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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 


(© Lord, our heaventy Father, we thank You forthe many 
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‘we find writen on each and every page of this book. 

‘When times were hard and aiffiealt, we thank You for 
making Your presence known (o our ancestors and all who 
have gone before; those brave ploneers, bath men and 
‘women, who have guided Us and prepared for usa better Way 
of ite, 

"To them and to You we dedicate this book and we pray 
that, as It ls read by succeeding generations, all may fd tn 
"pliration and enjoyment in ifs content, thus enabling them 
{6 continue in that great ploneering spit 

Th the name of Jesus Christ we pray 

‘Rev. L. George Macdonald 














Tt is hard fot us to imagine how this beautilut Contrat Alberta 
ccuntryside Cooked to those (ixst white explorers who Kesotutely ven 
tured aestvard mote than tu centuries ago. Méghaay, scattered toms 
and Land devetopments have attered the landscape some, but the overatt 
beauty of ths area remains relatively unchanged, and it is still pos- 
sibte to shav, in imgination, theér theétl of excitement and chattenge. 


To those Sixst pioneers and their fanitica who cane, struggled 





and endured and £0 their descendencs this Lead has been good. But 
Lest we think that the settlers who cane (rom other parts of Conada, 
ot other parts of the world, enjoyed the advantages we have today we 
must pause briegty and Look back over the years. I think it is 
tremendously important £0 take tine to record the intinate tocat 
history that is part of the Aéch, background tapestyy of the Echvitte 
aren; record the names, the pictures, and the events which are dn 
fact an integral part of cur heritage ~ and Legacy. 

The history of a nation is conveyed with broad bmushstrokes which 


record major events asfecting the future of the country. The history 





of @ people is a finely etehed recording of day to day personal events 
the recatting of names and tines and places: the retiving of jous 
and guiegs etosety shared with Loved ones, Sriends and neighbours. 

1 am sure this book witt provide an iwatuable Link between 


our treasured past and our exciting uture, 


A Glbin obey, 


, Hoten Huntey 
Honber of the Legistative Aasenbty 
Rocky Wountain House. Constituency 
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Indian Tales 


‘THE BUFFALO POUND — by Bob Campbet 

"There isa buffalo pound on our home place 
‘This pound was used by the Indians. Tey would 
Wateh for the Buffalo as they came down tothe 
fick, then they would ehase the animals up the 
Valley to the pound and Wil them. ‘The Tadians 
ad dug a ditch to lower the water ina slough, 50 
‘hey. could uild a eatehing pen. 

there was a cram and curing pit. In the 
summer time ater the animal was butchered the 
‘eat would be et in pleces, wrapped with grass, 
then rolled in the mud atthe mua hole THs was 
thle wa’ of cooling, oF getting the animal heat 
bit of the mea in the shortest possible time to 
void spoiling. ‘After that, the meat would be 
Smoked 

“There {s another pound up near Lampman 
valley. ‘ere is a big swamp nesr Squaw Hl, 
west ‘ot Open Creek Dam, where there are 
wallow holes and a buffalo lick. Indians would 
‘chase the buffalo over the east end of Squall, 
‘They had a cram and curing pit there too, 





THEINDIANS AND THE COW —astory by Bob 
Campbet 

Mrs R. C, Block was always having fun with 
te’ indians: One day in March, 1980, three Ip 
‘dans came through here on the Hudson Bay 
trail Our cow had just had a calf. Mr. Block 
faked the Indlans to come and look at the new 
fal, The coW took one look and gave chase. One 
Indian went along side of the barn and held on 
ome ras that were there. Another Indian went 
fver the manure ple and the third Jumped the 
fence." My brother Ciitford, was there. and 
Popped ‘through the fence. The cow hit the 
Fence right benlnd him, 

"About two weeks later the same Indians came 
» 





Mr. Block sa, “How would you boys lke 10 
"The sald "NO, no, your crazy cows donot Ike 
Indians they give chase.” 
‘When fe one of te indians in Rocky Moun. 
tain House, he often aks me we sll have INose 
(crazy cows that chase the Indians 





INDIAN ARTIFACTS — by Bob Campbell 

Dr Block cane fn the spring of 103 ust west 
lof where Aurora school now stands, Teame in he 
Spring of 189) Before T came Mr. Block had 
found some arrow heads. T’have found some 
every year sine. 

“Tre are some arrow heads hat date back 
‘500 to 7000 B.C L have a spear hear 7000 Years 
bd and several clam shells which are 12 millon 
years old. | have had archealogiss from Glen 
iow Foundation andthe Archives of Alberta con 
firm the ages of these tncs 








Sinnk Saghee, Tomahawk, Ase nod Bugger. Soon Row 





In my colleeton are ide skinners, battle ax 
es, corm pounders, a corn roller, ston hoe, wet 
Stone, tomahawk, pemmican "hammers, aide 
Scraper, tanning fools, petrified raw’ lava, 
burned lava and petite Wood. These have ali 
been found on the SW 41°55, 

‘We started a guest book on October 5, 1905 
recording the names af people who came to see 
the artifacts. Tt has signatures from Norway 
Denmark, Holland, Australia,  Albuqueraue, 
‘New Mexico and all parts of Alberta and Briish 
Columbia. So far, 185 people have signed the 
book 

‘Some old Indians tell that Rev. Gaete from 
Red Deer did fur trading and missionary work in 
nis area around 188, 

‘Jack Bunk an archaeologist from the Provin 
cial Arehives of Alberta in Edmonton came to 
See my arifacts and look at the buffalo pound. 
‘They will be doing some digging in the spring 














Sind summer of 178 and will give us a record of 
vehat they tnd 








PIONEER TALES OF THE INDIANS IN 
CARLOS AREA — by Bob Campbell 

“Jonah Strawberry tells of how he and another 
Indian named loshia, shot a young grizzly best 
{in about 198, up on Kinane all between sec. 
ons @ and’ 4425, east of Ival Johnston's 
Dlldings "The old Indians say that they never 
‘heard ofa grizaly bear coming this far out from 
‘he mountains betore 

The old timers tell me that all the Indian 
famnlles had dog teams, and big dogs tht they 
used for packing. They tell me a bigdog cam pack 
55 to 40 pounds on their back. Josie Sicawerry 
hada pack dog i the 19Hs, Tw brothers, Len 
4nd Rudy Kruger, who llved on the SW 5-415, 
{Glen Bradshaw's place) had a dog team. 

‘Him Yellow Face had around. 75 head_of 
horses in tho old days. They were branded YF 
Yellow Face kept his horses in the Lampmien 
Walley, He earnped for years on the Sig 17425, 
near a slough that ts between to hills that run 
forth west, 
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Other Indians camped on the SE 842.5 and in 
Lampman' Valley. They trapped for furs. in 
Winter and dug seneea root In spring and 
Summer: They sold these things to Louis Itoi 
Eon, a fur buver who lived at Leedale They alse 
eared land for farmers, and in fall they stooked 
fain and helped with threshing. 

‘Old timers also tell me ot the existence of two 
totem pales up by Gimlet creck 

‘The Indians had sundances up In the area 
around SE S225. They travelled through our 
hhome place ana Wwe have seen as many as 158 
{ams and wagons go up for one sundance. The 
least we ever saw in any year was 68 wagons. 
Some of the Indians that came here were {tom 
Montana, North Dakota, White Cour, Hobiema 
4nd Cleichen, Ival Jonnaton bought fhe SE-8 i 
‘Sbout 244 and the indlans moved thelr sundance 
rounds farther north 

“Taere are some Indlan graves on the corner 
of NW'5495, Old mers tell of seeing guns, 
blankets, and footwear eft on the graves. There 
reals tivo graves on the east of Kinnlkn Hil, 
NW sea 

ve heard tell ofa Stoney Indian who lived on 











Indian Given Blanket 





the £44 2341.5 by a small lake nthe centre ofthe 
land. He had a cabin and a small dug out that he 
used for a cooler. He was burled near the lake 
Somewhere, on the land ister owned by Fred 
Valoaen ana Harold Allen 

‘Some of the Indian families who lived i 
area In the early days were named Strawberry, 
Brenner, Red Bear, litle Bear, OCChlese, White 
(Calf, Beaver Bone, Iron Bow, Lagvel, ig Child, 
Daveniet, Yellow Eves, Yellow Face, Sunchild 
Crookedlegs, Little John, Goodrunner, Jostua 
Red Calf, Whitfors, Tedd, Prencheate, Joseph 
Tal, Joh and Bi Swan 








STRAWBERRY, J. — by Bob Campbell 

Josie Strawberry, son of Jonah Strawberry 
lived on the SW i525, by aspring. Hebullt log 
feabin. Josle bought same cattle from Jack 
Davies and Jimmy Smith around 1940 or so. He 
‘put up hay or Bil Gardner on shares for several 
‘ears around 195, 

Tn J9H6 Josie and Bi Sw 
district for Rob Ervin, 

Tn around 1850 Josie moved hls family and 
ivestoce out 0 the Suella-O'Chlese Reserve, 
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Eckville 


HISTORY OF ECKVILLE, 

Ms, arthur fekford came to this district in 
1992, THe was the orginal owner of NW 2283 
WS. This was later" subdivided. and. became 
known as Bekville or as we call I today Old 
Eckvile. Jarvis Onofryszyn now owns the land 
where Oid Eekville was situated and would be 
[bout a mile and a half north east of our present 
townsite: The actual subaivision map is dated 
‘Apr 2, io, bir. Eekfora donated the land for 
ite first store and pest ofice, and kill was 
famed after him. Thelr frst son, Thomas, was 
bom on the farm on October 2, 1815; second son, 
Edward was born in led Deer, May 14,27 and 
number three soa, Arthur, was born in North 
Vancouver on May 15, 1800, "To our knowledge, 
Mrs, Belford stil ives in Vancouver. Mr. J. 
Killick built the store and Was the fist post 
‘aster in 15, having the two combined 1p the 
tne building. A.B. Kosh! (August) aauled the 
fail {rom the Evarts post office fo Old Eckville 
for five and's half years. His pay was $1.70 for 
the round trip, His conteget withthe goverament 
Was dated December 11805. The. mall was 
Hauled by tearm with a rig that Mr. Koskl made 
Himselt. Frite Kiana then took over this mall 
haul trom Mr. Kosi. It was In 1904 that the 
bridge north of ekwille was built over the 
Medicine River. Mr. Killick sold hs business 8 
Mr. Rene Bruyseraed and moved tothe town of 
Rocky Mountain House. ta 1810, Dan Clausen 
and Oswald Ferhan bought out ths store and 
Dost office. Then, Mrs. Snell and her sons eame 
but trom Red Deer and bull'a hotel and feed 
berm; TB. Mular started a cheese factory; Mi 
Poreman trom Leslieville bullt-a blacksmalth 
shop ~ Eeiville was booming —strets were 
famed Main Street, Dominion Street, Willow 
Street and Prince Sizet. There were probably & 
Tot more bullaings out there but we eannot find 
ecard of them new 

"Tn 190, i was decided that there were enough 
‘hlldren io go to sehool so a school should be 
built On Maren 28, 180, he first school board 
held'a meeting with board members Charley 
Kasper as chairman, J. H. Klik as secretary 
‘neasurer and W. W Gasgarth the member. Tat 
ame spring they sold debentures In the amount 











of $800 and the schoo! was bull. Nothing slow 
‘Sbout our forefathers, once they made up thelr 
mind to do something” Mr... Randall owned 
the land west ofthe river and this is where the 
Schoo! was balls Later ths land eeame the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Lenny Kingsep. Mls A. 
Fenerty was the frst teacher witha salary 0f350, 

‘Aroud 3810, word spread thatthe C.N-R. was 
looking for land and would ald. a rallroad, 
‘utc speculation fook place on where this would 
be but an people trom Bekvile were watching 
ery closely: Finally, the © N.R. purchased the 
NW 168.85. Ralph Wesiey Matchett owned 
{hs land, having taken ile to ton April 2, 1907 
‘Thus the CNR. started construction and was 
completed in about 1002. The Alberta: Central 
allway, later known as the CPR. came Into 
‘Rootuk or South Eekville in 1818. Now with the 
Dullding of the rallroeds, the folks from out at 
Old Eekvive started moving or bullng thelr 
Shops and homes in New Eekvile, our location 
today, Oswald Forhan and Dan Clausen started 
tele sore and post fice on the site where the 
Present drug store now stands, The rst ullaing 
fo be ected in the new townsite was the kitchen 
part of the Dan Clausen residence (now the site 
Df the Alberta Government Liquor Store), Many 
man had theit meals in this itehen with the 
Crausens while they were building. their ovmn 
Places, hur. Forhan bult his house across from 
Phe store and this was later Dr. Crosby's drug 
sore and residence, and then again in later 
‘ears, the Forhan Drug Store. Clausen Brothers 
iad ml, and logs and lumber were purchased 
for many ofthe bullngs in the town from them. 
Glaisen Bros. put up a pool hall onthe east side 
fof Maln Street and Jack Clausen bullt his house. 
De. W. G. Evans, moved in — his. rest 
ence and drug store were on the west side of 
‘al street and beside it was the Erickson Bros 
Butcher shop. Harry Palmer had a blacksmith 
Shop located where Revelstoke Building 
Materials have their umber storage today. His 
Tesidence was there as well. Emanuel Olson 
fopened up a restaurant on the eastside of main 
Street and few months later sold out to John 
Lundberg who in a couple of years with adations 








land alterations made It into a hotel, August 
Mitzner also bulla hotel onthe eastside of main 
Sireet. beside the Clausen pool hall. Charlie 
Gistavson opened up a livery stable which was 
Sold fo John emlla'and later to Fred Issaccon 
‘who remodelled It for. a. garage, and. today 
Eckville Motor uses this ot for storage, Me. 
Gustavson owned the first automoblie in 
Eckville. The co-op store was bull where nove 
stands the Jt K Food Store (ihe old Bakery) and 
Some of ts frst managers were Arenle Litt, Dan 
Clausen, ll Rogers, ana Oswald Uma along 
tylth many others along the lin, After leaving 
the Co-op, br. Rogers had Charley Kasper bull 
him a stare of his own, Mr. Eekfore had his real 
estate office onthe southside ofthe Co-op store, 
Gus Sestrap had a hardware store tothe east of 
the Clausen residence. August Mitaer's feed 
Darn and wood saving was along railway avenue 
to the west and a feed rail beside It. Mr, Storey 
‘owned the feea mil: In 1912 Forkan and Clausen 
Pleked outa sitefora dance hall or as they called 
fra""rown Hal". So once apain with the same 
spirit that th original town was bul, a meeting 
‘Was held — thls was on May’ 12,1912 the frst 
sports meeting. The fear was ald to be used asa 
ance pavilion, In 193, the Eekville Improve 
‘ment Company was formed and incorporated: 
‘hares sold with which to build ahallon the same 
{oor It seems that they must have had an oUt 
oor dance all for awhile, Tals bulldlng was 
{sed as such until Was sold for a restaurant 
ome years later. Now, Art's Jewelery and Gift 
Shop 18 focated inthis ala town hal. The C.N-R. 
Statlon is sill in the same place as twas 
‘originally. We presume that the elevators were 
Bult duriig this time, as well as other ulldings 
‘throughout the years, J. M. MeDonald bull is 
house in 1918; Mike Sesirap bult his house and 
foday there sa moderafour-pex dwelling going 
4p on this Tot, with the old nouse being 
emolshed a short time ago. "The George Lutz 
House and ine Fred Isaacson homes were bullt in 
{sis and 1820, Many old timers will ever forget 
the year 1918, the year of the fu. Anybody who 
‘Was able was called out to do nursing duties and 
To'help out im any way posslble during this siege, 
‘Mr. Bil Brown opened up a creamery or rece 
Ing station across from the McDonald residence, 
‘ow the modern A.G.T. blldings located on the 
land, ‘The crear was tested and the farmers 
received thelr cheques from the Bross, We 
presume the cream was shipped to Alls 

in 1938, the Canadian Bank of Commerce 
opened up thelt bank on the lot where they have 
How thelr beautiful new bullding. ‘The. old 
Original bank was donated to the town in 1975, 
Sd thls in turn was turned over tothe Bek 
find Distrct Friendship Club for thelr use asa 
Gop-in centre. Mr. J. W. Metntosh was the first 
‘Dank manager. Mr. iati Perry was an early ae 
ountant who was, a few years ago, living in 
Calgary. We are not sure ft was the Imperial 
Bank or the Bank of Commerce for whom he 
























worked. In January, 1820, Dan Clausen raised @ 
pelition requesting the hamlet of Bekele tobe 
Incorporated into village, The ist man to sign 
the petition on January 25, 199, "was Mike 
Sestrap. Other signers were’ Bul McHlatte (a 
blacksmith), Archie Litt (manager ofthe co-0p 
store), J. M. ‘McDonald, J.-F Heimbecker, 
Harry’ Lowe, E. Wiekstrom, R. Bertram, Dan 
Clausen, and J. Johnson. At this time there were 
‘buildings in ihe haralet — nine dwellings, elev 
fen business premises also occupied as dwelings, 
land’ ten business premises with no. dwelling 
Space. There was ah elevator, hotel, restaurant, 
Hardware store, lumber yard, meat market, (0 
real estate afices, a bakery (presumably fa the 
Testaurand a feed and livery barn, two general 
Sores, a public hall, blacksmith shop, creamery, 
Bank of Commerce, dry goods store, garage, one 
Implement store, and one imperial Ot station. I 
belle the Imperial Ol station was run by hie 
Yon Holtur. ‘The petition was given f0 John As 
Gactz, MLA tor Red Deer constituency, who ti 
turn ‘handed it to Md. H. Lamb,’ Deputy 
Minister of Munilpal Atal. An inapector from, 
the government, Bll Roberison came out, tn 

Spected the hamiet and said "no" Feineladed (09 
‘uch farm land and there were not suffeient 
divellings fo meet the requirements of avilage 

Dr-P.L Backus had his residence and ottice and 
8 few spare beds for emergencles in what is now 
the Roy Saat residence, Dut this was not fn the 
hnamiet, tn 1921 a cammlttee of Bill Meat, 
Dan Clausen, Ms. Crosble, Mr. Garris with Joe 
‘Marshall as harman formed to work on incor. 

poration again. On February 28, 1921 Mi. Ac I 

Garries wrote to Edmonton to say that he had 
‘been appointed toa committee to Took attr the 
Incorporation. Another ‘petttion dated May 30, 
1001, was signed by Alle Sestrap, general store 
‘manager, Dr- PL. Backus, Jack Coughlin, hotel 
Keeper, J. F. Heimbeeter, Walter Herring, Joba 
‘Kemila Mrs. Augusta Clausen, Joe Marsnall, W 

MeHatti, and JM. MeDonaid, This ime he In 

spector that came out was Mr. Alex Soutter, He 
found that there was now a school in the hamlet, 
thls belng moved in, and that folks were most 
fants To Incorporate fo enable themselves 10 
make some’ provisions towards proper fire 














protection, Finally on Sept. 15,182, inthe early 
morning, ir. Art Garries, an implement dealer 
land an auctioneer posted notices which had been 
Signed by the Hon. , G, Meld, Minister of 
‘Municipal Affairs which were notices of Inten 
ton to incorporate. One was posted Inthe hotel 
fone In the post office and one on the town hal 
Some acreage awners in the area but notin 
‘huded within the haat were Joha Platham, C 
HE'Von Holtum, Mrs. ML. Johnson, Henry Ki 
‘and Charley Kasper. On Novernber 3, 101, Mr. 
Rela signed an order thatthe hamlet ot Eekvile 
‘was now the village of Eekvile, effective that 
‘ate, Now the village had to have avllege coun 
eh Dan Clausen, then a hardware employee, 
‘Was named returaing officer for an election for 
‘ouellors. Naminatlos were recelved at p.m 
‘58 Monday, December 8, 1821, In the town hall. 
‘There was no clecion required. Bil Mediate, 
Clarence Crosby and Joseph T. Marshall were 
flected by. acclamation, Thus’ was. Bekville's 
fire counell, ‘The flrst'meeting. Was held on 
‘Tanuary 3, 1822, and Clarence Crosby was ap. 
polnted as reeve or mayor with Dan Clausen as 
Secretary treasurer. The surrounding area was 
{hen known as the Municpal District of Lome, 
No. 40) (now the County of Lacombe No. 1d) 
Messrs. Crosby and Colpltts of Red Deer and 
Eckville were the soletors fr the village. Mr. 
M. McDonald was the agent for the Home Tn 
Sitance Co. of New York 

February 1b, 1922, saw the fist by-laws of the 
village passed No. 1 being the adoption of the 
‘ominon seal No. — set out the proceedings of 
ounell. No. 3. appointed Dan Clausen as 
Secretary treasurer ata salary of $135 per Year 
land appolnted Dr. P. L. Backus as Medical 
Heaith Otticer for ine village. A mumber of very 
faciive people in town who deserve ot of ereait 
for the time and fort they put In In helping 
‘make ‘Eekvile a thriving village: were Jack 
Clausen who with Brother Dan had a construe 
fon company and sold most f the logs or umber 
{hat was used In the bullding program: Gus 
Sestrap in his hardware store, Ralph Brow, 
James Olsen, the Tsaacson famibiles, Armstrong 
‘Bros. 0. M. Fornan, Mrs, Frank Andrew and 
Mrs. Orval Rasmussen (the Bolten gies), J. 
Knorr, Fritz Kina, Glen Caton and tary, the 
‘Thorkman families, Dr. Somerville, Dr. 
MeDonal, Mr. and Mrs, Walter Herring, Dr. 
Glaxton and many many more that we do not 
hear about or have thelr names, Cal Fieteher, 
fame here from Kansas Cty in 1819 and stayed 
{1825 and then went fo Hespero unt 1946 when 
he moved fo Brdsh Columbla. He was a man of 
fli trades snd. worked in every store and 
business in Bekvlle except the blacksmith shop. 
He stayed with the Louis Weeks’ on the present 
‘Tom Smith farm. The Presbyterian Church as 
‘moved in 1921 It was the schoo! at Old Eekville 
4nd the fist minister, we understand, was Rev. 
Mitehet 

“Through the effort of many local residents in 








1916, st was decided to ulld rural phone lines so 
{n 1017 some rural lines were bull 'o Gilby, then 
to Hugo Mottus's. Mrs. Frank Andrew worked 
for the Lundbergs in the hotel. The phone lines 
Were operated from there, so she Was the frst 
{elepaone operator. Five’ lines ran trom the 
Hotel, four it the country and one town. At ths 
time no long distance calls could be made. The 
town and rural ines, known ag the Eekvilio and 
Gitby' “Telephone Company” were then, incor 
porated and changed fo the Eekville Mutual 
Telephone Assoctation. Tals was beng operated 
font the Clausen front room with Theresa 
Botten (Mrs, Orval Rasmussen) as the operator 
She worked there for six years, Pity years later 
In Sebr came the dlat system to Eekvile and in 
1 the dect distance dialing. We had many 
operators during this ime and names eannot be 
fund of all of them but we know there was 
Esther Johnson (Mrs, Bl Oliver), Mrs. Morrie 
Gross, Sylvia Wueri, Mrs. Kit Armstrong, Mrs. 
{Louise Delaney, who for many years was s fat 
{fa worker at the switehboard along with Kathy 
Ferguson as nlght operator; Mr. and Mrs. CU 
ford MeNell ‘and. Mis, Erna Soerd also’ gave 
faithful service, ‘The Forhan family left here 
Around 1821, and were a the coast for atumber 
of years — came back around 1935, 

‘Dan Clausen went to work on the ralzoad in 
1923, came home around 1898. The Sinclair lft 
In 025, That same vear saw Fritz Kinna going (0 
‘Tech in Calgary to take an electrical course 
When he came home, he wired buldings tn town 
land the power was supped by the Moro Bros 
fom thelr our mill on the east side of the 
‘lage. 

11506, Feb, 2, Walter Herring was appointed 
as secretary tregsurer and 0. M. Foran as 
Feeve. On Dee. 13, 1896, there were six can 
‘dates nominated ~for counell — Joe Marshall 
W. H. Cowen, Mike Sesteap, J, F. Helmbecker, 
Oswaid Umart, and 0. M. Forhan, Mr. Ferhat 
‘withdrew before the election, ‘There were 3 
Votes east with Messrs, Marshal, Umari, and 
Sestrap elected, Mr- Marshall was mayor and 
Mr. Herring sectetary-treasurer. In 1824 saw 
Harry Lowe as reeve with O. M. Forhaa a3 
Seeretary.treasurer. From 1028 to 1880 Bernie 
Dennett wae reeve with Don Clausen as 
Sccrelary treasurer, a position Mr. Clausen held 
Unt 1883, During those years Joe Marshall, Ber 
nie Dennett and Mike Sestrap were named as 
Feeves. From 196 to 1812 Bernle Dennett was 
‘mayor with Robert G. Gish as secretary 
Treasurer, Some of these men as they went of as 
Toeve were sill on the counell. William 
‘MseDonaid and Fred Isaacson are names listed 
2s councilors 

Maren $1, 1924, saw the Bank of Commerce 
close. Jack Bromling opened his meat market in 
{he bank bulldlng. He closed this tn the fll of 
1830. "The Imperial Bank opened a sub branch 
from Sylvan Lake in Noversber 1927. Ths was on 
three times a week bass, and wae operated 
























































from a small office next to what was then the 
‘Atlas Lumber and now Carstt & Sons Hardware 
‘Fred Appleton or Harold. Mann, with one assis. 
tant would make the trp. If the roads were 
passable they eameby cary when not, which was 
[bout half the time, they came with avery good 
Griving team. In this bank's supply’ of stationery 
find equipment, were two very good. bullalo 
Fobes, probably the only bank that_had this, 
‘added equipment. At times, they came by train, 
Have any of you ever traveled on a mixed train 
Inthe olden days? Ceell Caton at that time was 
the Janitor a the bank. He hed tobe around early 
fo get the fires going and have the Ink wells 
thawed out before the others. got there. This 
Dullding ‘was later used as the office of the 
Medicine Valley Livestock Co-op under the able 
‘managership of Alt Trubron, Pall Laybourne, 
‘John Reid and Tom siaith, Sr. In December, 
4800, the. Imperial Bank Became. a fulltime 
branch and the old: Commerce building was 
purenased from Jack Bromling, and with some 
iterations and the addition of & va, the bank 
‘moved in, Harold Mann and Cecil Caton Were (he 
Slat Now the Impertal Bank and the Bank of 
Commerce have amalgamated and Justa short 
Year ago. the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce ‘moved into. thelP. spacious and 
‘beaulful new bank, The old one was donated to 
the town who in turn turned It-over to. the 
Eckville and Distiet Friendship Club for thelr 
‘rop.in centre. 

‘iss, Borfor (Mrs, Laura Marshal's mother), 
4a regisiered nurse, came to Eckville from Con 
Gor in 192, and opened up a aursing home inthe 
Shouse now owned by Janet Handtord. Tals was 
Operated wall 1882 and without this service and 
{he wling hands that served, some of our folks 
‘Would not be here foday. Noone was ever turned 
way. She looked after" many’ patients brought to 
fer by the local doctors, Dr Somerville and later 
Dr, Claxton 

‘We cannot forget the ereamery bull in 192109 
the southeast corner of town, bullt by Pete 

















PPallesin with Harry Woods as manager. It burnt 
oven in 1928 and a Mr, Patehett rebuilt and 
Henry Hansen was manager folowed by BU 
Mores, who managed it for a good number of 
‘Years — several others following, until iW 
{nally closed dawn, 

‘On April 19, 1024, sround 4 p.m., Mike 
Sestrap's sore on the westside of main street 
burnt down. Fist thing taken out when the fire 
Started was the cash register, set out in the mid 
le of the street. Fire again struck In 1878 when 
fhe whole business section on the east side of 
‘ain street was los. Tuey were soon replaced, 
folks ha a Tot of faith in the growth of Bexvile 

in 9, residents of Eekville voted. for 
Calgary Power to supply them with power, This 
‘ole passed witha big mojority and thus Calgary 
Bower eame to Rekvile and stl serves us today 
wlth much higher Fates of course 

"The annual meeting held In January of 1838 
showved the town was really active. The teport 
Showed that in 1987, 26 % yards of gravel had 
‘een purchased, with some of the previous years 
‘Stockpile being used a8 Well, 1490 feet of uber 











had been bought and used to bulld and repair 
Wooden sidesralks. The tax arrears list shows 
SSS1A2 unpald taxes atthe end of 157. Tals was 
$57.81 higher than the previous year. Stl they 
fended the year with a bank balance of $427.5, 
‘They ad also signed a new lease with the 
Eekville Curling Club. This was a three year 
fease at $180 8 year. The rink was ult by 
Volunteer help in 1995, 

is "The Medicine Valley Community 
Hospital, operating from the Dr. Backus original 
home, wasn financial aifialties ang asked the 
‘illage for help. They were given $90. Nineteen 
Tniety-lght saw the mil rate go up by 10 mls 
‘Money ag needed fo elp wth fe added x 
penses of the garbage grounds and streetlights, 
‘The setool board approached council on using 
the club room ofthe eurling rink for a class room 
Unt the mew sehoo! was bull. The beard would 
pay for part of the cost of a nev floor in the 
Bling. By the fall of 898, the curing elu was 
In financial troubie- they eduld aot pay thelr rent 
= Some members had not pald their dues for & 
couple of years. Times were tough 

Tn afarch 1939, the counell decided to try to 
have the garbage hauled out on a contract bass, 
Prior to ths, folks havled out thelr own. The by 
law enforeing garbage regulations was put into 
fetfect. Garbage cans sold at 83 and the pay for 
plcking up the garbage was stat $2.30 per week, 
Ro garbage was havled out during the winter 
‘months, Pay tothe contractor was topped in Oc 
tober. 

“April 1808, saw the purchase of a fire siren, 
‘Them in 159, fhe village was able to put the all 
ate down nine mils The curling club were able 
fo pay their rent of $30, The estimated expenses 
for the village that year were set out In thle 
Dudget as 86. 

Lance Rewatt opened # pool hall in 
Sepfember 1839. By this time the Co-op had 























‘moved to thelr new location, from what we now 
now as 1 & K Food Store tothe premises where 
the Co-op tain store now Is situated. James 
Needham, presently retired and ilving” in 
Eckvile, opened up a bakery In the old Coop 
building’ around. 1887 or 38. He later sold to 
nest Jackson who in ura turned it over to his 
Sisters, Alice Snyder and Frances Cooper, and 
hher husbend. They in turn sold to the Coppen's 
{anlly who operated I for several years before 
selling to Jim and Karen Tubs. 1s no longer a 
Bakery 

‘November, 1989, a Mr. Harvey Thompson was 
appointed as night watchman forthe village. The 
{lowing year, #0 a tree trimmer had tobe ap 
polnted, ths was Dan Clausen and hls pay as 80, 
Bents.a year. For a couple of years the mill ate 
‘Stayed at 10 mls plus three fora soetal service 
fax: However te village did have to borrow S300, 
{his year In erder fo do some gravelling on the 
streets The M.D, of Lorne hada gravel crusher 
fn the district and since it would fe moving out, 
the counell nad to get the gravel right away snd 
ay cash for I 

"in 183, a proper hosptal district was formed 
and’ work started on the construction of & 
Hospital, one that is till being used today. 1 1944 
the mil rate went up to 18 mill, Tt was in 1944, 
that Calgary Power requested that the vlage 
permit them to bill customers every two months 
stead of manthly. Their reason, a shortage of 
Daper as well as sia. 

"Tne Knights of Phythlas Lodge trustoes ap- 
proached council on faking over the cemetery 
‘They would donate the land and a trust fund of 
S11868 tat was held by them for cemetery put 
poses, The land was all ready In use for this put 
Pose. ‘Thus, it became the Eekville Muntelpal 
Cemetery. Around Teds, the Eckville Cemetery 
‘Association was formed and taken over by then 
Se. J: Hopkins had eut most of the brush on the 




















‘cemetery land and spent a great dea of time and 
‘work on this project with gratifying results. 

“ib saw cement crossitalks, more wooden 
sidewalks, and slaewaikrepalrs done. Inthe ve 
Blocks of the village, there were nine street 
Tights: The hospital was not inthe village imits 
at this time. This was the year that saw afre 
fighting pump purchased ata cost of $19.58, Four 
fice fighting ladders had been bullt ota cost of 
$2.50 cach, Residents felt quite safe with tis fre 
fighting equipment, tn 1844, the matter of 
Dullding a te shed for the farmers to tie thelr 
horses fo when coming to towa was dlscussed 
and by 1945 It was completed. ME. R. L- TUCK 
completed the Job. 

"a 145, he Ullage had to start collecting the 
school taxes. Before ths time, the school board 
had to do it, Tas the secrefary's salary was 
Boosted ta $40 a year 

“The theatre was bullt i 1946, Previous to tis, 
shows had been held In the hal. As Years went 
fn, the village grew, Improvements were made 
1m 1855, garbage was hauled all year around. 

Five, fve-gallon tanks for firefighting were 
purchased and placed on power poles around the 
‘lage. Bach fl, these had to be checked to see 
{hat the righ solutlon was in them so they would 
not freeze up. In 1947, a more upto date fire sicen 
Was purchased, This was three quarter ofa mile 
Yertleal non corroding fire siren whlch was In: 
alled on the telephone oftee. When a tire cal 
‘was rung in, Ie telephone operators would ring 
the siren 

1h October, 198, after many months of work. 
Ing on annexation, 12 more blocks were added to 
the vitage. ‘Tals was officially declared annexed 
‘on January 1, 1990 We were aow I” blocks large 
Prior to the annexation of te 12 blocks, a road 
‘grader was purchased. 

‘Now to go back fo 192 and Ust some of the 
counetors nd officials of the town. They were 
Fred Isaacson, Jake Busslnger, Dan Clausen, 
Mike Sestrap. in 189, Bernie Dennett left town 
Spvesigned his position and Phil Laybourne 10k 
ihe office. Tam Forhan took over as secretary 
treasurer. Clarence Ferguson was. acting 
Seeretary-ireasurer In I94i for 4 month or 80. 
4nd then Bob Gish went back on until 1947 when 
Larry Forgus took over the positon. He lett in 
March 1949 and Mrs. Lea Zeh from Calgary took 
the position, She had to leave and ge back 
Calgary s0 on April 1949, Margaret Sehofer 
‘was appointed as secretary-treasurer, a postion 
She stil holds today. Other active’ and clvie 
‘minded men that took on the job as councilors 
Wore Russell Eastman, ‘Tom Forhan, Tom 
Smith, Sr, Red Meandretes, br. Gordon Gibson, 
[Esrry’Knisdsen, Albert Sehofer, Stanley Nuan, 
Chester’ Kasha, Arenle Hubtala, George 
Armeneau, OWva’ Elson, Alfred Miller, Julian 
Scmbrook Gordon. MeNel, Bill Maki, Arvid 
Anderson,” Rex Baker, Ken Krintla, Adrian 
Vandevelde, ‘Bo Matthews, ‘Bill Elluke Don 
Macrae, Hans Coppens, Bill Gordon, Leo 




















Remillard, Arthur L. Carritt, Lyall French, 
‘artes Keegstra, Ed, Olsen, Harold Leach, Den 
hls Guenther, Doug Rhodes, Clarence Phol, and 
4t his date, November 187, our present coun 
hors are: Jim D'Amico,’ Jim Leeert, Jim 
Keegstra, Bob Kraft, Peier Mleike, Randy. 
Porhan aad Harold Leach as mayor 

"The early Years were hard Years forthe coun. 
cll members, there was not much money, no! t00 
‘much borrowing power and not enough people to 
pay for the things that we needed and that we 
Fave finally acquired. Way back in 19 water 
4nd sewer installation for the village were cl 
fussed, Tis Is as fa as It got untl 1853 When ft 
‘vas possible to borrow money. Thus, a deben- 
{ure Was Isued fo $52,500 and the sewer was In 
Stalled in 195394. 

Th 1864, a modern up to date fire engine was 
purchased and brought home from the factory in 
June by Helen Kasha and the late Chester 
Kasha. A fre hall was bullt in the same year 
Which also housed the town office, In 198, the 
town hada well drilled at the fire hall aid’ 
ump installed Ths ended the hauling ot water 
{othe reservoir under the fire hall Now, we have 
' very modern three bay fire hail but in 1973 
find 7, This houses our own fire truck plus 
County of Lacombe fire rick that ou local 
else re departmentionks ater, Pat ofthe 
Dullding Is used for storage of town equipment. 
(Our five department is Weil looked ater, with 
‘about 22 volunteer men. We cannot give these 
boys enough creait as they are ready {0 g0 any 
time, whether they have to leave thelr Jobs oF 
leave thelr nice warm beds. Doug Rhodes was 
tire etlet for many years and the Instigator of 
keting the fire nail. Corny Hughes Is now out 
fre chit ater Doug resigned ecg that he 
had put in enough years of this, ane it was 208 
time’ for someone ese to take over. 

‘A covered arena was the next step towards 
‘modernizing the town and. get the recreation 
rogram going. ‘Thus in 196, through donations 
Er money and hard work, our present arena was 
‘inder construction. ‘There were no debentures 
Issued to. pay for this. It was all. donated, 
‘Through the years some equipment had 10 be 
purchased and a new frontend put on the arena, 
For this purpose money was borrowed from the 
foverament and with the very active Eckvile 
‘Arena Operating Committee, sponsoring rodeos, 
{ce carnivais and omer activites, ths money has 
been pald back. Now in 1977, the lg project Is 
{or aiflelal fe th the arena ts hoped that ths 
‘wll be completed In 178. 

‘Another big project, and, we feel a big step 
forward, was in the Installation of the water 
‘stem ‘with the water tower located In the 
Memorial Park Grounds. The offietal opening of 
{his was held on August 5, 195 with the Major 
Dr. Gordon Gibson turning the valve, 

Natural gas, installed. by Northwestern 
ules was another step towards progress. This 
was.done in 1961 and the late Mr” Dan Clausen 








Ribbon i is Cut = 


was elected to light the flare which signalled 
natural gas in Eekville anda lot of fuel oll 
Barrels nd propane tanks soon dlsappeared 
fom yards 

“The new town office was built n 1969 and 196 
1 was opened in Maren 1964 and was quite & 
change from the old bulldings. Tt had been 
‘moved several mes since there nall origin But 
how we nave a permanent spot and allready we 
have outgrown f- Hopefully an extension wil be 
Dull inthe next yearex two. On one side of theo. 
Mics theifbrary. This was originally the counclt 
Chambers and counell meetings. are still held 
there, and many other organizations use tis as a 

Tn 1865, we annexed about 10 acres tothe town 
‘and again in 97 the property east of the secon 
Gary Righway No, Teo was annexed to town. We 
‘ge presently in the process of annexing another 
165 acres, more or fess. This land, Iti 1 ap. 
proved, willbe to the north of town, taking in 
Some of the Bil Eiluk and Bil MeDoonel land 
‘and also south ofthe railroad tracks, Ths i, at 
iis time, almost sure to go through but there Is 
sillLa ot of government Fed tape. 

The Centennial project was the building ofthe 
ccnlldrens” Playground. ‘This was done with 











government help and equipped through 


Sonations of merchants and 
‘organizations in town and country 

"in 1966 Bekvile's population Was 708, and at 
this time to become & town, we Fequlred 8 pop 
lation of 700 people. ‘Thus, on July 1 198, 
Eckville became a own instead of a village. This 
frder Was signed by Ernest C. Manning. Ta 1958, 
Rouse numbers, street names and aumber Signs 
‘were erected. Also, in 1968 and TaG8 some ot the 
Streets were paved and since then a few more 
have been dove 

‘Whien we finally paid off our original sewer in 
stallation debenture, out Provincal Government 
{came along and sald the septic tank eystem was, 
‘ut dated and we had to bulld a sewage lagoon 
‘Agaln we were forced into debt. We borrowed 
{71400 and installed two pumping stations and 
the lagoon 

The Bekville and District Agricultural Soc 
ty was formed April 2, 1973, and thls was done 
{or the purpose of getting grant money to bulld a 
multt-purpose building, which houses the new 
‘curling rink, Construction started in the spring of, 
15, andthe carling rink part of the bllding was 
‘ttclally opened in January 1871. draw was 
made {0 see who would throw the ist rock and 














Pat Baker was the winner, and a very suitable 
fone at thal, es she had spent many hours as 
Seeretary of the society to get things going. Tae 
‘upper hall of the building was. completed in 
November 1877, andthe lower room in October 
and is now oécupled by” the Mother Goose 
Playhouse. The curling area has a cement floor 
And fs used in summer for larger events, rodeo 
dances, auctions, fremen's barbecve and many 
bother funetions. ‘The old curling rink, some 50 
Years eld, was demolished by Bud Lightbown 
nd Bob Keaft during the summer of 197 

This isthe story ofthe growih of Eokvile, a 
smnall community, bat one We are very proud of. 
‘Gur population as of June 191? is 73. We are 
‘roving. Our gratitude for what we have today 
{goes to the many, many folks who came to ths 
‘and in the early years and with perseverance 
‘and foresight helped make Eekvile what it sto 
‘day. Through the years, many new things have 
‘come into being {0 make Our Ie one ef com 
parative ease and pleasure. If only some of the 
Eriginal settlers could see what thelr work and 
time brought us. We should all pause in or dally 
Foutine and give thanks to those folks. who 
‘worked so hard for Eekvile 





ELECTION RETURNS FOR ECKVILLE, 

iS (Federal). Michael Clark (Liberal) 29, 
George F. Root (Conservative) 16, MF. 
Gari won the constitaency with 8 votes 
fo Mr. Root’ 350 

1999 (Provinelal) J.T. Moore. (Liberal) 15, E: 
‘Michener Uladependent Conservative)’ 5, 
D, MeCure (Soclallst) 21. Mr Michenet 
‘Won the constituency as 2 whole with 627 
‘Votes to Moore's 486 and Mocture’s 128 

1911 (Federal) Michaet Clan (Libera) 47, Alex. 
ander MeGiiveay (Conservative) 38. 
Clark won with S11 votes to Mr 
Mecinivray's 382 

11s (Provincial) E. Mlehener (Conservative) 
16, RB. Weliver (Liberal) 22, George 
Paton Soctalisi) 25. Mr. Michener won with 
‘S62 votes. to Mr. Welliver's 78 and Mr. 
Paton's 130 

yoi7 (Federal), Michael Clark (Liberal 
Unionist) 13, Willam Puffer (Laurier 
Liberal) 16, Joseph Kealght. 28. Mr. Clark 
‘wom with 43 votes to Mr. Puffer's S80 and 
(Mr Knight's 70 

1917 (Provineal) E, ‘Michener (Conservative) 
25," B. Wellver (Liberal) 25, George 
Paton (Soctaist) 30, Mr Mlehener won with 
Ae votes to Mr. Weliver' 58 and Mr 

1918 (Provincial By-election) F. W, Galbraith 
(Unionist 3, 4.3. Gate (Liberal) 68, Mr. 
Gaetz won with 1746 votes to Mr 
Gatioratth's oi, 

sun (Bederal) Allred Speakman (Progressive 
VPA) A, John Day (Conservative) 36, 
Wiitam ‘Metnnes (Liberal) 3. Mr 








Speakman won with 10849 votes to Mr, 

Day's 2644 and Me. MeTanes's 220 

ayo (Provinelai TJ. Gaete (Liberal) 2, 6. W. 
Smith (United Parmers of Alberta) 84M 
Shnith won with 2150 votes to Mr. Gaetz's 
6. 
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ECKVILLE IN THE EARLY DAYS — by A. 
Bentum 

Tack n 1925 after my second year in theology 
at Knox College {was appolnted as student mis 
‘onary forthe summer fo the Eekeville pastoral 
‘charge in Alberta: Dr, James Eason was tome 
tnissfons secretary in Toronto andthe Reverend 
Walter Brown, a big man in every Way, was Red 
Deer Presbytery's home missions convener. He 
Ike fo comet the college to interview students, 

‘Over the space of 3 ears ime one's rcellee: 
tons diminish, but I remember being welcomed 
by the MeDonald family at Rekvile and having 
‘iy first meal with them. MF. MeDonald Bad an 
frlificial leg and so. Was known locally. as 
"Pepgy", Which he dia’t seem to mind. He was 
tone of the kingpins ofthe enureh bul no “realy 
outhed Christan”. Tdo not remember where T 
Stayed at first, but eventually T moved In With 
Doctor Sommerville, where I was housekeeper, 
‘cook, undress an‘lso anaesthetist for minor 
fperations. His sister, who had been keeping 
Rouse for him left to go East fo be married. 

“fe, ehucch was all near” MeDonala’s 
rouse. We Nad a small congregation and a Sun 
fay sehoot, We also had a boy’ group, elther 
‘Tinie or Teall Rangers. Diring the summer we 
‘amped at Syivan Lake where bulltafleld oven 
‘and baked ples and Yorkshire pudding. Some 
‘Summer evenings we sivam In the Horseguard 
River and on one ofthese occasions we were fol 
{ng around when realized that one of the 
‘Sestrap boys Was drowning. Lcarzied him ou! of 
the river and he Soon recovered. T don't think 
fanyone knew about this inlet. 

ean" remember whether we had any Fin 
nish families in our congregations but we dla 
Fave some of tlt sons incur boys" groups. The 
Sestrap famlly had the general store and Leyda 
Sestrap went to Calgary Normal Sehool at the 
Same time as the young lady who later became 
‘my’ wate: After teaching she ave into the army 
faving in the meantime studied medicine. 1m 
[Leyda many years later at the Menninger Foun 
Galion in Kansas, US.A. where Lwas also sy’ 
Sng. She took up practice in Vietoia under her 
‘married name of Lytagee. 

"The manager of the urmber yard was a Scot 
named Sinclair and he and his wife Were in 




















terested in the ehureh, The local drugetst was an 
“Anglican who used fo pull teeth. He Sold cut to 8 
family named Hayes who attended our chureh. 
Dr. Sommerville, fresh om medical sehoo! In 
‘Manitoba, bought hls practice trom Dr. Backus, 
‘who had bult a Rouse thleh was realy Yoo large 
Torus, but we used it sometimes as 8 hocptal 
Backus eventually. became a. peyehlatrist of 
ome note in London, England. Dr. Sommer. 
Will's mother was the widow of a Methodist 
Iminister and she visited us {rom Manitoba 

‘There was a preaching pola west of Sekvile 
at Condor and f usually got a ride to it though 
Sometimes I rode horseback. The Seott- Hastie 
Family had a store at Condor and were par 
Ticula® friends and churen. supporters. Nirs. 
Haste, who was English and Anglican, was @ 
‘prea feader and hungry for good conversation. { 
Feld an oceastonal service at Lesllevile, whieh 
‘was further west, Purther sfest stil, at Rocky 
Mountain House and. Nordegg, Harty Lennox 
Served one summer He used fo tll about one of 
the male members of hs congregation turning 
Up somewhat inebrlated and having a dificult 
time finding. the tyemn ‘nuraber. ina stage 
Whisper he asked, “where the hell ts 17 

‘Once I wae asked to condit the funeral of 
bachelor at @ cemetery about tnree miles out 
the country. St was "Peggy" MeDonald who 
trove me there In hls open Gray Dort touring 
fan, The roads were almost impassable due to 
Fain and it took over an hour ef slipping and 
Siding ia the steky clay to arrive atthe 
cemetery. Before we lett the ear outside the 
‘cemetery fence “Peggy” asked me iT would 
like a botle of beer. Ftd bim that If drank 
fone, there might be a repetition of Hamlet's 
rave scene with me In the grave beside the 
orpee. When we stood atthe graveside he rain 
pelled dovwn and an out of the bottom et my 
Houser legs 1 don’t think URave ever been mare 
lad than Twas that day to get back to Eekvile 
Sullin one piece but soaked tothe sk. 

"The sumaaer of 1825 was a rather pleasant one 
for me since Dr. Sommerville and'T got along 
Well together. We remalned frlends throughout 
his letime. He became the Deputy Minister of 
Health for Alberta and was responsible for many 
of the good health measures im the province. 





‘THE ALBERTA CENTRAL RAILWAY 

"The Alberta Central Ralway got ts start In 
‘May 1901 when the. Dominion’ Government 
granted a charter to G. W. Smith, W. A. Moore, 
find George W. Greene of Red Deer; D. J. Munn 
af New Westminster: and John 7. Moore, John 
Fiett and Roger C- lute of Toronto tnitially, the 
line was to run from Coa Banks (a polnt near the 
CContent Bridge) to Red Deer, and then on 10 8 
polnt In Township 39, Range 7, West of the 5h 
{hear present-day Rocky Mountain House), Over 
the years, the planned route was expanded west 
to the Fraser Valley via the Yellowhead Pass 
land east to Moose Jaw witha further extension 


to Saskatoon and onto Fort Churehillon the Hua. 
Sen's Bay. In short, eventually 1 was planned 
{hat the {CR become "transcontinental ex: 
tending across the whole breadth atthe prairies 
fand.on to tae Pacifie Coast 

‘For many years, very tle happened with the 
ACR. "Time extensions tothe charter wore 
{ranted by the Dominion Government tn 1908, 
1805 and 190, but no surveys were made and nd 
‘agreements vere made vith other railroads to 
bby or lease the charter and construct ara line 
‘This not fo say that the A.C.R. was forgotten 
5.'T. Moore, who had become president of the 
‘Sompang, had poliieal ambitions and in the 1905, 
provinelal election, he made a suecesstul 
tempt fo become Red Deer's frst MLA. He 
flso rade an unsuecesstul attempt to secure the 
Liberal nomination in the 198 federal election, 
Th both these campaigns Mr. Moore played up 
hs role inthe A.C-R. to garner votes, parleula. 
Iylnthe Pine Lake, Burat Lake, Evarts, Bckvlle 
nd Leslieville areas, It was proposed that the 
AGAR. would run through these districts, and a 
Fallread would provide a much-needed boost it 
krowth and development 

"By the end of 198 there was a growing 
cynicism about the continued promises of con 
Structon ofthe A.C.R. made by Mr Moore, and 
4 growing anger over ihe Tack of any meaningful 
fetion. During the 1908 election campaign Mr. 
Moore sent an unnamed surveyor 10 the area 
West of Red Deer, but this action did nothing to 
Feauce the angry feelings because It appeared 
{hat this mysterious person Was only putting sur 
‘ey stakes in politely sensitive areas in read! 
Iy'hotleeable locations. 

'By December 198 criticism of Mr. Moore and 
the A.C, became very Toud and widespread. 
Mr, Dick Bleay, leader of the Medicine Valley 
Labor Party, organized a protest meeting at 
Evarts, where demands were made that either 
the ACR. begin construction Immediately or 
elt is charter to another rallroad, such asthe 
CPR or the Canadian Northern, A petition was 
tirelated and signed by over 250 persons. The 
fed Deer Board of Trade held a special meeting 
fnthe A.Cift and a motion was put forvard ask 
fing the A.C.R, to give an option on ts charter to 
any bona fide parehaser forthe expenses of the 
fharter up fo a maximum of $1000 

‘All his came ata eritieal ume forthe A.C.R. 
and Mr. Moore, The two-year extension tothe 
{charter that had been granted by the Dominion 
Government in 1907 was running out, thereby 
necessitating an applleaton for another exten 
Son: and Mr Moore was inthe mldst of @ bd for 
Feeleetion to the provinclal legislature. Moore 
ttempted to cousher the eritclsm ty claiming 
thatthe ACR: had discussed with the C.P-R. the 
possiblity ofan arrangement whereby construc: 
Hon of line could be started in the near fue, 
He’ also claimed that unnamed partes had 
offered to purchase the A{CAR's charter, but had 
heen turned down because they Would. not 

















guarantee that they would take steps to Im 
diately start construction. 

‘Eventually, Moore managed to. persuade 
many of his critics fo support the A.C-R. in itsbid 
for one move extension fo its charter, although 
Moore himself Tost in his bid for reelection fo 
Edward Micnener (the father of the former 
Governor-General, Roland Michener). In April 
190 the Dominion Government granted a tvo- 
‘year extension To the ACR. charter and als0 
Agreed to olfer a subsidy ot $8400 per mile toa 
allway ‘constructed. between Red. Deer” and 
Rocky’ Mountain House. 

Greatly alded by this offer of a subsidy, the 
ACR. now managed to find enough capital, 
primarily in Great Britain, to make it featble 
{or the company to start making concrete plans 
{or construction, Inthe fall of 1909 and continuing 
‘nthe spring of 1910 surveys were made in the 
area between Red. Deer and Rocky Mountain 
House, and by March 1910 the A.C. was able to 
flea Foute map with ralway authorities In Ot 
tava. In May. a construction department of the 
‘company was formed and work began nthe area 
‘weet of the town of Red Deer and east of the Red 
Deer River 











In August of 1910, the Canadian Prime 
aanister, ‘Sir. Wield Laurer, arrived in Red 
Deer, together wlth. G- P. Graham, Federal 
Minigter of Railroads, and ‘Arle Stton, the 
Premier of Alberta, 1 drive the first spike ofthe 
A.CR. The ceremoay took place atthe proposed, 
lation grounds near the present day location of 
Mountview ‘School and was cut short by the 
Sudden appearance of a summer rainstorm 
Work on the A.C. continued throughout the 












rest ofthe summer and early fall. Brushing and 
frading were carried out and siarts were made 
fn the bridges over the ed Deer River and 
‘Waskasoo Creek, as well a= trench to drain oft, 
part of Burnt Lake. Several hundred men and 
foams were hired, elther by the Company’ liselt 
or by small sub-contractors, and by October, 
1010, there were four main work camps in opera 
tion with some 300 (0.350 men in each camp, 
These camps were located at the Red Deee River 
west of town, at Burm Lake a Evarts and a Pi 
‘ox (now Hespero). Ia November a camp was set 
up some four miles east of Eekvile and another 
at Eawell, 

For administrative purposes, the Company 
divided ‘the area west of Teed Deer Into three 
livisions witha resident engineer In charge of 
‘each division. Mir. Robert G- Dawe wasin charge 
bt Division No. which extended from Red Deer 
{o Sylvan Lake, Me. George S. Mackay was in 
‘hare of Division No.2 which extended from, 
Syivan Lake 0 Evarts, and Mir. James M 
Robertson was in charge of Division No, 3, whit 
covered the area west of Evarts, Mr. J: Grant 
MacGregor was the ehie enginecr 

in the winter months of 1910 and 1911 some 
work continued with survey pariles Under Mr 
Paget, Mr. Chalk and Mr. Woodbury working i 
the area west of Rocky Mountain House. Also, 
fangs of men started work onthe bridges across 
fhe Saskatchewan River at Rocky ‘Mountain 
House and the Medicine River south of Bekville, 
However, the A.Caft. found (set increasing 
Aifnculies. The Company, whien had-alreedy 
Speat over $3,000,000 by the end of 1910, was 

‘te face a searcty of funds. The sub 
trom the Dominion Government was 














slow in coming through, since payments were 
‘niy made as each mile o contraction was com: 
pleted There were heavy expenditures caused 
Bh'ine construction of he conerete and tee 
bridges seross the Red Deer and Saskatchewan 
Rivers and by the maintenance ofthe very high 
{ualty of grade (4% or 0 feet fo the mile with 
urves of no more than three pereent), (0 which 
{he Company had commited sll tn order 0 
come a strantcontnental ne 

“fhe shortage of fue Was so complicated 
by the appearance of competition inthe form of 
the Canaan Northern Western Ralway, which, 
In'iste 190 began construction of a ral Hine 
wnleh paralleled the CRs line trom Red 
Deer 0 Rocky Mountain House. ‘This compet 
tom meant that the A.C-R. could not afford 10 
‘elay construction, as (his would mean forteting 
thevbetter grades tthe CAUW.R. Italo created 
‘Vscarety of avaiable abour and materials, 
Sich forced up thelr cost: For example, the 
A.CiR, had been paying $2.50 a day’ for man (756 
{ay deducted tor foom and board) and $50 
‘day Yor men with teams, With the coming ofthe 
CRW, the A.C. found ft necessary to pay 
$5.00 per ay’ for- men and 86.0 a day for men 
‘rth amos Pe conto oats reached 8 bushel 
1 Roeky Mountain House and 35° a bushel at 
fRed Deer im contrast to the 20 to"3f That 3 
bushel of oats cor in Edmonton, 

“The A.C. faced numerous other problems, 
one being that 19 was an extremely wet year 
{ind this aad the roads fn the west count" all 
‘ht mpassible, The heavy traffe brought about 
by the feeighting done by the ACR: and the 
ENIAC compounded the problem As an i 
Tustratlon of the seriousness ofthe situation, am 
ALCIR: contractor had to use 10 horses Co get a 
izader out onthe matn road west of Pteox 0 
Srading eam. 

“The ACHE was also plagued by tiness among. 
those who occupied its Key: management 
positions fmm. Moore's health deteriogsted 9 
The exten that Re was o longer abe fo deal with 
the necessary detail work, Matthew Nelsen the 
‘ACoRs general manager and vice president 
Came out from Montreal to take Me” More's 
Pisce, ‘but came down witha fatal case of 
Prelate March 191, the Board of Directors of 
the ACR. decided at to rey-on ay labor and 
Smal sub-contractor any longer and announced 
{tv intentonfolet ou the conse! forthe balance 
af construction. Am agreement was made by 
Jobin T. Moore and J Grant MacGregor with 
‘James MeDonnelt& Co.,bat the Board at Direc 
iors found MeDonnet's price of $230,00 far too 
high: Tt ordered that the plana and apecifeations 
‘beamended and that eall for new tenders be 
made in the meantime, the Company found 
{tel so stranded for funds that i had fo close 
‘down some af the work camps pending the result 
‘fam inguiryas fo the status of the subsidy ofthe 
Dominion Coverament 











Finally, on July 8,191 the Company awarded 
the contract to Dunean - Macarthur of Win 
hipeg at the cost of $25.00 per mle for some 70, 
Inlles of construction, Immeaistely, the pace of 
‘Work pleked up, with MacArthur’ starting up 
‘Seven Rew gradiag camps in one week. The town 
‘tes at Benalfo and Sylvan Lake were surveyed. 

"The flurey of activity was short lived, and by 
the end of 11 the A.C.R. found itself completely 
Unable fo cope with is legal, administrative and 
‘nancial problems. An informal agreement was 
fade with the C-P.AR. In December, 1811, and 
that company began to take over construction of 
the tine, in January 1922, the C-P.R- began issu 
Ing the pay cheques on Behalf of ine ACR. and 
In December 1012 a formal agreement was 
Aratin up whereby the C.P-R leased the A.C.R's 
charter for 900 years 

ora while there was tall ofthe C.P.R. using 
the Alberta Central line asthe main line from he 
Prairies fo the coast because ofthe high quall§y 
bre grade and because the CP. Was looking 
for ways ofrelleving pressure on ts mainline to 
the south. However, gradually it became ap- 
parent that the CPR. was really not interested 
Inthe ACR. line. Agreements mere made with 
the CNAWR: for jlnt use of track near Rocky 
Mountain fiouse and the bridge over the 
Saskatenewan Tver. Modifiations were made 
to the grade and rightatway in order to reduce 
onstruction costs, and It was not until August 
{S14 that the line from Ret Deer to Rocky Moun: 
fala House was finally completed 

"me ACR. has let its mark on the Central 
Alberta area, IU helped to open up a strip of 
{farmland 60 miles long west of Feed Deer and It 
provided Homesteaders struggling To get started 
With both well: paying jobs to help get the money 
necessary to make it through the aifieult ear 
Years and with ready markets for thelr produce, 
However, It seems the line wil not last muck 
Tonger, a Its one ofthe rail lines slated to be 
fbandoned In the near future. 





"THE CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAY 

in i908 and 190, rien coal elds were dls 
coveret in the fotils of the Rocky Mouniains 
‘west of Rocky Mountain House,» Apr 20, the 
German Development Company and Mackenzie 
Mann, the ralay magnates behing the Cana 
dian Northern Ralivay. formed a company by 
fhe name of Brazeau Colleries to explalt these 
fewly found. coal fields. Shortly thereafter, 
Mackenste, Mann & Co. announced that they 
would construct a tall line from Stewarty, 
near Sette, tothe Brazeau coal elds inorder 
{o gain access tothe holdings at the ew com 
PoVfackensle, Mann & Co, wasted very title 
ttme in geting started. By August 1800 they had 
resented to the federal railroad athoriies for 
pproval a route map, eventhough they had ot 
done any. significant surveying, Mackenale 
‘ann fo ere able {0 do ths by borrowing 











heavily from surveys and plans made by the 
Alberta Central Raliway tn the winter of1908 and 
4910 which had been placed on len Ottawa in 
March 1810, The proposed route of the C.N.R 
followed the A\Ct's line. tn the meantime, a 
proval was given fo the C.N.R« planned route 
from Stewartwyn to Range 25. 

"The CNR. was in no mood io slow down, and 
by September 2, {had pushed its grading 0 
point whieh was Just enst of Blacktalds and samme 
55 to 30 miles west ofthe limit of Range 25 set by 
the federal railroads. authorities. It also als- 
patched parties of surveyors to work on anew 
Foute west of Backalds. By Noveraber 9, these 
Sirveyors had progressed as far as Eckvlle 

in late November 1910, Mackenzie, Mann, & 
co decided to see charter from the provincial 
government, in part to avold some of the on 
Englements withthe federal raliroad authorities 
{nd in part to secure a bonding power of 38.000 
per mile. Previously they had been relying on a 
Sharer granted fo a subsidiary company, the 
‘Alberta ‘Midland: Railway, anda’ Dominton 
harter granted to the German Development 
(Company As might be expected, the bil to grant 
‘he charter caused stormy debate tn the Alberta 
Lepislature, particularly trom those who were 
friendly 10 the Alberta Central Railway 
However, the carier was eventually granted th 
the name of the new railway’ to be "The Cana’ 
dian Northern Western. Rallway Co.” The 
provisional directors were F-H. Phippen, Gerard 
GRuel, George ¥. Macdondell, Reginald Ter 
ple and‘. H. Phippen. These men held only 60 of 

he 20,000 shares In the new company with 
Mackenzie, Man, & Co, holding the rest. The 
charter also expressly allowed the CNW. 10 
‘make agreements with the Canadian Norihern 
allway to sell or lease the line. 

‘in February 181), the surveys were practical: 
ly completed fo Rocky Mountain House and the 
Brovinelal government agreed to guarantee the 
bonds of the C:N.W'R. The Northern Construc 
ton Co, a. subsidiary of, Foley, Welch and 
Stowartin whieh Mackenete, Mann, & Co. had 
fn Interest, was given the contract for the con 
Struction west of Red Deer 

For the months of ‘March and April, the 
‘Norther Construction Co, devoted. Tiself to 
feighting im necessary construction materials 
betore the roads broke up In the spring. 
Surveyors were also sent out fo put inthe grade 
sakes along the line 

‘At the beginning of May the Northern 
Construction Co. began grading and brushing 
Wark northof Red Deer and west iowards Sylvan 
Take Camps were quickly established all along 
the line. There were four camps setup thin & 
Short distance of Eekvllle alone, and two qute 
large ones wereset up at Lesllevile. By mia May 
the Northern Construction Co, ad some 200 
teams and more than that umber of men at 
‘work west of Red Deer, 

‘Walle all his feverish work was going on, the 





























CN.W.R, was busy locating possible station sites 
‘x Sylvan Lake, site belonging to M. Matchett 
Which was (wo miles south of Old Kekuille (NW 
35.393 WS), and a site at Leslieville (S 26-995 
‘Woy. The Canadian Northern announced that it 
Was investigating the possiblity of erecting & 
mammoth summer hotel at Sylvan Lake 

"The work on the C.N.W.R. was not without Is 
problems and delays. The years 1811 and 1912 
Were extremely wet and the Foads were very bad 
thereby making the movement of men, horses, 
fequipment and construction materials very di 
Heal, The C.NAW-R often faced legal problems 
with irespass beeaise of an inability fo secure 
{he rightolway fast enough. A ane point. the 
CN'W.R, faved five restraining injunetions from 
the Saskatchewan Land & Homestead Campeny 
alone 

"The C.N.W.R. was also invalved in extremely 
fHeree. competition with the Alberta Central 
Hallway, whose line it paralleled. The A.C.te 
Sought and received injunctions preventing the 
CNW.R. tom crossing Its properties, par 
ticularly in the Rocky Mountain House area. "The 
EN.W.R where possible puts grade up to six 
feet above ie A.CAR. grades where the two lines 

"There were a few incidents of violence 
‘petreen the men of the two Companies. In late 
October. 1810, a survey erev ofthe C.N.W.R, got 
‘involved in & prolonged fst fight wlth an ACR. 
‘crew which the Red Deer Advocate described a5 
‘Shear riot Later in 911, @C.NW.R. crew tossed, 
into a nearby siough several A.C.R. constables 
‘who were guarding the ACR. rightof way. Tae 
ACR. responded by’ having the CNW men 
Arrested, transported to Red Deer and left there 
to find thelr own way back out west 

































By July 1911 the Northern Construction Co. 
‘had begun to la steel and by September 8 hey 
hd resched the Blindmen River, where they 
Were held up by 2 court injunetion granted 10 he 


Saskatchewan Land and Homestead Company 
andlby the need fo bulla large reste across the 
Fiver valley. By October, the C.N.W.R. had 
managed to have all the court injunclons along 
Itsline removed and the Laying of scel continued 
rapidly, sometimes at arate of three males 
fay. By late October steeh had reached Sylvan 

rice freeze-up came, the Northern Construc 
tion Co. continued to biast some cuts between 
Eckville and Lesilevte, Phe last ofthe grading 
was finshed up and a decision was made to lay 
ome of the steel over muskeg In order to help 
‘move in supplies for the next year's. work 
‘Government surveyors were hired to survey the 
CNW. towncites at Sylvan Lake, Bekuile and 
Lesiteviie and in February 1912, people began 
‘move out of the old village of Eekle to the 
CN.WR. townsite, Forhan and Clausen were the 
{ifs to billd a store in the new fown but by ml 
March 25 lots had been sold and there were afew 
Stores and two pool foams in operation at the 
{ovnsite. Not everyone was happy. about the 
move. ‘The Eekvile correspondent to the Red 
Beer Advocate complained thatthe new townsite 
\kas'a place of "open on Sunday" pool rooms at 

‘seven day" slores. He advised @ change of 

name 10 Cripple ‘Creek. “Actuals, the name 
Sakatoo was used by the valroad for some time 
as'a name for the Hew town 

‘With the coming of spring, construction ofthe 
line moved ahead Fapldly and by Apri see) had 
reached Leslieville” phone line was. bull, 
Alongside the line as far as Bekwille and by June 
Some people were shipping trelght in and out 
Over the new lin On June 10,1912 the line was 
completed to Rocky Mountaln House, with J. 
‘Bertrand driving the last spike st that pai 

For the rest of 1812 and 1813, the CNW, 
was pushed on to the Brazeau cos! tields 
Eallasting of the track and conatruetion of sts 
tion grounds were carried out between Red Deer 














and Rocky Mountain House, Repairs were made 
{othe track at points where the rapid construc 
ton of the line was all oo evident. For example, 
the trestle at Poplar Rldge sank three fect short 
Iy'after it was bull and heavy rains severly 
damaged the track Inthe Lesllevile area. 

By March 14, falas were running every day 
regular shipments of coal from Nordegs Began 
{obe made. was in August 1914 thatthe whole 
line was offelaly completed 

"The CIN.W-R became eventually part ofthe 
Canadian National Railway system, and lke the 
‘A.C. ine tothe south, I helped the farmers by 
‘opening up the country between Red Deer and 
Hocky Stountain House, Among the many people 
‘who helped work onthe road were such contrac 
tors as hitke Madden, i. J. Griffith, P.M, 
Manon, Boomer and Hughes, Carrol and Harvey 
and WD. Maxey” Local contractors such as A: 
Eckford, Capt. Dominique and Henry Relaholt, 
as well as such lumber outfits as MeDougall and 
Martin, Walsh ‘Bros. and Wright and F. R. 
Pettepher did’ lot of Work for the CNW. 
Rightotway agents were G. A. Mantell and R. 
Tohnston. Some of the doctors whe worked for 
the CNW.R. mere Drs, Colison and Grey'at Red 
Deer and Dr. Honey at Bekele 


HISTORY OF THE BRAZEAU SUBDIVISION 
OF THE CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS 
by Wed. Hothwell 

The Beazeau subdivision of the Canadian 
‘National Railways, on which Bekvile situated 
at mileagess 7, was constructed by the Canadian, 
Northera Western Rallway, a subsiary of the 
Canadian Northern Railway. The Canadian 
Northera Railway placed most of tele construc 
tion contracts with the noted financiers Macken 
dle and Mann who in turn sub-contracted the 

“A more substantial fuel than that being used 
on the prairies was requlved for the winters and 
































there was an abundance of coal along the eastern 
Rockies and in the Red. Deer Valley where 
Drumheller was the central point. Lines were 
‘constructed from Drumbeller to prlneipal con 
fecting. points such as Drumbeller-Vegrevile 
or Edmtanton), adistance of 178 miles, pened 
Novernber 28, 1811; AlsaskMunson Jet. (far 
Saskatoon), 22 rales, opened Octaber 77,191, 
fang. Drumbeller-Calgary, 8© miles, opened 
February" 12, 1814. These lines easired at 
Drumbellor and i's coal fields were adequately 
Served, and the Canadian Northern turned i's in 
{erest io the Brazeau. coal flelds which were 
Situated in close proximity tothe Bighorn Range. 
Ava further inducement to the railroads, a 
eaeral subsidy Was offered for a railway’ to 
these coal elds, Mackenzie and Mana obtained 
This and then bull teiine elsewhere, originating 
their line at Warden, 61 miles. north of 
Drumheller on the Drumheller Vegrevile line, 
fd It was completed as follows In Fig. 1 




































‘wiles Fit ‘Opened for 
Laid "ratte 

Warden-ovway 

(Wis Bexealel us a ‘August 18,914 

Otway Onin 

(lets at Rocky Mt. House) 4 ass August 18, 1014 

UlinBrazeat 

(Via Saunders) sa smd August 18,814 

(Ait south Jet 

fomatieagen si) 058 i 1901 

Figure 
In 1021, allx South Jet. became the Junction both allways. The. subsequent negotiations 


of the Brazeou and’ Three Hills subdivisions 
Mirror became the home terminal and 
frignating point for tralns to the Brazeau sub 
‘division and stil i. 
"Am interesting story was that there was a 
race” between the CNWR and CPR to Teach 
‘Brazeau, the latter having faten over from the 
Alberta Central Rallway In 181 during the con 
‘Struetion of thelr line fo reach the Brazeau coal 
fields, do not know how much credence may be 
placed in ths story, but when the CNWR reached 
Brnzeat in 191 the CPR had only arrived at a 
point between Saunders and Alexo. They. ceased 
Immediately the grading of thelr roadbed at that 
point, 1 have seen this final abrupt point of the 
Foadbed and It may sill be seea. The CPR, 
however, stole a march onthe CNWR when elt 
Surveyors were surveving prior to bullding from 
Fed Deer fo Rocky Mountain House and actoss 
the: North Saskatchewan river. They had 











Selected the best site for the ralivay bridge. The 
ENWR would now have to bulld a bridge next to 
Ivor go much farther west ro finda sultable loca 
Hon whieh would necessitate muck more capa 
‘Tals seemed unwise considering that the Dag 
Would cost about a quarter-mlion dollars walle 
tne bridge could easily handle all the trate of 


esulted finally ina grant of running Fights over 
the briage to the CNWR, by the CPR. and for 
‘which they must remunerate the CPR, in accor 
ance with the terms of the lease. The bridge, 
Shieh Ie Jocated on a sbemile sete of joni 
trackage from Otway to Ulin Junction, is owned 
and maintained by the Canadian Pacltic 
Fealtway’ 

The Brazeau Colleries opened In 1814, The 
‘man most responstole for the formation of this 
Company. was Martin Nordegs, whose family 
name was Cohn and changed to Nordegg after 
his arsival Canada In 1905 from Germany. 

‘Martin Nordegg came to Canada witha great 
eal of German investors’ money. He was 
‘backed by German financiers and businssmen 
8nd a syndicate setup fo flnance hm. He pasted 
4p other opportunities fo speculate and decided 
to invest i Alberta coal fields, some of which he 
‘wa to ascover Aims 

‘Nordeg frst discovered, staked and ‘led 
claims to the South Brazeau, Race Creek and 
Bighorn coal fields ‘and later the Nordegg coal 
basin in 110-11 which turned out tobe the more 
Importaet Held 8s he had forscen. Tn the latter, 
Several geologists had seen the dark streaks ot 
Goal strata in the southern mountain of the two 








‘mountains forming the wellknown gap, but had 
failed to realize the meaning as Nordeg had 

‘Nondogg was son ina suecess(ul partnersaip 
with the widely known promoters, Mackenzie 
lind Mana, of the Canadian Northern Railway 
‘Within six years, he had a complete coal mania 
‘operation working which produced 15, 322 tons 
of coal in thelr first year of commercial 
‘erations, 195, In Martin Nordega's last year 
the mines they produced 251136 ors. He also 
hha a town named after him wich stl bears his 
harae, The rallway station was originally named 
Rordegg also but altered to Brazeau during the 
first world war 

Tn all probability the most successful of ll the 
Canadian Northern undertakings were the coat 

It was a matter of only months after 
fompletion of the lines that they Were moving 
large volumes of coal and of whieh the Novdegs 
coal was only @ small portion 

‘Nondegg coal was considered to be ofa good 
grade and probably the best grade for coke 
Eniquettes were. also. made. from tls ‘coal 
Nordege coal was eagerly sought by. the 
fallroads for use in thetr steam locomotives, 
‘Most of the coal produced at Nerdegg was used 
by the Canadian Northern Railway and. by 
‘isles ving ear he Canadian Northern 
allways praire ines, 

"The coal movement trom Nordegg in par. 
Uicular, but also the coal from Saunders nd 
‘Alexo fo a mach lesser extent, formed the largest 
Catload movement on the CNR Brazeau subalv 
‘Sion at that time, Ths coal tatfie continued uni 
{165 wnen the last coal mine In Nordegs closed, 
llthough the volume hag been deereasing since 
the first mine closed in 1948, Between thse years 
the coal industry faced many problems including 
Apostvardecline anda drop in domestic and In 
femnational coal markets, The ehange from coal 
burning steam engines fo diesel-electric 
locomotives on the railways doomed the Brazeau 
‘mines, whieh had been opened specifically to 
Supply Canadian Northern locomotives. with 
coal 

Lumber was also one of the commodities 
moved by carioad but T have been unable (0 
‘certain the volume of this tafe 

‘Following sa synoptical history of the Cana 
‘ian Northern Western Railay’ 








CANADIAN NORTHERN 
RAILWAY 
(INCLUDED IN" CANADIAN NATIONAL 
RAILWAY CO. APTER AMALGAMATION) 
INCORPORATION: December 5, 1810, ‘The 
Canadian Northern Western Railay was for 
porated under the laws of Alberta, Act, Geo. V. 
Chapter 48, Statutes of 890, to bull eerdain tines 
inthe Province of Alberta 
CAPITAL STOCK: Prior to amalgamation 
‘The amount of capltal sock was: Authorized 
{i000 shazes-—par valu $1008 8 00,00. tssued 
bi\o00 shares — par value $i00$2,000000. The 


WESTERN 


Issued stock was pledged as security for the 
Dominion Guarantees bebenture sock 

BONDS" (1). 4ut First Mortgage Guaranteed 
Debenture Stock and Bonds. ‘The amount 
authorized was $251,750 of walch $524,000 was 
fssued and held by the publle. Date of maturity 
was February. 16, 1012. This Issued Was 
iEvaranteed by the Brovince of Alberta 

(G), iy’ First Mortgage Guaranteed Deben. 
ture Stock and Bonds. ‘The amount authorized 
Was $2,851,790 of which $2,708,987 73 was sued 
{ind held by the publi. Date of matuety was Oc 
{ober 22, S42 ‘This issue was guaranteed By the 
Province of Alberta, 

“yd Debentures. This Issue was a charge 
on the Canadian Northern Western Rallway to 
the extent of $2,123,184 fr whieh supplementary 
Indentures had been drawn up and pledged a 
Security under the 4% Domiaion ‘Guaranteed 
Debenture sock 

DECLARATORY: Works and undertaking 
‘declared to be works for ihe general advantage 
ff Canada Dominion Act 4, Geo. V., Chapter 
40, 18is: PG. 44h, Pebruary 2, 19 

HISTORY: Under Act. per foregoing, Cana 
dian Northern Western Railway Company was 
Incorporated fo construct and operate a railway 
ftom Bamonton oF Strathcona fo Pine oF Peace 
River Pass! also a line from the Canadian 
Northern Railway’ between ‘Edmonton and 
Calgary to Rocky Mountain House, to Brazeau 
Sand MeLeod Rivers, with branches fo coal areas, 
tte, Dominion P.C. 443, February 20, 181, 
ficciared the Railway’ for the advantage of 
(snada and open for traffic, 

NATURE OF CORPORATE & OPERATING 
CONTROL! ‘The Canadian Norther Railway 
Company’ controls. the. Canadian Northern 
Western Railway through 100% Capital Stock 
virnership. 

"The Company was operated as a part of the 
canadian National Rallways and (e accounts 
fae included in those of the System. 











PROPERTY: 
|wnitecourt to Peace River Jet. 
‘Ste Paul 9 St. Paul Jet. 
Camrose to Aillance 

Red Deer Jct, to Red Deer 
Medicine iat Jet, to Steveville 
Red Deer Jet, to Warden 
Brazeau to Red Deer Jet 


MILEAGE 
28 





AMALGAMATION: Many smaller railroads 
whieh had become financtally troubled and/or 
Dankrupt had already teen taken over by the 
Canaaisn Government and were known as the 
Canadian Government allways. During 1815, 
Sand 16 two of the largest railways, the Grand 
‘Trunk and Canadian Northern and thelr sub 
Salaries were in serious financial trouble. A 
Royal Commission lnown as. the Drayton 
‘eworth Report recommended by'22.1 malerity 
ote of the three-man commaltee, that both 





allways be acquired and operated by the Cana. 
flan Government. ‘Thle report vas tabled in 
Parliament in May, 1817 In August, the Govern 
nent pase lepslaion fo acquire the stock, the 
Dice of which was to be decided. by a board of 
[rbiteation. In December, 1918, a new Board of 
Directors was appointed and took over manage: 
nent of he Canadian Government Railways 
Ineluding the Canadian Northern Rallway and 
{es subslalares 

‘An Order-in-Couneil, P.C. 3122, dated 
December i 1918, was passed and this was the 
fat official tse of the file, Canadian National 
Rallways, by the Board of Directors. 

Ta the meantime, te Grand Trunk allway 
held out against the Goverament until March, 
159, when the railway went into receivership, 
and in November, 193, was taken over by tne 
Government. Again, a Board of Arbitration 
‘Sled the coi factor, and in January, 192, the 
Grand ‘Trunie Railway" was operated by’ the 
‘Board of Directors of Government Rallways. 

Privy Counell Order 208, dated October 4, 
1922, wit the appointment a the Directors a te 
Canadian National Railway, Company, nally 
Sout he company into egal eltence, 

here appears to be a confusion aso the date 
of complete amalgamation. Tas (s prabably due 
mainly to the matter of legal technicalities of 
ome titles and including same inthe corporate 
name of Canadian National Railway Company 
Forall intents and purposes the final amalgam 
tion Is considered fo have been In early 1828, 

"the mixed train service which was operated 
fon the Brazeau subdivision by the Canadian 
National Raliways for many years was discon 
tinued in early 188, These trains Were known as 
No.3 inthe Westvard dlretion and No, 320 In 
the Eastvara direction 

“The last steam locomotive to pass through 
Eckvile was number 2139 on Train Extra 2138 
fast, March 13, 1950. The frst diese-lectrie 
Tocofnetive fo passthrough Eckevitle was No. 1083 
on Train Extra 1043 west, Mareh 16 1959.1 {00k 
Dtures of these locomotives and same are ac 
fompanying this history 
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“The Brazeau subdivision has always been a 
bus line in carload traffle and in recent years 
the volime has been inereasing steadly though 
the movement of new commodities, 

The construction of the propane facility at 
Elspeth was completed in December, 1987. The 
fire ear of propane shipped was on December 2, 
1967, consigned to Continental OlL Company ai 
‘Thiet River Falls, Minnesota. The average 
umber of ears shipped fram tls fact is four 
Teen cars per week 

The pipeline system bringing propane to 
Elspeth lriginated at Hudson's Bay OM & Gas 
Co. Lid., Syivan Lake Gas Processing Plant 
Tocated six miles south on Diamond Valley road 
fom Highway il and one mile west. It Was sub 
equentiy extended to the HBOG Caroline Gas 
Brant located approximately twenty rales west 
ft Bowden. Propane from Chevron’ Standard 
Plant two miles south of Elspeth also 8 
‘marketed through Elspeth. The pipeline system 
for propane terminates at Elspeth. HBOG 
provided the pipeline and loading facliy. at 
Elspeth and aperates same. Propane for all 
shareholders in the three Gas Plaats Is handled 
{here although some of the companies involved 
‘market their own share of the product. HBOG 
hhandies and loads ears for these companies 
‘Alan Russel has operated this Elspeth terminal 
Since It was bulll and is stil doing so. This 
propane loading facility ts located at mileage 
Brion the CNR Brazeau subdivision 

‘aving been unable 10 obtain information in 
‘connection withthe Texaco Exploration Canada 
Ltd propane loading ‘dock "at mileage 645 
razed subdivision, Pean only say’that believe 
IRvas builtin 10600 and that the fst cars of 
propane shipped were two cars on October 22, 
Il, destined Melville, Saskatchewan. 

There I another propane loading dock onthe 
Brazeau subdivision at mlleage 338, Lochearn. 
‘he Company concerned is Amerada petroleum 
Corporation 

‘Re Aqultaine Company of Canada Lid, Ram 
iver Gand Sulphar Pan following kort 























= located $2 miles SW of Rocky Mountain 
House. 
= prepares raw material gas for market by 





Fomoving water, nyaroarbon Ugulds and 
Harmful gases such as carbon dloxide and 
hydrogen sulphide from the raw ges, 

— natural gas is transported from the plant by 
‘Alberta Gas ‘Trunk line and Trane Canada 
Pipeline to markets in Bastern Canada 

= hvidrovarbon liquids. are transported. by 
pipeline t0 Dome processing plant in Eden 

— hidrogen sulphide is burned to produce pure 
‘guid sulphur 

— ligula sulphur Is elther poured to block for 
Tong term starage, shipped by rall In ligula 
form or slated and shipped by rall in slld 

— Mam’ River Plant ts among the larger gas 
Processing plants in Canada ands the largest 
Engle sulphur producer in Canada (440 long 
tone of sulphur per aay). 

= plant is but in fo idenieal stages. 
duly 1870 — start of construction of stage T 
May 1911 — start of construction of stage IL 
eb, 1972 — stage 1 start up 
Sept. 1872 — stage TT start up 
Nov. 1974 — completion of 7 mile CNR rall 

spur to plant from Rocky Mountain House 
Dee. 181d —started shipping guld sulphur by 

NR. 

“Aug. 1975, 
facies, 

‘Abr. i976 — started shipping solld slated 
slated sulphur by CN rall on a steady basis. 

SMoulphur market is'very transient but they 
average approximately two to three traine 
Der week of sated sulphur (80 cars per (ral, 
{0 long tons per car) via CNR. 

= most of this sulphur goes fo Vancouver where 
$isloaded on to ship for transport to foreign 
‘markets sueh as Japan, Australia, and South 
‘frie, 

— Sears por week of liquid sulphur (88 tong 
tons per' ear) 

— most of this sulphur Is shipped to Eastern 
United States to the Targe chert com 
Bikvile nas always been considered an ex: 

cellent business town, and the earload trafic 

ecelved and forwarded via CNR testifies to tls, 

Some of the commodities received regularly 

Were: ~ Eekville Co-op: rll goods, feilizer, 

anhydrous ammonla and others. Kasha Fares 

Supplies Lid." various machinery” and im: 

plement, ete. E. Tihonent various machinery 

Ena" impiements.. John "Deere (W. EIUK) 
ous machinery and implements. impertal 

Gil: (Geo. armeneau) gavel, fuel all. fer 

tzer, ete. Searle Grain Co. coal. Eckvilie Co 

op Livestock Association (i. Sambrook): hogs 

Every week ane to three carloads. Alberta Wheat 

Pool and Searle Grain Co.: grain (mostly 


— completed sulphur slating 











barley). Texaco Exploration Canada. Ltd. 





propane. Elspeth toading facility: propane 
Freaybitied in Eekvile CNH station 

‘Tae CNR station n Bekvlle was bull in 1812, 
11 was stuceoed In 195 with eleetiety being In 
Stalled at that time. Additions and. tm 
rovements were made tothe living quarters, 
Which were provided for the agent, over the 
Years including connection to the town water 
{stem when the fowm undertook this project, My 
wife, Hester, son Craig, daughter Diane, and 
nyse lived in the lving quarters during ou sx 
teen years in Hokie 

T have been unable to obtain the names of all 
CNR station agents who have Worked and served 
Eoxville and district ia the Eekvile station, but 
following are those I ean Fecal 

‘Mr. Barnett: dates unknown but understand 
he was agent in Eekvile for 35 years, probably 
up fo a0 

AH. Eliot 
1950.51 t0 1054. 

, R Rogers: three years, 154 191956, 

W. J! Rothwell: 18 years, 195510 1972, Retired 
lp 1092 ut returned to work each summer In 
Ekle station unl July 18, 1975, on which date 
Thad the unpleasant duty of closing the Bekville 
statlon permanently 

FA. Theberge: One year, 192 3. 

M. Medvid: ‘vo years, 1735 

The only section foremen of the CNR at 
kile whom I can secall are: RT. Stout, 1851 
1862; G. Clis, 162 1985: M, Rogatsk, 19631920; 
Ret Stout, 19701072 (Hs return to Bekville 
gave Bob a toal of 12 years there.): G. Break 
{sma t0 present dat. 

in my rallsoad career, I witnessed many 
events both tragic and otherwise. One event 
Which was the most unusval occurred on the 
[Braveau subdivision. in 1972, ta empty propane 
cars whieh were In the Elspeth yard, mileage 
St, in some way, Started moving, whieh it 
Alcated that brakes were nol se, ran Through Ihe 
west sich and onward along. the main Une 
westward. The sectian-men on thelr motOr Cat 
Eastbound were rounding a curve when they say 
these two ears approaching and had time oni t0| 
Jump off the track motor ear to save tele ives 
‘The motor ear upon impact with the two propane 
ats dd not leave the ras and continued on ith 
fhe runaway ears, being pushed, ‘The section 
foreman on motor car was Bob Stout who had (0 
Walk a considerable stance toa farm house {0 
holy" ONE of this and they in tun informed me, 
Iwas a pecullar ight as they passed my’ atfice 
Window and one person came in soon after and 
{id that it was the first me he hed seen 
Fallway motor car pullng two tank cars. There 
‘eas a train coming trom the west and while T 
Knew there was practically no chance of These 
care belng able 1 limb alls near Withrow and 
{estieville,especally the latter, Thad to take the 
precaution of having the train use the necessary 
protection whieh Tv dld through the levator 
gent A. Deman at Lesievlle, by telephone. A 





approximately three years, 














collision could easily have resulted in a 
fatastrophe and when you think of two runavr 
fanic ears together with the possibilty of motor 
Wehlcles passing ‘over. unprotected private 
tossings (twas av matter of great_ concern 
However, the two tank ears stalled on the Drei 
Il a mileage 63.0 (near Withrow), rolled ack 
down the iil and came to. stop. ‘They had 
{raved a distance of 104 miles. The tain 
pushed them into the Eckvilie yare. Ihave ape 
fue of these {wo notorious ruaaway cars, All 
‘wel that ends wel, 

During 19731995, the Canadian National 
allways re-bult thelr readbed on the Brazeau 
Subalviston and installed 100-12 pound main line 
Hloben steel, bringing It up to near mala ine 
level. This was necessary In order to Handle the 
large amount of trafic in 100 fon cars and $0 oF 
more ears. per train, such as the Suiphur from 
Acuitaine Plant and propane from Elspeth and 
Exkville. The CNR. now operates unit trains on 
the Brazen subdivision with several engines ac 
cording to the onnage of traffic to be handled, 

“Eckvile fe alouayfown ona busy rallway line, 
Caution at railway crossings Is essential as the 
tealns now operate ata higher rate of speed than 
Wwe had become accustomed to. 

Portions of some of the information used in 
te foregolng History were based on material 
from the following: Canadian National 

allways, Historical Researeh Officer, Mr. 3. 
Eowe, Montreal. Canadian National allvays' 
(tila in Edmonton, Publie Archives Canada, 
‘Ottawa, Book: "The Possibilities of Canada ar 
‘Truly Great", memoirs by Martin Nordege, 
ceaited by T. D. Regent. Books: "History of the 
Canadian National Rativays" volumes one and 
two, author G. ReStevens 


HISTORY OF POSTAL SERVICES OF 
ECKVILLE, ALBERTA 

nthe early 1800s, as settlers were gradually 
moving westward irom the main Calgary” 
Edmonton line, mail facities were called for, 
with the result that in the year 180d plans were 
made for a post office that was to Necome the 
entre of eke 

Mr. Eckford, 8 homesteader, and one ofthe 
progressive type, erected a sultable bullding to 
Fuse the post ofice and a trading post om his 
lang, and then looked for a man to operate Both 
of them for the benefit ofthe commit 
fade plans for the building, Me Eektord ob 
{ained permission to operate a post office so that 
‘when Mr. John Klick, a young Englishman not 
Tong out from the old country, was ehosen as tne 
businessman fo operate the post otice and stare, 
authority and supplies arrived in the name of 
Eektord Post Office. Mr. Eekford, considering 
the name ton personal, changed ito Eekvile 
ft'name which har since become well known 
Throughout the country 

Ta December of 1805, the post office and 
trading centre was officially opened al a site 






































aout a mile northeast of the present toven of 
Eckl n spot known for many” years a8 Liber 
fy Hall Comer, just west of the J, Onobysyn 
sidence 
Mail was fist hauled from the Evarts posto 
fice, about 12 males southeast, by the late fr. A 
BB. Koski. Two years later, the mall contract was 
faken over by Mr. F. Henna. Mr. Kinna later 
hauled the mail from ed Deer for several 

Tn those days, travel was very different, as 
rivers and creeks had t0 be forded, muskegs 
‘ere numerous, and roads were only tals that 
Tea tothe west, 30 n0 doubt many affeultles 
were experienced before mal oF other supplles 
ached the setters. 

Mr, Killick gave up the post atic in 1908 and 
moved 30 miles west, to Racky Mountaln House, 
‘here he operated a general store for more than 
Wyears Following fis departure, the exile 
post office was taken over’ by Mr. R 
Brunseraede, who carried on uni 311 

‘in 1810 the country west of Red Deer was 
being rapidly developed: with farming, timber 
{nd coal mines whieh called for transportation 
‘Toit ths need, the CP.R. and the CNT. both 
built railway Hines west to. Rocky”‘Mountaln 
House, with the C-N.R golng 60 miles further 
‘est To the coal leks at Nordegs. 

‘Wnen the ralway went past ckville in 1912 
the trading centre and post office was moved 
from Old Bekvile tots present site, and the ate 
Mr. M. Forkan was. postmaster and 
Storekeeper” trom Itt unt 1818. Mr. CS 
Crosby Was postmaster trom 1918 unl 195, 
‘when he was succeeded by Mr. WE. Haves, Wh 
‘carried on for about a year. Nir. Daniel Clausen, 
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‘ow deceased, then took aver the position and 
‘Was postmaster for 24 years —untlhe retired in 
10 

Mr. Clausen saw the greatest changes take 
place, withthe village growing rapialy for about 
fenyears, unt the district nad a complete tie of 
Services that few other sillages of 3 size had (0 
Ste. As land sas cleared and roads were being 
‘bull: the population of the district Increased, 
alin fr extra mall services, so that In 1828 the 
firs rural mall dellvery was Inaugurated and 
Tater ths was Inereased fo tree routes whleh 
Served about 30 farm families with mall service 
three times a week 

‘bout 1097 dally’ mall delivery was given to 
‘okie: By thls time both railway trains were 
hauling mall, The trains travelled on alternate 
days, thus giving a great improvement in the 
‘all service, which had previously been three 
times a week 

De Clausen and his staff saw the change that 
took post office employees nto the Civil Service 
In Is. This was a great slep forward for the 
‘employees because It gave them beter Working 
fnltions, regular hours, ollgays with pay, and 
8 steady salary according to average work per 
formed 

‘When Mr. Clausen retired tn 1950, his assis. 
tant, Ms. M. Ke Schoter, ook charge for seven 
Toniis unl the position was filed late in the 
‘Same year by Gordon MeNel, who is stil the 
Postmaster In 307. Pitty years of progress have 
Seon many changes and inany moves from the 
tits Ile ofice that was only" corner in a 
ploneer store tothe present large mader afc. 
The’ post office was moved tothe. present 
bullalng in. September, 1955, trom tts former 
Tocation inthe bullding now oGcupted by Rhode’ 
Radio and TY, 

"The latest improvement in mall service has 
bpeen thatthe mall delivery from Red Deer to 
Rocky’ Mountain House was changed from rail, 
travel to Motor Transport In September, 1853. 
ally schedule gives the most regular and fastest 
Service possible between Eckvill and the main 
‘ity pols, OF course, these Improvement, and 
thers, must be. pald for. Postage rates Tor 
Teiters nave risen trom thece cents in te ploneer 
days (othe cost of 1 cents for maling a etter i 
‘Caada in 177, andthe end Is not Insight! 


EARLY RELIGIOUS SERVICES AT 
ECKVILLE AND CONDOR — by Reverend J 
Mayne, 

“i 1906 1 was appointed by the Board of Home 
Missions ofthe United Church of Canada t0 the 
Student Ailssion Field at Eekville and Condor 
My experience there was tally” successful, 
although church attendance at both places could 
have been better, Lhad learned from previous 
experience not to be discouraged on Sundays 
‘ren the congregations were small boarded at 
the MeDonald home In Bekville, and was well 
taken care of in that way. Generally, after Thad 
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been a few weeks on a Field, would hear ofthe 
previous students, and could judge in hat way 
ow my’ work was golng. T do not remember 
hearing such comments on the Eckville-Condor 
Charge, and had to be content 

‘On ail my student mission elds dla con 
siderable ‘visilation and thus. got. better ac 
{quanted with the people, some of whom never 
‘Same to he Services. On one such visit in Condor 
liste the man eoasiderea himeelt above at 
fending the service ~ or, was it below? Wehad & 
fonsiderable amount of dlseussion but neither 
Was able to persuade the olker to his way of 
thinking I think I could fin the house where we 
Lived, but have forgotten the name. 

‘Ai Condor there was. small but active 
orange Lodge. On the twelfth of July here was a 
meting in the moraing whlch Tattended ast was 
S member of the Order. The parade at Condor 
teas small compared with ones I-had seen tn 
Dither” places, particaariy’ Northern  Treland 
Where £ had lived until coming to Canada at the 
ge of fifteen, 

"For transportation on Sunday’ and during the 
woek 1 used a bieyele. On two wet Sundays T 
Harted to walk fo Condor on the ralwway track, 
The Section man wae outwith bis hand ear and 
gave mea ride almast to Condor. When the 
‘weather cleared again used my bicycle 

‘At that time the late Mr. Wiliam Aberhart 
was beginning Rs preaching. 1as not persona 
Ty interested fn bis tine of thought. One or {0 of, 
the Condor congregations, perhaps more, 1 fel 
Were dravin to Mr Aberhatt 

Bill Bradsha, of Alhambra, was doing high 
senool work in Eekvile at this time and Re Was 
boarding with me at MeDonala's, was invlted to 
his home on two oF three occasions and Mad 
‘ery pleasant time, as Bill's parents were very 
Kind fo me. Several years later 1 read in the 
paper that Bl had been klled Ina highway acc: 
ent, butt never learned any’ of the detall 

‘Nineteen twenty-six was fifty-one Years ago 
s0 1 do not remember many names. Seat and 
Mrs. Hastie and Peter; "Wink", Ormle MeKee 
and Laura Porter were some at Condor. Doctor 
4nd Mrs. Sommerville, ne MeDonalds, and Joe 
‘Marshati come to my falnd at Eckvile 

'ASparis Day was held it Eckvlle and for me 
the specialty was he Bievele race. About half an 
hour before this race was to start a young lad 
asked to borrow my bleycle fora few minutes. 
Jet nlm have i and away’ he went, not to return 
Unill the race was over. Bl Bradshaw insisted 
fon me using his bike. Aa older boy had his Bike 
fixed with a larger gear to enable him Io £0 
faster. However, he was not strong enough (0 
push ft for he one-mile distance of the rave. At 
the three-quarter mark 1 looked back and the 
nearest rider war at the half-mile mark I 
Coasted the rest ofthe way andit was announced 
that lhad-done the mile in four minutes, ad T 
Jnowa that Twas being timed, Teouldeastiy have 
completed the male In less time 


























ST. PAUL'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH — by 
Met H. Curran 

"phe history of St. Paul's Presbyterian Church 
dates back ta 1800 when the original bulding, & 
Schoo! house located ane mile north of town, was 
bought fora community curen and moved ta the 
slie'where the preseat chureh stands, The tte 
Was eld by several interested people in the 
town. Rey. W. G._ Brown, the Presbyterian 
minister in Red Deer, was'a promoter of the 











|, of Toronto, was the frst student 
‘minister, coming in May, 1622. He stayed for the 
Summer ‘in the Dr. Backus home, now the Rey 
Saari Home, Next came’a blind’ minister Wo 
took the services at Sylvan Lake, Evarts, and 
Eekvile, 

Tn 101 the “Ladies Auxiliary to the Eekylle 
Community” Church’ sas organized. ‘The 
(Charter Members were: Ms, Heimbecker, Mrs, 
(Coughin, Mrs. Lit, Mis, J. M. MeDonald and 
Miss Tompson’ During the year they donated one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars towards 
purchase af the ehuren building, held an ice 
ream and strawberry social, bought and var 
ished the benches in the church, had a retresh 
Tent booth a the baseball tournament and put 
‘ona chleken supper at which they char fifty 
ents for adults and twenty-five cents, for 
hlidren 

‘When the vote was taken for church union {a 
1925 there were four votes for union and one op. 
posed. Under the United Church student 
ministers were included, Mr, Mayne fram a 
‘onion, Mr. Wilson from ‘Toronto and. Mr. 
Tacorow “from Newfoundland, A. everoom 
shack moved onto Yhe church grounds served a5 
‘Accommodation for the student ministers. Then 
{or a few years there were no chireh services 
land the bullding was rented by the schoo! board 

‘pe used as a schoo, 

Unable ‘to. continue, the United Church 
recommended that the Eckville parish be 
Feturned to the Mission Board of the 
Bresbyterlan Church. The first Presbyterian stu 
dent, Mr. Harold Corky, arrived from Ireland for 
fhe spring and summer of 181. He travelled by 
bleyele, and saddle horse afore obtaining alight 
‘ellvery truck for fifty dallars from Red Deer, 
which he learned to drive on the return trip 10 
Eckvile 

Summer, 1982, brought Mr. Hartley Casler 
from Ontario. in 1985 Mr, Esser was sent ot to 
the Bekville field, He lived in Bena during the 
Summer, as It seemed more central. In 895 Me. 
Malcolm MeLean was the student minister. He 
Femained nere unl the fal of he following year, 

‘He was flawed by Mr. Duncan Campbell 
During’ his ministry” Benaito Instead of. Cen: 
Irevile, became asbociated with Eckville and 
Mespero, "a-manse.was built on the. churek 
‘grounds a churen was bullt at Hespero and the 
{se of the church In Bekville fora School room 
was discontinued, The ladies changea the name 




















of thelr organization to Eekville Church Ladies 
‘a. 


‘Me. T. M. Fraser came in 941. It was during 
his ministry thatthe trees were planted on the 
huren property and the grounds were fenced, 
‘The early 1h)'s brought a dedicated deaconess, 
Miss" Teuby Walker, who travelled to tock) 
Mountain House to give religious instruction 10 
‘outlying schools and formed a young people's 
troup and a Mission Band, as well as conducting 
Services 

“Tae first ordained minster to be called to 
Eekville was Rev. Pred Howick, who came fn 
‘si6. Up fo ins time the church had been run by 
{he Ladies’ Ald and a board of managers. Now & 
Kirk Session was elected and the Eckville 
Church was given the name St, Pat's, The ttle 
to the ehurek was transferred from the Ualted 
Church tothe Presbyterian Chureh 

During ie late 1840's an evening group ofthe 
“Ladies” Ald was organized for those whe Could 
not aitend afternoon meetings. They have con 
tinued to carry on the work of supporting the 
chureh started by the senor group. Thelrfurkey 
Supper put on every fall has become a communi 
fyattraction and & tration, 











“The now church building was started in 3960 
and dedieated in 862. Many volunteers from the 
‘community assisted in excavating, pouring con 
rete, and constructing the new building. The od 
Bolling was sold fo Erle Korhonen who how uses 
Ht as his residence. A morigage-burning 
Ceremony’ was held in i971 and the bexyile and 
Hespre charges were united in 1974, Plans are 
row belng made for the construction of @ new 
‘anse on a lot purchased on Sard Street 

‘Otter ministers, students. and deaconestes 
\who have served in our Chureh Inelude MA. V. 
Bentum, Mr. L- Bacon, Mr. Forbes, ir Ml 
(Coles, Nir. C: F. MeGregor, Rev. Kingsley King, 
Rev. D-L. Crocker, Rev. Wen. Riemps, Mt. K€ 
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Grant, Rev. Peter Walters, Rev. Sheldon 
Mekeizle, Rev. Howard Grace, Mr. Poter 
Booth, Me” Hugh simpson, Miss Irs Ford, Rev 
BIS. Harty, Rev. Kenneth Knight, Mr. Kenneth 
MeLeod, Rev. R. J. Burton, Rev. Sidney Chan 
‘and our present minister, Rev. L. George Mac 
‘onal 


SAINT PAUL'S PRESBYTERIAN SENIOR 
TADIES AID — ECKVILLE — by danet Sith 
And Tris Eau 

‘On February 5, 1921, an organizational 
meeting war held at the home of Mrs 
Heisbecker fo form a chireh auxiliary, Mr 
Helnbecker was acting ‘chairman and, Miss 
‘Thompson acted as secretary. The name chosen 
for the auiary was "The Ladies Auxiliary to 
the Eemvlle Community” Churet The ladles 
present at this meeting were: Mrs, Helnbecker, 
irs. Cougnlin, Mrs. (De) Backus, Mrs. O'Been, 
is. Herring, Mrs; Lit, Mrs. Gafrles and Miss 
‘Thompson. 

‘On'February 25,191, the frst meeting of the 
new organization was held at the home of Mrs. 
Helnbeeker. The members enrolling inthe club 
At this frst meeting. were: Mrs, Helnbecker, 
‘Mrs! Coughlin, Mrs. Lit, Mrs, MeDonald and 
Mits Thompson. Mrs, Helnbecker was 
nominated pesient tre LAC at sic 

siden, Mis. McDonald as secretary and Mrs. 
Gouin as treasurer 

“Junior members who became members ofthe 
cub in Apr 1921, were Jessle Orr, Olga Mackie, 
Eaith Smith, Elin Hereing, Olive Garries and 
Rosa Honsen. At the end of ihe first year, there 
Were 18 members belonging fo the lub, 

Th August, 192, S30 werth of lumber was 
purchased from Wilson Lumber fo bulld chureh 
Feats W-H, Johnson hauled 10 loads of gravel for 
fhe foundation of the church at a cost price of $8 

“Tneladies held a chicken supper tn the fall of 
10 They charged S0¢ per adult and 25¢ for 
‘mall children, Proceeds $29, 

















‘The ladies were very busy through the years, 
salsng tone for many causes, Some of Mele 
money raising projects were: grab bag sales, 
{guessing contest, sale of eandy and home-made 
flowers, luneh at the annual meeting, social 
evenings suppers, plays, St, Patricks tes, both 
St the Sports Day” and. ball tournament, 
Strawherrd and icecream socials’ lawn suppers, 
pie sorts, birthday socials, bazaars, lunch at 
the home cooking contest atthe school, on elec: 
ton day, ploughing bees, auction sales, Jubllee 
tea, Indetion service, eatered to Sestrap's wed. 
‘ing reception, goose auction and held an old 
‘maids convention 

‘Ata social evening in 125, the ladles decided 
tohave a sawdust ple: They collected 100 articles 
fd had one ple for 1N¢artieles and one or 20 ar 
ticles (I believe ics similar to our fish pond) 

‘Many’ months they held wo meetings as there 
was a Tot of organizing to do 

‘in February 198, the name of the society was 
cnanged tothe “Ladies Ausiisry of the Eexwile 
United Charen 

Tin March, 138, a cabin was purchased from 
‘rs. Dahl for $325 and moved onto the church 
ots; tobe used by the student minister, later It 
‘was tented out for $9 per month 

in 198, because of the change tn the church 
denomination to Presbyterian, the ausillary 
fame was changed to "The Eckvile Church 
Ladies Al 











Many of the charities the ladies supported 
were: teas for ladies who were not members 
{donations of money and clothing 10 the Womens 
Mlssionery Society, donated articles foward the 


Post Office, handkerchlet showers for new 
Comers, reception for Mf, Carthue, danations to 
he choir, CGIT, Camp Kanaawin and the Mis 
Slon Band, paniry, shower for minister, 
Scholarships for students to attend school at 





‘Medicine Hat from the Red Deer Presbytery 
later from anywhere in alberta 

“Tuey acted as Judges of ome cooking atthe 
school, held plenies, made payments oa the 
mortgage on the old church, new church, od 
Manse, paid insurance on chureh, "and 
ansferred deed on old church. 

‘Bult chimney in cabin, palated church and 
‘cabin, varnished seats, fenced around ehureh 
purchased chalrs, hymn books and song books 
{or chureh, ult cupboards (nthe manse 
Donated often toward ministers stipend. They 
la lot of visting to the sk and sbut Ins, gave 
farewell its to ministers and hospital patients 
‘They made qults for needy famille, for the Red 
(Cross and donated a quilt to Camp Kannan 

“The ladies decorated the churen for Easter 
Mother's Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas 

Tall amounted to many hours of work and 

me given to the chuteh and community. The 
Ladies Ald decided to ty to organize a younger 
‘womens group which was formed in January 
58. The Senior Ladies group dsbaidd in 1968 








ST, PAUL'S PRESBYTERIAN “EVENING 
‘GtioUP” — rekvile— by Verna Purnell 

‘On Jangary 8, 148, Mrs, Crocker reported to 
the Sonlor Ladies Ald of St. Paul's that ameeting 
Was to be held to form a Junior Group of St 
au's Chutek. Charter members of the Junior 
Group Included. Mrs, Jean Stopsen, Mrs. 
Crocker, ‘Mrs. Morel Sesirap, Mrs. Ann Mtn 
tyre, his. Esiher Yeo plus several more we do 
ot have a record of. Mes. Jean Stopsen is ll 
member of our group and the only one of the 
Sriginal charter members, 

‘We do no! have any Fecords of the first 10 


Semper it 











ears but no doubt they were busy worthwhile 
Sears wih ots of activites. One of nich mas 
ply, put on 85) by members ofthe Group 19 
Kelp alse money 
en meetings were held during the year with 
ro meetings held during July and August unless 
Some important event came up and then ex 
cutive meetings were held, Memberships have 
Seen as high au and as ow ase. higieht of 
1850 was the group vist fo CKRD-TV program 
“Tate Breaktast"A play was aso pt on in 88 
wit the proceeds gong to the bufling fund for 
the new church, ev. Sheldon MacKenzie was 
the minister St. Paul's at that time and he as 
took pat ints play Members seed s tse 
liners well as morning and afternoon cote 
touhe 30 some men Who Turned out to help pour 
the cemen for te new church basement inane 
5860. Churen services were held in what is no¥ 
NCaret's Hardware Store" until the church 
basement was able tobe used before the upstairs 
Was completed. Dedieation of the new church 
Was held on Apri 12, 196, with the guest seater 
Seine the Rew Petez Walers, a former minister 
USE Paul's Deaconess, Mies nis Ford was our 
‘minater-at that time ‘and puta. eemendous 
mount of effort into the ication. Tne has 
Since been ordained Presbyterian Minster 
Januar) 19 197 after many years ot aay 80 
tard work: Being a very dedicated persoo, she 
suilbea rea ate othe ltr Cr Evening 
roup served a dinner and luneh fortis special 
Dealtation Service io 
Several misslonaries and deaconesses have 
been Invited to speak at our meetings over the 
‘ears and thelr experiences have proven very In 
{resting. Members ef the group have Gone 














volunteer visting tothe sick and shutins and at 
tne time visited all new-comers tothe town nd 
tise, 

"The group have helped financlally In conjunc 
lion with the Ladies Ald-and. the Hespero 
Presbyterian Ladies Ald withthe upkeep ofthe 
mmanse as well as baying furnishings, cleaning 
find painting the manse at various times when 
feeded. As well they nave made several 
Gonatns to Nelp pay aff the mortgages on the 
‘id manse when was finally paid oft in 2963 

‘Our group has given financial assistance to 
the chureh Youth groups such as C.0.C-'s, Bx 
Dlorers, GL. and the Sunday school and have 
Epunsoted girs io various camps. Members also 
assist with Mother and Daughters banquets 
Among the several fund ralsing projects over the 
years have been putting on plays, rummage 
Sales, bake sales, bazaars and teas a ell as out 
‘ain annual event, the urkey supper. Twenty 
{wo of these suppers have een held up to dae 
Weave also setved lunch after funerals and at 
Auction sales and helped with the beef barbecue 
Sponsored by the chureh board. 

"The Junlor Group Worked in conjunction with 
the Senlor Ladies Ald in several of their ac 
tivities unt the Seniors disbanded in January, 
‘hb, Since then, we eal our Group "St. Pal 
Evening Group’ Mrs. J. M. MeDonald and Mrs. 
Gammings attended our meetings for many 
Years and s0 became our Honorary Members 
Some early memorles of the group were con 
‘nibuting home beking end eanring fo our many 
ingle student ministers. We alsa have hosted 
inners for several WLS, and. Presbytery 
meetings, hosted and took part in World Day of 
Prayer Services, served lunches for Induction 
land Recogaltion Services for new ministers as 
‘wellas faking part in clean-up bees and financial 
lato Camp Kanniwan — also have helped seth 
‘TB. xcray elinies In Towa, 

Tn December, 1870, ihe Evening, Group 
donated S100 tothe Churen Board fish pay 
Ing off the mortgage on the church. A Mortgage 
Buning. Ceremony was held in April 18,197), 
With Rev. Sheldon MacKenzie of Newfoundland, 
‘former minister here and very instrumental in 
{etting the ew church program started, a 
‘Best speaker. 

‘tter the new church was bulll a Memoria 
fund teas started to help pay for an electric 
‘organ. The latest venture has been the bulding 
Gfamew Presbyterian Chureh Manse In Eckvile 
‘N tcemendous amount of volunteer labour as 
‘been put ito this by the men of fhe chuteh and 
Srverat of our grou have painted and cleaned. 
Rev. George Macdonald, our present minister, 
‘came fo Us from Nova Séotia and he moved in 
{hs new Manse in February, 1978. An Induction 
Servtee soe held pl 1, 178, with whieh the 
Ties wl be assisting 

‘Our group presented Mrs. J. M. McDonald 
witha Life Membership and nia the WMS. for 
her'many Years of falthful service to both 




















roups. It was presented to her at the Sith An 
fiversary Service on: November 7, 1901. The 
Cidest member of the ehureh, Mrs. J. ML 
MeDonald” and. the ‘youngest member, Mrs 
Sharon Lemke (nee Onotryseym) Rad the honour 
‘st eutting the Anniversary cake 

‘Mt the present time, Marea, 178, our group 
has 23 members and one honourary member 
‘Our group continues tobe active and enjoys ood 
fellowship. 





GIRLS’ GROUPS OF ST. PAUL'S 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CGT. began In Eckvite tn, 1925 when a 





group of girs Was organtzed and led by Mss 
Katty: Herring. ‘The girls met each week with 
their leader af the Herring home ater school 
Sometimes. the girls from the country rode 
horses. Some of the activities Included sleigh 
Fiding down ‘Kasper"s hill, picates. with 
homemade fee cream, and hikes Tooking’ for 
Shalls, fogs and things of nature. The Christmas 
Dany, where homemade gifts were exchanged, 
fas 4 highligh of the year 

"The group tas led By Miss Ena Paul in 1928 
‘gat Some af the gris who belonged were Bessie 
Bromiling, Lela Lowe, Ada ‘Tolvonen,. Sylvia 
Kalaputas, Eivie Sestrap and Evelyn Spurgeon 
With’no fesident “minister, Vesper. Services, 
Mother-Daughter Banguels and Graduation 
Ceremonies were not possible 

In 1988 the group was ed by Margaret McKin. 
ron and Ruth Craig. Leaders and gins would 
‘valk to the homes for meetings — sometimes as 
far as three miles 

‘An event that the girls looked forward to was 
three weeks at Camp Katota on Half Moon Bay 
‘The total cost of camp vas 85. Girls slept In 
fabing and were asked to bring thelr own mal 
{toss “ticks”: Fresh straw would be supplied, 
Girls trom the surrounding towns came and 
became good friends of the local gis 

Tm 184, with the arrival of the deaconess, 
Miss Ruby Walker, C.G-LT. again became very 
fclive. Meetings were ow held in the manse 
‘The gies assintea withthe Christmas service of 
{he ehureh and helped the Ladies Ald in packing 
Christmas baskets forthe needy They fook the 
Tend in the first World Day of Prayer Service 
held in Bebe 

‘C.G.LT. continues to play a major role inthe 
spiritual and_ social development of teen-age 
irs in the community. Present-day activities 
Include Bible study, crafts and games, and sing 
Ing. The iris take tirns running the ""Twek 
Shop" In the hospital. The C.G.1T. Chote ean be 
heard at many community affairs such a8 the 
Rememerance Day Service. The’ Christmas 
Vesper Service, the Motner-Daughter Banquet 
{ind the Senlor Citizen's Tea are the main events 
of ie year. 

The Explorer group of St. Paul's 
Presbyterian’ Church was onganioed 9" Mcs 
Marie Wilson and brs. Janot Lightbown In Oc: 

















{ober of 961, The program for the Explorers In 


tudes Star ‘Ceremr 





tes, Mission Study” and 
Mether ana Daughter Banguel. Singing, Bible 
Study, cratts, hikes and games are included in 
‘he meetings 

“The C.0.C. (Chllaren of Chureh) group frit 
de isn Grades one, wand three was 
trganized a year or two after the Explorers, THe 
program ismuch the same as forthe Explorers. 

‘Miss Iris Ford, the deaconess who sefved th 
church at ths time, was the instigator behind the 
frganization of bot gitls’ groupe, 

‘At the present time the €.GrLT. leaders are 
Barbara Oisen, Maxine Taylor, Iris Eu 

‘The Explorer Jeaders are Donna. Anderson, 
Pat Lindberg and Sharon Watson, 

The €.0.6. was reorganized in 173 by Susan 
‘Skoedepole and Ingrid Lindberg. ‘The present 
C.O.c Neaders are’ Susan Skoedopole, Ingrid 
Tinabirg and Sandra Cordon, 











ECKVILLE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE, 

‘The Chureh ofthe Nazarene came to Bekville 
byeetse a family was inevested and asked the 
Aistriet chureh leader for services to be beld 
here. Barty in 1848 a Christian Workers group 
fom Canadian Nazarene College In Red Dect 
{ook the responsibilty for services, which we 
hel inthe Mike Covlin ome. For a few months 
Services Were Held upstairs in the “Den” of the 
Memorial Hail, then nga in Mike and Eslen's 
home 

‘Tn 1049 Russel Quanta, who was attending 
ANC. accepted the pastorate and for a short 
lime came from "Red. Deer" by bis on the 
‘weekends with his Wife and {Wo hildren. to 
Covlin's home. They visited extensively, and the 
Work bogan to grow. Two lots Were purchased on 
What it now Sled. Avenue from ‘Mrs Fanny 
Jones, and under the leadership of Russell & 
{church butiding was toon erected, even though 
by thls time he’ was also. pastoring in Rocky 
Mountain House. Many thanks to. several 
farmers, business men of The village and others, 
Doth men and. women, who so wiligly gave 
‘money for the lots and materials, aad labor for 
the building. ‘The ehureh was completed. and 
Feady for use at Easter 180, and was dedicated 
Induly of the same year 

‘A four-foom parsonage was bulit on the other 
Jot Mist Ruth Lawrence, mbo wae then the 
pastor, did some of the bullding herselt. Rev. 
Garfield Ferris of Rea Deer was pastor {ror 
1952 to.1obs, when Rev, Herbert Quanta came 
‘with his family from Vietora to live here. He 
pastored for seven years, leaving to move 10 
Calgary inthe summer of 161 to altend Univer 
sity: Rev. E. V. Swarthout followed a pastor for 
almost a year and then Rev, Norman Falk was a 
Supply pastor for four months. Rev. Harold 
{Quantz eame in August of 1962 from a pastorate 
In edelit, 

Tn the fat of 1983 the congregation ventured 
on another bullding program on the same lt, 10 














provide needed Sunday Sehool classrooms. So 
Pastor Harold Quante and various. people 
‘worked diligently during the fall and sinter and 
the frst service in the new superstructure was 
held in April, 1964. Many’ thanks go. again to 
‘everyone who worked and gave In any Was’ 
Numerous cups of coffee were shared tn 
hospitality and much fun, too, a8 we worked 
together. ‘The pen in the office surely seemed 
lightweight after laying blocks during noon nour 
What do you de when you paint yourselt int 
omer? Finishing work continued so taat the 
Dullding was. dedicated in October. 1965. ‘The 
former churen bullding was moved, as ii was 
Sold fo the village of Eckvile for a garage. In 
AUST the present parsonage was purchased from 
Areal Hila and the former residence was 

Fev. Willam Baptist became pastor n 1967 
and eoatinued for five years, then Rev. ViClor 
trey eame. tn January, 1974 he let to take 
studies at Canadian Bible College (now tn Win 
nipeg.) Rev. Isaac Reaman eame from Rea Dect 
‘and suppited intl Rev. Harold Quantz came 
Beek as pastor for a second time in Tuly of 1974 
and is a present the pastor 

‘As life's, pastors come and then move on: 
people come and go; but we believe each Ras 
Eonteibutedfo the work of God's Kingdom, As we 
Continue to work and worship together may’ we 
follow the example of our Lord Tesus Christ and 
fell he good news of salvation and serve Our 
generation, 











ECKVILLE ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC WOME: 
TEAGUE, 

The group started In December 1958 as the 
Ccatholié Ladies Organization, Some ofthe foun 
fing mombers who still belong. are Dorothy 
Fornan, Ellen Armeneau, Helen Kasha, Jenny 
Pulilla, Hazel Cordon, and Gertrude MeDonald 
(Others who are not too far away are Bert Kuntz, 
Birdie Peta and Maxine McAndrew. Another 
founding. member was Alfeen Forhan who 
passed away December 10, 1976 

“The group had hopes, a onetime, ot having a 
local ehureh ana were willed two lie town for 
‘hat purpose, With changing times, better roads 

faster travel, never came about s9 we are 
part ofthe Sylvan Lake parish 

‘As in any Orgaatzation, we ave had our share 
of bake sales, bingos, rafles, rummage sales, 
land catering to ralse money for what we nought 
‘vas a good cause, atthe time, Times changed 
4nd circumstances altered our needs. We do 
Some service work auch as helping host showers 
Serving coffee at funerals, taking a Turn for the 
World Day of Prayer ana have helped with .B. 
XeRay clinies by addressing cards, supplying 
Dostae and helping on cline days. 
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ur Lady of Vietory Camp at Gull Lae has 
recelved our support and of eourse ou children 
‘over the Years sended summer camps alfeen 
Forman cooked at camp one summer. For a 
fumber of years we helped ith food by supply 
Ing two ples each (enough for a meal) or double 
batches of cookies 

‘Daring the school term we used 10 hold 
catechism classes in ou homes on Friday’ after 
choo! (later changed to Monday) uni our 
lasses became too large, We had Christmas 
Dartles in the hall for families. For a few years 
Estechism Was held in the school. For the 1ast 
few years, it has been held at Syivan Lake after 
mass on Sunday In cenjunetion with the eildren 
fom that disriet. Our Beckie group always 
“Suppiles the lunch forthe catechism Chistmnas 
parties at Sylvan Lake, ever since we started 
{nis amalgamation 
‘April 28, 1961 Was charter night for our St. 
Mary's Catholic Women's League as part of @ 
‘word organization, I as ih the form ota ban 
tet catered fo by Mrs. Greenman and attended, 
Gy ladies of surrounding. organizations and 
rests, The ladies have helped with house clean 
Fagot cnurcandeamp over he years, 35 wel 
taking part in. parish. plenics. and soclals. 
Catholic youth groups have been held for periods 
bf and on over the Years under various names 
{through spectal interests of some of the priests. 

Tn isd our C.W-L. started a scholarship fo the 
top boy and gir stidents in grade aine. These 
‘were first based on results of Gepartmental ex 
Bmfnatlons but, since they were discontinued, 
‘hasbeen let up fo the Saft. Pollowing Is alist of 
Winners tothe present, according to our fecords 
nd those at the school: 1982—Clara ‘Dobbs, 
Allan Tolonen; 1968—Vieky Liska, Gerald Sam: 
brooke: 1864--Dianne ‘Coviln, Hein. Matllsen; 
1955—Syivia Andrew. Robert Spittal: 1966—Ber 
radaite MeDonale, Bryan Kasper: 1967—Judlth 
Kuntz, Ron Hletala; 1988-Faye Johuson, 
Ronald. Koats; 1988--Debbie.Soerd,, Harry 
Thomas; I9T0-—Ann_ Kasha, ‘Dwayne Ophus, 
Istt=Pat Purnell, Clarence Koots, 1972—Ftuth 
ictal, Keith Pragoda: 1913.-Wendy Keegstra, 
‘Tim Gelle: 19tt=Noreen “Onofryszyn, ‘Mark 
Lilvam: 1o73—Ingrld Lindberg, Paul Twa: 
Iate-Naney Fischer, Micheal Wettsteln: 
IMT—Shinley Nelson, Leslie Burdick 

‘Since 1062 our club has Bought the owers for 
Conrstmas forthe altar at Our Lady of Assump 
tion Churen, Sylvan Lake. In November 1968 we 
Intute a letter to Me. Hooke about having a senior 
‘aens home in Bekville Eight vears tater thls 
Stall request may have Relped It to become 8 
Feallty. On Novernber 2, 1878 we gave up our 
Eekvilie CW.L, charter tobecome a cirele ofthe 
Selvan Lake group. During the winter of 19 we 
ried whist eard parties as a form of solalaing. 
We are stil somewhat active. s0. you wll 
probably be approacied fo buy a ticket by one of 
bur group to support our commitments such a5 
{he senolarship oF the good cause ofthe time 

















FINNISH MINISTERS AND CHURCI 
HISTORY — by Mrs, Aune Parkkarl 

Tn the early 1900's, when many Finnish 
families had settled in Alberta, there were also 
Short-time ministers ofthe Presbyterian Church 
‘who came to minister. The first recorded 
Iminister' was’ Reverend. Hjelt, succeeded, by 
Pastor Blomgren. Then In 1810 Reverend K. E. 
‘Korhonen came lo serve more permanent and 
faithfully. served until his ‘death. In 1913 
Reverend and Mrs, Andrew Harju and famlly 
moved into the parsonage east of Eekvile and 
Served also at Kuusamo, Brightview and 
Manyberties, In 1019 he moved to Portland, 
‘Oregon, U.S.A 

‘On duly 18, 199 Reverend and Mrs. John 
Luomaia and family moved ino the parsonage, 
Coming from New Hampshire, U.S.A. He served 
Si 23 line spa hen par me or a ew 
‘more years. After this the parsonage was empty 
Un it_was, moved to Sylvan Lake for & 
Presbyterian Church Manse 

T1982 a Reverend Kopra and fami 
ministered for awhile. He bulla house at Sylvan 
Take whieh he sold and moved away. 

everend Kuitunen was a welledueated man 
and had been here for 8 short visi 

Reverend Jarvinen from California, USA. 
vas preaching at one tlme for a short perlod 
These two men were through hereafter 
Reverend. Kopra, ‘Reverend. Muroma {ror 
Finland kept a service or two at Sylvan Lake 
fand a year or so later Reverend Ylonen from 
‘Finland had few services 

‘Reverend and Mrs, Wallas from Fil 
here for about 8 year And a Ra, making thelr 
home at Svivan Lake. One summer Reverend 
find Mr, Lehto from the States held meetings. 
the early 140" a young graduate minister, Alex 
Koski, served heve and at Wapell, Saskaiche. 
‘wan asa temporary moister. At ths time also 
there was a young lady, a graduate ot Camrose 
LEatheran College, that did preaching amon the 
Finnish congregation, Her name was Jenny 
Ecol 

“Tnen inthe [ate 1940's two young Pentecostal 
ladies traveled by car and preached in afferent 
homes, mostiy in the summer monfis. Their 
‘ames were Lahja Reubleanen and va Eola, A 
{ew years lajer another two ladies visited the 
area’ and fad meetings in homes. They were 
Xana Bona and Aina Monkare 

‘Nt present there Is Mr and Mrs. Eila and 
mil Klunu come trom Calgary: about once & 
‘month and hold services in Elev 


CANADIAN IMPERIAL BANK OF 
COMMERCE 

In Novernber 1627 the Canadian Imperial 
Bank deelded to open in Fekvillea sub-branch of 
fhe Svivan Lake branch. Mr. Harold 8. Mann, 
Who was employed in the bank at Sylvan Lake, 
was delegated fo come to Eekvlle two or tnree 
times a week to handle the business. Sometimes 



































‘Mr. Fred Appelion, the bank manager, would 
ome, theoretically to check up on the business 
‘The Banking facilites consisted of litle wire 
tellers eage anda desk and counter n a smal of 
fice north of the lumber yard (now Carr's 
Hardware). Mr. Colpitts, a lawyer, also shared 
the office. There was atiay safe in the bank, at 
nothing was left there overnight. When Harold 
‘Mann and the Junior clerk went across the street 
fo the hotel for thes luneh one of them carried 
the bills and the otter one the sllver, and of 
‘eourse one of them had & gun 

‘Cecil Caton, who at that time was attending 
‘nigh Sehool, was employed to light the ftes and 
4o other custodial work. He must have done his 
‘Work well, far when the bank opened fulltime in 
1100, Cecll was taken on the banking Saft 

1m 1918 a bank bullding was constructed on the 
comer lot where the present bank Is 1ocated, 
‘This operated on a part“ime baste at rst but In 
December of 1990 Eekville beeame a full ime 
‘branch of the Imperial Banke of Commerce, In 
fe origina building Mr. and Mrs. Mann moved 
Into the ling quarters — four tiny rooms. Later 
210 by 10 fot iltehen was built on, and one ofthe 
Bedrooms was converted into the manager's 0 

“Ine first manager of the original bank was 
Mr, J-ML Melotosh, and jis beloved that the 
first accountant wag Matt Perry When the ban 
‘was opened for full time business in 1890 the stat! 
consisted of Harold Mann and Cecil Caton. At 
that time’ a vault was added, a few other 
alterations were made, and the bulding was in 
{se until October, 196 

Th October of 1876 the old bank was moved off 
the ste and temporarily the stat operated out of 
{to trailers af the tea of the properly: During 
this time @ new modern bank bullding was being 
Constructed. The new building eame into use Of 
‘January 1,177, sith a stat of employees and 
Mr AG. brapalka as manager. The new bank 
Duliding” was “officially” opened_ an’ Saturday 
February 5, 1917, witha ribbon-cutting 
ceremony’ and open hotse for the pub 

"The new bulldingafers expanded services or 
lis many” customers, Four tellers are n0W 
employed, a night depository service has been 
‘tdded, and several new satety deposit boxes sre 
also availabe. The new modern structure is 
lumique in design. The insde Is built trom con 
rete rafters and Is the frst of Its kind to Be put 
Ino'use in the Alberta region 








ECKVILLE CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 
LIMITED —‘Information derived trom the 
Notice of the Report and. statistics to be 
resented atthe Sth Annual Meeting on Mareh 
2, 1063 The Anniversary Review was written by 
Mr. John Liivam, and the Manager's Progress 
Report writen by Mr. W. G. MeAndrews Ad 
Aitlona information was provided by Mr, Morley 
Coulis, General Manager, in 1975. 

‘The formation of the present Eckville Co- 














operative Assocation Limited was the out 
Erowtn of an early experiment, uiizing the ad 
Vantages of co-operative buying, whlch was 
begun in Lacombe in 189, The United Farmers 
of Alberta also encouraged this practice, and it 
eas fo the Red Deer branch of fhe U.E'A, that 
the Medicine Valley Estonian Society tarned for 
Information as fo te steps leading tothe formal 
establishment. of a. Consumer's Co-operative, 
‘The Estonian Society was frst formed in 1910 for 
social purposes, but apparently deviated from 
{his restieton and on Apel, 1911 met to disease 
the formation of consumer co-operative, A 
ppublic meeting held In the month of June, 1912, 
Grew considerable interest andl was decided at 
that meeting to organize the Eckville and ilby 
Co-operative Company. By August a provisional 
board was organised and they engaged the ser 
vices oa Mfr Archibald Lit from famton, On 
taro ‘as Manager. Mr. E/N. Matchett was 
‘chosen as president, Mr. Feltz Kinna a vice 
president, nd A. ET. Eektord secretary 
{reasurer. Other board. members were. Cari 
Langer, R. Stopsen, M. Rangen and'A. Litt, A 
later formal organtzation meeting was probably 
held at which time Kinna was made president, 
J-Lundberg vice president, and. £,. Eextord 
‘Secvelary. © Raabls,H. Kingsep and C. Gustav 
son were chosen as directors. 

‘Operatiag eapltal was obtained by issuing 
shares of $50.00 each. Many people invested thelr 
Savings In these shares thus enabling the Co- 
Operative to purchase facilites and Inventory 
‘The first premises of the new organtzation was 
where the Ekle Bakery (now the J. and K. 
Foods) now stands. ‘Their first she month of 
business: brought a\ profit ot $11.00 whieh the 
members agreed 10 fe-invest in the business 0 
Drovide adaltional capital. at this same meeting, 
fn April 1, Air A. fsaacson was added to the 
board of ditetors. During an Estonian Society 
‘meeting, held. atthe Henry” Kinga ‘home of 
September 14,1813, the members present 
decided that te store manager could asstme the 
position of the Co-operative's. secretary 
{teasurer, following the resignation of MF. 
Eckford tom this postion, ‘The store manager 
was fo be pald an adaitional sum for is added 
dulies: Tae minutes ofthis meeting also note that 
Hina weuld be Invited to take an inventory 
for the year-end report, due late in November 

For the next two decades, the volume of 
business showed a slow Increase, probably due 0 
the economic conditions of the. time. A.M. 
Hogers, “newly. arrived. trom’ England, soon 
succeeded Mr, Litt as manager, and, while act 
Ingsn the dual role'as secretary treasurer and 
‘manager, helped write oxt many’ ofthe original 
bylaws ofthe organization, During this ne Mr, 
Rogers was also the entire staff ofthe store, 
well as areal estate dealer on the side In 1982 
Mr. ‘D. Clausen replaced Mr, Rogers as 
‘manager. 

The Government of the Province of Alberta 








pissed the Co-operative Assoclation Act in 1837 
Und te folowing year the bekvllle and Gilby Co 
‘operative Company was incorporated as. "The 
ewville Co-operative. Assoctation Limited” 
With the objective of the Associaton belag "t6 
bperate a general store", The number of shares 
{oe issued is nlimited andthe vale sflxed at 
five dallars each, Head afice of the Association 
fs to be situated in Eekville. Mr. O. Umarl was 
‘anager at tis me. Tae business expanded to 
{elude a lumberyard and about 1888 anew store 
Dullng was bull onthe present site, 

‘Business was apparently good, and when Me. 
1. Kalla took the manager's elm in 290 began 
toexpand qulte rapidly. FA. ols was taken up 
from private contractors in 1944 and in 1947 a 
locker plant and slaughterhouse was added t0 
the services. provided. for. Co-op members, 
followed by a seed. and feedmaiil in T8i8, The 
Capital for ths particular venture Was pledged 
Extmembers, but, unfortunately only two of the 
pledges were honoured and the Assoctation was 
Forced to borrow the greater part of the money 
{hat wax needed Yo_purenase and remodel the 
four mill whieh C. Moro had constructed sore 
years earller 

‘Aitough this new service greatly alded the 
‘community, such large borrowing reduced the 
Sssocation’s available operating. eapltal and 
prompted the board te venture into the 
Eutomobile retail lela in 1850, as a means of In 
creasing turnover. Further, a parts service for 
Canadian Covperatives Implements. Limited 
Wras added fo the services provided. This proved 
Tove (oo great a burden for he capitalization of 
the enterprise and sharp credit esirilions 
began to curb the Astociation’s activites. The 
board was forced {o make policy changes and 
fleclded to ehange managers a5 Well. WG. 
Meandrews, formerly as assistant manager 
was made co-manager with Ms. W. Metatyre, 
who had been managing the lumberyard. 

in 98, under the management of Mr. Oswald 
‘Umar amew slore was Dult onthe ste the pres: 
tnt sore now oecuples, Mr. lke Kaila followed 
Is, Umari as manager and under the guidance 
ot Mr Kalla the agsoctation had an era of expan 
Sion and by 1950 the business departments con 
Sisted of groceries, meat, dry goods, hardware, 
lumber, garage machinery, feed and seed mall, 
trucking. peteoletm and lockers. The Associa: 
Hon was ‘doing’ about $800,000.00 volume of 
business a year and was Fegarded as ane of the 
better cooperatives inthe Province of alberta 
Records are not avallable from 1885 to 1850, but 
fhere was qulte an era of expansion and the 
Volume Inereased by leaps and. bounds. 
However, one. director stated thatthe entire 
Yolume ot business in 1535 had been less than 
$1000.00. 

"ais Mr. Kala lft the Association and W. 
G. McAndrews took over as general manager. 
Buco the heavy expansion program, increase in 
Inventories, personnel, ete, the “Assoclation 


















found itself in an embarrassing tinanclal pos 
tion. The board of directors at this time decided 
toreut Back on some of thelr departments unt 8 
Mable financlal position could be established, 
‘The petroleum and garage business was dis. 
posed of anda campaign to ralse new share 
Fapital was embarked upon 

’A. quota of S2,00 was sel, but only about $3, 
00 of this was raised. With this new share 
fcapital and loyal support from the members, 
business continued toinerease and by the end of 
{Ub the current laity fo current assets rato, 
‘waleh fn 1880 was in a bad positon at 11, was 
back to‘ very healthy position of almost 4 to 
‘Total volume was st about the tall ralton 
Gollar "mark, ut the Association had two 
‘departments’ less than in 1850, namely the 
petroleum and the garage. 

‘Ferlzer sales were added to the business in 
16h anid have continued fo Inerease each year 
Since. Sale of the garage and implement parts 
business (ata severe loss) and retirement from 
fhe Tetadl sale of oll and gasoline followed In 
Short order 

in the meantime Mr. Mefatyre had toft for 
another position and "Red" MeAndrews was ltt 
{in sole postession of the post of manager of the 
entire Association Fire destroyed tue main store 
Sa lis contents on the night of November 13, 
496%, and at frst It looked almost hopeless to try 
to finance a new operation. However, the Doard 
entered into an agreement withthe Atlas 











Lumber Company (now Revelstoke Sawmills 
Ltd) whereby the Atlas bought the Co-op lumber 
Yara and after ths Co-op was back n business 
broceries, meat, and some dry good, the nes 
Siore being officially opened on September 5, 
1958, 

The new era of prosperity which seemed to 
have begun was Interrupted by another major 
fire in the spring of 1961 whieh destroyed the od 
fecedmill This meant a further expenditure of 
Capital when It was decided to rebulld on the 
present site of the feedmill, The new feedra 
Dogan operations in June of 19. During 19 
neW ferllizer storage shees were ult and with 
‘ur new premises the otal Association sales in 
4862 Were $300,00 lth total savings ot 13,0 

'A membership meeting held on Navernber 10, 
rt approved the renovation ofthe main store 
and te construetion ef & new hardware — home 
furnishings center. This work was carried out 
{rough the winter and on April 20, 137 the of 
Helal epening ofthe new center was beld and Mr. 
Frite ‘Kina, the frst president and. charter 
member of the Association eut the ribbon and 
‘eclared the nes center offically open, 

‘Mr. MeAndrews served as manager of the 
Association trom 185) ‘until he resigned on 
‘August 12) 186. Mr. Oliver Stopsen was then 
‘chosen as manager and served in this position 
Unt November , 073, when he was succeeded 
yin Morley Couling 

‘These remarks out of the past constitute a 
brief review of how the Eckl Co-operative 
Association Limited made its first steps ups 
path leading trom Ite first retall outlet in the 
bruttaing now occupied by the J and K Foods store 
with their st six months of business realizing 8 
Drofit of $7.00 to is prevent modern felltes 
nd a volume of business rising trom 867,00 in 
16s fo $1.242.00 n 197, anda stil Mh figure 
ot 82,3000 in 18, 

Many people have served on the Eckville Co 
operative Association's board of directors. All ot 
them have so contributed to community welfare 
in this and other ways that thelr names have 
‘Become familiar tous. People like C. Gustavson, 
H. Mottus, H.Talson, John Saari, H. Lapp, H 
Kingsep, J. D, Plips,R. Sestrap, J. Lundberg, 
A.B. Koski, A. Lilvam, W. Burns, 1. Caton, Ef 
Erickson, Bill Smith, F. Andrew, C: Raabisand 
any others 











‘THE ECKVILLE MUTUAL TELEPHONE 

The Beeville Mutual ‘Telephone Central 
served several subsidiary lines surrounding the 
Village. These party lines each served an area of 
Approximately 20 square miles. Such a telephone 
hetwork served an area south and east of 
‘Eekville i the Benalto district. This was mostly 
a Finnish seltiement. Persons wishing (0 join 
‘were chatged $1185, later lowered to $100 per 
Iembership, whieh sum pald for the construe 
tion of a line tothe homes. Members pald 25 
ents per month above the long distance 








‘charges. Each member had his own signal ring 
which was heard throughout in each heme. 

Poles were assessed at S175 cach. A‘wo.wire 
system was strung, but proved unsatlstactory 
‘The second wire was eventually sold 10 the 
United Grain Growers Elevator Co. at KoolUk 
fora stretch of one and a half miles of line, Wire 
‘Was sold for $27 and insulators at 10 cents aplece 

‘Wien it became necessary to replace four 
poles at two railroad crossings, bir. John 
FHrlikiaen agreed to supply these for the grand 
{otal of si. Poles were fo be tamaracks 2 feet 
Jong and not ess than six inches in diameter at 
ther top; the used poles sold at $1.0 each, 

the treasury seldom hed. a large sum of 
‘money, as witness the treasurer's report of 8.20, 
5nd $1.30 on two occasions. 

Considerable tretion was aroused by the fact 
that incase of emergency it was impossible fo 
roach Eoevle Central on Sundays ad holldays 
‘except from 10:00 a.m. until noon 

‘in 1498, following the advent of the Calgary 
Power line which caused Interference it was 
decided to sever the line to Beeville Central and 
members maintained the line between 
themselves, Lines were strung, avolding the 
power line, and sometimes using Insulators on 
{ence posts to carry the wires, 

“Meetings throughout the period from 1919 to 
198 were eld and the minutes were recorded in 
the Finnish language. ‘The following are 
Ianslatons of thelr organivational and tinal 
meetings. 
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Minutes of the organizational meeting ofthe 
Eckville Mutual Telephone Association held at 
the home of Herman Talsen December 7,191, 
for the purpose of discussing and resolving 
matters concerning the Association 








4, The meeting was called to order by Henry 
‘Talson. He explained the purpose ofthis meeting 
fand suggested officers be elected fo represent 
‘his telephone assoctation. 

3 Officers elected were the following: Chat. 
man Henry ‘Talson, ‘Secretary. Frank 
Nikola, Treasurer — Abrarn Hubtala 

The drafting committee for the con 
stitution: Alexander Hetala, John Helxkinen, 
fand Henry Talson 

{Executive Committee — Abram Huhtala, 
en Talson and Frank Nok. 

3. Henry Talson Was unanimously chosen as 
representative tothe Hekvile Mutual Telephone 
‘Asclaion 

Following a dscussion, it was decided that 
new telephone poles be installed. These were fo 
be ready by August 1, 1800; also that a tworine 
Sistem would be trang. at ths time 

TTA alscussion arose as fo Whether more 
embers would be accepted Into our associa 
Hon Tas deeided that membership be limited 

The meeting was notified that the folowing 
persons had applied for membership: CX, 
Beran, Buchanan, and Kinna, Weeks, and 
George Giipatrck 

8: The following applications were accepted: 
Gx. Baran, Buchasan, and Kinna. Me. Weeks 
‘was rejected because of the distance to hs home. 
(George Gilpatrick’s applleation was tabled. 

The secretary was authorized to purchase 
4 minute book at the association's expense 
Meeting adjourned, Prank Nikkola, Sect, Hl 
Talson, Chairman, Last Recorded Minutes. 

‘Minutes of Telephone Association meeting 
held atthe Young Peoples Hall on June 1s, 198 

1. The meeting was called to order by the 
calrman Henry Talson, Undersigned acted as 

Dr ihe minutes of the last meeting. were 
accepted as read. 

TPT former executive committee were 
unanimously re-elected, 

“L Adliscussion arose as to what action should 
be taken regarding our telephone system, It as 
‘mutually agreed to Fepale the lie for members" 
te between themselves, ihe system to be ds 
‘connected from the Eckrille exchange by sever. 
ing the line west on Henry Hletala's. David 
Hletala volunteered to cut these wires. 

5. Ray Niemela and David’ Hletala each 
volunteered to repair thelr share af the line. 

Members agreed that payments to the 
elie exchange be withheld from the time 
Calgary power line was activated, due to In 
lerterenee 

‘Meeting adjourned. El Nikkola, Secretary 




















ECKVILLE BUSINESSMEN 

‘Inthe compiling of this Alstory book of 
Bekuile and district, many former residents will 
have been overlooked or We have been unable 
Contact them of their fami. 


Some come to mind when thinking of some 
‘early business ‘people, Creamery: (Palisen) 
Pete, E. W. Taylor, Henry Hansen, John Platon, 
Patchett, Bill Morris end it was’ during Bi 
lume that the C-A.D-P. bought cut the Palliser 
Creamery 

arly hoteliers wore Jack Coglan, Harry 
Lowe, Bert Thompson, B. Dennett, Bill Marsh, 
"D'Amico and presently V. Clancy. 

Walter Herring, Sr. Was seerelary of the 
school sehile living In town. He previously 
farmed in the Evergreen district. He was known 
{or hls good penmanship. He left when his health 
Started to fal, to make his home with hs son 
Waller in Saskatchewan where he Is Durie, 

Tn the garage business was Fred Isaacson 
His bullding was on the eastside of main street. 
‘Tals burned down in the fre of August, 1928 
Other garage operators were Art Garris, Sid 
aston, Larry Hnudsen and Nlek Sherba 

‘We ‘alo had two butcher shops other than 
‘hose connected with the grocery stores. Jack 
Bromling opened one ln the old Bank of 
Commerce ullding. He had a niece, Bessie 
Bromling (Nelson), who kept the customers 
Smiling with the Rumorous cartoons she was 
noted for drawing, Chis Baker also had a meat 
Imarket on the eastside of main street but at a 
{iter time than Jack, 

‘Dan Clausen, our congenial postmaster for 
‘many’ years, was @aligent community worker, 
{ee. The family consisted of three. children; 
Eagar, Ruchard (Dick) and Bertha. ‘They were 
‘very musieal and had a dance orchestra at one 

‘An early grain buyer was Fred Helmbecker. 
He and nie wile were well known for thelr 
hospitality, They Nad six children: Margarel, 
George, Albert, Lyle, Ealth and Jack 

‘We had two Jackson's here atone ime, both 
bachelors, One a grocery store wner. The other, 
Emnest Jackson, the baker. His sisters, Mrs 
Snyder and Mr Cooper helped in the shop. He 
fod the business to M. A. Coppens. 

Tm the restaurant busineas we had a Drs, 
Pearson, Mrs. Carter, Sam Lee (Chinese) and 
‘he ola timers sill remember "Happy" 

"the early blacksmiths Were Harry Palmer, 
‘ul MeHattie, Jules Selvals, Bil Lileala and 
Hern Rue, 

‘Pool hail and barber shop operators were 
‘Jack Coghlln, Bul Marks, Lance Rowelt and 
Hans Rangen. 

‘Cobbler of shoe-maker inthe early days was 
Bill Gilles and later Wally Pu 

"The eerly druggists In the old bullng that 
vas torn down to make tay for the new Coop 
hardware was Clare Crosby and W. . Hayes, 
‘The post oftice at the time was housed tn ts 
Duliding Me. Crosby had airs, Roberts keeping, 
house for him while here, she had two children, 
the boy Herehell 

‘One of the early doctors was Perey Backus: 
trom 190-1904 He moved to Rea Deer to practise 












and then to London, England for more edueatlon, | y————————————- 


, and Mrs Backus have two boys Winston 
th Bure nse tm re tow praia se | SSB ee pane CROWD TD 
sqislature. < is 













 ECKO THEATRE 










i! agents were Von Holtum, Phil 


Lashes, also fTohn Deere dealer Move ECKVILLE BAKERY 


Veterinarians were: Dr. C. Spetrs, Dr. James "YOUR HOM TOWN FIRST | 

‘De. Norman Guenther  sACHSON, Popeter — BORVILLE, ALBERTA | 
‘Alias Lumber managers were: August Harju, t=>—e—ww—eree nae 
Bob Gish and Ted Hansen. 
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Membership Certificate 


‘This CERTIFIES that “The People’s Home Library” has been adopted as the "Oficial 
Report” of The International People’s Aid Assocation and that 
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is hereby enrolled as a member of said Assocation and is entitled for five years to abuoluely 

fre consultation with Dr. W. C. Fair, VS, concerning the diseases, symptoms, treatment, 

breeding or feeding of any lve stock owned by himself or any member of his family, 
‘THE INTERNATIONAL PEOPLE'S AID ASSOCIATION. 
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AUCTION SALE 


| Monday March 25th, 1929 


Sele to stata I o'clock —_Lanch at Noon 


@ HEAD OF HORSES 


17 HEAD OF CATTLE, 


HOGS AND CHICKENS 




















IMPLEMENTS, ETC, 





‘HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE 














MISCELLANEOUS 


"TERMS CASH 


H.W. MURPHY, Auctioneer 
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HISTORY OF ECKVILLE SCHOOL 

"Eekville School nad its beginning atthe sit of 
“old Bekvile" Mr A. E. T. Bektord was the 
owner of the land on which the town. was 
Situated. The name Eckville preserved his 
fame. The agitation to establish'a school when 
there ware enough children in the settlement 
took definite form, ‘The first meeting of the 
lected board of Eekiille Schon! District No. 
{058 was held on Mare 29,1908 at the Eekvile 
Post Office. The late Charlle Kasper was lected 
chairman, Mr. J. H. Killick was elected 
Seoretary-ireasurer, Another member was W, 
W. Gasgarth. That same spring, debentures for 
S8i0 were sola and the school Was Dull west Of 
the river on the land then owned by E. E. Ran. 
Gall later the L. Kingsep farm, and now owned, 
by BIL Eliuk.” Mise A. Fenerty, trom the 
‘Maritimes, was the isi teacher. Her salary was 
set al S00’per' month. She boarded wilt Mrs. 
Kite, "The school opened with the fall term of 
N65, Other early teachers were: Amy Richard 
on, who stayed withthe Bektords, Agnes Hamp 
ton, "Miss MeMann, who boarded withthe 
Maicketts, and rama Goodmunson who iter 
Deeame Nir. Art Kinna, 
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In 1820, the original school bullding was sod 
to st Paul's Presbyterian Chureh forthe sum of 
$200: It wras moved Into town from Its focation, 
fone mile north, and relocated where (he 
Presbyterian Church stl stands. (2) 

‘On May 30, 1921 the residents of Eekville 
signed petition to have Eckvile declared 2 
hamlet, This earried because ofthe consolidated 
School, The club room of the curling nk was 
Used for school rooms unt a nest school was 
but, Por tls the school board pata part of the 
fost ofa nes oor. As wel, nthe later 520s the 
‘old senoolbullding purenased by the church, was, 
‘once again used as a temporary classroom. The 
ent for use of the Presbyterian Chureh was set 
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a1 S15 per year. In June, 198 the rent was raised 
{100 per year. Some of the teachers of the 
{son's and 1890's were: Gladys Jones, Ena Paul, 
Henry Ludwig, Laura Byers; Lydia Linky, E 
Baldwin, M, Meitinnon, uth Craig, Benjamin 
Upshaw: John Benjamin Seott, Margaret Gar. 
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Henley Lewis, A. W. Harju was treasurer in 1928, 
fand in 1929 Sirs, Ruth Lundberg assumed this 
Job. 

"The early school days were not totally without 
fun, Ina letter from Archie Lit's memories of 
November 15, 1971 we Fead, “The box socials 
Were great, the gals would pack Ihe 
Fofreshmenis, and the young bucks would bid on 
{her at auction, Some” good. looking. schoal 
teachers would raise bids up to SIS or $50 whlch 
Was real money then — especially inthe scarelty 
bf that partieviar commodity. I the boys were 
Wise fo anyone who was attr any particular gal 
They thoroughly enjoyed bidaing them up.” (2) 

‘During these early years, students trom ou 
side the Eekville Sohooldlteiet were permitted 
foattend EekvilleSehoo!o get thelr hgh schoo), 
Tultion was set at $3 per month. This was pald 
elther by parents of by thelt local school district 
itso authorize. 

‘On July 14, 1068 an ad was put in a Calgary 
paper to sell debentures for $8,500 In order 1 
Borrow enough money fo bulld a nev sehool. Ths 
Dullding stands yet as the north end of a present 
Junior Senior High Schoo! complex, Mrs: Agnes 
Cowen acted as Secretary of the Eckvlle Schoo 
District for many years, 

‘September 14, 1040, the largest School Fair 
was held with 1613 entzles, Ewart MeDonala 
Won the scholarships with 198 potnts. Elsie Kult 
‘of Shady Lane won the git's scholarship with 91 
palais 
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In 1946, the village started collecting the 
school taxes. Previously it was done by the local 
School board. The next change was the opganie. 
tion of the Lacombe School Division No 36 on 
STanuary 1, 1947 Due to the shortage of teachers 
Several acighboring districts had been placed 
Under the charge of correspondence supervisors, 
The. school term 194649 saw the inclusion of 
Eckvile School District into the Lacombe School 
Division No. 56. Centalization continued to be 
the dominant theme throughout the early 1050's 
‘due te teacher shortage and improved school 
faciites. “Many” stormy meetings. were held 
between local district boards and members of 
the Lacombe Division Local aistriets that final 
ly were included in the Eckvile centralization 
rogram were: Estonian, Andrew, Benjamin, 
Medicine Valley, Woife, Salma ana Blue Bell 
‘About this time ihe Home Economies and Shop 
Programs were offered as part of the Curricu 
tum 

The Home and School Association was 
organized in about 1950, It was very active in 
‘Supporting school programs and projects. Driver 
Education was one ofthe topics initiated by Mrs, 
‘Olga Stenvig. Tals brief was presented to the 
Provincial Government, This has been teallzed 
and has become par ofthe High Schoo! Program 
how. BI Rothwell, aswell as others, served A 
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President. Ths group disbanded in 1968 due to 
lack of support of parents. ‘Through the ears 
Eckville High Sehool had a Glee Club under 
Marge Lazer; also the band grew under the 
direction of Mr. Barrigan. 


‘The Eekford Trophy was set up in 1953. The 
letters leading to this follow. Since the awarding 
ofthis coveted award each year, several other 
Awards have been sel up. The it Is included 


Noa 
Granthums Landing B.C. 
wes 
‘To: Mr. Eldon Biss, Principal 

rekvile Sekoo! 

wonder it would meet with your approval 
audit ere woube places your shoal er 
{ducatlonal or sports, ors smal trophy or cup? 
‘You see it was fity years azo this past suramer 
that Fook up e tomestead on land that was afew 
years late, the site of "Old Eckville™ 

Thave pleasant memories of those early days 
and would like to leave some. small 
Fememberance. Our two older boys, born while 
We lived on the farm, were not of school age 
Wen we lott Bekville district for the coast tn 





Dec: 1818 but 1 have always ben interested Sn 
‘young people — thelr work and pay 















No.2 
Eekvite, December 31, 152 
‘To: Mr. Arthur EP. Eekford 


‘Granthums Landing B.C 

Teel that i is most fing that «trophy be 
sotfered for annual competition by the founder of 
this town, and so TheaFilly accept your sugges. 
tion. T suggest, and T know that the students here 
will tee, that such a trophy, no matter what its 
factual. inonetary"value,_ shouldbe. the most 
Fighly prizea award in the sehool. Therefore, T 
Would keto recommend that your contribution 
{ale the frm ate trophy tobe awarded annually 
{o the student who contribites the most othe if 
‘of the sehoel while in attendance at this High 
Senool That would mean that the award would 
go tothe Grade Twelve student who, from Grade 
Xo Grade Xit'was the outstanding student 
Scholastically, athletically, and -executively 
Such an ward would not goto student who was 
an outstanding seholar but contributed nothing 
{o the if of the school inthe way of Athletics of 
Student Union representation. Similarly would 
not go fo student who Is an outstanding sthete 
sna’ Student's Union representative but a poor 

Tinmy opinion, such atrophy should remain in 
the school and have 2 base sufficiently large so 
‘hat each year the name of the winning student 
could be affixed fo, engraved on a smal silver 
‘Shiela 

T might also suggest thatthe trophy be one of 
tne statue" type rather than ofthe "cup" pe, 
In my" opinion the Inseription should. "ead 
Something as follows: 

The ARTHUR FT. ECKFORD Trophy 
‘Awarded aninully to the 
‘Eekville Student 
Wno has contributed the most to 
his eno! inthe aeademley atetic 
‘and execttive Held 

sa:53 


Granthums Landing B.C. 
‘To: Mr. Eldon Bliss, Principal 

‘Eekville Sool 

Dear Mi Bliss 

Many thanks for your letter of Dec. ast. 1 
should’ apologize for having writen 10. you at 
Suh a busy time, but mine was Telly a much 
Selayed Letter ~ put of from Hime to time ding 
‘he past year. Iwas really abit doubtful as 13 
how’ you would receive my suggestion of 
{Tophy. Now that have your kind letter — and 
your acceptance, it was quite a rellet! | will €o 
my best to find Something stable for uch 81 
‘ulstanding award, 
AWARDS IN ECKVILLE SCHOOL 

Students require incentive, encouragement 
and recognition in thelr growth toward adult 
maturity. Recognition ofthis fact has ied tothe 
establishment of a number of trophies “and 
wards that are presented to deserving students 
tach Year. Most o these trophies and awards are 
kept on display ta the sehoo, 














A. Keklord ‘Trophy — This trophy Is to be 
awarded to the grade 12 student who Nas con 
{efbuted te most to the schoo! in hs or her 
School career. The Student must be outstanding 
Scholasticaly,athevieally, and exeeutively. The 
Candidate is Chosen by a'vote of the grade 12, 
lass with the principal and stat! taking the 
final decision. Tals trophy ts presented st the 
Graduation Exerclses, 

B, Athletic ‘Trophies (Presented st the 
Graduation Bxercses). 1 Most Valuable Athlete 
Awards — presented by Dave and Mona 
Beckman, One trophy is awarded to the top int 
athlete and one is awarded tothe top boy athlete 
in Eckoille High School. The candidates eligible 
for this avard rust participate in a number of 
sports, demonstrate good. sportsmanship. and 
help create good schoo! spirit-Tals award may 
be ‘won only” once by a given student. The 
students in High School select three boys and 
three girs as a nominees for the trophies and the 
‘coaches and Phy. Ed, teachers are to make the 
final ‘choice. 2, Eekvllle High ‘School Co-op 
Bonspiel Champions ~ This award sven tothe 
Dest High School rink. 3. Bekville High School 
‘League Champions — Tals award is given tothe 
best High School rink itn Eekvile High School 
there is 8, High School Curling League, 
MeDonald. Trophy Junior Athlete) — This 
trophy is awarded othe most outstanding boy or 
il athlete inthe Junlor High Schoo, The can 
fidate Is selected by coaches and Phys. Ed, 
teachers. 5 Welkum Trophy — This trophy’ ts 
‘warded by coaches and Phys, Ed, teachers fo 
the top athlete trom grade 1-12, The candidate 
‘ust posses leadership qualities and must be of 
food character. (Staff reserves Tight not {0 
Sard this trophy), 

Co Academie Awards (Presented at the 
Graduation Exercises). 17 Academie Award — 
‘Grade 10 (HN. Anderson), 2 Academe Award 
~ Grade 11(1- Curran). 3. Academie Award 

Grade 12 (Home and School Association). 
‘Bach ofthe above awards s presented to the stu 
dent with the highest academe average in each 
Brade, (Note: The Hand § also presents the 
Valedictorian in Grade 12 with a cheque.) i 
Legion Award — This is a cash award given to 
the dipioma student in grade 1 withthe highest 
average. 5A. T-A. Honor Pins ~The Lacombe 
Local of the AT. A. presents honor pins f0 all 
honor students in grades 9 and 12 anda the top 
honor student iz grades 10-and Ii, 6. Kekville 
Junior Migh School Award for Academte 
Achievement — The name ofthe top boy student 
in each of grades 7,8, and Is engraved on one 
plaque and the nate of the fop il student in 
ach of grades, and 9 is engraved on another 
plaque. T- Catholle Women's League Award — 
‘The grade boy withthe highest average and the 
grade 4 girl withthe highest average each 
Presented witn a $25 award, 

'D. Queen of Hearts. 1. Queen of Hearts Plaque 
— Tie Senior High Student Union has the name 








of the Queen of Hearts engraved on a plaque 
Which is kept in the schoo. The Queen of Hears, 
‘ho isa grade 12 gi s selected by’ vote of the 
High seoo! students ad is traditionally erowned 
by the previous Year's Queen as part af the 
Queen of Hears Program. 2. Queen of Hearts 
Encket ~The Hand § Association presents a 
Tocket 10 the Queen of Hearts each veut 

E. Senlor High Students Union Awards 
(Presented at the Graduation Exerelses). 1 
Senior igh Student Union Pins — The Sealer 
High ‘Students Union presents. Student Union 
Pins to each ofthe Student Union Officers (Pres 
iee-pres, Se. Treas: Social Convenor, Ways 
and Means Convenor, Boy's Sports Rep; Girl's 
Sports ep. and Room Representatives) 2. Year 
Book Editor Pin ~The’ Senior High Students 
‘Union presents the Year Hook Ealtor with 8 PIA 
aca Year. 

Junior High Student Union Pins — The 
Junlor High Stdents Union presents pins foeaeh 
tot the Student Union Ottcers, 

In 2838 8 new addison was bullt nto the old 
igh Sehoo! fo accommodate. the Junior-High 
fn Senior igh population. As well, a gym: 
fasium was consthucted. The school population 
ftom Grades 132 were now housed in one Joining 
tani 

Tacombe Schoo! Division No. 6 changed to 
‘county af Lacombe. No. Id effective January, 
196, By this legislation, Rekille school and ais 
trict had coterminous Boundaries for school ad 
Ministraton. Financial matters. were 208 
handled by one administration body Instead ot 
two separate units 

“tet, 2 parcel of land was purchased from 
1, Kingsep. A now six-room schoo! was bullt on 
tis property fo house Grades 13. This move 
tesolved the problem of over-erowélng found In 
the one schoo! unit. In 187, the new addition — 
{our classrooms, brary and ofsces plus 4 ym. 
fusium were added to the original elementary 
School ala cost of $218,000 Tas unt now accom 
‘odated Grades 14, The otter unl (used for 
Grades 7.12 In 87778, Beklle Schools (Grades 
Yiz1“tave a'student population of about 465 
Students and has 24 teachers, Secretarial ser 
lees are. provided by As. Laura Sambrook 
Mrs. 8. Haglund and. Mrs. B- Wyzykoskl are 
‘Teacher Aides 

“The High School has an annual formal affatr 
called the Queen of Hearts, which Is held In 
February, Grade 1 els who have been chosen 
through the years are: 106) —-Tiuu Koppel, 1982 
Nora Sambrooke, 1963 — Beverly Anderson, 
Goi — Anna Haapala, 1965 — Palriela Dann, 
1968 — Frances Pla, 1961 — Muriel Fiss, 198 — 
Isabel Smit, 1969 — Janice Matthews, 3970 — 
Joanne Erickson, 21 Jean Erickson, 192 — 
Mary’ Ann Walsanen, 1973 — Ann Kasha, 1974 — 
Pat Purnell 1979 ~ Debbie French 19% Gwen 
Erickson ard 1977 — Sandra Taylor, Gradvation 
Banquet and Exercises are held in carly June of 
ach year, The Elementary Schoo! has an nal 











Christmas and Spring Program. In addtion to 
{hie the track meet fs held in the spring. For the 
last four years tis seneat has been involved in 
two B-O.F. projects ~ one in reading improve 
iment and the other dealing with Telsure time. 
Many parents have helped with teaching crafts 
to these young people. 

Some’ of the names of teachers who have 
spent maay years of several years serving the 
Bokvile School are: Eldon Biss, Mfr. Inman, B. 
Garvan, Henry Anderson, Marge Lazer, Lynne 
land Harry Densmore, Sieve and Berda Peta, 
Dorothy Lawton, Gertie. MeDonald, Jim 
Keegatra, A. Ralph, Mes. #. Terey and the pre 
Sent High Schoo! Prineipal, Ed Olsen. Elemen. 
{ary school teachers wh have taught here or are 
teaching now include? Mrs. B. Morrisey, ss F 
Graves, Sirs D, Hoven, Mrs. Mt Nleml, Mrs. M- 
Palm, Airs. H. Rothwell, Mrs. Af. Winn, rs. J 
Kashs, Mrs. Mi, Brososky, MV Angus, Mrs. 
Frostad, Mrs. G. McCann, iiss A. Coverdale 
nd the’ present Principal of the Elementary 
School Miri. Walker 
()"Pites atthe Eckville Town Office re: 
Eekvile's site Anniversary 
(G) later to Eckville Town Office from Archie 
tite 








‘HME, ECKVILLE AIRPORT — by Douglas 

‘Previous to 1928, the federal government 
assumed responsibilities for, the natural 
‘Tesources of Canada. The RCAF. was engaged 
in fire observation for the foresis of the eastern, 
‘watershed of the Rockies and thei main aleport 
{or this was at High River. Oneday a Might would 
igo south to the US.A, border with an emergency, 
{nding facity at Pincher Creek. The following 
ay, the fight would be up to Rocky Mountain 
House with an emergency landing field on the 
north side of Eekvile, where the Elementary 
Schoo! is now located 

"This was one of Canada’s first few alrprts! 
‘Tne only alrman posted at Bekville was Corporal 
Stan’Green, He remained for one summer 10 
ecelve wo lights for refueling. After the 
province fook over the responsibly for natural 
Fesources, the sport was abandoned 

Corporal Green went on to head the aviation 
section of the Southern Alberta. Insitute of 
‘Teenmology. In retirement he bullt replica ot 
the Bleriotaireraft whieh was the fist alreratt 
type to fy over the English Channel, At the time 
of writing, he i Dullding a repiea of ie Sepwith 
‘Triplane (single seat fighter clrea 1918), atthe 
Calgary Centennial Planetarium. 

Eekvile was further Identified vith the 
RCAF. witha camera installation for bombing 
exercises for the Service Flying Station at 
Penhold during Worla War 1 

During the early 198s Fasl C. (Rudy) Platt 
‘of Rimbey had a plane he brought io Fekete, on 
Sports days, to provide rides to those daring 
‘enough to buy a tlcket. There are. various 











opinions as to the admlssion charged. He had 
Aelper along who would tale tickets and turn the 
propelier fo start he moter. When the helper 
farmed the propeller to compression he ealed 
contact", 4nd the plot turned on the ignition, 
Hopefully'the plane would start with the next 
{ure of the propeller. 

‘Rudy was married {0 Edythe Andrew of the 
Gaby district. He lost his life in Apel, 193, tn 8 
plane eras, while fying a load of fish from the 
fr norte 

“The pliot needed assistance to start the plane 
fon one aceasion, so Edgar Clausen, a Grade nine 
‘Student in the Bekvillesehool, hed ie privelege 
fof leaving class fo turn the propeller and pusting 
the plane, thus getting It started. it Was 
Sometimes necessary to push the plane across 
the feld und it got enough momenta to get al 
ome, 





‘THE ECKVILLE MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 

‘arly tn the fall of 991 a number of publle 
spirited elizens met in the Bekyilie Hall to dis 
fs the need for'a district hospital in Eekuile 
This original meeting was chaired by B.S 
Mann, ATter considerable alscussion, a.com: 
mnltie was formed, consisting of W. & Ignatius, 
Gl. Caton, 3. Bureshy HT, Arnold, J 
‘Mullarkey, 1B, Belt, Fiona, J-Saart, with 
'S-Mann as sceretary and O. M. Forkan as chal 
‘mun. A person toperson eantas for funds was 
Condiueted, bringing in $321 In cash and $100 in 
promises. Due ta poor erops Inthe area, very it 
Frewas accomplished until the spring of 1905, a¢ 
Wwhien ime the original committee was is. 
Charged wih thanks and en official bosrd of 
‘managers was appointed. This board was made 
Up af O. M. Fortin, 4. Saath Dr. SM. Palmer, 
B, Clausen, G. Caton and 1 Bviekson, with 
HLS. Mant #8 chairman 

Their directive was to get busy and do 
Something.” The establishment af the Medicine 
Valley’ Communty” Hospital was officially un. 
Gerway! The “lenkina” house was purchased 
nd opened as a hospital on September 3,18 
‘The fits! month's operations were considered 
‘most satisfactory, with 9 patient days anda 
Surplus of funds. The hospital operated until May 
16, 185, when i was forced to lose due tolack of 
funds 

"The hospital was agatn opened on October 15, 
1e48 when De. Frank Coppack moved into ow 
land set up a medical practice. Dr. Coppock was 
‘pointed Medical Superintendent in Mey, 1538 

Tin Ape, 1843. The. Minister of Health in 
structed the Rekuille Hospital Board to have a 
‘meeting with regard to building & new hospital 
‘The fist hospital board members were: R. B. 
Gish, representing’ the. Municipal Diselet_of 
eke: O. Umar representing the Munteipal 
District of Lorne; A. E, Avery, representing the 
Munielpal District of Locheara; Alec Duncan, 
Fepresenting the. Municipal District of Golden 
West and J, Buresh, representing the Municipal 






























District of Raven. H, S. Mann was appointed 
Seeretary-treasurer. The purpose of the meeting 
was to agquire the present Medicine Valley Com 
‘munity Hospital and to purehase a sultable site 
fo erect a 1¥bed hospital. They also prepared & 
Dlebiselte io obtain authorization to borrow 812, 
{oo by way’ of S.yeardebentares a five percent 

‘The plebiscite was held on August 5, 196, 
Results of the Vole were: For — 349; Against — 
10s; Spolled = two, Total — 638. Percentage in 
Iavor = 88.5%, Waller Crouch of Condor was the 
Heturning Officer. Ratepayers were (0 
hospitalization for one dolar per day if the p 
hospital tax of $6 per quarter section of land 
Per year. Non-ratepayers were to receive 
hospitalization for one dollar per day It they pata 
A Nearly sm of $6 fo the hospital 

‘ght aeres of land was purchased on the west, 
sige of the village for $40 fFom Mr. W-H. Cowan, 
Walter Crouch was appointed the frst audter: 
Fred Moos riled she weil for the hospital in 
ne, 844: Contracts forthe new hospital were 
awarded fo General Construction, Morin Bros, 
Etamonton, whose bid was $27,300, Plumbing and 
heating contract was awaraca to Lacherbl and 
Hole, Hdmonton, for $8 48.90. Meeres and Hicks 
of Red Deer contracted the electrical work for 
83,05. Morin Bros. were given the contract to 
Complete the east end af the basement ofthe new 
hospital for nurses" quarters for $2 $85 

The old hospital bullding Was sold to W. H. 
‘Cowan fo $2,000 ana was rented by the Board for 



















































S15 per month until the new hospital was read. 
"The hinds from this sae went toward balding of 
Ihe nurses" quarters in the basement of the nest 
hospital. The Hospital Ald operated a booth at 
the Benalto Fair and donated thelr proceeds of 
{2001 t0 the Hospital, Mand Mrs, Guy’ Heath 
Weve appointed the first janitor and cook for the 
hospital 

“in 849 supporters’ rates were: individual 
rsldents ofthe district ~ $12: family residents 
tthe disteet — S16; Individual non-tesidents of 
fhe district — $16; tally non-residents of the 
dsttet — $30 

In 197 the iota operating cost was $28,456 0, 
with patient day cost of 35 Ingo the budget 
‘lowed $58,000, sith a patient day cost of $93. 

“The hospia! and was annexed int the Vilage 
of Eekille in Apri, 1838, 

In February, 1950, Dr. Frank Coppock 
proposed Increased hospital accommodation by 
Bulling a'murses' residence to house 18 stat 
members. "This would. inerease” the hospital 
Eapactty by elght adult beds and fout childrens 
beds, The board agreed and. tenders. were 
placed in Fanuary. 1981. The tender was awarded 
fo'the Sandqulst Construction of Rea Deer at 2 
ost of $96 45810 

Tn July, 1853, a tender for the solarium to be 
bull on thé west end ofthe hosptal was awarded 
fo Frank Fornell of Red Deer at a cost of 
eae 

‘Minor structural alterations were made on 
‘he top lor of the hospital in Apri, 1968, but ths 
tid not reduce the number of beds. The Eamon 
{on fospial planning authorities dla not give any 
‘eurayement for new hospital or any major 
‘changes to be done. 

Tn August, 1989, the Board met with Me. Lang 
of the Associated Hosptals of Alberta, who was 
to assess the hospital. Hls survey here indleated 
Several areas within the hospital whieh were 
totally Inadequate and tacilities poorly 
srranged. Currently the board is actively In 
‘volved with essential upgrading ofthe hospital to 
present day safety standards a an approtimate 
ost of $100,000, Looking into the next Ove-Year 
plan.’a new hospital complex Is expected. This 
‘rould be a combination of extended care as well 
46 active eare hosptal 

Eckville Hospital Board Members past and 
present include: RB. Gish, 2481846, 0. Umar 
Ssisasis; A.B. Avery, 1843-195; Alee Duncan, 
380.1986; J, Buresh, 1MBI86, Martin Stenvi 
194b1960; 'P, J. Palllson, 1949-1859: M. W 











Reset, 1946-2. W. 1. Burns, 1046-1968) J.T. 
Marshall, 19443967; Mrs, Barbara Lvomala, 
1s50-1982; Herman Lapp, 19621967; Lloyd 


MeNoll, March, 1968-0 the present time; Henry 
Benecke, 18651971; Eldon Kinder, January 1998 
{o the present time; Mrs, Evelyn Onotryszyn, 
Sot tothe present time: Tom Forhan, 19610 he 
present time; Alex Strem, 19713872; A. N 
Hoven, sly 1972 to the present time 

Doctors serving the Eekville Hospital and 


Distrct include: Dr. S. M, Palmer (deceased), 
Dr. Frank Coppock, 18381859 (deceased): Dr 
Brian Sprouie! Dr. en Din; De, Gordon Gibson 
{Geekullie) Tuy 983 to 1986; Dr. Sydney Cookson 
(Sylvan Lake) August 1902 tothe preseat time: 
De. Peter Rowell (Syivan Lake) July 1965 to 
Wis; Dr, Robert Swain (Eckvile) October 1969, 
{0 1075: Dr allen and Dr. Davia Ward: Dr J.D. 
Binning (Sylvan Lake) 1973 t0 1977 (deceased) 
‘Dr. ohn Bell (Eeeville) 1975 to 1877; Dr. G. A. 
ray (Eckville) 197 and the Practicing physt 
clan at the preseat time: Dr Inglis (Sylvan 
Cane), ast 
Secretary-Treasurers and Administrators in 
cludes i. 8. Mann from the start of hospital for 
tation unt is retirement in tober eH 
Porgues, Novernber 1947 to July 1948) D. 
Crocker iy 10s fo May He, Te. toes, Jane 
{S50 to June 1966; Mrs. E. L Yacooshin, Jay 
1865 to July 1868 (she veas"the fst woman 
Seerelary-(reasurer); Mrs. H Misner, August 
1968 ome 19 (lire woman administrator 
Nickel, July 1989 to July 1876; GK. Schmidt, 
October 1876 to the present time. 
Dineoors of Nuosing In order of service tn 
clude! Mt. Greening, Alice Johnson, Ann Eilat, 





















































































Barbara Luomala, Harriet Benson, Moneta Citizen's Lodge in 1969 sith approval In 1874 
Phalempin, Agnes Bardennagen, La Bickford, Construction by Bird Construction degan in ear 
fang Agnes Bardentiagen, 1st, wlth completion in February 976. 





"rhe Bourd started work on a 44bed Senior 


To the Memory of 
Dr. Frank H. Coppock 


Whose Joy It Was to Serve 
His Fellow-man 


“Tie walked before the Lord in truth and 
with a perfect heart."IT Kings 20:2 































































‘THE DOCTORS OF ECKVILLE — by Lau 
Marsha 

"The first doctor to practice inthe village of 
Eekville previous to” 1820 was Dr. Evans 
followed ty Dr. MeDonald, who slayed only & 
‘hor! time, Dr. Evane left Eekville to practice 
Didsbury. ‘The only information the writer bas 
been able to unearth of Dr. Evans is that he had 
son, Allred. who taught school in Calgary 

‘i 1900 be, Perey Backus opened a practice 
here’ and built the preseat residence of oy 
Stari, It was home and office combined. Same 
ininor surgery was perhaps performed, sueh as 
{onsllectomles, or lanelng of an abcess. Perhaps 
even extracting a tooth occasionally. In 1924 Dr 
Backus sold his practice tothe late Dr. A 
Sommerville. In 191 br. Sommerville old to Dr. 
Claxton and ieft for Toronte to take © course fn 
Public Health. He later became the doctor In 
sharge af the High River Publle Healt Ualt 
Following this he was deputy Minister of Health 
In the Aberbart Government 

‘As his last patient from Ecteville, Dr. Claxton 
performed. an appendectomy on Mrs, Laura 
Niarshal. He sald good-bye to her in ihe ed 
Deer ‘General Hospital. A Dr. Sehrelber then 
practiced in Eckvile for about a year, Then Dr. 
Palmer arrived fo take over the medical needs of 
four community. He opened the Dr. Backus Bouse 
{'ehospltal and Mins dolly was the matron and 
‘se, helped with the cleaning and even worked 
Inthe garden when she found time, Ruby Land, 
now Mrs. Edward Mottus, was maid of all work 
nd also the cook. ‘The dining-room was turned 
{nto an operating room, if you can believe It! 1 
{hin the maternity eases were on the second 
foor. This being during the “dirty thirties” when 
{here was no government health care programs, 
the hospital finally had to close down due 
teonomfe reasons 

1s 1986 Dr. Prank Coppock arrived in town. he 
at once rolled up his sleeves and fold Dr. Palmer, 
‘no Was residing in Eekvile inthe house that 
Jim Brown now lives in, "Tim opening up the 
hospital.” He opened an otice on Main Street but 
Tater moved his office into the Tesidence now 
ened by the Pat Hovens and used this bulging 
til he bull the present Eexville Cine 














Aer the death of Dr. Coppock In December 
1011956 Dr. Gordon Gibson tok over the practice 
‘re nad been working with Dr. Coppock for some 
‘months previous tothe death of Dr, Coppock. Dr 
Gipson Sold the practice to Dr, Bob Swain, who 
hhad come out from England to Took the situation 
ver In 1985. 

‘Much to the regret ofall in the community, 
Dr. Swain left Fekvile in 194 and, moved £0 
Briah Columbia. Since then our medieal needs 
have been attended toby a succession of doctors, 
Some of whom have been here for only a Very 
Short time. These have Included two De. Wards, 
Dr. Binning, Dr. Inglis, Dr. Bell and Dr. Gray. 


‘THE ECKVILLE CEMETERY 

"In 1977, Charles Kasper donated three and a 
half acres of land for a cemetery site, This parcel 
Of land is bordered on the north by the C. P 
ailway and'on the east by the Meeine Fiver. A 
‘ounty road onthe south de makes this a Very 
Sultabe location for a cemetery. Its located on 
the SW 1539.85, 

The Knights of Pythlas were very ac 
the district at the time. They hed the land sur 
‘Yeved and registered as the Bekville Cemetery 
‘The first burial nthe cemetery were in 1828, be 
ing the bodies of rs, Jack sfackle, Jim 
Merriman St. and Charles Kasper, 8 

Two blocks. had ‘been. surveyed. The first 
grave lots sold for 85 a lot. Laier three mare 
Blocks were surveyed and these sold for $10 ot. 
‘The third survey made brought the price of Lots 
to'ine present price of 25. 

"There have een 200 burials in the cemetery 
and 40 lots surveyed. 

‘Toe Marshall was the first secretary 
treasurer for the cemetery and served In 1s 
Capacity unt is retirement in 19H. Ed Stopsen, 
has been the secretary-treasurer and caretaker 
for the past 30 years. 

AS one of thelr community profeets aver the 
years, the Country Ladles' Ald purchased the 
emetery sign andthe wrought ron gate and Nad 
them placed at the entrance fo the cemetery. 

‘Burlals during the early years were often on 
the farms. AS well, many people nad purchased 
Tots in the Kuusamo and Gilby cemeteries, and 
fare buried there, Others have heen taken to Red 
Beer for bara 























ECKVILLE BASEBALL — As Told to Sylvia 
‘Thorkman 

Baseball was a very active part of Hekville 
‘uring. the 1990's. ‘The. first baseball. team 
recalled is a team coached by Bert Bertram. He 
Was te section foreman on the CNR in Eekvle 
Bt the time. They were Ina league With Ponoks, 
Lacombe, Red Deer, Olds and Inalstall. The 
Summer of 1822, they recelved the pennant 
inat Central Alberta league. Players recalled 
tare: Bll Walker and Fred Hopper, who worked 
fn the section; Perey. McGill and. George 
‘Chmmerford, from Leslieville; Gralnger, fram 
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Fed Deer; Homer Isaacson and Matt Kalaputas, 
local boys. Perey was an accountant im the 
Canada Bank of Commerce and Steiner Jobson 
from Svivan Lake, Willams came from Oreson, 
He stayed with ihe Harper familly, and bad 
played pro ‘all. ‘There were probably other 
layers Which cannot be recalled, 

‘During the years baseball went on and in 1996 
and 1839 another group of players grew up. They 
Were coached by Me. Biss from Sylvan Lake, Mr 
Biss had played ballin the National Leagus, He 
coached the Bekvlle players fice a week and 
Sundays, when they (plaved teams. exhibition 
ames, lke the House ot Davids, the Zaioos from 
the US.A. teams named Cubans, Edmonton Car 
dinals, Calgary Pucksters and Nacimine Miners, 
beside’ their league games. These players were 
Fred and Ole Bardenhagen, Carl, Waldo and 
‘Arur Raabls; Ray and Bill Tolvanen; Ralph 
‘Kingsep, ‘Ray’ Morris, Bill Marks and’ Tom 
otha. 

“There may be some names here which have 
not been recalled. 

During World War 11 baseball was at a 
standstill, but was resumed after the Wa. 


BCKVILLE BASEBALL FROM 1916-70 1996 — 
by Don MeDona 

Following the war, bascball was once again 
renewed, inte year 1945. league was formed, 
Consisting of teams from Nordegs, Rocky Moun: 
{ain House, ‘Eekville and Bensito, Some. of 
Eckville's senior players were Tom Forhan, Ole 
and Fred Bardenhagen."The Younger ones were 
Gharile and’ John Philips, ob Umar, Don 
MeDonald and Jack Bardenhagen. Inthe final 
Nordegy played Eekville. Nordea, won, most? 
Because ot thelr territic fan suppor 

“a 19 the Eckville team improved greatly, 
‘with tke Kalla as manager and Tom Forhan a6 
ouch. ‘The League expanded to two divisions 
East and West, with Rocky Mountain House 











Bekville, Bentley and Benalto inthe west, Red 








Deer, Lacombe, Clive and Ponoka made up the 
East ‘lviston 

In 3948 basebatl was st gaining popularity in 
tov, The Kalla was still manager, assisted bY 
Bill Marsh and coach Tom Ferhan. On the year’s 
{eam the players were John and CharllePhliips, 
Wally Pranks (who had previously played 
Nordegg). Howard Mullen, who played previous 
ly for Benalto, along with tod Hansen, Bert Cole, 
‘Bob ‘Umar, Jack Bardenhagen, Bi Hawlins 
and Den Mebonald completed the tearm. Our bat 
boy was Jack Marsh 

'Ninetcen forty:nine was perhaps the best year 
for baseball in Eckville. Anew bal diamond Was 
bull with an eight-foot fence surrounding 
Complete with dugouts and an offical score sign, 
ik wat without doubt the best bal park in Central 
‘Alberta The team participated inelght ball our 
‘Baments winning top money in seven of these 
Some of the games were played in Brooks, 
Carstairs, Olds, Steter, Clive and Rimbey 

That year the team won the league with 20 
wins and elgnt losees, and. swept the playotts 
‘over Ponoka. New faces on the teams !ncluged 
Frank Leslle, Ernie Gare, Red McAndrews, Ber 
ale Hatina, Roger Berlando and Art and Leslie 
Stone, The club physician was Dr. Coppock and 
Ken Krintla was Bat Boy. The coach was Ted 
Hansen, who also played. Fora town of 300 pop. 
lation twas not uncommon to get three or four 
hundred spectators to a game, 

Tn 1860 Alfced Tsancson was lured out of 
retirement fo play a few games for Eckvlle 
Allred was the best local bal player ever on the 
Bekvile team, having played professional ball 
both in Canada. and in the United States 

During the following years baseball interest 
slowly declined and the ioeal interest went with 
{ty 1955 the local team was playing only ex: 
hibition games and tournaments. Fastball was 
gaining populacty, withthe Younger players ta 
fng'up this game. 

‘fred. Isaacson still farms Just north of 
Gitby. Red Meandrews Is now working for the 
Co-op in Winnipeg. Tom Forhan end. Jack 
Bardenhagen are stil living in Eckville. John 
Philips and Dor MeDonald farm inthe Eeklle 
area. Charile Philips farms in the Totire dis: 
ttlet. Bob Umar! lives in British Cokimbla and 
sill! occasionally visits in Bekvile, Ernie Gare 
lives in Trail, B.C. Roger and Jimmy Berlando 
live In Drumheller. ‘Tea. Hansen ‘works for 
Revelstoke In Calgary and Howard Mullen ives 
In Red Dect. Bernie Hanna came trom Trocka 
‘and coaches baseball in Edmonton, 





HOCKEY IN ECKVILLE 

19m — The frst Hockey in Eckville was 
paved om te dicne Rive st east of nate 
how the Coppen’s residenee or in the earlier 
4a, east of More's flour mil 

‘Around 189), the ink was moved up town and 
was on tie ground that Is now the Lions 
Playground. Some of the early hockey players 
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Who layed on the river or on the new rink. up 
town were: Bil and Barry Armstrong, Bil, Reg 
and Ray Morris, Arvo (Pickles) George and ay 
Sestrap, George Johanson, Bill Tolvaneny Ted 
Borneft, Dice Maver who used to work tn the 
Banke, Ken Coutts (senior). George Finley, 
School teacher, later became a Colonel in the sr: 
mms Tom and Harold Forkan. 

"when the tink was first moved up town, they 
had no electricity, so they purchased two Dele 
generating plants’ whlch worked sometimes and 
these were used until Calgary Power came 10 
town in around 189, 

Ta those days of open alr rinks, it was quite a 
problem to get the snow off the rink, there was 
E'game on Sunday afternoon, we would have fo 
Spend the forenoon cleaning and flooding the ie 
iby hand and when the snow piled up *0.20 
more could be shovelled over the boards, we 
Would have ro have some shovelled back tomake 

During the war years, there was lll in 
hockey. In 9156 things picked up again. We had 
fome return men coming back who had plaved 
before the war and some younger ones, came 
along. We had some very spirited games with 
Nordogg and other teams, too, We usd to go by 
Tain ta Nondepg on a Saturday afternoon and 
play’ that night on thelr pen alr rink besige the 
Fallroad trace and again on Sunday afternoon 
fnd return nome on the Monday train, 

Later re woul oy car ened at wag a Teal 
pedition as there was onlyone way trafic 
Between Rocky Mountain House and Nordegg. Tr 
you et something bigger than your vehicle you 
Took’ the snow bank and the heavier vehicle 
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‘would almost always pull you back on the road, 

Tn those days, plumblig and running water 
were not too common expeeally inthe Sounty 
But Nordegy had both tn the riers” hostels 
where we stayed, 

‘We will never forget Clare Thomas's 
astonishment when he found he had a well right 
in his bedroom. The only complaint he hed was 
that every time he went fora drink the la fll 
{own and bit hm of the head, 

“Transportation got more modern and ater we 
used fo eharter buses to take players and faa t9 
the various playofts in whieh we were invalved. 
Those trips were tar trom dull. We. think 
everyone who was invelved had a great time, 

i196, the rink was moved 10 the fai 
rounds anda cement block bullding was bul to 
house dressing rooms and inch counter, These 
facilites were used for only three Years when & 
canvas was organized under the capable’ chat 
$unsh of Red MeAndrews 1 ale money fo 
build an arene. The canvas was an overwhelm 
Ing success and the arena was bull. Later a 
hole new front end was added. The Whole ven 
{ure nas beea of great benett to hockey, figure 
Skating’ and the ansual indoor rodeo and so 
other community activites 

“Atte the arena was built, @ minor hockey 
association was formed. and has. served the 
Younger players very well, This has only been 
‘Accomplished with the dedicated help of parents, 
couches and referees, 

‘We think a efoute should be paid to those who 
by their invelvement and support have helped to 
make possible what Wwe have today. Mr. 
Goldttteh, Maud and Uno Krintalay Dike and 
Irene “Kalla, "J. ‘ML MeDonalé. Mrs. Kit 
Armstrong the dldest and most constant hockey 
fan Eekvitie ever had. Ole and. Helen 
Bardenhagen 

‘We, also, think a ibute shouldbe paid t0 Don 
MeDotala who by virtue of hs aby got to play 
for he Olds Elks ana went on o win the Centra 
‘Alberta Hoekey League scoring championship i 
495152. Folowing that, he played professional 
hockey’ in Scotland, 














A SUMMARY OF OUR LOCAL MIXED 
BONSPIEL — by J. R. Schiele ~ Love and 
Kisses, Mare 3, 1985 
ve been requested to unree 
‘Thyme about our mixed bonsplel; 
To tll you who won, Which and Rov, 
And every incdental row 
IW al went feriy smooth is year, 
And all ofus are inthe clear 
Except a few of the lively boys 
Who won a game by making noise, 
I's very well to root and eheer, 
But don't you think there's something queer 
‘About 4 man who's such a pest 
He wil not give a moments rest 
‘To skips, while they are trying 8 shot? 
OF do you think "ts tommynot? 
When Dr. Pelmer played Bil Marks, 

The air was thick with ively sparks, 
Hardly had they started play 
When the Doe was called ava, 
‘Two skips rushed out fo take his place — 
Norman Foran won that race. 
(ne end was played, Bll counted one, 
‘The doctor eame back an the Pn. 
Sala he, "What's all the fuss about? 
We'll Start all over, rub than one out 
Now Goldfinch and Deman played bali, 
Wien Bernle Dennett caused a squall 
Sala he, as he began to grouse, 

“Alead can't sweep within the house, 
"You can't get away with that you kxow, 
‘You this and that, you s0 and se 
‘There was a rumor ‘round the town 
‘That a cert skip of high renown 
Did rage and fiercely bang his broom 
Against the wall — lke the erack of doom, 
‘And Just because he missed fis thot, 
He carsied on like tiny to 

would be amusing, my dear fends, 
‘To jt down all the incidents, 
AL the trivial tales of woe, 
How so and so could be £0 low, 
‘Se much of that is better uneal, 
ideal In prizes now Instead 
First there was the challenge grand — 
To win that round, It took some sand 
Kennedy played against Demvan, 
‘And played as only Kennedy can, 
‘Never a'man so smarty plaved, 
Nor yet his rocks 20 neatly lal 
He must have plotted many moons 
ust how he'd play’ win fhe spoons, 
Deman came th for second best 
‘And there the cake plates came to res. 
Baltling Marks — «(please don't be Sor), 
Pa deaniy love o give you more, 
But as you only won third place, 
‘Accept the erumb trays with good grace 
Mr. Campoel, full of ticks, 
Finished fourth for the candlesticks 
‘But alter all is said and done, 
alta loaf is better than none 











‘rst prize im the Primary event 
‘gain to Mr. Kennedy went, 

‘While Mtr. Campbell, looking dour, 

Got fy pounds of Robin Hood feu. 
Harrison eras ito. hole, 

‘And munches at his cottage roll 

He might have gone to greater helghts, 
But stay’s up much foo fate at nlghts, 
‘What does fe do, where does ne go? 

Til beta dime you'd ike to know 

The secondary event came next 

Where many a skip was sorely vexed 
Mr Mann did sweat and tol, 
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‘And drilled and bored untl he struck of 
"A.Banker’s Toady"— you will say 
Bit lest you chance to get foo gay 
Leet me remind you of the fate 

‘Of men now looking through a grate 
For putting words tie those i pat 
So kindly take the proffered ht 
Deman won eatfee ~ not foo bad 
For such mediocre lad. 

Ike won flour by the bag, 

But listen to this — it's not a gag: 
He saved the town a lot of geet 

By keeping Goldy ff reliet 

‘With sausages, and bseulls 00, 
Tthink fey! almost see him through 
Now we're in the final heat, 

‘Where all the seconderaters meet 
‘And haggle over meagre splls 

AS they unsheath thelr curing fos 
‘Marks got sweaters, nice and blue 
‘To better clothe nis fighting crew 
Hee ousted the Doe inthe final hour, 
‘Who iurmbly took hls bag of flour. 
Norman Forgan came i as 
Byrall the others he was passe 

But even so, he's not so slow, 

He won tree tiekets tothe show. 

1 hope you will take this in fun 

And not go reaching for your gun 
Por [have spent alot of time 

In rving to make these verses chyme, 
So if I've sald a thing or Wo 

That might have irsfated You, 

Stop a wile and think 2 bit, 

Don't wear the shoe i it docso’t ti. 

















DIVERSIFIED FARM AREA REAL MODEL 
District, Sure-Crop Belt West of Red Dees, 
Draws Many Setters June 21, 1954 

Eckville Busy Spot 

Dairying, Stock Telsing, Grain Growing, Year 
round Markets 

Featuring the village of Eckville a program 
was given over Journal radio station ‘CICA 
Weanesday night. Included in the program was 
an arlicle on the district text of waleh fallow: 

The district of Eekvile might be called and 
rightly so, the sure-cropdlsrlet of the southvvest 
Dart at central Alberta. For never in its many 
‘Yeats of production, has It fet the disastrous 
tfects of rout, plague, fost or extensive hal 
‘Whte-parts ‘of the district are occasionally $0 
isited the activities ofthe farmers are sodiver 
Sifled that use ts pu fo every kind and condition 
Of gratn and fodder to great advantage 

Sits area might well be eld up as an exam 
ple of reat diversified farming. The results have 
been s0-noticeable that the attention of credit 
men of large machinery firms and wholesalers 
has been attracted, Much favorable. comment 
‘as fellowes. 

ekville sone ofthe oldest settlements west 
of Rea Deer. And since the first setter located on 
{he banks of the Medicine River, has attracted 
many" people. of various races. They. have 
Succeeded in establishing substantial homes as 
‘Weil as ralsing thriving famaies 

Throughout the area one may notice the 
features of peoples from many ofthe countries of 
central Europe, as well as from the Seandins- 
‘ian countees. The Finnish and Estonian people 
Predominate north of the Central Alberta 
Fallway while Scandinavians are most numerous 
to the south 
Dependable Citizens 

Wile there s'a tendency for afew Finnish 
and. Estonlan people to lean toward ‘Com 
Tunism, Tt cannot be regarded as the more 
Fadieal type practiced by some n the eat. Ithas 
not spoled thelr ability to realize the advantages 
of living In a country blessed with many good 
things. "they’ are energetic, industrious, very 
‘dependable and peaceable. good many of ther 
fare wellfodo and influential inthe district. They 
{are well and their activities as such have done 
‘much to bring a good name to the district, 

While the village comprises only a small 
sroup of bulldings’ Eexvile is the scene of & 
reat deal of business in the space of year 
Four elevators sitend to the many carloads of 
‘heat and coarse grains that are shipped out 
‘The two great railiray systems operate regular 
services for both passengers and freight over 
‘hele branch lines. 

‘A large creamery operates the year round, 
turing out over one-third of amin pounds of 
‘butter annually. This in tel a great asset {0 
the communtty for it provides ready eash daly 
{o" Supply the tables of practically every 
faembouse around, 














One of the most up-to-date and efficent of 
smaller flour mills inthe west operates steadily 
Tr'turas out dour of diferent grades, wheatlets 
and other by products every hour ofthe day the 
year round. The produet ranks faverably with 
that of larger mills and customers are drawn 
from places 60 miles distant. 

Two large shipping firms handle the cattle, 
hogs and sheep raised inthe district, And every’ 
Wednesday secs several carloads of livestock 
Ioadea nd shipped ost. 

Home-Trained Players 

While Bekville Is but two. miles from a 
sgravellea highvray, one does not nave to travel to 
fhe eity to conduct business. Pour stores handle 
extensive lines of merehandlse and the prices 
‘vary ite, i any, trom those prevaling in larger 
centres, The village has the repatation of being a 
ood trading centre and it deserves the name 

“The social activities are many. Several com. 
munity halls have been bullt throughout the 
4rea and there Is maintained a ively program of 
vents the year round. The village boasts, the 
langest and hest equipped of these, provided 
though ‘the donations’ of a goodly umber of 
Dublie spirited eltizens, 11 deed for lodge pur 
poses a well as for clubs, dances, movies and 
‘ther acdvittes. The bullding is provided with a 
lubroom, dressing rooms, balcony’ and wel: 
feauipped stage, 

In sports, Rockey, badminton and skiing are 
tne favorite pastimes in he colder months, while 
tennis, bastetball and baseball are plaved at 
other times. Eekville beasts of a real home 
Product baseball team that sive a good account 
Dt ieelf Sn any company. 

Steady improvements may be seen from day 
to day. Settlers from other parts have been Cort 
Ing Info the district for two vears past and now 
practically every avallable piece ot lend Is 
taken, Outside of wo or inree farmers who work 
large acreages, lands round about are widely 
held and a maximum number of people are sup 
ported 

Ils a rare bt of country to live and one is 
‘making no mistake in pleking the Bekvile dis 
(net for a home, 





HISTORY OF THE ECKVILLE R. F. A. LID, 

‘As early as 1945 the avea farmers were talk 
Ing about te feastolity of rural power in the 
Eekvile area. Waenever farmers got together, 
Inhomes or on stret comers the tall wae rural 
power A few of the farmers had lighting plants 
for wind chargers, but these plants dia not prove 
‘very saflsactory'but gave us electric Highs, 

‘Then on July 8, 1947 the frst organizational 
meeting on record was held in the community 
fall at Bekville, Mr. J. M. MeDonald called the 
teeting fo order and explained the stuaton, He 
then suggested thatthe meeting appoint a chal 
‘man and secretary. Mi. 1 Bice was nominated 
as ehalrman who took the chair. Afr. Eastman 
Setod as Secretary. 











Prior to this date it is believed that a few 
termers locally had been contacted regarding 
power on the farm, with the Idea that Calgary 
Power ‘would. build all farmers’ lines, Each 
farmer to pay $100 cash and Sper month service 
charge, plus two and a Ralf cents per idlowatt 
‘ised. At The above mentioned meeting, MrT 
Gai, Superintondant of Farm Blectriieaton for 
Calgary Power, explained that the Power Com 
pany had bull four such areas inthe province as 
Experimental areas, but had discontinued 
balling any more. Mr. Gale then went on to ex 
plain a new system to the farmers which he felt 
‘ould be more salsfactory to all concerned. 

His proposal was that all interested farmers 
form an association. The Power Company would 
baile the ines at cos. The farmers were to pay 
‘he cost and two dollars and ft cents per month 
Service charge plus two cents per Rlowatt Used 
‘The Assocation would then own te ines. His 
Stggestions were not acceptable to several at. 
fending the meeting. However, at the meeting a 
provistonal board Was appointed to further in 
estigate and fee out farmers as to thee per 
Sonal opinions. ‘Those appointed on that board 
Wwere: ME. Harry Bice, Condor; "Mr. Albert 
Hansen, Diamond Valley; Mr. Clyde Stauffer, 
Evarte! Mr, Charlie Skoedopole, Hespero and 
Mr, Adotph Roke, Evergreen 

"August 5, 147 the provisional board met in 
EEckville. MP./H. Blee Was appolnted chairman, 
Mr. Hansen, secretary. Inatiendance at this 
recting was Mr. Fitzpatrick, Supervisor of Co- 
op actviies for ihe Provinelal Government. He 
Explained that an association could get financial 
fseistance for building. the lines. from the 
Government, ‘The secretary was Instructed to 
‘cana on negotiations sith the Power Compan 

‘Novernber 23,1847, the Provisional Board met 
atthe home ot Ciyde Stauffer. The secretary was 
instructed. to write Calgary Power and get 
definite Information on the points sted below 
{Westimate cost per mile. 
{estimate cost per month for publ sbilty 
tnd foal maintentace 
Tt) definite ‘date ‘Calgary Power would be 
prepared fo build the ines and supply us with 
ower and 
FV) ask the Power Company to send a man toat. 
tend our next meeting. that could give. us. 
detinste deal so we would have Something With 
‘len fo go to our people 

December 1, 194, the Provisional Board met 
at the home of Harry Bice, with FT. Gale in 
attendance. He explained that line coats were 
‘tbout 12 cents per foot, witha flat rate of 325) 
from the mata line te the fermers buildings. He 
also slated the Power Company would guarantee 
{ov construct the lines and: make the power 
fvallable to farmers by Christmas il. Me, 
Gate also agreed to send us. the necessary 
‘materia fo sign up the farmers. The Board then 
Agreed to set-up an assoctation, Its name to be 
‘Bekville Rural Electrification Association Ltd 




















January 5, 1988: ‘The Board met at the home 
of ‘Albert Hansen. Ninety-inree farmers ad 
Signed contracts since the December 8 meeting, 
‘Azestimationof of a mile seemed fo be about 
the distance between farmers willing to sign con 
‘acts at an estimates cost of 549 each 

Sanuary 12,198: The board met at the home 
of Clyde Stauiter. Four directors had gone to 
Calgary to see Me, Gale, They have a report on 
thet talk with Mr Gate. Also, 11bmembers were 
ald up to date. 

February M1, 1918: The board members mé 
atthe home of Albert Hansen. Arrangements for 
fhe annual meeting, Mareh 6, atthe Hespero Hall 
‘were made: 

March 6 1948: The trst annual meeting of the 
Eekrille Rural Electrification Assocation Was 
held In the Hespero Hall. An estimate of 175, 
‘embers and visiiors attended. Mr. J.D. 
Phillips was elected to take the chal for ths 
‘meeting. A new board was elected to take the 
place ofthe Provisional Board: Henry Benecke, 
Harry Bice, Charie Skocdopole, Civde Starter, 
Hoyd Wells, Ba Tollefson ana Albert Hansen 

‘Nine meetings were held by the Provisional 
Board previous to March 6 198, when the fest 
“Ennual meeting was hel. Most of these meetings 
Started ot # Pel and did not tnish unt) after 
‘ldnight. Also, during thls time the directors 
‘rove many a fundred miles between meetings, 
Signing up contracts and doing organizational 
work. They all gave thelr time and energy freely 
nd recelued to. money for thelt work and eX 
Denses until the February, 1951 annual meeting 
Fey. were then voted’ mileage and’ Si. per 
meeting. 

‘ta directors meeting on February 28, 1919, 
aye Stauifer was appointed President of the 
Eckville Rural ‘Electrification Assoclation 
Board, a position he held unl March 12,197 
Albert and’ Hazel Hansen looked. after the 
Secretary duties for 17 years 

“Through the summer of 198 progress seemed 
slow, 20 at an October board meeting, C. Skoc- 
‘dopoie, H. Bice and H. Beneeke were instructed 
to'go out and fe and find a sullable Giger for 
‘igging holes.-A digger was purehased, FebUt 
‘and relnforeed at Skoedopote's shop and put {0 
‘work and approximately 0 holes were dug with 
the machine, and 200 by hand. The machine was 
then so 

“Then on March 10, 189 the Hirst power wa 
turned on serving the rural peoplein the Zekwile 
dlstrtet. A banquet fo celebrate the occasion was 
held on June 2,198, The Eekville R-E-A. was 
corporated January 21, 198, The esilmated cost 
fof the project was $110,000; there were 170 
‘members io start and cost each farmer 8510" 
power at ths time 

"Tals covered a land area of approximately 120 
square miles. There are now 3a subscribers Us 
Ing electricity na land area of over 200 square 
miles. When ihe first neck up was made, the cost 
bt a powerline was 12/a foot, Iie now $1 afoot, 

















“The average farmer now uses approximately 
zoo itwat hours per tonthy compared to 10) 
iMlowats when power was tat inode. 

On Abate) at's directors meeting the 
secrtaty, ME. Hansen, was instructed By the 
ioard fo contact other LEAs in the province, 
‘sto he feasbiiy of organizing acetal body 
‘The’ cenral bogy won formed and called th 
Alberta Unten of Rural Electsifieation 
Associations. Clyde Stautler vas elected pres 
ident and Albert Hanson was elected seretors of 
this Associaton. Bontons they held for many 

On April 1, 1075 a bangwet and dance was 
held ithe Elks Til, Henao fo hone hose 
‘embers who were Involved withthe orzames 
Tom of the Bekwlle RoEsA Li, 

‘Merabers of the isi board the tate Harry 
Bice, the Tate Alert Hansen, clyde Stauffer, 
Ghote Sxocdopote“adcipn Rake and Hen) 
Benecke and. ther’ wives were among those 
Fonoured. Also, Ray’ Niemela and Ales Stren 
tere honoured or long service on he board af 
Airectors. group trom Carolin led by is 
Berdete Bystrom provided muscal ener 

Slate of ofticers over the years are listed 
veto 
Ne arry Bice, President until February 28, 
1948 os 
Gide Stauter, President untn March 12,1 
Stee Strom, Present MMarel 1, 1941 to 
November 9,1 
Stan Burns, resident — 197 to present time 
Albert Handen, Secretary = 10164 
Sian Bure, Secretary 1954 
Marie Bot, Seerelary = 1940 preset time 

‘The present Uoard of Directors gf the 
omic EAL [ta Ineude Stan Burs 
Presidow ay Nleméia, Vice Presiden, Maris 
Bott — Secretary-Teeasurer Directors! Bart 
Mebonald, Eaward Sebel John Robertson, Bud 
Bradshew and’ Bett. 














COUNTRY LADIES AID 

What started as an afternoon get-together 
with nelghborhood friends In 1818 was later 
Organized info the Country Ladies Aid. Old 
ecards bring back memories of tines and roads 
quite diferent trom the present ime. Members 
raved snow drifts, amile-deep mud and bush 
tals, mostly or foot atlend a much awaited 
§ttemioon with fends. 

At first, to oceupy busy fingers, several 
autographed quilts were made, Hattie Bromling 
{is the proud possessor of one of these original 
uils. Ie carries the folowing names: Ete 
Gates, Mabel Lewis, Mary Rogers, Fannie 
Jones, Hattle Bromllng, Belle Groeaman, Iva 
Gustavson, Agnes Gustavson, Gladys Payne, 
Mora MeBonell and Gerda Gustavson. Two of 
these ~ Mora and Iva — are stil members 

‘Quilt making Is stil popular pastime. A crib 
‘ull is made yearly forthe Bekville New Year's 
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Baby, and one guilt is always kept on hand in 
Case fire strikes a dlstict home. The oustanding 
Gull was an appliqued Centennial quit raffled 
eng Bt 

"Early tn our history Dr. Coppock was attemp 
ting to establish a hospital where the Hoy Saf 
family now lives. In order to buy linoleum and 
ther hospital supplies the newly-formed” cub 
held: dances af Liberty Hall (now Onotryseyn 
roperty). Quilts were also made and raffed, 
nd even barn dances were a popular way’ of 
Falsing: mone’. 

‘Daring the war years the Red Cross received 
hep with cash donations aswell ss lrge quan 
this of sewing and kaifting. Parcels ‘were 
Dackod for overseas relle, af well as for Is. 
Atividua gts for local soldiers: To help swel the 
{lub's ‘otters hunch was served af farm sales 
Sometimes as often as four in yea. 

‘octal evenings. were held” at. members 
homes. Cards and happy times are remembered 
‘About this time a blind member was ie 
Feeipient of $20 per month until pension was 
Secured for her Amateur shows, wetlng recep 
tions, bazaars, Hobo teas, ravens baskets and 
lunches. at wedding dances were undertaken 
‘early donations of $10 cach were nove sent (6 
Cancer Stet, Red Cross, 1S. Fung, Easter 
Seal, and Woods Christan Home, With the ex 
eption of the latter, there donations still con 
tinue withthe Cancer Socety receiving apertion 
of farm sates proceeds. The arhriie Fund re 
‘elved @ slzeabe donation. A numberof burned: 
fut fartlles and several cases where tragedy 
fas struck have been even $25 In goods 

‘When the present ouptal was Bul a room 
was furalshed. The hospital har beta the 
Feeiplen ofa numberof things since then. Sx 
bverbed tables and patient name holders for 
fach bed, as wel as donation’ of cash towards a 
Ritow bed, wheel chair, croup tent, and'a heat 
therapy machine. 90) cheque was given (0 
hep with the Reart monitoring machiae: Py 
Jamas, robes, and silppers have been mage over 
the years. A lawn beneh and two chairs were 
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adied for the comfort of patients able to be out ot 
doors. 

‘Before the advent of Town water and modern 
plumbing a rest room wae furnished an ain. 
Fined where the coin wash (snow located. Other 
Undertakings ‘were two. $50 gifts toward. the 
Manito Flood reli! fund, the Institute for the 
Bling, Home and Sehooi. Association, and 
‘monthly cheques toa ceippled gle. 

Tm more tecent times the Arena Butlding 
Committee received two S100 cheques and the 
Senior Hockey Team S100 towards new uniforms, 
Minor hockey, figure skating, Eekvile Fish and 
Game, Niemala's Dam, driver training and the 
Ecrvle Friendship Club each have recelved 
50. Cheer leaders were given $25 to help pay for 
few uniforms, The Eckeille Legion received 25, 
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metal chairs and the Lions Club received 50 
halts, 

“n i866 a Centennial Rug, designed by Hija 
‘Takkinen, was made and raitled, The resulting 
SHI0 had been set aside as 2 gift for the then 
promised senior etizens' lodge. We are pleased 
{ovsay that a considerable. amount has ‘been 
‘added and a colored T-V. has been provided for 
‘he new Eelvlle Manor. 

‘During Centennial Year our project, a sign 
for the cemetery, was completed and installed 
(Over the years countless friends have received 
fruit baskets or flowers while confined to 
Hospital. District families are remembered with 
42 sympathy card at the passing ofa loved one 
Several sewing einies have Been sponsored by 
The iu 

Recently engraved coffee spoons were 
presented 1025 year members and some of our 
Senior members. On the ist of 5svear members 
We find the following names: Mora, MeDonel 
Hiija. Takkinen, Iva. Gustavson, Sylvia 
‘Thorkman, and Faante Kasper. The sof Senior 
Members Is made up of Clara Bromling, Hertha 
Flim, ‘Dabbs, and Gladys Johnson. 
However, ‘Hilja' Talkinen. passed. away on 
Febraury 1, 1st and Clara’ Bromling passed 
‘away on May 25, 1978 

To make sure that our Senior citizens are not 
fongotien at Christmas time a yearly party is 
held especially for them, This fs held in eonjune- 
Hon sth the annual “Santa Claus" Day in 
Eekullle, On Farmers’ Day Tavors for ailents 
trays are taken 10 the Rospial 

‘Besides our monthly meetings = pot tuck 
supper near Christmas time is enjoyed by 
members and friends 
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At the present time there are titteen 
‘members, all of whom have been members for 
fine Years or longer. ‘The membership Pol In 
cludes Hille Bromiing, Ruth Dobbs, Elsie 
Gustavson, Tva “Gustavson, “Hertna Hillman, 
‘Margaret Houston, Annie Jobs, Gladys Johnson 
Fannle. Kasper, Gertie “MeDonald, Hazel 
‘MeDonel, Mora'MeDonel, Jean Opts, Pera 
Skoedopoie and Sylvia Taorkman. 








ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION, ECKVILLE 
BRANCH NO, 158-— Information obtained from 
Early Records 

"The chatler president of the Legion was 
Russell E Bastinan and secretary treasurer 
twas R, W. Needham, The first bank record is Oe 
{ober 2, 1915 The next secretary was James 8. 
Merriman in 184, followed by Ea Stopsen from 
187 to 1850, daring which period Harrold Ten: 
nant’ was president. Alex V. Brown Was 
Secretary tm 1951 t0 1858 

"About 1947 the Leglon was glven Lot5, Block 3 
by the Medicine Valley Livestock Association, 
fom walch tin bullding they’ operated thelr 
business under the management of the late 
‘Thomas Smith, The Legion made some im 
provements to the building, and twas rented for 
‘ver ID years ata shoe-maier stop to Roy Saari 
fd the fate Wally Puli. tn 1947 the Legion pala 
for getting ime masonry gates bull to the south 
fentfance of the Memorlal Park, and also, 
provided uniforms for the boy's aockey team and 
so equipment for several saft-bal ams 

‘Namey of members gleaned. from early 
records of what was then known as Briish Em, 
pire Service League No. 158 were: Russell E 
Eastman (deceased June 16, 1974), RW 
‘Needham, James. Brown, Alex Brovn, Ralp’ 
Downs, Jack A. Fumell, Thomas Hanna, Nes 
Geneve’ Hanna, Ralph ‘Kingsep, Joka R. 
Tuamala, A. Charles MeMom, John A. Maclean 
John MacNell, James Merriman,” Calvin F. 
Needham, Ralph Pihoola, Willard A. Philips, 
‘Thomas Hrulika, Simon MacKenzie, Thomas 
Smith, Ed" Stopsen, John Sultes, Jacob "A. 
‘Tolonen, Harold Tennant (deceased) and Russell 
Autre 

"By 1988 the membership had fallen to elght 
members, so the Branch was declared inactive 
‘cxeept for Comrades Jim Brown and Ea Stopsen, 
Tooking after the building reatal and expeases, 
Branch was re-organlzed as the Royal Canadian 
Legion No. 136 in 1963 with Comrade Jaco A, 
‘Tolonen as president: a Stopsen was treasure? 
tosis 

"The minutes from 1963 1 1988 seem tobe is 
placed. However, by April 1868 the. present 
Legion Hall'nad been purehased trom George 
Sestrap, who hd used the bulding asa cate, At 
this time there were 23 members fn attendance, 
‘with H. Bergh being president, W. Balch 
Secretary, and George Johnson treasurer 

Tm about 1968 or 1969 the Un Warehouse was 























sold, About this same tlme the slgn was palnted 
by Air. Nygaard, 2 member from the United 
States, Tables, benches, snd a plano were 
bought. A pertraitef the Queen was donated by 
{he Krintlas, and the brase plate and inseription 
for the portralt was donated by Mr. Chesterman, 

Repairs were made tothe ebimney and supports 
for the floor, 

‘Bingo equipment was bought, which was used 
as 2 weekly entertainment for some years, a 
Weil a a big Yearly Bingo asa souree df income 
for the Legion. Tals equipment sas aso let to 
fhe Senlor Citizens when they used the Legion 
Halla thelr Drop-In Centre. 

Te Legion has sponsored the Burn’s Night in 
conjunction with the Legion Auxiliary since 1968 
‘The two groups have sponsored the Armistice 
Day Chureh Service and the evening gathering 
since 1868. The Poppy Fund has always been 
fared for by Me, din Brown. ‘The booth at the 
Benalto Falr was aJont project for afew years 
For some years V-Day and Vimy Night were 
Femembered. Fundraising projects were the 
Friendship Calendar and ratfies of sides of beet 
and pork, Donations were made to the Eekville 
Hospital Fund, Colonel Beleher Hospital Pollo 
Fund and C. EL, Christmas Hampers are given 
‘annually. Gift are given fo members i hosplal 
dnd farewell gifts to members who have let 
Members have been helped with plumbing 

ses, funeral expenses, and victims. of fires 
Rave been helped. Aberbeque, or socials held 
June with the Ladies Auxiliary as guests: The 
Hall has been ‘used for dancing lessons, play 
School, Cubs weekly meelings, bake. sales 
Strawberry teas, rummage sales and general 
‘meetings and socials 

a 1870 chairs were bought, a new, larger fur 
nace was installed, and.a donation of adaitional 
‘hairs trom the Country Ladies Ald was tuch 
appreciated. The mortgage on the Legion Hall 
‘vas burnt on October 1 197, The payment of 
{he mortgage had been another joint project with 
the Ladies" Auxillary. In June 1974 the Legion 
4nd Auslliry entertained abus load of Veterans 
for Calgary, as a friendly gesture 

‘Under the direction of dim Merriman a new 
roof was put on the Leglon Hall and the big win 
outs were replaced with hardboard. In October 
4005 the Vacant lot which had been ie home of 
‘the shoe shop was sold to allen Post. 

The gable ends of the Hall were covered with 
tin by Art Carritt and a sign erected, whiek Mrs 
‘Neale painted after the outside of the Hall had 
‘been painted. ‘The Hall was painted by Me 
Young. 

‘Past President Pins have been received by J 
, Tolonen, H, Bergh, A. Guest, E. Fiss, J. B 
Kerriman, A. Vandeveide, A. Caerit, and WE 
‘Austin. T Smith waa president of the Legion tn 
{att and. French in 198, Legion members at 
tend District and Provinelal Rallies and care for 
the bullding with regards to insurance, power, 
heat, and janitor services, 





























HISTORY OF THE ECKVILLE LIONS CLUB, 
19461978 — by W. J. (Lion BI Rothwell 
"The Lions Ciub of Bekvlle was sponsoted by 
the Lions Club of Red Deer. Charter Presents 
ton Night was May 20,186, wth Disriet Gover. 
sor Marshall Murray presenting the Chester to 
the rst President of the Eekville Clu, Lion Ike 
Kalla. The Red Deer Club took & bis load of 
[ions and thelr ladies to Eekvile for this cea 
sion 
“The following were the Charter Members of 
‘he Bexville Lions clu: 
‘Charter President: Tke Kalla (now deceased) 
Ist Vice President: Ty O, (Tom) Fornan 
na Vice President: J. Alcock (deceased) 
Secretary: J. Stalford 
lon Members: RB, Gish 
‘A. (As) Langer 
RB, Lawson 
IM. Anderson 
Gry 
RE, Eastman (deceased) 
Dr, R. Coppock (deceased) 
| Clausen (deceased) 
3. Lundberg (deceased) 
G. Meet 
HLS. Mann (deceased) 
€.Bovens 
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A. Schoter 
Rev" Howick 
John Reid 
1 appears that the minutes of the early years 
of the Cab have been misiaie, The only informa 
fion obtainable is hat the Lions Club members 
Joined the abor force with regard othe bullding 
the park with baseball diamond in the 140" 
Having Joined. the Eckvile Lions Club in 
September, 1955, ean recall many of the maln 
projects up to 197, which are as follows: The 
lone Clu hasbeen caretaker’ ofthe al since 
efore I became a member and assumed respon: 
sibiity for maintenance, Monetary and 
athervise 
"The Club paid rent Into the nal fund for its 
‘wn Use of the hall, Including meetings and pro 
is, ete 
‘For years assumed payment of hall rent for 
baby cline and Is stil doing this 
Sponsored the Boy’ Seouts and among other 
things pald the hall Tent for thelr use of same, 
whlch the club is sti doing 
1 Spinsaed By Scouts wen sey atend Scot 
jamiborees, ete and is sil doing thls 
‘Assumed fli charge forthe canvass, ete. on 
‘peal ofthe Canadlan National Insitute forthe 
Blind, ‘The club has received letter ot con 
Bratuitfons inthe past forthe owing in his 
nis project Is sti being caried on, 
Sponsored a Little League baseball teem. 
‘This was in the late 1950's inthe fall of 190, 4 
‘major project involved extensive alterations and 
Femodelling to the hall, A mew fron! was con 
Structed ana was two stories high, measuring 16 
1 oi fect. "The size ofthe Lions Ben upstairs as 
inereased as were the kitchen and cloakroom, 
downstairs. Tn addition, ladies" and. men's 
‘washrooms were installed, Entrance tothe nal 
‘Was moved from the front fo te sde ofthe fal, 
Wwith's wide sidewalk leading to the entrance 
‘oor, These improvements cost over $5,000 his 
Sack ih 1860 and very tle labour costs a8 ion 
embers performed the work). Tals Wasa 
engin, hard-work projet, and T must mention 
{hat no one Lon member reneged on Rs weekiy 
furs to work. In the previous ten years. the 
{ions had spent‘another $4,000 on the hal and 
‘gain labor costs were ‘maienal since. Lion 
members performed most of the work: We had 
{wo competent carpenters in our club she could 
Airect the work program, namely Don Macrae 
md. Dr, Gordon Gibson. We also had t 
membership approaching a in number at that 
‘Oa October 8, 1960, the Lions Club sponsored a 
barbeque, carnival with games of sel such at 
Dingo, ete anda dance nie hal with proceeds 
foing’ towards the cost of the hall alterations 
‘which were already in progress. Tl was sever: 
Used as a-mammoth community activity andi 
turned out fo be Just that with an overflow erowd 
attending 


























St, Joba's Ambulance first ald course spon 
sored with Lion Dr. Gordon Gibson asinstructor 
There was a large pre-course enrollment whlch 
began on January £7, 1981 

For several Years the club sponsored sports 
days’ with. baseball tournaments, men’s and 
Tales" games of sill ete: anda dance at nih 

Organized Santa Claus Day each year and 
stil doing tls 

‘Easter Seal Campaign and still doing this 

Sponsored New Year's Eve dances and Con 
nung todo this 

Participated tn Lions International's World 
Wide "Peace Essay Contest" 198 with $90,000 
In prize money, for students 4 years of age and 
under 22 years of age. ‘The contest involved 
local level, disriet level, multiple district level 
and on up fo a Worldsvide contest, with frst 
prize in the later level beng $2,000. On the local 
Fevel miss Lana Wingate, a Grage 12 student in 
the Eckville Higa School, was the winner and 
‘was presented ‘eth a Lions Club award and 
‘cheque. Her essay was then forwarded for com: 
Pelion in the Lions Disriet Level 

Participated In sale of cookbooks ented “A 
Lion inthe Kitchen” with aver 00 reclpes from 
Lions members throughout the world, i196. On 
July 29, 008, the Eckvile Lions Club sponsored 
Car Bingo with many other prizes in nition to 
the car which was a 1866 Plymouth sedan and 
‘Won by 2d Solverson of ekville, The event was 
‘well attended and was one of the Club's most 
Sccesstul project ventures. 

“The Club has sponsored a candidate in the 
Eekville Tee Caralval Queen Contest for some 

‘Donated money to the Blind Golfer's Associa 

‘Annually hosts a barbeque in theater part of 
June. Farmers and ather men i the comunity 
‘who are not Lion members are invited 

lean-up day in the Town of Eckvile ts 
organized annually by the Lions. 

“Club tas provided wheel chalrs for Jimmy 
Jonason, 

Has hosted andor assisted Teen Club, ete. in 
providing dances (or other forms of recreation it 
Bexvites 

Further work on the hall since 1972 nas in 
cluded repairs to the Kitchen, electrical wiring, 
Installed fans, put carpeting’ fn the den, bull 
more tables, patnted and installed ew door 
hardware, ete. Ta most years Yepairs have tobe 
made tothe roof and this aften requires bringing 
Iva trained man for the Job. 

{std and on, club has donated $100 or more per 
vear to the Bekville public brary 

Ts73 — sponsored a pesidle pusher group. 

16 — sponsored a defensive driving course 
donated $i toa group of seo! students golng to 
France and sponsored a cara festival which Bas 
Since become an anal project 

‘86 and ona, club has helped raise money 
for the Agrcuture: Multeparpose Building it 

















ekville and helped raise money for artificial foe 
Inthe arena. Lunderstand that a monetary con 
mitment has been made by the club In connec: 
ton with the former balding 

"The Eekville Lions Club has, since it was 
chartered, regularly held the following 

Charter Night: Held annually in November 
zather than the date of receiving ifs Charter ia 
the spring 

ales’ Night: The Lions of Eckslle honour 
‘heir ladies on this occasion annually Usually 
held in fate Apel or early May” 

‘During’ ihe 1960's the Club held a Past 
residents night annually to honour the Past 
Presidents of the club, It as later discontinued, 

he club celebrated its 25h anniversary on 
November 6, 157, with a capacity crowd tn 
‘attendance, Guest speaker tor the decasion was 
Past International Director Dr. W. T. (Bi) 
Waite, of Saskatoon, It was certainly a celebra 
tion that all Hekeille Lions wil remember, and 
Wwe hope all others who were in attendance wll 
aso, 

The Eckvile Club sponsored the Rocky Moun 
tain House Lions Club, and the Charter Presenta 
tion Night was January 12,1968, The Charter was 
presented by International Director Lion Virgil 
Bi" Moshansky” of Vegreville and. accepted By 
Charter President Norman Swainger. A large 
umber of Eekville Lions Club menibers: aed 
thelr ladles attended this event. 

“The Ekle Club members have been con 
selous of Ne goodwill generated. through 
sitions to oer Lions Clubs and asa rest, 
‘many of such visitations were made, 

"The Eekville Lions Chib has for many years 
gent ter Incoming ofleers othe Lions Training 
School prior to thelr assuming ofle, The club 
for as tong ast have been associated with it has 
Sent delegates 1 Disiret Conventions and Mid 
‘Winter Conferences, While as a member of 
the Bekville Cub, 1 attended two international 
Conventions. Im addition to being there asa 
District Governor-Elect onthe first occasion and 
as an International Counsellor on the second ce 
fasion, Twas. thereon both. occasions asa 
Aelegate of tne Eekvile Lions Club. Hester and 
Plan fo sttend another International Convention 
this coming June tn Tokyo, Japan and wherever 
posslbte T'shall act as'a“publlety man" for the 
okie Lions Club, 

In the Lions fiscal year, 199081, every Lions 
‘Chub member in Eckl attained 1005 aiten 
ance. Tt was an outstanding achievement and 
the club was rewarded with several wards for 
Doth attendance and also the highest perecntage 
‘ot membership inerease for that year The lab 
Increased from Under 40 members to about 63 
‘members. The aards were: Lions international 
plaque In attendance contest: District 3: pla 
‘que contest winner (Involves attendance) 
Distriet 7 award, a speaker's stand, involving 
highest membership inerease that year, 

There are several Ligns inthe Eckvile Chub 











ho have had perfect attendance for as long as 
they have been members, Past President Ea 
Stopsen tas had 71 years of membership with 
{inf attendance: Lidn Alf Molander has had 21 
‘years of membership ith perfect attendance; 
Wom Loyd Purnell has had 18 years of 
rembership sith 100% attendance; Lion Rex 
Baer has had 16 years of membership with 
pertet altendance 

ollowing are tte names of Presidents who 
have served the ekvile Club since It Was 
Charred: — 

‘ie? — tie Kala (Charter President) 

oir — Artaur Langer 

1848-3 — George Anderson 

194850 — Ted Hanson 

495031 — John. Neale 

195152 — A Harold Eliott 

198288 — W. G. (Red) Meandrews 

198554 — Elmer Kristensen 

195435 — Eldon Bliss — Jan, Dan Clausen 
155.38 — Thomas O, (Tom) Ferhan 

199837 — Howard Walting 

18ers — Dr A. Cordon Gibson 
1958-98 — Norman N. cNorm) Foran 
1889-60 — Chester F. Kasha 

Teena — Wed. (Bill) Rethwrell, 
Io? — TH, (Bert) Curran 
196285 — Julien K. Sambrook. 
{54-64 — Derrick (Dick) Lawton 
{bl — Arihur R, (Archie) Huhtal 
1-68 — Stanley G. (Stan) Mak 
{e887 — Donald (Don) MacRae 
iss. — George armeneat 
15-69 — Esorard 1 Cd) Stopsen 
1999-70 — Edwin R. (Ea) Olsen 
smo — C. (Corny) Hughes 
Wnt — §. Me (Stan) Mecrelght 
72:13 — Joseph (Joe) Lindberg. 
{i314 — D. (Doug) Mulvey 
Isis — Adrian Vandevelde 
9548 — AL. (Arb) Carvit 
Ie — ALJ. (Alt) Page 
197-8 — Gerald Roy 

‘Upon completion of his term as President, 
Lion Stag Maki was appointed Zone Chairman 
for'the Zone whlch included Eckville for the 
folowing year, 1968 

‘Upon completion of hls term as President, 
on Adrian "Vandevelde was appointed Zone 
(Ghalrman for the Zane whieh inludea Eckvile 
forthe following vear, 19757, 

‘Upon completion of my’ term as President, T 
was "Sppointed Zone Chaltman for tne Zone 
which included Bekville forthe following year. 
Igor, 1 was then appolnted. Deputy. District 
Governor for 1952483 of Region tivo in which 
Eekvile was ieludee, at the District Conven 
fiom held tn Calgary, 1 was elected District 
Governor of Distsiet °E” Yor the year 19834 
pom completion of that term of atfice Iwas ap 
pointed Infernational Counsellor by Lions Inter. 
Fatlonal. The latter appointment has now been 
‘iseontinued ang when & District Governor com 


























pletes his term as such he Is referred to as Past 
Disteict Governor 

“Lions are pledged to help through Lionism 
tote less forthnate Man themselves. Lionem is 
honesectarlan, yeti encourages religtous obser 
ances and chareh loyalties. Tt is non political, 
Yer ieuleates a lively Interest in government 
nd elvie affairs 

‘he purpose of a Lions Club isto determine 
community needs and develop means of meeting 
them, either through its own efforts oF in co 
operation with other agencles. At the same tse, 
ion Clubs provide good fellowship and club 
Socal life for thelt members. & Lions Club as 
keeps friendships in good repat. 

‘ionism is an active and efitent medium for 
united community effort and enterprise, The 
prestige and importance of Lions work in all 
Hetas of endeavour Is recognized throughout the 
entire world 

“The motto of the Lions Is — 








We Serve” 


THE ALBERTA WHEAT POOL — by G. R. 
Sarge 

‘Mberta Wheat Poo!'s grain handing taciities 
at Bekville consist of tree elevators. Fexvile 
No. 1 was a 28,000 bushel elevator purchased 
‘rom United Grain Growers in 028. It vas dls 
Iantied in 1968 and the salvage was used In con 
Structing anew composite elevator. The new 
[Structure has a capacity of 167 bushels con 
Ssting ofa 30 dou bushel elevator, a67,000-Dushel 
rib annex aad.a s001-bushel rio annex. The 
Buon bushel erib annex was Dull In 1948 walle 
the other two parts ofthe facilities Were bull in 
iss 

‘Alberta Wheat Pool acquired Eckville No. 2 
‘and Eeivile No.3 rom Federal Grain Company 
in 1972. The No: 2 faclities consists of a 28.000 
‘bushel elevator bullt in 1928, 30,00-bushel 
balloon annex bult In 1950 and a 65,000-bushel 
feb annex bu i 1988."The No, Sfactities had a 
45,00 bushel capacity: twas Bult in 1998 and 
was dismantled ia January, 18 

From 1324976 the Pools elevators at 
Eekville have handled 1.8348 bushels of 
grain, Nineteen seventy-three — seventy-four 
was the highest handling year at 4,07 bushels, 
the Iowest graln handling was 48,082 bushels i 
18041905, 

Beginning on September 18, 1929 the wheat 
pool elevator, managers have been: W 
MeDonald, Ry, Ry Beattie, 0. J. Myers) E. I 
DeMann, A. Langer, J. E Alcock, A. Langet 
(again), AW J. Kuntz, and L.A, Haglund, who 
took aver ss manager in 1971 and isl located 
In Eavile, in 1877 

From March, 197, the date of Federal Grain 
company purchase by Alberta Pool, Mr. H.W. 
Johnson was elevator manager at the pools 
Eckrville No, 2.and No, 3 facilites. On duly 13, 
4814 Mr, Johnson let tls position. On his date 
Mr. L.A, Haglund became the’ manager of 

















Eckville No. 3 and No.2in addition to managing 
the No. 1 facilites, 

‘Pool members who have been elected as 
elegates to represent the members inthe sub. 
“ister srhich includes Benalto and Ekle are 
‘stollows: JH. Suggett of Bentley; N-S. Smith, 
St Olds J. W. MeLachlan of Hespero: R. Pye of 
Penold: J, W. Robson of Rimbey" Altred B. 
Haarstad of Bentioy; Mike Bitiner ot Thorsby 
Aled 5. Haarsted 7D. 
Philips ot 
Glen f Nelson, elected in 174 and stl serving 
inisrr 

Delegates who have been elected to the pool's 
seven'man board of directors for the distziet in 
Which Benalte and Eckvile are located are as 
follows: A. Macpherson of Della, N. D. 
Stewart of Chinook, R.A. Macpherson of Della 
again), W. J. Blatt of Nato, and. G. W. 
[Braitiwaite of Red Deer was elected in 198) and 
Is stil serving in 1872 

Nib. During the 191677 Leonard Haglund 
resetied the one millon buskel mark in grain 
Shipments. 


‘THE ECKVILLE HANDICRAFT GUILD — by 
Tea Gustavson 

in the fall of 1956, adult classes in art and 
pottery were conducted by Velma Ebl and Gor- 
fon Thorsel, These classes were entnustastical 
Iyrrecelved. The following year, 1088, a Handl 
fratt Gulld was formed, Volunteers agreed 0 
Share thelr Teowledge of needlework, candle 
making and other crafts. Reg Baker offered to 
teach leather tooling. Tt was a small beginning, 
Dut has grown steadily through the years. 

in 047, Instruction was given In macrame, 
decoupage, soft leather, tooled leather 
needlework’ crochet, kniting, at, pottery, 
Dasketry, cake decorating, lapldary and chenlle 
ovelies. All of these ae stil Conducted by 
Volunteers. 

For other projeets, where outside teachers 
‘are required, & small {ee is charged. During the 
past few years upholstery, furmture retilsking, 
Freteh and sew and Jean making have been en 
jyed by capacity classes. 

In order to make It possible for everyone to 
take advantage ofa hobpy the membership foe 
yhas remained at one dllar per season. Over 100, 
have joined each ofthe past two years, 

“The highlight of the season has been the an 
nual display and sale Its held each year atthe 
losing of the year's activities, Tt has proven to 
be very successful with over 0 attending and 
fenjoving the fine displays. Proceeds from {hls 
finetion help buy the equipment and supplies 
necessary to Keep operating. 
FRIENDSHIP CLUB, ECKVILLE & DISTRICT 

in asta a group of older people of Eckv ile 
began dieussing the possiblity of having some 
ott of organization for the purpose of providing 
Social and recreational activities of the senior 
elizens ofthe area. The Idea gained momentum, 














with the result that on July 10, 1972 8 meeting 
‘vas hela in the Bekvlle Legion Hall. A formal 
[roup, whieh becarme known asthe Eekville and 
District Friendship Club, was organized, with 
the help of Paul Ulsen, the Preventative Social 
Services represenialve from Lacombe. We were 
further asslsted from time to time by Rick Sioa, 
‘who attended s number ot our meetings, and by 
Ea Brant 

"The Eekville Legion offered thelr assistance 
by providing a meeting place, foe of charge, for 
the first year, and later reaiing us the Legion 
Hall for our weekly Thursday mectings until we 
‘moved into our own buliding In August of 1877 
local merenants also assisted from time to time 
Dy donations of oranges or other goodles for our 
Speclal pares, and by offering a discount on a 
eles purchase from them. Interested. in 
fividuals and. organizations have. also”‘been 
Iiberal with their eash donations 

Membership was open to Interested adults, 
and the fee was set at $1 pet year. Eighty-seven 
persons foined the Club fhe Hist year, aid the 
Frembership has remained approximately the 
Same throughout the yeas. 

Th adaition to the ‘weekly get-togethers. a 
number of organized bus tours to points of in 
terest in surrounding towns or area have been 
arranged, 

"For several years the Friendship Ciub spon 
sored s horsestoe tournament in the fall, under 
the capable feadership of our most enthusiastic 
horseshoe player, Ralph ollsen, assisted by 
several otters of our group, Various Eexville 
merchants made cash donations to provide the 
Trophies whieh were awarded to the winners of 
the various events. A dinner, open to the publi 
‘was held each year in conjuction ith the tour 
amen! as a means of Teising money for the 
Ch 

‘Aaother yearly fundraising event has been 
the "Fish Mulligan” a plenie type supper fea 
turing fish mulligan as the maln shy supple. 
‘mented by casseroles, salads, and ples. Some 
{Yeats thls was held at near-by camp grounds and 
Stner Years seas served in the Club hal. These 
‘meals were always much enjoyed and Well sup 
ported by the general publ 

[rate ofarcies donated by club members 
‘was held one year, anda fabric salen 176 added 
2 lidy sum to our bank account 

‘\pleure, purchased by the Friendship Cub, 
was presented fo the residents of the Eekvile 
‘Manor soon after tls opening, and money was 
onated foward tne purenase of a plano for the 
Manor. The Club ‘also had benches. bull and 
placed on the downtown sidewalks fr the Benefit 
{t anyone who wished to sit fer spell, 

‘Members who, over the years, have given of 
thelr time and talents to serve as members ofthe 
chub exeentive have been: Presidents, Bert 
Gurran, Helen Terry, Mabel Kelm, Anna Jobs; 
vice-presidents, Isabel Guest, Rudolph’ Dahl 
Roy Kendrew; Secretaries, Jim Browa, Helen 














‘Terry; Treasurers, Ruth Dobbs, Nora Moos, 
Bert Curran and Esther Mottus. (Wit apologies 
fo any whose names may have been omaited.) 
Fecognition slo shouldbe given to Wally Motus 
End Mrs. Mable Keim for thelt leadership In 
farrying out the New Horizons Project of 
providing our own Club Centre 

"The year 1917 has been the most outstanding 
ln the history ofthe Friendship Club. It was dur 
Ing iis time that the Club, secured is own 
property. Through the New Hortaons project of 
{he Federal Government a grant of money made 
possible te renovation ofthe former Cenadian 
Finpertat Bani building in Eck To be used as 
the friendship ‘Club Centre. The bullaing was 
made avaliable fo the Chubby the imperial Bank 
nd fhe foundation construction and moving the 
Dullding along with the Installation of gas, water 
land sever provided by the. Town of fckville. 
Many hours of labor were donated by the men 
{i well as by the ladies) of the Club during the 
bummer months fo make the necessary 
Fenovatons 

"Phe frst meeting {nour own Club Centre was 
hed on August 3 3977, with the Grend Opening 
faking place on Gctober 6, 197, The ribbon Was 
fut and the Centre declared oifctally open by 
Ss, Jim Brown, our sealer member, amd one 
ose interest the Club has been shown in so 
Thany ways since ite organization in 192. Special 
fuest at this memorable affair were Mr. Donald 
Slayne, representing the New Horizons; the 
Honourable Gordon ‘Towers, MMP. long with 
Stveral local dignitaries, All of the speakers 
Sere lavish in thelr. praise of what the 
Friendship Club had accomplished 

The Club Is now open two days a week, with 
one day belng devoted fo a whist party with 
Dries given, A poo! fable and shuffleboard Keep 
fhe men busy, and the horseshoe pits are a pop 
ta spot darag the summer. The Bingo games 
held once a month always prove popuiat. As a 
fervice to the okie Manor residents. the 
Friendship Club conducts a"bingo” one might 
Each month, atthe Manor. Roy Kendzew is our 
fenial bingo caller, with Rudolph ‘Dahl sb 
Fffuing at times when necessary 

"The Club Centre Is aleely decorated by 
several oll paintings, a8 well as clocks, lamps, 
tnd elher decorations donated by some of tne 
rombers. The families of Mrs, Clara Bromllng 
fade e eash donation to the Feiendship Club in 
Fer memory: A large oll painting, selected by 
Ie Helen Terry, was approved bythe Club as a 
ftiig memorial to one of our Ast, and most 
faithful Club members. 8. second oil paling, 
lected by Mrs. Terry, Ms. Jobs and” Mrs. 
ielm, was parehased means of a donation 
mmade'by his amily asa memoral fo the late Mr. 
Joe Maki. A third palnfing Was presented tothe 
ub by the residents of tne Eckeville Manor at 
the time of our Grand Opening, and jater a ple 
fire of the Queen was presented by Mrs, Spink, 
representing the Lacomb Counell on Aging. 























‘our refrigerator was donated by Mrs. Mabel 
elm and her ebildcen in memory of another of 
four early members, Mr" Jack Kelm. The Chub 
plano was purchased by funds provided by a be 
‘Guest from the estate of the late Mr. Leonard 
Ringse. 

Many other interested individuals and 
‘organizations have made donations of cash or of 
‘equipment or supplies, andthe Club members 
ito tery grateful for this help, We fel very for 
{inate fo have such a Chub Centre for our own 
lst, and were very pleased to receive, at the 
{ime of our Grand Opening, such lavish praise 
{or our aecomplistments. We hope that al Senior 
‘tigen of te area Will ee fee te came and Jon 
ts in the enjoyment of these fine facliies for 
Years to come. 


‘THE on, INDUSTRY 

Probably the most significant industry that 
hag come of ever wil come to this area sine Ot 
Industry 

In Gctober 1956 Hudson's Bay Oi and Gas 
drilled thelr aiseovery well In LS.D.1., 12-89 
W5. This well was drilled by Rlchileid Oll Cor 
poration under the ferme of a Farmount Agree 
Fient with Hudson's Bay OU and Gas. Hudson's 
Bay was the holder of petroleum and natural 
{as lease issued fo it by the Province of Alberta, 
{Sovering the south tall of section 32. Diling of 
the well commenced on June 27, 1886 and It was 
‘completed on September 6 of that year. ‘Oll 
production ‘was encountered. trom the. Basal 
Quarts and Misstssippian formations, ‘The dis. 
Chvery was given an iil potential of 40 barrels 
per day of production. The surface rights for the 
Wel were acquire from VA Elson as owner of 
the SE 4-99-18, and Mr. Elson sil restdes on 
thls property 

“the Medicine River fetd was classified as an 
area of JB) acres and Eslimated Recoverable 
‘it at, 7ho.o00 8. 7. barrels. 

“Tals Held map shows The dlscovery well In 
LDS. 2a8W9 

‘For aslatance in interpreting the map, solld 
black dots represent oll wells, ap open clrele sur 
rounded by ite lines, gas wells? and an open 
‘rele with a eross, a dry hole, 

The Medicine River feld produces from rock 
of Jurassic age, The Jurassle age isa portion of 
fhe Mesozoic era, generally known as the age of 
Teptiles The sedimentary rocks in the area of 
‘Tarassie age were lald down as sediments In a 
Shallow (ropleal sea. Approximately 69 wells 
‘were controled from ths group office 
OIL, WELL 
Gas Wet, 

DRY HOLE 











WILDCAT DRILLING - ECKVILLE AREA 

"To our knowledge, the first wildeat well 
drilled in the Ecxville area. was Amurex- 
Richtield-Hudson Bay Meaieine River 2-32, 
focated in Lsd. 2, Seetion 2, Township 38, Range 





























Producing on ou 
ane Depth ess Wai Produced Remalning 
Lower 160" 7 fT Smilin 15mallion 15 
Cretsceous ‘barrels “barrels” millon 
Sand barrels 
Surassic 80 2 2 —185millon Smilin 145 
jeSane ‘barrels ‘barrels’ million 
barrels 
Mississippian 1250" we 18 Tmillion 28millon 45 
Pekisko ‘arrels” “barrels” millon 
Figure? 


8, West of the Fifth Meridian, about twa miles 
orthnorthivest of the town. it was spudded on 
December 10, 1833 ana completed on Mareh 25, 
154 at a total depih of 88! fect. The well dis: 
covered all-in the Lower. Creiaceous Basal 
Quartz, sandstone. at 7.027 feet and in the 
Missssipplan Pekisto Urmestone at 7.20 feet 
‘Asot August 1.1976, statistics on the Medicine 
iver fleld are iisted in gure 2 
‘Tn suramars, total original recoverable oll in 
the’ field was 45.8 milion barrels, 8.3 milion 
barrels have been produced, and’ 255 ralllon 
Barrels remain to be procuced 
“Tn addition to the oll, the original gas reserve 
ln the flela totalled $7 bilion cube feet of which 
‘Dlllon cuble fect have been produced, sith, 
Femalning reserves of 385 billion eubic fet 
“Those reserves and production statisties were 
taken from a publication eatiled "Canadian Oil 
sind Natural Gas Developments”, prepared by 
the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
"Texaco Exploration Canada Lid 
‘C.D. Drysdale 
Chled Gesiogist 


MOTHER GOOSE PLAYHOUSE HISTORY — 
By dohasne Kasha 

‘The Motner Goose Playbouse for four year. 
old ehitdren was formed in September of 1975 by 
group of interested mothers, At this time the 
‘Jack & Jl Playsehoo! had a heavy enrolment of 
fiveyear old children, this necessitating to 
lasses for them. This left the four-year-old 
‘roup without a teacher of a classroom: 

“The fist executive consisted of: President — 
Gall Latila (ho later was replaced by Sharon 
Cooper), Vice-President — "Louise Moench, 
Secretary — Emelia Thibeaull, ‘Treasurer — 
Johanne’ Kasha. ‘Other board members were 
‘Terri Cunningham and Mille Post. Tae teacher 
‘Was Mrs, Debra OpdenDries 

“The Playhouse firs gpevaied In a room in the 
‘Bekville Arena on Monday, Wednesday, and Ft 
day moraings trom a.m, to 11:30 am: but soon 
Nad fo move from the Arena because of various 
egulatfons. Then the class moved tothe Lion's 
Halland tially to the Legion Hall fo tnish the 
ibe session in June 











The Mother Goose Playhouse was greatly 
assisted init st difieult Year of operation by 
the ‘Town’ of Eckville, the’ Recreation Board, 
cal businesses, the’ Avena Comite, Ihe 
[on’s Club and the Legion, 

"The 18761977 session was conducted in the 
Jack & Jil Playschoo! room in the north end of 
the High Schoo! bulaing 

‘Mrs. Patricia Green of Rocky. Mountain 
Hose was the texcher for both the Mother 
Goose Playhouse and the Jack & Jl Playsehoo! 
during this school year 


REMINISCINGS OF AN ECKVILLE SCHOGI 
GIL — by Alice Hawkins 

‘Al the exhibitions With thelr death defying 
rides will never produce ihe exeitement, the my 
Stomach’s falling out feeling that Lexperiencea, 
sliding down ‘Kasper's. Hill. Whether ona 
foboggan o skis, without the Benet of poles, he 
Inevitable pile up was an experience. iuried 
fee firt into the ditch of white, sot tering 
Show Was extlarating, 

Smells produce fantastic memories. All the 
seasons were heralded by thelr smells, We 
Dredleted the weather by smells, It smells Uke 
Fain It smells lke chinook, hie is mage in 
Hise), the smell of the salt svasm wind that 
ppeated from nowhere It smells ike sv. The 
ld alr would rush up Your nose on esp clear 
‘winter night and'it was a good clean smell. The 
felieste smell of spring, tresh green leaves and 
ussy vailows. 

“Tne bakery bad a smell that would tease your 
appelite. Hot bread must be the best smell in the 
World, and you could watch Mf. Jackson puting 
All hose good smells on trays inthe window not 
Dnly'one day, but every day of the week 

“re Co-op Slore wat fall of good smells: the 
cotfee brewing, hamburger being ground and 
awdust on the floor. The dey goods with the 
Smell of winter of summer clothes, depending on 
the season. The smell f vegetable, ful, binder 
tine, leather it was fascinating fo experience 
sith different smells im one qulek walt through 
ihe store 

Garages smelled good, too. They had an 
‘cary smell, combined with gas and grease that 











as sometimes sharp but abeays simulating 
‘fhe fala paling in he sation had» seca 
Sell perdaps was a smell offongng to move 
Sheas many ot ws i 

‘Simmer hada warm exiting mell—bleyele 
hukes othe gravel pita game of serab athe va 
{att iat, jacks and marbles played the dit 
flan Sheep Hun’ and ed Lgnt Green Light 
Paved every might attr supper. Sandwiches, 
alsemton and Homernade ie erear, summer 
{ates for smells Fall brought wth all the 
Spel tat made you fel sae ana warm inside 
fhe farmers ooking algae new. potatoes, 
Shopping wood, raking the leaves aring th 
S1adkets these smels gave you the assurance ot 
Sow, ony winter 

NoV all the smell were good: on especially 
wae very ingen, he Snel of make. We 
fed Several bad fre, We watched Kennedy's 
se bur tothe ground, partly ou ofa eertain 
ett but mes tn genuine concern, oer 
‘Sltance. very chimey fire was a potent 
ger Vners worked ln Tp pt 
she tres 

1 Sage pce of advice to cross your bridges 
venen you cme fo tem bt this not ea as 
‘Sig as i unde. A partially troublesome 
fridge to crose wat the trestle over the 
Horseguara iver. Ihave aivays regretted the 
{ee tat I never nad courage enough to walk 
‘oss, Hvas exctng org to fe trol 
ave at ‘howe tracks that seemed to stretch 
Eee fhe ler de, aa tak Todo Tm 
fring todo 

‘vas easy to start out wit bravado. A cer 
tun gat woud lead you from one rliroad te fo 
the ser and 1 coald go for perhaps 00 fet 
‘tout any problem. Bach ime’ attempted the 
‘ousng, vowed T ould not look own, Two 
fhings foniiptea reaty to my fear, First 
there was aoling to hang on toy an second, 
Sterne very long way down, Once ot almost 
a way nero Sn aifhough 1 had loked 
tng ras aware tha theresras water bones! 
shes Rach sep 1 took from te tote, Inreased 
Ry ances: Phevermadelt. Something com 
Poked me olnk own and ina nebo As on 
Eemany previous attempts 1 Would sit down, 
hd ingely turnover on my hands and ree. 
in'hfs positon T would start te long tek back, 
25 my somach produced al kinds of reveling 
itgy which I swallowed. 1 would end up back 
there Thad started to the glogust of 
Tryst and some of iy companions certainly 
Mini hove who" Gould walk all the way 
{evo and Twas aed bythe few who dared fo 
emacroce, Wile Tas disappointed by m0 
bly to conquer fe tester was able te nd 
Zine’ consolation among: many” of my fends 
‘Thm ke mses never crossed that briage 

‘Sven hough she venture of crossing the tes 
fue cadet Inconsistent falure. there. were 
‘wards Sometimes he train would goby wile 
tfewere here. The enpneer always waved and 


‘lew the whistle and we watched the steam come 
Folling through the cow cateher in big white 
‘louds, One of our favorite games was to pul pen 
files on the track and Wwaten the train wheels 
Wwhire over ther, Then Wwe would plck them up 
lind admire how flattened they were. Beside the 
‘racks, and along the river, the orange ter ies 
land the tiny purple shooting stars were resplen 
‘dont. Ifthe season was right, we would tind wild 
Strawberries or brilliant yeliow buttercups 


1m out street we had an implement shed, and 
because: Sir. Cowan owned it, we called il 

‘owan’s Implement Shed." TO me, it appeared 
huge It was constructed of corrugated tn, and 
think had sliding doors, although very seldom 
iw the doors shut This was a storage shed for 
‘he farm machinery Mr, Cowan sold. 

‘Every time we walked by ewe would run our 
fingers along the outside wal, or grab a stick and 
yum that along the side. Tt made super rumbling 
Sound, Sometimes We played inside the shed. TEit 
‘ae raining that was an added bonus, The rain 
trope on the ti roof sounded lke machine guns. 
{was an ideal place fo play cowboys and Indlans 
or Hide and Seek, You could hide around the 
Itactors or harrows and keep moving from one 
place to another as the “seeker” spent many 
Frustrating minates tying to find vou. 

While the shed. was an intriguing and 
mysterious pace in whieh to play during the day, 
Us the shadows lengthened 1 took on a sinister 
fir With the moonlight and the street ght shin 
ing into the shed, the Implements. took on all 
forts of menacing features. Bach time I had te 
pass ton my way home, Iwas certaln something 
frould leap out and grab me. Most tes T woul 
un down the rdale of te road unt I was past 
It and then walk very qulekly home. 

‘Occasionally T would elect t0 walk dovn the 
sidewalk Tne wale was elevated along Cowan's 
House and then ft dipped to or three fet an the 
Upproach tothe shed. There was a window in the 
GGivan house that faced out onto the walk and it 
(eas hard to walk by and NOT look in. ir. Cowan 
{ways set ima chair next to that window and 
ead. I could have fouched him he wae so close. 1 
‘woul walk as far as to where ne was sitting, and 
lop. He was very nice and many times T cor 
femplated knoeking on the door and asking Rim 
totake me home, but Tnever did Instead T would 
take a deep bret, nota and run as fast as my 
Togs would go, past the shed, past the nouses and 
limost homey inalty to breathe again 

‘Although { have outlived the Cowan shed is 
‘memory fs still with me, Tank of te shed. as 1 
‘waren my own figure cast a shadow, and Les 
pecially think of it when T have oceasion fo hold 
‘ny breath 





1 was inspiring to go to school in Bekvile 
there were alvay's so many things happening — 
decorating the schoo! or making costumes for 
Valentines, St Patricks or Hallowe'en. Labeling 








neve equipment, unpacking new and exciting 
books, preparing forthe exams, waiting for new 
teachers (0 arrive, going to anather town for a 
sports event, tnere was alway’ something took 
{orward fo 

Everybody went to school regardless of 
weather. Ir it was 40 below you just wrapped 
fnother scart around Your head. Many moc 
ings T'tted unsuccessfully fo'smooth out the 
bumps” under my stockings ‘caused by the 
long iged underear Gd, how T hated that 
underwear." What a challenge to appear 
feminine without Stantelds wrinkies and lumps 
Inevidenee. But, unless you were extremely fi, 
you went to schoo. 

Sports were un in those days, everyone got to 
play tegardies of ably and schoo! spit was 
Uh, the Bal ei, the hoekey rink and the 

‘My flrs School was held in the Presbyterian 
‘church, ‘Miss ‘Mekcnnon was the teacher, She 
Was a fantastic woman, blessed with patience 
4nd good humor. T met her 30 years Ister and 
‘espite many” veare of teaching reluctant 
enlliven both tose good qualtles were. sil 
‘much in evidence, 

|A more serlous incident at school was the 
scabies epidemic. Everywhere you ooked Kids 
were seratching. It was terrible. Dr, Coppock 
prescribed a fou! smelling sulphur olntment that 
‘re plastered all over our bodies, Eventually the 
‘outbreak was comtelied, but the iting seemed 
{ollastan eternity 

As We progressed to the higher grades school 
became’ more sophisticated. We experienced a 
{reater range of emotions, We all witnessed the 
Schoo! fire. The Schoo was @ gathering place of 
friends, te nucleus ofall our activities we were 
happy there. As we watched the flames ravage 
the bulding, we felt’ Very personal loss. 

By the time you reacked Grade 9 or 10 it was 
very much n vogue to adaress everyone by thet 
last name or by'a nickname. We had some good 
‘ones forthe boys: Smtx, Corky, Two-Ten, Newt, 

TMorder to ensure our attendance was regular 
we were given vitamin pil dally. Kay 
MacDonald’ used (0 bring Her dog, Tacky. 
School and we all fed him all our pls. He was 
probably the healthiest dog inthe eounty. 

‘The feacher that created the biggest Impres 
sion on me was Horace MeCall Iwas like an 
‘wakening when he arrived: it was ao fhe al 
5 20:K. open your eyes, ths is what I's all 
bout.” ftseases were always interesting and 
Stimulating. Pernaps lt was a combination Of 
ae, teacher and the times 

Although t have always ben grateful to Mike 
Worstey for helping me pass my Physics, 1 can 
remember af least five mice that through Ms 
courtesy, ran through my desk. The year asin 
Grade 1d Thad tne fortune or misfortune, ta be 
‘he only gir inthe grade. Tt was only my sense of 














humour that sustained me throug It, 1 must 
Have sat on S00 tacks that year 

The "Coup" of my highschool years had tobe 
the “Great Window Caper." It must have oe. 
curred during Math class witch requlred a good 
Seal of board work on the teache''s part, ery 
lime the teacher wrote on the Blackboard one of 
us would jump ou the window. You had to move 
‘uckiy, but stenty cut of your desk, sit on the 
‘Window’ sll, pull your legs through and drop to 
the ground ouside, which was s prety fat drop. 
‘The exeltement was In not knowing at what tae 
‘ment the teacher would turn around. A more dif 
Alcut task as maintatning a straight face and 
appearing interested inthe iesson,Ethink we all 
made il, and T ememer standing on tne ground 
Under the window, doubled ever in laughter It 
really WAS an accomplishment, and its on of 
‘ny favorite memories 


1N 1839 WE SAW THE KING AND QUEEN — by 
Mrs. Frank Coppock 

We ‘nally ‘steeumbed to the spit which 
prevailed throughout Canada and. wey to, 
Fotlowed the thousands who flocked into Eamon 
ton on Friday to see the King and Queen 

‘When It'was finaly conceded that ‘Frank 
would not be able to malt the trip with us By ea 
Tdeeided to take Audrey and Donna upon the 
special train which van through South Bekwille, 
on the C.P.R one malle from here. Miss Zell 
‘made te trip with ws and certainly made the Gay 
Meh easier for me by the assistance she 
Fendered fo the Youngsters, 

"Frank 100K us across to the station at eight 
‘airty In the morning, There was qute a crowd 
there when we arrived, asthe teachers were tak 
Ing'the rest of the school children who hadn't 
{one by car. tmust have been about nine o'clock 
‘when our Royal ‘Train, a8 Mise Joly called I 
Pulled out of the station. We really didnt mind 
the tong hours we were on the train. The 
‘youngsters spent the frst hour getting all the 
‘windows opened, and did remarkably wellto lean 
ut as far as they aid without falling out. About 
ten arelock the ery of "when do we eat?” became 
aulte general; Mr Scott, he Prinetpal, was the 
first to feel the pangs of hunger. We dida't eat 
Just then, but {tas ot long betare 12 when the 
first munchers started eating 

‘New recruits came inal along the line, and 
there was a great deal of cheering af each town 
We passed through. We haa plenty of room in our 
Coach and, as there were not any more added to 
Itt surmised that each town hada coach to 
Uemselves, The bridges proved a great attra 
tonto the children, and they got in some prac 
Nice cheering each time we went over one of 
ther, 

AS we drew near the elty, the teachers 
decided that they Would march withthe children 
from the station to thelr seats, a distance of 
about tio miles out on Jasper Avenue, Audrey 
nd Donna had thelr seats reserved with ine rest 








othe school ehildren bu nether Mss Joly nor 
hia seats arranged for. Mr. Scott advised us to 
fake the bus oul to where they Were going and 
fake chance on gelting in somewhere near 
nem. However, as-we came into the clty we 
passed right by the Parilament bulldings and we 
‘gured hat would bean deal spot from whieh fo 
seveverything,, af the statlon Miss Jolly and 
land the children left the rest. 

‘From ingurles at @ small ket booth atthe 
station we found that all the seats up neat the 
Parliament bullaings were gone but ance they 
tere a dollar apiece, we didn weep over that! 
Not tobe daunted, we boarded a street car and 
fot off af the entrance to the Parliament 
Dulidings. That was about two-hirty and at that 
time there were very fei? spectators around, as 
least compared fo what came later. Most were 
butside along the curb and sidewalks. Just a ew 
Were inside the gates, and that ls where we 
parked right on the cUrb, just inside the gates. 
Ro one seemed 19 know whether we would be 
‘owed fo stay there oF nol, as there was a frst 
tid station right behind us and the way’ fo It had 
{obe kept open. However, we were lucky, but Nad 
we known a the time sve might even fave been 
lable to get qulte close fo the steps and seen the 
‘King and Queen alight from the car and enter the 
Dullding, Poe soldiers were ined up in a guard of 
honor righ in font of ust but they folds that the 
‘ar ould enter the other gate afew feet behind 
ts, We were skeptleal, but when we saw the 
Dragoons gallop by with thelr red tunles and 
liver plumoted helmets and enter the other gate 
wwe realized our mistake, Miss Joly sald, "Come 
by let's go.” and I. sald) "What about our 
things?” whieh were in ple on the curb. But 
‘he fook' all in ner stride and with one swoop 
Had all he coats, lunch ee, inher arms and one 
of the youngsters under her guard for good 
measure. We had just a few feet to go: Audrey 
End Mist Joly gota g00d look at both the ng 
nd Queen that time. dont know what Donna 
Saw and Twas 80 busy with my'eamera trying (0 
Jet apietire that mse out on that view. Thad 
fhe camera all set and lmed atthe ear whlch T 
‘ougtt carried the Royal Couple, butt alvays 
look before aim s0 realized that hot any In that 




















car were the ones I was afler so I ldn't even 
Snap a pleture 

‘By, that. time the crowd was running, up 
toward the steps and Donna and Miss dolly had 
Asappeared. Audrey and Tent back to our frst 
Spot ut Iwas pretty uneasy when didn't see the 
other two. 1 eft Audrey parked between (0 
Soldiers with orders not te dare move. 1 soon 
found diss Jolly and Donna farther up the line 
find they eame back with me, Which was abetter 
place, it was then fourthiriy and we had one 
our io al before the King and Queen were (0 
ome out of the bulding. This time we were sure 
they were coming right in rant af us, so we ood 
‘packed right inline for the whole hour. 

“The guard of honor along each side moved up 
lore together with just room enough for the cars 
to pass in between. I had Audrey” and Donna 
betheen two soldiers and we were right behind 
them; so we all got a perfect view ths time, 
although T'was lett withthe Yeeling, that it 
fouldn’t be possible that T had actually seen 
them: 

"The crowd long before this had come down 
from their seats inthe bleachers. and were 
massed outside the gates, In our first tWo.NOUr 
‘ait we had seen the members and thelr wives 
{nd al those who were fo be presented go by and 
enter the Legislative building. We had 2 g00d 
‘chance to see the fashlons of the day, and had a 
{good min fo chuck our shopping bage and lunch 
find take a chance on following them 
Nevertheles, We didnt make the attempt and 
there Was plenty of entertainment inthe form of 
bands, bagpipes and marching to help pass the 
{inte gulekiy- i was tve-tlrty when the proces: 
son left the Parliament bulldings. We then 
fvandered out of the gates and, upon inquiring, 
{ould that trafic would be ied up for more than 
fan hou. 








‘This portion of a letter written by Marjorie 
Ccoppoet in the summer 9¢ 1989 was found by her 
‘daughters, Audrey and Donna, ater her death 
Te Miss Jolly referred to in the letter was 
Eckville Hospital nurse who later married a mar 
named Ball The Frank referred tos, of course, 
her husband, Frank Coppock. 
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Family Biographies 


ASH, W, 

1, Willam Allan Ash, was born in 189, 
South Molton, Devoashire, England. I was the 
‘eldest of three boys also had tre sister, whom 
TInever saw as they died of diptheria before Iwas 
bora, 

‘My early years were spent at South Molton 
where I vent fo school. Later we moved to Wood. 
Dury, south east of Exeter, Devonshire because 





‘my parents died and we lived with relatives 

Ty came to Canada in 19. My brothers came 
after T did. Harold Joe, the second youngest 
fotned up vitn the Manitoba Dragoons ia the frst 
Worid War end was killed in setion. Jack, my 
voungest brother now lives in Ameleusberg, On 

On arriving in Canada I first went to 
Clanvaliam, "North Minedosa, Manitoba. 








‘worked on a farm oined by Melville McKinny 
(rho was a South African Veteran), for about 
three "years. In 1810. Melville moved To 4 
homestead about 65 miles north east of Brooks 
and T moved with im, as well es another SA 
‘eteran, Henry Monroe. I was not supposed 10 
Fide nthe setters box cara I was not a member 
bt the family, however, Henry Monroe tla me to 
Weal at the side ofthe track farther away from, 
{he station, and when the tain pulled out of 
Mineoss "twas thrown rope and pulled 

Tihomesteaded the SW 322520.Ws, later 
called the Square Deal district in Novernber 
Sino, although twas not quite 18 years old (they 
Sreiched a point for me so 1 could quality) 
tater Tato Reqired me SE 32 to make a half 

‘worked short time on the Bassano Dam 
whlch was belng bull! in 1912. Tarough the early 
ears 1 worked out through the summers for 
Malvitie Mekinny and Henry Monroe, staying on 
‘ne homestead in the winter as Thad bull house 
te frst tng, 

Tas called up fo the ist War but faled my 
pavslal exam ong tomy ankles having been 

Th 1615 T worked In Calgary. dismantling 06 
bulldings to salvage the lumber, fn 216 T worked 
Inthe Glelchen dsteet on farms. started farm 
Ing in 1817, having bought some horses with a 
{oan from Melville MeKingy In 198 my friend, 
Melville, led and Iwas asked to, and a, rent 
fis land as 1t'was a section with more’ land 
broker than on mine, Lrented mine ou ast was 
too far trom the MfeKCinny section. In all the 
{Years I tarmed the MeKinny land Thad only tr 
‘ood crops n 1929 and again in 183. With some 
‘tthe 1985 crop money f bought a new Mode! 
Ford. Wheat at that time sas as near as 1 can 
remember, 21 $2.50 a bushel 

Th the fall of 1926 T married Lilly Susan 
‘Kearon, whose folks had farmed near me. In 1934 
Wwe decided to leave the desert for the rains of 
Leslieville, ‘A brothermlaw, Robert (Bob) 
Roberts, having already moved tothe area was 
Fenting the SW 4-48, We brought to carloads 
fof effects and livestock. For avs we ved on 
the SE 24416, then my. wite took over a 
homestead rom her father, Ihe NE. 715, 
1886, We skidded a house that [had built on see 
tion 24, with teams tothe northeast corner of 
(quarter, where It aceldentally burned down 34 
Years later Just after Isold the quarter to Nell 
Goalontom in 1920 

Tn 1340 bought the SE 7-415 for 200 and this 
1 sald in 1960 

‘A diferent times I worked out at local saw 
mis Such as MeDougall and ten. Dakmer 
Where T looked after the steam engine. T 
‘emomber one time when the belt broke on the 
fiyball governor. ‘The save gol going ata fearful, 
speed. The evew working af the ml disappeared 
Ike streaks of lightning. It was's few moments 














before T was able to get the engine 
fad all T could think of was the blade going 
Through me. It had a fearful ream a that gh 
speed, 

Tilly and 1 had one child, a gic! we named 
May Litian. She was born on July 21,1927. May 
Went fo school at Washington Heights and helped 
Us on the farm up to, and for avtlle attr het 
‘marriage to mer Howard Mason, Inthe fall ot 
Isis, they moved in to Rocky Mountain House 
‘They have three daughters, Margaret, twine 
Martyn and Marle, and two boys Clayton and 
Brian. ia the fal of 111 Elmer passed away 
May sulltves there withthe two bays. She has 
‘Worked atthe Mount View and David Thompson 
Hotels for the passed 7 Years. All of her 
daughters are married 

nin fesie in Eee 


BAKER, MAUDIE (MeFAUL) 

‘Maudle Baker daughier of James and Ella 
McFaul came fo Red Deer, NWT. with her 
parents tn 1001 from Michigan, U.S.A. She went 
{o school in Red Deer fora short time. ‘Then 
‘Worked foF Bell ‘Telephone ntl er parents 
eved to the tomesiead in 18. Maudie went 
Sn his venture with them, Afew vears later ber 
‘mother’s health began To fall, they deeioed 10 
‘move to Vancouver and give up the homestead, 
Iwas here she met her future Ausband, Ernie 
Baker, who, at that ime, was a barber. They 
were tarvied and decided to look for, greener 
pastures. They moved to Coombes on Vancouver 
Island where they operated a General store for 
many years. They retired In Nanaimo where 
they were both very active in ehureh work, 
Maule was organist at the ‘Brechin United 
Chureh for many years. Ernie, although filing 
Inealt, taught ceramics ata Senior complex in 
Nanalmo untt his death in 1974 Maudie and Er 
ale had three children, Harvey the only one liv 
Ing ives in Victoria, Hes alse active in musical 
cifeles and church work. His family are very 
Smusleal also, and wite, May, Keeps busy as 8 
Fegistered nurse 
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‘THE REG BAKER FAMILY — by a daughter, 
‘Wianifred Cameron 

‘ih the year 1910 my father, Reg Baker, with 
his wife, Nora, came trom England tothe West of 
Canada, With hs wife and small daughter Betty 
he took up a homestead and pre-emption at a 
Place called Metishon, Alberta. They Drought 
frit them Just their personal things and a few 
household goods, Here they qulekly Bult & Sod 
House that provided a root over thelr heads fora 
Short tlme tnt thele Mouse was bul. "Pele frst 
furniture was made trom packing boxes and 
barrels, and made homely with coverings. Then 
came to chickens, one cow anda pg. With thls, 
Plus a team ot oxen and a plough they were ali 
Set to get going 

‘ere they lived and worked hard to make a 
home and farm for nine Years. During this time I 
(Winote) was born? alsd my’ sister, Crete, and 
my brother Rex. 

‘By ths time, the area was getting very dry 
and my father thought it was time fo" move- So, 
after some looking. In British Columba and 
Alberta, In August of 1990 we found ourselves 
fanaing’ n'a place ealled Condor. We brought 
veltnus three fraln carloads of stock machinery 
land Rousehold goods. My dad had bought a farm 
that had belonged to a Mfr. Claude Saker, who 
Tater was tilled in the Psi World War, 

“This farm was inthe bush country about two 
miles northwest of Condor a the crow fies, and 
this was about the way’we used to fravel as there 
Were no roads to speak of at that time and very 
tow. fences, However, roads soon ‘became 
fecessary aé lana was taken up and fences were 
Dull. The men af the strict would work off thelr 
taxes by doing road work with harse-draw Sips, 
land graders = and hard work it wast Many of 
the roads were made over swamps. Here poles 
Were: put down erossWay's close together and 
them covered with let In dry weather, if kept 
kraded, this made a fal tad, but when the rains 
fame the wheels cut dovn fo the poles and were 
‘ery bumpy and hard on the horses, 

“Tne first night in Condor we spent a the ome 
of Mr. and Mrs. Prendergast who lived in Con 
‘dor, and the second aight with, Mr- and Mrs, 
Raph Patterson, who were Our neighbors to the 
south of our farm. By the next night we were 
Settled inthe one-room shack of Mr. Saker's, We 
‘would bring beds in at night from a shed and ake 
them out th the morning to make room to get 
meals. So, ofcourse the frst thing to Think of Was 
‘home. With the help of many good neighbors 
‘ye were Into this home before Christmas, less 
than four months from ou arrival, 

"The reason my dad bought ths farm was 
because twas Just haifa male from a sehoo, and 
with four small children schooling had to be 
thought of fy memories of Peirie Rose School 
{that of a steady stream of teachers. I don't 
now It we were extra bad kids, or if they saw 
{reener pastures elsewhere. In he two Years T 
Sttended Praltle Rose Sehoot T remember oa 











some of the teachers. Miss Gert! Relgnley was a 
Iocal girl, and she stayed the longest time. She 
later married a Mr- Bob Shaw and the last 1 
heara they were living In England. Toften see 
feo of er sister, Mrs. Bertha MeCallum and 
MMs. Mattie Martin, both living in Red Deer. The 
ther teachers T remember ‘were Mise Smith, 
Miss ‘Thompson, Mrs. English, Miss 
Summerhaze, Mr. Metcalf and a Mr. Springbet. I 
fam sure there were more. A number af them 
boarded at our home, 

“Tuat frst year, Raving come In th fal, my 
dad had to buy’ all his stock foed, and [tras & 
long cola winter. By the time spring eame there 
was a hay shortage In he area, and It was Very 
expensive. Then a slump in livestock prices 
treated a real disaster. However ke it as at 
that time there seemed to be many good 
‘elghbors on hand to help. I cemember a Mr, 
Tugiwig coming one day aid saving "I have 8 
large stack ot hey that I wont be needing, $0 help 
yoursel, Reg — well alk about payment ater. 
Then came Me. Frank Patterson with, “Help 
‘yourset fo strave. Lhave more than I will need” 

My dad, belng a veterinarian, was very 
useful, all in those. days. Iam sure he 
returned in full the many things done for hen. He 
never turned dovn a request fo go and attend a 
Sk animal, and stayed with them for hours if 
hecessary. { remember this well, ay many of 
these trips seemed fo come Just at milking time! 

The country in 1830 was not wel settled and 
‘here were ots of open sections af land. This was 
a great delight to praite-bora kids: We would 
fatten lle quietly by a stream ‘and’ watch the 
‘beavers bulling thets dams, but just lat as move 
fr cough and "slap" would go the old beavers 
{ail and all would be out of sgt for some time, 
‘Tals was on the river known as the Horseguard, 
altnough at that time it was shown on maps a 
Last Milt Creek. The beavers had made many 
‘Dackoraters to float logs far dams and food to the 
‘Beer. ‘These’ were, to doubt a tial tthe 
farmers, but they made up & seres of litle 
fslands, and these were great fun for us to ex 
plore. ‘the three younger of us kids would get 
‘Mom to pack a tue and we would go exploring 
inwhat we called the Cannibal Islands, one-half 
{valle trom home 

Both my mottier and dad, who had left 
Sorvant.run homes in England, must have found 
Ita great change living In Canada, but they both 
loved nature and animals, They seemed always 
tonave time for taking us for walks and explaln. 
tog ie ‘ames. of lowers, rds, teen and 
Dutterfies, giving each thelr proper names, 
Many tes those trips were made useful, to, as 
‘we would pick wild fruit, of whieh the country 
hhad'a great quantity and a great variety. Both 
‘Mother and Dad worked hard on the farm but 
stil seemed fo have time for family and friends 
land community work, 

Dad served on school boards, Chamber of 
Commerce, and was weed Inspector on several 























occasions. He was also a great worker for the 
{Charaugqua that came each Year to our coramunt 
ty. fora few days, bringing us a touch ofthe out 
‘ld world with good musi, plays lectures and 
Tany other Interesting things. Each sponsor, 
lke tay father, would guarantee the sale of 56 
‘any tekets, and T Well remember going with 
‘iy mother to sell hese tickets, and the tings re 
{ook in rade, as money was searee in those ay 
By wading for grain, meat, chickens, oF most 
anything ft made it possible for alot of people to 
fake tis in who otherwise could not have gone 

My mother, with six to feed plus a teacher to 
board, sill aad time for Red Cross, W.l- and for 
holing neighbors when sickness siruek in thelt 
tomes 

‘Galng back o school days, after two vears at 
Prairie Rose the powers that were saw ft (0 
Tove the sehool ta Condor and that left usin 
Uierent shoo district, From then on we went 
the three miles to school at Leslieville 

Living as we did in the center ofa triangle we 
were tare males by road from three diferent 
‘owns ~ Condor, Alhambra, and Lesievile — 
and at different times they were each our mail 
ing address. over the years we knew many peo 
ple in all tree areas 

‘Al this time T should mention another 
neighbor, a Mr, Bob Graham, "Mfr. Bob" to Us 
Kids. Ta fis early days he had been a mountain 
suid, and was fll of great stories. He would 
Sten take us for walks, and taught us a great 
Seal about nature and the way to avoid getting 
Tost nthe Bush, as well as what berries were 
‘00d fo eat. In later Years, as he became quite 
ippled, one of us would go the mle To his place 
very dato see It he Was OxK. I remember him 
‘aching my mother how to cook beaver meat — 
‘hee lang bollings in clean Water, then cook a8 
other mest. 

in 1953 Dad and Mother moved to Kekville to 
help me take eare of my daughter, Laurie, as I 
tad jst become a srdov that year and letew 
‘ould have to go to work. We all setled kn on an 
‘ght-are place, with large old home, on the 
fdge of ekvile town. With a great deal of 
‘enovations the home wag soon ready, and ths 
twas to be retirement for Dad_and "Mom 
However, Dad brought along a tear of horses, 
Digs, two cows and some etickens, so he was 
nen setup wth hs beloved chores to keep himn 
bey. 

‘Dai soon joined the Light Horse Assoctation 
and would judge elasses of harses at the local 
Stampede. 1 also recall him teaching the young 
Tks now to shoe horses, and giving many good 
Hints to them regarding owning a horse 

‘ad alse fook up leather carving and became 
ss good at it that he soon was teaching frat the 
Habderatt Gulld whien had been organized in 
Eekvlie. Many school classes came down to his 
Work shop and there they would seo not only 
leather carving bat also a number of interesting 











things im his artifact collection. Many of these 
{things are now In the Eamoaton museum, 

‘Por Mom tis was the frst time since she 
came to Canada thal she was able fo become te 
five in tte Anglican Chureb, She was an active 
member of the AUsillary up 10 the time of Ber 
passing. She also enjoyed many’ good bridge 
[game fo everyone in Fekvile, young and ot, 
fy parents soon became “Grannie™ and 

‘Grandpa In all, eke Bakers, Rey and Noca, 
raised a happy, useful (I hopet) fami 

‘Of the family, Betty married Emll Ulmer, 
and farmed and taught School for many years at 
Gnoway, alberta, For the last few yeas of her 
Ite she taught at Syivan Lake. Betty and Frail 
had to children, Ken and Fern. Ken lost is ife 
In‘a drowning “accident, and left four. small 
children, Fern married David Brooks and lives 
St Fort MeMurray where she had gone fo texch 
School. For the past several vears she has been 
librarian there. They have one gin, Lamsin, 

7, Wane, married Pred Cameron, who was a 
‘CNR. agent and Was weil known in the area as 
he was agent at Leslleile for IT years. He 
‘belonged fo the Flocky Mountain House Masonic 
Tedge and took his term as Master and was made 
fell bard ofthe lodge. As aN. agent we 
Moved many times, living in many Alberta 
Towns and foving them all. Fred's last station 
was at Galahad, where he dled in 1853. 

‘Our Son Jim is an oltieal withthe C.N.R. én 
Edmonton and our daughter Laurle, graduated 
from the. Universily of Alberta sis a. social 
Worker. She married Bill Johason. They live in 
Eamonion and have two boy 

Thad'a jewellery store in Sylvan Lake for 20, 
years, but [retired tn 197 

‘Cecelia, daugher number three of Reg and 
Nora martied Al Chandler and lived ama taught 
School in Edmonton unl he ime of her passin. 
‘They had a son Frank, now Dr. Prank Chandler 
of Dartmouth Untversiy, Halifax. 

Rex, the only son of Keg and Nora, married 
Pat Baker from Okanagan, B.C. They farmed at 
fe old home farm ana Rex's farm that used 10 
Delong to Mr. Bob unil 1883. Ta that vear Rex. 
2ecame afflicted with polio and was no longer 
able to farm, He became a jeweller and had a 
Jewellery store in Eokvile for 20 years, until is 
retirement In January, 1872 

Rex-and Pat had four’ children. Peter is 
married and lives al Penhold. Debby ives in 

fkville. Mike is. married and. lives. near 
Eckeille and Venora ls silat home. The Baker 
family wlll carey on the name for at least 10 
‘more generations with Beter and Mike and tele 
{wo sons, Darin and Ben. 

“Tals ts my tefbute to's great ploneer family 





LISA LUNDBERG BALDWIN 
‘Charlle Gustavson went forthe doctor in 1808, 
when Lisa ‘ras born on the homestead in the 
ocknart district 
There are very few memories of this first 





home because the child was only four years old 
when the family’ moved from there to Bokville 
However, she does remember the peagler who 
called wiih his enclosed vehicle filed with many 
fhings “to sell, such a fabries, buttons and 
thread, ki¢chen utensils, tools, and groceries, tn 
tlualng oranges, Tne child delighted in the color 
fnd taste of the new frult,eausing te delilous 
favor to iinger sil in her mina 

The family lived in Eekville from 1912 to 1918, 
uring whien ime Lisa attended the ald Keke 
School, a mille north of the vilage. Walle growing 
Up she played and quarreied with the kis there, 
Some of the children remembered are the 
Clausens, Tea Rogers, Evelyn Spurgeon, the 
Herring girls, the Garries andthe Sestrape. Lisa 
Femembers racial and nationality prejudices — 
the tdea being that only those of British ancestry 
were good people. 

Tne Lundberg farmily moved to the farm in 
18, about tree miles eas. 

‘Some memorable incidents she remembers 
while growing, and Tater as an adult were: 

"Paling though the ie onthe Medicine River 
when returning trom school, and her brother, 
‘kes, pulling ner out 

Helping wth. farm 
once, Lisa tipped and 
rll, 

"The sad death of her mother in 191% and she 
and Lester living with the Botten family south of 
Eokville for about two Years, 





14 ousehold. chores. 
‘with two pails full of 





Her father’s second marriage to Ida Pearson 
tn 1930, 

Contacting 1 when 13 years of age and hav 
ing to stay out of school for a year 

‘Completing schooling tn Eekville and Red 
Deer and attending Normal in Calgary tn 195 
32, and there living vith the Storey, former 
Eekialle resident, 

Teaching north of Eckville, im the Andrews 
school, in Bentley, Okotoks, aid in ana around 
Calgary for 2 years, taking time out while her 
daughter, Beverly, was growing up. 

“Travelling extensively, Including four trips to 
Sweden to visit relatives and to other parts of 
Europe, ‘Russia, Romania, Czechoslovakia, 
await and the States 

Ter marriage to Everet Baldwin, prineipal 
of the Bekvitie High Schoo, in 931 

Being always and continuously interested in 
world affairs ana pollties, and running as a can 
Aidate forthe provincial New Democrste Party 

‘The unspeakable sadness caused by the 
deaths of members of her family — her mother 
fn 1518, her father in 1890, and her two brothers, 
(Okey th 10 and Lester fn 197 

Th later years, {isa has come to the concly 
sion that the fo periods in one's etme that 
fare-mest enjovable are childhood and retire 
‘meni, because each entails freedom from ten 
sion and compulsory work, enabling one 1 put 
Se desired endeavors, 


BARDENHAGEN, JACK AND AGNES — by 
Agnes Bardenagen 

John Franklin (Jack) Bardenhagen was born 
at Bentley, on Mareh 25, 1929 

Agnes Fern Sveinton was born at Markerville 
‘on October 61995 

Jack and Agnes were married in the Marker. 
vie Lutheran Chureh on October 6,190, 

Thelr attendants were sack’ cousin Robert 
Kraft and Agnes's cousin Thora Pisher ang her 
‘Younger sister Shiney Sveinson, 
ack has lived al hs life inthe Eckvilledstret, 
first on the farm at Gilby and then in town where 
he attended schoo. 

‘Agnes took er preliminary education in 
Markervitle and attended High School in Dickson 
fand Innisfil. She entered Nurses’ Training at 
the Holy Cross Hospital in Calgary In 1943, 
‘Breduating in 194 

‘She nursed in Calgary and Wayne, Alberta, 
befare coming to the ‘Eekville.Hespital th 
February, 108. She remembers that year well 
for the "big flood” Jack's cousin Floyd Keatt, 
‘owned in the Horseguara River that spring. 

“Tack played baseball and hockey, He started 
playing baseball with ns father Ole and Uncle 
Fred. He coached the Bashaw Men's Team when 
living at Dorentee, Alberta 

'He played hoekey in Calgary in 1945 with the 
Calgary Bulfale Junior Team. He was a member 
ofthe Bekville Highway 11 Champs in 29161947, 
Tack and Agnes’ first two children were bora in 














‘Eckville, Wiliam John (Bll) on July 2, 1952 ana 
Beverly Agnes on Noverber 21, 1853, A tiled 
(tla, Donald Blair was born on July 7, 1855 at 
Lacombe, 

‘ack bought livestock with hls father for 
several years an then forked for Bil Marsh in 
the Eekile Hotel, In 1953 he began buying grain 
{or Searle Grain Company. He bought grain at 
Dorenlee and Husley, Alberta, and then returned 
{o Eekville to work for Roy Berry at the hotel 

Tn 1088-1950 Jack and Agnes rented the 
L.esliville Hotel from Archie and Mabel 
Richardson. Ths was a most enjoyable year and 
‘hey enjoyed curing and the friendly commun 








Inthe past few years Jack has worked on the 
‘Trane Canada Pipeline and enjoyed traveling 
‘and meeting new people, 

‘Agnes resumed her Nursing career In 1958, 
andexcept fora shot me she spent in Red Deer 
‘nig, has been on the Bekville Hospital Sta 
‘continously sinee then. 

il ives at home and works on construction 
and trucking, He has played hockey with the 
Eekille Eagis but hs favorite pastime is work 
fng.with motors In tis shop at home 

‘Beverly lives at Vellowenife, NcW.T, where 
shes employed af the Bank of Montreal ang has 
fsteblished a permanent residence there this 
yearby purchasing a trailer. She truly loves the 
North’ Country and participates ia various 
sports, She particularly kes camping and 
‘ing in the northern lakes. 

‘Donald married Beverly Ann Smith, on June 
2s, 3073 In Eekville and they have a som Alan 
Dénald born February’ 24,197 


BARDENHAGEN, OLE AND HELEN — by 
‘Agnes Bardenfagen 

‘Ole Bardenhagen came with his parents to 
canada in IW from the U.S.A., where he was 
bom in Michigan In December, 159, Helena 
Caroline Johnson was. born in Hancock, 
Mlenigan on February 11, 31 She later lived in 
Butte, Montana, and from there eame fo Canada 
wih er mother and septate, Charles Ange 

Ole and Helen Bardenhagen were married in 
‘Red Deer, on March 1818. After thelr marriage 
fhey lived in Lacombe for a few years and then 
‘moved fo thelr farm sees of Clb. For the fist 
ear they lived with Ol's parents, Carson and 
Gunnila Bardenhagen, then moved to thelr farm 
‘whlch they had purchased trom Tomlngas, one 
file south of the Gilby Cemetery. Tae old log 
house and garage stil remain, qulte tumbled 
‘down, on the eastside of the road and the red 
barn and corrals are on the west side 

‘A daughter, Dorothy Mary, was bora to Helen 
and Ole'on October 19, 3928, but lived only 10 
days. A son, John Franklin (Jack) was born on 
‘Mareh 25,1030 at the Bentley Hospital. He was 
ie frst vaby ‘born by Caesarian ‘Section in 
Bentley. Dr. Henry was the attending doctor. 
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te served as eounellor for the M.D. of Lorne 
tor several years and then travelled many rls, 





lcevlle had a hospital. He also served as sherift, 
Inthe Eckvilie district, whieh was not always an 
easy or pleasaat task. He was active in baseball, 
find was the eateher or the Giby Glants Team 
Helen tas an ardent fan and supporter 

‘Ole was a fun-loving person and would goto 
great leagts to entertain people or make them 
fing. Consequently thelr home was a popula 
‘meeting place for Tamly and telends, amd, of 
‘course, te good food supplied by Helen was also 
‘another attraction 

“Erle Bardenhagen farmed and lived with his 
brother Ote until ne married Linda Matthews on 
‘April 2, 1995. Ole and Helen stayed on the farm 
{Gui he fall of that year and then moved Into 
‘Eckrille where they lived in the house present 
‘owned by J. Onofryszyn at 4916 Sist Avenue, 
‘They contisued to help Erie oa the farm and Ole 
Joined Leo Zalesk! in livestock dealing. In 1808 
they purchased the Dfatt Helkkila property on 
the eaat side of town where Jack and hi arly 
stil reside 

Helen ralsed chickens, mallked cows, and 
ralsed a big garden, She kept boarders for many 
Years, ‘When the Eckville Creamery was in 
Aaperation the young men who cameo work tere 
Were assured af geod room and board at Helen 
Bardenhagens! Their home in Rekvile was 2 
‘great gathering place for smear players as well, 
Ss for fundraising card parties during the Se 
fond World War, Helen's mother, Mary Angie, 
led her last years wits Helen and Ole — [rom 
16 until her death in 185) 

‘Asa result of many fractures and Injuries of 
his leg, Ole had the leg amputated in 1858, as 














there seemed nothing else to do This ltt him a 
Semtinvalid until Als death in 1858. Helen 
‘remained inher ow home until her death in Oc 
tober, 1968, 

‘Ole and Helen Bardenhagen will always be 
remembered. as_ generous, elpful, and con- 
Siderate members of the’ Eekvile and sur 
Tounding area communites, 





BARLUND, FRANK 
rank Victor Barlund was born in Nakila, 

Finland September, 112, Aine MarieSolen was 

born in Sukastssa, Finland October 5, 1878 

“They were married in 188 in Pinland Hel 
migrated fo the US. before the turn o ie cen 
fury, having heard of the Doomlag times in he 
US in letters he got from his wife's brother 
Henry Solin in Michigan’ besides this persua 
‘om, the clothing business he as in was very 
Sow in Finland atthe time, 

Tie (Dad) worked in several places inthe US. 
but hls. brother inlaw Charles. andall Was 
homesteading in the Eekville area of Albert, 
Canada and Rearing ofthe "fre land boom" — 
{Gb acres of land for $10 and 4 clear tile I you 
break 90 aeres and put up livable bulldings so 
he decide to try his ue at farming, ariving at 
Ekle bout 18, working the frst few months 
fon the Charles Randall farm to get ideas on far 
‘ing. In 1908 he filed on the SE: 5-404,WS north 
of Leslieville, at that ime The country was very 
new — no Toads, just ras. A mala tral Was 
alle the Hudson Bay ‘rail whieh crossed the 
Sedicine River near the Charles Randall farm, 
foing west over the Late (Matehett's) farm, win 
{inground and up over the Pattison farm (at 
that Hime Bantons and Hazietts) and over the 
Blueberry ill folloring the high round to 
Rocky Mountain House 

‘Never having farmed before, Frank was abit 
green, bul knew he needled limber for balding, 
find water, so chose a homestead with timber 8 
Hand a good spring 

‘Then ne slarted preparations to send for is 
wie'and two children, Henry and Ina. When they 








arrived, they ved with the Charles Randall 
family south of Bekville, and Henry and Ina went 
{o Bekvllle school wits thelr cousins Elno and 
‘Sme when the sehool first started 

Ts soon a6 Frank got his house built on the 
homestead, the family moved there and Henry 
find ina. were some of the first class held. at 
iEeatlana School, By ‘now they had Two more 
children, Exnest and Carolyn 

‘Dad and Henry would cut the trees and brush 
‘and Mother and Ina would pile them to get trail, 
‘made fo the homestead, a8 once you got off the 
Hudson Bay ‘rall, a ne0 one had to he made. 
‘The homesteaders made thelr ow talls at tai 
lime, costing the Government nothing. Aad they 
Cleated the land the same way, With grub-toe 
find axe 

‘Once they flled on thelr homestends, they 
‘wore’ on thelr own, no welfare or government 
Sssstance, yet they mere very happy’ for they 
‘ould see what they nad accomplished wlth thelr 
own hands 

"Prank broke land in the summer and also 
worked on bridge bullding erews for tie Grand 
‘Trunk Rallvay and then for the CX-Re These old 
bridges Frank and other old timers helped 
‘blld 60 Years ago are Stil i use today. Prank 
Barlund and A. B. Koski Nauled timber for some 
of the fst hose bridges Inthe Eekuille area 
‘They nad good horses; Dad always admired the 
Kosid horses and the good care Mir. Koski gave 
them 

"The homestead was polluted with big stones 
atter Dad broke about 3 acres, He had great di 
Heuly in Keeping his plow sharp. So he decided 
fo rent the Charles Randall farm since they 
Were leaving for Rainler, Washington, faring 
there for ave, before buying the SW $39:55 
tnd the NE-6-3935, Dad again started bullaing 
from serateh. This was rat land with very good 
foil, Prom this farm us ds Went to seRoo! at 
Bevel We never went hungry tn the thrtles or 
before, fen would stop at our place Looking for 
Work. Motier would aivays give them a meal 
The indians mother was sorry for: she would 
ive them milk, eggs and homemade bread, 
hey sure would remember and come back now 
and then, 

‘Now I will tale of some vivid memories of 
mine! 

Tin 3990 and 1890 Dad would go logging. at 
MeDougall’s in the winter, and we Kids Would 
Toke afer the stock 

Tn the coldest weather he would be out with 
norses, logging, and. come with the horses all, 
‘Nveated up sith flees hanging from thelr noses 
‘4nd Dad would have elles stuck to hs whiskers. 
He would take feed and oats with him for the 
Horses and bring back a load of lumber. Dad 
Would leave the fogging camp at daybreak wth 
his load of lumber and get home very late at 
night, forthe horses didnot travel very fast wth 
‘heavily loaded sleigh, The dog ould bark and 
ts kids would run outside to isten In the esp 





























cold night. We would hear the single of the heel 
Chains. ard. the squeak and groan that the 
Funners Would make on thee and snow hecase 
ff ihe heavy load. When Dad came home before 
Christmas, Mother would say "Maybe It is Santa 
Glaus coming” when we went out ollsten Iwas 
Sto 45 below lots of mes. The snow was drifted 
ing pitess we would eut he snow in chunks ana 
make igloos and pretend we were Eskimos, Da 
Surely worked Nard to keep us well fed and 
warmly clothed. He sald he liked ft here, for he 
ould work and bulid on his own and not have a 
Gletator tell him what to d0 and how to do i. 
‘Thase were the happy Himes with Mother and 
Dad 

Mother and her midwife and nurse's alde 
training in the old country, which came in handy 
tout here In the early days” A good neighbor, Art 
Lawson, asked Mother if she would come’ and 
help them, for they were having ther fist eid, 
Arthad inthe meantime seat Word for a doctor 
The weather and falls were bad and the doctors 
travelled with horses in those days, consequent 
the baby came before the docter arrived, s0 
Mother delivered lie Clittord Lawson, When 
the doctor arrived, he Tooked things over. He 
Sala, "T made the tip for nothing, for Toul not 
fo any better than Airs. Berlund has done.” We 
fl thought It was very good atthe doctor to sa 
fo. We tere all proud af our mother 

‘Dat died November 11,1953. Mother dled on 
June 10, 1967 They are Burled in the Fekvile 
Cemetery 

















BARLUND, ERNEST — submitted by E. 
My sister Caroline and 1 were born before a 
permanent doctor came to Eekvill, and Mrs. 3. 
Sisen was the midwife. At my’ sister Caroline's 
‘ith was ner aunt, Mrs. Charles Randall, and at 
ny sister Ellen's birth, Mrs. J. Kemila 
‘fhe Randall's and Barlunds were inthis area 





before the bridges, roads, hospitals, and schools 
Were bull. We had fo ford the rivers sehen the 
‘Water was high and ft was dangerous to ross 
‘My dad and A. B, Koski nad a contract to haul 
the bridge maierial for this area because they 
had very good horses. In later years the rivers 
here have claimed several people, such a8 W. 
‘MacDonald and Mr. Kraft, 

‘When my dad bought the SW 8-30.95 and the 
NE bJ8-45, 1 went to the Bluebell school and 
Tater the Tech. In Calgary. 1, then, went to work 
for my brother tehen he bull the Alee Stewart 
‘bara. We bullt some of the finest houses In the 
oui, ike the house of C. Martin, the Loblaw 
house, arn and garage, af the present time the 
property of Jim Smith and dozens ot bulldings 

‘During. the war, I worked for the army 
building barracks, 

Then | decided to go farming so 1 bought the 
.NE-638-3.s from my dad. In 100, [bought the 
NWelu-40d.5, where Lam ving today In 1958, 
the SWlG-072WS, NWA SE SWS and NWT STS 
Ws was bought from Bergstrom, and In 1851 1 
Dought, the NW-8-40-8.W8. and” SE-O40-4-0, 
taal in 1p bough he SW-9-40-4:179 and te 

1) martied "Thelma Hall and se 
children. See Thelma Hall History 











have five 





remember when J, Plathan would bring is 
brass band to our farm fora practice, We would 
have areal plenle and Mother would fut on big 
spread and dress Us Up in our best clothes, 
Tremember Isaac Hakala for his songs, a 
grandfather fo- Albert Rein. I wil always 
Semember John Molander for his comical jokes, 
[remember this country when it was a boy's 
paradise, There were thousands of rabbits and 
Prairie chickens, and partridge bythe hundreds, 
all-on 2 falr-sized Mnoll, doing their chicken 
‘ance, On'a clea morning You cosld hear them 
for mies. it was also a pleasure to bear he 














meadovark and the robins singing in the trees. 
We had no radio or TV. but We had nature 

Tmade spending money selling rabbits to Mr. 
, Hamilion, and would sel hides of rabbits 
Weasels, and cayotes to Mr- Leavesley. The first 
tale I saleed were Hereforde and Angus eros 
‘Then I bought @ herd of registered Angus from 
‘Ms. Bruns, through K. Sim 





BARLUND, HENRY — by Ernie Barlund 
Henry sas the oldest child of Mr. and Mes 
Frank Barlund. Henry” and Tha were the first 
Sudents at the Leafand schoo! with Frank and 
May Kangas and the Toltsen calaren, Connie 
And Ema: The first teacher was Mt. Ludhvig but 
he was not allowed to teach when Woria War 1 
farted because he was German; therefore his 
trite taught Instead under the name of Mrs 
Lewis. ‘The name of the hamlet of Leedale 
var changed fom Wittenburg because {was 
Henry’ was a great help to mother when she 
was left alone on the farm fo take care of he 
Ehllaren and livestock in the winter. Dad would 
be out bullding bridges for the CN-R. Henry 
Would take along pole with a snare an the end of 
Itand snare partridges, in those days the par: 
{oidges would just st in the tees and look at yu, 
Tiwas.a long way to town and we only goto fown 
nee a winter for supplies. You would have to 
{ind your way around snow drifls because there 
Were no snow plows then 

Th the summer Dad would break land with 
oxen and @ walking plow. He would guide the 
plow and Henry would drive the oxen. The oxen 
teould feed on luscious green grass_and when 
Henry would hit them with asiteh ogo through 
Stumps, they would If up thet alls and let the 
fertilizer fly. Itwas the enly way the poor oxen 
ould protest against the whip punistiment and 
Henry would sive be a mess by the end of the 
day. He then made up hs mind there must be 
bother ways of making a living besides driving ox 

‘Dad could not keep his plow sharp because 
here were too many stones onthe ortestead, 30 
he decided to leave ft and rent the Charles Ran, 
dail frm at Eekville. Charles Randall wanted 
Ils sons to get a college education so they left for 
Washington, USA. Henry and tna were again 
‘Some of the first students at the Eckvile school 
‘long with Ed and rale Koskl, 0. Kasper, © 
Clausen, John bfakt and Eino and Arne Randall 
The Randall family stayed awhile with the 
Barlunds while Charles Randall was getting 3 
home ready’ at Rainler, Washington. 

‘Henry played the cornet inthe John Plathan 
‘brant band when we moved fo Exile, Henry: 
gota Job as a carpenter's helper when the new 
‘School was relocated tothe C.N-R. location, Then 
mny d's brother Oscar, arrived from Fialand 
‘sear was a master carpenter because he had 
fompleted his carpentry schooling in the old 
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country and worked as a cabinet maker, In the 
arly "20s" he bull many a fine house, He took 
Henry to work with him and they bull the nouse 
for Oswald Umar whlch Is stil standing in 
Eekville today. They also bulla house for Pele 
‘Mero on his farm that all the people around 
Teally admired and came from ries around 10 
ee, They bull (ro houses for Mike Sestrap and 
Mike saia that as tong as Oscar was around he 
twas the only carpenter for im and it Was Also 
the same with Henry after Oscar returned to 
Finand, 

"Then Henry lett for Calgary to work on the 
‘Hudson Bay'siore andthe Paton store. When the 
prairie fire burnt out Wainwright, Henzy helped 
build the new Wainwright Hotel and Drugstore, 
Henry was working in Calgary when the Depres: 
sion hit in 1928. Lots of people were golng on 
Fellef at that time but Henry sala he would not 
he could possibly nlp it 

He gota contract from Alex Stewart to bulla 
hls barn whichis sill n excellent shape today 
This fs when I went fo work for Henry. We bull 
houses and barns for Charles Snider. 0. Nielson, 
Johnnie Razaline, B. Dennett, Ted Loblav, and 
‘many more alls central Alberta 

When the war broke out Henry went to work 
forthe ety of Calgary as foreman. He worked for 
the eity for 25 years until he got his elty pension 
land old age pansion. He dled shorty after and 
was buried n Calgary. Hls wife May, owns his 
House Calgary and hls farm at Eckel, the 
SW8:9.35, She has tree boys and one dager 








INA BARLUND — by Ina Barlund Garness 
{Ina Marla Barlund, was born September 20, 
108 Finland. My mother, brotuer Henry and 
femigrated rom Finland in. 1912 to join my 
father, who was already In Eckvile. Later We 
homesicaded in the Leslieville area. 

Tivas approximately three years od then, but 
I recall the swarms of mosquitoes When we 
‘would go to the spring for water, whlch was 
[about one-fourth of a mile asray. I 190, fred to 
help and earvied the water home i's Sve-pound 
‘Rogers syrup pall. One day Twas ou playing and 
8 flere looking cougar was stalking me. Talda't 
{ose any’ time running tothe mouse and into bed, 
covering my head with the blankets, 

‘in 1old we came back to Eekvile, My father 
and mother, Frank and Alna Barlund, and five 
ehlidren: Henry, Ina, Brale, Mandy and Bien 
Father was atalior by trade and had worked in 
‘hop in Marquette, Michigan, U.S.A. Then, dur 
ing’ te big farming expansion in. Alberia he 
came there as did many’ more olatimers from 
Michigan and Montana. We children recelved 
Our education in the Bluebell and the Boke 
Schools 

remember the day the First World War was 
declared. Father came home with a newspaper 
1 was pink with Diack print; even nom, when I 
See ads printed on colored paper it brings back 
memories. 














$000 ater the beginning of the war we moved 
to Remvlleon the Charlle Randall farm located 
bout a mile southeast of Eekvile, across fom 
the Eokville cemetery. That land now has three 
‘il wells. Later we maved to our own horpe farm 
‘boul one and one-half miles west. As children, 
we didn't realize how beautiful our old home 
place was. T too, has three ol wells omit now. 
iow we looked forwand to the Benalto Fate 
Mom would pack a plenle basket and nlce cold 
lemonade In &erockery'Jar. Then we would at on 
the fresh grass under Young poplars fr shade. A 
Erase hopper gol inside the sleeves of my dre 
Which ‘created some panic. Mother would 
Femove It carefully, sb it wouldn't soll my 
Sunday.go-tormeeting dress. of white em 
brsdery iways wth a pink sash aroun the 

Tune 24 “Juhannus" (St. John’s Day). was 
wither great vearly event, With much 0-40 
About spring cleaning. Everything had 1 be 
Shining clean, We would bring Wild flosrers In 
doors fo get the festive a? also poplar boughs 
ver the gate to form an arbor. Poplar saps 
lined each sie of the doorway. The fresh blown 
leaves had such a fragrant scent. The house 
wasn't the only thing serubbed. Mother would 
{ake tue young children to the sauna anaiwe were 
Bathed and scrubbed. Well '@ say almost par 
bolle, itwas & a great feeling and we step ike 
logs. Then next day’ into our finery and to the 
mimunity hall far the great plenle where We 
fad all sorts of sports, races, horse shoe 
pitching ple eating contest, and so forth 

‘remember ine frat silent movie in Eckville 
with Charie Chaplin, We dida"t sce much of the 
‘ovo as the lim kept breaking and then nothing 
Sppeared but darkness and flekering. Then the 
efeus came fo town, In my estimation that was 
the most awe inspiring and enjoyable day'of my 
whole life, To say nothing ofthe Chautauqua tat 
was held in Lesievie 

in 191 there was a serious fu epidemic. 1 
remember Wearing a white cloth mask aver my 
hose and’ mouth, There were many deaths in the 
fying districts. However, I recall only one — 
Ss: Mike Sestrap, the mercantile store owners 
‘ile a ingly’ person, 

‘Berry picking time could be called an event, 
‘There were many wld hluebersies, raspberries 
faskatoons and high and low bush cranberries. 
‘The small wild strawberries Tl never forget, 
‘with thet special aroma and taste ~ never tobe 
‘equalled! ‘They. grew. alongside the railroad 
trucks and fn the meadows 

Even though life was strenuous It seemed so 
simple and We were busy and happy. Sunday 
ating Was Such a Joy, with many young folks 
faming over. Our closest neighbors were the 
‘August Kangas ‘family. Maem, the oldest 
daughter, would come over often, We had sich 
Seerets (a5 young giris do) fo share with each 
biher. Our other friend, Lilian Kerkanen, lived 
Stemiles away. We would vist back and forth as 

















often as we could. Of course we had many other 
fairl and boy friends. Te would be nice fo near 
from some of them stil, so many have passed 

"in 175 we had a get-together here in Seattle, 
when Mae snd Bl Seott and Lilian Kerkanet 
(ies, Oinonen), were visting my husband end 
‘me. I called three other ex-Eekvile gals, Verna 
Esinpl (Mrs. Larson), allt Lamp! (Stes: Craig) 
and Ida Koskt (Mrs Jonson). We hada 
‘marvelous day'at the beach, and T coulda" help 
But note now well preserved everyone was in 
spite of our years 

in the earller'years tn Eckyville our main 
transportation was horses. 1 used fo ride lke the 
wind and often challenged my triends to race 
‘th me. Later came the cars rumble seat and 
A: then the alrplanes. ‘The first plane 1 saw 
‘lose al hand was an open cockpit monoplane at 
the ekville Sports Day celebration. ‘The plot 
took passenger aboard (a pretty young lacy 
Who worked in the post offce) fora ride. Untor 
{unately, he flew too tow, hit some telephone 
wires and crashed. The passenger was injured, 
but later recovered. fT remember correctly, the 
pilot was unt 

Threshing Hime was quite an event. The old 
steam engine threshing out had 18 to 20-men 
‘working on the crew. Tl slays remember the 
Water man who hauled the tank of water forthe 
engine. Te big meals and morning and attr. 
hoon coffee cartied tothe Selds kept the women 
folks busy? 

‘Dancing was a popular form of entertainment 
Jn those days, Friday nights being the end of the 
reek, we couid dance ual tnree in the morning, 
but there was no dancing. after midnight oo 
Seturdays, In the Simmer everyone went 10 
Sivan Like ‘o Baskin he sun and do some 
Swimming. Those were happy days! 

‘One of the most Interesting people I 
remember was Me. J. Olson. He Was a great 
{enileman. Tneverilred of hs tales and his tel 
{bg us about evolution. A'most interesting man, 
‘There were many more interesting people, but 
cannot recall their names, 

Tratlended the Bluebell and the Eekville 
schools, Iwas marzied to Harold Polen 19291n, 
Calgary. He. passed. away In 1880. 12.1851 T 
‘matried Captain Sidney Garness, Harold and I 
fad two boys, Paul and Ronald, Pall died atthe 
‘ge of 28 Years. He was Inthe service in Ger 
‘any’ then taught school undl his death, Ronald 
Hives in California, 

‘Thave spent some time lving in the United 
States, frst in Montana and then {went to Seat 
Hein 191 Tnov live in Seattle with my husband, 
Sidney. We both enjoy our retirement 








LYDIA W. BERGSTROM 

‘In the spring of 1888 my parents, Mr. and Mrs 
John Halverson, together wih thelr tamlly of 
ino children, a' boy, Nick, and’ girl, Lydia, 
frrived in Halifax, Nova Seotia trom Sweden, 





Before we Became settled here, however, we 
tere encouraged by Featives living in Chicago, 
Tinos, to-come to the United States. Tas we 
Aig, and our Felalves helped my’ dad find Work, 


‘We remained inthe U.S, fortwo years, ba, in 
1995, we responded to the encouragement’ of 
friends to come to Canada and get a 'tsee 
Homestead,” Our trends had sete in the Burnt 
Lake district, whieh at that time was 2 part of 
the Northwest ‘Territories of Canada, We 
travelled by train as fat a8 Red Deer, and trom 
there our transportation svas by lumber wagon, 
pulled by horses, There were no roads Through 
fhe country only tralls which wound around, 
Bvolding’ as much as possible the bogs and 
sloughs which were numerous, Mosquitoes wert 
‘constant pest, but the people we met seemed 10, 
the happy, which was ah encouragement to Us 


My father took up a homestead, the SE 16 
s8:1.W5. This land Was heavily Umbered and 
‘stony, but It had two good springs for our water 
Supply. So, with wood and water, he felt quite 
Slated. He son but a two-room ig cabin ith 
shingled root tat didn’t leak too much, and 
‘elt a rough plank floor that wasm't quite level 
The door didnot completely open very easily, 
elter. Stl was the best ome all around, and 
tre were quite content and Nappy living in All 
the land clearing was done by hand, a this was 
Tong before anvone had ever Reerd ofa tractor or 
aulldacer. We cut the timer and sawed tito 
piles of stove wood. We grubbed out the stumps 
‘and pleked the rocks and hauled them off from 
about twenty-five acres of land which we had 
cleared, 








My father had purchased a quarter of CPR 
land but eash money with which to make te 
payments was very hard to find. After reading 
an advertisement ina paper indeating that men 
‘were wanted to work ina sawmill st Ballard, 
Washington, U.S a. Dad decided that ths might 
Deva soliton (othe lack of cash. “Good climate, 
{ood pas’ were offered inthe ad as inducements 
for people to respond. So we were off again for 
the United States! However, we found that the 
climate was wet, the pay was $7 for a en-hour 
fay, and the work was wheeling serub boards to 
4 bummer. ‘The pressing need for cash, (nough, 
Fetsuaded us te make the best of. My brother 
fulte school and gota good fob in 8 shingle mil 
‘Together, they were able fo accumulate a litle 
blot extra money and In 3801 we al returned to 
Canada, being very happy to be back on ou? 
homestead. ‘Sister’ Hilda’ nad been barn’ In 
Ballard’ (now Seattle), Washington, while we 
‘were living there. 





In 1918 my family had a visit trom a 
photographer, John Hllberg, from Anaconda, 
Montana. He had got our addtess from relatives 
in Sweden, s9 he had decided to take a tip {0 
Canada in July, and came to see us while on his 








trip, At this time we got our mall in Red Deer, 
fand he found someone there to bring hrm out 13 
fur farm. Tn the course of our conversations T 
Became much Interested. in the photography 
business, and, at ils invitation, went to Anacon- 
{ain October of 1918 to work and to learn the 
Photography trade. This trp Fequired two days 
Ot travel, involving six train changes. When T 
Feached Anseonda 1 was very Ul and landed In 
the hospital with the flu, where T remained for 
Hiree weeks, During the fu epidemic the hospltal 
aff wore masks over their faces alo the time. 





John and I were married in 1919. We 
remained in Anaconda for a short time, then 
Spent five years in Twin Falls Idaho, followed by 
{our years in Bellingham, Washington, where 
‘Tohn passed away in February, 1928 


In October of 19291 returned to Canada. My 
family were stil iving in the Burnt Lake area, $2 
‘Tull a house in Sylvan Lake where Lived unt) 
T sold the house inthe summer of 1984, During a 
part ofthis time Fboarded a gr who worked as & 
Clerkin the bank, and In this Way T Kept busy 


December, 198, brought a change in my Ife 
when I married John Bergstrom, who Was a 
{armer In the Diamond Valley area south of, 
kille, Oa the farm we raised grain, livestock, 
hogs, turkeys, and elckens. Prices were Tow i 
those days, but with nara work and keeping Dus 
‘we continued on the farm unt 1946, Atthis time 
‘we sold the farm and the machinery, and bought 
an aereage at Eekville, towhieh weaved. Here 
‘re built house and reserved space for @ Dig 
arden, but rented ut the rest of the land. 


‘This was our retirement home unth April ot 
186, at whiek time John passed avtay, and was 
burled in the Altarest Cemetery In feed Deer 
That summer I sold the acreage and bought & 
house in Eekvile on S2nd Avenue, where 1 am 
ving atthe present me 


BROMLING, CLINTON AND CLARA AND 
FAMILY — Written by thelr Eldest Daughter, 
Hate 

We moved from Mankato, Minnesota, U.S.A 
‘im the Year 1913 f0 Rekville, Alberta. Out frst 
Stop was teith our grandparents, August nd 
Sulla Mitzer, in Eekvilie as they owned and 
‘operated a noel there at that time, We became 
Very Interested in watching the different teams 
bf oxen that would come to town, Sometimes 
there would be six or elght teams tled to the 
hlteningrall on Mata Street 

Werthen moved to the August Mitzner farm 





(SE 25:303.W5), which was northeast of town, 
We tivea here Zor two years. In 1914 our father 
‘uled freight from Red Deer fo Ekle with & 
team of horses. He would leave early tn the 
‘morning and be in Red Deer by twelve o'loek, 
Etter loading his wagon he would rest his horses 





overnight and then start back to, Eekville the 
hex! morning —a long and hard tip atthe best. 
‘That winter he worked at a savy till west of 
‘Rocky’ Mountain House, It was easy for him 10 
fet work, ase had owned and operated a Tall 
Wie living tn the Unlteg States, and he was @ 
ood savyer. Daring tls time Mom stayed nome 
nd tooked ater the family and did the ehores. 
‘That same year our sister Lelah Alberta was 
born, making another adaltion to the family 

"a 1915 we moved to John Bromling's farm 
south of Belle, the farm now being owned Oy 
Ganningnams, We lived here unt 1918. Our 
father made trip back tothe United Staies to 
Sul his farm there. He was the first person fo 
make a deposit in. the Canadian ‘Bank of 
CCommeres, whieh is now the Drop-in Centre for 
the Friendship Club. While living on the John 
Broming farm Father and Bi Sehunamen cut 
‘by hand and hauled 100" cords af wood t0 the 
‘reamery in Eckvlle one winter. Our sister Jul 
‘was born wile we lived on this place 

‘Our father was Intereted in all sports, and 
spent several winters out West hunting. He was 2 
personal frlend of the late Clarence Sands, the 
big game hunter and gulde at Nordegg. 

‘dur next move was to. the farm west of 
Ekle which I now oxmed by Tom Smith (SE 
2130.3:95), We lived there unit 1892, and Curtis 
‘and Clets were born during tls time. 

in 102 our father, with Calvin helping, hauled 
ice from ‘the river ‘for refrigeration forthe 
creamery in town, and continued thls for 25 
Sears, Cutis Relped with ths ob during the last 
{en years, Curtis also helped with digging 
several basements in town 

‘He and Calvin hauled gravel from the pit west 
ot eke with fo four horse outs and loaded 
It on flat ears in town It vas then shipped t0 
Sylvan Lake 10 bulld the hotel ther. 

We were all fond of hoses, and at one time 
had 20 Work horses. All the farm work In those 
days was done with horses, Calvin broke horses 
for Armstrong Brothers, as they owned a big 
horse ranch, He also rode bucking horses at the 
fodees around the country, and won ist prize at 
Bonalo one year 

‘Wehad some rust n the famlly — enough 0 
amuse qurselves with. Calvin played «cornet In 
‘okt Plathan's band at one time John Bromaling 
tnd our father organized an old time orchestra 
ne Winter and. played for old. time dances 
Sreund the country. They wouldn't have made 
{he Grand Ole Opera, but they dd have alot of 
fn. Members of the orchestra were Ton and 
Cine Broming, Reudolph and Art Dabl, Ernie 
find Clarence, Havens, slim Meyers, “Bernie 
Dennett, and August Harfu. 

‘In 1382 we moved to our present ocation south 
of Wood Lake. Mom moved to Eekville a the age 
of 2. She took and raised a foster daughter, 
Carol, who lives in Texas now, where she 
tparried Donald York, They have two chilaren. 
Gris and stayed with our dad on this plac. 





Bessle married Greg Nelson and they had tive 
children. Emma marriea Bert Bagstad, and they 
had five chldrea. Lelah married Fran Watson, 
fand they also had five children. Sulla married 
‘APt Lute and they had elght ealdren, 

Our father passed away tn 1950. Curtis and 1 
farmed here until 1962. He met and: married 
Hille Bouwseme, and’ they "moved onto the 
Zaleski farin notin of town. ‘They have ‘Wo 
calldren. Hille had come Yo Canada from the 
Netherlands in the vest 1958, Cletis served in the 
armed forees in’ World. War Il. He married 
vem Kye and now ives fn ek Mountain 

ur Mom was a member of the County Ladies 
Aid for several years. She was interested in eard 
jgames and bingo. She passed away in 1976 athe 
ge of 92 years 


(CATES, MR. AND MRS, STANLEY 

‘We were married In a smal town, Wheatley, 
‘ontario in the year 1817. Shortly after the wed 
Ging. we came west {o Travers. Our three 
Saughters were all born in the Travers distri, 
‘Mersin i018, Madaline in 1921 and Rena in 125, 
We lived through the heartache of sandstorms, 
ut worms, grasshoppers and drought for 16 
years. 

‘Through the glowing stories ot = school 
teacher from Bentley, who boarded with us for 8 
Short time, we became interested in the Bentley’ 
Eckrille district, We came, looked ft over and 
decided to stay. We bought a quarter section of 
PAR. land northwest of Eckvile, 

We moved in September, 1988, The winter of 
1833 was a very cold one. We lived In granary 
‘hat winter, and nearly troze at times. Many 
times we were thankful 0 our many wonderful 
helghbors for the help they gave Us. The next 
year we bull a log house, 

‘Our son Kenneth was born in 1996, The 
clldsen went to three different schools, First 
Was Shady Lane, where crossing the Horsegued 
River waa’ sometimes impossible because. of 
Hoods, and in winter because of the deep snow 
Madaline and Rena. went there, usually. on 
horseback or in a home-made sed. Kenneth and 
Reena went to Wolfe school for while, then to 
Ecko, where they finshed thelr schooling. 
belonged to the Country Ladies At@ for many 


‘We moved to Calgary in 1865, where our fam: 
ly had settled. Meryl married Maurice Dean, 
‘Madaline married Henry Gable and now lives i 
British Columbia, Rena married Orvile [ia 
ficoat and lives in Edmonton, Kenneth married 
Hazel Dipple and lives at De Winton, 

Mr. Cates dled in 1972, and 1, Ettle Cates, now 
live in a unlt as Ettow Valley Lodge, a senior 
citizens name tn Calgary 








CLAUSEN, DAN — 1850 

‘Bekviliéhas made great strides since the ear. 
ty days. We now boast ofa theatre, tree grocery 
Stores, four dry goods siores, three haraiwares, 
{three cafes, four implement agencies, Jewelry 
Store, ‘Imperial Bank, ‘Treasury Branch — 
Eekvitle Crealt Union, fo drug stores, to oll 
Agencies, four garages, barber shop and beauty 
parlor, tee insurance and realestate agencies, 
Weekly newspaper (The Examiner), bake shop, 
Icensed hotel, sash and’ door factory, new 
Presbyterian and Nazarene churches, memorial 
park, community hall, curling rink, eight school 
Fooms and an additional four rooms under con 
Struetion where grades are taught from one "0 
weve 
















‘THE CHRISTIE FAMILY — by Iva Gustayson 

"The Cheste family, conslating of brothers 
George and Jack, and sister Mary. arrived in the 
‘Bekulle area ini, They bougt a quarter sce 
tion of land, two mills west of Pekvile, from Jay 
Walker, ati unele ot Kit Armstrong. An ad. 
tional quarter section was purchased from the 
cpr 

‘After emigrating trom Fife, Scotland, they 
had spent a number of years in Calgary. George 
twas a World War 1 veteran. The brothers were 
Excellent stonemasons and worked on the Bantt 
Springs Hotel before and-after coming to 
Elckvilie. Here they were In great demand as 
hirmuey bullders. ‘Te Eekville Memorial Hall 
fnce boasted a fireplace bult by the Christies 

“Tey enjoved thelr extensive library 
classics, ‘polities and. religion — nothing 
frivolous. "The weekly Boston Symphony 
Concert, on the radio, was thoroughly enjoyed 
George played the concertina when neighbors 
gathered fora sing-song. George was a familiar 
figure on his bob-alled sorrel horse, Rufus, He 
vas a regular visitor to the Maki household for 
{he weekly Saturday “sauna” 








Mary was a marvelous cook and loved to 
entertain hr visitors with eake and tea 1 192, 
‘She returned fo Scotland to eare for thelr elderiy 
parents. After they passed away she returned 10, 
Fer home at eke in 190 

‘George passed away ih 18H8. Shorty ater is 
death Jack and Mary sold thelr farm to the 
Smith Brothers and held an auction sale. 

Hack and Mary moved fo Victoria and iter to 
Vancouver. Mary eared for Jack for the many 
{years he was confined to a wheelehalr. After is 
Dascing she lived witha trend, finally going 108 
fhursing Home. She lived fo the age of I0L years 





DR, FRANK HOUSTON COPPOCK 

"Prank Coppoek was born in Whanlpeg in 186, 
tne eldest son of Eymest and Mary Coppock. He 
moved with his family fo. Nort Battleford tn 
‘bout 1908, Following the completion of nls high 
School work he attended the University of 
‘Saskatchewan in Saskatoon and gradusted with 
|B. in 1617. He jlned the Fiving Corps and, 
following demabiization, took University work 
In medicine, graduating trom the Universty of 
Manitoba with his MD. fn 1925. He Intermed at 
the Winnipeg General’ Hospital, then worked 
briety with Dr. H. i, Alexander of Saskatoon 
before establishing his own practice im Apri 


































8, having bought out the practice of Dr. AB 
Stewart of Rosthern, Saskatehewsn. 

While in Rosthern Dr. Coppock served onthe 
‘Town Counell and was campalgn manager for 
nie trendy Mr, Walter Tucker. He was ative In 
medical cirles ofthe province, and was an ac 
{ive member ofthe local Masonie Lodge. 

Following hls marsiage to Marjorie Frawley 
of Rosthern in 1028 he continued is medical 
practice tere ul September 1818, At ls time 
Femoved, with his wife-and. two. daughters, 
Audrey and’ Donna, to Eekville, Alberta. Dr 
Coppock maintained hs active adsoclation with 
the Masonle Order and withthe Alberta and the 
Canadian Medical Awolations es well as find 
Ing ime to contribute to the local endeavours of 
the growing village of Eckvile, 

"The Coppock family frst lived in the house 
ow owned by Mr. and Mrs. allan Ralph, but 
Inter bought the late Onwald Umass house, now 
‘ved by Mrs. Florence Waisman, His frst of 
fice was atthe soutt end of Main Street on the 
West side, Later he moved tis fice into the 
houses now the home ofthe Pat Havens, unt he 
nut ve present Bekvitle Clnke 

'Acihis time the old hospital had been closed, 
due to lack of tances” had been operated DY 
‘Dr Palmer, who hed retired. Doctor Cappock at 
‘once foo sieps to reopen the hospital {the pre 
Sent home of Roy Saat) It was soon found that 
thls butding was too small 9 aceommodate the 


patients seeking admission. As a resull, Doctor 
Coppock ‘started the procedures ‘necessary to 





have the present hospital ullt and it was due 10 
Bis untieiag efforts that'we now nave what Is 
Known asthe Bekville Municipal Hospital, which 
was opened in 1934 

Tn dalton to his dedicated attention t0 the 
medical needs of the community, Doctor Cop 
peek found time to serve on the local scheal 
Board and'on the Vilage Councll and was active 
In all community affairs until he death tn 
December, 1958. He was president af the Alberta 
College of Phystelans and Surgeons at hetime of 
his deat, 

‘rs, Coppock passed away in Calgary in 3973 
and is buried beside ner husband in the Red Deer 
Cemetery. Dr. and Mrs, Coppock had 10 
‘Saughters, Donna and Audrey 

Danna’ Coppock (MeCalder) wat bora in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, on September 30, 
1862. Her eamly education was abtalned In the 
scnools of Rosthern, Saskatchewan, ekvile, 
nd Rea Deer before she attended the University 
Gf Alberta In Edmonton, graduating with a 
Eu. degree. Donna has worked as a teacher i 
the Calgary echools for many years, She has 0 
children. 

‘Audrey Coppock (Sloan) was bora in 
Saskatoon on May 30, 1929, She also attended 
school In Rosthern before coming’ to Alberta 
Shere er schooling was eontiqued nthe 
Eckudlle and Calgary schools betore her atten 
dance ai the University of Alberta at Edmonton, 
where she obtained a Master's degree In Social 
‘work, She wae a social worker in Calgary for a 
umber of years and Is now In Regina. She 
worked asa director in a hospital there for qulte 
Tome time, but is now retired. ‘She’ has two 
chile, 























LURAH AND JOSEPH COUTTS AND FAMILY 
Shy Alberta Ehret 

Tura Coulis wat born Lurah Elisabeth 
Shoemaker in Corning, Iowa, U'S.A. on January 
45, 180, She’ grew up'and went {0 schoo! near 
Corning’ and worked as a miller In that area, 

Joseph Coutts was born in Sunnystope, 
Aberdeenshie, Seotland in 18%, In the ete 
1t00's he emigrated from Scotland, working hs 
passage across on a cattle boat. For several 
Sears he worked on farms in lov, showing eat 
Iie'on several occasions at the fairs in Chicago, 
‘While working on a farm near the Shoemaker 
family’ he. met Lurah. They Were married 
February 8, i813 and moved to\a farm in the 
Canora district In Saskatchewan. In 1918 they 
‘moved to Eckrille where they bought the od 
Ecckford place, one and one-half miles trom the 
present (own of Eekvile. in 19d they sold the 
Farm and retired to Calgary. Joseph passed 
away in August, 189 and Eurah in August 1970 
{urah and Soseph had x children, 

Evelyn (deceased in 1980) was married to Joe 
Morrisroe, of Bentley, Alberta In 1841. They had 
tne daughter 














Rowena passed away at the age of three 

“Josephine married Alphonse Stinn in 1912 
‘They reside in Rocks fora 

‘Donald married in 199, and lives in Calgary 
be nas two ehlldren 

Aiborta married Carl Ehret in 198 and lives 
at Ardrossan. They have five children. 

Charles now resides in Youngstown, 

In the early days at Rekville the traveling 
‘Watkins and Ralegh salesmen wound their way 
Through the countryside, selling everything from 
fodine to vanilla to thread and needles, plus alot 
of salves, olnttients and health remedies. My 
‘mother alway’ Kept full ean of strong men ol 
‘lntment on hand, which she would rub vigorous 
lyon the chests of any of her children who 
Showed signs of developing the inevitable cold, 
‘Thick flannel cloths were then wrapped around 
the necks and chests and the perspiring of 
"pring were sent off to bed. It was very impor 
thnt that colds be watched carefully, as 
pneumonia was a killer in these days, and there 
Were no-antibjoties to check fis advance. The 
Tocal doctor did not nave an easy ife then, and 
had to make house calls in all kinds of weather. 

‘amtola that when Idecided to arrive, ring 








aa raging blizzard In March, a nelghbor, Jimmy 
Srerriman, was also trying fo make hls presence 
‘nown, ‘The doctor finally made i t9 both places 
{va car equlpped wiih sks inthe place of front 
Wheels and tracks of the back wheels. 

We didnot have such things as school buses 
when Ten to sehool and we had a one and one- 




























lf mile trek to town. In the winter, when the 
‘ver was frozen over, sfe were able to cut that 
‘istance in hail, The Medicine River provided 
‘much of our recreation in those days — swim 
‘ming during the summer and. skating in the 
"The Liberty Hall, about a mile and a halt 
north of town and adjacent to our farm, was @ 
{reat socal gathering place for the Finnish com 
‘munity shen 1Was growing wp. Although many 
fof the plays and concerts held there were inthe 
Finnish language, Wwe all. went and enjoyed 
‘watching whatever was offered. Dances were 
falso held there, and the Liberty Hall had the ds 
finetion of naving the best floor inthe country 
‘My mother and father enjoyed the whist and 
bridge games held weekly or monty nthe 
Eckwille Hall in town. These soclal evenings 
Were followed by dances, All the gils learned fo 
‘dance when they were 1 ar 12 years ad by dane 
ing with each other. It was a lg tril when the 
ila became ld enough fo dance with he Youn 


COVLIN, MIKE 

Mike Covi was born in North Dakota and 
‘maved with hs parents and fay to the Stetler 
fistriet. In 190, they” moved to’a farm in the 
oyalsi, Alberta area, where he grew up nd 
later, atler the passing of hs parents, ne and his 
four brothers farmed until 1958 when. Mlke 
Bout a garagesmackioe shop and moved info 

een Covlin (nee Loyd) as a child, moved 
from Calgary to the Lloyd Hil dstril In the 
Spring of 1980, ‘This distriet was named after 
Aber Lloyd who managed the Post Ofice from 
‘913.1928, 

In September, 1808, Mike and Fleen were 
married and lived im Consort until August 2, 
TMG, when the) sold the business and moved 15 
Eckiille By this me, Helen Prisella, aged hve 
Years, ilcard.Willam, three years, and 
Margaret elizabeth, three months, nad’ been 
‘orm into the Covln tama 

‘ike purchased the two Tots on the corner of 
main street where the “body shop" now stands, 
Bnd two aeres down by the river from Mr. Voh 
Holtum, who at that ime, lived jn Vancouver 
‘The dwelling was adjacent to the Moro Flour 
Mil, just nor, clog to the bank af the Medicine 
River, 

‘MF. and Mrs, Cyr, who lived across the track 
south of te od CADP. kindly let us store our 
iarage equipment until the garage sas bul. 

‘Coming from the dried-but-area, rain Was 
welcome, but our first week here trained almost 
4 the time, 

‘Mike sent to the States for pattern to make 
the: machine In whieh the cement block was 
fade, The fate Charle Johnson and one other 
bidet man helped. In the fal of 184, the balling 
Was ready and buslness began and the name, 
Bekvilie Farm Equipment was soon erected, 














Mike was agent for J. Case Machinery and 
Imperial Oll and subagent for Hillman cars 
Dane Marie was born May 3, 1989, 

Th the spring of 1882, Albert Schoter bought 
the acreage by the river and Mike bought 53 
{ites irom Mr, Cowan south ofthe track. Soon he 
‘moved at old storage shed over and, again with 
the help of Charlie Johnson, It began to take 
shape aad the family’ took up residence. ‘The 
Spring of 1980, an oll company” dried a well on 
the property and ag a result workers flocked t0 
town and thus the "Covlin Trailer Court” came 
{nto being 

"al four children received thelr education at 
civil 

Helen worked In the Imperial Bank of 
Commerce later n 1882, married Stan Mak. At 
{nis writing tne live in Rocky. 

Stan ls manager of the Credit Y 
Cameron, 14, and Wendel, 12, are both hockey 
players, 

Richard joined the Canadian Air Force and 
later married Verna Sears. At present they live 
InEamoafon and fo them was bora Kristina, now 
even years, and TetriJean, five years. After 
leaving the Air Force, Richard studied las at the 
Slat Becoming sawyer. Vera is schoo 

Margaret took a course at SATT and became a 
dental asistant and Worked In Edmonton. At 
present she ls married fo Ronald Lyset and they 
Fave Robin Michael 10 years and twins Nicole 
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land Kent slx years, Ronald being in the Cana. 
alan Navy, they live fora time atthe east coast 
fr the west: atthe present are in Victor. 

Dianne Marie aftended Junior College Red 
Deer andonfothe Uof Aand graduated with her 
Bake. in Edmonton 

‘Mike Covlin passed away January 28, 1967 
‘The garage was sold also the taller ‘cour 
Elleen worked for several vars in the cafeteria 
ofthe Co-op but in iad to retire because of 
health. ‘She continues to make ner home In 
Bekvtie 





COWEN, WILLIAM It 

‘Mr. and Mes, Willlam Cowen moved to 
ekviiie in 1919 trom Merritt, B.C. After Bis 
arrival in Eokvlle, Mr. Cowen establsied a 
hardware store. Later that same year Mrs. 
Cowen passed away. There were no children 
‘Mrs. Cowen had’ been the former Clemantine 
‘Beamish, She was born in Ontario and bad been 
{tained as a nurse, Before moving t0 Eekvile 
the had been the matron ofthe Merrit Hospital 
Mr. Cowen Took ner remains "o Ontario 10" 
Durie 

Tn i921 Mr. Cowen married Agnes Elizabeth 
gar. Mss idgar nad come to Bekvile fo visit 
4 frlend, Mrs. Fred Holeabecker, with whom she 
fhaa gone Yo schoo, In this way she became ac 
GGuainted with. Mr. Cowen, and they’ were 
harried in December, 1971. In August, 1923, 
{wins were born to them. The boy was named 
Robert (0b), and the gel Was named Selina 

‘Aller some years in the haraware business, 
‘ir. Cowen sold the store to Builders Hardware. 
He then weat into the implement busines, along 
‘vith bull oll sles, and continued with this unt 
his retirement. 

Mes, Cowen passed away in February, 1949, 
‘and. in 1950" Mr. Cowen ‘sold thelr hamne 
Eckville and moved to Calgary to be with his 
daughter, who was workdng there at that time 

‘Sina married Fred €. Hourland, formerly ot 
Matador, ‘Texas, U.S.A. in 1083, After her 
‘marriage, Mr. Cowen moved to Devon, Alberta 
{be with his son, Bob, In 1959 Bob’ married 
Marie LeRoy, tormerly of Fort Saskatchewan, 
Atte time of thelr marzlage she Was @ nurse In 
‘he Devon Hospital 

‘Me Cowen later returned to Calgary where 
the emainod until his death in July, 1958, atthe 
lage of 8 years, He Was a former member of the 
(aa Fellows Ledge. He donated the land where 
{he Eekville Memorial Hall now stands, 

‘Mz. and Mrs. Cowen are burled in the 
Bekrilie cemetery. 























‘THE CUNNINGHAM STORY — by Minnie Cun 
ingham 

Mir, and Mrs, James Madison Cunningham 
ang six children came from Conquest, 
‘Saskatchewan in 1805 to make thelr home inthe 
Eekvilie district, three and a half miles 
Southwest ofthe village, 











James Madison, of “JM as he was called, 
‘was born at Lakeport, Ontario in 1878 and came 
‘west wth his patents fo homestead at Bounty, 
Saskatchewan in 1905 Eat Mary Burcham was 
born in London, England in 1882. she came to 
Canada in T888” then returned to England and 
fagaln came to Conada in 1908 to marty "Mt 








‘A cyclone passed through the Conquest area 
on July 25, 1985, destroying a large barn, wind 
‘mill pump and water Tank, so a move to’a new 
region seemed necessary. The relocation proved 
{fobe a wise one because few years ater 8 great 
‘depression spread aeross the prairies, 

“The farm consisted of ahalf section, SE. 5-9. 
SWS and NW. #3835, plus a quarter section, 
of rented land, NAW. 5:05, which "JM" 
purchased two years later 

‘The family” included. four sons and two 
daughters: Arehle, Laura, Claude, Audrey, Tom 
and Wally. The younger four attended sebool at 
BBiuebet. Claude, being one of te big boys, took 
the Joo of lighting the fice and sweeping the 
School He would leave ear in the morning fo do 
thie, golng on horseback. He got six dollars per 
mont 

‘Whten Archie was about rwenty he acquired a 
Stainer villa for fwenty dollars: He played for 
Gances with Mrs. Bll MaeDonald,_planist 
Clarence Fiten sometimes enorded on the plano, 
substituting for Mrs. MacDonald. Roe Hanchet 
Performed’ on the saxaphone. The drums were 
Played by whoever was available and willing 
Claude hetped out, and also John Viltalla, It is 
Interesting fo note that this orchestra iniiated 
the twenty ve cent admission fee for dances at 
Liberty Hall where capacity crowds attended, 
Lumen was extra, This example was. soon 
Adopted by other communities. These were "the 
ood la days! 

Twas nothing fo go to a dance in 90 or 40 
below zero weather with a tat fe 
No one noticed the cold when 








fucked in with a heavy robe, the horses travel 
ling'st good pace, the runners craciding over 
the show, and the stars shining Brightly ina cold 
dark sk’. On one occasion they were out with 
‘nestle wagon box and Sleigh heading home in 
the wee small hours. Archie was driving in com 
pany with Laura, Audrey” and Helens Same 
land Ralph Kanges. Te horses were going at 4 
fast trot down Lua's hill half a mile south of 
Eckvllle, The road was ley and the slegh started 
fo side Sideways. Samething hit the box and it 
overturned in the ate, dumping everyone in the 
Soft snow. Archie held onto the lites, stopping the 
horses: After a stunned minute’ or forall 
recovered and gave a boost fo right the box and 
ptt back Into pesilon. ‘The snow-covered 
passengers pled in and all arrived home safely a 
Short while late. 













Me. Cosine, 


Audrey was the tlst to be married. In 1815 
she became the bride of Harry Olsen, They have 
farmed in the Bluebell district ever since. They 
have two daughters, Joanne and Faye, Joanne 
snd Bill Budvardson_ and. two sons, iim and 
Perry, now living in Eewville, Faye snd Melvin 
Molaiider tive in. Didsbury and. have two 
enlidren, Chersi and Corey 

aura married Charles McCune of Red Deer 
Jn 1598. They farmed at Shady Nook. Ta he allot 
1847 they moved fo Kelowna where ney bought 
fwoacre orchard, ‘They had three. daugters, 
Cara, Betty and Colleen, Carol works in Kelow 
ha. Betty and Wimp Hughes live In Calgary 
‘They have three children, Garth, ‘Gavin and 
Lorrac. Callen ahd Mick Logan ve nthe 
Beckie district and have Iwo daughters, Holly 
and Kim. Charles McCune passed sway ln 157 

Claude and Margaret Olsen were married In 
1008. They lve one mlle east of the old home 
place. There are three children, Lieyd, Dale and 
July Lloyd and Linda are ving in Bekville 
hhave a daughter and son, Dawn and Neal. Dale 
snd Mary are living of the’ old Cunningham 
farm, They have a son, Ronnie. Judy ts working 
In Calgary 

















‘Tom married Phyllis Binks in 1940. That 
summer "Tom enlisted in the 17th Light Ant 
‘Alreraft Battery and was based in Calgary unt 
‘January when he went overseas, Tom returned 
home in May, 1945 and farmed in the ekvile 
district for a few years. They are now living at 
Mirrr. ‘They’ had three sons, Bob. and twine, 
Barty’ and Brian (Brian passed away in 1960) 
and two daughters, Barbara and Brenda, Bob 
{nd Carol live in Calgary and have to boys, Tim 
and Kelly. Barry and Ena and two sons, Brent 
fand Curls, live In Red Deer. Barbara works in 
Red Deet and Brenda ts in Calgary 

Archie and Minale Binks were married in 
1sil. They farmed inthe Eckvile ares. for 
Several years, and now reside in Red Deer. They 
had four children, Doreen, Derek, Glenn and 
Elleen. Doreen. and Graeme Storek live in 
Calgary. ‘They have a son, Avie Justin, Derek 
and Airey” also live in Calgary, and haves 
‘daughter, Pamela, Glen and faythe are also in 
‘te same city, Eileen and Arthur Lawrence are 
ling on the farm at Pine Lake and have three 
children, Lelta, Tanya and Jarret 

Wally and betty’ Maddox were married in 
1951, and have always lived in the Felille area 
They have a famlly of four ehldren, Lots, Gerry, 
Darryl and Susan. (An infant son, Greg, died 
1960): Lols and Peter Duncan lve near Eckvile 
‘They have two children, Kell and Shaun. Gerry 
and Terr! Motus have’ a son and a daughter, 
JJeremey and Melanie. Gerry was employed ti 
{te hardware department of the Bckvile Co-op 
Store, but, after taking special training at ihe 
Saskatoon Coop College ana apprenticing atthe 
Red Deer Coop Store, he iknow hardware 
‘manager ofthe Co-op Service Center in Fort St 
John, where they are now lving. Darryl and 
‘Susan are stil at home. Wally enllsted in the 
(Canadian Intantty in 1843. After his discharge 
198 and unt he was married, he lived at me, 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham celebrated thelr 
Golden Weading Anniversary on January 1, 198 
For two days a bllzzard had raged; the roads 
were impassable. Laura had arrived afew days 
farller, whieh was fortunate, ‘The only” other 
family’ members able to. come were Archie's 
family. However, two days ater, when the plows 
had been through, all other family members 
were able (0 be present, Including "IMs" onl 
surviving brother, Fred, ftom Bounty, Saskat 
hewan. 

J: M. Cunningham passed away at Eekvilen 
January, 1960. hrs. Cunningham continued to 
live on the farm for a few years, then went 10 
Stay with Laura in Kelowna where she died it 
Mareh, i970; Both Me. and Mrs. Cunningham are 
Durled'at Red Deer 

"A good Jab done and rest well won 

















DENNETT, BERNIE — by Family Members 

Bernie Bennett was borh In England in 68s, 
and immigrated to Hespero, Alberta ia 130 with 
his aunt, Emma Clonnler. He hired out to Jerry 





Macdonnell, clearing land with teams of oxen, 
‘Whi war Broke out he joined the 89th Battalon 
In 1914, serving overseas unl being wounded at 
Vimy" Rldge in 1817. After spending. several 
months in the hospital in England, he sas given, 
medical discharge, and returned to Red Deer 

‘in Red Deer Bernie operated a pool hal, taxi 
business, and was aalstributor fora brewery. In 
1624 he married Ethel Harrigan, who was ehiet 
telephone operator in Red. Deer, In 1096 he 
Purchased the Kexvllle Hotel from Harry Lowe. 
‘Tals hotel burned down in 1828, In a fire that 
demolished « complete block of Nain Street. Tae 
hotel was rebuilt the following year and operated 
until" 1942. Many. will remember’ Han 
Bardenhagen as the bartender for many years, 
ernie spent several months of each year in The 
Colonel Belcher hospital in Calgary. Walle in 
Eckville he served fora time as mayor; at that 
{ime there was'no such thing ss remuneration for 
Public service. He was a-member of the Odd 
Fellows Lodge, Masons, ks, and the Legion, 
plus Several community clube, 





Atlor spending a few years onthe farm inthe 
espero district he Denies went back Ino the 
hotel business fret im Bowden and then In In 
nistal, unt it health foreed Bernie to retire th 
1950, in Nanalmo, B.C. Boing ile dd not agree 
‘with him, so a china shop was purchased and 
‘operated ‘until 1960, when he ofce again wes 
forced fo retire due il health, A move to Van 
couver Was then made, Where they Tesided unt 
Bernie's passing in 967. Mrs. Dennett remained 
In Vancouver unt 187, but is present residing 
In Rea Deer at the Pines Lodge 

Five chllaren were born to Bernie and Ethel 
‘A daughter, Dawa (Billy) died in ost Mtr. All 
Sloan ‘Muriel lives in Stettler, Aletta, Mrs. 
Fred Radford (Patricia) lives in Blind Bay 
B.c.; Mrs. Arthur Snovw (Marion) lives tt 
Berwyn, Alberta, and Mr. Bud Dennett lies in 
Prince George, B.C. 


ECKFORD, ARTHUR E. T. — by Eva Eekford 

Tn the Year 1920 Arthur E, T. Bekford eft 
Dublin, ‘Ireland, where he was born and 
educated, to Immigrate to Canada, During the 
falland winter of that year he Worked on one of 




















Pat Burns’ ranches near Calgary. For his labor 
he received twenty-five dollars per month plus 
his board and sleeping accommodation inthe 
Dunktouse, 

‘Afler reaching his land.tobe in 1909, It was 
“fist things first. Ths meant the construction 
of alog cabin with'a sod root. The sod helped to 
keep heat in during the winter me. This'cabin 
Was to be Arthur's name for the next several 
Years, During the bullding period arthur and his 
frlend, Mr. Roper, lived withthe Carney tammy 
tn @ large ten, al having travetiea trom Red 
Deer together. As well as having large tent, the 
Carney’ had s large family, but apparently tis 
family didnot remain long'in this ares 

By this lime more settlers were arriving. 
‘Those best remembered were the families of 
Matchett, Mitzner Kinna, Kosi, Kesper, Brown 
and Pikeit, Tt was nol long’ before ‘Arthur 
Erkford assumed a leading role in the develop. 
ment’ of the community. "When It became 
hecessary tg have a Post Ofice, in 1805, he put up 
8 sultablebulldng on his own land, and gave the 
Post office the name of “Eekville”. Under an 
Sgreement wih J. HL. Killel, ths was turned 
(ver fo Mr. Killick, who bulla store onthe land, 
Subsequenily this corner of Mr Eektord's Land 
was surveyed ino lots, and. Arthur Eekford 
onated one tot forthe bulding by’ C, Snell of & 
“Stopping House” early in 1907, Arthur 
Ecktord's postion of Justice of the Peace was 
‘one ofthe fst appointments inthe west country 
‘re was also a notary publi, a school trustee, ad 
road councilor, 

‘After making the required improvements on 
his land, Mr. Rexford went back to Dublin and 
feturned in i908, bringing hie mother, Mrs. Ml 
Eckford, with him. Mrs. Eckford spent her first 
months ina very new part of Alberta in the log 
cabin until the farm Rouse proper was Bult dat 
{ng the same year 

When the CNt bull its tines through the area 
in 2001 T812, a townsite was established about @ 
lle south’ of the original town, The ‘mame 

kville” was retained —attting tribute othe 
man who had done 40 much forthe district ‘The 
nev village expanded raplaiy. Business quickly 
built up and included a new post office, hotel 
Boarding ouse, the Co-Op Store (whose fies 
anager was Or. A. Litt, Sestrap's Store, & 
drug store, butcher shop, livery ‘stable, 
blacksmith thop, and of course, a, community 
hall. The new postmaster was Mr. Forhan, The 
carly arrival of Dr. and fre. Evans also proved 
{o'be a great boom fo the new area, 

‘The original townsite was referred to as “Old 
kilo”. Harry Woods was the last one to 0c 
cupy a building on the old site, where his cheese 
‘making plant furned out an excellent product, 

So'the years passed, n 193 Mr. Bekford flt 
the Long winters were & hardship for his mother, 
and decided fo take her back to Ireland: It was 
‘with real regret that the community heard this 
news! Eckville and’‘adjoining districts ot 





























{ogether and planned a surprise gathering inthe 
hall. Mrs. Eekford was presented swith a pretty 
silver candy basket as a token ofthe esteem fh 
Which the recipient was held. ‘The address and 
the presentation was. given’ by Miss Gladys 
Matchett and” Agnes. Hampton (a school 


Yeachet). However, the “call of the west 
evidently was strong, as rs. Eeklord made an 
‘inexpected return fo Canada, remarking. that 
luring the years of absence fromm her old-countey 
home her relatives and friends had changed! Tx 
fact Ife inthe west had altered her own outlook 

H was in the spring of 1918 that 1, Eva 
McEiveny, came into the pietare. After the long 
Journey’ from my home. in. Dublin, Arthur 
Ecktord, hismother, andl were met in ted Dest 
by Norman Turner’ (Mr. and Mrs, Matchet's 
new son-in-law) who drove us out tothe Matchett 
home where we were guests fora few days. On 
that drive out to Bekvile | saw prairie erocuses 
rowing, the first flower to be pleked for me in 
{hls new county: 

1 really enjoved the new tte, new surroun 
dings, ad all the kindnesses extended fo new 
tomer. Sports Day, hela on the May 24 bollsay 
(Grhen’ weather permitted), with races snd 
Dbaseball games and dance in the evening, was 
‘ne of the year's highlights, Penies i the 
‘iterent communities provided a great oppor 
tunity fo meet trlends and, of course. exchange 
news. Otten people went home todo their chores 
and then returned later In the evening for the 
dance, 

Tife in a ploncer community provided some 
‘exciting experiences, Coming home one night 
from a dance inthe Bluebell direction and stare 
Ing down Lindguist HI, our team ran off the 
tral. The wagon box (on runners) upset, throw: 
ing ail four eceupants out into the snow, tangled 
‘up in cowhide rabes! Arthur, although being 
‘ragged down the hil on his stomach, managed 
to hold onto the horses until he got then stopped 
On anotier occasion we went fo a dance Via a 
allway hand car. Those were the days! 

‘On September 8, 1814, Arthur and 1 went to 
Lacombe to be married by the Reverend Arthur 
Patstone, a family fiend, After 8 Bret honey 
‘moon in Red Decr it was back to Eekvlle for us 
Asa delegation of friends was wating at Kootuk 
the train stopped and let us off before entering 
the station. However, the well-wishers overtook 
Us, and we were driven home in style In a 
democrat. Our wedding was celebrated in true 
Prairie fashion by" charivar! that evening, Of 
ourse we promised to give a dance later, i the 
hall, forall our friends 

Th the spring we moved onto the farm, which 
we called "Riverside Farm” In October of 185 
‘ur oldest son, Tor, was bora there. Dr. Evans 
vas in attendance and Mrs. Ralph Brown took 
ood eare of me and the new baby. Later that 
Year Reverend Patstone, when travelling 
‘rough the alsriet, was aquest at our home and 
While with us, be christened our son. This was 



































happy event fr ust In May, 1917 our second son, 
Eavard, was born in Red beer and later on he 
Was ehristened there. 

“he Canadian Bani of Commerce opened its 
first branch in the eillage in Arthur Bckfora’s It 
te affice next to the Co-Op Store. The banking 
Dusnese was conducted rom this ioeation while 
the bank bulldlng Was under construction. The 
first manager was Mr. Metniosn. He ands wite 
Were very aclive In many village affalrs, and 
Were one of the popular couples of the village 
‘The fist Savings Account opened tn the new 
‘bank was in the aime of Thomas D. Kektord. He 
was about one year oid atthe time, 

“rhe yea? 1916 found us into the second year ot 
war! Many young men from the surrounding ds 
telets lett 9 "oln up", whieh created anxious 
Times for all with Felatives and ‘lends. par 
Ticipating overseas, No radio gave us any news 
In those days! (Twenty-five years later, Curing 
the next wan, our concera was much deeper and 
ore personal, with three sons and. two 
Gaughters-in-law in active service In different 
branches of the Armea Forces overseas.) 

Tne ladles of the village formed a Red Cross 
group. The frst gathering was held at Riversiae 
Farm, but 1 believe that the frst. business 
meeting was held by Mrs. logers at her home in 
Eekville. During Sports Day in 1936 1 sold Red 
Gross eibons for the benefit of Red Cross work 

Tn he forenoon of Novernber 11, 1808, the ri 
ing of bells andthe blowing ot horns and Wi 
automatically announced the wonderful news — 
thatthe horrors of war at last were over! There 
Was great relolcing in Red Deer, but for some 
therewas also sadess, knowing that thelr loved 
bes would not be returning ‘ome. Arthur's 
tmother and T took the boys with us to take & 
Small part in that afternoon's celebrations. 

‘During 1918 we talked about moving to British 
CColumbla, and finally the decision was made 
‘After the’ farm and livestock were sold Mrs 
ekford Sr, myself, and the two litle boys weat 
fovstay in feed Deer until Arthur finished his 
Dusiness in Eckville — that of buying grata and 
hogs for shipment to Calgary. However, owing 10 
the fv epidemi, travel was banned, and'tWwas 
ome time before we were permitted to sar! our 
Journey to Vancouver, out destination In 1920 
tt third son, Arthur Dermat, was born in Vane 
feouver. North. Vancouver was, ur home Unt 
it, when Arthur and T moved to Grantham's 
Tanding, a spot right by the sea and loved by all 
tus 

was at Grantham that Mc. Bliss, of the 
‘Eekville High School, corresponded with my Bus: 
band, with the result that we donated atrophy to 
the high school tobe awarded fo tne outstanding 
pupll ot the year. Very mice letters of thanks 
Were received trom Mir, Bliss andthe president 
bf the Student Counc, This expression of theit 
Sppreciation was most gratifying. Now there 
are Eekford great-grandehlidren attending 
Schools here in British Colambla, Perhaps, in the 
































future, they may be honour students, and be 
‘Worthy of recelving such a trophy! 

'Of our eight grandsons and granddsughters 
there are seven Surviving. Our eldest grandson 
Passed away suddenly In 1971. OF course Ms 
Seath brought great sorrow fous al, Five of our 
{amily sil lve here in Beltish Columbia. Our 
franddaugher and her husband and lle gt] 
{ive in Oshawa, Ontario, while one grandson snd 
his wife ive in Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. The five 
fureat grandchildren, four boys and one gi, all 
five adjacent to Vancouver. The oldest of tose 
children was 1 years oid In 1917 and the 
‘Youngest was six years old 

in w96i, after a long iiness, Arthur. E. 
ekford passed away in Shaugtinesay Mlitary 
Hospltat in’ Vancouver. He was a Boer Wat 
Veteran, So ended the Ife of one who had always 
been active In the affairs of every community in 
which he lived, 


ECKES, PAUL AND MARION AND FAMILY 

‘Before 1 met Paul, had became a Widow 
seven years previous, when my husband, Arnold 
‘Anderson, dled, leaving me with thre children, 
‘Sven Richard, tour years, Kathryn Lymn, three 
{years, end Marion Susan, 8w0 Years old. (See 
Swan’ Anderson history.) 

‘We lived onthe Swan Anderson farm for two 
years following his death Then we moved o my 
Son's faherited land, across trom the ekvlle 

Thad the old tog nouse moved closer to the 
oad and started forepal it. Kids from town had 
ised It asa playhouse, snd cattle that bad 
Dastured there had gol inside the house and 
femolishea it somewhat as well. WHT the help of 
‘ionn Robertson of Benalfo doing the carpenter 
work for me, and Mir. Sterling of Benalto 
Revelstoke allowing me to buy the material 
needed on a monthly basis, Twas able te make a 
hhome for the eildren and myselt 

There was no Well for Water, $0 1 hauled i in 
‘my cream cans, We used gas lamps for a few 
‘months unt the power was Installed. Our coal 
‘2nd Wood stove provided us with heat and cook 
ing facilities and our gas neater 
‘worked~sometimes! 

‘Thaby'sat for Mrs. Marg Palm fortwo years, 
taking Susan with me, as she was not yet bt 
‘thon. Thea I got a Job al Eigenes' Restaurant, 
owned by Hlla-and Gene Salsauler and that 
how T met Paul, who is orignally from central 
Saskatchewan. ile was working for McGregor 
‘Telephone and Power. They say that a way to a 
man's heart Is through his stomach, and Paul 
‘aways came in for meals and flapper ple. At 
least that's what he claims he martied me for. 

‘On December 31, 1964 we were married In 
Benaito, That winter we had a cold spell with 
Wind eal of 90 below E. The wind eh whtstled 
through the house and frove everything that was 
Upstairs. In the spring we demolished the house 
‘nd ougit a trailer, putting iton the same loca 











tion, What a treat to have running water and an 
Inside toilet? 

Paul continued to work for MeGregor 
‘Telephone and Power wlll spring, Dut decided 
he lan’ ike being away from home all he time, 
40 he changed Jobs and worked for Coop for 
thee years and then for Bud and Dave Light 
‘otwn dor three and one half years driving truck. 
During that time we tcied our hand at raising 
calves, pigs, and chickens, and rallked some 

“Tiree children were born to us: ‘Terrance 
Paul on January 18, 1968, Rodney David on 
Septeraber 5, 1967 and Lelie Ann on December 
48, of drove school bus for Heke, nd then 
fot a job at the Bckville hospital as a certified 
Hursing ald, where Lam still working 

Everyone has some major tragedy in his 
lifetime, and ours was when we lost Terrance at 
the age of ve years Ina drowning accident. The 
people of Eeiville and surrounding ‘districts 
Were Just tremendous during our loss, helping 
With trying to find hs body, providing. food, 
‘donations, words of Kindness ad understanding 

‘Gur small trailer, 12 by 30 feet, was geting a 
itde cramped, so we ought ‘double. wide 
traller and moved Into town. Paul had gone into 
the business of erecting steel bins. ‘Today his 
business has expanded to all ver central alber 
tarand the North Country. We lived tn town for 
{ito years and then bought an acreage where the 
Young Peoples Hall used to be. We bulll anew 
home and at present are stl ving there. Rod 
and Lez are faking tele schooling at Eekvile 
and are involved tn hockey and figure skating. 

Riek, Kath, and Sue took thelr schooling in 
‘Eckvillo unl grade 10 and then took IL and 12 n 
ed Deer at the Comprehensive flgh Schoo}, 
‘ommvating by ear with other Eckville student’ 
‘olng there, After thelr schooling Riek continued 
Sn at the Olds College, taking farm mechanics. It 
was here that he met his Wife, Angele Douce, 
Hom Fabler, where she was’ talng Fashion 
Merchandizing. When hey graduated they were 
‘married on June 2, 1973. They then (00k a tip 
‘ver fo Pazland, Scotland, France and down 10 
Italy. While looking for jobs in Italy, Angele had 
an accident with ner Moped bike and landed in 
the hospital for s week. As they were running out 
‘ot money, they decided to return nome afer one 
Ionth. They now live on thelr Land in a mabile 
home across from the Bekville cemetery. Rick 
‘worked for Grand Equipment in Red Dect: tried 
his hand at steel bulldlng with his a, farming, 
‘and oll rigs. But hls main interest fn farming 
Angele worked for the Eexville Bank of 
Commerce unt they started a family. Tey now 
hhave two enlldzen — Christine Marie, to years 
od, and Sven Daniel, nine mots. 

‘Kath worked at the Eekvile Hospital as a 
ward ald for to Years after completing schol, 
then went into training atthe U ofA for an FN. 
degree, graduating In January of 198, She then 
fot married on March 6, 196, 10 Bill Zaleski, 8 














childhood sweetheart. She is employed at the 
{acambe hospital Bil Isa lcensed mechanic 
find worked for Kipp Scott's in Red Deer for 
fre years, leased Fekville Motors garage for 
‘ght montis, and now has a job In Ponoka as 
‘mechanic foreman and shop manager, They are 
ow living seven mills north of Kekville on thelr 
ind in a mobile home. 

‘Sue worked af the Eckville hospital for one 
year as ward aa. She then also took her tain 
ing the UofA foran RN. Susan graduated in 
‘igus! 19%, and then married November 6,176. 
Shemet her husband, Bar Penner, at the 
University. Bar's nome Is In Calgary, but the 
_Eciville district was known to him before, a ls 
(grandmother's ester is martied 10 4 Mr- Bob 
Findley, who was manager of the. Baa of 
Commerce some 90 years ago. His familly usea to 
‘ome and visi the Findleys- At present Bats and 
‘Ste are residing in Edmonton. Sue is working at 
the Edmonton General Hosplial and Blair Is in 
his ast year of the Instrumentation course. They 
Wil be moving to thelr land inthe Benalto area 
this year 

Tismice to have ll the family lose together. 


ELSON, ANDREW — b 


iva Elson 
‘Anatew Elson was bora in Teura, Finland, 
June 15, 1878. He immigrated in 1886 (0 Butte, 
Montana, where he worked in he steel mills fr & 
few years. In 1902, he married. Alexsandra 
Hakala, She so inalgrated fom Pialand in 
6 to’ Bul, Montana. After taelr marrage 









they came to Canada, and took up a homestead 
fone mile weet and two miles north of Eekvile, 
SBx:s230.05. 

ih 1006, hey started clearing land with oxen 
to improve thelr homestead, To begin with, the 
Dull a small log house which they lived Infor & 
{ew years. Also, they bull a barn in 1807 whch is 
Stil'on the farm, Ia 1810 they bullt a new house 
fand used ihe ol one for @ehleken house. Their 
lest town was TRed Deer, where they had to 
fet thelr supplies with an ox team. They did mot 
Rave any’ children for many years. In 1917 the 
ample passed away within three months of 
cach other leaving four children. Muriel Lampl 
‘was two months oid when Mf. and Mrs, Elson 
‘Adopted her. In 198 they were biessed with thelr 
first on Olva, In 1021 the stork came knocking 
the door again with another son, Verner. Also 
Tost tw tn intane 

Ti 028 they hada sale, sold al the cattle, all 
the horses but two, machinery and all the 
household tems. They rented the land out to hs 
brother inlaw Matt Rein, The Elsons then 
moved to a warmer climate, Burnaby, B.C, and 
Purchased a chicken ranch. Well this chicken 
Fanch in those depression vears wasn't a very 
ood paying thing’ the feed cost alot of money. 
‘The chicken eggs 21d at 10 cents a dozen. The 
bounty in Alberta on magple eges was 12 cents & 
dozen, and you didn't have to feed them. 

To make ends meet, Andrew Bison eaime out 
to the prairies in the fail to help harvest. As this 
venture in the chicken ranch was fale, hey 
old it and returned to. thelr homestead In 
Eekville In 1901, and ‘resumed farming. He 
purchased four purebred Percheron mares In 
{oat from sohn Hyvonen of Benalto, raised two 
stallions, sold one. Four years tater he tok frst 
prize In'Red Deer and Benallo Fairs with his 
allio, He was proud of ls big Percheron 
horses, They weigled from 1600 Ibs 02,00 bs 
tach. He also raised purebred Fed Poll cattle, 
He took great pride in is livestock. They were 
always rolling fn fa. He also ralsed hogs. In the 
Sse took In some 220 pound hogs; they brought 
iim §3. a head, just enough to get some 
sroceries, 

‘Saturdays they use to warm up the sauna 
bath, and some ofthe neighbors would come over 
for the evening for a sauna bath and play cards 
fand have cake and coffee. The lighting wasn't 
‘very good, only coal oll amps and Wood buralng 

‘Sunday's Mr, Elson would be the barber and 
cout hair It seemed that there wasn't a Sunday 
That someone didn't come for’ halreut, TRE 
pilee was Hight ~ tree 

‘in 283, they purchased a Massey Harris trac 
tor called the Wallis, alse. got some. heavier 
‘equipment tobe able fo control the quack grass, 
Sha from then on began to get belter crops. They 
lived’ on the homestead anti 1249 aren the) 
Fetived fo a house they purchased from Everett 
Tarvas in the town of Eekville. Thelr youngest 























‘son Verner took over the farm. One ofthe frst ol, 
Wells in the Eckville area was drilled on the old 
homestead in around 1850 Iti stil in produc. 
tion, Verner alse remodeled the old hose and 
01 Calgary Power. ‘Their oldest son, Olva, 
moved to Eckville and started. a trucking 
business, ‘Telr daughter, Aue, married Floyd 
Bartesko. ‘They had a daughter, Myrna, and 
‘moved to Red Deer. The oldest daughter, Mariel, 
Married Everett MeNell, and moved to Alert 
Bay, B.C. They had four children ~ Cordon, Ber 
tha Clarence (deceased), Jackie, MurielMeNell 
passed away at the age of 48 yeare in 190, Alter 
Tiving ia Bekwihe for seven Years Mis Alexsan 
fra Elson passed awa) Jauary 14,1096 at the 
lage of 74 years, Mir. Andrew Elson passed away 
February'4, 1962, at the age of 84years, They 
were boih aid to rest In the Eckville cemetery 
“Andrew, Sandra, and oldest granddaughter, 
yma, sent visting reing the factor. Coming 
home iney had to come: down Kasper's Hl 
[Brakes went onthe tractor so Sandra sad Myrna 
jumped ‘off and started walking down’. sure 
enough, Andrew had made It ad was walting for 
them. While cuting gran with horses and binder. 
Andrew had a runaveay, he fll off, horses going 
‘on their own, even made the corners prelty good 
‘Andrew found his rubber boot in a bundle 





ELSON, QIVA — by iva Fson 

‘Ova Elson was boon at Eekvile on August 9, 
4919, attended Eekville Elementary Sehool whe 
living on the farm: with his parents fs and Mrs 
Andrew Elson. He eoatinued farming ntl the 
fall of 1985, On June 12,191, he married Freda 
Gasirom ot Hespero, They continued ving on 
{he farm unt the al of 1945. Then, moved tthe 
town of Kekvile where they purchased some 
Property, bullt ahouse and garage end went into 
the" trucking business. General trucking. and 
[ravel hauling for seventeen years: He was also 
rain buyer for eight vears for Searle Grain Co, 
St Bekville and Hespero, Olva coached hockey 
teams {rom juniors juveniles whieh he enjoyed 
very much, He was an active member of the 
Lions Club for several years and was very In 
terested in town progress, He was on the fown 
Counc for several years as counellor and deputy 
mavor for one year, He was on the Presbyterian 
(Church Board for three veers, 

‘Olva and Freda raised a family of three, 
Dary the aldest born in 146, a daughter Diana 
In 151 and number two son, Kevin, in S097 

Daryl was quite talened in hs younger days 
He enjoyed singing and won many’tirst prizes at 
all the (alent shows. He sang on TV on the Red 
Beer station for a season. When he moved 10 
Calgary where he was in the Cvte Choir for afew. 
years. Daryl finshed his schooling In Eckl, 
iraduating in 1964 He came to Calgary {0 108 
for employment, got on as clerk with the City of 
CCaigary. tm August 19% he took Linda Johnson of 
Red Deer fo be ls loving wife, They both went to 
work for four years, saved up thelr money and 








purchased a house. Linda a banker and Daryl as 
fispatcher for the emergency ire plice and arm 
bulance for the Cty: On June 11197 they were 
blessed with twins, Chad and Crystal who are 
three and a half ard are real darlings. 

‘Daughter Diana reeelved most of er schoo: 
tng in Bekvile, tn Apri 1887, she married tack 
Lamberigts. They lived at Syivan Lake and had 
{wo cilldres, Angelene and Roger. Angelene is 
10 years old and Roger is elght years old In May 
1, Jack Lamberigs was killed in a car acel. 
‘dent. In 1870 Diann and the children moved 10 
(Calgary and started a new ie. Diana ook more 
schooling and. is now worklng in the Calgary 
{Court House. She remarried an has ason Eady 
CCompstone wha Is five years old 

‘Number two son Kevin took part of his schoo 
Ing in Bexville unti 1967 and continued sehooling 
In Calgary. He has been employed on construc 
Won workin and around the ety. After moving fo 
Calgary, Oiva: worked. with the sity for six 
months, "then in February 12, 2968, went fo work 
for’ Western Canadian’ Seed. Processors. of 
Letnbrdge as a lel representative covering 
an area from Crossed to the Montana border 
Iie worked as a field representative for eli 
ears, Te company changed thelr name to Can 
bra Foods Lid, two years ago and gave me 8 
romotionasfetdcoardinator. Now, {travel the 
Whole province and. into Prince. Albert 
Saskatchewan. My jobs looking after &7 gather 
ing points for the ‘company. This is January 
1Sf aT hope this ob set me into retirement ih, 
this company. Also, wish the next generation wl 
Continue fo doa much forthe net history Book, 











ELSON, VERNER, 
Verner Andrew Elson was born May 21,16 
He took als senooling in Revie, He walked 
fhe three miles o setool until Ke got a horse. 
Some mornings the would get out Of going to 
School by scaring his horse off with rocks and 
then teling his parents he couldn't catch his 
horse for some ‘strange reason. Also played 
hooky once in awhile with a friend, Verner Elson 
Was in air cadets while he was atlending school 
He enjoyed such sports as hockey and softball 
He is sil on hs father’s homestead SE 3239 
W5 and also farms another quarter which he 
purchased in 1847 He speat all his Years on the 
Eavm except for 1 when he lived at Alert Ba 
B.C. and Worked at a logging camp at Beaver 
Cove 
11948, ne married Jennie Syren (of Condor, 
Jennle took her schooling” al a country school 
®alled Northup whien was bul! in 1821. She was 
te janitor for'some time and had to keep the od 
pot belly stove fired up with wood. She helped her 
Parents with farm work, She worked at ace 
‘dor so many years that some people started 
calling It Jennies place. Also worked at Hesper® 
Store which included a post office. She missed 
the train one morning and the boss had to rive 
and finaly caught the train at Sylvan Lake to get, 














the mail on it In 1947 she came to work at 
Ecaville Co-op Store and remained there Until 
hor marriage to Verner Elson on April 15, 148 

‘Verner and Jennle began farming together 
ater thelr marrlage. They sed to ralseplgs and 
also used {o milk qulle 2 number of cows, by 
hand, and’ sipped. ezearm unt the ‘ekvile 
Creamery closed its doors. Tete farming now 
Includes grain, hay and beef cattle. You could 
Usually tind Verner and Jennie working togeter 
butts one day Jennie thought she would finish 
Shingling a granary root alone walle Verner 
worked in the field. After Jennie got tothe peak 
bn the granary, she Was seared To come down 
Sand had fo Wall until Verner came so he could 
{ulge her down to the ladder. Even though Jen 
Be herself was a farm gin, Verner found he had 
fe teach her a thing ot two about rolling barbed 
‘wie after he saw her trying tone day. Her sister 
tas standing on one end of the wire mle Jennie 
had the other end and was running around in 





Over the years they made many im 
provements fo the land and buldings: Some of 
teh included getting the power, puting plumb 
Ing in the house whieh saved them some mighty 
hilly rips to the shack out back. Shorty after 
{hey converted the famillar old sauna Into. 8 
Chicken house. ‘They also upgraded their 
machinery from some horse drawa equipment to 
alltractor operated type, 

They have siso changed the appearance of the 
yard by moving old buildings such as the old 
twood shed. Now as you drive by the yard wil 
atch ‘your eve with Its painted fences and 
Sullings and well Kept lawn. Tt means several 
tours of work a week but the new riding lawn 
mower helps lighten the loud 

Jenne used fo raise many chickens. She even 
"alsed trey to pay the hospital bil when thelr 
frst ella, aon, Dwayne, was bora December 5, 
1843, Their second child was a daughter Loree, 
born October 5, 1958. After Dwayne finished his 
Schooling he was draftsman for Calgary Poster 
in Calgary for five years. He martied Shelley 
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Linden (of Calgary) September 3, 1971, Aer tir 
Ing of the elty, they moved fo Caroline and have 
been operating Spruceview Transport since the 
beginning of 1977, They have twe Bris, Leane 
lane Dayna 

Loree graduated from Rekvlle High Shootin 
srl. She worked Ina. cafe and also In the 
drugstore in Eetevile. She was fond of the farm 
Sand shorty after her marriage to. Gene Sears, 
September 22,1878, tuey bought a quarter from 
Reg Whilier’ west of (llby. where they are 
presently living” AS well as farming, Gene also 
bins and operates his own welding business 
‘They have two glels, Katrina and Jul, 

Veraer and Jennie were quite active in curl 
Ing In the 1960 


[ELIUK, WILLIAM AND IRIS 

‘Willam suk was bora at Keleland, Alberta 
{n 108, and in Idee moved with hipfents to 8 
farm in the Pinehil district. In 181 he married 
Is THorlakson from New Centerville, and they 
‘moved to hs farm west of Markervlie 

Ih 1852 Bil was employed by Chester Kas 
but In January, 1957, we took over the U.F.A, Co: 
fap ageney and John Deere dealership, known as 
Ehi's Corner Service, and moved to ckvilie. We 
purchased ihe old Co-op Lumberyard property 
nd In 1995 erected a building, known a Eliuk's 
Farm Supplles Lid. to house the Jenn Deere 
Gesiership, as the UF.A. Co-op building was too 
Small for both businesses. Both bustnestos were 
Expanding and proved to be too mich work for 
br ao we resigned as U.EVA. Co-op agent, 

We sold our farm at Markervlle in 196, and 
purchased the farm north of Eekviie, where we 
ow reside. In 1913, we relinquished the John 
‘Deere dealership. 

‘We have four sons and one daughter. Richard 
(lek) was born fn 1852) In 1802, he marvied 




















Shirley Lave from the Leedale district, and they 
have two boys, Ryan and Colin, They reside it 
(Olds, where Rick is parts manager for Greenline 
Equipment 

"Randy was born in 1954 He is employed with 
Dowell Chemical and lives in Biackdald. 

Marvin was born in 1857 and works In the 
oilfield business. Kevin was born in 198 and Is 
employed by Revelstoke Lumber in ed Deer 
He lives at ome, Mareta was born in 1964 and is 
attending school in Eckvile, 


ENGEN, GLEN FAMILY 

Glen was born in Bentley In May, 193, the 
only sn of Cassius and Mabet Engen, He worked 
with heavy equipment, starting at the age of 14 
years 

Tn December, 1954 Glen married Myrtle 
Hansen. ‘They have. four ehildren’ ‘Kenseth 
JoAnne, Terry and Colleen, 

“JoAnne married Neal nopp of Condor in 
June, 175, They reside on a farm south of Com 
‘or. in 1967 Glen purchased hs first Cat and tl 
‘remains n the constrvetion business. restding 18 
Eckulle, 





[ESKI, JOHN — by Hija Sjoblom 

‘John Eski came from hs nave Finland when 
a very young man. He came frst fo Ihe United 
States, here he worked in various places before 
deciding to come to Canada to homestead We 
Med on a quarter section of land on Blucberty 
Hil, next to is friend, &: Saarela, This was NE 
1840-45, Ho flea on this place about 1910. 

John lived on this place for a numberof years 
and worked out as well He was a hard-working 
fan, and read & lot, taking a real interest It 
World atfais 

‘inthe 1890's John sold his homestead and had 
4 small house just south of Eckvile which he 
®alled home, However being a bachelor, he con 
tinued working’ out. When living tn his’ small 
place here ne did always raise a geod garden, all 
kinds of vegetables, but gave most of them away 
tolls trends and neighbors 

Ue suffered fromm arthritis and passed away 
around 1896 or 1897 


FERGUSON, ALEC — by Loretta Ferguson 

‘Tiny (Alec), son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Ferguson, has always been very active tn 
hockey. Finishing school in 1855, he worked at 
‘the Co-op in Eekville and’ played hockey as a 
goalle with the Fed Deer Monarens, getting @ 
{rophy Tor the most valuable player 

He was married to Loretta Anderson in June, 
18." Foliowing thelr ‘marriage, they moved 
around to several places while Tiny was working 
fon the oll rigs, He was away trom hockey for 





Sout six years, then, when hey setled down in 
Red Deer, he started playing as a goalle, and 
continued’untl 1975. He now coaches the’ Eck 
ville Bagles Hockey Team. 

‘he family took over the old Sestrap grocery 





slore in April of 1971, calling st “Ferguson 
‘Mayfair Foods" They nave continued operate 
‘he store sine that time 

“Tiny and Loretta have four daughters. Cheryl 
was born in Apri, 190, Sandra in June, 1962, 
Usureen in’ March, 1964 and: Dawaa-Lyan in 
December, 1968, 

Tiny fs involved nthe affairs ofthe commun 
ty, belng a member ofthe Lions Club and doing 
‘any valuable things for the arena committee 
He was a director of the committe for several 

sas. He Is quite an avid sherman and Hunter 
‘The biggest fish always gets away! 


ORHAN, OSWALD MICHAEL 

Mr, 0.'Mt Forhan was born in Owen Sound, 
Ontario on January 16, 1577. His father, Michael 
Fochan, Wasa watchmaker, Some ofthe watenes 
fhe made are stl ia the fai 

Oswald Mt. Forhan graduated trom the On 
tarlo Schoo! of Pharmacy (Toronto) in 103. He 
came west with his brother Pett dlarold) 
Fornan in 1803, They setied in the Evarts area 
where they both took out a Romestead. Walle it 
Evarts he bought and operated « general store 
for a numberof years. He later sold this business 
towMr. Jack Robinson. He and hs bother broke 
vigin sod with the help of one ox, one horse, and 
fan axe, While in Evarts he met his future wife, 
‘Annie MeGregor, who came west as ayoung gel 
{and was the second sehool teacher inthe Evarts 
School. Her friend Miss Ada Belle Brown wag the 
‘rst schoolteacher In the Evarts School. They 
came west together trom Nova Seota in 3801 In 
Calgary in Tor, Mfr. Foran was united {0 
marriage fo Miss Annie McGregor, 

At this time Harold Forhan left the 
homestead and took a job with Galts wholesale 
grocery firm In. Calgary. He later moved 10, 
Camrose where he managed a branch wholesale 
‘use for Gals. twas here through a riend, Me 
‘Jack Donleavy, that he met his future wie, 
Estelle MeCaul; whose father J. MeCatl was ¢ 
Dominion Goverament Railway Commissioner, 
Mr. Donleavy was later the CNR station agent at 
Sylvan Lake. 

Harold aid Estelle later returned to Ottawa 
where he established a brick factory whlch he 
Worked af until is death. His wite Bstlle ssi 
living and resides in Ottawa, She was an ardent 
curler In her younger and not so Young years, 

Mrs. Porhan, nee MoGregor, came west at 
the age of Zl years trom her home in New 
Glasgow, Pictou County, Nova Scotta nthe Year 
1901. ‘Her grandfather established the 
Presbyterian Churen in Canada and there {st 
cairn in Nova Scott to perpetuate his memory, 

‘When annie MeGreyor frst came west, she 
‘aught atthe Bennett Sehool east of Olds tn 3804 
she: taught atthe Evaris School, aid. later 
‘moved fo the Melita Sehool on Highway 11, She 
boarded with a Mrs. Warwick later the Loyd 
Wells’ residence west of Benalte. She rove 
Rorseback fo school and in the winter had to get 











to school early as she had to ight the fires so the 
‘shoo! would be warm for the clldren when they 
rived, 

‘ile McGregor born in Nova Scotia in 1880 
vas married to Oswald M. Porhan in 1807. She 
‘od inthe Heke Municipal Hospital January 
15,106, at the age of 88. She was fald to rest in 
‘he Eekuille Cemetery next to her husband who 
predeceased her in 1851 








‘Mr, 0. M, Foshan after selling his store tn 
Bvarts left hls homestead and moved t0 Old 
Eokwille which was situated on what is now the 
Jarvis Onontrvayn farm Just north of present 
‘Bete and fast north ofthe Medicine River. He 
perateda sore here for a couple o years. When 
{he ralroad eame through, he moved to what is 
tow the present site of Bekville and opened 
feneral store. In partnership with Mr- Dan 
Eidusen, After dstolving this partnership, he 
pened a drug store on ihe ste of the present Co 
tp Handhvare Store. "Thls store also housed the 
pst office, He sold the Drug Store to a Mr 
Erogoy ‘and moved to Red Beer in 1816 and 
pened up'av drug store there. He sold this 
bisiness and moved fo Vancouver In 1890, After 
{he stock market crash of 1879, he returned {0 
Ecgville where operated ie old drug store un 
Esti 

‘3945, Mr, Forhan and bis son Thomas built 
what is now the present drug store in he town ot 
Enjville. tr. Forkan was active in the drug 
business unt his passing in 1961 at the age of 74 
Years, Mr. Forhan was active in eommuntty af 
fairs and was instrumental In staring the Orst 
Bosplal in Bekvile in the bulding whichis now 
med by Mr. Roy Saari. Tn the early days, as 
‘well as running the drug store, Mr. Forhan 
bperated a farm northwest of Eekuile where he 
Fhised hogs aad also amink anch- At the peak of 
his operations he had as Tanyas 500 mink, Tt 
Was the second largest mink ranch in Alberta 
Mir. Foran was affectionately known as "doc 
Inthe early days ase looked after thes ofboth 
man and beast as we had go veterinarians {a 
those days and at times the closest doctor was In 
Rea De 








“There were four sons from his marriage to 
Miss Annie MeGregor: Norman ‘McGregor, 
Haro Fiaparick, Thomas Oswald and lt 


ORHAN, THOMAS OSWALD 
"Thomée Oswald was born in Eekuile in 193, 
je moved to Red Deer with his parents al he 
Age of four. Atthe age ot seven his parents again 
‘moved, this me, to Vancouver. Itwas here that 
Thomas took most of hs elementary schooling, 
raduating rom Lord Bing High Schoo! 
‘Thomas was active in athletics and in hs senior 
Year was selected fo tne Vancouver High School 
AllStar Team In English Rugby. Al the age of 17 
he won the Western Canadian Junior Tennis 
Champlonship, After graduating trom igh 
School, he worked In ‘Vancouver for two years 
He refurned to Bekiile fn 1989 and apprenticed 
with his father, Oswald, inthe drug store. After 
"pprenticing for taree years, he atlended the U. 
‘OPA. graduating in Pharmacy in 185). While at 
tending universiy he played with ine University 
bf Alberta Golden Bears and also represented 
the University on the tennis team, after 
kraduating trom the U-of A. be worked in Ea 
anton for one year. He then returned 0 
Eckville and entered the drug business with hs 
father. Dr-F- H. Coppock was the loeal doctor at 
that time 

“Thomas Forhan whos known asthe Pil Doc 
tor Dy many "of nis friends. Is) an. ardent 
Sportsman and quite active 1 community. af 
{aise also enjoyed hunting, tang and cut 
in 

in 1955, he represented Rckuile for Zone 18 in 
the Northern Betish Consals Culing Pleydowns 
‘which was held in Edmonton, Playing with him 
‘was Robert Kraft, Don MeDonalé! and’ Red 
‘Meandrew. 

‘While working with his father, he held the 
position of secretary forthe village He later was 
lected to eoanell where he served for 12 Years, 
Six of these as tte mayor: He was also the frst 
Secretary of the Eekvlle and District Savings 
and Credit Unlon and later served as the chat 
man ofthe Credit Committe serving tis nstity 
tion for 18 yeurs. During these years he kept busy 
Inathetics, narnely baseball, hoekey and tennis 

ind. as an honorary member of the Eckille 
Canadan' Legion he served as, Athletic Co 
brdinator for that organtzation forfour years. He 
Wasa charter member and past president of the 
Eckl Lions Cub having fetired from the el 
after 25 years of service. He s past president ot 
the Eekville Curling Club as well as belng the 
Lirst president of the ekville Minor Hockey 
Association, He was also active as a hockey 
layer in his Younger years and was a catcher 
for the Eekvile Senior Men's Baseball Team 
Which won many laurels around Central Alberta 
While eatehing for Bekville, he played with the 
Central Alberta Al Stars who played many tour 
Ing US. basevail teams. The most notable being 























the colored house of door 6, Most of these games 
Were played at Syivan Lake, When the new arena 
Was Dull! ne coached many minor hockey teas 
fs'well asa one year stint withthe senior hockey 

‘Aer retiring from hockey and baseball as an 
active. player he refereed for all classes of 
Hockey and’ was) well known around. Central 
Alberia asa baseball umpire. When baseball, 
‘ied out, he coached and umpired both for the 
‘men's as well asthe ladies taetoll fears. He's 
Bll active in these pastimes. At presente stl 
operates the drug store tn Bekville ands a 
‘member ofthe Board of Directors the Eekvile 
‘Munlelpal Hospital. 

‘Mr. Thomas Oswald Forhan was married to 
Helen Dorothy Totvanen on August 12,198 and 
they have one daughter and two tons. Brenda 
‘Ane, Randolph Thomas and James Peter. Bren 
{1 Abe was boon n Eckevile on Jenuaty 3,190 
She went te school in Eekvile, Red Deck and 

lancouver. She was united ia marriage to Ger" 
Galenzoski on September 1, 1914. Gerry 1S 
femployed In the tdenlfication division of the 
RCMP and is stationed in Rea Deer. They have 
two children Michelle Lelgh aged three years 
{and Christopher Jon aged one 

Randolph ‘Thomas Forhan was born in 
Eekville on Noveraber 16, 1951, and attended 
School In Eekvile from Grade 1610, He tnished 
Grade 1 and 12 at Lindsay Thurber High School 
In Rea Deer. He played football for the Red Deer 
Raiders. Afier graduating from high school, he 
played football with the Red Deer Jusior 
Packers and enrolled at the Red Deer College, 
While playing a football game against Sdmon 
ton, he sufered torn ligaments fo his right knee 
Which necessitated surgery. ‘This Injury ended 
hs football eareer and also college fr that year 
Randy isan avid sportsman and enjoys hunting 
and fishing and plays some fastball although he 
{shampered somewhat by hs knee injury. He's 
presently living In Eexvile and is emplayed by 
Cactus Dring Co. In November, 19%, he was 
flected to the counel ofthe Tow of Eekvile 

“James Petes Forhan was born in Eekville on 
Ociober 22, 180, He played for the Lacombe 
Bantam Baseball Team when they hosted the 
Western Canadian Bantam Championships. He 
pitched and played third base. They won the 
Bronze medal in the plavotts, He also played 
foal for the Eckvlle Midget Hockey Teant in 
it, They ware second inthe Provincial Finals 
losing out to Sherwood Park tHe enjoy playing 
fennis and) badminton and. pitekes for the 
Eckville Senior Men's Fastbal Team, James Is 
presently ving at home staking Grade dat the 
eile Seator High Schoo! 














FORHAN, ALAN FRANCIS 

{Alan Francis Forhan, youngest son of Oswald 
and Ann Foran was born February 5,192), in 
Vancouver, BC. 





Attended Public Schoo! in Dunbar Heights, 
Vancouver 1890-22 

‘Moved to Bekvill, Alberta 198 

bi — Public and nigh school in Eckevile, 
Alberta 

342 — High sehool n Rea Deer, alberta, 

3913.45 — nllsted in the RCAF, and 
stationed tn ‘Toronto, Ontario and Souris and 
Rivers, Manitoba 

1846 — Attended high sehool refresher course 
In Calgary, Alberta 

187-49 — University of Alberta, Edmonton, 
and graduated as a Pharmacist in i 

“150 ~ Joined Schering Corporation of Mon 





treal as Pharmaceutical Sales Representative 
for Alberta, ving In Calgary 

i85152'— “Moved to Edmonton in same 
capacity 


B63 February moved to Toronto area as 
Representative and promoted. 

{ssi Promoted s Regional Sales Manager 
for Ontarc, Travelled all Ontario from Windsor 
{nthe south fo Rmmine tn the north 

159 Married i Ota the former Mriiyn 
Mette, tober 1b, Resided In Torente are 

"68 Firet Regional Manager with Sebering 
corp to do Sl lion in"sales In his we 
terror. 

1938 Infant daughter Stephanie was bora 
and deceased. Borm September Ts and deceased 
November 2 

958 Flest som Mark Alan born in Sear 
vorough, Feb. 35 

1889 ~"Daighier, Alison Mary bor in Sea. 
orough, March 

18) Moved to Ottawa and purchased 
Hove's Drug Store. 

1982 ‘Daughter Laurie Ann was bor in Ot 
tava daly 2, 

Tm ihe intervening years, the whole family 
have worked thelr share it Keeping Fortin’ 
Pharmacy Lid. of Ottawa & going concern, At 
present in 197%) Mane ie" atending ‘Guelph 
University working towards a Selence Deere, 
Alson Is resenty attending Seneea College 
‘ego epee in Contig Laue a 
tending Contederation High Sehool taking te 
‘Academe Level Course: Bresentiy at) Alan 
is president and owner of Forhat's Pharmacy 
Tite, 169 Bane Steet, Ottawa, Ontert 








FORHAN, HAROLD FITZPATRICK 

Harold Pltzpairiek Forhan. was born in 
Eckl in 1811 took my schooling in Bekle, 
Red Deer, and Vancouver. After graduating 
from high school, T went into the feal estate 
business in Vancouver, 

‘In 832, returned fo Eekulle where I worked 
for my tather on the farm. Talso opened the ist 
gg’ grading station in Eckel. fn those day, 
tur main market for eggs was Nordegy which 
Was a thriving coal mining town 

“in 140, 1returned to Vancouver and my fist 
love whieh vas building and real estate, 





In 1850, 1 was united in marriage to Theresa 
MeDanlel! We have three children, Dlchael, 
Norman, and Maureen; all residing in Van- 


ORHAN, NORMAN McGREGOR 

Norman McGregor Forhan was born in 
bpvarts, Aberta, in 1908. My frst schooling was 
fn Beka” At fat lime the school was on the 
‘Turmer farm aorth ofthe present site of Ekle 
‘Wead to waik to school which was about a ralle 
from the village, When T'was atte elder. my 
father sent me fo the convent in Red Dee fr 
farther schooling, When my Tater moved to Red 
ocr in 188, Yattended public sehoot there unt 
‘te moved to Vaneouver'in 1820 where I finished 
ny schooling 

[Afer leaving school, my first job was inthe 
‘Stork Brokers Exchange. After the sock market 
‘rash of im, I returned to Eekville with my 
father and have resided here ever since with the 
‘exception of a couple of years when 1 Took a [od 
‘eth Consolldated Mining and Smelting Co, inthe 
NWT. Afler returning rom the north, my 
father and I started @ mink ranch. At one lime, 
Wwe had as many’ as 00 minks whteh was the 
Sceond largest ranch in Alberta. When the mar 
Ket dropped out of the fur business, we sold ut 
A511 was no longer a viable operation. 

In the Iba’, Lasssted my father i the drug 
store. These years were known asthe drty 30's 
because ofthe hard mes. In those days we Nad 
tobe jack ofall trades, We made many calls to 
tutist the farmers with thelr veterinary 
problems. The most nolable belng injections for 
ml fever and inoculating for black eg. We also 
fumigated many farm homes for bed bugs as 
they were common pest in the days of the 
harvest erews who moved around the country in 
the fall of the year. 

another pastime I had was going out on calls 
with Dr. Claxton, On offer oceasions he would 
Call me to assist hm fo set broken bones 

a le, T was united in marriage to Atfeen 
Langer. We opened a ladies’ ana men's ready t0 
sweat store. Our first location Was In the old 
Urugstore budlaing. We later bullt our own store 
rent tothe drug sore, Ths business was know 
43s Fomhan's Ready to Wear whieh we operated 
ior over 30 years, We retired in 1973 and sold the 
business to Mr. CL Pitkenen 

Tm December of 1976, my wife, Alfeen passed 
way and vas laid fo rest in the Eexvile 
cemetery. 








FULTON, VIVIAN AND EILEEN 

‘Vitan and Been Fullon were raised in the 
Minburn area of Alberta They eame fo Eckvile 
In igis ~ Vivian in the spring, o work in the 
Dank, and Elleen inthe fallto goto senool. Elleen 
‘Eradaled fom Grade in tband then went to 
Svivan Lake to work in the bank. She was 
TPansferred fo Banff, and ater to Calgary, where 
She Is sill) employed. She married Gus 


Beauchamp, and. they have one son, who is 
married and als ives in Calgary 

“Vivian worked fn te Eekvile Bank unl the 
fall of 1845, and then was transferred to Sylvan 
ake and later to Calgary, While in Calgary she 
Siugied toe a school teacher and went to teach 
in'the Vermilion area. ‘Tere she met and 
‘married Fvank Parkash They lveon afarm and 
have ralsed seven children, 


WHAT BCKVILLE MEANS TO DR. AND MES. 
‘GIBSON AND FAMILY 

‘Bekrile held lt of srsts for us— twas our 
first home — we were marsied on June 2, 1983, 
‘and maved ino the old Mottus Rouse on Jal 7 

Epkvile was Gordon's first practice and after 
‘he untimely passing of Dr, Coppoek he found it 
tone a very grave responabilty. Dr. Coppock 


‘was a hard man to follow and i ook afew years 
Tocstablish the trust and confidence necessary to 
bea good doctor 





After @ year inthe Mottus house we bullt our 
‘own nome, bought our first ear, and had our fest 
fgarden, Gordon even had his frst taste af ples 
there when he became mayor. Was during this 
time thatthe weter tower wae bull andi as a 
eal thr to have had a part in ths vital step in 
the community 

‘Our three lovely children got thelr start inte 
in Bekville. Davia had two years of setoollig 
there and al three nave many happy memories 
of thelr ehlldnood there, 

All im all, Eekville, has had a very special 
place in our ives and we will alway’ Value the 
Experience and the many lovely” tends We 
fled in the 12 years we were ving there, 





THE R. B. (BOB) GISH FAMILY 

Bob Gish, with wife, Lilia, was transferred 
to Fekulle from Delburne inte spring of 1990s 
the new manager ofthe Atlas Lumber Company 
‘They had two daughters, Dorothy, seven and 


Sylvia, three” years of age. Thele first son, 
ober, was bora at ome, in Zekville, a August 
of that year, and son Norman in October, 1035, 

Bob became very active in the community 
and served as secretary treasurer of fun coun 
eilfor some years and was chairman ofthe frst 
hospital board. He was very Interested tn the 
sports activites of the town and served as a 
ember ofthe annual sports day committee as 
Special promotor on local baseball and tennis 
Tournaments Bob was also an active member on 
the committee to bull the first covered curling 
Fink which housed two sheets of ee, Bots he and 
Lilian were active curlers and partleipated in 
the ladies, men’s and mixed curling teams and 
Donspiets 

“The whole family was Involved inthe church 
Ife of the town, with services being held fn the 
lille old schoolhouse. Bab was superintendent of 
{he Sunday School for many years and was in 
‘ducted as an Flder in the Presbyterian church, 
Lillian was an active member tn the Women's 
‘Missionary Group and served as president ofthe 
ladles" ald. Dorothy taught Sunday Sehoot and 
later was pianist for the evening edUreh ser 
lees, Bob’ and Dorothy” were Hnstrumental tn 
forming a smal eholr, that would perform on 
special occasions atthe services in Bekville and 
In'Hespero. Sylvia soon was of an age fo become 
a: member of the holt and to teach Sunday 
School, Both Doratay and Syivia were members 
of C.G1LT. groups and then Decame leaders 

Doroihy ‘Worked In the Imperial Bani in 
Sylvan Lake and Eekvile ater high school, and 
then moved to Calgary, where she Was matried 
In Apri, 1917 Syivia worked tn the ofice of the 
Alas Lumber Company and was ‘married in 
Bekvile in August, Tost 
ngizarle Robert and Norman were grow 
ing up, going’to school and taking part tn the 
sal hockey and baseball activities 

‘Bob was moved to Red Deer in the fall of 1647 
{o manage the Joan's Hardware Store, whieh 
had been purenased by his company and was 
then called Builders Hardware Store 

lan and Bob Gish are now retired and live 
In Kelowna, B.C. Dorothy and husband, Douglas 
Hawkes live in Calgary, They have a famaly of 
five sons, three daughters.inlaw and. two 
grandchildren, Doug. is @ real esiale agent, 
Sylvia and husband, Ray Lawson, live ned 
Deer, Ray’ took hs high schol in Eekvilie ands 
‘ow hospital administrator at Michener Centre 
The Lawsons have two sons, a daughter, (Wo 
aughtersin-iaw and a grandetid. Robert 2 
School teacher, and Norman, chairman of the 
B.C."Pnergy. Commision, live in Vancouver. 
‘They are both married and Robert has one 9h 
and Norman has two sons and one daughter 

















GOARD, BLANCIE O1cFAUL) 

‘Blancne Goard, daughter of James and Elta 
MeFaul, came {0 Red Deer, NWT. from 
‘Michizai, U.S.A. In 101, She worked fn the post 
office in Red Deer before her marriage to WJ 
Goara. 

Mr. Goard and his brother owned and 
‘operated a Jewellery store, whlen they later sold 
ott to HH, Huber 

‘After Will and ‘Blanche were marvied they 
also went Homesteading West ofthe present town 
‘at Beko on the SW 2038-405. Tey soon found 
ut that this was not the life for them, 

They gave up the homestead in favour of Paul 
Pykett, who vas married to Doteas Brown. Her 
parents had come from the United States with 
fhe MeWauls and Matchett, the three families 
‘Were very’ lose fiends 

‘Blanche and Will moved to Vancouver where 
hhe went into business again. ‘Thetr three 
children, Staniey, Honald and Alberta were boon 
here. ‘Will passed. away ‘several years age, 
Blanche lives in Nanaimo with her sister 
‘Maule, 








GRANT, REVEREND ED. A. 

"lovefend a. A. Grant ovas the Presbyterian 
minister In the area west of Sylvan Lake in 1810 
4nd 11. ‘Previously, he had served with his 
Wite, as a missionary in ttvderbad City, South tn 
fia tev. Grant held services at Diamond Valley 
‘ovlee monty at acm; twice monthly at Pit 
fenx at 3 pm. twice monihly at Eekvile at 1:3 
‘am,j and at Marlanne every Sunday at 7:30pm, 
In late 1911 Rev. Grant moved on to Caribou 
Creek, near Calgary 











‘THE GUSTAVSON FAMILY 

(Charlie Gustavson arrived in Quebec trom 
‘Sweden on July 20, 118. He was bora September 
17,1881 near Goteborg, Sweden, Hs father was a 
Sor and his mother raised the family om & 
Small farm. Opportunities for schooling were 
‘ery limited, and atthe tender age of eight Years 
he worked very hard forthe local minister 

After spending a compulsary two-year stint ia 
te Swedish navy he decided to do as so many 
others — to come. and find his fortune Tt 
America. For atime he worked in'a savinl at 
Chavaygan, stlehigan, inthe US.A, Itwas while 
he washere that he met John Lundberg, who was 
{o become his lifelong ‘riend. Together. they 
later went 10 saw mills near Portiang, Oregon, 
White'nere they saw an advertisement for 
homestead land in Alberta, which sounded Uke 
the answer toa dream, Free land! Fare was one 
ccent per lle, or 8i2 to Welaskawin. They. 
Geciaed to come and “own your own piece ct 
tana” 

CCharlle and John arsived in Alberta in March 
‘of 1805. It did indeed look promalsing with some 
farmers already in the fields, However, In 1905 
Winter arrived on October first and lasted unt 
May," 1907." Many of the horesteaders at 































































this time were not prepared for such severe 
‘weather and many cattle starved to death, even 
‘hough old straw roofs were dlsmanted for feed, 
CCharle and John fad no livestock t0 teed, bul 
feven they found the weather a test for thelr 
‘courage: 

‘Atler looking over homestead land near 
‘Camrose they delded thatthe open praire land, 
with few trees, was not to thelr liking. They 
Telurned to Lacombe, and later Charlie 
homesteaded near Gull Lake and John near 
Lneihart. Years of brush cutting, bullding a log 
House, walking over bush tralis fo Lacombe for 
Supplies, even working on the ralltoad to earn a 
litte cash, passed siosry. Potatoes were planted 
Where brish piles had been burned. fair erp 
Fesulted. Fish and wld life provided the main 
part of thelr ivellnood. Later, ater acquiring 
Forses and oxen, they contracted land breaking 
wrth a {eam of horses in the lea, fllowea by a 
{eam of oxen, and a breaking plow. In this way 
‘many acres hed their fist furtow turned 

‘Alter proving up thelr Homesteads they 
decided t sell thetr land and move to the Heda 
ling town of Eckvile. The railroad had just 
cently been bul and @ new town was fn The 
imaking. John Lundberg fook over te loeat hotel 
Sand in 1913 Charlie but a large livery stable. I 
ceuplea the lot between the present Co-op store 
Ghd Bekville Motors, He ‘operated a dray 
Business, hauling from the C.P-R. as well asthe 
CAR, Ie proved to be hard work, especally 
When he would tue @ bundred pond sack of 
Hour under each arm, and carry them to an up 
Stal storage room, 

‘AS Well asthe day business, he oper 
livery. He was justly proud of hi matched team 
of sorrels. Faany, a small Indian Pony, and 
Maudie, her daughter, made a very fast team 
and bad the endurance only the lite wild ponies 
possessed, Travellers were taen Inthe hgh top 
Doggy to Red Deer, Leslieville, Markervli, of 
“wherever” On acéasion he drove the RC... 
constable fo ea out hi dulles, Several times, 
shen the assignment proved atfeuit, Charle 
‘rould be deputized. It was always his fear that 
he might be called on to use force —~ something 
Gull forelgn to his gentle nature. He kept ths 
Special feat of horses until they paseed on, when 
ie very carefully buried his old “friends 

‘Times were changing! In 181¢ Charlle bought 
one ofthe frst Model Tears, Now his passengers 
ould side fn fusury. The reads meandered from 
fe hlltop'to the next, trying. to. avold the 
freacherots muskeg it the car mired. down I 
‘meant getting out and tolsting the back end over 
{ovtrmer ground, Oecaslonally this would prove 
Impossibi, 30 4 fear sas red from a near-by 
farmer to pull the ear out twas even rumored 
‘hat some’ of these fellows worked very hard 
hauling water to Keep the hole impassable. The 
Model'T proved temperamental, too, Ifthe gas 
tank seas below hall ull and a steep hill ras en 
ountered It meant backing up the hill because 














‘the gas was gravity fed so didn't reach the motor 
otherwise 

‘Om April 7, 1915 Charlie married a long-time 
irl friend, Gerda Anderson. Gerda was bora 
fear Stromsted, Sweden on July 25, 1853. She 
‘made the ong tip to Ameriea alone, wondering 
‘What this ew Ife, new language, new country 
‘ould be ike A shy. retiring person, very fond of 
hRandwork, and-gardening, she made a. good 
home for her family. Shorily after she arrived 
They made the hazardous tip to. Bandt in the 
‘Model TT proved to be qute a trp, but an en 
Jovable one 

‘On Seplember 13, 1917, a son, Gilbert, was 
‘born and ive. years later, on May’ 1, 1922, 8 
daughter, Agnes, was born 

‘Buring the war years, farming looked much 
better, withthe Increase in grain and livestock 
prices. In 1918 the livery stable was sold to John, 
Kemila, who converted it into a garage. During 
the following years this bullding enanged hands 
feveral times — to Fred Isagesony the Co-op 
‘Association, and finally to Sherba Brothers, who 
Ist tt by tte 

"For a time Charlie and family ved on the 
half section north of Eek, then known as the 
‘Shenton pace, later as Lenny’ Kingseps, and now 
as Bill Elulk’s, Ths same land boasted a ving 
fet, too. Meantime, Charlie was slowly clearing 
‘ees from his own quarter section of choo! land, 
SA SSSTSNS aS well as farming Me ened 













He built a log house and moved to thelr now 
home in 18%, These were hard years withthe 
epression soon upon them. ‘Prices fell with 
‘Wheat at 24 cents a bushel; barley brought six fo 
‘ight cents a bushel and oats brought five cents, 
Aigood cow sod for 0 and = 28-pound hog for 
S150" After carefully dressing a large number of 
Turkeys they took ther To town to a buyer, Who 
Sorted them Info two plles. Fer one pile be 


ctfered two cents pound, and forthe other pile 
the offer was tree eens. Charlie loked at him 
And sald "You'll give me aothing™, and pramplly 
took his turkeys Back home. That winter canned 
Trkey was often the menu 

Tn spite of the depression, thls area didn't su. 
ter from the drought plaguing the prairies. Crops 
dnd garden stuff was plentiful. Wheat was taken 

Toca flour mill and returned as flour, 
ets, bran, ete. Inthe fall several boxcar 
Joads of vegetaties were shipped out to the lest 
fortunate people on the prairies. 

Soclalsy card games and visiting helped to 
pass the time away, and wood saving bees or 
Butlaing bees — even grain-auling bees ~ got 
elghbars together to help each olher and atthe 
Same time do some visiting. It was during the 
depression years that so many nev folks moved 
{o this arey starved or blown out of tele prairie 
Homes. Many of these neweomers: were 
Fecipients of food trom Charl and Gerda’s 
meager larder, 

Charlie was a Wheat Poot and Co-op 
shareholder. He spent many years on the local 
Schoo! board, with is attending headaches, ty 
ing Yo finance It with ite 0 40.00, 

Following. lingering liiness, Gerda passed 
sway in Apri, 112, Agnes stayed with her dad 
tnt! ner marriage to Fred Sundberg of Seattle 
fan May" 21, 195. After several lonely” years 
Charile mafried Albertina Boain, trom Provost, 
In IT, She passed away in 1954 

In 185, being in falling health, Charlie moved 
toa small house in Gilbert's yard where he spent 
his remaining years, He owned a small Prefect, 
Which allowed him to inspect crops and 10 0 
Visiting in the neighborhood. He spent many 
hours In carving slling ships as he remembered 
them from nis fong-ago saling days. They were 
fexqulsite works, complete with delicate rigzing, 
favable steering, and other detalls. Many Of Mis 
Fflends are proud owners ofthese lovely momen: 

"A very quiet softspoken person, Chale read 
widely and took a immense Interest nloeal and 
Public affairs. He passed away on December Tl, 
186, leaving behind a host ef frlends, one of 
Whom, Mr. J. ML MeDonald, wrote ot him, "He 
Was a great man who never entertained «small 
tought” 


GILBERT GUSTAVSON FAMILY 

Gilbert Gustavson attended school in 
Bekville, Walking, horseback, and. bleycle 
provided his means’ of geting to school, On Oc- 
{ober 2%, 1988 he married Tva Lewis. iva was 
born and ralsed at Laverna, Saskatehewan, She 
Completed her schooling there and worked for'8 
Sumber of wears in the Post Office, She arrived 
Here in 1839 join her family who had previously 
ome to Alberta 

“Guibert and iva have two children, Gerald 
(Gerry), born June 10, 18 and Marilyn, born 
Mareh so, 1913. As wiih all others growing’ up 


























uring these years, they have known hard work 
and Tearaed to get along with what was 
Avaliable. A herd of calle, plgs, and a flock of 
faying hens Kept everyone busy. Eggs for 
hatching were sold for a number ot years. As 
times improved the cattle and ebiekens gave 
way to modern hog baras. 

‘After finishing a course at Olds Agricultural 
College Gerry and his father formed a 
partnership. Between them they farm six 
{quarters of land and grain farming isthe mal 
Say’ of the operation 

‘lbert spent ine years on the Creait Union 
Board of Directors and siso was a member of the 
Eekville Livestock Board for quite some time, 
Heisamember ofthe Wheat Pool, the Co-op, and 
the Fish and Game Association. He Is an avid 
fisherman and hunter, and loves the west moun 
tain county 

Tia is charter member of the Country 
dies Ald: She Is also active in the Handicrait 
GGutlg, where she has held an execttive and 
eaching position. She enjoys gardening, 
‘eedlepait, pottery and lapidary. She has beet 
islet convener for the ‘Cancer Canvas for 














GERALD Gustavson 

‘On October 25, 1987 Gerald and Elste Kirke 
were married. Fsie was bora in Nigeria where 
her parents were missionaries. She obtained her 
sehooling In Nigeria and in Canada. She is a 
egistered nurse, having graduated. trom 
Calgary General Hospital. They have tare sons. 
Jet was barn on December i, Isit; Wesley on 
December 23, 1972: and. Andrew on March 22, 
a 

‘Gerry has been on the Co-op Board of Direc 
tors and is presen serving at president. He i 
an active: ouldeors man, enjoying fishing and 
hunting. He also enjoys working in hs shop, es 
pecially with his metal the, 

sie Works hard ‘with Hospital Auxiliary, 
Country Ladies Ald, and her Church work and 
activites in the Handleraft Gulla keep her qulte 


‘THE HAAPALA FAMILY — by Vivian Bunch 

My father, Matt Haapala, was not one ofthe 
early planeers ofthe Feuille District. tas not 
‘null 1941 that he moved from: Manyberres, 
Alberta, bringing with him a large family After 
‘many dry years on the pralrie he decided to 
follow his former “Finnish neighbors othe 
Bekvitle area. waich indeed, was greener 
pastures tous, He was able torent lan from ME 
MeDonaid and Mr. Marshall, of Fekville whlch 
Was situated west of Bekele, just next to Aled 
Molander's 

Moving, itsel, was a major undertaking for 
us. My mother had passed away in 1885 and the 
{wo elder girls, Esther and. Migian, were 
married. My oldest brother, Relno, remained in 
Manyberries to farm for'that summer, and 








George was working in Saskatchewan, so that 
lett family at nine to move. My brothers, Arnie 
and Albert, came by train slong with the cattle 
nd machinery. Dad drove the 400 miles (n'a 
Model t Fora truck with the chickens in a box in 
the back! The late Mr. Jack Macky was 200d 
nought offer fo come and get the rest of us, We 
‘ade quite a car full with Dora, Pearl, Grace, 
Vivian, Dorothy, Wilied ana Vernon and 
felend, Vivian Kakcinen, as well as the driver 
Needless to say, Itmust have been avery tviag 
trp for tim, and to this day Tfeel much gratitude 
Toward him and his wife, Hulda, who fs now a 
Fesldent of the Manor House In Eckvite for all 
the help they gave us, 

"To de kids our new home was splendid. The 
‘outside walls of the house were brown weathered 
Siding that had never seen paint, but we were 
Used fo that. The interior was bright and cozy. Ot 
urse there Was no eletriclty, phone 9: plum 
ing. How we loved the trees, attr lving'on the 
bald prairie! Tae Horseguard Raver ran back of 
{he and, and we'd walk through the Muge spruce 
{Gees fo have plentes by the river and to skate in 
(he wintertime, 








(Our crop was good that year and I ean recall 
ry dad saving tnat he made more from his share 
Gf the crop that year than he hed made tn the 
past 0 years onthe prairie, He was very happy 
[h this new area, going fishing in the nearby 
lakes, plcking blueberries with us, and visting 
friends. Our home was such a hospitable place, 
everyone was welcome, and we have many 
ondertu memories of our daa ana the goodie 

Staring ata new schoo! that fal was another 
hurdle for us kids. To top I off, dad had sold the 
Model Tio a stranger, who offered to give Us a 
"ide to school In ft before he took it home. We 
greed fo go It he'd let us off up town and we'd 
‘Walk fo the school, When we arrived In fo¥m he 
Taughingly drove right up main street and upto 
the school, where we all Jumped out with red 
fees, much fo the amusement ofall watching! 
‘Two years later the school burned and we then 





hd classes nthe hall. Mr. Bil Davidson was our 
teacher then 

"Among ater new experiences we had were 
the signt of Indlans traveling and carping just 
‘one mile away from our buldings. They would 
fften come and ask for vegetables or otter 
{hings, and we soon lost our fear of ther. As far 
as Tean remember, they never caused any 1r0u 
ble for us 

‘My dad had marcied again in 194, His bride 
was Biss Emily Hill of Eekvile. He bought a 
{arm at Withrow and Relno, and later Albert and 
‘Vernon, went to help hm there. Arale rented the 
‘Meee farm at Beato and we moved with firm 
‘as we couldn't get to school fsom Withrow due fo 
oor tonds. This ended the chapter of our te 
Rear Eexle 

‘George Was In the Army and dia’t gt home 
unt he end of 105, He was followed by hs war 
bride: the following summer. The family Is 
Stattered around now, with only” few of US 
‘emaining in this area, My father passed away in 
Maren, 198), and 1s. buried ithe Eekvile 
cemetery. My step-mother, Emily, stil ives 
‘with her sister, Mrs. Glen Hare, i Dunean, B.C 
Amie lives st Lucky Lake,” Saskatenewan, 
Wiltred at Dunblane,” Dorothy at Hawarden, 
Pearl near Rocanvilic, ll in Saskatchewan, 
Grace ives at Surrey, B.C, George in Menahga, 
Minnesota, U.S.A. Vivian near Leslievile, 
Alberta, and Dora, Heine and Albert and Vernon, 
living near Bekvae 








‘THE LEONARD HAGLUND FAMILY — by 
Sadie Hagtand 

‘Our Lamlly arrived in Eekville during the 
spring of 1971 to operate the Alberta Wheat Pool 
levator. We came from a semall town named 
Hythe, located in the Peace River country about 
4 mies from exile, 

‘Len was born in Broadview, Saskatchewan, 
the on of ohn and Helen Haglind In his early 
ellghood he moved with his family toa farm in 
the Beaverlodge area of Alberta, Here he 
recelved his edueation. After working at odd Jobs 
{ora period of time Len went to Grande Prairie 
and enlisted in the Regina Rifle Regiment in 
8. He took hls baste training in Camrose and 

algary, then was sen overseas that same year 
He saw action n Holland, France and Germany”, 
before being discharged in June, 1948, 

‘After hls discharge {rom the Army, Len 
started working forthe Alberta Wheat Pool, Dur 
{ng his time of employenent with the Poo he has 
been located at Sexsmith, Wembley and Hythe 
Before to Bekyile in 1971 Leonard was one ofthe 
8 Wheat Pool managers in Alberta who handled 
4 milion bushels of grain during the 18761977 
frop year. It is the frst time Len had ht the 
‘milion bushel mark, and this achleversent sets a 
ecord for any wheat pool elevator in eke 
Entry into the mlion-Dusbel club clneldes with 
fa quarter century of Wheat Pool employment {oF 
Een In January of 1917 Len was presented witha 











fold watch in recognition of his 25 years of ser 
‘ice with the Alberta Wheat Poot and ill be 
urther Ronared by the Wheat Pool later in 197 

Ththe communities where we have lived Len 
has worked with a number of youth groups, in 
luging the Gly 414 Club, He va member ofthe 
United’ Chureh, Mason’ Lodge, Order of the 
Eastern Star, the Reval Canadian Legion and the 
Fish and Game Association. He enjoys gelling, 
curling, ishing and nunting, 

1, Sadie Haglund, was born In Hythe, the 
‘daghter of Walter and Thora Tanchike {was 
Falsed inthis area, and reeelved my edveation it 
{he local schools and in the MeTavish Business 
College in Edmonton. For several years 1 
worked as a school supervisor, in the Grande 
Prarie School Division Oitie, the Hythe Post 
Otilce, Sambrooke Insurance Ageney in Eekvile 
land a the Eekville Junior Senor High Schoo! 4s 
teachers’ ald. T ave helped wlth the United 
Church Sunday Senool, with gris groups, Order 
of the Bastern Star, the Ladies Aunilary st 
Hythe ana the Handicraft Gua. 

‘On July 20, 1851 T was united in marriage to 
Leonard A. Haglund. After our marriage we 
lived for aime’ on the family farm south of 
Beaverlodge, before moving to Hythe. 

“Maureen our only ena, was born at Hythe on 
August 26,1959. Here she wae raised. and 
Fecelved her education, except for one year of 
high school a Beaverlodge and two years at the 
Eekville High School, from Which she graduated 
in o73. Walle in gh school she enjoyed and par 
Helpated in school spor, and was a member of 
the Hekville Yearbook Salt. Since furnishing 
high school Maureen has been employed in Red 
Deer 














WALL, THELMA, 

1, Tnelma Hall (Baclund) was born at Lover 
na, Siskatehewan in 1918 1 ved there for 13 
Years and wet to school at Antelope, 111981 my 
Barents two sisters and 1 moved 0 the Beeville 
fisteiet, Cattended school there tl we moved to 
‘Evarts in 1889 where T Balshed my Grade 8. 1 
‘went fo Work for the Stewarts In the store and 
Dost office and was there fl 1940 

Tn ii Dame to Work at {he od hospital in 
ekville for Dr. Coppack. Mls Coates and Mist 
Snow were the nurses here. It was interesting 
Work but sometimes really heetie when tere 
Would be more patients than beds.and.we 
Wouldn't know where fo put them, ‘Then there 
was the time the bathroom upstairs fleeded and 
Water ran all over the floor. Mies Coates and T 
‘mapped for an hour geting it dried up. 

‘One Christmas we were invited to the doctor's 
house for supper. The doctor altvay’s liked his 
Christmas cheer and he had plenty hat day But 
was supposed fo carve the turkey. However, te 
Kafe sormenow slipped and s0 aid the turkey 
Fight onthe floor bat the doctor just scooped tp 
‘and went on carving. 

‘We had lots of goed times there and sad times 








too, when someone would pass away’, We got to 
EEngw everyone so well twas jst like fan 

married Erale Bevlund in 134 and we have 
lived around the area except for three Yeats in 
Rea Deer. We came To our present ome in 1951 
find have lived here ever since, 

‘We nave four boys and one girl. They went to 
school at Leslieville and David Thompson High 
through Grade 12 Bruce went 10 Red. Deer 
College one year, then Joined city police In 
Calgary. He was there for nine years. He has 
Fesigned now and has gone farming at Sprit 
River. He is married to Carol Midgiestead of 
Grande Praire and they have two girs. 

‘oer! went fo U of A and took Agriculture, 
He has been working for five years for Energy 
and Natural Resources in the Beace River cou 
try. He married Ariene Eltorn of Wanam and 
they have one son and one daughter, 

Douglas weat to Uot A and took Agriculture. 
He was witn Farm Credit Conporation for four 
years at Fairview, Grande Pratrie and St. Paul 
Now tie is in Regina, Saskatehewan with the 
Bank of Commerce, a farm loan otter. He 
married Dana Fleming of Holden and hey have 

‘Dale went to Olds College for two years and 
row Is land assessor with Munlelpal Affairs at 
Hann. 

‘Shaion wont to U of A and took Agriculture, 
Ste is now ereit advisor with Farm Credit Cor 
poration in Letabeidge 








HALLGREN, AL AND JOYCE 

‘Al and Joyce Hallgren and farally moved to 
Belvlle in February, 1963. Al was then sel. 
femploved as a tank trucker, hauling crude 0 
Sand water for dling and servicing el! and gas 
Wells in the Eekville area, Eevile was a 
Beehive’ of activity in the olfild at that time, 
Raving roughly 3 bg ris drilling at one time. 

‘Aland Jove had previously lived in Red Deer 
and Sylvan Lake where Al owned and operated & 
ravel truck: Before this, Al was employed in & 
"doodlebugging’ or, in “plainer words, 
selsmograph exploration, from 189) 101985. In 
161, he lgged up hs firs anktruek and went to 
‘work at Waltecourt, Alberta, He soon returned 10, 
‘work out of Syivan Lake, where they lived atthe 
lime. They lived in various areas wile hauling 
Water for a big rig before moving fo Bckville 

‘When they first moved to Bekele, they lived 
in 2 moblle home in Covlin's trailer court for 
three years. Tey then bought the Gust Nygaard 
house in Eckville where they lived nti July of 
A973, They moved tothe new house they bullt on 
the ski-doo hl, one and a half miles northwest of 
town. This hil So we have been told, was called 
the Last Hill by the Indlans who roamed this 
‘country many years ago, Some Indian arfacts 
ave been found on this hill as proot the Indians 
Used (0 camp here. The "il Is located on N 
2158.55, whieh Hallgrens purchased trom 
Fudoiph Sart in ape, 1973. 

















Joyce helps run the business by answering the 
phone and dispatching trucks, Aland Joyce have 
been in the tank truck business continually since 
arriving in Eekville 15 years. ago. They’ stil 
fperate: thee tank truck ‘business which has 
{grown over the years and done very well-Al and 
fis sons own and operate an oll reclamation cen 
ine Just out of Ekle. The “oll ree. centre 
handles oll spit clean-ups and re-clats crude 
‘Tals “helps prevent pollution trom these 
‘materlals laying around, Son Darrel s running 
this operation, besides driving trucks fr his da. 

‘ats grandfather, John Peter Hallgren, com 
ing rom near Stockholm, Sweden, was one athe 
first white settlers in the ed Deer ares. He 
omesteadea just three miles east of Red Deer at 
that time. The old Hallgren homestead is new oe 
‘eupied bya Chinese market gardener. 

‘A's father, Andrew Edger Hallgren, was 
born on the old homestead, He moved to 
Delburme and later to 8 farm io and one-hal 
rilles south of Sylvan Lake tn 183. 

‘Als mother, Mary Louise Augustine Leroy 
‘was born in Nice, Normandy (France). She 
fame fo Canada in isidand married kd Haligren 
{in Mareh 1916, 

‘lwas bor at Delburne, Alberta and ook his 
Schooling at Marlonne, Syivan Lake and Red 
Deer. He had five brothers end four sisters, 
From 192 f9 185, Alelped his dad run a lding 
fcademy in Red Deer and Sylvan Lake 

“Joyce Hallgren, nee Joyee Doreen Harden, 
wae bora and’ raised. about 25 miles west of 
‘Wetaskirin. She aftended schoo! at Bonnte Glen 
and Canyon Creek, 

"Joyce's fainer, LeRoy Harden, now farms in 
the Bonnie Glen dist. He spent muck time it 
the Rekvile area In his Younger years. He was 
‘wellknown for his skill at cutting he necks of 
Beer bores with a whip or dring line 

“Al and Joyce had six children. Dale Alex 
ander “and. Donna Joy, twins, were born at 
Wetaskiwin in'1954. Doana Is now Mrs, Harry 
Thomas of Eekvlle, Dale passed avay in acar 
aceldent in August 1973. Dale and ‘Donna 
Stiended sehcol at Sylvan Lake, Alrdrle and 
Bekvile 

Deborah Dorothy Louise, born in Red Deer in 
1256, took her senooilng at Eckville. She Is now 
Mrs: Jack Stench of Bekvile 

‘Darrell Lee, born in Red Deer in 1958, went to 
senool in Eekille. He fs at present living. at 
home snd helping withthe business. 

Kelvin Aleis, bora in led Deer in 96, iv 
Ing at home and working out 

‘Allen Elgar, bora in Bckville in 196, i ving 
st home and aitending sehool in Bekville. 





HEBNER, EDITH 

1, Fal Heber, was bora September 1, 1888 
st Birkenhead, Cheshire, England. T cate to 
Canada May i, to Toronto, Ontario. Wilam 
Hebner and { were married in October, 1921 and 
left for the West on December 10, 121. 





We arrived at the homestead in Turtle Valley, 
B,C) and there had several surprises. My trst 
Surprise was fo. know T had only one white 
felghbor, who lived five miles away. The rest of 
the foles were Indians. There was no Water sup 
ply onthe homestead, so we had to carry It about 
ne half mile, Learned lots of things from the I 
‘tans. ‘They”ecame real good friends, and, 
llthough Tam now 7 years old, 1 Keep In touch 
‘with some of tem. ‘They Kept the in deer meat 
‘and salmon for years after my’ husband dled, 

Thad never Seen @ Wood stove before, and 
believe me, Thad qulte a time before! gol used to 
I-Talsc had qulte a problem with coat ol lamps. 
Oar tog eabin was really very stall, but We 
‘managed fo ralse our three children there. 

‘Our children were Harry, born Octaber 3, 
1902; Pauline, bora December ZL, 1826, and 
Kathleen, bor October 3, 1829, 191808 my hus 
‘band took over the Rawielgh business and staved 
‘with {for ten years 

Tater we bought another homestead tn the 
same valley, twas a beautifl place fo ive. My 
husband died in 1991 and stayed there unt 1957 
‘when I moved to Bekvile In June of that year. 
Dough a very small house, whlen Twas toa was 
the first bank bullding that Eexville ever had, 
land later beeame a pool hal. Finally Tmade it 
livable and spent quite afew happy years there. 
{19751 moved into the exile Manor, where 
feel quite content and happy 10 be. 








8. F. HERBERT FAMILY — by Mr. Herbert 
‘Twat born on November 30, 1904, on a ranch 
just south and east of where. the hamlet of 
‘ousana, Alberta now stands. In the spring of 
15, my parents moved to helt homestead five 
mllessoutl and west of Lousana, My childhood 
was mitch the same as that ofan’ children ofthe 
early selilers — trapping rats In the fall, 
Shooting gophers inthe spring, rounding up eat 
te and generally helping with tbe farm work. 1 
received my educatlon at Coline School, about 
{io mille from where Wwe lived. [have ane sister 
fd two brothers 

‘AU the age of 15 years I went to work inthe 
Lousana Branch ofthe imperial Bankeof Canada 
Tworked in qulte a numberof dtferen! branches, 
Such as Rocky Mountain House, Wetaskivin, 
Hosthern, Sakatchewan, Regina and Broadview 
In 005, left the bank and weno werk for the 
Norther Electric Company in Winnipeg. It was 
About this time that many’ of the large tity ex 
hanges were being changed to automate. Tis, 
{ob consisted of installing automate equipment 
‘Atler about a year I moved back to my’ father's 
farm at Lousana. 

Th the pring of 192, 1 started farming on my 
own. What with 20¢ wheat and elght and 10¢ a 
outa utterfat, it was a pretty rough deal. TS 
the spring of 1884, 1 moved. the family 
Eekvilie, and traveled for the W. T- Rawleigh 
Company forthe next seven Years 

With no gravel roads and very Utle snow 




















plowing inthe winter and not much money inthe 
oun. this business just made me allving, My 
Alsi Was trom Markervalle In the south t0 
‘Buttton fa the north, and from Lesitevile to six 
miles west of Benfiey. T traded quite a few 
Raveigh product fr horsehate and beet hides, 
and also guile a number of beer bottles. Most of 
{he articles 1 took in trade were sold 0 Lauls, 
Robinson of Leedate 

Inthe fal of 194, T joined the army and went 
overseas In August, 1842, We landed in England 
the day of he Dieppe Ral, Twas stationed atthe 
Headquarters of the Ordinance Carp, where T 
‘worked in an office, Outside of afew air raid, 
Plane crash very close to the camp and a few 
buzz bors, my stayin England was uneventful 
returned fo Canada In October 1945, and Was 
discharged from the army-in May, 184 

‘worked for several farmers in the Elnora 
Disicict and in the fall ot 1918 fook over the post 
office in Lousana. 1 had a small oll and in 
Surance business dlong with the post office. In 
the fll of 1864 the post ofice in Alix was opea for 
‘competition. f appted, wrote a civil service ex 
‘ination, and was successful in winning the 
Competition. 1 took over the post office in Alix 
land” was "postmaster therefor almost 15 
Years. Having reached the age of 65 in 1968, the 
Zoverament turned me out topasture. I must say 
‘vith a civil service pension and the other per 
Sons they have these days te grass inthe 
pasture remained quite green 

TThave-a good house in Allx and am quite ae 
live in community affairs. also do qulte abit of 
{raveling. T have been from Mexice to Alasks, 
both the east and the west coasts of Canada and 
Rave made te trips to England and Holland. | 
sill enjoy good health 

‘My familly consisted of three boys and three 
irs 

Edwin ts head of the parts department for 
costello Equipment in Calgary. He does quite 4 
Ditor traveling between Calgary, Edmonton and 
Grande Prairie. His wite Jayee works {oF 
‘Weodwards in Calgary. They have a son 

‘Donald is’ malntenance man for Molson’s 
Brewery In Edmonton. He spends his Summer 
holidays Dullding a retirement nome” on the 
Shuswap Lakes fn British Columbia His wife, 
Barbara, isa housekeeper for an auxllary 
hospital in Edmonton. They have two gis. 

‘Allan Works for Continental Packers in Red 
Deer. His wife, Mary, works at the Michener 
Contze in Red Deer. They have three boys 

‘Evelyn, Mrs. R. W. Green, and her husband 
run the “Eastgate Stoll service in. Calgary 
Evelyns also housewife. They have aboy and 
agi 

ionence is now Mrs, H. J. ean, Her husband 
4s retired trom the Amesican Air Force, and 
Works for Continental Ol Flo runs her ow beau. 
4 parlor. They have four girls. They live In 
Moore, Oidaborna, USA. 

Doris, now AMS. Adoiph Hovey, llves on a 








farm in the Lousana distriet, She works part 
lime In the Elnora Hospital. Tuey have wo 
daughters and a son. 


JACK IUKTALA — by Martha Leet 
“Jack Hllaa was born in Raahe, Finland on 
December 6, 1578, He eame tothe United States 
In 92 and werked in various areas before going 
{0 Butte, Montana where he worked in he copper 
Mines. While in. Butte he married Elizabeth 
Kyllonen, who also as torn in Finland. 

Jn 1006 Mr, Hitala came to alberta to look 
for land, and was able to bay the SW, 328.2.03, 
Ths Tand vas located four rniles north-west of 
Eckville, He brought his wife and first child £0 
the farm In late 1HIt. He was naturalized in 
Alberta on September 2, 1910, They had three 
girls and one boy. Martha was born In Bulte, 
Montana. on July 10, 1907; Hilla was born ai 
Ekle in June, 1908; Fasny was born in 1910: 
Valno was ‘born (1022. in 1913 Mrs. Fultala 
returned to Bulle, Montana for medical reat 
‘ent, Dut she died there in November, 1913. She 
{s'butied in Bate 

‘Jack later married Hilda Torsit and had four 
more children. Elsie was born in 1916, Ivy in 
4817, Otto tn 1820, and Violet in 1936. 

“They lived on the farm unt 190 when they 
oughta home in Syivan Lake and maved there 
for thelr rellremeat, Jack died in December, 
192 and is buried in the Eekville cemetery 
da ving inthe West View Lodge, in Roce 

“Martha married Elmer Leet of Sylvan Lake 
‘Tnetr four ehldren were Aileen, born in i908, 
Helen, born in 1995; Inven born in 1808" and Gor 
on, born In 182 

“Acen marsied Don Lyons of Red Deer and 
they had sx eildren, The oldest boy, Gore, Is 
‘mafried and has two children. He and his family 
Ive in Surrey, B.C. 

Helen Leetl married Jack Anderson of 
Bentley’ and they have three girls and one boy. 
They live ona farm west of Bentley. 

Tiven fs not married and ives on the home 

Gordon married Johanna Lauter of 
Kindersley, Saskatehewan, ‘They ‘have. two 
ghlldren —" a giet and’ a boy. They ive in 
‘Sherwood Park Aita 

“ilja married Tovo in Port Moody, B.C., and 
they sil live In B.C 

"Fanny died In 194 and is buried In Kuusamo 
cemetery 

‘Valno styed onthe home farm and worked un 
{it the Second World War. Then he went into the 
Army and Was overseas about two years. He 
‘married Astred Rowan and they ved at Onoway 
ls death in January, 9. He i buried 

lole married Bill Johnson of Eekville and 
‘hey ha six sons and jwo daughters. Ronald is 
married and lives at Stony Plain. He has three 
Sons. Jack is married and has two gris. He lives 

















n Rocky Mountain House. Marvin is married, 
has three children, and lives at Beaumont, 
‘Alberta, Elaine married George Piller and has 
ne gir. They live at Sylvan Lake, Deans Is 
Iarred and has a boy and a gis. They lve at 
Telieville. Larcy is married and lives at 
Fimbey, He has one boy. Lesle Is married and 
lives a( Rocky Mountain House. Deloyee Is 
married and lives at Sylvan Lake. 

ll and Elsi ved on a farm five miles west 
‘and one mile north ot Eekville until they sold 
thelr farm and moved to Sylvan Lake in 1968 
Ese died in September of 1968 and Is buried in 
the Kussamo cemetery. 

Wy married Bil Wright. They have a gir and 
boy. 

‘Donna is married and has three girls and a 
boy. They live ona farm east of Rocky Mountain 
Howse, 

‘Otlo Hiltala married Lillie Rogers of 
okie. They have five boys. They live on a 
farm at High Level, Alberta. ‘The son Brian Is 
married and lives at Hacky Mountain House, The 
bier boys were Araie, Craig, Dean, and El. 

"Violet married EM Saarels of Lesleville and 
they have three girls and. one boy. Pileen 
married Terry Fedderson, They nave two Br, 
find live on a farm west of Gliby. ‘Beverly 
married Brian Adams and they have tree gins 
land one boy. They live at Midnapore, Alberta 
Sy’ married Harley Peterson. They have one 
island live at Condor, Wesley it married and 
fas three glris and lives onthe farm. Wesley and 
his daa farm together nerin of Lesilevie 


"THE. JACOB (JACK) HILL FAMILY — by Mrs. 
Tyrie Shulte 

‘Bora in Kauhajoki, Finland, Mr. Jacob lL 
smmnigrated fo the U.S.A. at the age of 19, where 








other older members of his family had moved 
fatiler. Working Inthe mines and on farms in 
Michigan and the Dakotas for one dollar a day 
for long hours was otto Ais ilking, so he moved 
tothe coal-mining towns in the Crow's Nest Pass 
Here he met Ida Maki, who had left ner 
birthplace, Kuottans, Fisland, @ few years 
fariler, coming to Nanaimo, B.C. and later ov 
‘ng tothe Crow's Nest area 

the couple were married on April, 1907 and 
settled on a homestead in he Eekville dstict, 
‘on wrhich Mr, HUll had filed two oF three years 
ferller During the next few winters they moved 
‘back to the Crow's Nest atea where Mr. Hl 
‘gain worked in the mines, unt a mine exple 
son occurred in Belleview, whieh killed a great 
[umber of men, many of them close friends. Mr. 
Hl, who was working on different shift, was 
faved, but this tragedy cast such 2 pall on the 
community: that many people left and never 
eturned, among them the Hil. 

‘twas about fnis time, the winter of 1909 and 
sg, that the Jack Wiory family, who had 
‘moved up trem Wyoming, occupied the Hill 
ome during the absence of the Hl family and 
{or several months after thelr return, while thelr 
‘ows home, about four miles north; was belng 
completed’ ‘The two families became. great 
‘nends and remained very close unl the last 
member, Mrs. Wuory, dled, Me. Wuory and 
aughters, Svvia (Isaacson) and Mae, Raving 
predeceased her. 

in common with most ploneers, the Hil faml- 
ly nad thelr share of misfortunes, hardships and 
fagedies. ‘The nearest. shipping, point was 
Lacombe or Hed Deer, and foads being mere 
trail it would often take today’s forthe round 
top. Mrs" Hill relates that when she would ty to 
listen for the rumble of the home-coming wagon 
In the late evening, the eroaking ofthe myriads 
af frogs would drown oat al otter sounds 

‘re Hil also recalls how tervfied she was of 
the countless, but harmless, garter snakes, and 
Was always’ thankful to have some of the 
neighboring lads come over to alspose of some of, 
them. Brush fres were amenace ndry weather, 
as Were sudden winter” blizzards, especially 
‘when the enildren were in school 

“To augment the {amily income, Mr. HL 
vroulaworkon the road gangs and ihe raitway 
Hightotway. They also sola eges and butter (0 
the siore, and milk tothe eneese factory, bullt on 
{he old Eekville site, and later sold ereaim tothe 
fereamery. At times, Mrs, Hl boarded men who 
‘were working on the railway. 

‘A team af stubborn, breachy mules was 
replace by steam of horses, one of whe, the 
‘mare, dled whlle having a foa, This misfortune 
‘was a severe set-back, especally as they sill 
‘wed for the team, and good, wel-broken horse 
‘was possibly one of the mast expensive farm 
Meme, Somehow, more horses were eventually 
‘bought and raised, and by dint of back breaking 
Tnbor the farm began to provide a fair lving for 
































these hardy ploneers, Improvements were 
fradually made to bulldings, and more Term 
fachinery was procured, as well asa few labor. 
Saving appllanees for tne ome. One af these was 
brand new Magnet” cream separator, which 
filminated the work of cooling the mall in the 
Well and. then ‘skimming It by. hand. Later, 
Teenouses or pits became a tamaillar feature In 
most farm yards, 

Lite was not ail work, however, as there were 
‘many diversions, and visiting wat a pleasant 
pastime, especially on Saturday, of "sauna 
Bight, when nelghbors without this traditional 
Finnish fachity, would come to enjoy bath, 
followed by a cotfee party, ‘There were a few 
community halls where plays, folowed bya 
ance, were presented. Tae whole family would 
Sitend, and the amall ctildren would be placed 
lnder fables where fey slept, undated by 

‘The major event, especialy for the chien, 
was the yearly plenie at Palm Beach and the 
Benalio Fair and Stampede. Sometimes, a5 a 
special trea, the family attended the eed Deer 
Fair and the sights and sounds there were 
lawesome, Indeed. ‘The Til eldrea, however, 
‘were pertaitted 1 ride only tn the tubs or small 
Boats!on the merry-go-round, the horses being 
‘considered too dangerous, 

"The children born to irs. ll, a8 to most of 
the ploneer women, were bora at home, wit 
Usually only" a mla-wite, or perhaps just 
helghbor lady in attendance. One of these 
Wonderful women to whom our own family was 
‘much indebted was Mrs, (Granny) Ignatius, who 
‘Would leave her oven family for days, not only to 
‘sais withthe birth, but (0 take over the eae of 
‘he ehllaren and the housework. On one of the 
rare occasions. when a ‘doctor was. urgently 
feeded by a nelghbor lady in labor, Mr. Hill rode 
{o Lacombe to summon a doctor’ Fortunately, 
the mother's lite was saved, although the baby 
ale, 

"Both Mr, and Mrs, Hil were active in the ear. 
ly community enterprises. Mr. Hl was on the 
Bekele Co-op board of directors fora number of 
years and worked for and supported the Matual 
‘Telephone Company’ 

“Me. and Mrs, Hill sold thelr farm to their 
daughter and soninlaw, Aubrey and Lyme 
‘Shultz in 1950 and retirea fo the town of Bekele, 
Where Mr. Hl led in August of 184, the morn 
Ing after 'the wedding of his granddaughter, 
{Eyne Shultz to Ray Carson, Mrs. Hill moved '6, 
the Sylvan Lake Lodge in 196, where she stl 
ess in 87 In faity good heath at the age ot 

years. 

‘Of thetr four children, the eldest, Helv, dled 
In infancy in 1908, and the youngest Hazel, died in 
the Red Deer hospital in July 1982, atthe age of 
Seven years, Talowing a tonsillectomy. The 
‘death of thls chil of thelr middle Years was the 
‘greatest tragedy In the llves of the parents, 
‘eating an aching vold for many, many years 














LLymie and Aubrey Shultz sold the family farmin 
1th, fo retire to Red Deer 

Lemple marvied Frank Quist In 1886, and, 
with thelr daughter, Diane, moved to tie west 
oast In 1940. They have led In Vancouver for 
‘sbout 36 years, making yearly visits to alberta to 
See her relatives here. 

‘Tmust not end Tals chronicle sethout ren 
tioning Uncle John Maki, Mrs. HVS brother, 
‘who made his home with the Hils whenever he 
‘vas not away working elsewhere. He was a com: 
anion for the Hill ehidren, making them many 
{oys and games for thelr enjoyment, ands help 
Was especially appreciated during the many 
months when Mr. Hill was Hospitalized and tale 
Ing treatments for a growth on his jaw and 
throat This was at the Mayo Clinic In Rochester, 
Minnesota, about 1828 oF 1824 

‘Unele John tok an active part in many of the 
Finnish organizations and sparts and was ane 
‘cellent cross country skier He loved to hunt, ad 
Supplied meat Inthe form of wild fom and rab- 

ts, a5 well as venlson, forthe family table. He 
later bought an acreage on the west shore of 
Sylvan Lake, now occupied by Mss Jean Yul 
He finally moved to Karelia, USSR in the ear 
Ty 1800's, where he died a few years later 











MILL, LYMIE SHULTZ AND WILL, LEMP 
quest 

‘Lyme and Lempl are the surviving daughter 
of Mr and Mrs. Jacob (Jack) Hil, the eldest, 
Helv, having died in infancy before | ymie) 
Was Born, and the youngest one died in 1832 

‘We had a normal, happy childhood, and the 
family fortunes did ot affect us greaty, as we 
Were always well ted_and clothed, and 
leaniess as a passion with our mother. Is 
true, we did not have many "boughten” toys, but 
‘we did have-a familly of homemade dolls, some 
with china heads; and by way of paper di, we 
fut out figures from te colored pages Inthe 
Catalogues and dressed them in clothing trom, 
the same source. Lempl ald long for a beautiful 
fol and in fat there was a lovely dol with real 
fair ana eyes that opened ana closed, in our 
Home, but It had been a gilt to our eldest 
‘eceased sister, and we were not allowed to play 
‘with I uni we were older, Our Uncle John, WhO 
ade his home with us from time to lime, made 
Ussuch toys asa sled, a checker game and card 
‘ames, and bought us some toys when he could 
Stora i 

‘We had few playmates in our earliest years, 
but we did not Feally miss them. However, We 
‘were Intimate with the Jack Wir! family who 
lived about four miles north of us, and Lemp 
‘and 1 would stay at thelr home for'a few days, 
4nd the girls would visi us In tra, We always 
AAccompanled aur parents fo various community 
atherings ana to visit fiends of theirs, and We 
Were always happy when we found children of 
bur own age at these homes. Of eoutse the anual 











tldsuramer plentes, especialy the ones held at 
Palm Beach, were a special iret, when we were 
lowed to enter the water with a umber of 
otter children, or fo go fora ride in Mr. Neteel's 
‘moter boat. On one ofthese oreaslons the engine 
Hallea end we wore very late getting. back, 
Another time my brandnew hat blew into the 
‘ater, and, sad t0 say, was never the same 
[ferwards, ‘The annual Henalto Fair and 
Stampede vas almost nover missed, and one or 
two tips t9 Red Deer fo attend the far there 
Were: never-to-be forgotten experiences, es 
Decay ou lest ride onthe mers. go-round and 
bur frst taste of a banana fee cream sundae. 

started school atthe old ekville Sehoo! and 
‘en atended Salma Sehoet for a while. While 
{he Harper family lived one-half ile eas of us, 
Usually rode "double with Della Harper, but 
‘ter Lemp started, we usually walked the to 
4nd one hat les in surmmer, a east. On one 
‘eeasion, we were looking down into an old well 
tn the Harper place and dropped our lune 
bucket into the well; Rearing our ers, Fay 
Harper go a ladder nd climbed down, bit Was 
‘notable to releve the lid, which we conaldered & 
major catastrophe. We went hame and out othe 
field where our mother sas digging potatos, 
Scbbing wilaly all the time. She was so relieved 
discover the reason for our griet that she did 
ot even scold us, although we had been warned 
ot fo go near that wel. 

‘When we were a itl older, we attended the 
new schol in Bekville, about four miles distant 
By this time, the John Lundberg family had 
‘moved to the old John Heikkinen place and’ 
deal was made whereby we drove to school with 
the Lundberg. children, using our horse and 
‘egy or cutter, and thes by Turn, eth the boys 
friving and eating for the horse. This arrange 
‘ment worked very” well, and we ehidren es 
{abllshed a warm and lasting relationship. {can 
hardly remember having any teacher Dit Me 
Henry Ludwig, as 1 had him for seven years, He 
Wasa sirlctdisciplinarian, and how we wished 
he would have a sick day occasionally! But he 
never did. However, he was a good teacher and 
fim sure is pupils will never forget the terms of 
the “Magna Carta” or the "Quebec Act" or the 
fules of grammar which he'so assiduously fn 
lll Info our young minds. Friday afternoons 
tere always a treat when the primary teacher, 
Miss Thompson, would come and Teach Us art 

At home, we were expected todo some 
household, chores, especially during’ the 
holidays. Lempl was diligent and Industrious, 
White {was alvays rather indolent. Las am avid 
Teader and would follow her through the house, 
Feading out loud. while she did the. work: 
However, Tas usually expected to ride up Into 
the bush‘ bring in the cows, and {learned to 
milk at an early age, 

‘Temp! had the usual childhood aiseases, 
most of which { escaped. While our father was 
taking’ treatments at the Mayo ‘Clinic in 








Rochester, Minnesota, ald become quite il and 
hhadto sta away trom sehool for several weeks, 
This ness was never dlagnosed, as 1 did not see 
4 doctor, uta. daly dose” of-"Rawlelgh's 
Liniment, whieh I heartily detested and 
‘voiged taking whenever possible, was my’ only 
‘medication, and eventually the illness lett a8 
Sitddenly a3 it had come 

‘When we became teen-agers we attended 
various functions atthe communtty halls, a frst 
Accompanied by our indulgent father, and Tater 
‘we Jolned other young peopte of our own age. By 
{his time, our youngest sister, Hazel, had been 
bor, whom we all adored during her short ite 
tlme: She passed away following a tonsillectomy 
at the Red Deer Hospital in 192 at the age Of 
Seven years, mich east a deep shadow on ol 
lives, and t doubt if our parents ever fly 
recovered from the tragedy 

Tiook my Grade 12 in Calgary, and Lemp! and 
‘both attended Camrose Normal School. Taught 
In various schools, but she was unable to get a 
‘School, ths being in the depth of the depression 

‘Aubrey Shultz and 1 were married in Calgary 
on July, 1984 and farmed inthe Byemore area 
‘ane 1850, whe we tok over the old family farm 
at Eckvilia, selling out in 1974 and moving toed 
Deer. We have two children, Jim isa helicopter 
plot with the CAF. He is married, has three 
fons, and ves in Fort Saskatchewan since 197. 
Tyne Crs. Ray Carson), lives with her Bus 
band and three children in'Red Deer. 

"Reminiscing on ‘her school “days, Lempl 
recalls In particular, het_ most memorable 
Christmas concert held at Selma school under 
the tutorship of the teacher. bss. Grimson, 
‘whose home was inthe Burnt Lake district. She 
fad Jost started school Inthe fall, and as the 
youngest pupll, she was selected 0 deliver the 
pening recltation, whlch performance Was, she 
fhinks, the proudest moment in her fe. Her 
Lvoriteteacher, unfortunately died the follow 
Ing sprig a victim of the fit epidemic whieh 
sept ove the worl folowing the Fest World 

‘ir, Ludwig was Lemp’ teacher at the old 
Eekvlite Senopl, thea after a few years in Mss 
Ida‘Thompson’s room in town, she agaln had the 
former as her teacher unt she graduated In 
1008, at whieh time Mr. Ludwig” also lett 
Eekiiile. Hence, a his farewell party she made 
him a presentation, having been his pupil in the 
Brimary grades and again upon her graduation, 

“Tals was also the Year af the market crash 
and the beginning of ihe depression, when Jobs 
became very scarce, and teaching positions, for 
Wale Lemp! was trained, were well-nlgh nob. 
{ainable, espectally for those without previous 
experience. However, there was plenty of work 
‘on the farm, and being a good seamstress, she 
‘ade al er own clothes, and dia a great deal of 
Sowing fr other people. She took an active part 
in"young people's activites, such as dances, 

















plays and singing groups. Thus, forher, the early 
{Years of the depression were busy ones, 

Tn early Te9h she and Frank Quist were 
smarticd, eventually moving t0 the West coast. 
‘They setitedin Vancouver, where they but thelt 
home, in whieh tes have lived for close 10.40, 
Years, They have one daughter, Mrs. Diane 
‘White, ana one grandson, both living in Van 

‘Each year brings Lempl and Frank, and un 
itlrecently, their grandson, back "home" tovisit 
‘olalives and friends in Alberta, and particularly 
the Bekville and Syivan Lake areas. 

"To bring this history up to date, our mother 
moved to the West Park Nursing Home In Red 
Deer from the Sylvan Lake Lodge, where she 
had lived for over 10 ears, on December 177 
‘Tals was her own decision, as se felt he Burden 
of her old. age and Increasing fecbleness 
necessitated the move, Always having been very 
adaptable, It isto be hoped that she Wil adjust 
this change In her elreumstances, 





JOHN FRANKLIN HOPKINS — by Mora 
MeDonet 

"John Hopkins was born in Kentucky, US. In 
1868, Sadie MeGhee. was born In Oklahoma, 
USA in 869. They Were married In 1890 In 
Oidahoma. Both Ware school feachers a te time 
of thelr marrage, but they later took up farm 
Ing. 

“John and Sadle Hopkins immigrated to 
Canada in the fall of 18M to Bassano, Alberta 
During the winter Jobn fled on a homestead tn 
the Hutton district and in the spring of 813 the 
family moved to their homestead, Jonn 
‘orrowed a team and wagon and drove 40 males 
fo Bassano to get umber, Before a small house 
Was built the family lived under a big tarp aa 
‘cooked on an open fre. What a glorious day it 
‘was when the cook stove arrived from Fatons 
4nd the family moved ino the new house! 

“The Hopkins family lived on the homestead 
‘until 1921 and then moved to Gem Colony, near 
Bassano, Here John rented an irigated farm 
from the C-P-R.. In November of 1995 they 











out nd Mora MeDon Mean Ms, Hopi Band Me 


‘moved tothe Gilby district and rented land there 
‘heh they farmed for six years. Then I 951 the 
{amily moved to the Beeville area, John having 
Dougat the former Henry” Smith farm. Mr 
Hopkins hada team of mules with which he 
farmed, along with horses. His were the only 
‘mules fn the area at that time. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins had one daughter, 
‘Mora born in Oklahoma in 1901, After moving 0 
‘Alberta Mora was married fo Douglas MeDonell 
‘Mrs: Hopkins dled at the age of 10 years in July, 
1898, ME Hoplins lived on the farm alone for 
Gulte a few years then moved into the Twilight, 
Lodge in Red Deer in 1996, He passed away In 
SST atthe age of #1 years. Both Mr. and Mrs, 
Hopkins were aid to rest In the Eekvllie 


‘THE HUBL MISTORY 

Louls Hubl was born in Prague, 
‘Czechoslovakia tn IER8. He lived a short time 
there before immigrating to Canada in the early 
100s. Since he cane across ona boat and landed 
in Newfoundland the only direction he could take 
‘as to head weet, He then started To work IS, 
Way West, stoppiag for a time In Manitoba to 
Wwork'on the railroad. As it was, though, he 
‘wanted To see greener pastures, so he headed 
South and west ending up in North Dakots, and 
Tater in Montana. While there he was hired on as 
2 cowboy, was given a horse anda revelver and 
{old to ride the range, checking stock and fixing 
fences. One day wile out riding he saw a litle 
‘animal, and, not being able to cate i, he shot It 
Instead, soon finding out It was scented. He then 
realized that the cowboy life wasn't for hm. 

‘He thea moved to Frank, Alberta and tred hs 
hand at mining, One night, in 1903, he borrowed a 
horse to go gling na nearby town. This was 
also the night of the Turtle Mountainside. But, 
the slide didnot discourage him: he continued fo 
‘work in the mines in that area 

3806 fo girs arrived from Czechoslovakia 
fon the boat "August Vietoria”. They caught a 
train trom Ontario to points west. One of Its 
‘many stops was at Frank, and Louls was tere, 
holding his horse because It was seared of the 
nolse the traln Was making. The ladies stepped 
‘ovwn from the train and that Is how Louts met 
his future wife, Julle Antonia Kee 

Touls and lle were marzied in Franke on 
August 13, 1905. Louls Mark (St), Joe Bal and 
Charlie Mott played for thelr wedding dance 
‘After they were married the happy couple con 
tinued to live in Prank, and thelr Ife son, 
Eaward, was born there 

Th 1908 the stories started in the mines, and 
since they: had heard shortly before that the 
povernment was giving away free homestead 
find. by" Bowell, (near Medicine Hat), they 
decided to move ihere, Once they had bee here 
for awhile they found out that farming wasn't 
easy as, drought, prairie fies, rattlesnakes and 
{ear of indians were always present. During one 














of the avnters at Bowell a bad blizeard hit and 
nielope were found frozen. standing. Up 18 
allway sheds People came from miles around 
{eget meat fom he dead animals o can for se 

‘AS money was dwindling, Louls decided 1 get 
some exira jobs. Being a’ harness maker by 
fade, he was able to get-a fob with the 
‘Wheatland Co. making harmesses for mules and 
horses, He was supped with a Franklin car and 
Tater a MeLaughlia Bulek to dive to camps in 
Cypress lis, Estevan, Saskatchewan and back 
to Medicine Hat fixing and making harness 
Since harness making was slow inthe winter he 
also gota ob at a glass factory in Redellf Just 
for the winler months 

After 17 years of facing hardships on the 
prairie they deelded to leave, so by train they 
rough thets family (now seven enilaren) to the 
Bolle distelt, In 1994 they purchased a half 
Section trom Phil Laybourne, this being the Nis 
TSe4W5. "They then had’ thelr machinery 
‘hipped to Hespero by tran. The machinery that 
fey had, though, was not very adaptable fo this 
part of the province asthe avery three-wheeled 
Ector was bull wit two wheels nthe front and 
tne large whee! in the back and was alway’ get 
ting stuck. Also they had brought along a 12 bot 
tom plough that Worked flne‘on the pralrie but 
proved tobe useless i thls type of sal. The trac: 
{orwas replaced by a Rumelyol.pll wich was 
later replaced by 20-3 Alls Chaimers. The new 
tractor was then used forall the farm work plus 
ding custom threshing forthe neighbors. 

“Anarness stop sas started on the farm, then 
moved fo Eeiville into lsascson's garage. The 
‘garage burat down in 1928, s0 Louls had a new 
Shop bull by art welika. In 180 the shop and the 
Tot were traded to Jake Busslinger, later sold to 
Chester Kasha) fora pull fype combine. Later a 
Shop was started onthe farm again and harmese 
Was made by the gross, (lit pleces of each), 
From there they were skipped {o wholesale out 
fis all-over. the province. ‘Some interesting 
Storfes were told inthe shop by Jesse Craig, Pred 
Tsaeeson, the Armstrong brothers and Chale 
‘Thorkman. A very amusing story fold by Chale 
‘vas'"How to Rid Your Horse of Lice.” Tt starts 
‘ut “Vou put your horse inthe bara for three 
Weeks and feed It nothing but salt ~ no water. 
‘Then vou take him to the creek for a drink of 
Water the lle will be thesty and jump Into the 
reo for a drink. You quickly lead Your horse 
vay and. your lousy ‘horse’ won't be lousy 
anymore 

In 197 a fruit farm was bought in Creston, 
Bc. and on this land Louis built & small shop 
Where he xed Biles and saddles for people of 
the community, while also selling clothing and 
other merchandise. Being. very active, he 
Saccepted an Invitation f jotn the Creston Valley 
FraltBackers Board and was a drectr fr qe 

Touls Hubl passed away on February 8, 2985 
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His wife, Jule, ved in their home until 1974 
‘when she moved inte the Swan Valley Lodge in 
{Creston where she stil resides. She Keeps busy 
by reading. crocheting ana watching television 
I gives her much enjoyment to have visions 
from Alberta, 

“The Hubl family consists of: 

Edward married to Lenora Seakyr: 
cnllgren are Ken and Shiney. 

‘Emma married Charlie Taskila; thelr 
cnllaren are Fay, Pat and Irene 

"Rose married Gille Bornson; thetr children 
are Gis, Margaret, Gall and Norman. 

‘lara’ married. Oscar Ratnsoa, thelr child 
rents Robert (deceased) and Judy 

Via married Jaek Bagstad: thelt children 
are Jobin and Hank, 

Touls married Lucy Negratf; thelr ehildren 
are Tom and Linda, 

Robert married Eleanor Taskila; thelr 
children are Allan, Shella, Stanley and Marvin, 

Mary married John Faynor; thelr chllaren 
are Bil, James, Sisie and Ricky. 

Henry martied Evelyn Stewart: thelr 
gquldcen’ ate’ Ralph, Dianne, leanette. and 

Me. and Mrs, Hubl celebrated thelr Golden 
Wedding August 13, 1258 


USGA, JONAS AND EMMA — by Josephine 

“Jonas and Emma Husa were born in Oala 
Lait, Finland. Emma was a. sister of Mrs 
Nugist B. Kosi, "The family emigrated fram 
Finland to the US.A 

nthe. spring of 192 Jonas moved trom 
‘Bonner, Montana fo the Ekvilledisteet, Here 
he filed on a homestead of SW. S438.2:W5. On 
{his quarter he buit'a small log house and a 
Shelter for a cow and 8 team of oxen. He then 
‘moved his wite and family fo live on the farm. 
‘They had two gitis, Annie and Elsa, and 1W0, 
boy, Andrew and Hans. 

"Because of the condition of Emma's health, 
{hey found the hardships of ploneerig too great 
She could not stand the privation they had f sur. 


thete 











fer, so, in 2910 Mr, Hussa sold thelr quarter of 
Tana to Mr. Tigersted. With the proceeds from 





farm he wae able to fake is family back 0 
Finland, 

‘Mr. Husea returned to. Eckville after he 
settied nis family im Finland, He was employed 
by the Canadian National Rallway in building 
the tailroad from Red Deer to Rocky Mountain 
House, Later he moved on from Eelevlle, and we 
Tost track of hen 

‘Now al the family have passed away 


B.C. 
1. (Pat) Ives was born at Coleraine, Coun 
ty Dorey, ireland, where hs father, Capi J. F 
Tres, was stationed with the British Army in 
8s The family was transferred to England. Pat 
Attended King’s schoo! in Peterborough and St. 
Oswald's College 

‘On completing his education, he joined the 
Provincial Bank of England. In 1924, he came to 
Canada to Sangudo, Alberta, where he jlned the 
Imperial Bank serving in Sangude, Red Deer 
‘and Banff before returaing to Eagland in 1825 

‘Walle tr Red Deer, ne met Ella Bottril 
daughter of ploneer resident, Mr. and Mrs. W. J 
‘Botteril. tn October 1828, they were married at 
Peterborough, where Pat was Paymaster at 
Komi! Lid, sik manufacturers. Their son, 
David, was bora in Peterborough, In 1934, hey 
feturned to Red Deer where Pat Jolned Mr 
Botteril In the. Real Estate and Insurance 
Business. When the Red Deer Schoo! Division 
was formed, Pat was. lis first secretary 
Treasurer until id, when he fook leave. of 
Absence to serve withthe RLC.A.SC. and served 
In he Pay Corps until he was discharged due to 
4 heart tack. He returned to the schoo! ei 
Sion 

Th, 198, he opened his Real Estate, Insurance 
‘and Accounting business in Eckl. In 1989, he 
Became. secretary treasurer of the “Eexvile 
‘Munletpal Hospttal 

‘When David joined the RCA. in 1949 and 
daughter, Margaret born In Red Deer, entered 
‘using tralning, Ella became a partner in the 
‘Eckl business then known as Ives & Ives: Pat 
continued with the Eckville Hospital unt 
December 1965, He was forced to retire due {0 
Several heart attacks. The business was sold and 
they retired to Hed Deer in 1867. 

‘Malor Davia Ives is stationed at Namao after 
20 years ith {Ne RCAF. in Eastern Canada, 
4nd the US.A. He and hs wite, Maureen (Party) 
‘and thelr family of two daughters and three sons 
Ive at St. Albert, Alberta. 

‘Margaret (who nursed at Eckvile for atime) 
and her husband Ronald Soderberg and faenily 
of two sons and one daughter live in Bayside, 
California, Margaret fs Director of Nurses at a 
Geriatric Hospital and Ronald is Chet of anata 
tion Therapy’ at another hospital. lla and Pat 
Bare enjoying thelr hoboles and retirement a 
Sto145 Avenue, Red Deer, where the: door 1S 
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always open to friends and clients of Eckvile 
fina District 


HERBERT JOBS’ FAMILY — by Anna Jobs 

‘Herbert Jobs was born 1908 at BrightView, 
Alberta, His father dled when Herb was only 14, 
‘making it necessary foe blr to share tn the 
Fesponaies of proviaing for four broters 
And one sister 

In 199, Her purchased a quarter of land in 
‘the Happy Hill District. Here he led a busy ile, 
Clearing land, and tallag care of his few range 
tattle. With the help of Joe lliman he bult alg 
house. ‘On’ June. 16, 1987, he marled Anna 
Schmid, a daughter of hls close neighbors, Mr. 
land’ Mrs" Dan Sehmidek, ‘The young couple 
ecelved five milk cows from the Tobe famly 
Anda sow with ite pigs, a milk cow and two 
falves from the Schmideks, to help them get 
Startea with mixed farming, Hers and Ana had 
feo son, George and Arh, and oe daughter, 

Th the early 1940s, Herb bought a water well 
ariling' out asa" means of earaing extra 
‘money. Many people wanted drill water well, 
land Herb drilled more than 2) water wells during 
bls time. Meanwhile, ne ought a quarter of and 
five miles away from his home quarter, as twas 
the oaly land available to purchase. With 10 
roving sons who were becoming inierested In 
Farming, Herb was looking for stil more lan. 
Mr. Peter Carlyle had three quarters of land 
ned Feklle for sale, and It had a rive: to fish 
fn, too, The family all enjoyed fishing and ofter 
‘Went fishing along withthe Pete Carlyle fam 
Finally, Herd decided to sel is own quarter of 
Tand to help buy the land from Mr. Carlyle, with 
the result {hatin 195) the Jobe family moved 19 
NE 1038-0 in the Eekvile District 

“That the soll was good was evident — waist 
high quack grass was growing in abundanee. It 
was necessary to work the land repeatedly unt 
the quack grass was under control: By this time, 
Geotge had finished Grade 8 In sehool and he 
Sayed nome to help withthe farming. Soon the 
Small house ‘was cleaned and painted. Old 
Bulldings were ripped down and new ones slowly 
erected. The crops were good, and the family 
fnjoved tenew district. Thelr old home place at 
Happy Hill was sold when the family decided to 
stayrin the Beeville District. 

“Tne family often milked upto M.cows by hand 
but finally invested in a milking machine. The 
ream was sold to the Bekville Creamery and 
the cheque fed and clothed the family. For 
umber of years extra income was aso derived 
from the se of around 800 turkeys which were 
sold during the Christmas season each year. 

‘The family enjoyed friends and relatives 
‘coming (0 vist ther, and often hosted card par 
ties with the nelgnbors. Mrs. Kasper soon ad 
persuaded Anna to Join In the Country Ladies’ 
Bia 

Tn 1960, Irene graduated from the Eckvile 




















‘High School and then went out to work. In 196, 
She married Albert Nagy of Evansburg, Alberta, 
land now they live in Sherwood Park: Alberta 
‘They have two daughters, Danielle and Kristine 

‘lange mew house was bullt on the farm In 
3oi3, February of 14, Herb had a stroke and 
has since been unable to wore 

‘George married Audrey Sestrap of Eckville 
Jn 108. They purchased trailer In whlch they 
Hed on the home farm, Thelr children are Was 
de and ‘Bradley. Audrey decided that. Anna 
Should learn fo drive a ear, 80 bought her some 
Griving lessons in Rimbey. Anna learned to drive 
‘and was soon sporting a new green Datsun. 

Meanwhile, Art finished ‘hs “schooling in 
Eekvlleand'ent out working during the winter 
time. In 197, he married Cazol Sunde of Anam: 
bras The basement in the large house on the 
ome farm spas finished for Art and Carol to ive 
downstairs. They have a daughter, Deana, and 
fin boys, Dean end Devon 

Tn 1973, George purchased three quarters 
from Mr. A, Siopsen, They then sold thet taller, 
fd moved frors the Rome farm. George and Ari 
‘Geided that mom and dad should move from the 
farm, and bought alot in Fekville 878, On ls 
Tot they bulla house To whieh Herd and Anna 
moved in 195, 

Tm 1877, Her and Anna were entertained at 
‘heome farm on the oceasion of thelr 40th weal 
ing anniversary. 

Fiero and Anna are still active members of 
the’ Craig Lutheran ‘Church. Their enjoyment 
from fishing has nol diminished so they still 
rive out to Prairie Creek fo catch some trot 
‘anna was president of the Bekville Friendship 
Cub in 194 and she and Hero both enjoy at 
fending the C's functions. They especially en 
Joy having trends and relatives come for a visit 
ora card game, 





JOBS, ARTHUR AND CAROL 

(Care Loulse is the youngest child of Knut and 
Alma Sunde. Schooling was taken in Alhambra, 
Rocky Moustain House and’ David ‘Thompson 
High Schoo 

Her imerests included riding horses during 
te holidays and the 4H Beet Club. Traveling 
vas also enjoyed. Tn 195, she was one of the 
Centennlal brchange Students from the David 
‘Thompson High that travelled to Ontario and she 
hosted one of the return stadents to thie area, 
‘The Centenalal year, 198, meant a trip to Expo 
and afast four of Europe with her sister, Audrey, 
and friends, Lols and Miriam Farrington, and 
Maureen Kile. Carol's education continued at 
the Teed Deer College and-af the University of 
Alberta, ‘Edmonton, where she_ graduated, 
feceiving Ret BSc" with a major in Home 

Tn the spring of 1971, Carol was united in 
marriage 10 Arinur Leonard Jobs of Eckvile 
Life began on hls mixed farm near Eekvile 
Their eifidren, Deanna Dawn born December 16, 


1973, and the twins, Dean Maxwell and Devon 
Tyson born September 2, 19%, bring them much 
Joy and ide le very rewarding. 





MR. AND MRS. JOHN 
Sosephine Halstein 

“John and Milna Johnson (a well-known couple 
among the Eekvilie Fintanders) tlest 
Hhomesteaded on a quarter in the Lesilevile 
{lsula) area. Then, during the trst World War 
{they bought the Tigerstedt farm wo miles north 
of Eekville: Mr. Johaeon farmed here fora short 
lime betore selling the farm to Mr. Harrison, 

ery stable and garage man In Eckvile, Mr. 

Harrison rented the farm fist to Matt Hella 
fd wife, and then to the Yakovit family 

‘After tis, Me. and Mrs. Johnsoa Dull and ran 
fone ofthe frst restaurants onthe main sect of 
Ekle 1 was a common sight to see boys ia 
‘hak riforms who had returned from the War 
tenjoying the fresh cooked meals. When the work, 
fot too heavy for the Johnsons, they sold thelr 
Festaurant to Mr. Avedbald Lit 

‘White living tn the Bekele datrlct the John 
sons ‘took an active part In. organizing and 
Bullaing the Liberty Hall tut stood where old 
Bekrille had been located. ‘Ts hall was later 
fold to Matt Johnson, With the iumber he bull 
himselt a home in Eckvile 

“ohn and Miina’s next residence was on the 
eat end of Sivan Lake This they traded for 8 
Home’ in British Columbia, At the west coast 





JOHNSON — by 




















where they moved to Haney, they bought an 
Sereage and made it thelr home, Soon after mov 
ing, Mr. Johnson passed away. Tnelr son Elmer 
and his iamily of Seattle, Washington, came 10 
Ive with hs widowed mother. Sirs! Johnson 
passed away a few years later, 

‘Elmer, the Johnion’s only son, passed away 
Jn 961. He was married to Ida Kost They have 
lwo sons and one daughter, al ving In Seale, 
Washington, USA. 


JOHNSON, MATT FAMILY 

Maiti Nikodemus Harju (in Canada known as 
Johnson) was born on February 25, 1631 al 
‘lavaden, Finland. Hulda Elizabeth Talson was 
bora in Aimy, Wyoming, U.S.A 

"The Johnsons had the frst steam outit and 
John ‘Deere tractor In the area, They also did 
feustom breaking, clearing land ot J. MeDonal, 
Cindy and surrounding areas, 

Matt Jonnson's farm was a very busy place, 
swith 14 Youngsters of their own and the A. B. 
Koskt's across the road and the Jack letala and 
‘Andrew (Ant) Elson families nearby. ‘he fou 
families would often got together for an after 
fon of ball plaving, horseshoeing and sin 
fing in the Medieine River below A. B. Koskt's 








home. After the day's activities there was fresh 
home-made fee cream to eat at the Johnson's 

elvie Elizabeth was born May 28, 1918. She 
lost her eyesight when she was 21 years old, #0 
spent the biggest part of her life in C/N.LB. in 
Geary 


Teiwas there she met and’ married 














Walter Young, They had some very happy years 
together before she died in 1887 

Sylvia was born in 110, bat passed away inn 
faney due to whooping cough 

Charles Mathew was born May 25,1911 and 
tod January 1912. He worked in logging camps 
before retiring to Vancouver Island, where he 
Pesided unt his passing 

‘Wiliam John (Bi) Was born July 28,2913. He 
‘married Fisie Hiltola (daughter of Jack and 
Hilda) Eekevile and they had six sons and wo 
daughters. They farmed for many vears west of 
Eckville before retiring to Syivan Lake in 1957 
Elsle passed away September 25,1968 il sti is 
living’ at Sylvan Lake. 

‘Ronald Wiliam ivas bora in 1941 and married 
Donna Wadell of Valleyview, They have thee 
song: Willam, Kelly and Ronald Jr 

“Tack Arnold was born tn 196 and married 
yvonne odika in’ 1920, of Rocky Mountain 
House. They have two daughers: Tracey, born 
June 8, 1979 and Linda, born June 10 196 

Mafvin Wayne was born in 1847 and mazriea 
Carol Maser. ‘Their two ehlldren were Tammy 
Lynn and flcky. He later married Candace, and 
tele daughter fe named Lana, 

Eine Helvie, born on April 1,190, married 
George Pillar of Syivan Lake, Thelr daughter, 
Marlene, was born November 20,1958 

‘Dennis Mathew was orn in 1952 He married 
Myrna O'Hara in 1970, Their two children are 
‘Aaroa and Malena, They are presently fn Saudh 
Arabia 

‘Larry Walter, born in 1954, married Shelly 
Mason,” Thelr two sons are Sharen, born 
Novemiber 3, it and Bye, born in February, 

Teslie Allan was bora in 1996 and married 
Deborah fice of Eekvile on Juy 26 19%, They 
have one daughter, Marsie, orn August 28,1977 

‘Delayee Hilda married Jim Danielson ‘helt 
daughter, Brandy, was born in December, 6. 























Alle Saraphia, March 0, 1915 — January 7, 
ois, she worked for many’ years in the Market 
Wile area and for the J. Lawrence store in Red 
Deer uml her marriage tn 1899 to Hal Thorp 
fon. Hal eas born in 1912 In Okotoks, eame with 
his parents to the Poplar Ridge area In 1823, 
Irete Alle and he farmed, Allie also worked 
fora few years in the 18%0's for Bullder’s 
Hardware in Red Deer. They have two 
Adaughters. 

Beverly Jean was born November 10, 192, 
She married Joseph Roth Jr, In 1961, of Shady 
‘Nook Tes farm in the Poplar Ridge distriet 
The three daughters are” Yvonne. Ellzabeth 
‘Bonnie, borm April 21, 196), Rase Marte, born 
‘August 2, 968, and Katrle-Tean born March 5, 
16 

‘Yvonne Elizabeth (Beth) was born March 10, 
1945 and married Bil Boyce of Pennold on June 
5, 1965. They live in Calgary, and have three 
Sons, Glenn Willam, born April 22,188, Callan, 
bar June 13, 1870, and Daniel John, bora Oe: 
toer 34 1992 

‘Argold Elo was born April 1, 1817, and 
passed. away January, Ita. He worked af 
Enrmiand ter Hans and Nora Moos, and later 
‘Sayed with Hal and Allie at Red beer. He spent 
Some ime, also, working in tomber carape 12 
British Columbia 

Roy was bora January 25, 1818. He married 
nymne Saantika, ile was 8 alesel mechani until 
ew years ago when he retired in Penticton, 
Re 

‘Edwin Herman (Fale) was born Apri, 1820, 
and passed away in 1965. He worked for Dave 
Bourne in Ted. Deer tracking and as a cat 
operator nil hs death 

Ernest Wiltred (Ernie) was born August 20, 
swebana passed away on Apri, 1915. He worked 
for CN. Elevator Builders ‘crew unt his 
marriage o Lil MeNell of Evarts, For some sme 
be sold Raleigh prods in the Bekville area 
then worked for many’ years as a butcher at 
ASH" and Deerhome In Red Deer. His two 
‘daughters are Katherine Elizabeth, born in 1854 
find Hele Lee, born May 3s, 1957 She marriea 
Dwayne Bal in 1915, 

Else Bernal was born May 6, 1924 and 
married Clifford: MeNeil_ of Coronation "on 
September 28, 1944. Their first home was the 
Ecklle Mutdal Telephone Olee, Clifford ana 
Elsie moved fo Midway, B.C. In 1081, where CLE 
passed away on Mareh 7, 1973. They had three 
fons and two daughters 

David was born April 1, 2952, He married 
Marlyn, and they have a son and a daughter. 

‘Alan’ Peter born August 4, 1904 lives in 
suizey, Be. 

‘Caralya Margaret, born April 6, 2957, lives in 
Midway, BC 

Patricia Marion, born March 8, 1960, lives at 
home, as does Donald Mathew, born February 
it 

Dorothy Mildred, born November 17, 1825, 














‘married Charlle Niemi of Eekville in 192 
Charile passed away September 197. They nave 
two daughters and six sons. 

CCharlette Ann, born May 25, 184 in Rocky 
Mountain House, married Dieter Hub in 1990 

‘Gerald Mathew, born November 11, 1846 
married Charlotte Chamberlin of Lamly, B.C. 8 
1866. They reside in Revelstoke, B.C. Their wo 
ons are Daryl, born in 1987 ad Alien born In 
1968, 

‘Alexander 





Matcome, born June 8, 2948, 
Tiana Cremers in 198, They reside it 








uaith Allee, born August 17, 1988, married 
isn Metnichin' 1972, They reside in Eamenton, 
‘Albert 

Tames Willard, born August 28, 1952, was 
married in 197 and lives im Grand Forks, B.C 

‘Cameron Charles, born July 2,183, married 
Lorraine Brown of Grand Forks, B.C. tn 1377 and 
lives in Edmonton, 

“Timothy Arn0ld, born October 8, 1960, and 
lives at Home in Grand Por, B.C 

Daniel Eugene, born October 3, 1955, dled In a 
house fire at Salmon Arm, B.C: In Becember 

‘Bimer Raymond, born May 2, 1927, married 
Eleanor Johnson of Stettler, Alberta on June 25, 
{sis Elmer has been inthe plastering and stuceo 
business since 188, being his own boss since 
4ike, That vear he bought the’ Stanley” Cates 
farm at Eeiville and the family had their frst 
taste of farming. They spent four. wondertat 
Years there, then sold the farm 0 Exnle Vokes 
Bnd moved back fo Red Deer. But farming was bt 
thet blond, s0.one year laier they Bougnt the 
Emmest Trascke! farm in the Burnt Lake district 
find are stl happily farming, They have one son 
and five daughters 

Linda Gall, born April 13,1950, married Daryl 
son of Eekiille on August f, 1010, They have 
torn children, Chad Michel and Crystal Rose, 
bora June 11,1874. They live In Calgary. 

‘Valerie Aan, born March 18, 199, married 
Don MeLean of Bekville on September 5, 190 
‘and had one daughter, Melanie Ana, bora Mareh 

ist. Valerie later married Doug Denman 
‘ni they Nave a daughter, Candace Marie, bor 
‘on Maren 15,1872. They tive In Eason 

Reymond Elmer, born July 1, 1994, married 
‘Tuereta Irene Sutherland of Air Force Base, 
Penhold, on December 17,19 Raymond farms 
nd stuccoss with his father, 

Nancy Edwina, born May 3, 2957, married 
‘Tersence Kuram of Red Deor May 21, 187%, They 
live in Red Deer 

Robert Mathew, born July 20,199, married 
Linda Joan Holtom of Syivan Lake October 3 
1916. "Their son is Michael Robert, orn 
September 8, 1877. They live at Sylvan Lake 

Dixie Lynn was born July 4, 1961: Mark 
Reginald on October 25, 182; and. Shannon 
Grace, September 28, 195 All areliving at home 
Sd attending Sehool at Sivan Lake, 














Helen was born tn 1929 and married Melvin 
Keeborger of Saskatchewan. They are now li 
Ing at Dison, Califorala, USA. They have three 
song and'oné daughter. 

‘Darryl Melvin was born in 148 and was killed 
tn a eat aceldent in June, 1965, 

Randolph Lee was born January 12, 1951; 
Steven Charles on August 1, 1954; Phils Anon 
October 7, 1956, 

Rose Margaret was born May 10, 1931, She 
worked atthe J. Lawrence Store in Red Deer un 
she moved fo Brith Columbia, There she 
married Lyall Cross af Kelowna, B.C. on May 1, 
1852, They moved to California and have one son 
and one daughter. Rober! Patrick was born 
Maret I, 1867 and Patriela Margaret on April 
1, 969, 











JOKINEN, HENRY 

Henry fokinen was brain Tampere, Finland 
on February 3, 150, He was the oldest son of 
{aug all clothes were nen'made by hand He 
‘cli ie say schooling aad wo Years of 
college in Tampere, nari in physical edues 
tion and drama. i 

a 08 he decided to emigrate to America 
where twas rumored hat the sively were 
paved wth gold and fortunes would be ety 10 
hate, He worked a varios Jobs, suchas ler 
ina grocery store, in lumber. camps, aad in 
Mined However he teal iateests yn py 
tastes, and he participated in establishing sd 
Broups' nthe VALGA. ing rings, parallel 
Sey tumbling and pyraintas He alle organized 
theair groups and directed many pays Sot ot 
the communftes where he ved hed ajo, 
SU Finish peopl, suchas Behe, a8 the 
Seripts were in the innit language, 

‘Maria Helena’ Skarp was, born in Oulu 
Finland on Apri 18, 18 Her father was @ sea 
apts who sank with hs sip it he orth 
Stlante Ocean when she was even earscld: At 
ihe'age of i8 years when she care To Duly 
Minnesota, she went Yo work for an uncle wis 
owned a seataurant. It was there that ste met 
fer husband and they were married September 
10, J9ia. The next year @' daughter Helen 
Kiécherine, was bom in iron Riven, Michigan 
‘They later ‘moved to Bute, Montag, where 
Henry worked inthe mines. 

‘Marta contacted poll during the epider, 
and was paraly paravaed ot her sgh ede 
‘Graduaiy with pajiothrapy administered by 
fer hsbaa, she overcame ft but was unable 
fave any more cnldren, During thei stay In 
Bite they were again very active in amateut 
‘eatre bon directing and acting’ 

‘ner they decide fo homestead in Canad, 
Henry atrived by. tealn at Sylvan Lake tn 
January. Phe temperate was ib degrees below 
derorone of the most severe: winters Jn 
Sears-and he was then very septal about his 
decatoa to move to Canada, Toe toloving Year 
‘he beauty of THe county unfolded and he 
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newness and the challenge of the ploneer living 
‘excited him, soihe sent for his wate and daughter, 
‘who was then 11 years old. They bought ar 
‘acreage beside the Medicine River and began t0 
bulla their house, 

Henry worked as a carpenter in Eckville, 
onaite and Sylvan Lake and the surrounding 
areas. He made maay’of the early buldings of 
Togs, using an adze to square the corners, te te 
wintertime fe liked to-read, and had a large 
collection of books in English and Finnish: He 
Imade skis. and’ poles out of poplar and birch 
Wood. Canale wak was weed fo smooth the bottom 
Of the skis. Races were held every winter, His 
love of dramaties prompted him to organize te 
Duling ofa community nal and he formed it 
fe ‘thestre ‘group. ‘The first play, "Seven 
Brothers" was a great success, and the admis: 
sion was only 38 cents. The hall was also a warm 
{ry place fo hold physical exerese classes. The 
“Slou Club” was made up of those interested in 
organized exerolsing. 

‘Marla had a it of irouble adjusting taploneer 
lite, Once she singed all hee eyebrows of trying 
to iigat: the woodburning stove, The first 














summer here she mistook @ skunk for a black 
Sand white klty. Lucklly for her, the skunk was 
ihe taster runner! She loved gardening, and look 
‘much pride in her vegetables and the many 
‘atleties of lowers, as well as her Indoor plants 
She baked her_own bread, made jams. and 
fanned wild berries, 

"For bathing steam bath was used, as most, 
ofthe familles had a steam bath house. 

Helen Jokinen finished ner schooling in 
Eoiville, She was very active in community 
fairs, and had a lovely singing volce, She Wen 
{ato traning, at the Holy. Cross Hospital in 
Calgary: In 1998 she graduated as a rexistered 
nurse, then returned home to. work in the ald 
kvl Hospital for one year. She was offered a 
posilon at St. Paul's Hospital in Saskatoon, 
Riskatenewan, and. there, met and married 
Charles John Haris. A daughter, Mavis Elaine, 
tras bora fo them on November 20, 194. In July 
145 Helen moved back to Eexvile with te baby 
‘le Mr. Harris moved to Brush Columbla to 
‘sabilsha home forthe family Helen went back 
{owork athe local hospital, Bui on December 2, 
185 she died ofa brain nemorrhage while work: 
Ing the night sit 

"The grandparents recelved custody ot Mavis 
and she grew up and took all of her schooling 
here, graduating trom Grade 12 inthe Eekvile 
‘school in 1962. Mavis mattied Fred. Oezko In 
February, 108, "They have. two. boys. Andy 
‘Tames was born February 25, 1967 and Brent 
‘Allan was born Mareh 14,1968, Mavis graduated 
fsa registered nurse in 1874 and at tis time she 
{employed in Lethbridge, Alberta, 

Henry dled October 16, 1870. Marla lived in 
Eeiville unt 187, when she went fo Letabridge 
{olive with her granddaughter unt ner death on 
November 18, 1975, Both Henry and Maria are 
buried tn the family plot in Fekvlle cemetery, 
slong with thelr only child, Helen 





JONES, MB. AND MRS. ALBERT — by their 
dnughice, Mrs. Alvin Greenman 

‘My parents Mand" Mrs. Albert Jones, 
roved te Bene in391, Daring the est wine? 
{hey lived on the Tom Smith place, bat later. 
Sought alot in eke and bull house on 
1ite ecann now owas the house they bul 

Bat'nrned at ravers the ster snd 

the winters In ekvile. His health was 

‘ey poor and on December 8, 19 he passed 
Say" and was buried in the Travers cemetery. 

‘Mother remarried on August 3,105 fo Jesse 
penge of Dentelman, Nebraska, USA. and 
‘movea there 

‘She and Jesse returned hee for vist several 
umes, She passed away on September 810 at 
{he age of st years. She’ was buried. im 
‘Benvelnan, Nebraska 


KANGAS, AUGUST AND SELINA 
‘August and Selina Kangas and thelr two 
cildren, Frank ‘Selden ad. Maemt came’ to 





Alberta from Butte, Montana in 191. They trav. 
fled by horse and wayon trom Teed Deer 10 
Leattana, six rales north of Lesieville, to thelr 
‘Homestead. Two of thelr frends, John Letnanen 
and John Kulu had arrived earlier and had bult 
one-room eabin on Leinonen's place. where 
‘uigust and Selina stayed until they but» eabin 
‘on August's homesteed. August sind Selina im 
{grated to the USA. to Michigan in 1903 where 
they mel and married. Thelr frst child Prank 
Selden was bora there. From there they moved 
to Butte where thelr second child, Maem! was 

“They lived on the homestead for five years. 
“The area Was al virgin land. The neighbors were 
neweomers: most of them Finas trem Butle or 
the northera States. They were the people Who 
opened. the surrounding country, bullt the 
Sthools and made the roads. Mr. Heary Ludwig 
‘vas the teacher sre Lealland School opened is 
floors forthe fist time, Later on he taught gh 
fSehool in Bekville so be. was Maemi's and 
Selden’s first and last teacher. 

"The ifeon the homestead had hardships and 
happy times too, Wild berries and game were 
plentiful Seuine with her two children picked 
Berries and August hunted birds or game and 
fever came back empty-handed, Selden and 
Maenl‘ser snares for rabolte which were in 
Abundance, just tousands of them. Selina fixed 
them, made stews or chopped up for delicious 
‘meat balls or hamburgers as they are called 
ove, Later on the rabbits developed a sickness 
find haven't been as numerous Since 

"In the summer there were the plenies and in 
the winter socals and dances. The dances were 
held in anyone's place who was fortunate enough 
fohavea house or barn loft big enough to hold a 
crowd. They were really family affalrs, they all 
‘Sundied in bobsleds and avay they would go t0 
dance unl the wee hours inthe moralng. August 
‘and Selina were very fond of dancing. Bil austin 
Was the chlet caller for quadriles and square 
ances. The surnmer plenies were fun too, There 
Was always lols of temonade and ice ‘cream 
Sometimes if someone” stl had ice in thelr 
Slugouts. The children had games and races and 
then there. were sing-songs and’ speeches. on 
poillics or current affairs. Vietor Mattson was 
{he speaker mostly. They’ all came dressed In 
their best finery no blue Jeans oF {shirt In 
ome respects life was good but money Was 
Scarce. Some winters August would go back f0 
atte to the mines to earn money fo provide 
clothing for the family, three caldren ‘now 
Helen wras born in 182 and was fo be the only 
Canadian bora in thelr family of four. Then there 
Was the need for Implements and stock fo buy. 
Selina stayed on the homestead and would get 
Someone info help with the chores and for cor 
pany. "The winters were cold and Tonely. One 
Winter dred Sehey. (Olson) trom Eckvile 
Stayed. One day hlldred reseued Maeral when 8 
‘ad pig attacked her, She best the pig wit & 




















‘broom untll he released a very frightened ile 
fin but not bedly hur, only ror teeth marks. 
{ind seratehes. Another winter Selden developed 
Akldney probiom. August rode horseback toe 
hearest doctor in Eekvile for medication, Selden 
got well and there were no more health 
problems. 

‘na they tired of homestead ite. Prospects 
‘of making better lite were promising in Butte 
Ss copper was in great demand. World War ws 
aging in Europe. The first year was fne but 
Iter on in the Second year the miners Went on 
ste whieh lasted nine months. The strike 
fended, “August worked again for’a while and 
before ong they decided to come back fo Alberta 
sen thet fur chdren, Ralph was bora In 

"Tn June 1918 they arrived in Eekvile at the 
Kootue ralway depot. Ole Olson was there to 
meet them. Taey stayed with Olsons uxt they 
bought a farm one-half mle west, which Is now 
the late Simon Walsanen's farm. There was a 
frame house onthe place but no barns. So agaln 
‘August was starting from seraten. Has Aad 
going as during the war the cost of ving had 
igrtocketed, 

“Life by little August got going, getting more 
Implements and stock as the time. Went on 
‘Selden, Maem and Helen attended Blue Bell 
School about fo miles south Life was about the 
Same as on the homesteads with its ups and 
Gowns. There were drought years with poor 
raps, so again August went in the winters back 
{o the mines to earn more money: sometimes fo 
Butte ar tothe coal mines In Novdepar As Selden 
land Macmi grew older they helped outwith do 
ing the janitor work in the Blue Bell School 
Sclina at times worked for town people 

August and Selina took part in all social ac 
tivities They aid thelr share in getting funds fo 
Dulld the Liberty Hall, norta of Fekville. One 
time Selina made all Iie costumes for @ Finnish 
play conducted by Jokinen and held In the 
Eekoille Hall Both August and Selina were 
alvays willing to help a neighbor. When babies 
‘were born, Selina was often the migsvite, August 
‘even dalivered aneighbor's baby safe and sound 
He went to help a nelghbor with the having. 
‘When he got there and was wating In the House 
while the neighbor went for his horses from the 
pasture, the wife went into labor and there was 
ho time to get outside hep. Ts baby Is sti Iv 
Ing somewhere in Alberts, 

ih 1920 August rented the Charile Randal’s 
farm ana moved his familyto live there, Maral 
‘and Helen attended Bekville School when the 
pups moved from the od sehoal nortn of town 0 
fhe new two-room schoo! in town, Later on after 
the family moved back fo thelr wa place Maer 
attended” Eekville School again for the high 
School grades which Mf Ludwig taught, Helen 
aid the Same. Selden dropped ou of school early 
land went to work for the C.P.R. section crew. 
During harvest he worked around ‘Trach and 


arons, Finally he moved to Bute o the mines, 
and then to Callforaa where ne ded in 154 

“August and Raiph were the last to leave the 
farm in 1988 The only surviving members of the 
Kangas family are Ralphin Ladyamits, B.C. and 
Maeml in Calgary. Helen moved to Montana and 
then Seattle where she married’ and went to 
‘Alaska. She dled there in T841 


(CHESTER KASHA — by Helen Kasha 

(Chester Kasha was born in Lacombe in 291. 
land the former Helen Susut, was born in 
Southern Alberta inthe Retlaw area in 19. M9 
family’ (the Susuts) moved tothe Clive and 
acombe area in 1927 

Chester and f were married in Red Deer in 
4835, We farmed In the Towalta district near 
Lacombe for eleven years. Then we bought a 
{arm five and. one-half miles northwest of 
mbey. In 1946 we lett the lowalta district and 
moved fo Rimbey, where we farmed for three 

Tn 1949 we sold the farm and bought the 
Massey-Harris business from Jake Busslinger's 
state in Eckvile. Ths business Was located 
where the present A. H. Moench llardware and 
the Credit Union are now. We also bought the 
Busiliager home, where I stl live. 1n 1963 
Chester bought the Axel Hansen farm south of 
Eekvllle, near Highway 11-A new bullaing was 
built and tn 1964 we moved the business out 
there, "This is where the Massey Ferguson 
‘dealership sil operates. 

‘Our four children, Verna, Don, Ed ana Brvan 
were born in Lacombe, and the fifth ella, Ann 
‘was bora in Bokvile in 1885.'They all competed, 
‘heir schooling and graduated in Ekle 

‘Annis enrolled the Faculty of Commerce at 
the University of Alberta, i Edmonton, Verna 
‘marsled Paul Haljan of Edmonton and They are 
iiving in Edmonton. They have three bos — 





David, Grogory and Paulle. The histories ofthe 
biher children appear separately in thls book. 

(Chester was elected fo the Town Counel! in 
‘Mare 1969, served as depuly Mayor and Mayor 
‘ntl 1956, which time he resigned as Mayor 
4nd il stayed on Couneil antl Getober of 1982 
‘He was amember of the Eckyille Lion's Cb and 
Was president during the 1958-1860' term. 
Trough the years we allended many Lion's 
Conventions He was alsa a member of the Red 
Deer Elks Club, the Eekville Chamber of 
Gormerce oF Boa of Trade andthe Curling 

Tam a member of the Rekvile Cathote 
Women's League and the Benalto Royal Purple. 
Inearler years Lwas a member of the Hospital 
Auxillary, the Women's institute, tne Evening 
(Group apd the Curling Club in Eekvile 

Tn i874 we celebrated 25 years of Massey 
Ferguson business in Eckville- The business 5 
falled Kasba Farm Supplies Lid. 

Chester passed eway on April 3,975. ls sons 
operate the business at present, and T hope It 
‘ti stayin the family for many years 


CHESTER DONALD KASHA AND FAMILY — 
by Mrs. Kasha 

Don Kasha was born in Lacombe on July 17, 
140, the son of Chester and Helen kasha, At the 
age of five the family moved to Rimbey where he 
Went to setoo! for three years. In the year 1949, 
bis family moved to Bekvlle and Don finished 
his senooling here. Shortly afer Don was out of 
School he tried his hand at driving a truck — 
Eauling pulp wood o the mill at Hinton, Finding 
that there was no furure In the came Work 
selling farm machinery for his father 

Asa young boy Don was very Interested In 
ackey, and once he was out of setoo! he begat, 
pies forthe Ecie Eagles Senior Hockey 

Tn ihe early sixties Don was the fee-chiet of 
the Beeville Volunteer Fire Department living 
and working very close tothe fre all Was quite 
‘an ano in this activity, 

‘On August 25,1962 Don married Elaine May 
Johnson. Blaine was born on March 8, 1943 in 
New Westmalaster, B.C, and she received her 
Schooling In Surrey, B.C 

‘Don and Blaine made thelr home in a sulte 
‘hat was owned by Don's father, Chester Kasha. 
The ‘Maseey-Ferguson Implement dealership, 
aso owned by Don's father, was downstairs i 
fhe same bulaing 

in is Don built a home on an acreage two 
snd-a half miles south of Bekvle 

"There are two ehllaren In the Don Kasha 
family. The oldest child is a boy, Brett Joseph, 
born oa February 45, 1863 and a gil, Jayme 
May, born on July 3 188 


KASHLA, BRYAN CHARLES — by Mrs. Bryan 
Kasha 
Bran Charles was born September 15, 1945 n 

















Lacombe, the third son of Chester Frank and 
Fielen Maele (Susut) Kasha, He lived with his 
parent, sister Verna and brothers Donald and 
Erdward on a farm in the Towalta District near 
Lacombe, tn 16 they’ moved to a farm five 
imlles west of Rimbey, and in 1989 the femlly 
moved to Eekville when Chester purchased the 
‘Massey’ Harris dealership. 

‘Bryan attended the elementary, junior and 
senior igh schools n Eek, Hi test teacher 
‘was Mrs. Morrisey. One year the Grade 5 class 
‘ras taught in the Lion's Hall by Mes. Marjorie 
Iiazzer because there was not enough elassfoom 
space avaliable nthe school bullaing Some Mah 
Sohool shop classes were held ina balling thst 
‘as on the present site of the Co-op Hardware. 

‘During hs school years Bryan participated ia 
‘rack and fleld, curling and the Bekele com 
‘unfty band, In whieh he layed the French hora 
nd the snare drum. 

Bryan played hockey with the Eckvile 
eajles for many vears a a goalie, left wing and 
Getence. Tie wae also active in the Eekelle Pony 
CChariot'and Chuckwagon Club when i ist was 
formed for several years afterwards. 

Upon graduation trom. hlgt schol in 1964 
[Bryan enfolied in automotive mechanics at the 
Southern Alberta Institute of "Technology in 
Calgary. While there he playea hockey wrth the 
SALLE Trojans. After completion of his course 














1n 3865 Bryan continued working in hls father's 
business in Eekville, He later* completed the 
Heavy Duty Diesel Mfechanles course SALT. 

‘On July 23, 1985 Bryan married Johanne Is 
Evenlshen in Meadow Lake, Saskatchewan. She 
{aught Grades 4 to in he Eekvlle Blementary 
School nt 1972 and te: now dong substitute 
teaching whenever needed, 

"Bryan and Johanne resided in the Carl Fisher 
apartments for several years and iten rented the 
{JP 'Tulloeh farm south and west of Eckevie. In 
468 they’ purchased raller and lived near 
Kasha Farm Supplies Lid. at SW. 33% 9W9. A 
house was erected there in 1973. A daughter, 
‘elesia, was born May 4, 1971 and a son, Kes, 
‘Was born June I, 193, Both ehildren were bora 
in Bevevii, 





KASIIA, EDWARD AND LEAH — by Leah 

ale, the second son of Helen and the late 
‘Chester Kasha, was born in Lacombe in 192.10, 
{sis the Kasha's moved to Eekvile where Bridle 
ecelved his education, Atte leaving school, Be 
‘Went to work as an apprenticing mechante for 
His father, who owned the Massey Ferguson 
ealership. In 1961 he started going to tecanleal 
School In Calgary, and later continued on in Ea 
‘onton uni feceiving hs automotive and heavy 
uty mechanles' Heense, 

‘Gver the Years Budle has been involved in 
‘many local organizations, As a boy he belonged 
{o Cubs, Seous, and Army Cadets. Later he was 
‘scout leader, Also, hewas interested in hockey. 
laying witn the Bekville Bagles, and coaching & 
Inidget team. 

‘Eddle married a local gil, Leah Luz, the 
‘daughter of lla an the late Arthur Lute, Leah 
‘was born in Eekville and received her education 
there. She is an active member of the curling 
lub and the 0.0.8.P. of Benaito, Since 1985 she 
thas workea parttime at the local Post oie, 

‘Eddie and Lean have two children, Lonnie 
and Jule. They both attend school in Eel, 
‘They reside on an acreage close to the tamally 
business south of Eckl, 


‘THE CHARLES KASPER FAMILY — by Mrs 
August Kasper 

‘Charles Kasper was born in the district of 
Wasa, Finland, on January. 26, 1873. He 
emigrated (othe Unite States at an early age 
‘where he ived fora ime in Nebraska and aso in 
‘Mmnesota, During that time. he served for 2 
period in the US army. Later he worked inthe 
nines In Butte, Montana. It was here that he 
‘married Nana Kultala on December 3,190. She 
had been bora in Rashi, Fnvand, and emigrated 
{o the United States to Butte with her brother 
Henry Kultala 

1190s, along with other setters including the 
Frank Heltalas and the Frank Palms, the 
Kaspers came to Alberta and took up a Home: 
Stead on SW 2899.35. They came Ih January 























‘sit Che Nan an Rayon eee 


and the winter was bitterty cold Little Is known 
of thelr nardships during those early 
homesteading days, Mr. Kasper dia go back fo 
the mines at Butte during the winters. Later they 
Imllked cows and the milk was taken tothe local 
‘cheese factory one ad one halt miles aay 

Charles Kasper contributed mich tothe com: 
sunt In wilen he lived. Being a very active 
an, he gave a lo! of hs time to public aft 
The Eekvlle Schoo! Distiet probably received 
‘mare of his time than any other organization, 
fe Was school board member fora period of 
‘more than 20 years, and was the chalrman of 
the board at the tlme of his death, He was also 
{councllor forthe disirit of Lorne for a number 
fofyears. He took a leading part in establishing a 
ool creamery forthe district and served as a 
director of the Dalrymen’s, Assocation for 
Several years, Being an enterprising farmer an 
Gatryman, he was some of the frst ones In the 
comraunty Yo have a mailing machine and & 
manure spreader. He helped to organise the 
Eekville Mutual Telephone system and was one 
‘of the frst fo instal a deteo light system on is 
farm. He served the Presbyterian Church 3 
chairman of the board for a few years and was 
largely Tesponsibie for moving the od school 
Dullaing inte town foe used as the frst church 
In Bebe, 

Mr. Kasper dled suddenly on December 7 
4908 He was on hs Usual morning ran dellvering 
rllk to the village of Bekville when he had 
Stroke tam whieh he never recovered. Sirs 
Kasper, with the help of her family, kept the 
farm aid the dalrying operations golng unt her 
death in October, 160. 

"AL the Eckvilie Home & School Assocation 
‘meeting on Maren 17, 1960, Mr- Julian Sam 
brooke, Divisional ‘Trustee, presented a set of 
Books to the school from fhe. Eneyelopaedta 
Britannica Company. to be known as "The 
Charles Kasper Encyclopedia.” 

ir. and’ Mrs. Charles Kasper had alne 
children, elght of whom were born at Eckvile, 
‘Allin was born in Butte, Montana, She married 
Guy Heath of Ollmont, Montana, ‘They’ had one 



























‘som, George, who married Doreen Soerd. George 
‘and Doreen had ‘ovo children — a daughter, 
Valerie, and a son, Leonard, both living in 
Calgary. Alline and’ Guy’ lived in kville for 
‘bout 8 years after which they moved to Pentc 
‘on, Bie: Guy died in Eexville in 1971 and Aline 
Imaies her home In Penticton. 

‘Otte married Ivey Kuala and they had two 
sons, Gale and Ketth, anda daughter, Jean. The) 
later moved to Vancouver to make thelr home. 
Cite passed aveay in 331, 

"Eipo ded in 196] at the age of $2 years 

Lemp was bora in 810, ana dled in 1817; Ben 
ny was bora in 191 and died in 1816 

Atugust was bora in 1814 and is stil active on 
is farm near Bekele, 

‘Nanty was bora In 196 and married Frank 
Zaleskl ‘They nad four sons — Jimmy, Darwin, 
Dallas, and Bill. Jimmy and Dallas are since 
deceased, Darwin and his family live in Calgary. 
Bill married Katherine Anderson and they liven 
Blackfalds, Alberta 

(Charlie was bora in 192 He and hls wite, 
‘carzal, make thelr home in Summerland, B.C. 

‘Hay dled in Calgary in 191 at the age of 51 





‘THE AUGUST KASPER FAMILY — by Mrs, 
August Kasper 

‘Rugust Kasper was born in Eckville in 1914, 
the son of Charles and Nanni Kasper. He left 
‘Shoo! atthe age of 14 to help wit the farm 
work after his father's deat in 1908 In 1938 
he married’ Fannie Tulsku of Manyberries, 
Alberta, and they” had {wo eildren, Judy has 
been a teacher with the Calgary Pubile Senoot 
System for elght years, after having reeelved 
her B.Ed, Degree “With Distinetion” from the 
University of Alberta Ia Edmonton, Bryon, of 
Edmonton, is a professional engineer and is 
presently studying for his Master's Degree atthe 
University of Alberta on a two-year stholarship 
awarded by the National Research Counel of O 
tra 

‘Daring the Second World War, in the spring of 
gdh, August and Fannie left for Edmonton 











where August took @ course in sheet metal at @ 
Youth Training Center. Later he was emploved 
By Alt Craft Repal, working on planes: Fannie 
‘worked atthe New Method Laundry for the four 
Years of their stay In Edmonton, Early n 1943 
August enlisted in the Royal Canadian Navy and 
‘vas dlschanged in IMS af the end ofthe war, hav 
Ing spent two years inthe Service in Cornwallis, 
Nova Scot, 

Following his return, August and Fannie 
‘came back To Eekville tothe farm, They bougat 
‘thal section (S15-9-9-W5) fom his mother with 
ihe help of the V.L-A. They spent all of thelr 
‘earnings of the pasi four years on clearing the 
land fo start farming. Later they were able 10 
Dulld a para and started milking cows. Following 
this enterprise they went quite extensively ino 
the raising of hogs. At present thelr maln i 
terest Is the raising of Simmental cattle 

‘About 1960 August was in te “Save the Sol” 
campaign sponsored by the Eekville Board of 
‘Trade, He worked closely with the District 
Agricuturist of Lacombe to improve is farming 
‘methods and to keep his farm productive, 

At present August is @ director for the Dia 
mond Valley Gas Co-op, andis the secretary of 
the Eekville Creat Union. Fannie s the ibrarian 
al the Beeville Publie Library auring the winter 
‘onths and also ls a longtime member of he 
Country Ladies Ald 





KAUPPI — written by Sylvia Thorkman 

"Mr. Kaupp, one of the very fst residents in 
the Eekville ares, squatted on the SW. 22 98 
In'the 1800's, 

‘Very lt is known about this brave man. He 
lived in a tent the fst years, later bullding 
himself a tog cabin by the Medicine River 

ils only companion was his cat Mara, 

One dat neighbor had stopped in for a visit 
and while they were visting, a very wet Mara 

IMF. esuppt looked atthe eat and sald "Maru 
ras tried to-do ie fishing 

‘When homesteads were availabe, he fled on 
this property and reeelved his tile forthe land 

‘APtew years later tis health began to 
deteriorate and he was eared for by the Charlle 
Kasper family until his passing 

He had no known relatives, 








‘THE HISTORY OF THE KEMILA FAMILY 

‘Mathew and Madgelena Kemila. were 
originally from Oulu, Finland. tn the late 180s, 
they tett Oulu and immigrated tothe Dakota's i 
the United States of Ameria, 

With thelr ‘seven children, Mary, John, 
Charlle, Mathew, Elmer, Gus and "Jenny 
‘Mathew and Madgelena began a new lie in Rock 

ke, North Dakota. Tragedy ‘struck several 
3 later when Mathew was critealy injured 











in an accident. Several horses baited and ran, 
throwing Mathew under the wheel ot the grain 
Wagon. Mathew passed away three days later 


11,3905, Madgelena and her family lett North 
Dakota and moved fo Sivan Lake, Alberta, Fot 
8 short period a time they all stayed at Ax in 
hunen's unt they setted In the Gilby district. In 
Tater years all the children vould homestead tn 
ils area also 

Mathew and Madgelenas’ first child, Mary, 
moved to. Saskatchewan where she miet aid 
married Edward Niska. One of their cildzen is 
‘Mrs. Hazel Johnson who married the late Chane 
‘Tohison, Hazel resides in Sulvan Lake. 

‘Gus ‘emia ‘also moved to Saskaichewan, 
Here he farmed unt his passing. Emer moved 
{Saskatchewan where he farmed before Petr 
ning to the United States 

Tn 1812, Jeany married Gus Sestrap. They 
operated a generat store inthe Gilby aistect. In 
{ater years Mat (Mathew Kerala) married and 
eft the Gliby district to farm in the 
Saskatchewan area. He later returned to the 

nied States 

Charlle also spent some time in 
Saskatchewan but later returned to the Sylvan 
Lake disrit where he married Wlihimena Kin 
Hunen, Charlle ved on a small acreage West of 
Sylvan Lake where they made thelr living selling 
arden Supplies and dairy products to stoves and 
Summer campers, Here they resided until theit 
passing. They had no family 

John Kemla marsied Mary Elizabeth Koskl 
and farmed inthe Gilby District for a short time 
“unl they setled tn ekville, Alberta, John was 
‘2rmall carrier out of Ekle from 112 to 19 
He delivered mall for he Alberta Government 
during the First Worla War, carrying mail from 
the eke, Giby, and Leedale disiriets, THs 
Was a distance of 3 miles. Many funny incidents 
becurved during thls time. One me one of the 
horses balked and lay down when John hooked 
them up I took him a good half hour fo get the 
horse up. Inc\dentally this horse turned ou tobe 
the best one of the ‘bunch because he ‘never 
Stopped once he got gong 

Th 1024, John Kerala built his frst truck 
which ras Justa frame to which he added a box. 
‘This replaced the horses whlch he had Used To 
haul freight to the Gilby, Lockhart and Leedale 
distriets. Jonm Kemila was known tobe jovial 
haracter: He was also the sherit in Eekille for 

1902, John started avery stable and a gar 
lage where it doubled as 8 supply house for cof 
fins and: funeral supplies. While Jon had the 
garage, he and a neighbor, Charile Gustavson, 
Bult what was known then a8 a snowmobile car 
‘Actually what It as, was @ car mounted on 8 
iype of skt runners and powered by an engine 
With a prop infront of I. Tals machine was wed 
4s transportation for” Dr. Sommerville for 
travelling aeross the fields to take care of his 
Patients. 1¢ 1s understood that tls machine is in 
the museum at Wetaskiwin. Join Kemila passed 
sway on December 4 1258 

‘John and Elizabeth Kemila had fve children, 



































Senla, Solma, John, Elmer and Bm. Senta was 
the first cild bora on July 20, 1908. Senia was 
Married tothe late George Matison. George was 
'mechante in Sylvan Lake in 11 unl moving 
{o Condor where he farmed, Later he purchased 
nother farm in Sylvan Laie, George Mattson 
‘led in 1953, Senta and George nad two children, 
‘Walter and Viola. Senia lived in Syivan Lake un 
llshe dled In Mareh of 1973 

Walter. Mattson. now resides tn Red Deer, 
tberta’ with his wife Jeanette. Walter. and 
Jeanette had four children, Garth, Bran, Susan, 
{and Janice. Garth died in 1957’ at the’ age at 
Seven, Brian married Donna (Horsley), and they 
have a son Shane born to them in 176, 

‘Viola married Frank Reese, end they have 
ne son Micheal. They resie'im Costa Mess, 
Caluoraia 

‘Selma iras the second ehild born, September 
29,190 Selma Was married tothe late Ed Kos 
‘They had three’ children, Ethel, Helen, and 
ward. Selma now resides in Edmonton 

“Their third child was John, he was barn on 
May Tl, 191, He was known In the astriet for 8 
{food many years as a trucker and a welder. Lit 
fie John wat considered a humorous fellow Lit 
tie John was the first man fo have truck 
equipped with 4 P:T-0, for loading gra, 

John married Lily (Lindeqdlst) and they had 
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‘wo clldren, Irene and Jean, rene is now ving 
In'Port Arthur; Ontario and Jean is nan 
‘ouver, B.C Lite Joan passed away on Apri 2, 
i 

mer was the fourth child of John and 
_Euabeth Kemila, Elmer was born on November 
45, 1812, and dled on January 1, 1925 atthe early 
age of 12, Case of death Is ot known. 

“rele fthenild, Emil, has also passed away, 
leaving nls wife, Fla and five children, Elmer, 
Sviviay Clara, Citfora and Beverly, There were 
flso five grandchildren, Emi passed away on 
May 9, 1958. 








KENDREW, ROY AND LIZ.— (as told by Roy) 

‘My parents emigrated trom England 10 the 
Eastern United States in 1865, 10 years later 
lrvving in Red Deer, Alberta, Teas bora tn a 
small red house on Michener Hil Red Deer. A 
{evr years later we moved to Fdwel, east of Red 
eet where put tay fits year af schoo! from 
There we were transferred to Willowdale, an ad 
Joining Schoo! disriet where Halshed my Grade 
5 





Afterschool I spent several years onthe home 
term, then took off on may ova, Working on 





several local farms and later in construction. 1 
‘worked for Charlie Rose who Was foreman for 
the Mutual Telephone Company at the time, and 
{or numerous ofter construction companles, 

In os T martied Elizabeth Holland of the 
‘Torn Holland family; she was born in England in 
1018, They eame from England to Canada In 1924 
ang to the Lesilevile district in 1800 

1 continued farming, deing construction jobs 
whenever" possible; we puttin a year in the 

ler area and then back to Red Deer 
‘Tn i041, our son Kelth was born while we were 
renting a farm in the Shady Nook area 8 fee 
miles west of Red Deer 

Tn 1943, our daughter Shella was born. We 
were on the Bob Crulekshank farm while Bob 
Was serving overseas inthe Second World War 

in itt, we purchased the Springvale Manse 
and acreage where we resided for a couple of 
Sears, working on local farms and in construe 














T1945, we purchased a farm inthe Marker 
ville district —SEs21-372.V5, where We farmed 
Ul he inter ot 1959 and 60. Wethen sald out and 
‘moved to Eekulle, Here my wife worked at ihe 
Bekvile Hospital for over 8 years. Tput in three 











years as butter, maker” atthe Eekvile 
Creamery — two years as "nightman” at the 
Eckville Hotel — then worked at the Eekvlle 


Hospital trom 1905 ill 1975 After leaving he 
hospital we retired andre living at home In 
Bebvite, 

‘Our son Keith was married to Maureen 
Carroll and nad two cilden, Shauna and Ryan, 
Keith end Maureen were divorced and went thet 

‘Keith is now married to Lilian Barbus and 
they reside in Rimbey. Their family consis of 
tore boys, Coin and Jason. 

‘Our daughter Shella is married to Lyal 
Jonaston of Rimbey! they have three children, 
Norma, Angela and Wesley 
‘Added notes by hospital patients; — 

During’ the 10 years Roy and Lizaie 
wored at the Eekvlle Hospital 'm sure most 
patients will remember the visits they made to 
Patients. My, how It brightened thelr stay In 
Hospital: Rey always had a joke for everyone 
wnleh tiade their stay seem shorter. Lisle did 
Tmany things to cheer up pallents, bul never 
wanted fo fake creat for such as doing many & 
Janitor job, aurse maid or what have You. Many 
fat us who spent time i hospital, especially long 
periods ef ime Will be forever grateul to Roy 
nd Lazle,” 

2. “After many stays in hospital, some ot 
may piedsant memories were Ray's cheery ight 
Whisle and infectious laughter In passing our 
Fooms, and his genuinely Inlerested friendly 
Wilts, When was on special det 'remember Liz 
Erlling at my door, “What would You lke to eat 
today"? 1emade Jou feel ike nothing Was 0 
‘uch trouble — and tats @ good feeling when 

















KENNEDY, BOB AND OLIVAH (MAC) 

‘Bob and i wore married in Hanna ahd moved 
toEekvlle in 1806. Robert was then two years old 
‘and Barry Was born in 1887. Bob passed sway 18 
(Getober, 1046, T was Working in the Co-op tare, 





ur house burned down in 1941 and we then 
lived over Perris store before buying the house 
next to Emma Lutz, 

Robert spent ve years inthe Alr Force, then 
married Margaret ia the Fast. He has ved in 
Montreal for 19 oF 16 years. ‘They have tare 
children — Robbie, 15 ears: Joanne, 12 years 
Snd Gall 9 Years. He works in a rug business 
‘where he has been for the past six years 

‘Barry and Roseann live in Prince George, 
B.C. Barry works for the Northwest Paving, 
where he has been employed for many years 
They have three ehildren, Wendal is 1, Jan 13, 
and Debbie Is 10 years ola 

We left Rockyford, where T worked for the 
Atberta Government ‘Telephones trom 1850 to 
4855, and then lived in Prince George, where 1 
‘worked for the Co-op for one year, After this I 
farried Charles Taorapson an we moved tothe 
Okanagan in 1857. We have lived in Kelowna for 
{our and one-half years. 

‘Mom and Dad lived on the old Weeks place 
and later moved into town at the ralroad. Dad 
essed away in Eckvile in 1958 and Mom passed 
Bway’ n Kelowna tn 196, 





KENNEDY, MRS, J, (nee Barlund) 

1 Mendy Caroline Barlund born on Apri 
1si6| in Eekville, Alberta, Canada, I went 
Bluebell School, Eekvle igh Sehool and Car 
butt Business College n Calgary. 1 then went to 
work in North Vancouver, British Columbia. In 
IMO moved fo Seatle, Washington where Tho 











reside. On May 8, 1943 I married Jesse G, 
Kennedy. Je. We have four edlidren, Carolyn 
Llaey, ‘Sandra ‘Marie, Kathrya Barlund and 
‘esse G. Kennedy Il 

Here are afew incidents which I recall: When 
my mother went Into labor with my’ Younger 
ster Ellen, my brother ran about one and ene 
Half miles to a neighbor and ola her that mother 
‘was about to have the baby and would she come 
to take care of mother ab had been arranged 
beforehand, The neighbor lady sald, "No, fm 
sorry Tean't come because Pa is going Munting 
‘vith Oswald 0. Forhan and I have to pate Mis 
pans.” Henry ran back home and then he and 
Fy sister Ina ran fo Eckvile fo see it they eould 
{et any help. They stopped at the John Kemillas, 
Mrs. Kemilla had company’ ut she lett hem and 
Fished ‘with Henry and tha to come and be a 
Inidwite for mother and just In time. What 3 
‘aumatte experience that must have been for 
{two young eldren. 

“was five Years old when I went on our fest 
camping trip with my mother and daa, Ernest 
{nd Ellen. We went to the northivest shore of 
Sylvan Lake in'a wagon. We got there in the 
afternoon and’ Dad went fishing and. caught 
Several pike. He put the fish and some potatoes 
{o cook in the coals of the campfire. We were 
Sure that Dad would rain al that beauiful ish i 

(oals, Moti prepared the rest of the meal 
What a inner! F have never since had’ such 
delicious fish, For the night we al bedded dow 
{nthe wagon box. The next morning we woke up 
to ine af those truly beautiful Alberta sunny 
days. Ina arrived on horseback, She had had 0 
Stay at home to do the chores, milk cows, feee 
land water calle. Dad went fishing again and 
When he had his eaten we al! played out in the 
‘Water then Dad swam out along ways and yelled 

Svodbye'” then disappeared under the ater 
We children drew in our breaths because We 
‘thought he ad. drowned when up. he- popped 
Several yards ftom where he had disappeared, 
He aid this several times. I was the frst time | 
had seen anyone svlm under water In the ater 
noon we went blueberry picking. Nothing can 




















‘compare in favor 10 the Alberta low bush 
‘iueberry. When Wve started dinner @ huge black 
cloud appeared in the sky. We had. barely 
finished when the sky seemed to rip open with 
lightning and the thunder was deafening. Tt 
started. to rain so. we rushed toa nearby 
‘nemhouse and they were so gracious andonk us 
Infor the night. suppose I remember ths lente 
> well because evervone in the family Rad such 
‘happy time! 

"The Indlans always fascinated me. My dad 
‘red some af them fo help him clear some land. 
otter gave them milk and eggs and bread 
‘After that, every summer long wagenloads of In 
diane came to our place fore handout. They had 
found out thst mother was am "easy touch. 
emember seeing the Tndlans camped by the 
Horseguard river. hated to se their hobbled 
horses I felt so sorry fr te Norses. Alter the In 
dlans lett we'a goto thelr campsite ana we'd see 
the framework of thelr steam baths. One Sunday 
‘many young {ndlan men came to our place 10 
Show us Row far they could shoot thelr arrows 
‘Theeight nd distance was incredible, always 
wondered where they. spent thelr’ winters 
because they had so few possessions and the 
winters were so harsh 

‘Although money was so scarce in the 1900's 
wwe created our own entertainment: softball, 
baseball, swimming, sling, skating and dances 
We tad a Tot of fun and there are many happy 














KERCH, JOE, ERNIE AND DOLLY 

‘Sometime during the frst World War, Joe and 
‘emnle Keren arrived in the Bekrille area, They 
lived on several farms, nally setling on the By 
ES9sW3. A sister, Delly and ner husband Jack 
Bromiling arrived a ite later and established 
{emselves onthe sow Cunningham farm. About 
1918 another brother Levi, drove a four rule 
team and wagon loaded with machinery from 
Minneseta, to Join als brothers. A home and 
bine bulldings were readied for the arrival of 
thete parents; John and Ann Kereh and a fourth 
brotner Ervin, 

Working a famlly they were soon farming 





several quarters, had a good herd of Hereford 
ate, some excellent hogs, awell-drling out, 
‘Csteaim engine and threshing machine, They did 
their" own carpentry and. mechanical. work, 
Detalled information eas kept on each ofthe 100) 
‘wells drilled, such as depth, quantity and qualty 
‘of water obtained, 

Jack Bromling was Searle elevator man for 
years in Eekvlle, The elder Kereh's passed on 13 
The 1890s. 

"The brothers continued to farm tl 1943, when 
‘farm sale was held. Pred Moos bought the well, 
Grilling outtt and Alfred Molander sl has the 
{916 threshing machine, Which 1s stl In very 
‘ood eonalton. 

Atte thelr sale the brothers and Delly and 
Jack Bromllng moved to Corning, Calfornia, 
USA Erale and Joe, though up in years, st 
ese there, the others having pasted! On 
KERKKANEN, LEMPI AND SIMON 

‘Lemp and Simon Kerkkanen were married in 
Butte, Montana in 191 after having come from 
Finland some years betore, fn 1th, with hele 
‘4sughter Lillian, they moved to homestead in the 
Withrow district For afew years Simon worked 
In the copper mines in Butte to supplement the 
lnceme needed on the Homestead. in 1913 they 
moved {0 thelr quarter section three lies 
fortheast of Eekville, living In @ small one 
Foomed fome which they later converted Into 8 
thicken house, The moved the house from the 
Homestead to thelr farm, and added on to It in 
1977.28, At tis time ther daughter was marzie, 
And they Took Agnes and Willam, a niece and 
hephew of Mrs. Kerkkanen, Into thelr home 
William, however, died in 183 at the age of 21 
Mr. Kerkanen led on June’ 2, 1995, being 
Catsed by Injuries recelved In an auto calision. 

‘Lempl remarried in 189 fo Verner Junta, 
and together they continued te farm until 856. At 
this me they retired to Eekvile, but in 1859 
Verner passed away’ after a lengthy lness. 

{in 961 Lemp! was married again and moved 
to Rainier, Washington. After her third husband, 
‘Tony Kalla, passed away In 1855, she moved 10 
Eaaysmith, Bic, where she passed away" In 
February of i968, ‘Lempl was buried in’ the 
Eekville Cemetery tp the famly plot there. 


THE IKE KAILA FAMILY — by Shirley 
MePhee, a Daughter 

The ad Irene Kalla moved to Eekvile in 3927, 
and lived in a house belonging to Mrs. Langer 
fxther, Ike was a clerk in the Co-op Store, which 
teas located where the J & K Foods store is now. 
‘They bought Umar's old house, and thelr rst 
daughter, alice, was born here in September, 
{09, delivered by Dr. Sommerville. Their sec 
fond daughter, Shirley, was bora in the Bentley. 
Hospital ia June, 194, delivered by Dr. Hen. 
188! Tke and Trene bought the old Odd Fellows 
Halland renovated It ang llved there. When the 
few Coop was bull, Ike worked there, replacing 
Oswald Umari as manager, when Oswald retired 




















in 3940. A few years later they moved into thelr 
new house, which was bull next tothe Ball park 

‘Movies were shown one a week in the 
Ekle Hall by br, Watkiss from Syivan Lake, 
Tke purchased this business and In 1987 opened 
the Beko Theatre, na bullding owned by Ernest 
‘Jackson. It's sili init present location, About 
ine same time, Ike purehased the local Chinese 
Cate rom "Happy" renovated it nd it became 
' popular eating spot. 

‘Under Tee's management, the Co-op grew 
‘rom a small general store fo one That had farge 
Individual" departments, including groceries, 
meats and eald storage, drygoods, haraware, 
lumber service station, gas and ols, machinery, 
nda Tinch-couater 

ke was very aelive in community attatrs He 
was a charter member and president ofthe Lions 
Club, s member of the Recreation Association, 
twas instrumental in the formation ofthe Credit 
Unlon, managed the local baseball team in the 
late 1840's (when Eekville’s team Was 
recognized throughout Alberta), was chairman 
fof tne sehoolboard that got the Nigh schoal back 
to Eekville, and managed the hockey team at 
Various times, usually with Uno Keinglla as his 
Fignt-haad man, Both Ike and irene were ardent 
clers 

The, Irene and Shirley moved to Red Deer in 
‘85 1a 199 Ike and Irene moved to Edmonton, 
where in 1980 Ike suffered a stroke. He can 
{inwed't poor Health until he passed away on 
July 22,190, bat he aways managed tomaintain 
iis zes for living, Irene stil lves in Edmonton, 
And enjoys good health 

‘Alice married W. G, (Bill) Havens, who ran 
me U-G.G. elevator in Keotuk i 1948 The older 
fon, James, was born In Eexville in. 190, 
Sellvered by Dr. Coppock, Alice, being a talented 
Planist, played for many dances, social events 
4nd funorals in Eckvile and the surrounding 
area, Alice and Bl left Eekvitiein 1951 when Bll 
Joined the R.C.A.E. They now live in Richmond, 
B.C. They have four children James, who 
received is Ph.D. In Chemical Engineering, is 
tnarried and lives in Calgary. He is employed by 
Imperial Ol. Bradley lives in Ottawa, where he 
iguemployed by a. consulting engineer. 
Katherine Is employed in Richmond, and 
Eimer is stil in school 

Shirley Feeelved her certification as an X-ray 
fechnician walle working at Parson's Cline in 
ed Deer, and. received her B'S. Degree in 
‘medical fechnology. trom the “University. of 
Alberta. She married. Donald James McPhee 
from Hed Deer, and they now reside oUt of St 
‘Albert They have two sons, Gregory, who Is 
Attending U, of Av in the acuity of mechanical 
fnineering, and Gary, who has Just completed 
high senoot 


KILLICK, J. H. AND FAMILY 
‘Mr. J.-H Killick came’ to Canada from 
England! in 1890 and in 190 took up land in the 























Pine Lake district. Not king the cold winter, he 
zoturned to England (the fare from Red Dee: to 
{London was $65 at tal ume), but was back in 
Canada by the fall of 192 

‘Atthat time Evarts was a busy place, serving 
the whole area, and especially the immense dls: 
Iniet wast tothe Saskatehevwan River Mr. Klick 
‘hose Bvarts as te place fo start a store in 193, 

"He married Miss Ads Belle Brow in 1908. She 
had. come trom Nova Scotla In 1908 and. was 
feaching in Evaris. In 1905 she was te frst 
teacher in the Biebell Scho, but n 1005, west 
or Evarts, In 98 Mr. Klick established a store 
‘on the Medicine River, (wo miles north of the 
present town of Eekvile. He successfully applied 
fora postoffie for he area, andi must be given 
‘fname, Because he was leasing and from a Mr, 
Eckford, he called the post offie "ekvile” — 
‘whlch is how Bekvlle got Its name, 

111901 he sol ths Eckl store toa Bel 
Mr. Bruynserade, and moved back t9 Evarte 
Where he bought the hotel from ‘Mr. Bob 
Tawrence, Fora time he operated the Rte, « 
Sore and the post oftee, ut At Milward bought 
he hot! in 18. 25 

"in 1908 Harald the eldest son, was born in Red 
Deer with Dr. Richard Parsons in attendance 
Bernard, the second son, was born in January 
10, and Gordon was bora tn 102. 

‘Th the spring of 112 Mr. Ki disposed of a 
his holdings in Evarts and went west across he 
Saskatetewan River to homestead about 10 
files wet of he sora sit. The ralroad was 
eng Dull and We obtained a contract fo supply 
them with groceries from the store he started 
‘The construction of the bridge over, the 
Saskatchewan River was 2 tremendous under 
{aking because the dist forthe large grades was 
put there by teams of horses or mules using 

Business was very brisk a that time, In ad 
tion {o the ralroad business many sellers were 
‘moving in, and Indians were bringing thelr rs 


from as far west as the Kootenay Plalas. They 
fame dot the Saskatchewan River in canoes 

‘Vera, thelr first daughter, Was born af thls 
trang pst. In 1913 they moved seross the river 
{ove new townsite of Rocky Mountain House, 
Which had Just been established on Ine 
Homestead of H. Bertrand, Here Marjorie, the 
Youngest daughter, was bor 

‘Affectionately Known a "Jack Mr. Kill 
became a sort of legend In Rocky Mountain 
House. Many’ needing tasked for, and received, 
ep trom hm both in advice and In creat 33 
they coula get start. The business grew and 
prospered unl five stores were in operation, In 
{ies he Hudson's Bay Company bought ine sore 
tnd Mr. and Mrs, Killek retired 

‘On October 3, 1968 Mrs Klick passed away 
and on May 25, 1973 Mr. Klick passed on. He, 
fod ‘ot course Mrs, Killick, will always be 
membered. in Evarts, eekvlle. and Rocky 
fountain House, The hejped bull tis county 
Fis good counsel and sound advice vas eagerly 
fought by ‘neweomers. Tl Was through his 
fenerosity and sympatny that many setters in 
{his area remained and eventually prospered. 

Harold kilick wa born in 908i ted Deer on 
April 25, 1905. He started schoal in Rocky Moun: 
{ain House, where Mrs, Saale Durniord was the 
eacher, He was married in 188 to Rakel Ein of 
Asker. They had two boys, Jack and Ronald 
‘Tack is presently president of Ollex Industries, 
‘hile Rn is manager of Turbo Resources for 
Siskatchewan and Manitoba, Harold. later 
Bream a druggist and operated successful drug 
mores in Rocky Mountain House, Olds, ‘Taree 
Hills and Stettler, Hee now retired and iving on 
bis farm 10 miles southwest ot Rocky Mountain 
Huse, having sold hs Stetler drug tore im 17 

‘Beénard Killick was born in Evarts on April 
29, IID He started schoo with Harold He tok 
business eduestion course and was a 
bookkeeper. He’ married. the ‘matron ‘ofthe 
bosptalin Rocky Mountain House, Miss Irene 
MeRae. ‘Their two children are Jim and 
‘Maureen. Jim sn charge of M.S. Initution I 
Ssanien, B.C) Maureen fs No. 1for Time Air in 
Calgary 

(Gordon Killick was born in 1912 while his 
parents were living in Evarts, He started sehor 
Ee Rocky Mountain House, and went on o the U 
{graduating in Geology He worked with of 
‘riling ‘companies “uni his retirement in 
(Calgary. He married Elsie Bradshaw, and they 
hada son, John John is now a very inuentil 
than with Brasean in Calgary. Elsie and Gordon 
Ive adopted three eildren Margaret, Bruce 
4nd Doreen — a great credit io them 

‘Vera Killick Ads and Jack's eldest daughter, 
was born on Tom Gray's homestead. She 
married Dan Elliot, now deceased, Dan was 
ticket agent for the CPR in Eemonton, Calgary, 
Ottawa and Bantt 

Marjorie Killek stayed single, and after 
vears of successfully managing out ladles" dry 
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‘goods department, bought her own store in 
Jasper. She eventually sold ths store after years 
‘of successfully operating t, and. retired to 
Gabrila Island, near Nanaimo, B.C. 


‘THE FAMILY PIANO — by Mrs. N. Watson 

in the year 3907 Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Klick 
purchased a Gourley plano from’ Brumpton's 
Stare in Red Deer, ihe salesman belng Joseph 
\Wrlaht. "The plano ras moved from Red Deer to 
exile by wagon and team, where Mr. illic. 
had Just opened the frst post office. 

“The next move for the plano tras to Evarts, 
here afr. Killck had Just Bought a hotel, paving 
{oritwith horses, The business and post éfice i 
‘Bekrille was sold toa relative of Charles Snell of 
Red Deer 

“The plano remained in Evarts forfour years, 
108 to 102, when it was moved to the Tom Gray 
place west of the Saskatchewan River at Rocky 
Mtoun‘ain House, where Mr. Killick had a esr 
‘months previously opened a new store, The next 
‘move was to Rocky Mountain House when Mr, 
liek’ movea is store from west of the river 10 

‘of Rocky Mountain House 
ed unil 921, although tas 
‘moved into three cilferent residences in the 

‘ie, Killick sold his business in Rocky Moun 
tain House to Me, Seth Witton and moved his 
{amily to Vietoria inthe summer of 197, again 
‘moving the plano with them. 

‘Although tn 1828 Me. Killick again went into 
business in Rocky Mountaln Mouse, Mrs, Kilick 
{nd the calldzen took up residence in Edmonton 
fo thatthe enlldren cou finish seo}, a this 
{ine the plano was moved to Edmonton, where t 
remained unt 188, then being brought back to 
Rocky Mountain House 

‘Once agatn, in 2871, It has been moved to 
selowna to the Rome of Mrs. Vera Elliott the 
Second eldest daughter Of Mr: and Mrs, Ke, 

The plano. was orighally bought” for sp. 
proximately $80 to $130, and, forall fs travels 

ll Tooks and sounds like new. Not a seratch on 
Its polished mahogony surface: 

















KINGSEP, LEONARD — HIBTALA FAMILY — 
‘by Violet Himmelreich (Kingsep) 

My father’s fe began in Warroo, Eston, on 
the Baltie Sea on the second of May, 190. The 
family decided fo emigrate to Canada, so my 
grandtather, Christan Kingsep came nd took 
ut a homestead near Sylvan Lake. Four years 
{ater the family came to Red Deer, where my 
ranatather was doing construction work, belp 
{ng fo bulld the Alberta Hotel in Reg Deer. My 
«dad, Leonard Kingsep, came out with ls unele a 
‘Year ahead of the rea of the family. They came 
By boat to Montreal and landed on Canadian Soi, 
fon September 15,1898, They came by train feors 
Montreal to. Red ‘Deer. ‘To get out to 
homestead they had a slow Journey by 
and'a team of oxen. My dad had Iwo younger 




















brothers, Eustace and Kenneth, and two older 
sisters, Helma and Lilian. ‘Te only available 
Schooling was at the nearby Norma School, 
‘whlch ‘was opened when enough setiers had 
come into the area. ‘They attended. school 
‘whenever there was time trom farm Gutles, Dad 
Says that they got more education from_ex 
Derience than they ever got from attending 
Eotoal 

My grandfather, Christian, was asallor and a 
wanderer, so after moving his family o Canada, 
he lett 1o eek his fortune elsewhere, and Grand: 
‘other Tina was let to raise her rood the best 
Way that she could. he lived on the homestead 
All he rest of ner life, and lived to be well past 
lghty years of age. 

Times in the beginning were very hard with 
not much fo eat and na. money available for 
hecessary machinery and lvestock. Land fad £2 
be cleared and cultivated before there could be 
Crop or even a garden, Although homestead land 
Was cheap and even free in some eases, it had (0 
be’ improved, cleared and fenced before. you 
could own it, ‘according to government 
fegulations. Dad fold me that they even made 
thelr own ‘crude’ shoes from ‘cowhide, They 
{armed with oxen instead of horses 

[By the tlme Dad was 21 the frst world War 
was brewing” ils two brothers served in the a 
Fv. Eustace went to France and Kenneth weat 
Into the American emy’ and was stationed In 
Panama. Dad was. exempted from service 
hase ie was needed on the farm, Iwas at this 
Stage of his life that my’ mother entered the ple 

‘My mother was born, Euphemla Hletala, in 
Butte, Montana’ on September 16, 1895. Mom's 
folks ad ome from Finland just attr thelr 
Imarriage (leaving all of the Telatives behind.) 
‘They setied In Bulte where my grandfather, 
rank Hletala, wen! fo work inthe copper mines 
Copper dust proved to be very injurious tothe 
lungs and-my grandfather ew that he was 
developing the ‘dreaded miner's consumption, 
whieh affiited almost anyone who worked inthe 
fines for any length of time 

Grandfather decided that 1¢ would be a 
healthier life fo move to Canada so he emigrated 
to the area west of Svivan Late. Quite afew Fin 
nish fariles moved. into the came. area, 
hhumber of them also coming from Bute, Mon 
ana, There developed such a slid litle com 
munity of Finas that my grandmother, Enna, 
Hever’ found It necessary to learn fo. speak 
English although She lived to be well past elghty 
years of age 

Grandfather Frank id not tive very long 
ater getting his family established on the farm, 
So his wile and ebldren had to make the best of 
Bullaing anew lite ina new land My mother and 
Uncle Henry’ were the eldest children. ‘There 
were io other sisters — Emma (Cunningham) 
land Vie (Ptkanen) and a younger brother, Alex, 
‘who died when he was 21 Tn the beginning the 




















family llved in a two-story frame house and 
farmed with oxen 

‘My mother had never lived in the country 
before. She had never seen grass anywhere ex. 
‘cept ina ety park, with signs saying "Keep off, 
the grass.” She tought that the mllk they ob- 
tatned inthe ety came from a special pump that 
the mile man had, It as a eal revelation to dis: 
‘cover that cows gave milk, She remembers be 
Ing cestatle to think that they could ralse thelr 
own turnips. 

‘All te children went toate country school 
tolearn their ABC's, My motte already had had 
‘Tow years of schooling in Bult before she eame 
fo Canada. ‘The late Mr. J. MM. MeDonald’ of 
Foxe. was one of thelr teachers. He was 8 
young, handsome fellow just arrived from 
fasteth Canada at that time. Although times 
Were hard and money was searce there sill were 
enjoyable, memorable times, end. they were 
Dlessed with wonderful, helpful neighbors 

‘Their 2ith of May pienie was a great annual 
‘event with plente lunches, races, contests, and 
games and with a dance inthe eammaunity hal in 
the evening. ‘There were always enough 
‘musicians in the area for @ pickup orchestra 
Everyone attended, from the wee babies 10 
grandma, All the voung ladies turned out in thelr 
Best nome made dresees with bows in thelr hat 
and wearing high button boots, 

T'was on one of these pecasions that. my 
‘other and ded met, whieh ed to thelr marriage 
tin December 6, T9i2. The wat was sll on in 
Europe and times were becoming & tle better 
for poople onthe homesteads. My dad" and 
mother rented a farm southeast of Eekville and 
Set up housekeeping. In those days no one had 
‘very much wher they began their married le, 
Dut that was of very tle eonsequence. sy 
brother Ralph was the first addition to thelr 
family, followed by Ivan, and'T was number 
three, 

‘Wen I was a baby the price of wheat went up 
to three dollars'a bushel and my'father was able 
to buy his first car. We lived in a lg iwostory 
log Rouse and my’ faint recollections of those 
days are mostly happy ones. The setting fo that 
fog house was a pretty place with lots of natural 
{tees on the banks of fhe Medicine River. For 
Years Mother had to carry water up the steep 
Bank of the river to the house, : 

Tremember Mother doing her washing on the 
river bankeon the nice days of summer in order to 
five some of the hard work of earsving water 
She would butld a fire under her boller and heat 
water and wash her clothes by hand in-& wash 
{ub with awash board and home-made soap, 
Then they were hung to dry’ on twine ines ed 
from tree fo tree on the river bank. My brothers 
and I would play about in the tees while she ia 
her washing: My brother Ivan fll nto the river 
one day and Mom haa to jumpin and veseve him 
in water that was almost up ta her neck. One of 
my early fears was of the Bats that used fo fy it 





and out of our attic as it began to get dark in the 
evenings. 

‘Mother always had a lot of flowers planted 
sround the house and she ralsed a big Earden. 
We always went picking wild berries in the 
Summertime, and there was always a contest fo 
See who would be fist to get his pall led with 
ihe wild raspberries, strawberries, saskatoon, 
fr blueberries, Some years we even found wild 
gel nuts in the woods 

“nthe spring Dad alway put a net in the river 
assoon as he lee was gone and he caught aol of 
‘Suckers and pike. Mom made the bes ish raul 
iigan T have ever tasted out of ish, mak, 
Dalatocs, and onions. Wellved almost entirely otf 
The and so had ite need for stores. Our clothes 
Were all home made from whatever material or 
Yarn te could ‘afford. Times may have been 
hard, ‘but life fo me seemed good and the 
uniners long and sunny. Families and frends 
Wislted alot andIt was always exelting to have 
fompany, 

‘On Saturday nights we alway went to Grand 
mother Hletala's place Yor a Sauna (steam bath) 
tnd there was alvays coffee and eake afterward, 
long with ots of visiting. ‘The sauna Was 8 
‘wonderful invention whlch was found at every 
Finn homestead. Grandmother's bath house wat 
bull of logs. There was a dressing room and a 
Steam room, Inthe steam and wash room there 
was a stove bull out of & large drum. An 
fenelosure around the drum eld Tots of faely 
lange rocks to absorb the hea when the fie as 
one Uncle Henry would bulld the tre in the 
‘morning and keep I stoked up al day to heat the 
rocks. We would have pans of water an Soap 10 
‘rash with and then we poured water on the rocks 
{o create steam. Grandmother: made wilow 
Stetehes walen you could beat yourself with 10 
Improve your circulation. after siting [nthe hot 
Steam for as long as you thought you could stand 
{tye next thing to do would be to splash cold 
‘ater all over yourself cool off enough fo get 
(hy. After geting dressed and stepping out Into 
{he cool night, [remember it mademe feel ike a 
milion dollars 

We had another ite brother added to our 
family while we lived tn the big house by the 
ver, but he was s0 ty that ne lived for only a 
few dass. He was born at home, and of course 
‘here were no ineubators tobe had in those days, 
ven though 1 was very young T stl remember 
‘ose sad days very vividly 

‘The year before T started 19 school we moved 
tothe farm just north of Eckvile. For me sehool 
days were ie best days of my'life. Although my 
brothers did not especially lke school, loved 
fan could hardly wait until vacation was over 50 
{Teould go back and start another term in a new 
grade. My teacher for grades one, two and tnree 
tras Miss Gladys Jones: then T had Nise Byers 
lind Miss Craig through grades four, five, and 
Sk. For Junior high Iwas in Mr Baldwin's room, 
Salter having had lady teachers it was @ Dit 











scary to have a man teacher. In high school I had 
Mr. Scott and Mr. Lewis aid my best teacher, 
(and a real gem), was Mrs. Westergard. One of 
sy favorite memortes is of our great basketball 
{eam and our outdoor basketball court, a8 we 
hea no gymnasium. Softball games and track 
eels were funy f00 

“Every fall af our schoo! tatr we could exhibit 
our vegetables that te had grown during the 
Stimer- On one occasion dug up aehole row of 
farrots just to gel six that were exactly ake, We 
‘made pressed weed and wildflower callections 
Sand caught and mounted butterfies and insects. 
Our best artwork, maps and penmanship were 
handed in for competition. We Led calves. and 
Cots infront of the judges and brought pens of 
thickens and dueks and rabbits and pigs: There 
were classes for cooking and canning and sew. 
ing. For me all ths was a serious business 
because money was. given as the prizes, and 
Sometimes this was the only spending money 1 
‘ould count on having in'a whole year. 

‘Among the pleasant and indelole memories 
cof my elldhood were the days ot harvest in the 
fall. The threshing crews were huge when they. 

iad steam threshers. There was always afeling 
Gf excitement when the bundle haulers ana the 
big machine moved info our Held and started to 
work. Mother always had extra women 
{neighbors or sisters) over to help feed the men, 
‘The place was like a huge bakery to me with ali, 
‘he ples, buns and bread baking. ‘There were 
large pos of potatoes and vegetables, roasts and 
sravy, and Homemade pleses. 

‘A iong table was set with a white ollcioth 
cover, and homemade benches were used to seat 
fits hungry men, We always had in basins 
And large cream eans of warm water placed out 
Sle the door for the men ta wash before each 
‘meal, There was always lols of practical Joking 
And. laughter alongwith all The work, ond 
feveryone seemed fo enjoy it all, inspite of the 
hard work for both men and women, Everyone 
was up before daybreak. Huge breakfasts mere 
Prepared by" the women while the men fed, 
Watered and ‘harnessed. thelr horses. 1 was 
‘lowed to go out tothe threshing macnine when 
{he ladies took coffee and hot rolls out To the men 
for a mia-moraing and a mid-efternoon lunch 

Christmas was special In those days, even 
‘though It was usually a simple and homey occa: 
Sion eth relatives usually being Invied. for 
Ainner. Christmas concerts were very important 
with Santa arriving to give out treats after the 
Stage program. All the children took part in the 
oncert of singing, recitations, dels and stage 
plays 

‘MY mother was the heart and soul of our fam 
ly, Through the years she kept In contact with al 
the relatives, near and far, by writing lots and 
lots! of letters. and’ by sewing, knitting, or 
erocneting te gifts for them. 

‘We enjoyed swimming in the river when the 
«ays were warm in summer and skated for miles 














up and down the river in winter when the ie was 
food. Every winter my" dad and some of his 
{ends went fishing to Buck Lake right after the 
New Year. They ished with nets through the ce 
‘The fish they brought home were very” good 
eating. Mother canned or smoked many of them, 
Aithough there were no deep freezes in those 
Gays we froze the fish ito a big snow Dane by 
Aigging out a big hole shen puting the fish int 
land peusing water ever them. We chopped them 
Out in chunks with an axe as we needed them to 

“Another necessary project on farms was pu 
ling up a supply of wood before winter set In 
‘Thls Involved falling the trees and hauling them 
In. Then they Nad fo be sawed into blocks for the 
"eater and some of the blocks spit into smaller 
pleces fo be used In the kitchen stove, This 
Recded 6 be dane early nthe season because the 
‘Wood aid not urn well unless had some line to 
{ry out before belng used. Tt was the duty of my. 
brothers and me to pile the wood ino along rove 
‘agalnst a fence after twas split and then during 
the winter it was our regular chore to keep the 
woodbox in the back shed filled with wood, 

Mother and Dad lived on thelr farm near 
Bekville unl 1965 tn the spring ofthat vear they 
Sold the farm and retiea fo Summerland, B.C 
Mathers health ad faiea by tls time but thes 
enjoved the milder winters and especialy en. 
Joyed having fruit trees, roses. and 
‘chivsanthemums in thelr back yard 

‘Ralph has spent most of his adult te In B.C 
rear the coast felling trees forthe lumber in 
ustry, fils eldest son, Elis, lives in Los Angeles, 
‘while Lenny, Mark, and daughter Laura live i 
Port Coquitlam. 

Tvan first went north when the Alaska 
ighivay was belng bull. His work was fo baal 
{uct for the outtts working om the project, He 
lived most of the ime at Fort St ohn, unt is 
death in June, T97. ls son, Leslie and tamity 
live at Fort Si. John, but his two daughters, 
Diane and Shelley, now lve in Alberta, 

Aer fialshing’ hgh school T took teacher 
training in Edmonton and have spent 1 years as 
2 classroom teacher, mostiy at he Brade one 
level, During the war 1 worked In the Calone] 
Beletier Hospital in Calgary asa typist and office 
clerk In the Outpatient Cline. married Robert 
Himmetreieh In 1846 and we have two chiloren 
Our daughter, Sherri, Is married and lives th 
Lethbridge. Her daughter. Danleli ts our trst 
‘Brandehild: Our son, Keith ives In Calgary 

“Mother passed aivay in’ Sammetland of the 
12th of July) 196, inher ith year: Dad returned 
to Eexvlle in April, 1976 and pasced aay on the 
nth of November, 1978, at the age of SH 


KINGSEP, LOUISE TIPMAN (MOTTUS) — by 
Louise Kingsep 

Mr. and Ms. Magnus Tipman and family of 
four saled from Russia in 192 o begin anew ie 
In Ganda, The trp took two weeks on an old Ship, 











‘when, included three days in very dense fog 
‘After landing in Fastemn Canada we took a train 
io Red Deer and then by horses and wagon to 
Sylvan Lake, where several Estontan families 
hhad already Settled, For wo years we lived with 
4m aunt and uncle, and dad worked ina lumber 
‘ll In Red Decr atthe golng wage of one dollar 
4d ity cents a day 

Tn. Seplember of 1904 we moved to our 
homestead in the Stetler area where Dad had 
bulla large one-room cabin witha ait floor and 
fir ret. Alle our belongings were loaded into a 
‘covered wagon whieh was pulled by two oxen — 
famed Eric and Billy. We ad a cow and ul ted 
{othe wagon and a dozen chickens in aerate, Our 
{tip was quite uneventful unt we had fo cross 4 
reek. The Wagon Was too heavily loaded fo use 
the bridge, "so we forded the creek. Halfway 
across EH dectded fo lay down and colo, est 
‘was a very warm day. However, the spot he 
Picked was quite unsuitable as hs head couldn't 
be kept out of the water. So elghtsvearola John 
Went fo the rescue by crawling ou onthe tongue 
Of the wagon and, taking hold ofthe reins, could 
pull Erie's head up. No amount of coaxing oF 
Swearing could get that ox up unl he was quite 
ready 1o do 0 himselt. During all tls excite 
‘ment Bity quletly stood by and chewed his cud. 

‘We arrived at our destination after three days 
of travel and settle into our cabin. It was fur 
hlshed with ahome made stove made ofroek and 
lay with a cast iron top. Beds were made with 
Falls and steawfiled mattresses, The fireplace 
Was used to bake bread, whieh was wrapped In 
tabbage leaves unl we acquired bread pans 10 
hake iin, As we bad no outbullaigs a th time, 
the enickens were kept in the cabin fenced in un 
der the bed. They kept Us in eggs ail winter, and 
tere was no sleeping in as the rooster eromed 
regularly at day break 

‘Aller Dad had made sure we were getied in 
for the winter he returned to his work at the 
lumber ml in Red Deer. Mother and brothers, 
‘John and Mike, and myself, Louise, pul up the 
hay, wen was eat by hand, oaded onto a home 
‘made willow stoneboat and pulled over to the 
abin by the bull who was harness brake. In the 
Spring Dad cultivated five acres af land with the 
ald of the oxen and seeded It to a mixture of 
barley, oats and rye, We also had a small plot for 
garden, In the fall this crop was cut and 
{hreshed by hand. The straw was salvagea and 
‘sed to make a siraw roof forthe cabin 

"To bring in 2 supply of groceries for the 
winter was quite an ordeal, asthe trip had to be 
fade to Red Deer and took a week to complete 
‘The bobsled was loadea with hay tofeed the oxen 
{nd enough food to last Dad had tobe packed. Ax 
more settlers had moved into the area, each one 
Was called on and a lst of Suppiles taken from 
‘each and delivered on his return, ‘The years 
passed and improvements were made tn living 
and working conditions. The family grew toe 
Sons'and {tree daughters —~ Jonn, Mike, Ado, 
































Ferdie, Edward, Mary, Sophie and_ myst. 
‘There was no sciol in the area until 910 aad un 
thes, Dad and Mom helped us vith our 
‘wading, Dad taught us some German es well 
Being setool teacher was the ony eccupation 
to rive for at the time, and two brothers and 
two sisters took this step. 

in 1813 Dad passed away atthe early age of 89 
years, due toa thresting aceldent, The tally 
ontnved farming, and eight vears iter, also at 
{he age ot 49 vears, Mother dled ater a lengthy 
llness. Ado, Eaward, Mary and Sophie became 
teachers, and John, Mike, and Ferdie carried oh 
the farming 

ImIGlI T met and married Hugo Mottus and 
we moved fo the Gilby district where we raised 8 
family of four sons and three daughters, We had 
many hard limes during the depression, as ald 
reryone with a family to feed and educate 
Hugo was vory much involved withthe Medlcine 
Valley Calf Club, being one of the organizers 
However, after 18 years he resigned, due fo i 
health, Te ralsed purebred Hereford cattle. He 
Was one of the frst members ofthe Eckile Co 
bp and served as board member, in adaition to 
being one of the onganzers of tae Credit Union 

‘With his brothers Alex and Osea Molt ow 
slag a threshing out, they traveliea the district 
Going threshing ‘or helghbors as well a8 for 
themselves. With a crev of twenty at times, it 
tras avery busy season for us housewives ~ do 
ing chorea while the men were away and doing 
the cooking while they were at our place 
Everyone pied in and did theis bit so ft was 
Ghlte an exeling week 

With a lot of hard work and a lot of belt 
tightening we were able to give our family the 
‘education they desired, ll seven ofthe children 
Feeeived thelr public schooling at the Medicine 
Valley School, hich was three miles from our 
home. Our oldest son, Edward, became a school 
Teacher and taught school for a'year before going 
tothe alr Force during Word War IL. Upon nis 
discharge he furthered his education io receive 
his Ph.D. In organte chemistry. He did research 
{or Monsanto in the USCA. for several years and 
presently Is. Senlor “Researeh “Specialist. He 
married the former Ruby Land an they reside 
fn Misoourl, USA, They have a family of 0 
fons and a daughter. 

‘Ena received her Grade 12 and worked n the 
creamery offi, for several years, before 
marrying George LeBehan. They” presently 
Feside in Edmonton where George works a5 
Seam engineer. ‘They have one son and one 
daughter. 

‘Arthur tnished his grade nine, but farming 
was in ls blood so he remained on the farm. He 
Mnarried the former Betty Walls and they have 
vo sons and two daughters 

‘After Art's marriage Hugo and T retired to 
cour Wood Lake quarter. We bought a log house 
Sand haa it moved toa ste overlooking the lake, 
Many" good mes Were had there as it was an 














deal place for welner roasts, skating partes, 
snd family zeunlons. The house Is sil used a8 & 

"Hoy falshed high school in Eekvile and then 
‘worked for MeMilan and Blogel in Edrveaton 
He married Shiley Walker and they have to 
Sons and four daughters. They lve In South Bur 
‘aby, B.C. and presently Rey s part ower n'a 
‘whelesaie lumber company 

Syivla finished high sehoo! in Lacombe and 
supervised Sunset Sehoo! for six montne. She 
‘married Alex Brown, who is Utilities Oticer for 
ID. No, 10, They live in Rocky Mountain House, 
nd have fou sone 

‘Amy also fished high school in Lacombe 
and then did offce work until marrying Ea Zack 
Who Is. presently District Engineer for the 
Depattnint of Hignways at Peace River. They 

‘Gur youngest son, Dick, finished school and 
worked for International Harvester as aseistant 
Service supervisor for many years. He married 
the former Shirley Ceasor and they have 0 
Sons, They presently reside in Innisfail and Dick 
feaches hydraulles at the Olds Agriculttral 
Schoo 

Hugo passed away in November, 195 after 
several years of il heat. T remained at Wood 
Lake fora year and then bought alte house in 
Bekvill After working and traveling for 15 

jears I married Leonard Kingsep in 1970 at 

Sylvan Lake. We moved to Summerland, B.C. 
And lived there unl the spring of 1976 when Len 
fle was forced to sell his beautifal property due 
Toltl health. We returned fo Eekville, as Lennie 
Wanted to be near od friends and his daughter 
Viole, who lives near Carstairs, Lennie was 
always ready fo help hls nelghbors when any 
help as needed, In November ofthe same yea 
he passed awa 

Bresently Tam living in Eckville, and with 
my family, 26" grandchildren, and’ 14 great 
grandchildren life is full of unexpected 
Eappenings 




















KORHONEN, Erkki and Annie— by Malra Moos 
and Malja Korhonen 

"EPL Korhonen and Annie Maata were both 
bora in Sotkamo, Oulani, Finland in 1905, Annie 
on Tanuary 4, and Erk on December 14. They 
Salied to Canada in March of 1998, travelling bY 
iain from Halifax to. Toronto: stopping. at 
Erik's sister's place. From there they boarded 
a traln for Rocky Mountain House. Their frst 
Fesldence in Canada was at another of Erkkt's 
Esters, Mrs, Ida Hetikinen's farm inthe Bingley 
area, at spring he assisted hs brother-in-law 
‘on the farm and Annie moved to Nordege where 
She'd found work at boareiag House, 

"In the months to come, Erkkl worked in a 
lumber camp and st Varios other jobs. In 1229, 
‘Erie! purchased a quarter section in the Tail 
istrict from Mr. John Jackson for 380. Only #5, 
‘acres of tls was broken. For the next year Be 











was hard at work, clearing more of his land and 
falso continuing ais work at the lumber camps 

Although Annie and Brkxl were each fll 
ing thelr own endeavors, they were keeping in 
touch. They were married in Sylvan Lake on 
‘uly io, 1990. They settled on thelr quarter to 
arm, The next year, with the spring came thelr 
first born, son, Mauno, on June 10, 193, The 
days passed by quleely a there was lots of hard 
‘work to farming. But, also, they enjoyed good 
Hes for the community’ people would. get 
{ogether to present plays inte teal hall ana an 
eeastonal Social evening for dancing. Taelr se 
ond chil, a gr, Malla, was born on September 
Sneed airing one ot the worst and eariest ble: 
ras they can remember, 

Tn Maren ofthe next year, the Kothonens sold 
‘hei farm and packed up the children, bag and 
Denuage and headed for Russia, They sted in a 
place ‘called Petrozavodsk where Erkki. was 
Employed as a catskinner. Two Years late, July 
4, 198, a third eld was born, a daughter, 
Maira, times were very hard tn ussia at this 
lime so in the spring ofthe following year, they 
Were travelling agtia, They retargcl a'thel 
Birth place, Sotkamo, where Erkki was 
employed at fumber camps 

“Two years later, In 190, Erkki was drafted 
Into the Flonish Army. His ealistment lasted two 
‘ears and he then returned home to tarm. Two 
Yeats passed and he was again called to the 
army but ths me to tight, A son Erle, was bora, 
Jue 2, 194i several weeks aftor EPWkl had lef. 
He didnot see hls newest son until November of 
that year when he came home. The war was 

“The years slipped by with the good and the 
bad, Thele last cid was born on Mareh 12,1957, 
4 daughter, Malja. The family had growa to & 
food size since that farm in Canada. and the 
Rorkonens had, tus far travelled many, may 
Illes in several countries. Nevertheless, thelr 
Trey feet nad not quite given up. In May ot 85, 
‘Mom, Dad and family lett Finland again, We 
travelled by train, ship and car and arrived in 
Leslieville in June, Dad rented a quarter section 
north af Lesltevile for approximately two years 
Tn he spring of 1958, the faally moved lito the 
vlage af Bekvile 

The following several years brought a. few 
‘changes withthe older children leaving home. A 
gala event was the double wedding of the {v0 
Sldest daughters on July 15, 1955. Also Dad tried 
His hand at farming for several years in the 
Eekvile district. In ine spring of 1888, Dad and 
Mom purchased a lot in the Town of Eckvile 
<Aboutla year later, they bought the od St, Pauls 
Presbyterian Chueh, moved it to ths tot and 
remodelled It nto what Is sill thelr home 

‘During the years that Anne and EYKs! have 
resided in Bekville and district, they have en 
Joved the many irlends they have made and the 
{nlondlinese of the community. Both Anne and 
Erkkl were employed at the Sckvlle Elemen- 





























tary School as janitors for many years. Erkki 
also worked asa carpenter for various residents 
Sand businesses inthe district The Korhonens are 
‘enjoying thelr retirement in fairy good health 
‘They take great pride in thelr garden which Is 
{elt summer pass time, Annie enjoys her 
handwork and Ele his ishing, Both are active 
members of the Friendship Chub, 

“The children are all now residing in various 
paris of the country, Mauno married Jeanine 
Eeclerg from ‘Geraldton, Ontario. They have 
three ‘children, two sons and one. daughter. 
‘Mauno ls employed by Kmberley Clark, in the 
pulp and paper industry 

alla married Rayinond Anderson, youngest 
son of Charles and Lian Anderson trom Sylvan 
Take. The live in Ollver, B.C. and have six 
ciilldren, four daughters, and Two sons. 

‘Maina married Clarence Movs, eldest son of 
Hans and Nora Moos of Eekvlle, They are far 
‘ing northeast of town and are the parents cf 
fone son and one daughter. 

‘rte married Teresa Bellew of Coutts, Alber 
ta. They are resting in Coutts where Bris set 
employed as a contract painter. ‘They have sik 
‘children, three sons and'three daughters, They 
Jost one son at the age of five months 

‘Malla is residing in Hadmonton where she Is 
seltemployed as @ bock-keeper. 


‘TE AUGUST B, KOSKI FAMILY — written by 
Ns daughter, Mrs. Josephine Halstts,of Span 














‘August B: Koskt was born in Kanus, Finland, 
on August 21, 1878. At the age of yearshe came 
fo the United States, where he moved fom place 








to pace, working in lumber camps, mines, and 
In bfurnitune factory 
‘Anna Maria Hyvarl was born on October 8, 
asgh and emigrated from Finland to the US.A. 
Where she Was united In marriage to August 
Koskt at Hamilton, Montara, on November 16, 
1901, Through the Years eleven children — four 
Sons and seven daughters — were bora to them. 
wo daughters, Mary and Annie, have passed 
sway, as well as one son, Bade, who died in 
March, 1971 Ida" Johnson lives in. Seatle, 
Washington, U.S.A; Josephine Halstein at 
Sylvan Lake (Kuusamo); Emma Lutz at Eck 
wily Arthur at Eekvile: Lemp! Christensen 
lam at Prince George, B.C 
Eisle MeDonald at Cloverdale, B.C; and Ernest 
al Beil, 
Tn 180 Mr. Koski was a lean, broad: 
shouldered man in his late twenties, with black 
curly halt and a handlebar moustache, He 
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decided about this time to change his environ 
ent, and went fo Red Deer, NWT, and then 
fade his way thity miles to ike west. After 
talking about inthe wilderness of the Medieine 
River valley, he found a pleasing site and fled on 
a homestead on SE. 2-99.35, Which ls cor 
fervise with Old Keke, He liked the winding 
ver, having left behind similar seenery in his 
thildhend home. Not only was It pleturesque, but 
Iwas ideal cate raling country, with fat Tow 
land, Heh in grass for pesture or hay, with plenty 
of water within reach. 

‘On this land he chose a spot of higher ground 
for buldings with the river en both sides forming 
horseshoe flat nthe far end ofthe house yard. 
‘Tule river that floodee its banks many. times 
played a big part in the ives of the Koski amily. 
[ine siver wae a benefit as a watering place for 
the livestock and it also helped to feed the fam 
Jy. Mr. Koski made his own net and boat, and he 
family enjayed many meals of Kala’ Mojaka 
rate with sucker, pike, or even an occasional 
Waltetisn. Problems, too, were sometimes 
treated by the river, especially when it loaded 
‘The first such occursenee was in the rade of 
{he summer, The pan fell night and day unt the 
water seached dangerously close to the level of 
the buildings, stopping however, Defore. any 
Serious damage Was donee next big Hood was 
nthe spring of 1920, Atthis time the whole Koskl 
quarter, except a small area. around the 
Sulldings, was under water and well over a all 
mille of road was cut of. During thls time when 
Dr leDonald needed to make a house eal {the 
porth of Eckvile. He starteg off with a horse and 
buggy but after reaching the flooded area he 
‘would tie his horse to tree and one of The Koskl 
Dboys would row him across this tong stretch of 
treacherous water, Here he was usually mel By & 
‘member ofthe pallens family and taken tothe 
Tome. Later he would return to Eekvile by the 
Fame means, Fortunately, there already were 
telephones in the country. No lives were lost In 
tither of these two floods, but some years later 
there were some drownings on the ofher side of 
Eekville when the waters rose high again. 

After ‘ling on his homestead tn. 1904 Mr. 
Kosi started bullaing a one room log house with 
{he help of his brother inaw, Mir Hussa, who 
had siteady’settod his family on a homestead 
ste one mile fo the nor. Mr. Hussa owned 
{eam of oxen that were useful for hauling the 
poplar logs from the river bank to the place of 
Construction. "The work was heavy, but It 
Sometimes had its funy side, too. On one occa 
Son, when the oxen refused to puli the toad, Mr. 
Hséa calmly stepped benind them, got down of 
hls hands and knees and barked lke # og. This 
persuaded the oxen to continue moving the 1030 
Biter the nouse was finished Mf. KoskI made 
Some furniture, making good use of his earler 
experience in the furniture factory 

Hn December of 1904 Mrs. Kos, with thelr 
tree small ehilaren, eame fo Eckl, Since the 























Koskt house was not yet ready t0 live in they 
spent the first winter In the home of her sister, 
Shs sca Mrs. Koskl was a small plump pe 
fon, timid by nature and very shy of strangers 
She'often taiked about how frightened she was 
When she travelled alone with taree litle ones 
Into strange land. New flendships soon sprang 
up with neighboring families, but the center of 
Mes. Kosk's interest always emalned with her 
rowing famaly 

oneer lite was usually hard forthe women 
‘and chien, Mich of Mit. Koskt's work was 
‘way from home, and this left the responsiblity 
Stearing for the childcen and the livestock ta the 
‘rife. The cows, mllked by hand, provided the 
ream which was churned into butler (0 be ex 
‘changed for groceries. Later the milk was sold to 
near-by cheove factory. Everyone had to help 
‘eith the having, oe of the older children staying 
Inthe hots to fake care ofthe baby. At ist the 
oskts had only two horses, one af whieh soon 
hea her first coll. One day this precious new 
Animal slipped info the river when Mes, Kos 
Weas at Rome alone with the children, She heard 
The mare neighing and rushed 1 ei, Not know: 
Ing how to swim, she grasped hold ota near-by 
‘wallow branch, fowered herself Into the water 
4nd pulled the colt fo salty. The occasional loss 
of ah animal by drowning was not 20 serious 
After the herd got bigger. 

Although Mr. Koskl was able to bulld up a 
large herd of eaitle from a very small stat, his 
greatest pride was Inthe horses that he raised 
Sind improved. Some of these Neavs work horses 
or Percheron strain won him prizes through the 
Years at the Benalto Falr. Hogs also were In: 
ded in the mixed farming operations. 

‘As the years passed more land was broken, 
‘The main crop was oats, which were used malay 
for ivestock feed, Enough wheat for home use 
Sas grown and taken fo the int ml fo be 
‘ground ino flour. The grain was ofa poor quailty 
‘eeause ine growth was heavy and slow a pen 
ing and the frost came early. Later more wheat 
and then barley was sown and the grain was 
‘auled to an elevator. Rive was grown for hog 
pasture. ‘The well-known Langer Brothers 
Threshing outst circulated around the country, 
doing the threshing for many of the farmers. A 
blast of the steam engine whistle announced 
thelr arrival ata farm andbustle and excitement 
Felgned untl the out was taken on (othe next 

Diring those first years there was very tle 
money to spend on vecreation, nor” on Un 
hecessary clothing. If a child wore shoes 10 
choo! inthe summertime everyone guessed that 
he must come from a well-todo farally. The 
$oungsters enjoyed bathing and swimming the 
Fiver even though most of ther had never heard 
of abating su ost of he recreation was just 
4 part of making a living. Even tramping 2 load 
tray was fun I the weaiter wasn’t fo Rot, The 
boys made elt own skis and stilts and if they 

















were lucky enough to get Skates they skated 

Sunday’ was always a bg day at the Koski 
home. Whenever there were no church services 
at the schoolhouse the nelghbors trom alles 
round visited one another. When the boys grew 
Bigger a Mr. Plathan organized a boys” brass 
bend. Practices were held on Sunday afternoons 
"whieh meant a gathering af young. people, 
tien at the Koski home Ms, Koski always set 
fotfee for all who were present She always 
Femained her light-hearted sel, and even ater & 
Hard day's work often took part inthe children's 
ames, or sal by and enjoyed watching them: 

‘ME. Koski was more stern by nature, and took 
le seriously. When he entered the house his 
word was la. Alfiough he eas a'man with & 
reat determination fo better himself ne never 
fmed dovn a nelghbor in distress, When death 
Sieuck at a neighbor's and they could not afford 
Sn undertaker, (even if one had been avaiable 
they’ came tot. Koskl for telp. He panstaling™ 
1 bult the cafin and then prepared the body 
{or burial I someone needed hep with a sick 
Animal he took hs veterinary book along and set 
tut To give whatever assistance he could to save 
the animal, 

4s interest in the Improvement of the com- 
‘munity led Mr. Koskt to help with the opgantza 
ton of the local Cooperative Association, of 
Whlci he was an active member um his death 
land of which he was acirecor for several years 
He also served as a school irustee and was an a. 
tive member of several farm orgenlaatlons 

‘AuB. (as he was known around Eckvile) 
was ine rst mail carrier and served the com 
unity in this way for five and half years: His 
fist contract, datea December 1, 1906, called for 
‘ne trip 4 week to carry the mall from Evarts to 
the new post otic in Bekille, He received one 
Aoliar and seventy cents for each round tip this 
mount later being inreased to wo dollars and 
{ify cents when, after a years and a half mall 
service was Inaugurated to Leslieville, 4 dls 
tance of 13 miles. Later Plteox (now Hespero) 
‘Was added tothe soute and three dollars was now 
pala for the round trp, This amount was ater in 
Greased to three dollars and fifty cents 

‘In elating some of the difiulties of hs Job 
‘Mr. Koskl emphasized the fact that it scented 
that rain fel continuously during tte suramer, 
fand since there were no roads or brldges his 
‘made transportaton difficult. The horse-drawn 
Vehlele used for ihe conveyance of the mall dur 
Ing the rst years was the front gear ofa wagon, 
The fongue had been taken off and shafts fitted 
Ina home-made box on the top completed the 
carriage 

"The Koskis had a hard fe, but a fe with a 
wealth atexperlence. There were many illnesses 
inthe family but fortunately there was always a 
Complete recovery. In the years when no doctor 
ould be reached 4 three-Jear-old git vas left 
pperalyzed from the hip down on one side as the 
fesult of an fness. With dally massage by her 











<evoted family she eventually regained the use 
St he net la Later, when the oldest daughter 
became it with double pneumonia Dr. MeDanala 
Was called. He immediately called a trained 
hrse, Mrs, Herring, and, thanks to thelr compe 
‘eat tieatmient and care, the gisl recovered 

The original house that Me. Koski Rad bult is 
soll in us, with rooms having been added on 
fhrough te Years as the family Increased in 
humbers, An Grasmental cupboard bullt by Mr. 
ose sll hangs on the wall in the place where 
he placed it after having made i. Ernest Is stl 
ling on the original Koskt homestead 

‘ME, Koskl die on August 2,169, and his wite 
passed away an November 1, i951 Both are ald 

‘est in the Eekville cemetery. 

‘A very unforseen ineident happened one day 
nen Bir, Bruymseraede's cow got loose. Mr 
Brusmeseraede, who sas cunning the general 
Sore in Old Eckl atthe time, owned a rllk 
‘ow, He had built @'smal barn for thls animal 
Sut she refused to stand In her stall long enough 
{obe ted, To discourage her inthis bad hab. ne 
Setup a pltehford behind her in such sway that 
‘then she toed to back up the prongs of the fore 
eked her and. reminded her to stay” put 
However, this time when he went to tie her she 
bolted back with such force thatthe fork stuck To 
Her hind quarters and avay she went, fork and 
all Sho ended up at the Koskl farm. When Ed 
and Ernest (sill qute young) saw what had 
4appened they chased the animal, with ork sil, 
attaened to her, back to her owner. 

‘Mr. Bruynecraede Was 4 pleased to see is 
cow again that he rewarded the boys with an ex 
‘ra big bag at candy 

‘AS of Jne, 17, several of the Koskt family 
have pasted away’ Tda's husband, Elmer John 
fon, was the first to go, im te summer of 1962, 
‘then they were living in New Westminster, B.C. 
Hedied suddenly while working onthe law. 1d 
moved to Seattle, Washington, after Elmer 
passed avay and Worked in a hospital for some 
Hime. They have two sons, Edwin and Arthur, 
4nd one daughter, Alle, ail ving in Seattle 

“The next fo go was Stewart Leaves, 1), Bus: 
band ot Mary. Stewart passed away in 187 atthe 
‘wheel of his ear in Coquitlam, B.C. Mary steered 
the car to a curb and went for ep bit he was 
pronounced ead on arrival at" St, Mary's 
Frospital. He had suffered a heart attack walle 
Ariving is car. Mary’ Leavesiey followed her 
husbena in death In 1992 while living in New 
Westminster. She died of a heart attack in @ 
near-by hospital, at the age of 7 

Kenneth Coutts, of SyWvan Lal, husband of 
Annie, passed away in the Eeklle Hospital on 
Sepicinber 2, 173, ater a lengthy illness. He 
‘was 58 years of age, Annie Coutts passed away 
‘on June 11, 1974 at the age of 60 years, Just mine 
months atfer the death of her husband. She dled 
‘ery suddenly on er way to Fort Saskatchewan 
‘with her son Jim. Aanie and Kenneth are sur 
‘ved by two sons, Kenneth of Geraldton, On 














tari, and Jlm of Fort Saskatchewan, Albert, 

‘Baward Koski passed away’ in the Eekvilic 
Hospital on Mareh 2, 1977 at the age of ears, 
dale had spent his last years ith hs brother 
Emmest in the old home a mile north of Eek, 
‘Eade suffered from severe arthritis forthe last 
few years of hisilfe. However, he Was never co 
fined to a wheel chair He is survived by 10 
daughters, Ethel and Helen, of Edmonton. Asan, 
adic, predeceased him. 

‘Ernest. Kosi! stl Ives In the farm home 
north of Eekvile left by his parents buts plan 
hing to move nto the town of Eekville before the 
fend of 77. He had several serious operations in 
114 butts enjoying good health now. 

“Josephine Halstein lives with her husband 
Iver on thelr farm sfest of Sylvan Lake. They 
have two daughters: Bsther Dube living west of 
Sylvan Lake, and Dorothy Wisoiai, living in 
Richmond, B.C 

Emma Lulz and her husband George ive in 
te town of Beeville. They have a family of Your 
Norman ‘ives in Calgary, Elizabeth’ (Betty) 
Splers ves n Rea Deer, Daviene Taylor lives in 
Red Deer, and Brian lives in Rocky Mountain 
House, 

“Arthur Koskt has retied, due to poor health, 
and lives tn the Eekville Manor House 

“Lemp Christensen end her husband Kat live 
in the town of Bekville: Lempl works at the 
Hospital part-time, 

‘William Kost has made his home in Prince 
George, B.C. where he has Worked through the 
years a8 a carpenter, and at various other jobs 
From time to ime. 

Elsie MeDonaid lives with her husband 
Donald in Burnaby, B.C. They have one son, 
Kenneth 

‘Amat trage occurrence took place in 1883 n 
‘the Koskl and. Makt families when Nett Maki 
Became ill'with spinal meningitis and passed 
away at the age of 25 years, leaving behind @ 
{Young ‘widow, Emma, and two small children 
Norman, age three years and Betty, age one 
year 

‘Gene and Darlene Taylor have four children 
Cindy, Tammy, Cameron, and Tera. 

‘Brian Latz married Charlene Murray and 
they" have Two ehildren, Gregory and Kirsty: 
Daven, 

Beity and Cecll Splers have two sons, Dale 
and Neal 








‘THE ALL 
Kuntz 
“len sas from Heisler, Alberta, and Bert 
was from Grand Falls, New Brunswick, Both of 
ther served in the Canadian, 
years and then were 
Famuary, 17 
‘Al began employment withthe Alberta Wheat 
Pool in ay, 846 and now has 3 years with he 
company. The first year he was at the Elspeth 
levator, then the next 23 veare were spent at 





J. KUNTZ FAMILY — by Mrs, 












‘he Hekwville Elevator, and since 971 has been at 
the Pool Elevator No, lst Red Deer 

Bert bogan ‘employment at the Eckville 
Hospital in Noveraber, 1095, where she worked in 
the office for the next five Yeas, before moving 
to Red Deer, 

ert and Allen have three children. Dianne 
was bora in 17 and was married to Steve Cher 
lak in 1800. They have two boys — Darren and 
Dean. They live in Lacombe. 

Judy was born in 1982 and was married to 
Dwayne Waisman in 1972. They lve In Black 
Diamond 

Rom was born In 1957. He lives and works in 
Red Deer. 


LANTILA, EERO MATT — by Ken tlie 

Eero Mat Lalla was born in Manyvie 
Minnesota, USA. on October 1, 1906. He moved 
Back to Pitan with hs parents gary In 198 
408. Eero. boarded. the ship. “Stockhoim" in 
Helaink, Finland and, after eighty tanded in 
Halifax having reached Canada on Fine He 
ad fory-fve dliar in his pocket, He had had 
{ify dollar, but len five dollars toa friend so 
that the friend: had the required twenty five 
Abollars in order to enter Canada, 

From Halifax Eero travelled via CPR. to 
Sudbury, Ontario, There he found a job at sa 
mat Bina River. He worked there for about 
Sear for thirty-five cents an hour. In 1982, broke 
nd out ofa Jo, he grabbed a freight in Kirkland 
take, Ontario’ and headed. wes looking for 

arvest work. After sbv days without eating, he 
Jumped off in Lethbridge, Finding no work there, 
he Jumped on another freight headed for Blackie, 
Aberta. Upon arrival in Blackie, he immediate: 
iy gota ten-day job stooking for one Collar and 
Atty cents day and board. After finishing that 
he gota twelvesday fo threshing fortwo dlls 
day and mess 

"The winter of 19521859 was spent on a sou 
line im Calgary. In the spring be toe the Tods 
orto Wetaskawin, There he found workin the 
Brighiview district, brushing, for iftecn dollars 

Tero came tothe Eee area inthe spring 
of 151, Soon alter his asia he met ea Siva 
{altar and marvied her on December 12, 194 
‘They started married ite wit tet dallars 
ash, seven milk cows, and afew chickens. Ha 
{ng fo means of transportation, they carried 
ream in ¢hreegallon cans three miles to the 
creamery in Bek 

nthe spring of 1995 they borrowed four 
orses and and # disc fo work some land. They 
hired a neighbor fo sced wheat. After harvest 
they said the wheat for thirty-five cents a bushel, 























delivered at the elevator In Benaito. Tha fal 
alter selling the crop, and the calves for five 
Moltars'a head they boughs bueey and horse 
by the name of Charlie. The total price for the 
buggy and Charlie was forty-five dollars. The 
Durehase was made at a horse Sale in Benalto, 





Chart was retired part-time withthe coming 
of a Model A Ford cary Old Izzy would usually 
Start in the coldest weather Ifyou put hot ashes 
Under the ofl pan two changes ot hot Water in the 
Tadlator, and cranked ike hell Horses, however, 





Were the most rellable means of transportation 
Up unt the mid 1950s, as the roads were not 
[graded and often overflowing selsmograph holes 
fumed the roads dnto.a muddy tra during the 
Summer rmoatas. During the winter they were 
Grifed. solid, ero drove the kids {0 schoo, 
Segardless of the weather, 





Eero and Syivia pad three children. ‘The 
oldest, Walter Edward, vas born Getober 1995, 
At the hospital in Bentley. He atlended school in 
Eekville unl his passing on December 34, 151 

Raymond Wiliam, The second eldest, was 
born May’, 188, also af the hospital in Bentley 
He, loo, attended sehool at Bekele, The bulla 
{hal he started school nts presently the welding 
Shop in Eekvile. He moved to Edmonton around 
165. Thore he aitended a trade school and later 
Went {0 work az'a machinist. On Novernber 5, 
1960 ne was married to Hazel Diane Hazelwood 
of Edmonton, They ave four children. Angela 
Was born in June, 181, ‘Teevor and Win sister 
Heather” were born in November, 1968 and 
Sharon’ was bora ia Mareh, 1966. They are 
presently residing in Edmonton 

‘Kenneth Cameron, the youngest ofthe Latta 
cllaren, was born nie new hospital in Eekville 
fo April’, 1045, He altended schoo! in Bekvile 
[After Hnishing sohool he drove sehool bus for 
Short time, then. worked ss a motor, grader 
operator with the country of Lacombe. From 
there he went 10 work for Northern Geophysteal 























and was trained as a vibrator operator. He 
Warked in northern Auberta, the Tooth of 
Alberts, northern Brilsh Columbia and In the 
Arete. 

‘Ken took over the Rome farm about 1964 and 
sul resides there. He met Gail Annette Henmnel 
fuzing’ the. Summer of 1968, while she. was 
employed at the Deerhome in, Red Deer. They 
Were married In Stetiler Coal's home town) on 
Sune 2 10. Thetr two children are Rachelle 
born in Maren, 1872 in Bekvile, and Dats, born 
mls grandfather Laitia’s birinday in October, 
Sst) at the hospital in Red Deer, 

‘Bva Sylvia Lalla passed adray on Decernber 
2, 1961 after along llness. She was very kind 
nd considerate at all times and was a wondertat 
ook. When company came and there was 20 
ake, (took her only few minutes fo whip one 
tp. When she made coffee there was always 
Something extra good about it. Syivia was 3 hard 
‘worker who never put off uni tomorrow what 
ould be done today 

ero, after Sylvia's passing, married Senta 
‘Matson of Sylvan Lake-"They Fesded at Sylvan 
[Lake until Senia's passing in March of 197, He 
then moved back tothe farm at Fekville. After 
eslding there fora short tme he moved ino the 
Eckulle Manor House, where he ts: presently 
Fesiding. He was 2 hard worker and was always 
Wwiling to give anyone a helping hand. He served 
op the Young People’s Hall Board and on the 
Eekuille Cemetery Board fora numberof Yeats, 

“Tarough hard work and by sometimes doing 
without things ey needed, Eera and Syivia In 
freased thelr holdings and ralsed thelr family 

















THE GENE LAZZER FAMILY — by Mrs 
Esser 

“The Gene Lazzer familly, consisting then of 
Gone,” Marge, and Brian, who was ist three 
{years old, arrived in Eekvile in late gust, 1952, 
irom the Barrhead area. Gene's job was 10 
‘operate the frst feet of school buses to serve 
Eekville and Marge had come to teach sehool 
sarling with a combined grade six and seven it 
‘one room of the eid two-room seal inthe north 
Wes! corner ofthe school yard 

“Tne Lazer’ lived in Bek for fiteen years 
betore moving to Red Deer in August, 187. Dur 
Ing tha time they saw many changes in the town 
and district, The school bus fleet had started out 
With only three buses but as new areas were 
Served It nerease fo a fleet of nine. Changes in 
Foad conditions over those years were. Ur 
Believable. at first some of them sere hardy 
‘more than tras with many mug-holes and ruts 
‘After Reavy rains many roads became almost 
impassable, But within a few years all became 
high-graded, widened and gravelled 

‘Gene had a bus barn in one corner of the 
schoo! yard whieh later doubled as a small tre 
‘Shop business. From this beginning eventually a 
service sation, tte shop and welding husiness 








developed on the site ofthe present tine shop at 
the south-east corner of tw, 

‘in the early 1960's, after selling his school 
‘buses fo ine County of Lacombe, Gene lao ad a 
feet of four gravel trucks that ere kept busy it 
various parts of Alberta during the extensive 
oad:building projects run by the government 

“Alr selling the tracks and the tire shop Gene 
started his own real estate business In Eckl, 
‘Tals is stl hls feld as he ie working for Block 
Bros. in Red Deer. 

‘Modernizing the town stated soon after Laz 
ers moved there and they were involved in part 
Grin. Street bullaing, new sidewalks and town, 
Sewer all eamein abou the time Lazzers and Dr 
Gibson bult the frst more modern homes in fae 
Summer o€ 185, 

“Community activities were important tothe 
Lazzers, also. Square dancing Was the rage the 
first feWv years and they’ Wwere active club 
members. Gene was active in the Lion's Club ll 
the years he lived in Eetelle. The community 
rama group was of special Interest for a 
number of years. Home and School activ 
hockey tor ibe boys, coaching school teams and 
Deing active In tHe’ Anglican chureh ‘were also 
very much a part of thelr family ie 

“Tne Lazzer Tamily” grew considerably over 
the years. To keep Brian company,” there 
arrived, in due course, Don, Barry, Allen and 
Brenda, With the exception of Brian, who is 
workIng In Tubya, some 800 miles out In the 
‘desert fom Tripol, for an Arab ollcormpany, the 
famnly is al near. Don Is employed inthe ei In 
‘dustry In’ Red Deer’ and Allen Is parttime 
postal clerk and fulltime student about ta enter 
Southern Alberta Institue of Technology. Barry 
fs the only one married, He married Viola 
MGhan ftom Penfold and they live in Edreon 
fon where Barry is attending ihe University of 
Alberta, He is eatering the faculty of engineering 
fo obtain a degree in electrical engineering 
after having Just recetved a B.S. in Physics 
Brends, being stil'a litle gil I in elementary 
school." Marge conlinued her teaching career 
After moving to Red Deer and is employed by the 
ed Deer Sehoo! District. 


CHARLIE AND MABE, LEWIS 

(Charlie and Mabel Leis moved to the new 
prairie town of Laverna, Saskatchewan after 
their marrage in Getaber, 1818, Both were born 
and raised In Ontario. Chale wae a blacksmith 
find carried on a good business until the drought 
hit, Being unable to collect anything for hs hard 
Work, they decided to take what they could carry 
and tty for greener pastures, 

“They arrived in Eckville in October, 1832. He 
ought the NW 18-3935, whieh was. then 
GPR. land, The following years were very ait. 
Hicut, with hard work, no money” and pleaty of 
worries. Ts resulted in a perforated tleer for 
Charlie and he passed avray in June, 1805, 

‘Mabel eontitued 10 live in her house on the 


























{arm, She enjoyed gardening and caring tor her 
{ow head of livestock. For a year she was it 
‘charge of a dormitory for high sehool students 
situated in the present Lions Hallin Bekele. In 
1814 she and her two youngest daughters went {0 
Steveston, B.C. where she worked a8 cook on the 
P.G.E, rallway until her relrement, She passed 
away in Apri of 1962, at the age of 70 years 

Charley” and. Mabel had five daughters: — 
Iva, now Mrs. Glbert Gustavson: ane, (rs 
Bi! Metatyre) sho had three children, Sylvia; 
Phyllis, and Gregg, of Vancouver. anne passed 
away in July of iohs. Myrely now Ms ay 
Scsttap of Clearbrook, H.C, who as IWS 
aughters — Sandy, of Beverly Hills, Calfornia 
land: Debbie, of Clearbrook. Haze’ now ‘rs 
Charles Boyd, of Bremerton, Washington, who 
hs two sons, Chucky and Jim Elda, whos now 
Mrs. George MeBeth of Eagle Bay, B.C. She has 
one daughter, Gina 

‘Shorlysfier his arrival in Eckville, Charle 
met s neighbor, Matt Maki. He very cordially in 
‘ited Charle over for a bath on Saturday eve. 
ning. Belng unaware of theeustom of visiting and 
fnjoving a sauna, Charle was a bt concerned, 
He asked Mabel’ when Ihe arrived home Tl he 
smelled that bad that «neighbor haat offer him 
4 bath However, he soon learned the real meat 
ing of the invitation, and was to enjoy the 
Hospitality immensely 











LIGHTBOWN, DAVID — by Pat Lightboven 
David Lightbown was born in Red Deer and 
‘grew up inthe Diamond Valley district, He s the 
{Youngest son of Max and Marzaret Lightbown 
He started school at Gaetz and then moved to 
Red Deer fora few mouths. When Hod, his oldest 
brother, was called into the army,” his fos 
moved back to the tarm and Dave finished his 
lade one at Bluebell school. He went fo school 
there until grade four, when Diamond Valley 
School opened again. tis folks sold thelr farth 
when Dave was in Grade Five, Taey moved 10 
fatsqul, B.C. where he finshed his elementary 
hooling. He graduated from Abbotsford High 
School ana then headed back for Alberta, 

We Worked for George Armeneau that 
summer and worked af Kitimat, B.C. the text 
Winter. e worked at Lake Louise the summer af 
1957, hauling asphalt on the Bant{-Jasper 
highivay. He worked for his brother, Robert fora 
flow yeats before they went Into partnership in 
the trucking business 

‘David married Patricia Forsell in November 
of 182 and they have lived at Eekvile since then, 
He trucked with his brotner for about ten year's 
and then bought out the Business himsell. He con 
tinued nts business until February of 3816 
‘when he sold his business to Gerry Forsell Dave 
then went to vork for Texaco Canada Ltd athe 
Gliby Gas Plant. Dave and Pat have four 
children, Kerry. Kelth, Jule and Heather. The 
three older cilidren now attend the Tekville 




















schools, and Heather will soon sttend play 
school. 

ROBERT LIGHTBOWN FAMILY—by Janet 
Lightbowa 

Robert Lightbown (Bud) second son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Max Lightbown of the Diamond Valley 
district married Janet Brown, youngest 
laughter of Me, and ‘rs. Jim Brown of the 
Gaetz district in Eckvle in 882, Bud owned and 
‘operated s general trucking business in the 
Eckville dstret for many years, until 184, Be 
Ing an ardeat rodeo tan, Bud was instrumental th 
starting the Eckwite Indoor Rodeo and aso the 
Eckville Pony Cb. 

Robert and Janet's family consists of two 
daughters and inree sons. Karen married Jim 
‘Tubbs, son of Mr and Mrs: Roy Tubbs of Condor 
They operate the J & K Foods and the Echo 

heatre. ‘Taey have two sons, Jamie and 
Micheal, and a daughter, Janelle 

Myrna’ married Peter MeLelian of Rocky 
Mountain House and they {arm in that area, 
‘Thelr two sons are Cody and Lay. 

Garry is attending NAIT In Bdmonton in 3977, 
and Murray and Dean attend schoo! in Bele 

‘We live on an acreage just north of Eckvile, 
Iocated onthe SW 22-383-W5 








40, LINDBERG FAMILY HISTORY 
“joseph and Patricia Lindberg, with thelr four 
eidren, came to Eckeville in 1970. They lived in 
the teacherage across th street trom the shook 
‘unl they bul thelr own home onthe west ide of 
Rekville In 1973. Joe was principal of the 
eile High School trom Ieq) until 1075, 

Joe grew up in Saskatchewan and took hs 
B.A. degree there In Is. Later he received Bis 
BABA, degree from the University of Alberta, He 
{aught schoo! In Saskatchewan for several years 
Defore coming to Alberta, 

Pat, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Walter 
‘avery, was bora In thelr farmhouse tn he Con 
‘or district, with Dr. Greenaway’ attending, She 
fttended school ia Norihup and Condor and iater 
completed high school in Qualleum Beach, B.C, 
She was employed with the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce in British Columbla and also in Red 
Deer 

‘Joe and Pat met In Condor in 1956 when Pat 
returned to visit her grandparents Mr. and Mrs, 
Walter Crouen, They were married at the Condot 
Missfon Church in June 198, Thelt frst three 
chlldren fan, ingrid and Sonjamwere born tn 
‘Rocky Mountain House. Wanda was born i Vik 
Ing, Alberta, n 1967 

“Joe's teaching career has taken the fall to 
many interesting places, ‘Including’ Mayo, 
(akon), Edmonton, Condor, Holden, Bashave 
land Mecting. Creek, Alberta. Of partieaar In 
ferest was the Jaunehing of the new David 
‘Thompson High Senoo inst, 

Since coming To ckville the famliy's main 
area of service has been in St. Paul's 








Presbyterian Church. Joe also held several of 
fees tn the Lions Clb, 


LINDQUIST, A. W. VICTOR — by R. A. Sehey 

2 W. Vier Lindquist eam as an iugrant 
‘rom Sweden and worked on many construction 
obs including the Feld Tunnel west ot Ban. 19 
1901 he setied In the Ecevit dleelet on land 
ow pied by Clade. Cunningham, some 10 
Iles south of Eek. 

Tie was a_vesy Inventive fellow and at one 
time. completely ull. trom ‘seratch his own 
threshing mackine with which he harvested is 
fn erop- He also built a saanill on his place 
fd sawed lumber for many’ of Rs neighbors 
relgnbory prices, 

‘At one time he envisaged a power dam and 
turbine which was fo be leeated an the river on 
{he old John Armstrong place across the road: 
[Needless to say this never materialized, 

‘hvery helpful and friendly fellow, one of his 
frst loves was playing cards or horseshoes and 
be sometimes spent several nights a week at 
ese pastimes, I well remember him trudging 
‘town fhe il wih bis lantern on dati nights (9 
bur place fo pickup milk for his several eats and 
to-spend the evening. He Stas quite musteal and 
played both the harmonica and single ow accor 
fon for partes inthe neighborhood. 

"Aunigue character, he was one of the true 
ploneors ofthe Eekvile district. In or about 1984 
Eesold his and at Eexville and moved to Pigeon 
Ue where he dled in 157 








UNGRED 
Meyers 

In 1898 my father, Prank Richard Lingren, 
emigrated with hls parents from Finland to ed 
{odge, Montana, U'S.A. In 1906 they moved 10 
Canada, where his folks fled on a homestead 
hear Gabriel Lake, That year father worked 13 
Fed Deer, driving a dray team, He also hauled 
‘ck forthe frst United Chureh In Red Deer. 

In the winter of 107 my father worked with 
nis father, west of Edmonton inthe bush asa 
timber erulser. Coming home in the spring, they 
bult.a rat and floated down the Pembina River 
43: dase as possible to Edmonton, walling the 
fest of the wa 

‘My mother, Emma Billa Olson, was born at 
Froatler, Wyoming, U-S.A. tn 19, atthe age of 
nine years, she immlgrated to Canada with her 
parents, where they fed on a homestead south 
et Bexville, NE, 2-9-5 WS, 

‘Mother ‘and Father were married in 1913. 
‘They moved to Butte, Montana for taree years 
where Father worked tn the copper mines. In 
Mi? they: moved back to Alberta and To the 
homestead north of Bekvie. 

"There were seven girs Inthe family. Ty, the 
sides, was born in Butte Montana, and ihe vest 
Were all born a Eckvlle Ivy. Jennie and Helen 
have pasted away. Ivy and jennie were never 
married. Helen was married to Final Evenson. 


FRANK RICHARD — by Marie 

















‘They had seven children — five girls and two 
boss, hey were Joan, Joyee, Janlee, Carol, 
Staniey, Sherry and Dean. Marlorie was mar’ 
Fed to Heney Post. Their three boys are Alan, 
Howard and Jim. Marie married Ea Meyers and 
thelr chlldren are Richard and Patricia. Beralce 
fnarried Alex Prusak, Thets two gris are Bonnie 
{ynn snd Linda Jane. Shirley Anne passed away 
ara baby 

My father passed away in Decomber of 1955 
and mother passed away in 1970, Both ae buried 
in the Eekvllle cemetery 


ARCHIE LITT AND FAMILY — by Arehie Litt 

‘Arenibeld Litt — born’ at South’ Camp, 
Aldershot, England, March 2. 187 

‘Margaret Litt — born af Heysham, Lan 
caster, England, December 13, 1884, died 
‘Sugus, 1989, at Vancouver, British Columbia, 

“Two children: Freda A., born at Eckl, 
alberta, August 8 1814, Hobert A., bora at 
Eekvill, Alberta, Noversver 20,182 

Tn the year 1977 the famlly consist of the two 
enlldren above mentioned, seven grandchildren 
fl great ranceiaen, a ving no 

"Atehle Litt arrived in Eekville tn the year 
112, The purpose of his coming was to organize 8 
co-operative association. Having had experience 
Inco-operatives in England and belng a graudate 
fom the English Cooperative Union In general 
management, ne was. recommended by the 
Canadian Co-operative Union. 

“The Eckvile and Gilby Co-operative Associa 
Hon was then organized and ‘commenced 
business with very small ash working capital, 
the founders having lide oF nothing to spare 
from the needs of thelr farming activities and 
living. Contribtlons were made fo the eaptal by 
labor onthe stare bullding construction. tmbued 
bby the spirit of the Rochdale pioneers, who 
Sarted the co-gperative movement in Rochdale, 
Lancashire, England, with a capital of 28 
pounds, which later developed info big business 
tint it embraced about one-third of the popula 
ton of Great Brita, the business commenced in 
Eekville wth 2 pald-up capital of less than Si 
500, Including the contributions through labor ox 
ine Bullding. "The store was stocked. with 
‘groceries, hardware, arygoods and footwear, 
{ind olher items, depending upon trade terms 
‘and turnover, It vas bold venture snd nerve 
Trcking experience for the manager 

‘i Apr of 16 A. Lit left tne co-operative 
and enlsted with the armed forces in Calgary 18 
the ath ‘Canadian Field Ambulance, and 
Doceeded overseas as a private. He returned in 
Getober, 1819, having attained the rank of Sta 
Sergeant 

‘Aller returning to Eekville Archie was 
‘employed by Mike Sestrap's store until April 
Wat. Then he was appointed fo the position of 
‘manager of the Bentley Co-operative Assocation 
‘Where he remained untl the year 1996 He then 














‘moved on to British Columbia to enjoy the 

The hard work at Kekville was lightened and 
brightened by a good social life. Association, 
neighborllness, visiting, barn dances, dances in 
the town hall'and at school houses bring beck 
pleasant memories. Box socials were also com 
‘mon, anda good-looking sehool ma'am often con 
tributed to the revenue by drawing high Diding. 
Allthe young men wanted her box! At the dances 
‘nthe outlying sohoo! houses and halls the babies 
Were taken along and laid out ina row athe side 
Of the buliding on tables strung along, the babies 
belng lad side by side. The musie was supplied 
by aitdler and accompaniment of an organ of 
the tot pedal type, On many occasions & Litt 
Aid the tldaing. Refreshments were supplied by 
{he Iaates bringing sandwiches and cakes, 

‘We had a small orchestra in whlen enjoyed 
being a member and playing with my violin. It 
Was conducted by Arthur Kinna, who wae a g00d 
Tnusican, reducing good tone on his violin 
Fritz Kinna played the cello, John Vernick the 
flute, Norman Turner on the plano and John 
Pathan the cornet, remember correctly One 
of the Koots boys als played the violin, 











These were the days of the pioneers, when 
roads were constracted wit poplar poles on the 
‘muskeg over Which the stage drove through, 
driven by a Mr, Foster, who was a very’ tt 
feresting characier. The stage carried the mall 
and passengers from Red Deer, 

fe isa succession of lessons which must be 
lived fo be understood. We have grown with the 
limes, ‘and benefited by experience. Lite has 
been worthwhile and we are thankful forthe op 
portunity of malcing’ our contribution to" the 
Brogrest as loners. 


LUDWIG, HENRY 

Henry Ludwig was born at Roifeld, Germany 
where merabers of his family are sti living in 
the familly ous. He was a senoo in Heidelberg 
and Astratfenberg. He ld private tutoring it 
France and spent a considerable ‘ime at Ean 
‘burga University. fle was on the staff of a boys? 
residential schoal and day sche for some time 
He nad a London degree. 

He came fo Canada in 1908, went to normal 
school and taught In Evarts fora short time and 
then taught at Haultaln Sehoo! in Calgary. He 
lett Calgary atthe beginning ofthe rst war and 
moved to.the country, lsolated at that time, In 
1900, Mtr. Ludwig eame to Eckvile but he left 
14, he pups at tha ime were finishing Grade 
it He was 1s years on the staf of the High 
School at Medicine Hat. He moved to Vitoria in 
S40 He died there in 1852 after along ines, 




















ISMAC AND ELIZABETH LUMBY FAMILY 

Taae Lumby was born in Finland about 1873, 
bis family consisted of his wife, Elzabeth, bor 
{n Vasa, Finland on October 3, 1877, and four 
Hep-daughters, Mary, born in Eureka, Utah, 
February 2, 10; Emily, orm n Butte, Sfontand 
fn May 13; 192; Verna, born in Virginla Cl, 
Montana on June 1, 1904; Aili, bora in Butte, 
Montana on August15, 1906 

Tsaae Lumby came from Finland to Butte, 
‘Montana {nthe eariy 1890s where he Worked in 
the mines. Afters brother, John, was killed in 
the ‘nes in 08, Isage married. Elizabeth 
John's wife, and acquired his brother's famaly of 
tour daughiers, 

‘lizabeth Lumby, born in Vasa, Finland Qc. 
‘over 30,1877, eame to Bute, Montana when she 
twas 18 years old. She marvied John Lumby and 
{hey nave five children. ‘Thele only son, Evart, 
fled when he was two years old Tis noi known 
‘thether he died of hemophilia, but i later was 
{tablished that Elkzabeth Was @carzier. One of 
ber tve grandsons and'a great-grandson were fo 
fave hemophilia in later years. When her hus 
bana, John, was killed in'a mining accident in 
Butte in-198, Ellzabeth ‘was left with four 
daughters. to raise. She Tater married her 
brother ina, Isaac. 

Tsaac, ll from working the mines, needed a 
change, ‘The family moved to the fresh alr of 
Giby in ie. Their Gb-acre homestead was 
‘Seven miles west of Gilby between the Eekford 
Sind Koskinen farms. 

"Home Was a small log cabin bout 2° by 20° — 
one room with a sleeping loft. Before a wall 
fuse was made, food was kepi cool In a large 
box on the northside of the Rouse. After a ear 
Falded all ofthe food, a well house was but and 
fee, made during the winter, lasted all summer 
to keep food coe 

After living on the Romestead at Gilby for 
about eight years, the Lumbys. sold) the 
Homestead and bought & farm a mile north of 
Exile, The nelghbors to the south were the 
‘August Koskt') aeross the oad were the Matt 
Johnson's, and C.P.#. land lay fo the north. 

‘Duiting the winter, Isaac worked in the mines 
at Nordeng’ fo supplement the family Income. 
Food was always on the table, but there were no 
frills All clothing was Home-made from 
materials brought during the. summer from 
Butte by Ellzabeth’s sister, Susan Funda. The 
fldest daughter, Mary, lived with Nr. Rinda in 
Bute and sited the family during the summer 
twhen school was Ou 

‘One by one, the daughters moved to Van 
cower, Brith Columbia, and then to Seattle, 
Washiigton, US.A. In 188 Tsaac passed away 
and Elzabeth, with ‘her youngest daughter, 
Alle, moved south to be with the rest of tl 
fay 

Elizabeth Lumby Saare passed away in Sea 
tle tn 808 





pil Eabande ian Bose, Kaho a8 
se had wo sons 
‘Alle Hl passed avray in Seattle in 1958. 
Mary Sweetman and Verna Larson oth reside 
tn Seate, Mary has two sons and to daughters. 
Verna hss son, 


JOHN LUNDBERG 

‘Born near Goteborg, Sweden, John attended 
elementary and secondary sehoois, graduating 
ftom the Folk School st the age of 14 3t the head 
ft his lass, He apprenticed and worked as a 
Baker in Goteborg from 198 unl 190, and Took 

ina controversial strike, helping orvanlze a 
Baer's union, 

At age 20, in 1905, he journeyed to New York 
and thence fo Chaboygan, Michigan, where he 
‘met another immigrant who was to become a 
Itelong fiend, Charie Gustavson. Theo then 
travelled to Portland,Oregon, where they 
‘worked in the lumber yards and sawmills. 

“John never became a U.S. eltizen,altnough he 
signed a declaration of faention for eltzensalp. 
He and Charlie Decame Interested in the tree 
Homestead land” available near  Wetaskivin, 
Northwest Territories. They came up {rom 
Portland, Oregon on 8 homesteaders’ excursion 
sn 

Tn Ganada the two friends first worked on the 
Wetasiswin-Camrose railroad. ‘They then 
travelled westward from Lacombe with a maa 
‘and outfit hired for thls purpose, After days of 
iravel over bad roads, they decided they would 
never find land as Tong. as the man was being 
‘ald on a daly bass, co they set of an fool. They 
‘valked from Lacombe to lest of Bentley, to tbe 
Encknartcistict John notieed thatthe stream 
through tte promised land yielded fish and that 
potatoes could be grown on the hillsides, Tae 
Find was registered in the Dominion Lands Of 
fice in Red Deer 

‘A log Mouse, with a sed root, was the frst 
canadian homé. Charlle took out land on the 
hortheast corner of Gull Lake, 

Tilda Johaneen came out from the old home 
in Sweden and she and oti were married on het 
ftrival at Lacombe in 1805, Two boys, Okey’ and 
Bert, were born here, and a daughter, Lisa 

in 1012, when John heard of tte vlage of 
Eekville id’ miles. soutawest, Ne loaded up 
potatoes and took them there’ 10 sell. Having 
Sinner n the restaurant, John learned that the 
‘owner planned to sell. Mr Lundberg bough the 
property. He wanted to be near a sehool for his 
{hildren Tt was planned that Charie would ulld, 
Silvery stable, thus enabling the two To cater 10 
Ail te travellers’ needs 

John later became a dealer in John Deere 
Implements and De Laval eream separators 

While in Eekvile and district, from 1812 to 
1960, this Ingenious man ‘became Involved in 
Iafy tivities, He helped organize and operate 
the Co-operative store, of which Ne Was 
seerelary for many years; the Wheat Poot also 




















recelved hls dedicated support. He was a 
‘ember of the schoo! board the’ Rural Elec 
tration Associaton, the Save the Soll cam 
alga, the Lion's Club, the Modern Woodman, 
lind the Cooperative Commonwealth Pedera: 

"From 194 unt his death fn 150, ne was a 
reporter for the Red Deer Advocate, ising his 
‘eekly columns for Tocal news and 33 tol for 
The butldng of good community 

John Lindberg. along with tke Sestrap, 
buil te telephone ines feom Calby Yo Bene 
Sand Info the Leedale- and Ruusaino. dstiets 
Hing tea oto were encoanored a 
one so mach as when the tro men stripped an 
‘Wade nto water to put poles and welght thelr 
Bases down with stones. Some insulatrs were 
Palle to tree, 

The switchboard was located in the hotel and 
consisted of wall-type telephone witha 
Suitenbox atthe Bottom containing five lines 
lara Botte, working inthe hotel, also operated 
I"m 1816 the sritehboard was moved te Dan 
Giatsen’s. house and operated "by "Teressa, 
Gara’s sister In the mia ities Jobin Lando 
installed the new switeh panel covering large 
wall area inthe new telephone bllding Starting 
In181d he was the telephone and lines trouble 
Shooter for the dsiiet for many years 

"The "Mountain View" hotel was sold to Tarry 
Low en November 1, 18 because the enti 
Community was anxi6us for a beer pariout, bt 

No way.” sid Mr- Lundberg, “would I aloe 
my family under these conditions. 

He moved the family tothe farm which he had 
purchased tom John Helkkinen, three. miles 
ast from Bebe, May 1, 1918 While ere, the 
Youngest child, Lester, was born n Red Deet. On 
‘May 2, 1800 he also purchased one quarter sec 
tion. actoss the road, west, belonging to John 
L-" Harper for four’ thousand, four’ hundred 
diouars, This was previously GP land. 

st before Christmas, 18, Mrs. Lundberg 

tilda) passed aivay’ rom periontis caused by 
a ruptured appendix. Roads were blocked With 
Snow and the nearest doctor, Dr. Dekong, was 
ineated in Red Deer: Due tothe great delay inthe 
doctor's arrival atthe farm and the long Trp 
‘wih Hida toto the Red Deet hospital ine four 
bhildren fost thts mother She lived for i days 
fand was buried in the Red Deer cemetery on & 
ald winters day 

“anuary 1,198, John married 1da Pearson ot 
Cove, Washington, who became hs helpmnate ur 
fs death zi 

‘he cold in winter seemed more severe then 
than now because ofthe inadequate home Nea 
tng taiites. This consisted of a wood burning 
Heater in the living room and the kitchen stove 
With the wood box beside fe, Warm ster ame 
Teor the tank a the side of the itehen stove 
‘his tank was called a reservtr 

















‘Tuere were severe and damaging hall storms 
some summers, ata time when there was No I 








surance avallable, causing great hardship to 
hose alfected 

The Lundberg children, except Lester 
attended the old Eekville sehoa one mile north of 
Ecxvile, This school was later moved into the 
village and used asa school there, Mrs. Bert 
Lundberg being the first teacher. Later this old 
school became e churen. After this the children 
attended school ta the village and Salma school 
ast of the farm, 

‘John and Charlle purebased the frst car, a 
1914 Model T Ford, In Rea Deer. The car had car 
bide lights. Driving home, west of Red Deer, 
they were unable to put the ear into hgh gear 
‘When they returned fo Hottenhelmer's garage, 
where the car had Deen purchased, It was found 
thatthe emergency lever had not been let down 
To-alow ito move into high, causing the engine 
to boll, White driving throvgh the low grassy 
areas, in the ear evenings, great interest was 
aused by the fireflies shooiing off In all diree 
tions. ‘The children have. memories of what 
Seemed a long trip, nto Red Deer and back 
Eckville in Mose days Many times Wey fll 
asleep during those tips. Overhauling and up. 
irep of the ear was done by" John himself, as 
there were no local garages, 

“The annual plenie was held on May 24and was 
looked forward to by adults and children alike 
When it rained that day there were many sad 
Chee fs the neaniboriead the annual ple 
fle people met and visited, ehildren ran races for 
Drues. Ice eream tas the cherished treat for al, 
4nd the day's celebrations wound up with a ball 
{ame at which the well now local players were 
Wildly cheered. A dance Tolowed in the village 
wall 

Annual Christmas concerts were attended by 
‘everyone for miles around. The school chide 
provided the program and each child present 
Feceived "bag of treats anda present. THe 
entre of attraction In each school was the gally 
Gecorated and huge Christmas tree, whlct was 
Iitwitn many burning candles. Small ehldren 
‘and bables were brougit slong and as the eve. 
‘lng wore on they slept in various places at the 
Sides of te stage, on benches, or many available 
$pace-The lune ruiy sandwiches and eft 
‘Was prepared by local women and served at the 
Close of the concert. A dance usually rounded out 
the evening’s enteriainment 

‘The Lundberg children remember well the 
discussions engendered by the frst World War, 
fs thelr father was an avid anthwar advocate: 
He had many a heated debate with all and sun 
‘ry, as most people had accepted the propaga 
{a prevalent then ~ thatthe war Was for a good 
‘cause — without reference to the cost, in 
‘material and lives, of this holocaust. Lisa, the 
daughter, remembers one such argument with a 
{arr who chewed face, Durog bs let 
disagreement he spat forcefully and often om tne 
round, but one of these sputums landed in Lisa's 














al. The child's mother was expecially put out 
his evident indleation of bad manners, 

"The mode of transportation was with Rorse or 
horses and buggy In summer and bob sled or 
fatter and horses in winter. Straw and blankets 
‘were pu in the sled for warmth and aliag that 
{amlly members got out and ran behind in order 
to-ar up the circulation, 

In winter and summer, families visited one 
anoiher by" this manner’ and sometimes, the 
‘Aulls played whist all morning and stayed for 
breakfast. The enlldren played in the bedroom 
Ti exhausted 

‘The nearest hospital was at Red Deer, 
although Bekville had a resent doctor, one of 
ihe frst being Dr. Evans. Dentists pulled teeth 
‘without benefit of anaesthesia. During the 1518 
‘nl flu epidemic everyone wore masks over 
thelr nose’ and mouth To avold the spread of 
viruses, but, even 80, many people became 
Serouly ded fo ts pier 

3 power, on te homestead, as supplied 
ty oxer followed by the walling plow and the 
ding pow pulled by horses, and later the Teac: 
for. The children usualy Took fereoon and after 
oon Iuneh fo the father Inthe field, which they 
A partook of while he and the horses Tested 2 
i 

“The oticlal language of the Eekville district 
was English but most ofthe setters spoke Fin 
sh, ‘There was a sprinkling of Estonian and 
Swedish setters 

“The Lundberg children along with the Hil 
girls, Lymie and Lempl, took tums with the 
Frigg or cutter and horse to school — about 
three mils. The horse, Roanle, had been a race 
horse earicr and would um fast if there was 8 
‘hid on Rorseback teasing him 

"The drumming of the male partridge in the 
spring, ina thicket near the farm hous, Is well 
remembered, as are the Lovely cowslips In a 
‘mars close ‘by. Also remembered 1s the rush 
find roar of the creek that flowed through the 
land across the road and the large violets whlch 
few beside this same-creek in the summer. 
‘There was also the fun the Mis had sleigh riding 
down what seemed a steep hill by the Rouse It 
‘inter. Seeing the nl since, seems to have lost 
Unt ofits steepness. We skated on the slough 
Sctoss the road and played in the haylot, 

1 1848 Jot Lundberg gave up active farm. 
Ing’ to devote himself To his other interests. He 
Wasa great lover of people and of nature and was 
Aivays helping one gr te other. He planted more 
than three thousand trees on his own place, and 
‘elite in hs garden 

He was a giver — not a receiver. He was 
profoundly ‘convinced that the co-operative 
Dhilosophy’ was the only sound way of ving and 
Sevored more than half a century to practicing 
tnd preaching that Idea, 

Tm BUT arvangemenis were made through 
Herbert Greenfield (Premier of Alberta) ang the 
CAR: for John to go to Sweden as an immigra- 











tion officer. He held many mectings, where he 
Spoke (o groups of people explaining the eppor 
{Walties in Canada, The trip was made in Jan 
ary by rall and the steamship "Drotaingharn™ 
to Galeton 

‘After a visit with his family, and completing 
his immigration duties, four young men returned 
to Alberta with him. They have made their 
homes here end have become good etiens of te 
‘country 

THis life story was skltully dramatized by 
Bisie Park in the CBC radio “Summertallow” 
series 

“The good works John Lundberg accomplished 
‘will Keep his memory green for years fo come, 








LUNDBERG, Okey 
‘Okey: was! born in May 1907 on the family 
homesiead at Lockhart which i sbout 19 miles 
north and east of Eckvile, His fatter was 
‘originally trom Sweden and had settled on a 
ough hily quarter section. He was of farm stock 
But found the life there very primitive and hard 
He persuaded his sweetheart to join him and 
they were marzied and started thetr family 

‘Okey’ was the frst bor, but he meembered 
very le ofthe early fe onthe farm. The fami 
Ty bought the hotel at Fckvile atthe time he 
Flroad was being lid through th ares, so Mr 
fand irs, Lundberg were very busy people 
Feeaing the working crews. 

‘Okey remembers feeling very lost when they 
moved fo the tiny village. Not being abl to speak 
English must have been the hardest part of the 
move for him. He soon learned, however, and 
tended school, first at the old school site orth 
of the village and later in the village itself. He 
fotten spoke of Mr. Ludvig, his last teacher. He 
(was avery stern diselplinavian and didn't 
hesitate to givenis pupllsacrack onthe knuckles 
ora sharp rap on the need. He later told OkeY"s 
‘wife that he had been a very bad boy and was 
‘ally surprised that he grew up to be such a 
esponsile pesson, 

‘Okey, belng the oldest of the family of four, 
was often expected to assist both his mother and 
tea. 

ater they purchased a farm just afew miles 
out of Bekvite and went back to farming. Mr, 
Lundberg was a man of very high principles and 
when it seemed necessary forun abecr parlor in 
Eonjunetion with Rote, he would have none of 
{ehonee the move back to the farm. 

Onihe farm Okey was hs right hand man, His 
dad was always af the head of any progressive 
movement ‘and’ was’ soon Busy organizing the 
{elephione lines in the area. He and Okey spent 
days putting up lines, climbing the poles, and all 
fhe chores necessary for the jo0. Around {his 
time irs. Lundberg passed away ieaving an in 
{ant boy tobe raised The family ried tomanage 
fas beat they could until Mr. Lundberg married 
lady trom his homeland, Ida Sundberg who Was 
‘willing to telp him out 








(Okey was attending school, but he also played 
{in a band, help ‘with the threshing erews at 
Harvest time, and always with the milking at 
home, When he was only sixteen he went with a 
‘chum tothe mountains fo nal boxear doors — & 
ough lite in camp for 2 couple of youngsters 
Even so Okey managed to get his first year in 
high school, but during the next Year he spent $0 
mich time with the tareshing crews that Re 
couldn't pick up the grade ten work and $0 
Gropped ut of school: Ina. year or {wo he 
Sstendea short courses at the University and 
Became a governement cream inspector. He 
‘worked in Calgary and surrounding district. The 
ereamery at ekville had burnt, but when tt 
‘was rebuil, Okey became buttermaker under 
‘Mr Bl Morris, 

in 1028 he married a teacher In the district, 
Ruth Garries, fom Bentley, and they bullt 3 
Smal house on the outskirts of Eekvile. 11 was 
fan acre of land and they planted two rows of 
frees around i. These treed have made & lovely 
freen spot on the edge of town and there are 
hagy Houses bull fn thelr shade. 

‘Okey’ was transferred fo Lacombe where he 
‘became manager ofthe ereamery there His wo 
elldren were born there, Oliver David In 1995, 
‘and Lesie Jean in 1998. While the children were 
Stil very small, Okey purchased the creamery in 
imbey and the tammy moved there. Okey bult 
‘2 freexer plant in conjunction with te creamery. 
Els two children spent ther early years in school 
in Rimbey. Those years in Rirmbey were during 
the second world war and twas very hard to ob 
thin good help. ls business grew by leaps and 
bounds, Ruth helped all she could She learned to 
rade eggs and fo do the office work, 

‘Meanwhile the Central Alberta Dairy Poot 
wanted Okey in their business, so shortly after 
{he end ot the war Okey sold his creamery and 
‘became manager of the home factory of the 
Dalry Peal a Alls 

‘At Alte, Okey managed a very large 
creamery, whleh sade butter and printed it into 
pounds. They had huge freezers that received 
Butter trom other smaller Dairy Poot 
ereameries and from creameries. In 














ter for the Safeway stores in Western Canada. 
‘re Okey became Involved In town affars 
and for thirteen years was the mayor of Alls. 
‘White ie was there, they installed both water and 
Sewer, and opened up aa entire new area for the 
Town's house bullding projects. He was also 
Dresident of Central Alberta Hockey teams and 
President of the Central Alberta Boards of Trade 
fnd it was during his time in office that the 
Board of Trade organlzed the Cavaleade, first to 
Biggar, Saskatchewan and then fo Sakaichewan 
Crossing on tne Banff Jasper highway. Ths road 
‘was a mere tall in the mountain, They forded 
Fvers and cut trees. It is now a broad, beautiful 
Foad, which cuts off many miles for central 
‘iberta tourists 











Ruth was busy raising her family, but for 
three years she taught a 431 club of girls with 
reat Suceoss. The frst Year two of the girls won 
‘competion in Alberta, whieh permatted them 
{ogo fo Toronto Winter Fair where they again 
Won top spot for all of Canada for their sewing 
lass, The second year two more gris won the 
feance to go agatn tothe Winter Fair-and again 
Wwon honors for thelr cooking class 

Tn 961, the Dalry. Pool moved Okey to 
Calgary’ 16 take over thelr plant there, Here 
{here was also dairy which delivered mill al 
ver the ety and made ice cream whlen Was Sod 
fil over Central Alberta 

In 1868, Okey suffered a severe heart selzure, 
followed by more heart trouble so that he Was 
forced to rere, 

Ih the meantime his son and daughter had 
married and had famlles. Davia married Betty 
Deen of Alix and they live in Drayton Valley, 
Davia working in the office for an oll compat 
and Betty working most of her married leas & 
{Falned qurse in the Drayton Valley Hospital. 

‘Heslle Jean ‘married Clayton Lotstvand of 
Erskine. snd. ste and. her husband lived at 
Whitecourt wnere tey had three children. They 
are now divorced and.Lesile.and her baby. 
daughter now live with het mother In Red Deer 

“The families areas follows; David and 
Betty Debra, Jacqueline and Sheryt: Lesle and 
Clayton Leonard, Kim and Bein 

‘Alter Okey and Rath sold thelr house in 
Calgary, they moved to Vernon, B.C. where they 
Dullt'a ‘house overlooking the beautiful Lake 
Kalamalka, but they were nt to enjoy It for very 
Jong. Okey’ passed, away quletly sitting in his 
char on Apt 26, 197. 

His wife sold the house and is now ilving In @ 
trailer In the "Pines" area in Red Deer 


LUNDBERG, BERTIL IVER 

‘ertnll was born in the Lockhart district, 
November 2, 1908 and atthe age of three moved 
with the family to Bekvilfe where hs father and 
‘mother took over the restaurant and hotel, The 
first day in eke he pot lost. There were tree 
houses in Beeville besides the hotel, Forhan’s, 
Dan Ciausens, and Dr. Evans, and Berthll was 
Used to there being ony one, 

‘During the ime between i912 and 1944, when 
the ralway Was belng bull, he remembers the 
lange crews of workers that stopped for meals 
and overnight lodging. After the telephone was 
Installed, quite often call would advise im of, 
100 workers coming for dlaner that day. His 
‘mother worked very hard —~ beautiful white 
Tablecloths on long tables, taden ‘with food 
prepared on a wood-burning stove; and what 
Fge ples of wood were put up cach winter 10 
heat the rooms as well as for the cooking. One 
year's supply of Wood required a great amount! 
‘John i, being a baker by trade, Was able to 40, 
‘much of the baking forthe restaurant 

‘Other memorles of daily occurrences such as. 

















drunks falling asleep onthe platform ofthe hotel 
His fainer, being a strong man, would toad them, 
Into a wheelbarrow and whe! them tothe tracks 
\here he would load them into an empty box ear 
Sometimes fights took place in the hotel, along 
with one gunfight, when the children hid under 
the table 

"The children have a pleasant memory of go 
Ing to sleep listening to strains cf muste coming 
£fom he oom above played John Pathan ot 
‘Aston or one of many ofner instruments. Or 
the GRR: fovernan by the name of “Pinkie 
Standing on the corner on a cold winter night 
Sging his heart out 

One very'fond memory was of going with 
Ccnarle Gustavson (eho sas ike a big uncle) 
‘with his team and top buggy on various taxt 
trrands throughout the county. One trip took 8 
palleeran to Gilby tory to subdue a boler man 
‘tho had gone berserk and was shooting fforn 8 
Iie log shack just south of the Gllby bridge. In 
ldetaly, he eseaped through s back door into 
ihe brush and was never captured 

‘Avrogular guest of the hotel was “Foster”, 
who mauled "is Majesty's Ma”, and would put 
‘bullet through the at of anyone who would Rat 
five him the rightofway. Another thought that 
fEomes to mind Is" of Bonson, the "Fawlelgh 
Man", in ils earriage.type bujgey” and horses, 
‘Who carrled his head with severe it to the right 

"The horses belonging tothe guests ofthe hotel. 
were put up in Challe Gustavsen's livery stable, 
‘rhiew proved that te thinking of John and 
(Charlie worked out as planned, 

‘Bertil attended school for three vears {nthe 
oid Fekvile School a mile north of town, When 
they started fo schoo! Lisa, Okey and he coud 
Speak no English. Some of the teachers Wwere 
Uiian Benedictson, Mrs. Quigley and Mrs. Kin 














‘The highlight of the early years was the an 
nual rip fo Banth Starting from Eekvile inthe 
early morning Nours, over rus, corduroy roads, 
nd the muskeg flats to Red Deer and south to 
Clgary over the winding prairie wagon trails 
land after a stap for Ice-cream in Calgary, west 
fowards Banff, proved to be guile & tip. He 
remembers a great mud hole between Calgary 
4nd Cochrane, where one was sure fo get stuck, 
as there was ho way around I. The neighboring 
farmer was alwaye willing to pull you through 
{or two dollars, His horse was always standing 
ready. Tt was later sald that the farmer havled 
Darreis of water by might to maintain the Taud 
Dole for his own benef 

Further west, when you hit the mountains, 
you must “sound claxton’” on every curve, as the 
oad was one ear width and one vesicle would 
have to walt or back up toa wider spot in orden to 
feet any oneoming ear and have Foom to pass. 
Even‘ually you arrived at the park gate and 
ater at the Homestead Hotel in Bandtat about 
tree Inthe morning The year that registration 
of cars entering the park began, John 





Lundberg’s car was the first car entered in the 
reste 

T1818 the hotel was sold to Harry and Anna 
Lowe and the Lundberg tamlly moved to the 
farm, one mile north ana two males east of the 
towmn'ot Eckville. The chldren attended Selma 
School for two years, ‘The John Earle Harper 
property across the road was purchased by JL. 
Having land in the Eckville school district en 
tiled the children to go to the Ekeilesehool. AS 
this was thelr market place, twas more con 
‘venient that they go there 

Tn 1820 the new Eckville school was ball. 
Henry Ludwig was the principal and da Taomp” 
son was he teacher” Okey, Lisa, Berttil 
Tunaberg, and several others were the pupils 

“after fishing senoo! Bet helped on the farm 
until 189. His father thougat it bet that he learn 
a'rade, so he began working at Rocky Moura 
House in the creamery, making butter, under 
John Plathan, an old felend of the family. From 
inere he moved to Rimbey to work for Central 
Creameries until 895, Then he ment to Innistll 
where he Worked for the Independent 
Creameries unit 191, The next move was fo Red 
Deer fora few months in the Hepworth 
Creamery. "At that time the Central Alberta 
Dalry Pool Was golng to open new creamery 
and offered him the position of manager, 
Because. of the cooperative teaching of his 
father, he accepted. During tals time the plant 
Where Re worked won many prizes at the 
Agricultural Tatrs for the excellent butter stb. 
Initted. Shortly afterward the egg and live 
Poultry departments were opened, followed by 
the eviscerating. department, and tnally the 
anners of Farmgold poultry. This covered & 
period of twenty years of rezcarch and expan 

Th 1962 Bert was transterred from these 
departments to the department of packaged 
goods, whlen entailed considerable travelling for 
the Central Alberta Dairy Pool (Alpha Mil) 
‘over the prairie. provinces, British Cotambia 
find Northwest Territories, His last assignment 
‘vas the opening of new tersory in Washington 
{and Oregon, US.A. to ell Alpha honey. On Apel 
45, 1968, the morning of the last meeting to be 
ineld in Sette netore shipping was ton, Ber 
Siffereda stroke and was foreed into retirement 

‘Alera partial recovery trom the paralis 
he ‘rebuilt and. winterized his cottage in the 
Summer vilage of Norglenwald, on Sylvan Lake, 
At present C87?) Bert Is restoring & Model A 
Ford car, as well a8 enjoying ais yard and 
flowers 

ch summer the family, consisting of Beryl 

(California), Georgie (Ontario), Earle (Edman. 
ton) and hel ehlden spend holidays with thelt 
parenis, Bert and fis wile (Gladys Tones) who 
‘Was the the fist primary room teecher in the 
Eckville schoo 

"Bert, like Ms ster, sadly thinks about al the 
merbers af the famliy who have pasted on — 




















‘other in 1918, Father in 1950, Stepmother in 
8, Oxey In 1870 and Lester In 197 


LUNDBERG, LESTER — 1918.93 

Lester, the youngest member ofthe Lundberg 
family, Was born on March 9, 1918, when the 
famlly'was living on thelr farm. When he was 
nine months oid his mother pasted away, mak 
Ing i'necessary for his father to get someone '0 
care for the baby. Along with having & 
housekeeper partof ihe time, Lester slaved at 
Nielson in the Evarts area,’ and for a longer 
pefied of time with the Botton tamy in Diamond 
Vaey. He was brought home when his father 
remarried in 120, 

Lester went f0 school in Fekvlle,on a bieyele 
In Summer’ and Horseback in winter. Like al 
farm children, be helped with the chores and 
drove ‘horses and farm ‘equipment. Whenever 
they’ could arrange t,he and Ciltert Gustavson 
could be seen pecking thelr guns Yo unt gophers 
fr, in season, game birds. As he grew older the 
faim duties took more and more of his time 

‘One ofthe pleasant memories the amily has 
Is Lester's humorous side. He saw the funny side 
of most things in Ife.and and wherever There 
‘was a group a people he ad them splitting thelr 
‘ides with laughter, 

‘ester married Mary Tolonen, @ lea! git, on 
November 22,197 and they took over the farm 
Ing operations. His father and mother moved 
West, across the road to the Harper’ quarte 
Where Mf. Lundberg haa but @ modern new 
home. 

"Two sons were born to Lester and Mary — 
Jack’ on December 25,1898" and" Stanley, on 
November 21, 164, Maty and he worked very 
hard on te farm. They malted several cows and 
Degaa bullding up a herd of Holstein eat In 
Mlb Lester declaed ne would like to learn 
‘rade. They sold the farm fo Mary's brother Jake 
and his Scottish war brige, Agnes. The equlp- 
tent and livestock were soldat an avetion sale, 
‘That was a sad day for a certain nelghbor child 
= It meant no more delicous homemade ice 

Lesier and hs family stayed with his sister in 
Calgary while he attended technical school, 
‘studying mechantes. On completion of he course 
they maved to Old hore he worked for 8 John 
Deere farm machinery agency for 2 Yea. 

In 38i8 he fook over an implement business in 
Fort Saskatchewan. On a new location he Dull 
‘up a. good sized. showroom, parts room and 
epalr shop, with spacious living quarters above, 
5Mary and Lester added T.V. and appliances fo 
thelr sales stock, and because they were always. 
Avallable the business grew by leaps and bounds, 
ecesiating more land and’ more additions 13 

‘In 1864 Jack jolned his father, and in 1967 
Stanley joined the business, and all are cazrying 
fon in the same manner. 

1h spite of the pressure of business Lester 




















managed to serve two years on the Fort 
Saskatchewan Town Covell 

"For recreation Lester and the boys were ar. 
dent curlers, and won many trophies at various 
bonspels. Lester also loved horse racing. Mary 
and he went to Calgary and Edmonton and to 
Phoentx every year fo attend the races, Inlden, 
tally, he ald very well af the races, Another 
Sport he enjoyed was fishing. Many weekends 
they went north with their camper and bo 
Long-standing friends, Mr- and Mrs. Stan Yeo 
(Ga Bekville barber of the eariv days), were 
often companions on their excursions 

Lester suffered from dlabetes for many years 
and st the warly age of 55 years he passed aveay 
fn September 15 1873 from heart failure 

‘Mary is now living in an spartment in Fort 
Saskatchewan and spends her time travelling, 
‘with various activities ith her many trends 
‘and grandeniaren. 

‘John (Jack). married Lynne Hieland on 
December 24, 1988,"They have two children. Lent 
‘was born August 12, 19, and Dean was born 
March 25, 91, 

‘Stan married Donne Luckytassel on Apri 
19. Ther tree children aresJett, born March, 
196; Jody, born February 25,1971; and Sheryi 
bora August 24,1913 


LEVI MARSHAL 
Ophus 

‘Born n Westmorlin County, New Brunswick, 
of Pennsylvania Dutch ancestry, on March 2, 
4874, Levi Marshall Lutz worked during his youth 
in construction work in lumber eamps in Maine, 
USA, 

‘Aine age of 18 years he picked up the habit of 
chewing teceo ~ a habit which was to femal 
with him all of his years, At one time in hls later 
lite, ane of his sons, Aibert, and a grandson, 
Donald Hansen, calculated that through the 
years he haa chewed hls way" through enough 
hugs of tobacco that, placed end Yo end, they 
‘roula measure 13 mites! 

‘On February 6, 1907 he married Grace Alma 
Brown, bom October 886 in Petteodiae, New 
Brunsivick. A son, Lee, was born on October 1, 
Isat in New Brunsivek. Tn 1908 the famaly moved 
to Fernie, B.C, whete Levi worked a3. 
‘carpenter, and whe there He helped rebuild the 
town, which had been levelled by five, Here 
nother son, Arthur, was born on January J 
1903,"Toliowed by a daughter, Hazel, on 
September 10,1910 

Tn 112 the famliy moved to Irvine, Alberta, 
where Lev filed on a homestead. There the rest 
tthe tamily were born — Ethel on January 21, 
1913; George on September , 18247 Clarence on 
May 28, 816; Myre on June'15, 1818; Alberton 
Novernber 24, 1919; Wiltved on Fanuary 22,192, 
and Jean on December 21, 1924 

‘During this time many hardships assailed the 
family, suchas drought and. slokness, As a 
esl, Lee passed away in 1818 at the age of 11 











LUTZ, FAMILY — by Jean 














Years, and Myrtle in January, 199, atthe age of 
ES months 

Tn 3025, withthe help of a government agent, 
land was located in the Benalto and Rekvile 
areas for many drought-stricken farmers on the 
rales. Two box cars were allotted each fam 
[ys sith which to move to these new locations. In 
these all postessions were loaded. Any animals 
tarmachinery for which there was no room were 
Jett behind beside the allroad. tracks. Upon 
‘eturning later Levi found the horses tha! had 
been left behind, but they Were now wearing 
Someone else's brand, s0 possession was never 
Fepaine. 

Thus, on a cold rainy October evening, the 
family arrived by C.P-R. In Eokville. Horses 
‘were harnessed and the wagons were reloaded: 
the famiy, with the exeeption of Eel, who had 
bone olive with an aunt a Wipes, proceeded 
{o'a two-room house on the Medicine River two 
miles south of Eek” Tis was loested on land 
Sned by John Armstrong. Upon arrival at the 
ouse (ras found that no one had remembered 
to'bring matches with whieh to ight a fire, but 
Mrs. Armstrong (fondly known as "KIC" 
arrived og, the scene, riding her ne horse 

"Headlight, and soon had the faaity warm, ed 
ad settled forthe mlght 

Ta the sping ot 128 the house on the NE 10.9 
WS was vacated, and the family seled In on 
the land, also owned by John Armstrong, for 
‘hich they Were originally destined Besides ths 
(quarter of land, Levi renfed and farmed the 
GGuarer east and nother quarter southeast of 
the quarter on whieh the bulldings were In 
‘This property is now owned by the Herbert Jobs 
family 





AAs was the custom on the prairies, the famlly 
planted a huge garden in the spring of 1995, never 
Fealizing that the Yield would be many’ Ames 
ver what had previously grown on the prairie. 
This feat brought many chuckles trom 
neighbors, bul, at the same time, filled many 
{ables both at home forthe family and for tlends 
and neighbors, 

‘During these years Levi not only farmed, but 
aid carpenter work for other peape. auch lime 
‘was spent In clearing lana, tFom whieh he cut, 
awed, spit and sold wood. Huge wood piles, 
Wherever he lived kept many families esldes 
his own warm and comfortable Working at 
Dutding and maintaining roads also nelpea pay 
taxes and supplement the family Ineome 

1.1978 Lev! bought the SE 16-38-35 from E. 
M, Matenett, this land being immediately south 
ofthe town of Bekvile, He aid not take posees: 
Sion until the fal of 1900. Thie quarter at this 
lime was occupied by the Hans Brodersoa fan 
Jy, who then moved each ofthe town of Sivan, 
Lae. During ths year the family recalls picking 
pails of saskatoons on this newiy purchased 
Jang, Every afternoon any family member Who 
‘ast’ assigned other chores took wo mall pals 
{orl tothe top vith berries and return heme in 
Ime for the evening milking. 

‘After moving to this new location Levi farmed 
portions of NE 16393:05, owned by WH. 
Gowan, and also farmed ihe NW 16323.W9, 
belonging to Mes, Sharron, daughter of EM 
Matenett This quarter, which is dvided by the 
CNSR, is now Almost ‘completely ineluded, on 
the north of the rliroad, in the town of Bekwile 
‘Thel remainder is med by Ewart McDonald 

‘On the road beside te buldings on the nome 
place was a seep hl, referred toa "Matchett 
ii, which was famous for Its excellence a8 & 
place ogo sleigh riding in whoter- This sport sas 
Enjoyed by everyone, 

‘During these many years Grace Lutz was an 
active member of ihe Presbyterian Ladies Ald, 
find uring the depression years every transtent 
‘Who Knocked on thelr dour was fed. Anyone 
‘avelng with Horses, without a place to sleep, 
aye found shelter ah ood formset and he 

[AS tractors began replacing horse power on 

sms in the early W's, Levi purchased 
tractor, and later a grain seprator and threshed 
train for farmers for many miles around. For 
Eeveral years, during the war, Levi farmed the 
Merriman land direct east of Eekvile. After 
fhe. war he reduced. the amount of land. be 
farmed, but continued To help two of is sons, 
Clarence and George, who had returned from the 
farmy and had started farming, In 1956 he sold 
fhe home quarter fo his son-in-law, Ivar Ophus, 
but continued to reside there untl his passing in 
‘August, 1859, atthe age o 85 years, Grace paseed 
away ih February, 150, at the age of 11 Years 
Both Mr. and Mrs, Lat are lad fo rest in the 
Bekville Cemetery 
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ARTHUR LUTZ FAMILY — by Jean Optus 

‘Arthur ‘cate was born in'Femmie, Bc on 
Fanvary’1, 193: He moved with his parents fo the 
irvine, Alberta are, and then to Hexville In Oc. 
tober of 1995. He attended schoo! at Trvine, and 
{ora short time in Eekvie 

For several years he worked for the Maro 
[Brothers in thelr flour mill in Bekville, During 
the war he worked in the Nort, hauling freight 
‘nthe Alaska Highway. After the wat he bought 
Struck one o several he wa om, and haed 
fravel on many roads. being, but tn Central 
Alberta’ Winters were spent hauling logs and 
lumber in the west country. When rural elect 
fication came to Alberta he hauled poles for 
Dovterline construction In many parts of Alberta 

‘Arthur married Julla Bromling and they had 
lg elldren. ‘Tacy are Leah, now married to 
Edy ‘kasha twins, Moniyand Hal, (Hal is 
‘martled to Linda Lipka); Clara, married (0 
Donald Lockwood: Shelly, married to fdwin 
Engen: Darey, marvied to Donna Renale, Dean 
1a and Kerey stl at home. 

Znt9s8 Art deckded to try his hand at form: 
Ing. For 2 time he vented land, and then pur 
chased the SW 360-3;W5. He then moved from 
the town of Ekle to this land here he con. 
tinued farming his own land and several rented 
‘quarters until his death in December, 1873 

‘Atthe time of his passing, Ar stl ha a crew 
of men working for Cleat Power, clearing 
powerlines and fencing tight of ways 

‘Arthur was en ardent hunter and fisherman, 
‘He was of aqulet disposition, but his ready smile 
and quiek laugh as well as his love of playing 
fads (a pastime at which ne spent many, many 
hours) will Tong be remembered by Nie man 
‘ends, 











LUTZ, ALBERT AND IRMA — by Jean Optus 

“Albert Lute was born st Irvine, alberta on 
November 23, 1019.and came tote Lexile area 
‘th is family in October, 1995. His sehool years 
Were all_spent in Eckville and after leaving 
Setigo! he weat ‘0 the West ‘coast where he 
Worked at ‘varlous jobs untl enlisting in the 
Royal Canadian Engineers in 1999. After com. 
pleting his baste training he went overseas and 

Ww active combat uty in Belgium and France. 
“After returning trom the army in 146 Albert 
spent several years doing carpenter work in and 
around Bexvile. Winter employment was found 
In the lumber camps test of Rock) Mountain, 
House 

Th August, 1846 ne married Irma Tumer 
‘whose home was in Burnaby, B.C. After ving in 
Exkville for several years they moved to Red 
Deer and Albert went to work as a maintenance 
‘man at the RCAF. base at Penhold, a position 
He tl ela ai the time ot hs death in December, 
ANT, at the age of 82 years 

‘uring his years after the war Albert was an 
active member of the Elks Lodge and made 











many friends throughout central Alberta 
Through his assoclation with the Lodge. 


LUTZ, WILFRED HERBERT 

Wiltred Herbert Lute wae born at Irvine, 
Atbertayon January Zi, 1922. tn 1928 Ne came to 
the Ekville disteit with his parents, brothers 
and sisters. 

He attended school at Eckville, completing 
Grade 10. During his years on the farm Bill en 
foved riding horses and even now, iviagin thee 
fy, he often rides Just for relaxation. After lea 
tng school "he worked for a time in the coop 
Dutcher shop, drove trucks for Bil MacDonald, 
Ed Needham and Harry Brooks, hauling felgh, 
machinery, grain, catle or anything there mas 
Tobe auled, He aio worked fora short ime int 
lumber camp. He worked for Watson Construc 
Non during the bullding of the ‘Trans-Canada 
Highivay at Galden, B.C: and in the construction 
of trigation ‘itches in southern Alberta He 
Worked for Lambs, i Saskatchewan and various 
Darts of Alberta 

Th uly 1857 he married Harriet Benson, who 
was matron of the Beeville Municipal Hospital 
They later moved to Calgary after ashort time is 
Sundre, and they sil restde there 

"For several years Bill owned his own gravel 
truck, but he Is now employed by C. G. Brown 
Construction Ltd 

"Bil and Harriet have two children, Karen and 
Grant, Both chlaren are sil st home and are 
attending school 








MacDONALD, MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM 
(BILL) ~ by Br. Kay MacDonald 

Me) and’ Mrs. Willam (Bl) MacDonald 
arrived in Eekville in 1896,"Thele daughter, Kay 
‘athicen), was born in 1928, 

Mother had the first orchestra, with Mrs 
Findlay. Later Joe Stilley, Walter Hogiand, and 
Mr. Clausen played for many wedding dances, 
‘Mother taught muste to many of the enildren of 
{he community, and also taught schoo, 

‘Dad had a Wucking company and carried the 
mall for years on the rural Toutes numbers one 
8nd: three. He also had a‘small farm near 
























Hespero, and one west and north of Gilby. He 
loved horses and Aberdeen cal, which he had 
atthe time of is sudden death 

A snowmoblle was used for transporting the 
mal on is mall routes and also for frequently 
faking Dr. Coppock on his winter calls, 

‘Doth mother and dad loved hunting and T can 
sill remember Sunday moraings, going ou! to 
hunt binds north of Fekeille, 

‘Dad was drowned in the Horseguard River in 
23 on Ape whe ying fo ge car from he 
flood waters. He was only 48 years old atthe time 
ot hs passing, 

Mofter passed away on April 7, 1%, also at 
tne age of 48 years. Both are buried in the 
oie cemetery. 

‘Our home, which dad bull in Ekle, is stil 
sanding, and belongs to the Presbyterian 
hare. 





WE MATTHEW MAKE FAMILY—by Hija 
Sjobiom: 

‘Matt Maki arrived in Central Alberta in 181, 
coming from the United States. At the age of 13 
Sears he nad come to the United States with his 
Snel. He worked and remained in the United 
Staes for I? years, returning to Finland in 1905, 
tnd a while later married and settled down to 
farming there, A few years later he returned 10 
the Unied States and found his old buddies get 
ting ready to come to Canada, sohe joined ther, 

“They all came to Rocky Mountain House and 
Matt took up a homestead there. year later he 
iad a enance to buy two parcels af ind, ft rom 
fhe young men who had gone fo the Boer War in 
‘Alvica and had not returmed. ‘This was called 
Script land, and was available only t0.8 
homesteader, wih could buy it for 1.00 per acre 
Ihe had proved up on his own homestead. All 
this land was Tow and muskeg, which had fo be 
ditched 

‘Dad ditched ls homestead and broke one 
hundred acres the tirst fo years with hs four 
xen and walking plow. He seeded all ths land 
{nto imotny hay’ ana it grew for vears to come. 
He had bullt'@ one-room log house, a log bara, 
dug a. well and was quite established when, In 
15, he decided to send for is family fom 
Finland, which consisted of mother and we three 
ehldves, John, Saimal and myselt (Hla). We 
feamned ater that mother dant take Kindy to 
the new home, but she fried and worked hard to 
‘make a home there. They added another room 1 
{he house and got cows and small animals, pigs, 
thickens, and so forth, By now Dad had a tear ot 
horses and got more later. 

"Two ehllaren were born in Rocky Mountain 
House-Rannar and Helvie. In 1917 the tary 
‘moved to the Bokville area, two mlles west of 
{own. Dad wanted higher land where he could 
False grain, and everyone was happy with the 
‘move. Dad's first crop in Bekville was 9 acres of 
‘heal and 10 acres of oats. Ho cut all the sloughs 
{or hay and, with the cats, had plenty for their 











tive cows and horses, The ereek banks were eut 
witha soytne. Before leaving is farm at Rocky 
Mountain House dad had cut big pine logs for a 
House and barn on the new place He hauled them 
home, one wall at atime, the following winter. 
Both bulldings are stil standing, and tn good 
shape, 60 years later. 

Eckville was starting to grow; It had several 
‘busines places, store, creamery and schoo for 
1s cldren. Tne first winters was hard forthe 
[Smaller ones fo get to school as twas so biteriy 
‘old, The school was moved fo the village and 2 
‘pew two-room school was bull, which we all en 
Joyed. The tt year in Eekvile, John, then 10, 
years old, had a nasty accident. horse kleked 
him in the face. "There was no doctor near so Dad 
rushed to town. The druggist, Mr. 0. Fothan, a0 
‘ised John's golng to fed Deer for a doctors 
‘are. He phoned Frit: Kinna, who had the oniy 
fear around, and away they went, Mr. Forkan 
Sttended to John the best he could, as he was 
Bleeding badly. Dad went along. and also Mr. 
(Clausen, the postmaster, In ease they nad fo push 
the car through the mud holes. 


Eventually there were eight children tn our 
family. ly was born In August of 1817, Relno on 
‘October 1, 1818, and Ray on July 1, 1802. By now 
We older ones were good farm hands and we all 
had to work hard. The girs worked in the felds 
288 well ag milking ows 


‘Our mother was a qulet woman, and a home 
loving type. She had to work hard and In the 
winter evenings she would init mittens and 
ooks anti far Info the night. "She sewed 
‘everything we wore when we srere young, Dut 
Shways had time to feed anyone. who came 
Sround at mealtime: She was astong woman, as 
most women had to be, In order to take all te 
Hardships ot ploneer life. Leaving everything 
behind back home in Finland and starting trom 
Scratch, almost,” and. weathering. depression 
times, she stil’ managed a smile and. sald, 
"Things wil be better." She enfoyed golng tthe 
‘odd plenie; Neneighbars gathered at Wood Lake 
Stleast every” June 24, and the UPA, and 
UWA. usually had at outing at some farm, 
Whlen everybody In the community attended, 
‘These were fun times, as were also the Christ 
tas concerts, The Finnish Christmas concert 
find dance was held at the home of ne of ou 
helghbors—Jack Hiltala~because the upstairs 
Im thelr house was one big foom, a hal, you 
might say. Later, when the Liberty Hall was 
Built, the plcales ‘and dances were held there 
‘This was about 1924, We used (0 go there inthe 
wintertime with a team and bob sleigh, all 
Dundied up, andiater on ears became popular, so 
that made travelling nicer. 

‘As the years passed we children went away to 
work and later on to other places and provinces, 
Salmi weat to Vancouver, B.C, In 1963.1 fllowest 
her In 1984 and_Joba and Heivle came in 2998, 
Sohn worked in the Britanis Beach mines, BY 

















fen Salm! had married August Veinman and I 
had married Wiliam SJoblom. 

"a 1959 Dad hed taken Il and passed away in 
Suly'of that year. We all came home and Joba 
Sayed nome to help with the farming.as the 
farm had grown much larger because dad Nad 
been able\to acquire more land from time t0 
time. In October of 1909 tragedy struek agaln 
‘When Satml and Aligust Velnman lost thelr fo 
‘nd-a-halt year old son, 

‘War had broken out, andthe young men were 
getting nervous. Reino goths ell for the armed 
forees In 1840, and he was overseas for five 
years. John was in the army forfour years, with 
ome harvest leaves to help Rannat and Ray. 
‘who were doing the farming 

Tn the spring of 190 Hilja and Bt SJoblom 
‘moved from Vancouver toa farm inthe Bekele 
Aisetet, with thelr two small gels, Helen, four 
Years old, and Katherine, one year od. Their oa, 
Allan was born in 1841." Helen, now Ars, 
Bergeson, has six children: David, Wesley, Ran 
dy, Vervin, Karen and Gary. She and her hus 
and keep busy on thelr farm near Bentley 
‘Thele son Davids married to Pat St Jean and 
they’ have a daughter, Teja, born in i27t, This 
aives the Bil Sjobloms a great-granddaughter, 
Katherine, now Mrs. “Kubbermus, lives. in 
Calgary, where her husband, Leon, is foreman 
of a tincemith shop. Both Kay and: Leon are 
Suiled ‘Shera and. mountain climbers, and 
Fegularlypartleipae in hese sports at Banff and 
ther areas, They are members of the Alpine 
Mountain Climbers organization Bil and Hija 
Ilved on their farm orth of Eckl fr 95 years 
before thelr retirement. tn 1976 they bought 2 
home in Eekville where they, along with thelt 
son Allan, now live, 

In addition to the son which they lost, Salmt 
and" August’ Velnman ‘had one daughter, 
Lorraine, ‘They left Vancouver and moved 10 
Seattle, Washington, U.S.A. after the war 
Lorraine became a replsiered nurse and later 
married Fred Ewing. She now has seven 
thildren. Tae Fred Ewing family nov resides in 
Edmonds, Washington, 

Helvie married Ted Hagkull in 1998, Their 
four sons are Ronald, of St. Paul, Robert of 
Chiluvaek, Ramon of Cailwack, and Roger of 
Hope, b,c, elvie and ‘Ted are living In 
Calltiraek, BC 

Ty married Amold Matthews in 1945. They 
farmed ia the Gilby district unt thelr retire 
ment to Bekville in 1974 Armold passed away it 
45, and Ty continues to live fm her home 18 
Eee 

Relno married Margaret Koskela atte retur. 
ning from overseas, They, with thelr son, lek, 
reside in Vancouver. 

Hay marzied Jennie Sutherlund in 1944 and 
they ‘Rave. three girls. ‘Trudy’ married Ivan 
Houston and they ave three ehlldren, Krister, 
Tyler, and Pamela. They live on a farm neat 
Eekviile. Barbara married Kenneth Ryan of 











New Westminster, B.C, Joan married Kenneth 
Bly of Edmonton, ‘they have one son, Shane. 

Ransar married Geneva Docken’ and they 
have fe sons. Kenneth, now of Calgary, is 
married, but has no enildren, Donald, also living 
In Calgary, is married and has two children 
Rannat and Geneva now ive in Drayton Valley, 
Alberta 

In 1851 Mother had a pleasant surprise when 
her sster came to vist her from Cleveland, 
Ohio, U.S.A. They fad not seen each other for 5S 
years. in May, 1882 mother took il and passed 
Away in June 


MAKI, RAY 

TRay Maki, the youngest of the Matt Maki 
family was born on July 2, 182 He was ralsed 
fn the farm just west of Eckuile, Aw one of & 
{amily of eight, he developed a good sense of 
humor and awilingness fo help avone in need 

On Maren 28, 1944, he martied Jennie 
Sutherland of Rocky Mountain House, who bad 
ben working inthe Fekville Hospital ince 838, 
‘They farmed a halt section, the SW 19.93.05 
gad the Ne 24-3-419, nelghboring the Mak 
home place. 

ay and Als brother John had an adettional 
squatter, SE 1838.99, which they Joatly owned 
for pasture 

‘Hay and Jennle bull up the farmasite, starting 
swith the house In 1945 and the barn in 1947 They. 
Yalsed three daughters, ‘Trudy, Barbara and 
‘oan 

‘On December 25, 1968, Ray passed avray at 
the age of 36 years 

Trudy madried Ivan Houston im 1967. They 
farm In the Gienlet dstret north of ckvile 
‘Trudy and Ivan have three children, Keister, 
‘Tyler and Pamela 

‘Joan married Ken Biy in 1974 They have one 
son, Shayne, and lve in Eamonion, 

‘barbara, srs, Ken Ryan, of Vancouver was 
married in 19%. They have one daughter born 
December 27, 1971, Jennifer Rae ls named for 
both her maternal grandparents. 

Tennle was remarried, to Elwood Averill in 
toto. They tarm In the Happy HIM strict south 
of Eee 








MANN, HAROLD, MAK, AND FAMILY 

Harold S. Mann was bora in Exmouth, Devon, 
England. His father was in the Salvation Army 
at ihe me they came to Alberta in the spring of 
{IMG Tey were living In Edmonton When Alber: 
ta became a provines, 

The family moved around often, as Harold's 
father was a minister, They really had no "home 
town". Harold took his last twa years of high 
school at Alberta College, which Is. now St 
Stevens, in Edmonton, He later completed So 
Years correspondence work trom Queen's 
University. He taught school West of Bowden of 
A permit fora semester, before belng accepted 
4s'a bank employee when an opening occured, 











In 1905 Harold was transferred to the bank in 
Sylvan Take, and in that year he and Mae 
decided to get married, 

Tn 107 tho bank decided to open a sub branch 
ln Eexvlie, so Harold was assigned to come f0 
Eckville two or tire times a week to handle the 
business. When he did't come, Ar- Fred 
Appleton, the ‘Sylvan Lake bank manager 
‘ame: theoretically, to check up on business 
‘They hada ite wire fliers cage, a desk and & 
‘counter ina smal office north of the lumber yard 
(ahten s now Carsitt's Hardware.) Mr. Colpits, 
a lawyer, also shared ths office, whieh later 
Became a doctor’ office. They used to go across 
fhe street fo the hotel for Iu, which always 
had the same menu, However, at that time the 
CNR train went west on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Ssturday and the train crew alvays ate at the 
hotel, fo. There was allways a fresh Toast for 

“There was a tiny safe inthe bank, but nothing 
vwas left there overnight, When Havold and the 
Junior clerk went for lunch, one carried bills and 
fhe otter the slver, and of course one of them 
haa a gun. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Mann moved into the bank iv- 
ing quarters ~ four tiny rooms — eth three 
chldfen and another one on the way, when 3 ful 
Sime bank was opened in Eekvile in 1990, Mr 
Mann was made manager, at this time being 
nly 2 vears of age 

‘Mr. Mann was transterred to Winnipeg in 1949 
and we were there for four years. However, 
Harold missed hls farmer customers, and we al 
mnlssed Alberta, so Harold asked for a transter 
Dac to Alberta: We moved to Athabasca in 1951, 
and to Medicine Hatin 1887. We thought we had 
eached out "Happy Hunting Grounds for sure, 
Sand intended to relive in Medicine Hat. Well, the 
best ald plans go awry (as Rate Burns wrote) 
sand ours certainly id, Harold dled on November 
181964, after having worked for 2 years without 
ok leave, 








MAE MANN (Wife of Harold Mana) 

was bor at Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia, 
and atthe age of three ar four years my family 
‘moved fo the Unted States, where we lived for & 
{esr years. In 1912 we moved to Alber. MY Nigh 
‘School edication was obtained in Didsbury, Dut 
fatter Tegan teaching T was there only ring 
{he summer holidays. Later my father moved to 
te west coast, s0 1 had no place 1 could call 
ome. love Nova Soot, and have been back fo 
isi there several times 

T guess Eekville can be called my 
‘background, as we were there for 17 years, and 
fur three youngest children were born there, 
‘Two alder boys finshed school there. Some of 
those years were pretty rugged. Wouldn't lt be 
awful fo go back {o keeping house without run 
hing water and electricity! Our big entertal. 
‘ent was to go to Red Deer ard spend 30 or 80 
ents Yor dinner at the Club Cate and 40 cents 








each fora show ticket. When I didn’t have a gist 
{ohelp inthe house Thad to hire a baby-sitter for 
45 cents. (Big dealt) Sometimes. wed splarge 
after the show for a milkshake 25 cents each.) 
We were supposed to be well o-do bankers! 

‘One thing that 1 felt was a sacrifice, Bul one 
whlch we were willing to make, was burning ®0 
‘much wood, inthe bank and at home, because we 
felt that we should bay. the wood for the 
farmers. It would have heen easier to burn coal 
bbut none of the bank customers was a miner 

‘Our eldest son, Avard, Isa meteorologist and 
has been supervisor of weather services or 
Alberta, Yukon Territory and part of the North 
West Territories siace 1958. He resides In Ed. 

ance, the second son, is also with the 
weather service and Is a'railo sound teehniclan 
fon the weather ship, "Vancouver." He likes be: 
Ing at sea. He is out for seven weeks andon shore 
{or five weeks. He and his family ve in Victoria, 

‘Marland, the third son, ves ‘Toronto and 
has two sons and one daughter, He is manager 
for a storage and distribution company 

‘Mary ives in Penawa, Manitoba, which s the 
town for atomic research estabishment, She 
‘works i the hospital admitting ffce, Her name. 
[now Peterson, and she has two boys and one 
fin, 

Fleur, the youngest daughter, has recently 
moved to Prince George from Toronto, Her nus 
band is the manager of MeLeoas store. ‘They 
have three daughters. Her name ls now Bellske, 


WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH JANE, 
(PRICE) MANNIX 

Willam (Bille) and Elizabeth Mannix came 
fo homestead the NW 14-40-53, in the Bingley 
Aistriet on October 2, 1906 from Okotoks, Alta 
With them came Wiliam Joseph, born Feb, 36, 
1903 and Mabel Jane, born May 9, 1905. Norris 
Alberta was born Sept. 36, 1008 

‘lle worked for Martin and MeDougell Saw 
rill the winter of 1908-07. "Tne mall was-situated 

fn the westside of the NE240-W3. For many 
{years he supplemented his farm income by sa 
Ing wood around the country with a buzz sa, 
Covering the area from Leslieville to Sylva 
Take. 

‘They later bought and moved to a CPR, 
jarter, SE. 23305, three miles west of 
Hekvilg, and ivea there until 1920 when They 

Sold to Frank Bolton, 

“The children, Joe and Mabel, started school in 
1811 by’ walking ve miles to the Beaver Plats 
School, In 1912 the farmers laid condurey seross 
the swamp and but abridge across the Last Hil 
Creek, (Horseguara River) which could be used 
only on foot of saddle horse, That made it to 
‘niles closer to sehoo for children traveling that 

‘From the C-P.R. quarter they moved south of 
Withrow where tney lived unt 1995, when they 
raved to Salmon Arm, B.C. 








William Joseph married Vera Merle 


Pendergast June 21904, They have five children 
and reside at Syivan Lake 
“Mabel Jane married Chester Mason in 198 





‘They had elght children, Mabel died in 160, 
Chester in 10 

Norris Alberta married Helen Jacobson in 
1S4l, They have two girls and Yeside In Calgary 

‘William Henry died Feb 8,855 and ls bizied 
at Leslevile 

Elizabeth Jane dled Jan. 4 1960 and is buried 
at Rocky Mountain House 


MR. AND MRS. BILL MARKS 

ill Marks arrived in Bekville on October 
192%, just past his 19th birthday, fo take over the 
barbershop and pootroom. ‘This eas located in 
the hotel and had recently been Vacated by Tr 
Vine Palmer, who had moved to Bentley. In 
February of 1928, Bil was married to Georgina 
Robertson, of Red Deer, who was then working 
Inthe ote dining room. They moved into asulte 
Over the post fice, on Main Siret. Sometime 
Betweon fen and Jane, they moved 1 «sma 
Rouse opposite the ald Co-op Store, now owned by 
the Pat Hovens. This was a rether fortunate 
‘move, Decause on the last Sunday night of June, 
5808, fie destroved one block on the eastside of 
Main Street. Mr- Morris had arrived in Eekvile 
{hat day, to take over the management of the 
creamer’, and was staying a the hotel. He men 
tioned quite often that he sure gota warm recep. 
tom at Eckvile 

"The barber chalr was saved, and Bll set up 
shop on the stage ofthe community Rall which 
“Happy”, the Calnese man, purchased and con 
verted inie-a restaurant, having lost his in the 
Ire. Mike Sestrap put up building tothe south 
of thls, and it housed the barbershop and 
poolroom on the south side and the post office on 
the orth side. Dan ‘Clausen put up @ new 
Buliding back. om the east sider and Bill and 
Georae pened i the “iy Lc inthe part 

"SIN Je. was born in January of 3890 in the 
house just"east of their house, which was 
‘operated as a nursing home by a Mrs. Porter 
Gre, Joc Marshall's: mother). There was no 
hospital in Beeville at tha ime, The doctor was 
Dr Sommerville, 

Lighting for the barbershop and poolroom 
was first by” gasoline lamps, then gasoline 
burners (mantles) with a gascline pressure tank 
‘outside and piped iato the burners. The next i 
provement was a 32-val lighting plant, followed 
by electriety from August Moro’ plant at fifty 
cents at KW, and finally by Calgary Power. 

Recreation wes mainly base, badminton 
and dancing. Curling Was added, as soon as the 
curling rink was bull. Bekville had one of the 
best baseball teams in the dstret, helped, no 
doubt, by second baseman’ Freddie 
Bardenhagen, who used to doctor the 
baseballs for pitchers Carl and Art Rasbis. 

Bll and Georgle sold the barbershop In 19) 
and the Jiffy Lunch in 181, when Bl Joined the 
RIGA. At his time Georgie ana Bill J. moved 
to Sylvan Lake, After Bill's elseharge from the 











































































service they operated an electrical shop_at 
Sylvan Lake for approximately 20 years, Phey 
have tow retired, but are stil ving in Sylvan 
Take. 


MARSHALL, JOSEPH T, — by Mrs, Laura 
Marshall 

“Joseph . Marshall was born October, 1886 
He emigrated trom Armagh, North Ireland 70 
Toronto in 1909. Having had training as ‘2 
Arugalst, he was able fo secure jo there work 
{ager Timothy Eaton in the drug department of 
the store or three years. In 1912 he anda cousin, 
the late Charles Ralston, also a druggist decided 
tonced the slogan "Go West, young man, go west 
4nd grow up withthe country." From Toronto 
Itey Worked thelr way westward, sopping ot at 
‘any places, unl they reached Syivan Lake 
‘The CA had just been bullt through ths area 

‘the fall of 3911 
InSylvan Lake they but and operated a drug 
store, later branching out nto groceries and dry 
foods. In the fall of 1818 they sold out this 
business; Joe taking off for the "Ould Sod” for 
holiday. (Charles Rolston returned to Toronto 
sith hls wife, but they were soon beck to Alberta 
Where they epened a store in Rimbey.) 

“Je reluraed to Canada in Ma, 100, this ime 
ending up at Eekvile {might ad here, that the 
Snow was onthe ground when he lft Red Deer in 
‘October, 1818, and was stil on the ground upon, 
his retufa in May, 1920, Many wl remember the 
hard, long winter of 'I9\and 20. At about this 
time'Bil Cowan's fist wife had died and Bil ad 
{aen the Body east for burial. Joe was engaged. 
formanage the Cowan's Hardware Store While 
Bul was sway” 

1 the fal of 1920 Joe but his own store and 











operated it as “Marshal's Hardware and Dry 
Goods" ably assisted by hs wife, he continued 
In this busines, Inthe tame locdtion, until his 
Fetlrement in 1884, when he sold the business to 
‘Art Moench. A perlod of 44 years in the same 
‘business atthe! same place testifies to Joe's 
Stecess ia the venture. 

"M1828 he married ills Laura Porte, of Con 
dor. They hada family of three daughters — 
Mavis, (who passed away in 1979), Maureen, aad 
Josephine. Mavis and Josephine received inett 
YUN. trom Holy Cross in Calgary, and Maureen 
bBccame a secretary and bookkeeper. 

“Joe served the town of ekville in many 
capacities. When the village was incorporated in 
1821 Joe, along with Bll MeHittle tnd Clare 
Crosbie, made up the first village eouned, and 
Soe is now the only surviving member of ts 
‘council: Off and on through the years he sewed 
many ierms.as a counell member, He als) 
Served on the local school board for several 
terms and Wwas for one term on the Eckrille 
Mutual Telephone Board. For nineteen con. 
secutive years he was a member of the local 
hospital Boer 

















In 1971 Joe was honored by the town and was 
presented, by Miss Helen Hunley (MLA) with 
4 plague for dedicated service to the town of 
Edkville. He is stil alert, and is interested in 
local activities as well as provincial and federal 
pallies. He reached his Oth bietnday’in the fll 
Sr 1876. He and his wife, Laura, are enjoying 
‘heir retirersent in thelr home In Eekvile 


‘THE E, M. MATCHETT FAMILY — by Gladys 
Mateheit Turner 

‘My’father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. E. M. 
Matchett, along with my’ two brothers, Ralph 
and Edward, and. myselt, moved trom St 
‘Thomas, Ontario to Red Deer about the year 1902, 
or 149, where we lved for about a year and a 
halt. My father and two brothers took 
omésteads and my sister, who lived in he East, 
ought a CPLR. quarter’ on the banks of the 














Horsoguard creek. My uncle, Mr. Ralph Brown, 
and family settled on a homestead about two 
Illes west and a. James MeFaul and family 
alitie farther on. Later my brotier Bd sold ls 
quarter to the C-P-R, for the townsite of 
Boke 

Mr. and Mrs, J. Carney and family lived to 
the east on the Medicine River. They moved to 
Dutton, Montana —T don't remember the 
date. Doreas Brown married Paul Pykiet. She is 
now living In Kansas, USA. Theresa Brown 
married Lewis Fileh and ilved at Reeky Moun: 
{in House. She pasted away in 1976 

‘Thelleve te itt teacher ten the school was 
north of the town was Mise Fenerty, trom the 
Maritimes. She boarded with a cousin, Ms 
Killick, at ola Eckville. Amy Richardson, 
another teacher, stayed ‘with the Eckfords, 
Agnes Hampton ind Miss MeMann sopped with 

1 belleve Dr. Evans was the first doctor, He 
later moved 0 Didsbury. tn the winter we had 
dances a diferent homes, sometimes driving as 
{ares Leste on cold wine alehs i. 
MeFul and Albert Armstrong played the violin, 
Later, when the hall was bul, the dances were 
held there. My usband played the plano and 
helped out, We had skating partes an aslough on 
ray dad's farm and onthe Medicine River at the 
CCaeney’s. Inthe winter my’ brother hauled fence 
posts from a tamarack swamp west anda lite 
South of the own. In eary dave there were quite 
& ew prairie fires, which were frightening, 8 
‘wella8 hall storms, 





MATTHEWS, FELIX AND ETHEt 
Matthews 

Felix Maynard Matthews was born No 

ber 24, 1909 on the homestead, SW 3403 
WS (now owned by Walter Andrew). He was the 
fourth enlla of Adam and Anna Matteus, He 
attended” Andrews. school until mis. pareats 
bought NW T7405; then he attended Esto 
lan school. When his brother was teaching 
Getz school he went to school there fora year 

"Felix and his brother farmed in the Bow 
stand, Alberta alstrct for several years, re 
{urnlag fo Eekville n 1990. He was married fo 
Biel Eutz on December 23, 131 

"Ethel was bora in levine, Alberta on January 
1913 and went to school in Irvine, and Win. 
nipeg, Manitoba, She arrived In Eckvile in ADriL 
(of 188 She worked in Rea Deer, Edmonton and 
Eckvile prior to her marriage, Clitfard Arthur 
‘was bora in Eekville on January 8, 1884 

“The familly moved to Rimbey in Mareh of 
1934, Grace Tona was bora there on October 2 
13055, They roturmed to the Glby district 2807 to 
{ne SE 1740215, whlch they had purchased 
before moving to Rimbey. As there were only 15 
acres broke, they set to work with grub hoes and 
sixes to clear the rest ofthe land. To earn site 
fash Pelle played drums in an orchestra with 
Mss. 'Willdm’ MacDonald and Arehie’ Cun 





— by Ethel 




















rlngham for a dollar 9 night, Felix was also a 
‘meehanie and felped the nelghbors to keep theit 
ars and tractors ranning. 

‘Jean Arlene was born in Eekvlle on October 
18, 1844, and Beverly Elaine on March 11, 1946, 

‘in I8stt845 Pelle operated a Caterpillar for 
Curry Construction, loading gravel for the roads 
In the MED. of Red Deer, MD. of Lacombe, and 
the Local Improvement Distriet, in 106 Felix 
‘ought a TD! International tractor and worked 
at gravelling roads, He also had backhoe with 
\Waleh he dug basements and putin sewer lines in 
Eckville and farm sewer ‘ystems, He also 
worked for Calgary ‘Power witha. pole-hole 
‘igger, algzing holes for power lines in several 
fisiriets in Alberta. In 1860 Felix, Ethel and 
{amily moved tothe iowa of Bekele, renting the 

rm to Arnold Matthews, who later bought the 
land. Fel sold out In 1099 and spent a year In 
Vancouver: 

Cilifrd is married to Dorothy Engen and 
‘hey have two children, Nolan and Gwen, ona is 
married to Herbert Ja and they have four 
children ~ tan, Lorne, Lauren and John. Arlene 
Was married to Rabert Wise and haa to gis, 
Roberta and Rtonda. She ls now married 1 
Gerald Heft and they have two ehldren, Brlan 
and Tracey. ‘Beverly ls married to Vincent 
Bowker and thelr two etildsen are Wanita and 
Vincent 

'FelIx passed away October 13, 1871 and is 
buried in he Gilby cemetery. Ethel is now living 
in Granste, BC. 


MATTHEWS, ROBERT (BOB) AND EILEEN — 
by Eileen Matthews 

ober! Eugene, youngest son of Adam and 
‘Anna Matthews, was married to Elloen Ferguson 
in ay, 1944 Bob worked on Foad construction 
with the muntlpalty for two years, then went 12 
Work for his older brother, Fell, hauling gravel 








In 180 Bob went to work forthe Massey Harris 
gent, the late Chester Kasha. Ths is when BoD 
Seeded to become a mechanic, and each winter 
for three’ years he. attended asiort term at 
Southern Alberts Institute of eehnology in 
Calgary to obtain a journey-man’s cerifleate. 

‘Sob, being. of musleal nature, played the 
plano with several different orchestras. ‘They 
played for country dances once, and sometimes 
Twice, a week, which really helped the family 
budget 

'Bob and Eileen have thre children — Larry, 
born Ay, 1945, Wayne bora in September, 1936 
nd Janice bora In May 2, 

Lary Is married to Ronda Jarvis and they 
now live in Eemvile. Larry and Rhonda spent 
ght Sears in the Yukon where Larry worked for 
the Department of Transport, as a radio 
Uperator, Their three sons are Steven, Daryl and 
Shain. 

Wayne Is married to Keltio Hughes and 
vworkes for an oll company as an off shore drill 
Ing superintendent. Tels two children are Shane 
snd Melanie 

Janice Is married to Dr. Greg awards and 
tncy Hive ln Ponoka, where Greg has a dentistry 
practice. 

“ileen has been employed at the Eckvlle Co: 
op since 1860, 

n1966 Bob became the U.F.A. bulk fuel agent 
ln Beklle and also operated a garagein connec: 
tion wth the business, However tn 175 tne gar 
ge was burned and was note-bult, Bob and on 
Larry now operate the Bulk fuel delivery and & 
small service station 


‘THE W, G. McANDREWS FAMILY — by Max. 
fe Mendrews 

‘liam (best known by everybody as Red”) 
snd Maxine Meandrews and chiloren, Murray 
fod Margaret Anne, moved 0 Eekvile trom 
Calgary in March, 10, Red was hired as Dey 
Goods and Grocery Manager for the Fekvlle Co. 
op Store, and In 1380 became General Manager. 
He held that position tit July 1967, then moved 
to Calgary a8 Retail Adviser for Federated Co 
operative. 

‘Daring our 18 years in Eekvile we had three 
more children ~ Jerry, Philip and Stewart, All 
but Stewart aitended. school in Eekvie 
Margaret Anne took a C.N.A. course {8 Bdmon 
ton in 1967 and In 1969 she married Don Sheets, 
‘They nave two children ~ Kelly six, and Glen 
2, three, and’ present live in Stonehaven, 
‘Scotland. Don is & tool pusher on an oll ign the 
North Sea 

‘erry married Sandra MacDonald trom 
caigaty in'1872. They" are stil In Edmonton 
Jerry attends the University of Alberta inthe 
inculty'of Dentistry and will graduate in May, 
19mk. Sandy works as a Dental Hygealst, but wil 
Soon retire to care for our third grandchild 

Murray married Donna Hennig of 
Beaverlodge In 1874, They liven Calgary, where 














Murray works for Calgary Co-Op and Donna at 
Primeo Home Suppites, 

Philip 1s manager and Karate Master at 
Simons Karate Studio in Edmonton, He. was 
married in November, 1876 (0 Jackie Mah, and 
‘she is his receptionist, Philip has had dlabetes 
Since 1972, but seems to live a good active fe 

Stewart is lust sixteen and ready for his 
driver's license. He isin grade ten at Westwood 
Collegiate, plays hockey, football and basket 
ball, aswell as working part-time at Red River 
Cop 

All the boys have been very active in sports 
especially hockey and football 

While in Eekvile Red was mayor from March 
1868 fo To, In 1983-994 the town sewer system 
‘vas installed, anew five ck purchased and a 
five hall butt, He was back on counel from 1963, 
{9 1807 and was mayor trom 1964 to 198, when 
the water system was installed 

‘He was secretary ofthe Atena Bullding Com. 
mite. Te Arena was. olfelaily opened. on 
‘January 2, 1964, with an ice carnival Mr. J_ ML 
MeDonald ‘eut the ribbon at the opening. The 
friginal ullding, seats. and walting Foor cost 
SSiR00. OF thls amount, 83.00 was Talsed bY 
Sonations from farmers and business men. The 
spreroment rant provided $5.0, winter works 

3¢ village $3500, the Lion's Club $5,000 
and tr ice cativals ahd to roscos together 
faised $500, A fine tribute to @ hard-working 
Community! Fer the opening day we made one 
hhundped thirty pounds of hamburger into patties 
fn ovr iitehen. 

Red played frst base or third base for the 
okville baseball team from 1949 until 955. He 
Was also an avid curler and took in all the loca 
bbonspels. He was on a rink with Tom Forkan, 
Don MeDonald, and Bob Kraft for the Counell 
Play-otfs in Edmonton, 

Twas Kept busy 1ooking after an active, grow 
Ing tamily, but spent some time with the Ladies 
Ald, Ladies Curling Club, Home and School, and 
Boy Scout Parents Group. We fondly remember 
the good times at" tae Lion's. "do's the 
[Bremen's masquerades, the New Year's dances 
land sing songs, the Mgh school graduations and 
ie Eckuile Sportsday parades. 

‘We lived in Calgary’ from 1887 to 1969 then 
moved to Red Deer, where Red was general 
manager of the Co-op there unl 1974. He then 
came. to Winnipeg as Region Manager of 
Manitoba, but ts now back in retall business as 
General Manager of Red River Co-op of Win 
nies. 

"We hope to move back to Alberta upon retire 
ment 10 enjoy visting our family and olde 

















MRS. J. M. MeDONALD (NEE MARGARET 

MeNEIL) ~ by Mrs, Margaret MeDonalé 
‘Quebec was the Birthplace of both my 

parenls, Hugh and Martha MeNell. Twas born at 








Pointe aue Chene, Quebec, in 1882 and was the 
lest of eight ehidren. For 12 years we lived In 
Quebec, haitvay between Montreal and Ottawa 
fh the Quedee side of the Ottawa River. 

In 1801 the farlly of eight children moved to 
Riverside (later named Elbow), Saskatchewan, 
and filed on a homestead. By i912 there were 
Seven children and papa wished for more land 

we set out west to purchase a farm where 
‘was more readily available. We resided in 
icombe for & few months before papa was able 
to buy a sultable location and in January, 1813, 
‘We settled on the NW 22-38-3 W5, 

‘Tvl ry to glve you some idea of the village 
as it'was during the years 1915 to 180, There 
‘Were two rallway lines only one ralle apart 
Eokville was situated on the CN: Rallway and 
Kootuk on the CP. Railay. ‘There was one 
Dullding at Kootu, a box car whieh was the sta 
tion. John Lundberg managed the hotel In 
Eckidlle whieh was more like s oarding and 
rooming house. When John Lundberg sold his 
Business, twas bough! by Harry Low. During 
fie time Harry was the proprietor he married 
Miss Thompson, teacher af the Pexvile Blemen. 
{ary School There was one elevator (Parish and 
Helmbecker). Heimbecker ‘had his ving 
fquarters where the Carritt Hardware 1s now 
Teoated He had an oftee inthe front, There were 
two grocery stores, a garage, livery bara, 
Iumberyard and @ small bank, where the Bank of 
Commerce is at present, I believe there were 
lgat o 10 dwellings. 

Some villagers kept a few livestock. We had a 
bam on a back lot, now owned by Margaret 
Schofer, where we housed a cov, a dozen 
ehlekens, two horses and the oecasioaal pigs ot 
Fabotts. in 1998 my husband bought Ie acres of 
Tand one mile west of Fekville andthe barn Was 
moved to what Is now the Ewart MeDonald farm. 

Tin the early days we provided our ow 
amlisements There were soeial evenings every 
Saturday algi at whien we played whist anded 
community” siaging and. some games. ‘Then 
bridge became a more popular card game, and 
we had to be more setted and serious to pla 
Bridge. When there were no parties in the Rall 
Some couple would have two’ of three table of 
‘cards in thelr home and we would play unt one 
bor two o'clock in tne morning, 

My husband, J.-M MeDenalé, was born at 
Valleyfled, Prince Edward Island, fn 8. Dur 
Ing most ofhis childhood he suffered from bovine 
{ubereulosis. When he was Ib years ol, doctors 
found it necessary to smputate bis leg. whlch 
‘was certainly’ a major operation at that time, 
Between liness and trying o educate himslt he 
became despondent and as ast resort, decided 
(o emigrate west. He travelled to Regina and 
Stayed with a cousin, who was a Mounile there 
The prairies ald not appeal fo him, and, in 1900 
he took the traln to Red Deer. Upon Inguring 
about land, G. 'W. Brown, the Presbyterian 
‘minister, suggested that he might get a 

















homestead inthe Leslieville area. Without delay 
he fled on the SW 3405 WS. While working at 
brushing’ "and such rigors “of homesteading, 
Although severely handicapped, he gained 
ease of health, 

“He had taught school on Prince Edward 
Island, taking hs training at Prince of Wales 
College, $0 he took on teaching duties atthe new: 
ly bullt Campbell School. although hls parents 
‘Were poverty ridden, education was given prior 
ty, ana some of tne family had a college educa. 
Hen. My" husband continued. teaching inthe 
Lesioviie area unil 1814, when he went 10 
Calgary Normal Sehool, a school regulations 
requlrea It Financing a'year at Normal School 
‘vas a Teal problem. Along ‘with buying books, 
paying for Board, he needed new clothes, as the 
fnes te had were threadbare. He bought blue 
Sorge sult for Siz. and even that meant a “large 
hole in his pocket.” He finished Normal School 
sTune, went fo teach at Melita near Benet, and 
‘was tere fr four years. During te flu epldere 
br 1918 he volunteered to drive. the nurse 
fheoughout the district, As no medicine was 
preseribed by doctors, they experimented and 
{ound that “alcohol worked ‘miracles, — par 
Heulaniy an abstainers. They were fortunate in 
not losing a patient. 

"met my husband at Melita when he bought 
sy box ata box social, We were married in Red 
Deer, ‘September 28, 182, by a Presbyterian 
minister, W. G. Brown, io. whom I referred 
tarlier, The West had been so good to him that 
Wwe sere able to afford a very enjoyable two 
months honeymgon in Prince Eavward Island. On 
Becember 1, 1920 we moved into the house, 
civil, which he had previously bult for an of- 
fice, in 1818. The original is. sil standing, 
although enlarged and renovated many times 

He went back to teaching and taught for to 
vars at Benjamin, Mack Bad a faithful pony, 
Frankie, anda culter of buggy, which he 
Grove the Ii miles every weekend fe was then 
Principal at Estonia for two Years, ‘The other 
teacher was Miss Benedicson, a wonderful per 

"For health reasons he finally found it 
necessary to discontinue teaching and, instead, 
Gealt in insurance. He was appointed auditor and 
Justice of the peace in 81% He retained the post 
Hon of audltgr unt schools were conslidated 
land was J.P. for Alberta, a record number of 
Sears which was atleast 50! He was also game 
Warden, and dealt in hay, 100, 50 was busy with 8 
numberof js, 

"Real Estate business was of great interest to 
him. ‘Besides selling land for others he often 
ought land himselt. According fos map, dated 
123, ne outed the £34383 WS, T remember how 
concerned I'was, and wished that he would quit 
Sealing, when he Aad bousht the NW 20-853 WS 
Henry itener, when visiting one da, inquired 
of ded why ne would buy a quarter’ that Was 
fothing but willow rush and swamp, The land 




















as brushed and water was drained into @ creck 
Ute south end of the quarter. Now, tls is con: 
dered a piece of cholee land. Later, he bougit 
‘he SWE W3, which was owned by the CP. 
Ratiway. ‘This was another “deal that was 
Shunned by many and Was considered a poot In 
‘estment, asthe soll Was very rocky. Up to the 
present time huge amounts af valuable gravel 
fave been taken trom this quarter 

in 1995 he bought his first cat, a Gray Dort 
and'we went fo Waterton Lakes, We had a very 
pleasant heliday there with MeGregors, who nad 
previously lived in Eekvllle. Walle Rere, Ken 
NeGregot was employed asa salesman, selling 
parts for machinery ~ such machines as there 
‘ere in those days 

‘On July 24, 1928, there was a terrible 
hualstorm that layed havoc with graln crops in 
ine ates, During the same storm lightning struck 
{large stack of uy’ hat Wwe had just pllea on the 
Aw'E39-3 Ws, This fre meant a considerable 
oss tous, as, for vartous Feasons, we were in & 
financial bind atthe time 

‘August 3, 828, proved io be a disastrous day 
for the village of Eekvile, as ace began where 
‘he drugstore 1s nov located and completely 
‘Sept down the eat side of the street. Mr. Von 
Hoitum had gas and olf station located there 
find it was thought that llghtaing struck the 
bullaing. Richard Clausen, the first to notice the 
fe, sounded the alarm, about two a.m. By the 
tray, ammberof you likely recall he antiquated 
fire alarm that was in the form of a large pole 
‘rth a metal cise atthe top, which gong, when 
ruck by a huge metal spike that was attached 
{ova Tope, made 4 loud tolse that carried con 
derable distance. Residents soon arose, Dut a 
packet brigade” was ineffective i controling 
tne blaze. A Chinese, “Happy” had just started 
ft restaurant onthe east side of the stret 
olunteers helped him move tls equipment 10 
fatty. 1 clearly recall “Happy's” excited, fren 
ed slate and tht he was completely incapable 
ftasssting in the moving of the dishes, cooking 
Sensis, counters. Dad Rad bult a garage on the 
ie of our barn and the restaurant equipment 
wras ‘stored there temporarily. My husband 
ought the hall that Is presently the jewellery 
Store in Eekville and in & short time earpenters 
fad made alterations to tne ullding so that it 
twas ready’ fo be used a5 a cafe. "Happy 
Certainly pleased with his new location, and 
Uperated the eate there for @ number of years 

Threive o'clock noon was a time for activity 
and excitement and Was looked forward to by 
many, a8 this was the time when the train 
Stopped in the village on its way to and fom 
Nonlegg. ‘The crew and passengers got thelr 
Ieals at the Motel, But, as tt Nad also Deen 
‘estroved by the fire, the ereW boarded af our 
place. At the same ime there were hall ad 
{stos nthe area who got board and room with 
ts Although this meant lot of work, it was em 
Jojable cooking for the tralamen and hail ad 
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Justors, as they were jolly and bad fun jktng 
‘ittene anoti 

“hs sald “Life I for ving”. We must have 
been inagreement with ths adage as daring the 
arly Sostre had a cottage at Silvan Lake. We 
Spent considera time vacationing there wi 
‘my and fiends, 

‘on came the depression, which affected a 
ood deal ofthe word, partedlary the rates, 
‘rea’ suster, in ths part of Aberta, as we got 
{enough molatare fo have fair crops. th the Sear 
‘forthe district donated carta of vegetables 
{o Saskatchewan, as there was aterrole crought, 
in that province. That was the fst year we 
‘tempted farming, and we had an acre garden 
‘est af town that produced well tus we bad an 
Ubundance of vegetables fo give away to tose 
ies own. ? 

Tn 031 Mack was appointed administrator for 
the Debt Adjustment Act by the federal govern 
heat: Theact wana scheme inedced whereby 
{armers had their debs ede A thls project, 
Covered a large area, Mack required a 
Sccretary. One ofthese wis Myla (nee Hoglond) 
Sind the oiher was Ada Doupe of led Deer, She 
‘married Moriey Obee, who was then employed 
by te creamery. They now reside in Cranbrook, 
Be 














‘We managed to convince our two eldest sons 
that farming was a good Ife fo pursue. By hel 
Ing them with management and finances, Mack 
igo them fo continue hs love of animals and the 
Find. He also showed his Interest In agrieulture 
by assisting with school falrs, all cubs, and 








Save the Soll Program, at which time he worked 


‘with Peter Yacootnin, 

One of the highllghis of his life was the tonor 
ot cutting the ribbon for the opening of the arena 
{in Ekle in January, 1966, as he was very 
Sports-minded, 

‘We had five children — Phys (Andrew), 
Donald “and Ewart of Eckville; Margaret 
Ferguson of Red Deer and our youngest son, 
Nell and his wit, Darlene, and. ehldren, Dean 
and Dann, lve i Lethbridge. Nell works or the 
Federal Department of Agriculture, as & her 
tiealturlst, 

‘Looking over my husband's dlary for 1982 1 
ead the following: “1 had many worries during 
‘ny Tong life and my present most pressing one it 
Which T am unable fo get my friends to share is 
“Inflation""" What would he sy’ of today! 

For many years I enjoyed being a member of 
the Presoyterian Ladies Ala The Year 1971 was 8 
memorable one for me, as {was honored by the 
{own for having been a continuows resident for 
50 years. T was also given plague by the 
Eolville Presbyterian Chureh,indlesting that 
had been a member for hall century 

Our: years spent in Eekville were very en 
Joyable and satisfying ones, no doubt because we 
‘met so many Interesting, congenial folks. 1am 
presenti lving In Eckville's lovely Manor 
House, a home for Senior Cilzens. 








DONALD A. McDONALD AND FAMILY — by 
Don McDonald 

Donald MeDonald was born in Eekvile on 
April 25,1925 he eldest son of Mr, and Ms. 
ME MeDonaid. He attended Rekvllie Schoo! for 

ine ears then was at Olds Agricultural Colege 
for two years. He graduated from there In 1842 
Polowing this, he farmed with hs father and 
brother Ewart until 194, 1851 he bought the 
NE23 from John Lundberg and was already far 
‘ig the NW2, 08 his faer owned tis land 

‘Donald moved into the John Lundberg house 
Jn the spring of 1955 and he "atehed™ on the 
form for a few years, 

He Is very Interested In sports, and was a 
een competitor. He enjayed hockey and played 
for the Olds Elks from 1948 to 1952 He spent the 
‘winter of 1952-1958 ia Scotland, piaying for the 
Falk Lions. He returned fo Caneda and played 
for Olds again from 19531954. Hls last Year in the 
Central Alberta Hockey League he played fr the 
Rea Deer Shamrocks, He was awarded. the 
Mackenzie Trophy for being the highest scorer 
In the League In 11:1082. Age and his health 
have forced him to hang up hs blades, but he has 
heen a coach in the Hexvile: Minor. Hockey 
League, and also with the Rocky Rams in Rocky 
Mountain House, 

During the summers of 197 0 1985, although 
busy With the farm, Donald managed "0 play 
quite @ lot of batebal for Eekvile. 

Donald ‘has also been a member of the 
ekville Curing Club for many years: In 1996 8 

















ink comprised of Tom Forhaa, Red McAndrew, 
Don ieDonaia and Robert Keatt represented 
thelr zane inthe Lsrlar Playdovins in Edmonton 

He now enjoys playing. bridge, and is 
member of the Rea Beer Bridge ib, 

1858 Donald met and married Hilary Voes, 
an FLN, from the United Kingdom. They have 
{io ehlidren. Mary was born in 1959 and Nell 
John was bora in 1966121965 they ought the NE 
quarter from Mrs. MeColman, ‘They have @ 
‘mixed farm, with hogs, beet caile and grain 

Hilary Frances Mebonalé was born on May 
29, 1994 in Chandlers Fora, ‘England. She 
{evolved all ner education in tat country before 
Immigrating to Canada in 1957, coming frst to 
Toronta then moving on west o Gekville. She has 
worked as an LN. before and since her 
marriage 

‘Asta, slight person who had never ved on 
a farm, she soon built up her muscles helping 
‘ath the Taro work. Her main interests fn het 
{pare time are her singing and her ehureh work, 
She was a C.G.LT. leader in the Eekvile 
Presbyterian Chureh trom 1968 to 183, Se is 
‘member ofthe church enol and aso of a cholrin 
Red’ Deer, ealled the Waska Shes. Born sith 2 
vivid imagination and a sense of fun, she has 
played, produced and ‘helped with many 
Rumor skits and plays 

Mary Lols MfeDonald was born on August 15, 
ass8 in Eckville. She has attended Eekvile 
School, graduating with her high sehoo! diploma 
In Is77, She has been active in ehureh and com: 
unity groups, including the Gilby 4H Club, 
CGI, “tnd'a¢ a'Sunday School texeher. AS & 
Student, she studied the piano, obtaining her 
‘Grade Vt ana'Theory 1 diplomas 

‘Nell John MeDovald was born on May 19, 
1966. Hes an active boy and is attending the 
Eckvlle Elementary School. He Is also a 44 
‘member, minor hockey player, attends Sunday 
School ahd is learning te play the plano. 

‘One story that should not go unrecorded is the 
story ofthe bizard on January 1,198. A fara 
inner was planned atthe Rov Andrew farm a 























fevervone seltied down to 
play cards or visit.'The Andrew residence is 8 
Farge, sll constructed home sheltered by trees 
From time to time, someone would glance out a 
‘window and remark that 1 seemed To be Diving 
22 bit. but no one Was really Interested fn the 
‘weather It Was nee and warm inside 
Following a lunch early in the evening, 
familes started gathering up thelr respective 
youngsters to. depart for home, ‘The Laurence 
FFergtsons with four small etlgren under seven 
Years of age were the first ones ready to leave. 
‘The blizzard was at its height, and there were 
Some bed drifts in the driveway. The cat was 
Stuck before they’ went very far, but they were 
Confident that with a bit of help they would be 
fine once they got onto the road. Roy Andre‘ 
Who had a fne'line of machinery Under cover, 





started up the tractor and pulled the car to the 
Highway. ‘They mere then on thelr Way, and the 
‘en retired to the house fo get warm. Someone 
‘marked tn a casual way that It seemed to be 
‘rfing quite a at 

"The olter members ofthe party made ready 
to leave, Mr. J. MM, MeDonala was. in is 
wheelchair and would have to be carried out f0 
the car, Tals took a ite time, and some were 
beeing fo wonder if they should start out at 
All But then, the Fergusons ha left, 3 the road 
hist be all fight, Since Mr. MeDonaia Se was in 
{he car by this ime, it was agreed all should 
leave together in eate they ran ino some trou 
he 

Roy was fust geting ready to pall the 
down the driveway and Phyllis, nls wite, was 
bury bringing blankets in ease they were needed 
tribe trip, when a gure appeared, staggering 
tp the road Itwas Laurence, who loakea ike he 
Had had a brush with death, He had got oly 
bout hatf a mile down the oad andthe car Was 
hopelessly stuck. He had hed fo retrace nis stops 
Ii the storm. Being a city slicker, ne didnt 
fave hs long jobs slong, an almost perished in 
fhe walk back to the house 

“This changed the situation drastically. Quick 
Jy the tractor and all availabe men let the farm 
and went to the stranded vehicle. Fortunately, 
Aiiwas well with those let Inthe car, and he cat 
was towed back ta the farm. Everyone then 
prepared ta stay the night and walt for the 
‘feather to moderate. What could well Rave been 
1 iragie and senseless ineldent In the MeDonald 
History turned out 19 become the longest. and 
bestiemembered New Year's. dinner of & 
ltetime. 








EWART McDONALD FAMILY — by Vivian 
‘MeDonatd 

"Third child, second son of John and Margaret 
MeDonals, born Jul 1,199, Inthe family ome 
Incl He attended sehool in Eckl lea 
Ing betore completing his Grade 12 ~ the farm 
Ghote beckoned more Toudly tan the stot 

His earliest recollections af Eckvile were go 
ing to school with lot of “Finnish” children, 
ome had to leara English. at school. Thelr 
{ntere could spesk Engin but tne od moter, 
only afew Words 

‘Winter carnivals were a big event for young 
people. The Finnish eine group dominated the 
eng’ events, Ewart remembers the fancy 
toques they wore and the sing equipment 
Some ofthe contestants coulant speak English 
forthe cheering. and shouts of encouragement 
‘were like {ouch of the Olympics! 

‘Tne Finnish were communlty-ralnded people 
having thelr own drama clu and athlete group, 
that practised In the hall adjacent to our home. 
He remembers Mr, Jokinen as barking the com, 
Inands as they were doing tumbling acts and 
building pyramids tothe eelling. Thelr saunas 


Were a popular thing on Saturday nights and 
Thole fist Hutury. Most of the Finnish people 
Were succestfil farmers and influential people 
Inthe communi 

Where a he get his “kicks”? Trying to tease 
the local Chinaman in the restaurant, skating on 
the rivers, playing marbles, walking to Shorty 
Westphar’s fo gamble on his punctboard and 
Tiling his sadgehorse to Grandpa and Grandma 
‘MeNeils’on the weekends — and be important 
for a couple of days. Ih winter be enjoyed 
fobogganing down Forkan's hil and in summer 
‘Swimming inthe Horseguard and. Medicine 
jtivers. They would go upstream in the Spring, 
Dulld a raft and oat it down when the le was go 
1g out 

How was he punished for geting Int trouble? 
‘Barred fram seeing the show that was shown in 
the hall every two weeks, Occasionally, nthe 
Winter, on a Saturday, he was made to goto the 
Medicine and bring home a sack of fish 
Sometimes this didnot take too long, he now 
‘wonders were the fish have gone. He fbinks ne 
‘cam remember the Inst Pow-Wow held In thls 
trea by the Indians (whleh fs now part of our 
lana). He. and. two ther boys (Golainch's) 
‘walked wes! from town an the tack and watehed 
the proceedings one afternoon and when spotted 
‘by the Indians they immediately ran ll the way 
back to Bekville, Tals certainly made an impres 
Son and probably broke a speed record for their 

‘Later in if, (his father had bought and sold 
land for Hudson Bay) his father purchased a 


fauarter and put deposits on two otters. His dea 
{ovget something to get bls sons out of the 
“hdetropais"! 

‘This 114 acres west of town (N 17.393.W5) 


‘became the home place, belng a ten minute run 
ffom town, This i where we are now living with 
bother adjoining land being acquired 

"We have been in mixed farming, 20 years sell 
Ing hatching eggs, registered grain growing, 








airying supplied milk for Eckvitle for 14 
Years}. Our next venture was the most exciting 
Falsing Maine Anjou cattle. However, we aso 
faking i much easter nov keeping a fer cattle 
and raising grain. 

Recalling the changes, ne is sure the oll and 
gas discoveries were the most impressive. Very 
few have mineral rights andthe area hasn't been 
Fecogmized as much as olfer areas, ‘There are 
four g3s plants In the area and none have been 
named with “Eckvilie” In thelr Toeations 

‘In 1950, Ewart found time to “run-off” and get 
‘martied to Gertrude Hagerman of Sylvan Lake, 
Wwio had taught at Shady Lane School where he 
Inet her. Raising three children and parttime 
Home Beonomles teaching for id years has Kept 
Gertie's life busy. 

Bernadette Was born in 1951, She is now 
‘married to Franke Wyayhosit and lves south of 
{oven with thelr thee children 

‘Adair borm in'1953 1s apprenticing as a 
plumber in Rea Deer. He mattled Susan Pater 
from Prince Eaward Island 

‘Vivian, 2 years ol, Is hoping to complete her 
fourth year at University of Alberta, Bachelor of 
Education program with Home Beonomes 


McDONELL, DOUGLAS AND MORA — by 
‘Mora MeDonell 

Douglas MeDonel! was born in Medicine Hat, 
Alberta in 380%, tho third son of Mr. and Sirs 
Walter, MeDonell of Okotoks, Alberta, He 
married Mora Hopkins, daughier of Mr, and 
‘Mis, John Hopkins, in Brookes in July, 1924 "They 
led on farm near Gem alberta, before moe 
{ng tothe Gilby district In November, 1995, along 
with Mora’s parents 

The livestock, machinery, and other 
possessions of the tivo famille were Ioaded nis 
{our box cars and were shipped to Hekvile, T 
(Mora), my’ mother and may daughter, Mari 
spent some time at Didsbury, visitng Mother's 
sister. We planned to give the men time to geo 
the farm with the possessions which had been 
shipped by rail. However, he box cars were side 
tracked, for some reason, and there were other 
‘elays, withthe result that they got to Ekvile 
only one day before Mother, Marie andl arrived, 
Oniy the livestock had been taken to the farm, 
‘After our arrival, Father, Doug, aod each, 
{rove a team and wagon, hauling ether things fo 
the farm, ‘The roads were very ley, and after 
reaching ihe place where Onofrvszya now live, T 
became frightened at the road conditions and 
Fotused to drive my team any further, The teat 
Was then tied benin the grain tank which Doug's 
{our-orse team vas pulling, and I rode on the 
srain tank whien Doug's Your-horse team was 
Pulling, and I rode on the grain tank with Nim, 
‘After time we reached a steep, ley hil with & 
harrow bridge acrost a stream ‘at the bottom, 
‘The road was soley that the wagons Would sway 
‘rom side o side, and one ofthe whee! horses fell 











on the ice, The other three horses continued on 
down the hil the best they could, and we got 
across the narrow bridge (hich T thought wed 
never be able to do!) 

Mother, Dad and Marie were on the otter 
wagon, and they made the trp with no mishaps 
Such was our introduetion to Eekvile! 

‘We lhad started out from Bekvile right after 
inner, and aian’t get to the farm untill eight 
lock at night. The fest Job was fo set up the 
heating stove, by the light of @ smoky’ cost fl 
lantern. T mate a ‘pot of coffee on the heating 
stove — ihe best cup of coffee Fd ever drank! T 
ought maybe ItT could make such good coffee 
(orth this'water) in this county, if might be 
worthwhile coming up here — Bit T've never 
‘made another cup of coffee that tasted 30 good! 

‘Doug, Marie and I llved on the farm at Gilby 
nti April, 1827, when we moved othe NW 21-3 
LMS, which we had secured near Eckvile: We 
lived on this farm for 30 years 

Doug and Thad two chldzen, both of whom 
received thelr education in the Eekville schools, 
Marie was born in Mareh, 1999 at ‘Bassano, 
Alberta. After belng emplojed in Calgary for 
Some time, she Joined the Armed Forees therein 
A847 and Wwas sent to Vancouver, where she 
served some time In the army before returning 
{o Calgary. She met and married Mare Ferland 
and they moved to Montreal to live uatl 195, 
then moved to Caltforia, ‘Their free children 
Were Phyllis, Fyn (deceased) and fay. Marie 
Was ater married to O-D. Smith, and tey ive tin 
California. Phys lives in Texas and Has two 
children, Ray Is in California, andi attending 
universiy in'San Diogo. 

‘ur son Bll was born at Gilby in 1997. He ts 
‘married fo Hazel Walt. They live on afarin neat 
Eckville and they nave four children, Lawrence 
's married and lives at Rocky Mountain House, 
He has one daughter. Brian is married and lives, 
{n Calgary. Clarence and Marilyn are at home 
Mariya is attending the Eekvile High Schoei 
and Clarence is aftending the Agricultural 
College at Olds. 

‘In 895 Ruth Dysland (now Ruth Dobbs) andt 
started berry-picking together, and have con 
tinued this practise up to the present time <'s 
Period of more than Bi years! We have enjoyed 
any fishing trips together 

‘Weather always makes a good tope for eover. 
gation, but 1851 was the year ofthe BIG STORM 
Tals occured In March. For awhile, the only way 
one could get fo town, of any other place, was 
walk ontop of the big drifts. twas weeks before 
‘we could get out witha vehicle 

‘Tals Mareh day had boen a beautiful day, and 
the storm came up suddenly a we were coining 
home from town. By suppertime snow was com: 
‘ng down very hard, and continued falling stead 
|W for two or three days, We had ordered baby 
chicks, but the phone lines were out so we could 
ho! phone to have the order delayed. We aia get 
‘o town with Curls Bromiing and phoned fem 














there to ask that the chickens not be sent. The 
borses were white with lather bythe time we got 
to Eetvlle, They broke tarough the snow from 
time to Ume, and floundered around, trying (0 
fet out ofthe drifts and keep going. The weather 
Mins not extremely cold, but there was fts of 
‘nnd when plea the snow up high enough so that 
Eile ne coal extend is arms let St 
fan touen the telephone lines jst east of our 
house, Finally snow plows came from the west, 
fo we could get to town by frst going west. 
However, the holes got so bad that everybod) 
‘was getting stuck. Neighbors got together, us 
Ing tiers, shovels, pleks and axes, and opened 
Up he road so that we could reach Eekvilie By 
ing east, The men had to cut through @ huge 
re that was tll blocking the road in Apr 
In 1857 Doug and { moved to the SW 2.383 
WS, near Bexvile, Doug passed away in May, 
19%, Teontiaue to ive in my home on thls place 


MeDONELL, BILL AND HAZEL 
ll Wiliam Douglas) MeDonell, was born 

tn January, 192, the oly son of Doug and Mera 

McDonell i attended the Eekulle schoa. 

Rihe age of 18 years, Fred Molander (also 13 
years old) and 1 hauled bundles at threshing 
lime, We worked as one man, but ate like wo 
men, In 184 I took a rie! holiday from school to 
ep Jim Smith haul gravel forthe cement work 
fn he focal hospital, then being bull This was 
filed with a team and wagon, loading with a 
Scoop shovel. Heavy work? John Maki and Curis 
Broming were also hauling gravel 

‘iter finishing school I Worked during 1845 to 
18 a a cabinet maker ‘for BI Mctniyre, T 
bought the SE 30.3 WS from Armstrong in 1958 
nd: slarted farming, using” dad's machinery 
Winters were spent working in bush camps west 
ot Rocky Mountala House. 

I narried Hazel Doreen Wulf of Aihambra in 
1954."Hazel was employed In the Eekville 
Hospital As I'had no hoUse at that time, we 

















rented one from Cletis Bromling for S15 per 
month. ‘Three months later we moved to the 
Foran place, which my father and T rented, 
Later we lived on the John Maid farm unt our 
house was ready. We were blessed with three 
ons and one daughter 

Ttawrence (1855) married Colleen Pellar in 
sig. They have one daughter, -Angelln 
Clarence (a5?) is attending Olds Agricultural 
College and farms with hls dad. Brian (1958) 
fharried Debra MeDonald in 1977. He has one 
‘augher, Sandra Lynn. He is apprentcing as a 
Dalnter In Calgary. Maryn (186) Fs tang het 
Grade 11 Bekvile in 197 1873. 

Hoel and I have been deeply Involved with 
the 4 Blot Club, of which | am presently Assis 
{ant Leader. Hazel joined 
‘Ald in 1956 and has been an active 
fhat lime, She Is also.an active member of the 
Eckville Handicraft Gulla 

Since buying our first quarter of land we have 
added three more quarters, In10@ we purchased 
the NE 2504. W5 from Al Greenman, tn 968 we 
purchased the NW 200-25 and the SW 21-25 
W5 trom my dad, The 6M Ranch Is the namie we 
nave chosen for our far 


McEAUL, JAMES 

‘Mr. and Mrs, James McFaul came trom 
‘Michigan, U.S.A, to Red Deer, N.W-T. in 150, 
‘with thelr three children Blanche ihe eldest, 
Russell and Mauale, 

“Jamies worked as bricklayer and carpenter. 
Cone ofthe houses he helped fo bulld sll stands, 
{is the home of Airs. Dr, Parsons, Stand was 
formerly owned by the Goard family, Blanche's 
future inlaws, Blanche was working isthe post 
biice, Russell and Maudie went to school for a 
Short ime, ne worked parttime for the C-P.R. as 
‘car checker until he took a homestead west of 
Red. Deer In 1802, Maudie worked. for- Bell 
‘Telephone. Iwas also 1902 when James and a 
‘MeEaul moved To thelr homestead which was 
































located near the Horseguard River onthe NE18- 
8-405 just west of the present town of Eckvile, 
Maudie weat on this venture with her parents; 
Blanche stayed in Red Deer and was married at 
{later date. She and her husband took the SW 20. 
SWS (separate story) to be near her parents, 
However, Mrs. MeFaus health began to fall 
she was advised to move toa warmer climate 
4 move was made fo Vancouver, Maule going 
‘long. Walle in Vancouver another son was ors 
to James and Ella: they named him Howard, 

Tn the early 1800's, Mr. and Ms. McF aul 
came back 0 vist thelt son, They lived for 
Awhile at Prairie Ranch (Russell's homestead) 
White’ here, Howard started. schoo! at Shady 
Lane. In the meantime, Russell and his father 
James were building ¢ nome and blacksmith 
shop In Condor where James would live. and 
faperate the shop. They ony lived there a few 
‘ears, Howard had been going to Prairie Rose 
‘hoo, this was a Tong wal tothe origina love 
tion south of Lester 

(Once again the urge came to move. They sold 
fut to Guy Mls and went back to Vancouver and 
later tothe Island where they passed away in the 
late! 00's, They are busied at Coombes: Bi 

‘Their son Howard and wite Kay live at West 
minster, California, 











McFAUL, RUSSELL 

Russell McFaul came to Red Deer, NWT 
with hs parents’ and two sisters tn ic} trom 
Michigan, U'S.A. He went to school in Red Deer. 
fora shor time before working forthe C-P.R as 
2 car checker. 

In 182, Russel took a homestead located one 
tlle south of what ls now known as Withrow. He 
hamed it Prairie Ranch, He hd to goto Red 
Deer every to weeks for the mall and groceries 
for himeet and ether homestead, He often 
spoke of having to open I? gates each Way on 
about 40 miles ot tral 

‘One of the great pleasures Russell spoke of, 
was to have ars. Bil Anderson make bread fo 
him, as she did for several other bachelors in the 
area. Tas the best In he west, he always sald 

‘In 1905, Macdonnell Brothers opened a store, 
‘They named it Pitas: for many years he go is 
‘mail and supplies there. He said. you ‘could 
purchase anything from’ a horse. collar and 
Fammess to a pin inthis store, When the ralway 
came through, the Macdonnell store way 
Felocated and’ the post office was named 
espero 

‘Russell worked for nearby homesteaders and 
{or Pat Buras in British Columbia, Watle there, 
he was visiting at a ranch where he met his 
{ure wite Rosle ones. She had come from Dont 
caster, England, fo work for frends of her Welsh 
patents. ‘They thought the climate. would be 
‘beneciat to her Real, as she ad sutfered with 
asthma since childhood. 1 was love at ist sight 
{and several months Tater they were married 
Milner, Bridsh Columbia and left shortly after 

















{or “Prairie Ranch”. This proved to be quite a 
change for Rosle, as she Was used fo Raving 
nearby ranchers" wives and children for com 
pany. Neighbors were few near “Prairie 
Ranch”. However, she loved to ride horses and 
‘Was able to get around. She made friends easily, 
{heir ome, not much fo look a outside, was very 
cozy Inside and was the gathering place for the 
bachelors 

Rosle joved to cook and her specialty was 
‘ream ple, enjoyed by many, inetudhng he? fart 

When Fred and Keltha Bott settled on the 
quarter west, Rosie was delighted, as she had 
Someone to have a cup of tea with, and often 
spoke of the fresh bread and homne made butter 
they had with thelr tea 

Thosle was the frst president of the WL. in 
(Condor, which was organized Apel 21 192. She 
‘wrote @ paper on Canadiaaization and National 
events. Tis had high praise from other te 
Stites in Alberta and in Bastern Canada. Three 
children were born to Russell and Roste While 
living onthe homestead, ‘Hazel, Gwen” and 
Ronald 

Hazel and Gwen went to school at Shady 
Lane, Walking was the only way to get there 
rain or she. There wasn’t even a horse to ride 

‘The McFauls had'a lot of hard lek wate lv 
Ing on the homestead, crop fallures and always 
Jesing a good mile cow or other animals, Russell 
finally had enough of working bard and in the 
fend having nothing fo show for hs efforts. Fred 
fand Keitha Bott bought the places it fs now the 

















tome of thelr youngest son Max. We understand 
they stl eal the place "Prairie Ranch 

"fhe MeFaul family moved to theit Hudson 
Bay quarter which joined the Jack Albert place 
‘on the east The girs went fo school at Prairie 
flose, which nad been relocated i Condor fram 
former sett south of Leslieville 

Bad ine seemed to folow the family. Russel 
decided he would goto Red Deer and fina work, 
‘There was a considerable amount of bullalng go 
Ing on, and he gota Job as a carpenter, He con 
ted inthis Ue of werk unl e retired 

in 888, the MeFauls hada se In Hespero for 
‘os and ends that were sold on the farm. Most of 
the eattle was bought by a new-comer to the ds 
tet. Tas aid not seem tobe a problem, now, to 
‘ove the personal belongings tg ed Deer where 
sell nad the good luck of buying a Tour 
bedroom house for $280, This house Was PUt up 
for-sale by the clty of Red Deer for taxes. The 
tables seemed to turn trom that point. The gis 
Marted fo sehoal, Russell's work was plentiful, 
Rosie was a police matron for the ey, handing 
female cases. She held thls position until ner 
‘eath in 83), Many of the prisoners inthe early 
(days were cared for inher own home. They came 
from all walks of life, colour and creed. She 
fared for many abandoned childrea, some of 
‘vile she found Homes for In the disteet 

‘Several prisoners wrote to her wlle serving 
thelr sentences, some even vislied her after 
thei release A fe had changed thets ways and 
had become usefl citzens, osle used fo recall 
howead ftmade her when she had o accompany 
imental patients to Institutions. Some of these 
{Gris and women she had known all thelr Ives. 
She was always accompanied by a male police 
titiceron these trips, elther by wala or car. The 
MeFaul home was always open to those who 
eeded a bed of & meal. 

‘After Rosie's death, Russell's oldest sister 
Blanche kept house for him for two Years. When 
‘Russell deeded to retire, he soldhis home In Red 
Beer and bought s home at Parksville, Van 
fnuver Island. Once again Blanche Kept house 
for him unfit le death In 1sT4 He was 2 le 
member of the Red Deer Old ‘imers Associa 
tion, Both Rosie and Russell are buried in the 
Red Deer cemetery 

“The eldest daughter, Hazel May, married 
Matt Kalaputas, former ofthe Benao district. 
‘They have two children — John Richard living 
Fed Decr and Shella Dawn married to Harvey 
Wylie formerly of tke Benaltodstlet. They have 
two girls, Becky Dawn and Stacy Lynn, 

‘Gwen’ (Olive Gwendolyn). served. in. the 
CWA, during the second world war as a 
Sergeant, stationed in England. After the war 
fhe married Dale Brimble. ‘They have one 

aghter, Beverley, RAN. Gwen passed away In 
Wenatchee, Washington, 1076, ater. lengthy 
Hines She ts buried tn ihe veterans’ sectfon in 
Nelson Memorial Park, Nelson, B.C. where Dale 
find se had lived for many years 














Ronald Mervin served tn the Navy during 
‘World War Il He married Phylls Just: they have 
{three gis. Merle married Gordon Gauthier of 
Calgary: Gloria married Lawrence Murphy of 
Diamond Valley; Chym at home in Edmonton. 


{BRE DIAKELY MeNEML FANELY — by Dora 

"Wed. Blakely MeNel! was born May 29,1879 at 
Bristol Mines, Quebec. He was one 6 
He came west in M07 and worked in mines In 
British Columbia and the Yukon. He was also 
femploved for some time-on the railroad belng 
pit in trom Skagway, Alaska’ fo. Whitehorse, 

“Tn 180, after working on the Cochrane Ranch 
fm Southern Alberta, be Headed out to find a 
Homestead, whlch he did, Inthe Esther, Alberta 
laren, He bulll and lived In a small sod shack 
Blake, being the first seller there, remembers 
Sighting a wagon appearing aeross the prairies, 
He ran a me fo wave them in so he could have 
Someone fo alk to He obtained some horses and 
then continued raising horses, He broke and sold 
ome of these horses; at well as using them !0 
break hie lana 

"Blake but house and in 1917 married Mrs. 
Cristina Micheal Gagne. Christina was born 
November 14, 1886 at Bancroft, Ontario. She 
fame from Kindersley, Saskatenewan To Lover. 
ha, Saskatchewan after the death of her frst tus 
band and daughter. She arrived in Loverna In 
1515 and worked Inthe general sore. There were 
five children bora to Blake and Christina. One 
aughter died at birt and one soa, Franklin, 
died of diphtheria tn 1825 af the age of three 
‘Years. They raised a'son Alfred (Bud), and {0 
idaugaters, Dora and Feraa, 

‘ME. MeNell- was an Alberta Wheat Pool 
member and had the privilege of hauling the frst 
train o the elevator'in Esther, Alberta. He Was 
{iso school trustee {or many years. Grain 
Feturns were Very god, and with the sale of 
horses, he prospered until the drought hit the 
prairies, 

Th 182 Blake and hs brother-in-law, Charlie 
esis, @ blacksmith, at Loverna, ‘Saskatehe 











‘wan, went In search of land. They located a 
‘quarter, NW 1938815, of timbered land west of 
‘Bekele. Inthe spring of 1888 soon after the crop 
Was seeded, a caravan of elght wagons loaded 
With ‘Tuber om granavies which they tore 
{oven household goods, tools, spare wagon and 
harness parts, as well as supplles were inaded, 
‘They headed for the new home, Mf. and Mrs, 
Lewis, their fvo ‘small daughters, Hazel and 
ida, an elder daughter, An aad friend, Wilma 
English acted as cooks. They also id the laun 
fry for all the men. Henry Beneeke, who had 
‘arrived from Germany In 1927 and made is 
Home with the MeNells, was In change of the 
Caravan, Many hardships Were endured as roads 
Were ferrible and in places 10 horses had to be 
Used {o pull each of the elght wagons through 
‘Wet, boggy stretches. Many repalrs to Wagons 
‘and’ harnesses had to be made. Extra horses 
Wore taken along. as well at a cow for milk 
When they ‘finaliy" arrived at the selected 
(quarter, a building ste was cleared, and corrals 
built ‘torte animals. A house was built by 
Febullding the granaries, back to back, and 
building them higher for bedrooms upstairs 
‘There were sheds bull of poles with straw roots 
to accommodate the animals that were to come 
ater by all. A well also was dug. 

Mr. MeNell ook hs crop off at Esther. Henry 
had returned to accompany the remaining loads 
fo Bekville. There were eight boxcars loaded 
with machinery, Afr. Lewis" equipment, the re 
‘aining nousenstd goods, eatte, pig, chickens, 
Sand horses. Henry aad to feed and water the 
‘Ealmals on the tran tp 

‘tr. and rs, MeNel thelr three children and 
nce, aivret Levis let the farm in an old Ford 
far complete with canvas snap-on curtains and 
lea type windows. They cartied their own food 
land spare parts Tor the car. Bundled up In helt 
Blankets, they finally arrived in Eekvifle on Oc 
tober 8, 058, Henry had arrived withthe train 
Toads. Everything had been transferred to the 
farm, including the MeNed children's Pinto 
omy. whieh they Were delighted to see agaln, 

Tite started anew for everyone, The Lewis 
family and Joe Brando, who had driven a wagon, 
fon tae caravan, lived i one-half of fhe house and 
the MeNells ad Henry lived In the other ha 
Money was very. scarce, of course, Joe and 
Henry nad hauled bundles around eke that 
fall and had taken vegetables ofall kinds, hay, 
slraw and grain as the largest part of thelt 
Wages This along with money recelvea from the 
Sal of wood walcn was cut sawed and hauled to 
Eckville, sustained the to famille. 

Twas still a happy time, evenings were spent 
with group singing, whieh Henry accompanied 
‘on his accordion. People dropped in for card 
{ames and house parties for the Young and old 
Sllke. The MeNell lldren and lazel Lewis went 
three and a half miles fo school in Bekvlle, Ann 
and Myrel Lewis acquired work in Fell, Iva, 
{he eldest Lewis gr had remained in Loverna t3 








ork In the post otic. She visited in Ekle the 
Following year for Christmas, and came to stay 
In uly, Saas 

‘Thai winter Mr. MeNell heard ofa farm for 
sale in the Evergreen dstret. This was the NW 
22-57-44, owned by Mr. Ropus, It had a house 
and buildings and some land broken, There w 
also another quarter of land that could be used 
for nay and pasture. Blake had a lot of horses 
fand'a hard of cate Tals land was purchased 
with help from Pall Laybourne. Me. MeNel, 
Henry’ and Joe put the crop in that spring. Th 
machinery and the animals except six milk cows 
Were moved. Tals was an Ime trip, Ax soon 
Setool was out Ms. MfeNell, the children, the re 
‘maining household items andthe milk cows were 
‘moved: That fall the three-children started to 
Gaetz ‘school with ‘Miss Dorothy Collier as 
teacher. They fode ihree and a half miles on 
Horseback to schoo 

"The Lewis family remained at Eckville 

Blake cleared more land in the spring and 
summer, along with his farming, and worked in 
the lumber mils in the winter” Bud joined in 
{arming as soon as he finished his schooling. By 
{his time Heary and Joe had acquired land af 
thelr own. Heary stil lived with the MeNells 

ile he ult @ house on hls own land, He 
Tarried Annie Lipks and they moved into their 
wn house 

Mrs. McNell and the girls did chores in the 
winter. Many cows, sometimes as many as 1 
‘ere uke by tan nd ne cream was sla ot 
8 cents fo SL25 fora five gallon can. Tas, along 
with seling eggs and turkeys, supplied the fami 
Iy with all the necessary tings. One summer the 
‘house was struck by lightning and selon five, Out 
Ityvas toon put ou bya bucket brigade Te farm, 
‘was finaly‘cleared and pald for, but by this time 
Blake's health had started to fll 

Dora married Jim Crile in December, 1942 
and Bud married Caurine ‘Vanhorne (n 
November, 1sil. Fema married Ed Palkot fn 
November, 1947 

Bud and Laurine took over the farm in 196 
and Mr. and Mes. MeNell took employment a 
ook and earetaker at Lumber mills inthe Rocky 
Mountain House-Horburg area. They purchased 
2 quarter cf land in the Evergreen disfiet in 188 
nd bullt ahome there, They also worked as cook 
‘and caretaker on the David Thompson Highway 
‘When It was first started. They then retired t0 
thelr new home. Bud farmed thelt land untl he 
Sold out and went asa heavy duty mechante with 
the army in Whitehorse, Yukon. ‘Their son in 
lave, Bd, farmed It for several years after that 
They sold this place in 1885 and moved fo. 
Smaller Rouse in Ferna's yard at Install. Ea 
and Perna had sold thelr farm at Stautfer and 
Bought another farm west of Tnnisfall. The 
‘MeNelis made’ several trips to Wnltenorse to 
visit ‘thet? fares there. Jim and. Dora had 
‘moved to Whitehorse In 1858, where Jim worked 
‘asa heavy duly mechanie aid later inthe army 


























warehouse stores, Mr. and Mrs. MeNell enjoyed 
these tripe and visited Alaska many times, as 
Weil as seeing Dawson City-and Aili, British 
Columbia, tw of the eany gold rash eles 

‘Mrs. AieNell passea away Ju 28, 1861, after 
an illness covering a tong period of ime. From 
then on Blake made hs home among his three 
cllgren. While in Whitehorse he nad the 
plessure of @ tip from there to Skagway and 
Back on the narrow gauge rallway. Ths 1s the 
allroad fe had worked on when Mt was fest 
Started. He was active in the Whltenorse dart 
league and had trophles as the eldest player, 
Tost sportsmanixe team and best team In he 
Teague, one year, fle hobby. was bullding 
replicas ofall the frst bulldings in Whitehorse. 
Hemade inese of willow, which e peeled and cut 
to sae. He shingled some with vegetable crates, 
Wile ie stoekeepers saved for him and others 
‘itn tn. They. were made Identical to the 
Sriginals, Including all-stars, windows and 
bors. His daughter Dora has them nov and they 
fate (0 go to Larry, his eldest grandson, 

Dt. MeNell entered the Senlor Citizens Home 
st Sylvan Lake in 1968 and had remained there 
fxcep! for tips to Visit hs falls in the north. 
He pessed away on February 8, 1970. 

‘Bud and Laurine now live in Surrey, B.C, 
‘They have three children — Diana, Kenty and 
Dale, Diana is married to Ron Gaucher and they 
have @ son, Blaise. 

‘Dora an Jim reside at Markervile, Alberta, 
‘me son Larry works as geologist Keno il 
Mines at Elsa, Yukon. Hels married and has two 
tldren, Catrina and Darren. Theit daughter, 
{avila is married to Fred Johannson and they 
farm at Mavkervill, ‘hey have two children 
Heath and Bette Ann. Jim now works for the 
Alberta Forestry. 

Sd-andFerna farm at Innisfail. Their 
daughter Linda is married to Ray Smith and has 


two children, Kelly and Carmen. They live and 
‘work on the home farm. Thelr other daughter, 
Mariya, is married to Bill Howard and they 
farm at Wimboure, 





PETER AND MARION MeNEIL, 

‘Peter MeNell was born in Ontario, Hs wife, 
Marion, was bora in Scotland but immigrated 
with Rt parents to Ontario as a chil 

In IW the adventuresome Peter went, Uke 
‘ousands of others, to Alaska to oun the luring 
Gold Rush, But love overwhelmed the lust for 
fold and he returned to Ontario after a two-year 
fTosence. to sall the sea. of matrimony. ‘The 
Hardships ot tne North didnot aunt the spirits of 
‘eter, and he and Marion ventured West in 1907 
to the Gadsby District. Three vears ater Mr 
MeNei led on a homestead near Coronation, 
farming there until T3st_ this time, Eekville, 
Somehow, seemed to beckon to them, and they 
‘ove here, taking up residence onthe east edge 
Ot town tn 1946 Peicr passed away at the age of 
Seventy. Marion resided at Eckville unt 1960, 
‘when she moved to British Columbia. She passed 
‘vay in 1968 atthe age of eighty three 

‘Me. and’ Mrs, -MeNell had four children: 
Cowan, born in 1906 In Ontario; Ada, born at 
Gadsby tn 1908; Clitfora, bora at Coronation in 
1812 and Peter Gordon, sso born at Coronation, 
In tots, 

Olvah ‘Thompson, formerly Mrs, Robert 
Kennedy, reslded In’ Eekville from 1895 unt 
1958. She wae telephone operator at Rockytors, 
then moves to Prince George, B,C. and Is now 
Fetired at Kelowna with her husband, Charles, 
Olvan had two sons by her former marriage 
Robert ives In Montreal and Barry resides it 
Prince George, 

‘Addie married Mel Cummings, a bank 
‘manager. Thele two daughters lve fn B.C. and 
‘Addie and Mel also retired In Kelowna 














itord, who came to live in Keke in 1957, 
‘married isle Johnson, They moved to West: 
bridge, B.C. tn 1850, where thelr five children 
were bor. Ciitord passed away in Ha, Elsie 
And he family reside at Midway, H.C. 

‘Gordon cameo Eeivile in 1993 From 290 t0 
15 he served his country in World War Il, 
(ravelling extensively throughout Europe and 
the British Isles. 

‘Upon returning trom overseas he married 
Bmp Mall, of Hespero, They have one daughter 
who is nov Ms, Bryan Foora, She and her hus 
bband reside at Penfold. Gordon Is stil the post 
Puaster atthe Eekvile Post Oifice, having 
assumed that position in 2860, 








“THE MERRIMAN” — by J. B. Merriman 

To the best-of my nawledge the name 
Merriman originated from “"Moorman”™ who 
were supposed to have been nomads who used 10 
roam the moors of Orkney, Scotland 

‘Magness: Mersiman, mj’ grealgrandtather, 
was reerulted into the service of the Hudson's 
Bay Co. In the 1800's as a fur trader In the North 
West a5 It was called in those days. He spent 
‘mast of his time in the Hudson Bay area based 
out of Fort Garry which Is now Winnipeg. He 
Served out his time and went back to Orkney 
‘Where he matried and ralsed a family 

‘My grandfather, James Merriman was his 
oiest son. My grandiather never left Orkney ot 
‘ever was in Canada. 

‘My father, James Merriman his oldest son, 
was born in ies and'sat at his grandfather's 
‘ne listening to stores of the Norih West 

Dad, atthe age of 13, went tothe Skip buliding 
yards a Grenoch, Scotland to learn hs trade a 
Ship's carpenter 

‘The stories of the North West he had heard 
from nis grandfather must have kept calling him 
Because atthe age af 17, he in company with one 
of his uncles immigrated to Canada in 190 fo 
High Tver, Alberta where he had two uncles 
‘who nad been in Canada since around 189, 

There Belng no ships to bulld on the prairies 
dad turned to bridge building. Tring ofthat he 
went fo. Vancouver and signed on a ship and 
Worked his Way to Australia, He topped here 
{nd there but worked hls way fo New Zealand 
And many otter Islands in the Pacific 

Tn due course he retumed to Canada and 
decided he would take'a trp back to Orkney for 
the winter and during this visite met the itt 
‘who would one day be my mother. Jean Haszy. 

Dad eame back to Canada and the gt! who 
was fo be my mother together with her sister te 
migrated to Spokane, Washingion where she had 
fan uncle and took her nurse's tralning at St 
Txe’s nosptal in Spokane 

‘Dad worked here and there at the carpenter 
trade. When the town of Nordegg was being but 
he worked there until he enlisted inthe 10 Field 
Engineers In Calgary in 815. He was decorated 
for bravery later in the war, recelving the M.M, 

















1m 1019 alter the war dad came back to High 
River to his uncle's and stayed for sometime. 

He then decided to make a tip to Nordegs to 
look for work. On the Way he deeided fo step in 
Eekville to see a plece of land he had seen from 
the traln going to Nordege Years before He put 
upat the hotel and enquired as to who owned this 
Piece of iand witha log house and a log barn just 
fast of Eekville. He found thats section maa b 
‘the name of Kelly owned and Iquess deal wae 
‘made that night because It is ouF home today — 
NE 15.35.05, 

Dad went to Nordegg and worked the winter. 
1m April of 1820 he went to Spokane and married 
‘my mother and they moved on to our farm 

1h Marek of 181 Teame along. Three years 
later in May, 1824 my sster Isabel Margaret was 
bora 





Things were pretty tough for dad and rom 
tose days,"They were dealt a very hard blow by 
the big Rall storm. in 1804 which left ther 
hothing, However, they held on by milking cows 
4nd feeding afew pigs and chickens 

Dad was quite ative In the community serv 
Ing. on the school ‘board; he had a hand i 
building the new school in 1820 and 1 believe it 
Bioving the school trom north of town on the 
Medicine Raver into Bekville, which was done 
vet horses 

“Tareshing was done with the steam engines 
those days and gute abit of sack threshing was 

We never owned a car but got around with 
horse power; even golng to Evaris tthe Bura's 
festivities Inthe sleigh with lots of straw and Rot 
bricks fo keep ts kids warm, 

In October, 188 a great catastrophe hit our 





family, dad and mom were just getting on thei 
feet when dad; working ona. threshing Tig 
pitening bundles got a barley beard in his ab 
omen under his belt. The blood poisoning which 
{ollowed took hi ite in tree or four days, atthe 
age of #0 years, 

‘fom sold ail the stock and machinery and 
went to Orkney where she thought she could ive 
but found she could not, so we came back to the 
farm in 1909, The farm had been rented to Henry 
Mitner, avery ne men Who mam married in 
1982, Henry Mitzner was a big farmer for those 
days: farming Six quarter sections mostly with 
horses, Dut he had’ tractor and a threshing 
machine also. Unfortunately, he was not 
festined to live very long and dled in December, 
854 at me age ofS 

‘Again mom 8010 the machinery and most of 
the Horses and catle. Mom, Isabel and Tearried 
‘on ralsing pgs and cattle. 

‘As soon as got out of schoo started farming 
and did'so until T Joined the F.C.ALP. inthe 20d 
‘World War. was an air gunner and flow with 182 
Squadron of the Royal Alr Foree which Was @ 
Special duty squadron, Following my release 
Hom the RLCAL in 1985, returned to farming 
fd am stil att 

in 142 my sister Isabel started training tobe 
‘a nurse at the Raval Alexandra Hospital In Bd 
‘monton, graduating tn 1947. Following gradua 
tion She took post graduate (raining spectalzing 
In operating’ room aursing In ‘Toronto. She 
retuned. fo Edmonton and worked In the 
bperating room nll she married Dr. Vernon 
Krause in August, 1950. Vern had a practise in 
Mayertnorpe for some Years, then specialized In 
pathology and Is foday one ofthe top men in his 
Hela. They now live in Dartmouth, W'S. where 
Toabel stil has a few horses which she always 








liked, Isabel and Vern have a family of two boys. 
and fvo girs, 

‘On August 12, 1960 T married Marlene 
Guenther 

‘August 90,1960 our mother passed aveay 

‘In due course Marlene and T were blessed 
with’ three healihyehlldren; Loree Marien, 
ames Willam and Mary Jean, We enjoy the out 
doors, and the girs especialy ike thelr horses. 1 
fink ts nas Been the best part af my’ fe 

‘Mr. and Mrs, Merriman Sr. end. Henry 
itener are butied In the Eekville Cemetery. 





(MEYERS, MATTHEW AND LILLIE — by Lilie 
Meyers 
NESUMD 

‘Matthew and Lillie Meyers first came to 
‘Rokville with the John Meyers family in May 
YoRs, Because of eczema they returned to 
‘Medicine Hat fo Dr. Smythe, When we returned 
Inter in 925 hrs, Anna Dahi and Rudolph Dat, 
Ellie's ‘mother’ and brother also came 10 
Eckville, Mrs, Anna Dabl was the janitor of the 
School ai Eekville for 17 and one half years and 
false did laundry. In 1989 she married Oscar Mot- 
fu, of the Wolke School dlsteiet. They resided in 
‘Beko unl her passing in July 1868 tn 3927 the 
‘Matthew Meyers" returned to Manyberrles and 
{armed there for eight years, In tober, 1985 the 
Conrad Mevers' and Matthew Meyers" families 
‘came to Withrow 

‘Slim and Lif acquired a house ona farmstead 
of Bill Dirsten’s, northwest of Withrow and lived, 
there, alongwith the Conrad Meyers familly. The 
‘children of these familes ned to wall three and 
‘one half miles to Blueberry Valley School whch 
‘Was a hard way to get an education. The next 
{Year they had to wall the samme distance to Woite 
School where two of the teachers remembered 
are Mlse Munroe and Miss Blanche Arndt, They 
Were alvays tired shen they” got home {0mm 
‘ehool one nad to feel sorry forthe litle tyke, 
Gur entertainment was the annual Christmas 
‘concert andthe dance afterwards, The kids got 8 
fcandy bag at the concert of Christmas candy, 
brange and peanuts, Slim and Rudolph or Art 
‘ten, or mostly, supplied the rusle for the 
‘dance by playing the violin ana gulta 

'At Withrow the past offe was operaied by Ll 
Meyers for 12 and one half years and had 30, 
{customers who came and pleked up thelt mal, 
‘The going salary was 8488 per month and forthe 
‘mail carrying walch mean! going and pleking up 
‘he mall from the train, they recelved S138. 

"Jack Seofteld got Sim to go buying grain at 
‘atlambra. Wally. Meyers took over “ihe oll, 
business at Withrow and in 1838 he fook over the 
Dost office when he married Vera Blomaren of 
Bonalda, who was working at the Lumber yard 
st Rocky’ Mountain House and Vera became 
postmistress for a few years. 

Rationing books during the war had to be 
picked up at Eexville and were given out at the 
Etore when the supplies were purchesed. 




















Mate Si) Mae a wil linn on a weg 


However we could buy only so much, and when 
the coupons were gone for that month we Went 
witout. We often traded coupons amongst 
Durselves to get the things we needed. The store 
twas not supposed to take loose coupons 30 we 
{ook each oer's books in order that me cod al 
manage as some needed some things more than 
tiers. For example, we did not need butter 
oupons and traded them tor sugar coupons 

‘Gur only medical care was with Dr. Coppock 
of Bekville 

Most weddings were very simple, however 
when Faye and Walter were married they had a 
Teception In a cafe in Fed Deer In 181. Mest of 
bar lathes were made from bougtten materials, 
However back in the early thirties we made most 
of our elothes and tnderwear from flour sacks, 

4a 1895 bread cost 10 cents loaf LUl often 
read tea eups fo tell the future often fo 8 g00d 
Tugh, 

Matthew Moyers died tn January 1974 and 
was lald to rest inthe Eckvlle Cemetery. Lille 
Meyers lives in Red Deer. Thele son Wallace and 
Vera reside In Torrington and have four 
children, Sharon, Shirley, Janet and Alvin 

‘Theit daughter Doroiny Mire, E. Glenn 
Good) resides at_Red Deer and have three 
children, ‘Trudy, Brian and Stanley, 

‘Their daughier Marlene was born some 24 
Years. atter her sister Dorothy in November, 
1850, delivered. by ‘Dr. Coppack in Tekvile 
hospital. Marlene married Stanley Krawiec Jr 
‘nd they have one son Stanley Krawlee the St 








MITZNER, AUGUST AND JULIA 
‘August hlltmer vas born at Pasen, Germany 
and left for the United States atthe age of 11 18 
180, in Minnesota, he married Julia Zelgo. 
ollowing the stream of people seeking land, 
he came'to Alberta tn 1904" n 190, he Brought 
he rest ofthe family ta Alberta withthe excep. 








tion ot Clara, Mrs. C. Bromling. She and her hus 
band and four children eame in 113, 

“They took up a homestead north of Sylvan 
Lake, the SE 6402.8. They later bought and 
Improved he farm north of Eekvile. Tals 
remained thelr home until thelr passing 

“They owned and operated a hotel and livery 
barn In Eckl, for awhile, then moved back o 
the farm 

“Thelr home was a stopping place for tm 
migrants es they were travelling through OF 
looking for homesteads, 

When the rallroed was being bult, the con 
struction crews, with thelr mule teams, 
Sometimes as many as 40, made this thelr head: 
‘Quarters. Cooking for tls gang of men and ear 
Ing forthe animals was a big undertaking. 

‘They had thelr share of hardships and grie, 
as dial the early setters who helped bull this 
‘wondectul country to make It what Tes now 

‘August foak an aetive interest in community 
affairs, He served on the old Local Improvement 
ounell, on school boards and was’ charter 
member of the local Co-op Store. 

‘The family scattered, some going back tothe 
United States, Charite served in the Canadian 
armed forces and Frank in the US. armed 
forces 

On December 21, 190, Mr. and Ms. Mitzner 
celebrated thelr 6th wedding anniversary 














August passed away March 21, 193 at 99 
eats of age Julla ded on May 29) 1959 in her 
Hs. Both are buried in the Hekuile cemetery. 

Eaward Mitzner lived in Billings, Montans, 
with his wife and one son, Lioyd, He Feturmed 1 
the tamlly farm in Eekvlle. His wite passed 
away and his soa and family remained in 
Billings, He passed away In 11. 

alte, Airs. Stevens ved in Billings, Mon 
tana. She nad one sen, Gosdon, 

‘Emma, Mrs. Bcown, is tll making her home 
‘in Billings, Montana, operating @ Ladies’ Wear 
shop. She had no children, 

Frank Mitzmer died in @ sanatorium in Walla 
Walla, Wasnington, 

‘Charlie Mltzner had no children. 

Hlenry passed away in 190, 



































Louis married Burt Brown. They make thelr 
home-at Fort St, John, B.C. They had three 
ldren, Donald died at an early age, leaving his 
‘vile and eight enfigren. He Is buried at Vig 
Lutheran cemetery Bentiey 

Bet, now Mire, Brader ang Lilian, Mrs. Pete 
‘Neal both live at Prince George. 

Clara Bromling’s history appears elsewhere 
sn the boat 


HE ART MOENCH FAMILY — by A. I 
Moench 

‘AH Moench and his wife, Martha, came to 
Eckville in August, 1986 from Calgary. We had a 
Son, Douglas, age seven, born in Medicine Hat, 
Alberta and a daughter, Carol, age one, born in 
Calgary. Alberta. in 1861 we were blessea vith 
‘nother daughter, Shawna, born In Eekvile 

‘Upon my arrival from Calgary t became the 
Department Manager for the Eckville Co-Op 
Hardware In the old building where the new Co 
Op Hardware is now in operation 

in March, 1998 the Co-op Grocery and Dry 
Goods Store on the cornet of Ralway Stret was 
Fed by fire. By August, 1958 the store was 
Febult on a larger seale, with the haraware 
fepariment inthe basement of the new store 
While worked inthe basement my wife was also 
employed tn the same department, She_ also 
managed the ty department during the Chris. 
thas season, st Inthe od hardware then later 
Ine ola Revelstoke Store, whieh Was then 
(ined by the Co-op. (This store Was Laer sld to 
‘Bet Langer end he in turn sol It fo Carvit and 
Sons, who own and operate it at the present 
time) 

Wille employed atthe Co-op we worked under 
W.G: Meandrem, General Manager atthe time 
‘ntl May of 1964 in Jue, 1964, wre Bought ou the 
Iormer Joe Marshall Harawave located next 
the Legion Hall. We operated in that store until 
May, 1914, when We purchased the Chester F. 














Kasha bullding and moved our stock from the 
other store 10 out new location. 

‘Due to health reasons, 1 Was forced to sem: 
retirement and at present we sill own the store 
and: with the help of our family, we are stl 
operating I 

“The years we've speat in Eckvile have been 
very challenging and rewarding. We have met 
‘many people and made many friends. We are 
proud fo say’ that Bekvile is truly’ a wonderful 
Dace to live with the most beautiful area sur 
Founaing f.‘The changes from 1998 to 197 have 
been terife, and many more are im sight, 380 
(an see. The town I sil growing, business Wise 
‘38 well ab in the residential section. 

Our ‘enildren have attended’ school in 
Bekvill, moved on after graduation and then 
returned 10 Bekville again a few years later. 

‘Our son Douglas is married to Louse Motins 
‘and they have two daughters — Kandice and 
‘Krystal. Douglas Is an eletrictan, has his own 
‘business and also helps us with the haraware. 

‘Our daughter Carol married Dennis Murray 
carol is a GNA. and works at the Bekille 
Hospital and helps out in the hardware. Her hus 
and, ‘Dennis, is employed by us Ia the 
hareware 

‘Our youngest daughter, Shawna, is attending 
Eckville Junior High. She will Ikely go on to 
other areas after graduation but will probably 
Tand back in Bekville to help with the fally 
business 

"The 21 years in Eekville have passed so fast 
that I don't actually feel as an old timer, but 
maybe the ex! book vill be wrilten by our 
hlldren, so they can carry on from where we left 
ott 

or now il sit back and visit withthe many 
customers and friends thal we've made over the 
Years. We've always been too busy to do this 
before. So hope to see you all in the future. 1's 
been a pleasure meeting you and serving you al 





HENRY MOLANDER FAMILY — by Vera 
Molander 

Hent Molander and Anna Charlotta 
Erlokson were united in marriage in Revelstoke, 
B.C. in 908: Henry worked tere in he sasralls 
In the spring of 19 they came east across the 
mountains to Alberta fo sete in Rea Deer atthe 
Conguist House, While there Henry worked in the 
Driekyards, and Anna sald mile tothe neighbors 
{oeamm alitlemoney. Altea, ther frst son, was 
‘orm in 197 

‘Th 198 Henry and Anna moved 1 a farm, the 
Ssw.5-38-4.N3. Ther nearest neighbors were Ed 
Meain, John Randall, the MeLeans, the Matias 
and the Tomlagas family. In 191i Albert was 
‘born, then in 1913 Harold was bors, followed by 
enna in 186 and Elsie in 1818 

Tn the spring of 1818 Henry and Anna moved 
to the Billy Mannis fare, which now belongs 10 
‘George Duncan, Sr. They lived there one Year 

















before moving to Forkan’s farm, where they 
stayed for five years, 

Helen was torn in 1921, welghing only two 
pounds and four ounces at birth. That same year 
the school first opened and Alfred started to 
‘school. He walked fo school in the spring and 
Summer, and inthe wintertime he drove a horse 
With stoneboat behind. ‘The frst Eckvile 
‘ehool was moved across the river and made Into 
a churen. Alfred went to school only one year. 
‘The two-room school, bull in Hekvile in 1921, ts 
snow a blackemalth shop on Rallroad Avenue, 

"when living in Red Deer they had bought a 
cow in the spring so they would have thelr wa, 
‘milk, The cow gave more milk than needed for 
{he family-so they sold mile to neighbors and 
tthers ithe town. When lving southwest of 

vile, Henry and Anna malked up 1020 cows a 
Gay by hand ad anathema Eke, ots ot 
folks were ton poor to pay for the milk, but, pay 
for not, they stl got thelr milk. Henry and Anna 
So1d rail Hght up Uni the Late 40's ust before 
Ieaving the farm to retire in eke in 12. 
‘They lived in a house just north ofthe hospital in 
Bekville, Anna died in August of 865 and Henry 
In 62. These people Were very kind-hearted and 
Would give you the shirt off their back If You 
heeded it 

‘When ving on Forhan's farm, the boys went 
out plosing saskatoons, There were so many’ and 
0g (the size of grapes) that they filed every 
Container they could find. Anna didnt now what 
{odowith them alls she did't have enough Jars 
for them and had no way to freeze them. 

‘When Albert an Alfred went to school they 
hauled the milion the stonebost and delivered It 
{ntown before nine o'clock The teacher they bad 
‘would look out the window and see them then set 
the clock ahead and start class, so they'd be late! 

‘Mine kiana was alfre’s first teagher. Otner 
teacher's names were: Mr. Luawig, Miss Maller, 
Miss ‘Thompson (married. Harry Low), ist 
Hope and Biss Beniictson. They can remember 
{nthe winter all hddiing around the stove and 
‘Walking around the Foor, ying o keep warm. 
"The ink was frozen in the Ink wells and twas 
noon before everything thawed. 

‘Some of ihe doctors well remembered In 
Eckville Were Dr- Evans, Dr. Backus, Dr. 
Somerville, Dr. Sehrelber and Dr. Claxton, Later 
came Dr. Palmer, Dr. Coppock and Dr. Gibson, 
Home remedies for coids were goose grease and 
flannel cloths, warmed up on the cook stove. A 
‘wee ‘drop of coal oll_and sugar" helped sare 
Throats. For diarrhea a tiny drop of ihe very 
powerfit“Hottman Drops” helped. A mixture of 
Sulphur and molasses worked as a spring ont 
‘Sweet oll was often used for earaches and cloves 
{or Toothackes. Brown paper soaked in vinegar 
‘with pepper sprinkled on worked before doe 
tor pulled a tooth 

When Elsie was very small she had 
pneumonia, Dr. Claxton was’ afrald that she 
Would not live, but with goose grease, mustard 

















plasters, turpentine and steam, he managed to 
Eave her, although she has always had’ weak 
Ings. 

in the 20's, when it was so dry, the price of 
machinery, livestock and graiz was very low, 
‘The highest price remembered for machinery 
‘Was $id fora tractor and S200 fora plow! One 
thing they remembered about the price of cattle 
was thelr bull, welghing 1900 pounds and selling 
{or $19. Pigs were three dollars each. Barley 
‘went a5 low ag eight cents'@ bushel and Wheat 
hn bushel. People would sell. thelr anime 
land many times ey were Billed for the freight 
‘Oxen were used for {arming betore horses 
beeame commonly used. They had bugeles and 
femocrats pulled by the horses. In 1803 Henry 
Sind Anna bought their fst ea, a 1918 Model T 
Fora 

fom 1924 to 1890 Henry worked on the 
allroad, travelling throughout the province. In 
January of 1897 Fed, the youngest, was born 
‘Alfred went out in the bitte cold to get the mld 
trie for his mother 

"The roads were only cow tralls, There were no 
fences, and people travelled on the high paris of 
the land. Roads were ball later, often by men 
‘Who worked on them as-a way to pay thes taxes, 
“Tis was much easter than paving cash, when 
‘money was hard to get, When tralned the tras 
‘were so bad they couldn't get through with the 
Model T. No one went anywhere without 
haywire, the mostased artile o Keep Your ea" 
together and running. A rope was also carried so 
{2 Horse could pull you out when you got stuck — 
that fs, ifthe horse dnt shy away fom the 
noise of the car! 

"in 1911 the Canadian National Ratlroad was 
‘ull to Nordegg trom Med Deer. Then In 1811 the 
Canadian Pacific Rallway was bullt as far as 
Rocky Mountain House, Farmers Went to help 
‘bulld the rallronds after the crops Were seeded 
Picks, horses, shovels and slips were used. Hay 
‘as hauled to Withrow tobe sola eC P-R10 
fea the horses, 

‘One day when Alfred was out cutting hay on 
Kingseps an alrplane came over very fo. His 
horse fast crumbled to the ground with fright 
‘The plane had come about Two feet above the 
Shea ne was behind! The notse of the plane was 
fenough fo put a scare Into anyone! Planes would 
{and oa level ground near the school on Lenny 
Kingsep’s land. School ehildren would rash 
look at them, as they were something quite new 
totem a is ime, 

‘Anna had a horse (Dolly) and a buggy of her 
‘own fo use for going to town. The Horse had 10 be 
Teato getit going, then she would jump inand the 
horse wouldn't sop unt Nt reached Eexulle 
‘One day Alfred pat the harness on Dolly for is 
mother to go to fown. Anna and the baby gol in, 
‘Alfred putin erate of eas, and got the horse 
‘going, Just as he let go, he remembered he had 
forgeiten to put the bridle on the horse. There 
Was no stopping oF slowing Dolly without Itt 

















‘Anna took Harold, the baby, by the collar and 
frepped him otf the busay, just missing 2 big 
free, Ten she herset jumped out. After running 
bck fo get the baby, Who was fine, she realized 
That she had lost.a $8. cheque inal the excite 
‘ment, She walked back and forth ever the rack 
{nil she finally found i, 


MOLANDER, ALFRED AND BERTHA — by 
Vera Molander 

ited Molander and Bertha Molander were 
nite in marriage on December 21882, Alfred 
{ook hs bride to his Rome on the SW 163985, 
svhere tney are stl living at the present time, 

‘Vernon was barn in 1894. He farms with is 
ad, 

Selvin was born May 30, 1898. He married 
Faye Olson in 1960. They have two children, 
(Cheryl and Corey. Melvin is nov driving truck in 
Calgary 

May’ Was bora March 2, 1812. She married 
tbert Cook in 198 They have two chlldren, Lor 
faand Alvin, Thoy are living at Grimshaw, 
Aberta, on a farm 





MOLANDER, HAROLD AND VERA — by Vera 
Molander 

Harold. Molander and Vera Thyssen were 
married on December 22, 18 at the Dyrland 
home, They ad 1D children, six bey and four 
Bl, Ther fist baby, a boy, was slibora. Then 
{hn December, 1966 thelr second youngest boy, 
Richard, dled at the age of five years of a Brain 
‘mor. They now have four bose and four gles 
Barbara, Teresa, Edward, Brie, Dale, Bety, 
Chariotte and Neal 

‘arbara was Doin April 2, 2947. She has been 
working with the Canadian’Imperial Bank of 
Commerce since 1868, Raving worked. In 
Eckville, Grande Cache, Yellowknife and 
Grande Prairie, and Is now working in Edman 

"Teresa was born February 14, 1948, and is 
married to Wayne Hewett, gas plant operator 
how working in Mulnurst, Alberta. Teresa Is a 
psvellatre nurse and Is working in Red Deer, 

‘Eaward, who was born on March 17, 190, 
works ae 8 second foreman at FleetWood in Red 
Deer, He married Lois Golem, and they have 3 
fon, Daryl 

"ete, the second oldest boy, was born on May 
6, 195. He is presently at home, helping on the 
farm. He helps his uncle put in his erops and 
helps put up the hay for hls father. 

ale, born April 2, 1856, Is In Vernon, B.C., 
working with a construction company 

‘Belty, born December 14, 1856, Was married 
to Kevin Lario,of Red Deer, on October 8, 1977 
‘They are living at Fort Mteafurray, where Kevin 
‘works in the insulation and aluminum siding 

Charlotte Ellen, born April 18, 195818 married 
to Lyle Rennie. They live in Red Deer, where 
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Lyle is employed as a welder at Sorenson 
Disteibutors. They nave one son, Alan 

‘Neal the Youngest chia, was barn March 19 
1864 He goes tothe Eekvile Junior High School 
dana is active in Boy Scouts. He Is in Grade 8 in 
43877, and hopes to go through Grade 12. 

Barbara, Teresa, Eaward and Betty all have 
their high schoo! diplomas. 

Harold Molander fas been working for the 
town of eile since Tune 2, 1968 


‘THE FRED MOLANDER FAMILY — by 
Frances Molander 

‘Fred isthe youngest son of the late Henry and 
‘anna Molander, He was born January 2,1927,on 
ihetome place — S.E. 1-38 35. On October 30, 
8s he was “united in-marrlage to. Frances 
‘Tavlon, daughter of "Curley and Louise Taylor 
of ihe Stauffer district. From thisunion theee are 
{our daughters — Harriet, born July 18, 199, 
Coral, born December 29,1954 Penn bara July 
51055, and Rhonda, born July’ 6, 1888. ‘Their 
children, in turn, Nave given’ them four 
randehildren. Michelle and. clinton are 
‘Gaughter and son of Harriet and Maurice Clark 
‘of Hekville Colin Is the son of Coral and Wes 
Levis of Red Deer, and’Tasha ts the daughter of 
Penny and Raymond Mller of Rocky Mountain 
House, 








Fred is well known in the area as a “darn 
ood" mechanic. He has been at this type of 
Work since he Was 16 years old. Also, in his 
Younger years he helped his brother Albert inthe 
fucking business. Grain augers were not {00 
Dlentful In those days, s0 scoop shovels were 
{sed for lading gran, 








In 1940 Henry turned the farm over to hs son 
Fred, who moved to the farm In 1952 and Bas 
$esided there ever sine. He has his 7m shop on 
the farm, and stil docs mechanical work on 
every type of machinery 

"Fred and Frances are also know inthe com. 


munity a5 Jehovah's Witnesses, Perhaps. you 
Rave had 2 visit from them’ in the. Bible 
Educational work. Apart from what has beet 
sald Here, Fred and his family Lead a alm and 
quiet Tite 





UNCLE JOHN MOLAN 
Vern Molander 

Uncle John was born in Sweden, and grew ap 
there. When he was in his early 20% he sailed for 
Canada, ‘arriving In Kenora, Ontario inthe 
Spring ots 11 took his ship 30 days To cross the 
‘llantle, due to stormy weather 

HHe found a job digging trenches by hand 
‘After staying n Kenore fora few Years he took 
fhe train west to British Columbia, to work 88 4 
seater In the logging camps. He eas also 
foreman tha lumber camp in’ Washington, 
USA for a period af time, 

When Uncle John eelined from the woods in 
1998, he bought a farm near Forshee, southeast 
at Rimbey. He never built a house or barn on the 
land, "but instead stayed. vith is ‘elghbors 
(ulghy's) when he was there, or batched in an 
‘ld-granary. During the 19i0'" and 1950's he 
ented out his land, then later sold It to Leo 
Palm, 

He lived ina house in Ecevile with Henry and 
‘Anna Molander, which was sold later to Bruce 
land Joan Bardenhagen’ He then moved to the 
‘Rocky Mountain House Lodge and ived therefor 
‘2 number of years. He often came fo the home 
farm where Fred and Frances Molander now 
Ie, on the SEG 38.305, 

‘Uncle John visited with his many friends and 
relatives In the Eekville area. Everyone who 
Knew ‘him called him "Uncle Jona" he was 
loved by a 

Uncle John tved to the age of 93 years. He 
died in a Rimbey hospital in October of 1874 and 
‘was buried in Red Deer beside his brother Henry 
tnd Henry's wife, Aaa 





DER (1881100) — by 


‘THe AUGUST MORO FAMILY — by Me. and 
Mrs. August Moro 

Karl Moro and his brother John emigrated 
from’ Estonia to Canada in 1908. They were 
dravin to the Eekville area where an Estonian 
community was developing. Included inthis 
community were the Kingseps and the Kinnas 
Welt whom the Moros tad been acquainted in 
Estonia, With him, Ket! brought his wile, Mary. 
and nis sons, August, George, and Oscar. August 
had been born tn 19, 

[Boll Karl and John acquired homesteads 
about turee miles morth of the present site of 
Eckl, thelr land. beng separated bythe 
Medicing River. The farming work was dane at 
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this time with oxen suppiving the power. In 198 
Kat! left hls orginal homestead, having bought 
land 7% miles north of Eekvile. (This land was 
later sod to his eousins, Pete and Ed Moro, and 
{s sll knot asthe Pete Moro place.) The fami 
Jy was moved tothe new location, but Mrs. Maro 
Sulfered a stroke in 1821, and passed away in 
184. She was buried (nthe Uildy cemetery 

‘Karl butlt a flour mln 1923, located where 
the Coppens' house now stands. However, his 
Sons, Oscar and August, formed s parinership 
land bougat the flour mill trom thelr father in 
4925. In 1928 Karl, along with his sons, George 
and Otto, nad moved to the Deace River area, 
Kani took up market gardening, and the boys 
‘worked in a sawmill. ln 1953 Keil passed away 
{nd is buried at Peace River.) 

“Tils country appeated to Osear, as wel, so he 
dissolved tis partnership with Augustin he flour 
tall at Eckevite in 152.0 that he could Jon his 
father and brotters at Peace River. Here he, 
long with nis cousin, Ed Moro, bullt and 
‘operated a flour mil, which business they con 
Hhued for about thiee "years. Osear Is now 
‘operating a farm machine shop as well as farm 
Ing at Peace River. is retire, and spends his 
summers in Summerland, B.C, and his winters 
in Desert Springs, calforala 

‘August continued operating the Nour mil at 
Eckville unl 1947, except for a period of two 
Years, 19951957, during which he vented the mill, 
{e his brother Oscar, During the period August 
‘as occupied with a saw roll business tn the 
Praifie Creek area. The mill, In addition 10 
grinding grain into four, generated electricity 
nd in 1858 the town of Eekvllle. was first 
Stpplied with electric lighting. Anyone. with 
potrer-oulage trouble came aifeetly fo August 
fora solution to thelr problems. August was once 
Fefunded the amount of @ monthly power bil 
after the electrielty service was taken over BY 
Calgary Power. Tals was because ne had been 
the longest user of electric power in Eckville. 

‘1947 August sold. the flour mill 10, the 
ojile Coop and itwas then operated asa feed 
rll and seed cleaning plant unt it burned down 
{in195t The sale of hls House along with te ml 
necessitated the aequsitin of another house, so, 
In 947 August bull'@ Rouse in Eekwile on his 
Dresent Tot. This house was replaced, in 1982, by 
8 larger Nouse which August built, assisted by 
fio carpenters, This house was bult from €” by 
{squared logs, and the fotal cost was oly SX 
fm, 











‘After selling the flour mill August again 
became interested Ip working ‘eth the timber. 
He bullt "and operated his own savenlll and 
planer. Tals business was carried on Jn various 
cations in the Rocky Mountain House area until, 
tz, at which me he decided to gut working 
and enjoy his retirement years with bis wile, Li 
|v, at their home in Eee 

August was married in 199 to Lily Waisanen, 
in Calgary. Tele honeymoon was thelr tip. BY 








cat, from Calgary to Eckvile. Thtr car was a 
Fj ug" which resembled a race ea. Prior 
fo thelr marriage Lily had been working tn 
Gagary nthe Ontario Steams Laundry and 
SSust spent that summer working In Cochrane 
ina gavage 

Tele familly consisted of three children. 
Ciarence was bora at home, with Dr Somerville 
‘dilating, fn 2988 Hee nw employed in con 
‘Sretion were in Edmenton. He an bis wife 
Harte (Letendre) have three gis — Wendy, 
Gay, and Candy 

‘Noman was born inthe Bentey nest in 
‘ua, with Dr Henry in attendance, He now ives 
{n Calgary, ands aseoeateg with ne Ps Toole 
ind Cote Real Estate, 1, He married Lorralne 
Dancer, trom Winnipeg. Ther family consists of 
to ails, Carlyn and Pamela, aad one boy, 
oi 

lie was born In 1942 Inthe Eckvile hospital 
with Dr, Coppock in charge, She ls married 0 
Gatun Kendle and now lives In Calgary. They 
fave two daughters, Susan and Alexls, both st 
SM home 





MURRAY, CINC AND MARGARET 

(Charis (Chic) and Margaret Murray arrived 
In Saskatoon, Saskatchewan on February 11858, 
ater leaving thelr home in Perth, Seotiand and 
living out from Prestwick. They’ were accom 
panled by thelr eldest daugher, Galle who was 
fen it months old and Margaret's mother, Elsie 
sams 

‘Chic had just finished five years inthe Army, 
having served with the Fife, Forfar Yeo. They 
were attached 10. the Canadian Forces and 
Jaded with them on “D" day 

"They made thelr home in Birch Bills, 
Saskatehewan where son Franke and daughter 
‘Moria Chariene were born 

ithe fall of 197 they moved to Eckville ac 
companied by Charlene, where Cale took up 
ployment with: Kasha Farm Supplies a 
parisman 

‘On July 12, 1974, Moria Charlene married 
‘lan George Lutz ih the Bekville Presbyterian 
Chureh. They have a son Gregory Brian anda 
fiaughter, Kirsty Dawn and are living In Rocky 
Mountals House. 














THE FRED NEEDHAM FAMILY 
(MARGARET SCHOFER) — by ‘Margaret 
Sehoter 

In Apri of 1910 my Dad, Fred Needham and 
his Brother Indaw, Leo Franke, weat to Stetler, 
Afberta trom Erle, North Dakota. They were 
‘met by Dad's brother, Walter, who took them to 
‘he Liova George dlsirict where he bad pleked 
his own land. Dad filed on homestead rights on 
{he NE 24-4219 WS and pre-emption rightson the 
SE jf the same section. Fred, Dad and Uncle 
io fen went back to North Dakota to fnisi 








fieir affairs and bring. their familles and 
belongings to the new home land. They let Un 





cle Walter fo take care of their Interests and 
breathe required amount of land to. hold 
homestead rights 

‘Dad and Uncle Leo came out again tn Oc 
tober, 1910, shipping thelr setlers" effects and 
Ieestock to Stettler. They foaded the furniture 
andother things that would be needed right away 
for the homestead on wagons and let the balance 
‘on freight cars tobe rerouted to Morrin, asthe 
Farad was being bullt south. Ths freight dd 
hol arrive until In Maren, 1911 Ember, bougit 
{in Stetter, meant a return trip. The fist loads 
tere takes to Uncle Walter's atwo-day trip, and 
Teftin his yard. By tls time the women folk and 
{niles had been advised fo come, 

My mother, Bertha Needham, was a very 
young woman with two ehildren, Edward, one 
4and'a half years old and four-month-old Pearl, 
‘who is now Mrs, Archie Meallster of ig Valley. 
Uncle Leo's wie, Pear, was the mother of to: 
year-old Frances, Anoiher Needham brother, 
‘Uncle Wesley, came to help the ladies With the 
children. He aso took upa homestead in Alberta 

On the trip out from Erle, more Immigrant 
cars were added to the train. Passengers were 
mostly women and children going to jon their 
Tenfolk on homesteads tn the new land. On the 
train, and before leaving North Dakota, the 
lnales had heard some wid stories about cow 
boys and Indlans fn Alberta 

‘Upon arriving In Sttllor In early November 
they had to stay overnight. They got rooms in a 
hoiet operated by “Daady” Vart and aie wile, 
‘Who was a mother to al who came with children 
‘Theis rooms were on the main hoot Of the hotel 
‘ear the office. As usual, there Was aot of nolse 
round, and sven the women looked out of their 
Fooms fo see what was going On, they saw men 
‘Wearing cowboy elothes and guns. They were not 
Tong in closing thett door. ‘The men folk came 
‘rom the homestead in the early hours of the 
morning and collected thelr fambles, and the 
next da started on the long tal travelling over 
{oven ground for a fll day's i. 

‘Homes had to be bullt before winter set in. A 
work bee was afranged and. wonderful 
‘elghbors, Jack and Laurte Smith, Abert Chase 
nd Mr. Reinhold, ali new setlers thomselves, 
‘Were there fo lend a helping hand. As the saying 
oes, "Many hands make the toad ight", and 
Soon’ homestead shacks were bull, although 
many hardships were yet facing the Women and 
‘men alike. Many Years later proper homes were 
Dui 

‘On one of the frst nights in ther new homes, 
the women and elfldren were left alone, as again 
the menfolk had to go to Stettler for supplies. 
‘There were no locks on the danrs and the women 
were sill not very brave in ths new land. To 
protect themselves ‘against any possible in 
Eruders, all the big kalves that could be found 
Were put in the door. When the menfolk did 
Tetura it tok some time before they could et 
Into te house, with al the Knives tobe taken out 























Needless to say, the locks were put on the door 
the next day ~ "but very seldom used after the 
folks got used fo the country 

‘As the years wen! by, more children were 
added to the Fred Needham family. There was 
James, who is with the Alberta Wheat Pool at 
{Breton and who will be retiring from thls psition 
in s7t; Calvin, who is now at Claresholm: Ina 
(irs. Joba Moore) ving at Langley, B.C. rene 
Gus. George DeWitt) at Alrdrie, Alberta; 
‘Margaret (Mrs, Schofer) at Eexville: Ralph iv 
‘ng in Calgary; Frances (rs,Carmen Balrd) at 
Rancho Mirage, Callfornia: Clarence at Alnam 
bra: {Gordon ih Calgary; aya Big Valley: 
Lloyd at Heme, Callforaia: Beward in Calg 
nd Peat! (Mis. Archie Mealiste) at Big 
Valley 

Dad passed away on February 12, 1982 in 
Stetle, after many years of Mlness, Gur baby 
sister, Eleanor, passed away on October 1, 1972, 
{n'a plane crash. Eleanor, her husband, Tony 
Giesebrecht, and thelr youngest son, reddy, 
‘age 16 years, owned thelr_own light airerat 
‘They resided at Nanalmo, B.C., along with 0 
‘older boys, However, it was Eicanor, Tony and 
Freddy’ who were flying from Nanaimo to 
Lethbridge. alrport. for the. Thanksgiving 
Weekend = Tong's folks lived at MacLeod and 
they were golng to visit hem: Ten minutes after 
thle aireraf lef the Kelowna Airport, the plane 
crashed, and all three were killea. They were 
found in the early hours on the next day. Their 
two aldest boys, Dwayne and Donald, are stil at 
Nanalimo, 

‘in July, 1972 Garry Needham, Baward's 
eldest Son, ras lied ina motoreyelescetdent in 
Calgary 

Twas In 1988 thatthe family moved to the 
Benalto-Evaris district ~ to the SE 25-383 W5, 
Jenown tous a the Black farm, and wh i now 
the home of Mo. and Mrs. Lo Soerd, Wewent to 
School at Evaris, in the winter wth the sleigh 
‘tnd in the summer on horsebeck, wih a wagon, 
onhy walking 

Gur closest neighbors were the Dewey 
Nielsens, Mr. and Airs. Dave Harnlton, and the 
Robert Medins, ‘These homes were our second 
home — Wwe spent many happy hours with these 
Wonderful neighbors. Ta 1968 we moved to the 
{own of Eekville, and tom there the family 
broke un and moved to many’ different places, 
Mother is sti with us, spending most of the 
‘winter in California with Frances and Lloyd. In 
the suramer of 19 she was not abe to go baci to 
her home in Big Valley, and happy to say, she 
has ‘been wilt me since coming back from 
California She was 85 years young on November 














was. 

Through the early years in the Lloyd George 
‘area ‘our home was 10 miles east of Rowley, 
‘iberta the Needham families helped the cor 
fhunlty in every way possible, They helped to 
build the Lloyd George Smoot inthe early years 
It'was called Mickiekd), boarded many’ of the 





teachers, and served on the schoo! boards. Dad 
wae one of the district's musicians, playing 
lll, plano or banjo along with his friend and 
neighbor, Jesse Miller, on the drums. ‘They 
played for many school and good ola barn dances 
Bnd in homes. They were always active incom. 
munity affairs and the Needham doors, were 
Hever closed fo any one in need 

{After afew years in tls nev land the folks dia 
not worry about locking thelr doors — they soon 
{ound they dd not need the knives in the door It 
{hose very early days everyone had o depend on 
thets neighbor for ftp, and it was always there 
In our family this willingness to help carried on 
throughout the years a8 long as twas humanly 
possiie for mom and dad to do lt As Tsit and 
ferite these memories with the help of my sister 
Pearl and mother (most of came from thera) 
along with my brotier in law, Arehle McAlister, 
ot of very plessants thoughts go through my 
find. Most of the memories are of the" good 
times wwe had at home, although there were 
‘many of us, and times were tough in the 1800s, 
Wwe did have a happy home life and are very 
{ankful for every minute that we had together 
‘The bad times seemed to bring us closer 
together. We always enjoyed our nelgnbors 
‘wherever sve lived — and Sundays were aig day 
‘when we lived at Rowley — there were always 
helghbors coming over or. we were at the 
Relghbors* homes for that frlendly ball game or 
Horsesthoe game, and, usually, atthe end of the 
fay, big plenle lunch with ots of womemade lee 
‘ream, Those were the good old days! 

iy Margaret started fo work in the Eekvile 
Town office on April, 1949, and am sill on the 
job in 189%. T worked in the post office for a 
umber of years with Dan Clausen, also for & 
Short time after Gordon MeNell became post 
faster, My brother Jim had the rural mall foute 
‘umber three and i helped aut on this at that 
fime and later became involved vith it again, 
‘When we trst started on this route I emember 
Stn going out with steam and slelgh, leaving at 
“Sever o'clock In the morning and getting home 
‘round seven at night. His pay (2) was about 
three or four dollars a day” He Would change 
teams about half way around the route. At the 
present me the seme mall route covers the 
Everts area and very seldom does it take more 
than three hours tod it, even inthe winter ime 
“vith roads belng kept open and no need to use 
iorses and slelghs anymore. Wel, times change, 
and we must Keep up withthe tines! 











‘THE NEUFELDS 

‘lee and Tim Neufeld came to Eckville in 
Mareh of 1963 fo operate the local veterinary 
linie. The business Was called Parkland 
Veterinary Cline. At that time Itwes the only 
Veterinary service west af eed Deer t serviced 
fan area as far flung as Winfleld to Careline and 
Bentley to Markerville. The business employed 
fee veterinarians and three non-professional 











people during its busy years. In December 1969 
the practice was terminated in order that Jim 
could begin a new career’ In Veterinary 
Pathology: 

During’ the years in Eckville they built @ 
house tn the weet-end subdivision of the town 

Son, Jamie arrived in Zekvile inthe summer 
oi 

dim was involved with the Leslieville Elks, 
EEckville Legion and was probably best know 
fora addiction o curling, spending a great deal 
of time in local curing elubs and attending local 
bonsplels. Jim also partielpated In activities of 
the 4H beet clubs and presented a trophy each 
‘ear to the best group a five ealves in compet 
Hon at the anmuat Achievement Day 

‘allee was very active in the Presbyterian 
Ladles" Ald and Was founder and first teacher 
h'ihe okvile Figure Skating Club. (in the 
‘inter of 1958-69 we Thin) 

Th September of 1910 the Neufelds moved 
away from Beeville 10 Ottaira 


OLDFORD, WILLIAM AND RHODA 

‘Mr. and'Mrs. Bil Oldtora lived just south of 
Boke for a number of years before moving 
away (0 British Columbla, foda ts a daughter 
tte very early pioneer of the Blueberty Valley 
Ussucvle aster 

Ter father B.A. Smith wrote ina etter to a 
feiend in 1955: do know that we had quite & 
time, in Apr, 1812 when we drove from Red 
Deer oesltville with oxen: it seems fo me fat 
‘i took almost a week to make the journey: We 
Slept one night by the old Finn hell: the Foads 
‘mete so bad that we were getting bogged dawn 
Drety often, but there was one thing in our 
Envour — wwe had plenty to cat — we had lots of 
‘full that we had preserved in Onlario, and cou 
Ble of good hams and plenty of bread, and of 
suse we had a cow with Us; Wwe hada tough 
time, and ¥abways figure thatthe fen years that 
‘we put in up on “them thar hills were wasted.” 
‘Here Phil Smith seems to be referring fo the 
homesteads he and his wlle's people led on in 





the Blueberry Hills north of Withrow — he later 
Setled on ¢ farm further west where his family 
frew up and he was quite successful, and a 
Fespected neighbor His son Neal has lived there 
all is ie, an valsea his family of seven there, 

Rhoda was a happy, carefree gir, always 
pleasant to-be with: she had great fondness for 
horses and riaing. 

‘She and Bil now live at Pentition, B.C. 


EDWIN OLSEN FAMILY — by Edwin and Bar- 
bara Olsen 

‘Bawin Richard Olsen was born on April 12, 
sul at Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, His father 
‘Kare Olsen, was born on January 20, 1909 ai 
‘Mosvik in Nord Frondelag, Norway and came (0 
Canada in April 1828s mather, Anna Friesen, 
was born on January 2, 1910In Atmawi, Kuban 
Province, Russia anid came to Canada in October 
im 

‘Barbara Jean Hawkins was born on Apel 25, 
asi6 at Bentiey, Alberta. Her father, Elton Hoh 
Hawkings, was born on October 5, 2921 at 
Bentley, “Alberta and her mother, Helen 
‘Margaret Terry, was born on October 16, 3824 at 
(Cookstown, Ontario. Bath Ea and Barb spent 
‘most of tilr growing-up Years nortawest of 
Bentey 

Ed went to Lockhart school for Grades 1t0 6 
and finished his schooling in Bentley. He went tO 
{te University of Alberta forfour years following 
his graduation from high school, and received 
his 5.84. During the suramers he worked on the 
ouls Gyort farm asa hired hand fr tree years 
and then marked correspondence lessons in Ea: 
Monton. He also marked Grade X11 
Mathematics Departmental Exams in Emon 
{on for two summers, Ed eame to Eckville fn 
tera teach in May and June, 196 and began 
{aching full time in Hekvile in September, 1853, 
During this tlme he lived sith his parents and 
commited 

‘Barb went to Bentley school for Grades 1 to 4 
{fo Poplar Ridge for Grade 5 and part of Grade § 
and finished Grade 6 at Rivergien Schoo! in Red 
Beer. Grades through 12 were taken in Bentley 
Tm Apr 1961 she began work inthe Bank of Mow: 
tteal in Bentiey 

On Decemicr 28, 1964 Ea and Barb were 
married in ine Anglican Churel of Epiphany in 
Rimbey, Atberia. They moved into Hekville on 
Samuary 1, 165. 

Ed became vice-prineipal of the Fekvile 
Junlor-Senior igh Schoo! in $osb. Following 
Summer school attendance and evening credit 
courses, Ea, Barb and the children moved to 8a 
fmonton in August 1971 where Ed completed his, 
Masters Degree’ on Sabbatical Leave, They. 
moved back fo Eekville In June 1973 at which 
time they bought thelr Rome and Ea began 
Teaching again. 1a 1915 he became principal 

‘Ed and’ Barb's (wo chiidren were born in 

Eokvllle™ Richard Jobn on October 25,196 and 
Rhonda Lynne on January 10, 1988, with Dr. BOS 
Swain atiending both births 

















Ed as been active In the community of 
ole and wth other organizations When the 
‘Abgilcan Church was ta Eckville he was 
secretary ofthe board He was treastre forthe 
Mathematten. Council, Alberta Teachers 
Assocation for three years, was onthe Bowie 
Recreation Board ss secretary anda chairman 
of the Lacombe Reglnal Rerealon fosrd, and 
aloo serves part ofa term as Town Counlor ot 
envio. Atpresent hei ecretary of he Lions 
Ch, afer having eld several eter otfees, i 
‘Suing that of president” He secelved his fen 
Sear pertct attendance pin this year: Hels iso 
duihe Eetvile Library Boar, fe reasurered the 
Yacombe ‘Local ATA. and is the Lacombe 
Representative on Caunel of School Administra 

Fa's novbies are key collecting and 
mechanics At the present time he is taldng 
techenies course tnrough International 
Gorsespondence Schools. 

‘Baro han avo been ave. When the Anglican 
‘Quite was in Boke she was inthe Women's 
‘Rusillny as secretary and she also taught Sun 
ay Soho! ana nade Youth Group for Boys and 
fs: She ha als aught Sunday Schoo! aha as 
Been a leader for CCC's and Explorers in the 
Presbyterian Churen. She taught the Jack and 
St Playsctoo! for vee year and sie for 
tue year She was scorclary of the Board of 
Diretiors when the Plavschoo became aflisted 
with Preventive Socal Services tn the fal of 
1915 she approsched the ‘Town Counell for per 
tassiono forme voluntary Welcome Mat for he 
{own ot Rexvile and afvermie adi. With he 
ip ot Dofathy Carri the Hele Weleome 
‘Mat was formed and aro has teen hostess fot 
{t-Since Gctober i Tew fames Have eon 
‘eleomed te community Atpresent ne she 
Ieseorelary of St Pauls Presbyterian Evening 
Group, Is beginning her bein year as a COLE 
tence, i Inthe Presbyterian Chur Chott and 
teon the ‘Parent Groyp Committee or the 
ove Scouting Organaton Bars hobble 
ave collecting souvenir spoons and amps 

‘ek was ia Eeevile Cube and is how in 
Seoul He belongs tothe Presbyterian Teeners 
‘Youth Group honda belongs te Baplorers afer 
faduating trom COC. She fe aao taking gure 
Satlg Bh chen aren het tir yar of 
plan lessons 

Tm June of 1977 £4, Barb and the children 
{cansterea thelr membership tom he Anglican 
{Shure to St: Pauls Presbyterian Church 








‘THE JAMES OLSON FAMILY — by R. A. Schey 

“James Olson and his wife Minnie arrived at 
Eckvlle In ‘March, 1903 from Cumberland, 
Wyoming, US.A. They immigrated to the United 
States ffom Flaland in about 1680, and were 
married in Ishpeming, Stiehigan on july 2, 1888 
‘They had’ seven daughters end ane son’ One 
<aughter and the only son died in infancy. The 
Surviving daughters were Mrs. Ole Schey. 






























(oitidred), Mrs. Franke Lingren (Emma), Mrs, 
Henry Lingren (Ida), Mrs. Ea Aho (annie) of 
Eckuile, Mis Joe Connole (Jean) of Butte, Mot 
tana, and Mrs. albert Saar! (Mary) of Kase, 
Be 

‘rs. Olson dled at Eckvill in December of 
13805 and Mr" Olson in August of 1848. They 
homesteaded two miles south of Eckvile, on 
What Is now Joe Rasmussen's place — SW Ii 
Ms, 

[Mr Olson was one of the frst setlers in the 
area and had for his mode of transport a horse 
and oxen hiched to a Wagon, with which he 
hauled supplies from fed Deer a two of three: 
day trip), He followed the tral whieh passed 
through tne ‘Burnt Lake ‘country, Mr.” Olson 
Cleared lot of land for himeelt and other 
‘elghbors, doing it the hard way — with grub hoe 
4nd axe. He also bult many log bulldings In the 
rea, some of whlch sl stand toda" Somme have 
Been covered with siding. so that they are no 
Toger recogaizable as log buildings, One exam 
leis the old Gustavson house, some wo or thre 
fnlles northwest of Bekville He made most of 
bls tools out of old serap iron from whieh he 
fashioned, among ofher things, skils and pole of 
biren and willow. Mr Olson skied a great deal 
during ais litetime. 

“He handmade fish nets and boats, with which 
he reaped a harvest of diferent fish trom the 
Medicine River, which bisects the homestead 
He ad nis own smote house and produced many 
Aelicous meals of smoked fs Many of the 
Saunas around’ the district were of his 
raftsmanship, and many people ofthe distlet 
‘enjoyed hls saunas on a Saturday night 








MICHABL ONOFRYSZYN FAMILY 
‘lke Onotrssey emigrated trom Poland to 
southern Alberta in 192, He worked for farmers 
{ora short time, then took a job as section man 
with the CNR. Tn 1985 hls wite, Maria, and only 
son, Jarvis, came from Poland to jon him 
"phe family’s first home was Scotild, Aber. 
{a and a year later they moved to Youngstown, 
The family had been farmers in Poland $0 when 








Mike transferred tothe CN section at Eckl, i 
vas only natural they would return to the land, 
‘They purchased the od John Johnson homestead 
{vo ad oneal mile north of town, In 1948 they 
tmaved tothe old Hekford place onealle novi of 
‘own, They moved othe town of Eek. In 1953. 

‘Mike fetired from the CNR. in 182, and 
passed away in October, 198. His wife, Marla, 
bussed away In September of 183 


JARVIS ONOFRYSZYN FAMILY 

Jarvis Onatryszyn married Evelyn Smale of 
the Gilby district in May 1952 and Took over 
farming his parents" land, making thelr home on 
the oid Belford homestead 

‘Pour daughters arrived to bless thelr tie: 
Elaine in 1958, Sharon in 1955, Noreen ia 1868 and 
Karen in 1969. The family has been very Involved 
Inve community over the years, taking active 
parts in the St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, 
Farmers Union, Curling Cub, Home & Schoo! 
H Club work and local peltcs 

‘The three oldest daughters graduated trom 
the Eckville High School. Flaine. married 
Uconard Engen ofthe Gilby strict. They nave 
butit anew nome onthe fest farm purehased by 
Mike Onofryseym and have one son, Trent. 

‘Sharon martled David Lemke ofthe Diamond 
Valley strict and they have made thelr home 
fn the Waldemar Lemice farm and have a 30M 
Nathan, 

Noreen distingushed herself in the 4H Club 
‘movement by winning the Alberta LH Premler’s 
‘Award for 077, She is attending Red’ Deer 
Cates. 

Karen attends the Eekville Elementary 
school, 








OPHUS, PEDER — by Jean Ophus 

Peder and Thora Ophus were marzled in 
Norway in 147, and came to Canada in June, 
190, bringing with them three chldren: Carre, 
born In Mareh, 1908, vor, bora in May, 191, and 
Sohanta, bore in October, 1913, Upon arrival in 
Ganada ney sted in the Asker citrict, east ot 

Th the spring of 1920 they moved to the 





















Springdale area, Here another daughter, Mary, 
‘Was bora in Novernber, 190. tn 1828 they moved 
To Bentley and in 1927 to Lacombe. Peaer was 


painter by trade in Norway and continued this 
trade and also did carpentry work in every area 
Inwhieh he lived 

Tn 1990 he family moved to the Bekvitle ds 
trict, setling on the NW. 2540-65, They lived, 
there unt 188 when they moved tothe town of 
Enkviie. Ivar stil owned this quarter of land 
‘when they moved and it was tented by Elias 
Dysland for several years 

‘Thora was an excellent seamstress and did 
sowing for many people as well as her own fami 
Iy. Her sewing was all done on & hand-operated 
sewing machine (ot a readle machine) Brought 
from Norway, and she never owned a different 
machine 

‘Peder was a quiet soft spoken man, and in is 
later years iked nothing better than to spend his 
time ‘playing games. with hls. grandchildren 
Peder ‘passed aay in April of 193 and Thora a 
‘Apri of 196, 

‘in 1827 Carrie married Burton Shales, who 
‘came from Lacombe. For a time they lived on 
the farm at Lacombe where Burt farmed with 
his father, William Shales, The William Shales 
Also ved in exile in thelr retirement years, 

Burt and Carrie lived in the Gilby area. and 
then in Beth Columb, eturaing from Betish 
Columbia they purchased the SW. 18403 W5, 
fand farmed there until moving to the town of 
Eekville, Burt and Carnie had’ two chosen 
etildzen, Amold and Linda 

CCarsle passed away in April, 255 and Burt in 
8 








OPHUS, VAR — by Jean Ophus 

War Opus was born in Norway on May 15, 
sil and eame with his parents To Canada In 
June, 116. He lived in several parts of Alberta 
ipefore.setiing on the NW. 2403-5 In the 
Gilby area in 180 

War spent many winters working in the 
lumber camps. Justa Yew ofthe many men he 
worked with are Alex, Rodger and Bil Lawion, 
Erle Bardenhagen, Burton Shales and Arthur 
Garbutt Carpentry work, construction ‘work, 
Sd grinding feed, are ony a few of the Jobs he 
fred to, node to arn a ving 

in Apel 1958 he was united in marriage to 
Jean Late and they bought 2 house in Eckl 
‘There are six ehldren in thls family, a daughter 
fand a eon, Geneva and Maurice Clark, by Jean's 
Previous’ marriage. ‘The eldest daughter, 
Geneva, bora on February 21, 185 completed 
her schooling in Eekville and trained at the 
Royal Alexandra. Hosplial in Edmonton to 
Yvecome a registered nurse 

‘in December, 1967 she married James Burk, 
who came from the Sundre area, James was a 
Teacher and laught at Sundre and Stoney Plain 
before joining the Department of Education in 
Edmonton, Geneva worked at the Olds, Sundre 
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land Royal Alexandra Hospital as well as tive 
Years af the W.M. Cross Cancer Insite In Ea 
Faonton. In Ociober, 1970 James transferred to 
the Saskatchewan bepariment of Agricultare 
fang they moved to Regina. 

“They have two children, a daughter JU! and 
son Tay. 

Maurice Clark was born August 13, 1948 and 
took all of is sehocing at Eckl. Since lea 
ing sehool he has worked af several Jobs. in 
cluding McGregor Power and Telephone in 1967 
When the underground telephone cables were i 
Stalled inthe Eexile area, tn Fly, 1967 he mar 
Hed Harriet Molander, eldest daughter of Fred 
land Frances Molander they have moved around 
fo various parts of Alberta, Including Calgary, 
where Maurice worked for the Canadiaa 
Imperial Bank of Commerce and also operated 
fan Relectrieal Business, In 19% they purchased 
the S.-i, 24035 fiom Harold. Molander, 
northwest of Eekville, and are living there 

‘Maurice Is very fond of horses and buys, el: 
Ing and training them, They have to chlren — 
‘a daughter, Mlcheley and son, Clinton 

Cheryl, born December 23, 1953, graduated 
from High Sehool n Beeville i 171. After leav 
Ing school she has been employed continuously 
at the Alberta School Hospital, now known at 
‘Mlchener Centre. In January, 19%, she married 
Geratd'Burdinsky, who Is ermployed at Menzies- 
Herbert Sash and’ Door in Red Deer, 

Duane, horn April 2,185, completed hs high 
school in’ ekvile and after one year at the 
University of Alberta ls employed by the Cana 
Glan Imperial Bank of Commerce, He Is present 
Jy working In Edmonton, 

Tle, bern on April 15, 1986, tok hls elemen- 
tary and Junior high schooling in Eekville and ls 
high ‘sehoel at the Composite High Shoot in 
Lacombe, He has worked in varios construction 
Jobs and is presently working with his brother 
Maurice. 
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Melanie was born on June 1, 1967 andis fondly 
‘known as our "Centennial Baty.” Ske s attend 
Ing Pekville Elementary School 

in 1896 Ivar and Jean purchased the SE. 16- 
52.N'S from Jean's dad, Levi Lut, and farmed 
there uo! 1804, 

‘In WOH Ivar and Jean sold this quarter to 
Stanley and Charlotte Whitney and the quarter 
northwest of Gilby to Fllas Dyrland. They then 

urchased he Ej 18-3838 fom Mrs. John 
Fin Armstrong 

During the Years of thelr marriage, along 
with his. farming. operations, ‘Ivar had done 
‘carpentry work, drove a school is, and was 
employed for 12 years as a battery operator by 
‘varlous ol companies, in 874 they sold the farm 
To-Gearge and Blaine Burkholder and purehasea 
‘2 house from Hans and Helen Coppens in the 
toon of Bekele: Ivar is now employed at Kasha 
Farm Supplies, 


ORR, ME. AND MRS. JAMES AND 
FAMILY—by sylvia ‘Thorkm 

‘Mr, and Mrs. James Orr came originally 
trom Ontario Yo tne Eekvile district about 196 
‘They farmed the NE Zo W3. Both were 
community spirited people, belonging to various 
Srganlaations, Mrs, Ore was a member of te 
local UP.W.A. during the years. 

“They had five elldren: Jessie, Andy, Nelle, 
John and Walter. Jessie was employed in the 
‘Eektille Hotel for a number of years, 

"The annual Sports Day and Pienlewas held on 
Victoria Day (May 28) and was always a very 
fala affalr 2nd was well attended. Some years 
Dlane rides were avallable for a fee. Jeasie was 
fone who went up fora ride, and coming infor 2 
Tanaing’ the plane hit the’ telegraph line and 
crashed, The plane was a wreck, and the 
passenger, Jesse, recelved a broken arm. 

‘When lst known, Jesste had married and as 
living. in Courtney, B.C, John and. Walter 
attended Eevile School. in 103 the Orrs held 
‘an auction sale and returned to Ontario, 











PORTER, MRS. MARGARET N, — 1881-1971 — 
by Laura’ Marshall 

My mother, Mrs. Porter, emigrated 
Canada "In 180, from Middlesbrough, Yorks, 
Englana. 

‘She married Harry W. Porter in 008. From 
this nlon were born seven ehlldren, Laura 
(Marshall), James, Malcolm, Walter, eel and 
Margaret (Steenson), My tather was called up at 
the outbreak of World War I, as he was in what 
was known vas’ the territorials, and was 
[2utomatieally called at the outbreak of the wa, 
He was seriously wounded in 1816 and ed from 
the wounds. Ta like to point out here that my 
‘mother had to pay for the blanket he was buried 
{ny out ofthe pittance the Imperial Government 
‘Was paying war widows, Sure, he was awarded 
Several medals, but does that feed and clothe 8 
‘ridow and seven ehildren? 











At the close of the first war my, mother 
deeded to come to Canada, 3s she had two 
brates in Alberta. First she came fo Chinook. 
fd, az she Aad had a great deal of experience i 
{isi ald and maternity work, she was n demand 
shen news got around that she was profielent in 
These fields 

In 1905 she came to Condor and was busy 
malniy in maternity work. Many" baby’ she 
Givered without the ald ofa doctor. At frst she 
went oat to the homes. Here she fook care of 
Imother ind babe, cooked, did the laundry and 
{ook eae of ether members ofthe fray. Allis 
was done. without the ald of modern con- 
‘enienees such as We know today 

1h 1898 the late Dr. A. Somerville persuaded. 
ter fo move to Bexley and in January of 1928 
the opened and operated a nursing home, The 
‘House, located across the street from the bakery, 
how decupled by the Wally Hanford famy, 
Became the first nursing home. Many of 16 
fhildren barn there are now grandparents. My 
fist two enlldren were bora there, Mavis belng 
bom without fhe ald ofa doctor. At that time Dr 
Somerville went to Leslieville every” Tuesday 
Shi held oftice hours. It was on a Tuesday that 
Mavis decided to enter the world. The doctor had 
{ogo and isolate a numberof iafectiousalseases 
that day and's0 the baby wwas born before he 
returned to Eekville 

‘Aer vo years the government started to ln 
terfere, and’ wanted a Tot of lnformation In 
egard to patient care, ete. As a result, mother 
{ecides for move back tothe farm at Condor. In 
‘he meantime Dz. Somerville had left Rekvile 
lind Dr Claxton took over, My mother regardea 
oth birth and death as of Serious nature, and 
fhe felt that Drs Claxton was too Indifferent in 
fliker case, Many of her former patients stil 
‘ranted her In attendance at the birth of their 
babies, and they also passed the word around 
that patlents could expect good are. Conse- 
(qe, Mother reservea one bedroom In her 
ome to be used as a materalty room 

Th 1944 she moved to Calgary where she 
Joined the Red Cross.-About this ime the war 
‘Wounded were returning 89 she agaln Took up her 
Gulls of serving coffee, doughnuts, ete. to the 
Felurning soldiers. In about 1949 Mother moved 
te Red Deer to make her home with brother, 
Walter 

With the influx of war wives, many sith 
‘ables and ttle ones, Mother was ta her element 
fgain, Cols were set Up and bables bathed and 
{giving the mothers chance to rst after the 
Tong journey trom gland. Afterall hs excite 
ment was over mather took a breather, except 
for her ehuren work at the Cathedral Churen of 
the Redeemer 

‘Mother still made her nome with Walter unt 
her falling health required that she enter the 
Father Lacombe Home at Midnapore, She was & 
pallet there for three years. She fell and broke 





her hip and didn’t recover from the operation 
of setting 

(Of Mrs. Porter, all can say “Well done, sood 
snd faithful servant 


PURNELL, LLOYD AND VERNA — by Verna 
Parnel 

“oy and Verna were both born at Ponoka, 
‘Alberta, and were married there on August 31, 
it 

‘Th the fall of 1949 they moved to Eekville 
Alberta. Lloyd and his brother-in-law, Denny 
Sheppard, bought. the Internation! Harvester 
Dbusiness trom Hus Eastman, Mr. Verne Starr 
(Grtiom many will remember) was 2one manager 
inthis area ‘or the International Harvester 
(Company at ‘that time, ‘They operated. the 
business in the bullding whlch Is nov the Legion 
Hall unt the speing of 1938. Lloyd tien worked in 
Red Deer for Nance Company untl September 
1359, at whieh time he sarted working for the 
County of Lacombe as school bus foreman for 
Ecce. He le sil working for the County In 
that position, 

‘Dengy and Hazel Sheppard and family moved 
to Red Beer In 1959 

Lloyd and’ Verna have two sons and one 
daughter, Brian Lleya was bora Janvary 6, 1850, 
fand.was married fo Margaret Derk in Edmonton 
fn August 17, 1874. They now reside in Edson, 
‘Miverta, where Brian works at the Hudson Bay 
Gas Plant 

‘Kenneth Edward was born March 10,954 and 
‘was married to funny Hughes in June, 1876, They 
Feslde at Hckville. Ken works for’ McGregor 
‘Telephone and Power, erecting steel towers for 
the Calgary Power lines. 

‘Patrila Leanne sas born February 8, 1856 
and was married to Duane ngman on February 
42, 177, They live on Duane’s farm In the New 
Hin aistrit south of Eekville. Pat works for the 
Hudson Bay Gas Plant south of Exkvile, 





QUANTZ, HAROLD FAMILY 

‘There 1s something about small-town 
friendliness that one appreciates. This was the 
feeling of Harold (formerly from Alliance, 
‘Alberta)"‘and’ Dorothy” [Vile from Rimbey, 
‘Alberta) as they moved fram Calgary to Eekvtle 
{n August 1858, Since Harold had a brother ere 
tnd the Town is close to Rimbey, and we were 
‘le torent a house, we arrived in time for our 
ldest chil, Carol, fo start Grade 1 In Eek 
Harola id carpenter work ana was employed on 
the bullding of the south adation to the schoo. 

‘Because Harold was feeling aeall to enter the 
Ccarstian euinistry, Wwe moved to Redcift n 
December 1950: but came back to Eekville it 
August 1962 a5 the minister inthe local Church ot 
the Nazarene. With the help of many people gl 
Ing of thelr labor and their tinances the present 
thureh bullding Was erected betwoen 1863 and 
‘6s, 

‘Our youngest child, Marilee, started school 





here, and although we were away for seven 
yearé (two in High Prairie and five tn Calgary 
fast) she was in the graduating class with those 
‘ell whom she had Started fo school. 

‘Our son, Jerry, marsied Cindy Taylor trom 
Calgary and they have two children, Chris and 
Angela. Jerry” enjoys. playing hockey with 
former classmates nd “rlends. Our children 
lived here during thelr Julor years, so consider 
Eckiille tele home town, When we were travel 
ling between Rimbey" and Calgary, we often 
Stopped to greet frends. 

‘Male new friends but Keep the 0 
(One ts allver; the other fs gold 

‘We probably hold record, as we have lived 
In okie during three aferent periods of ime 
fora total of 1 years at the ime of writing, In 
{21 year span. We appreciate the flendship and 
ladnesses which Have been shown fo us over 


QUANT?, HERBERT 
‘Minisier inthe Church of the Nazarene in 
okie 19541961 
Terbert and Jean Quantz, with three children 
(Douglas, Karen and Donne), came to Bekvle 
4n 195416 be pastor in the local Church of the 
Nazarene. Herbert had. taken three-year 
course at Canadian Nazatene College in Red 
Der ater having been discharged from the Alt 
In Red Deer and later sn Vletola, B,C, Herb 
worked for T: Eaton Company, but feling that 
(Goa's wil was for him tobe ithe mist, he 
Subsequently accepted the pastorate here tn 
Ecille. He clerked in Jenkin's grocery store 
as well as doing pastoral preaching and visting 
Leaving neve n bei he moved fo Calgary and 
attended the University of Calgary, where he 
falda Degree in Education. For number of 
Sears te was both teacher and pastor. but 1s 
‘currently teaching in Drurseller te activein the 
focal ehureh, and supplles as minister when 
needed 











RALPH, ALLAN AND IRENE, 

(On January 24,187, John Alexander Ralph 
was born, the fist son of Joseph and Elizabeth 
Ralph at Port Perry, Ontario. On December 16 
1885, Sisan Albertha Morgan was born, the 110 
enlld of ‘Thomas end Catherine Morgan at 
Sandhill, Ontario, tm March of 18 ine Morgan 
family moved to Treherae, Manitoba, 

‘AS a youn’ man, Jack Ralph moved to the 
‘Teehemne area where he mel and later married 
‘Susan Morgan on December 25, 1906 n Jana, 
AMT they moved {o what lait became the Nat 
‘Mountain district of Saskatchewan. It was nat 
‘ntl! April, 208 that the young Mrs: Ralph saw 
another white woman, witen new settlers tally 
arrived 

‘In 1801, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph welcomed into 
thelr nome their ehosen son, Allan, whowas bern 
In Winnipeg, Manitoba on Novernber 18,198, 














In 1814, the Nut Grove Sehool District No, 2024 
‘came into being. twas inthis school that Alan 
Fecelved hls firs 10 years of education He later 
fraduated in Saskatoon fn 1045, belng the frst 
gent ofthe Nut Grove Sehool fo graduate from 
high school, He entered the teaching profession 
InSeptember 18i5 and taught for three Years. It 
1852 he graduated from ‘Two Rivers Bible 
Institute at Cartea, Saskatchewan, 

Ta July, 185, Susan Ralph passed away at 
Kelviegton, ‘Saskatchewan “at the age of 6 
Years. Her husband, Jack Ralph, passed aay. 
like months later, on January’ 4 ast, aso at 
‘Keivington, at the age of 79 years 

George Brown Il! was’ born In Preston, 
England on October 13,1897. He immigrated 6 
(Canada after the first World War, having served 
in ills Majesty's armed forees. In 1998 he 
‘married Mary (May) Black of Belfast, Northern 
Treland, Their daughter Irene was bora on Oc 
{ber 25,1890 and theron Gordon on October 21, 
1535. ME. HI had one daughter, Frances, by 3 
previous matrlage. May fll passed avtay’on 
Roverbor 25, 10 at the age o dp years. George 
passe aeay on March 2,168 at te ae ot 




















In 1955 Allan Ralph moved to. Vancouver, 
Bc, where he was employed by the B.C 
‘Telephone Company for more than 10 years. He 
met and later married Irene fll on July 36,1051, 
In 1866 he returned to teach at’ Leader 
‘Siskatenowan for four years, In lhe accepted 
the position of French teacher In the kvl 
Sunior-Senlor High School, where ho’ 1s stl 
‘mplayed In it Inene Ralph began working st 
the newly-emploved "Treasury. Branches: of 
‘Alberta office in December, 1970 at Rimbey 
‘Alberta where she continues t0 Work, 


RANDALL, FAMILY — by Ernest Barlund 
(Charle’ Erick, and Elmer Randall were born 
4m Finland, Ther father E- E, Randall filed on 
hls Homestead the NE_30-8.3-W8 about the turn 
of the century 
CHARLES RANDALL fled on his homestead 
NW 10°3.3:05 later than hs dad, about 1908, He 








came tothe istrict from Butte Montana withthe 
fetata family (Henry Hietala stl lives on hls 
fither's homestead one and one al! miles east of 
Randall's farm) 

(Charles wanted a homestead with timber to 
bull with and water for livestock, so he Bult on 
the wes! side ofthe Medicine River. 

"The Hudson Bay tall crossed the river by the 
Randall farm, All the first nomesteader® like 
Exick Randall and my dad, Franke Barlun, 
(ravelled. the Hudson Bay tall to. thelr 
omesteads north of Leslieville. 

When on the homestead they hed hardships 
with cattle dying of blacdeg and other diseases 
{is there vas no vaceination in those days, 

One ime when coming home from Red Deer 
with clothing’ for himself, and. family and 
Broceries and otter supplies he had a near 
Estastropne. Tae river had become migher due to 
Spring run-o. Walle erossing, the brand nev 
‘agon box came loose fram the Wagan and up. 
‘spilling contents in te river. Allthe supplies 
nd the box were lost. The hofses and wagon 
barely made ite shore, and Charles near lost 
Nislife He sal itt had not been for his son Ein 
Gn shore, fling fim "Come on ded: you can 
‘ake I, fry again, he would have given up for 
he Was Just about played out In the cold and 
‘murky water 

Carle wanted hls sons to, got a. college 
cation or better, but they aid not have: a 
{chance on the farm, Eno and Arme were the fst 
Sdents al the old Eekvile sehos!. 

‘Charle farmed uni about 195, then he had a 
sale and left for Reiner, Washingion to make a 
home on an aereaye. He took a job as carpenter 
win the Libby Co 

ino flashed callege and started in insurance 
business in Seale 

“Arne finished his education and became a 
teacher, then a. principal at Mossyback 
‘Washingion and later ag inspector of sehools in 
Alaska, and olner American pola. 

Relao Became a. professor 
alensburg Washington 

‘My aunt and Uncle Charles, died afew years 
ago, Ame dled efter a lengthy ness on August 
ijt at Polson Montana. ERICK RANDALL 
homesteaded on the SW 25404-W5 (the T. 
Helkkinen land). He was a. trustee for" the 
Usafland sehool, and a councilor for the 
LCesevile area, Exiek had 9 university educa 
tion im Stockholm 20 he sas well qualified. 

Tae farmed Until about 193, when ls wie 
died, Then he sold the farm to Helkinens and 
eft or Toronto. Tae log barn that Erick bullt 
Sil Stands on ihe ill in Thelma Helkxinen's 
yar 

Teks'swite was a Finn Swede who was very 
fuuent inthe Swedish, Finnish and English 
languages. She foo, served on the Leafland 
school board for many years. They didnot have 
ny enldren, 

‘Aller his wile died and before he lett for 

















ot Arts at 


Toronto, Erick remarried, the lady w 
Helkkinen's sister 

ELMER RANDALL homesteaded the SE 26 
405:W5. He had two sons, Roy and Irvine, who 
live In British Columbia where they have Been 
loging, Elmer lett the homestead and dled 
many years ago. 


MATTHEW (Marr) 
(PAANANEN) RAUHALA’ 

‘Matthew and Alma Rauhala were married on 
Suly’3, 1816. Thy Ived in he Usona area forfour 
Years before they moved to the Feo distrit, 
Borthwest of Ponoka, in 1920. where they lived 
for 30 years, In June, i810, they retired and 
‘moved to Ecce 

Mr and Mrs. Rauhala Rave two sons, who 
both tive in Red Deer. Emil and is wife” Ann, 
Rave two sons and one daughter. Henry and his 
‘vile, Barbara, nave one boy and one gil 

‘Ot the Rauhala’s four daughters, the oldest, 
Dagmar, who marzied Roy Rook, ives in Alber. 
fa Beach and has five sons. Martha and her hus 
band, Franle Jones, have recently bought a farm, 
near’ Eekvilie. ‘They have one son aad one 
Saughter, Dorothy and her husband, Derrick, 
Lawton, ive in Hekvihe and they have three 
Gaughters. Elma and her husband, Ray Kelm, 
liven Rimmbey. Mr and Mrs. Raunala also have 
2 number of great-grandchildren, 

TINI96H Mat and Alma ler to Finland, where 
they had a pleasant time visting with relatives, 
On July 3, 866 they celebrated thelr Soin wed: 
ing anniversary, with open house for family and 
friends. Matt passed avay on December 23,197, 

‘ma greatly enjoys doing handicrafts and 
‘makes most ofthe gifs she gives away. She aften 
Tends a helping hand fo others. She belangs to a 
Whist lub, and takes part in the activities of the 
Fekville and District Priendship Club. She con 
fines to live in her own home in Eekvile 


Matt 





AND ALMA 








RHODES, WALTER AND BLLA 

‘Walter Douglas was bora in Douglas, North 
Dakota, US.A. in February 188, He came to 
‘Beverly, Saskatchewan as a smal child with is 
parents Mr. and Mrs. Mark M Rhodes, ‘They 
Farmed for many" years and his tather was 
levator agent there. They returned te USA 
{o Alhambra, Californa, for afew years andi 
Mes moved back to Canada. Walter wen! 10 
School in Beverly and Alhambra. 

Tr Elia 1, Bassett “was born in Crocker, 
Missouri, US.A. in September 1910 and came 13 
the homestead at Cowan, Manitoba with my’ par 
fais, Mr. and Mrs. Jay D. Basset, inthe spring 
Isis, We moved fo Travers, Alberta to my 
Unele Guy. Basset’ farm in he spring of 813 
‘We were lucky To eseape the Tsi8819 flu, We 
Walked the three tiles home trom school many 
limes through the dust storms that gradually 
teovered the Russian thistles Inthe fence lines 
‘Travers was a lovely ttle town othe wide open 
Prairie but by 1923 we were "broke" and gave up 








and went to Woonsocket, South Dakota where we 
farmed with grandfather that year, In the spring 
(Of 192, we eame back to Canada to Taber, Alber. 
ta and to irigation farming. T went to Ingelview 


tnd Gold Colt seaools in Travers and 3iiwalkee 
‘and Woonsocket “setools in. South Dakota. In 
Taber attended Central schoo! then took a cor 
pete dressmaking and designing course. 

The depression. vears were hard on the 
prairie, We worked at anything. we could, 
Fogardiess ot condions, hours of pay. 1 hoed, 
Sugar beets at $12.50 per acre (my limit Was five 
acres) thinning, boeing, topping and pling — 
{ok all summe®. One sinter we forted pea eed 
for the Broder Canning Company in a cold old 
mill for 25 cents an hou. We wore our Dad's un 
Serwear, overalls, and heavy wool socks with 
fvershoes. Our crew of eight gins were on night 
Shift and we had fun, My’ etter employment was 
‘cook onthe cook-ear at harvest me for 85.008 
day, starting with breakfast about daylight and 
finighing at 11 pam. 

Walter and {net in Taber at my folks nome in 
tg78 and were married in the Taber United 
Church Manse on January'®, 1833. We went t0 
Mle for six moaths and then returned to Taber 
fand lived in a 12" by 12” shack on 10 acres of 
Irvigated land. This shack had been a brooder 
house for baby chicks, We cleaned it well and put 
Ina new floot and covered the walls with gray 
building paper with ath on each sige of the to 
By fours fo hold it ihere 

Walter (Dusty) came to Red Deer with a 
‘rush-outing out in the spring of 1868. He cut 
‘brush n the Red Deer area and for a number of 
farmers in the Eckville district” In late 
September he brought Douglas and me here 
from ‘Athabaska' where we. were visting his 
folks. ‘That first winter, we lived on Myles 
Scowan’s farm north of Eckvlle, where Batch 
now lives. That winter was very’ ale tnt the 
Gay before Caristmas when i snowed and warned 
‘very cold, Wewere new tothe country and had 




















































cut any wood so we were busy saving and spl 
{ing if all winter. Our good aelghbour, Hans 
‘Moos loaned usa team toad the logs home We 
moved fo Fred Moos" farm Inthe spring of 1938, 
When not busy of the farm Walter Worked for 
Alfred'Knna in his welding shop — this shop 
inter belonged to Luther Finley. We needed this 
fexira work because We were noi Yo be pala UB 
Siier harvest. We farmed for Fred ‘until 
‘Winter of 1941" when we moved. Into 
Bardentagen's ttle nouse in. Eekville 35, 
Douglas ad started school. That winter Walter 
‘worked in Calgary returning in the spring 10, 
‘Work for the Lacombe Munlelpal District on oad, 
‘construction, ‘The Winter of 192 he was mall 
‘carrer for RR. 2. He became foreman of the 
oad construction in the spring of 1943 and was, 
‘here unt ate fal f 1847, construction work in 
Summer and snow plowing in winter. He th 
‘went south where he dla construction work for 
‘many’ years, In 191 he went fo Brllsh Columbla 
where he presently resides. Some of is crew 
Here were Bob Matthews, Herb Matthews, Louls 
Mitzner, Herb Hlley, Alfred Kinna, Clarence 
Haarstaa, Stan Leavsley, and Pranic Wine as 
00k, 

Walter played the Hawallan guitar and sang 
at many partles, concerts and played for dances 
in an orehestra with John Vita Robert Kinns, 
Bob Matthews and others. Alfred Kinna had at 
Amplifier whieh not many orchestras had at that 
fime. Tae’ dances were held in barns, schools, 
land hells. Tespeclally remember one wedding 
ance at Gilby. Tt was one of our long rainy 
Spells, the roads were in poor condition and the 
te north trom town was under construction with 
the road erew camped near town. We went to the 
ddance by this road, driving In the dltehes to pass 
the road construction and we decided to return 
by the west road. At the hall We parked front ot 
the door and we discovered later hat someone 
haa stolen our gas when we ran out at Fellx 
Matthew's farm, We obtained gas trom Waldo 
Reabi's farm, had eotfe withthe Matthews and 
Started out again. It was raining so hard and we 
were sllding around and stuck so many mes 

















that we ran out of gas again. By this time we 
were tired, hungry and muddy. [Was getting 
ight again and we were worrled about our 
ttldzen: I ranted to walk but couldn't in spike 
heels The Maki boys came along and fook me 
home brought back gas forthe ear and flowed 
‘Walter home, We were lucky tohave Mes, Clara 
Bromling baby’siting. She was sill there and 
wondering what we were up fo. Te next day we 
heard tht the police were stuck inthe new grade 
light and one ofthe road erew had startea tke 
Scat" and pulled them out when he came from 
the dance. 

We were happy to stay in Eckville where we 
had met so many ‘lee people. Some. couldnt 
Speak much English but someone was always 
‘here to translate for us The “Bath House” was 
‘new experlence for us and we iked it. We en 
Joyed the visting nd lovely lnehes afterwards, 
‘Werused to-go out west fishing, berry picking, 
camping or just driving witt Lily and August 
Sor, Mary ana Fred Moos and their tamilies 
‘and haa wonderful times, lots of beries and ish 

‘ald dressmaking for many yearsin Eek 
1 was the first Librarian when the’ Parkland 
Regional Library opened in the soa! in 1956. [ 
tnjoyed the Library, students, teachers and peo 
Ble sto came for books. Talso went fo the Home 
{ind Sehoo! convention for Bekvile that year In 
November 195, 1Teft the Library to work in Dr 
Glosoa'sotfice and stayed on with Dr. Swala un: 
UT etired tn 1987 duc toi healt, sti ive in 
Eckville on par of the aeze we DoUghtoUtSie af 
fom nts Tia ace has ten subvid into 

Weave three children, Dovglas, LeRoy and 
Jacquelyn 

‘Douglas was born in my folks home in Taber 
ln September 1888 and came to Eckvile in 188. 
His history Is elsewhere in this book. 

‘LeRoy was born in the old hospital Saari's 
touse) in" August 1842. He went to. ekville 
Sehool, was a cadet under Mr. ss when he was 
10 veats old and never was oid enough to go to 
cadet camp while we had cadets bere. He worked 
St the Comp Store, Eexville, the Tivdson Bay 
Store, Rocky Mounfain House, then worked sith 
fn al crew, later moving to Brooks, He had a 
‘Tani business there and drove ambulance atthe 
fame time, He did painting for ave then was 
‘employed by an oll Company, his present job. He 
tnarried June Rath of Brooks. They Rave @ son 
Bradley, and daughter Trena, and’ a'son Brent 
(deceased). ‘Tey reside In Brooks. 

“Jecquelyn Was born at the Bekvile Hospital 
tn Maren 1947. She went to the Ekle Sehool 
and worked at oda Jabs, babysitting, rong and 
af the Elgene restaurant for Gene and’ Ella 
Salsauter. She married Parl Dyrland of Leedale. 
‘They have a trucking business and haul for 
Great West Feeds in Red Deer and reside in Red 
Deer. They had two children, Shelley (deceased 
February 187) and Bartley who atlends River 
Glen school 











‘THE DOUG RHODES FAMILY — by Mrs. 
Rhodes 


Doug Rhodes came to Eckville as a small 
chad with his parents, and took his schooling 
here. After canpletinghis education he worked 
fon a selsmle crew and in a lumber camp at 
Nordegg. Following ths, ne worked for Chester 
ashe for a summer, in 1996 he started working 
for Art Langer where he worked for 13 years, 
earning the trade of television and radio techn! 
clan, He atlended Southern Alberta Institute of 
‘Teehgology in Calgary where he furthered bis, 
(eaining 

Doug married the former Georgina 
Reltmeler of Benalto, and they have. three 
daughters, Holly (Mrs. Glenn Carnell) of Red 
Deer, ‘rual and Tamm. ‘They also have (0 
‘randchildren, Ryan and Christa, 

Tn 1981 Doug and Georgina started thelr own 
business in'a small room tn the back of Art 

anger's shop, and in 1972 they moved thelt 
Ibusiness to the former Kinne bullding on Main 
Street, whlch they later purehased. In 1977 they 
‘renovated the bullding and bullt an adtion onto 
the back of i 

'As well as operating hls own business, Doug 
has worked at many diferent jobs. He worked 
part time as rouble shooter for Eekville Mutual 
Felephones, Northwestern Uilites, and Calgary 
Power, as well as being projectionst atthe local 
‘theatre and operating ¢ school bus for Gene 
Lazzer. Doug has been a member of the local 
aluntcer fire department for 22 years, the last 
even ofthese fs chiet He snow the past mayor 
of the Town of Bekele 

Doug was a member of the cadets for several 
‘years and attended camps at Vernon, B.C. and 
Dundurn, Saskatchewan. He also played 
hockey with the Eekville Eagles, and baseball 
wth the Eekville Club, He lea former president 
Ot the Eckville Fish and Game Association. He 
enjoys fishing, camping and. canoeing in. his 
Spare time, and also does abit of cross-country 
Shing 

‘Georgina worked fora short time at the local 
hospital; he Co-op stove, and then Tor seven 
Years at the telephone office. she started the 
ESL. group in 156, along with Donna Wilson, 
‘whose husband, Harvey, was local manager of 
Revelstoke Lumber, and continued as leader of 
this group for three years. She was alse an active 
ember of St. Pauls choir for several years. At 
{he time of writing, Georgina has been a member 
of the Order of Hyal Purple No. 285, Benallo 
[lodge for the last years, and works ful ime at 
the store 

‘Holly took her education in Eckvile, where 
sie was on the cheerleading team. She was a 
‘member of Explorers, CGT, and Junior Cho, 
She taught Sunday School at St. Paul's 
Presbyterian Chureh for three years. She is now 
Jeept busy with her young family 

"Trudi was a member of C.O.C’s and Ex 
plorers, and is sill attending CGT, She also 

















taught Sunday school, san ardent artist and en 
Joys sewing, cooking and babysltting. She would 
lige to became an interior destgner upon comple 
tlon ot High Schoo. 

“Tammi also was a member of C.0.C.'s and 
Explorers, and of St. Paul's Sunday Sehool. She 
enjoys fighland Dancing, whieh she hopes 10 
{each. She also enjoys he pet dog, "Bashful” 
She enjove sports, musie, camping, travelling 
and babysitting. 

Last summer the family enjoyed a three 
week trip to the Yukon and Alaska along sith 
Doug's mother, Ella Rhodes, and’ Geocgina’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Rellmeler of Red 
Beer. they also. took Georgina’s nlece and 
nephews, Robble and Leah Reltmeler of Calgary 
‘They ad a very good trip and Would like 10 
feturn to the beautiful Yukon again In afew 

“Although the familly is kept busy with thelr 
business and thelr many and varied actives, 
they’ enjoy living and Working in the growing 
conmunity of Eekvile, 


‘THE RED RICE FAMILY 

Red (Harley) Rice Was the youngest of 12 
children born to Chale and Anaie Rice oa May 
2, 1998 at Viking, Alberta. They farmed at Vik 
ing unt Feed was in Junior high, then retired and 
mved to Lacombe 


Re an Mary At Ri, Spee 886. 


‘Mary Ann, youngest of six children was born 
to Joe and Ingeborg Hansen on February 2, 1933 
al High Prairie, Alberta, One year later the 
Hansens moved to Batile Lake, Alberta where 
they Ived for seven years. After a few moves, 
they returned to Westerose country where they 
lived unl foe retired and moved To Wetaskiin, 

‘When aiary ann lett school she took Job at 
Lacombe hospital and soon met up With Red 
ce. They were married on September 1, 1956 at 
Westerose Church. ‘They lived a few months at 
Lacombe, then moved to Sundre where they 
Teslded for 10 years, Rea worked for Hudson's 
Bay and Canadian Superior, 

Red and Mary’ Ann have three daughters — 
Debbie Ann, born July 1, 1957 at Lacombe, Dom 
‘ha Marie, born April 2, 1989 af Oids, and Diana 

arlene, born June 9, 1865 at Olds. 

‘Tn 186d the Rices moved to Zeke, Rea went 
to work as a battery operator for Brinkerhot, 
Who sold out later that year to Sun Oil Co. Rea Is 
Sil with Sun OM. Mary Ann Worked a few years 
ata local grocery, frst called Sestrap and Co., 
then Ferguson Foods, She fs now employed a 
Casual help atthe Post Oftee 

‘On July 25, 19% Deoble marred Les Johnson, 
‘youngest son of Bul Johnson and the late Ei 
‘ohnson. (nee: Heitila) formerly of Eckvile: 
how retired at Sylvan Lake, Deb and Les lve at 
Rocky Mountain House where Les is employed 
by. Delta Controls. On August 28, 1977 they 
‘became the happy parents ota daughter, Marsie 

‘Donna is currently working at the Red Deer 
GGolfand Country Club and sharing an apartment 
ln Red Deer with Linda Armenea 

Diana ssl at home and a Grade9 student st 
Eelvlle Junior High, 

















JOHN AND VIRGINIA SAFRONOVICH — by 
‘Virginis Satronovieh 

“John Safronovich of Buck Creek, Alberta and 
Virginla. sida. were married In Red Deer, 
Alberta, on July'28, 199. Virginia graduated 
from Eekvile High Schoo! and was a bookeeper 
In the Bekvile Coop before her martiage. John 
‘Was employed inthe ol fleldsas/a derrick man, 

‘Aller thelr fourday weading celebration at 
the Pada farm, (whleh is tadional of Ukranian 
Coechoslovakian families) the young. couple 
‘went to live in a rented spartment in Olds. In 
‘August —a great surprise! John won a trip for 
{wo to Hawai. Since they hag not had'a honey 
‘moon, this was tt! 

They purchased a nouse trailer and traveled 
to several places following the rigs in Cental, 
Southern ana Northern Alberta. Randy was born 
‘Olds in 1980, and Deborah wasborn in Bekele 
{in 1961. By this time John was’ drlller, and 
every fow and then the piak trailer would be 
parked in the Psitla Yard, asthe rig moved tn 
[and out of the area, in 1962, Joha was involved a 
ft'eerious car aceldent near Gilby on his way 











































































home trom work. This aceldent kept him off the 
Job for three months 

By thls time the couple were tired of al the 
moving, and were eager to farm. After several 
{tes 10 borrow money from goverament agen 
flee, they found it was no-go" Finally, on 
November 12, 1963, they purchased the Clucas 
farm, which was one quafter of land. This took 
ail thelr savings and 2 foan trom the Eckvile 
Creat Union. Im the spring of 185 the quarter 
Was sold, making a few more dollars. Through 
Savings and another loan’ from the Eekvlle 
‘Gealt Union the Clarence Lute property, W 26 
‘35,5, was purchased. The home quarter was 
‘original owned by Mfrs, Junnila and the other 
by Mr. Gunnar Forse This was abig change for 
the whole famiy, as they had been used to ving 
nan 8by Soot taller for seven years. At that 
time the house seemed very large! 

“John continued working for Cactus Dring, 
as a tool push. BY 1968, he started hs own truck 
ing" company’ ~ Whattley ‘Trucking. Lid. He 
bought afl lin of farm machinery. Working on 
the rig and farming proved to be quite a 
Challenge. Virginia started driving the tractor, 
Neighbours knew when she did't all right 
‘here asthe fop of one hil that was never done! 
‘One year, at combining time, John was sent 0 


the United States. border for two: weeks. 
Everyone was wondering how ripe we wanted 
the erop to gel before harvesting he Well, 

get the crop In the bin tha year, aiso some fast 


Erte m Coutts, Alberta! 
‘One day Willis McGonlga, who was elevator 
ageat in Eckville, phoned (0 tell Jon that is 
{rain had been accepted for mall, and could he 
please hurry and haul three carloads right away 
Well, John, always belng ina hurry, was in the 
‘midst of builaingatruckbox: The ehd gate was 
{o be finished. He sawed the top of the end gate 
{or ihe hoe, instead of the bottom. There were 
ome fancy words, when he went fo putt ob the 





box. There was quite some laughing going on by 
the’ time he had fllshed hauling the three 
earloas of barley, with the hole in he top of the 
fend gate In the (rick box, 

They farmed for tive years, and then John 
sold his machinery and rented the land to Ralph 
‘Tatloc, who Is stil farming it today. In fhe spr. 
Ing of 1, the big hlp-roofed barn, whieh was 2 
‘Tanalla landmark, was torn down and burned, 
‘beng replaced by a large sel quonset 

Gary was born on August 28,1973 areal joy 
tothe whole family 

Sohn became interested ining. He obtained 
hls private plot's Heense in January 1914 and In 
February, with his instructor, lew a single 
engine plane to the Bahamas across the 600 mile 
Gultot Mexico to Mexice and then home again 
He became so. involved with fying’ that he 
Started. Centralia Business ‘Services Ltd. of 
Lacombe, in which he buys and sells alreraf 
Sohn Is a member of the Lacombe Fiving Club 
‘and also a member of the Benalto Elks, 

Ta July 274, Jon promote his frst ol well 
He formed, and was president of, Panther Oil 
Limited, of which fends and relatives held 
shares. Land was bought at Rea Water, and in 
September our first well was spuaded!? There 
‘were anxious moments towards the end of the 
Hole. ry well"The land has since een sold, But 
fhepe area few of us around that had the tel of 
Ariling thelr rt and last?? "oll wel” 

in the summer of 1b we took onthe profeet 
of Dullding’ an 1600square foot adaitio to our 
ome. ‘The last of the Junalla house went up in 
flames in June, 181, when the Eekville Fire 
Department came and burned it. With the old 
house out of the hay, we proceeded to Dulld onto 
the bungalow that Clarence ana Irene Lutz had 
‘builtin 462, Ths house now became a one-and 
Onesaltstorey bullding, we are getting it con 
Pleted tn 187 

‘Virginia Keeps busy with bookkeeping for 
thelr companies. She also enjoys gardening, 
Doating, swimming, "back Seat” fiving and also 
Delongs to the Catholic Women's Leagie 

Tandy, astudent at Keke High Schoo, en 
Joys. snow and waterskiing, riding horses, 
Basketball, volleyball, swimming, hunting and 
fishing. He is also learaing toe plot 

Debble, who was in Grade 9 in 4977 enjoys 
bot water and nos" skiing, ying with dad 
riding horses, curling, volleyball, basketball and 
‘Seimming, 

‘Through the years the family has been in 
volved in Boy Scouts, hockey, figure skating, 
must lessons, svimming, 1H clube and Catholc 

uh groupe 
“There are two old landmarks of the Junaila 
property, which are an old ice house anda sauna, 


ELLA ROSELEA MOTTUS SALSAULER 

la Roseles Mottus married Arthur Dahl in 
sm at Sylvan Lake, They farmed north of 
{Withrow until 945, when Arthur's poor health 























forced him to give up the hard work onthe farm, 
‘They then moved to Bekville, where Ella was 
‘employed at the Co-op lunch counter and Arthur 
Worked as a part-time lee-maker at the arena, 
“Arthur passed away in 195. 

In i463 Ella married Eugene Salsauler and 
operaied a restaurant in ekvile until 190, 
hen they’ moved. to Lacombe. In 1874 they 
ought an orchard in Abbotsford, B.C, Dut soo 
‘moved back fo Fekvlle, where they sow reside 
tn the new nome which they bullt for themselves 
‘There were no children from elther of these un 
tons 


SAMBROOKE, ARNOLD E, AND HAZEL — by 
Hazel Sambrooke 

‘Mother nature taught Arnold a lot before his 
formal education started at the age of seven at 
the Estonian Sehoel. His love forthe tall timber 

as ever Deen present, fot he learned to fish and 

track widlfe Very early In his fe. Depending 
Upon ‘the weattter, Arnold waiked, rode 
horseback, or skied ‘to. sehook, joined. by the 
families of Mike Dvoralk and Gust ott, 

‘Learning fo use a troval in his eat teens, he 
helped his father (Arnold Sr, better known 8s 
Dick) bulla ehimneys and was put to plastering 
small closets Little adhe realize (Ren, that he 
‘ould live with hls own work later in Ie when he 
Plastered the Mike Sestrap farm home, our home 
foday (SE 14:3:39.W5), 

On November 24, 1941, Arnold married Hazel 
‘A, Jamieson, daughter of Harvey and Margaret 
Jameson of Sivan Lake, andre made Eekvile 
aurirat home. Arnold operated « mobile sed 

‘cathe to Eekville inthe spring of 1959 first to 
hetp Irene and Lance Howat, cwners of the 
Barber Shop and Pool Hall, to operate “Jilly 
Luneh. Uster T joined the staff of the Alex 
Ferris General Store, and worked here unt our 
‘marriage. ‘T was employed afterward by the 
Eckville Bakery, watch was owned and operated 
by E. Jackson, until Arnold Joined the Armour 
‘eat section ofthe R.A. (1982185), during 
whieh time we lived af Ladner and Coal Har 
our, Upon discharge from ihe RAGA. af Ab 
boltstord, B.C, we Fetuened fo Syivan Lake and 
Dleked up the towel again. Many ofthe horses 
Central Alberta were plastered or stuceoed by 
he Sambrookes, Harlan Sambrooke, 4 cousin, 
had earned the trade and Joined Arnold: and 
Bick 

1h 1958 we purchased the old Rome quarter 
from Arnold's father “SW. 26403-W%, Arnold 
‘worked part-time for the County of Lacombe 
Tepalr crew. Walle in the Giloy area we were ac 
live members of the Gilby Sunday School and 
Hall Board, Ten years later we sold our holdings 
Inthe ares fo Walter Kalev and purchased land 
{Wo miles east of the town of Bckvile from Mr. 
Scotty Glover. The farm is better known as the 
Mike Sestrap farm. 

‘We had four ehllaren, Nora May, was born in 

















194. She started her schooling at the Estonian 
School and was later bused to Eekville. She was 
crowned Queea of Hearts at the Eckvile High 
School in 1962, and was the valedictorian of her 
graduating class, She later went nto study for 
her B.A. degree and in 1987 she married Floyd 
Schamber, a son of Ben and Urma Schamber ot 
Sylvan Lake. ‘They have made thelr home fn 
Rocky Mountain House, Nora fs teaching school 
and Floya Is with the aibesta Forestry Service, 

Gerald Arnold, was born In 1938. He. com 
plefed his schooling In Eckville and then went on 
foNNAIT, training To become a forest ranger: He 
has bees working In the Crowsnest Forest and 
Grande ‘Prairie Forest Reserves. In 1915 he 
married Lorralne Warkentin, a daughter of Sohn 
fnd Anne Warkentin of Debot, Alberta, 

‘Lorne Bruce, born in 188, completed high 
school In Eekvile and’ then ‘became a grain 
buyer. In 1st he married Donna Trwit, 
ddaughier of Ed and Clara Irwin of Rimbey. They 
how have a daughter, Tracy Lee, and are ing 
at Lougheed, Alberta, 

Evelyn Patricta, was bora in 1960, She started 
her education n the Eekvlle Schools and com, 
pleted schoel at" Lacombe Composite High 
School. She Is very active In the community in 
C.G..7., 4H Club work and Junior leadership ae 
tivities, 

Ammold was the custodian of the Eekville 
Elementary School for several years after he 
stopped. driving the Express Bus run. to 
Lacombe. At present he is semi-retired and is 
living 08 the farm. 

OLE SCHEY FAMILY — by R.A. Sehey 

‘Ole Schey came from Steinkjocr, Norway In 
1812 on the liner Olymple, a sister ship of the 
‘ante. He arrived in North Dakota, USA. and 
worked hls way west over a period of years, 
finally arriving in ute, Montana. It was there 
that he met Mildred Olson, of Eekvile and they 
Were married in 1818, 

‘They arrived in Eckville on September 12, 
tig. Mr. Schey bought 2 quarter of land wo 
alles south of Eckvile itis ow the east quarter 
the late Simon Walsanen farm), the S#.330. 
Ws, He farmed this and also Mr. James Olson's 
land until 198, when the land was sold to Simon 
Walsanten and Joe Rasmussen, They then moved 
to Calgary where Mr. Sehey went Beek To his 
original occupation of painting and decorating, 
‘whlch he continued todo almost tothe time of His 
‘death in 970 

‘Mr, and irs. Schey had slx children: Peat, 
Ray, Gloria, Gordon, Joye and Terry Alive 
Calgary with the exception of Glorta, who lives 
at Forestourg. 

Mrs. Ole Schey stil resides at S088th Street, 
South West Calgary. 


SCHOFER, ALBERT AND MARIA 
‘Albert Schofer lett Eatenia, Saskatchewan 

during the later part of the depression to seek 

employment in the Fekile dstiet in 1997 




































For sx years he worked fr different farmers 
In the area, In 943 he married the former Marla 
Hazoliay ot the Bluebell Schoo! district. 

Tni9id he was employed by the Eckvile Co-op 
nd worked there unl 1950 In 1951 he started As 
fm business and continued in businest a8 Abe's 
Super Service for 22 years, 

Tn the years he lived in Zeke he served on 
ne fo ounel, as well as mayer, aitector of 
the Eek Co-op, one ofthe founding members 
bf the Bekville and Disriet Savings and Credit 
Union, also as supervisor in the Credit Union 
Board and many reereation boards 

Three clldren were born to them. Gaylord 
mafried Sylvia Greentrood ofthe Evergreen dis: 
{eet Taey have wo enfldren, Chelsey and Ryan, 
‘They reside in the Ekle district 

‘fim married Fay Wilson of the Clive dite 
snd they live in Ponoka 

Tina Marie has gone into psycblatre training 
tn Eamonton, 

‘Alert and Maria are now retired and live in. 
creston, BC 





SELVAIS, JULES 

‘Mr. and Mr. Jules Selvals came to Canada 
seo Belgium in January, 1680. They Hist 
‘topped at Morinville, then arrived at Kootu 
Iitein he spring, Mr. Selvals was able to secure 
femplayment with the C.P-R. for that summer 
find the next one. They reiufned to Belgium in 
November of 192 

However, Mr. and Mrs. Selvals and their 
daughter, Marie Louse, came back fo Canada in 
April, 1936. This time they located at Elspeth, 
where Mr. Selvais purchased some land, and 
again worked for the C.P.R. He Was a 
blackemith by trade, £0, when he learned that 
Mr. MeHattie in ekviie had his blacksmith 
‘hop for sale, Mr, Selvals sold his land at Elspeth 
land bought the shop. He eperated the blackstalth 


Mae Loe Moret ea, ated Fa, ty 


shop in Eekvile for 12.vears. In 1940 he sold his, 
‘business in Eckevitle and bought another shop 18 
Lacombe. The Selvals, with, thelr ehllaren, 
Marie ‘Loulse and Roger, then moved 10 

‘Mir Selvals passed away in 1968, andthe shop 
was then taken over by his Son, Roger, whe com 
tinues to operate it at the present time. Roger 
had taken a course at a vocational school in 
Calgary, which helped him in carrying on the 
business. He and his wife, Doreen, have three 
children. 

‘Marlo Louise joiped the armed forces and 
was overseas from 192 ull 148, Following her 
Feturn she married Frank Morissette, and they 
hhave made thelr home in Vancouver since the, 
‘They have a family of seven children 

‘ire, Seivais cotinues to lve in Lacombe, 





SESTRAP, MIKE — by Audrey Jobs 

Mike Sestrap arrived in Canada from 
Rakvere, Estonia, along with his two brothers, 
Mart and Gust, on January 21,190. He worked 
tn the Calgary Banff rallroad for a wale to gain 
fnough capital, and then started a homestead at 
Gitoye Nie Sdo W, 

Th Esionla, Mike rejected the idea of becom: 
Ing priest and turned fis attention to tailoring 
He became a master tailor aa very early age 
He brought his sewing machine ad iron with 
him to Canda, but they have since been lst 


























Mike and Gust started bullding the Gitby 
rein 190, using timber they cut and Aad 
made ino lutber at Maanep’s Mill arsep's), 
Whlen ineidentally, was powered bya water 
Wheel. 8 1908 the store was in operation. Dur 
Ing this'time supplies were obtained from 
Lacombe, two of three daytrip by oxen. Mike 
Dough out Gus's share in the store after a few 
years, hen ran the business himesit Gust and 
his ‘wite, Jemny. then ‘moved to. Moorerott, 
Wyoming where they resided unt his passing it 
1873, Jenny had passed on In 1951 or fis 

Fanny Kina (nee Kangas ~ 1886-1919) 
was a widow ith one son, Unos (10.1872) atthe 
Time she came from Massachusetts, U.S.A. 12 
‘sit hor sister Mes John Helkkinen, She went fo 
Keep house for Mike at Gilby and later married 
fim in 12, Fanny and Mike had four children 
besides Uno, these being Fivle, Arvo, George 
and Ray. In 1918 Mike sid the Gilby Store and 
Post Ofice to Shorrocks, and moved to Eckvile, 
‘buying a store from Afr. Eekhart, During ths 
time Ste had also helped to bulla the telephone 
lines between Bette and Gilby 

Tn the spring of 1919 Fanny died, a victim of 
the fu epidemic, leaving Mike with five young 
ehildren. Fora period of time the eulldren were 
“armed out” unl Mike could get a housekeeper 
In tolook after them. The frst housekeeper Was 
2 Mrs. Herving, followed by Airs. Baston, an 
lderiy lady. Mrs, Pred. Pattson also locked 
ter the family during a. two-month leave of 
absence taken by Ms. Banton to tend a sic 
felative in Winnipeg. Nis. Pattison relates that 
Mike was a very quiet man — very teldom offer 
Ing: any conversation. Anything required from 
the store was promptly sent home, with one ex 
ception. She wanted to make tne children some 
Bingerbieer and ordered the ginger and lemons 
Several times bul it never arrived. Mike was 
Strictly opposed foiquor and thought gingerbeer 
ust be some Wind of Beer ~ thus the necessary 
Foqulrements for the beverage never arrived, 
Irs. Patison also Teeounted a time when Uno, 
‘whose enare It was to haul water into the house, 
Was being very sloppy, not knowing his step 
father was Tolowiag him inte the house, Mike 
eprimanded him, and Uno fore off upstairs and 
Jumped out of a second storey window, 
Miraculously, he wasn't seriously hurt 





























In 192 Mike caught wind of an ellgible young 
woman comlng. out rom Tartu, Estonia 
Inarry a flend ot his. He couldnt pass up the op 
Dortunity, so he discreetly engulred when the 
Young lady was to arrive in Rea Deer, and made 
Sure he arrived there first, Mike and Alma were 
‘married in 1922 Alma Was avery astute woman, 
and Mike many times gave her ered fora good 
business head. They had thelr share of 
hardships, as did most families of that era, 

1h 1823, one Saturday afternoon, there was a 
big "do" athe local hall, when the iowne-people 
discovered a re on maln street. ‘The Atlas 
Lumber Company, Hlembecker residence, and 
the Sestrap Store were all In flames. Mike ran 
Into the store and grabiped the frst thing handy 
{o save — the cash register — and ran into the 
Sineet with I. The fire was a hard blow, bat with 
the insurance money and all he salvage clothing 
And goods whieh Alma cleaned and S01, they 
Falsed enouga to siart another store inthe empty 
Charite Kasper bulding, farther up the street In 
{GS another bad five wiped out the East street of 

Disring this time Mike also helped to tinance 
and bull the Memoria Halt (now the Lion's 
Halp. Str. Jokinen (now deceased) was the 
head carpenter, and Dr. Asbury Somerville ow 
deceased) wired it. Electricity was supplied by 
the! Deleo Plants owned by varios Toe 
residents, ‘The Sestrap Delco Plant suppited the 
house and store with power. He also had one of 
the fest ears inthe aistriet — a Model © Ford, 
Iollowed by a Grey Dort 

‘Mie and Alma and chldren were well ked 
In the district’ — he was known a3. good 
Businessman, Many times, at Christmas, the 
customers would find a bag of candy included n 
their purchases. In 1909 Mike sold the store to 
Abousaffy and Pers, and bought a store In 
Bowden, whien Uno an Ray managed with oc 
castonal visits by ike. By 184 Mike was back in 
{own again, once more in ihe store untl he sold 
the business to. Me. Jenkins in 1948, Back In 
hamess after a couple of years, Mike had Uno 
Fn the grocery store and the dry goods section 
Was leased to Mr Melvor 

‘Alma passed avay in 1958 and Mike followed 
her in 198, Uno and his son Ken fies bought the 
Sestrap and Company Store and operated it unt, 
igs al to tay! Ferguson in. 

¢ following poem (lscomplete) Was com: 

posed by Mr J.T. Marshall, about three 
Pioneers of Eetwille — Mike Sestrap, J. Xt 
‘MeDonald and Mr. Macintosh 


‘There isa place called Eekville 
Which is a great town 

Beeause of three gentlemen, 
‘Of established renown, 

‘They ‘were Mlke, Mac and Metntosh, 
‘A tro hard to beat 

‘And these three geatiemen are noted 
For holding down the street, 

































Now if you chance to Eekuille come 
‘You'll surely meet this clan, 

With smile upon their countenance 
‘That would Jar a Realthy man 

‘They would gladly take you by the hand 
‘Aad waltz you all around, 

‘And tell you all the secrets 
TNbout Our lie town 

And if at alght you chance to wake 
To nalse upon the sireet, 

‘yow'l know its these famous gentlemen 
That's Holding dowa the street 

(Used with permission) 


‘THE FAMILY OF MIKE SESTRAP — by Aud 
rey Jobs 

lke and Fanny’s son, Uno Krintia, was born 
InPittsburg, Penn 22810, coming norin with his 
‘other asa toddler. He helped fixe inthe store 
{fom the age of eight and was in the store bus 
est forthe rest of his lie, He operated a store 
at Rycroft, Benalto, Bowden "and ekvile 
Maude and' Uno were married tn 1908 and Sad 
ne son, Ken, who is married and al present 
Wording as manager of store in Gibsons, B.C 
Uno. was very’ enthusiast sbout sports, es: 
pecally hockey, and will be long remembered 
for hs participation with the youth, He died in 
sta, Maude is relred at Gibsons, B.C 

‘Bivie (born in 1813) took all her schooling in 
Eckvlle from Mr. Ludwig and Miss Thompson, 
then furthered her education inthe U. of Av Ea 
Monton, fora B.A. In Languages. She matried 
{Gord Vertine in 94? and is presently retired in 
Wletoria, B.C 

‘Arvo, (orm tn 1914) took his. schooling tn 
eenville, He 18 now in Terrace, B.C. with his 
Wife, Marjorie, whora he married In 198, Thelr 
two citldren are Sharon and Jan. Arvo now has a 
fhavter operation 40 miles down channel from 
‘atime, 

(George, born tn 1916, also took schooling in 
evil: He helped in the store unl 190, then 
mmatried Lydia Kraft in 188 and they ive on the 
family farm three miles east of Eckvile uni 
1348. Then he went to work for Geoprosco. Die to 
Iibealth he quit ol workin 960 and then, 3802, 
he and Lidia started Sestrap's Caf, which they 
perated until 1974, From J471 to 1 The aso 
Sperated the pook hall, In 1974 they sold thelr 
bisinesses "and retired 19 Pentold. Their three 
thildfen are: Ronald, Audrey and Cindy. 

‘Ray (horn in 1818) was also in the store with 
Mike, Uno and George, He helped Unoin Benalto 
tnd Bowden, as well In 1910 he married Myrel 
ovis and they have two daughters, Sandra and 
Debora He bought the farm by the creamery in 
Ist, and worked for Larsy Knudson in the £3 
rage unl he sold the farm to Mrs. John Arm. 
song in 1951, He fe now retied and lving in 
Clearbrook, B.C 











SETTERS, JAMES AND PAT — by J. Pat 
Setters 

“Tim was born and raised at Mirror, Alberta 
se'came to Eekville in 199 atthe end of World 
War Two, He had served overseas for four Years 
Inthe army (RCEME). He met Huss Eastman 
Walle overseas ana eame to vist him, deciding to 
Say" and work for him. Russ was the Inter 
national Harvester dealer then. Jim also worked 
for Jake BusslingerIn the fall ot 198, he bought 
1 welding shop from Dick Tooley. 

‘We were married in 1947-1 am the second 
daughter of Jim and Helen Brown who farmed in 
the Diamond Valley district, We attended Gactz 
Schoo. 

‘We sold the welding shop in the winter of 987 
to Russ Aubrey, Inthe spring of 198, Jim bought 
his first gravel truck, hatiing gravel in the 
Summer and atte, grain and lumber in the 
‘inter. He hauled lumber frem many’ eamps in 
the Rocky Mountain House area 

fn Iss, we moved to Red Deer, stil im the 
trucking business. 

We formed a Limited Company in 1972 
operating under the name of J.T. Setters and 
Sons Construction Limited, We also moved to an 
acreage on Highway 2A, north toward 
Blacktals, 

We have three children, Janice was born at 
Eckille. She married Dick Gehrke, the son of 
Orville and Ruth Gebrke, of the Burit Lake die 
trict. They went to Davenpert, Towa, USA. 
‘where Dick “attended the Palmer "School of 
Culropractie. Upon their return to Red Deer, 
Dick practiced vith Dr. Whitney. He soon set up 
his own lint in Rocky Mountatn House (De. F. 
J. Gehrke DC). They moved to Rocky in 1973. 
TTney have two children, Tanis Jl and Tyson 
Soh. 

"Byron_was born st Eckvlle. He married 
Melinda Staples, daughter of Dr. J. C. and Mrs. 
Staples, formerly of Red Deer and now of Rich 
‘mond, "B.C. Byron 1s part owner and helps 
‘nage our company. 

Wilson was born at Red Deer and is still at 
home. He operates one of the machines In our 














SHANKS, JOHN 

Mr. hn Thomson Shanks were born Dee: 17, 
1st, in Seotland, one of a very large family 
ralsedon a farm, orked ina store for five years 
bt wished fo be a farmer some day- He left 
Scotland in the fall of 132 with a ticket Bought 
for Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, to settle on 
Homestead, free land, as was advertised at that 
time. He spent the ist winter in Eamonton hat 
Ing coal with sleigh and team of horses, He met a 
gentleman twho had bls famaly ving. ithe 
Mayerthorpe area where there was land Stil to 
be homesteaded, so. thus he lived inthe 
‘Mayerthorpe dstrict: Next winter Was spent at 
Togging camp near Athabasks. ‘The following 
‘Winter was spent on the homestead in log cabin 














rit sod roof which he had but. Groceries were 
hauled for 20 miles, 

“The spring of 1814, he went to the prairies, 
Vulcan area and worked for a farmer for five 
years. Then back io the Homestead fo clea land 
bby hand and bulld two roomed cabin, 

In the fll of 1820, ne went to Scotland where 
the married Teabella Murray. ‘She was born in 
Scotland February” 13, 1892. She was 
Housekeeper."They were married on Fanuary 25, 
1821 and spent their honeymoon in, Seotlend 
isting relatives and friends and arrived In 
Mayerthorpe Apri 1, 1821, after travelling by 
ship for seven days across the Atlantic to Hatitax 
{hen three days and’ three nights by train fo 
Saskatchewan They spent s week visiting, then 
went on to Fdmonton and Sangudo as far as the 
‘Wain went. The last 2 lles by horses and buggy 
with thelr belongings tn three trunks. he 
mailman and his wife brought them 10, 
Mayerthorpe 











[My father milked cows, shipped cream and 
cleared lana by nand to start farming. May 190 
Snuger Janet Wes bor. Mal grcerie and 
Supplles were brought by train singe the Falway 
had been bull My father farmed In the 
Mayerthorpe disiriet util 1954 when he sod his 
land and retired to Bekwve 

‘Mr. and Mrs, Shanks bought a house and tot 
from Mr. Bil! Thomas father of Clare ‘Thomas, 
‘Mr Shanks dled September 12,1990 ands buried 
Jn Eckvlle Cemetery. Mrs. Shanks died May, 
‘G7 and is also buried in Eckvile Cemetery 

‘My’ father read a lot and was interested in 
community affairs. He was a member of the 
Aberta'Wheat Poo, and the church board, a5 
well as a member of the school board for a fre 
‘years. My mother was a member of the cturch 
Tats aa, 





HENRY AND MYRTLE SMITH AND FAMILY 
= by Beith Smlth Russell 

Henry W. Smita was raised on an Towa corn 
farm. He married Lela Myrtle Howard in 193, 
then, In 180s, he took his town-bred wife and 
three-year-old daughter" Edith, to 8 homestead 
Section in Dandhills neat Whitman, Nebraska, 
Here Howard was born in 911 and Allee In 1813 








While harvesting in the Dakotas Father 
‘aug the “Canada Fever" with the rest that 
the homestead was sold ear) in 815. InJune he 
fanded'in Teed’ Deer with an immigrant ar 
waded with our Rousehold etfects, a cow, wo 
dogs, two saddle horses and ree mares' with 
foals. (Most ofthe horses later died from swamp 
fever.) The family fllowed by ral via St Paul 
weary journey for a mother with three small 
children, Father Fented a house and then started 
looking for land. He finally decided torent for 8 
year, however 

In August the family moved tothe Jack Kult 
place north of Pitcox, now Hespero. The {rip 
from Red Deer took three days with the 
household goods loaded ons hayrack. "The cow 
and some of the horses were strung out behind 
with me (aith) herding them on horseback. The 
First night was spent at Bil Prevo's, east of 
Sylvan Lake, the second at Wrights, near the 
Eckville corner. What I remember most Was 
‘mosquitoes, thirst, and’ bubbles ising on the 
uskeg as we jelled over the cordurey 

Our first home was a two-room moss-chinked 
log shack with a ladder to an attic. Theve was 
‘ribbed open well with a bucket anda pulley 
{hls was used as a fridge for eream cas unt 
freezo-up. There was 2 privy without any seat, 
and a garden pateh whieh my father manured 
And “fenced "with. slabs, Everytting but the 
olatoos froze the ‘rst year It was planted 
‘Tuere was some land in erop and T'remember 4 
threshing rig, pulled by oxen, coming that fal 
Mr, Molander Was one of the erew. The gralt 
was ound, stooked, and. stacked before 
Threshing. 

Trecal also the welcome visit of a bachelor, 
‘Mr. Knorr, and hs git of a haltgalion sealer of 
wild strawberry jam, Another frequent visitor 
tas anIiterate young mother ofthe, fo whom 
Tread the fimiy’ papers. sent by my grand 
mother. A Mrs. Taylor taught me fo all, and 
love sunsets and northern lights. 

[rode to Shady Lane Sehool (whlch was later 
‘moved fo Condor and used for a store room). 
Mrs. Sam Edgar was the teacher, followed by a 
cultured Englishwoman, Mrs. Brown, whose 
hhomesteader husband looked after their four 
YYearold son during the week while she boarded 
4 Hicks’. ‘She taught me to walt, sight read 
Imusic and fo love watercolour painting, whieh 
has become a hobby of mine since my rete 
Ient. Other early teachers at te Old Eekrie 
Schoot were iss Goodmundson, Mss’ Kinng, 
Mr. Ludwig, Mss Thompson, Mss Benedieeson 
And Mss Paul nthe town sehoo. Allee and Hope 
Also attended the Convent in Red Deer. We were 
all in Hllgh School in Red Deer a diferent tines 
Howard’ attended Olds School of Agriculture 
prior to jolning. the US, Navy. Ale and T 
stiended Camrose ‘Normal Senool. Allee took 
degrees in muste st Toronte Conservatory and in 
Peoria, Minos, U.S.A, Belatealy, T received & 
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degree in education trom the 
Abeta. So much for education. 

‘Back to! 14 The nearest store was run by the 
Maedonnell Brothers at. Pltcox. For. some 
Teason, though, Eekvlle was our post office and 
‘any’ trip made on horseback, after school, 
for mall and a few groceries. Usually ft was 
dark, and the coyotes were howling before I got 
home. There was no surveyed road, Just a tall 
through successive uncleared farms. Struggling 
{o open and close gates caused torn clothes and 
fren tears. The gates with a loop and stick to 
fean against were O.K., Bul those {hat looped 
Wire over the post were really tough. 

ive of us llved in that log house over two 
winters, We were Jolned during part of the se 
fond Winter by Russell and Rosle MeFau, since 
Rosie's first baby. was expected and’ thelr 
homestead was quite Tsolated. 

Rabbits were abundant during the winter of 
‘iL8t3. Hundreds of them frollleked in the 
‘moonlight right near our house. In Nebraska a 
Jackrabbit was fresh meat, But Alber 
Belghbors warned us not to eat the "snowshoes. 
However, we never lacked for meat. In addition 
‘b'being @ good buteher, my’ father was a goad 
‘hot prairie chickens were plentiful, and we 
‘wenl moose-hunting every year 

‘Werotten went tothe Christmas concert n the 
oa Fekville all, driving down the Horseguard 
lnva grainbox ona bobsled. Though padded un 
Serneath with straw, and covered with quits and 
forse blankets was sill a drowsy cold trp, but 
the seigbells kept is aveake, 

‘During ths tine the Sinlths attended many 
aucton sales, as discouraged oldtimers” un 
Iraded'ana went Baek "home" In this way Wwe 
were able fo aequire Implements, vestock and 
ten boxes of books. These books sere a snare 
then tas Teft t0 baby sit Howard and alice, 
§nd sometimes lot and bake the bread in the old 
Majestic woodburning range. Once, deep In "Un- 
cle Tom's Cabin I let the fie go out 

186 a C.P.AR. quarter adjoining Bekvitle 
vas bought, a big granary built and fitted with 
Bunks, and wve lived in that while the new house 
‘was bullt by the Kopsala family. Paul Pykett 
Soomlaw et the Browns lived on the. next 
(quarter west, before the Bromlings andthe 
Weeks, broke most ofthe quarter with a gang. 
plow abd our horses, The land required no cleat 
{ng — low birch shrubs were plowed under. He 
had fo work around a couple of sloughs whlch, 
however, are now long since gone and are grow 
ing gra, 

"The new house, a. two-story. seven-room 
frame bullding finished inside with lathe and 
aster, Zowastyle, was completed none oo 
fon, We moved into It Just before the. cold 
Weather set in  finely-mounted moose head and 
‘thes plano Were muh admired by visitors, but 
the old "His Master's Volce™ gramophone and 
pile of serateny records were also an attraction. 
[Being focated conventently near Bekvill, hav 
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Ing a barn with vacant stalls, and my mothes’s 
food cooking, Kept the extra leaves inthe table 
at astimes. 

Hope was born in this house — a bit 
prematurely and without a doctor ~ on January 
48.1818 Subsequently, Mother was in poor health 
and finally was hospitalized in Red Deer. Tals 
Was one of the reasons forthe auction sale wich 
fy father neld in June. This was a black day for 
fe, for Thad to part with Foxy, the sorel pony 
Sore people may remember as being the winner 
ft many pony’ an free-for-all races at sports 
days in Eekville, Benalto, and Syvan Lake 

‘My’ parents snd Grandmother Smith t00k an 
extended ‘ollday to British Columba, going 
{doen the coast by ship toLos Angeles. There, our 
first car, the old Overland, was bought and hen 
driven 10 Iowa where a Mrs, Dissten had in the 
meantime, taken the. young Smiths 10 thelr 
‘haternal grandmothers 

During the fu year, 1 attended four afferent 
Iowa schools, celebrated one false and then the 
eal Armistice, and had the tu, along with my 
fExther, Hope and alice. Howard and Mother es 
caped it completely 

Tn the spring of 1919 the family moved to 
Wyoming where my father worked on the con 
struction of the Lincoln Highway and 1 became 
fn easterner” in Rawlins High Sehoo 

News that the house, occupied by the Weeks 
family, had burned triggered our return to 
Eckiilo. Iwasa memorable trip from Rawlins, 
Mla Yellowstone Park in August We travelled in 
the Overland ear, tenting at night, with an ex 
tended stopover ai Ladner, wating for car parts 
Through It all Mom, wiin a trving pan and 
utehoven, fed us well. Service stations, roads 
land camp facilities ave ehaniged aot since 1920, 

‘We lived briefy above the garage in Eckville 
where my’ father sas fora time in business with 
Fred Isaacson. We later moved back fo the farm 
Into.a small converted building, Father worked 
a the creamery (and made some of the prize 
Winning butter), put up Ice forthe stores and for 
bur own use witha team and fst bed, butehered 
Beet forthe stores, delivered grave for the pit 
fn leased CP-R. pasture land, raised purebred 
hops and usiou strawberries (He gardenedby 

‘My mather's specialties were pansy deds 
houseplants, and canarles. She also raised 
Dellgerent turkey toms, flocks of geese, and 
guinea fowl, ‘The latter were & D-EW. against 
oyetes. 

“Eventually the home place was sold to Mr 
Hopkins, Father continued farming for time on 
the Talson place and on rented land near Gilby. 
with the family living again n log house. nev 
Venture here was a flock of sheep, but In the 
1200's the price of lamb and wool was very low 
By then married, each of the Smith chilaren 
received, not a wool qul, but a mattress Cled 
‘with approximately 40 pounds of carded Wo, 
the Jota work of our parents 














Farming was abandoned tater on and the 
{amily lived in Reed Deer while my father worked 
on C-PAR, bridge erews. Afr this we moved {0 
Seattle where, duriag the War, he worked in the 
Shipyards, and mother on the Bremerton Ferry 
Hope and Alice (with the muste degrees), 
worked for Boeing. After a ten-year apse { 
Fesurmed teaching, temporarily, abd continued 
uni 1969, 

"The last Smith home was in Rumsey, where 
Allce’s husband ‘hada general store. I was 
teaching in Stettler nearby. After a lengthy i 
Iness my father dled o leukerla, Inthe Stettler 
Hospital, in May, 1958, 

Mother ved ih Various places thereafter. She 
spent some time with Howard in Honolulu, He 
Was a retired Lieut. Commander, employed by 
fan American Red Cross Unit attached to US 
troops abroad and in California unfit his retire: 
ment last year. She also lived with Hope (Ns. F. 
E. Mekiray) fa Maryland and Seattle and with 
Allee (hrs, Harold Ruskin) who recently retired 
from teaching, along with her husband. While 
Vistting the fatter in Fullbrook, Catitornia, 
‘Mother fll and broke her hip in 196i, She accom 
Panied my husband, Douglas Russel, and I back 
fo Edmonton In 1882. She underwent surgery 
lore but was in a wheelchalt forthe rest of het 
Ite She spent several years at Rimoka Lodge In 
Ponoka. 1 was teaching at Ponoka Composite 
Fgh School until we moved to Vitoria in 1912. In 
May of 172 Mother suffered a stoke which lett 


her speechless and partially paralvaed, She died 
Inthe Red Deer Nutsing Home in January. 1913, 
at the age of 8 years, 


SMITH, THOMAS SR, AND ELIZABETH 

‘Thomas Smita and Elizabeth Mary Johnston 
were married in Scotland in 1908 and came tothe 
‘Medicine Hat area of Alberta to homestead nite 
Inlles north of Trvine in 1910, Mrs. Smith's 
brother, James Johasten, cate and tak the ad 
Joining homestead, but was killed in action ih 
Prance during World War 

Life ‘on the prairie was @ succession of 
hardships, with Grop failures from drought or 
{Erasshoppers taking 1 out of 1 erops, The fst 
Winter fas spent ina single-boaed franc shack 
Which vas proved on slighty over the follow: 
ing years, The bara was made of sods, Wood had 
tobe auied tram the Cypress Hil, so the main 
fel in sures vas dried cow chips gathered by 
the children. ates. Kemp, a neighbour, was the 
Imidwife atthe birth at the six children 
George, John, James, “Thomas, Willan ‘and 
Robert — all born on the homestead. The four 
oldest children all attended ‘the ‘Long. Valley 
Sohool. 

‘In December 184 the farlly ame tothe Alex 
Staudinger farm, SW 2238215, southeast of 
‘Benalto, which they rented for three years. The 
eter Anderson and Arthur Caton families came 
from frvine to Benalto at the same time. The 
tral bringing them and their "possessions 


arrived at Benalto carzying seven carloads of 
Settlers’ eftects and 15 children. One unusual oe 
urrence on the rip up here was te time the box 
far’ was opened for inspection st Calgary and 
tele dog got out. Imagine thelr surprise, wie 
sitting i the CPR. station at Red Deer waiting 
{forte tran to Benaito ohave tele dog alk in 
‘must have hung on some place under or on the 
coupling of the box ear. The conductor said," 
famgolng to make an exception; your dog can 
Fide with you fo Benalto.” About sat the Smith's 
horses were driven up from the prairie the 
following summer by Fred Cowan, Kine of the 
horses drowned in the swamp on the Staudinger 
farm as soon a8 the) were turned ut, and.quites 
few more didnt survive the first witer, During 
these three Years the children went tothe Evaris 
School. 

‘Thomas Smith's mother, Margaret, lived 
wih the family trom 1895 uni her death in 1 
At the age of 91_years. She was buried In the 
‘Mealeine Tat Cemetery: 

“The next move was in 127 10 the former Gust 
Kalaputus farm, NW 28382 W, two miles east 
Of Benalto, which they bought {com Charlie 
Senkins, They also bought Pt SE -382.Ws from 
‘Tulius Seals, who maved to Fexvlle, Much of 
itis land was covered by poplar trees whieh as 
cleared and broken the hara way — with grub 
hoe, axe and horses, The ehildren went to schoa! 
at Kiusamo, whieh then had two rooms, until 
1894, when the senlor room was closed and (hen 
Bill and Fobert went fo Bekville High School 

‘Thomas Smita managed the Medicine Valley 
Livestock Association for a number of years. ft 
ad buyers at Sylvan Lake, Benaito, Eekvile, 
Hespero and Rocky Mountain. House, and 
handled cattle, sheep and nogs, He was’ ca 
Dalgn manager for Mr, Gaeta, OFA: inone elec 
fion eampalgn and Yor A. J. Hooke in two elec 
tions. Both Elleabeth and’ Tom were active i 
cchuren ana community affairs, she being 
tember ofthe Ladies" Ald and a director ofthe 
Benalto Agricultural Society. ‘Tom was a 
Presbyterian Chureh Elder and forstx years he 
was president of the Agricultural Soclety, Dut 
















Ing the war years they were busy with Victory 
Sond drives and with Red Cross work 

‘When Mir. and Ms, Stat let ores inthe 
zoevlle dsiret in 1950 they sold thele land 10 
‘hetr eldest son, George and his wile, Edna, 
aa was bom ad raised in he Carbon district, 
Southeast of Three Hills. She has lived neatly 
years on Grandpa and Grandma's home place, 
tro and one half miles east of Benaltoy and was 
their fst daughterinlaw. George and Edna 
fhised two ‘ehlldren, Patrcis. and Davia, and 
tatnattended public school at Benalto. I the fall 
fr thelr daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and 
irs enara Meyers and baby son eamne fo live 
the d-aere parcel of land at Elspeth, P. SE 
8383.0. She has worked for many vears ai ihe 
Inerial Bank of Commmeree in Eek and he 
aes carpenter work, and is a sub contractor. Th 
{957 the Hudson's Bay Olland Gas Company Ltd 
bought trom the Smith a small parcel of land of 
PUSH 49383,05, along the CNA. right-of ay. 
11g called the Elspeth Propane Terminal 

‘Four of the Senior Smita sons farm ia the 
Eetville area 

‘Tames and wife Elsie have four sons and one 
aignter — Fred, Stephen, Ralph, Gordon and 
nda 

"Thomas J. and wie Janet have two sons and 
two daughters — Ronald, Murray, Isabel and 
Ea 

Wiliam and wite Jean have four daughters — 
Bett, Sharon, Mary, and Beverly 

Robert and wile Kay have fair sons and 2 
daughter — Gary, Dale, Philip, Jim and Katty 

“ota and his wrie Marlene ive on Salt Spring 
Islnd, B.C. They have tre sons anda daughter 
“Kenneth, Fohn, Bradley and Becky. 

In ihe spring of 1817 ‘Thomas Sr. and 
‘zabeth let thelr farm east of Benalto to live 
sin thelr Son Robert onthe Sproskt farm Inthe 
Eevuile disteie later roving t0 thelr Ton 
tome on Sith ‘Street (ater sold Yo. Lionel 
Ramses, who presently occupies ts proper 

‘Mrs, Smith died on November 3, 1955 at the 
ager 9 years, Mr. Smith continued to ive his 
torn home in Eckwile for a few years then sold 
bishome and lived with various members ofthe 
‘amily unl eventually going into the West Park 
Nursing Home in ted Deer He passed sway’ on 
November 8, 1976 at the age of f years, Bott 
Tom and Elizabeth ae buried in the fckville 
Cemetery 


SMITH, JOHN J, AND MARLENE, 
mith bo all Started out on oUF own in 

sso wen the sear seeioe ust serene tae 
road ‘rom Elson's farm sas. bought In 2908 
George Christie's place was baught, and {hls 
Desa te home place for Smith Hos. of waich 
“1948. In. October, 























the Smith Bros. 


parinership was dissolved, Each one went his 
bn way, bul 'got George Christe’ old place as 
















‘my share. I llved there until I sold it to August 
{Elvam in the fall f 1953, continued living there 
intl my’ auetion sale in April 1980, at which time. 
Tmoved to Few, 

"Ih Eetvilie Thad a share in bullding the test 
‘Kingdom Hall, whieh was completed in 196 In 
W862 T married Marlene Hayhurst and we nave 
four enidren, three boys ad girl, We bat 3 
house in Bekville next to the Kingdom Hall in 
4868. In August of 1973 we sold our home in 
Eckville to Jim Bass and we moved to Salt 
Spring Island and bought a home on a one and 
three quarters acre plot, on whieh we now live 

T'hecame one of Jehava’s Witnesses In 1952 
and the presiding overseer of Jehovah's 
Witnesses in Eckvile prior to moving from 
Bekvile for 17 years, 





SMITH, ROBERT AND FAMILY 

Robert Is the youngest of tx sons born to Mr. 
and Mrs, Tom Smith in ahomesteader's shack in 
the ‘Irvine alstriet about 20 miles east of 
‘Medicine Fiat, The house i tll standing. and it 
{shard to imagine the hardships our parents 
must have endured, living ina house Uke that 
With a farally of six. They endured 13 years on 
the Homestead before moving north t0 the 
Benalfo district in 124. They rented a farm from 
Stauadlingers for three years and then bought a 
{arm two miles east ot Benato, This was where 
‘wag brought up. 

Since 1 was only one and one-half years old 
when leaving irvine, my frst memorles are of 
tur home at Beneilo. I went to sehool at 
Fuusamo through Grade 8 and then to Eekvtle 
‘igh Schoo. During al of my growing up years 
the depression was In full fore, Tt was Rot Un 
Common fo see men riding the frlght trains at 
Elspeth. A few came to sur home for a mes, 
Whten they always got. We dldn’t have any 
Toney ‘but we never went hungry, and my 
memories of enlldhoed are happy’ anes. Before { 
Finished school my older brothers had bought 
Tand north of Eekvile belonging to Tony An 
Arelus, dim and I stl farm this place: 1977 being 
‘he dist crop harvested there. In 1058 we formed 
partnership (George, Joh, James, Tor, B 
{nd Robert) and from then on we did business 











under the name Smith Brothers. The same year 
‘we bought the Christie place west of Eekvile 
‘where lived unl March 15, 197.1 had bought 
{he Frank Sproskl place in the summer of 146 
And then worked in the mine at Nerdegg during 
the winter of 19161917. Made big money, too 
S101 per nour less board and union dues, eame 
Fometin Mareh and moved to my’ own farm, NW 
S250-3.1W5, which Is now known a8 "Slandalane 
Farm, with very ile furlture, nine head of 
eaitle and lots of debt. Father and Mother had 
‘sold the nome place to George and Edna, so they 
‘Came and ved seth me until January 1980 19788, 
married to Kay Hebner of Turtle Valley, B.C. on 
‘Tanuary 1, 1980. Kay was born in Chase, B.C. In 
{Ws She had a brother and sister. Her brother 
Harty lives in Salmon Arm, B.C: and her sister, 
Pauline Anderson, lives in’ Rocky Mountais 
House. Kay took her schooling In Turtle Valley. 
then ‘worked at various job6 until" we. were 
married. Kay's father dled in 196) ‘and’ her 
father moved to the Eokvile astriet In 25 

‘When we were frst married We lived inthe od 
Jog nouse bullt by the Moros: the riginal own- 

rs of tis farm. We lived in It or I years, dut 

tng whieh time Garry, Dale, Philip, Kathy, and 
James were barn. We bullt and meved into our 
present home in 196 Everet Tarvis was our 
Carpenter and Robert Ranger id the Inside 
finishing work. 











In 1956 we bought the SW 2228-5 trom Otto 
Hiltala Later webought the Wayne Hitala place 
and stl owa the SE §40.3-W3, and acres ote 
SW 6-403 W3. Later we bought the NE 32-30-3.05, 
from Mrs. Frank Lingren and Garry now own 
{hls quarter. in i972 se bought the NW 241° 
W5, whieh We stl own. Garry, ou oldest son, 
was born October 25,1950. He tok his schooling 
in Eckville and two years at Olds Setool of 
Agriculture. He was always interested in fart 
ing, ana is now inthe process of taking over Te 
farm, 

Date was born February 28,1953. He also took 
hls schooling in Eekville but wasnt interested in 








farming, He took employment with Hunt 


Construciion ot Eekvile, where he Is preseniiy 
femploved. Date was married to Val Jerden of 
ed Deer June 30, 193. They have two sons, 
‘ason and Robert. 





itp, our third son, was born July 18,3857, 
took his chosing in Bale ad went on Olas 
Agricultral Scot for two years: He then 
decid to take an apprenicanip course fo 
Secome an election He is presenti ving i 
cigars 

‘Rath, our daughter, was born September 2, 
1954 She is presently in Graded at ne Beavile 
High School and plans to go fo" university to 
‘become a home economic feacher, eathy eI 
CCITT. “and was president ef ie organzation 
iat 

Hm, our youngest sen, was born September 
26,1, He ain Grade at Beevle and nen 
{o goto ous Agricultural Seholfortwoyents It 
Siny comes ‘ack tothe farm maybe “The 
Gales” tan Engin term for eine Bows") wil 
be able to get's mare time for ching 
‘Pavelling and otter sctitis 

‘Our four boye have all Ben In Cubs and 
Scouts and have enjoyed the camps and outings 
‘ery much, Garry cared trp fo England i 
153 dim earned & tip to Sooke 3. inseté and 
{o Norway ints Gary hasbeen a Scout fader 
in Bene tor seven year 

The Years have gone guckly wih thts share 
of rewards and setbacks: One of the most a 
{alt mings to accept she frequent halter 
Nineicen seventy-seven was the Sst crop on our 
ome pace and inten af those years we Nod ba 
tome very severe storms which Took neat all 
curacao an even our ny ably 
damaged. Wor have always kept a goodie 
ford cattle and n recent years we have beet 




















buying feoder cattle and fattening them for 
‘marker, In the bad hall years I Is the cattle that 
ay the bil 

“one more thing I would Ike to mention is that 
wwe are part of @ family that have worked and 
‘isited fogether all through the vears. We have 
alvays got along well 
family reunion i Suly, 29 ‘ 
fattening. Uhope our family enjoy tne same good 
fortune inthe years ahead. 








SMITH, THOMAS AND JANET 

"Yom was bor ona farm al Irvine, Abert, on 
une 1, 1917; the fourth son of Mi. and Mrs 
‘Thomas Smith Sr. and slarted school at Long 
Valley, « ama school on the prairie. The house 
Tom vias born in sill stands and is cecupied 
mostly by pizeons. The old school is used as @ 
rain bin or wheat 

1024, the family moved to a farm rented 
from Alex Staudinger In the Benalto district, 
From there ne went to schocl at varts by horse 
fnd cutter in the winter and saddle horse in the 
Summer (without the saddle), Three years later 
father bought a farm two mls east of Benalto 
{tom Charlie Jenkins and from there he went to 
School at Kuusamo, Itwas on No. 11 Highway one 
fale east of the cemetery but is no longer there 
Ena Wolma taught grades one to six In the one 
oom and the offer room was seven fo 10. He 
fave up an school when he got lo be TT and went 
farming with his beothers. at Benalto and 
Eekville. He’ worked out one spring for a 
Deighbor and got S22 a month driving horses (0 
putin he exo. 

He joined the army in November, 194, and 
went to trade Sehool at Hamilton for nine months 
tnd took mechanics. He graduated from trade 
hoot to get top wages of $1.75 per day, then 
‘went overseas With R-C.AS.C. in March 19i3 and 
terved in England, Slelly, Taly, France 
Holland, and’ Germany and came home In 
anvary 1918 

"Tne farm he now lives on aas bought in 
partnership with he brother, Bil, whe both 
Ireve in the army. Its the S 0.39.3. and was 
formerly owned by Luther Finlay. We farmed 
wwth tractor and horses ‘untl we both were 
‘married, after that no more batching. 

‘On. December 18, 1817, he married Janet 
Shanks, only daughter of Mr. and Mis. John 
Shanks, from Mayerthorpe, Alberta. Janet was 
born May 18,1973 n a smal wo room homestead 
house to miles from Mayerthorpe, She went to 
‘Vone-roomed school at Deer. Lodge with one 
Teacher, teaching Grades one nine. Janet 
tlther walked or rode a horse fo school Wo anda 
half miles every day. ‘Then three years of Mh 
School in Mayerthorpe with one teacher 
teaching the three grades. She then went to Ea 
‘monton for nurses fralning and graduated trom 
Uot Ai. at an RN. n 140. She worked for one 
Year at U.of AH. then sometimein the Eekville 
Hospital in 1988 





Janet was a member of C.G.LT. for three 
years and joined the United Chureh at Padstow 
Bsa teenager, 

In the spring of 1988, we had a very heavy 
snow storm and Tom took Janet into work a the 
Eckville Hospital witha team and sleigh in early 
May. We started on the land on May 19 and 
Seeded wheat May 4 That was the onl¥ good 
{rade of wheat ever grown on ths farm. In 1919, 
{fe were hailed out 100% and hed no’ all 1s 





‘Tom and Janet have two sons and two 
daughters, Ronald married Sharyl Stuart of Red 
Deet, They nave one daughter Karen. Ronald is 
‘heavy duty mechanic ana works for. Angus & 
(Co. and they live in Red Deer. Ronald went over 
to Derbyshire, England with @ Scout Group toa 
Samboree in i965. Isabel has B, of Bl, taught 
fone year at Linden, Alta, then marred A. 
‘iymann who works for Hilton Hotels. They live 
{Berlin now but have lived m Singapore and 
Manila. They have one daughter Christina, Who 
has flown around the worid before she was 10 
years old. Murray has a dairy tarm on ‘the 
former Ranner Makt farm, NE 90303-W5. He 
married Pat Staniforth, daughter” of BU 
Staniforth of Evatts on ‘September 3, 1877 
Murray also farms with his fether. Edith Is at 
home and attends high schoal in Eckuille. She 
‘Works part time at tte Eckevile Manor House. 

"Tom has been an elder in the Preshyterian 
Cchureh in Eckville since 1958, He spent 30 ears 
fn the Chureh Board and was chairman of the 
‘bulding committee when the ehuren Was bul 
He served three ears on the arena comaltis 
fand is a member of the Bekville Legion. Janel 
thas been a member of the Presbyterian Ladies’ 
‘Ald for aver 25 years, two years president of the 
‘hub and Scout Parent Group and taught Sunday 
School for 13 years and also helped with EX 
lovers for six years. 


SOMERVILLE, DR. ASBURY — by Mrs. 
Ease Somerv 

‘Asbury Somerville was born in Hartaey 
‘Manitoba on September 8 1896. He was the son of 
Reverend William and Fanny (ankin) Somer 











ville, He recelyed is secondary education at St. 
Sohn's High ‘Schoo! In Winsipeg, ‘Manitoba, 
jgraduating from the matriculation course. He 
Jnter attended the University of Manitoba, 
receiving his B.A. in IS? and his MLD. tn 199 

‘We was married to Edythe Lavina E. Wales, 
of Portage la Pratrle, Manitoba on January 1, 
‘as Dele children are Mrs. EE, Newhall x 
Mrs. D. F, Leslie. 

‘Following hs graduation from the University 
of Manitoba Dr. Somerville came to Eekville 
‘were he engaged in private practice trom 1824 
Until 1851. He then attended the University of 
Toronto from whieh he received Als degree in 
Publ Health tn 1982. He then returned to Red 
Deer, but, since there were no immediate open 
nlngs Inthe flea of publle healt, he carried on 
private practice in Ponoka from 1852 until 198, 

During the years trom 188 fo 1942 he served 
as director of the Foothills Health Unit at High 
River, Alberta, From 192 until 132 he Was 
Asslsiant Deputy ainister of Health bs Alberta, 
‘and Deputy Minister trom 182 until 196, He alsd 
Was chelrman of Glenrose Hospital Hoard in 
Edmonton fora time, 

‘Dr. Somerville earned considerable reeognt 
tion i the feld of publte health. He was pres. 
dent atthe Alberta Publie Health Assoelation in 
4s, and. president of ‘the Canadian Publle 
Health Assoclatlon from 1854 to 1955. He was 
chosen fo alfeet an Alberta Health Survey con. 
‘ducted from tois to 1880. He was made a Senior 
Member af the Canadian Medical Association. 

In i862 Dr. Somerville was awarded, along 
vith his good frend, Morley Yeung, the Corona: 
ton Medal. He was given ihs honor for having 
lven tie most os profession during his years 
‘of service in the fild of medicine 

During the First World War Dr. Somerville 
Jolned the Canadian Army and served with the 
‘Pst Machine Gur Battalion in France tors 2916 
to 1013. Along with hls practice of medicine at 
‘Belle he also found time fo serve asa frustee 
for the local schools for three years, and served 
Ina similar capacity for tiree years while In 
High River. During his stay at High River he was 
Dresident of the Rotary Club and af the Knlghts 
Gr Pythlas, each for one term. He was a member 
bf the United Chureh, and wae’ a non-active 
‘ember of he Masonic Lodge. Photography was 
tne of his recreational interes, He also served 
At one time as president of the Skyline Hikers of 
the Canadian Roektes, 

Dr. and Mrs. Somerville made thelr home in 
Edmonton for several years. Dr. Somerville 
passed away there on August 17, i967, and his 
body’ ras eremated, Mrs, Somerville sill main 
(ins her home in Edmonton, although she ef 
Joys travelling a great deal, and makes frequent 
{rips fo Torontoto vist her daughter living there. 
arto Vanenuver to vist her other daughter. She 
foes on various tours as well, to enjoy other 
Breas of the country. 





(CECH. SPEIRS FAMILY 

‘Dr. Ceeil Speirs came to Eckvlle in June, 
1851, after graduating from the Ontario 
Veterinary College at Glep, Ontario, He set UD 
Eckvile's first veterinary cline and practise. In 
September, 1s62 he married the Tormer Betty 
Mackie, of Eekwlle, who taught at Calkins 
Valley, Benjamin and’ Bentley" schools. ‘They 
purchased the August Moro property as their 
first office and residence, This house was later 
‘moved three bloeks Into town, where Ceel setup 
the frst trailer court, ia the summer of 1955, 

"Two sons were born to them: Dale in No- 
‘vember, 165 and Nell in August, 187. The Speirs 
‘moved fo Red Deer tn July, 1963. Ceell is now 
‘operating a veterinary cline there 

‘Dale and Nel are both attending the Univers 
ty of Alberta, Edmonton. Dale is studying hor. 
Heulture and Nell is studying agricultural 
engineering, 


SPITTAL, PHYLLIS URSULA AND BOYS. 

Having been asked for’ something’ about 
ourselves to put inthe story book, we shal put 
in few words 

‘Mather, ry two boys Robert and Lioyd, and 
ceame fo Bekville August 41982. Why did we 
‘come? Teeatse we had been told Eekvile had & 
food General Hospital and a good school, and 
Raving been assured that Bertha and Arvid 
‘Anderson would take 4s to’ our ehuren (PUL 
{Gospel at Diamond Valley) = the one reason be 
Ing as important as the ather 

‘People a, "My farlly are the most impor- 
tant tome" same here, but seeing they ar, 
‘apd T being the supporter, ry job is and has bees 
Stuppermest importance. Therefore often tings 
fat home have to slde in order forme Yo ave sul 
ficken rest to be able to work, We Rave Aad our 
food dav and our bad lke everyone vse, Being 
midwife besides an R.N- and volunteerig toe 
mare or less on 24 hour eall to help the Stork 
‘make a good arrival has been a joy = But there 
fre drawbacks {9 that: a cake in the oven — 
bread rising ~ ask my good neighbour Lorraine 
Keegstra to pop over and take the cake out at 
Sichand such atime! The bread? Punch it down 
land hope forthe best! 

‘One time Thad peas soaked and ready to plant 
— someone's dog or what carne and fook off with 
The peas and the ean! While we were bullding ou 
karage — Lloyd's ‘Small Engine Repair Shop! 
fir. Harold Quante was carpenter), in puting 
fn the shingles T'was called off the root three 
times! Nevertheless each delivery has its om 
soy 

‘Mother returned to Ontario when Lloyd was 
to years old and Rebert about 12. Since then she 
hai paid her sisters a vist im England, and 
Several times she has been able to travel ‘0 
Biitish Columbia and stopped here for a year 
‘once. Mother willbe $9 in Maren —and has Just 
flown to Pender Island, BC. tobe with my sister 
iiay. 

















have enjoyed my life here at Eckvile, but 
now I'ind I am slowing down. ‘Therefore tls 
time to step out, allowing room for the younger 
person who has lively step and more modem 
Enowledge of nursing today. Tlook forward to @ 
pavial retirement and having @ three day work 
Week, to retire August 7, 178 

Robert Is In Calgary working for Stephens 
Medical and Surgical Company. and has’ been 
‘ere sx Years. Lloyd ls home and has his repalt 
‘hop: We hope business Will pick Up. 

have enjoyed my over aD years of nursing 
and cannot imagine lit without; however 10 
fave plans to keep myself active in velirement. 
‘Added by a hospital patient 

‘Mich more could have been sald about our 
Nurse Spit, but It wouldn't be sald by her, #0 
welladd a iin appreciation. We remember the 
eclal eare — the things no one else seemed to 
think of ~ the going beyond the regular line of 
‘uty to provide some creature comort — the tt 
iy sympathetie help. Then we remember her dry 
Sense of humour aad her ably tn dramalles 
‘shen the occasion arose at hospital parties or at 
tnteriainments. She really knew how fomake us 
Si iaugh, remembering that a. merry 
beth good ike a medicine" Thank you, Ursula! 
AGNES GUSTAVSON SUNDBERG 

Following her marriage to Fred Sundberg 
‘ey: made thelr Home in Seattle. They nave 
{ree children — Allen, Gordon “who Is now 
married), and Darlene, Pred passed. away 
fudeniy in March of 3861. Agnes stil ves in 
Seale with her daughter, 


TTAKKINEN, JOHN — writen by Fred Takikinen 

‘John Takkinen was born in Rovantem! 
land, fn T88. He immalgrated te the United 
States ih the eary 140s, There he worked as 
iminer anda tlskerman, fie met Linnea Yiinen i 
Butte, Montana. They were married In 1910 and 
‘were blessed witha son, Fred, on March 13,1911 

Tn 182 John moved his family fo Albetta, 0 
homestead’ on the SW 104045 in the Taimi 
School district. Their daughter Nora was born on 
‘Gctober 3, 1932 on the homestead. Another son, 
arola was bora in 1918, He passed away in 14 
And was buried nthe Rock Mountain House 
cemetery at the age of six Years. Nora and T 
‘ralked @ mile to the alm school where we tole 
{of our schooling. 

Por years John worked hauling telephone 
poles and railway les Into Rocky Mountain 
onge with'a team of horses, He was very in 
lerested in Percheron horses and had a sd 
horse wien he took with him all around the 
Fooky Mountain Howse, Lesievile and Peeve 
reas for many years. 

In 1828 the family moved to the Eckvile dls. 
feet where they bought the NE 13.30.03 fram 
the CPLR TZarmed there with my dad ntl 95, 
‘then he passed avray. I married Hija Tolonen 
th August 5 1895 and Wwe were blessed with three 
thldzen, ice, Lawrence, and Karen, 











20s 


We had mostly good luck farming, although 
tne erops of 1845, 1888 and 851 were halled out 
During the summer of 1851 the old house onthe 
farm was sold and. moved Into. the town of 
Eckville, where ts sil being lived In. We then 
bul anew modern home on te farm, where we 
Ive nt so the farm in 199. We then retired 
to Eekvill, toa new home whieh we had built 
there. My wife, Hllja, passed away on February 
1, 9 after $8 years of happily married lf 

Our children are all married now. Alice went 
to university fo become a teacher and. after 
‘Braduating moved to Acme to teach, There she 
harried dim Bates and they now ive on a farm 
hear Acme with thelr four ehlldren, Sherry, 
‘Foanne, Doug ana Tana 

Taweence went 10 Work for the C-P.R. in 
Calgary Be married Jean Vipond and they have 
fro sons, Michael and Garth. Lawrence was 
transferred fo Revelstoke, B.C, where they lived 
for many years. From tere he went to Nelson 
fora short stay before. moving back 10 
Revelstoke. He now lives In Cranbrook, B.C. 
Where he Is stl working for the CPR 

‘Karen graduated from high school in Beeville 
In 197, and then took a secretarial course in Red 
Deer, She married Dale Harrison and they are 
now both working and living in eed Deer 

My sister Nora is married to Hans Moos of 
Eckville, They lived on a farm for most of theit 
lives, bai are now relined and ving in the town 
of Bekele 

‘Our mother, Linnea Maki is living fn the 
efile Manor, after living for many Years at 
Sylvan Lake. She moved Into the Mangr House 
"ight after It opening, so that she could be cose 
toher children and many grandchildren 

Tam now enjoying my retirement by spen- 
‘ing my time fshing’ and hunting in the West 
‘country and playing erib with my friends. 


TERRY, THE LOWELL AND HELEN 
FAMILY by Helen Terry 

‘Lowell Flovd ‘Terry, eldest son of Floyd 1 
‘Teriy'and Lila Bolce’ Terry, was bora near 
Virgelle, Montans, U.S.A. on December 18, 1914 
Helen Margaret Terry, the only daughter of Guy 
Collins and Lals Seright Callin, was bora on 
‘August 16,1914 atthe farm home of her parents 
‘near Montague, Montana 

“Hoth Lowell and Helen received thelr elemen: 
tary education in rural schools of Montana, 
Lowell attended high schoo! In Big Sandy, son 
tama, and Helen received her high school eda: 
Hon ‘at ‘Geraldine, Montana. Based upon her 
Sanding se" Sslufaforian of her highschool 
‘raduaing class, Helen was awarded a one-year 
Echolarship from the Greater University of Mon- 
tana. in addition, she was the recipient ofa four 
Year scholarship awardea by the Montana 
Federation of Women’s Clube, After four years 
pent at Montana State College, located in 
Bozeman, Helen was graduated with a B.Sc, 
dogree In Secretarial Studs and'a Secondary 





School Teaching Certificate, n June of 1996, She 





then spent three years teaching business educa: 
ton in high schools in Montana 

Tn the meantime Lowell had completed his 
Schooling and had Joined the Civilian Conserva: 
ifon Corp, a government sponsored work project 
‘esigned to provide employment for young men 
‘luring the depression years. Following ths ex 
Perlence he was employed as a construction 
Worker onthe Fort Peck Dam being built on the 
Missouri River near Glasgow, Montana, 

After thelr marriage on March 3, 3839 tn 
Great Fall Montana, Lowell and Helen lived 
fd farmed in various areas of north-central 
Mantana, and through the years they were 
blessed with five daughters and three sons. 

“Their children received thelr edueation in 
varlous rural schools until the farlly settled in 
Big Sandy in 151, Luelle, Joyce, Frances and 
loa ail graduated trom ihe Big Sandy High 
School, naving the lstinetion of each one belng 
made @ member of the Natlonal Honor Society 
‘aprecedent set for tem by thelr other during 
bef high school days). Lucille and Joyce both 
became teachers in Montena-Lucille recelving 
her University training at Montana Sate College 
and. Northern Montana ‘College, and. Joyee 
Fecelving hers from the Montana State Normal 
College at Dillon andthe University of Montana 
ft Missoula, 





Lucile was marsied in 1968 0 Loyd Kuehne of 
Wolf Polnt, Montana. Loyd had graduated from 
Montana State College. with a B.Se, degree In 
Animal industry In Test, Lucite continued her 
teaching career until they moved to Great Falls, 
where Loyd was employed by the 7-Up Bottling 
Company. They havea daughter, Rachel, bora is 
16s, 

‘Ta 1865 Joyce was married to Maynard Brant, 
of Libby, Montana. Soon after thelr marriage 
They moved to Seattle, Washington, where 
‘Maynard was employed by Boeing Alreraft, and 
‘Joyee continued her work as a teacher, In the 
ent and Renton schools near Seattle, They later 








returned fo Montana where Joyce has continued 
her teaching career and Maynards employed as 
fn accourtant by the Cal Gas Company. in 
Kalispell. Thelr fo children are Michael, Dorn 
In gt and Blenele, born in 1980 

‘ter their childfen all Teached school age 
Helen returned to the teaching protession, this 
lime teaching on the elementary level” She 
‘stended summer courses at Northern Montans 
College at Hevre, and on August 8, 1957 she was 
awarded a BSc. degree in Blementary Teacher 
Education, and received the Elementary School 
Advanced ‘Teaching Certifteate 

The family waa now beginning to think of a 
‘evr location, and a land seeking trip In August of 
838 and another in 1959 resulted in. thelr 
purchase of the NW 6-45.05, Inthe Bingley area 
Borthoves of Leslieville. A short time later they 
Were able to purchase three more adjolning 
‘quarters 

‘Lowel had arrived tn Alberta in February of 
‘86p but Helen and the ehlldven were obliged {0 
remain in Montana until Helen finished her year 
of teaching and the children had completed thelr 
School year. Sot was that on June 1, 1860 the 
final tes were eut in Montana, forall but Lucile 
land Joyee, and Alberta became thelr new home. 
‘They brought with them many happy memories, 
as well as the memory of two tragic events in 
{het early faallyHfethe death of Joyce's twin 
sister; Janel, at the age of sx anda haf years, fn 
'& publi swimming pool In Lewistown, Montana, 
Sand the loss a hele home and entre contents by 
fire on thete farm north of Forest Grove, Mon 
fama, in 1951 

Th 1859 Frances had been married to Paul 
Bogner of Fort Benton, Montana, and they im 
migrated to Alberta at ihe same time and fo the 
ame area as the rest ofthe family. In 1909 the 
Bogner family moved to Nordegg, where Paul 
Was employed as a guard at the Correctional 
Institute there, later belng transferred to the 
Provineial Institute at Peace River. He is 
presently employed as. Corrections Officer It at 
Peace River. Frances has been empioyed for 8 
fime as an attendant at the Autumn Lodge 
(Senior citizen's Home) in Berwyn and’ since 

7 has been a nursing attendant at the Hotel 
Diow Hospital. at Whitelaw, Alberta. They 
urchased a farm near Berwyn in August of 1972, 
Wwhere they make thelr home and carry on the 
arming operations "in thle spare time". They 
have seven children, the oldest of whorn wil 
fraduate from a Peace River High Schoo in the 
Spring of 198, Hs plans are then to enter the 
itary Academy tn Kingston, Ontario. 

“After Floyd's graduation from high schoo! in 
big Sanay he was awarded a scholarship by the 
local Lutheran Chureh which enabled lm fo at 
tend Concordia College In Moorehead, 
Mibsesola U'SA. for one Sear. He Was late 
employed by the Canadian Imperial Bank st 
Camrose and at Claresholm. However, fe 
‘eeided that the indoor, sedentary nature of 





























workers In @ bank was not to his king, so he 
‘esigned fo work at more outdoor, active abs n 
‘lading tarming, service station work and eice 
{real work, before going fo Montana to work in 
‘he lumbering Industry and then on 2 lvestock 
Fanci at ig Sandy. Hels presently employed in 
Shimber vardin Big Sandy, Montana, and Goes a 
food deal of trucking In connection with this 
fperation. In 1806 he married Marlene Ames, 
daughter ‘of Austin. and Edna. Ames of Rocky 
Mountain House, ‘Their two children, Vietoria 
tnd Frederick, are bath attending schoo In Big 
Sandy. 

‘Of Lowell and Helen's other ebildren, Ruth 
ann and’ Kenneth graduated from the Rocky 
Mountain House High School and Robert 
{aduated from the Camrose Composite High 
School, Ruth Ann and Robert both aitended the 
Alberta Bible institute In Cararose, ftom which 
Ruth Ann graduated in 1965 with & Ministerial 
Diploma, and Robert graduated In 1973 with 3 
Buchel of Thealogy degree. 

Kenneth took training in Auto Mechanics a 
SAIT in Calgary and was employed by Edwards 
Garage In Rocky Mountain House for some time 
before being lured fo the oll Industry. He worked 
tls way up through the ranks, and has held the 
poston of driller forthe past several years. Dur 
Ing his employment on the oll rigs he has won 
‘many safety awards. He owns a farm northwest 
bt Leslievile and on his days aff carries on his 
{rming and ivestork operations, 
trite, the former Waltarcena’ Thompson of 
Leslieville. Their two children, James and 
Marie, both attend the Leslieville school, 

Robert accepted a pastorate al. Biggar, 
Suskatenewan ip August, 17, and served as 
pastor of the Biggar Church of God for four years 
before resigning to further hs education at the 
Anderson School of Theology, at Anderson, Ts 
lana, US.A. He expects to Fecelve his Master of 
‘Theology degree in 11. Robert was married on 
May 2, 191) to the former Boanle Mastrae of 
Drayion Valley. Bonnle received her R.N. 
Gegree from Archer Memorial Hospital at La 
‘mont, Alberia, on August 3, 1912, being a 
member ofthe last clase of murees to graduate 
‘om, thls hospital, Bonnie and Robert have a 
on, Shaw, barn Octaber 4, 1978 and a daughter, 
Jody, born August 2, 1015 

Following her graduation trom Alberte Bible 
Institute Rutt Ann worked es s medial recep 
onlst and secretary in Red Deer and later in 
Calgary before. going to Ontario ‘where. she 
Worked as a bookkeeper. On August 25 192 she 
Wiss married to Flonald Paul of Napanee, On 
{arlo, and has singe mage her Rome in Onéaro, 
After graduating from the Ontario Ageeuttural 
College ‘at Gueiph with a se. degree in 
‘Agriculture, Ronald has taught schoo}, has been 
‘Geneties Technologist at Queen's University at 
Kingston, Ontario, and since 1974 has been 
employed as a Quality Control Manager at Met 
fale Foods of Deseranto, Ontario. He and Ruth 




















‘Ann own afarmnear Enterprise where they ive 
ut ease out the farm land. They have two 
daughters, Caralee, born November 16,1913 and 
Ronda Joie, born November 1, 3877. Tet 
tom Willa, was born Maren 2,198 In a6 
tion fo being’a mother and housevefe, Rath Ann 
‘Bnd me fo be a very successful Tupperware 
emonstzstor and exis. 

Towel was aman of que dlspostion and one 
who had: considerable aby fa a numberof 
fields, Bocauee is father had raised and used 
horses om his farm, as a young boy Lovell 
developed an interest in veocs patesaniy 
intorse, The favorite recreation of hn ands 
‘chums aways involved Rorses in one way oF 
Stother-uslly roping a horse off the range 

then frying ther fuck at ring hm, For 
Several years Before his marriage Lowell par 
ticipated in many ofthe amateur rodeos of is 
‘rea, winniog hi share of the aware given, 

‘Big game hunting was another of Lowell's in 
torent tn Montana be made'a year major 
‘ining trip ench season, and ater coming to 
‘Alter He obtained hs cca! Guides lcense 
nd ook Hunting parties into the big game area 
Sirrounding Fox Creek, Whitecourt and 
Valleyview 

While farming Lowell ways did his own 
mechanical and sir necessary Pepa Wort of 
His equipment:Atter coming fo Alberta e toe 
{he soured provineal examinatlons nd was 
ranted. an Alberta Mechanics Meenas, after 
{Saving the farm he svas employed by Sehoell 
and Barve, am International Harvester farm 
Toacninerydealerani in Camrose, and iter by 
Patterson's in Dayaland. Hie ably as. 
Carpenter enabled him’ fo bud. or semodel 
Several ofthe homes in whit the tary Bred 
is knowledge of electrical work and pismbing 
‘ae poasble foreach ofthese homes fo Be 
‘modernised 

“in 108 Lowell sufered a heat attack, and 
ecaute of ins the farm was feted and Tater 
fold Yo Lava and'Luelle Kuenoe in August ot 
{Set Lowell and Helen rented out thir home in 
Dayatand and Sougn a home in Revie, where 
elena accepted a postion as busines educa 
tion teachr in fhe Eckvle high schol Lowell's 
Interest aways remained with the farrn and he 
ped out there during the busy season unt is 
fallng heath foreed fim ino Compete reir 
teats He Then enjosed playing cards wih Bis 
frends 

Tatier time proved oe an ideal time for a 
snort nelday, bo Lovell and Selon mage 2 
Sumber of ple trips fo Las Vegas to"ry their 
Tusk and to vat Helen's father and hs wife mo 
lived there, Prior to one of these tips hey haa 
been fortunate enough to be awarded a8 al 
expense pad trip fr to to Las Vegas! Tas was 
gute a happy surprise. Each summer” aso 
Brousnt ahaiday tip, usually To visit members 
of the arly or ends in Montana, Washington, 
Seton Columbia or Saskatenewan Un 975 hey 

















‘made a trip by truck and camper t0 Ontario to 
‘iit thelr daughter and family, as well as potnts 
of interest along the way, 

In March of 1964 the children honored thelr 
parenis with a 2m Wedding Anniversary recep 
fiom Reld inthe Bingley Hall. In 194 the parents 
Were again honored—and delightfully. sur 
prised by Special family dinner and party 
held at the Eke Club in Red Deer thls being the 
Secasion of thelr 35th Wedding Anniversary 

"The ‘Terrys were a close-knit fami 
‘every Christmas all of the enlldren with thle 
families planned to spend the holidays th 
Towel and Helen iit were at all possible, The 
CCaristmas of 1913 was to be exira special, forall, 
Seven ehildven, withthe families, planned tobe 
present et the faally gathering in Eckl, 
Lowell and Helen were enroute fo the Calgary 
ateport fo meet uth Ann and her family when 
Lowell became critically il and had tobe rushed 
by ambulance to the Red Deer General Hospital, 
where he passed away on December 18, 191508 
the 6ist anniversary of his birthday” He was 
buried in the Bekville cemetery 

Helen ‘has continued ‘her teaching in the 
Eckville High School and in addition, teught 
adult classes In typewriling and accountng dur 
Ing the spring of 1978. She has taken an active 
part in the Bekele and Distt Histrieal Soe 
fy'and inthe local Friendship Cub, She has held 
the office of president ofthe Friendship Cub and 
{or the past five vears has been secretary ofthe 
club, ‘Travel continues fo be a part of her ac 
tivities, wih frequent visite fo the homes ot her 
fulldren. A visit with riends and relatives fn 
Montana occupies a part ofeach surance. In the 
Summer of 1977 she accompanied her daughter 
‘Joyee and her family on am extended sight 
‘Seeing trp through paris of Montana, Arizona, 
iano, Nevada and Washington, 

‘Lowel had often made the comment that “aty 
only regret Is that we didn't came to make our 
ome in Alberta 20 years betore we did teten 
Js in complete agreement with this feeling, and 
plans fo continue living in er home in rei 
Hier hobbies are gardening. and various ‘an 
dlerafts—when she can find’ time to. pursue 
‘hem! 








‘THOMPSON, FRANK L. 

Having sold a farm ad all machinery in the 
alny Cieek dtc tn January’ of th I 
yecame apparent we were going to mlss not ha 
Ing any’ lan Six months later in Suly we bought 
fom fzra and Homer Isaacson of Eekvile the 
NW 27-38.W5, tne west half of 34383,WS and 
NE_34-38-3.W5. We bought a full line of 
machinery again and took great pleasure mak 
Ing he yard into a show place by panting trees 
and lawn. We got two knsbbles (ours), palnted 
them red and’ set them close tothe highway along 
with a sign — "Bonny View Farm 

Te family consisted of mse, wife Mare, 
son Gary born March 5, 1918 and’ Mary Gayle 











born May 3, 1956. Both children were in school 
and Marie icoked after them and took eare of out 
Hsulte Bony View Apartments in Red Deer 
Because of this Thad to batch most of the ime 

Tied the large spruce trees that had been 
planted years ago by ihe Issaesons thal Sur 
Tounded the house and the wrens that Sang and 
Dull thetr neste inthe bird houses I had bull for 
them. The nelghbors were flendly and helpful 
‘was proud fo be part of the community. Ten hap 
y years were spent growing rape and bazle, 
omic was sold as seed to the neighbors or pit 
{rough the elevator at kvl, 

The crops were masty very good. I owe a 
seat ‘deal fo those who helped with the farm 
‘Work “Bob Dickie (the mail: man) —Falpn 
{Lougheed — alph Dowler™ Chris Anderson — 
en Ackerman Lorne Hamalton and later my 
son Gary. Many more gave me thelr help and 
‘ioral support. Thank you al 

During Sepiember, 172, three quarters were 
sold fo the Getle Brothers of Eekvlle, The river 
‘quarter was sold to Dr. Marriott of ed Dee. 

Gary is married fo Donna Riche of ueknow, 
Ontarte. Mary Gayle married Ron Taylor of Red 
Deer and ‘they havea Ute. daughter, Julie 
Autumn. They reside in Red Deer. Marié and T 
ive n'a small but cozy house a 513943 Avenue 
In Red Deer, 

‘Would we do tall over again? — sure would 








‘THORKMAN, JACOB RICHARD 

‘Jacob Richard Thorkman, the eldest son of 
Tomas and. Maria "Thorkman was born 
February 7, 1881, at Rock Springs, Wyoming, 
USA, 

Ta The spring of 1908, Richard came with his 
parents and brothers (0 the Bekvlle district, 

Richard married Mary Holland, eldest 
aughter of Thamas and Mary Holland of Con 
or, Mary. was born in England, coming. 10 
(Canada wits her parents a5 a young, 
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Richard and Mary farmed the SW 35-9-3.15. 
‘This is where thelr five children were born, 
Richard Jr, Willred, Simmy, Robert "and 
daughter Faye Shiney 

"The enldren took fhelr schooling at Estonian 
and Bekville schools, 

"Richard and Rose lived at Pincher Creek and 
they have two sone Kim and Wayne. 

‘wilted and Pat, living at Leduc, have two 
‘aughters, Sandra and Ter. 

‘im, living. at Warburg, has two children, 
Steven and Susen. 

‘Robert living at Warburg, has one son 

Fave (irs. Nell Rlcalton) of Red Deer has 
two eldren Tony and Jason 

"Richard and Mary lived on the farm until 
retiing to the fown of Rlmbey in 1960, 

Tp May, 1968, Richard passed away in the 
Rimtbey Auxillary Hospital atthe age of 17 Years. 
He is buried in the Mount Auburn Cemetery 
Rimbey 

‘Mary’ Is remarried, to Joe Bunch ot Rimbey, 
and they presently reside In Drayton Valley 








TIHONEN, EDDIE AND LOUISE 

aale Frederick Tihonen was born tn the 
‘0ras district near Rocky Mountain House on the 
{arm of hs maternal grandparents, Andrew and 
‘Matilda Ratko, At one monte of age he returned 
with his mother and father, E and Ina Tuhonen 
{o thelr farm southeast of Syiven Lake, His 
father, Ate (mown as Ba) was bora in Mikel, 
Finland and came to Canada atthe age of seven 
years: Biddle spoke only Finnish uni he started 
ohooi, where, however, ‘he learned English 
{ulekty. He took his schéolng at the Marianne 
Sehoo! and the Compasite High Scho, Teed 
Deer 

He completed his mechanic's apprenticeship 
at Lakeview Garage in Sylvan Lake, whlch Was 
‘owned by Joe Untinen Sr 

Edie was married fo Mary Loulse Warner ot 
Red Deer in 185, After living in Sylvan Lake for 
the rst four and a halt years of thetr marriage, 
they maved to Bekvile th October 96h fist 
Ing in the house owned by George Joknson Dut 
after two years they bull helt own home on the 
zescent, west of the hospital, the rst house to 
be bullt there. During these two years, Eadle 
farvied on an automotive repatr garage at Bil's 
(Comer Service owned by il Ellul. 

TBelag a born ‘catrepreneur, however, he 
purchased a piece of land formerly owned By 
Scarte Grain Company and ne and Loulse setup 
‘hele own business under the name of Edaie’s 
‘Automotive and Tractor Lid. As thle business 
rem, start was hired and after about three years 
fey became a dealer for New Holland Yarm 
‘machinery. Eventually an extension to the ga 
age had fo be bull, ‘The business has grown 
Headly 

Eddie and Loulse have two children, a son, 
Marie Aaron, bora in 1962 and a daughter, dil 
born in 1985, both attending school In Eekiille 








‘The whole family enjoys outdoor lite and 
‘when ime permits do some hiking, camping aNd 
Fishing in the mountain. 


MIKE TOIVANEN AND PETE TOIVANEN 
FAMILY — by Ray Toivanen 

‘Al the With of the century (1901), ‘Mike 
‘Toivanen arrived in Eexville from Sebeka, 
Minnesota, U.S.A. (0 establish a homestead on 
SETés8-3:V5, After bulldinga home located 0 
‘ahd a half lies east of Eekulle, he seat for is 


train station (now an historial reminder) has 
‘een well maintained and iss In eurrent use 
‘The Tolvanen family was reunlted in s heavy 
downpour, which later caused their horse and 
wagon to become flrmiy bogged dowa in mud 
Detiveen Red Deer and Sylvan Lake, Such was 
Tele tist glimpse of "Sunny Albert 

Seven years later, In 1809, Mike Toivanen 
passed away, leaving hs only on, Pete, to com 
tinue with the farming operation assisted by his 
new bride, the former Katherine Lemp! Mak 


He contlned farming until 1828 when he sold his 
{arm fo Mike Sestrap, ana moved nto the village 
of Bekele 

‘Some of Dad's occupations inthe early day's 
consisted of hauling groceries from Red Deer by 
horse and wagon for Mr. Klick, operator af the 
Sore situated at the original ste af Eexvile, one 











mile north ofthe present town, He was a Director 
{or the Cop Store, and bought hogs at Kootuk 
for Fred Patterson, and later for the Medicine 
Valley Co-op Assoclation from the eariy 1920's to 
the mid 1290s 

‘Atte business comes pleasure. Pete was one 
of the instigators of the bullding of te Young. 
Peoples” Hall, « gathering place for lentes, 
ances, fatrs, and church on Sundays. Frequent 
ly daa played the violin, accompanied by mother 
on the organ, for dances held there, 

‘The Toivanen farm was a gathering place for 
Sunday afternoon ballgames. Another favorite 
pastime in the carly days was pleking wild 
Berries. Saskatoons, raspberries, chokecherties, 
Dlueber*ies, goaseberries and strawberries were 
tn plentiful supply, Infact, an afternoon of pike 
Ing by the whole Tamlly, yielded suffetent 
bettie to preserve a winter's supply. 

"The north ead of Sylvan Lake, called “the 
ekville Beach", was a favorite spot for plenles 
and sports days, Oa those occasions, Instead of 8 
Plenie lunch, the housewives brought the In 
Eredients, whieh consisted of fresh rallk and 
‘egetables, to cook a Finnish “Fish Mulligan 
‘The fishermen were always. successful in 
catching enough fish to make a good pot of 
“ullgan 

‘Dad was the maliman for Rural Route No. 3 
covering the area east of Eekville. Many in 
{eresting stores to his family arose from this ce 
‘upation. The slogan: ""Nelther wind nor snow: 
hot sleet or hal, wilt stop the delivery of this 
mmaiit must have evolved here. After-a heavy 
Snowfall and strong winds had bullt up the snow 
artis, dad would take a good ran at them with 
his ear inorder to plough his way trough Snow 
ploughs were unheard of then! Later, when the 
‘ural residents eame to town, they tld ofthe Dig 
furry’ of saow heralding. dad's. arrival. They 
‘Would algo relate how they'd waited fo see if dad 
‘made It through the drifts, and, If successful, 
they would then veoture a tip nto town, 

‘However, on the north end of te run, near the 
‘arm of Charle Anderson, the its were often 
‘ery difficult to. maneuver. Consequently, 
Cate would have his horses harnessed and 
Feady to pull dad through this stretch. This (s 8 
fine example ofthe ploneer spirit, always willing 
folenda helping hand wherever and whenever it 
was needed. Only when the snow became too 
fiep for the automobile dla dad resort to his 
horse and sleigh. This was a hardship itself, as 
2 cold winter day ‘with sub-zero temperatites 
‘and bllzzard conditions became a Very ong and 
Githeutt 12 to14 hours to endure 

‘A. common practice which adds @ little 
“splee" fo the early setters image was the chew. 
Ing of snuff by the men. For example, dad 
chewed snuff at the rate of three to four boxes 
per week, beginning at the age ot IT years and 
ontinuing uni) age 88 years. Thus) @ rough 
faleulaton Indicates that he went thcoueh ap- 
proximately 12,790 boxes" In Ais Ilfeime = 














‘enough to make a stockpile approximately 1300 
feet high! Snuft chewing caused problems ofits 
‘wn. Dad's frst car, a Grey Dort, purchased in 
fhe early 1800's, was am 9pen touring model 
When those of us who had the misfortune fo ide 
In the back seat sensed that dad was getting 
ealy to unload some of the "snoose", there Was 
‘mad scramble in the back fo nit the oor, or 
fuck under any available cover inorder to miss 
fhe "spray" 

‘Mrs. Pele Tolvanen, nee Katherine Lempl 
‘Maki, came to Bekvile in 903 with her parents 
from’ Butte, Montana, USA. Mr. and. Mrs 
Gabriel Maki homesteaded about four and one 
Ses northeast of Erle: Pete ed "Lm 

"were matried in 197, and lived ta celebrate 
heir Goiden Wedding Anniversary In 195 

‘Mother was setivein the rural area, Se was 
member of the Church, the Women’s Tnsttate 
and the ‘Young Peoples" Hail Board. The 
farmers wives had thele work cutout for them 
Aluring harvest season. In later years they looked 
Beek sth fond memories to when the steam 
engine puling the separator and bunk car, pulled 
{ino the yard: Again the ploneer and commun 
Spirit prevalied, as all the neighbor ladles 

ved to lend a helping hand to feed the 
threshing crew. 

‘Mother was very fortunate in belng able to 
survive the fla epidemic in 1918. When very i, 
Chinese nurse arzived at the farm, help to 
nurse her back to good health 

"The family consisted of six children, Ada, the 
‘eldest, born in 1809, married Jim Sloan and they 
Falsed two sons, David and Robert, Ada pasted 
sway in Calgary In 1974 

‘The’ second daughter, Este, born in 191, 
‘became ‘Ms. Joe Hye. She passed away In 
Calgary in 186i. She dla not have eny children. 

“Ernest, bora in 1914, married Shirley Steven 
son of Leilievile, He ealated with the army in 
190, going overseas the same year He served in 
England, Selly, tly, Holland, France, and Ger 
‘many before Telurning home in 1845, Shirley 
passed’ away several years. ago in Calgary, 
Where thelr only child, a. daughter, Terry 
Festdes with her husband, Ron Ager, and four 
thildren. Ente ts presently ving in Vancouver. 

Bill, born In’ 1916, married to Dorothy, 
Bergstvom of Ekle, has two sons, Bob and 
‘Tersy, and four grandehlldren. He served inthe 
frmy overseas from 3942 until 1915. Taey are 
now Lethbridge residents. 

‘Ray married irene Erickson of Stetter in 
195, He enllstedin the R.C.A.P- asa plot in 1982 
Upon his release In 1885 Ray began employment 
withthe Geatral Alberta Dairy Pool andi stl 
Employed with that company. Ray’ and Irene 
Rave two ehllaren, Scott and Janie, and’ one 
‘randchila. They now live In Rea Deer. 

‘Dorothy, Mrs. Tom Forhan, resides in 


























okville. The Forhane have three children — 
Brenda, Randy 
srandehilaren 


‘and. Jim, and two 





TOIVANEN, HELEN DOROTHY 

"Helen Dorothy Toivanen is the youngest child 
ofr, and Mrs, Peter Tolvanen. She was born on 
the nomestead on August 12,1928. Dorothy ook 
all her schooling tn Eckville except forthe last 
‘ear of hgh school which she took at the 
Lethiprage Coulegate 

Miss Claays Jones was her frst teacher tor 
two years. who ‘then marcied Bert Lundberg, 
Margaret MeKinnon for two. years, then uth 
Craig. Mr. Baldwin, Ado ‘Tipman, Mr John 
Henley-Lewis and Mrs, Westergard. Mr Seott 
(aught us muse 

‘Dorothy Was flower girl for the Lisa 
Lundberg Everett Baldwin wedding 

‘Atler graduation, Dorothy came back to 
Eckville. She worked at Aboussafly and Parris 
General Store, at the telephone office with 
‘Eviher Johnson and Sirs, Loulse Pink. Then Went 
fo work at Forhan's Pharmacy. In 198 she 
‘married Thomas Forhan, 

‘Dorey recalls the skating rink on the river 
‘lot Kull’s house (where we ved). Barry and. 
Bil Armstrong, Pickles (Arvo) and George 
Sestrap, Teddy Barnett, George Johnson, 
Brother Bil, Bil and Reg Morris and many 
sore playing hockey there 

‘Marg McKinnon was our C.G.I-T. leader. 
‘mere were 10 oF more. Doroiny and sylvia 

ih, Selina Coven, Violet. Kingsep, Alberta 
Coults, Marie Loulse Selvais,” Phyllis 
‘MacDonald, Marie MeDannell label Merriman 
and mysell. We walked toe different farms for 
imoelings. Also went to Kasota Beach for tWo 
Stmumers: Most of us keepin toueh at Christmas 

‘We also had a hockey team with almost all the 
same gris plus Alfne Langer tn gol. We played 
lmbey, Rocky Mountain House, Sylvan Lake 
landone game with Red Deer who were aboveus, 
‘They Le us have one boy to play and Bob Umari 
played, We won, 

'Wealso plaved soft bal with most of the same 
crew and against the same towns 

‘Mi. Maclean, a Presbyterian minister was a 
lean fall man, i remember the first time Ms. 
Yon Holtum saw him stand up in churen she 
ated at esos and kept loking up ana up 
Ske was a lovely tny lady. He was our basketball 
teacher and coach, We won most of our games 
tnd played Rimbey, Rocky Mountaln House, 
Syivan Lake and Bentley 

‘Once when coming back from imbey, we 
stopped at Bentley to see Mr. Bernie Dennett. At 
ihe time the doctor had maggots on his knee (a 
trar Injury) and he fold us he'd lost to of the 
maggots. Back in Mr. Maclean's open al ear, he 
arted scratching and shifting around. Natural 
Jp. we asked what was wrong and Re sald” 
{ete r've got Mr. Dennett's maggots.” We were 
forrited at frst and then laughed. 

T have been. president of the curling club. 
started curling when 5 of I, First bonspiel was 
at Leslieville with Mrs. Bergstrom and Kit 
Armstrong: don't recall who the dt was. We won, 














‘cake plate, Leslieville rink was baled straw for 
Sides 

T have beens secretary and president of the 
Catholte Women’s League, vice-president ofthe 
region Ladies" Auxiliary. 


OSWALD UMARI — ELLEN KAILA 
‘Oswald Umari was bora In Butte, Montana, 
and Ellen Kalla was born in Belt, Montana. AS 
Young people, they made their way to Alberta, 
lind were married in Med Deer, In 1817, They 
lived" at Sylvan Lake for tlie after their 
marriage, then moved 19 Eekville about 1821 

‘Oswald was one of the managers of the Co-op 
store in Syivan Lake and eke. They both 
took an aelive part in the affairs of the commun 
{ye and enjoyed curling, tennis, badminton, and 
other sports. 

"The Umaris left Alberta in 1985 and located at 
Enderly, BAC eve they operated a. grocery 
‘business with Bob and Wilbur ual the Business 
‘as sold In 197 

‘Oswald” and Ellen celebrated their Golden 
Wedding ‘Anniversary dn 1957. Oswald passed 
away February 11,1979 and Ellen passed away 
‘om duly 26,1975 

hele children, Bob, Wilbur, and Mildred all 
lve In British Columbia, 








VANSCO, VINCE 

‘was bora In Hungary, and came out from 
thereat the time of the Revolution in Novernber, 
1856, fo Austria where spent ve months (nthe 
camp. From Austria T went to Holland where f 
Spent another month and.a hall From there we 
Sarted to Canada on the Holland Ship. It took 15, 
‘days 0 get fo Halifax because of an aceldent on 
fhe sea onthe fourth day out when an allan ship 
hauling wheat from Italy to Norway’ ran into us 
Wed tog tothe neares! port, whlch ook three 
{ays and ove ended up in Brest, France. Tl took 3 
fay to move things from the Holland Ship (0 
finother one and. seven days from there (0 
Halifax where we landed an March 25, 187 
‘Another two day's of travelling from Halifax to 
Mera, Ontasto and 1 found my aunt and uncle 
land offer relatives, It fas three days later when 
I sarted to. work for Dt. MeKibbon inthe 
Veterinary Cline ia Whitey, Ontario. T worked 
there for three years and then went fo Calgary 
{ora month's holiday inthe spring 01960 to visit 
{lends who had come from the O18 Country ith 
me. T never returned Fast except to visit my 
elatives. T got work with Dr. Ceell Speirs on 
Apel 1, 1960, atthe Eekville Veterinary Cline 
‘and have worked for him about 0 years. found 
‘place tolive with Mr. and Mrs. iim Heath and 
this was may home for five years 

Im April i983, Lmarried Sylvia Eawards from 
Rocky Mountain House who had lost her husband 
Ian accident a few years before, We bought the 
Slim Heath home and this has een our nome 
fever since, The Heaths moved to Peaticton, B.C 
Sylvia had tree children ~ Pat, Dick and Greg 











Pat married Garry Polit of Leslieville, Dick 
harried Brenda Wasson of Pine Point, NW.» 
fd Greg married Janice Matthews of Eckvile 

‘On Nevernber 10, 1965, our daughter Sheryi 
was born and is getthig her education in 
Eckville In 197, Syivia, Sheryl and myself 
made a trip back to my homeland to visit my 
parents, two sisters, one brother and olker 
Felatives. I was good to go home to see the folks 
but itwas great to get back to aur Rome here—a 
‘wonderful community to live In 


‘VITALA, ERNEST 

“Enest Viltala was born on his parents’ farm 
four and one-half miles north of Hekvile. Here 
‘mained on the farm, working with his Tather. 
From 1066 to 1082 he worked on the Eekvile 
‘Mutual Telephone ines, and found this was qulte 
Interesting, meeting mast of the people nthe ds 
{let in 15 he worked with Kingsep Water Well 
Driling, and also continued farming untl 1973, 
‘St thls time he sold the farm and moved In! 
Boxsie 

[Ernest secured a position with the County of 
Lacombe, driving the sehool Dus from Eekvile 
to Lacombe and working in the Lacombe bus 
‘garage during the day 

‘On July 20, 1s Ernest married Juanita 1. 
Lee. Juanita is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Lee of Bvarts, She was born fa Bekvile, 
false in the Evarts District and Worked In th 
“Eckl Hospital from 192 196, before taking 
a Certiied Nursing Alde Course. She then 
‘torked in Olds, Ponoka Mental Hospital, and for 
nine years at Deerhome in Red Deer, before 
Fetturing fo the Eekville Hospital in 1943 

Tn 1975 Juanita let active nursing (0 devote 
mare time'to er home ie. 


VON HOLTUM, CONSTANTINE HERBER 

‘Constantine. Herber von Holtum was born 
January 22, 1882 in Sellagen Wald, Raineland, 
Germany” fils father, Wlneim vor Holt, was 
‘tater and subsequently served asa Judge In 
‘ixtCa.Chapelle, where Von recieved his educa’ 
flon with a vlew for a career in banking as @ 
foreign correspondent. Tn order to acquire five 
yin French’ and Dutch he spent part of his 
Senool years abroad, He had a marked apilude 
for languages and, apart from the academic 
languages Latin’ and Greek, he became 
proficient in seven tongues of the modern world 
However, work in the bank didnot appeal to Von 
fn in his eary twenties ne quit Ris post and 
‘went on visit foam unele In Minnesota, US.A 

‘Afler-a short time spent there Von carne to 
canada tn 1904 and took up a homestead near 
Leslieville, Alberta. While proving up on It he 
Worked as a store clerk in Trochu, feed Deer, and 
Bente 

When the First World War broke out 
alghough, by this thme he hed becorne a Canadian 
fiilzen, ihe Torlestreated him as_an allen, 





Wrongiully accused of being a spy, he was im 





prisoned and browght to til. Fortunately the 
Liberals, of whet party he’ was a member, 
edfected his release ater two weeks imprison: 
‘ment (He Tost ten pounds in that fortnight) 
Rithough he was acquitted, be lost, throug this 
persecttion, his homestead and oer property 
Exe for a quarter section af and to which Mr 
Soe Huerlimann held the tle, and which he Ww 

{arming on shares, Following hs release from 
jal Von remained in Calgary and became a 
Dariner witha Mr. Cohen n'a secondhand stare, 

‘Bventualy Yon needed aa operation on is 
lungs, part of which was removed. Th order {0 
Teeuperate he wen! to Eekvile where he started 
fling station forthe Imperial Olt Company. 
‘ong ‘ith thie he commenced. tO bulla 
futomotive parts business, After some Years he 
iad a promising business-going and this em 
ouraged him fo fake a wife and tart family 
{ip was married to Anne Bajohr on January 2 
re) 

“Te Wall Street crash came inthe fall of 1908 
and the following depression wiped out Von's 
business In'a very short time, But, someto, 
People ‘strived those interminable, smal 
Seats: in 1988 Von succeeded in getting three 
Thousand dollars for the sbove: mentioned 
{Harter setiom ot land which was nominal 
farmed on shares 

Hoping to and some employment oppor 
tunities ix Vancouver, and Tured by the mer 
Climate of B.C, we selled in Burnaby. However, 
{he chances for employmen were not any better 
{han in Alberta, and Von had eke out a meagre 
living by growing a garden and tending people's 
round for pitance 

"The Second World War was well advanced 
before there ‘was. a. Job. with the Vancouver 
Enitncering Works, where he was erplayed for 
{wocand one-half years Ar the wat was over 
thing were for Von the same as beore— sf 
{nes never changed tll the end. The pension for 
hich he became eligible af age TO was Nery 
‘Small. 

In 1964, when he was past 82 years of age, his 
legihad to be amputated above the knee due (0 
Circulation blockage. Tvisited him every second 
Slay while he was ai Taylor Manor, a nursing 
home run by the city of Vancouver. The day 
ere his ht rth’ hesuiferea aight sake 
thd consequently he Became slighty confuses. 

“afer he was placed n'a private hospltal 7 
visited. tim everyday. Von was. an un- 
tlmonstrative man, Bu i was obvious that he 
{ame to look forward ta my daly vats One day 
fhe urge told me our husband was very 
WWocfed over the delay. He kept asking when 
You'd be uraing up" After fen’ months In he 
Howpital became evident that cireulaton 
blockage was oceursingin the oer te. In times 
ff seine’ Von was vor pallent and un 
Sompianing man, But T couldn't help feeing 
‘ery aad over hsdot When {eat to vin Amon 
‘Rpt 068, he was unconscious. Tora allowed 




















to stay past the visting time, and he passed 
hay af four e'dock, without regaining con: 
fetousness 


von HOLTUM, Anne Katherine (nee Balohr) 

"Anne Katherine ven Holtum, nee Bajohr 
was Yorn December 27, 1892 in Riga, Russia. 1 
Was introduced tothe three R's at home, starting 
Iny formal education at age eight in private 
Blris school, which I attended Tor" 11 years, 
raduating with a teacher's diploma in 1814, the 
Sear the fitst world war broke out, My deceased 
Iaiher hed emigrated from Germany and 
Telained ‘his original citizenship. According 10 
the old county law, I, too was a German citizen. 
Aller the outbreak ofthe war Twas temporary 
interned in Central Russia, but was permitted to 
leave for Germany via ‘neutral, Rumania. 1 
rived in Berlin inthe summer of 1915, recelved 
by the Red Cross, which also helped me to Bet 
‘ployment with the postal services. 

Due fo the hunger blockade there was great 
scarety of food. The Russians were sending 
Parcels to thelr prisoners of war. Twas oceupled 
With the translation of the addresses of those 
parcels. After walle T got a post with the 
Bepartinent of Foreign Atfatrs, taaks to my 
Knowledge of the Teussian language, and the 
steography ofthe country. The work was most In: 
feresting and. prestigous, On a Russian 
typewriter Ihad to make out forme searching for 
German prisoners of war, translating messages 
land maklag peltions for Felease of prisoners on 
ihe grounds of sickness. These forms were sent 
to the USA. Embassies in London and Paris, 
prior tothe entry of the United States nto the 

“The effect ofthe hunger blockade was steal 
ly ineveasing and espectaly Nard onthe sick and 
{asem, I hada younger sister, afcted with a 
fongenital‘heast conation, languishing ina 
hospital in Bern. To supplement her nutrition I 
Jett Berlln for employment in the country at a 
Belsoneratwar camp as censorship examiner 
nd interpreter. T often went after work (0 
helghboring farms and persuasively presenting 
{he stuaton, a person here or there was moved 
tovslla couple of ents a bit of bulter ex home 
‘ade frut to make @ modest parcel for my sie 
‘ster. However, she ald not survive the war 

Tyas at camp In the Rhine Palatinate when 
‘ne collapse came tn November 1818. Il was a 
reat upheaval, with soldiers disorganlzing on 
{hemove and miling around and the rampant fa 
adalng fo the misery. Somehow reaching Berlin 
nan overcrowded traln, I landed again in the 
Foren Ofc, where I handled newspaper clip 
pings in the Press Department. This occupation 
‘ras, however, of short duration; the grea infla 
ton’ which struck ‘Germany, ‘necessitated. a 
Arastic cut of the atat. For ale | eked out & 
ling asa seamstress. The members of my 
family were seattered, thelr whereabouts and 
fate unsnown fo me. It iook years before contact 
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vith members of my family In Russia was re 
established, A sister, who was married toa Men 
fonlte teacher in the Ukraine, wrote me that 
they were about fo Lmmlgrate to Canada because 
of Feligious persecullons. She proposed that 1 
Join the transport at the point of embarkation, 
four birinplace Riga, at that time, the capital of 
Zaivia. Phe formalities were handled bythe 
CPR: Only’ farmers and domesties were 
aiiovedtoenter Canada. My relatives passea the 
Screening, but Iwas stuck in Riga. There 
followed three weeks of uncertainty and anxious 
‘Walling before the go” sign came from London. 
Terossed the Atlantic from Southampton (0 
Quebec on the "Empress of Scotland” of the 
CPR, arriving June 1, 1098, During the follow. 
‘ng summer I stooked and worked as « hired git 
fa farm near Winnipeg. Inthe fall found in 
Winnipeg engagement as 2 mald. didnot rind 
The work, but T heavily detested. the black 
‘uniform with white eap and aproa {had to wear, 
‘Signifying my servant statu. T needed 2 long 
lime to adjust to.a changed soclal status and | 
{ound the prairie winters very cold. When spring 
farsived  fook seasonal Job a6 a dishwasher in 8 
Fesort hotel a the C-P-R. at Lake Louise, return 
ing in the fall othe ely, working once more as 8 
‘domestic. During tne holiday season of 508 Iwas 
St Chateau Lake Louise in the laundry. I was 
enchanted with the Rockies. Thad always been, 
teen on hiking, While some of my co-workers at 
the end of our dally stint in the laundry would 
nurse thelr feet with hot water baths and 
bintments, 1 would be off to explore the mon: 
fatns, climbing as far as Lake Agnes. These ex- 
cursions ave remained a vivid and happy 
memory. There T came to feel the “lure of the 
West" ad oT eame to Calgary. In preference to 
domestic work I found employment asa 
Seamatress with te Simmons Co. boarded with 
Some German people frho happened to be long 
Sanding fiends of Von, Von ai got married it 
Tanuary, 195, and sot happened that Teame 10 
ekville, Von was 47 and T was 96 years old 
‘The move to British Columbia In 1958 aid not 
Improve our economale circumstances. Von kept 
dulte busy in he garden and liked this work, but 
fe had no knack with tools fo keep a home in 
epalt nor the inclination odo so. We hed hardly 
Setled in our quarters, waen things stared 0 £0 
‘wrong with the Rouse. With the intent to cara, 
Some money for repalts, F started (ogo out fo 40, 
‘leaning bs the hour. Our lite syle remained the 
‘Same as during the depression, Von and a not 
See eye to eye about the disposition of the 
{vallable money, s0 1 decided to go ft alone — 
buy a lot and buuld a house of my’ own. Thad 
Happened to lok at a pctue in the daly paper: 
44 middle-aged woman applying shinges for the 
foot of bulaing of wile ony te frame nad 
been put up by hired labor. said to myselt 
this woman can undertake i bull @ house — 
fan [didnot stop fo think how many more 
hours I would need with my cleaning 























araphanalla to get to the same point as this, 
Sitter woman employing bullding tools. In the 
Spring of 194 there seemed to {urn up a chance 
for eter cares "and! work that’ would be 
‘easier on my’ phvsique? I was a success ean 
fldate in a eross-Canada competitive examina 
flan tor German-English, Lexpected this office 0 
be in Vancouver. When the eal came trot Ot 
‘awa in September, Iwelghed the pros ad cons 
the war was obviously draveng toa close, in Of 
{awa accomodations were hard fo get and very 
expensive, while the offered wages aid not come. 
{ip to my’ expectations, so T concluded that It 
‘Would not pay to move 

Hy 19i8T decided I had enough funds forthe 
foundation and the shell of small house fo be 
pul next door to Von's place. All the time, while 
ersuing my goal, T'was up against much 
Slekmness, due (6 the menopause and glandular 
alsturbances; here were acute artnets attacks, 
Several surgeries, a nervous breakdown Ali 
lone I felt {was facing against time. But Twas 
‘determined to overcome obstacles and 10 ac: 
‘complish what I had set out todo. Naturally it 
tras necessary to find Justa small outfit fo wher 
{orgive the contract. This contract which Tgave 
mn 188, came to nought because of a lumber 
Strike. ‘The following’ spring having engaged 
fanother oli, got struck again due to lumber 
Scarcity eaused by the Fraser River flood, Final 
iy t found in North Vancouver some people who 
Were building log houses 

When {came tothe finishing ofthe Inside of. 
ry house, Tent for advice to anewspaper man 
‘who Was writing forthe Sun, a Saturday feature 
tn ivable homes" Ar. Keith Wile, who hale 
fom Didsbury, Alberta was intrigued when he 
heara that a log house had been bult in Burnaby. 
He was much taken withthe auntie structure, 
‘on Which the Tools had been axe, adze, and 
Serriek: Tae "Sun" brought a ice peture with & 
Tengthy’ write-up. In It, Mr. Wiles expresses 
regret that log houses Were disappearing from 
the ‘Canadian scene for lsck ot Incentive. 
Deseribing this project under discussion, he pat 
tribute to the ploneering sprit ot the lle lady 
for whom this place had been bull. He stated 
that people with lote of money. would be very 
proud of this house but that actually It was the 
Rehievernent of a woman whose earnings came 
fom char Work. This tribute to my etforts gave 
Ine truly a great it, Everybody who came tothe 
{og house In later years, when It happened fo be 
properiy heated said that ithad & charming at 
mosphere 

But, to tell the truth, I had very litle chance 
fo enjoy the place and be comfortable in I 
Because, while there sll was a balance to be 
paid othe bullders also al the inside to be done, 
the equipment to be bought, ete. T fell and 
tracked three spinal vertebrae. My earnings 
‘ame a $dden stop. This aceldent was a reat 
bow. The fen working Years had been vers hard 
fn the body, but there had been a buoyancy of 























spirit fm the hope of better days ahead. Now {t 
Seemed that had exhausted myself in purslt of 
‘mirage. It was onl fo squeeze ou of a pitt 
fy"small social assistance the money for 
payments on a heater, while ving In a cold 
House because It was’ Impossible to buy the 
Utlities a wel 

"From the beginning of my venture Von mala. 
tained that nothing good would come ott He had 
become a defeated and pessimistic, man forever 
hearkening back tothe wrong done’ im by the 
‘Torte, who years ago had stripped him of Ms 
property. Without remunerative occupation of 
‘heh there was none for a man past 60, he lived 
In great poverty. He refused to get social 
sistance as a single person 

‘Von di not move into the log house but living 
next door he tended my rustle grounds and he 
Stayed with me when either of us ras sick. I 
‘must say thal as'@ patient he was easy 0 100k 
‘ter because he was s0 undemanding and un 
Complaining. Generally, however, each of US 

Before graduation from high school our son, 
Herbert Junior, broke hs neck in the ey. 
vain ‘Von tried 0 get Help for expenattares In 
orthopedic surgery and treatments. Me dia not 
Bet anywhere with Herbert's part-time 
mplayer, the C.P-R., not with the sehoolbaard 
‘whieh might have been lable because af the 
physical education teacher's competence 
Home had a stressful atmosphere, and the boy 
left home and high schoo! inthe middle of grage 
11 to take nskiled work and pay off he debt 

Faye, too, left ame a soon as her education 
was complet to teach out of town 

“The decade before my pension ‘cheque was 
due at age 10, was a very lonely time and more 
flesolate than the thirties. Tt was @ great day 
‘when my first penslon cheque arrived. Thoveh 
the sie in the sities was nat auspicious ithad = 
berating’ wnolesome effect onthe spirit, 
Ipecause ft eliminated the periodic visits by of 
flelous people checking. up on you and. Your 
‘movernents fo make sure you adhered to the 
gid regulations and resritionsdletated by the 
book. By and by the Federal goverament started 
to accord the aged greater consideration, giving 
ts regular increases in keeping with te rising 
ost of living. Another significant change in my 
life occured when the ehureh where | worshipped 
Was touched bythe charismatic: movement 
earning to worship with adoration, pralse and 
thanksgiving does away with discontent, worry 
and stress; giving instead peace of mind and put 
{ing Jey im te heart Tels true what the scriptures 
Say: Seek ye frst ihe Kingdom of God, and ail 
hese things shall be added unto You. (Luke 
2:31) So to the spiritual blessings there have 
come my way the tangible gifs of comfortable 
and earetree living conaltions. Everyday Thank 
the Lord that he has paved the way for me into 
this bright. warm aad completely’ satistying 
apartment,” whieh the ‘munlepality bullt and 

















opened in 1972 The lines are fallen unto me tn 
leasant places; ye, T have a goodly heritage 
{ps 26:0F 1 wil bless the Lord at all times, fs 
praise shall'be continuously in my mouth (Ps. 
si 


WAISANEN, SIMON AND TYYNE — by Ther 
Children 

Simon Waisanen was born in Suoumisalm, 
Finland, November 5, 1904, the second youngest 
of seven enildren, During his childhood he spent 
hls time. with his brothers. in. the. summer 
fishing orn the winter in lumber camps, Sehodl, 
other than a few months of religious instruction, 
‘ras not required 

‘AL the age of 21, with the encouragement of 
hisousin Fl, Simon decided to seek he fortunes 
ft the new land. Saying goodbye to his fei 
With is fare ins pocket, he st off for-Canada 
‘They’ travelled by boat” and. finally” reached 
Eckvile, Alberta, n June, 187. The day they 
arrived feavy ralis had cased muddy roads. As 
Elland Simon walked from the tain fo the home 
of thelr relatives thelr boots gathered more and 
fore mud, ‘making walking very difficult 
‘Simon's frst words fo his relatives were, “Whi, 
we're bringing the whole world with us.” They 
had discovered good ola Alberta clay, something 
Unknown in Finland 

is frst summer was spent working for 
telatives and neighbors on the neighbourhood 
5hreshing enews. In the winter he spent his time 
ata lumber camp near Rocky Mountain House 
‘akeing rallway flee with a broadaxe, at afew 
ents te. In 1928 Simon gol a job working for 
{he CPR,” and. his home became’ the CPR 
bunlehouse. ‘This'was small bulding, whieh 
became very hot In the summer time. The big: 
best foe was to see when the mest would “begin 
{o walk away”, seeing as It was not kept very 
fold a8 the freezing facities of the time were 
very poor 

“nthe winter of 198 Simon and some friends 
decided to try thelr Tuck at le fishing. They lett 
for Buck Lake in 30° below weather with a team 
ot horses, a sled and thelr gear. The ish were 
plentiful, and this tradition of going fishing 3as 
fo'be kept up unt 199 

Th 1983 Simon bought a farm close to espero, 
‘ut after afew years he decided It was not elost 
fnough to the ‘Kooful station, where he fil 
‘worked on the CPR. He sold this tarm and bought 
nother one the very same day from August 
‘Kangas, located one-half mile from the CPR sta 
ton Simon got up early every’ morning, aia his 
‘hares, then walked to work atthe rallfoad sta 
tion” Atter working his regular hours he then 
fame home to-do his farming. The work ‘as 
bard, the hours long: but there was always time 
fora cup of coffee, a tree halreut fora neighbour 
Gr felend, and alivays lots of fun. During the 
{a's ana Taio's Simon had many cooks. and 
tired men oho worked for him. Finally Simon 
sult the ralway and began traveling the country 
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from coast to coast. He went back to Finland for 
4 visit in 1888 and returned to find his crops all, 
hailed out, However, as Simon always sald, 
here's always next year! 

Finally, a flend, Me. Saarela, who had just 
come back from’ the Helsinkl” Olympics, 
Suggested to simon that he should get married 
‘Agia matter of fac, stated Mr. Saarela, while he 
thad been in Finland he nad found Just the right 
‘woman for Simon. With some. help and en 
‘ourayerent from a few friends Simon began 8 
correspondence with this lady, and. soon the 
fature Mrs. Walsanen was lived to Canada. 

“Tyne Nvkkanen was born April 22,1992 
Finland. After her correspondence with Simon 
began she was very impreseed with hs letters, 
And finally agreed to come fo Canada onthe con 
dition that if she alan lke ft then she could 
Feturn o Finland She arrived in the early past of 
185, not really knowing whet to expect. She had 
‘ever previously met Simon; she only had a pe 
{ure of him. However, thelr first meeting Was 
stceessful, and they were married in Red Deer 
in May of inat same year. There was one cond 
tion, however ~ before she would get married 
{here had tobe a team bath, Ths problems was 
‘quickly solved by the building of a steam bath, 

‘Tyyne began adjisting to Canadian fe by 
learning the language in night school, However 
Is progress was stopped when thelr eldest 
daughter, Mary Ann, was born on May 3, 1958, 
followed by ‘ins, Helen and John born oh May 
30,186, which kept her very busy. However, he 
found time to take an active part in’ the 
Presbyterian Church cholr and she sang, in Fin 
nish, at many funerals and atthe Christmas con 
Certs She alse helped with many functions orga 
flzed by the Finish community and Was part of 
the Flanlsh delegation in the Red Deer folk 
festival for several years 











Many visitors from Finland as well as many 
from around the community were entertained at 
the Walsanen home, One could alway’ find 
Steam bath, a eard game, and a cup of coffee 
swith these fiend folks 





Simon and Tyyne returned to Finland in 1955 
fora sixweek visit and enjoyed seeing. many’ 
‘elatives again. Simon continued fo uy land and 
bulla buildings by using the Tumber trom the 
Tand he cleared. The land was good tohim and he 
tlvays sald, "Canada isthe land of opportunity 


for those who wish to use tt 

‘In 1957 Tyyne became ill and on April 16, 1968 
she passed away at the age of $8 years. Simon 
Continued to farm, with the help of his son, unt 
he pasted away In 1977 Both Simon and TYyne 
fre buried in the Eckville cemetery 

‘Maryann married Stephen I. Smith of 
‘Bekrille on August 9, 1975, They now Live on NW 
5.5.3.W5. Helen Is employed by Simpsons Sears 
{In Calgary. John farms at the Home place, SW. 
HWS, Ailf the enliven were educated in the 
Eekville senools. MaryAnn also attended the 
‘University of Alberta and received her teaching. 
ferifieate, She Is presently teaching at the 
Tesilvile schoo. 


WEEKS, FLOYD AND BLANCHE 

Floyd was born n Pleasanton, Kansas, U.S.A. 
in 1901 With his parents and brotber Haelan, ne 
Immalgrated to Canada inthe spring of 1617, 
arriving a the Bari Fiten home (cousin of the 
Weeks), in the Centrevile district, Earl Fitch 
moved the Weeks family to thelr farm: at Eek 
‘alle whlen was later owned bya Me. Brown, 
Then’ by Tom Smith. Three years later they 
moved to the Henry Smith farm. Harlan and 
Floya Weeks rented the Frank Jenkin’ section 8 
few miles east at Bekele 

Floyd Weeks met and married the former 
Blanch Harden of Raven, in June of 1998. When 
they were frst married they ved in Freewater, 
Oregon, US.A., where Floyd Was a cat 
Salesman. Returning fo. Eckville, later, they 
‘Went farming on a CPR. quarter that Floyd's 
parents nad bought for seven dllars per acre. 

‘Floyd and. Blanch. were in the restaurant 
business in Okotoks, berta, during te oll boom 
In that area In 1097, and later Taanaged. the 
restaurant in ekvile. After selling thelr 
seteage at Eckulle they moved to an apartment 
in Calgary. To be closer fo relatives, however, 
they soon purchased slavely home in Lacombe 

"Floyd fook some of his early schooling in the 
old Bekele School on the northern outskirts of 
exile 

Floyd and Blanch celebrated thelr Golden 
Wedding Anniversary. In June of 1976, In 
Lacombe, with many fends and relatives pres- 
tnt, Since thelr retirement they have enjoyed @ 
‘bas tour to California, and they also enjoy gar 
ening and thelr other Hobbles 


WEEKS, HARLAN 
Harlan, the elder son of Louis and Emma 
Weeks, was born in Pleasanton, Kansas, U.S.A, 











{in Is, In about 19211902 Harlan tok teachers! 
{Gaining in Kansas, In ls eary years he taught 
at Red Raven, Alberta. After giving up teaching, 





hho and Cal Fletcher bought a section of land near 
Withrow, Alberta 

Harlan married the former Grace Rathwell of 
the Rimbey area. To ths union two daughters, 
‘eap and Eileen, were bora. Harlan passed away 
In February, 974 of a heart attack In Sidney, 
Nebraska, US.A 


WEEKS, LOUIS AND EMMA 

in 1817 Louis and Emma Weeks and two 
vyoung sons, Harlan end Floyd, let thelr home in 
Pleasanton, Kansas, US.A., accompanted by 
another Young man by the name of Cal Fletcher. 
‘They eame toSyivan Lake, by trainin the spring 
of 7, Travelling in those days was.a challenge, 
‘withthe sloughs full of water, corduroy roads, 
many sire gates and a strange land With whlch 
fo tecome acquainted. The Weeks family stayed 
‘with thelr cousins, the art Flten family, until 
Ibcating ona farm near Eckvile. Their farm was 
‘known as the Brown farm and later became the 
‘Tor Smith farm, Louis and Emma Weeks lived 
fn that farm until the farm Rouse burned dovn, 
‘They lost everything they owned, Including The 
ork barrel, which, in today's language, would 
Frean the deep freeze and all ts contents. After 
the fe Mand Mrs, Weeks raved in with thelr 
Sona, Haan and Floyg, who were then farming 
{he Prank Jenkin's farm, 

Cattle driving was a big event in the early 
ays, and the Weeks family had thelr share of 
this Hauling cate hy truck was unheard of, but 
{wo or three men on horseback and’ wagon 
leading the wa, loaded with feed, would leadoff 
the procession headed for market, which would 
{generally be Red Deer. They would get as far as 
fhe Halfway House, on the west side of Sylvan 
LEake, where there was atest stop and the atte 
were fed and watered. By thls time a rst was in 
border for both man and beast in preparation for 
{he tal lap ef the Journey to Red Deer the next 
aay. 

‘in 199% Mr. and Mrs, Weeks and Floyd 
returned fo Pleasanton, Kansas. Later, Floyd 
eturned to Alberta, Mr.and Mrs, Weeks Sr 
‘made many trips back to Alberta in thelr Dodge 
Touring ear to visit thelr sons and wives. They 
‘oth passed away in Pleasanton, Kansas. 











MR, AND MRS. ED WICKSTROM 

Sur, and Mrs. Ea Wiekstrom lived in Eekvile 
in 1910990. Ed managed a garage business, 
‘They have one son, Lawrence, The Wlekstroms 
‘moved e Snohomish, Washingion, USA, where 
Ed was in the bullding busines. 

Ed passed away at Snohomish. Mrs 
Iickstrom, Who Was 88 years of age In 197%, I 
‘buiving in Washington. Thelr son Lawrence is 
married and lives near his mother 


‘THE JACK WILLIAMS FAMILY — by May 
Williams 

“Tack Williams, seth his wife, May, and nine 
year-old daughter, Balth arrived in the Eckvlle 








area on August 24,1952. They spent some months 
fn the John Smith and later en the Joka Maki 
farms west of town, 

Ih July, 1958 they moved to town when May. 
went io work at the Zekvile Bakery, then reed 
ty Norm Forhan. Later she worked in Forhan's 
Dry Goods Store for ten years. 

‘ack tnloaded coal for the Atlas Lumber 
CConpaay and later for the Searle Elevator Com 
pany. He also did general draying and odd jobs 
ound town, as well as beaver trapping In the 
fring and fal. Tneldentally, at the age of 82 
Years, Jack is sil trapping, sthough ona lesser 
feale 

May has worked parttime in the public 
brary in Eekille for the past ten years. This 
along withthe sewing whch she does for many of 
the idles in and around Bekele, keeps her pre 
ty busy 

Ealth altended school at Eckville trough 
Grade 11, She then went to Work at a branch of 
teas Bonin Csr daring the Sumer 
talidays. When senool reopened inthe fall she 
Sete fo eontine with her ob, In Apri, 1985, 
She married Dick Cleskt, formerly of Sexsmit, 
Alberta, After her marriage she worked in the 
Royal Bank in Didsbury. ‘They have two sons — 
Rick, born ip August, 168 ad Mlehael, bork in 
December, 268. They are presentiy living in 
Calgary after naving been in Toronto, Stetler, 
(Calgary and Eamonton, 

“Jack was born at Moosomin, Saskatchewan, 
‘ou moved to the Leftoy area at the age of 15 
years, Some years later he moved info the fown 
tt LeRoy wliere he had many occupations, tn 
‘aging operating a meat market, fur buyer Un 
Gdertaxer, veterigary work and buying livestock. 
During his last five years at LeRoy he ran the 
UG. elevator and sold Case farm machinery 
In addition to handing the B.A. bulk oll sales. 

‘May was born at LacVert, Saskatehewan, and 
went {0 LeRoy in the late 1900s, May and Jack 
‘were married in June, 140 and ved in LeRoy 
{inl moving to the farm at White Fox in Jul 
1942, Bath was born tn tke Nipawin hospiial in 
December, 1902 

Taihe fal of i948 we sold the farm and moved 
‘othe town of Nipawin where we ved ntl com 
Ing to Bekvile tn 182. 


‘YEO, STAN AND ESTHER — by Esther Yeo 

‘Stan and Esther Yeo came to Eekvile tn the 
{atl of 184, from Sylvan Lake where he had @ 
barber shop in te poolroom. His kville shop 
‘tas also ina poolreom run by Mf. Thompson at 
‘hat Hime. Stan Just couldn't quite deeide which 
he'd rather do. play’ pool ar barber. But, of 
{ours he had to make a ving for his faally of 
free: one gel, Nona and two boys, Wesley and 
Tere. 

We built the house where Mrs. Kelm now 
lives and also a small Rouse a the back af the lat 
formy mother, Mrs, Sita, which now serves as 
garage. Incidentally, our garage was built for 








text to nothing. Stan had hired Eric and Jack 
Bardennagen, aso a couple af others o put inthe 
foundation. After paying ther for the job, Erie 
Stggested some pool, Less than one Rour later, 
Stan had recovered thelr wages. Erle said That 
was the last time he was working for Stan 

We spent seven years in Eekvilie before mov 
Ing to Fort Saskatchewan where we purchased 
nother barbershop, We are retired now but Stan 
SMI haunts the pooiroom, only now itis In the 
Pioneer Home. We thoroughly enjoyed our Years 
fn Bekville and ts wonderful commanity spit 

Going back tothe Fort Saskatchewan strict 
was ike going back home fous as Stan was bora 
{i Gibbons, Alberta only a few miles away trom 
{he Fort, July 22, 1810. and. was bora at 
Camrose, September 17, 1815, We were married 
At Gibbons, October 30, 1888 and farmed for his 
ad until the fall of 199, when we left and Stan 
{ook up barbering. His st shop was at Sex 
Smith, Alberta where we stayed two and half 
‘Years before coming to Sylvan Lake, 

‘Our daughter Is married with a fanlly of ive 
and resides in Eamonton. Wesley 1s married 
‘rite four etuldren and works at Bow Chemical 
{talning supervisors. Terry Is single and works 
atthe EMC Plant at Squamish, British Colum: 





‘ZALESKI, FRANK AND NANNIE, 

'Erank’ Zaleski and Nannie Kasper were 
‘married in i888. For a number of years they 
lived fo and a hal miles northwest of Bekvile 
on NE 29.39 WS, 

‘This fs. where their children were born 
James In June, 1888, passed away October 1982, 

Twins Darwin and Dallas were bore October 
4, 1810, 

Darwin married trene Moyer of Nanton in 
‘ge2, They have three sons Randy, Rodney and 
Ricky" Darwin, Irene and family ive in Calgary 
‘where Darwin works for Firestone 

‘Dallas married Lorraine Scott of Install 
‘They have a son Danny. Dallas passed away In 
18, 

‘Wiliam was born June 27, 954. Bil married 
‘Kathryn Anderson in Mareh, 1376. They residein 
the Saima dlstret on the SW 32-382. 

rank and Nannie now live ot SE 439-3 WS, 
two anda half rlles south of Bekvile 


‘ZALESKI, LEO AND SALOMA 

Lee Zaleski was barn n Poland ln 188, Heim: 
migrated to Canada in 193, working tn Nova 
Scotia before coming west to work in mines in 
British Columbla and Alberta. In 1900 he 
‘married Saloma Murya at Michel, 

‘Saloma sas born in 1885 In Lithuania 

‘Thete first child Felix was born at Michel in 
190, 

"The familly moved to a homestead In the Leat 
land district in 191. ‘Ths is where thelr see 
tnd son Frank was born in 16, Leo decided to 
Sell cut and move the family to the Cliby istrlet 





























































NE 343-405 in 1920, This Is where thelr 
daughter Leltha was born. Leo was a atlle and 
hog buyer in the area for many years. 11883 the 
Zaleski's moved to a farm two and a hale miles 
horthwest of ekille, Later ‘moving. to the 
former Charlie Sehuneman place on Number 11 
hlghteay 

"Felix married Emma Mak! in 1804 and passed 
sway in Tuly 299, 

"Frank married Nanale Kasper in 1938, They 
had four boys: 

‘Leltha married Ralph Kingsep In 1945, They 
have a son Bilis born in Mas’ of 1s? Leitha and 
Bs reside in Los Angeles, California 

Teeo passed aivayin 1847 and Salama in 1959 
‘They are Durled In the Keke cemetery 





THE SAGA OF THE T. EATON MAIL, ORDER 
CATALOGUE, 

With our shopping malls and'super highways, 
speedy’ transportation spelled the end of the T 
Eaton mall order catalogue 

Title dd we think, Back in the early 1900's 
‘and 1907s and even the 190s, that there ould 
‘ever be an end fo the brown paper rolled Eaton 
Catalogue. Exeitement among fhe young ladies 
reigned much higher over the arrival of the 














Spring and Fall Eaton's Catalogue than any so 
Journ to a modem shopping plaza, 

'No book in any household was more carefully 
scrutinized, citeized, adored and planned with 
than the 7. Eaton Caialogue, Many a enild cut 
pletures to identity Dick and Jane and learned 
the names of household artcies, turnture and 
‘machinery from Eaton's Catalogue 

Tefurnished the window through whieh the 
{ashion-conscious could study styles created in 
the large, far-away elties of New York, Montreal 
and Pare 

‘When the catalogue was finally read unti the 
‘covers were off and a new one had arrived, the 
time eame for mare practical use by relegating 
I for the purpose of Rot pan stand, door stop 
and even fo the lille house out back, where It 
‘was given a final reading 

"But, i 1975 the eatalogue met is demiso, and 
ro longer is the excitement of the Fal’ and 
‘Winter and the Spring and Summer Catalogue 
creating Its usual pleasure In homes across the 
county 


REMEMBER WHEN? 
‘Remember when? 
‘the water pall was always empty and the 
slo pal tl 

The House was full ofthe acrid smelt of 
‘nding toasting tn the oven 

‘washing the lamp chimneys, trimming 
wicks and fling the lamps with cost oll was @ 
ally chore. 

the happy hum of the portable wood saw 
turned poles into symmetries) blocks 

"you matched wits wilt the 01d turkey 
ei Gunningly hing her nest. 

‘he largest "green" block of wood that 
the’ airtight eould consume, stl didnt keep the 
‘water pall rom freezing on & cold winter's nigh. 

‘he cream was always foo fresh OF (00 
‘joa thick or too thin, too warm of 00 cold, 89 
fours of cranking or dashing were necessary t0 
persuade the butter to form. 

the smoky, olly smell of @ lantern being 
ut edn It was evening mllkng time. 

the tar build-up in the chimney and stove 
pipes resulted in the tervitying roar ofa chimney 
fire 








1 frost painted dainty pletures on the 
window pane, followed, the cold deepened, by 
‘2 heavy’ lab of fe with a small peekchole made 
By the impression at warm tiie 

The three hours balling In the copper 
wait) boller's0 meat, chicken and Vegetables 
ould proudly take thelr place beside the roves ot 
full, Jams and jellies on the cellar shel. 

the endless task of keeping the wood box 
uti andl the ash pan empty. 

the fear of falling down the well, as ice 
but up when the bucket sloshed, as you pulled 
fd piled with lee-caked mittens Yo satlsty 
thirsty cows 



















you thought nothing of walking several 
mile i visit a neighbor. 
vow elistered the “sad irons" under the 
cast roa trying pan onthe hot wood stove, wale 
You tackied that mountainous pile of tring, 
fe word. “babysitter” hadn't been 





vine 

ime skinned knuckles, aching back and 
sprained wrists meant vou had spent hours over 
ihe wash board ‘scrubbing those heavy Work 
‘oties 

you made a “sponge” by crumbling a 
yousl ake into the warm potato water and added 
Hour — tomorrow was bread-baking day 

‘you stuck your hand into the crock ang 
the cold goo, called water glass, to collect an ea 
for aking, 

‘carelessly open trap door, situated tn 
ttc ktehen floor and leading tthe cellar, proved 
hazard to the unwary 

‘he low ving Blanket of smoke from the 
smiuige brought reli from the clouds of mes 
fuifoes to man and animal ale 

the cory feel of the erackling wood fre 
andthe sound ofthe kettle softly singing brought 
fontentment on a blustery might. 

the. togetherness of family grouped 
around the ktchen table, sharing the same amp, 
yet each doing his own thing. 

ihe favorite rocking. chalr was-pre 
emptied by the family eat 

{You pried the clothes pins loose and 
carried ‘the bed sheets like plywood Into the 
swarmth of the kitehen to have 

Inendieratt meant kniting mittens ana 
socks or ripping up a sill usable garment 10 
‘ate junior a new cut 

Balt grova chickens paraded around tn 
ecenty feathered — the rest of Yeats of poor 
breeding stock 

“ne only sight more weleome than the 
threshing rig arriving was seeing it leaving, 

"Pou Tried desperately ta trap that litle 














‘grey mouse before his ehildzen and eildren’s 
Ehiiaren overran the house, 

‘wasn't unusual fo see a team of oxen 
palit 8 wagon. 

the nearest barber was a friend down the 
ros ox worse sll, ou let your wie hack a I 

‘he hor pricks were carefully transferred 
froin the plowing coals to the drawers of the 

foot warmer", whieh, tucked under the tutalo 
robe, Kept toes cozy on the long cutter ride 

the meat deep treeze was a bin of oats 

you listened with apprehension 10 the 
clicks and assorted sound of Fado, clocks and 
ftllaren ~ there goes my privat talkon the par 
WV line 

watching the calves reach out long necks 
to foich the wire, then tecoll with a snort — the 
blectrie fence was working. 

‘you were about fo ight the gas lamp but 
found a'small ple of white ash. Who broke the 
‘mantle this time? 

tinkering and fixing the crystal set and 
ttnatiy nearing a distant vice 

the very warm spt in bed in that cold up. 
stairs room, where the oven-heated Tock Mad 
ested. 





the breath-taking smell of lve and rancld 
fat meant soap making. 

‘sturdy cardboard box tled with binder 
nid duty a8 sultease 

‘the long binder whip served the dual pur- 

pose’ an Ideal fishing pole as well as a horse 
persuader 

‘the bobslelgh piled nigh with blue-green 
biosiis’ of ice from the lake and haved and 
packed in saedst for next summer's Tefrigera 
fon 





‘the tattered gunny sack attached to old 
Dobb's bridle provided abit of rll from nose 
fies 

‘young visitor trom the ety, returning 
froin’ the "twoholer” out back, excitedly an 
ounced, “Daddy, they have double plumbing! 
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Alhambra 


‘WE EARLY HISTORY OF ALHAMBRA, 
"The Alhambra District, taking in 38-5, was 
‘ot completely surveyed wall! 1806 and it was not 


Unt years after this that the distri was named, 
iRwas generally allowed at taat time that the 
Country alongside and went of Horseguard Creek 
‘rasano good tamarack swamp and musky that 
ever would be any good for farming, 

However, people were flocking into the west 
ail elasses gt them, and the alstriet got Is fll, 
‘tote of kinds and varieties, The majority of 
{hom spoke English with variations, of course. 

“fonn Tones of Ontario, his broter Griff of 
Cio and Tom Butter of Ontario came in 108 and 
bull Tog cabin on Tor’s quarter. Al three had 
fled on the samme seetion = 2058, just north of 
the future site of Alhambra, bat they” bad te 
Tetum the next year to file on legally when it 
Was open for homesteading and they id return! 
Tn March 1906 came the. Byram far trom 
England and homesteaded Just south'at Alham: 
tra, That same year the Helge Land farmly and 
(ie Lund came and took up land in township 3, 
fow iowa as Horseguard. The following Year 
the Tver Lund family arrived and homesteaded 
‘ere too. Also the J.P. Hicks family and the 
Barrett came about te same time. In 190%, Dan 
Sutherland, Alex MeQueen and Donald Tolle 
{ook homesteads on section 68, and Jack 
Davies ied on his tomestead that same year. In 
[08 when Joh Kerr Homesteaded his land these 
feters were here: tim Scott, Win, Cooper, 
Harry Weller, ‘Mrs. Walker, ‘Mr. and. Mrs 
Meciure, and "x, Hoberts. Early" in 1609 fr 
Patiersoh and his son, Frank, 100k up land. The 

yar brothers, Gust and’ Austny had and 
tong the bank of the Horseguard and were 
mong the frst to settle there 

"I Kerr's first winter as a homesteader, in 
1908, was spent In company with D, Sutherland 
ani D.‘Tolmie, They all stayed in Sutherland's 
Shack: Towards spring tobacco and some ofter 
Secessities ran shorty so Tolmie and. Kerr 
fecided to walk to Leslieville. Taey had heard 
fat there was such place about seven miles 
fortheast of tem. So they plotted the course by 
‘he sections on a map and made a beeline or that 
place. Somehow or ether thelr calculations were 

















out; they ate their unchon top ofthe butte where 
Tater Carapboll Sehoot was Dull. After seriously 
‘considering the situation, they decided they must 
Rave. passed. Lesileville. So. they veered 
Southeast litte ot and their contusions proved 
‘correct for thee was Leslieville down on the east 
Bank of Lobstick Creek. Tt was a good sized 
frame bullaing. "The storekeeper’s Rame Was 
Bureau at that lime. 

Bill and Challe Farquharson, Andy Lennan, 
the Polit family, father and two sons, Jack and 
‘Tom, took up land inthe summer of 190 and by 
1810, Gust Nvlander. Win, Crilekshank. came 
About that cme and shortly after eame the Man 
Wel, Rutherford and Mille: families, the BG. 
{arson and Cochrane familes. The Bogues, the 
Xskerbergs and the Braltnwalies, the Pes and 
Joe Barble and WJ. Little cate that year, also 
the Luyektassels, though by that time 912) 
‘ost of the fre land had been taken up. 

For some years before our firs sellers came, 
the Alberta Central Rallway Co. had a charter 
bulldarallway west of Red Deer but nothing haa 
been done about it, but since the charter had 
been tenewed rumours ofa railway and where It 
ould go through were the common topes of co 
Versation at that time, One thing they were all 
‘agreed om and that was that the rallvay would 
fave tobe bull long the rldges — so thouaht the 
omesteaders, but the engineers when bullalng 
fhe road thought quite glfferently and in lots of 
places itis built across deep musk. 

"There was great excitement among the 
seers when it became known that a survey par 
{y was working west rom Rea Deer and When 8 
Straight line of surveyers" stakes was run across 
Kere's homestead In lb the railway Was prac: 
{eal assured them. The Raalway’Co, palé the 
hhuge sum of $10 an acre for the right of way, but 
fo delighted were the sellers at the prospect of 
fhe allway ‘that they could have had it for 
nothing at the time! 

‘Prospects of the rallway brought other 
settlers info fhe wert country. surrounding 
Kerr's L. Cooper came in 190, also the Walsh 
brothers, Bob and George and about the same 
Hime came the MacDonald family, A. L 
‘MacDonale, well known among the Satish peo 

















ple asthe “Chiet”. The von Hollen tamlles Fred, 
Herman, Carl and shortly afterwards Henry 
‘came from acrost the border and soled south of 
Shambra's few miles and so dia. E. Lessing. 
Very few of the settlers who came into the ls 
telet had money enough to fit themselves out 
with farm stoek and implements. In the first few 
Years horses that were brought info the district 
‘ha not do well the disease known as Swamp 
fever was very prevalent then and there seemed 
tote no eure fo I-A good yoke af oxen was con. 
Sidered the best bet and a lot of the land Was 
token with oxen the frst few years 

Tm the "proving up" process of @ homestead 
the aspiring landower usvally azrived vith 8 
(grobslaee sufficient fe leat several mouths at & 
time bst despite his bes efforts to make supplies 
‘che oi there were always some necessities ich 
Ss tobacco, matches, beans or syrup running out 
Ih this event a trip to Rvarts had to be under 
{aken, It was courteous and proper to inform the 
‘elghbors that such a trip was contemplated so 
that the outgoing letters and a lst of ielr re 
gulrements fram the store could be collected 
‘Thus was bull up a very friendly intercourse 
between the setters Yor many miles around 
‘Many and varied were the experiences. that 
ould be told about the long bad foads and mud 
Holes tat had to be encountered on the Way {0 
themearest store, or on tne trp tothe tow at Red 
Deer Tals part af the country was wet n those 
‘eeny tmes'and there as not much diticalty in 
{elting a plentiful supply of water. There was a 
Tot of fregnting in consequence of the rallway 
‘elag under construction a that time and with 
the prolonged set weather and the heavy tattle 
the Poads were completely cut f0 pleces and on 
‘many’ of the worst places a detour around hills 
&nd through bush and willows had fo be made. 
Hay wire, an axe and a logging chain were stan: 
dara equipment in the wagon box when on the 
tea 

‘Ms. Robert Smith and the family eame tothe 
aisrit in 1813, He had been used to rain and et 
‘Weather, having farmed for many years. in 
Scotland, The two alder boys bad come to ths 
country’ the year before to make some 
preparations for the arrival of the rest of the 
Family. Mr and Mrs. Jot Leslie came 0 the 
‘country withthe Smits in 192. Mr. and Mis 
Reid arsived from Seatland fy 111. Mrs. Reld 
had three. brothers with ‘homesteads nT 
nelghbarhood. Fred Musha came in 1913. 

‘Work was commenced on balding te Alberta 
Contral Railway inthe suramer of 1908. A grand 
ceremony was staged, at Red Deer when the 
then Prime Minister, Sir Wiifred Laurier, drove 
the rst spike, 

‘Camps were established at different points 
along the route between Red Deer and Rocky 
Mourtaln House, and the settlers sold thelr cows 
to the camp foF beet and went to work on the 
Dullding of the grade, with thelr teams or 
‘without, The whole distrlet west began {0 








prosper, Different townsites were plotted and es 
tablished along the route, Including Alnamabra, 

There was Tots of won, company ad excite 
ment when the railway was under construction, 
The right of way to the Saskatenewan River Was 
cleared. ‘There was a big-camp at the 
Horseguard Creek and another at the 
Saskatchewan River where the company had an 
‘ttce and cache at the ald townsite 

“Teams hauled In baled hay and supplies of al 
kinds, Including cement for the plers of the 
bridge across the river, The muskegs west were 
orduraved with tee trunks with sprice Dush on 
top, sot was.ahive of industry unth the read was 
Coapleted. ‘The most popular and most sought 
iter man of the Alberta Central Rallway Was 
Mr. Ed Hogg of Red Deer who tas paymaster. 

ihe bullding ofthe Alberta Central Railway 
was spread over four years and twas August 2, 
ASH when the frst passenger train came from 
‘ed Deer. The hamlet of “Alhambra” began to 
‘row. ‘There Is good reason to pelleve. that 
‘Alhambra was named by the president of the 
‘Alberta Central Ralway, Mr. John "Moore 
Perhaps ‘Moore connecting his own family 
name withthe ancient Moores end thelr palace 
Ct splendor in Spain, “the Alhambra" suggested 
fhe name. Thus thére ie Alhambra in Alberta, 
About 16 rales east of Rocky Mountain House 
fina 45 miles west of Red Deer, After the rllveas 
Was completed in 1814 many of he settlers made 
{hei ving by shipping outpost, props, lumber 
and fleeweod, Aig business. was eafried on 
from this point for a ntmber of Years 

















DMs, Adams moved a building from nis farm 
and opened a store and a post office, He was the 
frst post master. Horseguard was the post oftce 
name unt 1916. Mt. Perey bull a two story log 
Stopping house. Te was fashioned of dry wind fall 
loge with moss stuffed inbetween and was Footed 
with poles, moss and tar paper. ‘The first 
Storekeeper did not stay in business very long 











‘Moses, istet and Snarie had the store and stop. 
ping house for a time. A community hall nd 
Troreinderaeath was built in 1990 and Mf Chas, 
Raine rented the store part ofthe ullding from 
{into 1924 That was the most prosperous period 
inthe nstory ofthe hamlet. MF. Emmerson (008 
rer the past alee and opened a store. He and 
Mr. Raine bough! post, props and firewood from 
the settlers and enormous quantities were 
Shipped from here! ‘The hamlet was growing! 
There were two goneral stores, @ dy goods 
sore, a drug store, a butcher shop, a dry hotel, a 
barnes shop, a pool room anda barber hop and 
blacksmith shop. A disastrous fire in 1824 
leaned out a it of these places, Mr. Ralne's 
business practically collapsed ater the fire. The 
fommon reason, he gave Too much credit and got 
too lte cash 

‘Worla War I was already’taking its toll from 
very istrict im Canada and Alhambra district, 
‘tas no exception, Recorded here are the names 
dtthose brave felows who Left this asteet and 
ferved overseas atthe call of King and Count. 
Some returned not much ‘he worse for thelr 
terrible experience, some returned wounded and 
In poor health and some found solders” graves 
in Flanders Fields. The names ofthe men given, 
below were not all from this nelghbortiond 


Len Patterson - Wounded 
Wo. Lite” Killed 

3. Rooke 

3 Metetn 

3. Leste 

Yim, Cochrane 

H. iteks = Killed in 


7, Byram - Wounded 
P. Lavertassel 
E Hart 


R. Miler 

W. Stockwell 

W. MeLellan - Killed 

I. Patterson : Killed 

4 MacDonald “Died ot 
‘wounds 

W.'R, Walsh - Gassed 

W. E! Gooia 

E.G. Patterson 

© Stat 

D. Blair 

3.W. Cochrane M, 
Bnd D.C. 3 

1, Polutt 

A. Goold 

Hi, Redmond 

4 Smith» Canadi 

ite Von Hollen 

Caching 

N. Maedonala 

D. Fagg= Wounded 

J. Mienell = won MM, 

Bert Avery 

R. Speedie 


By 1919 the soldlers_were returning from 
overseas. ‘The: Soldiers Settlement Board was 
Buying’ land’ forthe returned men ‘and. land 
WValies increased. The Peace celebration after 
the war was held atthe Byram farm on Tuly 2, 
1810. The celebration took on the form ofa plenie 
land sports day and was-a huge success with & 
large attendance from the surrounding districts 
Many wellknown family names around here 
can date their association ith Alhambra tothe 
period after the war, and In fac in the early 
tovenes". The Bradshaws (who had already 
homesteaded near’ Piteor, the Scots, tMe 
Dicksons, the Farringtons, the Chevaliers, the 





Catings, Mrs, Mushka and daughter and many 
‘thers ail had part in he development of our 
‘istriet 

‘The “iu epidemic in 1918 took its heavy toll 
from this neighborhood to and there was an out 
break of smallpox whieh was slarming but nt 
fal 

‘The Alhambra School District was es 
abilshed Maren 25, 1913. Mr. W. Bogue was 
Senior ‘Trustee. Authorization was. given 
‘Novernber i, 1914 to borrow the sum of $1300 for 
the purpose ot purchasing a schoo site, building 
And’ equlpplng’a school house. The ‘Treasurer 
twas Mr. J. ere. Approval was given July 5 
85 for a schoo! site selected by the Board of 
‘Trustees of the Alhambra Sehoal District, 
‘Htuated 175 yards north from the southeast cor 
her of the NESSR5.WS. In 1814 a schoo! was 
‘pened Ina temporary log nouse a mile south of 
the haniet. Mrs. Ralph Patterson was the frst 
Teacher. Messrs, Bogue, Larson, Byram and 
Kerr formed the senool board. Iwas not unl 
16 that the new school was opened. Mrs. H. 
Brown was the firs teacher. The schoo! house 
‘wae now the center of the socal and community 
Iie, Parties, dances and religious services were 
all held in the schoo, ‘The first Dominion Day 
Dleni was held at the Schoo grounds i 1816. The 
Echool trustees were in charge of the event at 
fire, Besides areal community plea there was 
{big variety of events for young and old, In 
hiding horse racing, a hapness race, and even & 

‘Best Baby'" show wilh the two bachelor 

farmers acting as judges, A big dance and some 
fireworks at night completed the day 

“The prosperity lasted unill about 1821 when 
prices sfaried to level of. The winter of 18191800, 
fas long snd the snow Was deep and it was about 
the midale of May betare the snow fnally went, 
Feed was very scarce, Tough wheat bundles of 
Tailay cars sold at AlRamabra Tor 25¢ each. All 
the oid straw stacks and trav roots were ised 
for feed. inthe spring cattle were a good price 
{Yer but iy the following fll the bottom ad fallen 
but of the market, The hide ofan animal {9 the 
Spring was worth as much as the whole careas ix 
the fall By 1928 the Depression was here and the 
Syungry A's" wale followed will be well 
remembered by all bat the younger generation 
land just for tele Information here are some of 
{he prices for farm produce at that lime. Hogs, 
livelweight, four cents a pound: cattle propor 
tionately los; cream, 1k cents a pound buterfat 
‘wheat down fo 25 cents @ bushel, oats, four 
‘ents; eggs, four cents a daoen wool, four cents 
S pou The Depression was attbuted to over 
production 

‘Some of the missionaries of the dltferent 
religious denominations who visited the district 
‘were! Mr. Heaven, an Anglican clergyman; Mr, 
Goris young Presbyterian student who came 
raotiy attr the war there was the Rev, Alex 
ander, Mr. Joe Stone, a student, Rev. W. G. 
‘Brown, Rev, lijrtaas of the Lutheran eongrega’ 








tion and the Rev. MeKechnle, the blind minister 
‘who was very ell known over large track of 
Country west of Red Deer. 

“There was goodly’ number of Scottish people 
associated with this district from the earlest 
ears, ‘The Scottish folk and many of thelr 
Triends made merey and “Chlet” MacDonald's 
place on New Year's Day. Itwas an annual event 
St Importance for years. The Scottish, people 
forganteed a Burne’ Cb in 1921 and held thelr 
first Burns’ supper at Mr. Alex Ruthertora’s 
house. This wae an annval event but the uncer 
{ainty’ and severity of the weather was a deter. 
Ing factor, On a expecially cold twenty-th the 
tnaggls trove slid im the Alhambra hal 

‘Prosperity dia not come easy To this strict; 
te land wa oo hard to clear, but there Was 
Satisfaction in arming the wilderness. A piece of 
new breaking was always of the utmost fateres, 
fot only tothe owner, But also to his nelghbors. 
Despite the siscoursgements of hall storms 
ffost and unfavorable weather the dlstiet had 
eveloped generally ‘and there were some 
‘wonderful crops of hay, oats, wheat barley and 
potatoes grown ere, n]998, Mir F-G, Pettersen 
ined honor for himself and renown for he ds 
‘Ret wien he won second prize for Garuet wheat 
a Toronto Royal. The folowing year John and 
Leonard Sande, in the Beaver Flat district wor 
first and second for oats at Toronto. Ths trom 
the country out west, which was considered by 
many tobe ano good kind of place where i r02e 
(every night of he year. 

‘Me. Kerr says i elosing that no doubt some 
wn well deserve to be mentioned were forgoties 
but they were not left out intentlonaly 

‘Special acknowledgement Is made to Edith 

{Rerr) Peel for her kind permission to use 

‘excerpts om the publleation, “Other Days 

find Other Ways — Being the Early 

History of Alhambra — witten by ber 

father, the late Joba BR. Kerr 


ALHAMBRA SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2890 

The Alambra School District was es: 
tablished March 5, 1813 comprising of the 
following lands: Section $10 and 1528 n 38-5 Ws. 
Mr. W. Bogue of Piteox, Alberta was Senor 

‘Authorization was given November 11, 181410 
‘borrow the sum’ of $1200 for the purpose ot 
Durehasing «school site, bulding and exlpng 
school house. ‘The Treasurer was MF. 
Kerr of Piteox, Alberts 

‘Approval was given July 5, 1915 for 8 schoo! 
site selected by the Board of Trustees of the 
Aitambra School District, situated 375 yards 
north fom the southeast commer of the NESS. 
WS, 

"The sum of $800 was borrowed Sune 28,1905 
{or the purpose of bullding a 10 fool extension 0 
the present school. "The Treasurer was Mr J. 
err of Alhambra, 

‘Aithough the Alhambra Schoo) District was 






































crganized In 1912 and established fn 2913 it was 
‘sot until 1914 theta school was opened ina enn 
porary og house an the Davidson place a mile 
foull of the hamlet. Mrs. Ralph Patterson was 
‘hellest teacher She boarded withthe Kerrs and 
Mrs. Kerr looked after: young Len, aged 10 
Tmonibs. On weekends they went back fo thee 























fown home, three miles away, Schoolroom 
hovers were commen then too. One young boy 
had a seat near the window and was perhaps 
‘ore Interested in tings outside the sehool than 
In it he taformed the teacher, "Here comes 
Another kid” — the teacher corrected hin — 
"You mustn't say “kid, you must say "hlld™, 50 
profiting by this lesson he announced the nxt 
fatrival thus: "Please teacher, here's two childs, 





1 was not until 936 thet the new school was 
opened. Mrs. H. Brown was the frst teacher 
Other teachers were: Mrs. Kate Ludwig, Miss 
Isobel ‘Thackery, Miss 7 Fos, Mrs. E. a. 
Patterson, Miss. Crawford, Miss Mc W. Cla, 
Mr. J: A Moir, Miss M. &. Thorpe, hilse White, 
Mr. JW, Hleks, Miss Mf. Hangor Aima (Sande) 
unde, Miss W. Stage, Miss A: Kennedy, Mrs. A, 
Stollings, Margaret (stelfox) Scott, Mrs. F 
Fleming, Mss Doris Hal, Miss F. Hauser, M. 
Murdock, M. Martz, Ars. McCann, Mr 
MacFarlane, br. Curio, Mr. and Mes. H. Sith, 
Mr. J. Gregorash 

11945 a new two r00m school was built. Dur 
Ing the four previous years a vacant L-shaped 
Howse in the hamlet had been used as a 
Classroom vas the sehool population had in 
freased. ‘Then a third classroom became 














rscessary so another school was moved in and 
flso a teacherage was ull. This schoo! and 
{eacherage were later sold. The wo room schoot 
‘as closed in 861 andthe children were bused 10 
Eesileille School and David ‘Thompson High. 
The Atharbra Community bought the school 
{tom the Rocky Mountain School Division No, 15 
‘The Community has recently sold the school 








ALHAMBRA 
‘Tals book deats with Alkambra 
rom its very earliest day; 

From trek with stubborn oxen 
‘TeV and Chevrolet, 

‘he month the Great War started 
Brought t0 Us ou frst train, 
Anavvita it men departed 

AMtdst many'tears and pale, 

‘log shack served the purpose 
Ot temporary abode, 

Unit they bull the sehoothouse 
Althe corner of the Foad, 

‘The hamlet near the station 

‘With a stopping house began, 
ras built by Mn. Perey 

On'a very simple plan, 

Soon store was added 

And ited with all things nice 
‘Where you could take your surplus eggs 
‘And trade for prunes and rice 
Many days have passed since then 
‘Twenty years or more, 

And now you buy your groceries 
Ati von Hollen’ Store 

1 you should want some medicine 
Or lotion for your face, 

‘Then you must Walk across the street 
‘To Mis, Lessing's place, 

If your disk or plow needs fixing 
To.G. Frasier you must go 

He'll te i cheaply while you walt, 
He's nelther rough nor slow. 

Miss Scott Is our postmistress 
‘And ner patience does no fall 
‘Though you may be a litle late 

In going tor your mall 

‘And if you want to sell some grain 
Then go to C. H. Gill 

He'll grade I fairy, give you cheques 
‘That wll your bankbook ti. 

red Mushka ts the section bos, 
Has been here many years 

In his charge you leave Your cream, 
‘Twen vou need Have no fears 

Win. Farquharson isthe shipper 
Of your iong bacon hog, 

‘On Wednesdays he's always there 
Inrain or snow oF fog. 

“The hall in this community 
[sinear the softball groun 





‘And though a tle out 
{s'very easly found. 
‘Miss Sande is our teacher 
And she takes every care, 
Ad urges all fo do thelr best 
Por Lesiievile Schoo! Fair 


By EDITH KERR, Grade 8, 2855. Ealth Is the 
daughter of Mr, and Mrs J. Ker. Each verse 
Was composed To. describe picture she had 
{atten She won first prize for thls poem at the 
Lesiteville School Fatt, September, 196, 








chat ee pera pry ht nt he 






































ALHAMBRA IN 1897 — by Bertha Grantund 

When we ‘were marvied two. stores. were 
situated here, one operated by Mis. Lessing who 
also was a Notary Public, and the oiker store 
fperated by Henry von Hellen whose daughter, 
Violet Wulff, now operates the store. Margaret 
Scott was the postmistress. ‘The garage Was 
operated by Chatles Frasier. Sunday Schoo! was 
heldat the Frasier home, Tne elevator agent was 
Challe Gl There was a hog buying station and 
Stockyards.’The hog buyer was Willam CBI) 
Farquharson. The frainmen pieked up cream 
‘ans and delivered them to Red Deer. There was 
‘community hall. Both high schoo! and public 
choo! were taught hich kept the Young ones on 
‘earning senedule 

“These have all changed. The schools are en 
trallzed. One store, the post office and the hall 
fre sll here, the elevator, stockyards, station 
house, section house, tol sheds, garage, andthe 
‘on-denominational chureh "gone withthe good 
old dave. 








ALHAMBRA TODAY — (By Bert Smith 

‘Alhambra at one time was_mostly pen 
sloners: the Farqunarsons, Mrs. Lessing, Mrs. 
Sininger, The Polit, the Mushias, H, Mle, 
fan, Henry Lund, Mrs. Jones, The Fitches, Mes 
Ghevabies, the Chapimans, and others.” Now 
‘many young families have moved In: several 
{taller ean be seed fn the hamlet. The younger 
feneration has taten over the duties in the cor 
fhunity and have done'a wonderfl job, The com 
‘unity hall has been renovated and given new 
fame —"“"Alhambra Community Ceatre" Tthas 
2 fll sized basement large enough fo cater 10 
farge crowds with its modern facilities — cle 
icity, natural gas and running water, It has 
‘been place for many large gatherings and Wil 
Continue tobe sed, The young People shouldbe 
congratulated for the long hours of Work many of 
‘hem have putin and will continue to do, 

The iittle chutch that was part of Alhambra 
has been sold and moved to Condor 

he two room seho! that was bull in 1945 was 
closed In 1061, Alhambra Commantty Bought the 
‘School from the Rocky’ Mountain Senoo! Division 
Number ih, "The ehildren are now bused 10 
[Kesievile School and’ David ‘Thompson High 
School, 




















BACKS, JIM FAMILY HISTORY — by Alta 
Backs 


Sim and I were ralsed in the Dog Pound and 
Boihel areas west of Crossfield. We were 
‘married in July, 1988, at whieh time Jim was 
Working for the County of Mountain View. My 
‘maiden name was Wiliamson 

"nthe fall of 1956 we moved to Three Hills 
where Jim wen @ work for General Petrleu 
Griling, We hada taller, so moving wasn't 
‘much of a Job, Jim warked on the ig unl 1958, 
‘moving all ver te province from Valleyview t 
the Crows Nest Pass 

'A daughter, Kathleen Marie, was born to us 
on May 24, 1954, n the Didsbury hospital. Inout 
fravele we eame to the Condor aren angled 
What we saw We lesened. that Joe. Cesonis 
‘Wanted to sell hs farm located norih of Condo, 
owe purchased itn 858. Noone had ved there 
{or eight years, so the house was in bad Fepalt. 
‘The garden pateh had trees and weeds head 
high. Clarke and. Martha Sloan wanted to eat 
{her farm out, and since twas only about ale 
from our place we rented it and moved Info the 
house there 

We had another daughter, Carol Lynn, on 
July 24, Tol, and a son, Kelth: William, on 
Fanuary 15, 196 The last few days before Kelth 
Was bomn Jim spent his time golng from the barn 
tocneck on a sow and then comming back fo cheek 
on me. The sow had 8 pigs, and since she 
couldn't nurse them allt once, Jim got upevery 
{We nours to switeh the pigs, putting nine in and 
liking nine out. Untortinatey, she saved only 
to of the pigs 

‘We moved o our own farm in the fll of 192 
Wetiad been working onthe house while living 08 
Sloan's place. We applled for the power, Dut 
Gida't get It unl February 198. We had ah ae 
fight heater and a gas lamp we borrowed from 
‘my dad, The ist night we Spent there Jim and | 
‘Were sitting by the heater Feading and T com. 
Imenied on how cosy It as, ust then the id on 
‘the heater started Jumping up and down and the 
as lamp spluttered a few tes and went ou! 
We tived without power for four months, so ved 
2 litle ike the ploneers di. However, i went to 
Fay Jennings’ fo wash clothes—my ploneer in 
Stel wast’ strong enough to bring out the wash 
‘board! 

‘We lived onthe farm four years, of which we 
were hailed out completely once and partally 
{Wro other years. The storm that baled our crops 
‘ut completely came after aralny spel, the sun 
{ame out for about twe hours and then down 
‘come fhe hal. They were the size of golt balls 
‘and would hit the ground and bounce up again, 
Is 2 helpless feling fo see your waale years! 
gone in a few minutes! 

“lim worked out most winters to help make 
fends meet, unt we sold our farm to Larry and 
Sharon David in April, 1967 and moved to 
Leslieville. He worked for MeBeies at Benalla 
‘and then for Kida Construction. We lived In 

















Leglevlle fortwo and a half years, until the fall 
‘of 1088, when we purchased the Parker place, ap 
Droximately ten mlles south of Leslieville. Jim 
Continued to work for Kidd Construction, and 
‘vas made foreman. However, he felt that his Job 
vas taking him away from home too much, and 
Seemed tobe consuming all of hs time, so Ne got 
job withthe department of highways bn 1974, 
‘rhere he is presentiy employed a grader 
tperator, We tad rented the farm land out to Bi 
Von Hollen and Merle Cate. 

‘We had two more daughiersPatricia Anne, 
bom om July-1, 1089 and Barbara Jean, born 
‘March 0, 1968) Our children attend schoo! at 
Condor axa Davia Thompson. Kathy graduated 
InJune, 1915 and married Jack Holkestad from 
Rocky Mountain House Jn August, 1975, They 
ride in Rocky Mountain House, and Jack 1s 
ftuplayed at Aauitane ges plant. Kathy is 

‘We attend Gaeiz Cathollc Church, where T 
have taught eatechiem for the past eight years 


(THE GARRY BERT FAMILY 

wry Bert fist Deeame familiar with the 
aihambra area in 1870, when he became 
employed at Kilick’s Esso owned by Bernard 
Klik, He drove fo work each morning from fis 
parent's farm (Mr. and Mrs. Alex Bert) tn the 
Bovereourt area, 

'h December of 971, he married Vick! Craw 
ford, daughter of Bryan and June Crawford of 
{eslievile ana fogetter they Set up housekeep: 
{ng ina small rented house across from the ser 
‘ie station, This lasted for three months, then 
Uiey moved into the house adjoining the service 
Slallon In July of 1876, they pureiased the Fsso 
Sation from Bernard Klick and changed the 
fame to Bert's Sales and Service 


‘THE ILLETSKI FAMILY 

Walter ana Helen Billetski moved to the 
Alhambra district on May Ist, 1971 along with 
thelr four children, Connle ~ 15, Anna — 14 
‘Timothy — 3, and Marin — 1 year. 

‘Coming from Red Deer, they selted on the 
Walter's farm. (NW. 728.55) Walter worked for 
Re Angus Caterpillar and farmed parttime. 

‘The oldest daughter, Connie, married Stanley 
‘abl on September 4, i978 Taey are now ving 
tn the Hubl farm in the Bkvile district. Anna 
finshed high echool at David Thompeon and is 
tow at Red Deer College. 

“Tae farm is pretty much the same except for 
‘afew of the ola bulldings and corrals belng torn 
fowa. ‘Te appearance of the house and barn 
haven’ changed 

Tn the spring of 1975 Walter and Helen 
separated, Walter moving to Fernie, British 
CColumta ana Helen stil ving on the farm with 
the young boss 
ELTON BOWNESS FAMILY 

Eton was born January 17, 1902, at Stanley 
bridge, Prinee Edward Island. He came 10 



































Alberta sith his pavents and wo brothers, Wille 
Sand Cecll, in 1807 resing frst at Morningside, 
Aiberta. His dad decided to go homesteading 80 
they went by covered wagon eastward to Naco, 
‘bu spent that fist winter in Castor Inthe spring 
they moves back to the homestead saving there 
do years: then moved fo Veteran and stayed 
there for about two Years. Thea they moved back 
West 10 Lacombe fora couple of Years and then 
‘moved back to Morningside. Fram there they 
‘moved south and west fo the Eagle Hil distriet 
West of Olds where they bought @ % section of 
land in 1990 and farmed until Elon marsied the 
former Mildred Ware on August 1, 1808. Mildred 
‘came from Llantillet, South Waies to Canada. 
She was bora May fi 186, and came to Canada 
‘vith ner parents and eleven children: The fall 
fame to\Canada under the Soldiers Settlement 
‘Scheme in 102 to farm in the Eagle Hl district 
‘here the families were neighbors, 

‘Elion and Mildred had four children, John 
‘bor September 9, 1985 and Etta bora February 
45, 1910, while they lived at Eagle HIN. With thelr 
tho ehiidren they moved to the James iver 
Bilage district nd lived with his brother Wille 
who had taken a Homestead there in 1857. Our 
on’ James. was born while we lived thee, 
November 03, 1942, and in the fall of 1914 me 
purehased tree quarters of land trom the 
Wateriog. atuateipaltty, N.W.%, NB. and 
S.Ety See, 21-Twp.88-R.5-W.8. In i945: on 
Navember 27, our son Donald was born. 

Tn October 31 1956, our house and Contents 
were completely destroyed by fire, In August 
1357, John married a girl from Tangent, 
‘Thereasa Portalance. They have four children: 
Gerald, Donna, Betty Ann and Dennis. They are 
residing In Red Deer. 

Elta_martied a boy from Nipawin 
Saskatchewan in September of 1957 and they 
have two boys, Robert and Kelly. They reste in 
Carstales 

1h 1963 we sold our land at James River, not 
‘eallg land was 80 hard to find an looked for 
2 year before nding the Land we now live on 
SEsvjSecanTwp.s9 RSW. We bought this 
from an elderly man by the name of Den Page 
fand We moved here May 1, 1983, with our 10 
‘avs, Jim and Don. Donald stayed one year and 
went working out at Westerdale where he met 
{he former Staron Brinson whom he mastied in 
December of 1808, They have two gis, Connle 
And Lort. In 1967 James left and marred the 
former Airs. May Cowan In July, 1968. Tames 
essed away October 12, 191 

‘Now we are back to being just the two of us, 
rmileing a few cows and keeping afew chickens 
4nd more or less taking lfe a Ile easy sur 
Founded by good friends and neighbors, 


[BUNCH WALTER AND VIVIAN AND FAMILY 
Poy Vivian Bunet 

‘Over the past‘ years we have lived on four 
diterent farms in he area covered by tis book, 














[As we were not ploncersetlers nor even perma- 


‘ent read 
Tocation. 

“Aller we were married in Benalto in 1846 we 
rented our frst quarter af land from Gust Mol 
{us Here we lived in a small tarpaper ahack on 
the land situated between Withrow and Gilby 
We were hailed out that year so were forced 
‘biain emplovment elsewhere, 

Walter obtained a steady job with Imperial 
lin the Ledue ol feid and it wasn't unt 1951 
that we were able to purchase a quarter of land 
irom Kelle Kilvinen, Ths was right next to The 
land we had previously rented. We were onty 
Weekend farmers for several years and 
thoroughly enjeyed coming to the tarm. In the 
[ast part of 1884 Walter wae transfered toa 
Battery Job at Lesitevile so we were finally abe 
fomove and ove on our farm. Then, du tthe 
oor roads, we were unable to ge the eidren to 
School, and decided to move to Lestevlie. We 
llveain in for two years, during whieh time we 
Were able fo purchase another quarter of land, 
‘SE T0-40-4.W5, and also bought the Wolte School 
House and moved itt the farm. We remodelled 
iv and installed power, sewer and water and bY 
this ime the road was high graded and gravelled 
Sp we were able fo move back in the summer of 





nts, shall waite very briefly on each 





Walter nad now been transferred tothe Red 
Deer fla (Jottre) so we moved othe ely a the 
Close of 1888 and lived therefor ten months and 
were once again back on the farm. Tas time it 
Was to be for four years during whieh me we 
Falsed sheep. Finally It proved foo mueh for out 
health and We sold the farm to Vie Omen in 1964 

‘We lved in Rest Deer for some months while 
bulling'a large home on one re in Valleyview 
Subdivision. We lived there for five Years when 
‘we again had the farming fever and wanted {0 

‘ur young boys out into the country. After we 
ar property sold we were able to purchase a 
farm at Aiharabra from Ray and. Blanche 
artis: Wore we ralsed eattle and thorougnly 
enjoyed being out tn the country again, We were 
fo lve here for five Years when me decided to 
‘ave north of Lesiteile ont this arm, SW 31 
4-4-5, which we had purchased from Senia and 
Chariie Valley. Out oa, Gerald, remained on the 
Allambra arm with his wile, the former Laurie 
rbinsky. During this past summer of 1977 this 
farm at Alhambra sas sold f0 our nelghbors, 
Clarence and Terry Needham. We purchased & 
halt section from Molly Phelan, ‘the former 
Eebihan farm whick fe located adjacent to the 
lana Wwe now live on. Gerald and Laurie wth 
thelr Baby daughter live on ths new land and do 
most ofthe farming for us 

‘Our children have attended school at 
Eckville, Leslieville and David Thompson High 
School. Cheryl is married to Robert Green and 
hos thive children and are at present living at 
Alls, ovee is married to Gary Mah, has three 
children and ives In Fcky Mountain House 














Vern is married to Gwen Needham, has three 
hildcen "and lives near. Withrow.” Janice is 
tnarried to Gary Dietrich, has one ite git and 
Ives nartn of Lesllevle, Judy married Rea Mar 
nek, haste boys andlves near Condor. Wan: 
(a married Arnold Gray, has one litle gir and 
they" live north-west of Lesievlie on the Gray 
farm. Sandra is single and works in Rea Deer 
Dwayne is also single and works around Central 
‘Alberta, Donald is in Red Deer, working In: 
‘welding shop 

‘The years we have lived on farms inthis area 
hhave been our happlest years. It hasbeen a good 
place to raise a large family andthe beauty ot 
{his countey compares with the best anywhere 
Fora farally on the move, It 53 Fea! Joy to have 
a farm to settle on 





BUTLER, TOM — (By Ken Matin) 
“Tom Buller came to Alberta from Ontario in 
1906 ana homesteaded the NE. 4-20-30 W5, ths 
Jana being two miles north ote present village 
or Alhambra, Later on he purchased the NAW. 
20385 (Ws) trom Bob McGuire: he farmed this 
half section until the fal of 1987 when due to 
alth he was forced toretire. He never marzieg, 
His mother and sister, Jean, olned him a short 
lime after He came out and his sister, Sally, 
came out a Tew years later. His mother Itved 
‘eith him unt het death in 40nd his ester, 
Jean lived with nim and helped him with his 
{arming until ner marrage to Austin Raynor In 
the middle thirties, Jean was avery goad 
Teamster and did her share’ of the Yield work 
Whlen was all done with horses. She also had & 
fine flock of sheep, approximately one-hundred 
head. She had a name for each one ef them and 
tough they a looked alike she could pick out 
‘anyone of them a any fime and fell you its 
fame. She could also do the same thing with & 
Gulle a large herd of Aberdeen Angus cate 
Walch ‘om had: she also had a name for exch 
ne of the cattle. Sally Butler had been a nurse 
Before coming fo tls area and at the ime she 
fame out here she had tuberculosis quite adi 
{he doctor in Ontario fold her she anlyhad sor 
time to tive, She bullt herself a’small bullding 
Whled was. open on the whole south side, She 
overed the pen side with cheesecloth aad slept 
Init ana the good westera fresh alr cured her ot 
this disease and she ived a good heathy ie unt, 
Well over eighty years of age. Sally never 
‘married and kept house for her brother Tom all 
the time they lived here. She looked after het 
‘ther who was in ill health for's number of 
Years betore she died. Sally was a wonderful 
ook, All the time they lived here they kept all 
the furniture whieh they hag browght with them 
trom the east. Tae ony cook stove she had was 
Small wood stove which could be classed as a 
real nomesteader's stove but cold she ever pat 
up good meals with It Ste was famous for ker 
Steam pudalags which she had quite regulary 
{or dessert. They lived ina log house il thelr 























years here and she had serubbed the board floor 
Unt it wae worn down until the knots in the 
boards were higher han the rest of the flor. She 
tras one of the Kindest Women that have ever 
Enown, Tom was aso kind and gentleman who 
never gol excited and always fook lots of Ume 
fd aid things very thoroughly. 

He bullt up a very fine herd of Aberdeen 
angus cattle in which took great pride and was a 
{reat lover of horses, Hls one enjoyment in lle 
‘fas smoking hls pipe: he always used the old 
Siple pug pipe tobacco which he whited with 
IME kare and, ke al pipe smokers, he used a 
‘reat deal of matehes. He used to sit Im an arm 
‘hair which had a hardwood seat about one and 
fane half Inches thick: he struck raatenes on the 
Sotom of the seat of this chatr always in the 
hme place withthe same stroke of is arm until, 
fehad a groove worn in it so that it was almost 
‘wom through the sea ofthe chair Ate ime he 
a his auetion sale Thad my mind made up 1 
would buy that chalr regardless of what It cost 
ine, but fo my disappointment they did not sel 
ny of ther household effects 

‘om was avery interesting story teller and 
ould goon for along time relating the stories he 
fis fold me of the early Homesteading days and 
Sorles of eastern Canada. In my’ days as" 
teenager I used to stok for him for Several ears 
find the wonderful meals Sally cooked, expectal- 
iithose steam puddings, T will always 
remember, Upon retiring in 197 he sod his farm 
to-Austin Raynor, In 1981 Austin Raynor traded 
this farm to Joe MeGnee for his farm Inthe 
Tarmoral area whlch Is approximately 40 miles 
‘west o Rocks’ Mountaln House, Inthe fll 01852 
Joe McGhee sold ito Bud and Ken Sfartin who 
Stl farm i at the present lime, Torn and Sally 
Butler moved o Parksville, British Columbia on 
Vancouver island. Yam not sure but 1 think Tom 
passed away two or three years later and Sally 
passed sway sometime in the 80s, but what 
Jear 1 am not sure. It was a privilege knowing 
Sich fine people and T am proud tobe living on 
‘Tom Butler's homestead af this time, 


COCHRANE, HATTIE AND FAMILY 

‘Mrs, Hate Coctrane and het three sons 
came from Tloga, North Dakota and fled on 
omesteads in the lorseguardaistriet in August 
IND. Mrs, Cochrane filed on NE. 36388 NS, and 
her sons, John Whitney on NE $3.38 3.05, 
William Heetor on NE-SL385.05, and James 
Edward on NW 38.86. 

Tn Maren, 191, Mrs. Cochrane at 85 years of 
age moved her fatally of three sons, John age 3, 
Willa 4, James 8 and four daughters, Eva 21, 
Gladys, Hattle 16, Bernice 1, and John's son, 
Don, eigai years, her homestead. Tey ived ih 
‘log Rouse for tree years unl the new house 
‘ras bullt in 1914, The House was just a shell hen 
the gris decided they were tired of living in the 
log Bouse so forced their hand by moving al of 
ter furniture out of the log house. The new 
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house was stil without shingles, windows and 
Soars but the gles told thelr brothers tha If hey 
‘wanted any supper they hed to move the cook 
‘owe inte the new house. So the brothers moved 
‘he siove and the plano into the new house. THIS 
‘same plano Is Inthe Alhambra Community Cen 
ie today where {thas been used for many years 
‘and tll used, Mfrs Hatile Cochrane brought t 
‘with her from Buffalo, Minnesota. when she 
‘moved to homestead in’Tioga in 2810. 

John’s son, Don, dled ofthe flu in 2819 atthe 
‘age of 15 years In Hanna, Alberta. Sohn was very 
fective in the district. He served 1 years on the 
‘council of the Raven Munielpal District, hx 
Sears on the Seneo! Board ofthe Rocky Mountain 
Sehool Division No. IS and he was a director for 
the Central alberta Dalty Pool He took the cen 
‘sof the district for many years, and n the ear. 
iy days he rode harseback to do the job. J. W 
Cochtane Mand D.CM. served in World War 
{with the oth Battalion and he recetved a medal 
for services rendered beyond the eal of duty for 
whieh he recelved a pension from the King's 
Parse forthe rest of hs life. John died in June, 
1968 

Wiliam Hector served in World War 1 from 
ois to ils, He returned to Alhambra in July, 
1819 and farmed with his brothers. He married 
Margaret von. Hollen In October, 1801. ‘They 
‘moved to the SE 18..5.W9 where iney farmed. 
‘Willan rejoined the army’ In World War I and 
Yeturned home In 1046. Willam and Margaret 
ave one’ daughter, Lorraine, and iwo. sons, 
Malcolm and J. Angus. Willlam ‘died In 
February, 1908 

TLarralne marzied George McCallum and they 
live'in Vietorla, B.C. They have five daughters 
and three son, 

Malcolm lives on his grandmother Hattie 
Ccochrane’s homestead, He married Anita An- 
lesen from Ponoka, on June 2, 1968, 

‘Angus flves on his dad's farin. He married 
Goria Notnot tom Hespero on April 23, 1960 
‘They have two sons, Whllam and James, Both at 
home 

‘Eva moved (0 California and married Fat) 
Leason, 

(Glaiys married ‘Tom Hall in 1935. He served 
4m the Canadian Navy and was stlcken with the 
flu on his way home-and died In Rea Deer 
Gladys was remarried in 121 to Joe Sullivan 
‘owas a barber and ran the pool hal in Alzarn 
bra, They had two sons, Dave and George, Dave 
ied at the age of five. George lives the United 
States, Gladys and Joe moved to Castle Rock 
‘Washington Gladys later moved back to Alharn 
‘bra and lived with her brothers, John and dim 

mov resides a the Hardisty Nursing Home 
Edmonton 

“James Edward (Jim) farmed in the dstrict 
and lived with his mother He raised steep for 20 
Sears. He bought Mis frst car, a Model’ Ford in 
1901. He now resides at he Westview Ledge it 
Rocky Mountain House 
























Hattie worked for Sam Emmerson for two 
years and then she moved {o\Hanna end om 
thereto California, She had three sons, Wiliam, 
‘Terrance, and Donald 

‘Berniée married Arthur Pederson in June, 
1817 and they lived on his homestead the SES 
5.5 tor two years, They had two children, 
Gloria and Arti. 

Mrs. Hattie Cochrane had two married 
daughters, Edna and Grace, who also Came f0 
the Alhambra aistict, Edna had married. C, 
Emil Larson in 1808 in‘ioga, They also had fled 
‘ona homestead, the SW-58°5 WS, August 1910 
{and moved on iin Maren, 191. Thelr children 
fare Lars who married Ann Steed and they have 
{vo sons, Lorne ang Aldrien; Grace, married 
Wiliam Mottord and they moved to the United 
States; Dave and Ruth, bon deceased; Robert, 
bom ‘at Alhambra, had rheumatic fever. and 
spent & year on his back, then went to his aunt 
Bernice Pederson, in Washington; he is married 
and they lve at Castle Rock, Washington John 
Wittam, born at Alhambra, married: Marge 
Bireh and they nave two children and liven Ee 
monton; Edna Mae married Carls Moeller, they 
have three children and they lve inthe Rocky 
Mountain House area. G. Erall Larson died int 
1807 Mrs. G. Emil Larson lives in Roeky Moun 
fain House with her soa, Lars, and grandson 
Lorne, Mrs. Larson is 82 Years of age ands sti 

Grace married Burr Floyd Randall (Doc 
Randall) and tiey came othe district about 195), 
and lived on the NE-Z18-5WS, They had {wo 
children, Joe marvied Marie A. Fleur, and they 
have one son and four daughters; Grace (Gaye) 
married Jim Palips. They live in the Arbutus 
district and they have one son ‘and: three 
daughters, 

“Tne Cochrane home was known asa stopping 
house fo all Homesteaders trekking between Red 
Deer and Rocky Mountain House 

T1824 the Cochrane Brothers had a contract 
to clear and urn the right of way for the road 
‘rom Amnambra to Reck Mountain House, now 
Known a8 Highway 11 The ld winding road was 
‘fom one half mile to’one mile south of the pre 
sent Mighwray, 




















DAVID THOMPSON HIGH SCHOOL 

“Tue David Thompson High Schon is situated 
on the southwest corner ofthe $1.98 along 
Highway 11 leading west to the David Thompson 
Highway 

“This schoo Is the brain child nt of one, but 
of several men from the Department of Educa 
Won, ‘trom the Divisional School Board 
architects, contractors and carpenters 
Moreover, the David ‘Thampson grew out of & 
pressing’ need for high school classrooms. — 
Elassrooms to accommodate students fron the 
north, eas, south and west — students Drought 
toits doors by buses rom Leslieville, Condor and 
‘Atsambra,"? 





‘he schol opened September, 1857, under 
‘pioneering aulclies, certain at the bene 
“ig ofthe term= mina several windows doors 
nd © gym flor and long lst of eer tng 
‘he school was not completed unl halt of the 
School term Was over "The ofl opening Was 
‘nFebruery 1,198, when a crowd of more than 
‘ip peopegatered in his Tagalicent now 
schoo, The evening started at 30 win tour of 
ihe"sthoot and at #0 the Opening. Ceremony 
ommenced with Mr. D, Hallasehalrma De 
TC Byne, Chet Superintendent af Schools for 
Aiterta, cui he slbbon and Gecared the new 
bullied open. "The invocation was delivered by 
Rev. Aree and Hon, A, Hooke was one o 
the printpal speakers 

its te tw school were presented by De. 
BBryue and Mir Cony: Kerty Bisel f Basel 
{a Holman, the arcifects presented he fey 
ie shot, to Brincpal I: Lindberg. 

‘Stner speakers were Mr Cony, Mr. 8 
sande, te Won Lougheed an Oren von Alien 
prenidnt ofthe Students? Union 

Tyo of the looky Mountain Schoo! Divislonat 
Trustees, Mes Lous Karlsen and Mi Sigua 
Sande were honored for long years of service by 
ieing. presented wih gold watches engraved 
MRS thse words! "4d vents School eases 
Rocky Mountain Soo! Division Nov 15 

“tho st stat of the David Thotnpson High 
scoot: Mr. J Lindberg = Principal Mtr B 
Hall. Me Mt. Sharpe, Mar Wmn, Davidgon, Mrs 
Sunde, hrs: Westergard, le 3. Norton Me 
Dow 

"The frst Student Council: President — Orlen 
on Holler, Vice President — Heather Smit 
Setretary Loretta Lisneberg eaeurcr © 
Ramona Lipa, Room Representatives Elae 
Kangen, Gerald Brandon, Wayne Linneber, 
Ueone Torgeson, sudrey Sunde 

“he fest Yearbook Stat: Haltors — Donald 
Holmgren and Ramona Lip, Faculty Avot 
<hr. Lindberg, Statt Photogrephet David 
‘ait Siait "Wiarton Kup, Fay Russel, 
Featier Sm, Arlene Cold, Patrica Brow, 
‘Wagne Linneberg Kenneth Es 

When the Yearbook Staff was isked why they 
called this yearboony "tne Explorer” they gene 
these reasans: David Thompaon was frei 
mong Western Canada's great explorers, and 
{ike hn, this yearbook is acing ane fall 
An effort (o estamish'a worthy tadtion for our 
Scheal moreover, we thougt ofthe Explorer 
Satelite, whieh te Rope, fr the precrsor of 
iteatr hing fo come, Bes no thee Indeed 
Seem iting?" 

“The fst Graduating Class: Delores 
Biswanger, Loraine Biwanger, Louse Brand 
fon, Patrica’ Brown, Birdie Dissen, Vernon 
Dytiand, Ken Ells, Joyee Graniund ory 














» The Explorer — 3958 
2 The Explorer — 1958 











Houston, James Kasparsons, Stanley Kauppt 
Elaine Kuble, Joba Martin, Lorna Nelson, Will 
Pattison, Florence Poland, Laureen  Poinau, 
Plan Pangea, Sharon Smith, Jenay tote, Orlen 
von Hollen, Leonard White 

‘Over the years additional rooms have been 
bull fo thls High Senool and as well, the gym 
‘islum has been enlarged. "Tals has helped en 
fare that the rural school chllaren would ‘be 
biferedall the factities and. thus’ obtain an 
fducation of the same quality as urban school 
fhildren. It was for this reason that the Schoo! 
Division was organized 

“The other excerpls are taken from the 
keynote speech delivered by Alma Sunde at the 
David Thompson High School Graduation 
(Ceremony, May 14, 1976 


DICKSON, SAMUEL AND ALMA 
Sinmuei Dickeos as both tn. Glasgow 
scotand nn tsb care wth spate 
eile area weal of insta, now know as 
Bietson Sarn went to eronto to" feapn 
fotehmaing. He worked at thn trae fn 
etal and ed eer, in eld ne moved to Fort 
Francent ontario, where he mnariea Alma 
‘Mikes iney operdted the Royal Fheize thre 
{rom insite then etuened oneal 
‘in thls som, John, Sem and Alma wih elt 
Shares onan Bonne) towed ote Aur 
Sfadinbicn itt wperiney purchase tess 
Sim and Arma had free pore cosy Rober 
Sates kensesh aad Cort at il 
Ion be reenbered for hs mosial ably. He 
aged ina many pares, dances and 
School acts long wit Men rank ister 
fon he Angus Marin, and Frank Scot Sem 
Sidon dle in a0" and te bused ta ine 
Leslee ‘Cemetery alma maried Bagene 
Bier and they ive fa fort vances, OrieSn 
‘ohn went tothe Prine Rose School south 
cost of Leaees and later fo the Altra 
Shon He jin the Canadian Army i on 
Serwedoversens fore sear afte he War Re 
‘onteo for Sf years tn the ost stce in For 
Frances Hie snow reid fr 50 he mnsed 
Marjors and they have toe children Lind 
Beverly, Join ache), Dane 'asd Bebe 
ever marvee fo oger Wison and they 
fave tho hilcen: Bevert and Rage lve 
Sreitrd, Onan, where they are nglstred 
durses, Linda, Jeon ana Danny ork in Fo 
France and Bedbe is sehol 
anna went schol a Alama, She ater 
vyotted at the Telephone Exchange in Sivan 
{ate In tot sme manted John ae) Polit ot 
Ahambra They pve four sons, Robert James 
Gai and Donald Robert (Bob) maria share 
Respond in ie Bob operates Polit 
biti Construction” an Sharon is he cep 
Mista he Foxe Hopital, They lve nora 
ot asivile ane have four chien, Wendy. 
fino has mrasted from high sooo? Dasvey, 
Moone nd Mertieeare‘In schol. Seay 














‘marzied Faye Medin in 193. They have three 
allaren, Dallas and Sandra in school and Shane 
at Rome. Jim and Faye live north of Withrow 
dim is employed as battery operator for Tipe 
Ott Company. Gary married Patrila Bawards 
In 1958, They have two children, Michelle and 
Mar, both in sehool. Gary and Pat live north of 
Beaver Flat. Gary works for Alberta Gas Trank 
Line and Pat at the Tveasury Branch in Rocky 
Mountain House. Donny mafried Teena Walker 
fn July 6, 1974, He aied in an olfield accident 
September 1, 18s. Rena lives in Rea Deer and 
‘works for Peavey Industries. Mac and Donna 
ow live in Lelteve, Tey’ cook for Speight 

"Robert James (Jim) took all hs schooling at 
Ablambra, He joined the Armed Forces in Toll 
‘and’ was stationed at Camrose and’ Sutel, 
Alberta. Jim then worked in various points fn 
forthiveslern Ontario until he returned home 
SIT In 149 he married Alberta (Bobbie) Hall ot 
Fed Deer. n 195 they bought a halt section of 
land south of Leslieville where they stl reside 
sim and Bobble have eight ekiazen, Sharyn, 
Bruce, Brenda, Kerilee, Laurel Dean, Susan, 
Belan’ and” Davia. Sharyn married’ Wayne 
Terps 86 Tey ve south of Leslee cn 
the former Ray Bunch fare. Sharys and Wayne 
have four children, James, Brady, Donald, and 
Chantel. Bruce, after" graduating from blah 
School, jlned his father on the farm. In 1915, 
Bruce married Judy Roberts of the Washington 
Helgnts area north of Leslieville, They nave t0 
sons, Habert and Derek. Brenda received her 
degree in education She married Dick Peser in 
1st and tney have one daughter, Tenner, Bren 
da and Dick live in Red Deer where Brenda 
feactes at West Park Junior High and Dick is 
Recreational Manager of the Roland Michener 
Centre. Kerrlee attended the Southern alberta 
Insitute ‘of Technology and. took Computer 
‘Teennology. She is employed as a Programmer 
Analyst at Alberta Goverament Telephones in 
Edmonton, Laurel Dean married Glen 
Winetester in 1875. ‘They have one daughter, 
Janet. Laurel Dean Is. postmistrest at the 
Leslieville Post Office and Glen has’ truck 
Working in Ollila. Maintenance, ‘Susan has 
{raduated from highschool and Brian and David 
freaattending school 

‘Keaneth graduated trom Red Deer High 
‘School and moved to Port Frances in 185 where 
he became a. Jeweller. He married Rose 
DeBlenedet In 18. They moved to Dryden, On 
tarfo where Iney oven and operate a Jeweilery 
Store. Ken and Rose have tree elldren, Robert, 
Sandra snd Douglas. Roberts studying accoun 
ting in ‘Thunder Bay, Ontarie. In 1975 Sandra 
married Martin Lappage and they farm near Ox. 
Grin, Ontario. Douglas is. working witt nis 
father. 

Gordon moved to Fort Frances in 1016. He 
served many’ years with the Provinelal Police in 
Ailkokan, Ontario, He masried Ruth Barrett it 




















188, They have four children, Donna, Barbara, 
Janet, and Gordon, Donna ls & registered nurse. 
‘She married Jonn Naturkach In 3970, They have 
{co ehlldren and lve In Thunder Bay. Barbara, 
also a registered nurse, married Jack Wiiluk i 
41974 and they have two eildzen, They live in 
‘Thunder Bay where Jack has a motoreyele shop, 
Janet and Garay live In Tunder Bay’ where Gor 
{ay attends school. Gordon was remarried 10 
Shirley Blanco in 1914. ‘They live in Santora, 
Manitoba where Gordan Is’ a carpenter and 
Shirley isa nurse, 


EMMERSON, SAM — submited by Evelyn 
‘MacDonald 

‘Sam Emmerson was a time-keeper on the 
CPR. when it was going through t0 Hocky. 
Moniniain House in 1912. The fret sfore and post 
office in Alkamabra was run by Mr. Bisset, When 
it burned down Sam Emmerson built the store 
snd ran the post office, later the long distance 
telephone and rural exchange, tie wes a well 
educated man and always retumed kindness 
‘with indness but would not be pushed. He 
‘always had two gis working for hi, one forthe 
post office and the otter a clerk, anda heavy 
Iman, ‘The frst one was Ira Schling and later 














Bert Spearing: he, Margaret Scott and 1 were 
{here when Sam Emmerson died of a heart at 
‘ek in 1, 

Sam Emmerson was nthe school board for 
‘many Years and Relped finance the hall whichis 
Si hed foday 





A. FARRINGTON FAMILY — by Ted 
Farrington 
“The Farrington family immigrated to Canada 





In 1908 ana lived tn Calgary untl Maze of 192) 
‘When we moved te Alhambra 

“There was my father, moiber, my brother, 
George and my sster Lucy, and miselt. George 
who had served overseas Inthe ist World War. 
hhad Bought a farm tarough the Soldier Sette 
‘ment Hoard and my dad later homesteaded a 
Section half a mile south ofthe place George had 
bought 

When we lft Calgary on the 12 of Mareh the 
snow was all gone but when we gotta Alhembea 
the snow was stil knew deep 

‘We arrived wit four work horses, my sade 
horse and two milk cows 

“The place George had bought was known as 
tne it Bogs place. Our nearest neighbors were 
the Mowat family, who lived on the place later 
Dought by Frank Scott wno moved of in 821 ot 
22 Jack Polit ved on hls homestead just to the 
west ofus. Inthe early days the people seemed to 
have more tee for fun: tn the winter there were 
always surprise pares and card pares, Just 
before Christmas we used fo go tall the Christ 
tas conceris at the schools eround the district 
A favorite one was. Beaver Flat where the 
‘always naa a good concert 

‘In the summer the mall came three times a 
week and ine people seemed fo have time to goto 
{oun Most evenings we would play bal and then 
oven io ihe old swimming hole on Scot's of Up 
the ereok at Bradshaws. The Bradshaws had 
foved from Hespero the same year we got 12 
‘Alhambra and sefied north of Alhambra, There 
tere ne roads inthe district when we fret came, 
We haa to follow tralls through the Hidson Bay 
Section. ‘The frst year we worked on the Toad 
West of Alhambra cutting and laying cordurey 
nd thea hauled art with dump wagons and 
‘reenos. The reads Were made then by clearing 
the brush out by hand and then you plowed the 
fureows and then with @ team std ip put the 
Girt Inthe mldate of the road to make av grade 

in" 1885" Germaine Chevallier and I were 
‘married and we rented The. farm trom my 
Brother anddad. Mother and Dad moved to 
Calgary for ‘Ineir retisement. In 1942. they 
belebrated thelr Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

‘in 1888 Germaine and T bought one of John 
‘Cochrane's quarters where we live now 

“Tnere was not much broke on it and ft was 
sow work clearing by hana. ‘The first year we 
‘eared 10 acres and Ferale Chevalier broke it 
With eight horses. ‘Te following year. Howard 
Tlong'wh teas in charge of Skacdopole's brush 





























lering cat, was in th distriet looking for work 
nd we had dome land cleared with itt was the 
frst brush cutting done in this area. Now we 
have three qusrters of land. We have recently 
‘oughta house in Rocky Mountain House for our 


‘THE ROSS GOODWIN FAMILY 

Ross was born i Winnipeg, Manito, during 
‘ne Depression. He was abopied ty James and 
Norma Goodwin and raised In the Oak Lake 
area. At ihe early age of 15 he left home 

His tlrst Job was reighting. In northern 
Manitoba, He had a variety of Jobs and saw a ot 
Othe country and eventually worked on ol rigs 
fe moved with the Alberta rig, Commonvtealh 
Dring, to Fox Harbor, Nova Soot in 963. He 
‘met Beverly Ben}amin and later marries her in 
ct 

We (Ross and Bev) left Nova Scotia the end ot 
‘May'in 1964 and travelled by ear through several 
States, then back to Calgary, Alberta, We 
thecked with Commonwealth Drilling and were 
Sent with a rig that moved north of Leslieville 
We'rented'a home there and worked on rigs fn 
that area, In 1969 Rass quit Working for oll rigs 
4d bought a backhoe. In 1966 we moved f0 
Alhambra and rented s house from P. Cummer 
fora. when formerly had been owned by Mae 
Poll, Later, we bought the quarter, the NES 
USWo, that we are now Om 

Weeieared about 30 acres and drained the low 
land, At present tis all under eultivation ex 
ep for eight acres, We used fo plck foots and 
have a wiener roast, We stil live in the Rouse 
Dull by Jack Kerr wh was helped by Afr Fite 
Dir. Keer omesteaded this quarter and bul his 

We havea family of four: Bobby born 
November 18, 1864; Jimmy born January 1, 
Tier; Caria born November 2, 888; and Donna 
born April 3, 1010. Tne children are bused to 
School a Leslieville, and enjoy it here, There are 
funy forms of recreation nearby, curling, 
Boekey, bowling, swimming tshing and eam: 
Ing 

‘We have noticed over the past few years more 
things tn this area for the enlldren, the annual 
plenie, the Christmas concer, ball teams, and 
asses held at the Community Centre 

The community hall has feally changed in 
appesrance and name — Alhambra Comment 
etre. It has Brought the community closer 
{ogether. Also in the last few Years we now have 
{mal route, natural gas, and dlal telephones 


GRANLUND, EINO AND BERTHA 

ino Gratlund emigrated from Pialand tn 
ager, He arrived in the Alhambra dlstrlet and 
{eled to find a Job, He worked at odd. job 
tarvesting, helped on threshing crews, cleared 
land, worked In the winter months tn lumber 
amps cutting rallroad les and worked on the 
Nordegg highway for awhile. He gota Job work 
Ing on the C-P-R. track forthe summer months 











at 25 cents an hour, while in the winter he cleared 
fand sad worked in lumber camps. He applied 
for Cook's farm and had it fora Umer Fred 
‘Mushka bought It later 

‘Bertha came from Geyser, Montana with her 
{amily — Mother and seven efilécen, Father had 
come earlier fo look for a place to setle. They 
fame by tain to the Benaifo district and stayed 
for'a year. Father located. homestead in the 
Evergreen district where he_ uit & log eabin 
‘eth the help of his brother, Charle. They lived 
Ina'rented house at a neighbor's {arm untl the 
Jog eabin was finished. Bertha attended school 
for one year at Kuusamo and she had to Walk 
tree miles, then at Knowledge, and at 
Evergroen for Grade 8 which she! was not 
Successful in pasting because her help. was 
Iieeded at home as Mother wae not too well, 

ertha and Eino were married on August 21, 
4s0f, at the Baptist Chureh in Red Deer. ‘They 
lived in the section nouse at Alfarnbra with the 
‘wins, Nell and Helen, who were a lithe over & 
‘ear ola. They were intrested in and owned by 
{ne Hudson's Bay Company whieh happened to 
be avallable so they made a contract with Hu 
Son's Bay’ to pay for It, They got enough land 
eared for a Dullding and Nad a granary moved 
‘onthe clearing. The¥ got Bio Tind to build ah 
Sddition to serve as a living room and kitchen, 
‘The granary was made into a, couple of 
‘bedrooms: Hore the house was ready t lve in 
the weather turned cold and they sere freezing 
Inthe section house so Hertha sewed slippers 
ftom old tlt liners for the tins” fest to" keep 
‘hem warm onthe flor. One week before Christ, 
‘mas they moved into the new house and as the 
amily increased more additions were ‘bull 
They led in thls house untll 1972. "The other 
ehillaren ‘are Joyce born 1940, John torn 1943 
fled four day's Tater, Kenneth born 1985 and 
Rosebud born 1946 

“Tals land’ was) mostly heavy timber and 
rmuskes and. needed clearing before breaking 
ould be done In preparation for seeding a crop 
fr even a garden. They gota double bed and 
ow fram Bertha's parents as'a Wedding present 
‘They had a few acres cleared by 189%, about 16, 
acres, and Harry Manning ald the breaking. 
Beriha’s brother, Charlie, broke. another 10 
acres In 1840 which they had seeded for fed. 
‘Their horse machinery was bought {rom 
Bertha’s brother-in-law who was planing 10 £0 
to Red Deer fora jb, 

They pastured a helghbors’ horses and in 
zeturn ware allowed 10 Use them, When the time 
{came to bind the grain, one horse didnt lke the 
Job so he lay down in trent of the binder, They 
hnaa"to do ‘something’ All afternoon. Bertha 
‘Walked beside the binder 49 keep the horse mov 
Ing wit a whip as a reminder? They only had 
Tabour Day free for cutting the rain as the 
allroad work was thelr souree of income. After 
‘fashion they did get it done: stooking was the 
‘ext job. Chares were done late that even in 


























the dark, After walking all afternoon in the hot 
sun, Bertha was very tired. The grain was 


threstied for the livesiock. Eing got an engine 
finda grinder to grind the grain he bough from 
hls brother-in-law He also got a circular saw for 
Sawing Wood. 

in the fali of 1941 Eino was debating if he 
should apply for active service inthe army or 
Duy a pale of work pants. He decided to oin up 
and try his Tuck. He was accepted, Bertha Was 
Tett with three tle children, the tins five and 
‘neal Years old, and Joyee one and a half 
ears old: Eine was dseharged after the war in 
Ib. He went back on the Job forthe C-P-R. on 
ifterent sections as he wanted to be foreman, 
‘The chlazen and Bertha Kept the farm In opera 
ilon as well as they could, Bertha's brother, 
CCharlle, came to help haul feed and grind the 
rain as there were pigs and cows to feed. The 
gs helped fo pay forthe land even though they 
‘nly got $20 each fora 220 pound hog. There were 
0 many Kiad people who came to help through 
Slekness and baby-sitting when needed. 

In te late 4s they bought two quarter sec 
tons, NE-4 36-5 and SE53-39.6:09, adjoining 
teach other for growing hay, They sold ths land 
{nthe early seventies tothe Wolters of Leslieville 
and then bullt a modern home onthe tome place 

Nell married Phyllis. Willet and they. have 
four daughters, Joanne, Dianne, Mary Ann and 
ae Ann. They reside at innlstal 

“Helen marvied Ralph Whaley and they have 
tree daughters and ane son, Linda, Christine, 
William and Sandra. Helen and Ralph reside af 
‘Medicine Hat, Linda married David Parsons and 
they have one son, Shaye. They residein Alham 
bra, 

“Joyce married Roger Villadsen and they have 
two horen, Dana and Shelley. They nese at 

Kenneth married Donna Wray and they are 
walting the arrival of thelr fist chil, ‘They 
eslde at Edmonton, 

Rosebud ives at St. Albert 





HARRIS RAY AND 
Hams 

ay Arnold Harris and I, Blanche Téa, were 
married May 9, 1908, my parents’ home, Our 
parents hortesteaded, when Saskatchewan was 
Bt part o€ the North West Territories, south of 
Cariwale, Saskatchewan, 

‘We weve all born inthe South-east corner of 
Saskatchewan, where we farmed for the frst 1 
‘years of our married Ie, Then Ray worked at 
bridge bulding unt he foined the army. He was 
Slatloned at the Royal Canadlan Engineer Army 
Camp., Chlliwack, B.C., where he served is 
‘country fo the end of the war 

‘We moved south-east of Rocky Mountain 
Houte fom. Vedder Crossing, B.C, until we 
Toeated farm, We met Mr. Poi ata railway 
crossing and in the conversation, he informed us 
head a farm forsale. That is how we located in 





FAMILY — by Blanche 





the Alhambra distri wher 

‘We, with our three youngest children, Joan 
Doreen, June. Gwendoiene and Larey Vincent 
‘moved onto the former Jack and Tessie Polit 
{arm in Apel, 1947, whieh we purehased Trough 
the Veterans" Land Act. Ray was a veteran ofthe 
Second World War, Our eldest son, Alton Duane 
Jolned us later. 

Tn May 1954 Ray became postmaster and 
myself hie assistant, we also’ purchased the 
Building the post office was inv T drove into 
‘Sinambra from the farm to eare forthe posto. 
fice unt September when we moved into Alkan: 
bra, with Ray continuing to farm. from the 
Harhtet unt we sold tin uly, 1970 to Walter and 
Vivian Bunoh of Red Deer 

in September, 1969 the first mall route out of 
Alhambra was’ formed, Ray contracted 0 
faperate It, which he has done ever since. 

Twas news reporter for the local newspaper 
for several years, quitting early 1977; sine, | 
have acted as an assistant 

Duane Joined the Navy early in 1948; he 
served his enllstment period in an alr carrier in 
‘any parts of tae world, While he was stationed 
at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia he married Evelyn 
Franels MeKy, October 17, 892. Thetr union 
was blessed with two sons and a daughter. 

“Joan became a weather observer raining ia 
eamontons she was stationed in Rocky’ Moun 
tain, November 153. Later she became officer 
Incharge until she reslgned tn 1974 She married 
Christopher Stanley Pulay of Rocky’ Mountain 
House, June. 90, 1073. Her hobby Is ralsing 
purebred Arabian horses. 

June worked ina bank and business office in 
Edmonton, where she married James Albert 
Wiltshire, Maren 25, 198 ‘Thelr union Was 
blessed with a son and & daughter. 

sry worked as a teather observer at Cam 
bridge Bay, NW. and varlous points in Alber 
1a. He then foi two year tour of the worl, then 
‘he attended university’ in Edmonton and has 
taught schoo! atthe Olds College, various pots 
Inthe North West Tereitories and Alberta. He 
married Belly Lou Pluim of Wetaskiwin in Ea 
onton April 7, 1985. ‘Tele union was blessed 
wrth three sons. We are retiring December 7, 
87 to travel, quilt and collect rocks and Ray 
will indulge in falowing sports and play’ pool 


HARTLEY, WM. (BILL) AND ELIZABETH. 
(LIL) — by Ruby Carley) Anderson. 

lr Flatley was born October #1896 in Sub 
District of Chertsey in the County of Surrey, Lon 
fon, England, He enlisted in Woria War 1 16 
Sand served in France until demolization was 
feclared and he was discharged from the Ser 
‘ice: He was 22 years old. A few years after 
ecovering from the War he worked for the 
CPR in he yards. Later ne met Lit Hin. She 
teas born October 20, 1804 in Eveld, North 
Dakota, US.A. They got married and ved In 


we farmed for a 

















Calgary for a few years where Richard and 1 
Rubs) were born 

im the early 3's Dad (BI) and Mom (Lit) 
bought a farm, the NE 120505 at Albarn 
bra, where they broke land and farmed with 
horses but Dad continued working his way up on 
ine CP. R. and beeame a fiveman. In the mean: 
te, Mom continued with the farm ehores. Se 
alvays grew a large garden — enough for all 
‘nner — canned meat by the quarts ana di all 
‘he baking, We always had our own milk crear, 
biter and eggs. Out yard was a plture of beat 
{y because Mom enjoyed growing flowers, She 
feted most of our clothes trem rags and hand 
‘me-down elothes, Tiley was born in 1835 

‘Richard and started school in Alhambra, We 
rode horseback at we were two and one half 
hniles trom school, Dad had. now become a2 
engineer and operated the C.P-R. engine 
Number 4a from Red Deet to Rocky Mountain 
House ‘Taree mes a week the train wet ses 
Sometimes Richard and 1-would goto. tne 
Railway staton after schoo was out and walt for 
the Teatn. "While the mall and other supplies 
were belng unloaded we would board the engine 
mith Dad for aride home where he would stop the 
fd engine and let us of. Mom and Tiley ould 








‘See poem about this train by Lyla Sarasin 
Here Cames Limpy" on page 36. 





be in the barnyard walting for the tw litle coal 
Diack kids tolelp withthe chores after they had 
Some hunch 

‘Our first car was a 1994 Chevrolet that Dad 
bought a fewe years betore we left the farm. In 
SM Dad and Mom sold the farm and moved to 
Red Deer where They bought a house in West 
Park. Mom really enjoyed her home here a: she 
nad Calgary Power and lots of room compared 
with ihe ite farm house, She sta tree of all 
Those farm ehores 40 she had more time for het 
{garden and flowers whlch she loved to care for 
Dad was sil an engincer on the CP. running 
Afferent lines out of Red Deer, In 1858 they sold 
{his home and bullt their new home on 49 Street 
in West Park. 

Dad was a well-enown railway figure, In 1952 
he was ane of a small group responsible or the 
{formation ofthe Canadian Pacific Ralwaymen's 
Social Club, an organization taat has ecome 
very active in railway’ social affairs. Dad was 
‘halrman ofthe elu for several years He was 8 
‘ember of the Masonic Lodge and Waskasoo 
Lodge’ No. 16 of the 1.0.0.8 Another eld That 
Dad’ was’ very. active Im was. the Red. Deer 
Pioneers’ and Oldtimers" Association where he 
Served one ferm as the president 

‘After iT years of service as an engineer he 
retired, In the fall of 954 Dad and Mom sere 
honored at a banquet in Red Deer which was 
atiended by top CPsR. officials i Alberta 8nd 

“On September 9, 1955 Dad passed away inthe 
red Deer General Hospital 
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In the fall of 1962, Mom sold her home and 
bullt ‘nother new Home on the next lot 
Landscaping this new ‘yard Included plant 
ose bushes, trees, lowers and garden ad the 
Fesult— she created a beautifl surrounding for 

Whea Mom traveled she would go by train to 
iit her Telaives. and trends who lived far 
Mom was vory active until he 
February 24, 197 

















RUBY (HARTLEY) AND CLARENCE 
ANDERSON FAMILY — “(By Ruty iardey) 
Anderson) 

‘Twas ora in Calgary June 16,1981 and moved 
with my parents, Bil and Lil Hartley, and my 
brother Hichard fo the farm in Alhambra tn the 
‘arly 0's. En 1988 started school in Alnambra. 1 
Fode Horseback most ofthe time (9 go the ? and 
fone Naif miles to school. Highlights of those 
‘Years were the Christmas concetis in he Alkam- 
bra Hall that were enjoyed by ll, Santa's ar 
val added that extra happiness, Some.of my 
teachers. at ‘tls school were Alma (Sande) 
Sunde, Miss Stagg and Mrs. Stollings. 

‘One experience [stil remember while living 
‘on the farm happened when Richard and { were 
Dicking raspbermies. In the distance we saw 
Eometing back coming up the road but we kept 
fn pleking an finally our pals were ful so we 
fused name. After afew minutes our neighbor, 
‘August Savory came and asked Mfom it ahe had 
Seen a bear. She hadn't seen a bear. But we 
iuessed right then that the black abject we had 
fen on the road was a bear coming. We were 
feared’ then all Fight’ and didn go. picking 
Berries for along time, 

‘On July 28, 184 Dad and Mom sold the farm 
and maved to Red Deer so eontinued ty school 
ing inthe tty. After ishing my seMooling T 
worked atthe bey Cleaners and inen at Seats 5¢ 
to's Store. Then 1 left for Vermilion where 1 
Worked for ‘Sandy and Ann Wright's Dry 
Cieaners, Later, when Twas back in Red Deer I 
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‘met Roy (Chub) Newman, formerly trom Con 
dor. We were marsied in Calgary August 9,182, 
He owned. his-own truck and_we moved to 
Okotoks where he hauled gravel Then we moved 
{fo Rocky Mountain House where he worked it 
the bush, Here our son, Roger, was barn in the 
Hoek Alountain House Hospital 

We were ooking fora farm and finaly settled 
on a farm seven miles south-west of Rimbey 
Foy got a chuckwagon out and he was also an 
butelder for several chuckwagen outs. We had 
many apps, exeling das and se feally en 
foyed ifn January, 1986, Karen was born. We 
continued fo farm and run our chuckwagon tn 
{n"1955," Roy. took il and passed away’ In 
September, 1258 in the University Hospital, Ed 
mon'on, as a young man. We stayed on the farm 
‘ind the hildfen attended senodl in Rimbey 

‘In 1860 I married Clarence Anderson, trom 
Bentley, Alberta. We purchased two’ more 
{Quarters of land west of our farm onthe Leedale 
had. I work at the Rimbey Auetion Mart and 
hhave worked there for 15 ears. Llove auidoor 
life. Clarence is a foreman for Alpine Blasting 
‘fom Edmonton. In 1963 our daughter, Della, was 
tom, She attends school in fimbey, noir 
(Grade 10. She has taken swimming lessons and 
figure skating lessons since she was eight Years 
ld. She loves svimming, skating and ding 
horseback and all outdoor ite, 

‘My son, Roger married Edith Kemmis in 

They have two daughters, Wend 
Ann fle, and Joanne two. Reger ls partsman or 
‘Roper’s Ltd He also helps meon the arm and he 
lves animals and tarm life, riding horseback, 
{ishing and hunting. They reside on the quarter 
‘west of Karen, 

MY daughter, Karen, married Randy Cross. 
they. have one’ daughter, ‘Tanya two. Rand 
works for Fmt atthe mbes Gas Plant Karen 
loves. outdoor life, ding horseback, fishing, 
‘working inthe garden and with flowers. She ass 
Tikes to con, They reside on the quarter mest of 














RILEY, RICHARD AND RUBY — (By 
Richard Hartley) 
T'was born M Calgary, October 30, 1852. 1 








ved from Calgary with my parents, Bil and 
Ut Hartley to Alnambra inthe early 305 n 185%, 
[started school in Alhambra and one Of 1) 
teachers was Alma (Sande) Sunde. Our farm 
was fo and one half miles from school so rade 
Noreeback. In 1944, Tmaved with my faraly 10 
Red Deer where I finished school 
1 married Ruby Elizabeth Dinean tn 1955. 
Ruby was born in Pakingham ‘Totnship i the 
Ottawa Valley, Ontapo, For two years we lived 
In ed Deer where two of our sons, Richard Jr 
Tn 1058 we bought an acreage about one mile 
west of Rea Deer and moved into itl trailer 
Whi eas the bedroom and a granary served as 
Tiitenen, I had a wood and coal stove, table 
chars and an apple box rade into 4 washs. 
‘na, We had no power nor running Water 
"1859 we bought mobile catering service, 
better known as “Richard's Chuckivagon 
Tnading up twice a day" with cottee, hot dogs 
pop, bars and pastry, etc, we served various 
Sikiness establishments in Rea Deer, and bullt 
4p our business as the city expanded: which 
necessitated our buying two new trucks. 
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have been an auctioneer since 1968, Also in 
lab started my gravel trucking business called 
"Canary ‘Trucking At one lime 1 Was bn the 
‘New and Used Furoiture Business. 

‘Ou third Son, Hoy, was bora in 1961. That 
same year we bullt 4 new modern home for 
‘then Wwe both had worked hard: delving. OUT 
‘mobile catering trucks, 

‘My sons and T.have always been, animal 
lovers, We have ridden in the Red Deer Parades, 
fd in gvmhanas and we have Fecelved many 
trophies and fonorable mention several times, 
Our sons are’ also very’ Interested In ears and 
‘gain they have won trophles. Ruby likes to 
{ook garden and grow flowers. 














RISKE, COURTNEY AND TILLEY — (By 
‘Miley Biske) 

Thlley Hartley, was born on my parents 
farm west of Alhambra and Tam the third child 
of Bill and Li flartley started sehoo! at Alsam. 
Sra. When { was nine years old my parents sold 
the farm and sve moved to Red Deer where 
lived ina late elght-room house iy West Park I 
Attended Central Elementary, Central Junlor 
Tigh, and Composite High schoals 











When I nished school in 1951, 1 worked for 
seven years as cashler In the Royal Cafe. Then 
moved to Calgary and | worked as an N.CR 
Bookkeeping machine operator and cashier In 
the Parisian. 

‘tn 198 T married Courtney Riske. We bought 
‘a home in 196 in Calgary where we lived Unt 
I7t. Then we bought an acreage in Symon's 
Valley, Calgary, and welve there now. Ourlitle 
iB, Lynde, is three years old. Courtney Is 
Employed with Dominion Bride. 





LICKS, JAMES P. AND ANN 

“The James P Hleks family came to the Little 
Horeeguard district where they took up. 
homestead about 1907 Mrs. Hleks, the former 
Ann M. Bond, was born in Haverhill 
‘Massachusetts, Becember 25,1850 and married 
James P, Hicks December 2, 1818, There were 
{wo chlldren of this marriage, Hiram P. and Min 
fle Estelle, Minnie was born at Bradtord, 
Massachuseits, October 7, 1879. James P- Hicks 
Yeas a shoemaker by trade Before coming "0 

They llved in alog house witha sod root. The 
Hicks! were noted gardeners and thelr beautiful 
flowers were artistically arranged on either side 
Gf the walks, made from poles lald crosswise, 
Iading to the workshed, well and garden. Mr. 
Hicks picked fresh flowers, arranged them ina 
{in ean, and gave them to the children passing by 
his homestead to give to thelr teacher. They had 
§ phonograph withthe eylindreal records whe 























‘hey enjoyed, as dia their nelenbors who came to 
Wsit. Mr. Hicks threshed ls frst crops. by 
beating the heads of grain on a spiked log 

Later, the Hicks" lett thelr homestead to 
make thelr home on an acreage in Aikambra, 
now the K. Sunde residence, Here they alsa had 
Deautiful tiower garden, so beautiful that it 
‘merited being photographed ana put onthe front 
over of a MeKenzie Seed Catalague 

Mrs, Hicks was very fond of children and 
when she no longer was able to took after the 
Hower" garden, they ‘picked bouguels of wid 
flowers for her and in return she gave them eat 
wy 

Mr. Hicks died at Alhambra on January 15, 
128 and Mrs, Hicks dled on August 1,198. They 
are buried in the Leslieville Cemetey. 





HICKS, HIRAM P. AND JENNY 

Hiram P. Hicks homesteaded in the Little 
Horseguard aistriet about the same time as hs 
father, James P. Teks. Hiram married Jemny 
Redmond and they had four enldren, Chavlot, 
Harry, Willam, and Mazjorte 

Hiram Hleks was the firs school teacher at 
{he Lite Horseguard School when it opened in 
18. 

ie was a veteran ofthe Boer War. He enlisted 
In World War'l and he was illed In action, 





LESSING, FERDINAND ERNST AND MINNIE 
ESTELLE 

Mr. Ferdinand Emst Lessing was a phar. 
‘macist who worked fo a hospital in Chicago. He 
Was born March 23, 1812 in Germany. He was 
Very interested. in’ going. homesteading after 
Fealizing how well his lends, Fred and Herman 
‘Yon Hollen were faring after they homesteaded 
{in North Daketa, When the von Hollens lett North 
Dakota fo go hamesteading in alberta, in te Lit 
Ne Horseguard area in 1M, Sir. Lessing eameto 
Visit them but stayed and homesteaded. land 
north of Fred's, now the Fritz von Hollen farm, 
For atime Mr. Lessing operated a general stare 
at Stauffer where he also stocked medicines He 
{rove with team and buggy trom hs Romestead 
fo manage the store 

On August 21, Ti, he married Miss Minnie 
Estelle Hicks. th 191i the Lessing’ tok tle 
Stanley Barreit, at two Years ot age to lve with 
them as his matter had died, Santey now tives 
at Horsey and at Summerland, Bee 

Ms. Lessing built and operated a drugstore in 
lnambra, driving with team and bugey from 
hls homestead to manage the store, In 83 the 
Lessingsbullt a home on an acreage in Alban 
bra and ‘lett the homestead, When they 
purchased the Samm Emmerson Store front his, 
‘ephev, Mr. Gould, who was looking after the es 

fe, the Lessings' stocked this: store. with 
iediclnal products as they had sold the rue 
Sore, Mr, Hessing was praised by doctors for his 
wonderful ablity as a pharmacist and for his 
‘devotion to his profession. At onetime Mr Less 











Ing had a room available inthe drug store every 

Friday for Dr. Greenaway to see people in the 
lstit who needed medica help. MMP. Lessing 
With his knowledge’ of medicine rendered Ii 
‘aluable service o the community and many a 
fone ean remember with gratitude his help 
fime'of rouble" 

‘Mr. Lessing dled on March 20,1855 His wite 
continued operating the Lessing Store until she 
Gecided to retire in 197 and she sold. the 
business fo John and Evelyn MacDonald 

‘Asa yonig woman, she was a seretary fo Sir 
Wilfred Laurter, Prime Mafster of canada from 
1895 to 111. She was seeretary-treasurer of the 
‘Alhambra Sehoot District No 299 trom 1227 to 
130, Her excellent shor hand was put 10 good 
Use during al these years, whether in business or 
Inthe heme. 

‘On her Th birthday she held a birthday party 
and many triends called to enjoy this day with 
her. "She was a gracious hostess. This part) 
Hecame an annual event, a Righlight ofthe ye 
{os her many trends, 

Mrs. Lessing was very interested in outdoor 
activities and on her 8th bitthéay she stl en 
Joye riding her wooden wheeled bicycle with the 
etlldren ta the area, She skated onthe open Hak 
at the’ Community Halland taught young 
ehuren how to skate, Children enjoyed visiting 
‘Mrs. Lessing. She let them play with her dolls 
and toy dishes and gave them seal tea parties! 
She enjoyed her garden with its colorful towers 
and a variety of vegetables, 

mn the fall of 1858 she moved to the Sylvan 
Lake Senior Citizens Home. She dled Novernber 
2, 1968 al the age of 89 ears in the Eckvie 
Municipat Hospital after a brief ness. She was 
buried in the Leslieville Cemetery in the fam 
plot beside her husband, 


JOHNSTON, WATKT 
i 

‘Watt Johnston came tothe Alhambra area in 
1996, that time Ne was working for John Honan 
‘who had purchased the Eig 3 











(WATT) — by Ken Mar. 














They came from the Innistall area and he had 
worked for hr Honan for several years at I 
Bafa Watt was a stary’ teller of altineion and 
Fenowa end he could entertain you for hours at a 
lime, After leaving Honans he worked for Angus 
Mariinin his sawmill and then worked for @ ime 
tthe Bentley area, After that he returned 10 
Aambra and made hs nome with Bill Far 
Guharson when he sas not working somewhere 
Site He worked for Prank Scot on hs farm and 
Inthe winter months helped Frank Seott with his 
Dutehering’ and meat curing business for two 
Years, He also worked a few erop seasons for 
Bert Seth on his farm and in the winter months 
‘Worked for various lumber camps inthe Rocky 
Mountain House and Horourg” areas always 
Feluraing to Bil Parqubarson, Wat was 2 man 
‘who could do almost any job He was a good cook 
nd good with livestock. He was © very Randy 
man fo have around i you hed a bunch of young 
oar hoge of bull calves as he sas an expert 
With a kite. Lite Ge knosem of his early life or 
Where he originated from. He passed away very 
Suddenly in 1856, 








JONES, JOHN AND GRIFF 

Tn 165, John Humphrey. Jones of Brockvie, 
Ontario ana his brother, Grif, of Clevelanc, 
Ohio, decided to answer all the advertisements 
felling’ of land for the taking in the Canadian 
West and fo homestead tn Alberta 

Tohn's landlady, as she told him goodbye, 
sald tearfully, “Don't let the Indians et YOu, 
Soha!" 

‘the train on thelr way west, they met Tom 
Buller from Ontario, and. ‘Tom Peel trom 
England. They decided fo travel west together. In 
Red Deer they bought a team, © wagon, and 
supplles and Headed west. They settied on See 
ion 20-38.5.W3, avout five miles. west of 
Lestevile. On Torn Butes’s quarter they bull 8 
‘Sal log cabin in which they batched. They cut 
fence posts and did some clearing unl winter 
drove them out 10 work where they coud unt 
fey could return In the spring when this land 
‘eas thrown open for Romesteading and they 
ould te on itlegally 

Jon, & mouider by trade, had spent the 
winter ia Victoria Briish Columbia, where he 
‘worked at his trade bat Griff had gone home to 
Cleveland to prepare to move fis family’ 10 
Alberta. They ad begun fo bulld a log house 
‘eter is departure and the others worked on It 
In his absence, 

(On September 3, 1905, the Griff Jones family 
arrived in Red Deer. Aier having always ived 
ina big ety ty found the contrast overwhelm. 
Ing, especially, as Mrs. Jones ‘never. went 
lnvwwhere (0 meet efter women and so did not 
see another woman for the frst year there. 

was some time (before thelr furniture 
arrived so itwas indeed hard and at Iast they 
‘kere faily comfortable but alas, come spring, 
‘he sod root proved tobe foo in to furn the rains 





‘and all the furniture was ruined. Ob, some of 
‘Was usable, bul It ever looked the same again 

Tom Peel decided he preferred land farther 
south. Eventually Griff's stepson, George, 
omesteaded the ether quarter 

"The children were Helen 26, Theresa 1, 
Georae Seven, (all MeGuires, children of Mrs. 
Jones former’ marriage), Grace three, and tin 
Sons, Harold and Howard, nine months 

They had some good times and some bad ones 
but the hghllght was ‘the birth of another 
aughter in June, 100. They named her Myrtle, 

Th Apri, 911 Helen MeGulre and John Jones 
rove into Rea Deer and were martied in the 
Baptist Churen, They had a double grain box on 
the sleigh and besides a load ot seed grain for 
themselves, they had a oad for Me, Malcolm, On 
‘he way home a chinook wind blew upanatosave 
the horses tne)" both walked most of the way 
home, Both being red headed and fair skinned, 

hey were both sin and wind burned and thelr 

feet were bilsterod. Helen was sitting with her 
{cet in.a asin of water when a commotion arose 
outside. AU! the neighbors, mostly” young 
Bachelors, had. gathered to eharivart the 
evelyweds — very embarrassing at the ime but 
Something fo laugh about in later Years! 

Ta November they moved to. Calgary and in 
February a baby gi was born to thet, named 
Eunlee. In the spring they returned home but 
next year they again went back i Calgary where 
soa, Richard, was born In August, 1913 At 
arisimas time they returned to the farm, Inthe 
Winter of 1915 they moved into Leslieville and 
Soon Jona and’ Pred Forman left for Toroato 
Where John got work in a foundry. Tn, August 
Helen and the chilaren joined him. in May, 117 
Iwins were bora, Norman and aythe, and In 
September, 1918 a som, Howard, was born. In 
Navember of hat year the whole family came 

ear to death in the great fh epidemic but ever 
‘ually they all recovered. They moved to Guelph 
In 199 and later they moved to Preston and then 
{In 121 they moved back to the homestead 

1 as Too dificult for Buntee and Richard to 
set to school at Beaver Flat so they moved Into 
Anambra where they lived for about a ves 
John worked onthe track and Helen ran a cate 
They moved te Calgary inthe fall of 1822 where 
(hey made thelr home forthe next 1 years, com 
Ing to the farm for summer holds 

‘in 1809 the Grltt Jones family left the farm for 
food, moving to Rocky Mountain House where 
{he oider folks tlved for the rest of the lves with 
{he exception ofa couple of years spent in Betis 
Columbia. Tne" are’ both buried in the Pine 
Grove Ceinetery, As the rest of the family gree 
up they let ocky Mountain House to make er 

“Tne John Jones familly moved back to the 
form to tay 0h 15h, Times were hard bul we had 
Some very good times witt {rend an neighbors 
fropping in. We seldom had a Sunday without 8 
housert of guesis enjoying the musle we ha, the 














singing, not to mention Mom's good cooking, the 
fauginter and the teasing and the jokes. 

Th October, 1996 Bayne and Norman Peter. 
son were martied In Red Deer. Norman was the 
fon of another ploneer family and an excellent 
fusilan who played his banjo for years all over 
{his part of the country. Ia August, 1807 they had 
son, Davie, who is lao a musitan playing the 
‘Accordian in several dance bands. In March, 1903 
daughter, Coral, was bora. In 1940 Norman 
fnllsted and n 1841 be was seni overseas Serving 
{heze until he was invaliged hore in 1948. [9 1015, 
4500, Pailip, (Skip) was bor 

‘In’ 1988 Tuniee married Pred Manning, 
neighboring farmer's son. They lved atthe Man 
hing farm for a few months then moved to 
Calgary where Fred enlfsted lathe navy ana was 
Sent to Comox where Eunice foined him. He 
Served later at Esquimalt and recelved 
‘medical dscharge. They came back to Alberta 
{er a short lime, then returned to British Colum. 
bia, Fred worked for afew years in the shipyards 
in Victoria and eventually for B.C. Hydro. He 
tied fo Vietoria and thea to Qualicum Beach, 
Eunlee passed away In June, 173. Fred has 
Since remarried and ives in Victora 

‘Richard became a baker and. worked tn 
Calgary, Rocky’ Mountain House and. Sylvan 
Lake before enlisting in the navy tn 1940. He was 
Sent to the east coast where he saw a great deal 
‘of action In eonvoy duty, was wounded, and 
Served untll he end ofthe War. He moved fo Vie 
{orla upon receiving his discharge in 1915 and 
has mate his home there ever since, He married 
Lucille Turcotte in 947-A daughter, Helen, was 
‘born in 1848, and in 181 a daughter, Juaith, was 
‘bor, Helen ie Mrs, Dale Pinlan and'ives in Van: 
couver. Judy is irs. Larry Gault and lives In 
Victoria 

‘Norman Jones also enlisted bot for health 
reasons Was soon discharged. He lived In 
Calgary and a Edmonton for some years but 
eventually moved to Vancouver and now lives 
‘with his wife, Ealth, n Port Alberal They have 
two daughters anda son, Both daughters are 
married as is Norman's daughter, Judy. by his 
Hist marriage. They have four grandenilarea, 

‘Howard Jones enlisted in the army and was 
sent tothe east enast on is way overseas Dut he 
fell il in Halifax. after several months in 
hospital there he was sent back to alberta where 
he served in te Provost Corps forthe duration. 
Tn 198, he married Mile Latimer in Calgary. 
They have two children, Bob, born in 1916 and 
Gwen, born in 194. Howard drove his truck ana 
‘worked on road construction. He also bought the 
homestead trom his. dad hoping to make hs 
home there eventually. but they. moved 0 
Calgary and in April 1858 ne was killed In an a. 
‘dent. The fo ehildren are now grown up and 
‘married and’ Mille has’ remarsied. They all 











make thelr homes in Calgary. 
"In October, 1965 John Jones dled ofa heart at 
taekein the Alhambra store, minutes afer having 








sald he never felt better in his fe. Helen Jones 
fied in the Rea Deer General Hospital after & 
few months" ness. in Apri, 1876. ‘They are 
buried in the Pine Grove Cemetery, 

‘Norman Peterson Tpecame, postmaster, at 
stnambra in 188. In 1851 the family moved {0 
‘Vancouver where they lived tl 1858 when they 
returned to Alhambra. Norman passed away 
‘May, 198. Edythe lives in Alhambra where she 
is the posimistress 

‘In Maren, 1961 David and Joyce Paulson were 
married in Alhambra. Ih Jenuary 1962 thelr 
daughter, Carol, Was bora. "hele, daughter, 
Michel, was the Beeville New Year's baby [a 
1913. They lve in the Arbutus disteit 

‘Coral and Laverne Ahlstrom were married in 
June 196. They have three children, Pauline 34, 
‘John 1iy and Nelson nine. They farm in the Ar 
buts distret 

‘Philip and Terry Cartwright were married on 
Apal5, 1815. They make telr ome in Alhambra 
‘with Terry's three children, Halle 12, Don 10, 
4nd Kim six. Skip Is very well known as & 
ullarst 


KERR, JOHN ROBSON 

John Robson Kerr came to Canada in 1807 
from New Abbey, Scotland at the age of 2 years. 
He spent the first winter in Montreal and then in 
the spring of 1808 he carne west to alberta where 
hhe worked on a farm at airdrie and in the 
Coronation distil. in the fall of 108 be fled on 3 
homestead in the Aikambra district on the NE 9 
SB5.W5 where he lived until his Tetirement to 
Red Deor in 151, He lived there unt hs death 
13, (rs. Kerr passed away In 197) 

‘Wnt he lived in the Alhambra dstrlet te was 
active In bringing about the frst school and 
Served on the sehoo! board for many years, In his 
Iier years he wrote a short history of he Alam 
bra dlstrlet and was very Interested inthe Keep- 
Ing of history of affereatdisriets. 

He was marsied in 1912 fo Nina Thompson 
also of Seotland. ‘They had (wo children, Nina 











born i 1921 wha died of pneumonia in 1828, and 
Ei, born in 1923, nov living in Eamonton- She 
fmatried TW. (Bill Peel In 1947 and they have 
five children, Bll i also the son of an old ploncer 
ff tie Northup distriet near Condor. Tom Peel 
sras en early thresherman of the district having 
ne of the first steam outfits and moving on to 
more modern equipment in ihe 1920's. in 1818 he 
tras mated to Violet Bersy of Conder, They had 
two sons and-a daughter, Thomas W._ call 
(George of Shertood Park, and Doris (Mrs, MC, 
Knight of Calgary, Mr Peel dled In 1086 and 
Hrs. Peol vemarried in 16) to Domine Silver. 
They now lve in Calgary 

he Bil Peel familly of Edmonton consists of 
Brian, 28, assistant: manager of Clearview 
Restaurant in Rea Deer, Barbara, 22, whots now 
Hrs, Keith Gheseger of Brooks, Douglas, 18, 
dvorking for Canadian Propane, Edmonton, 
Katny 15, Grade it student and partime worker 
At University Hospital, Jeannie, 10, eho! gt 
nd a Brownle 


KILLICK, BERNARD AND RENE. 
Bemard and Rene Killek purchased the 
‘loan's Service Station” on Highway 11 at the 
‘Altambra Comer in September, 1862, where 
they operated under the name of “Killick's Esso 
Service” for the next 1¢ years. In the spring of 
{8s they acquired the quarter section of land 
iat the Staion fs located on, also from flavelock 
Sioa, and they Bult thelr home east ofthe Sta 
"ihe “Quarter”, SW.4395.15, has an in 
teresting history. If was Romesteaded In March 
Sing by. Beyam Brothers, Perey. and. John 
Thomas, who were "Class Bottle Blowers” by 
trade, fom Yorkshire, England, and who knew 
thslitely nothing about farming, let alone how 
fo clear land and prove up a Romestead 
However they were good workers and eventually 
cleared enough land to put ina crop. The story 
ges that when asked what thelr rst crop would 
fe thelr answer was "Ralled Oats", and so the 
"Quarter" was named and tothe olatimers of the 
tiatet itis still referred to as the "Rolled Oat 
Quarter 
“The Kilicks enlarged and modernized the 
Service Station and for 14 years enjoyed an ever 
increasing valume of business asthe ‘raffle In: 
freased on Highway Il. During that time tt 
tight be of interest io note some of the 
fmployees at the Station. They include Falph 
\Waaley, Warren Randall Garth Abistrom, Mitt 
Zink, Aice Melee, Doug Hope, Ea Mush, Joe 
Paith, Garry Bert, Havelock Sloan and then of 
fourse there Was “Bacchus” who came 10 the 
‘Satlon asa pup. The bg "Black Dog, as known 
{0 Ils, efclently. guarded the station for 13 
years unl his death in October, 1977. 
“Tne Kile sold to Garry Bert tn July, 1976. 
ana intent continue oven thee Noe as 
Their son, Jim, was married in 1978 to Miss 














































































Linda Jonnson of Edmonton. They are living tn 
Brentwood Bay, B.C, and have a son, Timothy 
‘to years ol. 

“Thelr daughter, Maureen, lves in Calgary 
where she Is employed by an aiine company” 








KIRBY, THOMAS M. AND MARY — (By Jessie 
(eh) Hares) 

Thomas Miles Kirby was born April 2, 1858 
not far fram Salt Liek, Tennessee. He was the 
eldest of fve, During the Civil War, his mother 
walked for mies fo get cormmeal for her family 
bly fo have the rebels take It from her. Great 
Grandpa, Lon Kirby, eas at war fghting with 
the Nortiern soldiers andthe Kirby ived in the 

{1878 he and Mary Biles eloped in the aght 
and were: married. They ad eight children: 
Timothy, Susan, Jesse ley, Sam, Eller, Huston 
and. Zora, They lived in Tennessee unt 1800, 
‘where they were shareeroppers. Then they drove. 
{covered wagon to Illmols with four Morses 
faded with ait helt possssions Therein nos, 
‘Grandpa rented land, and the boys and girls that 
‘were did enough worked out 

Th 2914, they sold al they had except dishes, 
Dedding, and clothing whlch was ail packed in 4 
Tange wooden box and shipped to Canada. About 
November 23, 1814 Grandpa homestead the SW 
13358'W5. He was a good woodsman, The logs 
thelr house were hewed by hand with s brosd 
‘axe, Itwas a small house, two beds in one end, a 
fable in he centre, while fhe other end served a 
At kitchen. He dug a well six feet in dlameter and 
2a ect deep and criboed N with feld stones. Tt 
‘Was there for twenty some years. Grandma 
Daked baking powder biseulls for Grandpa three 
times a day, which almost everybody enjoved 
‘when they were Tere for meals. She sometimes 
Ta ta take care of people who came along sick 
‘with eolds or fain winter times. Tele place as 
midway between ‘Caroline and Alhambra. oF 
Rocky Mountain House. After Tim Kirby moved 
away’ there were no close neighbours 

Im the early days he cut tamarack posts all 

















Winter and managed fo buy a team of horses and 
3 cow A quarter section of land for 10 was the 
‘nly was they could own land, They always had 
people coming in but mostly in the summer as 
the fake Was on one cone of his Homestead, 
There always was a boat on the lake andi Was 8 
00d place fora plente 

ach Saturday’ he could be seen driving his 
grey mare to town, she was in good sape, But 
Was driven gulte fast to town ana back agéln 

“The work onthe farm proved tobe too much 
so the farm svas traded fo Gus Sininger for his 
blacksmith shop and a small hree-room heuse'n 
Alhambra, Here te Kirbys lived until Grandma 
passed away In Apri 1888. Grandpa then weot to 
the Lacombe Home st Midnapore for_a short 
me: he came back looking pale, and said, 
Tdsiaved there would soon died After that Ne 
lived in Rocky’ Mountain House a short time. He 
then bulla small two-room shack In Alhambra 
‘where he lived by himself unl ne passed aveay 
fn December, 1846, He would have been §! in 
Spill. While he lived the last few years in Ahern 
int. he wold wale the four and ne half males fo 
his granddaughter Jessie Harris's nouse, the of 
J.C, Adam's place: now the Jay Harris farm. 
‘inen he was Feady 1 go home, ne would walk 
the four aad one half miles back He aid nol want 
avear rie, tess It was when he wanted to RO. 
He stood very stralght: he never Sooped from 
td age 











KIRBY, THE TIMOTHY SEE AND LIZZIE 
FAMILY — (By Eller Scot) 

Hot Kirby was born in Tennessee in 1880 
When he was 20 years old his whole family 
Imaved to liliols, He was the eldest of elght 
Children. His mother's father was a Blacksmith 
from ireland, so he learned from him, In 1904 he 
Imorried Lizrie Miller who was born inno i 
488, Tim was just a farm hand and did rent 
Some farms but he could never hope tobe abe 10 
thu a farm of his ow in that good farming cou 
1h so leoked elsewhere, There was lot of country 
bpentng up Jn the north and west After looking 
‘er al te information, ne decided on western 
Canada and onee he saw Alberta that was it he 
ven took a whiskey’ bottle of Bow River water 
fll the way back fo Ilinols for them fo see clear 

We moved up In the fal of 813 and had a 
PAR. quarter for 14 years, then homesteaded 
the present George Cermak farm, NE 12403 
In'Maren, 1915, Things weren't Too bad but never 
‘oo good, ‘There seemed 10 be always eblldren! 
Jessie, Annie, Magule, Eller, Leona, (dled In 
sas)s'Tim, the first boy, Winnie, Norma, the 
wins William and Willard, Alfred, Fay’ and 
Davia, Nearly all the gins were the oldest and 
the boys ame aloag after Poor Tim — ralsed 











vet Seven girls! We girs had fo work outside 
Sind telp in the shop and do the farm work: then 
he boys were bot and raised in tr. Phooey! 

‘When the T. . Kirby ferlly arsived on the 
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homestead in the Horseguard dist 
slessie was seven, Annie was 1 
three, and Eller a year old. Leona, Tim, and Wi 
tle were all born on the homestead. Ane Was 
ight when they" started Yo. school at ATBULS 
‘hore they walked as Tim needed the horses for 
{farm work. Otherwise they went by horse and 
bbusgy to the school for four monthe of every 
Year Ther lunches consisted of biscuits, moose 
Steak and a quart of vegetables and a whole ple, 
Eller was quite astounded at the dainty 
Sanlwiches ahd cake the other children ad fot 
iumet and asked one childs tua al You bell 
fan hold?" "Mrs, Hockett was the firs teacher 
they’ had, followed by Tom O'Connor for two 
eats: The sby oldest children contacted small 
pox in HAT and Lizzie nursed them through it 
‘eith only an old dctor book fo help her. It ad 
‘ised to drink cream of tartar water fo thin the 
blood, They came through it with nosears and no 
Toss of life, ‘Their nearest neighbor sas four 
miles away’ and no one came near them. 

The ner ehidren had the fb af resting 
vain with clubs, then fanning t through the 
and fanning mili, Up until hat time tere had 
ben no seed grain grown west of Benalto. Ane 
hada lesson ir eash and creat when quite young. 
‘Tim had sont her to Alnambra for groceries with 
the horse and buggy. He gave her strict instruc 
Hons to pay for the groceries. When she go! the 
groceries, Charl Ralne asked her If that would 
be eash or ened. She didn't Know what he was 
{king about and was too shy to ask o se sal, 
‘Credit’ and took of ke a seared rabbit. When 
She got home and Tim ound out that she had 
‘charged the groceries he gave her quite alecture 
fn whieh was which. A few weeks later, Henry 
Tuna eame by to nave a look at The seed oats the 
tilldcen had threshed, and made the comment 
fate "sure had fo give the children creat for 

ibed up and 

didn’t want the eredt shea take the 
Thm was qulte embarrassed but found out 
‘She'd learned her lesson on cash and edt 







































Lizele and Annie were skinning rabbits by 
lantern light one evening outside: vith Annie 
fhalering nervously as there were many bears 
nd cougars around. When Annie saw a shadow 
piss between two buildings, ste sereamed, "Bab. 
Ent and ran for the house, When she came back 
wit the gun it was to find Llaie beating rm on 
the ground and he laughing as hard as he could 
{took them an hour to find the knlves by laatera 
Hn. 

‘When we came from the States we had five 
borses: one of these was a pacer a lovely horse 
mMSovne relation of Don Pateh. We never knew 
ow Pop got him but he came home late one 
ight in inois and had this lovely horse, He 
ever stole him because ao one ever hung lm 
for it He was a pacer and Ifyou tightened the 
teins nothing ever passed hm, not even J.C 
‘dams 1919 Model-F ean. Of course our roads 
Geren speed ways. ‘That corduroy by. the 
Horsepuard Creek on Number I was like a 
ough roller coaster. Mr. Lessing bought that 
horse and he ran in Bil Farqunarson's pasture 
til he sas over 30 years ald 

We had to cows when we came to Athambra, 
bout had fo let ther go for groceries and we were 
titnout a cove for neal to years. In TSIBit was 
fold and wet and the gardens were poor. Pop 
Stent out tthe prairie toharvest He was gone a 
longtime. Out homestead house had no upstairs 
titbout 117, then that was better We had mere 
oom but the stove pipe went just through the 
Hoot abave. One morning someone left clothes 
by the pipe and the upstatre caught on fre 
(Grandpa had just come over to see us aboui 
Semething and ran upstairs withthe water pall 
tnd. threw that on, then threw the thunder 
fig”on it and Pop came Funning in trom the 
baz ith vo big pais of mk and that went on it 
too, We got out Mother lost her three beautiful 
hate and some clothes and the pane was out of 
the window, but we didnt have fo move out. We 
sere sure Tacky. 

'No one lived closer than three miles and we 
had muskegs fo eross to get out. We had moose 
8nd deer to eat quite offen and also ducks and 
raisle chicken’ Pop. minted enough vB, 
iuskrats and coyotes (0 get. start (nthe 
blacksmith shop in Alhambra. We Were too far 
{om school andthe roads were treble sahadto 
army an axe and asa to cut he toes out of the 
oad ifthe wind blew. ‘The trees were sure thle. 
dnd tal. y the time we gol established the War 
staswellon and they wouldnt take Pop — he ad 
too many kids — Dut alot of homesteaders had 
{one to war or left the county for easier places. 

‘Dave Howard lived between the big and small 
smuskog lakes and he made brieks, Our well Was 
ribbed with the cull, Grandpe's. well was 
terbbed with stone, We both had well houses and 
they were dark and coo to Keep things in. When 
ine went to fown Iwas anal dy ordeal because 
To Alhambra there were about six gates end f0 
Rocky Mountain House there were 17 but by 818 


the roads were geting a Ite organtzed, before 
that We just went from farmyard to farmyard. T 
{don't thin Pop did much road work for fis taxes, 
but arter 18m a fot of people dia. Tm not oo sure 
how much the taxes wert, but men and horses 
Sevatehed away’ with old skinny horses and old 
‘ragons trying io atte the muskegs. There were 
‘at ot people who came here to get freedom and 
fign't have any’ idea how fo hiteh oF drive a 
norse, Use an axe oF shovel and ould’ sharpen 
naxe, Tholr fence ralls looked ike a beaver had 
cut them off, Our Grandpa. was a real 
‘roodsraan: hs axes were razor sharp andi took 
Somuch less time and effort. A lot of people 
‘rove their horses one half horse akead of Me 
bother. The traces were no the same length, Dut 
they were hooked inthe last tink, one would be 
{ight te other nearly dragging onthe ground. In 
the late winter and spring of 1919 there was a 
Shortage of hay. People came for miles to our 
place for hay. Dad soldi for $10 per wagon box 
Toad They would eover with blankets s0 people 
would not see what they were hauling. 

‘On the homestead we learaed to tan hides and 
to make our own Ive, We hada hopper that You 
put poplar wood askes info and: poured rain 
Seater aver that, srhat came ott the bottom Was 
Ive thal bleached our clothes. 

‘We moved to. Alnambra in April, 1921, and 
fust got there and had measles so couldnt get to 
choo! foranother six weexs, by the time ft got 
Through allot us. Jessle and Annie had had only 
bout four months ot schooling by then as the Ar 
bhtus senoo! only stayed open forall while in 
fhe summer. So when we got to schoo in Aha 
bra there was a school for about 28 children and 
‘when they all came, which wasn’t very often, 
there were 45, three in'a double seat. Tas oy 
bight and all that mass of kids sure astounded 
me. I'will_never kaow how the Teachers. got 
things arose with al those kids and elgt grades 
Lind tee or four years diference fn fhe ages in 
fach grade. Some kids started when they were 
five and others not til they were eight or nine 
My teachers at Alhambra were Mist Foss, Mrs 
Patterson, bliss Crayford, Miss Clark, Mr. Mole, 
Miss ‘Thorpe and Mr. Hicks 

Pop was the blacksmith not far from the 
schoo! and real strict with us. Itwe ia anything 
‘vrong someone would tll him, the look out! In 




















1917, Me, Bill Bisset nad a store, then that burned 
outa, We got smallpox from him in February 
‘sis ‘raat as bad! Then Charile Raine bull 8 
big store wit @ dance hall above with stage 
4nd a grand plano. He got a Dele plant in 1981 
Sam Emmerson bull astore about 1918, and ir. 
Lessing 2 drugstore about 22. There was. pool 
Foam on the side of Chane Raines store tl 22, 
{nen Joe Sulivan bult a bungalow up where the 
Post Ottice 1s now. Mes. Bill Wallace was & 
‘ress maker and had Some dry goods in a small 
Dulling just south of Charle Raine's store, then 
‘Addy’ had the hole with seven rooms upsials 
‘Arestaurant was Just over by the ew pool room 
‘There was a butcher shop Just north of Challe 
Raine’s store mat hadn't been opea very long. A 
‘chop house where You got Your geatn ground was 
Just benlnd Charlie Ralne's and there was a trae 
{orin the shed behind Wallaces, Mr. Wallace was 
‘conductor for ie CPR. They had a farm Just 
Mortheast, Well, on the night of April 3, 1934 
Tessie hai to have a drink of water and she heard 
molse and foes out of tae window and that hall 
Sbove Raines siore was in flames. We all fore 
down there and the Wallaces had only gotten out 
In thelr might clothes. There were five children 
‘The store, the Noor in the pool hal, the flour 
shed, Wallace's store, the butcher shop, the chop 
house and the teactor all went. We didn't have 
much town left. The sind was {rom the 
foutheast, etherwise most of the town would 
ave gone. Il" seemed. the 26th of April was 
‘lsaster" for that place, A couple of mes since 
there have been fires on that day. Them on the 
5th of May, the litle Livebfassel two-year old 
franddaushier got lost and she was found the 
ext day’ about noon. 

“Tne traln came by Monday’, Wednesday and 
-viday, anytime between five ad 10 ocloek and 
went back next morning at five, We had prety 
food mall service. Every Friday night people 
Mould come to town ane walt forthe mal to get 
Sorted it was in the corner ot Samm Emerson's 
Store. ‘That stare woula be packed with people 
Walling and sometimes they would eat peanuts 
iil he shells covered the flor. Inthe early wen 
ies, a sugar shortage occurred. One time weed 
Company foF supper and ran out of sugar so 
Magate and 1 had to ran and get tome. She was 
too shy fo ask for Wt so had fo. Pop sala to tell 
Sam, Til be down and pay’ after supper" He had 
Torused to give aavane sugar without the cash 
He looked over nis glasses and the counter at me 
and sald, "Poppie wants some sugar" and he 
S8ia, “Have You got the cash?” didn’t know 
‘val cash was and bet me never said, "NO"s tn 
zy life hardly, sad, "Yes", so he pi he sugar 














fn the eaunter. | grabbed it and sald, "Popple'l 
iy you alter supper" and was out the door 
before te could say anyihing, The foke didn't 
‘now about it for about three moaths, but those 
ftrmers, I guess, learned how to get sugar 
Before the Ralne fall buraed, we had os 
Christmas concerts and gatherings in there and 


had the two Mrs. Catlings to play that grand 
Dano, which sas wonderful. Then the Christmas 
Etter that, 1024, we had fo have iin a hall Roy 
Addy had'bult about iy block eas of the schoo 
‘The weekend Defore Chtsimas it started fo sno 
and It snowed tl Monday”, The snow was neary 
‘waist deep onus ks. We went to school because 
it was just past the shop. We go! the fire started 
and the teacher and we were the oly ones there 
{il Thursday and Friday night was the concert 
No one eame fo town til Wednesday and the 
train came’ out'on. Thursday behind. the 
snowplow. That coneert was the poorest we ever 
had about one third ofthe kids idn't come and 
thse iho ad hada practiced for # week. I think 
thst was the year we all-got calendar ther 
ométers tor Christmas andlate in January this 
Indy came in and sald, "Sam, have You another 
alendar!? “Mine froze and Droke™ He ead 
“You shoulda’t have put it outside,” She sata," 
didn’, twas in our house twas only 1 belo 

Tn the early 20s there was a post Yard in 
Alhambra ‘where Emmerson and faine bought 
ood props and posts and stored them just east 
fr vown, There was a cattle loading shute and 
Corral. "That yard ould be full by spring, 
Sometimes Tight up by Ite tation. You would 
drive up to the store and the man would come 
‘ut, mark the end of every sick with a colored 
hall'and give vou credit on vour grocery bil 

“Tm Krys ist shop In Alhambra Was bout 
where Mustka’s house is. Tt was an oi@ black 
Dutlding with a big black poplar infront of the 
door. Pop would come out and stand under It and 
we would say, "Under the spreading ehesintt 
thee. He was there til Bos. We got a 1917 
Overiand carn 192. There were quite afew cars 
Inthe district, Everyone went slong cause you 
a had to push through all he mud Roles, There 
gain you had to carry an axe 

The’ Kirby's moved to the. Ahlstrom farm 
from 92s to 1994, thon they went fo Rocky Moun 
Tain House and he was the blacksmith there the 
test of his if. Mrs. Kis learned the trade. She 
‘worked in the shop all through the 1838 101815, 
‘war and” said tht using the acetylene torch 
Wasn't half as hard a using a broom ar mop it 
‘er the bed 

"The five oldest boys are blacksmiths and 
‘mechanics and the youngest i. cook in the 
PROLt 

ale in 1924, Harvey Anderson, a grain buyer, 
cance fo Albaribra and built an elevator. 1 ook 
f'long time to build, but was an asset. Fred 
Busha was the section man and sure a wonder 
{hl person. if we could al be ike itn this word 
Would be a wondert place, 

Tn about 192, Me Tomsck from Arbutus 
came fo our schoo! with hls trained dog, and pt 
Sha shovw for us. He also had a few shows in he 
Flaine nal We would all march down two by to 
to te hal: He took that dog on a tour all hou 
the States and Tater 01d him in California, 

"Temple Crawford started us playing basket 
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bln the summer of 192, We had a pretty good 
basketball team. All the gis had to bring {or 
2Ecemts to bay the Dll ahd the blader fog i 


HARRIS, THE JAY L. AND JESSIE FAMILY — 
(iy Jessie Harris) 

‘ay Lous Harris was born at Sliver Creek 
‘Nebraska, U.S.A, inate sod Rouse on October 
21 1898 Ts moter passed away in Apri, 1900, 
fhis grandparents took him and raised him as 
ier on In 1909, they care to Ponoka, Alberta 
Where they took’ Nomestead about 22 miles 
forth of Rimbey, near Spring Dale. While Jay 
lived with then, Grandpa Woods dd and break 
ing for customers witt oxen, In 1912 Grandpa 
Woods passed away. Jay then went £0 Ponoka 
‘there He lived with an aunt and went to echool 
{ova short time. Then he worked in and around 
‘Ponoka he hauled coal o the asylum fora while 

Following that he went on horseback to 
‘Lougheed there be worked as a farm-hand for 
farmers in that area fora few years, Wale inthe 
istrict, he met Tessie Kirsy and they were 
Marsied i 1908, Jay and Jessie have three 
eildren; Tevin, orm tn 198, farms north of 
Rocky Mountain House; Wilma, (Mrs 
DeCoieau) lives: on an acteage on the. home 
place, and Leslie ls a mechanic and drives. @ 
Feat ‘Tm the fall they" moved to. Alhambra, 
where Jay worked for Tim Kirby for ayear, The 
folowing winter he hauled sav logs ard worked 
for Pete Peterson at his saw mil 

Ta the spring. of 1890, he Tented the Bob 
Speedie farm, Nig 25-386.Ws and farmed there 
for seven vears. The crops were good bul some 
Uiheat sold low as 17e& bushel and 200 pound 
Plas old for $a head! In the fal of 1981, after 
Threshing, a litle eyelone blew over the house 
Blowing down the rao poe: also it blew the root 
faa granary’ carried It about. 60 feet and 
‘eposited ton the straw stack Jay's father lived 
witn ema for seven years 

Tn. 1939, he ought. the old J.C. Adams 
omestead, SW 1-8h6:W5; that was where the Old 
orseguard store and post office had been from 
1st fo T8i5. Clearing ths land meant ao! of 
tara Work with horses and grub hoe. Then later, 
searing. was done witha caterpilar tractor 
whea money permitted 

‘Not, Jay nd Jessie live in Rocky Mountain 
House, where Jay works part-time running the 
carsvash for Pldherney 














ADDY, THE ROY AND ANNIE FAMILY 

"Roy left Ontario tn 3900 and worked hls way 
west arriving in Alberta in 1903 where he 
fomesteaded north of Condor. One. Christmas 
ve he and a nelghbor bachelor, Toe Nelson 
‘decided fo steal a chleken from a neighbor fam. 
ly. While Joe stole the chicken, Roy went to the 
House’ and tept the family busy, but when he 
Went into the Rouse be "ehiekenea’” out and told 
"he family’ that he ought someone was stealing 


chicken. The family, of course, caught Joe and 
{nvited the two of et to ave Christmas dinner 
‘vith them. Waldos bought his homestead In the 
180s 

‘Warren (Rellly) Addy homesteaded In the 
Horseguand area’ few years after that, and 
Roy bought hls farm when Warren decided tq 
leave the country and go fo Arizona, where he 
died a few years later. oy and his mother ved 
fn that farm and later. sold it to. Laughlin 
MacDonald and Its now owned by Tom Lund 

"Roy bulltaotel in Alnambre in 1919-20, The 
store was bull in 1925, but was first used aa 
lance hal. He married Annie Kieny in January 
108. They lived. inthe hotel and" Aad four 
Childsen. Louisa was born in Mrs. Porter's nar 
Sing home in Eekellle in December 1828. Jean 
Was bora at home In July, 1881, ag was Evan in 
July, 198, and Arran in May, i805, 











Loulsa began school sn 1896 with Miss Sande 
teaching her for all of her school ears in Alnamn 
bra except for 13 when Miss Rennedy taught 
‘Jean began in 1851 with Miss Sande teaching het 
Tor all of her school years in Alhambra withthe 
‘xception of 18H) when she had Miss Stagg fromm 
Nordegg. Evan began school ia 1940 with Miss 
Sande the {ist yeas, followed by Mes, Fleming ot 
Rocky Mountain House, and Mrs. Stallings of 
Athanbra nti 1845-46 hen he had Mrs, Sunde 
{hee Sande) again. Arran began scoot im 1941 
‘with Mrs, Peggy Scot followed by Ms Solings 
‘ntll 1947. Annle Took Louisa and Jean 10. Red 
‘Deer in 1948 to finish thelr education 

Roy died on June 23, 17 at the age of 62 
years. Two years later Annie and the enliaren 
‘ought the Telephone Office in Rocky Mountain 
House, Tn 1852 Annie sold the Telephone Otte 
and after several years of office work, opened 
fer first Fabric Shop in the. Old Bewonka, 
Bullaing (now Link Furniture). When expansion 
Was necessary she moved from there tothe Old 
‘Town Police Olfice. At the same time she 
organized and managed the Frosty Peak Drive 
nvand Restaurant. The last expansion of the 
Fabric Shop took her to the W. 1 Hall. When I 
became necessary fo expand again, she sold t0 
Winnle chevalier and began Ann's Flea Market 
‘whieh she sill operates, 














Loulsa began working at the Imperial Banke 
when Annie bought the Telephone Office and 
Worked there unl she married. Vernon. Ber. 
Tagnoll tn i952 and moved to his farm in the 
Dovercourt area. ‘They have four’ children 
Deborah born in 1955, Barbara born in 1387, Rey 
‘born in 1853, and Robert born in 168, 

“ean worked at the weather oles for three 
vars and at the Treasury Branch for another 
Thee years before marrying Donald Bertagnolt 
‘and moving to his farm in the Dovereourt area, 
‘They have fve children. Rebecca, born In 156, 
and married In 1977 10 Dale Soppit ot Rocky. 
‘Mountain House — they llve in Malla, Joe was 
born in 1857" and married. Joanne Bergos of 
Bowden. They reside in Edmonton where they 
are’ coniinulng thelr education. Clark, bora it 
169, Is i college In Red Deer. Karen, born in 
4861, and Marke, born in 1969. They até both at 
home’ and attending school in Rocky Mountain 
House, 

"Evan went to school for two years in Rocky 
‘Mountain House and was involved in the army 
fadets and later the Reserve Army. He went f0 
‘Walmwright withthe reserve army and worked 
fn the siitehboard there for 4 year in 1261 2 
From there he weat tothe Red Deer telephone of 
fice as central office man, He married Marian 
Penner of Red Deer in 1596, "Tuey have three 
elildren, Diane was born tn 198, and is now 
{ralning for a'nurse iy Edmonton, here Evan 
Was transferred in 199 Heather was born ia 1962 
4nd Is in high sehool in Eamonten and their 
(hose san Caristopher is sik years old. Evan has 
teen employed by AG. for 5 years and is 
ow sta supervisor 

‘Arran finished his school in Rocky Mountain 
House, here he was involved with the army 
fadets and later with the reserve army He 
‘worked with A. G. Tin Red Deer from 1956-88. 
He began the first Frosty” Peake Drivel in 
Fock Aountaln House in 1959 which he sola In 
1865 fo Leon LeCert. From there he went fo Can 
‘Avlaton Electranles where he was employed as 
{radar technichian, on the construction of the 
DEW line. Then with A... and Calgary Power 
ln Calgary which he let n'1918 and began his 
own ‘ele-Communieations business in Calgary 
Under the name of Del‘Tronies when he ist 
Associated vith, In 975 he married Betty Per: 
Saude of Guyana, South America, In 18% he 
tought a motel in Florida and spends most of Mis 
time there 








KUBIK, KEN AND SUSAN FAMILY 
The Ken Kubik family came tothe Alhambra 
community in 198, They lived ons small spot on 
the Yarm ot Brian Sloan for sx years. They then 
purchased an acre of land from George Leomer 
fand_in 1974 they purchased the rest-of the 
Acreage. At thls’ tdme Ken, Susan and three 
ehlldren, Cyntala, Denna and Jody are res 
on the small acreage inthe hase! of Alhambra, 








LITTLE HORSEGUARD SCHOOL, DISTRICT 
Non 

“the Lite Horseguard School District was et 
tablished February 24, 1811 comprising of the 
following tands: Sections 9, 10,15, 16,17, 20,21, 
22, 2, 2% 28, 8, 3,32, 33, and the Bs 1983 
W5; Section 38, BY 2838605. air 3. B-Olson of 
Pitcox, Alberta was Senior Trustee 

‘Approval was given April 2, 1811 fo a school 
site selected by the Board of Trustees ofthe Lit 
He" Horseguand ‘Sehool District, situated one 
‘quarter of a mile west of SE 20-38-53, 

“The sum of SIDI0 was borrowed Apr 26,211 
upon the security ofthe Little Horseguard School 
District, forthe purpose of bullding and equip 
ping a school nouse. Phe treasurer was Mr. HP 
Hicks of Bvarte 












Authorization was glven to alter the name ot 
the Little Harseguard School District No. 237 to 
Hocteuara Sebel Distt No, at, on Say 1, 


The downstairs of the George Walsh log house 
was "used" as a lemporary school for afew 
‘months, ‘The teacher was Chester Plank trom 
Nova Scotla and when he went back there for 
Christmas he dled of a heart attack. When the 
Title Horseguard Sehool was opened In 112 the 
first teacher was Hiram Pe Hicks. Otter 
feachers were: Mr. Chadsey, Mire, Davis, Mr. E. 
Quant, Me. Leving, Mr. C. Speingbett, Silss 
Anderson, Miss Jackson, Mlss Carson, Miss A 
Cook, as Jenson, iss Mae Bla, Mis A: 
(lari, Mis L, Spencer, Mr, A, MeCullough, Me; 
Jardine, Mr. Hayaoe, srs, R. Betker, Mrs, FG 
Pattergon, Irene Martin—supervised cor 
Fespondence lessons; Ars. ligh 

"The sale ofthe ite and bulding was approved 
July’ 25,1962 located on the SE:6285.08, 














‘NE LOOMER FAMILY — ¢. A, (Ted) and 
Alena (Dutch), Grant and George 

in November 1854 we moved from the En 
lang area tothe Washington Heights Schoo! ds 
telet We bought a section in that area. It was 
very dry onthe prairie with its 9f wind and dust 
Norms, so we were glad to move to a district 
where we would get more moisture. And, of 
Tours, we dia get lots of rain! We went through 
Silthe hardships ofa ploneer family: not enough 
teres under cultivation for grain and of course, 
early frosts, 

We had good gardens but just the baste 
vegetables. Iwas fo coo at nla fr the fussy 
Yegetables; we mever_ grew tomatoes oF 
Cacumbers as they always froze 

‘Most everyone in the area had just moved into 
the distlet and we were very pressed for cash 
but we all worked hard, 

"Ted dis lot of road work for construction and 
worked in the woods during the winter. The pay 
tras not very good in hase davs Dut every dollar 
vas a help. He finally got oa a Job with the 
Envernment erushing gravel 

‘Werhad a boy bora tous when we were onthe 
farm, Grant was a darling baby. We enjoyed tims 

in he spring of 1941 we had a sale and moved 
Into Rocky’ Mountain House snd bought house 
mage our home there. 

InFebruary of 92 George was born, another 
lovely boy. During the summer of 192 we went 
fat with Ted. We bought a small traller house 
tnd we lived In camp. It was very crowded but 
Wwe were all togethers alftough camp life wasa’t 
Very good in whieh Yo bring up fara 

The crusher was moved to the northern part 
ofthe province and  eooked forthe ew. We had 
ine of moves, only had the same eamp fr taree 
to four months, and we lived in tents the year 
Found. We gut ie government Jobin early 1951 
tnd moved back to Rocky Mouniain House. Then 
‘Ted bought the farm of Robert Reid at Alnambra 
and we nave lived here ever since 

“The boys finished their sehoollag at Albarn 
‘ra, Hoeky Mountain House and David Thom: 
son: We have enjoyed the dstriet. Twas on the 
‘community hall committee for several years. 1 
fas been @ good district. The boys both played 
ball and were very active at hockey. 

Grant married Lorain Bardenhagen fom 
Eokvile tn dune, 1961. ‘They had two sons, 
Bradley and Kelly, born in 1862 and 196, 

‘Afler George ql schoo! he worked for an ol 
company as battery operator fora few Years. 13 
‘uly 196) he married Heather Stalth and they 
ought the Stollings property in Athaeabra and 
lived there for several years. They have three 
Sons, Derek, Roger, and Trevor, also very tn 
terested In sports. When Heather's dad reired, 
George and Heather bought some of hs land on 
Whick they bullt house end are now farming, 
They sold thelr property in Alnambra to Ken 
Kubik 








‘We retired from the farm in 1971 and bought a 
house in Alnambra where we now lve 

‘Grant, our oldest son, as taken over the 
farm. Boit boys have been active members of 
the community, serving on the hall board, et. 


LUND, HELGE AND ISABELLE AND OLE 
UND’ by Joa Thomas (Tommy) Lund 

1h 1906 Helge Lund and Ole Lund came from 
Coal Harbor, Nott Dakota, 10 This astriet it 
Search of land, Helge homesteaded on the NE 30 
SSE and Gie homesteaded the SEY, of the 
same section. 

Th the spring of 197 they moved here from the 
USA. Gle was unmarzied, bul Helge had a wite, 
Isabelle, and seven ehidren, They were: Hd 
Ba, Chariot and Herbert (twins) nine, Sophle 
Seven, Olga five, Alfred three, and Marie onc 
The famly ved in Red Deer ft about six weeks 
while the’ men built a log Rouse (which stl 
Stands) on the bank of the Lite Horseguard 
{Creek on the homestead, 1n 1908 anther son, 0: 
to, was born belng the frst white child born In 
this district. ‘Later on twin gis, Nina. and 
Christine, ana finally another son, Tommy. were 
Suded to the family. 

Tm 100) the eldest gin, Hilda, returned to 
‘South Dakota ae there was no schoo here al Yat 
Time. She sti lives there, now 82 Years of age. 
Helge passed away in 1016 and Ole returned to 
the U.S°here be died in 1990. Helge's family 
{ok over O's and, In lf the mother, Isabelle, 
fled. "The second giel, Chariot, had died in the 

‘Plu’ epidemic in 18i8. Her twin brother, 
Herbert, lived here on the farm uatl he dled 
18 

‘Sophie became a stenographer working in 
Calgary where she married Herbert Bonham. 
‘They stayed in Calgary a number of Years, then 
‘moved to Saskatoon, Saskatenewan and later to 
‘Winnipeg. He dled several years ago and Sophie 
HL Lives there, 

‘Olga also Wa a stenographer working. in 
Calgary. She and Sophie also took the younger 
children tere to look after them after thelr 
fmother's death. In 1928 Olga married the 
TEatheran minister who was serving thie district 
at that time. They lived in Alharsbra until 128 
‘When he was (ransferred fo Spirit River. Later, 
they moved to Mellowdale where Olga dled In 
198, 

‘ltted spent most of bis life inthis district 
farming and savrnlling. fe served overseas in 
the war and after eaming back bought afarm 34, 
Inllesnorinwest of Alhambra where hs son, Leo, 
Mill farms. Alfred died i 397) 

"Marie became a schoolteacher and taught in 
various places In Alberta. Th 19 she married 
Carle Wilson and moved to West Summerlana 




















B.C. Later, she moved to Murrayville, B.C. and 
‘Sed therein 1970, 

‘Otto lived in the U.S.A. from 1995 to 1908, He 
served overseas during the war and worked asa 
Sawyer in some lumber camps west of Rocky 


Mountain House and on the farm after return 
ing. He died in 198, 

‘Aer finishing school Nina took ajo with the 
Bank ot Montreal in Calgary-After several years 
She teansferred to Vancouver, British Columba, 
land remained with the bank unl she retired fn 
1865. She now lives in Vietorla 

Christine went In for nursing. During the war 
she became a nursing sister and served 
Gverseas. Aer returning she worked for the 
WON. fora year or so then Took a Bible course 
AU Three Hills nd in 194 she went to Ethiopla a= 
‘mlssionary nurse where she served unt 197 
Shes now matron ofthe senor eizens lodge at 
‘Manning, Alber 

‘Apart from atiending school three vears tn 
Calgary, Tommy has ved nls entire ite on the 
form here, In 18s? he married Elizabeth Mac 
donald, The nave four children. ‘Tyrone, the 
dest, arms with Tom and thes have acquired 
Severdi of the nelghbering farms. Curls, the Sec 
fond son, Isa schoolteacher and ives in Edm. 
fon. He married Sonja Nyback of Camrose and 
they Rave four ehildzen, Sharlene, the only gi 
farvied Orlen von Hollen and they also live in 
Enmonton where Orlen teaches. They have two 
daughters, Mark, the youngest, sat home atten 
{ting Davia Thompson High School 

"Tne winter of 118-20 was the most severe one 
tere has ever been since the white man settled 
here. The snow beeame so deep that many fences 
were completely covered and you could drive 
ght over them, Tt stayed very cold through 
Mareh end April and tae snow aid not start 10 
‘elt until the frst week ot May. OF course, then 
Ie'turmed so warm the snow melted very fast 
‘causing the worst floods we have ever Nad Most 
Gf the land was completely under water, P. 
Peterson bull a boat st his place and was abie(o 
Taunen it right there and ow It almost @ mile 
across country to the Horseguara Creek. With 
the spring being so late feed became extremely 
Soaree and many ortes and cattle in the district 
Simply starved fo death. Hay was selling for aver 
S100 per ton it you could find any to buy end very 
few people had that kind of money at that ime. A 
[otf famiies only aad an income of threw or fxr 
‘hunared doliars a year 

"There was no shou! in the distrigt uni 912 
when the “Little Horseguard School "was bul 
Hiram Hicks was the frst teacher. He had & 
homestead 1 mile south of the school He was 
Nileg in the First World War, 

Until the 1820s the school operated on a very 
lrvegulay basis a8 they could nol collect enough 
from taxes to pay a Teacher ful time and there 
sian no auch thing ax government grant at thal 

Th 191 the Lund family attended the Rocky 
Mounvain House far. They won a prize for hav 
Ing the largest family in attendanee, ‘The prize 
‘Was a 100 Ib. sack of Hour! 














As a young boy the to outstanding events 1 
recall each Year were the school Chrisfonas con 








cert and the July Ist sports day held at Alham. 
bra. We would always compete inthe races and 
hopeftliy win at least a iekel to buy an ee 

In the early years several falls in the ds 
tele would often congregate on a Sunday after 
oon at some farm afhere they hag a hay field 
‘comparatively smooth on which they could org 
nize a baseball game, 

‘8 Lattheran minister started holding services 
tn the Horseguard School in 1912. The first Years 
these services were very irregular and fat apart. 
‘By 1917 they ald become more regular although 
slat least a month apart asthe minister ived 
4a! Sylvan Lake and had fo come out here With 
team and tugay or eutter depending onthe ime 
bt sear In 84a parsonage was bul in Alnam 
bra and Rev. August Fenske moved in; then sor 
‘ices were Ned in the schoo! twice a month Rev 
Fenske andthe minister who succeeded hita 330 
served olner congregations farther away while 
lieing here. These church services were held In 
{he Horsegard School soguarly until 1881 when 
2 Lutheran ene was but on Highway one 
ball mile east of the Aibambra corner. The tnd 
tn which this ehuren was built was donated by 
Havelock Sloan. Rev. A. Relner was the minister 
Here at that time, He wae followed by Rev. Paul 
Guebert, ev. George Derwig, Rev. avin 
Tekan, and ew. Wan. Kronen,‘BY tis time fe 
Had become very obvious that in order for the 
éhhurch ta grow fi would have fo move ino Rocks 
Mountain ‘House as many" people had left the 
farms In 390 a new Lutheran ehureh was bult 
In Rocky Mountain House and the one on 
Highway’ 11 was disposed of 

rior to the building of the church on the 
highteay, In Maveh of 1831 the men ofthe con 
iregation here along. with some interested 
Helghbors got together and eut logs which P.O. 
Peterson saved and planed at hls eawmll for the 
purpose of bullding a chureh. An aere ofand had 
Been obiained on the SE corner of 31385. 5 just 
a few hundred yards cast of the Horseguard 
Shoot tor this purpose, However by tls time the 
Depression had really taken eran i was i 
possible to raise money to go ahead with con 
Etmiction. A fev years later ths lumber was sold 
fs was starting to deteriorate and the money 
‘vas pul into "ehupch building fund” and it was 
Used! to Nelp bud the ehureh on the highay 

Tn the fall of 1935 we bought our frst car, a 
4928 Pontiac for whien we pald $30, Tals seemed 
lke a big step forward as prior to that we hadto 
{el around on horseback or with a team or, for 
{greater distances, get a ride with someone who 
Fa’ car 

Ti was after the last war before ears were 
‘used much in te winter a none ofthe side roads 
‘Were snow: ploughed so beeame Impasseble. 

Tn te spring of 1945 we bought our fist trae 
tor, Up tothe time we aig all our farming with 
horses, usualy working from six to twelve of 
them. 

















‘Yes, there have been many changes and im 
provements since my folke homestesded here a 
Hite over seventy years ago. But fhe land that 
‘my father and uncle took are iwo of the very few 
{uarter sections that are stl registered under 
the same last name that was on the eeiginal 
titles 


THE IVER LUND FAMILY — by Evelyn 
MacDonald 

"The Iver Lund family came to the Little 
Horseguard district in IMt. The nearest place to 
fet supplies was Red Deer, with the Lind 
fomestead being’ the stopping ‘place between 
Evars and Rocky Mountain House. My grand 
mother’s patchwork quits and butter took prizes 
{ite annual Rocky fair. Grandpa (Iver Land) 
‘ded in 1815. My fitst memory of big socal 
fering was his funeral, All the neighbors 
fiways came to funerals ¢o pay thelr last 
Tespects. The coffins were homemade and the 
Women covered and lined them with. loth 
Grandma was also the mldwife for the aistriet 
having at tmes to go on horseback on accOUN of 
the bad muskeg roads. 1r one dropped into er 
lace; If ony for a minute, hemaght aswell relax 
{intl he'dhad a cup of coffee and a bit of lunch 
‘he teachers always boarded there as long as 
she was abe to care for them, Ste led in 188), 8 
$d day forall of us, 

‘My ‘uncle, Henry Lund, came up with the 
family: he could always tell you about the best 
fishing holes and the best part ofthe country to 
hunt wild game. Atte Grandma died Henry ld 
the home farm fo my brother Josh and moved 
fut West where be operated a sawmill for quite a 
fewipears Then Re moved fo Atambrs and 
‘ought Sirs. M. Erltsland’s place and lived there 
‘all he passed aveay in 1973, 











MARTIN, THE ANGUS L. AND SVANHILD 
FAMILY 

"ANgUS L.. (Bud) Martin was born én Rocky 
Mountain Hause, Alberta, December 22,1913. 1n 
Isis, he moved to the Ridgewood District sith 
kis patents were they were farming, also he 
faa ive uncles farming i the same area. He 
Teok his early seioling at Ridgewood In 005, Ne 
moved with his parents to Leslieville, where he 
‘ent fo stool fora time, He says, ih one door, 
tnd out the other" He recalls skidding logs at a 
lumber camp, that his Dad operated south-west 
Gf Phoenix fn 182829, In 198, he came to the 
enver Fiat District withthe family and in 1995 
hp started Larming on his on, seciton 2.385, 
{Ws Hisbrother Ken, came to work with him, and 
ine ran the operation together, Bud “spent 
Several winters Working inthe lumber camps, 
wile Ken gid the work-on the farm. 

ih Toi, Bud married Svanhild Sande, ond in 
1968, Ken married Irene Mushka. They all ived 
tthe farm north of Aihambra, that Bud aad 
Ken operated” As well as farming, they hal mile 
tens, range cafe and pgs, whieh Rept therm all, 











‘occupied. n 1953, Ken and family moved to the 
ther land that was purchased and each ran his 
‘tm operation 

Before marrying Bud, Svanhild was 
seerelary-trensurer of the Beaver Flat School 
District "No. 1914 for a few years: then she 
‘worked a8 a receptionist for Dr. 8S. Wallin Red 
Deer. When her sister, Alma, resumed teaching 
{In Alhambra schoo, Svanhild lived atthe Sunde 
Home, taking care ofthe children, Allan, Sonja 
snd. Audrey. 

‘Bud's and Svanhld's only child, Joyce, was 
bora fn" Rocky, Mountain House and. attended 
fehoo! there. She attended. David “Thompson 
High’ schoo! ‘where ‘she graduated. ‘Then. she 
worked an the farm before getting @ position in 
Rocky Mountain House. ‘She is presently 
‘employed in Calgary, 

A few years ago, they moved into thelr new 
house onthe other garter. By now, they were es 
Tablished in ete “cowcalt"operaiton, which in 
Volves growing bay and grain, and doing a lot of 
fencing: Soveral 41 Beet Cub members have 
ought thelr prize winning calves from Svanhila 
and Bud, which shows they have a fine herd of 
Hereford cate, 


KEN AND IRENE MARTIN AND FAMILY 

‘en Martin was born in Red Deer, Alberta, 
iy 23, 1995, the son of Angus and Mattie Mar 
fin, who at’ that time were tarming in. the 
Rldgewood aistrict west of Penhold. In 1926 he 
‘moved with his parents to Leslieville and in 199) 
moved fo the Beaver Flat asiriet He took al his 
Schooling inthe one room schoo! at Beaver Fla 
Leaving school atthe end of June 1840 he helped 
hs Dad onthe arm at Ridgewood for two Years, 
‘The farming was all done with horses snd the 
summer of 1841 at 16 years af age he plowed 12), 
acres of hay sod with 12 head of horses pulling a 
free bottom plow. The winter of the same Year 
he worked ia lumber camp for Wm. ¢ 
MeDougall hauling logs with a slelgh and four 
head of horses. In 1942 he started farming with 
his brother Bud, In Me Beaver Flat dstrey, 

‘Ken and Ivene Mushka were married 
Novernber 18,1888 at Alhambra, Irene Mush 
Was born July 25,1927, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs, Fred Mushia, early setlers ofthe Alnam 
bra alstich, Her father was section foreman for 
the C.P.Ft since the start of the ralway In this 
‘area Unt hs retirement in December, 1982, 
Trene took all Her sehooling at Alnambea. and 
High School a Syivan Lake fortwo yearsandone 
year at Rocky Mountain House, 

Ken and Irene lived on and farmed NW.29:29 
55 fram 2848 to 1953 when they moved 19 NE-20- 
4e.35 which they purenased from soe and Nancy 
MeGhee the fal of 152 and are sii living there 
al the present tlme. They are also tll farming 
Nw.208055, 

‘Ken and Irene nave two children, Jean 
Marion born at Rocky Mountain House May 2, 
1951, and Marilyn Gayle born at Rocky Mountain 
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House January 20, 1955. Jean attended school at 
‘Alhambra, Lesilevile’ and. David. Thompson 
Fgh School graduating in June 1989. The fall ot 
{st she attended Olds Sehool of Agriculture 
{graduating in June 1970. She thn worked In the 
Egnadian imperial Bank of Commerce st Rock) 
‘Mountain House for one year. tn 1971, along with 
‘gin trom Acme, Alberta with whom she had 
fgone to school at Olds, she went to Australla and 
forthe next three Veil she worked her Way’ 
over Austrailia and New Zealand doing 
ing from worklng i offices to working o8 
‘large eatleraneh in Australla, hen fllshed up 




















working, with @ sheep shearing gang which 
ravellad all over both the ‘nore and south 
Islands ot New Zealand. She spent ashort time! 
Suvay Pil Islands, before returning home to 
Canada in 1974. At fhe present time she is work: 
‘ng n Edmonton, Marilyn is still at home and at 
tending school at Leslieville 
As well as farming, Ken worked several 
winters in a lumber ‘camp for Art Fisher of 
Rocky” Mountain House, ‘The fall of 1854 he 
slarfed working for the Prairie Farm Assistance 
[Branch of Federal Department of Ageiulture as 
2 crop inspector. In 08s he was appointed esis: 
font supervisor of PLE-A. under supervisor Ken 
Geddes of Altance, Alberta Durkng this tme he 
favelled the area from the Saskatchewan 
border as far west as there were farmers inthe 
tentral portion of Albert, He finished this work 
{he fall of 1974 when the BUPA. department was 
phased out and replaced with All Rsk Crop In 
‘iting this 20 years of seasonal work the late 
fail and winter chores were done by Irene and 
was quite a hardship on her especialy when the 
ehlidten were small as they alvays had quite 3 
food sized herd of cattle and mallked some cows 
a5 well a8 raising some hogs, She always sald i 
Was a. good ting thelr children were 14 years 
[part otterwlse she couldn't have dane it Inthe 
Spring of 87 Ken started elerking suction sales 
{Br Clyde Stauffer of Evarts, Alberta and has 
Clerked sales for several diferent auctioneers 
Wwest of Red Deer. Clyde Stautfer retired from 
Auetioneering in 1985 and he then started clerk. 
Ing with Russell Cole of mbey. tn June of 158 
Russell Cole opened. Cole's Auction Mart at 
Rocky Mountain House and Ken has been is 
flerk there since the day of he Mart opening us 
{ithe present time. During this time he as 
‘donated his time fo clerk many charity auction 
Sales for different organizations, the main ones 
being. the Auctioneers" Associaton ‘sales for 
Retarded Children and £1 Calf Club sales for 
many years. Bul he says, "Once a farmer. 
always a farmer,” sols sill arming. He says 
is'n "Jack of ll Trades and Master of None 

















McGOWAN, MARYANN CAMERON 

‘Maryann Cameron McGowan (Granny 
MeCiowan) left Scoland im the early 1920's and 
lived with her daughter, rs. Jack Polit fora 
‘Short while, Then she kept Nouse for Mr- D. Fag 
Who Homesteaded. the SE23506NS west of 
Alnamiora, Aiter healed she lived there ty 
herself for many years. 

In Scolland she was a dentist's assistant. She 
attended atthe births of many’ babies oth In the 
‘Ota Country and in the area where she settled 
here. Granny worked hard on the farm, But she 
Also found time to help her nelghbours 

‘Sue moved into the hamlet ct Alhambra to 
spend her lat years. On April 2,195, she passed 
fay in the St Joseph's Hospital, Bdmonton, 
the age of i years. 

















McGowaN, 
MARGARET’ 

‘Aehie Cameron MeGowan born in 1864 came 
Canada trom ‘Scotland in 18M His wie 
Margaret, barn in 1892, and thelr four daughters 
followed’ In 1023, eeriving in Alhambra 
September Zl, andthe snovr was very deep They 
fot off the train west of Alhambra at what as 
Frown as: Pollt’s Crossing. The family stayed 
with hei father's sister, Mrs. Polit for three 
‘days, hen moved fo the Dave Welsh farm north 
at Albambra. Llzsle and Jessie went to Alnar 
Sra Seool with Mrs. Elisabeth Patterson as 
thei teacher. On this farm they had their fret 
experience in handling animals. They bought & 
‘ow from J. Pilitt tamed Rosy whieh they had 
{olearn to mf. In the spring of 124 they moved 
tothe tar one mile west Here Jessie had her 
fist experience in handling. horses. It was a 
team of heavyweight grey mares, Jess and Dina, 
that were purchased from Harry’ Hambleton. Ai 
Is die tizale worked for Mrs. Addy Sr. atthe 
hotel so it was up to Jesse to do the chores and 
‘at up the wood for inter Then they moved fa 
oust that was across the Toad fromm Pollitt 
Here the first Canadian ‘MeGowan was. born, 
Archie Cameron, on August 11, 1924. In 
‘Spring of 185 tney moved to the Relley place, 
‘Sulhesst of W. Hambleton, Liszie and Jessie 
walked three and one hall miles {o Beaver Flat 
School where Ms, C-N. Beebe was the teacher. 
Tere were times when iey had to walk through 
Water fo thelr knees to get to schoal asthe roads 
‘rere impassable and they had to go through 
Hambleton's field. When Mary started schol, 
‘Miss Wade was theft teacher, 


ARCHIE CAMERON AXD 
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One incident that Jessie remembers well was 
whem Mary took sick at sehool and the teacher 
Sent her home at 10fclock inthe morning. When 
Jessle got out o school inte afternoon she found 
‘Mary siting Inthe ditch aie way from the 
School! Jessie carried her nearly ail the way 
Some; that was-on.a Thursday and on Saturday 
the parents fook Mary Yo the doctor in Rocky 
Mountain. House, Dr, Wan. Hill (who later 
beeame Chiet Medieal Otsieer af Calgary) ex: 
amined her and held up the CR. train to send 
her to Red Deer om a seteher. She jst got there 
‘hen ner appendix burst. The mother Nad to be 
vay for two weeks s0 Jessie had {o.care for 
Margaret and Archie, do the housework and the 
‘chores, Mrs, W. Hambleton eame and helped out 
‘ind baked the bread, The father at thls te yas 
Away helping the Pattersons bale hay around the 
court. Infact he was working swvay’a Toto the 
fime, leaving the family to take over the work of 
the fare. 

Among the many seemingly incredible feats 
for a young girl only five fet tall that Were done 
by Jessle. apart from ehores, were: cut brush 
5nd wood — butld thicken house and barn — 
Broadcast seed for greenteed — cut trees and 
Inimamied them, measured them ana took them 
be'savied into fv by fours, sabs and flat umber 
= hewed logebullt houses fo live in — worked 
‘ut taxes on road bullding ~ broke in horses — 
Wenl on range cov roundups ~ arove a bundle 
Team ‘on a threshing outlt — dug wells and 
cribied then, bul the water was offen stagnant 
So hauled waier {rom elsewhere and ploughed 
fire guards, 














The home the family 





lived In the longest, 
Jessie was proud of having bull, alTtotgh het 
father got a carpenter to Melp with doors, win 
Gowrs andthe root. Asprotection against cla, the 
logs were chinked outside with cow manure, and 
she cut long furrows of sod withthe old Sulky 
plow and hauled them on's stoneboat, and pled 
Them all around the house thre fet high. On the 
Inside she put three layers of tazpaper then to 
layers of waite bullding paper and then slats 
placed in squares, and the Rouse was warm, That 
Rouse burned down In 1995 of 1957 

They lived almost entirely off the tand — bad 
‘a garden ~ always had cows for milk and butter 
‘sometimes butter was made by putting cream 
Iva Jam tin and shaking it — by the kids) — had 
chickens for eggs and meal. The mother sold 
butter fo the tain men and they got customers in 
Red Deer and Rocky’ Mountain House for her 
‘The children all went pleking wd frult to sell — 
[twas plential so palsall were sold tothe train 
‘en and the customers tt they found for ther 
‘The Diuebersies were all cleaned by the cildsen 
before selling them. These sales made possible 
the buying of the necessary groceries and coal 
fl, Jesse used to eateh prairie chickens ot par 
{ridges i trees and thelr mother stewed them 
with vegetables. They ate enough fabbits to be 
Completely turned against them. Jesse says that 
{hey never went hungry but there was no variety 
Inthe meats nor in the Sehool lunches, The Sande 
Els helped o see that there was some variety in 
thete sehoo! lunches, Jessle says they always 
Shared heir Wot soup or stew wither and Mary 

that they were a very good family — Mrs. 
‘Sande purposely put extra soup or stew in fo? 
them 

‘Something Jessle remembers was when her 
tiie brother Aree, sat ina pot oflling potato 
peelings that her mother had fust taken of the 
Btove = she was In the hablt of boling. the 
peelings to feed the pigs. 

‘As one can see dimes were very hard and 
Jessie's life so far was o filed arith hard work 
iat she hadno real gird, son January. 180, 
she left home to seek a happier way’ of fe 

This as been mostly Jessie's stor. 

The complete faraly of Archie and Margaret 
MoGowan are 

Lizale born July 31, 1912, in Glasgow, 
Scotlands married to George Parrington, 

“Jessie ‘born May” 4, 1916, In. Glasgow, 
Scotlands marvied to Mi Duncan. 

‘Mary’ bora March 30, 180," In Glasgow, 
Scotland; married fo Willam Peacock 

“Margaret born January 9, 192, 1 Glasgow, 
Sealand: married to Mr. Devore, 

‘Archie Cameron boen August i 1824. Kitled 
in Action July 18, 1988, 

Peter Cameron born August 12,1896, 

Nellle Smith born August 8, 1825, married 
Win, Meyers, Nelle dled August 11, 1875; 

Edythe Harrison born “August 22, 199, 
married George Wood. 

















Lian born April 20, 195, married C. D, 
wilson, 

The last five were born In the Alhambra ds. 

Their mother, Margaret McGowan, dled 
February 2 198, at age 38. 

“hel fatter, Archie Cameron, dled at age 72 


Mary_and Margaret attended school at 
Beaver Flat and Alhambra. Walking home, 
Sistance of four and one half miles, after par 
tieipating ina Christmas concert one year, they 
fos thei face and hands. Have you ever worn 
Fotele pants? ‘Well, Mary and Margaret aid on 
this cold night 

‘hey both had to work hard at home, helping 
‘with the chores in the mornings end éveninge 
‘hile going to school and In ie summer they 
helped weed the big family garden, Ther father, 
‘Who worked out, was inured on te Job in 1829, 
nd spent some ime in a hospital in Bamonton, 
‘After his recovery he was transferred to Fel 
BIC asa watenman on the ralway. Win thelt 
father away, twas left fo the family f take care 
of the farm, 

Tn 190) Mary was united im marriage to 
William Peacock, Her sister, Margaret, is now 
Mrs, Devore, 




















ER, ERASTUS — hy Olive Rutherford, 
‘Berryman and Lyla Sarasia 

Father was born in Platsmouth, Nebraska in 
sr), He was married. to Alice Russell at 
Rockford, Mints In 1885, and In 1897 brother 











Russell was born. In 1901 came brother Albert, in 
190T sister Olive and in 180 sister ana arrive. 
‘The rest of our family was bora in Alberta 

‘1908 our father, ERastus Mller along with 
his Young farlly and his three sisters with thet 
husbands and familie emigrated from U.S.A. (0 
‘Alberta where they took homesteads In the Con 
‘or and Alhambra dlsteiets. 

‘After fing on his homestead claim, Father 
rented land east of Red Dees for a year 6r 0 and 
Worked as builders" helper with hs brothersin- 
law in led Deer. He later hauled freight {rom 
Red Deer to Piteox (ater called Hespero) with 
team and wagon, The simes were hard, but our 
father was'a patient man. 

‘While ving east of Reed Deer we welcomed a 
new brother, Chester born in I611 and two years 
Tater, 1813 gn, Martha, arrived, much fo out 

‘ay thls time a small nouse was built and we 
moved to the homestead. Work was slarted on 
the PIR. and Father and other members of the 
Family, took contract to bulld two or three 

niles of prade between Condor and Alhambra, 
Awe remember, this tras done with Doth oxen 
ind horses pulling scrape:s and fresnos. The 
Fogds were very poor and winding from one 
Fidge to another, with corduroy in the low places. 
Otter omesteaders were scattered every few 
miles and were always ready to help each other 
fmvany' way. We were especially close 10 the 
‘Frank Maxwell family, our aunt and uncle. Tey 
homesteaded two and one-half miles west of ue 
and through all the years were always there fo 
boip and cheer us. Often in limes of sorrow and 
lines our families helped each otter. 

in those early years Mother acted as @ mid. 
wife and often had to change clothes outside 
behind the house, because the expectant father 
‘ras inside inthe one-room house “wat” til she 
teas ready"" The ‘Blalrs, ‘Stockwells, Leslles, 
Coopers sind ykalanen wives were ust afew of 
fhe settlers she attended, We endren batched 
‘lth Dad until she came home again 

\We spent many happy evenings in those days 
tatheret round the fives while Mother read tous 
fr sang songs. Wild berries were plenifUl, also 
prairie chicken and rabbits and-our older 
Frothers were. good ‘with snare and slingshot, 
Whi helped out withthe food bil. At that time 
Too, there was lot of timber In wintertime our 
Patents and the older boys eu fence posts, mine 
props and trewood which also helped to Keep 
things gong. 

Th 15, Russell enlisted fn the army and in a 
very short tlme was sent overseas. Albert 10 
Tried twice to enlist, but’ was turned. down 
because of his age as he was only 16 a ie me. 
Disappointed, he came nome and worked for a 
short me of. the railway. Sul not happy, ne 
Feturned to the States and Joined thenavy, where 
he served for the next five Years 

Ollve and Edna went to school st what was 
knoorn as the Davidson House, where setool was 
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held at that time, forthe lst years. It was a four 
rile dive with the wagon and they were qulte 
Small 

‘aier a school was built northeast of us, three 
and one-half miles. it was called Prairie Rowe 
Olive, dna and Chester all went to school there 
Some’years later it was moves to Condor ana the 
Younger members of the family also attended 
there: We older ones sometimes rode horseback. 
‘The tree of ws ona brown mare called Kate, and 
Sometimes we walked. It was hard to aitend 
Fegutarly In winter as there was not much trafic 
Sn the roads would drift full of sn0¥ 

In 1915, brother Fred was born. Mes. East 
‘ma, a suree, wi lived wo and one-half miles to 
‘he south of came and attended Aotier: She 
‘Was one of the finest people you could ever find 
‘and ‘for many’ years, travelled the ‘country, 
‘wherever she wa needed, in a one-horse bugay 
palled by a chubby ltl black horse called P: 
Sheand Mother wore close friends over the ears 
and many limes we girs were sent totale her & 
Dall of beerles or to-help hor with the washing 

arly in 1917, brother Farl was born and that 
fall an epidemic of cholera came and many ofthe 
Younger endrea died, We lost brother Fred and 
tthe same time, eame the wire that Russel was 
Mound aco. tas avery sad te for us 

in 1919 Russell came home from overseas, He 
was married the same year fo Alice Calman and 
moved fo Vancouver, where they made thelr 
Rome, ‘They had. three children, Harold, 
Lorraine, and Wally. Alice passed away In 1866 
2nd Ruséel In 192. 

“in 192, sster Lyla was born. It was a cold 
rainy night In September. Olive and Edna were 
Sent fo take Blue berries fo Mrs. Bel, collet the 
‘money for them, then stop at the post office at 
Gondor to pick up the C.0.D. order, which was 
{he baby’s clothes ordered trom ite: Eaton's 
catalomue. 

“There wasn't much money in those days as we 
remember. Most of our dresses, pants, and pet 
tlcoats and sueh, were made from flour sacks 
Gulte often we ‘nad. pants with Purity” or 

"Robin Hood written across the seat 

‘y 192, Olive Was married to Alex Ruther: 
ford! They farmed for afew years at Alhambra 
then moved to Red Deer where they remained, 
They have one daughier, Audrey. Alex passed 
away in 858, 

Edna married Charlie Berryman in. 1918 
Tey had fist a daughter, Joy, then four boys 
hyde, Bath, James and Ailan'Por some years 
they''farmea at Condor, iten moved 10 
Wailtecourt, where Charlie passed away in 1853. 

in 1939, Martha married Hen Simpl, They 
rade thelr home at Saskatoon, Saskatchewah 
4nd were. blessed with four sons: George, 
‘Timothy, Bille and Steven, Ben passed away’ Ih 
i 

Tyla was married to Clyde 

















asin in 1040, 





They lived fora while in Condor and later moved 
foRed Deer. Ther family numbered three: Wen: 
dy, David and John. Clyde passed away in 1973, 
in 1800, Chester married Thelma. Prentice 
Tey had a familly of seven: Dorothy, Mary, 
Fred, Bilie, anale, Olive, and Pays, ‘They 
‘ade their home at Condot, where Thelma and 
{he children sil lve. Chester passed aay it 
1h 
Brother Albert made his home In Seattle, 
Washington and passed away In 132. 
rari served th the Second World War from 
190 to 046: He returned home and farmed in the 
‘Alhambra’ district for-several Years, Mother 
fade her home with him til he death in 1851 
i's death came in 196. Father died in 128, 








OW HERE COMES LIMPY 
‘When 1 was a youngster, out where the West 
begins 
Wevwent to town on mallnights to wateh the 
‘rain come in 
All the folks Would gather at Meeres’ General 
Stare 
And sit a swappio’ tales, til they heard 
Somebody reat! 
‘Here comes Limpy, She's comin’ down the 

line, 
Here comes Limpy, She shore is doin’ tne 
Her waste is ablowin” and her headlight is 
She dane her level best to get the mail here on 
When £ was a lite older, along about sixteen, 

‘There was a tle boy thked, his ame was Jim 
‘my Dean. 

TEs ith him one mal nght, he courted me a 


Spell 

‘But when I went to kiss him, he started into yell 

Chorus: “Here comes Limpy 

{remember ance the preacher, held a meetin’ tn 
the square 

1 vas quite a gathering, most everyone was 
"ere, 

He sald, “Now when the organ plays, each sinner 
"must step out” 

But the wiole crowd started runnin’ cause they 
heard somebody shout, 

‘chorus: “Here comes Limpy 

‘At Cousin Will's wedain’t really was a Joke, 

BBvervone looked solemn and just the Preacher 
‘spoke, 
‘Now ‘Wiliam, do. you take 
‘woman for your bride?” 

‘But Will looked out the window and here Is what 
he erie, 


Chorus: 


he sald, “this 


Here comes Limpy 


‘My Uncle Ned got sick one day, we all thought he 
‘vould aie 

a weat for the Doctor and Ma began to cry 

Uncle Ned just tay there, so feebie and so thin, 





‘TU Limpy blew her whistle, then he shouted out 
ke si 
chorus: "Here comes Limpy 
Those day’ are gone forever now, Limpy’ Is no 
‘We dos't go for our mall, They bring it to the 
‘door, 
Bul sometimes I get lonely and would give up all 
my pay, 
If Lebuld go to town again and hear somebody 
Chorus: Here comes Limpy 
This {s a poem writen about the trap that 
used fo mun between fed Deer and Rocky Moun 
{ain House during the years I was growing up. 
iiyla Miller Sarasio 


‘HE FRANK MAXWELL, FAMILIES by La 
ulhertor 

My father and mother, Prank and Edna Max. 
rel, came fo Alberta in 1903 wth thelr family 
They eame from Belot, Wisconsin, U.S.A. to Red 
Deer on an immigration tran and brought along 
Some horses, cafe, machinery and household 
ftfets. Father and my’ older brother, Harold, 
fame in the ears with ihe stock Walle Mother and 
the rest of he family came nthe coach, 8 far a8 
Red Deer 

“There was no railroad going west at that time 
and the roads were winding tras following the 
high nages. Father, along with his brother Bert 
find. his brother iniaw ERastus Mille, Went 
West To what fs now Condor and’ Alnambra and 
{ed on thelr nomestead. {think at that time one 
pala $10 to fll clam, then had to live on It six 
onths of the year. One had to fence and clear 
‘and plow 15 acres fo prove up and got the ttle 

‘Father was a bricklayer and plasterer) 
trade and tomake ends meet, he worked With Ms 
brother, Ber, on qulte a few af the brick houses 
fon what was the called Victoria Ave. in Red 
Deer, also on the W. E- Lord's house andthe Old 
Crongulst house. Dad’ and Harold also hauled 
freight from Red Deer to Rocky. Mountain 
House, They also worked between Condor and 
‘Mthambra, bullding grade for the C-P.R. 

For the first two of tee Years we renied land 
cast af Red Deer as my brothers and I were al of 
School age and there were no schools close tthe 
homestead, 

‘Around 192, Father had managed to build 
small wo-Toomed, tar-paper “house on the 
homestead, and we moved test. There were ss 
at us childgen tn The family then: Harold, Lee, 
Esther, Lyla, Stanley, and Clare. Alice was born 
in isiz.on the homestead. As Tremember, Father 
tnd my brother cleared mest af the land on the 
homestead by hand and broke it with horses, The 
fit few years we grew only oats as the land was 
Suite wel snd the Seasons were short. Later we 
fhised rye and barley and, as more land was 




















cleared and the land dried, we grew wheat 
Prices were poor. Oats, hauled fo Rocky Moun 
Ul tte wore a crite a shel 

‘Mother war often called pon to go when 
someone wail or anew baby was due fo artive 
Ai'we were a long way from doctor and 
fps Wwe had fo rely greatly on oe another 
Iigtparents, however never lost thet ast for 
‘any American things such as green te Jot 
1 eae, cornmeal muah and molasses codes 

Staley Care and I weno school at Wha 
was calle the Davidson sehoa, opened in 1 
{tera shoo! was ull a Alnarabrs and we also 
ended schol there. alee, some years ater 
‘Meade ihe Albambra school 

“he tt teacher we fad. at the Davidson 
sence wan Mra. Ralph PatersonNext came 
Mire Ladi, hen Mrs. Frank Patiesso al 
‘rite Smith trom fea beer who later mstrled 
MP Marke who tat an elcerieat business in 
Red Deer, Annie White from Red Deer was one 
dtourteachers als, These tenehore worked hard 
feat that fm, they laugnt fm Grades fo 
A Guristas time each school had concert at 
Meh he eiren did plays; sang songs and dd 
Tectiatons. There was atvavs't fee filed With 
‘Bs candy an big ed apples. 

1s hove rat Sears We gathered at one 
anoler's homes fof sing songs" games and dat 
Sieg. Later dances were hed in school houses 
tac every feo weeks, sometimes in ome school 
Sometimes in anothees Often we drove ten oF 
‘ele miles with wagons, sighs ot went on 
Horseback to attend them, Asse ras suplieg 9 
2ir Cruekahani or Mr Chshoum on the vol 
Snpetimes Alber lle: payed his mouth pga 
daditan organ was hand, someone would chord 
dei At Alhambra for years Mis Luyekassell 
Fayed the accordlan for such occasions During 
ihe'trat Great War Years Box std Pie Socials 
vere etd andthe proceeds were ised for the 
Tarefort, Hoa Cross and such 

‘Every sear on duly we hada celebration at 
tama There were bal games and foot es 
{er young and olan ugar. Prices were 
iiveno he wlone andthe aden were given 
Eady ar whether they won or los. Lunch wa 
Served on long tables’ Everyone brought 00d 
i share even fo homemade lee ream! 

in ig, Harold returned to the Stale and 
brought back our Grandmotter Maxwell whe 
fade er home with us unl her death in 203 
Harold seturned tothe States a yea oro ater, 
Married and made Rs home tere: He bas five 

Th the yoar 15, Lee went bac tothe States 
ats an served fo {wo or tree years in ie 
dye ater retorned fo Alberta and purchased 
Syarter of CPi land two tle east of 
Fathers place, ie retuned tothe USA. agen 
ibis aa passed sway tn 5b 

Esther married Frank Birch in 116. They 
‘veda short time at Nendeg, later moving 
monton, where they made fet home, They 

















had one daughter, Marjorie Esther, who dled in 
104 


Th 1025, I was married to Edwin Rutherford, 
We had four children: Lee, Grace, Gordon and 
Alex. We farmed for seversi years in the Albarn 
tra aistlet Later, we moved to Red Deer, 
‘where my husband, who was a painter by trade 
‘went into the painting business, unl the tie of 
his death in ee 

Stanley was married to Vera Truman around 
1955 He remained on the ome place and farmed 
‘with Dad and Clare. Later, ne Bought land close 
{Rocky Mountain House, where they stl Ive 
‘They nave three sons 

“hee married Jim Anderson about 2895. Tey 
lived for a short ime at alhambea and Rocky 
Mountain House: then moved to Drambelle for 
a few vears. Later, they moved to Lacombe 
‘inere ihey settled. im sill lives theres Allee 
passea away in 196. 

‘Clare remained at home with Dad and Mother 
unt they passed away, Dad In 1957 and Mother 
{n'1968 Adler tat Clare sold the home place and 
bought fand close to Stanley where he made tis 
home unt his death in 1968 

















THE EDWIN AND 
RUTHERFORD FAMILIES 

Edwin J, Rutherford, born tn Glasgow 
Scotland in 888, came to Canda in 116, where 
‘worked on sheep ranches sround Walsh, alberta 

in 1810, his brother, Alex G. Rutherford, 
followed. They both worked on ranches to earn 
{nou money to send for thelr other and sister 
way the ae eet me aah Arta 
tnt thelr mother's passing They ten Went into 
the Armed Forces. 

‘Afler the wat, they moved to the Alhambra 
aisirit, where they Took up land 

in 1823, Edwin married Lyla Maxwell. They 
nada family of fur. Earn was secretary ofthe 
UPA. for some time. He moved to Red Deer in 
1s, where he was a sign writer and a painter 
Unt As deat in 1960. 

"Ther sister, Mary, marvted James Lambie at 
Medicine Hat and later moved fo Caigary where 
he worked for the C:P-R. They had one daughter 

In 808, Alex moved to Vancouver, B.C. where 
he worked on add fobs. He married Olive Miler 
In W920. Thelr dager, Audrey, was born In 
1fe0, He worked forthe Slandard OU Company at 
‘Marpole uni 85 

TR the fall of 1997, ne moved ack to the 
‘Almera dsteet with hs fami. He bought the 
Ce. quarter one and one half miles eas of 
Aihamba where he iived unl the late ds, when 
ite moved to fed Deer where he resided uti his 
passing in Mas, 1859. 


ALEXANDER 





MUSIKA, FRED AND ZENA 

Fred John Mushke was born September 15, 
1868 In Cashwvoka, Walyn, Poland. He served in 
he Polish army from 1808 fo T81i. He married 





Zena Marulk In 1811, who was also born in 
Cashwoka, Wolvh, Poland on November 13,1881 

‘On Magen 3, 1813, Fred J. Musbka eae 10 
Canada aboard the ship Libau, leaving hs wite 
and young daughter, Lipka, behind. Lupka was, 
bor in Cashwoks, Woiyn, Poland on September 
25,190. 

Fred landed at Halifax, then came west to 
‘Alberta and started working forthe CPR with a 
bridge gang’ in Edmonton. ‘Then he helped to 
Dulld the A.C. braneh line belween Red Deer 
and Rocky Mfoustain House. He frst worked as a 
laborer on the section of the track between 
‘Alhambra and Hespera, but he stayed in Hespero 
in the section house. When he became section 
foreman forthe A.C: oa Novernber 16, 918 he 
lived inthe section house in Alhambra 

"Fred tied fo get his wife, Zena, and daughter, 
Luupka, te Join mim i Canada but World War { 
Taide is very aifcutt and for atime it seemed 
Iinpossibte as he could nat locate them in Poland, 
Zena and Lupka were separated; Zena was sent 
tea work camp, but finaly they were aboard the 
‘SSiimnedosa and landed in Quebec, Oetober 15, 
1926, Tt was’ a" joyous time when they were 
eunitea with Pred nd made thelr nome dn the 
CER. station Rouse in Alhambra, 

‘In September, 192) Fred had purchased the 
‘Sw-0.38'5:0, the former Jim Boyd farm, and in 
1s24 he purchased the Charles Raine acreage, 
Block ky Inthe hamlet of Alhambra, Bat the 
family continued to lve inthe station house as 
Fred was sill he section foreman. He did some 
farming a8. well, In September, 1992. he 
purchased the Cook Homestead, the NW 3-205 
WS. Zena was kept very busy caring for thelt 
family of two daughters and four sons. She en 
Joved her neighbors and alsvays was ready to 
lend a helping hand 

‘ew members of the familly are 
Irene’ born July 25, 182, married Kenneth 
Martin and they have two daughters, 

John Willa bors Apri 2, 182 

Pred Alexander borm August 14,199 

Leonard Niekeli bora January 8,198, 

Edward Peter born September 14, 1996, 
smarsled Maureen Caldwell, 

Tupka attended Alhambra School and two ot 
her teachers were air. Moir and Mr. Hicks, She 
attended St. Joseph Convent in Red Deer for 
further sehooling. Prior toher marriage to Steve 
Zacts of Leedale on Tuly 1b, 169, she worked it 
the Rekve area. Sieve was born on AUgUS 2, 
1806 in Kobrin, Poland. He came to Canada 
August 2, 08) na settled inthe Leedale district 
‘ith ls brother, Mike, ona homestead. After he 
4nd Lupka were married they lived on afarm in 
the Alhambra alstrict. On February 14 184, 
they" purchased the SE-105851N5. formerly 
‘owned by Jim Boyd. In 169 they lft this farm 
Sd moved to Windsor, Ontario, Here Steve was 
‘employed at te Chrysier Assembly Motor Plant 
Unt his eticement in 1973 Lupka was employed 
‘most ofthe time at hotel and she also worked in 
























restaurant. Seve and Lup reside at Windsor, 

“oka attended Alhambra Sehool, Grades 1 
throug 10-witn’ Alma (Sande) Sunde as his 
{wacher for all but one of those grades. He took 
Grades 11 and’12 at Rocky’ Mountain Howse 
where. he graduated. After completing’ his 
Schooling he started farming on his dad's farm 
In 198 he purenased the Frank G. Patterson 
frin, His farming operations Include growing 
grain and raising cattle with his. brother, 
Exonaral 

Fed Jr. attended Alhambra School where he 
completed Grade 10 and then he went to Eamon 
{on fo take a Diesel Automotive Course at the 
Gheago: Vocational Training. Centre. Later he 
Worked in Edmonton an construction jobs. Then 
he returned to Alhambra and worked on various 
Jobs around here before settling on the farm and 
‘working’ on it until hls death on September 6 
ine 

Teonard took his schooling. at Alhambra 
where he completed Grade 10. Thea he started 
‘working on the section for C.P.R. where he was 
employed for Id years, Following tis he became 
brain elevator manager for Federal Grain for 
ight vears unt Federal Grain sold to Alberta 
ol Now he has his own fare and he fs farming 
with brother, John, 

Edward took hls schooling in Alhambra and 
then ne moved to Windsor’ Here he married 
Maureen’ Caldwel, RN. on October 6, 18 
Edward worked as'a mechanle, and for & while 
he was with the Windsor City Police Patrol 
Maureen worked In hospitals in Windsor and In 
Detroit. Later they moved‘ Alhambra and ived 
on the farm. Edward worked for Bernard Kile 
at the Service’ Station while Maureen. was 
employed at the Eekville Munlelpal Hospital 
‘Baan died on april 17, 290. 

ed fetired from the railroad on December 
sn, 182, "in tine with thelr practice of onoring 
fellow-workers when they retire, the Canadian 
Pacific Social Club held’ an enjoyable banquet 













and dance at the Oddfellows’ tall on Friday 
‘ening, with Fred Mush as he guest of honor 
W.ttartiey, president of the club, presided 

Mr. Mushka, section foreman at Condor, was 

superannuated on December 30, 195, after 38 

ears of service with the company He was one of 
the fst men to drive a spike on the high-level 
bridge at Edmonton, in 1813. He was foreman on 
the AGA. n IST On behalf of the club, road 
master Dan TWack made the presentation to him 
ta handsome clock. Airs R. E- Jones, honorary 
President of the club, presented a bouquet of 
Frowers to Mrs. Musa 

“There were 150 present, among them being 
Assistant Superintendent Hall, Calgary; George 
Russell, Calgary, travelling ‘engine foreman: 
section foremen joan Hodlek, Rocky Mountain 
House, Mr. Poll, Alhambra, and Gordon Stead. 
‘ma, Benalto: also Messrs. Anhelier and Car 
Tachmund, Almambra, all with thelr wives: 
Mears Steve Pavlak and F. Motte, Benalf 
Filip, Alkarabra: G'S. Shave, Tuttle, Paul 
Novick, Red Deer section foremen end F 
usted J Alhambra 

‘Messages of congratutation on Mr. Mushka’s 
long service were recelved trom several Bigh 
fille of the company, 

Rebekah ladies catered. for. the banquet 
which tas followed by an enjoyable dance vith 
mmusie by Willard. Tvimble and his-orchestra 
(ed Deer Advocate, February 16,1953). 














Alter Fred's retirement, they moved to the 
farm wheve they resided unl thelr new ome in 
the hamlet was completed in the mld. 

They celebrated thelr 0th wedalng anniver- 
say fe WL with mir tary and host of 

red Mushika dled in the University Hospital 
Eamonton on August 0, 1961, Zena Mishka died 
Inthe Red Deer Nursing Home, on December 18, 
168 





CLARENCE NEEDHAM 

‘Records revedi that Various branches ofthe 
Needham family were at some ime granted 
‘Ans, but the oldest of these isthe one witch wil 
the of greatest Interest fo our generations based 
on the assumption that Its attributed fo com 

‘Sir TRobert Needham was kalghted by Sir 
William Russel, Lord Deputy of Ireland, 
September, 15 

"A description follows: Arms: Angen a bens 
engralled. azure ‘between wo buek's heads 
faboosed sable attired Crest: Aphoenix. In 
fumes. proper: Motto: Nune_ Aut Nunquam 
Authority: Burke General Armory. Meaning ot 
‘Terms: Arms: Argent ~ sliver of white shie, 
Fepresents genileness; A Bend: means simple 
form: Engrailed: means draped; Azure: means 
blue: Caboosed: means full faced stag head, no 
neck showing: Sable! means dressed in Black 
(Crest! Phoenix issing. from flames of fre is 
requently used as'a crest — an emblem of im 
‘artallty: Moto: “Now or never 

This sone of the oldest Irish families, tracing 
its history back to Mae Niadh ofthe Line of Ithe 
ancestor of &/Nladh, or A'Nalhe-Ualthne, ‘The 
fame has been anglicized. to O'Needham, 
Needham, Needim, MacKnee, MacNie 
MeNeedem, Nevile, and Neehan, 





‘THE NEEDHAM FAMILY — by Olga Needham 

‘Clarence Vineent Needham ie the son of Fred 
Moore an Bertha Needham, (Fred ls the son of 
‘Tames and Fannie (Moore) Needham). (Bertha 
ig the daughter of Bert and Roseliha (Ayres) 
Fisk. 

‘Olga Matilda (Syren) Needham is the 
daughter of Walno Wilhelm and Alma (Luosa) 
Seren, (Waino i the son of Gustav and Leen (An 
ia) Syren.) Alma is ths daugnter of Heit ana 
Agatha (Jakiano) Luosa. 

Clarence, number eight child, was born on 
November it, 1827, at Craigmsle, Alberta, Bis 
Wile, Olga, humber six eld, vas born on 
September 9, 1, at Condor. They were united 
Inmarsiage in 1918 

Clarence and his family lived at Airdrie, and 
moved to the Alhambra district in 1961 tthe 
Present location, NE-1330455; NW1B-3985 and 
Reiss 

‘Their family consists of one son and three 
daughters. Gay is married Yo. Wiliam (BUI) 
Glover of Rocky Mountain House. She fook her 











lementary grades at Airdrie and Alhambra, 
‘and her high schoo! at David Thompson High 
She took a stenography course. Gwen is married 
to Vernal Bunch at Lesievile. She attended 
lementary school at Adie and Alnambra and 
{ook her high sehool at David Thompson High. 
She ook & hairdressing course, Tere, of RUFal 
Route 1, Alhambra, farms. fle aended the 
Leslieville Elementary School andthe David 
Thompeon High School. Greta Is married to Ron 
Desjarlals of Rocky" Mountain House.” She 
sttended the Lesitoville Elementary School and 
the David Thompson High School. She tok plano 
Tessons and is presently teaching pla 

Clarence conveys mall from Red Deer to 
‘Rocky Mountain House and polnts in between, 
He farms with Terry as tle allows, 

We like this district and expect we wil be in 
ro hire to move eisewhen 
‘THE NEWMAN FAMILY — Alhambra 190 
186, Condor 1846195 

"The value ofa family journal is realized when 
fone fs suddenly faced sith writing a synopsis of 
{amily history covering even a relatively short 
period of time. The following events, relating 
the Newman family have been recounted without 
The benefit of written relerenee, and therel 
‘Some of the dates surrounding these events may 
Seem a tie vague oF may, at Himes, have to be 
ranted alive give oF take. 

Twas however. m the spring of 1989 that 
three members of the Newman family moved fo 
the John Larson farm, the half section situated 
immediately west of Alnambre corner, on the 














north side of Righway 1. These family members 
‘Were Mrs. Mabie Francis Newman and the to 
Youngest of her four enldcen, Roy Allan (CHD) 
‘who was then 18 years old, and Rita Margaret 
(Margie), 15 years old. Prior to this they had 
farmed in the Clearview distriet, south of Res 
Deer for approximately seven years. This 
branch of the Newman family originated in the 
‘Subumdale.disiriets 4. community: migway 
‘Between’ Walnwright’ ana. Vermilion, Alberta 
he father, Albert John Newman was at this 
time, still ving onthe original nome farm, The 
Secotd oldest son, Willam Irving (Buster) 
Sosked with him. Buster was 21 years old, The 
fldest son, Clfford Albert (Cipper), had gone fo 
Chicago the proceeding fal, fo take a course Iz 
alrconditlonlng. He was then 22 years old 

‘The actual move from Clearview to Aina: 
bra was accomplished with the Relp of good 
{ends frm the Reed Deer dlstriet, abrother and 
sister, Raymond and Doris Nicholson and Cit 
Stannard, all of whom shared good humor and 
ploneering sprit. It was an event that lasted for 
Eeveral dave and sas in seit worthy ofa short 
hovel. Tals and fun evolved in every aspect of 
he undertaking. ‘The family’s old car, 2 1920 
Buick, had to be coaxed to make the inp and 
then, after one visit To the hamlet, It refused to 
arf again, eves lt was eventually sold.) There 
‘was no elecricliy or plumbing at the farm, but 
Mrs. Newman, aided by the gltls” cleaning 
Potter, made the house a home. With the ald of 
Pitch forks, Doris and Margie then undertook 
leaning and repairing the old pole and straw 
bam, to make Bit to House the mileh cows that 
tere tobe transported by truck, as the house fur 
niture and some machinery” had been. When 
tverytaing else tad been ether moved or sent on 
fis way, Chub and Raymond, with Clits help 
began atwo day trek with team and hay rack and 
Saddhe horses, taling out The range cattle and 
the remaining horses. Before evervIning. was 
felled, everyone had rare stories to tell. In 
Fetrospect, tls memorable event sas to set the 
pattern fof the wa of life that followed through 
but out fhe years the family remained in the 
rea! adjusting fo necessity, milking cows (i 
poor facts), and farming with only horse 
Power, but trough It all enjoying friends, od 
find new 

“The frst visitors to the farm arrived the se 
cond ght lamp fight was showing from the 
House, These were dim and Diekle Davies and 
Frankie Wilson, curious Kids om selghboring 
farms who Nad trouble finding enough courage! 
Knock on the door. Mrs. Newman and the gfels 
Were very amused by the boys giggling in the 
Yard and Mis, Newman ed to go out the dor to 
Inte them in Their visit was very welcome and 
the new residents spent several pleasant hours 
learning about the neighborhood happenings and 
people. The next day the cows arrived ana were 
Este’ nto the nevi leaned ara. Walle the 
sins were doing the milsing that evening, Dickie 
























































Davies came back to et the gris know the first 
ball practi of the season was fo take place "up 
‘ow andthe girs were ineited to Jon in. They 
shed with chores, then walked the mile nd a 
bai te be eeleomed Into thle fist coraaunty 
scivty. Ie was @ goed thing It Was en outdoor 
rent, the gins mast have had something of an 
‘oid barn" aroma about them, 

‘Ball games, summer plenics (May 24th at 
Condor and July ist at Alhambra), and dances 
tere the main social events the family par 
Helpated im although Chub and Raymond, who 
‘rere exceptional horsemen and aspiring cow. 
toss, made thelr way to take part in as many 
ampedes as they could. (Raymond had stayed 
fo work and Doris visited as often as the girls 
ould’ arrange tl, whlch meant these friends 
‘Shared many of the events surrounding the fat: 
Iy during thelr first year or so in the district), 
Te cowboys had fo practice riding, and so t6 
‘make this possible, they bullt a pole corral witha 
‘chute. (On oeeasio, Sundays or evenings, any of 
‘hefarm animals that would buck were given the 
‘pportunity todo s0. These practice events drew 
Considerable” attention, from other ‘cowboy 
‘minded young fellows who lived near-by 

‘Transportation to stampedes was sometimes 
hard tofind, since te od ear had given up. When 
the Rocky Mountain House rodeo was to take 
place at the end of June tha frst suramer, the 
boys and a neighbor, Eddie Wilson, planned to 
Fide tg It on Saddle horse. The girs wanted to £9 
foo. Mather Newman, se always; softhearted 
‘and hardworking, agreed to do the chores for 
the twe days they would be away’ leaving early 
fn the 8th and returning on the 20th The boys 











tought they could dsourage the girls because 
there were not enough saddles to go around. "The 
firs wouldn't be discouraged and so, thelr frst 
trip to. Rocky Mountain House was made. on 
horse back, bareback. Afterwards the gins 
‘Were able to brag thal they had survived the tip 
Inbetter conaition than the bovs. (ao allowance 
‘was made Tor the boys participation in the 
Fodeo.) The group arcived in Roeky Mountain 
House by mid-morning. The boys made thelr en 
Irfes and "In he afternoon tey rode tn both 
Bareback and saddle drone events, In he even. 
{ng they all took In the stampede dance an then 
ode a mile or so out of fown to spend what Was 
ledt ofthe night with tne Stanley Manvells. Next 
fay they returned fo the stampede and the boys 
‘again made their tides, (No racora was made of 
‘ow well the Boys placed in the eompettion, but 
they did share some of the prize money.) Again 
{hat evening the dance was ot tobe missed, and 
Einatly, after mld night they al trooped home, to 
arrive Jast In time to help Mother Newnan with 
the chores. Ten to bed! wasnt along sleep for 
the girls because by then twas the 1st of July 
land they svere expected to play bal af the com 
‘unity plenle,whlen they did. Chub and Ray 
‘ond barely found the energy fo attend the ple 
fle dance that evening. Eaate didnt 

1 188 the gravel on Highway 11 stopped at 
Alhambra commer. During wet weather the 

Highway” traffic tacea many problems along 
tne fst west of the farmstead. Among. the 
Vehicles that were frequently stuck In the mud 
Were Sorenson's ‘bus, and the CADP. milk 
{ou which made daily trips fo gather ®-gllon 
‘cans of milk the gates of shippers from a point 
Several miles west, hauling them into Red Deer 
Tr was not uncommon to have some stranded 
Griver walk up to the house looking for help 
Somesimes @ team could. pall them ‘out, 
Sometimes they couldn't. At that time, the “bs 
‘vas an elongated four’ seater car. ‘This was 
probably the first step up from the sedan car that 
provided the original bus’ service. betweed, 
Rocky fountain House and Red Deer. It became 
‘point of interest to watch the vehicles chenge in 
‘ite and shape as the bus service grew. Anotnet 
Segment of Highway Il traffic that was In 
teresting to waten was the horse and. wagon 
caravans of native people who travelled east in 
the spring to work somewhere during’ the 
‘umanier, then tn the fall they headed back west 
fo thelr Feserves, 

Sorenson's bus service was frequently used 
by the famlly for shopping and visiting in Red 
Beer. The mile truck diver at dat ime was & 
very congenlal chap named Donald Luck. He 
tae not supposed to carry passengers Dui Ot 
fasionally he made’ an exception because he 
liked company on the Toad, and someone would 
caten'a rige Into the elty with him. Ths was & 
favor the family was able to return afew times 
When the rad fo the west ras so exceptionally 
bad that i was Impossible o haul milk over tt 


the truck swayed too badly through the mud, the 
fans which had to be stacked, would upset and 
Spill. When Don stayed at the Nesrman's over 
Digi, he would pitch in and give a hand with dy 
Ing dishes or any other household chore tant 
fame up. On one such occasion the family 
Tearned he could handle asat iron a8 expertiy a 
he handled the truck, After that, Chub never 
found it as easy’ to ast to have his good pants 
pressed, and eventually Re learned todo his own 
ressing 

"While the bus provided means for travelling 
to Red Deer, local shopping was done mainiy on 
horseback, or sometimes, by team and wagon. It 
Was not unusual for Margie to have everything 
trom sacktof flour toa kerosene eam laying over 
Gr hanging from the saddle, Two or three limes 
Margie or Mes. Newman roae to Rocky ith 
Slacks and Marie Davies when they were taking & 
fait fo’ market by team and wagon. In later 
Sears, after these ood neighbors had acquired a 
‘ar, the Davies shared many rides fo town 

"Thetr fest year inthe district produced many 
new experiences for the family. Aer freeze-uD 
Ine fall, Chub went out to tor In the loging 
‘Camps west af Rocky Mountain House. tas 
ough, hard work ut he enjoved tt and went 
back again the following winter. He taried In 
Teling how well his sid or Vogging team had per 
formed, 

‘Time and clreumstances effected many 
changes forthe family, with World Wer Il eau 
{ng the greatest disruptions, ait ald throughout 
the world, Through many comings and goings by 
the rest of te family, Ms. Newman was the ony 
‘member wo never let home for any length of 
time, She was a bard working, loving. and 

lable woman who faced hardships head-on: 8 
‘wonderfl ook sho could aways mae & tasty 
eal no matter how Limited ‘Ber. pantry 
provisions became. Hard work was not new fo 
Mable Newman, In the early years at Auburn: 
Aste, she had worked with her husband Jn the 
fletd while Keeping her house and cooking fo the 
family and hired men, a8 well as doing chores 
And ralsing her family. all thls combined ith 
the worry of Keeping the form going at ths time, 
fo doubt contributed toher declining health later 














‘Amang the changes that took place, the fam! 
ly gradually saw less of Dorls. and Raymond 
Nicholson, Raymond went back to work With his 
father and later entered military service, Doris 
twas married In Red Deer, to Gordon Towers, 
Dee, 27, 180, 

‘Shortly after Canada entered the war, the 
coldest son, €litford, visited at Alnambra before 
Teaving fo go to England, to jin the TLA.T. He 
‘Wanted to become a plot and at that limon for 
mal education was less than would be accepted 
for a pilot im the RCAF. “Cipper” was more 
‘mechanically minded than his cowboy brothers, 
He had been responsi for Keeping the od ear 
running walle ihe family Uved at Red Deer. 



















Some ofthe neighbors thore had felt that if the 
Bulok had had even parts of wings, would nave 
flown then. Cliford became a Spit Fire plot and 
fs the war progressed he was promoted to Flight 
Hieutenant During the Batlle of Bridan hs 
plane wat sot down over the Engtish Channel 
Ende was reported missing in action, June 198 
Hs body was tater found onthe coast of Holland 
land he was buried In.a Military Cemeter” out 
Se ‘of Amsterdam. He Was 25 Years old on 
Famuary 2, 19 

"Tne secénd 30a, Buster, also visited the farm 
for afew months in 1890, He aid not quality for 
fnlltary service because of a hip damaged in 
{il from a horse during his school days. He 
fetured to Alhambra afer harvest in 180. Als 
bride, Elsie (nce Ruud), had arrived before him 
‘They spent most of thé winter withthe Tam 
‘and’ added another ‘ew ‘member swhen thet 
‘daughter, Ariene Mae, was born in Rocky’ Moun 
{aln House on’ December 24, 190. When they 
Feturned to Vermilion they began farming on 
thet own. ‘Tey later had three more eildren 
Helen “leanette, born Tune. 11, 1943, Lela 
Marguerite, doen September 194i and ste Tr 
‘ing, born February 17,1916, Buster and Eisle 
Vislied Ainannbra with tele two oldest gris for 
Short time at Christmas in 1904 

Th the spring of 14, Chu was called nto the 
‘army's one month training progeam for 2 year 
tlds: About the time he would nave been 
Felessed, the program Was extended to four 
fontas, and then again extended to full du. 
While he was away. Margie became farmer as 
well as chore boy. Chub later transferred to the 
RICA, and while ne was traning asa Wireiess 
Air Gunger at Winnipeg, ne ‘eeame Ht with 
fheuratie fever and was hospitalized just one 
ook before he was to graduate with a WAG 
wing, He was confined to hospital for over she 
‘months and was eventually released from the 
Service early In 1045 with a medical discharge, 
fas.a result of damage to hls heart during the 

‘On November 6, 1941 Margie was married oa 
local man, Angus Macdonald. Mey went to work 
for Lorena Cooper, a widower with alarge farm 
operation south af Highway 11. On August 18, 
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Stuart found them to be special play mates. It 
Was not uncommon fo hea a bea squawking ip 
bpecaise he was steering t around the yard with 
{ving in each hand. They never learned to keep 
but of his reach and the odd one hed fo take up 
Swimming in the water trough, 

‘Muriel Cooper came to Alhambra in 1843, just 
atter she had completed high school. She had 
been born and raised in part ot New York City 
She came io vist ner greatuncle Lorenzo, and 
originally planned to stay through the summer 
fané then return to the U.S.A, to enter nurses 
{falning: Her stay grew in iegih as se found the 
‘country living fo het king. Although she ad 
ever before had the opportunity to ride 
Horseback, she grealy enjoyed the saddle horse 
AME. Cooper bought for het. Watching. Muriel 
learn to ride and handle “lacie” was great 
fon, Life was quiet for her around her uncle's 
home so she made a habit of riding Over to the 
Newman's on mail days and Sundays, Het sale 
and bubbly personality were always welcome. 
Her plans to return to school changed when she 
ret local man, Charles (Josh) Sininger. Even 
{Wally Josh followed Muriel back to New York 
Where they were married in 196. The) returned 
for vsis fo Alhambra ut nally setied ito far 
ming at Penn Yann, New York. They had one 
on, John 

"hen Chub came home from the Als Force, 
he was unsettled and not ready to go back to fa 
Thing steadily. He worked at various Jobs in 
Uitferent areas and came beck to help out at 
fimes, but aid not take up permanent residence 
at the farm again. In his travels he acquired 
fluthful old 1029" Chev car whieh he left for 
Margie ¢o use atter one of his visits. He spent 
ome of hs time back at Vermilion nd turned to 
‘chuck wagon racing with Buster 

‘Mrs, Newman sold the farm in 2946 t0 wo 
families named’ Robinson and Dolphin. The 
tives were sisters. These people were (0 take 
possession in the fall but a they Old not have 
fRnother place To lve, they moved in during the 
Stmmer'and used the upstairs portion of the 
House. The men-made use of thelr ime by 
Dullding anew barns one Marge wished had been 
there earlier 

‘rs, Newiman purchased another farm inthe 
‘Condor district, a half section, formerly omnes 
bythe Begg family, situated just east at the 
‘Withrow corner, on te southside of Highway 1 
‘The land was more open and the outbulldings 
‘were mote usable. Chub arrived to help with the 
ove and to pt In the erop in the spring. Setling 
Into the Condor community was very eae a8 the 
family already bad friends and acquaintances in 
the area, Chub's old ear made getting around 
much easier unit he at last took it to Vermilion 
‘wilh him, and where it too, gave up. Friends 
bien shared rides and It was sl convenient 0 
eaten the bis 

During the summers at Condor, the ball 
teams were again the centre of socal activity, as 























dances were during the winters. There were only 
hine ladies tn the district Interested in playing 
ballin the summer of 1847, but they were indeed 
Interested, Tere were no spares fo draw on but 
the team never was short a player for a 
Scheduled game, They also won thei share ofthe 
games which were played against Rocky Moun 
fain House, Alhambra and Eckeville. Some of he 
ladies would on occasion delay milking their 
cows until after a game, But no one would let he 
‘eam down, 

"Tals great team spit carried into the 
when they decided 19 put on a dance to raise 
Toney fo bay sweaters "The community hall had 
Taoked the care ot a cleaning committe for some 
time: a fact that was so noticable, attendance at 
local dances ad dropped off Because of the 
heavy dust ralsed by dancing. The ladies decided 
the Hall mast be cleaned before ‘thelr dance, 
nd so, the whole group gathered, armed with 
leaning equipment of all sorts do the Job 
‘They stoked up the lire and kept bollers of water 
hot while they atiacked in ful free, starting 
withthe windows and woodwork. Before they 
Were through, they had put seven cans of paste 
tax into the freshly’ scrubbed hardwood Lor 
Polishing the floor was accomplished by pling 
tne another around. on dry ‘mops: that were 
Wrapped in rags, The Nard work of the day went 
Uinnoticed because of te good fun and fellowship 
that went with It The ladles advertised thelt 
lean hall with their dance posters and had & 
‘Yery successful find ralsing. 
colt Bi Quenle Ford came 1 teach at the 

‘ondor School, She was a very aftractve Young 
ladys a fact that didnt go unnoticed by Chub, 
who was home for part of the fall, or by Dick 
Davies, who staved sth Chub for & short time, 
‘Through thelr escorting Queenie toa dance and 
Show, with Marge riding. slong, Queenie and 
Marge beeame good frends, Later; when a Prt 
day’ night outing lasted a Ite longer than was 
‘expected, Queenie offen stayed overnignt with 
Marge, so that the people she ‘boarded with 
‘would ‘got be. concerted. about the hours "the 
teacher’ was keeping. Queenie also became a 
‘welcome member for the bell team. Her many 
Telends were sorry to see her leave the flowing 
Sune 

‘Daring the winter of 1947-48, the ladles team 
again decided Yo ralse funds’ This time they 
‘Added ‘2 play t0'thelr dance. Members of the 
‘men’s team willingly agreed io felp cut. The 
Fesult wasn't the greatest theatrical production 
ver presented bu It was greatly enjoved, by at 
feast te east, tough the many hours they spent 
sn preparing for i 

Stuart reached School age tn 1948 His mother 
took him to the Condor seal and thought Re 
might be reluctant fo stay alone. Instead, he felt, 
Gutte at homes the ball diamond was situated i 
the schoo! yard and the ladies had frequently 
Played against the school team for practice, 30 
Young Stuart was well sequainted, He happily 











waved good-bye to his mother and it was she who 
‘was reluctant to leave alone, 

‘During the summer of 238, Mrs. Newman 
land Marge made the decision to move off the 
{arm and Into Red Deer, The farm Was sold to’ 
gentleman trom Wetoskivin named Pearson. It 
‘vas with some great regrets that preparations 
Were made to leave the community, although 
‘Marge was not unhappy fo see the en of milking 
ows. Friends held farewell party én te con 
‘unity halt was asad moment in ime for the 
Fly, when Hija and Balle Syren sang "Now is 
the Hour" ‘The move back to Red Deer was 
made in November, 188 

Tn 185, Chub was married to Ruby Hartley, 
who had ‘also lived inthe Alhambra. district 
although he had not known hor t that time. They 
eventually setted Inte farming In the Rimbey 
lisiriet. They ad two children, ‘son, Roget 
Allen, born February 2, 851 and a daughter 
Karen Gall, porn January 3, 1988. Roy Allan 
(Chub) Newman ‘succumbed to the heart 
damage he suffered during the war, September 
22,"1858."He would ‘nave been 38 years old 
September 30. 

‘Mable Francis Newman passed away in Red 
Deor at 7 years of age. (Jantary 25 1888 Apri, 
197). 

‘Albert John Newman lived in. Vancouver, 
B.C. for many years etore he passed asray at 
years, (October 2, 1890 November 19, 19) 

‘A this writing, Buster and Elsie Newman are 
living In the town of Wainwright. Taey sil False 
atl on part of hele original farm 

‘Margaret (Marge) Macdonald is stil ving in 
Red Deer and s employed with A.G’T, Her son 
Stuart i living in Calgary and is employed ax 8 
Sales Representative for Labatts Brewery 























OLSON, EDWIN AND MICKEY FAMILY 

“My parents, Mr- John 8. Olson and Martha 
ison Game west to Rockford, Washington, a 
Small fown near Spokane, fom North Daxota 
About 1904 At that me there were two ehidren, 
‘Alma born 1902, married Everett Foreman who, 
as. young boy, had lived in Leslevile, They 
Have three etlldfen Shes a widow now living st 
Redmond, Wasbingten. Norman was’ born in 
1903, Carl tn 1905, and i, Edwin tn 1907 

Tn the spring of i810 we came to the 


ls 1.8 Ose meted i he Hon! da, 




























homestead in the Horseguard dstrict, SE-3-8. 

‘On July, 
the family 

We all went tothe Little Horseguard Sehoot 
for’ our early education. ‘To complete thelr 
Schooling. Alma, Carl, and Angle vent back 10 
the USA, and made fheit homes there 

Carl and his wife, Hazel, had one daughter 
Angie and her husband, Chester Sctilen, had 
free daughters. Angle died as a result of car 
aceldent tn 1965; Cart dled in 1960, 

“spent trom Apri, 192610 November, 1981 at 
‘Toppenish, Washington. I came home fo spend 
‘he Winter with inlentions of going back tn the 
pring In March, 1982, Dad passed sway sudden 
Ia the ege of 66 years. Norman and t farmed 
fogether util 1946 when we dissolved. The 

partnership. Ebought two quarters of te Byram 
farm where sil live, Bigs043. Mother 
pasted away in 1960 atthe age of 8 years. Nor. 
han farmed the home place until he sold it tn 
1p, He lived Inthe Rocky Mountaln House until 
his death tn 196, 

‘During the years I spent in Washington I met 
dred (Mickey) Thompson. As Thad decided to 
Stay on the farm she carne up fo Canada with my 
fixer, Angle. T talked her fato staying. On the 
4nd day of October, 1882 we were married. At 
{nls me the Depression was realy geting bad, 
the cheque for a five gallon ean of cream was 
bout $145, We managed to get together three oF 
four cheques, took off on s Honeymoon in an old 

‘Puddle Jumper" Model T Pord that Uhad pald 
sisfor andbrought up om the U.S.A. Westaved 
Svernight in Red Deer, and came home the next 
‘day as that was all our Gaances would allow. 

‘phylis was born in 1083. She is now Mrs. 
utred Bolzer. They have two daughters and two 
Sons. They lve In Calgary. Delores was bora in 
1967, and ts now Mrs. Donald Armstrong. They 
ave one daughter and one son. They five ih 
exvlle. Our gies wen to he Little Horseguard 
School until we moved tothe Alhambra dstret 
inst, 

Tn 92 I walked the four miles trom the 
bomestead tothe Alhambra school as there were 


1910, Angie was born, completing 











teed Ein oa 9 


not enough students to warrant a teacher for that 
term at the Littie Horseguard School, The 
Depression years were very hard on everyone, 
5 all our Bard work could nol produce much 
money. We sla 2100 pound hogs for 1.85 a hun. 
‘dred ats for ¢a bushel, No.1 imothy hay 3014 
for $0'a ton, baled. and loaded Into a car at 
Alhambra, eggs sold at Sea dozen. A yearling 
falfnad very ite vale, so was kept nil t Was 
two or three years ald 

Th 1085 we sold slx three-year old steers and 
tree yearling ealves. We gota cheque for 92.77 
for the nine Read! in those years all the eatile 
Were kept in the bara through the winter, so we 
{did a lo of shoveling for what money we gol 
‘Trapping a few coyotes cach winter brought 
‘mare clear profit at $5 and $5 each. They helped 
fo'pay’ the axes more than once. 


OLSON, RUNE 

TRuné Olson was raised in Saskatchewan, 
where, in 1D, he joined the Armed Forces 
UUpon feturning from overseas in 1945 he came $9 
kill and purchased the Sodler farm, SW 5 
39 WS 12 miles south on the Diamond Valley 
Toad, He brought his parents; Me. and Mrs. At 
‘id Olson from the prairies the same year. His 
‘ister, Hivera, also! came west and worked in 
Eekvite for a ime, Eekvile being the closest 
fown for doctors, hospital, mall route etc 

Tater, Rune’s parents started work at the 
Raven Trating Store where tune met Doris, te 
Youngest daughter of Noah Heare, on whose land 
ine sore was focated. Doris, her {wo sisters and 
{wo brothers were raised In the Raven distr! 
Tet father used team and wagon in the early 
ays to transport grain and hogs to Hespero. 
‘There he took the team tothe livery barn for & 
feed and rest before starting on the long ‘rip 
home 

Tn 852 Rune and Doris were married and left 
shortly affer for the oll elds arcund Devon, 
Inter moving to Drayton Valley, asthe oll elds 
expanded, They went (9 the farm only fo putin 
hops and harvest ther, 

“hus after being back onthe farm a year 
they sold it and moved to Red Deer. Here they 
fo1 back into the oll patch. ‘The two oldest 
fhlldren, Teresa, and Ronald, started and 
finished school in Red Deer 

‘After commuting back and forth in 
\Willesongreem Bckville and other ol elds they 
‘eckded in 1971 to move to Alhambra to the farm 
Ni 12314.5, they had purchased a year earler 
from the Van Darimes Earley residents were 
‘Mr Macintosh, Hartley’s and Palsley’s. 

‘Here Mr. Olson kept on ith his business and 
farm. The Youngest Olson, Kerry. moved wit 
his parents and started Grade Tat David Thomp- 
Son School, completing school ia 877 and Is now 
femploved in Red Deer, Teresa got married in 
187d and is now living in Vancouver. In 1973 
Ronald came home to work with his father's 








‘Since moving here, natural gas has moved 
Io most rural and urhan homes fOr healing, 
placing propane, ol wood and coal stoves and 

‘As 187 draws to an end, a sour odor Is in the 
air, coming from 4 gas well ot of control inthe 


Lodgepale area, “The. low’ ceiling in the at 
‘mosphere Is careying the fumes many’ miles in 
(very direction, as the wind changes: They are 
hoping to get If capped by Christmas, 


‘THE PATTERSON FAMILY PRAIRIE ROSE 

The Patterson twins, Leonard. and van, 
‘came out from England in the spring of 1907 
‘They had attended Dr. Fry's senoo! tm England 
and came to fs farm east of Red Deer, to learn 
Canadian ways of farming. They did ‘not stay 
‘here for very long, comming Out west and Eling oh 
land there. Eventually, the family came, Air 
and Mrs, Leonard Patierson, ealph, the els, 
Dolie (Aanie) and Katie, aid the young som 
Leaman. They’ settled on young Leonard's land, 
Inthe Prairie Rose district, where a very cons 
{ortable home awaited them. ‘This homie they 
called "Shendish, after the one they had left in 
Hecttordsire, Ralph's fiancee eventually came 
(ut from England and they setied on is land, 
{eo miles ors, south-west of “Shendish™ Talpt 
And his wie, Emmnie, were married inst, Luke's 
‘Churn, Red Deer, By now, the bey farmed ex 
tensively for those days as Franke and his fater 
fled on land in what is known as Alnambrs ds 
{niet Mr. Patterson's land eventually was sold 
bbecome part of the village alstret. Nir. Pater 
Son, irha had een in il health for some time, 
{ied inthe early part of 1914 

‘Warld War T'was to Interfere seriously with 
‘he qulet family Ife ofthe Patterson's Leonard 
Joined up immediately. Later on, Leaman joined 
the second C.MLF.'s, in Red Deer. Annie Pater: 
son, who had been teaching in Red. Deer, 
‘utried Sergeant Frank Holt of the second 
CMER's. Leaman was kiled in action, June 2, 
1816. Sometime later on, Frank Holt was also 
kllea in action. BY this time, Leonard had been 
{tice wounded, and ster belig hospitalized fora 
oasiderable time in the south of Entland, was 
Seturned to Alberta, Bran had folned the 201th 
Battalion and left for overseas December 3816 
‘With some others ofthe 2th, ne was transferred 
fo the th CRT, and shen the war was over 
eturmed fo Canada, the spring of 119. 

During thelr later years, the eldest son, 
Ralph, and his wife Emnle, enjoyed living Ih 
Kaslo, B.C. Ralph and his wite are both buried 
there: Leonara who stayed with his sister, Mrs, 
Holt, during: the last lliess, buried in Red 
Deet ‘Cemetery. Frank, who had) married 
Elizabeth Mesion, September 1916, on his return 
overseas service, resumed farming inthe 
Alhambra district. "They maved to Rocky Motn- 
{in House, where Frank became Juste of the 
Peace and later, Magistrate for a number of 
years Tey had the pleasure of celebrating thelr 














Golden Wedding, September 1965, with thelr 
{amily ana friends. The last of the Patterson 
boys, Frank died February 4, 1968, and was 
Buried in Pinegvove Cemetery, Rocky Mountain 
House, 

‘aiph and Emme Patterson had tour 
ctularen, Len Is retired fom the R.CALP. and 
lives in Regina, Saskatchewan, They have to 
daughters, Helen married and lives with her hus 
‘band Stuart Dick, in Lacadema, Saskatchewan 
Ater a Jong tines, Helen led about three years 
ago. Alec and his wite, Florence, stil live on 
thelr ‘ranch, at Clarestolm, ‘and he savs hes 
Semb-etired. ‘They have a’son and daughter, 
Ralph and Pat. The youngest of this Tamil 
Jane, was from some years, a nurse In the 
General Hospital, Vancouver, 8.C, and married 
Charles Lacrue. They have one daughter, Anita, 

‘Kalle Patterson who taught for many’ years, 
married Henry Ludwig. Atter retiring’ from 
Teaching at Medicine Hat, They moved to Vie 
torta, BC. Mr and Mrs. Lugwig have both 
passéa.away~ Mrs. Ane Holt ts the sole sur 
Vor ofthe family. The Frank Palterson's had 3 
{and atuanter, Leaman and Frances 
‘Leaman became a prisoner of war. after Dieppe 
ig World War I, Shorily after‘ returning to 
Canada he married Joyee Ambler, of Cochrane 
They have four chidren James, after extensive 
‘avelling, has returned ta Canada, Dales nthe 
Navy. ‘Theresa (Terry) is martied. With (wo 
fnldren and Grant is a photographer on the 
Campbell River, B.C. "Courier" Frances 
Patterson married Wesley J. Teskey, and they 
have five children. Four of tnem are groven up 
and teaching. The youngest, Christine 1s stl In 
high senool. Grandmother, ‘Mrs. Franke Patter 
Son, sill quite active lives in Rocky Mountain 
House, enjoying friends and very often, the com 
pany of grandenildren and great-grandenildren 








MEMORIES OF EARLY DAYS — by Mrs 
Prank Patterson 

Tr might be interesting to some fo remember 
‘whal feaching was ike In he early day'sin Alber. 
ta. The province was young, many people with 
young families were {ing'on land, 80 r¥r3) 
Senoois were built and teachers were in demand, 
My rst school was a log schoolhouse In The 
Beaver Flat District, This wasn 002 The pupils 
‘were ehldren of people who had moved fromthe 
United States. and Britain. After finishing. 
Calgary’ Normal, 1 began teaching at Beaver 
Flat School In the spring of 12, the secretary 
belng Tea Frodeen’ and the chairman, Oseat 
Etched. There were five Sims enldren, three 
Marshall children, andthe three Gatiney 
Children. The Turton cildcen sere also pupils as 
teas Eile Washburn, also Cissy Rodgers and 
‘ges MeF aul 

"The three R's were stressed. We put in full 
hours of study sith a morning and afternoon 











recess and a noon hour where sve had luneh in 
School oF out-of doors it weather permitted. In 
this group, we had some good singers and allen 
jaye Phvs. Ed, sometimes taken out-of-doors. 
We were fortunate in having @ well-on the 
rounds and the eloak-room was atthe entrance, 
the boys naving one side, the girls the other 
Some of the children rode Rorseback. Most of 
inem walked, sometimes barefoot, because 
Beaver Fiat roads in those days were occasional: 
Ip under water. Lpreterved fo walk the distance 
‘arn my parents" home to school, a distance of 
bout tio-anda half miles, and I'eut through 
few fences, craving under. through, or over 
Ihichever Was easiest. Asin all the beginning 
fchools, we certainly could have used more 
ieary books As the years went, Tlnow ths 
wes remedied, The salary for teachers, those by 
gone days, sas generally $90 per monih 

ater,’ teaching at Bingley School, 1 
remember ‘Ethel and Jim Stewart, Prank 
Leregard, Joe, Mabel and Norcls Mannix, Lempl 
ake, Mary Mikkela-and Wenn! Kohtala, also 
Jeste Nielson, J. W. Chrfstian was seeretary and 
‘Sigura Sande was chairman, Kindly JF. Boyee 
was then our Inspector af Senoos. He would 
arrive by bugey and fear and had the pleasant 
Knack of putting pupils and teachers entirely at 
fase. At Gaetz School we had some big boy's and 
fs, soto brighten things, we all took pact In 
leaving away quack grass along the front fence, 
fachng the main road. Spades. and rakes wer 
trougat from home, This profect was worked on 
alter lunen each day. Somehow oF other, we ac 
{ured many” packages of flower seeds. The 
Fesills were certainly geatfving. Our Inspector 
fame out to visit the pupils, admired the lovely 
firai Border an returned so0m affer totale 2 
photograph, whieh was published n the AT. 
Tnagacine. Needless to sy, the pupils felt amply 
Fevtarded: This would be’ around 115. By this 
time, we had faltly good roads but in ain they 
were muddy. So T bought “Prairle Bell boots 
to get back and forth too to school. They were 
havertsed in Eaton's catalogue. in this schoo) 
were children of families that came from Ger: 
many, Austria and. Norway — quite an in 
Teeesting challenge here to teach English! 

‘World War 1 years saw quite a few of the 
young men enlisting tn the Beaver Flat area 
Young Osear Litehfield, Paul Frodeen, Claud 
Sims and Billy Rodgers went Overseas: Osear 
Titebeld $ras sent home and died In Red Deer 

ly Rodgers was iled ine 

‘severely wounded, remained in 
Enoptal for-many’ months and Paul Frodeen was 
Kiled fn action a few hours before he signing of 
{he Armistice. Alee Green, son of MPs. Bert 
Hllvert was one who returned sately 19 alberta 
He masried ‘one of my Beaver Fist pupils, 
Mama Sims. George Meston was also ane of the 
forimnate ones whe returned home safely. He 
Thatried Violet Innes and later, opened the store 
Mane 























PRENTICE AND COWAN FAMILIES — by L. 
As Prentice 

After living in the Sylvan Lake district for 
years I took my family to Manitoba for 13 years 
Where 1 worked for the Manitoba Paper Co. of 
Pine Falls, manufacturers of newsprint paper. 
‘Our ast chil, Sisley Elizabeth, was bora there 
fariy in 1945, We alnendy had five born back here 
In'Averta, 

‘The tug to home overcame the two oldest 
entidren and ton, our fest born, and Bis 
Sister, Thelma, returned to the home place of 
‘Thelma's new husband, a quarter section along. 
Highway 11 halfway between the Condor cornet 
fana the Alhambra coraer- Alton and Chester 
Miller ran a small sani eutfing lumber for 
‘Various people af the district, and farmed the fev 
‘cultivated acres onthe farm, Thelma’s husband 
Chester, bought Mir. Bennet's farm an the creck 
two miles north, With is bulldinge onthe north 
‘hore, the Miller's decided to trade in Leslieville. 

‘ton went fo Syivaa Lake meantime, and he 
‘ed suddenly there in l836en Good Friday. After 
fhe funeral the rest of the family wished to be 
hack in Alberta so, during summer holidays of 
the year "58, we returned to live In Lesievile 
where Thad bought a house from Walter Bunch, 
Ray Bunch's nephew. Later Mrs, Prentice and 
took over Allan Seoit's butcher shop and our 
daughter Shirley started attending the David 
‘Thompson High School located on Highway 11 
and the four Cowan children, our three grand: 
fons and one granddaughter went (0 Laslieviie 
Elementary’ Scho! 

Mrs. Sunde of Alhambra was one of our 
daughter's teachers at David Thompson High. 

After Airs, Prentice’s passing, at Christmas 
lime in 1983, became involved in atatming vet 
{ure with Earl Miller unt his passing in January 
‘of aa7. At that time I went to Caraine to Work 
My daughter, May, and ner daughter, Dorothy. 
stayed on atthe farm located one mle north and 
‘ne mile east of Alnarsora and Dorothy went "0 
David Thompson High School 

Now May Is it Taber, and Dorothy Is going to 
the Red Deer College and the youngest Cowan 
boy, Ronald is operating the arm. 


THE FRANK SCOTT FAMILY—by Joyce 
Temike 

MMs. Agnes Annie Scott (daughter of Allan 
and Eleanor Kirkham, nee Pieree) was born 
December Ig, 1882 at 190 Elliot Sit. Preston, 
Lancaster, England. She had {wo sisters Mrs 
Margaret Crossley, who died September, 165, 
‘of Bunt, and rs, Ethel Citerae, nove 8, ving 
4 White Rock, B.C, bath born In England 

‘The Kirkham farly in Bagland ran a general 
store and meat market as Mr. Allan Kiskham 
Wwas.a buteher by trae, 

Mise Agnes Antie Kiskham married Frank 
‘Scott who was born In 882m Preston, Lancaster, 
England, on October 3), 1905. Frank Seott was 
also'a buteher by tvade In England. Frank had 





























two brothers, Willam Seott of Calgary, now 
feceased, and Mark Scat of Indian, both of 
Whom were born in England: 

‘ur. and Mr, Frank Seat had three children, 
Mation” Seat, baptised. September 18, 1908 
Margaret Seoit, born April Tt, 1810, and Allan 
Scot, bora Jantar’ 3, 7914 Marion lived only un 
age seven. Margaret Scott married ‘Tom 
Sielfox on November 5, 1945, and had one son, 
‘Tom, born In 1919. Margaret passed away 18 
196 age 5 

‘Allan Scott married Margaret_(Pegey) 
Selon of Rocky Mountain House in 190, 10 
‘whom three cilldren wete born: Joye, August 
12, 194), Margaret, October % 1944, and Bret, 
‘Te 12,1967 Foyes married Hugo Lemke in 954 
‘and to ths uoion three elldren were born! Lin 
da, Bran, and Teresa, 











1m 1918 Mr. and Mrs, Frank Scott came to 
‘Manitou, Manitoba and then moved to Calgary 
fora short while, before another move lo In 
nlstal Their daughter, Margaret, attended 
School at Tanisfal, where the family lived for 
early 10 years 

In 1924 Mr, and Are. F, Scott bought a farm at 
Alhambra: NCE, 7385W3 trom Andy Lenon,a 
‘bachelor, who homestended the land. Mr. F. 
Scott farmed this land and carried on a butcher 
Ing trade too, with whleh the entire family 
helped. His soa, Allan, Was taught the sills of 
Duteneving by his father, Frank, who had been 
Well trained in England. Margaret worked for 
Sam ‘Emmerson who had a general store in 
Alhambra, She took over the post office after 
fire. MeGrath and she held that position for 
‘many Years. Her good sense of humor and happy 
Smile Will Tong be remembered, 

"a 1945 Mr. and Mrs. F. Soot gold tele farm. 
to Allan and moved to the coast, Margaret also 
‘moved to the coast where. she married Tom, 
Stelfox. They ran @ general store in Vancouver 
for several years, Frank Scott passed away in 
84s an a result of a heart attack 

















His grand-daughter, Joyce, will always 
remember the ime on the Alhambra farm, when 
‘She had left her rag doll of the Ritehen Table 
Ditrng te short while she was i the other room 
Grampa Prank) Scott applied mustard 10 the 
Seat of the dlls “Undles"» On her retur, Jove 
‘vas dismayed when he asked ter why she didnt 
hange her do's dlapers more alten! 

‘Me and Mire. F. Seott ned purenased their 
first team of horses irom Henry Stelfox of Rocky 
Mountain House in 1824, They were heavy 
English work horses known as Shires. irs. Seoit 
‘was very capable of handling and driving the 
horses, as she had done It in England. Thor frst 
factor was a 1580 McCormick Deering. Allan 
purchased his first truck, a Model A Ford Plek 
Ein iss. 

‘Mrs. Frank Scott was always known for het 
lovely ehlexens In fact itvsitrs came and she 
‘wasn’t Inthe house, Prank would advise ther to 
oand ook inthe chicken house! It used 0 annoy 
Franke when she would feed his good seed wheat 
to the chickens! 

Sunday's were special days on the Scott farm, 
as friends and neighbors would drop in to play 
ards or sing songs. Frank, Alan and Margaret 
‘vere all musical Frank and Allan played violin 
[ind gultar for community dances. 

‘Allan and Margaret altended school tn 
Alhambra in the early 190s. Two of tholt 
feachers were Temple Cravord and J. Hicks, 
‘They rode two ralles 10 school on horseback 
whenever the weather wasn't 100 miserable 
‘When Peggy and allan ved on the Scot farm iy 
the late Toin's, Jaye walked the two males 12 
school 

‘Around 1950, Peggy and Allan sold the Alnams 
bra farm and balla meat market ia Leslieville, 
‘Allan did alot of custom curing and was asilled 
feat cutter, The entre family helped withthe 
business, and Joyce and Margaret finished their 
Schooling in Leslieville and David Thompson 
High School. Allan had fhe meat business for 
about twelve years, then deeded to return fo far 
fing one section of land whieh te owned 
fortheast of ‘Rocky ‘Mountain House. He’ and 
Peggy bullt a new house on thls farm (the old 
Hall place) and lived there a few years, then 
‘Allan’ sold and moved to another farm he had 
urchasedelght quarters In all—about twenty 
Falles northeast of Recky. Allan lived on and 

ed that land unl his passing on November 
ST, age 63, of cancer. His mother, Mrs. 
Agnes Annie Seott had lived with him on this 
farm for two years prior to belng in a nursing 
home in Ponoka fr to Years belore her passing 
fn April 8, 19t4,age 2. 

Allan's passing rings a sad end tothe Seot 
family story, but the Memories of these four 
‘wonderful peopie—Mr. Frank Scott, Mis, Agnes 























‘Annie Scott, Margaret and. Allon, wil ring 
Smiles tothe faces of those who knew ther for 
‘many Years to come. They were all kind, 
fumrcus, good-natured, hard working folk 











THE SI 
MacDonald 

"me Sininger family came to Canada in 1812, 
first to. Bassano, then Midnapore, Calgary, 
Wiki, Saskatehewan, and finally setled in the 
Horseguard district In April, 118. We walked 
fee ad one-half miles to school whieh Yok us 
bout one hour. We dida’t mind, reall as we 
‘ways met the von Hollen’s and others along he 
oad and it was good company. In the winter our 
[tenes froze, but no problem: we'd put our pails 
Under the wood stave and by noon they" be 
thawed again whieh was a real fun time. 

‘My dad (Agustus or Gus as he Was called) and 
tne other neighbors worked out part af thelr fax 
tsb bullding the Foads Which were over aot af 
‘muskeg. ‘There were five in our. family, 
Florence, Violet, myseit (Evelyn), Joh (S) 
fnd Chasles (Joan). the latter two born in 1918 
{December) and 1834. Tovas so glad the war as 
ber so they mouldn't have to Join up but they 
‘rere both averseas inthe second World War, 

Tn the winter the men hauled posts and 
‘arewood to Alhambra which Charlie Raine and 
Sam Emmerson bought to give credit for 

‘At that time Alhambra was quite & thriving 
ine place. On dhe eastside of the street Was 
CCharle Raine's store with the dance hall above 
Joe Sullivan's pool hall and barber shop (whieh 
later moved actoss the street where Ray Harris 
live now, he Addy Hotel (onthe lot where Chap: 
‘man's now live) then a dry goods store, next 8 
house where the elevator man and his family 
lived and a big house ontop of the hil wich was 
(Chante Raine’. On the south sireet was Sam 
[Emmerson’s store whch had the pos office and 
ing distance telephone (ater the telephone ex 
Change), Mr. Lessing's drug store and Ray Ad 
(y'sstore, Across the street were the blacksmith 
Shop bull by Tim Kirby and a big warehouse 
{hat was Sam Dickson's store and later Henry 
‘on liens On the west side was a restaurant 
Sod. my dad's Narness shop. 

‘Chie ‘MacDonald and ty dad were on the 
senual board the teachers got only about S100. 
month and af times there wasn't enough money 
Inthe treasury for that 

‘New Year's night eas a real highlight at the 
Chie’ ith all the food, the Chlet playing the 
bagpipes and tee doing the Scottish dances that 
thoy taught us, Another highlign was the st of 
Say plone in Alharsbra and the Christmas con 
tert in our senool, 

Ten there were the wet years when one 
could’t get the rain of he elds a8 the binder 
Sod horses would bog down. Somehow we eame 
throught 

Ten came the hungry 90's and the war. 1 
bought a smail house tn Athambra for 823. at 
$35. month and nothing down. I married Jock 
MacDonald in i831 and our soa, Rlckard, was 
born n 1943. Jock went overseas and came back 
Ini. in 1947 we bought the old San Emmerson 





INGER FAMILY—by Evelyn 

















store, then bulll a store Just out of tocky Moun 

fain Howse in 1955, and Sod 1 1965. 
‘Richard married Jeansle Steenson la 1966 

‘Tuey now have tio boys and ive In Red Deer. 


‘THE ROBERT SMITH FAMILY 

[Robert (Bert) Smith came to the Alhambra 
astifet with nis parents in 1912 at the age of 1, 

ils parents, Robert and Barbara (nee David 
son) had farmed for many years In Scotland 
Before bringing ther amily of seven to Canada. 
Rabert Sr- had been known there as “Rabbit 
Robbie" because ofthe many rabbits he trapped 
fnd cold. His wife was referred to as "Butter 
Babble" as she made and sold. butter. ‘The 
Smiths homsteaded the SE 4-385°W5 and in 116 
bought the SW 2395-19 next to the hamlet of 
Aihambea from Prank Hall, They bullt anew 
home’ there and. moved inio {tin 1919. "True 
Ploneers, they were popular in the community 
Biss Smith had been a midvtte m Scotland and 
Continued ner work here, delivering, many 
Babies "There. were many happy memories of 
‘ays when large eroveds gathered st the Seaith 
ome to celebrate Burns’ Day and dance fo the 
‘Wee hours of the morning. Mrs. Sith dled in 
IMT at the age of 79 and Her husband in 1895 at 
the age of 9 

“ot thelr children, Chares, the oldest, marzied 
Lili Bair of Condor. He was an engineer and 
‘worked in mies and mails In various places, 

James was in the pollce fore for many years 
and was a magistrate in Red Deer before his 
‘death in 1954 He had married Isobel Thackeray, 
‘school teacher at Alhambra, 

George operated the garage at Leslievile for 
‘amumber of years Before moving tothe ol elds 
Insoathern Alberta and then to Beachland, B.C 
His wife is Mary Spackman Of Okotoks 

William married. Leslieile gir, Francls 
Hammond and lived and taugat setool In Red 
Deer for many years. Now retlred trom 
{eschlng, he lives at Three Hil. 
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Barbara, who married Harry Simmons, 1s 
now widowed and living with @ daughter at St 
Albert 

“Jesse and her husband, John Leslie, now both 
deceased, farmed at Leslieville. They had five 


thikdren, Ear Flora, Jack, Bill and’ Leonard, 
{Uzonard and his wite, the former Jenny Keniusis 
‘of Condor, now live oa the frmiy farm with thelr 
ve enliven 

Robert (Bert) was the son who took over the 
‘smith farm on the retirement of nis parents, He 
continued to live tn the Alhambra gistlet and 
‘work haed fr the community unt his passing on 
Det. 51977 In 1940 he married Mabel Wilson of 
‘Alhambra and they’ had too ehlldeen who stl 
five in the Alhambra district. Their, son, 
Franklin, mafried Marlene Howes in 1979 and 
hey Have two sons, Ryan and Logan. Daughter 
Heather, in 198, married George Loomer and 
they have three sons, Derek, Roger, and Trevor 

“Along witn the atners in the area, Franklin 
and Heather took thelr schoeling at Alhambra 
and were among the first stugents (0 attend 
David ‘Thompson High School. This school 
brought together students trom avery” large 
farea, ad needless to say, had caused much ds: 
Sention in the area, First there were arguments 
for and against centralization. Then there were 
arguments as to where a centall2ed high sehool 
Should: be ‘ullt as schools then existed at 
Leslieville, Condor, and Alhambra. The problem 
wes resolved by placing tt between all three 
reas, along Highway I: Clases started in the 
fl of 1987 with a lot of very thrileg students 
aNenaing 

Following school, Franklin took up farming, 
taking over part of fis father’s farm, Heather 
Attended the University of Alberta and returned 
fo the area a8 a teacher In 196), teaching fest 
Rocky’ Mountain House’ and’ later at David 
‘Thompson High School and at Condor. 








"THE JAMES WILSON FAMILY 

James and” Alice Wilson (nee Ewan) lef 
Scotland in 1904 with thelr nine ehildrem. ‘They 
Arrived in Canada and setted in southern Alber 
traround he Picture Butte area ‘where they 
ftemed for 10 years before moving north to the 
Atambra alstriet. A 10h child had been added 
fo the family by then Mr. Wilson passed aveay it 
1865, shorly after they hed moved To the area. 
‘The farm was carsied on by Mrs, Wilson and 
‘ons Ed and Franieuntl they moved toStetler in 
the ties 

Frank by then was married to Shirley Mor. 
limer of Rocky and had brought over an 
English bride, Alison Winton. Son Jim also 
farmed inte area Until he sold his farm to Wren. 
Palm (111s now oecupled by H. Nicolay.) One of 
the eidest-daughters, Allee, married Charles 
Frasier and the lived in Alnsmbra for anumber 
af years. They bullt the garage in the hamlet 
Mabel married Robert Smith and Is the onl ons 
Of the faraly stil residing in the district. The 





Youngest daughter, Bila, married Alex Polit, 
Uso af Alsambra. Tnese members of the tamil 
long eth BU Annie, Violet, and Clara. are 
Scattered throughout B.C. and Alberta. Mrs. 
‘Wilson passed aveay in 1873. 








{THE STOLTE HERMAN FAMILY 

The Stote family comes. trom Overs, 
Netherlands. Following the hardships of the Se 
cond: World War there was great uncertainty 
About the economfe situation in Europe and a 
massive emigration began. As an ageal for 
(Canadian Pacific, Herman Stote care into con 
fact with many inmigrants and son May, 195 
he followed the trend and came to Canada with 
his Wte and seven litle eildren 

‘Nine days by boat, four days by train and the 
Stolte family arrived in Lacombe where two 
brotters was had emigrated betore World War 
I awaited them. These brothers had purchased 
{ iaem for Herman Stole from John H, Jones at 
SAW. 6855 but, naving bought It in the winter, 
they! didnt know what the land Was realy like 
Herman Stolte was greeted by the expected 
bush surprised by the swamp and welcomed by 
Shouse anda few outbul 

















The frst few years, (very wet) were spent 
draining swamp and clearing land. Herman was 
‘ery appreciative of the warm reception by his 
few neighbours and the advice of Havelock 
Sioan on how to farm "a Ia Canadienne.” The 
English be had learned it Holland was soon 
Azmented by interaction with Ns neighbours 
nd nlldren’ who began. attending “Alhambra 
School. The efldren started sehool dressed I 
Duten shorts and long socks but they were well 
Accepted and soon learned the language and mew 
Gress code. In September the boys returned to 
School tn long’ pants. 

At tls time (151-52) travel was dificult due 
to construction on Number 11 Highway west to 





Rocky Mountain House, The ebildven often had 
tobring back groceries and mall from Alhambra 
by busen their way nome trom school, The faa 
IV also remembers long trips to Rocky when a 
ow Ten ile trip to church could nvolve driving 
through Lesttevite. Along with other tamales (n 
Similar siralts, they took luneh with them and 
ret socially between services, Mrs, State stil 
Femembers the hot chocolate and stacks of 
Sandwiches she prepared each Sunday morning 

‘Aller the first four Years, the hardest adjust 
‘ment and work was over and the family could 
enjoy anew Canadian-born son, allan, The farm 
ontinued to prosper and eventually launched 
the eight ehiidren into the world on thelr oven 

denny ‘studied a year at the University of 
‘alberta and then taught in Lacombe. She soon 
inoved to Ontario where, in 1895, she married 
Harry. Van ‘Belle, now a psyenologist in the 
Fraser Valley. 

‘Alber! was the only one to continue farming. 
After working with his father, In 1973 he bout 
his own farm two miles west of tie Rome place 
ind married Leona Vander Woude, 

‘Arend graduated from the U of A and began 
teaching. Edmonton. He married Geraldine 
‘Nyland, a teacher in the same schoo, in 1958 

ky studied belefiy at the U of & and then 
went fo work In a material sore in Ontario En 
Feute she met a Canadian solder, Cit Goebel, 
‘hom she married In 195 

‘Gerile graduated form Royal Alexandra 
shal of Nursing in Edmonton and worked there 
Ii she met end marsied David Geonge in 1968 
He ts now an air traffic controller in Grande 
Prairie 

Beriha graduated from Calvin College in 
Michigan and then taught In Edmonton where 
sheet and married Bet Van Een, raring 
carpenter, In 

Herman also graduated from Calvin College 
and taught blefiy in Edmonton, He married 
Grace Hoekstra in 1976 

‘Alan went from his father's farm to work at 
Van's Sausage Company in Edmonton 

‘AS of 1, the Stolte's have 1 grandchildren 














SUNDE, THE KNUT AND ALAA FAMILY 

‘lms Loulse Sunde, the second daughter of 
sind and Sigurd Sande was born October 15 
{813 on the homestead. When she was four years 
oid fhe family moved io the fart one-hall mile 
Scuth She took Grades {through 8a the Beaver 
Fat schoo. In order to continue her edication 
she went to Bingley, Lesleville, and Red Deer 
Where she graduated in 199. Aficr her one.Year 
Teacher ‘training, 19881884, she applied for 
Several teaching positions advertised tnroughout 
ite provinee. Four of her applications were 
Accepted and ahe had to makeup her mind where 
She wanted fo teach, She decided fa teach inthe 
Alhambra Sehool Disrit No, 2900, After marry: 
ing Knut Olav Sunde, December 71, 1940, she 


resigned the following June and they llved In 
Aikambea 

Knut as born in Olden, Nordtjord, Norway, 
September 29, 1910, on a farm a few miles fram 
the Briksdal Glacier He attended the seh) in 
{he distri and helped with the arm work, 
Which included milking several goats He helped 
ful he last part af the mountain tral tothe 
Chace 

Th March, 129 he immigrated to Alberta and 
worked on farms in the Duchess ares in the 
Summers and in the timber area west at Rocky 
Mountain House in the winters. at Calders: te 
camp at Horborgy he hacked Ves for 19" each 
the following winter at Jack Allen's camp, he 
hacked ties for 7¢ each. The Depression had hit! 
He alco hacked tes at Edson, While In iis area, 
he and a fiend designed and built a motorboat 
the "Viking", intending to travel to Yellowknite 
‘ia the MeLcod Fiver and the Athabaska River, 
‘After reaching Chisholm, they abandoned the 
"Viking" with ts broken propelior: Knut went t0 
‘work building and repairing elevators ia Alberta 
‘and British Columbia, 

‘At he outbreak of World War Two he did 
carpenter work atthe Cutrie Barracks, Calgary 
Sand then Bult hangars at the Penhold Training 
Base. After he married Alma, he worked at the 
Army Camp in Red Deer. in the winters he 
loaded ties at Rocky Mouniain House, Ferrier, 
Horborg, Pnoenlx, Lamoral, and Saunders, 

Ta 1942 they purchased the SW, and the i of 
N Wiy-8-393.05 from Hudson Bay’ and tals land 
had fo be cleared before any farming could be 
one 

hut and Alma have one son and three 
augers 

‘Allan James married Wanda Lynn Gordon 
‘They have two daughters 

Sonja Arlene married Keaneth Robert Twel 
‘They have ane daughter and one son 

‘Audrey ‘Kathleen ‘married Elmer Harolé 
Bratiberg 

Carol Lovise married Arthur Leonard Jobs 
‘They have one daughter and tin sone 

‘helt first child, allan Jemes, was orn 
March 19, 192, at Rocky Mountain House. The 
following September, Alma returned to teaching 
a the Alhambra sehoa for five years, Svantild 
fer sister, worked for her looking aiter Alla, 
Sonja Arne, onen Augue 22040), and Audrey 

Kathiees, (born August 12,948). Both Sonja and 
Audrey were born in Rocky Mountain House, 
During this me, Knut operated his own te 
‘camp, prop camp, cleared his landy and. did 
‘general trucking. ven in 194, he got work in 
Nordegg, tucking and doing eazpenter work at 
themine. The following Year the amily moved to 
Nordegs but they lived there for les tana year, 
Thelt third daughter, Carol Louise, was bora 
July 23, 189, tn Rocky Mountaln House 

Knut continued working out doing carpenter 
work and trucking’ on various Jabs as well as 
farming. The Sunde family was very Inevested 




















Jn the Rocky’ Mountain 41 Beef Club, The four 
children took at active part int and Kut was 
tne of the alrectors for'a while. in 1953, Alma 
Fesumed teaching at Alsamra for fwo years, 
then at Rocky Mountain House 

‘One ot the ighlights of 1957 was the family’s 
four-month tip to Notway fo visit relatives 
Knut and Atma spent holidays in Norway again 
in iid and in 19 

Alma resumed her teaching career in 1958, 
{his time at the new David Thompson High, To 
furtner her teacher tralning she took summer 
School courses at U. of and attended evening 
lasses held in Red Deer, When she received het 
BAEa degree In 1960 she was a grandmother! 
































nt at David ‘Thompson for more than 16 
ears and retired in Tune, i 

Knur's ‘Centennial project was to com- 
memorate the Voyageurs: Canoe ‘vip from 
Rocky Mountain House to Montresl He and Mr 
J.B. Killick trucked a large sock, with a bronze 
Piaque suttably inscribed from here fo a site on 
ihe Expo Brounds, Montreal, Eleven more pla 
‘ques were placed around the base ofthis rock 














‘ne plaque for each of the ten teams inscribed 
‘uth the names of the paddlers, and another 
plague for the Canadian Army 

‘Fora few years, Knut and Allan operated the 
farm together, as well as working out. 19 17 
Knut left the farming and carpentry buslnesses 
fd setup an aluminum awning shop Is Kelow 
ta, B.C. Alma joined him after retiring trem 
ching but a year ago they moved back fo their 
tome in Ainambra where they presently reside 
Again, Knut has taken ‘up carpentry and has 
‘tonked on diferent construction jobs 

Knut enjoys hunting, ishing, boating, skiing, 
and skating. Hs hobbies Include working on ite 
athe and gardening. Alma’s interests include 
seediecrat, reading, and travelling 








SUNDE, ALLAN AND WANDA FAMILY 

‘lan James is the frst child of Kut and 
Alma Sunde. He attended sehool in Noreegs. 
Alhambra, Rocky Mountain House, and David 
Trompson High where he graduated 

Allan's keen interest in anima led to bis ac 
livemembbership in the Rocky Mountain House & 
H Beet Club whieh cominued throughout his 
fenoal years, When he frst joined the Club he 
tar one of the youngest members. His 
nthustasti pariteipation won him trophies and 
prizes several. times, Including reserve’ and 
rand championships ofthe Club. Later Ne was 
fhe club leader for few years 

‘ater graduating from high school, e attend 
athe Southern Alberta Institute of Pechnology 
Where he studied. Petroleum ‘Technology. He 
Worked’ on oll rigs in Alberta, Saskatehewan, 
Quebee, snd British Columbia, Before he 
Aeeided'to farm the "home place”, he spent a 
ear at the U. of A, Edmonton, enfolted in the 
faculty of education 

in 168, Allan married Wanda Lynn Gordon of 
entley Alberta, Wanda has her BE, from the 
UofA; Edmonton, and has aught mathematics 
fn schodls at Grouard, Rocky Mountain House, 
find David Thompson igh 

"rhey have tivo daughters, Theresa (Ter?) Lee 
orm January 23, 1089, and Lori Rae bora 
December 29,197, 

Besides al the work involved in thetr “cow 
calf” operation on tele farm, Wanda finds time 
{ldo some substitute teaching and Allan is again 
‘Tieader ofthe Rocky Mountain House 4 Beet 
‘Giub. Both of tem ae actively involved in the 
Alhambra Community Centre, and have served 
ina number of executive postions 











{WETT, KEN AND SONJA FAMILY 
Iniiday roads in August set he Stage forthe 
fot Sonja. Arlene Sunde. While Knut was 
lailempling to navigate Tarough the mud to the 
Rocks Mountain House General Hospital, Alma 
‘almig"" brought forth thelr fest daughter. 
With sien a auspietous beginning, Kau decided 
That she should take tename of «contemporary 











celebrity, Sonja Henle, the Norwegian figure 
Skater 

Sona attended school in Alhambra from 
Grades 1 through 7. Among her fondest recalee 
tons of this time was bob sledding down Grand: 
fa and Grandpa Sande's ill a Beaver Flat 
[Before road construction altered the landscape 
fhe, het brother Allan, and her three cousins 
David, Agnes, and Harold Sande would carom 
wildly down the mlte-ong hil. Another memory 
She recalls ls Grandpa Sande's raspbersy patch 
ff wide Tenown, Grandpa Sande personaly tn 
Strueted each prandenild In the fine arts of 
Faspberes pleking. Memories of freshly baked 
bread and ‘pungent eoftee aromate emanating 
from. Grandma Sande's.kltehen sill create 
{elings of home and comfort to Son}, 

Grandpa Sande was an avid fan of £11 Beet 
clube, Each year Sonja would buy her calf from 
bis Hereforoherd, and was quite atten successful 
Invweinning the grand championship of the €10 

11965, Sonja attended schoo! In Rocky Moun, 
tain House for hwo vears where she completed 
Grades § an 9, 

{mn 1967, the family visited n Norway’ and upon 
their return, Sona entered schon! at David 
Thompson High 1 finish Grades 10 tarough 12 
School was made more pleasurable since the 
Davia Thompson High Schoo! was newly opened, 
Grandpa Sande was s prime instigator of the 
onstruction of thls new school, andhe was diy 
Honored at Its opening’ ceremonls. 

Sonja, her brother Allan and sister Audrey 
would indulge their Grandpa Sande In one of is 
Enworite pastimes, paving "Smear". Sonja and 
het other sister” Carol, enjaved riaing. thelr 
horses. ‘They would make frequent Journeys to 
their Unele’ Bud and. Auatie ‘Svanhld's farm 
three miles away, Aunte Svanhild became so ae 
ustomed fo these early morning excursions that 
Sheinevitably seta couple of exira plates at the 
breakfast table 

Sonja left f0 attend the U. of A., Edmonton 
where she completed her B'Se. In Household 
Economies and her B.E3. degree. 12 186, she 
Accepted her ist teaching position at Grout 
Alberta. Her future sisteriniaw, Wanda Gor 
‘on, whom she met while aftending University 
‘so taught in Groward that Yea 

“The nest vear, Sonja moved io Lacombe to 
conganize and. insiruet the Home Economies 
‘program inthe Lacombe Compose High Sehoo 
nto, she became engaged toa fellow teacher 
Ken Twelt, whom she married on July 20,18 
Tey purchased a farm five. miles west of 
Lacombe where they’ stl reside. On January 4 
1st, Anasina Kathleen was bora to Yhem® and 
fone’ year later Rovert Kenneth arrived on 
February 17, 1975, 

Sonja is presently teaching half-time at the 
Lacombe Junior High Sehoal, and Ken i st 
teaching Business Educatton’ at the Lacombe 
Composite High Schoo! 

"They both enjoy olin thes 


























ing in the winter. Combined with these activites, 
fegeting and operating thelr farm, they emai 
‘ite busy 

‘Ken Was raised in Stettler, Alberta where his 
parents) Barney and Frieda Twelt, owned a 
Farm. They are relied from farming and spend 
thet winters fn Phoenlx, Arizona 


ARELIN VON HOLLEN FAMILY. 
Arelin was born July 28,299 at Butte, Alberta 
and is the oldest son of "Ted and tiliian Von 
Holen. When he was approximately three and a 
half years old the family moved fo thelr present 
location om number eleven highway-Lealevie 
commer. He has five brothers and one sister 

‘Atage nineteen Arelin bougt the former Cat] 
Lachmund quarter and has lived there since, In 
the spring of 1987 he married Fay Knapp. Fay 
Was born a Hartline, Washington, U.S-A., May 
10, 1848, and moved with her family tote Condor 
district inte fal of 196k where they settled on 
the Walter Sheppard. quarter. Fay's parents 
Marvin and Tootsie Knopp have nine children, 
five gets and four boys. 

‘arolin and Fay Rave four children, two boys 
and tvo girls; Arlene is fourteen, Kleve hirioen, 
Jesse eleven, Darren seven and all are stil af 
home. Each child has’ special sl or ability 
that imakes him unique as is the way with 
ellen the world over. 

“The tamil lived in 12x 48 house composed 
of three granaties Hooked end to.end unl the 
Spring of 1972, when they moved part ofthe old 
Hock Mountain House Hospital onte their farm, 
‘They are sill Inthe process of renovating and 
Improving ther nome. 

‘Aral. enjoys curling and pitching horse 
shoes. Fay’s nobles Include gardening, planting 
trees and rock hounding. The family enjoys 
Hsing’ trips, swimming outings, and’ visiing 
ther family groups 

They farm ina very small way and Arelin 
works Out af outside jobs perlodiealy, They en. 
Joy a'very simple but satlstving way of le 
von HOLLEN, FRED AND LILY — by Margaret 
Cochrane 

Fred_and Herman von Hollen came from 
homesteading in Landa, North Dakota to 
Homestead in the Horseguara alsriet in 1908, 
followed by Fred's wite, ily, and two children, 
Margaret and Sopble a few months later. Fred 
and Herman shipped to carloads of machinery, 
furntuve, cattle snd horses 

‘When they lett Landa they drove 20 miles to 
Portal, where thelr belongings sere inspected 
before being loaded on the railway eats, Upon 
Srriving at Red Deer they loaded the hay rack 
With heir tousehold etfeets and equipmaent in the 
Way they mad loaded It at Landa. But the im- 
passable road from Red Deer west necessitated 
Unloading things "at seven different places 
long the way before they finally arived atthe 
homestead, While all the necessary Belongings 
were in transport, Lily and two girs ved with 

















Karl von Hollen in North Dakota unit word 
arrived for them to come. Fred and Herman 
lived in a tent while erecting theog house on the 
homestead. ed and Herman's mother care 
too, but she did nt stay very long. Tne very frst 
spring on the homestead a garden was pis 
and produced very wel. The hand.dug well was 
riobed with sawed planks and 16 feet deep, It 
Was used a8 a cooler for the cream cans, 8° It 
Took a few days toil the eream can since they 
‘ia not have many’ cows, Lily made batter in a 
big wooden barrel churn and it was taken and 
Sold in Red Deer whenever & trip was necessary 
to get supplies, which wasn’t very otten as fhe 
trip take three days. When the railway came 
Uhrough in 19d, Lily asked W. E. Lord of Red 
Deer, if he would buy butter for hats, for the 
aes nthe fay Lor coe and 
ily’ printed butter whieh was duly shipped 10 
him and in exchange the hats came 

‘New family members. were added, Annie, 
Eugene (Gene), Herman, Lily, August {Gust} 
Hilda, Willa and Lorna (tris), Lorna deceased 
‘and Anthoay (Tony). Mrs. Anna’ (Grandma) 
Tung ‘attended at ihe bleth of wight of these 
children, When Fred made the trips to Rea Deer 
for suppites, Lily couldn't stay alone ail these 
thee davs ‘with (wo small girls, and do the 
chores, looking after pigs, cflckens, and alle 
four cows, Her first helper was Ethel (von 
Hollen) Walsh, only seven years oid, but ly 
sald she was @ Wonderful helper. But Ethel was 
heeded at her home so Lily's sister, Elizabeth 
[’senmuna, eame from Germany in i8t0 fo help 
Fred and ily. Ellabeth married Herman Yon 
Hollen. Other” helpers at this time were the 
‘Morgeaw iris, In 1812 Liy's sister, Sophie 
Oppel, with her tito bovs, eame from Germany 
land she stayed and helped Lily for over a yea 
Titer, she Homesteaded in the dati. 

[AS there was no sehool, not even a schoo ds: 
tule the downstatrs of the George Walsh Rouse 
as used as te st classroom fora few months, 
The teacher was Chester Plank who came fram 
Nova Seotla, and when he went back there for 
Christmas he dled ef a heart attack. Ten there 
was no sehoo! until ihe Litle Horseguard Schoo! 
‘ras but and opened ia 1812 with Hiram Hicks 3s 
the trst teacher. The fst teachers only taught 
there as long. a8 the taxpavers’ finances per 
mitted which often meant that there was oniy 
School for a few months of the year. In 1205, 
‘Alma Clark was the first teacher that got enough 
‘wages fo be able o pay her board and room out 
tit Before that time the teachers gots sel sum, 
‘ot money plus room and boerd, 

tn 182 the Camy did the Janitor work atthe 
‘school. Phe pay was $5 per month in summer and 
‘tin winter — the $2 extra was for lighting the 
fires early and carrying In the wood. The old 
‘wash basin Was accompanied by two or thtee 
Towels a eek which the janitor haa to wash. The 
School was thoroughly scrubbed fie a year and 
the foar thoreughly oiled to keep down dust 























At that time Grade 8 wrote Departmental Ex 
sminations andthe teacher, Violet Jenson, trom 
Innisfail gave extra tutoring during noon hours 
thd after schoo! 

"There was no shortage of food as they had 
big garden and the vegetables were wintered in & 
food root cellar until the new house Was bull in 
{INE Lily and the girls eanmed many Jars of wild 
(rultsuch as. Faspberries, blueberries, 
fiskatoons and also different’ vegetables. 
Snunkraut was a “must” so lt was made every 
fall and then canned. Rabblts were plentiful and 
Ih season so. were prairie chickens and. par 
‘idges, whieh added raeat tote mend. 

ih 1017 a new large house was built, This 
home Served many purposes: wedaings, all the 
six Fred von Hollen daughters were married in 
iis nouse and’ so were some of the relatives. 
Social activities were often held hete, too! 2 Big 
‘verandah relieved this large living foom of Is 
umiture Leaving space for dancing and games. 
Funerals were aso Reld in this home for the 
following: Lorna von Hollen, Fred von Hollen, 
Ray von ifolen, Sophie Oppel, Karl von Hellen. 

Rev. Andrew Hjortaas tas the frst pastor is 
this strict, He drove from Sylvan Lake with @ 
team and held services in the Litle Horseguard 
School. He was followed by Pastor Thies trom 
Morningside who eld services every two weeks. 
The church congregation was Inaugurated. as 
the Immanuel Lutheran’ Chureh in 1927. The 
fist ehureh for is congregation was but on 
Highway L.A tow years later services were held 
fs Rocky Mountain House at the Sevent® Day 
Adventist Chureh. Then anew Immanuel 
Latheran churen was built In Rocky’ Mountain 
House and services are held there every Sunday’ 
‘The following. children of Fred and Lily von 
Hollen sil ive in the area and belong to this 
‘hurch, Margaret, Sophie, Aale, Eugene, Her 
man, Gusty and Hilla, 

‘iargaret married’ Willem Cochrane and 
they nave tree children, Lorraine, Malcolm and 
Angus, Lorraine married George Slecallum and 
fhey have elgh! children. Maleoim married 
Anita ‘Andersen. Angus married Gloria: Nottot 
tnd they have two sons. np 

‘Sophie married James Hussin and they have 
faree™ sons, Kennett, William and, Vernon 
(deceased) Kenneth matried Marla Kunderka 
fod they have two sons, bul the Younger son 
pissed away with leukemia, Willam married 
fovee MeCalla and they have four cildren, bul 
isaren was dragged to-death by a horse 

Anale married Max Hansel and they have five 
clldren: Bernice, Dean, Laurine, Steven. and 
Arlene. Reraice married Doug Meston and they 

ve one daughter. Laurine, married Willam 
‘MeNatt and they ave four ehildren, Steven and 
June have two sons. Arlene married Edward 
Hammond and they have thee children 

Eugene married Bernice Cole and they have 
one daughter, Jeanne, sho marzies Gerald de 
Wing and ths’ have one daughter 
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Herman married Hildur Nelson and they 
have four children, alfred, Beverley, carmen 
fand Wayne, Allred married Dorttea Oito and 
they have two sons 

Tily marsied Joba (Jack) Leslie and they 
have one son, Gerrie, Gerrie and Lena nave 
{hea hildren 

“Gusty married Gwen Johnson and they nave 
three etildren: David, audrey ana Karen. Davia 
Married Linda Songer. audrey married Ray 
Bott and they have two children 

Tilda married Rev. Alfred Miller and they 
rave three children’ Carol, Ronald and Debbie 
(Garo1 married Norman Saar and they have three 
ehiiaren, 

‘Willa married Walter Miller and they have 
twoctlldren, Myraa and Dens, Myrna married 
Gordon Penter and they have fwo daughters, 

"Tony married ‘ean Dory and They have To 
cenilaren, 

Fred von Hollen who was born March 19,879, 
fn Bremen, Germany, married Lily Lachtaund 
‘3808 

Fred died September 20, 1857 

Lily. was born in Bremen, Germany on 
‘November 7, 184 

ily von tiollen dled January 17,1963 

Tily Leste dled July 39,2978 





WATERFIELD, WM. AND FLORENCE, 
FAMILY 

MY name Is Bill Waterfield and T have my 
wife, Plorenee, daughter, Evelyn and two sons, 
Roger and John. I moved rom Calgary 1 
‘Alhambra In August, 195. We live on Ike old 
essing place on the north side ofthe tracks. So, 
being a neweomer I don’t have too much histor 
Phave the trees planted arouna the acre and 
Some day hope fo have a very ale comer. have 
two ducks, wo gees, two guinea fo, a few ra 
bits, and bantam chickens and also one goat. T 
fam’the caretaker at the David Thompson 
School: fam very happy I'm bn the country and 
love my nelghbors all around me. 








WATTERS, PETER AND ALICE FAMILY — 
(By Allee Perlehe) 

in 10, Peter and Alice Watters arrived in 
Canada from the county of Armagh, Ireland, 
With tle three children, ‘Micheal, Mary and 
Rose. They first settled around the Lacombe dis 
tele, where Peter worked with te rallway at 
Clgwely and at the experimental farm In that 
rea. However, the quarter They farmed was 
‘ery swampy and things weren't working aul 0 
Initps they moved tothe Ridgewood area, where 
they’ farmed for eleven years. In March, 1298, the 
family moved again, this time to the Alhambra 
district, Peter bought 2 quarters of land from 
Goonge Farrington, NW 7.48.3.W5 and SE 12386. 
WS. By thls time many things had happened to 
the family. Four new members of he family aa 
arrived: Peter, Alice, Johnny, and Melachy. The 
tldest daughter, Mary, was married ang in 191) 

































the second oldest daughter, Rose, went east to 
join the convent in Ottawa, Ontario, Mike was no 
Toner going to school by the time they moved 
‘Alnamnbra, he was out working. Tie ony two Bo 
ing fo school were Peter, who was in Grade 8 
and Alice, who was in Grade 3, he two Youngest 
boys, Joni’ and Met were sil bales at home, 
Some of the teachers tarough the years. that 
faught the Watters” endldren were: Miss. Alma 
Sunde (Mise Sande), Miss Stage, Miss Kennedy 
‘nd Mrs. Allan Seot. One of the highlights ofthe 
Exmily was in 1858, when Peter Walters wen! (0 
Eximonton with his class to see the King. and 
Queen. For ths occasion, 2 special train was 
Sent out trom Red Deer to Rocky Mount 
House, so the ebildven and thetr escorts could be 
ransported lo Edmonton, 

‘On November 25, 191 Peter Watters Sr. dled 
at the age of 63 years from cancer. Fer many 
Sears he had suffered and during this ime, 2 
Heighbor, Mrs. Bil Cochrane, would help alice 
‘Watters administer the medicine ne required. He 
‘was buried at Sylvan Lake 

This left Alice Watters with a farm to manage 
and five enidren to feed, So Mike and she con 

ined fo farm and manage as best they could. 
Allee Watters was a very well xed person and 
even though times were hara and as Sick as she 
‘ras, no one ever left without a cup of fea and 
Something to eat. She had beautiful wavey red 
hair hat staved rea il she died. At as ime the 
Dos also started ullding a nev house to replace 
the log house they lived in since settling there, 
‘The youngest daughter, Allee went {o train for 
nurses algal the C-N.A. schoo, in Calgary. She 
trained in many hospitals throughout Alberta 

















and in 1951 she was called home to look ater her 
other who was very slog at this ‘ime. Grandma 
Watters never did see the new house ihe boys 
tere building because in September, 2951, she 
aled from cancer at ie age of 58 years. She was 
flso buried at Syivan Lake beside her husband, 
Peter. 

‘This left the four boys at home batching 
Since Johnny and Melachy were only 13 and 15 
‘years old at this ime, it was thought they would 
io to foster homes. Son order tha this woulda’ 
Rappen, Margaret and Harry Manning. 
neighbors atte lime, went {0 Castor to talk f0 
Rose Waters, who was, at tls time, Sister Alice 
ft the eros, atthe hospital In Castor. Tt Was 
fleeided that she would come home ad look after 
the two Youngest boys, so they wouldn't have t0 
fot foster homes, tn 1052, Rose Watters, lett the 
onvent and came nome 1 Alhambra The vears 
were eventful and there was never @ dull mo 
tment with the boys around, In 106, Rose gota 
fo atthe Rocky Mountain House creamery tl 
the spring of 1957, when she went to work for 
Luawig Construction as a cook. Also in 1857, 
Sonny and Mel went to work for Mel Laydon 
Construction where they acquired the ex 
pertence tmat helped them later on. Pete and 
Mike worked in Sush camps, Mallet Construc 
ton, oi igs, ete 

‘Maret 1, 861, Rose Watters married Arnold 
aster) Bye of Hanna, alberta. They reside in 
Edmonton, where Buster works with Union 
Tractor and’ Teose Works at ® government 

‘Mary Watters, the oldest daughter, married 
Jacob oth of Red Deer" in 1898 In i9t they 
moved from Red Deer to Salmon Arm, Eitsh 
Columbia where they are stil living today. They 
have five children; ‘Theresa, Frances, Dennis 
Amy, and Fileen, All but two are married and 
live in Brlish Columbia, Eileen Is attending 
College in Calgary, and Denis fs also i Calgary 
‘working 

‘Alice Watters married Ed Periehe of Dover: 
‘cout on Apri, 195. They farmed in the Dover. 
‘court gistelet for 2) Years before selling, the 
farm. ‘They now reside on an acreage outside of 
Rocky, Mountain House, ‘They. have. four 
ftnldveng Jean the oldest is masried to Larcy 
Bola of Fort Macleod. Larry works for Alberta 
Government Telephones, and Jean Is an assis 
fant accountant with the Treasury Branch in 
Fort MeMurray, Alberts. Gordon Is working 
veh Quinn atthe Aguitane Plant 0 miles west, 
of Rocky Mountain House). Linda aitends 
follege in Red Deer, and Brian will finish grade 
12 this year. 

Mike Watters Is married and has two 
children, Colleen and Davey, both ave stil gong 
to senooi. Mike works around Rocky Mountalr 
House and-area with heavy’ duly equipment 
Also, Mike aeqatred the old fart In Irland thai 
tas never sold when Grandpa Watters eame to 
Canada. 





























































































Melachy Watters married Karen Campbell ot 
Red Deev on April 1988, They presently vein 
Mletleine Hat and have ‘hee children: Shel 
Kelly and. Dennis, ‘Shelly attends allege 1 
Medicine Hat and the {Wo boys. stil attend 
‘chool The boys are very involved in hockey 

kan Walters married Donna Helkkinen of 
Benaltor and they have five children; Danny, 
Lnree, km, Carrie Lee, and Lesle Fae. Danny 
le tinished school and Is apprenticing In Ted 
Deer, for a carpenter? the four gles st attend 
Schou ony works with heavy duty construc 
flow and Donna works in Rea Deer. They reside 
in ttre, Alberta. 

Peter Watters married Claire L'Heureux on 
January 23,1860, Claire's fist busband, Henry 
[iteureux dled from a heart attack leaving het 























See aa ee eee me Me inane et pM ov i 
eet ee tat oes 

Se ee ane ch Carpe oes 

OE ee ae ee; grounds. Viet and her daughters payed onthe 
Rey tage ie or Cay Ele aot wa tun, wl the" ove aged 
See ee ea ca incin es. Welty sa tal 

ae ee eee et and Vi snide tre and moved 
Fee ore te a tond Deer nhs tn vedo seven years 
Se Ee ee meee ROE rae han reves al an bt 
Hee oe eerie pe teses Mg ove Soc altars nd 
se Tae et ets ues, Baronet ine satel sow tere “tok 
EOS ue Pes a oe Eee Lapiny and W's Gener Sire” 

RE Mate pase yet Se fy MN ft, Jon dled of a hart at 
tas an rage agai eer he ome tack and ie Yuin barepnrd. cemetery 














enamed “VF's General Store 
WOLFE, JOHN AND VIOLET ‘Ren Martin alone time gave Vi a barn cat, 
islet lzabetn Von Hollen, daughter of whieh was her eoastant companion for several 
Henry and. Emile Vo Hollen of Alhambra years. Although the eat would not enter the store, 
fnateled John Gustav Walt of Swalwell,averta It would sit by the door and “greet” the 
ta November 24,1992, Following thelr tharriage customers. I finally became land had fo be put 
they farmed there until 192, and during this 10 sleep. 
tine they ive sons and three daughters were The close-knit family Keeps Jn touch with 
bons to ther. ‘hele mother. and helps her out whenever the 
Tn 1940 Tey sold their farm and purchased eed arises. Eileen married Tommy Thompson 


‘von Hollen's Store” in Alhambra, situated on 
‘Block M3-38-5:V3, whieh then beeame known as 
‘Wulff General Store, This store burned in 197, 
Bat thanks toa very supportive and cooperative 
Community, it was rebult In a matter of six 
fhonths. Wie in Alhambra the fammly took 88 
tetive interest (y community affairs, partielar 
iin sports, Tom kept the rink read) for skaters 
fod the hail ready for partes, and helped 
Srganize ‘sports and look alter the sports 





















from Entwhistle in 1953, They have three 
elldren and now tive in Elnora: Connie (Ns. 
Steve sehifiner of Stetler has one son. Betty 
(irs, Dave Boulton) of Lousana tlso has a som 
Pat Hazel (Mts, BIM| McDonell) of Bekvilie has 
four children. Stan mavried Betty ‘Lowe of 
Blackfals in March, 155 and they live In Red 
Deer. Belty 

and Stan works in veal estate. The family con 
sists of Vivien, Rodney, Ginn and Barry. erty 


‘married Phylis Scot of Rldgesrood. They’ Sst 


in Red Deer apd had two sons, Kevin and 
ier they divorced and Jerry mariied 
ardner. They now make thelr home 
In Grande Prairie. Viola (Mrs. Jerry Fidler) 
lves in Red Deer. They have four sons and wo 
daughters: Bruce, Darrell, Biake, Bradley, Det 
bie, and Cheryl. Roy martied Carol Hollenbeck 
of ftldgewood and they had two elaren, Kelly 
Sand Clinton. Later they" divorced and. Toy 
‘arsied Sharon Dorchester of Lone Ridge, 
Wetaskiwin, where they now reside, 
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ANDREW SCHOOL (District No, 2652) — by 
Argtte (Linder) Gale 

‘on January 13,1912, seven people Interested 
fn bullding a school inthe Gilby alsrlet me at he 
ome of Tom Sven. Under the chairmanship of 
Frank Lee it was a unanimous deciton that 2 
School district be formed. The following persons 
Were nominated as trustees: ‘Tom sveen, Wr 
Indrew and Kari Linder, Win. H. Lee was ap 
ulated seeretary 

Ta Mareh 1912 8 meeting was called for the 
purpose of borrowing 850 f bud the 24" by 20 
Radrew School, to purehase two acres of land 
‘whlek vas to be braken, seeded and fenced and 
Te purchase schoo! furnure. Tals loan was to be 
Fepald in 0 annual Installments With interest not 
Iovexceed 8 

‘Tue land was broken by John Liner, using 
tre oxen, and took one week. The lumber was 
tauled from Jabez MePherson's mall in Lockhart 
district, also by oxen driven by Mr. Frank Pike, 
Sr ana Mrs, Kemila ult the school for $15 
Chale put tn the windows while Mrs, Kemila 
Sigled the Toot 

‘Many important deestons were made at the 
board meetings, not the least of whieh was thal 
athe January 1915mecting therate of axes Was 
fevat eam sere, Tenders were ealled annually 

















‘Boya Toman Ean Linger. Second ow" Rett Liner Ey 
Soe pea 








‘or supplying 10 cords of wood and the cleaning 
of the schoolhouse, Frank Palm repaired the 
Senool fence with tence posts costing 7 cents 
ect, 

Teachers were the heart ofthe school system, 
then as they are today. Mise Lockhart (Me, 
Norem) was the first teacher hired. Mrs. S 
{lethal Sambrook was the second feacher ofthe 
‘schoo, appointed February 15, athe nate of 
2 day. ‘She twas followed by 2 succession of 
“edicated men and semen who let thelr maze 
‘the lives of the children and the community 
that they served so falthtuly. 1 fel fo the last 
Teacher, Mrs, R. (Betty) Andres, in 1950, 10 
close the doors of the Andrew School, {hereby 
losing a era. The following fall the eistett 
‘children were bussed Into Eetulle. 

To recal some ofthe happy school memories 
twas decided to hold an Andrew School reunion, 
Under the ‘capable and enthusiastic chair 
rmaaship of Vivian (Forsell) Ogilvie anda co. 
operative steering committee, this proved a 
Fesounding success, when around 200 residents 
gathered atthe Gilby Hall on July 3, 1972 Julien 
Stmbrook and Bavin Linder sharing MLC. duties 
‘moved the interesting program along to ls con 








clusion of animated conversation with ald schoo! 
pals and friendly teachers, The teachers present 
Were: Mrs, Norem (Miss Lockhart), ars 
Baldwin (Lisa Lundberg), Mrs, Crawford (Anna 
Liner), Mrs. Pound (Nellie Ashley) ana George 
[Hoorman now Dr. Boorman of Rimbey 

All who were a part of the small schoo! dis. 
tricts, such as the Andrew School, feel a tug of 
ostaigia. af thelr demise; and’ one can. be 
grateful to have been a part of that wonderful, 
Time in our histor 


ANDERSON, HERB 
Herb and Shey Anderson, both from 
Bentley’ area, reated the Wayne Stopsen farm 
five mlles nottheast of Eekvile for taree years, 
before buying the SE 6413.5 in 898 tom J, 
Broutoot When they came to the Gilby district 
they had three chllaven ~ Greg, Darey and Jac. 
‘gueline. Two boys, Wendell and Roland, were 
Sorn ater. "They built thelr present home In 187 
‘Upon selling thelr propery, Jim and Dora 
Proudfoot maved to Kelowna, B.C She had fama 
Iy les a Kelowna and had ved thelr previcusy 
sim was from Saskatchewan and has passed 
The Anderson family lke to have a part in 
‘community activities. Herb 1s an enthusiatle 
hunter and Shirley has enjoyed playing on the 
Eckl Ladies’ Softball Team for the past 15 
‘Greg and Darey live at home as they are 
employed at gas plante ‘nearby. Jackle as 
‘Worked at varlous Jobs since completing Grade 
Ir in June 1907 











ANDREW, WILLIAM AND ALICE. 

Wiliam Andrew and Alice Lee were married 
‘in England on January 7, 2856 

‘i 105, they immigrated to Canada with four 
small children — Elizabeth (Ciss),, Frank, 
Charile and Pryce. With ther on the same bost 
‘came Mrs. Andrews parents — Mf. and M 
Sonn Lse: her two brottiers — Bill and rank 
Lee; her sister Polly and husband, Ernest Brad 
bury swith their hwo sons — George and Fred 
fand her sister Edie with husband: Harry 
Battersby 

‘Aller 32 days on the boat, they landed tn 
Halifax, then came by'traln to Lacombe, which 
Was the end of the rallway’at that time. Traine 
‘moved so slowly then, that often the men would 
Jump off to gather firewood to bura in the 
Seiler’ car stove for eating Water, cooking and 
rami 

‘They all eventually tok up homesteads in the 
aby distr, 

‘The Andrews! familly spent the frst yearn 
Lacombe, Mr. Andrew took employment sith 
Bil MeDermia, who was then In the dzaving 
‘business, In 196, the family moved tothe George 
Garries' farm south of Benley, where they were 
‘employed, Telr daughter Ethel was bora in Ju 
iy. Hoth thelr first ela born in Canada, 











































A. yeat or two later the family moved to their 
homestead on the NW 441-3,W5 inthe Gilby ds 
trlt, Its believed thatthe lumber for thelr frst, 
home was hauled by team from Cummings rll 
Which Was located near Gull Lake. Logs were 
used for the barn and other buildings. 

‘When the firs few aeres had been cleared, 
‘with an axe and grub hoe, a team consisting of 
Horse and a white bull was used for breaking the 
land, Oats were seeded broadeast and troze 
‘before ripening and was cut by hand fo provige 
winter feed for the few head of stock, Wild hay 
Was also used for winter feeding. In those eaiy 
‘Years, the rabblts were so numerous That feed 
Macks ‘required fencing, as they. would cat 
much of the precious h 

‘Prairie chickens and partridge, being very 
plentiful, provided many dellelous meals when 
ther meat was so searce. Fishing ~ mostly at 
Wood Late — was usually good and Was 3 
weleome change in dle. 

Three children borm. after moving to_ the 
homestead were Gladys, ayihe and Roy, 
Selivered by Mrs. Tom (Mary) Sven, Who Was a 
‘ers dependable midwite; willing to assist in any 
Slreumstance. ‘They lived on the corner where 
Tom ‘thomas now resides, 

"Tne need for a school as evident as the dis 
trict beeame more seltled and a meeting Was 
Held about Ist to bepin fo organize and plan for 
Pulling and location. The sehool grounds were 
Fist plowed and disced by Jokn Liner using three 
head of oxen. ‘The lumber for the schoo! was 
hauled by-exen trom Jabez McPherson's Ml 
Which at that time wes located in the Lockhart 
‘istrict. "The school was frst opened in 192 and 
Was named “Andrews School District” for the 
‘Andrew family. The first teachers, from out Of 
ihe alstrict, also boarded in their home 

‘With a6 ‘community center, socials and 
ances were held in Homies, ones that could 
provide enough space. Theve were also plenies 
the summer and sksting parties onthe rivers in 
the iter 

The Androw family were active in helping 
withthe bullding of the Gilby Hall, contributing 
any hours of voluntary labor. The hal was first 
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opened in 1921. Their support continued 
tHroushout the Years they lived in the area 

‘Mr. andrew was an enthuslastle gardener, 
bt not being famine with our Alberta climate, 
had some disappointments in the frst years. 
Winter and frost came so eariy one fall that a 
rub hoe was needed fo lg the potatoes and a 
fire bullt to Keep them: from freezing unt they 
‘ould be brought inside, As years passed, and the 
‘oye took over the farm eperations, He spent 

any Rours with hls garden and flowers — each 
{Year his well-kept yard was a Blaze of coor 

“Tuels rst home was destroyed by fre in 191, 
and replaced shortly after wih lumber tors 
Jabez MePherson’s Mul, located in the Lockhart 
“istrict. Shorliy after they purchased SE 4-3 
Ws ftom brother inlaw, Emnest Bradbury, who 
‘th he amily moved toa farm at Burbank near 
Blsektalds 

‘leld work was all done with horses now and 
as time went on as many as 18 head were used, 
with elght being used on the plow, four each on 
arrows and seed dil. A John Deere tractor was 
pilehased inthe early” 1990's, whlch retired 
fmany’ of the Norses, ‘They were sill used for 
Some fleld work, haullng feed, wood and hauling 
fra tothe elevater. 

De Andrew's real love was good horses and 
bo kept a well groomed team of grays for tly 
Ing. They gradually Improved the catle herd 
nd ralsed good Shorthorn cattle, Increasing the 
tera as time went on 

‘About 1851, they" purchased SE. 541-385 














which yas used for grazing land, until a tractor 
Was purchased and part of the land was 
taltivated for grain 

Mrs, Andrew was one ofthe first members of 
the Gilby Ladies’ Club and remained with the 
{Cus until their retirement to Rimbe, Being of 
very kind and motherly nature, there was 
Searcely a time through the summer holdays 
tha these want a grandchild oF to spending 
part oftheir ime a fe farm. In later years, she 
fvas affectionately called. "Grandma. Andrew 
Dy many frends as well as grandenldren, 

In 1842 an auction sale was held at the farm, 
after which they retired to Rimbey. Mr. Andrew 
Continued with his gardening and had @ very 
colorful yard through spring and summer. His 
‘well-arranged flower beds and vegetable garden 
‘were set out with plant, walch Had been started 
Ins own greenhouse. Mrs. Andrew loved com: 
Dany and spent many aftemoons visting fiends 
Eid patients inthe hospltal afte talking lowers 
from their own ard fo add a cheery note 

‘On Januory 7, 1M5 Mr. and Mrs. Andrew 
celebrated thelr ‘golden. wedding. anniversary 
With e family dimer at the home of their 
aughier, Mrs. Lester’ (Gladys) ‘Saunders, 
followed by an open house In thelr home. 

‘Mr. Andrewy passed avay In April, 1989 and 
Mrs, Andrew In Mare, 196, 

"Names ofthe family in order of age are: Mrs. 
albert Elizabeth (Ciss) Bradley, Prank 
Charie, Prvee,Mérs, Paul (Ethel) Garries, Mrs 
ester (Gladys) Saunders, Mrs: Leslie (Edythe) 
Unt and Roy 








ANDREW, FRANK, FAMILY 

YFeanle (Francis) Willam Andres, son of 
villam and Allce Andrew was born i Suffolk, 
‘England on September 9,189. He marzled Clara 
Olidia Borten on July 28, 1821, Clara was the 
Saughter of Hulover and Gunhild Botten. Born 
Brenton, Minnesota, US.A. on June 8, 1885, 
Clara. Was Talsed ih the Bluebell Disttet and 
before her marriage was one of the first 
Telephone operators in Bekvile working at the 
‘Mountain View Hotel 

‘Prank served in the Canadian Engincers in 
the lst World War. He served overseas for 0 

‘Frank and Clara settled in the Gilby district 
the farm now owned by Herb and Shiney Ander 
Son (SE 6413.W3). Thore they had five children 
“Trussell, Waller, Bernadien (born July 8, 1926, 
Geceased December 71, 1808) Ethel and Cec! 

‘Along with farming, Frank had a breaking 
coulfit with which te’ broke land for other 
Tarmers, Walle breaking he had a serious acc 
‘ent in 1900 He was Tun over by the plow losing 
fone kidney and his spleen. Donations of blood 
from brothers, Pryce end Charlle, helped save 
hon. He also had a tireshing otf, threshing 
Ueedale and Gilby alstriets 

in iss, Franke and Clara sold thelr farm and 
retired to Red Deer. They celebrated thelr S013 

















‘wedding anniversary in 1871. Clara passed away. 
tan December 7 1975 atthe age of Fears. Prank 
ow resides athe Eckville Manor House 

Russel, te eldest of Frank and Clara's fam 
ly, married tne former Betty Boulton, Betty was 
{he last teacher to teach af the Andrew Schoo! 
before centralizing in Rekvile. Russ and Betty 
how reside on a farm at Olds where Russ farms 
nd works inthe feed mil. Betty feaches school 
‘They have three children; Eric, Shella, and 
Rhoda 

Th 182, Walter bought the W240 5 from 
Sid and Emily Jefterey and family ~ Citord 
John, Joyee, Sidney, Fred and Barbara who 
‘moved to.a' farm West of Edmonton, Walter 
arried the former Evelyn Haarstad of Bentley 
They have four ealldren ~ Lorrie married Niei 
‘Fadson and they have two sons, Kory and Stay, 
Ron married Karen Brownlee and they have & 
Gaughter, Gina Dawa, Janice and’ Debra are 
bom presently employed in banks."The emlaren 
fave’ always been clive in sports and. 1H 
Waller led the Giby 14 Club for six years. We 
all always enjoyed the pony practices held ai the 
farm, Walter and Ron farm fogetter Inthe Gilby 
istic. ‘Walter’ and Evelyn reside ‘on land 
fhomesteaded by Adam Mathews. Selling this 
landin the early days Ndr. Mathews then moved 
forthe farm where Ron ana Karen now live. This 
[and was sold by Arnold and lly Mathews fo Ron 
snd Karen in 1973 

Bermadien, thelr third chil, passed away ata 
very young age (two and a hall) in the Bentley 
Hospital two days before Ethel was born, 

Bihel married Laurence Osberg ‘of the 
Medicine Valley astrct. They live at Okotoks, 
‘Alberta where Laurence has his own rooting 
company. They have four sons; Dennis, Grant. 
‘Greg and Donne, 

Cecil married Helen Stolings of the Alham 
bra distrit. Taey ive in Blackfaids where Coe 

ins. a sand and gravel trucking fem, They have 
three children; Diane, Darryl and Shelly 


ANDREW, CHARLES HENRY — by Hazel Av 
row 
Charles Henry Andrew was born June 6, 1800 

















In Shrewsbury, England and came to Canada 
with his parenis, William and Allee Andrew, It 
190s, 

What tle schooling Charlie had was. ac 
aquized by’ attending the Benjamin, Stephenson 
And Andrew Schools. Inthe early sears schoo! 
Was held in the summer months: When Charile 
Atfended the Benjamin Sehol he was lucky if he 
arrived by noon, as there were no roads — only 
fails Through the bush and around the slough 
holes, He worked for a farmer in the Bentley 

ea fo his room and board while attending the 

Stephenson Sehool. Many” school days were mls 
fed, as there was always work to be done on the 
fare 

Teaving school at an early age, Chante 
worked ina limber eamp for Taber MePhersoa 
inthe Carlos area asa carriage rider in the saw 
Mil. He also worked on a farm at Glelchen, 
While here, te drove five horses an a fresno, 
digging ditches for ixigation. He later came 
home and worked for iis unele, Willan Lee, 
the store at Leedale 

1 1900 Charlie bought his first quarter see 
tion, NE SA1'3.W5, from the C.P.R. This was a 
‘bush quarter, so he spent many long working 
ours grubbing trees, brushing, burning, and 
Dreaking the land, wiih many additional hours 
picking soos and rocks, Breaking was done nith 
Horses and a breaking plow. Fencing was done 
by dlgpig the post notes by hand with post hole 
digger. fn 821 he helped buld the Gilby Halland 
folned ihe Aiperta Wheat Pool in Eekvile in 122, 

“Atter his marsiage to Ola Meredith of Bentley 
4m 3024 Charlle rented the NE 4at.3 3 from bis 
sister Filzabeth (cise) Bradley of Calgary Ola 
passed away in 1990 aera lengthy Hines and is 
Buried inthe Bentioy Cemetery 

‘Ta 1992 Charile and I (Evelya Hazel Malcolm) 
were married. was born and alsed on farm in 
{he Lockhart district south of Rimbey, talking my 
Schooling first at the Calkins Valley School and 
in 1900 and 1831 T attended the Olds School ot 
Agriculture. T then returned home. and helped 
‘my dad and mom (Wiliam and ‘Katherine 
Malcolm) unt ms’ marriage. Chatle and co 

inved mixed farming, taising horses, cat, 
hogs and milking’ cows. Many a mile’Charle 
‘walked, driving the horses to and from wr on 
the hill. We were never without a good saddle 
pony ard a good dog. 

Ta leas ve bought ihe NW 10.1.3.15 from his 
uncle, Wiliam Lee, and in 1865 we bought the NE 
HSS, which we had been renting from his 
fister, Ciss Bradley. ‘This meant more. work, 
breaking the Land, with the help of our ehlldren, 
Bl, Albert, Evelun and Irene, We would go out 
{and ples roots and rocks; with us all working at 
Iie Job seemed easier. The smaller trees were 
hauled home tobe sawed into blocks for rewoed 
fo be used In the eookstove and heater. Every 
farmer nad 2 large Wood pile for winter use. We 
Used coal off lamps In the house for lights and 
lanterns for outside se. They had to be filled 























with coal oll and the glabes cleaned every night. 
Uotnes were washed on a wash board until later 
‘hen we gota hand washing mackine. "The water 
‘was brought nin pals trom a hand pump outside 
Tor use in the house. Ironing was done with sad 
trons heated on the stove. We baked our own 
bread and made our oven soap for washing, The 
most tedious Job seemed to be churning the 
ream info batter, Having a bath on a Saturday 
bight, infront of the stove to Keep wart. anus 
Inga small (ub, of wash tub, as Something else! 
Eater we putin the Calgary Power, whieh was 8 
feat help in many wav. 

CChatile Took great pride tn caring for his 
horses and the harness: He loved to drive the 
team, especally inthe winter months, using the 
Helgi. He would put the seoten tops, spread 
Fings and nip betls on the harness. The bells 
made such a enderfl sound as the team would 
{tot down the road — it was truly a "musieal 
fide Every Maren for many years Charle 
would fake horses to be soldat the Lacombe 
Horse Sale. Tt took four to five months of feeding 
and grooming fo get a horse in shape forthe sale 
(Challe also liked to break horses to drive as wel 
Serie, 

Life wasn’t all hard work, as we would tale 
ur family to fairs, plentes, stows and dances, 
{We went to many dances, as Charile enjoyed 
Ahaneing very much. Ile would be asked To cal 
fhe squave dances, wich he enjoyed dolng. The 
(Christmas concertaput on by the teacher and Rer 










pulls were very much enjoyed by everyone 
Quite often Charie was asies to play the part of 
Santa Claus, giving the enlidren thelr gifts and 
Treats from a well decorated tre. The pienes at 
Theend of the Sehoo! term were enjoved, 00, a8 
thas was the day’ for races and bal games for the 
children and visting for the. parents, much 
funeh, coffee and homemade lee cream. We miss 
this today! 

‘Alfred Molander purchased a 1928 Ford truck 
trom Chace, and his brother Fre had driven i 
home and had been working on i. There had 
been a complete motor job, welding and 
Hammering for a few days. One evening there 
wa quite 4 coramotion in the ea of the truck. 
Investigation disclosed a bantam Ben, and 
‘behind the seat a nest of eggs. The hen had 3p 
parent been there all the ime, Fred says he 
Rates te think of whal may have happened It the 
Bantam had popped out, squawiing, when he 
Was driving home! The children were happy that 
zo harm had come to their bantam hen: 

Chari would often sit Gown in an evening 
and play tne mouth organ er Jews harp. 
Whenever we went camping in later years he 
lays had hs mouth organ with him, We both 
fnjoved picking berries, especially blueberries 
Sind low bush eranberries 

‘In 185 we hited a gil Yo work for us for {wo 
‘months, The top wages then was $8a month. We 
built our new home in 194, and planted many 
fees around the yard, Including spruce, pine, 
birek and apple tees. We made a fence infront 
lsing lanterns that we had bought at sales and 
hed later painted. The old two-room house was 
moved away and used for 2 granary for many 
‘ears It ts now demolished 

Tn January, 1855, Charlie, BDL and Albert 
poked ont ona plee of breaking on the il a8 
show. July of that year Brought great exeltement 
tothe valley, when the fist oll well was drilled 
on our place, NE 44i-3W5. This well i still 
producing today. Many a cup of coffee we served 
rihenever the men warking'on the Well came 10 
use the telephone. 

‘From May unill October in 1958 Chazle ost 
his vole — he couldn't speak a. word! That 
Summer our good nelghbors, George and Isabel 
Guest and fami, nvin and Clyde Bott, Albert 
{Guest and Ellen Guest invited uso go ona tip to 
Kamloops, B.C. with them. Tals proved to be 9 
‘ery enjoyable rp, even though Chane couldn't 
Speatk a ora 

in 1961 and 1963 we sold the half section om the 
ful te Shirley Edwards and Irvin oth, ‘They 
Tater sold, and the new owners of both quarters, 
NE satWo and NW 10d13.5, are Wallace 
and Carel Krell 

In 190 We retied from farming, selling our 
cattle and renting the farm for pasture. Then we 
‘were tree to travel, go fishing oF Just take care of 
bur yard, which we both enjoyed doing. We 
Sought a new truek and camper and did ot of 




















travelling and fishing. Our frst trip was to 
‘Alaska, whlch proved very interesting and en 
Joyable. Every year, at the fist part of August, 
Wwe ‘would. travel with the Cavaleade 10. the 
Kootenay Plains for three days af entettainment, 
hikes or visiting aver a camp five Inthe evenings 
We never missed going to auction sales, as Wwe 
Ted To ist, or buy seme small item or & box of 
‘Junk’ to rummage through when we got home 
Surprising what You ean find in one of these box 

‘In 170 we had a sale and sold our machinery 
and the antiques we had on display’ in our nome 
for anyone to see. The school teachers would 
Dring thelr pups to see and enjoy the antique 
Items, and Charlle was alvays very Nappy toe 
plain each plece of ther. 

We sold ine farm to our son BI in 197, then 
bought @ home in Eekvile, Both familtes moved 
tn May of 193 

Th June 1573 our children and the community 
pot ona 40nh wedding anniversary party for sn 
the Giby Hall This was a day to remember! In 
tat Year our eight grandehildren's ages added 
Up to 0 years, the samme number of years we hed 
hee masried 

CCharlle hadn't been feeling too well since 1971 
and passed away December 18,1073. Hes buried 
inthe Beniiey’ Cemetery. 1 continue living it 
Eckl, where 1 Keep busy with my many’ hob. 
bies, enjoy traveling fishing, and faking care ot 
the yard 

‘Gur children nad taken their schooling atthe 
Andrew and ekvile Schools. An account of 
teh of them follows 

‘Willam Charles Andrew was born March 12, 
1933, He attended a two.year course atthe Olds 
Coltege of Agriculture 1580 and 1951, returning 
ome to help his dad with the farming unll 1958 
He thea started to work for Texaco Exploration 
Canada Limited asa battery operator. He snow 
the plant foreman. He married June Gerber of 
eqvile on June’ 15, 1968. June had attended 
Gaetz, Condor and David Thompson Schools 
After leaving school she worked forthe Eekille 
Cop as assistant bookkeeper. Bul snd June 
have thre children, one daughter, Colleen; sw 
Sons, Collin and Curtis. Tey live on the farm and 
False a few Hereford cal 

‘Albert Arthur Andrew ws born Apel 22,204 
and worked onthe Lacombe Experimental Farm, 
‘when he left schoo. Following this he worked It 
Uranium city in northwestern Saskatchewan 
Hemarried Marlene MeLachlan June 20 18Td, of 
Swift Current, Saskatchewan, where he tad 
worked far several vears Inthe oll field before 
faving to Wainwright Alberta, Here he has 
Worked for Husky Ol. Company as a battery 
Uperator since November 1986 They have fw 
Sons, David and Douglas, and live on the farm 
Whieh they purchased hen moving to Alber 
They raise a few eatte and ralse and break the 
chhuek wagon ponies whieh Albert drives in the 
Summer months. They also enjoy saddle ponies, 














Eyelyn Mae, born April 12, 1985, worked for 
the. Belville Co-op "Hardware when she left 
School, hen worked for the Alpha Datty' Poo! 
Hed. beet. She marred Franklin: Brown of 
September 1, 1963, of Ste, Rose Du Lae, 
Manitoba. ‘They have’ one daughter, Audra 
Frank nas "worked for Alberta’ Government 
‘Telephones since 1836 and is now the construc 
tion foreman, ‘They live on am acreage south of 
Red Deer 

Trene Loretta, born January 13, 1938, 
sraduated from school taking a certified nur 
ing alde course in Caigary. She graduated tn 
18, then worked tn Calgary, Drumfeller, Red 
Deet and ekville. On March 3, 196 irene 
married Harold Leach of Swanson 
Saskatchewan. They have two chlldzen, 
Gaughter, Ledena, anda son, Myles. In TO88 
Harold worked forthe Eckville Go-op Hardware 
until 1967, when he ‘moved to Kindersley, 
Saskarchetran to.work for the Co-op Hardware 
uni the Co-op ‘Service Center was opened In 
4868, Where he worked ‘or anather ‘year. He 
moved back to, Eckville and worked for the 
Eokvile Co-op Hardware for three years. In 93 
Harold started work for Suneco Ol Company a 
{battery operator and lives In ter new home 
Whlen they” bullt in Eekville. Harold teaches 
fullar once a week during the Winter months 
from the basement of hls home. He plays the 
Steel guitar. himself in an orchestra, In 
November 1977 Harold sas elected Mayor Of 
Eckvile for three vears, He had been a member 
of the town counel! for Iwo years previous to 
Becoming Mayor. For two years he was on the 
Tacombe Disilet Regional Recreation Board 








ANDREW, PRYCE AND JESSIE 

‘Pryce Andrew, bara In England, July 4, 190, 
came with hls parents, wo brethers nd a sister 
to Canada in 1905. Tnele frst year was Spent in 
Lacombe, later moving fo south of Bentey the 
George Garries farm, where his father was 
‘employed, A year or two later the family moved 
fovthelr homestead on NW s41-3.WS in the Gby 
cst 

‘With no school In the district, Pryce and his 
brother Frank walked several miles to attend 
Benjamin School about 1910191. The walk was 
shortened in Is2 when the Andrews" Sohoe! Bad 
been built and was opened. As there were n0 
roads, they would cut across the pasture and 
reek on the shortest route. In the spring, after 
{he morning milking’ and’ other’ chores’ were 
finished, would run al the way fo school to play 
ball fora few minutes betore the bel ang. For 
fo years, Pryce also worked for his aunt and 








Uncle ~ Emnest and Polly Bragbury of Burbank 
fd atiendea school a Blackialds, His uncle 
operated the electric lighting power plant, 
STtuated on the banks of ihe Red Deer River 
Supplying Lacombe with eleerie power. Later 
he helped hs uncle, Bill Lee, who owned and 











operated the Leedale store, returning home 
Athen the schoo! term started 

‘At an early age he was helping with the farm 
work af home; milking cows, helping to clear 
land-ana working with orses in the feds. After 
leaving school, ne continued working on the arm 
2s heaves une cultivation increased andi 
freasing numbers of cattle, horses and. ples 
eeded attention ee 

‘Entertainment was home-made with mat 
house partes, plenies end’ dances which were 
‘ten eld atthe place withthe largest space — 
Sometimes the upstairs was used. Horseback 
‘ras the poplar method of transportation —es 
pecially withthe Younger crowed. Many an afer 
toon was spent horeetrading, with everyone £0 
Ing home thinking he had made a real dealin 
i, the familly Bought thelr fist ear. Tt was a 
Ford Touring car and as Price reais, cost $500 
few. He was the only driver at the ioe as his 
lather preferred his driving team. 

Tn ihe summer of 1835, Pryce moved to his 
oa farm.on NE 8-41-3.W6 and later the same 
Year on November 21, was married (0 Jessie 
Malcolm of the Lockhart dstrie. 

‘ithough tractors were now becoming pop- 
ar, he farmed with horses unt 150, when the 
frst tractor was bought, Tn 15 he purchased 
nother quarter SE. 8-1-3.W9 from his brother 
fnaw, Albert Bradley, after having rented for 
several years, Harvesting was sill done by cut 
ting grain with a binder, stooking the bundles 
snd threshing separator, with a tractor used for 
power. Wood was the main source of fuel used for 
eating and cooking, with some coal used during 
‘he winter. Hauling loads and loads of trewood 
Was done ia the wintertime ~ after the pressure 
‘harvesting and fetd work was over. th spring, 
helghbors exchanged workin saving ihe ples of 
Wood into stove lengths. When Calgary Power 








was brought in tn 195, this chore was practical: 
yeliminated. 

Price served as a Board Member of Calgary 
Power when it was organized, He was aso onthe 
Giiby Hall Boara for many years and on the Av 
Arevrs' School Board prior fo the schoo! closing 
fdbout 1852, when the children were bused Inte 
Eckville. Before ‘A.G.T. Installed. phones in 
1961, Re was a board member of the Rekvtle 
Mutual Telephone Assocation for-ine years and 
Worked as line tragble man for this zea. From 
the time he started farming was a member ofthe 
Alverta Wheat Poo! and Conral Alberta Dl's 

They have four eildren — Faye, Janet, allan 
and Shirley. Faye has three children — Karin, 
Brian and Drew and lives in Red Deer. Jan 
married Glyn Pugh and has two children — 
‘Terry and Elaine and they farm eas! of Ponoka 
Allan 1s married to Darlene McLaren {rom 
Calgary. They have one daughter, Stacy and lve 
on the home farm. He is presentiy employed as 
fn electrician and is gradually taking over the 
farm. Shiriey has ved in Yellowxnife, N.W I 
Since November, 1976 where she was employed 
by the Imperial Bank of Commerce. Since Jaly, 
srt she has been employed by the CME: 
Detachment tn eltowne 

‘They ave stl living on the farm and are sem 
retired. Pryce, In the last fel years, has spent 
many hours at" his hobby of repalting. 018 
‘mutchinery, harness, and wagons asthe farming 
oad gradually decreases. 











ANDREW, ROY 

"Ray's parents sold him the W34 4 and the NE 
5413.05, upon thelr retirement. He was a 
hachelor-tarmer ‘until Mareh 1548 srhen he 
married Phyllis MeDonald of Eckvile. ‘They 
Tived on the homestead for 10 years and it was 
during those years that four of thle six children 
Wwere born. Their oldest, Donald Roy, was 
eceased in ctober, 1850. 

In Apel, 1858, Foy bought the W's and the SE 
‘3140-395 from Edward Moro and sola the Wy 4 
to Shiney Bawards. Being the home place was 
‘nestaif mile ofthe road there were many gates 
{open and close (before the ime of the Texas 
gate) so the move meant progress. When The 
$Moro property was purchased, with lis complete 
Set of fine bulldings, the deal was considered 8 
large venture but is small according to Today's 
holdings. 

Roy attended the Andrew School and for a 
lime was the Janitor, earning the princely sim of 
10 cents day. Phylis ook het schooling at 
Eckville, attended Edmonton Normal Schoo! 
and. taught for sx years previous. 10 thelt 
marriage, She recalls that boys and girls grow 
Ing up in Bekvalle at tat time had the chance to 
parllelpate in many extra activites. There were 
Echool fais, calf clubs, G.Gd.T. and Sunday 
School, Some of the various. sports were: 
skating, skiing, playing bal, biking, hiking and 














Sivimming — there were ‘holes’ in both the 
Medicine and Horseguara rivers taking part 
inthe commendable activities were too dull fey 
Sometimes went astray and would walk fo the 
trestle wheve they dated one another to lim the 
Slructure. What treacherous pastime! 

Roy and Phrilis have five daughters. Sylvia, 
the oldest has hee TAN, degree and is married 3 
Daliph Ganga. They live in Edmonton. Bonnie 
{ook a. Commercial Cooking. course and is 
employed in Red Deer. Lorene Nas her Distne 
tion AWvard'tn aguaties, has been employed at 
swimming pools for the pest four summers and 
is teaching sehool in Rocky. Mountain House, 
Joan is employed as. laboratory and Xray 
Technician at Edson Hospital. Mavis aftends 
Eekvlle igh Sehool and ein Grade 2. The gsls 
‘enjoyed participating ia many sports, were In 
‘Firelotang clubs and took music lessons from a 
ery dedicated teacher, Mrs. (Westergard) 
Whladen, who prepared them tor Toronto, 
Conservatory Piano Exams In both theory and 
practical 

TTooking back over the past 90 years there is 
‘no doubt. that the advent of Calgary Poser 
Drought the most notable changes in thelr way of 
ving. Wnen they firs got the power, n the fall 
of 1861, thelr workloed was considerably 
Tessened no separator to turn, creat fo pit 
lowe the well, or as irons to fume aeay, only fo 
mention a few of the Improvements that were of 
thee benefit 

‘oy and Phallis consider themselves very 
fortunate that their ploneering parents came an 
foiled on homesteads so that they ight have the 
satisfaction of mixed farming inthis area, 








BAKER, CHRIS 

CChrisiopher and Nelli Baker eame tothe Ar 
<rew Schoo! District from Coronation, Alberta in 
1922, with thelr oldest son, Ralph, who was then 
‘one year old. They purchased the SW 1040.35, 
Gr better known as the Canyon Place 

At that time, thelr oldest daughter, May, was 
Living with her grandparent, Alr-and Mrs; Jack 
Willams, who lived nearby” 

"Thele Second son, Frank, vasborn in 125 and 
daughter, Olive, was born in Bekele in 19% 

Th about 1808" Chris moved hls family" to 
Bekvitle where he managed the local butcher 
Shop for awe 

From Fekvlile they moved onto an acreage 
south of Lesievite in 182, while there, Chris 
managed the butcher shop in Lesleviie, {oF 
Sometime 

“Their on, George, was born at Leslieville in 
1900 and thelr daughter, Helen, In 185 

“Later on they purchased a {arm northwest of 
Lesitevile, naw kaown as the Paul Jones farm, 

In 181 thelr oldest som, Ralph, joined. the 
armed forces and spent the belter part of four 
years overseas. He returned home fo look after, 
hls father's farm In 1948: The farm Was sold tro 
years later. 








CChris_and Nellie returned to Lesevile t0 
rotire. Chris passed away’ in 295), and Nelle 
lived vith her son, George, for afew vears fn 
Calgary, before moving into a Calgary Senior 
Gitzens! nome 

"Ralph married Irene Helkkinen, they haveskx 
cenlldren, and are presenly living at Wintel, 

"Frank ls married, has two children and is 
ing Airdrie 

‘May and Misband have three children and are 
now living in Prince George, B.C. 

‘Olive married Veno Cech, and they had two 
clldren. She passed away i 1952 

‘George Is married and Nas one child, They 
are living in Calgary 

Helen married Pete St, Pierre, they have 
tree children and are living i Edmonton, 





BOSOMWORTH, JACK AND RUTH (LINDER) 
oy Ruth Bosonsmorth 

Viirst opened my eyes in logging camp not 
far trom Warren, Oregon, U.S.A, 1 was reported 
tehave been bor ina teat, and I guess that se 
Counts for my love of fresh alr. Before I reached 
{he age of two Years my patents were looking for 
pastures new, and had heard glowing accounts ot 
Fecelving fe land inthe form of homesteads i 
‘Alberta. Both ‘belng young, strong. and. am 
‘itous it appealed to them, hey let Oreo for 
Alberta’ to try their Tuck. in farming ona 
homestead in the Gilby sti 

Tn time they acquired two more quarters of 
land, and this was to be thele home unl they 
relied. fIearned my three R's inthe Andres 
enool, whlch was situated a mile from home, on 
‘ne ofthe folks quarters then fook a domestic 
Science course for the fall and winter months 
‘Wen I seturned I spent the next winter at Wolfe 
Creek, giving school lessons to three children, as 
there Was no school there. The necessary sctoal 
materials ‘were belng supplied through the 
overnment 

Th the spring, upon my return to the farm, 1 
was offered. job as a telephone operator at 
Bentley, whlen'T glacly accepted and enjoyed 
Immensely. 1 was 19 years old at this time. Un 
fortunately, after working there for ap 
proximately’ one year, T fella victim of TB, 
Whlen started aya esti of@ bad eold and an at 
tack of pleurisy. When, after six months of 
Waiting for a bed atthe Central Alberta 
Sanatorium atthe Keith, ait was often referred 
lo, about nine miles out of Calgary, Iwas finaly 
‘admitted as @ patient. spent one year and 22 
‘ays, tobe exact, there. When the folks asked if 
ould come ome was allowed abe released if 
‘would promise to take my rest Hours and con 
tinue the eure as had been doing. 1 spent 
Several years convaleseing at home, 

"In 1935 my brother Ewin, who was then 
working in Courtenay, B.C, wrote to me and ex 
fouraged me to come out there for short hol 
fay. Thinking the ehange might be beneficial, 1 





























needed nobody to twist my arm, and in a very 
Short ime T was heading for British Columbia 

‘Waen Jack Bosomvorth, ty boy. friend 
heard of ray plans he asked io accompany me, 
lek he did. Owing tomy present state of 
tealth, my parents begged me not to enter the 
sea of matrimony for at least @ Year. After 
‘aking with fends fora month of so, Edwin 
{old me thata couple of his buddles, who worked 
for the Comox Longing. Company where Eawin 
twas also employes, wondered I I felt strong 
Enough to take a job cooking. for them and 
Eaivin. Feeling that T must do something it Twas 
(ostay onin B.C, Tsald a trv, and this is what 
Tia, We gota piace at Merville, BC. and Iwas 
there for about a year, cooking for shy brother 
tnd hl fiend, 

“ine following year Jack and 1 were married 
at Courtenay, B.C. in 1857. After our marriage 
tte boys 1 had been cooking for wanted to board 
‘with us whieh they did for'a me, On February 
Hr, 1888 our first ‘child, a boy, was born. We 
‘med nim Innis John Kart. Shorty after this we 
‘moved fo Comox, Bc. where our frst daughter, 
Beverley Kathleen, was born on October 28190, 
‘When she was onl three or four weeks old we 
purchased fourteen acres of land not far from 
Where we were living, 

‘Work af this time was scarce in the line of 
work ack was dong, which was carpentering 
So we moved fo Vancouver where Jack got a Job 
ip the shipyards, as It was war time. We were 
‘tere for’ approximately” two. years’ when we 
again moved back to our place at Comox, as we 
sd heard ota nev airport being built only about 
Sve or six miles from aur home. Tack spied or 
abd got a Jab on ths projec. 

‘i 1885 Sharon, our youngest daughter, was 
born in the Comox hospital, on May 6: All of our 
¢hlldren were bora in ihe Comox hospital 

In 1960 our son Innis was married to Diane 
Fils, of Courtenay, and a day Inter we moved to 
Alberta, where work seemed to be more plen 
itu and Tans ana Diane moved tour place. We 
‘were hoping to be gone for only 2 Year or so, but 
{ded up being. away for nine years, In 1990 we 
mmaved back to Comox and Bult a new home for 
ar retirement. 

Tans" first marriage ended in divorce, so he 
married Connie Sharpe, originally from Steller, 
bn September 16, 1967 soa, Darrell allan, Was 
Samm to them om October 11813, 

‘Beverley married Elmer Loyek and has three 
children, two girs and a boy. Lor was born on 
January’ 24,1963, Joneel was born on October 4, 
foe, ana Divayne on July sh, 1968. Beverley and 
Emer lived around Rimbey for several years, 
‘where Elmer owed and operated a garage for 
ome time, later seling it fo Marvin Sargeant 
He then bought several quarters of land south of 
Benalto and weat farming on a lange scale. Bev 
‘aught schoo! In Rimbey and Stetier before her 
marriage. 

‘Sharon Marie Ruth married Earl Hadley, of 





Red Deer, and they now live at R.R. 2, Ar 
‘rossan. Earl Is employed with Schlumberger 
‘OttCompany, ana works in and out of Edmonton, 

Tnnis, our’ son,llves on our place where we 
gave him half an aeve, He drives a big ll tuck 
{er Gulf Ob 

‘My husband, Jack, was well known both nthe 
Lochart and Giiby distrets, having worked for 
Such old-timers as. Mr. BIll_Andrew, Mr. 
Metighe and Himes Thorp in the Gilby district 
And also for several meninthe Lockhart district 
fuel ag Carl Thomas. He lett Ealnburih, 
Scotland when he was 18 years old tobe with his 
brother Stewart, hola as “Scottie” tons 
fends, in Carstairs. Later he came with 
“Twineys, who setled inthe Lockhart istic. His 
fst job was for Christ Baker, who then resided 
Inwnat was known as “the Canyon" 





BRADLEY, ELIZABETH 

‘Elizabeth (Css) Bradley, eldest daughter ot 
Willlam and Allee Andrew came with, her 
parents and other members of the family from 
England to Canada In 1905, She spent the frst 
‘year in Lacombe with the family and When her 
parents moved near Bentley, she remained in 
Eacombe to attend school. After leaving schoo! 
she worked as a telephone operator 

‘he is married to Albert. Bradley and they 
live In’ Calgary. They” have ‘wo. children 
Doreen, married to Tom Hall who lives in 
Calgary and have two married sons, Roland and 
his wife Hazel lve with thelr sons at the West 
Coast. 


(CHILDHOOD MEMORIES — by Edna Carroll 
The 180 T recall 

Were very happy times 

For I was just a tle gir) 

With my head fal of raymes. 

Dusty summer country roads, 

Made soft putts where pontes stepped 
Carsying us off to sch 

And past the frends we met. 

“rotting clipclop by the farms, 

‘And all along the river 

‘and ita thunderstorm came up 

Ae sat, all wet, and shivered, 

Nine o'clock found us in school, 

Doing Rapid Calculation. 

In aternoons the History Class 

‘Taught us all about oor nation 

At recess time there were ball games, 
And playing Farmer-in the Dell 

Oh, now we loved hop scotch, 

And pleking wild bluebels, 

Out beside the wood: pie 

Where we ate our springtime lunch, 
While gophers played and hornets buzzed, 
Perched on sun-warmed wood, We miunched. 
Salt pork with lots of mustard, 

‘On homemade bread and butter 
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‘Tasted just delicious — 
While we watched a robin Outer, 
Built-in Nature Study 
Was all around us, throbbing. 
Frogs croaked along the roadside 
‘And ducklings went a-bobbing 
As afternoons turned cooler, 
Westrted ou for tome, 

milk he cows, and separate, 
And be a lie while slone 
Mother walted by the stove 
To lay ou supper out, 
Life on a farm was beautiful, 
Ot that Ihave no doubt. 


THE WEBRE FERGUSON FAMILY — by 
Eileen Matthews 

"Hlebre K. Ferguson, with his wite, Abbey, and 
young son, Clarence, arrived in Edmonton from 
‘Truro, Nova Seotta in Iss. Hebre worked there 
asa carpenter for a number of years. Abbey 
passed avay in 1911, leaving Hebre with a Young 
fon to raise 

in 182) tiebre and Clarence moved toa farm 
In the Gilby area, Clarence eld farm workin the 
district uni the time he was able to purchase his 
‘own land, 

Clarence married Kathleen Lawton and they 
farmed in the Gilby dstriet. Tie land had to be 
Cleared of the timber and brush and broke with 
horses and a walling plow. The grain from the 
farm ‘was hauled with a ieam of horses and 
wagon 12 miles to Eekvile 











There were cows milked and the cream was 
sold to the Eekvlle creamery. These cream 
‘cheques helped to buy groceries Tor the family. 

Clarence and Kathy ‘have six children 
Eueen, iaiph, Laurence, Leslie, Faye and Alec 





ny). ‘The older children attended Andrew 
Stool, whieh Was two anda half mes down he 
oad. Clarence served on the school board for 
number of Years and was active in other comm 
munity organizations as well. Throughout the 
Summer’ months. there were baseball games 
amongst the difterem communities and Clarence 
‘Would be the umpire All the families would st 
tend, and there would be a plenic Iineh, com 
plete vith homemade ice crest after the game, 

Tn 1888 the Gilby Calf Club was formed and 
the four older children belonged to ths organiza: 

T1942 he farm was rented out an the family 
moved to the town of Eekville, where Clarence 
‘Managed Larry Knudson’s garage for one year. 

T1982 Clarence took over the John Deere and 
Imperial Oll- Agencies fromthe. late Pail 
Taybourne. He belonged tothe Eeksille Curing 
Chub, Board of Trade, and also. assisted the 
hockey elu and other sports aetvities, 

The farm was sold to Fred Johnson tn 1965 
obre, having lived on the farm vrith his son, 
‘moved Into. Eekvile at this time, He passed 
ay In 1858, 

Clarence passed away in 1888 The oldest son, 
Ralph, and is mother managed the business un 
HUTT was sold to the late Tom Klamskt in 1953 
‘This ‘same property’ was sold. 10 Revelstoke 
umber Company’ in 1958. At thls time Kathy 
purchased er present home on 83 Avenue In 
EEekvitle ftom the late John Seat. 

Kathy was night operator at the local 
telephone oftice from 1996 antl 1887, at whieh 
lime Alberta Goverament Telephones installed 
the present system. 

‘Belore retirement in 199 Kathy worked in the 
-Eekville Hotel Cafe, and also at the co-op cotfee 
shop. 

‘Ralph married Chris Caldwell and lived inthe 
eastern United States for a number of years 
before moving to Edmonton, where they present 
I reside 

Taurence married Margaret MeDonald in 
185 and they are presently ving in Red Deer. 
Laurence manages the A&W drive ia 
restaurants in Red Deer and Wetaskiwin They 
have a faraly of four ~ two boys and two girs, 
Eldest son, Sheldon, has a degree in business ad 
{ministration trom Northeastern University, 
Boston. He is married to Dore and’ current 
coaches the Red Deer Rustler Hockey Club. Ron 
fle has his bachelor of arts degree from Wileo, 
Saskatehewan, He is now a research aasisan 
for Attorney General Jtm Foster. Margaret Ana 
has completed her third year of pharmacy athe 
University of Alberta, Edmontan. Cindy tock = 
Teacher alde course ai Red Deer College. 

‘Les married Pat Crawford in July, 191 and 
worked for Alberta Wheat Pool for 1b years. He 
Tater: moved to Red Deer. They have five 
eiilaren! Gwen, Donate, Grant, Dwayne, and 

‘Fave married Melvin (Bud) Osborne on May 











4, 1953. They have three children, Dale, Rodney 
nd Karen. The family is presently ving n Ed 


FORSELL, GUNNAR AND ADELINA — as re- 
‘alled hy Vivian Forsell Ogilvie 

delina Erickson emigrated to Seattle, 
ington trom Uddevalla, Sweden In. 193 
had several cousins already’ in Seattle’ with 
‘whom she first made ner home. She worked as & 
ousekeeper for different families unt) her 
marriage: Adelina was bora in Alvick, Sweden 
on July 19, 983 

Gunnar Forsell at 17 years o age, emigrated 
toTacoma, Washlngron tobe wits hs uncle, Carl 
G.Forselly in. 1908. Gunnar. was born in 
Vadovaita, Sweden, on April 3, 1588, While at 
tending a dance at the Swedish Club in Seale, 
Adelina met Gunnar. On August 3, 107 they were 
married and set up a boarding house in Seattle. 
One of their first patrons was a couple fom 
‘Alberta, on thelr honeymoon, namely, Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Peter Peterson trom Gilby. The Petersons, 
‘who ad already established & home in Alberta, 
Geseribed the outstanding features of living ts 
Abertay” and ‘one ofthe teatures was. the 
homestead. To be able to purchase a IéD.acre 
plot for $10. appealed fo the young Forsell cou 
Ble. After some consideration, the Forsells sod 
Their boarding house, packed all thelr belongings 
and entrained for Bekvile 

“They were fll of enthusiasm. Here was an op 
portunity tobe part of the great open country and 
{he possiblides of rekes appeated to ther. Lite 
He ‘id they know of the hardships and 
Geprivacions of ‘pioneering. Upon reaching 
Eekeile they hired a Mitener very outit and 
Started north forthe Peter Peterson homestead 
Mother telis of the rig getting stuck ina slough 
About three malles north of Eckville and how she 
gathered up her heavy’ long skirt, took one Tong 
amp, cleared the buggy and awive fence to land 
on dry ground! 

‘Tile young couple struggled tke all other 
pioneers to carve out a home on he homestead 
they acquired, the SE 241.3 65. 

Both Gunnar and Adelina Worked in Calgary 
before establishing @ permanent home on thelt 
Romestead. Working asa team, they cut Me logs 
find hauled them fo MePherson's sawmill near 
[Beniley. Thelr ox and horse provided the power 
{for the haul A frame house onthe hill replaced 
the Ite old fog house nearer the road. To make 
fends meet, mother did house work In Calgary, 
and she also bought a horse, Dad drove two of 
free teams In tandem ‘while hauling freight 
between Rea Deer and Rocky Mountain House 
Before the railway was completed 

To augment the often-empty larder, 
resourcefulness was necessary. Parfridges and 
Prairie chickens, which were in abundance, 
Felped in the survival, and a garden patch was 
Soon established, ‘Today much emphasis is 
placed on style — new outfits a least every 

















‘month but in those early days the same dress or 
Suit had to last for many years. Making 
Something new out of something old became & 
Feal art. Many a shirt tail became a cute dress 
forall gle, nd 8 new piece of material Wasa 
Drlzed possession. 

Two enildren were born to Adelina and Gun 
nar. In March, 1912 Vivien, sow Mrs, Wiliam 
Opiivie, was born and Bizet arrived in 114, in 
‘Januar Vivian became a teacher in 188, hav 
Ing recetved her training at Camrose. In 199 she 
‘vas united in marriage to Willam Ogilvie, who 
passed away’ in Lacombe in 1978. They had one 
auger, Dolores, who became a brary techn 
flan, and as of 87, 1s working for Alberta Hous. 
{ng in Eamonton. 





lzer marvied the former Dorothy Simon of 
orshee and he had a family of four — Geral, 
Patricia, Carol Ane, and Susan. His faaly 
story Is in a separate account 

"Tue Forsells da thelr share In the Andrew 
School District, with dad acting as secretary 
fteasurer for 16 years, Those days that position 
‘meant sending oit all ax notices plus collecting 
the tax money. paying. the teacher, and, In 
Reneral, dolng the entire business of the Local 
Sehool district Finally the books were movea to 
Bentley, under the municipal system and then 
Under tho county system, ‘The governing Body 
Was centered in Lacombe 

‘With the exception of one year spent near 
‘Tacoma, Washington, with Unele Cart G. Forse, 
‘and four years in Lidner, B.C, Mr. and Mes, 
Forsell lived on the homestead. 

Mother. passed away in 1882, Dad passed 
away in 195, and Elzer In 1856, All are buried in 
the ‘Gilby. cemetery. Uncle Carl G. Forsell, 
passed away in 1851, and is also buried in the 
Gliby cemetery. 

The present owner of the Forse homestead is 
John Lauritsen, 

"The early settlers must have been a hardy 
sort To survive they had to stand on thelt ov 
{et. Tobe successful required even more effort. 
No doubt the ploneers would havehad tno other 





‘way and would dot again — would consider ita 
(challenge and a rewarding experience. There 
Were no government grants, no farm loans, n0 
Sey Baa cheques, fo augment amen 
come, With the corner grocery maybe 10 ot 20, 
fnlles away, a supply of flour was milled In the 
Toca mis rom ele own grain aod stored in’ 
ry place, 

‘Gl "wells dotting the countryside, gravel 
roads replacing the muddy grades and a wide 
hare:top through the valley would, no doubt, 
rovide a big surprise o ploneers it they were 13 
[ike 8 look Today. 


FORSELLS — by Pat Lighttown 

"ine wedding of Eze Forsell and Dorothy 
suanon n 14 begins ins story, They cae fo 
ive onthe Forel tomesiead where be and tis 
{athe farmed They had thre chiens frst 8 
fon, Gerald and tien wo daughers Pate 
Caro Aan 

remember the harvest season the bes 
because of all the excitement, When, thé 
threshing erew came we ada bunk house and & 
ivanary for te hired men, These places Were 
Supposed fo be otf bounds forthe Ms. The Ine 
lane camped in the posture, and we werent 
Supposed fo beter her elite Du here were 
Some kids Yo play with sowe were around quite 
Ait We maa tired men come ot fom Ontario fo 
tort coupe of years during the harvest We 
Have Hep in touch with two ete men and 
Gerry nad vated hem when be was salloned it 
nian. 

‘Gery started school at Andrews School and 
that year (140) there wore many teachers unit 
Haat one setied Pat started ihe nex year 
There wore five stidents im grade one tal year 
and hey all graduated together rom high schoo 
in'tph. We went to sched there un the chal 
Slosedin isu We werea mile and tall rom the 
School but dit always bave Yo walk bersuse 
Some of out neighbors had tice sea to go, 80, 
the ate they ued ace, and hee at 
always room for te more to ide In the spr 
Sn summer we usualy walked baretot Ht we 
tere supposed tobe wearing shoes cr BOD We 
would staan them in's eilert to weer home 
enim Ie was foo mudly we had fo wash 
‘Get under he pump before we were lowed into 
the shoe 

tn the alo 852 we were bussed to Eckl 
‘carol Anm started schoo That yeary foo, The 
School was fo crowded so some Os or thal 
corner of the dsteet were sent (othe Estoian 
School, The clases were grades three tos, 50 
(Cato Ann went to eke ana Gerry and Pat (9 
Estonian 

CGtantipa and Grandms had moved trom the 
farm to Ladner, B.C. in 198, They were Ing 
fut There when Grandma aed in November of 
{952 Grandpa came beck fo Eekvle then and 
oughta smal house in town, 

‘remember one wister while we were golng 








to Andrevs School The weather had been pretty 
‘eat don’t know it twas really cold, but there 
Was alot of sow and Wind. Out road was drifted 
[nsolld fom the half mile fence tothe corner. As 
lds, we thought It was great to be able fo wale 
anywhere Inthe flelds without sinking into the 
Snow. One night we went visiting the eighbors 
by sleigh. Gates and fences were no problem 
because they were drifted over. When fe road 
Was finally cleared out the banks were really 
high ‘the road was really narrow. Daddy and 
Jullen Sambrook were gong tos hasland eariy 
‘one morning: We were on cur way to sehool when 
they were coming back with a loaded hay rack 
‘We nad to elim the banks fo get out ofthe way 
We were above the rack when ty went by, a 
were serious considering jumping on the load 
then Daddy looked back: We dectded fo go to 

We continued our schooling in Eekvile and 
wore therefor each new adaiion: the moving ot 
the teacherage out of the schoolyard, and man 
other changes, 

‘Grandpa lived in town for a couple of years, 
but spent lots of time atthe farm. He had great 
patience with us. He loved to play cards, and, 
heeding some competition, he faugat us Row #9 
play crib and canasta and’ even soifiaire, s0 we 
‘vould it him rest from playing once In wile, 
too, We used to come tos nouse in town too, and 
tne night in psrtieslar, Hallowe'en night, we 
Were there, We had never been triek-or treat 
In town before, so we were allowed to tour the 
next block that nigh. That owas a eal change for 
Us, and we thought We'd really gots lot of treats. 
Grandpa dled on New Year's Day of 1954 

The al business eame to our pac of the coun 
try about 1985. The rigs were quite a strange 
thing inthis part of the county. Daddy droves 
Water truck for ane of the truck owners. The rigs 
were really Busy and the trucking hours were £9 
the extreme, 

‘Abarta’s Golden Jubilee was in 1955 andthe 
stig had a program in ts Ronor. The teachers 
Worked very hard organizing It Out patt of the 
rogram was a dance whick we presented on the 
Sidewalk in front ofthe school The weather must 
have been good. 

‘remember Daddy belonging tothe Bentley 
Eis and the Bentley Band, He was agreat one 
play a Joke on someone, One time he'd bought 
Mom anew set of shes, She was away at the 
lime so lt was a surprise, and we were very 
secretive about ft, They Were a new kid that 
Gidn't break. We brought her home and made 
Some coffee before bedtime Ste was siting at 
the table and Daddy" went to the cupboard, 
‘pened the doors and showed her the new dishes 
Then he threw a cup to er. She was rally sur 
prized, but she caught the cup. ‘Then he ex 
plained how they wouldn't have broken answay 
We thought it was areal funny joke: He played 
that trek on many-people and we always got 8 
eal Kick out of 




















Farming had really changed in that time, 
trom threshing machines and big erews to com: 
Bins and a couple of men Working together 

Tt seems that during the summer and fall of 
1996 we were always onthe go. We'd load up the 
‘big truck with lends and go berry plcking and 
Blenicking’ 8 lot. Wed Just pick up and go 
fhenever we could’ it didn’t matter sf i was 
srashday or whatever —ifthe weather was good 
or nol ~ off we'd go. Mom and Daddy belonged 
to many groups, and T think each group had @ 
Plenle at Gull Lake every year. It was realy fun 
Gerry was in Grade elgnt, Pat in Grade seven 
fd Carol Anm in Grade five when our dad died 
‘hat November. Tc was a Very ard time for is 
but we manages, Grandma Simon came to ive 
with us, We fad & new baby sister Susan Te 


following January 
Wesstayed on fe farm and rented the land for 
thenest four years, moving to town in 1960. Mom 
kept the farm until 954, when she sola the home 
(quarter. In December of 861 Gerry folned the 
Air Force and went East or his traning, He had 
graduated from high school earlier that Year. 
Mom was working inthe Co-op and had been for 
afew years. Carol Ann and Pat were stil in 
School. Pat graduated in 1962, ‘Susan started 
School in 1993, Carol Ana graduated in 1864 and 
‘tent on to-a secretarial sehool In Calgary” Pat 
‘married David Ligatbown in November of 1962 
‘om an Susan moved to Fairview, alberta, on 
‘he Labor Day weekend ot 1964, Carol Ann 
Imacried Ron Cralg in July of 185, They have 
{ree children, Kathryn, Bradley and Charlene 
They feslde near Deiburne, 

‘Gerry married Beverly’ Shearlaw of Three 
Hills in France, in June of 1980. He bought ost 
Dave Lightbown Trucking in February of 1976 
land they now live inthis district, They have one 
‘laughter, Rhonda 














TED AND MYRTLE (LINDER) GALE — by 
Myrtle Gale 

Being the youngest of six children born to 
karl and Emma Linder, 1 was the one privileged 
fo go to high sehool, T attended the Rea Deer 
High Scho, trom 1490 to 182, nd late tok my 





RN. training at the Vancouver General 
Hospital, graduating in 916 
Tn November. of 1917 Ted Gale, of 





Saskatenewan, and I were married in Nanaimo, 
B.C. We lived and worked In Vancouver antl 
‘buying a small farm near Red Deer In 1953.1 
Bursed for ten years in what Is nw known as the 
Ilchener Contre at Red Deer, In 168 re moved 
tothe Linder farm in the Guby district, where we 
fre stl living. 

‘We have two sons, Gordon Edward, born in 
196) and Bruce James, Dorm in 1951, Goon was 
married 10 Katherine. West-of Edmonton on 
[Becember 27,1075. He nas his degree in Educa 
ton, and isa Journeyman plumber, Tey have @ 
Son, Jeffrey, born Apel 12, 1978 

‘Biuce wis married to Bat Sim of Calgary on 
December 77, 1876. Bruce has his degree in 
Baucation trom the University of Calgary and 
Pat is with the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce there 

Both boys have thelr Romes in Calgary 





GARRIES, ETHEL 

Ethel Garvles, second daughter of Wiliam 
and alice Andrev was born July 3, 1906, thelr 
first ehila born in Canada, She attended. An 
‘drews" School and on feaving remained on the 
fat sometimes hepa with Held ork when 

‘On January 24,1998 she married Paul Garties 
‘who operated Gafries' Hardware in Bentley. On 
‘April 30, 1829 She passed away. They hed one 
Gaughter, Muriel, who Is married to Alvin 
Ereeman’ and with thelr family live at Pox 
reeks Albert, 


MAY THOMAS HARTLEY — by May Hartley 

Tyas married in 1859 and welived onthe Cat] 
Barkan quarter, about a mile south from 
espero Sore, Donna was bora in 194 at Mrs 
Porter's Nursing Home south of Conder. We 
‘went there by team and cutter, two o'clock in the 
‘orning, on February 5. The oads were ley and 
the poor horses slipped a bit. We were on that 
farm for two years, then T'was home witty 
parenis, and Donna eth me, for ayear.‘Then we 
Fonted @ quarter section fom Arthur ‘Thomas 
[her fora veur. Next we purchased an acreage 
fromm Bill Wattle, we miles south and one mile 
fast of Hespero. did lie of everything while 
there, We had a dug well so drew water in a 
bhuekst forthe stock sind Rouse for awhile before 
2 pump was putin. Then the water Was pumped 
By hana, We had no pasture for our cows so had 
toturn them on he road allowance. Many are the 
miles? walked to get them home 

TTaler my dad bought the rest of the quarter 
(oar While had passed away) so Mrs, Waite 
Sold the land, which we pald him for in in 
Stallments. Fohn was born February 10,181 at 
home. Mrs Mitchel came to help. We had a 
Straw and pole bara and ehieken Rouse fot 
hile before a lumber one was bull. 1Yaok care 




















ofthe stock ot, also the poultry ofcourse, and 
fia the milling’ Talso cut wood for the house 
‘vith axe and buck saw, John helped me with that 
when he got alder. He went to work in an auto 
Body shop in Eekville soon after leaving schoo. 
Hee drove back and forth for a short time, then 
boarded in town, 

Thecame tll in 1959 and had an operation in 
‘Red Deer hospital In December, ty brother in 
Jat, Cliff Harley, took me to Red Deer. Don 
nha Game and slaved to look after the house, She 
tas married and Fran was than ayeor old 1 
Was In the hospial nearly two months. 1 was 
bitter cold weatter. They just got im to see me 
fone, Donna had her husband's car s0 my folks 
Sind brothers and wives also came. My sister in 
lav, Phil MaeBride, living in Red Deer, came 
very day, when Twas permitted visitors. My 
brother Bévey brought me home from hospital, 
but never regained my’strength and aldn't feel 
tp to milking cots and saving wood any more 
In November, 1965 my brother Perey brought me 
fang my belongings in to. Lacombe tomy 
other's the next day. T went tothe doctor the 
ext morning and he put mein the hospital aga. 
Thad anather major operation, and again Was i 
hospital fortwo months 

‘When I was released from hospital John took 
‘med ear 10 California where Donna ner ee: 
‘ond nosband, 1d Willlams, llved. 1 was there 
Shemonths or so, regaining my strength. Then 2 
friend of Dona and. Ed's was coming. 10 
Cardston, Alberta, 20 eame bac with im We 
‘rove righ! through, only stopping for gas and Yo 
ela bite to eat. We let La Puente, California 
‘Sbout four in the atternoon and were crossing the 
Iine at Sweetgrass the next day about five in the 
‘evening. John came dovn from Penold Ines 
tational Att Siip the next day ina four place 
plane fo Bring me back to Red Deer (Penhold Air 
crip) and by car to Lacombe to my mothers. 
‘There was room for only me and my sultease in 
the plane so my trunk had fo be shipped 

As'soon as | was strong enough I took a pos 
tion as babysitter and light housekeeping for 8 
School teacher, whose husband was of the fn 
police force, Te ite gil was two and one half, 
Tnonths oid 1 was there unt she started schoo. I 
Worked for another familly then back at Sautz's 
{or another few years as they had another baby. 
‘air, When she sfarted sehoo! I took a position at 
the hospital where 1 worked until October, 196. 
retied at this time, as Lwas past 

“The staft took ali the Bouse-keeping staff out 
to dinner atthe Crow Bar as my golng-away git 
‘They pald my way and also gave me a present, 
Tey are a nice Dune and Ist See them now 
and then, 

Tn November my brother Perey took me out 
to Butish Columbia to vist my other brother 
Martin and a niece ive at Abbotstord, Irvin in 
Vancouver, niece at Mision, Harald at Chase, 
Snuncle and-aniece in Vancouver anda niece at 
Kamloops. Then we went to Percy's at 

















‘Sleamous. Percy's son, Mike, and wite came 
‘om Alberta, and Ieame bsek with them in 
November. I visited Joan and Doris at Fort St. 
‘John while hewas mechapie at the alr strip afew 
years ago. They get down once ina While, as hey 
Aare now living at Wetaskiwin, 


‘THE HUSEBYS — by Connie and Louise Husey 
Halvor Huseby and ts wife, Karen Huscby, 
‘came from Stravanger, Norway to Cottonwood, 
Minnesota, U.S.A. ia’ 1898. With them they 
brought their three children, John, porn tn 188, 
hw, born in 180, and Kristene born In 1695, 
‘Smother son, Oscar, was bom in Cottonwood, 
Sinnesora, in 188 Halvor, and the daughter, 
Kristene, both passed avray In Minnesota 

‘John "Huseby eame 10. Alberta. {rom Cot 
tonivood, Minnesota, in 1911 and homesteaded 
west of Gilby. The following year Ludwig also 
tame fo Alberta, and In 14, after the death of 
fer husband and daughter, Mrs. Huseby and 
(Oscar arrived in the Gilny area. They lived with 
John on his homestead. 

Tudwig took a homestead west of the 
Leailand school, He broke a few acres of lan, 
but later traded hs property for some equlp 
‘ent, and, along vith his brothers, bought a bale 
ection of and a mile east of Gilby and they lived 
{ogether for number of years 

hn married Connie Rosen 9 1921, and the 
familly all ved together until 1028. At ils ime 
deg, Oscar, and thelr mother moved toa log 
rouse aihien they hed bullt on the south quartet 
of thelr land, "Pele mother” dled In 188) and 
Tudwig and Osear batched there until Ludwig 
passed away tn 1962 

‘Oscar married Louise Whitesde in 1962 and 
they lived onthe farm unl 1973. Oscar was dls: 
bled by a stoke and, belng unable fo carry on 

farm work, he thea traded the farm for Roy 
Engen's home in Eckvile. Osear and Loulse are 
living in Bekyille atthe present time, 

Sohn and Conte have & family of ix children 
Harvey married Josephine Lawrence, a teacher 
at Andrew's School (She later taught at Lock 
hart, They Rad two girs 

‘Muriel is married {0 Mart Engen ané they 
live on farm west of Gilby. ‘They have four 
Eis, 

Thelma was married to Roy Engen. They 
lived on the od Engen farm for many years. A 
boy anda gin were born to them. Thelma pasted 
away’ in 1060, ater they had moved fram the 
farm to a nome In Eek 

‘Violet is married fo Gordon Carrol, Tey had 
five ehlldren bt lost one lite gir, Taey now live 
In Kitimat, BC. 

Ruby ls married to George McTighe, and they 
live in Bekville, They bad three enllaren, but 
sls lost one Iie gt 

"Ken married Bernice Dyrland, They have sx 
ctilazen and are living on the old Huseby farm. 

“John Huseby passed aitay In 1961 and Als 
wite, Connie is now living 1a Hekvlle: For & 



































period of time following her husband's death she 
Fad ive in riish Columbia 


IRWIN, CHARLES — by Olga Pederson Irvin 

fy fdsband, Chavles Irwin, was bore (1598 
and came to Aiberta from Kiang, Ireland, in 
{icL. He first worked on a threshing erew in the 
Brovks area, but returned to Ireland, living there 
tnt 1906, before returning to Alberta. He again 
Worked near Brooks for year, and hen cameo 
the Giby district, 

Wewere married in December, 1927, and soon 
stter bought the NW S413: from the Hudson's 
Bay Company. Our first home was a granary, as 
limes were ver) “tough After a'year we hired 
‘lex Ferguson, our neighbor, fo bulld usa nous, 
‘hich is still my home 

We had a famaly af five children, Helen was 
bor in J929 and was deceased in 1954, Willam, 
Dorm in i981, lives at Rocky Mountain House. He 
fod ie wife, Donna, have four girls and two 
oye Hazel, (Mrs, Aelvin Cave) bora tn 2803, 
Ives at Hoadley and has @ son. Florence (Mrs 
Andy Anderson, Fimbey) bora in 1895 has a 
‘ml of four, a boy and three girs. Albert, born 
tn isi, and ite (Darlene Balan) lve on the 
ome place, They have three gieis — Brenda 
tborn {in 3864), Jeanette’ (born in 3858), and 
‘Angela (bora tn 197), 

‘ity nusband passed away in December, 1976 
and is buried In the Gilby Cemetery 





KREMNL, RALPH AND DOROTHY 
We moved central Alberia from Coaldale in 

to fal of 3978 and in the spring of 1576 moved to 

bur present home, former the Irvin Both farm. 

‘Sur eiléven are: one daughter, Dixie, and 
two sons, Todd and Gret. 

We have made afew changes to the 
farmyard, such as & new house. Since Ralph i 3 
farpenter by trade, we were fortunate enoUgh 10 
bulla house. Tnat meant the old house had 10 
find neve homer whieh if dia and ls now gone 
‘The od bara, chicken house and pig barns have 
‘isp been removed, 

"Phere is one thing we will never change 
though and that is our beautiful Pil up the 
canvon, Coming trom the ary, windy south, we 
really feel we live in God's country. 








WALLACE AND CAROLYN KREIL AND 
FAMILY 

Formerly from southern Alberta and then 
near Monitor, Alberta, we moved to the Gilby 
bes and in June of 198 purchased the Wig 14 
3193 from Shirley Edwards, 

‘At this ime our enlldrea were; Penny age 
seven, Cindy age sx and Eaward agetive. Marty 
‘ras born in the fall of 1871 

"Ime first changes that We made in the farm. 
stead were to move the driveway te the west side 
and fo relandseape the yard. Continuing our ef 
Ibrts in 1900 we Bult a ew barn, using as much 
ood material from the old one a8 possible 








In June 1976 the time came to start bullding a 
new Bore. With the help of our neighbors and 
thet tractors the old hoUse was pulled from Is 
location and ino the yard. We lived int while 
building our new Rome on the former sit. 

Seldom is there a. Saturday night that we, 
Wallace and Carol, arent playing in the dance 
Dband ealled "Way's Westerners," along with 
Ralpn Krell and Jim Wingate 

‘We enjoy living inthe ilby area as we have 
‘many’ wonderful neighbors, friends aad relatives, 


‘THE KURZMAN FAMILY — by Mrs. Dave 
Kurzman 

‘John and Mary Kurzman and two chiléren 
came from Seatle, Washington, U.S.A. In 190. 
‘They ved fist on ihe Ald Smith farm one and 3 
{quarter miles north of Lockhart Hal. Mo. Kurz 
{haan filed om his homestead in Maren, 1810. This 
‘Was the NE. 1 See. 3, Twn. 41, 3 W.. 

"This quarter was all bush land, so, isto ll, 
land was cleared fora building site: Logs were 
tut-fn the hills and’ hauled by" Team t0 the 
StePherson Ml in the Lockbart district for mak. 
Ing Juraber- By 193 the stead been cleared and 
the house and barn but so the family Was able to 
move fo their own quarter in July, 1913. The 
Rouse and barn bulla tat ime are sill stana 























a 
in 1910 a daughter, Esther, was born and 
Peat, their fourth daughter, was bora on the 
farm in 191, 



















Mr. Kurzman was a carpenter by trade and 
boult houses and barns for 4 number of people it 
the community, He also bull the Lockaart Hal 
‘While Mr: kuszman was busy With his carpenter 
work Mrs. Kurzman and ther son Davie carried 
bn the farm stork. Much of the land was broken 
‘ei a walking plow pulled by a team. Mo. Kurz 
man passed avfay in March, 191 

‘Mrs. Kurzman was. good cook, and the Kurz 
mans were a very hospitable family Mans pie 
flee were held on thet farm, and man’ gallons 











of homemade Ice-cream were eaten there 
Dances were frequently held in thelr home, ths 
affording good times for the people of the com 
munity. Mrs. Kurzman was a member of the 
Lnektart Ladies club and helped. with the 
GGG. for he gis. She passed away in Mareh 
15, 

Aer hls mother's death Davie took over the 
farm, He worked two years for E. Calkins in 
Bentley and spent two dvinters with Hough Ml 
working as a'blacksmath's helper. He helped 
Dulld te Gilby Hall, He sasted many Toads of 
‘wood for the Lockhart and Andrew schools. He 
recelved three dollars a cord for this firewood. 
During the threshing season, for several years, 
he operated the threshing machine for Har) 
‘Thomas 

‘After the work was done in the fall a group of 
neighbors would usually go on 2 bunting trip. 
‘This was a form of recreation for them, 8% Wel 
asa means of adding to the winter meat supply 
forthe family. Davie always Joined in and oh 
Joved these tips 

In 848, Davie was marsted to Dorothy Jones 
of Forshee, They llved onthe farm and continued 
{he farming operations unt 1972, at whieh time 
‘ney moved to Rlmbey’to enjoy their retirement. 

Davie and Dorothy have a son, Kenneth. He's 
‘employed by the Westbourne Drfling Company 

Violet married Frea Wager and they lived in 
the Wilisden Green aistriet before moving to 
Calgary where Fred passed away in 196) Violet 
siilbives in Calgary They ha five children 

"Esther married jim Strachan and lives in 
Rimbey. They have to daughters who live It 
Edmonton, 

Peart married Baa Cumming of Langley, 
Bc, She passed away In 1973 

Davie Kurzman was the last of the originat 
setilers ofthe Lockhart District when he moved 
to Rimbey. Ts frst teacher Is stl alive and 
lives in the Red Deer Manor. Mrs, ella MePher 
son, wite of the sawmill operator, 18 stl alive 
‘and lives in Lacombe, 











LAURITSEN, TOM — by Annie Luoma 
“Tom Lauritsen was born In the southern part 



















ofp Denmark In 104, He arived tn Canada in 
195, al the age of 34 years. Upon arriving is 
Canada he worked for various farmers. in 
Saskatchewan. Later he moved to Peace River, 
Alberta, where he homesteaded tn il After 
leaving ils homestead in Peace River he came te 
the Giby district where he worked as a hired 
‘hand for the Thorp family. This is where he met 
Sulla Pederson, my mother 

Mother was born in Red Lake Falls, 
Minnestoa, USA. in 113. The tamiy, of Jot 
and Mary Pederson immigrated fo Canpaa when 
Julia was tour years old. They resided in the 
Ginny district on the NE. 2403.05, Mother 
‘received all her senooling inthe Andrew School 

Following the marriage of Tom and Jala in 
1853, they resided In a log house on the William 
Steel farm (N.W.25402:65) They Tesided inthe 
log house for a short lime ustl they could clear 
fough Tand on which fo construct the present 
frame house in which they sll reside. Tas house 
is" situated on S.W. 3540-05, which dad 
Burehased fram the CPR. The home quaster was 
covered with dense brush, which they cleared 
Stmost entirely by hand, 

“Throughout the years my parents purchased 
the three remaining quarters of section 35, whieh 
they sil own and farm 

‘My early reeolletions of farming include that 
of my da farming with four to six horse teams, 
ne simple Implement when stands out in ty 
mind's ihe brush harrow. This harrow was made 
‘out ofa huge willow bush, Also among the farm 
Implements was the gang and sulky plows, Dad 
Continued farming with horses until ne 
Durchased his first tractor, a 19. McCormick 

Daring the depression my father and mother 
recollect selling market welght hogs Tor three 
olla, Dad hauled the hogs to Eeavile with 3 
team of horses and wagon box. In return forthe 
three dollar hogs he would buy’ a 100 pound bag 
of flout. Dad also relates taing an 8-pound 
Steer o'market In Calgary, and not receiving 
enough cash with whlen {0\ buy" Mother het 
Second-hand treadle Singer sewhig machine for 
‘went five dollars, 

Father and Mother ralsed a family of elght 
children. Betty, the oldest daughter was bory ia 
1804, "Beity resides in Red Deer where she Ie 
empioyed’as_a housekeeper. John ovns and 
farms two quarters — N.E 3640-3 WS ands. 
1515. John married Grpha Jodoin In T9ik 
‘They Rave two sons, Chris and Gary, ‘Martin 
resides onthe farm, where he helps dad with te 
farming: During the winter month he works fs 
‘he welding shop In Eek, where he ls appren 
Hing as a welder 

Hans and his family reside in Calgary. Hans 
has worked with the oll rigs for several years. He 
Fecently spent several months dlling in the 
United States, He has three enldren, ‘Sand 
Denise, and Colin 

1 (Annie) own a farm in Sylvan Lake area 
where my family reside. Twas married to Ray 





























‘Land in 1960, Ray and {have two children, Bren 
a'and Brian. Ray” passed. away from com. 
Bilcatlons of diabetes in July. 186i. Later 
‘married Elmer Luoma of Fekvle In December, 
1s, and we have a son, Randy. Elmer asd 
lamied'a quarter of land on the north-west side 
st Sevan Lake 

Mabel and her husband, Ron Lund, were 
married in 183. They have two children, Roland 
Sind Maureen. At the present lime they reside on 
arm south of Eeklle, where Ron Works at 
‘atous jobs 

Tealth resides at home with her parents 

Esther and her husband, Ralph: Mockord, 
vere married in 1968. They have three children, 
Steven, Sharon’ and Darren. Ttaiph owns and 
tperates a gravel truck, They reside In Hekvlle 
{the new mablle home sub vison, 

‘The children all took tele esriy schooling in 
Andrew School, We had three miles to go to 
Scot, and used various moans of transportation 
‘ogel there, When we rode horseback there were 
free on @ horse. Later dad made a one-horse 
Sleigh for winter use and a one-horse eart for 
fummer. After the Andrew Schoo elosed in 1983 
Wwe were bussed fo school i Fekvile, from when 
Hans, Mabel, Ksther and | graduated, 

‘Ath present time my father and mother sti 
reside onthe farm, where they raise calle and 
‘rain Dad enjoys is nodby of gun collecting and 
Som enjoys her gardening. 


SW 1041295 

"The above quarter was homesteaded by 
Frank Lee, the NW 10 by his brethes, Wiliam 
(il) and tne NE 10 by hele mother, Elzabeth 
Le, 

Fred Pimm bought the SW 10 early in 1819 and 
moved to a quarter in the Symonds district in 
Im. (see Leedale for the Lee and F. Pimm 
stories 

Ry Counale bought the land from Chris 
Baker and lived on the farm {rom 1900°31. He 
‘en moved fo Springdale and on to Barrhead, 
Abertay where he sil resides. 

‘Waller Matthew farmed the quarter trom the 
spring of 1884 until august 1808. There were tree 
ehlldren tn the tammy 

“Histories of other families living on the SW 10 
sre tn thls book, 





LINDER, KARL AND EMMA — by Edwin 

‘Kart C. Linder, my dad, was born in northern 
‘sweden, in 1882, and'my mother, Emma Maria 
Hultgren, was born in central Sweden, in 188 
‘They both immigrated to the United States, at 
the turn of the century. Ded got Job falling 
limber in Oregon, and often talked of wearily, 
pulling a falling saw, the saw being slowed down 
Eypiten, fora to nour day. Mother, also settied in 
Oregon, and got emplorment In some of the 
Better homes in Portand, 





While Dad was working in a sawmill in 
Portland, he got acquainted with Gustav 
Hultgren, Emma's brother. He was 0 impressed 
‘eth the fine character ofthis man, that he ex 
Gated: “Havevau ante phen canalready 
begin to call you my brother iniaw. 
Toman proceeded quickly and inte year 190F 
‘Emma aad Kael were marzied 

‘Dad heard of homesteads being avallable tn 
Alberta, Canada, s0 he and a fiend, Wii 
Hammerbeek, (then only about 18 years of age, 
‘and also ofan adventurous trame of mind) got on 
Strain and came to Alberta, Mother stayed 
‘Behind withthe ehildven, on alte acreage that 
they’ nad bought in Oregon, while walting for he 
‘wofa to come to Alberts 

In ISI] there were not many homesteads sill 
available in the Gilby district, but there was one 
iving & mile sind one-half noriReast of the Gilby 
Store, which had been abandoned by the man 
‘who fad originally fied on it, Dad flea, and the 
SE 3240.05 was (0 be our home during those 
‘Yeats when the family was growing ap 

‘When my sister, Fah, was about tree years 
la, and T'was five monins old. and my sister 
Runabout a year older than Mother got on THe 
trata at Warren, Oregon, and headed for Alberta 
‘with her family 

Tose were not the days of welfare offices and 
handouts. Bor a man to make a living fora fam 
ly was a formidable undertaking. Before the 
homestead could be proved up, there. were 
Dulldings to erect and a certain amount of land to 
be broken each year. There was the question of 
felting some power to pull the breaking plow, 
find the harrows and dises, s that seed could be 
planted, anda erop taken ot. 

Tractors did not arrive on the scene until 
many many sears later, Strange to say, even 
horses were very searee. In fact, when we frst 
{ota horse, it seemed to me that there had been 
real advance. made both in farming and 
{ransportation. The problem of locomotion was 
{est folved by Daa, when he purchased tree 

‘Farming was not all glory in that age for even 
the iowly oxen. Even though grass was thick and 
Iisurlan, the poor old oxen pulling s breaking 
plow (sometimes then called a footwarmer’) 
‘withthe farmer following it on foot, had to con 
tend with myriads of mosquitoes and fies. How 
‘hose poor beasts must have sutfered! Even the 
xen Rad a spirit of independence, though, and 
fne-day, while pulling my” dad's binder, they 
Became ‘so tormented by files that they stuck 
Dut fora clump of tees oF wilows, hoping to find 
Fotuge there from the attacks of the les. Dad, 
‘ho seas inten om harvesting grain, not trees 
Undoubtedly tried to persuade the oxen t0 con 
Uihue harvesting grain, but Tunderstand that the 
xen took the Binder ith them, and harvesting 
operations were halted for the time being. 

‘Dad recounted how he got up very early to 
work, about three ot four oflockin the morning 




















nd continued tl noon, when he broke off for 
thst day 

The oxen were large and powerful and even 
tually the sod was broken, This was followed by 
Aiscing, harrowing and seeding, the oxen han 
dling sil these assignments 

‘Whien winter eame, Dad, who had grown up in 
Sweden whare the fare animals were treated so 
kindly, and where it would have been un 
fhinkable to expect the'anlmnals to spend the 
Dights outdoors, took them in to What passed asa 
fara. fmagine hs surprise Inthe mora to find 
that during’ te alght the oxen had broken 
trough the side of te barn, and were frolicking 
Ine winter wonderland the next morning! Dad 
{ven took time eat to do some custom breaking 
{or the neighbours with his xen 

Later he got a saving outfit. which consisted 
of ai old Silekney engine, used to operate 8 ch 
ular save. ‘That old Slickney was hardly new 
leven then bute did some custom euting ot loge 
fer firewood In addition to providing his own 
There was really only one source of fuel at thal 
time —good old poplar trees, eu into logs. Some 
of the neighbours got together the logs were fea 
fradually towards the saw, and Wood, in stove 
fengths, vas salpped ath one by one, to make the 
familiar "woodplle' fram which tn the course of 
ding chores, farm bays repaired 0, Tithe 

Having arrived on the old homestead, and 
before the land was cultivated, there was the 
problem of feeding the familly. These were not 

















the days of welfare oftices and handouts, What 
Was my’ dad To do? He found the answer in get 
ling Some traps, and tramped around the more 
unsettled Land_of that age, trapping muskrat 
Jind weasels. The pelts were sometimes mailed 
As far away as St. Louis Missour The proceeds 
helped to buy the simple needs of the pioneers. 
‘My parents told us o¢ the mule of rabbits 
and deer that were fo be found In that day. 
here wats ao shortage of meat. Dad had a tristy 
3-30 Winchester and loved hunting. As eildren, 
we certainly got to know the taste of venison and 
Tabbit meat, As we grew older, we knew hat if 
there was a fall of snow, the Winchester Was 
taken don and the moccasins daned for ight 
‘Walking. Away Dad would ge, Rarely were fis 
hunting trips unsuccessful. ‘There ‘remain 
memories of those days about my fathers moe 
(sins for hunting, quinine for colds and putting 
Bis feet into not water when he found & cold ap 
proaching. ‘Some of the old remedies lke the 
Katte couia probably stil be profitably used. 
Sowe survived those early dave, continuing to 
sow and be healthy In those days, long before 
leeteie ight, or even gasoline lamps: Kerosene 
was ‘must T remember trudging with my 





‘other {0 the Gilby store. Mike Sestrap, the 
Storekeeper, was weil known. Going to that coun 
{ny store would be as exciting for us asa modern 
boy of similar age going to-a big town, Those, 
emember, were not he days when every child's 
fancies were expected to be gratified But there 
were treats on occasion, For example, the 








erosene can might lack a cap forthe spout. No 
problem Mike put'@ soft candy’ over ihe end of 
‘he speut and no spilling occurred on the way 
home, Soa treat awaited me when we got home 

‘Tae candy, sith the spout problem naw solved, 

‘was mine, On sre, it hada ite Kerosene on 

tn this didnot necessarily improve the vou 

‘ul what (salitle Kerosene on a candy to a boy 
‘tho ad, upto that Hlme, never eaten a chocolate 
va 

"The store contained products in bins, whether 
cantly or rice, I do no! remember packaged 
feds then, Cloth was found tn bats and sold by 
theyard, The ladies af that day had to improvise, 
tnd probably loved to do sor they right as well 
lite fas there were no other avenues open. 1 
Femember the storekeeper, skilfully measuring 
the loth with his arm, he having been a allo, 1 
Understand, in his Younger days 

‘aout i it would have been possible te buy 
bread already’ made atthe store. No, the farm 
ladies made thelr im bread. 1 sil cherish the 
fipertence of coming home from school to find 
bey baked bread or buns, on te table, covered 
‘ith brite shee, With a Sehool boy's appetie, 
Ud T grab one, ierally covered. with nome 
Shurned butter? I'sure did Those were indeed 
ihe days! 

My brother, Elmer, was born not tong after 
my parents arrival in Alberta, followed by Ir 
Ming and Myre 

‘Going back into the farthest reaches of my 
memory, 1 believe a word should be Included 
Shout early Tareshing, There was’ something 
Tost exelting about the arsival ofthe Threshing 
batt. Mt invariably hada steam engine to 
Uperate it, withthe accompanying Water wagon. 
Ih those days bundles were stacked, and stack 
tng was am art In itselt 

"Threshing developed tthe bundle rack stage 
and. as my good appetite continued, and st 
fies, I did not mind at all the competition that 
fleveloped among the farm women to put on & 
eal, good spread for the threshers, Then there 
tras, too, the morning and afternoon lute 
Cofies an retrestments were Brought out to the 
threshing outil, and_ there. Was much goed 
batured banter between the threshers and the 
farmers” daughters as they brought he uch out 
to the fet 

‘When Andrew School was built, the acreage 
onic ft stood was fenced oft, on land that was 
later bought by Dad, a quarter we dubbed the 
‘CPLR quarter’ (NW 33402.WS). Dad acquired 
wo quarters of land In addition 10 the 
homestead. ‘The other was. known as. “the 
Hammerbeck quarter’ (SW 3040345) in 
‘memory of Wille Hammerbeck, who had bought 
tat quarter originally, then relurned to Oregon 
tnd later soldi to Dad. (Mr. Hammerbeck died 
ecently and Mrs, Hammerbeck Is sting at 
Warren, Oregon.) 

“The school was cold In winter and hot in 
summer, and ‘ereaked ominously” during 2 




















swindstorm, However, thats the school where we 
got our basie education. It was inere we played 
uring recess with boys. and girls whe, ike 
‘ourselves, were clldren of the pioneers. Twas 
there we surveyed the surrounding country dur 
Ingour recesses, and shared in the ansiety of ur 
parents as they contended with the hazards of 
Firming, eutworms, frost, hall and other factors, 
‘We knew tha farming was the souree of income. 
bur parents-and we ehildren depended on. The 
morals of the parents and childven were 
‘wholesome, and the values Tlearned there have 
Influenced me all my life 

Tn thinking of a community we tink naturally 
ofthe supply of water, Our first well was 3 dug 
fone. Te later provided refrigeration forthe cream. 
‘San, One eotld not expect fo et grade special” 
forthe ereamitit was not Kept Ina con place, so 
Gown went the cream can into the well 
‘Suspended by a trusty rope. tavas important 16 
fel the best price for cream: after all, our 
Overalls, Jackets snd the mall erder to Eaton's, 
Started from the eream can. 

in 1917, Billy Bjorason and his brother Louls, 
came (ot home with areal well-deiling out 
‘The general principle was the lifting ofa heavy 
fbject that drove e hole well down to water 
tinere the pipes followed to pipe the water Up 
trlththe use ofa pump The fist well was quite s 
Tong distance from our house, and We spent 
‘anyon hour pumping water for the cate. Tt 
was kind of fua missing sctool once in awhile, 


but carrying pall after pall of water forthe house 
took some of the Joy aay. Too, te water from 
the iret well was hard. In lator years, Victor 
Johanson, from Bentley, began to dil fr a well 
ight at the house, on the poren as a matter of 
fact, Mother watehed the driling with mich te 


{erest, One day Vietor announced that he, nad 
Suck water. “is lt sof?” Mother asked. "No, 
{he water isnot sft."’"Tnen Keep dling,” te 
replied. Ie did, continuing on for over 100 fet, 














When he next stopped and reported water, he 
Sald that the water was soft. The well ist 
there, with good water. Believe you me, TT 18 
SOPE 

My parents, Karl and Emma Linder, retired 
from the farm early in the 10's and spent the 
last years of hel lives living with Eawin Linder, 
InBatish Columbia, Dad dearly loved fisting fot 
Steelhead even when an old man, inhislast years 
atthe coast- Mother continued tobe interested in 
her family tit her death in 1058, 


AMISTORY OF MY LIFE — by Bawin Linder 

‘Twas born in Watzen, Oregon, USA on 
January 11, 19H), the son of Karl and Enna 
Linder. ta ist, when Twas five or six months 
ld, my parents, th my’siters Baith and Ruth, 
‘and T came fo Alberta and seited in the Gilby 
tea, My brothers Elmer ang Irving and my 
sister Myrtle were born in Canada 

T'was educated in the old. Andrew School, 
located a lle northeast of our home, and con 

ued on the old farm helping with the farm 
work until Twas 28 years of age, Most of the 
Aepression Years Llived in Alberta, 

“nthe spring of 18341 went along with Jack 
Catling and his mother, trom Alhambra, Alber 
ta, who were on thelr way to sete on Vancouver 
Island. I got a job working for the Comox Lo. 
fing and Rallway Company, in the Courtenay 
fared of Vancouver Island, The logging operation 
‘as @ few miles north of Courtenay. gota JD 
{here rst on the section gang, at three dollars a 
day, and later got a job setting ehokers, I con 
{ined In that logging operation, and others, a 
‘vancing in position and pay, and finally moved to 
Ladysinith, B.C. where I resumed work for the 
Comox Logging and Hallway Company. Tsought 
to provide-a home for my parents Who, having 
sold out the farming equipment and livestock 
‘were retiring, Both my parents joined me, and 
Sought a house at Ladysmith in a section of that 
town known asthe Diamond district. My parents 
Lived wlthsme here unt we moved fo Duncan 

T became treasurer of the Ladvamith. and 
District Credit Union having learned shorthand 
4nd typing Walle on the old farm and supple 
‘menting my knowledge of bookkeeping ina bus 
hess college inVancouver. whet the logging 
amp was shut down because of heavy snow My 
knowledge, gained by myself and in schodl, 
ame in handy. 

Th 1988 there was a disruption in the Inter 
national Woodworkers of Ameria, in which the 
Tadical Jeadership was dsplaced and new of 
ers installed. Iwas elected financial secretary 
land also filled the postion of office manager. 
‘continued in that ob until setired in 197, being, 
to the best of my knowledge, the ongest-clected 
effice-holder in the whole. International 
Woodworkers of Ameries, ftom Newtoundland 
to Callforni, from Alabama tothe Yukon, 

On September 3, 1989, married Velma Geter, 
‘hen living in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. We I 














‘on 5300 Miller Road, Duncan, B.C. where we 
Rave resided sinoe oir marriage. 

My father, Karl Linder, was born on 
February 7, 186 and dled on February 23, 1995 
‘My mother was born on February 24,188, and 
dled on Maret 17,196, 


IRVING LINDER — by Myrtle Gale 

Following his schooling Irving farmed with 
his father, Karl Linder Inthe Gilby strict. In 
1943 he aiid Murlel Shelby, of Campbell River, 
‘were married in Vancouver Irving drove the Dus 
{or the Vancouver Island Coachline for several 
‘Years before moving back tothe Gilby district in 
SSL Here he farmed until 1968, He and Muriel 
‘hen’ moved back {0 thelr home in Campbell 
Felver when Is scenially situated on the Danks 
othe Campbell River 

"They" had. four children: Bas 
Maureen sind Norma, 

Barry, who has his own roofing company, 
lives In Edmonton, 

Brlan, who ls married to the former Susan 
delfoan, of Dawson Cresk, has wo sons, Corey 
nd fev. The family lives In St Albert, Bria 

as his degree in Selence from the U. ofA. 
Maureen died suddenly’ at the age of four 
years In 1054, 

‘Norma, te youngest child, s ving and work 

Ing in Campbell River, 


Brian, 








ELMER LINDER — by Eaith Oborne 

‘Elmer, son of Karl'and Emma Linder, was 
born tn 1812 Inthe fll of 198 he and Dorothy 
Hutealson were married at Glmlet. They spent 
the early part of helt married life around the 
Glibyalstriet, and then moved to British 
Columbia, 

Thelr three chlldren are Larry, Vere and 
Ross. Larry works in the Queen Charlotte 
Islands. ‘Verte fs married and lives tn Surrey. 
Her ehlldren are Bruce, Bobby and Brenda. Ross 
Is married, with (wo children, and living in Dun 
can, BC. 

"Eimer passed away at Courtney in 1961 


USKA, PETER 

‘Peter, coal miner's son, was born on July 2 
smal, In’ Coleman, Alberta. He received. his 
education in Coleman, 

Tn 18, he left the coal mines and went to 
Broderick, Saskatchewan, to fatm. with his 
parents, 

‘Gn July 17, 1947, Peter married Josie Traut 
‘man, a farmés’s daughter. Josle was born on 
Maren 13, eft, in Strongteld, Saskatchewan, 
She receved her education ina country schon 
‘which was ealled Cherry-Dale. A sehool bus sr 
‘ice has been pu non route from Strongfeld, 20 
(Cherry-Dale 1s no longer Used for classes, 

Tn the later part of June inthe vear of 1968, 
Poter fost all ine wheat crop on his quarter see 
tion in Broderick’ "Tne grasshoppers came in 











herds lke cattle and ate crops, gardens, even the 
leather in harnesses 

"Farming was a very trying occupation on the 
bald prairies, and Peter decided to makes 
move. Leaving his parents behind, he and his 
tite Josie and her sister Jennle went to Alberta 
Invsearch of jobs, The three took the passenger 
train from Broderick. Tae. crops through 
Scskatehewan and eastern alberta fooked poor 
Some parts were invaded by hoppers, in other 
parts of the country, crops were yellowed from 
rough 

“Aler travelling all night, they finally arcived 
tn Red Deer, About four hours later, they 
tlimbed an board a lazy freight and were on thelr 
‘way aga, One thing that will always stay vivid 
Inthe tos minds Is how seenle the countryside 
leoked, Trees and crops were a beaulful green 
The leaves and grass fooked luscious enough 10 
be used for salad. The tiger llles were I tull 
bloom along the rairoad ditebes and the girs 
had the urge to go out and pick them when the 
‘eight stopped for cream pick-ups 

nthe latter part of the sunny but humid after 
oon, the tired three got off the trelght at the 
CPR station one mile south of Bekille and hie 
hiked a. rde with Marg Schofer to Eekvile, 
Where Peter's sister, Mary, and her two sons, 
Joe and Louls Pslea, walled and took ther 10 
‘heir nome, 

‘Atle afew days of enjoyable visit and 
celebration of Josie's and Peter's frst weading 
Snniversary, Joe Psikla suggested that Peter 
tnd Josle apply fora farm hand and cook atthe 
Ray Niemela farm tn Benalfo where they were 
fmploved until the middle ot September. Peter's 
brother, Joe, brought out Peter's 1988 Chev, and 
Peter-and Josie wen! back to Broderick, Sask 
doe Liska stayed in Eekville fo stook and after & 
touple of weeks he Wen! back by train to 
Broder. 

‘Ale several weeks of packing, the family, 
Josle, Peter and his parents, his brother, Joe, 
nd Wife, Mille, and four girls, rene, MEary. 
Helen, and Vieky were on ‘heir way back (0 
‘Aberias Josie; Peter, and. parents spent the 
Winter at Wrlght's farm In eke 

‘On a dry, sunny, warm day inthe first week in 
April of 19i8, with the help of Joe and Louls 
Pilkla ‘and Rey Saar, Josie; Peter, and parents 
moved othe Hilmer Thorp farm, fe anda hall 
Illes northwest of Guby, Alberta. Peter, and.ls 
brotner Joe, snd families were happy to have & 
‘ook over thelr heads and things led quite en 
ouraging unlll spring work began and the od 
Sir ‘Minneapolis tractor gave out. Peter's 
nephew Joe Bsikla came to the rescue with ls 
fev John Deere D and putin the erep. With two 
monins of dry spring weather” and not belng 
faware of what was In the soll, the barley crop 
{urmed out toe Wild oats and thistle, Snow came 
arly inthe fall and harvest was a struggle. The 
Srinfer of 860 was miserably cold There sere no 
Storm windows on Une house, one heat register in 
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the living room and none tn the other seven 
rooms, There was very ile coal and they hago 
tse green Wood for fuel. The temperature In the 
bedrooms upstalrs was 78 degrees F. The Liska 
fanny felt that they had fallen ou of the pan and 
Into the fre 

Tn 1058, the Liska brothers fet they must 
repair the ‘house to be comfortable, They 
remodeled the kitehen In the back pari of the 
house whieh was the old homestead. A new base 
ment was bult adjoining the old one, and bins 
‘Were made for Vegetables and coal. A new fur 
hace was installed and hot and cola registers 
‘were put into the rooms, In 1958, electricity was 
put io the house and bara and several sears 
Teter, part plumbing for running water was also 
Installed whlen mage work a little more con 
‘venient. 

"There were approximately 100 acres of brush 
cleared and land broke for seeding. In 1857, the 
Liska brothers received an award of merit, 
Seventh prize Regional, for ‘malling. barley 
eter and Joe also raised hoge and entle and 
‘ilked by hand as many’ as 18 cows. The Liska 
fates nelped with chores and Falsed bountiful 
Bardens, so thelr deep-ireeze was aways full of 
food fresh frozen vegetables and meat. 

"There were happy times as well Inte fll ot 
49if, Peter and Josie attended social at the 
Gitby Hall. atusie was donated. A ite bird tala 
Perey Thubron that Peter was musleal, so Perey 
{ook Peter in his ruck to Peter's house and they 
brougnt back the old two row button accordion 
‘and guitar Everyone Reda nice evening. Shor 
After an orehesira originated which wes ealled 
Sipe Polka ‘Dotts™. eter played. accordion, 
Josie the gultar, ner sister Jenne played plano 
land Joe Palkia played the violin. A lew Years 
later the two sisters Tel the rehestra and Waldo 
Raabis and Roy Leach joined the boys. They 
called the orchestra "Rhythm Boys 

‘About three years later, Waldo and Roy lett 
the orchestra and Josie and her sister Jennie 
joined thelr husbands and are stl playing for 
dances. "They call thelr orchestra "Family 
Four", 

‘On September 26, 193, a son Philip was born 
to Josie and Peter, ie received his education 
Eekville Philip. was emploved. for several 
‘months with Watley Trucking. In 172, he worked 
‘with his uncle, Carl ‘Trautman, constructing 
Sel bullaings. Philp married Barbara Graham 
Inova, They have to sons Geoffrey and Jason. 
Phillp has been employed with Fletcher's Fine 
Foods in Red Deer for tive years. The Philp 
Liska's have a home in Sylvan Lake, Albert, 

‘A. daughter, Dolores Liska, was bora ‘on 
November 1, 1985. She took fer Grade it In 
Eckville and insted high school at the LTCHS 
In Red Deer. Dolores was employed as secretary 
for S & B Auio Body Shop in Hed Deer for a yea. 
She has since changed positions and is) now 
femployed at Pam's Hallmark’ Shoppe In Red 
Deer, 




















In March of 1972, the Liska brothers realized 
‘ha after 23:yearsof struggle onthe Thorp (arm, 
they would never own tt so they seta Gate Ot 
May 8 for a machinery and cate sale. 

Peter and Josie gow reside in Red Deer where 
they own a home. Peter is employed at Federal 
Ploncor Electric and Josie works at the Red 
Deer Nursing Home. They are enjoying the Con 
venience of iy ie, 


JOAN (LAWTON) MADDOX — by Joan Maddox 

Tame trom Lacombe in May”, 190 a the age 
of two years by covered wagon sith my parents, 
Frank and Clara Lavon, brother Bly, ag 
Seven, and sister Kathleen, age four Years. My 
aren settied on NW 34404.03, 

‘Gur early years were spent playing near the 
bulldings, as iymx and bear were often seen. Our 
three cows ha lobe Rerded as they would travel 
for miles, since here were no fences. Mather did 
not know her directions away trom the bull 
Ings. 

"There was a small lake near by with an 
Island, whieh Bily claimed as his own. 1f you 
Were inks favor you were slowed to go with him 
thn the rat Otherwise, he was Robinson Crusce, 
find had Ito himselt. 

‘One day, when dad was bulding the 1g barn, 
‘mother an is Sjodahl decided fo go blueberry 
picking. Kathy and I were fold to watel Alek 
Losey, as he was only a toddler. However, Re 
Saered tthe ake’ and fel In nly to get 
Soaked. Mother got a large pall af berries, But 
next morning her eyes were swollen shut from 
Insect bites 

When the men were all away working one 
midsummer day, Mrs, Jake Ambure came 
Tushing over, eairying a ‘small child, They 
oulda’t find’ Jimmy, ‘age about four years 
Mother gathered us together to go. the mile 
across the flelds with her. As we hurvied up the 
Fit; wnere-a large barsel stood by the tral, Up 
tame a fair head from inside the barrel. Jini 
had climbed in and had gone to sleep there 

‘When Billy was raking hay one hot day onthe 
far ede of the farm with the oxen Sam and 
‘Tom, the heel fies struck them. Home they 
galloped, across the narrow pole bridge and into 
the Lake Billy was stl on the seat ofthe rake, in 
‘water too deep fo wade out. In later years, a5 
Toads were. Being bullt. the lake had 10 be 
rained. It was a sad day for us children — no 
‘more swimming and raflng — but mother was 
happy, as there would now be fewer wet clothes. 

Bly and Kathy often went toJoha feehy"s on 
the next quarter. He always gave them a dried 
Drune, ie stirred hls beans (these two belng the 
{main dish for bachelors) with his stove poker 
Gne day Twas alowed ogo along with Bly and 
Katt. T stood by the door, wateking, and, sure 
fnough, he poked the fire and then stirred the 
beans! On the way home they ran ahead and ltt 
‘ie, saying the bears would get me, ‘That night 








hada terrible nightmare that kept them awake. 
They were punished” 

Mr. McDonald, who lived three and a halt 
miles west, often came By on his way fo Gilby 
With his bay’ mare and single busay. He was & 
Talnister, anda very educated man: Some of the 
Ploncers thought him rather queer. He and my 
‘dad would sitfor hours, talking astronomy. One 
‘day Allek and'T were racing to the house for 
‘inner. There, onthe narrow poreh, mother nad 
put the roexing chalr out for Mir. MieDonald, as 
Fre nad walked trom Gilby (his mare nad died). 1 
Was ahead and ran right Into him. Belng very 
shy, Tovas terrified, and ered. The next time he 
fame he brought me a lovely story book. 

‘School days followed, with cold. walks in 
winter and swamps towade ln summer Tt cased 
after the Christmas concert, to open again In 
Maren, coatiauing’ all summer. went only 
through Grade 8, as that year my father passed 
Way and I stayed Home i help Billy and Kathy 
wwth the farming. 

‘Our social life consisted of dances and box 
socials, Giby put on a Saturday social evening, 
when they had boxing, sing songs, and games 
We would go for ralles in 20-below or colder 
Weather, elther horseback or by leigh load, We 
Would have as much fon on the road as at the 
ance, Jack Mullarkey, a friend of my amy, 
Was always along. He hada fine barltone vlee, 
dnd always helped with the entertaining during 
the supper nour 

‘in Hs, married Jervel Maddox, who came 
tp the valley with his folks fom Missourl 
Uss.A, at the age of years, He worked out fo" 
farmers the next year. Ia the spring of 1916, 
belng tired of the Job at 30! day, he joined 
the Canadian. Army. He was there month 
Defore his mother was notified. Being aot vet 
16, she fook him out, By that time. he ad 
‘cided that the army’ wasn't so exetting after 
Si He Joined the US. Marines in i819 and was 
‘witn them unl 192. At that time he came back 
to Canada and took homestead st Winteld, 
Alberta, 

'We spent 1998 on the homestead then came 
‘back and rented land until Mare, 1890, when we 
‘moved with our daughter Marie (0 months old) 
Toe B13.5, whleh we had bout for S30 

!and poor prices made times 
red ‘with horses, 80 had few 
fexpenses. With the cat, pigs, chlekens, and & 
large garden plus good management we were 
able to get better equipment and more lana, own. 
{ng 960 acres when we retired and moved to 
Exkville In 1967. Our three boys now omn the 
tan, 

‘We nad nine ehldren: Joan Marie, Euzabeth 
Lorraine, Willam Steven, Edythe Pear, Eunie, 
‘Thomas Frank, Dianna Joyce, Joha Gilbert and 
Ruby Lee. Five ofthe etldren were boen on the 
farm, with the doctor wating many hours for 
‘hele areval. 

‘Our visting and trips to Beeville were done 
































with @ team and bugey unl 192 when we traded 
Cattle for a secondand Model T Ford. 

(Cooking for threshers was a big chore even 
witha gir tonelp, A large table was brought into 
ld he 14 men, We would have fo be up at five 
belock, get breakfast over, milk the cows, get 
{ae endren of to school and then start dlaner 
Sometimes the men wanted morning lunch ag 
Srila lunch in the afternoon, If we ran short of 
meat, cilckens had tobe killed 

‘Our clldren grew up to be very responsible 
asthe years went by, enabling us fo take a few 
weeks holiday each year 





In September of 1967, we bought a house in 
Eckley as Jervel was il. He passed away on 
November 28 of that year. sive inthe house 
with my daughter, Bune, who ls handicapped, 
Duta cheerful companion. "The others took thelr 
Schooling at Andrew and Eekville Schools. 

‘Marie married John Wilson. They had seven 
chlldren, Ted, who served several Years in the 
Srmed forces, Is now an Instructor in polation 

‘Whitehorse, Yuon. Richard passed away’ in 
167, after a Tong illness. Barbara, now Mrs, 
Albert Brand, has one son, Brent Randy, Terry, 
Dale and Bradley are thelr four other children 

‘Betty married Walter Cuntngham. They had 
five children; Lols; now dirs, Peter Dance, has 
two children’ Kelli and Shawn, Gregory paseed 
Sway in 1956. Gerald married Terri Mottus and 
hs two children, Jay and Melanie. Darr, and 
‘Susan, mo ts sti in school 

‘ll lives on SW 841-25, He married Joyee 
Dyfland and’ thelr four ehlldren are Carol, 
Sieven, Marian and David at home 

Pearl took a home economies course at Olds 
College. She worked as\a dietician in Calgary 
General Hospital unill ste married. Michael 

















Dubyna. ‘They nave four ‘daughters: Sharon 
(oars. Davia’ Werrett), Sandra, Brenda and 
Foanne 


“om ves on W 6413-5, He spent several 
years working for Mia. West Paper, in Calgary 
He then (ook a mechanles course at Olé. He is 
married to Caroline Chappel. They have three 
Children, Debbie, Jody and Anna-Marle who are 
Sill attending exile School 

“Joyce fo a secretarial course in Red Deer, 
then ‘Wworted In Lacombe unt. she married 
Stewart Calkins. ‘They have three. hildren, 
‘Gwen, Jeffrey, and Shel. 

“Jack lives on NE b4L-3.W5. He married Susan 
Hareus, Their three children are Paul, Roby, 
snd Craig all at home. 

‘Ruby-Lee took four years of University in Ea. 
monton, geling a B. 8 degree, She majored in 
Frenchy and taught at Rocky Mountain House 
and in Calgary. She married Thomas Houston 
‘They have two boys, Timothy and Bret. 


VOLDEMAR MATIISEN and FAMILY 

"Voldermar Matisen and his wife lta Sigrid 
arrived Witt tele three children, Hendo, Arne 
ind Fda, at Eckville on June, 1948, They were 
Sponsored as immigrants by’ Vollis brothers, 
‘hired snd’ Arnold Matiisen, Previous to this, 
they had lived four years in Sweden, having es 
‘caped the Russian advance in Estonia at the end 
of World War Ih 

Having purchased the three quarters of the 
Frank MeTighe farm, Wis and SE 94135, 
they’ moved there In January 199, As luck would 
hhave it, the move took place on a Tecord 
‘breaking cold day, 50°F, providing’ hint Of 

‘A mixed farm operation was commenced to 
support a family of seven, whlch now also ln 


























cluded Rita's aunt, Eisveth Siléver and her 
‘mother, Melanie Dreyblagt They were deceased 
In Tse ana 170, respeetiveiy. They were buried 
1 the Gilby Kaimu Cemetery 

"The oldest son, Hendo, entered the Eckville 
SJunlor High School and graduated from the Lind 
Say Thurber Composite fligh Schoo! in Rea Deer 
in 64. He studled Engineering at the Uatversity 
tt Alberta, Ame and Ba began their schooling 
Al the Andrew School and were transferred to 
Eekwite in 1853. when the Lacombe County 
Schools were centralized. Arne graduated there 
in 868 as Valedictorian and Eda finished in 962, 
Winning’ the ‘Eckford ‘Trophy. ‘They both con 
inued thelr educational ihe University of Alber 
ta Ame studying Chemistry and Eda studying 
Payenology. 

‘Arne married Carolyn Willey of Brooks in 
1966 and iney and thelr daughter Janet Ray have 
spent several years in Europe where Arne hss 
been employed as a computertog analyst. He 
recently returned to Calgary” as manager at 
Computaleg Services Lid, endo has been 
employed in the construction industry 
{hroughout Alberts, Eda ‘has worked atthe 
Unlversity Alberta Hospital as ‘a, psyehologtst 
since 1966. She mavried John MeChing, an 20 
fmonton lawyer, in 1973, who 18 now Supreme 
Court dustice of Alberta, ving in Edmonton 

"The hardships of the early years of farming 
were eased by the arival af three productive oll 
wells. For several years, Voll also worked as & 
battery operator, After that, most of the farm 
‘operation focused on altle and grain, In 196, 
ita entered the University of Alberta, in the 
Faculty of Education, to supplement her Eure: 
pean training in Medicine and Dentistry. She ob. 
Tained a teaching certificate and commenced 
{aching at the Bekvile Junior and Selor High 
School in 1965, In adaltion to teaching’ she 
‘operates the schoo! brary 

“Voll managed the farm operation unt 3974 
atter whieh he rented the land, They continue fo 
live there, enjaving the home place which they 
have developed aver the past 29 years, ‘Theit 
chilaren return often ot weekends and holidays 
{otenjoy and appreciate the flowers and gardens, 
and the seenery’ of Mealcine Valley. 











‘THE MeCRADY FAMILY. 

My mother, Reane father, Homer Jokn, sons 
— Herb (Songy), Wilbur (Chiek), tle (Bi, 
Raymond and: daughter, Ruth, moved. {rom 
Drumheller to a farm in the Andrew schoo! dls 
telot Tne farm was knowa as "The Canyon 
Place" because of the road that ran through itn 
5 canyon elween Charles Andfew and George 
Fraser of the Locktartdistrlt. They arrived at 
the farm in the Easter holidays of 1990 and 
‘remained there until 1885 when they moved £98 
farm in the Lockhart istic, 

‘Father had been raised on a farm in Missouri 
and carled some o his eater memories into is 
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{arming In Atberta, casing him to be known a8 
‘One of his earlier efforts in ralsing hogs 
‘caused his nelghbors to think he was in the bee 
re when they looked down from 
‘A huts for the plgs were mistaken 
{or beehives. ls basket rack for bundles was not 
2 good design for the hills as the sloping ses 
Slowed! the load to overhang foo 1a" and tip. 
Mules were natin common use im the atea and 
urs caused a Tot of excitement as they were 
always ready to Fun, buck, klek or bray In order 
fo get attention, 

"The Mecrady home soon became quite 2 
‘meeting place as my mother was one of the best 
Cooks around and everybody was always 
Wwelgome at out fable, 

Herb had a bright yellow Ford roadster tht, 
caught the gels eves, but Chick was usualy the 
lite or any party with his quick wit and yoaeling 

T GBI ot Rlmbey) was the woodsman, hunter 
and the one to Keep the home fires burning when 
the rest of the family went anywhere. Sister, 
uch, was my helper. We were likely given this 
duty as we were the youngest, except for baby 
Rov. 

Tater, our older sister, Mrs. Rounds, came 
back tothe familly with her three children ~ Gor: 
on, Geraldine and Marion (Mts. Paul Eekes, 
Eaiville). She then moved to. the. Liner 
homestead where she took in Eunice Wells, 4 
Gant, and slster to Zeth Wells. 

Tiny sure the years spent on “The Canyon 
lace” were the Bappest of my life even iit dd 
fake two bushels of wheat fo buy my dad's tobe. 
0, We were never hungry but clothes were very 
Wwell worn before being discarded, 














F. B, MeTIGHE AND FAMILY 
Francis ‘Bernard MeTighe was born in 
Pitsburg, Pennsylvania, in It 
Tn 1968 he came from Holloway, Minnesota to 
homestead in Humbott, Saskstchetwan, where he 
met bvaZengel. Eva was at her’ widowed 
‘mother's homestead in the Humbolt aistret, 














Frank and Eva were married in Cranbrook 
B.C, on Novernber 11, 188, 

‘Frank bought grain for the Alberta Pacific 
‘company for'a period of 17 Years 

Ti 1939 they Bought three-quariers of land in 
‘he Gil’ astiet and lived there unt he fall of 
184s, when due fo health, the farm was sold fo 
Voll Matisen 

“The following January he went to Vancouver 
and Salt Spring island on  hollday, where he 
Sayed shy weeks, len returned to Alberta, 

He had previously bought a tract of virgin 
land in the Rocky Mountain House distri, Sec 
ze.W5, now owned by Edleen Levwton ‘After 
Frank's return from the coast, withthe aid ofa 
‘caterpillar and hls boys, he began to get thls un 
er cultivation. Walle engaged in this endeavor 
‘death overtook hm, 

‘Frank and Eva had five children; Maurice, 
ving in Dawson Creek and Salt Spring Island, 
Eileen Lawton In the Guiby area, Pallp In Reed 
Deer, George in Eekville and’ Nora (Mis. 
Bredersen) of Wintel 

va MeTighe was a very kindly even 
‘ompered lady, with a sense of humor, who made 
the mest of things. Sho was deariy loved by her 
ohn and had 8 great number offend 

[Besides her own familly she helped raise 
aleces and nephews, boarded school teachers, 
Miss Agnes Anderson and Mss Lenore McLean, 
‘cooked for hired men and looked after less for: 
funate men that Frank would bring home bat she 
Arew the line when Franke wanted to adopt wo 
lie indians n thetr later years. She must have 
‘ben ted 

Tn 1805 people came to the MeTighe's, with 
horses and fresnes, fo level an area for skating 
Fink, Ice was made and a granary was used for 
‘lub house, where lunch was served. In summer 
Tenis, baseball and. horseshoe games were 
played on the levelled ground 








The sports activities were much enjoyed by 
athe young folks in the district and those com 
Ing a distance. 

‘Alter Frank passed on Eva married W. A. 
Saunders of Ponoka and lived there Until Bis 
death 10 years later. 


She then moved to Fekville and later to the 
Westview Lodge in’ Rocky’ Mountain House, 
here she spent her remaining Years 

Maurlee, ata very early age, helped withthe 
farming and was in charge of five fosix hundred 
head of ewes for the summer, on a lease 2miles 
fom home, i the west country 

Th the spring with hls sister, Eileen, the foc, 
his to dogs Cob and Charley, «covered wagon 
with'a Jersey milk cow tied behind, they'd ead 
‘west ona trip that took twe days. Once settled in 
"shack, by a spring which eame out ofthe sige of 
the hil his work would begin. He would shear 
the sheep, lamb out all the ees, slong ith the 
‘care of Keeping the sheep on the lease as It as 
fot fenced. Dating the harvest, when Maurice 
‘was needed at home, Philip oF George would 
Take thei turn at replacing him 

‘One fall the oss of sheep was heavy from rus. 
ters and Frank was interested in sawmilling 50 
the sheep Industry was phased out 

Maurice then began fo bulld roads end help 
setup the sawmill. He atone time cooled for & 
ew of elgnt men, on a heater, besides working 
‘vita them on the foad and when the mil was is 
Speration he ald the saving, 

“The mill was burned one winter and two years 
later a forest fre swept trough burning & Yard 
full of logs and the saw ue 

Maurlee escaped the re along with Pal, but 
Maurice's nerves were bad so Frank: sent ht 10 
Fulford Harbour where he bought a fishing boat 
"Tae Ulinston ©, and went into fishing 
business. He then marvied Tile Akerman, from 
the Island and they went farming at Progress, 
Be. 

There they raised a daughter, Mary Lory, two 
adopted children, Don and Jane and two foster 
children, Rey and Brenda, 

Maurice and Tille have bullt_a Rouse at 
Fulford and intend retiring there. For hs good 
Works and help to the Fathers in Progress dle 
{fet the Pope sent him 8 papal Dlessing, 

Tileen spent a great part ef her earler Ife in 
the west county and loved every minute of at 
the sheep camp, cooking at the sawmill and, fn 
Season, plcking berries, 

“in 15 Elleen married Bob Alexander at Ml 
Bay, Vancouver Island. ‘They adopted 0 
ciléren, John and Pat, Dut Before Nan was of 
Fielaty adopted Bob passed away 

Eileen ther ‘came back to Alberta and 
married” Allck ‘awion, -Allek ‘and Eileen 
‘Adopted Nan and had two eilldren of thelr wn, 
‘im ana Lorie 

Phillip enjoys living and people. He was ac. 
tive In hockey and baseball ahs youth. He ren 
the steam engines atthe sawmills and when his 
Sister would go to the boller zoom ram’ the 
fltehen he woud remark that she smelled ofthe 
‘Hitchen and would let oUt hisses of steam from 
the big throbbing engine. 

Philip spent three and one-half years in the 
navy on the "Prince David" In Vancouver, he 




















‘met and married Sybil Groen. When the wat was 
Over he settled north ofthe home place and there 
{hey raised a son and’ daughter, Wayne and 
Shisey 

‘Sy passed aveay after a lengthy ness. Phil 
then went to” work al the Red Deer General 
Hospital where he is sil employed abd. as 2 
sideline (rains dogs. Phil married a widow, 
Peggy McDonald, rom Red Deer, 

George and Nore were te (wo voungert ana 
were great pal. If they went horse trading with 
Pryce Andrew, who was ‘working. across the 
fence, inthe fel, George would always see 0 
that Nora was looked after, witha fur neck plete, 
ven if she was barefooted 

Nora lost her garters so her mother 
threatened: punishment It {t were to happen 
fagain. That night at the supper table, mother 
was very much surprised when she looked down 
fat her youngest daughter, and savy that on one 
Teg she was wearing'a polka dot bow te and on 
the other a'red plaid one — George was looking 
after his tte sister. 

George took over the farming of the land 
north of Rocky after his father passed on, He 
‘married his chlldhood sweetheart, Ruby Huseby, 
‘They later moved. to Eckvile where George 
worked for an ol! company and for Skoedopale 
Const: Ld, ‘Tere they falsed two ‘hildren, 
Susan and Bob, 

‘Nora spent some time on Salt Spring Istand 
Worklng ina store at Fulford Harbour. Later she 
picked fruit at Sennlehton with her sister, 
Exleen, and when the season was over they 10% 
ver a job painting a house and garage in that 

‘Nora returned fo Alberta and married Denals 
Brodersen. They lived in the Lockhart area for 
awhile, faler moving to Wintield, on farm, 
‘where they raised a family of teny Larry, Holly, 
Elden, Debra, Wayne, Layna, Hermie Hlayn, 
Bly ind Angela. 





QRORNE, ROY AND EDITH (LINDER) — by 
Bah Oboe 

Roy was born in Wisconsin, U.S.A, but grew 
up inthe Bentley district. twas born in Warren, 
Oregon, U.S.A. in 1908, and my folks, Katl and 
Emma'Linder, moved to alberta ia ih. T had 
my schooling at the Andrew school 

oy and 1 were married in 198. We spent 

"Years buying grain and then farmed in the 

Bentley district and on the Linder farm nortn of 
Gilby. Later we moved northwest of Cochrane, 
Alberta, and ranched ther unt our retirement 
‘We are how living at Crofton, B.C.on Vancouver 
Island, 

‘ur three sons are Allan, Boyd and Gordon 
‘Alan, afyena ana family live in Black Diamond, 











They have two chldren — Loraa and Mitchel 
Bord and wife Edna (Kalev), and their 

children, Daryl and Janice live In Cremona 
‘Gordon, 


Jennifer and thelr children, 





Christine, Wesley and Lilian, also tive ia 
Cremona. 


PALM, FRANK AND HILMA — by Hazel An- 
Grew 

Frank and Hilma Palm were the original 
owners of the NE-441:W5, (the late Chale A 
‘Grew farm), nomesteading from 1908 1.195, 
when they sold ou tom Clausen (no relation 
Dan Clausen.) Frank and Hilma moved, and 
Frank worked at Manyberries and Red Lodge 
‘They had four ehildren, One son, Harold tow 
deceased) left one daughter, Diorah, living on 
Vancouver Island, Of the three daughters, irs 
Ame (Gertie) Vanter fs buried ia the Sylvan 
Lake Cemetery. Flora, who was married 10 a 
Boetor, is butted In Oregon, USA. Another 
aught, srs. John (Frances) Glotjen, whe is 
living in Nanlarao, B.C, Nas one daughter 





rank and Hilma separated andin 1990 Frank 
lett or Russla, where he marred his second wie 
In 18%), Her name also was Hllma, She passed 
vay in To4l and is buried in Kaljola Belo 
March. Frank passed aoray in 199? at he age of 
S0'years, and ie buried in Russia 

Sim Clausen farmed the land antl 199 of 
‘ub, shen he sold to dirs, Ezabeth Bradley of 
Calgary. Jim was & beehelor. Twas unable fo 
find any Fecord as to where he Nad gone from 
here. 


EDWARD PAULL FAMILY—by Sharyn Paull 

1h October, i972 we purchased the Davie 
Kurzman farm and moved int the Gilby atric 
Werwere not complete strangers to this area as | 
was born and raised inthe Rimbey-Bentley area, 
Eitward, everyone else calls him Eas raised 
in he Bentley area. Both of our parents are stl 
living st Bentley 

We had two firs, Pamela aged five and 
Leanda, aged three when we derided to start 
arming. The next summer we Aad a boy Jayson 
Gay). 

Tn 1974 we were able to purchase a halt 













































section southeast of where we live, buying the 
lind from Charley Walker. Everyone cals that 
land the Dvornek and Cari Johnson place 
“Along with our farming, award works for 
Hudson's Bay Oll and Gas, he has been employed 
this company for nearly 12 Years 
‘One of these days, with any’ lk, we hope to 
be ful time farmers and enjoy our farm life and 
fed neighbors mare 





PEDERSON, JOHN I, — by a daughter Olga 
Irwin 

ohn Pederson was bora in Norway’ in 1888 
He'came fo the US.A. and stayed for 2 short 
‘wile In titnos. While here he married Mary 
Peterson, who was also from Norway, and had 
teen born in 189. After thelr marriage the cou 
ple made thelr home in Minnesota until 1819, 
then they moved tothe GHbY district, setling an 
the NE 32-4035. My parents bought the farm 
Ttzough a land agent, O. Norem. Charles Kemila 
had been the previous owner. 

‘Upon arriving, we were surprised to see that 
cattle had faken shelter in ou home, ‘The doo 
fad been left open and livestock ran “at larg 
In'hose days, 

"There were four boys and four girls in our 
family. While in Minnesota agi passea away In 
Infaney. The seven children comming to Canada 
and the years of thelr births were! Magnus 
1i86 Albert — Ta¥9 deceased In 1883), Herman 
0, Elmer — 190, Bertha (Molander) — 
Tin, Oiga (Irwin) — 1955, and Julla (Lauritsen) 
aici 

We wore all kept busy, as we milked 25 cows 
‘me cows srere housed ih the lange barn Which 
was demolished only a few years ago. We also 
ad fang’ pigs whieh were fea the mallk: The 
ream was taken 10 Eekville by team and 
‘Mapes. by wal othe Dalry Pool exeamery at 

Herman resides in Rimbey and was 
predeceased by his wite, Evel. 

‘Magnus and Elmer are living on the home 
place, Furnishings must have been well con 
Fnucied in those days, as my brothers are st 
‘sng the same large Usona cook stove that they 
Drought with them in 1819, Many a meal has been 
fucked on the stove and, In spite of continuous 
ise, iis stil in good condition, 

“iy mother passed away in 1848 and my father 
in 80. They are buried In the Gilby Cemetery. 


























PETERSON, PETER AND CARRIE — recalled 
by Vivian (Forsell) Oglivie Wy and SE SL40< 
Ws 


‘Carre was first married to Mr. Olsen and to 
this union was born one daventer, Father. A 
Togeing accident took the fe of ME. Olsen. He 
‘was hauling a load of Lumber south of the 
Tomestead (NW 2440-3W4), when the load slia 
{nd caught Air. Olsen, killing him In ebout 105 

‘eter Peterson, a bachelor and homesteader 
ving nearby, mactied Carrie Olsen and they 








made their home on the NW 34. It was ths cou 
Dle, slong witn Esther, who were guests at the 
Fotsel boarding house in Seattle, Washington 
‘Esther married a man bythe name of 
Whitey" Murphy and they lived on the SW 34-40 
WS, In 2835 misfortune struck them and thelr 
lange hip roofed house and valuable contents 
‘were completely destroyed by fre. "The Murphys 
then built the cottage-type dwelling that le sti 
fon the Roy. Andrew farm, 

Carrie died in Calgary in 1985 and was buried 
there. As far ass known Esther and Peter Peter 
Son spent thelr last aays together in Bellingham, 
Washington. 

‘Peter and Carrie Peterson had many 
diferent rare living in thelr bulldings and 
Fenting the land: So that those pioneers be not en 
firey forgotten we are inluding as many as can 
be remembered inthe Peterson history 

{iving on the NW 34 was the John Saari fami 
ly who later moved io the Salma distrit. Then 
‘came Car Hule, a bachelor who lived there With 
hls brother, August and wife. About 1925 the Hule 
Bros, nad sale and the three of them went back. 
{fo Bstonla. Andrew Frederickson, 8 bachelor 








‘and hized hand, was also employed by the Peter. 
Sons. Andrew's living quarters were in a small 
Shanty, lose tothe Beterson dwelling. He died in 
18, 

“The SW 34 also had many occupants. In the 
carly "0s a family by the name of Crane resided 
fn the quarter and were succeeded by Esther 
dnd "Whitey" Murphy. ‘The Whitaker farnlly 
then rented the tree quarters. A'not day in the 
maldale of May 18% was a tragic ane for them as 
tne of thelr sons was Killed by lightning ad the 
Other was seriously burned. The brothers were 
fencing at the time. In Maveb, 160 the Whitakers 
had a sale, 

"Esther Murphy then sold the land to Edward 
Moro. A very enterprising farmer and 
businessman, Fa and fie wife Hilda, soon had 
many superior bulldings erected on the 
Farmstead. Te property much improved, 
‘oid and went fo other challenges 


QUINN, JOHN 

‘ohn Quitn emigrated from County: Down, 
ireland. He worked as fireman on the CPR 
Pssenger trains the Bg Valley area and ved 
In Calgary, Alberta for several years, 

Tn M21 he bought he Wis of 641-3:V5 through 
0, T Norem land agent, 

One evening while visting the Lester Dobbs 
familly and relating a humorous story he ted 
the kitchen chatr, thinking the wall Was behing 

im as it as only a carta, he fll Into the 
Dedioom hal. Another time he ended & tall ale 
by slapping his eg, tenting abox of matches. He 
an outsie, gripping hs pocket, to save burning 
himselt 

THe farmed with horses and also raised 
Cydesdales of whleh he was very proud 

‘In 1818 he sold the farm to Jervel Maddox, 
upon retiring. Mr. Quinn lived in Rotel in 
Calgary unl he was hospitalized fora briet ime 
before hs death 

Marie and John Wilson lived therefor several 
years. Tom Maddox nov ovens tt 

This SW. 6-413:W3 was homesieaded by Mike 
Sestrap about 1990 











RAABIS, JOHN AND ROSALIE — by Jean 
Habis Hutchison 

‘In 1003 John Raabls immigrated to Canada 
from his aative Estonia, as did many more 
Estonlans, and settled In'the Medicine Valley 
When he arrived he filed on his homestead about 
fone and one-half miles north of where the Gilby 
Store now stands, on SW-2240.815. His Wite, 
FRosatle along with others, and her young son, 
Harry arrived a 1001 from thelr homeland: 
‘Ariving in Red Deer, they were met by, ln 
fz, who had gone in by team and sragon to pick 
them up and take them to thelr new homes 

‘tip to Red Deer in those early years was a 
‘heee-day affair by team and wagon. They would 
feo as far as Syivan Lake the first Gay and stay 





fvernight witha family hat tater became very 
food friends. The next day they would continue 
{in fo Red Deer and do thelr business and return 
{o'syivan Lake that nigh On the third day they 
Would continue the tip, arriving Aome that 
hight, Tals Journey eerteinly was a highligat it 
thet ives, 

“Tne Toads were nothing but bush tralls In 
those days and traveling was very slow. Thelt 
first tome was-a log cabin whieh they Bult 
themselves These were very altiult and eying 
times for them, 

During the winter months of those first ew 
years John, along with other sellers, went 10 
Work on the rallad at Kananaskis while thelr 
‘wives remained on the homestead to look after 
thelr cattle and take care of thelr ehllgren. In 
order fo be able o plant a garden, lana had oe 
Cleared, The bush was very thick and it was very 
hard work to elear the necessary pot of ground, 

"Tn 1909 Resale gave birth to her second son, 
Carl Jenn, and in 1911 thelr daughter, Louse, 
twas born. Bush partridge, Jack rabbit and fish 
‘Were plentiful in those early years. Flour, sugar, 
al tea and cottee were the man staples which 
Were bought. Wild berries were pleked tn the 
immertime and made into preserves for the 
‘winter months. From thelr garden they were 
Able to store vegetables that would See them 
fhrough the winter. 

pete rt eters wore very hardworking 
people, and provided most of their own needs 
‘There were many bad fimes and good ones, but 
think most would agree thatthe good times sur 
passed the bad. ‘House parties, plenies and 
Visiting your neighbors was the’ only form of 
entertainment In those early years, s0 quite 8 
‘ommuntty spirit emerged. 

Tin1S16 Rosalie fell and broke her leg. She was 
taken 0 Rimbey to the hospital bat sbout ten 
days leter gangrene had set in and she was taken 
fo Lacombe, where she had it amputated. This 
Ineldent was very hard on her, her husband and 
their young children. Neighbors were very Kin, 
tough, and somehow they managed. Tn the 
following years she had an artifical eg and was 
fable to de her own work, Besides looking after 
her nome and family, she was a miaveite for 
many Years. She delivered several bables for 
many ladles tn the area. Some of ther families 
tr descendants sitive in the Medicine Valey 

Tn-t821 the Raabls familly was saddened by 
te death of Harry, the eldest son, He died uh 
ergoing an operation on his leg. 

in 198 Me, Marie Hermanson, John's sister 
‘came from the Old Country and made her Home 
‘vit them, 

In 193? Carl Raabls married me (Jean 
‘ulchinson) and we ved onthe Homestead wit 
Car's fates anil 141, when the senior Raab 
‘ved Into the nouse {ht thelr daughter Louise 
had had bull, "Louise had. gone to work In 
Eckville in 198 for Mr. Perri, a merchant. She 
was married in 340 to Alfred Isaacson, son of 














Mr, and Mrs. Fred Isaacson, They made thelr 
ome in Eckeille and later moved fo the farm, 

"a December of 181, Grandpa Raabis was 
burt nan accident he" had wile driving his 
horses. He died from those Injuries. His sister, 
Marie Hermanson, dled the following year, 192, 
fod her death left Grandma Raabisalone. A 
Sear later Louise and alfred moved to the farm 
nd Grandma Raabs ives with them unl her 
‘rath in June of T949, All tree ot these old folks 
fre burled im te Glloy cemetery 

‘Carl and I had three sons, George, Tors and 
‘ery. They altended the Andrew Sehoo! unt it 
Was closed. when the. Consolidated. School 
Bivsions were forced, Then they were bused fo 
Eekville where they finished their schooling. 

‘Cart sold the homestead quarter to is sister, 
so it still remains In the family. He. was 
tployed by the County of Lacombe from 1949 to 
{28k He then operated a gravel crusher for 
Hopkins Construction for several years 

"in 1838 our son George left home to work at 
Banff and then apprenticed there to become a 
mechani, He recelvod hs journeyman’ papers 
In'December of 1962 He was matried In 1964 10 
Florence Kelly, of the Bentey distiet, She Ras 
fro children, a boy and a gil, from a previous 
marriage. George adopted them and’ he. and 
Florence have one son et thelr oon They live in 
[Brish Columbia, where ‘George is atsatant 
foreman with the Department of Highways. 

"Tom, our second Son, marvied Mary Crouch 
ot Condor in 1902."At that time ‘Tom was 
employed at the co-op store prior to his 
‘marriage. He stayed there until 1865, when he 
‘moved fo Red Deer and was employed by Red 
Deer Packers until 1968, When the Canada 
Packers opened in Red Deer in 1968 he 
‘ransforred and has been employed there ever 
Since. They make thelr home In Red Deer and 
have two daughters and one son 

“Terry had gone {o Edmonton in 1962 to go on 
‘he stat of MeLeods Store there. He remained 
‘ere for about six years. In 1964 Terry. was 
married to Beverley Sinith of Three Hillis. They 
Imoved to Teed Deer in 198 and ‘erry eppres. 
ficed to become an electrician, He is Row a 
Journeyman electrician. They make thetr home 
{i'd Deer and have two children, a bay and a 
cy 

‘T1966 Iwas employed by the Red Deer Nurs 
Ing Home and worked there for 10% years, ret. 
lng in February of 197. Cari has been employed 
ince 1966 by" a company that sells enemas, 
‘al, and so forth in the oll elds, and is stl with 
ier. We make our homein Blackfalds, Alberta 











NE 38403.W5 

‘i 1851 Carl Rangen moved to his father's 
(alert T. Rangen) homestead where he resided 
Ut hls passing. The farmstead was on the vest 
fide of the quarter and Cari batched for 10 years 
before mavt¥ving. In I the family moved thelr 
ballding site to ine main road, where lovely 





hedge of poplars had been planted. After Car's 
passing his wile, Audrey, nad a farm sale in 
November, 192, (ase Leedale) 

“Glenn Hanzea tien became the owner ofthe 
(quarter and he in (urn had the farmstead made 
Into an aereage, which was bought by Barry and 
Mary Moxness i August, 1977, Ths couple have 
two eaildren, afiehacl and Lisa, and are from 
Rea Deer, 


SAMBROOK, JAMES It, 
‘Maren 2, 1824 Was not only’ the beginning ofa 
new season, for anotier muchoved and very 
ungry being was born at the home of Mr. and 
Mss, Samuel “Tin” Sambrooke. Belng the 
“porn” in mention, T remember itle of that 
birthday or the spring: some of the following 
‘nes held: more for me, The fist spring that | 
feeall Included mountains of show, and moun 
{ains of what later proved tobe wood blocks. The 
latter’ were brought Info. the nouse, ut the 
former were not, Later In the spring the moun 
{nln of ow turned to ite rivers, sloughs and 
Smal lakes, and the wood mountain turned 10 
‘what my mother sald was all out of bounds 
Spring meant water, birds, small animals, 
green leaves, sales and frogs 
“Summer, berry season, fal, Christmas, all 
held me in state where my elders wished there 
was more of spring's attractions at hand, Tim 
Sure. The great dust clouds were tolerable, “hat 
fame about that ime” i Twas elosed behind the 
house dors, altaough at some times Father had 
fome problems assuring Mother and I that all 
‘More sombre things were in store. Off to An 
Grew school for elght years. At that time it 
‘Scomed tome that mney could be mine by work 
Ing, and not by going fo school Later was off 0 
the gratnfielde, trucks and savenlls. At about 20 
Years of age, bricks, plaster and stuceo became 
the focus of my attention. After about 18 years 
‘employment with this kind of work, 1 became 
‘lena to fome part of the business — maybe 
'then reviewed the surroundings for some 
‘ind of work fo flill my money requirements, 
land the ollield seemed to be the answer” Ate? 
five years inthe “ll patch” other requirements 
Seented needed to be looked after. I viewed the 
Stgroundings again, and at Allance on April 2, 
$860 twas married to Jean Sheppard of Alliance. 
Of tis marriage we ate blessed with thre sons, 
Gregory, Graham, Garth, end a daughter, 
Marge. A son, Calla, passed away at age nine 
fronths on December 4 1982, We nave sine Been 
{ransferred to Rocky Mountain House, where we 
now lve, 

















SAMBROOK, JULIEN K. 

sullen K.'Sambrook was born November 3, 
awibin Lacombe, Alberta, and isthe oldest ving 
Son of Samuel 8: Sambrook and Eel Sambrook. 
fof the Gilby aisle Tm November of 1817 @ 








brother, Samuel, arrived, and the Sambrook 
household was soon echoing tothe laughter and 
Sometimes sereams of two palr of lusty lungs. A 
{hed brother, Harlan, arrived in Maren 1923 to 
Join the Sambrook nowsehols 

"rhe. Samuel Sambrook family were all 
essed with good hearty appetites and no time 
Was fost getting the chairs up 10 the table when 
the tlme as opportune, Wale may’ be con 
Sldered a good omen tobe blessed with @ good 

petite, there were times when the demand 
Almost exceeded the supply. Father Sambrook 
‘was good nunter and whenever the larder was 
felting low a brit Jaunt to the hills west ofthe 
Homestead was all that was necessary to 
Feplenish the meat supply 

The aly thitlies™ cane and went, and the 
second World War was upon us, My brother Samm 
Joined up toomediately, and. thus started. 9 
Ifetime career as'@solter" Julien remained on 
the farm, known as the NE 32403.W5. He 
married Laura Robson in November, 194; and 
Set about balling a small welling as Soon as is 
ftforts at a_saw rill had produced. enough 
lumber. Money was scarce, and Jullen and mis, 
Wife worked in the lumber eamps during the 
‘winter months, ‘Such was. the case in late 
‘December of 1843, when his father passed avay 
‘Ceaving thelr employment atthe rill where they 
Were being patd S20)a month clear for thelr con 
bined eforis tne returned fo the farm. Purehas. 
Ing the farm from hs mather, he and his Wife 
began farming in earnest 

“in August of 92, while polio was rampant 
throughout Alberta, Julien fel prey to the virus, 
By Ieee it was apparent that he would have To 
five up the life ofa farmer and try something 
{hat required tess physical stamina, In Apel of 
{hat year he held 8 sale, after which he began 
Working for the ‘Eekville Co-op “Livestock 
$arketing Association. 181958 Julien opened ah 
Insurance office, and remains at this work at Ie 
time of waiting in 1978 

Two chosen sons Were added to the family 
ayer the years, Toland tn 182 and Wilam in 











SAMBROOKE, SAMUEL FARE 

‘Samuel Earl Sambrooke sas bor on the 
homestead on November 3, 1817 and spent his 
Ccarliest years ina continuing searek for food. His 
problem was caused not by’ food shortage, but 
Father by his inability to hold enough to met Mis 
Inner, demands. Despite his shortcomings he 
‘managed to complete the curriculum at the An 
‘rea School st age 15 and then offered his skis 
‘nd talents tothe labour foree of that day. 

‘ils timing couldnt have been worse, 85 the 
rather attractive Wages of the 1920's had been 
ped out by the stock market crash in 1928 and 
ihethuls commenced wark atte very depth ofthe 
great depression. All youngsters of that time 
sore faced with almost 10 years of rock bottom 
wages, Sia day im summer, SY to S290 for 





harvesting. The jobless thousands tn the cles 
posed no threat tothe jobs forthe farm kids ho 
Red strong backs and callouses on thelr hands 
‘The local farmers were avery tolerant lol who 
gave the local boys preference, probably more 
Gut of a feeling of social responsibly thas 
‘anything else 

‘Sam was an indifferent worker who sought 
employment only Because ft was necessary to 
feet his everyday. needs, Distant lands and 
reat green pastures bevond the hills bore 3 
Strong attraction for lm. When the War Broke 
fut he went overseas with the arma There, da 
Ing ste years af war, he proved, If nothing’els, 
that he had'a strong survivor instinet Returning 
to Eekville in 191, he farmed fora wie fn he 
{Cockart district Before he returned tothe army 
to round out hs % years of service. 

Itter release from the service he and wie, 
Margery, (a native of Winnipeg) operated & 
Small ride! In Penticton, B.C. un hey sol ot 
ine Rey ate now relied and ving in Vs 
ouver, B.C the land of liquid sunshine 

‘One’ daughter, Elizabeth (Tile) now Mrs. 
Richard Kotylak, ves ona farm at Waskatenat, 
‘Alberta, along with, her husband and. three 
children. A step-son, Jim, resides in Vancouver 











SAMBROOKE, SIDNEY (TIM) AND FAMILY 

Samuel S. Sammbrooke was born on January & 
1882 and spent hls ear years ina small village 
‘on the outkiris of Walvernampton, Staffordshire 
County, England; the oldest boy in a fanaly of 
three boys and four girs. At the age of I years, 
hls education being completed, he Joined his 
father working at blast furnace n'a steel mil, 
‘There, for 12 hours a day, six days a week be 
hammered out axeneads ior the New Zealand 
and Canadian markets. Pay was poor, about 2 
Sting’ a day, and the future not particularly 
bright 

‘The rather stralghtlaced life in the clas. 
conselous English sete tha offered ite other 
than musle Lessons, singing In the choly and 
membership Inthe Gull didnot appeal widely 
{he young men of that day. The CP-R. adver 
Used widely of the excellent opportuaties that 
‘erated in Canada, and "Go West, young man, Go 
West” was the clarion ery of the times. Young 
Semmy, although ultra-conservative by his 
background and training, was suficlenty non 
onformist to yearn foF something diferent 
Finally, in the spring of 193, he had saved suf 
ficient money to book passage from Liverpool to 
Winnipeg, Had he chosen to take with him one of 
the axe Reads that he had produced in quaatty 
Instead ofa 38 callbre pistol he would have been 
better prepared for the trials thal lay ahead. 

‘Aboard ship Re met another Englishman of 
his own age, by the name of George Beddoes, 
Who was also booked fo Winnipeg. They became 
lose friends ana traveled the same trae for the 
Fest of thelr ves 

‘Somewhere slong the way Sammy dropped 














his Christian name (could you blame him?) and 
Went by the name of "Tim", Also for some inex: 
plleabie reason he dropped the last letter trom 
Ris surname, this ‘explaining why" some 
members of that family spell hername differen 

Ihr depending on thelr particular viewpoint 

On arrival at Wianipeg, George and'Tim soon 
found that Engilshmen were notin great dereand 
In'the farming community, but they managed to 
{el employment even though ile pay was in 
‘olved. Before long they learned to harness the 
horses and hook them fo the plow and perform 
fther routine farm tasks. Tim alwavs treed 2 
particular dislike to milking cows because, to 
Ue ls words, "i's pretty tough In the cold 
‘weather, milking with your mts on As most 
farms requlted farm hands to milk cov at least 
during the winter, Tim found it more convenient 
to work inte logging camps near Kenora, On 
lari, returning te the prairie in the summer. 
time: 

“He was soon joined by his younger brother, 
Amola, who hed returned trom service withthe 
SBrtsh Cavalry in the Boer War. The group of 
future farmers nad now become a tole, ArRold 
became nicknamed "Dick" by whlch name he 
was Dest known throughout the rest of hs Ife. 

Tr soon became apparent to this group of 
tendevteet that no homestead land was availabe 
Inthe arable portion of Manitoba. They conned 
the Immigration Agent at Winnipeg Inio belle 
Ing that they were qualified, as newly. arrived 
lmmigrants, to reduced fare fo Calgary. After 
{orlfving themselves on beer and free crackers 
fnd cheese at a hotel near the station a¢ Calgary 
‘im and Dick looked for work while George Bed 
does took the train to Lacombe where, by proxy, 
hetiled on four quarters of and ~ one foreach ot 
the "Taree Musketeers”, and also one for his 
younger brother, Len, who by that time had 
arrived in Winnlpeg. George thea journeyed all 
ine way back to Winnipeg, picked up his brother 
land returned to Calgary to rejoin the Sambrooks 
‘Thus In Noveraber 1905 the two sets of brothers 
Ehuly asived in Lacombe whee they leas 
fled an thelr land through the Government 
‘Agent one Frank Vieuton, They then faced 
‘westward to locate their Bonanza, 

Having no equipment, and lie other gear, 
iney easly negotiated transportation to Bentley 
with Jona Veetiin, who mauled trelght for the 
Bentiey Mercantile, At Bentley they obtalned 3 
lgh's edging and, meals, then proceeded. on 
foot to Jaber MePherson’s save In. the 
Cooxhari dstrict. Here they found employment 
tS. day'less a small charge for meal, As the 
{ood was excellent, the greenhorns felt they had 
Struck itch, a far ery from theit days in 
Manitoba vehere tne meager fare had reduced 
(hem to akin and bones 

"The winter of 190-1506 was extremely mil 
necessitating the transportation of logs to the 
mil by team and wagen, but it provided a fine 
‘pportunltyfor he new landowners fo locate and 









































appraise. their previously selected. acreages 
‘They found that they Iason or near the towns 
line between Townships 40 and sand not too far 
from the ml sel. Pyotr land was situated as 
follows! George Beddoes, NE. 3540.3" Len 
Beddoes, NW 35-403-W8; tim Sambrook, NESS 
‘W3.W5y Dick Sambrook, NW 3413.5, 

"Tnere were three situated high ana dey’ tn the 
Medicine Lodge Hil, Dick's quarter was stra. 
ale the ridge Immediately to the north af one of 
the highest features (Rabblt Hl) and Tim was 
Tocated on the westera slope. The question of the 
Soll or difielty af clearing land ld not worry 
them srhatsoever. The most important I 
bredtent, "good munting”, was situated right on 
the doorstep! 

Since they had no tools, farm equipment ot 
horses, thetr efforts at bullding cabins 
progressed siowly, but as the country was dotted 
{ith areas of good sold fire led timber, they 
‘ade some progress sith litle other fools than 
an axe. In the summer of 100 more 
omesteaders appeared in the Immediate area 
Garland Dae'Tuemas arrived onthe east half of 
Section three with feo wagon loads of effects 
pulled by four huge oxen. The Thomas! were 
Sriginallyffom Ontario, mad Spent some time in 
‘he gold Fush at Daveson City, Yukon Territories 
andhad obtained the equipment and oxen in Van 
fcouver. ‘The bulls were huge brutes, welghing 
Simost a ton each, and had been emplovedin the 
learing of Granville Street In Vancouver before 
‘making ihe piigrimage to the homestead. ‘The 
‘Thomas’ erected a solid log cabin on thelr land 
‘luring the fll of 198, This eabin reflecting go0d 
‘workmanship with its dovetailed corners Is 
Standing on its original location, having served 
In many afferent capacities inthe 70 years of ts, 
existence, ‘The land Is now owned by PRD 
Gyo 

‘Afler the arrival of the bulls the bachelors 
rade more rapid progress toward proving up 
their omesteads, The powerful but doctte brutes 
fave rellable service at all times except "fly 
fime™ when they would sometimes panic, tro" 
{hei alls inthe alr and head for the tal timber, 
faking with them the plow, the wagon, oF 
‘whatever. The ox yoke sed at tat time can tll, 
be seen af Julien’ Sambrooke's residence in 
Bevvile 

"The Thomas’ were somewhat more affluent 
than the rest of the bachelors, as they had 
famasses a few dollars in the Yukon and were 
thus able to devote full time to farm. develop 
ment. The remainder wandered far afield, seek 
Ing work tg supply the winter larder. During te 
Simmer of 1907 Tims and Len worked at construc 
Hon of tie cement plant at Exshast. Inthe fall 
they ‘returned. to the homestead. with thee 
Cayuses they had bough from the Indlans on 8 
Feservation at Motley. Tuese poales were of 
limited use as tarm animals and spent most of 
thelr idle moments trying to escape back 10 the 
reservation. Not until they had raised colts on 























the homesteads did they settle down to thelr new 
Me 

‘Winter was a time of celebration inthe nev 
‘community as the bachelors re-assembled 10, 
Swap yarns and display thelr newly acqulred 
possessions. They conducted the fall hunt to lay 
{n'a good supply ot meat and thousands of rounds 
of ammunition were expended in skill-at-arms 
Competitions. The stewing pot was always on, 
land though they trequentiy sang "We are poo? 
Suter proud andere pater.” any high 
degree of fussiness Wasn't slay appazent. 
Appointed cook Tar the day always had to field 
{ote of complaints such as “Too many pellets in 
the rabbit stew’ “The partridge has been hang: 
Ing a month too tong 

‘The winter was a convenient time to dig the 
wel." selected a bullaing site Inthe NE cor 
her ot his quarter, offering & paneramie view of 
the ‘valley, good ‘drainage, and everything 
Seemed right until t came time to get water 
After digging through rock, shale and blue clay 
for do feet, ne gave up and moved down to the 
fiat, shere he got water in 3) tect of easy dig 
ing 

‘Whien the bachelors felt the need for more 
sophisticated forms of entertainment they could 
always find it by hiking to Bentley. There they 
Practiced thelr barbershop quartets While ‘Tim 
Povecqualted himself with the plano. He had 
also spent the log nights inthe cabin practising 
fn the violin, much {o his mater” dlspeasare 
Many of the married folks in Beniey were quite 
Young and readlly partelpated in activities © 
F.Damnron teamed up with Frank Thorpe 
compose little paredies about the focal 
‘characters, whlch they would sing and recite at 
{he dancer during the invermiasionstim Sut 

rook at that time Was very proud of @ new fur 
oat whlch he malntained sas genuine raccoon, 

His friends agreed it might be eoyote, but the 
“llage dogs were certain ft was goat and treated 
accordingly. Also at that time he was belng 
hlded about raking ony a token contribution to 
the church bulding fund, soa parody on the Big 
{ime spender soon appeated. Itran something 3 
Tim Sambrook, we note, has gota new coat 
He surely keeps our eyes a blinkin” 
‘When he got his new coat, e gave them his note 
And they took It of course, without that 
‘To churen he ald go, and he made a good show 
Titthey passed round the plate wit the chink in 
He showed his good wil with a ten dollar bil 
But dropped inva alme, without think’ 

E, St gohn O'Nell who later bought the Len 
Bealdoes homestead, also was selected, He was 
pretty well a confirmed bachelor even at that 
Fine and never ad get married, but must have at 
ne time had notions of romarie, Hs ity was 
bet: 

‘Then thore is ths singing O'Neil for whom we 
al feel 
His own clothes he does wash and does rinse 
































Fell in fove no doubt, but it dldn’t turn out 
‘And he hast’ loved anyone since, 

“Tnus the single men added their contribution 
tothe entertainment ofthe day. Most all of them 
at one tlme- of another found themscives the 
fanget of C. F's pointed pen. Humor was offen 
Guite personal and alvays uncomplimentary, 
But everyone took It in ood grace, a8 was con 
Sdered better to be ribved than Ignored 

Bul the carefree days couldn't last forever 
The sounds of revelry eventually gave Way’ to 
Sounds of bables crying in the night as one by one 
the bachelors got married and adapted a'more 
Serious attitude toward the future. ‘The 
homesteads were fenced, afew acres broken and 
the Tana was qualified as being proven vp 

‘in i812 Tim Sambrook married Ethel C Reed 
who was teaching at the Bentley school, Ethel 
‘was bora in iain Towa, USA. Her mother Bad 
‘ied during cildbirtn and'she had been raised 
by an aunt and uncle at Movil, Towa, USA 
Where she attended sehool and obtained het 
Teaching ‘ertfieate, After teaching school in 
Towa fora time she travelied to Alberta to rejoin 
her father, who ad: immigrated. carler and 
Tocated “at Ponoka. AMter attending Alber 
College In Edmonion to. oblain an Alberta 
feachers’ cerifieate, sae taught school in two 
Tocations in Alberte before arriving at Bentley in 
1940 














After thelr marriage in 1912 Tim and Ethet 
lived for a time in the log eabin on Dick Sam 
brook’s homestead, as it boasted wo rooms, 
With the help and technical direction of John 
Kurzman, who had located on the NE £4i:05, 
‘Tim erected a trame structure (wo rooms an 8 
path), whlch Dick plastered inside, This hous, 
Without a doubt, took the prize as the coldest 
house inthe whole worl, the Goverment of the 
day" didn't offer any grante toward insulation, 
elther. Ethel taught schoo fora year at the An 








Arew school before the children commenced 
‘tviving on the scene 

Five cildren, all boys, were born tothe cou 
ple, wo.of whom died at bisth or shortly after. 
The first ofthe survivors, born Neveraber 31916, 
was named Jullen Kitchener, after two World 
War military leaders, The second son folowed 
tn is17, and, following ihe century long tradition 
Gf Samuels, was unofficially christened "The 
Prince of Walla for obvious reasons, The third 
son, Tames Harlan, was bora in March, 1823 





‘The Biomnson Brothers of Bentley made a 
four ofthe distriet during the years of World War 
Penta a well-driliog guttty and most of the 
homesteaders avalled themselves of the oppor. 
{unity fo obtain a good supply of water. With 
Wate available, the Sambronks started raising 2 
{mall herd of cate and some pigs, the place 
farted to resemble a farm, but many disap 
Pointments stl lay ahead 

‘The parents both contracted the fu In the 
deadly epldemle of 198, and narrowly escaped 
feath: Diek Sambrook Rappened to cal by Just 
Ss everything was freezing soll. Tim and Eine, 
both delirious with fever, dln’ even know thelr 
own names, much less being able to Teed the 
fhilaren or fook after the stock. Dick stared the 
fires, fed the ehildren, took care of the livestock 
fod within a few hours the erais had passed, 
with no casualties, ‘The extremely long cold 
winter didn't pase quickly and the long-dravin 
but spring of 239 sar the Nedpling herd of calle 
finally crawl aveay and die Just as the grass was 
bout to commence growth. ‘The debis incurred 
{or feed at 237 a bundle (in the stook and covered 
wlth snow fook a number of years to pay of 

"The “roaring twenties” brought some rellet 
to the beleaguered farmers as grain and hog 
Brices were quite good, and the weather co 
Sperative. Tim bought a CPR. quarter a Ball 
Tle west of the Homestead, whieh he called 
"The Swamp”. It offered about 30 acres that was 














easily brought under cultivation and the 
Femalnder varled from pasture land to imposst 
ble bog. But times were good; only. the 
pessimisis worried about tomorrow, They would 
Rave been better off i they had, asthe hungry 
"Mhirles" were just around the corner 

'No attempt will be made here fo ive an ac. 
count of that period of sufering that reached into 
very household and lef it scars on the pet 
Sonalty of so man” Tim Sambrook haa sutered 
Throughout his life with a serious hyrotd candi 
‘Non for which medlealselence at tbat time had 
provided no cure. ‘This condition affected ls 
femperament, causing deep pessimism to take 
‘over from petiods of high optimism. He seldom 
Tost his sense of humor, but frequently lost his 
Sense of direction of farm operations 

"The demands ofthe depression contributed to 
fhe development of a small enterprise of the 
Sambrook farm that was. quite successful 
Because litle money could be Talsed from other 
{farm products, Tim started to valse raspberries 
and sirawoerries on a commerical basis. In @ 
‘community that had long relled onthe canning of 
frult for the winter months, and the fact thst 
fver-grazing in the hills had destroyed the wild 
fruit tls project enjoyed a surprising measure 
ot success 

‘The war years brought about a man-power 
shortage, pickers could no longer be found, ant 
twas necessary to plow up what had been 
Follable source of revenue. Its interesting now, 
many years later, and after many unexplained 
Changes in the value of goods, to compare the 
Felative value of a case of berries against the 
Walue of other commodities at that time. A case. 
De berries (04 pint baskets) brought $A select 
bacon market hog brought $5. A palr of G.W.G. 
fowboy ings cost $Li8. A two-year-old steer 
brought $40, The prices quoted were those of 
About 1896 ar 1897, and you ean place your own 
fstimate on the farm valve of these same com: 
‘odie today, but you will readily see why that 
twas the time “be in the berries 

"Tim Sambrook's health deterloraied steadily, 
and in December of 103 he pasted on to his 
Feward. Eihel lived om in the family home 
Slongside tat of her son Jullen and his wie, 
Laura, for e number of years before moving 
back to Bentley to live wlth her youngest son 
Suifering from reduced mobility’ in 1089, she 
moved back to Bekvile for a time before it was 
Finally necessary for her to obtain ful-time care 
In the Fumbey Hospital for Senlor ciizens, She 
passed away In December, 1964 and was laid (0 
Fest alongsiae ner husband ana ane son, In the 
Beniley Cemetery 

"The story of the Tim Sambrook elders is nat 
one of great successes or Impressive” ae 
complistiments, but rather one of perseverance 
Inthe face of great odds, an ability tolaugh about 
ther own shortcomings, and go back a t again 
IU does. depict rather grapbleally how Ul 
‘equipped and basically unsulted at least some of 











the early homesteaders were for the trials In 
volved In the great land adventure of the early 
‘renteth century 

“They had a wide circle of frends in both the 
Lockhart and Medicine Valley. ‘Thelt lifelong 
fends, Len (now 8 years old) and Flora Bed 
oes are sil Hale and near, living in thelr own 
hhome in Penticton. ‘The flendship between the 
{Wo families has now endured for 79 years and 
holds ‘chances of: many mare years duration 
Without the assistance of the Beddoes" Keen 
memory, ths walter would have been unable t0 
Telate the many facets offen the early days on 
the township tne 





SAUNDERS, GLADYS (ANDREW) 

‘My parents were Wilism and Alice Andrew 
homesteaders of the Gilby district. After-com: 
Dleting Grade 9 at Anérew Schoo! Look a course 
At the Olds Sehool of Agriculture, in 125; and in 
the fall of 1828 went io work at @ general store, 
for Charles Rolston, in Rimbey. Tere met and 
married Lester Saunders. We managed different 
businesses in Rimbey after we had farmed fo 
Lester's ded Yor four years, 

Tin 850 we moved ts Ponoka where Lester was 
assistantseeretary for the Alunlelpal District, 
Which later beeamme the County of Ponoka, He 
Was Secretary for 28 years. Upon his retirement 
Wwe enjoyed fishing and travelling. Lester passed 
away In May 18 and Is buried in the Forest 
Home Cemetery, Ponoka. 

We have two sons, Donald and Gerald. Donald 
Js Ponoka’s town manager” and he as {0 
children, Blaine and Sharan. Gerald took an ele 
{tical course at S.A..T. and has worked for 
Calgary’ Power (or 18 years, stl working for 
{hom at Brazeau. He liver three rilies from 
Drayton Valley and drives with three others fo 
work, 35 mlles away. Hs two children are Karen 
‘and Randy 

| am sii lving in Ponoka where 1 belong toa 
number of organizations 





SCHOOL PICNICS OF THE 30's 
‘The end of the year plenie — a very happy 
‘Always sunay and dry ia the morning, 

although usually seemed To rain enough fo 0) 

the Tast ball game! 

"The unusual sight of your neighbors dressed 
up. All the new babies tt thetr ite sof muslin 
dresses, 

"lve Jeans hadn't been invented 

No ote wore “overalls” to the picaie, 

White shirts, sult pants and new caps 

Latles in fluffy organdy dresses or bright 
flowered prints, 

‘Kids barefoot for the races; cars polished 

Liltle new colored "anklets”" worn With can 
vas shoes 

‘Courting couples parked in cars to wateh the 
ball ‘game in delicious solitude, unless. the 
boyfriend was on ie team. ‘Then the gits stood 








at home base, cheering until they lost thelr 

That was the “thing todo". Tone didn’t have 
 boviriend, {twas dreary! 

‘EXervone enjoyed our tchool yard, for It was 
on ail, and the ladies and bables could put 
‘down blankets sit on ana eaten from above te 
Sottball diamone, 

Every lady trled to have home grown 
radishes ready for her potato salad. ‘The men 
{ook turns cranking the ie cream freszer. After 
hoon rain In the lemonade! Remember that In 
deserlbable smell of fresh green grase and rainy 
Temenade? 

‘The school itself seemed foreign, with parents 
and neighbors seated. along the aisles and 
Squceved Into our tiny desks, 

‘seemed wrong to see children running 
around the teacher's desk. But ft was cool after 
Face and the voices from the ballgame blew in 
through the open window. 

‘Alovely, lazy day, and all the summer before 

But sad, too, for we'd have to part with 
‘Teacher. (The 12:39 year-old ruler of twenty To 
iniety it, dusty rascals.) 

“Teacher insilied into us our future outlook on 
ute 

t_we were treated fairly and were ap- 
preclatea, Teacher had our undying love 

I, by chance, through inexperience wiih peo 
ple, dr by aceldent, Teacher hurt our feelings ot 
Werongiy accused ts, it lett us with. ifeline 
bitterness or a sensitiveness fo others" feelings, 
‘depending on our own nature 

ther way, our teacher made more impres 
son on us thaa almost anyone else in our ives 

‘Our teachers taught ts honesty, Faith n God 
and respoet for others, 

The ladies were dalnty, sweet and very firm? 

‘The men were gentle and wise and stong 
minde, 

‘Ob! 1 was lucky! 


SCHOOL PONIES 
‘There was Buck, Dan, Smokey, Red Cloud, 
Star ‘and’ many ihers’ who should. not be 
‘overlooked as ploncers in any disiiet, Whether 
Was 80" or 60° below, these trusty sieeds made 
their way tothe drafty building called the schoo) 
She cared vo and tree passengers 
Some pulled a eutter or a buggy or Cart. In any 
vay, they were always ready and willing to > 
thelr duty. The omy pay for their day's work was 
bundle of oats or feed of ehop of whole grain 
Depending on the shape of their teeth! 
Many a race tok place onthe way home from 
school; many’ an arm was broken when the rider 
fell'off the school pony; many” a youngster 
received a nasty Kick which may have given a 
lasting sear™but the pons sill made their way 
to schoo! 
‘The early 1950's saw the end ofthis method of 




















transportation, when the centralization of 
Schools began. The ponles ‘were put out to 
pasture when they were gradually feplaced by 
bie big vellow venicles called school busses 

if was farewell tothe school pony, the school 
barn, and the races often held of the ws 
‘fom schecl Many’ a pony’ knew thew 
‘thoat even a touch ofthe rein, These were the 
Dloneers of the rural school era 


SODERLUND, KARL 

In IMD Karl Soderlund left his country of 
bicth, Finland, 10 try his luek in the Ualted 
Sas. He worked at various places doing 
Carpentry work, a trade he had learned while & 
young man. 

in January 1905, Reverend Hfelt persuaded 
bum to come to Canada, as Mr, Soderlund could 
40 log work and bulla log houses. ‘The {Wo 
itavelid as far as Red Deer and then on west. In 
April 185, Mr. Soderiund filed ona homestead in 
ite Gliby area, believed tbe a quarter on the 
Wie Sed0-3V5. By July of that year he sent for 
‘Mrs Soderiund and thelr two children, His fam 
Iy'made thelr nome sith Me. John Helkkinnen, 
‘ih lived two miles noth of Zekvile, Inte spr: 
Ing of 196, thelr homestead house was finished 
and they moved into. Tey sola the property in 
{90s for $1,200 and moved tothe Elspeth district. 
Insite bulls hogee in Bekvlle and lived int 
a'year before moving to Sylvan Lake, 

"There were Ii ehlidren inthe family. Me. and 
rs, Soderiund both passed avay in 1850 and are 
buried nthe Kuusamo cemetery 


CARL SORENSON 

Daring the is several young men caine to the 
farming areas to act as hired hands. Cal Soren: 
son emigrated from Denmark during the depres 
‘lon years and worked for Willam Andrew, 
‘there he was happy fo vecelve wages of $12 pet 
‘month plus room and board. While a the Andrew 
frm Cart learned many valuable lessons on the 
ae of farm horses 

Tie served overseas in World War ILand wile 
‘England marriee Ivy, Upon retirement from 
the army’ Carl came to Lacombe where he and 
Thy lve in thelr comfortable bungalow 


THE STEEL FAMILY 

Ta the spring of 196, Mtr. and Mrs, William 
gee, ack and Anne) fanded in Calgary trom 
Scotland. The’ stayed with the late Mand Mrs 
John Davidson and Elst, whom they had kxown 
ip Scotland, The Davidson family lived on the 
(quarter where Jack Maddox aow ives. During 
ther stayin Calgary Mr. Stee! got blood poison 
Ing ins tand and had to spend sometime inthe 
Inspltal. Wale belng it ana out of hospital he 
fled on’ a homestead, SE 102745, north of 
Cochrane, Alberta. The faraily lived in a tent, on 
‘he homestead, during the summer and before 
‘inter set in they moved Into ther log Rowse, Tt 
Wras hard vo keep the house warm: the aie wa 
‘ne warmest place to sleep. 




















Mosquitoes and black flles were very bad and 
smudges Were often ito give the livesock some 
Fellet Tne land was not fenced and as a result 
‘hel catle wandered away. When located a call, 
had a well known rancher brand on it. They did 
‘ot now about brands until then, but soon ob 
falned one for eatte end horses, 

‘ter putting in one year on the homestead 
toy moved to White's ranch at Mitford for the 
‘ext two winters, Joking after the horses there 
Il was there that Anne was knocked! down by a 
horse that her mother was feeding. The doctor 
came by horse and bugay from Cochrane, 10 set 
her broken leg. He and Mrs. Stee} (ore a bed 
Sheet inte long strips. She Was then Instructed 10, 
‘make & pallful of sareh. When thls 35 cool 
tenough to handle the cotton trips were soaked in, 
{he starch and wound around Anne's log. She had 
to lie on a table until the bandages were 
Moroughiy ary. So a ploneer cast was made. 
‘While she was lad up, her mother taught her 10 
Kit, eroehet and seta neat hem: 

Jim was bora in Cochrane tn May, 109 and 
Margaret (Degas? was born on the farm at 
Coctrane in 1952 

Tn 119 they sold the homestead and moved 
orth of Eckvile, taking four tallway cars of 
Ivestock, machinery and household effects, BY 
{his time’ Wm, Steel hada number of registered 
Clydesdale horses, 

"The Steels had bought the Dick Sambrooke 
(NW 2418 Wo) place and the SE 10-413. from 
S ONeill. Jack, Jim and Margaret attended Ar 
Arew School. The family shopping was done at 
itty and Rexvilie. Entertainment sas limited 
‘gathering of neighbors in he various homes, 
mention afew — Kurzmans, Sambrooks, 
Forsels and O'Neil Bros. St John (Sinjun} 
fand Willam (Billie), was always an enjoyable 
ttn, 

Mr. Steel, a tailor by trade, was very 
‘mechanically’ inclined and as a result made 
Himself a stationary harse-powered threshing 
machine, Horses were hitened to the machine 
nd Walked in'acirelo, (much lke a merry 20- 
ound) providing power for the threster 

Neighbors recall that Mrs. Steel's scones 
‘wore very tasty and that her house was always 
Spotess 

‘In I821 Jack went hack fo Cochrane where he 
worked on various farms and did freight truck 
Ing trom Calgary to Bante He Joined the navy in 
Oi and was discharged In 188. ter he war he 
was in the excavating buslness and upoa retiring 
fia a great deal of travelling. He passed aay 
November 1 19% 

‘Mes. Steei moved back to Cochrane and 
bought a house where she gave room and board 

So many over the years: Jack and Margaret 
‘ade their home with her, She passed avay in 
4858 atthe age of years, Margaret, stil ving 
In Cochrane, takes a great interest in gardening 
and, house plants 

‘Alter MF. Steei passed away, in 1996, Jim con: 


























tinued to farm his dad's half section and had also 
pol a homestead — SW 2413.5, He was a very 
Progrestive farmer and was Inerested tn the 
ane and protection of wildlife, Some of his ot 
bles were? movie pletures, lathe work, reading, 
traveling and watening TV (he was the tts 
the district to have a set), He was a long-time 
member ofthe Wheat Pool, Farmer's Union and 
Eekville Credit Union.” Jim passed away 
Tanuary 13, 198 and was buried fn Rimbey Nt 
Auburn Cemetery." John Lauritsen has rented 
Sim's three quarters forthe past 1L years. 

Tanne Melland married in 1206 and has lived in 
Calgary since. She has one son, Tan, and two 
‘grandchildren, Jeffrey and Jill Anne, She Is a 
ember ofthe Eastern Star and is interested it 
her church work. Her busband passed away in 
1865, Note: Most o the Steel history was glven us 
by Anne Melland 





STONE, ANI 

‘Mes, Anna Stone and her son, Dan, emigrated 
from Norway in 1909 and homesteaded the NW'3- 
S135, In Ist Anna married Algot Wilson, & 
fRomesteader from the Lockhart astrict and tbe 
three of them maved to farm east of Gull Lake 
Drs, Wilson rented her homestead quarter, fn 
{hey dst, uni 88, when she sold "0 

‘Mrs. Wilson passed avay in 1954 and Mr. 
Wilson in 1988 

Dan and tis wife, Lily (MeNaughton) 
nove retired and live at Gull Lake 





SVEEN FAMILY — by Martha E. Phzey (S 
een) 

THL1S8, Mother, a the age of five years, came 
to America from Norway with her parents and 
her two younger brothers. ‘They setiied it 
Minnesots, USA, not too tar fiom Staples, 
‘where other brothers and ssters were born, 10 
[ll Mother, being, the eldest of he 10 became 
‘ery respossiole, and this probably led to her 
owledge ot people and problems. MY dad also 
ame with nls parents from Norway 10 Nort 
Dakota at the age of 15. He was the youngest 
clld and the only son of @ famly ef eight. Belg 
Sponsored to Ameriea, nd having fo work out at 
4th eariy age for ite money, led them to be an 
inventive far 

My mother met my dad while she was work 
ing In Devil's Lake, and they" were: married 
Somewheze near theve in 100), and settled near 
Adams, N.b.on farm, A large house was bul 
Sand it was very modern for those times. It eves 
thea a pump in the kitenen! My brother, August 
was born there December 2, 18, The terse 
Storms of winter, and the tornadoes, and wind 
land drought tn simmer brought tie money to 
pay for anything, so they decided to sell thelr 
ome and go west Spokane, Washington was the 
net top-five acres of cedar stumps, which so 
fay: the center of a metropolis. My" brotner 
‘Mein’ was born there. The only thing mv 














mother sald she missed when they let was the 
five Jersey cows that gave so much cream that 
‘She ja sble to sell alot of butter 

‘Aller two seasons of grubbing and blasting 
stumps they were only able to cleat a garden 
pateh, so felt twas hopeless to try and clear the 
Bive acres. They soon boerded the ship out of 
Seale for Alaska, where Dad worked on the 
allay fortwo years and my mother cooked for 
the crew of eight men, living in the same tent. 
This task Would seer empossible today, in sub 
zero temperatures, After two years ‘hey’ had 
famed some money, so set out to take a 
homestead in Canada, That is when they came fo 
‘he Gilby alstrict, In 108. My brother Melvin was 
five years old then and August was six. These 
‘were happy times, bullding a new Rome and so 
Ihany other families around them in the same 
falegory. Helping one another with dierent 
‘asks: penies, and dances, were the order ofa 
of Saturday nights. My dad was a fine violinist 
Trean recall my’ mother saying punches were 
Served also oyster stews. They nearly danced 
{het legs oft al night. Church services were held 
ft thels homes each in turn, on Sunday; usualy 
followed by’ plenle luneh outdoors in summer 
land of course eoftee was brewed indoors in fhe 
winter. A lt of the services were held outdoors 
4s the houses were small anda lot of 
omesteaders always gathered 














Sehools had to be bullt also, so my dad 
having fo sons almost ready to attend school 
ecided something must be done, so. he. and 
flters had a meeting and the Andrew School 
District was formed between 151912. Tbelewe 
he was on the schoo! board for several years. 
fan rentemiber them felling that Metvia had to 
Siart school at a very young age to make the 
humber of pulls needed. Tan well remember 
my mother telling of the ned for doctors ad 





teachers and of all the éltferent problems, how 
they had fo help one another delWvering babies, 
thing housework, picking roots, They finally 
tamed mother "the Lady withthe Lamp". ean 
dito remember her felliog about Sirs. Sienvig 
faving to go to Lacombe to have her leg arm 
Plated several times before the gangrene was 
lopped. Mother took her there with a team of 
imules, and returning in a few weeks the same 
way; golng home and Raving to help het In her 
Tome until she was able fo get around again on 
rutenes, So it must have been a rushed if fr 
‘mother, doing her own work as well My dad was 
{busy man = blacksmithing, raising hogs nd 
farming in general, gunsmithing Was also Nis 
trade and helping neighbors with most 
‘hersthing They told of how August and Mevvin 
{bund'a covote pup and raised him, Dad ball 2 
Fennel for hima and he was chained but the 
Chickens Kept disappearing, every time a hen 
‘Fen past tne Kennel the coyote had the chicken, 
Somany chlekens less, a fine bed of feathers for 
himsell, he became a fine pelt the folowing 
winter, Then {ean remember Mother felling of 
Iw. one day tn Winter, she saw two children 
Coming across the feld to thelr house. was 
Siam and Elzer Forsell. They announced that 
tev haa come to stay, Their mother had dis: 
tpllned them for something so they were leaving 
tome to stay with Sveens where they would be 
tested as people, I can well remember thers 
ising about diferent’ neighbors: Peterson, 
Wilsons, Forsells, Kurzmang, Lindets, Stenvigs 
znd Mother always regretted leaving such fine 
telghbourhood,, but at the time It was 8 trosty 
lerilory and they were unable to raise enough 
[ainor potatoes fr the hogs or themselves. Dad 
Seided fo sel and it was hie and Ms, Thomas 
tho declded to move into thelr nome in 1918 
‘ey’ moved to the. Athabasca istrict and 
farmed there unl the {ime of thelr death 
Tas born there onthe farm in 921, 20 knew 
very few of the people they talked of from the 
by istrict, However, can remember the 
many things they told about the Cilby district 
‘My husband and are naw retired herein the 
‘Okanogan and the doors always open fo visitors 
ot iavellers ‘as It always as in Sveen home 




















HARRY E. THOMAS — by Beulah May 
(Thomas) Hartley 

Harty E. Thomas came to Alberta from lowe, 
US.A in 1900, Relatives had come on ahead, a¢ 
Dad came withthe livestock to care for them. 
The early arrivals took tomesteaa for Dad, 
‘hich was hilly, with @ few good-sized sloughs 
‘Eventhough he dn’t care too much forthe loca 
‘in, Dad put up good bullaings ana lived there 
Uni 907, whenthe sold aut, We then took a tip fo 
Java and iinnesota, USA, Yo vst Doe's and 

‘Upon our return o Alberta, Dad started look 
lng around for a farm to his king, When he sae 
the Martin Sveen farm, SW 8-41 3.W5, he looked 





no further, but purchased the farm, lock, stock 
dnd barze, n 198. The purchase included four 
horses, Reppa, Becka, King and Roany, a pony 
‘whieh Would shy and also run away. Dad later 
‘radea ths pony for a smaller sorrel pony which 
we called Naney. Also In the purchase were In 
‘huded one cows, andT suppose there were some 
hlekens 

Father purchased a red Case tractorin 18t0 
se for breaking land, as there wasn't much 
broxen, The grain was eat, stoked, and, when 
ary, pit Into stacks to be threshed during the 
Winter. "There was a\dug well, ror whlch we 
Pulled the water up in a bucket, My dad had 
fan from Bentley drill a well, whieh gave ws soft 

‘When we came tothe Sveea farm in 1918 there 
wore three of us children, We ad allen born i 
the Haynes istic, at home on the homestead. 
We were Harold, age 10, born Mareh 4, 198; 
May, age eight, born May’ 0, 1910; and’ Boye, 
born’ March 1, 1913, about five years ol. Boyd 
died in 1945 in British Columbia, On august 6, 
Iss Percy was born at airs, Vale's nrsing home 
In Lacombe. Mother had fallen sometime before 
and hurt her leg rather badly. so couldn't stay 
home, when tte est ofus rere born, with Grand 
‘ma Thomas t0 look alter her, Beatsice Pimm 
ame Yo look after the touse and us older 
children, Martin was born at home on Apa 2, 
‘smn, We hed nad a blzaard and the roads were 
driftee. When Harold went to get Ms. John 
Faabis, three miles west ana north, he got stuck 
‘when almost tome, but managed fo get the ld 
Ford dug out and arrived home in plenty of time, 
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We all attended Andrews School, walking @ 
mile. Dad would hiteb up the fears and take us 
When the snow Was’ deep and. the road not 
Uraveled. Harry Irvin Was born in Lacombe-on 
‘Apri 15, 195.1 left schoo! atthe age of 1 years 
So was at home to lode ater the house and aso 
to mile the cow. 

Dad gota larger Case tractor and a thresher, 
and the inreshing as done from bundles drawn 
invby teams of horses hitched to's Taek, or 
Basket, on the wagon. Busy days, those, for the 
‘Womes as well with threshers to cook for, but we 
fenjoved those threshing days! 











1n1922 Dad had an elevator ull just south of 
‘held og barn, fn 1964 fire started Inte Tot of 
{he old barn and the elevator burned, t00, Later 
Dad bullt'@ barn, using the foundation of the 
levator, asithad not been damaged by the tre, 
‘This gave shelter again forthe animals 

‘Dad suppiled the poles and put in a telephone 
line whieh was Jolned to another line running two 
files south of our home. He also served on the 
ehool board at one time, Dad alway’ Kept Up 
‘vith the fatest machinery. It tok a whe fo get 
fil the trees off the east quarter. Tt was 
fecessary to chop the roots thegugh and pull the 
frees wiih a team of horses. Stubborn stumps 
Were blown with stumping powder. 1 remember 
Charile Andrew and his wife saying that tlt 
Gog vas afraid of thunder. and when the sium 
ping power blew, be came into the Rouse and 
railed under the Dea 

We had McLaughlin Buick car to get around 
fn for a white, We went once oF tice a year fo 
Haynes fo visit Grandma and Grandpa Thomas. 
ater we bought a Chrysler sedan. We used to 
fet telephone messages for nelghbors who ldn't 
Have a phone. I often got the Job of taking the 
‘message to them. Treally enjoyed the horseback 
ide, but the messages were often of a death oF 
Something serious, and'T didnt like tht. 

Tn 1929 Dad purchased a. Chevrolet truck 
which seemed ikea large one tous Te saved that 
Tong trip for tne horses fo town with grain or pigs 
{used e drive oo. Ths samme year Dad, Mom, 
Harold, Hoyd and Irv (who sras then four Years 
ld) made a trip up to the Peace River country 
‘As a result of thts foip Harold and Bova took up 
homesteads inthe Hines Creek area, T stayed at 
home, as Perey and Mart were stil In sexodl, 
8nd while my parents were gone took pigs 10 
town with the truck. Mr. Timm Sambrook came 
Sd helped to load them, 

‘One teacher boarded at our home in 192. Her 
name was Anle Moorhouse. She walked the 
Mile to school "Teachers surely earned thelr 
Wages in those days. ‘The last year T wen! to 
choo! there must have been about 90 of us, In 
Grades’ to 9 and 10, Miss Kingsep was our 
teacher when Twas taking Grade, She taught us 
to play basketball, and the district men pul up 
courts for us. Since there were enough gris old 
‘nowt to make up a team, we played baseball, 
firs against the boys, sometimes; a other times 
fre would ekoose up sides. Later, the older anes 
‘who had tet sehoot used to meet on the school 
rounds to play ball. 

‘We had parties at one another'shomes once in 
awhile, where we played games, of estas, and 
hada good time. Every summer during school 
holidays, they had a plenle at Gilby. One time T 
Femember our basketball team played against 
the Benjarain glels- We atten went to the Esto 
nan Hall fo play basketball ana we played once 
Bathe Eekvlle Sports Day. Left ome i882, 
Tost track of things there ater that time 

‘arotd married Mabie Ostrem from Peace 














River. They now live near Chase, B.C. Their fve 
Children = Sam, Judith, Ronald, Leatha and 
Genevieve — are sll married 

Perey bought the home farm in the 1940s 
Dad and Mom went out to British Columbia fora 
wnile where they had a raspberry farm, They 
had to hire plekers. In the 1850's Mom and Dad 
fold thelr afd to Mart, as he and Anna were aso 
iting inthe area, and they returned to Alberta, 
‘where they purchased a fiome in Telbey. 

‘Dad later hada stroke whieh made it 
necessary for him fo Use eane when walling. A 
Second sitoke pu hrs inthe hospital in Rimbes, 
ijt he allied dnd eame home fora wile, only 6 
have fo return to the hosptal later, where e died 
Ig April, 1960. He 1s buried in the Gilby 
Comete 

“There was a log blacksmith shop north ofthe 
house, with a loft ‘The chimney was made of 
Wide boards. Dad had been doing forge work 
there one day, and that night 4 burned down, 
along with @ Garage leanto at the back. It was 
fhowght that Ukely a chimney fire had started 
Our father iked fo go hunting and fishing. He 
Would get some neighbor of friend, Mom would 
pack the grub box and get the blankets and such 
Peady, and he'a be off nthe sleigh to Buck Lake 
for ishing. They would make eamp and set els 
In'the lake. 1 for one, used to get a ite tired of 
fang fish. Ti was packed Ina big box at home tn 
fee, and we had lo eat it before warm weather 
fame, We also canned a lot of i. The hunt 
{rips, out by Rocky Mountain House, usualy 
With horses, alvays resulta ina deer and gute 
Srten'a moose. When we fist eame fo the farm 
Dad could take a saddle horee and ride back into 
fhe hills and have a deer in fee hours. There 
were so many prairie chlekens then, too, tat 
they'd be thick around the straw plies In the 
Wiitetime, and would even come righ into the 
Yad at home. When Harold was fariy young be 
Would hunt partridge in the bushes cn our ova 
Tad 

1h 1929 Father purchased the swamp quarter, 
cross the road south of the west quarter, s0 we 
had pasture. He bullt «straw shed for pigs and 
Dil feeder boxes to feed them thelt chap: Later 
Rhog barn made of tumber was’ built Inthe 
northeast comer, a Well was drilled there, and 
Eeltseeders were provided fo feed the chop fothe 
igs. Tals made taking care of the pigs a lot 
Easier. Dad also had an eight foot corral bul of 
fogs, or ralls, where he put colts to wean them, 
seers to be fattened, or used for whatever pur 
pose needed, This was on the slope south ofthe 
Mouse, He buit a big straw shea inthe lower co. 
ner, with along straw feeder up one side wheres 
big toad of straw could be put Into, othe stock 
‘ld not waste so much wile eating 

We had a good saddle horse bythe name of 
‘riy", Lalvays thought of him as mine, He was 
‘big bay whieh Dad had bought when T Was 
‘Soout 2 years ol 1 would offen ride him 1 Visit 
School mates, and sometimes t would ride him 























two miles north an tothe top ofthe big hil, just 
for the pleasure of ring, 


THOMAS, PERCY AND AN! 
‘Thomas 

‘We, Perey and Ann, were married in 1937 and 
started farming on our owa in 839m tne Leedale 
strict on a C-P-R. quarter, for which we had 
ald. the full price of ‘100, Our first son 

“Junior” Perey’ Leroy arrived in 1940 and Our 
second son, Philip, was born In 183. 

Tn 1885 we bought the Tormer Billy Woods 
farm at Lockart. In 1840 we ran the A B Cate in 
lmbey for six months, but in thal same year we 
bought our hall section of the Home place from 
father, Harey Thomas 

Tn igi ou third son, Tom, was born. 

IMs’ tong series of back gperations began in 
gah with infection starting 12 days after surgery 
Numerous operations followed, trying to stop the 
one ifeeton, whieh, however, sll exists 

hee more sons were born to us: Dog in 
1980, followed by Harry in 1994 and Michael in 
198 

a 1956 we rented the Pete Moro farm and 
later alse part of the Forsell farm, the former 
‘sane Stone place, 

1259 son Tunor started his university train 
Ing, He took six Years atthe University of Alber 
‘rand then three years In Australia, where he 
‘eelved his Doctorate in Plant Genetles. He Is 
ow doing. Fesearen work forthe Federal 
Government and fs ving in Winnie 

Pili attended he University of Alberta, 
aster receiving his Master's Degree he worked 
District Agrleuiturtst in Sangudo and in Ver 
flonan ten was promoted to the postion of 
Stpervisor af ‘Crops for the province and Is 
tioned in Lacombe, 

“Harry, Douglas and Michael are doing oifield 
construction werk and are living in Eel 

‘iy father, Harry Thomas, was a small man, 
but his size was the only thing small about him: 
He had an endless supply of energy. In 1924 he 
bought a 2240 Case tractor and a" 32-inch 
thresher, which was a large outfit for those 
sears. That tractor could be heard chugaing 
Jivay on the 414 plow at four o'clock every mor 
a 

Hie had a team of horses that weighed 2000 
pounds cach. T ean temember seelng them 
Ateighed at the Poo Elevator at Eekvile. Dad 
‘ult an extras gratn box on the sleigh that 
eld 200 bushels of oats and that team used to 
‘stl that load the nine miles to Eekvlle every 
ay. Our neighbor, Willam Andrew used to josh 
Dad ‘about standing onan apple box wen 
harnessing the team: 

"We raised alot of chickens in those lean years 
and, of course, a few turkeys for Christmas. In 
ihe autumn, when they were all fat, the owls 
ame at night to feast. One night the chickens 
‘rere squavwking and Dad, in his pajamas and 
lrmed ‘wth the 1857 twelve-gauge, went to the 





— by Perey 














fowls’ rescue, The blast woke us Kklds and we 
rushed out toto forthe owl. All we could ng 
‘vas the turkey hen, as dead as could be! She had 
‘decide that night io roost In the Top of the tree 

‘My. father “had bought the second sel. 
propelled. combine tn the district in 1841, One 
harvest on our tong steep hills at Leedale, the 
‘nivesnalt broke and the combine took if at 
Speeds unheard of, and came very close to end 
‘ng up inthe middle ofthe ereek a the end of the 
fei 

Ail of our sons married yery lovely and ef 
ficient gris, and we have elght grandchildren — 
ix gins and two boys. 

"th 1974 Ann and 1 sold our farm to our son 
‘Tom, who fad worked with us om the farm for 
flght Years. We then bought an acreage In the 
(Groen Park area of Sieamous, B.C., and are 20W 
Bullalng our own home there 


MARILYN GUSTAYSON THOMAS 

‘Marilya went to school In Eckville. She 
radiated as a registered nurse in January, 1965 
fom the Edmonton University Hospital 

‘She and Peres Thomas wert married on June 
10, tos, Perey ts the eldest son of Ann and Perey 
‘Piomas. He went fo sekool in Eckville and at 
Os Agrieuitural College. He obiained his BA. 
nd nica. degrees In Agriculture a the Univers 
tym Edimonton. Following thelr marriage they 
Ilved in Winnipeg where Perey worked at the 
Federal Researeh Bureau at the University of 
Manitoba, Marilyn worked at the General 
Hospital there. 

Bercy received a three year leave of absence 
to continue his stuaies in Canberea, Australia, 
‘caring his PA.D. in plant geneties there. They 
now live permanent in Winnlpeg where Perey 
‘Works In research, 

They have a daughter, ‘Tut, born in Australia 
fon Novernber 28,10, and another daughter, 
Nicole, born in Winnipeg.on November 17,1970, 











THE THORP FAMILY. 
Mr. Jewel, a ploneer of the Gilby district, 
wont fo "Tacoma, Washington and Told J. M. 
Thorp that farm land could be purchased in Cen 
teal Alberta Me. Thorp became Interested in Rs 
folena's stories atthe land so that he, toe, settled 
In the area and bought section 3140-33 trom 
the CPt. in 1, About 1015, hls son, Hulme, 
up ftom the U.S. and farmed with his dad 
filmer was joined by his wife, Pearl, within & 
Ta 192 the Thorp family had a household and 
machinery sale and went back to Tacom, re 
furaing to the farm a year later, tn 188 the fam, 
Ty again sold out (returning to Washington) and 
the fand tas been leased since. ‘Their renters 
have been John Huseby, Joe and Peter Lisks, 
Bernard Grutternk and presently: Walter Ar 
are. 
‘iimer an Peat had wo sons, Bill and Russ, 
wo sti have Joint ownership ln thelr grand! 

















father's land. ‘The boys were ralsed in the 
family’s large house on the NE 1 and attended 
Andrew School, Bll and Russ were the envy of 
thelr felow pupils: they had bleyeles to ride 10 
school 

"They each had thre children and Bil now has 
four grandenildren while Rass has three. Bil has 
hen alte insurance agent for 16 ears and Russ 
Isa veteran of the oll ire ahd auto parts 
business. Bill and Russ have been ving ih the 
Tacoma area since leaving Gilby a0 years ago. 








UML, EDYTHE 

ayihe Unl, youngest daughter of Wiliam 
and Allce Andsew svas born af the farm inthe 
Ghiby area, She attended andrews’ School and on 
Teaving worked away from home through the 
‘winter returning to help at the farm during the 
Dusy season In spring and summer 

‘She married art (Rudy) Platt of Rimbey 
and had three children, Joyce, Lorralne and 
Rodney (now all married) In 1943 Bari died in a 
plane crash on a return ight ou ofthe north us 
fer adverse conditions. In 199, Edythe married 
{esile Unl and they nave one married daughter, 
Dixie, They farmed west of Rimbey, unt rete 
{ng 9 Rimbey tn 1973 





WARES, RUDY 

1s parents, John and Lemna Wares, came to 
Eckville in’ 1911 from Estonia. They 
hhomesteaded a quarter secon at Gilby andlater 
‘ought another quarter from Adam Matthews 
(udy"s uncle). The two quarters were the W 28: 
40.3W5, presently farmed by Walter Andrew. 

Rudy’ and his sisters, Elga and Erta, were 
horn of the farm. The family moved fo British 
Columbia in 1888. Mrs. Wares passed away In 
{804 and Me, Wares tn 198 

‘Rudy and his wife, Maxine, lve at Surrey, 
B.C. Rudy is employed there as a machinist 
‘They have three children — Howard, Theresa, 
and Barry 

"Elga and Erta are married and have families. 
‘They, too, lve In British Columba 








CARL AND LAURA WESTERGARD — by Lor 
tna Tink (Thee Niece) 

Carl P, Westergard purchased the recently 
rebuilt Glioy Store i the eatiy part of 138 At 
‘Christmas of1958, he brought his bride, Laura 
Whitesie, to share lite with him nthe comma 
ty, Soom the store Decame a meeting pace for 
fiends exchanging news, as well as place for 
Durehasing goods 

‘When Laura agreed to teach n the Fekville 
High Sehool during the war, ‘Carl needed 
Someone to work for bim in the store. Tous ¢ 
large group of capable persons found thelr way 
Info the area throughout the ensulng years, same 
ot which were dim Nelson, Ada Curaberiand, Li 
Sle" and Tela ‘Whiteside, Laurie Loaneberg 
Avarey Branson, Harold Westergard, Etta and 
Raura’ Svendsen, ‘Minnie Nugent, and. Mrs. 
Macon. 











In 286, Laura was granted the position of 
inelpal at Dickson School, grades"one to 2, 
Where she Was soon dubbed " Westl." This post 
ton necessitated weekly tips, as she returned 
tach Friday night oe with Cart and thelr Gilby 
frends, Most Saturday nights were "company 
nights" with someone special ariving — tre 
‘guently Yo. fare on Car's super pancake 
Stppers. Singing, crokinole, checkers or just 
food conversation were all the entertalament 
Seeded, Sundays were celebrated quietly wih 











“feeting’” at the home of a friend, and lunch 
together before Laura returned to school 

“Can loved to fish and whenever he could find 
a willing pariner, he would head out 10 some 
ftream or ake néarby” He and Laura both sp 
preclated ‘purebred Shorthorn cattle and 
Purchased ‘wo. quarter-sections of land tor 
Pasture, This was the NW 204035, where the 
Etonard Skjonsberg. family have ‘bult thelr 
home, and. SE 2403.5, whlen has been 
Durehased by Verral and Lorna Tink 

Tn 1959 Laura transferred to Leslieville School 
and then fo David Thompson In 151, where she 
Femained teaching ual ter retirement. Perhaps 
Because Laura and Carl had no eblldren of thelr 
‘mn, they seemed to “adopt those around them 
Many’ students, neighbours, nleces and nephews 
‘illyemember being made to fel espectaly im 














portant as young people around Mr. and Mrs. 
Westergara, Following. ner retirement. trom 
classroom teaching, "Wesllo” brought young 
people into her home where she taught plano, 
‘ryan, theory, or tutored In academle subjects 
{or a very stall fee, and often none 
In February, 1964, Carl dled after a short 
nest. He is buried in the Gilby Cemetery. The 
Sore was too involved for Laura to handle alone, 
‘and was sold to gm and Johanna Blades. Cari 
‘and Laura had ovvned It fr 30 years. Laura also 
Sola one quartersection of thelr land to Skjons 
Berge ut retained the "home" quarter. She con 
tinged to teach musie in her home until Apel 
4972 when she dled very suddenly. She Is buried 
y. (Laura had married Evie Whidden of 
Rocky Mountain Howse in 9". He is presently 
Iving at Rocky Mountaln House.) 








‘A leh «bat bn wngenf  t 











Benalto, Melita 


ANDERSON, ARNOLD AND MARION — by 
‘Mildred Anderson Nien 

‘Sven Armald was the only son bora to Swan 
and Elma Anderson, He was' very welcome ad 
‘tion to he family especially because he was a 
fay, but also because he was the fist new 
mefsber in the family for elght years, and-a 
brother for Annie and me 

‘Arnold was stil @ baby when Grandmother 
ied, However forthe fist four years ot hs fe 
hehada very special frend in Granddad. Due fo 
Ns'somewhat ‘ailing health, Granddad was 
Spending more of his ime at home 

‘As soon as Araald Was able to keep up with 
Dad, they’ did the enores together. This respon 
sity grew with the years 














Arnold first attended Melita Sehoo!, then 
Benaifo when {replaced Melita, Now that he 
hada bleyele he had no problem In getting 
together with his setool chums, Ernest and 
iethur Longatr 

‘Arnold was 11 years old when the doctor 
‘lagnosed that his falling Realth was due to 
flabetes. This he had to contend with the 
Femainder of is life, but he learned fo accept I 
and tried to live as formal a life as possible 

"As a young lad Armola went wth Mother and 
Dad on thelr fest holiday from the farm, to viet 
the Einar Sundstroms and Wayne Helkkiaen in 
Vancouver. Some years later, Mother and Dad, 
Accompanied by Afnoid and Eavle Farsi, made 
inp 0 Montana. With so many’ of Mother's 
Felatives around Missoula, there were hosts and 
hostesses of all ages to entertain them. 

Yor entertainment Arnold enjoved dancing, 
curling and travelling when the opportunity 
‘ose, ft was whlle he was on a trip fo Seattle 
‘rith Roy and Laurel Nelaen and Bert Cole that 
[four boys witnessed their iret night baseball 
fgame, On thelr return they stopped. at Lake 
{Fouise and decided to climb the glacier Having 
‘accomplished this feat to thelr satistaetion, they 
‘began their descent, It was whe they were thus 
eeupied that aranger confronted them! As they 
fad Rot recelved permission for thelr venture, 
they were soundly "reamed out”! This, 
{darnpened thet spirits abit, but by the time they 
Ned reached the car they were ready to continue 
fn to Banff. By about midnight they finally had 
{heir tent setup. Inthe wee hours of the morning 
{storm blew up and tals quartete was rudely 
Svakened by a collapsing tent. After Broping 
their way ott from ander canvas and teat poles 
Into’ the ral, they spent the rest of the Alght 
hhdaied inthe car, That was the beginning and 
nd of tenting for this foursome! 

‘while attending high school at Eekvile, Ar 
rnold was asked why he didnt take one of the 
Junior nigh sehool gis toa dance, His comment, 

Those lds?” It was. one of “"Tuose Kids” 
Marlon MeCrady Rounds, that he later marzie. 
After attending high school at Eekvile ard thes 
at Red Deer, Arnold began farming with his dad. 

‘Marion was the tard of sx children born 0 

















Fern and Roy Markely Rounds, in Newcastle, 
near Drumbeller 

Marion started school in Drumbeller, but 
when she was six years old the family moved 10 
the Lockhart area, north of Eekviie tothe farm 
of Dolly and Homer Mecrady, Marion's grand 
parents, ‘To altend sehoo! at Calkins. Valley 
three mies away’, Gordon and Geraldine rode 
Ponies, but Marion rode a Shetland pony, Before 
{moving to Eekvile. they” attended. Benjamin 
School fora skort sel. 

‘Marion's randdad worked at @ mine in 
Saunders, so she left Eekville for awhile to live 
‘with him, her grandmother, and her two uncles, 
‘Chuck and Raymond. She continued her educa 
Tion through ‘correspondence lessons. Besides 
Supplying thelr own “entertainment” such 48 
horseback ‘riding and target practice, they 
Attended shows, dances, and: hockey gaines at 
Nordegg. At times they would waik to Alexo and 
ake the “Jigger” (hander) back to. Alex 
‘There was vena tennis court and skating rink 
Saunders for one year 

After returning to Eekvlle, Marion was a 
wards In the hospital. She took a break and 
‘went io Brlsh Columbia to thin fruit and to wor 
In the packing plant before returning fo Ihe 
Elsevlle Hospial for to years, 

In 180-51 Marion, Jean Anderson and Doris 
Walster attended 4 Nurse's Ald. Course in 
Calgary, in the old army huts near SALT 

‘Shor after completing her teining, Marion 
and Araold ‘were married at the Eoeville 
Presbyterian Chureh. They lives on the family 
farm. To trem were born three children — Sven 
lehara, Katheyn Lyan and Marion Susan, 

Farming, chores’ and’ family kept Arnold 
gui Savion buy, Recreation nelided the usual 
family get-togethers and plenies, fishing tips 
nd dancing, Inciding participation in 4 square 
dance cub. Day long tips as far as Drumelier 
‘or more lengthy ones to vist family members in 
‘British Columbia, Saskatchewan and he Dorder 
Ing states, were very much a par of thelr lives 

‘Amold's health problems mounted. He finally 
lost his sight three years before his passing 
However, Marlon and. Arnold continued thelr 
lifestyle much as before except hat now Arnold 
‘ould no longer farm. He never gave up hope for 
Fellef trom is diabetes, nor for the return ef 
Some sight so as to see his children once more, 
specially Susan, whom he had never seen. Ar 
hold ded ithe fll of 1987 

“Marion and the children continued to ive on 
the fanny farm for awhile, but then moved to 
‘Atmos farm near Eekevile (SW 10-38 9) 

Rick, Angele andthe two children, Christiae 
Marie and Sven Daniel, are now making thelr 
home on ths site near Eekvile. Kath and Bil 
Zaleski aze living on the $4 of SW 32.33.15, 
Susan and Blair Penner reside in Edmonton. 




















‘CLARENCE ANDERSON FAMILY 
‘Clarence was the second ton of Charley and 








Lille Anderson, born in Split Rock, Minnesota, 
USA. in May” 1000. His parents moved fo the 
Maavberries disriei n southern Alberta later 
thal Same year. Here they took up farming, rls 
Ing a family of st boys and two gle, Clarence 
atiended the New Home Shoo of which he aso 
Served as janitor for several ears, 

Following the drought of the early twenties, 
like many other prairie farmers, they were com 
plied to leave the farm and move further nord 
fo the green area of Central Alberta. Clarence 
‘Was 16 years ot age when the fami located on & 
{arm in the Eexvilleslespero area, In 19, they 
‘moved to the Jack Simpson farm at Benaio. 

1 1953, he married Aili Hubtala of Benaito, 
She" was ‘born there on her family. farm 
‘Together, they took up farming in 1996 on a hall 
section farm owned by Orme Mckee. Here they 
lived for eight years, leasing farms from the 
‘Armstrong Brothers tod Charies Kuint, In 1, 
Clarence purchased the SE 6222-W8 from the 
‘Armstrong Brothers, as wel asthe quarter see 
tion direetiy across the highway —'SE 31389 
Wa, from Frank Jenkins. There were no 
bullaings'on the land so he purchased a smal 
one-room cabin from Me: Jenkins, adding alean- 
to kitchen to one side. A small barn Was erected 
for milk cows. These. bulldings served thelr 
‘needs until a larger barn and house were bull i 
IN and 1048 respectively. ‘The home quarter 
had a heavy stand of spruce which was 
processed ino lumber. Partof this lumber was 
Used'in the bulldngs, and the remainder was 
sole 

Th 2848, he bought the SW 32-382.W from 
Paul Burdick. Along with these taree quarters 
Clarence also stil tented farm land (for the 
“Armstrong and Me. Kit. Most years the erops 
‘ere good, but in 148, ahailtorm destroyed te 
entire erop, making it necessary %0 plow the 
fies, 

Following the death of his father, Clarence 
sold the farm to Aled and Nelle Woehler of 
Williams Lake, B.C, In 2856, and took over the 
operation of Cenival ‘Steam ‘Baths in Sylvan 
Lake. He was interested in earpentry work aad 
bull two houses on the property, as well = ¢ 
{ursuite apartment, remodeled from the old 

sylvan Lake Senoo. in 985, they sold the steam 
‘baths fo fis brotter Richard, and hs wife They 
then moved to lve in Rocky Mountain House, 
Clarence worked on construction n Calgary and 
for the Rocky Mountain Sehool District for some 
tine, preferring, however, to ive nse 
Fetirement until his passing ia November, 17 
Al sil makes Mer home in Rocky Mountain 
House 

Clarence and Aili had two children; Gary, 
born tn 1840 and Delores in 1943, They attended 
schools in Benalto, Sylvan Lake, andthe Lindsay 
Thurber” Comprehensive. High Schoo! in Ted 
Deer. Eater both attended the Southern Alberta 
Insitute of Technology in Calgary, Gary’ study 
































lng Electronics and Delores, Chemical 
"Teeanoogy 

Gary married Patricia Pottleary of Eston, 
Saskatchewan. He ls employed by Alberts 
Government Telephones in ed Deer, where 
they make thelr nome. ‘They have @ family of 
four ~ Kevin, Kathy, Kelly and Kimberly 

‘Delores worked in sulphur research ia the 
University of Calgary untl her marriage to 
Forrest bird of Olds, They make their home in 
Rocky Mountain House here Forrest i vce 
prinelpal ofthe Junor-Senlor High School. Thelr 
Ihre ehtldren are Lina, Carl, and Ryan, 

Clarence was an avid. outdoor person. He 
never missed) an opportunity to go big-game 
Iunting or fishing’ = sports in which he en: 
fouraged Alland the ekilaren to Jln him, He 
‘lbs enjoyed curling and was a member ofthe 
bulaing commaltee, promoting the bulling of 
{fe four-sheet curling rink In Benalto. He was a 
fareful, conscientious worker, both in farming 
Std construction work, as evidenced by the 
Fesulf ofthe work he left behing 


THE ARMSTRONG BROTHERS 

“lames. ArmstTong (181697) of Dutch 
Muls, Arkansas, U.S.A. married Mary 
Ezabeth White 1882-1004) of Cineinnetl, APkaa 
Sason January 25, 1873. To them were born the 
inlowing children at Little. Rock, Arkansas: 
{ames Elbert on December 22, 1874; Robert Lee 
an Seplember Ii, 1877; Willam Jackson on Oc 
{ther i, 1878; Thomas Gaylord on September, 
180; Gracle Pearl on March 6, 182; Sloman 
Garland on December 1, 1864; and Jota Peyton, 
om June 1, 1885 

‘Te Armstrong faally came to Alberta inthe 
Janter part of aprit in 1904. They bought the W 1 
83.05 for ve dollars an acre. ‘They ved In 
ents unl they were able to accumulate enough 
logs Yo bulld thelr house (hich is stl standing 
fay). The house had one room upstairs and one 
fom downstairs. A leanto was later added, 
whlch became theirkitehen with small ati for 
tr extra bedroom: 

Grandma Armstrong, not being well when 
they came fo Alberta, passed away on October 4, 
1904. Grandpa passed away on July 8, 1907, ater 
head acqulred a homestead — the quarter east 
ff hat used fo be Melita Schoo! 

"The Armstrong brothers each took out a 
homestead and also continued buying land nti, 
hele holdings eventually added up to seven 
‘Quarters, much of it under cultivation. At one 
lime they had 300 head of horses, some of whieh 
Supplled entertainment at the "Famous Benalio 
Fair and Stampede". Gaylord was always there, 
‘ecked out in hs comboy hat and striking white 
taps, ldlng around the grounds. However, ind. 
tng pasture and providing winter feed for 50 
‘many animals somelimes created a problem. 

‘Gracie Pearl married Jesse Craig and they 
‘armed south of Benalto until thelr retirement to 
Syvan Lake. They had two sons. John married 
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Neva Crawford, who lived the Diamond Valley 
District. John and Neva's children are Maureen, 
Murray, and. Brian. Hal married Pat Savage 
And they took over his parents’ farm. Pat and 
Heal have a Rone in Phoenix, Arizona, USA 
where they spend thelr wines They’ have 
Summer nome in Calgary, and Hal works during 
the summers as a hal adjuster in some areas. 
‘Thelr three children are Wayne, Beverley and 
Elbert 

Jon married Lulu Lenore (iit) Barhan in 
193, They had thrce children — James Wiliam 
(dil Barry Barkan and Laura Marie 

‘Bl marfled Lenora Shamlock and they had 
two children, Gail Marie and Joan Louise. Bilt 
Served overseas in Worid War Il. fle pasted 
fay in Victoria, B.C. in 1958, Lenora and her 
‘mother were killed ih a car accident west of Bd 
smonton, 

‘Batty married Irene Talson and they had five 
cnlidren: Barry (Bud) Darwin, Barbara Marte, 
Betty Lou, Bennett John anda baby boy Who 
lived only’ afew hours and is buried. in the 
Eckiille Cemetery. Bud married Jeanine Moos. 
‘Their three children are Debble Dawn, Dannel 
‘Sue and Daileen Marie. They reside at Sherwood 
Park, were Bud isin the of business, Barbara 
‘married Il Partlea. They have a son, Timothy. 
Bills lsoin th of business and they have spent 
many years overseas. Thelr mobile home fe In 
Sylvan Lake. Betty Lou s married to Terry Han 
nin, They have aon, Chad Michael, and lve In 
Red Deer. Terry isi the pipeline bisiness. and 
Hetty Lou sa logal secretary. Ben ls following 
his great uncle's pattern of remaining single. He 
also works nthe pipeline business and makes ls, 
hhome in Red Deer. Barry died in 188 

James Eber, William Jackson (Bil), Rabert 
Lee (Bob), and "Thomas Gaylord remained 
bachelors. Sloman Garlan passed away on July 
12s i825 at Lite Rock, Ancensas 

















Sadness came to Kit and Jobn when ther lt 
tHe daughter passed away at the tender age of 
tree years. She died of seariet fever, 

‘The Armstrong brothers, belng very musical, 
ctten played for dances. Left-handed Elbert 
played a righthanded violin, and It was sweet 
ust believe met Quite often we would drive 

mmer evenings and hear him playing 
Traveller" or “Listen tothe Mocking 
(many others of hs favorites. Bibert 
also Was “ehlet cook and. bottle washer 
Exervone enjoyed hs hot biscults and corn pone 
(GJny eae). He lett this life on Apri 29,195, 

"Friends seem to nave a special memory of 
each of the brothers. ill worked the elds, and 
Was about the best storyteller of all. He never 
Taughed at his own jokes. Quite the cnarmer" Bul 

sed away on October 3, 1841. Bob was the 
"Boss Man until his death on December 15, 
82." He was” always. consulted. about any 
business transaction inthe family. Gaylord was 
fhe horseman, He would head the round-up when 
Iteame branding time. He also shone as ladies? 
‘man (shsh). He departed this life September 5, 
1854 John was the “Old Married Man" as theit 
renca housekeeper, Madam Pleceveaur, alec. 
nately named hi 

ohn and Kat ved in what ts now the Jobs 
home. They had planned obullda new home and 
‘had lumber shipped from British Columba. The 
site was selected when one day Kit Took off oa her 
horse, Headlight, to choose a new bullding spat 
fn the hil where the Krause family are now lv 
Ing, Theirs was one ofthe first homes in the area 
to-have inside plumbing and eleetritty. John 
passed away May 7,190, Kit and John were avid 
Foekey fans and drove the boys, Bll and Barry 
Included to thelr outo-town games. The Hooke 
Club's dances In Eekvile. were very. well 
attended ana thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. 
resides in Red Deer now and atends all the 
Eekville Eagles" hockey games and functions, 




















‘TE AUSTIN FAMILY 
Henry Luther Austin was born in Wisconsin, 
Rosie revo was born i Towa, "They were 
rmurried In Nebraska inthe later 180s, They 
Had two sons in Nebraska, Orile and W-J. (BU) 
Iiute Austin as he was known by his nelgnbors 
homesteaded west of Red’ Deer in the Poplat 
Ridge district in 1902, He moved his wite, Rosie 
and the two boys to the homestead in 1963. The 
firs home was 4 sod house. Two more sons and 
{Wo daughters were all born on the homestead 
Ot. (Mare, Vera, Retta, and AL. (Buster, 
Ail went (0 schoo in the Poplar Ridge Senool, 
Tate. brought one of the first threshing 
machines to te district, beng 21 ineh Case 
This machine wat hand fea and had no straw 
Dower only'a straw carrier. They’ ater moder 
nized this machine by adding a blower and self 
Feeder. after the machine was dealt off turned 
up east of Red Deer and was til in use in the 


‘240s, 1t was fest powered by sx or eight horses 
fn a horse power unit. Later a ‘single eyinder 
asoline engine. was Used that had been con 
Yerled from a stationary engine fo a tractlon 
fengine by means of a friction drive. This had no 
Steering aparatus eo had fo be steered by horses 
(a pole. This was called an “old famous" At 
that fime most of the thresking was done tom 

facks fo avold being snowed under. They 
threshed fom Red Deer lo Hespero, and some 
Years were almost late tor spring work. The 
amily also operated a sawmllon the farm for 
Walle cuting the native timber for lhemselves 
land neighbors a8 a Jot of building was needed 

i fook over the machinery work about the ime 

atthe first World War Bil and his brother Sola 
AUD, (arehle) Smith bovght a new threshing 
‘machine, a 28 Inch Avery that was used unt 
1855, They" also bought a large gasoline traction 
engine. This engine was a twin sister of the 
Mogul, and could have been made by them, bt 
Was sold by Internatlonal Harvester and there 
Was no real name on this monster. This engine 
Was a "to cylinder” and had tobe left running 
‘ll night Inthe cold weather as you eould not ara 
itover. Archie and Bill worked together until 
Ws when Archie moved to Rockford, Iino, 

‘ll then ook over on hls own and Kept up his 
work until he. sold his farm in 3988. Paeee 
(quarters of raw land was bought from CPE 
This was three mlles east ofthe old Sylvan Lake 
Creamery and’ there was some. extra, large 
timber on some ofthis land. Along with geting 
the land cleared, breaking, threshing, ana some 
bother custom work Bill also van esc ond 
lumber planer for a few years at differen 
locations, ‘These were powered by two steam 
fngines. ‘These sawmil operations brought him 
Inncontact with the Skoedapote Bros. from Botha 
Who had bullt one ofthe first brush cutters nthe 
Country. A deal Was made for lumber and they 
leared the large timber areas of this land and 
Some of his fathers original homestead. Some ot 
{hls timbered land had stumps so big no ordinary 
tractor af those times could attempt to brea 
AAs the land was needed for farming the steam 
fngine was fired up and with two ploughs bed 
breaking’ was started. As the breaking ‘con 
Uinued, Gry weed became a problem so the od 
two csllnder gas engine was started up and as 
Tong asthe ploughs hung together nothing could 
stop eltner a thse engines. Most ofthe land was 
Brake ters 

'Al ofthe Austin men were the nefghborhocd 
handy ‘men. No one would think of getting & 
‘mechanic from tol before getting consllation 
{rom one of tiem. After the experience on all be 
ld gas engines and all the ld machinery the 
‘elghbors seldom had to go any farther 

Crile the oldest boy, married Connle Wilson, 
‘a schoolteacher who taught school inthe Ears 
Gistlet. They have two giris and one boy. The 
{amily moved fo British Columbia tn the 1620's 

Wai. (Bill) married Mary ‘Caroline (Bea) 




































Smith, a stepdaughter of hls uncte, Bit Prevo. 
They’ have four sons and wo daughters 

Rosie Marie, married Gus Poftenroth, They 
have three sons and one daughter 

‘Kenny Ann Carey fs married and living tn 
calgary 

“Janel marsied an living in the State of 
Weshingron. 

‘Vern is at home in Red Deer 

WE. (Dick) "married Margaret Swanson, 
they have three daughters and one son 

Tinda married Gillman Hills and reside in 
Bena, 

Sharon, married K. G, (Ken) Lighthown and 
tives near Markerville, William and Sandra ive 
At ome 

‘Evelyn Beatrice (Bea) married MM. (oss) 
jeasen they have # daughter Locea id on 

BLL, (Lute) married and ving in Cs 
three children: Dianne, Susanne and Lane 

TEP (Gene) fe mafried to Carol Cody and 
they reside in Red. Deer. ‘They have three 
daughters; ‘Theresa, Tammy and Susan, all at 

‘rite, the youngest son, was lost due fo tines 
in hs fender years 

Millard, married, now living in Edmonton, 
nas our Sons 

Vera, martied R. C. James living at 
Longview, Wash: have tWo daughters and one 

TRetia married Ray DePauw ‘living in 
‘wathington State’ have two sons “and one 
Ahaughter. 

‘A. Ly (Buster) married Hilda Knol, live in 
ed beer and have three daughters and ene son 

Wo. (il) Austin carvieg on the farming and 
tareshing operations until the farm Was Soid to 
Baler ros. in 1948 and purchased the Benalto 
one 

















{THE JAMES BARHAN FAMILY 

James Harhan was born in Exira, Tow, 
US.A. He came to Alberta in 81 with Charle 
Seni, and purenased a section, Soe. 2.98.3-V5, 
bf and aeross from armstrong Brothers, James 
Barhan’s son, Guy, followed two weeks later in 
fn immigrant ear with furalture and ores, 

‘Mr. and Ms. James Barhan's childsen were 
tive, Eloise, Skyler, Guy and Lulu 

Taura (Granny) Barhan later Drought Lalu, 
who’ was nleknamed “kitten” because of Ret 
fondness for eats. This name Was later shortened 
to™"Ki", by which she fe presently Known 1 
tveryane. They were met in Red Deer by grand 
fad (Jim) and Bob Armstrong at the railroad 
Station. Bll, Gaylord, and John Armstrong had 
boen back, to Arkansas, US.A. to visit wih 
Felatives, Bob and Jim met Granny and Kit and 
Bran’s sister, ova Jenkins, Charlle Jenkins’ 
Wile, who lived in their Rouse for a time, The 
Rouse wae new and had two rooms downstairs 
whteh Ava and Charlie occupied. Granzy, Jim 


and family had to bedrooms upstairs, plus @ 
panty and Kitchen downstairs. 1 id nat appeal 
{Kit and granny after leaving a nice home in 
Towa, ‘but they managed very well and 
Acelimatized to thelr new environment 

Olive aid Eloise married two brothers, Jack 
Freeman and Clyde Freeman and moved tthe 
United States fo live in Oregon. 

‘Seiler (Punch) was a arugeist at Atlanta, 
Iowa, and remained there, but came to Canada 
later where he was employed in Calgary by Par 
son & Denooa Stock Exchange asa salesman. He 
married Louella and they have three ehldren ~ 
Marion (Knowles), Robert Walker, and Janet 
‘They are all living in the United States 

‘Ove and Civde later moved back to Exira 
and have two children, Doris and Jamie, 

Eloise and Jack Freeman lived on Jim 
Barnan's quarier ‘which Jim had. purchased 
farler, They have tree daughters: Laura 343, 
Gharles Harrison) lives in Pender, B.C. They 
moved there atter Charles’ retirement Fire 
Chief in Calgary, Their three ehilgren are Bren 
4a Ann, Dana Sue and Charles (Chuck). They a 
Feside in British Columba 

‘Eva Naomi (Mes. Jolin Murray’ ves in 
Calgary. They have six ehilaren — Marlyn, 
Niki, Linda, Janice, Coleen and Kent 

‘Norma (Babe) married Terry Fowler and 
they are making their home in Calgary 

‘Guy Bashan married Flocella Johasion. She 
was one ofthe frst setool teachers a the Salma 
School Everyone loved and respected her. Shes 
presently living in Nanaimo, B.C. with fer son, 
Roy, Marjorle, thelr daughter, Is also ving 
Betis Columbla, All of the sehoo children were 
addenea when ther oldest daughter, Dorothy, 
Gated in Calforna atthe age ofthe years, They 
ha pulled up stakes here to make lr home in 
California. They returned atier Dorothy's death 
land Floss came back to teach at Salma Guy. 
farmed his father’s and uit he was tragically 
Keled in a binder accident Inthe fall of 195, His 
horses panlcked and the horse-draven binder ran 
over him 

"Kit (Lulu Lenore) married Jobn Armstrong 
In 198, They ad two sons and one daughier, 
James Wiliam (BU), Barry Barkan and Laura 
Mare, Bil passed away in Victoria, B.C. n 1950 
Barry died in December, 1919, and Baby Marie 
‘ied In 1870 at the age of three years. 

‘ars. Laura Bathan, affeedonately called 

‘Granty""by everyone, enjoyed the company of 
young people. She cooked huge meats forthe ball, 
players who came by to play ball on Sundays, 
he also had her famous recipe for baked beans 
Sheatensald,"T've got to bake beats in case the 
Lutz boys come by." The first words Att Lite 
would say. were “Hey, granny, bring on the 
Deans!™, whenever he afrived. Granny sould 
chuckle with delight. "To our sorrow she passed 
‘away on February 21,10, atthe age of 8 years 
land five months, 

“The Burhans brought with them two cows and 














horses, one a pony for Kit named “Flash”, 2 
pacer ivhleh Kit often rode 

“They also brought thelt plano with them. Kit 
played if and thelr frends, Giadys and Ralph 
Matchet, along wita Norman Turner, (ho tater 
Imarried Giadys), woula come by, so they had 
ood music. Arthur Kinna, a very good violas, 
‘would often join them. Ail inal, was very e 
Joyable. Norman Turner also accompanied them 
on the plano. 

A couple af days ater her arrival, Kit was out 
hanging clothes when Hob Eagar rode ln'on is 
horse. ie tldier about the dane a Picox (now 
espero) the following night. He was happy 10 
see young people coming to the country. They 
‘went tothe dane and had a great ime although 
fhe boys far outnumbered the girls There were 
only seven girls tn-altendance and: Guy 
Somewhat sty, didnt even ask a gil to dance 

‘Kit was an' ardent cuvler and she Gellvered 
rik tothe village of Hekvile daly, rath oF 

John was agent forthe United Grain Growers 
elevator for several years. Unfortunately, he had 
to Felire early because of repeated attacks of 
rth, 


RENALTO. AGRICULTURAL socrETY — by 
W.E. (Dilek) Austin 
W's ashame that no one has kept a record of 
the soclety,s0-my hstory is based on common 
‘knowledge of few of the ald timers that are let 
and bits and pleces picked up here and there 
Most of is trom newspaper clippings, some od 
minute books and old fait books 

The original soclety was formed in 1817 and 
te rst fait was held in 118. Poi to ths, a 
sports day was held in Evarts, which ran anal 
iy trom 1905 until 115, Due 0 the rallroad being 
moved t0 north ef Evaris and possibly. some 
tier reasons, this was moved to Benalto in 116 
Some of the old timers claim there were a few 
ticking horses anda few horse races held along 
with this In 1816 but It's not known for sure. 
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‘The first rll scale stampede was held in 1917 
and as been held annually since then, There are 
also some old timers that claim afew exhibits 
Were also in the fst stampede but st ts ot 
known for sure. The frst reyistered falr under 
the Benalto Agricultural Society was held tn 
8, 

The fll success ofthe society has tobe given 
to the early founders of ft and fo the many'men 
and women as officers that took part in The 
beginning and the ones to follow them, The fat 
and stampede were run by to separate groups 
in the beginning but were run onthe same days 
Alera few years they olned together but the ae 
tual year isnot known. 

ere is alist of the original officers and the 











others that followed to carry on thelr werk (noe 
Some of the time these officers spent in otic. 
See figure 3. 





























































Directors: 
Henry Talson F.G.Jenkins LB Walker C-Barhan 
J-Hlokason Lyvonen ALL. Armstrong SOW We Slack, 
ED’ Barkan 3.8, Simpton 1M craig i Taniag 
RixiePherson SPL Armstrong RL Tennant 

Past Presidents 
S.E.MeKee isi 23 years 
Heney Talson isn426 years 
PN Cameron —Berms 197728 and 190133, Tyears 
W.Holsworth i850 ie 
Harry Bee 1836 Tear 
Thomas Smith 1855-40 years 
Jack MeBride surge years 
Ciyde Stauter — Sterm “S48 ana e589 years 
Lloya atenelt 184850 2years 
Roy Niemela aterm i 185188, 196062 and 196657 years 
Murray Stautfer : “983 year 
GR sterling 964 55 2years 
GER Lougheed 868-7 idyears 
Stampede Managers: 
(They were called sports directors from 188138) 
E.G Jenkins ~2 terms vo IQHT26 an 1851.95 abyears 
Chas. Fenkine ee gar years 
‘Orval Gatake (Asst) vce oa year 
{Cyde Stautter ‘857-40 Sears 
Dewey Nielsen years 
Lous Kato years 
‘Swan Anderson a Byears 
Evatt Ball iOyears 
Stampede Secretaries: 
§. Lie ne 1957.38 years 
Wilson Cameron 185940 2years 
Grant Cameron 184148 years 
Harry Durward. isis BByears 
Dennis Bramall. eet Tears 
Les tay 113 year 
Bev Stanitorih 1906-2 Bears 
Seeretary Treasurers: 
PLT. Mckee . enn BOTT years 
‘A.Norton terms sono es 1923.28 ana 199440 years 
8. Simpson % 028-3 Syears 
CB Puen ies years 
Geo: Rionardison 1b 8 ‘years 
Sim Fink isi8.2 years 
Gite stevia’ s52 5 Syears 
Seek Purdie : asst year 
eter Kechmir seo Syears 
Dale Mannix se year 
Robert Brows “sea Sears 
Bev Stentforth 3 terms sa ses ana ior byears 
Pal Knowles awa? ‘Years 
Figure 3 
‘Original slate of officers. President, S, E, countless hours of work into the socety to make 
eke; First VicePres.. J. W. Warwick; Sec: It what itis today. 
ad Viee Pres., . B Millar; See. Treasurer, P. "The Stampede in Itself can be t the credit of 
Tekee, the late FG. Jenkins and the Armstrong 
‘Mong vith these officers, hundreds of diree- Brothers. They ofganized the first show and ran 
| torsandotter members over heyears have put it for many years to make il one of the maln 








Br i and Sande. 


summer events in central Alberta, ‘The 
Armstrongs along with Ed Medin, Orin Wyte 
and many more supplied the stock for. many 
{years of charge. The announcing was done By 
Frank Jenkinson a saddie horse with the ald of & 
megaptone 

Many'of the early exnibitars turmed their 
prize money back to the society to help pay ex 
Denses. One of the early directors id this for 
Many years, this was I. Hyvonen 

Tn the early 1800's Mi. and Mrs. P.N, (Peter) 
Cameron and Mr. and Nits. (Archie) Norton 
moved into the alarit, They became exhib 
8nd promoters for many years, Melt years in of 
fee and leadership canbe appreciated in helping 
to keep things going daring the lean years, I 
119 the Lota gate receipts were So. In 1920 an 
aeroplane ride could be had ~ 12 minutes for S10, 
‘In 82183200, was pald in prize money S100, was 
ald fo the best brone rider. $i. was frst prize 
fora horse race 

‘By 102 there was hall, a poultry bulaing, 9 
horse barn and a grand stand frat would seat 00, 
people. These were all bull ata total labor cost 
f $25. In 1895 under President, Thomas Smith 
the society became tree of debi 

‘in the first stampede there were no chutes so 
Bill Hansen was the ear man to ear down the 
Drones. In the second year only ane ehute Was 
mae so fo save time, his services were needed 
aan. Since then several sets of chutes have 
been ult changing locations at times, but 
always In the same area. In 158'4 new set of 
Steel chutes were bullt with all new corrals; we 
hope they wil outlast many of us, 

‘Some ofthe riders inthe frst stampede were 
Levi rickson, the Wattin Bros, Sykes Robinson 

































and John Chitwood. The winner of top money a 
this event was'a man ftom Civebut we were no 
able to come up with his name, ‘The stampede 
has been run every vear despite some horrible 
weather conditions. in 1981 It ad tobe postponed 
for one weeke due tothe weather but was run off 
Week later in fine site. The com boys had to billet 
Inthe hall fr a whole week as the roads were 
‘Bed most of them coulda’! leave anyway. Ths is 
the year that Lora and Lady’ Tweedsmult were to 
have attended the fair on thelr way to ocky 
Mountain House, but the roads were $0 bad thele 
only stop Was at Swan Anderson's, 

The far has been held every year withthe ex 
‘ception ot 18. Money was s0 searee then: the 
fair was not held but a ball tournament held ts 
place. Benalto Joined the pro rodeo eireuft in its 
arly years and have stayed in the lreult ever 

















‘The original land sites the same locaton we 
use to-day inthe early 1890s fhe land was up for 
fax sale and had It not been for the efforts of 
ler Cameron and the MeKees and other, ths 
Jind. would have been lost. ‘The roads were 
Almost mpassible ast as during the spring 
fun off, and someone had cut the fences that 
sere used a8 a telephone line inthe early years 
Fowevers with their efforts and contributions 
‘hey met the deadline by enly a matter of a cou 
Dle of hours ana we stil retain the land to-day. 
tras not until M6 tht the deed Ws obtained and 
{snow in he name ofa board of trustees, We now 
have one of the finest community grounds inthe 
country and ave can be most proud of Our 
foretathers who made It possible The grounds 
consist of our rodeo grounds with grand stand 
Sn race track, concession booths, a tine Com 
‘unliy hall [avg parking facies, an outdoor 
‘Skating Pik and our multipurpose bulding tt 
isgsed as an agriculture bara by the falr and 4H 
(hubs and ag.a curling rile in the winter. 
Trvouhd like to thank everyone who helped me 
get this Information, and a special thank you to 
Ailce Durward for the use of complete et of 
{atr books and a scrap book that ner mother Mrs 
Pele Cameron kept, I'm ture vthout tese ty 


BENALTO BAPTIST CHURCH — by G. R. 
Lougheed 

Th the fall of 1877 a. group of Interested 
famies met at Mr. 0. Mfexee"s home, and trom 
Is beginning @ Baptist Chureh was siarted. By 
the spring of 1828, and from the home of Grand 


‘ma Burdick, the chureh was organized. ‘The 
triginal 20 chartered members incused: 

Ms SE. Mekee Miss Elsle McKee 
Mr, Wim, Holsworth Mr. Lynn Burdlek 
Mrs 8, MeKee Mrs, Lilian Nielsen 
Mis: Ruth Burdick Mr. Everett Nielsen 
Mis Wm Holoworth Mise Bessie Burdick 
Mis Irene Bardwell Miss Saran Burdick 
Mr J.B: MeKee Mr. Dave Hosworth 
Mrs: Elmer MeKee, ‘Mr. WO. McKee 
Mrs, W. 0. MeKee 


The frst Pastor was Rev. Howard Philips 
The ‘congregation Held services. In several 
places, such as the Booster Hall andthe Knights 
Sr Pythlas Hall, until they purchased the Broder 
fon house and had it remodeled Tis was then to 
be thelr place of worship until 98, ee. Willam 
MacDonald was now the pastor and under his 
{udance a nev ehureh Was bull The old enureh 
fas sold and is now the lovely home of Orie 
Nielsen on his acreage east of torn 

‘This church bullding served the congregation 
ntl 865; under the pastorate of Rey. Ron Allen 
{was overflowing an bursting al the seams, AS 
4 Tesull, the new church was bull, the ively 
Bullding we now worship in, Twas a great day In 
190 under the minisity of Rev. Stewart Win 
dro, thatthe final payment was made, and ihe 
‘mortgage was burned. 

‘Our present ‘Pastor, Rev. Denis Burris, 
came in 1972, and in 91 a new manse was ball 
Satter selling'the old manse, which was moved 

Pastors of the Benalto Baptist Church have 
been 

Rev. H. C. Philips 

Rev. Dickenson 


resis 
18021883 





Rev. Eat! Philips ssp 894 
Rev. Collins e048? 
Rev. Gibbons 19571858 
Rev. D. Milligan 18-1882 
Rev. Win. MeDonald Isitisi6 
Bev. R'Beck 136.1850 
Rev. Wi, Streight 19511855 


Rev. Jack Purdie 

Rev, jim Stevens 

Rev. Stewart Windrum 

Rev, Dennis Burriss "1872 to the present 

“The new church we have now, under the 
nit’ of Denne Bris, i joing 008 
tm ints worship, They have a full complement 
ff Sunday Sohoo! classes for every age, The 
Christian Service Brigade for boys was started 
In'1015. Tae Brigade. section ie under the 
leadership of Jerey Axcison and Harold Burd 

"The Stockades nave Gary Hillman, Ear 
Vokes, Dennis Buriss and Robert Aki 

“Tne grt’ program has Barbara Hillman and 
uth Burrissas leaders. We can say, "Here In 
hath the Lord Led, 


BENALTO — ITS EARLY SETTLERS, 
ORGANIZATIONS AND. ACTIVITIES — by 
George Stering 

‘Probably the best-known organization around 
Bera is the Benalto Booster Club, The history 
tthe club itself dates back tothe very beginning 
St the locaton ofthe Hamlet itself, 01912, when 
It was fest considered That a townsite be sur 
veyed at the present locaton along the Alberta 
Central Ratwray. Ils shown on the C:P.R. plan 
fas Blocks 1194, 4.6 B Plan ot subdivision of part 
of SW. 31382'W3, made by D. T. Rownsend 
ALLS. and dated January 2, 1914, It was 
‘egistered in the Land Tities Office at Eamonton, 
fn the dh day of June 1804, as Plan No. 5257 AY. 

Frank Jenkins, is cousin, Chavile Jenkins, 
tne Armstrong Brothers, Swain Anderson, Jack 
Sirapson, Mat and Willam Woe! are among the 
ames of those who persuaded and suggested the 
location of the Hanat of Benalfo. 

“The frst passenger train to come west from 
Red Deer on the Alberta Central Ralway, whieh 
passed through Benalto, was in 914. Passengers, 








‘on this tran included, among others, Charles Lit. 
fe, Locomotive Boreman; Watson Hall, dstiet 
Superintendent; W. C: Doaley, Red Deer C-P.R. 
agent; James Carrol, conductor; Loy Hambly, 
brakeman, 

“Tne first time thatthe Booster Club actually 
held'a community prograrn was in 1815 when & 
Small group put on a stampede on or near the 
Same location on the farm of Charlie Jenkins, 
‘Tals eventually brought about the acquisition of 
the present parcel of land, some 27 eres, now 
known as the Benalto Agricultural and Bensito 
Booster grounds. Charles Jenkins, with his 
cousin Frank Jenkins, ransferred the ership 
‘eventually fo be jlnty owned and registered in 
‘he name ofthe Benalto Agricultural Society and 
the Benaito Booster Club 

"Franke Jenkins was born on August 17,1873 in 
the County” of Audubon, near the town of 
Brayton, in te Siate of Iowa, US.A. He came 10 
{his dstsiet and purchased land in 33. During 
hls active years he farmed, was an auctioneer, 
Carried on @ livestock shipping business, and for 
few years operated a livestock business fn 
Calgary, which went under the name of Bashan 
fad Jenkins, « partnership. In the 1900's ft was 
ommon to heat the broadcast ofthe noon prices 
Sr tls tlem over the W. W. Grant Radio Station, 
how CFCN, He continuously kept hls interest Ia 
Benalto and the Benalto Booster Club, He was 
Its president from 1917 to 1908 and trom 1891 
1855, and wes Stampede Manager for most of 
these years as well During the ime he was not 
Stampede Manager, his cousin Charlte took on 
this work for nlm, until Charlie Bought a farm in 
the Lesllevile district, ana even then Charlie 
Was on hand fo help withthe Stampede 

Frank's knowledge atthe dstrct an his con 
tack it the many in the faring Indstry 
fnabied him to eall on people throughout the 
Whole area fo elp in the work and activities In 
Putting on'a Stampede each year, as well as en 
Eourage people to come to Benalfo to develop 
‘various Business activities whieh, after Si es 
the purpose, and stl Is, of the Benalto Booster 
hu 

"Among those were the Armstrong Bros, who 
were some of his best Supporters: They had the 
horses for the Stampede. Medi haa the eat 
He, and Frank needed both horses and eatle #2 
ppl onthe Stampede. Gaylord was the horseman, 
Ea the eatieman, and they were alays ready © 
blige, He also had an outlaw horse, owned by 
(Orrin Wye, that was one of the hardest for the 
cowboys to vide. 

"The Benaito Booster Club n its eater years 
as well as having an Interested and active presi: 
lent atso hada very” active. and Inerested 
Secretary treasurer. George Warren fled this 
bifice for many Years. He had come to Benalt as 
I frst elevator agent in 1818. Betore coming to 
Benaito he had farmed the SW 25-382.5, which 
was oWned later by Mr. and Mrs. Peter Opp. 

‘George Warten was an aggressive typeof 

















fellow and dia everything possible, by pettion 
and advertising, to have people come fo Benalto, 
fod fo help those who came with assistance 1s 
farting thett business. To encourage MeCanna 
 Mekenzie 10 establish the first Hardware in 
1021, the Booster Club bought Lot 4, Block 4 an 
allway Avenue, ana built bulldlng 20° by 40 
‘wth 1” studs, and egreedto sel tat fifty dllars 
(down and twenty tive dllars per month unt 
ly paid. The agreement of sale was apparently 
fulled ‘at the proper time, as MeKenna& 
MeKenzi sold out to George Kock of Strathmore 
in 1908 and George Kock in turn sold out to the 
Allas Lumber Company & Bullders Hardware In 
{08, Tae bullding ls sll used ana operated as a 
Hardware and ls part of ine bullding preseatly 
owned by George f. Sterling 
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‘The Benalto Booster Club worked hard to get 
ine station located i the present Benalto town 
Site A copy of 58 names on a petition whieh in 
tudes farmers and businessmen Throughout the 
Markervile, vars, Happy Hil, Craig and 
[Benalt aitriets bear this ot. 

‘The Stampede and Fair grounds, which con 
sist of over 21 acres, were acquired from Challe 
Seakins for the community. Por the earlier years 
‘enership rested separately Inthe names of the 
Benaito Booster Ciub and the Benalto 
Agrleuifural Society. ‘The operation of the ‘0 
‘rganizations on a separate basis often led 10 
onsiderable discussion as to which one made 
‘money and: walen one lost money, especially 
Biter the Fair and Stampede. To make far better 
‘elation, the property was finaly registered ina 
joint ttle in the Land ‘tles Otfiee, Edmonton, 
Alberta, Certificate No. 114 L 127 in the name of 
Six trustees, namely” Langton Wells, Swan 
Anderson, clifford Hillman, G. R. Lougheed, 
Lloyd MeNeil and Everett Nelisen, these 

















{fustees representing both the interests of both 
fhe. Benalfo Booster Club and the Benalto 
Agdcultural Society 

"Tals amalgamation marked the commence 
ment of very impertant growin In the develop. 
‘ment of the property. A permanent highway ser. 
iced by the County of Red Deer No. 28 serves 





the property. A foursheet curling rink with 
modern tacitles. snd. cooling relrigeration 
equipment, 1s available for the Benalto 
‘Agricultural Soclety for the alr and other 
Speclal events end the Benalto Curling Clb for 
‘winter bonspiets 

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
No. bi entered ino @ co;partaership with the 
Benalto Agricultural Society andthe Benalto 
Booster Club forthe bullding and operation of the 
Community Hall by agreement signed ‘with the 
frustees on February 22,196 Since then a new 
‘community hal has Been bull fully modern, oF 
the use of the communtiy and under the care and 
Cirection of the Elks and Reval Purple 

“The Benalto Booster Club played Ils part in 
getting the Benalla Sehool property. The land 
‘Was made available for purenase by the Rocky 
‘Mountain Shoo Division by the owner, Mr- John 
Hoelkkinen in Iaft. Tt was but by Waterman 
‘2 Waterbury, Regina, with the material supplied 
by Allas Lumber Company, Benalto. The 28 2" 
‘were eui by Dave Adams mil, west of Rime 
and hauled in by his son, willlam Adams, The 
lana was levelied through the efforts ot a"“Bee" 
Under the iretion of Mr- Matt Haru of the 
Kuusamo district, who Drought in the Jangest 
frader in use n the Munietpal District of Larne 
Bt tha me, The Wustees ofthe day were Emma 
inna, Archibald Norton, and Everett Nelsen, 

rnd" MMe. Gust Maki was the. representative 
ustee for the Rocky Mountain Schoo! Division 
‘The school was ready for operation tn the fal of 
138, 

“Roads were always a problem of which the 
Benaito Booster Club was aveare, and they con 
Slanlly endeavoured to bring attention to this 
problem by the government representatives and 
Funieipal bodies. In 190 big effort was made 
to have a direct road to Sylvan Lake one mile 
‘uth of the present Higaway No.1. In 190 
Fepresentative group drove to Edmonton to try 
roget help {rom the government. Inluded Inthe 
kroup was. Alex Duneaa, Couaelllor for the 
Munleipal District of Golden West: and Alt 
Foster, father of he present Attorney General, 
Honorable James Foster. Ths tip was made i 
‘Abril Toget to Highway No.1, {twas necessary 
{onave Albert Sonnson (who at that time was out 
ddrayman) haul the ear we were to Travel into 
Highway No. i, and he also met the committee 
about fen o'clock that evening when we got back 
from Edmonton, fo haul us back into Benato, 
‘The mud was $0 deep no Veblele could operate 
Under its own power: That delegation alg have 
Some success a a small grant from the govern: 
ment by way of the munlepality dia get gravel 
for the mua holes, whlen was hailed and spread 
Under the direction of Dewey Nielsen acting as 
foreman. One problem arose as a result of the 
Eravelling ~ tte rocks in he gravel ept coming 
fo the surface. Eventually this problem was 
Solved with the paved road whieh now leads in 
from Highway No. It from the east and west 





























In 1937 during the Fair and Stampede the 
roads into Benalto were practleally impassable 
‘MMe Governor-General of Canada, Lord 
‘TWeedsmulr and Lady Tweedsmulr, Lord and 
Lady Buchan were slated tobe in attendance for 
{short visit uring the Stampede event, But the 
Tain fell and mage the roads impassable for 
travel into Benalto. The grounds, grandstand 
4nd bulldings were decorated wh Union Jacks 
fnd."red, “blue and. white ‘bunting. Three 
Aehways were also set up along. Railway 
‘Avenue, and the bandstand Wwas designated as 
‘he place where the guests of honor and thelr 
erty would be located. The torrents of rain and 
‘wind. shattered the archways and completely 
Tutilated the decorations. Trwas net a complete 
disappointment forthe Governor-General and 
his wte, however. He had requested on this trip 
foBenaito, that arrangements be made, if poss 
ble, for them to slop-at a home with @ nah 
Bain. Since the Anderson home. was onthe 
highway, they were able to visit atthe home of 
‘Mr and Mrs Swan Anderson at te Benalta eo 

‘Due to the heavy’ rains the Slampede itseit 
had fo be postponed for one week, Plans were 
‘made to nave the cowbos's and the midway te 
‘main in Benalto. Travel was at & complete hat 
except by Talay. E. J. Casey Shows, of Win 
fipeg, naa the Midway ana were traveling With 
fucks. ‘To accommodate the cowboys and the 
shovrmen, the cowboys were given the use ofthe 
‘Agricultural barn and the showmen were given 
ie use of the Booster"s Hall. The arrangements 
Went along well fora fer days, unt some of the 
cowboys fell that the members of the Midway 
Weretving better rete tan they were The 
Tesuit was a zald oa the sleeping quarters f the 
‘mlway, and, as you ean imagine, “all Hell 
broke lose" 

‘One vtord that has always been commonly 
‘heard in Benalto is the word "bee". Whenever 
Something. was to be done in the community 
Such as bud a community hall bulla a school, 2 
‘chureh, a curing barn and rin, build a grand 
Stand, have a cleanup oF even build the new 
ating booth i 9, the accomplishment ofthese 
proleetsinvariably’'is carried out by means of a 
pee.” The names of sil the willing helpers [or 
‘these activities would make 3 long, long ls 

‘nthe 1800's and early 199) those who cred 
In Benalto were merabersof the Evarts Curling 
Club. Tn 1958 tt was decided to form a curling 
‘ib at Benalto, Ray Nourse, who was the agent 
for the Alberta Pacile Grain Company Lid 
Arranged through is superintendent, Mr. 
‘Macdlilan, to buy a set of second hand rocks for 
{Wo sheets ‘of ice, Afr MacMillan not only 
arranged fo buy these rocks but also delivered 
them with Ris auto'on the various trips he made 
on his inspections at Benalto. These were of 
Warlety of welghts and sizes —itle “Tea 
erties” rom an old Seottsh Clubin Scotland to 
Dig. Jumbos, watch were about ‘five pounds 
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heavier than the standard size. Even with the 
‘arlety of racks, ine members were thrilled to 
have two complete sets. Curing has proven tobe 
avery successful sport a Benalta, At the oftla 
pening in 1838 among those who were invite 12 
throw the first rocks were RB, Welliver ot Rea 
Deer, Perey Duled of Sylvan Lake and Hugh 
Metevin, of Red Deer. Laurel Nielsen can be 
mentioned as one who down through the Years 
has speat_ many hours preparing and looking 
‘after the foe forthe Benafto Curling Club as well, 
as the Benalto Skating Club, which adjoins the 
Curling ctu. 

Archibald Norton, C.P-R. Agent, who came to 
‘Benalto wit hs family in 1831 played an impor 
{ant part in the feof Benalto for aver 25 Years 
He was always a. very enthusiastic. Benalto 
Booster Club member, For years he was the cot 
respondent for he Red. Deer Advocate, and 
Served many years as The secretary-tressurer 
for the Benalto Agricultural Society and was 
honored as Honorary Secretary for his faithful 
years of service. During Ns. years with the 
CPAR. he was instrumental in seling many 
facres of and fo those who came into the Benalte, 
Evarts, Happy Hill and Craig dlsteets 

Peter Cameron was another who, with Mrs. 
Cameron, played ‘an important part nthe 
Benalto community, especially In the lite of the 
Benalto Agricultural Soclety and the Benalto 
Presbyterian Chureh, Whenever a\“bee™ was 
falled you could be sure you would find Mr 
Cameran along with Mes, Cameron and their 
bovs, Grant and Wilson taking an active part in 
the Work A Special banquet on January 2s, 1938 
was eld fonoring Mand Mis. Cameron {oF 
thelr years of support and faithfl service tothe 
Benaifo community 

CCiyde Stautfer and his family, after moving 
from’ Alsask in. i895 ‘and. buying. the Prank 
‘Jackson farm, has played an important part In 
‘ur community life, as an auctioneer, Hereford 
‘breeder, as president ote Rural Flectiteation 
Assoeialion for the Province of Alberta, as presi 
ent of tne Benalto Agricultural Society and aS 
Stampede Manager 

During the 18H and 1940s the Benalto Ten 
nis Club was aelive, and in 89) ladles” com 
petition was held ard among the players were 
Della Mckee and Alma Sterling, Reverend JW 
MacDonald, minister of the Benalto Baptist 
Chured, was 2 very aclive member during the 
10's. 'As well a large number of other well 
known people were active members. 

"The Benalto Home and School was very ac 
tive nthe development of the sehool In the cor 
Tmunlly, "The first president was Mrs. Lillan 
MeBrlde, who served in 1859 and Toil, and again 
In 19i219i) ana 19451947, Others no serve 
president were Mrs, Laura Holsworth, Ses, Jeen 
Pugh, alpn Lough and Mrs. Pearl Jeasen, 
‘Those who served as secretary treasurer in 
cluded Thelma Foster, Jack McBride, William 


























Morris, Bessle Burdick, Laura Holsworth and 
Grace Benner 

‘Aeneral siore was operated fora number of 
spars toras started in the 10's by ar. C. 
Hansen, on Man Street where Mr. and Mrs. Gi 
ils now live. He sold out in 1851 to Me. Hi J 
Arlint. who” came from Balearres, 
‘iskateheoran, One New Years Eve in 1904 the 
balling burned fo the ground. Then a dweling 
Teplice the sere and for a short time Mr, WJ. 
Pekard operated a jewellery store inthis dwell 
Ing 

“another fire inthe 1920's was the 1ss of the 
fst Benalt Hotel on Railway Avenue. Tt Was 
Febult in the same Ieation and as since passed 
through the hands of several ners, being Bow 
biened and operated by £2 Toperosks’ 

The Bena Booster Citb, the Home & School 
Ascciation, the trustees and the various otter 
fupporters who established. permanency ‘of a 
Sebo at Beato found Its greatest support in 
the splendid teachers tat devoted thelr interest 
tnd service down through the years. During the 
first schoo! year at Benallo, 1998-1039, A. 
Franklin Van tome was tie Principal an Lata 
Maki was Assistant Principal. Others who 
served’ as Prinelpal_ were W. ‘C. Davidson, 
George ‘Trasov, W. E. Farris. Assistants in 
ded Ciford Aweock, alma Sterling, who 
ferved for several terms I 1882 an addition Was 


























































































bullt to the sehoot and four rooms came into 
‘operation. In 1988 Zoom Was added in the base 
ment, and Aanle Simpson Joined the stafl 
‘Through the years many other dedicated 
teachers served on the staff. Alma Sterling was 
on the staff continuously from 1940 unl 187), 
When she retired. During this time she also 
Terved for several years on the Post Secondary 
Education Board for the Government of Alberta, 

Tl was during the years of the Benalto Home 
and School Association that & regular contact 
was continued with the Rocky Mountain Sehoot 
Division by the Benalto Booster Cub for support 
nd extension tothe Sekool, The trustees for the 
Schoo! Division that gave a listening ear, Bjorn 
Thorlakson, Gust ‘Makl, John Hillman, David 
Pearson and, after the transfer 1 the County of 
‘Red Deer No.3, Jot Jillman, Levi Brlckson, 
David Pearson, and Stan Swalnson. ‘Tae Heme 
land. School Association, sas’ discontinued at 
‘Benalto, but an association of the parente and 
{eachers sll earry on In the name ofthe Benalto 
School Parent Group. Among the main actviles 
of later years le thelr assistance’ with the 
Strawberry Tea, the Christmas Concert and the 
lannual year-end schoo! plenle and sports day 
‘The active oficers have been Ane Thiels and 
Tey Nielsen, 

‘Among the merchants that have served in the 
Hannlet of Benalto are as follows; Jack Simpson 
‘and Seot Hastie, who bull the frst store In 915, 




















followed by at 
‘Arthur Kitna 


MacRae, V. B, Buchanan and 
Mrs. Emma. (Kana) Jenkins, 
Donald J, G. Wilkes and Ruth Wilkes, and Mr 
‘and Mrs: Rosse, all who, along with the general 
Store, served inthe distribution of mal withthe 
post office. Following Mr. ang Mrs. Rousse, the 
Post Oifice was transferred. across the main 
street 10 G. R- Lougheed, who was operating & 
general store tere in the same location where 
{he community had been served by the Imperial 
Bank of Canada, a general store operated in turn 
by Brodersoas,'slimpsons, Robinson and lem 
fg, Foster Millen, Knowies and now by Dick 
Thos, 


























In the late twenties and early thirties Herman 
Seumidek, along with Emil Sehil, operated 
hardware store snd a machine and oll agency on 
the west end of Rallvay Avene, which is now oe 
cupled asa dwelling by Mr and Mrs. Re 
Simpson. fr. James Longalr worked with Her 
‘man Sehimldek during the 1990 a8 & Bookkeeper 
nd. also secretary-treasurer Tor the Benalto 
Caring ‘cub. tn 1089 Me. and’ Mrs, Longale 
moved to Calgary where they ok over the 
Management of the Woods Christian Home for 
toys fora short time, Mr. Bert Swift carried on & 
hardware business in tis same buliding for & 
Short time as well as Mf, Armtage, This was 
Totlowed by an electical business operated bY 
Mr, Max Simpson, 

‘Among the bullders and carpenters who con: 
structed the various bulldings in. Benalto the 
{ollowing contributed their skill: SE. MeKe 
Jonn Hillman, Joe M. Hulman, and John Roti 











5. E. Mckee moved to the Benatto district from 
Fea Deer where he serve as mayor ofthat ety 
Histirst ative interest in he community was ts 
lection as president of the Benalto Agricultural 
Society. He followed this by his activities in his 
‘church, He was one of te original leading of 
ficers in the ‘Benaito.Bapilst Church, whieh 
Drought about the rganiing and buliing Ot the 
now church and manse, now served by Rev, Den 
nls Burris, as Pastor. John Hillman was for 
Years an aetive carpenter throughout 1 
Henalte, Evarts and Markerville districts. He 
also served for years as trustee tn the Rocky 
‘Mountain choot Division and was the councillor 
on the Rea Deer County No. 23 Joe Mian 
Was also active asa earpenter, mall earrer, an 
{or years operated the livery barn at Benalto. 
John ‘Rotvik, who bullt his own bullding on 
Rallway Avenue in Benalto, Was also an operator 
at thfeshing machine in the Diamond Valley 
‘istrict for years, His sons, Gus and EE, Who 
how lve in the Wetaskiwin area, served as 
plleher and catcher ‘on many occasions for the 
Benatto ‘baseball team during’ the 1920 and 
180s 











Among those who painted the bulldings as 
they were bull during the 1990's and 1940's was 
ele Hansen, who was well known throughout 
the Benalto, Markerville and Dickson district, 

‘Baseball was a featured sport in Bena, es 
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‘es ke ih Rah Hay act Lary Mase 


pecially during the years that Frank Jenkins and 
oi: Nielsen and his boys ved in the aren, The 
Benaito Fair and Stampede grounds right from 
ihe beginning featured a baseball dlamond, and 

ie names of Nielsen, Hambly, Fink, Rotvtk, 
Hansen, Stewart, Bardenhagen, Lien, Foran, 
Daley, ‘Wilkes, ‘Sisson, Sweinson, and. Faris 
bring back many memories of Baseball Nere. 

“Armang those recognized down through the 
years for thelr Interest inthe ed Cross and hav 
lng received thelr Red Cross Service Pins, were 
Emma Kiana Jenkins, Alma Sterling and Annie 
Simpson, The Red Crose has always Been a well 
Supported charity inthe Benaite strict, During 
ihe Second Great War, Emma Kinna Jenkins, 
‘Who at that time was postmistress and operator 
Gr ihe general sore, gave unstinlingly of her 
lime and services to the Canadian Hed Cross, 
‘She grew up the daughter of Thor Gudmundson, 
Jn the Markerville district, taught sehool for 8 
umber of years, and irhen she came to Benalto 
She came ay Mrs, Atthur Kinna. Her daughter 
‘Ruth Tonk over the store and post office ater the 
Second Great War. She married D. J G, Wilkes, 
who had served as a fying officer Inthe Cana 
dian Air Force. They are living in Peterborough, 
Ontario where Don is employed withthe Depart 
‘ment of Veterans Aftars 

Baseball, and the Stampede program, were 
the'main sources of entertainment during the 
tariler vears at Benalto. The Booster Club ae 
{ually came ino being as.a result of these sports 
‘The wlatrict owes a. debt of gratitude To the 
Stampede. Managers for their contribution 
Frank Jenkins Was manager trom 1818 (01928, 
‘and from 1953 to 1998: Challe Jenkins from 1828 
fo sat: Cyde Stauer from 1957 to 1940; Dewey 
Nielsen fram 191 to 1838; Lugwig Kathol from 
1340 fo 1961; Swan Anderson form 1962 to 396 
Eevart G. Hi. Ball was elected in 1998 and con 
tinues to serve at the present time (1871. Clyde 














Stautfer, Ludwig Kathol and Swan Anderson 
were made Honorary Life Members of the 
Benatto Agricultural Society. 

“The Metride family in thelr development ot 
the Riverbend Farms Lta., have made an out 
landing contribution to thé development of the 
community through ther interest in the church, 
School, 4H clube and the Benalto Agricultural 
Soctety. On Friday, Mareh 2, 19, Mr and Mi 
‘Tack McBride were honored by the community 
as\winners ofthe Canadian Rye Charplonshis 
ft the World Seed Fairs held in Toronto and 
hteago tn 1955. 

"The Livery Barn was an important business 
In the 1930's, During this time it was operated by 
J. Mand Helga Hillman, Orval Gatzke, and 
Aivers Johnson. ‘Tas property Is now ovned by 
GL Lougheed. Tae barnhas been replaced by & 
Tovely new home at the present tne, 

‘The blacksmith shop, very. important 
business in the earlier years, was located south 
where the very bara was.'Tom Simon Was for 
Sears the blacksmith at Evarts, and the mall 
{arrier from Benalto to Evarts. Henry Johnson, 
who also operated a trucking business, George 
MeLevin, who now operates MeLevin Welding 
Eta. Red Deer, spent a short time Working It 
this shop with Henry Johnson inthe early 188s, 
Le: Bjornson, who carne from Teeland, made the 
Iron rallings on the side of the stops of the 
Benalfo Presbyterian Chureh. In the winter of 
1908 The’ old blacksmith shop ‘burned to the 
{round. The property was taken over by James 
MeGowan, who rebuilt and established awelding 
shop and a garage, along withthe Tmperial 
‘gency. Me, MeCowan sola out to Uno Linde 
Gist in 185i and served during the remsining 
Years at the War as an instructor for the War 
Department ofthe Government of Canada. After 
retirement he has made Me home in London, On 
{arlo. This business was taken over from’ Mr. 
Lindegulst by Willam Austin Sr. and his son 
Willam Austin Jr. the present owners, who now 
tse the bullding fo storage and as a private gar 
ae, 

“The buying of vestock at Benalto was avery 
Important business during the ear years. Ths, 
‘withthe selling of grain through ‘he elevators, 
tras the source of income for the farming in 
dustry. Hundreds of carloads of eatte and hogs 
Were bought and shipped during these. years, 
Some of the livestock buyers who dealt with @ 
great many of the shippers from the area were 
Frank G. Jenkins, George Daley, H. MeLennan, 
(le Bardenhagen, Thomas Smith, Jace Simpson 
Shert Lien and Dewey Nilson. 

"The oldstime He rack Yor teams of horses ex 
tended from the elevators to the C1P-. station 
along Rallway Avenue. was common to see 
teams of horses tied the full length, while their 
owners were doing shopping a the sires or hav 
Ing repairs made at the blacksmith shop after 
they Nad delivered their loads of grain to the 
‘levators or to the livestock yards, The livestock 

















vvards and seales were located inthe area where 
the Cominco Elevator and shed arenow situated. 
‘One particular teamster. Henry Rows, Who 
farmed in the Raven area, drove ateam of heavy 
‘raft horses. He groomed them beauilfully. $0 
that they would not suffer too ‘much trom the 
heat om thelr trip during. the summertime he 
‘Would Teave home at fe o'clock in the morning 
Tnorder to arrive in Benaito before the sun gots 
hot, and would walt unl late in the afternoon 
Before starting Nome. Mr. Roles was a brother 
Indaw of Hon. George Hoadley, who was 
‘Minister of Agriculture in the UF.A Govern 
ment of that day: 

‘h order to ralse money tn support of com 
munlty projeets the Benalio Booster Club often 
Sponsored plays or musieal programs. It seemed 
as though everyone Was willing fo take part. A 
Special feature involving’ the Knna's musical 
flents was the musieal saw. Jack and Lillian 
MeBride featured a sleightothand act that 
always kept the audience in a happy mood, and 
fhe Norton family were great supporters in put 
ting on plays 

‘Down through the years an entertainment 
that was featured prior to the Stampede Dance 
Which tas held in the Booster Hall was a boxing 
‘match. This always attracted a fll hall, and con 
tinued as an attraction until he late 1940's Soon 
[reworks became a closing feature forthe Stam 
pede events. The first year of the Fireworks a 
Taugnable stiuation arose. The Stampede events 
Confined until well after dark, The people were. 
felting restless fo get home. The boxing mate 
Bed Ghmmenced Gnd the Booster Hall was 
packed fo capacity. To satsty the clamourby the 
Erandstand fo stari the fireworks fo wind up the 
Show, the committee in charge of the fireworks 
progfam ce off the display. No sobner hada cow 
ple of loud explosions occurred than those at 
fending the boxing match started to vacate the 
Booster Halland the boxing mateh. Inless than 8 
minute, by ext through the windows and doo 
{he all eas emptied. All that as deft nthe all 
were the two boxers and the releree, No one to 
{hig aay ever knew who won the boxing matek! 

In 1937 the ‘Benalto Recorder produced 
several issues which were edited by MP. Cordon, 
Stmgson while he operated the general store. In 
the Issue for September 27a letter by the late 
Rev, RS. Stevens, minister of the Memorial 
Presbyterian Chureh, Sylvan Lake, was printed, 
Through this leer he was sollelting help for 
drought striken parte of Saskatehewan in the 
way of vogetables, clothing and food of any Kind 
Calgary Power was mentioned a having bull & 
line through Benalto, and plans were being made 
{ote on to ths service, One ofthe features in the 
Simpson's Store add was: Shelled walnuts 
fwentysix cents per pound; Nabob coffee thirty 
rine cents a pound (compared to the 17 price ot 
{our dollars pee pound!y; and ten bars of Pear! 
White Napins Soap for thirty-nine cents 

‘Among those who have served as officers In 

















the Benalto Booster Cub down through the years 
are the ‘following: Frauk Jenkins, Charlle 
denkins, George Warren, W. D, Murphy, George 
Richardson, D.J.G. Wilkes, W.J- Morris, Ralph 
Lougheed, A. Norton, Siveri Lien, Earle Farris, 
Alma Sterling, Dale Nielsen, Gordon Steadman, 
George Sterling, and Ray Walker 


RENALTO ELKS No, 401 — by W. E, (Dick) 
sti 

Tm the spring of 1955 some of our men, which 
later became members, had the occasion 1 be 
Invited‘o an Fiks function ina neighboring town, 
‘Most of them ikea what they were ola about the 
Elks and set out to sec ian Elks Lodge could be 
formed in Benalto, Bro, M. MM Jenson, who later 
Decame the first Bxalted Ruler ofthe Lodge, got 
Some advice from Bra. John Watson and started 
the ball rolling. The Grand Lodge. of the 
Benevolent and. Protective Order of Elks of 
Canada Was’ contacted. Shortly after a Grand 
‘organizer was sent ut to see the possiblity ot 
forming 'a'new lodge in Benalto. There was 
nau interest so prospective members were 
‘alle toa meeting. After a few meetings, 437aen 
Signed’ up for membership in the new lodge. 
These men were to be known as charter 
‘members. The date fr the instttion of the new 
Todge was se for June 25, 1956. With the aldo the 
Red Deer Eike patrol team and the Red Deer of 
ficers, the inilation ceremony was carried out 
on the oth of June 1855, Two of the 43 members 
‘were unable fo attend this ceremony so only ft 
‘names appear on the charter. 

"The ‘first Exalted Ruler was Bro. MM. 
(ads) Jenson, ho as one ofthe mata ones in 
the helping to get things started. His term 
Started in June, 1996 and went until November, 
185 He was then folwred by Bro, Reg Hambly, 
1868; Bro. Erie Matson, 1883 ana 1960; Bro, Her 
‘an Steiner, 1901; Bre, Clit Hansen, 182; Bro 
D-A. (Dave) Hictala, 1963; Bro. Jake Tolonen, 
1964: Bro. Murrie Steele, 1969 and 1986; Bro, W 
E. (Dicky Austin, 190 and 98s, Bro. V. (Bud) 
Gene, 1969; Bro, Don MeCuteheon, 10,1971 and 
1872; Bro. M. (Pete) Dechamps, 1873 ana 191 
Bro. Howard Kathol, 1915: Bro: Les Ray, 1916) 
‘Bro, Terry Niemela, 197; Bro. Walter iturt, 
198 

“The principles of the order are charity, 
Justice, brotieriy love and fidelity. Where eh: 
liy Is needed money Is also needed and some of 
the money making projects was an annual ca 
bingo, turkey shoots rates, ete, Our mal jb In 
the communtiy’ otter than Relping sehere help ls 
nieded isthe upkeep of the community hal 
Whien we were the mala body inthe Bulding of 
Our national project is the Elks Purple Cross 
Fld, by waleh any ehlld under the age of 38 
‘ears may obtain medieal assistance where and 
‘when the need arises. We are very Tortunate in 
‘ur area as we ony had to use this service twice 
[RS we ave fairly new in Benalto, our history Is 

















‘hort. Our membership now stands at 182. Dick 
justin fs historian for the Lodge 


BENALTO GARAGE 
Sometime in te early 20's; the exact year 
‘nat the original Dullding was ball snot known, 
but it was bult bya Jona Henry Johnson. This 
stas expected to be a large business as Tt as 
uuipped sith # double set of blacksmith tool 
he" Original business was called Benalto 
Blacksmith ‘Shop. As gear as we know this 
business was owned by the Johnson family until 
{burned down In 1805, Many’ different people 
‘torked there or rented if for short periods of 
time but # never seemed to grow to he foresight 
atthe bullder 
Some ofthe people that were connected with 
iy at different mes were: Emil Sel, George 
DeLevin, Simonds Brothers, there was & Thomp: 
San and tvo other partners whose names are not 
Snow, Joe O'Hara, Thor Blornson who some 
new as Lowkle Blornson, and possibly more 
that nave been forgotten 
"The original bulldlng having burned: In 1957 
sim MeGowan built new bullding that is st in 
‘peration, Jim sold the business to Uno Linde 
fst In 104, Uno operated tt unt 1846 and for 
Healt reasons soldi fo W. J. Austin. Under Uno 
Lndequist the name was changed to Benalto 
Garage and- Blacksmith Shop. ‘The Austins 
changed ito Benalto Garage and it remains that 
fonday. Tt was owned by W. J, Austin until 3961 
‘when he sold It fo his son W (Dek) Austin 
Submitted by 
W. 8, (Dick) Austin 


BENALTO HOTEL — by Elsie Helkkinen 

‘Mr.and Mr, Redell Dut he Benalto Hotel in 
1nd, Campbell and Griffin bull a buying station 
tnd Creamery in 9001821. Mr. Alex Karkalnen 
bulla pool hall in 1990. There was a iol of over 
two pereent beer sold there. during his time. 
Aberta was dry untll 1924, but Mr- Karkalnen 
managed to get over two percent beer In some 
Way from Saskatchewan, The children of the dl 
{eit recall the "jumbo" Ice-cream cones that 
they Were able to buy for five cents 

in 822 a Chinese man bought the 
and opened restaurant. At four 0' 
{pring morning in 1924 tue restaurant caught fre 
Wom an overheated stove, THe cook was baking 
ples and frying doughnuts ducing the night for 
Forse sate Tobe held atthe fair grounds the next 
day, The doughnut grease caught on fire and he 
ouidn't control the Blaze. The Festaurant as well, 
8 the Rotel and pool hall were burned. 

Alex Karkalnen rebuilt the hotel in 1924 He 
operated i unl 108, when he sold out o Me, and 
Mrs. Varley Buchanan, They operated the hotel 
Uni the passing of Ms. Buchanan in June of 
192. Mr, and Mis. Sivere Len leased the hotel 
{rom July 1, 1842untl October 1, 1946 Ttwas then 
taken over by Varley Buchanaa's son Jack, who 
fold ito Mr and Mrs, Lloyd Bilings In Aigust 
19st 
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Mr, flings ran it until July 1949. 1t was then 
bought by Mf and Mes A, West, who managed t 
{ntl the Year 1885, Tt again changed hands when 
Mir. and Ses. John Watson bought it, In the 
History of the hotel they owned it the longest 
Detlod of time, staying uni! 1968, 

The nex! owners. were Nick and Nettie 
Koroluk, who Were there trom June 1968 until 
November 197 Ia the next thee years there 
‘were two owners — Bob Stenait and Att 
Kissinger, In November 1906 it was bought BY 
Mr. and irs. Fa'Taperosky, who are the overs 
atthe present time. 





ORDER OF ROVAL PURPLE, LODGE No. 283 

‘On Apri 29, 1859 The Order of Roval Purple, 
awsiliany of he B.P.0. Elks instituted Lodge No 
23) al Benalto. There sere fl charter members, 
‘many of whom are sili regular attendance ai 
‘he monthly meetings. Over the years many of 
‘he Hkville ladles have been members of ths 
{Lodge and have helped earn monies needed for 
theif’ charitable. causes, Over the years, 
members of O.O.R. Lodges all over Canada 
have played a big part In helping thelr Brother 
tk fe combat to thelr el project, Deat 
Detection for Children. Im 1618 the, order of 
Roval Purple contributed a total of S101 41.58 
towara this fund 


BENALTO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH — by 
George R. Stering 

“The first church services that were held 
regularly at Benalioby the Presbyterian Church 
‘were n the early 1900s. The minister, Rev. W. G, 
Mekechnie at Evarts, arranged to Hold alternate 
fervices with Evarts and Benalte. There do Not 
‘appear to.be any’ records of thls arrangement, 
buP Ms. Norma (Norton) Stewart tells us that 
When she came as a gil to Benalto, hls was the 
rangement at that ime. She reeals that about 
the fitst Sunday she attended a church service 
iff coming to Benstf, she was requested fo be 
tne of the Sunday School teachers, 

‘he church service and Sunday school in 
those days were held inthe Benalto Booster Hal 
Lighting the fires and the janitor work was & 
‘olunteer service provided for the most part by 
[Arohibald Norton who was sation agent for the 
C}PaRe In the winiertlee when it was foo cold to 
Nave service In he hall, he invited the minister 
And the congregation tothe Watling room of the 
Staton, for a chureh worship oa Sunday 

"he frst records show that Rev. 0. E, Mann 
arranged for regula services at Benaito in 1927, 
‘with Thomas Sralth and Peter Cameron acting 
As Elders, He was followed by a Mr. 4.8, Dingle, 
Sno was from Australia and served the fet for 
‘bout a veur 

Tn 1881 Mr. Harold Corkey, a student at the 
lime, spent that summer onthe lla. His father 
at that time. was the moderator of the 
Presbyterian Chueh in northern Ireland 

Tn 1882 Rev, Joseph ‘Carter, a graduate of 











Spurgeon's College in London, England, served. 
fon the fleld until the spring’ of 1850 when he 
Stladenly took il and lea 

uring the summer of 1952 Mr. H. Dasler 
Sorved on the fled and In the Summer of 198) & 
IM. Forbes served the eld 

‘in 1884 Malcaim S. MacLean of Brampton, 
ontario was appointed to feld as a student 10 
Ssetve Eckvilie and Benalto. He continued on the 
fed until 1955. Mac, as be was known to all who 
new him, served dieing the Worla War I inthe 
Airforce ‘and. after. the war” completed” Ais 
theology at Knox College tn Toronto. He" 
presently serving the Church in Winnipes a= 
Superintendent of Missions 

"Rev. Dunean Campbell was appointed to the 
field in 189, living at Benato for s short tne 
ita small manse was bult at Eekvlle where he 
continued to live until 1940, when he Was 
Succeeded by Rev. JM. Eraser 

in 198 the Women's Missionary Society for 
the Presbyterian Chureb, appointed Miss Ruby 
Walker ag a deaconess to the fel, at that time 
serving Eekville, Benalto and. Hespero, Miss 
Walker is presently. serving in Grace 
Preshyterlan Churen in Calgary, AUberta 

Tnlads Mr. Otls MacGregor was appointed to 
the fetd and served unl 144 when Rev. Dovslas 
(Crocker was appointed forthe surnmer 

Tn the fall of 1944, Mfr. Murray’ Coles, who 
farmed at Acton, Ontarto, offered hls services to 
the field for that winter and served unt the 
Spring of 195, when Rev. A. Fe Howick was 
sppointed, 

‘On graduation with his ALA. from Kaox 
College in 1948, ater serving fora short time on 
Vancouver Island, Rev. Douglas Crocker was 























appointed to the field, and served until 199, 
‘when he accepted a eal to serve Rupert Street 
Presbyterian Church in Edmonton, 

Twas during the vears that Rev. Crocker 
served on the fla that the Benalto Presbyterian 
Church was bult. The corner stone Was laid on 
May 25 1917 by Rev. RA. Sinclar who at that 
lime was Moderator cf the Red Deer Presbytery 
Rev, Crocker conducted fhe first baptism In the 
hitch on. September 1947 wen” Linda 
Hetkktnen, daughter of Me. and Mrs. Theodore 
Heikkinen was baplised. Rev. Crocker also per 
formed the frst wedding ceremony when Roy 
Nielsen and Inez Johnson were united tn 
‘marriage on July 2, 138, 








In the summer of 180 Mr. Kingsley King, 
dent at Knox College, Was appointed to the 
feta 

1h the summer of 1961, Mr. Wiliam J. Klem 
pa, student at Knox College served on ie Held. 
He travelled by bleyete for the most part, and.id 
4 thorough Job of visting and looking after tne 
Segular ehuten Services, He is today one of the 
outstanding ministers im the ehured, presently 
Serving Rosedale Presbyterian Chueh ia Toros 
fo, Ontarto 

In the fall of 1951 Mr. Kenneth Grant was ap 
polnted to the lea as a Layman. He carried out 
fn extensive visitation program and held ser 
Vices ‘regularly at Benalto, Eexville. and 
espero, as well as atthe Happy Hl School) 
assist him, Rev. Thomas Roulston, minister ot 
Memorial Presbyterian Cturen at Syivan Lake, 
Conducted the sacraments of baptist and conn 
fmunlon. ‘The records show that on Oclober 3, 
1858, Rev. Roulston baptised nine children he 
morning service at Benaito 

‘ih Me Rev. Peter Walter was appointed to 
te fleld and served until 138. Rev. Walter is 
Bresently the minister of Basimount 
Presbyterian Chureh, Hamilton, Ontario, 

"Ret, Sheldon MacKenale Was appointed tothe 
field tn 1858. T'was during hs year on the fed 
that plans vwere made fo bulld the chureh in 
Bekvill, He was also onthe committee of 

















Preshytery that arranged forth bldg of he 
few Manse at Rocky Mountain House. Af 
Teaving the teld tn 899 he served in the Fist 
Presbyterian Chureh in Montreal and the Elrst 
Presbyterian church in St. Johns, Now 
foundland. He is presently on siaif as professor 
at the ‘Memorial University, St. Johns, New 
foundland, 

Ih 189 Rev, Howard Grace was appointed to 
the fleld and after serving a year he returned to 
Hs home in Nova Seotia, 

‘Me. Hugh Simpson, whose father at that time 
‘was the minister of St. Ges Chureh In Calgary. 
Served the fela during 1960 and 16 

Tn 1980 the Benalto congregation transferred 
to the Sylvan Lake eld, and since then Rev. 
sioan Yoos has served a the minister, Since hat 
lime Benalto, with syivan Lake, has become 
Scsustalning, and have added to the church 
fumiture, 2 new Hammond organ, Baptismal 
fount and a Communion table 

(Organlsis serving during the years have been 
Emma Jenkins, Norma Stewart, Bana Smith, 
Mes. Ray Nourse, Ardis Bramall, Laura 
Hblsworth and Alma Sterling 

‘Among those who may be mentioned for their 
assistance In establishing the chureh at Benalo, 
include: De. M.S. Blakburn, Dr-J. A. Munro, 
irs A-B. MeGorman, Mr Ernie Ross, Dr. Oliver 
Nugent: all members of the Presbytery of Red 
Deer, who at various times were serving offices 
‘ihe ehure® 

Special mentlon must be made atthe Benalto 
Presbyterian Ladies Ald, which has been an ac 
live organization for the church and the com: 
mmunlly from the very beginning of Benalto. 1 
tras ther interest and financial help that made i 
posible to carry out the coastruction of the 
hurehbullding in 194, Thole thought interest 
Inthe needy, the siek'and the neweomer have 
made them ai integral part ofthe ehureh and the 
community. 




















WE BENALTO PRESBYTERIAN LADI 
AID — by Ors. W. A. Holsworth 

"Te Ladies” Ald in Benalto has along history 
dating back before 1028, The minutes. of the 
feetings prior to 1941 were all destroyed, but 
Sank book starts with an entry of May’, 1829 — 
creat Sil 

During the war years, Victory Bonds were 
purchased ‘and. donations were given to. the 
Evarts Red Cross, and tothe Benaito Red Cross. 
Parcels were also sent to the solders overseas 

‘When the Bokvilie Hospital was belng fur. 
ished, the Ladies’ Aid gave money tothe dining 
oom tuite fund. For a mumber of years the 
Presbyterian Church of enallo and that of 
Eckvlle were one feld, Money’ was raised for 
the Bekville manse fund, 

"The biggest project undertaken over the 
years was to alse money to help bulla the 
Presbyterian Churen in Benalio. The corner 
stone was falé on May 28,1847. Extras ave been. 








provided, finishing the basement, fencing, 
Earpet for the als, chotr gowns, fvman books, 
‘and money to help buy the pews, Sunday School 
Supplies ave been pai for by the Ald: Yearly 
Gonatlons have been made tothe WMS 

"The chicken supper which was held ech fal 
to rae money wan also 8 social event ten & 
‘nar was held before Christmas. ‘The Ladies 
‘id'ran'a booth a the Benalto Fie wit good 
Stecess, One spring a fashion show. "The Spring 
Reviews with the husbands modeling. te 
Ste: ade fn forall and raised mney, 0, 

‘hnelghbourly sprit pervades our” Ladies 
‘Aid. Countens visits and gifts to the ach, the 
Shute, and the bereaved have been ay’ of 
Showing that we care 

"We enjoy the Christian fellowship of our 
‘monthly meetings, our annuatchurehplene, snd 
the potluck supper at the time of our annual 
Chuteh Congregation Meeting 











BENNETT, DAVID FAMILY EARLY 
MISTORY — by Arthur Rennett 

‘Davia ‘Thomas Bennett wa born in 1867 in 
Bagnalstown in southern Ireland. Annie Taorpe, 
weno later became his wife, was born in 1872 fn 
County Ross, ireland. They. were Doth 
Protestants: i 1889 they were married and 
later travelled to New Zealand where. they 
purchased a dairy farm. ‘Telr three: children 
borate. them here were John, (who died of 
Pheumstic fever in 1898); Irene and Harry 
Seven years the family returned to. Ireland, 
County" Carlow, where’ the second “daughter, 
“Mae, was born. The decision to come to Canada 
was made with a view to having's Wok at the 
homesteads then belng offered for settlement 
We arrived in Brandon, Manitoba tn 1801, where 
‘we spent the winter.’David had gone’ to. the 
Calgary area to look for a sullabie homestead, 
and applied for quarter section six miles west 
ar Cayley. Rarly the next summer we met dad in 
the town of High River, where he had gone on 

















ahead to begin bulldinga house, We drove out the 
‘Aine miles with wagon and team, and got our test 
lew of the majestic Rocky. Mountains — 
‘stretching out a far as the eye could see from, 
north to. south. Although the mountains. were 
Clearly visible, there was no human habitation to 
‘be seen! Just the smell ofthe prairie flowers, the 
horus of frogs in he distance, andthe feel ofthe 
‘balmy chinook breeze, Iremember my mother 
taking one look at the lonesome landscape, after 
‘when she sat down and ented 

‘We sufered all the hardships common tothe 
early setters, Fortunately, the winters of 1905, 
‘and 104 were mild, and we were better prepared 
{or the winters thai followed. The winter of 196 
wT was especlally severe, and thousands of 
head of cattle which had been left on the ope, 
Tange, dled fram the extreme cold and lack of 
ood. Only the horses survived, as they could pat 
away the snow and Teed on the priarie grass 
‘below the snow. ‘The Last Chance School was 
‘opened tn 1809 and Inene and I rode horseback 
he anda half miles to attend this schoo, 

Ta the year 1000 my father sold the homnestead 
tor $a per acre and in 1910 bought two quarter 
Sections of land south of Bassano for $11 per 
acre, During the meve tothe new location twas 
my duty fo ride our litle grey mare, namea Mn 
tie, and drive the cattle and horses; and withthe 
help of our dog, Rover, I managed to keep them 
Together. We spent the first night atthe Home of 
frlendly ‘nomesteader along the way, and the 
next day, by evening We had Teached The Dig 
Drldge across the Bow River, 12 miles south of 
Gletehen, on land belonging to ihe Blackfoot In 
Glan Reservation. Our plan was to continue on fo, 
GGletchen that nigh, but the tired animals kept 
laying dawa, so after about two more miles, we 
decided to leave the wagon and buggy there and 
$eturn to town for the nigh, taking the team and 
the saddle horse. At the hotel a bed for two for 
the aight cost Sl wth meals at 25 cents each. 

‘When we got back to tte wagon the next mor 
lng we found only the caftie no horses were in 
Sight, After we had spent considerable time 
Searching for the Agrses two Indian cow-bovs, 
{came alongwith hat of the number of horses oF 
‘whlch they demanded $4. $3 compromise was, 
Teached, then the Indians sal they’ would being 
the rest af the horses for another $i By this ime 
‘We had found that two nbranded heifers had dis 
Appeared, so Dad agreed tothe $4price ihe wo 
felfers were also included. We finally’ got te 
horses forthe $4, ut the Indlans agent advised 
us to aceept that deal, and in return an effort 
‘would be made to find the two Relfers for us, 
However, we never did hear anything about the 
Imlssing animals, which was quite dlseouraging, 
‘5 ihe Dad had already paldwas about hal ihe 
brlce ofa good cow in those days, Tals incident 
‘ae the nly unpleasant experience we ever had 
‘withthe naive people, andin later contacts with 
Them se met some very honorable people among 
them. After reachiag Bassano we bought 











supplies — 12 loaves of bread for $1, 1 pound of 
Butter for 20 cent atin of salmon for"30 cents 
2nd a pound of tea for 25 cents 

‘Aer Dad and I reached the Bassano farm we 
put up.a 12 by Id fot frame shack and a barbed 
frre orral for the cows. Then Dad left by train 
{or High Rver to bring ihe balance of the farm 
equipment and household furlture, an the re 
of the family to the farm. No’ school was 
{Wvallable however, which meant that we had 
ove fo Bassano for a three-year period, wore 
Fred, Violet and Artur atlended. senool. We 
brought the mile cows to torn, aso, and Ieee, 
Nay" and' Violet milked them and carried. the 
‘ilk pals sound town fo customers, who ald 
Shor i to 14 quarts This was done before and 
after soho as the gies and Tiooked upon schoo! 
88.3 most Inevesting pursul, 

Ine winter of 188 Dad had a bad attack ot 
pleurisy, and had to be sent to a hospital in 
Calgary! He was able to'return home In the 
spring with to tubes insted in his lower lung 
{0 drain off Hud, But Re became a sem-invald 
‘and Harsy nad to take over most of the Work 

In 1915 Dad purchased an igated farm near 
Lathom, seven miles east of Bassano. Here the 
eldest daughter, Irene, taught school, At this 
lime tire of the children received their public 
School education under the direction of thelr 
Sister. Eater on’ Arthur went to high school in 
[Bassano where Mr. Gordon Foster was the prin 
‘ipa. In 182) Irene was married fo Cary McKean. 
fs and they’ lived in Benalto. Harry Bennett 
‘worked the Trenholm dry farm, which Was 
located about six miles south east of Bassano, 
AArinur helped him when ‘not attending high 
School. He’ travelled to and. from school on 
horseback during the Years 1995 to 1928. For 
Several years Violet held a position as typist 
then’ in” 1007 she married Robert Prowse of 
Glelcen where they lived for some time on 3 
farm. They later moved to Calgary, where helt 
three daughters now lve 

Fred Bennett attended Olds Agricultural 
College in 1825, under the principalship of the 
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lite Doctor Grisdale After ter meeting 3 
ospel prescher named Howard Philips, Ere 
‘vas converted, and attended the Moody Bible 
Tastfute in 1928. He became & Baplsh minister, 
[180 he ealsfed In the second World War and 
shrved for more than four years tn Haly and 
France. From 188 to 1845 he ived wit his fm 
Iy, who by now had moved to the Benalto area 
Diring the years from lsd? to 1914” Fred 
preached under the Southern Baptists. in 
Washington, U'S.A. At present he ives with is 
wife, Hazel at Puyallup, Washington 

1h 1900-185) Arthur (ook bis senior matrleala: 
tion ia Rea Deer. He attended Camrose Normal 
{n 1900191, then taught schoo! unt 1835, wen 
he Joined up in World War Il, He served in 
England, France, Holland, and Germany sith 
the: Lincoln and’ Welland’ Regiment. He also 
Worked as Educational Corporal at Taplow near 
London. After tree and one-half years war ser 
ice he returned tos tome a Beno, When 
teaching in Torsington in 197 he met 
Krause, whom he married, They now live In eed 
Deer, where they have retired, 

‘George Bennett studied at Three Hills ible 
institute in 19901991 under the Reverend Max. 
well. After his marriage In 1989 he and his wife 
‘Weni as missionaries to Japan in 1858, where 
ihelr two children, Kenneth and. Gwendolyn, 
‘ete born, They are now living in Nanaimo, 

Tt was in 1827 when the Bennetts moved to 
Benalto, whore they setled on the Woodmancy 
farm. th 1800 they bought the Charle Jenkin’ 
farm’ nearby. Harry farmed this place for" a 
number of vears withthe help, at ties, of Fred, 
‘hur and George, David Bennett, the father 
lived in Benalto nil his death In 19H, Harry 
Bennett then bought the B.C, Learned farm east 
or syivan Lake in 1850, Hie ved on it with his 
‘holher. In 1958 Mrs. Bennett-moved into the 
Senior Citizen's Home in Hed Deer, where she 
ied in 1951 atthe age of 89 years, Harry ts now 
Wing in Ladysmith, Bc. 

‘Cdditional information for this account was 
supplied by Frea Bennett and by Harry 
Bennett) 


EINARSON, EINAR AND EDNA, 

Einar Binarson and Edna. Hyvonen were 
‘married in Red Deer, Einar was burt In an aCe 
‘ent shortly after. This Rappened at the CPR 
rossing near Syivan Lake Creamery while hal 
Ing wheat for Free Grimson, with 8 sleigh, and 
four horse out the pote dropped and upset the 
Tead on him. They did't expect to fin him alive, 
but he was, and Ne was taken to Red Dee 
hospital 

“The frst home was tn the Burnt Lake dis 
tect, Sout 4g of 3.38.2. 

“Their first chlld was Walter who was born in 
Red Deer, 

‘When Einar bought the farm, wheat was $2.00 
a bushel. He broke some land nd when he sold 

Is frst crop of wheat It was iB) 4 bushel 














They farmed im this area unt May, 1996, 
when they moved to Oras, SW. 143855. They 
lived ina small house with Bon Kestila and later 
bought his farm, Einar logged and sawed the 
umber for heir new house: Pine shingles were 
sed for the roof. Jack MeCarrel and’ Harold 
Anderson bull! the house. 

During that time they farmed with horses, 
‘even had a horse baler. They bought a Model A 
Ford, which they enjoyed, also. using it oc 
fasionally to haul groceries” for the. George 
Meston store trom Rocky. At s time they got 
{heir first battery radio and really enjoyed 
listening to the ehurch services, 

Wid fruit was plentiful — raspberries, 
buckleberries, cranberries and high bush 
cranbervies, which were ploked by mllk Buckets 
fll Zor the einter's and fam, 

alter dldn’t have many playmates, just Her. 
by and Bunny, so he was happy to have a ite 
sister, LaVong arrive. She was born at Rocky 
Mountain House, 

Jn March, 1840, Mr. Hyvonen went to Finland 
to fightin the Finnish Rassian war, so hey went 
‘ack fo Benalto 10 Iele dad's farm 

“They rented the form at Oras to the Anta 
Bros, Later they sold It 10 De. Greenaway and 
purchased the Wayne Pitkanen quarter, SE 1 
B.S, just west of Hyvonen's 

1m 1947 John and Miriam Tyvonen came and 
lived on the souta haf of that quarter. The lane 10 
the farm drifted very badly every’ winter, 20 
Mrs. Hyvonen and the Einarson's moved to Mr 
Hyvonen’s other quarter, N.W. 6392.05, They 
moved 4 house fom Sylvan Lake. Fred Grin 
Son, Walter and Howard Johnson, Ray Niemala 
Band Matt Sytea helped move the house. ‘They 
Used two tractors and slejghs later Nick Raho 
Ferpodelied the inside. 

‘Most years you could expect ail, but there 
‘was always enaugh feed for the tock. We had 8 
Threshing machine and stook loader 89 we had 
Tots of straw 

We used a freezer locker in Eckville for meat 
‘This saved alot of work canning 

Tt was an exelting day in 3847 when they got 
‘Calgary power. A. Hubtala did the wine 
Einar worked at the Peuhold Air Base to 
summers, one summer at Sylvan Lake and five 
years at Allas Camp 15 (near Nondegg). That Is 
Where he beeame i. nd so in 1055, he sold the 
farm at Benalto to Jim Davi, 

‘We bought 2 nouse in Innlsfall from William 
Gives at 151250 Avenue, From there Einar drove 
to work at FB. Penola tl he retired In 973, 
He also helped in the Inisfail Tip Top Bakery 

Einar and Edna moved tothe tora of Rocky 
‘Mountain House in 191d next to the Nazarene 
churen. They" could weak to church now 

“Tney nov live at Westbourne Place, Calgary 
Walter ‘and LaVona went to the Benalto Shoo) 
Walter later marvied Gail Morton in Vanderhoot, 
B.C. where ‘hey now reside on” an acreage: 























Walter operates a tree farm, They have tro 
sons, Steven and Robert, 

‘TaVona finished high schoo! in Innisfail and 
later worked at the. Treasury ‘Branch. She 
married Ray Newsham. ‘They farmed i this 
‘area tnt 1972, when they moved to. Calgary 
‘where Ray ts employed with the Provincial 
‘Government. They have three children, Loretta 
Shellay and Kelth 


ASHORT RESUME OF MY LIFE IN BENALTO 
9441865 — by W. Earle Farris 

T came to Bemalto in te fall of 1944 a the 
principal of the Benalto School. ma Sterling 
teas ite second teaeher, teaching the grades One 
fo'six, and T had the grades seven (0 ten i: 
tlusive. Thad been transferred fram tte Dickson 
Schoo! to Benalio and'T stayed In the hott for 
Several months Before moving Into the od store 
presently resided in by Mr. and Mrs, Max Simp. 
Eon, While in that bullding I recall doing the 
ooking and feeding the Nelise threshing crew 
fn the fall of 3915. The following year { moved 
{nto the house behind the lumber yard wich nad 
been the former residence of Elmer Opp and 
family. One of my early memories ofthe house 
‘vas te complete overrunning of mice nthe pan- 
tty. I took weeks fo get ridof them. Bert Cole 
‘came to Benalto fo work in the Midland Pacific 
{sed ml and he boarded with me. 

Bert was one of the star pitchers of the 
‘Benaito Baseball team, At hat tlme we were in’ 
league with Nordegg, Rocky Mountain House, 
exile, Bentley, Red Deer, clive and Ponoka 
‘What a time each team had toe to Nordea int 
fuck rif rained, and otten dl Most games in 
Nordea were alivays double headers so travel: 
Ing there was cut in halt 

rom the Elmer Opp house 1 moved to Sivert 
Lens" house opposite. the Midland Pacific 
slevator. Tt had’ been a granary; apparently. 
‘whlen the Lions had moved to the property ad 
Bed fixed up fora home. Bob Sharkey and Vester 
Niem's brother boarded with me while they 
‘worked atthe Midland Pacifc 

Because the house was small, Matt Sutela, 
who was the nandy-man for the Rocky Mountalt 
Schoo! Division, bult on a nice-sized kitchen 
‘The house was moved back on the property and 
pul on a foundalan after Twas married. 

‘On July. 6, 1852, T married Jane! Margaret 
Stanitorti; What a day it was —raln, rains rain 
‘and of course we were without power for three 
Gays betore the wedding. With no gravel on the 
Toailg, many cars had tobe pulled in and out ot 
the Sianiforih farm, where the reception was 
held, My falthful best’man, ‘Arnold Anderson, 
Saw to that Jan and 1 got in and out safely 

‘On July 2, 1954, during the first day of the 
Benalto Stampede, our first son, Wiliam, Was 
bora and oa Raster Saturday, April 0 our se: 
tnd son, George, was born. The roads were 
‘Hooded, so It was a long trek over to Rekville 10 
fee my wite and George 


























piece ert ces 


‘The Benalto school began to grow substantia: 
ly and it was not long before two new rooms and 
{full basement were built oto the ald school. A 
{ith room was opened in the basement room 
Shorty after the new part was opened. 

Duitng the time 1 lived in Benalto T played 
ball tor the Henalto Hall lub, became secre 
treasurer of the Benalte Booster Club, secretary. 
{teasurer ofthe Curling Cub, became a charter 
‘ember of the Benalto Elks, for which Iwas the 
Sterelary. A very active square dance club was 
organized for the community and after a Winter 
ff instruction from the Sylvan Lake Club T did 
the Instructing of new dances. T helped the 
Eckrilie square dance club organize the follow 
Ing year 

interest fo all residents of Benalto and 
vile Would be the finding of part of shoe 
along the rightot way of the CP. just north of 
FBenalto, The sole and part of the upper sides 
‘were of metal construction, withthe Uppers of 
Teather. Some of the leather was stil attache. 
‘Apparently this was a common footwear of th 
onstruction gang who worked in the building of 
the rallway. Tis sill In my’ possession, and is 
‘much prized because of lis history 

‘As a member of the Presbyterian Church I 
played am active fole in organizing the church 
‘booth at the Annual Benalto Fair and Stampede 
Twas a member of the Board of Managers as 
Wel as being a member of the session 

In the fall of 1962 the senior grades of the 
school were moved to Sylvan Lake and went to 
Spruceview to teach for one year. tn the spring of 
1863 ill Hiensen and. motorea to Vancouver 
Island, The result was that received a teaching 
position with the Cowichan School Disteet. 5 
‘Rugust, 1963 our household effects rere loaded 
fnto-a van and we left Benalto with very fond 
‘memories ofthe years spent there. Our present 
residence s In Mill Bay, B.C. on Vancouver 
Island 














FOSTER, ALFRED J.--by Thelma de Balinhard 
‘Mv fre isband, Alfred J. Foster ang T grew 
up in Edmonton but we came fo Benalto from 
Siskatoon ‘where he had. been ‘managing the 
branch of the Great West Sadgiery for three 
HIS parents, Mr. and Mrs, James D. Foster 
came to Edmonton before 190) and his mother 
‘ro is 85 years old fs sil very much alert and 
ng in er oven home in Eamonton 
MY parents, Lambert 8. end Dorothy Gritith 
ame Red Deer from England in 1808 and were 
Imarvied there. My sitter Marjorie and'I were 
She in Re Deer ut after the ist World War we 
Setled In Edmonton 
My children are: Joyce arilya, bora in 
Saskatoon and now living in Bmonton. James 
Lambert, born in Edmonton and now living in 
Rea Dee Jim was elected MLA for Red Dect In 
W7L. He was appolnted Mister of Advanced 
Education for tour years and is now Attorney 
General for the Provinee of Alberta. Dorothy 
‘abet, borm in Red Deer and is married to 
mothy C. Lawrence an sil lives in Red Deer 














MALL, MAX 

IME” Max Hall was bora fn Ontario and came 
west fo Estevan, Saskatenewan as a young man 
to work for his brother, He met Grace Rolut who 
had also come from Ontario to work for her 
Cousin, They Were married In Arcola. 
Saskatchewan in 1H1. They came to homestead 
at Loverna, Saskatehewan in 1013, 

‘They ‘had good crops there untll the late 
1900's. Then It began to get ary, they were com: 
pletely nalled out in 396 and had no erops for 
Five years. They decided i was time to leave, so 
In 13) they loaded their belongings on the train 
Sn moved (0 the Eekvile district where they 
Fented Floyd Weeks farm one mile north of town 


It was tough going that year but they milked 
cows and sold eggs. Mrs, Hall also did baking 
‘and sold It tothe fown people on Saturday mor 
slags 

‘In 1835 they moved tothe Evartsdistrit and 
resided there tll Mr- Hall passed away in 14 
‘Ms. Hall ved in Benalto and at Joh Watson's 
for many years. She passed away in 1973. They 
fare buried in Benalto cemetery 

‘Mr and Mes, Hall ad three daughters. Mrs 
Madeline (Murre) Steele who lived at Benalto 
and had a gas station ond trucking business for 
0 years. Tey sold it and moved fo Edmonton 
They have three sons all married. Howard ai 
Rimbes, has thee sons "and one daughter 
Walter in the Palippines, has one daughter and 
tne son. Ray’ in Rdmonton has son and 
Adeughter. Ms. Maxine (Albert) MePaaden lives 
Im Prince Rupert, 8.C. Her husband works for 
the C.N.R. They have one son and one daughter 
re, Thelma (Eenie) Barlund, lives at Eexvile 
ona farm and they have Zour sons. and one 
Saugnter, 


‘THE HIETALA FAMILY — by Marie Hictala 

‘Alexander Hletala was born im inland on 
‘September If, 182, He eame tothe United States 
asia young man and worked inthe copper mines 
in Bute, Montana, There he met Venla Mer, 
eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Miler. 
Venia was born on February 28,1887 in Vadso, 
Norway. She came tothe United States with ner 
paren in 191, Alex and Venta were married in 
Bute in 190, where they made thelr home for 
Several years. Their oly chil, David, was born 
February 12,1904 in Butte 

Tn 1805 Alex moved his family to New Port, 
‘Oregon, wiere head bought a small acreage of 
‘whien they ralsed frut and eattle. The lav there 
Fequired that you buy hal high land and hal! low 
land. Alex also worked! in the logsing business 
hauling logs with team and wagon, When Re 
Sometimes fok Dave with him on these tips, he 
hhad to te Dave onto the top of the load because 
the ns were very steep, Dave always looked 
forward to these trips with hs father. 

Beaver Creek ran through the acreage and 
Dave and two of the nelghbor boys Used to have 
fun running and jumping acrose it, One time tw 
of the older neighbor boys held on t0 both of 
Dave's hands and dropped him into the ereek, 
Walch Dave thought was 2 very dirty tlek %0 
lay on him, 

“in 1910 Alex moved to Benalto, Alberta and 
‘bought 0 eres of aac Luoma's hin, this being 
NE12303.W5, This was ie next quatter east of 
hls brother Frank, who had come aut few Years 
earlier. Alex's sisier and brother-inlaw, Mi. and 
Ire, Glat Johnson, arrived a few years later and 
bought the other 60 acres of the same quarter, 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Luoma 

‘Venla and ner son, David, earac to Rea Deer, 
alberia by train where they were mel bY Mi 
Caries Kasper. ‘They drove with horse and 





























buggy tothe home of Frank letala, where they 
Fealded unl thelr house was ready 

‘Alex ald his est farming with te oxen, For 
the ira three winters he returned to Butie to 
‘work in the copper mines while Venta abd Dave 
Stayed nome on the farm, When the CPR. line 
‘was bull east of the home place Mrs Hietala 
‘would sell exes and butler to the railroad 
workers. About 1916 Alex bought @ quarter of 
and easi of the nome place, NW 7-39.25, once 
downed by Max Ernest Bittner. At tis Time the 
arming was all dane with horses 

‘Dave took Grades 1 through # in the Melita 
Sehool, Hs teachers were Mr. J. M. MeDonala, 
ftom the Eckville District and Miss Bertheason, 
of the Marianne Disriet, Dave and his cousin, 
‘Walter Johnson, took thelr Grade 9 In ed Deer 
Dave belonged fo an athlete club, and took pari 
{mn boxing and baseball. The nelghbor boys used 
fo hold boxing matches In the Young People’s 
Hall 

‘Dave started helping hs father withthe farm 
work af an early age, root pleking and clearing 
‘There was a big slough onthe east quarter where 
Dave caught muskrats and sold enough skins to 
‘buy ists bleyele. His father drove him fo eed 
Deer by horse and buggy where Dave bought his 

ike for S10 and proudly rode it home. 






























































‘Alex lked to shoot prairie chickens, but on ac. 
‘count ofhis falling health he had towear a big fur 
oat, Most of the time the eklckens saw him 
before he saw them! He passed away atthe age 
(01 33 Years on December 10,1995. He was buried 
‘nthe Kuusamo Cemetery. Dave and his mother 
continued fo run the farm, and in May, 129 they 
Dullt'a new sevenoon, one-and-#falt storey 














house. ‘the lumber was ordered from British 
Columbia. ‘The vost involved was 
‘Total Lumber $22.09 
Cement 1500 
Bricks 253) 
Plaster 108.00, 
Finish 500 
Hardware 5 
Paint 0000, 
Flooring 2330 
Total sit6785 
bor: 
A Kopsala $105.5 
Bick Kopsala a0 
W. Thorkman 30 
Sandguist 25 
Sambrook 1135 
Hogluna 00 
Ignattus ry 
Total 386635 
siTs7 95, 
658.35, 
‘Total sun 
(complete house) 
500 


(new furniture bought in Edmonton) 
8. 


‘A Kopsala and his son Diek were the head 
carpenters. ‘The house was plastered by Diek 
Sembrook and painted by ME. Hoglund and his 
son Walter. Dave and W. Thorkman lated the 
inside of the house, 

David married Marle Jansson, youngest 
Gaughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Jansson, on 
‘Maren 31, 1a Marte was born July 11914 and 
grew up in the Gilby alstrlet. Dave and Marie 
{nade thelr nome on the farm with his mother. In 
{kt Dave bought hs rst tractor, a John Deere, 
having steet wheels with lugs, from Jack Sunell 
ot Sylvan Lake. The horse-farming was fading 
but fast. In 1888 Dave Bought a quarter of land 
from Von Holtur of Eekile, NE 7-982-W5, On 
December 10, 145 he bought a quarter from the 
estate of the late Matt ‘Talson through Henry 
Talson, the administrator, The 152 acres, SET 
S825, so10 for $5000. Since the CNR. ran 
‘through this quarter, Dave Kept the 6 acres ad 
joining his quarter’ on the forth side of the 
Fallroad and sold the remalning #2 acres on the 
South side of ine railroad to Ray Niemela. Dave 
now owned 445 acres of land 

"The Young People's Hal, owned by the Loyal 
Finns of Canada, tas situaied a half lle north 
of the farm. Chureh, dances and plenles were 
hetd there: Every June 2-2 midsummer plenie 
Was held. Both young and old enjoyed par 
Ueipating. A cleaning bee was held the ‘ay 
before to clean the windows, floors, benches and 
fhe yards outside. The one acre tht the hallo 
‘cupled was sold to Paul Eekes of Bek in 195, 
He burned the hall down and bult his new home 
there 

Th 1988 Venla Bietala bought herself a to. 








edrvom nouse in Benalto trom Walter Koures 
for $500. She made her home there intl her 
passing on August 18, IS7. Venta was buried in 
The Kuusamo Cemetery 

‘in 109 Calgary Pomer was avallable to the 
‘Benaito farmers at the rate of $o49 per farmer. 
‘The Introduction of power was the first step In 
the series of events leading toward the era of 
mmodera conveniences, 

1 1850, Dave and Marie folned the Benalto 
curling Club where tey made many acqualn 
lances and enjoyed many ‘Years of curing. Th 
1851 Dave bowen his first combine, @ No_ 2 
Dassey Harris, from Chester Kasha for $308, 
‘Buin 9 the wvorille road past the farm to No. 
iPhlghway was graveled. The three neighbors, 
Niemela, Hletala, and Johnson each pald. an 
qual. share of the cost. alfred Haafsiad of 
[Bentey was counsellor for the Lacombe distriet 
ats time. 

In June, 1956, Dave became a charter 
‘member of the Benalto Elks Lodge No, 408. tn 
1Mih he was the Exalted Ruler for the Benal(o 
Elis, On Oclober 2, 1971 he was given a life 
snembership in the Benalle Elks Lodge, Marie 
‘became a charter member of he Roval Purple ot 
Benalto Lodge No, 338 

‘On Mareh 1,195 Dave and Marie celebrated 
thelr 2b wedding anniversary atthe frm. The 
pen house was enjoyed by children, neighbors, 
‘Batives and friends 

Because of falling health, io 1967 Dave rented 
part of his land, and then raised only hay to feed 
Bis cattle on the remaining land until 1973, when 
he sold the farm to George Burkholder and 
‘moved to a nev home in the West Park area of 
Hed Deer. On June 7, 1876 Dave passed away, 
and is buried la the Kuusamo Cemetery 











In 1970 Dave and Marie had accompanied 
their daughter and sor-irlaw, Mae and. Nell 
MacDonald, on a trip to. New Port, Oregon, 
USA, to visit the home Dave had left 60 years 
‘age, The house was fill standing and the trees 
‘vere laden with frut, ‘Tele neighbor's house 
‘Was sill belng lived In, bt by a new owner. 

Dave and Marie rased four ehldren: Harry 
inwin, born August 71, 1997; Mae Trene, born 
May 40, 182; Albert Alexander, born ApH! 18, 
489 and Ruth Marie, born March 5, 1851 

Harry was born August 77, 1997 in the Red 
Deer General Hospital, He was an active and 
‘misenlevous child who loved animals. e to Mis 
‘education in Benalto with Mes. Alma Sterna as 
his test"teacher and then Bar! Farris, later 
attending high school in Feckvile. In 1990 Harry 
folned the Benalto dit Beet Club’ with Clyde 
Stauffer as club leader, Harry received atrophy 
for the best kept record in 184 and a trophy for 
‘most efficiency in 1855, he also belonged to the 
{rain club for a year under the leadership of Ray 
iemela, Harry started to curl with the Benalla, 
High Setoo! and later Joined the Benalto Curling 
CC He became a member of the Benalto Elks 
edge No. 404 in 1960, On September 8, 1985, 
Harry and Robert MeBrige won fest prize bn 
canoe race. They finished a 3osnlle ron in 0 
fours, 38 minutes and 42 seconds. 

Harry enjoyed helping his father with the 
farming, and was very handy with machinery 
He rented some land from Ea Meain for a few 
years and raised some registered grain. He also 
‘worked on oll rigs He was accidentally illed at 
Rocky Mountain House on August 22, 174, ands, 
buried in the Kuusamo Cemetery. 

‘Mae Trene was born May 0, 1982 at the 
Eekville hospital. She began her education In 
Benalto with Mrs. Alma Sterling as her teacher, 
In 1958 the Lacombe school zane was changed, 80 
Mae took Grades 9to In rexville, and Grade 12 
a1 Red Deet Composite High School She joined 
the sewing lub In 1956 with Ealth Niemela and 
‘Olga Stenvig as leaders. She also curled withthe 
Eekville High School and made many ‘rlends 
tyough thls’ sport. She studied education at 
Calgary University and taught her frst clas in 
Mirror, Alberta, In 1062 she married Neil 
Charles MacDonald, the eldest son of Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Donald MacDonald of Fort Saskatchewan, 
Nell served in an armed forces station In Cal 
gary and Mae coalinued teaching in Calgary 
fn January 1967 Nell and Mae moved to-Ger 
many, where they lived for four years, They 
have two daughters, Robyn Marie, born 
November 1%, 198 in Calgary, and Karen Mac, 
Born September 10, 1086 n Germany. Mae, Nell 
fd the girls arrived back in Alberta on July 34, 
MTD. Nell was statoned at an armed forces 
ton t Alsase Saskatchewan for three years. He 
‘was then transfered to Grand Centre, Alberta, 
‘where they are currently residing. They both 
enjoy curling, square. dancing and travelling 
Robyn's acive in igure skating, swimming and 












































gymnastics. Karen also enjoys sports and 
Steal giao 

Aibert Alexander was bora April 1 195. He 
began hs education n Benato with 3s. Aims 
Sterling as his teacher. Inthe summer months 
then te weather was good Albert roe a school 
Ui hs Bieyele, or his father would drive fim to 
School tn 1956 he began attending the Eekvile 
School, being picked up by school bus. He {ook 
Grades 3 through 10 In Behe, For ¢ year 
flpert drove the Benatlo High School bus to Teed 
Beer and drove taxis during the day there. In 
496i he enrolled at SATT In Calgary, where he 
{ok "two Years of training in Electrical 
‘Technology: He was sent to the Westinghosse 
Company in Haralton, Ontario. Hie didn tke it 
there, soe returned to Benalto and started with 
Calgary Power tn Aly He was later transferred 
fo fimistai Ov Apel 1, 968 Albert married 
Dorinda Marlene ihe only daughter of Sr. and 
Mrs, Ray Nlemela of Benalto. They made the 
Home in inistait until January 1900, when Albert 
Was transferred to Hughenden. 1 the spring ot 
1st3 ‘he was transferred fo. Rocky” Mountain 
House where they sil reside, Albert nd Doin 
as have two children. Donnie Marie was born 
Marni 97! and Trevor was bora on Tune 1 
i 

‘Ruth Marle was born on March 5, 1957 at 
hile, She tok her first 10 years of edcation 
in Eckvile and finished her high education at 
Lindsay ‘Thurber Comprehensive tin School in 
Fed Deer, Ruth continued her education at the 
ed Deer College, where she studled rab 
tion service. She won three academic 
Scholarships during the two-year program. She 
is presently employed at the Micnener Centre 
Grbup Homes in ed Deer 


FRANK AND EMMA HIETALA FAMILY — by 
Sean Hietala 

‘Frank Hietala was bora at Vitrat, Finland 
and grew up there, He served his four of army 
‘ties which Was compulsory In Finland when 
you wore 21 years of age. He then came 10 
America, Emma Herranen and Caroline Hietala 
‘Frank's sister) nad come to Montana, to Butte, 
8nd also spent some time in Calumet, Michigan. 
‘They worked at domestic sclences. When Frank 
‘came over he found work at Bute, Inthe copper 
‘mines. Frank Hletala and Erma tlerranen were 
‘married In 1883, and settied to live In Bute 
Eupheomia (Fem) ana Henry were bor in Butte 
{In 1900 they decided fo go back o Finland, wher’ 
Use stayed for only one year. They eame back 
Montana and father went to work again in the 
Same place where he had been working before he 
lettin 1903 Emma was born and mother was 
‘Kept busy with ner familly. Copper mines weren't 
the best places to work, and many’ miner lost 
his nealth while working in one 

‘In 190 father came fo see about land here in 
the Benalto.Bekville area, He was able to buy 
the NW12-583., whieh 'a party had trea but 









































had given up, but it was stil under homestead 

fats. It had a one-roomed cabin, a potato patch 
4nd-a few Lmprovements. They moved here 
Fanuary 15, 105 along with a number of otter 
{miles who settied here at that time, 

The cabin was very cold — the wind biew 
right through Tl so they papered it with ol 
fewspapors that they nad brought with them 
‘The ext summer they bullt a better house. Alec 
‘indie were born tothe family while we were on 
the homestead 


Twas not easy to start witha family in anew 
land. Father had to go back to work at the mines 
‘Butte for {wo more winters. It was bad for 
father’s health, and forthe last five years before 
he passed away in 106 he was aot able todo any 
‘work. Mother andthe children carried on the 
best they could, and now they are all grown Up, 
and time has gone by sp qulekly. Mother passed 
away In January of 167, 

Femmle was married to Leonard Kingsep in 
December, 1817. Emma Was married to fames 
Cunningham. 

















Sena has ae 





Vie is married to Wayne Pitkanen, of Sylvan 
Lake. Henry is married to Jean (Jennie) 
Hetiana 

















Henry and I have had seven children, four 
gris end ‘three boys. We have {ive children 
fran up, Else ie married to Laurance Robin 


an of Red Deer 
Mallya and Carolyn. 

Barbara is married fo Preston Parks of Red 
Deer They have four ehildren — Danella, Greg, 
{nd fwins, Kevin ana Karen 

‘lla i stil single 

Doroty is marsied to Gordon Fisher and they 
lve in Vancouver 

‘onaldis married to Shirley Raines, and they 
ve in Calgary 

‘Baby Violet passed away {n 1944 and Ea in 
1, 

Henry and J stl live on the same farm as 
Henry came to with hs parents over 72 years 
ago. He sil puts in a day's work on the farm. 


hele two daughters” are 


MILLMAN, JOHANN (JOR) MARIUS 

oe Hilian was born November 18, 1888 at 
ala, North Dakota, ls parents had emigrated 
ffom’Teeland. At the age of two, hs parents 
Sser and brofter came to Calgary ahd 10m 
here 8s ox cart fo the Markervile area, 





Joe aitended school at Hola and was con 
firmed in the Lutheran. Church. He was. 8 
‘ember of the Woodman ot he World Lodge and 
fe Independent Order of Good ‘Templers. 
Inerested in musie he was a member of the 
Original Markervlle Brase Band. 



































He married his childhood sweetheart, Gudrun 
Biomsson, in November 1812. Four ‘children 
were born to this unlon: Helgi Sigmar born July 
5, 4914; Johanna Gudrun born. December 
45; Larus Magnus bora Novernber 29,1917 and 
Anna Tnordis bor October 24, 1818.'All were 
fhristened by Rev. Peter Hjalmsson who had 
mmarsied thelr pareats. 

In May 1920 Gudrun passed away suddenly 
leaving the four small eflren, The baby 9785, 
alsed by her parental grandparents and the 
three eldest lived with their maternal grand 

rents unt they reached school age at which 
Hime they returned home t0 attend Happy Hil 
School. 

During the summer of 1877 while Joe was 
away bullding Toads a cyclone and hailstorm 
struck the area badly trightening the children. 
{Leaving tnetarm Joe moved to Benalfo where he 
operated avery barn He dia all the focal haul 
Ing with hisorses ailthe lumber and coal that 
‘came on the train was unloaded and delivered. in 
es ne bought am aere of land and bull a small 
cabin’ supplementing ‘his Income by” doing 
Sarpenter work and palating. During the 
Stampede there were many exira jobs. The 
children now attended Melita School. 


In 1029 Joe took aver the operation of the 
CCockstuit Plow “Agency and obtained milk 
oute, In 820 he (ook over the R.R 3 mall route 
fom Eekville and also the operation of the Bh 
Ot ayeney in Benalfo, Joe allt a skating rink in 
‘Benaito flooding it seth water Nauled in 45 gallon 
drums on a stoneboat. Lighting Wwas by Coleman 
Tanteras strung on wires. Later a Delco ws fn 
Stalled for electric lights and for pumping water 
to'flood the fee. With the help of Mr. Simpsom 
&and Me. Hastle plans were drawn up andthe frst 
‘hrling ink wat but by volunteer carpenters in 
forested in curling. ‘Thus the "Booster Club 

briginated in Benao 


During the 10's the children completed thelr 
schooling and worked at various fobs. 

‘Johanna married and moved to Carstairs, 
Soon doe had a grandson to enjoy. Larus joined 

snd went Overseas With the 15th Field Regiment 
During the war Joe and Helel worked on various 
fried forces bullding projects, 

In 1846-47 Joe bullt a home for Johanna atthe 
West Coast and decided he liked the climate 50 
heremained there. Helgl married and also lived 
at the West Coast 

Joe passed away suddenly on Novernber 10, 
196] and is buried at Haney, British Columbla 














HOLSWORTH, ME. AND MRS, WILLIAM, SR. 
why Mrs. WA. Holsworth 

Mand Ars, Holeworth (Will and Rosa) 
moved trom Red Cloud, Nebraska to the Evarts 
‘iste In 1878. They lft Nebraska because they 








had no hope of owning the high-priced land there. 
For 20 years they hed moved from rented farm 
fo rented farm. Joba Holsworth, who had 
Already setieg in the Evarts district wrote to 
them of the good land available for about $15 an 

They came by train to Red Deer with thelr 
family'of six: Mabel, 18 years old, Edna 16, 
David 14, Wiliam 13, Ethel If, and Clara elgat 
{years old. A nelghbour, Mts. Alice ‘Tennant, 
made the journey with them fo joln her tw0 sons, 
‘chard and Charlie, who had homesteaded Ih 
the Evarts and Diamond Valley districts. The 
Tage wicker lunch basket held enough food for 
the nine traveller for at least four days. 

For wo years Mr. Holeworth ented land 
trom Douglas Walker before purchasing 2 halt 
Section of raw land, N 2038: WS, fom Parks 
4nd Cerscallen, real estate agents in Red Deer 
‘N'waiking pls and four head of horses were 
Used to break the land 

"The next spring the Chinese restaurant was 
moved from Bvaris for a house. It took elght 
{eams of horses to pull t on slelghs ots present 
Tocation onthe east quarter. A year later an aaa 
lon was constructed, ustag lumber from the 
Evarts Creamery, which Mr. Holsworth 
purchased and tore down, 

Ta the 192s Mr. Holsworth purchased the SE 
128-48.2'W5, school Land whieh Was sold by ation 
ft Eckville and also the NE 20363.¥5, Which 
Wwas the Charile Tohnson homestead, ‘This 
Homestead land was fenced and had 30 acres 
broken and sown fo hay. This quarter was very 
Wel, and Bl trapped muskrats to earn money 
‘The olher quarter iad been open pasture, ad 
had been frequently burned over so there were 
nolarge trees on it Eight head of horses pulling 
4 Van sive breaking plow were used to break 
the lana. 

“Life was not all hard work Inthe winter, rab 
bit hunts were organized, and these Were 4 real 
Socjal event. Everyone gathered at one home, 
fnd seile the men were hunting the wore 
prepared a bountiful meal. The men arrived 
Back, onetime, with a wagor-box load of rabots, 
and with good appetites. Target shoots for both 
men and women tere fun at these hunts, In he 
Summer, there were many outings to Sylvan 
Lake fr ishing or for picking wild raspberries, 
‘and always a pleno. 

‘Mr. Holsworth took an active interest in com: 
‘munity affars. For many years he served onthe 
ounelt ofthe Municipal District of Golden West 
Hewas a founding member of ihe ‘Benalto 
‘Agricultural Socety, 2 director for years, and 
‘as the president in i990. He was a member of 
the Evarts Seiool Board fm 1927101800, Mr, 
and Mrs.” Holsworth. faithfully attended the 
‘Evarts Presbyterian Chureh, and afte 128 they 
ltfended the Henalfo Baptist Cauren, He was a 
‘deacon in the Baptist Church, 

‘Mr. and Airs. Holsorth retired from tarm 
sng in 190, and built « house on an acreage east 














of Benalto, Mr. Holsworth dled on July 16,1945 at 
the age of 7 years, Then Mrs. Holsworth moved 
Ino Benalto to the ouse whlch she bought 
Across the corner from the Baptist Chureh. ere 
She resided until shorty before her death on 
November 17,1958 at the age of 84 years, 

"The oldest daughter, Mabel, married Charles 
Tennant on Tune 25, 1918 and moved to his 
homestead in the Diamond Valley district They 
had two ehldren, Harald and Alice (Mrs. Aagie 
Berdahi,Harola. died. in North. Attica, and 
Mabel, Charlie and Alice are butled In the Dis: 
mond Valley cemetery 

The second daughter, Edna, marsied Edwin 
Mannerfelat on December 6 1830, and they lived 
fn hls farm in the Evartsdlatret. After £0 died 
‘Bona retired in Sylvan Lake. Thelr daughter, 
Dorothy (Ms. Harry Periche) lives on the farm 

‘On June 23, 3925 Ethel married Wilam Or 
miston’ MeKes, and moved to. Condor where 
‘Orme was the elevator agent. After afew Years 
they moved to Orme’s farm north of Benalte 
‘Tney hed two children, Ronald and Margaret 
(Orme s deceased, and Ethel has retired ih Vie. 
teria, BL: 

‘The youngest daughter, Clara, marzied 
BBimer Mle on June Ii, 1938 They resided on 
the McKee arm fr a few years beore moving !2 
the NE: 3:582,W5, oppostie the Kuisamo sekoal, 
‘They had two daughters, Doris and Jean, Wher 
they’ retired they moved to Red Deer 

‘William A. Holsworth married Laura Norton 
on July 38, 190, and remained on the home farm 
for five years. (Their history appears 
separately.) 

Davia Holeworth married Elsie McKee on 
December 5, 1990. t fist they’ lived on Davies 
farm, and later moved across the toad to the 
Willa Holsworth farm. Next they moved to 
Selmen Arm, B.C. They had five children 
Howard (deceased), Evelyn Este, Marilyn, and 
Davia. All of them lve in British Columbia 























HOLSWORTH, MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM A. 
(BILL AND LAURA) ~ by Laura Moleworth 

We were married on July 18, 1900 in a 
ceremony performed in the garden ofthe Norton 
tome by Reverend Stevens, the Presbsterian 
mnniser. I had been texehing for tree years, 
ne at Happy Hil, and two at Kuusamo. Bill had 
‘tea farming with his father, and he continued 
nis own forthe frst five years of our married 
Me 

“The depression was a discouraging time, I 
sold eggs at the O.C. Hansen store in Bena for 
Sea dozen. After they had been government 
radod, Mr. Hansen asked fora few cents back 
she had overpald me. Making butter to sell at 
ihe store for seven cents a pound Was an Un 
Profitable venture. We bough! an incubator, and 
ter hatening, raising and. dressing’ the 
fhlckens, we received 29° aplece for them. Bil 
‘ought two weaner pigs from Orrin Wyle for 85 
After ey were fed to market weight they sold 
{or $8, Grain was not worth much, eight t0 10 
fants for barley and oats, and wheat 15 10 20 

'We decided to stp farming, and held an auc: 
in stein the fal of 1985. Ths was the last sale 
Which Mr. Frank Jenkins held. Mr. Clyde 
Stautfer, wno was a neweomer Inthe Bvarts ds. 
ine, was introduced by Ms. Jenkins, and he sold 
some of ne tems = 

for the nex! three years we kept a general 
store In Tees, This was'a bad move for us. Bus: 
"ess was poor asthe depression was sion. Peo. 
Ble managed with very few groceries. 1 188 we 
Eadly came beck to Henao to farm again, This 
time we lived close to the Benalto Schoo, whch 
Was an advantage to our four children, 
Rosemary, Elizabeth, Willam and Joan, 

Tn 1840 T started teaching agaln, frst at 
vats, then at Kuusame, and finaly tn Benalto 
‘nil retired in 19. Bl retin from farming 
‘nt, but we have continued ving on our farm: 

ur eldest daughter, Rosemary, taught in Ed. 
‘monton, and Isat present a musie consultant for 
{he Edmonton School Board 

Ellzabeth married Le Rae (Hap) Nielsen 
‘hay ve near Benalto with thei five children — 
Arius, Ann, Euzabeth, Mary and Christine, 

William married Carol Willams in Perth, 
Australia, At present they live in Bendlge, Vic: 
fora, Austratfa with their four ebildren, Mark, 
Tan, Trevor and Cynthia, 

‘oan married Stanley Mannerfolat, th eldest 
sepot Gurtav Mannerteld he Centervle 
‘ret, They now llve in Mill Woods, Edmonton, 
dnd have inree children, Rosemary, William and 
Mariya, 





‘THE HUNTALA FAMILY 

Belng of an adventutous nature and hearing 
of opportunities Inthe New World, Abram 
Huhtala Jet his home in sikajok inthe County 
Gf Oulu, Finland before the turn of the century 
He fllowed the example of many Seandinavian 


Immigrants, arriving inthe state of Minnesota, 
USA, and'tnding work In the mines in Ely 

Twas here he met and married Helka Mary 
Salo, who ad followed her sister lma and 
brother Matt from Kaustinen, County of Vaasa, 
Finland, and arrived In Duluth, Minnesota, She 
later found emplosment n'a boardinghouse tn 
Ely. Following’ theit marriage in 1900, they 
moved to the mines’ In Rock Springs and 
Dlamondvite, Wyoming, U.S.A. Their fst son, 
Frans Wiliam, was borm here ov January ®, 1912 
Jn Mareh of that year, leaving his wite and son 
behind Mr. Huhtala and his frend, John Lassa, 
flecided to find a mew home’ In Canada 
Homesteads were available by improving the 
land, and ivingon it for three years, Ager arly 
Ing by train to Red Deer, they made thelr way 
West, and chose adjoining quarters on 3638. 
W5; Mr Huntala choosing the southwest quarter 
and Joba Lassila the southeast quarter 

Assisting one another, each erected a small 
Jog cabin on hs quarter. Abram soon sent word 
tos wife to dlspose of furnishings in Wyoming, 
‘and set about clearing a plot large enough 16 
{row potatoes the tir year. With the help of 2 
lose friend, Andrew Jarvin, who acted as auc 
tloneer, tr. Huktala sold thelr furniture and 
{ook the trata to her new home in Canada, She 
‘was accompanied by Teac Luoma, who Was also 
‘Coming to homestead here. Meter and son of six 
months arrived In Red Deer on June 25, 1902, 
Having palda fare of one ceat per mile to travel 
on the ralroad. Mr. Huktala, who had no means 
Sf travel except walking, red Mr, Abram 
Holoppa with his wagon ad team of horses 19 
‘meet them in fed Deer. Thetr first purchase 
Besides groceries was a door fr their home, and 
flour sacks to serve as covers for the cabin win 
dows. They ad to have something to keep out 
‘he hordes of mosquitoes! 

Mrs, Hubtala, naving heard stories about 
hostle Indians inner new country, was abit ap 
Drenensive about meeting them. Tier fears were 
Somewhat overcome on leaving Red. Deer. 
Following’ a Wail through the trees, they came 
Upon fale tree blocking thelr way. ust ten 
fn Indian, carrying an axe, came along and 
dbligingly’ cut and removed the tree. She 
Seclared later that she had always remembered 
her frst encounter with an indian with gratitude, 

“Travel through the forests and muskegs was 
sow, so the frst night was spent atthe heme of 
‘Alex Pasma, a small house located two miles 
‘west of Snake (Sylvan) Lake. 

‘As with most ploneers, Mrs, Hubtala worked 
side by side with her husband, grubbing the pop- 
Jars and wilows, doing her baking ang washing 
at night while ner husband wove ash net to 
eaten fish trom the Medicine fiver, tanned 
hides, and made shoes. The fs, along wth rab 
bits and upland game birds, were the source of 
thee meat supply During the first summer, they 
purchased a milk cow froma farmer inthe Burnt 
Eake istrict, and a kind neighbor, Jack 











‘Warwick, presented them with a hen and seven, 
Chicks. The weather was ralny and hun. Mos 
fulloes were very numerous, making clearing 
ind very frying task With the coming. of 
‘inter, ft was necessary for ME, Hubtalato leave 
his family once more, to work In the mines in 
rani, Alberta, He was there atthe ime ofthe 
slide, but was ina neighboring town at the time. 
‘News of the tragedy reached the people at home, 
land many anxious days passed before hey found 
fut who had survived. Th the meantime, Mrs 
Hublaia took charge of Ier'son, cow and 
tchlekens at home, Indians offen passed by, and 
fever having quite overcome her fear of them, 
She would fake her baby end hide inthe trees un 
fl they were gone. she had several Pinalsh 
nelghbors, Mr. and Mrs. Salamonson and Mr 
land Mes, Isaac Johnson and family, ‘Thelt {re 
quent visits were of great comfort to Mrs, 
Huntan, 

Household facilities were crude, The wash 
tubs were made by sawing a wooden Darrel In 
{io, Tt was necessary to.carry water from 2 
Slough a quarter of a mile away, until a well was 
‘ug the following vear. Tals was accomplished 
by'inem both he Worklag inthe well, walle Mrs. 
Huhtala, several months pregnant at the time, 
‘inched’ up the pals of clay and rock 

‘With the money earned in the mines, they 
swore able fo buy @ yoke of oxen, hand breaking 
plow and other implements. ‘fore land was 
Eleared ~ enough to grow oats for feed for the 
livestock, Otten Mrs, Huhtala drove the team of, 
xen onthe breaking. While dscing one day, the 
oxen were stung by heel fies, causing a 
Punaway. A tragedy was averted when the oxen 
fended up in the bush, one on each side of a pole 
poplar tne, By his ime Mrs. fubtalas foot hd 
Rippea between the dises under the axe 

‘Neighbors took turns driving to Red Deer, 25 
miles fo the east, bringing back supplies. Driving 
{Team of horses, was necessary fo leave home 
{ie am inorder to retura by 30:00 pm, Dur. 
Ing frosty winter nights the anxious faralles at 
Home could ear the sereech of the sleigh 
Tunners for miles as the men returned. Sounds 
fearried far on stil nights. Mr. Lassa, thelr 
‘losest neighbor, was a talented vilinist. Often, 
‘while walling fo visit the Halas, Re sould 
play his violin the three quarters of & mile, and 
Fis msc could be heard fr the entre distance 

‘Earning money inthe mines during. the 
winter, ané clearing more land made it possible 
To acqitre horses and machinery” Each member 
the family who was big enough to help di his 
fr her share. Life became a bit easier with the 
festablisnment ofthe village of Evarts only four 
falles to the south, eliminating the long trips to 
Red Deer, Potatoes and eggs were exchanged for 
sroceries. 

‘The Huntala home was a convenient stopping 
place for people from north and west, ging and 
Coming from Barts, and many were the Visits 
ver the ever-present cup of cafee. Mall pleked 











up atthe Evarts Post Otfice was brought in from 
Hed Deer, 

‘Enough land had been cleared to grow oats 
whieh were sold as horse feed 10 the CPR. 
Dullders, whieh came through in 1912 Wheat was 
(ground fate flour in the mils Im Lacombe. Tae 
Flghlign of the year was the threshing season, 
wth the huge steam engine operating the graia 
Separator. Grain bundles Wed ‘been stacked 
aril to keep dry unt the machine arrived, 
ttle after a sowiall 

Having cleared most of the original 
homestead, became necessary fo expand. Mr. 
Jack Robinson sold. them the adjoining 
itorthwvest quarter and later they purchased the 
W323: 5 from Jobe Kos 

"The Mellta Schoo! District was founded in 
1908. The school was bul later tne same Year by 
Mr. Matcnet, Mr. Jack Warwick having hauled 
the lumber from fed Deer. This gave the fae 
{school within one and’ ope-halt miles. ME. 
funtala served as trustecon the schoo! Board for 
several years. 

in 191, Jack Simpson bullt a store and pest 
cottce beside the C.P. rallroad. Tt was here that 
the hamlet of Benalto was developed. Now the 
‘mal and groceries were within one and one-all 
imlles ~ afar ry from the 2 mlles te Fed Dee. 

‘Mr: Huhtala took @ Keen Interest in the com: 
‘muilty. He was one of the founding members ot 
the Alberta Wheat Poo! and ater of ie Eckl 
Coop Store, bothof whichhe was a member unt 
his death ia 27, af the age of 60 Years 

‘irs Huhtala continued farming with te help 
cof her family. Later, ste married Charles 
Raunlo of Rocky Mountain House, and together 
they’ ved on the farm unl retiring In 193, a 
‘whien time they sold it to Evald and Sylvia Lar 
on, They bought a tome ip Eekvile where they 
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lived until 1968. In 1967 they moved to the Senlor 
Giizens" Lodge in Sylvan ‘Lake. Mr. Raunlo 
passed away in February, 1871. Mrs, Reaunio 
fnoved fo live with her daughier, Olga fiarvilow, 
In yivan Lake, She was the last of the original 
plogeers of the Benalto area, 

Mt and Mrs. Huhtala had a familly of seven 
could, two of whom dled a avery early age — 
Dverd at 1d months and Arthur at two and one 
fal years, William married Lilian Aho, and 
fnoved to live in the Finnish Karellen seeior of 
‘he USS-R. in 180, He passed away in 1982 at 
fhe age off years, tie ls survived by his wife and 
tree daughters, Violet, Emly, and Allee 

‘Olga married George Ignatius. They farmed 
taree miles north of the Nome farm. They ad 
fo daughters, Halth and Hazel. Her husband 
passe ata in 195. Later, she married Andrew 
Fivitow, with whom ste retired to Syivan Lake 
st 

(iva married ingrid Delaney. They farmed in 
the Kuusamo District, and had two children, 
Cicin and Phyllis, In i962, he retired to Sylvan, 
Uae wre he passed ay n 97a the age of 








years. 
‘hil married Clarence Anderson. ‘Tey also 
farmea'in the Benalto area. They hada son, 
(Gary and a daughter, Delores, Clarence passed 
‘tray in November, 192, after Raving relied to 
Rocky Mountain House where AI stil resides, 

‘Arinur the Youngest of tne family, married 
‘Emma Mottus. Taey have one daughter, Lymn, 
fndnow reside n Edmonton, An elecrtelan bY 
trade, Arthur works in Port McMurray on the tar 
‘ands development. 


HYVONEN, JOHN 

Jona Hivonen was born in Finland and 
Iminigrated to the U.S.A. in 2688 his wife and 
‘laren Joined him there 

Aer Mrs. Hyvonen's death In 1901 Mtr. 
Hyvonen, with hs four sons, Matt, Andrew, John 
fod BI settled on land north of Benalto, the 
fame quarter where the Young People's Hall 
‘eed to be, This was SW.28-30.2-05, 

“John iyvonen remarried (this brie also was 
‘oom Finland). Soon after tis Mr. Hyvonen ook 

"wife and two youngest sons, John and 
Witlam, pack to the USA. 

in 8Ol his oldest son, mar, drove his one 
eam and wagon from Montana to hs das farm 
where Matt and Anarw were sul living. In 1806 
limar married fda Kinpunen. In 1907 he bought 
SW 32.904. W5, On this land he built a one-room 
Teg house whichis sl standing. Timar and Tda 
haa four children: Oiva, Edna, of Rocky Moun 
fala House, All, and John, of Sylvan Lake 

‘A this time there was no Town of Eexuile or 
Benalto,and.ao roads or railroads. Me. Hyvonen 
‘ade numerous trips fo Red Deer for provisions 
for hls family and for nelghbors. Tis was done, 
ot course, with horses 

‘The Hiyvonens were very hospitable people 
snd many’ tired traveller would stop tere to 








rest awhile on ther Journey or even to stay over 
might 

Mi. Hyvonen enjoyed taking in the fairs at 
Benalio, Red Deer, and Rocky Mountain House. 
He always showed ls animals, and through the 
‘Years he won many trophies and championships 
init his Pereneron horses, Shorthorn cate, Ox 
{ord and Suffolk’ sheep ‘and Plymouth Rock 
ehlekens, 

TImar went to Finland in 1940 and enlisted in 
the Finnish Army. He earned many’ medals fn 
Finland, and ar a result became Interested in 
Collecting medals. and also coins. He loved (0 
play ears, to travel, an to wateh or lsten to all 
funds of sports 

‘Mrs, Hyvonen was born In Michigan in the 
US.A. At the age of M'she came to Red Deer 
‘with her parents, Mr. and Mrs, Alexander Kin 
hunen, ner sister Minnie, and four brothers, 
Sohn Alex, Arvig, and Wibam in 10. 

‘ie. and Mrs, iyvonen stayed on thelr farm 
until 1983, when they” sold the farm to Ray 
Niemeta and retired othe Autumn Glenn Lodge 
In Tnnistall, Here they celebrated their 63rd. 
wedding anniversary. irs. Hyvonen was then 84 
Years old and Mr. Hyvonen was 81 years of age 


JENKINS, FRANK G. 

Prank’ Jenkins vill possibly be most 
remembered in connection with the Benalto Pal 
4and Stampede. Coming to Canada from Towa in, 
494, he and his wife Josephine settled near the 
north end of Syivan Lake on a homestead which 
he subsequenly sold fo the Murto famlly during 
the depression for one dollar doen. 

‘With the coming of the Alberta Central 
Rallway, Benalto became one of the trading 
Centers of the distict, and Frank, along Wh 














many other public spirited settlers, felt that 
Sn annual. summer celebration ‘would be a 
‘Welcome event for ihe area. The Benalto Fait 
4nd. Stampede began with: many. improvised 
facuties but much enthusiasm and enfoyment, 
and Is unique in belng one ofthe few continuous 
Affars of lis Kind tn the province, Many wil 
Fecall Frank riding his horse around the 































stampede enclosure announcing events through 
‘large, hand-carried loudspeaker with Gaylord 
Armstrong exhibiting his. exceptional 
horsemanship ‘as he pleked up. contestants, 
Frank continued as Stampede’ manager" fo 

"Ta cornmon with most ploneers, grea sll in 
hunting and flaing’ became a way" of fe, 
only for provisions forthe home, but primarily 
45 one ofthe few forms of recreation, The fall big 
{game hunting trips were looked to with great ex 
Eltement, ‘Trophies. were mounted and 
photographed, Among Frank Jenkin's collection 
‘were moose, deer, mountain goats, anda golden 
tagie. The Armstrong brothers and Arthur Kir 
he were frequent companions on these trips 

Not all events can be remembered wilh as 
mueh pleasure as hunting, for tragedy struck 
Many Romes during the “fi epidemie of 1818 
Frank recalled taking supplies fo many stricken 
farnilles and, as he was constant pipe smoker 
the story clrelated that he remained immune 
Dpeeause ofthe pipe 














Always interested intvestock, Frank became 
a dealer with shipping points slong the Alberta 
Central Railway and’ eventually ‘moved to 
Calgary to continue in the business, He and bis 
Wife and Theresa Hoven, wvho svas with them for 
Many years, returned Yo’ Benalto In the early 
{hires fo farm and buy livestock ual he retired 
nis, 

During the second World War Frank made a 
noteworthy contsibution in his enthusiastic sale 
of War Bonds, In 1845 he married Emama inna, 
tnd several years after her death In 189. He 
‘moved to Falrview, Alberta, where he died In 
1988, 











JENSON, MR. AND MRS, CARL AND FAMILY 
Wetton by Mrs. Carl Jenson 

We, Mt. and hrs. Jenson, originally tome 
steadéd In Saskatchewan, bul the drought con 
ations prevalent there a the time drove us out 
land in 1857 we rented farm six miles northeast 
of Camrose, where we lived for seven years, 
Here we found the winters quite severe, and we 
missed the cxlnoak "winds that we hed. ex 
Dertenced on the prarle. With these thoughts 
Inind, we were persuaded, Inthe spring of 191, 

















ay salesman ftom Canada Mortgage in Ba. 
monton, and also a refugee from the dred out 
Sea in Saskatchewan, 1a buy Section 2383.5, 
ihe former Barkan place, for the sure of $8,000 

‘hat summer Mr. Jenson drove an Oliver 99 
tractor from Carnrose fo the newiy-purchased 
frm. Tals acter had been purchased in 140 for 
Inesum of 82.190 He pulled a rubber tired wagon 
behind the factor on whieh Re Ravled tier 
ftilh seeder-box attachment, He went night 10 
stork in preparing for the next year's income, 
{nd Gaylord Armstrong fold some friends tat & 
erazy man Was sowing fall rye In the stubble 
and quack grass.” However, this fall seeding 
fesulted Ina cfop of 2.00 bushels of rye 
harvested the next ear and sold for ninety ceats 
bushel. 

Tt was not until March of 1945 that we Tet the 
Ccemrose area for good, The last week In March 
‘we moved Into.a very dllapldated house on out 
Dreperiy. The many lavers of paper had become 
ftached trom the lathe and nung down in 
bulges, welghted down boy large quantiles of 
fire The eracks between the laths made good 
Siewing, spaces for the mice, and I'm certain 
they dant approve of our taking possession of 
hele home. 

‘Ki Armstrong was ou frst caller as she rode 
non a frisky saddle horse fo round up her horses 
that had been ‘wintering on the section 
Neignbors were tlendiy and this we much ap 
preciated, as {was eft alone withthe Tour boys 
Mile Mr: Jenson returned to Camose to feteh 
the combine. One day Orrin Wslie drove non his 
way to Eckville and discovered that iad no gas. 
thine for my wash-machine motor. In just m0 
fime he had siphoned some from his car and thus 
Solved my problem. 

We had brought with us about 1001aying hens. 
Mrand Mrs, 8. Anderson supplied me with 
thiken feed, We also Rad some milk cows whet 
mage the creamery in Bekville an important 
place for us, ss we milked cows and old eggs for 
Aiiving in those days. Prices sveren't vers good, 
for ether eggs of erearm, but we made Out all 
rig 

In 197 we had a good erop of fall rye and 
prices were good. We had made plans to buld a 
ew house, but wen we found that labor was 80 
Searce we decided to buy the Heikkinen place 
ose to town. Our five sons never misted 9 day 
Ut sehool due to weather or road conditions, 
‘wale as a pretty good record 

‘Our oldest 08, Morris, ‘married Audrey 
Salminen and they have two daughters. Paul 
lives in Edmonton, Earl married Alva Gray and 
they have one gil and one boy. They ive in Van 
ouver. Chris. married Margaret Pease’ after 
finishing his veterinary course in Guelph, On 
lario, “They have two girls, Allan, his “wile, 
Karen, and daughter, Natalie, are planning 10 
mate thelr home on the NE 29-405 of the 
Bartian section, as Hi always called 











In the spring of 1967 we retired to 
Summerland, B.C: where we are enjoying 00d 
health and Keeping’ busy with gardening and 
Social setiviies 


THE MORRIS JENSON FAMILY — by Audrey 
enson 

‘Morris ang Audrey Jenson (nee Saiminen) 
reslde at SW-403:W, hte Isobe mlle east of 
{he "tekville Corner, ‘north side of No. IL 
highway, In brown and whlte house that Gus 
ul 

They raise Hereford eattle, and Morris 
carries on a trucking business during ine 
Summer ‘months. ‘They have two daughters. 
Debra Ant ls married fo Riek Gordon, and lives 
in Calgary. ‘Their daughter, Lindsey Danelle, 
‘Was bora tn September, 157 

‘Sandra Lee graduated from the Bekwile High 
‘School as valedictorian of her class in 1877, She 
plans ta attend the University of Calgary and wil 
najor In education in preparation for becoming 
teacher 


JOHNSON, HOWARD AND HELEN — by Helen 
Jonnson 

“Howard's interest In farming kept him on the 
famnlly farm, living on heN is of N1,1238.83 
We supplemented out Income by renting lan. 

During the vears 19471048 ‘we operated 
johnson's Daley" supplying ml to Benalto 
and Eekville. However, Howard was more 
fmthused about mixed farming, s9 we gradually 
hanged over to beef calle and rented more 
Tana: 

‘Faye Evelyn arrived on February 17,1953 

We enjoyed our community tivities and 
Howard was as Interested in sporis as before. 
‘Many'of the winter evenings were Taken Up with 
cutting 

"Fave was at Rome until she graduated trom 
high schoo! in Eekville. She moved to Calgary in 
4971 fo attend university and sil ives there: At 
present she is teaching school 

‘Howard and armed untl he passed away in 
ath 

“The land is rented out now and Tam at home 
living inthe original house the Johnsons came 

ais 








ISAAC JOHNSON FAMILY — hy Mr. bs E.John- 

‘and Mrs, Isaac Johnson and thelr family 
of six boys arrived in Alberta in Mareh of 192 
Sind seftied in what fs now known as the Melita 
Glsrit. The boys were Lester, the youngest at 
four years of age and David, Philmore, Lous, 
Steiner and George, he eldest at iT years of age. 
‘Pwo older daughters, Ida and Llzle, remained in 
Montana. ‘We came by train through Sweet 
Water, iontana, to Calgary and on fo Hed Deer 
where we hired a team and wagon to take us 10 
Svivan" Lake. There were ‘about 10 families 
already homesteading tn Sylvan Lake, most of 





‘whom had come from the same area of Montana 
‘We stayed vith the Passma Family, whom 6 
‘had known in Belt, Montana. Wehomesteaded on 
SW 6.02.5, There were two families already 
Settled there by the Medicine River, the Wylles 
land s haltbreed family by the name of Wits. A 
Toghouse was bull, and also asteam bath, which 
‘Was enjoyed by all. An acre or two of land Was 
ploughed for potatoes and vegetables. That fst 
‘winter Issac Johnson returned to Montana 10 
‘Work In the mines for the last time, 

‘There was a store and a post office called 
Evarts about tvemiles south where more people 
had settled earlle After our arrival, the seers 
started to come ini the country going west and 
north, No roads were open'yet,s0 everybody 
travelled the old Tnalan Pratl that went through 
our place. Many of these settlers put up at ou 
Place ‘and none were ever turned away 
Sometimes there were as many as 20 people 
staying overalght. The Armstrong family was 
the biggest out to come, sith thelr five boys 
land one gil. They bought a quarter of land. 160, 
cree, for each boy and the gif. They eae from, 
‘itatioma, and wth them they brought horses, 
‘mules, and about 20 hed of cattle, They lived i 
fens intl their Rouse was bull. Shorty after 
they came Mrs. Armstrong died of blood poison 
Ing ater culling a corn off her foot 

‘About 1905 the Melita School Was bullt. Since 
it eas located on our place, we were close to 
School, There were ne desk when the school ist 
opened, soe sat around the walls in a eirle on 
Stats made from limber placed on all kegs and 
Doxes. A Nova Scotia gill by the name of Miss 
MeGregor was our fist teacher, The frst place 
she boarded was af Jack Warwick's and then she 
Sayed at our place. A room was partitioned off 
for her and the logs were ined with cheese cloth 
‘The school was clesed for three months at Christ. 
mas time, Mise MeGregor was areal nice git: 
She never complained about anything, and really 
fnjayed the steam bath, She taught school for & 
ferm and_a hall and then got married to Mr 
Forhan who had a small drug store at Evatts 
Later they hada drug store in Bekville 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Johnson could speak Swedish, 
Norwegian, Finnish and English, Mr. Johnson 
was ealied on at tlmes fo act a8 an interpreter on 
Court eases in Red Deer. Mrs. Johnson was a 
{midwife, and’ she was called on at all hours 
Sometimes she was away for a day and night 

Tn 1910 the Alberta” Central Railway" was 
started by John 7. Moore and Associates, twas 
Supposed 1 g0on io the Yellow Head Pas, After 
they got the Charter they were to get a govern: 
‘ment grant so two camps were established, one 
4 Burat Lake and the other at our place, 0 sce 
how much It cost to bulld a mile. The workers 
had to run to tea Deer all winter long to get he 
wages, Moores bought our place as fownsite for 
he raiay. After they gt the government grant 
they gave the whole thing to the CPR. The 
rallway sling was moved C.P.R. crown land a 

















half mile south, What a farce! The ratway never 
dia get any turner than Rocky Mountain House 

Twas tn 1805 when my sister Lizte died tn 
Montana and left ihre boys. They were brought 
‘ut to our place tive. Thelr name s were Harty, 
Gordon and Tommy Teimamer. They were about 
the same age as we younger ones were and they 
‘Brew up as a part of our family 

“The coldest winter that T can remember in 
‘Alberta was in 1906180. Te started in December 
4nd tor’ three months the temperature. was 
almost atway’s atleast 20 degrees below nero. 
The winds ditied the snow along the fences 50 
that all you could see were the tops ofthe fence 
posts. A thousand head of atte dled in the 
outhern part of the province and in Montana, 
Thea came an early break and the grass Was 
sreen by the end of March 

The winter of 19081810 was the year Halley's 
Comet was to spit the earth, so they sa tas 
tobe he end of the eartht My brother and I were 
Playing cards at our neighbours’. I was a cola 
tvinter night, with steam clouds floating around, 
‘We were on our way home about 11 ociock at 
night when we saw itn the east al a 5-dopree 
angle. Needless to say, the earth was nt spit ia 
halt 

Teame to Vancouver during World War Ita 
1940 and. worked at Ash processing work in 2 
plant unt my retirement There mere a lot of 
{obs uring the War years, but thi sno tongs 
true. There have been so many people coming 
here, looking for work. 

“The best Years of iy lfe were spent on a 
hhomesicad Inthe Melita district in bert, Ijast 
‘pasced my abt birthday. Most of my generation 
have passed on. 


JOHNSON, OLAF AND KAROLINE — by the 
‘ohnson Family 

‘lar and’ Karoline Johnson arzived In the 
Benalfoekvile area in’ May, 1913. Coming 
fom Butte, Montana, they purchased from 
Isaac and Anna Luoma the Nig NE 1290.5.05, 

lat Makkala was born In Vals, Norway ih 
166, His parents, lishing people were drowmed at 
Sea leaving him an orphan atthe age of 12. In 
4st, at age 15, Olaf set out with his younger 
Sister, Matilda ‘0 find his two elder brothers, 
Henry and Erte In America, 

Leaving Matilda In Michigan, Olat, now 37, 
began to find his way west by working as awater 
Boy. for construction crews ‘along the: Oregon 
‘Trail Ola’ journey led him to Butte, Montana 
where he suceesstlly found employment in Is 
Copper mines, 

“Kareline Hietala was bora in Virat, Finland 
fon May 15, 1868 When she was 18, she and’ 
fiend, Emma Herranen; who would iter marry 
her brother Prank, came to Hancock, Michigan, 
Both. women worked as housekeepers with 
families who helped them learn some of the 
English Tanguage.. Karoline spent time in 
Michigan witha Methodist minster and. ais 














smily as 2 companion-helper. Karoline later 
followed her two elder brothers to Butte, Mon 
tana where she found work in boarding houses 
‘nhere miners lived. She worked fora time atthe 
boarding house owned by the Ladle Tam 
Whose son. Karoline’s eldest daugnter, was 
testned to marry. Tt was in Butte that Karoline 
met Olt 

The tials of Delng an tmmigrant with fast 
‘ight days of formal Schooling had foreed Olat 
Mutkala to become ‘Olat Johnson. Olaf and 
Kareline Johnson were married an November 3, 
10h, In Butte, Olaf worked tn the mines. and 
daughters Lydia (Beth) and Mary Rae) were 
Doce in 1896 and 1898 respectively. 

“The family moved fo Calumet, Michigan and 
thelr sone John and Walter were born in 1901 and 
1903, ‘The mines in Butte, though, provided 
Secure employment for Olaf Jonnson and so the 
family moved there where Ann was bora in 1907 
snd Ted was born in 1810 














t.was at this time that Karoline’s brothers 
rank and Alee Hletala were homesteading and 
In Alberta and 1813 tne Johnsons followed these 
brotners and settled on'the farm between thelr 
tomesteads, 

‘Shorlly after the family settied tn the area 
thelr eldest daughter, Beth returned to Butte to 
tend nursing sehosl. ‘Then, in 1815, the last 
Member of the family, Howard, was born. 1a 
these years and ones to come, Olaf often spent 





winters working in the Butte mines to sup 
plement the farm Income, 

‘The flu epidemic of i918 saw Beth return 
home for perlod of time. She spent lang day's 
and nights with her horse and buggy going {0 
Homes of the sick to nurse thers and tip with 
chores. Karoline had taught het well by exam. 
ple. tn her years on the farm ste atten Would 
‘alicmiles vist the sek, usually with atreshiy 
Baked cake under her arm. When people came 10 
‘ist the Johnsons home and see the lower gar. 
ens Karoline loved, she usualy sent hame with 
them a freshly pleked bouguet. And visitors were 
frequent. 

‘The early day chureh services, mostly 
Lutheran, were held at the nearby Young 
Beople's Hall. These services ware well attended 
even though many in the congregation had t0 
{cave long distances by horse and buggy. Every 
Sunday the Johnson home had mang of these 

for cote and there was always company 
For Sindy” ainner, 

Young People's Hall was a community centre 
for he area, and when chureh services oF dances 
were held It was generally one of te Johnson 
amily lighting the fire in the stove beiore and 
Sweeping. the floor after, never expecting a 
nickel. "The dirty coffee cups were often taken 
Home where Motner Johason would wash them 
‘lean forthe next time 

‘Although breaking new land, planting and 
harvesting erops, and eating for ivestock, In 
Oats case ~ hogs, were no easy tasks, 1 cer. 
tainly wasn’t all work and no play to make son 
John a dull boy. There Were weddings, cxlvaria, 
‘ances, ball games, and competitive. gym 
fstics, The two main events in the early days 
Were the mia summer pienle and dance on June 
24'and the Vietorla Day’ dance on May 3 

By the 1880's the family had motly grown 
and gone. The girs were setled in Seaties John 
had one off prospecting and for atime stayed 
with the Bull Lowey family when he worked in 
Drumheller; Wall was working mainly’ in 
Tumber camps in 1992 Ola aie. 

‘Howard and'Ted remained on the family farm 
swith thelr mother, unl she died in I844 and Ted 
Jett the farm. During this lime both Ted. and 
Howard played softball on the Young People’s 
All’ Star’ Team while Walt often acted. a= 
Scorekeeper. 

‘On December 27, 195 Howard married Helen 
Niemela and there another story begins. 

















JOHNSON, WILLIAM THEODORE (TED) AND 
RUTH — by Helen Johnson 

‘Ted moved to, Penhold t0 operate a cote 
shop in" 1045, While there he’ married th 
Soderiund tn June, 19, After they sod thelr 
business in Penhold, Ted worked on construction 
for a number of years. They Nave one son Gary 
fand one granddaughter. 

"Tea nas always had a keen Interest in muse 





and while he was living on the farm he o¢ 
‘eslonally played at dances, 
"They are iving in Calgary 


JOMNSTON, THE RALPH FAMILY—by Norma 
Stewart 

Ralph Johnston arrived in Elspeth in 
operate tie Wheat Pool Elevator at the 5 
Between Benalto and Syivan 
Tn 185) he was married to the former Marion 
Mather at Trochu. "Their son, Wesley, was born 
in 1982 They let Elspeth in 1889 and ster ving 
In souihern Alberta, Grand Forks, B., and 
Fimbey, they moved to Lacombe where they 
now reside. Recently they have been spending 
thelr winters in Arizona, USA 

‘Wille in Elspeth they were closely associated 
with Benalto, usually walking in during. the 
‘winter time, ‘hele son, Wes, graduated in Phar 
‘macy trom the U.of A: With the help of is wie, 
the former Norma Jean Stewart, he has beet 
fperating a drugstore in Edmonton. They Rave 
fee sons, Ralph, recently married tothe former 
‘Jo-An Olstead, anda member of the Edmonton 
{ity Potie, and Stewart, who is at heme, 

















KALAPUTAS, ANDERSON GUST 

My" parenis, Gust Kalaputas and. Elmina 
Sodervack, were united In marriage, In 
Evanston, Wyoming on June 20, 1894, They en 
mnlgrated to Canada trom Rock Springs, Wye. 
ning la 1903 where dad was employed in'a coal 
Inlne, They were met in Red Deer by Augast 
Halstien ana they stayed the winter with them. 

Dad homesteaded the NW 28.8.2 W5 which 
had formerly boen homesteaded by Edward ARO 
And had returned to the crown 

‘\'one'Toom log house was erected to house 
the fami also a small barn fr the cow and os 
fn. Willam Ano, who owned the land adjoining 
on the east was'a great assistance in building. 
Hardships were many for the ploneers the frst 
‘years on the farm, There wasn't any ready wood 
pile = just tall timber. Ttall had fo be ext ino 
Nove lengths, 

“The snow veas deep and often, over night 
sol piled so igh behind the door, a Shovel ad 
to'be used to go out 

Water wells were shallow and froze up. Snow 
was melted for use in the house during fie cold 
winter, ae well for the cattle. ‘There were no 
odds, Just tals, Trees had been eut down and a 
trail cleared wide enough for a wagon (0 pass 
through, These trails would wind from house fo 
house. A main trall to Evarts passed by our 
home whieh 9s used by travellers trom north 
and east of us 

‘Our first animals on the farm were a cow and 
1 team af oxen. The one named Mike was a real 
pet and we could ride him around the yard, 
Sometimes tere were three of us on his Bac. 

‘Dad was a hard worker, clearing land during 
the summer withthe only Tools available, s grab 
hoe and axe. In the fall and winter he bull houses 














for the setters. Logs were plentiful and made 
cheap warm Homes, The logs were ftied, hevved, 
nd with corners shaped made. comfortable 
houses 

‘Land was cleared and had to be made into 
felis. We purchased a eam of horses, Dick and 
Molly, trom the Indians. They were a great aset 
to our farming. The horses worked well with the 
‘oxen breaking land. They were faster onthe road 
land on seeded trips to Evaris and Red Deer 
‘Also, ater sears they were our school ones 

With an ox, and’ two horses puling the plow, 
the sod was made into feids to grow feed and 
rain. Turnipe and potatoes were also grown, 
Wien harvest time rolled. around, neighbors 
helped pick turnips and anyone who came for 
Vist went home with a boxtull of turnips, whieb 
Were Ted to the stock, The potatoes were taken 
Red Deer and traded for essentials 

Machinery was bought together with the 
neighbors to share cost. Dad hada’ Massey 
Harris mower In Joint with Sylvester Sana, & 
ake with John Koski Sr. anda five foot Deering 
Binder with" right" hand-cut. with Alex 
Staudlager. This went on for years til they nad 
to get larger machinery 

‘Melita was our fist school Sehoo! was held in 
the summer months due to the amount of snot 
and inclement winters. Then Kuvsamo schock 
Was moved further west from Ite original ste 
nd We were transferred there, Ira¥elling 0 
School was difficult. There was water 
everywnere on the way fo school. The lowlands 
‘ana hollows were hiled ith water. One evening 
"ding Home from senool we decided to cross ont 
Gf the bodies of water, Lying onthe horse to kee 
Our feet ary, we drove lito the water and made f 
fteross wnich was quitea distance. This went ox 
pl Gast ha negra waiched us from 
Hs yard and reported tne tneigent to ou parents 
Needless fo say, our short-eut promptly ended 

In few years, we had accumulated severai 
milk cows, The cows were malted outside In he 
Summer, Smudges were set burning to ward ott 
the milions of mosquitoes and bugs while milk 











3 
Siok was delivered each morning to the 
‘eneesefactery, 8 distance of four miles The fac: 
Tory was owned and operated by T. B. Miller. 
Wild fruit was plentiful, we picked 
blueberries, strawberries, saskaoons, cirrants 






















and goosebernis. We almost lived on wi frult 
turing the summer: was a glad change tthe 
try frit det of prunes, apples, and_ apricots. 
Fresh ralt was only avaiable in fhe store daring 
fe summer and this consisted of apples and 
oranges. 

‘Homesteaders were stil arriving, staying 
with us unt finding homesteads furlner west In 
‘he Piteox (Hespero) area, Some were the Matt 
Kangas and John Tukkanen families, The house 
‘was small but there was always room for few 

"AS the years passed by, tlelds were larger 80 
‘he need fr a threshing machine was evident. A 
fndicate was formed, a. steam engine and 
thresher were purchased, which was named the 
Sambo. The shareholders suppited the bundle 
{earns and men, also the grain haulers, counting 
{emen ial. The machine operators were hired 
as was the water monkey. ‘The water man had 
‘vo wagons with a 40 gallon tank on each wagon 
draw four horses, He was the bsest man on 
{te out. He pumped water nto the Tank Dy 
hand and sometimes had to haul water quite & 
ddstance from creeks or lake. Farmess had 
wrater wells but pumped water by hand so 
Was caster (o obtain water somewhere ese 

“The cooks were also a busy lot. Food prepar 
tion went on for days ahead, Few homes had ex 
tra dishes, 40 dishes were borrowed from the 
¥elghbors."Those were happy’ days. Harvest In 
‘olved hard work and long hours but noone com. 
Blaine 

“The flv epideralc hit the dlstrict in 1918 right 
‘n the midst of threshing. Threshing was com: 
Dleted short handed. Ia some homes the whole 
family was stricken. Nelghbors were called onto 
feed the threshing crew. MY sister AGa and Dad 
Were the two in our family who eseaped the fu 
‘They were milking cows and doing’ chores for 
relgnbors and tending to thelr care, December 
19, 108, tragedy struek our home when Mother 
bussed away at the age of 44 Years. Ths let Dad 
ttn three of us in school but we seemed 10 
‘manage with the help of kindly nelghbors, Mrs. 
Matt Ling, Mrs, Matt Wuorl, the Aug. Halstens, 
Saba’s and several others, 

‘Dad farmed fora numberof years before sel: 
‘ng he farm to Chatlle Jenkins i 125 and ret. 
{ng to Sylvan Lake, passing away on January? 
ah, 

‘Mother and Dad were both ale to rest in the 
‘Kuusamo cemetery 

“The family consisted of elght children four 
irl and four boys 

Eimer Walno the eldest, born April 2, 1896 
Eimer was married to Anna Bay and they lived 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, After Anna pasted 
away Elmer moved to Newport, Washington, 
Where he resided unl hs passing on December 
4a. He is buried in the veteran plot of the 
Newport cemetery 

Maimie Willina, born February 6, 1896, 
attended Mella School, She is presently living i 











‘Vancouver and she is married to Charles Hoteka, 

Charles Gust, born Mareh 29, 1900, attended 
‘Melita Sehool and after leaving Rome operated a 
hotel in Orofino, Idaho, Chale pasted away 
‘August, 1991, and-is buried In Spokane, 
Washington 

‘Matt Arvid, born August 31, 1902, attended 
‘Melita Sehool, Matt is married to Haze! MeF eu, 
‘he eldest daughter of Russel and Rosie Me aul 
of Red. Deer. Matt worked for the CNR Feit 
Ing to syivan Lake where he presendy resides, 
They have two children, Shella Daven (Mrs 
Harvey Wyle) of Rocky Mountain House. Shelia 
khas two daughters Becky Dawn and Stacey 
{iyna, Jobn Richard lives In Red Deer. 

‘Ads Elida, born January 3, 1905, attended 
Melita and’ Kuusamo. schools, married. Albert 
Proudher of Ontario. They tive in Sylvan Lake 
fora numberof years before moving to Carolin, 
‘here Albert sold real estate and was justice of 
the peace. Albert and Ada had two children 
Dana Twan Pranels is transit superintendent 
{or ihe city of Red Deer, married to Barbara 
‘Thomas of Stettler. They have two sons, Seven 
‘and David Charles. Dorothy’ Mae, an RIN. Wasa 
Captain in the R.C.A.F. until retiring last year 
‘Snelives with her mother in Victoria, B.C. Albert 
passed away January 25,1955, and Is buried in 
The Red Deer Cemetery 

“John Eric, born August 21, 1907 attended 
Kuilsamo school, He served with the RCA. 
uring World War 11 John marriee Eva Mathias 
ft Saunders. Creek. ‘They lived ai Hammong, 
B.C. Thelr daughter Mary Ana" (Mts. Barry 
Shortt) of ‘Toronto hae three sons. Grahar 
Frazer snd. Duncan. Judith Margaret (Mee 
[Brian Crosse) is living on Vancouver Island, 
and fas two ehlldren. John passed away October 
48,1849, andi buried Inthe veterans" pot ofthe 
Haney cemetery 

‘Sylvia Katherine, bora June 2, 181, attended 
Kuusamo and Eckle schools, Sets married (0 
Charles ‘Thorkman of Eekville. They have 











farmed In tne Salma district since thelr 
marHlage Charles and. Sylvia. have five 
Gaughters, Betty Marie (rs. M. Leo Suber 


bagel) of Calgary, took her schooling at Sal 
Hed Deer, going on to receive her RIN at ihe 
Misericoriia Hospital ia Edmonton. Betty has 
three sons, Peter Charles, Jerry Stuart and Dale 
Allan. Margaret Elleen (Strs. Morley Grose) of 
Cave, took her schooling at Salma, Eekvlle and 
Red beer, going on to take her Bd. af the U of 
‘Ashe has two sons, Warren Kellh and David 
Wesley. June Bernice (Ms. Doug. Nelson) of 
Calgary, attended Salma, Fekvlle ana Rea Deer 
Schools, going onto the University of Alberta to 
Fecelve her" Bachelor of Science. in Home. 
Economies and her Bachelor of Education, She 
has three children, Palllip Douglas, Timothy 
Daryl Jay, Kelly Gay. 

‘ean Edith Elida (Mrs. Davie Willams) of 

imal, B.C. allended the Saima end Eekvie 
schools, Jean is leans manager with the Royal 

















Bank, She had four children, Gregory Gene, 
Katherine Ann, Robert David, Patrick Allan 
rex passed away May, 1971, Fern Catherine 
(Gits. "Glenn ‘Skoodapole) attended ‘schoo! at 
Salma, Eekville and’ Edmonton. She has four 
children, twins Steven ‘Charles and Susan 
Catherine, Carla Jean and Gerald Edward, 

Frances Loulse, born November "15 194, 
attended Kuusamo and Syivan Lake sehocs, She 
is married to Rupert Gritfith, formerly of 
Ridgewood astrict. They have five children and 
live-at Peace River. Florence (3trs. Wilfred 
Chateau) of Petrview has five children, Jean 
(irs: Laverne Knox) of Peace River has five 
children. Mlae (Mrs. Heney Desanlo) of Manning 
has three children. Beverly (Mrs, Russell Lowe) 
of Peace fever has two sons. Lee and Blaine 
Feslde in Peace River. 





KINNA, ABTITUR AND BUCHANAN, V8 

‘Music played a central role in'agrest any 
ploneer famlles and so ft was withis the Kiana 
home, At an early age in Estonia, Arthur Kina 
showed exceptional promise asa violinist and tis 
father, Jonm Kiana, who taught him his frst 
notes, sent hm away to study. When the family 
immigrated te Eekville during Arthur's 
fourteenth year, hs interest in muste continued, 
‘Together, with other members of he farnly the 
Kinna orchestra played for many eommdalty 
events. Tne first gramophone in the district Was 
wed by Henry Kinna who requested Arti fo 
‘hose an excellent selection of records, These 
Fecords were a great souree of instructions In 
Acthur’s’ musical education and he eventually 
Played with the Calgary Symphony Orchestra 
find the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra, On 
‘one oceasion while playing violin in a. Calgary 
concert, the American guest sololst tailed. 
“appear. As Arthur was he only one who key he 
Section, nelle the gap admirably 

Although earning living had to be of 
primary ‘concern Artur’ ft love was the 
“loin and such puplls as Johanna Semuneman 
{not sure about the name) gave him a great 
satisfaction, The family mall Contract from Red 
Deer to Bumt Lake, Evarts, and Eckvlle te 
‘uired trips three times weekdy, sometimes it 
Severse weather conditions, 

Tn M2, Arthur married Emma Gudmundson, 
Who taught schoel in the dlstiets of Beaverfate, 
Sylvan Lake, Kuusamo, and. Estonia. While 
{aching at Bstonta schoo}, she boarded with the 
Moos family, close neighbors of Kinnss. They 
began the operations of« general store and Post 
Oifice in Benalto in partnership with V-B, 
Buchanan whohad marsied Arthur's sister, Mla 
ne Kinna, 

Education for_ploneer families presented 
many problems. ‘Those with a forelgn mother 
{ongite were probably the most eager fo advance 
‘her learning and Minnie was no exception, With 
drive and ambition Minnie completed her grade 
12m Rea Deer working for her board and won 




















this distinction written on the fy leat of POEMS 
OF LONGFELLOW— Presented by the Alberta 
‘Women’s Association to Minnie Kinna for having 
Imad the greatest progress in Grade Eleven of 
the Red Deer lin Senool during the year ending 
‘uly, 182. Arter completing Nermnal Schocl she 
Taught in ‘many districts until her marriage to 
Variey Buchanan, who was a native of Ontario, 
ofatng west to work in the Bank of Commerce 
Eckvile: Minnle Buchanan was a well respected 
and ardent worker inthe Benalte community af 
fairs 

‘iter dissolving the partnership of Buchanan 
and Kinna, the Buchanans operated the Benalto 
Hote until Mine's death in 1842. Thelr son Tack 
continued tn the hotel afte his dlscharge from 
the RCAF. and he and his sister Mona subse 
‘quenty ‘sold the business to L- Billings. eek 
‘haved to Brantford, Ontario to be with his father 
Unt Jack's death in 1962. Mona married Harold 
Crawford of Red Deer and thelr two children 
Debra and Jack live in Red Deer, Mona died In 
a 

Tragedy struck the Arthur Kinna family in 
s28 when, after avery shor lines, Arthur died 
leaving two small ebldren, Ruth aad Wiliam, 
Emma continued the business and was once 
again bereaved when in 189) Wilism died. As 
With all'smail communities each Individual ts 
called on to.make contributions to elvie atfair 
land Emma endeavored fo do so with work in te 
Red Cross, Booster Club, Ladies Ald, and School 
Board 

Ruth was the first girl child born tn the 
hamlet’ and’ in 1945. married. Don Wikes of 
Lacombe, Alberta, who was on leave from five 
years service withthe R.C.A.F. After hs second 
Teturn from overseas in 1985, he purchased the 
‘inna store and operated it uni! 1962 when they 
sold IW. Roll of Red Deer 

‘Bott Doa' and Ruth served the hamlet of 
Benaifo and area for these years fn the Booster 
Chub, Agricultural Soetety, Curling Ciub, Bey 
Scouts, and Presbyterian Chuteh, ‘three 
ehlldreh were born to them; Grogin 184, Donald 
{in 3848, and Mona In 190. Moving trom Bena 
in 1969, they resided in Palrview for seven sears 
and now live In Peterborough, Ontario 











obstacle has been overcome. Many good times 
fare remembered haying with the Wyiles; and 
lays beng able to depend on Harvey and Bob 
for help. Catle and pigs were a big source of in. 
(ome. Evald was active in the Farmers Union 
nd many an interesting meeting was held at our 
‘Another quarter of land im the Diamond 
Valley distriet was purenased, Ken and Ron had 
thelr schooling in Benalto, Sylvan Lake, Red 
Deer College and Calgary and Edmonton uni 
reraitles, Isvald passed sway November, 1. 
Ken and'Ron and myself are tll on the farm, 


UONGAIE FAMILY — by Ernest Longats 

“The Longatr family moved to Renato trom 
Eamonton in 1983 Jobs were scarce in Edmon 
fon'so my father, James Longate, moved his 
{amily to Benalto to work in my uncle's Herman 
Schmigek’s general store. Herman Sehmidele 
‘perated a general store, the Benalto Store, and 
the imperial Oi) bulk piant. Having one good 
hand and a hook, he was able to rel barrels of 
fuel around with ‘amazing destenty, combining 
the two. Fuel was delivered to the Surrounding 
district in his Chevrolet truck. Gasoline, was 
Svallabe at the store from two pomps. If the 
‘ustomers arrived too early, It was appreciated 
{fey pumped up thelr ov gas for fling up 
‘els Cas. Both were hand pumps with overfiows 
at the top for zeroing the galions, Castomers 
Fecelved more for their money on cold days than 
uring summer afternoons, after he pas has 
heated. Ol! for the ears was poured info lange 
hnetal pouring eans for transfer 10 the cars 
Wille Gars were fairly common, horses with 
wagons and slelghs were seen driving trough 
‘own in atleast equal numbers, Something that 
alvays fascinated me was the Finnish fahiies 
ftom north of Benaito coming to town in winter 
Using Homemade sels or pushing alon 
foot ato runnered sleigh with achalr atranged 
for passengers. ‘These to were handmade With 
typleal Finnish mastery 

“As Las six Years od, 1 gathered my lunch, 
and enrolled in the Melita School, one mile fron 
‘Benato on the Sylvan Lake highway. There were 
approximately 2 student in the one room school 
Under the direction of Miss Myrile MeL-can, The 
folowing year Miss Annie Anderson became Ihe 
Seto! teacher, much tothe delight at most ofthe 
boys. Tals attractive lady walked fo and fromm 
her Home farm one-half mile west of the schodl 
Water was carried in palls therefore proper 
respect as paid fo thie Valuable commodty 
(One pa usually lasted the sohool for the day 
‘The furnace sas inthe back of the school, sur 
rounded by a large metal guard so That people 
wwouln’t aceldenfly burn themselves, Coal was 
burned, usually nandy in @ coal scuttle, sitting 
beside the furnace. Pouring more coal into the 
fire was always a pleasant alversion when class 
{got boring. As all grades were inthe same room: 
She fo elght, It Your particular lesson wast Too 








fascinating you could always Uisten in on what 
oli classes were doing. At recess We qulekly 
‘rganized-a softball game, playing ser) with 
‘one bat and one ball. No ohe owned a glove for 
Several years until’ Arnold Anderson ‘Cray 
Appeared with one. Needless to say, ownership of 
Sieh a valuable piece of equipment earried com 
Siderable clout. Our schoo! used to compete oe 
tasionally against Kousamo School, about four 
miles east. After the softball season, antl-ave- 
Over the school, provided entertainment during 
the recess perica: Pur pum pull away from the 
feast fence and tne sehool alsofiled in time, After 
the afternoon recess, time dragged until schol 
was out at 8:3, Occasional breaks would come 
when a black Piymouth from Sylvan Lake used 
to roar by with nora footing and dust ying from 
the gravetled highway. Max Simpson Was at the 
Wheel, whieh explained Miss Anderson's blush 
8nd te students interest n watching her degree 
of redness. A few years later we lost her com 
Bletely'to hrm as they were married and lived in 
Syvan take, 

Milile-Halsteln, who played the piano, 
assisted ss "Anderon, wit the Christmas 
Program, With iis virtuoso etme problems, at 
Feast for ine boys, for the Chelstmas concert was 
tobe in the form of an operetta, The whole 
School has fo participate. Most boys would have 
Sooner died than sing n public. Three of us boys 
were tobe the wite’s helpers and were to take 
the princess; Mona Buchanan, By the hand and 
Sing’a ite ditty as we led her to fhe witeh, Wel, 
there vas. competition to hold her hand, but 
slience when t came time for the ity. However, 
‘Miss tlastetn and Mildred Anderson decided on 
4 psychological approach, and when one of Us 
ade a peep the praise received was foo much 
for the rest of us fo stand s0 we decided to outdo 
Ue other by singing even louder. From then on 
We had volurse but 'm not sure about the notes 
The pinnacle of courage was reached by one of 
the Boys who haa to sing solo tothe fun of “My 
Grandfather's Clock’ Listening to Miss Hale 
fein play the plano was delight until shattered 
‘by your turn fo sing. The play was presented at 
CChiisimas but my memories of Christmas con 
certs were more than that, as we gol 8 bag of 
andy and a present irom the school ard, tree 
resents were given from & ist which each stu 
ent submitted: T wanted knife one year Bul 
twas turned down as it was too warlike! T 
ocelved 9 gun instead, 

With the bullding of the new two roomed 
school in Renalto, Melita was on borrowed time, 

ides 16 were held in Melita while the senlor 
krades were held in Henalto. When the Benallo 
Schoot was. completed all the students: moved 
Into it. Now Grade 9 was offered at Benalto, and 
‘my brother Arinu for one, was able to continue 
Ns schooling, going to Grade %. Abandoning 
Melita also saw the end of wending Your way to 
school trough the snow in winter withthe low 
fest temperature I can remember being 6t-F, 




















“There were frozen noses that morning. Some 
could ride Johnson's sleigh for lve cenis. The 
Fest of ts walked, Gone too were the detours 
trough Anderson's and Harry Hembly's woods 
In'search of magpie eggs. One cent was pala for 
magple eggs and two cenis for erows’ ees. FIve 
ents wore pald for feet. Needless t0 334, We 
Fated ore young oath to cllect the extra 
univ. Yello” lads slippers and tiger es 
could be enjoyed along the rallway’ right-of-way 
‘Our home in Benalto Was the rented wo roam 
C.P.R house, A wood heater afew fet from the 
beds, provided warmih, ‘the kitchen stove 
‘warmed the other room. ‘The irees. behind 
provided! the fuel. Later, when Herman 
Schmidek sold nls store to Swan Anderson, my 
father operated the store for Swan, My uncle eft 
fo run a service sation in Vancouver about 53 
ANtler working inthe stare for about & year, m3) 
parents went to work for Frank Jenkins on hls 
Plagery. After about one year there, we shared 2 
howe with Harry Hambly. My brother and T 
were caretakers at the school, receiving a total 
or S12 per month for our services duly and 
August Were no pay months. Harry's Tent was 
‘ery reasonable'and he allowed es a garden, 
Pasture for a cow, and. house for some 
Ehlekens. With our anual $100 for essentials, we 
‘were able to get by with the meat, mil and 
vegetables we could’ provide, ‘Hunting eer 
bottes at 0 cents per dozen, provided for any es 
tas such as 22 shells af 250 for, ‘These 
provided the odd foc's hon or rabbit Baths were 
Father scaree but Scturday night steam baths at 
Swan Anderson's were a godsend. Besides, Mrs 
Andesson always providee the best cotfee and 
ake for hunch afterwards 
“About 1857 mv bestfriend, Arnold Anderson, 
came down with dabetes. As we were in Grade 4 
or 3-at the lime, the disease didn't mean that 
fmueh, except that Amold had te take insulin, est 
fs urine, and eat speclal anaes. ‘The candies 
may have been special but the sill tasted 00d 
3S he always shared a few wiih the rest of Us 
Ih 3858, as we left the Baptist Chureh one 
morning, someone sald Canada was at wa". All 
{hat meant tome was that my Dad, who had been 
In'the fst World War, might be Sent away and 
be shot. [1 Worried me bat tha was all he wer 
‘iting the fall of 1999 my mother, Agnes 
Longa, received a fetter informing her that she 
ad been appointed matron of the Wood's Chris 
tan Home at Bowness, just west of Calgary. We 
‘Were 1 recelve $73 per month ps fre room and 
DDoara Tals was near the same as we had been 
ecelving per vear. It seemed unbelievable. This 
‘meant we would have fo sell-out belongings 
‘Which we had moved trom one place 1 another 
‘What we lacked in quails, we made up for in 
quantity. We finally held’an auction sale at 
Hrarry Hambly's and sold out possessions. The 
next moraing we caught the train and leit for 
Calgary. Harry Hambly very kindly volunteered 




















to take our two dogs Buster and Trixle. Leaving 
thom was the hardest part for me, The Bapti 

(Church gave us as electric oor lamp and many 
friends pave us thelr best wishes, 

‘MY father worked at the Wood's Home for 
three years, nen to the alrport at De Wiatoa for 
theremainder of the war, We moved to Calgary 
Where’ Wer attended high school. My brother 
‘Retr enlisted im the Signal Corps and then 
‘transferred to the Alr Force, I finished schoo, 
land went to work for Calgary Power 

‘Both my parents dled in Calgary, my father 
196 and my mother bn 1910. 30y brother Is 
teaching high'sehool in Calgary and 1am 
{eaching high school in Lethbridge 

‘Some events that might De of Interest 
nowadays was Pastor Gibbon's winter baptist 
Service. Pastor Gibbon's six foot frame carried 
fn arlety of task from cutting (thinning — 
he lippers pulled every second hair ot by the 
foots) hate, preaching and filing horse troughs 
with water for "saving" his congregation from 
the frey furnace. Anyway, Tide’ tink T should 
fhance the furnace so I decided to be baptize, 
Just Incase, Weil, Pastor Gibbons borrowed the 
horse trough from Stering’s hardware and flea 
‘twita water pumped by hand and heated 0 his 
stove, By Sunday evening the trough Was ready 
and his Volunteers had showed up in variety of 
Weltable getups. As the pump organ wheeze 
‘out a tune, and the congregation sang, each one 
St us was dunked under, brought up again and 
hastily seat fo the manse for dry clothes. He 
Geserves honors for enthusiasm anyway. 1 
foticed the ‘next baptism was held in the 
Medicine River in June 

‘One other highght was our trip with the 
school chlldven trom as far west a8 Rocky Moun 
fain House to see the Queen in Edmonton. We 
tere to see siveet cars for the frst time and & 
al, live Queen. Well we found our seats along 
{he parade route and soon the Queen came by. 
We were, disappointing ined bat we didn't ive 
up and rushed aif to see her again a other paints 
along the route. Altogether saw her three times 
Sind fo me she was as beautiful as queens should 
ibe, "The train carried ts load of tired kids horse, 
Belting us home about 10 PAL. We weren't com 
ferned about Canada’s political problems: we 
had Just seen our Queen with our very ovn eves. 








‘THE HISTORY OF LOUGHEED'S GENERAL 
STORE ~ by fealph and Mae Lougheed 

‘On Leis one and Woon Main Street in 
‘Benalto, a: small Dullding was erected, which 
‘was the home of the Imperial Bank. The late 
Stan Hooker was the tit and last manager t 
run the bank. (Stan allways came back tothe an 
‘nual bonspieis he in Benato, to renew sequal 
lances whenever he could get away.) After the 
‘Dank closed down Emil Brodersons. started 
srocery store, which he operated for about three 
ears, 0. C: Hansen then had the store for the 











next seven years. He enlarged the building and 
‘ade the upstairs Into living quarters. 

‘In 84 Jack Simpson purchased the bullding 
andiis twa boys made some mare aditions tt 
Gordon and Jim were the storekeepers unit 837, 
when Jack Robinson purchased the store and 
farried onthe grocery business. He in turn sold 
tit in 1880 10 alt Foster, Alt and Thelma Foster 
Her hlldren, Jovee, Dorothy and Sim (now At 
lamney General of Alberta) continued In the 
frocery. business. They renovated the living 
{Garters and" also added the Cockshut farm 
aulpment agency fo the business, Later Alt 
Foster was Cominco agent for fertilizer. 

In 1915 Howard and Helen Mullen purchased 
the store, but carried on for ony a year before 
saling otto Ralph and Arnold Lougheed, The 
ifousheeds came from ite town of Sibbald, tn 
fastern alberta, having lett with the emily In 

‘he dlety thirties" to sete In Caroline, and 
later in Condor. Arnold served overseas in the 
RCAP. and when he came back he joined 
Ralph for short stint in the grocery business 
Wich was now known ae “Lougheed's General 

‘Arnold stil felt the call of a military fe, and 
aster a year or 80 he rejoined the alr force. He 
Spent the rest of his career In the R.CALE, and 
‘Shoe his retirement he has been working for the 
Douglas Printing Cormpany in Edmonton 

Ralph and his wile Mae, the former Mae 
Latsen ot Bentley, carried onthe business forthe 
ext 3 years. The business prospered through 
ihe many years: several additions were made, 
and in 1868 a complete renovation took place 
‘ith toot extension ‘being added tothe 
bulla, 1 now had a complete new concept, 
both in ike store and upstais, Modern new fs 
fares were put in and self-serve Was introduced 
Inthe grocery section, 

By thls me the fertillzer business was ex: 
panding and’ Ralph Introduced the. custom: 
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spreading of fertilizer to his customers. This 
Bractice proved beneficial for both farmers and 
the business. It wasn't long before our business 
Was among ihe top fertilizer sales outets. One 
Year we won the sales contest sponsored by 
Cominco Fertizer 

Th 1867 the nitrogen fertizer, anhydrous am. 
nonla, was introduced to our Benalt farmers 
land thone ofthe west countey. Our sales required 
five 45-foot applieators and two truck tankers 10 
Supply i to the farmers 

n 071 a new venture started when the Bind 

‘man Valley Propane Association awarded us the 
Contract to dellver propane fo thelr customers 
This gave usa great opportunity, as we already 
had the tankers to use. in the spring we hauled 
ammonia, and durlag the rest of the year we 
hauled propane, Our. sales terstory reacted 
fom Caroline inthe southivest to Ianistalt on the 
fast, and as far as Ponoka inthe nor, This took 
{mn about 790 customers. We consider this one of 
the largest ventures we ever {ook on, and we give 
Special credit to the capable help that Ralph 
Dowler ave in managing the fleet of seven 
‘ruck 

We were fortunate, as Cominco built us an 
elovaior, complete with a blender, for our ter 
{illzer. This made It possible for us o supply the 
proper blends of feriizer which the farmers 
heeded 

in 1967 we acquired the post office, Elenor 
Windrum had jolned. the Staft’ as full-time 
bookkeeper, and assistant postmaster. Barbara 
Nielsen, who was on statf for 19 years, was & 
reat credit fo the store in her position as 
anager of the grocery department. Al peak 
Seasons there were as high ab elght oF nine peo 
ple on sta 

‘In Jandsry, 2974 the store and post office was 
sold to Jack and Pat Knowles, and in September, 
1876 Ralph Dowler bought the fertilizer and 
propane business, which he is presently con 
Hung to operate 

Ralph and Mae Dullt «new home in Benatto, 
where they are retired (or frying to be!) 














ISAAC AND ANNA LUOMA — by Ken Laitita 

‘ane atl Anna Loma came for WORM, 
USA. around 107 oF 1908 "They fed on 
homestead on NE 12-8. W5. Later they sold this 
land and bought 40 acres on SE 1438-35, in 
1813. They began Dulding the house tha same 
Year, ‘but the completion at the house was 
Gelaved by Isase"s passing in November. They 
had no eilaren. 

“in 1915 their nlece, Eva Sylvia Lalturt, ame 
to live with Anna, Eva had been born to John and 
‘Tekla Laltun in Almy, Wyoming, USA. on May 
13, 1907, She moved with her family to 
homestead In the Oras area prior to moving 19 
Eckville She started her schooling at Melita 
School and finished in Eckl, 

‘Sana Luoma passed sway" in January, 1935, 
leaving the place to Eva Sylvia Laltur, 








MeKANNA, CARY AND MCKENZIE, JACK 
FAMILEES'— by Mae (Bennett) MeKenzie and 
Lacile (Meianna) Perry 

in the spring’ of 102 Jack MeKenzie and 
stae"" Mekanna of Vulean, Alberta, went to 
Benalto, Alberta as partners in the first 
hardware store there. Jack left position with 
the Bank of Hamilton in Vulcan and Mac hed 
been farming in the same area. They were great 
ly assisted in thelr new venture by the Benalto 
Booster Club, of which Frank Jenkins was the 
president at‘that time. The siore, plus living 
‘Quarters atthe rear, was soon erected by the {WO 
Partners and many’ local volunteers. Even 
{hough It was nat quite finished, they opened for 
business tn-about elght month's tite. ‘Ther 
Dusinest was calle he “afeKenzic and McKan 
ne Hardware 

Hsohappened that at that time Jack and Mac 
were. courting two sisters, Mac and. Irene 
Bennett, also of Vulean. 1 (Mae) was employed 
withthe Canadian Bank of Commerce there, and 
Irene was teaching school in the same area, 
‘Naturally our interest in the boys’ success wat 
keen, and, had It been necessary, we would have 
Deen’ with them, pounding Ralls. However, 
everything seemed "to fall into place and.a8 
Fesult Jack and I were married'on October 2 

















1822 and Irene and Mae were married one month 
later 

We spent two very happy years in Benaito, 
Everyone was comimunlty-minded, and) most 
antious fo see progress, The yearly mia summer 
Stampede, the basebalt games, dances and the 
weekly picture shows all helped to make Ite 
more enjoyable. 

‘Tn 1024 Jack's mother, who owned and 
‘operated the Nanton Hotel in Nanton, needed 
help in managing the business, so we had to ds 
solve the partnership tn the hardware store. We 
Were sorey to nave fo leave Benalto, but We dd 
turn for visits inthe years to follow, 

Mac and Trene confinued im the hardware 
business for another two Years, then the Alas 
Lumber Company bought them out. Mac then 
took onthe ageney of grain buyer for the Alberta 








Pacifle Grain Company and moved fo Elspet 
that capacity. He was transferred in 1808 10 
Spring Coulee, and then to Nobleford about 1855, 
‘where he continued fo operate as.a grain buyer 
Until his vetirement in 1984 ‘They continued #0 
live in Nobieford and Inene resuined her teach 
Ing eavoor at Noble Central Sehool asa teacher 





of Grade I. After Mac's death on September 23, 
{Ws8al the age of 77 years, Irene continued teach 
ing there for another. year before moving 
{cinbridge. om Leinbridge she commuted 
SiamgsideSehool, about seven miles out of 
ethbridge, She was Il for about three years 
before her passing on December 18,1964, at Tne 
‘ge of 67 years, She ie busted beside her husband 
in'Arenmoun Memorial Gardens in Letnoriage 

‘The etldren of Mae and Irene were Lucille 
Jean and Robert. Both Lucille and Jean were 
‘ora in the family home in Benalto with Jean 
Barton im attendance as midwife. Robert was 
tora in the Bassano Hospital while the family 
lived ‘at Countess. Lucile started schoo! In 
Countess and Jean Barton was her fst grade 
Teacher. Jean and Bob started school in Spring 
ouiee elle (now les. Wiliam Perry of Chin 
Atberia) Became a schoolteacher and taught for 
4 years, Her family consists of one daughter, 
Tybda, wo ives in Whitehorse, YT and three 
Sens, Kent. Donald, and Cameron, ail living in 
{te Coaldale area. Jean married io Welsh of 
Nobleford, who was a farmer. Prior to, her 
marriage’ she had attended Garbutl Business 
School in Calgary and bad. worked in 
Washington, D.C. inthe United States, for the 
British Government during the war She Nad (wo 
fhildren, Barbara and Barzy. She now lives In 
Calgats” Robert married dilleent Speaker of 
Lethbridge, where they stil reside. Hob was‘3 
rember of the Lethbridge City Police Foree for 
{number of sears, then srs deputy warden at 
ihe Lethbridge Provinelal Gaol After a ime he 
left his postion to become assistant manager of 

pital Furniture i Lethbridge. They had four 
fldren: Sandra, living in Calgary cone git 
Who dled in Infancy Kevin, a radio announcer 
InWinnipeg; and Cary, living at ome 

‘To Jack and Mae SieKencie, only one child 
was bora, a Son, Gordon. He enlisted and served 
lime tm the Navy during the last wat, He was 
Imarried to Joyee Noble of Calgary in 195, and 
they have thee fine sans. Jack passed away’ in 
W5E. T have continued fo live in Calgary since 
that time, 


MELITA SCHOOL — by Annie 9 Simpson 

"The North-West Territories Gazette Vol, 23, 
records the date of the establishment of the 
Matta Schoo! District, No. 1836, of the North 
West Territories, as February 10, 196, Ia the 


Alberta Gazette, Vol. 2— 1B, 1s recorded that 
permission to borrow SIO00 for the purpose of 
Feccing the site, pulding a senoot house, erecting 
Woodhouse and other outbulldings was given on 
July 28 106 

‘The sehoal was located on one gere of land of 
‘me SW 6:38-2.05, which had been donated forthe 
purpose by the fate Isaae Johnson, hen living 
[Ess than half of a mile north of the school site 
This ovas a. central location for the several 
famites svho had children of school age. In the 
‘eeords of the Department of Bacuation, the ds 


telet was named Melita, after a gist named 
Melita, who bacame ine first secretary 

ireasurer of the district. However, according to 
Information received from the late Isaac Jon 

Son's son, Lester Johnson, the name Mela Was, 
chosen from_a list of names sent oUt by The 
fgoverament, This would seem more probable, ¢S 
fot one of the early setlers interviewed has 
beard of anyone inthe surrounding area named 
Melita 

“The Matehetts, who lived onthe southside of 
Eckuilie, bull the school. John Warwick hauled 
Dullding material by team from Red Deer, and 
perhaps some of the lumber was aso purchased 
Rom sawmil whieh sas a operation west of 

Tho frst school board consisted of Messrs 
‘allam Wylie, Erederiek Woodmaney’and Isaac 
Johnson, with Mr. R. Abel a5 the secretary 

‘There are no written records of any kind 
avallable, but according to information gained 
from the early residents, the frst puplis were 
nal and Mary Koskinen, Robert Wylle (ow in 
the US.) Orrin Wylie (nos a farmer in the 
Benalto district, Viola Wylle (Mes. Max Ligh 
bown now of Svivan Lake), Ella Wylle (Mrs, 
Peter Carile of Happy Hii), Emma Wuoblo 
(che late Mis. B. Nlemela, Bevalto, upnemia 
Hietaia. (the ate Mrs. Le Kingsep, of 
Summerland, B.C), Henry Hilctala (a farmer in 
‘he Eekville district), David Falconer, Kate 
Kel, Davie, Philmore and’ Lester” Johnson 
Harry, Gordon and Earl Trimmer (ho resided 
with their grandparents, the Tsaae Johnsons), 
Ta ho (Laught school ia Finland afterwards), 
Lizzie Kosh! (the late Mrs, Kerila, of Beko) 
Bier, Mamie, Carle, Matt, Ada Kelaputas 
(Matt "of Silvan Lake, “Elmer and. Charlle 
eceased, Mamle now Mrs. Charles Holcka. of 
Nancouver and Ada Proudler of Vietoria, B.C), 
Waltzed Kujala (a farmer in the Kuusamo ai 
ftiet untl his death), Lilian and Mary Kuala 
(deceased), Emil. Mattson (larmer in. the 
Kuusamo district), George Matisan (deceased), 
Seima Ropsfelt (ihe late Mrs. R- Kangas of 
Hespero), Selma Pitkanen, Luella, John and 
Kasper MeCarde 

‘Some ofthese pupils were from the Kuusamo 
district and attended Melita School for only 8 
Short perioa of time. When the new Kuusamo 
Schoo! was bult at's more cental oration they 
began attending school there Instead of at 
Matta. 

"The first teacher at Melita School was Miss 
Annie MeGregor (the late Mrs, Oswela Ferhan, 
‘o Eekeille wo taught there for two years. She 
fecelved her teacher training at the Provinclal 
Normal Sehoo! at ‘Puro, Nova Scola in J801 and 
4902, and came othe Wes, to oln her friend, the 
Inte’. J. Kili, who was then tachi at 

‘in amusing incident oceuered when Miss 
McGreger was teaching at Melita School, Me 





Witte, a trusee, ha the occasion to write Mss 
MeGrogora etter, nviting her to accompany the 
{amily on plenieo Syivan Lake. Ske answerea 
the letter promptly, but, by mlsake, sent him 
{he wrong fetter love letter written to her by 
her" fiance, Mir. Forhany regarding thelr 
fortacoming. marriage. Great was her em: 
barrassment when Mr Wylie retard the letter 
fo her In person. 

Following ‘Miss MeGregor many teachers 
served the Melita schoo, but one especially, Mr 
‘TM MebonaldUlterof Boule eta laste 
imprint on the memories of his pupils He taught 
at Melts frst nthe summer months of 912 In 
Tanuary of 114 he enrolled In the Calgary Nor. 
inal Schoo but returned Yo Aelita in June, and 
Continue teaching there unt 198, He initated 
exchange ‘sofsll games. with, luebell_and 
‘Kuusamo Schools. The boys were taught How to 
‘ake excelent bows end arrows fromm nea. 
bisen trees, Tse would shoo! true for 100 fet, 
‘it thet use onthe schoo! premises was nol can: 
neo augments salary a 8 ear, 
MeDonaié “engaged. in several sideline. oe 
Cupations, along with his teaching. He sold In 
Sufance and ass did considerable “butchering” 
‘To the delignt of his pups, he would often ds 
nls schoo a 4:00 p.m. oon occasion, even a 
ito to attend to there other duties, On one 
cccasion he lsmissed sooo! early because of 
Phreatening storm, and seat the ehdren home, 
T'was well he dd, forthe children, while st 
‘thin lt oe soot, saw the ighiing strike 
the brie chimney, shater f, and'strew bricks 
‘AV over the ground. The stove inside the school 
‘as algo badly damaged 








With none of the old registers or secretary's 
minutes available, Ic is impossible to accurately 
list the teachers who have taught at the Melita 
School throughtout the years. So often the 
Schools were closed forthe winter months, with 





classes held only in the summer, and sometimes 
Several teachers wold be hired to teach during 
‘ne schoo! term. Among those whom Thave beet 
Sble to determine taught a the Melita School for 
ttee or mone years tere: Mr. J. MeDonal, 
Mr. Wiliam ‘Code, Mr Willlam . Davidson, 
Mrs. Alma Sterling, Mr Earle Fares, rs, Bar 
bara Goedlcke, Mrs, Laura Holsworth, Mrs. An 
tle Simpson, Airs. Dorothy Periche and Mrs- Ar 
fis Bramall, The Melita Schoo! Dstset, a sch, 
‘vas terminated and the Alberta Gazette, Val. 3 
Ii, records the change of name to ihe Benallo 
Schoo! District, No. 148, as of June , 184. Many 
Of these teachers, of course, served after thls 
change was made 

“The school buliding Itself was aot completed 
when school began in ihe fall of 1908, The puplis 
at on planks placed on top of empty nal kegs, 
land their slates were used on planks serving a 
desks. Texts wore few and Included those In 
arithmetic, grammar, geography and the 
feaders, The sehool was heated by's square box 
Stove whieh often proved tobe inadequate in the 
‘wintertime. The Janitorial work was done by the 
Teacher or pupil. 

"The students were of various grades and 
abililes. Some had attended school previously 
flther a Kuusamo or inthe United States, but 
‘most of them began in Grade 1. Te schol fer 
Was not the regular 10-month one as we have 
ow, but depended on”the weather and the 
Avaliable teseher supply. Puplls often attended 
School in July and Augusi. The attendance itselt 
teas sporadic, asthe need for an education Was, 
bby many, not considered of prime importance, 
and the Transportation af ehllaren to the school 
Was offen a problem, fon, Walter Johnson stated 
that he had attended schoo! for 220 days in five 
{ears — only 22 days in one of those years! The 
Welles came across country two miles by horse 
and "stone boat", Walfted Kujala related how 
they drove amule.and's homemade cutter 12 
School and lodged the mule in the woed-shed du 
lng senoo! hours Te mle often chewed tough 
the tlerope, then wandered home by hmeet, 
leaving the children stranded, £0 they would 
have 0 walk the five miles Rome Jenste Wood: 
‘rane nada novel method of getting to schoo! 
She rode ina sleigh pulled by a big black and 
‘white dog for her two and one hat ale 1p. Mr 
Hyvonen related how he, to, used a sled to 
fansport Ms son, Olva, to school It was at 
{ached by-a larlat to the saddle of the horse 
‘which he himeelt rode to the shoal 

Discipline In. those early” days was more 
rigorous than iis now. Some ofthe pups were 
Dent om misetiet and would "gel the sirap 
almost every day, However, some of the 
Teachers used siigtiy diferent methods of cor 
poral punishment. Ass Coughlin taught several 
Piively" boys, among them Fred and Ted 


























Helikinen, ‘fed Johnson, and Olva Hyvonen. 
‘These boys she would send as a body, across the 
fence to the willow patches with the command, 














out yourself a gad.” They did, and on their 
retura, she would forthwith administer the 
punishment 

Fighting among the boys was common. One 
loyal ad saved hs brother from a forthcoming 
pn knife wound by hurling ariel a the offend 
fig party, thereb. rendering him unconsclous, 
Use gophers and dead mice placed in the desk 
trawers of teachers, especially the female ones, 
ded exeltement to the day- On ane occasion the 
two Timmer boys, aged 10 and 12 years, brought 
{o'sehol two real steshooters, vihieh they Rad 
brought with them from the United States. The 
fring pins often jammed as they Would shoot ive 
bullets at targets as well a af each other — a 
‘ope of Russian roulette, whic, miraculously 
ine tragie results! 

Recreation was not forgotten. During the 
tiaters skating was enjoyed on a nearby pond. 
Ball games were common during. the warm 
feather as well as various otter outdoor games 
Shmetinies the ball teams of one schoo! would 
ompete with those of another school. After afew 
fears the well at the Melita school became in 
este with gophers, andthe puplls eagerly vied 
forums to make the noon hou trp tothe wea 
birfarm ofthe late Swan Anderson for thelr dally 
pul of water, Dances ia the early years were 
ea tthe school, not to mention the traditional 
Christmas conceris, a highight of the yea. 

"The Melita Sehool Distrtet had Several inen 
and women who devoted many years of thelr 
lime to belng.aeeretaries or trustees of the 
‘chool, Among the secretaries were Messrs. 
bey rr dW. Slack. (who for many years 
fervedsimulianeously as eeretary-treasurer of 
the Melita, Kuusamo, and Evaris schools. He 
fallected the schoo! taxes, which were about $10 
{oi00 a year per quarter section of land.) V. 
Buchanan, J. Simpson and Mrs. F, ‘Barkan, 
‘Among the trastees Were: I, Johnson, W. Wyle, 
Pr Weodmancy, A. Hubtala, 1. Hyvonen, J 
Warwick, P. Niskanen, J. Holiginen and 5. 
Tadorson At the me the Melita Sehoot Distt 
twas transfered ino the Rocky Mountain Shoo! 
Division, No. 15, on October 1b, 1837, the school 
board eonsisted of Mrs. Emma Kinga, Everett 
Nielsen, and Guy Baran, with A. Norfon as 
feretary. Subsequently, with Is transfer to the 
ed Deer School Division, No. 38, on December 
40,195, and 10 the Red Beer County No. 2, on 
Tanuary 11968, Mr. George Sterling has served 
‘ oflclal trustee. 

he district of Benalto, whose name the 
school later acqulted, was tamed, about 181, by 
[TCPR surveyor during the time the ral Ine Was 
Brit throug to Rocky Mousteln House. "Ben 
Nevis" is Scotch for "nil™, and "Alto" Is Latin 
for “high” hence the mame, as Benalto Is 
‘uated on a hill everloking the CPR tracks 

"The new Benalto schoo, Itself, was ullt by 
Waterman’ and. Waterbury, ‘contractors trom 
Regina, "The schoo! was 'a frame building 
covered with insul-brick siding, with the 











materlals supplied mostly by the Atlas Lumber 
Company’, of Benalto, The frst teachers to serve 
{nthe new school were Laimle Maki and A. 
Franklin Van Horae. 1 was during that year, 
418G8 1899, that the teachers and thelr classes 
planted the Russian poplars, which are now such 
ffiectve shade Tres, on the eastside of the 
School 

"In i952 the Kuusamo School was centralized 
at Benaifo, whieh required the bullding of (v0 
‘more rooms, Mrs. Laura Holsworth and Mrs. 
Barbara Goedicke were added to the teaching 
Stal Tn 1954, ith the adeltlonal centralization 
ot Diamond Valley school, a'room in the base 
tment was converted to classroom and Mrs. A 
hle Simpson Joined the staff. 01d Hola, New Cen, 
trevilly New Hil, and Happy Hill were cen; 
{alized in I8st and Evarts School in 1988, and 
Mrs, Dorothy Periehe was added "o the statt 
the. 

{2961 withthe adaitlon of Mr. van Jenkins 
plus ar. Alia Sterling, who had commenced 
feaching in ‘Benalto in’ 1940, and Me. Earle 
Farris, who had begun in 184i, the staff was 
‘enlarged to ste members with instruction In 
‘Grades 11010. In the intervening vears between 
{0-106, Grades 2 fo-10 or 11 had been taught 
During tts time the students in Grades 11 oF 12 
had eompleted ther education, for the most part, 
tthe Lindsay Thurber Composite High School it 
Red Deer, and inthe period 1858 fo 163 had been 
Supplied transportation there by a county Dus. 
198) the Grade 9 and the high school students 
began attending syivan Lake Sehol and were 
provided with abus for tis purpose. Atthis time. 
fe Benalto Sehool reverted again to teaching 
nly Grades I to & and ta four classrooms. BY 
868, with decreasing enrollments, only three 
oom were in operation With the Teirement of 
Mrs. Alma Stering in 2971 the school reverted (0 
{ro rooms, in whieh Grades 1 {06 are now belng 
taught, The present staff consists of Me. Anat 
Simpson and Mrs. Ardis Bramall 

"The Superintendents who have served the dls- 
taict ares Mr. Boyee, Mr. Dwyer, Mr Gibson, 
Ms. MeLean, Mr L. Thurber, Me, 1. R. Ross, 
Mr. E- Barnes, Mi. A. F. Deverall, Mr. E. Read, 
Mr. $A, Lindstedt Mr. RV. MeCuliough, and 
Me H. Hall 

‘Many former students of the schoo! have 
achieved recognition in thelr various walks of 
life, The “tle red school Rouse” has done ts 
work Wel 


‘THE EVERETT NIELSEN FAMILY OF 
BENALTO 

‘verett Theodore Nielsen, son of Ole and 
Eieabeth Nielsen, Was born In Wall Cy, TOW’, 
USA. in 168. He came with bis farnlly (0 
‘Sankaichewan in 1901 [n 1813, the family moved 
fo the Evarts district and farmed where Elmer 
Loyeks now farms. 

in 1898, he married the former Lilian 
Nielsen, daughter of John and. Anne Marie 











Nielsen. She was born in Nebraska, U.S.A. in 
4. Her family moved to the Olas district in 
4902. They moved to the Milner district in 204, 
{hen moved to Bellingham, Washington, US. 
In 1912 tn 194, they moved back to Alberta and 
‘made thelr home in the Benaito district. The 
lumber for thelr home In this district eam trom 
the old Everts Hotel 

‘Atler thelr marriage Everett and Lilian 
moved to New Westminster, B.C, where helt 


Sn, Lorne Melville, was borh, They came Dock 
tothe Benalto. district the following year 
‘esiding on the Frank Jenkins place, 


ow med 
bby Will Richmond, Later they lived on Ihe 
Charile Jenkins place, now owned ‘by 
Mebride, where Everett rented the land 


1 1982, they moved to the town of Benalto, 
purchasing the property ot Mr. MekKanna. Here 
Everett went ino the genoral trucking business 
and had the bulk service for British American 
Ott later Gulf of Canada. 

‘everett lked playing ball and was the 
catcher for the Benalto team, He enjoyed cur 
ing, being one ofthe frst curlers in Benaito, For 
several years ne owned a threshing machine and 
swith hs crew threshed for farmers in the dis 
Uoiet. He played in the Markerville Band, 

"Everett's son Lorne s better known as “Tun 
le", geting thls nickname from the forme 
Frank Jenkin, after Gene Tunney, the boxer, 
LLorae attended sehoot at Melita unl the Benalts 
School was bull. He went to High schodl in 
Dickson and’ Red Deer. He worked. with his 
father In the trucking and gas business until his, 
father retired in 1st, In 194 they ull a garage 
and for some years had a general garage st! 
Vice, From 957 the late Arthur Bowman was 
‘mechanic untl his passing in 195, In 196 they 
purchased the farm trom Carrie Nielsen, wife ot 
Dewey Nielsen, this being the Yarm ot John 
Nelsen, From’ 1847 to 10 Everett, Lome, 





Laurel Nelsen and Earl Parris had an orchestea 
and played for dances inthe alstrct, 

‘In 1850 Lorne married the former Lucy Vie, 
‘daughter of Eagar and Marie Vick of the New 











ill alstrict, Luey attended schoo! st Hazel Delt 
and New Fil No? schools and high schec a St 
Soseph’s Convent In. Red ‘Deer. Prior to het 
marriage she worked at the Imperial Bank of 
Canada in Eekvie. They but their home on he 
broperty of tne late Mi, Buchanan, ‘They have 10 
ellen, skx sons, Larry, Terry, Lelie, Rap, 
Glen and Jett ana four daughters, Wendy, Bren 
dda, Lorna and Dianne, Brenda was mattied 10 
Peier Dawley in 1W15 and is Uving In Prince 
Gears, BC 

Tn 188, a daughter, Lorraine, came to lve 
with Everett and Lillian Lorraine took all her 
Schooling in Benalio, then went to work Inthe 
Imperial Bank of Canada in Red Deer. In 155, 
she married Norman ‘MeKensle of Red Deer 
Norm isa chartered accountant and fas his own 
business in Rea Deer, In 173, Norm was prest 
dent of the Red Deer Chamber of Commence and 
is now a'Red Deer Alderman, They have two 
daughters, Debra and Sandra. ‘Debble. was 
‘married in October, 1917 to Jim MeCuteneon, son 
‘of Doug MeCutehean of Svivan Lake. 


NIELSEN, THE HAP FAMILY—by Betty 
Nielsen 

1, Betty Nlelsen, have lived In Benalto most of 
ry life, Tvas bora in Red Deer on February 22, 
194, (See WA. Holsworth history) lived on & 











farm three miles from Benalto forthe first two 
years of my lle. After a three-year stay at Tees, 
Tiny parents operated a store there), we moved 
Dack'To Bena to a farm on the east ede of 
‘oven when I was five-years od 

‘My’ carlest memories of Benalto are the sta 
where my grandparents (Norions) ved, 
Sanda wonderful Rand pump on the ifehen cup: 
board; ihe tran with al ts steam, nose and bus. 
et and he horses al the station hauling the 
freight. [also remember the board sidewalks 
land losing pennies and once quarter, down the 
rake. 

‘Ab school, we felt very smug, a our school 
vwas the only one for miles aroind with indoor 
Plumbing. T-went to the Benalto Senool trom 
Grade ito 11 and then to the Red Deer Com 
poste High School for Grade 12. My teachers 
Were Mrs. Sterling, from Grades 1 to 6 and Mr. 
Farris for Grades’? fo 1.1 spent many happy 
hours playing ball and rehearsing plays 

‘Afler completing Grade 12" fook nurses 
tealang for tree years at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital In Edmonton. t then nursed for 170 
yeas at the Blood Indian Hospital at Cardston, 
Miberta 

‘On December 27, 1957 l married Hap Nielsen 
trom Glenwood. After living in Calgary for 2 
short time then in Taree Hills for several years, 
We returned to Benalt Tnursed atthe Bekville 
Hospital for one year. We then built ahouse on & 
wooded acreage on my parents! quarter and 
near their home, Hap did ol construction work 
for about six years and then he went Into 
business for hsell—"Hap’s Construction” 

‘We nave five children? Arthur 1, Ann'15, 
Elizabeth 13, Mary I, and Christine 10 years ola 
Quite often the younger ones ask where they wil 

re when they are grown up. For them iis hard 
tolmagine any place better than Benalto. To be 
Honest, can't imagine any place better, either! 

















NIELSEN, LAUREL AND MARY 
In 188 the Nelsen farally moved from Dun 
urn, Saskatehewan tothe family rane south of 
vars, Alberta The family as made up of Mr 
and Mes. Nielsen, ‘May, Everett, Orlle, tin 
brotpers, Murle and Myron, Laurel and Roy 
Later, tie family’ moved to Benalto where they 
have resided ever since. Laurel and Rey were 
fngaged ina farming partnerstip for some 
(On July 24,1968 Laurel and Mary Palm were 
married in Red Deer, Mary was the youngest 
daughter of John and Eva Palm of Syivan Lake, 
‘aural became involved in construction work. 
‘One Son, Gary, was born in 1949. He took his 
education in Benalto and’ Sylvan Lake. Gary 
works inthe sheet metal trade and is employed 
at Pincher Creek. ‘Gary and his wite, Karen, 
ave two children, Lorl Ann and Derren James 
Traurel has been aetive inal sports including 
hockey, baseball and curling. Hes a member of 
the Blks Lodge No. 40, a member ofthe Benalto 














Agriculture Society and a member ofthe Benalto 
Caring club. For several years, Laurel has been 
the caretaker of the loa! curing rink, 

‘Mary Is @ member of the Royal Purple and 
te Benalto Ladies Alo. Her interests centre 
around her nome and famlly, plants, her yard, 
4nd eraftwork. For two years, Mary worked Ih 
the Bekville Post Otte Next shewas employed 
{or one year by Don Wiles in hs general store in 
Benalto. Mary worked for seven Years (or G:F 
Lougheed in his Benalto store, 

aurel and Mary celebrated thelr 2510 wed. 
ding anniversary on July 24, 1973. Their fail 


land friends put on a program and dance in the 
Benalto Community Hal Laurel and Mary are 
looking forward to enjoying their retirement 


years in Benalo 








ELSEN, MYRON — by Barbara Nielsen 
Myron’ Nielsen was bora, in Dundurn, 
Saskatchewan. In 1919 he moved to the Barts 
district with his folks. "They Bought the SE 438 
15, callea the Island feanch, This arm consisted 
of Aine quarters of grain and hay land. They 
Brought @ large herd of good quality Hereford 
fate, horses, machinery, 8 model T Ford and & 
Maxwell ear, 

Myron fished his schooling at Evarts. Inthe 
spring of 188 he bought and moved to the John 
Woods place, SE: 20-5826. He worked of The 
rallroad at Benalto fora few years, also on road 
Work and bridge work. In 1987, Miron married 
Barbara Murphy ofthe Diamond Valley distrlet, 
We have four children: Virginia registered 
furs, trained atthe Raval Alexandra Hospital 
In Edmonton. She nugsed at the Edmonton and 
ed Deer hospitals. She married Marvin Prien 
ot New Sarepta, and they have two elldren, Gall, 
land Ross. They farm af New Sarepta, 

Wayne was a cowboy and followed the rodeos 
for a few years. He then managed a garage in 
Ontario, then took to trucking, going through the 
States. Wayne fs married and has one daughter, 
Cindy. 

































































‘rout Mon, Barbera and Raymond. Taken 972 ™* 


Mervyn worked in a garage at Sylvan Lake 
fora few years, He Is now a fed supervisor for 
‘an oll company. In 1858, ne married Penny Ga. 
ton, and they havea son, Randy. They live on an 
acreage east of Red Deer, 

‘Raymond lives at Rome and attends school at 
Sylvan Take. Tn 1962; We sold the tarm and 
bought a house in Benaito. Myron worked out on 
construction jobs at Red Deer and out west | 
Worked for Mr. Ralph Lougheed, atthe Benito 
Store for13 years and afer for Mand Mrs Jack 
Knowles. Gur efildren took all thelr earlier 
Schooling at Besalto, 


AARNE RAYMOND NIEMELA 

Tay. Mirela ee Doran ed Deer on uly 
1p iS the son Bio and Eimna (ube) 
Nena. He too his elementary education at 
the Mea Soho, nese Benaiov and Grades 9 
nai) Kuusamo: For ene Sear he sted 
fhotor mechanics at the Southern Aberin 
Teste of Teehotogy and Art Calgary in 
1935-1936. rn 

rom avery uly ag he was nected 
selene agriculture, sich proved ven to 
iepat, ap Be lat ster when sly Hears 
fide eeame he man of fe fas fom hen 
Sn ut ls meres expanded to embrace con 
minty rear se wel se he bustnes ot ang 
rine 

“he depression years were hapy times as he, 
along wth Howard and ed Soho, tok a 
{ere imand managed the Young People's Hal 
up, tne te spoesoshi of te Lopal Fans 
eeada They rlocdenmabimoney ats 
‘aplehatdwoad dance fe even th their 8 
eat adsnon charges. There was fn alae, 
feryone was welcome, a afendance was 





good. Very often the Roth family orchestra of 
ed Deer provided the miste 

‘A highlight of the Young People's group was 
tne operation of the STAR bal! elu, with Ray ae 
ting as manager. There was never'a shortage of 
players, rules were strict, and closely adhered 
{o. One season, 33 games were played, and only 
fone was fost. But, in 1989 war broke oat, men 
‘were called up, and a happy strong velatonsnip 
fame to an end 

Th the Winter Ray’ played hockey with the 
Palm Bay Hockey Club. on the lee af the Syivan 
Lake Northshore. He “aso. played. with the 
‘Benalto Hockey Club, These were the days when 
young fellows had to. depend on thelt own 
Tesources ‘and Ingenuity to. indulge in such 
Sports. Government handouts were, as yet Ur 
Known andthe boys, with their own’ hands, 
fteated ‘the facile’ whlch made’ thelr play 
possi 

But, after all, work Is the essence of a 
farmes's life, Ever at the foretront in adopting 
Drogressive methods. Ray, very ear, decided 
{hat the day’of the horse was nearly one; he 
bought nis frst tractor, a Twin ‘city, 3 plow 
‘chine, n 138, costing 860 new. Tt burned the 
oid Turner Valley naptha, or "skunk as", as 
Deople called it then. About the same time he 
ppurehased anew Chevrolet halon lc for 
S82, Obviously, that was when a dollar was stl 
Solar 

ora time, Ray ralsed registered Tamworth 
hogs, an operation he began in 1834, In 943, he 
also ‘began ralsing registered seed barley, an 
enterprise which became his prime interest, and 
he finally abandoned the nox project. His frst 
Sced project was wilh Ol barley, and. he 
Droduéed select'and foundation seed ofthis 
Variety for 0 years, For many years fe has 
‘erown registered seed of other varieties, as they 
‘Were presented the Robertson Associate Award, 
the highest distinction available to members of 
the Canadian Seed Growers’ Association. TAC 
award Is. presented to. members wi have 
{ulflea with conspicuous fidelity and success 
thelr obligations as members of the Associaton, 

Ray began with the ree-quarter sections of 
land that fad been his parents, Se 1233.3, 
SSW 7-th2.Wo and NE 1-0-3.W5, Over the yeors 
he enlarged his holding with the purchase of the 
following properties: in 186i from Mis, George 
Gliparick the SE. 130-5, in 19 from limar 
Hiyvonen the SW 12.385.W9, in 1946 érom Franie 
Jenkins the SW 8-9-2 W5 whichis now farmed by 
his son’Terry, tn 1946 From Matt Talson estate, 
52 acre portion of SE 7-302°W5, now owned by 
Ray's sister, Helen Johnson, 

Tn ‘addition, he’ nas leased the following 
parcels: from the Armstrong Bres. NW 138-3 W5 
{194 now owned by Harley Stamm: in 192 the 
SE'73e-2-W5 from the Matt Talson estate, in 194 
the SW 6.39..15 from Anna Fverliman, present 
Iy'owned by her nleces Marie Pijeau and Jose 
MeGrandle: in 94 the SW 1382.W5 trom James 





























Millar; tn 1948 the NY 





5.28.2.W5 from EL 
Nivkola; tn 2 the SE”31-382:W5 trom We. 
Holswort 

From the time when he beyan to take an a 
tive part in farm work until his marriage, ne 
tworked together with his mother and sister. In 
IMB he was mastied to Ea Helen Tgnatis, 
‘est daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Ignatus, 
From this time on, he took over as sole operator 
othe fare. 

itn was born on her father's farm home on 
July 2, 108, She took her publle school at 
Salina, and went to Rea Deer for her igh school 
[radudting in 1985. Prior to her marriage, she 
‘rasemployed in the offie ofthe Central alberta 
Dalry Bool in Red Deer. To ther were born two 
fhildten, Dorinda Marlene, bern March 24,137, 
Sind Tertanee Raymond boon July 22, 1838, helt 
faughter married Albert Hetala in 1888 and they 
fave two children, Bonnie Marie and Tevor Lee 
‘Their son Tesry married Marilyn Kubik in 1873 
fd they have one daughter, KarvtLyan Alane 


‘Since 1970, Terry has been an active partner 
with is father 

‘Over the years, the Niemela’s have benefitted 
from the work of many” eapable hired men and 


‘niende 

‘odern faclites have gradually changed the 
nature of farm life and work since the early 
Years, The first telephones came the Year ot 
Ray's birth, 191 Service was Improved siowly 
land in March 1087 the present day underground 
fable system was competed, ellminating te ad 
party lines, Electricity was. brought in by 
Gaigary Power Lta in 104 Natural gas service 
‘same tothe farm in 1972, Now, the modern farm 
homes ofthe district enjoy all he amenities peo 
le used to associate ony with ely homes, 

The farm dwelling self, has undergone a 
verltable transformation. ay and Falth started 
{hele married ie Inthe house which included the 


Some of whom have become lifelong 





old Wuoblo homestead, later enlarged and 
Semodeled, and finally in 1969, they moved Into 
ihetr present fuly-moders house, designed DY 
themselves, and built by Four Star Construction 
of Rest Dee 

"The actual work also has been transformed, 
thanks, In part to modem labor saving im 
provenients. When Ray began selling registered 
Seed, for example, he had to bag by hand as 
‘ch a: 20000 bushels In @ season and sew the 
Tacks the old, slow way. Now thelr chore is 
Gucky done by means of an electric hand sew 
ihe maenine 

‘Formerly, seed-cleaning was done on a 
custom baste by Mr. Carl Sestrom® now, It 1s 
lone by their son's oun modern mobile unt Bin 
fing and weighing Is now done in thelr ov 
‘llaing with their om seales, capable of har 
ling truckioads up fo 40 tonnes 

“Gommuntty affairs have always been of great 
fnnerest fo Ray and Ealth and thle family. Bath 
‘vas Benalto 4 Clothing and Garden Club's 
Jeader for several years, and has given 10 Years 
Service to the Girl Guides of Canada, Ray was 
‘chalrman of the Bullding comrnittee atthe time 
‘of the erection ofthe Benalto Corsmaunity Halls 
{62, and the curling vink in 1983. He has served 
as leader of the Henalto 484 Grain Club for 
hhumber of years. He was also chairman of the 
Finance comitee for the bulding of he Sylvan 
ake: Memorial Presbyterian Chuteh in 1916. 
Krom 10111907 ne served as an advisory 
member an the Agricultural Service Board for 
{he County of Lacombe Thirty ears he has been 
8 director of the Benalto agricultural Society 
Several of these as president At present, he Is 
‘hatrman of the local board of the Provinclal 
Agricultural Development Committee, for the 
GSunty of Lacombe: Since 1849 he has been 
‘rector of the Eckville Rural Eleetilestion 
Association 

‘With all the busy activities of farm and com 
unity come many sllsfactions and pleasures, 
‘well as aching backs and tired muscles. They 
“aways look upon seeding time and harvest as 
{imes of special contentment and reward, Lunen 
{nthe mde of the bounty of harvest satisles the 
{earnings of the sol aswell as the hunger ofthe 
Body So tis witha the many busy demands of 
Ife: Serving as Eiger for the Church also 
Satisties the human desire fo fo something for 
fne's fellow man, So-does thelr comtinulng in 
‘olvement in such organizations as Club Fintan 
fla, whleh they lke to keep up to malataln the 
oninection with Meir ancestral roots, however 
ouch they. love to. think of themaelves 25 
Canadians, Lite demands service and commit 
iment, but i! bestows satisfaction and content 
ment 














A FARMER'S FAITH — Author Unknow 
Toelieve in farming as a way tolive and make a 
iiving 











{believe in the dgnlty of my work. I want no 
man's patronage, 

Preaching or pity 
‘elleve in my’ soll Tt will reward me in propor. 
ton tothe thought, 

Tavour and love f give I 
1 believe in myself. My success depends on me 
‘move than weather, 

Tuck oF laws 
1 Delleve in mi’ neighbors, My community, lke 
my soll turns to me 

as T give ft 
{believe in co-operation, in thinking for myselt 
and geting with my 

Tellows, 
T believe that only a united agriculture ean in 
sure justice and prevent 

‘mequallty, 
1 believe th education, The more T know the 
freater my ability to 

‘seize opportuniles to be happy’ 
insist that my ehlldren be enabled to learn tobe 
useful, Intelligent 
1 believe in conservation. 1 will leave a better 
farm than | tok 

helleve that ving Is the most important job in 
the worta and I mean 

to plan my work so that my family and myselt 
wt Rave the time 

and means to enjoy life, 
Lace the years ahead with confidence hope and 
cheer ij 
1 believe tn myself, my fellow men and a 
Supreme Being 
Thelieve in farming 








MEMELA, EINO 

'Eino Sever! Nlemela was born in Weslabt, 
‘Onkemakd, Finland, on October 21,180. He im 
‘migrated fo Canada tn 1912, making his home 
Hrs in the Rocky Mountain House afea, finding 
whatever work was available for wiling hands 
land's clever mind, 1914, he worked fora time 
At the coal mines in Nordegg. 

He Tater worked in the United States for 
short while, finding employment in the mines at 
Anaconda, Montana, But, Canada lured: him 
back, and’he took up land in the Oras aistrct, 
Settling on SWW!-34:386,V5, Eno Possessed an 
extraordinary skill with axe and Broadaxe, On 
his homestead he bullt vo Snely crafted, sib 
stantial og bulldings with wooden dowels, using 
ho alls whatever, Tues bulldings were made to 
Tasts both were later moved fo his farm at 
Benalto, where one Is still in ogular Wse as 
‘Eranaty, and ls solid asever. Initone ean see the 
Shirt fttng of the logs, an azt whieh is prac 
Healy unknown today 

'By 1, he had made the aequaintance ofthe 
‘wuobio family, north of Benato, He worked for 
the Wuobios on the farm, and that Year married 
Mtr daughter Emma. She id nat wish to move 
{oils place at Oras, as she was the only child and 











id not wish to leave her parents. Since she had 
‘come with ner parents to settle on tls place, and 
had ben part of the local community, she was 
Feluetant fo leave, Eino sold hs farm a Oras, 
land. purehased trom Mr. W. E. Payne, the 
‘quarter south of hs father indaw's place, NE: 
Ban, 

Ta 1919, together with Mr, Wuoblo, ne 
purchased Sw1-392.15 from ME. Max Bitine, 
‘The farming operation was beginning fo expand 
and prosper. Meanwhile, he had been busy with 
his ttusty axe, grubshoe, and four horse team, 
Soon had hie own quarter entirely cleared, and 
Under cultivation, The land proved fertile and 
productive, and he raised exceptionally good 
raps of wheat those eariy years 

‘iso in 198, thelr only am Ray was born, He 
sullarms the same land and sti finds equally 
fertile and' productive, The old settlers chose 
wel 

Th 1918, Elno's motherindaw, Mrs. Wuobio 
died, 2 victim of the Spanish influenza, Mr 
‘Wuobia passed on in 1922 

Tn 1022, a daughter Helen was born. She, too, 
has lived ail her lite the same comminity: she 
[snow Mrs. Howard Johnson, and Ives on Ret 
wn farm just one mile noth of her ehidngod 
home 

The year 1925 was another milestone tn the 
family’s. progress: they. bought thelr frst 
ulomopil, a Chevrole! touring ear. The modern 
age had truly hogun! 

"By 190) the Niemela’s were ready to enlarge 
‘he ola famlly nome, whieh had been bul by Mr. 
‘Wuoblo. To the oninal frame bullding a four 
oom addition was bul, making @ comfortable 





































roomy house. Tis adaltion was built on contract 
by Mr A, Sieluback of Rocky Mountain House 
for $1,000. 

The “Dirty ‘Talrtles” were a aifieult period 
for the Nlemelas, as they were forall farmers 
‘According to family records, here are some of 
fhe prices seceived for farm produce at that 

1S dozen eggs brought 88¢ in 1988, 

41 spring chickens, total welght 238 pounds 
brought $1180 an average price of 5 per pound 

‘Other prices were. comparably ow. These 
were hard years, but hard work and Tift saw 
the farmers tough them, Just as these qualities 
haa stood ther tn good stead during those frst 
sears of settlement 

‘Mr. Bino Nlemela died on June 2, 1983, aged 
it years. Heis rememberedby alltocal people as 
man of rather quel dispesition, one. who 
{hinded his own business, and dia nt interfere in 
fhe affairs of others. He left his wife Emma, 2 
fon of 13 and a daughter of 11 to operate the 
Extn, Emma Niemela capably managed and 
operated the farm with the asistance of her 
tthidren and hired help. Struggling through 
llepression years, despite costly mistakes, she 
tas able to keep the family farm in operation 

The family grew in number, when Helen 
married a neighbor's son, Howard Johnson, (n 
165, and In the following year, 185, Ray also 
‘mated a local girl, Faith Tgnatlus, 

mma, retiring off the farm in 187, moved to 
sylvan Lake. She bought, Port Dover, on sth 
Street East, whieh she sald in 194, A new home 
twas bull on 2nd Street South West, where she 
Tesided nil er passing, August i964. She Is 
buried in the Kuusamo Cemetery 

Tn her retirement years, she fook a keen In 
iets charenacteg and eeted mah 

‘sure from ner grandchildren, Faye Johnson, 
Borinda and’ Terry Niemela 


NIEMELA, TERRANCE RAYMOND 
"Terry vas born in Eckl, JULY 12,1918, Hs 
public sehooling was taken In Eekille, and for 

















his high school, ne attended the Red Deer Com 
postte High School. After graduation, Terry took 
E'iwo year course in Agriculture, at the Olds 
Agricultural Voeational College, graduating in 
ee 








‘Aller leaving college, Terry decided to farm 
with his dad, Ray Nlemela, in the growing and 
Telling of registerea seed gra, In 190, Terry 
purchased one of Carl Selstrom’s mobile gral 
leaners with when he did custom grain clean 
Ing in the community, a8 well as cleaning for 
himseit ands Daa. 

Tn 19. Terry met hls wife Marilyn (nee 
Kubik) of RR. No. 4) Eekvile: Marilyn tended 
the Condor and David Thompson High Sehool. 
{gta she took a Certified Nursing Aide Course In 
Calgary, graduating in August 1873 

‘Terry and. Marilyn were married on 
‘September 1, 1973 n Red Deer. They purchased 
mobile home, which they moved on to the 
iemela tarm near Benalto. Terry Is presently 
fhe fourth generation Tiving on the original 
\Wtobio homestead, whieh he now owns (SE 12 
BW) 

‘On Atigust 14,1914, thelr frst child was born, 
a baby gif! named Karri-Lynn Alane 

in the winter of 187473, Terry designed and 
bul a mew mobile grain cleaner. The new mil 
has a capacity fo handle from 12510229 bushels 
tf seed per hour, depending onthe type of seed It 
{ required to cles His old mil was S010 tO 
Marianne Farms (Staudinger Bros). 

"in 19, Terry and Marliyn hope io see thelr 
steel constructed bullding completed, that wil 
House their gratn cleaner, which Terry hopes to 
{se as a stationary seed processing plat. 

Terry and: Marilyn are both. communlty 
minded. Marilyn belogs to the Benalto Order of 
the Royal Purple, and ‘Tersy” belongs 10 the 
Benallo Elks Lodge No. 404. tn I9T@T Terry 
Served in the capacity of Exalted Fler of the 
Todge. 

















NIKKOLA, ELL AND FRANK — by. Sylvia 
‘Thorkman’(As old to me by Helo Exile) 

land Sank Nickola came to Canad in 1904 
‘vom thelr native land, Finland, ‘They spent 
Several years working Ia Eastern Canada before 
‘coming to alberta in J91l- During that winter 
they filed on & homestead jocated inthe Codner 
trea northeast of Rokey Mountain House 

Atter summer arrived they Teallzed thst most 
of thelr land was swamp and muskeg, whlch 

de clearing and breaking the Land impossible. 
Determined to get the tltiefor the land, they bali 
bulldings from loge close by, and also bought & 
horse and a cow. Homesteaders in those sears 














Ed and Frank were musicians so evenings on 
the homestead were often spent plaving the ac 
Cordian and organ, They were never lonely, for 
felghbors gathered at thelr home to spend the 
evenings singing and dancing. 

‘After three Years on the homestead and no 





way to dry up the land, they decided to move on 
Leaving thelr home in 14, they moved to the 
Kuusamo district, where they vented land from 
Mrs. lda Peterson, SE 4-292. for four years 
Mrs: Peterson passed away and the land was 
fold tothe, Burdlex family from te United 
Slates. Another move had tobe made, 

Tm Maren 1918 Ell and Frank bought the NW5- 
ga2.W3 from the CP, This was new land no 
bulldings or improvements, sa they decided to 
move ets bulldings off the Cdner homestead to 
Tete new proper 

‘Most of the winter was spent dlsmantiing the 
log bulldings, marking the logs, and loading 
them onto a CNR, fat ca at Coder They were 
then shipped fo Elspeth, then baled to the farm 
{abe set upto make ihe brothers a place to lve, 

“The following year they purchased the ad0n 
Ing CPR. quarter, the NE 5392W5, to make 
Ihe haf scctlon. tn the years that followed they 
‘alsed Shorthora cattle and Pereheron horses, 8 
‘wie they took great pride 

"EU and Hell Saha, daughter of Mr and Mrs. 
Sylvester Sana, were married Maren 13,1823 
They have one daughter, Hazel, who was bors 
April 1, 12h She ls married fo Bob Cosman of 
New Westminster, B.C. 

Elland Helm purchased Frank's share of the 
land. Frank made his home ina separate house 
{nthe yard unl hs passing In 1890 Te s Bed 
in the Kuusamo cemetery 

Farming in those years was done with horses, 
so the days were long and strenuous. Flt sti 
found time to help in community affalrs. He was 
the first secretary treasurer’ of the Mutual 
Telephone line, east of Eckvile. He was also on 
the board of directors on the Sambo Thresher 
(Company, of whieh there were 1d shareholders 

Tt passed away in March, 159 and Is buied 
tn the Kuusamo cemetery 

EL and Helm! ralsed two foster children, 
rene and Leonard Buren. Irene is matvied and 
ves in Wetaskiwin. Leonard is married and 
ves in Calgary 





— 








Helm continued farming alone untl October 
1s65, when she married Bill Erikkla. The 
Enikklas continued farming for several years 
before retiring and reating thelr land to Ray 
‘Niemaia. They stil ive onthe farm and are en 
joving thelr retirement, In 3975 they mage 8 tip 
to’ Finland, and have made several visits 12 
Wavious parts of Canada, 





THE PETER NISKANEN AND SWAN 
ANDERSON’ FAMILIES — by thele Grand 
‘daughters, Annie Simpson and Mildred Niemi 

‘Beter John Niskanen and Albertina Tikkanen 
were born in Kluruveden pitajassa, Kuopion 
Taanissa, Finland: he on September 25, 1888 and 
she on August 20, Is. Both families had lm 
Imigrated (0 the United Slates and Peter and 
Albertina were married on February 16,1801 
inter etanging their name to Kosh. A daughter, 
‘Ama Elma, was born to ther in Red Lodge, 
‘Montana on July 1, 10 








‘They lived in various places in Montana and 
Taaho for a number of years, but thelr nomadic 
lite was over when Peter eame to Canada 1919 
and bought the NE S688 WS, whieh Was To De 
thle homme for the remainder of thelr ives. At 
Peter farmed with oxen, but Tater bought 
Horses and raised thelr colts, 
‘Although Anna was an ony child, she was not 
lonely, for she hed a pony, named Ton, which 
sherode to visit nelghboring gia friends, and het 
parents had aot of company’as well. Thelrhome 
Sas used as an overnight stopping piace for peo 
ple travelling rom further west fo Red Deer. She 
[ttendeg Melita Sehol tothe end ot Grade 8, and 
{ora part of the time did the Janitor work at the 
School. With this income she bought large 
{itgored bureau, whieh is stil in the family 
Peter continued his farming operations alone 
unit 1877, when he rented the farm this new 
Sonindawi, Sven Anderson, selling the farm to 
him two years later. Although Peter and Alber 
tina Were separated in the later years, bath con. 
{nued to make thelr Rome onthe farm, with Ann 
and Sven. Albertina spent some of her time In 




















Montana, where most of her relatives lived. 
Peter became aeatile dealer, and rode 
througnost the county, buying and seing cat 
Had to help out on the farm uring the busy 

‘By 1928 Albertina’s health had become very 
oor, as she sfered from bolh Kdsiey aa heart 
Eliments She was cared for at-home by Ber 
Gaughter Anna until she passed away on 
December 2 1898, Peter also passed away at 
ome, on February’, 3982. Both were buried in 
the Kuusamo Cemetery 

"The story of our parents follows: 

‘ME SWAN ANDERSON FAMILY 

‘Sven Adolph Anderton was born on May 2, 
‘Wal in Polstorp, Sweden, the second youngest of 
large family In December, 1511, hls brother 
Abin, who wa already ving in Big Horn, Mon 
fana, U.S.A, sent Sven SW for fs tleket to 
America and’an extra $59 for spending money 

"Afler working on the rallroad for two years in 
Montana and South Dakota for $1.35 t0 $1.20 a 
day, Sven accompanied a coworker, Ole Rustan, 
to Kootuk in Apri, 181. Since Ole's brother was 
Talltoad section foreman in that area, Dad began 
‘working on the railroad, helping to ulld Th 
irade forthe tracks tobe laid west fo Nordea 
He soon became a section foreman, earning $2.20, 
2 day” 

‘Dad lived in an “engineer's shack", which 
was loeated about one mile north of the Number 
UW highway. Ht wae at thls time that Dad met 
Mother — when he would goto her home to buy 
ml, eggs, bread and butter {rom her parents 
In July Ils the shack was moved fo Benallo to 
ferve asthe sation, With 1615 belng avery wel 
Sean, the nestling high water moved the west 




















fend of the railroad bridge on the Saskatchewan 
River near Rocky’ Mountain House, and Dad was 
Dart of the erew sent out (o Fepalr the damage 
find clear away the debris floating down the 
‘ver, Dad continued work onthe ralroad unt 
December 195, when he returued fo the United 
States 

TAS’ @ result of Mother writing to Dad that 
Granddad wanted someone to fake over the 
farm, Dad Teturned to Benallo and they were 
‘married on April 24, 1817 in Feed Deer with 
Reverend Wollard ‘M. Ryan officiating, A 
ccharivart following thelr return from a two-day 
trip to Calgary, and a wedding dance on May tat 
the Socialist Hall, completed the festvitles, and 
then began the task of Dad learalng to farm — 
Xomething he had never dane! 

They first rented Granddad’s farm, but after 
two Years they’ bought lt Those frst few years 
Were difficult ones: paying $90, fora mare who 
fled, slong with the foal, when foaling: Mother 
fetting the fu in 818, when Dad was gone hn. 
fing (Mother would likely have died had i not 
been for the eare and kindness elven her by an 
tid bachelor, Ben Kestla, who happened to drop 
fn fon a visi Dad's" cial ines with 
frysipelas in 1921; Dad and we two daughters 
faving searet fever tn 1922; the complet loss of 
thelr 8 acres of erop destrovea by hall; andthe 
loss of @ horse who had got into a granary of 
‘wheat 

We gies, Annie and Mildred, were both born 
‘in Mhe Old house. Mrs. Tsaze Johnson was the 
‘midwife who delivered both of us. Mother had 
folie, and after falling to have it removed by 
fv trips to doctors in Montana, it was removed 
by Dr. Thatham in Edmonton, 

Visiting was done on a lelsurely basis in those 
days, and vas often combined with going fo have 
{steam bath, Atler the chores were done cit 
Whole family would leave on a Saturday night for 
{slende' Homes, sometimes as far asray as Pltcox 
(espero), witha team and democrat oF & 
Dobsled in the wintertime. After the baths The 
men would play Norwegian whist, the ladles 
would visit, and the children would sleep unt 
the wee hours of the morning, Social events of 
fany Kind were always fall aftr 

"im 1824 Dad and Mother Dought a "tin ize 
= 8'18m black, sde-curlained touring car for 
‘Si, Although Nother learned to dive, her div 
Ing days ended abrupliy whea she stepped on ihe 
‘wrong pedal as she was approaching the closed 
kate atthe end ofthe lane: Fortunately, The gate 
wasn't much ofa barricade, 20 no great Gamage 
tras done, except that Mother never wanted 10 
rive after that episode 

Ta the early days the grain was stooked or 
stacked after Being eut withthe binder: Prior £0 
497 Mother's records tell of Langer's coming 
thresh on the afternoon of October 28nd leaving 
tovgo to Hunala's on the evening of Octeber 26 
‘They had threshed 3072 bushels in all. They 
chatged free and onesalf cents 2 bushel for 




















threshing oats and barley and five cents for 
Wheat. The threshing bil came to S089 after 
Aleduciing a discount of three and one halt per 
“was in 1927 that Arnold was born, Mother 
and Dad were overjoyed to have a son, and we, t0 
have a baby brother. When he was about nine 
‘Months olde developed severe convulsions, and 
Was very tl fora time. This same year Mother 
4nd Dad purenased a brand new “glassed” or 
‘losed-in” blue Chevrolet coach car, costing 
SI0T5. twas one ofthe fest In the area, but our 
Ing ears soon beeame a thing ofthe pat, a8 peo- 
ple became accustomed tothe greater eomnfor of 
the closed.in ears. The evening af the day we got 
bur new 1927 Chevrolet we all went fo Liberty 
Hall to see a play directed by Henry Jokinen, 
‘Saaristo Laiset", We had previously seen two 
shows at Benalio; “Uncle ‘Tom's Cabin” and 
‘Lignthouse Nan In 1925 and 1995 
‘When Wwe were bables we were left at home 
with Grandad while Mother and’ Dad ent to 
ances, But as children we attended the dances 
at Elspeth Hall, and as young ladies we woulda 
{end the dances in Syivan Lake. Plenies at 
Svivan lake were regular Sunday occurrences, 
and the Christmas concert and school fairs were 
highlights of the years. nother highlight of our 
schooldays at Melita was the time we walked (0 
Jack Simpsons at Benalto.t0"lsten 10. King 
George V'speak on the radio. New Year's Eve 
Wasa gala Gelebration among neighbors. {twas 
the Finnish custom to melt fi (lead or solder) 
Ina long handled dipper. It was held tn the 
flrebox ofthe stove, and then plunged ito ata 
of cod water. ‘The resulting creation was then 
Stutled fo attempt te predict what te New Year 
‘would bring, ‘The Benalto Fair was another 
Highlight nthe community. To earn money for 
{his occasion we children picked weeds fromm the 
garden, for whieh Dad gave us 25 cents, and 
Granddad atways saw to it that sve had extra 
Spending money. When Grandmother was in the 
States she often sent us anew dress a wear, bot 
for the fair and at Christmas time, tf she dian’ 
send one, Mother had one made ior us. These 
were the days when we wore long underwear and 
dare home: knit stekings in winter. 3érs. John 
‘Kangas had'a mactine on which she wouid kat 
sfockings and’ mitts to order (or those who 
‘esired then 
ven the work sometimes became a social oc 
casion for the men. Most farmers had an ice 
house, used to Keep the milk, cream, and otter 
food products cold. ‘This was a pit iled with 
‘hunks of lee, insulated with sawdust, Neighbors 
‘would go together to eu blocks of lee trom 
Syivan Lake, load them onto bob-sleds and il 
the Ice house for each of the farmers. Firewood 
also had fo be eut and hauled from tre lots; and 
Again neighbors would work together, frst hat 
ing them and then cutting them int frewood, 
‘The resulting savdust was used inthe ice house 
“The education of thelr children was of prime 














Importance to Mother and Dad, All three of us 
Started schoo! in Melita. After Graded Annie and 
Mildred took ‘part of their high school in 
Kuusamo, ane completed i Im Red Dee. Times 
Were hard when we went away To Red Beet. ta 
1860" and 1851 eggs sold at five cenls a dozen, 
tiheat was worth cents bushel; fivegalon 
San of eream brought S10, pig was worth 33 
fd large cow would sell for is Stl, by mak 
ing eight to 11 cows, and by peronal sacrifice, 
fur parents managed to put abay enough mone 
fo'send us to school Annie took a one-year 
Seoretaral course at Garbutt' Business Coleg, 
8nd then she and aldred attended Calgary No. 
‘man Senool and became teachers, wien profes 
Som they nave followed for many years 

‘Matter, Dad and Arnold took thelr st hl 
day tn 184 when they went to Vancouver vist 
the Sundstroms and Wayne Heikkinen, Later 
they began making tegen tips fo Montana to 
Hist Felatives. and also travelled 19 
Saskatchewan," Wymoing, “Washington, and 
British Columbia, ‘Dad made trp back to 
Siveden in 851 ~ after an absence of 8 years — 
io" visit his five sisters and. two, brothers. 
Everyone was very surprised that Dad spoke 
ich good Swedish afer having been gone for 
0 

‘The’ years wont by quickly. Dad purchased 
more and and in 1885 bought is Hist tractor 
{om Jack Sunnel fora team ot hrses an $1000 
Incash Tus was a Model D ohn Deere: Arnold 
had Joined Dad in the farming operations and 
lived'at home, but we iris were oth avy 
teaching school, ‘Throughout the. years Dad 
{natatalned an iieret in community affairs le 
Kad been traste ofthe Melita Senooi Board fr 
nine. years, had’ worked arduously for. the 
Benaito Agricultural Society, as Stampede 
Manager for several years, and was Honorary 
Lie Member of te Benalto BIP-O-E, Dad was 
Bn original contract signer vith the Aorta 
Wheat‘Pool snd remained» member in good 
Standing vat hs death. ls farming efforts had 
‘been revvarded by his inning the reserve 
Drovincal" championship award for malting 
Darley in 195 and in 19% the provincial cha 
Plonship and the reserve championship in te In 
Ferprovincal competitions 

Mother sufered fram eripping arthritis fora 
numberof years. In 185 she gamed some rele 
From tree month stay at he howpta in nf 
Where she underwent "gold" treatinents anda 
Thineral baths. 

‘Moiner and Dad lved a full le, and Daa 
lightened his working burden somewhat duting 
the last tew Years. ‘Their grandenlaren ave 
{hem special pleasure thoughout the years ith 
their regular 

Theyre honed byte commun thee 
Sonn wedding anniversary on Apri 2, 1st wi 
{community get together at the Beaalte Comm 
‘nunty Hall, wth» supper served bythe Ladies 
a the Reyal Purpie,tolowedby a danee: During 





















‘he last year of thelr lives together ther 55th 
Wedding anniversary eas spent quleliy at home 
nth close friends and family. ‘Te power had 
been otf for some days, but the house was Kept 
‘warm with an auxllary stove, the food Rad been 
Brepared bythe family. and the house was 
lighted with a lamp and candles. Tt was a 
nlemorable evening, and deeply appreciated by 
Mother and Dad. Te lights came on before the 
right was over, sol was a nostalgte evening, 
fombining the past with present 

Dad passed away on December 90, 1972, in 
‘he Red Deer Hospital and on February 10,1974 
Mother passed away in the Eckville Hospital 
Mother, Dad, and Arnold were each laid to rest 
in the family plot im the Red Deer Cemetery 


‘THE. NORTON FAMILY 

‘iy father, Archibald Norton, was born near 
Hunteville, Ontario in 180, the youngest of even 
children. His parents ad emigrated trom 
England in the Carly 1860s and nad settled on a 
rocky farm in thls northern Ontario district, 
Where they endured many hardships, 

‘Starting ina small way, the amily delivered 
milk in the town of Huntsville ror 26 years ony 
missing one day, that of the father’s fimeral. ‘The 
tule was measized into containers supplied by 
the eustomer —~ some buying as litle as a cupful 
stadime 

My taiher attended night school when poss! 
bo, acquiring some additional knowledge, par 
Hleitary in business techniques. He played a cor 
net in the local band at this lime, During tele 
{ens my father and one of his brothers acquired 
timber its nearby where they Teed trees for 
lumber an algo sold the bark toa large tannery 
operating on the shores of one of the Muskoka 
Toes 

‘My mother, Mary Smith, was born in England 
tn 1st and moved fo Huntsville at an early age, 
later marrying my father. They farmed neat 
Woodstock, Ontario for a short time, where 
Laura was bora, then moved dack to #intsvlle 
‘where Iwas born. 











Along with many others, my parents moved 
west In 3012 and seftled ta Bassano, Alberta, 
‘where George was barn. My father stare work 
Ing for the CPR as a freight clone, learaing 
{tlegraphy during this time. He then became 8 
Yellef agent, 50 fora few years we moved almost 
Continuously unl we finally took up residence in 
‘Benalte during 1921, when the station was opened 
for a permanent agent. My father came in 
Februaty’ and remained until his tetiement in 
2946, We flowed late in Api alter a severe 
Ditzara, 

‘During thls winter my father and Mr. Stan 
Hooker walked to Evarte oceastonally on @ Sun 
ay to attend the chureh service and have dinner 
Srith the Magisons, We lived inthe house on the 
‘Woodmaney farm (now owned by Max and Annie 
Simpson) where we spent two very Aappy 
Summers, foaming around the farm and playing 
{n'and on the old buildings. We enjoyed ving 
heat Sylvan Lake and had numerous plenies on 
the beach, often spending all day Sunday, swim 
‘ming. or ‘rolling for ts in a row boat. THe 
‘Morrisroe and the Sestrap families were often 
‘the anly other people In ight on the beach. We 
‘ude many trips out west, als, pleking beries, 
fatching fish and plenteking. My Grandmothe? 
Norton visited us trequently unl her passing it 
1 

Th the winter we drove from the farm to the 
station in'a homemade eutter pulled by horses 
Borrotred from Billy Giselman, Then we walked 
{0 the Melita ‘School, often down the railway 
{tacks Tae section men often stopped and gave us 
‘ride on thelr"hand ear” if they were golng fo 
work in tat erection 

‘After a year and 2 half we spent a winter ina 
onesroom cabln south of the tracks, which was 
then moved and became the kitehen when the 
ew Howse was bull It is now the Bowman 
Fesidence, 

Daring the surnmer of 128 oF 1924 we had 
severe hailstorm on a. Saturday night. Trees 
‘Were blown down around our house and the next 
Ay the elds appeared to be swept lean — the 
raps had disappeared! However, the farm peo. 
ple attended chureh as usual on Sanday morn- 
Ing. All around our property was unbroken land. 
‘We used a path through the trees leading tothe 
levator house where Warrens ved (now the 
Diek Austin residence 

1, Norma, graduated from the Calgary Nor 
‘mal'Schoo! and taught at the Bluebell and Melita 
‘Schools, marrying Peter Stewart In 1832. Our 
history appears elsewnere In this book 

In the summer of 1925 or 1996 the Pocock and 
the United Grain Growers elevators were ball 
Where our house nov stands, tents were set up 
forthe men with a large cook tent for meals. 1 
spent a happy summer helping the cook and run 
fing errands for her and some of he men, Laura 
‘and T were attending the Conveat at tis time, as 
there was:no schooling otfered here past Grade’ 
‘Our teachers here had Been Miss Coghli, Miss 














Stewart, from Ontarlo, and Miss. Solomon, 
George also had hiss Eileen Fera (later Mrs 
‘Tommy Witworth), Miss Barton and Miss Ruth 
Garries (later Mrs, . Lundberg) as teachers. 

‘We later moved to the new station and my 
pparenis lived in it for many years. They eau 
Falnwater in a cistern and the train men left 
‘barrels of svater for them as a well was never 
riled. They ‘used Kerosene lamps, Coleman 
lights and barat briquels for fue, 

‘My'father Was fond of gardening and also 
planted the blue spruce trees on the Bowman 
property. He was commended by the CPR for Bis 
are of the grounds adjacent 10 the satin, 

‘Tarough the years my mother and father 
attended the Presbyterian ‘Church faithfully 
although they were members of the Anglican 
Chureh. tn the early 190's churen was held at 
Benaito and fevaris on alternate Sundays, with 
most people attending both places. Church Was 
hhela Inthe Booster, Hall in Benalio. and ‘oc 
‘cesonally inthe waiting room ofthe station. My 
father the fire for many Years, and attended fo, 
the other janitorial duties, whieh sometimes in 
lided cleaning up the hall folowing a dance, 

‘Tremember one Sunday Sehool plenc held at 
Sylvan Lake tn 1901. We went early Inthe dav 
‘withthe Jack Simpson family in a wagon, ‘The 
oad wouad In and out among the trees, probably 
Utlzing the higher ground and avolaing a large 
Slough west of the Kuusamo School. The plemie 
‘was held on the beach and the foot races were 
held on the sandy road tn front ofthe present 
age west of the hotel, Another plenle was held 
bear ‘the Medicine. River, probably om the 
‘Metride farm. Thad hoped that al of the young 
people would have a swim. However, mach te 
ny" disappointment the Young ‘fellows slipped 
fviay by themselves, ss they Were not Weng 
Dathing sults. 

Mr. MeKechnle, our bind minister, aways 
came by train and stayed with various families 
tver the weekends, One year he offered a prize st 
{he Fal fr learning and reciting a passage from 
the Bible First Chapter of the Gospel according 
fe 'Si. John, verses 118), Allee Durward (nee 
Cameron), alice Sundstrom and mysell comm 
pelea with Mr. MeKeennie acting as the fudge, 
ting’ up on the platform n the hal. Allee 
Cameron was deciafed the winner. My Bible stil 
bears witness to the ime I spent learning those 
Verses, ayparently without the benefit of enough 
Soap ana water. 

‘Another Interest shared by my mother and 
father was the Agricultural Socety. MY father 
served asthe secretary for many years and my 
‘mother was a director. Various werk bees Were 
Feld, one when the barn Was being bul another 
‘when the root of the hall was raised, others when 
the grandstand Was enlarged. The women did 
lett share by supplying meals and Tunches to 
the men, 

‘One humorous incident which 1 remember 
‘was moving all af the exhibit to the station 8 8 














dance could be held on the first nlght of the 
Stampede, as well as the one always held on the 
Jast night. T believe on this occasion the cowboys 
were Blained for helpiag themselves 10 & pie 
Another time a. dog Belonging to. the Henry 
Talson family was shut In the Rell overnight by 
mnlstake. The food exhialts were all on display, 
but believe tat he left them alone 

"The comboys were usually in attendance st 
the stampede dances, whlch were very popular 
Uroughout the country. ‘The hall was always 
packed, so dancing Was almost impossble and 
the floor either very dusty or muddy” 

"Box soclals were held in support of various 
projects 

For many years, during the Fair and 
‘Stampede, John Helkkinen nad the Jb of patrol 
ling the grounds in searek of people who fad 
falned admittance without paying. ‘Ths was 
Dossible as there swere'no gates or fences at the 
{or side of the grounds 

‘Both of my parents enjoyed curling. Before 
‘he rink Was but In Bena & few of the local 
‘men journeyed to Evaris, often in bitterly cold 
weather to fake part in the curling there 

‘During’the wintertime people teaveling to 
Red Deer drove thelr ears or travelled by sleigh 
across Sylvan Lake an the Ice whenever pessbie, 
to save a ttle distance. Sometimes, when 
Something urgent arose, my mother would travel 
to feed Deer by train ana stay overnight In the 
Arlington Hotel, Although reluctant to do ths 
She always fet beter if Laura snd 1 costa stay 
‘vith ner, even though we were stil ebldzen, 

‘My father" and. Laura’ were Interested. in 
Amateur Dramaties and sometimes took partsin 
plays whlch were presented in. Aarkervlle, 
‘Alhambra and Caroline, a well as in Benalte 
My mother was # member of a Ladies’ Com: 
Tminity Club the Ladies” Ald and a brigge club 
Whlen was formed in he early 1950s, Inthe ears 
days my mother was often called out during he 
hight fo assist a new baby into the world, or ian 
Iiness had occurred. She also boarded teachers 
for a number of years, 

‘During World War I a committee comprised 
of John Watton (chairman), ‘Tom Smith Sry 
‘George Stering and my father (secretary) sald 
\Vietory Bonds taroughout the county 

‘My mother passed away’ in 104, by Father 
moved shoriy” afterwards to Nanaimo, B.C, 
‘where nis two slaters were living. He made fr 
{quent trips back fo Benalfo until hs passing in 
‘8, 

My sister Laura attended hgh sehool at the 
Red Deet Convent andthe Red Deer High Schoo 
and graduated as a teacher from the Camrose 
‘Normal School, After teaching for three years — 
‘one at Happy Hil and two at Kuusamo, she was 
‘arrled 0 Bill Holsworth, (Their history ie 
Fecorded elsewhere In this book.) 

‘My brother George tok Grade$ at the Melita 
senoal. He and allt Hontala (Mrs, Clarance 
Anderson) were the fist to take Grade 8 at 























‘Melita. He 10k the rest of his high schooling in 
Red Deer, and then atiended the U of A where he 
fraduated in Medicine. He volunteered for ser. 
‘lc at the beginalng of World War It and served 
(overseas until 14s 

‘Afler his return George took postgraduate 
work in Radiology from MeGil's and. then 
‘moved to. Vancouver where, unlll is recent 
fellrement, hemas been associated witha frm ot 
radiologists. He was married before leaving for 
Overseas to the former Lols Andrew of Alls, 
fraduatenurse, They have a family of ree boys 
ina two es, 

‘Peter, George's oldest son after obtaining his 
Ph.D. In'math and teaching inthe University of 
‘Toronto, is now in his last year of medline. Hels 
‘arled (0 the former Sally Bence and they have 

ohn, the second son, is a Nuclear Physicist 
and is employed by an oll firm In Calgary. He is 
‘married fo the former Shella Kelly, and they 
Have a son and a daughter 

‘George, the third son, atiended the UBC the 
faculty of Mathematics and is eurrendy an ass 
fant manager in the Treasury Branch In Red 
Deer, He will be moving to Mayerthorpe in 1978, 
{o take up duties as manager in the Treasury 
Branch there. He and hs wife, the former Cars 
‘Amt, have a daughter and asx. 

‘Susan, the elder daughter, married Nick Lane 
and they havea son anda daughter. They arellv 
ing at Prince Raper, B.C 

‘Mary, the younger daughter, s martied to 
Phil Michaelides and they five th Vancouver. 














SAMA, SYLVESTER AND AMANDA 

Sylvester and Amanda Saha were married in 
Finland and immigrated to Canada in 1902 tothe 
Benata district. Sylvester arriving in he spring 
Amanda and daughter, Helml, in October of the 
Same year 

‘Sylvester's brother, Sam, had immigrated to 
canada from Dakota earlier ané homesteaded 
the SE 2438 2.5. He encourages Syivester and 
ent him the fare to come to Canada and settle 
here. Arriving, he found the land next 10 hls 
brather was available. Sylvester homesteaded 
the SW 28382. 5. 

He spent a busy summer preparing a home 
forhls family. twas late October when Amanda 
nd Helm arrived in Red Deer, No definite time 
was known for their arrival so there was no one 
Tovmeet them. Inquiring for aide to the 
Nomestead, she met August Halsteln who could 
speak her language, He arranged a driver, tearm 
find democrat to ake her t her destination for 
ihe fc of $5. The first winter was cold and 
Stow. Shortly atter Amanda arrived, Sylvester 
‘became fi, With no doctor or medicine closer 
then ‘ed ‘Deer, Amanda applied her home 
remedies and soon Sylvester ecovered. Money 
‘was scarce and with equlpment to buy, so lke 
Several other homesteaders, ‘Sylvester Tound 
employment in a coal mine In Frank, alberta 


He farmed with three oxen purchased from 
thelate Vietor Pastobate forthe price of 875 each, 
(Oxen were aiteult to handle during hot day i 
fy'season. The hours had tobe arranged to early 
fan late and rest during the das. A pony Was 
‘ougat to team with the oxen, Later sold for the 
same price purchased and replaced by a team of 
horses, 

‘On June 22, 308, a dauzer, Hija, was born 
‘work inthe feld was a farmly’ ata. Mrs. Saba 
helped’ with stooking” and haying’ which was 
heavy work. Neighbors Were relled on farhelp in 
‘Work and for supplies. One day Helm and Mr 
Saha were returalng borrowed harrows and coal 
Ol fo the neighbors, the team balled and they 
‘were upside down inthe bush wth Helm under 
the barrows. The first words Mr. Saha spoke 
After the runaway’ was to Inquire ie the coal ol, 
‘vas all there, Much to thee rele, capable Hela 
had held the container through ally never spi 
Ing a drop. 

‘rs and Mrs, Saha loved socal life, they 
anced ‘the old time dances like they’ were 
floating on a cloud. Onlookers gave themn great 
Applause after a dance. Nelghbers were always 
‘ude welcome witha frlendly visitor agame ot 
ards, 











1m 1983, they sold thelr farm to thelr son 
Jaw and daughter Hlja and purchased land to 
Illes east of Sylvan Lake, Tey farmed there for 
fine years, then selling thelr land, retaining four 
‘ses on whieh they bulta cottage and retired 

‘Mrs. Sana’. sight was falling through the 
later years, She becanne totally blind the last fvr 
‘years ut was able todo most of her house Work 
and bake bread, Mrs. Saha passed away” Oc 
tober, 1847, at the age of 71 years. Mr. Saha 
passed away November 1958 81 the age of #2 
Sears. ‘They are buried In the Kuusamo 
Semetery 

Helm! married El Nikkola March 12, 193. 
rey farmed the NW 5992W5 north ot Benato, 
‘They have one daughter born April 12 1824, and 
she is married to Bob Castan, New West 
‘minister, BC 























Hija married Witho Furen tn 1839, She 
passed away suddenly at the age of 30 years lea 
Ing to mou her lose @ husband and five small, 
children. The grandparents raised the two oder 
boys, Aibert and Harold, and: Mr~ and Mrs. 
[ikkola ralsed the two younger children, Irene 
‘and Leonard. Eino remained with his Ea. 

TE Nikkola passed aveay in Maren, 1943, and 
Js buried In the Kuusamo Cometery. In 188 
Helm! married Bill Erikidla, ty farmed for & 
nimber of years before retfing 





GEORGE SALONEN AND FAMILY 

George (Yrjo) Salonen waa born in Montreal 
on December 38, 1804, According to the Finnish 
Canadian Arenives in Sudbury, Ontario, he was 
the fst Finnish person born in Montreal end 
also thought tobe the first Pian bora in Canada. 

His parents immigrated to Montreal {rom 
Mertkarvia, Finland In 1888. They moved on to 
Bett, Montana, in 185 and thes on {o Ree Dees, 
Alberta’ in 1900. Later they settled in the 
Kuusamo istrict, When George was oldenough, 
he started farming one and one half miles ens of 
Benao, 

‘in August of 1922, he married Salma Tom: 
‘mola, who also came from Finland the same 
Year. They were married in Red Deer, In 193, 
ther st daughter Hilla, was born. Slow'y they 
bul aog barn for thelr many horses and few 
cows. Salma started raising turkeys each spring, 
fn aid so for many years. In 1925, they Bult 
ile fst sauna, out of logs aso 

Tn the fall of 1895, thelr ‘second daughter, 
‘Tain, was born, and in 1926 Ella was born but 
passed away In 1882, 

3 Salonen had 160 ares of his own, on part 
of which the land had to be broken. In 1928 he 
Acquired another 180 acres as a homestead. He 
Would get aelear ttle tots and, after 40 years 
tt farming, with a crop share going 10 the 
overnment 

in 1029, thelr fourth daughter, Ethel, was 
born, To clothe the four gris Salma was kept 
busy sewing and making ever new clothes. She 
Carried the bables along with her tothe elds as 
She stooked the bundles of grain 

‘At one tlme they had as many as 29 horses, 
wwhien they used to do the work inthe flelds. Ih 
1838, ar. Salonen bought a new Case tractor 50 
‘only four of the horses were kept after that 

‘The gins travelled thee miles to the Melita 
Senoal, im summer by horse and twvowheeled 
fart; dndin the winter by horse and cuter with 
Dag of hot oats under thelr feet, which Mrs, 
Salonen had tested up Keep them warm of 
thelr way fo sehoel. Toln! stil Femembers when, 
they took az-dozen crate of eggs on their way tO, 
Schoo! in the morning in the two-wheeled cart 
‘These exes were sold to the store in Benalto fo" 
SLO8. Out ofthis money Toint bought herselt & 
Pair of running sees for 88 cents 

As the glrls got older they helped with the 
feeding of &hundsed pigs, lacing the fields with 














the tractor, siting onthe binder during harvest 
lime and making hay. 

In 1838 the Benalto School was bul, soit was 
now only a mile anda hal to school 

"me Salonea girls were married Hilla in 19, 
now living in Edmonton’ ‘Tein in 1945, now 
Fsiding in Beausejour, Manitoba; and Ethel in 
160, and now living ia Calgary. 





Mr. and Mrs. Salonen continued to farm unit 
17 then the farm was sold fo Mr. Ea Muth i 
198. Ms. Salonen passed aay on August 1968 
ater a lengthy ness Mir Salonen moved to ive 
‘with his daughter Hila until As passing in 
‘August of 197 


SAMBO THRESHING MACHINE — written by 
Iver Halsteln (Published exactly as written by 
the contributor at hs request.) 

"Tals isthe story of co-operative threshing 
company thal was in operation inthe combined 
Aisriets of Kuusamo, Wenalte and on the border 
ft Eekvile trom the year 1817 to 192, There 
‘Were it members whom 1 shall name here 
Fegardless of their possible mention elsewhere, 

‘Starling atthe most northerly peat they were 
‘Emil Mattson, Matt Kujala, Henry Lund, August 
Halsteln, Sylvester Sena, Gust Kalsputas, John 
Kosi, Jack Ropsfelt, Matt "Lite Harju, Matt 
and Bil Waort, Frank and El Nikola, 

“This cooperative thresting outiit operated 
smoothiy with no disputes, the man who got 
fhreshed frst one year would be last next Year 
‘Those were the rules and no one disputed them: 

Th those days i was a steam out consisting 
of a Port Huron engine anda Gaar Scott 
Separator and the farmers named {t "Sampo" 
and the only Fian interpretation T ean find Is 
"Chant 

‘When that out arrived it took stout hearted 
‘cooks to meet them as normal crew consisted 
‘20 men give or take a couple, but these ploneer 
‘Women rose fo the occassion 











They brought thelr own bunkhouse where 
‘evening games of whist sometimes brown con 
Sternatlon to those who got skunked. 

‘The engineers blew a get-up whistle at sx in 
the morning, at noon, and'st quitting time. Ife 
water monkey was on the point of being late he 
Was told to hurry with three long blasts of the 
Whistle. Water Is a must around’ steamer. The 
bral haulers were given short blasts if they 
Needed fo De hurried up. The whistles on the 
areas engines were a lightly liferent tone 
‘om each other and every one knew thelr own 
‘istics. ‘The engineers would say "Hello" to 
ach other with thelr whistles from a distance of 
Several miles on a stil morning 

"The engincers employed were Fred Isaacson 
of Reel, Gust Maki of Bena, Henry Wright 
of Rocky and Bill Stauainger of Sylvan Lake. 
‘ohn “Kosi, an Eekvllle blacksmith was 
feparator man as was Felix Halstein of Sylvan 
Tate. 

Ell Nikkola was secreatary-tressurer to 
stan, later when mil Mattson returned trom 
bverseas in 1918 he held the position unt alsotu 

‘very year more land was cleared so by 1923 
ltteak forty days to thresh the members soit ds 
banded in od und he cumbersome steam ot 
had fo give way fo smaller ges outfits. Finally 
the separator was wrecked and steam engine 38 
‘ce resplendent with brass trim and gleaming 
Injectors went to work heating a Red Deer za 
rage, 

‘la timers of Bekvlle I salute yout 








SCHMIDEK'S HARDWARE STORE 

‘Two. brotiersiniaw, Cary McKenna and 
Jack MeKenzle, had bullt and operated a 
iavdware store in Benatto in 1922, They sold It to 
fhe Atlas Lumber" Company” im 1898 and the 
partnership was dissolved. ‘Subsequently, 
Mecinna' built» another store for" heavy 
hardware and implements down the sireet next 
to the hotel. He operated it himself fora short 
time but, upon becoming # grain buver for the 
Alberta Paefle Grain Company, sla it to Her 
‘man Schmidek In March, 1028 This business 
‘became known as Schmidek’s Hardware Store 

‘Mr. Schonldek will be remembered for his 
adepiness with the steel Rook which replaced a 
fiand he aad lost while dynamniting Focks at 
Medicine Hat. Upon taking over the bisiness, be 
‘panded it hy adding other sundry items, such 
sgrocerles and dry goods, to the stock. In 188) 
Mr. Longatr was hired to work inthe store and 
continued doing so for about a year after Swan 
Anderson bought the business in 195, 
Sibsequentis, Uno Krintla, Herbert Swift, and 
Mrs. Armitage leased the premises for short 
Deriod of time, after whieh ft was ured as ving 
Eccammedations by several residents, 

From 1917 to. 1962 Simpson Electric was 
tocated in the bulling. Its ow used solely as 
residence, 





a 


SIMPSON, R. M. FAMILY — hy Annie Simpson 

‘My entry into the world was in one of those 
‘Marehs when Iteame in "like allon®. My grand 
father, Peter Niskanen, rode his pony through 
Walsthigh drifts to Ropstetts fo ask item tofeteh 
the midwife, rs. Johnson. Fortunately, she 
arrived In time io deliver me, Annie’ Mae 
Christina, the frst ena of Swan Anderson and 
Elma (Niskanen) Anderson, 

Twas a colicky baby, and Mother and Dad 
spent many sloepless hours rocking me in an 
attempt to. stop. me from. crying. Finally 
helghbor sala to Mother, "You're starving the 
fila! Put her on the botles"“This my moter 
‘gana the results were gratifying. 

‘The next year my sister Mildred was born and 
several years later my’ brother Arnold was born, 
Weriad'a nappy ehildnood on the farm, helping 
with chores, pulling Weeds, herding the cos 
home from the pasture to be milked and even 
glving a hand with the milking. Plentes at Sylvan 
Lake were regular occurrences, where the 
children played In the shallow water while the 

ef set about catching the flsh for the ish 
‘mulligan"” which was a part of every pice. 
‘The fact that afew ies would invariably sample 
‘our “dish did not deter us from enjoving it 

‘An allack of appendicitis gained for me my 
‘est trip (9 Red Deer, when Twas Tl Years old. 
had been sick at home for several days, ana Dr, 
[Nix operated on me as soon as possible after i 
Feached the hospital, He felt that any further 
Gelay would have resulted in a ruptured appen 
Gtx, wth key fatal results 

‘Atler completing Grade 8 at Melita school, I 
attended. Kuusamo for two years, where Mr, 
Gen Poul was my’ teacher, tien fook Grades Li 
‘and’ 12" In Ted. Deer High ‘School, ‘This. was 
followed by a year of business college in Red 
Deer, as I was sill fo young to attend Nortnal 
Schoo 

The next fall went to Edmonton, to enroll in 
the Edmonton Normal School, but, Through & 
Imbxup, should have gone fo Calgary. However, 
{hee to Edmonton wasn logit wasted, 
as we visited the ‘Legislative Bulldings and 
‘witnessed the swearing-in of the late Premler 
[Rberhart, who had just won his frst election by 
‘an overwhelming majority 

‘The next day found us travelling down that 
winding, dusty toad to Calgary. That year must 
have been one of several dry ones. Seeing the 
arched. grass ‘and treeless “wasteland, T 
Thought "knew now what was meant by the 
prairies! 

‘The polio epidemic was especially wide 
spread that year, and no sooner had classes 
started than we were sent home fora few weeks 
asa satety precaution. We were given 
Assignments to be completed at home, and 1 
“pumed the midnight ail” but the thought of 
slacking up on any’of them never entered my’ 
ming. MY parents had worked hard and 











saerificed much to provide me with an educa 
fon, ad {Just couldn't lt thera down 

‘Asa beginning teacher, I found the frst few 
months of teaching at Melita school especially 
flificult, and without the help of an experienced 
{eacher, Mrs. Ena Kinna, to whom I appealed for 
fuldance, T think those fst few months would 
Have ished my teaching career. Lite la an 
tlelpate Then, the number of years that T would 
Spend in he lasssoom! After twa years spent at 
Weilta I taught the next three years at Carzitt 
School. My salary for each of these years was 
S50 a year. 

Twas while I was teaching at Melita school 
that met Max Simpson. He was one of a famliy 
bof six — five boys ad one git. His parents had 
‘come west from Peterborough, Ontario. Hs dad 
‘asa station agent and wireless operator a A 
ule, Canmore, Feld, Penhold and Syivan Lake 
The voungest child, Max, was born whlle they 
lived at Penhold. He attended school at Penhold 
fand Sylvan Lake, While he lived at Sylvan Lake 
he came tomy first Christmas concer, and four 
fand.a hale years later we were married. 

‘Max wae an avid curler He was one ofa four 
some of teenagers fram Sylvan Lake who ex 
celled inthe sport and who won many prizes at 
Ica bonsplels. After we were married, he made 
Curling history inthe Benalfo area by scoring an 
flghtender against a friend, Don Wilkes. Don 
{elt realy letdown as he, hse, had acciden 
tally shoved the last rock Info give Max and his 
Tink — my dad, Vester Nieml and Carl Selstrom 
he tinal count. 

‘Mfr our marriage we lived at Sylvan Lake 
for a year before moving to Edmonton, where 
Max took training and worked as a sheetmetal 
mechanle at Alreraft Repalr Ltd twas while we 
‘Were there that our frst son, John Robert, w 
bom, 

‘When Max joined the Navy and was sent to 
te east coast, T came back fo the farm to live 
‘witn my parents unl te end ofthe tear. When 
Max ‘came home again he took an electrical 
course in Calgary, then we moved to Benalto 
Where he became very busy wiring norte, as the 
Countryside was belng equipped with power. By 
tow our second son, Willam David, had been 
ed to our famaly, anda few years later a third 
fon, Kenneth Maxwell, was barn. 

it'was when Ken was three years old that 
Earle Parris, the principal of the Benaito sehod, 
‘asked me to feact ina nev room which had been 
‘pened to accommodate the puplls being bused 
trom the surrounding area, With two weeks 
before the opening of school, | was fortunate to 
be able fo secure Jessie Tgnatlus, who lived 
feross the stret from us, 10 care for Ken. She 
aid this unit Ken started to school, and no one 
ould ask for amore devated companion for'a 
hil, She took him for walks, taught hm the 
‘ursery rhymes, ead to him, and defended hm 
‘against his older brothers, even though he was 
‘often In the wrong! 

















‘Those were good years. The boys had thelr 
grandparents a.mile away to visit, do odd Jobs 
for to earn spending money, and sso to galn 8 
“ympathetic ear when hey fel tha their parents 
Were belng foo siriel cub and Scoul leaders, 
Such ae Don Wilkes, Ralph Lougheed, Jack Pur. 
ay and others, kept the boys busy wiih various 
‘utdooractivilies and ve parents worked behind 
the scenes o the best of our ability. Our son Jack 
{armed numerous badges, and became a Queen's 
Scout. ile was presented with his award in Ed: 
mmonton by the Lieatenant Governor 

Sunday’ School, tshing expeditions, curling, 
‘camping trips, and sehool oeeupled our ‘ime 
‘The Pegular “seuna™"a! Grandma's and Grand 
Gaels took eare of what we would do on Satur 
fights uatil the boys were well int thelr tens, 50 
Giseipline was not the problem Its today 

‘During these years'T continued teaching, a5 
‘well as updating my education by evening credit 
‘Sourses in Red Deer and summer sesions in i 
fmonfon and Calgary. obtained my B.Ed. in 1985 
find my Diploma in Curriculum and instruction 
ini, 

‘siter my brother Arnold's death in 1957, it 
‘became increasingly dificult fo my dad tofarm 
lone, s0 Max quit his electrical work, rented 
Some of Dad's land, and began farming — an cc: 
‘cupation Ne carried on unl 197 

‘Our three sons are all married Jack, whos 
Department Head of Sclence at AE. Lazerte 
High School in Edmonton, married Jili Bennett 
of Eamonton, and has son anda daughter Bil, 
Sho fs Head Draftsman for the Alberta Energy 
Company in Calgary, married Marjorie Peers of 
‘Sead Valley, and nas two daughters. Ken, who, 
fatter earning a degree in Geology and working 
fora short time inthe Arete, tured to teaching 
fand-now Teaches scence In the Junlor- High 
Shoot in ‘Okotoks. He is married to’ Pegay 
Grainger of Eamonton tas one son. Teaching 
seems f0 be a popular profession in our family, 
for of our three sons and thelr wives, four are 
teachers, 

"Max and T have continued living in Benato, 
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We have been here over 30 years, owe are fast 
approaching the lime when we will become the 

tigers” in the area Like so many "old 
timers though, we find that ime does not ang 
heavy on our hands. Max has served. at 
secretary of the Blks Lodge for over 13 years, 
nd am Rept busy with my teaching activities. 





‘THE HERMAN STETTNER'S — by Mari 
‘Steiner 

‘Herman isthe third son of Carl Stettner and 1 
am the second daughter of Jack McDougal, both 
of Carmangay, a smal town n southern Alberta. 
Both our families farmed tn adjoining districts 
east of Carmangay where we grew up and spent 
ur early te 

‘Herman snd I were married in Fanuary, 10, 
in Letnbridge. For the next four or five years 
Herman storked In he coal mines in the winter 

non the farm in the summer, He worked inthe 
nines In Shaughnessy and in Coleman, 

Tn July, 1948, he started as helper with the 
‘Adberia'Wheat Pool in Carmoanga” In ‘April of 
{sit he was given the elevator in Namaka where 
wwe lived until August, 1953, when Re Was 
Transferred to Benalto, 

The elevator here was a more modern one 
than the one tn Namaka, but it was sill powered 
bya big gas engine. However, when they built 
te new annex in 1954 they put In the electric: 
powered motors which was big Improvement. 
‘We thought they were being really good tous 25 
Inthe summer of 1958 they bull usa new house, 

"Benalto being small, but active, it was not 
sume until we were invslved in evely organiza 
tion here. Around this time Herman's dad was & 

llr igure here at Stampede and Bonsplel 
time. fie never missed any of these events for 
many Years, One of his best friends was Swan 
‘Anderson. le doesn't come up anymore, He is 82 
‘ears old and lives in the Golden Acres Lodge in 
Lethbridge. When we go down he never falls to 
ask about hs fends ap here. 

‘lerman and 1 bot used fo cur alot but the 
last years the Elks, Reval Purple, Ageeulfural 
Socity and Churen activites have Kept us Busy 
have sewed forthe last seven or elght years, 
fan nave met many wonderful people. eel real 
Iy honored when T think back vo the number of 
Young girs who asked me to make thelr eradua 
Hon dress and then later thelr Wedding dress. 1 
was always so proud of them, and they helped 
mne keep in toueh with the younger generation 
Since our awn two girls were grown up. 

Donna, cur oldest daughter, took a 
Radlological “Techalelan course. and went 10 
Yellowiite to work. She married Fred Dornan, 
who Is now vice president of Wardalr Norther 
Operations. They live In Edmonton and have eo 
clldren ~ a bey and a girl 

"Belty took a secretarial course and also went 
to Yellowkaite to. work She married Jerry 
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Carter, an Aircraft Engineer with Moblle Ol 
‘They live in Sherwood Park. 

“An elevator agent's daYs are usually quite 
routine, but ene day a loaded box ear had no 
brakes and it got away on Herman. He rode It 
halfway to Eckeville before it stopped. Four ot 
five men ‘with poles tried to stop It at Ray 
Walker's, but couldn't 

"Another fime to remember was in 1971. After 
25 years of service Herman was presented with a 
gold watch ata party al the Palliser Hotel in 
Enigary, by the Alberta Wheat Pool. al Kunte 
‘was honoured atthe same time, 

‘An i think back, Tecalligg things that 
happened vears ago, { cant belleve that It has 
been 24 Years singe we came to Benalte 








STEWART, THE PETER FAMILY — by Norma, 
Stewart 

Twas born as Norma Norton, so my history 
prior fo my marriage to Peter Stewart In 1952 is 
Covered inthe Norton history 

‘Peter Stewart was born in Scotland in 1906 
and came to Canada with bis parents im 1912, 
Alter ving for short time In Prince Rupert, 
{B.C they lived on a farm inthe Burnt Lake ls 
ttle, In 192, they setted in Evarts where the 
fperated the store and post office for many 
Sears. We haveremained closely assoclated with 
ihe Evarts people through the Years. 

eter wae very fond of animiais, particularly 
horses, and started farming at an early age. He 
conlinied his farming even after moving to 
Benaito in 1944 where he operated the U.C.G. 
levator for 27 years — ull hls retirement in 
{WT He prized the warm and lasting friendships 
‘hat he made with his customers While Working 
In the elevator, 

‘Afier living in the elevator house for 20 years 
wwe moved ito the farm, We bullt our present 
hhome in Benalfo. During our years in Benaitowe 
‘were gctive in varlous organizations, Including 
the Presbyterian Church (Peter served on the 
‘board at managers), the Agricultural Society (as, 
rectors) and the Curing Club, We helped with 
{he car bingos waich wereheldin the early 1950's 
{o nel finance the bullaing of tne agricultural 
Bara and the Curling Club. After our barn was 
bull in 948, two dances were Reld in the Itt to 
assist the Baseball Club financially, and all of 

1 parking space in Bvarts was filled on both oe 
taslons, Peter was also associated. withthe 
Booster Club, espectallyn the earller years, and 
the Boy Scouts’ Parents’ group. Together we en 
Javed many evenings of square dancing after the 
Gi vas formed in Benato, 

Tama charter member of the Royal Purple, @ 
rember ofthe Ladies” Ald, and helped with the 
EAT Sewing Club, the Brownles, and the Home 
and School association. Fenjoyed a group called 
the “intters", a8 all the members had small 
children at the’ time, and i was often our only 
hight out during the week. Through the years, 
Usually accompanied by my sister, Lavra, and 














her husband, Bill Holsworth and thei family, we 
fenjoved ‘numerous pleales and. berry-plcking 
{rips all through the West Country. Berries were 
ore plentitul in the 1920's and’ earty 183s, 
Sometimes covering the ground in a slid mat. 

in. 100, while we were away dolne some 
Christmas shopping tn Red Deer, afize startedin 
bur basement Luckily the town people were able 
fo get the fire out, even though the floor boards 
‘were partially burned trough. 

“About the lime we were married, believe the 
prices were at an alltime iow. {remember oats 
Erling for bushel, butter for 15¢a pound, and 
‘milk cows for $15 each, We bought aside of pork. 
{or $200. We recelved $90 @ month for earr¥ing 
the mall to and from Evarts, ob Me, Simon and 
Peter's father had held for many years previous 
Jy T resumed teaching in 19 working as a 
‘Wacher ilbrarian in Beniley, Davia Tnompson, 
fand Eekvile, but retired In 1871, when Peter 
fetired from the elevator. 

















ur frst chil, 
we were living in 
[Evarte; Benaloy and Rea Deer, then went on {0 
{he University of Alberta where she obtained her 
BSc. in Pharmacy. She is married. to Wes 
Johnston, and they have operated a drugstore in 
Edmonton for many years. They have two sons. 
Ralpa is married to Joanne Olstad, and Is. 
member of the Edmonton City Police Fores. 
Stewart, the younger son, Is stl at home 

‘Mary, our second daughter, also born at 
evatts, graduated trom business cllege in Rea 
Deer and is employed inthe accounting office of 
‘the Surnmit Hotel in Calgary. She was married to 
Ray Horn of Eamonton, and has one daughter, 
Leslie who ls attending high schoo. 

Tsabel, our third daughter, lives at Prince 
George, B.C. and Is now empioyea by Simpson 

ars. She has training in business edueatlon and 











comptometer work, She was married to Murray 
Salsauler, They had a son, Redney, who passed 
away at an eal a 

Granam, Isabel's twin brother, graduated 
witha B:Se: and degree in Bueation from the 
Universtiy of Alberta. He is Teaching Apt in a 
high sehool in Edmonton. His wife, the former 
[Ryne Versendaal,isalso a teacher, but since tne 
birth of thelr daugher, Laura, has Femalned at 
home 

‘While growing up our children ail studied 
musi took part in the Young Peoples Society 
the 4 Clubs, and Graham was a Cub and a Bo 








‘TALSON, MATT 

‘Matt Talson was born in Wyoming, US... in 
1h and he passed away in 1860, His wife was he 
former Selma Kopsala, Se was bora 1882, and 
tls dled in 199, 

‘Mat frst came to Alberta with is parents in 
1902 When he grew old enough fe went back 10 
Wvoming to work Inthe mines. Later ne anda 
tHond, Elmer Hyvonen, both i? years of age, 
trove’ eaverea wagon from Wsomning Io Alber 
{When their horses became worm Out from the 
‘many days on the road, ty traded with the In 
tians fora fear of wild horses, With this team 
{hey were able fo continue onto the Eekwille area 
Where hls parents were living. 

‘Matt filed on a homestead about sx miles to 
‘he north of his parent’ place. Later he old this 
homestead and bought & quarter section onthe 
SEYITIe2 WS, 

‘Of their six elldren Bill and Oscar are now 
deceased, Frank, Joht, Elmer, and Ethel are ll 
living in British Columbla. There are 18 grand: 
ehildren and 37 great grandenlaren 

"The Matt Talsonehilaren were raised by thelr 
uncle, ir. Henry’ Talson, and his wite afer the 
death of thelr parents in'1890, 


‘THE MATHEW TALSON's CHILDRES 
‘Walla was Born im 13 and led In 151 
rank was boen in 2815 and marvied Hild 
eliotn 94h, Thelr six children were Fay 
mond, Robert, Arthur, Gordon, Syivia, and 
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orge. They have two grandchildren. Frank 
Works in a lumber mill and they reside in Co 
tulllam, B.C. 

(Osea 98 born in 1817 and died in 1850, 

Sahn was born ia 190, He, also, was married 
tn 198 — to Mary Lardner’ ‘They have seven 
fhilaren, arlene (irs. A. Gaudet), Janis (rs 
E-Polleau), Erle, Leonard, Arnold, Mike and 
Daryl, John has seven grandchildren He is now 
relied and is lving in Cogultlam, BC. 

Elmer was born in 105, His marriage to 
Lenora Fielding In 1946 made the third marriage 
le the family in that year. They have three 
children, Victor, Donna (Mes. R. Flemming 
find Deborah. here are four grandchildren 
Elmer now cwns and operates a fraller court In 
(Comox on Vancouver Island, 

Eh! was bora in 1928, She martied Mel Day 
in 19 They ave two ehilaren, Cameron ad 
Brenda (dre. W. Hanson), and four 
grandchildren. “They” live on. Douglas ‘Islan, 
LC, here they’ work forthe forest industry 














WUOBIO, Isaac 

Tsaae Wuoblo was born In Tornlo, Turtola, 
OL. Pintand, in 186. At the age of 18, Isaac left 
hls autve land for Hancock, Michigan where he 
worked in the mines. Afer'a few gears at Hat 
Fock, he travelled west to Butte and worked In 





AP Butte, Isage Wuobio and Olga Karkinen 
tel and were married November 24, 1891, mak 
thy thelr tome at Red Lodge, Montana. Olga 
Marla Karklnen sas bor in I870, at Karstule, 
Vastingin Kyla, W. L Finland, Olga left the 
land of her birth so’at the age of 18 fo go to 
TRonwood, Michigan, where she srorked in a 
steam laundry. Aer a short period of time, she 
moved to Butte, Montana. 

inthe year 1865, while they were residing i 
Red! Lodge, Montana, their only child, a 
daughier, Emama Pauline Was ber, 

‘Wen ‘Emma was small, the Wuobio family 
moved back to Butte, where Isaac was. again 
fmploved in the mines, but underground Work 
fatsed a crippling rheumatism, and he Was a 
‘sed to tnd something else too, 

‘in Ist, ir. Wuoblo bought the homestead 
rights of W. Koskl on a quarter section of and at 
Rolla, ‘North Dakota, ‘and moved nls farlly 
there’ Oceasionally, he had to go back to the 
mines f@ earn enough money to fun the farm 

nthe early spring of 1902, Isaac read ina Fin 
nish newspaper thst homesieads were plentiful 
tear Red Deer, in the North West Tervtares, 
Canada, 

Twas April when the farm was sold and a 
neighbor, Mr. Taivanen, took them to 
Contwrighi, North. Dakota, with team and 
‘wagon. By'train they went from there to Wit 
nip then to Red Deer 

"The ‘frst of June that year, Mr. Wuobio 
squatted on homestead with the Medicine 

































































River running through i, The town of Ekville 
Stands on tte west sige of {hat an. 

The season was rainy. and mud was 
ceverynere. Isiae was ot satistled. He could 
See no future In the country, so_he abandoned the 
Tand he had squatted on, to his faraly to Rea 
Deer, and bought Hiekels to Winipes: Hearing of 
good land to be had around’ Yorkton, 
Saskatchewan he took his family there, 

‘With three other men, they” hited a livery 
team with a arver, and went in seareh of land, 
Dut found that Saskatchewan had sn abundance 
‘train, oo. After fording tw swollen rivers, the 
{hird one seemed too much forthe Ivers teat 
He asked the men for a $500 bond i his horses 
‘Were fo eross that one. That was 8s far as they 
went, They turned back, 

‘Mr. Wuoblo was not satsfed withthe land 
there. It was praltie and mt like what he had 
Teft in North Dakota, There was no bush, and the 
Water had to be havied for two miles, 

Going back to Yorkton, where Ms. Wuobio 
and Emma were staying in a hotel, he took them 
back io Winnipeg. After staving there two weeks 
they decided to go back to Finland, 

‘Upon going te the station in Winnipeg, they 
ret personal lends, en route for Alaska, ho 
dvised them that they would not lke Finiand, 
0, once more they returned tothe west. 

‘When they arsived back in Calgary. heavy 
rans had washed out the CP. iracks between 
there and: Red Deer, When the tracks were 
‘epaired, they" resumed their journey to ted 
Deer where they bought a team of horses from 
(Mr. Peterson (ibe father of Mrs. Reg. Whyte) 
fand a new wagon, 

“They started back tothe land they had aban 
doned, but found that nthe absence had been 
taken up by Mr. Kaupp 

“Thele new wagon loaded with trunks and 
ther arileles needed at the homestead, the 
‘Wuobias touna iravel very slow, and progressed 
only 12 miles the fist day, due to muddy roads, 

















The next day they got as far a the Salmonson 
home now owned by the Andersons. 

Mf, "Wuobio finally “seceeded” in Tocating 
avallable Tandon the SE 1236.05, two miles 
forth of Benalto, 

‘Staying at the Salmonson home while getting 
settled, they made the acquaintance of three 
fen ~ ar Gust Hil, Mi Henry Lund and Ms 
Matt Harju, who helped. them: build. the 
homestead cabin. Red Deer 25 miles away, was 
the closest fowm where bullaing material cold 
be obtained. There, they Doug thelr hist 0 
Coos and hefer, 

‘White strugating through the construction of 
thelr homestead home, shelter for nights was 
made by turning the wagon ox upside down, 
The cooking was done ot a new stove erected 
ear by. 

Ty, they moved into the new cabin which 
adn flog, io door and ‘no windows, and te 
Emma often cried beesuse of mosguto bites. 
‘The mosquocs were hick and vilous in tose 
days. 

{ater that summer, the Wuobios bought a 
having outht trom Red Deer as wel as four 
week old pig from a setfier In the Barat Lake 
District. Gn their return, while the team of 
Horses ‘were feeding, they found the Dig hod 
‘made a hoe inthe Bottom of the jute sack and 
Aisappeared into the woods. The chase proved 
unsuceessil Later tn learned that he Pa bad 
‘wandered ( a setler's place, been taken home, 
Talsed and slaughtered taking {or a. Yer) 
Gellclous Cheistmas ataner or the finders 

“The tir winter the homesteaders cut 1ogs 
and haa ther saved at anes mil located to 
niles north of home on SW 18-3828 

By now, other new sellers were coming In, 
and Mr. Wuobio helped to locate: ther om 
Htomesteads and many times acted as interpreter 
the land oie 

New people arriving always found room to 
sleep nthe 16" 16 Wuobio cabin, Hay was often 
Spread onthe floor for beds, Te famiy mage 
thee Rome In thi homestead cabin fom 80 fo 
i 

“he folowing summer Me, Wuoblo and tr, A 
Hula cot hay’ on the shoo! land nearby. 
Huhtala had a Rorse and ‘an ox, and Str. Waobio 
had'a team to pul the mower. Mrs. Wusbio 
Taked the hay” with a single horse rake. Mrs 
Hunts epea stack it 

The children plaved by the wagons white the 
men and women made long stacks of hay for 
‘inter use and fo sell fo other homesteaders 

‘A walking plough was bought during the ist 
years, Clearing the land. was alt, back 
Breaking business tor it was done by and tere 
vere no bulldcabrs or tractors then. Men's 
Thusctes and horsepower provided the energy for 
the job. Many tring hous ot abor were needeg 
toler a smal el The fist grin rope were 
Usually oats and barley. When the erop was ip, 
Iwas eut wth a mower, Hed by bandits 














sheaves, and threshed by hand with a home: 
‘made fat 

‘A neighbor, Mrs. Olsoa, and her daughter 
walked tnree mills, helped thresh th gran, thee 
Carried some of it home for their chickens 

By, 1906, a horse-powered threshing out 
owned by N- Kingeep of Bekville, threshed fof 
the homesteaders. Later came steam powered 
threshing: machines, owned. by the Langer 
brothers, a" Kinnunen andl. Hyvonen. 

By 1812, they had prospered tothe extent that 
‘hey could afford te bulla the comfortable frame 
house which the family ved In unt re 

In 1916, Emma was married to Mr. Eino 
Niemela, a young Finnish immigrant who had 
Assisted ‘the Wuobios with the spring and fall 
Work several times, ‘The wedding performed DY 














the Rev, Androw Harju took place in the Young 
Peoples Hall 

Further progress resulted trom the years of 
‘conscientious work, and by 1919, sae Wuobio, 
together with his somin law, were able 10 
Purchase more land, SW. 7-39.23 trom Mf. 
Bittner. ‘These lands have been the centre of the 
family's farming operation ever since 

Mrs, Wuoblo passed away Oct 0,18, a vie. 
tm of the influenza epidemic, and Mr. Wuoble in 
{shat the age ofS years, Bath ate biried in the 
Kuusamo Cemetery 





wuoRE, Marr 

‘Matt and Bll Wuorl came tothe community 
from Massachusetts in 1914 atter afew years of 
‘mining in the United States. Walle they es 
lablished the homestead, Mai's wife, Alexan 
(and wo daughters, Hljaand Jean, returned 
to Wasa. Aly (as she was ealled) opened up 2 
‘ty goods stop while she waited for hat o get 
the Homestead established. Then In 1915 she im 











migrated to Canada, As this was during World 
‘War I they were aceostea by a German ship. The 
apiain ofthe passenger Vessel qulekiy had all, 
the wornen and children appear on the deck to 
Show the Germans that they were nol on 3 
‘warship and at the very last moment the Ger. 
‘man ship tured around and let 


Alter the inital shock of arriving in the mia 
aac of "nownere™ Mother soon adapted to the 
bow way of life She was very fond'at animals 
nd gave names fo all the cows. One thing that 
bothered er were the Haws that attacked her 
fhlekens. Mat had tld her to shoot at them but 
Sldnot show her how to use a gun, However, one 
day'Motherplcked up the 2 rie, weat outside, 
“med into the sky (supposedly at the hawks) 
sed her eyes and pulled the tigger. Needless 
to-say she never hitthe haw. 

Six more children were born to the Wuori 
tamilly After Hilja and Jean came the fst set of 
twins, Hans and Margaret. Ten came Roland, 
Alma and last but not least, another et of twins, 
‘Thetma and Violet. Tals kept Dad busy bulding 
sloighs and skis, as well as Kicking sleghs. all 
the children aitended Melita and» Kuusamo 

Dr. Backus, who was the area doctor, called 
fist fo see Mother as he would have her accom. 
Dany’ hrm on his visits fo the slcke She algo went 
‘ner owa fo help sick enlldren and elderly peo 
ple. Her medical nosfledge was passed on toher 
By ner mather who was a doctor in Wassa, 
Finland. Mother was a viet ofthe 1916-191 
‘Thole son, Roland, was bora at that me and she 
barely recovered from the ordeal She lost ll er 
hair whieh was auburn in color and eury, but 
when it eventually grew Baek it was grey. 


Social activites took place in the Elspeth 
Community Hall where Mother contributed to 
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some of the musical programs by singing 
Speratic numbers, When dances were held the 
‘whole family attended. "The younger members 
‘were usually put to sleep one back stage walle 
the parents ahd chldren kicked up thelr heels in 
polkas, the schottische and’ Scandinavian 
Plonics were held during the summer on the 
shores of Sylvan Lake with several families par 
flcipsting. Men folks did the fining while the 
‘women prepared fish. mulligan and other 
foodies. "Tae youngsters enjoyed playing in 
‘he water and the boys usualy climbed trees 
looking for crows" exes 
The area had its share of hail and dust 
storms. One hall storm In partleuar had every 
‘member of the farally nolding feather plows 
‘Agalnat the windows ¢o keep tem from break. 
‘ng, Margaret and Alma got lost na blizzard 
walking home from Benalto. Mother, Dad and 
Zelghbors set oUt wth lanterns to look fr tern 
Finally Dad came through the open field in 0 
fect of snow and found Margaret carrying Alma 
piggybeck, Bot sutered rosie on thet 
"Five of Matt and Alexandra Wuor’s family 
served in the Armed Services in World War I. 
Hans served in the Navy, Roland nthe Army, 
‘Alma in the ait Force, and the twins Vilet and 
Thelma In the Army.” Also two grandchildren, 
George and Ronale Staudinger, served in the Alt 
Force and Navy respectively 
lve Chldren marred an had tamiis of 
‘Matt Wuort passed away in 1958, his wite in 
1889, thelr son, Roland, in 1957 and’ thelr 
Gaugnter, Hilja, in 1960.” The. remalning 
members of the family are located a8 follows 
Jean len and Margaret Downs tn. Calgary 
Alberta: Hans In Rosslana, British Columba! 
‘Alma Strachan In Victorls, British Columbia: 
‘Thelma Pertich in Montrose, British Columbia 
fand Violet Lundin Vancouver, British Columbia, 





WYLIE, WILLIAM LEMUEL — by Orrin and 
Ta Wylie 

‘Willlsm Lemuel Wyile was born in 
‘Willamsberg, Ontario in 1885, leaving for Post 
Falls, daho, in hls early teens where he married 
Nettie Mae Hite, They ive for eight years st 
Hauser Lake, in the Spokane Area, where the 
first of their family was born 


In 190 he came to Central Atberta and fled 
on a homestead in the Burnt Lake are, return: 
Ing to tdaho for his family, They travelled by 
train’ to Red. Deer, N.W-T., sending. thelr 





Delongings, plus four head of eal, two head of 
horses and two wagons ina box ear Upon arriv 
Ing in ed Deer, they’ lived in. “Government 
House", in the’ present Windsor. Hotel, 2 
residence for early setiers, They live there he 
Summer of 192 and later that all moved by 
wagon fo their homestead, 





Wiliam Lemuel was noted for his athletic 
abililes. During thelr stay at Government House, 
he proved nis athletic ability by winning foot 
Faces, Kicking contests (fo see Who could Klck 
thet eg the highes)- He was about six feet wo 
Inches tall and could kick four imehes forwards 
andbackwards above is head. He was an ardent 
hunter and. marksman, winning a. 12_ gauge 
Winchester stot gun ina contest inthe States, 

‘On a trp west to look over the country, Mi 
\Wylle save some land heliged better and 50 gave 
up the fist homestead and filed on NE25 38 3 WS 
Where he farmed ill passing away on March, 
19, Before taking the NE y, 03% Lemuel came 
otto inspect fad noticed that there were hay 
Stacks under water, belonging to Slack & 
Younge. Despite this, t meant that hay was 
Feadlly avallable for hs stock so the homestead 
was taken, 

‘Unt the subatvision ofthe Schoo! Districts, 
aout 15, this and was considered to bein the 
Evarts District, since Evaris was the closest 
post office and shopping area 

"Atte time of settling on his homesteud none 
cot the land Was under eultivation, but there Was 
Sout 25 acres of natural hay flat. The rest of 
the quarier was cleared by hand Using a0 axe 

The fist house built on the homestead was 
constructed from logs cleared off the farm. The 
oot was bullt from rough lumber purchased 
{fom Dan Clausen’s sail whlch, af that time, 
‘was located on the present farm of Cars Ander 
on, ‘The root itsef consisted of two layers of 
lumber wit tar paper between. Tuere Was no 
‘chimney and root fires were frequent. The Rouse 
feet contained a. combined stting-roont and 
Kitten and a bedroom on the main floor, and 
‘Wo bedrooms on the second floor, The house was 
tonstracted by Will Wit, a Cherokee Indian from 
Oklahoma, 180, 

‘Some of the earliest neighbors in the area 
were Slack and Young, who had 8 calle ranch 
here Norman Wells now lives, and the Witt 
Family, who lived on some of Carl Jensen's pres 
nt lana. 

During his early years Me. Wylie saw log 
drives coming down the Medicine River, 
briginating inthe Leedale area and golng 10 the 
Sawmill t Red Deer. He remembered a water 
powered flour mill breaking loose and floating 
‘own the river, until eaught in the corral ot the 
‘Smith Brothers Ranch, south of Evans. As the 
‘water rose it tok the side out of the corral and 
the mil continued on af far as Red Deer. The 
malt belonged to Kina Brothers, who lived on 
the riverbank on the land now owned by Les 
Kind 























Th of around 198 a dust storm unexpectedly 
blew up and some of the Wyile children were 
aught out In it They sought refuge Ina hog 
house, but the wind was so strong that ited the 
of off and scattered it in pees over the feta 

‘Mr. Wete was believed Yo have haa the frst 








Hiding plow, known as the “Fiying Dutchman", 
‘when fe brought with fm fromm the States Jack 
Worwick had the first Chev touring car in of 
Sround 1915 or 1916, Mr. Warren, an elevator 
Sigent at Benaito ha the first radio. Mr. Warren 
invited Mr. Wvite and is brother over tollsten 
the radio one evening, but they ad to return 
Several times beeause the Fecepilon was 80 poor. 
‘Twey stated that they woulda believe t nt 
they’ Reard it, "This happened acound 1828, The 
Ist norse-arawn threshing machine was owned 
by Robert Wison, This machine was powered by 
leven horses. The crew consisted of five men, 
Tere was one man pitching bundles fom the 
Stack, one man feeding the machine, two men 
faking the straw away and piling it and one 
driver. The capacity ofthis machine fas about 
three hundred bushels aday. Pederson, from the 
Burat Lake strict, is belleved to Rave had the 
first steam ‘hreshing machine, about 1805. or 
1h. The erew consisted of Seven men. There 
was one separator man, one water hauler, one 
Steam engineer, and four piteners, pitehing from 
fhe sacle Alot of me was spent Uning up te 
achine when moving It trom stack to sack 
‘The machine was pulled from farm to farm by 
{seo teams of oxen. The {ise gramophone was 
bed by the Smith Brothers, They held a social 
Inthe Evarte School in the eariy 19000 
fveryone could hear Il, and the socal was well 
Sitended, The rst train from Red Deer to Rocky 
Mountain House was in 1914, Two days were re- 
‘ulted to make the round tip. 

Por entertaitment the people would visit 
bback and forth for card games, There were 3 
‘umber of soclalsof one kind or another to rast 
{nds for Christmas pares forthe youngsters of 
the communlty. Later on, the people had rodeos 
at the farms — usually én a Sunday — fo test or 
prove shel riding ablity. Arthur Kiana. was 
feted for his musical talent and supplled the 
fusie for all the social gatherings. He. was 
fntered in many villn contests across Canada, 
‘There was an annual plonie at Evaris, which I 
cluded horse racing, sports, and novelty events 
‘This was a real teat to look forward to each 

‘Oa Christmas Bve, 1883, Willam Wylle was 
rmarried to Netie Ma Hite, She was bora in 188 
Ines Moines, lowa, USA. Asa oung child she 
‘mavea with her parents fo Post Falls dah, Nr, 
4nd ots. Wylle had five ehildeen born In the 
United States betore coming to Canada. Neve 
Mae dled on February 8, 1836. In all, Mand 
Mrs. Wylie had eleven children, two of wom, 
SJames and Elsle, are now decessed 

‘Mary Ellen married Monroe Peter Carle 
and had the following chlldren: James, Jenny 
May, Harry and Steven, Pete Carlyle pasted 
away in 170, but Ella sil lives on the farm in 
the Happy Hill dstriet 

Margaret Viola married Max Lightbown and 
had ihe following ‘hlldren: Edward, Lilian, 
Elie (now deceased), Robert (Bud), Darlene, 














David. Viola and Max retired and resided in 
Sylvan Lake, Alberta, but afler Max passed 
away in 18th Margaret Viola moved 0 Ab 
Bottord, B.C. where she is now ling 

Robert Lemiel married Buelah Omstead and 
had the following children: Shella, Patrick, 
Florence, John, and Carolyn. Robert and Buelal 
fare reired and reside at Toulmne, California, 
USA 

William Orrin married 1va Chest and they 
tu the folowing children: Harvey, Patrica, 
Robert (deceased), Carolyn, Elaine snd Arlene 
Orrin and iva reside on the William Lemuel 
Nomestead near Benaito, Alberta 

“John Wesley married Mae Huator and had the 
fotiowing ‘clldren: ‘Kenneth, Lucy Mae and 
Margaret. John and Mae reside at Iroquois, On 
fario where Jona is retired. 

‘Naney Irene married Theodore Bardwell and 
thelr children are: Kenneth, Joyce and. Alle 
‘They resided at Benallo where Theodore Was 
employed at alumber yard unl his death rene 
then married Rudy Rasmussen and had the 
folowing additional children” ronald, Dante 
Shirley and Loyal. Irene and Rudy are retired 
And now reside at Abbotsord, B.C 

da Lenora married Henry Monteith, Thelr 
cquldren are Florence, Marian, Donal, Diana, 
Robert, Orrin, Nell, Norma, Betty and Sharon 
Higa sind Henry reside on their Tarr at High 
Prairie, Albert, 

ida tay married Stewart Meeres and had the 
folowing children: Murray and Lyle. Ida and 
Stewart ve In Red Deer, where Siewart Is 
employed in realestate. 

‘Ernest Oliver married Violet Cairns and had 
the following’ children: Lionel, David, Sandra 
fod Pauline. ‘They reside on thelr farm al 
Tougheed, Alberta 

















WYLIE, WILLIAM ORRIN — by Orrin and tva 
Wile 


William Orrin, born March 19, 1900 in Post 
Falls, Idaho, came to Canada with hs parents in 
12 io live’on hs Tather's homestead west of 
Benalto, In 1908 Orrin started school, walking 
Hhvee miles aerass country to Melita School His 
frst teacher was the late Mrs, Oswald Forkan. 
Op hls first Christmas concert he remembers 6 
neighbour coming to take the family with team 
nd slelgh, driving right across fences, as the 
Stow was so deep and hard. In the summer he 
Femembers walking to Bvaris to exchante eas 
tnd butter for groceries and to clleet helt mal. 
ii vwas necessary to use a boat fo cross the river 

‘As Orrin grew older he and his sisters spent 
much of thet winter hunting and trapping, often 
Catching between {Wo and three hundred 
mnuskrats and weasels. He remembers driving 
Horses or a team of oxen to dances. He later 
Faised & number of horses and catle, and aften 
‘ona Sunday te folks ofthe district would gather 
A the Wylie farm for a stampede, pleking out the 
best uekers for the Benalt Stampede 








n February 2, 1940 Wiliam Orsin married 
va Christie in 191, after taking over the home 
farm following is father’s death, Orrin was 
Nalled out one hundred percent but managed to 
alvage green feed for the stock. In the spring of 
19 there was one ofthe worst floods inthe coun 
try. The Wylles nad to wade, in water one and a 
haf feet deep, tothe og houses to rescue newly 
‘born pigs. On April 1 Joi, there was a bad Di 
zara, the emperature 30 degrees below zero, and 
ihe snow so deep and hard one could reach over 
the telephone lines on what is now the Number TL 
highway. The highway was impassable for over 
4 week, the only vehicles mooie being Shoe. 
opote’s “eats”, removing snow. Inthe spring of 
198 there was’ another food on the Medicine 
River. In 1949 Orrin changed trom horse arava 
thachinery to power machinery. ‘The telephone 
Was put in in 18, and in 1988 eleette power was 
Installed, va Catherine (Chrtste) Wylie was 
bom at Jenner, Alberta, where’ she went To 
Sehool for two years.’ Her father was 
Yeterinarian. ‘Thea the family lett for Viking 
Where Iva aitended fubstone Hull and Philly 
School near Viking. Iva worked at varlous homes 
in 'Turer Valley, Stauffer, and Benalto before 
setting married. 

(Of fhe children of Wiliam Orrin and Iva, all 
were born in Eckville, Harvey attended school at 
[Bensito and continued by taking a year at SAI, 
He spent quitea few years driving "eats" on con- 
Eruetion work. He married Shella Kalaptas In 
1862 andthe wo children are Becky and stacy. 
They presently have a quarter af land tnree 
miles east of the Dovercourt Hall, where they 
False Quarter and Appaloosa horses. Harvey 
Works for the Alberta Gas Tvunk Lines and 
Shella works for the RCMP ag a secretary. 

Patricia Ella took her schooling at Benalto 
and afterwards worked at te Eckvile Hospital 
nd at the Eekeille Coop, as well as working at 
the Eckrile Dalry Poel Creamery. In 1961 
Porieia marvied Ronald Kind and they live in 
trailer on the Norman Well's farm. Ron is & 
‘water well driller, and works for Roy Forrester, 
Flan also, during his spare time, helps Norman 
Wells on’his farm. Patricia and Ron have (0 
irs, Cindy Patricia and Rhonda Gall 

Robert David lost hs life ian accident in 
1967 

‘Carolyn Mary Mae also took er schooling at 
Benaifo, After Teaving school she worked in he 
Eekvie Coop for about to Years and then 
Worked for some time at tie Central Alberta 
Dalty Pool, Carolyn married Wayne Oberne and 
they are now living In Kamloops, B.c., where 
they manage the Trans-Canada Gulf Ol! Station 
‘They’ worked for some time in Eckvile before 
leaving for British Columbia, Wayne working at 
the Revelstoke Lumber Yard. Carolyn and 
Wayne have two children — Tammy and Trevor. 

‘Elaine Ruth received her education in 
Benalto and Eekvile then went to work io the 
Imperial Bank In Eckville. Later she was 











transferred to various branches of the bank in 
‘Alberta and British Columbia, and also worked 
{Se receptionist and pay roll cle Francis 
Hospital in Nelson, B.C, fr shee years. At pres 
tent she i bookeeeper for Shell Ol Compan in 
Kamloops, Bc 

"Arlene Joan attended school at Benalto, 
sylvan Lake, and Kamloops, B.C. She also spent 
a bret time at Red Deer College. After leaving 
Echool Arlene worked at various js, but, being 
mulch younger than the rest ofthe faily, has not 
Yel deeided upon a career 
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AINSWORTH, KELSA WADDELL (BILL) 

‘orm September 15,1907, Bl Alnsworih came 
to the Leedale area in April 185. He worked 
Some time for O. B. Moore operating a breaking 
low, helping to break up many acres of land in 
fhe Leedaie area, Bill was aleo handy with fools 
nd dda lot of mechanic work in the area forthe 
farmers, iy the spring of 1841 he purchased the 
SW2ra1-W5, a paw CPLR, quarter, 

mest Morlock came out the spring of 3982 
and Worked with Bil Unill August. ‘They Both 
Fetumed to the Big Valley district where ‘Bl 


tharrled Ermest’s aster, Ruby, in August, 1982 
"Bll and Ruby lived at Benjamin part of Wo 
summers, 194) and Mt, Stewart, thelr eldest, 
‘was born in the Rimbey Hospital. 
Tn August of 191 they moved to Byemore, 
‘They were blessed with four more sons, Max: 


Allen, Marvin and Merlyn (twins), They ralsed 
thelr 'famiiy’on'a farm, where Bl and Ruby 
retired, Turning the Work over to Max. Bil 
passed away July 6, 1975, and Is buried. at 

Ruby resides on the {arm with Max, Stewart 
resides tn Sangudo, Allen In Fort McMurray, 
3iarvin in Calgary and Merlyn In Edmonton, 

Bl was alwavs kind and tought, helping 
anyone any way he could 





‘For the smallest baby (two pounds anda few 
ounces) ever born there and having lived only 
because hls father gave him brandy after the 
Doctor gave up, and later said he could never 
stand hard work, Bl did manage to live tra 
‘ood many years of Just that. 


‘THE BENJAMIN GET-TOGETHER CLUB 

"The clib started in February 19 with 16 
‘membess, whieh in fhe nex! few months became 
Sirmembers. The first meeting was held when 
Tobe! Guest invited us to her home to slart & 
Social club. We nad a membership fee of 25 cents 
{and 10 cenis fr tea, We retained these fees Unt] 
587, when we raised them a litle 

“Tne fret officers were’ Mrs. von Tettenborn 
aspresident, Mrs. J. Layton vice-president, Mrs 
J. Wingate’ secretary and. Mrs. C. Land 
eporter to the fimbey Record. At the fourth 
neering we assumed fesponsiblity for the an 
tual plenle and the Christmas entertainment 
Fram that time on we assumed more duties 19 
assist the community. ‘Three ‘entertainment 
‘roups were chosen, these Would provide enter 
{ainment for the month, also wood forthe tre 
Some very good entertainments were put on 
Mrs. F. Vipond was especially good at wetting It 
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ie plays and Mfrs. C. Plerson provided a lot of 

‘The. 'Get-togethers" believed in_ getting 
togetter, in spite of weather oF roads. There are 
several’ stories of getting. to those early 
Imeeings: Like the ime Mr. Hakkehitched a0 
‘heeled wagon to an old rsetor and Neaded for 8 
‘meeting at Beryl Layton’, pleking up elub mer 
bers and their children on the way, unt they 
‘were hanging on at all angles, ‘There was the 
Say it was muddy ‘and very ite gravel) for a 
meting at Molly Oborne's. Margaret Mogensen 
Took her rubber tired wagon, a couple of horses 
Anda lot of club members. We gota the meeting 
‘nine style, but lt aust have Falned during the 
afternoon, beeause onthe way home we al ook 
tt our shoes and had a perfectly ilarous time 
helping’ push the oagon up the alls. Such 
‘ua! Clyaie Both used fo pull her youngest up 
the long hla ite wagon ta get to some ofthe 
‘meetings and Car and Bers! Layton remember 
folng to a meeting at Alma von Tettenborn's 
‘vith thete young children ina Bennet Wagon and 
a Tear of horses and spending a couple of ours 
fn the way home, because one ofthe horses just 
lay down inthe road and reused to move. Nels 
Mogensen came tothe fescue that day with 
team and pulled the batky ene up.'The men co 
gperaied vondrflly inthe bad Water weather 
Bp taking heirwives tothe meetings, Quite often 
they would stay nd visit with the man of the 
use for ihe afternoon, 

‘During the war we sent parcels tothe boys of 
the community who were in the armed forces 
and atthe end of the war Wwe put on a banquet In 
‘hein honor 

‘When the schools were centralized and the 
chllaren were bused to Eckvlle, the community 
Selded vo buy the setool fora community nal, 
‘The club was willing to take over the Tespon: 
sibility, of running It, Dut the government 
Wouldn't have I, they dida't thi ladies clubs 
Were noted for a very long ie 

‘For our 25th anniversary we had a pot luck 
dinner atthe home of Mrs. H- Land with aa an 
hiversary cake decorated by Mrs. J. Wingate, 
We also celebrated with a party af te hall: We 
Invited alt the former members that we Could 
sand put on a program with skits and plays that 
‘We tad used in the earlier years 

In Canada’s Ceotennial year we held a pot 
duce dinner and pene. We ivited former pups, 
teachers and anvone who had lived inthe com 
‘ually. Approximately 120 people joined ia the 
festivities and everyone reported a good time. 

“There are only three members left of the 
original club — Mrs. J. Layton, Mrs, J. Wingate 
and Mis. H. Land. Fourteen of the original 
embers are now dead — Sirs. C. Land, Ms. F 
‘Wingate, ts. E. B. Guest, Mrs, C.Plerson, irs 
C. Bakke, Mrs, Ry Maddock, Airs, F. Vipond, 
hes. W. Scott, Mrs, G. Aller, Mrs, R, Nevlor, 
Mrs. A.‘Taylor, Mes. Kraft rs. C. Hopper 
and airs. P) MeTighe, Al present the 























‘membership isthe smallest that thas ever been, 
So many have let the district, There are only 
twelve of us now But We sl look forward tothe 
‘pecings and don't nave any problems geting fo 


BENJAMIN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1586 — by 
Mary Kilpatrick 

‘When the first settles came to this district 
was a virgin lan, tals were nonexistent, trees 
fad io be felled by hand and cleared avray to let 
the teams of oxen and horses puling thet heavy 
loads of possessions tnrough and then only tobe 
Stopped ya swamp or muskeg. In summer 
‘hese falls usualy followed the high land and 
‘when Winter came then could the swamps De 
{rossed when they became a vast nowy frozen 
Waste land. Our district has been blessed ‘with 
‘any settlers who filed 08 thelr homesteads sti 
Fomining in the familes up to five generations 
later. ‘There are the Lands, the Hoppers, he 
Taylors, the Wingates, the Laves, the Porters 
(now Shorrocks) ihe Laytons, the Prasers, the 
Bovers and Johasmans. (now ihe A. Kllpaticks 
and Dave Kilpatricks). This astlet when i as 
ist formed included sections 26, 25,4, and 13 
41-4.W5, Later on these sections were deleted and 
Dart went to Leedale an part to Cimlet dlsticts, 

‘When these fst sets came Into the ls 
trict thet’ closest railroad and fown, Lacombe, 
Wie was 40 miles away’ to the east and ou 
Brovince was then known ‘as the Nori West 
Torstories 

T1805 4 group of homesteaders got together 
fo organize a school district andthe rst school 
board members were, Frank Benjamin, George 
Taylor and’ Duncan’ Layton. Frank Wingate 
donated land fr the school site at the NW cof 
ft 2041:3:65. Part of the balling material was 
Rauled from Lacombe by George Taylor and his 
team of mules. The sehoo! was builtin 197 with 
Tink Boyer and Frank Benjamin as carpenters. 








‘Prank Jonnaman Ie, Ade tana, Leta Lae, ae. Tayo, 8 
ret La, K to Wn se Ae 















































































School opened in 198 with Duncan Layton as the 
frst teacher, Some of the first pups were: Er 
hie, red, Ralph, Gene and Eva Benjamin (Eva 
mich preterred to be called Evangeline as she 
Ticed the name mueh better than Eva), Eth 
Hazel and’ Sheloy ‘Taylor. As Franke Benlamin 
had the most eden golng to school it was 
Secided that the name of Benjamin be given to 
the district and sehoo, In 1810 Frank Benjamin 
moved away leaving the school in a precarious 
pasiton with not enough enildren to get a grant. 
This plagued the district for quite a number of 
sears, During thls period school was held only 
half time, School in the early days Was held 
most im the summet months as cold and dis. 
{ance made'It o risky to send children to school 
inthe winter, As was Customary in all the ds 
tits the school was not only a place of learning 
but also the hub of community life there were 
tard parties, dances, churen,plenies, political 
fneelings and elections. There was the most ln 
portant oceasion of the year, the Christmas 
oncert sith Its hours of preparation when the 
‘ilaren got up on the stage and performed thelr 
Feelttions, songs and plays tothe best of thelr 
biliy. Each and everyone of the. teachers 
Would putin many ong hours geting costumes 
nd props ready for thal night On this spectal 
ght the sehoot would be. overflowing 
parents, ebildsen and friends, One thing that 
Lmazed me was the huge amount of Christmas 
treats that were bagged up forall the children 
who came from witiin the district as well as 
those who eame tram other districts. Times were 
hard when ‘ese homesteaders wore trying 1 
fet started farming and there was not much ex 
‘a cash to be had but every eld went home 
cltening their tle bag of goodies, 

Te would tot be fitting not to mention the 
‘wonderful teachers who But up with 80. man 
Tardships In those days. They were a spectal 
breed of people who came out to these Isolated 
frontlers to teach. There was no tescherage at 
the Benjamin School, so they elther haa toride, 
drive or wall fo sehodl every day from the tome 
Shere they were boarding. Many of the teachers 
Svould take the enldren on nature walks through 
the woods, along the creek or up on top of "old 
Sudy ty 899 shen Me, Dowling was tenening 
tne ofthe highlights of that era rere our softball, 
ames, Every chance Mr. Dovllng got he would 
fetthe childcen out to practice bal He entered 
tur school in the Cenifal Alberta Softball Tour 
ftament at Lacombe, The ehildren trom Ben 
Jamin pat ona very good showing and thelr Last 
fame was against a fown team. This tearm fram 
‘own flgured itey had itn the bag whe they sa 
‘he country binmpkins they had fo play agains. 
‘it furned out the tow kids found out that those 
bbamplins wero no push over and we wen the cup 
for Central Alberta. ‘The. cup was a coveted 
possession of the Benjamin sehool children for 
‘hat year 

Ta the southeast corner of the Benjamin 























District is a large hill that is known as “Old 
Baldy", ‘The road "0. Eckvlle used to. wind 
round the east and south side of tals hil. In 
‘winter i would become as ley and slippery as & 
Skating rink and it was a challenge fo eer go 
tp or down, The mud inthe Suramer season was 
Sst as bad Yo have to contend with. Baldy In the 
arly day's was noted fr its snakes and I'm sure 
that when fall came that every snake in the coun 
tty Jor miles around weat up onthe hil fo hier. 
hate. Then in the month of Mayon awarm day It 
{Jou should ave gone up tere the ground Would 
ier itterly crawling vith the serpents, John 
‘Archer bull a home on the Mil inthe early days 
fhut he never lived there too Long. Why he lett = 
‘ot known, perhaps all those snaces were nol {0 
their liking as mis home Was stuated close To the 
top of Baldy. When the trees were not a tall as 
row, Il was one of the most sete areas inthe 
‘tate, When you looked seross the valley tothe 
Southwest you could see the Medielne Valley 
with al its cetilers" tomes, feds of golden gral, 
the aurumn colours the distant purple hls snd ik 
the far distance the majestic Rocky Mountains 
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“The years that Benjamin District was inthe 
Rocky Division isnot known But ft was in When 
Mis Alma. von ‘Tettenbora was teaching. the 
{erm of 1082 end 194%. Irene Wingate was doing 
Janitor work at the school and they ran oUt Of 
{rood so they used up some old broken chales oF 
“anything ese they could get told of that would 
‘buna and when the supply of wood fan out they 
Went over to Wingates and finished the day ot 
School there. The school disrlets were a5 hard 
up as the peopl, first there was the depression 
fd then the wa so there was little extra money 


to be had. One day in 1945 a car drove into the 
Seool yard with horn Dlaring and & Union Jack 
flying from the radiator eap and young man by 





thenane ot Jim Wingate was yelling "The wari 
over, the War Is over", That sas a day Mrs, 
‘Tesieaborn recals there was a holiday’ forall the 
‘ups in the school 
Later on the Lacombe Municipality tank over 
the district and In 1819 they bought a: school 
house trom ‘Blacktalds and moved it three 
‘Warters ofa mile easton Sia Hopper’s and. The 
fd schoo! was put up for bids and. Alfred 
Kipatsick bought it and moved ito the farm 
‘where its sill In use to thls day. The property 
‘rere the old school stood was bough bak Dy 
Jim Wingate betore 1 could be Feturned to the 
Wingate homestead 
‘Re following lst of teachers has been com: 
piled from the memories of some of our dstrit's 
Fesidents and former teachers, They may not be 
Inthe order they taught and itis with regret 
Shoula any be missed. M.D. M. Lavton, Mr. 
Favs, Mr. Marsh, Mls Flo Johnston, Mss 
‘Kingsep, Mi. Trenholme, Mr. MacDonald, Miss 
ME Craig, Mss E. Edmonds, Miss 
=. Tons, Miss O. Heftven, Mss E. Smithy Mr 
Wm. Fraser, Me. E. Dowling, Miss. Wallace, 
Miss E: Hyde, Miss M Ross, irs. Alma von Tet 
leaborn, Mr. E. Ingram, Mfr. E. Dams, Miss 8 
Peterson, Miss f. Hust Supervisors at about the 
‘year starting 1046 were Miss L. Jonson, Miss N. 
Bakke, Strs. Dora Wingate, and Mss Tean Bed: 
does. The teachers who taught inthe new school 
wore Airs, Helen Newman, Mr W. Saunders, and 
Miss D. Dobbs 


About 20 vears ago the Anglican Church held 
sorviees Inthe sehool and al that time there also 
‘was an undenominational Sunday” School eid 
too. The schoo! was closed in 1954 and the com: 
‘ually bought It fora community centre and the 
hlldren were bused to Eekulle 


In September of 1953 a small feeder bus was 
used fo bus the children from the west and north 
fend ofthe district othe big bus, These to buses 
‘met at Herb Lana's corner. A: Haneher Took on 
the Job of driving the small bus but soon turned t 
Over to hls son Laverne. Laverne drove this bus 
for several years, Tere wars bresk in between, 
When Gene Lazzer took over busing the children 
{o school. Then the county bought the buses and 
they hired Laverne fo drive the feeder bus agai, 
‘The test year that the Buses ran in the Benjamin 
Disiret there was no such thing as Foads, There 
was no gravel an any side Tosds and ih some 
laces tere were no roads. In 1955 our counselor 
Biltrea Haarstad put n 3 niles of roads in three 
‘wesks. What @ wonderful change to not have 
pull our ears out by tractor toamain road to get 
{o'town, Very tle has been done to these roads 
Since except for grading and gravelling. Theres 
now a paved road that goes through the district 
From north Yo soutt a is in about the mide of 
fhe alstriet tis Secondary’ Highway’ No. 76 




















This sa lst ofthe very first homesteaders in 
the Benjamin District om whom there has been 
no history avalable. All these people lived atone 
time within township 42-.W3. Thanks must be 
ven tothe Provinelal Avehives of Alberta from 
‘hom thls Information twas abtalned, Please 
note that only the sections are mentloned not the 
(quarter sections and that the year aso 1 men 
Honea, 
Section 14 
Sohn 'B. Mincke 1905, L. K. Frichey 1905, We, 
Malcom 106, ‘Dfaleoim Fraser 190, Andrew 
Dutt 197, 
Section 15 
Hy Castleman 190, Olat Walln 1908, axel West 
Ing 1068. 
Section 16 
Andrew Duff 1908, John Cameron 1407, Scott 
‘Wile 1912, 8. Len 1805, Harry Storer 1905, rs 
Richer Ii, E. Teets 1805 
Section 18 
Alex J. McDougall 1906, John McNab 1917, 
Phineas 8, Dunham 3911, Clement V. Chasson, 
Henry O'Neill 197, fd iverson 1905, Fran 
Motte 13 
Section 20 
Herman Hoppell 19, Philip MeLennan 1906. 
Section 22 
5. ML. Fraser 1905, M. 
Section 26 
Ray W. Shofer 1907 
Section 28 
William Ralph Palson 107, Bernard Olson 198, 
He Allen Flack 190 Mathias C. Kessinger 
i Al Gotta 
LA, Benjamin 1905, Edward Archer 1907, R. 
Frank Benjamin 1918, 0.0. Archer 
Section 32 
Geo. J. Coty 196, High Gannon 195, Tao Arthur 
‘usin 90 
Robt. E, Hond 1006, Frank Hewitt 100 
"Tals summarizes all the history tht has been 
obtainable of our district. Thope that the readers 
Will bear with me as Lkaow there are perhaps 
Inistakes as to events and dates, Ite very hard 
to puta history together when there are no 
Fecords obtainable. Without the help of te many 
‘ld timers who are sil iving this history would 
fot have been compile, 


Smith 








HUGO Roos 

THs reported that Hugo Boos was bora tn 
Wiseonsiny U.S.A. In. 1882, He iled on is 
homestead the SE S213. in the Benjamin 
District and reoelved his patent in 1910. He left 
his homestead to Join the Canadian Army when 
World War 1 brake out, He returned t0 the 
Homestead in 19, 

“Hugo. Boos worked in sawmills west of the 
GGimlet Creek in the early days, He was a very 











humorous and kind man, Al he neighbors hed 
the highest regards for him. He was Very fond of 








animals and took great pride in his horses and 
Sock 

‘1944 oF 185 Hugo Boos sold his farm, stock 
and machinery to Mrs. Winnifred Walling and 
‘moved to B.C. He passed away in B.C. om July 7 
48H atthe age of 83 


IRVIN BOTH FAMILY 

Tein Both and is cousin, Lee Both, lett 
Blackie, Alberta and moved into a log shack 
hortheast of the Aurora sehool. They arrived on 
Rovember 12,1858, They lived in this shack fora 
‘month or tWo then moved tn wih Bll Gardner 
The tree of them eit posts about six miles wes 
at Aurora, for whieh thev got the big sum of three 
teats a post or thee dollars a load of 100 posts, 
‘They traveled back and forth with horses and 
delivered tele loads anywhere in the country. A 
Tead of posts brought enough fo buy tobacco, one 
hundred pounds of flour and a palt of overall, 
‘They also shot squrrels for seven cents a hide 
tnd vabbts at three cents each. They got fifty 
fens a cord for firewood which they ut and 
tule 

In the spring of 195 Irvin went to work for Joe 

‘zer. He put the erop in on crop shares That 
Year. Irvin's mother end sister (Gertrude, now 
rs, Gaylord Fizer) came out in 1998 frorn Van 
fouver Island. tn the fll the famliy moved into a 
log shack belonging to Mrs, Eevernden, 

Irvin Worked around the Eckvile rea in 1895 
and 1907, and was married to Clyaie Reidlinger 
fn November 12, 1997, Irvin worked. many 
‘rinters inthe sawrnlis at Meshes mill for one 
Gollar a day. ‘The Government took thirteen 
ents aday of tls for a hospital plan. All through 
‘he forties he worked at a mumber of save, 

‘ater our marriage we ived in various places 








Until we settled on a quarter SW 1041.25, on 
‘May 24, 1858, We farmed with Rorses for many 
years, We farmed this place for exactly 36 years 
before moving to Eckville on May 24, 1975. We 
old the farm to Ralph Krell 

We have tive children. Lee was married to 
Erva Heringer In 158, They farmed for Walter 
Hoglund for a number of years then moved to 
‘her own place In the Benjamin area. Thy had 
{wo childeen, Melanie and Kevin. Lee ang Eva 
parted company after ten or twelve years and 
Were dlvoreed, Lees now married to Mabel Fell 
nthe” ave farming inthe Benjamin area 

“hm was married to Sharon Tackson ia 1368, 
‘They live n Red Deer area and have three gris 

‘Sherrie:Ann, Rhonda and Jamie. Jim as done 
‘carpenter work all these Years, 

(Charlie married Ann Hebert in 1965. They live 
Calgary, where e is an eleeticlan. Their 0 
boys are Tim and John. 

‘Doreen was married to John Noble in 1964. 
‘They farm northeast of Bluffton, They have 180 
sins and a boy — shelley, Tammle and John 

Gloria ls sil single and ‘ving im het-ovmn 
home in Rea Deer. She Isa Certified Nurse's Ad 
in the Dr. Richard Parsons Hospital. 











OVER A. LINCOLN, BAUM KATHRYN AND 
SOHNSMAN HARRIET AND FRANK — by 
Mary Kilpatrick 

‘Mrs. Kathryn Baum, my grandmother was 
born in Buller Indiana, U.S.A. in August of 18, 
he was married to Fill Boyer in 16. To this 
{lon were born three boys, AL. (Link) in 1858 
fn January 6 The other twa infants died within a 
‘month of their betas. In 87H Ell Boyer passed 
away. Eighteen years later Grandmother 
farvied Jesse Bavm trom Valparaiso, Indiana 
lind they had one child Harriet who became my 

















Uncle Link came to the Medicine Valley near 
Leeda in 192 with Guy Farrow. These two men 
came from Himmer, South Dakota where uncle 
fad land near the ceded Yankton Sioux Indian 
Reservation, Unele and Guy Farrow blazed the 








trail rom Fed Schrader’s tomestead southwest 
of Rimbey tothe SE 954L4.W5, These to men 
Were ooking for rangeland to rin aarge nerd ot 
Tale and horses, The tail they blazed to what 
Was fo be their homesteads was in vrai land 
and they had many’ hardships as Im places they 
Were stopped by thick stands of bush, trees and 
Impassable swamps. T remember Unele teling 
af the time they got a pack horse down In 
Stvamp and they worked for hours ting to et 
him out. "The Rorse was one ofthe sulky Hind and 
fo thelr decision was not a happy one because 
they could not leave the animal stuck in the 
Swamp to slowly dle. When these two men say 
the valley’ they thought It was a catlloman’s 
paradise ts the wild grass and veteh grew abun 
‘anil everywhere they looked. Uncle picked out 
the quarter he wanted for his nomestead. He 
buliths cabin upon ahi overlooking tthe west 
the lovely Medicine Valley. Guy Farvow did not 
prove up on his land as he Ister went to British 
Cotanbha to live 

'AS soon as Uncle bull his eabln he went back 
to the States He returned the following year ear 
Iy inthe spring and he made his homestead entry 
for the SE 4-45 for $0 on Maren 23, 1903 
and the on April 2e bough! the quarter directly 
south from the C.P.R. for five dollars an acre 
Settlers began to arrive inthe valley soon after 
his return so Unele Link gave up the idea of 
Fanehing and went to farming. Its Mitte cabin 
fas home to. many who came {ato the valley 
Teoking for farm land, and many stayed with him 
lun they ull thelr cabins: His eabin door w 
never locked whenever he was away as there 
fas always. the chance of someone needing 
Shelter, He offen came home and found Indian 
Walling at the cabin for him, they also were 
fiven food and shelter should they need i 

in the Medicine Lake area there were limber 
‘camps and fe sent up thore and worked part 
time unl he acquired enough lumber fo bulld 
house and barn, Early in 1606 he bal his barn 
and put up he frame work for his house. He nad 
not planned on buldng so soon but due to unfore. 
Seen clrcumstances his plans were changed and 
he built a much smaller barn Than he had a 
Teipated. Five generations have lived In this 
house and tls now the home of out son, Davia 
Kilpatrick and. his family. ‘The house was 
Temodeled in 16, 

Tn the fall of 1806 Uncle went to Washington 
State harvesting. He used to tll of driving 36 
hhead of horses on a combine. The people Re 
‘Worked for had a pet mule which was a mulsance 
‘when they were combining. One day the boss old 
Uncle to niteh the mule up tn the outfit. Ap. 
parenty with the Rite they had on these horses 
they could hiteh up the seldest horse. and he 
‘could go only one direction and that was where 
the lead team was driven as ths team controlled 
the whole out Tony Took one day of this kind 
Ot treatment and the mule stayed clear of the 
fombine from then on. 
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In the latter part of 1908 Uncle went back to 
the. United Slates. and Grandmother Baum 
Feturned with him fo the tomestead. They were 
triven trom Lacombe by a Mr lamliton and in 8 
posteard sent tomy mother. Grandmather told ot 
Row beautiful she thought this country was. She 
fells ef quote "How straight, tal and inek the 
Poplar trees are, so thick that aabblt can hardly 
Bet through." Grandmolner_ would. take my 
Brother and for walks through the woods and 
she would tel us the names ofall the plants and 
what ones ad good medicinal value.” She 
brought her dandelion seed with her when she 
fame up to the homestead so she mould have 
Plenty of greens to cat Lite did she know how 
prolife they would became inthis country. She 
tsed fo make elabbered milk (yogact today) and 
‘witha tle elanamon and sugar twas a treat ft 
{or a queen. Sassafras tea was another treat she 
toed ip make for us ehllzen, 

‘in December 1908 «well was drilled, was 5 
feet deep, It must have been a Blessing as Uncle 
haved his water trom the creek a halt rile 
fay. Winter was always The best time of the 
Sear to goto the nearest town to put in a supply of 
Maples. The rivers were frozen over and ll 
Lake could be erossed on the fe to thelr nearest 
Stopping town of Lacombe. On one suek trp Us 
fle Link went ‘with Frank Benjamin wh was 
Sriving his team of oxen. It was a cold 40 mile 
{nlp behind those slow plodding ereatures. 

‘Grandmother spent much of her time alone 
on the homestead as Uncle was away in the fll 
‘and winters working in umber eamps, aslong as 
fs she had close neighbors. It was not $0 
Tonesome. Many people cane Into the valley In 
the early days ‘and many found ploneering 00 
{ul ot hardships and'so departed for othe lands, 
When there were no nelghbors close. Grand 
‘other usally had someone come and stay with 
her. Her long winter days were spent sewing, 
Knliting and feading her bitle. She could make 
the mast beautiful quilts and every stitch was 
perfectly sewn, In the summer she raised huge 
Bardens and’ she was well known for several 
filles around. for er abundance of garden 
produce. Ia 1910 grandmother gota root cellar 
nd she sold $10 worth of cabbage. How many 
pounds of cabbage this would have been is not 























known ut Imagine that it would amount to 
Several hundreds of pounds, 

“The following year Grandmother had a trip to 
Florida and hen she returned tothe homestead 
hr daughter Harriet (my mother) came with 
fer, ‘The lonely times were over for” grand 
‘other, Mother was a trained nurse and se had 
fmpleied her training at Cook County Hospital 
In'chieago. Mother's uncle, De, Sohn Firestone 
bad wanted ner to come to Denver where he was 
Practicing and nurse tere, The wages were 23a 
week. Instezd she decided to come to Canada to 
be with her brother and mother: twas not long 
Until Mother was called onto serve the frontier 
dsiriels in many an emergency. ‘The closest 
Goclor vas at Lacombe the first ‘wo or three 
Sears she was here, Mather used Yo tell of the 
‘ondiions she had to nurse under, Pneumonia 
$nudappendieitis were the two most common and 
Serious allments. She went winter, summer, day 
frnight over trails that were hub Geep im td in 
the spring and fu of bog oles when she Ltt her 
broiners ite homestead. shack on te ill 
ther always praised the Rome made kitehen 
{ables for aperations as they were sturdy bul 
She used fo fell of ane young lad she nursed 
rough pneumonia only fo have him come Gown 




















with an appendietts attack, The doctor was sent 
for at Latcombe:and when he snd hs assistant 
arelved the kitchen had already been 
ttansformed into an operating Foom by Mother 
Bnd the operation was carried out be coal i 
Tighe! The young lad after a long convalesence 
grew fnto a fine young man. In 1914 Dr. Samuel 
Byers came to Rimbey and Mother nursed for 
him tn this azea until hospital was bat In 
imbey in 193, 

‘Grandmother and Uncle Link used to have a 
tall, dark and handsome young bachelor come 
over fo visit them. The young man's name was 
Frank Johasman he carne from Celina Ohlo in 
{07 and owned a homestead NE 642.3 W3. This 
Ishow my Mother and Father met and they were 
married fot Years later In Calgary in November 
1915. Dad and. Uncle Link started farming 
fogeiner and farmed. the test of their Ives 
togetter 

‘On a winter's day Dad was out spitting wood. 
when he aceldentally chopped his amb with the 
‘axe, When he got to the house and Mother save 
the injury she sav that he had severed the thurs 
Close fo the fist Joint and that the severed part 
‘vas beingteld to the ret ofthe thumb by asall 
piece of skin on the Inside ofthe thumb, Mother 
had Dad bend his ingers and cradle the Injured 
thurmb into the bent forefinger, then they went to 
Rimbey tothe Dr's offie: Dr, Byers took a good 
Took atthe Injured thumb and said he could ast 
have done a better job o setting himself and to 
Keep in the postion until healed. Da was 
always proud of the execllent job Mother had 
lane on his thumb as there was onl a aleline 

ered him all through the 














ad bought two more quarters before 1990 the 
SSW aL4L.W5 from the CP. and the NW SDs 
S.W3, As Dad and Unele Link cleared more land 
{hey bought more livestock ‘and raised hogs 
They hauled elgnt wagon Toads of hogs one time 
{o Ekle with the help of several nelghbors, 
they eft in'the early morning hours in the 


summer 80 that the heat of the day would not 
fetfect the hogs. They also bought @ carload of 
Work horses in Calgary about this time to. The 
fone quarter Dad bought was heavily timbered 
Sand Dad girdled 120 acres ofthis and. To girdle a 
{tee you would ehop through the bark all the way 
aroun the tree trunk about two o tre feet up 
irom the ground, thls would kill the tree and then 
ater ven a strong wind came up the trees were 
allfellea Dad brake a tre guard around this area 
‘and when conditions were just ght he set fire fo 
the fallen trees. Two ar three burnings like this 
and the land was barren ofall trees and brush 
find ready 0 break up 

‘My brother Prank was born July 6, 3618 and 
Mary came along the cold winter of 190 and 
1900, 11 was about 199) taat Dad and Mother 
‘moved over to the NW 30-413:03, They had John 
Cine bull them a house and Dad ult a log 
barn, Twas from this farm that we children 
‘went (0 schoo! at Benjamin In 1925 T contacted 
pollo and with all the Drills andthe depression 
Bad never finished our home the Way’ he would 
fave liked to do, Grandmother passed away on 
‘May 16,1831 a her home ands buried at Rimbey 
‘in Mount Aubutm cemetery. It was during this 
time that the depression hit everyone alike and 
‘here was very ite money fo be had even for 
‘emorgencles. It wus during thi period that my 
brother Frank came down with an attack. of 
appendicitis. Tt was on a September day in 1934 
thathe was eperated on inthe St Paul's Hospital 
In imbey. While convatescing at home he got 
an embolicm and passed. away. at home on 
Novernber 18, 1984. and buried at Rimmbey in 
‘Mount Aubura Cemetery. T finished my ecto: 
ing im the Leedale High Senoo! and also in Ed 

in 1940 Uncle Link passed away in the 
Lacombe Hospital, on. Noveraber 23, and is 
buried in Mount Auburn Cemetery at Rimbey 

Tt veas on Tuly 7, 1941 that Alfred Kilpatrick 
and were married: We have twa children a boy 
Bavid'and a girl Frankie. We have four 
frandenildven. My" tusband and I are Uving 
fon the farm’ across the road. trom the old 
homestead. In 1915 Mother and Dad moved into 
Ritmbey. and ‘retired there, Dad passed. away 
June 6, 1861 and Mother on October 1, 168 and 
both ake buried in the Mount Auburn Cemetery 
at Rimbey, Under the Dan Kilpatrick story more 
{s weitten on our family 

Taave written the story of my family after 
spending nour’ looking thebugh ld documents, 
Posteards and letters. Tt spans a period of 76 
Nears and starts when Alberta. was then the 
North West Territories tothe present time, T'sit 
and ponder why ld my parents come to thls 
fountry, was It the ploneer sprit in them or di 
they’ feel here was @ freedom here that was not 
To'bo bad in thelr county If twas freedom we 
‘ust al guara it very carefUlly and not let tbe 
Taken away from us slowly and silently by eon 
trots and regulations 











BURKE, ED 

Mr, Burke came to the Benjamin District 
from Ontario. He homesteaded the NE 16413 
W5."He usually worked om is land for the 
Summer montas but often went tothe umber 
armpe west of Rocky Mountain House for the 
winter. 

"The Liner ¢hildren remember Me, Burke as a 
good natured bachelor neighbor. They walked 
Scross ls yard to and from school and they loved 
to stop and talk to Mr. Burke. He was always 
‘ready to vist with them or tell themn story 

Mr. J.-M. MeDonald stayed with Mr. Burke 
when he! Was teaching Benjamin School. He 
‘rove with his horse and buggy from there to he 
School 

Me. Burke married widow fom Leedale in 
the fall of 1823, Shorly ater that Mr. and Mrs, 
‘Burke sald the farm and moved toa place south 
fast of Rimbey 

“ME. Burke passed away a few years later 


‘CARROLL, CHARLES AND EDNA— by Edna 
Carrol! 

Tana Shorrock married Charlle Carrol of 
Gilby, formeriy of Drumheller, In September of 
041 They farmed south of the Medicine River 
for one year before Charile received his call 10 
the army. In Apri, 1942 he went to Camrose fo 
Basle Training, leaving Ena at the home of er 
patents: Soon he Was stationed at Vitara, B.C. 
In the Canadian Artery, where Eana joined 
hm In November, 1842. 

"After five years, at the end of World War Il, 
‘hey began farming agaln with Charles father 
1817 They lived again on the farm south of the 
Medicine River on Seetion 38. By this time they 
had ‘a"inree-vear-old daughter, Beverly, 
followed by a daughter, Heather Anne, Dorn in 
19; and a third daughier, Penny Jane, born it 
194 

Th August, 1851, they hired Art Lutz to move 
thelr three-Toom house toa new location five 
Illes away on the quarter where they stil lve. 
‘They were blessed with three. more children 
daughter Nite Loulse, born in 1953, and a son, 
CChartes Freeman Stuart born i 1957, Kathleen 
‘Marie was their last ell born in 1958, 

‘Beverly marsied Ronala Aldridge of Golden, 
B.C. in 1904. They’ have two sons, Terry and 
Steven, Their home isin Willams Lake, B.C 

Heather married Robert Hebert of St Aibert 
lp 196k. Their two daughters are Rochelle and 
Candace 

‘Pena Jane marvied Bill Rushton and lives at 
Blaekfalas They have two sons, Jay nd Jimmy. 

Nita Loulse married. Neil Harrison of 
Lacombe in September, 1872. They have one lt 
tie soo, Ryan Charles, ana live at present in he 
Red Deer area, 

‘Son Freeman passed away atthe early age of 
8 years, In 9tL 

Daughter Kaihleen stil ives at home. she 
sgraduated from high schoo! in Eckville In 197 











THE FAMILY 
CARROLL 

‘AS so many other famlles in the 180s, the 
Ccarrll tamlly moved here from southeastern 
Alberta's Drumheller area in 180, 

Mr. Hurley” Carroll was born in. Oregon, 
US.A. coming fo the Cariboo area of British 
Coluribia ‘atthe age of 18 Years, after a short 
time spent In the American army. He had been 
rained. as a telegrapher and worked for the 
Railway at Vancouver and Prince George. There 
he met Charles ana Wallam Gow, aso ralroad 
employees. ‘The Gow brothers and thelr sister 
Beattie had recentiy come west {rom Peter 
borough, Ontario. Beattie worked in flrist's 
shop in Vancouver. On tele visits from Prince 
George her brothers brought slong Hurley 
Cara 

“They soon were married and moved around 
‘he Cariboo astrict, where Mfr. Carroll worked 
26a telegrapher and iso asa packing gulde out 
of Quesnel for a walle. They were ving at 150 
Nile House when thelr first two ehildren were 
born, Helen Margaret and Marjorie Jean, As 
there was no town at 250 Mile House as Yet, rs 
Carroll was taken by stagecoach to relatives in 
Kamloops to aveat the birth of thelr hil, 

Mrs, Carroll thought living inthe Cariboo was 
4 great adventure and had many Interesting 
Stories about thelr fives. in" interior. Belish 
Columbia, as this was an exclting time with the 
people coining in from all ver Canada and the 
Siates. ‘The stageeasch had: many” stopping 
houses which are stl standing beside the pres: 
nt Cariboo ‘Trail from Hope to Prince George. 

Soon, however, the Carrol family moved to 
Drumfeller, alberta, where Me. Carroll worked 
In the coal shines farmed, and ana day. They 
had ihre sons also — Bill, Charlte and Gordon. 
When drowgit became so bad that most people 
were foreed to sell out, the family decided To 
ome nor, 

With sll thelr household effects on, tive 
wagons, they sarted across country. "Thele 
dest daughter was by this ime In Calgary at 
fending Norma School, 0 she missed {his un 
Usual trp. They had five covered wagons, five 
teams, which were driven by Sirs. Carrol, Mr 
Carli Jean, Bill and one hired man, Chale 
4nd Gerdon drove the cattle on thelr Shetland 
Dantes. They cooked invone wagon and slept In 
‘ne wagons. was very hard tasometimes have 
{okeep golng al ight because they could find a0 
Water for the caffe, Because of the drought, 
Some farmers would not allow them to stop and 
water their livestock. Although it was suet 
hard trip and uncertain, with one place to be 
heading for, Mrs. Carrol sla it was a really ex 
siting experience and gave her a feeling of 
lagventure! ‘The children were so impressed that 
they tell of thete- many” trials. with nostalic 
ices, right up unit today. It doesn’t impress 
thelr grandehilaren much because I happened 





OF HURLEY EMMETT 














away back, but to @ generation of quite 
Sophisticated people, many having come. 10 
‘berta from ities in the Hast and trom Van 
ouver and the States, where. people were 
already Using every modern invention of the 
10s, It must have heen just as much of a 
Challenge as it would have been forthe earlest 
loneers 

‘The Carroll family reached the Leslieville 
srea frst, but, finding nowhere in that area to 
Settle, they costinued on fo the Gilby area a the 
‘advice of riends weno had jus recent arrived 
from the Drumheller area. They frst seed 
down on the Keasey piace and. the children 
attended school at the Wole School and also the 
Estonian School. The boys rode thelr Shetland 
Ponies fo school, when they felt was lot of un, 

Later the Carrolls moved to'a farm in the 
Benjamin district about five miles north of the 
Gilby Store and the cilaren attended Benjamin 
School 

Bill Carroll married the former Irene 
Luyekfasse! of Nordegs, and now lives. at 
Forshee on the shores of Gull Lake, They have 
to children — Colleen and Jim — also three 
srandehidren, 

‘Charlie and tamily farm just one mile south of 
the home place. ‘They have six children and 
seven grandchildren 

Heten is Mrs, Eugene Cook and lives in 
calgary. 

Jean and her husband, Glean Bardenhagen, 

ive onthe home place. They have three children 
= Ron, Bonnie, and Rod — and seven 
irandehitdren 

Gordon Carroll and his wife (the former 
lolet Huseby of Gliby) now ive st Kitimat, BC, 
They have five children and six grandchildren. 

Mr. Carvollpassed sway at the age of years 
‘nthe Rimbey Hospitat and Mrs. Carroll passed 
away in 977 at the age of ears. She had been 
iiving in Red Deer. 


CHALLAND, GILBERT AND MARGARET 
(BILLIE) RALSTON. 

‘My dad Clarence Chatland nomesteaded in 
the Benjamin’ Distiet in 1805 and’ married 
Florence Noctis in 1909 and my sister ‘Telia 
was born In 1810 and Tin 3912 ut as our Mother 
passed away’ early in fe my sister and 1 were 

ised and brought up In Leedale by my Uncle 
Terry and Aunt Low Challand, All those years in 
{he Leedale Schoo! would be another book. but 
when Twas old enough to ult school or almost 
“ent up of the hl to help da farms the half see 
Tin of fan the west half of Section 241.2 Ws ex 
ept for the one year I attended the Benjarin 
School. remember knocking out a tooth with ty 
inch pail of Herbie Land's. This was an accident 
Dul Tdon't think anvone believed me then. Dad 
and T batched and farmed on the fl the Tast of 
‘he 190s and early 190s 

“Those were the good old days when we 
farmed with horses we got from Guy Smith we 




















of Leedale, then we got 20 cents for No, 2 Garnet 
Wheat and one-and one half cents for hogs. I 
Femember working for several years om the 
{resting machine each fal fo pay our threshing 
bill and working on road work withthe fresno to 
pay taxes 

Think at that time we were the ony ones with 
an old baitery radio and Stan Laye used fo come 
ver every night and listen {o the radio and the 
Soe Louis tights it wre gol the radio on betore he 
ienoce his opponent out 

‘Dadbelng an old Jockey and the love of horses 
we pleked up a fine harse at the pound and we 
Called him Fonda, Fonda turned ot toe quite a 
ace horse and T rode him at al the lea far day’ 
faces and Won many” quarter mile races with 

T think one of the most memorable times In 
‘my life was when Tomet my wife Bille Ralston at 
the opentag dance af the new irperial Lumber 
building in Rimbey. After going with her for 
About four years and riding in every week on 
lite grey horse, I eonvinced he elfy ga to come 
{othe Homestead. ‘That was 1938 we were 
‘married, After eame an Edmonton honeymoon 
hem we set dp housekeeping inthe ite house on 
‘he hl. The years that followed were some ofthe 
hhapplest even though we Rad fo live on skim ml 
And eggs, as We had (o separate the eream and 
Sell each week for fo buy food ands litle gas 
for the old Fora. T had quite a time making & 
farmer out of Bille she never complained 

Tremember on one occasion coming in from 
the fletd Tate and while Tala the milking and 
chores she said she would unharmess the horses 
forme before going bed, 301 sa10 OK. The next 
Torning when I went downto the bern fo feed the 
horses tte harnesses were all rempled under 
thelr feet, not only under one horse but mer 
all six. She just undid the hames and let the 
faraess fal. t took me a week to clean all the 
‘manure ot of ll that hamess, However we had 
any hapoy days pleking. ehokecherries, high 
bush eranbersies and lots of saskatoon berries on 
ur farm Frank Lave used call them Alberta 
Apples but Mrs. Ben Lave could really make ples 
Dit of those saskatoons. We also in the summer 
‘1858 took the old stoneboat and went doven 0 
the sieamp and dug all those pine trees and 
planted them around te house, they are there to 
his day only fll grown now. 

Tilmever forget when Gali our daughter was 
born tn. April 1540 th Rimbey Hospital 7 
ont the Hoods came and flooded al the roads 
find the highway to Rimbey. Tt was three day's 
before 1 could ge info see them, When It cane 
{Ume fo bring them home I took the old Ford and 
Stan Lave followed ws all the way home with the 
fear and wagon and pulled us through the mud 
holes I don't know it hadn't been for our good 
neighbors the Layes, Bakkes and Kilpatricks T 
don't kink we would have raised our ehildren ex 
Declally Gall as nether of us knew much about 
Bables anditwasa real worry to Bille when Gail 














took sick, Mrs, Bakke would come tothe rescue 
‘When oar som Gilbert Jr. came along in Toit we 
now alittle more and made out OK with him, 
but they were a handful and learned to change 
diapers) and Bille helped withthe chores. We 
‘Were a tong way from beng rich but they were 
‘Wondertal sears, 

Then when ‘Gibert Je. was about thre 
months old Wwe took the plunge and moved to 
Fimbey fo wort forthe Tmperial Lumber Co. and 
eventually seling’ the {arm and moving to 
Careshoim in 1948 where we ail reside 

‘My Dad spent hls last years in the Senior 
Citizens Home in Claresholmn and passed avvay 
fn Tune 18 196 atthe age of years, 


CHALLAND, TERRY AND LOUCINDA 
"Terry George Challand was born in Rolfe, 

Jowa February. 3, 1873 and Spent his childhood 

there. He was the eldest ofa famaly of seven. 

‘Tn 1905 ‘Terry and his three brothers, 
Clarence, Claude and Merton came fo Canada 
‘and found work in and around Lacombe 

‘in 1007 Terry came back fo the US, and 
returned vith his bride Lovcinds Archer, They 
ame out to Wittenbutg and homestead the NE 
Seat Ws. 

‘Mrs. Challand or better known a8 Aunt Low 
dedicated "her ‘nursing abilities to the sick, 
‘whether hey lived near or far, She also operated 
Site store in Leedale in approximately 1216- 
BIS orhere she sold the staple foods, 








‘They worked herd on the land, brushing and 
breaking fo get it Into production, They built 
home and hip root bara whieh stil stands 

"They were active inthe Chureh of Latfet Day 
Saints, Terry belng baptized on November 28 
1907 ahd was ordained an Elder In 1908 by Elder 
Anderson. Uncle Terry and Aunt Lou's marriage 
‘was sealed in the Salt Lake Tempe, 

Tn 185 Aunt Lou passed away. Terry stayed 
fon at the farm unt 190 when he sold the land 
Bnd retire to Rime. 

‘Tn 1969 he moved into the Rimbey Auxiliary 
Hospital and passed away there on November 21, 
ETT the ripe ol age of 14 years, ands buried 
A the Mount Auburn Cemetery af Rimbey. 








(CUMMINGS, J. 11. JONTY) 

‘Jonty Cummings came out from England to 
his uncle's, Me. JC. Hopper tn april 1825, and 
Worked in and around the district unl 192, He 
Was married to Rase, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Chas: Kemmis, who wre among the fist tos. 
least of Benjamin whieh became known a8 The 
Symonds distrit 

"They then bought the homestead of George 
Mowbray (who had also came trom the same 
pact of England in 182) and have resided there 
thin the present time. They have one daughter 
Sally Whos marvted to Henry Rangen of he well, 
known Rangen family of Eckvile: They have a 
family of three daughters and lve in Red Deer. 

“Jonty became secretary of the Benjamin 
sctiool district in 1829 and served in that capacity 
for several years, The school {ax at that time 
was ste or seven malls, far trom the present 
Fates: Both Jonty and Rose were always involved 
Inthe community effort and stil serve in various 
pestons in Tmbey 

They. also became well known for thelr 
Shorthorn eatle, winning prizes at al the shows 
Sad sales in the area, The herd was sold in 1970 
{Glter 0 years of selection} toa breeder In the 
US. where they continued t0 do wel, 

‘ell remembered are the conditions of the 
early days, when roads were just wagon tralls 
through the bush and it was hard work with horse 
powered Tresnos, silps and plows to. bulld 
omething of a road. When the crawler tractor 
appeared with the graders and we had graded 
fds, with altehes, that, seemed to be the i 
fimate'in' road. building. A ot of people 
emember those roads tr & rainstorm oF 18 
ihe spring: of geting stuck or sliding in the 
fltehs Then came the gravellod roads and even 
{ually the’ blaek ‘top road which runs from 
Eeustte fo Rime. 

‘Many veere the happy hours spent in the 
senooihouse tn this manner? the ladles would 
fake lunch and at Benjamin the musie was usual 
Iy provided by Mes. Tot Hopper on the organ and 
Gearge Taylor with the bones at which he was 
‘er adept. They sould Keep thing’ going mei 
Iy along until the small hours of the morning, 
fhen it was hiteh the team To. the DugEY” 
Mlemoerat, wagon (or slelgh It there was snow), 
{irthe drive nome where the horses had to be a. 
tended to; unharnessed and fed: a tar ery trom 
{uring the key in the swith as we do now. 











JAMES ©, FERGUSON FAMILY 

Time and Ida were married i Rmbey in 1938 
Prior to that Jim came fom a farm between 
Rimbey and Ponoka. Ida Reidlinger came from 
‘west of Leedale where her parents and farly 
Took up a omestead in 1902, ida warked around 
Rimbey, and Jim was visiling hs grandparents 
when Jim and laa met. They worked east of 
FRimbey and at sawmills for about three vears 

‘A aughter, Caro, was born to Jim and da it 
1s0e, In 1811 they moved toa farm in the Be 


jamin district, into a small log house, Carol was 
followed bs four more children — Gordon, Clare, 
‘Kenneth and Jane. Tas made up thelr amily for 
fourteen years, when they had an unexpected 
Surprise ~ another daughter, Marjorie 

‘By this time Carol had ‘been married for 
seven Years to Richard Matihews trom. the 
Forshee district, having been married in 1956, 
‘They had three children: Brenda, Vallery and 
Micheal, by the time Marjorie care Into the ple 
Ture. Poor Marfle was born an Auntie, and St 
els teased. Fancy Brenda feeding Auntie Mar 
Sie her pablam and washing her hands and face 

‘Whien Marie was nearly wo years old the 
ergusons sold out and moved ino Heke tn 
165. Jim worked for the Co-op feed mil fr afew 
years, until he retired. 

Tn ios Clare married Yvonne Whiteside and 
they have free sons, 

in i867 Gordon married Loraine Anderson of 
Gull Lake. They had no farlly. Gordon's wife 
fied of diabetes in 1973, 

‘Ken stil works around Eckville at pipe tines 
and oil well maintenance, 

“Tane fs in Edmonton where she works as 

rotary, data processing, and with computers 
Marlies stl in high sehool and enjoys sports 
and riding. horses, She spends. most of her 
holla with Richard and Carols faraly. They 
have a dairy farm and afew good horses 

‘By now Jim has Feached pension age, and 
they have ai east one long holiday each suramer 
SY tise they didn have time or money for 
‘when they were on the farm, busy alsing a fami 








FIZER GAYLORD AND GERTIE, AND MRS. 
ELIZABETH BOTH. 

Gaylord and Gertie were married in 1890. In 
aga we, with Levin and Clydie Both moved toand 
‘bull a house on the NE of 3:1.3 W5, east of Jon 
'y Cummings” quarter. tn the fall of 1988 all 
moved 10" farm of 0. B. Moore's, north of 
eedate, Tein and ray mother, Ms. Ellzabet 
‘oth ved with us to. Weall moved back in 18. 
(0°, Moore sola Trvin the farm tn the canyon 
Sd mother, Gaylord and'I bought the one on 
‘whlch we feed unt 1987 when we moved 10 
Rimbey. Mother passed away In 199. Her 80 
acres returned fo te county; our 80 aeres were 
fold back to 0. B. Moore when We lf. 

‘Wehad four childsen: Wired born In 199. He 
is si iving at Rome and commutes to Svivan 
Cake where he works as an electrician. Evelyn 
Was born In 1941 and Is married to Ray Young. 
They and. thelr five ehlldsen farm at Arran 
‘Saskatenewan, Hob was bora in 1912, He 1s 
married 0 Pat Sterburne and they have 
Beneral store at a litle place called Scapa, 
Alberts. Bab also drives taker and hal o fot 
Ginsons Petroleum. They have wo chidren. Art 
tora in 1946 liver In Kamloops, B.C. He is 
married to Alberta Rowen and they have wo 





children. Art has two children from a former 
‘marriage. He Isa carpenter like hs dad 

"The children drave fo Benjamin seo! with a 
horse and eart In the spring and fal and Ina 
filter in the winter. When the attended the od 
choo! they"had about four and a quarter miles to 
travel and after the present school was moved I, 
twas about three ana three quarter miles. The 
faced an awful lot of cold, weather, rain and 
Storms over the sears but enjoyed the ride In 
{good Weather, Wien the school elosed down they 
Went to Eekville Sehool unt we. moved 
Rimber, 

Treniember one really bad tal storm. Lean't 
recall what year twas. We were returning Nome 
by democrat and team when it started. The 
children and 1 Just made It ito the house and 
“aylord took off an the run for the barn with the 
teain,"He found an old dlshpen which he held 
‘over his head to return to the house. His fingers 
Ghd knuckles were skinned end ralsed By the 
hall, where he held onto the pan. Itwas a terrible 
Storm. 've never experienced a worse one, 











FOX, FRANK AND FAMILY 

‘Pranle Fox was born in Clarion County, Penn 
sylvania, US.A-on February 28,1881, In 1900 Re 
Iacried Rosella Conner and they had one son 
Bob. In 19 they moved to Alberta and setted 
the Blackie area, In 1818 they moved to the 
Byemoor area in ike Hartshora District. Pranic 
‘worked in the Coal mines in Drumheller and it 
was at this Hime that thelr son Bob started hls 
taining as 9 boxer. Later he became the Light 
‘Weight Champion of Western Canada, He also 
{aught boxing In Camrose when he enlisted dur 
Ing World War Tl. 

“The Fox farnly lett the Hartshorn District in 
103 and settled In the Benjamin area on the SE 
‘0413 WS. For thelr Journey’ to this area they 
‘lll wire eage out of one of thelr hayracks, 
Ute poultry was hauled in this. Tele household 
tetteets were loaded on another wagon and some 
‘orhea of catle were tralled to ths arm. A fs? 
years later ney moved again and bought a farm 
hort of Leedate. Later on they bought nother 
farm 10 mites east of Leedale and this ls where 
Mir and hrs, Fox spent most of the remaining 
ears of their lives, 

‘Mrs. Fox passed avway suddenly at her farm 
home on October 26, 1847 and MF. Fox passed 
away on Mareh 2 1954, "They are buried in 

jount Auburn Cemetery “at Rimbey. On 
eptember 13, 1950 Bab passed away. Bob's wite 
‘Yvonne ives in Penticton, 




















FRASER, GEORGE 

‘George Fraser Was born In Aberdeenshire 
Scotland on September 18, 183. In 1808 he eame 
to Canada and spent some time at Parry Soumd, 
Gnlario and also at Revelstoke, B.C. In 1905 he 
fame fo Alberta and took up ahomestead on SW 
IEN'S.W5 inthe Benjamin Distriet 

Tn i007 he married the former: Mary Ann 





‘Smith who nad come. trom Aberdeenshire 
Scotland in September 1901 

Zr. Fraser vas a blacksmith by trade and 
‘many'a pow share was sharpened by him forthe 
fomesteaders in the early days. He took a keen 
Interest in community affers and held many of 
fices of trust, he was a trustee and secretary 


{teaser ofthe Benjamin Distt ne ores coun 
Clon of the Mniipal Distret of Lone for 
ftmber of years and he and his wile wer 
members of he Locart United Gharch He was 
{ected cider of hi cure. His wie ary was 
member ofthe Lachart Ladies lub 

Mary and George Fraser had four children, 
twooysand wo ils James he oldest oh 
dnd marred Lois Bcdgoes. Jobin Es married 
Bera Myers. John passed away September 
set at the age of Connie marred Mared 
‘Sheelg and Margaret marred Jona Padzin 

olowing the death of her husband on 
February 19,1951 Mary moved to Bentley adit 
{isl she moved to Rmbey. Se became a patent 
in the Rimmbey Taree Way Convalescen Host 
fd passed sway there on July 2191 





GUTH, MR. AND MRS. LOUIS AND FAMILY — 
by Joe Guth 

My folks moved to Huxley, Alberta trom 
Spokane, Washington tn 117 and T'was born 
there December 15, 1918. Dad was foreman of & 
Yanch a Croseileld; Alberta for awhile and then 
faved to the Benjamin Leedale area In 1822, 

Th 1906 my brather George was born and It 
was 40 degrees below zero that alght. Dad called 
Dr Sam Bvers from Rimbey and he arrived by 
horse and seigh after George ‘arrived, bit 
George was Oay 

‘Along about 185 we had a heck of a cold spell, 
and T remember the temperature dropping 0 68 
Aogrees belo zero. The mow Was tw feet deep, 
‘wis and birds froze, chekens fee! froze on the 

As for Eekville I don't remember much about 
it except that there was flour mill nthe ton, 
and dad would take a slelgh lead of wheat (0 
Ekle get ground. Well k was @ three day 
inip by sleigh trom Leedale fo Hekville, one day 
{orko, one day to get the grain ground and one 
day to get back home 

"There were lots of indians in the country and 
sometimes there were quite a few clearing land 
for dad” T sed to play ith the Indian kids, We 
faded them vegetables as. part payment for 
thelr work One time 1 had too buckets of 
‘vegetables which Twas carrying to them on my 
Horse, old ‘Jimmy. On my return home. the 
buckets banged toyetner, seared old Jimmy and 
Hell me sting in inn air ll he Indlans came 
Out their tents and laughed at me, whereypon | 
picked myself up from the ground and very em 
barrasced went on my way 

"There ured tobe butfalo heads lying around in 
the Woods, and sometimes there were (wo of 
tree seatiered around in the yard. The dogs 

















edo chew on ther, One ne ond ahead 
large couldn't pack i all he way home so eft 
iing slong the fence line, Temay stil be there, 
‘ult ste grass Res probably covered I up or 
the ants have made a Nome ii 





'TME GEORGE GUEST FAMILY — by Isabel 
Gest 


hilp Porter was bor a Glen Allen, Ontario, 
later taking ‘up. homestead_ at” Abbey 
Sisiatenewan. ‘He ‘ested inthe Canadian 
Sim nit and. wile he was statloned in 
‘Btgland ne met and marsed Iosbela El: Two 
Gaugnter were bora to tem there — Ise In 
{Sieand Pupils iniois Aer the end ofthe war 
the family’ returned to the homestead In 
Stskatchowan where four more ealdren were 
Som, Mrs Porter passed sway in 205 when the 
Yourgest eid was born. Pip Porter passed 
Sa in 1982, 

1 teabe! Porter, came to Bek, Abert in 
1ay, tothe home of Mr and Ms. Fame Teed, 
(tont { nad known. since my childhood 
Seskatchewan, sn Teed had sutired a sioke 
fat had come fo take care othe. 

‘in 190 I maried George Guest, and we 
tacited'in the Benjamin are, SW 208095 
‘There weren't very good roads hase day, and 
‘ery alten we were stuck in mughoes, there be 
Sagal onthe north road and anther hllon the 
‘ath rosd: Mang a time we couldnt make the 
Bl, and would have tome nome nd get steam at 
forse fo pull he ar, Finally, n 18S, the Toad 
Past our farm was gravelled 

“inc Benjamin sehoolcnidren were bussed 
into exile in bk andthe ehloren had to alk 
{Tle to catch the bus the fst year. Sometimes 
‘twas so muy that the could hard plok thelr 
fectup out of the mud 

‘We nad our ups and downs through the years 
1 bis onthe last Sunday in uly Wwe were cor 
Plctely hailed out, The feds looked ust ike they 
Raa been summerfallowed — there wasn't & 

i eft anymere! We ha company that Sun 
fy,'Tom and Lily unter, of Rimbey, and the 
fallstones mage much dens in ther eat sont that 
‘Mist oles and the wates ran Inside the at 

‘nthe summer of 1949 [had an afternoon fea 
forthe lads of Ne Benjani omni. Our 
Purpose was to get tgetner and discuss the for. 
ation of @ elt, which we id that day. We 
{ceded eal he new ela the "Benjamin Ge. 
{ogether Chub and tis organization's sl very 
cive today, sithough more than 38 years have 
Sought about gute a change In memberstp. 
However, Dora’ Wingate, who was the st 
fecretary, [ssl an active member. Alma Von 
Tevtenborn was the first president, but she has 
ow retred to Rea Deer 

We owned aherd of Jersey cows and were in 
the dairy business for gite fe years Daring 
{he frt fev years a truck came frm Bhutto 8 
Blow up the ream, and se fa he ake Tk (0 
fur pige. ater afk from Beoley picked up 








the cream. Sill later a truck route was estab. 
lished to pick up the whole milk and deliver Ito 
Red Deer 

‘Tn 1868 we sold gur dairy herd and milking 
‘equipment and In September of that year We 
Imoved into the town of Eekville. At Urs we 
Tented out the farm but in 197 We sold i (0 Lam 
bourne Farms 

‘We had two children, Doreen Carol was born 
in Bekville in 1822. She ts married t0 Robert 
Smith, of Bluttton, and now ives in Red eee 
Her two children are Brenda, orn tn 1961 and 
Darrell orm in 1964, tn May of 1854 Doreen and 
Doris Mogensen were ring horseback on a Sun 
fay afternoon. A dog seared Doreen’s horse, 
fausing it to rear up and throw Doreen off. Se 
fanded on her leg, and the leg as broken. She 
bad to be taken {othe Rest Deer hospital, where 
{he broken bone was set. She had towear the cast 
bn her leg for more than four months. 

Our son, Richard. Gordon, Was) born in 
klein October, 198, Hes martied to 
Sharon Smith, of Reville, and lives in Pincker 
{Grecia the present time, He ls employed by the 
Royal Bank, and Is moved periodically. They 
have two children, Shari was born in 1978 and 
Sanice was born tn 1975. 

1h 1972 George became ill and wasn't able to 
work hard anymore. We then bought the Beko 
Theatre in Eekville and operated it untl George 
passed aay, on October 3, 1873. 1 then sold the 
$heatne in fo, but have continued to lve in my 
wn nome herein Eckvile, 





‘Dik WILLIAM G 
‘William Guest emigrated trom England to 
‘Brandon, Manitoba in ods, Ellen Beatrice Rea 
‘also eraigrated from England, in 105, Wilar, 
ied on ahomestead in ihe Benjamin district. 

‘Often the bachelor nelghbors would gather at 
‘William's house inthe evening fo play card, and 
‘would put ther saddle horses in William's barn 
‘On ane such occasion the group stayed all night 
When William went out the next morning to ml 
his cows he turned the horses loose! #ls guests 
haa'to walk nome, not knowing new thelr horses 
had got loose. Willam never told them of the 
Drank he had played on ther! 

Willan and Ellen were married in January, 
{0. They lived on thelr homestead inthe Ben 
jamin district unt JBI0, wien they moves to'8 
farm at Cve, for 13 years, 10 1825 they moved 
back tothe homestead, SE 2041.35. Mrs, 
(Guest served as a miawite, bot in the Clive and 
Benjamin districts, for & number of years 

ive children were born to Wilam and Ellen 
The oldest, Willam Res, as born on October 13, 
[ir ie is ow married ands ving in Westlock. 
He has been a welder, a mechanic, a movie pro: 
Jeetlonist, and ls now retired, Hs four children 
‘Were George, Walter, Doris (Mrs. Mannen) and 





SST FAMILY — by Isabel 








Dorothy Ruby was born on Noversber 1,198 
‘She married Frank Laye and they reside 10 
zlles north ofthe original Guest homestead. Her 
two children are Mes Ruby Setym ond Mrs 
‘Margaret Scot 

‘Faith Jean was born May 13, 1911. she 
‘married Bll Withers and now lives In Lacombe 
‘They have three children — Delbert, Mrs; Donna 
Seheibar and Mes. Joan Haining. 

George Henry was born on April 2, 181%. He 
{armed in he Benjamin dstle, across from Ihe 
omestead, unit 1968, At ths time he and bis 
trite moved to Eekvile 

‘bert John was born January 25, 1928. He 
served inthe armed forces enlisting in January, 
1815 and serving In the Royal Canadian 
Engineers for three years. Affer he returned 
from the army he farmed the nomestead-until 
49t1, andin 1972 twas sold Yo Me and Mrs. RUGY 
Hey. Albert then moved, first to Lacombe and 
later to Red Deer, where he stil resides, He Is 
presentiy-emploved on the maintenance staff of 
‘he Red Deer General Hospital. 

‘in 1a23 Eth, the Youngest daughter, became 
very ill with spinal meningitis: Doctor Somer 
Wille, trom Eekville, came to the fan with 
Model Ford equlpped with skis so he could 
follow any sleigh iracks n the snow. Faith was 
then taken to. Eckville, where she was 
hospitalized in Doctor Somerville's house. She 
eventually made a complete recovery 

Il of the Guest children attended the Ben. 
jamin School. Mr. J. NM. MeDonald Was. the 
feacher when they started, bn 1023, 

‘he frst entertainment we remember was a 
chivaree for our neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Burke, 

who were Just newly married. A large group of 
{hele friends came to their Romme with ca bells, 
hors, disk pans. fry pans, and anything else 
With whieh they could make a nolse, and used 
{his means of expressing thelr congratulations to 
the young couple. We had never heard ot this 
fate custom that vas carved out in the plone 
Settlements whenever a couple got married 

'Mr- Guest purehased his frst cara Mode 
Fora in 1828. Tn about 1929 George and Wille 
were driving It fust west ofthe Benjamin school, 
land somehow they upset the ear, with Wille un 
der It George plexed up the ear and let him 
raw out from under it, but the next day, when 
the two ot them tried to get the ear back onto Its 
Wheels, thy couldn't begin ta do It! Several men 
Were needed to set te upright again 

‘Wiliam Cutest passed away in Mareh of 1952, 
and Mrs, Guest hn November of 1967 Bott are 
buried in. the. Mount Aubum Cemetery in 
Rimbey. They had ved on thelr homestead ever 
Since moving back To It ia 1952, 




















ANCHE, ALVA AND YOLA 

"halve Hanener was born April 2, 1908, on 
‘my mother and dad's homestead whieh Was the 
NE SoSL4-W5, In 117, my parents hired Bob 
Buck to lok after the homestesd and we moved 


oven to Utah for one year. In 1918 we returned to 
‘iberta to resume farming. 

Tn the spring of the Year, the rivers and 
creeks ran very swift aa deep from fast melting 
Show and were very dangerous. When I was it 
cea years old, We had such a spring and an ex 
perience that i shall never forge 

James Layton, his brother and some of our 
frignds decided to go down to Taylor's creek and 
‘Swim for the first time this year. It was early 
May and the alr was warm, 1 stood on the bank 
fnd noticed how clear and inviting the water 
Tooked, 1 dove in and swam wp stream enjoying 
‘myself fo the fullest, Suddenly shouts of alarm 
Arited across the ereck and fear gripped at me 
fas T swam quickly to shore and ran breathlessly 
back to the group of kids standing there seream 
Ing. They told me James Layton, a non 
Swimmer, waded In and hit-a salt spot whlch 
Sucked him under, I looked down in the water 
land could see him face down on the murky bot 
{om.1 plunged in and swam out fom. Treached 
fovea and grabbed his hair and pulled les up, his 
Weight lied easily inthe water. His face as 
dark blue. thought he was dead. I pulled him to 
Sore and rolled him upto the many eager hand 
frasping ut to help drag nim to dry ground and 
Entely. We worked over bim frantieally looking 
fora sign of life and it was along time before tis 
Chest began to move a litle, he was breathing, 
Thank God, he was alle, 

‘Treeeived my’ education atthe Leedale and 
Benjamin schools by riding horseback. T stayed 
‘onthe farm and helped aa with the work 

Ih 1929 T married. Vola Mt Challand in 
Lacombe and purchased the SW i9l 3.5 n 195 
from C:P.R A small house was moved from the 
Trenholm quarter, east of Mr. F. Haneher's and 
set up on our newly acquired farm. The house 
‘Was very cold in the winter andthe dipper that 
Satin the water bucket was frozen every mor 
‘ng and the children were always thirty a this 
Time 

Tn 1997 we bought a Waterloo separator and 
treshed a far wwest as Jim Smith place 

‘Alva helped bud the Leedale curling rink 
and Lcedale hall Te frst wading dance to be 

YYola was very active in community affairs. 
‘She was a member of the W.L- and the Ben}arit 
Get Togetters: Yola was a talented plano player 
‘ind played for numerous Christmas concerts 
4nd Special occasions. "I never Turned down 
{anyone that asked me to play’ 

‘ould ike fo fell this Mile story on Alva 
1 was’ weeding “in my garden, when “Alva 
poked his ead around the Corner ofthe Bg pop 
Tar tree whteh had stood in the corner of out yard 
for many years. "Do you and the kids want 10 
Grive to tot lin me? Tm leaving eight away 

"We sure would,"'Wwas my reply. The day was 
scorching hot and T could almost fel the cool 
‘reese coming In the car window. When we 
arrived in town Alva met afew nelghbours onthe 




















corner ofthe street and someone suggested they 
fp and have afew cool ones while the women 
fished their shopping. On the way home from 
{own the inevitable happened. We felt thud, thud, 
thud In the car Alva looked out his window and 
Impatentiy’ stopped nd said, "latte," 1 
nodded my nead in agreement as {also spotted 
{tile got the Jack and wrenches out of the ear 
Sid det being hosted up. 1 jumped out and 
Stood looking at hm in dlebeief as Sweat stood 
baton his brow from all the Jacking. "thought 
You sald you only had a few cool ones with the 
bays." "Thats al Thad, way?" “Then why dla 
you jack up the back of the ear when the Mat tre 
Won the front 

‘ean only remember one year thatthe hai 
completely took all the erop. It was In 191, 
Earlier than that date we sold & truck Toad of 
hogs and received tnree dollars a pig. The trick 
Ing charges were three dollars 

Werhad five children, Laverne who is si far 
ring in the Benjamin district. A baby boy who 
fied in infancy. Phyllis who masried Mer! Bjorn 
fon and lives in Edmonton, ‘They Rave seven 
fhildren, Carol, Susan, Merilya, Christine, 
Sharon and Jackie and one son GerFie, Patricia 
married Delbert Douglas. They make their home 
In Vernon and nave a gir! Darlene and a son 
Dwayne, Aivena married Marry Webster. They 
have a gil Galland a son Douglas and live on 8 
sereage In Ponoka. 

Alva and [sold our farm in 1968 and retired in 
vernon, British Columbia, 




















ANCHER, FRANK 

‘iy mother, Ida-anna Hancker, was born in 
Towa October 4, 188. She passed away May 8 
1% 








‘Me. Frank Wesley Hancher was bora tn 
Pocahontas County, Rolfe, lawa, US.A, Bom 
‘October 8, 1878, passed away February’, 1852 
Hemet Miss Ida Aveher and they were married 
fn December 15, 1898. Both Mr. and. Mts. 
Huneher “are butled in the Mount Auburt 


‘Ono se Ans Archer te dar 





Cemetery at Rimbey, From Iowa they moved to 
MeHlenery, North Daketa In 1904 

His wiies family, Mr, and Mrs. Orson 
Archer, had moved to Alberta, Canada s0 they 
Gecided to come to Alberta also, They moved 
from Metienery, North Dakota to Alberta in 1903 
to work for a farmer at Moraineside, moar 
Kacombe. They worked there for a year, then 
‘Mr. Hancher vent to the Medicine Valley in 
Search for homestead land for $10. whieh Ne 
‘ound and built tog home and og bullies and 
proved up an the land, whieh waa required for a 
Homesteader fo live six months of each year for 8 
‘umber of years to prove it. He had to break and 
‘cultivate a number of eres each year 

DMs. Ida Hancher taught schoo! af what Is 
tow known as the Leedale school for & small, 
Salary 

‘Frank would work out on construction, seh 
as rallroad grade work to make money to buy 
things they needed Yo farm with, They lived here 
fon the homestead wnt 118 oF 1919 when They 
Sold out and moved back to MeHenery. Noth 
Dakota. The auctioneer was C.F. Damran of 

helt relatives all ved in the Leedale and 
Benjamin area fora number of years. One by 
Foiations, i the valley, was MM." G. Challand 
ind Mr, Franle Hance 

‘Mr. G. Challand one ofthe earliest settlers 






































In the vallay is sti alive and stn fair health at 
Rlrabey. His age is 104, 

IMs. Hancher pioneered the building of the 
Leedale Communlty Hal. A Leeda Hail Com 
any Was formed, shares Were sold at $10.8 
Share, Tot ot work was donated and gravel was 
hauled from Eekvile. The Hancher boys took 
part nis, thelr namesbeing Alva and Roe. The 
trip took two days. ‘The stop over was at Ole 
Bardenhagen’s place 

“There was at onetime a creamery and butter 
plant, one Ra mile east and two miles south of 
the Leedale store, cornering. the Eastbourne 
farm. 

‘party was held tn the Leedale Hall 
Decertver 13, 1849 fo celebrate the Golden Wee: 
Aing ot Mr. and Mrs. Prank Hancher. There were 
Deople from near and far, also many relatives 
there twas a great suceess and enjoyed by al 

‘The teeing between the nelghbouts In the ear 
ly days was very good and evervone was treated 
with Fespect. The people In the valley could not 
have survived tr each one had nol helped each 
siher Exchange work was the plies. There was 
‘ery ite money in the Valley In those days, 
Seca gratn Was very searce and atone time the 
Valley. was called “Green Feed. Valley.” 
Whoever was able to raise seed grain shared 
With his neighbor 

‘Mi. and Mrs, Hancher are laid away tn the 

















Rimbey Cemetery in a double plot, They were 
‘members of the Chueh of Jesus Christof the 
Talter Day Saints 

‘They had three children, all boys born on the 
homestead. ‘The oldest son dled In infancy’ the 
ther two, Alva was born on April 28,3808, Roe 
‘vas bom March 12,112 

Before moving to North Dakota, they 
purchased the Orson Archer homestead, in cast 
they wanted to-come back, 

“They farted at MeHfenery, North Dakota for 
‘three years but di to hal storms and rast they 
Foturaed to Leedale and Medicine Valley March, 
snl. on the farm they had purchased before 
leaving Canada. 

"The land was heavy timber and bush and it 
took a fo of hard work to clear which was all 
fone with 4 grub hoe and axe. Sod broken with 
horses and band breaking plow. They lived here 
on this place until tney retired. Thy bought 3 
hhome in Rimbey, where they lived unill they 
passed away. 

“There are some highlights fn their ploneer 
‘ays inthe Wittenberg dsirct, now Leedale 

‘ir. Paul Broderson had the trst sore at 
Wittenberg and handled a few provisions but the 
nearest place for the omesteaders, nthe valley 
to getany supplies was Lacombe, Each neighbor 
‘woul Take turns to go with horses and wagon 

















and bring provisions as ordered by the others. 
HHP Lint pe, woud gon the np. George 
Clem ohnsman, Terry. Challand and 
‘Frank Haneher would also take her turn, The 
rrall- and. some provisions were hauled by 
‘overed wagon to Leedale by a mam named Joan 
Kemila of Eekvile of Gilby. Leedale was the 
only place there was a phone, The settlers were 
ale fo all out through Beevile and Gilby when 
the line would work. ‘There was. Telephone 
System between T. G. Challand, Prank Hancker 
4nd Orson Archer whieh operated ‘on barbed 
wire fence line, ‘This line was very dangerous 
‘ting lightning storms, 
‘Mis, Terry Challand, Mrs. P. E, Teets, Mrs. 
Ly Dake, Bert Archer, John Archer and Orie 
Archer wore Mrs. Hancher’s brothers and 





HANCHER, LAVERNE ROBERTS 

(On Apri, 1990, atthe Trenholm quarter, NE 
0413-05, inthe district of Benjamin, a ong art 
toad winds through the land."To your fetta tears 
tt horses are seeding wheat, driven by Fran 
Haancher. Alte Further an You stop at Yota and 
Alva Hancer’s farm home. A familiar team of 
iorees with bugay behind, stand outside and you 
ould fell at a glance that this was De. Byers! 
feam. Inside the neat tle house was Mrs. Lilie 
Chatland, anstously walting the arrival of her 
first grandeni, 

‘Dr. Byers and his assistant Mrs Sharp, were 
tn the bedroom hovering over Yala. "Tae baby Is 
about fo be born,” sala the doctor, A sharp rap 
fame at the door, and’ spon opening It Mrs 
Harriet Johmsman came bustling in. She ioled 
fresh and’ clean inher white uniform, ready To 
fudmlnister the. chloroform to her patient. A, 
baby’s ery was heard, and the doctor called rom 
fhe haf closed bedroom door, “Alva, bring some 
now gulekly, weneed it fohelp revive your Mile 

“Alva rushed outside, looking around, he could 
see no shove. The weather was so wari for the 
last to weeks ithad al thawed, He stood there a 
Tninate thinking, then ran to.an old cellar, sure 
ough a small corner held the precious suoW. 
He seeoped i up ina small bucket he was carry 
Ing and rushed fo the house and handed ito Mrs. 
Tonnsman with smile, The baby’s cry soon 
became stronger, and It was a happy day in the 
Haneher household as thelr first s0n, Laverne 
Roberts, was born 

Laverne, received his education by siding 
horseback two miles fo attend the Benjamin 
Sthool. On extremely cold days, with his feet 
rumb and his fingers half frozen it felt good to 
fpen the senoo! Rouse door and fee! the Toasty 
Warmth of the big black heater, which stood at 
Iheback ofthe room. A large blackboard mugged 
the entre south wail and the iti school bell as 
esting on the Teachers desk, ead’ to Ting the 
Sart of another day’ at school. 

‘Miss Blanche Wallace was the first teacher 





Laverne had. Follwing were Miss Ethel Hyde, 
Miss oss and last, but not leest, Miss Alma 
‘Yon Teltenbors, 

After recetving his schooling, he helped his 
dad-on the farm and threshed for several 
neighbors inthe district. He found time fo stook 
{or Alex Sherba, BI Lawion and Hurley Carrell 
Just to name a few of so many 

Tn the srinter months he would go out west of 
Leedale and find employment at Earl Grey's 
mil He also Helped his uncle, Glen Challand, 
feu lumber "from Johnny" Jones. till Into 
Rimbey. 

Ts 850 Laverne moved to Edmonton to work 
for_an oll company. rom there, he Was 
employed by Galners eat Packing Plant 

‘in March 18st, he enlisted Inthe, Armed 
Forces, choosing the airforce as his preterence. 
He took his training at St. Jonn’s, Quebec and 
Camp Borden, Ontarie, specializing n alr frame 
teehtician He was stationed in Ottawa, Ontaro, 

Tn the spring. of 1952, he was united In 
‘marriage to Kathieen Melinianey of Ottewa and 
In August of the same year received an 
Nonorable discharge trom the alr force. He 
Feturned to Alberts and farmed the SW 304-2 
Ws and NE a94i-3.W5, owned by Ms grand 
‘mother Mrs, ida Haneer 

Laverne wat very interested in raising hogs 
‘They grew well for him and he nad such breeds 
4s ihe older ype Belted hog, Landrace, Yor, 
Berkshire and Farnworth, Me always Ikeda 
‘cows and was happy at that kind of work 











‘When we arrived from the east, we had no 
transportation, so Laverne purchased an old 
horse eutter from Alfred Kllpartrick and fxea It 
up as good as nev. We had'a fine black horse, 
‘named Spike, to pull our snow euiter, | anslusly 
awaited my fist ride 





One nice winter night, Laverne told me 
everything was in readiness and we would {19 
fut our litte cutter by going to Dora and Jim 
Wingates for the evening: was all excited 38 1 
Sat there and marvelled at the beauty of the 
Winter Tae fresh snottall was shimmering in 
{ie moonlight as we glided. along. ‘The. tree 
branches along the se of the Toad seemed to 
Feach out to us with thelr arms. so. heavily 
Indened with snow. ‘The silence ofthe night was 
only broken by the snapping footsteps of the big 
Horse in front of Us. "Listen, what was that 
nolse," I asked Laverne. The sound came again 
{nd T could feet my face flush a8 no answer wa 
‘ecessary. Someone must have fed Old Spike a 
Dlate of Beans before we left, as he footed every 
tep of the way to our neighbors, "Oh Welle" 
Thought, "I Ist everyone that has miste while 
travelling by horse ana cutter", oF do They” 

1 1958 the firs school bus came to ou dis: 
trict. Laverne took the Job es bus driver 
Lacombe county gave him a small yellow feeder 
bus fo drive and his route consisted of 17 miles 
The roads had no gravel, with the exception of 
the Leedale mala fine road. Tn the spring of the 
¥Year, one anda half miles was impossible 10 
Travel, that Was from our farm to the Leedale 
road. ‘Alfsed Kilpatrick had a team of Borges 
land was good enough to have them harnessed 
dnd watting every morning for Laverne fo drive 
{tem down to the gravel where the bus was left. 
The team was tied until the trip was made and 
Laverne drove the horses back. This had to be 
dione most every seheot day all spring. 

‘About three years later ihe county hired out 
the sthool buses to Gene Lazzer, and Mein 
Molander then drove a Jeep around the same 
Toute Laverne had taken three years eater. I 
the later 0s the county, finding it too costly 0 
hire out the Ihses, took them over and once 
‘mare, Laverne had his bus back again, 

‘The children that were picked up in those 
day's, deserve alot of credit, a they had pioneer 
hears, braving the cold of winter or the mud in 
Spring’ beeause the feeder bus was broken down 
{ye fo the miserable roads, The children T speak 
ot were. the. Warneke- children, Plavtairs, 
Kipatricks,“ Wingates, Laytons, "Meciiverss 
Layes, simmons, Seoits, Challands, ‘Taylors, 
Mogerisons and von Tettenborns. Laverne drove 
the sehool bus for 104, years, 

‘We enjoved farming and the land was good to 
us. We putin ong hours of work every day but on 
Sunday'trlends and relations would drop by for 8 
relaxing day’. The women would visit and the 
fen would play horseshoes al afternoon and we 
‘would end the day’ with as mich homemade ice 
‘ream a you could eat, 

‘One Sunday when the raspberries were ripe 
and plentiful, a small group of is decided to £0 
and ek the fvut that day’ and asked the men fo 
come and help. With much grumbling and thelr 
‘minds more on horseshoes that berry picking, 
they consented 

















was very hot and not trace of a breeze but 
wwe al worked hard to fry a fill our buckets 
‘Our pall were only a quarter full when Laverne 
appeared out of the bush, Where he was pleking, 
and Twas so pleased to se his bucket brimming 
‘ver wth beautiful berries. Since hs pall was 
{ul ne sat down inthe shade of 4 ig free and 
patienty waited tor the rest of is to finish. 

‘When we returned home I eleaned my berries 
with great eare and then T reached for Laverne's 
Dueket and poured them Into mine 1 Was lost for 
words, when out came ait, Twigs, and grass 
Only the. two Inches ate top of the pal was 
berries. “Oh, that man,” Tstormed) “no wonder 
he got done so fast” He nad stuffed anything he 
could find in the bucket and then Just picked 3 
{ew to cover the top. Taere was a small war at 
the Haneher farm that evening. One thing was 
for sure, T would never ask hm fo pick berries 
{or mevagaln 

Th 195, Laverne purchased the SW 2041-2.W5 
and NW 17-41-35, the latter Delng the quarter 
‘owned by Lioya and Melly Oborne. One quarter 
fad 20 acres under cultivation so we bought a 
steel wheeled John Deere tractor ‘and broke 
Another 60 acres that suramer. We purchased 
Walter" Andrew's nouse ashe was bulding anew 
fone, and-moved Hon pur home quarters A few 
Sears later we erected a new arch rip barn and 
Bled tt with milk cows, 











[In 1971 we sold our farm and purchased the 
Se 2424.5, homesteaded by Mert Challand 
(Laverne’s great-uncle) and also the W' 32-413 
Ws whlen was Nomesteaded by another great 
tnele, Clarence Chaliand. 

“Through our like together, we ralsed four 
cnilaren. Leonard Is married to Terry Hamilton, 
Sands emploved a the Lavington Mil He makes 
Ais home in Vernon, [xC. and has # daughter, 











Rochelle and a son Ryan. Dalla is employed by 
the Federated Co-op and resides In Hanna, 
Alberta, Theresa is married to Kent Kinder and 
iney have a tle son, Jereme, and make thelr 
horne'at Syivan Laxe, Alberta: Kevin fs stl at 
ome and attending ‘school: He also helps 
[Laverne with the farm work 

At this time ot writing, We are into the 1977 
harvest season and withthe eonfinual rein whieh 
has plagued our crop and hay for the past two 
‘mons, wrote this ile poem and T would like 
fo share i ith you, 

‘Sometimes, hell on earth i a farmer's Ue 

Batiling storms of rain, wind or lee, 

But ealm yourselves, for beyond the blue 

‘The Good Lord commands his angels too, 

‘Unlock those gates and open them wide, 

Let all the farmers step Inside, 








HANCHER, ROE RAYMOND. 
Roe Raymond Hancher was born March, 12, 
11, on the homestead NE 364-45, the next 
quarter north of Link Boyer. I went to school at 
the Leedale and Benjamin schools. My teachers 
were: D. Layton, -Allss Kingsep, -Peegy 
MacDonald and Mise Sestrap to Grade 7 

Thad trouble at Benjamain when Miss Sestrap 
was teaching so dad and mother sent me 10 
Caigary where f stayed with an aunt and uncle 
forthree Years of school, While ping To schoo in 
Ghigary, 1 studied musi learning to play the 
Saxophone and clarinet. Then I returned home 
nd was on the farm, farming and playing for 
dances unt 1 was 21 years old. 1 ten went to 
Work in Edmonton weecking automobiles. TH 
Wrasin the depression times and wages were ver 
Tow. Tworked from elght in the morning, ua ix 
Inthe evening, sx days a week. My pay for the 
Week was $11 paid six dollars a week for rm, 
‘oard and washing whch left me four dollars for 
clothing and spending money. 

‘Aerane year In Edmonton, I married ag 
Dorothy Gladys Ruiter” We rented two rooms 
8nd lived there for a few years. My father ook 
sk and went from the ety tthe farm for one 
Season, anda very cold winter, My wite and | 
lived In the Jess Bowman house, one half mile 
south of the Nome place. The winter was very 
fold and we had a baby girl, Roeberta, nine or 10 
‘months ol. It tas so co that winter the water 
Dall would freeze solid sitting bythe stove twas 
The coldest house Tever lived In. 

‘We had a erop fallure that year and I vas no 
able to put the crop in the next spring so T went 
Buck to te elty. 1-got a Job with International 
Harvester Co, of Canada and was field expert 
fnd service man for them. I traveled all of 
Northern Alberta trom Lacombe, T'was in the 
company’ for Ib years when t decided to stop 
traveling as our family was three children then 
Rocberta the oldest, Wesley, a boy next, Blane 
the youngest, and I was needed at home more 
tha on the road 

moved to Westlock, Alberta where worked 














for the LH.C. dealer, In Westlock, we built our 
{iret home, We lived there nine years The dealer 
{heze sold his place of business so moved back 
{o Edmonton and worked for LHLC. ck depart 
‘ent asa mechanie for one year- Told my’ pace 
Ih Westioek and moved to Thorsby, Alberta. 1 
bought # home here and have lived here for 22 
Years. I was employed by the Chysier dealer 
Here in Thorsby where. my" children Cnished 
School 

‘My oldest gr] Roeberta, ded n 1847. My son, 
Wesley, finished high school herein Thorsby and 
went to Olds Agriculture School for three years 
Hr then farmed my land for five years when Ne 
‘vas fan slek and had an operation and was not 
Able to farm. He went back to Olds ana took a 
fourse in landscaping. He now owns is own 
Business and is doing Rood 

‘My youngest daughter Is married and lives on 
vancoaver Island, She has two ehildren, both 
firs Wesley has four ehildren, one Boy and 
three evs. 

Ty’ ite was agent for Alberta Government 
Telephones here In Thorsby, until they changed 
the aster to automate, She then was employed 
with Northera. Alberta Dalry Pool as a 
bbokkeeper forthe Thorsby Cheese Factory unt 
1a when the reired. Tam also retired now in 
197, We are enjoying life and jut returned trom 
‘ny daughter’ place on the Island, where T did’ 
{o? at salmon fishing with an old nelghbor, J 
Jones who also lived at Leedale 











HANSEN, BEN 

was born In Hatting, Denmark in 1947 and 
‘ave to Canada with my parents in 157 and we 
lived at Caranation, Ponoka, and Edmonton 
before moving tothe Leeda dlstriet in May’ of 
1s, 

Th 1865 I met and married Donna Glenday of 
Eamonton and in. August of 1968 our Son, 
Micheal, was born, We let the place in May, 1988 
after confirming a place withthe Eamonton Fire 
Department, where 1 am presently employed 
‘Our daughter Tammy was born in May 1871 Kel 
Win Jy, 4973 and Pana in October, 197 

Th late Tune of 1968 seemed that the whole 
country was'on fire, Walle working on dad's 
Dace @ eall care to get home and work up land 
St the south end of our place, asa bush fre had 
gotten avay from our nelghbors. tn the mean 
time haf of the neighbors were fighling a fire on 
the Melvin Simmons farm 

The really hard part bout leaving was saying 
goodnye to all the friends we had made during 
the year spent on the farm: even now when west 
and ali about that year we get homesick 


JOHN CHARLES HOPPER — by Jean Hopper 

‘John Charles Hopper stas born in ISS at 
Langley Moor near Durham, England, His 
parents were farmers and also owned a hotel in 
Langley Moor. As a young man he worked on the 
farm, at ehole, and also drove telocal doctor 





fon his rounds. The fure of a new and better life 
fused" him to immigrate to. Canada In 1% 
[Before homesteading in the Benjamin district I 
4806 he worked on a farm In Manitoba as well as 
‘working in the logging camps inthe wintertime 
at Coleman, Alberta, 

After twice seturning to England he wed 
Mildred Mary Gillam in 1912. At hat cme she 
twas the postmistress at Langley Moor” When 
Charlie end Polly (as the couple were known) 
Were married they returned to Canada accar 
panied by Mr. and Mrs, illam Sr. to lve on 8 
farm in the Symong district. When their house 
vwas completed on the homestead In the Ben- 
Jamin distriet they moved there. 

‘Charlle was for some time a trustee of the 
Benjamin sehool whieh was foeated about wo 
fd one-half miles distant from the homestead, 
‘The livestock that was sold fom the farm had 0 
be transported along way tomarket in Lacombe 
Dy wagon or sleigh before the coming of the 
Paulas to Rimbes” 

Tn 198 the Hoppers purchased their frst 
‘automobile, & model T Ford ear, This was & 
{reat help in getting to town, providing It didn't 
‘Fain and make the roads impassable 

‘Charlie and Polly had one ton, Sidney 
Ccharies, eho married Jean Beddoes of the 
Uscimatt district in 2850, They have two 
children, Ron and Susan, 

(Charles wite pasted. away tn 1064 after a 
lengthy lines. Charile continued 10 ive tn his 
Home for several years before moving to the 
Senlor Citizen's Lodge in Rimbey in 1973, Follow 
Ing a serious illness, he was transferred to the 
Hllnbey Auxillary Hospital in 1075, where Newas 
stl vig in 197 








SERPE 3. 

‘Mr. Jerpe fled on his homestead the NW 18 
41.3 Woon Maren the 1,190, He recelved hs pa 
tent on January 31, 12. He owned a butcher 
Shop in Chleago and after the death of his flance 
he came to Canada and settied in he Benjamin 
District 

‘ir. jenpe lived in the hasement of his home 
and never finished the upper part of his home. He 
{armed in a small way and was a very religious 
man frlendly and lived a quiet fe. He served on 
the Benjamin School Board, 
ty nthe wnter 808 oF 357 be was found doe 
in tis home by Clarence Ferguson. 








JONES, JOHNNY 

“Johnny Jones was born at Lacombe in 198, 
He moved a sawnll fo the Faraway area in 185, 
land frst beeame aequalnted withthe neighbors 
inthe Leedate district then, although he resided 
In Rimbey at that time. 

He bough! the quarter wo lived on in 195 as 
he had boon inthe sirforce from 1643 to 196 

He married Louise Mohn in 182. She had 
on teaching in Midland and later taught at 
CGimiet for two years 




















People inthe Leedate area cut logs and made 
lumber at the Jones mill for the curling rink, 
thon they truckee the lumber fois present ste 
‘Where through community effort theyll eon 
ructed i 

‘We sold the farm in 3965 and have moved near 
the Oyster River on Vancouver Island. 








KILPATRICK, DONALD (DAN) AND FAMILY 
Athy alfred Kilpatrick 

Donald lipatriek, my father, was born Apsit 
seventh 188) fn Huron County, Ontario and he 
fame west to Moose Tavt, Saskatenewan In the 
fpring of 810, He was a carpenter and Bull, 
Several barns at Tuxford, Sask, Lille May Mot 
fat, my mother was bor October 0, 1885 near 
Hens, Ontario. She came west in‘7810 of 
harvest excursion and used to tel of Now hard 
fhe train seats were on that train ride to Regina, 
Sask. Dad and Mother were married In 1912 on 
March 12 at Moose Jaw. ‘They Took cut a 
homestead near Lake Jonaston at Old Wives 
Sask, Dad "served onthe councll for the 
Municipality of Hillsborough and also on the Bay 
[sland Senoo! Board 

vas the carly twentles inthe spring when a 
storm started up, before long it turned into a 
owing bilzard, Cattle were driven by the 
Norm into fence corners and died there, The 
Storm algo drove cattie and sheep oUt onto Lake 
Sofaston and they fll Into large cracks that 
‘were in the Ice and perished there 

1h 1918 when the fi Bit the country, quite a 
umber of people In our area contacted it but 1 
fever remember ofthe folks telling of too many 
Beople dving from It Dad care down witht but 
SSehlidren and mother escaped the fu 

{nour family four ehlidren were bors, Burns 
ay aides brother was born February 16,1913 at 
Moose Jaw, Alfred was born on the homestead 
nm April 21815. Margaret my slster was born in 
Lene, Onfario when mother and dad tole a rip 
bnek fo Ontario In the sinter of S690 and 122 
Bob the youngest was barn on the Homestead on 
Api 18, 122 

‘Drought and depression hit about 1929 on the 
prairies. Lake Johaston dried up to where old 
Wells were found, ‘These wells were dug. and 
ribbed about the later part of the 180, so the 
bid timers used to say’ Lean remember ae’ end 
{olng out tothe pasture with my dad-and brother 
to plek buttalo ehips as they were called (they 
sere dred cow manure) to burn fo {Ue the 
‘mmer as there Was no. Wood on The prairie. 
During those Years we aways hada garden. Our 
house was up on @ ll and about a quarter mile 
way there was a low ares in which Mother 
“lays planted the garden and It produced plen 
iy or our famty 

In 1835 Dad came up to Alberta and rented 
farm northeast of Rumbey. When he returned 0 
Stskatehewan he war unable fo raise enough 
money to ship up to Rimbey so we were unable to 
‘ake for that year. In the spring of 8941 carne 
fo Alberia and worked exst of Rimbey for the 
Summer and'in the fall Thelped thresh around 
Lcedale. After 23 years on the praitie Mother 
Sd Dadi could no longer take the dey years on 
the homestead so they pulled up stakes and 
moved to the Leedale ares. They shipped up io 
Fall cars of mackinery. six horses, four cows, 
Shlokens and household effets to’ Bekvile Th 








‘was right after Thanksgiving that they arsived 
land they then trailed up toa vacant house of 
Scotty Houston's and we lived there for the 

‘Previously to coming to Alberta Dad went to 
Fgina to get transportation to Alberta but was 
turned down on two occasions, A neighbor was 
(going to Regina fo get transportation fo morthern 
Sask, and dad asked alm fo try and gett for him 
to Alberta. Our neighbor was successful and so 
‘we made te Alberta, 1remember one homesick. 
horse we brought up from the prairie with us, ls 
fame was Dan. Twice he got away. once T found 
him at Dixon andthe other time at Benalto close 
tothe river, had ie been used fo water I'm sure 
he would nave crossed the Medicine River and 
perhaps made his way back tothe prairie before 
‘We could have eaught him. 

‘in the spring of 1855 We rented the Frank 
Hancher farm and moved there for @ year. Then 
‘in the spring of 1908 we bought the Louis Guth 
quatter NB 314238, ‘This was our home 
‘About a couple of years later the NW 31 was 
bought and Dad and us boys worked at grubbing 
and getting more land Ino production. Tt was a 
fot of hard work but we were always abie to have 
plenty fo eat and fodder for our livestock, With 
{hems shat Were west of us Burns and | worked 
Inthe lumber camps in the Winter and later on 
Bob also worked there too. I was sore years 
after T'was matried tuat Dad bought another 
(quarter of land from Frank Johnaman the SE 6 
BSW, 

1, Allred married Mary Johnsman in 1901 and 
we have two children Frankie and Davi. 
Fran finshed her high school at Eekville and 
then Joined the Alr Force. She married Robert 
Matkins who ts Program Mtanager of ihe Mon: 
lana Large Aperture Slesmac Array for Ford 
Aerospace. and. Communications Corporation 
‘They lve in Billings, Montana and nave two boys 
Davia and Roby. Davie our son took part of Bis 
igh School n Ekle and tnished in Red Deer, 








Dan Kip Pani Lett ee 





He also went to Olds and took Agriculture 
Mechanles, Barbara his wife 188 RN. an fook 
her training in Saskatoon. They are now living in 
the area and farming our place nthe Benjamin 
district. ‘They have two els, Shannon and 
Melanie. 

Margaret married Gale Scott in 1845 and they 
have three gis. Audrey married Wm. MeKay 
fand they live in Fort St.John, B.C. They have 
toro children. Janet married Paul Lange and 
they ive at Sundre and have two gles. Prancle 
Works in Edmonton 

Hob married Vivian Broderson in 1949 and 
they live in Rocky Mountain House. They have 
three children, Lioyd is married and has a son 
fn lives in Olds, Colleen works in Rocky Moun 
tain House and Brenda fs stil at ome, 

Burns my brother lives on the home place and 

Dad passed vay in April of 1958 and Mother 
in February of 1984, and they are buried in the 
Mount Auburn Cemetery at Rimbey 








KRAFT, GOTTFRIED (FRED) 

ied Kraft vas born at Saratov, Russia on 
May’, 1899 and came to Canada in 191L. He 
Served inthe Fisst World Warin Prance with the 
Ath Battalion ané on November 15,1815 enlisted 
with the Sth Battalfon In Calgary. He recelved 


British War and Victory medals and decorations. 
Fred was discharged from te army on May 30, 
1919 In Calgary, where he married Sens 
Bardenhagen on July 18 of the same year. Sena, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carson Bardenhagen, 
Sof the Benjamin Distrit, was born in Elk 
Rapids, Mtchigan, U'S.A. on December 17, 1381 
Thelr sons, Ole, January 38, 1921; Victor, 
February 2m, 1924; and Floyd, August 2, 1924, 
‘were barn at Gilbs, Alberta. Then they moved 19 
Calgary’ where Raber! was born on July 15, 1805, 
In 198 they moved to Lovalst, where Ben was 
born on July 33 1892, In 1088 they moved back 10 
the Gilby district. 

‘ter lengthy dines, Fred passed away in 
1942, Sena resided inthe distriet for a umber of 
Years and then moved to Eckvile where she 
Durehased a house ana lived there until he ime 
®t her passing on December 18, 198. Bots Fred 
fnd Sena ae laid to Fest in the Kalen (GHB) 

(Ole Kraft married Maxine Rogers of Toteld 
in November 19 He began work or the Alberta 
‘Wheat Poo! in 1951 at Delburne and then moved 
to Wetaskiwin where tele daughter, Karen Lynn 
(now Mrs. Ronald: Draper of Hlspring) as 
‘Dorm Apel, 1953. Later that year they moved to 
Feel. Their seeosd daughter, Nita Loulse, was 
‘orn on June 9, 1859 at Castor. She ls now Mrs 
Norman Nelson and resides in Lethbridge, From 
Fleet, Ole and Maxine and. family. moved to 
Conteh and then to Flispring in southern Alber 
ta" 1972 Ole was transferred to Welling, south 
of Lethbridge, where he ts sill emplaved. They 
tale thely home in Magrath, Alberta, 

Victor Kraft served inte army trom 1942 un 
tu 196, He married the former Joy Berevmnan 
8nd they’ had four ehllaren, Tudy, June, Steven 
and Pat ‘The family lived in Whitecourt for 
many vears, where Vielor owned and operated 8 
trucking business. He died of Injuries sutfered in 
5 ohuekivagon accident atthe Red Deer Fair on 
uly 2, 19, 

Plova Kraft served with the Medical Corp in 
te army’ from T940 unt 1948, and died as the 
Fesut of drowning in 1948, atthe age of 24 Years. 

Tobert Krall received is education at 
Eckville and served in the army trom 1944 fo 
‘88, He worked for the Alberta, Wheat Pool at 
Sylvan Lake and Elspeth from 1951 unt 1980. He 
married Betty Hansen in December, 1855, Bett, 
‘Gaughter of Albert and Hazel Hansen, was both 
land’ raised ‘In the. Bluebell district south of 
Eckvile, where she received nine years of her 
education and. completed ‘her highschool it 
Eciville. after finishing Grade 12, she worked at 
the ekville Hospital for several months and 
then spent one year working inthe office at the 
Epkville Co-op. On June 1, 1854 Betty started 
‘work at the local Post Office and is. still, 
employed ther 

Tr 1961 Robert attended * Molar System of 
Sengols” In Calgary, where he received bis cet 
lfleate in barbering. Tn Tune, 1962 he obtained 



































tis provincial icense, after which he operated a 
Batber Shop In Ekle for the next ten years, 

Robert and Beity are very Interested in sports 
having both been “active curlers for” many 
Sears. Rebert was Instrumental in the constr 
Hon et the local arena and has spent several 
years as a, member of the “Arena: Operating 
Gammittes"™ At present he is a member of Me 
ekville Town Counet 

Ben Kraft and his wife, the former Joan 
Wingate of the. Leedale district, reside. at 
Sieamous, BC, They have five ehildren: Arie 
Bonne, Bean, Lort and Marnie. Ben isemployed 
by the Co-op Lumber Mill at Canee, 8. 





LAND, CHARLES 

‘Charlie and Kathleen Land came to Canada in 
4915, and settled In the Benjamin District on the 
SE 2541-3. WS. They homesteaded a bush quarter 
8nd started the painstaking job of clearing it by 
hand and having It broken by horses: with & 
‘wooden beam breaking plow. 

There were several other families inthe ds 
trict at that time, so the roads went from farm to 
arm across country, and fo The schoo, whieh 
was the centre of cammunity life. Here dances, 
‘bor socials and social evenings wvere held and 
Charile used fo tp withthe entertainment by 
singing and whistling across the blade of ane. 

Since they lived eleven miles from town, 
which was qulte @ tong trip with horses and 
Mtagons, they andthe nelghbors used to take 
{ums to fetch the groceries and the mall, that 
vay each family would only have to make the 
Tedious trip every Three oF four weeks and as 
{ore was no raliay, Charlle took his turn haul: 
Ing freight from Lacombe to Leedale, 

1817 the Land house burned down with all 
thelr possessions, and so forthe next couple af 
{eats they lived atthe Hiram Cutler farm near 
Rimbey. They returned to Benjamin ater that 
time to rebuild thelr home, 

‘When the road allowances were surveyed 
every farmer worked fo make the graded roads, 
‘They used horses and a slip for the high land, 
Ths dg up the dirt and conveyed ito the proper 
place When they had o go over low ying ground 
they cordaroyed It waleh meant cutting trees 
and laying them slde by side over the swampy 
round and covering them with dirt hauled with 
‘ragons with moveable floors 

‘As more land Was cleaved and erops grown, 
‘hey used fo cut and took the grain then stack It 
fo that later on in the fall or winter it could Dé 
threshed when the threshing machine made It's 
‘ounds tothe diferent farmers 

“Tne Land's ought thelr first car, a Model Tin 
sor, buf slelghs were sill used in winter asthe 
Toads were not suitable for ears 

‘in 184 Charle had a very bad heart attack 
He never actively farmed afer that but became 
Interested in gardening and his son Herb took 
over the fatm They retired to Bentley in 1950, 





‘whore Charile had a model garden and they bott 
‘noyed thelr reirement. 

\Gharile and Kathleen had four ehlldren, one 
son and three daughters 

‘Herbert married (Mrs.) Joan Porter who had 
tyyns, a boy eltnand a gir Barbara. Kelth Is et 
Fox Creek. Barbara married Robert Barlow of 
Calgary and they have two daughters, Michele 
fand-Aligon. and they ave now residing in 
Chiluwaek, B.C. To Herbert and Joan a son 
Michael was born ana he Isat home on the farm 
‘with his parents 

‘Allee, married Charles Arrowsmith of 
Rimbey, they have one son Douglas who married 
{Lals Gaider of Lacombe. Douglas and Lois have 
tho children, a son Larry anda daughter Connie, 
Ale, Charles end Douglas and family lve in 
B.C. at Armstrong and Enderby 

‘Ada married James Haarstad of Bentley 
‘They have two sons Denls and. Dean, Denis 
married Pat Berane and they have One sof 
David-and’one daughter Brenda. Ada passed 
away in 1978 

by married Eaward Mottus of Rekvile and 
they have two sons Ted and’ Steve atd_one 
Aaugnter sateen. Ruby and family lve in 
Sallwin, Missour. 

KKathicen passed away in 199 and Chart in 
1973, and are buried at Bentley 


LAYE, MR. AND MRS. BENJAM 
Mrs. Frank Laye 

T1906 Mand Mrs, Benjamin Laye and thelr 
two children, Frank, age elght Years and 
Marion, age five years, left Abrum, England. 
‘They came to Brandon, Manitoba where be 
Worked at Brandon Machine shop for a year. In 
48h they came to Lacombe, Mi, Lave worked on 
{he brick sehon there which was being but that 
Yar. rs. Laye cooked for some of the workers 
On'Febrairy 28, 190 they left Lacombe to come 
{othe homestead with teary and democrat, 
Grossing Gull Lake, Alberta ablizard— there 
Weas not much snow before that. Four other 
Eilldren ‘were born In the years to follow, 
Stanley, Lorna, Jesstey and aiph, Mrs. Layé 
passed aovay in December 190, age 66 years. Mr 
Eaye ‘passed away ‘September, 193, age 8 

rank married Dorothy Guest. They reside in 
‘he Benjamin District. They have one daughter, 
Margaret, who married. Lenard Scott and 
farmed in The Lecory area. They have ro 
‘hildren: Murray’ and Heather. 

‘Marion married Harry Robb of Carlos, They 
farmed in that area. ‘Thy’ hag three chide 
Norma, Howard and Leonard, Harry passed 
Sway September, 132, Marion passed away J 
ly, 1914, age 75 Years. Norma married Harvey 

‘ewart of Bluttton, they have a farm there 
‘They have three children Leslie, Ronald and 
‘Mariya. Lesile married Linda Jones of Sorren: 
to, B.C, now living at Red Deer. Ronald and 
Mariya’ are at home, Howara married Janet 
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Wilson of Bingley. The home farm at Carlos was 
left fo him, where they reside. They have six 


cildren, Bamela, Angelia, Beck, Sheldon, 
Monies ‘and’ ‘Sherman allat home, Leonard 
married Debra Wilson of Bingley. They are iv 
Ing near Rocky Mountain House. They have five 
children, Kevin, Calvin, Dean, "Denise. and 
Metante all at home. 

Stanley married Kathleen Neumeyer of 
Potter Creek. They took over his father's farm, 
‘They had one daughter Shirey. Stanley passed 
sua October 197 age 65 years, Shirley married 
Richard Elulk of ekvilie. He works for John 
Deere Parts and Service of Olds They have one 
son Ryan 

‘Lorna marvied Hardin Chatfee of Rimbey 
hey lived at Willesden Green Distret until 113 
When. Hardin went into the army. Lora moved 
Into Rimbey with the four oldest children unl 
485 when Hardin returned from overseas, the 
latter: part of May. In the fall of 1989 they 
moved to Walnaright where Hardin worked fn 
the Quarter Masters Store. They stayed there a 
year, untll his discharge from the army. They 
hoved back to Rimbey untll 189 when the) 
moved to Edmonton. A year ago they moved 0 
§an acreage near Spruce Grove. They have eight 
fldren: Connle, Verlin. Navarzo, Hardin J 
Dale, Yvonne, Denis and Donne. Connie married 
Ailat Maclean and lives near Alder Flats He ls 
battery operator. ‘They have. five. eildren 
Heather, Randy, Douglas, David and ‘Tim, 
Heather married Tony Maclennan and are iv 
Ing in Edmonton. ‘They have one daughter 
Saylor. The others are not married, Verlin is 
‘married and lives in Edmonton. They have seven 
children. Navarro married Loretta Dimers. He 
fperates a vacuum truck in ine of fields around 
Buck Lake. ‘They have three children: Tin, 
Chad and Craig. Hapdin Jr and wite Judy lives 
‘nan aereage out of Spruce Grove. He Is. 
Carpenter for W.J. V. Bennet. They have three 
tins: Dale and ite lives in Edmonton, Hels 8 
Machinist, They have to boys, Yvonne married 
Ed Schrieber. she s a supervisor for the Depart 
‘ent of Finance in the Provinelal Government 
Dents is apprenticing electrician and Is at pres 
feni'at Fort MeMureay. Donna married Gordon 
Thachuk. She works for the Department of 
Health and Welfare 

‘Jessie married Fred Dentman of Rimbey, 
“They look over the family {arm east of Rimes, 
‘They have one daughter, Muriel. She married 
Leonard Ingram of Bentley. They are farming 
feast of Rimbey. They have two boys, Randy and 

TRaiph passed away the winter of 1928 at the 
age of four years 

















DUNCAN AND ANNIE LAYTON — by Mary 
Blake 

‘One ofthe early families in the Benjamin dis 
telet Was that of Duncan and Annie Layton. An 
nle’s parents, Mr and Mrs. dames Locka, em: 





migrated trom Nebraska, U.S.A, to Alberta in 
AIMS, and operated the frst post sifie in the dls 
telet then lawn as Lockhart 

"in the fall of 1905, Duneani Layton, who had 
left hs home in Truro, Nova Scot three years 
fariler to Bind work ia the sawmills of British 
Columbia, returned to Alberta to file claims on 
homesteads for himeeit and five companions 
‘They were Frank Wingate, Wallace Stevenson, 
George Fraser, Marner Seaith and Jack Mink 
Frank, Wallace, George and Duncan remained 
{otarm the lands thes Romesteaded. Early in the 
spring of 1808 Mr. Layton began Teaching in the 
newly organaed Calkins Valley School Division, 
He'nad plans made up and obtained he permit 
for butiding a schoo in the Benjamin district I 
4807 the newly-formed Benjamin Schoo! District 
issued debentures and borrowed money to begin 
Dullaing. Link Boyer got the contract to bud the 
choo! assisted by Aer. Benjamin, a member of 
{he schol board, Mr. Layton taught trom March 
Until June of 18, "There was not enough money 
to coatinue longer. The frst pupils consisted of 
three Taylor children and four of the Benjamin 
Children: School was closed in May of 1930 when 
‘Mr. Benjamin, having “proved up”, got title to 
Nis’ land, thes packed up his belongings and 
‘moved with hs family back fo Montana, Without 
the Benjamin children there were noi the re 
‘Guired number of schoo! children To operate the 
Sohool 

Mr, and Mrs, Layton were married on Oc 
‘ober 2, 1908 and Celebrated thelr €5th wedding 
anniversary before Mrs, Layton's death In 1973 
Mr. Layton, now 94 Years of age, lives atthe 








Valley Park Manor in Red Deer. He sti 
Temembers vividly his early vearein the area as 
teacher and a farmer, 
































(Of thee sx ehildren, the two eldest reside in 
tne Benjamin district. James married. Beryl 
Beddoes and they have made thelr home an the 
briginal Layton farm since 1041. Thelr only 
laughter, Sandra (hrs. Colin Heard) lives in 
Petawawa, Ontario. 

‘Bob married Clara Tlleman. Ther family in 
cludes Donna (Mrs. Jim Pearson) Bob, Hervey, 
‘allan, Heather (airs. Robert Guidam), Cans 
(Gtts’ Andy Brown) and Tim and Tom. 

taurle married Lenore MacLean” and they 
willbe retiring to White Rock in 1977 They Rave 
tne daughter, Linda (Mrs, Greg Berry) and 3 
fn, Keith 

“esse (Mrs. Hal Beddoes) of Kamloops, B.C 
has Just retired from a nursing career, They 
have four sons, Michael, Sandy, Ken and tan 

Mary (Mire. E. H. Blake) vrelired trom 
teaching and lives ih Rea Deer She has two ons, 
Soha ana Tony 

Layton L, married Reva Hyde, and lives in 
Vancouver, 8.C. ‘They have a son, Mark and a 
daughter, Taramy 


LINER, JOHN AND FAMILY 

any im the year 1910 Jobn Liner lett his 
home in Sveden and sailed for Canada, Wit him 
twas his brother Olat and later the same year 
‘nother brother Per also came to Canada. They 
first came to Barons, Alberta, where a sister and 
brotierinlaw lived. "The. brothers. were all 
arpenters and for several months they worked 
St carpenter work in Southern Alberts 

They then eame north fo Lacombe looking for 
homesteads, About 30 miles west of Lacombe 
there mere three homesteads available In Sec 
Usi13:Wa, John filed on the SE quarler, Olaf 
fled on the SW quarter and Peron the. NW 
fuarter of this section. That winter dhe Brothers 
Bulla log house on John's quarter. When spring 
fame they went south again todo carpenter Work 
forthe summer 

In The fall of 1911 Joda’s wife Fala and three 
cnildzen Anders six, Anna five and Allee "Wo 
Shlled for Canada. Per’ wite Bina and son Gun 
bar came at the same time. After the cecan 
‘ovage and long train ride across Canada they 
{inal arrived st Lacombe. Jonn and Per were 
there fo. meet them andthe trip to: the 
homesteads was made with a team of horses and 
wagon, The first arnter John’s and. Per's 
fanniies and Otat all ved inthe log house that 
Fad been bullt the previous winter. Per and Olat 
built ouses on thelr homesteads that sinter and 
‘moved to thelr own homes in the spring. 

“Foti built log baen on hs land A few Read 
of cate’ were Bought, also ome, pig, sad 
hickens, Afr acres of land were cleare 
Join purchased team ot oxen break iheland. 
ite often nad to leave his family and go out to 
‘Work at hls carpenter trade to get some much 
needed money. Incame from the and was very 
meager the rst years 

ih April 1813 anoiner daughter was born tothe 





























family, She was named Albertina whiek was 
Soon shortened to Alla, She grew to be a happy 
hate tie ai. 

‘anders Started school at the Benjamin Schoo 
tn 1913 Tits frst teacher was Mlss Flo Johnson. 
Ania started sehoo! the following year. Sir. D: 
IM: Layton was our teacher tht year. We found 
choo! dificult a first, because we did nt knot 
ihe English language. However we soon learned 
fnough of the language so we could understand 
bur teacher and our progress at school was quite 
Eivorabie. 

‘Daring the summer months wild bereies wer 
plentiful. We pleked saskatoons, Wild 
Faspoerties and blueberries, which were 
preserved for winter: 

in July 1816 tragedy struck our family Bila 
our dear Mother, passed away a few hours after 
fhe birth of her daughter Gladys. Tonn was 
heartbroken and aid not know Row ‘he would 
manage to ralse his family by himself. Mi. and 
Mis. Arehle Putland, who fad no children of 
{elt om, etfered to’ adopt Baby Gladys, John 
fia nt want to give up his tile daughter but he 
felt tha it would be best for his ite gir. So the 
‘adoption papers were signed and Gladys became 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Pulland. They were 
very good to her’ and she had a. Very happy 
hllahond, Por the next io years the ofher four 
thildven stayed with relatives in southern Alber 
{aland ohn worked at his carpenter work 

in Deeember 1918 John married Stla Peter 
son, who had just recently come from Sweden 
He’ then brougnt his family back to the 
homestead. We were al happy tobe back and we 
were happy’ to have a new mother. Again we 
Went 10 school af Benjamin. By this time » Allee 
wae sehool age alse and two years later Alta 
Started school. We had a long walk to school a 
ur homestead was four miles from the Ben 
Jamin Sehoot bu we hada path through the bush 
Whlek shortened the distance a bt. In 1801 John 











bought the quarter section which had been his 
Brother Per's Homestead and we moved there, 
We now had a better house and we were a mile 
closer to School There also was more land under 
taltivation soit was not necessary to workout at 
ch 

‘Afier finishing school Anders worked with his 
Dad on the farm for a number of years. He aso 
worked In southern Alberta in the harvest fields 
for several years, In 1800 he filed on a homestead 
at Wintleld, He bullt a Tog house. there and it 
‘Decame his home for many years: Besides clear 
Ing. Tana and developing’ his homestead he 
‘worked in lumber eamps and fora time as a see. 
tion man'on tke C.P-R. ralway. In 252 he sold 
his tomestead and bought his father's tarm I 
the Benjamin District, He farmed there until 
1968, when he sold the farm and bought s home in 
Rimbey. Tn October of 168 Anders iarsied Eva 
Andrews and Andy and his wite stil live in 
Rimbey 

“Anna finshed grade nine in the Benjamin 
Setool. Then she ‘went ¢o Calgary” where she 
finished er" high schoo! and went to" Normal 
School. She ‘aught sehoot for eight years In 
Soverai school dstricis in Central Alberta, After 
Te death of her step-motner in 1885 Anna came 
home to Keep house for her father and help onthe 
farm. In 194 Anna and-John lett the farm and 
Went to Waite Rock, B.C where tuey lived ntl 
Joun passed. away" Maren, 1988. After her 
{ates death Anna came beck 10 Alberta and in 
1549 she married Andrew Crawforg, who farmed 
South of Fekville. Andy and Aana continued 10 
farm in the Diamond Valley District unt 171, 
‘when they sold their farm and bought a home it 
Fed Deer, where they now resid. 

After finishing school Allee worked in 
Calgary for" a number of years, In 1999 she 
‘married Gust Svenson of the Winiield Distret 
Gust hada farm west af town where he and Alice 
lived for many years, Taelr Som Alfred was born 
Jn 190, Allee passed away in 1964. Gust con 
{inued fo ive on the farm uni Ris passing in 
1805. Altted i st arming on hls parents farm. 

Alta inlshed her high seuool in Calgary. Then 
she went fo Normal School. She taught school fr 
4 Tow years, then she went to the Western Baptist, 
Bibie Cotlege and became a missionary, In 7883 
she went to Nigeria, Afries under the Sudan 
Interior Mission She served two four year terms 
in Arica. She came home on furlough in 1941 just 
before her father’s passing. She went back for 
her second term inthe fall of 1948, The climate in 
Arica vas hard on ber health, so she found she 
had to give up ner work as a missionaey. In 1995 
she went to tue Peace River Distrito teach 
School. There she met Edmond oy and she and 
Edmond were marsied in 187. alta continued 
teaching for few Years after her marriage, 

Eimond was farming. Then they moved 0 




















Peace River town where they worked for 
huer af years. They are now retired and ving 
In Kelowna, B.C. 








Gladys was taken by her foster parents to 
Burnaby. B.C. while she was silvery young and 
‘hey continued to live in the Vancouver Area for 
Many years. Gladys became a teacher and 
{aught school ‘on. Vancouver Island. She was 
about 25 years cd when she was fod that she had 
been adopted, She then came to alberta to visit 
her father and brother and sisters. She stayed 
‘with her father and Anna for neariy a year, Then 
$e wont bac (0 B.C. where she has lived most 








LINER, OLAF FAMILY. 

Tn the fall of 1910 Olaf Liner ted on a 
homestead in the Benjamin District. Iwas the 
SWi5-41075. He bult a house om hs land in the 
‘winter of 182, later he cleared land and built 
fences. He also worked at his carpenter trade 
‘much of the time 

‘in 1817 he went to Sweden and brought his 
wife Lydia “and son” Algot with him back. to 
Canada. ‘They’ came to the Barons District of 
Southern Alberta where they rented ah empty 
farm house and Olat worked as a carpenter fot 
about two years. Thelt son Algot attended the 
Garden Prairie School, In. July 1918 thelr son 
Harty was bor. In the spring of 1818 they rented 
4 farm southwest of Barons, but this farming 
Venture proved unsuccessful, They” sutfered 
three years of crap allure, de to drought, 
ulworms and grasshoppers. Another son Robert 
‘was born in Mareh of 122 

Tn the fl of 191 Olaf moved bis family to his 
homestead in the Benjamin Distriet where they 
lived for about a year anda halt and Argot 
attended school st Benjamin. In 1829 Olat sold 
His Romestead and the family lived in Calgary 
for about a year. Then in the fall of 121 Olat 
ought a C-P'R. quarter in the Lackart District, 
the SE. 1241 W5.Olat worked hard on this 
farm. ie cleared about 100 acres of land and 
broke I with horses. They alsoraised pigs, cattle 
‘and allked cous 

Tele Youngest son Carl was born in January, 
1971 Hay and Robert were now sitol age, 
‘Taey went t0 the Calkins Valley School, Later 
Carl also had his schooling at Calkins Valley 

‘Algot worked In southern Alberta and at 
various jobs inthe Calgary area. He remained 3 
bachelor al his le. He now fs retired and living 
in Calgary. 

Harry bought a truck and for about 15 years 
he operated a trucking business known as 
“Liners Transport”. Then he bought Mis father's 
farm, where pe (ssi living and continuing 10 
farm’ ‘a 1845 Harry married Marie Kross, 
Some years later they Dull 4 alce new home of 
{he farm. Harry and Marie have three chren, 
Susan, Annette and Gordon, They also have sx 
iandehildren. 

"Hobert bought land in the Lockhart District 
whieh he continued to farm for several years. He 
ls helped Harry with the trucking busines. In 
1051 Robert married Allee Harstad, They com 




















tinued fo ive on the farm and built a lovely new 
home, In 1968 Bob and alice decided to move to 
ELC, they had a tae and sold thee farm equlp 
‘ment and livestock, Mey'moved to Rutland, B.C 
Snd for atime Bob worked a8 a carpenter. Then 
they. tought a farm at Atmsirong where they 
lives Yor several years. In 1972 Bob and Allee 
moved back to alberta and they ane now living 
bn a farm the Lockhart Distle. 

Carl became an Auto Body Mechante, He was 
married in 1857 and bought a home in Calgary 
(Cel and his wife Martha stil live in Calgary and 
bes continuing to wark at his trade 








af and Lydia Liner moved to Calgary when 
‘hey retired from farming and bought a home In 
The city. On December 3; 1958 they celebrated 
thets Gaiden Weadlng Anniversary witha famaly 
inner atthe home of their son Hazry and in the 
Sternoon they had open house at Roberts farm 
‘Where many friends and neighbors gathered to 
trish them well: In 1005 Olaf suffered & stroke 
‘vhioh let him partly paralyzed. Lda continued 
Tolook after hm and nurse him throueh hs long 
Mines. He passed away in December 191L Lydia 
lived in het home in Calgary for sometime after 
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her husband's death, Then she sold her home and 
is now living in the Senior Cillzen’s Lodge at 
Rimbey. At age 83 she still enjoys fairly good 
health and keeps busy crocheting and kalting. 


LINER, PER FAMILY 

Tn fe al 1910 Per Liner fled onthe NW 1 
4153. During the winter of 1912 he bullt & 
house on hs and and dua wel. In the spring he 
‘nd his wife Mina and son Gunnar moved to the 
Homestead, He was busy that summer clearing 
Some land and getting @ few acres broken. He 
bull a fog barn and avchicken house. He bought 
horses, some ‘cattle apd chickens. Like Ais 
brothers, Per often had to leave home to do 
Carpenter Work To supplement is Income, Gun 
har who was ten years old was abighelp with the 
chores when his father was away” Gunnar 
Started Schoo! at Benjamin soon after they were 
ttled on the farm, He soon learned the Engish 
Tanguage and made good progress al school 

‘Per's health began to fallin the fal of 1816 
and afer an ilness of several months he ded in 
April 1917, Mina and Gunnar lef the homestead 
for about a year and found work in Calgary, but 
they came back fo the faren In 39t8 and Guar 
bought livestock and equipment and began to 
fart hs father's homestead. However afer the 
extremely long cold winter of 1819 and 3820 they 
‘decided fo move fo a warmer climate, They had 
sale in the summer of 1990 end’ moved to 
Californa. 21820 John Liner bought thelr farm. 
Mina’ passed away a few years later. Gunnar 
Continued to ive in California and worked at 
Various Jobs, He is now retired aa ives In Los 
‘Angeles. 

















MEMORIES OF “OLD BALDY 
‘Others know the hill as "Old Baldy or “Snake 
Hu bat to myself and my brothers it was just 
‘Grandpa's Hl. 1 do not know is history from 
{gio when my grandparents came from Towa '0 
this valley” Some say there ls an Indian grave 
beside the pathway which runs long the fop. A 
ploneer once bull a home right near the Drow of 
{his small mountain and indeed Laid see this od 
‘basement or foundation on the tril when grand: 
pa and grandma took us for a Sunday climb. Asa 
Tittle ehila t remember how lovely "the fil 
looked with is blanket of shiny” green 
‘hlekenbersies, 

‘When Grandpa came to Canada he had in 
tended living near Leodale on fat quarter see 
Hom of lang, but Grandma was so homesick for 
the “Oid Country” that they settled here Instead 
The hill reminded. them of ‘Scotland. A tire 
Cleared ll trees fom i an this show it got t's 
fame in the 1920's It lies om the farthest 
forthwest end of the Medicine Hills. In the 10's 
‘and 189s we walked right up the south-west face 
of it over slippery leaves and’ jagged rocks, 
frasping small trees and. going ina winding 
Sireetion so we wouldn't sip. Grandpa always 
‘warned us tobe careful or "you'l roll Rg down 














the hil", Tt took about one half hour to elim 
"ight up fo the snake pit where we rested, Once 
(Grandpa showed me ihe snakes Writhing ound 
In thelr sunny’ rock cavern, Grandma was 
always atrald fo go there alone, for once she had 
zone looking for eres around the back of the 
Fill'end beceme lost She finally came fo a wire 
fence and followed ito the flelds near the house. 
‘Once too a grey wolf nad chased thelr dogs, when 
they ventured too near the dark forest at the 
horth end, So ¢o us ehildren “The Hill” was 
Nery wondetfol and mysterious place where we 
Went for a climb on Sunday” Grandpa walking 
head with his Willam Walking ttc, thon came 
We eilaren followed by Tally ihe ol sheep dog 
land last came Grandma Keeping watch over Us 
vas worth ihe effort when te reached the tp, 
‘There we sat down on a soft carpet of moss and 
leaves to view the snowy mountains and the 
Medicine Valey belo. Grandpa peinted out the 
helghbor's farms tothe northwest and. the 
Calkins Valey to the east Best ofall was seeing 
the toot of their log house right below nestled i 
the trees 

The hill smelled of Balm of Gilead trees and 
raspberries Ih was covered with antills whieh 
Grandpa stirred or poked with his stk so we 
ould see the poor ite erestures rebuilding 
‘heir mounds. 1 really wondered Ifthe whole il 
‘might be one hugh red antl for Tas terifed 
Gt them when they crawled into my shoes ana bit 
fiercely There were deer and other wild animals 
Sheltering among the trees, Grandma became 
‘ery upset when anyone hunted. them. She 
thought of ft a8 a natural sanctuary 

‘Over the years "Old Baldy” has been many 
ings fo many people. Other neighbors have had 
Slelghiding parses and hiking plenes along 
the old tral: Nov the pavement runs right along 
the eastside and the road erew bulls lok out on 
the south-east end. So our litle mountain Is not 
lone 











THE NELS MOGENSEN FAMILY — by 
Margaret Mogensen 

‘Nels emlgvsted othe Calgary area from Den 
-murk in 877 ana came from Denmark in 129. 
‘We were married in Calgary in 19 

‘We lived in Calgary for 10 years, but at that 
time there was no work inthe city, s6 we decided 
loge farming and eame fo the Benjamin district 
In the summer of 190%, Nels was never out of 
‘Work after at! It was a raw quarter section 
‘sithno roads, We lived in a ten for wo monthe 
‘while Nele helped the Layton boys withthe hay 
Ing. Then thed, in tuen, helped him Bulla 8 wo 
oom log house. At ihe time we moved t0 The 
farm we had the theee older boys. Hugh was 
nine, Ken was seven, and Norman was three 
‘Years old. Untt we got a wel riled the follow 
Ing summer we hauled water trom Layton's 
Spring, «distance af one mle. While we were 
ing In the tent we Nad a hall storm that almost 
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ele our chickens and soaked everything in the 
tent. The mosqultoes were s0 bad that Norman 
‘was completely covered wih bites, 

"The road allowances was cleared the flrst 
summer from Lands to the northwest corner of 
ur quarter. Phe road isl was not Dal fora 

nthe fll Nels Went harvesting at Balzac to 
earn some money for the winter While he Was 
fone Hugh and lala part of the kitchen flor and 
started to chink the logs inside the house 

‘Our two horses ran aveay that summer, and 
we heard three months later that they were bt 
the pound in Markerville. 1 cost 35 to get them 
hack out again, ta the meantime we haa bought 
nother horse fom Charlie Land to se for haul 
ing water. 

‘An early snowstorm brought Nels home from 
Balzac, but after things died up again he Was 
able to go and help Harry Thomas thresh 

‘That first winter and spring Nels cleared 14 
‘acres and hall It broken in the spring. In the 
‘Surumer of 1s we had a well dled. We had to, 
Grill down 150 feet to get water, soit was really 
heavy to pump 

‘We brought chickens with us from Calgary 
and Doughta milk cov from Chale Land, owe 
dlways had fresh milk and eggs. Nels worked for 
fliterent neighbors for the going wage of one 
follar a day to help buy groceries. The beys 
{ound ife quite aiterent irom the ety, with fo 
land three-quarter miles to go to school, elther on 
foot or on horseback. 

‘We were very fortunate that we were all 
healthy except for the tact that Norman was 
bora with a Elub foot whieh required long and 
frequent treatment at the Red Cross Hospi 
Calgary. Transportaton was so poor that tas 
4 problem getting him back and Torth and his 
hospital stas were sometimes prolonged. 

‘Gur lite was generally untouched by the war 
excep! for communication with relatives In Den- 
mark. Letters were sent {rom Denmarie to a 
friend inthe United States, who forwarded them 
fous and the same with our letters to them anti 
the United States entered the war. ‘Then all 
Tetiers had to go through the feed Cross and we 
ould send a message of only 25 words 

"in 1941 Doris was born in Rimbey. We were 
worried about the availablity af a doctor, asthe 
doctor who had been there had Joined the army, 
but another aid come. betore she was ‘born 

ye was bora in September of 1813. 

Tn 1917 Hugh lett home to take Grade 21 in 
okie. He worked on MacDonalds tarm for 
his room and board with them. The next year he 
‘boarded at Weekes near Bentley and foOk part 
ot his Grade 12 there. Meanwhile, en was 
boarding at Jim Jatfrey's and taking Grade at 
Lockhart, as there was no teacher st Benfari, 
Mr. McCullough, who was the seheal superiaten 
‘ent, offered fo let him come and board st his 
home in Rea Deer and finish his high school 
there, Hugh Was able ogo there oo, and peck up 




















the Grade 12 subjects that weren’ avaliable to 
im Jn Bentley 

'Weremeraber lots of good times during those 
years, things like community pientes, familes 
ietling together for Sunday dlaners, Chestmnas 
onceria sist drives, showers fora he young 
people of the community who got married, and 
the Benjamin Ladies Club, Isabel Guest had the 
fist meeting of the Club and Aad the second, 

In December of 1990 our house was complete 
ly destroyed by fire. We had\no insurance, 20 i 
Wasa terrible loss to us. Our nelghbors’ were 
Yer good. tous; they. brought us. bedding, 
fousehold goods, and mone’. Lavtons loaned us 
thelr old house and Herb Land pulled {in with 
his Weactor. ‘That winter we got out logs and 
Siwed them and the following summer we 
$arted work on the new house. Rural electricity 
‘was being brought in at that time, so we had the 
House wired sve we were bulding. 

‘An incident happened sbout this time that 
we've always. laughed about. We had some 
Ielends who drove up from Druraheller, but when 
they got as far as Baldy they got stuck in the mud 
from the heavy shower we had had that aftr. 
oon, Mr. Aagaard swalked wp fo our place and 
his-ife stayed at Baths. After supper Nels and 
Norman hited up the horses to the wagon and 
Norman went down to gether. On the way Nor 
an thought he heard chickens and, sure 
nougt, he found about half 2 dozen chickens 
Flaing’ along ‘on the reach of the wagon. He 
Stopped at Johnny Fraser's and put the chickens 
{nthetr coal box and pleked them up again on the 
‘way home. So Mrs, Aagaard arrived in fine ste 
Wilh abo of cackling chickens in the wagon with 
her. She had a good story to tell ner ety friends 
in Drumheller when she got back home. 

When Norman went to Grade 9 it was no 
longer being taught at Benjamin, 20 he went '© 
Peterson's in Benlley and boarded with them, 
hoping in thelr hatchery. The next year the 
School bus from flmbey came to within two 
miles so he was able to come ack Rome and take 
{he bus fo shoo! to fish his high schooling 
‘Then inthe mid 30's Benjaran School was closed 
and ail the students were bused to. Eexvil 
Doris and Wayne were able o nish igh school 
‘without leaving home 

In 1980 Linda and Beverly, our two eldest 
‘grandenildcen, came to live with us and slaved 
for the next several years. Meantime, work on 
‘he farm was getting Nard with Nels away’ alot 
Aoing carpentry work, 301m 1968 we sol the farm 
find moved to Eekvile: There we built a new 
fouse where we lived for the next elght Years 
Nols bult the Presbyterian Chureh in Eckvile, 
f: well as a number of houses in and around 
vives Tas the Hbcarian at the town library 
‘fom its opening until we left elght years ater, 
1872. We made lols of good friends during our 
Stay there and enjoyed many card games with 
‘hem 








After talking about moving to. Vancouver 
Istand for several years, we anally dldsoin 72, 
Where we enjoy good health and many ‘new 
[blends ~ fishermen, card players and bowlers 
In the Duncan area, 


(our chitdren: 

iter finishing hgh school, Hugh took one 
year of education at University of Alberta and 
practicetaught at. Andrew School. fortwo 
Fronths. After teaching during the fllowing year 
at Moraingside, he decided that he didn't lke 
feaching so he worked for a year and then went 
bac to university and took geology. He married 
Helen Swainson of Burnt Lake in 1055, He has 
‘Worked fn the ll Industry sace inshing univer 
Hy and has always lived in Calgary except for 
lee years in London, England, They have tlve 
‘daughters and one son. The two eldest daughters 
fire-in university, one In Calgary and one. n 
Queens Universtiy at Kingston, Ontario. The 
thers are silat Rome and in school 

‘Ken married Norene Fiske of Markervile tn 
155 and had two daughters. He was remarried in 
‘865 fo Marilyn MacFarlane of Nort Batletord, 

Saskatchewan, They have two daughters and a 
San. Ken ls part owner of Castle Appliance Ser 
‘lee in Calgary, a taaving business witha large 
Stat, His wo elder daughters are both married 
land living In Calgary. Linda has twin daughters 
and Beverly has-a son 

‘Norman worked in the bank in Rimbey for a 
year after flshing sehool hen travelled around 
The world fortwo vears. On hs return he worked 
sn'Vancouver In the banking business for several 
Years, He is now ving in Victoria and working 
{or the provincial government. Ta. 1989 he 
martled Joon Page of Cambridge, England. 
They nave.a son and a daughter who are both 
Silat home and attending schoo. 

Dorie finished ‘school in 1298 and went to 
Calgary, where she worked for the Associate 
Clini fer four years. In loa? she marsied Ron 
MeKoen of Calgary. They have tree children — 
two boys and a gl wo are all al home and 
attending school, They lived in Calgary ‘for 
Stveral years and now make thelt Rome in Port 
Alberni) Bie, where’ Ron works in Industrial 
Sales 

‘Wayne finished high school in 1981 and went to 
work for a Tunisian family near Calgary for a 
$Year. This was a great help o him in learning 10 
Speak French, From there he went to university 
InEdmonton for ayear, then to the University of 
Brlsh Columbia for two years. He then returned 
{6 Edmonton to. get his Master's degree In 
History two vears later. He then went to Caen, 
France, as a exchange student, ater geting is 
Phib. from Sorbonne in Paris. He married 
‘Mute Callete in France in 1985, They moved 
‘back to Canada in 1970 and he is now teaching 
history at Laurentian University in Suabury, On 
tarie. They have tw small ehilrea, a boy and 
ain 























‘THE MOWBRAY FAMILY 

Mrs. Mowbray’ and her three sons, George 
Ralph and Tom, three daughters Violet, Eaith 
And Ethel came to the distri fn 1912. Another 
daughter Ellzabeth hed previously emigrated 
{o Australia. They came from Langley Moor In 
the: County of Dunham, England, where they 
fperated a butcher shop. ‘They settled. on 
CPR. quarter NE 3423815 where they made 
this home. This became a stopping piace for 
travellers andthe trail radiated throug the bash 
Inevery direction from there. At frst they fled 
on homestead land to the nocitwest of Leeda, 
thu gave it up In favour of section $41.85, of 
Which alpt had. the northeast, George the 
northwest (since 128 the home of Rose and Jon 
{Cummings Tom had he southwest andthe 
other the south east quarter. George and is 
Mother eventually’ moved to Rimbey to a small 
Holding directly south of the preset feed mil, 
the house and barn are stl in good condition and 
‘ccupied. George then started « butcher shop in 
Fmbey which e occupied for many years, until 
his death. Tne frst shop was located onthe site 
‘ofthe present Chapparel Restaurant and the sec: 
‘ond onthe site of fe present Roy's T-V. George 
‘Mowbray also bought alot of furs in those days 
from trappers and homesteaders. He was never 
‘acried, Ralph drove the mall from Lacombe to 
Rirmbey for Altved R. Coverdale, who held the 
contract In those early days He then moved 0 8 
{arm south of Bentley” and later to. Lacombe, 
‘where ne worked at ine Experimental Farm un 
{ills passing, he was marvied and had to sons. 
‘Violet became Mes. Chas. Braithwaite ad lived 
gn a farm just west of Lacombe in the 
Sprucevile District. There she lived all her Iie 
She had a family of four, two sons and {wo 
Gaughters, the oldest son Charles stl farming 
bn the old place. Baith marsied Ed Johnson who 
was a carpenter and managed the Imperial 
Lumber in fimbey untit he bull and operated 
sown yard sehich he sold to Allan Needham, 
They then moved fo Calgary where they lived to 
‘hei passing, hey had a family of wo daughters 
tel married iieam Cutler who Was one of the 
‘ery test io arrive in the Biindman Valley, they 
Heda large farm east of Rimbey whieh was later 
fold end they moved to B.C, where they lived he 
Femainder of thelr lives, There was s family of 
ftvo a son and a daughier. Hiram had roamed 
wer a lot of Alberta around the turn ofthe cen 
{rs trapping and packing and living off the 
county almost entirely. He was an interesting 
Story feller of the happenings of the real early 
‘ays of this area. 























‘THE WILLIAM LITTLE PORTER FAMILY — 
Benjamin Diseet, 195-1951 — By Edna Carre 
8 Granddaughter 





Wiliam Cite Porter, with is wife Atice 
Mary (Dunn) Porter and daughter Norah, 25 
years of age came to Canada in 1819 trom the 
Yseming area of Counell Blits, Towa, USA. 








Originally from Castle Douglas, Scotland, 
Wiliam Porter eame to Portsmouth, England (6 
Wonk for Arehiptd Dunn, who was in business as 
4 Draper (men's sulting and Scottish woolen) 
After marrying Miss Allee Dunn, fourth 
daughter of kis employer, they decided to teave 
{or Ameriea, where Mr. Porier was hited as 
herdsman ona ranch of Armou's Packing 
Plant 

‘Aer arriving at New York City, with Norah, 
12 Soars of age in 1908, they praceeded To his 
\Wobk near Kansas Clty, Mlssaurl After working 
{or 13 years In Missour, Kansas, and Towa, 
they decided to take up land In Canad They put 
a down payment ona plece of land near Leedale 
Burt was bleak and iowiying land so they were 
fortunate ln finding a quarter section of beautiful 
Hilly Tand inthe Benjamin distriet. Losing thelr 
first initial payment given for the land at 
LLeedale was & blow which was softened by the 
lovely new log house andthe high Rll on the halt 
Section they setled on. At frst they got thelr 
‘ll and groceries atthe Gilby Store. The family 
fttended church services at the Lockhart 
hureh, where Norah sometimes played. the 
organ. ints way they Became aequalated with 
fang Seottsh setters in the Lockhart istrict 
and gradually began trading In the town of 
Rimbes. 

Mr. and Mrs, Porter worked hard by today’s 
standards — milking cows and separating the 
mall, ralsing poultry, and seeding afew acres of 
the hilly soll to produce enough grain Tor the 
livestock. Mr. Porter {armed with horses anda 
Walking plow at first Although they were both 
Tniddle-aged by the time they eame to Canad, 
he pimped water by hand every morning for the 
livestock and for household use,‘They made theit 
ling, as most other people did then, from the 
Sale of thelr eggs and crearm and some plgs or 
fate. They also went by horse and bugs 
Rimbey once a week to shop, a distance of about 
1 mules, However, even though they had been 
used to modern machinery and elty living they 
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never thought of themselves as plonces, forthe 
{many nelghbors around them ‘had been here 
‘many years earlier. 

"The daughter, Noran, married Me. Jim Shor 
rock ofthe Gilby strict In 1925, and thie union 
fave them three grandchildren. Mrs, Porter 
Femained happy and quite well until oly a year 
before se passed aay im 149.at the age of 5 

at 
and in good health and mind for a few 
years before coming to lve at the home of Ms 
Gaughter, Mrs. Shorrock. He paseed away 
suddenly in December 1880, at the age of 85. Me 
tnd Mrs. Porter are both Burled af the Rimbey 
femetery, leaving three grandchildren and five 
Ereatgrandenldren, as well ae seven great 
[Brat geandchildren at the present time. 











PRICES — PAST AND PRESENT — by Mary 
Kipatriek 

"This isa Uist of groceries and provisions Link 
Doyer and Guy Farvow bought in 1902 before 
‘hey came tothe Medicine Valley near Leedale 
This list was found in-an old note and account 
bok dating back fo 1887 The approximate today 
Drees are listed inthe right hand column. 











Hjoins Stovepipe and damper =. $30 § 2.50, 
‘five gallon can andol "350 “abas 
(ith eoalol today 3110.8 gallon) 

Birypans 5 6.0 
I haike dn 33 300 
stew ketie 5 or 
‘W shotgun shells im so 
Zerimper and fier % Le 
‘pe sik neh strap hinges 0 "205 
buteherknite a0 80 
enamel stew pal ‘Sextet 
enamel plates Gentine! 
1b. gun powder ‘1200 
Biba shot No.2 am 
package wads 3 ls 
iba oats and sack sto 
tins beet 3% 2 
Shoe iatiow ei 

Team expenses 2m 

10u potatoes 50) 3270 
Seandles 35 
$0. flour 1b ez 
100Ibs. oatmeal 530 650 
‘sacks sal (per fb) 2 sr 
Sugar (per Ib) ae 
10s. nals 3 6% 
{tbs spikes 680 
lbs butter xs) 1400 
tbs, prunes tim 1180 
Baking powder 1 as 
Tequare. 12 2000 
1Diston saw 15 ines 
ibs eottee Pi 
spear wi 
shoes Xo 35.00 
Shnts iy nm 
prevails 1 22s 
sxe nandie cae) 


REED, HOMER EUGENE AND ETA — by D. 
Mekiroy 

‘Homer Eugene Reed was born on January 31, 
asi at Jamestown, Indians. 

THe married ita Mae Plerson in 190, who 
was hora in Howell, Michigan on September 2 
1813, She was a widow with wo small sons, Paul 
{ye and Donald Samuel, 

‘On June Ti, 1908 thelr daughter Eva Arlene 

‘The family came to Canada from Washington 
In October 1915. They lived in the Benjamin ds: 
it Tora few Yeats on a quarter later owed By 
George Guest, the SW'2141 30 














Then they bought @ quarter of and im the 
Lockhart district and moved these, The Calkins 
Valley Sehool was bull onthe South-west corner 
oF thets land 

They farmed there for several years, They 
were good neighbors highly respected and made 
‘many friends 

‘Ih 1995 because ofl health they retired and 
moved to Bentley 

‘Gene passed away there on July 7, 3058 and 
eva dled-on August 28, 195. They’ are both 
burled in Bentiey cemetery 

Paul passed away’ at Leslieville on March 4 
1gei and is buried in the Mount Auburn 
Cemetery, Rimbey 











Don assed away at Henley on November 2, 
1963, Witt interment in Bentley Cemetery 
"Eva and her husband Howard Lockhart live 





In Spokane, Washington, where they are retire, 
REIDLINGER, JOHN — by Clydle Rath 

Mr, John Reldinger was married to Lydia 
Stelnvanat n North Dakota, U.S.A. in2914, They 
were both born and raised in North Dakota, They 
fame to "Sunny" Alberta shortly after theit 
‘marriage and farmed near Medicine Hat, ntl 
‘Roving to the town of Medieine Hat in 1904 Here 
‘ohn Worked whenever he could find employ 
iment They bad nine children wile living i and 
around Medicine Hat 








We left Medicine at in the “hungry thieties 
and, slong with five other families, moved mest 
Sf Leedale. Our farm tas about Ii miles west, 
{We came out on the"$600 Plan.” "This money had 
to buy everything — two horses, one cow, a 
Wagon, machinery, and another S00 was what 
Wehave tolive on. Some months we had $10 and 
liso remember sometimes i as nly $5. From 
{his amount we had to uy 200 pounds of lous pet 
‘monit, and whatever was tet was speat for 
ther ecesstles. We surely learned to ve otf of 
the Tana! Getting 10 school was not ens, ether 











We had to walk four mies to he Aurora Soo} 
‘while in Medicine Hat we had had to go only to 
Bock 

Al bx ofthe families moved into the Indian 
CCabins, whieh were two miles trom the farm 
‘They a traveled back and forth every day 

‘The talan Cabins hed sod roots and. ait 
‘toors, When it ralned we hed pots and pans set 
ut everywhere fo catch the dip. Dad Yound 
frame house closer to our farm and we then 
tied in this until we got ou log house finished 
tough to move Into We stil ad dr floors 
part of the house when we moved in 

in laet years, when most of The family had 
lett hame, Dad bllt another house, but Mother 
ever iva to enjoy it She died of cancer in fay, 
THD), atthe age of 39 years. She was uried inthe 
Rimbey Cemetery. Dad never went back tothe 
{acm to lve, and later sold to fue alias 

Bad lived in a granary on Perey Thomas's 
farm fora year or fo then bat Himself te 
House’ on a corner of @ quarter owned by Nis 
daughter, Clyle, and her Husband, Irvin Both in 
the Andrew ares north af Reever He lived here 
{or a numberof years bu eventually went tothe 
Senlor Citizen's Lodge in Lacombe, In. Rocky 
Mountain House, and in Syivan Lake, where he 
‘would spend the winter, but come home fo Ris 
{wa Rouse nthe summers. He always enjoyed 
Ile farming If he could drive the Joka Deere 




















Dad passed away with a heart attack in the 
sylvan Lake Lodge i March of 1959 at the age of 
1 years. He Is buried beside ‘Mother inthe 
Rimbey Cemetery 

‘Mother and Dad had nine children. The frst 
was Martha, who dled when she was one and one 
hal years ol. 

Elsabeth tras married to Jack Shubert, and 
(ey had five chllaren. They have now relired 
and are living ln Fmbey. 

‘Eile passed away in an accident and also is 
buried In the Flmnbey Cemetery. 

‘ida married James Ferguson, and they have 
six children, three of whom are married. They 
illuve in Alberta, Jim and ida have now retired 
{oekville, after having farmed inthe Benjamin 
area for many years 

T (Clydie) married Irvin Both and we have 
tive children. All excopt the youngest one are 
how martied, devin and I farmed in he Andrew 
4tea for 36 years, bul are now enjoying our 
Fellrement te Bekvile 

‘Alma Was married to Milton Johnson, They 
have six children, all now married an lving ia 
‘arlous pats of Abeta. In later years Alma and 
Mlten were alvorced, and Almas now married 
‘o Martin Sewenuk. They live im Rea Deer and 
oth of them are working there, 

‘tauzenee married Anne Lippert. They have 
four ehldren. One gin was married recent But 
the rest are stl sigle and most of them live In 
Calgary. Laurence spent some time in active 
Sty overseas in 195, He was wounded and was 
foveed to spend some time in the hospital there, 
Usurence and Anne stil live in Calgary 

‘Joe married Marie Focher. After living in 
calgary fora time, they moved io Brtsh Column 
lain 1861 and aré ving In Vernon, B.C. atthe 
preseat time. Two of thelr eblldren are married, 
lind the Youngest is nov working in Calgary. Joe 
Was overseas in 1845, and spent about 13 months 
Inactive duty. 

Mlorence tmarried John McGlynn and they 
lived Pincher ‘Creek until Florence passed 
away In 1963. They had three children, the oldest 
tne now belng married. ‘The. two younger 
‘dren live in Prince George, B.C 

‘Alfred married Julle Kramer and they have 
one hl not yet marie, They alae ving 

calgary. 














TAYLOR, GEORGE NICHELUS AND ADA 
BELLE — by May Koski 
Air. and Mis. G. N. Taylor, emigrated trom, 
the state of lowe fo Alberta in 1905 to. Morn 
Ingside, and when spring arvived they al, in 
cluaing baby boy Myron Rabert, born at Morn: 
Ingside im February, moved to Link Boyer's 
place temporarily, wille Mr. Taylor put up. sod 
Footed shack on his homestead, SE. 30-413.5, 
8 miles north of Eckville, or four and one-halé 
niles southeast of Leedale, a this time called 
Witienburg, but was Zenamed Leedale at the end 
of World War 1, 1918, Mr. Taylor's reason for the 








move to Alberta, was that they had a great deal 
Ot pioneer spin, also to find a place witha 
Sbundance of wood, grass and sparkling water, 
neediess to say they found all three 

‘When Me. and Mrs, Taylor and family moved 
trom Morningside to the Boyer place the fist 
Week of March 1909 tte weather was very cola, 
round 42 degrees below zero. They were there 
three days, and-on the evening ofthe third day, 
pon retiring the biter cold was sill around 
However, at five aim.. when Mr. Taylor 
Awakened ft was s0 “hot” he thought the house 
‘as on fire, the snow was melting and there was 
Water all around the place. An explanation ofthe 
heat wave was a welcome “Chinook” wind that 
Fed blown Un, but who at that time as anew 
Comer to Alberta had ever Reard of sucha thing. 

‘Most all the land in that area was heavy 
timber and Mr. Taylor's Was no exception, The 
trees had to be grubbed out by handy With axe 
and grab hee, thea pled one by one with he el 
ota horse and logging cabin into plles, and later 
burned and after that the land twas ready for 
breaking with a breaking plow, then witha aise, 
then harrows, and in turn could be seeded 1 
Wheat, oats, barley of a large garden which was 
amuse. Mr. Taylor was one of the first 
Tatepayers to hold a meeting forthe forming of a 
Senool diet and acted as a member of the frst 
‘board of trustees, consisting of himself, Orsen 




















Archer and Frank Benjamin. Mr, Taylor held of 
fice oft and on for many years, ‘The new school 
Was builtin 1908 and named Benjamin Schoo! 
Distriet No. 1586, Mr, Taylor with ls mute team, 
famed Tim and Jack, whlch ne brought from 
Towa, 1903, hauled the bricks for the schoo! 
Chimney trom Lacombe over trails that hadn't 
the ‘lightest resemblance to a road. He also 
Acted as oll Clerk forthe tts eletion held in 
Medicine Valley, the Polling sation being in the 
home of Ernest ‘Dahl. Some of the teachers at 
Benjamin were D. M, Layton, "Peggy" Mac: 
donald, Mr. Trenholm, Lydia Sesirap, Ola 
Kingsep, Miss Edmonds, ‘Murtel Craig” Eva 














‘Tona, Olive. Hetfren, Eat Smith, William 
Friser, Ed Dowling, Blanche Wallace, Ethel 
Hide, "Margaret oss, Inez Johnson, Dara 


Wingate, Jean Beddoes and Miss Johnson in 113 
From Markervile, 

Mir. Taylor Was exceptionally good with 
sickness and always willng during the ploneer 
‘ays, when the nearest doctor as at Lacombe 
tnd the only’ means of travel svas forse and 
DDugay’or sleigh. GiN. as he was better known, 
fften assisted a the bedside of & sek neighbor of 
His cad and hls services were helpful and very 
sreleome 

‘Mr. Taylor followed farming all his ite but in 
4810 he also took up auctloneering, and cried his 
first sale in the spring of that year, and had 
‘many’successfl sales the Years that followed, 
hls last se was in 1999 for dr. John Johnson of 
the Hekville area. In the early days there were 
ho brigges across rivers, so on each trip 10 
acombe the rivers had io be forded (if they. 
Were nat frozen). On one such trp Mr. Taylor 
had'a man passenger with him, and When they 
he mule team, wagon, and supplies were ti 
midstream, the passenger got s0 scared, 
Because af the rising water that he grabbed the 
{nes from Mfr. Taylor, and in dei so pulled the 
mule, neads foo high and in turn thelr forelegs 
wore striking the neck yoke and all were near 
Urovining for a fearful minute, GIN. hursiedly 
fot the lines back trom the passenger and gave 
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‘he mules their heads, and all were pulled safely 

Mrs. Ada Taylor was always. a wiling 
worker: and in Summer when te id ful Was 
Dlemtif, she pleked and preserved literally hun 
‘reds of quarts, consisting. of raspberries, 
blueberries, and srawberres. In 1922 the Tavlot 
family’ was milking. five cows and. shipping 
feream to the Rimbey creamery. ‘The butter 
‘maker at that ime used thelr cream to make 
Dulter to enter inthe Canadian National Exhib 
Mion, ‘Toronto, His entry won flrst prize. He 
Fepeated the same type of entry another Var, 
‘hough the date ls uncertain, and won first prize 
second time. Taylor's sed root shack was soon 
Feplaced with two sory log house and it was 
their home ntl 128 when they Dull a. tree 
Story frame house and tis stil standing In good 
Shape after nearly 50 years. The house Is unce 
fuplea at present. Thelr grandson Mac Taylor 
‘ons the Home place, In the depression years 
1828 to 181 the younger generation nal walks of 
life had a hard time finding work or making 
career for themselves, However, tree of the 
‘Tavior ehitdven were able to learn musle and 
play ‘several. Instruments, after which. they 
arted Taylors orchestra and played for dances 
inthe area, for many years to come. The In 
struments and who played them were! Geora! 
fn the plano ana saxophone, May on the violin 
Sand trumpet, Glen on the drums and George 
(dad) an, ashe always sal, the genulne buffalo 
bones for rhythm. Atter several years with the 
rehestra, Glen met Margaret Johnstone and 
they were married. Thelr family frmee «band 
Called Dad Taylor's Sliver Notes. The Taylors! 
Musteal background seemed to be an inheried 
it 

‘Some Sunday evenings In winter, the 
neighbor bays would come to visit and nave 
Supper with us, and ifthe hunters were INek) 
{hat atternoon ‘wld praise ceken was of the 
{able but more often it would be roast port and 
homemade sauerkraut. Mrs. Taylor was known 
to make the best "kraut" for miles around: On 

















one memorable oceasion Dustin Hamilton 
‘dropped by, and as most would remember, he 
had’ good Sense o numer and inno time he had 
Us all laughing. He asked for the Eaton's 
fatalogue then eit out two oF three pictures of 
omen and women modeling the underwear, 
fen pasted the models on slightly heavier paper 
land eut them out again, now they. were like 
puppets, he would then menipulate them very at 
Fsteally, just in front of candlelight or low 
Kerosene’ lamp. He called it a Lantern Slide 
Sow. 1 realy was a ib tlckler, amusing and 
free. Cards Were a good pastime, rummy and 
‘hist made a winter evening pase quick. 

‘Our famlly owned two model Fords. The 
frst one as a 1921 model. On one oceasion we 
Started forthe Benalto Stampede and Falr on 3 
ery Hot day in Uy in 1928 veryining went 
Yer well unt we were wo mlles from Benalto, 
then suddenly the lett tront tie went flat, The 
boys and Dad got it fixed inno me and off We 
went. After gofng only another half mile oF $0, 
‘he other front tire went fat. Now once agaln the 
lire patehing kit was hauled out and the “TU 

ig’ over the hole on the inner tube te stir 
and then the patch put very earefully over the 
toe, then the tube was put back in the tre and 
Dumped up with a hand pump. The tire was 
Eated back onthe ear and away we went, but not 

ery far We had a tha flat and this {ime we 
Were only about a halt mile from Benalla. Now 
the repair kt came out again, only tls time The 
Supply was much less. However there Was ust 
enough to repair fhe last at, It seemed to take a 
fotonger to fx the third Dat as all T could think 
ot was pretty balloons and lee eream, Litterty 
hundreds of fair going folks were passing usin 
all Kinds ‘of ‘buggies, wagons, ‘Fords and 
bleyetes, and even some on fot. At last we got 
there andi was. grand day atthe fair. We made 














4 back home in the wee hours of the morning 
‘without another tat re, Mr Johnny Armstrong 
‘Was one of the Stampede directors inthe 1820's 

His home place was south of Eek 

"in 195 the Taylor family purchased a Mogul 
one cylinder tractor. It wae a. heavy ‘ype 
‘mete in those days. The tvwheel itself was 
‘ver four fect in ameter. The engineer put his 
{ett tot onthe bottom of it and hands atthe top, 
ripping and pulling, the body welght would pull, 
i around until te engine started. The Mogul 
"ale of speed was under four males an how. In 
45 they purchased 28 Inch Case threshing 
‘machine and did custom. threshing in the 
Meateine Valley for many nelghbors and in 1927 
hey had 28 days straight of nonstop Threshing 
weather. In 1098 they" purchased a new JOR 
Deere tractor to replace the Mogul, however 
they put the Mogul as stationary power to run the 
rain grinder to make chop. Tie horses on the 
farm ‘were brought from Towa except one 
buckskin pony, named: Buck ‘hat Mr. Taylor 
bought trom someone around Gilby in 190, then 
Sold him to Me. ohn Kerlla at Eckl i 3812, 
bur bought him back one year later. When Mr. 
Kemilla owned him he pit Buck with another 
ony an the mall haul Between Heke, Gilby 
End’ Wittenburg. After Mr. Taylor purchased 
Buck the second time ne kepi him until he deg in 
1554 af the age of 32 years. T might add that we 
had a dog named Tip for 18 years. Also T have 
fond memories growing up with Buck and Tip. 

"Tue stock market was poor In the 1880's. T 
recall ralsing {wo pigs and when they were sd 
at proper weight one brought $5.00 and ine other, 
$2.00. teeall spending some of the money for 
Silk material (o_make.a dress. Now for price 
comparison trom then. fo now, 1877. ‘Three 
pounds of pork roast costs more How than 
‘hole pig sold for tn 1950, 

‘Mr. George Taylor was born near Laporte, 
Iowa, December 28, 185. He dled Janusyy, 191 
AU ie home, He attended schoo! at Jessup, Towa 
And was reared inthe Methodist faith At age 24, 
he married Ada Belle Sankey, July 24, 1899 of 
[uileton Towa. She was born April 28,1877 and, 
dled September 90, 1962 at Red Dee? General 
Hospital. Ste also was ralsed in the Methodist 
falth, They raised seven children, and there are 
now 9 living descendants of George and Ada 
Belle Taylor 

















‘TEED, JAMES HARLAN — by Clyde Both nd 

“Tames and Martha Teed came to the Ben 
jamin district in 1924 from. Abbey 
Saskatenewan. They lived on the quarter section 
of land now owned by Lee Both, and iney owned 
{he NE 104151.W5, They later sold this Land fo 
dim Ferguson, bat itis presentiy owned. by 
Gayiord Sehofer. hr. Teed farmed for a few 
Years with horses, and then Mrs, Teed suffered & 
robe and passed away in 1008 

Irvin Hoth met Mr- Teed one day about the 

















































middle of May in 3808, They got 10 talking an I 
‘in asked Mr, Teed over for Sunday dinner. Taat 
twas the first ime Let hm. When Mr. Teed got 
Snidea fe worked on it ina hurry. Tzeally don't 
know how steame about but Dad Teed (as we 
con called nim) moved In with us before the 
next weekend 

He was always busy doing something 
aitferent: One Year he planted a bunch of turnips 
‘and chopped hem up for cow feed. ‘The cows 
Surely lied them too! One day Gertie Flzer na 
iivdie) went out to plek erties. Gert, having 
to overalls, wore a pair of Dad Teea's. When we 
f20: home he had her dress on. We cerialnly bad 
fohave apleture of tem 

(Granddad Teed, a8 our children called in, 
ratie his home from 1830 untl he entered the 
Rimbey'AUxllary Hospital about 1865, with of 
hear fivin and Clyale Both and Gaylord and Ger. 
{le Pier, No elated grandiather was ever loved 
land respected by his grandeblldren more than be 
twas; although childless himself, he was a 
‘wonderful man wit children. 

‘During one of hi stays withus (the Fizers) he 
constructed a block house. He piled hand sawn 
blocks the way vou would stack stove wood and 
plastered it inside and out with a mud mixture 
like plaster. Tals was in 1845, when he was 75 
Years of age. Walle constructing this, one day be 
jas euting poplar logs not fa trom our house 
‘The weather was qulte warm and as Dad Teed 
always wore woolen undervvear lt became too hot 
forhim. We had al left home for the day. but had 
feturaed for smth, and oar nec, who was 
‘stting us saw that he as Working in is un 
Gerwear, so'she snapped a pleture. Dad, who 
Usually iad @ remarkable sense of humor Just 
Gldn't appreciate it one bit! He had the house 
‘lmost completed when he decided to go back 
‘and live with Irvin and Clydle Both and family. 


Lenin Se, Cea Tel nd Ge ae 


Mr. Teed was a gifted entertainer, and played 
the violin for hours at time until rheumatism 
Affected his hands in his later years, He Was a 
‘wonderful spinner of tales and had a host of 
[musing monologues that kept both adults and 








chitaren in stitehes, no matter now often they 
had heard lm perform them. T remember one 
ito who laughed so Nard ha he elo is 
hale 

We moved into Rimbey from the country in 
swe? and Dad Teed moved in wth ust stay about 
1063, He went Into the Rimbey Auxillary Hospital 
Ines. His one great ambition i his tater Years 
was fo return tothe province of hs bir, Nova 
Scotla but he never fealized it He passed away 
in 96 atthe grand old age of 8 years 


VIFOND HISTORY 

Te the summer of 199, Fred and Florence Vi 
pond of Nakusp, B.C, arrived for a visit at the 
Rene Steeves farm ih the Lochartdlstrlet. Mf. 
Steeves had worked for Fred in Fred's umber 
fcamp in British Columbia previously and fad 
fold the Viponds alot about fis part of Alberta 
‘Bred helped Rene seed hs crop. He and Florence 
liked the country and they" wanted 10. sete 
Somewhere where Marg had a schoo 1 attend 
They bought aha section from the C-P-R- Inthe 
‘Benjamin district — EUT--3 WS, 1 had 30 acres 
broke on the north quarter and 13 acres on the 
South, Rene agreed to plow and suramerfallow it 
{that year and the Viponds returned to Nakusp. 
red contracted fo Jog a rlllon board fcet of 
‘white pine logs off Ms timber limit across the 
lake rom Nakusp. ‘The following spring they 
Toadied a box ear sith thelr umber and personal 
Delonings and maved to Alberta. They spent the 
Summer on the Steeves farm living in a newly 
bull chicken coop. The men planted the "Wo 
‘crops, then but a house and had a well died on 
the Vipond farm so thatthe family could move 
in: Pred arranged to store his bex car of umber 
at Rimbey and what he didnt need, be sol. 
‘Some of it he delivered by team and wagon as ar 
away as Eexlle. One bateh ne traded fora ale 

“The nearest nelghbors consisted of the Bil 
Guests and Wingates fo the narth; Pryce Andrew 
find MeTighes to the south. They were all good 
helghbors: The 1890 crop was a bumper wheat 
trop but the pice fell from $1.20 au, to 8.90 2 
bur That wad the start of he depression. Pred 
Femembers.a time. when the price of @ hog 
‘wouldn't cover the frelght charge. Times were 
{ough but they stuck out and kept clearing and 
Until 250 aeres were cleared. Florence taught 
plano lessons. to many young people in the 
helghborhod, 

‘arg took her schooling at Benjamin. Jean 
‘and Ethel were born in he late thirties and also 
‘tended sehool there until Grade 8. They were 
Smong those who had the exeltemont of moving 
to the new" sehool when Ie was moved In. TO 
have a school with a basement and furnace was 
Feally something after the drafty od schoo Kids 
‘would bring jars of hot chocolate, soup oF stew 
Lind heat them up ina tub of water onthe Wood 
Stove in the baseient. High school was possible 

















attend when school buses started running to 
Eokvlle 

‘Fred was @ school trustee at varous times. 
‘They got hooked for various jobs besides hiring 
dnd firing the teachers. Wood and coal had To be 
fasted to the school and boarding places fo the 
{teacher had o be found, Slt Was one day when 
Fred and another trustee were cleaning cut the 
‘School barn, Mey’ noticed smoke tothe east ofthe 
Sehoal. They quickly drove towards It to discover 
Hogenson’ nome gong upin flames a aie 

ing. The neighbors got busy with 

tractors and puf the old Layton home on skids 
Sud hauled it across the frozen felds to Mogen. 
fons farm. It provided them with a home anil 
they could butld a new one 

‘Mort of the socal life was carried on atthe 
sengol, Whist parles, dances, talent shows, box 
Soctals, bridal showers, sports days and Crist 
mas concerts were some sf them. The McTig 
family had the ony big skating rinke around the 
eighborhood for time. Skating parties and 
hockey were enjoyed. They put up arink shack 
fod sold hot dogs and chocolate bers. Florence 
Was a member of the Benjamin Get-iogelher 
Chub. Marg joined CGT. Jean and Ethel 
Sometimes attended the Vacation Bible School 
iat came to the school during the summer. 

“Improvements were added fo the community 
during the years. Electrietty eame tothe farm in 
1961 and gravelled roads and telephones, 
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‘Marg married and lett the farm in 1943. Jean 
and Ethel lett about 1896 and took training in Ea 
fenton — Jean as an Xray techniclan and 
Ettel as a teacher. Marg has a family of tive 
She is nov a widow and works a5 a computer 
fperator for ‘Toronto Dominion Bask. Jean 
‘married Lawrence Takkinen, a alesel Inspector 
{or CP, Rall They live in Cranbrook, B.C. witt 
thelr to sons. Ethel married Les Meyers and 
They liven Edmonton with tele faaly of three. 

‘Fred and Florence retired from farming ia 
1965, They bought a homein Bekville and found it 
‘frendly place flv The famlly lst the wife 
find mother in 1972 na losing bate with eancer. 

‘Now ~ Dad's own words —T then lived alone 
in our home for three years, Then T got ized of 
batching and enrolled in the Old. Age Manor 
Home and old my Nouse. find thelifehere with 
the other pensioners more agreeable than living 
lone and batching. This home is well run; we 
fre well fed and looked ater 


VON TETTENDORN FAMILY 

‘Tn May 1623, Bernard Carl Baron von Tetten 
bor afrived at the farm of Paul Broderson 
{eedale. At72 years of age, ne had left his native 
Germany to tr to recoup the family fortune lost 
in the runaway Inflation and depression follow 
Ing World Wat . He worked for Paul Broderson, 
later for Bill Broderson to learn Canadian far 
ning methods and save money towards buying 8 
farm of his own. He was Just n ime to share in 
the "dirty thts", the depression which bad 
Dbecome world wide. At Leedale he met hs future 
tte Alma Erisland, who was then teaching the 
Leedale Schoo. 

in the spring of 1982, Bernard von Tettenborn 
bought the south hal of 3541-3:WS in the extreme 
forth east of the Benjamin Disteet. tn fact the 
fast quarter was in the Symonds District. Tals 
Was C-P.R, land, completely raw and covered 
Writ trees, Tals seemed a bargatn at six dollars 
lin acre, but proved tobe very expensive in time 
lost and human effort expended. In October 13, 
3b Bernard and Alma Were marzied. 

‘Through hard, work and theft other lands 
wore added. in 1944 quarter one and one Malt 
lles north was bought from Charlie 
‘Arrowsmith, This was iowa as the Old Mow 
‘bray quarter, one ofthe oldest homesteads inthe 
‘istiee In 1851 the NW 39 31°34W5 was bought 
from Str. Blleske, in June 185 this was owned by 
48 Mr. Bucknall, later farmed by Felix Matthews 
or Eckl, tnen owned by Elmer Olson, Who 
Sold it to Biles 

tn 180 start was made in Red Pol cattle. & 
considerable herd was bul up, but alscontinued 
fi 860, as the work Involved was too much for 
the owner's health, The struggle to get aead in 
the years of low farm prices is too well known To 
tnlange on here. We were al is The same boat, 
but youth, good health and warm hearted 
Relghbors made our life here a pleasant one. 

five etlldren were bora to the von Tetten- 




















bors on this farm. In December 194 thelr trst 
Son Bernard Cart arrived, n February 195 theit 
Gaughter Iris Maria, In September 1946 


Elzabettt Anne, in December 1850 Linda Isene 
and in January’ 1958 Mark Alexander. The son 
‘Bernard now farms at Roun Mil eis married & 
iutheran minister and now lives in Victor, 
B.c. Betty Anne (now Angus) lives in Toront 
She got ner BA. from Cariton University in 1958, 
row has completed her thesis for a master’s 
‘egree in Payehology and at present Is Working 
toward her doctorate. Linda graduated from the 
University of Alberta in 12 with a Bachelor of 
Sclence degree in nursing. Linda married Rot 
Prefontaine n 195 and now ves in Moose Jaw 
‘where she Is on the supervisory staff atone of the 
hospitals. Mark married Sandra fil in 1975, has 
his Journeymman’s papers In machining and now 
lives and works af Hinton, 

‘Alma. von ‘Teltenbern taught at various 
schools during the teacher shortage. The winter 
‘of 1912 and 1945 she taught ie Benjamin School 
‘This proved to be one of The coldest winters, A 
pleture ofthe school and pups of this ime is be 
fing sen. Many of these children are now grand: 
parents. 

"The fal of 198 was one of those rainy, snowy 
ones, iffeult harvesting, On November 4 1958 
Bernard von Tettenbora senior, dled of heart 
altack while struggling with the harvest, His 
‘ite Alma continued farming for afew year 
hiring the work done, until her youngest hed 
{graduated from High School and launched out on 
hhis own, Then she rented the land to the 
Hutterites. After ving for atime in Rimbey, she 
row resides in Red Deer 











WETTSTEIN, EMIL AND FAMILY 

Emil as born in Zueleh, Sitverand in 1994, 
He came to Canada in 858 first settling In On- 
tario. In May’ 1956 he moved to. Alberta and 
Worked on different ranches inthe southern part 
St the province, In July 197 he married Shelia 
Gamble Symak who moved to Calgary from her 
birthplace Brantford, Ontaro, and together with 
her boys: Michael born 196) and Christopher 
born 182, they moved fo Belseker, Alberta, i 
1568 Katherine was born in Calgary and on July 1 
‘of that same year the family moved to the 
Stewart Chappell place where they lived and 
Emit worked for Phil Fach on a share arrange: 
ment ‘on the attle with an agreement to 
ppurehase the farm. On December 6 the house 
They’ iived in at Chappell's was moved (0 the 
farm south of Glen Taylor's place. There was 
very ite snow at that me in December. The 
Family janed inthe eommunty atfairs and took 
Darlin Christmas concerts, plenies and socal af 
fairs at the Benjamin School with Ema con 
lsibating is Soviss vodeling as entertainment at 
different times. in February 1s70 Stella Joined 
the Benjamin Ladies Get Together Club taking 
part in thelr activities, In 19729 group of adios 
the Benjamin Distriet got together to form Tae 











West Country Art Club and Shela was thelr test 
Instructor teaching basles in draiving and olls 

ving had seven years Instruction in Ontarto 
and. also having won a scholarship from A. ¥. 
Tackson of the Group of Seven Who Was the 
honorary president of the AM Club she belonged 
tori Ontario, In Mt James was born whieh 
Sided one more to the Wettsten family. In 15 
they traded the quarter just east of the Oster 
camp quarter fo fhe Hutteites for Glen Taylor's 
home quarter giving them the east half of Sec 





WINGATE, FRANK AND FAMILY — submited 
hy Ada Brooks 

Franke Wingate was born on April 23, 188 in 
Worchestershire, England. At the age of 21 be 
ceame to Canada sailing on the same oat 28 Me 
[BHT Guest and. worked ass {arm Laborer In 
‘Manitoba in 1902"Then he went on fo Vancouver 
and to Revelstoke, B.C. There he worked In the 
{mines He received many recommendations for 

is faithful service. He came east taking up & 
Homestead in 1905 which later became known as 
the Benjamin District. Frank and Wallace 
Stevenson came together from Arrowhead, B.C. 
after receiving letter trom Duncan Layton tell 
{ng them of the homesteads that sere available, 
George Fraser was also working inthe mill at 
‘Arrowhead. Frank homesteaded the NEL 
Ws and Wallace Stevenson the NW22-413.V5, 
‘They helped each other bulld cabins where they 
lived and batched together. At that ime hey had 
to clear land to put up bulldings ana blaze falls 
{0 travel on 

There were many wild animals, lynx 
coulars, wolves and bears they Rad to wate out 
for. They" mostiy traveled on foot. sometimes 
ding horsebacte Thelr nearest post office Was 
Lacombe. Many iimes they walked this stance 
{or thelr mail and groceries In places they had 
{owalk under branches that spread out over the 
trails. After walking under a braneh one. day 
they noticed a iymx was sting out on tn 1908 
George Taylor moved Inte the district 30 he 
helped blaze many of the old tall, He settled on 
a homestead north seest of Frank's, 

‘rank Wingate enlisted when the frst World 
War broke out In T814 and served four years 
overseas in the 48th Battalion. After Armistice 
tras signed, Prank was married to Ada Edridge 
oF Norfolk, England on November 19, 1918. He 
Feturaed to Canada inthe spring of 1819 bringing 
bis wife with him. They stayed atthe ome of Bl 
Guest's in Cive the rest ofthe year, coming ut 
decasionally to make Improvements om his 
omestead. The Bill Guests eame out later and 
Settled on the southeast of section 2, Duting the 
years Frank was overseas a bush fire swept 
{rough and burn his Homesteading cabin and 

‘On Frank and Ada’s move trom Clive to the 
Reed place, the former George Guest, farm they 
made Lacombe the fst day’ but the tek from 




















there took three days because of detour they 
had to make by Bentley. Tae water In places 
fame up lo the whee! hubs. Prank had four 
forses pulling and" one. led behind. They 
{ult buy any hay as there was non to buy so 
had to feed them oats that he ha bout in Clive. 
‘The Wingates lived on the Reed place unl Frank 
Was able 10 bulld another” house on. the 
Nomestead. Drinking, water was a problem 80 
Ada had to earry if for almost a mile from 8 
Spring on the south west of section 20. They were 
able lo use water from ponds and rai barrels for 
‘ashing purposes. Ada was fearful of Indians 
{turing her frst few years as she had never seen 
‘ine antl she came fo Canada, 

“Their only son James Francis was born onthe 
sinof November 1900 a the Ran Steves" Rome at 
Tooknart. James still lives and farms the 
Original homestead In the ‘Beafarnin District. 
‘They alsa had eight daughters losing Jesse in 
April 1957 at the age of seven weeks trom a 
‘hooping cough epider that year. ‘Te other 
{Ells are Ada Marion Brooks of Leslieville, Irene 
‘Winnifeea Conrad of Yakima, Washington, Else 
May Engen of Bckvile, Ivy Beele Hoe of Red 
Deer, Mary Louise Mantle of Sherwood Park, 





Edmonton, Joan tsobel Kratt of Sieamous, B.C. 
and Doris Mae Rowland of Ord 

{nthe summer of 1980 the Wingates were able 
to build a new house. The carpenter Was Alex 
Ferguson. He walked to and fro trem his Nome 
Whien was about taree and one Half miles one 
‘way. We were able to move into tthe early part 
of that winters ‘This house {ssl in the same 
Place, the old one fs stil being used for" 
Brana. 

Tn the winter months of the earller years 
Frank helped lake out corduroy to make roads 
{cough swampy places. Many animals were lost 
Ino holes in the swamps and quick sand in the 
eteek. Animals fed on tne open fange during the 
Surnmier months and so many miles were walked 
through heavy bush tand looking for cows es 
pecially {fit were stormy weather, There were 
times they wouldn't be found unill the next morn. 
Ing unless they eame home on ther own, Range 
pasturing ended when herd law came into ex 
Eetence eo this meant the size of the herds had $0 
De reduced. After threshing was dane and the 
{een feed hauled in from the elas the animals, 
Seve then turned in to pasture. Farming Was 
done by norses unt te early fifes on The 
Wingate tarm shen Jim purenased his fist tra. 
tor. The horses vere then retired (0 easier Work 
tor avenle 

When growing up we had only the bare 
necessities food was plain and often not much of 
that. At times we would be pretty nungry 0 It 
Was very tempting Yo plek up a crust of bread ot 
‘Ssndhvich that had been froven om the ground by 
ome other boy or gil at senoa. Second hand 
lothes were a weleome sight. T was always 
happy gil when Jessle and Mtary Layton out 
grew thelr dresses as they'd be passed on to me 
fen of course when Loitgrew them they'd be 
passed on down to my sisters as long a there 
‘Was anything let of them. Mother used. to make 
bur underelothes and nighigowns out of fleur and 
Sugar bags. When I was i2 years old Mfother 
Shortened her wedding dress for me to ear to 
ine Christmas Concert. Food was home grown, 
Hour and porridge were ground from whe 
Soap was made from the fat f2om the animals 
that were butehered. For a change Mfor usea to 
bol whole wheat t took two or three dass of bol 
Ing before I was soft enough to eat But It sure 
tasted good with mill and suger. ‘They only 
bought things that enuldnt be grown or mae. 

“There were many years of hard ‘mes Dut 
‘everyone Went through them together epg 
‘cheb offer even in time of slekness. Doctors 
‘weve ml called when the liness was serious and 
Before cars were available babies were 
Gelivered at ome with the ald ofa midvite, The 
first five Wingate children were born at ome. L 
Just thank God for the good. nelghbours and 
{ends that we had who were always there when 
‘needed fo help assist in anyway. Many are gone 
‘ow but not forgotten. ‘To those that are sil Iv 
ing T thank Your May God Dies You al 

















Our dear Mother passed away December U 
1960 after a lengthy ness: Before her death she 
Sald she was glad she had experienced hard 
limes and had no regrets as they made her ap- 
preclate the easier years more 

‘Our Dad continued fo live oa the farm antl 
the late a's when he moved to Devon Ledge I 
Lacombe living there and batebing for four of 
five years. He then moved othe Senior Citizens 
Hore also in Lacombe where he only spent & 
short time as he had the misfortune to fall and 
Break his hip which hospitalized hsm for much 
time inthe Ited Deer and Lacombe hosptals. He 
Was tien maved tothe nursing home in Lacombe 
where he stl ves and is confined to the whee 
hale: Although he if hard of Rearing and has 
poor evesight he enjoys visits from his friends, 
fis tarlly-as well as his 27 grandebiaren who 
are; Connle Wingate Madsen, Teainbow Lake. 
Tana Wingate Waatley, Leduc, Esther Brooks 
Thomas, Stettler. Leanne. Brooks. Smith 
Lesileile. Charles Brooks, Leslieville, Elaine 
Brooks Bamber, Edmonton. Carol, Tay and 
Colleen Brooks, Lesiievilie. Cail Conrad, 
Yakima, Washington, U.S.A. Fay Engen ames, 
Red Deer, Edwin and Dennis Engen, Bekvile 
Sherry Ttoe Krein, New Westminster B.C. Gar 
{and Bruce Roe, Red Deer. Ronalie, Wendy and 
Jim Mante, Sherwood Park, Edmonton. Ariel 
Bonnie, Bry, Lor! and Marni Kraft, Sieamous 
B.C, Kevin, Barton, and Dwayne Rovian, Olds 
‘There are 16. great-grandehilérens  Karry 
Carmel, and Marni Madsen, Rainbow Lake. 
Wayne and Dallas Thomas, Stettler, Melody and 
Marty Brooks, Leslieville, Brian. Whatley 
Ledue, Shane and Jamie. Smith, Leslieville 
Bartel, Darren and’Darey Ames, Teed Deer 
Vanessa and Vastel Krien, New Westminister 
B.C. Candy’ Engen, Eel 

‘Dad turaed 96 on his Iasi birthday April 23, 
ast. 




















WITTENRER 
Mary Kilpatirck 

This isthe story about a creamery that was 
located on the orth vest corner ofthe NW 2241 
{FiV3- All the tnformation that has been gathered 
‘n this business Is what has been told by many 
tla 'timers. who remember i Apparently the 
freamery was operating in 107 and van from 





CREAMERY — research by 





that ume untl about 1814, The ereamery was 
Dullt by Elijah Bradsbavt, who formed a com: 
Pany. The name of the ‘company was 

Wittenberg Creamery". ‘The bulling was 
situated east and west, perhaps abut 60 of 10 
feet tong witha peaked root and there waa ean. 
{obullfon the south sige whieh ran the fll ength 
of he bullding. Ths part held the steam boller 
nd punched well, Located in the rade of the 
‘mala part of the building was the cooler Yoo, 
‘Tals room had thick doable walls whieh were 
packed with sawdust and lee was used 28 the 
fooling. agent. Aiter Bradshaw left and other 
‘people moved onto the farms nearby some con 
tinued fo use the cool room, Tee most likely was 
fotten trom the Medicine River and hauled and 
placed inthis room vith sawdust packed around 
to keep it from melting, 

Tn the eae days many ofthe settlers dd not 
fn such a hing a8 4 eream separator 0 after 
{he mllk'was strained it was put in containers 
called vessel, These Vessels weve taken to. cook 
place, such as a roo cellar and left there for'& 
ouple af days to let the cream rise, The cream 
by thts time would be-on fop of the milk and it 
Would be skimmed off with skimmer. This was 
2 Gat seoop with ny te hoes nt. Tals would 
Tet the mile through and hold the creas, When 
the pioneers had enough cream to ship’ they 
Would fake 0a collecting place n thet distriet 
‘where a sample of cream as put into a small 
botte with thelr name on it. The ream was then 
weighed and recorded, then dumped into large 
Barrel whlen had two handles on each side ot 
{and then two men would tit up in a wagon 
nd It was hauled 10 the creamery. The tres 
‘Would be pretty well churned bythe lime it got 2 
the ereamery, due tothe roughness of the trails 
land the Joliag of the wagon. There was on one 
rade and Itaid not matter It the cream as 
Sweet or sous This cream came trom as fat 
Sway as the Rimbey and Eckvile districts. 

‘AM Light ran this ereamery and it has also 
‘come io the writers attention that grain Was also 
‘round at the eneamery 

‘After the creamery had closed down the 
building was uted for many years as a granary 
4nd bara for livestock and in about 1947 John 
Playfair bought the quarter ana the bullding was 
form down by Jahn Warneke about This tie ton, 
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ANDERSON, CHARLES ADOLPH — by Elsie 
Heikkinen 

CChatles Anderson was born in Thompson 
Mimesota, U'S.A. on September 90, 185, His 
parents aad emigrated from Finland ia the mid 
{id's He married Lilie (lina) F. Bodie of 
Duluth, Minnesota in 190, She was born there on 
May 8/1888, They had two sons born fo ther — 
Harold in 3906 ata Clarence in 299, with whom, 
fhe Joureved fo Canada in The year 1810, and 
Setiled nthe prairie provinee of Alberta, 30 
Illes south of Medielne Hat, 

Frank Anderson. (my gtandfather) hed 
Immigrated to Alberta earlier to. ile "on 
homesteads, Lilie Anderson's parents, Mike and 
‘Anna Bodie, were already seiled neat the torn 
al Menyberiies, Alberta faamed for the variety 
Of wild berries'growing there) and which also 
famed out to be the Anderson's post ofice as 
they settled nine miles north east of this town 

"Iney were industrious and happy people, eth 
8 wonderful community spit, and thelr tolls 
tere rewarded with “elds of golden wheat, 
Tumber one qualify. The felds, nowever, turned 
to dust when the drought hit in the early 1920's, 
Atier many crop fallures, Mr. Anderson was 
foveed to absndon the land, and took advantage 
of the “tree rail transportation” given by the 
overnment to prairie farmers. 

Tn the early spring. of 1925 they loaded 
livestock, machinery and household effects inte 
box ears; and travelled by train (o the own of 
Eckville, Alberta, where former nelghbors, the 
‘Tack Macks"s, had already settled and were 
eaainess for ier, 

“Inthe meantime, Mr. Anderson found a shack 
and some pasture Land fo Ren along the allroad 
track, few miles west of Eekville, for the test 
Mopover. Later he found the Cloninger farm 
‘hen for renin he Hespero area, directly across 
fom the Shady Lane school (whlch has since 
bhoen moved). Those attending shoo there were 
Else, Wilbur, Hazel and Melvin. The teachers 
during those years were Miss Mlliar, Miss Fos, 
Sse Burnett and. Miss Hazel Johnson. The 
hlgnlignt of the Year was a Mlarious Cnelstmas 
Concert, with aa over-eapacity crowd In atten 
fiance 




















Jn 1908 Mr. Cloninger passed away and the 
farm was sold, Asa move again was inevitable, a 
house for rent was found a mile northof eke, 
Belonging to Mfr. Forhan Sr, drugelst at 
Eckville. A lovely year was spent there: the 
neighbors and. people asa whole were Very 
hospitable 








Mr, Anderson again was fortunate in getting 
‘Tack Simpson's farm near Benalto for tent, and 
‘moved there Inthe spring of 1828. At that time 
‘many families travelled to Russia, and. Me 
[Anderson gol the urge, too, thinking of bettering 
‘heir lif, and in May’ of 188) left with bis wie, 
Lille, and four youngest sons, Wilburt, Melvin, 
Richard and Raymond, Te fest part of thelt 
fourney Wao tere, and taven by Mar 
‘is Minnesota, U.S.A. to visit relatives then on 0 
Montreal, where they boarded the ship for 
Russia. They found the ocean trip very exelting, 
but upon reaching their destination they were £0 
fina tobe alot diferent than what they had an 
tlejpated. 

‘They returned to Alberta in the Caeistmas 
season of 1836, and great eas the rejolcing to be 
fogetner with thelr famlly again, Thelr only 














regret was that Wilbur and Melvin had tore 
Iain. However, Melvin traveled back home to 
‘Alberta in 1858. That same year MP. Anderson 
leased, with option to buy, some Hudson Bay 
Jana athe: Sunset Hills area.” Mr. and. Mrs 
Anderson then settled down’ to farming in 
fearmest, with thelr three sons 

‘Richard (Dick) eventually fol a job with Me 
G. ‘Sterling Inthe Revelstoke Lumber and 
Hardware business ip Benalto, Alberta, and 
enlisted In the Ais. Foree asa ground crew 
‘eehanie In 189. He was stationed in several 
Places before beng transferred overseas, where 
Feonly serveda short lime due ta the war ending 
‘on June 6, 1985, 

Mir Anderson gota sudden impulse to bulla a 
sauna (steam bath) at Sylvan Late, shih fook 
Shape in tne summer of 1847, but by his son in 
Tavs with help from himseit and his sons. It 
proved to'be avery successful enterprise and he 
Dperated it, withthe help of his wite, until 199, 
When he passed avway with a heart ailment on 
‘November 1, atthe age of 9 years, This was his 
frst time ever to have been hospialized, 

‘in spite of arthritis, Mrs, Lille Anderson t= 
stilin fart good health and has enjoyed living 
Al the Eckvile Mlanar House for the past Year 
She was one ofthe first residents wen the lodge 
was opened In Maren, 1876. She celebrated her 
‘ith blnthday this year. Her radiant smile con 
eals her age, however, so that one would never 

The children of Charles and Lillie Anderson 
are'as follows: 

Harold married alth Anta of Hespero in 
1908 and remained home to help farm that year. 
‘They then moved to Oras, Alberta, where thelr 
Son was born Ia 1854 a daughter sas born, but 
Aiea tn intaney. "They moved to Calgary in i982, 
Where Harold was engaged In carpentry work 
Unt he retired inf. He then bulls large new 
home at oliver, B.C, butdldnt have much time 
to enjoy it, as he passed away with cancer In 
1975, They have one grandenia 

Clarence married Allie Huila of Benalto, 
Alberta, {n 1853 and seitled on thelr fara directs 
‘rose trom the Benalfo highway’ entrance 
Farming vas hs fe, but inthe Instance of Ns 
mother's being widowed, and not keen on 
‘operating the steam bath by herself, he decided 
{sell the farm fo hr Alsred Wonlet in 1955, te 
fd his wife took over the Steam Bath and set 
‘Mother up in alitUe house of her wn close bs. 
the fa Clarence would hire out at narvest tne, 
his beloved work, and his wife would operate th 
Steam bath, whlch they ld successfully unt 
1863, when he sold out te his brother Dick. They 
retired to a bome in Rocky Mountain House. 
They nave one son and one daughter and seven 
grandchildren, Clarence passed away with 
Feart condition (nthe fall of 1973, sil In the 
Drocess of Neiping others do their harvesting 

isle worked for Mrs, Minnie Buchanan 
1862 when highway number Iwas graveled, and 





the erew lodged with Mrs. Buchanan, Tals was a 
busy time for the Benalto Hotel, Else eventually 
Went (9 work for Mrs. Emma Kina, in the Red 
land Walle Store and Post Oifie, next door, for 
Several years. Wanting a taste of elty life she 
took housework later with an early pioneer fart 
Iy'of Edmonton, the Richard Secords. He bad 
Been one of the first teachers of Strathcona 
(Gout Edmonton). In Edmonton in 1898 Else 
Was married fo Ted Biekkinen of Benalto. Ted 
Meas then buying grain in Gadsby, Alberta, for 
the’ Alberta. Paeifie Grain Company and was 
transferred to Benalto, where we setted f live 
One nny Inedent stands out trom our courtship 
‘days. When Ted was in Benalto and | was in Ed 
Tmonion, he had phoned me to come out of the 
bus, but Iwas reluctant, as his sster was sl 
and’ Wanted (0 slay and help her, whieh he 
‘Wasnt too pleased about, and ikely"told me to 
‘Say there then!” His slater decided that had 
better goin he morning, soT took the bus end got 
As Tar as Lede, when, surprisingly, Twas paged 
fanaa message from Ted instructed me to g0 
‘Back c Edmonton, ashe ad arsived there on the 
early train. Ted gave up grain buying in 1953 
When we moved onto out tarm at Oras, Albert, 
We remained there until 1911 when we moved 10 
Calgary, as Ted was engaged in carpentry work, 
Ia the meantime we sold. our Oras farm and 
bought a quarter af the west end of Syivan Lake, 
We came back to Benalto mn 146 olive, and are 
sillhere, setired now. We are biessed with three 
Song, three daughters, and 15 grandchildren, 
ious marci nd resides in Rsia~ ne 
has one son and a new granason inthe past year. 
He nas made two visits here, one In 1968 for 3 
stay of elght months, and agala spent year with 
his tamily here in iste, He is retired now and 
they’ ve In an apartment. Thelr climate Is 
Sslmtlar o that of British Columbia, 

‘Hazel married Sivert Lien the year 300, He 
was @ grain buyer for the Midland Company in 
Benalto, They continued fo live Reve ul he had 
move io Hines Creek, Alberta, Prom there they 
‘moved "0. Sherwood Park where both were 
{engaged in Janitorial service at the schoo unt 
86, then they moved to Campbell River, B.C. 
‘They have since retired fo Westbank, B.C,'They 
have free sons and {wo daughters and ‘ine 
srandehildren. 

‘Melvin married Helen Lund of Syivan Lake, 
‘aiberta, ‘They reside in Calgary where he is 
foreman of a carpenter erew. He has built & 
‘modern cottage at Sylvan Lake in 197, and they 
‘Spend most ofthetr weekends there. They have & 
Son and three daughters and three 
‘randehildzen. 

Ttlchard took work with the Revelstoke 
Lumber Company, after the war, in Brooks, 
‘Alberta, in 1989 he married Jeanne Benolt it 
Brooks. They moved to Drumbeller temporarily 
land then to Dawson Creek, and in 198% retired 
fom that job and took over the Sylvan Lake 
Steam ath {com his brother Clarence. He 





operated this very successfully untll 1975, when 
fe sold out and bought a home in Salt Spring 
Island, B.C, They havea son (at home) and three 
aughiers. in Edmonton, Alberta, and three 
frandchiiaren 

Raymond. married Maila Korhonen ot 
Eefsle, Alberta in 938, They farmed. fo" 
‘Several ears on the Home piace, unt it Was sla 
in toss. Phey then looked over property In Oliver, 
B.C. and bought a trut orchard witty a tru 
and, which they operated for some fime, He 
bulla new home, and clef il health, found the 
Brchara work foo strenuous, so sold out in 194 
fd bult another new home inthe town of Oliver, 
BIC. and is engaged in maintenance work forthe 
frea schools, They have two. sons and. four 
‘daughters, One of fhe daughters is married 


BELLIKKA, ARTHUR — by Viola Bellikka 

‘Arthur “fonannes ‘Bellikka, was. bora on 
September "20, 1908 at" New. Ipewiten, New 
Hampshire, U'S.A. the son of Ant and Sara 
alli In 1816 he emigrated with is parents 
fom Brandon, Minnesota to. Saskatchewan, 
later in 108 coming To Sylvan Lake, ‘They lived 
‘here ual 1926, when they moved io Reklle, 
AN received his. schooling. at Kuusamo. and 
‘Marianne Schools. He learned the carpentry 
trade by working eth his father from the Ue 
he was a young iad, Art was very interested In 
‘ports all of hs lige, He was a member of he 
SISU'chub at Eexvile His transportation during 
the vrnter svas-a pa of skis-and in summer It 
sas his Model T, Ford 








{was born on May 30, 1817 at the home of Ms. 
George Johnson in Svivan Lake, who Yeas my 
mother’s. midwife, My" parents, John and 
Magpie Byttymen, live on a homestead on the 
forth end of Sylvan Lake, our post office being 
atm Bay, ‘The years of my childhood were hap. 
py vears, even though we were very poor fina 
hlly, whieh meant that Twas dented my ambi 
tion to become a teacher. There was just no 
money or fulton, or even for books. I Toved the 
‘utdoors and the’ beauties of nature, I enjoyed 





ploking wild berries, and looked forward to 
Fireshing ine and to the Christmas programs at 
fur school. T received my schooling at Boyle 
School and at Eekville High School, tien worked 
for varlous farm families for $8 10 §10'4 month 
wages, "Hired girs” were expected to doa great 
feat, including cooking, cleaning faking care of 
eiléren, feeding hogs, mixing cows and doing 
‘many other things. On one ofthe farms the oldest 
fon Taught me fo drive the iractor ana when T 
brought hs lunch fo the fled T was expected Yo 
onthe with the plowing walle ate his iunch 
t'was's challenge! 

(On January 5, 1897 married Arthur Bolikka 
‘the frst home ie rented was across the Poad 
trom the Eekville Cemetery. L sil remember 
the oud biaek fat top stove we got Tt had an oven 
‘oor on both sides, bu It baked lovely bread. To 
‘ay, tt would be a valuable antique. Art's father 
‘and'mother pave us a mllking cow for a wedding 
alt She was a beautiful cow and kept usin mail, 
ream and butter while we lived there. MY 
‘mother and grandmother each gave us two se. 
tng hens, so was busy that summer with litle 
fhleks, and aad very goodluck with them. MY 
Slggest problem was keeping the chickens out of 
‘my garden, which was my pride and Joy. ‘This, 
‘asa good year, and by fall we had vegetables 
ialore— even purnpkins, squash and corn 

‘In the meantime the chiekens had grown to 
full ‘size, and my sister came to help: me can 
them for winter's meat. Parl the next morning 
when Wwe got ready for our task the aroma of 
‘Skunk Was overwhelming when Topened te door 
ot the chicken house. [have never forgotten the 
Sight that met my eves, when they became ad 
Justed fo the dark Interior of the bullding ~ dead, 
‘and mutilated chickens lay all over the interior? 
My pt, Henny Penny, was slave, soT went fo, 
Dleigherup, but she was so mutilated I had to put 
Fer out of her misery. This experience was the 
fen of my ehicken ralsing! ‘iat night 1 con 
‘ated a rap by the hole that Nad been dug the 
fight before, and the next morning T found the 
Dlagest four legged skunk I've ever seen. Te 
never liked shooting any animals, bt this is one 
lime Tala not hesitate to gel the 22 rife. Thad 
only one shell, so ry’ aim had tobe good — anit 
Swat By husband would not believe It, but Thad 
Jett me skunk in he trap for him otake oat when 
hevcame nome 

Art worked on carpentry throughout the com: 
rmullty wherever a Job could be found. Wages 

fore 0 t095 cents an hous, and there were times 
When he’ did not get paid at all, During the 
fumnmer we made'a covered trailer, Wilh the 
help of my brothers, Elmer Kujala, and Art's 
nephew, fay" Koskinen, who came from East 
Coble fo stay wiih us untl his parents elocated 
In Rouya, Quebec. 

Inthe fll of 1888 we packed up the taller and 
moved to the folks place. That wioter wellved at 
‘Bunt Sarah's and Uncle Charles place, with my 
Sister and her husband, This was a terrible 






































‘winter — there was no work 1 be had, and some 
Gays we nad very ite To eat Tn the early spring 
‘Art and Elmer Kujala (my sister's husband) 
fecided 10 get to Edmonton to se If they could 
Bet work. They" had to. pawn. practically 
Everything they had to keep going, but thanks 10 
‘wonderful people like Jack and: Mary Luoma, 
they were able o have’ room at the Fairview: 
Hoiel, One day, in desperation and determina 
tion, Art jumped over the wall around the area 
where the Hudson's Bay store was being ull, 
He contronted the foreman with "Where do 0 
Want me To start?" He got pl ta work, s0'we 
raved our taller to Edmonton tothe South Side 
Traller Court, My brother, Aldo, and our dog, 
Rover, came with us. The Job lasted for a fe 
‘months, then again we moved beck to my folks 
"The ‘aller was ton cold to lve ia for the 
winter, so we but a two-room cottage by the 
Jake’ on my father's place. To me this was a 
haven. We had happy times there, a8 our home 
‘was a meeting place for the youn people ofthe 
‘community who came to skate and play hockey 
The Palm Bay Sports Club was organlzea thai 
ya, 1900 the fst executive 

Art ds president 











con i ye, a 








‘he Pa Bay Red Wing Hock fem won 
the cup in the alstrlet hockey touraament that 
Spring! That summer men's and Lede” softball, 
‘ams’ were organized. We had moved. te 
pporarlly to south of Bentley where Art bull 
Barn: We opt ina tent and I cooked the meals in 
fs granary for crew of four men, 1baked il our 
bhread, a8 we had our own stove with us After 
sippet we would Jump into the old Model T and 
Speed ott to play ball it was great tobe young’ 

"Then things changed. on September 10, 1933 
Canada declared war 1 shall never forget my 
{mother’s face when she heard the news, (even 
though she was expecting She knew what it 
‘vas all about, as she had alzeady lived through 
bone world war. My brothers all enisted for ac: 

“That Yall we moved our litle cottage to Art's 








parents place and sold it the next summer to 
‘ohn Vara of Eekvlie, We then moved to Svivan 
ake, where we lived Unit Janvary, 1982. On 
Fune'2t, TD we became the parent of a baby 
Bin. We named her Patricia Viola ~ name 
hosen by my greatancle, Percy Kent, of Red 
Deer 

‘My husband had been working with Bennett & 
White Construction Co, building the Holsum Atv 
ort, which Job was finshed tn August, 1812.1 
then returned to Sylvan Lake and on Aust 12, 
12 our son, James Arthur, was born in the Red 
Deer Hospital, My husband's work ‘ook. him 
Bom Medlene Hat to Sufleld, bit remained a 
Sylvan Lake, where we had rented a cottage 
‘om F. Bloom. Thanks to Mf, Bloom, Tso! my 
first washing machine hat winter. 

“The winter of 1942 1943 was ene ofthe coldest 
winters Tean remember. T ted to get water 
{rom the town pump, bu it was impossibie. The 
Siow was very deep and the temperatures 
roped 0-45" F, Thanks tomy good frends ana 
neighbors, the Coutts and the Balogs, got water 
nd fuel 

Art's work shifted to Edmonton <stll with 
Bennett & White), so im January Ta44 we moved 
to Hamonton, where we finally. managed {0 
purchase a lof and builds Nome: Ar eventually 
Jet Bennett White and went inte contracting 
and ullding company wltn Elmer and Dick (mt 
brother), During the postwar years materials 
were. hard o obtala and consequently the 
Business sutfered and finally went bankrupt. It 
took's number of years to pay the debts, ut WE 
‘were used to hard tines, 

‘Ae obtained a job as an appratser forthe City 
ot Eumonton and was wth the Assesoot's 
Department until the time of his death, on June 
DL i988 "The spring he died be was attending 

versity, taking extension courses in real es 
tate appraisal 

‘Ar and Tied a busy ile, as we were always in 
volved In the work and activities of our com: 
‘munity and our church, Art served on various 
Boards and Counelis in the City. and hs interest 
In sports led im fo coaching or managing boys! 
Nockey teams. Remembering how he Aaa had fo 
epalt hockey stleke for the Palm ‘Bay Red 
‘ings, ne continually worked to get better play 
Ing Conditions and equipment forthe boys. twas 
2'Cub and Seoit mother, 4 Gulde mother, an ex: 
feutive af the Home and School, and helped on 
Talent Shows for ACT- My almost 25 years of 
teaching Sunday Schoo! has been the greatest 

most rewarding experience of my life. In 
Wwe had moved fo\a larger home in the 
Highland district, In onder (o be closer to junior 
land senior high schools Patricia snd James both 
gesduated from Eastglen Composite High 
School 

Patricia returned this summer (1972) trom 
Gendale, California, where she has made het 
Home fr the past 12 years. In 1973 she married 
‘Marlo Boalla of Fl Salvador, Central America 


























he is continuing is schooling for a career of 
‘othing design in Los Angeles. Pat ls presently 
‘orking fora law tlm in Edmonton, but plans to 
elura To university to continue her studies for 
her B.A, degree in Lingulstis. 

‘ames married his high school sweetheart, 
Joan O'Dell, and they have three sons ~ Jerry, 
lage 17; Jason age 12; and Jetfrey, age 6 years. 
‘They live in Winnipeg, Manitoba, where Jim ts 3 
field manager for Snap-On Tools, The boys Ike 
thelr father and grandfather before therm are 
feat sports enthusiast hockey Delma Melt 
{vorte game, also 

‘What greater rewards could one ask of this 
lige than to have loving children and 
iandchildren. My children were very fond of 
thelr grandparents, and always enjayed visting 
orsstaying itn them as well a having them 
ome fo live with ws. Pat and Jim remember Now 
they used to sit on Grandpa Bellikka's Knee — 
tow ne used to tease them with is goatee, ad be 
alvays had a bag of peppermint eandies in is 
vest pocket. They sald Grandma. made, the 
realest fat bread (risa) Im the bottom of Nee 

Having a sauna at Grandpa Belikka’s, make 
ing Home-made lee cream at my parents’ home, 
fd, Sl, geting together lth the family By the 
Bonlize af the lake — family lite is st the 
greatest Instiftlon tn the wort, for Iti inthe 
ffome tat the foundations are lala for the kind of 
‘rorid in whieh we lve, 

Happy the home when God Is there 

‘And love fills every breast 

‘Where one thelr wish ana one 

thelr prayer, 

and one thelr heavenly rest 

in't968 1 married Leo Cosby, formerly of 
Smlthlle, Ontario. We st live fn the Highland 
aster in Edmonton 











BOYLE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Notes trom the records of the Boyle School 
Disieiet 2910 from January, 1920 to April 1853, 
he sehool children were bussed to Bentley in 
1, 





oe Sl L 16 Ri Sila Bryn, Anne Tlne, Ve 
sf i Rae Kite i 





‘The first year sehool was open 72 days, with 
two teachers during the term, 10 children 
enrolled, average dally attendance fou, 

"The secretary was appointed from the dls 
et, lowest pald for duties was $25 per Year — 
highest sas 

Interesting to note in 1983, 38 applications 
were received for the teaching position — Mr 
Harry Laveoek was hired for $0 forthe year — 
fhe nada family of tive to support 

‘The highest Salary ald in that time was $1100 
and the lowest was $740 


BRATTBERG, AUDREY AND ELMER, 

‘uldrey Kathleen isthe third cid of Knut and 
‘Alma Sande. A heen seholar, she enjoyed her 
School years at Alhambra, Rocks -Mountaln 
House and Davia Thompson High Schoo She 
Dartieipated in school athete programs and was 
aise & member of the Rocky Mountain 1 Beet 
‘Cub. Upon completion of Grade 12 she attended 
the University of Alberta, Hamonton where she 
recelved a B. Hd. The next tree veurs were 
Spent teaching mathematies at the David 
‘Mompeon High school Audrey then returned 10 
the University of alberta, Edmonton and ab 
tained a Md. in Curriesium and Instruction 

‘iways having a yen for traveling, Audrey 
made trips across Canada, through the Unie 
States to Hawa and three ilmes to Europe. Her 
fist ifip to Norway was in 1957 withthe whole 
Sunde family. Ten weeks, one surnmer, were 
Spent travelling about Burope with sister Carel 
ols and Miriam Farrington and Maureen 
Kile. The last trip to Europe was more exten: 
sive, lasting six months, and included visits to 
Gresce, Turkey and Tunisia, Most memorable of 
lf was Christinas with relatives im Norway 

Audrey" is presently teaching a Stratford 
Jusler High school in Edmonton, and is also a 
curriculum co-ordinator. in” junlor high 
‘mathematics with the Edmonton Public Schaal 
Board, 

‘Audrey is married to Elmer Harold 
Brattberg, son of Harold and Elsie Brattberg, 
Elmer was raised on a farm In the Bentley dls 
Trlet and attended school in Bentley. He has a 
B.Se. in Electrical Englneering rom ine Univer 
sly" of Alberta, Edmonton and’ Is presently 
femplayed as_a Senior Engineer with A.G.T. In 
Edmonton. Elmer was very ative in highschool 
[thleles and lso became an avid skier He has 
Sided most sk areas inthe Rocky’ Mountains and 
llso made a trip to Europe to ski in the Alps 

‘Auarey and Elmer have a mised farm in the 
Bentley. area near the norih shore of Sylvan 
Eke, Many enjoyable dass of hard work and 
relaxation have been spent here on weekends 
{nd holidays. During the spring, summer and 
{months they commute trom the Farm to thelt 
{ouisin Edmonton with telt Cessna 182 airplane. 
Both Audrey” and. Elmer have their private 
pilot's lleenses and have encountered many in 
feresting experiences while living their plane 

















BRATTBERG, HAROLD 

Born In Uddevalla, Sweden — came to 
ekvill in 198 — worked five years in Fckville 
Astrict — bought the land the Boyle Senool was 
Situated on™ NW 35-9-2:W5 — in 190 

Married Else Vig in 1838 — there are four 
children 

obert married Marlene Smith of Glenwood 
= they have three children, 

len married William Palm — they have 
thee ren 

Ethel hs one daughter, 

yer married Audrey Sunde — they ae tiv 

he’ tarm tome place 
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BYTTYNEN, ARALDO (DICK) 

1 was bor on October 12, 1920 and spent my 
childhood days on my father's farm on the north, 
Shore of Sylvan bake, 

‘a 140 let fr the war and served with the 
Calgary Highlanders until 194. Shortly atter my 
relurn T marsied Florence Matson of the 
Kuusiimo district, and we took up residence in 
Edmonton. We have two daughters, Colleen and 
Jane. "The girs have grown up and married 
Colleen matrieg rian Duknnlgan and has 
daughter,” Kathleen. Jane” married Brian 
Kiskwood and has a son Jeftrey 











BYTTYNEN, JOHN L.— by Viola S. Cosby. 

‘My father, John L. Byttynen, immigrated to 
Canada tram Minnesota, USA. in the early 
‘80s. He was barn In Cokato, Afinnesota in 185, 
He had three brothers, Abraham, albinis and 
Anthony, and four sisters, Aurora, Saraby Aina 
fand Susanna. His parents. emigrated irom 
Finland to the United States in the 3880's, thelt 
ancestry being of Fiaalsh, ‘Norwegian and 
Swedish descent 

‘re omesteaded on the north end of Sylvan 
Lake in the year 1912. On November 17,1913 he 
married Maggie F. MeKee, daughter of James 
find Nancy Mahala MeKee 

‘My mother was born In Frankturt, Ontario in 
180, Her ancestors emigrated from. Scotland 
and treland in 1163. Her father and mother were 
farsied-on June 8, 1867 at Belleville, Ontario, 
Her parente and two broihers, John and Allen, 
and “wo sisters, Alice and’ Minnie, moved 
‘Westward by wagon and oxen to Manitoba, They. 
Were in Brandon, Manitoba, at the time of he 

le blizzard in 1901180. ‘The storm lasted 
3 72 hours. ‘Tey were snowbound for days 
That following spring they moved further 
est To Alberta, where they homestead in the 
Boyle School Distrlt in 1904. "The two youngest 
members ofthe family atended the setioal after 
opened in 191, 

Grandtather MeKee died February 7, 196, 
Some years later, Grandmother married John 
Eneling of Benlle)» She died in June, 1819, one 
vear after Grandpa Ebeling dled 

“Tnere were six children in our family: Syivia 
1. Sins: Viola ST; Jona A, — 8 





























‘Araldo R. — 1020; A, Anthony — 1821 and James 
‘Ars03 (deceased 1923), We were all born st 
home. My" grandmother ‘was usually’ the 
‘mltife. Anthony was two and ene-halt pounds 
At DIrth and she fook care of htm, carrying him 
fn a pillow and keeping him wari with heated 
Bricks. stl remember receiving 8 spoonfl ef 
my grandmother's remedy for tummyache. It 
twas special recipe of hers and we never did 
Teazn how to make it 

‘My’ parents worked hard to make a living for 
the family: Land had to be cleared and ground 
broken for planting — trees eut and savred for 
{Hrewood vere the only source of heat 

Inlet tnehar toe for erin years 
they were happy years. We had all he wonderful 
sift of nature around us and the added oppor 
funity of living beside a lake. I remember with 
hostage all the wild lowers and wildlife, There 
‘were not only birds of every description but £0, 
‘many’varletles of Waterfowl. It ove to hear 
the eal atthe coot, commonly known as he mud 
hen, especialy in the springtime when they are 
‘mating: Ves, and even the eerie cry ofthe loon 
Before a surimer storm, 

“There were wild animals galore, The deer 
ame down to the water for drt — even the 
fawms got used tous. My pavents forbade the Kl: 
Ing of beaver and muskrat and the creek on ou 
meadow became not only thelr Rome Dut also & 
Sanctuary for the wild geese and swans every 
Spring and fall. We aWaited thelr arrival every 
year wilh Joy’ and anticipation, It is hard (0 
belfeve that al shis now Isso changed. In place of 
atbeautifl saltude of God's creation there Is the 
Creation of man ~ screeching power boats and 
‘ugly polttion 

My tather worked atthe coal mines in Alexo 
and Nordegg in the 1820s, coming home maybe 
nce or twlee @ month, wasn't an easy life for 
‘other to Took after the farm and animals, We 
Talsed a bg garden of vegetables every Year and 























Picked lots af wild berries to can. Sometimes the 
ni, cold winters froze our storage of frult and 
‘Vegetables and It was grim indeed 

it was avery dificult and trying time tor my 
mother to take care of all the outside chores 
‘then we were all $0 young. The only baby-ster 
the ever had was an old Norwegian sherman. 
‘te ison Hull, known as “Old Daa” tous al. We 
enjoyed him when he came ase used fo tell us 
Sorles, He made whistles for ur out of wood and 
‘Sometimes he carved litle animals for us ou of 
‘wood pleces, We aldn't see him very offen, but 
tre sure looked forward fo his visits, (He dled 
‘any years ago.) 

‘My father Was injured nthe mine and trom 
that lime on he could not do heavy Labor. He 
‘Worked off and on asa carpenter. He also did 
Diacksmith work at home = mere or less a Jack 
‘tall trades: He kad wanted to bea veterinarian 
Sind had done some studving in books, and with 
the practical experience dla hs best to help when 
being ealled on by neighbours to take care of ie 
inal 

‘One of the exiting times of our childhood was 
‘when the Indian catavans stoppea at our place 
tn thelr way to Rocky Mountain House and then 
inthe fall om their way back tothe reservation at 
Hobbema, We looked forward to seeing theme 
pecially Chlet Yellow tye and his wife and'son 
‘om, Dad repalred thelr wagons and took eare of 
thelr horses” hooves. In return, they brought us 
moccasins, a pair for each of us and usually a 
beaded pair for: my mother. One year Ihey 
brought dad a beautiful buckskin eoai- He wore 
[efor many years. 1 burat with the house when 
my parent's home burned in 883, Ths was the 
rewihome that was Dull alter we grew UD. 

Dad also lost the Black robe which was made 
‘com the hide offs favorite horse "Prince" Old 
Prince was a part of ou family rom 195 03843, 
He served us {athflly all tose Years, on the 
field, on te road as part ofa team, or as’ single 
With the Digay of cutter, stone boat or garden 
tultivator. He was also used for riding and i we 
fot lost In the woods searching for cattle, we 
fidn't need to worry as old Prince always (ook us 
ately home. 

‘We altended Boyle School, one and one-half 
miles from heme. Our sehon! was a one-Toomed 
fchoolhouse. Grandpa MeKee helped In balding 
{he orjeinal busing in 1912 and my father helped 
pal the adeltion on some vears later. 

"The Years We spent In school were happy 
years In spite ofthe hardships ofthe cold winters 
then the ald wood stove didn't give adequate 
heat to Keep our fingers warm enough to write, 
The teachers were marvelous people who kne 
how to give us warmup drills or parade around 
fhe schoolroom desks, The bate ote elements 
‘eas not always easy. I remember particularly 
the year I wrote Grade 8 Departmental Exams. 
rained so much the road was & Sea of mud. The 
teacher, Mise Hilman, and T trudged 0 the 
‘ehool each day s01 could write my'exams whieh 
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were sealed in big brown envelopes to be sent 

way: It was worth (tas I received my’ diploma 
land the honor of belng the fst pupil trom Bovle 
‘School District to have obtained # diploma? We 
‘were both so thankful on the last morning when 
Mr. Frank Johnson, chairman of the school 
board, eame’to pick us up with Ms horses and 
buggy to drive us home, He was responsible for 
Seeing that those ig brown envelopes were 
propery submitted to Edmanton 

During these early years, Palm Bay was our 
Post Oiflee. The Post Oifce was at the home of 
‘he Jonn Palms. They owned the property adja 
cent fo my parents. Mr. Palm drove with horse 
find buggy or cutter to Eckwille to pick up the 
mail for the community. On request of 
Relghbors, he also brought groceries, This was 2 
‘hole day's Journey! We owe much to these old 
pioneers! 

‘Sometimes in the winter the lake was used for 
transportation when the lee was deeply frozen. 
“There was alWays the danger of going on I too 
soon, This unfortunately happened to. tne 
Laveoek family on December 7, 1987. Mr. 
aveoek was the teacher at Boyle School at thai 
time. twas 8 lce clear Saturday morning. My 
mother came back from feeding the chickens 
Jind called ont, "Those folks are diving to fat 
‘out onthat ice!” Weal ram out fo have alook and 
the next thing we heard was a toud boom, lke 
‘when ie cracks, and we saw the car go Into the 
‘rea in the fee, about one and a all mls fram 
‘ur place, My brother, Johnny, put his skates on 
fanaaway he flew across the Ice Tra fo tell my 
father who was hauling some basrels of water fr 
the pigs. He quickly unhooked the team, jumped 
fon the back of one o the horses ind started song 
fhe shore, a the ice on the lake was ike glass. 
Started running but by the time 1 got there 
fevervone vas oul except Mr. Laveock. Tis son 
Gilbert and my brother were pulling ira up out 
fot the water T was truly &rlracte that they all 
{got out a8 Mrs. Layeoek and thelr fivexvear ld 
Son were in the front seat witn Mr. Laycock, 
‘whe Gilbert ana two otter brothers ieere Inthe 
Back seat. The car was completely submerged. 

ir. Laycock was unconscious, They worked 
‘on his on the ice but he didn't respond so my 
{ther, withthe help ofthe boys, put Rim over the 
back ofthe horse and quickly got him tothe HIL's 
Home about a mille avay. Mrs, Laveock and T 
took turns carrying Ross, and belleve me, tt 
Seemed much more than a mile. When We got 
there a message was sent to pone the doctor It 
took a tong time for him to come from Rake 

‘MY Tather kept working on Mr. Layeock oa 
the itchen floor, applying ariielal respiration 
Until he was exhausted and asked me to take 
over. We were sure happy when we heard him 
make @ noise and he started to bring up water 
land slime. Ihave never forgotten It twas truly 
By the grace of God tls man live. 

‘We who lved or grew up beside the ake knew 
tne dangers of the environment and we Wert 




















taught as we grew, but I am sure my mother 
‘ust have had pleniy of ansleties when we were 
Smal, We were fortunate that we had s0 few 
Serious accidents throughout our childhood 

‘What could have been a major tragedy was 
‘the morning Tony had his wo fingers on his right 
hand cut oft was a December morning, 1924— 
{he day’ of our sehool's Christmas programme, 
{Wits the antetpation of an exciting programme, 
the boys hed forgotten to cut kindling the night 
before, so father sent them out that morning 10 
bringin kindling to start the kitchen stove. Tony 
Brabbed a plece of wood off he eulting block Just 
4s Johonie brought down the axe. Mom and Dad 
‘rove him fo Rekvile with the horees neuter, 
‘Those 11 miles must have seemed like an eternl 
sg Thanks f0’Dr. Sommer, Tonys fingers 

‘ur community should remember with 
‘grlitude the great doctors ot these early years 
(br. Sommervie of Bekville and Dr. Henry of 
Beniles) wtio dedicated their ives to thelr call 
Ing. Even when the roads were impassable, they 
found a way 1 remember the time in 10 when 
Dr. Coppock of Bekvile answered an emergency 
call by using @ speeder on the railroad tracks 10 
ome and take a patient to hospital 

‘My’ parents land was used for many diferent 
kinds of recreation. In the 2's there was an open, 
alr dance platform where dances were held oc 
fasionally: Beople came trom miles sround to 
dance in the moonlight, Tere was also a conces 
Son booth where eandies, gum, and chocolate 
Bars were td along it home-made lermonade 

“Another highllght was the picnics by the "stsu 
chub!" This was an athletie elu under the direc: 
tion and traning ot Henry Jokkinen of Eckvile, 
‘There was fun and games for everyone. Many 
families came tosh and spent the aight. There 
Was a plentiful supply of pereh, plexerel, pike 
8nd jack fish. During the depression years, fish 
‘was our main Souree of food 

Tn the late 80's, a group of young people 
formed the Palm Bay Sports Chub: The Htst ex 
ecutive elected January 13, 1858 consisted of 
President — Art Bellikka;_ Vice-President — 
Howard Johnson; Recording Secretary — Viola 
Bellikka; “Treasurer —* Laurie Layton: 
Secretary’ — Doris Vig; Program Convenor — 
Ray Nlemala; Tee Convenors — Aldo Bytiynen, 
Jolinle Byttynen, L. Re Layton: Wood Boss 
Howard Vig, Marvin Wester, Ragnar Johanson; 
Lunch Convenors — Walter Johnson, Annie 
Anderson, Mary Balog; and Ottical Bouncers — 
Andrew Anderson, Ted Johnson and Chester Vig 
‘The Palm Bay Rea Wings played in ie District 
Hockey Tournament (arranged under the 
usplees of the Red. Deer Board ‘of Trade) 
‘Mare, 1999 and took fist prize! 

The rink was als for pleasure skating. A con. 
cession booth was put up where coffee and Rot 
fogs, ete, sere served. The biggest handicap 
was ie heavy snowfall, but there were usually 
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willing people to clear the rink. A most willing 
‘and regilat helper vas the young school teacher 
of Boyle Scnool, Laure Layton. 

The club pui on dance programs at Young 
People’s Hall to raise funds to buy hockey and 
other sports equipment. The hockey stcks alone 
‘would have been a major expense but for Art 
he always managed to fix the broken sticks by 
Splleing them together 

“Twa fastball teams ere formed for suramer. 
‘The ladies’ team was managed and coached by 
Art Bellcka andthe men's team was coached BY 
‘Tea Johnson, 

“These were very exciting and enjoyable times 
and I'am sure that It was one of the happiest 
times of ou ves, espectaly for my parents, as 
they’ enjoyed the aettites ofthe youn people 
‘My motner always hada cup of cocoa ot eee to 

These happy times came to an end, as young 
‘men left to Aight for tele country. My parent, 
Ike so many others, sae thelr sons goat 0 war 
‘They al enlisted for active service = Johnale in 
the Royal Canadian Eagineers, Aralgo (Dick) 
withthe Edmonton Fusiliers, later transferring 
{othe Calgary Highlanders when he went 
fverseas in 841, and Tony with the Royal Cana 
dian Artillery. The frst fo leave fromthe Palm 
Bay Club was Ivan Russel (He was lke one of 
the family.) He’ was with the Edmonton 
Fuslers 

“Thane was stationed at Chilliwack, B.C. for 
the malor part of his service with the Royal 
Canatian Engineers, Dick served three years on 
fctive duly. He was wounded in France In 
August, 194, returned (o the Front in Hollana, 
‘and ended tp in Odenburg, Germany, at the 
lose of the war. He returned to Canada in 
December 195. Tony was with the fth Battery, 
{ith Canadian Field Battery, Srd Division, Roval 
Canadian Artilery. He was injured in England 
during a ‘blackout, After several months in 
fospital, wey were convinced he would be hap 
ler back in Canada, 

‘Sylvia married Elmer Kuala November, 
19st. They" have a family of x ehildren and 
Seven grandehildcen. Elmer died in November of 
H862 Viola married Arthur Bella January 
4851. They hed two chlldven and nave Three 
frandehildren. Arthur alea In June of 1858, Viola 
Tarried Leo Cosby in May” of 196. Johnny 
Married Lorraine Graham in May of 1943 and 
they have six children and six grandchilaren, 
‘Araldo married Florence Mattson in Sune of 16 
and they have two eblldren and. two 
[randchildren. Tony "married Gloria: Hergest 
find they have tive ehlldren 

‘My father Is now 92 years of age, He has been 
a patient in a nursing home for the past four 
‘ears. My mother died on December 3 1358 

aim Bay stil remains, a litle corer of 
Sylvan’ Lake, but only we who have the 
memories of what it Used tbe, can appreciate 
‘what Wwe once had 

















Wo are all indebied to the ploneers in every 
age and every generation. We ove much to those 
‘tho came before ust They all want fo remain 
[rea in their own worth and strong in thei con 
etlons no" matter what — they” are our 
heritage. 





CARLSON, HANS AND IDA — by Ida Carlson 

Hans and Ida Carlson came to ive on the NE 
34.582. Wh in the fal of 1958 At tha ime we had 
‘nly clay roads, and travel was atten made di. 
fie Because of the mud. The Boyle schoo! was 
located arose the road fom us, We were ser 
‘iced with mail route and telephone lines. Our 
Inilding site was located on the corner of the 
lund where there was a cross road. ‘The mall 
Foute and telephone line did not go aa” further 
treet than our place. We had only few acres in 
Cropland, We did have a water well, good one, 
Whlen never failed and ts sill In regular use’ 
although now the water is brought up from It 
witha pressure system. 

“Tue trees were in abundance, and supplied 
our cooking and neating fuel, Whea clearing and 
we found pouches of dred pemmican and a roek 
swith arrowheads expertiy chiseled out. We also 
have a rock that hasbeen analyzed as. part of 
filing meteorite 

We cleared the land bt by bit. I ld take the 
most of 30 years to cleat the land of trees, bute 
tere recompense cach time with more fields 
nd a better view of the mountains and Sylvan 
Eake nearby. Our two ehildren, Peter and 
‘Marion, enjoyed the lake to the utmost. 

‘Daring eu time onthe farm we enanged from 
one thing to another, Many years were spe 
witn 4 datry herd, but later on we went to beet 
fate Hans was a very good ealtleman and hog 
producer, so we had some of each. Our grain 
frops wete mostly barley, although we at ether 
times had oats and wheat, and clover seed and 
rape more recently. We rotated our grain felds 
‘wth hay erops, a tls Keeps the sll good con 
dilon and also helps to prevent eroston. At one 
lime we had @ herd of goats and fora number of 
Years bad the usual flock of laying hens and 
‘hickens for meat purposes, too. Many beautiful 
birds made their homes on our farmstead. We 
grew vegetables In abundance, and had Some 
00d results with growing berries 

“The passing Years brought many changes in 
our way of life. Eventually our road became a 
hardtop. We were able to have a comfortable 
home ‘with many" modern convenlences. ‘The 
Telephone tines had gone underground and tothe 
‘al system, and also had been extended several 
Illes’ west, although stilt remaining on the 
Bentley exchange. In 194 we started paying our 
hospital tax. We were included in the Bekele 
hospital district and this system was Rept that 
way for many years. In the late T94s we, along 
‘th other farmers; helped put the rural elec: 
Utleation in our district and ths line went west 
as far at the present Allan Russel farm. Por 











‘many years now the schoo! children ofthe Boyle 
Astrit nave been bused Into Bentley 

"For a few days nw, in 1977, on our farmstead 
aan oll well driling rig has been busy day and 
night, driing tor 

So many things Rave been left unsaid. Tam 
grateful fo my son Peter and daughter, Marian, 
{Ena thelr spouses and al my grandcalldpen, my 
‘elatives and good neighbors ota good commu 
ty. Indeed it was a privilege tohave been allowed 
so many years on this location, May’ fhe time we 
‘Wore allotted sil prove rewarding 

Hans passed away In December of 195, and 1 
‘am now making my home in the Eekvile Manor 
House in Eexvile 








curisTian 
da. Carlson 

‘Bete Christlansen spent the last seven years 
‘rhs te with his wife and younger members of 
the family in the Bovle disteiet at mixed far 
ming. Pete and Marie, with three very young 
Ehlldven, came to homestead in the Seandina 
‘lan settlement, west of Bentley, inthe Stephen 
som school district. They arrived in the spring of 
Sgn ana lived these until 18 when they moved 
Soult [o Turin, Alberta. This move ealised The 
family much hardship with the tersible droughts 
fn the prairies at that time and the depression 
Sears Still owing and inthe Boyle alsriet and 
after five years of the praitie experience, they 
Feturned 10 this land to make thelr home Pete 
fied in 194, age 7, and Mare, after some years, 
‘moved to Abbotsford, B.C. She lived there unt 
1964 when she moved to Calgary. In 1986 she was 
hospllzed at Clavesholm, Alberta, ang dled there 
Indfune of 1967 at the age of §7 Yours. Pete and 
‘Marie were charter members ot Grace Lutheran, 
‘Church, west of Bentley and both are buried in 
the Vig tutheran cemetery. Grace Lutheran 
Church is sl aetive after more than 70 Sears 
sine its boginaing 

When ‘Pete and Marle arrived at thelr 
homestead from Sissiton, South Dakota, thelt a 
ress was Alberta disrit, N.W-T. When they 
Reeded supplies they. went all the way To 
Lacombe aa there were 0 bridges over the 
Bllndmman River for Sometime. Pete came at 8 





EN, PETER AND MARIE — by 





























youth to the United States from Denmark. Marte 
‘was a girl of 1D years when she came 10 the 
United States with her parents, Mr and Mrs 
Enie Solberg, from Norway. About 1906 they 
moved inte the same Scandinavian settlement, 
West of Bentley, but their farmland was in he 
Bayle district snd, no doubt, thelr history will 
appear in "Homestoads and Happiness Eleven 
‘of Pete and Marie's 14 children were born on this 
‘riginal omestead, The first eild born to tern 
in Canada was a son "Albert. I the eld had 
Deen a daughter, the name would have been 
“Alberta Albert was the, fist one of the 
children to dle a the age of $9, There are sill 10 
thildren of this pioneer family ving. When Pete 
{and Marie arrived on ielr homestead, the other 
Sctlers there were Martin Johnsons, Hans Sk 
Jonsbergs, Vigs and Haarstads came almost at 

1am grateful fo Helen Boranek af Bentley for 
the: book called “The Hansens”. This book Is 
‘wricten by Harry. Hansen of Bentley and 
published tn 1968. This Interesting book covers 
Eeveral generations of the Hansens up to 1969 
Many friends and nelghbors ofthe family are tn 
hided, too. Harry tas some nice ‘comments 
about “Pete and Marie” written here too. The 
Hansens were and are such well motivated peo 
ple, that who could help but be thelr friends 
My interesting pictures are included tn this 
book Erie, Ole. and. Carson. Bardenhagen of 
Eckwille are named as belng on one picture of 2 
‘sreup at a plente at Gull Lake, 

P'S. Teannot close without telling you that 1 
hhad a grandmother who Was truly a great lady 
and She was none oiner than the late "Martha 
Solberg” 











EKLUND, CLARENCE AND PHOERE — by 
Phoebe Eiguna 

T, Clarence, on of Mr, and Mrs, Aldor EXiund 
or Bentley do take thee, Phoebe, daughter of Mr, 
‘and Mrs. Chauncey Brewer ot Lacombe tobe my 
lawal wedded wife for better ot WORSE? Date 
"November 1. 1888: First home —a wee c 
jage on Gull Lake shore. Landlord — Bob 
Woolgar who charged three whole dollars pet 
‘month (a sum not always easy to vale.) As he 
‘ext day was warm and balmy, the new Groom 
helped his dad thresh thelr grain, and the new 
Bride (no coat or sweater) merrily tipped to the 
fletd with men. Our elosest neighbours were the 
Butchers and ihe Hutlons. My reminiscing is 
wwelten in tls fashion because 38 years later 
str, everything s so different. Weather — 400 
‘9 betow zero, and I mean Pahzenhelt® With me 
ohatimers? Young people wouldn't understand 
the word, threshing’ and they would be sure 
tent si0 for rent. Pm sure Clarence feels t 
as teen al for the better” and not worse. Hess 
‘real "wheeler dealer, but all our friends main 
{ain Lam the only possession he hasn't traded. T 
Wonder why — oh ves, the wheels and gears in 




















‘my head rusted too fast, and they never rotated 
a quick enough pace. 

Tn 1942 we moved to Bentley to manage the 
Purity 39 Service Station, previously operated by 
Ronald Kirk Between the Holmes Grocery Store 
‘nd the Garvie Hardware Store was aie Yard 
for Iving horses, Good old days!" Many a 
Simmersaul did, a chil, turn on the Te 
Yard in Lacombe. Clarence did general truck 
ing. as aid his trends, Elton Poling and Alec 
Wilson. im mose ays Ciarence hauled ful from 
‘Turner Valley ino pavement then), ad in te 
evenings deivered uel to the farmers. 1 kept 
busy serving gas, Keeping records, AND keeping 
tack of neste narned Gone and ber 
puppy. One time Mr. Hergott the Station Agent 
Phoned. that Contie ‘whom he luckily 
Fecognized) was on tran headed for Rsmbe 
find Hoaaley. The Depot was ony a hop and a 
Skip tom our place very dligenty et about 
Becoming acquainted with all the goed peope in 
the Blind Valley. ld you ever try sorting 
ut all the Skjonsbergs, Vig, Solberg, Peter 
Sons and Andersons wen you don't know a soul? 
Ppertinenty asked Bis Farrell how many 
talisren ne had, and of course he was sil an 
‘ligibe Dackelor! Three of our first and falta 
Eustomers were George Cabelka, Albert Hansen 
Snd Me. Elgood, Another was Aifred Haarsted 
‘who Was loved by everyone, and. to. my 
Knowtedge, never Rad‘an chem, Four single 
bays we sed to buy fuel were Abe Glesbrech 
Charie and Harry Larsen, and Marvin Wester. 
‘so remember the Wianckos fom Rimbey sop: 
ping tomerimes, in those days people hag me 
sand magne aed tee ego. eal 
The gas rationing coupons and suger coupons? Tt 
‘was [ots of fun, ing withthe bad days, one bad 
ay being whim Connie turned the fap on 85, 
gallon rum of ol. 

Th IBM we moved 10 the good old Boyle 
District the best nthe west where we ved for 
fimost years. Most of these were on the 
uarter purchased ftom Joa Balog (S135: 
S55), but we later bought the SW. and NE. 
Quarters inthis sections built house on ine 
NIE- one, th July of 194 baby Gloria ined three 
‘ear old Connie. Fite wan god in thowe days as 
Eversone enjoved simple te. A tip forthe gals 
fn a hand sleigh pulled by mom tothe mailbox 
Sind up the Mil fo Aunt’ Aiie and Uncle Ole 
Sotbers's wonderful big log house was a tres ar 
Superior to'8 motor trip fo the big eles now 
Ale ana Ote were subsite mom and dad” for 
any young people. Including teachers oF 
‘inte wh Hoarded wit them, Nobody cold 
{ver count the lunches Gnciuding fresh clnamon 
folls) and meals they served to hundreds of peo 
ple. Uncle Johnny Solberg vas our matiman for 
fears ~ Inthe days when being a maman may 
Tlude delivering groceries, picking up cream, 
Seling stamps, walking and' shoveling lots of 
Stow It we hadi’ been fortunate enough tohave 
nexpert road malnalner, Prank Wine (another 




















Best in the West’, T'm sure there would have 
been Impassable fads many" times for the 
mailman and al of us. Our third gi, Donna Lee 
torn in 1890) shed tears when Jonany relied, 
ta printed aH malimant™ inside the mallbox 
{hor which cherry greeting stil remains. 

Th 198 a fourth gel, Heather Marie, was born 
and truly brought much pleasure to her three 
‘Srl and middle aged paren, 
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Connie started to Boyle Country School and 
vas privileged fo have Nir, Baith Russel as her 
frst teacher. Dear Ida Carlson entertained the 
Whale neighbourhood that year, as Peter was 
bso a beginner and generously invited everyone 
In sehool to his ‘Birthday Party. Of course 
parents also came topic up their children. Next 
fear our country sefools started to disappear 
nd the buses took over. 

‘Connie, a medical secretary, married Doctor 
‘ction Tierzer, son of Mrs. Sandy Strachan of 
umbey, and they have lived In Los Angeles, 
California for 16 years. His three. year Der. 
Inatology Course wil be finished in May and they 
plan to move to their acreage near the Red 
Porest (Arcadia), They have three children — 
indy, Cltferd and Cheryl 

(Goria martied Leo Ganson, son of Mr. and 
drs, Herman Ganson of Lacombe. Fo six Years 
they lived in Newfoundland where Leo taught 
chool: ten twa years at Peoria, two years at 
Hetna, and at present he fe principal and teacher 
ofa new Seventh Day Adventist Church School 
hear Sylvan Lake. They nave one boy. Gerald, 
{nd three girls, Janlee, Jule and Glenda 

‘Donna was a dental assistant, working. in 
Calgary where she met her husband, Lance Hol 
Iyr son of Mr. and Mrs, Rob Holly ‘of Calgary 
Einee, after working as Orderly Inthe Stettler 
Hospital, has been taking 2 Paramedieal Course 
for the past two ears In Calgary. He has 








accepted @ call to work tn the Grande Prairie 
Hospital, so plans to move there in May. They 
have two boys, Glen and Brian 

‘eather martied Jack Bartko, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Andrew Bartko of Rimbey, ad so fa, live 
Closest to home, much to Grandma and Grand 
a's delight. They lived near Rimbey’, Dut 
Bresently are on an_sereage 10 miles trom, 
Bentley. They bath love the farm and animals, 
land are hoping folivein the country. Jack shares 
his mother’s musical and artist talents, Their 
Ite girl, Laurie Lee, isthe youngest of our 10 
srandeniiaren 

Tn AUgWst, 1973, we moved to our present 
home 15 miles west of Rimbey (SE. 26-2.5.15) 
Situated nthe Leedale area. At the time, my 
Foats were so deep in Bentley area that didnt 
hare my husband's enthusiasm in moving to & 
fnew land, However, even though T vill tever 
{onget al our dear Bentleites, 1 found the people 
In tis area to be wonderful, kind, and helptat 
"oo, Rimbey is atriendly town, and {enjoy shop. 
ping there, For the past five years we have Sd 
ermeer Round Balers to supplement our farm 
Income. 1 like to. think we are pioneers. a 
Glarence has cleared many acres of land: Life 
has been good. There have been a few clouds 
‘smidet ll fhe sunshine, but thanks to God, loved 
‘ones, and frends, ihe sars snd the eainbow are 
as bright as ever. Happy memories everyone! 


JOHANSON, ERICK 

‘Anna Katherine and Erick Johanson with 
thelr four children emigrated trom Finland 10 
Michigan, USA. around the tur of the centcy, 
then o Canada in 191 setting inthe Weta 
‘area. In 1918 they took out a homestead In the 
Snset lls area nortn'of Syivan Lake in the 
Boyle aistriet 

‘Of the elven living — Hulda Wester ives at 
sylvan ake, Arthur ives in Bentey, rene Palm 
lives In Conder, Estaer Lind in Prince George, 
B.C, Sam in Edmonton and Hazel Nelson in 

“Erick enjoyed carving wood. He is known for 
the wooden horses he earved and sold for $4, 
Some of these are displayed in various homes in 
the district. 














JOHANSON, VICTOR FAMILY — by Mrs. Signe 
(Wietar) Jokanson 

In 1923 we decided to leave Sweden and move 
to Canada. Victor's uncle, Mr Ed Lofgren at 
BBackfalds sent back glowing reports of Canada 
to relatives in Sweden, He said you could mae 
Toney In Canada, and We found oul later ths 
Meant many hardships and much hard: work. 
‘The opportunites were not so easy for a green 
Swedish family. Biacktalds was to be our 
destination. We lef Bastutesk, ‘Sweden, July 
1923, with our two children, Ragnar, tw years 
oid and Vielora, four months old, We arrived 
ver six weeks later at Biaektalds as there were 
many delays along the way. We spent ten days in 











London, England, while the boat was being 
epalred, Our ildren. were "vaccinated. for 
Smallpox while we were there. The Journey had 
Ite drawbacks but the people aiong the way were 
{lendly and helpful. We arrived atthe uncle's 
place in Tate August, and stayed with them for 
fine month. They had a large family of their ov 
Sand four more made ita bit overcrowded. We 
then went to work for a bachelor, ME. J. 
Ellstaad, who wanted some help on is farm in 
the Bentieydlselet and we stayed there for ro 
‘Years: While living there, Vietor started looking 
{or a farm of hls own and found one that wae 
covered with very heavy poplar trees. However 
‘we Bult alog house from the ious that were it 0 
‘make a place to.a bulld 2 house, 

We were situated on NE'3402.W5, one halt 
inlle north of Boyle School and two mites trom 
fr. Histaad’s arm, so Viclar would help him 
‘over atime until we got more established, I was 
fortunate here were deer and rabbits to be had 
{supplement our dlet and also fish from Syivan 
Take that was one and one-half malls south, 

When we were grabbing toes, we used to take 
the ealldven's shoes af. That way they wouldn't 
fo very far away” and we would know where 
they were at all times. They didn't seem to mind 
as they played contented. 

‘Victor was learning 0 speak English a litte 
better each year as he met and worked with 
otters, and te learned also to read and write In 
English; and read a great deal in the years {0 
come. liowever It was a Norwegian setiement 
So'they could speak and understand each other 
‘without the use of English 

‘After our house was Bill, we needed some 
good water, so he got_a water well dril and 
fried us a wel. Over tne years he oiled many 
Water wells. He was sil ailing water wells ong 
‘ough to dil well or our oldest daughter and 
her husband at Leslieville in 195) 

Vletor and a seighbor made ose half mille ot 
corduroy Yond through a swamp one mile north 
‘tour place o make a better trai to town, There 
‘were Jacktish jumping in the deep water and 
[Brass Where they’ worked. In the years to come 
Be always nad a team of norses Snd a man oF 
Himself fo help bulld more roads. They worked 
ff their taxes this way 

‘He also invented a brush cutter tobe used on a 
tractor, as we had one by thal time, hoping to 
clear land a litle faster. He contracied & large 
‘rea of trees tbe cleared, The invention worked 
fairly good but the cost of hiring men Yo pile and 
‘bur the brush and the cost of gas forthe tractor 
plus reparing his machine proves costly and st 
the end af the contract ne had made no money 
However he used It on our ow fare for awhile 

‘After’ we had been in Canada five years Wwe 
became Canadian cltizens. 

“Ragnar started school when he was six years 
old and dian know any English, a8 at Horne we 
Spoke Swedish. However Boyle Sehool was for 
nate to have a teacher that year who eolld 














speak both English and Norwegian, so she was 
lable fo teach and help Ragnar throven the tre 
ear. Her name was Miss Magda Wold, now Ss, 
Magda Anderson of the Eekville district. As 
Ragnar learned English so did Victoria andi we 
Were learning together, and when Vietoria 
Marted school she knew’ as much English as 
Ragnar. As the chldren progressed in English so 
ald unt could also reed and wet in Engh. 

‘With a lot of nardsnips and hard work out 
farm Began to take shape. We got more land 
Cleared and broken every year and we had some 
livestock, mostly milk cows, asthe mil, butter 
and creain were necessary foods and income. It 
{ook the better part ofthe ato take the cream, 
fo town with ateam of horses and buggy. We also 
had some chickens and pigs. We cleared mare 
Tana every year to provide more feed for the 
animals, making’ it possible to increase the 
Iivestock, All the farming was done with horses 
Inthe early years, whien were also our transpor 
tation ntl ie got a model T Fords Tlearned fo 
drive it too, whieh created tension among the 
‘onlookers. learned all he contrary ways ofthe 
‘car and could handle ft as well a the next per 
Son, and drove i constantly, until It was Van 
Galized Then it was back tothe horse and bupey 
fora while unl we got another car 

11835 an addition was bullt onthe Rouse and 
another daughter, Elizabeth, was bora that year 
Inthe winter time Vietor would run a sawmill 
sdoving lumber so he could get lumber to ulld & 
new bar. After the barn was bult, there were a 
fevw barn dances hela, one or two forthe war et 
fort, and the orchestra at one of them Was the 
Well ‘known (Ma Trainers Orchestra trom 
Calgary. They’ took a few minutes before the 
Ganee fo g0 to the nelghbors and play a few 
‘musical numbers for an ated ploneet lady, Mrs 
Erle Solberg. There were some dances heid for 
the benefit et the Palm Bay Hockey Club, and 
algo a wedding dances. 

Tn) 1939 Victor purchased a $2. volt 
windenarger to supply us with electeelty. 1 gota 
washing machine tat was run by a2 volt power 
and {as a big help as we had hired men and | 
{sed Yo board schoo! teachers, 

T also looked after an aged widower, Mr. 
Upland, who lived seress the road. trom our 
place. He was our closest nelghbor. We used the 
Windcharger uml we were able to get Calgary 
Power. When there was fst talk of rural elec 
Urifleaiion, ‘Victor was out canvassing. the 
helghbors for prospective farmers that woUld 
Ike to get alin putin. Tuetieve twas ane of the 
first rural lines put in: Then he took a course in 
farm electrification, wrote and passed the exam, 
fnd wired many farmsteads in the Years 

“is main interest was farming and he learned 
alle could to make te land produce food crops 
Farming always came frst and every new fal 
ly that came gut tolmprove and make easier and 
Detter farming he was ready to try. We got @ 




















thzesbing machine as by this time we had con- 
Hldevable cultivated land on our half section, so 
‘very fall Re went with Ns threshing, machine 
tnd a crew of men To thtesh forthe nelghbors 
ind ourselves, Many o the erew were neighbors 
‘who worked off thelr threshing dues tis Way and 
Sometimes we had Indians hired foo. Then 2 fev 
Sears afer the war we purchased a combine and 
A ony our wn as by this time we had fhe halt 
Seetion all cleared and cultivated 

He was also very interested in polities, beliew 
ing inthe CCF. party and one year ran aa can 
Aiiate forthe Liberal partyin the Rocky Moun 
{ain House constituency in one election but was 
detested. 

‘Our first telephone line that Vitor helped 
organize was strung on various ypes of putes 
Shat were replaced fater with mote substantial 

"The Bentley community had a strip cleared 
none ofthe Sunset Hills and made i no 8 sk 
Hi tow known as the Medicine Hl Skt Hi In 
{iti they decided to have a log lodge bull and 
they asked Vietor i he would supervise and Neip 
bull ‘he lodge. which he dd. Te was the ony 
Bulla therefor many Years unt lter another 
Dullding as bul. 

He Was elected councillor for the Lacombe 
‘county‘and served on the councl for many years 
‘nll hs passing n 1964 atthe age of 68 ears. 

‘After the Second World War, we tok a trp 12 
Sweden, the frat time since seting in Canada, 
fd then we went again in 1984, When we 
feturned from our first tip to Sweden we 
Brought ack ten pounds of Vega barley that he 
Wanted to try Here. Tt was. passed. through 
tastoms nd he Seeded this small amount in a 
Separate and ell prepared piece of ground. T 
Btew and showed great promise, was harvested 
with great care, yieiing several bushels, Ths in 
turn was seeded tl he had enough seed o seed 
his complete farm. It was-a productive barley 
trth a fairy short growing season and he used 
{rom then on 

‘When Ragnar and Vicky were going to schoo! 
they dd the janitor work at Bovie ater they got 
tlienough. The pay would be up to $3.50 a month 
Which was almost enough to pay for a pal of 
Skis, whieh they ‘bought. When they” were 
through school, Ragnar stayed at home to help 
arm and Vieky went on t0 High Schoo! In Red 
Ot ed, ah put 

then Ramar got marvted, @nouse was bullt 
on the farm and fhey ved there and went Into 
Partnership with us, finally buying the: home 
Blace and the farm’across the road from our 
Hace, farming tis fora few years tnalyseling 
{nd moving to Selmon Arm, B.. n 1903 

‘Ragnar’ married. Bettie Britton of the 
Marianne. district In 1918. They have {our 
‘children, Anne, Bernard, Cindy, and Valerie 

‘Ane graduated from ihe Bentey High School 
and oo nurses aid course in Calgary and 
worked at'the Rocky View Hospital unl she 








‘married Wayne Malone of Calgary. They have 
five gis, Rene and Teresa, and they live at Hin 

Bernard tinshed high school at Bentley and 
vocational school at Lacombe, i now employed 
EICCHL. at Wetaskiwin, and has taken ateay 
‘duty mechante course at Edmonton 

Cindy took some high schoo! at Salman Arm, 
B.C, and Is now employed at Hinton 

‘Valerie tok some high sehool at Salmon Arm 
and is presently taking vocational school at Swift 
itrent, Saskatchewan. 

‘Vietoria Was married in 192 to Albert Mottus 
of Withrow, and nas tnree sons; Barry, Brlan 
nd Ken. ‘hey live at Withrow unt Albert 
enlisted in the army in 1944 After his elscharge 
fromthe Army he purchased a farm at 
Eealievitle, where "hey reside and are fill 
‘arming. 

‘Barry graduated from the David Thompson 
Ligh School and. took a Merchandising. Ad 
Ininistration course at S.A-L.in Calgary, ands 
How a manager of Totem Lumber Co. Store it 
Calgary. He married Helene Cote of St. Paul, 
‘Alberta and has to sons, Cameron and Spencer, 
‘and they reside at Brage Creek, 

Tsrlan graduated from David Thompson High 
School and took two weather courses, ane at Of 
fawa and one at Toronto. Hie was’ upper ait 
technician al several locations in NWT. for 
seven years. He then ook anather course at OF 
{awa fo became « Plot Breter, working for 
three vears at Yellowknife Atrport. He magried 
Given MacLeod of Saskatoon in 197, and had one 
son Kevin, and a daughter; Rea Anne. Tey Ive 
ft Alndrle and he works at Calgary Airport as 
Weather Forecasior 

Ken is still at Home, to graduate from the 
David Thompson High Schea in-Fune, 188 

Elizabeth took her schooling at Bentley High 
School and a secretary course at Calgary. She 
‘murried in 1857 to Carl Wood of New Brunswick, 
4nd has three children, Deboraa, Jude, and 
Kevin, They live af Calgary 

Debby married Herb Fieh of Sylvan Lake 
and has one daughter, Trudy. They lve In Red 

“dy Is going to University in Calgary, and 
Xevin stl nigh School. 

Ustayed on the farm for a while after 1 
became a widow, then moved to Bentley. where 
Iived for‘ time, then moved to Sylvan Lake and 
‘ovr reside inthe Sylvan Manor at Sivan Lake, 

7 Took back an the Years past and wouldn't 
mind doing It all over again. We had hardships 
dnd hard work but there were also the social 
times, "There were the Sunday dinners, com: 
‘munity gatferings, and school plenies held on 
the shores of Syivan Lake and al the nelgtbors 
were there. Then there were the Christmas con 
ferts, ad the parents would try 0 help the 
feachers as much as possible to make It easier 
for them, like filing candy sacks, making pop. 
corm balla and Sewing costumes: the men would 













































get the Christmas tree and set st up, and set up 
the stage and repair tf neceseary: lao Keeping 
the gas lamps burning. Tt was tne highlight of the 
Sear. The ladies would serve hineh a the clos of 
ihe concert, and everyone went home. happy 
Knowing it was a Job well done onthe part ofthe 
teacher, students and parents 


OSCAR KARJALA FAMILY 

‘Oscar Karfala took his homestead, the NW 5: 
40-2909 about I8id. His brother Rabert came to 
Join him about 1816, asthe brothers had planned 
fovtarm together, whlch they aid for about a 

Robert, his wife Ann, and their only chitd 
Emil, (born in Butte, Montana, in July, 1816), 





continued tlive around the lake. Robert worked 
Sralten digging to drain swamp land to make It 
able fart lana: 

‘Shorty after this Robert returned to Bute, 
Montana to work in the mines. During ths year 
Mrs. Karfala and Emil made thelr home with the 
Sonn Palm family at Palm Bay. ‘The. manes 
sed and Robert Felurned to his arly. Robert 
then purchased the SW 4402-W5 whieh Was the 
ete Holappa homestead, He began to clear his 
land and aise did custom work. The long winter 
bf 1619 was one of hardship. Many’ cattle tn the 
fred were starving. Robert sold hides in Ecvile 
{onder to buy food for his animals. 

Robert Is remembered for his jolly nature 
About 180 Robert was stricken with a kidney’ al 
‘ent, The doctor gave him about six months {0 
live: But being a determined man, he Took care 
of himeei, allowed himself no salt in his det and 
{carried a special water supply from the John 
‘Koskd farm? by so dolag he lived another seven 
‘years, Robert, dled December 26, 1995. He Is 
buried In the Kuusamo Cemetery 





Ann Karjala married Homakl in 1940, They 
moved tothe coast here (hey made thelr home. 
‘Shedied in 1989 ands buried at Cloverdale, BC. 

‘Emil started school at Boyle. After his Schock 
years he worked for many farmers inthe 
Bentiey-ekville strict. He inherited a great 
Sense of humor. He was known for ais love of 
fnlimals as well, Emil sold the tamly farm to 
‘Man Russel In 973. 

Emil dled October 8, 877, and ts buried In 
evusamo Cemetery. 


KUJALA, SYLVIA LUCRETIA ETHEL 
(BYTTYNEN) 

‘Born Mareh 24, 195, at Palm Bay on North 
sylvan Lake, I aftended Boyle School and did the 
janitor work before and after schoo! hours When 





{aking the latter grades. Making that old heater 
fet going and give us some comfort was a real 
fhailenge. ‘Many students of that time must 
Femember our marehing around singing and 
Slapping. our hands for a long time before we 
ould settle down fo our books and when recess 
4nd noon ¢ame around we would flock around 
4nd above the oid Jacket heater, everyone mak 
ing a mad dash to get the warmest spots. Water 
‘tas another big chore. Thad to be carvied by 
pull fom Mr. Turner's place near by or it his 
pump falled, T hed to get it trom Andrew and 
ule Anderson's place which was then west of 
{he scoot Ht was certainly rugged going when 
the snow drifted and got deep. 

“The summer after finishing Grade, Iwent to 
work for Pelro’s Dairy at Sylvan Lake, They 
Selvered mile othe campers and cottages just 
uring the summer months. In the winters 1 
Went to work in Calgary, Red Deer, or in the 
{own of Syivan Lake, and back to Help at the 
Ani for the surnmer again 

Timer Elmer the winter 0f 2995 at a dance at 
ejville Hal. He was on a break from hauling 
rallroad ties at Rocky Mountain House, diving a 
truck for Pred Moos, 

Elmer (Jalmar) Sylvester Kujala was born 
May 1, 1906, He grew up in the Kuusamo District 
Ke had sx sisters and four brothers. Only Ivy 
Kasper of Vancouver, B.C. and Amy Siougiter of 
Santa Monica, California, are stil ving. Elmer 
altered Kuusamo Senool, aking his Grade nine 
Hie enjoyed sports of all kinds and helped 
Manage softball and Rockey’ teams. for the 
Eispeth club. They were veal winners, 1 have 
been tld 

He loved musle and when some ofthe young 
men formed a local orchestra, called the 
Ceconuts, he played trumpet, whieh he had 
learned to play, He played the vlolin and accor 
don as well. They played for many dances at 
Elspeth, Benalt and other places and at penis, 
Wwhlen ere great community get togethers i 
Those da 

Fimer and were married November 10,287, 
at the home of Rev. LS. Stevens, then mibister 
af the Presbyterian Churn in Syivan Lake, My 
Sister, Viola, and her husband, Art Belika were 
tur witnesses, Our only guests were our parents 
After the wedding ceremony, Elmer's farhe? 
treated us all to cotfee at the Sylvan Lake Cate 
Where we jokingly called the soda erackers our 
Wedding cake, 

Our frst home was a cabin rented from Arvie 
Niemeta. Tt was a small two room place right by 
the lake, near my’ folks. That suinmer, Elmer 
buit'a motor boat tn his spare time, between 
Carpenter Job, and I had lots of fun helping bulld 
tana trying tout 

Tlmer's mother wished to vist her relatives 
'n Montana, and asked if we would stay at the 
Kujata home to help out while she was away 























In the spring, Elmer's father gave us a itle 
lg house an to acres by the lake which he had 





bought back from Mr. John Eskle, who wanted to 
‘move to town. He said It was out wedding pre 
Sent, and it sire was a wonderful and mich ap 
preciated git 1t had only two small rooms, bat 
Was comfortable enough after we got I ceased 
land fixed up. We moved into it that spring of 
8, 

Our first son, Ronald Mathew was born 
December 15,198, n the old Eekeville Hospital 
He came hone just in time to spend Christmas 
with us 

‘Kenneth Elmer Kujala was bora August 17, 
1842 in Eckville with Dr, Coppock being our doc 
to both times, 

Bimer worked on a Jot of buldings around 
BBenalfo and Eckl district But work was very 
Scarce soe decided to go to Edmonton where he 
land Art Bellixa formed a construction company 
My brother, Diek, Joined ther too, after retur 
lng from aversess, 

‘Within the year the boys and I joined Elmer, 
making our home with my sister Viola until we 
Fented'a tiny’ house nearby. 

‘Byron Anthony Kujala Was born that winter 
‘on December 8, 1945, In the old Misericordia 
Hosptial In Edmonton. 

By that summer the house we were building 
wvas far enough advanced to move in. We put up 
‘rth sutflooring.and plyboard over some win 
flows fora while, but gradually got it infeed. Tt 
Wwasina new district and the io older boys had 4 
few months extra holidays that summer, until 
{he new Delton Schoo that was beng bul, as 
nished 

[Elmer worked for the city of Edmonton as a 
tax assessor for afew years then back to 
‘carpenter work again, 

‘Carolyn Svivia Kujala was born July 21,1849, 
at the University Hospital, Edmonton, 

Loretia Margret Kuala was born August 28, 
4952, also at ihe University. Hospital. Dr, 
Margret Button was our doctor both times, 

The summer of 1852, we decided to go farming 
so.ve sold our house and bought a farm by Clyde, 
‘Alberta. We had some very rough times those 
Years trying to made do in an old drafty house, 
“nt we were aie to bullda new house Which we 
aid elght years later. 

‘David John Kujala was born October 27, 1955, 
In the Westloek Hospital 

Elmer worked on many buildings in and 
around Westloce and Clyde district, helped on 
ihe Athabaska School and bullt annexes on the 
{stun elevators in many parts of Alberta He last 
‘worked on the Ataullary Hospital at Westlock. 

(On November 10, 1862, neighbors from around 
cour area gathered ataneighber's home and pave 
{surprise party for as on our 2th wedding an 
lversary. ‘Evervone had a_wonderfl time, 
Musie was supplied by a few neighbors, Elmer 
helping’ ou calling all the square dances he 
ould remember and the Spanish Walt, 0, We 
Feceived many lovely gifts from neighbors and 
family 

















wr dled on November 27, 192, of a heart 
attack. We lald him to rest in Dunngen 
Cemetery, situtated between Clyde and 
Westlock 

‘We farmed for a few years more, the two 
older boys coming nome to putin and take exops 
ff, reatea the farm out fora while, then soldi 
to buy a house in West Jasper where we live to 
ay. T have worked at the New Mlsercordia 
Hospital for afew years and Ihave been an Avon 
representaive for 10 years now. 

‘Ronald attended U ofA, getting his Bachelor 
of Sclence and graduated with his Masters of 
Social Work trom the U of B.C. He is now werk 
Ing forthe B.C. government, working out of Van 

‘Ken is a sheet metal worker: For afew years 
the owned Sea Coast Sneet Metal Company with a 
fiend at Sea Sechelt, B.C. He has worked 1 
‘many places in Alberta and Brlish Columbia 
nd hak just moved to Calgary, where he lives 
‘eit his wife, Pauline (French); and thelr three 
lite daughters, Charlene was born September 
21, 1968, Rachelle was bora June 22, 1913, and 
Pamelis was bora September, 1877. He also has 
1 son, Lance Kujala, born Match 1i, 1865, by 8 
former marriage 

‘Byron with hls wife Leona (Madison) ve on 
an acreage near Millet. They have two sons, Vin 
‘cent Anthony, born July 12,1988 and Dean Russel 
‘Leo, barn December 3, 1867 and one daughter, 
Cheryl Anne Vivian, born on February 1 18. 
‘Byron graduated from NAIT asa masiereiecr- 
lan and has fis own company, Lane Electric, 
Going work in Wetaskiwin, Ledue and Eemonton, 

Carolyn attended U of A, graduating with a 
Bachelor of Selence, then attended Veterinary 
College st Saskatoon, graduating with her Dr of 
Veterinary Medicine fn 1974 Ske married Don 
‘Thompkins of Regina on August 3, 1872, whois an 
engineer. ‘They have lived in Toronto and 
Czigary where Carelyn worked as 
Veterinarian. They Nave now moved to Regina, 
‘vith thelr son Joe Brian Who Was born on Ape 
38,1 

Loretta married Dale Cannard, August 38, 
1972 Both attended NATT, Loretta graduating in 
Drafting and sow working for Imperial Ol, and 
Dale graduating in Chemical Technology” and 
how working withthe Alberta Researeh Counc, 
‘They have just moved into thelr new home of 
Christmas Day whieh they but on an screage 
near Vimy, alberta 

David has attended U of A and worked with 
sheet metal shops on hs holidays. This summer 
he has tred his hand at carpentry work. He ex 
Joys the outdoors, spending as mich time as he 
fan camping, backpacking, and canoeing. He 
tnloys both cross-country and down-hil skin 

‘David has been instrumental in geting ws all 
Interested in shling, hiking, and- camping. So, 
most of our get togethers end up with us geting 




















out and enjoying an outing both summer and 
Winter, everyone tram grandme to the Wee ones, 

‘We all fect very blessed toliven a country as 
free and beautiful as Canada, May we all work 
Keep as much oft as naturally beaut as pss! 
bie for our future generations. 





WALDEMAR MOTTUS AND FAMILY — ty 
Esther At. Motus 

Walderear (Wally) Mottus was born in Varv, 
Estonla, December 8, 108, the youngest of the 
ight soas of Mr. and Mrs. Johan Mott, 

‘Atier an eventful Joumey to Canada (as 
desertbed inthe story of Lena and Jonan Mottas 
‘elsewhere in this book) Wally arrived in the 
‘Gilby district north of Eekvile on May 24,16, 
St the age of eight years. Johan Mottus died In 
‘ts andi became necessary for his sons fo ear 
{helen ving as soon as possible. At the age of 
fourteen Wally got his rst Job, harrowing lend 
‘with horses for Fritz Kinna. He walked behind 
the harrows in bare feet, not for lack af shoes, 
but because te preferred It that way. Tn tose 
ays most children went barefoot all summer. 

"From that time on, Wally was om his own. At 
age fifteen he went to Southern Alberta where he 
‘worked for farmers trom spring to freeze up, 
He came nome to Wood Lake forte winters. Por 
several years nls Ife foliawed the same pattern 
= southern Alberta in summer and Wood Lake in 
‘winter. Walle working for Harry Snell in Barons 
he operated the firs carn binder to be used is 
Alberta 

‘By being thrifty, Wally managed to save 
‘S000, With this wealth in his pocket he went to Ea 
‘monton tn 1927 and enrolled in Hempail Trade 
School where he took a course in Automotives 
‘and Tractor Mechanies. In 1991 he. got 8 Job 
‘Working for John Kemila Sr.) in his garage, do 
Ing repalr work at seventy-five cents an hour. 

Wally had a great love for the gutdoors, and 
enjoyed hunting and lshing. During the winter 
‘months of 1994 and 1985 he and two olher yong 
‘men established trap line about tisty- dive 
fnlles south-west of Rocky Mountain House, Fur 
Bearing animals were fairly plentiful and the 
fateh Was quite goed of squirrels, Weasels and 
lynx. When summer came he went ot southers 
‘Alberta, as usual 

‘mn 1858 he rented space in John Kemlla’s ga: 
age, and started hs own business, doing welding, 
machinery and_general repair: work. He 
"batched in'a ‘small one-room shack near the 
garage, At one time a irlend, Jack, was visting 
fim, Wally went to work in the morning leaving 
Jack sil asleep. When Jack awake he prepared 
to light a fire In the wood burning stove, using 
Kerosene. There. was one big: "bang". The 
Kerosene can expioded and the whole shack was 
enveloped in flames, Jack gota few burns whies 
\were, fortunately, not very serious and Wally 
Tost a his clothes and possessions. The shace 
‘was completely destroyed, Alter that episode he 























‘moved info the Kemila home where he got his 
oom and board 

“in 1867 Wally marvied Esther Nelsson, a 
teacher from south of Eckvile. This s where I, 
Esther, come info the story. 

My parents were farmiag in the Diamond 
valley district, They desperately needed help on 
the farm, s0 Wally gave up hls shop In eke 
tna moved to the farm. SY parents bought & 
bouse in Syivan Lake where they retired, Wall) 
fidnot give up hs shop work. He setup a shop in 
‘machine shed on the farm where he di hs wn 
fepalr work, as well as some work fr nelghbors. 
be spared no effort in making machinery run 
Smopthly and efilenty 

‘Farming continued to be his main occupa 
on. In 1949 Wally bought the fst corabine in the 
fistriet — a small John Deere. For three years 
estraight combined successuiy, tothe intense 
Surprise of those nelghbors who didn't believe it 
fod be done, 

‘My mother dled iy 1958, and my father came 
back othe farm olive with us In 1988 our first 
{hil Lucile Dorothy, was born, Two years later 
long came a son, Leonard Waidemar 

There were no gravelled roads in the rural 
aren at that ime, and no snowplows tn winter 
When Lucille reached school age. a provleri 
Teomed large. Flow was she to g0 fo school? The 
nearest school was four miles away. "There were 
no school busses. We dan relish the prospect of 
Ariving nor to school every day over roads whieh 
Were often impassable, and it was Too tar for 8 
‘mall child fo walk, s6 we decided to move. In 
IB we bought a house and a shop In Rocky 
Mountain House. Later in 184i we had a farm 
fvetion. Father moved with us to "Rocky" in 
{ime for Lucile to enter sehoo! there. Wally 
imide extensive renovations ta the shop he had 
Sought There was no water or sewage services 
In Rocky Mountain House in 1844, bul we 
‘Modernized and renovated the Rouse anyway 
pulling in our own water pressure system and 
fepite tank. 

"Father died in 1945, We didnt uke to leave 
‘ne mouse he had alll im the Diamond Valley 
empty. Empiy houses are ruined by meget, $0 
Srevhad the house moved to Tekville in 1852. Tt 
tras’ large house and it was aliieuit to move 
but the task was successfully accomplished. We 
haa the house moderalzed. and: redecorated. 
That house still stands in, Bekvile and 11s 
presently rented by James Keegstra it stands as 
E'imemorlal to the ploneer who bull ty my 
father; Nels Jobn Neleson 

‘Wally established a ibriving business in 
Rocky Mountain House, He had all the work he 
fould handle, and more, He was an agent for 
Homelite chain saws which fitted nicely int hls 
‘machinery and weldiag business. But Ife wasn't 
Al work and no play. Wally loved to curl, and 
furled regularly in the local curling club. He 
‘wea! fo bonspels in most central Alberta towns, 
4nd also took part in the summer bensplel 




















\Nelson, B.C. one summer. We took up bridge, 
and spent many pleasant evenings. playing 
bridge with friends. We all enjoyed camping 
and loved our numerous trips into the beautiful 
‘west country. In 1948 our third child, Linda 
Claire, was bora, 

‘Out life iv Rocky Mountaln House sas full 
and happy. Wally was active in the 1 Club. He 
Was elected to town counel fice, and was on 
‘ounell when the new arena was but He was 
‘s0 4’ member of he Masonle Ledge. Lwas a 
member ofthe L-O.B.8. Lodge, the .0.D.E., and 
P'taught: Sunday School inthe. Presbyterian 
CCnureh, Twas also a substitute teacher at the 
Recky' Mountain House Sehoo 

Tulle finished high sehool in Rocky, then 
took a business course In Edmonton afer whieh 
she worked in Port Radlum NWT, Ottawa, 
dnd Calgary’ as a stenographer. Leonard aso 
finshed high senoo! in Rocky then aitended Mon. 
tana'state University where he 100k his B'S. 
‘degree. He took his M, Se. degree at U. of A. 
‘oslogy and finally his Ph.D. degree at UofA 
in 181 He Is now vice-president of a consulting 
firm in Vancouver. Linda ‘ook grades one 
through ne in Rocky 

Tn 1oiz we bought some land on the N.W. 
shore of Sylvan Lake, and but modern nome 
inere in preparation for retirement. in 1983 Wal 
Iy'Sold his shop in Rocky, and we moved to 
Svan Lake, Linda’ entered high school In 
Bentley, After graduating from high senoo! Lin 
a took her nurses training in Foothlls Hospital 
IncCalgary, getting her RAN. degree in 199 She 
has “since’ Worked in Holy” Cross Hospital, 
Calgary, and Stanford’ University Hospital 
California 

Our children are all married. Lucile and 
‘Alex Sabados have three children, and Linda and 
rea Taylor have one chil, whlie Leonard and 
Sharon Mottus have thee children. Wally and 1 
fare enjoying gut retirement very much, We ike 
the peace and qulet of country lite and enjo the 
visite of flends and relatives, We can finally 
Say, inal sincerity, "Life is Beautiful” 


NETSEL, JOHN — by Viola 8. Cosby 

“Jonn Netsel nomesteaded the quarter next to 
my father's place NW 32-39-2-W5 onthe lake in 
the carly 1800's. He emigrated from ‘Norway 
when he was a Young sallor. He loved the great 
utdoors, and especially the water. He bull ow 
boats and also made a cabin boat. He used to 
{ake people, Including my mom and. dad for 
Tovely moonlight trips on Syivan Lake in hie 
Cabin boat. He ran his own savall for several 
Sears, using a steam engine for power 

‘On Christmas Day, 1818, he married Aurora, 
‘my father's sister, Uncle John spent aft of fs 
tine In the north in the winters. He had a cabin 
there, and tended to his trapline while Aunt 
‘Aurora stayed on the homestead. She spent alot 
other time visting nelghbors. Her gers were 
Says busy kallting socks and maltens. Hee 



































































pastime was reading cards and telling fortunes 
fom 'tea cups. She had a deep interest in the 
lives of people, and always was te organizer for 
familly get-togethers and parties, 

Tn her lifetime she had many careers, even 
having Worked as a detective for the Péderal 
Bureau of Investigation in New York City in the 
USA. She was a professional cook, and had 
worked ‘in number of famous hotels in 
Minneapolis, She immigrated to Saskatchewan 
and then to Alberta 

1 remember when she was the cook at the 
Exkvile Hotel in 19513992, That was when Tas 
attending the Eckvlie High Senoal, My room 
‘ate and 1 dropped into see her atten and usual 
Ty Bota plece af eake or pie. Being teenagers, we 
sufely apprectated her good cooking. 

‘When ve were children she enfertained us 
often with tales of her adventures, We enjoyed 
specially the stories of her fishing with her 
father in te fjords along the coast ot Norway 
She spoke several languages, 

“There was griet, (oo, in thelr lives, Thelr 
home by te lake burned fo the ground nine Late 
1800's, in 1855 Uncle John died in his 90th year 
Aunt Aurora continued to ive inthe little hore 
by the road, but too, burned tothe ground in 
18s2, leaving het heartbroken, as she Tost 
everything, Including her et dogs and eas, The 
Pika family took ner In nd cared for until the 
Summer of 1863, when she moved to her sister 
Sarat’s home where she died on November 2 
1863, In her 88th year. 


RYE NIEMELA FAMILY 

‘ArviNiemela’ came. trom Haspajarvi, 
Finland in 1828 to Vancouver, B.C. where he 
worked at various logging camps until moved 
to the Kexvile district where he practised his 
trade as a carpenter and is well known for the 
‘numerous houses and barns he but 

“He married Tija Talson in 18 an they have 
wo daughters, Mabel and Eleanor. Mabel 
(Eastwood) is iawyer in Vancouver and has 
tree daughters,” Claire, Judy and Susan, 
Eleanor (rs. Leo Popow ives in Lacombe and 
has three cildvea, Kelly, Greg and Lisa, 

The Niemalas are retived and have lived in 
Bentley for a number of years 


PALM, JOHN — HISTORY OF A HOME. 
STEABER 

‘Tuho (ohn) Fredrik Palm was born on July 
15, 1861 i Pyhajarv, Finland. Exactly why oF 
When he came To North Ameriea ts unkmown, 
Peraps, “like many other ‘Scandinavian Im: 
migrants, he had heard of a "better life and 
the’ opportunity to own land here. He worked at 
several obs i Nort America, Probably around 
4802 oF 1903, John Palm met Eva Johanne Ostin, 
also Finnish emigrant. She had been born 
Uusikaupunkl, Finland, on September 14; 157, 
Afr coming to North Americ, she lived for 3 
Wille in Montreal, working In a private home, 
‘The couple were married In Calumet, Michigan 
in 198, and moved shoray afterward to Butte, 
‘Montana, where Mz. Palm worked in mine 

Tt was also in Butte that ohn Palm saw a 
‘map of land available for homesteading in Alber: 
{2 (then part ofthe Northwest Territories), and 
he chose'a quarter section on the north bani of 
Svivan Lake, then known as Snake Lake. He fed 
his elaim by telegraph, paid the required $0 fee 
and went back fowork inthe ine fo buildup hs 
savings 

‘Members ofthe Palen family first arrived in 
Alberta in January, 190, when Ms, Palm made 
the journey by rail io Red Deer. With her were 
Yryear old Prank, Me. Palm's son by previous 
marriage in Finland, her sk Year old daughter 
Allie, and the couple's year-old son Willies Me, 
Palm meanwhe remained in Butte, Mrs. Palm 
and the children stayed in Red Deer for several 
days unt Mr. Koski of Eekville happened 
‘make the trip and gave them a lit 0 thease, 
During’ the next few months, the new arrivals 
stayed with the Herman Jobnson family, who 
lived about five miles from the Palm homestead 

Over the winter Prank crossed the frozen lake 
to the property. and withthe help of nelghbors, 
Dullt'a log shack. In September 198 his father 
arzived and the family’ moved into their nes 
home. 

“Although John had selected his land sight un 
seen, he must at least have been pleased with the 
natural beauty of the surroundings Tis home 
and farm bulldings were stuated ona. hill 
‘overlooking a bay of Syivan Lake. Throughout 














fea were stands of spruce, poplar and birch 
Inala setting which mt Nave reminded 
iim of Finland 

"Toobiain ie to homestead, a setler had to 
acquire 1) head of eatie and clear a spectied 
Amount of land — conditions that were not 
iivays easy for new nomesteaders to meet. But 
fhe settlers were sceustomed to sing thelr Wits 
in dittieuit situations, and meeting the 
fovernment’s conations was no exception. For 
ramps, it was sald hat eaile belonging to a 
dir. Upland were borrowed time and time again 
ty various neighbors wishing to show govern: 
‘ent inspector the requted number at cai. As 
‘rel vasa unusual fr Romesteaders to show 
hn nspector a cleared plece at land, lead the of 
ficial through thick Umber to another clearing, 
tng then perhaps on to third. After several 
‘eh expedltions, te Inspector could say that he 
iid seem in fotal the correct amount of clearing, 
When in fact he might have seen one patch of 

ang fom several different directions. But 

Tzovernment Inspectors “overlooked "such 
slings-ont 

Th tie early part ofthis century, se-reliance 
wag a necessity and the Romesteaders became 
Silica at all kinds of work, alftough not always 
trith good rerults Sueh was {Ne ease whem 3s 
Palm invented a harrow, made out of spruce. He 
left the boughs om the ee, each branch about @ 
fat long. He sawed the trunks in all, with the 
fiat side’ wp. Using wllow, he lashed’ on cross 
pisces and finally, added hats for the imple 
‘ment lobe pulled by horse. Came the day toniteh 























up the horse: Mr. Palm nad a standard harness, 
‘whieh included side blinds. But he was a kind 
man — perhaps abit too kind an this ceaslon — 
find i oeeurred to him that the Horse, too, should 
have the right to see. So he cut off the side blinds, 
‘The horse look one slated look atthe contrap 
tion behind him, ad took ff. John lost hold ot 
the teins, te hovee got away and both animal 
find harrow sent over the lake bank, the horse 
Jamaing on ss back. hr. Palm lost no time in ut 
ting. the tugs and freeing the arse. But the 
hharrow stayed in its watery resting place for 
years and i's a good bet that family and 
isienas ain't mention the harrow episode Too 
orten in John's presence 

The Palm's food supply was heavily depen 
dent upon the family cow, and a small garden 
Spot, But the sueroumalngs also offered many 
Sources of food, ‘With home-made nels and 
fingers made out of birch bark and stones fish 
‘were nelted and hooked, supplying the family, 
trinter and summer, with sk. Rabbits were 
Shared in winter, andin the fall ducks, geese and 
partriges supplemented the fall's meals, 
Raspberries, saskatoons and blueberries were 
‘canned for winter use. Some homesteaders ate 
Seer and bear meat. I was sald that Mrs. Patra 
Sivays kept a ketle of soup simmering an the 
Stove and that all visitors were fed, even ‘Rou 
She may have had to dd Ite water tothe pol 
Staples such as flour were carried by. Frank 
Palm trom Evarte store, a stop on the old 
frelght fell between Red Deer and Rocky Mus: 
fain House, 13 miles from the Palm homestead 























Coo), clear drinking water was provided by 
natural'floving springs in summer, and trom 
holes dug inthe iee during winter. Lake water 
however, Had fo be strained to remove’ small 
‘bugs. Ini or 1818 Jon dug hs own wel. Inthe 
disrict wells ranged between 19 and 80 feet In 
‘ep 

‘in 2810 the Palm family returned to Butte, 
Montana, 10 the mines: but they were back 
the homestead the following year 

CCearing of land was the biggest Job facing the 
settlers. In those days you were making 
headivay'if you eleared am acre of and each year 
as well as Reeping up the farm work. Grass it 
‘oth the slough and reed areas was évt with 2 
seyine and stacked for winter animal feed. One 
‘method. of clearing Umber was burning Tt 
epeatedly for two or three summers. Some of 
the timber onthe Palm place was so thick that it 
was almost impossible to burn, In 3911 Ms. Palm 
bbogan logetng nd hired a man to saw the poplar 
timber witha steam engine. The sawing was 
done on shares with the sawyer getting halt of 
tne lumber and Mfr. Palm used some ofthe ough 
lumber fr his ova neds and sold he rest fort 
teen dollars per thousand 

‘An important agrteultaral milestone im the 
community oecurzed wnen Henry Talson bought 
4 hansl-fed type of threshing machine, Called 3 
Stanley Jones thresher, ithad astationary motor 
and a siraw carrier onto whlch the mer forked 
piled straw. In 1918 Jotn and three neighbors, 
Oscar KarJala, ‘Henry Johnson anda Mr 
Leukums, forméd a company and bought hele 
wn threshing machine for two thousand dollars 
They paid for It by doing custom work for other 
nelghbors 

‘John hada second sideline, leather tannecy, 
run It’ co-operation with Pete Helappa. The 
‘operation consisted of 3 1og building housing fo 
‘Wooden tanks about seven feet in diameter and 
five feet deep. Cow or horse hides were frst 
Soaked in the lake to often ther, Willow Bark 
cut and gathered in summer was cut into two 
Inch lengths and added to one of the tanks, The 
{animal hair was removed in the inte barrel 
After thorough cleaning, the hides were placed in 
ine tannery for six weeks. ‘They Wwere sired, 
hammered, and worked until they were pliable 
and ready io use. Mr. Palm made footwear for 
his family and-nelghbours, as well as horse 
arness and similar tems 

Danger and health problems were a way of 
te forthe early homesteaders. The food supply 
yas at times uncertain and a shortage of good 
{ood contributed to liness and death lant mor 
{ality was high. Taree of the Palm children dled 
in Infaney due to prolonged sickness, no doctor 
fr medicine. Mary (Nelsen) was born in 3814 
‘There was litle money for anything beyond e's 
necessities, and of course, hard work and new 
problems aways faced the setters 

Black bears were often bothersome. A nearby 
homesteading minister had been troubled by & 




















bear robbing his supplies. One evening the 
minister saw movement at the window, 0 
‘grabbed his gun and shot the offender. ‘The 
fotlowing evening he again saw movement at the 
‘window. Thinklng that the bear had had aflend, 
the minister again took his gun and shot ~ only 
to-discover he had killed his one and only cow 

‘The settlers around the north end of Syivan 
Lake gradually developed a eommanity spittin 
a6 they met and decided to request post a. 
fice, Mz. Palm was delegated to. send in the 
‘ppitcaton, waich was granted. It then Decamne 
his duty to make a weekly trip to Bekeille to plek 
up the mail. For this service Me. Palim was paid 
fifteen dollars per month, a welcome adaition 10 
‘he family income. The post office continued ur 
til stay 2,122, when Mn, Carte began dellver 
Ing mail’ on a route trom Bentley. Probably 
because of the mall service, the area became 
‘Known as Palm Bay and that name was used on 
birth certificates and other effleal documents 
for years, 
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Saturday night was, of course, sauna nlght 
Saunas in the setlement were the old type, on 
Ssling of an open fze in the center of steam 
fom with a pipe to let the smoke out. Every 
Saturday’ evening perhaps six or eight visitors 
Would arrive af the Palm tome, for thelr mall 
nda bata, First the women and iris would visit 
the sauna: then the men and boys, A refreshing 
fp in the Jake Usually accompanied the bath 
The rest of the evening was spent in conversa’ 
tos, ending With colfee and Tune, Sanday was 2 
day’ ot rest, with people completing only 
hecessary work. Papers were read, and 
Beghbors visited, 

‘Boating, simming, and the annual Finnish 
mid'summer hollday’in Jone were. the main 
‘Simmer activities, Around 199 the Elspeth and 
Young People's Halls were bulli, and. the 
Guickly became centres for dances, bax Soc 
{ind Christmas concerts, adding greatly 10 the 
omni le, 

“Toba Palm continued to farm untl about 157, 
when he retired to Sylvan Lake. He dled of 
September 2, 1998 and Mrs. Palm aied April 2, 
1913. Both ave buried in the Sylvan Lake 

Tis ineresting to try to imagine what Me 
and Mrs. Palm Would think of what has beeere 
St tete property today. Nothing remains of theit 
Dulldngs. Most of the quarter has been cleared, 
4nd the land belongs tos developer who wil soon 
Uke chop the property tao what the realestate 
Irade might call “prime lakeside lots", which 
Wl sell at prices far beyond Jonn Palm's wildest 
reams. We ean de nothing but accept the situa 
ton, dad perhaps occasionally reflect upon the 
homosteaders who fist setted on the land. 











RUSSELL, DOUGLAS H. 
Douglas H. Russell was born in Edinburgh, 
Scotland and came to Canada in 1807. He and his 
brother, Len, worked for farmers in southern 
Alberta’ prior fo buying. adjoining land three 
inlles west of Trocku, Alberta. Douglas married 
Edith M. Smith tn 18H, Douglas and Ealth have 
reslded in Victoria forthe past several years but 
have come back vo Alberta every simmer 10 
Spend time at thelr cotage at Pigeon Lake 

‘While Douglas and Balthllved at Troehv (wo 
sons were born Ian and Alan, Dry years during 
{he 1890's made it necessary for Bath to return 
{o'the teaching profession, and she secured a 
teaching position at the Diamond Valley senool 
4 183 Douglas purchased the E 4402505, onc 
mile west of Bayle School, where Edith was, 
Teaching at that time, 

“In T840 the family moved from Trochu to the 
new farm. ‘They had been Falsing, Clydesdale 
Horses and Shorthorn catle, and these were 
moved fo the new farm. Thelr frst dwelling was 
{granary borrowed from Vitor Johanson then 
| femporary house was bull during the suramer 
ft 10, in alton 1 abby Ib foot straw-rooted 





Dara and & slorage shed, the shed sil beng 

‘Less than 30 aeres were cultivated when the 
farm was purchased, but through the Years from 
1940 to 1948 the more easly cleared portions of 
‘the land was cleared by the family, but after this 
fustom clearing. was’ done. Douglas sod his 
(Ciydesaate horses in 1981 and bought hs fr 
tractor, a 198 Walls. The next tractor acquired 
‘Was i948 John Deere "D" purchased in 190, 
‘Tals tractor Is stl used on the farm during Nay 
Ing season. 

‘tn 167 Douglas discontinued active farming, 
but Edith continued teaching at Bove, Salma 
Evarts, Condor, and various other schools Unt 
her retirement in 196 

Tan Tussell began his electrical appren 
ticeshp in 1950 and has been working at that 
trade since then, his work mainly belng in Fa 
tonton. In 1855 he maeried Doris Upton, {rom 
Rumsey, and they have a son, Kevin. in spite ot 
hearing problems ‘hat eventually Ted {0 total 
Geatness, fan has continued fo work at his trade 
Siecessfuly 

“In 1995 Alan marsied June Johnson from 
Clandonala, and they have two sons, Brian and 
Gary. For about 10 years Alan was employed by 
fil companies, In 1963 Alan and June Wought the 
home farm and have resided there sinee 1904 
‘Thelr holdings were Increased by the purchase of, 
the Abert Westphal quarter in 1971 apd the El 
Karjala quarter n 19%, These two quarters ad 
Jota the Rome fare 














‘THE ERIC SOLBERG STORY 

"Erle and’ Mattea Solberg were married in 
Romedal, Norway, on June 6, 1878. After a fet 
Years they decided to make a move fo America, 
So Erie left to find a place for his familly. A year 
Tater, Mfrs, Solberg’ set out with four young 
children, Marie, Ole, John and Anna, to oln her 
husband: Bost travel in those dave was not a5 
Tuxurious or comfortable ax we know it today. 
She ilked to toll the story of ow they had 
purchased © good, strong engih of material, 
Ffomvaien neha fashioned a cove died with 
Strate to use as a mattress for the Journey across 
{he ocean. The intention was to have the material 
for use in thelr new home. The day eame when 
they would be leaving the sip and she decided 
that gow was te ime to empty out the strat, 80 
she dragged the mattress over to the rail and 
Was attempting to shake out the straw. The cap, 
fain ofthe ship saw her strung with ly nd, 
thinking that i was her intention te dispose of 
he came to fer assistance. To her reat dismay, 
with a mighty push, he shoved the entire mat 
tress overboard. Her preclous plece of material 
was gone! 

“They journeyed to Sisson, South Dakota, 
US.A, where they put Up a sod hous, The fis 
winie was a hard one, with bizeards sweeping 
Over the wide-open pralic, sow so deep as 1 
over the windows and block the doorway. They 




















lived many miles from a town where supplies 
could be purchased, so It meant a journey of 
Several days with a team and wagon to g0 10 
fown and back for the necessary groceries and 
Sundry other. items needed forthe home, 
Needless to say, these trips weren't frequent, 

The Solberg home was situated next tan in 
dian reservation, so it was not uncommon to 
have frequent visits from the Indians. ‘The Tr 
dans a this time were sil somewhat savage, 
Dut the Solbergs, whe a bit apprebensive, never 
really feared for thelr lives. Mrs, Solbefg Was 
alled on acassionaly to act as mid wite by the 
Indians. she was wel liked by them and they 
eventually referred. to. her as’ their” “White 
Mother" 

Tn 1907 Mr. and Mrs. Solberg once again 
decided (0 make'a move, so they came north to 
Canada to settle inthe district west of Bentley 
Here they setled and farmed on NE 9.40.2.03, 
‘The land was covered with heavy bush and had 
to'be cleared by hand, but Mr. Solberg was 
Strong man snd It wasnt long before he had 3 
few aezes opened in which to plant a erop. Their 
{wo eldest Sons, Ole and Joh, had come tothe 
area'a few years earler. 
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Thelr experiences in this new country 
however, were not tobe without its share of anx” 

and tragedy. The fist night fn this district 
was spent at the home of thelr son Ole. ap. 
Proximately one half mile north of where the 
Eovle sol was to stand in future years. On the 
following morning their youngest son, clght 
year-old Gilbert, had gone outdoors with the In 





tention of Inspecting and exploring. the sur 
Toundlngs. Having come ftom the bald praicie of 
South Dakota, ne was, no doubt, Intrigued by the 
abundance of tal trees. He spled'a squirel and 
Started fo tolow its antes ih the tzee Tops. Of 
course he soon became lost and couldnt find his 
way back to the house. There were no roads ot 
fence lines to follow. He walked all day. and 
towards evening he came upon a house. Even at 
this young age he woulda’t admit that Ne was lost, 
for iungry. However, he went to the door, 
Knocked, and asked the bachelor there for a 
tink of water. The Dacnelor, a Mr. Schrader. 
eallzed thal the cla Was lost 30 Be tok him In, 
fed him, and kept him there forthe night, oF unt 
such time as sameone came searching for hin: A 
Search party had been organized by this tiie, 
swith the pre-arranged signals of rfte shots 16 
“Signy when he was found-—one shot if ded, oF 
two shots if alive. Mr, Schrader's home: was 
about one mile south of where in later years 
Salma School was to be situated. So Gilbert had 
wandered 2 considerable distance taroagh te 
Woods trom the house inthe Boyle district. I is 
Veith certainty that there was a joyous reunion. & 
few years later tragedy struck when their 16 
year-old son, Fawn, dled as the result ofa hun 
ting acetdent 

‘Mr and Mies. Solberg were active n the com 
‘munity and were among the early members of 
the congregation of the Vig Lutheran Church, 
Mrs, Solberg was ane of the founding members 
tthe Church Ladies Ald. Tele door was aways 
‘pen to whomever should pass thelr way" and 
{hey made everyone welcome. It was the site of 
‘any’ coramuniy plenies and dances, 100, Mrs 
Solberg, having been  dairy-mald during het 
youth inthe ald country, tas espectally adept at 
aking many’ varieties of cheeses: Perhaps T 
Should explain here that being a. dairy-mald 
Teant that the young girs would (ake the dalry 
cows: up on the mountainsides. to summer 
pasture, Here ther duties were not ony to herd 
the cows, but to eare forthe ral and cream by 
‘making butter nd cheese 

Mrs, Solberg would spend long hours earding 
and spinning great amounts of homespun yarn 
Which she would kit into warm socks, mitens 
And other garments for her family One member 
ther family recalled how often he would waken 
fn the moraing to the familiar whirr-s of the 
Spinning wheel, roll vet for a few more minutes 
of peaceful sleep, secure in the feeling of well 
being. To Mrs. Solberg, the time spent al her 
planing wheel was iruly relaxation, Air 
Solberg too, had’ ls abby, which was the 
gathering of soft silow shoots, These he would 
Soakin water for atime to make them supple and 
these he would fashion into baskets of various 
Sees. Some of these baskets were even used as-a 
bed fora young baby. Loving ehildren as he did, 
there were many of his grandchildren and great 
randehildren who were the recipients of his 
Rand-woven willow ‘atti, Mrs. Solberg. was 








































































slays willing to lend a helping hand whenever 
heeded and many a time she was called on fo act 
fs mid-wile, She Helped to bring maay 2 baby 
inte tne worid, asthe nearest doctor at that time 
was In Lacombe 

‘Mr, and Mrs, Solberg farmed until the mi 
twenties when they sold thelr farm equipment 
nd reiired. For a short me they ited na 
bouse owned by thelr son in-law, BG. Brickson. 
This house was on the sid "Kidd" place. Prom 
there they moved Into a house owned by thelr 88 
Ole while a new house was being constructed for 
them on the morta shore of Sylvan Lake. (Tass 
now part of Tne Breakers subdiviston,) Tas was 
2 Tog heuse built by the late Vietor Johanson 
Eventually they moved Into this house where 
they were to spend thelr remaining years. Asin 
the years on the farm, this home, fo, proved to 
be a gathering place for many 4 faonly plenle 
8nd get-togethers for the community ic loved 
{o'go out In hs rowboat and catch 2 fish oF two 
{brdinner. Matthea continued with her saving 
4nd knlfting throughout the years. Summer das 
would find her out searching forthe wild 
uspberrles that grew so abundandy Inthe bush 
lone the lakeshore. She had always had cow or 
tore to care for and these she refused to part 
wth until a very few vears before her death 
Enc was very proud of hls garden, especially the 
fact that he was able to grow a plum tree from 
feed that eventually bore fruit” At thal ti 
there were very few frutiprodueing trees inthe 
tea, It any 

"They celebrated thelr Diamond Weeding An 
nlversary in June, 199. At that time there were 
St grandchildren’ and” 48. greal grandchildren 
Ene passed. away in November, 1341 and 
Matinee followed im February, 1943, They are 
buried in the cemetery of ihe Vig Lutheran 
Charen, now known as Grace Latheran Cure, 

“There. were eight children. Marie became 
Mrs. P. (Pele) Christiansen, Marie and Pete 
had id children before Marie passed away in 





























June, 1967, Ole married Allie Palm and they had 
two sons. Ole dled in January, 1876 Joba, who 
‘murtiea Sophia Vig, had 16 children. Por many 
Years John Was the fail earrer between Bentiey 
nd Rimbes” He lived in ls own home in Bentley 
‘until November, 189%, when, at the age of 
ears, he became a resident of the Eckville 
Manor in Eekvile. Besides being well knowa for 
the Norwegian rocking chalrs whieh ne makes, 
his abiity to handle the fiddle and the bow has 
‘won him many trophies im oldtime fing eon 
{ests in Red Deer, Stettler and. Rimbey. Mr 
Solberg and hls fiddle nave kept company Yor the 
past 7s years-since he bought second hand "0, 
lay his fst square dance In 1004. He recently 
picked up his golden violin fo play for his son 
Eaiwin's golden wedding anniversary party i 
Leeda 

‘Anna married Aldor Elund. To them eight 
cnlidren were born, Anna died in Sidney, BC in 
February, 197, 

Sever married Bertha Benson and to them 
were born nine children, He passed away in 
February, 1917 

Edwin dled at the age of 16 years as a result of 
‘hunting aceident 

‘Minnie married E.G. (Fred) Exiekson, They 
had four children. Fred passed away’ In 957. 
48is Minnie marvied J, E. (Jack) Sunnell, She 
nove lives in her home in Sylvan Lake 

Clbert married Olga Johanson. There were 
three sons born to them, Gilbert paseed away’ in 
uly, Isr 





SOLBERG, OLE AND AILIE 

‘Ge and’ Allie Solberg were married October 
4s, 1818 by Pastor Hjortos at Sylvan Lake, Alber 
1a! Allie was the former Ale Palm. Olé came 
fom North Dakota in 1906 to ile his homestead 
Inthe Boyle district. alle grew up in the same 
distlet at her home at Palm Bay’ 

‘Ole nada good sense of humor and enjoyed 
‘the many’ lle praaks he played. He cared deep 








ly for his horses. In the early days, Oe's hobby 
‘Was auction sales. Ole eventually Bought the 
‘John Palm farm, aie’ home. 

Allie was kno\n for her gardening and plants 
Sheenjoyed carding snd spinning wool which she 
‘sed to knit many‘ pairs of socks and mitts as 
well as heavy sweaters, 

Many teachers of the Boyle School boarded at 
the Solberg home. 

‘le and Alte had two sons, Melvin and Fred 
Melvin married Hilda. Meling. of Abbotstord, 
B.C. They have five children: everly, James 
Barty, Raymond and Sharon, They reside in Ab: 
botstard, B.C. Pred lives in Montfeal, Quebec 

Allie and Ole celebrated thelr Soth Wedding 





anniversary in 968, shortly after retiring to their 
home in Benalto. Ole passed away on January 1, 
1806 at the age of 82 He Is butted in the Vig 
Cemetery, west of Bentley. Since then, Alle has 
resided in Red Deer 


VIG, CARL 

Came from North Dakota in 3000 — lived with 
his parents and other members ofthe family = 
fled on a homestead — SE 9.40.3 the Bove 
istrict before he was. 20, In 1816 he married 
Alice Petty who came from Colorado when she 
yas 11 years ola to live with her father Hear 
Petry on hs homestead in the Sunset Hills 
‘hey’ moved t0 thelr own place in 1916 lived 
‘ier til 1927 with four members of thelr farnily 
— moved to SW 15402'W5 where five younge? 
Ghildren were raised 

iste married Harold Brattberg — has four 
cnildren 

CGhester married Rubyrose Benson — has five 
calldren 

Howard married Joyce Atherton — was 
married In England diving the war —they had 
five children “toward and one daughter died in 
fan accident ia 1858, Chester and Howard served 
In the Second Worta War returning home in 33, 

Doris married Ole. Skjonsberg "has five 
cnllaren 

art married Bernice Johnson — has nine 
cenildren 

Bernice has six ehlldren 
Dethert ~ deceased July, 196 
Doreen fas four children. 
Donna has four chen 


































Carlos 


AMBURY GEORGE — by Florence Bobier 

‘George Ambuy, is wife and faraly, Alma, 
Daisy, George Sr Chale, Justin, Lucy, and 
Rilen came fo liven the south svest part f the 
CConos district. George fled on he SW 10415 In 
January 191 and. was. soon active in the 
beganization of @ school district. Infact, he was 
‘chairman of the first meeting called. All the 
thildren” attended. the Washington Heights 
School, and Alma went into the teaching protes 

“The family were all avid readers, and Mrs. 
ambury was'an excellent seamstress and did a 
into knitting. It ls recalled that she would often 
eit mitts and socks and read aloud tothe family 
atthe same lime, Thelr log house has stood for 
‘any years. While at the Romestead the family 
{lays hauled their water from the spring about 
{ttnlle or 0 south 











BERGMAN, A. 

Ty Gloria Katherine (Block) Bergman was 
born om my father's (ftasmus CAristan Block) 
farm SW 3141-95, with Mrs. Bert Moore and 
Mrs. William Lees in attendance 

attended Aurora school for ine years, with 
Mrs. Gladys Beckett as my teacher. took cor. 
Tespondence for one year-and attended 
Leslievile hig school for'one year. On July 2, 
1, T married Arthur Bergman of Blackfas, 
Ala, ‘and we moved into our own ‘home {n 
Blackfatds. 

‘My tusband Arthur, was born in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba on November 13,182, 1s family 
moved to Vernon, B.C, when he was tree years 
bia, He lived there until he was 18 years od, then 
the family. moved’ to Edmonton where Art 
learned the plumbing and plastering trade. Then 
‘Arts family’ moved fo Blacktalds, where he was 
inthe stuccolng trade throughtout central Alber. 
ta unell 1941 











BLOCK, RASMUS CHRISTIAN — by Bob 
Campbelt 

‘Rasmus Christian Block was born tn Den 
marion Maveh 1, 1885. About 1806 he came to 
Tole ia the United States where ne worked for 
Danish farmer. Later he worked in Lincoln, 








febraska at a rallway roundhouse for 17¢ an 
hour. An apple ple cost be. For several falls he 
worked ofa steam engine powered threshing 
machine in North and South Dakota. 

Tn fhe spring of 1815 hr. Block and Mr, Board 
came to Bentley, Alberta, with two Waterion Bay 
{ractors, made by Jonn Deere. They used these 
tractors to break iand in the area, ir. Bosra 
Sayed few years, then sold his tracior and 
Feturned to the United States. 

‘Around 198 Mr, Block bought Hudson's Bay 
land wien he later sold to Clarence Damron. He 
then moved to Rimbey where he showed silent 
movies, He also hauled mall from imbey 10 
[Bentley fora few vears. He sold his movie outtit 
And bought the SW 31425 n the Carlos district 














from Jack Brebber tn the fall of 1820, moving 
here in the spring of 192, 

He was a member of the Alberta Wheat Pool 
For about nine years he was secretary for he 
Aurora School dsiriet. Mr. Block passed away 
‘on May 24, 1988 


PIONEER DAYS OF MR. AND MRS. §, 
CAIRNS ~ by Hilda Cairns 

They called it "back tothe land”, but Leal tt 
yack to the bush”. which Was a big change for 
tus prairie folks, There were stx families who 
Shipped cattle, horses, and household articles 
from Medicine Hat to Rimbey, alberta, the 
Fallray station nearest to our destination. We 
‘ame by tran, and some of the men folks came 
With the equipment on the train. After unlosding 
And reloading from the steck cars, we started on 
fur way, which was about 25 miles west tothe 
Aurora’ District at that time. ‘The roads were 
nearly’ impassable as It was one of those wet 
Springs fn’ 1933. After & long tiresome trip we 
arrived at the desertea “Indian Cabins”. was 
like a small village, as there were sx families 
‘and about 22 young folks, most of them of schoo] 
fg. What an experience! Some of the folks had 
never been avvay trem eity lights 

‘ME. Calens (always known a8 Stub") and 
myself, Hilda, had three bovs at that time. Elton, 
te oldest, wis 13 years old, Raymond was 1b 
Years old and Gordon eas lent years 01d They 
all attended. the Aurora School, where they 
fecelved a Grade 8 education. We didnot stay on 
the original lang, but farmed wits Mr. H.Preltag 
ona share baste 

Tater we had a new adaition tour family —a 
Lie gle, Yvonne, born on November 12,1935. As 
the boys grew up ey lett he distri, Raymond 
returned to Medicine Hat for & visit, as he ha 
Several uncles and aunts there, on his father's 
sid, He got work inthe ammuniion factory, and 
later Gordon Joined him there. Elton joined the 
army in 1941. Soon after this Raymond also 
Joined, and Gordon joined the navy. 

‘Abcut 184, we left the district, ss we were too 









































{far trom transportation when the boys had left 
home, We went to work for J. Sunell im the 
Blacktalds District fora time. Later, as Yvonne 
became of school age, we moved 1 Sivan Lake, 
Mr. Calrns had a dray busines for several years 
Dut when the gas was piped in, he gave Up his 
horses and wen! to work for anol company for 
several years. We bought our ome here. In 
Sylvan Lake in 1012, and have lived here ever 
since. We celebrated our. golden wedding. an 
rlversary in 1910, Mr. Cairns. (Stub). passed 
fway very suddenly in 1972. Ip 197, 101d the 
Home and now live inthe Sylvan Manor. 


‘A ttle more about my family 

Eton married Edna Snell in 195, They have 
one son, Garry, who lives in Edmonton 

"Raymond married Murlel Chapman in 193, 
and they have. iwo-gitis, Raymond took up 
Tesidence In Medicine Hat before. going 
‘overseas, and stl ves there, Muriel passed 
away in gt 

Gordon married Evylin Rost in 1951. They 
had two boys. Doug was Killed In a pipeline acct 
dent in 1873. Bon sa professional hockey player. 
(Gord and Pv adopted a litle boy, Martin a 155, 
‘They live in Calgary, 

‘Yvonne married George Ross tn 1957. They 
had two boys, Datey. and Dwight, and a ie 
Crystal’ They’ all made Their Romie In Sylvan 
Lake where they all went to school 

‘There are many things left out of our years 
since then, but space won't permit telling ofall 
our experiences. Thave made many new flends 
Dut stil miss the old pioneer friends 








CAMPBELL, GLADYS AND FAMILY. 
(Gladys Andrews was born January 3, 905 9. 
George and Lena Andrews in Ruck, Oklahoma, 
‘She came to Lacombe in the spring of 1908 They 
‘moved to ahomestead at Buffalo Lake in the fall, 
of 1805, In 1022 Gladys married Bill Campbell, 
On August 17, 187%, 2 son, Robert Campbell, 
was born. On August 1, 1984 Clifford was bors 
‘and Charile arrived on November 11, 188, He 











passed away in February 1927 atthe age of three 
month, 

“Tn 1898 the Campbells separated and on 
January 12, 1890 Gladys Campbell came fo keep 
iouse for RC. Block, inthe Aurora district. In 
‘April 1890 Giadys went back to Basta, Alberta 
{o bring her sons, Bob and Clifford, back wit 








J. R, CORNFORTH — by Lavina Robinson 

‘The. Joe Cornforih family arrived in the 
Leedale District in the spring af 180. Previously 
they had lved at Belseker, where Joe was a 
Sarber, and als at Joffrey and Rimboy. Finally, 
they settled on the SE 24-15-15, right next doar 
tothe. Aurora: School, which was Kept ell 
‘Sipplied with Cornforth children for the next 16 

‘Mi. and Mrs. Cornforth had a lange family, 
and ali Were born at home except the last ane, 
‘umber 13, He ras born inthe Rimbey Hospital 
Occasionally, Dr. Byers would make a call atthe 
fam, but if was alvays houre after a baby was 
born, Each new baby’ Was cause for great excite 
‘ent for ll members ofthe family, and oh, how 
wre loved thore litle bundles! 

‘Starling in 1818 with Ruby. the eldest, there 
followed Jean, Clara, Sidney, foc, Ivan, Lavina, 
Blaine, Lorraine, Ben, David, Katherine and 
Delberi, the youngest in 1840. On February If 
18S Sidney passed sway’ th the Rimbey Hospital 
and in March, 109 Joe Jr. was killed ina truck 
ceident at Lodgepole. By" 1976 the Cornforth 




















clan numbered. 11 living ebiidren, 34 
‘randchlldren and 52 great grandehllaren, 
Dir. Cornforih. was an ardent trader and 





Gealer. He also cut ot of posts and wood, and 
Sold thereto provide for the needs of his growing 
family. Ruby soon went cut fo. workin the 
Belscker ares, and Jean and Clara, when about 
years of age, went to work in the Bentley area, 
‘They started their Jobs at $5. per month, and 
gradually increased to S15. a month. Out of this 
‘rage they managed to send home a few dollars 








each month to help 
‘members of the family 

“There was a small lean-to addition on the 
north side of our house, wherefor many years We 
Soarded a succeston of schoolteachers for extra 
{ncome, For some years previous to 2945, the 
‘mom of this large househeld of children made 
‘Weekly cream pick-ups in the district and 
Gelivered the cans to Myers" Store in Leedale. 

Mr. Comforth served as trustee anda 
secretary on the Aurora Schoo! Board for many 
‘Years He was the oly old Santa Claus for many 
Sears at aurora's Christmas concerts, When he 
faved to Ontario he carried on the Christmas 
Sonts traditon in Eaton's siore In Lindsay, On 
{ano for many Years. The last two years even 
‘Senta got modernized, and he landed at the store 
by helicopter. 

Mrs. Comnforth was a member of, anda hard 
worker for, the Ladies Sevring Club as long as 
She lived inthe district. At a farewell party the 
Club presented her with a cushion veith all the 
members" signatures hand embroidered on I 
She and all her children attended the Aurora, 
Church and Sunday Shoo 

Tn the early spring of 16 Dad Coraforth and 
laine let for Ontarie to ind anew pace for the 
fest of the family to move on. Many relatives 
Already lived down east 

‘On April 8, 1946, Russel Cole, of Rimbey, a 
young, Dut promising auetloneer, held his very 
Hirst auction on the farm of the Cornforths 
Several days later Ivan and Joe took mon, along 
with five brothers and sisters, by teain and 
Wagon to the Lesiievile railway station, There 
Mis, Cormforth bade farewell to Alberta, and 
headed for 8 new ite in rural Ontario The Cor 
forths tone six oftheir ehlldren fo Ontario, and 
Jef six grown-up ones in Alberta 

‘ioe and Mrs. Cornfortt celebrated thelr Sot 
wedding anniversary on Noveraber 14, 1998. Mr. 
Cornforit passed away on January 28,197, and 
Mrs, Cornforth on Apel 1, 107, In Lindsay, On 
tan 


support the younger 




















ELLIOT, ELMER — by Jack Euot 
Barly in the spring of 1991 Dad loaded wp alt 
the machinery on a hay tack, and grain tank for 
amove toa farm in the Aurora eistriet west of 
Leedate, Accompanying him on the trip was his 
brother.in fav, Lou Hicks, Both men drove four 
horse outfits and trailed anolher team on the 
grain boxes. They cooked and slept outside, but 
fad binder canvasses to make shelter fran dd 
Dad and Mother decided to leave the farm 
‘ey had bought In 1875 ght miles east of High 
Fiver. Drought and grasshoppers; along with the 
‘depression made them think that a move To a 
homestead would be no Worse choice 

Dad, Charles Eimer Lavfavette Elo, was 
born in 1890 at Burford, Ontario, and Mother 
Ruby Pearl Hleks, was born in 182 near Sarnia, 
Ontario, Dad carme with his folks to settle west of 
High Tiver in 1906, and MotNers folks seftied 
just south of High River in 1918, Mother and Dad 
‘were marvied at High River In 816. There were 
Une children born there by 1922, Chatile, Tack 
4nd Gardon. Shortly after Cordon was born the 
folks moved to. Sarnia, Ontario where "Dad 
Worked for Imperial Olin the surrounding ol 
Hels. 10125 trey moved back to igh River and 
{he farm they bought. While in Ontarlo. a fourth 
hoy was born to the family, Walter 

Tmnmediately after school was out im 1804, 
Mother along with to boys slarted the trip of 
trailing 13 head of eattie accompanied by ‘a 
team, Bennett wagon, and all the camping gear 
fon the same 200 mile route that Dad had taken 
farlier that spring. As far as Calgary dJack and 
Gordon were with. their mother, but trom 
Calgary to Leedale, Gordon and Walter had tte 
tralling chore. Mosi ofthe trip as blessed with 
{ood weather: Every day there was the constant 
Droblem of eatte along, or on, the road getting 
‘mixed ‘with our herd.” On two occasions the 
horses broke Ieose and irled to go home. The tp 
foo 2 days, From Calgary north the pasture on 
the road sides was quite good, but on the whole 
trip t took 2 ot of foot work to keep the cattle 
moving along. 

‘The summer of 1934 was abnormally dry st 
‘our new home, Dad had the Wallace farm reated 
for that year: "The hay erop that year was Very 
oor ar none existent. Part of the cattle herd was 
Sold for what ile could be realized in the hopes 
of belng able to winter the cows ana calves: he 
‘change trom the pralrle to bush for the eatle and 
horses foots tll and many’ didnot live to see 
the grass next spring. There was shortage of 
good feed along with shortage of money, that as 
the lot of homesteading inthe mid thirties 

‘Gordon and Walter went to Aurora sctoal that 
trst year. There was avery lange enrolment for 
‘ne teacher to handle. Most every quarter Was, 
‘ceupied by 2 homesteader in 193954, Many of 
the homesteads were neavy bush land, With few 
livestock and no cropland most of the 
omesteaders got obs im saw malls or working 





{or nelghbors, The highest wage was about Sa 
day. Most of the Js were atthe rate of $0 815, 
‘pet month with board: With the long hours spent 
‘working outside and much of (in the coldy ft 
ade a person appreciate the end of long day 
The crackling log fe, a satlstying if not taney 
‘meal; family, frends ana companionship were 
the essence of ving and hope for te future 

“Jobs Inthe summer often entaled Teaving the 
aisistet forthe prairie to get a litle better pay 
Sind steadier work, Some of these rips were 
probably. parlly wonderlust from being. teen 
lagers. Most years we came back in tite for 
harvest, During the "a's Thauled bundles for 
‘Tom Cummings, Harry. Thomas, Fellx and 
Elmer Mattews, Jervel Maddox and Artie and 
Stanley Hollingsworth. ‘Those threshing. excur 
slons, aside from the i hour days did give us 
{hance to meet many farmers, and get better 
‘acquatnted with the district 1° surprising, but 
ost of the farmers Kept thele daughters pretty 
Busy While the thresers were around. The hard 
work didn't stop the hilarity of finding a barley 
bbundie tor a'bed partner of a greased outhouse 
Seat for after dark use, (1 dia hear rumors that 
the gentleman of the house had made the frst 
trip'to tte outhouse and not the daughter 
though 

In the winter of 1934-5 a shining star started 
ver the norizon that gave most everybody a it 
{He mare hope. A Social Credit group was formed 
al Aurora that held meetings every two weeks, 
followed by a dance, The sehool was crowded for 
every event. There Was lots of discussion at 
every meetiag along with lots of expectation, 
About ‘the ime the meeting ras over. the 
Tetreshments would arive, It helped get the 
lance off o a good start as well as kept going 
tothe fate hours of the moralng (The delay ald 
for the bottle seemed a small price to pay). The 
Iusie was supplied by Ival and Teall Johnston, 
Teddy Evernden, the Lyons" family, as well a 
oer musilans who happened ta come through 
‘he district. 

nthe simmer of 1885 our youngest brother, 
Ronald, was born. We were in the process of 
bullding a house on dad's homestead where good 




















Dullding logs were easy to come by. The lumber 
fame from logs taken to Lawton's mil where 
‘hey! were sawed ona share or cash basi, We 
moved to the homestead in the spring’ of 199, 
ter living the previous winter in the hip rooted 
Jonson Rouse That was owned then by Wilson 
one (ww 35), 

“January of 196 wil be remembered as one ot 
the coldest experienced, The thermometer hov- 
{red at oF below —60 F (about 0 C) for three 
‘weeks. It barely got to 3 or 40 agrees below 
{minus 40 C) in the day time, It took most ot the 
time fo Just nau! wood and buck tt up for stove 
Jengtis. Trips out to haul teed and get groceries 
‘meant really dressing warmly and doing alot of 
‘alking behind the out. Moon vehicle rate 
Was one existent in the winter. ‘The narrow 
{Gauge slolgh tracks over tne snow drifts were not 
for tires io follow, Anil freeze and’ "venicle 
heaters were unheard of 

CHARLIE went back to High River and 
stayed. Witt his grandparents the Hicks. At 
Christmas 1855 he ealled ino se us bat lett im 
mediately o attend the Tuss Boys’ Parliament 
tthe Univeralty in Edmonton, Charlie worked 
fh Penticton and tigh River until he went ino 
the Air Forcein 19, wnere he trained ava radar 
Technician. He was’ married to Jean Arion of 
Calgary in 1982. 'On the way to go overseas he 
onfacied pneumonia while in Halifax, so he 
never got overseas, Jean joined him a lie later 
4nd he spent the Test of the war years on the 

CChariie went to U.B.C. after the war and com 
pleted his electrial engineering. He has worked 
feth Westinghouse at Hamilton since 184, and is 
‘duet retire im July 1978. Charlie and Jean have 
{wo daughters, Caroline who married Randy 
Kowalski and’ Uves in. Haniton, and. Sharon 
married Joe Codispodi and lives in Calgary. 

T'Jsek am the writer ofthis story and the rest 
of my history follows in a separate arice 

‘GORDON: In June ot 188) tragedy struck our 
faraly, when our brother Gordon, along with his 
{lend Edgar Robinson, were both lle in an ae 
tldent near Penticton, Bc 

WALTER was the oMly one of our temily 
attending schoo! at Aurora afer 1896, In the 108 
1 erm Waller worked at Trenholms' (3 mile 
South of Leedale), and went t0 high school at 
Lcedate. He rode a small white mile to schoo 
and out home on weekends. ‘That mule’s head 
Was ony on the right end occasionally. The next 
Year Walter stayed name and rode a bike, of 
horse, as conditions dictated. That year he had 
Olivet snr, Steve Johnson and Dereen Mason 
toshare the long tip. I!was.a ride of miles da 
Jy, plus several gates 10 open, One morning he 
Ibithome at { a.m. and pedal biked to Calgary 
swnere he worked until he joined the Navy in 982 
Fe save alot of duty on the high Seas, Most of his 
fime was spent on convoy duty ia the Auantic at 
he was taken off that long enough to take part in 
the Allied Landing In North Afrien, Siely, andthe 

















D Day landing in Normandy. After the war, he 
fertied im Calgary and married Mary Lento of 
Barons. 

‘For years Walter did cost and payroll ac 
counting for. Conforee in Calgary. ‘Then he 
{hanged jobs in about 1870 and snow with Dome 
Petroleum, Walter and Mary have two 
‘daughters, Wendy, a schoo! teacher and Juay 
Who isin -Tuntor High 

The folks stayed on the farm until 1950, at 
which ime Ronald had most of is publle school 
Ing at Aurora, The farm was sold to Richard 
Harriman and the folks and Ronald moved 10 
Red Deer 

RONALD tinlshed his schooling in Red Deer 
and worked for the ct) for a couple of Years He 
Jolnea the Ale Force in 1638 and has completed 
taining es a navigator, radar conicoller, and 
pilot, He spent the last lk months of 1585 on a 
{our of duty in Egypt asa stat pilot on the Cana: 
flan Peace Keeping force. He has had numerous, 
‘moves and Is now stationed in Winnlper a8 8 
Saft pilo. Ron married an Ottawa ge i 1962, 
He and Pat have two sons and a daughter. 

Aller the folks moved to ed Deer, mother 
worked as a seamstress at the P-TS, for seven 
Murs and dad did janitor work at thelr churen, 
Upon retiring in 1898 they moved tothe Twilight 
Cottages. Dad passed away Jn 1961, Mother 
‘moved again tn’ 1967 to the Centennial Cost, 
‘Motter passed away ‘in I91s. ‘They are both 
‘buried af the Red Deer cemetery 

‘Walle ving atthe Kinsmen Twilight Cottages 
and Centennial Cour, the folks really enjoyed 
‘heir many new frlends and old acquaintances, 








ELLIOT, JACK 

‘The Beginnings of my history are in. the 
previous Elmer lot story, now {shal continue 
‘withthe next 40 years of my story, 189° 1977 

Tn. the summer of 1901 T worked out and 
bought @ team of horses. ‘That winter I stayed 
‘Rome and cut posts and wood for sale. Tas also 
able fo cut_and sell tlephone. poles for the 
Leeaate fo imbey telephone line, nd | donated 
2potes tothe group asa sort afline shane, From 
4adh on it meant going to the saw mills a8 the 
‘amarack was all gone on "section 37 

“inthe fal of 38 Bl Gardner and myselt rode 
the trelgat to Penticton B.C. 1 stayed and 
Worked ata bush camp that svnter. Ul, along 
with my’ brother Gordon, and Sidney Cofntorth 
who, were both out there too, came back 10 
Eedale just before Christmas: Early im-June ot 
10s, Paul Heringer, Eagar Robinson, and my 
brother Gordon were on thetr way to Penticton, 
Ta accident beiveen Summerland and Pentie: 
ton, Gordon and Eagar were hed [came back 
othe with Paul immediately 

‘hat fall war broke out Ih Europe. The war 
{or the lime being seemed far removed, Gradual 
Jy the war became more real asthe men started 
{0 Join the services. National registration was 
heldin the summer of 1940. The continuing news 




















of a worsening Aled situation gradually drew 
four tives more into the War etfrt 

1 worked at Lawton’s mil bush camp inthe 
veinters of e-0 and "40.41 Thetr mil bad been In 
the Aurora distrtet on Cox's land until about 1937 
(NE 2) Lawion's mil had operated one win 
ler before I worked there at the nev location, 
{hat ‘was. approximately” four miles west of 
MeTighe's. Phe two winters spent at Laviton’s 
were not foo rewarding, about a dollar a day. 1 
‘Worked for Staniey Hollingsworth and Tea Pim 
as they had the bis contract. The cross cut and 
Swede saws were te order ofthe day, sith all 
the skidding and hauling being done by horses. 

“The bunkhouse banter anda 
making the Tong eald dvs go 
‘as quite eager to go tothe camps in the fall, but 
‘when the warmer days of spring beckoned It 
didn’ take long to break camp. Many felons 
friendships were made al these camps, that 
along withthe memories wil not be forgotten 

Tn the spring of 1941 Iwas working for Stanley 
Hollingsworth hauling fogs trom the MeTigke 
bush to the ‘mill. (when. we weren't suc, 
However, the bush ded up fast and we were 
making good time until that fateful day’ of April 
23%. Thinking of tt now I believe Stanley and T 
‘would have been just as well piayig inthe bush 
trith the squirrels, instead of nating logs 1 be 
burned up at another spot) wlllnot dwell on the 
Se of that fateful day, other than to repeat the 
words of Jack Collingson who stood sith me in 
the McTighe's blacksmith shop and watched ft 
Durning on three sides, Jacks words were, "This 
$s worse than sitting tna submarine at the bot 

fom of the Dardanelles and having the “Turks 

dep charging us during the frst World Wat" 

went over to Jones” mill and fought tire for 
feo weeks after ina. ‘The wages were 25¢ an 
hour, less board of $1 & day" Inspiteof that, did 
Take $5 a day a couple of times when conditions 
{got alte Wot. The Saturday night revelers that 
‘were conseripied and trucked fo Jones’ to fight 
fire were about the worst equipped army offre 
fighters that Were ever assembled. Theve were 
about 120 men at Jones that Sunday mocning that 
hissed churen service. A couple days ater we 
Were doy to about 2 men, We heard rumours 
{hat there wasn’t an able bodted man tobe found 
In elmbey the next Saturday nig. 

About iis time things were coming oa head 
pretty fast, Thadtost allmy clothes at MeTighe's 
Fire and’ conseription calle were coming tast 
‘They gave the offer of clothes supplied plus $1.30, 
4 day. When my call came in Jay, Twlingly 
Went and jolned the ai foree, ative on the sec 
fond day. T'was among the first at Edmoaton 
Manning Depot. From there went 10 
Lethbridge, anew station that was Number 8B 
Grin the Commonwealth ais Training plan. in 
the Service Twas an acto engine mechanic and 
he work was really enjoyable. Many felons 
snd rewarding aqualniances were made while i 





























‘camp. Iwas Injured at the time the big air force 
buildup was being made overseas. 

With the hope of going overseas gone, 
Florence Richardson andi were married ot ay 
5, 1813 at my folks house on the homestead, Rev 
Habermel conducted the service and. Bruce 
Johnson and: Florence's younger sister, Edna, 
stood up for us, We left immediately. for 
Lethbridge as my furlough was running. out 
Florence's history Is in the Ed Richardson's 
Story that she wrote 

Twas statloned at Lethbridge until January 1, 
4945, at which time th station was closed. From, 
there it was No. 3S.F.T-S.at Calgary where got 
‘my discharge later in 13 

‘We went up to Jones’ mil in 945 and trove a 
cat there unt wee gota farm in the fall of 3948 
‘Theland, W's 354-515 til our home. We bought 
1 trom Falph and Margaret Johnson who were 
Feliring to British Columbia, Johnsons had got 
ther Home quarter trom sim Menohen in 1691 
and ater bought the quarter across the road 
irom Thomas's in 1 

‘We have spent the last thirty years on the 
farm. We weat Into the daly business, and now 
my second son, Mtn, has joined me. tn 
Partnership, aso'my two youngest, Jonny and 
Bisde, work with 

‘In the summer of 1978 we had the misfortune 
to have a disastrous fire which destroyed our 
Darns and milking equipment. We moved our 
cows toa farm east of Leedale and milked there 
fice a day unl we could build new facilities 
Again on our own farm We have enlarged our set 
‘ip and now mal on the average of 8 cows, The 
milks trucked out every ote day to Red Deer 

Florence and T have raised & family of three 
sons and three daughters and: we have, si 
srandenilaren 

GRANT wis born at Eokvile, May’ 28, 146 
He ook most of his schooliag af Aurora. On 
September 25, 71 he married Lorraine Martin 
at Hespero. Grant works af the Gulf Gas Plant at 
Fock. They have three sons, Greg, Teddy and 
Bradley 

MMILTON was born at Eckville, October 18, 
1948, He ook afew years of schooling at Aurora, 
then finished at Lesieville and David Tromso 
schools, Milton got married on February 21970, 
fo Patricia Levinsky in Rocky” They are farming 
situs 

"TERRY was born at Eckville, November 12, 
1s62, started school at Aurora ard continued on 
In Leslieville and ‘David. Teompson. Terry 
Started doing hospital work af Deerhome in fed 
Deer affer finishing school. Then she went {0 
Pouce’ Coupe B.C. and worked in an auliary 
hospital for three years. On November 13,1976 
she’ married Frank Woiflnger of Toms Lake 
‘They have since maved to Prince George where 
Frank (c altending university 

BEVERLY was born at Rimbey, July 2, 1985, 
went fo school at Leslieville and graduated from 
David Thompson, Like her oder sister Bev eso 

















Started on ward work at Deerhome, and then 
‘worked in the sport and recreation department 
§She Is now program co-ordinator atthe Mlchene 
Sport Center in Red Deer. 

JOHNNY was born In’ Rimbey, October 20, 
1958, he took nis schooling In Leslevie and 
Davia'Tnompson High, andi living at home and 
Working inthe dairy business 

DIXIE, our Youngest daughter was born in 
Rimbey, Maret 4, 1953. She went 9 Leslieville 
Seto! and Is presenly taking Grade 8 at David 
Tompson. 

Before Florence and 1 went on holidays to 
Hamilton, Ontarto in ald Novernber 187, se sat 
down and wrote the story of er family in ins 
Brea, the Bd Richardsons. Unfortunately, 1s 
was fo be ner last story. While having a wonder 
Tai time she took sick on December 4 at my 
brother's place im Hamilton and passed aoray 08 
December 9, 1977 at St Joseph's Hospital, 

‘We had been married almost 38 years. She 
was really looking forward to the compiling of 
this ook on the history of the district she knew 
nd loved so well 





ELLIOT, ¥. 

TMllon Eot, am the second son of Jack and 
Florence Billo, On February 20, 1890, Tarvled 
Palriela Lovinsky at Rocky Mountala House. We 
have three children, ‘Trevor Allan, ‘Shayne 
Edward, and Tracy Elaine 

After a few years working out on selsmie rigs 
and sol testing outfits that took me allover the 
country, Twent as far north a8 to smhere 1 washed 
fy hands ln the Arete Ocean. as Just like 8 
vps and always away from home so {decided | 
fae going to make a change. 

As liked the farm very much I decided to g0 
Into partnership with my father, which Idid. fam 
sow living on the SW 3641505, (the former 
‘Thomas quarter) across the road from my (alk's 
place. We are in the dalry business and’ are 
Foven as J and Mt Daley 





‘THE PRSKINE FAMILY ~ by Robert Erskine 
‘Because of the drought and depression of the 
“utungey Thirties”, the Erskine family taoved 
sm Oyen, Alberta, to greener pastures in the 
(Carlos disitit SW 1341 8WS north of Lesilevile 
In May, 1858 

‘The father, Samuel Erskine, born of Scottish 
parenis on the Island of Antigua, died in J851 
The mother, born in northern Scotland, (nee 
Hannah MacKay) aled in 185. 

Jessie, thelr eldest child, Was born in 1912 in 
Calgary. 'She married. Russel Pendergast and 
they have two sons, Duane and Bruce. Jessie 
taught school for many Years at Lone Deer and 
Hocky Mountain House. ‘The Pendergasts are 
now fetired, ving at Lanzvlle, B.C. on Van. 
couver Island, Bruce Pendergest's son Is the 
{ist great grandchild born in the family 

‘Robert (Bob) was born in. 1814, also in 
calgary. He Is the only one of the family no 
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{ng in the Carls area. He has worked for some25 
years at developing varietles of plans for cold 
‘reas. Selecllons have been made of apple 
Grabapple, sandcherry, black, white and 
‘Ameriean Currants, ooseberris, chekecherry, 
Faspberrs, and. sirawberry plants, Numerous 
‘Tose and ily varieties have been selected, and a 
{ew potatoes, a8 well asa numberof other plants 

‘Hannah was born at Oven in 1816. Jessie and 
Hannah were’ both awarded. the “Lieutenant 
Governor's Bronze Medal on graduating from, 
Grade VIII at Oyen. Hannah became a 
registered nurse and served overseas In the 
‘Armed Forces. after the war she received her 
MA. degree irom the University of British, 
Columbia and a Ph. D. from the University of 
Ills, USA. She now lives in Washington, 
Die USA 

‘Willan (Bt) was boen in 918 at Oyen. Dur 
Ing. the. Second World War Be enlisted in the 
RICALP-and rained as pilot and navigator. He 
Served as navigator with tte same crew and 
plane on 38 bombing missions over Germany. He 
Puarried Doris Glldes, They live at Toronto and 
Have three daughters, Denise, Lynne, and catty 

Fosina (Rose) isthe youngest of five, born a 
agx5 at Oyen. She married Richard’ (Dick) 
Brookes, Thelr to children are Robert (Bob) 
and Linda, Linda is a registered nurse, working 
At the hospital in Rocky Mountain House. She Is 
hurried to Barry Baieh, a partner in the Link 
Hardware at Rocky Mountain House. Rese has 
{Rint soa formany years a Rocky Mountain 

















GARDNER, WM. — by Eunice Gardner 

William Filey Gardner, better nown as 
“pil, was bora April 6 1813, at Wittenburg, 
(Leedate) tothe late Bill and Sara Gardner. His 
faiher dled on July 4, 21, when Bill was clght 
years old, Hs mother was In falling health and 
Went fo Washington U.S... where she was fold 
She could be treated. She took Bill with ner 
They Were. there for two years,” return 
Ing’ to" Leedale in 1824."She™ passed” away 
December 23,125. Shortly after, Bil went live 
Wit his uncle, Tom Gardner, where he stayed 
Unt he bought nis own Lana ia 1948. "This was a 
(Warter of C-P.R. land, the SW a14145NS. He 
‘Sil’ worked with his ncle during the spring 
Seeding, simmer haying and fall harvesting un 
{iis unele passed away in December 1850 a the 
age of 90 years, 

Ill Broke up much of hls own land using an 
‘axe and horses I believe i's sate to say he sed 
horses longer than anyone for miles around. He 
broke many horses in hs day, both to ride and to 
hamess, He also ald a tot of castrating, of his 
Bn siock and the neighbors, ight em tam cats 
{o'stallions, without change 

During the huagry "30's, while most people 
were eating rabbits, he was eating deer and 
Tmonse meat. The frst wild game he shot was 8 
Ug deer, with a 2 shor, at the age of 14 years, 





“The big game is getting pretty searce due to good 
all roads and road runners, 

On Stay 4, 1055, after puting in many miles 
and burning a ot of gas, he matried the former 
Eunice Odland, youngest daughter of Jake and 
Tena Odland, of Bingley Sleepy Valley alsirict, 
fd they started ralsing a family. He Wanted 
Son fo name after his uncle Tom. On March 2. 
1856 the first "Tom" was born, but ft turme out 
fobe air They named her Helen Brenda, after 
Helen Gardner, Bill's youngest sister, On Apri, 
4952. (on Bill's birthday) anoiter “Tom was 
bora, They named thls ane Wiima Ellen, Wilma, 
ater William, and Ellen beng his mother's mi 
dle name. Fifally, on August 2nd 1958, Thomas 
Witlam dia put in tus appearance, therefore, 
they decided to leave well enough alone, 

"Tue three children tok thelr schooling atthe 
Lesileville Elementary. and. Davia Thompson 
High Sehot. As soon as they left school, they 
went out to work. Helen got a Jo at the Grant 
Hote In Rlenbey. Tom's firs job was diving & 
oad packer on road construction, and Wim — 
Weel she got married —to Michel Fortin, former 
Iy'of Oatarte. They went to Work ona dairy farm 
fh the Lacombe area, 














GRAY, ARNOLD — ny Wanda Gray 

‘Amol Wade, iste second oldest son of Gor 
ddon and Alma Gray. He was born an August 3 
1s54 af Rocky Mountain House, Alta. He lived 
With his parents on their farm whlch was 
previously owned by his grandfather, (Wiliam 

‘Arnold took his elementary. schooling at 
Lesigvlle and his Junior high at David ‘Thomp: 
‘on. Eversday’ he had atleast an Rours bus ide 
fo and trom sehool. One day, however, he dida't 
feel ike going to schoo! and his moter had to 
fase him down the lane With a sick! Arnold 
few up like any" other" 1ypleal country Bo, 
Elways into misehle. 

"APmold's dad drove the government grader 
many years, forthe community. One day. Gor 
‘onlett she grader running and Arpad decided 0 
play ont Well tos suprise, he aceldentally bit 
fhe gear shit and it started moving’ He got 0 
Seared that he jumped off and ran to the out 
house ta hide, In the mean time, Gorden looked 
‘ut the window! and save both the grader golng 
‘down the road and Arnotd just a running. All of 
Arnolds efforts were unnecessary, for shortly 
Sten, his dad showed Mm how fo un i 

‘Ainola. moved to Eckville to altend igh 
School, where. he lived with his, aunt, Viola 
‘Johnston. He worked at various Jobs Unt Ne 
moved to Rea Deer 

‘While Arnold was in Red Deer, he worked for 
his brother-in-law hauling Rouse taller, He nad 
the Job of driving the pilot car. Shortly after, Ar 
hold met his bride ove, Wanda Arlene uch 

‘Wanda ts the daughter of Walter and Vivian 
‘Bunch. She was bora on August 19, 154 at Ea 
‘monton, Alta: Wanda grew up inthe Fev is 











Isic where she attended elementary school She 
lived with ter parents on thelr farm unil they 
moved to Red Deer in Jabs, There she took her 
Iinior and senior high schol. In 1970 ber parents 
moved to the Aihara area and now reside In 
‘he Leslieville aisriet, Wanda remained in Red 
Dect working at variety of jobs before she met 
‘Arnold Gray. 

TArtld and Wanda were married on August 
25, 172 af Rocky Mountain House. They bought & 
nous traller and lived at Arnos dads farm fr 
few months. During the time ey were there, 
‘Arnold worked for the neighbor farming. That 
Same vear they moved to Red Deer where they 
lived in Mayberry’s Tvaller Court for nearly wo 

Th the spring of 1974, they returned to his 
father's farm, There they lived In thelr wale, 
While Arnold was employed with Kida Construe 

‘On June 23,1974 Gordon Gray passed away at 
the age of 62. They remember him with love, and 
{he respect he deserved asa king hearted tater 

"Arnold's mother, Alma Gray moved 10 
‘Eckl and sola the farm to Arnold and Wanda, 
They then sold thelr trailer and moved into the 
hose srhere they are now residing. 

“Arnold and. Wanda now have a daughter, 
‘Shonastee Lynette, She was boon on Apri 2 
1st in Calgary, Alfa, Shonastee fs both joy 
Anda delight to her parents. 

“Arnolds silt emploved by Kida Construction 
asa heavy equipment operator. They are renting 
‘ut thelr farmland to thele elghbor 














GRAY, CLARENCE 

Claence, youngest son of Me. and Mrs. 
William ‘Gras, was a small child. when his 
parents moved to the Carlos area In I812. He 
[tended senool at Wastington Hetgbs, 

in 1857 he married Lols Pendergast, daughter 
of Mr and Mrs. Samuel Pendergast 

They built log house on a Romestead, in 
what later became the Lone Deet School distriet 
(the land was the NW, 9041.5:V5, and Is now 
‘owned by Bll Whit). The summers were spent 
fon the homestead and the winters at various 
Jogging carps or saw mil 

Tn Isp they moved (othe Garth strict west 
of Rocky Mountain House and a few years later 
fo the Rerrier- district, Clarence. worked for 
‘Alberta Forest Service on road consituetion and 
maintenance In the Clearwater Forest Reserve 
{or approximately 20 Years 

CGlarence and Los (Bon) have two sons — 
Ronald and William. In 1960 RONALD married 
Patricia Lindsay of the Aurore dlsriet. They 
have one daughter, Sanare, and one son, Ales 

‘WILLIAM married Kay Martin of Bekville i 
sth. They have one son, Kevin, and one 
‘daughter, Wendy 

‘Hon snd Bill and thelr femilles live im the 
Ferrier district, west of Rocky Mountain House, 

















Clarence and Rom continue to live inthe Ferrier 
astrct. 


GRAY, WILLIAM HENRY — as told by Viola 
{Gray} Johnston 

TnOzark, Michigan, Wiliam and Elesnor had 
fastened a canvas over the wagon box, and set 
out for Alberta, Canada. We were liviag on an 
Scteage atthe hme and iny dad had worked as 3 
Fiver boat pilot and a samyer, My mother was 3 
French Canadian, having been born in Quebec, 

Tn I9!1, my father and mother packee up tele 
belongings and thelr family of six children, and 
Wwe boarded a train headed out 10. western 
Canada. We arrived at Red Deer and the test 
Year lived in the Poplar Rdge alstriet, where 
ine more son was bora fo the family. 

"inh? another move was made, thls time to 
the Carlos district, where. my. parents would 
Spend the rest of thelr ives. While at Carlos 
three more sons were born, but two ofthese ced 
Inintane ad are buried on the home farm 

William Gray filed on the NE-Y7-419 WS. The 
land has now Been fa the Gray’ family for 6S 
Sears. My brother Gordon took over the farming 
from my dad, and now Gordon's son, Arnold 
lives on the land, 

‘remember that we moved from Red Deer to 
(Carlos on a March day thal was bitterly cold. We 
had a team and slelgh and drove,  belleve, the 
whole distance In one long day's travel. Our dad 
had fastened & canvase over the wagon bex, and 
‘we had wrapped hot stones and placed these on 
the bottom ofthe sleigh box to give off warmth 
{or the Journey, and we had a oat ol lantern that 
fave off bit of warmth, ton 

Teremember the frst ight we arrived in the 
Ccarios district. Tas a ehld of about five Years 
tage. We spent that frst night at the Jhalmar 
Ostvem home, Ostrems had large family but 
Somehow made room to shelter out big family, 
foo, The next day we moved into the Nils Sat 
Turlund house, where we lived unl we moved 
tver to the McPherson's mill site, Which Was 
ight near where our cabin woul be bul. My 
‘dad worked at the mull end when t shut dowa for 
{he summer my folks got to stay there 

The most embarrassing moment of my whole 
lite happened whilst we sfere ving f the mill 
ste that summer. There was litte fot bedge 
‘arose the reek and ot ofthe older folks were 
frossing tt. Tran along trying to follow my dad 
‘ana fell into the creek. Being at nil site the 
‘Water was covered with say? dust, and a8 Tellin 
Thad my mouth open tmaybe ready fo scream) 
Anyway, I took in gobs of sawdust. My brother: 
inlaw, John, qulckly fsked me out of the ereek, 
and Temember the folks laughing and laughing 
Ate and Iwas so embarrassed. I suppose 1 aid 
Took silly all drenched and covered with sawdust, 
Twonder if T reminded the folks ot a dll ali 
stuffed with sawdust as many of them were In 
thore days. 

‘Our isi garden was ploughed using a sade 












horse and a cow we borrowed from a neighbor, 
Fred Street. At Brst my dad used to Walk 10, 
Leslieville, sbout I or Hz miles ane way and then 
carry home the groceries and other suppiles in 
packs on his back: For our sizeof famlly i cer 
fainly wasn't a small pack. Later he drove & 
team of oxen to town, 

Trever remember being hungry. In tact we 
always nad a good variety of diferent kinds of 
food except for oe time. For three days once we 
were down to potatoes and cranberries, bul Us 
lds made a real Joke oft at the time, (hough 
Derhaps our mother may nave worried about It 
AAs the bowis went around the table we'd sy 
"De vou want potatoes with Your cranberries of 
wil gu have cranberies withthe potatoes is 

remember my mother used to cut the tops 
ott vinegar botles to make them into Jars To 
preserve frult and jam in. She would taee «piece 
Dt cardboard to ft the top, cover it with cloth 
tipped i flour and water paste, then wax the 
Whole ting oft was airtight, Worked quite well 

‘Nelson, Earl, Gordon, Clarence, Florence and 
‘sei all went to schoo! at Washington Heights, 
When Miss Lees was the teacher in 1800 she fet 
wwe should have a hot drink at noon: Bach fenly 
Drought a alekel to school and we bought cocoa 
We took it in turns bringing milk to use inf 
ach kld took a turn making he cocoa and some 








wore defintely not destined to be cooks. We 
‘eventually began to loathe the thought of another 
ol of some of the dish watery stuff that was 
Fervea up: When Miss Cline was the teacher we 
had some hot lunches, fo. Often the boys would 
catch rabbits In the schoolyard. We girls would 
bring vegetables trom home, and presto, we'd 
‘ook up & pot of rabbit stew or bunny soup! 

T remember the "lard pall” lunek buckets, 
the: pride and Joy of ‘every school Kid. You 
Seratened your inital on the pall tobe sure you 
fot the ight lunch. Challe Amour was going 
Sehool atthe time, and hs pall had the inals °C 
‘A"on, so ome ofthe kids seratehed a """ mak 
ing it'yead "CAT" Then unbeknown to Chari, 
the Kids caught a mouse and put It In one of Rs 
Sandwiches for a Joke. A great idea, excep, 
CCharile didn’t eat all of his lunch that days he 
took it home. tn those days nothing was Wasiea 
‘and he hineh You dion teat at school was served 
fon the table at night. Stl nol, too much of a 
problem, except, the Ambury's happened to 
fave company atthe supper table. Can you fea 
{ure the embarrassment, and fhe anger at nd 
Ing’ mouse sandwich on the table? Mr Am 
Dury was so furlous he made a real case out aft 
Wien involved the teacher, the kids: and The 
‘choo board, What s bomb shell that simple it 
tie letter "Thad created? 

Mr. and Mrs, Gray's oldest three sons, Otto, 
Walter and Floyd, each tools up homesteads fn 
the Carlos area, bul eventually they returned t0 
the States to live. The nex two, Nelson and Roy 
‘went t9 live In Montana. Nelson married Nora 
(Case ot Lesllevlle. (Nora's parents were the 
first couple ever married in Lesiievile). Nelson 
find Nora moved to Missoula, Montana, and s0 
‘dia Roy and Floyd. The youngest three sons, 
Earl, “Gordon and Clarence, all took Up 
homesteads in the Cazlos alstict, martied and 
alsed thelr farliles here 

“There were three daughter, rene, Florence 
and Viola Irene married John Lewis, and they 
‘came fo homestead inthe Carlos area, but even 
{ually moved fo Onio to live. Ske ts now retired 
4nd living in California, Florence married Bill, 
‘Gavwden, a miner, who worked at Nondega. They 
‘went fo live at Rosedale, near the mines in the 
Drumheller area. I, Vioia, married a neighbor 
boy, {val Johnston, and lived in the Carlos ds. 
‘et tll we retired tothe town of Eek in 
3, 

My mother passed away, after a lengthy I 
ross in 1551. My dad ied’ as the remul of 
highway tafe acldent In 1948, a he was on his 
‘vay fo visit with his son In Montana, He was 
then 1S years of age, had lived along. and re: 
warding life, and watehed each ot hs 1 ehlldren 
‘start out on life's journey. He had also had time 
fo'enjoy' the company of many of his 
srandehilaren 


























HEMBERY GEORGE — as told by BING: 
‘George Hembery lived on the SE 38413 (Lee 








Hollingsworth’ land). He was a tough Montana 
{ellow who carried and used a ‘black leather 
Snake whip. He was frst to be on hand Ita 
neighbor Was in need. He was abuteher by trade 
‘and sold meat. He had a very young wife who 
diea white they wore living Rere, then George 
moved to Peace River, 


MICKS, L. — by Mrs Le A, Hicks 

‘nthe coring of 1904 Lewis Allen Hicks an his 
wife moved fo a homestead In Carlos country 
way back to norman's land, or almost no one 
lived near ts 

We came up from High River. Previously Lou 
had worked in the ol fields at Turner Valey 

IMy brolner, Elmer Eliot and hls family had 
come up to ive in the Aurora alstrict also. We 
Setled on the 8.125, the quarter directly 
hotth of Geonge Grey, and there we had some 
‘iemorable experiences. 

‘Wellved ins big tent tha first summer while 
‘our log house was being bull, One day there was 
{very sudden rainstorm. The rain came down 
Sofas, (before the tent could be realy wet) Wit 
ihe result that the rain came right through, We 
{Guckly tolled up our mattress and covered I 
‘Then T got cut an umbrella under which We 
Sheltered’ When the rain stopped there was 
Jam can lid full of water on top ofthe cupboard 
{itheld our candle). The only dry places were in 
fhe oven, under the table aad inside the cup 
board, 

We gor Into our log house before winter but 
lived.on @ ait floor with only furniture to act as 
parisons. The root was covered with tat paper 
ne spring day’ 'smelied a funny smell. tas 
the tar paper burning around the rot chimney 
‘ck. T fad some cans ined up, infending 0 get 
Some seeds planted. These took outside with 
two palls of Water, dipped tem into the water, 
thew threw up on the root. Enough seater 
Splashed around the ire to deaden ita it, Then 
limbed the ladder, which was at the back ofthe 
house, and fnished extinguishing the fire. 

‘Another me as {started out to bringin our 
few head of cate fom the open pasture (we had 
zo fences) T noticed s big cloud nthe West Which 
‘Suggested I neoded to hurry. There were some 
other cattle pasturingon the other side ots ereck 
‘ear us and fat da’ they had come across to out 
farea. So when I led fo rand up ours ¢f was on 
ot! they stuck up thelr tals and of they went 
‘vita ours following them, After some fruitless 
4tlempis 10 get our calle headed for home, 1 
Alecia to give up and go Nome. But — where 
Was home? Tt was all open country — so houses 
Me roads! Then { remembered the cloud, $01 
{ried fo keep I in the rear and thought (rT could 
find the creek ¥ could get home. After some ime 
Tinaly came on a trail and decide to fll 
turned out foe the tral between our place and 
(ur neighbor tothe north — and I got home just 
fs the rain started. My husband, at that time, 
ined trucking Job pleking up eream to take tod 








creamery at Blutton, He would go one day and 
feturn the nent, Well he was on one of hose trips 
when Iwas oit after te cattle, s0 had 1 not 
Botten home, he woulda’t have known where 0 
{bok for me 

"The ground out ln our area didn't seem to be 
very productive, at least, not the part we planted, 
ovredeclded to leave te homesteading business 
for others and we moved to-a home which we 
ented from Vaneel Msner and lived there for 
awrite unl we finaly moved into Blutfton in the 
Spring of 1992, And 90 ends our experience In 
Gatos country 

Ta 1913 We moved up to Pouce Coupe, B.C. 
where Tam still esiding. Lou passed away’ on 
Tanusry 10,1967 as the result of an accident, We 
itave one son Stewart, who married Marg Price, 
find has three children 


HOLLINGSWORTH, L — by D. 
Hollingsworth 

‘Leer was born in the Gimlet district on the 
former Perry place, (which Is now Bill 
Houston's) Lee went to several schools, Aurora, 
Gime, Faraway, Eckville, and Syivan Lake, 
‘The winters were spent out atthe saw mali. 

Tn 1858 Lee’ went to, Nanton and. spent the 
summer naying. In 185 he rode horseback from 
‘Aurora to Coleman via Nordegs and Kootenat 
Pigins, He stayed inthe cabin on te White Rab 
bit creek on the Plains then continued on down £2 
Coleman, then orth tothe Twin City cabin 
Where Oia Barb Wire Jonnay once lived. Four 
Summers he was inthe south haying on the A, 
Riley and Streeter ranehes, While at Streeters 
helped ‘tall Brahma bulls in to the Calgary 
Stampede. These were the years Ivan, Joe and 











and 








‘Ben Cornforth, Art Hopp, Don Bryanton, Bruce 
‘Johnson, Lawrence Richardson, and Bud Robin 
Son all used fo head south for summer work oo 
the ranches, 

or several summers Lee 


hauled gravel 





Four Geert of Heinen, Se. ik Lee and 





around Rimbey, Eekville, Red Deer and Han. 

‘in 188 Lee and Doreen Oliver were married 
at the Gime! Missionary Chureh. Doreen was 
fora in Tonistall, Alberta and went fo school at 
Pine View, (vest of Bowden). In 158 the Oliver 
family moved fo Lesllevile 

‘Lee and Doreen have four ehlldzen, Monty 
Darey, Angela and Rodney. All fhe children have 
attended Lesiteville- and. David Thompson 
Schools, and Monty” and. Darcy. also went 10 
School in Rlmbey. The family are living on thelr 
farm In the Aurora district. 

"The. Holligsworths have always been in 
terested In rodeo. In 1967 and the following two 
Years Lee donated rodeo stock for the Gimlet 
Stampede. Darey.has ridden in rodees trom 
‘White Court to fonsfal, and Rodney is nov start 
Ing the circuit Monty has driven hariots In 
traces from points as far north as. Vermilion 
South (0 Medicine Hat. Lee and Doreen have 
Served as time keepers at various rodeos and 
{Eee has Judged pony chuck wagon Faces forfour 











HOLLINGSWORTH, S — by D. Hollingsworth 

‘Sanley Hollingworth was born in Settler in 
soit He moved with hls Farly To the Leedale 
area ‘in 10. He married. Adaline Misner 
‘Adaline was aiways known as “Babe”, and she 
had come to the Leedale area with hér family 
fom Alliance, Alberta 

Stan and Babe's nore place was the SE 35-4 
5. Stanley worked on a gravel crusher for many 
Summers and worked in the mills during the 
‘winter. In 185. they helped to un a restaurant 
in Sylvan Lake, 

Stan and Babe had three sons and one 
aughter. also 12, grandehllaren, GILBERT. 
‘murried Lorraine Oller, ves near Leedale and 
inne a family of ive. EARL married Alma Gray 











lives near Rocky Mountain House and has three 
children. LEE married Doreen Oliver, lives on 
the farm inthe Aurora area and has four 
children. FAYE passed aay in 182 atthe age of 
3 years 

Stanley died in 1966 and Adaline in 1969, 





HUHN FAMILIES — information from Mes. 
Campbell 

‘August Hun, hs wife and son Harry, and 
grandson Raymond, originally came from East 
Cermany. ‘They purchased the lim Pendergast 
(quarter, SE 2241. They were good gardeners 
{interested in improving thelr surroundings. They 
had apparenty haa a very productive farm in 
Germany but had deen forced to leave 
‘verti Behind. Mes’ came to this farm inthe 
arly 1498 then sold, ahd lived in Leslieville for 
Shite. rs. Huh passed avvay in Rimbey and 
August eventually moved to Stettie. 

‘Eric Hunn, brother of August, and hls wife 
and family, Dieder, Peter, Laura, Irene, and 
three more younger children lived on the NE 22 
land also the SW 2. Another daughter Mary had 
Stayed in Germans, Soon after leaving the die 
{tie the family returned to Germany’ for a visit 
but came back’ to Canada and are living. at 








JOHNSTON, IVAL — by Viola Johnston 

Tval Johnston was born. In Tacoma, 
‘Washington, U.S.A. the eldest son of Mrs. {alla 
Fleer. The family moved from Washington tothe 
Stetter district, and then arrived In the Caylos 
‘country in 1812: Ival and Als brother Ear have 
many interesting tales to tll of ther schon dvs 
Ete Aurora School ~ including the bg pots of 
Getmeal porridge Miss Lees cooked up for the 
‘morning funeh for her pupils 

‘Eventually Tva ook up a homestead, SE 5-42. 
5:5, and he, with his Wife, he former Viola 
Gray, younges! daughter of the Wiliam Grays, 
Tived'on this land in the Aurora distelt for 34 

‘val and Earl were avid hunters and excelent 
tishermen, We often went upto Medieine Lake 10 
feamp and fh for several days, The fish would 
be seited or smoked and would provide a testy 
‘dition to the meals for montis to come. We 
preserved moose, elk, and deer meat in sealers, 
nd always had a good supply of canned wild 
‘orries for winter use as well at an abundance of 
them tresh during the erry-pcking season, 
CCranberties and gooseberries were plentiful in 
the nearby swamp, and the surrounding Bsiges 
produced” buckets full of saskatoon, choke 
‘Sherries and pincherries, as wel as blueberries, 
‘One winter Ival and [shot rabbits to sell to fo 
farm, and every other day" we would have & 
sleigh box full fo sell 

Ta ISit a big fire occurred at MeTighe's saw: 
‘millIval had been working there, but had come 
Home prior to the fie in order fo work on the 
Taran. Reports were broadcast on theredie about 
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the fire and we could see the reflection of flames 
Inthe sky Joe Corntorth Sr and 1 took two sad 
de Horses and rode about 13 miles up into the 
frea but finaly the smoke became #0 thick that 
We had to turn back. My brother Jaw, Fae] 
Sohnston, and two other men eventually walked 
tut, Dut sar was badiy bummed, especialy his 
hands. He was Unable to work most of that 
Summer until his burns healed. He lost all tis 
Glotning and te bedding that he and Tval had 
{sed at the mill, but he felt very lueky Yo have 
ome cut allve Rimselt. My brother, Eas) Gray, 
and his family were all atthe lat this time. 
too, so you can Imagine how worried all of us at 
homme were 

‘When the flrst ol! well was drilled tn the 
carlos area west of us Ival had the Joo of trans 
porting the men the last five males nto the ie 
[ite slice tne roads were so muddy that ears and 
toc could not travel, Ival used the tractor and 
a wagon or sloneboat for the Job. 

Tval hada threshing machine and dda lot of 
custom threshing for te nelghbors around the 
Aisriet und about 1863. During the winters he 
ben did custom sawing, and often took his mil 
‘ut test of Rocky Mountain House fo saw Logs. 

‘We left the farm. th 1965 and moved 10 
okie, where, the following day, my husband, 
Tal paised aay. 1 Keep busy with my and 
Crafis, as T enjoy doing ereatve projects. T also 
enjoy ‘travel, my” gospel work, and the com 
panlonship of tay many frlends inthe Eckville 
ister 

Tal and I have seven children, 26 grand 
cnlldren and 18 great-grandehildren. Our son 
Lester martied Mary Connors ofthe Carlos dls- 
{let They farm inthe Leedale area and have a 
family of five ehllaren, Dorothy marcied Ervin 
Heringer. Taey farmed a haf section west of ou" 
fara at Aurora for nearly 20 years, but now live 
In Eckville where Erwin Is employed by the 
School dlviston. ‘They have’ a family of three 
children. Leroy is married to Marjie Brown of 
{eedate: He owns construction equipment, lives 
In the Tiocky Mountain House areay and has a 
{amlly of sx. Lenore is married fo Gene Steele, 
lives in Calgary, and has thee children, Eleanot 
‘married Don Evernden of Rimbey and also ives, 
In Calgary. ‘She has twin daughiers and a son, 
Gien married Gall Casey lives in the Glmiet dis. 
tet, "and has a family of three. (Three other 
children ‘dled in a ear aveldent in 1965.) yal 
‘married Shella Kendrew of Bekville, lives in 
mbes, and has three children, 


LIDPICOAT, CHARLIE AND PEARL 

(Charlie and Peart homesteaded the NE 6-415, 
sn October 129, selling to Lewis (Chiet) Alberta 
In 19M They’ had four children, Irene, Orville 
Verna, Hazel. They went to Drumeler after 
leaving the district 


LOWE, P. — by Ramona Stewart 
"The Perey Lowe family purchased sectlon 3 
425 0, six miles west of Leedale, and moved 

















therein November, 1951 from Blackfalds, Alber 

‘The family consisted of Percy, Verona 
Melvin 16, Ramona il, Kenbeth 7, and David 4 

‘The roads weren't i good and most people 
traveled by team and wagon, although oe hae 
fanold three ton truck that was prety cod in he 
Winter time. When we requlrea our mall we 
‘walked to and one half miles to the Cars pos 
tice fori n-taesvnter or, in the summer we 
de the horse "Spud? We borrowed the ald pany 
from Jack Elliot inthe suramer of 1959 and hac 
theluse of ner for three years. Ramona and Spuc 
‘were. inseparable and’ had) many” good ime: 
Together. During the years spent on the farm ir 
the Carlos area the Children went 10 school at 
Asora where Mrs, Beckett and Mrs. Emily 
‘Artes were the two ieachers. The Year of 188 5t 
Ramona went to David ‘Thompson school for 
Grade 10. That was the year the school was ball 

Perey Lowe farmed the section of land he 
owned, and he also hada sewmill where Re 
Swed iumber for several years He had a cate. 
pillar and cleared land for himself and some of 
the neighbors 

‘Verona milked cows, and when necessary 
worked on the sawmil picked berries, and had a 
‘big garden. She was a member of the Ladies 
‘Siring Circle and she was often busy with com: 
‘unity plentes, bazaars, ple socials, Christmas 
‘eoncerts and forth 

We had skating parties in the winter time, on 
the beaver dams, ever by” Art Robinsons, and 
(Carl Skorstengaards. We atten walked the three 
or four miles to g0 for the evenings fun, and 
perhaps & weiner roast: One night in particular 
That is recalled, Melvin and Ramona. walked 
(ver to Freitags about three miles nthe winter, 
Sind helped Albert, Reber, Ruth and irene 1 
Wall paper the living room. We had real ball 
before the evening was over. Totten wonder Row 
Drs Freltag ever put up with us, n those days 
but we certainly had fun 

{In J856 MELVIN purchased land north ofthe 
‘aurora Sehool where he resided unt just recent 
iy'when he sold it and bought an aereage West of 
Rimbey. 

RAMONA, went to workin the Eokuile Drug 
‘Store in July, 1997, In 1960 she married Lavirence 
Stewart and'moved south west of Rocky Moun. 
tain House where they farm in the Sirachan dis: 
teiet, They have two daughters, Laurle age 16 
tnd Carrie 12 years, 

KENNETH married Anale Nothott of 
Eekvile ia December, $962 and they now reside 
In Port St. John, B.C., where Ken is a cat 
operator, They have four children, Debby 14, 
Robert 13, Sandra 12, and Tammy 10, 

DAVID married Beverly Casey on July 2 
1968 and they reside in Calgary with wo cnllaren 
Tracy 6 and Troy 4. David hae his own trucking 
4nd winch wort business 

‘VIRGINIA ARLENE Was born In March, 1955 








‘when the family lived at Aurora. She died in Ju 
I, 185. Perey Lowe passed away In July, 1968 
Verona nas resided In Lacombe since 1858, 
where she worked inthe hospital for many years, 
‘She then worked in the Senior Citlens Lodge for 
two years and also Inthe nursing home where 
She Was head housekeeper. Verona resiged in 
December 1972 when she married Eugene Lind 
ay, and they sill lve im Lacombe, Eugene 
Wworks for Mels Paving L1d, of Rea Deer 


S. A. LYONS FAMILY — by Fern Wolney 

Rie. and Mrs. S.A. Lyons came tothe Leedale 
District in the early 1900's. Mrs. Lyons came 
from South Dakota and Mr. Lyons trem Iowa, 
both in the United States, They purchased the 
RW. SLdLaW5 from the Canadian Pacttle 
Rallway for the sum of $1,0135. Accoralng to 
the contract, payments were to start in four 
years time, and fun for ten years. The last pay 
nent was tobe made in 1946 Interest for this en 
fire contract over & fourleen-year period 
[Amounted fo only S10, 

‘ir and Mrs, Lyons hd a family of thre sons 
and three daughters, all bora in British Colum 
bia except for Mary, who was born In Canmore 
‘Alberta. Bait Is noi deceased, 

‘tr. Lyons, called “Lon” of “S.A.” for short, 
‘had the cream route weat of Leedaie from 19130 
1801, He owmed a 1898 Chevrolet truck whieh he 
used very” often to take sick people fo" the 
hospital. Sometimes phen he didn have any gas 
hhe would ge to a good nelghbor and borrow 
enough to get the sick person toa hospital. Once 

took Mrs. Heringer fo hesptal when there was 
no doctor to deliver her baby. He put a mattress 
land quills Into the back of the old truck, made 
her comfortable, and got ner there on time. He 
also nad the experience of delivering a couple of 
babies where there was no doctor avallable. He 
fool Charlie Eliot and Mrs. William Lees t0 
Hospital for appendix operations, Eileen Cora 
forth, wen she was very ill and many others. 
He would also nelp take the school chdren to 
fltterent sehool activities at Rocky” Mountain 
House and at Lesievie 

The Lyons family were musical, and often 
played ai dances at Aurora and ai Faraway. 
During the wintrs Mr. Lyons often worked ai 
Varty's and MeTighe's sawmills. He was too 
proud to goon relle, but seemed fo doa flr Job 
Dt providing for his family during the hungry 
thrtles. During the earller years he drove the 
School vam at Pine Lake, The van Was @ Dugey 
pilled by horses. 

‘Ms, Lyons was a hard-working person and 
took care of the farm while he was away work 
Ing. She enjoyed ereating handmade quits, and 
always had boxes of washed and carded wool 
Feady for another gull. 

‘Mf. snd Mrs, Lyons celebrated thelr Sots 
wedding’ anniversary atthe Aurora Hall In 
January, 196k Mrs. Jack Elliott baked ed. 
‘ing cake for the oceasion. Mom and Dad en. 
































Joved visting ail the friends that came, and the 
Singing, musical selections and the short dance 
which ‘contributed to thelr pleasure’ on this 
Special anniversary, They lived on ther farm un 
Hl os and then had an auction sale and retired 
to Kamloops, B.C. Mr. Lyons passed away in 
{smo and Mes Lyons in 1972 





MANNIX, WILLIAM. JOSEPH AND VERA 
MERLE 

‘Wiliam Joseph, son of William Henty and 
Etzabeth Jane. Mannix Was born at Okotoks, 
Northwest Territories, February 26 290 and 
moved vith his folks tothe Bingley district In 
1806, He took part of his schooling atthe Beaver 
Fis school 

“Joe's first job was working for Frank Pet 
ord atthe Vatley Mil in 181B. He earned 82.0 
{ora 30 nour day and had to pay Sl per day room 
‘and board and $03 towards compensation, He 
{ook the last boara that came through the mill, 
‘When It closed in 1816 

‘Atte the mlll closed he worked for various 
formers inthe strict unl the fall of 192 when, 
he went tote United States to workin the wheat 
flelds and picked apples before eturning home. 
‘oe worked for many luraber companies through 
the vears: ‘im MeKeehnie, Varty', Pheonix, 
Novihwest Tie and Timber, and MeTighe. 

Se recalls his first rip nrough the Medicine 
‘vier Valley In 192. He was hired by Tom Sil 
ly, for $1 a dav, drive him, with team and 
tsiter, to Leedaley then on fo iby to plek Up 
hides. "They picked up at Louls Robinson's neat 
‘Ceedale then spent the agit st Hugh Lindsay's, 
who rented rooms for 35¢ a ight, golng on the 
hex day fo Franke Tarrabaine af Cll, then on 0 
Ship the hides by tral from Bekele fo Simpson 
and Lee, Fur Buyers in Calgary. Tom died dur 
‘ng fie which burned the MeTighe Mil about 
Pimiles west of Leedate fn Apri 194. He had 
holed up in aereek while the fire went over but 
fied ot exposure 
The {allot 1995 five teams with bundle racks 
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left Leslieville to follow the stooking and 
threshing run on the Prairies. Four men, Joe, 
ay Hlchardson, Percy Black and his hired man 
(ook five racks dovn as Norris, Joe's brother, 
Was already tere, Perey's to outs stopped at 
Troch and Joo, tay and Norris worked for Bill 
hel at Three His. ‘They theeshed with a steam 
fngine fea with straw. ‘There sere bumper 
‘heat crops that fall and ft took them trom 
September 3 to Oetober 3) 0 thresh an area from 
flght mlles north to six miles south of Taree 
Hills. On October 21 Ray, Nortis and Joe started 
for hame camping two or three miles south of 
Pine Lake. Tt got so cold that night, 30 below F. 
{hat they Bad to take. turns Keeping the fire 
Durning so they didn't freeze, It proved tobe the 
oldest day’ that Winter of 1925-6, 

“The spring f 1825 Joe bought a team of three 
year lds, (Percheron and Morgan breeding) st 
Dave Conigar's Sale, nortvest of Hesper® for 
19.0. piece He broke them the next spring and 
Mageie and Jiggs made the trip to the Praiies 
fon bundle wagons inthe fal of 1805, "27 and 28 

Tn 1900 Joe took hls frst eight hour day’ 05 
whieh was ‘with Royalite Inthe Olt Fields of 
Turner Valley. He and his brother, Noris, were 
plant ‘employees. and ‘worked riveting tanks 
fogether. ‘They got $9 for eight hours of work 
They finished work at five plock so took jobs 
slodking gra for farmers tn the area after 

Ti i890 Joe decided 1 try hs hand at farming 
for hime so he rented the George Joy's farm it 
the Condor district where he lived until the 
spring of 1888 when he purchased the Wilson Cox 
hrm (Se. 242505) im the Carlos dleeiet He 
then Romesteaded the $.W, 142-5: There be 
met and marred Vera Merle Pendergast on 
Tne 2,195 

"Vera Metle, daughter of Samuel Thomas and 
Sarah Woods Pendergast, was bora in her grand: 
parents’ log house, 16 tiles southeast of In 
Asta at Horse Shoe Lake, Alberta, Qetober 20, 
1108, She took her schooling at Horse Shoe Lake 
‘and moved with her family tothe Carlos asieiet 
May'Id, 1851. She, being the eldest, helped her 
folks on he farm and was on call for any fiend, 
nelghbor or relative who needed help, eometimes 
$ecelving pay, sometimes na. 

June 2, 1964 she and Joe went by team and 
democrat'to Leslevile, then bY train to Fed 
Deer to be marsied, 

“then the litle mistakes started’ 
betty Merle was born Maren iy 8%; Wiliam 
Dale was born tune 22, 199; Russel Lee was 
born September 6, 1957; Shirley Joan was bora 
June 27 193. All were born In the St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Rimbey. Hospital bills were pald not 
nly In eash ut with produce, ‘The hespital 
‘canned their own frults and vegetables, so would 
{ake most anything as payment 

"They recall one trip fo Lacombe in 1940 with 
Mrs. Nugent. They went with Mfrs, Nugent and 
‘Mere: Lindsay toa Feld Day at he Experimental 











Station and upon returning they ran into raln at 
Rimbey about eight o'clock inthe evening. The 
‘odd was so slippery they nad tote ropes athe 
ar and hola from sipping inte the aiteh, They 
aught up to Me Skorelko about three miles east 
at Leedate stuck in the middle of the road. By 
Dushing his car with Mrs. Nugent’s they both 
‘managed fo get f0 Leedale where Mr. Skoreiko 
famed north and they continued west, arriving 
ome af a.m. taking seven hours to go20 mes. 

Th 18ft Joe hired the Wolney Brothers. 10 
break and dise down three acres of land. After 
brush harrowing it, (eu willows, tied together 
and pulled with horses to smooth the Lend) ne 
fad Vera arive the team while he hand seeded 
this land trom the back ofa wagon with te ist 
Altaswede Clover seeded inthe Aurora district 
He then rented the Lana to Raiph Johnston, ex: 
ep! the hay land and nothing was done With the 
aver. In the spring of 1943 twas such mass 
‘ney burned ff The clover eame back so thick 
they nada terrible time haying i 

‘May 16, 199 Joe, Vera and farally moved to 
Sylvan Lake where Joo, wits the help of Maggie 
‘and Figgs, delivered tee, milk and weed. In 1984 
Jiggs became a celebrity when. he led the 
Dfangeman's Parade In Syivan Lake and Red 
Deer. tn 1885 they ult a new home in Sivan 
Lake which is now owned by’ Bob and Shiney 
Biekering 

‘On February 28, 146 one more little Mannix 
yas added fo the family with the arrival of Carol 
‘inne, 

‘About 1943 Joe wen! to work for Forest Pow 
‘man delivering Imperial ol and gas and aid odd 
{obs of earpentcy unl 1953 when he returned 0 
the farm at Carlos, Vera and Carol spent 
fummers on the farm but aid not move there un 
UulT858, Carol receiving her schooling at Sylvan 
Lake, Aurora, Leslievile and David Thompson, 
‘Over the years Joe served on the Aurora Sehoo| 
Board many tes. 

















Betty married Charles Albert June 2,195, 
‘They had three girls and two boys, Wendy, 
Peggy, Brian, Duane and Cindy” Cindy. was 
{aked from them in an accident September 1, 
1903, They reside at Sylvan Lake, 

Dale married Shirley: Popllehuk September 
25, 168. They have two girls and one boy, Shar, 
(Connie and Ranay. They reside at Sylvan Lake 

‘Shleley’ married Robert Plekering November 
‘22, 1951. Tney have to sons, Dazyl and Darren, 
ld reside at Svivan Late, 

‘Lee married Carrol Beit May’ 18,1962. They 
have two girls and two bovs, Vernita Dallas, 
Wade and Cartie, and reside at Leedale, 

‘Carol Anne Is sil single living tn Red Deer 

Tn February” 1982, Joe and Vera sold thelr 
farm to Lawrence May’ and after living a short 
time in Leslieville retires to Syivan Lake wnere 
they sil reside, 


MAY, LAWRENCE, 

1n'the fall of 1961, 1, Lawrence May, moved 
from Mantara, Saskatehewan to my new farm 
In the Aurora District Ti was the former farm of 
Mr. Joe Mannix and_my new home quarter 
umber was SEs 242.55. 

Coming. from the. prairie, where 1 was 
bothered with hay fever, twas alee surprise 10, 
find it disappearing in he Alberta air- Another 
Welcome change was the amount of rainfall we 
Teceived that frst year bul sometimes, £0 my 
Gismay, never seemed to know when fo stop. 

Tn August of 1982 maried the the forme 
Joan Stevenson of Flaxcombe, Saskatchewan 
land we moved a traller onto out farm. After be 
{nig used to power, water and telephone it seemed 
we were homesteading, ‘without these. con 
venlences, Out came the fiat rons, coal ll lamps 
dnd yesteryeas's appliances, 

The nent couple Fears were busy ones, Joan 
was teaching school at Leslevile and was busy 
bullding a barn, fences, ete. andteying to milk a 
herd of Holstein cows, no mean fest for nyoung 
man who didn't know one end of a cow from the 
ther. "Those winters were bad ones and ft was 8 
{common securrence for Jack or Milton Elot to 
{axe Joan to the senoo! bus n their democrat, as 
ur road Invariably was blocked with snow 

‘Our first sony James Darren, was born June 
13, 1964 at Bekvilie Hospital and Joan became 3 
fit time wife and mother 

Th the winter of 1969 we bought a Pembina 
Pipe line house and had it moved down trom 
Buck Creck 

“Then, was no diferent from ‘now and there 
was alvays Tots of work tobe done on the farm, 

‘On September 21, 1966 we had a baby ir 
Debbie Aan, to add fo our fami 

‘About this time T decided mllking cows was 
not my cup of tea and slowly started a range cow 
herd. The next few winters were spent working 
ngs up north. Belleveit or not, ie highlight of 
fy wife's socal life those Years was the fence 
lite phone’ installed between ourplace and Jock 




















Blots, 18 was there incase Joan needed help, 
‘but the ingle of the phone could be neard mor: 
ng, noon oF alg. 

‘Gn September 12,199 we had another baby, 
Lisa Dawn, and that winter I stopped worklng 
sway from home. 

‘The years have a way of blending one into 
another and us remembering them by what Nas 
happened. Ih 1970, Dareen started. schoo! at 
Ueltevile, riding the bus to ana fro each day 

‘Nineteen seventy-one’and 1972 were Years 
spent fencing, pling roots, burning brush ples 
ahd all the olf Jobs tobe found on the farm. 
Glearing tand is a never-ending Job on a nc¥ 
place and you just get finished to start again 

T purchased the Robb Ervin quarter, SwW. 2. 
a2 5:4V5, int? toad tour place. This ave me 
high ground plus a year around spring, which 1 
needed 

Twas now Debbie's turn t0 start school at 
Leslieville and Lisa followed in 1913 

"The past few ears Joan has been teaching at 
Condor? the ehilaren have become invalved in 
afterschool activities and my leisure hours are 
Spent coaching a minor hockey team at Eekvile 
dlring the winter and laling part in other com 
‘unity affaire the rest of the vear, 

1's funny when one looks backward how the 
hardships of yesterday can bring back a feeling 
ff nostalgia today. 
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McPHERSON 
Sohn Lite 

“Jabez eas born in 679 He came from Clark 
County, Wisconsin, USA. He came to Canada in 
1900, ZellaAellissa “Osgood "was. born. ear 
‘Milwatkee, Wisconsin in 180 She came. 10 
Canada on the last day’ of January 1902. They 
Were united In marriage on September 15, 1918. 
They made thelr home around the Bentley ds 
tet 

Th 1913 It Is belloved they started up the frst 
sawmill in township 4-5 located by the spring on 
ihe NW 17-45 to mil the pine and spruce onthe 
(quazter Taras, as most mills, diven by a steam 
neine, which vas run by” Dick. Sambrooke 
‘Taber was the sawyer, also an edger as Used 
‘Tonn Whitesei ran the planer. was believed fo 
have turned out about 10,00 feet of planed 
Timber a day which was hauled to Bentley and 
Eckuille. Most of the freghting was dane’ by 
Charlle Whiterel and Wilbur. Charlie hauled the 
Tumber with his horses to Gilby and Wil took 
(ver the load with his horses and finished hauling 
the load toentley where most ofthe lumber as 
Sold, However, some ofthe lumber washauled 
Bekville. Charile Whitesell was also one of the 
fist homesteaders Inthe township, taking up the 
SE 41.5.3 in July 1905. brother of Charlie's, 
Detbert who worked at thermal, Romesteaded the 
RW 4aL5'W5 bn May 2907 





JABEZ AND ZELLA — as told to 
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‘There sas a second mil site started around 
1920 on the NE 2041 5.W5, Very lite s known 
‘except that Jaber had fo buy equlpment as he 
had So1d his machinery’ after the milling was 
Hiniehed onthe first ites there was no intention 
offs sawing again. He had been ona lente and 
‘Steing the stand of timber, he could not resist the 
urge to go sawmilling again. So he went 10 
Lacombe to the forestry office and obtained a 
erm to mil 

The logaing was contracted to Robert E. 
Hayward. who employed other local 
omesteaders to cut the tees, 

‘irs, Zella McPherson cooked for the erew 
wth the help of Mrs. (Diek) Vivian Sambrooke, 
She remembers canalng 500 quaris of frull oe 
Simmer which was taleen out in the wagon box of 
bats, which Was for the horses, Not one jar of 
‘ult was broken 

Some ofthe crew was made up of Charlie An 
rews, Frank Andrews, Willam Gray, Wiliam 
MePherson. ‘The otters are unknown 


MORE NOTES on the fire, Information from 
nek Eliot 

“Jack recalls that there were about 10,00 logs 
nat had been eit, skidded and decked, that 
bburned down fo heaps of ashes. Can you imagine 
‘he ma hours of work that had gone Into geting 


‘nage logs onthe roll ways, only to see them burn 
we 
‘As mentioned in the. previous story, Mr. 
Montgomery rushed to the reek for safety. 
What made nis pedea so harrowing was the fact 
‘hat nearby was'a pile of between 200 to 3.000, 
Togs that burned. Quite some "eamp tire", ek?” 
Ti Was only'@ miracle that saved the families 
who were escaping. It the five had been But 10 
Iinutes aliead of them they would never Rave 
made i, Had only one large tree fallen across 
Thole pain ie would have eu of thelr exit- Aster 
the fie t took thousands of cus to clean all the 
{allen trees and debris from the teal to make it 
‘sable again 
Jack led Maurice MeTighe trom the mil to 
Clarence Roberts. His eves were practically 
‘swollen shut from the exposure fo smoke. Ro. 
berts fed them and bedded them down, and the 
Mounties brought tem out home the flowing 


PENDERGAST, SAMUEL, THOMAS AND 
SARAH WoODS — by Sam Pendergast — 1908 

‘Sam Pendergast’ came {rom Ontario. 10 
homestead in the Horse Shoe Lake dlstret in 
1800, On July 2th, 2907 he married Sarah Woods 
Jardine. Bora to them were it eniaren, nine sur 
‘lvings namely: Vera Merle, born October 20, 
1008; Thelma Ove, bora February 16, 810: Har 
fan Russell, born November 10, 182: James 
Willard Donald, bora February 16, 1915; Alma 
oth, born May 5, 1917; Lols Anna, bora August 
33, 161; Phyllis, bora April 1, 24; Kenneth 
High, born May 1, 12s; and Margaret Marie, 
tor Seplerber 23,10 

in 153 they moved to the Carlos distriet to 
homestead the N-E. 5141'5W.5, but lived on the 
Hanna place, NE. 6425.W-5, while proving Up 
the homtesteed. Sam logged the first winter they 
‘were here and bullt a log house the next spring. 

‘Alma and Lols attended the Aurara school a 
short time then fook correspandence as Iwas 
‘more convenfent, Pai, Hugh and Marg attended 
‘he Lone Deet school, Sam helped bulld the ada 
Hon onto the Avrora sehool 

They farmed at Carlos intl 1840 when they 
‘moved to Install where Sam worked a2. 
Carpenter unl he retired, He worked at the 
owaen Alr Port fn T1044 

‘Vera married Joe Mannix, June , 1904 They 
reside at Sylvan Lake 

‘live married Wiliam Harrison, Oetober 1, 
1995, They reside at Bowden 

‘Ruse ‘married "Jess Erskine in. December, 
3905 Thoy reside at Lantzville, B.C. 

‘im married Jean Reid December 20, 1957 
They reside at Prince George, British Columba 

‘ima (Toots) married Gordon Gray, June & 
gsr, They farmed in the Carlos disitiet unl 
Gordon's passing in 1974 Alma now resides In 
Eekville 

Tals (Bon) married Clarence Gray. July 1%, 
17 They reside In Rocky Mountain louse 














Phyllis married £. 


Stewart Quartly 
November 6,196, Stewart led January 5, 1988 
at Install, Phylis now resides In Fea Deer. 

Hugh married ‘Lanka ‘Garaick, March 25, 
1850, They reside in Rb 

‘Margaret resides tn Innistal, 

Sem spent hls retired years visiting friends 
and relatives, traveling In site Anglia car It 
{S'sata that he found a mew relative every hip. He 
‘was like a newspaper, for each stop he gathered 
Information fo carry on and left the news be ed 
ff previous stops. He slept away at Tansfall on 
September 9 185 

‘Sarah belag il and losing her eyesight, didn’t 
travel but remained at Innisfil and later in the 
Fed Deer Nursing Home unl her passing April 
anasto, 

In his later years, Sam turned his hand to 
writing poems, One being: 

‘This is ATberta 

While winter's grip ts olding 

We look foreward fo the spring, 

‘When the fee and snow have vanished 

And the birds begin to sing 

We look forthe leaves and flowers, 

To brighten up the land 

1's the wonderful plan f nature, 

‘Ts the touch of the Master's hand. 

When busy hands have planted 

The dod seed in the sol, 

Farmers walt wth hope and patience, 

“Till rewarded for ther tol 

When withthe rain and sunshine 

‘There is grain o'er all te land, 

Then the farmers reap the harvest, 

From the foueh of the Master's hand. 

The comes along the Autumn, 

When the leaves have turned to gol 

As the sun is setting inthe West 

‘What a beautifl sight to behold 

‘ime comes for the summer to take a rest, 

‘The ground to be covered with snow, 

For fhe Norihern Lights to beignten the sky, 

‘With thelr site and golden glow 

The wonderful beauty of nature, 

When there's peace o'er all the land, 

Let us stop ana think It's all been done, 

[By a touch of the Master's band 





RANDALL, W. A. — by Florence Randall 
‘Arne Willem Randall, my husband for over 
31 Years passed away. August 6, 1977. He wa 
man proud of hls four children’ and two 
Grandchildren, and a man proud of hs Finnish 
Heritage, He was a man who appreciated le and 
lived It io the fullest; a man who loved three 
things above all: his home, is work: and the 
Sea. This handsome, dignified "man of high 
‘morals bore a graciousness few men ave 
‘Our married life was as complete and 
beautiful as any married life could have been. 
We had ups and downs. But from every down we 











learned to cope better with the next down as well 
as to appreciate our many ups. Weilved more in 
‘our marzied ie than many couples in tele com 
bined lifetimes, Everything, we, desived oF 
endeavored to accompsh we ald. There sre NO 
‘ogrels, And nothing unfinished 

‘Ame consoled much mare than he sought to 
be consoled whieh was evidenced by the 
thousands of students who sought his counsel As 
fone student wrote to him "You nave been willing 
{be whatever person we needed at the time 
Sometimes a fate: sometimes a friend; always 
‘teacher and advisor, 

‘Where there was hatred he endeavored to sow 
loves where there was injury, he pardoned. 
Where tere was doubt he eneouaged faith, and 
where sadness he gave joy. Wherever there was 
fespair he provided hope. His blind student, 
Harry Cordellls, wrote, "You opened te dor for 
fe (0 8 beautifal world 

AS a leading educator he created an environ 
‘ment where learning had (o ake place beause Ne 
‘ared about people- AS a student wrote, “T am 
‘Sire you do nol remember every student whose 
lie you nave entered and effected, but you must 
be aware that a spark of you ives within each of 

‘Ame was nota religious man, as such, bute 
lived the ‘en Commandments. Our family’s 
‘hllosophy has become our religion, We believe 
Ina higher power, but we also believe in a con 
Sciousness which ‘enables man to realize The 
‘neness ofthe Universe, to sense the presence in 
Sand throughout it and to comprehend that love 
{s the ruleand bass of the Cosmos ~ oF a cosmle 
consciousness. 

We belleve in reincarnation, Arne and 1 and 
the otter members of our family have been 
{ogettier many times and willbe together again 
Death is merely a short separation, Are has 
shed his bodily clothing and walked from one 
oom into another far more best 

“Two ‘weeks before Arne passed on he ex 
perleneed few moments of hupreme lumina 
Hon, This experlence, or revelation as he ex 
Dressed It, no doubt slariied his thinking about 
Ife and death and a higher power. Perhaps this 
Is why the aght before passing avay he asked 
{or apriest Mass was sald for Arae in California 
the following morning, as well asin Polson. 

‘Walt Whitman asked himself, “Ts it Iucky to 
‘be born?” He answered his own question, "its 
st as Tucks to de." We can omy feel that Arne 
Was lucky too — afters Sevensmonth bout With 

The rest of our family will earry on until we 
meet again. 














RICHARDSON, ED. — by Florence Elllot 
Born In Saratoga, Minnesota, fd Richardson 
came fo Canada as young man and worked for 
Stow yearsin the Alliance and Daysland district 
or Alberts 
‘On February 2, 1908 he married May’ 








isner 











2 Daysland, To this union were born 10 children, 
Hazel, George, Ella, Charl, Alleen, Marjorie 
Lawrence and Florenee, (twins) Edna, Harvey 
Ells passed away'at the age of seven and Charile 
4s a baby and they were both buried at Forest 
burg where the folks were living at the time, 
Hanverrwas born after they eame fo Leedale ad 
\kasa baby of wo or three weeks when he passed 
Sway and is ried in Leedale Cemetery 

Many dry years and hard times forced the 
Richardsons to make a change and hope things 
would be better. In the spring of 828 they moved 
tothe Auroca disriet five miles west of Leedale 
Where they settieg on the SE. 304-5 and made 
Thets home there for several Years. At that time 
there was only trail from Leedale west and 
‘many springs the high waters trom the Gimiet 
{Greek or Meticine River made f almost impos 
ble fo get tothe store at Leeda 

‘zal and George were ished schoo! when 
wwe arrived in the district, 0 Allen; Marjorie, 
Lawrence and myselt, (Florence! attended 
School at Aurora. Edna was too young, but joined 
inlater. We rede Rorseback to school and Aurora 
elng bull a the top of a il it meant one thing 

wine kid the backend of the horse always ld 
tt, (that was me) and don't ever recall Hiding 
fovine top = T walked! 

Inthe winter wwe were driven to school. The 
istic neighbors took Turns Taking us and the 
feacher.T recall one time when we were upset 
ght in front of the school, teacher Kids, books, 
Inet buckets and blankets, areal show. We kids 
and the driver thought t was real funny, Dut the 
{eacher thought it was done on purpose and was 
fulte upset about it al 

Lealer on we moved farther south and went to 
Washington Heights School. We were older then 
land Wwe walked fo schoo! two and a half miles 
The school children used (o tale turns and did 
the anor work for whieh we were paid $5.2 
month. Inthe winter we had to be there an hour 
Before the vest ofthe ehildren to get the fire go- 
{hg and hope to have the school warm before the 
thers got there. Those were the days! 











HAZEL, married Onell Murphy and they 
ed in tie Bingley district. They” had seven 
clldren. Del passed aifay, and Hazel and the 
family moved to Rocky. After her family were 
all married and on thelt oi, Hagel matried 8 
‘Widower, Earl Gray. Hazel passed away’ in June 
ise 

‘GEORGE never married, He went overseas 
In 1843 and was wounded while In service. When 
he came back he settled in the Bingley disttet 
Also, He passed away April 21972 

AILEEN married Eugene Lindsay and lived 
In the Aurora district where she ralseda family 
ot five eldrea, She passed away October 6, 1811, 

‘MARJORIE martied Richard (Dick) Owens, 
lives at Cloverdale, B.C., and’nas raised afar) 
of elght children, 

LAWRENCE never married but he makes is 
hhome inthe Leedale istic, He has house and 
ot there 

FLORENCE, (that {s myself, married Jack 
Eilot, May 3, 1843 and we have six ehiléren and 
live. in the Aurora alstriet (Special Note — 
Florence passed away on December #, 1977) 

"EDNA married Victor Mlsner, they vein ihe 
Last West district and have six children 

Dad Richardson passed away In 1946 and 
mother passed avway in 182 

















ARTHUR ROBB FAMILY — by Florence 
(obb) Bobter 

‘Arthur Robb was the eldest son of Wilam 
‘and Bertha Robb, He came with the family trom 
Langley Prairie, B.C. in Isl 

in 103 Arthur Tied on the SE 20415. 
(als isthe quarter more recenty owned by his 
nephew, Leonard), This land had been part ofthe 
5-75. MePherson’s timber berth. When It was 
opened for nomesteading, Arthur filed on It im. 
fedlatly. He didn't live oni, although the boys 
‘allt a fog bullang on It which was convenient 

Arthur's father had bought the Solte quarter, 
SW. 27-415-N5, from Archie. MeKinnon 1h 
Lael. (He wae eal estate agent, and 
Toaned money, too). Ths transaction Was around 
‘Wit or thereabouts, After fathen's death in 1929 
Arthur got the Solitz quarter, and about four 
‘Years lafer he abandoned his Homestead s0 that 
his brotter Harry could have that quarter. 

‘Arthur was married June 9, 1991. His wie, 
Beit, had been bora in Londod, England, had 
‘worked in Toronto, and then came fo Red Déer to 
furse at the Provincial ‘Training School. Twas 
Working there also, for aime, ahd while there I 
‘het Beth, and eventually introduced her to my 
brother. Because our father would not heat tell 
of Arthur living away from home, he and Beth 
Wwent {0 Red Deer, got married and Arthur got 
Work there. They dint come back fo Caos tn 
Ur father's funefal in October, 1829, 

beth and Arihus had two children, Clarence 
and Margaret. Beth Delonged to the Ladies" Club 
and Arthur was active on the schoo! board 
‘Arthur bulit'the foursroomed, two-storey. log 











ROBB, HARRY — by Janet Robh 

Hensy Joseph Robb, (Harry), was the 
roungesi son of William’ Robb, He’ was born 
September 5,186 at Langley, B.C., one of wins 
His’ twin brother Howard’ stephen dled In 
February 1901 at the age of 41 sears 

Harsy came to Alberta with nis parents, 
brother Aethur, and sister Florence in June 118 
He was drafted nto the army during the frst 
‘World War: While raising at Petawawa Campin 
Ontario In early 1918 he ‘became sick seth 
ppacumonla, Had it not been for hs flend Bert 
Baxter finding him so the Would Ukely have 
died, When he was well enough to travel he was 
flscharged and sent home, but Was long time 
Fecovering 

"re would work in the bush at MePherson’s 
lumber mill inthe winter. He also Worked with 
farmers during the summer’ months. He iked 
horses and usually sported a good sadale horse. 

‘When Acthur Robb returned from Taranto fo 
take over the family farm, ne abandoned tis 
Homestead In Harry's tavour. When the Tom 
Skorstengaard family arrived in the district, 
{hey rented Harry's farm Until they had & house 
built fo ve in on thelr own land, 

Harry was united in marriage to Mar 



















































house, with the veranda, that stl stands on that 
and, although no longer eecupied, 

Arthur farmed unt 198) when he had a farm, 
auction sale and moved to Syivan Lake. About 
this time ne Joined the army’ After hs discharge 
the family moved tothe coast, where Margaret 
Imacried Bruno Wieler, They have two daughters 
4nd a.son. Clarence aise married, ana has four 
Sons. He Isa postman in Kamloops, B.C. 

‘Tater on, Arthur and Bett moved fo Rutland 
Jn the Okanagan Valley, then tn about 1958 or $0 
they moved tack to the coast fo White Rock, 

‘Arthur passed away July 5, 1888, and hls wie, 
Bett, dled the folowing spring. 














Alma Laye fa 1994. Marion was born April 23, 
{bul near Wigeins Lancashire, England. She was 
{ne eldest daughter of Mr. and irs. Benjamin 
Lave, who settled in the area between Leedale 
land Rimbey. Marion came to Canada, by boat, 
‘ven she vas five Years Od 

‘Harry and Marion lived for many years on 
Harry's homestead farm. Later they moved a 
Fale mile farther north 20 NW 21 which was 
purenasea from Herb and Wit Dale, the fand 
Where their son Howard and family sil live. 

Tey worked hard rough the years, and 
but up thelr farm. They purchased one of the 
first tractors to be used for farming in the dls 
fret, a new John Deere model AR 

‘Harry and Marion have three children — Nor. 
ma, Howard and Leonard and fourteen 
brandenilaren 

‘NORMA married Harvey Stewart and now 
tives on a farm at Bluffton. They nave three 
childeen ~ Lesile, who ls married: and Ronale 
find Marilyn, 

HOWARD married Janet Wison. They have 
six entlren, 

LEONARD married Debra Wilson and they 
nave five ehilaen, 

Harry passed. away {n Red Deer hospital 
September 8, 1852. For many Years. Marlon 
lived on the fam with her sons She eventually 
Fetined to the Rime mursing home where she 
Fesided until her passing on July 23, 197 





ROBB, HOWARD 

‘Howard stanley Robb was born May’ 28,19, 
ine oldest son of Harry and Marion Robb. He 

ok hs schooling mostly at Wastington Heights, 
but aso attended Aurora for a short the. 

At the age of ld years, afer the death of bis, 
father’ In 185, he and his ten year old brother 
Teonard, undertook to carry on the farming 
bperation. They would go to schoo! trough the 
dy. and as soon as they got home, they would 
head for the fields, somentmes working il after 
‘midnight to get the land seeded Inthe spring and 
harvested in the fll. They cared for a herd of 
fate and pu Up the hay for thelr winter feeding, 











A few years after their father passed aveay, 
their mother, Marion, twas sivfeken With a 
paralytie stroke, and invallded. So for many 
Sears the boys eared for thelr mother as well 

"For several years the Robb brothers, Freliag 
brothers and Carl Skorstengaard Jointly owned 8 
threshing machine and all worked together at 
harvest time 

1 1985 Howard and Leonard purchased a 

‘cat and entered info te construction business 
Since then Howard has worked throughout ihe 
forth central Alberta repion on road construc 
tion and oll eld work, 

‘On December 20,1863, Howard married Janet 
wilson, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Woodrow Wilson of Bingley. Howard and Janet 
hhave six children, and now ive on the farm his, 
parents once lived on. “Their children are 
Pamela, Angela, Beck’ Sheldon, Montes and 
Sherman, 








ROBB, LEONARD 
Teenard Franklin Robb was born April 20, 
{912 the second son of Harry and Marion Robb, 
He took all his schooling at Washington Helghs, 

Leonard's childhood was eut short bythe 
death otis father when he was oy 10years ol 

‘Leonard started in atthe age of 10 and along 
with his brother Howard, they farmed thelt 
father's ana. 

HHventually, Leonard owned the quarter see- 
ton his father had first owned, the SE 2045. 

[Leonard svas united in marriage to. Debra 
‘wilson'on January 8, 1986. Debra ts the third 
eughter of Mr- and Mrs. Woodrow Wilson of 
Bingley. Leonara and Debra have tive children 
Kevin, Caivia, Dean, Denise, and Melanle. 

For several years Leonard. and his family 
Lived in a mobile home on the home place. in Oe 
ober 1968, an oll heater fire completely 
Sestroyed thelt home and contents, For the next 
Sie years the family rented the Willam Lees 
buildings. Leonard's mother lived with the fami 
Iy for several of these years before retiring to 
Rimbey 

‘Leonard has sold hls quarter f and tothe Bill 
Mefiwraith family, and now resides on an 
[sereage near Oras. in J965 he went into the Toad, 
{and oll eld construction business with Dis 
‘other. He now works independently, and owns 
snd operates "Len's Enterprises company of 
‘heavy equipment machines, He also owns a few 
‘head of horses. Horses were something hls father 
‘was always interested In foo, 


WILLIAM ROBB AND ED BOBIER FAMILIES 
“by Florence (Robb) Bobier 

Wiliam Robb was born in Fergus, Ontario, 
and his wife, Bertha, was bora in Belleville, On 
tanio. They ‘married ang lived at Langley 
Praitie, BAC Iu May 1914 Wiliam Robb came to 
Alberts fo look for land inthe Peace River coun 
thy. When he went tothe land office in Calgary he 
Was directed to the country north of Leslievile. 








He chose the SE 2241.5.W, then went back 10 
Calgary and filed on i. This and had been aban 
‘Goned by Carlos Sleeper, anearler homesteader 
from North Dakota, U.S.A, Mr Sleeper had bult 
a bullding 16" by 32" intending to Rave a store 
business He tried, but with tle success. He 
also tried (o gt a post office, but before that was 
‘ompleted he beeame discouraged and handea it 
Sl! over to Jalmer Ostrem and his vite, and 
Feturned to North Dakota 

Th June 1941, the Robb family came, bag and 
baggage, 19 Alberta. My brothers, Arthir and 
Farry, and a rlend of thelr, camoin the boxcar 
‘wila four horses and household goods and some 
Tarm Implements, besides furniture of ME. and 
Mrs. Hayward. ‘The boxcar was. shipped to 
Blacktalds, then had to be unloaded sna the 
things frelgnted by wagon and teams from there 
te Carles, a distance of about 50 males 

My oldest sister, Bertha (hrs. Harry Pater. 
son) wa lft behind in Vancouver, B.c, My other 
sister, Ethel, was away to St. Paul, Mlimesota, 
USA, wisiing relatives when we moved. Shé 
Tater came to visit at home when she returned 
from St, Paul, A few years later she married 
rank Bain at Hardlsty, alberta, and they made 
dmonton thelr permanent home 

My" mother and myself, Florence, then a 
young girl of 11 years, came by C.P-R. 10 Red 
Deer: We took a stagecoach trom there to Bur 
bank, where we caught the C.N'R. going west 
We arrived in Lestevile some ti Inthe night 
found our way’ fo the Hopkins Hotel and after 
Supper we went to bed. The next morning Sirs 
Hayward and four children (our travelling com 
anions) started off for Carlos in one vehicle, 
fnd Mother and In another. We had a spanking 
fine team of drivers and buggy all fom the 
livery barn. We were the first passengers over 
tat “rocky road to Dublin.” It was a drive of 
fome 10 miles over rmuskeg and rough roads 
‘Arrangements were made for Mother and me 10, 
Sleep ata neighbor's, Mrs, Ostrems, nome. Nis 
Satterland, another neighbor, gave op his home 
So we two families could use until our houses 
‘were ready to use 

"The second day after we arrived Mother and I 
decided, stter breakfast at Mrs. Ostrem's, {0 
‘walk the mile to our house. There it was, sitting 
‘nthe topaf alll no tres, and well exposed to 
the wind from all directions. We Took a look 
around. ‘The yard was strewn with tin cans, 
aper and garbage. Inside, the Noor wasn't t03 
fry. There was a singe board partition across 
{he center of he nouse, but no celing and no win 
Aows. We saw a ladder type stairway up the west 
‘end of the house and a hole inthe foo was the 
Way upstalrs. Once we had climbed. the 
“claleway", we found that ne end had been used 
for a hay mow and ehiekens. We swept and did 
bur best, bul soap and hot water were badly 
needed 

“The load containing our stove, beds, and some 
cooking utensils nally arrived and Wwe moved 

















Into our house. To erect the stove was the first 
‘major job, as required sx feet of stovepIpe for 
4 chimney. Tae Hayward family occupied the 
fast room downstairs, and we slept upstalts, 
‘hile the kiteen was shared by alll persons 
Until the Haywards had erected a bullding t0 
‘ave ino, In this sew country we seon learned 
We had unwanted company af night. People who 
Were no longer in fhe country had kad bea bugs 
‘Sand Wve packed ther home in our clothes, The 
logs of the beds were set In cans of coal oli and 
the beds were searched regularly for these 
‘ereatures. We could often find them in the desks 
aoa 

‘That first winter, Arthur and Harry got work 
at McPherson's mill nearby. Before they went to 
work at the mill, though, they Wweat hunting 
Somewhere west of Herman Freitag’s 
homestead. They shot a deer, hung It na tree 
And came home. Harey collapsed about one-alt 
‘nile from Home. Arthun eame home and Father 
went back fo heip Harry home. Early next day 
[Arihupandhistather drove back and brought the 
deer home, Tals was a real treat added to the 
bread and flour gravy which had boen our dally 
‘ict For breakfast rolled oats and bread, dinner, 
bread and gravy, supper the same. Occasionally 
‘we had a meal of bolled beans for a change of 
let. We didn't even have potatoes that fist 
Summer. When Arthur had workedin te ml for 
Avie he got a sack of potatoes for wages. We 
earned’ that the potato water In whieh” the 
Potatoes Wad been cooked improved the flour 
Eravy when added tot, Without even one bite fo 
fat, Father drove over 25 miles inthe spring of 
{815 fond potatoes for seed, After that year we 
had plenty of potatoes, We aie lot of rabbits in 
the frst winter, but when they became diseased 
We stopped eating them. The ext year we had @ 
fgacden? tuenips, carrots and parsnips made & 
Welcome aaaition to our meals’ Tt was two Years 
Before we had milk, Father bought a cow 8 
sale, She wasnt a good mllter, but even that It 
tie was a big help. T also added butter to our 
ment, There was no rouble with water ithough 
had to be hauled in barzels from’a nearby 
Spring. A cold Job on a winter day, bat ft wa, 
‘ood, pure water 

Tn the summer of 1915 Rather and arthur 
went to Vulean to werk in the harvest with 10 
Teams-and two racks. During thelr stay there, 
‘one ofthe horses got loose, and dled from eating 
{oo much wheat from ain. Shorly after ths, the 
tfher horse died, and this was guitea severe ise 
‘Father came home wit the remaining tear and 
rack, and Arthur stayed to esrn mare money 

“Two years later Mother was offered the post 
mistress job, at @ salary of $100 per year. The 
‘company and social side of the Job meant con 
Siderable to her, as she couldnt get out among 
‘he people, and this ob brought them fo her. She 
kept his fb for the next 19 years, and Father got 
the Job of carrying the mall atthe same time. 

‘here was no school for me to attend that frst 



























summer, However, by 1915 Nils Satterland 
offered his house fr a senociroom and a teacher 
Was fred, By" IsI7 our Washington Helghis 
School had been bull and T finished my grade 
Schooling there, tn 1890 went to Three ils Bi 
be College 

‘Mother missed hor church connections and 
felt that there should be some witness in The 
nelghbornood. Both Mother and Father were 
Faised Presbyterians in Ontario, They wrote fo 
{ne Presbytetian Board in Red Deer and in 1920 
Wiliam Wilson oSteGil University was sent out 
{or the summer months. Sunday’ services were 
held fairly regulary for the next five years. In 
1858 held Sunday Sehool in Washington Height, 
{hen inthe afternoon { walked over {0 Aurora, 
{our mies away, for another service. ! would eat 
‘lunch along the roadside, 

Th the spring of 1877 Arthur got married in 
Red Deor and worked there forthe next {0 OF 
three years. In the fall of 1929 our father was ad 
mitted to the Red Deer Hospital. He’ was 
fopersted on for cancer ofthe stomach, but died 
tober 8 in He ie burke nthe Leave 

‘Mother and I stayed alone onthe farm forthe 
next year. We hed Chari Ambury fo help with 
butte work Arthur and his family arrived In 
{he late fll of 180 fo lake over the work on the 
{arm an taey lived with Mother while T went to 
Bible College. A year later when Tcame home I 
found Mother was not too wel, oT stayea home 
tocare for er and arthur and his family moved 
to the Joha Sota farm, We rented the land to an 
Outsider, and wth the post office, my garden and 
the ereaim cheques we managed. 

"bought a cow and ten day-old calf from Mt 
Entenap for $2. She was an excellent mike, 














‘le in eream. In the fal of 19851 bought anothe 
‘ow from Bill Ersiine. She didn’ prove t0 be 
Sten good milker, 1 had her Butchered. T 
fanned ‘one quarter of the meat, returned’ a 
(quarter Towed to Arthur and sold one halt for 
$85, the price {had pald for the cow. The next fall 
sold the eat for $9 





We couldnt continue to lve in the old house 
con the ils early nthe spring of 187 Took ost 
‘Thome-lmproveren loan I contracted the 
tearing down the old house and bulaing that 
ite stuceo house on the south road esr he 
West corer of our quarter. Tval and Earl 
Johnston bul'a barn and chicken hoe of oss 
{or us, We moved info our new house on AUgUS 
13, in. 

‘The need ofa store Inthe district became evl- 
dent sot talked over the idea with my fiend, 
Will'afekinon, a merenant in Lesevile: He 
Socked me with some groceries, and opened up 
ihe store in he kitchen along with the post office 
‘it was gong gute well, but os the work! Ship 
Ding eretm, caring for the cow, pigs, chickens 
dim gatden, a well as th post elice (ny 
mother having’ retired tn 1904) was all my 
esponsibility With the added work of he store 
Geelded T needed a Relpmate, snd tis led tomy 
‘decision to get married 

‘My’ hisdend, Edmund Bobler, was born in 
Moosominy Saskstenewan, August 5,190" e 
had (ake his teacher's isining course, then 
Gecided to go noresteading in the Peace River 
country. We were marsied May 15, 195 When { 
‘married Twas required, by the las in force, to 
Fellngulsh my postions postmistres 

‘Now Thad one job less, and some hel, but not 
forlong. World War Il broke ou an my fsband 
Jolned the Airforce and my brother Arthur joined 
{he army: This et me wit te store, the farm 
work, and my first son, who was Tel comfort 
to me. "The aid adage “here is no rest forthe 
wicked” certainly applied tome, My second son 
Stoney, was tor whe my husband wa ta 
Uniform, and ten and a half months iter 
third son, Aled arrived ay 

‘Aured's arrival caused abt of excitement, as 
te was born two months prematurely” My hus 
‘and had been discharged from the Airforce by 
{hs time, o about nine o'clock Inthe evening of 
February 15, he got the team and cutter ready, 
‘wrapped men blankets in the sleigh, and we set 
ti tor the Eckville Hospital, 2 miles away. At 
eslievile we chanued ino Bt, Willan Mekin 
non's car and he Murried me on to Eek, In 
Spite of icy roads we arrived saely. and just 
‘shor midnight my Valentin was born Tat was 
{race for lf, and my three pound baby ives to 
days a man of six fet three inches tall. 

‘On April, 1985 we moved our family t Con 
dor ana'purchased the sick store Business 
For ve Years we carried on there but in 18 
Sold out and moved tothe Peace River county. 
‘The Government waa offering returned 8 
Vicemen land there. Due fo the fact that we 
‘tread owned a quarter there we moved onto 
find then looked over the Government land. We 
took a half section near Belioy, and started In 
hamesteading again. We lived in two IZ by 1¢ 
ranaries hat we had ull onthe land. Eater we 
Sia’ move the house from fdmund's first 
Homestead ont this land. We farmed here dnl 














1965, ovhen we sold out and moved tothe ety of 
Grande Prairie. In 1072 we were on the move 
‘once more. Tals time we bought a home in High 
River. t has praven to be a lovely place for 
Tetirement, and with my son Alfved this is where 
Tam living today 

‘My mother, always a yery tiny frallooking 
pprson, moved with us fo Condor, and then tothe 
Peace ‘iver country. She went homesteading 
with us when se was 88 years of age. On 
December 1, 190, Mother passed away ai our 
home neat Belloy, atthe ripe old age of years 
She had given birth to seven children but never 
‘nce in all her Years was she in 2 hosptal. Four 
Of her children predeceased her. Harry's twit 
fied at the age of five years, and my twin atthe 
lage of nine years, before we moved to he Carlos 
firea. Harsy ied in. Red Deer Hospital trom 
Cancer, ou September 18, 1852. Ethel dled 
SFanuar} 8.1953, and Arthur dled July 5, 1968. 
husband, Bamind Bobtes, passea away’ here at 
High River tn October, 1878 

Although my family has grown smaller, my 
memories of them andthe life we. all fad 
{getter remains as clear as ever. My to older 
Sons are married, and Ihave three 
brandenildcen, I am active and busy with my 
arden and home here, and T love to travel 





ED ROBINSON — by the Robinson Family 

‘Daa Was born in Grand Forks, North Dakota, 
UsAvon August 1, 1895. He came tothe Alsask 
area of Sask. with his parents in 191, later mov 
{ng to Rearvlle, in the Chinook area, where they 
had homesteads, Fa married Alma Beryl 
Clipsham ia January, I8{7. She wes bora in On 
tario May 19,189. They farmed in the Calnook 
fea for tine 

Tn 1828 dad, my uncle, and some neighbors 
went to the Peace River country, looking for 
Tend, and some of them found land fo their king 
Inthat area, However, later that fall, dad bought 
land tn the Condor Distrlet. They moved In he 
Spring of 1828, on acoount ofthe depression, They 
‘came. by Model Pond and thelt possessions 
‘came by tran, The first stop was a farm south of 











Condor. Five children, Arthur, Jean, Eagar, 
‘Gordon, and Dora had been bora while dad and 
mom were living in the Chinook avea, 

‘One episode that I remember was that my 
dad sister, seh00l teacher, came to Vist Us 
‘As the roads were far from good, one mile of 
‘whieh was rough corduroy, she decided thatthe 
Side looked mach better she was lucky that her 
‘car aldnt break through the muskeg? After nd 
Ing out what muskeg was, she decided to Keep 19 
the ponds in this country 

‘We later moved toa rented farm east of Con 
or. Tn hese years we altended Rearville School 
fn the praltic, Dalsy' Nook, and Shady Lane 
Scnoois in the Condor ares. We had to ride 
horseback, and later walked, as there was nobus 
fn those days 

In Mareh of 1992, dad moved the family to a 
farm in the Aurora Distrit where we atlended 
that schoo, Tals move was made by team and 
Wagon — over poor roads! Allee, Donna and 
Roger (Bud) were born inthe Aurora ares, 

‘iy parents were active members of the ais. 
trict. Dad was on the schoo! board and belonged 
to the original Social Crealt Party which put on 
‘teriainment inthe district. in 1982 there were 
S numberof families who moved into the district, 
Sovthe ite log scheal had To have an extension 
[Eided to accommodate te #9 pupils, 

“There was a spring south of dad's called King 
Springs. This is where they held plenes and bal, 
games every Saturday afternoon, People came 
Sn horseback, With teams and wagons, oF 
‘walked. No one was too busy then to enjoy an 
afternoon of sports. We had a creek past our 
Bulldings whieh troze and flooded in the winter 
time. The Young people ofthe district found this 
fn ideal skating Pink. ‘There was also a big ll 
jst west on Hleringer's; which made a 00d, 
Bobsted nu 

‘Mother started the first ladles’ club inthe dis- 
tele. It was called the Aurora Ladies’ Sewing 
Cree. tis main purpose was to teach ine young 
people how to sew and do different erats 

Tn 1946, Robinsons had a sale. They had sold 
the farm’ to their son Art. With their three 
youngest children they moved to British Colum: 
bias ohere ty ied unt the fall oF 987 At this 
lime they returned to Alberta and seitied in 
Leedale. In 1950, Mother took over the post of 
fice, where ane was posimistress for IT years. 
Dad passed away'ai theendaf May, 1851. Mother 
‘was a member of the U.c.W. and was the 
Lisedale news correspondent for several years. 
‘When she left Leedsle she took a trip to Ontario, 
the place other birth Here, she attended the Ex 
positon, as well as visited her aunt. Upon her 
Feturn, she settled In Red Deer, where she was 
‘ery active in many organtzations unt her pass 
Ing in September of 19, at the age of 75 years 

‘The Bd Robinson famly. included elghi 
children, “Art, the eldest, farmed the home 
‘quarter for 40 years 

“Jean martied Rob Ervin 

















Edgar Robinson was born in Calgary on May 
3, 1900 He helped at home and attended Tear. 
vile, Daisy Nook, Shady Lane, and Washington 
Heights Schools, and took Grades 11 and 12 
Leslieville and” Rocky” Mountain House. We, 
Eagar and 1 (lean), walked the four and a halt 
miles {0 Washington Heights, and we never 
missed @ day of school In 196%, Pagar, along 
With two neighbor boys, went to British Calum 
Bia to pick trult. He met with an accident, and 
‘was illed in June 1999 at 19 years of age 

‘Gordan was born at Youngstown, Alla. on 
‘August 1, 1872, He Took hls schooling at Shady 
Lane, Daisy Nook, and Aurora. Schools, He 
helped at Rome, and worked. outa ot. His 
favorite pastime was riding his saddle horses. 
‘ong wth his brothers, he cut posts and shot 
Fabolts to make extra money during the Winter 
time, ‘The rabbits were stacked like firewood in 
tur yard that sviner, waiting for the trucks to 
aul them to the fox farm. He moved to Elnora 
find married Zesie Mundortt, They had three 
illaren, Carolyn, Gilbert, and Beryl Lee. They 
tien moved to Tanisfall oan acreage, where 
‘another son, Douglas, was bora, In 868 they lost 
thelr eldest boy in a motoreyete accident. Gor 
on is a carpenter, and works around the Ta 
nlstal area 

Dora was born in Hanna on February 17,1924, 
‘and came with the famaly fo Candor at the age of 
four years. Ske received her education BY at 
tenaling several schools before completing high 
School at Rocky Mountain House. She married 
‘James Wingate in 194, and has resided on the 
farm, in the Benjami community since her 
marriage. Before marrying, she. worked In 
‘Teedafe and In the Coop stores. They have two 
daughters, Connie and Lana, and four 
srandehiidren. 

“Allee Was born in Rimbey on October 2,15, 
She took her schooling at Aurora and Leedale 








Schools, later boarding in Rimbey where she 
received her high schoo! education, In 1963 she 
‘married Raymond ‘Tschabold, They have 1Wo 
children, Frank and Yvonne. They reside on a 
farm north of Rimbey. 

‘Donna was born in Rimbey on April 1,19 
She took er schooling in Aurora and Leedale, 
land Tater attended figh sehool In elmbey. In 
18, she married Donald Rimbey. ‘They have 
three children, Barbara, Wayne, and. Coleen 
also. one grandchild. Both Allce and Donna 
Temember riding a shetland pony fo school at 
‘Aurora. Bud alse rode wilh tem 

Roger (Bud) wes born in Rimbey on October 
25.19 He ok most af his school ta Ledale 
atier returaing with bis parents, Ed and Ba 
from a year spent Jn British Columbia, 
‘Throughout the years fe worked as a farm 
laborer, on pipe ines, road construction and cil, 
rigs, He matried Matgaret Dyrland, Taey lived 
‘n'a trailer, and moved as the work did, Later 
they Bough a'farm west of Leedae, and lived 
here for a couple of years before they sold the 
farm and bought @ Rouse tn Lesleville. They 
lived in Lesievile unl Roger passed away in 
‘January, 1905. They had six ehilaren — Brenda, 
Shane, Amy, Crystal, Lance and Amber, 1s 
‘wife, Margayet, sold the house and moved her 
Tamly to Enderby, B.C. She bought a trailer and 
Isliving at Mara Lake and working in Enderoy 














YOUNG, 6. — by E, Young 

‘Gordon and’ Elaine’ Young and daughters 
purehased the property, NE 1041 and SW 10 
S'from Semen Atameen in 1973, They moved 
‘onto the property in 16 

Gordan and daughters, Kathy and, Gayle, 
‘were born and raised in Revelstoke B.C. 

‘Elaine (nee Sarauer) was raised at Anaahelm 
Saskatchewan 












WHEN Pa Is sick 
When Pa is slek, he's seared to death 
An" ta an us Just hold our breath 

ie cravis in bod an putts snd grunts, 
And does all kinds of crazy stuns. 

He wants Doe Brown in mighty qulck, 
For when Pa's i, he,'s awful sick 

He gasps an moans sn sorta sighs 

He {atk so queer a rolls his eves, 

Ma jumps and runs, an al of 

Aa all the house, isin a fuss, 

An’ peace an Jay's mighty skeerce 
When Pa is siek — it's somethin fierce! 





WHEN MA IS SICK 
‘When aa is stele she pegs away 

She's qulet though, nat mueh to say: 

She goes right on doin’ things 

And sometimes laughs, or even sings: 

Ste says she don't fel so extra wel 

But then i's just a kinda spel 

She'l be alzight tomorrow sure 

An good ole sieep willbe the cure. 

An Pa, he sntts and makes no kick, 

‘For women folks is always sek 

An Ma, she smiles ets on she's glad, 

When Mis is sick it aint so bad, 

Woman was ereated trom the rib of man 

‘She was nat made trom his head — to top him: 
Nor oat of ee oe tampa son 

‘But Out of his side’ to be equal to him; 

Under his arm, to be protected 

And near his heart, tae low 








Diamond Valley, Bluebell 


ANDERSON, ALLAN AND CORA 

‘Allan. Anderson was born in the Diamond 
valley district His folks originally came from 
Sweden, Hls dad Oscar Anderson lived in North 
Dakota for some time before coming to Alber, 
Bs mother Was Signe Hendrickson before she 
twas married. She came directly tothe Diamond 
Valley area with her folks when they came from 
Sweden: 

‘lan took his schooling at Diamond Valley 
School. He spent most of his life on the fam 
farm, whlch his father homesteaded in 1903. He 
Sill farms and does carpenterwork besides 

‘in 1058 ne married Cora ‘Temple from 
Neudor, Saskatchewan and ever sine they have 
lived in te town of Bekville, Cora was born and 
Talsed in Neudorf, Saskatchewan area ad (00k 
her schooling at Duck Point School. She worked 
Ina dry goods store and bakery betore coming to 
Evie. after she came to Alberta she worked 
At various Jobs, the longest time being. with 
Sestrap and'Co” Allan put in 17 winters in tae 
Imber camp, running the “edger”, and for the 
last four yeats Cora went along tobe the cook's 
helper 

Allan was among the folk who helped get a 
‘charen erected in the Diamond Valley district 
Sbout 1935 and allan and Cora have always been 
members of that congregation 


ANDERSON — BROOKS FAMILIES — by Arvid 
Anderson 

“the history of our family in central Alberta 
bogan withthe coming of John Nelson, am uncle 
ot my mother's; from Varmland, Sweden in 
Sout 1900 fo homestead the NW 233.365 on Oc- 
tober 27, 1902 This land later became the home 
at Adare (Scotty) MePherson family 

Is. Nelson, spelled "Nilson" In Swedish was 
minister of the Swedish. Mission Covenant 
‘Chureh, and after homesteading he continued fo 
minister tothe Scandinavian communities of he 
Central Alberta area. He became widely known 
S="Dreacher Nelson”, travelling by team, and 
Sometimes on foot covering’ an area trom 
Coronation on the east, through the Camrose and 
Wetaskiwin and Pigeon Lake settlements on the 
north and nearer home, from Alhambra to Burat 











Lake and Red Deer, He was associated for many 
‘years with the Burnt Lake Mission.Covenant and 
Swedish Baptist ehurches, and understand, was 
also a nome-missions Worker for the 
Bresbyterlan Church of Canada from 1804 to 
1908. The John Nelsons had two children. Joe 
Nelson as elevator agent at Hespero (originally 
Pitcox) fora ime after leaving hs farm, SW 14 
B85, west of Evarts, He went from there to 
Meeting Creek as elevator agent and flatly 0 
Bowden to own and operate a garage with his 
Sons, Russell and Harold, unt his death, His 
tite was the former Ingeborg Lund, aegtsiered 
nurse, whose home prior to her marflage was the 
Horseguard district south of Aambra. She stil 
makes her home in Bowden at this wating 
Nao, the "daughter, became Mrs. “Jacke 
Torgorad of Red Deer, and was ihe mother of 
Raymond (Ray) Torgorud, who was among the 
first announcers with CKRD when it was es 
tablished in Red Deer, Ray will be remembered 
‘spacaly for his reading ofthe daly newscast, 

"Preacher Nelson Was fascinated with the 
primitive beauty” of his new Homeland In the 
Parklands area of Alberta. and. Immediately 
alter ls arrival from Sweden began to write 
back ro tne "Old Country", urging his relatives 
to follow him. This soon rested i my maternal 
Erandparents coming to the Red Deer area 
"Grandpa" Evie Hendrickson, Norwegian by 
bith, and a 27 year veteran ofthe Swedish army 
Was becoming tired of the regimentation and 
Controls associated with ie in Europe and was 
ooking for the Kind of freedom enjoyed by the 
pope of the new world, so he was open to this 
Persuasion He arrived Ih Red Deer with hs wife 
Karen and their youngest daughter Signe, who 
twas then 4 years of age i 1908. The rest of thelr 
family, Aaron, Fred and Carl Hjalmar Erickson 
followed witha the next elgh! years, Aaron com 
{ng last in 191, The older daughters, Mrs. Anna 
Nyberg and Mis. Bertha (Osear) Selstrom also 
came! Mrs. Nyberg to Red Deer and Drs 
Selsirom fo farm south of Burnt Lake, 

Mr. Hendrickson, after his arrival in Red 
Deer worked for a time at carpentry prior 0 
omesteading and coming west from Red Deer 
fowhat was then a part of the Evarts area, but 








now Rekvlle. He homesteaded SW 28-37-35 
‘where Jim Murray now lives, He was especially 
4dept with the “broad-axe™ an art he had 
feared In Norway, and at constructing log 
bulldings with the "dovesalted” corners and 
Scribed lower edge channelled tofit together —a 
characteristic Seandinavian and Flanish type of 
onstruction, Some of the Tog houses he Bult 
Spout 18045 have ‘een ved In continuously 
Since those pioneer times and. with im 
provements. 10 the finish and renovated to 
‘modernize them, ‘are stil in use today. Note 
ftiy tat on his own homestead occupied by 
Jim Murray, the house on the Logan farm and 
also that on the Ed Darbyshire farm, 

‘My father, Carl Oscar Anderson known local: 
ly as Oscar, arrived in Alberta from farming 
hear Pleasant Lake, Nortt Dakota in 1908, He 
‘worked with the late Dan Clausen, later a well 
known citizen of Bekvlle, helping’ to operate 
‘wml on the NE 10389.W5, present owned 
by'Jonn and Neva Craig, and on whieh Tam now 
building on an aczeage’ Wille so engaged, my 
father homesteaded the NW 10383-W5. He 
fmarvied Signe (Erie's dottur) Hendrickson in 
{SOT and they made thelr home onhishomestead, 
where a frame house and barn had been erected 
‘They lived there ‘ual my" father's death In 
Maren, 1813. Before hls death, he had with the 
help of the late Osear Oastrom and’ others 
Cleared and broke about 100 acres of is 
homestead land, 

"Three children were born to them here: 
Astrid, Arvid and Allan Astrid died atthe age of 
‘IB whl stil at school at Diamond Valley. Ala 
how lives ia Eekvile and still farms land 
Homesteaded by our father T, Arvid, was born on 
father's homestead and grew up in the Diamond 
Valley district and received my’ publle schoot 
‘education and first year high school inthe coun 
fry'sehool of hat name. The original bullding has 
been renovated and now serves asa commutty 
enter, My fist teacher Was Miss Paullne (Pot 
{y)'Hutehtason, At the time of my birth, the 
Vilage of Evaris, three miles tothe east of my 
patents farm was stil triving center, but the 
Fope ot belng on the route ofthe Alberta Central 
Ralivay, whieh by-passed Evacts to the north 
through Benalto and" Kootuk™ (later renamed 
South Bekville), by the C:P-R., was beginning t0 
fade at that time, Ths tua of events dashed the 
hopes of Evarts becoming a metropolis, but It 
Continued for many years tobe the Post Oifice 
for that area, unt the establishing of Bekvile's 
Raval Route No. 3, at which time our postal ad 
dress became Fekville, My earliest recallectlons 
bof Rexvile include te hitehing-post hal used to 
Stand along main strect with a horizomtal beam 
[about three foot eight, to which saddle horses 
fang teams were lied. also there were le-sheas 
‘behind the stores which fronted the westside of 
‘ua street. Fred Isaacson’s garage opened on 
the street near where the hotel now stands. Dr. 
P-L Backus, who sel abroken arm forme at age 




















11, oveupted what Is now the Roy Saart 
Fesidence. ‘There were then ese long: 
established Rekville businesses: Mike Sestrap's 
General Store, Forkan’s Drug Store, tne Coop 
in the bullding where the Dakery dnd contec 
lonery have been. more recently), 1. T. 
Marshal's haraward," Cowan's Iateraational 
Harvester agency, Dan Clausen's Insurance and 
2 restaurant operated by a smiling Chinaman 
known widely as “Happy”."There was the Cana- 
dan Banke of Commerce, Isaacson's Garage, 
hotel, Maelin’s blacksmith shop, the Tekvile 
Creamery, Moro’s flour mil. Alahdmark as you 
fntered ihe village from the south was Walter 
Herving’s house on the corner opposite the C.N. 
fressing, The Eekvile School of that day is now 
co" Remillard’ welding. shop. There’ was. 
livery-barn between the present Coop main 
Sore and Lvam's Garage, which later became 
the Isaacson Garage and whlch afterward was 
‘destroyed by fire, 

‘in the 1900 T began taking Bible College 
training with the objet of entering the Christian 
ministry” Upon completing this taining, Twas 
frdained {othe ministry under the. Apostl 
Chueh of Pentecost at Port Coquitlam, B.C. 
Shorty after ordinston, {took a pastoral charge 
in Vieioria B.c. Walle pastor of tis assembly, T 
married ‘Bering Harty, then residing in New 
Westminister and employed at Royal Columbian 
Hospital We had met wale attending the Fun. 
damental Bible College In Coquitlam. Our 
‘daughter, May, now Mrs, Brian Van de Wark 
was born wile we lived in Vitoria. From Vie 
Toria we went fo igh River, Alberta to pastor @ 
‘hureh there dung the years thatthe town was 
{raining center for the RGAE. where young 
‘en were belug trained for overseas service It 
World War Iie It was here that our second 
{laughter, Reveriy was born 

‘After’ aaumber of Years, we moved to 
Lemberg, ‘Saskatchewan 10 take charge of 2 
churen there. After five years as pastor of this 
‘cure, some health problems developed which 
‘were the cause of my requiring a change of oe 
‘uation fora time. twas for this reason that we 
eturned tothe Central Alberta area, ving for 8 
few weeks in the Horace Meeres" house at Con 
or, then going to Benaito where we spent three 
{years and finally moved to Eekville where Ics 
Tablished the sash, door and cabinet business 
known as. Anderson Woodworking. ‘The frst 
shop-ullding to house this business was erected 
Jn Getober of 1953 on the lot purchased trom the 
village, and opened for business in Noveraber of 
That sear. Many houses In the Eexvile area, 
Dull during he years 1953 o 1885 are ited with 
‘windows, doors and kitchen cupboards manufac 
tured in this plan. 

Tn Ishi we moved the former Buchanan 
resldence trom Benalto to Bekville and. after 
Fenovation, it became our home for the next 23 
‘Years. In 1996 our son Bryan was born in the 
Eekvlle Hospital, 




















As the work Increased, the original 
vwoodivorking shop was enlarged: the shop area 
wes doubled in 1601 and 1907 a two-storey front 
Tor office space with a basement for 8 heating 
plant was added 

1m 1968 Dual-Craft Industries L.. was formed 
forthe manufacture af the Chalet folding traller 
‘nit and. truck canoples and. campers. An 
‘assembly bulldng 0 fe by 120. was erected for 
this purpose and the wooden paris manufactured 
fn the former. sash and cabinet plant were 
assembled in thls bullding and shipped to 
fustomers as far away as Halifax, Nova Scotia 
‘and Waterloo, Towa, USA. 

During our years in Bekvile, was secretary 
for'a time of the Eekville Mutual Telephone 
Company. 1 spent some years onthe Town Coun 
‘lana when Red MeAndrew resigned to move to 
ed Deer, T succeeded him as Mayor continung 
Unt business duties foreed me to drop out of 
tile service 

nthe early part of this year (977, the Dual 
credit Industries and Anderson. Woodworking 
properties were sold fo Mr. Donald Macrae and 

i pariners. As our Eckl residence formed & 
part of this property, it meant a move for as. We 
re at the prevent moment engaged in ulldlng 
‘another home on an aereage on the same quarter 
Section where, some 74 years ago, my father in 
ompany’with ban Clausen sawed the lumber fr 
his Homestead house and barn, 





ur daughter May Van de Wark lives in 
Calgary where her husband Brian Is a member 
tt the Calgary City Police Force since 1962. Their 
family consists of two daughters, Cindy” and 
Shannon. Our second daughter, Beverly Is Mrs. 
Neil Kun. Her husband was employed. or 


‘with Dual-Crat, as foreman dur 
{ng whlch time the Kuhns hada home bull fn 
Eruville. Upon leaving Eckville they went 10 
Hope, Brisa Columbla to a business of thelr 
wn ‘They have three ctildren’. Shelly, Lorie 
‘ind'Shane. Just recently the Kuhns have sold 
thelr business in Hope and aow reside In 
AAbotsford where Nellis in ine automotive parts 

‘May, Beverly and Bryan got most of thelr 
pple ‘school and high’ schoo! education In 
ekvillesenools. May spent her ttst year atter 
leaving Nh school withthe Canadian Impertal 
‘Bank of Commerce in Eekvilie. Out sn Bryan 
lives with us and ts at present with Donald and 
David Macrae in the Dual Craft business 

Tn order fo complete the history of our family, 
should ad that after my father died in 1818, 
mother ented the farm to-a relative for {wo 
‘Years and in 1920 married James Brooks who 
had homesteaded NW1.38.W5, whlch we sold 
later fo Frank Page and purchased instead the 
land now owned by Orla and Andrew Nielsen. His 
homestead was until eceatly the home of the 
(Chuess family 


@ * 








Atter_my mother's marrlage to “Jim” 
‘Brooks, they continued to make thelr home on 
ray taiher’s home. place, "Their children are 
Harry Brooks of Leslieile who married Ada 
Wingate; Alford Brooks who spent more than 20 
‘ears with the Canadian Air Feree and now lives 
‘rie hls wie, Beatrice, formerly of Halifax, NS, 
4 Summerland, B.C. ana Myrtle, Mrs. Arthur 
Bot of Reeky Mountain House, Alberta, Amore 
complete record of the Brooks’ family history 
will be found under the names of Brooks 2nd 
Bott 


ANDERSON, CHRIS JR, — by Lillian Anderson 

(Chris Anderson Sew borh in Beltsteg, Den 
‘marie, on June 28, 185, coming to tne Fert Wi 
Iam, Ontario area, where ne worked fr the rail 
‘way’ company’ laying track. He came on west fo 
the Medicine Hat area of Alberta and fed on 
homestead south of Seven Persons in 198. Here 
he met his wife, the former Genda Van Marion, 
‘who, with "her pareals and farlly had 
‘migrated from Rotterdam, Holland to Canada in 
4810. They farmed in the Seven Persons area un 













































1M drought and crop fallure for several years 
forced them to leaver The government offered 
help such farmers by giving them ‘two tree 
allway cars for their belongings and famlly fo 
Telocate. The Andersons, with thelr family of 
flght children, moved to Chedaarvili, south of 
Rocky’ Mountain House, ¢0 8 12-377-Wa in 125, 
‘hel land at Seven Persons Was later told at & 
ta ale 

"1938 the family moved to the Daley farm 
SLST-S.WS, where they farmed Until January of 
151, when they bought the 15.38.3108 from & 
MMr,'Hlepworth, who was a creamery owne® fn 
fed ‘Deer. "They. moved thelr belongings on 
‘wagons, as tere was no snow that winter and no 
fost in the ground. This lack of frost enabled 
them to put up fenees for their atte, horses and 
pgs: In 1950 Chris sold the farm to Chris, Jr. He 
lind’ Mrs. Anderson then relied to. Calgary 
Where Mis. Anderson passed away In 1958 and 
irs Anderton in 197 

‘in 1942 Chis Jr, married the former Lilian 
Lightbown of this district an they sil farm the 
ome place. ‘They have two children. Margaret 
Newlands, who has been a stewardess for PAW.A, 
for 10 years, and her husband, Brian, who fs pro 
ject mianager for Casoade Development Lid. in 
Calgary, slong with thelr daughter Kirsten, live 
at Bragg Creek, Son Richard, wiih hs wife, the 
former Pat Snider, live at Sylvan Lake, where 
Batis teacher and Richard, after obtaining & 
BSc. Degree from the University of Alberta Is 
frmpiaved with the Alberta Hall Project of te 
Weather Modification Board at Penhold, 

‘Mary Anderson married Evin Ross ad they 
live in Calgary. They have a son, Robert, ho is 
‘withthe armed forces in Ota 

(Gonda Anderson's first hushand passed away 
tn Calgary around 191, They had one daughter, 
Marlene who lives in Calgary. Gonda married 
George fumble and they nov live a Crossteta. 

STohn Anderson, who was serving ia the Navy, 
was lst at Sea in he sinking ofthe "Spkenard 
Inthe north Atlante on Pebruaty 10,192 a the 
fge of 4 years 

Lilian Andetson married John Rowles i 1806 











4 they ive Calgary. Tey have a son, Jo, 

Charley Anderson also served In the Air 
Force for several years He i now inthe Real 
Estate business in fed Deer. He maried the 
former Laureen Ralston i ted Deer in 19 and 
{hey have one som, John of Waterton Lakes, and 
{wo daughters, Joan of Calgary and Janie ot 
Red Deer. ca 

Wists Anderson (Charley's twin) was 2 
fighter pot and war snot down ver Germany on 
Maren $8,385, and died the ageof 11 yeas 
This was during the second world war 

‘Cari Anderson alse servedin the Air Force for 
quite some time, Upon retaraing, he tamed 
‘Ris area before gong to Calgary to wrk forthe 
city. He retired from ins fb in Februny, is 
Ee married the former fiien Kup of yen i 
{E80 and they now Ive in Calgary 


BLUEBELL SCHOOL 

Tirecemns that al the records of the Bluebell 
school have been inst However, twas one ofthe 
fatly senools and should not be forgotten 

We know i was opened in 1903 with Miss Ada 
Brown as teacher. Slss Brown later married 
‘John Killick: Some of the teachers mete: Miss 
Cochrane, J. M. MacDonald, Miss. Coughlin, 
Iss Johandon, Airs. Wannass, Miss Camron, A 
Barrie, Mise Norton, Miss Stewart, Willam 
Morris, Mrs. Wolma Mildred Anderson, Mrs 
Owens; Mrs, Ear Hansen, Miss Golightly, Mise 
Philips, Mis. Macintost, Miss’ McKee, Mr. 
Bowles and hrs, Savoy. 

"The seal was named by Mrs. Hansen whose 
{avorite flower was the bluebell and they grew in 
Abundance around the sehool, The teachers in 
those days usually boarded with the farm 
families. A teacherage was bull about 194% The 
Janitor work was done by one of the older pupils 
for whieh they were pald the large sum of 10 pet 
year. All they had fo do was to get schoo} early 
‘Snough to ave the school warm by nine o'clock, 
Have the wood carried in and carry the Water 
from across the road. In the holidays. they 
‘Washed the windows ana ferubbed the flor 

‘lat Media, a bachelor, lived aero the rad 
and qulte often gave the janlor a helping hand 
by stoking up the fire in the morning. He also 


























planted a hedge of spruce trees around the school 
Sara 

‘Some ofthe first families to send ehildzen to 
School were Tssaesons, Bettons, Rasmussens, 
Hansens, Pedersens, and Bradsiaws. ‘The fst 
School burned. down in. 1992 at Easter. The 
‘hlldren were not allowed to enjoy a longer holt 
Gay however, as half ofthe barn was new and ft 
‘ras armed intoa classroom, The new sehool was 
Dullt and ready In the fall 

"The scion! Rolie Was Used for many socal ac 
titles, such a8 card parties, dances, business 
‘eetings, and. the annual Christmas concert 
‘The last day’ ot school, plenics were always an 
enjoyable event. The School closed in 1953 and 
the children were bussed fo Eekvile. The school 
‘vas sold to Art Moench who remodelled t for a 
family dwelling. I snow owned by Ezra Isaac 

‘Other teachers at Bluebell school were LG. 
Dodson, Mi. Street, fis Hurtin, 7. Kooe 
and Mr Gleb. 








BOLLER, CHRISTIAN 
‘Christian Boller came to Alberta from Oslo, 
Norway in 195, After a period of time working 
for the railroad he started farming. with his 
‘cousin, Hans Olsen in 1909, Later they bought the 
{quarter of land kaown as the Bensen Place, SE 
55535 v5. They farmed together for afew years 
then Chris sold his share to Hans. Chris then 
bought a quarter of land from Jack Coughlin, 
‘whichis af present owned by Henry Nagel 

"In 1024 fe marsied Selma Botien who’ had 
come to Alberta with nor parent, Mr. and Mrs. 
EEK. Botton in 1902 trom South Dakota, US.A. 
Prior fo her marslage Selma worked In led Deer 
fora few years 

Fora few vears during the 1840's they owned 
a quarter of land that they bought trom August 
hristensen, at present owned by’ Cliff Hansen. 
Upon selling ths they’ bought” the Coughlin 
(quarter directly east of thelr home place, 

Tn 19f, they retired from farming to ive in 
Sylven Lake, later on moving to Red Deer, and in 
1563, they moved fo Calgary. In 196i, Chris and 
Selma celebrated their ith wedding anniver 
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ary. Chris passed away in 186 and Selma in 

Chris and Selma had one daughter, Verna 
‘she attended the Diamond Valley school, In 190 
‘Verna married Bruce Castleman trom Sylvan 
Lake They moved to Calgary, where they sill 
Feside, Tey Rave four Gaughirs, all of wom 
ive in Calgary. 


‘TE BOTTEN FAMILY — by Iris Rasmussen 

‘One of the first families ta move into the 
Evaris distiet was Halvor Kaut Batten and his 
‘ete, Gunhild Elingson, born July 211800 and 
Apri 15, 1864 respectively, in Fea Halingsr, 
Norway. They had a family of four daughters: 
Mr. and Mrs. Botten emigrated to the Evarts 
Gisiiet on November 3, 1902 and along with thera 
‘came Pele Pedersen, his wife, Siired and thelr 
family. fr. Pedersen was a brother of Mrs. 
Batten 

Dr and Mrs, Bottensetted on the SW 23-383 
‘wand homesieaded the NE 2838-15, The 
land'Bottens settled on was Canadian Pacitie 
Rallway land. tis now owned by Martin Gefle, 
Pete Pedersen setiled on NW 28.383.W5, Pete 
‘and his famaly lived tn thls area unt 108 when 
fe sold the land to Nells Rasmussen, This lands 
ow owned by Mrs. Theressa Teasmussen a0 
ented by Elmer Rasmussen, 

‘Ms, and Mrs. Botten were interested. tn 
cedueaiing thelr daughters. Mr. Botten donated 
Io acres of land on which to bulla a schocl, 
Which became known as the Bluebell Schoo. It 
Was in operation trom about 1904 unt 1885. All 
the Botten girls attended this sehoo, 

Mr. and Mrs. Bottea’s oldest daughter was 
‘Thilda Halgrimsen, a daughter oftrs. Botten by 
‘previous marriage. She Was bora in fianesata, 
USA on January 23,192. As well as attending 
the Blvebel schoo, Tilda also attended Central 
Schoo! in Red Dee. She Worked at the Evar's 
Hotel for a time before marrying Hans Olsen in 











B11. There were five children born of this 
‘marriage. Thllda Olsen passed away In 192 

“The second daughter was Clara Oleds, born 
Jane 5, T885,also in Minnesota, She worked st 
Lanabérg’s hotel and later clericed in Sestrap's 
store In Hekville. Clara married Frank Andrews 
fon July 25, 19, Clara and’ Franke had five 
thularen. Clara passed away in fea Deer on 
December, 18, 

‘Selma Christina, the third daughter, was born 
Mareh 3, 1896 in South Dakota, USA. After 
securing her education at the Bluebell sehool 
Selma Worked at various places doing household 
chores and caring for endren, Her duties were 
performed for Thida Olsen, Mand Mrs. Dodd 
Wright’ and Mr. and Mrs. Bob Eagar. Selma 
‘married’ Carls Boller on. March 18, 1924. One 
Gaughier, Verna, was born fo this martlage 
Chris and Seima farmed inthe Diamond Valley 
istrict They retired to Svivan Lake, They later 
lived ia Red Deer snd Calgary until thet pase 
Ing. Chris tn February 1960. and Selma in 
December of 1971. Both are buried in Queen's 
Cemetery in. Calgary. 

‘Thresta Botten was 10 months old when she 
‘came with her parents to the Evarts district 
hhaving been born in South Dakota on January 8, 
1802. Most of er years have been spent inthis 
Immediate area. She ‘recalls. some of her 
teachers’ names? Miss Brown, Mr. Knor, and 
Mr. Ploimey. at the age of 12 years Turessa, 
‘worked for Mrs, BI Sehuneman, an old timer of 
{his area, now living In Red Deer 

‘Thressa was the first telephone operator In 
Eekville She ran the switchboard in Lundberg's 
hotel. She worked and trained for a year at the 
Switchboard. in Red Deer, tien returned to 
Eckville to operate the switchboard there for 
seven years. Following her work at the 
‘Sllchboard, Thressa returned home to care for 
her folks unl she married Orvel Rasmussen on 
‘August 1, 180 

‘Thressa and Orve, along with hogs and cattle. 
‘also raised chickens and turkeys for many years. 
‘iust before Christmas was a busy time for 
turkey pluckers. Thressa and Orvel, along with 
‘Albert and Hazel Hansen and Gilbert and Jean, 
‘MeNel, worked together inte short cold day's of 
December at thelr respective Romes to dress a 
great many turkeys. Orvel passed away April 25, 
ie 








"Tressa is interested in flowers. She learned 
fo work with wool and made many quilts, and 
Stil enjoys kaltting. She resides in Red Deer 
‘Gena Helena, the youngest daughter, was 
born September i, 1908 at her home in the Barts 
area, After completing her school days Gena 
Femalaed at home with her parents untl she 
married Rudy Rasmussen on February 14,1923 
‘Gena and Rudy ved on the NW 28.38.15 for & 
tow years and thelr first two ehlldren were born 
here, Later they moved to the NE 29363.05, 
Four more children were born to this family, 
(Gena Rasmussen passed aveay shortly after tie 





birth of Helena on February 13, 1933. She is 
buried in the Medicine Valley cemetery. 

Halvor and. Gunnild Botten's home was 
situated geographically between Red Deer and 
Rocky Mountain House, Inthe cary years peo 
ple traveling ths way oth seighs in winter and 
Wagons in summer needed food and lodging for 
the night. Mrs. Botten was always able to nd 
{ood to share. There was always a place for peo. 
Ble to rest and get warm. 

During the early years Mr. Botten would 
transport people to Red Deer and Rocky Moun 
{in House. Jim Grandohl, a young man from 
Rocky Mountain House brought people either by 
cutter or bugey as far as Bottens, Then Mr 
Botten fook everyone the rest of the way to Red 
Deer, often traveling at night in. very. cold 
Weather. Mr. Batten also hauled fright back and 
forth in the early years. 

“Thressa (Botten) Rasmussen tells ofaiferent 
vayther Norwegian mother prepared tod the 
ploneering days. When eatfeewas in shor Supply 
Sirs. Botten used wheat. She would wash it well 
‘and put it in the oven, Over the wheat she poured 
alltle molasses. Next twas roasted slowly Unt 
Ary. This roasted wheat was stored and ground 
the same as coffee, The taste was equally a8 
‘good. Milk was neary always plentiful supply 
‘Mrs. Botten made diferent Idnds of cheese, 
oma,” grout and. vealing, ash made of 
Infckened "mile, served with’ sigar and cin 

‘Mrs, Botten passed away October 16, 1894 
after a bret iimes. Mr. Botten continued ving 
(mn the farm unt his passing afew Years later: 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Botten are buried in the 
Medicine Valley Cemetery 





BROWN, JIM, ME. AND MRS, 

“James Brown and Helen Dobie were both 
born and raised in Scotland. They were married 
at Dalkeith Mlé-Lathian, Scotland on April 30, 
ms, 

‘Atter Dad's return trom active service in 
Word War 1, he resumed his business as a coal 
merchant, but the urge to emigrate was upon 
him. The deeision tobe made was — Australis ot 
Canada? With the toss of a coin they chose 
‘Canada and on May Th, 1929 fim and Nelle an 
thelr four children, Jimms, Mary, Alex and 
Jemima left Greenock, Scoiland on the “SS 
Metagamma’” bound ‘for Alberta, Canada, 
‘through the Soldier Settlement Board Scheme 

‘Atlee seven days at sea, and, must say. not 
an pleasure, with seasickness, man overboard 
land icebergs, we landed at Quebec. From there 
{fo Kootuk by train, where we were met by the 
Jate Alf Thubron h place of Ms. Goldfinch, who 
vas supervisor for the Solder Seitlement Bosra, 
After an overnight stay at the Eekvile Hotel, 
Me. Golatinen took us by ear to Hespero, rhere 
We collected our baggage off he train and loaded 
Tonto snayraek and horses belonging to Donald 





Hartley, ho took us tothe farm one mile east of 
Gaets schoo, SW 6:38.3.W5. 

‘A rst glance the bullhgs onthe farm were 
‘big dlsappolniment but the deelsion had been 
fade and the best ad to be made oft. "The land 
Ha been rentea by a nelghbor, Louls Hub, for 
the year, s0 Dad worked for neighboring farrhers 
fo learn the Canadlan ways of far 

‘\barn was built and our fst mille cow was 
purchased from L. Hub Besse, our sirst animal 
tthe farm, became a real pet and we aig have 

rk Our figs team of horses and haress were 
purchased trom another neighbor, John Maes. 
Siacninery and more horses were purchased at 
ead to start farming. 

Aver coming from & town where Mother was 
used fo the utter and baler vans comming fo the 
floor, this was quite 8 change. The stove was 8 
big challenge and learning to make bread was 
nother, but wih the help of kindly neighbors 
these problems were overcome. Mother knew 
how tomake scones and many atime seane and 
up of fea was served and enjoyed in our home, 

‘Our school was Gactz, only aml sway, and 
te post office was at Hespero, Dad was 8 great 
Walker, and often walked for the mail and the 
few necessities, including coal ll for the lamps. 
Eater on we couid get coat oll atN. F. Erickson, 
find our mail route Was PLR. 

‘Our socialite consisted of the school pienies 
In June and the Christmas concerts atthe school. 
Many a Friday night sav the family walking 0 
Hubis (our elosest neighbor) t iste tothe Old 
Timers trom C.F-CN. Calgary. To hear a few 
Scottish tunes did much for the morale. A few 
house partes at different homes were always 
njoved and the children were always inelided 

Ta November 1880 baby gir, Janet, arrived, 
with Mrs. Charlie Wright atending as midvie, 
‘With tte 1900's came the depression and all 
Drought with it; but with courage, pride: and 
‘determination we eame through, 

Dad served on the school board and was 
secretary of the Farmers’ Union for many years 

















Being a very miitary.minded man, he was in 
Srumenial in ‘starting a Legion in Fev, 
‘whieh he Is stil active and holds a life 
membership. Through the Legion he started the 
‘Burns Suppers". He s also an ardent member 
of the Friendship Club 

‘Tn 188, when World War I broke out, Jimmy 
joined the’ Calgary Highlanders and went 
tverseas in 1940. After his return he ma¥tied 
uby Wayne of Calgary. ‘They mow reside 1h 
Camrose, where Jim. is employed with the 
CCW. They have two girls, Barbara and 
Filzabeth, and one granddaughter, Rebecea 

‘Mary married Harry Media in 3940 and they 
reside inthe Dlemond Valley distriet. They have 
fn sons, Ronald of Hanna, Dennis of Rocky 
Mouatatn House, and a daughter, Faye, (Irs 
‘im Polit) of Bekele 

‘lex joined the Raval Canadian Navy in 1044 
and in 1947 married Syvia Mottus of Gilby. They 
how reside In Rocky Mountain House and have 
four sons: Duncan, of Fort Murray: Robert of 
Vernon, 8.0.; and Grant and Gordon of Rocky 
Mountain House 

‘Pat married Jim Setters in 1947, The 


have an aereage near Blackfalds, They have to 
fons, Byron of Red Deer and Wilson, at heme 


fand a daughter Janice (Mrs, Dick Gehrke) 
Rocky Mouatain Howse, 

“Janet married Robert (Bua) Lightbown in 
1o52.and they havea famlly of two gins, Karen, 
(iis. Jim Tubbs) and Myrna. (Mrs. Petet 
MeLellan of Rocky Mountain House, and three 
Sons, Gary, Murray and Dean. 


of 








In 1965 Jim and Nellle retired from farming 
and moved into Bekville where the sill reside. 
‘They celebrated thelr Gnd wedding anniversary 
in 1077 Mother celebrated her 800) birthday a. 
niversary on March 1, IT and Dad his 88th 
Disthay anniversary on July 1,197 











ALASTAIR BROWNLEE FAMILY 


“Red and Bernice. Brownlee and family 
ccame fo the district fom Joffre, where “Ted! 
‘was employed in the oll ela. They bought the 
NE S23831W5 and NE 33-3835 trom 8. E, 
Boetiger in 1965. ‘Ter family consists of four 
children — three daughters and one son. Heater 
the eldest is emploved in Red Deer; Karen who 
married Ron Andrew, lives north of Eokville, 
find has one daughter Gina: Sandra married HO} 
French and lives. a Joftre: they have. two 
daughters, Tracy and Michelle: Brien attends 
high Sehoot at Bekele 





BURNS AND FREW — by W.'. Burns 

Twas born in Quebce in 1807. At four years of 
aye Imoved o California with my parents a fesy 
years later to Oregon, then in 1800 10, 
Glaresnoim, alberta and to the Ricinus dstriet 
In Yois. In 185, during World War One, {enlisted 
‘in the 22nd Battery in the Artllary, ‘and spent 
three years overseas. I returned feme to help 
zy’ parents and fo work on my own land. My 
Parents were old timers of the Ricinus district 
My mother passed away in 1925 and was the frst 
whife woman to die. west of the Clearwater 
River. My dad passed away in 1098, 

‘in isB6I moved tothe Diamond Valey district 
‘and married Margaret Frew, the only daughter 
of'Mr- and Mrs. E. Frew, who came. {rom 
Scotland in 1813 tothe varie district and later 
‘maved fo Ricinus. 19 they moved to Eekvilie 
and lived in Bekville for 22 years. Mr. Prev was 
Well own for his accordion playing 








Mr, Frow's work in Scotland had been make 
‘and moulding iron in the Crown Ironworks, 
‘One day on the farm he found apiece of ron wit 
‘the Crown stamp oni. We tought he bad found 
fold! He was s0 nappy Yo he 

fron with tie Crown stamp on It, that he bad 
made in Scotian, 











Me, and Mrs, Frew both lived tobe 90 years of 
age, She passed away In 1959 and he in 960 

‘My wife and Tved in Diamond Valley for 4 
years. Weraised a family of three sons ~ Bruce, 
Stanley and Robert — who now live and farm i 
Diamond Valley and are wel known, 

‘We had many ups and downs in the early 
days, especially through the thirlies, bat many 
hhappy days, too. Tt was a good lite, 

‘Now, fn our older years we enjoy living in 
Eekvlle and enjoy our many friends tere. We 
moved here fn J#71 and last year (1070) we 
felebrated our sith wedding anniversary 

















BURNS, ROBERT 

Robert spent his growing-up years inthe Dia: 
mont Valiey district with his parents, Wyeliffe 
Ind Margaret Burns, and older brothers, Bruce 
{ind Stanley. After attending school a Diamond 
‘Valley and Gast, Robert went ou to work on the 
sige spent 10 years i the ofl, wth 
the majority of ese Years being spent working 
fos ine Duke Drilling Company At he tme he 
Sarted diling for ter, he was fold that he was 
tone of the youngest driers in Alberta 

“With due consideration, a decision was made 
tomake his life's work and home onthe farm. He 
then went home to Diamond Valley” and 
Pigbased he Lghtbown nome quarter, SE 5-8 

Tn July. of 1961 Robert marcied Deloyce 
‘Tolonen, daughter of Toiml and Elsie Tolonen 
4nd sister to Rodney. Deloyce grew up north of 
okie and fook her schooling In the Estonian 
land Eekille High School, After two years of 
ieacner training she taught in Bentley for two 
‘years, Following her marriage, she taught in the 
David ‘Thompson High School. In the term of 
1962-1969 Deloyee returned fo university to com 
Dlete four years and graduated in 163, receiving 
Nuachelot of Education degree. She taught only 
Until the arrival of her family. Pamily aaailons 
were tree — Brent, Deena and Lance. Since the 
Burns’ farms on he edge ofthe led Dect Coun 
{3 the ebildren attend the Spruce View Schoo. 

In itt Mr and Mrs. W.'f. Buns movea to 
okie, at walen time Robert took over the 
farm, SW 5383-5, and in the meantie had 
purchase the Pap Laon quarter, SE 63 

‘Bob is very interested In cattle. Along with @ 
range cow herd, he Is presently establishing & 
purebred Simmental herd. He and hls brother 
Brice operate a feed ot. 

‘Boo, Delovoe and family are active communt: 
ty mothbers, plus being members of the Dia 
ond Valley Churen, Bob is a Church Board 
member and has served on the Eekvile Co-op 
‘Board for soven years The family is active in the 
Range Land 11 Beet Club, of whieh Bab Is 
presently the leader 

‘Farm fe for the R. Burns family has been 
very busy’ But rewarding and happy as wel 


STANLEY BURNS FAMILY — by Anne Burns 

Stanley Roy Burns, second son of Mr. and 
Mrs, Wlffe Burns, married Anne Dobla, third 
uugiter of Mr. and Mrs, Frank Dobla of the 
Evergreen district. Tae wedding took place on 
‘Novernber 3,190. They ved in the house which 
Stan had bullt prior to their marriage on is 
iather's farm 

in the year 1953 Gayle was born on February 
om her grandmother Burns’ birtaday. She, be 
Ing thelr first grandehila, was named after her 
grandmother, Margaret Gayle. 

“That spring Stan and Anne purchased the N5- 
383.5 from Douglas Walker. tn the fll ofthat 





year they moved thelr house nto thls land. The 
amiles that ha lived on this land prior were 
ill Ballance, Jack Day-and Douglas Walker. 

‘During the ears fear 195391898 the rainfall 
was very heavy. Stam decided fo go into hog 
Tarsning with grain farming being thelr chlet 2c: 
pation 

‘On February 21, 1955 another daughter, 
Beverley Anne, was born, By ths time Stan bad 
Dad Iuck with his hogs and the crops were poor, 
Sovhe decided to do some bush work Tor he 
‘winter, west of Rocky Mountain House. By the 
{allo 196 he began roughnecking on the deling 
‘rigs and this he continued for ten winters. 

‘During thete years and Stan's earlier years a 
lot of softball was playea, The frst team in the 
district was New Hil, which Tater changed to 
Gaetz and finally was callea Central. This team 
‘consisted mainly of the same players and all, 
those years Stanley played as pitcher. ‘There 
Were many teams taking part ik different dis 
IDiets and they formed a league. Sofball games 
Were the chiet sport in the surrounding com 
Iunitles for 20 years. ‘The tournaments were 
Dlentfu, and enjoved by al 

In 3963 Anne and Stan bul a new house with 
Jack Friesen being hired as carpenter, Many 
ihomes in the community were bull by Jack, as 
he was 8 very good earpenter and a fine fellow. 

Beverley and Gayle attended sehool at Spruce 
‘View except for Gayle’ first Year at Benalto and 
last year in Red Deer, where she graduated 
Gayie took training In Dental sisting at NAIT. 
On Jaty3n, lot she maeried Peter Stan ana they 
fare now résiding in Calgary 

‘everley has completed four years of unlver. 
sity towards a BLEG. degree. In the fall f 1977 
She began teactng at Sundre, alberta 

‘Stan has served on the boatd of directors for 
the Eckvlle Rural Electrifieation Association 
for many’ years. He has neld the position of 











Sccrotary for ten years and at present is the 
board ekatrman 

"Hoth Stan and Anne have served on the board 
ot several worthwhile organizations In te car 
‘iy 

“A. Son, Sheldon Wiliam, was born on March 
16, 190 ana at present Is attending Spruce View 
ehool 

‘During the past several years Stan has been 
growing rapeseed, barley and some hay 
nimais on ther farm have been searce, except 
for chickens and pets. 


CATON FAMILY — by May Caton 

Glen Caton, born it Missoumt, U.S.A. on Oc 
tover 7 1882 was the son of Harrison F. Caton, 
born in Ohio, and Helen (Whitlow), from North 
Carolina. ‘The youngest of five childrea, his 
father died when Glen was four years old After 
Teaving school Glen went to Nebraska and then 
Joined his brother, Charil, In Montana before 
they came to Alberta In May of 112, 

‘Glen and Charlie were the isto setle where 
the Diamond Valley’ sings west Into township 
58, across range four, west ofthe ff meridian 
[As land west ofthe fourth was not yet surveyed, 
‘hey squatted on the south half of section 13, and 
bulla’ slab shack on the south-east quarter. In 
180 they were joined by thelr widowed mther, a 
brother, Onear (Doe) and two sisters, Sadie and 
Sesste, Charl went on to Nome, Alaska in 1%, 
Where he stayed a year and then returned {6 
Washington in the Ualted States, He dled in 199 
athe age of 58 years, 

‘When range four was surveyed Glen fled on 
SW. 20384405, whieh was CPR. land. Doe 
Fetained island and the gles sold thelr All he 
Famnlly except len then moved o Washington i 
1 











sn 


Doc returned to alberta in 1917, Jessie 
married Alex Stewart and returned to Diamond 
Valley in 1985. She now lives In Red Deer. Saale 
eturned In 1960 aid dled in Red Deer In 1 

‘Glen remained on tls homestead for 53 years 
He Was married In 10 to Catherine Stewart, 
daughter of Angus and Janet Stewart who came 
{fom Ontario a 1905, to Join a son, Alex Stewart 
‘who had homesteded in range’ three in 1911 
Glen's family consisted of five sons and ve 
‘daughters. 

‘Cec, the eldest, entered the service of the 
Imperial Bank of Canada and has remained with 
ther except for ihe years he spent with the 
Royal Canadian Artery in the Second World 
War. He married Eleano? Robson Galbraith ane 
{hey have two children, Alan and Janet 

“aude resides on the land homesteaded by 
his Uncle Doe. He married May' Mein and the} 

Harold lives on the home place — he is the 
bachelor of the family. Russel and Gordon, who 
both served overseas in the Secona World War, 
now operate farm machinery ‘and dairy 
Supplles busines in Red Deer. Russell married 
‘Margaret Morris and they have a son Gary, and 
2 daughter, Lin 

‘Gordon married Myrtle Chamney”. They have 
tree sons and one daughter. They are Bl, Dal 
Glen and Low Anne 

Edith Caton married Gordon Meyer, They 
live near Maing, Alberta, They have two sons, 
Lance and tan. Ethel married Gordon Wison 
‘hey live at Kevisvile Lillian married Don Ma. 
Jor: they live at New Westminster, B.C, and 
have five children — Roland, twins Lewis and 
[Lana, and twins, Connle and Catherine- Dorothy 
‘murried Robert Park. They have one son and 
three daughters — Layton, Patricia, Davline and 
Lips. They lve on a farm near Rocky Mountain 
House. Marjorie, formerly a nurse at Eckville, 
married Elmer Haupt and they farm in the 
Markerville district. They have a son, Murray, 
and daughters, irene and Joan. 




















Always intrested in community affalrs, Glen 
vwas seeretary of the Local Improvement 
District, helped in the formation of the Muntlpal 
District of Raven No, 3, the formation of Gaetz 
Schoo! No, 1956 in 2805, vas on the frst com. 
miltee of the Central Community Hall, was on 
{he Eekvidle owptal board and the Keke Co. 
bop Board. As the distri changed, he got his mall 
ST Evaris, Evergreen, Hespero and. Ect 
‘Many of these post offices nave now been closed 

‘Glen passed aveay on March I, 1857 and Mrs. 
Caton on January’, 1968. Both are buried Inthe 
Diamond Valley eemetery 





CORDON, WILLIAM JAMES — by Violet Safron 

Willian James (Bill) Cordon was born at 
Bonnemaln, Donegal, Ireland on December 15, 
‘at. He cafe fo Canda with hs parents, John 
fnd Annie Cordon, fo the Hespero district in 


‘August, 1923 where he aftended the Dalsy Noole 
School After leaving school he worked with hs 
Parents on thei farm 

"He pureased his firt truck in 292 and went 
Into the business of general trucking. During the 


following years he hauled cattle, grain coal, 
fravel, lumber and moved people and thele 
Belongings into and out of the district 

‘Bll married the former Hazel Anderson in 
1947 and they lived for a few years on the farm 
near his parents. During this time he continued 
trucking and eventually purchased two gravel 
tucks. They moved to Hekville in 193, from 
‘whore he hauled. gravel In the summers and 
Taed lumber anaes from sawmilis out west 
the winters. In the fil of 1957 and speing of 1958 
he hauled gravel ‘on ihe new Trans-Canada 
Highway, which was, being. bullt west tram 
Calgary. He purchased his frst gravel loader in 
the spring 0160 and his frst gravel erusher in 






o 


the spring of 1964, With his som Robert he now 
‘caries on tte gravel Business the entre year. 

Hazel was born in Wetaskiwin, Alberta on 
February’ 22 199 She grew up and attended 
Senool Inthe Millet disteiet, After leaving school 
She worked for a time in Edmonton, and from 
There joined the CW.A.C. In 194, She. was 
trained ssa driver and continued inthis wor un 
Uher dsenarge at the end ofthe warn 1845, She 
Attended business school after returning from 
the Service and worked as stenographer Uni 
‘he met and married William Cordon 

‘Ill served for three years on the Eekville 
‘Town Counell, and was.a member of the Eekvile 
Lion's Club for several years. Hazel ss member 
of the C.WL. and the Auxiliary to the 
Royal Canadian Legion. Both Bl and Haze love 
the outdoors, and enjoy fishing in winter and 

"Their children include: Barry, of North Van. 
couver, B.c,, Nora (hrs, Flosian Hlebert) of 
Red Deer, Néel of Calgary, and Robert, Sandra, 
and Kelly of Eekvlle, 

‘oert James Cordon was born at Eckville on 
July 6, 1950 He attended school at Eoevlle and 
Lacombe, and. graduated trom the Lacombe 
Composite High School in 1870. When he was 12 
‘years olg, he took over ® paper route, and 
Uelivered the Rea. Deer Advocate for seven 
{Years trom 1861 fo 1967 During this time he was 
‘member of the Eekville Cubs and Scouts for 
two years, He was an enthusiastic skater and 
hockey player, ané played hockey every season 
with tte Eekville Pee-Wees, Bantams, and 
Javenlles through the years 1961 to 1967 He has 
Always had an Interest in antique cars and 
fucks, and has owned two Model A vintage cars, 
He has recently bult and completely restored 8 
51 GLC. plekup truck. Robert 1s presently 
‘employed with hs father In th gravel business. 

‘Noel Jotin Cordon was bora at Eekvlle on 
December 10, 1896. He attended school at 
Bekville and Lacombe. He was a member of the 
Eekville Cubs and Seouts and ran a paper route 
fora time. He wasin Vancouver for short time, 
Where he was employed. by a. palating frm 
However, he returned fo Alberta and worked at 
Deerhome in Red Deer for a year. Hes preseat 
ly ilving In Calgary and Is employed with 
Blossom Florists 

‘Sandra Anne Cordon was born at Eekville on 
December 15, 1960. She attends school at 
Eckville, from which she expects to be 
Eraduated in 198, She is a former member ofthe 
Eekville Figure Skating Club. She is @ CO.C. 
leader, and-a member of C.G-LT. She Is active 
‘with the Yearbook staff of the Belle High 
‘School, and is completing her seventh year of 
Imuisle study. She worked for the summer of 1976 
3s a playground supervisor for the Town of 
Buta. 

‘Kelly David Cordon was born at Eckville on 
‘May 6, 1982 He attends school at Eeicville and 
wat in Grade I0 in 877, His hobby is eraveing, 


























land ne has won prizes atthe Rea Deer fair for his 
work. He attended art classes at Rea Deer 
College in 387, and with the Roevile Handicraft 
Gund in 1 

William Barry Cordon was born tn Ekville 
on December #7, 1940. He was valsed by his 
‘grandparen's, John and Annie Cordon, on the 
farm at Hespero. He attended the Dalsy Nook, 
Blue Boll ana Condor senools, as well asthe 
Lindsay Thurber Composite High School in Red 
Beer, He later attended the University of Bish 
Columbia, He was married In’ Edmonton on 
November 24, 1862, to Jeannine Canduner of 
Swift Current, Saskatenawan, and lived for‘ 
{ime in Montréal and in Ottawa. He traveled ex 
{ensively through Europe and Asta and the South 

as, finaly setiling in North Vancouver In 1983 
Eater he opened restaurant there, which he 
named "Hespero Villa". It was decorated with 
Sntiques — dishes and oil lamps collected from 
hls grandparents" farm and friends ia the 
Hrespero area. The Safron children designed the 
antiqued sign "Hespero Villa, which he proudly 
‘splayed In the restaurant,’ Barry is active 
playing the piano for an old-time orchestra, and 
[s'trequent visitor to the Hespero and Eekvile 
areas, and never falls to visit his grandmother 
Cordon at Syivan Lake. 

‘May Cordon was born at Bekville on Oe. 
tober 22, 1888 She attended school at Eckille 
‘and graduated in 1967. When she reached funtor 
high'setocl she beearme thoroughly invelved in 
sports. She joined every team, bat track and 
Held was her favorite. After practice, she did 
babysitting. There were always lots of jobs tobe 
had. During her high school years she ‘par 
ticipated in volleyball, sftbal,cuilng and track 
and field. In 1966 she Fepresenied Eckvile Inthe 
discus throw at the Provincial Track and Field 
‘Meet in Calgary. 

‘Nora was fortunate in being able to take @ 
Recreation Leadership course, organized 
through the Department ot Youth from sdmon, 
fon. Tals course, held at the Composite High 
School in Drumkeller during July of 1986. and 
1968, enabied her to organize a ladles’ Keep it 
‘eroup, which had a guecessful season during the 
‘Winter of 1966-1967. She also couched @ Grade 6 
‘boys softball tearm, which proved tobe quite an 
experience 

‘After graduation in 1967, she went to Red 
Deer ana found employment at Deerhome (now 
Mlehener Centre) onthe recreation stat After 
year there she lett and took a secretarial course 
She was late able fo work as & posting machine 
operator at Northwest Motors during the three 
‘Month leave of absence ofthe regular employee. 
‘Tals gave her some valuable experience, and she 
then found employment with the Imperial Bank 
‘of Commerce tn Red Deer as a posting machine 
‘peratar. She Worked here until her marriage To 
Flovian iHiebert of Red Deer, on April i, 1970 
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‘They have two children, a boy, Laverne, aged si 
yeats, and gir, Shanion, aged four Sears. 





Nora isa member of the Order of Royal Pur. 
ple No.2, a member of St. Judes Circle, whieh is 
‘branch ofthe Catholic Wamen's Leng, and is 
Sctive In curling and bowling. She and her hus 
thand are both members of the Parkland Twe- 
Way Radio Club, and are involved in @-B. and 
ham radlo work’ They reside at 6193 Hamilton 
Drive, in Highland Green, Rea Deer 


‘CRAIG, JOHN — by Neva Craig 

“John Craig, oldet som of Mr-and Mrs, Jesse 
M. Cralg of the Happy Hill dsirict, grew up on 
the family Tarm and learned responsiblity exriy 
{nlf He took a real interest inthe operation of 
the farm and helped toclear and breate a aumbet 
of acres of land. tn 1985 he bought a quarter see 
{lon of land in Diamond Valley, Nis 9.38.65, 
He married Neva Crawtora snd this farm was 
their home until his relirement trom active 
farming. 

‘To this unton were born: Maureen, Murray 
and Brian, Maureen became a Nursing Alde and 
Ismarried i Melvin Dyck: Taey ive at Penhold, 
and have three hildren 

‘Murray martied Darlene Gherke, and after 
thelr marsiage lived for a time on the famtly 
farm."Later they: moved to Carstairs where 
Murray’ was employed with Richardson's 
Trucking. After two years he moved to Mackin, 
Saskatchewan, where he Was employed wih a 
‘ll company. 

[Brian tives on the farm formerly owned by 
‘Andrew Crawtord 

“John’s main interest has always been 
livestock. He became a promoter of Charalais 
cattle, and had a small herd fora few years, He 
‘a his wite retired from active farming i 1374 
‘when Murray returned fo take over the fanily 
arm. However, they stl live in the astriet, and 
have'a small herd of calle 


CRAWFORD, ROBERT — by Neva Cral 

‘Mr. Robert Crawiora came trom Grande 
Forks, Minnesota, "U.S.A. {0 Saskatchewan, 
Where he filed on’ a homestead, However, he 
fected to come to Alberta and aid not return to 
{he tomestead. He liked the country around Red 
Deer so the famlly Joined hien there i 1903, They 
speat one year there and then moved tothe Hap. 
Dy i district. Charlie Hendrickson, a bachelor, 
‘was their losest neighbor andthe children were 
alte taken with his table. I sat In one corner of 
His Mouse, and its base was a tree stump. 

‘Mr, Craivfrd later rented the Ligaot piace in 
the’ Diamond. Valley district and the five 
School-age children attended Gaetz Schoo! unt 
the school at Diamond Valley was bull, The 
family lived on several other ‘rented farms 
before finaly buying the SV. 16:8°3 Win ea, 
‘There were about 13 acres under cultivation 
when it was purchased, During the next 12 years 
Mr. Crawford and hs son, Andrew, cleared by 
hhand about 12 acres, and broke it ith horses 

‘Mr. Crawford passed away in 1940, but his 




















Wife and son, Andrew, continued to live on the 
farm. Andrew ras married in 1390 Anna Liner 
ofthe Rimbey distrit 

hs. Crawtora passed away in 1851 

‘The’ eldest daughter, Pearl, marsied Sid 
Satchel. She passed avay in 191, leaving one 
son, Walter, wio now resides a Golden, .C. 

"Agnes married Dan High and ilved most of 
her married Iife in Red Door. ‘They have one 
aughter who eesides in Calgary 

“pulse married Bill Thomas some time after 
bis return from overseas, nthe Fist Worla War 
‘They had one son, who Fesides In the Red Dee? 

"Frances married James Bird, and they have 
one son and one daughter. Mr Bira passed vay 
ingen 

"Temple taught schoo! for several years after 
whlehshe ‘married William Campbell who 
Bussed away in 1865. Thelr two daughters are 
Both married. 

‘Neva was the only member ofthe familly born 
tn Canada, and sill resides in the commuty 
She is married to John Craig. They have one 
‘daughter and two sons. 


AUGUST DAMLGREN FAMILY 

Gust Danlgren came to Fargo, North Dakota, 
S.A. from Malmstad, Sweden 1906. [n 1808 
seat for 10a Malimstrom and they were married 
Inargo that year In 193 he came to Alberta to 
take up a homestead, which is now the Mick 
Logan blace. He bullt log house in 1905 and sent 
forhis family, who had remained in Fargo. Tae 
family was able to wateh the building of the 
School, and Gust actually named the Diamond 
Valley’ Sehool. In the late spring and early 
farmer the dew was heasy inthe morning and 
‘when the sun came up the whole valley sparkled 
like dlamonds. ‘This gave him the Idea for the 
name, "Diamond Valley 

"There was plenty of meat ofall kinds, beet, 
pork, ‘mutton, chickens! and pratie chickens 
Mere plentiful at tha time. They took some ofthe 
brain™rye, oats and wheat In bags to some 
place foward Rocky Mountain House and Nad it 
fade Into fou. ‘There was no market for what 
they raised, but there was plenty of food 

"Ihe frelght was usualy lumber going to Rea 
Deer an supplies coming back as there was @ 
Store, saloon, anda livery stable In vars. 
‘There was also communtestion between Barts 
and Reed Deer by telephone 

(Gust and family sold ou fo Fa Wadson in 1813 
and moved to Washougal, Washington, U.S.A 
‘They had a family of elght children and, as they 
‘eit up, each one took his place in the business 
‘orld Hoth Gust and his wife have passed on 
‘Thetr family st fve inthe States, 

Henry, the eldest son, nad a drug store and 
was a pharmacist in Portland, Oregon. He and 
his wite are retired on a ite areage close to 
Portland, They have been out fo visi a few times 

nee they lett here 

















DARLINGTON FAMILY HISTORY — by Bill 
Darlington 

Will and Mabel Darlington were married tn 
Essex, England in 1913. ‘Thelr three eallaren, 
Bill ‘Ken and. Joan, were all born there at 
Sprlagate Farm: Later the family moved to Kent 
toa larger farm. Here Will hada dalry herd and 
supplied milk to the ety of London. However, 
imisfortune in the form of Bangs disease In the 
atte, along with the postwar hard times made 
fhe Darlingtons decide to ty thelr luck in the 
zw word 

Ta the autumn of 1928 they set sal for Canada 
sad a new life on the western pralies. ‘They 
{ravelied by train fram the east coast to the 
Taugheed district of Alberta, where an uncle of 
Will's was already farming. Here they farmed 
{or the next nine years while helt family was 
{rowing up. However, these were the dry "Dusty 
‘Tairles and grain farming In that area de not 
prove too profitable, As an alternative Wil and 
his. family. became. interested in alsing 
registered Shorthorn cattle 

1 193, with two grown sons to help, Wil and 
‘Mabel decided to make another move, this time 
{o the Millet district. Here they continued to 
‘alse thelr excellent bee! cattle aswell asa dairy 
herd, as Millet had one of the best cheese fac 
tories in Canada a that time 

In 145, with son Ken and daughter Joan both 
In the Royal Canadian Air Force, Wil and Mabel 
and son Bil purchased the Doug Sayder farm 
inthe Hespero distriet, west of ekvile, At the 
fend of World War II (1945) Ken and his ite 
lorraine also came to Hespero, purchasing one 
Of the quarter sections of Land trom his father 
‘Meanwhile, Bul had married Mary Gatheresle 
‘and settled in a small house n hs parents yard, 
Tater taking over the blg house when the senor 
Darlingtons ullt_a new smaller home. ‘Bl 
three daughters, Shella, Shirley and Marie, and 
son Bill Js. were all born there 

"The Darlington families were all interested in 
cate. Bil ands father continued toralse some 
bf the best beet in the west, whlle Ken had a herd 
Of registered Jerseys and also a large poultry 
flocks Ail of the Darlingtons took am active part 
{n'the district activities and were always ex 
hibitors atthe Benalto Fatrs Bland family also 
took a keen interest in 4H Club Work, as the 
‘aay’ trophies In their ving room ‘wll show. 

“Ta the fall of 1054 Will Darlington ‘passed 
away, leaving’ his family to carry. on the 
traditions of good farming that he had awa 
practiced. 

Tn 1987 Ken and Lorraine and thelr wo 
aughters moved to Edmonton where Ken had 
Accepted a postion on the poultry branch of the 
Provinclal Department of Agriculture. 

Granay Darlington, as she has been atfec 
tionately elled by everyone for many years, 
lived on i Aer own home, Bearing up inher true 
English syle after the death of ner husband and 
then that of her only daughter in 1861, She kept 

















Lp her interest in all ofthe farm activities until 
her arthritis forced ner to give up her home and 
etre tothe Fekville Manor House, Here, at ag¢ 
‘Bn 197, sho stl Keeps up Rer cheerful interest 
In all activities of the astrct. Few bables have 
lever been born here who didnot wear a tiny out 


{itfashioned from the knitting needies of "hi 
ny” Darlington, 





DIAMOND VALLEY CHURCH —by Neva Craig 
Prior fo begining this litte tstory of the 
Diamond Valley" Church, T would like to pay 
{eibute to those who have ministered tous in the 
School Rouse and In private hommes, off and on, 
rough the many years before ft eame into be 
Ing. AS alle gle, T remember a. Swedish 
Dastor, Mr. John Nelson, from the Burat Lake 
rea, coming (0 speak In the different homes, 
‘There were qutea few Swedish people in the ds 
(rice at that time’ but we all went, whether the 
Word was preached in Swedish o not 1 think 3 
fev words were always sald in English for out 
benefit Then, there was a man by the name of 
W.'G. MeKechnle, who hed lost his eyesight 
his teen years, and, later becoming a 
Presbyterian minister who covered. an area 
etween Sylvan Lake and Rocky Mountain 
There were others later on, of various 
denominations, who came to Diamond Valley to 
hold services. Mr. W. Cross, from a Nazarene 
College, hela services for atleast one summer 
also an elderly Presbyterian minister who lived 
{nthe Centreville Distct, by the name of W 
Sheppard. 

“There was usually a goodly number of people 
present, and Ifel that those who ministered the 
Eospel fous in those early vears may have lad 
ome of the ground-work for the present chureh, 
‘William Deverileame inthe late spring of 1998, 
atthe invitation ofthe late oe Holand of the 
Gaetz altrct, There wasn't too much response 
Inthe few services held there, bute Max Ligh 
bowen family. became interested. Later that 
Summer, Max accompanied the Deverills 0.3 
amp meeting at Rossiagton, a distr not foo 
far from Westlock, Alpert. Following ths, at 
the invitation of Max Lightbown, regular Suna 
Services tere. begun’ in the Diamond. Valley 
Schoo, with Air. Deverill in eharge, He lived tn 
the Lightbown house on the SW 438305, and 
Stayed fr two of three months. Upon leaving, he 
plated Mrs. Nester, from Roundup, in enarge of 
the services here. hirs, Nester was a widow sth 
three daughters, Eva, Lucy and Barbara, Eva, 
being the eldest, came here to stay. with het 
mother forthe frst year, and attended seheal at 
Diamond Valley. The two younger gis stayed 
‘with Mrs. Nester’ parents. Thelr only mode of 
TWansportation was walking, and Mis. Nester 
Walked a goodly number of ralles in all kinds of 
‘Weather, Tney, too, lived in the Lightbown house 
Philip Larsen, a nelghbor, gave her a cow 

















milk inthe summer months, and she sold butter 
tomake a bit of extra money 

Through harvest ime, Mrs. Nester began an 
nouncing that there would be special 
Evangelistic services later on, and just before 
Christmas and into the new year, Mr and Ms 
G-Batke came. During tis ime a Teal revival 
took place, and'a congregation of over 5 people 
Was formed, 

Camp meeting was held in Alex Stewart's 
‘bam lot the next summer, and on clear even: 
Jang the lusty singing could be heard a mile away 
Following this camp meeting, Mrs. Nester was 
‘arrled fo Mr. C. Upsball and, together wit the 
{hree rls, ney continued the work here 

‘Services Were held In the school for over two 
years, and people began to feel the need of 
building a chureh. Land was donated for the 
project by Charles Snyder, directly across the 
Fad, west of the schoo 

"The decision was made to bulld a log church 
large enough fo seat about 100 people. Logs were 
taken out from a forest reserve about 10 miles 
West of Ricinus during the winter of 1836, by 
Volunteer labour. There was small cabin onthe 
property nearby that Was not IN USe, and [Re 
‘Sor sald the men could stay there while they 
‘Were cutting the logs. The men remember wal. 
Ing up in ihe morning to the tune of bubbling 
porridge being prepared by Mr. Upshal. Logs 
‘ere then hauled by team and sleigh from thls 
‘rea (othe emuren site. The stopping point slong 
{he way was the home of Clyde Comstock, 
bachelor. Construction of the iltue tog eturch 
was begun In the spring of 1885 with ed Bart. 
burger in charge. He had learned the trade of 
Dullding with logs In Germany. A number of the 
‘men from the congregation helped when and 
Where they could. Lumber for the floor and root 
Was sawed at a mill on the west side of the 
Ghearwater River at Ricinus," on the George 
MeNutt land, with a steam-powered save ral A 
man by the name of Ralph Berry, trom Dapp, 
Was in charge of the foundation work, root 
Shingling doors and windows, and the benches: 
Money was a scarce commodity during those 
‘Years, Duta sim of money was donated for nails, 
Ehingles and windows 10 the amount of about 
S100" Somehow, It covered the necessary ex 
enses, doors being donated from an ad house on 
the Wt. Burns” farm, 

“The church was completed and dedicated for 
service in the late summer of 196, being a 
Illated withthe Apostlte Church of Pentecost. 
‘Mr- and Mrs. Upshall continued the work uni 
the following simmer, when Mes, ‘Upsball's 
‘moter became very ill ad they lett o be with 
her for atime. They later started a ehureh in 

‘Following the departure of the Upshalls the 
work was taken over by Miss Rowse and Miss 
‘Sceebell iss Rowse was the preacher and Miss 
Sceebell the homemaker. ‘They lived in two 
franaries that were pat together, and Miss 





























Score, velng very artist, had them fied vp 

Following the building of the church, camp 
meetings were held. two different years In 
(Charles Snyder's bara lot. Miss Rowse and Mss 
Sczebell lived in these granaries until small 
two-room parsonage was erected in the late fll 
‘ater was obained from the sehool pump across 
the road, 

"The Joba Falkner family came after these 
two young ladies lef, Some Eckvile people may 
Femember Jack Faller, who lived fora time 1a 
Enkuille ad worked as motor mechanic in 
any Knudsen's garage. Mrs, Falkner i most 
of ihe preaching, as Jack worked most of he 
lime to supplement the famly income, 

‘Bert McPhail, a nephew of the Falkners, 
fotlowea them as pastor, when they moved 16 
Ghedgarville. ‘The Sonn Harty faraily arrived in 
‘Suust 190 and. stayed ntl earls” spring the 
following year. Ben Evert came in the spring of 
‘941 and was married hat summer to Myre 
Dons, of Calgary. C.. Falelled in fora short 
time after the Everts left and then Ken and Anna 
Seargeant came as Pastor, and were here for 
lg years. 

‘Daiting this me a new fourxoom parsonage 
vwas bil; and during thelr stay here thelr home 
‘was blessed sith four sons 

Ray Young, who had been pastor at the 
\Witnrow Mission, moved to Diamond Valley and 
twas pastor at the two ehuretes. One pastor has 
Served both churches since that time, with the 
tad exception. Arden and Maryse Ellis came to 
Us from Vancouver Evangelist Tabernacle, 
but, due tol health, were got able to stay very 
Tong. Louls and. Shiley ‘Peskett followed the 
Ellises, and both were good. young. peoples 
‘workers. During thelr stay inthe area the Fron: 
ler-Youth For Christ Camp was founded at 
‘Shunda Lake, west of Nordege. Tt was wile Ne 
was leader at'one of the surnmer camps that 
Touts was serlously injured In a mountatn elim 
bing’ expedition with young people and passed 
away" 0 -days tater in an Hdmanton hospital 
Prior to tis time he and his wite and two sons 
hd been ving In Edmonton where he worked a 
Youth for Christ Disector. A mountain, near 
the David Thompson Highway between Nordegs 
fand the Saskatchewan erossing is named 

‘Mount Peskelt” in his honor. Agnes Hall, from. 
Saskatchewan, came as am assistant pastor to 
{ouls Pestett and served at Diamond Valley for 
Some months 

Mel" and ‘Gretta Taylor arrived following 
‘Agnes Hall and were here for about a yeat, Bud 
‘and Doris MeLean came to us from KRerrobe 
‘Saskatchewan, with their two boys, Cutt and Eva 
‘Baines, with thelr famally of two chlldren, came 
from Camp Creek, near Athabasca. 

‘Mel and Muriel Hansen came from near Cold 
Lake, with one daughter and twin boys. Hugh 
CCrulishank came from Port Albernl, B.C, and 
wwas here for elght years. During tis ime the 
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assembly inereased In number and the need of 
Sunday School rooms became apparent. The par. 
Sonage was sed and the money was used to bald 
Sunday'School rooms, adjacent to the church, 
‘The parsonage was soid only because Was im 
posalble to procure a well on the premises. Mr. 
Gfutkshank felt the ‘call to: missionary” and 
‘evangelistic workin the Far Bact, and as of 198, 
{s working in Indonesia 

‘arthur Thomas, a local farmer and member 
of the congregation, had charge of the pastoral 
‘uties for about a two-year period Ths brings us 
up fo date on the history of the Diamond Valley 
‘Church. We are at present without pastor, as 
‘we have been intermitently throughout "the 
Years, but contacts have been made. Like 30 
many’ smal! country churches, our membership 
has fluctuated, sometimes in number near the 
Sinties and sometimes as fewr at eight or ten 
‘Through Ie years we have almost always had a 
Sunday Seno! program at Christmas — usually 
{akon are of the pasar and hs wife ob one 
ofthe ical ladies 

‘A number of wedaings have also taken place, 
the-trst ane belng that of ‘Ted and Lilian Von 
Hollen, 

We have been very fortunate indeed to have 
had Arvid Anderson, one of the rst converts in 
the district, for our Bible class teacher for a 
period of over 20 years. He has also led in 
fang’ imes arhen we were without a pastor. We 
have appreciated all of our pastors, as weil as 
ach of our Toeal people wo have so wilingly 
fven of thelr time down through the Years as 
Sunday’ School teachers or aay other utes tobe 
found: in connection ‘with the. progress. of 
church. My apologies fo any whose names may 
fave been missed, oF for any dates that may Be 














He is good: for His merey endureth forever. 


DIAMOND VALLEY GAS C0.0P 

‘On January 18, 1983, W. T. Burns, Charles 
‘Skoedopole and Robert Hubi were having coffee 
at a local lunch counter when the subject of 
natural gas arose 

ALmneeting of literested persons was held at 
the’ Gaetz Community Cendre on February 28, 
196, 

‘Charles Skocdopole was nominated president, 
W.-T. Burns vice-president, Robert Hub 
Seereiary-treasurer. Directors Were: R. B. 
Eowis, Bruce Hagerman, Jack Sheppard, Dave 
Bearson,, Vern Nelson, R. A. Staaiforth, Jim 
Savage, Donald Hansen. 

The boundarles were set as Highway 2 on the 
feast, Red Deer fiver on the south, Clearwater 
iver on the west, Highway’ 11 on the north 
However, a two mile buffer zone was established 
if need be 

"The name “Diamond Valley Gas Co-op" was 
‘chosen, as this seemed tobe the district with the 





[A meeting on August 25, 1963, sav the incor. 
poration of the Coop with the Corporation 
Branch of the Provinelal Government, with Mr, 
Herb Warmer belag the representalve, con 
fact was signed between Apache Ol and the Co- 
op to purchase gas from a well on Robert Hubs 
fem for 1.8 per MCF. 

‘Due fo sow response ofthe local farmers, the 
oundaries had to be changed. Burnt Lake Gas 
Co was formed so the new boundaries were 
Set: Medicine Raver on Eat, Gilby road on 
north, Stauffer road on west, Caroline highway 
fn the south 

The services of Bel and Fenske as consulting 
engineers were approved. An estimated cost of 
SIRT por customer way set aa target forthe 

ist dd customers, Skoedopole Construction Ld, 
Was hived fo do the construction of the system. 
Work started on Getober 27, 1871 and was com: 
pleted December 23,197, 





Donald Hansen and Robert #ubl donated 
thelr services to lnstall meters and other service 
Work. Robert Hubl Is the permanently paid ser 
lee man at this date 

Tn 1972, block B orth of Kekvile was tn 
stalled, wiih 68 customers. A five-year contract 
with Hodson’s Bay Ol and Gas was signed at 
Hiige per MCF escalating ie per year 

‘The fall of 192, block © was formed and bullt 
with the gas supply being the original Apache 
Well forthe south end and tke trun line north of 
Leslieville to supply the north end 

‘Members of the board in 1972 were W. T. 
Burns president, C. Skocdopole vice president, 
Robert" Hubl"secretary-treasurer. Directors” 
Donald ‘Hansen, ‘Glenn Skoeaopole, Claude 
Caton, august Kasper, Wilbert Kuble, Les Hake, 
Tes Finkbelner 

"in 185, Wye Burns retired and w 
by Al Turner’ 





replaced 





In Maren, 1998, Mel Knopp and Arien Von 
Hollen replaced Ls Hake and Les Finkbeiner 

16t7say 138 urban and 198 rural customers to 
hook-up Including Kountry Meadow Trailer 
(Court at Benaito, 

‘Due to the bad fallin 1977, many farmers 
would not perma construction fo proceed across 
{her lana! so construction was not started unt 
very late However, most of the system Was com: 
Dleted betare the ground froze too hard, Twenty: 
four customers aid nol receive gas because of 
this. These Tarms will be connected to gas as 
soon as weather permits in 1978 













DIAMOND VALLEY LADIES CLUB — by 

Darlene Buras 

During war vears, the ladies hereabouts 

Gathered at various homes to bold Red Cross 
teas, 

‘They knited, sewed, visited and together 

Sent parcets to the boys who were overseas. 

‘Then at the Rome of Azalea Philips 

{in August, of nineteen forty-two 

‘A lub was formed and fifteen paldcup members 

Carsied on, “businessike” the work they'd st 
todo, 

Ms. Gonda Anderson — since departed from us 

With ready wit and steady hand, held’ the 
resident's chate 

the sceretary-treasurer was Margaret Nielson 

‘And these to, for 10 busy Years, hed the offices 
with care 

Mrs. Mabel Tennant, Margaret Burns, Neva 
Craig 

‘And Christina Murphy with the Club ad stay, 

‘While Selma Boller, Azalea Philips, Eva Sonale, 
Allee Snyder, 

Elizabeth Wright and Jesse Stewart later moved 





























ins ‘Anden, Marg Myton Cah 


Margaret Murphy moved to Vancouver, Meta 
"Erickson was a member, too. 

Later Mrs, Mae Crawiord passed away, but stl 
he elu had work 10. 

‘Then the war Was over, ho more parcels tobe 
sent, 

‘Bat Club work continues on, the helping hand is 
ent 

With fruit baskets for the Wl, wreaths for the 
epare, 

‘Farm sle lunches, showers and gifts for homes 
newly started, 

Im august of 1543 two new members oined the 

LIE Anderson and Catherine Caton beled the 
‘lub to plan 

In Maren of 944 Jean MeNell and her mother, 
‘Marion MleLean were to stay 

Along with Hazel Hansen, a good club member 
unt she passed away. 

Donations forards the hospital, 

Dances for a worthy cause, 

Improvements on the old school house, 

Clb work continues on without even & pause. 

Tyala Bergstrom, Barbara Gocdleke, Lily Wad. 
Ton and Mrs, Helen MeNell| 

Joined with Sally Tenaant and Teresa 
‘Rasmussen to be it on the deal 

New neighbors were Ruth Logan and Gertrude 
‘weCans 

With Audrey Olson and Mary Media adding thetr 
ames (0 the local can, 

‘The rol call at the meetings proves Interesting 
tne 

And the ratfe fs always an object that someone 
veil need, 

‘The entertainment that each one presents is of @ 
varied kind 

From readings to puzzles and prizes and they're 
‘ot always easy To find. 

‘cancer collecting each Year has been our con- 

‘Then Beatrice Horner, Margaret Bouskll and 
‘Adeline Lemke 


Became new members, we learn, 

Indoha tree, planted i memory ot De Coppock 

‘The birthday cakes, bean suppers and plenies 
proved to be fun 

Anna Craver, May Caton and Anne Burns all 
alned, too. 

bread baking contest was held 

‘And the District Home Economist tld ws what to 
ao. 

‘The television appearance was anew experience 
for us al 

lleen Hansen pala her membership fe, Darline 
‘Burns adaed on n the fal, 

Donations tothe ball club, fo the orphanage and 
baby gifts were sent, 

‘The "Jolly Seventeen” 

Because It was always easily spent. 

Ihthe Community Centre needs a helping hand 
{or repairs 

‘Tey ca ont onthe “Cub” fr an organization 

Agnes Murdoch and Mar] Tullock then came 
along 

Each mecting begins with a favorite hymn for 
‘our opening song. 

Delayee Burns, Mary Storms and Vi Wells are 
‘added to the sate 

With Evelyn MeGeachy, Zella David jolaing in, 

Everyone tries not to be late 

‘happy 25th Anniversary celebration for al, 
brought memories galore 

For the members of long standing, and new 
neighbors had good times in siore 

Mary Burdick, Marjorie Toker and Stephanie 
‘Hansen wished thelr way into pay 

Leona Robin, a new member to help, 

But Sharon Engert soon moved ava 

Catering to. anniversaries; shuts receive 
‘Christmas baking, 
Welcoming dinners, 
‘leaped taking, 
Sewing courses offered; sometimes special 
‘guests 

Luvled to the monthly meeting 

Helpful, thoughtful and busy, the years have a 
‘way’ of fleeting 

‘Nineteen tundred and seventy-seven, 

‘Tainy ive years of coperation. 

We have Margaret Nelson, Neva Craig. and 
‘Cnristina Murphy. 

Who were here in the start of our ite nation, 

We congratulate the members, ve wish them the 
‘ery best, 

We remember those departed, and God Bless all 
the rest 


had to make more 


‘even bibs to the han: 


DIAMOND VALLEY SCHOOL, HISTORY 

‘Ar a number of homesteaders were coming 
info the area. in the early 1900's with thelr 
amills, a school was defintely needed, but 
There hind to be a certain number of elidren 
Detore'a school could be bull 11198, when the 





Robert Crawford family, with flve school age 
Children, moved nfo the disrit, twas decided 
{ortake inmediate action to gt a school, In what 
Was thought tobe the central part of the dteict 
tho. acre parcel of land was purchased. fora 
‘Smith Brothers section 8383.9 for a small fe 
‘A school board was formed consisting of Alex 
Stewart, Gust Dahlgren and Wiliam Ballance. 
In September 1910-4 debenture of $1000 for 
Dutlding and furnishing a sehool was obtained 
from the Bank of Ottawa, Eamonton. Most of the 
lumber came from the’ Pettfier sawlll and 
Allen MeKenzie of Red Deer was awarded the 
Contract to bulld the school, receving $542.50 for 
fis work. Sam Smith broxe one sere of the lana 
for $4 and Davia Lightbown was pald $1 for fre 
Euarding the school, ‘The schoo! taxes per 
{Guarter section of land tn 1910 were SB 

“The school site was registered in Edmonton 
in January Ton). On January 20,1911 an adver 
{Usement fora teacher was placed inthe "Family 
Herald and Weekly Star” — cost 3 cents. Ths 
‘as the beginning of Diamond Valley School No 
Bet 

‘Eml Sonn was pa for slx cords of wood an 
Febuary Iv and sehool supplies such as erasers, 
‘chalk, broom, dUst pao, serub brush, pall and 
‘cup, awash basin, Neater and stove pipes, were 
purchased. "The first teacher was’ Kate 
Pendergast trom Nova Scola. She arrived about 
the middle of April 1911 and her salary was $8) 
per month, She boarded at the W. Ballance 
ome. Her pupils were Roy Gingras, Helen 
Ballance, Gladys, Norman and eg Caskle, 
Ealth Larson, Henry and Ella Dahlgren, Allen, 
Victor and Hien Sonne, Agnes, Louse, Francis, 
‘Temple and Andrew Craword 

"The enildren care to schcel cross-country 
and mueh of being low iying land, they were 
titer wet. Many” times they came (0 school 
barefoot, later donning shoes and stockings at 
Sohool. wo of the teachers, Mr. Wilson and 
















Miss Berthagon boarded at the John Lightbown 
home, also Miss Shultz, whe faught at Gaetz 
School. Other teachers boarded at the Robert 
CCrawiord and ‘Orla ‘Nielsen homes throughout 
fhe years. im Lightbown, Charles Tennant and 
We Buras all served as school secretary for 
several years, 

"in I8it the district was changed from Local 
Improvernent Disiret to Munlelpal District of 
the Golden West, On October 16,1857 the district 
‘Was Included with the Rocky Mountatn School 
Division. On December 30, 1854 the seool was 
fransterred to the Red Deer School Division 
September 1854 school busses began transpor 
{ing the Diamond Valley children fo the Benalla 
School. The original bulldng sil stands and with 
{he adlon of anew entry and kitchen, it serves 
fs the community centre for many gatherings, 
‘The school board members at the time of the 
School closure were John Kangas, Harry Medin 
nd John Craig 

“Tne school inspectors during the years were 
J.P. Boyee, A. R- Gibson, and W. J. MeLeun 
‘Tne senodt superintendents were Mz. Barnes 
and Mr Devil. Teachers: Mis Kate Pen. 
Gergast, Mr. John Acton, Miss. Carrie Me. 
Mann, irs. J. K. Sneddon, Mr. H. J. Wilson, 
Miss Charlote Clank, Mis Dorothy Masted, Mtr. 
Maurice Rockwood, Miss Bessie Burdick, Miss 
Mary Huchison, Mise Gertrude Keanedy, Miss 
Blanche Cravord, Mes. A Rasmussen, irs. C 
MeCanna, Miss Faith Salt, Miss Ena Baul, Ms 
‘MH. East Mr, CoH, Pollock, bss Anna Liner, 
‘Miss E. Walters, ir. Mecrimmon, Mrs. Ealth 
Russell, Miss Christina Munro, Miss Darlene 
Nielsen, Miss Fay ‘Tellfson, ‘Mrs. Barbara 
Goedteke, and Mrs. Dorn. 

“An honour rll hangsn the community centre 
with the names and pictures of the young people 
twho served in the armed forees during the Se 
fond World War. John and Willam Anderson, 
fons of Mr, and’ Mrs. Chris Anderson, Senior 
‘were iiled in action. Others who served were 
Edna J. Philips, ‘Mike, John, Angus and 
Roderick MeLean, Ray ‘Wadson, John and 
Donald MeNlel, Jim and Jerry Murpiy, Charles 
and. Willam Wright, Avthur Larratt, Alfred 
‘Brooks, Harold Tennant, Tom Horner, Ba Light 
bowen, Gordon Ballance, Charile and Cart Ander 
on, Ceci, Russell and Gordon Caton. 
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ALEX AND FRANK ERICKSON 

‘lew and Frank Erickson managed a meat 
market in Eekville about 191890, Frank marsied 
fd had wo sons. He passed away’, and is 
Widow and ‘son live in Seattle, ‘Washington, 
USA, 

“Mex Erlekson worked in a top executive pos 
tion for Pat Burns and Company untl hs retire 
nent. He lived in Vancouver for many years. His 
{inet wit died whl in Vancouver. After his se: 
fnd marriage Alex moved te Callforla, where at 
Si years of age in 1577 he sill resldes. 


















































‘THE ERICKSON FAMILIES — by E. J. 
Brlekson 
"The history of the Erickson families goes 
back to. 1903, ‘when Erik Hendrickson im 
Inigrated orth the younger metnbers ofthe fam. 
Iy fo Rea Deer, According to old Scandinavian 
‘custom, sone of the family took thelr father's 
Crietiin name, adding the suff son", thus 
the name of the descendants became 
Erie son 
| Erik Hendrickson, a retired Swedish army 
man on a pension amounting to approximately 
twenty" Canadian dollars annually, came to 
Canada to begin a new life a the aye o 8 years. 
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| He homesteaded the SW 2837-3-W5 and built a 

| ition in 1977. Both buildings were shingled with 
reece ern ane et 
Sis enero 
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with rings respectively on, two and three longs. 
Eater the barb wire phone service was extended 
to include several more, Including W. H. 
Stringer, who at that time was a member of the 
Counell of the Municipality of Golden West, 
‘leh later beeame a part ofthe Munlcipallty of 
Red Deer. A ving of five or six longs, or more, 
made qulie a count-down! 

Tn 1817 the Happy Htll phone line was 
conganized and members hauled dry tamarack 
from the west country during the winter. After 
‘onstruction In the summer of 1938 a telephone 
Service with aboUt 12 members and including the 
Happy Hill Sehool became etfective eastward 
from the Fred Erlekson home. Aline was also 
organized weatward to Hespero, and by means of 
2 'smple switeh on the wal of the Erickson home 
‘embers of the Happy Hlll ine could be con 
ected to the Hespero store. Later lines trom 
Evergreen, Diamond Valley and New Hill were 
Connected fo the Erickson home. A switchboard 
Sas installed with the first operator. being 
Saugnter Emily. This service was in operation 
{or many years under the directory ilsea name 
of "Erison” ntil absorbed by the Eokvile 
‘Mutual Telephone Campeny 

‘Pred Erickson was also ihe Esso dealor for 
‘many’ Years, winning merit ards from the 
‘company for his business, 

"The elder soa, Jobs, continued farming the 
home place for a number of Years. A gas plant 
‘ar bull on the north-east comer af the quarter. 
‘John is now retired and Is living near Sunde 

"The younger son, Prank, married Lela Hester 
and they moved {0 Mission City in the Fraser 
Valley of British Columbia, Here he established 
2 successful aulo-dealership. ‘They are OW 
‘etiea, and are ving In Vancouver 

‘The youngest son of Erik Hendrickson, 
jalmar, homesteaded the NE 20:37-WS5, sel 
{ng this fo G. W, Smith of Red Deer, whe later 
soldi to Aaron Erickson in 1916. The total price 
‘was $1600, with stall down payment and the 
Balance payable over a 0-year period. Hjalmar 
Spent hs Ife at Blalrmore, Alberta, where fe 
‘Worked as a carpenter. He’and his wife had a 
{amily of four elldzen, who are now lving in Bd 
‘monton, Calgary, Vancouver and Victoria 

‘Aaron and imma Eriekson, with thelr two 





sonal py came t Canada the spring of 2 
just missing transportation onthe “titan, he 
Ultated ship that went down with loss of almost 
all aboard, The family became farmers in the 
farea and the parents retired to Haney, British 
Columbia in 181 when the younger son, Harry, 
fool over the Rome farm. 

"Aaron took an active part in community af 
fairs, holding offices In’ the Diamond. Valley 
UrPAA, local, as @ schoo! trustee, He was active 
In canvassing for membership for the Central 
Alberta Dalry Pool when it was organized. He 
‘was a Dalry Pool delegate for the Eckville ds 
{Het fora mimber of years He alo took apart in 
geting the rural mail route No. three es: 
{fablshed. He was a member at ihe original 
‘Board of the Central Hall when it Was planned 
‘and bult by volunteer labor In 1850 Tne land for 
the hall was donated by Fred Erlekson, who also 
loaned some money fr the Dutdlng and sper 

“Atter the: death of his wife tn 1956, Aaron 
returned to Eekville and bullt a house in town 
‘where he lve fora me, However, hte spent the 
Inst couple of years before his deat in 1965, wth 
fis daughter Lily in Edmonton, 

‘Harry married Meta Payne from Rocky 
‘Mountain House. After being owned by the fan 
Ig for near 70 years, the home farm was sold by 
them when they retired to Penticton, B.C, In 
19. 

“Tne eldest som, Maurice, is a chartered ac 
countant. After his marclage he spent a term 
Srith the Sudan Interior Mission lo Ethiopia. He 
land Bis wite are now ving in Dawson Creck, 
Bic, where he has established his own account 
Ing business. 

Robert entered a banking career, He Is 
married and lives in Calgary, Alberta. The girs, 
Jeanette, June and Connie ace all married and 
living in “Alberta. June taught schoo! Tor 
umber of years 

Evie, the eldest daughter of Aaron Erickson, 
‘married Lloyd Nelson and lives on a farm at New 
Nomway, Alberta 

Tey "taught school at Crimson Lake and 
Spriceview and later spent. several years in 
Nigeria with the Sudan Interior Mission. after 
eturning home from the mission felé she taught 
School beefy. a Eekvile, then married Don 
empett and now lives in Eamonton 

“The elder son of Aaron Erickson, Erik Ingvar, 
‘ona senolarship at Young People's Week at he 
University of Aluerta and took a two-year course 
Bt the Olas School of Agriculture. ‘He. then 
farmed inthe Diamond Valley area unl retiring 
to Osoyoos, B.C. in I9rl. He married Elly 
Johnston of Leslevile in 1985 and they raised 3 
amily of three: Bernard, Lorraine and Phyl 

Enick served at diferent times in various 
associations sueh as Secretary of the Diamond 
Valley UA, before ts disbanding under the 
Social Credit ‘avalanche in 1853. He served In 
Iter years In various associations and in various 











capacities: in Unitarm, the Livestock Shipping 
‘Association, the eke. Mutual Telephone 
Company, and the Eckville Co-operative 
Associaton, He also served for a aumber of 
‘years as a deacon of the Benalto Baptist Church, 
Emily" also took an active part In various 
women's groups. 

Son Bernard graduated trom Ryerson 
Insitute in @ course in business management in 
tL and has held various accounting postions in 
Alberta, Manitoba and Ontario. 

‘Daugiter Lorraine lives on & farm near Red 
Deer, 

‘Younger daughter, Phyllis, after graduation 
trom high school in Red Deer, worked for the 
‘Alberta Government Telephones in Calgary for 3 
‘while She later fook a course athe Beriaa Bible 
College and after graduation served for some 
‘ears with the Yukon Baptist Mission, uni Us 
Amalgamation with the. Northern’ Canada 
Evangelical Mission. She ‘now lives at 
Grimshaw 
tech te Bs are married and have thelr own 


GEFLE, CARL VICTOR 

‘Catt Vielot Gefle, better known as Bud, was 
‘born June 18,1928 in Calgary, Alberta. He isthe 
eldest son of Martin and Lille Get, 

‘hud tok bis senooling at the Bluebell School 
Depending on the weather, he walked, rods 
horseback or drove horse! and Ougey, and 
boarded. the horse with Uncle Olat Mein 
Xmong hs fondest school memories was to have 
had the present Mrs, Stephanie Wolma as a 
teacher. although there were many good 
teachers, she has lett an everlasting memory. 

‘On one oecaslon, several students had 10 Fe 
‘mal Inside the school in the basement for mis 
Behaving, This area ofthe school Was Used for 
Storage, including your coats and lunch pall. 
Never at a loss for something to do, ud in 
‘luded, a game of football was organized using 
Some’ fie ane pals witch were actualy 
‘empty syrup pails. Phe game was vigorous and 
noisy’ and the sfidents outside, hearing” thls, 
naturally wanted to jon in, puting an end to It 
a 

‘Youth activities wore organlzed on your own. 
It you wanted to skate you made Your otn Fink 
find challenged all comers {including your 
Elsters) to a game of Rockey. A neighbor, Mike 
Worsley, and Bud enjoyed nothing’ more than 
‘whipping Marion and Beraice at this game and 
only occasionally dd they each take one of the 
irs or a partner to make ita bit more even, 

‘Assisting with the farming as soon as you are 
old enough isa way of fe, and during the war 
{Years all te youth had todo thelr share. At That 
lime the Harvard plane was a common sight and 
Sound for many’ years in the area, The plots to 
Advantage ofthe farmers working nthe fetds to 
Practice thelr flying techniques by taking dives 
Et them. Iteaused a few horses to run away and 














unnerved many a farmer who was only aware of 
thelr presence Just as they were overhead and 
pulling up again. Bud remembers the amused 
{ook this procedure always brought to his grand: 
father Vietor Medin, when he helped Rim eu 
ara. 

"The winter soon savw the young men leave 
school and pursue thelr taleats in the logging 
amps In the. west country. Saturday’ night, 
Eegardless of weather conditions, meant a fp 10 
[Nordogg to ateh the local hockey team. Tf they 
ame Home for the weeltend there could be & 
thlnook at camp and abilzzardon as they neared 
home, 

Bud put up a windcharger for his parents so 
they had electielty (25 watts per light) several 
years before the rural power lies came through 

He worked for several years with electricians 
from Sylvan Lake and ckville, Ther work took 
‘hem to many areas locally, and as far east 
Penhold, Alberta. Runaing ‘water and sewage 
Aispesal were practically nonexistent In all of 
therural areas. One day as the men Were prepar- 
Ing to have dloner, the waste pall, being full fo 
te brim, was siting out walling fo be emptied, 
‘hen oné gentleman had the mistortune to turn 

round and put his foot ght Into it. Em 
barrassing indeed! 

This seme community was planning a social 
‘evening and one misenlevous youth made some 
‘ery delicious chocolate using hs own special in 
‘redienls, one of thom belng Eaxlax. The next 
{ay found Some very busy people, depending an 
ihe extent of thelr sweet tooth 

‘Although Bud ist atively engaged in elec 
trical work now, he is asource of consultation for 
any fol 

‘On November 12, 1955 Bud marsied Trudle 
(Gertrude Amella) AteKellar. 

‘Trudie was born September 4, 1935 in 
Calgary, Alberta the eldest child of Wiliam D. 
find Beulah M. Mekellar. She was raised Sn 























‘Turner Valley, and. many points in southern 
Alberta, where. the ‘ollfleld work took. her 
patents: The praitie was hot and dry, and one 


‘Rimmer we ived ina tent can stil remember 
ray mother, nearly every day, carefully burning 
the teks off my Brother and imysel In 1949 we 
moved to Condor, Alberta, where my parents 
Sil reside on the farm, and we attended the 
Northup School. The Christmas concert was the 
Highlight of the year for most studeats and 
parents. It tok fours of practice and much 
Pallence from the teacher, but cur efforts were 
Fewarded by our parents attendance and keen in 

‘Aas oll was stil n Dad’s blood and in 1948 we 
‘moved to Ledue where I inishea my schooling. 
All the student funetions were held In the school 
Sualtorlum andthe musie. was. supplied by 
Several talented students. We were fortunate (0 
Fave a good skating rink only a block from home, 
and T spent many hours there, 

“The Gelie's have four children, all born in 





sox 


Eckvill, Michael Stephen born August 8, 1956; 
‘Timothy’ Gordon bor January 6, 1958; Connie 
‘Nadine born November 1, 1958 and Donna Lyn 
‘born May 24,1968. The enilren all attended the 
schools in Eekville. They have participated in 
School athletes, Minor Hackey, Cubs and Scouts, 
Explorers and Figure Skating 

Tn 1860 we bought the N.W. 28.38.35, after 
ronting itor a number of years. Bud bull most 
of the bulldigs and dé al the landscaping and 
tree planting 

Ty 1813 Bud entered a partnership with his 
brother Allen Gefle, when they bought the 
former Isaacson {arm from Frank ‘Thompson 
‘alen isthe NW 27-383. and SW. 3438.5 05, 

"Bud also operates several oli well and 
batteries for various oll companies. He is'a 
charter member of the Benalto B.D.0.E. 
Number s04 Lodge and has held several offices 
Including Exalted Feuler. He assisted with 
coaching minor hockey? In Eekville in ite f0r- 
‘mative Years, 

"Tnudle it-a charter member of the Benalto 
0.0.R-P. Number 283 Lodge and has held several 
tices including Honoured Royal Lady ‘and 
Secretary. 

“At present our son Michael is assisting his dad 
with the farming om a fulltime crop basis and 
Works part time on the ol rigs, 

Previously he worked for a contractor for 
Calgary Power in Central and Norn Central 
‘bert 

‘Tim fs operating a cat, plowing in the gas 
lines fo the farms in central and eastern Alberta 
during the summer He also helpe wit he farm, 
ing when fe Is available and enjoys restoring 
cars fo prime running condition. Tun and Mike 
Have both operated the well for thelr dad. 

‘Connie and Donna are both attending school 
in Bekvite 

The closest we ever came to getting complete 
ly nailed out tas in July 195 That year we did 
combine some but ihe stow came and stayed 
before we finished. A ot of our neighbors were 
pot s9 lucky, "but then there Is always next 











MARTIN GJEFLES — by Bernice Nilson 

HHI! Pm Bernice Nielsen and Tim golng to do 
my best to write my parents’ memories for the 
Eckyille and Distlet history book. 

‘My dad's parents, Mr. and Mrs: Gilbert Gje 
fe, (nee Mary Lee) came with thelr parents, Mr 
and Mrs. Syver Gjetle and Mr. and Mrs Ole Lee, 
{ovAmeriea in about 1967 trom Nosdre Land, 
Norway. 

‘My dad was born December 23,195 at Mound 
‘cy, South Dakota, U.S.A, Tn 1811, the family 
‘decided to venture to Canada They shipped thelr 
livestock, equipment, and personal belongings 
by tran fo Red Deer. They Stopped overalght i 
North Dakota to say goodbye fo dad's aunt and 
‘nce, on whose land the Garrison Dama ls ult 
‘There Is controversy over this dam today 








between the United States and Canada. Younger 
{amily members ive there now, and their house 
Is abou! forty rods from the Dam, From South 
Dakota to Red Deer, the tp took fout days. My 
frandfather had to remaln athe U.S. border for 
fe extra day while the livestock Was checked 
for disease 

He and his family then homesteaded NW 30- 
S855, in the Horsequard District. The house 
they bull in 1011 Is stl standing there, alte 
worse for wear, but a pleasant memory to drive 
{ovand look once in awnile. 

‘My dad fled ona homestead SE 31.7-5.3 in 
the Horseguard District on December 23, 191, 
his 18 birthday. Ture wast any snow On the 
ground on that day. During the fall of 1915 he 
fperated the water wagon for the threshing 
‘machine, Harvest was late. Ths particular crew 
{hat year worked 80 consecutive days threshing 
‘gran ail the way from Alhambra To Evar's. 18 
4516 dad sent 9 Red Deer, and got his steam 
engineer's certificate, and’ operated steam 
fngine In the saw” mili during the winter 

‘Ded served in the Infantry in the First World 
War. He was statloned in England. ‘The Ar- 
Imistice was signed the day before te troops he 
served with were fo leave for France, He, along. 
‘with many others, had a go-around withthe 1818, 
Th, inthe Army the cure for most anything that 
Aled a body’ was a shot In the are CLR) of 
‘umber nine and & few good big slugs of ram. 
What number aine consisted of no one seems fo 
Jknow. Maybe that is what we should be getting 
ow, instead of a swine lu vaceinaton! fn 1815 
ad returned to Canada and resumed farming 

‘Ms. and Mrs. Victor Media (nee Lda Ander 
son) were both Worn im Sweden, My mother, 
Lite Gjete is their oldest caughler. She was 
‘Dorm June 24, 1905 at her parents’ home in the 
Evaris. District, In 010 they. moved to. the 
Coronation District Her paren also had a farm 
there 

‘The first school mom attended was Lucerne. 
{twas bult around 191 Her means of transpor: 
tation was horse and buggy. Her frst teacher 
‘was Miss Gaetz and her second one was Miss 
Hood, in 1615. She boarded. at Grandpa and 
‘Grandma Medins'. In 1919 grandpa moved his, 
family To stedtord, Oregon, U.S.A. Mom contin 
4ed er education there, attending Lincoln and 
Medtord High School” During the summer 
holidays she worked in the orchards, In 1825, 
they feturned to Coronation, and in 1994 back (6 
thelr farm in the Bvarts aréa, but tele address 
Was by now, changed to Hespero, Mom was 
trployed at different places throughout the dls- 
{rie and was also het dad's right-hand man at 
ome, mitking cows and working in the elds. 

‘Tn Maren 1078, my parents were married at 
Red Deer. They never have told me when or 
‘where they mel, so Til not pester them about 
That Tt seems f've been asking them enough 
‘other questions ately. Bul my guess{s they more 
than likely met at a ance somewhere, between 





‘Evarts and Rocky Mountain House. After thelr 
‘marriage they ved In Calgary and dad worked 
for a rancher at High River. In the fall of 1928, 
they moved back tothe Hespero area, Dad spent 
‘the winter hauling logs from the site elght miles 
southwest of Rocky Mountain House tothe 
Rocky Mountain House Fort 

‘nthe spring of 1929 ey moved to Coronation 
and’ farmed there until 1993. These Years, 
Because of drought, they harvested three crops 
but of five, Mom felis me twas for sure the “ar 
fy thirties"? By 1990-180 tags were really get 
Ung bad. All farm produce was geting cheaper. 
Eggs were from elght cents per dozen and ova 
(Cream also was not worth mich, Good cows 
could” be. bought’ for S10, if You” had. the 
Stat" Pigs "sald for “32-$5, "Along with 
the depressing parts of the thirties, now and 
‘gala, some ite thing would turn ap and lft 
{our spits. Mom recalls one instance when she 
‘vas trying to find Just five peanles around the 
Rouse so they could buy the Chicago Herald 
When, fo and behold, i the back porch hung & 
palr of pants since’ the previous spring, she 
fooked. th'the pockets and. found. $2. They 
Fitehed up the horses, neaded to town and, 
Besides the Chicago Herald, they loaded up 2 
food supply of groceries! Lady Luck smiled on 
fad, too, when he was on his way’ to Castor for 8 
load of coal Tue weather was cold so he walled 
slongsige his wagon to keep warm, He found 
Bice length of chain and 35; on the read. Hehad 
Tunen with Alm, but went to the eafe and treated 
Ilnselt to hot coffee and ple for 102. Hs double 
wagon box Tul of coal cost 8. 

Tn 1929 wheat was $1.58 per bushel, oats five tg 
seven cents per bushel, Phe yield in 1929 was 
About it bushels per acre. 141888 wheat was 28¢ 
per bushel. Taat same year dad seeded $00 bush: 
ls of what and harvested. 200 bushels. The 
fzrasshoppers and wind took the oat erop cam. 
Dletely. A. few oiher prices mom and dad 
Fememiber trom the titles: the best cote 25¢ 
per pound: a good house dress 81-00: prairie 
‘ool ih) per ton later it went up 0813 per tom) 
land snuit was 20? pert, 

‘In 838 my Grandpa Gjetie passed away. Dad 
‘and’ mom moved 10 his farm In the Horseguard 
District, Grandma Geflelved with them from 
4805 unt 1997, when dad and mom moved to the 
Alfred Rasmussen farm just a shor! distance 
fom Grandpa and Grandma Media's. By this 
lime, of course mom and dad had Carl (ud), 
Marion and me (Bernice) around to keep them 
alert. was pretty young so I don’t remember 
‘grea deal, but T guess we were sil in the era of, 
fhe dirty’ thirties". sure do remember when 
the army worms called around and cleaned up 
the garden? 

‘Christmas was always spent at Grandma and 
Grandpa: Medin's ‘and there were, always, 20 
‘many good things teat. The only hardship ofthe 
fay’ vas that We could never open our presents 
Until the dishes hed been washed. The Christmas 














tree was very pretty, especially after dark, when 
frandma lt the candles on i 

‘New Year's Day was celebrated at our house. 
Grandma Glee would be with us that day, hav 
Ing returned trom. spending. Christmas in 
Spokane, Washington, or in. Montana. New 
‘Year's bay was her birihday. Come summer we 
{penta lof of time at my Grandma Gjetle's, put 
‘tng up nay. Dad would haul it home in he winter 
wlth four head of horses. The distance was 18 
Iles and the tip took about 1¢ hours, whch i 
‘ded loading the hay Tack, 

in 1940 dad and mom vented a quarter of tang 
from Mr, Bolten, SW 46-83°N5, an the Bluebell 
District The Bivebell Sehool Is located on the 
orthwest comer of this quarter. Bzra Isaacson 
tow lives in its Mr, Botton was a widower, and 
ince the house was quite lange, he lived ln the 
front oom. Tals wes the first tlme we had a 
{elepnone, and sas it ever great To be able to 
plone grandma? One of the first catastrophes 
{hat Bud, Marion and got ourselves into was the 
pantry. It was large, with nice shelves on three 
es, so we went in shut ie door, and looked to 
fee i the people who Nad moved out had left 
fnything behind, There was no door knob onthe 
inside, just a laich an the outside, so there We 
were, hollering forthe folks To get us out 

‘During World War 1, gas, sugar and butter, 
among other things, were Fatloned. We made our 
‘en butter witha dasher that you pulled up and 
(town in an earthern churn. We didnt get many 
fakes, but mom had a recipe for gingerbresd 
that you sweetened with syrup or Honey, so we 
had lots of that with whipped cream. Rbubar® 
tras our eazmed fr 

"in 1941 my dad Was quite sick; he spent the 
winter getting over @ bad case of high blood 
pressure. The nelghbors were kind in hep Us 
but with te chores. Many thanks 0 them! 

‘Local entertalament was visiing family and 
neighbors After harvest was finshed, we would 
fave card parties and dances at the sehool on 
Saturday nights to ralse money forthe Cari 
fas concert, Music was supplied by Norman 
‘Andesson, Margaret and Waller Boetger, and 
‘Boo Matthews, 

Tn lads we rocelved a plegsant surprise when 
our Brother Allan Was born. There was some dls 
pte between Bud, Marion, and me over who the 
Fev fellow would sleep with 

"in i844, dad and mom purchased the farm 
from Mr. Botton. 1944 oF 1945 ove had a ball 
storm that broke most all the windows op the 
forth side of the house. The veranda saved the 
‘Windows to the west The crop and garden were 
Tost Dut we gainered halistones Ina hurry and 
‘made'ice cream Along about 1945 Bud sent way 
fora wing charger that he erected on top of the 
house, wired the kitehen and we had 25 watts 
Worth of powerful ght when the wind ble 

i, our country schools were closed — 
jon had taken over! "The students 
from the Bluebell Distriet went by bus 











‘Boksille; Allan was the ony one from our family 
‘who got ia on that 

In 195-56, the ol dling rage started in our 
area. In lo, Calgary Power came to us. The 
‘countryside that used tobe pretty dark is nov” It 
‘up with oll lares and vard lights. There are pipe 
lines going underground in most all dreetons 
‘That's progress! 

‘Time surely passes very quickly. Here it is 
ao. Mom and dad are both doing jst fine and 
{aking a great interest in farming activities. 

‘As for thelr offspring: Bud married Trude 
Melkeller of Condor: They farm a mile west of 
fur folks on the former Cathereoke place. They 
Rave four enlldren Michael, Timmy, Connie 
fang Denna, 

‘Marion married Russell Stautfe. They make 
their homes between Calgary and Medicine Hat 
‘Ruse drives a bus for Greyhound and they also 
operate Barf Aviation af Medicine Hat. They. 
ave two children, Juay (Mrs. Vern Payne) and 
Terry 

‘Alan married Ruth Halstlon of Estevan, 
Saskatchewan, and farms the former Isaacson 
place. Allan also works for Robert Pott Oilfield 
Construction. Ruth operated a beauty salon at 
ekvile for some time, They have two chilaren, 
‘Travis and Vivian 

‘As for mo, Tim Elmer Nielsen's roommate 
‘We farm in the Happy Hil district anaT operate 
2 Giftware and Beauty Shop at Spruce View. 

‘Tmay have a wrong date here or there, or an 
‘error in my ite story Tso, hey were definitely 
Unintentional. 

‘nclosing, may I congratulate our parents, 
grandparents and all senior citizens for 4 Job 
Well done. T doubt if we youngsters have their 
Aetermination or guts 








HANSEN — O'BRIEN 

Hats Peter Hansen — born October 5,185, tn 
Denmark. Christina Nellsea, born March ‘8, 
{See in Denmark, Married in Omaha, Nebraska, 
USA in ss 

Tn the summer of 1902 Hans Peter Hansen 
visited various parts of Alberta, looking for a 
‘llablepleee of land on whlch to make home. 





50s 





He selected the SE 28 8.3.5, which became the 
Hansen home in. Alberta, ‘The family of six 
children, born in Nebraska, eoasisted of Grace 
Marte, born February 10, 1884; Hans Chris, bors 
‘May 1b, 1885; George Wikilam, barn February’ 8, 
{ss7; Cart Ingvar, born December 3 186; Alta 
Patricia, born January 8, 190; Albert Nels 
bora August 6, 1901. The family arrived, along 
With more setters, in Red Deer on April 2,19 
On Sly 18, 1908, Rosa Julla was born, 





litging Fmd hi ne, Wie Ake Me, 





‘The Evans farm, about five miles north of 
Red Deer, was renied for 2 year, during the 
summer some land was cleared and broken on 
{he Homestead and a slab shack Was bull. The 
{amily moved to the homestead in the spring of 
80K, Evarts as the post office. Meanwhile, 
eter Hansen worked away fom home In the 
irrigation dltches around Letttoriage. The pur 
Pose was to get necessary cash that they needed, 
Eine tney had had Aine crop failures In 
Nebraska, 

‘More buildings were constructed in 19 
among them the original house, whieh ‘stl 
Stands. This was the year Ella. was born on 
September 21, 1904. Tt is recalled that an umm 
brella was pat aver ihe bed to protect the mother 
and the new baby from heavy Tals, 

“The Year 1805 saw real tragedy strike the 
family witn the murder and robbing of Peter 
Hansen, while transporting a binder from the 
Evans place to thelr heme. A man Was charged 
with the crime and trlea in he frst erimtnal case 
In judieal courts in Alberta, 

Mrs, Hansen recelved $1,000 from a life in 
surance polley. She used this money to bu’ ml 
ows so’ the family would have a continuing 
‘means of support. Airs. Hansen had recelved in 
hher native land the equivalent of = home 
economies course, which would include medical 
fig, home nursing, sewing and all ome making 
arts, 

Tn 1906 or 1897 Mrs. Hansen filed on a 
homestead with widow's rights, wick was about 
six miles west ofthe Nome place, and proved up 
fon it with the help of her enuldren To help out the 
family Income, Chris, the oldest son, freighted 








from Red Deer to Rocky Mountaln House, mak. 
tng wo on a week, baring these years the 
Hansen home was the stopping place for many 
travellers trom Red Deer to Rocky Mountain 
House, 

‘Meanwhile the school division nad been 
formed and Mrs. Hansen had the Roner of nam: 
Ing’ the school, when was “Bluebell” No, 1186, 
this name being used unl the school closed in 
MBL Her children, Chris and Grace, attended 
School at Crossroads (neither one could speak 
English) and then atended Biuebel soo! ong 
with the rest of the family. Later, some of the 
trandenildren also attended {his schoo, 

“Tn I908 hrs. Hansen married Andrew J 
ovzrien, and three gins were bern to ther, 
Mayme was born on December 3, 1908, Allee on 
February 7, 1810 (dled tn 1974, and Helen born 
‘on October 16, 1811 (aed In 1928), 

‘In 922 Mes. O'Brien had a very severe heart 
attack and was unable to work any longer. 

‘From 1004 up fo 1974, when she moved fo Red 
Deer, Mrs, O'Brien was one of the buslest and 
‘most Relpful women inthe West Country, She 
Was alvays a the eal of her neighbors fr aurs 
Ing service, and in aay other need that arose fn 
those ploncer days. During her time she was 
present at the birth of 187 children, and in many 
fases rendered assistance which saved lives, 
Her nome was ‘always open to friends and 
visitors and er hospitalty became famous over 
4 large (erritory. She was aetive In the work of 
the Women's Institute ana other local 
organizations, Ske moved to Red Deer in 1928, 
‘where she ran @ boarding house, Mrs: O'Brien 
passed away in 182, and is resting in the Red 
Beer Cemetery 





ALBERT HANSEN FAMILY 

Albert Hansen was born in. Sterling, 
‘Nebraska, US.A-on August 6, 1901 He came fo 
‘Alberta with other members of hs family in 903, 
ie Fecelved his education at Bluebell schoo), 

Albert lived on the farally farm ‘with his 
‘mother and, as a teenager, worked at many’ Jabs 
i the surrounding district, one of which was 
vwinter employment for the Kaight Brothers, the 
Farnly of the famous brone rider, Pete igh, 
the Crossfield area, His Job there was hauling 
‘heat about 17 mlles fo the elevator, and he 
made a trip each aay. 

‘In 808 Albert purchased the family farm $2. 
383-05, from hls mother and settled down (0 
‘learing land as time ang finances permitted. On 
‘April 14, 1851 he married Hazel Lute of Fekvile, 
‘Thelr son Donald was born at the Lutz farm on 
the outskirts ot Eekvlle on February 20, 1352 
Their daughters, Myrtle, on September 25, 1933 
and Betty, on October 3,193, were both barn at 
Mrs. Porter's nursing nome near Conder, exact 
ly one year and one week apart. 

For extra incame a large herd of purebred 
registered Ayrshire cows were milked and the 
ream and mle weas sold later years the Milk 














‘eas picked up by a truck at the driveway and 
{akex fo the Alpha plant in Red Deer. 

‘Albert and Hazel were very active in all com: 
rmunlly work. Albert as a trustee for the 
Buebet! Sehoot Distriet for many” years, He was 
also instrumental in the grading and graveling 
tthe Diamond Valley road, whten was strietly 3 
ommunity project a8 the Munleipal District had 
no funds avaliable for the work at that time, I 
Inter years he was a director on the Eekvile Co 
op Hoard, the Eorville. Mutual. Telephone 
MGsoclaton, the Fkvile Credit Union and the 
Coop Livetiock Marketing Association. 

Hazel was a long-ime member of the Dia 
mond Valley Ladies Club, in which she was a 
Neey-aeive worker tn Their many commuatty 
projects 

“Albert and Hazel were secretaries for the 
Eckville. Rural. Electifieation -Assoctation 
‘Albert was one of the founding members of te 
Board of Directors, which led to many endless 
ours of hard work and bookkeeping for hime 
4nd his wife. As well, they provided board and 
‘00m for several enew members when surveying 
4nd construction of the rural powerlines got un 
erway 

‘We, the younger generation, recall the doors 
of our home being locked forthe Hirt time nour 
lives after well over $50,000 was collected one 
fay from farmers in the surrounding area as a 
‘deposit onthe installation of Calgary Bower. The 
Hinsens were also Secretary Treaburer for the 
Union of Rural Eleetification Associations for 
Alberta for approximately ten years. 

‘Hazel passed away on November 24, 1964, 
ater a leginy Hines 

Th October, 1965" Albert married Helen 
Haatstad, Tney resided on the f 
spring of 1858, when they retired 
Vernon, B.C. Albert passed away on July 6, 970. 
Iibert dnd Giazel are oth laid forest inthe Red 
Deer cemetery 

















HANSEN, DONALD AND STEPHANIE 
‘Donal, som of Albert and Hazel Hansen, was 
born at Bekville in 1982. He attended sehool at 


[Bhuebell, the Red Deer Composite High School, 
and SALT. th Calgary’ 

‘mn 1854 he purchased the S 2.883:5 from 
Mrs Leo Zaleskl, whieh had. been formerly 
‘aimed by Charles and William Sehuneman. Tals 
Tana was across the road from land owned by Ns 
parents, $2888.35, and with whom he farmed 
In partnership for several years 

During the nter he Worked for ahout 12 
years as a sawyer and mllwright for the Atlas 
Lumber Company in sawmills In the Nordegg 
area. Other winler employment included work 
Ing.on oll igs, pipelines and operating Cats on 
‘Vatious consiruetion jobs, 

‘in 198 Donald married Stephanie, the fourth 
augnter of Frank and ann Dobia of the 
Evergreen dstrict Stephanie attended school at 

jel Dell and after leaving there. attended 
SALT, In Calgary. She graduated from there 
&t nurse's sige: She worked for several years at 
‘Yarous hospitals throughout Alberta. 

‘To ths anon three sons were born: Dale in 
M68, Gordon In 1861 and Gerald In 1965. At the 
present time the boys are busy with thelr educa 
Hon, and farening with thelr ad, 

‘Bale and Gordon each rent a quarter of land 
land are two of the few “fourth generation” in 
thts area Involved in farming land homesteaded 
by thelr great grandparents. 














{THE HEBRIDEANS — by M. P. Maclean 
My first recollection ot hearing anything 
boul Canada was in the early winter of 1921 
‘when Twent to ameeting with my father shoving 
pletures glorifying Canada put on by the CP. Ie 
‘They were trying to get Immigrants to. g0 10 
Canada, where they would get thelr own farms 
‘rom the Solder Setiement Board, and reduced, 
fares on the boat and train trom the C-P.R. 

"The picture of Canada I must say were very 
Impressive, ‘They showed people lcklng apples 
oft the trees, children skating, skiing, pleking 
‘ples and: grapes and eating item, whlch im: 
pressed mevvery much. Apparent’ my father 
lise, as he dl not go back to sea for the rest of 
the Winter but prepared to leave for Canada. 

‘in March of 822, about 30 men, over half of 
tem ‘with families left the Island of Barra 
Farra Ys the farthest west island of the Outer 
Hebrides, is 4 miles around with about 2 hun- 
red people there at that time. TL Is about 80 
Inlles northwest ofthe Seottish mataland, 

'We stopped for afew davs in Glasgow where 
we Were joined by a number of ether settlers 
om other islands trom the Outer Hebrides. 

‘We sled from Glasgow on the last day of 
March on the HLS, Metagama and after avery 
ough crossing, and being delayed by leebergs 
‘we landed in Quebec, April 14 Instead of Mow 
{realy as the ice was not yet cut of the St 
Unwtence River. 

‘We took the train from Quebec City and the 
dea was tat familes would drop off roughout 
southern Ontarfo and spend’a year learaing to 








farm before proceeding west to get thelr own 
farms as these men were all wea-faring men and 
hhad never touched a horse before, let alone put a 
bridle on one, Some dropped off at Dalhouse, 
Toronto, Chatham and Windsoe, Out tamlly was 


dropped off at Chatharn where my father got a 
obion a mixed farm with alot of milk cows. 

"The following. spring. in ApFIL we again 
hoarded the train, destination Red Deer, 
‘wherever that place may be. We could not find 
bu from anyone in Ontario but they all knew that 
{twas in indlan country and there were no 708d 
haps at this time, We weve joined In Toronto By 
{Wo families and wo single men, The rest of the 
fetilers had decided they had come far enough 
Sand stayed where they were, 

"Before Igo any further, must tell you how 
title was known about Red Deer at that time by 
the people of Ontario. The last week before we 
left there were people in our house every night 
‘egging my dad Roto go there on account ot the 
Thdlans, They told us so many stories and bepzea 
him forthe sake ofthe family not to go but dad 
‘was determined. He wanted is om fare and by 
going west was one sure way of getting t. Finally 
fie night before. we left. the. storekeeper In 
Chatham brought Dad his own shet gun and 
Shells fo protect us from the Indians. Also, they 
{alked him into shipplng our owm stove, as they 
knew we could not get one where we were gol. 
Dad was slays mad abou! that for when we got 
qorRed Deer we found the same stove It cost $22 
fina it had cost dad $64 fo ship If trom Ontario. 

‘When ae got to Red Deer we looked for In 
‘lane, but sorry t0 say we did not see any. We 
‘were greeted by three Seas In klts and one play 
Ing the bag pipes which brought back a Tot of 
memories, The three were Satly McPherson, 
‘Andy Stewart of Bvarts and Calet MacDonald of 
Condor 

"We were loaded Into cars and driven four 
miles west to the Indian School smhere we were 
put into separate homes. The car that I rode in 
Was driven by Charlie Cauek of the Club Cafe 
land needless to say as children we were very dis 
Appointed at not seeing any Indians, even 
‘Chante Couck disappointed us in that he wasn't 
wearing pietalls 

‘We were to get the buildings ready for oc 
ceupaney for about 200 families who were ex 
pected to arrive sometime in May from all the 
Bands in the Outer Hebrides. ‘The frst five 
fainiles that came to Red Deer were from the 
Island of Barra and were Joined a short time 
Tater by the family of Alex MeNell Those same 
Hx were the ones that setted In ihe Diamond 
Valley distett 

Te Indlan Sehool at that time was quite an 
Impressive sight. ‘There Wwere tio large Drick 
and stone balidings, three storles high, kitchen 
facts to handie at lest five hundred people 
‘vith dormitories to handle the same, seven, 
Separate family homes, barns, corrals, etc. After 
fhe new immigrants arrived, each man Was 








driven around to pick out farms that were for 
Sale at that time and it they liked ther and the 
price was right, the Soldier Setflement Board 
Sought’ for them. Some setiled around Ver 
mllion, Camrose, Westlock, Condor and many 
‘ther parts of Alberta As these settlers had n0 
farming experience, they Were lined up at the 
hams and someoné there would demonstrate 
how to Brae a horse, haraess him and hook him 
tp toa wagon. They would drive nim around and 
tals tearm to hook up a tear and four horses. 

“slot more settlers arrived later but lam not 
gong fo dell on them as this story Is only af 
fe six families that settled in the Diamond 
Valley alstriet. 

‘MeNell Alex McNeil setted on the NE 34-7 
5, known then as the Dick Weight place, 0 
partiy owned by the oldest son Angus, and John 
Nurdocke ‘There were five boys and two gis it 
thle family Angus lving at Svan Lake, Mary 
(Gis, Bessier) In Edmonton, Donald in, Van 
‘over, Angus Jahn died July 3, 1968, Jomn ving 
sylvan Lake, Murdock in Red Deer and Lilian 
{Mrs Johnson} in Red Deer, ‘Thebs ehllaren went 
{oboih Diamond Valley and Happy Hl seals, 
agus hauled cream to the Eexville Creamery 
fora couple of years, In about 192526, 

Galbraith: Rod Galbralth settled onthe SW 2 
83 known then a8 the Bly Woof farm, now 
‘owned by Lawrence Murpny. They fad three 
Soysy James, Angus and Neti, all living at the 
{ots and ail went fa the Bvarts School 

‘McLean: Rod MeLean setied on the NW 35 
‘3-3 aso owned at that time by Bly Woof and 
now oWned by Scott Murphy. 

‘MeNell: John McNell (bachelor) settled on 
the SE 54-373W3, later known the Gibson place, 
Inter as Ingvar Evekson farm and now owned by 
Gary Stewart 

‘McCormick: Jim McCormick (bachelor) 
settled on the SE 437-303, known then as the 
elke farm, now owned by Jonn Murdock 

Neil Maclean's family history 1s. found 
elsewhere inthis book. 

Tt only took about three years for the 
bachelors fo find out thatthe Way’ of life was not 
{or them and both ef forthe sea and Vancouver 
tnd finaly found thelr wa back tothe Toland of 
Barra, Aboit inree years later, Rod Galbraith 
left for Vancouver and Fld MeLean lel for Ver 
millon and later found his way fo the coast, 

‘lex MeNell and my father stuck lt out and 
aacqulred more land as the years went by. Alex 
died on the farm atthe age of, March 19,1988 
fils wife dled at 84 In June of 164 

"in about 190%, few more settlers came to the 
Diamond Valley area from the outer Hebrides. 
James MeNell settied on the NE9.38 5 mown 
las the Larry Telning homestead and is now Ihe 
home of Murray’ Craig. They stayed about seven 
‘years then went back io the Iland of Barra. Rod 
‘his settled on he SE 16-58-35 known then 25 
the Gosney farm, later as the Charl Wright 
place. He stayed about six years, then moved 19 























Vancouver where he died in 1976 atthe age of 3. 
The Wilsons eame into the area about 1929 and 
Worked for John Watson for a number of years 
before moving fo Clandonald, Alberta 

‘Allof these people loved musle and especially 
dancing. Whenever three or four couples Eo! 
fogether, the dance was on If only three couples 
twere available, hen the enldren were taken ate 
the act to make a foursome. Having no musie dia 
tot bother them, Tor someane would Just hums the 
fine, tTearned to dance so young that leant 
{even remember when. About 1805 when C.F-CN 
‘Started broadcasting thelr ald time music onthe 
Fadio, they would all go fo MePhersons who had 
‘radio at this time and dance tll midnight every 
Friday night, Then they started having surprise 
house parties every two Weeks wleh lasted for 
years ath the whole community getting in on 
the. Tae Cunningham boys af Eekvile supplied 
some of the muse 

They were happy people and all spoke the 
GGaclle language and el remember, very clan 
nish, If you were from the outer Hebrides, you 
‘were aulomatieally one of the gang, 








dedicate this history to the memory of my 
parents, Joseph and Antonia Hollander, who, 
Rrrough Hardatipe and. perseverance, helped 
blaze the pativtays where highway never ran, 
tnd left a heritage and legacy that thelr children 
fd grandenldren can ust be proud ot 

‘My_parents. were born In Bohemia, 
Ceeehoslovakia, father in 1878 and mother Ii 
160. Father had taken hs three years of com 
Dulsory training n the army, and following hs 
Gisenarge he travelled extensively through most 
of Europe, He was a great scholar, and Was ble 
to speak seven languages quite fiuently. We, as 
children, were always amazed whenever people 
fame 1o'visit us, for he was able fo carry on 3 
onversation with ther in thelr mother tongue, 

‘Mother and father were married in 3803 and 
bout she months later they salle for New York 
‘There was a song whieh the folks of Bohemia 
tsed to sing. ‘Translated into the English 
Tianguage ts’ would read as follows: "North 
‘America is Ike Paradise—only the voyage there 
is high priced, Beautlful Amerlea~beyond the 
ea, beautiful America.” Mother always sald 
thai {twas that song that made up thelr minds 
land lured them fo the United States and later to 
Canad 

‘During thelr 18 days at sea (Mother was sea 
sick the smhole time) father met aman who 
Glaimed to own a farm and he asked father (0 
ome and work for him. ‘The man was very 
frlenaty and promptly borrowed what was then a 
lange sum of money from my father, giving hs 
Word of honor he would retura it whenever father 
Wanted it. Needless to say, father never saw the 
‘money again! 

“Tn 1805 my parents bought a team of horses, a 














cov and afew household effects and, armed with 
‘Enthusiast and hope, they went to Blemarck, 
North Dakota, where iney Med on a homestead 
and ullt a1 by 16 foot sod shack. It hed one wa 
Gov, & door, but no flor. Tals, then, was thelr 
fest home 

‘Mother was very young and about to have her 
first eld, and because she was born of well 
480 parents, fle in this new land. was very 
‘bewildering’ to her. The Tndlans would: cance 
‘down the fiver not far from thelr Rul and at 
night would dance around tele tres within thet 
ght. ‘The sellers were few and far between: 
fand what with the language barrier and being 
Afraid ofthe Indians (although they were always 
friendly) and with very litle money, Ufe was 
‘very hard for them. Sister Mary was bora inthis 
hut and to these conditions on January 2, 197 
‘with only kind stranger to take care of mother 
{ne ela. 

“remember father telling us ohis experience 
during a severe lzzard while they were in 
Bismarck, On this particular day he went 10 
fown=this was a three-day affair because they 
lived 29 mates trom town. Tt took one day to get 
there, one day'to get the supplles and rest the 
horses, and the final day to return Rome. A blz 
zara blew up on the way home and father lost his 
‘ray. The roads were onl tall hat crossed and 
recrossed eaeh other 18 Various Intervals. He 
‘vas unbearably eoid and thougtt that he would 
Surely freeze to death. He was about To give up 
‘when he came upon a ranch house. He had to be 
helped off the sleigh and after ahot meal and a 
‘est he was escorted afew males ntl he got his 
bearings 

‘iy parents moved to Cenada and to Winnipeg 
in 197! later they moved to Fernle, B.C. where 
father ‘worked at the Crow's Nesi Pass’ Coal 
‘nes. Mother was a very good seamstress and 
Maida take long before she had all the sewing 
that she could handle. She had bought a Siager 
Sewing machine while they were sil in Win- 
peg and twas stil in use and in very good Con 
Aition ste she passed away In 1851 

‘While my parents were in Feral they rented 
4 nouse belonging to Mr. Tsidor Rowter. In 1909 
the town of Fernie was threatened by fire—peo 
ple were evacuated to neighboring towns. Mr 
Rowter and father refused to leave and Tet the 
House burn down. With water from a well beside 
the house they fought ofthe fre, but twas alos- 
Ing battle, and finally, to save themselves, they 
had to go down nto the well They both suffered 
Smoke inhalation, and father suffered partial 
blindness for several days; strangely enough the 
house they fought to save did not burn down. 

‘Afler father recovered, a lend of his, wise 
name was Frank Brzak, persuaded him fo come 
‘vith him to the Gaetz district, where Mr, Brak 
ed’ a Homestead, Father, Motner and Mary 
Stayed with ME. Break and father filed on his 
homestead, NE 25374.W5, and. commenced 
‘working on a log nouse, Brother Joe was born in 











the Brzak home on April 15, 1909 with just a 
nelghbor lady tn attendance 

‘The cellar was dug by hand and pand-hewn 
logs were used forthe celling (later to be used as, 
the floor of the Rouse), The house Cellar) was 
ow ready for cceupancy while the rest af the 
house was being completed or at least made 
livable. 

Father bought three oxen, two cows and afew 
celekens trom John Jones of the Happy Hil ds. 
‘het and. started the business of farming in 
‘carmest~their roots had faken and were set 

“Those were hard times forthe ploneers, ind 
many were the experiences they endured. One 
ean never give the early setiers foo much credit 
for braving the hardships and for the tremen 
ous amount of Work involved in ths new land 
‘and establishing a foundation ‘or the future 
generations. MY parents were only one of the 
{any and't amazes me that they did so well with 
so tue to do vith 

Before thelr nome was completed father 
received word that a railroad fram Red Deer to 
Rocky Mountain House was inthe process of be 
Ing started-—men Were needed, and father got 8 
{ob. He helped bulld the bridge that spans the 
North Saskatchewan at Rocky Mountain House. 
The wages were low andthe working crew slept 
Intentswthe winter was very cold, but they were 
thankful to be working. Father would send his 
wages via the rail crew to Mr. Fobinson, & 
‘orekeoper in Evarts. Neighbors who went for 
food. and staple would pick up the ‘mall plus 
Anything else hat the women of the hemesteads 
heeded. Sometimes thls would be only once & 

‘While father was away mother kept busy. She 
dug up clay and mixed It with water and filled 
the cracks between the logs of the house, Wood 
Was plentiful, but she nad fo chop down the trees 
Sind spit the wood by hand to supply the Wood for 
her cookstove and the heater. She melted snow in 
the winter time forthe stock and the household 

“Every evening after the two children were in 
bed she would cover the windows with blankets 
So the lights wouldn't shew from the ouside—she 
‘vas afraid of strangers, She would then take her 
Coechostovaklan and English translation book 
And leara tae English language. One night there 
‘was a knock on te door, but she Kept qulet, hop 
Ing whoever was there would go avtay. A man's 
Yolce said "Don't be afraid, Mrs. Hollander, 1 
‘now you are there" She let the man in Tt was 
‘Mr Falk, who at that time was postmaster atthe 
‘New Hil post offiee. He was concerned because 
all the nelghbors with whom he had been in con 
fact sald that they had’ aot seen mother for 
Several weeks. 

‘Father continued to work on the homestead, 
but tn the winter months he worked In the coal 
mines at Nordegg, During the fall he would work 
Harvesting souin of Calgary 

"The oxen were eventually replaced by three 














horses, more land was broken and life became 
faster. The Evergreen post fice came into be 
fing, and a general store was Bult elght mlles 
north of our place, known as Pitcox, and ater 
Feplaced ‘by ihe espero General Store. The 
‘Gacte sehoot was two miles north of our place. 
Four more children were barn: Helen in 1911. 
Millan, Annie and Josephine following her. All 
the ehlldren attended Geetz sehodl, 

‘Gur socal life conssted ofthe annual school 
plenle, the box soclal and Christmas concerts, 
Biances'were held in the schools and. also n 
private homes. To pass away the winter Rights. 
father would read us stories or tell us BIbIG 
Stories, while the rest of the family would strip 
{eathers to make Into pillows and feather bed 
overs. We always enjoyed visiting ihe John 
‘Motil family: they boasted large gramophone 
and had many many lovely records. Mrs. Moti 
‘was a dear, cheerful person and was always Very 
Hina to mother, and we loved her dear 

‘Father bought another quarter of land, NE 
S24. which my brother Millan now oums and 
arms. The old house was remodelled and many 
friends gathered there to dance in the large li 
Ing toom. The house burned down in 1835 and a 
‘Beir one was builtin the same location 

"The children grow up and slarted their own 
homes, Mary married Ernest Lipka, local 
man, and. they had 1wo children, Helen and 
‘Albert: lary passed amay ia 194% Joe married 
‘Mary Sturpiy‘and they lived in Port Arthur. doe 
ppasced away in 1960. Helen married Maurice 
Rave ot the New Hill area, and they had one son, 
Ronald, Maurice died in 1936. Helen later 
‘married Anton Beranek of Daysland. They tad 
three daughters~Shirley, Auarey and Ariene. 
Anton passed away In 187d, len lives In the 
tovm of Ponoka, Millan lives on his farm a mille 
orth ofthe old homestead. Milan loves trees 
fand his farmsite Is-proot of this. His, many 
‘eauttut spruce and pines as shelter bells are a 
pleasure te behold. Annle married Jon Fria of 
the’ Hespero district; thelr Iwo children are 
Kenneth and Frances. Josephine married Bill 
Savage of the Raven area. They had four 
hlldren—Robert, Marlene, Brian and Joanne. 
“Josephine passed away in 164 

"Father and mother retired to Creston, B.C 
in 18ft. Mother passed away In i091. Father 
‘came back fo Alberta after her death, making 
his home with Josephine unl ls pasing ia 854 
Both are buried in the Evergreen cemetery. 











‘Krlstlan Holmson, a bachelor uncle “Chris 
of the Hans Olsen ehildren, came from Norway 
in 1%, ie made his home with his stepbrathe?, 
Hans Olsen, and family. He did alot otroad work 
and ditching In is day. Consequently, he was 
Away working most of the summers, but would 
come home to spend the winters withthe Olsen 
‘family 











He was a qulet 


hard-working ploneer. He 
passed away in Jai atthe age of 78 years, ands 
Buried in the Diamond Valley Cemetery 





)HNSON, JONAS — by Trudie Gefle 
Jonas Johnson was born at Gamlchult 
‘sweden on December 14) 1857 to. Ana. and 
‘Johann Johnson. He took some schooling there, 
‘ut lesened Engish after he immigrated tothe 
USA. He had a fondness or learning, and ld a 
reat amount ot reading on his vn 

‘Ghele Jonas did some farming in the US.A, 
before he came fo Canada with his brother, Vie 
tor Medin. They shipped some horses. and 
machinery up by train. Together, he and Victor 
{ol thelr bullaings up and crops In, Uncle Jonas 
Homestead was the N.W, 20383: and ls now 
bwmed and Yarmed by Walt Medin. His original 
ome fe stl standing Im the same spot In faely 
00d condition, 

"After the Victor Medin family left the area for 
afew years, Uncle Jonas looked ater thelr farm, 
His" Unele Nels Johnson ‘eed him with the 
farming unl be’ moved 10 the US.A. in 190. 
“ravlers betwen Red eer and the wes oun 
tay usually passed by the homestead and were 
lays weleome to stop and rest their horses, 
find theve was always enough food prepared for 
Anyone extra, Uncle Jonas had a reputation for 
being: a good cook, $0 no doubt many looked 
forward fo sharing’a'meal wth him. He ralsed 
his own beef and pork, butchering it and doing 
the euring Rimsel. He also made his own bread 
tnd buter. the trip was along one, lodging Was 
also available for te night 

“There was a well known saddle horse named 
isso, that. belonged 0 Uncle Jonas. "When 
Someone needed a one way ride they would 
borrow Wisse and upon reaching thelr destin 
tion ifthe veins were led up seeurely he would 
Fela right ome on his own for a deserved 
Water and feed: While returning home on one oc. 
‘aston the reine came loose and Nisse started 
(fring along the trail. Nearly everyone knew 
fhe horsey sight and experienced seeing him on 
homeward journeys, On this occasion thinking 
the animal had got away from ls ide, a farmer 
slong the way eaught him and put hima up til 
‘Jonas, realizing he was long overdue, came lok 
ing for hie, 






























Uncle Jonas never forgot the time he was 
returning from Red Deer, and had 0 find 8 way 
[Serone the Medicine River. ‘The elreumstances 
‘are not clear but, Jonas being aheavy man, and 
Nisse, nol alarge horse, he could not safely swim 
across with his passenger. Jonas ted the horse's 
tail securely around his hands and lt him swim 
Seross with him safely in tow. 

‘Uncle Jonas suffered very badly trom 
arthritis and had fo use erutehes to gel around. 
He took a keen interest in community affairs and 
Was Municipal Counellor for many years. In 
1996 ne retired from ative farming and spent the 
rest of his life with his brother, Ola, unl is 
passing at the age of 78, a bachelor 

‘Wile living with Olaf he ked to cook boller 
of coftes forthe social evenings atthe Bluebell 
School, The crippling arthritis sometimes made 
[impossible for tm fo attend these functions, 
Dut some ofthe young people would go over for a 
game of cards or checkers, or just a. Visi, 
Several young lads also would spend the noon 
fours from senool with fm and he really en 
Joved having them around as often as they could 





LIGHTBOWN HISTORY — by Lilian Anderson 

John James Lightbown was bora In 
Manchester, England in’ 1883 and Als wile, 
Edwina Mary Greenhalgh, was also bora th 
England. Her parents moved toSpain where she 
lived for the first 10 years, moving back (0 
England where she and her husband were later 
‘married. Ther family of thre boys and one gir, 
‘Were born in England where Me. Lighbosrn Was 
Dorgan nthe Biggest chureh In Manchester for 
Several years 

“They” came to Canada in 1901 on the advice of 
‘their doctor, because of theill heath of thelr son, 
‘James. They lived for two years in Brandon, 
‘Mlanlteba before coming onto Alberta tosettie 
the Diamond Valley district in 1903, Here he 
homestead the SE-1858.3.5 and laier bought 
the SW'5383.5 from Mr. Leggett, where he 
farmed for several years. He passed aveay tn 
1900, Mrs. Lightoowa had passed away several 
‘years before, at Golden, BC. 

“The eldest son, David, homesteaded SW-16.28 
4.w5, He married Mercelene Morigeay in 1813, 
‘Tuey lived in this area fora few years, then weal 
towork gn the raiway, ving in several places In 
Bulsh Columbia, were they are stil very 2 
tive at ages of $0 and 88 years. They had four 
Sons and {wo daughters 

“Jim bomesteaded NW-438-.W5, He marsied 
Josephine Morigeau in 1800. After farming for & 
inl he also went fo work forthe railway, ving 
In several British Columbia towns belore rete 
Ing to Langley, British Columbla. He passed 
away here In’ August, 1871. They had tive 
‘daughters. 

‘Molly married Ben Early in 1907. They went 
to Columbus, North Dakota, USA. where they 
farmed, They had one son, David, who sil ives 


In that area. Ben passed away in 1954 and Molly 
lives at Crosby, North Dakota, 

“Max homesteaded NW-5:94.15, where the 
Condor School now stands. He later traded this 
for SESSE3.W3, where he farmed unl 198, 
twhen they moved to Matsqul, B.C, They lived 
there for 10 years, moving back to Sylvan Lake 
where he passed’ away in March, 1871. Max 
married Margaret Viola Wyile in 1216, and they 
Nad three sons and two daughters, Margaret now 
lives at Abbotsford, B.C. Their family includes 
Pa who married Katherine Biswanger: They lve 
at Sylvan Lake and have tree sons and four 
Gdeughters, Lilian married Chris Anderson and 
Stillives in the Diamond Valley disrit. They 
have one daughter an one son, Rabert (Bud) 
farried Janet Brown. They live in Eeeville and 
have {wo. daughters and Three sons, Darlene 
Mnarried Roy ialatt and lives at Devon, Albert 
‘They have three sons and two daughters. David 
married Pat Forsell and they live in Eekvlle, 
‘They have fwo sons and two daughters. 
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‘You can well imagine the hardships of a fami 
1 coming trom a big ety tote wilderness of thls 
country at that time. They cane with team and 
‘wagon trom Red Deer across the country where 
there were no roads, They lived the frst winter 
Inca tent. The three boys all being. musical, 
provided entertainment at many a social gather 
fig: in homes and. school houses. Jim was 
secretary of the school for several Years 


‘THE BILL LOGAN FAMILY 

Bul Logan lett Nova’ Scotia in 1825 on a 
harvest excursion and to Visi Nis sisters. at 
‘Michie, a small town east of Drumbeller. Bl 
Uked the west 0 mulch he didn't return To his 
ative province until 1961 when he and his wife 
took a six week tip {0 the Maritimes 

ath Hill eame’on the scene in 1582 as the 
tgcal senool teacher At the Christmas concert 
that year, Bll was asked fo be Santa and this 
Started romance which rested In mariage. 
‘Three sons were born, Deane in Maren 185 
David in October 1998 and Mlchael In January 
10, 

"The Logan family moved to Withrow in 1983, 
and tothe Gerry Macdonmell arm at Hespero in 
{Si It was in his Year that a daughter, Darlene, 
was born. In 1986, they bought the Ed Wadson 
farm inthe Diamond Valley disriet, During the 
‘war time, many schools were closed for lack of 
teachers s0 the Logan boys attended school at 
Shady Lane, Daisy Nook, Bluebell, and finally 
Diamond Valley. When centrallzation came In, 
All the children. attended the Benalo. School, 
finishing their high senool day's atthe Composite 
High School in led Deer. 

uth went back to teaching inthe fall of 155, 
her first schoo! being Old Knowledge. She and 
Darlene stayed in the teacherage through the 
tek ging ame tor week onan Te following 
Year the Old Knowledge pupils were bussed to 
Condor where Ruth aught Grades 1 and 2. Bill 
rented the farm to. Deane for six years and 
‘worked on construction jobs, part of the time for 
Skocdopale Construction Company. During this 
time, the family lived. at Hespero. Every 
Summer Ruth aflended ‘university in order to 
further her education unt she graduated in 1988 
During the Christmas vacation that year, the 
family moved back to the farm In Diathond 
Valley 

1h 1964 Deane bought land at Haynes where he 
‘met and in 19 married Myrtle Soderberg. He 
{ater gold this farm and bought a larger farm 
‘ear Caroline where they now ive with thelr to 
Sons and two daughters. 

‘David married Helen Bozek of Evergreen in 
16h, He bought a."Cat” and went tato the 
onstruction business, working mainly" on ll 
foaas and leases in the north, They lve at Slave 
Lake with thts two gles. aflck went Into the oll 
fields and in 1962 went Yo Australia for three 
{Years and later fo Spitsbergen fora few mouths 
He married Colleen MeCune on Armistice Day 











1967 and now resides on the “home” farm with 
bis wite and two daughters, 

Darlene enrolled in the four year psychiatric 
Regletered Nurses program at Alberta Hospital 
Ponoka, Aer graduation. she aursed at the 
following places" Slave ‘Lake, Montreal, Win 
nipeg, and Fort Chureaili, Nanaimo and Vic 

ay B.C. where she presen resides. 

Dick ain Colleen moved to the farm tn 1983 
and Teun retired from teaching thal same year 
{nthe fall 1975, Bil and Muth decided to retire 
from the farm ‘and bought a home in Red Deer 
Where they are enjoying th lazy ie 


McCANN, WILLIAM. AND GERTRUDE — by 
Gertrude MeCann 

Bill” MeCann was born in Hague, 
Saskatchewan, September 2, 1511. He was the 
wungest on” of Joseph and. Mary ‘Mccann, 
fatives. of Bruce County, Ontario. They. 
fomesteaded at Dewberry, Alberta, then moved 
fo'Gleieen where Joe’ teamed lumber. (0 
[rrownrood, Later he bought a farm one-nait 
ile north of Arrowwoed, where Bill grew up 
land received his education He drove a horse van 
daily while attending school, After ‘lnlshing 
‘too ll foined his father in farming. He was 
treat horseman and loved all animals. Bis 
Gorses were always in demand for parades and 
floats, June 3 wa®-a school holiday If you par. 
Heipated in sports This is howe met bis future 
fife, Gertrade, He was an avid. cutler, Dall 
player and skater, in hs ears teens he was the 
‘eam goalle. He attended the United Church. 

‘Dry years and dist storms made him ds- 
contented, soe and his mother journeyed fo the 
Giby area to take over a farm his granarather 
Burr had owned. Here he learned ways were 
{liferent — fuel had fo be chopped and saved 
lisep you warm, Roads were poor, and falthfal 
"Doobin” was sppreciated, About this time he 
took a bride, Gertrude. Roebuck, a. school 
Teacher. She was the youngest child of Altred ang 
‘May Roebuck, who emigrated from England to 
New York, and later homesteaded near Char. 
lon, Alberta, where Gertrude. was born on 
aren 1, 192, 

Gertfude was a sickly child in her early 
years. She remembers her dad, during the Zu 
Epidemic of 118-109, nursing nelgnbors and do 
fig. their chores, making the rounds on 
horseback through ‘huge erfts and biter cold 
She was educated al Auburn Scaool, Kirkcaldy, 
and at Valea igh Sehool. She later trained a 
Calgary” Normal Sehoal to become a teacher, 
Seneols were hard to get, and unless you hed 
“pull” you often remained without Job. Board: 
{ng houses were few and far between, so most of 
fhe time Gertrude rode horseback on her former 
choo! pony, "Pete", Riding six miles were no 
hore, but én one spring day, April 21, clouds 
‘came in the sky. She had shepherded het pupils 
ome and then declded to try to get home hersel. 
By the time she got there she was covered with 








{wo inches of trozen sleet. Her arms were frozen 
from the shoulders down. The next day she had 
forgo to sehool — no sick pay those days! 
‘Telephone poles had been snapped off by the gale 
and the weather was freeaing cold. They were 
‘rithouttelepones for sb months. 

Concerts, social evenings, ple socials, box 
socials and plenles were. the main enter 
tninments and sehoo! houses were used for these 
purposes. Nelghbors ‘bad skating. ponds and 
Soung people gathered on Friday evenings and 
Sanday’ afternoons 0 skate. Later they ad 
Journed to one of the young people's homes for 
upper, Gertrude taught kindergarten in Emon 
{or for five years before she came to Eekville, on 
‘uly 23, 190 as a bride. 

‘hand Gertie hed three daughters, They 
were Margaret Mary (Mrs. Harold Burdick) of 
Exkvile, who gave them four grandchildren, 
Laie, Scotty Shelly and. Melanle: Betty” Ani 
(iits.’ Charles Greenslade) of Calgary, with 
grandson Bradley; Barbara (Mrs. Lyle 
MeFadden) of Piacher Creek with grand. 
‘daughter Dane 

‘Gne of the most trying times of her marriage 
was in the fall of 1912, Gertrude was asked to 
help out at Medicine Valley School for three 
Tonths because the former teacher had been 
thrown from a Norse. twas from a0 to 58 degrees 
below zero most ofthe winter. Her horse played 
but, and Alee Lawton was kind enough 0 fet her 
have a horse for two weeks 

“They moved tothe Boller tarm south of town, 
then right nest door tothe Razzolat arm, wher’ 
[Bil tived unl his death on May 18, 1968 

Gertrude went back teaching in 193 and 
planned to retire on December 1.192, but 1964 
found ‘her ‘back ‘in the Eekville Blementary 
sehool where she taught unt rtiing in 1975. 

"Gertrude had quite an active musieal lass 
since 198, She ls a member of Benaifo Baptist 
Charen, She was organist, planist and Sunday 
School teacher when needed: Sho is que active 
in the Bekville Craft Gull, mainly tn the kt 
ting, crocheting and needlework sections. She Is 
a flower lover and gardener. She moved {0 
Eekville in December, 1968, where’ she_stil 
resides 

















MACLEAN, NEIL AND THE FAMILY — by M. 
PL MACLEAN. 

‘The Nell Maclean famly came to the Dia 
mond Valley District early in July of 1929 after 
migrating from the Island of Barra, whieh is 
{he most western Island inthe outer Hebrides on 
the west coast of Scotland 

‘My father wae a. sea captain and knew 
nothing about arming or hading of hoses, but 
Delng ot 2 very determined tnd, he Wanted 0 
fare 

We settled onthe NE 4-583: known then as 
the Cingras farm, now owned by Murray Craig 
Ithad ab seres broke onitand the rest was beavy 
‘willows and smal poplars. 





‘There wore flve boys and three girls tn the 
family" and all went (o the Diamond. Valley 
School. rs. Kay (the oldest) MeNabb now lives 
in 'Shaunavon, Saskatchewan. Michael lives 
Hemet, California and Syivan Lake, Mary (rs 
Joplin lives in Penticton, British Columbia. 
‘John lives in Edmonton. Angus was klled by a 
‘ll derrick tn August of 19, Rod lives in Port 
‘Moody, British Columbia and Murdock recentiy 
oughta house in Bekele where he Intends "0 
‘move from Calgary. Jean (Mrs. Cilbert MeNiel) 
Ives in Surrey, Brlish Columbia 

My father died at Sylvan Lake in February 
461. My! mother also died at Sylvan Lake in 
May, 1874at the age of 85. 

Our first three of four years onthe farm were 
very hard. The frst year Wwe were eaten alive by 
Beales and we did not know what was causing 
ithe wells on our bodies until some kind 
Belghbor fold us. On, how sell Lremember how 
those bedbugs liked that forelgn blood. After 
{hat we got seme relief as mother had every Ded 
pst and chal leg siting in a can of coal ll 
‘Although i did nlp, somenow they had a way’ of 
‘ive bombing us from the celling on tothe bed 
Finaily"in desperation. we moved out of the 
house in the summer of 1924, cook stove and all 
and had the nouse fumigated two weeks apart 
Mom and Dad sept na granary with some ofthe 
Younger callaren, three or four slept tn the 
‘wagon box with @ binder canvas over {t and I 
Slept under It think it raed the whole 160 
‘Weeks and ean see my mother tothis day trng 
‘desperately to cook a teal for us on that stove 
butaide in the rain, That was the end of the bed 
‘bigs in our house and we never had them again, 

“The neighbors were very helpful and showed 
Dad how fo do a lot of tings. Dad started to 
‘break some land with four horses abreast sriich 
‘meant that one Borse was always walking onthe 
furrows whieh made hard for him, and he was, 
always crowding the one that was inthe furrow. 
One of our nelghbors' showed Dad how to get 
‘away’ trom that by using tive horses, Three 
‘Behind and two in fron, which meant, ofcourse, 
{our lines to handle instead of two. My father was 
4 sea captain, although T had never seen Aim 
Glock two oF three hundred foot long bost; but 
five horses and four Hines were just beyond his 
Comprehension. When he would get fo the end 
fand had to turn around, my dad would have tro 
horses going east and three going west and he 
‘would be hollering bloody murder forme to come 
And help but usually by the time T got there 
‘Another pole would be broken out ofthat sulkey 
plough, Ry Job at that time was to walk on the 
furrow that was being plowed and try fo prevent 
{it from falling back in its original posifion but 
‘with extra work done on that plough, @ longer 
landside’ and extension of the moldboard, Wve 
Gia get a fow acres broke that fal 

Driving five horses became easy for me asst 
1M years ld, Dad eventually gave up is seat on 





‘that plough and went tothe iowly Jb of seeing 
‘that fe furrow dla not all back. 

[Being the oldest boy, Eas the offical rabbit 
‘catcher whieh was our main det the first fro oF 
three years on the farm. After school | would 
‘make the rounds and take the rabbits out ofthe 
Snares, and reset them. I also devised ways fo 
fateh prairie chickens which were plentiful 
fhe area at that time. The second year T 
raduated to a 2 rife single shot, but was only 
Slowed five shells each night so 1 stl'set snares 
‘and saved my shells to shoot jacks. Then one day 
ne of our neighbors eame tn and told us that it 
Srasn't safe to. eat the rabbits as they were 
{Covered with water blisters that winter. On! how 
Tioved that man, asT was getting sick and trea 
of snaring rabbits, but my mother bad diferent 
ea, She said "it doesn't matter how many 
blisters they have, you eateh them.” She would 
fut the blsters of and boll them for so Long and 
always fold me the frst one of us that led from, 
eating Dilstered rabbits, could guit catching 
them. When any one of us got siek 1 hoped she 
‘would blame tan the rabbits, but none of us ded 
lind Thad to continue hunting rabbits 


Another ineldent that comes to my’ minds my 
dad asked me to goto Eckviie with & team and 
‘wagon and two Ladies went with me. As Thad not 
been fo Bekville before, e told me ogo one mile 
orth, one mille west, four north fo the correction 

ine, One east and three north I followed airee 
{Hons onthe way to Eekuile but onthe way’ back 
when T got to Larry's corner, 1 could see what 
Tooke tke a falrty good road stead andi ioked 
forme as though It Would shorten the trp B60 
malles. After two anda halt miles the road 
pelered out but I looked open ahead so Iwent on. 
Pram into water on top of what was supposed to 
be the road. T deeded to go on anyway, but dd 
not get very far when bath horses went down, 
Blso the wagon to the axles. T couldn't get the 
horses up so'T unhitened them from the wagon, 
Finally 1 got one horse up and with alot of coax: 
Ing got nlm on ary Tand. The other horse would 
not come out 801 decided to leave him and £0 
fomevr hep iat athere at of ticks ana 
Dut under his chia so he wouldn't drown, a 
‘water by this time was over bis back. The women, 
‘had aiready walked on so got on the other horse 
‘and slarted for home. After about a quarter 083 
mle, {looked back and saw thatthe other horse 
Was standing so 1 went back. He was afraid to 
move, bit finally ith lot of effort, he made it 
to dr land. 


don't have to tll you what was sald to me 
when I got home, With four log ehaine and’ rol, 
bt barbed wire and another team we went back 
land got the wagon out 

That was my test experience with wiat peo 
ple called a"muskeg” ean assure you that iv 
Jing in the Diamond Valley area at that time, 
wasnt my last 























HUGH MeNEIL — by Granddaughter: 
Andrew 

‘Gucbee was the birthplace of my maternal 
wangparente, Grandiatter was born in 1857 and 
Eranimother (Martha Kelley) tn 1800. The 
‘MeNelt and Kelley families were among the few 
English-speaking settlers ina French coramust- 
{yy coming to Canada inthe attr part ofthe 18th 
Ceotury. MY grandparents were married in 1831 
Snd for 12 years lived at Points auc Chene, 
‘Quebec. While ln Quebec Son, Pulp, ded tn 
ftsney 

‘As the land in Quebec was very rocky, the 
family of tive children then moved fo Riverside, 
{later named Elbow) Saskatchewan, and led on 
‘homestead, The closest allroad was Davidson, 
Which was 3 alles away. By ei many raliroad 
lines were. bult throughout the province. The 
homesteads were taken and the price of and had 
soared. There were now five boy in the Early 
fo grandfather set ot to Buy mare land where ft 
twas not so costly. In January, 191, he bought a 
{quarter section, NW 22 38.3 W5, fv miles south 
St Bekville, The land was, bought from Dr 
fGvans, a defor practicing in Bekville at that 
time. ‘Grandpa Sought adjoining. land, as it 
became available, untl he had a section 

“A nearly finished two-storey house was onthe 
land when st was purehased. ‘Te house must 
have been a grand one in those das, ast had a 
furmace, It was fascinating to me to be able to 
pull and lower ehains in order to contra the heat 
From the registers, ‘The. basement could be 
entered by two Ways: a heavy trap door, In the 
Dany; or by steps on the outside atthe bottom 
Stwhlen was a door. Large pipes branched off 
from the furnace, which was inthe centre of the 
basement, (0 the rany rooms. Close by vas & 
lange supply af logs whieh Were needed for fue 
‘There was an ‘ce-house on the farm, and 
amemade ie ereara was aust for the plenlcs, 

Grandpa used to enjoy teasing his 
srandchilaren by talking fo them in French. He 
Stlended to the farm business, and for a number 
bt years was seeretary-reasurer ofthe Bluebell 
School District, Grandma was more inlined to 
Slay at home, but she dig have her friends. One 
fay when grandpa ‘and T were coming irom 
Eckville, by team, we stopped at charles 
Schunersan’s (presently Frank zaleskt's) with a 
iruiday’ git” for grandma's. frlend, "Mrs, 
Sehunemas, so the women in that day must Rave 
assoelated with thelr nelghbors, She had a very 
friendly elspostion and enjoyed corresponding 
with relatives and friends 

Love of musle could be considered a trait of 
the SeNell family. ‘They sang, what seemed to 
me fo be, continuously. Some of te Instruments 
they played were violin, accordion, and mouth 
‘organ. A plano, bought in Quebec, in 194, for my 
‘ther, was brought west ands sl in her fart 
Iv. Uncle Everet played the drums in Mts. BU 
‘MaeDonala's orchestra. What & favorable im: 
pression he made on me when he came riding 





Phyllis 














into town on his spirited horse, sporting attrac: 
tive enaps! 

‘My’ grandparents celebrated thelr 50th wed. 
‘ing anniversary in August, 1941. They continued, 
{olive on the farm unt February, 1913, when 
they bought a house in Eckvlle They were nthe 
hose only a week when grandma passed away’ 
Grandpa then made his home with ls youngest 
Son, Gbert, who had taken over the nome farm 
‘Geéndpa passed away in June, 1950. Both ne and 
{grandma are buried inthe Eekvile cemetery. Of 
Ffett family of nine children three are surviving 
Mrs. Margaret MeDonala and Wesley MeNell of 
Bekville and Mrs. Mae Fletcher of Surrey, B.C 

“The eldest son, David, married Ada teeves of 
Penhold, Tey farmed near Evatts, relring £9 
Red Deer in 1996, ‘They had three. children: 
Lloyd, on the Rome place; Beatrice (irs 
Willard “Philips, eR. 4 Eekwille; and Ethel 
Thornton of Calgary. ‘There are aight 
‘grandchildren and. two” great-grandenildren 
Bavid passed away in February, 197 

Herbert (deceased in 1967) ived tn Great 
Falls, Montana, U-S.A. working in the smelter 
there, botore retiring to Seatle, Washington, 
USA. He was predeceased by his frst wite 
Phene, in 1908. ii second Wile, Henretta 
passed away In 194 

‘Leonard (deceased 197) married Jean 
ager of Abbotsford, B.C, In 1890. They farmed 
fhe NE 21-3845, In 3895 they moved fo Betis 
Columbia with their three girls — Evelyn, 
Marion and Leona. The girs are now married 
find have families 

“Everett married Muriel Eison (deceased) of 
ekvile, ‘They. had three. children, Gordon, 
Bertha, and Clarence (deceased). They lived on 
the Calvin Fletcher farm fora few years before 
Inoving. to. Birish Columbia, Everett passed 
Way’ 1915. His second rite, Hazel, resides In 
Burnaby, British Columba. 

‘Gilbert married Jean MeLean of he Diamond 
Valley’ district, im 1841. They had a family of 



































































tree — 2 boy and two girs. Marvin and wife, 
oanne, live in Stettler. They have a son, Ryan 
Sharon and musband, Richard, live at Surrey, 
Bic. They. have four children, The. youngest 
daughter, Lots, 1s working in Calgary. Gilbert 
Sind Jean relied to British Columba in 197). He 
passed say’ in February, 187 and is burled in 
the Bekville cemetery. Jean lives at Surrey, B.C. 


‘MeNEIL, WESLEY — by Helen McNeil 
Wesley married Helen Hainsworth, of 
Leslieville, in February, 1929. They lived hear 
Withrow for 12 years where they rented the 
Calvin Fletehor farm. Taey then moved 10 the 
NEZ8385.W5 with thelr tree children, where 
they farmed until retiring to Eekevle tn 194 
Son, dim, married Betty Whiller, ofthe Gilby 
area, and Is employed as a mechanic in 
Wetsskivin. Tey have three children: Kathy 
has completed her rst year at univers 
‘Mltchell and Colleen ae at Rome, Isabel and 
fhusband, Ken Martin, live {a Richmond, B.C 
‘They have two boys — Kevin and Kirby. veils 
‘married to Glenn Rangen. They farm north of 
Ekville and have two boys, Randy’ and Egos, 


MEDIN, CARL EDVIN 

‘Bd. Medin was born In Smolin, Sweden in 
a, 

‘Alter completing his schooling, he left for 
Canada where he had four uncles, Jonas John 
Son, Olaf, Victor and Robert Medin 

"He arvived in Red Deer on May §, 2907. After 
finding someone who could speak Swedish and 
{ell hire where to go, he found his way'to the 
Home of his uncles, and thisbecame his home of, 
find on for a few yours 

ts first nomestead was the NW 25-90-45 
whieh was in the Wood Lake area, He bult a 
Shack and dig well there But spent most of his 
fie working ot 

in 1813, he moved to SE 23.8.3.W5 in the 
‘Evarts sic, thls was tobe his hme for many 
years. During ths ime, he bought the NW 29 38 





{2015 and the SW 2438.5 and started raising 
Heretord cattle 

He took an active part in the community. He 
ia agreat deal of carpenter work in te district. 
Ie Worked at bullding the Evarts curling rink 
‘and later enjoyed curling In it 

‘He had many good friends inthe district, to 
very good ‘ones being Simon Lund’ and Frank 
Cuadathes: 

Tn 1985, Fa and his Uncle Victor went to the 
Worlds Pair in Chicago, USA. They drove down 
In Vietor’s ear and enjoyed the ip very much. 

a lved at Evarts unt the late 1950's when 
he Sold is land and moved on to SE 21-383.W9 
Whieh had ‘been his Uncle Olaes homestead 
‘quarter In the Bluebell district. He ved there 
Uni 1972 when fe sold hi Tand and ought & 
house in Sylvan Lake, living there untl moving 
fo the Eekville Manot House 

He passed away January 1, 1977, In the 
Eekville Hosplial and was lad to rest In Dia 
mond Valley Cemetery 





MEDIN, HARRY AND MARY 

Harry Axe, son of Vietor and Lydia Medin 
was bom in. September, 1800 at the family 
Homestead. Except for a few ears spent at 
Coranstion, and Medford, Oregon, U.S.A. he has 
Spent hs ie inthe Diamond Valley district 

Tiving and working with his parents, Harry 
also custom work, breaking land, grinding 
grain and threshing. He was a member of the 
Rnighis of Pytnias Lodge In Ekle until it s- 
banded 

Tn 1540 Harry purchased the NW 17-38-4.WS 
from Alex Stewart. In 1940 he bull @ house on 
ths quarter and marriea Mary Brown, daughter 
bf it and Mrs, James Brown of the Gaetz ds 
Itiet. We have spent our Ite since, engaged In 
‘mixed farming 

We ralsed’a family of three children — 
Ronald, Faye and Deanis, who took thelr schoo! 
{ng at Diamond Valley, Benalto, Spruceview and 
ed Deer. They were al members ofthe Benalto 
HH Boot Clu 

1h 1962 Ronald married Elva Lorraine, 
daughter of Alfred and Ruby “Anderson ‘of 
Kevisvlle, They residein Hana, Alberta, where 
Ron fs manager of Ihe United Farmers of Alber 
ta'tarm supply. ‘Their ree children are 
Gregory, Kevin and Christine 

‘in ida Faye was married to James Polit, 
son of Mac and Donna Polit of Lestevlle, They 
purchased a farm in the Gilby district, where 
they now reside. ‘They nave a farly of three 
ehilaren, Dallas, Sandra and Shane, 

In 161 Dennis married Penny, the daughter 
‘of Gordon and Jovee Primrose, ‘ey have to 
ehlldren, Holly’ and: Jacqueline, and reside In 
Rocky Mountain House 











MEDIN, OLAF — by Trudy Gette 
‘Olat' Johnson was born around 1872 at 
Garnichult, Sweden, fo Anna and Johann Joka 





‘on He tok some schooling x Sweden before he 
{immigrated fo the U.S.A. where he had to learn 
English, Tere Was a lot of confusion with mall, 
fue fo the many Johnson families here. To gel 
Sway trom this he changed fis name to Medin, 
whieh Is similar fo. place In Sweden near the 
Family home. He worked ina factory in Chleago, 
fd played baseball for a Chicago ball team as ¢ 
Diteher, Later Olat moved to Eckville and 
Fomesteaded SF, 22:383.W5. He also bought and 
farmed S.E. 18:38-3-W5 whleh he later sold To ls 
‘nephew Harey Meal 

‘Oat raised several teams of horses for is 
‘own use and Tor sale. Some were sold as dray 
teams as far away as Red Deer, alberta, He also 
Worked for some time in the brickvard In Rea 
Beer He did a lot of carpentry work and helped 
‘many homesteaders get their homes and baras 
tp, as well as the old Blue Bell School 

‘Glat'moved to Coronation, Alberta In 3812, 
where he obtained land and farmed for a couple 
Utyears, During his absence his house was used 
{0 accommodate the teacher at the Blue Bell 
Setool which was Just across the road, 

Talthough Olat never married he Took a deep 
lnteres nthe young people and Community af 
{alrs. On very cold mornings it was common to 
find him stoking the schoo! fires, He alse became 
the local barber, & trade he picked up and at 
sthich he was Very good. Of course ne alway’ en 
Joyed having someone stop by fora good game of 
froage. It was also common to find. many 
Aitevent sadale horses stabled Inthe barn while 
thelr riders were attending. school and quite 
‘ten supplied a oller of cottee for them. 

round 1945 Ola rellred fom farang and 
sold his land to his nephew Eavrin Medin, now 
‘ned by Bernard Lani. He remained lving on 
the farm in his original home, travelling (0 
Minnesota for part of the winters and slaying 
With his nephew and wife, Bil and Esther Berg 
tals 

‘lat Medin passed away qultly at his home 
on August 8, 185 


MEDIN, ROBERT 

HHobert Johnson was born at, Garalehut, 
Sweden around 187, Yo Anne and Johann John 
fon. He immigrated (0 the U.S.A, as a young 
nan, setting frst around Minnesoia and Uols 
there his brothers and two sisters were living 
‘This area was populated by several Johnson 
families and It was difficult to keep the mall 
ftom going tO the wrong family. so ke nls 
brothers ie {ook the name Modin, whieh Is 
Similar to a place near the family home In 
Sweden 

He parehsed land near Rugby, North Dakota 
and farmed it for several years before coming to 
Ginada, Here ne purehaded his homestead, SE 
545855, now owned by Willard Phillips 
Robert trst went nto mixed farang, later ral 
Ing cows and taking the ereamn to the exeamery 
In Boke, 





About 1915 he married Olivia Lund. They had 
‘one ehlla, a son, who dled In infancy. Shortly 
After ths Olivia went to Rockford, nals for 
‘sit, When she returned she brought Stanley, 
Who was just a young boy, home with her. Olivia 
land Robert adopted him. Shorty after ins Olivia 
passed away leaving Rober! and young Stanley 

Robert's sister, Annie Nelson, was a widow 
herself at this ime, s0 se came from her home 
In the U.S.A. and slaved for a number of years, 
Keeping house for Robert and Stanley. 1028 
‘ster Ale returned fo hor home fn the U:S.A, 

"fobert traveled fo Sweden in 1828,0 visit als 
tally. He was accompanied by’ Ais nlece, Hilda 
Johnson when he returned to Canada abd she 
Stayed with him to look alter the housekeeping 
Anti ste married and moved ava 

‘Robert continded farming unl his passing in 
10i8 at the age of 08 years. He is survived by 
Stanley of Rocky Mountaln House, and several 
irandehilren and preat-grandchilaren, 


VICTOR MEDIN FAMILY — by Lilie Gefle 

(Yetor Medin my father, was born in Sweden 
tn ISI. There he grew up and got his education 
fo 8 smial farm inthe Southern par ofthe coun 
try, in 809 at the age of 19 Years he immigrated 
to the United Staten. There he worked at various 
jobs in several different states, from tralaing 
horses in Indiana, doing farm work in Tots 
‘nd Minnesota, farming for himself In North 
Dakota 

In 1903 Father moved to Alberta, then stl in 
the Northwest Teritories, tothe Evarts area. He 
hipped nis horses and some equipment by tran 
to Rea Deer and drove the horses west to Evarts 
‘There he acquired a homestead, SW 20385 WS 




















Lydia Anderson (my mother) was born in 
Sweden i ISH), also on a small farm; here It 
‘would be called an acreage, She was educated in 
Sweden and’ after finishing’ school she was 
employed in a neasby town unt about 190), 
When she moved to the Unitea States, There she 
Joined her brother, Oscar Anderson, ona farm tn 
North Dakota. She worked at house work and 
learned to speak English In 1903 Mother and her 
bratter came to Alberta, Molter obtained work 
Im Red Deer af the Alexandra Hotel. Later she 
Worked for a farm family near Bvaris, Her 
brother, Oscar, tooka homestead west of Evarts 
Tn the winter of 1905 Vietor and Lydia were 
married, I believe, In North Dakota 

‘Mam and Dad settled on the homestead and 
began the job of building a home for themselves 
And thee ttre family. Fimes were tough for the 
ploncer ~ money was almost on-existent. Dad 
Frauled lumber to Red Deer trom the savwlls 
further west and worked at them some of the 
fime. When he tok aload of lumber to Red Deer, 
he would usually bring back supples Tor the 
camps and also to the store at Ear, as that 
Was thelr town and post office. Tals was'a means 
Uta bit of Income, which was alway’ hard to 0b: 











All but one o to of dad's horses died of 
swamp fever, as aid a numberof Rorses brought 
Into te couniry tom south of the United States 
border. My dad's brother, Jonas Joknson, came 
from North Dakota at ihe same. time. and 
homesteaded the adjoining quarter section NE 
20383 WS. He also lost some horses. However, 
‘quite a few wild horses were brought into the dis. 
Ghee, By helping to bresk and train therm dad 
‘acquired some horses for himself. By this time 
‘dad-and Uncle Jonas had some catle. One year 
they lost most of the calves with lackleg, 
something they nad not heard of before. All and 
had tobe cleared thehardway, with an axe and a 
‘grubhee, and horses for power. 

‘Mother always had a food garden, so we had 
plenty of vegetables. Will berries were plentiful 
ESraspberries, blueberries and. wild 
Hrawwersies, ‘There were also. cranberries, 
‘These didnot have tobe seated, but ould be Kept 
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In an earthenware erock with a good id. All the 
ploneer women canned or dried all berries and 
Nregetables that could not be kept in the cellar 
Beet and. pork were home grown and home 
cured. Fish could be caught in the lakes and 
Hivers, and tese provided fresh meat for a 
‘change. In later years mom raised a lot of 
furkeys and ehiekens. With costs for milk and 
Butter there was alirays something to eat, even, 
{or aay hungry’ traveller who might come slong 
Bread’ was all homemade; no ready” sliced 
bakery bread was ever seen. Plonect life meant 
alot of work for the women. ‘There. Were 10 
‘ashing machines and no lshwashers (unless 
{he enliven dia them!) The maln equipment was 
the wash Tub and serab board and the old sh 
pan. Light at night was proviaed by coal oll 
Tempe, not too right, ut beter than candies. In 

isthe Aladdin mani lamps came along. They 
Wwere a wonderful Improvernen 

"Tae Meain chlldren came along in due time 
Furst I (Lille) was born at some at Evarts 
1, I marvied Martin Gele of Alhambra Sn 
1908. We have four ehllaren, Car, Marian, Ber 
tice and Allen 

Harry, was also born at home at Evarts, in 
gos, He mnarried Mary Brown in 190. Thelt 
elldren are Ronald, Fay, and Denals, 

‘Walter was born at Coronation in 1816. He Is 
still single, and farms the home place. 

May was born in bedford, Oregon, U.S.A. in 
yom. She married Claude Caton fn He, They 

ave one son, Stuart. 

















We al 
homestead 

‘As schools were built they became the centres 
for socal fe as well as educaton. Bluebell, bult 
about 1005, is where Harry, Walter and May 
Fecelved a good deal of the ihtee Rs. After being 
‘closed. when centralization ‘came ato. effect, 
‘Bluebell was sold and remodeled. Its now the 
home of Ezra Isaacson, 





live within six miles of dad's 





‘Mom and dad spoke only Swedish when they 
‘ame tothe United States, so employment was 8 
Si ltfieult to find, However, they soon learned 
fo speak English Canada appeared to hold 8 
promising future, and it was to become thelr 
Some. They had no desire to return to Sweden. 

‘Recreation and entertainment were all 
provided by the people who took part. ‘These 
‘were all local people, both young and old 
Dances, box socials and even shadow socials 
‘tere poplar. The musie was mainly accordian, 
Violin’ and ‘harmonica, and everybody would 
Sing. Building bees and qulting partes tso had 
inele place. Refreshments were usually cote, 
Sandwiches and cake of cookles, Belleve I oF 
fot, everyone could have @ good fime without 
Dovze! 

“in 1909 dad went east o look for land that was 
casier to clear and bresk, He located 2 quarter 
Section, about tive miles southwest of 
Hianeyvlte, a small store and pst ottice some 20 
files east of Cantor, In 910 Mecins moved out 0 
the new place that was all prairie with no tees, 
butfots of stones, They drove outwith horses and 
Wagons, taking lumber for'a shack and few 
hovessary”blts of equipment. Benches tables 
nd bunk beds were al homemade, and praiie 
hay was used to sleep on, Later the railroad 
ame through and Coronation became our to¥n 
With another quarter purchased, the farm grew 
toa half section, ralsing wheat, oats, and some 
Max. Dad also raised eatte, and horses for work 
tnd pleasure, He hada team of good dniving 
horses at all mes. A very special pair were 
Prince and Frank — both ack, 

Tn 1814 Lucerne schoo! opened. There my 
brother Harry andl atended sohool unt he fal 
of 1919, By 1913 our house was enlarged and the 
Teacher boarded with us. Her name was May 
Hood. She carve fram Eamoaton, We drove a 
horse and buggy fo school. The country school 
was the place for all gatherings, suchas chureh, 
feoncerts, dances and socials. 

Tn the fall of 1819 we moved to Medford, 
Oregon, a beautiful valley in the southern part ot 
tte state, where much fruit was grown. ‘Those 
Were pleasant years. One Joyous event that took 
place in Medford was the arvval of sister May in 
pn, 1920. Dad worked in an orenard, as did 
‘Harry and'T during our school vacations tn the 
Summer, the Vacation there being three months 
in lent, 

{In 1823 we returned to Coronation for ‘wo 
years, 1p 1924 the crops Were very poor, very 
Weeds, hard to bind. Inthe fall of 1824 we 
Yeiumed 0 our original homestead, ‘Then the 
Dost office was Hespero, located in the general 
Fore: It aso had the telephone exchange. When 
{he Hespero store burned the postal service was 
‘moved fo Bekville, Now Hespero is only ghost 
town, 

"Th 1924 mom and dad bought a radio — that 
vas" really something! The only stations. we 
(ould get ere CFCN Calgary and CICA Bamon 
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{on n Alberta, but we could get several stations 
{nthe Untted States. n 1925 daa bought ats frst 
ar, a Chevrolet coach, That made tetser to go 
west of Rocky Mountain House to. pick 
Blueberries 

‘Mom and dad are gone now, and we stil miss 
them very much. Dad passed away in 1858 and 
‘mom In i868. "They are doth buried in the Dia 
‘mond Valley cemetery 

‘So this brings to an end my tle contribution 
God bless the pioneers — they were a brave and 
‘wonderful people. 





MURPHY, HUGH — by Barbara Neilsen 

‘Ms. Murphy Was orn in Kent County, On 
tario; in T810 and went to Vancouver tn 1810, 
‘Where he met Margaret Gavin, who was born it 
[Aberdeen Shire, Scotland in 1885. They married 
{in 195, and lett for Regina, Saskaichewan. Later 
they moved fo a farm at Hespero, now owned bY 
Sima Gowans 

rand Mes. Murphy moved into the Evarts 
district in the spring of 1919. Moving in those 
‘days was gull diferent from modem methods 
‘There was litle packing done. Everything Was 
loaded into the hayrack elter skelter and sorted 
but atthe new home, The eattle and extra horses 
Were herded along behind the wagon, usually 
fended by the older children. In those days the 

‘correction ine” was avery rough road with ts 
‘of corduroy, so all the household oods got well, 
Shaken up en route. 

Five of the 10 children were born in the 
Evarts district, They were Merritt, Jerry, 
James, Mae and Kelth. It was While there that 
Mr Murphy took over the auctioneering 
business of George Welsh, who was leaving the 
Alsrlt.Tbelleve Sir. Murphy's frst sale was on 
{he farm of Mr. and Mrs: Black ee they were 
Ieaving to live ta Calgary. This was the begin 
ing of a very suecesstud auetioneering career 
{ha lasted over 20 years in the area from Rocky 
Mountain House to Red Deer 

The year 124 Wasa trage year for the fam 
ly, a5 two. chldven, Merrit and Mae passed 
{ay in the same week in Ociober. That same 
Sear. saw record lows of temperatures; on 
December 17 the temperature fell to 68 degrees 
Fe below at Evarts. The temperature dia not 
alse above § degrees below F- Tor thrce weeks. 
Te school was cased because of cold weather 

Mr. and Mrs, Murphy and thelr family moved 
to the Shady Lane dstrict In 195, buying the SW 
15.044 W3 from Mr. George Le 

‘nile ilving here, Wo ladies came to the 
School to hold ehuren Services. They eame to Our 
Home and invited us: daa promised to go, but T 
don't think he Intended to go but each night he 
Went. On hearing the gospel, he was converted 
‘Tals mean't giving up the old fe withthe drink 
ing, smoking and ether things that didnt go with 
(Christian ilving. Tals meant 2 much happler ded 
fnd'a much happler home life 
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The older children took most af thelr schoo 
Ing at the Shady Lane sehool Scot and aid the 
Janitor work for awhile. Elsie and Robert were 
born here 

Th 86) Mr. Murphy sold out and bought 2 
farm in the Diamond Valley district. Using his 
carpentry sills whlch he acquired when he was 
employed at Vancouver asa carpenter, he bull 
hhogee and a barn, in 194 the farm wad sol, Mr, 
Murphy aways had the desce fo go back fo On- 
tario to vist hs relatives, While there he Bought 
farm at Thamesville and fried his hand at & 
Afferent kind of farming, tat of growing corn 
fand beans. Mis. Murphy’ and three youngest of 
the tamily joined hima there. After to Years of 
farming In Ontario they” moved back to Van. 
‘ouver, where they had a happy retirement. Mr 
‘Murphy’ passed away in 1680 at the age of £9 
‘Years. Mrs. Murphy stl lives in Vancouver. She 
Ia0 years ota 

Sack went tothe west coast, where he worked. 
tp the fishing business, later working in the 
Powell River pulp and paper mill. He married 
Allee Jonson, they have four children: Peter, 
Rosemary, Fraser and Patrica, They stl live 
Powell River, Briish Columbia, 

Scott mariied Christina Munro, and to tis 
marriage four sons were born; Lawrence and 
Allen, two sons passed away In infancy and are 
Inia Yo rest in the Diamond Valley Cemetery 

| ‘They farm in the Diamond Valley district. 

Barbara married Myron Nielsen. They had 
soven children; Virgina, Wayne, Mervyn and 
Raymond, wins and a baby grt passed away in 
Infancy and were ald to rest in the Benalto 
Cemetery. They live at Benalto 

“Terry Joined the armed forees in World War 
11, leaving In 3941 and corang back In 1846. He 
married Helen Hiller and to ths marriage were 
born four ehllaren: Judy, Conrad, Jim and 
Loree. They lve in Edmonton 

‘James also served In the armed forces in 
World War I. Ta 194i, while stil In England, he 











met and married Joan Wonham and they have 
five enlidren: ‘Bonnie, Terry, Patricia, Fraser 
‘and David. They live in Surrey. B.C. 

‘Keith and his wife Dorothy have four 
cellaren; Jo-Ann, John, Seott snd Cathy. Kelth 
passed away’ in July of 1976. Dorothy passed 
[Ewa in September, 1077, They lived in Burnaby, 
Be. 

se married Albert Harris and to this 
marriage was born three boys: Murray, Ronald 
find Danny. Alber passed aveay 1961 and about 
{wo years ago Elle married Peter Johanson, 
‘They live in Vancouver, BL, 

‘Hobert and his wile Helen have four ebldren: 
Robert, Mike, Dale and Susan. ‘They live In 
Surrey, BC 








SCOTT B. MURPHY FAMILY (Sw 3873.5) 

‘in the spring of 1840 Seoit Murphy ft his 
homestead inthe Bingley dstriet to farm the SW 
S873 W3 in the Diamond Valley distri. AS 
‘only 7 acres of the quarter were under euliva 
tion, learing’ and breaking of the heavy’ bush 
Was undertaken 

“There were so buildings, so in the winter of 
tal spruce logs, were cut from his’ father’s 
{quarter and hauled fo Toay Cesonls'ssawmlll 0 
‘be made inte lumber for & house 

Atthe Diamond Valley church on April 8 
1922 Seott Murphy was united in marriage {6 
Cristina Munro ofthe Evartsalstelet Cristina 
‘was teacher of the Diamond Valley school 

“Throughout hls years in the valley Seett has 
been interested in mised farming. ‘Their wo 
Sons, Laurence and Allen, have tie same In 
{rests as their father, for they both farm, 

















NAGEL, HENRY AND EMMA 

‘Henry and Emma Nagel bought Bil and Ger 
tie McCann's farm in i953. ‘They have Wo 
etldren Don and Louse. Loulse married Jack 
(Conese trom Sundre. They have three children, 
Ricky, Adrlan and Marlanne. They are now lv 
tng af Fort McMurray, Alberta, where Jack Is 
Brnelpal and Louise Teaches Grade 4 

Don mazried Mavis Bowhsy’ trom Bingley. 
‘They have three girs Cathy, Lorie and Karen, 
‘They are ving at rocky Mountain House where 
Don works for Texaco, 








{THE GUS NELSON FAMILY — by Mrs, Fred 
Nelson 

Gustot Nelson was born in Sweden on 
February 25, 181, Along with hs brother Axel, 
he came to Canada in 182. In 1889 he arrived in 
Ihe Teed Deer area and took up a homestead in 
the Burnt Lake strict. Here ne met and 
Married Margaret Bergstrom in about 1902 or 
{HN5,wo had come with er family from Sweden 
in ea, 

The Nelsons lived in the Eurnt Lake district 
nly unit they had proved on their homestead, 
then moved to Golden, British Columbia. The 
next few yeare saw the family making: msny 
moves ~ from Golden back to the Burnt Lake 
Homestead, to Oregon, US.A., back to Burnt 
Lake, and finally selling tie homestead and 
moving to the John Bergstrom farm in Evaris, 
three miles fram the Diamond Valley Schoo, 
During the time they lve here Mr. Neison bull 
a house on the farm he had purchased in the 
Gacte district. They moved to thelr new home in 
Gaete in 1915 

"The faa lived on this farm for a few years 
then Mrz Nelson sold It fo the Woodlords and 
bought another frm in the north-west corner of 
fhe Diamond Valley district, where Mr. Nelson 
Dult another nome for his family in 818 Th was a 
mile and a half from the school, where the 
‘ldren received thelr education, 

‘In 1806 stil another move took them to 
Courtney, British Columbla, on. Vancouver 
Island, where Gus worked for @ construction 








company, until 1982, and then It was back othe 
‘Diamond Valley farm for them. While they were 
living in Courtney, thelr home in Diamond 
Valley had burned” It was necessary for Mr 
‘Nelson to bulla another home onthe farm, whch 
{ssl standing 

‘ir. Nelson in the early years in Diamond 
valley area Was a Toad foreman, and also did a 
Tot of building within the district, He had a 
blacksmith shop, and also employed hs skal 
bullding caskets during the influenza epidemic ot 
158 

Mrs, Nelson passed away in 1840, Then thelr 
son George took over the farm fora few years, 
‘Mr. Nelson went olive with his eldest daughter, 
‘Anna, in Royalties, near Turner Valley for seven 
years before passing away. Both Mr and Mrs 
Nelson are buried in the Diamond Valley ceme 

‘There were nine children born to Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Nelson, The eidren now reside in Alberta 
And issn Columbia 

















‘Anna marzied Ed Marple and they reside n 
Creston, British Columba. Their tree children 
are Harold, Audrey and Doreen, 

‘Gregor married the late Bessle Bromling of 
Bekville. They had fve children — Margarit, 
Nona, Jack, Doroas ana David 

(Gerda married the late Fred Hodgkins and 
now resiger in Black Diamond, 

‘da married George Taylor of Cochrane, 
where they now reside, Their children are Joyee 
na Lyle 

Signle married the ate Dr. Greenaway, Sheis 
nov living in Olds, Her daughter Is Saale, 

George married Mary ‘Talson’of Bekville, 
‘rey have seven children Sonja, Steve, Stuart, 
Sharon, Susan, Shelley aad Sand. They ive Ih 
Campbell fiver, British Columbia 

‘Dagney married the late Matt Talson of 
Eckuilie-and they had one daughter, Lynda, 
Dagney now lives‘at Harrison Hot Springs 

‘Gus and Frances Busslinger of Bek were 
married and had three ehlldren, Gale, Joan and 
Randy. They now reside in Brooks, Alberta, 

‘Prod married Elsie Sutherland of Rocky 




















‘Mountain House. "They have wo children, Wanda 
land Wayne, and now live at Bowden 

‘Gus and Fred bolt served overseas during 
World War tl Bed jolned the army in 84 a he 
age of 18 During his four Years In the army he 
Served in England, North Africa, Silly, Tal 
France and Germany. He was wiih the Cal 
Tank Regiment. Gus also was withthe Calgary 
‘Tank Regiment. He was captured at Dieppe by 
{he Germans but escaped from the prises camp 
In Germany- Upon als return to Britain he was 
warded the Miltary Meda. 








NELSON, NELS JOHN — written by his 
aughter, Esther Mottus 

‘Horn: in Varmland, Sweden, February 8,1876 
lo Me- and Mrs. Nels Nelston, twins — Britta 
‘Marla and Nets John, 

“The tins lived In thelt farm tome and grew 
tomaturity mere. Then they both got the urge to 
fo (o "Amerika", the nae commonly used {9 
fesignate any country’ on the North American 
ontinent. Nels Joh wen! to U.S.A. tn 103, Bot 
{a'Marla married Nels Fredrick Erickson and 
‘moved to Canada a few years later 

‘Nels Sohn, my father, worked at his chosen 
trade, carpentry, and became very proilelent 
‘There wat always plenty of work for a Rood 
carpenter in a growing country, and he helped 
bulla’ many’ houses and commercial buildings, 
‘mostly in Two Harbors, and Duluth, Minnesota 

‘Falher aldn't stay 100 long in the US.A. He 
was nostalge for his old home, so he returned fo 
Sweden, intending to emain there. However, the 
fall of fe west was in ls blood, ad again he 
frossed'the Atlantic, this time coming to 
Canada. Again he took up carpentry and helped 
bulld dozens of houses inthe Crow's Nest Pass 
area, and In Edmonton. There was no bridge 
cross the Saskatenewan iver there and he 
Used fo eross the river by boat 

ike hundveds of young men ofthe day, tather 
got ihe urge fo own some land of his own, As he 
4idn’thave much money, he eoulan’t buy proper. 
iy, sole decided tofie on a homestead in Central 
Alberta. Most homesteads near Red Deer were 
Already taken, so he proceeded to go about forty 
Inlles fo the west He chose a quarter, SE 19 374 
Ws, In the New Hill area in 1007 

‘A eliler could get a homestead for a small 
fee, buta requirement was that he make cert 
Improvements within a specitied time. There 
Were so many necessities to buy and so much 
Work 10 do to establish a home and a farm out of 
Wilderness atea! He spent his summers working 
Sn his homestead, then when fall came, he went 
‘back to building houses to earn more money, 
which he then applied to his homestead the 
following summer. 

‘Father bult himself a two-roomed house and 
«aaa for ls horses on hls land. Then he dag 8 
‘well by hand, lied It with Wooden eripbing, and 
pula windlass with a Tope and Bucket over the 
‘well te Yaclitate iting water tothe surface, The 

















tush land nad to be cleared. Ths was done wth 
2ieland grub toe, and horsepower wa used 10 
pall aut stamp. it was a buck-breaking task, 
Bute most poneers; ewes ot ara ot hard 
trorks iby it ne ested good farming land 
Dat ofthe vrei bush Hs st rop, sats, eas 
Seeded ‘and broadcasting. When the grain 
‘Patued, he ct Ith a sythe 

‘Om the quarter direct asuthof Father's tnd 
ved 2°Swedlgn famlly, Emfl and. Linde 
Dateaten, ad tts two children, Ernest end 
flog Ty haa come fo Nev Hilla year eal, 
ints, and were farty well stable. Father 
‘pent many 2 pleasant evening in hes company 
Basing cords. or enjoying the music They 
Blevldea for themselves with viola and guitar. 
Efe haa very good singing votce and could 
Dia the viola que well twas me for him 0 
Feta gond home-cooked meal ence n'a whe, 
{ha good fre mil and eggs tom tem Yo eke 
‘at ls modest de 

‘nisl tragedy struck the Ostergzen fry 
mil ded of phoumona, leaving Mesoung fam 
Salone bd sil strange land. Father helped 
them wit heavier work but Iwas dificult or 
{hem to manage alone in spite of neighbors hep. 
However romance came slong. and. father 
raved ine widow Ostergen in itl Since fhe 
Deterten home was all st up fr famly vig, 
‘muchetier tan hie bachelo “shack Father 
moved into the Ostergren nome Wit his newly 
Teguited family. ‘Henceforth, he 00 Tonger 
Motked out inwinter ne Nelasone deeded or 
Sevier or worse to make felting sol at 
the ang. tn Zod along came — another moath 
toed 

other had one ofthe vest gardens In the 
countrys an rales enough Yegeables oat all 
‘Sater tld berries were abundant and these 
‘Ree picked and canned For meat tater would 
Matcher a beet or a pig in winter when we could 
Keep ze: Insurer mest wae protien, 
becuse we couldnt keep i from spoiling, so we 
Spend my on es an te otra 
Aid rouse For a special teat we woul have 
Some chicwens 

Mother was & good seamstress, and she 
sewed ale clothes for her fay, even coat. 
Well washed four sacks were used extensively 
Tor clothes fomels, sheets and plow cases. She 
fit socks mitts, aad sweatere forall of, She 
fsa made her om ive soap! 

Cows were the ackoone of the setters’ 
econ, providing mest, milk ind butter fora 
owing ‘anny. Mother ‘used fo make butter 
Stich they exchanged. at the store for 
eceseilen Tey also kept ehlekens, geese, and 
foes 

We kept our milk and cream In large syrup 
pails'whleh we hung no the well sur ony 
fooler" Iwas a hazard, geting Water trom 
the'well wit'a bucket. Mose milk'and eam 
Pou danaing nea he water were always in he 
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‘The roads In those days were really 
something! The setters eut (alls through the 
brush, following paths of least resistance, around 
Slough and along hill tos, In wet terrain, cor 
‘turovs were made by cutting poplar poles and 
fying them crosswise over the swampy spots, 
"These corduroys made travel rough, when Sour 
Only. vehicle was a lumber wagon with 0 
Springs: Drainage was poor, and these makeshift 
Toads were often almost impossible to travel 
bver. Father told of shopplag trips to Marker. 
Wille of Evarts, He tied the wagon box securely 
‘down on the wagon so Ie wouldn't float away 
‘when he had to cross bridgeriess streams, Ashe 
lunged the horses into deep water Ne put hs flour 
tnd his sugar on the Wagon seat beside him so 
they would not get wel 

“faxes were fnevitable even in ploneer days. 
Money was scarce, so setlers were given the ap 
portunity of working of” apart of the faxes Dy 
Boing road work. Neighbors would. work 
together, laying eorduroys and. covering them 
vith dirt hauled there with horses and slips. Tt 
‘was slow and tedlous, 

"in 112 the New Hl school was built. Mtr. 
jell was the first teacher. Pinding a boarding 
Place for the teacher was a problem, but 
Rather's homestead house sas empty, sO that 
was rented out-as.a teacherage. ‘There. were 
‘any teachers who lived in that teacherage, One 
of them was Mise Eva Macintyre who iater 
‘married the New Bll postmaster, Bil Stringer. 

“The day father bought a new democrat was a 
ay of rejolcing, How admired the shiny leather 
Seats! Ti was such an Improvement over the 
heavy lUmber wagon, and It had springs to ab- 
orb many ard bumps as we dreve over our 
primitive roads. 

Mother and Father ttked cattle, and they 
gradually aequired fine herd of Aberdeen 
KKngus, There was no fenced land for pasture so 
the catleroamed on open range. We lost many 8 
Young calf to marauding wid animals. and 
Some larger eatle got bogged down In muskeg, 
Takes, where they drowned 

‘In 1019 miy parents bought the Charlie Miller 
place NW 20:303:05 in the Diamond Valley dis: 
Tiel, Ths was a good quarter, almost complete 
ly cleared of bush, In 1877 my parents. and T 
‘moved to our new location, leaving my 27-year 
tld brother Eenest to farm the old place. Father 
Bull's fine new frame house and the Fequlred 
‘outbuildings and’ Mother. and 1 painted them, 
Father's twin sister and her husband, Mr. and 
Mis. Fred Erickson, were now our nelghbors, 
Iiving only one and one half miles north of us, 

‘My parents were both Interested in having 
nest eofnmunity hall n our area, soa meeting ot 
Relghbors was called, at our Rouse, and plans 
Were, made for Dullding Central Community 
Holl. This all was located onthe Erfeksoa farm 
land vas bull by volunteer labor. 

‘Father Was @ member of the U.F.A. local, T 
went away’ {0 continue my’ education in 1908 








Meanwhile my parents carried on with their 
arming, and thelpea them during holidays en. 

Tn 1831 I married Waldemar (Wally) Mott, 
1 welding shop operator in Eekvilie. Because of 
‘my parent’ falling health, It seemed expedient 


That we take over the farm work. Mother and 
Father bought’ a house in Sylvan Lake and 
Tetited there, ‘Their retirement together was 
Sestined to be short. Mother dled in 1838 ana was 
Duried in the Diamond Valley cemetery. Father 
‘moved ack tothe farm with us, While we ved, 
fn the farm Wally and Thad two children, Luelle 
4and' Leonard, who brought much pleasure to 
thelr grandtainer 

In 1944 we ali moved to Rocky Mountain 
House where Wally opened a machine and 
Welding shop. The farm was rented out. Father's 
health continued to fall and In 845 he died, and 
Was lald to rest beside’ Mother In the Diamond 
Valley cemetery 





{UE BANS OLSEN FAMILY — by Margaret 
Hans Was 17 years old when he came to Alber 
ta from Norway with his father and mether, 
Daniel and kcaren Olsen in 1903. They settied on 
2 homestead, NE, 203825, This area Was 
Tater called the Bluebell School district: Evarts 
‘was thelr nearest post office and store. Danlel 
Inet with an accident and died in 105. He was the 
fist person to be burted in the Diamond Valley 
Cemetery. Karen Olsen passed away’ in 190. 
‘Alter his parents" death Hans took over the 
farm, but lett shorly afterward to run abutcher 
shop in Bavit. His stepbrother, Kristian Holm 
Son, anda cousin, Chris Boller, were left 0 look 
After the farm inhis absence. He came back to 
‘he farm in 1911 and married Thilda Halgrimeen, 
"Thllda had come vith het mother and step- 
father, Mr. and Mrs) H. Ke Bolten, to Evarts 
from South’ Dakota, U.S.A. 1.1802 when she was 
fen Years of age. She had started school in South 
Dakota, and continued her education atthe 
Bluebell school as soon. as It sas bullt. after 
finishing sehool she Worked at Evarts until she 
sot married 
Hans and Thila algo had a quarter ot land at 
Ccorenation, but they didn't live out there very 
Tong before they sold It and came back to sete 
fn ine home place to make thelr permanent 
home, They did lot of cutting brustfand clear 
Ing land. Hans and hls cousin Chris bought the 
{quarter fo te south ofthe home place, SE. 20-3 
$M, called the Benson place, and farmed It 
together for a few years. Then our dad bought 
Chris out as he had got a quarter of land of his 
“Tnele femily consisted of four boys, Harry, 
Walter, Donald and'a baby boy whe died at birth, 
and two daughters, Margaret and Mildred. We 
lllattended the Bluebell School; at on time four 
Gf us rode on one horse to get to school. With & 
Toad like that you would think the poor horse 
‘Would be bogged down, but, no, it didnt stop her 














from wanting to race when the other kids on 
horseback were with us. Harry was up front and 
1'evas on the tail end, with Walter and Donald 
tying inthe mile, When she gota breakaway 
Harry couldn't hold her so we nad some fast and 
furlous rides unl our dad put another bitin her 
bridle, However, we never fell of the Rorse 

‘can remember that when we were kids we 
used fo help pile Brush ‘and pick roots in the 
summertime, along with our parents, so we 
Snow a ite of he pioneer days and of he work 
IM nvolved. The bays used to help withthe stool 
Ing but the mast tedlous jo ofall was haying. Tt 
seemed fo take all summer Deeause it was slow 
‘and tiresome work In ll that hea. 

‘We always had quite few horses. Our dad 
used fo break them In during the wintertime. He 
‘Would hltch up a bronco with an older Work horse 
{o's bobslelgh and box, jump In and away they 
‘ould go, He would let them run until he horses 
tired and calmed down. By the ime spring eame 
he had an extra horse or two fo use for spring 
Work. When the bronco was quleted down pret 
ood ne would let us Kids go along, and Wwe 
‘host this was great fun 

"There weren't any household conveniences 
away back then. The first one  remernber Was @ 
Washing machine with a round weoden tub. Tt 
had'a big wheel that a handle at into and you 
Dalled{ back and forth. That made the agitator 
Work. Tals wheel was fastened inside the id. We 
Took ‘our ‘turns. at Keeping It golng unt the 
‘washing was done — but it beaf serubbing the 
‘Clothes on a washboard, No Wonder washaay was 
‘elled "Bive Monday 

‘Our mother passed away in 1892 atthe age of 
40 years and gue dad passed away In June, 182, 
at the age of $6 years, They were both buried in 
the Diamond Valley Cemetery 

“Gradually the family grew up and lft ome. 
Harry was married to Audrey Cunningham Ii 
1p and moved to S.W. 2738.65, about one 
mle east ofthe hore place, formerly owned by 
J.T. Marshall of Bekville. They have to dau 
lers; Johanna and Faye. Johanna Is married to 
BIL! Budvarson of the Cralg district, They have 
{Wo sons, Jim and Perry, and live in Fekvile 
Faye marvled Melvin Molander of Eekville and 
they’ nave two children, Cheryl and Corey. They 
live in Didsbury 

‘Margaret married Claude Cunningham in 
‘asp and they tive to and one-half miles south of 
Eckvile. ‘They have three children — Liova 
Dale and Judy: Lloyd married Linda Lutz of Olas 
and they have two children, Dawn and Neal 
‘They live In Fekile, Date marries Mary Watts 
Storms, They lve on the Se- Cunningham farm 
South of Rekville and have one son, Rona 1u¢y 
{S singe, and works In Calgary 

‘Walter married Laura Langer of Bekvle tn 
‘84 and they live on the home place. Their 1Wo 
children are Barbara and Barry, Barbara works 
in Calgary, and is single. Barry married Dixie 
“low af Cochrane and They have two sons, Kerry 

















and Robbie, 
Scotian. 

‘Donald was in the army from June 1941 unit 
December 1915, He returned from the Service 
and farmed hls quarter of land which fons the 
home. place, SE. 208305. He and Walter 
farmed togetner for a few years, then Re took 
tmployment in Calgary and now resides there 
Hes stl singe 

Mildred married Russel Fraser of Ontario in 
1961 and they have one daughter, Debbie. They 
live in Calgary 

‘ost of ou etdzen attended Bluebell Sehoct 
unit 905, when It beeame centralized and the 
‘hldzen were bussed into Eek, 


Barry is presently living in 





THE EGNES PALKOT FAMILY — by Dora 
Canite 

‘Egues Palkot was born in Lithuanla on July 
4, 16. He came fo Pennsylvania, USA. and 
Worked in a butchering establishment for two 
years, In 1811 he came tg Calgary, Alberta and 
Worked as-a brick layer's helper. He Tett there 
then work became scarce and went fo Work on & 
farm af Clareshoin. in isi he rode a felght 
‘ala to Innstall and then proceeded west on foot 
fo the Stauffer dlstrict where his sister, Ds. 
Brodick, was lving. He was equipped with & 
Swede saw, axe and pack sack. He often spoke of 
the time he stopped at Airs. Linneberg's hen 
house and took few eggs to suck and Mrs. 
Limmeberyg came out to gather exes and found 
him there, 

TEgnes omesteaded on SW 17-3740. He 
‘ult small log shack and began clearing land. 
He returned to Claresholm for several years fn 
the fall fo work, and in the winters worked inthe 
imines at Nordégg, returning to the homestead 
tach spring to continue clearing land, In 1915 he 
borrowed 4 horse, am axe anda plow and broke 
tree aeres. The hext Year he bought a team of 
horses He broadcast his erop and that fall he ea 
the crop with a seythe, dried it, then threshed it 
With a fal and stared tin bags, Hs det onthe 
Homestead consisted malaly of berries, rab 
nd wid binds et hadn't been for these, many 
homesteaders would have starved or given uD 
4nd moved awayOn one occasion srhen Eanes 
fame home from the miges, he Tound that his 
ome had been occupied by some other setters 
‘eho had come foo late to bulld a house before 
Winter set in- They then moved on to locate on 
land of thelr own 

"Bach year more land was cleared and broken, 
and In ISIS gnes recelved the fle t0 Ais 
homestead. Egnes cut tamarack posts” and 
hauled ther (o Alhambra fo earn extra money 
This, along with his other income, made ft poss. 
ie orto purchase Years of Beata 
matched grey norses, a fancy driving harness 
{or them, a Diack cuter for winter and a fancy 
black buggy. With sueh oustanding travel equ. 
‘ent he started courting and soon wor the Rand 
Of Antonia Speroskl 











Antonia had come from Lithuania in 128 and 
made her home with her brother, Frank 
Sperosk, who lived inthe Gilby District. Antonia 
fells story about one time while ou driving, 
they had stopped the team. When Eigues went 6 
embrace er, he knocked her lange hat of, which 
frightened the horses and they Rad a run-a 

‘Antonia and Begnes were married In 192, 

By this tlme the threshing was done by John 
Dietz, who had a hand fea thresher driven by 
lshotse power pump engine. This was quite 
job, as ine stacked bundles nad to be cut and fed 
Inte the machine and, as there was no blower on 
the machine, men had to fork the straw away 
Into piles, in Imi5 the Ebls bought a Case 
Uhresher snd tractor. This was a real machine, 
and eu the strings, as well as having a blower 
‘nd grain ager, 

‘On Septeraber 35,195 thet first and only son, 
-Baiward, was born. On this same day their entire 
trop was completely halled out. BY this time 
there was approximately 80 scres in crop. Luck 
Jy, Bgnes had put hal ingurance on the crop, an 
this was the last day that the insurance was 
valid: Iwas the one and only time he had ever 
Carried insurance and he sas halled out ly 
fc after that, In 3986, 

“Tnelr fist daughter, Frances, was born Oc 
er 2, 1027. During that year they also 
Purchased a used Chevrolet touring ear, which 
fame with snap-on curtains, In 198) he traded 
this car fora new Plymouth, 

Ti 1882 Egnes purchased an old 1020 Titan 
steel-thecled tractor, which he used only for 
{rinding, because he was now established inthe 
Dig raising business, gues had an old binder 
‘hich a farmer in Claresholm had dlscarded 
His ine of machinery had now inereased fo ia- 
‘lide a wooden box and wooden Whe! seed dei, 
{3 two-bottom horse plow, 2 bx foot single aie, 8 
forsedrawn mower and a dump hay Fake 

During these years the necessity to get thelr 
crops off made these early homestesders into un 
published Inventors. The fall of 127 was very 
‘Wet. Inorder fo cut his crop Mr. Dobla mounted a 
‘motoreVele engine on his binder to run the slele, 
canvas reel and inotter, The bull wheel drive 
‘as disconnected and set in a two-horse dt slp 
‘he horses were Hitched fo thls and they pulled 
fhe binder through the soggy flelds. MF, Dobla 
took the crop off for fgnes that year. It took 
‘ight Rorses to pull this, while In'an ordinary 
‘year four horses could edslly pull the binder 

‘By this ime the homestead shack was getting 
too small and an additional room was added, 
‘Tals adaition made It possible to have bedroams 
upstairs, Tils was a hecessity because on July 
18188, cwin daughters, Tien and ees, were 

"T1953 the SW 18 37-4. WS was purchased from 
John Junaltls. There were 30 oF aD acres broken 
tn this land and It was fenced with to rows of 
Basted wire. Egnes ran catle on this land, a3 
‘well as on half section of Hudson Bay and 























which he leased. The sloughs, which were dry. 
enough, were mowed and stacked for hay fot 
‘winter feed Indians were hired to cut brush and 
rb and limb the big trees. In winter these trees 
Were cut into firewood. The Indians would con: 
tract the work for tee to four dollars per acre, 
AAttimes there would be as many a8 0 tents at 
the work site. The first part of this land mas 
broken by Ed Clay, with 12 horses on a wooden 
‘beam plow. The other parts were broken by Mer. 
vin Howe, using PeteLecert's 2.98 International 
Tractor with steel wheels and a steel beam plow. 
Invall, 150 acres were cleared. The remaining 
patehés were broken by Sandy Morigesu and 
Frank Dobia in later years 

Daring the hungry thirties, relief men were 
available {0 farmers for winter work. ‘The 
overnment paid the men tive dollars a month 
fand the farzner fve dollars {or his room and 
Board; most" of these men were very” good 
workers. ‘The farmers would usually give the 
‘worker the five dollars whieh naa been intended 
{or payment for beard and room. The men usta 
Iv did the chores and ut wood, 

In 1995 a Massey Harris Pacemaker tractor 
was purchased. It had rubber fires and sas the 
First one thus equipped inthe district. It eaused 
much speculation as tothe desirability of uber 
tires, in regard to punctures and traction, but it 
proved tobe reliable. A six foot tier nd three 
Bottom plow, Id-inch, were aso purchased a this, 
lime. Egnes decided these pleces of equipment 
would be used for preparing the land only, and 
the seeding and binding would be dene with 
horses. Within two years tractor hltehes were 
put on all pleces of equipment. The horses were 
Soon sold, except fortwo teams, which were kept 
Torhauling bundles. Wheat, ats and barley were 
frown by tals time, and surnmertallow was part 
St the crop rotation 

In 38M) Eqward fished his schooling and 
Joined his father In the farming business. They 
Purchased a. Massey Harris 101 with rubber 
fires. Fa used this tractor and’ rubber-tired 
wagon to Raul fattened hogs to market at 
Hespare. 

‘During these years many of the farmers paid 
thelr taxes by helping to bulld roads. Ths proved 
‘alte a Job, as poles had tobe cut and lad side by 
‘iden the muskegs, Tals was called corduroy, 
land on this, dit was hauled and laid over the 
logs, so the fraveller could have a smoother ride, 
Inoiner places ditches were dug and the dist 
piled on the read and levelled oft This was done 
ainly with sips and tresnoes, pulled by horses 
‘The tarmers of the district took turns main 
talning these roads 

‘in 19a ‘number 15 eighttoot pull type 
Massey Harris combine was purchased: In 8 
(quarter of land was bought from Fran Treaka 
‘There was about 0 aeres of cultivated land, and 
the remainder ofthis land was broken by 1848, 
‘The bulldng sie on tis quarter was broken, and 
‘uring this procedure three gallons of powerful 
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moonshine were unearthed. The men on that 
Sear's threshing crew will not forget the party 
they had withthe help of thls moosshine! 

‘in 1949 Egnes and Antonia left the farm and 
bought one anda half acres at Syivan Lake, They 
Dullt-a house and established the Suns 
Paradise Camping Grounds. They remained in 
Sylvan Lake until 1871, when they sold the camp 
grounds “and. purchased 's home in. Innisfail, 
{Eanes passed fvvay in Calgary on September 2, 
S14 Antonia sil resides in thelr home is Th 
nistal 

"Ed married Fema MeNell of Evergreen on 
‘November 28, 1947 In 155 they sold the Stautter 
farm and bought a farm at Innistal. They have 
{wo daughters. Linda Is married to Raymond 
Smith and has two children, Kelly and Carmen, 
‘They live and werk an the home farm. 

Marllyn is married to Bl Howard of Wim- 
bourne 

"Frances ls married {o Jack Curtis end they 
reside In Dela, B.C. They have three ehilren, 
Ronnie, Elaine’ and Cathy. Ronale and’ Elaine 
are both married and Elaine has two enldren, 
Steven and Darren. 

Tleen married. John Glambeck in 1953 and 
they have three children, Bruce, Allan and Bon: 
ale, They Ive In Red Deer. 

lreen’ married Tom Burke. ‘They live in 
Calgary withthe three eildren, Kevin, Sheley 
and Phyl 











PHELPS, WILLIAM MAXWELL. 

Till was born in Dowagiae, Michigan, US.A., 
April 13, 180. He came to Alberta in 92" to nis 
hair brotner (Fred Dalton) and family at 
Dalmead, iberta, He worked on diferent farms 
as red help. In i890, he came to the Diamond 
Valley district fo a frena that nad See. 29.7.3- 
WS tented. Bill helped him farm as he was 
Sehool teacher. Bill and 1, Evelyn: Martinson, 
‘were married October 1, 1992. ‘The schoo! 
{eaeher, Wendel! Philips, tad ltt Bl the land 
by thls ume whieh Bill rented. We were there 
ad farmed until the spring of 180), Then we 
ented SE 307-33 owned by A. J. Hoven, We 
farmed with horses. Bl ook horses to break 
from the Armstrong Brothers of Eekville for 
several years, Inthe spring of 188, my mother 
had a sale and let the farm. We rented the tand 
SE ang NW 1136445 from her and moved there 
‘with our family of two, Marie born Mare, 1984 
‘and Lenard born July, 195. We bought this alt 
Section in 138, We tamed with norses untilafter 
80, We had sadale horses and a driving team 
‘nti 1982 when we bought our frst truck. 

My two brothers, Floyd and Melvin Martin: 
son and two sisters Virgiala and Ruth Martinson 
were with us from 183P1852. They took thei 
Schooling at Gaetz school By 182, they married 
land made homes of thelr own, 

“all and Thad lots of help as the years went 
by. Bll loved his farming norses and livestock, 














He i Jot of commanity work in a 
organtzatons. 

in 101, we had a daughter, Muriel and in 1944 
a son Delber. Ia 188, we bought our Tist car 
ater spring seeding and took lr {arly and 
tent ona fwo month trip back to Bill's home 
ate of Michigan, U.S.A. Also through Lowa and 
South Dakota to my folks relatives In 1948, we 
bought the SW and NW quarters of Sec. 1-384 
W5. These quarters were bush land, We cleared 
the NW quarter in a few vears and had It Into 
trop, We always milied 10 to 20 cows by hand 
Sind ada lot of hogs. Im 1960, we but a chicken 
house and brooder andT spent a few years ral 
Ing ehiekens and turkeys. The profits weren't 
large but sve had spending money. The spring of 
198, the power came n which Was a Big help to 
the ais 

The spring of 1959, BIL had a heart attack 
after he had finised seeding the crop that day 
He was in the hospital for six weeks. He 
Fecovered and was able todo ordinary work unt 
the spring of 1961 when he hed another heart at 
{ek and passed adray Son Delbert eas I years 
ta the ime, He and learied on farming with 
hired help. We tireshed unt 1965, then bought a 
combine and. swather. Delbert lives on and 
farms the home place. He married Lila 
Weekosk! and they ‘nave four gitls, CINdY, 
Charlene, Candice and Crystal 

‘Murlel married Maxx Bott and lives and farms 
near Withrow, alberta, ‘They have one son 








three children, Clayton, Constance and Lorna 


Connie was married in June 1877 to John 
Sacleod of Edmonton, Lenard has been an oll 
‘man for over 20 years. He has worked in Alberta 
fd the US.A. AL prosent he is living In Texas 
4nd [s president of Thomson Driling Co. 

Marie married Edwart Bott and lives and 
terms near Withrow, Alberta. ‘They Have four 
‘children, Russell, Gene, Carolyn and Joasne 

Ihave a suite In the Jem Aparimeats In 
Eckville, Aiberta and am manager and 
caretaker there, 





PHILLIPS, WILLARD AND BEATRICE — by 
eatrice Philips 

‘Bekvlle as always been a part of my fe, as 
my family did much of thelr business there. T 
was born at Evarts, Alberta, the daughter of 
David and Ada MeNel. We had a mixed farming 
operation and'milkea fev cows. The ereara was 
{ken to Eekvile usually twice @ week, andthe 
heeded purenases made, One time I remember 
Dad taking some wheat tobe ground inte flour at 
the rll there. Mother had a great deal of ait 
Healty making good bread sith ft, but 1 kao 
nothing was wasted, as she always found a way 
To make use of everything. Ht was the secret of 
‘success in the hard times, and we, as a family 
‘id very well, thanks fo our careful parents. 

In the fall of 1942 f, along, with my sister 
Ethel, and Doreen Siaufer, took up residence 
tne room above the home of my aunt and uncle, 
fhe J-3f, MeDonaid's, Here we ate slept, and 
Sudled, but spent very few weekends there. It 
was avery disturbing sight on the Monday mor 
hing in January when we drove Up front of our 
choo! and, peering through the frosty windows 
ff the truck, sal the smoldering rulns of the 
School with only’ the chimney standing. Sehoot 
Fesumed a week later inthe Hall. We did lose 
Credits in our chemistry course because eld 
fot have a laboratory, Buy thanks fo our mueb: 
loved teacher, Mss. Westergard, school con 
Hinged, We aid have concerts. and bazaars To 
raise money 10 help replace some of the lost 
‘equipment 

February was @ sad month, too, for we lost 
our grandmother, Mrs. Hugh’ MeNell. Marek 
Saw More and more snow aad winds That made 
‘many roads impassible. One Frigay night my 
ster and had fo walk the last halt mile home i 
{he dari, falling over four oot drifs. Spring 
anne, win te vers all looding thelr banks and 
‘asia the los of two lives ~ Mr. Leltaead, at 
Evarts, and BU! MacDonald, the father of out 
00d friend, Kay. Teas a time that wil be Nard 
1 forget. 

‘Ater finishing school in Bekuille 1 went to 
‘work at the Evarts store and thea tothe bank in 
‘Sylvan Lake. Doreen went on tofinish her schoo! 
ing at Red Deer and Dickson, after which she ald 
Some supervisor teaching. She married Ciford 
Hillman and they stil reside on thelr farm at 
Evarts, They have three children. Bthet Went on 
to graduate from the Eekvlle School and later 
[graduated as a nurse from the Reval Alexandra 
Hospital in 1949. She worked in Stetiler before 
her martlage to Frank Morrison ‘Thoraton a 
ts, "Phey- ow live in Calgary and have (0 
children, Ethel stl does parttime nursing a he 
oothils Hospital 

"Im January of 147 Wilard Philips and I were 
married, We went to live in the Evarts distrit 
land worked for Peter Stewart on hs farm for 
five Years. We then purchased a quarter of our 
bn, and moved ito ur new Home inthe spring 
tt 182 Robert Media was the previous owner of 

































































the quarter we bought. In 1960 ve bought the land 
‘We now live on fom Ken Darlington, He had 
Dull up the place after his retura from the war 
Thad originally been owned by D. Snyder 

Wilara was born In the Arbutus distiet near 
Rock) Mountain House, His father, J. Arthur 
came west after graduating trom ‘MacDonald 
‘Agrleultural Colege. He had been born in West 
imeunt, Quebec, aad had lived nthe ety environ 
ment, 39 he kiew litle about farm life In the 
Fugéd west, He took a homestead, and married 
aura Gardiner, who, with her parents, had 
‘moved from North Dakota, USA. They also 
‘were on & homestead, They falsed five boys and 
One gir, Willard being the second sldest. ite 
Atteaded senoel in Arbutus, then went fo work in 
{he bush. His tsi Job on'a threshing crew, fn 
15, was inthis same area. He also worked fn 
the vars area in succeeding years and from 
there he joined the army and went overseas it 
‘anuary, 1043, He took pact in the" Day" inva 
Sion in France, returning home in December of 
198, 

“We have two sons, David and Keith, ho both 
took sil thelr schooling in Eekville- After thelr 
‘Eraduation they went fo work, manly In the of 
Industry, ‘Davia marzied Wendy Primrose of 
Rocky’ Mountain House, They have two 
daughters, Carsle and Angeia, David is present 
\y'empioyed as a driller with Latfland Bros 
Drilling. Kelth' married. Jualth Seoke “and is 
presently employed asa welder atthe Synerude 
plant near Fort Meslurray. 





[RASMUSSEN FAMILIES — by Irs Rasmussen 

Ta the spring Neils Rasmussen, is wite and 
tamlly ‘moved into the Bluebell zea. ‘They 
located on’ the NW.28-583.N5, which they 
Purchased from Pete Pedersen and which is nox 
DSivged by Thressa Rasmussen 

Nells Rasmussen, born September, 1892, in 
Denmark, emigrated to California, USA. 
‘There he inet Jensina (born September 13, 1883 
‘In Denmark) and they were married on October 
44, 18 in Califorala. They soon moved, and 10 
‘up a homestead in Lakin, Kansas, US. 

Neils and Jensina Rasmussen had elght 
cilldren bora ia Kansas. A daughter, Ethel,bern 
‘April 7, 1808, passed away on May 19, 1918 

‘Upon coming to Canada they brought ith 
them setters effects, ambition and a desire 10 
expand in a new couniry. In 1923 they purehased 
NW 328-45, inthe Condor area, Tal and was 
later rented by their sons, They resided on their 
Condor farm unt their ‘passing, Neils in, 
February, 100 and Jensina in February, 1983, 
‘They are buried in the Medicine Valley 
Cemetery, whieh is located on SE 1638 3-5, and 
{is more commonly referred to as the Diamond 
Valley Cemetery, 

Descendents of Neils and Jensina Rasmussen 
were: Clara Anna, born February 8, 188 She 
‘arrled Charles Dickerson Steinbeck, known as 
(Conk. They came with her parents to his country 











land homesteaded the SE: 19-382:WS, which is 
ov owned by Harry Medin, They lived in slog 
ania on this land for about elght years, This 
bin is stl standing. Clara and Cali Steinbeck 
had Seven ehfldren: Herbert Franklin, Edwin, 
red, Willam, Hilda, Joseph and Marie, all born 
In and aroundhis area, Prank, with is wile and 
family trom North Carolina have visited this 
fea four diferent times, Joseph and his wife 
hhave also been here. Cara passed away after 8 
Stden iiess on January 18,1819, She Is bured 
in the Medicine Valley cemetery. Cart moved 
back fo the states with hs family on April 6191, 

“Altred Thomas, the oldest son of Nels and 
Jensina, was bort September 22, 1891 Alfred 
inomesteaded the NE 1838-5, He met Lily 
‘May Ells, local schoolteacher inthis area, nd 
{hey were marsied In 1821. Alfred and May have 
five calldren, Freda, Elsle, James, Lee and 
Nesley, all ving in the Fairview, Alberta area, 
Altred and May moved tothe Clive area in 1927 
where ‘they farmed. In 1955 they" moved (0 
Whitelaw to be near thelr children. Alfred and 
‘May have both passed away. They’ are buried in 
‘the Whitelaw cemetery. 

‘Marinus Henry, nown as Enos, married 
Agnes French, # Gondor girl They lived until 
sis in the area, then moved. to. Yakim 
‘Washington, U.S.A, Enos as accldenty kdled 
In May, 199. Tels tree children were Henry, 
Farl and Dorothy. Agnes now lives in Oregon, 
USA. 

Rudolph Andrevs, known as Rudy, ovas born 
December 2, 1884 He lived at home unth joining 
the Army tn May, 1918. He served nthe Sst Bat 
talon Beamshot, England until the war ended 
In 192} Rudy married Gena Botten. Tey farmed 
the NE-28.38. 345, purchased tnrough the Soldier 
Settlement Board. Rudy and Gena had six 
children: Ruth, Herman, Elmer, Oliver, Enos 
land Helena. Helena passed away six weeks after 
her birt, 

‘Next came a sad time for Rudy and his fami 
Jy, as Gena passed away on February 1), 839 of 
ieumonla.’ The shoek ‘of this news ‘caused 
‘udy’s mother to pass away thenest day.‘There 
was a sad, double funeral and both were buried 
Inthe Medicine Valley Cemetery, Rudy carried 
on with hs tarlly of small children with help 
{fom relatives and neighbors. Ia the spring Irene 
Bardvell (nee Wylle), a widow with three small 
children, Kenneth, Joyee and Alle, came as is, 
‘housekeeper. ‘This proved to be a satistactory 
arrangement, as Rudy and Trene were married 
une 21, 194. Shorty after thelr marriage the 
‘community held a charivart, as was the custom 
in those days. Rudy and Irene managed to get 
‘outside without the crowd seeing them. ‘hey 
Joined in the racket and revelry. After a while, 
‘when no one appeared, several men ited Orrin 
Wyile in the window. No one was there! There 
was a great deal af laughter when Rudy and 
Irene were alscovered in the crowd! 

‘To this marriage Was born Ronal, Daniel, 















































Shirley and Loyal This large family was active 
in functions at’ {te Bluebell School and 
throughout the area, Rudy and Trese were in 
terested in raising thelr family In a Chetan 
‘way. They attended the Diamond Valley Chueh 
regularly 

In the fall of 1947 Rudy sold his land, and earty 
tn 3848 they moved with thelr younger children to 
Abbotsford, B.C, where they stil ive 

‘Orvel Nesley was born May 24,2871 Like his 
brother Rudy, he joined the Army in 918, Orvel 
was inthe Sist Battallon in Bramshot, England, 
‘After ls: discharge he rented land’ from his 
aren, eventually buying the orignal farm, 
Rw 20.3655 Orvel married Tazessa Botten of 
‘August $i, 1832. On the day of thelr wedding 
Emest, Orvel's brother, drove them to Red 
Deer. While Orvel was away hs other brothers 
‘and other ambitious fellows fn the area got into 
fhe house’ and’ prepared. it for the returning 
nowly-married. couple. ‘They moved the new 
Bedroom sulte upstairs and brought the old one 
oven, which they set up with great care, They 
Itled'ihe oven of the cook stove with rubbers and 
boots, ‘To make things mare Interesting they 
placed @ pump engine Inthe middle ot the 
Aiichen floor. Orvel and Thressa must have hed 
ralxed feclings when they returned home! 

‘Orvel farmed in this area until his passing on 
prt 3, 1962 He Is buried in the Red Deer 
cemetery 

Clarence Raymon, the fifth son of Neils and 
Jansina Rasmuseen, tas born April, 2900 ay 
married Annie Bjorason of the Markérvile dis 
{let in May, 192. They lived In tals area before 
moving to Fiatbush in 1994 Ray and Anne have 
Seven enlldren: Bjorn, Richard, Clara, Clifford, 
Jean, Margaret and Ann. Ray passed sway July 
id ts, one week after attending a Rasmussen 
{amlly reunion 

‘Ernest Richard, known to many as Jobany, 
was born Maren 31, 1003. in Lakin, Kansas 
Emest farmed the Condor Land for his parents 
for many years. On April 11, 1984 he married 
Gladys Javes. In 185 they moved to Faweett, 
Alberta, where they operated a cafe ana service 
sation for many years. This service centre had a 
tmotio "at with Ma, gas with Pa” and that is 
what many people used to enjoy, as Gladys was 
tn excelent cook and Ernests service was 
‘equally 3s good, Gladys and Eraest retired to a 
Shall farmtin the Nestow atea. They had three 
ulldren: Gerald, Stanley" and Bonnie. Jean, 
‘Ernest passed eway suddenly in January, 193 

Hilda fda, born July 2, 1805, came with her 
parents to this area. She attended the Bluebell 
ld Prairie Rose schools, While on a trp {0 
Coeur D'Alene, Idaho, lida met and married 
Floyd Mecormiek on December 1, 124. They 
made Spokane their home, where they had two 
fons, Floyd and Wayne, Floyd passed away In 
‘Tenvary, 1960. Hilda then matried Lawrence 
‘Gugler i May, 1985. Lawrence passed away July 
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48, 1972 
Washington, 

“Two grandsons of Nells and Jensing, sons of 
‘Rudolpit Rasmussen, live in this area, Elmer 
Stanley was born March 16, 1977 at his home in 
the Bluebell area. Elmer, with hs brothers Her: 
‘man and Oliver, moved to the Faweett area 
‘Where they took up homesteads, Elmer stayed 
‘with hls Uncle Ray and. Aunt Annie for some 
Hime. ‘On April i, 1950 he married Iris Helen 
Wilson, a ioeal school teacher, They lived on the 
homestead for three years before moving. t0 
Barrhead, Alberta. Here ne started working for 
Farm Flcctrie Services, and worked at Ths Job 
for elit years. In May of 1982 Eimer rented land 
fom iM. Taressa Rasmussen, where he now 

mer and tis have four children, Wayne 
Elmer, born July 7, 1854, atfendea school in 
Eckile and on August 1, 1974 he marred San. 
dra Nielson, Wayne works in Red Deer, but in 
{ends fo make Eckeille his home, 

‘Lois Anne was born December 5, 1957 in 
‘Mayerinorpe, Alberta, She took her schooling ia 
Eckville, graduating from Nigh setol in 1975, 
Since thes she has aequlred an intrest in 
fiterent types of cooking. 

David Terrance, born November 18, 1962 and 
Clark Robert, bora December 7, 1964, both at 
{ena Ekle sehoo! and reside at home, 


ENOS AND IRENE RASMUSSEN — by Irene 
Rasmussen 

Enos Gilbert was born July 22,1990 at ome in 
the Hekville area. He helped his dad onthe farm 
Until fr. Rasmussen sold his land to Walter 
Boottger. Enos then helped hls dad move to Ab- 
botsford B.C, but he returned to stay with Orvel 
and Thressa Rasmussen. He belonged to the 
Benalto Agriculture Society for afew years. He 
showed steep at the Edmonton Stock Falt on 
Several occasions, For 13 years Eos rented land 
from Mrs. Tennant, He tet rene Bozak of the 
Gacte district and they were married in April of 
1857 in Rea Deer 

"Enos and Irene lived in various places, until 
moving to the New Hill distrit, They later 
Bought’ land there. They have five children 
Therese, Brenda, Dorothy, Charles and Gale 
‘Therese graduated from the Spruce View sehooi 
In 197F and is working in Red Deer. The otter 
children ave stl at home, 


Hilda lives alone in Spokane, 








‘THE RAZZOLINI FAMILY 
‘Giovann! Razzolin came to Canada to Van 
gouver irom Montrumo, aly in 1913. From 
Vancouver he maved to'Rockytora, alberta to 
work on a farm. Tn 1922 be came to Bekvilie and 
bought the W 21-38-3105, tram the C-P-R. Tas 
land Was ithe Blue Bell Sehool district. The 
ind Was al bush and fe had to clear It by hand 
and vith horses. 
Tn 1924 he married Marina Zanesco of 
Casteteucco, italy, In Calgary. After thelr 

















































marriage they returned to the farm, and to a 
brand new Rome, something that most people id 
not have. Tas house had been bul bya brather 
Imeaw that Bad lost his wile (MI. Razzolin's 
Sister) and. they” were {0 ralse three of his 
ehildren in exchange for the house. Inthe mean 
{ime the brotherin aw remarried, and the rls: 
Ing of his three ehldren by Glovanni and Marina 
never eam to pase 

"For income many cattle and pigs were ralsed 
Four children were born. to” them: Ameli, 
Marla, Lulgina and Gino. Due to il health Mr 
FRazzolini sod the farm in 1858 at whieh time the 
family moved to Lacombe. MF. Raazolil passed 
faWay’on September 3, 1963. He ts buried at alto 
este Memorial Gardens in Red Deer. Mes. Raz 
Zolini now resides in the Eckevile Manor. 
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Amy was bora in April, 1895, She married Ron 
Davidge of Bason in May, 19%. They have two 
fons and one daughter, Dennis, ‘Terry. and 
Janice. Dennis married Mary ‘Nickel of Van 
‘ouver and they have ane daughter, Michelle 
‘Teney married Linda Pointer of Calgary and 
Mey" have one ‘son, Kyle. Janice married 
Laurence Tiseh of Calgary and they are now ll 
Ing In Winnipeg. 

‘Luigina sas bora on November 10,828. She 
married Clem Croome of Edmonton on January 
Bh, ass. They had two sons, Murray” and Dale 
Clem passed away om AugUst 20, 186. Lutgina 
married Jim. Wright of Diamond Valley” it 
Novernber, 196, and they have one daughter, 
Rina. 

‘Murray married Sally Esary of Vancouver. 
‘ey have one son, Adam, and one daughter, 
Becky. They are ving tn Cogultam, B.C 

aie and Rina are iving in Calgary 


{ME HARRY SAFRON FAMILY — by Violet 
Salon 
Harry Mex Satron worked for Trident Dril- 
‘ng, later purchased by Peter Bawden Drilling 
Harry was employed on the Trident rig, which 
) Grilled the hole where the Gilby Gas Plant is now 
Tocated. While working in this area Harry met 
his wifeo-be, Violet Cordon, They were married 
fon August, 1957 at Our Lady’ ofthe Astumption 
Chureh, Sylvan Lake 


In 1980 Harry decided to go farming, and 
purchased the # 2564-3 and the SE'3) 303.05, 
{om his father inlaw, John Cordon. On August 
2, 963 the orginal barn butned down, so Harry 
applied for a timber Tease from. the Forestry 
Department. He cut tne trees, hauled and sawed 
the fogs, planed the lumber’ and, belng handy 
‘witha harmmer and talented with a saw, he Bult 
‘2new barn in 196, He continued logs and in 
{att began bullding the new house, following 
plans whieh ne and Violet had drawn up. The 
Family bullt the house themselves, with the ex: 
ception of pouring of the basemen, flor and 
feotings, and the bullaing of the Hreplace. 

Tn giz Harry and Violet tried outa neve ver. 
ure —a Holiday Farm. In 1973 they accepled 52 
Young people from the ages of 16 028 years, for 
five weexs, supplying them wlth room, board, 
and farming experiences, 

During the winter af 1906-1977 Harry was 
bred by: the Eekvilie Agricultural Soclety as 
"spear header for the inside construction of the 
new Mulfrpurpose Building in Eekvile. Hs ob 
‘was to order ‘material, solve construction 
problems and fo organize the work for the many 
olunteer workers 

“Harry ls a member of the Benalto Elks Club 
‘he Eekvile Curling Club and the Hespero Hall 
Board He also kept very busy witht Club 
and children’s activities, even to teaching the 
School children fo curl. He never misses a hunt 
Ing’ or fishing trip out west, usually accom 
Danled by his boys, and often bythe whole Lami 
Brinig Harry recelvedative-year Leadership 
Award from the Canadian Couneil of 4 Clube 

‘Violet, having been a horse lover all her life, 
has ‘aken part in many horge shows. and 
fEymithanas over the years In i978 she was pre 
tien of the Eokvile Catnolle Women’s League 
Sind vice-president of the Bekvile Curling Clad, 
{nvadaition to taking -an-active part in. the 
exile Curling Club and te Hespero Com 
munity Club. In 1917 she was presented with = 
‘Ten-Veer Leadership Award fram the Cenadan 
Counell ot i Clabe 

Harry and Violet have three sons and a 
daughter ~ Daniel, Denn, Terry and Brenda, 
Daniel and Dennis both have graduated from 
Eekville High School Terry and Brenda stl at 
tena schoo! in Keke 








'SMITHL, WILLIAM AND JEAN 

"Bl Smith was born at Irvine, Alberta, the se 
‘cond youngest son of Tom and Elzabett Smith, 
Sn came with hs parents to the Kuusamo dis. 
trict in 1024, He tended school at Evarts, 
Kuusamo, Eckville and Red Deer. 

‘After leaving sehool he worked one summer 
for Glen Eisenhauer, near Sylvan Lake, where 
one of his obs was to plough for 3 days with a 
Sietorse (eam, The pay was $25.a month wth 
every second Sunday oft After thls he worked 
for Stewart Brothers Equipment of Red Deer for 








«few months — salary 845 per month — before 
oling back to the farm to stay. 

He farmed with hs brothers inthe Eekvitle 
district untl 1941 when he and his brother To 
frllste In the army. Before going overseas he 
nd Tom bought S 20-38.3.WS trom Luther 
Finlay. Duzing te next four and a half years he 
Served in Eagiand, Italy, Northwest Europe and 
wth the Army of Occupation in Germany before 
turing home in 186, 

In 1846 he married Jean Stanlforth, youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Stanlfortn trom. 
fhe Evarts dsiriet. She was born In Red Deer 
4nd edueated at Evarts end Wed Deer. 

Inthe spring of 1948 they moved to NE 6.28.3 
Ws, which they had bought from Ernie Barlund, 
nd they have lived and farmed there ever since 
‘They started without central heating, eleteiclty, 
plumbing, telephone or gravelled 708, but these 
4ll came as time seni on. They farmed a List 
‘rth a combination of horses and tracior and 
looked and tireshed the crop. tn 1857 they 
ought Tom Cunningham's farm, SW 5-28-23, 
when he qult farming to go to work for an oi 
company. 

“Jean taught Sunday school at Hespero 
presyterian Chureh and was a member of the 
dies “Ald until t was ‘isbanded when the 
fhuren closed. Both Fean and Bil were merabers 
of the Hespero chureh Board. BUl-was on the 
Ecivile Co-op Assoctation board of dlrectors for 
Tr years and’ on the Eexville Co-op Livestock 
Association Board for many years, having the 
fobs of chairman and secretary on cach of those 
boards. Hehas alsohad.atura ae secretary ofthe 
Bokvlie Legion Jean was onthe executive of the 
Erkvile figure skating cub and sang in the 
hureh chet 

Bill and Jean have four daughters. Eizabeth 
Jean (Beth). married Ole Bendlxen and they 
have two daughters and live in Calgary. 

‘Sharon Margaret married Richard Guest of 
Exile, They have three daughters and live In 
Pincher Creek. 

Mary. Louise, married Rod Bardenhagen 
‘They have one daughter and one son and live 
neat Rocky Mountain House 

‘Beverly Ann martied ‘Don, Bardenhagen. 
Tey have one son and lve in Bekvile 














SONNIE, JOHN 

‘John ‘Sonaie emigrated to. Pennsylvania, 
USA in 2880 from Sweden. tn 1884 he seat for 
{he let who was fo be his wife, Matilda Olson. 
They seit In Gallitzen, Penssylvanla, where 
he worked in the coal rales. 

In i8ts they came to Diamond Valley, where 
he homesteaded NE 2373.5, This farm Is now 
‘wned by John Murdock. ‘They had. seven 
children, 

Halll, the oldest, m 
aisfal 

Til married Dazarene Reighley, He worked 


ed Tom Varty of In 





{marge sawmills in British Columbia most of his 
lite. He now resides in Vancouver. 

‘Gus and his wile, Roth, were farmers and 
ovr live in Flanigan 

‘Alma married Harry Ballance of Diamond 
Valley in 19k. They had four children, Gladys, 
‘Macy. Gordon and Haze. Harry passed away in 
195, 

‘Alma married George Elder of Tanistall in 
1953, They moved to Vancouver in 1841, George 
ied in 192; Ama now resides in Brits Clu 

‘han was a member of the police force and 
died wile yet a young shan. 

Helen married Tnory Johnson of the Marker- 
ville aistriet. They reside in Calgary’ 

‘ietor and his wie, Eva, emalned on the 
home fare unt they moved to Calgary a few 
Years before Vie died 

“Othe Sonnie sone Gus has one son, Bud, who 
thas a Son now. He'is the only boy to carry on the 
Sonnie name. 


ALEXANDER MALCOLM STEWART 

“The blood of three branches of the Stewart 
cian, taceable back through the centuries, rused 
{nthe veins of Alexander Malcolm Stewart. He 
was the second man to cross the Medicine River 
tt Bvarts and locate a homestead, In what Was 
Inter to become the Diamond Valley district. 

ie was born at Port Huron, Ontario, August 
24,185, the son of Angus D. and Jane (Stewart) 
Stewart, and he attended sehool there. After 
‘working ona farm in Ontario, he came west from 
Weoming, Ontario o Manitoba in 1599 andin 1901 
ne eame fo the Red Deer district and worked on 
farms In the area. On August 13, 1801, he frst 
crossed the Medicine River by boai, where 
‘Bvaris was subsequently located, to work at & 
Saw mil three miles west of the river. Range 
{ree altnough it was being surveyed that year, 
‘Was hot open for homesteading. However, any 
‘man Is years of age or older, who was a Brltsh 
Subject or ho was wiling to take out aaturalz 
tion papers, could choose a quarter seellon and 
Dulld a smail house on ft, and then have the frst 
‘hance to file on it, as Soon as that could be ac 
tually be done. 

‘Sex Stewart fled on SW 4-38.35 in 1902 and 
his first shack was bull of slabs and poles. This 
‘Was subsequently replaced by a home on a loca 
ton farther fo the south, Roads were non. 
feRien inf avea a ha ne ang unt 5 
‘when a post office was opened af varts, mall 
had fo be brought out from feed Deer. The coun- 
fay ovas wet and most of the Rorses brought In 
‘ied of siramp fever. For several years Alex 
Used & team of oxen to break te land that he 
frduously cleared by hand, Hehadoneox that Re 
Sometimes rode and when, as sometimes 
Happened, he did not take the pasture bell off 
him, (announced his arival at his destination. 

Th 005 his parents and his sister, Catherine, 
came west from Ontario to Join him on the 














homestead. Hls father, Angus D, Stewart, the 
Son of Alex D. Stewart, was. born at East 
Willams, Ontario In 145. He was married May. 
28, 187, fo Jane Stewart, the youngest daughter 
ff Archibald, Stewart, and. they lived In 
Caradoe township for some time prio to moving 
near Wyoming, Ontario, rom whence they later 
Journeyed westward, A'Presbyterien in religion 
{nd a Liberal in plies, Angus Stewart was 
king, generous and honest type of man. He 
Romesteaded on the NW 178.3. W5, which 
Originally had been CP. land, but which had 
been traded back to the federal government and 
‘opened up for homesteading in 1808. He dled on 
January 80, 1910, atthe age of 6T years, Mrs, 
Stewart continued to lve with her son unt the 
early" 18a, when she went to lve With. 
‘daughter, Mis, Duncan Macariney, n Manitoba, 
‘ehere she dled in 1095 Both Mir tid Mrs, Angas 
Stewart are buried in the Diamond Valley 
cemetery. Their daughter, Catherine, married 
Gien Caton, one of Alex Stewart's nearest 
‘elghbors, is 3810 

‘Alex Stewart was married to Pear! Coughlan 
‘in 1248, and ollowing her, death In 1890 he 
married Jessie Caton in 193%, ‘Throughout the 
Years e jook an active part in praclealy every 
hase of the development of the district, Deng & 
fmember of the frst counell when the Bret four 
{ownship. local improvement districts were 
formed, and when the district schoo was bult in 
Slo he was appointed secretary-tressurer of the 
istrict at a selary of 5. per year. fle never: 
fumed to power farming, using horses ‘con 
{Unousty ater the era ofthe ox team had passed, 
For a number of years four black ‘horses 
provided ‘his. favorite. source. of operational 
ower. He also took great pride in hs herd of 
Shorthorn cate. tm 188, at 71 years of age, he 
Fecelved a Save the Soll seroll from the Arta 
Department of Agriculture. ‘The year 1938 
‘marked the Sith suecessive year that he had put 
Up hay’ in the Diamond Valley aitret, 

He had a remarkable memory for names and 
dates anda Keen sense of humar that 1s 
Femembered by all those who leew him. Hs 
{oor was opened to everyone and Re Took part in 
every local activity. Throughout his life he ex 
Joved wonderful health. He had teen having 
ome of hs field work done on a hired basis {oF 
{wo years, but ne continued t keep his cate and 
horses, until 1960, when he suffered a heart at 
tack, ife then sold his eatle and Norses and 
ented the farm. on which, however, he con. 
tinued tollve. As ate as the fall of 1983 helped 
{oshovel grain, He ded January 21964 af the 
age of 6? years and Is buried In the Diamond 
Valley cemetery: Hs widow resides in Valley 
Park Manor in Red Deer 











‘THE CHARLIE VANHORN FAMILY (GAETZ) 
by Dora Cariyle 

Charlie Vannorn care to Gactz district with 
is parents and brother Willam and sisters Evs, 




















































Reta and Winnie. They’ settled on a homestead 
fone mile west and.a quarter mile south of he 
presen location of Gactz school. He began work 
Ing as an elevator agent and worked in many 
Igeatlons. Walle working in Moultor he married 
Charlotte Boles of the Gaetz district, who Was 
‘also one of the fist clase in Gaets schoo. 

Charlotte had come. from. Oregon, US.A. 
with er pareats {n"7s10"and lived on thelt 
homestead one mile west of Gaetz sehool. Dut 
dng thet stay at Monitor thels first eka, Gladys, 
‘Was born in 1918. "They spent three Years. at 
Kootul the C.P-R siding south of Fekvile later 
‘moving to a home one mile west of Gactz school 
Here two more daughters were bora, Jessie of 
December 25, 124 and Laurine on Decernber 21, 
18, 

“Tel home burned and they decided to start 
farming on thls own, buying a quarter section 
from Ressers, a half male father West. Here they 
broke more iand, farming. with horses. ‘They 
Dullta new bara in 1997 and ralsed hogs, cattle, 
ehlckens, and shipped cream for many years. 

"Thelr daughter Gladys passed away In June 
of 1835 and fs buried inthe Gaetz cemetery On 
August 1 194 a son, Howard, was born. All ot 
‘thelr ehilren attended Gaetz school 

Charlie was a seal trustee for Gactz school 
for many years and Was aso a member of the 
Bvergrocs Hall Board. When orchestras were 
brought infor special dances, the members of 
fhe band’ would. board with the Vanhorns 
Charlotte ras an excellent coe and they en: 
Jayed their stay with the Vanhorns. 

Th 1858 they sold their farm and moved to 
Wallehorse, Yukon, buying a house on Ogalvie 
Street, Charlie worked as night watehman for 
United Keno Hi Mines for several years, als in 
the federal bulldings andthe old Eagewater 
Hotel 

‘Charlotle dled in January of 1963 and Charlie 
tn December of 196%, Jessie was married fo Joe 
‘Andre in 1943, Toe was in the si force and when 
he returned at tne end of World War Tl they 
ought the old Moldet place. Here they had two 
Sons, Leonard and David. They sold thelr farm 
nd moved to Whitehorse tn 1958. Here Mey had 
{io daughters, Hope and Fatih. They were later 
‘Svoreed. and’ Jessie and the’ girls moved 10 
Biitish Columble, David moved down a stort 
While later, and ts married and lives In 
Chilliwack: Leonard stil lives in ‘Whitehorse, 
Jessie married John Edgar n 1974 and lives on 
ine King George Highway In Surrey, B.C, 

‘uatrine married Alfred (Bud) ‘MeNell in 
November. They {armed Bud's father’s farm un 
LO g81, then sold out and moved to Whitehorse, 
Yuko: 





VICK, EDGAR AND MARIE, 

‘Robert Edgar Viek was born Sune 3, 1881 in 
ley, Gloucester, Enpland. At the age of seven 
hhemoved with his family to South Wales where 
his father was Head Carpenter for Lord Llangat 














tock on the Hendrie estate. Here Eagar appren 
iced fo the ‘carpentry trade, later belng_ ap. 
Polated house carpenter. He worked sa 
Carpenter for . S. Holls and Company. Cherles 
Rolls was the son of Lord Llangattock. He also 
aida large amount of body work for modera cars 
(the Rolls Royee), During the years. between 
1804 and" 1810 ne Worked at Sea_as ships" 
carpenter. 

Ti April of 1910 he sailed for Canada, working 
fora short period in Manltoba, Homesteads were 
available th Alberta at $10 per quarter section, 
Droviding the homesteader vould clear a certain 
mount of land, False so much stock and stay at 
least six montns of each Year for three Years on 
his claim He could then receive tile to the 
(quarter. He took up a homestead on SW. 93-4 
AW5, ten and one-half males south of the Withrow 
corner. He also worked for four years for 
Calgary Power onthe Seebe Dam as a Zarpenter. 

Tn i915 he went to England and jolned the 
Britis army," serving in France, ‘Iran and 
Arabia as Royal Engineer” In Pebreury 1239 he 
Feturned to his homestead and took up & second 
Homestead on SE. 8-974WS, Morley” Beaver 
(Chiet Walking Bagle) was a ife Toag friend, 
having prospecied for olin the West. This ehlet 
Was the indlan who forecast our winter weather 
pattera so well unl his death 








In January, 1925 Edgar married Marie Louise 
Leceri. She was born October 23, 189 to Tules 
4nd Louise Lecert in Lilie, France. In 1902 the 
family arrived in Canada and lived im Lille, 

ank and Blalrmore, alberta. Just after hey 
arrived the tragle Frank slide 0k place. The 
family were at Lille and could heart plainly. 
‘They went back fo France in 004, but returned ‘0 
Alberta i 1906 and homestead the S.W.24-36-4 
5 in the Raven district, travelling from In 
nistail by ex team, Marie Vick was a seamstress 
Botore her marriage. She was a member of the 














[New Hill Ladies’ Club until she moved in 198 to 
male her home in Syivan Lake, She is amember 





Ot the Catholle Wornes's League and a member 
‘ot the Auxllaries. agar ‘Vick passed. away 
‘Nugust 12,1952, 





agar and Marle had a family of five 
nlldren: Charlotte worked tn Eekvile {oF 
Sestrap and Company, tn he Cafe and at the post 
fice before her marriage in 1850 to Ross Davis 
of Bulte, alberta, ‘Thes” have four children, 
Brian, Wesley, Dealse and Vieke, They lve fs 
ralgary where Ross Is employed by Gilt Ol 

Robert, who married Audrey Wells of Red 
oer in 15, ives on the fay farm. He bullt 
home on the Southwest quarter and now owns all 
of ‘section nine. They” have seven children, 
Michael otene, Pat. Gwen, David, Ken and 

Tiuey worked inthe Imperial Bank of Canada 
1g Eowville prior to er marriage to. Lorne 
Nielsen in 06), They nave mage thelr horne in 
Benallo. ‘helt children are Wendy, ‘Brenda 
{iMrs. Peler Dawley, Prince George) Larry, 
Tetry, Leslie, Lorna, Dianne, Ralph, Glen and 
Jett. 

‘Agnes graduated as a registered nurse. She 
worked in the Eekvllle Hospital and stil works 
{here part ime. She married Jonany Murdoch it 
1855 dnd lives in the Diamond Valley district 
‘They have’ seven. children Leanne, Barbara, 
Doulas, Gordoa, Kevin, Heather and Robble. 

‘Marie served in the Ait Poree fr four years, 
While in France, in 1885, she was married 10 
Robert Burns of foroao. They have a family of 
5x, Citford, (a member of the RCMP), Ber 
hlee, Linda, Arlene, Nerman and Karen. ‘They 
are presently ving in Mynarski Park where Bob 
is with the Canadian Forees in Namao, 


WOOF, WILLIAM 
‘Witlam Woot, was born at Gill Perbank, 
Yorkshire on February’ 24, 1874, one of niNe 











children born fo Richard and Alice (Nelson) 
Woot, Techara’s great grandfather ad come 
from Norway and settled In England. Willam 
Wour's mother, Allee, was Scandinavian, too 

Ta 1800 he came to the United States Yo Towa 
‘but the lave of homestead land in the Canadian 
‘West brought him te Calgary inthe spring af 1901 
He walled to Red Deer and stayed overnight at 
the old immigration nal where ne found away 
40 witha land locator in a party that included 
‘ack and Andy Murdock and. Alex Stewart, of 
‘shor vou will read elsewhere sn this book. They 
were to inspect land across the Medicine River In 
the present Diamond Valley ateet 1 as nat 
Yet surveyed so homesteads couldnt be recorded 
But assurance was given that a house or shack 
Were bull on the and selected it would be their 
homestead as son as the survey was completed, 
Bill Woot selected SW 2283:W3 and walked back 
Into Rea Deer to get a ob to pay for umber for 
his shack. He also worked st breaking lend with 
oxen, first on the George W. Smith farm 
Southwest of town, 

‘Back at the homestead Louls Olson, wh had 
homesteaded on section 10, usually went by teat 
4nd wagon to get their mall atthe Markerville 
post offce andutlize these rips to obtain thelt 
reat supply in the form of prairie chleken, Being 
ferack thot, Bil Woot, was usually’ corm 
{nssioned to do the shooting for the pay 

in 1909 he went to British Columbia and spent 
alotof time working there but had fo get back to 
‘Alberta to claim his homestead, His rst erop of 
45 acres vlelded 25 bushels tothe acre. Lacking 
horses of oxen, he made a deal with Oswald 
Foran to have the use of his am of oxen in con 
Sderation of one day's work for Mr. Porhan for 
every day the oxen were Used. Later he traded 
Gus Danlgren a wagon fora team af oxen and he 
bought two other oxen at a sale east of Evarts 
Breaking end discing with them became his 
‘main source of income, breaking as much a 
three acres a day" His was one of five ox teams 
breaking land on section 3 for Donate Sith — 
Duthe sold his oxen after that 

"Then he got another contract to clear and 
break 40 seres for Sam Stith on land adjoining 
fhe Diamond Valley school. For this he bought 
free huge oxen, © plow and @ wagon tor $25 
from Alex "Thompson “of Lesllevile "Alex 
‘Thompson and George Bailey were Leslieville’ 
‘aries! selers (1900), After completing the com 
tract he broke 12 acres for Sam Braton on section 
‘and the smount of the purease price was fly 
recovered when he tld the oxen 10" cate 

“i912 he was married at Evarts to Mary Eva 
ster who was born at Seberem, Cumberland, 
England In 1987 and came to Lacombe astriet 
19it- In 1913 Bill Woot did more breaking. at 




















Ferrier west of Rocky Mountain House with 
{ree oxen anda Cockshut sulky pow he bought 
{om Ed Manmerfedt. With these he had to cross 
the Saskatchewan river west of Rocky Mountain 
House by ferry. At this Job, he worked three 
three-hour shifts wth an hours rest in between, 
2s the weather was hot and sutty.‘The current 
rate for breaking at that tne was $10 per acre, 

"By ow they hada family of two sons 
Richard born in August, 1813 and Robert Foster 
dora in 1818, They decided to leave the 
homestead and in 1921 hey moved to Kelowna, 
B.C. A daughter Rooney Ale was born to them 
In September, 192. 

Aler varied experiences n British Columbia 
they returned to Alberta and purchased a farm 
Inthe Poplar Midge district, five miles west of 
Red Deer, together with machinery and cate, 
‘ono which he moved in 1993. Later he purchased 
Some school land and when his sons were able to 
{farm on thelr own they obtained land on section 
it 





‘The year 1951 was one of tragedy. On April © 
Ars, Woof, who had been an active community 
‘worker and took a een interest in local afar 
fied atthe age of 68. On December 25 death 
latied the younger son Robert af the age of 38. 
The eer son Richard moved to Ohaton, Alberta 
4nd Bill fook over his son's land. So meh land 
Fequlted e tractor and" although all his ex 
Peflence fad been with oxen and horses, he 
Eamely went akead at 80 years of age fo master 
the knack of operating a tractor, and he kept on 
al farming over a span of almost 10 years. 

In Ts he retired, eventually selling his land 
fo Bob Edgar. In 1967 ne moved In to Rea Deer 
Where ne enjoyed Keeping house for mse and, 
having’ an aetive mind, took an Interest 
ublle ana ‘polliteal "aitales. and regularly 
‘Mlended. meetings of the Central Alberta Old 
‘Timers’ Aseociation. 

THis-son Richard and his wife Paulin are far 
ming at Ohaton. Taey have two sons; Bly Whos 
farried to Betty Benz of Caroline il works for 
Epp Scot in Rea Deer, Their second som, Eadie 
ts married to Simone Correveaw and they live at 
Stoney Plain, 

Rooney Ailce was married 9 George Chris. 
tian who was engaged Inthe electronics business 
In Vancouver, B.C. and they had four daughters: 
Jean (hrs. Jerry Keeley) of Edmonton, Seley 
(airs. Lioya Harmiton), Marte (rs. Joe Lange 
vin}, and Jerry Ann (es. Hansen) all of Red 
eet. Roonle passed away June 2, 1903. 

‘Mire, Williars Woot and her son Robert Foster 
are both buried in the Red Deer cemetery. Bll 
‘Woot pasted away in September, 1968, 

"The original homestead in'the Diamond 
Valley istrict was owned by John Cratgand was 
ecently pirehased by Laurence Murph. 
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BARDENHAGEN, CARSON AND GUNHILD 
Before coming to. Lacombe, carson and 
Guinild Bardentagen farmed in Menigan, near 
the Great Lakes, with thelr family” of nine 
{hildren, namely’ Carson, Lena, Jack, Ext, 
‘Sena, Henry lank), Ole, Fred and Anna. 

"When they decided to come to Canada, Car 
son, Frank Prause (a close friend) and Carson 
Scame first fo ind a place to live. They bought 
‘boarding house in Lacombe, then sent for the 
fest of the family. 

er te ive In Megan, they nad never 
seon gopher 80, ofcourse, twas quite anovelly 
‘when the tran stopped oa the prairie to get out 
tnd chase after gopners. re almost got (00 far 
before he realizes the train was moving on and 
be really Nad to run just managing to catch the 
Test car a it went by 

Ti 1007, they sold he boarding house and ted 
on a nomeateady site unseen, In the Gilby area 
‘This was the NW 1640.ReW5. When they drove 
thelr foam and bugay out to have a Took at thelr 
few farm they found most of It under water, 
‘They bull a small log cabin in which they lived 
while they were bullelng the big frame house 
‘rth a rock foundation 

“The oldest bos, Carson, worked at various 
jobs, eventually married Alina Maddox and with 
{het oniy child, 8 daughter, Evelyn, nally 
setled in the Gilby area where ney farmed fr 
many years before Teting to Eekville where 
they lived until their passing 

Daughter, Lena, married Ben Hicks and 
made Bentley ter tome. 

“face was an accomplished pool player and 
‘wom many tournaments, He became a barber 
Und made hig home in North Dakota, where he 
Iatried schoolteacher, Bertna Bjorke 

Henry, his wite Annie, and thelr children 
va, Elmer and Francls (Pommie) lived tn 
civil for a few years. Hank worked In the 
Eckville Hotel as'@ bartender 

‘Sena married Fred Kraft and Erle married 
Linda Matteus, Ole married Helen Johnson. 

"Fred started his education ina country school 
near Lacombe snd continued it in he Medicine 
Valley ‘sehool when his folks moved to the 
Tomestead: Walle sti in Lacombe, his dad In 














vented brush cutter, pulled by a team of oxen 
land later by horses and went around cutting 
‘hush for the settlers, Pred and Ole followea the 
futter, throwing the brush Into long winarows 
‘whlch later were burned, 

‘Werking with oxen was very slow. The only 
time the ofen got any speed on was during fy 
time when they would throw up thelr tals and 
takeoff a full speed forthe nearest shelter, with 
Whatever they Rappened foe hitched to. 

red let the farm when stl In his teens and 
went fo work as a cowboy on the Anchor P (P) 

eh in Sothern alberta, There he learned f0 
handle horses so when he came back home he 
Droie many horses for the neighbors, some (0 
hamess and some to ride. He also worked on 2 
{farm in Cayley for a Mr. Keller. When hs father 
passed away’ n 1922, Fred came home and took 
Eyer the farm, He’ was always Interested in 
Sports and played in the Gilby baseball team as 
‘Well as Eekville. In foot pacing, he was seldom, 
beaten. Singing was another of Fred's favorite 
Dastimes and he always helped out with Ihe 
Entertainment a all he social functions. He was 
sso very fond of dancing ana never missed an, 
‘alng fo them on hls favarte pony, Dlamone 

Ih 1858, he married Mary Raabls and two 
years later thelr son, Arthur, was born. Maxine 
aime along nearly two years after that 

Work was hard, 3s they had no modern con 
vvenlences and money was searce but It vas fun 
‘working together whether ot ia the fcld cutting 
rain and stooking or at bore feeding pigs and 
Shickens and milking cows. ‘The first Year the 
laundry was done ina tub of water on a scrub 
‘board, with home made soap. The white clothes 
Were then Dolled and, belleve me, they were 
White when done. We needed no bleaches. 

‘When Fred presented his wife with her first 
manually operated washing machine, Mary was 
Feally happy. No more ack-ache from bending 
Tong hours over the serub board and ae more raw 
‘fingers. And it even had a hand wringer on It 
‘few years later, this was replaced with a 
fhatchiné which wae operated by a gas motor and 
Washing clothes was a breeze from then on 

in 1915 the second son, Dennis, was bora anda 
year and half later, daughter, Gal. When Gall 




















vas about six years old, Pred and Mary sold the 
{arm fo thelr new nelghbors, Rey and Bernice 
Teach, and moved into Hekville where Fred 
Went fo work as Janitor and maintenance man in 
the Eekville Hofel tnen under the mansgement 
till and Bertha Marsh. Mary wae offered the 
Joo of cooking tn the Co-op tuneh counter and 
Femalned ther for fifteen years before retiring. 
Fred worked in the hotel for about ten years 
‘when, due fo hls Neath, he was forced to give 1 
up. Fred passed away suddenly in Novernber, 
15, and was buried in the Gilby Cemetery 

‘ary then went to work in tne Manor House in 
‘Rokville whieh opened for business in February, 
4, but retired about a year and a haf later. 

“thelr son, Arthur, went tothe Estonian sel 
‘until {twas closed when all the children were 
‘bussed fo Eekuille. When he graduated, he Went 
to work in the Eekville ereansery as bookiceeper 
Dut eventually ended up as manager of the 
butcher shop in ihe Coop store. He married 
Shirley Gant and fo this unfon four children were 
born: Conley, Jody and the twins, Tracey and 
Troy. At present, Arthur is a meat cutter at 
gteways in Edmonton and'shiiey works in'8 

‘Maxine married Paul Stephenson and had 
five children, Charlene, Ricky, Randy 
(deceased), ‘Teresa and Michel. They are at 
present living in Red Deer. 

‘Dennis s living in Veteran, 

Gall married Ron Bruns and lived fora ime 
in Fort'St. John, then Smithers. and. fnally 
moved back to Bekville, ough Ronis stl ying 
In Northern B.C 
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JIM AND JOHANNAN BLADES AT THE 
GILBY STORE—by Jim and Johannah Blades. 
‘We bough the store in June, 1968 and as we 


became acquainted with the people of the com: 
‘unity: we enjoyed mecting tem and doing 
Business with tem. "We lived there for alne 
years, selling out th June 19. We regretted 
Teaving the community, but had to sell Beeause 
of Mr Blades health 


DEKKER, JOHN AND SUSANNA 

"ut and Mrs, Joba Dekker came to the Esto 
nian distri in 1005 rom thelr home near the line 
‘between North and South Dakota, 

‘Mr. Dekker and four Sons arrived in mld 
‘suramer looking far land. Mr, Dekker, 10 the best 
ot my knowledge, ted on 1440.35. Two of his 
Sons, Henry and Eaward, found land to thelr Ik 
Ing in the Leslieville district and Cavistian fed 
fon'a quarter section five miles west of where 
‘Ghby Store is today. 

ait and sons then returned to the Dakotas 
and brought back their calle, ehlekens and 
‘Various farm tmplements and iools needed to 
Dring their land into production 

‘Mes, Dekker and their two daughters, Sasan 
ng and Annie, arrived in Lacombe in December 
Of the same Year, One son, Jann, stayed in the 
Unltea States fo finish Ais edicaion, 

‘Soon after thelr arrival, they suffered the Iss 
of thelr son, Christian. He died of pneumonia, 
‘There was very Itle medical Neip available and 
very few druge around to combat that allen i 
those days. Christian was buried in the Bentley 
Cemetery, with Mr. Layton officiating, on 
Christmas Day 1903 

“The Winter of TMS - 1905 was certainly along, 
cold’ and alifieut one for the Dekker family 
‘They certainly appreciated and never forget ihe 
dese of the ater pioneers ving around 

ME, Dekker and son, Edward, helped bulld 
‘he Estonian Senool and tothe best of Susaama's 
‘memory a Mfr. George Martin was the frst 
{eaeher Ho Susanna and Ante altende thie 

"The Dekker family lett the Estonian distetet 
1 1915 and moved to Christian's homestead in 
the Medicine Valley district, They stayed only & 
‘Short while and then, with the exception of 
Susanna, moved back io te United States, Mr 
And Mrs. Dekker and Anne left frst, in 816, and 
the sons let oon after 

‘Susanna Dekker ‘married Marlee Gant, a 
widower with one child in 816, They lived onthe 
‘Gant homestead which was four and one half 
males west o the Glby stare. Walle on this farm, 
‘one daughter was born and a few months later 
ther house and bara went up in flames. They es: 
‘caped the flames and saved only s few clothes 
fnd a sinall lamp. People smiled at them for 
carrying’ a lamp into the flame it night, but 
Susanna nas often sald "That litte lamp was the 
only ight in the darkness for them for quite 
Sivhile". The loss of warm bulldings was & 
“Greaaful hardship in those eael¥ Years. 

‘Susanna, er husband, and te two smal gris 











then moved on to the Christian Dekker 
Homestead whlen they haa purchased when the 
Dekker family left in 1815. Four sons and 1¥o 
more daughters were bern gn this farm, Susanna 
fnd Marlee lived on this place uot 137, They 
bought a rooming house in Red Deer and lived 
there for fourteen vears after whlch time they 
retired toa home in Blackfalds for eleven years, 
‘They both entered Valley Park Manor In Red 
Deer in 13, One son, Jesse John, passed away 
nos. 

Susanna and Marlee celobrated thelr statieth 
wedding analversary on May 12,196, at Valley 
Pare Manor with many of thelr family” and 
{blends around them, it was a very happy occa: 

Marlee Gant passed away in July, 1976, a the 
age of 96 years, Susanna stil resides in the 
Manor where she has made many friends. She 
Sill loves fo reminisce about the hardships and 
happiness of hemestead days. 


[ESTONIAN DISTRICT SEWING CIRCLES — by 
Andrey Ponto 

tewas ia the winter of 1937 that Aune 
Parkas made the suggestion fo afew neighbor 
Tagies gathered ata "Wood sawing” that we 
meet atone af our hames every two weeks. The 
idea appealed tous as times wore hard and there 
Was very life nthe way af entertainment Inthe 
‘communtiy. Since we were mostly busy mothers 
‘with small children, we fook patehing, kalting, 
tt, along so we Would not fel our Ue was be 
{ng wasted 

"The frst meoting was at Irene Palm's with 
about half a dozen ladies present. We decided at 
that time to have two Filet: one was that We Use 


PIONEERS 





first names and the other — no gossiping. 
Perhaps It is Beeause ofthe latter rule that we 
have all got on so well 

1" believe that the second meeting was at 
Hulda Westers.A group ofus drove up there with 
‘team and sleigh, qulte unaware’ that Mary 
Bslkla was walling avshort distance behind us, 
She arrived about an hour later, having walked 
the whole distance of about five miles. Those 
Were the days when men were menor, rather, 
When women were woment Tsuspec! that most of 
Us would rather miss a meeting than to walk tive 
falles fo attend, but Itgoes to show what 
FEllowship meant tous In those days, 

‘Ethel Mathews was & member Of our group. 
She was a great walker. She walked to most of 
the meetings during those frst Years and was 
later joined by’ Lila Kingsep. Ete! had a great 
appetite, but no figure problems — perhaps 
‘because of the vast amount of exercise that she 
fot, No more clreles Were held that year 

‘Sie then we have had sewing eifeies every 
year swith the exception of one when, for some 
Feason, we never got them started. During the 
Winter’ of 10764977 there’ were no. meetings, 
flther, Tt seemed as tough the ladies were 
tbecoming involved in so many activities — curl 
Ing, and the very successful Handleraft Gud in 
Eekville, o mention only two — that there Was 
no time available for ihe sewing clrle 

During the forty years there have Deen many 
changes in the. community, Estonian school, 
‘where aur enildren got most of thelr education, is 
fone. We have bade farewell to old nelghbors 
find have welcomed new ones, Our homes have 
been touched by births, deaths, aad marriages. 
We have shared laughter and tears, and st he 








Sewing Cirele met, and we are closer friends 
ibeeause of our assdclation through the Circle 
‘We have had contests, exchanged recipes, 
and during one winter we fook a first ald course 
Under the able guldanee of Fulth Brooker. We 
also have spent time cutting mat rags, making 


Dany quilts, and carding woo 
Because we allvays took our sewing along, we 
just started ‘calling our meetings the "Sewing 
Circle but the sight of Aune's tle truck with 
fab and back led to capactty and all of us talk 
{ng and Yeughing started some of our more imag. 
{ative husands to referring to our meetings as 
en parties.” 
“There must have been strong bond of 
friendship formed, ag we have travelled. t0 
Rimbey, Condor, and Sylvan Lake to meet atthe 
‘Homes of members who have moved away from 
‘our district. Looking back, 1 can count close (0 
fitly ladies who attended. these. meetings 
throughout the vears, and tose Who have moved 
Way" are scatiered from Fort Saskatchewan fo 
Nebraska, USA 











ESTONIAN SCHOOL NO. 1760 
"At the turn of te century Immigrants from 
Europe poured into Canada, Many made the 
Secision Yo locate north of ckville In Medicine 
Valley, as it's now called. Estonians primarily, 
2 few Finnish, and a couple of Seandinavians 
Seftied in what Became in the next decade, the 
‘stonlan School Distelet, Only a few of these im 
migrants spoke a bit of Englst and fo these, the 
hon English speating turned for Interpretation 
of Canadian favs. Realizing the necessity of 
Teaming the national tongue of Canada, they 
Tealleed that lt was necessary to buld schools, 
halls, etc, and fo thls end community sprit In 
the fllest was displayed. 

In thelr urgeney (0 progress, a suitable site 
{or a soho was selected, as centrally located as 
possible. Rough boundaries were drafted and the 
Estonian Schoo! Distret emerged ln 1810. The 
board members were local Tarmers who se 
‘intra mill rate, collected taxes, hired the 
feacher and Kept a supply of wood at ihe school 
The Estonian ‘School site was located on an 
acreage in the north-east corner of 1040:3.W" 
(Cant Langer's property) 
























{In an account written by Mrs, Anna Tipman, 
an early teacher at the Estonian School the 
noo, built in 110 from lumber hauled by focal 
ploneers from mills many miles away, Is 
feseribed in detail. This bullding served the hus 
dreds of puplls exceedingly well forthe next 35 
Years, at whleh time. progressive-minded 
iarmets considered It appropriate to provide 
‘modern facility 

‘By 106 school attars were administered by 
the Rooky Mountain Seto Division. Our counelt 
Fepresentaive, John Hillman of Bvaris, was ap 
proached and tis cooperation was readily ob 
fined to proceed with the construction of new 
School building, The Division would provide 
‘materials, a chief carpenter (Karl Soderlund, 
fssisted by Mike Reman), out volunteer Nelp 
{rom farmers would be necessary to assist in he 
Dullding project. 
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‘There was no modern gymnasium in those 
days. Bxerelse, so vital fo good health, Was ob 
{ined by walking or riding great distances (0 
Sehol. Even extremely harsh winlers ld not 





deter excellent attendance. There was no indoor 
Washroom but two toilets in tar corners of the 
Schoolyard served. the purpose adequately. 
There were no organized games, dseipline was 
stciety enforeed, although many’of the students 
‘were much bigger and taller than the teacher. 
‘The language barrier among children was quick 
Iy negated, although the accent of thelr nailonal 
language temained. Education was of primary 
Importance to everyone attending the rural 
sehool 

‘Of great Interest, one teacher, Mr. Duncan 
Layton; age 9, resident of Valley Park Manor 
in Red Deer, when visited, recounted. his 
‘memories of the veer I9M4-915 when he was & 
teacher atthe Bstonian School He had a class of 
Srldren, grades Ito VII He ved in a small 
Shack a mile north of the school'on the Gary 
Pederson land, presently the Paul Langer tart 

‘n conversation wih Mrs. Ena. inna of 
svivan Lake she revealed her husband, Ernest, 
Acqutted hs first “alored” sul of clothes in his 
fine years of life ~ this being tallored by Mrs 
Tayion's capable hands —the sult nred,a Sant 
(Gaus sult, for the Christmas program. Tbe An 
Grew School teacher, Mr Layton’ sister inlaw, 
Joined ner sehoo! with the Estonian for the 
srnmer plcnl. Of great pre to Mr. Layton was 

Tact that six of his early students became 
professionals; one even becarne a doctor. Te six 
Eementioned were Ole (Agnes) Kingsep, August 
Matthews, Anna Post (Tipman), Otto Kingsep, 
Saime Raabis and Leyda Sestrap. 

‘Olea. Posll (Mes. Alex. Mots) served as 
fanltor for Ue, Salary” Twenty-ive cens per 
day ~ when she could colleet! The trustees con 
Sldeved “women were to work for nothing.” 
ion lady teacher was at the school the boys 
obliged, whenever possible, in starting the fire! 


























Barly students, were. the’ Posts, Langers 
Matthews, ‘Moros, ‘Rasbls, Plhoojas, Moos, 
Deckers, Stenvigs, Langforas, Wuorls, 
Heli, 


“The Intellectuals ofthe community inthe ea 
ly years were the teachers, They were respected, 
{heated with courtesy and admiration, For. 
tunately, "a ful slate of teachers was made 
available for this narrative, 1 shall try fo name 
fem in the order of the earliest to the lates, 
With the coment that, due to the rigors of 
Homestead ilfe, males predominated inthe list. 
‘The lst follows: Messers, Layton, Smita, Logan, 
gen, J. M. MeDonaid, Prlestiy,Hughes, 
August Maithews, Lowry, tevin, Lit, Lady 
teachers were: inate Kinna, Helen Chrlatie, 
Anna Posil, Miss Gudmanson, Miss 
‘Benedietson 

Tn the 1000's to 1940's Messrs, Edward Tip- 
man, George Findlay and Ansley taught, ‘Then 
Indy teachers followed ~ Barbara athey, Miss 
Rogers, Miss Asrsby, Barker, Jean Kenworthy, 
Huth Wright, Isabel Lesher, Sirs. Lucy Nelson, 
Elms Jackson and Mrs. Hanson. 

‘Parents recogalzed the lack of musical ap. 





Preclation tn the school, so volunteers scoured 
{he district with raffle tekets to raise money for 
the gramophone and a. plano, ‘The Gierison 
{amily owned a lovely plano. They agreed to sll 
{to the Estonian Sohoo for one hunazed dollars, 
‘vith the provision that i remain for the sole se 
of the. Estonian. commialtytorever, Untor 
Tunately, upon dismantling the contents of the 
new schol before ransporting it to Bexvile, the 
plano disappeared. This was a great loss to the 
Community as It was @ remembrance of the 
Gilbertson’ family, a ploneer family’ who 
‘emained with us fora long time, 

“The Rocky Mountakn School Division, at a 
cruclal point in attendance (65 pupils and one 
{eacher in charge) transferred grades seven and 
fight to Eekville, providing transportation for 
them by bus. In promoting centralization a5 the 
few approach to modernising education, In 
Volving busing, « Teacher per grade, Indoor 
Dhysieal education, ct, the Estonian Sekoat — 
{he ullimate community project — was hauled to 
Eokvile where it serves to this day as'a Home 
Beanomies oom. Mr.” Hillman took ‘careful 
charge of all records, turning them over fo the 
County of Lacombe 

Tn 1861 Lacombe became County No. 14 and 
assumed ihe diveetion of education and 
‘municipal affairs within the ‘ont 
enlarged boundary and the new title 
Lacombe No. 1.” In the transfer all records of 
the early history ofthe Estonlan Schoo! Distriet 
‘were destrayed. ‘Only memories of the few 
Femaining senior eitzens ean supply details of 
those early years 

"The orignal site of the Estonian Schoo! 
reverted fo the Langer Brothers property. Of 
Dartieular interest and pride, the original Esto 
flan School District has produced 2 great 
hhumber of professionals among the pupils of the 
10's and 185s. 8 total of 8 years of University 
his technical graduates, Is presumed to be & 
Fecord for a rural alberta distrit, 

Taormation of pranks at school, even a those 
‘early years is gradually leaking’ out, Playing 
Fookey was not unusual — boys not especially 
fader took a day off now and then, returning 
Home atthe usual time inthe evening, Two lads 
‘even bulla raft, stored eggs from the Renhouse 
Sand ofher obtainable food aboard and shoved off 
fovea Medicine River for pols south, only to get 
fouled up in a ish net strung eross the river, Up. 
Set, and lost all of heir supplies — adventure 
iviartea! 

"The gris in summer often took thelr unc to 
‘eat ouside the schoolyard toa creck bank in the 
Shade af trees, One day the boys found a snake, 
fut it Into pieces, and chased the gris at max 
imum speed, while yelling and screaming, 
toward the school, 

‘Smother episode netted a young scholar a 
strapping. Te giris made a ball of rag strips 
‘with whlch to play Ant--Over. This ite boy 
aught the ball'and ran, vietorious, fo the base. 




















ball dlamond. The girs tattled and the teacher 
brdered the boy Inside, Not understanding 
Enilsh, te answered Yes" and’"No" in turn. 
essays he must have sald “yes” at the wrong 
time, 8s fe got a sound strapping. 





‘THE GILBERTSONS 

Mr, Wartin Natnan Gilbertson entered the 
United tates from Noriay with his parents, asa 
very young child. They seed In Minot, North 
Dalcota, where he received his early edcation, 
Be later entered a college where he_studied 
architecture and accounting. To help nance is 
‘ducation he taught English to new immigrants 
in the same school in when he took his tea 
land many stories Were Told of his experiences 
He used diferent poems to teach the "TH" 
found, poems. in. which, In later years, are 
Feealled as having been an ‘amusement to his 
then young family On behalf of Martin and for 
the benefit of the new immigrants of today, T 
fnier one particular poem which remains with 
ime stil I will be added as a footnote fo this 
ise, 

‘Marin later moved to Duluth, Minnesota, 
where he operated a bullding ‘contracting 
Business. In 1001 he met and married Bertha 
Wite, wno was born tn Northwood, Towa and 
who, for some time, operated a dress-making 
Dusiness with one of her three sisters 

T1909 they eame to Canada and Martin, his 
young wite Bertha and infant daughter named 
Myatie, arrived in Alberta. They setied in Red 
Deer where they planned fo start a butcher shop 
tr some form of a merchandlsing business, bit 
titer inguring about land they decided to buy & 
half section seven miles north of Eekville, 

“The first dwelling was bult in the large grove 
at the north end of the homestead, where they 
lived about two Years, During that time a second 
daughter, Cora, was born to ther. 

‘About that lime Martin's father and brother 
‘lat arrived from ‘Minnesota and filed ona 
homestead joining Martin's tothenorth, whichis 
now owned by Mr and Mrs. Paul Langer Martin 
Sind Olas father (his first aame Teannoi reeall) 
lived there until his death and is semaine were 
‘buried in the Sunset cemetery 

‘Martin and Olaf bal the Gilby store and Olat 
operated it as a grocery store for a few Years, 
‘Thus the Guby store and district is named after 
the Gilbertson family. 

‘When the homestead was cleared enough to 
make the claim valld Mana Ms. Gilbertson 
moved to Everett, Washington, US.A. where 
Ar, Glbertson again engaged in the coniracting 
business and tis worked asa bookiteeper for the 
Hyde Wholesale Company. tn 1810 they moved to 
Pitt Lake where they started @ general store 
Walch they operated well into the First Great 
War period. itr. Gilbertson was given a cholce 
between leaving his wife and family (whch, by 
now, Included twin daughters, Pearl and Ruby) 


























to Join the army of return to Canada to the 
homestead, 

‘Since Mrs, Gilbertson was suffering from 
astuma in avery severe way and the coast 
Climate was unsuitable for her they decided to 
Feurn to Alberta to resume the improving of the 
homestead 

They returned to Alberta fn the latter part of 
anit They lived with Olat Gilbertson. Gnil a 
Small frame house wes bullt across the road 
ifom the Estonlan hall. They later bull a mare 
permanent Home where they lived for about 15, 
ears, Martin worked hard to organize. the 
Enrmers in plans of co-operation to protect 
farmers, as & whole, and improve the market 
price of farm produce, He organized the hog 
ool, and helped to establish the wheat poo. He 
alued the help of fine people’ suchas Alt 
‘Thubron and Alfred Haarstad, 

‘Miran Ms. Gllberison sold the farm in the 
‘year of Taz, to Mr. and Mes. Arnold Matiisen, 
Bnd retired at Salmon Arm, B.C. They bought 
fomortable home looking over Shuswap Lake, 
Where they enjoyed growing diferent varieties 
bf fruit and berries, 





‘Martin Gtbertson passed away In Kamloops 
fn 106, at the age of 74 years. His body Was 
returned to Saimon Arm for burial 

‘Mrs Gilbertson lived with her daughter Myr 
te McClurg: at Salmon Arm, B.C. and later 
moved to Vernon, where she passed away in 171 
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at the age of 5 years. Her body was returned to 
Salmon Arm and placed to rest inthe Mount ida 
Geretery beside fat of her beloved husband 
‘lasting teIbute could be allowed Mr. Martin 
GGbertson for his tireless efforts to assist new 
Gnmigrants in the mastering of the English 
Tanguage, for the poem which follows is one of 
‘whieh He used 85 years ago, ana which may be of 
Dent fo new immigrants of Today. 
"To the composer (because Ido ot know hls 
name) T apologize. 
"Theofulus, the unsuccessful thistle sitter 
‘Who silted a sieve fll of unsifted thisties 
‘Turust three thousand thistles 
‘Through the thick of the thumb, 
See then that thou, when thou sit a sieve 
Ful of unsifted tistes, 
rust not three thousand thistes 
Through the thek of thy thumb 











GILBY CEMETERY 

‘th 1908 many ploneers homesteaded north of 
okie. Along with hardships of dally tll here 
oceurred the death of neighbor or relative. In & 
few country a cemetery was often a distance 
fway~and it hecame. apparent & site for a 
ermetery was a necessity tn the vicinity. One 
Such was located on the Chas. Raabls farm NE 
1740.3.W5 and wae named the Gilby Cemetery 
and registered In 1903 

“The first burial was Christopher Kingsep 
(tatner of Henry Kingsep). Only some seven, 
ight burials took place here. The cemetery has 
fallen’ into alsrepate. ‘Then the Gilby” Kalmu 
cemetery originated and wes used exclusively. 


GILBY HALA 

"The Gilby U.F.A. who had been meeting nthe 
hall above the siore owned by Shorrock Bros, 
fecided to build a community hall, “The fst 
‘committee consisted of Frank Lavton president, 
(Oscar Thubron vice-president and possibly Hugo 
Motts as chatrman, 

and was donated by Oscar Thubron. fee of 
one dollar was pald to make it legal. Work 
Started tn the. spring of 1921 with volunteer 
labour, By July twas finished in time for he pe 
le and dance 

“The only Wedding ceremony and first wed 
ding’ dance was for “Henry Pailo and Salme 
ingsep" 














‘A plano was bought from Mrs. Hobson of 
Leedale, hand Mrs. Crane donated acai tbe 
ralfled. She also played the plano n 121 

The hall was heated by\ two wood-burning 
heaters that usually smoked. The Thubrons were 
‘ery faithful all tarough the years (o star fires, 

“Musie was supplled by Carl Koots’ violin and 
‘Mrs. Thubron on the plano. ‘They got $5 each 
Later, Mr. Gordon Jacobs, whose family had 
taken over the store, also played. atone me the 
Bury Bros. played Hawallan guitars, 
abet 1 Matthew Bees showed stent 

Tn 1027, a kitehen and ladies’ coat room was 
Dull, a nice help forthe ladles, 

The men pald 50 cent admission. Ladies were 
tree, but were expected to bring hineh which was 
fee untl later years. A box oF welght socal Was 
held to raise nds 

“The hal has been used for Sunday School and 
church ‘services, funerals, 4H gatherings, 
political meetings, anniversaries, bridal 
Showers, wedding dances and farewell partes. 

Power was put fn In 2951; @ new floor the 

Tt had been Mrs, Laura (Westergard) 
Whidden's wish that the Ball be reshinglea and 
painted in I8Tl, After she passed away, Mr 
Wnldden “arranged to have it done, He! also 
Supplied palnt forthe Inside and had ihe ceiling 
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painted. The propane furnace was installed in 
{sm replaced by gas overhead heaters in 1876 
‘Thea the present board worked very hard lm: 
proving’ the ‘inside, patting carpet on the 
Benches, making moveable small round tables, 
so handy for ans oveasion. 

Cabarets are held fvice a year, and a Chris 
‘mas program and treats each year 





GILRY (KALMU) CEMETERY 

loneers atthe turn of the century had many 
problems fo contend with, Notonly aid they enter 
‘Thew country to find a new locality In which to 
Stil, to bulld a home and provide a living, but 
they had fo provide a resting place for hose who 
tid not survive: In the Giby district, planeers of 
Estonian origin met-on June 15, 1914 and 
‘organized the Kalmy Cemetery Company tt 
John Turner as presideat, correspondent, Fitz 
‘Kina, and Mike Sestrap a5 treasurer. 

Those present atthe organization were: John 
Fekeee set Seetiae ugs ti Oar Matta 
Henry and John Kina, Pat) and Karl Langer 
Mike’ Sestrap, P. Perler, A, Pilhofa and Prite 
inna, 

John Turner donated the present screage 
‘rom hls land forthe cemetery. For finances, the 
‘eeting agreed to sel 60 shares at $8 per share 
{ora plot. If anyone was unable to pay for the 
Gesied plot a note for 40 days was to De 
‘aceepted. Stipulations were that all graves were 
tobe mounded, a eross erected and he plot tobe 
Rept in a tidy condition 

‘Oscar Mottvs agreed Yo bulld and ereet a nuge 
cross 10 feet high, alated black, to be placed 
‘centraly, This eross survived for many Sears 
Ste Mottus received $3.50 for his efforts 

‘Mart Sestrap was asked to bulld and erect a 
tool box, six By three by fo, painted, with 
hinged id and provided with a lock. For this he 
eceived $2, He also was asked 10 provide 100 
famaraek siakes for markers 

Dan Clausen sicoceded Mike Sestrap as 
easier fora salary of per Year plus 30 ents 
foreach plot Issued 

the salary in 199 was increased to $10 plus$t 
foreach plot. At present this has increased 10823 
lus 810 for each plot issued. Volunteers for the 
past years have held aclean-up day every year 
‘eth good results, bul markers an all graves 
ould enhance ihe appearance. A few years age a 
pump was inslalled.and with good fortune the 
Alberta Government gave us a grant towards 
improvements. Again with volunteer effort, 
new fence was erected, white posts with green 
tine, two new gates and finally. @ large sign — 
Gilby (ialmuy Cemetery. At a meeting it as 
fecided that the cemetery be named “Gilby 
(Gcalma)"" fo retain the original name. Ineiden 
lally. Kaimu Is a grave, a "esting place” In 
Exlonian, soit was decided to retain this inthe 
sign, as’ Estonlans crganized the cemetery, 

imaciy 
‘By the end of 1977, 281 bodies have been in 


























ferred tn the Gilby (Kelmu) Cemetery. Mrs. 
erler was the first pioneer to be buried there 
"The present secretary Is Walter Anarev. 


GILBY LADIES’ CLUB 

“The first meeting of what was to become the 
by Ladies Club was held at the home of rs 
Frank (Ava) MeTighe (Saunders), during the 
Winter months of 188 (may have been 1889), At 
{his Hime twas a get-together fora few hands of 
ards and a social afternoon, ending with a sie 
ple lunch and coffee, Ladies present were the 
Hostess, Mrs. MfeTighe, Mes. Tim CetheD Sam: 
brook, Ms. BM alice) Andrew, Mrs, Oscar 
(Agnes) Thubron, Ms, Frank (Clara) Andrew, 
Irs Clarence (Kathy) Ferguson, Mrs. . (Bea) 
Carvoll and Mrs Sid ettrey. Mectings were held 
‘G'the homes ofthe ladies with lunch provided by 
the hostess 

"AS no records were kept, itis impossible to 
state exactly when the Club vas formed, but tis 
Believed fo have been 1940, I was felt that more 
could be accomplished as a Club. 

‘Over the years, the maforty ofthe ladies in 
the district beeame members, each coatributing 
Inher own way to the success of the Club. Most 
held flee In some capacity’ gr served on com 
‘mittee. Meetings were eld alphabetleally from 
Romes "and. most brought thelr pre-school 
tchlldren, which resulted in a very lvely after 
‘hoon as there were from 181020 members. Asno 
Showplowing was done n the winter, many ofthe 
men drove their wives using slelghs and horses, 
fapeclally when roads were drifted or blocked. 
‘This changed as me went on 

‘Aer te business meeting, card tables were 
set up and the remainder of ite afternoon was 
peat playing whist and visiting. Lneh. Was 
Served by the hostess fo end & pleasant after 

‘Many worthwhile causes were supported aver 
the years. Punds Were raised by varlous means 
holding dances, serving lunches at farm sales 
land fleld days, catering fo wedding receptions, 
Bazaars, ralfes, amateur nights and. dances, 
‘embers teas, ete, 

‘Some of the causes that were aided annually 
were: The Red Gross, Cancer Fund, Easter Seals 
Fund, ‘T-B. Christinas ‘Seals, Heart Fund, 
CHippied Chiudren's ‘Fund, Canadian March of 
Dimes (Pollo Fund). Contributions were also 
Sent to Manitoba Flood Reliet Fund, Springhill 
Disaster Fund and Buropean Flood Fund 

ets were sometimes hel for unfortunate 
ones in the area, Including a Benefit Dance for 
the Eekvile Arena Fund. 

11885, funds were ralsed to furnish a wardin 
the new local hospltal. Contributions were con 
tinued over the years and hospital sewing Was 
‘done from time to time. 

‘When enlldren were being bussed to Zeke, 
resulting tn the closing of the Andrews’ School 
the Club organized and financed ‘he Annual 
Christmas Party held In the Gilby Hall, 




















In September, 1954 the Charter Members ot 
the Club were honored at a meeting eld at te 
home of irs. John (Connie) Huseby- Eack ofthe 
tight Indes received a corsage and an honorary 
membership. Business was alspensed with and 
everyone enjoyed a soclal afternoon. 

Tm 1855.4. Jubilee flosl was ent 
ke’ fst parade. 

‘Many enjoyable events were held by the Chub 
and thelr families. Perhaps, the most enjoyed 
‘was the Annual Pinte in Taly, usually held at 
‘Gull Lake, but also at Crimson Lake and one 
{Year at Giby’s plete area. 

‘Oceasionally'a turkey supper was held at a 
member's home. Whist tournaments were 
(organized for some years with te playoffs held 
In Gilny Ha 

Members ‘and families were remembered 
‘witha ft when lor in hosplts, for special an 
niversarles, at nousewarmings, farewells, te 
Flowers were also sent to a bereaved family of 
fhe Club, 

"The last meeting was held Noversber 13, 1868, 
at the home of Mrs. Pryce Jessie) Andrew with 
ight members present. At thls ime, It was 
Gecided to disband ar a Club. Members were 
‘becoming so involved with thelr children’s ac 
tities in fown, they found talfeult to attend 
‘meetings ana partleipae in Club projets 

“The remaining funds were contributed to the 
egville Arena Fund, 

‘and so it ended, again with elght ladles, a 
mile north ftom where it began, twenty-five 
Years later. A" guarter ‘century’ of pleasant 
[ssoclation with ladies of the district 
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GILBY STORE 
Mle Sestrap homesteaded the SW 6-41-24. 
Walle he was away working hs shack burt. He 


‘was known to have remarked, later, that the fire 
‘was the best thing that ever happened to him as 
that was when he decided to build a store at 
Gilby in 1830, The store was 6 long, had all 
‘Sbove and a full basement below, The hall was 
ised asa octal centre and meeting place for the 
people of the surrounding area, 

'AI bare necessities were to be had at the 
store, Including yard goods. Mike was a tallor 
‘rade and made overall fo sell Butter and ess 
‘were often taken in trade tor supplles. 





Before long, Mike's brother, Gus, who had 
homesteaded the NE: 413.65 came fo help him 
at the store, 

About 1812, the post office which had been 
“fedieine Valley" eperatea by E. T. Withers ox 
SW 7403.5 was changed to “Gilby” and was 
Situated in the store. The post office provided 
‘any cervices, one of them being the Fegsstering 
Srburths. John Kerlla, mall carsir, hauled the 
fall by covered wagon trom Eekvile, Folks 
‘would ome f0 Giby fo visit and ekat for hours 


while wating fo the mall to come and be sorte. 

"In 115, Mike Sestrap sold fo Shorrock Bros. 
who sold to Henry Jacobs in 192. Henry 930008 
fold to Frank Tarrabain about 19%. The old 
ore burat in December, 1990 Among valuables 
festroved, Were the Cilby-Kalmu cemetery 
Feeords. ‘The store was rebullt, about 1851, by 
Hamilton and Hauptman 

istories ofthe different owners ofthe store 
are found in this book, 

"Through the years Gilby tore has been avery 
valuable asset fo the community. The preseat 
bwners are Leo. snd Kathryn Robins. ‘Thelr 
fhildren are Jackie age five, Heather age three 
Sn one salt and Cindy age six months 













































































GILBY SUNDAY SCHOOL — by Phyllis Andrew 

Nears ago 8 group of devoted people [rom 
Doatiey sav’ the need for @ Sunday Schoo in his 
area, Gilby Hall was chosen as the centre and on 
Getober i, 1853" Ms. Grant’ Sanders, Freda 
Gheseger (husband, Loa, deceased) (Spyctier), 
Doreen Carruthers (since married), and Esthet 
Mekilligan began classes, There were only six 
[Adults and children present on the opening Sun 
Gay, hat the four stalwarts were not to be ds. 
(coufaged and made visitations in the distriet 
Contacting te ones brought results, a8 27 were 
Inatfendance te following Sunday, and services, 
‘continued for 12 years, 

"To begin with fires In the hall were bull by 
the late Alfred Thubron and wood was supplied 
by the parents, Ren? for the hall was fre unless 
‘we used the hall at night, for whieh thore Was a 
three dollar charge. 

‘Esther MeKilligan was the superintendent 
and brs J. Maddox vas seeretary-treasurer un 
{i February 10, 1956, when Mis. Hazel Sar 
brooke was elected seeretary-treasurer, Esther 
‘MeKilligan left Bentley, so there was a short 
ge of feachers. The Sunday School Mission 
Relped us out by sending vs wo young ladles — 
Misses E. Creighton and K. Hudson Through the 
Kindness of ir. J- Maddox these pris were able 
{ovstay ina vacant hovse formerly owned by Tom 
Guinn on the SW. 6412050 "The girls were 
‘nly able to assiat until he end of the summer: 

ie was always elfieult_ geting. teachers 
however, Ed Morsch and Norman Bllsh thea 
‘came to our ald, Bill and Bob Ward, of Three 
Hills, cave a great deal of ime and effort helping 
the Vacation Bible Sehool and Sunday Services 
at whch ime they would often show Aims. 
‘The services of many others, pariculary those 
of the lea gis who helped so fatttully through 
{he years, were greatly appreciated 

‘Besides golngio University of Alberta, where 
she was taking Pharmacy, Dorreen was able to 
five us Valuable assistance as she Was a Very 
‘capable, efflclent gil. For the summer months 
or #57 she Went to Hay’ River Mission Field un 
{dor te name of Gilby Sunday Schoo. A lovely 

"riendship" qullt was presented to Dorreen 
when she let, The gull locks were autographed 
With embroidery thread by those attending Sun- 
{tay School, sewn together and quilted by the 








mothers, atthe A, Matlsen home, We tried to 
Tupvitt Doreen’ venture by sending money a 
elglous pletre which was given te he Bay 
iver Hospi an by forwasting an left-over 
Suny School papers 

"VANS. Vacation Bible Schoo! was held fora 
week every summer at Ci fal, and later at 
Estontan Wall Chdren fom fr and- near 
tended and hada rewarding ie studying the 
Bible and doing handicraft All those attending 
WES. had fu partepatag in the spars and 
ames, At the end of he Duy week there would 
o's program or plenle and sare were given 
Mes J runner ssionary trom the West In 
dies who asst at VBS. ib returned to 
fp whine summer geaion fo 2987. He was an 
Sdapt woodworker so tat mae Vacation Sehoat 
ven more interesting 

Thien bulding tins at Gilby Hal presented a 
proter, Sunday School was Bel in he homes 
FFs proved suceessal as al parents were c0- 
operative and some mothers even passed sound 
tfeate suchas homemade candy or cookies 
the lose of clases twas te optnion of many 
that he Kastonlan all would be easier to heat 
tnd, fortanateyy we had a Janfor hand). This 
as Mrs hs Matsen, who was very dependable 
Sind always hed the ity and'watm’ Abou 
tre changed our locaton, we were sl known 
{he Cliby Sunday Sehool 

sir Sanders ba abs whlch he drove around 
to pick up thaw cilren not having ade, Tas 
generous act meant ol fomany bev and gil 
Sie"Frante Wine wan lage wing to canvas 
ihe ditt fr funds, wnenever needed He ad a 
‘ery capable joo, a6 tere was some inane 
‘perate' ine bas pus a small emoue to Re 
etry ofher expenses. 

or gute atime there was a fateiy extensive 
uray ‘in connection withthe weekly Sunday 
enol. There were suppers, skating and 
topoggan parties, and bridal showers, for 
torrean anf Freda, ony to mentions few ofthe 
ektra aetieties ohieh helped to. provide 
flows and facing ttengstip. 

The A ‘Sembrookes moved and we were 
without ‘cut able secretary treasurer” asst 
Mrorked fara Yo keop things going. and 
esponsible for’ many. dues, particularly a 
Guistmas time when fhe Sunday Sebo! aways 
fad an excellent program Phys Andrey, tok 
ver her poston in Ks, 

Sieanwie, our saperatendest, a digent 
and consclentious worker, nad! moved 10 
‘igary He continied fo assist us bat the long 
trpwae“outof the question’. We were sory 10 
ear of hs wife's passing shortly afer they Tet 
only, He ha lace reared 

eda, with er pleasing ways, Relped us so 
rh but now ad fer ow amily concerns 

‘Rogretfly ine Sunday Sehol wat unable o 
continue after ig, sure all ofyou astocated 
Sith he “School (here were over 20 names on 
Therol call wil sec, with nostalgl, the good 












































































times shared and fondly remember the many 
choruses sung, wilh great vivaclty, such 25 
‘Heavenly Sunshine", 


TARVILOW, ANDREW 

“Andy was bor in (Redvenst) Ukraine August 
19, 19, older of two children born fo Alexander 
tnd Alexandra Havrloy (Harvilow). Ase young 
Bay he worked along with his mother for Land 
Tors, making 15 kopeks (cents) a day. Having 
tn urge for beter prospects, Andy at the age of 
16, with a friend from the same village, set out 
{ot Canada, a land unknowa fo him. 

‘Boarding a passenger let at an Austrian 
and Hungarian’ port, In ‘Trieste, Andy ‘bade 
farewell fo ns homeland, Saling over the blue 
Waters ofthe Atlant took him 21 days at a cost 
‘1 180 rubles (¥05). The approaching shores of 
Canada (Quebec City) opened up a wide new 
‘world for the courageous Young aa, Canada, the 
Tnnd that he has called home for 5 years 

Saly, 1813, Andy set foot on Canadian soil is 
destinalion being’ Hosmer, B.C, He took’ the 
Ce train from Quebec Cty to Hosmer, a coal 
mining own, 

TAs his pocket money was at a premium, work 
had tobe obtained, but due oa language bazrie, 
communicating Was difficult. Close fiends of 
‘nay’ taught him five words in English thus: 

‘liste, ve mea ob." 

‘With’ determination in his heart, Andy was 
fortunate toget ab ata logging camp, drawing 
‘wages of 28 a month. After holding his job for 
rine months, the company went bankrupt, and 
‘Andy faced ts frst disappointment, only recelv 
ing $50 for all hs labors, 

‘Daring the war Years, 1141915, all places of 
employment (logging and mining) ground toa 
halt. Tat winter Andy again boarded the train, 
this time from Hosmer ‘9 Sylvan Lake, Alberta 
Fending for survival ‘during these’ poverty. 
Strleken years, laborers willingly accepted 
available offers from employers. 

‘From the spring of 1919 othe fll ofthat year, 
Andy accepted jobs on farms near Bentley, 
‘working for Mr. Poling for room ana beara, and, 
{ortenry Stone, earning 25a month, The winter 
fot 1915 saw a slight increase In wages, Andy Was 
Working for Gatries, cutting and hauling fire 
‘Wood for one dollar & day. 

Moving to Oven, Alberta in 1816, Andy worked 
for Jack Norton, farmer, for two'eare, Then it 
181, from spring to fall, he worked at Rosebud, 
{ord farmer by the name of Comstock. There he 
‘was the ploughman for eight breaking ploughs 

Tn the year of 1900, andy purchased the NW. 
1840-2. WS from Matt Talson, worklng for him for 
three years, This quarter was covered with Bush 
except for five acres which he Fentea to Moro. To 
pay for the farm, he worked at several logeing 
Bamps, namely, Brierley, Vari), Rowan, Me 
Dougal, Augus! Moro and the Proenlx Camps 
{As trangportatlon Wwas not available from these 
amps to Rocky Mountain House, thelr only 





rode of travel was thelr two feet. Andy 
Gtten is. neard reminiscing about the time 
hh was walking alone in the early morning dav, 
carrying an accordion and suitcase, Suddenly, 
Stopping in his tracks, he saw dark object 
ahead of him. Taking it to be a bear, he deeided 
{o'serenade the unidentified object with his a: 
ordion. He thought, "fT make a loud nolse it 
Will nicely walk away". Approaching It closer, 
this object proved fo be a large burnt stump. 

“The days of hard work praved very strenuous, 
but Andy had ime for enjoyment He is musical 
Iy talented, playing the button accordion even to 
{hus day (age 81) Hls accordion had helped him 
bear many burdens, as he fs able to play his 
troubles away. Andy played for several sm 
country dances as. well as entertaining for 
Varlous organizations 

"The depression years of the ality thirties 
when money was only heard of, Andy, whole 
heartedly, supplled ahome fro arphans, Pete 
and Fred Bobye, whom he met in Calgary. This 
formed a close Telatlonship as If they were 
brothers 

rom 1940-42 he worked at logging camps on 
fhe Queen Charlotte Islands, Returning to his 
tem, he spent his simmers clearing Als iand bY 
hand and then farming it few years, also giv 
Ing ahelping hand to threshing outs. 

in 19523, Andy rented a pool room In Fort 
Saskatchewan, where he made several fiends, 

Miracles do hapgen, the love bug bt twas in 
1955, Andy married Olga Ignatius, gaining two 
Stepdaughters, Hazel Ignatius, and Edith 
Niemela Andy remembers quite well the time 
Guring the courtship when Olga graciously gave 
him coffe with doughnuts dunked in salt Instead 
ot sugar 


Aer farming together ti 3083, ey both sold 
thelr farms, andy to Tol Tolonen, the closest 
neighbor, and Olga to Ted Sallor of Blackfalds, 
‘and then retired fo Sylvan Lake. 

‘Andy, during the years, had purchased a 
cabin, “Andy's Cottage, on Lakeshore. Drive 
Sich served as thelr home during te construc 
tion of their new nome, 





At the prosent time, Andy Is residing n ths 
new home, S22447A Avenue, ip Sylvan Lake, 
where he is enjoying good health 

‘During the retirement years he has enjoyed 
curling (lead ishing, camping and playing his 
faccordion. any nas three greatgranachildren, 
Bonnie and "Trevor Hietala and Kerr-Lyan 
Niemeta 

The highlight of his lfe was a trip mage in 
1067 back fo his homeland, the Ukraine, visting 
bis brother, Peter, and nis family. While there he 
Became ‘gotater fo ns niece's lle bey 

fer. For entertainment, Andy belongs to the 

Sytvan ate Curling Cub, Fviendship Ci, and 
the Svivan Lake Fish and Game Association 

‘Andy has certainly appreciated ana enjoyed 
being a part of the Eekville Commun 











JOHN NESTOR AND SUSANNA HEIKKILA 
FAMILY — by Jean Hictala 

‘Pather was born in Kuortana, Veasa Finland 
and grew up there, Ih those days there was a 
Movement of people wanting. to come. to 
‘Amerie, as they called It Father also wanted 10 
ome, so he came with ahumber offends in O- 
{ober 180, After sailing fortwo to three weeks 
they landed in New York, U.S.A. Tt was good 10 
{ued and once again. Their fret problem was to 
{ina employment and they worked their way 10 
Montana, and some wen! to Wyoming. Father 
Worked i the coal mines in Wyoming, Dut alte 
{arm i what he wanted to get started, He found 
ne in Stockett, Montana, and started working on 
‘hem he was not working In the mines. 

‘Mother was also born and raised in Finland 
close to the border of Sweden, Because of ths, 
She was able fo speak both Finnish and Swedish. 
She came with her two aus who were going fo 
‘Ameriea, They also chose Montana as thelr loca 
flon. They worked in Great Falls ~ mother join: 
Ing the staff at a boarding house, walling on 
fables. Tulse where she met this miner and 
farmer, cing in for meals. 

Dad and mother were married in Stockett, 
Montana in March, 1908. They made thelr home 
fn the farm, not foo far from Great Falls, The 
first calla of this family was sister Hilda, She 
frrived a week before. Christmas Day, They 
‘were happily settled in their own place, but this 
‘was not To continue for long. Agencies were tell 
Ing of tree land, lots of grass, good soll, but cid 
not mention the mine months of winter or any 
biter disadvantages 

Father was persuaded to go and sce for 
himself this fabulous country. He chose the NE 
5:30: The other three quarters had already 
‘been taken, Father worked on the homestead fo" 
three montis in the summer, and bullt a two. 
‘Toomed log House withthe help of otter Setlrs 
I April of 106 the family moved here, Mother 
and Hla came by train and stayed in the Alber. 
{Hotel in Red Deer unt Mr, 1. Hyvonen came 
to plek them up. Father came with the family 
belongings which they brought tothe homestead 























In the fal Hilda had a ttle Brother, Elmer 
being the newr addition te the family Over the 
Years the family grew to include nine children 
We were a happy family; sometimes we would 
fight over things but not often, for willow 
‘seltenes were so handy’ on the farm, and we 
respected them. 
fe are all grow up now, father and mother 

have passed awas, along vith four of our DEO 
fers. Father passed away tn 122, mother i 190 
Henry in 1996, George fn 1985, Eimer In 874 and 
Esdward in 196. 

‘lds (Hatwkins) lives in Ottawa. 

Elsie (Rasmussen) lives la Perdue, 
Saskatchewan, 

"Ted and Bill ive on the old homestead in the 
original house 

TTean, live on the farm with my husband, 
Henry Hiciala, 


‘THE HOGLUNDS 
‘Aaron and Mary Hoglund sith thelr three 
eniiren, Edith, Walter and A6)1a, moved from 
thelr homestead at Rocky Mouniain House it 
‘Tanary, 18, to a farm 85 miles northeast of 
Bekville, They’ had come to thelr homestead 
ftom Berkley, California, bu unfortunately ned 
torelecate because of the lack of schoa acities 
for the ehilgren in the Frisco district. The move 
Was a Two-day" trip, with the family and 
Belongings securely bundled into a horse-dravn 
slelgh. One night was spent with some trends at 
the halfway mark, and the Journey continued 
the next day. The weather was cold and there 
‘was plenty of snow, so the trp was quite an un 
‘dertaking, with the Norsesand the driver 
probably taking the brunt of the dscomorts 


















urs was a small mixed-arming operation 
soe had a te of everything — horses cae, 
pigs turkeys and chickens, grain and hay Tela 
{ihe work was all manual, wlth horses beng used 
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{or frm work a wel a or transportation, The 
Working of the land started in the spring with 
‘reparation of the land for seeding, and carried 
br throughout having and on into the fll when 
the’ grain was harvested by binder, and’ the 
stooke stood inthe fields wafting for. the 
inreshing crew fo arrive. The prairie chickens 
look advantage of the delay by perching on the 
‘looks and feeding from the grain inthe Heads, 
Even though one couldn't see the birds thelr 

resence. was evident because they” com. 
fmunteated ‘with each other by a dlstineive 
‘hlsting sound 

The Langer Brothers, Paul and Carl, had a 
threshing out and they would do the tnreshing 
for the otter farmers around the countey when 
thelr own threshing was finished. The erew con 
Hsted of the engine man (ne kept the tractor 
going, which in turn kept the separator in 
Motion), the separator men, grain haulers, and 
the bundie rack arivers. The sound of the tractor 
Blerted all of the neigibors that the threshing 
rew was approaching andi was a most delight. 
It sound."The neighbors al came to help, the 
men wherever needed and the women te ‘help 
‘ith the food preparation and serving. Of course 
{his Relp would all be returned when the thresh 
Ing outlt reached the nelghbors’ farms. 

‘One mht think that with the threshing com: 
pleted the work would be all done, but not so! 
Even though the grain was In the granary’ and 
the straw was in the stack, ready fo provide food 
land shelter for the cattle during the winter (nt 
{he heavy snowfall the horses and cattle were 
happy foraging in the telde picking up what the 
harvesting operations had’ left benind), there 
Was still work to be done. The next big project 
Was bringing in the supply of firewood for the 
Following year. The tees were felled ana logged 
Ih the Wwinteriime. The Togs were sawed into 
‘chunks tn the sprintime affer whieh came the 
‘Work of spitting the chunks’ into” stovesize 
pieces, whleh In furs had to be arranged in neat 
piles. One aways planned fo get enoWgh Wood to 
fst for the next year 

We children aftended the Estonian School 
where the teacher Taught grade one through 
trade eight, Our rst teacher was Miss Lillian 
Giive Benedictson (ater Mrs. Lewis True) 

2 trip to town, Torus, didnt come very oiten, 























bout one can well remember the 
There vou sev large barrels containing apples, 
Coffee beans, dried beans, and mixed hard can: 
fy. The purchases were wrapped In brow paper 
Sd tied with strong string” A five-cent bag of 
hard candy out of the barrel was always Included 
With the order. ‘That store string sras saved by 
‘winging (onto the ball already started. Mother 
ised the backs of Dad's discarded leather mts, 
{o.make covers for these balls of sting thus 
providing us with baseballs. Alwe then had t0.d9 
‘vas finda sick that most resembled a bat, and 
the game was on! 

‘nat the general store could not provide was 
ordered trom Eaton's catalogue, although 
‘Motner made most af our clothes we dld get a 
‘ew ‘util ordered from the eatalogue in the 
Spring, and usually another one in the fall Taree 
Weeks was a long time to watt for these new 
Stones come frm Eaton's in Whnipeg, bt It 
Was exelting when the large parcel dla rive! 
The dresses usually ‘it without too many 
alterations, but the dress-up shoes were worn 
Fogardless’of how they pinched or how long ft 
teak to break them In, ‘The arrival of the nest 
catalogue never Tost its ability to. promote 
‘wishta thinking 

‘Dad followed his trade as a painter and in 
terlor decorator and ne was kept busy nal of his 
spare time around the nelgharhood beautifying 
‘Homes and farm buldings. He was the councilor 
for the municipality fortwo terms. Mother and 
Dad partelpated In community efforts toward 
fund "raising for charitable and many other 
‘worth while projects by patting on plays and con 
feris at the various community hall, Mother 
totten gave helping hand othe teachers of coun 
fy schools witt thelr Christmas concerts, These 
concerts were the highlight of the ‘Christmas 
Season a each Schoo, with al the ehildren par 
tletpating. Mather played the plano and assisted 
With the singing and dancing. 1 later years she 
paved organ on Sundays atthe Sunshine Gospel 
Mission Church and, before the Estonian Sehoot 
Was moved away and the children bused to 
Eckville for classes, mother, Kate McKenzie 
and Faye Hoglund conducted a Sunday Schoo! 

las at the School 
‘Our first car was a Model T Ford, without 
sige curtains they eame later. To wonder and 























amazement a the passengers, they could ride in 
Comfort, protected trom the strong. breeze 
treated by the car In motion, as well e¢ natural 
‘weather elements, During the colder weather 
{hwo men were needed fo art this Model T-One 
fan ‘would Jack up a rear wheel to give It 
ffeedom {0 fevolve while the other ‘man was 
positioned at the front todo the cranking. 1 or 
When, the motor. started, the warming-up 
process consisted of a Tow rounds around the 
Barnyard with the chiexens squawking and fly 
Ing n every direction, losing feathers galore 
they made thelr escape trom this motorized 
monster. Tae Model T had.a running board and 
by stepping ont one could get in and out of the 
‘hile quite graceful. ‘The norse and buggy 
{ays were now of a past era! 

"The coaloll amp sat In the middle of the 
kchen fable, solong winter evenings were spent 
with the family gathered around, reading, doing 
homework, or playing cards. We children fre 
‘iwently quarreled over these card games and 
Gulte often Mother woula get so exasperated with 
Us that she would gather up the cards, ft alld 
from the kitchen stove, and throw the cards into 
the fire. How we acquired a new deck of eards 
fds not come to.mind, but {t must have been 
Waiter who purchased them, as he had some 
Spending money obtained by seling bis muskrat 
fd weasel skins. When he was old enoUgh he 
‘Would. accompany” Dad ‘on his painting and 
paper hanging joos in The urimertime and iis 
Es helped to increase his spending mone. 

“the food see ate was almost al ome grown 
‘or homemade and the aroma ofthat homebaked 
‘Bread as you approached the house was beyond 
‘description. You quickly opened the kitchen door 
{ind there they were ~ six or more loaves along 
‘with a quick flatbread baked and ready for im: 
mediate consumption with homemade butter, 
Food tasted so good that it is not suprising that 
the Idea sil persists that girls nowadays can't 
cok or bake and have the food taste “like 
‘Mother used fo make.” 

Tife Was hard. ‘The depression dampened 
‘many'spirls ~ the plans and goals that so many 
thad Were ether delayed or put aside forever. But 
fone always remembers the close community 
feeling and the nelghborlinss, People helped 
fone another, and the Joys and sorrows of one 
‘Were shared by al. In splte of the hardships, 
‘Was 2 good life? 

‘Walter Hoglund is married to Faye Meyers. 
tter many years of ving In the Elle area 
‘ney nave Fecentiy moved to Summerland, B.C 
Eat (srs. Albert Brooker) lives in Calgary 
She had wo sons, Bil and Ronald, who ae bit 
‘married Bil lives in Edmonton ang Ronald lives 
In Sherwood Park. Myla (Ms. Swanky Ives In 
Calgary. She has one 40m, Allan 

















HOGLUND, WALTER AND FAYE — by Faye 
Hogland 
‘Walt and were married December 1, 1841in 








Payeand Wate Hogan, 





the Lutheran Pastor's home in Red Deer. Tals 
‘Was followed by a reception for 2 fiends and 
{latives in the Club Cate banguet zoom in Red 
Deer, and an open dance at the Gilby Hall on 
December 1 

Walt, the only son of Aaron and Mary 
Hogland, was asked fo come and farm the home 
‘quarter. Farming, was all done with horses and 
Horse machiners,"There were some acres of open 
rain land and the rest was in hay. Since tls as 
the time of the beginning of te War, there were 
ho available men to be hired, so this was my 
Har of outdoor work. I learned fo drive horses 
land, as the years went by, got promoted fo the 


The next year Walt got Ray Meyers and Arvle 
‘Maki to help hima and his Dad in clearing a 
{quarter of school land across the road, which we 
fad leased trom the Government. (Later we 
Were able fo buy ths quarter.) Tne clearing was 
‘one by hand and axe, then George Tgnatius 
‘came with a breaking plow. Then came the tne 








to pick the roots before the land could be worked 
‘plor planting. The grain was eut witha binder, 
then had to be stoaked and te unt i came 
fur tur to thresh. Bill Palm, our nelghbor, had 
machine 

"Threshing time was quite @ hassle, but fun, 
too, cooking fOr a gang 9f 15 to 20 men, fin 
places and beds for some to sleep (although the 
Kelghbors would go to thelr homes)? and 
providing food and water for the horses. 
elghbors would all nelp one another a thls bus} 
Aime. Some would go fo help with the evening 
‘chores, then back again fo the gang for alee Dg 
Supper and piles of dishes to Keep the women 
base 

Tater, Mr, Jack Hil, ong-time friend of the 
family, gave us the opportunity to rent his to 
‘quarters of open land, and we eould buy Mis 
{hachinery in te bargain. This was a great boost 
{ors ag Nature Was good tous and we reaped a 
fair erop. Much of the income went back Into 
farming! expenses. Roy Saurl came with hls Cat 
tnd brush eutter and did some clearing on the 
School quarter, and George Tagatlus turaed the 
Sod. This work with the machinery made our 
farming much easier, but we were kept busier 
with the additonal Lad to tarm, We then bought 
{Mew more cows to add to our herd, and Bout 
hore hogs, as raising hogs was Wall's Dad's 
Specialty. Prices were good by this time, which 
‘ade if even more encouraging 

While I worked outdoors, ith the garden, 
milking cows, and ralsig chickens and turkeys, 
(Granny, as she was known (oallin the communi 
{y, Kept busy Indoors with cooking and dishes, 
‘We'd mile our four cows and separate the milk, 
then tate the cream tothe local creamery. The 
rll eas mixed with grain intoamash and fed 
the ehlekens and tte piglets, The income from 
fur cream would help fo fli our pantry with 

‘Saturday usually meant _a gathering of 
neighbors st our home. We would startup the 
fauna (steam bath) and after having @ ood hot 
bath te neighbors would enjoy visiting and the 
Catfee, fresh cinnamon buns, and cake that 
Granny had mage 

‘Walt played the drums n a band of five. Pred 
Moos played the guitar; Lorralne Havens the 
Danja? John Viltala the. violin; and Bob 
Matthews the plano. ‘They played at the local 
halls and in fhe tvinter months the dancing 
Ssuaily didn't end unt the Wee Rours in the 
Torning. Ia the summertime many times we 
Would just change our clothes and go straight to 
work inthe fila 

‘When an opening came in our local Co-op 
Store T applied forthe job and worked as clerk 
for 85 a'month for three years. When the war 
fended many of the boys were home again, pick 
ing up ther Jobs, and then returned to te farm. 

From Mike Rauman we bought a small un 
finished house which we moved Io the school land 
‘Warter — the realization of our ig dream 8f 8 

















home of our own, I made cupboards of apple box 
fs stacked together, and eurtaine from the four 
Sd sugar bags, rimmed with riekrack, We had 
no floor covering, but 'kept my floors alce and 
White by serubig them witha serub brash ana 
ie water. Art Dahl did few of the necessary 
carpenter repata, We wer o proud and RAPP 

‘To be prepared for the cold winter weather. 
swe would hal logs from the bush and then call 
the neighbours In agaln to saw the Wood into 
blocks when would fit Info our cook stove and 
larger ones to use In our air-tight heater 
Sometimes we would saw the wood withthe Big 
‘buzz sate, and hen the erew would go onto the 
‘ext neighbors Jb. 

‘Walt enjoyed hunting, so would weleome the 
winter, when Re would fake his gear, along with 
Some of the neighbors, and go west of Rocky 
‘Mountain House to hunt big game. These fips 
Always tested in a moose of el, whlch helped 
‘out our food supply, and we enjeyed the meat 
‘We often went to Buck Lake fishing, to give us a 
hange in diet. I lked the outdoors, aso, and 
‘would often go tagging along betind, 

‘Walt's community aclivites included several 
‘years mermbership oa the Tocal Co-op board, the 
Geeait Union board, helping to organize’ the 
Farmers Union and serving as president for a 
time, and helping withthe Curing Rink: We both 
enjoyed curling and spent two or three nights a 
‘Week ia the local rink as wel as taking partin the 
Donsplels. Walt became part of another band 
Called the “Harmony Five", wick became very 
popular in the community ‘and was kept quite 
‘uky This band was made up to Watt, John and 
[udwig Koots, Waldo Raabls and Bob Matthews. 

Under the leadership of Mr. John Lundberg, 
telephone service was’ made possible for the 
community Tt was great to Be able {0 com 
Tunleate without having tke othe nelgnbors 
{opass our messages along! Since this was a pa. 
ty'line it sometimes took time and patience 
Defore we could get onto the line for a turn at 
Tatking. Onee a week we would pk up our mall 
tom Andrew Parkiar's mailbox. We had many 
‘reclous visits with Baro and Jack Luomal 
tre would afte frudge through ine snow te spend 
2 Tull day there, and they would come to visit us 
in'relum. ‘The Sewing’ Circle provided some 
Socal life forthe ladies ofthe community. Once 
2 month we would go To one of the homes, each 
talting her turn. We'd spend a very full after 
Hoon, just relaxing, doing hand work, oF 
Somelimes the necessary darning, mending or 
‘otter jobs, and then eajoy & bountiful luneh 
Hetore rena home: 

‘We later bought a quarter of land from Art 
oakland another quarter from the Kost estate, 
neat to loom. Bente Dorchester farmed these two 
{quarters for 17 years, and after he retired To 
oklle Glen Rangen is now farming these two 
{quarters David and Bll MacKenzie are farming 
the seiol Land quarter. The hame quarter estate 














was sold to two of Mary and Aaron Hoglund’s 
[randsone, Billy and Ronald Brooker: 

Thad always been interested i bairdressing, 
so we decided that I should take the training i 
the Marvel Senoo! in Edmonton. 1 Started a hale 
‘dressing business in Zekville towm ln i955, and 
Was kept very busy and happy at my Job until the 
time we thought we would ike to make a change. 
‘As of 1978 we have a four-acre orchard and & 
home in Summeriand, B.C 

Many former Eckville people live here, and 
we have enjoyed visiling with them again. 


HOW 1 BEGAN FARMING DURING THE, 
DEPRESSION — by Herman Lapp. 

‘arrived in the Ekle iste in the winter 
of 193, atthe peak of depression. The first year 
found some work around Rekvile. The next 
year, with $25" down” payment,” I bought 
iTliy bush quarter on Seetion 1, northeast of 
Eckvile from the Canadian Pacific allway, 
‘That asthe time when established farmers had 
hhard times to make ends meet, bul there Were 
hot many cholees for me 

So, with $125 of capital and lots of optimism 1 
started serious farming wilt an axe (swinging 
‘my axe from dawn fo dusk). With help from Prt 
‘Kinna’s brush cutter and his brealing plow, 
broke about 70 ares of lighter patches of br 
land, 1 paid for gas, and the rest of he Work Wi 
fon time payments, We flashed breaking land 
Tate inthe simmer, so there was no time to ple 
fny stones of stumps, for T-bad to catch the 
inatvest work to make some money, as Thad none 
legh Harvest wages were from $L.0 to 8290 for 
fn iL-our day. Alter harvest {put up a 12 by 16 
foot frame cabin of umber from sawralls, The 
limber "cost from" $i0-S12 per 1,000, 
board feet 

During the winter, 1 was scouting for cheap 
machinery (todo the job ana fit pocket-bock) 
from publ sales to farmers’ yards. Was able fo 
buy ane seven-foot Massey Harris single dise 
fri, in working condition, for $10; one six-foot 
Single aise harrow whlch heeded some repalrs, 
{ori two ponies and collars for an ime pay 
ment trom the Thulbron family at Gilby. Also T 
bought for $9 other second hand harness from 
here and there. Igot wheat seed from F- Kiana 
fn time. I vented a team of horses {rom 
Relghbors, and then Iwas ready for the big fod 
‘head — putting in my first crops. The spring 
‘was late, 801 had no me fo pick any stones oF 
Sturnps, and {had to-do my’ best by rolling some 
ft them aside. Many times, though 1 found my 
‘ise ot drill ene or to fee off the ground. 

‘Living was eheap those days; eggs, Ove cents 
a dovens live pigs one to wo cents a pound: 
hotce steers fwo and a half to three cents & 
pound. No farmers Iiew charged anything for 
Negetables they were so cheap. also ald some 
Hsing. 

"That summer I cleared some more land and 
broke ft. In the fal T bought a six-foot second. 




















hhand binder to take off my crop, but found all the 
{roubles of the world were hidden in that binder. 
Somehow, I got my crop off and threshed 1500, 
bushels of Garnet wheat out oft withthe price 
Delng 0¢ a bushel, Did I feel rich! 

"You hear many young men £8), “Tt was easy 
toget started farming in those days" How many 
young men are willing t0 go through What you 
Just read 


ALEXANDER JOHNSON —by Annie Luoma 

‘Alenander Johnson waa born in Alavadele 
Finland, in 1678 In Finland, the namo was Har 
jurartich was changed to Johnson upon arriving 
In'the Unite States, 

Alce came to the United States as a small 
chi ind spent some time there before moving 
to Canada. te spent 4 years in Canada, Whlle 
living in the United States Alee had married 3 
widow with children, but mls wite and 
‘epehiidren all died of tuberculosis. 

‘ec farmed and resided on NE. 12-40:3.W5 
until hs passing in 1850, He ts buvled In the 
‘usamo Cemetery 


JOHNSON, CARL (CHARLIE) AND 
SARAH—by Sylvia Kujata 

farai_wan’ born in. Bralnerd, Minnesota 
USA a6 Serafina Cristie Byttynen on August 3 
1s and Charle (Cari) Johnson was born In 
Dawson, sfinnesots in 196 

Having come to vist Sarah's brother, John 
Byttynen, and her sister, Aurora Netsel afew 
times over the previews years, Challe and Sarah 
‘Johnson eame'to live in Canada July 1, 192. 











Tey had been farming {a North Dakota and 
before that had worked In Minneapolis and St 
Paul Minnesota, Her sister, Susan, and thelr Un- 
‘le Ei Joseph earne with them. They stayed with 
her brother: John Bytynen, unt they could find 
‘farm they wanted. They bought a quarter se 
tion previously owned by the Angle family, now 
‘owned by Rudelph Saari, Ina partnership deal, 
Winen the partnership broke up, Charle and 
Serah looked for 8 farm on ther own. In the 
me they lived onthe Wells farm fr afew 
‘Years (now owned by the Pstka family.) 

“Tney bought a CPR quarter, SW 1403.5, in 
1 and moved on to it when they nad all it 
tie house, a sauna and other farm buildings. 
‘They must have worked very hard, as this farm 
Was of virgin land. Taey managed to lear bits of 
land neve and there fr flelds and hay meadows, 
‘They ralsed mostly cattle and a few pigs and 
thlckens, ‘They seemed to enjoy fe there, and 
Slvays. seemed very happy even though the 
‘money earned from a small farm thea, a8 now, 
twas very ite, Sometimes Chatlie ad to g0 0 
Wwork dring the winter months af a sawmill 
the Gil district, and Saran went slong To cook 
for the ere, Tvemember the Winter of 1831 when 
‘we, my husband Elmer and T, together with ry 
SSsier and her husband, Viola and Art Bella, 
Sayed on thelr farm to take care oft unt 
‘Spun. 

(Charlie and Sarah were both very warm, 
generous people, and made thelr place a home 
fGrmany aman, young and ol, who needed help 
In those depression years, Tt worked bola ways, 
fas the men sometimes helped out with te work 
‘round the farm. 

‘Charlle had one son by a previous marriage 
sti ving in the United States. This was Bi 
Solnsony who with his wife, Ivy, stl ve In 
Havre, Montana, Sarah had beens pioneer of the 
disci years before, having become the young 
bride of Oscar Karjala, After thelr marriage 
broke ‘up, she went back to her relatives In 
Minneapolis, where she met Chale some Years 
tater 

‘Charlie's health began to fall, so they moved 
{o Bekvile, renting a Rouse for 4 whe, then got 
thelr savings together to buy a ite Rouse and 
ented out thelr farm. Charile died in the 
Cacombe hospltal after a lengthy flness and was 
laid to test it the Ekle cemetery. 

‘Saran, in splte of her arthritis and dlabetic 
condition and failing eyesight, determined to live 
fn in the ite house, This Would not ave been 
Dosslble if It had not been for her kind nelzhbors 
nd lends, Mrs. Agnes Bardenhagen, being a 
‘urs, helped out very much in splte of her Busy 
Iie, nthe fal of 1675 Aunt Sara didnot feel 
Wel, so stayed ‘with her sister, Susan, in Ber 
Maller for a few weeks, then went info the 
Tacombe hospital. She dled January 17, 1876 at 
the age of 2 Years and six mons She Was laid 
forrest beside ber husband in the Eekvile 
cemetery 






KIND, ALFRED WILLIAM 

‘Alfred Willam Kind was born in Not 
tinghamshive, England on November 77,1905. He 
‘came from England with his farlly in i812, and 
‘vas raised on a farm In the Rea Deer district le 
Inter farmed with hs father, Joa Alfred in his 

‘ited Joined the Army in 1841 and served 
with the Calgary ‘Tanks, Light Horse Artery, 
Signal Corps He saw action In Italy, Belgium 
fd Holland, withthe rank of Gunner 

‘iter his return to Canada In 105, Alfred 
oughta farm, NW 51:35, north of Gilby, in 
19H Here he bullt a home for himself and his 
father, John Alfred. Willam was noted for his 
beaut flower gardens and for his love of 
fishing. 

‘alfa ater, Yoh, passed away In 251, a 
the age of 8 years. alfred Wiliam passed a 
In'May, 941 at the Bekele hospital Hs land 
now owned by Bill Maddox, 





‘THE JOHN CHARLES KIND FAMILY 

Joke charles Kind was born In Not 
tinghamshire, England, on October 12,190, He 
came with his parents from England to the Red 
Deer district in 1912, where they settled on. 
farm. inthis area John received his edueetlon 
He married Celeste Stringer of Red Deer in 1927, 
And they lived on his homsestead Inthe Red Deer 
fea Unt he Joined the Canadian Army In 19, 
sa member of the 14th Army Tank Battllon 
He served in the United Kingdom and continen 
{al Burope. He was taken prsoner-otwar atte 
Dieppe raid in 1912 

‘Folowing his return tome from the Service in 
13845 he purchased the Kiana farm, 8200-3, 
fn the Medicine River in the Gilby district 
$845 Here Jonn and Cetete rated tx boys and 
‘three ils 

TBlen took her schooling in the Red Deer dls- 
trict. She married Roy Forrester of Red Deer 
dana they are now residing in Red Deer. Thelr 
free chldren are Lawrence, who married Bar 
Dara Hadden of Calgary, and who now, with son 
David, resides in the Ted Deer district? and 
Lorraine and. Marlene, who both are’ now 
reslding in Edmonton. 

‘Leslealso foo hs schooling Sn the Rea Deer 
district, He remained a becneler and nov owns 
the fara, § 2040-3 05. 

‘Ken took pat of his schooling in the Red Deer 
district and later attended the Andrew school 
Sind the Eexvile school. He married Linda Carr 
(f Red Deer. They, along with thelr sons James, 
Douglas and Ton, and daughter, Paticla, are 
now residing tn Calgary 

‘Geel was born in 1282 and passed away in 
swet, He married Vera Robinson of Red Deer 
2 tey ad ose son, Robert, who ves In ed 

Slanley recelved hls education in the Red 
Deer district, and in the Andrew, Estonian and 
Bekville schools, He married Deanna Davis of 








Red Deer, Along with thetr daughter, Pamela, 
‘hey now teslde in Svivan Lake. 

‘Vera also sttended school in Red Deer, An 
arewr, Estonian and Eekrille schools.” She 
married Graham Rennie of Red Deer. After Ii 
Ing in Fakvile from 1857 until 1967, they moved 
to Fort MeMurray, where they lived for about 
tive years. They moved back to Eekville i172, 
Where they are now residing. They ad four 
thildren. Carol and Loren are living in Bekvile 
Donna married Darcey Luts of Bekville and they 
Bare now residing in Rocky Mountain House. Lyle 
imacried Charlotte Molander of Eckvlle. They 
‘with thets son, Alan, are residing in Red Deer 

‘Ronald took his schooling In Red Deer, As 
rev, Estonian and Eekville schools, He 
married Patricia Wylle of Eekvlie, They’ and 
thelr two daughters, Cindy and Rhonda, reside in 
the Eekvile distri, 

‘rene received het educatlon inthe Estonlan 
and Eekville schools. She married Reg Wickens 
‘of Red Dees. Now, with thelr two children, John 
nd Colleen, they are living in Rocky Mouatain 
House 

‘Evan took his schooling in Fekvile, and later 
‘married Linda Thomas of Eekvile, They, ith 
thelr son Steven, reside inthe Gilby district 

‘John Kind passed away on February 22,1875 
at ine Rekvile Hospital. ils wife, Celeste, now 
‘esldes on the farm withthe eldest son, Lelie, 





KINGSEP, HENRY — by Mrs. Selma Pallo 
(Oils daugiter) 

Henry’ Kingsep was bora in 1870 on Horma 
Estate in Worn, Estonia, big farm or estate 
Where they employed about 13 workers, both 
men and women. Henry was educated to be a 
School teacher. The study of languages In the 
Higher forms of edueation was compulsory: as 8 
Fesult, my father spoke German and Russian 
fiventiy. 1 was told of when my father was 
teaching sehoot In the town of Nuustak that Re 
met my mother, Emilie Saar, daughter of 
Shoemaker there. ‘They fell in love: and. were 
married when he was 24 and may mother was 1? 
‘Years old. They lived in the tp storey ofa Dg, 
But very plain school Rouse where Dad and his 
Assistant were feaching. There were also some 
Duplls boarding there who only went home on 
‘weekends, Isvas born in that schoolhouse In 1888, 
4nd was 11 months ola when my parentssalled to 
Canade in 1a 

‘My father hid heard and read about this new, 
big country of North America where there Was 
freedom anda lot of unoccupied land for him and 
his fellow countrymen to live and raise thet 
families Also hs older brother, Chest, Who 
was a sailor, had visited Canada and’ was 
favorably Impressed with the wide open spaces 
Compared to the crowded conditions inthe tie 
Balle countries 

“atte ining that 











tracted the early setters 





was the fact that land Was avallable in Canada 
for the payment of only $10 under a homestead 





plan, The nomesteader got tte to the land, 160, 
eres, ater iving ont for theee years, and mak 

Ing. certain improvements. Father began to 
study the English language in preparation for'2 
fev lite arose te Aflantie. The family traveled 
{or three weeks on the ship before reaching New 
York, USA. 

"AS their destination was Canada, they com 
tinued thelr Journey by rallroad. As the ralway 
was already iad far as Red Deer, Alberts, 
‘hey stopped there and made thelr fist dwelling 
in'a crude Ite shack about to males east of 
‘Shivam Lake, then known as Shake Lake, in the 
Northwest Territories. Soon my Unele Christian 
8d his familly of five children took upland next 
to ours. im about three years time all the land 
tsround us was taken, leaving no room for Dad's 
countrymen who were to follow him soon 
‘Because of this, Father moved further west and 
took up land, NE #40-3-W5, on the benks of the 
Medicine River, where there would be ios of 
Water for people and ivestock, anda lot of unce 
‘upled land to extend into a sellement 

"That was. the beginning of the Afedicine 
valley community north of Eekwile in 1908, but 
of course Eekvila was not there at this time 

During the eariy years Father had to make 
the trip to Red Deer to get provisions and mall 
{or ourselves aad the neighbors. It took about 
‘three oF four days to travel that distance with a 
team made up of one horse and one ox. Since 
there were n0 s0ad whatsoever, ne had fo go 
through swamps and brush, often cutting down 
brush before he got through. To make travelling 
leven more aiffcult, rained a iol more in those 
Gays than It does now. Father often took shelter 
Under te wagon box when I rained and also dur 
Ing the nighis on those trips, The mosquitoes 
Were very numerous and oreated misery for oth 
people and livestock. Father would often bulla & 
Bontrein the pasture and the smoke would rive 
away these insects, especially at milking time. 
Por food he would snare rabbits and eaten ish i 
the Medicine River trom # boat of his own con 
struction, 

"Finally a ule store was opened about one 
rile north of where Belville now stands, My 
Sister and T had fo earry our homemade butter 
land our eggs over four mfes fo te stare to ex 
‘ange for other groceries, We would earry that 
bundle tea tothe middle ofa sitck with us gels 
ach faking hold of one end. We were allowed 
Sout 25 cents for two pounds of buter and the 
fggs were about the same price. When the seboal 
Was first bull close fo the store, we had fo walk 
the four and one-falf miles every morning and 
tvening for many months before our own cam 
‘munity was able fo build a sehool only one and 8 
Half miles away. My older sister and T were 
Almost of high sehool age before we could attend 
School regularly. Taree of my alder brothers and 
Hlsters an Tal started fo school together, along 
‘with the ebildren from about 30 other families of 
Dad's countrymen who had come out west and 











1d setted around us. Going to school tn those 
days seemed ike a pele to us in comparison 10 
the heavy work at home mailledng cows and dolag 
al Kinds of chores on the farm, helping Both 
Motte Indoors and Father outdoors 

My father was a haréworking man, and he 
bullt preclealy everything that we had in our 
home'In Medicine Valley — tables, chars, beds 
With nay as mattresses, and even a stave Out of 
Fock and stone, where Motner could even bake 
tread, potatoes and turnips. Dad also made a 
‘wagon. He soaked the boards in some sort of 
Solution to make them soft and then bent them 
inlo wheels. The Rouse was made of logs, with & 
‘Sd root and an earthen flor. Grase oon grew 
fn the root, Moss was stuffed In the cracks 
between the logs. Tt had just one small window. 
Later on, Dad added another room, whieh had a 
fioor of Boards 

Was at this humble place that Dad's father 
came to visi us from the Old Couey. How Well | 
femember the apples that he Drought! They 
‘vere the first apples that we children had ever 
Tasted, and they were so delicious! Unfortunate 
Iy, Grandpa soon got sick, and Dad had f0 go to 
Rist Deer to gota doctor. twas in the bitter cold 
of winter, so Dad fixed a tenton theselgh so that 
he and the doctor sould not treze todesth on the 
Iouay trp. The doctor examined Grandpa and 
left some medicine for hrm, but he dled betore 
Dad was able to return from the tip taking the 
Aoctor back to Red Deer. 

‘Dad made a colin himself and Grandpa was 
buriedon a hiliby the Medicine iver. There was 
rot a cemetery, a minister, of a church 
Anywhere nea in those days. The few nelghbors 
wwe had came together and sang hymns, and 
Some spoke. ‘The ladles covered the grave with 
‘wreaths of spruce bows and paper Howers 

Tn that same log shack two of my brothers, 
Henry and Otto, were born; also my’ sister, Em 
ma, now Mrs. Herman Lapp: my sister Agnes, 
now Mrs, Stabel, was born ile we were sil at 











Sylvan Lake. All the children were bora without 
the benefit of ‘doctor and_with 0. phone 
‘vallable fo call for help, and no roads to enable 
Anyone fo travel quickly. As the family grew 
larger, Dad started planning for a bigger house, 
(Out lana was almost all eavered sith tres, oth 
poplar and spruce, soe nad fo cut them down 0 
lear the land. He bull a saw mall tocut the trees 
{nto boards. The pile of lumber got bigger and 
bigger as the years passed by untll there was 
enough for a comparatively large house and a 
hew barn. Our frst barn was a sort of dug-out 
ttn a big plle of straw or ry grass on op. Iwas 
2 great day for us children fo move tao big 
House with alot of room to un around in ey two 
Younger brothers, Niek and Robert, were born in 
That new house. We enjoyed the new barn, t00, 
When It was finished, Year oso after the com: 
Pletion of the house. I is really sad) almost 
{ragle, when T think about all the hard work that 
Went inte bullding that house and barn under 
those ditneult circumstances and then have 
them Hoth burn down — the barn a few years 
before Dad passed away and the house about six 
‘Yeats ater his death, The loss was not covered 
byte Insurance In those days!_On the spot 
‘where. the arm once stood an ol! well now 
produces the “black gold” 

“Before many Years of farming Dad started 
concentrating on the building of threshing 
fnuichine. There was no outfit in our coramunity 
{nr many years later, and "necessity 3 the 
‘other of Invention. We grew oats and Barley 
And a tie winter rye. Wheat didnt seem tobe 
fultale for the cool, Wet summers we had then. 
{With the help of us older children and that of & 
few nelghbors Dad threshed the ite grain that 
Wwenad, and then weat on to taresh the neighbors! 
rat, 

amazes me now when I think of now much 
Dad was able to accomplish, yel he never 
Seemed tobe too bus to help hs labors of 
five advice when consulted: He helped to Dulld 
the new neighbors’ dwelling places ana his eam 
‘otorse and an ox was often put fo Work fo plow 
fan" acre or s0 for them ta use for planting 
Potatoes anda garden. In order to buy the 
Recessary'farm machinery and livestock the 
‘men of the famlly often had to go out to earn 
‘money by working on building railroads and 
bridges. Wile the men were gone Dad assumed 
the responsiblity of getting the provisions and 
the ‘mall trom Red. Deer tor many of, the 
neighbors. Since Dad could speak four 
Tanguages, he was able to Help many with theit 
language problems, being able to interpre! for 
those In alifiulty with speaking or writing. He 
learned the Finish language from the Finns lv. 
Ing fo the south of us. Dad took no pay for his 
help, but eounted it a privilege to be able te help 
those ess fortunate than he. 

“Taxes were pald mostly by working on the 
bullding of roads. The community halls and the 
schools were built largely by tree Tabor, 











everyone giving of his time and energy’ for & 
‘community project, Dad was very iterested in 
Snyihlng whlen be thought would help toimprove 
and advance our community, and took the lead in 
Promoting many undertakings of a community 
hature. He helped to organize the local Co-op 
Siore, ras a stout supporter of the UF-A. move. 


ment and'a member of the Gilby local He hed 
the gift of expressing his Views Very clesrly and 
logically, and was often the spokesmen {or 
sroups 

Tn spte of so many other activities and tn 
terests Dac founa time for muse, to. He played 
‘the violin very well and his experience inthe oid 
‘country as a choir master encouraged hmm t0 
frganize and direct a chair hich he Kept up 
‘Almost until he end of his fe. He helped his own 
hlldren and otter young people, to get a start 
playing the Violin. He puretased two violins from 
2 Secondhand store for only three dollars. One 
‘vas for him to use, and the ether for us ehlidren 
to practice with. Later, when my slater and I 
‘Were in high schoo), Dad bought 8 second-hand 
trgan. He and same ofthe children enjoyed pay 
Ing on I, too. 

'MY childhood recollections are that my father 
governed hls children with afm but gente 
fand. He believed In equal opportunities for al 
Weilooked up fo him as 8 man ot wisdom and fait 
Judgement. We have certainly missed ‘hs wise 
founell since he pasted away on December 7, 
1129 atthe age of 89 years, He was buried in the 
Gilby Comotery on a cold, bitter, blizard day, 
‘with tree feet at snow on the ground Despite the 
xireme cold about 300 neighbors and trends 
{gathered fo pay thelr last respects to one of OXF 
first ploneers In the Medicine Valley. 








‘The history of the children (and their 
familes) bors to Henry and mille Kingsep 
follows 

Enda Kingsep MMottus was one of the frst 
‘ones to attend the Estonian Stool when It was 
Bult in 010: She married Gust Mott, a farmer 
They farmed north of Bekvlle and also raised 
berries. They were members of the Farmer's 
Unlon and the Cop Store. They later moved to 











the (own of Hekville, where Linda was a cook in 
{he Nospitalfor ive Jears without missing one 

‘Gust and Linda raised one son and twin 
daughters. ‘Their son, Rudy, took over his 
father's farm, He and his wife, Myre, ralsed 
five children. Their son Arnold lives close to Red 
Deer with his wile and two children, ‘Their 
daughter Jean (a nurse) married Joe Makl and 
fey live close fo Eekville with two chllaren 
‘Their daughter Helen married Les Davenport 
‘They tive in Calgary with two daughters, Cherry 
and: Angela 

‘nda and Gust's daughter Emma married 
‘Arcile’ Hubtala, who was an electrician IN 
Eckutle, They operated an electric appliance 
sfore and repair shop owned by Pritz Kina, 
‘Archie served on the tol counell ot Beeville, 
They now live in Edmonton where Archie ts 
Supervisor of electrical construction at 
Athabeske Tarsands Plant. hele daughter Lymn 
iS a graduate ofthe University of Alberta in Ed 
‘monton and works in the archives in Calgary. 

‘Emma's Wwin alster Else went to business 
school in Calgary, then married Vernon Brewer, 
fan accountant in. ‘Torento, ‘They have three 
hirer. 

‘Unda passed away in 1967 at the age of TL 
years, Her son Rudy, predoceased her. Gust 
assed away in July, 1977 

‘Selma Pallo (Kingsep) went o gh school in 
Red Deer. Selma took a business course in E4- 
monton, where she later worked as a 
Stonographer, She married Henry Pallo of Red 
Deer in 182. They have two children, Dalsy is 
married to Leoa de Leunay, an electrical 
{engineer with Ball Telephones in Montreal. They 
have thrve children. Jack works at Red Deer 
CCiy Hall, For many years ne was assistant ity 
treasurer and now ie internal auditor. Selma 
passed away’ in 1876 at the age of 18 Years, Her 
husband, Henry, predeceased her. 

‘Agnes Stabel (Kingsep) was a teacher and 
taught at Benjamin and Andrew schools, She has 
livea with her faally n south Alberta, Dut she 
‘and her husband Neils are now retired and ive it 
ea Deer. She had five enldrea, all of Whom 
‘tended Bible School for two years, except for 
the youngest. Her daughter Violet passed away 
In-iS62 All Your sons became teactersaltnough 
oniy Franklins teaching now. Robert and Fay’ 
‘mond are now bullding oatractors ana Arnolds 
auminister. Agnes and Nells have 16 
randenildren 

Henry Kingsep Jr, was a bachelor, and 
farmed north of Eekvile, next to hls parents 
farm where we grew up He took an agreuitural 
‘mechanics course in Calgary for one Year. He 
twas a trapper of muskrat and beaver ~ mostly 
In the Medicine River, Henry pasced away i 
168, and is buried in the Gilby Cemetery. 

‘Emma Lapp (Kingsep) was born at Eckvile 
land went to Estonian Sehool She took her high 
School in Red Deer and Eemonton (here she 











also took some nurse's training). She worked in 
Galgary and Vancouver for a few years before 
She married Herman Lapp, a farmer north of 
Ecwville, They lived on the NW 1340-505 for 
nearly 40 years and carved a modern farm and 
ome oui of the wilderness. They Talsed 
registered seed grain and purebred eatle, Later 
fon they rented out part of thelr land, and turned 
{o contmerclal eatte feeding in a modern way. 
‘They were also busy with community activities, 
Hernan was a charter and. provinclal board 
fhember of Eekville and Distret Credit Union: 
{or iO years he was a member ofthe Eekville Co 
op Association; he was board chalrman when te 
‘ew store and feed mill were Dull. He served as 
member of the Hosptal Board. when the 
fhurser' residence was fished, He was chal 
‘man of the Gilby rural electrification association 
provisional board when it was organized and 
Took part in many farm organizations. Exams 
was detive as a member ofthe Home and School 
Executive, a member of the Hospital Auxillary, 
Sind of Charen and Estonian Ladies Ald, Ske alse 
participated in_musteal and. other types of 
Programs st the Estonian and Gilby Halls. In 
URE Herman and Emma retred in a more 
moderate climate in thelr Home in Penticton, 
BC, and are taking an acdve part in the new 
Retizement Centre, such as square dancing, 
fnierlainment and’ executive duties, Herman 
ind Emma ratsed two daughters and one son. 

‘Gloria and June attended high school in 
‘Eek and they both have thelr names on the 
Eckjord Trophy for being the best all around stu 
Gent of thelr class. They both hed training tn 
Dlanoy and also teacher training. Gloria taught 
Schoo! in Edmonton for-a fev years, then 
married br. John Lange. They moved to Penn 
Sylvania, US.A. They have three chilren. 

“Tune got her Bachelor of Education Degree 
and taught school in Lacombe, She went on & 
‘world Your and settled dowa in Australia, where 
She married Anthony Acton. They live nthe ety 
‘ot Melbourne and they own and operate thelr 
‘en graphie art nd print shop. 

TRoy also took fis fig school at kv, and 
played trumpet in the Eekville and Bentley 
Bands, He took a three-year course at NAIT In 
Edmonton. He married Frances Frid of 
Eckville, daughter of John and Anne Frid. They 
tvork forthe ey of Edmonton and lve in theit 
bn home in Sherwood Park. He Is an executive 
{ntelecommunlcations fice and Frances works 
{a ety office as Intergoveramental assistant. 

‘Otto Kingsep was 18 years old when he left the 
farm to attend SAIT in Calgary, He became a 
Journeyman electrician, machiist and welder 
Alter some years a superintendent of a 
Imanutacturing plant, he went Ino. techalcal 
‘education and worked af a teacher, department 
head, and, forthe last 20 years as shop director 
land sehool planning official. For several years 
he worked in underdeveloped countries, setting 
up technical training programs and schools. His 
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‘aughter Karen lives in Edmonton, Son David 
passed away in 297. Otto and his wite Vina are 
ow retired in Penticton, B.C, He sa member of 
the Penticton “Tune Agers" a group of retired 
‘musicians, He teaches and calls square and 
ound dances, 

"Nick Kingsep was active In Estonian Society 
and in other elubs for many Years while on the 
farm at Eckville. Atter he lett the farm he 
worked a3 an eleetrctan in Calgary and Tater 
twned and operated a lunch counter in Pondka, 
Hie married a nurse at the Ponoka Hosptal, and 
then te and Rita moved fo Calgary, He enrolled 
in'war emergency classes and became 
machinist. He advanced to foreman, production 
manager, and finally owned and operated his 
fon manufacturing plant. Some of the items he 
‘manufactured were covered by his own patents 
His latest venture was a farm machinery 
‘manfactucing plant in Lacombe, Nick and Rita 
‘re now relired and living in Calgary. They have 
‘one’ son, Gary, a meenanical engineer In 
Cigars, and tvo grandebiiren, 

'Robett Kingsep married Lila Wester and they 
took over the home farm. He designed and Dut 
{wowater well drlling rigs and was in the water 
‘wel ariling business for many years, mainly for 
ol companies. 

‘Thele two children grew up on the farm and 
went to Eckile School. They both played in the 
School band. Robert Jr. worked with Ris dad for 
Several years betore be moved to Edmonton, 
Shere he worked for an auto Supply company, 
He later tained as a computer technician and 
programmer. He now works as a programming 
Sonsini ie, ane, ho 
pharmacist live in Edmonton. Tney have one 
Saughter, Lyann who married Art Gagne, a 
Ssehool teacher. ‘They live in Vermilion, Where 
‘rt teaches science in igh schoo! 

Robert passed away in 187i, having been 
predeceased by his wife, Lila 


‘THE ROBERT KINA FAMILY — by Robert 
inna’ 

Robert spent hls boyhood working on is 
father’s and grandfather's farm He eventually 
purchased hs grandfather's (John Kiana's) 
Homestead. In.1838 Robert married Julla 
Solberg, trom Bentley, and they moved to a 
Spall house onthe farm. There a daughter, Edna 
‘Marilyn, was bora. Times being hard on the 
fan, he fn the opportunity the goverament 
‘gave and went fo Calgary to take a goverament- 
Sponsored machinis’s course. When twas com- 
Dlted he moved with his family #0 Edmonton 
Workin he alreraf plant. When that plant closed 
he got employment In ine Canadian Natlonal 
Rallway machine sop. Walle working there, his 
Gaughter Judita Marie and son Ronald John 
Were born, In 190, betng bored with turning out 
Wheels for freight tras, he went to Montreal 
lind Toronto and tok a course asa diesel teckal- 
clan on the Canadian National mlerowave 



































system. When that was completed he got 
employment at Truieh, on the Alaska Highway 
‘38 manager of the Canadian National Repeater 
Station. Walle there the Kinna's adopted a son, 
Kevin Daniel, When that office closed, taken 
aver by remote contra, he moved to. Dawson 
Greek and.on to the Lite Smokey Repester 
Stations. ‘The “opportunity arose, apd. he 
transferred to Lioydminster as a diesel techn 
clan tn charge of seven microwave sites from 
‘North Battietond to Vegrevili, 

‘in 1815 Robert reached Fetiement age and 




















retired to Pamonton, but he spends a good deat 
Or his time at the horse on the farm four miles 
forte of Eckuille. That has been the site of his 
holidays for many Years, with an annual beet 
barbecue, 

Daughier Marilyn married Arvon Stacey 
they have two daughters, Jilane and Kathy 
Mariya teaches school at Lamont and Arvonis& 
Ssalesinan for Douglas Rentals 

Judy married Robert Worden. They have one 
son, Casey. Judy works as a key punch operator 
ian uptown Edmonton office and Robert has @ 
Uvestock trucking business 

"Ron married Inge Grunert and he works as an 
lectical engineer” for” Alberta Government 
‘Telephones: Inge isa pharmacist They have one 
son, Steven 

‘Kevin Kinna is presently at home, attending 
Ross Sheppard High School 

“The Kinna family roots began at Eckville 
fand that seems to be where they will remain, 











‘THE KOOTS FAMILY HISTORY 
Paul Koots came to Canada with his brother, 
Pte, In Maren of 190 irom Estonia, Paul wa 
married with three small boys, and Peter was 
je. They heard of the oppottunities In the 
west and wanted fo take advantage of them, 
Because Paul did not have the money for 4 fare 
to Canada and since his brother did hot want fo 
0 slone, Peter lent him the money. They landed 
{Sn Halifax end traveled to Rea Deer by train and 
‘ere able to get transportation to the present 
Eckville area, where they knew some Estonian 
families. Peer obtained SE 1640.5 and Paul 
SW 10<0.5:45 as homesteads, The two brothers 
bulit-a small twezoom Tog cabin on Peter's 
Homestead, They then got work on the raliroad 
laying tes and tracks and pouring cement for the 
bridges, They worked west of Calgary into the 
‘mountains, ‘heir biggest problem was that of 
lenguage. Of the group of Hstonlans Working for 
the raliroad one spoke a little English and acted 
35 Interpreter. Peter had some. acres broken 
‘with seeding and harvest both done by hand 
With Paul sending some money to is family in 
the aid country and paying Peter back, there was 
Iie left to save from hls wages. This was Very 
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discouraging and he began to think of returning 
to Estonia 

in the meantime the family of Jaan Teener 
had heard of alige Koats ot being able to jin 
her husband in Cenada andloaned er the money 
Teallzing Paul would pay him when he could, 
‘lide wrote her husbaad af her good fortane and 
(with her three sons, Ferdinand, Carl and 
Wioldemar, sailed for Canada. Pail had paid 
‘back the oan from his brother and saved enough 
for a fare back to hls family. He went to Red 
Deer and gave up his homestead then went {0 
lek up the last of hs mall before buying the 
Heket back tothe old country, Inthe mall was the 
letter from his wife telling thatthe family were 
fon thelr way to Canada. “Tnelr boat docked tn 
Halifax after a journey on Which Allde had been 
very sick. Jaan ‘eener and daughter Anna 
‘ratened over the boys during the trip. Allde gave 
the Teeners ner blessings and. was forever 
{rateful forall they had done for her. They all 
Errved in Red Deer in the spring of I9fs. Paul 
‘ade transportation arrangements for them 9 
his brother's homestead and the family settled 
Into Peters cabin. Paul ed taken another 
homestead, NE 16-403,V5, and on ts land the 
brothers, bullt another house, twice as Big as 
Peter's This was the Koots family's first heme 
since Paul was marsied. After awhile there was 
‘mn dalton to the family, twin boys were born, 
John end Ludwig. ‘The bigger boye were con 
Scripted as babysliters when thelr mother had 10 
‘work outside. Once when neighbor ladies carne 
to'see the. twins, the babysitters had dls 
appeared. Tele mother 8 not find out about 
th until sometime after. Later daughter, 
‘Adele, was born and she remained the only gin 
{nthe family, The family's ast child was another 
boy, Ernest, born on the day of Ade and Paul's 
sliver anniversary 

‘A few acres ofland were cleared each vear by 
hand, and eventually Peter and. Paul each 
ought a horse. Tals made a eam whieh both of 
them used for work, Pail oughta democrat 
‘whieh ‘was Used Tor family outings tor years. 



























































Later each bough another horse and had a team 
this own. Alog bar and later a granary were 
Dullton the homestead. There were several Esto 
‘lan families in the district now and mixed tn 
tri these sere Finnish, Norwegians, Swedish 
lind some Germans. A schoolhouse was bull for 
the children of the settlers, some of them belng 
more than 10 years of age. All of them had to 
{earn to speak English frst, then to read and 
rte the language. Most of those who attended 
the sctool were’ able To complete the eighth 
rade 

“There was very ute tn the way of medical 
facilites inthis alstret.Alide Koot’ services ag 
midwife were often called upon, since all 
Sebles were born at home. 

‘When Ferdinand was old enough he went to 
work at the Red Deer saw mil, Cart went fo work 
Inthe first co-op store in Eekville when he was 16 
and had completed his Grade 8, He boarded in 
{oun witha family and bought a bieyee to come 
ome with on Saturday afternoons after the store 
Ned closed. Paul bought second-hand violin, 
Snce he was able to pay a few tunes on It. Cari 
false beeame interested In music and began fale 
{ng violin lessons from Arthur Kina. John’s In 
terest in the violin was aso arouse, that being 
the only musteal instrument in the house, e 
borganized'a group of young people to form an 
borehestra, inthis group Ludwig played the flute 
{and Walley the cello. There were many socials 
And Christmas concerts where these Tocal young 
people performed. Later he established dance 
brehesttas where he played the saxophone and 
Tuwig the tuba. Jono stualed the Violin inthe 
‘Alberta College in Edmonton 

"The Estonian Hall was built In 1818 on two 
acres of Kools land. Patl and Ferdinand took ac 
five part inthe buliding ofthe hall, with the rest 
of the Estonian Society members, 

1h 1819 he family bought thelr frst car — a 
tov? model Maxell. In 1919 they also Bought & 
seam engine and separator for threshing. This 
butt aa lot of custom work inthe ares, Cart 
Worked with Ferdinand. as. engineer and 
Separator man. When Ferdinand dled in 
November of 1951 of pneumonia, Carl had to 
Tearn tobe a steam engineer and apply for ape. 
mil to operate It. Walley later’ went to the 
Institute of Technology and Art, after working 
for a farmer in Barons, Alberia, and took & 
Steam engineering course. He completed this 
land weat fo work inthe Turner Valley Gas Plat 

"Tne family lived In the fog house will 1883 
when the boys bull a new house. When tractors 
fame into existence the steam engine and 
Separator were sold, Car bought a general stare 
in'Syivan Lake with Tke Kalla and later bought 
Tes share, asthe effets ofthe depression were 
felt. Later; Walley came tnto the business as 8 
ppariner. Carl married ‘Thelma Wight from In 
Bistail and had ‘wo daughters, Doriane and 
‘Bonita, Poul Koots died in i895 from a heart 
tack, Cari dled in 1947 after complications set in 


























after an operation. & tow years later Thelma 
‘married Walley and had one son, Rodney. 

‘Adler puble school Adele Went a Olds College 
‘and corapeted the Home Eeonomles course. She 
Inter enrolled at the Calgary Tstitute of 
‘Technology and Art in the Fine Arts course. She 
DDegan clerking at her brother's store in Sivan 
Lake during the depression and in 1942 met 
mnest Dorenester. 

Harold Dorchester, his wife and two sons, 
‘william and’ Ernest, came to alberta tor 
Coderre, Saskatehewan in 1887 and settled north 
‘of Leslovile, In 1942 Ernest and Adele were 
married tp 846 Harold and his wife went to B.C. 
Wwith. son Willlam following the next spring. 
Ernest Dorehester bought the Fritz Kina farm 
three miles north of Eekvile, After 29 years of 
farming. they sold it and moved Into Bekville 
where Ernest is now selemploved as. & 
Carpenter. In is free time he gots and cuts 

“Ernest Kools was able fo complete his high 
school education When the. war broke out he 
joinea ihe Air Foree. He met Jeanette 
‘MacDonald from P-E-1 while inthe service and 
‘married her In 198. They have two chlldren, 
‘Janet Ante and Donald. Ernest bought a store it 
Hrespero whieh subsequently burned down. He 
then moved to Nordegg where he managed a 
Brocery store for ihe Big Horne. Trading. Co, 
Enter he moved to Edmonton where he worked 
for 8 short time in Woodwards. For more than 
the last 20 years he has been a salesman for 
‘Burns Foods. After graduating trom high school 
{in 067 Janet-Anne recelved her degree n Honors 
Chemistry from the University of Alberta and 
ther Masters in Madison, Wisconsin. Donald also 
{graduated from highschool in Eamonton and got 
bis degree in Edueation from the University of 
Alberta, 

‘Cudig married Leida Kirves in 1851 Lelda's 
parents; Thomas and Minna, came to Canada In 
Toso. Her mother died three months 
later: Thomas and her brother, Herbert, moved 
to Vancouver bul Thomas camé back to Bekele 
twhere he died In 1092. Herbert stayed in Van. 
ouver where he married Erna Mula and ad 
three sons, Thomas, Madis and Andres. Leida 
fand Lidwig have two sons, Ronald and Clarence. 
‘They both received thelr grade schooling In 
Eckville and went on to the University of Alber- 
ta, Ronald graduating with a degree in 
Agriculture and Clarence a degree In 
Baueation, ‘They ave very sportsminded and 
have taken part In local sports throughout schoal 
land after. Ludwig was also involved in sports in 
fis younger days. Ludwig stayed with the farm 
fand is mechanially Inclined as well as belng 
handy wth carpentry tools He farmed with is 
‘brother John. John never taarried but with his 
Tove of music and hobby af making violins he 
lived in contentment. He dled ota heart attack in 
1914 His mother, Allde, had dled in November of 
495. Ludwig is stl ving on his father's second 
homestead where he grew up. 











Peter Koots met his wife, Marie, through a 
Estonian newspaper from New Yorks ‘They had 
three daughters, Selma, Amanda and lla. Ashe 
igrew older, friend convinced hima to rear to 
Russia whl te fiend, of course, did not follow. 
Peter felt with no boys fo fake over his farm he 


Would have a very hard life In his old age. 
Although Paul tried, he could ot change his 
brother's mind. In 1821 ho sold Als farm fo Hs 
nephew, Cor, and left for Russa with his family. 
He died a couple of years before Paul did while 
‘Matle dled in he spring of 16 








LANGER, Carl and Anna 
‘Cart Gustav Langer and bls brother Paul 
‘came to the Bekvlle district about 1902 from. 
Estonia, They filed oa homesteads about 1805, 
five and one Ralf rales morth of Eekville on the 
‘eas side ofthe road. Carl homesteaded the NW 
{et0'S.WS, and Paul on the SW 1040-3. 

‘Ama Teener arrived, also trom Estonia, a 
while later, Anna wae a relative of the Kina 
amily. Her sister Emma Tomingas and John 
Tomingas family homesteaded a short distance 
West, across the Medicine River, later known as 
the frle Bardenhagen place: Carl Langer and 
‘Aina Were married abou! the year 198 

‘Up until this time Cart Langer worked {0 
clear a ite bit of land by hand and ax tory to 
fgeta start This was done a ite ata time, In 
Setween other jobs that he could get to have 
some income, a there was none from the farm 

‘Some of te neighbors and he worked an the 
railroad otf and on. Alot ofthe time at Banff and 
‘anashts, where the railroad was belng bull at 
the time” Travelling by hand car fom anit 
Where they! were staying, to thelr work on 
Dullding the raliread, and ia the winter shovel 
Ing snow by hand to clear tracks That were 
‘rited, Besides al this there were bulldlgs of 
Sorts started on the farm, all outa logs cut from, 
the homestead, Farming started with tvo or 
three cows, chickens and maybe a lg, and even 
{wally horses, by sich all the work was done. 

lorses were the most popular mode of work 
and travel Once in a while-a trip to town was 
done by democrat along a dusty winding Toad 
Sround every slough and pot ole onthe way, and 
fording streams. Before the democrat and horse 
many’ tripe to town had. to be on foot, The 
Glmberat ras aso pons for otis wach a8 © 
fet together sith neighbors or berry pleking. 

‘Around the year 1908 Carl Langer and his 
brother Paul Langer purchased a steam engine 
fand a threshing machine, by mortgaging ticle 
Romesteads and everything ese they ved, a5 
there was very ite cash available. This was the 
only machine for threshing inthe area, and the 
farmers who had a crop had to cut it inte bundles 
find put (ria stacks in the fall. The threshing 
‘utat went around ta each farm and threshieg the 
rain from the stacked bundles. 

"The first few years of the Langer Brothers 
operation they threshed crops forthe farmers ll 





































winter long, all the way from Sylvan Lake tothe 
Teedale afea, moving the separator with the 
steam engine: When the snow got deep they had 
{our oF six horses hitened to the trot of the 
Seam engine to help move It from farm to farm. 
Wit the Rep of some ot the Relahbors, who 
Would go slong and pitch bundles, nau! grain 
nd haul water and firewood for the steam 
fngine, They kept on threshing Ul everybody's 
trope were Uhreshed. The tareshiag from the 
bundle stacks required about elght men and 
twnen they threshed the bundles stooked In the 
| elds Sfequired about stx to twelve teams of 
horses. with bundle racks, two tld. bundle 
Diteners and two spike pitekers at the machine 
ne steam engineer was Paul Langer, who had 
fo" have’ a government qualified boller 
bngineer's certificate, the water haullng man, 
‘who usually handled the wood for fuel for he 
Doller and a separator man, Carl Langer, (9 set 
find adjust the threshing machine, a (otal of 
About elghteen to twenty men, Usually the outfit 
Srorked shor! handed as help wasn't always 
{vallsble for a full crew 
‘The separator was a new Case 28 inch 
machine, about $1208 ‘The steam engine may 
have been & Sawyer Massey used steam tractor, 
bout $90 Horses were worth about $10, cattle 
bout ‘$2 ‘Threshing wages were about one 
Gollar & day, and a dollar day for team of 
Horses. a there was very title money To be had 
fost ofthe work was done and pala by exchange, 
by doing. @ days work for a. days. Work Is 
Feturn, oe payment in grain or feed. A very 
helghtonly “feeling. persisted and everybody 
pltehed in and helped wherever it was needed. 
When the work was done they dign't ask for pay, 
| because there wasn't any. Usually a thank you 
wavall they got andusually were very happy and 
Tewarded from the visit and the company of 
other people, 

‘A hhree furrow breaking plow was also 
purehased and some ploing was done with the 
team engine, but this was not foo succesful ast 
required a lot of help to operate and the land 

















vas cleared of rash by band a he les were 
{oo small for this type of operation, The steam 
engine threshing went on til about the year 199, 
‘when Cart purchased a new Wallis gas tractor 
‘with extension wheels and steel lugs for $120, 
‘whlch was used for Ukreshing and cther work 
‘The steam engine was sla Yo Bil Dirsen for hs 
lumber mill at the north end of Sylvan Lake. 

Horses were the most popular mode of work 
and travel up ntl then. Cart Langer, Frit Kln- 
‘a and Chariie Raabls bolt @ brush cutter that 
‘vas drawn by about six horses. Tals made land 
Clearing ite easier. ‘The men hed to Dulld 
‘everything for this machine, even the cutter 
‘lade, ‘They had fo eut-a sawtooth edge on the 
buffer blade with ehisels and hammers 

“These three men along with thelr neighbors 
were insirumental In bulling the fist roads 
Thetr area with two horse sips and four horse 
Slips or fresnos for moving the earth. Spade and 
‘Shovel and ax eut trees from alongside the Toad 
for corduroy base in soft places In the road and 
for culverts, Roads usually had to be bult 
found sloughs — the easiest route. There were 
flso a fe teams of oxen used inthe road work, 
ana seen travelling on the trail. One 
fomesteader inthe area had one horse and one 
‘oxen and he worked with this odd (eam for many 

‘about 2990 a small Cletrae track tractor 
was purchased for farm work, but many a 
Morning when the old” Cletrae, gas” engine 
Wouldnt start te horses were sill there and 
Tore reliable at that stage of mechanical ma- 
hiner 

‘In about the year 1917 an Everet touring cat, 
with water proof removable. ot folding oot, 
removable clrtane with cellule windows, car 
Bae lmps or ents, runing ards and 
‘Vacuum tank for Keeping a stendy flo of gas 
Was purchased, "This may have heen the frst 
(cor inthe district, 

"The Langers were active In gtting the Esto 
nian schoo! bull and operating, for many years 































an Institute of learning. It was located on the 
forth east corner of the Langer land. Here the 
hlldren of the district received thelr first lear 
hing, They were also actively involved in the 
bullding and operation of the Estonlan Hallas 3 
fommunity center 

"The Eekville and Gilby Coaperative Co. Ltd 
was registered as a company wn ited Nabul 
{panda capital of $0,000 on September I, 1912. 
‘The first Provisional Board of directors and the 
first seven share holders were: President — E 
MM Matchett ~ farmer. Viee Pres, ~ Fritz Kiana 
M yarmer. Sec. Treas, — Arthur EF. ektord— 
farmer. Director — Carl Langer — farmer, 
Dizector— R Stopsen farmer. Director ~ A. 
Rangen — farmer. Digector — C. Kasper — 
farmer. Witnessed by Arenfbaid Litt, Fekvile, 
Alberta, who twas th fst manager. 

‘Garland Anna Langer had a fal of six sons 
and one daughter 

‘Paul Leonhard — farming inthe district, as 
married o Velma Gyor! on November 2, 1958, 
‘They had 9 family of two sons and (0 
daughters. Beverly, Mrs. Ke. MeKendie Is 8 
feacher for the Calgary’ Board of. Educétion 
Paula works forthe. Alberta ‘Government 
‘Telephones in Calgary. Kenneth farms inthe ds 
{oie Leslie passed aay n 1964 and Is buried in 
the Glib cemetery. 

Arthur — operaied a hardware business in 
Eekville fr 28 years and installed and operated 
‘coin laundry and ear wash In the town. He is 
how retired 

Robert — marsled Weema in 188, had two 
sons and one daughter. Robert in Britis Colum. 
bia, married with wo chldzen: ayrna in Betsh 
Columbia, married with one daughter: Gregory 
fn Edmonton. Robest was in store business 2nd 
eal estate in British Columbia, now retired 

Willam Richard — farming In the istrict 
with Bis brother on the original Langer 
Romestead! 

‘Arvey — farming in the dlstrict on the 
original homestead 

‘faura Mrs: Walter Olsen, living tive miles 
south of Bekville. They have @ daughter, Bar 
bara, wno works ina Doctor's afice in Calgary, 
land son, Barry, who is working overseas in tne 
‘ll industry, and is presently in Scotland 

‘Elmer ~ passed away In 1938 

ari, Anna and Eimer are buried inthe Guby 
‘cemetery, which they also helped to locate and 
fo start and maintain, along with thelr ploneer 
friends and neighbors 

John, Tener, Anna Langer’s father. 
homesteaded. the’ land now belonging. to the 
‘Thubron tam. John Teener reached the age of 
‘GDiyears in the 1900's and sold bis land and 
Tetired, receiving @ Government pension at the 
Age of 10, which was at that time the grand sum 
ff $8. per month, He was taken in Dy the Langer 
family and lived the rest of hs life wth them. He 
lmmigeated to this area from Estonia and was 
Dured in the Gilby cemetery 






























LANGER, PAUL 
Paul Langer arrived tn Canada as an 
‘migrant around 1905, coming from Semerpalu, 
Yoru, Bstonia, Europe, He bought the SW 10403. 
‘5 from Mr. Paul Kooi, who had sequired tas a 
homestead, but had. decided to return to his 
ative homeland to Fejin his familly. His plans 
‘were changed ina hurry when he got fo Red Deer 
land received leter In the mall stating hat is 
{family was already on thelr Way to Canada, Paul 
Langer also bought the adjoining SE 10403.75, 
from the Armstrong brothers. Abou! 1812 or 1813, 
he bulla comforeable home on the first quarter 
Of land he had bought. 
Paul married Lydia Perler and. they had a 
tamily of tree girs: Erna, alla and Hazel A 
Felix, dled as an infant (Lydia's history and 
‘of thelr children Is written under the 
heading of Peter Perler and Family.) 


Paul was very active in community affairs, 
beng one of the founding members of the 
Bekville Co-operative Association, a memiber of 
the UF-A. and neiped with acquiring the 
Eckrille Mutual Telephone Association. He was, 
also active withthe Estonian school affairs, this 
‘choot being located on hs brother Car's land 
Tn any community project he was always a will: 
Ing helper: 

‘Paul and his brother Cari, who owned and 
lived on the N10403WS, together owned and 













































operated a steam grain threshing outfit. Paul 
(herated the steam engine and hs brother eas 
Separator man. Tals was one of the st steam 
{threshing culls west of Red Deer at the time, 
land they threshed grain for farmers as far east 
4: Sylvan Lake and many mlles north, west and 
fouth of Beit. They threshed, starting inthe 
fall and continuing’ almost until spring, as 
farmers had smaller flelds those dave and’ had 
flr grain cut into sheaves and stacked so that 
winter threshing was possible. Both Paul and 
Carl were very mechanically inclined and Cas 
Was also a very good blacksmith. He had a good 
Shop on his farm for tee own use, which stil ex: 
istrto semeextent andis deed by his sons, Minor 
repalrs were no problem for Paul and Cart — 
they didn't have to make the time-consuming 
talp to Hed Deer for repairs. All farming was 
Gone by horses in the eariy years and Paul Falsed 
Sind, tratned al his own horses, 
"Paul liked fishing and he’ and Nis fishing 
partner, Mr: Harry Thomas ofthe Gllby district 
ould take off with a team of horses anda sleigh 
‘rh grain tank, also feed for horses and selt fo 
Jee fish with nets at Buck Lake about seventy 
| fivecretghty miles tothe north, returning about 

MW aays later with several hundred poss of 
jumbe white tan — not the small ones as are 
aught today. The Gat were frozen and packed in 














snow fo keep, as there were no deep freezers in 
those days 

‘Paul died In 1993 inthe prime of ie, just as 
many big changes were fo take place insur coun 
thy and whieh would have Interested him very 
muck 
Lydia Langer’s Daughters: 

Ena, he oldest, married Leonard Soerd and 
‘hey have been farining south of Heke In the 
Benaltocvaris district since 1998, During the 
Years 1948 f0 1962 they lived in Eckvile, where 
for those years Eras Was In charge’ of the 
Eckville telephone sfflce as chief operator, For 
the last year anda half Erna served. as 
Secretory treasurer for the eke. Mutual 
Telephone Assoclation. When she decided to 
Feturn to the farm she trained Mes. Kit 
‘Armstrong, who replaced her. Besides being & 
farm wife Bena was a school bus driver for the 
County of Lacombe for 10 years, trom 1867 to 
grt. Erna and Leo have three daughters, 
Daréen, Jeannle and Debby. Ason, Johny, ded 
In atthe age of five and an infant son died in 
18a, 

“Tnelr daughter, Doreon is living in Calgary 
After receiving her education at Eevile and ie 
‘Rea Deer Composite High School she received 
her secretarial diploma from, Mount Royal 
CCotege in Calgary ands presenti secretary for 
the Alberta Federation of Labor in Calgary. She 
‘married George Heath of Eexvlle in 1898 and 
they" nave two cildren, Valerie and Leonard, 
‘who presentiy are attending high schoo) 

Jeannle. received her earler cdueailon at 
ckvile, ‘Benallo. and.-Red. Deer Cormpostte 
After receiving her BSc. degree in’ Medical 
Laboratory Selence trom the U. of A. she was 
tmployed ln the Provinclal Laboratory and also 
fhe U. of A. Hospital Edmonton. She married 
‘Wiliam A. Brown of Ontario 1963 and they are 
now farming in the Benalfo alsteiet and have 
built up a very nice herd of Charolais cattle. 

‘Debra recelved her education at Eekville and 
the Red Deer Composite and graduatea with 3 
‘degree of Bachelor of Social Work” trom the 
University of Calgary. She s presently employed 
by the elty of Edmonton in the Soclal Services 
Gepariment. She married. James Murray ot 
Prince Albert, Saskatehewan In 1973 and they 
fre making their home in Edmonton 

‘alfina (Alten, Lydia's second’ daughter, 
tool up hatedzessing and operated her own beau 
{y shops in Edmonton, Syivan Lake and Bekville 
She macriea Norman Fornan of Bekville and 
Together” they owned and operated. Ferhan's 
Ready’ to Wear in Eekvlle for many years 
‘Alfina passed away in December of 197, 

Hazel, the third daughter, graduated as a 
nurse and after nursing for afew years married 
Harry Lindskow of Lacombe. ‘They are now iv 
Ing In Red Deer where Hatty operates Ais ov 
dbusiness, ‘They have two sons, ‘Thomas and 
Douglas, and one daughter, Joan. Both boys 
hhave done very well in hockey, having vecelved 

















hockey scholarships of four years, attendance at 
‘Ann Arbor University In Michigan, USA. While 
there they also played Rockey In the college 
hockey league, which Took them fall parts of 
fhe US.A. Tom graduated with a B.Se. degree in 
biochemistry and Ie presently employed in 
Calgary by an oll company, consultants firm. 
Doug, atter having played hockey in Europe, 
‘ecided fo tinsh his education and is presently i 
hls final year working for hls Bachelors degree 
fn Commerce at the University of Calgary 
‘Their daughter, Joan, after Snishing ‘high 
school, attends Red Deer College ands present. 
Jy employed in the business. department of 
A.citin Red Deer Shes great lover orhorses 
‘and nas done very well in the equestrian classes, 
{aking a number of prizes in the riding events 


{THE MATT LIKALA FAMILY 

Matt and Matilda Lileala came over trom 
Vaasa, Finland in 1909 and settled In 
Manybereies, Alberta ona halfsection of 
Homestead land. ‘They Nad six children when 
they came trom Finisnd = erm, IVar, Hilda, 
ke, Bilt and. Emil. While’ they lived. at 
Manyberries ‘otvo was born in 19 and Ea in 
38ts, as well ax bwo other boys who died asin 
fants 

‘Matt Litkta had a small blacksmith shop on 
his property and dia work for everyone around 
Manyberries. His equipment was an old fanning 
fll ease fora blower anda plece of allroad iron 
foran anvil, The oer tols were all hand mae 

In 024 Matt and afatiiéa moved to Frontier 
Saskatehewan, taking Tk, var, Emil, Tolvo and 
Ed with them They rented land there and 
‘Matt hada blacksmith shop, Tolvo and Bl 
Started to learn the trade here at quite an early 
fe. Bil and Tolvo also tanned hes and made 
‘dls, bridles, chaps and larats. There was 8 
family in Leedale, Alberta who had one of these 
Saddles a few years ago. Times were rough dur 
ing those years, and everyone pitched in and did 
‘what ne could 

Matt Lllkala passed away in 1926 in 
Saskatchewan, and'Fmall passed away in 1928 
Hr dled of aruptured appendix, asit wasn't easy 
to get to a doctor in thove days 

in 1894 Matiaa Lilkala, Bil, Tolvo and Ba 
‘moved to Syivan Lake. They ved there for only 
{few months before buying NE. 3599-3:Ws trom 
the CPR, Tals land was seven miles north-east of 
Eckwille and they moved there to make thelr 
home. ‘Toiva and Bill had a small shop on the 
farm and id welding ‘and blacksalth work 3s 
‘weil ax some farming. They also had @ saya, 
{and dia custom work for people. They also bulll, 
Aa Teast J6 sawmilis for other people, 

‘In 1899 Bil went to work ina shop in town and 
worked there until 14 He went Ito the satel 
business with Charlie Jotnson an Reg Waller's 
place west at Gilby for a while. Bd and Tolvo 
Were on the farm with thelr mother while Bil 














was away, Tolvo did shop work and Ed aid 
mechanical work, 

"There was Just an old house onthe farm when 
they bought it, so in 1841 they bull a new house. 
‘Tolwo ald most of the bullding himselt. In 1919, 
‘Tolvo and Bil started bulding a new shop onthe 
farm ~ a bulding 9 feet by @ fet, After It was 
finished they ad a better place to work. The 
Shop wasn’t finished unl ater Bil haa gone, 8 
‘olvo die most ofthis bullaing,t00 

In 199 Bd married Violet Johnson and they 
‘moved neros the road fram the home place, and 
lave living there. They had four sons. — 
Leste, Richard, Leroy and Russel. None of the 
oss are married yet, and all are out working. 

"in 3850 Tolve marvied Mary MacDonald, who 
had three ehlldren from a previous marriage, 
The chldren were Norman, David and Judy, and 
{n 94 Tolvo ana Mary had a daughter, Barbara, 
Norman is married to Jean Paonl and they have 
{our ehlldren and reside in Oliver, B.C. David is 
married fo Donna lait and they have tive 
thlldren and vein Rocky Mountain House. Judy 
married. Maurlee Charron and they live 10 
Devon, alberta, They have two children, Bar 
bara married Raymond Ponto and they’ live at 
Worsley, Alberta and have two children 

‘Bl aiso was married Ih 1950 0 Hija Hubtala, 
who had five ehildren from a previous marriage 
‘They had a daughter, Mille, ho is married to 
James Posth and they are now lving in Red 
Deer, The next youngest daughter. Helen, is 
‘married to Allan Post) and they live in Bekvile 
The other three live in Saskatchewan. Another 
iri, Blaine, lives at the coast. After’ his 
marriage Bill moved to Eckville in 1850 and 
‘worked for Chester Kasha for about four years, 
They then moved to Rocky Mountain House 
‘Where Bill worked for Wally Mottus for a few 
Years, and then they moved tothe coast. They 
‘Same back {o Eekvite in 195 and Bill worked it 
‘E-shop again. He passed away’ in November of 
4s, Hija now lives In Vancouver 

"TolWo and Mary” sold the farm in 1961 and 
‘bought an acreage at Eekville. Toivo weat into 
parinership with Albert Ojala on a shop and they 
Dalit up a good business. In 865 Tolve sald is 
Share of the shop to Albert. He and Mary then 
fold thelr property and moved to Oliver, B.C., 
where they bought an aereage. Too worked in & 
Shop in Olver for @ year but then bull hs ov 
Shop on his own property, two malles north of 
Oliver ands stil working inthe shop five days 8 
‘reek end stil enjoys i 

erm! Lilkala married Henry Kakikinen in 
Manyberries. Their two children were Tolvo and 
Vivian: Henry Kakkinen passed away and a few 
years later Femmi and her son Toivo Kakkinen 
noved fo the aren northeast of Eexwile. Fem 
passed away in 198 and Tolvo passed away’ In 
ets, Vivian married Emil Suber and they had 
three children. They stil live In Manybertes. 

‘lla married Arthur Bodie and moves to 
Minnesota, U.S.A, They had four children — 




















Wibert, Fred, Vivian and Russel. Both Hilda 
fad Arthur have passed away 

var Lila marsied Aino Laktinen in Fron- 
lier, Saskatehewan and they lived there unt 
moving to Port Kells, 8. Ivar passed away in 
the early 1900's. They hed wo daughters, Wilma 
in Edna, who are both married and live at the 
‘ast Ther mother, Aino, is sti living there 

ike married Celia sha in 1929 in Medicine 
Hal, then moved to Minnesota, U'S.A. and trom 
tere fo Laurel, Montana where the stl reside 
Ike was a ralfoad engineer for 26 years. They, 
have a daughter, Malda, who Is married and 
lives in Diekinsoa, North Dakota, USA. and a 
daughter, Lilian, who 1s martied and lives i 
{ibby, Montana, USA 

‘rs, Matilda Llkala was a mlawife while lv 
lng inthe Mansberries area, and helped to bring 
many bables into the worl, She pasted away at 
Beeville in the mi-1950"s 


LIIKALA, WILLIAM AND HILIA 

TBil wes Dorn on September 4 1804 Hija was 
‘bora om April 28, 1810 at Manyberres. In 18% 
Bil, his mother and two brothers, Talvo and Ea, 
moved to the Eekvile dlstict, purchasing the 
NE LI03:W5, Tas quarter was formerly owned 
‘by the Harold Flanky fam. 

BBN was a blacksmith by trade (a very good 
cone, I'm told, so-he opened 2 shop on the farm. 
‘The nelghborieod farmers could always rely on 
Bil fo repair thelr macninery 

1 190, Bul and Hilla (Mickelson) Hubtala 
were married. They wore Dlessed with three 
Gaughters, Elaine, Helen and Mille "The girls 
{ook their schooling in Vancouver, Rocky Moun 
tain House, and Eckville. This is where 
‘worked ina Blacksmith shop, 

‘Elaine is Mrs, Tadosuul of Rea Deer, Alber: 
ta. Helen Is now Mes. Allen Post she owns 
Helen's Beauty Shop in Eckville. Mille, Mrs. 
‘im Post, sso @ halrdresser. 

Bil paised away in 197 a the age of 7 years, 
and is buried in the Eckville Cemetery. Hilja 
resides in Vancouver, B.C 


OMALA HISTORY — By Aune Parkkari 
John Emil Luomaia, was born in Teuva 
vaasaniavt Suomi (Finland) in 180. At the age 
bf 2 years he was converted to Christ ina Salva 
Hon. Army meeting and came to North America 
I 1801. He settled in Qulney, Massachusetts, 
U.S.A. trom where ils brother also came, 

‘Fist he worked ina granite roek-cuting and 
polishing firm, In 15 he entered Lay College i 
Quincy, Massachusetts for three years. to 
Prepare for the ministry of the Gospel. His frst 
pastorate was in Thomaston, Maine, OSA. with 
Preaching points algo in Longeave, Maine and 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. In 1810 he made a 
preaching four that took hm across the country 
fo Winlock, Washington Stale, U-S.A. In 191 he 
fame back by Toronto, Ont. and remalned 10 
Pastor the Finnish congregation, He was or 
fdaned inthe Knox Presbyterian College in 196 














‘Alma Konni was born in Keurie, Suomlin 1875 
and nthe turn of the century eame to Canada 
‘long with many telatives, They were nearly all 
fallors by occupation. A cousin, diel 
Searemakl, was Finnish Consul for many Years, 
‘Alma aftended the Finnish College in iacock, 
Michigan, USA. for about one term in 108, 
‘About Ii years later we learned that our 
eighbor, rs. Mary Hoglund, had aso attended 
‘the same college a year or so earlier and her pe 
ture was ln the Callege history book. She was 
then Mary Anderson. Alma went back fo Finland 
to start-a match factory, which falled, 0 she 
returned fo Toronto in 181, Just missing passage 
on the Tiante. 

‘John Lsomala and Alma Konni met and were 
rmarvied in July, 1912. daughter was born in 
September, 1013, Aune Elizabeth. Another 
daughter, Ina Johanna, was born on March Ts, 
is 








Tn 1917 we moved to Troy, New Hampshire, 
ULS-A. where Father. pastored. the 
Congregational Chureh among the Finsish peo 
ple Milford was also included ana it was There 
{nai son, John Rufus, was born on May 4, 1817 

‘On July 18,189 we earme to alberta, Caada, 
to Bekville, where Father accepted the pastoral 
Guties among’ the Flanish Presbyterians in 
‘Kusamo, Brightview and Manyberries, Young 
Peoples Hall, taree miles east of Bexvile, was 
‘he building used for services, We irst arrived at 
Reikk’s home for a few days. Many were the 
happy visite that we had there, along with some 
thing rides we adn Esther's car. Tis Was 
‘an open car so some rides were cold. We also en 
Joyed listening to Sadle playing the plano. One 
piece, particularly, whled was "inthe Sweet Bye 
{ind Bye" with varations 

‘Ailerwards we were at Tolvonen's and for 
some reason, Mother and we ehldren walked the 
haiti to fhe parsonage that was Located two 
miles east of Boke, It seemed ike along, long 
‘country all-male for us, this frst view of oUF 
few home, We often went to Tolvonens for sana 
tnd we had so much fun. Mrs, Lemp Tolvonen’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Maki, and the 
‘iltslas were fiends we visite often. in fact he 
first birthday present of a box of chocolates T 
Femember getting was from Mrs. MaKt and she 
ode horsetack four and one-half miles to buy It 
was my seventh birthday 

1a 1821 Father bought 13 ots in Sylvan Lake, 
thinking to bulla and move closer toa stool for 
the girs. But we lived with August Staudinger's 
that winter and were close to school as It was 
llmort behind the school, However. when spring 
holidays eam, we moved back othe parsonage 
land were taken the three mlles fo Saima schoal 
land then later rove a single horse and eutter-At 
{his time the plano Was Sold fo Martaa Isaacson, 
Mother had taught me the notes when 1 was 
Seven, My sister and [had also learned to read 
‘ind write Finnish before we learned any English 
at school, We used to enjoy our visits tothe Nick 


























Tsaacsons, oo, for there were ehidren our age, 
particulary Helen, Mary and Tsaae. They had @ 
‘Wooden horse sving we enjoyed, as well as the 
Take, They were a hard-working family, haaling 
‘Wood for fire wood and selling tn Syivan Lake 
‘They also ralsed acres of potatoes for sale. 
remember that tragie night when Mrs. saaeson, 
the mother, was taken by. ambulance to the 
hospital where se died, leaving Masy and leaae, 
the youngest children, only Tour and wo years 
ld, Then Martha came from Pialand, a fine 
fooking lady, and married Nick and mothered 
‘he family of four that were Stl home 


In 1023 Father bought quarter section of 
very hilly and muskeg-covered land trom a Moro 
Tamil who went to Russia, Soin the spring, at 2 
‘ery muddy time, we moved, Father drove one 
eam witha load and 1 drove another team and 
Toad behind hm along a rai that Wound around 
tees and steep hills and mauskegs, Tt was an 
forgettable and frightful experience for me 0 
See the horses claw and struggle so desperately 
fo pull the toad up such muady and steep Rll 
‘Also, the road llledso steeply that It seemed as 
{hough we would be dumped, bu we never were 
‘This move to the farm was an unforgettable ex 
perience for all ef us.'The home was a one-room 
fog cabin whlch was old. Garter snakes were 
cerywhere —one even curling around a lowe 
pot on the windows and falling dawn the wall 
Between the logs and the beaver board that was 
four Kitehen corner. The following year we had 
bigs running Toose and that Is when the snakes 
fisappeared, with only oceasionally one seen in 
tne raspberry patches we earnestly pleked every 
‘Suramer. We aso plckea wild strawberries, gh 
‘bush cranberries’ and blueberries some Sears 
Sometimes some of us gota ride to piek iow bush 
ranberries west af Rocky Mountain House. BY 
sister and T always got The cows home, going 
‘with bare fect all summer, from a section of, 
CPR land with heavy bush and a section of 
‘school land. Also We all Were hard at Work af 
haying time, making! hay out of the’ slough 

















‘That frst summer we moved onto the farm, 
Father was sorely trled. At a very rainy time 
Father was flat on his back with iumbage. Dur 
Ing he heaviest rain all our five horses ran 
fay" My sister and I ried to lok for ther, but 
the forests were too strange and fearful for us to 
Venture very far. Father started looking for 
them when he was sill not well, but we never 
found them. He sil ried to preach ut the farm 
took much time and eneray,sotnts part of hs ite 
became « now.and-en thing forthe rest of his 
Ite 

"Atterstrusaling with steep ils, he thought 
he'd like a farm that Was level and nearly open 
land so he purchased the quarter section that 
‘Salma school was on. So we'were again going 10 
Salma school after two Years af Bstonlan school 
[A ls time we boarded the schoolteacher, Miss 
Atsinger, for one term. We girls were the 
Janitors then Miss Atsinger went to school early 
‘and usually made the fire, Very nice! In the 
‘meantime Mr. and Mrs. Ensign were renting and 
Iiving on our billy farm and thelr nephew, Ray, 
helped father clear some brush, However, after 
two years Father gave up this farm and we 
‘moved back {0 the hills, So we were going 10 
Bstonlan school again 

This time we did't go Into the log house, as 
Father bought and. moved 4 newer log house 
{rom Mr. Kandelen. This was moved from acrost 
the road from Saim sekool onto the same knoll 
fn whieh we used to live, Father made an up 
Salrs on and soon moved & bathhouse on the 
forth side fora itenen, and sti later alg add 
ton fo te west sde, for another bedroom. So as 
the family was growing so was the house, and 
tventualy we had a lof of room. 

Tt was about this time that radios were com: 
{ng into the homes, s0 Father bought a two piece 
Westinghouse radio so we could listen to Wiliam 
Aberhart every Sunday afternoon. Mr. and Mrs 
‘Nelson and Eunice Wells came often to heat iz, 

‘ur place. In 1828 Father sent Aune tothe 
ie Bible’ Insitute, which was now two 
‘Years al, for one term. Ernest Maaning was one 
tf the teachers. Ina ook grade ten in Eekville 
first viding horseback and then she boarded a 
Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins: Se finished high sehool 
fn Dickson, 

"The winter of 3890 and 3931 was an open, mild 
and snowlesssrnter, Then in March f was hot 
and sultry. The sky was red witt clouds and 
Smoke from forest fires west of Rocky Mountain 
House, 0 the sunshine was lke a ful eclipse. At 
five o'clock one afternoon avery flerce wind 
suddenly came up so you couldst see any dis 
tance for dust and straw flying, It tured into 
‘ios, an snow fell for many days, making the 
onth of March & real winter month, The folow 
Ing summer there was no wild frit to pick, 

‘ih 198) Aune. and. Andrew Parkka. were 
married and living west of Tnnisfall inthe Gor: 
fon school distriet. Then n 1855 they moved onto 
‘Mr. and’ Mrs. Peter Nelson's quarter section 

















which they had purchased a year earlier. The 
farm toeation Is SE"12031W5. Their son, Ar 
frew Douglas, was born in October, T83?. In 
STanuary, 1945, thelr daughter, Nancy’ Ann, as 
‘orm 

Th the fall of 1945 fr. Lachlan Maclean began 
services tn the neighborhood and the folowing 
Sear the chureh known a8 Sunshine Gospel Mis 
Hon was bull. Inthe spring of 1848 we attended 
fhureh at Eekville in Covln's home. by. the 
(Church ofthe Nazarene, anda year later helped 
bull that churen in Eckvile. “The fist pastor 
there was Russell Quantz,and two other brothers 
have also pastored there. We attended church 
there for 2b years. 

“Rround this time brother Jack and friends, 
carte and Art Bott and Gloria Lapp were heard 
‘on CKRD radio, singing ‘western songs and 
Hymns ance a week for a year 

i 1809 there was young minister, Alex 
oak, who came now and then fo hald charen 
Services among the Finnish people and.about 
this time also as a young lady, Jenny Hela, 
Who Weld services, There Were other ministers 
for shorter periods of time. 

‘Alex st st walked, thea he got paces with a 
bigyele and then by horseback. Eventually be 
fraduated to an open car of antique vintage, Jen 
Ey Eel graduated from the Camrose Lutheran 
Cotlege tn 1940. 

In October of 1956 Father was hospitalized, 
and was there for two weeks before passing 
fivay on November 9, Four” years ater, It 
Maren, Mother passed away tn 1961. Three years 
Inter Andrew passed away very suddenly an Oc 
tober, 1964, Aune sold the farm in 1972 moving 
to Sylvan Lake In May of 173. 

Tha and her husband, Art Lockrem, live at 
Eagle Hil, 18 miles west of Olds, and Jack and 
his wite, Barbara, live at Trout Creek 
Summerland, B.C 











MacKENZIE, SIMON AND KATE — by Kate 
Mackenzie 

ie were farming inthe East Coulee district 
during the very ary years and our crops were 
‘ery poor, so we desided to move tothe Bekville 
dsiret. On May 10, 1958 Simon, mse" and our 
{vo small sons. crossed on the ferry” at East 
Coulee (we had walled two weeks forthe Ice to 
bo). We loaded all our belongings in a big truce 
nd started on our journey. There were only art, 
‘falls at that time and twas Very dark when we 
reached the Estonian School The road was very 
‘wel from the spring runoff and we got stuck; we 
had to walk the rest of tne way, carrying what 
bedding we needed and the two bays between Us 
fand the truck driver. twas quite a shock the 
text moming fo see the suf shining through 
very evack inthe wall of the shack that was to 
be our home. WIth the ald of our good friend, Joe 
Marsal wha ran atardwardstoreat that ine, 
tve got ar paper and lining for the inside and by 
fall we were very snug and Ready for Winter 


For the tnt while, i was very lonesome for 
se, Thad never lived inthe bush and had never 
‘en very far from home. One afternoon a koek 
ame at fhe door and there stood two teers 
‘They greeted us and tld us thelr names were 
Phyills Palm (now Erickson) and. Syivia 
Mickelson, They said they jst Gropoed in on 
their way home from school to welcome us {0 
thelr dati: made as feel very welcome in 
deed Ina short while we got to know our closer 
neighbors and came to enjoy thelr wonderful 
Sauna baths, T seemed everyone had one, 33 
there was no plumbing those days, At that 
time our neighbors were: the Lappe Tolones, 
Stenvigs, ‘Newmans, Jack Wor,” Hoplunds, 
Liomalas, Parkkaris, Langer, Moos, Pontos, 
aim, Joan Lepiato, Scowens, Andy Harvilow 
find August Pooja 

"We were very busy as there were only 25 
acres cleared on our quarter. Skmon, wit the 
ielp of the boys and mysell cleared a ot by 
han, He would grub the roots and fell the trees, 
fut the branches; whlch we would pile and then 
bru, These were good years, and we eventually 
Sdded agi anda boy to out family. The 
Shilores al went tothe Zstontan Schoo and after 
Grade 8, they were bused to Eekvlle, Simon was 
‘blacksmith by trade and was able fo make an 
Sait dir sw aod then socing horses and 
Sharpening plow shares and axes. Money was 
‘ery saree but we managed. In 1888 along 


fame the War and Simon was gone for ve long 


Years T stayed on the farm and withthe help of 
Gur good neighbors, and with te sewing cree to 





help pass the time, we managed. We rented out 
the thrm land, bat continued to milk cows and 
Fase pigs. Atter the war things continued to be 
‘ough, but we were abe to get a better house and 
‘more land, and valsed our famiky until they were 
Feaay’fo be on thelr on 

Dunean married Shirley Emmett and they 
have three ‘children. ‘They are now ving it 
Cal 

“Margie married Noel Stevenson. They have a 
boy and’ girl, and are living just outside Rea 
Deer 

Bill and Dave took over the home place, and 
we are. semi-retired, enjoying, camping” and 

shing out west every’ chance we get. We really 

have seen changes {rom 1836 to 1977. We now 

ve paved roads, plumbing, in all the houses, 
phones, tvo stores to buy groceries in Eekville, 
Rardware, drug store and the hope of a new 
Hospital with there already belng @ lovely lodge 
for ike senior eltizens. All in ali, Eekvile has 
been a goed place 10 live and ralse a fam 
MACKIE, GABRIEL 

"in 190, Mr. Gabrlel Mackie arrived tn 
Bekuiile from Butte, Montana, and after 
bullding’a log eabin seat for his wite, daughter 
Katherine Lempl (who later’ married Pete 
Tolvanen) and, infant son Bill. They 
homesteaded ons farm four and one hal miles 

















northeast of Eekville nan area that was quite 
hy, with ots of trees, and. some. sloughs. 
Therefore, grain farming was limited and the 
main souree ot ineome came rom dairy, 
Tvestoce, poultry and eggs. There was a good 
‘crop of hay from the marshlands bordering the 
Sloughs and the wooded area made excellent 
pastures 

‘Bullding of roads in this area was quite a 
problem, espectally near the sloughs, and the 
{nly way to keep Vehicles from sinking out of 
Sight was (o bulla a oad bed and then lay small 
Togs across this and cover it with a shallow layer 
‘of soll, This type of road was called corduroy. 

Bll was a proud owner of anew Model T Ford 
tn the ‘mid Iom's, Driving in that area was 
Inlted fo dry weather only, because it rained, 
it'was Impossible to gel up the numerous hills 
tnd through the marshland areas, 

‘Bll also bull his own radio set which was 
battery operated and had aloud speaker and was 
‘one ct the very" few residents to have. one 
Consequentiy, Saturday evening was a good op. 
portunity for the nelghbors and fends fo come 
‘ver for a suns, vist, and partake of coffee and 
{oodles and listen to the unbellevable wonder of 
fhe radio. To the amazement of al i was able 10 
bring in stations as far away as Salt Lake City 











(iKSE), Denver (KOM) and Mexico on occasions 





Another son Relno was born onthe homestead 
in 100t. Both Mr. and. Mrs. Gabriel Mackle 
pasted away in 827 and Bll and Relno continued 
the farming operation. Bl later decided to work 
fs a carpenter until the early 4940's when he 
moved fo Vancouver Island, B,C. Helater moved 
to Vancouver where he retired and stil resides, 

Felgo continued farring until the 180's when 
hhe made the decision to sel the farm to Mr. and 
Mrs. Mike Rauman and then moved to Van- 
fouver. While there, he married Flo Mitzer 
Sind they later retired to Vancouver where Reino 
passed away in 1973 Flo sil resides In Van. 








‘soe Mak wih Death an ay Tse. 


MADDEN, BOB AND HAZEL — by Mazel 
Madden 

“We bought the Gilby Store in June 1974 and 
sold in September 1877, to go farming northeast 
ot Rimbes. 

‘After Bob had worked 18 years for the elty of 
Calgary, 11 as foreman, we acquired a quarter. 
Section north of Lesiievile in 1968 and farmed for 
five years. 

‘We have three girls which includes a set of 
twins, They are Paine married to Nel Godion 
ton, iho ls with Calgary Power at Rimbey. Thels 
cilidren are Travis, Troy and Karen. Charlotte 
{g'married to Lyle, Attwood. ‘They and. thelr 
children, Brent and Tvisha, live in Calgary. 
{ouise Schulthess also lives in Calgary 

‘Standing alone on a country road was the 
Guby Store, From this stemmed the friendly, 
elplul and appreciated attitude of those who 
hopped there: Something only found in a rural 

"The most pleasing thing that comes to mind 
are the Visits from people coming fo the store, 
They didn't rush in, Buy something and rush out 
‘but would take a few minutes to chat sith Us 
‘Then there were the times there would be a 
reeling at Gilby Hall. Some early arrivals 
‘would gather, inthe store, to alt for the hall to 
‘pen, Winter would find them standing over the 
{oor register to gt warm. Often, when folks had 
‘isitors they would tae ime toring ther to the 
‘lore and introduce them fo us. Tourists, who 
Stopped fo shop, would always come to see us 
When inthe vicinity. There wasn'ta day passed 
but the store was flea with laughter caused by 
Someone's amusing anecdotes and experiences. 

We cannot forget ‘the children whom we 
thought the word of We saw them as bables a 
by the time we let mest of them were tall enough 
{o show thelr beaming faces over tne counter. 
‘ve lost count of the number of bables T've had 








the pleasure of weighing on the scales. We were 
always pleased fo give each new baby born abox 
ot Pampers which was a delignt to the mothers, 

‘Giby Store was a gas station selling gas, bul. 
cit and propane. It was also general sare sell 
Ing' groceries, drugs, hardware and. mis. 
Cellaneous cloiiing. We introduced novelties and 
Tshirts with "GILBY" and a picture of an el 
Damp printed on them. ‘These proved popula 
End we were told ofa shirt being seen In Japan, 

The joy and pleasure we experienced. tie 
short while we ran Gilby Store, no words ean ex 
pla, 


MATUSEN, ALFRED 

“ltred Matiisen arrived in Canada in June of 
199, THe worked for three years onthe farms i 
central and southern Alberta, He arrived tn 
‘Eckl ia the fall of 1902, Here he worked on the 
farm of John Moro 

{hn 188) Alfred married Amanda Moro, and 
they bough! thei frst farm, 8 2.40°3-W5 i 188 
{oi Edward Moro, To this they added later the 
NW 273.3 and the NW. 5.9.5N5. They 
farmed unt 180, when they rented ther fen 
find retired to Summerland, B.C. There they 
Spend the summer months. The winter is spent 
{heir home in Hava, 


MATIISEN, ARNOLD AND SALE 

“Arnold and Salme Matilsen immigrated to 
Canada trom their native Estonia in the summer 
of 189t, After a brief stay in Mundare, Alber‘, 
they came to the Eekville district in T940, They 
bought half section In the Lockhart district 
Where they farmed for three years. 

Th 185, they came back to kill to thelr 
present farm the SW 2240-3.WS and NW 15403 
W5 purchased from Martin Gilbertson. 

*Taels to chlldren, Tina and Rein, grew up on 
this frm and both atiendeg Bekville Shoal and 
the U of Ain Edmonton, Fina recetved her BA, 
degree In history and later tecelved a master of 
Itprary selence degree from McGill University, 
Montveal. She is presently employed as the head 
‘of Readers’ Services withthe National Museums 

iain Ottawa, 

si two hgh school years at 
Lindsay Thurber Composite High Schodl in Red 
Deer and attended the U of Ain Edmonton. He 
ocelved hls B.Se. and M.Se. degrees in civ 
engineering. He Is married ana lives in Eamon, 








"Although retired from active farming, the 
ng til male thele home on the fat. 





MATTEUS, ADAM AND ANNA — by Erna Doig, 
2 Daughte 

"adam snd Anna Matteus were early pioneers 
of the Eckvile dlatriet. Their lives Yewan in 
Estonia, a small country on the Bale Ses. The 
closest cily was Tartu 

‘Anna's father, 8 government forest warden, 
was clubbed and" robbed. while ellvering & 








Dayroll. His team of horses turned the shay 
round on thelr oi, and brought him home. He 
Fecovered consalousness, but never recovered 
{om the blow. This left Maria Sonnotar& widow 
‘with five daughters and a son. Although she 
Fecelved a small government grant she was not 
able to raise all the children at home, and Anna 
Was raised by foster parents. Because of het 
heritage” she was entitled. to four winters of 
Schooling, and thus learned to read and waite 
‘That was satus that very few Women hoped to 
attain in those times, 

“Adam was the oldest son ofa land owner and 
was inline to inherit the land He also wae able to 
ead and write, He had met Ansa and decided 
‘She was tobe hs wife, So lost no time in courting 
and winning her hand. ALT? years of age Anna 
‘vas married to Adam and began ner married fe 
In'his erowded family’ nome, a home that 
Sheltered five ether families. The land, about 12 
Acres, had every inch Under cultivation to Keep 
{food on the fable, Anna found it hard fo adjust fo 
{his crowded life. She was a tiny woman, ony 
four feet ten Inches tal, but she was very 
fourageous and determined not ot anything i 
life put ker down. 

"At ihe tupn of the century, on December 25, 
1000, their first son was bora, He was named 
‘Augist ana to years later, on September 254s 
Brother Elmer was bora, Adam ned fo leave Rs 
bride fo finish two years of military service In 
Russia. This training was eompulsory and there 
‘as no way to avold it Rumors of Russia prepar 
Ing for war were the deciding factor In Adam's 
decision to immigrate fo Canada, tls military 
‘raining would certainly require him to fight for 
Russia, and, as @ peaceful farmer, ne chose to 
{ake hi family othe new land of plenty that hs 
friend, Henry Kingsep, hed chosen. Mr. 
Kingsep's glowing letters’ assured fm that ti 
Canada he could acquire a quarter section offre 
{and from the government and that bY making 
the Improvements required would, In ime, alt 
{ull tie to the land with no cash payment In 
volved, 

Tin 1005 Adarn, hls wite and tamil, along with 
hls slater Leene and her husband, August Pihoe 
Ja, and thelr daughter Hilda made the ocean 
Crossing. The sea was rough: there was sea: 
Slckness, poor food, overerowding, 1ack of 
Sanitation, and numerous quarrels ad: much 
Dickering amongst the many nationals aboard, 
Sti, the ocean voyage was something to llve 
forever in thelr memories. Above all, land Was 
‘he most welcome sight. 

‘Setting foot on Canadian soll was a boost to 
‘helt spirits and thelr hopes ran high as they 
crossed the vast continent by train fo led Deer 
‘That was the terminal, the end of the steel. They 
Were fascinated by the vast tracts of empty land, 
S50 different from Estonia, where a shall plot 
‘was le a pot of gol 

‘The last 45 miles to Henry Kingsep's 
homestead was traveled Ina hired ox cart. The 














new immigrants wondered how the driver could 
fina his way, but he wound around forests of cot 
fonwood and aspen, where here and there 
‘wheel track showed. There were no roads. 

"Thele first winter in Canada was spent with 
‘their frlend, inthe spring Adam found what he 
belleved o bea sultable homestead. I turned out 
to be northeast of Gilby, but here was no Gly 
there at that lime. After making a makeshift 
Shelter, they spaded up enough land to have an 
ample garden. In that fresh, rien soll thelr gar 
fen responded well By always working fogetner 
they managed 10 dig s cellar where the 
‘Vegetables could be stored forthe winter. 

‘in part of the homestead there were spruce 
and tamaracks and they eut down enough of the 
Bigger Umbers fo bulld themselves a one-room 
abla before winter set in again. Tae cabin had 3 
Sod roof and earthen oor and the logs were 
aulked with moss and clay. stove was made of 
rocks, svhich were plastered wilt clay. Tis Was 
Used for cooking, heating and baking. A heavy 
{able ands few benches were shaped irom logs 
‘Also the beds were shaped trom logs and the 
pleces were held together with wooden dowels. 
‘The mattress bags were filed and stuted plump 
‘with dried, fresh hay. To Adam and Anna this 
‘was luxury — a home of thelr ova? Tt had taken 
‘work from the fret gray streaks of avn fo the 
Ist sliver of ight in the evening to accomplish 
the task, but they fet lke a king and a queen, 

none comer sat a big barrel of sauerkraut 
In the cellar enough root vegetables to pul them 
through perhape ntl the new potatoes came in 
next summer: some dried wild berries, and pln 
{y ot wild meat. Rabbits were so numerous they 
‘Were easily snared along thelr runways, Grouse 
Toosted in treet around the cabin and fist after 
tilight, with a Tong pole, they could be knocked 
‘down and Riled, Their meat was even more 
‘delicous than that of the demesticated chicken 
Prairie chickens were even plumper and nicer 
tang bat they were dificult to get, as they were 
fmore fight. although they all nad very litle 
fear of man 

"The most annoying ereatures were the 
coyotes. There were so many of them It seemed 
like the forests around the cabin Were filed wth 
‘hem. When they started howling at might they 
Were’ welrd and frightening. “These. slinky 
treatures stole one of Anna's three chickens 
from right under her nose. These three chickens 
fd one rooster she was guarding almost with 
her lfe She outwitted the coyotes by Keeping the 
chickens within the rising walls of the cabin 
‘wile was being bull. Even when the family 
Toved in, the chickens had one corner of the 
fabin unt they finished the coop, a dugout in & 
Siuit Shored with logs. and made warm and 
covote:proot, This was finished the first 
Summer For her efforts, Anna had twenty new 
fhlekens, which meant eggs on the table and 
Some leftover to sel 

"That summer Adsm made three trips on foot 














to Red Deer, each time bringing back 100 
ound bag of four, dred prunes, and leat tobac 
Ebon hstack. Anna was annoyed that he wasted 
backing space with nis leat tobacco, but there 
‘ras mail from Estonia and, since Adam enjoyed 
NS smoking, she forgave him. 

That winter, even In the deep snow, they 
clonred an acre of land Inthe spring they dug it 
Sp with spades and sowed it fo rye, ter the gar 
den was sown Adam went to Hanféto work on & 
anal. Anna, with the to boys, gathered in 2 
‘Wood ‘pile large enough to do for the coming 
Winer" tended the garden; and ralsed more 
Chickens 

‘Ana was afraid of the roving bands of Tn 
dians, Her contact ‘wth them came much later 
Sven she hada cow and was milking. Three lite 
brown faces were watching her from behind 3 
bush, She gave them a bucket of milk, and they 
‘anlshed ike comets. Next time they came back 
teih-a bucket of berries in exchange for milk 
‘The Indians never harmed her 

in the fall Anna harvested the rye, cuting It 
down Wwith-a hand seythe and binding It with 
Straw “into small sheaves. When the sheaves 
Wwere dry and cured, she pounded the kernels ot 
She removed the chatf by holding a basket of 
‘rain high over her head and shaking 1 out in 
Small amounts, The wind blew away the chat 
and the clean kernels fell on a bod sheet, then 
{athered up fo use. Tne yleld was good, Dut the 
Work was horrendous! 

"Adam returned from work in Bangt with a 
team of oxen and ¢ tworwhecled cart, also a 
‘etal plow share. Now, instead of ust hand tools 
fnd human muscle, there was oxen power, & 
promise for a faster move forward on the farm, 

‘AS the number of animals Increased, so did 
the family, with the following adations” Linda, 
bora November, 1907. Felix, bor In 
‘overaber, 1908; Fria, Dorm in Apri, 19H Ar 
old, born July 22, 1813: Herbert, bora on June 
4 foie: and on April 2, 1922 a son, Robert All 
these births took place without a doctor. 

‘With more mouths to feed and the need for 
hay forthe Ivestock, in 1810 Adam purchased & 
(quarter seetion of land with the Medicine River 
flowing and winding through It. Another house 
‘was built ~ this me a threetoom log dwelling 
‘eth two rooms for living and ihe third for 
Norage anda pantry. Aslab-board floor and 
Shingle root — ths provided @ house that did the 
familly until atter World War 1 

Tf was an early and accepted custom that 
anyone could claim s hay meadow on unoccupied 
land by cutting the first swath of hay around i 
Henry Kinna, ving Just down the river from 
‘Adam, fad cut a swath around every meadow 
Gating was done Dy hand with a seythe and 
Henry couldnt eut alt the hay he had claimed 
Tis made Adam angry, so he bought the Land, 
{ven though It meant tro places to Work ana the 
arms were two miles apart as the crow fle. 

For" Anna thle divielon was s strain that 








sapped her health, Carting the little ones back 
[and forth between the two properties and leaving 
fhe older children to fend for themselves 
throughout the day meant both hardship and 
heartache, There were sil no roads; no real 
bridges; fust the raw wilderness andthe en soll 
Walling tobe broken and cultivated 

“Tne Estonian ‘immigrants setted mainly 
along the banks of the Medicine River Valey. Tt 
Wag a very close-xnlt, co-operative settlement 
and," working hand in hang, thelr ac 
‘omplishments were many. Despite the struggle 

“urvive, education was’ a top priority Cari 
‘anger donated the land for thefirst school fam 
his contally located farmland, With collective 
fiforte the ‘schoolhouse was but —a large 
lassroom complete with cloak rooms’ anda 
Teachers room, Homemade desks and a wood 
Sind coal heater were installed and a water foun- 
Tain that had tobe fled each day trom the hand 
ump in the sehoolyard, So Intense was the i 
ferest in education that a pact was made that 
‘cach family should try to educate one child a 8 
teacher. THelr efforts inthis commitment were 
butstanding. Si of the founding families did 
Produce teaching member, among. them 
Bugust, te first born son of Adam and Anns. 

“The next co-operative effort was the ploneer 
sloian Hall This was to become the centre for 

‘AL Christmas time an ale was brewed trom 
dried bread crumbs, sugar, rains, and other tn 
redents, Every family ‘brought something 
Baking of all sorts, and a must was the glazed 
braided bread and huge rings of bolled blood 
Sausages. Some small gifts and apples were 
passed out by Santa to all the children. These 
Were all great luxuries 

‘At Easter, egg boxing was the custom. The 
person with the hardestshelied eg who broke 
fhe most egus was the winner. This was done 
with beautifully decorated exes. 

‘Alter August became a teacher he changed 
the Bible name of Matteus from the Estonian 
{pelling fo Matthews the English spelling, After 
that the growing family became known as the 
Matthews fami 

Besides teaching, August tuned planos and 
taught singing tothe sehool children. Among his 
activites he had two. prize-winning. stories 
fecepted by “True Story", a MacFadden 
Punllation, 

Elmer was inventive. He made a water whee! 
fon the river witha long drive shaft that turned 
his mother’s washing machine. He bullt a 
Phonograph that earned him the nickname of 

"Me: Elgon” He also made his own radio when 
radios frst came Into the country. Hs biggest 
‘community service was the barbed wire plone 
System he Installed 

‘All of the Matthews family were Ml tn the 
epidemic of 1918, ut there were no deaths nthe 
‘family 

in 1820 August and Elmer went to Nordegg to 























work in a lumber camp. Pooling thelr earnings 
fom {his along with their father's, the new and 
Permanent nome was bull. A full basement, to 
Forey structure was finished in time for Robert 
tobe born n,n 1922. He was the last child in he 
{amily of eg children, and his home served all, 
(of the ferlly unt they left home. 

‘Anna's mother, sill in Estonia, lived to the 
zipe ald age af 9 years, outliving ai other fami 
Iy‘with the exception of Anna. Anna had hoped to 
bring her to Canada, but there was never the 
‘Money to spare, Anné, worn out with work, was 
laid fo rest atthe age of 53 years, in the GUby 
cemetery 

“Adam Femalned a widower and gold the home 
farm fo hls son Arnal He lived eut his remain 
Ing years with his youngest son, Robert, ana his 
{amaly in Eekvile. At the age ot 78 years Adam 
‘was lald to rest beside dis wite I the Gilby 
Cemetery, where so many af the brave and 
‘courageos pioneers rest. 








MATTHEWS, HERBERT WILFRED 

Herbert Wilired Matthews was born at Gilby, 
‘Alberta in June I819 where he grew up on the 
family farm, 

Tn August 1841, he was united in marriage to 
Estelle May Mason who was born at Hespero, 
‘Alberta, in September 1924 To this union were 
‘dorm six chilaven. Shiriey Yvonne May’ was bora 
In August 192, married Leonard Joseps Dinning 
In August 1964 Leonard was born In Drumheller 
In Mareh 1824: They have three children, Barrie 
‘Adam, Leonard James and Paul Joseph, They 
{eside in Edmonton, 

‘Bobbie Wiltred tras born at Dawson Creek, 
Bc. in November 1912. He married Johanna 
Wilhemina’Vanderpolder in Apri 1872. They 
‘were dlvoreed in 192 and Bobbie married Debra 
Feber in Edmonton, in June, 1873, They have Wo 
hilaren ‘Tina Louise and’ Tanya Ann. They 
Feside at Busby, Alberta, 

Barrie Chester Adam was born at Rocky 
Mountain House n September 1945 and deceased 
fn December 185, 

‘Sharon Janet Was born at Red Deer, Alberta, 
In September Ioi7. She married Geraid arth 
Kochi! in Edmonton in August 1975. Gerald was 
bora at Daysland, Alberta, August 1941, They 
Rave one daughter Coviané Sharon and reside at 
Nisku, Alberta 

Brian Garry was born at Red Deer in 
December 1849 and is engaged to Darlene 
‘Marion Waldren. He resides at Lacombe. Gall, 
Ellcen was born at Lacombe in December 1958, 
‘She married Gary Robert Whiten September 
10ft Gary was born at Hardisty, Alberta, They 
Dresently reside at Mulhurst, Alberta. 

“Herbert Wired worked of road construction 
tor he County of Lacombe for several years and 
‘passed away in Marek 1078, Bstelie Pesides in 
Lacombe, Alberta 











MEMORIES OF THE PIONEER ESTONIAN 
SCHOOL by Mrs. John M Tipman 

‘The Estonian School, in the Municipal 
Distriet of Lacombe, ‘came into existence 
‘pees of the need ofthe ehlldren ofthe maori 
{Y of the Estonlan-speaking pioneers who had 
feled bythe Medicine fiver. Thelr older 
fhildren were already nearing their teens and 
had-had no schoollag whatever, as there hed 
been no school close by. So, In order to Rave thelr 
children educated and learn the language of 
‘Canada, that is, English, a schoo! had tobe bul, 
‘Asultable pot was selected Inthe mile atthe 
‘Sommunlty and 2 sehool was bullt in i00. It was 
fan oblong frame bullding of lumber, palnted 
bluegray on the Inside and the outside. The 
School room area was on the east side, 
lengthwise, and the three anterooms, and en 
{tance door were onthe westside of he bulla. 
The outside door led into the central anteroorh 
and the iris” cloakroom was on the lft of ths 
nd the boys? cloakroom on the right. But, alast 
The boys" cloakroom became the bed-itting 
oom ofthe teachers Tor thefts few Years, The 
Ploneer homes were. t00 stall to provide a 
oom" suitable for the teacher. He'stept and 
lived atthe sehoel and had hs meals atthe home 
of a nearby farmer, Mr Stenvig. 

‘Maybe it isnot amiss, at thls pnt, tomention 
tat an addtional room was added fo the north 
nd of the bullding in 120 to form a tworoomed 
‘Sefool, Here grades seven to fen were taught for 
2 few years, Later these higher grade ehldren 
‘were faken’ by school van to Eekvile High 
Sehoo 

The schoo! room, was furnished by wooden 
homemade double desks: the desk tops. were 
palated black andthe seats yellow. The desk ops 
Contained fo inkwells ~ one for each pupil and 
below it was a compartment for books: ‘The frst 
Heater was a long barreliike affalr, 1a 
Tengtiwise on the floor and-capable of burning 
three footiong spruce logs. Later on an upright 
Schoo! furnace, with a round metal shield was 
provided for the school. A one-pall water foun- 
fain, with a push-button tap, provided drinking 
Water. Tals’ was a. delight to. us children. 
Everyone, whether sissy or not, wanted to push 
the button and drink the spurling water. The 

lackboards were just that’ ~ boards painted 
Dlack, with a trough for chali 

“The mafority of the children who started thelr 
cooling here were ealdren ‘of the Estonian 
ploneers — hence the name, “Estonian Sehool 
Tose attending were the Koots, the Kinnas, the 
Kingseps, the. Langers, the  Matteus, (ater 
spelled Matthews), the ‘Mores, the Moos", the 
Posts, the Pihoojas, and Raabis’ ~ al of Esto 

fan lineage. ‘There were. two families of 

















Norwegians, ihe Stenvigs and the Cillbertsons 
(ne family of English, the Dekkers; and also One 
{anlly of Finns, the Hl. 

"The frst couple of years there was school only 
during the four Suramer months, due tothe sear 





city of qualitied teachers. Only University 
Students Were available a teachers during the 
Summer monihs. Later some of the University 
Sudent tauaht for sx months, and nally, ae 
lime passed on, the fall fen month school Year 
‘ras established. 

‘The first children who arrived atthe Estonian 
Sehoal were bare‘oot boys and girly fresh for 
their new adventure In fe. it was a wonderful 
fagventure as new friendships were formed 
‘here no companions nad been avallable before 
ad not matter that they couldnt speak with 
each otter; tey could hold hands and run and 
point toa flower, grass or tre, and each would 
Say it In thelr ov language, then each would 
Fepeat the olter’s word and Iatgh. What 8 
‘wonderful fellng, just to have someone. of 
[nother Language fo share his feelings with ou! 

Tivwas sald that teacners were hard 0 
a ploncer scoot where te children da no know 
a word of English, Who would like to grapple 
Wilh ihe extra problem ofthe language barrier in 
Teaching? ut the frst teachers we dia get to 
Teach the Estonlan sehool were wonderful They 
were resourceful, patient, and had a sense of 
humour and were very ‘understanding of us 
tldren 

"For our first day of our school we carried only 
our “ard pail lunch bucket, s slate anda sate 
penell:'The teacher was a fall young man, wea 
Inga sult” andthe whitest of white shirts, 
topped with a red colored He: His alr was parted 
fon one side and neatly combed. His outward 
appearance had an electrifying effect on every 
bay because trom that day forward they became 
conscious that they, too, had hale, Strenuous ef 
forts were made by them to comb thelr unraly 
Jocks into place just lke the teacher's, and tobe 
lean like nlm. To us giels he wae from 3 
Altferent world and we wondered if we ould 
ver be part af thls outside worl 

‘School days, school days, the golden rule 
days, taught tothe tone of 2 hickory stick" It 
Scemied that this rule dtd not apply inthis early 
ENonlan school. ‘There was only" one fule 
“Learn English during school hours and on the 
play ground." We left the room qutetiy, without 
Lsking permission, nature. fequesied, bit 
hurried back so as to miss nothing. Thirst was 
(quenched atthe fountain. We lacked the words 
{br asking permission. None of the eildren ever 
‘uted ther feedom and no kor ck made 
Its appearance excep! for words 
‘or numbers. The days for us were “Golden”. 

Now’ to the actual teaching and learning. 

Belle or not, Our very fa fet Book was the 

Paton Catalog, and Very good text book it 
tras for that purpose Tt had wore an pleares 
‘at people, clothes, rooms with furniture, cur 
fins, dishes, clocks, horses, harness, sielghe 
4nd. wagons, houses, barns, and. pains. All 
‘Words and pictures were eagerly absorbed bY 
bur receptive minds and repetition etched It per 
‘manentiy there, The whole school repeated each 























word in unison and then singly. Finally back 10 
Ur seats to draw on our sates the abject and 0 
tite the correety speed word beside. The 
ates Were pertect for such work a exrors could 
fasly be corrected, Our vocabulary grew by 
leaps and bounds it was tain 1 ietow how 
‘many words we learned in a day! 

“The senfence-bllng came later and this 
eas more diet: Ost teacher made us act ot 
Sur sentences. For example, he child would go 
fnd sit‘on a chair and say" am siting on 8 
hat" This actng out each sentence was fam It 
Some of "the children iin understand. tae 
English word for example "open", the teacher 
Ssked forthe Estonian word for. He repeated 
the word lah after the pupil His accent often 
made us ugh and he laughed with us, 40. THas 
2 Rship of understanding and mutual respect 
few between teacher and pupil Ater sentence 
Building we. progressea' to. the alexander 
Readers ‘and then we were on os way 

To further expand our voeabulary the early 
teachers took the whole sehoal on excursion 
the: Wods, meadows and lakeside. Here we 
learned fo recognne the ferent types of frees 
4nd learn ther names. The meadows provided 
Drotsion of wld lowers of very shape, size and 
flor” and each with a prey mame: By the 
lakeside the wit birds were bountiful We found 
ducks. geese, skilldeers, yellow headed 
Woodpeckers, red" winged blackbirds, robin, 
Snipes. and Rawk. The sehool room possessed 8 
hart, in beautiful colors, of the common wld 
Sleds’ of Alberta. fs chart was serwinized 
thoroughly ater each fleld trip andthe Dok of 
wile towers was examined with care. These 
td ie fugit nt only e ares ot nes 
‘we saw, but also 8 deep respect for plant ad 
Shima ite i 

During the first years our teachers were 
young men, hen we had 2 “Lady Teacher" 
This was a surprise and honor tous, We gris a 
Inired her to'so end. We aspired Yo. owning 
Clothes lie Hers beau loses and skins 
‘ith pleas, that opened so beautifully a8 she 
Walked. And her hairstyles were beau, fo, 
When she taught us iris “hair care™” and 
Presented each one of us vith alength of red ib 
Gon for our tain we felt we bad risen in self 
Fespec, Last, but not east we aspired fo have a 
tnowiedge lie hers. But the boys went one step 
further than us girls, and this irked us because 
trehada' tought oft etore They washed hele 
Dare fet a the pump before coming Into cass 
We asked the boys why they did this. The reply 
Was, ‘Noone goes before a lady with dusty tec, 
Believe itor ot, we gris were aa tobe outdone 
By the boys. We asked the boys fo pump water 20, 
Wee, too, could wash our faces and bare fet 
Before ie entered he shoo! room, There were 
to fowels in the schoo fn those days, a0 al us 
toys and gis dred our wet fee by sianding ona 
Poplar lgiike birds In row, andl te wind Go 
the work: Col water and wind caused ehapping 











othe hands and feet, but this condition was east 
Ty remedied by appiving "sweet sour cream” 


Sbaringly’ on ou sores every evening. Ths treat 
ment sting, bul who cared? Fresh unsalted 
butter rubbed on our hands also kept them soft 
‘hese Beauly remedies were aways kept handy 

The winter months brought the added 
problem of something hot for hunch. Te teacher 
Solved the problem of hot drink by providing hot 
Water and the children were to bring thelr "tea 
Bought tea vas hard to get but the teacher was 
surprised to learn how many aifferent native 
{eat We had, There was camomile and caravray 
{ea made from dried wild seeds of these plants, 
‘hint tea, made from dried wild rant leavess and 
Faspberry tea: made from the wild raspberry 
plant” All of these teas were very tasty, but 
araveay tea became the favorite, 

‘One of he teachers taught us to play checkers 
during the cold weather, as blackboard games 
Used up too much chalk, Soon the schooiroom 
boasted of mandmade ‘checkerboards of tft 
brown bullding ‘paper, marked by. the right 
Colored squares ~the checkermen were colored 
Stitt paper squares, or buttons. Tals game was 
Teall enjoyed by older and younger children 
alike. After a sitting game like this there 
followed a tast game ‘of "Pussy Wants A 
Corner, withthe sehool-room windows open. Or 
{there as untrodden snow outside, fast game 
of "Fox and Geese” Was played. 

‘The teachers not only followed the school 
ccurleutum but aroused our Interest in olher 
fields, such as love of cassleal erature during 
our siory hours; interest in travel, by telling 
Sout their travels or stores about countries 
they read about, They taught us patriotic, Christ 
mas, Easter, and Folk songs fo foster out lave of 
Singing. We learned tow the debate system Was 
used in Parliament, and we offen debated on 
{opies familar to us. Group games in ori all 
artlepated taught us The importance of fair 
lay, and honor Was the al 

"Thus, in six years these Estonian school 
children) had’ learned to speak Enalisty had 
Covered thelr elght years of schooling, and were 
Feaay to write grade VIII examinations in Red 
Deer. Some left sehool without obtaining a 
Sipioma, but {rom this first crop. of pioneer 
elldren’ emerged teachers, storekeeper, and 
flour and lumber millers. Even a baker and a 
Indy’ doctor had recelved a parial year's traln 
{ng in the Estonian School, 








MICKELSON, AUGUST 
"August Mlckelson was born in Madan, Nor 








Daksta, U.S.A. of Finish parents, At an ear” 
lage he moved to Manyberries, Alberta with his 
parents, Matt and Katrina and family 1910 
Tm 120, August was united in marriage to 
Lempi Luopa, for a short time’ Wving im the 
Manybervies Distriet 
"August and Lempl moved to the Eekville 





District in 2996, buying the John Ness home- 
Stead, NE 740-3.WS. Their family consisted of 
Frances, Albert, Ella, John, sylvia, George, 
Marvin (deceased), Alan and Nite, 

empl passed away In the spring of 187, and 
Is buried in the Eckvite Cemetery. August lives 
tn his home in Eckvile, and’ ie enjoying his 
retirement 


CASSIMER Moos FAMILY 

‘Cassimer Moos emigrated from Switzerland 
{fo Montana, U.S.A, in 193. In 1908 he made the 
{ip to Canaida with nerse and wagon, setling on 
Nig 1959-2:0S northeast of Eexviie, 

IMs. Lily Molkov emigrated from Estonia as 
a widow wite her two-year-old son, Fred, tollve 
Wath her sister, Mrs, Perer, in 198. Mrs: Perler 
lived ‘north of Eekvile. ‘The foliowing. year 


Cassimer and Lily were married, and in 3810 4 
Son, Hans, vas born to ther, 





They later purchased and moved to NE-4-40-2 
‘Ws, whlch remained thelr home for many years 
Caisimer worked very hard clearing land by 
hand and working onthe Falroad wth hs team 
Gt horses. In 1912, then the first Cooperative 
‘vas formed, he wes one of the frst directors, 
Life gradually became easier. The coming of 
the telephones in 1917 made life inthe country 
‘more pleasant. By’ 120 they Were able to Buy 
thelr frst car’ — a 490 Chevrolet touring. car 
‘About 1808 Cassimer bought his rst tractor 
‘This was a Fordson, whieh he obtained {om 
farmer living on the ‘MeCreight place. Taree 
years later a gas-powered Rumley threshing 
nachine was purchased In Calgery. ‘These 
{dchines Helped to make farming easler, 80, In 
1s SE: 9-40.8.5 was added fo the farm, A few 
yeaTs later the Ep of 3338505 was bought 














trom the C.P.R. In 1918 8 new house was butt, 
‘and tls home ts still being used, 

Tralsing sheep was a way of Ife forthe Moos 
family and there was the woo (0 card and Kal 
ting and quilting to be done. Tn Those. days 
Settlers had fo goto Fed Deer and Lacombe to a 
doctor or dentist and forthe necessary shopping. 
Since Cassimer had a team of norses, he Was 
fale to make the trip in one day. He often gave a 
Hit to neighbors who needed fo go, or ald some 
shopping for them, 

"The bovs attended school at Estonian School 
and, as thelr mother boarded several of the 
teachers, thelr attendance was usualy” very 








ood. Some. of these Teachers were Miss 
Benedtctson, afr. Priestly, Mr. Smith, Mr. Lit 
Nev and Mt J. MeDonald. In 1973 Mr. and 
Mis: Moos chase a sister for the boys. Her name 
was Elste 





‘These were the years when everyone was a 
hunter, and Lily tells of the boys sing a shotgun 
bn a mouse which they saw crossing the kitchen 
Foor, Entertainment was ofthe kind that people 
ould make for themselves. Drama clube were 
brgantzed, and their productions were shown at 
various schools and alls. The annual Christmas 
Concert as the highlight of the year in each 
Community, and everyone, fom baby to Grand 
ima altended oF tok part in Mrs. Moos often 
fang “I Love a Lite Cottage” and ‘Smiling 
Through” to the accompaniment of Miss 
Benedietson. Este took plano lessons from this 
feaeher and Freddie took violin lessons om 2 
Mr. Warbeton. Estonian gatherings, whlch 
Sometimes lasted as long as a week, were held it 
fhe eariy summer. Each summer they visited & 
Adferent district, suchas Gilby, Stettler, Barens, 
Peace Ruver, ete. Bven the Saturday night steam 
baths were an occasion for visiting 

in 1980 Fred married Mary ‘Bellicka and 
moved to his farm one-half mile south of the 
home place. They had two sons, Donald, and 
Eeonard, and a daughter, Jennine, Fred later 
‘moved to Eekvile for relirement, and pasted 
vay tere on April 18,197, 

‘iste married Tolmt Totonen on april, 19, 











Cine Moor ih ge My die. 


and they lived on his farm three miles east. They 
haves son, Rodney, and a daughter, Deloyee 

Hans carried on with the famally farm, adding 
another quarter in 1029. In 1838 he and Nora 
‘Tabldnen were married, and they have two sons, 
Clarence and Edward, and # daughter, Dianna, 
Hans was able to buy. a larger threshing 
‘machine, with an Allis Chalmers powering I 
‘For several years he dia custom thpeshing, and 
tne Season sometimes lasted as long as forty 
Gays, He had purchased a new Ford V8 car (0 
fake his bride on thelr Roneymoon. 

‘rubber tired tractor was sonn added to the 
farming: equipment, and in 1885 he bought 
hhaystacker, whlch helped to make the Job of pu 
ting up hay ate easter. It was nis vear, fo, 
‘hal the new barn was bull twas hard to ire 
‘men fo work onthe farms during the war Years, 
Spooften sls were hired to do the housework in 
‘order thatthe wives could help with the outside 
{arm work. Grain combines first appeared Inthe 
Glstlct In 1898; a Case pulltype machine for 
Hans and Masteys for Pete Moro and Harry 
Thomas, 

‘When the electricity came to Eekvile in 1942 
Hane bougat a 32 volt Deleo power plant from 
Gswala Umar This mage lifeon the farm much 
Sprighter” andthe installation of running water 
and indoor plumbing’ year or so later further 
helped to male life more pleasant and con 
vetlen 

Highlights over these busy years were the 
arrival of Hans and Nora's three children — 
Clarence in 1804, Edward in 1885, and Dianna in 
1908, “All work and no play" was not the rue In 
the Moos household, Hans and Nora both 100 
part In curing, square dancing, drama clubs, 
hunting, and bive berry picking. Hans spent 15 
‘Years rom 1950 unl 13, a8 counelior, fist for 
ihe Af{D. and then forthe County of Lacombe, AS 
"he famity res up, more land was bought (Ni 














40.12) and in 1855, when Clarence married 
Mara Korhonen, the young couple made theit 
home a1 this location, since ‘Clarence had 
Aeelded to follow inhi father's footsteps and be 
SMarmer. However, they lived withthe folks for 
Almost two Years, before they were able fo buld 
thelr own house. They have a son, Jerry, and a 
daughter, Loraine, 

Eddie! married Shirley Raabis in 1958, 
atthough af the tlme, he was working on oles 
he later came home. and started farming ft 
Darinership with his dad. A (aller was moved 
{ato the yard for thelr living accommedations, 
They have five children — Lane, Derek, Sandra, 
Brenda, and Wesley. The boys are now old 


{00Rh to help their father a'great dal onthe 
Dianna was married to Keith Misner in 1950 
and they moved fo Kelth’s farm located in the 
Bingley, Alberta, area. Tele three ebldren are 
Darrell, Delores; and Donald. Keith ost his fe 
{nan accident ix 1967. Dianna and the children 
then moved back home to live with her parents 
In 1963 Hans and Nora built a new House on 
the farm. They enjoyed living Int until 197, at 
Which time they bought a house in Eekvile and 
Tetired there, Retirement for Nora has meant 
‘work In her yard and garden, and the eutling 
Season keeps her_especially. busy. The 
Friendship Club, TOPS, and Hospital Auillary 
activites all get.a share of her time. She [st 
Fegular visitor at the Eekville Manor House 
Hans spends a (ot of time at the farm, and 
sometimes gets i some fishing and hunting, He 
fand Nora usually make at least one trip each 
Summer to B.C, to get full while tis in sease 
there. And thus they spend thelr “retirement 


MOOS, FREDRICK. JOHN (MALKOV) — by 
Rove lieniekson 

Fred came to Canada as a small boy with his 
widowed mother in 1908 at wo years of age, They 
lived with am aunt, Mrs. Perle, unl the time 
hls mother married Cassimer Moos, After her 
marriage they moved 0 tte NE. 440-3 05. He 
{ew upon the farm with a brother, Hans, and a 
Sister, Elsi, and farmed with his parents antl 
hs marriage to Mary Belllcka in 1990 He then 
‘moved to farm the Ee 33.30.15, 

‘in 3831 Fred and Mary hada son, Donald, and 
in 1985 another son, Leonard, was bor, followed 
Dy a daughter, Jeanine, in 197 

While farming Fred also operated a trucking 
business, hauling grain fuel from Turner Valley 
allroad es to. Rocky’ Mountain House Guring 
the winter mouths, and many other things, Later 
he moved fo Bekville where he held the position 
of agent forthe Searle Elevator fora number of 
‘years, After leaving the elevator he took over 
‘well dling from Keren Bros. and drilied wells 
In Bekville and the surrounding dlstrict In 198 
he returned fo the farm, sith his two sons and a 
housekeeper, Rose Henrickson, and her small 
nephew, Perry, While farming fe opened and 

















operated the United Farmers of Alberta Service 





ation, along With the Case farm machinery 
dealership. He worked parttime for Eekvile 
‘Mutual ‘Telephones thea became a. steam 


engineer af the Bowden Institution until 1969, At 
this time he had a heart attack, and was unable 
to work after that 

"The tarm was rented out for some years. He 
‘moved fo Eekvile in May, 187 to Grannie Moos 
former home, which Rose Henrickson stil oe 
Cuples. The farm was sold tn 171 

"Fred passed away on April 1,197, leaving to 
mourn fis Toss" sons, Don of Edmonton and 
Ceonard of Rea Deer, is daughter, Jenin, and 
eplet, Perry of Rea Deer, and Hove of 
pekvile 

Don married Evelyn Hobnstein and their 
children are Kelvin, Donne and Janice, Leonard 
‘married Freda Nelson, who have four ehdren — 
feo daughters, Arlene and Joyce, and two son5, 
Ralph and Donald. Jeanine married Bud 
Armstrong. They have three daughters. — 
Debra, Danet, and Daileen. Later she married 
George Johanson and they have one son, Bret 


MORO, JOHN — by Edward Moro 

‘My parents, Johh and Anna Moro were part ot 
the rst pioneers tthe Bekville alstic. 

Dy father, mother and three ehildren, Peter, 
lght, Amanda, sx, and Faward four, arsved i 
Ganada from Estonia In 1908. We eame to Red 
Deer by train. From there we travelled by horse 
and wagon along ralls as there were no roads 
We seitied on a homestead. about tive miles 
northwest trom’ the ‘present location of the 
Eekville village 

We were fortunate that my uncle — Karl 
Maro —had come to Canada two years ahead of 
ls so\we were able o stay with him and his fam 
IY und our father got our one room logtouse 
Dull To start with ving was very primitive, We 
Nad a diet floor, sod for aot whieh was nol raln- 
proof. Since there was no. souree af Income, 
father went 0 work for the CPR, west of 
Calgary. tn the meantime, we fad t0 do with 
what was avallable. There was an abundance of 
fish in the river, also rabbits ‘and prairie 
ehlekens inthe bush The only groceries We used 
{o get trom the store were — sugar, salt, flour 
and soap. We also hada cow anda garden plo, 

‘When father returned he was able (0 bay oxen 
snd other equipment fo clear the land. The clear 
ing of the land was hara work and we al had fo 
pitch in. When a few acres. were cleared the 
Breaking Was done with the oxen. Also. any 
‘travelling and hauling was done withthe oxen. It 
{ook several days to make a trip toed Deer and 
beet 

‘In 1912 we were able to bulld our frst three 
bedrooms house. In 14 when the it World War 
Began times were sill hard, However, by 1918 
farmers had horses and eaile, more land was 
cleared and we were able 1a grow more grain 
Grain prices hed improved. Milking cows was 














also a good souree of income. Milk was hauled to 
ine local cheese factory. By that lime many 
farmers were able to buy thet itt automobiles. 
As far as sohools were concerned, most of the 
Blonecrs children had to walk many tiles {0 a 
Eountry school in any kind of weather 

‘Our soclal life was qute lively. We sed to get 
fogether at Sam and Heary Klnna’s farm. An 
Evtonian soctety was started by the group. We 
also had a library 

At present, my wife and I are retired and live 
tn Summerland, British Columba 

Peter bought the N 21-405 from his Uncle 
Karan the NW 2640-3W, Hudson Bay land 
The Peter Moro family lived on the NW 36 unt 
thelr retirement to Eckvile 


MOTUS, GUSTAY (1889-1977) 
‘One af the early’ ploneers of the Eckville 
‘auby area, Gustav Mortus in 1910 came by boat 
to New Vork Cty at the age of 21 years from 
Semenpallo, near Vervo, Estonia. He let behind 
in Estonia his mother, May Sark Motus, (iis 
father, Peter Mottus had passed away), sister, 
Katherine, and brothers, John, Jacob and Paul 

Gustav, or Gust, oF Gus, as he was known to 
his friends ald tat the ship was an ola wooden 
ne, and very crowded, and how he and another 
Immigrant, Hugo Mottus (no relation) would 
Spend the nights eapturing the rats and throwing, 
them overboard, 

“Atte working in New York State for a few 
mont, ne, along with Hugo (the friend he met 
fn the boat) eame to Canada to work on an Esto 
‘lan farm west of Giby. They wanted to get off 
aI Lecombe butt was nol until the tran bad 
Sireedy’ reached south “Edmonton that they 
Tealized they had gone too fat? Nothing fo do but 
Walk back the 7 miles! "They followed. the 
Falltay tracks, and slept in the ditches at night 

‘Atle working onthe farm west of Gilby. Gus 
worked forthe fown of Red Deer digging ditches 
for the sewer ines. He thought nothing of Walk 
Ing. along rough tralls out from Red. Deer to 
Eckvile to visit trends, mainly a young lady 
famed Linda Saar Kingsep, and back to Red 
Deer, a distance of 45 miles; each way 

‘Gis's brothers, Jacob and Paul, and sister 
Katherine eame trom Estonia to Join him and 
Together they homesteaded in Rigila, about six 
niles west of Gilby. ‘They cleared the land by 
hand, because the land was very’ hilly the} 
ulsed wheat where possible on ihe fat plateaus. 
There was a beautifl brook at the back of the 
house with watereress and lady's slipper grow 
Ing on the banks. A sauina Was bull beside the 
brook to take advantage ofthe fresh, clear, run 
nag water 

‘Gus was never to see hls mother and his 
brother again 

in 1917 Gust married the young lady he had 
‘been visitng in the Bekville afea Linda was also 
‘rom the Estonian community inthe area, Thiele 





son, Edward Rudolph (Rudy) was born there in 
isa the following year. 

‘Around that time Gust purchased from the 
PAR a quarter section of and NW 224033 at 
the other end of the Medicine Valley, about elght 
inlles othe east. He bull afog house (whieh was 
‘Added Yo in stages), and in e23 twin daughters, 
Emma and isle, were born thre, Grandmother 
Kingsep twas the midwite and the three pound 
bales tere placed Inthe oven of the wood stove 
to keep warm, 

Gus brother, Paul and sister Katherine 
(acaiy) Femained’on the Risula homestead. His 

rotier, Jacob, was killed onthe homestead by a 
frinding wheel which flew loose while he Was 
‘Sharpening iis ax 

‘On the CP.R- quarter section Gust now made 
his home, He cleared the land by hand and with 
horses. It was gently rolling and and Gust raised 
wheat, getting something ike fae a bushel. He 
had five horses to pull the plough, dis harrow, 
binder, ete, and the horses were taken Gare Of 
Gist wth great devotion. 

“nda would milk cows and sell thick cream 
(ataliie over 82a big ean) and raise and sell 
‘Strawberries and raspberries 

Preparing the land for the seed grain tn the 
spring would require walking behind te 20 foot 
Wide, horse pulled, narrow ~ dusty, tiring work 
Inthe cold March winds, when there were about 
50 acres to criss-orss by foo 

‘As with other pioneers, Gust had tobe very in. 
ventive in his. farm repalr work. He had. 
blacksmith shop, which was Used often forall 
Sorts ofingenious repairs the farm machinery 

"Travelling in summer would be by Model & 
very siylsh ene with curtains, over dlrt roads, 
When caused much aggravation by becoming 
muy’ when Ie rained 








1In tho winter, travel was by a team of horses 
hitched to big sleigh. Gus would heat a nice big 
rock inthe oven for an hour at two, then Wrap 
{n blankets and put in the slegh 10 Keep feet 
warm. ‘There would be a cushion of straw 
covered with blankets to sit on. Coming home 
from a tate visit or dance in the Estonian ot 
Gilby ‘Community halls, the stars andthe 
Northern Lights would be very bright and you 
ould hear the eruneh of crisp snow under the 
Fungers of the sleigh 

Social Credit was the big new politcal pazty 
with Premier Abernart and then Premier Maa 
hing. The party was to remain in power for 35, 
‘eats, so there was a young generation of Alber 
{ans who fad kaown no other potitieal party tn 
power, 

Tn tne 1950's Gus and Linda let the farm and 
lived in he town of Bekville, leaving thelr son, 
ugy, fo take care ofthe farm. 

‘Wen Linda passed away in i967, Gus lived in 
a Senlor Citizm's Home in Rocky” Mountaln 
House, and then moved to one in Red Deer. He 
‘was very happy in these Romes and lived in great 
comfort, until he passed away In 197 








Morrus, RUDY EDWARD — by Myrtle 
Fatapott 

‘Oh March 11, 1819, Mr, and Mrs. Gustay Mot 
tus had a baby son ~' Rudy. They were living on 
a farm north of Withrow ai tat time, Later on 
‘wien Rudy was six years old they moved fo the 
[NW 2240-30 in the Gilby district Rugy slong 
‘with his ta sisters Elsie and Emma took all is 
Schooling af the Bstonlan School. He stayed on 
{he taraly farm and helped his dad farm. Teudy 
‘tained in the Army at Rea Deer in November 
and December of 188. He aid not gointa service 
tverseas as his daa was in poor health and he 
‘Was needed at home, 

‘February 16,1898, Rudy was married to Myr 
tte Solberg. daughter of air. and Mrs. John 
Sotberg of Bentley. They lived on the farmn With 
‘ls parents until Me, and Mrs, Mottus retired 10, 
livelin Bekville, 

Rudy worked at the Bekville Hospital from 
1858 {0 1964 as thelr malhtenance man. He also 
Was on the supervisory committee for the 
Eckville District Creat Union for three years 
He served on the Estonian school board in the 
Tate 190s, 

Five children were bora — Arnold now 
‘married fo Vera Kind and living in Red Deer, has 
4 son Robert anda daughter Kethy; Jean Is 
Iarried to Joe Mali and they live at Hespero, 
They have two children, a'son Stephen and 
daughter Lark. Helen Is married to Les Daven 
ort They vein Calgary and have two children, 
{son Fiyan and a daughter Joanne. Cheryl and 
“Angela at home. 

Trudy passed away very suddenly on October 
2, 196, 

‘On july 3,198 1 married Bin Patapott — born 
Apri 17,1845 at Coaldale, Alberta. He served 














overseas in the army forfour years. He ig ahead 
‘operator atthe Gilby Texaco Gas Pian. Bil had 
five children ~ Valerie is married fo Norman 
Anderson, ‘They live at Bentley and have two 
enlldren rani and Trey. Debbie at home, Susan 
Is'married fo Richard Mersield. They live at 
Fox Creek end have two children, Jasen and 
Sherri. Nancy deceased October 19, 19%, 
Douglas ives at Sangudo, alberta 


JAMES AND MARGARET NELSON — by Lor- 
‘na Tink (A Daughter) 

‘The depression, years of dryness, and hall for 
three successive years forced many femiles to 
leave home, farm and friends for more promis 
Ing’ areas.'Such ‘were the reasons for Jim, 
Margaret’ and their four children, Donald, 
Douglas, Dean and Leoma, coming fom Stettler 
{o the Gilby area inthe fail of 188, Jim worked 
fora few years for his brother, Cant 
Westergara, at the Guby'store. He also worked 
In logging’ camps during winter months to 
Supplement the family income, Margaret taught 

he Medicine Valley Schon tram 1839 to 192, 
‘About ths time they purchased the Kinna 
Neuman quarter section (SE 20-403-W3), whlch 
has been "home" ever singe, Mom taught at 
stonan School trom loz fo 18, These were 
fhe vears of qulting bees, making packages fo 
Soldlers and so on, don't remember the work — 
Just the fun of visiting and having flends come 
{o see us. Because there was no church near, on 
Friday’ affernooss, hrs. Mackengie, Granny 
Hogling, Faye Hoglund and mom had Sunday 
School Is the Bstonian Schoo. 

‘in September of 1846, mom took over the 
Grate five to elght class at Dickson, Don and 
Doug: were now in ‘high school and Dickson 
offered grades one to 13, and a teacherage, BY 
{his time Davia and I had helped to round out out 
farally to 2 happy’ alt-dozen, Bach weekend, 
holiday and summer found us back at Eekvile, 
helping dad on our farm and taking a part in te 
‘community we called "hame.” One ofthe most 
Important’ areas of our involvement was the 
Sunshine Gospel Mission, Just one anda Balt 
alles south of our home, tere Mr. L, Maclean 
‘et with people of the community in'a service 
fach Sunday afternoon. The Christmas concerts 
Sand. summer plenles. were truly memorable 
‘events, Involving much planning and organizing, 







































rm sure, I remember how nicely everyone was 
Azessed, how exelted end happy they Were, ang, 
tf course, the scrumptious food, candy bags and 





Home was always a place for frlends 
baseball games followed by corn feasts oF skiing 
tr tobogganing parties In the winter Calefly, 
however. ur nelghbours made our area a good 
tne to put our roots down, Our beloved mom 
passed away on April 1, 1996 and is buried Inthe 
Gitoy Cemetery 

Bad remains on the Rome quarter. He has 
retired from farming and’ hunting, ‘but keeps 
busy tending his house and yard, fishing and 
siting, Don is a member of the RCMP. He 
married Eunice Petersen of Dickson. They have 
three euldren Brian, Brenda and Bruce and are 
presently stationed’ at Yorkion, Saskatchewan, 
‘Boug s an aeronautie engineer” He married Ber: 
alce Thorkman, daughter of Charles and Sylvia 
‘Thorkman of Eekville, and has three children 
Philip, Timothy and Kelly. They lve in Calgary, 
Albert, 

‘Dea is a Major in the Canadian Armed 
Forces, He married Joyce Sherwood tom Unity, 
Saskatenewan. They have three children 
Darlene, James and Deanna and are now 
Sationed at Ottawa, Ontario 

‘Leama is-a registered nurse, She married 
Dale Cave, originally from the Staulfer area, 
‘Trey have’ four children Carl, Lorna, Wesley, 

Fant and ive at Ekle 

‘orna received her B.E@, from the Univers 
ty of Alberta and teaches In Eckvlle. She 
‘married Verval Tak, originally trom Leslieville 
‘They have two clldzen Garry and Gregory and 
Ive at Gilby 

‘David Works for Bell Telephones and ives in 
Hanover, Ontario, He married Nancy Groh of 
Bari, Ontario and has two children Daniel and 
Kimber 


BILL PALM SR. FAMILY 

William and Trene Palm were married 
September 2, 19 In Red Deer, Alberta. Irene 
Was. the former” Itene Jonanion, the fourth 
daughter of Erie and Anna Johanson of Bente 
‘They set up their fst home on the Leukoma 
farm, which was sold to Gust Juutl ia short 
lime That fall they moved to Palm Bayon the 
forth end of Sylvan Lake, This was thet home 
{or the next one and aha years, Melt first son, 
Harola, was born here in 15, 

“in 1926 the family moved tothe C.P.R. land, 
‘own later as the Brattberg home, ia the Boyle 
Gisriet, During the next three years the family 
Increased to Include Leo, bora in 1825; Phyl, 
born in 1927; and Thelma, born in 829. At this 
time, ‘Bll started a small sawmill, using & 
statonary engine, Then, by borrowing $50 from 
Fred brickson with an agreement to repay ths 
by doing grinding in return, BN acquired. a 
‘Moline tractor from Hans Rangen, This had & 
fiverhorse-power Palroanks ‘Morse. upright 























‘engine. Bl now operated a larger scale sawn 
Rough spruce and paplar lumber sold for $10 3 
thousand 

"The spring of 1990 was the next move to the 
present Rodney Tolonen farm, SE. 18402 Ws 
Over the next few years Bill cleared and broke 
all the acres of land on these three quarters. The 
family helped by pleking roots, While Bil and 
Irene lived at Palm Bay they had Everitt Makela 
build them @ log house, marked each log, moved 
these to their new location and then 
Feconstructed thelr house ints original way. The 
house was of open construction, wilh no par 
‘fons. Tse ceiling and floor were made of green 
umber purchased trom Carl Hilstad. This 
Shrunk, and they eventually were five boards 
Short An ov even found its way In but couldart 
find lis way out. The floor was the rst shiplap 
floor around the neighborhood. The rooting Was 
Of biroh bark. Tas curled, then leaked 
Toot had 10 be shingled by Elmer Ki 
Bellica. The steambath, oF sauna, was bull by 
Ho Makt. ‘Saturday nights were traditional 
gatherings of family and friends for a bath, 
‘isting and coffee. Everyone made their oma 
Entertainment. The log home of the Palms wae 
the centre for several dances. with. musie 
Supplied by John Luoma on the accordion and 
‘Atvied Thorman onthe violin The Palm fanily 
hhad now inereased by two more members 130k 
was born in 188) and ‘Ron was born in 1953 
Harold died on Maren 23, 199, "a vietim of 
reumonta. 

In 1851, Bill again got into the sawmill 
business. Prices were cheaper. Second grade 
lumber sola for $8. thousand, top grade for Sit 
‘ousand, and slabs for one cent apiece. I¢ was 
ot nustal fo saw slabs into wood for three days 
Stralght. These would resemble a big straw ple, 
‘Avone-ton truck load of slabs sold for $10, The 
Bekuille Co-op and Eckulle Creamery were {0 
(of the Palms’ best customers. Bl Jr, born in 
‘ar and ety, born in 190, now completed the 
{amily of Bil aad Trene Palm. 
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1 1941 anew bara was builton the Palm farm 
by Arvi Niemela, Tals was celebrated by holding 
abarn dance, whlch also was a Wedding dance 
for Art and Betty Johanson. To pay Av for his 
services of building the bara, Bil traded him a 
1828 Chrysler car, and in the bargain Bill got 3 
‘Model T Fora to boot. The Model T was traded 
fo Walter Hogiund and Ray Meyers Yn order to 
Bet the bara painted. 

"1847 the new house was built by Nestor 
Lindguist and Larry’ Saar, fom lumber sawed 
ty Bil, Bul Llkata planed some of te lumber. 
‘The oid house. was sold. to. Emil: Wester, 
Erizzel', of Rea Deer, moved it to Sylvan Lake 
where Itiow stands. A housewarming was eld 
by the nelghbors and the family was presented 
‘with purse of money. 

During these years, the Palm family was 
engaged in mixed farming. One sideline Was the 
Use of the Hart Parr for grading the munteipal 
Toads. The outfit included Bil Pam on the Hart 
Part pulling the grader operated by Fred Ponto, 

T's lifetime and interests centred around 
‘machinery and trading. Back in 198, s company 
Was formed. Tis members included: Leukorna 
Henry Jonson, Osear Karjala and Join Palm 
‘Together they purchased. Stanley. Tones 
thresher, Later, When this company broke up, 
John Palm took the separator, Leukoma the 
‘engine, Johnson the truck and Karjala received 
fash. Bill bought this unit trom his dad. This 
Machine, te first inthe district, was hand-fed, 

"i was pulled around by horses 
carrier on It. The stationary 
‘as a nine horse power, 
je next Improvement was a wooden 
separator purchased for the price of $9) trom 
Uilok of Bentley. Arvl Niemela and Bill Palm 
sawed birch lumber and rebut the frame of his 
machine, Ths was used for many years to thresh 
the erop as well as threshing for the neighbors 
‘This separator was later sold t0 Elikala 
Brothers. During this time, Larmers paid for the 
service ot threshing by the number of bushels 
threshed. Charges ere three cents a bushel for 
ats, four cents bushel for barley and stx cents 
‘bushel for wheat, Wages pald were $4 day for 
41 man and fear. ‘The farmer was expected 10 
feed al the men and horses while the outtit 
thresied at his place. The ladies competed to see 
‘who could put on the best meals. 

‘in 1947 Bil acquired a ste! separator. His run 
at threshing time Included neighbors Tolonen 
Lapp, McKenzie, Hogluna, Parkkar, J. Wor, 
AF Johanson, Frank Johnson, Mac MeDougal, 
LLuopa, ‘Likala, G. Erickson and Yacooshin 
Threshing was not all work. Otten the evenings 
furmed into'a whist game at Lapps. Later this 
Separator was sold to Leo Palm of Rimbey, after 
bbelng used on the Condor farm. 

‘The combine was purchased in 1952 trom 
Chester ‘Kasha. Later'it was sold to Richard 
Korger. The combine brought a new, easier 


ot harvesting, but also did vay with threshing, 



































which had been an excting, eventful part ofeach 

‘ill and Irene Palm were surprised by a 
gathering of thle family"and fetenas on theit 
35m wedding’ analversary in 1949, ‘They were 
presented with aset of silverware and a purse of 

Dil served a term as seeretary onthe school 
board of the Estonian School, This schoo! 
provided the early education of most ofthe Palm 
enllaren 

Irene was a busy wife and mother during the 
vears of farming. She helped ‘ith Foot pleking, 
milking, as well as gardening and filha up 
beaulift yard. Irene was one of the falthful 
members of the sewing cirle, which was or 
{ganized in the all of 1995. Aual Parkkarl and 
Hulda Wester organized te aelghbornood ladies 
Ino a social afternoon of visting. This group 
continued te meet until about 16 

Tn the spring of 1984 the family farm was sold 
to Richard: Korger, of Nebraska, US.A. The 
farally moved to their new farm three ries west 
‘ot Condor, adjacent fo No. 11 highway” TMs Was 
the £2.30. Again, 200 acres ofthis hall tee 
lon ad tobe broken. An auction sle was held in 
187, the farm sold, and Bil and Irene moved to 
fan acreage at Condor corner 

Bill ana ‘Irene's 50th wedding anniversary 
was celebrated in 874 A tamily dinner was eld 
at Phyllis” and’ Gordon ‘Eriekson's home. A 
Program and dance followed at the Eckilie 
Efons Hall. Musie was supplied: by: thelr 
neighbors the Psikas, 

‘Bl's Toth birthday analversary was honored 
by a family party at the home’ of Mary and 
Laurel Nielsen Bill received a leather armchalr 
‘Another party was held atthe Nielsen home for 
irene’s Toth birinday. She Teceived @ purse of 
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Bill and Irene's children are all married 
Tey have 34 grandchildren ana several great 
grandchildren. They are presently enjoying thelr 
Fetirement st Condor, where thelr activities in 
‘luge gardening, keeping up their yard, visiting, 
and playing bingo. 


PALM, LEO AND RUTH. 

ee Paim and Huth Wright were married In 
January, 1880 and lived on the Alex Johnson 
place ta ihe Estonlan Distrct.Leo was the son of 
ene and Bill Palm, Rath came from Lacombe 
toveach the Estonian School for te year 198. 
3 

“Tele daughter, Jocelyn, was born October 
2s, 160, A second daughter, Barbara, was bora 
four years later on September 13, 195, 

‘While ving inthe astret, Ut taught plano 
Jessons in her home and in Eekvile 

Th May, 1953, the family moved to a farm in 
the Porshe area, southeast of Rimbey, where 
they sil ive 


PELTONEN, ELI — by Kate MacKenzie 

‘El Peltonen care tothe Manvberres district, 
‘oom Kuri, Finland in 1905, He worked forthe 
CPLR. In Medicine Hat In 120 e bought a {arm 
fai Mansberres. He seat for his wite and two 
Small sons, Levi and Wayne and they farmed 
With horses and milked cows, ‘The depression 
‘eats were on and twas very hard tomake al 
Ing. soln the early forties EH moved hs amily to 
the’ original Palm home at the north end of 
Sylvan Lake. In 184 he purchased the Jack 
‘our tarm, seven and one'half miles northeast 
oc Eekviie, Levi and Wayne worked in the bush 


luring the winter and during the summer they 


Worked for afferent farmers, also P 
‘op on thelr ven land. 

‘owt ‘married’ Francis Sweet (Mfiehelson 
‘Tney lived in Eckvlle and both worked atthe 
hospital he as caretaker and she as cook, Wayne 
femained on the farm with his rother and 
father. They were good neighbors and were 


tng In a 





always willing {0 lend a helping hand. Mr, 
etionen was a very’ well educated maa and 
terote many’ artiles for the ehuren papers In 
Finland, He was a Very religious man and 
altended the Sunshine Gospel Mission until his 
passing. Mrs, Peltonen, Levi and Wayne have 
lls passed away. They wore good nelghbors and 
fare sadiy missed by the whole dstict. 


PERLER, PETER AND FAMILY 

‘Peier Perler and his wile, Elizabeth, with 
‘hol six year old daughter, Lda, immigrated 
{fo Canada in 1808 trom the city of Tartu, Estonia, 
‘Burope, They settled in the Medicine Valley is 
{tiet north of Eekvile ater known aa the Este 
nian district. At thls fime there were no roads 
‘and only about two or three familes isolated in 
fhe dense bush Inthe area 

‘Mr, Perlerfook homestead deed on NE 40. 
‘E05, bullt a erude shack, having a drt floor 10 
Sart, Then he deft hls wife and daughter and 
Went out seeking work, He worked on the 
Tailroad construction at Kananaskis, pushing 
‘cement wheel barrow, whieh was nol easy for & 
‘man from the city who had been a school teacher 
land owned a hotel anda smal knting business 
Due to great stores of free land and freedom, 
‘Mer Perler had succumbed fo the urge to comes 
Canad, 

‘Once here with his family he had. no money 
left, nor could he earn enough to go back to his 
‘homeland. Hs wife tore all her mice city clothes 
to'shreds in the bramble bushes. She was 
naturally very unhappy but had fo make the best 
Gt It, They ald not have much to eat in Those 
‘days sack of flour, very few staples and what 
‘vild game, such as wild bleds and rabots, th 
Were around. Many" atime they had Indlans 
‘come to the door begging for flour or something 
{o'eat, which seared Mrs. Perler and her 
daughter very much, especally when they were 
Jett tlone. At one time Mrs. Perler had shot & 
rabbit and had It cooked, ready to cal, when an 
Indian came tothe door and potnted atthe ra 
bit. She glaaly and hurriedly let him have fi. 

‘Lydia grew up very much alone, playing with 
colored stones in nearby creeks. A, few years 
Inter a school was but afew miles nétth west of 
the present site of Bekville, so she was able oat 
{end by walking about four miles through he 
brush ‘and. timber. She later married Paul 
anger, who also had immigrated 19 Canada 
fom Estonia and settled on the SW 1040-215. 
Peter Perle then sols land fo hs brother 
lave, Casslmer Moos, which land 1 stil owned 
and farmed by the Moos family. He ana he wife 
then went olive with thelr daughter and her hus 
band, Paul, who by now had bull a comfortable 
home, irs; Perier passed avvay in 1816 and Mr. 
erie in 1045, 

‘Eater a the community grew, both Pau! and 
Lydia Langer were ative in comimunity atfars. 
Cyala belonged to the U-R.W.A. and alto was 8 
‘member of the Estonian Ladles Club. She and 




















her very good frend, Mrs, Aaron Hoglund, sang 
duets at local funetions. One of thelt very DOD 
lar duets was "Whispering Hope”. 

Lydia and Paul hed three daughters, Erna, 
Afni (Aifeen) Haze, and a son, Felix, who dled 
very young. Paul passed away’ in 1958 Lydia, 
after having raised ner tamily, sold. the 
farm—the Si 1040-WS to Willlam MeKenzle 
nd the home quarter, SW 10403.W3, to Volley 
Soerd, who tarmed it for a few years and th 
Sold to Paul Langer’s grand nephew, Kenneth 
Langer. Lydia’ then ‘moved to the’ town of 
Eckrille where she bult a new home and lived 
ntl her health “gave. out and after being 
hospitalized for about two years died in June, 
a, 

















Pimoosa FAMILY 

Mr. and Mrs, August Pihooja and thei elght- 
‘month-old daughter, Hilda, arrived in Canada 
fom Estonia in January, 19s. after reaching 
Eekville they stayed a year wth Henry KingseD 
and family, whom they knew, and Who had conse 
{o Canada a few years before they did 

‘When Mr, Pihooja got hls homestead te and 
his wife bulit a one-toom log house with a sod 
Toot. tn those days rain semetimes fell for many 
days, and they had to eaten the drips in pals 
The ony thing they had Ye buy was a window and 
lumber for the door and toot. The eracks In the 
Wall were filled with clay and-all. was 
Wwiltewashed with lime. They lived inthis house 
Tor two years then built a big five roomed Tog 
howe, 

In 807 Lilly was born and Albert was bora in 
1808: There was no hosplial or doctor close, £0 8 
‘mlawife was called, 

Mr. Pihoojs Worked on the ralroad where he 
‘made $1 a day and 50 cents was taken off for 
oom and board. When spring came he bout & 
feam of horses and a sulky plow and got some 
land: ploughed. and seeded, As years passed, 
more and more jand was cleared and bigger im 
plements were bought. Then they bought another 
{quarter of land from Mr, Dekker, who moved fo 
the States. In 1914, with Mfr. Soderling as the 
farpenter, they uit a big house from British 
Columbia iumber 








A few dances were held in that house and the 
money that was Talsed from that was To buy 
Tiber to balla te Estonian Hall Te hall was 
all but by volunteer work 

Year ater year mare land was broke, and 
en they bought a third and a fourth quarter. In 
the fall" when thelr crop. was. threshed Afr 
Pooja would be outwith the threshing crew and 
Mrs. Pihooja would do the fall ploughing, 

As years passed they bough! fhe own tractor 
and threshing machine. Hilda went to college in 
Btmonton and worked in Edmonton and’ was 
‘married to" Goldsmith Balsiey. They ‘went 10 
Spirit River and farmed there for many years 
before moving to Edmonton 

Lilly moved to Red Deer’ and Albert sold the 
farm and they moved fo Calgary. 








PONTO, AUDREY AND FRED — by Audrey 
Ponte 

T'was In 1932 that we moved toa farm north 
feast of Eckullle, a_young married couple with 
{seo small chilaren. Tue roads were terre ~ to 
the east a muskeg and beyond, steep hills with @ 
wagon road winding along the side of them. 

Th those titst Years out Relghbors were the 
Hoglunds, Luomala, Wuotis, Mickelsons, John. 
sons, Johansoas, Palms and Westers. Then ou? 
Dachlor neighbors were Andy Harvelow. Alex 
STohgson, and Nels Anrstad, 

‘Because there were no fences at that time, 
both Fred. and 1 walked for mules, hunting for 
horses and cows. T'made a litle wooden fence 
with wef eontine our three-year-old boy and 
the aby’ eas let in her er 

‘Duriag the first wo summers and one winter 
wwe lived in @ ane-roomed shack on shat Is now. 
the Clarence ‘Moos farm. Imm sure lt was the 
coldest place in the country, having been bul 
Years before from green limber, It had. 3p 
parently harbored many bed buge at ane time 
But, fortunately, the cold had got the best of 
them, 

‘Fred cut logs and had lumber made and dry 
piled. Inthe summer of 1884 we bull a house with 
fovo rooms and pantry. 11 was a happy day for us 
‘when we moved onto our own lan and tate our 
hove clea lite house, 

‘We milked six to eight cows, but cream was 
worth sollte that we gull separating snd fed the 
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rk to the plgs. When the pigs were ready for 
market they were only worth three of four 
follars. Later, when Tne prices improved, we 
Started t6 sell eream again. ‘Ts brought In 
fnough to buy groceries, with sometimes a litle 
Tet over to spend for clothes 

"The years passed and five more children 
arvived to bless our home. Fred and I worked 
very hard, but, while we had tle of material 
‘wealth, we never went hungry. This was due in 
part to my husband's huniing and trapping 
{hrough the winter months, Gradually lane was 
broken and fences were bull, We had shat You 
‘ight call a''miged farm’, trying al different 
limes 0 ralse horses, ‘cattle, sheep, pigs 
Chlekens, turkeys, ducks, and geese. At ono me 
‘re even had a family of covote pups which were 
pelted in the fall 

Tn 1971 we sold out and moved to Syivan Lake 
wnere we are now living and keeping busy and 
happy. ‘the ithe boy T spoke of fs now almost 
forty-eight years old, He is. a deat mute, but 
helped us in'many’ Way on the farm and’ now 
‘works in Calgaey, Many’ Rekville people wit 
remember Raiph Ponto 








{THE AUGUST POSTI FAMILY — by Mrs. Anna 
‘Tipmen 
hts August Post, his wife Emile (MM) and 
whit two small culdren, Hugo and Anne, came 
to Canada In 1902. They had’ been living In 
Extonla on hls father’s farm, who owned ie 
‘small holding Ths tract of land was too small 
to be divided among his sons, so August Past, 
hot wanting to Work and live oa a Baltic Baron 
Extate, decided to come to Canada where free 
to be haa 
iin Estonia was mostly owned by 
1 German Ballie Barons, The Esto 
nian people were either vassals oF slaves Who 
Worked and lived on these estates, producing 
Wealth for the barons and getting a bare living In 
felurn, They had ao freedom to move from 
estate to estate, or even to goto a village unless 
permission was granted bythe lord of the manor. 
Tn 883 passport freedom was given to the 
comiman people sf Estonla; now they could move 
from plate fo place. Tis treedom aia not help 














‘hem economically a6 the land stil belonged to 
the barons, But in 1865 land reform came intoex 
‘sence, The land was divided into small unt 
holdings and the Estonian people could elther 
Tent or buy’ these “unit Roldings™. Those who 
‘Were fortunate enough tobe abe to buy this and 
Feit free and independent, altnough land taxes 
‘Were quite high. They worked their land accor 
ding to best cultivation procedures known at the 
fime. By the time August Post was of the age to 
farm "land holdings" had become searce, soe 
feelded to look for farm land elsewhere, The 
hewspapers advertised that in Caneda 160 acres 
Of land was available for S10. for “Immigrant 
Settlers", subject to three years spent making 
Suen improvements as bullding a house, clearing 
fd cultivating 19 aeresof land and fenelng the 
homestead. August Post ana hs ite decided to 
face the hardships of ploneering and come to 
Canada with their tomy. 

"The Posts went fist to Finland and trom 
‘hore by small ship to Liverpool, England. From 
here, with other immigrants, they crossed the 
Atlantic Ocean in a “eattle’ ship" which had 
‘een cleaned and whitewashed {fo transpart 
human cargo. They took the Canadian Paciic 
allway’ from Montreal to Red Deer and from 
there they went to Sylvan Lake, Alberta. At 
Sylvan Lake they were met by Kingseps, 
Walters and Kasks, who had arrived eater 

‘August Postl'started. to. look ‘for tree 
homestead land, He chose the SW 1640-3 WS, 
becouse it had the Medicine River running 
through It, abounding in ish — pike and suckers 
‘There were spuce trees growing on I, providing 
logs for hs House, and the pea'vine grew three 
{cet high in the river valley, providing rich 
nutritious Ray for his stock. They had brought 
With them sturdy” homesmiade cloth, garden 
Seeds, such as eabbages, turnips, carrots, Deets 
and potaloes, whieh provided. their fst food 
when planted in virgin garden sol. They also 
Brought flsx and Nemp seed. These. plants 
brovided the fibre trom whieh Me. Post! made 
Pope 

‘Money was a scarce commodity, much 
needed for buying machinery, cows, oxen ot 
Horses, August Post worked heipng to Bild the 
Canadian Paciic Railroad trom Calgary west 
Sluring the winter months. Ml Postt kept the 
home fires buraing, spending her time looking 
after the cows, pigs and hoas. She carded and 
Spun wool to nit mitts, slockings and vest for 
the ‘family. She churned and-salted butter 
‘money from butter sales Was used to buy sugar, 
al fhe flour and fresh and dred ful o even 
fs payments for machinery. ‘The cows, were 
‘milked three mes a day, as cattle food was 50 
Dlentful that the cows would arrive Rome tn the 
ladle of the day and “baw to be milked 

‘Atter proving wp on tie homesteea, August 
cleared and cultivated more land. ie sowed by 
hhand broadcasting the rye, barley, oats and lax, 
These were harvested by means of a sickle, 

















sheaved by hand and threshed by a fall. The 
‘whole family Jlned inthe harvesting operation. 
Tater more up-fodate machinery was usd. 
“The August Post family increased to four 
boys and two itis, namely? Hugo, Anna, Olga, 
Keri, Henty and Rudolph, Of the orginal fay 


of eight only three are living as of May, 197 
hss. Joan M6 ipman (Anna) of Steter, rs 
Alex B. Mottus (Olga) of Bekville and Mr. Kari 
‘Post of Gilby. Al these are living on farms. 
"August and Mill Bost were very eonselen 
tious parents and were kind to faelrchilaren, 
‘They belleved Inthe equality of sexes: both bays 
and girs had to know how to do ouiside farm 
tasks or inside hotiseholé duties. The girls were 
{aught to’ ral, feed cattle, clean barns, Fake 
has, took grain, drive oxen or horses, chop fie 
Wood and, ofcourse, do al the miyriag houeehola 
Auties. The boys had to know how to seve on but 
fons, mend a tear in work clothes, sew on a 
Patch, or even tron a shirt. They had to know how 
fo clean fish, rabbits or wild game for cooking 
Band even how To.cook it. We, as ehlazen, found 
these chores challenging, and felt the pride ota 
Ccomplishment. We Joined with our parents In 
platting gardens, weeding, and later, 
Rarvesting. Every task on the farm Was shared 
‘Money to buy “"boughten” toys was scarce, 
‘but who cared! We made our own toys; cows, 
horses pgs, tens and other things were cutout 
Gof double layers of blreh bark, which provided 
four iogs to enable the animals to stand. Otten 
whole farm of animals was produced. The home 
‘was marked out onthe drt, into as maay’ rooms 
as the heart desired. Barns were produced the 
Same way, and stocked. Our Imagination id the 
‘est! But Our greatest interest was Inthe great 
Outdoors. We had. 10, know and observe. the 
‘wonders of nature sueh as. How and where ail 
the birds ullt their nests, ralsed and fed theit 
young: the "courting dances” of the prairie 
Ehlekene and wood partsidges; the Ute eyees of 
frogs, bugs, and mosquitoes In the ponds: how 
the sina fish grew Inthe river. Ant hills had to 
be supervised for “war parties” between 
Aiterent tribes. OF the animals, the rmuskrats 
Sind beavers provided the most interes. Many. 
hours were. spent watching’ them bulld thelr 
homes and filing thelr panties. Our parents 
{aught usnottoharm, molest or destroy any wild 
bird, beast, lower or vegetation — all’ were 
Sacred and had a useful purpose In lite 
“August Post was a great bellever in com: 
munity work, He realized that enterprises done 
‘coperatively took the least outpu from each in 
‘vidual and. produced the greatest good in 
‘ividualy tothe greatest number of people. Tae 
first project with which he helped was the 
Dullaing of the Estonian School, where a great 
‘deal of volunteer work was Gone by him and 
Sthers. He wanted all the children to be 
‘educated, realicing the value of education due to 
the meagre education he himelf had acquire, 
“The bilding of the Estonian Hall was another 

















community project. ‘The first neighborhood 
feelings had been held ta the Post's Ving 
room. Here agriculture problems were. ds 
cussed, such as grain varletles, methods of fl 
Ing, marketing af crops and, of course, paltes. 
(Community singing was enjoyed, Physica tain 
lng was provided by a “trapeze” hanging from 
ceiling Beams. People came to realize that 
bullding bigger than the hemes was needed for 
all hese community activities, Plans were made 
fo bullda hall witha stage and a brary. August 
was one of the Key men In planing and erecting 
{he Estonian Hal: He also as the fist Mbraan, 

The threshing of grain was big problem (0 
those early ploneers. ‘Twenty-six farmers 
‘banded tether and bought a threshing machine 
Fin by a.steam engine, Ths portable outit as 
‘moved by horses from farm to farm. Thus. a 
‘alm threshing society was formed. August Was 
E member and almost in the contre of the 
threshing run. His son Hugo later” acquirea 
steam engineer's papers to run the out A 
‘Wheat pool for mafketing grain was formed; @ 
cooperative store was organized: a muntelpal 
hospital was but, with August Post! belng 
frm supporter ofall of these projects 

‘August passed away in 1983 and his wtfe, MLL 
‘in 1945: Both were buried inthe Gilby cemetery, 


RAABIS, CHARLIE 

‘Charlie Raabls came to Canada from Estonia 
‘nthe early 1907s with his wife, Leena, thel a 
{ant daughter, Helen, and Leena’ mother, Male 
Poder, and settled on a homestead by Medicine 
River in the Gilby dstle, 

'S Yow Years later, Leena was struck by light 
ning during a severe thunderstorm while walle 
Ing home from the hay feld carrying a grass 
Scjnhe over her shoulder and ied ae eau 

Diga Knna came fo Canada as a young gt 
1 1003, from Word, Estonia with her paren 
John and. Marie Kina, her brothers. Frit, 
‘Artiur and Ernest and a sister Minnle, They, 
foo, settled on a homestead on the banks of he 
Medicine River and five miles north ofthe pre 
fent site of Bekville, 

"The nearest loin was Red Deer, Roads were 
mere tralis sot took about taree days te make a 
{ip on foot Red Deer for groceries. Money was 
Searee so Olge went to Work for Robert Gaete in 
Fed Deer for $6 a month. She didnt know a word 
‘of English but the Gaets were wonderful people 
fd they got along very well with sign language 

"In 1905, she married Charl Raabis and Took 
cover the care of lie Helen. 

Charlie worked for several years as 
‘carpenter on the C.P.R, while Olga looked after 
the farm andthe children. When they were abe 
to buy a team of oxen, charlle qult the raliroad 
‘Work and stared clearing land to make a few 
{mall flelds of oats and barley and a garden, 

‘Around 1910, the Estonian School was built 
and in 188 the Estonian Hall, Chace was the 
‘carpenter for both these community projects. He 




















also elped John Kinna bul the first lour ml in 
the commu 

‘AS the consimunity grew a cemetery Became 
nocessary, so Charlie and Olga donated a few 
eres of their homestead to serve as cemetery 
‘bout a dozen people le Duried there. 

‘Eventually, horses Teplaced oxen for fled 
work and fields became bigger as more land was 
‘eared and broke, The important day of te year 
tras when the threshing erew came fo thresh the 
Iie bit of grain each farmer had stacked near 
{he log barn so thatthe straw wouldserve as both 
{ood aad shelter for the stock during the cold 
winters, 

“Chatile also helped Grandpa Kiana bull the 
first brush cutter fo the community. This was 
pulled by’ six Norses. and enabled and to be 
blared much faster tuan could be done with an 
tke. In time the horses were replaced by a trac 

‘Cnatile was a very community minded person 
and he and Oiga both sang in te Estonlan chat. 
CCharle also served many Years as trustee and 
Sceretary-ireasrer on te school board and asa 
member of the Board of Directors for the 
Eckville Coop Association. 

‘When Charlie passed away in 198, after a 
lenght tiness, Olga moved to Eekvile (0 take 
‘cafe of her mother and father. After they were 
gone, she stayed in Bekville and spent most of 
fer spare lime in ol paling. This bobby kept 
her applly occupied for many years. She 
managed (6 paint pleture for each one of her 












































seven children as swell as for most of her 
grandehllgren before her passing in the later 
‘Summer of 16 

"Besides Helen, who passed avvay at the age of 
10, Charile and Olga had seven chllren, the frst 
tne being a daughter, Salme. Many time 
Motner had te leave tie baby alone while she 
Walked fr rales through the bush looking for the 
‘ows at ming ime, One cow always hada bel 
bung around er neek so when they were feeding, 
the bell could be heard for qultea distance and 
thus make finding them a lot easier. 

‘Salme got most of her educatlon at the Esto 
tian sehool which was a trosnile walk moralng 
land night. Her frst teacher was Mz Egen, 
ister, she walked seven miles morning and 
hight to finish her education Inthe Bekvile Mh 
enol where Aridi Was avery capable 
teacher. She attended normal school in Camrose 
tnd started her tesching carver at the Outlet 
School a few miles north of Beney where she 
{aught grades one elght. She married a farmer 
by the name. of Art Mottus and raised two 
bhildren, Charle and Donna 

"Tne second daughter, Hija, also recelved her 
education at the Estonian school When she quit 
School, dad put her in charge ofthe cow milking, 
‘ually having as many’ as elght to 1 cows (0 
‘ilk by Rand moraing and nigh. This had to be 
one ‘exactly the same time every day. Of 
‘course, we had tohave some fun foo, so we would 
Squire mile at the Uile pigs that were rooting 
ftound among the cows until they Jered to lap 
itp as fast es ft came at thers, Whoever sald 
lgs were stupid did not know what they were 
Falking about because one ite pig waited unt 
he found a cow iving down and. then helped 
Himself to all the milk he could suck. 

"After milking, the rallk Was strained and run 
through a cream separator vith the eream com: 
Ing out of one spout andthe skim milk ou of the 
bother, The skim milk as fed to the calves, pigs 
find chlekens and'a part of It was always inade 
Into cottage cheese. The eream was soured and 
‘churned info butter and the rest saved fn a can 
{Un there was enough to take tothe creamery in 
‘Eckvlle and old 




















Hija married Nick Kalev, who was well 
now for his musical talents. He wae an ac: 
complished trumpet player, directed the choir 
{and was a member of dance orchestra. He 
passed away suddenly In 1951 and left his wife 
find two ehllaren, Walter 15 and Edna 13, to farm 
‘he quarter section onthe Medtelne Hil, 

‘Chr also went tothe Bstonian schoo! but qult 
when e was of age and stayed Rome fo help with 
the farming. Later, he worked for the Moro 
brothers in their our mall in Eek. He then 
married Ethel Peterson and went farming in te 








Bentley district. They ad five children: Nor 
‘man, Carol, Alffed (Alf), Patricia and James, 

‘Mary, too, started her education inthe Esto. 
lan school and attended high eho! in Eckvile, 
Walking there wits her sister, Salme. She meant 
{o'compiete her high sehoal in Rea Deer but & 
Aistraction came i the form ofa happy-go-lucky 
cowboy-farmer by the name of Fred 
Bardenhagen, and school no longer seemed im 
portant Mary and fred were married on July 13, 
13 and, lke in the falry stories, lived happily 
ver after, 

'APIRUF went to work as a clerk in the Co-op 
store in Eckville under the management of 
Oswald Uimar, at the age of 8. At that ime, the 
(Co-op store was located inthe balling we now 
‘now as the bakery. Arthur learned to play the 
olin at an early age, as did his younger brother 
Waldo, and together they entertained the rest of 
the faraly with violin diets. 

‘Some Years later, AFIAUE tok up saxophone 
playing and also plano, while Waldo chose the 
trumpet and guitar. Taey provided the musi for 
dances for many years, Arthur's wife, Myrtle, 
playing the plano for them. Arthur's’ favorite 
port Was baseball and he, as well a his older 
Brother, Carl pltened many a game. Arthur and 
Myre raised family of three ehildren: Kaye, 
‘Marion and David. 

"They operated a small general store in 
\Wsthrow for a time but gave i up fo manage the 
Co-op store in Stettler. Art finally decided to go 
Into busines for himeeit and bought the Rainbow 
Cabins and Traller Court at Syivan Lake and, 
together with Myrtle, developed it inio'a very 
{riving operation. Mey eventually sold out and 
retired to Calgary 

‘Waldo married Myrtle Greenman and setled 
fn the nome place when Dad was no longer able 
to manage it due to ness. 

Waldo ana Myrtle were both very musteal so 
turalytalsed'a mustea family of fou, Tele 
daughter, Shirley, Is married fo Eddie Moos and 
{hough she sews and cares for thelr family of five 
ealldren, “Lane, Derek, Brenda, ‘Sandra. and 
Wesley, she takes time to sing at various soc 
inetions 

‘hel So, Garry, learned to play many in 
struments, but the Saxophone seemed Yo be hs 
favorite, He went {o Hed Deer to. work and 
‘Became’ manager of the body shop for Festival 
Ford. He married Susan Whittaker and they 
hhave three daughters, Leslie and Lana (twins) 
and Pamela 

‘Wendy 1s married to Si Scheele and they 
liveln Medicine Hat wlth ther infant son, Tyler 

‘Debble is married to Gordon Brown of Fai 
lew and they have wo children, Jody and 
Tanls. They Fecently moved to. Hines Creek 
where Gordon runs an all dealership for the 
UPA. 

‘Waldo and Myrtle sold thets farmland NW 36- 
s03.Ws to Walter Andrew, Keeping elght acres 
including the bulldings andin 1964 moved to Fal. 





























ew where, n partnership with Dorothy Forsell, 
they doug the Pinky’ coln wash which they 
operated very successfully for ten Years, then 
{hid it and moved back to thelr nome inthe Gilby 





Bl Sibelin, an old family friend, also ves in 
a traller in Waldo's yard 

For the last three years, Waldo and Myrtle 
have been working as custodians at the Eekville 
High Schoo 

Clara, nicknamed Bil, when very young and 
sul! Known by that name, went to Vancouver 
When in her teens, tock a Nalrdressing course 
tnd went to work on a lutury liner. the Prince 
George, as ahalrdresser, barber and beautcla 
‘There she met and married the chief steward, 
‘ie Bremner. Thetr family consisted of freed 
fen, Judy and Allan, 


BANGEN, MR. AND MRS. ALBERT T. — by 
Sohn Rangen and Mrs. Trygve Rangen 

Mr. and Mes. Albert Te Rangen. along with 
thelr sons Tryave and Hans, moved from Mad 
Sock, North Dakota, U.S.A. in 105, and settled in 
the Gilby area. Dad led on a homestead, NE 28. 
455, and bought a quarter 9 CD-R. land for 
Seven dollars an acre, Ayear ortwolater he pald 
Sil per acre for another CP.R" quarter, £0 he 
then owned S 27-41-35, as well as his 
homestead 

‘Dad and Mother shipped a carload of settlers 
ctfects and a team of horses to the end of the 
allroad at Lacombe. (The raliroed didnot get as 
fat at Bentley until 1918 or 1918.) Their 
belonings Nad fo be moved from Lacombe tothe 
homestead by horses and. wagons: The famlly 
Stayed with @ neighbor, Pete Pederson, unl our 
ben house was bal 

‘There was a scarcity of horses throughout the 
country at that time, so Dad started ralsing 
horses. to sel. His horse herd at one. time 
tumbered between 50 and 60 head, He became 
teeltknown Tor his horses, and during the frst 
Woria War people came from far and near to Duy 
them. As there were very few fences In {Mose 
tlays, we offen nad to ride many miles, for ds 

‘time, to locate there herd and bring them 
Home tothe corral 

‘Dad also resed cattle and had some pigs. The 
frst water well we had Was dug by hand, and we 
fot the water from the well By the “rope and 
Frucket” method. 

‘Due to his extensive experience with caring 
for livestock, Dad became known as the 
‘veterinarian of the district, ana Was atten called 
Upon by neighbors who needed help with sick cat 
{itor Horses, Dad also had feed grinder whieh 
‘vas powered bya horse walking around in ir 
‘le fu eaustng the mill to grind the grain. He 
‘id lot of feed grinding for the neighbors, 

‘Dad was a good blacksmith, and spent many 
hours over the years shoeing herses and 
Sharpening plow Shares for hlmself_and Ts 
nelghbors. i 1812, when the local Cooperative 
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Association was formed, Albert was active in its 
fnganization and became one of the frst direc: 

Eight chlldren were bora to Mr. and Mes. 
Rangen, Trygve and Hans were born In the 
Uanitea States, then four more boys and two girls 
‘were bora while the farally lived at Gllby. Cart 
‘ras bora in 1906 and John hose original name 
‘vas Ingvaig) was born in O08, In 1909 Mother 
land the four boys went oa trip to Stangvanger, 
Norway, o visit her parents, and Karsten Was 
Born while they were there. They travelled to 
And trom Norway by boat, an It fook about two 
‘Weeks to go one way” Tryaive sald Ne remembers 
‘when they eame back they were all se slek mast 
tt the time, Mother's cousin, Nis Aarstad, came 
Seek with them, so she had some help with the 
children. 

Carol (who was originally named Carotine) 
was born in si Alsen (originally named Julle) 
‘Was born fn 118 and Alfred (originally named 
Sakaries) as born in 1815, 








‘nage, Cron, Aled, Nelle Fe 





‘The children first attended the Estonlan 
School and later went to the Andrew Sehodl, a 
Dad owned and in that distil. On one warm 
Sunny’ moming the ehildren went barefoot 10 
Seioo, but had to come home tn the snow” 

‘Doctors and hospitals were far aveay In those 
day, but we were fortunate in having s nice 
heighber with a Model T Fora who took Mother 
fo the hospital in Lacombe when she was i 
Mother passed away in 1818 and is buried inthe 
Gilby Cemetery 

‘After Mother's death Dad did a wonderful job 
ot ooking after eight ealldren ~ the oldest one 
ears andthe youngest only three years ald! He 
ot help from Some of the nelghbor women, ut 
Fe would bake bread, churn Butter, and do the 
Taundry for the farlly. We ehildven all had our 
tn saddle horses, 0 we elght rede horseback or 
rave horse on two-wheeled eart to school 
Dad's cooking kept us well and happy, so we 
ever stayed Rome Irom school on aceount of be 
Ing sie, 

‘Ina hook (a diary) that Dad used to write in, 
we fn tis notation: "In 1810 he started speing 











Work on the 1th of March and on the 2nd of June 
4 foot of snow eavered the ground. On June 22 
there was a bad hallsiorm and tres, and again 
on the 2th of July." That must not have been & 
‘ery good vear! 

‘ad bull @ house and bara in 3913, The barn 
was finshed In 91a, and that barn is stil stand 
Ing in good shape today. Only aif of the house 
Was bull. There was a big kitchen, a bedroom, 
nda pantry downstairs, and an upstairs, with 
‘eranda lang the northside of the house, The 
Feat of the Rouse was supposed tobe a the south 
Side, but his other half was never bullt- Dad 
Ravled all the Kimber from MePherson's rll 
Which was northwest, past Leedale some place, 
Since it would take two days to make a trip, Dad 
used four horses so he could haul bigger ions, 
Karl Soderiand, who lived someplace north of 
Sylvan Lake, was the carpenter who bull te 
‘would stay the week end fhen wall Home for the 
‘weekends. ‘The rooms were finished with 
Breoved lumber, which was varnished. 

‘in 382 when the loeal Co-operative Associa 
tion was formed, Albert was active in Its 
frganization and became one ofthe frst direc: 
fore, After the death of Mis. Rangen In 1818, 
about 1927 or 104, Albert had an auction sale and 
‘went to the United States for a vear or so, taking 
[lired with him, Carol and allsen went to stay 
‘vith Alfred Haarstad at Bentey. He came back 
About 1895 and bought and at Leafland, north of 
the Leslieville dsiiet. Karsten, Altred and the 
Bins ved there with him. Daa Was maliman for 
$Tfew years, hauling the mall from Leslieville to 
Carls. In 1912 he bought house in New West 
fhinster, B.C, where be lived for a few years 
Before coming back to live with Alfred. Albert 
passed away in the Eekville hospital in 15 

Hans married Margaret Belt, and they had 
fave children, 

(Carl (deceased) married Audrey Evernden 
and they had three children, 

John married Clare Reltson, and they had 
two enildren. They are now living in Evil. 

























Karsten is unmarried, and lives at Sylvan 
Lake. 

‘Carol (deceased) married Floyd Fitzgerald, 
and they had four eallazen, 

‘Allsen marsied Leagh Vayle. They had three 
cnilaren 

Alfred Is single, and lives in Summerland, 
Be, 

“Trygve married Mable Solberg of Bentley. 
They had ive children, Tevavie passed away In 
{WW and is buried in the Gilby cemetery. 


RANGEN, TRYGVE — by Mabel Rangen 
Tn J818 Teygve went down fo Loverna to work 
for Chris Torgesea on a farm and In 1920 on his 
return home, riding Ola Bess, ne had an Unfor 
funate experience. On the frst day of the trip he 
Stopped fo stay overnight at farmhouse near 
Steltler. Being very red, he slept so soundly 
that he didnot hear the mah of the Rouse when he 
‘came ino the toom and took all the money that 
Trygve had in hls purse, leaving just a bit of 
change that was innis pocket. tn the morning 
Trygve was going to pay for hs lodging, but the 
tan sald that ft was tree. He obviously aid not 
want Trygve to look n hs purse! After riding on 
for a considerable dstance Tryave stopped ¢0 
have Some dianer and upon looking no. his 
Durse, found what had happened. Of corse it 
tras Go far for him to rie back fo the farmhouse 
tnd he woulda’t have been able fo prove that his 
‘money had been stolen even the had gone back. 
"This experience di not discourage him from 
going back to Loverna and ln 1921 he worked for 
SEnotier man there. This time he had enough 
money to buy a yellow ear (a bug”) and his iD 
home in the eat was uneventful 
‘Atler that he worked for Altred Harstad at 
‘Bentley for a while. Then in 193 and 1924 he 
fatten the Insitute of Technology and Azt in 
Calgary. He took a mechanteal ana specal trac 
{or course at Hemphill Trade School In Calgary 
The course cost one hundred dolars for which e 
pala sixty dollars in eash and worked the rest ot 
for titty cents am hour, He stayed at a boarding 
house as there were no dorms in those day's 
After finishing his course he was notable to get 
ob anywhere so tn 1925 Tryzve, Carl and John 
Pougnt’ their dad's farm. The’ three broihers 
operated the farm together for a while then 
‘Trygve bought out the shares ofthe ethers. 
“Trvave and I, (Mabel Solberg) were married 
on September 6, i827 In Sylvan Lake. Tryve and 
Tans eame down to our place in Trygve's truck, 
Model T with the lop and side curtains taken 
Ut, After getting to our place Teygve took my 
‘dad's ear, waleh did have the top and side cur 
{inst Hans was our best man and Ethel Andrew 
‘vas bridesmaid. There had been many dav’ of 
ain all that fall and our wedding day Was no ex: 
eption. There were no gravelled roads at that 
fime andthe roads were so muddy that we had 8 
haa tme getiing back to Dad's. We were spate 
thatthe guests had enjoyed the reception without 

















us, Even though we got home all wet and muddy 
We joined In the festivities and danced until 
morning. 

“After'my marriage I came to my new nome In 
Medicine Valley to start a nev life whieh was 
{ule different for me, Iwas the oldest gi) in my 
Eimay and at home Thad been used to cooking, 
baking, and washing for my parents and my nine 
Sisters and fve brothers, Trvgve had two of fis 
brothers staying with him but it was quite a 
thange indeed to be cooking for Tour people in 
Sead of seventeen! Poe 

“Trogve ald al of his farming with horses. He 
was a noree-lover like his dad and had learned to 
Bde and work with horses when be was gute 
Soung He used to ride for many miles looking oF 

ne horses on the Tanch. He sald one could al 
ways tell whieh way the horses had gone by the 
Uieetion thatthe wind was blowing. There were 
ho fenees in those days, so the horses could go 
‘here they pleased. He sald he remembered one 
{ime he was out looking for the horses and they 
had wandered so far that I tok hima long time 
Coming home he met his mother out looking for 
him as she thought he had become lost. 

"rivgve had two cows and Lhad brought two 
cows when I came, having got ane from may 
frandmotter and one from my’ dad. These were 
{he beginning of our herd of cate 

‘ite lot of land had been broke onthe farm 
sawWe soon had to start harvest. Pete Moro had a 
‘Threshing rig 0 he was the frst one fo thresh 
after Leame tothe farm. 

in 100 we were halled out so there was vey it 
tte grain to sell. We milked few cows and sold 
ream and oggs. Buterfat was ten cents a pound 
find eggs ten cents a dozen, so you see we didn't 

ave very rauch money. Tr}gve would butcher a 
Steer and take it fo Sesteap’s Store in Eekuille so 
twe could buy what groceries we had to have — 
wwe never bought bread or butter! 

‘Trygve got ls fist tractor about 1938, 1¢ 
was 4 Fordson, wih steel wheels and lugs on ihe 
bhackveheels In 1854 oF 1955 he had Robert and 
Alfred Kinaa come to brush and break up a 
‘Swamp whieh was on part ofthe farm. After we 
fot It worked own Wwe seeded It into hay for 
pasture. We nad qute a few horses and cattle By 

nen, so needed extra pasture. Trygve continued 
‘he family tration of raising horses which he 
‘would sell at the Lacombe horse sale, Tals sale 
Was always held in March and one year there 
Had been a bad snow storm at Just the time ofthe 
Sale, The road eas of our place was all drifted i 
but Trygve got the horses over 10 Fred Moos’ 
Fred had a big truek to haul horses but when he 
‘was timing to mighty’ The truek Upset. Of 
Course the horses ll got out but none st them 
Were hurt by the mishap. By the time they got 
{he horses Ioadea again and got to Lacombe the 
file was over so Trygve had o take fut what the 
bers offered tor them. He Tost money on tat 
Toad, 

‘itera time Carl moved to hls own farm and 




















Hans went to Calgary to take a barber course. 
‘When Hans finished his course he got married 
and Trvgve and I were slone with our family. 

‘in 1990 we had had our frst Son, Melvin, 
followed by'Allen, who was bora in 188. Inthe 
Spring of 1846 we decided to bulld a new house as 
Roy had been bora in J8st, Glenn in 180. and 
doyce in 19. We had already bull a garage so 
wwe used it for pur iitehen and se slept tn the 
Eranaries, We tore down the old house so the new 
fine could be Bult onthe same spot. George Cur 
‘mings and three of his brothers were the 
‘carpenters, Fred Moos was therewith four men, 
learing and brushing 70 acres of timber, and 
they’ worked in shits, There were many mek (0 
‘ook for and Lfound tals to be quite a chore, lv 
Ing inthe garage, with everything being 56 un 
andy 

‘We had a pressure system put in the now 
house, —betag one of he frst families in the 
farea fo do this: We had a 22-vott lighting plant 
‘because Calgary Power had not yet come fo the 
dlsirlet, We had installed the phone fn 1890, and 
Calgary Power did come in September, 195, 
Trygve, Pete Moro and. Albert" Hansea. were 
ome ot the ones who worked to get Calgary 
Power in, and they worked on the bulding of the 
lines, 

‘Alter a time Trygve bought a bigger tractor 
and he and my dad bought a threshing machine. 
In the fal they would go out threshing in the 
Bentley and Lockhart istiets for about six 
weeks each fll In addition Trygve did custom 
‘breaking and wood sawing and would grind feed 
for neighbors. Like his daa, Trygve Was a good 
‘blacksmith which encouraged neighbors to come 
to lm to get thelr plow 3 
Whenever atelghbor had asl 
Come to Tevve for assistance ashe was almost 
likes veterinarian. In fact he was handy at mest 
everything — the nelghbors even came for alr 

Tn 1948 Trygve bought his tirst combine and 
then in 1850" he got a. Massey. self-propelled 
‘machine, one ofthe first of these machines inthe 
istrict, He and the boys were expanding thelr 
{arming operations and felt that they needed the 
‘most modern machinery, At one time they were. 
farming 12 quarters. 

Gradually our famnly grew up and, except for 
tenn, left home. Melvin got married in 1034 %0 
Lila Leahy. They have four ehldren: Laurence, 
‘Moni¢a, Darcey and Elaine, They live in Earn. 
{on Ailen was married In i955. He and his wite 
have taree chllaren — Debble, Dale and Jody. 
They live in Red Deer, Roy married Janet Tip 
‘maa {n 54 and thelr wo children are Charlene 
‘and’ Russel. They live in Calgary. Glenn was 
‘married to Avril MeNiel in 161 and Ms ehldren 
fe Randy and Eldon. They lve on the Rangen 
farm being the tird generation of Rangens 
{olive there! Glen bought a lite house from 
LKenoard Beddoes and moved it onto the Rome 
farm. He and his family ved inthis house unt 




















161. Glenn had bought the Robert Kingsep farm, 
Sowe traded our farm for that place, frygve and 
Timoved onto that place in 1867 and Glenn bought 
oureast quarter 

“Joyce lives on a farm near Rimbey. 

in'1010 Tevave and'T went ona month-long 
trip to Norway. it was a nee enjoyable trip. 
‘Trvave saw the place where they had stayed 
When they were there on a vist. He had many 
Cousins ‘here and one uncle sill Uving. The 
ousins Were surprised that he remembered 
{heir places: He even remerabered the names of 
the hérses! 

‘etween 1910 and 1874 we went to British 
Columbia every summer and had many otter 
enjoyable tips together. In 1874 we again went 10 
Norivay for vis. We had been there for oaly 
three days when ‘Trygve passed away with & 
heart attack. Our frp was'a four which was 10 
Fequlte a month's ime, so had aot of rouble to 
fet back Home and to get Trygve's body home 
Sean He was buried inthe Gilby cemetery 

‘Tam now living alone on our farm, whlch ts 
tocated on NE. 940.3:05, 








MIKAEL AND AIL RAUMAN 
Mikael Rauman was born February 25,1919 
ln ‘Senajokl, Finland. All” Ylinen was born 
Fenuary 25,19 inIlmajokt, Finland. Mike and 
Alllwete married in 923in tele native Finand, 
‘eing a carpenter by trade, Mike, searching 
for greener pastures, decided that canada 
‘sounded lke a wonderful place, Leaving All, 
‘Tussh and Kas behind, he left tor Cansda in 
‘os, le made hls home with his uncle, Gabriel 
Maki, and his tammy” northeast of Eekvile, 
‘Alberta. Good carpenters were in great demand 
{nthe early years, ust as they are today. Mike 
helped. build homes, and other bulidings 
‘wherever needed, and even made acoffinr vo, 
‘which were almost always homemade at that 
Tn 198, All and family arived in Canada to 
Join Mike, ‘They farmed for a skort period of 
time, and during the winter Mike worked in the 
Toaelg camps. The family alscontinued farming 
In'i985, and bought s house in Eekvile from 
‘Oswald Umar. Ths is where thelr son Arne was 
born on August 1, 1995. Money belng scarce, 
‘lke dla carpenter work for Dr. Palmer for sr. 
ices rendered at the birth of thelr son, Ara 
‘Dr, Palmer informed Mike that his fe wold 
‘bea bit higher than he had quoted, since he had 
had fo use instruments, Quickwitted, ike, 
though, wasn't going to be horn swoggled out of 
his wages, and made It qulte clear that his Job 
Fesqlred instruments, too. Needless t0 sa, they 
‘eeidea to compromise and spilt the difference. 
“When the finnish Russian War broke out, 
ike, was ready to help protect his “mother 
[and so, in 199, he sailed for Finland. He spent 
Seven' months inservice, returning home when 
peace was declared, 
“After arriving home Mike decided to buy the 

















‘SW 240.95 from Wiliam and Rano Mak who 
hind moved to Vancouver, B.C. For 25vvears Mike 
And Ail ved Reve and farmed, but then sold 
‘hele farm Yo Ray and Phylls Myers, and bought 
‘home in Eekvile where both are enjoying thelt 

‘Son, Jussl (John) Is married to Marjorie 
(Lingren) (Post) and they reside in Vancouver, 
BC, 


"Kalsu (Katie) is married to Rudolph Saar, 
youngest son of Jahn and Aina Saar. They have 
invee enlidren: Allee (rs, Jim Stearns), Irene 
‘ars, Bruce Broad) of Red Deer, ana Kenneth, 
Who resides at hame and helps his father farm, 
"Arai Is presently employed in Red Deer 


‘SAMBROOKE, ALLAN AND DAISY — by Hazel 
Sambrook’ 

lam was educated at the Estonian School 
and helped his father (Dick) mix mortar and did 
‘many oda jobs. After a short term with the 
RGAE. be was medically discharged. and 
eturmed to the transportation Business, where 
he became a long-haul trucker, hauling pre-fab 
land moblle homes to all parts of Canada and the 
United States, 

In July 1996 Allan married Daisy, daughter of 
ar and Mrs Thomas Holland, and the widow of, 
Henry Helekila. ‘They first made their home in 
Bentley, later moving to Sylvan Lake and then 
Calgary. 

‘Lenard, Larry and Sandra are now married, 
and Daisy {6 the proud grandmother of three 
‘Their son Brian is attending SAIT. Aer a severe 
heart attack Allan passed away. He was buried 
InQueens Park Cemetery, Calgary, on Maren 1, 
wa 





SAMBROOKE, ARNOLD (DICK) AND VIVIAN 
“by Hazel Sambrooke 
Have times changed? Arnold Sambrooke was 
an adventuresome iad, lke many aboy of today! 
‘Arnold was born. In 1885 and grew up in Sta 
{ordshire Englana. He attended an Engish boys" 
School and can well remember many’ a caning 
The head master gave for misdemeanors, Before 
he was 16 years of age, he bid his father and 
mother (Semuel_and Emma Sambrooke) 
{arewell and lied about hls age to enlist in the 
Calvary Company of the Boer War Forces who 
‘wore ready to sal for South Aiea (1808180). 
‘Many a tale could be related about his timea 
Atriea, but buagey, Meabltten and In rags, he 
oturned to London, England, only’ 10 see 
brochure of Canada, This haunted Mn for weeks 
lal he had persuaded a friend to fln him and 
then they" were off to Canada tn 1902. They 
worked it Eastern Canada, returning to England 
Inthe fall, only to return to Canada With his 
brother Samuel im) in the spring of 1903 
ab everyone called him, was 








Tumbling down on the town site of Frank. The 


mon of the neighboring town came to help rescue 

Sny survivors and free the trapped miners, who 
Inter walked to safety on thelr own, above where 
the men were digging for them. Dick by now had 
Iarned ihe plastering and stucco trade, and did 
‘many of the bulldiags in this area. He had 
Started to stucco in Ferale, B.C. in 1908 when & 
fre broke ou fanned by a high wind that leveled 
the town. All this dda't discourage him, and he 
moved on to Central Alberta, He worked from 
Red Deer unt he became interested ina Bentley 

aiden. 

Dick and Tim settled on homesteads 
northeast of Giby (NW 2413.5) In 1908, Tis 
farea was then called "Green ‘Feed Valley” 
Because everything froze there before it could be 
harvested. Many" Saturday night was spent 
playing cards with St. Jonn and Wiliam ONell 
{io brothers who were aoted for thelr hospital 
ly, fun and galey. Clarence Dameron twas th 
‘elloneer for their communtty “box socials" 
When anyone needed help, George and Leonard 
Beddoes were always there, 

Dick had another brother, Willam, who came 
to Canada and setied In the Bassano area 
Waliam later but a monoplane —in 1926, Dick's 
sister, Minnle (Mrs. J. ones) settieg in Van 

“Tn 1815 Dick married Vivian May Osgoode 
who was born in 1808, the daughter of Eljah and 
Tenora Osgoode of Bentley, and then relocated 
fn another farm fwo miles South, SW2 40.15. 
Here he was able to purchase more land from the 
CP. adjoining his and, atthe foot of Medicine 
bit Diek worked in the limber eamp during the 
Winter and Improved ‘is farm during the 
Summer months: Vivian was an excellent cook 
and helped cook for the lumber Jacks’ at the 
Jaber MePherson mill in the Carlos azea 
hortheast of Rooky Mountain House, She was a 
fruly ine homemaker and thelt hospital Was 
‘wellknown throughout the area. Dick and Vivian 
pent many happy evening with John and Mary 
Kurzman, Car! and Mavel Thomas, George and 
Leonard Beddoes and their wives, ds well asthe 
O'Neil brothers, just to mention a few 

‘Diek served’ on the Estonian Sehool Board 
‘rom 19261985 and was in charge of the roads in 
the district under counelior George Fraser and 
secretary Harold Hopkins, at Bentley. before 
‘hey moved the offices to Lacombe, The farmers 
inthe area were allowed fo work out thelr taxes 
by doing road work 

One Hotly contesied issue was the centaliza 
tion of the small senoals; another was, before 
teachers" wages could be raised $3, sx dollars 
vas glven to purchase sports equipment, (Wo 
bats and two alls, 

“Two sons were born to Dick and Vivian — Ar. 
sold Elijah in 1917 and Allan Jabez in 1922. Dlek 
Continued his trade in Central Alberta, selling 
{heir farm machinery and reusing in 198. The 
Jand was rented to Rudy and Myrite Mottus. In 
1858 Arnold Biljah purehased the home quarter 





from his father. Vivian passed away after a 
Tengihy tlness, on October 4, 1988. Sometime 
later Dick married Allee Redmond (nee 
MePnerson), but this marriage soon broke up 
And he cane to live with Bis son Arnold at 
Bekvite 

Dick was buried on July 17,1967 in Bentley, 
vweth full military Ronouts He was a life member 
tf the Raval Canadian Legton, 








SLADE, ARCHIE AND ETHEL 

In the spring of 1950 Archle and Ethel Slade, 
with one-year-old son, Bruce, moved from Nat 
{on onto the Rosenbaum place, the NE IT-0- 
WS, which was purchased trem Robert Smith 
‘hs Ber Moinar family aa lived on this quartet 
fora few years, 

We found a few variants from the prairie lv 
Ing te which we nad been accustomed. There was 
Heavier snow fal, and lack of ehinooks; later 
Springs, much more rainfall, heavy morning dew 
ahd less wind: the absence of crocuses (whieh 
Were greatiy missed) but the pleasure of finding 
Wild strawberries and raspberries: sclving the 
“caving cellar” mystery (motes) thanks to Clr 
Matthews; "it you waat beavers to leave your 
fence posts slone use spruce, not poplar” (Ctr 
‘Matthews). The hospitality of nelghbors sharing 
steam bathe: he land clearing and wood saving 
bees: absence of potato bugs, grasshoppers and 
‘ocks; nota gopher in sight, quite a contrast fo 
‘the great number now! 

‘When Bruce and Connie started school, ross- 
Ing the Medicine River to eatch the school bus 
was a problem during high water. Shirley Raabis 
owed them across the fiver at such times, 

in 1996 we bought the "Kees quarter, SE 
1840'3W5, fom Vielor Kraft alter he moved to 
‘Waltecour. We buit on this location in 196, 

‘in 1968 when Ralph, Peggy Piola, Beity, 
John and Helen moved'to British Columbia Re 
old uss Half section seross the rosd, N40 

‘Bruce attended school st Eckvlle and SAIT 
and now, with hs wife, Linda, lives in Rea Deer, 
‘Where he Is.a elder. 

‘Connie, having received her education ia 
Eekvile, Lacombe and Red Deer, 1s lving in 
Red Deer, where she Is a Secretary at Michener 
Centre. 

“lm graduated from the Eckille high school 
in iste after having spent a year and alt at 
{Tacombe Vocational in welding 

Tin i8r7ts7s Nigel 4s attending Grade 11 in 
Lacombe, where he Is enrolled in the 

















STENVIG, MARTIN AND OLGA 
1n 1998 the old Stenvig farm SE 14-403.5 
became the tome of Marin and Olga Steavig. 
August Stenvig' and his wile, Jette, remained 
{here untll 1944, when they moved to Bethany 
Home in Baw 
‘There were five children in the Martin Sten 





vig familly. These included Marione (rs. J.N, 
Sorensen), of Calgary; award, of ted Deer 
Donna (Mrs. A, Baoan of Edmonton); Sharan 
(irs. Bruce Alexander) of Edmonton: Judy 
(Mts: Ed Lauterbach) of Ontario. 

Marien with a master of edueatlon degree is 
at present @Hbrarlan and teacher inthe Calgary 
Schools. Her ealldren are Dana, Trudy and 
aura. 

divard and Fay lve in Red Deer, Edward is 
4 sheet metal speclallst, employed at Hayhoe's, 
‘Their children are Sheldon, Wendell and 
Klmberiey. 

Donn received her bachelor of interior 
design in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Her children are 
Damian, Galen and Brenan 

‘Sharon is a legal secretary in Edmonton, and 
thas one ton, Dvlen 

“Judy is iso legal secretary in Ontarlo, Her 
children are Carrie and Aaron. 

‘All the Stenvig children Were encouraged to 
participate in everyting. Three of the. girls 
Feceived piano lessons for many years, Theit 
parilefpation in the beef and garden 4H Clubs 
Thught them invaluable lessons in partilpation 
for the sake of knowledge, 

‘Martin's memories are those of threshing 
days, 

‘Siga’s memories include: a happy heme — 
plonies on the farm — baseball games on Nels 
Fsacson's land with erowds from all over cen 
tral Alberta — musial nights at home — basket 
ball games at cillby — partilpation in three 
hour plays produced by'Tocal talent — nding 
horseback — first radio nia — pressure 
Water system in 1921 ~ community service It 
Was possible to tender fo nelghbors. 

Happy memories, all 


SUNSHINE GOSPEL MISSION — by Mrs. Kate 
MMacKenale 

‘Ms: Maclean of led Deer, a lay preacher, 
hd feo or three services nthe "Young Peoples 
Hall" in 1943, Since most of the people came 
fom the north, It was decided to old services in 
the Andrew Parkkarl home, sce that would be 

















loser. Some time later they were held In the 
Stmon Mackeeasie home. A large Sunday School 
‘was held with Aune Pariar! the Sunday School 
Teacher, while Margaret Nelson, with helpers 
‘Audrey’ Ponto, Kate MacKenzie and Barbara 
Eomala, looked ater the choruses. The adult 
Attendance for the service whieh followed made 
ithnecessary to have a larger bullaing 

"in T0i6, Mr. Maclean bought three acres of 
Government land (NE-ILAWS) as well as all the 
Imatertal needed for the bullding. A nice Ite 
‘churen was erected by the volunteer help ofthe 
interested men in the district. What a Joyous 
lime that was! Men hammering and sawing and 
the women keeping them supplied with food and 
cotfee! Filyfour chairs, am organ, pulpit. oll 
furnace, n¥mn books and book eases were all in 
Stalled in the chureh. Mfr. Hogluna edded the 
Tinishing touches by patnting the inside and var- 
rising the oor How proud we were to have our 
First service in the new building. Mr, Maclean 
Conducted the service and Mrs. Maclean asked 
{he blessing on the new church. 








A board of nine trustees was elected, Mr. 
‘Maclean belng the president, A Ladles Aid was 
formed in io, Their duties were to look atter 
the church. Baby qults were made and given to 
the nes atrvals, frult Baskets were made for 
hospital patients and ald was also given When 
needed for flood or fire Tellet. The mission 
[ales? Ald also sponsored a dear missionary 





Ruth Ebbern for many years in Arica. ‘They 
also conducted Vocational Bible Sehool In the 
fission during the summer, Mr. Brunner of Red 
Deer held Voeational Bible Sehool In J960 In the 
‘mission. On Jul 1, 1880 the Sunshine Gospel Mls. 
sion was dedicated by Rev. D. J. Firth, Knox 








Presbyterian Chureh, Red Deer. Nearly 100 peo 
ple were present for the service and the social 
‘hich followed. The following Sunday, Str 
[udrey Ponto Was elected to be responsible for 
fhe Sunday School and Ms. Mary Hoglund and 
Emil Vltala for the music; she onthe organ and 
he with his violin, (Mary Hoglund passed away 
In June 23, 1953)"Ms. Lyme Sehultz took over 
as organist and later Beverly Langer filed in 
Mr. B Villala passed away November 7, 1966 
They were both sadly missed as they” were 
faitheal enureh members. Me Maclean, slong 
wrth hs deat wit, faithfully served the mission 
for 18 years. ‘They came, rain or shine. Me. 
Waiter Quaniz, of Gimlet, fled in for two years 
When Mz. Maclean had Surgery. Mr. Maclean 
‘ame back and with an exchange program once 

onin with Rev. Broadway of Locknart, he 
teas abe to serve two more years. In 1965, due (to 
A health, be asked to be feleved. Mr. Waller 
okot of Leslee filed in as pastor af the mls 
Son, In 1967, Mr. William Bltton served for two 
Seats, followed by Mr. Don Friesen, who served 
Unt we closed temporarily. 




















Many happy events took place over the years. 
Great plenies were held every spring with all the 
{ee eream and pop the childzen coud eat, again 
Supplied by Mf and Mrs, Maclean, The Christ- 
‘as concerts were put on Inthe mission by the 
thureh members and, at times, the, bullaing 
couldn't ho all who came. The Three Hills Bible 
Camp, hlen the children from the massion 
Sttended, went'on for many years. Each year 
Mr. Macioan would have: them meet at the 
hureh; he would take his truck, drive them (0 
fhe amp at Gull Lake, and take them home 
when It was over. A very happy event tok place 
When Margie MacKensie and Noe! Stevenson 
‘were married in the mlsson, May 31 1989. This 
Was the only marriage solemnized in the mis 
‘Son. Mf. Maclean was master of ceremonles and 
Drogosed the toast to the bride 

“Ene remembers the lovely prayers by Mrs, 
Maclean every Sunday and the beautiful Finnish 
ravers by Mr. Peltonen. One also remembers 
Ste. Maclean and his Bible, which was so much 8 
part of hen, everywhere he went, even when he 
Was working, He and his wife did great dal of 
food inthe district and encouraged the young 
people to live accoraing te the Bible teachings. 1 
fm sure When they were ealled hore, Ms. 
‘Maclean sn 10is and Air. Maclean in 1968, the 
{Lora sala, “Well done, my good and faithful ser 





{TUE THUBRON FAMILY — by Mrs. Clare 

‘Our Dad, Oscar Thubron, was born In the 
‘county of Durham, England. Hls parents lived it 
mining town where they owned a hotel. Dad 
ame to Canada in 1902 and settied on a 
homestead 17 mile norih east of Calgary adjoin. 
Ing land owned by Rs sister, Bzabeth Grelg and 
her husband Joh, 



























































Mom, formeriy Agnes Ballvant, was born in 
Ripon, Yorkshire, England. Her father was the 
Schoolmaster there and Mom taught school 
fer him for several Years. When Re retired they 
fame to Canada In T912 and also took up lana 
forth east of Calgary. That was where she met 
dnd married Dea. 


Dad's brother, Alf, came out to Canada in 100 
and went into partnership with Dad, working on 
ihe tarm and falsing purebred Red Poll cattle 
‘which they took on the show eireuit every year, 
Taking in all he fairs, After being halled out and 
Cried put numerous times, they decided # was 
time to move, and in 198 tney moved fo a farm 
at Gilby where Uncle Alt and my brother Perey 
lived togetner until ait passed away In 1877, at 
the age of #2 years, Perey continues olive on the 

We have many happy memories of growing 
up af Gilby. This was tle countey store bull 
fn What Was once part of our land and at that 
ime was owned by Mr. Walter and Jim 
Shorroek. Tt was a wonderful tle store, stocked 
‘with everything you could want The mall used to 
ome three tines a woek, delivered by team 
from eekvit. This was quite an event and most 
‘1 the people would eome tothe store to gel the 
mall and groceries, but moat of al ust to vist 

‘Dad gave the community enough lana bull 
‘a Hall, son 1921 the Gly Hall was bul by eam 
‘munity effort and is sil serving a very Useful 
purpose for all in the district. 

“Mom was a very active person, always wil: 
Jingo glve a helping hand in aby way she could 
After getting her plano she gave musi lessons 0 
Several of the young people, and loved to play 
‘nile everyone sang. She passed away In 1963 
‘ter ving a full and event le, 

‘Unele ait and Mir. cltbertson Were instrumen. 
tal In geting the Medicine Valley Livestock Pool 
Starfed and Uncle Alf served as manager and 
Seereiary for ‘about eight years. He alvays 
‘hough he was one ofthe last ones to drive down 
Calgary's elghth avenue with a load of hay, or, 
after delivering his bay atthe market and start 
{ng back, he was stopped and told he couldnt go 








that way any more as the stret was now closed 
for teams and wagons. 

‘There were Just the three of us children — 
George, Perey, and I Pat). George was married 
to Katherine Moe of Langdon. Taey lived in Red 
Deer for several years but now reside in 
Calgary. They have three boys, BU, Jack and 
Gary, and ste grandchildren. Bill married 
Honota Brown tram Calgary and they have three 
children, Cheryl, "Dowglag and Laura. Jack 
‘married Elinor Hole from Twin Buties, Alberta 
‘Their two children are Judy ang Brian. Gary 
‘married Diana Gulby from Smith Falls, Oatarto, 
fan ihey have one boy, Jackle. 

‘Perey stayed and worked he farm when Dad 
‘ted In 1858, He continues to live there alone 
Since the death of Uncle alt 

"in 19 1 was married to Clare ‘Tomas, who 
had''come tothe Benjamin District with ls 
pareats in 1831. We continued the farming 
Sperations on the Thomas farm unt 191, at 
Shieh ime we moved to Bekvlle, For the next 18 
Years Clare was emploved, frst by Bill Buk 
Jind later by Bo Matthews, unt forced into 
Semireirement for health Teasons [t June of 


‘We have three children — Sharon, Ted, and 
Linda, "and ‘four grandchildren  —Kathicen, 
ilenael Jason and Steven. Ted marred Clauala 
White of Ottawa and Linda married van Kind 
of Eckl. All of fhe children are living {0 the 
eke area, 





‘TOLONEN, MR. JACOB — by Margaret Jack, 
Wis daughter 

“Jaca Tolonen was born in Paltamo, Finland, 
lp 1, He emigrated tothe United States 
Hancock, Mlchigan in 197 where ne Worked ina 
‘mine for a year. He ten came to’ Alberta in 
November of 90 fo ttile on & homestead near 
Enchant. Dad was joined by ls brother, 
Edward, in 1810 and they farmed Together Tor 
two vears In the simmer of 1912 dad Took a trip 
to Portland, Oregon, where te met Annie 
Eolaonen. ‘They were married in Taber on 
September 2, 192 

‘Children bien to them in Enchant were Tom, 
‘Mary, Hilfe, Waltted (Sltm), Ann, Jake’ and 
Margaret 

‘a November of 1995 they left Enchant and 
‘came fo Olds, where they lived on Reed Ranch, 
‘love miles ast of Olds for one year, moving ‘0 
‘Trocha in November of 1985. Mother led in 
Maren, 1927 after giving birih to twin ars, 
‘Thelma and Doris. The twins were adopted by 
two local families, 

“rhe problems without a mother proved to be 
‘many, but one ineldent Turned out to be frulful, 
‘when Mary, age 12, and Just learning to bake 
Dread, made one recipe and ended up with 25 
Toaves of bread, 

"The family moved to Eekvlle in 2832, settling 
‘on CPt land, section SE. 1840.5, purchased 
by Toim! 











ne type of rereation whieh Mr. Tolonen en 
Joyed was cross-country sling, and. he Won 
many prizes in skiing competitions. Prizes at 
{hat time were gratefully received, for hey were 
roceries of sacks of flour. 

“Take and Margaret attended Estonian School 
Ann spent Her school years at Boyle School while 
living with Bir. and Mi. Vietor Matson, Mary, 
Hlljaand Silm worked away tram home in thele 
lite eens, Tomi worked for one and a half years 
at the flour mill in Eekvile, but after his 
tnarriage Io Elsie Moos he commenced farming 
{tll time and has remained on the same farm 
near Hekvlle Unt the present time. They have 
{wo children, Rodaey and Deloyee. ‘Mary 
married Lester Lundberg (deceased) and now 
lives at Port Saskatchewan, Her chlldren are 
Jack and Stanley 

Hilja (deceased) married Fred Takkinen, 
who resides in Eekville, They had fareeenldren, 
hllee, Lawrence, and Karen 

‘Waltzed (Sli) married Fern Greenman, 
‘They are living at Fort Saskatenewan. Thelt 
hildzen are Paula, Elaine and Linda 

‘Ann married Perey Tomas, and they are lv 
‘ng’ at Steamous, British Columbia. ‘Thelr six 
children are Perey, Philip, Tom, Doug, Harry 
‘and Michael 

dake married Agnes Allen and they live at 
Lacombe. Allen, Robin, Norma and Nancy are 
the entaren, 

‘Margaret married Robert (Scotty) Jack 
(deceased). she lives at. Lethbridge and het 
chllaren are Jim, Ken and Lor 

Mr. Tolonen Fetred to the town of Eekville 
about 1830, Tater. moving to the Sylvan Lake 
Lodge, He is now residing in Nursing Home in 
Red Deer. He has been blessed. With. 23 
srandehildfen and 3t great grandehilaren, 














‘TOM TOLONEN — by Fisle Tolonen 
"Toit eame to Eekvile in 1902 and purchased 
the SE 134025. He Worked in the Olds and 


99 


Didsbury areas until 1934, then came back to 
Eckvile to stay and purchased the NE quarter of 
1403.85, 

In the summer of 1935, he started to work in 
the Bekville flour mill and continued with that 
Job unt late fall of 1936, In 1897, he married 
Este Moos and seited on the farm. There was 
land to be cleared the frst few years and this 
‘as all done by hand, Our farming the frst few 
Years was done with horses 

"Tn 1855, Mand Mrs, Tolonen bought the NW 
18402. from Andy Tarviiow. We had a few 
inead of cattle, pgs and chickens: Everybody Nad 
big. gardens,” People id alot of canniig of 
vegetables aad also meat, as we hed no ireezers 
In those days. People also picked and canned & 
lot of berries for trult. We went west of Rocky 
Mountain House, coming home with tubs fll af 
blueberries and cranberries, pleked. with 
Plckors. It was fun as three of foar families 
Would go together and of course a plenle Tunch 
Was peeked fo enjoy at noon 

‘We ald not own a car the first few years, so 
usually gota ride with someone who did have @ 
far. On one occasion there was a dance atone of 
fhe halls, so we went by horse and buggy to my 
brother's place, Hans Moos, and then went with, 
them in thelr car to the dance. Jake, Totm!'s 
brother, was along, foo. Tien inthe wee hours of 
the morning, coming’ Rome with the horses, 
Something came loose on the harness and seared 
the horses. Immediately we were having a 
runaway! Jake jumped off, tearing his sult, and 
{he eat of us were thrown of, The horses ere 
found in our ravine the next morning, tangled up 
In ine trees. Tolm and Jake were net hurt, butt 
Hd my dace in cast for a fow weeks, 

‘About a year and a half later a. daughter, 
whom We named Deloyce, tas born tous in the 
Bontley Hospital. The Fekville Hospital gd not 
open nil four days later. ‘Tis hospital Was In 
the house that the Roy Saari's lve In now. Two 
nd a halt years later Rodney was bora. We were 
So: happy ‘that the ard work, even Washing 
Clothes by hand, aid not bother us, 

‘Margaret, Tolmi’s younger sister, was stay 
Ing with us’ and going to school Whenever 
‘Toim's dad and brothers, Sim and Jake, would 
be out of work they would stay and help is until 
they found work again 

‘When slim and Fern were married they 
stayed with us untl they gota place of thelr own, 
‘Thay lived on the Ered Moos farm for one Year 
then bought the NE 5402-W5.1 enjoyed Fern's 
help and the company. after a meal we would 
Push through the dishes, st down and listen tothe 
Soap operas on the radio. We were busy those 
ays, but once In awhile we would take the ater 
hoon off and visit neighbors, We usualy walked, 
{eleing the kiddles Ina sleigh nthe winter and 
‘vagon or push ear in the surimer. One spring 
wwe were walking by slough and near the ous 
Feally croaking- Rodney was just eld enough {0 
fall, and he asked, "Mursale, do frogs tale 







































































Finn?” He thought this because when Grandpa 
{alled Finn he could not understand him, elther. 

‘We had our sewing eirle meeting every to 
‘weeks, each member taking her ‘urnin having it 
Iather house. We would walk, if close, oF get a 
Fide with ose of the ladles’ who had aca 
Caitaren were taken tothe meetings, oo. We sl, 
had our meetings until the winter of 97677. Taat 
{yea we Just never got started 

‘When’ Margaret was through school, she 
found a Job. Deloyce, just ate ge} about four 
‘years old, loved her auntie and hated to sce her 
io. She (ld her auntie she would let her lt the 
‘ater out ofthe sini she would stay home! 

Jake was overseas at war, where ne met 
Agnes Allen of Edinburgh, Scotland. They were 
‘married In Seotland just betore the war ended. 
Take came home five monihs ahead of Agnes. 
‘They stayed with us for a while unt They Bough 
the Lundberg place 

‘AS ime Went on things got alte easier, as 
tractors replaced horses and better machinery 
was bought. 

‘Winters were bad for us inthe late 1940's, as 
‘Toim was so sick with asthma That he had (0 
pend most of the winters in bed. Many times T 
Hed to cll Dr. Coppock out In the midate of the 
fight to. attend Toimi. T was Iyeky to. have 
‘Toim's dad here sometimes to help with the 
chores. As the children grev older we hada lot of 
help 

‘Anter thelr school days Deloyce took up 
aueation, and taught for a few years before she 
fmarrled Robert Burns of the Diamond Valley 

Rod stayed at home and helped on the farm, 
He later boeame interested in cattle and. did 
blood testing in these areas for two and a half 
Years under Doctor Spelrs, He matried Nancy 
Morgan of Rocky Mountain House. ‘They ved on 
‘what used toe the Bil Palm piace. They farm 
land raise cattle, some of whlch are purebred 
‘Simmentals, They have one daughter, Kathy, 
‘who as born In 1988 





‘VITALA, JOHN ADULE 
“John AdUM, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. John 


G. Viltala, married Myrtle Gibgon ot Weyburn, 
Stekatenewan in December, 1932, 

“They farmed the NW 2403.5, northeast of 
ekvilie for a number of years, ‘Tals Is where 
{hein son, Wilize, was born in 198s 

‘Atier farming for 8 few years John and Myr- 
tte decided this wasnt the Ife for them, $0 the 
{amily moved to Edmonton. 

Myrtle passed away on June 8 1955 and John 
on July 1, 1960, Both are buried inthe Pleasant 
View Cengetery in south Edmonton, 

‘Son Wired [s a member of the Edmonton 
uy "Police: Wiltred is married to. Wanda 
davis of Bamonton ‘and they nave three 

jaughters 


VITALA, MR, AND MRS. JOHN G.—by Emest 
Villa 

1m 1814, Mr. and Mrs, John G. Vittala and 
sons, John, aged 14 and Ema, aged 12, moved 
from Worcester, Massachusetts, USuA. fo Alber 
{They setiled four and a half miles northeast of 
eerie on NW.240-3W5. John and his farally 
Stayed atthe home of his sister, Mrs. J. Maki 
‘while bullding thelr own log house 











After is home was completed John went out 
to work to get hs first cow. Later hls boys began 
Sawing Wood and grinding grain around the 
‘country. The wood sav”, grinder and gas engine 
‘were set on aframe onthe slelgh or wagon pulled 
bya team of horses. That's how they pald for 
part of their {arm implements, 

‘Bm was in threshing erews with Kosh’, 
‘Thorkman’s and Langer's in steam engine days, 
He also played in tie band In the 1900's and 
{fbo"s Ino) Em married Salma Asunma (hee 
Rauman) who had come to Alberta. trom 
Finland in 1927 with ner son Blmer, aged four 
years. Emil and Ernest, born in’ 1953. The 
Ehlldren took ‘their schooling In the Estonian 
Schoo. 





Mrs, John (Maria) Vltala died in 1994 at the 
age of # years. John Sr. dled in 195 a the age of 
Sears, 

Es 





‘served on the Estonian Schoo! Board for 
several years. He also played the violin at 
Sunshine Gaspel Mission from 1950 Unt his pase: 
ing away in 1957 at the age of 65 Years. fle Is 
buried in the Bekele cemetery 

mer is residing in Innistall, and works for 
Ready-Mix, 

Ellen aad John Kardelis are residing in 
Kamloops, B.C: They have three boys and a gil. 

‘John, while working at Inuvik, N-W-T, dled 
suddenly ‘on August 2, 1877, at the age’ of 36 

test married Juanita Lee on July 20,1974 in 
Eckville, where they now reside. Ernie's 
mother, Salma, makes her home with them. 








WERNICK JOHN AND EMMA — by Henry 
Wenlck 

Tn the fall of 1904 Jean Warnick and Emma 
Jasmin were married and immigrated to 
Canada in Maret, 205, Jean came from a farnlly 
‘of three boys and one gir. He carried on The 
Same trade as his father carpentering. After 
finishing Mls apprenticeship in Tusa, he then 
formed partnership with his father” But his 
desire was to become a farmer, shich was im 
Dossibie to do in Estonia om acount of such a 
Population, On hearing twas easier in Canada to 
[el started, decided to venture, arriving by ral, 
1 Red Deer and then by wagon o Gilby staying 
for the fret month with the Carl Langer. At tis 
time he fled on homestead, now owned by 
‘Shorrock Bros 

"To make ends meet financtally he got a 
summer Job tn Calgary as a. carpenter on the 
C.P-R- who were bullding a bridge over the Bow 
River, During this time Emnma stayed withthe 
John Rabbis" In the fall Jean eame home to Gi 
iby and bult& one-roomed house to do ntl such 
time as he could afford better, which he aid In 
4009, "In 1910. he received. the ‘deed to his 
homestead and to his surprise found they hed 
hanged his name to John Wernk. eather than 
fo through alot of red tape to correct it ef it 
{hat way. A carpenter wit fools was realy in de- 
‘mand, Some af his extra work was in making cot 
fins and he made many in those early days. ie 
als but the Maasepo's turbine wheel and hous 
Ing which was the local grist mall at that time 

‘Carpentering and farming were more than a 
‘one man Jo so decided (odo someting else. He 
fhen put an ad in the Winnipeg Free Press and 
was soon contacted by Mr. Gates of 














Summerland, B.C. and a deal was made. His 
homestead and stock were traded fora ten acre 
rehard with a house plus Implements and & 
horse named Jerzy who also went withthe place 
when sol4 ater. 

‘On May 4,186, John, Emma anda family of 
four enlldren it Gilby for B.C. going by train fo 
Okanagan Landing and the Fest of the way by 
‘oat (5.8. Sieamous which is now a museurn on 
the lake shove at Penticton) t0 Summerland, 
Here they stayed for four years during Which 
lime ne ballt up the orchard and remodelled the 
house which sil stands in Summerland, 

‘1920 they decided to retin to Estonia, now 
wit five ehidren. John’s parents svere still In 
the same house as when he left in 108: As Jonn 
‘Was now a Canadian eltizen he was not ented 
{o own land In Estonla, To il in time he had’ 8 
fachine agency unil he could get started on 
farm for himself. Tae three eldest returned to 
Canada, namely Henry In 1996, Anna in 1927 and 
Eade 1978 leaving fwo brothers and one sister 





and thelr parents in Estonia. John passed away 
inode at the age of and Ema in 1962 at the 
age of 8. 

(On coming to Canada Henry attended 
‘Technical School in Calgary taking up Industrial 
Electrical Engineering. ‘his was during the 
Depression and not many jobs available of out 
Choosing, so was offered and accepted 8 motor 
‘mechanie’s job and stayed at It for over thirty 
Years, over 29 Years with Edmonton Motors un 
iil retiring in 07. During this time he married 
land raised two boys and one girl and presently 
has five grandchildren, Henry and his wie are in 
‘Edmonton and previous to that ved in the Peace 
River country, 

‘Aina married soon after arriving in Canada 
and raised three boys and six gitls and now has 
‘BEgrandehlldren. Anna was widowed some years 
age. 

TEddle did farming and carpentering in B.C. 
Here he married and raised two boys and three 
firs and now has five grandchildren, 





Gimlet 


THE GIMLET SCHOOL 

Wien families wit ehildzen of school age set 
tte nan area t soon becomes apparent that a 
School house Is needed. A few students from 
Gimiet had to go all the way to the Leedale 
Seo so in 1908, George Meredith. as head 
Carpenter with a volunteer erew got timber out 
Sind had lumber sawed and they but the Cimet 
Scttool on N.W. 1541-45, The hardware (alls, 
hinges ete.) was brought from Lacombe and the 
total eost ofthe Sehoo! ta $80.0 
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‘The first school board consisted of three 
members who were Izondort, Motel and Becker 
Sand the first teacher assigned to Glimiet Was 
Mrs, Clay Aldridge who started at a salary of 
‘$400 a day or $840.00 per year. Thirteen children 
‘Started schoo! that first term elther walking 
Fiding horseback for males 

Following isa list of teachers that taught at 
the. Gimnlet schoo! between the years 198 and 
1854 Mrs, Clay Aldridge, Mr. Tenant, Mr. Falls, 
I. Me.cod, Miss Lillian Sharpe, Mr. Trentolm 
Mrs. Liela Anderson, Miss Milin, Miss Merton, 
ME. A. Chappell, Mrs, Levis, Miss Hatt 
Dobbs ‘later Mrs, Harry Stears), Miss Geneva 
Glayion (later Ms. Jim Baird), Miss Selma 
Rabbis, Miss Flsle Peterson, Mr Russel Hall 
Miss ‘Thelma. Olson, Mise’ Feuth Hill, Mrs. 
Kathleene Johnson, Mrs, Marsh, Miss Bessie 
Snyder, Mr. Allan Embrey, Mr. dle Dans 
‘Miss Ruth Holland, afr.” Allx Mercer, Mr: 
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Vessey, Mrs. McDonald, Mrs. Stenrue, 2trs 
‘Mamie Luton, Mrs. Louse Jones and Miss Barr. 

‘Memorable events for students, teachers, and 
parents alike were the annual Jue plenics and 
{he annual Christmas concerts held atthe School, 
Everyone in the district brought a plenie luneh 
and It'was all put together and everyone ate 
Together, Then they had ball games, races and 
the local ladies hada. concession booth. The 
‘wind-up of the big. day that everyone looked 
Trward fo was the dance. Everyone joined in at 
these dances, beading sleeping ehildren in the 
Sand table, on desks of in the corner and usually 
ihe last group of people were seen leaving asthe 
‘dawn was breslcng. 

"Then the Christmas concerts were highly an 
tleipated by the children as the teachers had 
‘em memorizing and practising poems, drills, 
plays and soags from about the fisst of 
Rovember for the concert which was held 
Between December 17022, The concert started 
the evening and kept evervone well entertained 
{or one and a haf to two hours, the highlights be 
Ing saved fo the very last when the etldzen all 
lined up and sang "Here Comes Santa Claus 
land you'd hear fe “tne, tinkle” of hls bells 
dnd in would come the Jolly old fellow and take 
Ils place by the beautifully decorated Christmas 
{ee and hand out candy bags and pts To all the 
fager children. To end this night of fun, a dance 
followed with muste supplied bya local 
orchestra 











Track meets were a hectle day for teachers 
and enjoyed immensely by all the students par 
Hepating, bul just as much by those who weren't 
because it was a holiday. For divisional 
trackmeets, everyone was loaded i the back ofa 
Iniok and transported to a central rendezvous 

“Then in 1991 came the centralization of 
several country schools and Glmlet had to lose 
her doors to learning and "bus" the ehligren to 
Lestieville: However, the senool was not lost, The 
Schoo! bullding was bought bythe community in 
{he late 1980's for $400.00 and is now known as he 
{Gimlet Community Center and is stl controled 
bya very elficlent crew of Board members. The 
building fs used for numerous community tune 
Hons and the men of the distiet have bullt 2 
fabulous set ot rodeo grounds there, whieh sees 8 
‘ery active litle rodeo annually on the tira Suz 
{ay of Fue, 











‘THE GIMLET SOCIALITE LADIES CLUB— by 
Teh Casey 

TML1949 re held an organization meeting inthe 

GGimlet school with the purpose of organizing a 

lub in the disttlet, Thus the Gimiet 
te Ladies Club was formed, the name be 
Ing submitted by Mies Vesey, the sister of Our 
school teacher at that time 

‘irs, Gladys Belt was our fst president and 
‘Violet Brown the secretary. Among the test 
members of our club were: Laura Chappel, 
Rosle Walls, Jean Bvernden, Lenora Jota, Sal 
ly Evernden, Pauline Keim, Selma Dyriand; Fee 
Mason, Annie Parker, Hattle Pimm, Anne 
‘Thee Violet Belt, Dorotay Dahms, Mabel Er 
vin, Miss Vessey, and Huth Casey. Our alm was 
tomeet once a month and bring some social ae 
tivity into the community 

‘Among our rst activities was a play. All of 
the participants vill remember Stuart Chap. 
pell's delicious. pancakes and Mrs. Brown: 
pple ple. These. were the sort of midnight 
Sacks we demanded while rehearsing! — and T 
intnk 1's tme we put on another pay! 

‘Down through the Years we have held card 
parties, bridal showers and our annual fall pot 
Fick suppers. Then there has almost always been 
2'pancake supper in February, the one event 
When the gents don an apron and“ the fap, 
facie" 

"Tn 1855 the question arose, what will we do 
with oUF old sehoo!? So the Community Club was 
formed, and we bought It fo be used as a Com: 
munity Centre. Bver since then, the people of 
Giinet, Leedaie, and Medicine Valley Rave kept 
{tgoing and itis now used as a Rodeo grounds as 
‘rel, with an annual radeo held onthe third Sun 
Gay in June 

"The Clmiet Socalites are stil an active idles 
club, and the membership to date is as follows 
Gai’ Toanston, ea Clough, Ruth Neal, Mrs, 
Margaret Houston, Violet Brown,. ‘Trudy 
Houston, Rose May, Eileen Feddersen, Florence 
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Feddersen, Myrile Jackson, Hannah Oldford, 
Marjorie Staudinger, and Rut Casey. 


GIMLET UNITED MISSIONARY CHURCH 

When the dstrict was frst belng settled and 
for many years thereafter, church services were 
fonducted out of the Gime! schoolhouse by 
Choistian workers from Didsbury or Christan 
School teachers and other people who wished fo 
seit 

“Then in 1958 a young couple originally from 
South Dakota, wo had Just graduated from 


Mountain View Bible College la Didsbury, were 
‘commissioned to fll.tme service inthe Gimlet 
‘Surora distri. 





Upon arriving at their mission, Mtr. and Mrs 
Merle Baker stayed at the John Olson farm wlle 
finding and fixing a place to lve, They decided 
‘ona house owned by Robert Flack which he said 
they could live in, it they thought it livable. So 
they ‘bought a roll of bullding paper and 
proceeded to cover the logs. Interrupted by 2 
Feud noise fom under the bullding, they pulled 
tp a floor board to find a family of skues had 
fits oceupaney at tht location. Et sensing the 
hevcomers Intent fo stay, Mama skunk packed 
Up her bables and moved on, 

‘The Baker's finished repairing the house and 
furnished It wilh orange boxes and other locally 











acqulred chattel, And here they lived for the 
nest four years while making heir thirty mile 
{hip each ‘Sunday to thelr Individual ap: 
ointments of Cimle, Aurora and Washington 
Hetghs, This they dla by team and buggy. One of 
te feam had wee colt and being to small (0 
make the rp on his own, they had foe tide I 
{he wagon forthe first few weeks, 

‘Mr. Kenneth Chadbourne gave 2 corner of 
land on which a new parsonage could be bull and 
in 1997 the Bakers regretfully moved into the 
rlce new three Toom house that Mr. Baker ag 
bull After four years the old log shack Was Sil 
home to them, 

‘Church services, Sunday school and Dally 
vacational Bible Schoot were sil being held In 
{he Gilet school Tent meetings were also held 
Just across from the school Miz and Mies, alker 
Served Cimlet and thelr ooher dlsrits for hx 
Sears before moving to another led. When Mr 
Baker came to Gimlet there were nomembers of 
the United aissionary‘Churek but at the ter 
ination of thelr ministry here in 1830 the Jour. 
Hal reports a membership of sixteen people. 

Rev. and Mrs, Habermen! (Albert and 
‘Beulah succeeded the Balers at Gimlet and 
Served here from 1939 {0 1944, They, too had 
Stnelly experiences with the iitue black and 
white cats that roamed quietly about the 
Aelghborhood. One night when ME Haberment 
tras away and Gladys Beckett was staying with 
ss. Habermenl, an uninvited guest caused 
Dedlam in the barn where the chlekens stayed, 
‘The ladles, nelther of which were experlenced 
with @ shotgun, proceeded with gun and lantern 
Up the lacder of the bara, and polnting the gun 
down the feed chute, Gladys pulled the trigger. 
She was nearly unseated frem her perch but 
there was no MF. Skunk, only his odor remained 
{o'haunt them for months, 

Replacing the Habermenis in 1944 and ser 
‘ving uni 186 were Mf and Mrs. Erale Neufeld 
(Emle and Myna) 








During these years spring breakup and 
summer rains made it very alfficut to cress the 
Glimet creek to get tothe school for church se. 

vices, So when Mr. and Mrs. Leite Quantz (Les 
land Evelyne) took over the rninistry here in 196 
it'vas decided it was atime for @ change. Mr. 

and rs, James Houston donated seven acres of 
lana one mile south of the Gimlet schoo! (SW. 15 

ii-iWs) and. the parsonage was moved, 
enlarged and remodelled 

ev. Quantz and the people ofthe strict then 
proceeded to erect @ chureh on the site. Les's 
brottier Walter, succeeded lm in 1950 and twas, 
on Oct. Sof that year thatthe Cimet and Aurora 
Congregations thet with Mr. Frey, the District 
Superintendent and former pastors for the 
‘dedication service of the now church, 

‘rs, Leinonen, a lovely litle lady who lived & 
rolle and a half from the church, very generously 
‘donated the big bel that is inthe enureh in hopes 
‘She may hear it tll all he way to her place. 

THev,_ Jim Maconochle. pastored at" Gilet 
from 1951 0 1985 During this period, Jim tole 
time oft to go fo British Columbia and bring ack 
2 bride who was the former Jean Burgess Jim 
land Jean were highly respected and the dsilet 
$ogrotted thelr leaving when they were called to 
nother feld In 1955 

‘But they were glad to have Mr. and Mrs 
Walter Quants (Walter ana Eiste) to minister to 
‘hem unt 1238, 

‘Next big, humerous, slow speaking, wonder. 
‘ul man was appotnted fo Cimiet in the form of 
Rev. Bari Areher and he and Mrs. Archer 
(icainorine) were with us uni 1962. Daring tele 
ministry the parsonage and church were Wired 
{or electricity 

Mr. and Mrs. Duane Umbach came to Gimiet 
196) for a two year term followed by Mr. and 
Mrs, Wayne ‘Snyder (Wayne and Vicky) who 
‘ministered here for a yea 

1090 Colin Melide served Gilet faithfully 
while finishing his bible school traning. He also 
took time to acquire a wife (Shirley) while he 
Was here and in 967 lett usin the care of is 
Brower allan and his wite Gale 

“Gimiet then had Mr. end Mrs. Don Bacon 
(Don and Grace) minster to them for Just one 
Year, and in 192 Mr. and Mrs. Car! Wilox came 
to take over this fleid: Ther pastorship was en 
Joyed unt he was replaced by Mer. Randy Aris 
nd ls ete, Lyan, in 1875. and they are ll 
Working this lela to date 1878 


























MR. AND MRS. H. BURLEY BELT AND 
FAMILY ~ by Galdy Melt 

Burley” Belt and Chatlotte Sterling were 
‘married In Iowa, U'S.A. In 1913 and moved the 
Haynes area in i In 1908 they moved to thelr 
homestead northwest ot Witenberg (now known 
as Leedale), While living there Burley served a3, 
ounellor for a number of years. About 1812 he 
purchased one of the iret outite for wood-sae 































{ng and he also had one of the frst threshing 
machines in the area, 

In 1916 the family’ moved to the Gimlet dls: 
trie where they farmed for a number of Years. 
‘When their eldest son, Roy, took over the farm 
they moved to James River Bridge in 196. After 
Meir retirement they lived for'a time at 
Didsbury and later lived in Red Deer 

Burley passed away in 1951 and Charlotte in 
14868, OF thelr eight ehilaren, Rosa, Pauline, and 
Margaret reside at Huntingdon, 6:C.; Ruth ives 





In Red Deer, and Donald lives in Sindre, 


























IK ROY BELT FAMILY — by Gladys Belt 
Roy Belt was te eldest son of Mr and Mes. 
Burley Bell. He grew up in the Gilet area, ie 
Served overseas from 1940 to 1935 in World War. 
TL Upen leaving the forces he took over his 
parents" farm and In August, 048 he married 
Gladys Gahagan ot Alsask, Saskatchewan, 

‘Due to Roy's poor health they were forced to 
leave the farm and then moved around ait unt 
they settled in Lesilevill, in August 190.°They 
had four etildren: Ellen Guselt and Lorraine 
‘MeNutt of Rocky Mountain House, Evelyn of Ot 
awa, Ontario and Harley of Leslieville 

Harley Is presently enrolled in a two-year 
police selenee course at Mount Royal Callegs in 
Calgary. After completion or tls course he plans 
totake his RCM. traning 

Roy was postmaster at Leslieville for ten 
years before his death In July, 1997. Gladys con 
‘inued on as postmistress unt her Fetrement in 
Jane, 1918 She sil resides in Leslieville 








BERRY FAMILIES: JOHN AND. MAGGIE, 
HARRY AND BESSIE BERRY, JACK AND 
MARGARET (nce BERRY) WALLS ~ by Mar 
‘earet Wall 

‘My dad and my brother, Harry, came from 
Lancashire, England in 191110 file on NW and 
SW T0445, My brother Wvas never robust: he 
had been to River Falls, Massachusetts, U.S.A, 
{oro years before, and had taken il, The doctor 
advised him to ellaer go. West or retura to 
England. He returned to England, but was deter 
mined to go back fo America. He and nis chum, 
‘ack Mullarkey, arranged to go with another 
‘couple fo Lmpertat Valley, Caltornta, but by sll 
Ina time the parents would not give thelr con 
Sent, Then Hapry persuaded bis dad to get the ad 
‘dress of Frank Lawton, who had come fo Canada 
from the same village in England. After ex. 
hanging a few letters, Dad and Harry came to 
Lacombe, Alberta, enose the land, then went 
‘back fo Lacombe 19 file on and get work on the 
CIPAR. line east of Lacombe. Dad was used to 
hard work, but Harry was not, In the fll they 
Came back tothe land to putin the required time 
and start improvements. 

rst, all with hand labor, they made a dugout 
in the hillside and covered it with trees and so, 
‘The dugout was kept warm With a small cook 

















stave, and became foo warm to stay’inon baking 
‘dy. They made a bed of hogwire stretched over 
two by fours, with a mattress of sheets sewed 
towether and’ stuted with dried grass. Mother 
had sent a good supply of wool blankets. ‘They 
Survived the winter, more determined than ever 
{o'"prove up" and get the tile. Some nelghbors 
fort Central Europe had a farmning background, 
and looked with disgust om the green 
Englishmen. In order to lear, Dad and Harry 
would offer to help others bulld a barn or dig & 

The next spring they bullt a one-roomed 
shack on Harey's place and dug a well on Dad's 
(quarter. Asmaney was geting scarce, they Went 
fo Calgary, where work was pleniful That 
‘winter Dad returned to England to bring Mother 
{ind'me to Canada the next Say. By this me tne 
‘oom in Calgary vas over. Mother had no inten 
tom of goin to the farm, but the men aid 20 
‘Motner got work at the Hudson's Bay Store for 
S102 week ana fet likes mllionaire fy frst ob 
veas baby-sitting for $7 a Week. Every cent we 
Could spare went fo the homestead, 

‘During the summer, while the men were 
away working, we got a message that some kia 
had shot out the windows, amps and even a can 
with some money in it Mother's wool blankets 
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were gone, but found later atter the mice had 
eaten les fn ther, 

"In 1815 my brother married Bessle Curson of 
Calgary and setied down on the farm. 101516, 
because Harry's wile was expecting’ a baby 
‘Mother came up and persuaded Bessie fo go to 
Calgary to await the arrival, Tovas not happy at 
(Calgary, as Mother as so sri, 20 Besse tld 
te 10 come and stay with Dad and Harry. T 
farae, and soon was working for Dan Clausen, 
‘who was running the Gilby sare, owned by Mike 
Sestrap. {got $15 a month But had ite to spend, 
as groceries for the homestead came out af I 
‘Mrsana Mrs. Clausen treated me very wel, and 
‘went visiting and fo parties with them. Mother 
later gave up her Job and care to the farm Until 
spring, when lweat back o Calgary witn her. We 
Foomed vith Mr. and Mrs. Easter, who later 
farmed SW LILA. 











met a young soldier, Jack Walls, and we 
were married in November 1917 Jack was born 
(on December 25 at Darilngian County, Durtam, 
England, and was one of 15 callaren in the fal 
i 


‘In 1818 Harry’ and Bessie were farming alone 
“They had another girl been in Seplember ith 
‘Mother, urs, Lawion and is, Dyriand in atten 

‘My folks were working n Calgary. tn late Oc 
tober, when Dad and I came up fora few day's, 
‘we were surprised fo see the iin crew wearing 
‘masks, as we nean't heard of the fu There were 
Sheof de staying n the two-roomed shack. Harry 
Sind the children eame down with the fi, then | 
got It. We drifted in and out of aeliiam for 
Several days, Bessie walked over 10 Norems, 
‘nile anda half away. to send a message to 
Calgary and get medicine, is. Norem met her 
Some distance from the buildings and tld ner to 
Stop. He thew her a penell and pad fo write ner 
‘message on. When she threw it back, he read it 
and put I (na pall of coal oft fo kl any germs. 
Tex came out with medicine an bottle of 
‘quor, walking most of the way from Eckyille 
Meanwhile, Dad had. got tres started In nis 
house, altiough if wasn't yet finished, and 
moved me there. 

"When ack saw how il was, in addition tobe 
Ing pregnant with ms’ first baby, he arranged for 
Harry Lowe, who ran tke Eekvile Hotel, come 
{or us in hls Model T Ford and we went Back to 
Calgary. We would have taken Harry, to, but he 
‘was foal fo be moved, Mother, who had come 
Lp, got Jack Mullarkey to go for our Triend Mrs 
Spencer of Carlos, who wae a nurse, Dr Henry 
{came out from Beniley and sald Harry had do 
ble pneumonia. On November 23, when Mrs, 
Spencer had gone home for the dae passed 
away, after taree weeks’ llness, a the age of 28 
Years, Mr. Sjodaht lald him out and Mr. Lawton 
had the casket that Mother ined with her best 
rocheted fable cloth, He was buried inthe Gilby 
emeery with Reverend Wants of Sivan Lake 

Jack Mullarkey took over running the farm 
and Bessie and the children went 10 Calgary. 
‘They adno money: only what clothes the) 
wore. Bessie gota Job al Dr. Mekia's house. The 
tldren were put in a shelter where Helen, the 
‘ides, later contracted scariet fever. We took 
Beatrice, six months ol, o our place, where my 
folks wore also living. On January 2 Tlast my 
premature baby air 

ih April 193 my folks again decided to go to 
the farm. The’ gave Jack and me & partnership 
In return for our paying the morgage and in 
terest. Jack and 1 were both working, making 
About $i. month. We bought a sorrel team 
(Topsy and George), light wagon and harness 
land some eblckens. Dad drove up, while Mother, 
Mr. and Mrs. Basfer and the children came on 
fhe train. We sent about 3 a month up tothe 
folks, bought repair, cows and calves. often 














Took at young people Joday and wonder how 
‘anya do me i 

Tn the fall of 3900 we eame to the farm forthe 
harvest, Several bridges mere being bul and 
try husband and Jack Bhllarkey ot the job of 
hauling the timbers from Bentley. ter sever 
tris they were staving with Jack aren the 
Medicine Hills forthe ight, when a stall colt 
they had with them eked Jack, cuting hs right 
tye 20 It laid on his cheek, Jack Mullaney 
Yorrowed a bugey and, stead of taking hm 103 
Goctor. brought him home. dressed the wound, 
‘vith him sereaming with pain, then aadaled = 
Tors’ ana rode fo Afr Sodas. He took us 9, 
Enum his odel T Ford. think we saw 9 
Aoctor, it nothing could be done, ss the Tear 
fet Was cut 0 Fvent home, Sone boys were 
going to Calgary by cavthe nextday and ook 

ack with tem, Te doctors there pul te eve 
isa in, but most ofthe vision was fst, and he 
ao to wear glases. We were thankful that he 
oid keep ie eve 

‘Mother was constantly mourning my brother, 
and the children got on her nerves; so we moved 
into Harry's od shacks Jack was able to ice 
Over to Balances (now Ivan Houston's) to help 
Bate tay for a day'and board. Thed ots of mice 
for company: a tom cat and a weasel would 
forme ot of the cellar an sit under the stove 
‘was sfrald on windy day as We had ona tin 
pie, where the amarack wood would spark and 
Tenlie the ereosote that formed, sending Hannes 
igh into the air, Our rot wat only tar pape 
‘nd ould easly have caught fe 

‘Four yeors ater Besse Femaried, aking the 
cauldren fo Vancoaver. 

Tin spite ofall the hardships, there were good 
times, oo, At Christmes our frends Nin and 
Mrs. Spencer, her brother, Bil Collins, ands 
Young Enulishiman, Maurice Spires, came from 
Tete place, eight ils away” bringing lls of 
oodles, After ehores, the Lawons came and we 
were invited 10 the Chadbourne's, who. ved 
cross the road, They had five enldren = Alt 
Hatt, ‘Ken, Melvin and Eugene. Dad’ stayed 
Home with thelte gel. They ada gramohone 
‘ith alare horn and Mr. Chadbourne played the 
oli T-don't think my. mather ever enjoyed 
hersit as much am everyone danced snd song 
The Lavtons drove home, bt the others stayed. 
We nada bin oats none a our bedrooms, 50 
‘We made aed for the men ther. Many a party 
Wwe had a the Easter, They had'a plane that 
Mabel played and Jac Mallonkey« who hada 
Splendid lee, would sing ll te la songs. 

Th the spring we went back fo Calgary where 
Jack go a ob eth Crystal Dairies, lieing in alt 
‘af bingslow that Me Dad owned. We ad 
Save money before "Cittie Jabmny"” came, A 
‘Weck before ne was bora prematurely, got ihe 
‘Word that ir Lawton had easter. {ile as 
baud as ithe had been one of my owe family 
Geanny Lawton and wrote often after that 
Wille he was living Weed spent many’ evenings 








dancing around the stove In the middle of the 
oom. Granny would have Fefresiments ready 

Philip John was born May 6, 1921, a stekly 
baby unt fall, When We went tothe farm forthe 
wer Ts time we lta oneoamed house, 
Just one ply of board covered with tar paper, & 
four holed stove and an alt-tight Reater «ivan, 
tb and table, a block of wood with a cushion 
fovering for company. Tspen alo or tme with 
the Lawions when Jack would be away, going 10 
tances with Kathy and Joan. Granny Lavon 
Took over the care of Pil and he soon gained 
Weight Jack was working for Haraing Brothers, 
hauling grain To Bekele for $250 a month, whieh 
they couldn't pas. For his wages he only got a 
few grocerles, an old rife anda wooden bervel 

“After Jack goths engineer's papers we spent 
1 Years Working for the provinelal government 
at Fort Saskatchewan. Our daughter, Betty as 
born there in 1851. We cleared the mortgage on 

other land, also bough the SE 101-43 and 
the SW 1e41-L.W5, We returned fo te farm and 
{armed ntl 1957 

‘Gur son Phii, who had married Rosle 
Sxorelko and had three children, had moved to 
Calgary. Our daughter, Betty, who Rad marsied 
‘Art Motius, was living at Midnapore seth thelr 
four enllaren. Art Was a welder for Shaw 
Construction, 

We sold" out to Alvin Snow and went 10 
Calgary. Jack passed away from a heart attack 
‘on November 16, 982. Our son Phil passed away 
‘on January 17, 1988, of @ cerebral hemorhage, 

imane'my home on the farm ot Art and Betty 
Mottus 

"MS" dad died in 1945 at the age of 78 years. 
Mother died in 148 at 81 years of age 


BROWN, STANLEY AND VIOLET 
Stanley Brown was bornin Blythe, England in 
June 106, His uncle, Joe Brown, immigrated 10 
Canada in 1905 to! the ‘Gimlet district and 
omesteaded the SW. 22-41-45 now owned by 
Bll Houston 
‘Stanley’ and hls parents came to Halifax, 
‘Canada, by boat in B12 and then came west 0 
Lacombe, Alberta, by tran They purchased a 
feam and wagon and continued thelr journey to 
Wittenberg (aow Leedale) and from there 
Southwest, crossing the river tio reach thelr 
‘destination. At ene point they mired down in the 
‘muskeg.as'a lot of the country was wet at that 
time. After unloading allot thelr’ worldly 
possessions and carrying them fo higher ground 
they finally freed the team and wagon, reloaded 
land proceeded on to Joe Brown's homestead 
“They lived in Joe's hile log shack unt Tom 
Brown homesteaded the N.W.9-4-45, ‘They 
bull the usual luxurious two room log Rouse on 
{hig place but hauling all of thelr water from a 
‘pring; nearly amie fromn home, was no Luxury, 
‘in May 1814 a little girl was born Into the 
‘Brown family and she was named Mabel. Mrs, 
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‘Brown was vey sick ater the baby was born and 
passed avay in August of the same Year With 
Butane disease 

Tom took Stanley and Mabel and went to 
Moose’ Jaw, Saskatchewan, to vist his wite's 
brothers, ‘Tom and Jack Kindred, They stayed 
there the entice winter and whlie there, met 
Some friends that were going back fo England so 
‘Tom sent baby Mabel back fo his sister fo raise, 
whieh she ia. Mabel marvied and. had. one 
Maughter and remained there untll her passing 
1, 

Stanley and his Dad returned tothe farm in 
‘he spring of 195 and bought a team of oxen from 
Clarence Dameron at Bentley fo break the land, 
While his Dad. plowed, Stanley had to. walk 
Dehina in the furrow and tramp the sod that 
‘wanted to fll back into the furrow 

Stanley attended school al Gimlet where he 
walked neany vo mlles until they could affords 
bors for im to ide, 

"Tn 1871, Joo Brovea bought NW.2141-4.W5 and 
Torn Brown bought SE-21Ai-LWS which were 
both CPR. quarters 
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Stanley and his Dad havled lumber trom 
MePherson’s mill about six miles West of theit 
Place, which they bought st $10.0 per thousand 
fect. planed, to bulld-a cottage sive house i 
192, 

Ths farm was where Stanley spent the next 
‘0 years of is lf. He recalled many incidents in 
the next fen years atter moving ta section 31,100 
‘numerous fo mention In this bret history. 

One time fe and Jack Mullarkey were going 
to dance n Leslieville and the snow was ited 
0 deep in places, they had to unhook the team, 
Tead them over the drift and push the cuter 
‘over by hand. Then going dawna long hl, the 
team spooked and began fo run In order to stop 
them, Jack pulled them oft the road into the deep, 
Snow, but in doing s0 they broke the fongue ott of 
‘he cutter, They had fo go toa farm and borrow 
brace and bit, we bots and an axe ana put the 
fongue back in the cutter. Ts that so afferent 
from borrowing a jack and a whee! wrench and 
changing a tre nowadays? 

Another time Artie Hollingsworth and Stanley 
Brown were coming home from a dance 
‘Willesdengreen, both went to sleep and woke up 
to find the team golng "round and "round Ben 
son's race track. That's better than golng fo 
Sleep atthe wheel ofa car It woula Just promptly 
ake vou stzaight into the dite 

Stanley purchased the N-E-1841-4-W5 in 1890 
and one afternoon walle plowing with sx ead of 
horses on a gang plow, Ted Pimm called him 
over for coffee. A fow minutes later Doreen 
Mason came home tom school on full gallop 
‘and when she tured the corner, the clatter of 
hher horses" Rooves spooked his feam and hey 
took off ut luckily Ne had left the plow tn the 
round and caught them quickly Before they 
lowed feo long furrow. 

In 198, after courting Violet Hollingsworth 
for seven jears, Stanley and she were ited in 
‘marriage at the Gimlet parsonage. The frst 





esiding minister of the Gimlet United 
Missionary” Chureh, Rev. Merle Baker" per 
formed the marriage and then took the happy 
couple for a'vild Bennett wagon ride bet 
Harold Misner's Model A. Ford, through the 
hhamlet of Leedale and on to the Hollingsworth 
ranch. Thus started thelr thity-one and a halt 
‘Years of married life, 

Th August 1811, their only child was born in 
Eckl, Alberta/a daughter whlch they named 
Patrcla'Loulse (Patty Lau) 

‘Tom Brown went back to England to visit in 
1997 and returned To. Canada in Tots, He lived 
‘with his tamil und! his passing im 184 

Joe Brovn baught the SW. D841-4W5 to go 
with his section 18 quarter where he farmed for 
‘any years. Then he had the misfortune of los 
ing his two storey frame home in a fire. He 
emained on he farm Though until he purchased 
a house in Leedale and lived here until Re 
Based sway. 

‘In 195, Stanley and Violet's daughter Patty, 
smartied Richard Lee Fedirehuck. Over 8 period 
ft seven years, three daughters sere bern (0 
{hem Boanita Louise (born in Rocky Mountatn 
House), Pamela Gay (born ia Eekville) and Lisa 
Marie (born in Leduc) 
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In 196, Browns built 2 new three bedroom 
home ‘on thelr farm with the average. cow 
Venlences and this home was an absolute luxary 
tether, 

Unfortunately, a tatal heart attack allowed 
Stanley’ to" enjoy thelr new home only ‘untl 
December of iso, But Violet remained on the 
farm and in 3974 her daughter and her family 
moved home to help her farm. ‘They had 
purchased he S-s-1sW5 Im 197) 30 are 
farming as well. Paity and Rick's gris attend 
school at Leslieville and David Thompson High 
School and'so oes the story ofthe life of Stanley 
and Vielet Brown and thelr offspring, 














CASEY, HOWARD AND RUTH, It1878— by 
ath Casey 

Howard (Bud) Casey and myself, Ruth Alice 
Parsons, were united in marriage in August 194, 
at the Presbyterian Chureh in Red Deer 

Bud was bora at Carstairs. Alberta, in 
November i8i8, and moved tote Leafland area 
swith hls parents in 1900, Iwas born. in 
Youngstown, Alberta, Mareh 1924, and moved 10 
(he Bingley-Carlos area wth my danny in 1802 

For the frst two years we rented the “Leaf 
land place” E1435. as. Bud's father was 
fay doing carpenter Work: However being ani 
Toast start on our own, se bulla small house on 
Bud's CPR NE-1aL-4W5, In the spring of 
1943 we moved there and settied down to farm 
nd ralse.a familly Our house Was of umber that 
‘was saved at Lavvon’s ml. I wasn't very 
{aney, and of course had no inside plumbing, ut 
‘vas very warm and cosy 

“There were no roads, just a tral through the 
woods, wth numerous! "bog holes" when It 
ned, and tne snow got very deep In the winter. 
So\our mode of travel was, of course, by 
horseback, sleigh, of Buggy and lumber wagon, 
Our nearest neighbor on the next quarter south 
‘was Eye Engen, a bachelor. 

"Fora lvelligod, we milked a few cows, and 
ralsed pigs. Bud hauled our eream to Rlerson', 
‘shere fhe Biuttton cream truck pleked 1 up, 
Montabettt Brothers owned the sfore at Blut 
(on, and'ran the eream tracks, We could send for 
anything trom plas to kitchen chatrs, and they 
ery faithfully tilled our orders and brought 
Them out on the mest truck 

‘Our t'st chiid, Wade Howard, was born on 
February 21,-184f, inthe ‘small. hospital in 
Eekvllle — now a residence owned by Be. and 
Irs. Saari, ‘The hospital was so crowded, that 
‘nother lady and myself stayed at the hotel fr 
Almost a week walting for that stork — Doctor 
Coppocik would take n0 chances of bables being 
‘orm out n'a snowstorm somewhere along the 
oad 

"The morning Wade arrived, there were nine 
babes in that tiny hospital, and one was bedded 
down in'a dresser drawer! 

1 January 1945 we bought the SE:20-1-4.5. 
from Mrs. Hilda ‘Trenholm, where we. stl 
Feside, There was a two roomed "shanty" oft, 
‘noid straw shed that served asa barn, and ap 
Droximately 0 acres broken, We moved over the 
Hit into the Glmlet istic inthe spring of 195 
fing began buuding agin, 

‘Our second child, Gall Esther, was born on 
‘September 78, 1815. Dr. Coppock had his new 
hospital by ten so they didn't have to put the 
abies into dresser drawers. During my sty in 
the hospital there was a heavy snowtall, and as 
‘he Nee sll had most o thelr leaves, the welght 
of the snow bent them to the ground, 

We were very busy in thore years, clearing 
Jand and building. Tea Piram, our good nelghbor 
tothe west dla ou lest piece of breaking with his 








steel wheeled John Deere tractor and breaking 
Plow. Ted alway’ owned a John Deore, and when 
{ve heard that "Popping Johnny” startup inthe 
‘Spring, we knew it was s00n planting lime 

"Tie roads weren't very good In those days — 
we didn't know what gravel oF snowploughs 
Were, so when It as muddy we travelled by 
tractor and wagon, and a sleigh in the winter 
‘ten the snow drifted in the roads. The week 
Before Christmas in 1646, Omar fodoln was on 
hls way to the Leedale store (six and one hall 

les) with is feam and bob slelgh, so T went 
long sith him to-do my Christmas shopping! 
‘There were no bright lights nor mobs of people, 
and ir. Myers had a very wel socked store, 83 
itas quite a simple task fo purehase may’ gifts 
and grocers. 

‘The following June we went to the Leedale 
plenle via tractor and wagon, There was always 
Every bad mudhole in the road by the Gimiet 
fxeeks so we nad to travel through the Ken Chad. 
Bourne quarter, (now owned by Wade), tr" the 
bush coming out at Clevenger's corner. We 
Bleked up some of the neighbors an the Way, 50 
tre had a Wagon load by the time we got 1 
Leeda. 

Tn the spring of 1948 we had enough of tractor 
travel, so we went to Red Deer and traded our 
ar inp a shiay new Jeep. Thus was our mode ot 
{ravel for awl and it as also used asa farm 
actor, As long as he lived, John Dyrland 
probably never forgot the rds he had on the 
binder betind that Jeep! 

‘On July 4, 1848, we were blessed with a new 
daughter, Beverly Marte. Her paternal grand: 
‘mother s4l0,"a least we have one Yankee in the 
family" — as July ah is the United States 
national hol 

“nthe spring of 1953 Bud decided he would tke 
to try something besides farming, so he applled 
for an assistant district rangers Job with the 
‘iberta Forest Service He was accepted and we 
Sold our machinery, rented the farm to Bud's 
father and mother, and moved to Cadarain, a 
‘Bhost mining town 70 miles south of Bason, 

‘Our fourth chil, Darryl Roy was bora on the 
8 of Mareh 1854 Inthe Mezcoal hospital, 20 miles 
north of Cadomin. There is no town there now 8 
the last time we went tarough on ashing tip, 
the hospital was being taken down — the last of 
the bullaings to be removed — so Darry!’s beta 
place fs no longer on the map, 

Tn the spring of 1954 we moved to McLennan 
fn the Peace Hiver area, where Bud served as 
District Ranger for to years. 

Ti May 1996, he handed in is resignation as a 
forest officer, and went to. work for Northern 
‘Alberta Ralays forthe summer. In August we 
‘moved back to our farm, where we have ved 

‘fet changes had been made in the district, 
imiet Schoo! was now closed and enlden were 
belng bused to Leslleville and roads were being 
Upgraded 10 accomodate the bus Toutes, 

















In 1958 we Installed Calgary Power, but we 
didn't nave the convenience ofthe telephone un 
tigre 

(Our tft child, and the baby’ of the family, 
‘snatina Diane, was born on July 1864 She 16 
how attending Junlor High at Davia Thompson 

shauna. likes. her ‘horses and cats, and our 
Dalmation dog Bimabo, and seems tobe a farmer 

In April 1970 Bud again went to work for the 
Eorestry as foreman of the cleanup crew at the 
Brazeau Dam and Wade looked after the far7, 
This job lasted for two summers, and we came 
back fo farming again. We are now talking of 
retiring, but that time is Vet to come. 

‘Wade marvled Bonnie Jean Bardenhagen and 
nov ives a half mlle east of us on the NW 16-4L 
‘WS. He has cattle and horses and farms on 2 
“mall scale, working parttime in the oll pate, 
At present he fs employed as tool push In the 
north, Wade and Bonnle have three boy's, Rod- 
er, Roland, and last but not Teast, Cilaton 
Mere, They are a cowboys. 

‘Gait married Glen Johasion. She ves with 
hor famlly on the southwest corner of our land, 
‘They have tree ehildren — Shari, Shannon and 
Darey. Gail and Glen had the very sad mistor 
fune of losing three children ina ear acldent in 
1868, thelr ‘eldest daughter Maxine, and. two 
‘mont old wins, Tammy and. Timmy. Glen 
Works on construction ad is at present Working 
tor Rocky Conerete, 

Beverly married David Lowe, and they lve in 
‘calgary, with their wo children, daughter Tracy 
landson Thos, who would ke to ove thelr house 
fut to Grampa’s farm. Dave owe a winehbed 
{ruc ends at present running @erane for co 
Suction company in Calgary 

Darryl fs sill single and works as a derrick 
hand on the oll igs The only thing Davrel really 
liked about the farm was hs pet dick Denna and 
his border eafie "Billy, given to him by Bill 
Houston when he was quite small. 








CASEY, MERLE AND HARRIET, 19478 — 
Rath Casey 

Merle Casey was born in Dewitt, Iowa, USA. 
In 1884 and came to the Crosaield area with his 
Barents in 1808 He helped on te farm there until 
{siz when he started farming on his own, 

‘arret Belle Plerson wat born in Ciliman, 
Towa coming to Canada with her parents in 1910, 
they’ Settled in the Carstalrs dstFic. 

‘On June 1, 1316 Merle and Hattie were united 
n martlage at Crossfield, Alberta, They farmed 
‘in the Crossfield, Acroe and Carsialrs districts 
Lunt 951 when they moved to the Leatland ds 
itiet with ther three teenaged caldren ~ La, 
‘Agnes and Howard (Bud). 

‘Merle bought the east half of section 1-4-4 
Ws, and moved the bulding site tothe north side 
ofthe south quarter closer to The spring where 
Water was plentiful. 









































‘The Leafland school was situated on the south 





‘ormer of Ths Land 
Tn the suramer of 182, Ralph English came 
up ftom Crosslela to spend his summer holiday's 
Band there ne remained to become a foster 
brother to Bua 

‘Merle rased a few foxes, and Bud and Ralph 
ccan well remember spending thelr summers 
catening gophers to teed them (inthe winter It 
‘vas rabbits) T believe Lawton’s fields were the 
{ost popular trapping grounds, as Bud recalls 
the time sehen Albe whitied them each 2 pipe 
from a willow branen, and another ineldent when 

fe went swimming in the ereek vith Dick, and 
Someone bid Inet clothes! 

‘Merle also di eustom threshing in the fall, te 
owned a Red River Special threshing machine 
and a Rumley ollpuil actor, Then came the 
War, and in 1940 Merle decided to go to High 
River fo work an the alrport as a arpenter. 
From there, ae went fo Vulean, working with the 
Western Ait Command's Engineering staff asin 
Spector forthe aisport being but thee, and Hat 
tle moved with him. Prom Vulean they moved to 
Port Hardy, on the far ena of Vancouver Island, 
where he again worked as earpenter atthe air 
port. Theit living quarters were smal, and they 
‘were very much away from the world, but Hate 
‘enjoyed the seashore and dug for clams, ete. We 
SIL have’ the lange snail, abalone ahd cam 
Shells she brought back wiih her 

From Port Hardy they moved back to Van. 
couver with the Boeing Alrerat Co. and finally 
back to ther farm in To, 














In 1056 Merle and Hattie again ltt the farm 
and moved to Airdrie where he helped Dud the 
‘lementary school, Their next move was tothe 
'E Ranch af aldersige, which was owned by 

the Prince of Wales, Here Mevle was employed 
fsa carpenter and bull several buldings during 
the two years he Was there. Hattle was happier 
here as ahe was able fo take her horses with her 
find could, vide. ""Chubby"” over the range 
Whenever she ikea 

"The next 15 years were spent at Acme where 
they’ bought an acreage. ‘They Kept several 
horses, ana were active members of the Acme 
Riding Club until ihe early 1900's 

Tn 874 they sold thelr aereage and house and 
rotted to the Rocky view Lodge in Crossfield and 
telebrated thelr 0h wedding anniversary there 
Intute. Now, a ages 8 and 88 years young they 
arc living wit thelr eldest daughter Lyla alled 
Inealgary. Merle is sil able todo a ute ishing 
and can drive around the city, which Is quite 
‘eat nowadays. 





(CHADBOURNE, WILLIAM (BILL) AND DORA 
‘Shy’ Alta Chadbourne Brown 

Wiillsm Eaward Chadbourne was born 
January I, 182 In Detroit Lakes, Minnesota to 
‘Mr and Mrs. Josian Chadbourne. My" grand: 


‘patents farmed in that area. When my’ dad was 
Tiears old, grandma died and they were alone 
for'a period of time until my grandad remarried, 
ft wich time Dad and his brother, Fred, left 
hhome to sbift for themselves. 

"When Dad tas 90, he married Dora Huntley 
Mother was born in McHugh, Minnesota on Of: 
{ober 10, 1888. My parents then moved to 


Harrison: Idaho where Dad went ino the lumber 
Dusiness wit his brother, Fred 

Twas born September 18, 1906; Kenneth was 
born February §, 18; Hale was doen March 8, 
1008; Melvin Wwas born December 2, 1911 and 
Eugene was bora March 2, 19 





When Eugene was about one year old, my 
‘grandad, who had moved to Alberts, wrote my 
Gad to come to Alberta. So Dad and Uncle Fred 
distolved partnership and we moved to Alberta 
nists 

We lived near Bentley for a year but Dad 
‘couldnt get a clear tile toa quarter of and that 
bre wanted so we eame north-west and look up 
homestead at Gimlet, We lived there unt some 
time in 1818 There was a log shack onthe place 
twhlen we lived infor several years, It was about 
es feet and every fall Dad had to plaster the 
cracks shuts A fend of cups hada similar place 











and they sald If all the cracks had been on one 
Side of the house, there would have been only 
three walls 

‘My grandad and stepgrandmather lived in a 
lle 022 toot shack on Dad's farm, After they 
lett and went back to the USA in 151". Dad 
moved it over 10 our log house and used if for 
Bedroom. 





th Chao yi a he ck 


My dad nearly always worked away from 
home, He was very handy and was able to do 

ety of Jobs flriy well In 1918 he bought 
blacksmith shop and ois and we moved to 
Gadsby where he dia blacksmith work for about 
a year. During that time, the fu struck, My 
nother’ and three brothers were all in the 
Hospital af one time and just before they were 
Foady to come home, Dad and we two gils got 
the tly. However, we all survived, 

nthe spring 61918, my dad and brother Ken 
‘came back tothe homestead and di some brea 
Ing then we all came back 

‘bad Used fo get up and start breaking land 
around 3 a.m, and break untl 10 or 10:30 a.m. 
then he would turn the horses loose fo graze as 
they had no feed, also the files were so bad. He 
would start breaking again around 3 pn. and 
Work late 

‘One winter Dad drove out north-west and tiled 
saws for a sawmill Then another winter he shot 
Tabbits and squtzrels and sold the hides 19 make 
4 living, We ad few cows and one horse to 
Start with on the homestead. We had no fences 20, 
‘our cows and Horses had tree range. When 
‘Mother went to Gilby for groceries, i would take 
nearly all day since she had to Fun down The 
forse frst. She had to drive all the way around 
“Teobin Hood's Barn” to get there with no roads 
fo speak of and so many gates toopen onthe way 
She wouldn't usually get back until late 

My dad, was a. violinist and) occasionally 
played for dances, 

Tn 1919, we had alt of snow and inthe spring 
cof 1900 there was a lot of water. North of our 
place about a mile, the creek flat was one Big 
Take 

“In about 1928 or 24, Dad got out logs and had 
thom sawed Inte lumber and built us a frame 

















house with wo rooms upstairs and two rooms on 

the main flooe ~ a bedeeam and a Yoom which 
Served es kitohen and livingroom. T helped Dad 
Shingle tert. Later Daa built ona leat f0for'a 
“Kitchen. He put tar paper on the root to star with 
and after it got a bit weather beaten, the rain 
would come trough so It was almost as wet in 
Sie as oul Ded used to say when twas raining 
he couldn’ fix Wand when ie wasnt reining 
‘lan’t need It. However he did eventually fx it 
‘with some rooting 

We children nearly always walked to school 
When we did side it kept Dad busy repairing out 
outfit so we could ride as It wasn't new. 

1 aid janitor work atthe Gimlet School and got 
05 for the year gave my sister 88 for helping 
ne, bought my dad a felt hat and’ my mother 
White blouse and sill had some left for myst 

Dad became a Christian in about 1924 and 
‘Mother was previous to that. They were both 
‘baptized and Joined the Mennonite Brethren in 
Christ Cauren, 

Tn November, 1927, my sister, Hattie, was 
‘married to Ted Pimm! They had three girs end 
‘ne boy. 

On December 28, 1889 my brother, Melvin, 
‘was married to Thelma Jackman. They had wo 
Btls. Mel was a trucker mest of Ais lif, He now 
fives in Edmonton, 

Ken never marsied and farmed together with 
Dad until he dled, then on his own, Kens now 
retired and living in Bekele 

‘Eugene also never marvled. He is retired as 
well, and lives north of Condor 

Dad died on August 18, 1950 and Mother on 
August £1951 

1, Alla, mairied Isaac Brown of Buck Creek 
on April 8, 1940. He was a minister there. We 
‘made our home on our homestead at Buck Creek 
for May and June then moved to my folks for & 
few months 

‘When we first went to Buck Creek, we rode 
about seven miles out from Breton witha friend 
then walked the other 19 males, We had only one 
horse’ and walked pretty well everywhere We 























When we left Buck Creek, we loaded our 
Bennett wagon with our things ang had our calf 
Inthe back, Our cow walled bebind and Iwalked 
iso to herd the eow. One of our wheels broke 
Gown, so we spent the night at logging camp 
find spent nearly the whole next day’ fixing oUF 
butt and getting ready to go again 

‘My husband worked Inthe sawmill out at 
‘MeDougals forthe vier andin April te moved 
{o Berrymoore where Tee preached for Wo 
years. We moved several times after tat frst 
{o Lindbrook, then in 1945 #9 Sunnyslope where 
‘hy sband had grown up. From 1849 (01953 we 
ed in Reawater, whict was then an oll boom 
{own and fe worked in the oll Industry”, In 1954 
twemoved to Linden, 

We have four children, Albert was born 
August 7 1982: Joyee was born June 11, 1941; 
aul was born August 25, 1944 and Jaccb was 
‘bora November 2,196, 

‘bert is married to Kathleen Depage. They 
have one girl and two boys. Theis daughter Ver 
qs married and alco bas alte gi, making 
tom grandparents and us great-grandparents, 
Albert and Kay now live in Edmonton Where he 
{S employed tn the oll industry 

“oyce is married to Dentis Penner. They 
have a giel and a boy and live in Linden where 
Dennis sin the agricultural realestate busines, 

Pal is married to Jaqueline Paquette. They 
have'a eit and a boy and live in Calgary where 
aul (sa pressure welder. 

VTake i unmarried and is presentiy ving in 
Sidney, "Australia. where he Is teaching 
Poyehelogy ina university there 

{We are retived and ving in Linden. Ike koeps 
busy doing the 038 bit of Carpenter work and do 
ome sewing and other hobbles. We de qulte abit 
of travelling also and are enjoying our retire 





CHAPPELL, EDGAR ALBERT — Written by: 
‘Stuare Chappel! 

fs. Chappell was born ln Ontarto of Scttish 
descent, He came west With his family to 
Saskatchewan, and at age 16 years came (0 
Calgary. Immediately fe took job teaching 


os 


School at Glefchen and later at Morley. He then 
‘came to Red Deer to work in the Land Titles OF 
fice twas there hemet and married Miss Grace 
Meinzoy. They cased a family of seven endzen, 
four boys and three girs, 

‘Ada ~ Mfrs. Donald MeKenzle, Toledo, Oho, 
Norman a veteran of World Wat {and Il Albert 
or Potlaten, Idaho, Margaret — Mrs. O1to 
Skaley, Stettier, Alberta, Richard at Abboisfor, 
Bic, veieran of World War I, Stuart of Bekvle 
find Ida Mrs, Ear! St. Thomas, Slocan, BC. 


CHAPPELL, STUART 

icarne tothe Gilet dlstrct with my parents 
‘in 3085 at the age of 12 years. I attended Gimiet 
Sthool where my faiher Taught, then moved 19 
the Centerview district, north and West of 
Bentley, where my father’ also taught. Ny 
‘mother died in 1928 and father dieg in 1835 

remained in the Gimlet and Leedale area 
were I married Miss Laura Allee Withers 
1908, and we took up farming. We lived on the 
farm until 37%, then we sold fo Ivan Houston 
find moved fo krilie where we stil reside, We 
have two enlldren, Careline Grace now hrs 
‘Thomas Maddox, Eekvile, and Ciford Nell Who 
married the former Fay Cummings, now 
Feslding in Calgary 

‘We have four grandchildren, Deborah Laura, 
Jody Edmond, and Anna Marie Maddox, and 
‘crystal Laurene Chappel 








CLEVENGER, FRANK — SW 16.2495 
‘tr. Frank Clevenger came tothe Gilt ds. 
and nomesteaded on the Gilet Creck In 

bout 1906, He worked n sawmills and Nordegs 

nines in winter, returning fo the homestead in 
ummer, He returned to Detrlt and worked in 
the Ford plant for a number of years In 1997 he 
married and brought his bride fo the homestead 

Ina new Oldsmobile touring car. They sold thelr 

farm in the early 1970's and rlired to Lacombe, 

‘Frank died in 1973. Ils wite, Polly lives tn the 

Senlor Citizens Lodge, Lacomibe, hate and hea 

Iy, with a great sense of humor at near 82 years 

of age 











“esse Was born in Revelstoke on November 
14, 1921. was born in Regina, Saskatchewan, 
‘Tanuary 19, 1929, and went to Revelstoke from 
Brooksby, Saskatchewan tn 147 

Jesse and were married Seplember 2, 1918 
We had three children — David Jesse, Jud) 
Beatrice, and Dwayne George 


4a 1972 we bought the NW.20-114.W5 and the 
west halt of 20445 from Bert and Selma 
Dyrland, and moved from Revelstoke in Oc 
tober. 

‘David, our oldest son returned to Revelstoke 
to work for Parks Canada, In 197 he married 
Denise Rintaul from Vernon, B.C. ‘They now 
have one son, Luke Jesse, born August 28, 197 














Judy {s employed as secretary at Lindsay 
‘Thurber Comprehensive igh Senool in Red 
Deer, and Dwayne Is altending Red Deer 
Coleg. 


CLOUGH, WILFORD AND VICTORIA — ty 
Wiltord Ciongh 

My father and mother, George and Florence 
tough, my brother Irvin and myself Wilord, 
‘migrated. itn. several families from South 
Dakota, US.A-to Ponoka, Alberta in 1901 Twas 
1 sronits oid: ini we moved to Revestoke, 

é 





In 3295 T met my wite, Victoria Hollingsworth 
from Cochrane, Ontario. We ad $w0 sons, 
Jesse and George, George was Killed Ina logging 
Aaceldeat in guly 1962 

‘1972 we moved to the Gimlet Community 
with Jesse and his tam 


DURAND, RENE AND REINE 

Rene Prosper Durand was born in Epinal, 
France August 30, 1698. He came (0 Canada 16 
hhomestead north west of Wittenberg in 11 
Aller serving with the Medieal Corps in. W.W. 1 
he Settied on the SE" S641-4W5. in 1823 he 
married Reine Vantiumbeck 

Reine Caroline. VanHumbeck was born in 
Wolverthien, Belgium and moved with her fam 
ly to the Rimbey district In 1913 In 1025 she 
Became Mrs. Rene Durand 

Rene was always active in Church and com 
munity affars, He served as altar boy with the 
Catholic Chureh for 30 years. He also served on 
The Lecdale School Board and the Leedale Hall 
Board fora number of years. He was & member 
ofthe U.G.G. and served as returning officer at 
the pol for many’ elections, 

“They had eight chldren: Joe; Mrs, G. (Betty) 
Sehrett; Airs. 1 (Marle) ‘Nelson Mra. 8 
(Celine) Baranky; nirs G. (Constance) Ander. 
son; Raymond; Mes, D, (Louise) O'Brien: and 
Chastes, 

Rene passed away November 28,1965, 

Mrs. Durand moved to Calgary in 1887. She 








passed away In Calgary March 17,1975at the age 
ot 82 years. 

‘The farm was rented out until it was sold to 
Howard Gibson n about 1 Is now owned by 
the Huterites, who nave taken down al the 
Dulidings and cleared out all the trees, 


EVERNDEN, TED AND JEAN 

‘Ted and Jean began farming In the Gimlet 
area in 186, 

‘Jean was the daughter of Cecil and Mabel 
Jackman of Blackie, Alberta, She ‘had three 
Hsters, Myrtie (Hooper), Thelma (Chadbourne) 
8nd Bernice (Iumpnrey). ‘They moved to the 
‘ea when the girls were very joung, Jean met 
and married’ Tea Evernden ina double 
ceremony performed by Rev. Merle Baler, at 
the Gimiet school. The other parteipating couple 
veas Jean’s sister, Thelma Jaekman and’MelGin 
Chadbourne. Ted'spent many years in the army 
‘while the family semained at home at Glenlet. 

‘Jean nearly bled to death onetime wien she 
hada tooth pulled. She took a sedative and went 
{0 sloep and the blood ran tough the pillow and 
‘hrough the mattress and made a poet blood on 
the floor. When she awoke she Was very wea, 
‘rom the vast loss of ood, 

‘Ted and Jean have eight children, Vernon, 

Howard, Grave, ess, arnold, Yvonne, and 
Gay. Vernon and Eva attended the. Cionlet 
School. in 1852 the family moved fo the west 
Coast and Ted rejoined the armed forces. Jean 
then took a C.N.A. course and worked for Tnany 
years in the hospital ia Victoria, 


EVERNDEN, TOM AND SARAH (SALLY) 

Tom Everaden Was bora on August 03840 in 
Briage, Oregon. As abay he lived in the Bentiey 
district. Tom married Sarah Preston, known a 
Sally in 1992. "Sally was orm in Rmbey’ on 
December 6, 3811. Tom and Sally had six 
eldren, Shitiey, Donal, Mir, James, John and 
‘Ted. The eildren al attended school at Cimles 
‘Tom and Sally lived in the Gimlet district os 











Aitferent farms for many years. They lived on 
the "Cari Batra” place (SW. 380-15), on the 
"toy Whitley” place (8.8. 2841-43°5) and they 
lived west of Ray Whitley, and they asolved on 
the "Johny Jones” place (S.W. 2541-4065) and 
then Tom bought the S.W. 2741-ovs and they 
‘moved the Rouse they had bullt walle ving west 
Ot there "Tom worked with Ted. Pimm on a 
{heeshing machine for a few years and farmed 
{or many years at Gilet 

THwwas great Joss to everyone when Sally 
passed away as. she Was a good friend and 
Relghbor {0 everyone. Sally. passed away 
anuary 18, 1983. Tom’ andthe family: then 
‘moved to the Rlmbey area In 1956. Tom later 
passed away on December 20,196, 


HOLLINGSWORTH, ROBERT LEE AND 
ANNINA ANTOINETEA. 

‘Robert Lee Hollingworth (Dick) was born 
in Escondido, Calforna, May 22 1869. He also 
had a half brother, Jim and & halt sister Golde. 
His motter married again and had two more 
Bins and three boys. 

In 1895 or 1807 Dick came to Hecla and Glen. 
ale, Montana, where he bought &. team of 
fotses, He aed core wood for eake toed the 
Smelter furnaces at Glendale. When Dick came 
{oliela he otmned a Fea fancy team and bugey 
and to be sure the Dugay whlp wasn't stolen Re 
Kept the whip In the shed that belonged to An- 
‘onio Quiles 1s how he met Mise Annina Aa 
fotnetta Quilel (Nina). She was born in New 
York city, New York, November 14 188, Dick 
and Nina were married on January’ 22, 1902 af 
Dillon Montana. Nina had two sisters, Celesta 
and Harriet and two brothers, Tony snd Gilbert. 
Harsiet ts st living in Sherridan, Montana, 

‘Dick and Nina made thes home in Glendale 
‘Montana, and had seven children. True Evered 
Was bora at Rochester. Montana. January 10, 
1M, True married Elizabetn (Bet) Smith and 
had’ two ehldren, Geneva. and. David, Ellis 
Anthony’ was bora at Glendale, Montana, on 
‘December 27,1905. Ells married Jane Rhody in 
405, they had three children, Richard, Beverly 
{and Robert. lls and Jane now lve in Portland, 
Gregon. Stanley Gilbert way born at Stettler, 
‘Alberta oa December 28, 191, Stanley married 
‘Adaline Useral "Misner and they “had. {out 
thlldren, Gilbert Earl, Lee and Fay. Arthur Lee 
Was bora at Steller, Alberta, Febrauary 7 191 
‘Arie never married and he now lives in the 
Bingley’ strict. Violet Celesta was. born a 
Stettler, Alberta, February 18, 1816. Violet 
married thomas Stanley Brown on July 11,1858 
‘They had one daughter Patriela Louise (Patty 
Lou). Violet stil lives In the Gimlet district 
Evelyn Sylvia was born at Buffalo Lake, Alberta 
on February 1, 1918, She ned double pneumonia 
when she was te weeks ald and they very nea 
Iy"tost ner but she lived to marsy’ Alva Oren 
Humphrey, Fepruary 21, 1940. "They" had one 
daughter Marilyn Aas. Evy now lives in Rocky 























‘Mim. House, Annina Harriet (Babe) was torn 
‘July 27, 1904, at home on SE 2041-4.13 in the 
‘Gimme strict, uring one ofthe worst electrical 
Storms ever. There was a houseful of people that 
‘Stayed overnlantatter a two day rodeo tet Dick 
land the boys put on. No one lew about the new 
‘aby git unth the midwives, Ms. Sheela and 
‘irs Anale Boomer old them all ai breakfast the 
xi morning. Babe married Frank. George 
‘Murray and they had ave enlldren, Linda, Dale 
andy, Marty and Melodie, 

‘isk and a partner named Dunlap took their 
teams and came fo Letbridge, in 1903, Ning 
stayed in Heela, Montana, for awhile until Dlek 
fo! living secommodations for her and the frst 
fio oss 

Dek contracted excavating for the deep plers 
In the construction of the high level bridge at 
etridge, He also supplied tne sand and gravel 
for eonerete to ulld the piers, 

‘Dick bought 96 teams of arses from the Dike 
Eareh Ranch near’ Pincher. Creek. He also 
bought wagons, slp serapers, Dull slips, plow, 
‘wheel serapers, tens to house the horses and 
‘ook tenis, Nina aid all the cooking for these 

ick also managed the shearing corrals at 
Sterling, Alberta, Here again Nina did the cook 
ing for the men, churning butter and baking 
bread every day as wel, 

“Then Dick worked bullding ralrosd grade 
from Letibridge to. north of Calgary, ‘near 
Vulean. ‘Tas grade was lad through Three Hills, 
Drumheller, Halkirk, Gadsby and Stet 

Tn 1808 he bought land three of four miles 
north of Stettler. He plowed ana worked tis land 
With Horses. He had 150 rood sows a this time, 
Then Dick bought a steam engine todo contract 
work, [trained all summer and the steam engine 
oulda’t pull the plow. He also had land on the 
forth end of Butfalo Lake at Bar Harbor. 

Dick moved his men and horses to Bamonton 
and worked on the Low Level Bridge unt tras 
completed 








3918, Dick traded the land a Stettler (See 
tion 3) to Oscar Olson tor over 20) head of atte 
land (wailed them to the Battleford Indian Reset 
‘ation near Hobbema fr winter feeding, In May 
(of 1519 they moved the cattle to Hoadley and that 
{all on to Leedate to the present Belt and Manns 
place fr winter feeding. The winter of 1019 Was 
Very hard'on catle because of the deep snow, 
nd the severe. cold and cattle feed was very 
Scarce. In May of 1919 Nina and the family 
‘moved to Hoadley (the grocery store was called 
Nugent at that time) and later they moved to the 
Potter Creek district 

In 1900 or 1801 Dick bought land in Gimlet ais: 
teict (SE 20414915). Diek, True and Elis ext 
logs north of Jinumy’ Smith's in the Larspman 
Valley to bulld a four room house. Ths was the 
home place for many years and many memeries 
Slll exist of experiences there. Every Sunday 
{here was a rodeo and people eame trom all over 
fowateh the young riders perform and to enjoy 
the day. Friends came and would spend th 
week-end visting at Hollingsworth Berry pik 
‘ng. was a great pastime anda lt of te momen 
snd children spent the afternoon looking for 
berries we the men took Inthe rodea and the 
ay often wound up witha dance. Fiddles, 
fullars, banjos and mouth harps were plentiful 
St that me 

Jn 1921 Dick and Eis took two, four horse 
{cams to Nordegg to haul igs and mine prope for 
the coal mine there. In 1925 Nina took the three 
sins to Anaconda, Montana, as her mother, Mrs. 
Gute was very’ sik and passed away. "They 
came back in ike spring of 1927 to what was 
called the Jacobs place, one and @ half miles 
West of Leedale. Inthe fall of 191 they moved f9 
Eacombe and Diek worked for Abe Barker and 
Mrs. Graham and the enlldrenavtended the Ca- 
yon school "hen in February 188 they moved 
{o the Labell place, one halt mile west of 
Leedate where Gilbert Hollingworth now ives, 
In Apel of 1998 they moved to the Sam Easter 








‘ce sey, thine sow M.A tog 


place one mile east of the Gimlet school. The 
following fall they moved to Svivan Lake srhere 
Dick nad a Jersey dairy” Then in 1989 they 
‘moved back to Gimlet to hie Roy Whiley place 
one malle north of the Gilet school. That fai 
they moved back to the eld hame piace (SE 204. 
V5). 

In 1901, Dick bought land in the Aurora ais- 
trict Tals was the north half of 3414.63, The 
Tnlly moved there In he spring of 198% Dick 
an sheep and cattle there for many years with 
Is boys ‘Stanley and Arle. Elis and Trae had 
lone back tothe United States to wark and live 
Dick ana the boys also held rodeos at this place. 
Evy and Babe fnished thelr schooling at Aurora 

Dick finally sold this land (the Moosehorn 
nc) to Lee May from Saskatchewan in the 
fall of 158 and then made his home with Ms 
daughter, Violet Brown unl he passed aveay In 
(Gctaber 196 ils son True had predeceased him 
In February 187. His loving wife Nina passed 
away in July 1952, a granddaughter Pay in 
February 1055. ils son Stanley on November 1 
186 and his wite Adaline (Babe) passed away in 
September 1868. son-in-law (Thomas) Stanley 
Brown passed avvay in December 191, Dick and 
Nina's Youngest daughter Babe passed away tn 
September 178, 

So ends an era inthe lives of two wonderful 
people and thelr family 











HOUSTON, JAMES 
“James Viouston, a Scotish blacksmith, came 

to Afgerta in 1825" He worked in several towns 

Uni he acquired a shop of hs own in Bentley. 

“James, However wanted to farm, In 228, he 
bought the B-as40-W5, the NE-IO4LWS and the 
SWAD-4LMS. This land is located In the Gimlet 

ie worked at blacksmithing for several 
years, while the land wat rented. During this 
lime, James worked at his shop in Bentley 

‘A’ younger ‘brother, Dan, trom Seotiand 
arrived to help with getting the farm project 
Started 

"This land is stl in the family and has been 
added to ag time and money allowed 

In 1929, James and Margaret Stevenson from 
Scotland were married. They continued farming 
for 39 years. Six children came to less this 
‘marriage. "Two of the sons are farming, Wiliam 
‘on land we later acquired and Ivan on ite home 
place. 

Newton married Margaret Osberg. ‘They 
have four children, Deuglas, Linda, Keith and 
Snare 

Pamela married Jack Wild, They have three 
chdren, Jackie, Reginald and Roderick, 

‘Willan martied Lorraine Blswanges. They 
have four eildren, Susan, Shelley, Sherry and 
Scott 

‘Thomas married Ruby-Lee Maddox. They 
have two boys, Timothy and Brett. Ivan married 








Trudy Makl and have three children, Krister, 
‘Tvler and Pamela, 

‘Morris lost his ilfe in May 187. 

James and Margaret moved to Eekvile in 
196k. James passed away in June 1970, Margaret 
‘continues to lve in thelr Rome in Heke 





HOUSTON, WILLIAM (BILL) AND LORRAINE 

Since Nstory has to start somewhere, lets go 
back to January 1958. Lorraine Blswanger, the 
‘oldest daughter of Lawrence and Marie’ was 
tending school at Leslieville trom her parents 
hme at Withrow, fl Houston was farming with 
hls Dad, "Seotty” Houston. Bl ste third son of 
Mr. and Mrs, James Houston. He was born at 
Hoine on the farm (SE-1541-4:05) and obtained 
his schooling at Gilet, Eekvile and Teed Deer. 

‘Fate or skating party” brovght these 10 
together and thus began a ive and a half year 
period of going together which resulted Inthe in 
Cvitable = marriage 

"But durkig that ime, in 1957 BI started a 
rminisnile route in whieh he picked up cans inthe 
Gimiet area and hauled them to Withrow where 
fhe were put on the bigger truck of Roy Tubbs 
who ‘then delivered them to. C-A.D.P. 
CCondensery in Red Dee. 

in Joss, after graduating from the Davia 
‘Thompson High School, Lorraine entered 
Calgaty General Hospital School of Nursing 

‘By 100 Bill's millroute had expanded and he 
had purehased a larger truck of hs own to hal 
to CADP. Condensery in Red Deer, AS he un 
Inading time was 8:30.4.m. he stl had most of 
the day Tor farming, 

“then Ido] was avery eventful year. April 5, 
Bit! broke hls leg as the result ofa riding acct 
dent, Dodge Lavrton said, "Bl was doing fine 
Until he broke. hls leg, then Lorraine caught 
him". On July 3, 191 they were married at the 
‘Withrow Gospel Mission by Rey. Louls Peskett 

‘in September, Lorraine completed her nur. 
sing education, in tose days known as 
“tpaining™, and after three years with one da 
of a seeek’ one month holdays per year, and 
‘monty allowance of 10, one beeame "traned” 
In'many ways. Tt certainly was a happy day 
tren the news arrived that Lorraine had pasted 
the RN, exams 

in 1960 Bil sold the mak truck and route to 
Ivan (Bill's brother) and bought the rest of se 
tHon 22 trom Bs Gad. He already owned the 
Southeast quarter and started dairy farming on 
Ais own, ‘These newly acquired quarters were 
Jnown for thelr previous owners as! the north 
fast quarter was the Mottet place; the southeast 
‘quarter was the Chappell place; the west half 
‘vas the Perry place 

The Thyssen quarter (SE-ZTALA.WS) was 
‘added to complete the present farm in 1270 Nine. 
{con sixty-two also saw the start of thet family 
‘when on August 20 Susan Lorraine arrived. Then 
fn February 8, 1867, Shelley Grace made her 
{trival in te World followed by Sherey Lynn ox 




















August 2, 1968 and finally on September 2 
Scott Wiliam, "a boy at last 

7 190 they sold thelr daity herd and went 
“pee” where thelr real interests were, besides 
‘his being a less demanding farm of making ally 
ing, 

"mnele hobby has always been horses end in 
earlier years they competed In the Rocky Light 
Horse Ascoeation, 

When the radeo arena was built at Gimiet in 
1867 Bll heiped with the stock until 1969 when 
Rodaey Tolonen, Dan Dyfland_ and Houstons 
bough the rode stock and started the Gimlet 
Rodeo Co, That hobby tas grown into a much 
Jarger business vith amateur Todeos through out 
CCenieal Alberta trom Bowden to Whitecourt 

Being horse lovers, everyone tn the familly 
had to have s horse and of course the Kids had & 
ony "whlch was bought for’ Susan and. was 
Rented down the line as each child outgrew her. 
‘Thele kids pony” (Honey) had two colts that 
turned out t0 be the right size for pony chuck 
Wagon horse, 80 in 73 they bough two more 1 
Grive'on the pote and used the two pets for the 
tead tear and they were nthe chuekWvagon bust 

The highlight of the racing was in 1976 when 
they lent the lead team to Gilbert Hollingsworth 
{o lake to Medicine Hat and run on a chariot. 1 
four days of racing against 65 offer teams trom 
‘Siberia, Saskatchewan, and British Columbia 
{hey finished in top place and brought home a 
beaut trophy. 

“Tn the fll of 1975, they started to bulld thee 
“dream home” and although at the time of 
wring they are not completely fifshed it Is 
very nearly done, 
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JACKSON, WILLIAM (BILL) AND MYRTLE, 

‘Wiliam John (Bln) Jackson was. born in 
Bromly, Kent, England on Maren 28,1911 His 
father was klleain World War Land Bill with Mis 
‘mother, came fo Canada inthe earty 1920's, They 
eventually lived on a homestead west ct Rocky 
Mountain House. Later they moved into Rocky 
where Bill carried on a dray business. He later 
‘rove for Greyhound, then had is ov trucking 
business, 

Myrtie Wynder Jackson was bora in 
Cardston, alberta on September, 15, 1920, She 
spent her early years in Beazer and Hllspring, 
bart. She attended Normal Senool at Calga 
in 1858940 

Bill and Myrtle farmed inthe Hillspring area 
for several years, then in 1964 they ought the 
land that they now own inthe Glmiet area, The 
Bar Anchor Seven, Wie0-414.W5, and SE i0-t 
‘EW, Tis land was formerly olned by Afr. and 
Mrs. Berry then by Jack Walls and later by Alvin 
Snow. The fist three homes ever built on this 
place stil stand, 

‘Myrtle taught Grade 5 in Rimbey trom 
January through June of 196%. ‘Then. she 
iransferred tone Leslieville Senool where she 
taught for a number of Vears, 

By a former marriage Bil had five eblldren, 
William, Lilian, Arthur, Robert and James, One 
son Bob married Barbara Brown, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Brown, formet residents of 
this area 

Bill and Myrtle have as children Shelley and 
Perry. Shelley graduated from David Thompson 
School and has. since worked Yor ‘Parkland 
Savings and Credit Union. Shelley slong with a 
Joan manager, opened the new Credit Clon it 
Rimbey. August 19%, BI had his leg broken 
severly in tio places when blowing ups =pit rim 
{irein 187, so they have bath retired, stil man 
{alning thelr arming Inerests and doing some 
traveling 

















KELM, ROBERT (BOB) AND PAULINE 
‘Alodg with many oer olaimers from thi 

area, Bab and Pauline Kel were both born in 

the Unitea States and immigrated to Canad, 

‘Bob was born in Hutchinson, Minnesota, on 
July 2, 1888 After working in Minneapote from 
ine age of 1, Bob came to Alsask, Saskatchewan 
with a syndicate known as "The Big Four Com 
Dany" in 81d. He then took up a homestead tn 
Eoverna’ about 188, where he farmed until he 
‘came to Rimbey Sn 126, 

‘Pauline Belt was born in Towa on April 23, 
105 and came fo Lacombe with her family in 
Aim They ‘moved fo thelr homestead west of 
LLeedale (Wittenberg) in 1910. In 16, the Belts 
‘Bought a farm and moved tothe Gimlet district, 
where Pauline Took her schooling. In 129, 
Pauline opened her own hatrdvessing shop ti 
Peabody's Boarding House (Aigar'sia Rimbey), 
Her halsiyles were $0 becoming that she at 








tracted tne attention ot Bob Keim, sho also 








boarded there. They were married in 1890, and 
ster living in Rlmbey’far one year, they moved 
fo the Anton homestead in Leedale 

The Kelms had five children, Raymond 
married Elma Rauhala and lives in Wimbe 
Myrtle married Ed Schwartz and lves in Ab. 
Botsford, B.C, a8 does Art, who married Lani 
Melenchuk. Doreen and her husband, Wayne 
‘MeBean, live in Calgary, Doris and ner husband, 
Adrian Ret, reside in ihe Lavesta district 








Soe 
meee 


During their first years of farming, Pauline 
recals paying 80 per head for cafe and a year 
Tater, they traded a cow for a $I9 grinder, The 
gs they bought for $4 were sold fr 4.50 inthe 
fl 

‘Because of the poor roads and heavy snow: 
falls, the old Model A was often parked from 
December until Apri, and horse and sleigh rdes 
bbeeame popular. The spring floods allowed rat 
Ing o became an innovative means of transpor 
tation, 

‘A'jovful reunion took place in 1851, when 
ster 40 years, Bob's brother and sisters and 
‘their families trom the States visited the Kelms, 

The Kelms relired to British Columbia in 
1852, "Thelr farm Is now owned by thelr oldest 
son, Ray. Robert passed away in Mareh, 1989 

‘auline is very interested im handicrafts, She 
enjoys seeing all her old trends om visits 10 
‘iberta 


LANGE, WML ARTHUR AND FAMILY 

Win. Arthur Lange was born 1857 Lowa, His 
vite Lucy was born 866 in Towa, Fred’ Arthut 
Their son was born 1802 

‘Wim. Lange bought the homestead af Frank 
Benjamins the NW 3041-3 W5n 1910.8 post eard 
dated 1810 of Kate Baum's mentions Mr. Lange 
helping her son Link Bover dig foot cellar ana 
nother card later an tells of Mr. Lange helping 











Link shingle an adation he was bullding onto the 
ome, It is aot own how long the Langes lived 
fn this farm but In I818 Frank Johnsmen bovght 
the farm and Wm, and Lucy were living back in 
Towa thea, Pred Lange married Nora Withers in 
191d and they had two children Rath born in 1 
and Wn. in 16. Fred. and Nora returned 10 
Decorah, Towa about 18, 

Win. Arthur Lange passed away in 1945 and 
Lucy in 184, Fred passea away in 1961 and Nora 
sina "Care Centre” In Independance, Towa and 
159 years of age. 

“Mich of this information was received from 
Ruth Lange Wallac 

‘The Bed Bug's Laugh 

The June bug lves the last of June, 
‘The Lightening bug in May, 

[But the Bed bug takes his bonnet off 
‘And says I've come to stay 





LEINONEN, JOHN AND HILIA 
WALIMAKE ISAAC, DONALD, ALLE 

Mrs. Hila Lelnogen eame from Butte, Mon: 
tana, fo the Cimletgistelet in April ot 199, with 
her husband John ana two ot her three children 
{fom her fist marriage, Donald was age 19 and 
All age 12 and they also brought with them 
‘John's son Alfred, from his first marriage. Hl 
ja's oldest son Isaac, was at this time, working 
35 a carpenter in California, Alfred drove all the 
Way to alberta in a 1928 Chrysler, which Was 
Tater trade for some breaking they had dane on 
Some of thelr land. 

They care (olive on a C.P.R. quarter of land 
the NE 21-40, which Joka Leinonen had 
homesteaded in 1915. He broke 6b acres and en 
{armed It for one Year, as his first crop was 
hailed out 1005. He Then moved back to Butte, 
hoping to save enough money for a new start 
‘While in Butte, his fst wife passed away and he 
Mer met and marred Hila Wallmal 

‘When they first came here they ived with Mr 
‘Motte fora month or so, tle preparing a place 
tollve. A temporary home was made from 10 
Branaries,whlen were attached t 

Far ihe Finnish people, the or 
steam bath sa very essential part of ling, 80 
‘a soon as the name was completed, a sauna was 
built At frst the neighbors were litle dublous 
about the customs of tne sauna, but It ater on 
became Saturday night ritual for he neighbors 
{come fora bath; and vist over a cup of eotee, 

“Tue move to the farm proved to be a real 
hardship for ‘Mrs. Leinonen as she could pot 
Speak, read nor write the English language. She 
was very lonely as there were no Finish speak. 
Ing people for miles around. She began learning 
English by speaking inn to the children and 
‘hey replied in English. Infact a nelghbor made 
fe remark that ft Wasa funny’ farniy that hae 
‘moved in. The mather speaks Fina but the 
{hlldren speak English. Also her onl friend Mrs, 
lara Lalone coached her andmany happy hours 
‘were spent together 











However ths new found fenéship was very 
short lived as Mis. Lalone passed away sudden: 
yeas the years progressed, she did learn to 
speak and read the English ianguage, and is now 
very avid reader. She now subscribes (0. 
Calgary dally newspaper, and particularly en 
Joys reading anything peitaining to politics, 

“john Leinonen passed away exact one year 
to ihe day’ arrived. He died from Miners Con- 
‘mptton. Alfred went back to Butt, soon after 
his father passed away. 

‘Again Mrs, Lelnonen was faced with a real 
hardship a8 she tried to tun the farm with the 
help ot her two chiloren. They cleaned the land 
Dy hand, ner and Donald chopping the ites and 
brush ahd All! helping to pile what she could 
Hilja's main worry was how she would ever get 
the cropln that spring. Tower surprise one morn 
Ing. a group of nelghbors bringing their own 
machinery and horses, prepared the land nd 
pul in the crop. it was at that time that she 
Fealized what wonderful neighbors she had, and 
‘hat she was really among frends. 

In 1992 she wrote fo her on Tsade asking him 
to come and help onthe farm and he came that 
{ail Things were then a ite easler with Isaac 
sharing the load. But these were the depression 
‘Years and Hilja and her family, along with every 
Se else at that time, faced very dificult times, 
Besides working long, hard hours for very tie 
‘honey, they suffered trom hail, frost and very 
long cold winters. These were the years when & 
ho se rake could be bought for $3, a binder for 
S13, coffee was three pounds for 80¢ and butter 
was 250 a pound 

‘Donald and Ai went the Gimlet school and 
tnolt first teacher was Miss Hate Dobbs, now 
Mrs. Stears. She was a s0ft hearted, Kind teacher 
and’ many of her pupils. stil cherish the 
memories of thelr schooldays with Miss Dobbs 
2 their teacher, 

‘Their second teacher was Miss Clayton, now 
Mrs, Baird, She also ad’ sot spot in her heart 
for her students. Knowing that some of ther 



















wanted to further thelr education, but could not 
{ford to go anywhere for schooling, she taught 
krades 10 andi though grade 8 was all that was 
Fequlred of ne. 

TAI left the farm to go to work and finaly 
Settled In Calgary. Tuere she met and married 
Rov Daailowich ‘and they have one daugtter, 
Sharon. She married Jim Donnelly from Calgary 
4nd they ‘have three “daughters. Tol is 1b, 
Corinne is 15 and Shauna is 3 and thelr fanlly 
now lives in Vietoria, Be 

Donald and Issac hever martied and they stil 
live on the farm with thelr mother, 


As times got better, thelr frst tractor was 
purchasedin 19, Someyears later aac bought 
quarter of land from "Dad" Eliot. (SW 21444 
W3).'Then the boys bought a naif section trom 
John Dyriand. (SW 21414:V3) andthe NW 18 
415. "They also bought a 1881 Model A Ford fr 
$135, This litle Forel with the rumble seat found 
2 soft spo in the hearts of Mrs, Leinonen andthe 
boys. Not only beeause i brought nappies times, 
with ishing trips, berry pteking and pleales but 
msi because layed pat in saving thelr 
lives so" many tmes. For instance, one time 
‘when accompanled by a group of neighbors, it 
thelr vehicles, they went on a fishing trip to Buck 
Lake. With Tsaae driving and Peter Danliowien 
4s his passenger, they led the procession fn the 
“ite Ford”. They came up over a nll (0 ds 
cover a ereck at the bottom = minus the 
Bride. There were ony two skids across the 
deep ravine. Peter, bracing himself, grabbed for 
{he brake handle, only to have Tease inform hen, 

There ls no brake!” Isaac steered on to the 
skids andveaehed the other side safely tofnd the 
little Ford ned erossed with one set of wheels on 
the skid and Just the hubs on the other side had 
Fede across ‘on that skid. Tne only. color 
Peter's face was two dark spots that were his 
ees. He looked lke he hed seen a ghost! 








n another occasion, again accompanied by a 
soup in vehicles, they went on berry picking 
{tip to the Open Creek area. It was valning Rar 
fn the Way Rome and all the cars kept getting 
Stuck: Finally twas getting late and s0 dark, 
{hey decided to park their vebicles and sleep tn 
{her ears forthe nigh. The next morning when 
Isaac and: Donald. walked ‘around, they. dis 
covered the litle Ford had saved thelr tives 
‘gain The two wheels on one se were on the 
very" edge of steep hil, and any slight push 
would have sent It roling downt Infact Teaae 
‘was mighty nervous about geting into start up 
to'siowly case tonto the road. 

‘On one more occasion, on another berry pick 
ingiripn the Faraway area, they came toa very 
sharp. bend, and immediately approached. & 
bridge where planks had been pled on ane side, 
{keep cows from crossing. Having no chance to 
stop, and likely having no brakes, they Bit the 
Pile of planks and the ite Ford just neatly slid 
the planks across the brldge i front of It and 
rosked to safely 

he ie Ford was retired ter years. of 
faithful service, For many vears, antique cat 
dealers ceme ofering to buy if but Mrs. Lelnonen 
‘efused to part with it, Finally, as she had 0 
‘where to keep the eat wider cover, and it was 
Belling weather beaten, she finally sold i for 
Sis, 

‘When first moving tothe Gimlet district, rs 
Leinonen busied herself witha hobby of growing 
flowers, Ths hobby’ has only Hourished over the 
years. Now at the age of 9, she sill works 
‘iligenty’ In her Beautiful tower gardens, Her 
‘well Kept yard of lowers, shrubs, and fru wees 
Braet the eye of many passers by, with ts color 
and beauty, 








Al the age of 7, she hosted a birthday party 
for allher friends and neighbors and continued 9 
havea party every ff year, as she says a party 
every year would aly male hee grow oo old 100 
fas, In 1978 she ‘wll be celebrating her 93th 
Petia and eth God wing she wi be Hosting 
fnother party for her family and all her many 
friends. 

To add to the meagre income of the farm, 
‘he Walla brothers were forrunate to have 
producing allwell riled on ther nome quarter 
{rise and another well ied on SE D041-4.5 
nisi, 





McELROY — OWEN LELAND AND BUELAI 
BLANCHE, SW" 20414W3 — written by’ D. 
Mokiroy 

‘Owen McElroy Sr. was born in Kankakee, 
into on May 6 1888 His wite Buelah was bork 
{in Shelbyville, Mlinols on June 2, 1883. They were 
married on December 5, 1813 and moved to 
{Canada with their two sone Warren and Owen Jr. 
{om Hillsborough, North Dakota inthe spring of 
301 They settled ona farm east of eed Deer and 
while the lived there Ellen, Rebert ang Richard 

Tn the spring of 1839 they moved to the 
Leedale alsteit and rented the land where Me. 
land Mrs. Wiltse had lived for three years Henry 
Thatehuk Is now living on thls place. In March 
198 they moved tothe SW 2640-4W5 whch they 
purchased from the Hudson's Bay Company. ir, 
Sand Mrs, Frank Nugent were lving tere at the 
time, Hoih parcels ef land are now owned by the 
Leeda tet Brether, 

‘hat summer was a busy one with erp, fenc 
Ing. and moving, the ‘all came quick and 
Imligs had fo be organized for winter. ‘They 
mallked cows, shipped cream, Kept quite few 
plang tral Bock of seep otter abcd 
Tofot chickens, eese and turkeys and grew a 
‘garden, She did lot f canning, was awvonderfal 
ook and was always busy in her spare time with 
her kniting, crocheting and needle work 

"The ehiliren attended Benjamin School and 
then imlet Sehool after they moved 

‘Dad hada threshing machine and di 
techn Inthe distriet every fall He was a well 
experienced operator as he had helped thresh It 
his eariy years when ney used steam engines 
Fun the threshing machine, He enjoyed reminise 



























Jing about the work, the men and the old 

Dad enjoyed big game hunting and fishing 
and Took a fot of pride In, his many guns and 
‘marksmanship. He was. deeply interested. it 
Iivestock ashe had grown up on hs fathers farm 
Where they Kept registered eatle and horses. He 
learned ai an early age, how to select the best 
Animals end how to groom them for the show 
finge as they entered ‘many of them in the 
Chicago World Fatr where they received many 
prizes and sibbons, 

Daring World War II ther eldest son Warren 
Jolned the Uaited States Army. He saw action in 
Ala and Kiska in the Japanese Theatre of war 
dnd also in Germany’ during the battle of the 
bilge, Owen Jr, Joined the LCA. and spent 
{Wo and one halfYears. in the service, He 
Volunteered for active duty In the Pacit ut 
Deace was declared before nls departure 

“As the younger members of the family 
finished seneel they found fobs and so were awa) 
from home, 








“oe MEY Fan ef of 16, Waren US. As) 
fey, Moe Bes Nein, Onn RCAT) Me Ome 
Mceiy ea honed and he at 


Mr. and Mrs. McElroy were well respected in 
the community. Mother was a member of the 
Lsedale WL. and also the Cimlet Ladies" Clb, 
She enjoved her home and family snd was & 
devoted wie and mother. She was raised in 8 
Chistian nome and became an active member 
ln the United Chureh that she and Dad belonged 
to In Leedsle, In 1852 her health began to fal 
The tamiy held a reunion in May 1959 and she 
passed aay in September, 185 ater a eneihy 

Dad, McElroy lived by himself after ner 
death, doing his own farming and enores unt il 
health forced him to sell te land. He was 80 
Years old when he bought a le house and 
Telired to Rimbey in 1968. He nad a cheery di 
position and was well liked by every one that 
Knew him. He kept active and passed avray 
Suddenly’ on January #0, 1873 at the age of #4 




















‘The tamily Is lving in various places, Warren 
and his wife Betty have now refed and live or 
an acreage n Missourl, They have a son Bill and 
{daughter Donna and four grandchildren, 

Owen (Junior) and wite Doris live on their 
farm north of Leedae, They have t0 sons John 
and Gary and two daughters Helen and Barbara, 
‘The girls are married and there are four 
srandeildren 

Ellen and Jack live in California. They both 
worked for Aliines for years but gow have other 
employment. They have no tami. 

Robert and wite Marie live at Valleyview 
where they have a farm and she is teaching, 
school, Bob worked for imperial Oil for several 
years before he bought the stm. They have one 

Richard and his wife Patricia live in 
Lacombe, He works at ihe Shell Station and she 
leaches sehool, They have a son Gregory and a 
daughter Susan 

“Every day that passes becomes history. The 
Years go quickly and with the passing of time 
Dur pioneers who worked hard to open up the 
ountry, becomes history also 

Mr. and Mrs, McElroy wer laa to rest nthe 
Mount Auburn Cemetery in Rirabey 

‘The family holds many Aappy memories ot 
these two special ploncers, 











MOTTET, CHARLES EDWARD AND OLINE, 
IkMa, 
Nie 241-45 





Charles Baward Mottet and Otine Irma 
Liengne were married in Orvin, Switzerland and 
In April 1882 sailed for America, Tuey crossed 
‘he ocean on s new ship, i's fost voyage. There 
were three days of Storiny weather at he start 
Something broke on the vessel, and they were 
{aken out oftheir way. Some of the passengers 
ceived brulses and broken bones during the 
Sorm. For five days al of the sailors were busy 
on deck, on the fifth day some cleaned. the 
‘cabins. The ship ran out of drinking water, they 
tried to distil ocean water but I Tasted salty Tt 
{ok 21 days to cross, when they reached New 
York 600 pessengers were landing, sme cary, 

‘Upon arrival they slayed with the Villard 
family, also fram Orvin, in Kansas fortwo years 
Ima did housework and sewing for her board 
and also did washing for nelghbors until they 
Saved enough money'to rent a farm af thelr ov, 
Hopes of ralsing hogs for market ended when six 
sows were klled by lightning, so after two years 
Went west and omesteaded in Scot! County, 
Kansas. after losing three erops to drought, they 
lett for Missourl, ey rented three ditferent 
farms during thelr 17 years in Missourl and aid 
very well 
‘THE LIFE OF THE MOTTET FAMILY As 1 
REMEMBER IT — by Lucy (Mottet) (Moore) 
Gregson, May, 1977 

‘My parents ett Missour! in 195 beeause my 


as 





Dad was fed up with working all day n the heat 
‘and could not sleep nights as they were too ot. 


‘They travelled by tran to Alberta, to me, a 
five year old gl, golng to the rest room on the 
‘raln was really Something out ofthis world at 
{hat time outdoor privies were all people had, 
Thelr fist year was spent at Bentley, alberta, 
where they rented what is now Lord and Lady 
Gordon's farm. Adele and Ada were married £0 
tid not go along. Emma died ot Typhold fever in 
‘aod at the age of 16 All the others came to Alber 
(a, oldest o youngest were: Rosa, Julia, Charles, 
Frank, Eva, Esther, Luey, Geooge ana Wiis 
Wills ied at Bentley atte age of sx months in 
April 1908. Rosa told me T sereamed when his 
Coffin was lowered In the grave and had to be 
taken away. This I do aot femember as an ex 
‘remely high fever a while later Dlanked out my 
‘memory, later George and I were playing and he 
Fellwhié holding aulerinklsmoeth fag suse 
he would die a8 blood ran out of hls mouth and 
down his tront, after a week on liguds he was 
xk" Apparently that Year Dad scouted around 
and found place he nomesteaded on south of 
Wittenberg (now Leedatey. Charles helped bulld 
8 log granary anda log shed for our stock, then 
Wwemoved ini the granary where we lived uti a 
frame Rouse was bull, af this time dulla and 
Charles returned to Missourt where both were 
‘murried soon after. 


After we Mottets arrived there were enough 
‘lds for schoo, that's when the Glmlet school 
was bull. When It was completed 1 started 
School. I'am sure Iwas seven years old by then 
fand Esther and George also’ went to schol, 
Ester had most of her schooling in Bssourl 
1No matter how often Dad dragged {vo fogs to 
‘make a trall for us kids to school ft would soon 
Snow and blow it ful. It remember correety, 
We did not ave senoo part of the winters at frst 
Tere was no high school near so none of us Went 
as the folks didn't have extra money for us 10 
Tent a room elsewhere, infact we did well to 
fenough to eat while clearing land of Bruch for 
fleids, we kids'all had to help with that plus 
chore’ to. 

On January 28, 1908 Albert was born on the 
homesiead south ot Wittenberg. How loved that 
baby, he was such a happy child and grew fast 
He aso took his schooling at Gimet, beginning 
at the age of five, and reealls one day during 
‘oon hour te childeen heard something how! of 
{nthe bush. The older ones decided to investigate 
and all went nto the bush to find the "coyote" Tt 
cept howling and they Rept following Unt they 
heard the School bell ringing. All the bigger Kids 
an forthe schoo leaving Albert behind: Sudden 
Iy the now came again and as hs har raised up 
‘on end, he realized ne was being followed. At that 
‘moment Jeanette Helsdor! appeared, grabod his, 
hand and they both flew back tothe Schock yard 
T'was not class time but the teacher, Russell 
Hall, had also heard the animal, wolf, and 




















wallzing what the children were up toad called 
them back. 

ow the coyotes did how at ight in a circle 
sround our buildings! Poor Spot, ou dog, sat at 
the door and barked all night. They would have 
killed her had she let the house, They were 50 
large as there were many snow shoe rabbits 10 
{eed on. Once they were s0 plentiful we kids 
Kile six rabots one night with elubs, giving us 
00d meat for a few meals 

‘By 1808. the folks had_cows, horses and 
chickens and bad luck 100, They lt two horse 
nd later somecattle which ate wild parsnip also 
many chlekeas were lost to the covates. Mother 
made butter whlch was traded for grecertes In 
Ekle 

Dad's frst ot fleld was otal one could bare 
ly see the horses ears above it when he was eut 
tng t withthe binder 

‘Dad often sald July was the only roonth he 
had never seen any snow flakes so our garden 
was hardy stuff and how it did grow and sue 
400d flavor, rutabagas so sweet and big. Mote 
‘ade moc-apple butter which fooled many. 

“The homestead ‘was 160 acres and later Dad 
bought another 160 east of t whieh was good land 


Gari Et Mocs any 


ROSA born April 8th, 1885, married Arthur 
Wwulits “April Sth, 1813 ‘ana lived on Artburs 
homestead (NW 4.42.35), thoee and one-halt 
mnlles east of Wittenberg until the "mid twen 
tes" when they moved to Washington. They had 
sx children May, ae) and’ Ruby born’ in 

sada; Harold, Frank and Donald bern In 
Everett, Washington where they made thelt 
home, Arthur is gone but Rosa resides ins nut 
sing home in Everett 

FRANK, bom Ociober 29th, 1892, married 
Alice Willis December 24th, 1918. He sold his, 
homestead’ (SE IRdI-3W3) “and moved to 
Youngstown, Alberta. They had three caldren, 
Mildred, Ray and Loya. Frank died of apper 
dlls December Shy 1821. Alle, 84 1s living in 
tne Rimeka Ledge ai Ponoka, Alberta 











EVA, bora November 11th, 1995, married R. 
J. Russell Hall on June 3th, 181 He: was 
‘caching schoo at Geet atthe time. In January 
1820 they moved to Callforata, Lekoy and 
George’ were bora on thelr homestead west of 
Gimlet two and one-half miles (NW 2041-4 WS), 
Aileen and Evelyn in Califo. Eva died May 
‘ath, 193 of « cerebral hemormage and Russel, 
‘led in Ontario in the Late Is 

ESTHER, bom January 13th, 1807, married 
Harley Belt’on June 24th, 198, Thelr ite and 
family are mentioned elsewhere. 

LUCY, bom July 28h, 190, married Claude 
Moore July 2nd, 1817 at Lacombe, Alberta, and 
‘made thelr home on the Jaggard quarter (SE 3 
AL W5) southivest ot Wittenberg for twa years 
before moving to. Oregon. ‘Their greatest 
problem while here was getting water from the 
Spring on the Medicine River for it Was down 
Hil ffom the house, Waen the path was dry it 
wasn’t too bed but when sre or fey it ook ereat 
Shilo get a full pall of water to's destination 
‘son Orville was born to them ne 13h 181 
dnd a daughter Osa was born in the U.S.A 
Claude ed tn July 1957 at Moorehead, Minne 
Lucy remarried and Is widowed. She resides i 
ebannon, Oregon, 

GEORGE, born February Sed, 190, tok his 
schooling st Gime, He Isa bachelor and owns 
Tar east of High River, Alberts 

ALBERT, bora January 25rd, 1908, on the 
homestead south of Wittenberg, took hs school 
Ing’ at Gimiet. He is @ bachelor. and after 
aching several years at Bottrel, Alberta has 
how retired to iror. ils greatest interest being 
Sntiques, ne has a beautifalcolletion of lamps 
and guns 

(Ch Edward Mottet died Augest 12h, 194 after 
a short ines 

‘0. Irma Mottet dled April 25h 
lengthy ness. 


MULLARKY, JOHN AND MARGARET 
Jack Was’ ralsed tn Lancashire, England, 
conning out Ia 1812 to work inthe cotion mils at 
Falls River, Mass, US.A. He made his way west 
working In the mines and later in Calgay, 
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In 1814 he fled on NE 16-414 WS, He usually 
worked on the prairies in summer and humber 
amps in winter, only spending the required ne 
fn the homestead which he was slowly Im 
proving 
He enjoyed company, never turning down a 
chance ofa dinner anda day of visiting. Belng in 
ferested in young. people enjoying. themselves 
‘Tack often took aselgh load of hem to dances, 
‘One night « group {tom Meaieine Valley had 
gone to a dance at Leslieville. At rainight was 
{Ennounced thatthe orchestra would pla an hour 
Jonger than usual as the Medilne Valley folks 
were late arriving. Jack having a. splendid 
barton voice had entertained durng the supper 
1h 38 he began corresponding with Mary 
Kert in ireland, who was @ frend of Mr ad 
‘Mrs. Graydon, recent arrivals fom there. When 
‘hey’ decided fo get married and he had sent her 
the fare but she was unable to come. Her mother 
‘was il and being a nurse was needed there. Her 
‘ister, Margaret, came Instead and they were 
riod that summer. Mary later came 10 
(Canada aad spent some time In the area, 
Margaret was a hard. working” woman, 
"Together they Bult a nev house on the NW 154 
45, whieh he had bought. The house burned 
down one night walle hey were doing chores, 
Later they sold to Omar Jodoln and bought land 
South of Hekeille where they lived unl he died in 
{Si Margaret and Mary ivea in Bekvlle Unt 
they returned to Ireland a year later 

















NUGENT, FRANK AND MINNIE — writen by 
Heene f. Hulbers 

My father, Frank A. Nugent, was bora in But 
flo, Minnesota in 1892 His father med a farm 
‘ea town and Was the sheriff of Buffalo County 
He provided the butlding to house the courthouse 
and first fall, a bulling whieh fs stl n use to 
day. Dad often tod us interesting stories of hs 
ouin, like the time a notorious outlaw, Cole 
Younger, of the Jesse James Gang, was being 
held prisoner ana dad shook hands with hit, 

‘when my father lett school he went to Work, 


1s a cowhand, on a ranch near Cathmere, North 
Dakota, He later fled on a homestead’ in the 
Same district 

"1886 my mother, Mlnnle M. Alister, was 
born in Becher, Ontario (near Wallaceburg), and 
Was ralsed on a farm wth ner fve brothers ang 
‘one sister. She also relates childhood incidents 
‘ually’ about some mischief she had been up fo, 

‘When mom was 16 years ol, she trevelled 
west to Catamere, North Dakota to spend some 
lime on a ranch owned by her aunt and it was 
here she meta tall, dark cowboy who Was frst 
attracted by her long ringlets and love of good 
Horses. My mom and dad were married in Fair 
lew, Montana on May 1, 116. 





‘They llved onthe homestead until Fly of 1918, 
‘when they. shipped, by immigrant car, to 
Eacombe, then transterred thelr belongings fo 
‘Wagon and tralled the livestock to thelr destina 
ion at Giby 

‘Alter elghi years inthis dlsrit they moved to 
4 Hudson's Bay quarter in the Leedale Valley, 
{wo alles south of Leedale on the Medicine 
iver, formerly known asthe Mlddekoop place. 

TT as here where they raised thelr family 8 
place of which we all have many fond memories 
‘We recall both good and bad years onthe arm, 
but the work aa hard times are forgotten when 
Wwe reminisce about pleasant events. ‘Many 
fasting friendships were made during, Those 
years when life progressed at a slower pace. 
Himes When listening to Major Bows, plaving 
‘8'son the ola gramophone or playing cards With 
friends and neighbors was frst rate enteraln 

‘On mall day there was the Family Herala, 
Western Producer and Free Prest Weekly 0 
keep us posted on farm prices and affairs, 
recipes, poems and tition, Reading was done ih 








the evening from pages lighted by a coal ol 
amp, 

"The Medicine River provided us with our own 
switnming hole. 1 Took alte shallow and mu 
ow, bit hon we were kids was as iiting 
SS any swimming pool. Ta the winter f was oUF 
Skating rin, sometimes after much shoveling, 
But the skating parties and wiener roasts Wers 
Int of fan 

‘ue hose was a bit chllyn winter, but there 
was alwavsa supply of good tamarack Wood 
which was hauled from the Aurora area. With 
{he help of Harley Belt, who owned the sawing 
uit, and a crew of neighbors a large wood ple 
Was pat up in preparation for cold Gays ahead, 

‘Winter wan't ame fo fl the Ace house wth 
lage looks ee fob used Inthe sumer for 
Cooling eream and making fe cream. can pe: 
Sonaly vouch that my moms tee cream fea 
mighty tasty treat Cranking the freezer handle 
Arar a tedlous task, and remember walting 
ager for that frst sample from the ladle 

We always looked forward to the periodic 
visits tom the Rawlelgh and Watkins salesmen 
‘who replenished our supply of extracts, spices, 
medicines, ete. and tet fo spend the hig 

Tt took faith, couraue and Ingenulty to carey 
cn nthe 1930's, Conveniences were few but 
‘ately, we never sutered for the essen 





Farmers, It seemed, had @ definite advantage 
with things such as freshly churned butter for 
our home made bread, ‘milk, eggs and 
fegetables from the garden, Salt pork from the 
torine barrel was an old standby, others 
Silutes were prairie chicken, Jackish snared 
Through the fee and even the odd Jack rabbit. 

‘iy parents Dutenered animals and delivered 
meat thom farm to farm in the summer time 
‘This service waa appreciated especially during 
threshing. The hamburger sold for 10¢& pound: 
‘The job of opening gates sometimes felon me, 8 
chore whiet Twas never Too tiled ith 

‘Dad served the community as a sell made 
veterinarian. He had 2 few Insruments and & 
love for animals and was often called upon 10 
help treat a sick cow or floats horses teeth, The 
Standard charge was one dollar, regardless of 
time spent, and when he was paid he hand the 
‘money te Mom and say “here's another sack of 
sugar 

‘Our family havled fuel from Eekville, by 
wagon, to the first gas pump in Leedale, owned 
find operated by my aust and uncie, Loretta and 
Hugh Lindsay. They also had a store and post of 

Dad also hauled lumber to Eekville by team 
and sleigh from the Varty sawmall at Faraway 

Lelie’ first driving’ experience was when 
she decided fo take out MeLaughlin Buick for 8 
Spin. She drove out the lane, ngotiated the fara 
‘without stopping but mowed down Six fence posts 
fn the return frp, 

Loretta enjoyed racing her pony, On one occa 
sion she Tooked back to sce Row the other con. 
{estants were doing, ell oft er horse and ost the 

“Mom was quite a cowgirl herself. One day the 
ireen broke Horse whieh she was riding decided 
{ole down ina slough, The horse won that round, 
but what he lant know wat That his st 
Doraness was no match for mom's determination 
and that she would persevere unl It was clear 
that she was the bots 

‘We'allended the Gimlet public school and 
later Leedale High. Say what'they ike, country 
Schools were okay in my" opinion, The teachers 
Were nice — Hattle Debts, Geneva Clayton, 
Elsie Petersen, Selma Raabls, Thelma Olsen 
nd Isabel Hood to mention a few. They tried 
hard to cope with 30 kids ranging in age trom si 
[oI In Grades 1 to 8 

(Christmas programs and plenies were always 
spect events and the dances ater thece affairs 
Were'a place where young and old were 
Welcome, The school house also doubled ss 
Sunday Sehool and ehuren on Sundays, 

‘About Halloween, ean anyone reading this a 
ticle ‘recall -how ‘Scotty. Houston's horses 
‘mysteriously got Into the pound keeper's corral 
At Stanley Brown's one erlep moonlight night of 
Getober ist? 

Dad had been in the U.S, Marines in the Fist 
World War, and in 194) he enlisted in the 























RCAF. so we lett the farm to lve in Calgary 
Wille dad was in the armed forces, 

(0. L. MeEtroy bought the old farm, and its 
presenily owned by the Leedale Hutterite 
Coions. 

11945, after the war, mom and dad returned 
to the Gilby area where they farmed and raised 
Fegistered appaloosa horses. With them came 
‘Johnnie and Rone Graham, two lovable young 
Tellows who made their Home with us for several 
Years. Ronnle was killed na construction acl 
Gent in Calgary af the age ot 18 years, Jonnie 
lives at the West Coast and comes beck 0 visit 
from time to time, 

“Virginia afectionally known as Bridget won 
te Rocky Stampede Queen Contest in 1857. She 
Fepresented Eekville and was sponsored by the 
Hg Schoo! Student's Caton. 

‘Mom managed the Gilby Store trom 1958 to 
1962, ‘Then In 1983 our parents purchased land 
hear Rocky Mountain House and the following 
Year retired to town where Mother stil Ives. 
Dad passed away in April of 1972. 
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They had five daughters. Vera, the eldest, 
tea at tne age of two years 

Tuell, Mrs, Hazold Lemieux, lives ona farm 
west of Fimbey. They nave six daughters — 
Joyee, Fay, Carel, Wendy, Clady and Gale 

Tretia married Eddy’ Aske. They had two 
sons = Wayne and Garry. (Garry deceased In 
48a). They live on a farm east of Rocky our 
tain House and Loretta Is the Accountant at the 
Hospital 

THeené, Mrs. Ingmar Hulberg lives ona farm 
too. We nave one son Wendell, and twin 
‘auighters Lynda and tytn. Tam health record 
Snalyst at the Rocky Hospital. 

‘Virginia, as Roger Tet lives tn Ottawa 
‘with her family of two daughters and one son — 
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JoAnn, Brenda and Edward. Virginia ts an in 
Steance underwriter 

Mom ‘enjoys her’ 13 grandehlldren, and 15 
great-grandchilaren, Het nobbles bring her 
uch happiness and many of her hand mae ar 
Hcles beautify her comfortable home and the 
homes of her family and friends. She enjoys 
Plants and flowers and takes special pride tn 
Falsing gorgeous roses, 

"The “welcome mat” is still ot atthe Nugent 
home, and mom is alvays pleased when old 
frends comme to call 


OUELETTE, PETE AND LELAM (JOHNSON) 
AND FAMILY 

Peter Ouelette was born in St, Albert Alberta 
on March 1, 1886, the son af Peter George 
Ouelete Coriginally'trom Quebec) and Eugenie 
(a Pierre) Guelette, of St. Alber. 

“The fist year at hs parent's marslage in 1800 
‘and 189 his father was on a "river drive” feom, 
northwest ot Edmonton down to "Walter's say 
‘millon the Edmonton river flats. That year Ne 
‘ade 35,000. Later he worked i his ade of 
arpentey, on some of the frst buildings at St 
‘albert 

Tn 1808 his father lett for the Yukon gold 
fields He soon returned with news that he 
thought he'd found a "strike". Next year, i 1898 
he returned fo Dawson City, where Re contacted 
{uphold fever and died, A priest was sent downto 
‘break the news to Pete's mother. He handed her 
(over her husband's watch and clothes, regret 
fully saying there was no money beoause they 
hhad used ito give him a “good burial". Pete's 
‘mother was left with four small children 

‘When Pete was four years old his mother met 
and married Alphonse Jenette, and they moved 
Tonis home at Hay Lakes, cast of Leaue, Alberta 
Two sets of twine and three oer etildcen were 
bor here, making a family of 1 Of these Pete 
fas stl ving two haltsisters, Allee of Edmon: 
fon and Almena Angel of Beaverlodge; also 
brother Joe Ouelette ot Edmonton. 

‘On October 23,1817 at Ladue, Alberta, Pete 
married. Mss Lelah Johnson of Hay Lakes, 
‘aught of @ ploneer American family. 

Telah’s grandpareats on both sides of her 
family were pioneers of U.S.A. Het mother, 
Amelia ‘Ostenburg was. Yorn and raised in 
Wisconsin, where ner family had lived for 
generations. Lelah's. grandfather. Frederick 
Sstenburg fought in the Boer War- Instead of be 
lng Issued @ name tag, solders were tatoed on 
the arm. Lelah’s father, Orrin Johnson, was born 
{a Miscou, the son of¢ British immigrant fam 
Jy who arrived on the Mayflower. Lelahs grand: 
father Isaac Johnson was a Deacon of thelr 
Presbyterian Chureh. The family farmed. and 
alsed sheep, uatll an eplderte wiped them out, 
‘Aller this misfortune Isaac Johngon drove By 
‘¥agon 0 Johnstown, North Dakota where he and 
his wite and oldest daughter, a sehoot teacher, 
fled’ on three homesteads. The boys worked the 

















Jand while their parents but. a1og home, ft was 
very hard year with no ready cash but the frst 
frop was goed. and'from then on they were 
Drosperous 

‘aac Johnson had six children: Orrin, 
George, Charile, Emily, Hatile, and Nettle 
(Ornin took bis own farm and in 1888 married a 
felghtor girl, Amelia Ostenburg. They moved (© 
Inkster, Norih Dakota. ‘Tey’ had 10 ehilrea, 
{sah and her twin slster Lllah were born In 
Taster on February 1897 

‘in is ner pareats Orrin and Amelia Johnson 
moved to Bow Bells, North Dakota where they 
Nad opened store. it was spring and a measle 
epldemie was ats worst. The doctor thought It 
‘fas cearlet fever and by the lime Mr. Johnson 
{ound another doctor rors a neighboring town all 
the children were l. They buried three of thelr 
Ite gris in one wesk. Lelah's tin sister Lilah 
two years, Besse six Years and Ina seven years. 
Bret Ouelette was only two but cal still 
Femember the doctor coming and saving the ite 
fot her brother Ray when he was nearly gone, TRE 
‘measles also claimed te ite ofa young nelghbor 
Ei who had been helping Mrs, Jomnson. Leah's 
Barents later aquired @ good farm, but Orria 
Eambled by buying wheat options (shares) on 
{he stock market and lost mich money 

"in the fall of 1908 Orrin and Amelia Johnson, 
with thelr family of sis Homer, Ered, Roy. Ad: 
tie, Lelah and Eva, let Bow Bells, ND.” and 
athe to Alberta, Tt the first year they ballt a 
hotel at Hardisty. twas a very bad winter and a 
heater had to be kept going al night to dry the 
Blaster. The hotel was finished in 1907 and they 
held an “Opening Dance" complete with I 
{or license, I was -90 degrees farennelt people 
Same from 0 miles away by open sleigh. Lela 
‘was eight or nine years old and remembers that 
She was allowed ta stay up fo wateh the dancing. 
Her father was an expert Viliaist and he and 
‘fiends played til daylight 

“in Isis Johnsons sold the hotel and moved to 
Wetaskiwin where they opened a store on the 
fast side of tain street Here fhe hildren 
‘Sttended school, Lelah had been in the second 
$eader in N.D. but haa to begin again inthe frst 
reader, In Ud Johnsons moved te Eason, Alber 
{a to open another grocery store. Lelah attended 
‘Aberla ‘Business College in Edmonton and 
Feturaed io keep books for her father. Tae Grand 
‘Trunk Railway went through town and’ Mrs, 
Jonnson had 2 good business. Settlers from 
Grande Prairie, 10 miles ff, came for thelr 
Yearly supplies. They traveled iogetner with one 
fovered sleigh carrying a stove and one team 
fonsisting ofa horse and a cow 80 they were 
Supplied with milk. Grande Pratvie settlers 
Falsed big wheat crops in those days but there 
‘as no railroad and water was af 100 feet with 
no avallable well ariing machinery. When the 
Grand Trunk Rallway left town Mr. Josnson 
flosed bis business. The family moved onto 
Tele homestead at Roseavar while Grrin and son 
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Fred wont seeking a new home in the Hay Lakes 
fares. in 1914 the Johnson Bros, bougat a 
homestead there 

Tn Ih8-a year after Lelan’s marriage to Pete 
Ouelette, ne Joined te Canadian Army. In 1515 
he returned from England and resumed far 
ming. After this the Johnson family moved again 
to taer farm on the S 2841-5 in the Medicine 
Valley: They” aqutred a large farm and also 
Falsd ‘sheep on Section seven, They also owned 
NEDaLaWs 

mh 1808 Lelah and Pete decided to come tothe 
Medicine Valley. Lelah and thelr two baby gis, 
Marjorie, two years, and Florence, an Infant, 
fame by train from Leduc, ete followed by 
‘vagon with thelr housboldedfect, taking three 
weeks, They settled in the Serogay place W 1241 
{Eis near the Medicine River'a short distance 
from the Johnson Bros. Here they raised theit 
family of six-ehlldren: Marjorie, Florence, 
Uswrenee, Chester, Donald aad Eileen. They 
attended the Medicine Valley’ School Tn 1933 
thet nouse bummed fo the ground, Iwekly It was 
hot winter. They all escaped but only managed to 
fave the table, the cream separator, which Pete 
{ore from the lor and the telephone, whieh they 
‘yanked off the wall. Also saved from burning 
Was a ile bive trunk which contained theit 
Family documents. all summer they lived Ina 
frowded bunkhouse but by fall of the same year 
they had bull anew two storey frame Rouse. The 
house had not been finished yet but was cosy aha 
lange enough fora big folly family, 

Pete was a good violin player Raving taught 
himself to play’ ‘213 Year old boy. His fest 
‘olin was & Premium which his sister eequlzed 
Tnrough selling garden seeds. He remembers 
that he broke a 1ot of strings learning but by 15 
‘Years of age he could play quite well All Pet's 
life he has been a popular musician at house pa. 
ties and country dances. Mrs. Oueleti erocheted 
‘Beautiful lace gilts for her family and riends, In 
{bit and 1983 Pete and Lelah moved fo a farm 
Just a'mlle north of thelr home. SE 121-2575, 
(the Jones Place). Eileen, Chesier and Donald 
tinlshed thelr sehooling atthe Glmiet School 

Tn 1863. and. 2804 they bull a lovely new 
‘modern hone. Five years later they sold thelr 
Jama to the Hutterte Brethern of the Leedale 
Colony’ and moved thelr house to Rocky” Moun 
tain House vere they now reside. In October of 
A9TT the children and the community gathered at 
‘he Gimiet Community Genter to honor Pete and 
[Leiah on thet 9th Wedaing Anniversary. There 
followed a real old wedding dance with Local 
‘uslclans and Pete playing his old time file 

‘elas father, Orrin Johnson passed away 
in 1831 and hs mother 10 years later In 194, 
Homer and Roy Johnson sold thelr farm retiring 
in'B.C, Fred Joinsan remained in the Bekvile 
area, He passed away quite suddenly in 1872. 
Roy died in 19, Homer stl lives at Burnaby, 
BAC, near his sster, Mrs. Eva Jewell Adale 





(ates, Burr) passed away tn the 1970's and was 
buried at the Gilby Cemetery. In 19% Pete and 
Lelah fost thelr second son, ‘Chester, quite 
Sddenly when he passed aveay at home at the 
lage of 43 years. He left many frends. 

‘Of thelr remaining five children, Marjorie 





in B.C. She trained asa hait drester 
Florence mairied Rex Payne from Lethbridge, 
‘They live in Calgary and have one son Peter 13 
{years of age. Lawrence married Annette Laurie 
of Menaig They live at High River where 
Lawrence is employed at a gas plant. They 
havefive sons Elleen married Harry Skareteo of 
Leedale. They lve in Calgary and have three 
‘deughtere, Donald is at home with his parents, 

Bete and Lelah are in quite good health and 
‘make welcome their many iriende who drop into 
visit 

"There are at this time sx grandsons and three 
granddaughters, also they are the proud great 
Ereatgrandparents of four children. 





PIM, THEODORE AND HATITE. 

"Ted and Hattie Pimm moved to the Gimlet 
district fo 2 CPR quarter (SE. 1641-405) in 
fhe summer of 1852, 

"To make an extva dollar, Ted cut tamarack 
posts and firewood, He delivered the wood 10 
Rimbey for $2.50 cord, al ricked up. He also put 
hs mules to work and did custom breaking for 
three years. Hls lead mule kept lm on ils toes 
fs he would haul off and Kiek the driver ihe 
wasn't fe frst one united Hattie used toride 
tne of the mules to the neighbors for eggs and on 
Several oceasions the old mule would put his 
head down and off over the fron would go Hattie 
fd the eggs and thea the mule would trot off 
home, leaving Hattle to walk. 

Tn the spring of 1877, Ted and some other men 
helped Mr Willse move the Daniel Lalone house 
from SW. 2514.8 to northwest of Leedale 
The house had been but on a small Knoll sur 
rounded by muskeg. It was large for those days, 
belng 24x39 of lath and plaster construction 
‘twas decided to cut iin half using a cross at 
Saw. Then elght head of mules and elght head of 
horses were used to skid the house he 1 alles oF 
‘roge. It was a slow process as they had to Cut 8 
‘tall as they went aon 

"Ted also purchased the N.W. 17-41-45 
originally homesteadea by Buchanan. He broke 
Sp eres of land here fora total cash cost of 10 
He used ative horse team on a 16" breaking plow 
fit ost him ls fora can of grease to keep the 
‘ucks from squeaking. 

Tee recalled the big fire of 188, which burned 
south and west of ther. Tt/aad been an open 
‘winter with hardly any snow. That particular 
Say Ted had hauled a load of wheat fo Rimbey 
land there was a tercifc high wind. Joe Brown, 
fin uncle of Stanley Brown was cuting wood In 
ihe bush and got caught in the line of fire. Hs 
Wagon was burned up na his horses were singed 
but the fire bumed sround him and went ob 











ed and Hattle sold their land to. Cit 
Staudinger and moved fo Rimbey inthe spring of 
1st, Thele famally of three daughters ive in 
Rimbey, Blackfalds and Calgary, and thelr son 
Art lives in Swan Hills, 

"ed i an avid golfe? and curler according to 
‘the season and spends a ot of time visiting old 
{lends atthe focal auction mart Hate stil Nas 
steady hand for he faney Work that she enjoys 
doing. So they are thoroughly enjoying their 
fetirement fom the farm but they harbour 
many fond memories of the Cimlet area and 
thle ute there, 


STAUDINGER, HELGE AND MARJORIE — by 
Marjorie Staudinger 
Sw. ents, 

Ti was a balmy day in May, 1962, when T 
plcked up the mall a the end ofthe driveway and 
fool t along to the od homestead for Helge to 
read wile he ate the dinner I had packed. He 
llways read the elaslfied ads frst "L wonder 
nat kind of land this would be" he queried, 
Showing me an ad for three quarters of land 
north of Lesilevilie, Examining the ad I on 
fivced, "Its pasture we need. It would surely 
frow grass, ifnothing else." Lite did we dream 
‘hat acquiring this Tand would produce much 
tare thaa grass in the following Yea 
{oduced us fo a whole new communtiy 
wed never even heard of Cimlet before a 
Scarce i miles away. We galned a host ot new 
fiends. Neighbors made us feel at home and 
helped us in so many ways when We were con 
Santy finding ourselves iu need of something we 
fther couldnt or didn't bring with us. They gave 
4s permission fo use the phone oF pick up alk 
leven If they were out, 

Tl seas In May, 1909 when fre swept through. 
1t stared Somewhere southwest of us. We were 
fot neve that Tuesday morning when tot dey 
Wind picked up the smouldering embers of an ol 
brush fire, raced across Stanley Browa’s. and 
Io Ciltfora's“Wallmaki Quarter." Ted Pimm 
phoned us at Marianne to tellus thatthe fire was 
foving fast and our tractors were in danger. No 
tne present had operated diesel motors and they 
ouldnt get them started. Not being familiar 
Writ forest fires, we wondered how a fire could 
bburn on fresh cleared land but we Delieved hs 
Feport and came as fast as Wwe could It hadn't 
been for Dave Lowe coming slong rach Before 
‘we got here, out tractors Would have burned. He 
‘maved them to safety In the alek of time. Then 
ame the long, grueling atternoon ase numberof 
‘men fought the fire along the oad that runs Kt 
‘eamer through Crs fit could’t be stopped 
there, there was no telling Row far west it could 
go. Ti did jump the road Into our southwest 
GGuarter, crossing only the corner, and within & 
{ow hours had burned itself out nearly 20mies 0 
the northwest, We were lucky to have neighbors 
‘who literally knocked themselves out in situa 
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ion where we'd have been quite helpless to even 
| nowt to do. 
“The land was virtually wild when we got I. 

Ony'a small plece nad once been cleared ar had 
kone back to trees, Fire had gone trough a cou 
pie of times Before bit that was also treed over 
gain, For the first years it as a new and ex 
Siting place to roam, throughout the wooded hills 
nd dates, and to plente with family and friends 
from far and neat, 

"Then came tne Dlueberry years. Hate Pimm 
hhad told us that If we got more rain the 

| Biueberries would uterally cover the ground it 
‘vas hard to believe inthe fist years when it was 
Suite dry but when the wet years came we knew 
hat she meant, For several years this trend 
Continued, asked everyone T could to come and 
Dek and we had hordes of friends crawling alt 
ver the place and | picked alll could myself, We 
SU left millions of them for the birds or 
whatever 

Proes, mat take is fol and as Hege 

cleared a little more land each year 

| Blueberry" patches became flelds and pasture. 

| ‘Ten came'years of less raintall again and last 





Iy. more cate to trample what was left. 50 
Dow even we must find blueberries further 
sed 


| We had no thoughts of living here when we 
bought the land but it rasa’ {long afer that we 
‘walked from the Toad Into the trees where our 
Rouse now stands tas 80 lovely and expecially 
the bireh were beauiful. As I stood transixe 
Helge asked, “are you thinking the same thing 
tat Tam?" and { answered, "That ths would be 
‘2 beautiful place fo bulls home" Fist we bullt 
the ite cottage whien was much more comfy 
than the granary Helge had batched In for 
‘Several summers whenever he came out here to 
work. {aida have much time to spend here but 
njoved afew days off and on, Iwas the summer 
fo 1868 when we started buldlng our Rouse and 
We moved into it in January, 191, 
‘We turned the home place at Marianne over 
to tiree unmarried sons. That first summer theit 














‘youngest sster kept house for them but after her 
Iarrlage in Novernber, they were on thelr on. 
‘Mom and Dad had “own the coop.” Richard 
has since married, Russell and Rlarvey stil 
bach 

"M1967 Cf bought the N.W. 1841-45 from Ike 
and'"Don Wallmaki Ia 1873 he bought Ted 
Pimm’s place, the 8.5. of 18 and N.W. of 7. At 
the lime, Ne’ was working In Calgary” with 
Metchin Now diviotg hs hme between this and 
his brother's at Maranne, he arms hs lan 

As write, It's just elght years since we carne 
hore to live ad it seems our sojourn at Gimiet = 
almost over. Our youngest son George and his 
‘wile Beth with thelr two litle gels, Rebecea and 
Rachel arived in Maren 1977 and whenever we 
can sufficiently ready new home on the old 
homestead west of Svlvan Lake, they wll take 
‘ver the farming here. Our tes with Gilet wil 
omain fast and we aze happy that sore of the 
amily will continue to ive and farm inthe ds 


‘THENHOLML NATHANIEL AND MATHILDA 
iby Hilda enh 

Nathanlel ls of English and Scottish descent. 
His father and mother first_eame to Prince 
Edward Island, lived therefor anumber of years 
and then moved to Watertown, South Dakota, 

‘Nate, as hs friends away called him and his 
twin sister Mabel were born there. When the 
twins: were ready to start school '@ married 
brother was moving fo Canada, and since their 
mother had recently died, the family moved with 
hon 

‘With geveral wagons Joined in a wagon train 
they et South Dakota late in 1907 and arrived in 
(Carstalrs In 1808, The wins started sebool there 
Tater Nate went (olive with his sister Mae and 
usband. ‘They ved on a homestead at Su 
nvslope. He went To school t Burnside Sctool 

During the First World War Mae and her hus 
band moved fo Vietoia where there was work 
the shlp yards ullding the ships used in the wa. 
Nate, fog, worked n te ship yards unt after the 
War’ ‘The family then moved to Omak, 
Washington where he worked making boxes for 
packing fralt during the day and cleaned the 
umes in the orchard at night. He decided to 
Feturn {0 Sunnyslope and landed in Didsbury 
Whlen was as far‘as he could go by train. The 
Hotel was full and he was not allowed to sit in the 
Tobby all aight s0 he decided to walk. since the 
walk was 20 miles he thought he'd spend he the 
Tearing to smoke, He bought humselt a pipe and 
some tobaceo and set out. A Tew miles out he 
‘Deearme till it was atin for him to continue 
the Journey. This cured him of smoking forthe 
est of his lite 

‘When he arrived he found his brother and 
fally about to move to Spricefied in Northern 
‘Alberta as homesteads were available and his 
Sons were old enough to have a homestead, Nate 








Joined them taking out @ homestead and they all, 
‘Worked together 

‘was born and raised in Manitoba_and 
‘Saskatenewan, When Nate was on avis to see 8 
friend in Saskatenowan, we met and in 1936 were 
married, We mere married in Warspite and hag 
‘our wedaing dance in Sprucettel. 

‘We lived on rented farm until the birth of 
four first daughter va, when We bought 2 
‘Quarter of land near Edmonton, It was falrly ex 
pensive land for that time and what with saves 
435 cent per bushel grain and being halled out 
‘was difiett fo meet the payments and we were 
Toreed to sell it again. We then moved to Nan 
nyberries. There was 4 policy by which we could 
rem government land for three cents per sere, 
‘The country was so dry the grain would only 
{row Tour to six Inches tall After a torrie dust 
Storm and the wind Blowing rolls of tumble weed 
allover it there was nothing let for winter feed, 
Russian thistle was cut for feed and our belts 
‘were pulled In to the last noteh. The following 
{Year we followed the harvest working our Way 
forth Thad to have an operation and Eva was 
Hogplilized with whooping cough. BY the time 
four doctor and’ Rospital bills were ald. our 
‘Summer wages were nearly gone, We got 2 fob 
‘operating a dray'line In Northern Alberta but the 
{oven was so small there wasn't enough business 
to'make a living. After the birth of our second 
Gaughter Lilian, we returned to. Sunnysiope 
Shory attr we arrived Nate became and Ne 
to had to have his appendix removed. Again 
there were’ the doctor bills and hospital tls 
‘Through the years all of our ehlldren as well 25 
‘ourselves had our appendix removed. 

Tn the meaniime We found a place to lve on a 
farm with a widow and her te sons, We could 
help on the farm and keep our cattle there. T 
tnllked four cows and fed out a few yearlings. 
‘When Nate was well enough he took a team and a 
Sleigh and went toa lake 35) males to the north 
DDougata sleigh box ful of sh and sla therm all 
the way" ome. This took until spring. We pooled 
the Toney” we had made and found we had 
‘enough fo make a payment of a farm. 

7a 1996 Nate went to a realestate agent and 
found a quarter at Leedale. This was the N-W.28- 
S1-Wo5 The agent sald this quarter had 8 good 
house and a nice barn, 50 acres braken and the 
Fest In light brush. We had to take his word for 
his, and hope that ‘he was an honest. man 
‘because we didn’t have extra money fo see it 

‘We packed all our possessions in a covered 
wagon, tied the bull tothe wagon and driving the 
Eafe, we started out, When se were in the Wir 
tome area a terible storm came up and our eat 
He became dificult fo manage so we asked a 
farmer by the name of Taylor if we could put ur 
tattle in'a pln, They not only’ tok in our cattle 
but us too and we stayed in thelr house for three 
days. They knew nothing about us an st were 
Wiling Yo take usin and woulda’ take any pay 
Tent for their kindness 














‘Our two girls didn’t seem to mind the tip and 
took the whole thing im thelr stride, running 
‘Dehing, rding’on the wagon or ridlag’on the 
tamest ofthe cows, There was also an element of 
excitement at Nate loved bull fights and 
‘everviime a farmers bull would break trough 
the fence ous would be turned loose aad they 
were alowed to rg unl he could break thet 
Up and tle ours up a0 we could be on our way 
‘When we arrived at the farm we found there 
was no access Toad and the only way to get tot 
‘was through Mr. Nugent's pasture. There was 
less than 30 acres broken, the House was bul ut 
of four hy sit lad one ontop ofthe other and the 
Walls and root were covered with tar paper held 
In place with slabs. The only dry place when It 
Faned as under the kitehentabie Beaune there 
‘as am olleloth on the table. ‘The walls would 
‘Shift every so often and T vould pound them back 
In place witt an axe, The good barn was a straw 
Shed, the Well waa dry and the only geod Thing 
‘was a river running through the farm where we 
Bot water for washing and the cattle. We hauled 
bur house water from Sherman's. Eva had to go 
through two gates and Nugent’s pasture toget"o 
Gimiet Sehool which wae three and one balf 
Inlles away” Nate bul litle ladders atthe gates 
So she could climb on her od horse. We were ony 
itere taree days when the river flooded is banks 
land we sae nice horse floating down the iver 
‘with’ ‘saddle on his back. We never ‘heard 
“anything ofthe rider. What slok feeling Thad 
Snowing the children hada choice of two gates 
‘anda pasture witha bul lao fording 
forget to school 











‘You can well imagine our bitter disappoint 
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iment but there was nothing we could do but 
‘ake the best of it as we had very ile money 
{ha ove hough the winter ul we coud 

We were In need of seed in the spring but 
couldn't afford ft. Mr. ‘Tarrbain, who somed the 
Ecedale store told us that Claude Challand had 
Sed so Nate went fo him, explaining is finan 
lal situation and Claude gave him the seed 
Without even asking him when he could pay for 
It, Nelghbors like this are never forgotten. Other 
neighbors we had on this arm were: Nugent, 
Bas, Witses, Shermans and Tysons. They too 
inled'to help smooth our way: 

‘Our first Teal meeting with the people of 
Cmlet was at good old fashioned pienle. You 
ow the kind, ots ot home cooking, ome made 
Ie crear and prizes forall he clldren whether 
they wor or at. 

‘Our eldest son Glen was born on this farm. 

In 199 we ought the N.W. 2741-48 from 
‘he Canadian Pacitie Railway. Jim Baird had 
lived on it efore, I was closer to school, © good 
road weat by the farm, ie well ras very Bod 
‘andthe house Was quite good for those years; We 
‘were rally pleased with thls farm Nate worked 
In the sawnalls every winter and'T stayed onthe 
{arm taking cate ofthe animals andthe enidren, 

‘During these lonely winters we loved to read 
but there was a real scarelty of books, Uheard 
fat cancelled books could be obtained trom the 
Edmonton public brary for a smell sum of 
money’ s0 1 sent for some. For two dollars L 
Feeelved a large box so I ordered more and 
Ioaned them out o others who, ke myself, ldn't 
hhave too. much entertainment. I joined the 
‘Women's Institute and gol books for them whieh 
were kept in Leedale at Edna Varty's to be 
Toaned out. Later they were kept by Mrs, B. 
Fablnson inthe post sifice.Talsd served on the 
Gimlet school board, also a member of the 
Gilet sewing circle and was president of the 
Leedale Catholic Ladies club fhe time the 
shuren was bull In Leedale. ‘This was ac 
complished bythe labours of many hard 
sroriers 

‘What with Nate working in the mils and me 
on the farm we were able to buy another quarter 
Gt land west ofthe Gimet sehaol. We purchased 
{t from the “Sunset Home” at Baw It had 
belonged to Charile Augustine who died inthis 
Nome. Ted Pimam moved on the farm further 
West and each person along the fence line gave 
‘he rod from each se so a road could be made 
fo thelr calldren could goto the Gimlet School 
‘Tals was not a road allowance 49 the Toad Was 
Dult by the men themseves, 

We later sold this quarter to Bud Casey and 
bought the NIE. 27-1:4.W.3 which was aifectiy 
east of our home quarter and owned by Airs 
Einasay, the postmisiress in Leedale, This 
garter had the river running through it also so 
ept quite few geese. Occasionally an over an 
Jous hunter had goose for dinner. 








Nate loved to trade horses and bought wild 
ones from the Indians at Nordegg for treding 
Horses. When I thnk of some of the horses we've 
Had T wonder who got the Worst deal, he or his 
lclim. At least he always Kept a. good team 
Whleh wore trained for skid horses and worked 
vet him the mail 

During the summer he drove t Rimbey with 
the team tose the pigs. He would come home 
fairy’ late, singing to pass the time and the 
children would wait for he sound of his volce to 
‘un out to meet him, He also had a weakness for 
the lonely of the world and often when he came 
hhome from the mill he would bring some lonely 
Dackelar wo had no where to go and he would 
Stay with us uni Re found some summer work 

‘ur youngest son Allen was born in 3946 and 
went to Gimfet School as id all the children. He 
took is high school at Davia Thompson Schoo 

‘calamity befell our family when Nat ist his 
eye tn a ploughing aceldent ‘and agaln out 
helghbors Came info lend a helping hand and to 
heck onthe family while I stayed in Edmonton 
‘eth him, 

‘We late sold the farm and moved to Vernon, 
Bllsh Columbla. We later took the farm back 
Dut T stayed in B.C. as Glen was in High School 
‘and would have had fo board away from home. 
‘Teturned to the farm after he graduated and we 
Stayed there untl Nate nad-a hunting aceldent 
‘which resulted inthe Toss of part of his fool, We 
then sold the farm and bought a house in imbey 
‘where we stil lve, Many’ of our old neighbors are 
also vetzed in Rimbey' 80 we see many familar 
fees 

‘Ot four children are married. Eva and her 
husband, Gus Makerea have two children and 
live at Biuifton; Lilian and her husband, Gus 
Lebue nave fve children and live at aldersye 
Gen and his wite, Lots, nave two children and 
live in Edmonton; and Allen and hls wit, Terry, 
have to children and live in Italy 


WARNEKE, JOIN AND ESTHER — written by 
Esther Warneke 

John and T (nee Esther Sundby) were 
‘married at Athabaska on July Li, 2941. We have 
{wo children, a son, Lorne, bora at Atabaska on 
November 16, 19; and a daughter, Diane, born 
at Eoxlle, February 27, 1918 

John Was with the R.C.C 
World War I, serving or five and one half years 
‘Three and ope half of those Years were spent 
‘overseas. Daring that time we lived at various 
places ~ Brandon and Winnipeg, Manitoba, and 
Kingston, Ontario. During Jon's absence, Lorne 
and T lived at Medieine Hat, Alta. When John 
Feturned from overseas, afte the war wss Over, 
We moved to Calgary. It was while there Wwe 
‘ected To go farming. After looking at various 
Places, we enose olive at Leedale, nequting the 
‘quarter known as the old Bredshave place Iwas 
Situated one half mille east and tworniies south of 
the Hamlet of Leedale. It was atthe crossroads, 

















land the comer vas soon called “Johan's 
Gormer" for three Johnates lived across rom 
‘one another, all veterans of the war 

‘We arrived there from Calgary In April of 
14, in time for the spring thaw. We soon dls: 
‘covered what the roads were lke. Having ony a 
‘car, = for we hadn't yet bought any farm 
‘machinery or horses, — we couldn't drive out 
‘again for at least two Weeks, All Tour roads were 
impassable. Joho had to hike to the Lecdale 
sore, th pack on hs back, 0 gel groceries 

“There was an old ereamery situated on John 
Pravlais, across ie foad rom us John bought 
Ie"and. fom ‘the salvages, we bullt seve 
fanaries and atpump fous, We sll nave the 
ump house, whieh we moved to our present 
ome site, i the Eekville area near Condor 

‘One of he Worse blizzards that 1 can recall 
jceurred the night before our daughter was born 
IW iett ail the roads blocked from fence post to 
fentee post. With the ald of Dee. Coppock, good 
nelghtors, our horses, Jeep, tractors and tricks, 
4nd an ali day session, we arrived in Eexvile 
iat evening Everything Trned ot ine dente 
the experlences. 

"The curling rink at Leedale was but by the 
community effort, We are proud that John 
assisted in that. We enfoyed many years of cui 
ing there, 











We lived in the old Rouse that was on the 
‘arm, supposedly to have been bull around 199, 
‘un 3938 "hen we built our new home, We als0 
Doug wo more quarters of land, one previously 
wed by ‘Ted Evernden, and the other by 
‘Wilbert Burgoyne. 

‘Lorne and Diane started thelr school years at 
GGimlet, attending there until the schools were 
fonsollaated in 1956, They were then bused to 
Eckville, where they graduated. Lorne went on 
fo the University of Edmonton receiving is 
M.D. degree, and F-R.CP. degree. He now bas 
his practice in Edmonion. Diane has been doing 
accounting. and secretarial work In Edmonton, 
find at the time of writing Is attending Grant 
‘Mackiwan College to become-a socal worker 

"In 10, our neighbors sold ther farms to the 
Hutertes. ‘The following year, after a Tough 





‘ecision, we finally did the same. We greatly en 
foyed our years al Leedate 


\WILTSE, C. LYNN AND HOOPFER FAMILIES 

Tn the Year 1008, C. Lyn Wilse after several 
weeks travel, due to the large influx of tm 
Tnigrants nfo Alberta, ervived by immigrant car 
at Stettler, trom DesMolnes, Towa. From there 
he went southeast of Gadsby where he located 8 
Fomestead, later Hnovn as the Hill Top, the 
Bulldings were located on a Knol 

‘Lynn was followed by his father and mother, 
ccharies Land Anna Wilise and several otter 
{members ofthe Wilts family In 1906 Charles 
‘Wille located a Homestead ane mall south of the 
illTop. He then moved to Stettler where he was 
in the cattle business for several years before 
returning tothe USA. 






Harrison Wille located a homestead in the 
same area, He married. Mabel Bobidoux at 
Halkin, where ne ran a butcher shop. He was 
‘so in’ the caftie business at Halldrk and 
Tetoeiage 

‘in 1908 Lynn Wiltse and Dalsy Hoopfer, 2 
‘aaughter of suotner pioneer family, Albert L 
Sind Alice J. Hooper, were married 

“1810 Lyn Wilise and als brother, Fred, 
\wultse moved east fo the new town of Consort 
Here they engaged inthe fright business, and 
fs bull and operated a large livery stable and 
Stugebaker bugey and wagon agency. ‘Thelt 
freight wagons moved wo lumber yards from 
Casto to Consort along with many other supplies 
for the new town, ‘They also drove many new 
feluders out n thelr bugetes te locate homesteads 
Inthe Consort and Monitor area 

With the advent of the automobile Lynn and 
Fred Sold thelr livery business and put teams to 
Wwork bulldlag the new ralroad Into the area, 
Iter Prea Wiltse who had married Dalsy Wat 
Son acquired the Ford car agency, also'a mer 




















cantle store in Consort, which are still operated 
hy’ sons", Harold and Arthur Wiltse 

Lynn Wise took up a purchase homestead in 
the Monitor area whieh he farmed before selling 
land moving back to the Gadsby aren in 1811 
During the time he farmed inthe Gadsby area he 
Served on the school board, aiso'as'a deputy 
hen. 

“In 1821 Lynn Wiitse moved to the Leedale 
area, vest of Lacombe with six children, Bawin, 
Chaties, Lyle, Marion, Evelyn and Clare. 
“Anoiner’ son, Harrison (Hal), remained in the 
‘Gadsby area with his uncle, Harrison Hal Wise 
laugh at the Big Knife School in school years 
Mirdl and 41-42.'The Lyan Wille family moved 
{o.a farm known as the Balance place, where 
they llved In the orignal log homestead house 
Unt 824. At tat time Lynn moved a two story 
frame house that had been bull by Garnet 
Willse on a half section west of the home site. 
‘This house was moved with horses and wagons, 
Another son, Fred, was born that year 

in 821 Garner Witse who had been farming 
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nthe Gadsby area, moved to the Leedale area 
with hs wife Este Lesinger Wiltse. They moved 
‘nto the West half of the Balance place srhere 
they farmed until he flowing years at tha ime 
they traded farms vith Jack Anket fora place 
north west of Leedale He farmed tis place until 
1905 when he passed away, leaving his wife and 
ive ehldren, uth, Marie, Helen, Loretta and 
Pest 

Sack Anker bought the place north west of 
[Leddale ‘in i821. He. had ‘moved. west from 
Monitor where te had homesteaded. He also 
frove livery teams for Lynn Wiltse when the 
town of Consort was being built 

‘Also In 1821 Jim Anderson’ moved to the 
Leedale area from the Monitor area where he 
had homesteaded. He bought a place inthe sec: 
tion east of the Balance place. Jim brought with 
hm his wife Mina and tree of hs fourehiare 
Florence, Lela and Helen. A fourth daughter, 
Gall, Terainea at Consor! where she married 
Art Rede Lela Anderson taught at the Glimlet 
Schoo! tn igi and 24 school year, 

During the me Lynn Wiltse farmed the 
Balance land he hired an Indian tribe to clear 
land for him. They moved the whole felbe with 
thelr teepee's and horses onto te place and the 
Squavs and children slashed and plied the brash 
Walle the bucks sat in ihe shade and watched. 
Tere were many acres cleared inthis Ws Ii 
those days, Many of these Indians could speak no 
English Tf they heppened to come by at medi 
time they would come in unannounced, sit down 
at the table and walt unl food was set before 
fhem, most of them used thelr fingers for eating, 
they vould then Leave ith no more than a grunt 
In the fall of the year they received a large seer 
as part of thelr pay. Tey toak the ster down to 
the river bank where a large band of neighboring. 
Indians nea gathered. They then stoned the tect 
{o death and cooked It. They feasted all nght un 
tH ll the meat was gone 

tn 1895 Lynn Wiltse moved his family to the 
Garner Wile farm northwest of Leeda. In he 
fall of 1826 Lynn Wiltse, Charles Wiltee, ‘Ted 
‘Pim, Dewey Simmons and Tom Simmons went 
‘bunting west of Leedale and returned with four 
‘moose, They were brought in whole with the Mie 
fn and in the cold weather were frozen slid 
{Umm mavea his moose into the house beside the 
al tight heater where I ay for several days, be 
ing turned occasionally, before Tt thawed out 
enough To skin and cut up, 

Tn the spring of 1827 Lynn Wiltse moved a 
house, 24x36 and one and one halt stores, fom 
six miles southwest of hs place, The house was 
first sawed in two by Charles Wiltse and Grover 
Simpkins, and then loaded on 2 front bob sled 
and timber, one half at a me, A right of Way 
Was Slashed across country, and the stow had 
be tramped by the men aerost a swamp s0 It 
would Ireeze enough fo carry the horses and 
house, There ‘were 12 head of horses and four 
head of mules used fo pull the house Those Rep 











Ing on the moving besides Lynn Wiltse, were 
Edwin Wisse, “ea. Pimm, ‘Dewey. Simmons 
Ghares ‘Wiltse and Grover ‘Simpkins. That 
Spring a Dasement was dug and-a foundation 
oured, with gravel dug fom the boom of te 
Sredtcine River, by Horses and sip. The house 
was moved onto the new foundation that 
Tummer. One of the features ofthe new house 
Sras running water, The house was so positioned 
‘nth the wel below one corner ofthe Kitchen, 
le efor, tha ai youad ogo wa he 
{ea kettle froma pitchet pump and ran set 1108 
the kitchen stove. No more running outside (3 80 
Siow weather fo Shaw the pump fo get 9 ink 
yum also started construction on & large log 
bent this time, White inthe Leedale area Lymn 
Wiltse served’ on the school board as well as 
ering on the Munieipal Come es = cou 
ciiman 

Tn 122s Lyan Wiltse traded for a farm. in 
‘oregon, USAwith a i, Polya and moved fo 
late al ths ending yearscf ploneringin 

"Albert Land Alice J. Hoopfer and chidre 
\willam, Daisy, Manion and Dewey. moved 10 
the Gadsby area trom Bismark, Worth Dakota in 
{Shs albert and Willa (Bil) Hooper took Up 
fajoining homesteags in the area southeast of 
Gatsby 











In 1911 William Hoopfer took up a purchase 
somestead south of Monitor. In 1921 Bi married 
Florence Lelster. He farmed inthe Monitor ds 
trlet unt 157 when he moved his wife and three 
children, Jean, Doreen and Hallie t0 a farm he 
purehased west of Red Deer 

Marion Hoopfer married oss Curie in 1817. 
‘rpey farmed in the Gadsby area untl 1921 when 
‘hey’ moved to a farm at Monitor. In 1998 the 
(Carrie's moved foa farm af Red Deer. They nad 





seven chien, Jack, Bob, Alice, Ross, Lorne, 
Gienn Sina Francis 

Dewey Hoople took over Willam and Albert 
Hoopfers homesteads at Gadsby. In 1821 Deveey 
Hoopter married Jesse Bilis, In 1925 and 1935 
Dewey farmed tn the Leedale area with hs 
father, Albert Hoopfer. He then went back fo the 
Gadsby farm, Dewey and Jesse Hoopfer had sk 
children, Wiliam, Laurle, Alle, Verna, Jim and 

Th 1921 Albert and Alice Hoopter moved to 8 
farm three miles south enst of Leedale where 
‘hey farmed until 1900, when they moved back to 
Gadsby. 











WITHERS, HARRY AND JE: 
aura Withers Chappell 

‘My father, Harry Withers came to Alberta 
trom Nova Scots in 1905 with his parents, 10 
brothers, Willam and Charile, and two sisters, 
Nelie (Hueppelsheuser) and Nora (Lange) 

My grandfather Ephraim Withers 
homesteaded the SW 2414.0, This was also the 
first Medicine Valley Post Otfice and my father 
hauled the mall from Lacombe briee a week 

My ancle Willams homesteaded fhe SE? and 
Uncle Charle the NE aL-4.5, 

‘My father Harry homestended the SE 9-414 
\W5. Tals land nov belongs to Charlle Dyriand, 
Harriet Stears and Mark Smale 

‘My mother came to. Wittenberg (Leedale) 
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Tacobs 
trom Hamilton, Ontario. She had one brother 
Gordon and a sister Myrile. They bought the 
sedate Store and post office. A few years later 
they sold out and moved to Gilby. where they 
Doug the store and post ofits, 

My parents Harry and Jenny (Jacobs) 
withers were married in 1917. They raised four 
ehildren: Laura Allee (Chappell) of Eekville, 
rte Glenville (Sweet) of Aeme, Lorne CLE 
fora of North Surrey, B.C. and Eive Jean of 
Didsbury, Alberta 


xY — written by 
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Hespero, Condor, Shady Lane 





ALBERTA — by Louls De 
‘bert 

ye travelled all over the country 
‘And searcely owned more than my coat. 
For years Tve worked in the timber 

But Stilt was always broke, 

Proceeding that hundreds grow poor 
Eimade up my mind to try farming, 

The only proceeds that are sure 

So packing my’ trinkets Together, 

Hi gave me quite thr 

{voarded train for Alberta 

Fora town that’ called Bev 
‘Arriving flat broke in midwinter 

‘The ground was all covered with snow, 
And Itt'm not badly mistaken, ft 

‘ust have been forty’ below. 

As looked on my’ prospects so gleaming 
‘The teats trekled down o'er my face 
‘And I felt that all of my travels 

Had brought me to the Jumping off place. 
Thought a quarter section of prairie 
‘And {settled down to hard tol 

or years T worked and T labored 

‘Wits the rocks and the tough praiie sol 
‘And I tried fo get out of the country 

But poverty forced me te stay, 

UntP became an old setter 

‘Then nothing could drive me away. 

And since Tam used to the elimate 

‘sp those cold winds that blow 

‘Torind a place more happy 

Ton't know where I would ge. 

‘And if you should long for exeltement 
‘The wild world to explore 

You can get a tree passage to Europe 
‘That's where the great cannons Jo Foar 
We have the Jap and the Dago 

Iso the Russian Bear 

‘And Ifyou don’t like thetr company 

You can go see old Nasser. 








ALBERTA’S LAND 

1 remember when they broke these 
ares broad and bare 

Seagulls Soaring bend the plough 


enaere, Condor, 


or 


™ 





ay’ they sowed the sky was 
sunny aad bright 
‘The frst green Blades turned 
foward the light 
1 remember the many stooks upon 
iberta's history. 
‘when the threshers Game to thresh 
‘he ripened grain 
‘Farmers returned to the tlds 
all work complete 
Alberta Is the land of forests 
‘minerals and witest 
1 remember ploneers, built roads 
bridges, alrports and factories 
loneers made Alberta what 
itis today. 
‘Through change and adversity shaped 
tS destiny 
‘Alberta’ pits i the land 
ssunned and Watered by an unseen Hand. 
Written by R.A, Jennings in 3955 


ANDERSON, ANTON OSCAR 

‘Anton Anderson was born at Woodville, 
wiseonsin, U.S.A. on November 6,185, He came 
{0 Canada with his parents, one brother and 
three sisters n he spring of 1910, and settled on 
2 farm In the Millet alstriet. He married the 
former Ethel Blze in 1905, 

Ethel Blize was born at Dix, Washington, 
U.S.A on December 27, 1902, and came to 
Canada in July, 1906 with her pareats and 
younger brother, also settling in te Millet dis 

“After thelr marriage they farmed the Ander. 
son home place following the retirement of his 
Parents. During the following years, five 
hildcen were born to ther, 

In 1846, they purchased the Reino Sippila 
farm, NE 1448405, three miles” south of 
espero, and moved there in April ofthat Year, 
{In 955 they purchased the adjacent SE 14-384 
Wo rom Pat Hoven 

‘Anton was a friendly, kindly man and wa 
frtend to al his neighbors. Helovea te outdoors, 
hunting’ and fshing, and kept bees for atime 
Ethel tas a member of the Hespero Community 
(Cb, and the Diamond Valey Mission. Tragedy 














oceurred In the family in July, 1981, when Anton 
Passed away after being trampled by a bull ot 
the farm, thet now makes her home in Sylvan 
Uke 

Hazel, thelr first chil, was born on February 
‘2, 1986, She married Wiilam Cordon, and they 
Ive at Eekville, bath was born on September 
ayt, and matried Arthur Tuomas. They live i 
the Hespero district. Jean, born Novernber 18, 
its, marzied Raymond McGrady, and ves 
BBrodks. Clarence was born on June 21,1991, He 
married the former Plorence Campbell, and 
lives at Sylvan Lake. Owen (Bud) was bor Oc: 
{ober 2, 1892, He marvied the former Eva Hope 
land lives at Kamloops, 8.0. 


ELI ANDERSON FAMILY — by Magda Ander- 
Tell Anderson came to Red Deer trom low, 
U.S.A. i 1006, He worked in the sawmill and 


‘quarry While sizing up homesteads. After looking 
{land ncar Wainwright ana Locheara, ne chose 
the northeast quarter of section 975-2, whieh 
{s'six and oneal miles west of Eokvile Mrs 
‘Anderson and the four children, Lena, Arehte, 
‘Arla and Norman eame In October, 1907. They 
Spent te year 908 In Red Deer and moved out to 











the homestead in 1909, Mr. Anderson frelghted 
Supplies out from Red Decr before tne Alberta 
Central Rahway was but in 1912. Members of 
the Anderson family got thelr mail at Leslieville, 
Pitcox, espero, Condor, ‘Withrow and now 
ural Route out of Bxkviile, and we've resided 
tthe same location all ths time 

Mrs. Anderson's parents, "Mr. and Mes, 
George’ Rasmus, nomesteaded the SW3 — and 
her brother the NE quarter of section 8. Her 
sister married George Jayes, who had 
homesteaded the SE. of section 8 

Tena Anderson married Jacob Odland and 
rede the Binge area, te enldren were 

ence, Luke, Nelle, Beulah and ‘Eunle 

isn Gand ed inn, ana by 101 te nee 
fldest children have passed away. unlee (rs 
Wiliam Gardner) ves inthe Rimbey area 
‘Their children are Wilma, Helen end Thomas) 
Beulah (airs. Charles’ Phillips) lives. In 
Drumheller. She and her husband nave nine 
ehitaren 

[Archie remained a backelor and farmed the 
hhome place until he passed away tn 1874. Arla 
Anderson married George Lee and lives 
Southeast of Evarts. Thelr eildren are Charles, 
Nita ana Gere 

‘Norman Anderson married Magda Wold and 
farmed near the home place. Thelt children are 
Glenda (Mrs. Robert Wacher), who bas three 
shllaren, Cathy, Steven and Vicki; Norman Jr 
who passed away in Infancy: and Marjorie (rs 
Vern Harbourne), who has two sons, Kevin and 
‘Shane. Norman passed away ia January, 197%, 
Eli Anderson farmed a section of land with good 
Dulldings, atthe me of nis death in 1838 He was 
E member of the Shady Lane Seheol Board for 
many years, Mrs, Anderson was very hard of 
hearing and read everything for amusement 
‘She was an excellent cook ~ her homemade 
‘bread was a specialty. She passed away in 189 
Tn less than two years, we lost three Andersons 
ftom our corner 








ARNOLD, CHARLIE 

My father, sister and T came out trom 
\waltshive, England in 2913. My mother was Un 
able to immigrate as she had TB and remained 
behind in'a sanatorium for treatment. My” ss 
ter, Wine, stayed at Put Mount with relatives 
4nd Dad and T came out to Leslieville, I stayed 
‘vith my cousins, Harry Arnold. Dad went of 10 
British Columbia, 1 worked for my cousins and 
Stayed on their farm for one and'a half years. T 
then stent owt to Huxley fo work at various Jobs 
for about two years, 

Later, came back to Leslieville as Dad had 
come back to Alberta and bought a farm, Dad 
‘ind’ farmed together for_about three years 








then, {decided to work out again werking 
round Rocky Mountain House in mis hauling 
Togs. 


‘Then in 302, I ved tn Condor, working at 
various Jabs, mills, and’ threshing. T always 





















worked on threshing outfits and aia so for about 
Sayears. Last treating I helped with asin 195 
{or Cit Morrison 

‘Tn 1933, Condor was very small, just a few 
families lived there Clarence Fite, the East 
mans, Scott Hastie were some of ther. Later, 
there were Wardens, Mecres, Clement, 

“n2831, 1 took lease on the quarter NE 3538 
53 and bulla small house where Leentinued to 
farm and work out bt. recall the times when 
you would get stuck on No, 11 Highway with a 
wagon and four horses hauling hay trom the Bill 
Culekshank place. T worked on the road from, 
Tesllevile to Highway 1 In 190, 

‘Local young people, Martin Reset2, Norman 
Eastman, Earl Doyle, Millers, Maxsells, and 
sihers weuld go by team and sleigh to dances, 
‘The musle was supplied by local talent. Lunch 
supplied by Tadtes. 

'We'teld card parties in local homes. Some 
were John Simons, ices, Bartons, Blas, 
Mitchells, Hewitt, inese were held during the 
Winter. alsa dances In the homes which often 
Tasted unt daylight 

"The vung people visited a local moonshiner 
to plek up thelr supply To adda litle eheer 10 
‘hele evening 

‘MY mother passed away in England in 198 
My'father pasted avtay in July, 1947 in Cran 
brook, B.C 

T sill Feside on the NE 35-385:W5. 





AVERY, ALBERT 

‘Albert Pdward (Bert) Avery, born March 17, 
1867, at North Nibley, Gloucestershire, England, 
came to Ontarto in 10 and fo the Condor aistriet 
in T0i0, He homesteaded bn the Nocthup area, 
During Warid War , he enlisted inthe atmy" tn 
the sith Battalion’ and served overseas In 
England’ and France. Wile in ngland,_ he 
married Eleanor’ (Nelle) Bullock and. then 
Teturned tos farm at Condor. Iwas two years 
before Neliie was able to Join him here. Their 
Son, David, was born in 1821. Bert's brother, 
Walter, lived and worked with them at that time! 











‘Bert was a member ofthe Red Deer Salvation 
Army, a school board triste for If years, the 
eturning offer for the M.D. of Raven for 20, 
ears and was one of the fist trustees for the 
Eckl hospital 

‘Tragedy struck the Avery home, when Nellie 
died in 1822 and Davia died In 1950, The Ute 
‘Avery og eabin stil stands to this day and can be 
Seon from the Stautfer road 

Bert (known to many’as Uncle Bert) moved to 
‘Condor a8 post master from 1988 fo 1963 He was 
wellknown throughout ihe district as clerk for 
{ive Stautter's auction sles. He served inthe 
Second World War inthe Reserve Army. He had 
Briife membership in the B.P.0, Bik. At most 
Christmas concerts Inthe district schodls, Uncle 
‘Bert was a familiar figure dressed in red with a 
‘walle Beard. He Wasa friend to all and many 
parties were held in the back of the post office, 
‘Aller retiring from the post atic, Bert lived 
with hls "adopted daughter" ary and her his 
band, Tom Raabis,n Red Deer. Helater resided 
In the Red Deer Nursing Home and spent his 
remaining years there ~ an encouragement and 
inspiration to al. 


BICE, HARRY VEALE 185.1962 

‘Marry was born ia Cornwall, England and 
‘game fo Canada as a young adult: When the war 
broke out 1814 he joined the army-and spent 
four years In England and Europe. After ai 
charge at the end of the war, ne returned f0 
Canada and took up farming in the Condor ais. 
felt, SW 304.05, 

1 Maren 192 he married Annie Rutherford 
‘They had four ehlldren, two boys and two girs 
Francis contracted rheumatie fever and passe 
away In 857 at the age ot 11 years. Victor only 
lived few days after bith in 02 ie two girls 
bolt live tn Salmon Arm, B.C. Jean married 
Geraid Layden of Lacombe in i988 They have 
four enlldren, Garnett, Larry, Donna, and 
Dianne. June married Joe Buresh of Evergreen 
‘istrlet in 194, They have taree eniléren, Shan: 
son, Beverly and Gordon 

“Annie Bice Is Well and enjoys life in Rutland, 





B.C. where they moved In 1953, Harry passed 
‘vay in March 1962 in Vancouver’s Shaughnessy 
Hospital He was a good farmer, always enjoyed 
‘working on the land ana sith hig animals. When 
hhe was'so ll he sald "ICT can't work, 1 really 
‘don"t want fo live.” 


BIRCE, ALLAN AND PEARL 

‘Peal and Allan Birce ame west trom Essex 
‘county, Ontario about 1008, The stlled frst in 
Southern alberta near Reta Atte several ex 
tremely dry years on thelr bomestead there, 
they decidea fo move to Condor, The move took 
Place. in early" November, 1883, Mr. Biree 
Brought the eattc, horses and machinery to Con 
dor by C.P.R ats. tree and the sx ehildren — 
‘Edna, Ethel, Mildreg, Verna, Jean and Walter — 
fame by train later. The traln trp north took 
fines days, with nights spent at Blackie and 
Calgary, sic” Biece bought the SE 2038-4. 
‘The land was purchased from Fred Nachtmann 
find now became the home of the Birces. The 
family couldnt move into the house unt spring 
‘So-spent the winter with Sir Biree’s mother and 
brother, Bil: Early ia the spring the Birce fam 
Ty moved inte the log house on the farm. Mr. 
Nachtmann hed bull litle shack on the farm 
for nimeele. 

"Tne farm was nearly all bush so the family 
started clearing land In the spring. few acres 
were cleared and broke each Year. The clearing 
Was dope by axe, with horses used to skid the 
tees off the land, The first machine clearing was 
done by Ba Skoedopole with a D Seat The trees 
Whlen were eleared from tte land were used for 
{frewood, Oace the and was cleared, tad tobe 
broke with horses and a breaking plow. Later on, 
machines were hired to break the land too. The 
‘Brewood In the early days was cut with a cross 
‘cut save. The Birce family cut Togs to provide 
{umber for a barn and later 4 house. The Blacks 
had portable mil and came tothe Biree farm 
(during the winter and following spring tomill the 
fogs into umber 

"ime Biree family soon became engaged in 
mixed farming on thelr farm. They grew gralt 
4 well as milked cows, raised. chickens, pias 
land. of course, horses, Mr. Birce and the gis 
‘walked many miles picking wild frult suck as 
Strawberries, ‘raspbervies, “seskatoons and 
Blueberries: Most of the other neighborhood folk 
false took advantage of nature's harvest to addt0, 
the larder 

"The children attended school at Daisy Nook 
ach aay the children had to walk two and a half 
mallee each way to school. Ther frst teacher was 
Mise Betty” Baldwin. Grades one to 12 were 
{aught in’ the one ‘room school. The school 
Students and thelr famiiles took turns doing the 
Janitor work for one month periods. "The janitor 
‘work included starting the fire each day. hauling 
the firewood and water, sweeping te Foor and, 
‘once & month, serubbing. The salary for allthis 
‘work was $3 a month The Janitor had to g0 (0, 














school early enough to start the fires and thaw 
Sut everything inthe winter time, Since there 
sras'no coal fobank the fre at lah i fook quite 
{Twatle to-get the school warm in the morning. 
iiater teachers. at Daisy Nook Ineuded. Mr. 
Tokster, Mr Clarke and Mr Hilde Anderson 
“The highlight ofeach school year Was he anual 
Ghristnas concer. Every student Toot pat in 
the concert, which ended witha visi from Santa 
Glaus and candy bags for everyone. The concert 
provided «grand oppertanify fo catch up on 
Fisting withthe melghbors. In the suramer, the 
School students enjoyed ball games, As well, the 
fitls spent many sunny noot hours playing pen 
tite Sktping and plaving hopscotch In he 
‘inter, teloe rink provided hour of enjoyment. 

"The ree family enjoyed the frendatip of 
tnelr cary neignbors Some of these were the 
Boucinostis, Rrests, Martin ‘Resetz and Nis 
other, Barfeskos and many others. On Sunday 
Siternoons, Ir was a-common sight fo see thelr 
‘Jard Tull of young’ people playing wemes, es 
eclally ball games. 

“te wary farm famiies in the Condor strict 
nad to be very seitauicient. They had lg ar 
dion their vem farmeqown meat Talk an 
ges. They plexed wild fruit for Jam and 
Deserves Ty had homegrouna flr or bread 
End porrage, Groceries were bought from the 
Store in Condor, Mr: Clement was one ofthe ea 
Ie’ store keepers. Sail eame into Condor three 
Times a week by tain, Cate were driven tthe 
Tallway station Pige were hauled to town By 
‘wagon or sleigh, Alt the children have ford 
Theimoris of Bert Avery Uncle Ber) who Was 
Ean postmaster fa Condor. He mas post 

“fe roads in he Condor area were terrible in 
the spring during break up. Since there Was no 
travel onthe roads, each spring the roads soon 
Eecame a sea of mu. The snow was not plowed 
from the roads during the winter, whieh made 
the problem worse each spring when the stow 
Ineited. nthe spring of ENO, when the roads 
rere at thelr worst, Ethel Bree took very i 
Gaecof tne fully members walked hice and 3 
fail miles to the nearest phone so that the doctor 
At Eciille could be phoned. However, the doctor 
estate fo come fo the farm asthe Foads were 
Certainly near impassibie. After phoning Docior 
Greenaway at Rocky Mountain House however, 
the family received good news, He would come! 
Miraculousy, te doctor arrived a the farm by 
ar. Eel was Yaken to the hospital at Rocky 
Mountain House. She had pneumonia ang, since 
there was no drugs or antibiotics, she passed 
aay atthe age of 29 years 

The years went by and the gos tet home for 
various obs, Walter continued to fren with his 
{na Mir Bice took sek a few years later and 
‘assed svay in May 151 A few years ater, Mrs 
Birce and Walter let the farm, first going to. 
fernyjo and later to Calgary. rs, Bltee passed 
way in 2908, folowing # lengthy lines. 














‘The following Is a history of the six Birce 
cde: Ethel died in 1940; Edna married i 
Brodie and. ives In Ponoka ‘They have (wo 
daughters, Janice (hrs. Stewart) who lives In 
(Calgary ard has two eldven, Kelth and Marcia 
‘nd Shannon (rs. ‘Tom Foster) who lives. 
Rocky’ Mountain House and hag one daughter, 
Rabble, Mildred married Bud Taylor. She now 
Ives ai Viking. Mr- Taylor died in 1972. The 
‘Taylors have one son, Pillip who resdes in Ea 
monton with his wile, Rose. Verna marzied 
Ghavile Bradshaw and they live at Condor. They 
have four children; ‘Shirley (rs. ‘Dennis 
Frisky) lives at Rocky Mountain House, Sharon 
Ootrs: Fred Bate) lives at Condor. Ken married 
Fern Biswanger. ‘They have one daughter 
Diane. Ken and family reside at Condor. Lesllé 
lives at Condor and farme with hls dad. Jean Is 
‘married to Tom Campbell and lives in Calgary 
Walter: married Irene Petley and lives. In 
Calgary with thelr four ebildea — Allan, John, 
Robert and Debbi. 

‘ooking back over the years, it becomes evs 
dent thatthe early days were definitely iil, 
but nappy, days. People were certanly friendly 
then and ‘seemed to have more time 10 DE 
neighborly 





BLAIR FAMILY 

‘In 1908 Mr. and Mrs, Allen Blalr Sr. accom: 
panied by some of thelr children and Homer 
Stockivell and family travelled from Guelph, On 
tario to settle in the Condor district. Homer's 
wwte was the former Jenny Bla. 

‘Allen Blar Sr, Took up a homestead on SE 3 
383.05. ls family consisted of children. They 
Were: Dave, Jim, ‘Willam, Bab, Allen Jt 
Tian, Jenny, Anna, Mae, Kete, Eva and Ethel 

Tn 6i0 Allen Bland. came from Guelph, 
‘ontario to join his family In Alberta He was ee 
‘companied by hs wile’ (he former Gertrude 
Dale) and his ehlldren, Mae and Dale. They se. 
Hed om homestead NE 25-3855 where another 
son Earl was barn, A son George was bora in On 
farlo when the familly moved back there for a 
‘hort time. The childzen attended the oa Prairie 
Reose School and later Northup. The frst teacher 
At Northup was a gentleman named Mr Leonard 
skins 

‘Mae Blair was a teacher and married Charles 
Fay from Rocky Mountain House. She taught it 
several schools in Rocky school division. They 
had one daughter, June. ‘Dale Blair married 
Etdna Christie (whoso family als settled in Con 
for area in 1909). They resided in the Condor 
Srea for several years where lr children all 
Bttended school, They had four daughters. and 
tne soa, Joy (married Brian Dunn}, Daleen 
Gnarried Doug Cleaver), Donna (married David 
MacDonald), Ferre (married Dale Spelght) and 
thetr sn was Rocky Dale. Dale was a school bus 
river in Condor distre! for 17 years, and he and 
His wite operated the Condor post sifce for 10 











years, Dale and Eana retired to an acreage near 
Rocky Mountain House 

‘George Bir married Delphine Fiten (from, 
aihambes aistrie), In 1941 George and. Dale 
foined the Calgary Tanks Regiment and served 
overseas. George was captured and held 
Drisoner for four years. On his etura George and 
trite moved to Ladysmith, B.C. where they later 
hd tw children, Gordon and Brenda. George 

in irs 

passed away at an early age trom 





appendicitis, 

Dave Blair married Esther Mast (a former 
school teacher)’and they resided in the Condor 
area for several Years. Dave was a veteran af Ihe 
St Worle War nd known allover the disriet as 
a horse buyer 

‘Wiliam Blair married Mary Lisk (an early 
Condor resident) and they had {wo ‘hildren 
Wallace and. Winnitred. ‘They later moved t0 
Vancouver where Wiliam was a butcher. 

Lilian Blair married Charles Smith and they: 
sesided in the Alhambra disrit, They had one 
daughter, Lilian 

‘Alien Blair, 8. was very well known for his 
stall wilt an axe, and he taught several local 
‘en in the proper use of the axe, 

“Allen Blain Ie. was known for his physcal 
sitgess and a hike to Red Deer in one day was not 
Unused for him. On the return tip ne would be 
laden ‘with supplies and if he needed a rest, 
EByaris was the usual resting stop. 








BONK, MARTIN — Freda Elson 
‘Mavtin and. Susan ‘Bonk immigrated. to 
calgary from Luxemburg In 197 with thelr 
Gaughter, Elizabeth, who was four Years old 
‘Martin was a blacksmith by trade so worked 1 
Calgary, Exshavw, and Golden, 3.C. unt 100 
‘irs Bonk had a hard time ith the language 
so in 813 they gota homestead in he Evergreen, 
‘rea, They lived there a few years, then sold 
{helt place and moved to. farm at Hespero 
‘where thelr daughter went to the Shady Lane 














Schoo, in 1914 they moved to Leslieville where 
‘Martin nad a blacksmith shop. The tarmers from 
all around ‘brought thelr horses. to be. shod, 
Elizabeth went to Calgary and stayed with he? 
aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs: Edward Dams, and 
Continued her sehooing, 

“Then, on July’, 1819, she marvied Oscar 
Oastrom of Hespero, and they" lived on his 
homestead, ‘The ‘Bonks sold thelr blacksmith 
shop in Lesieville, and bought one in Hespero £0 
moved there and resummed blacksmithing for a 
Year. In 1805, they had an ation sale and Sold 
thet property and moved to Calgazy where they 
Doug a rooming house. They resided there unt 
Mr, Bonk passed away on Nov. 6, 1988, atthe age 
of & ears. srs. Bonk sold the big house. and 
lived in small home until her passing in Sept 
45, i864, age Bf years. They both are buried int, 
Mary's Cemetery, Calgary, alberta, 





BRADSHAW, ALFRED AND RERECCA 

‘Mt. and hirs. Alfred Dradshav emigrated 
from Liverpool, England, fo Canada in March of 
1H. After landing in Halifax, they travelled by 
train fo Edmonton. Ia Apel of 117, they went 0 
Bassano, Alberia. Mev and Mrs. Bragshavr 
Drought with them thelr three chien Aled 
aged Tout, Perey aged two snd Eihel aged it 
‘Months. Florence was born in March 1d, fn 
4813, the family moved tos Homestead near Par 
dora, While at the homestead, two sone were 
born, Charies tn 196 and Bl in Isis. The 
Bradshaws lived inthis area unl the dust bow! 
cf the 180s, In 187, they decided fo tell thelr 
farm and moved to the Condor ates. Mr. and 
Mis. Bradshaw and thelr sons Charite and Bill 
purchased a farm southof Condor Tis land, the 
ESS WS, was purchase from Mr. Malis 

Since the half section of lana was almost en 
tirely Bushy the fret winter was spent clearing 
the land by hand. Some brush culling was los 
done by Ed skoedopote- The cut trees were often 
Sal to residents of Condor fo use as firewood 
‘The first crops on the new land were oats. As 
well the Bradahaws raised pigs. The whole fami 
i participated inthis venture with Mes, Brad 
Shave taking over as nurse maid whenever a sow 
oul not care for al of ber piglets She Would 
fed the tie pigs with a baby bot, 

Ser Bradshaw and’ sons Used’ Hart Parr 
tractor {0 do thelr farming. They brought this 
{actor wih them from the pale: In the inter, 
any days were spent doing custom grinding of 
train for themelghbors, Wale the men were busy 
Site lan, Mir. Bradshaw was involved in work 
Sround her home and in community work, For 
hang years, she belonge tote Condor Mission 
ete She was never 100 busy fo help anyone 
Aszess. Inher home, the Kettle was always on in 
Teadiness fora cup of tea and friendly chat Mrs. 
Bradshaw always talaed a wonderful garden. AS 
wel, she was very interested inher Hower gar 
{en and her houseplants 

‘When the harvest was completed each fl 





‘he young men of the district would go hunting in 
the west country. This was not Just holiday, but 
an opportunity fo provige meat tor the winter 
‘The men would drive trom Condor to Moose 
Basin with horses and wagons. They would live 
Infents, On one hunting tip, Charlie recalls how 
a lack bear frightened ose of the horses to 
death. Myron Lawrence nad to walk {0 Condor 
for another horse. In 1941, Carle, Bil, Perey, 
‘Altand some frends were hunting antelope neat 
Brooks, While hunting, Bil was aceldentiy shot 
to death. After Bil's death, Perey moved from 
the prairie to farm in the Condor District. 

In 18, Charlle Bradshaw married. Verna 
Birce, They continued to live on the farm, In 
160, Mr. and Mrs, Bradshaw Senior moved ato 
Condor to retire. ir. Bradshaw's health begaa 9 
fall and in December of 198, he passed sway 
‘Mis. Bradshaw continued to ive in Condor until 
{006 when she sold her home and went fo ive 
‘with her daughter, Florence, in Calgary. In 1910, 
‘she moved into Westview Lodge in Rocky’ Moun 
{ain House and ive there unt het death in 1075, 
She was 2 years old atthe lime of her passing 
Until her passing, she continued to enjoy visiting 
her ériends and raising houseplants and 
‘crocheting 

"Early neighbors of the Bradshaws were the 
W. Syrens, the A, B. Lawrences. the 9 
Rasmussens, the J.’ Neuberts, the Lahti, the 
Marcineks, the P. Lagores, tne Hornbys, the J 
Pollands, the J. Jennings, the R. Lindsay, he 
Resetz, the E. Grahams and the A. Pisces, 

When the Bradshaws came to the aitrict, 
the post office was run by MF. Meeres. Late 
Bert Avery ran the post office. Mr Crouch ran 
the bank in Condor. The Clements operated the 
eneral store. Walt Sheppard ran a machine 
‘Shop, Mr. Meyers ran the grain elevator 

The following isa history of Bradshaw 
children and grandchildren 

‘The eldest son, Alfred married Lila Kalght 
and lives In Okotoks. They have no children 

Perey married Evelyn Houghton and they 
live at Condor. Berey passed away in 1973. They 
have four ehlidren. Bud married Edna Lea 
‘and they have fve-chllaren — Theresa, Kath, 
‘ohnny, Gordon ana Raymond. They live at Con 
or. May’ married Bert Mason and they have 
four children — Kelly Anne, Donna, Dwayne and 
Gary. They live in Wetaskiwin. Barbara married 
Rod Crawford, they have one son, Blake, 
Chanote ives in Red Deer 

Ethel married Clayton Galarneau, They ive 
‘in Bassano and have three eblldren, Ronald 
tmarrled Wilma Kuehle ang ive in Gem, They 
have to. bovs, Randal and Rassell. Gordon 
married Eleanor Furnas and they ive in Lae La 
Biche. They have two ehlléren — Norman and 
Tacqueline, Kathleen married Robert Dunn and 
itves n Calgary. Tney have two enldren, Lana 
nd Cody. 

Florence married David Jettrey and they ive 
tn Calgary: They have three eildren, Beth ives 


























ln Lethbridge. Wayne married Jean Gabel and 
they lve in Surrey, B.C. They have (wo sons, 
Scott and Nei, Douglas married Laurie Rumsey 
fan lives in Rutland, B.C. They have three sons 
Mayan, Brett and Shane. 

Caries married Verna Birce. They live at 
Condor, ‘They have four children.” Shirley 
‘married Dennis Frisky and they lve at Rock 
‘Mountain House, Sharon married Fred Blair and 
they’ live. at Condor. Kenneth married. Fern 
Biswanger, they live at Withrow and have one 
‘daughter, Dlane. Lesile lives at Condor. 


‘BRADSHAW, PERCY AND EVELYN — by Bar- 
bara Crawlord 

‘Dad was born in England in 1818 and came to 
‘canada with his parents In 191, His Younger fe 
‘was spent in the Hutton and’ Pandora area In 
Southeastern Alberta which at that time was 
‘ery well setiled with homesteaders on nearly 
every quarter. 

“Aa 8 Young man, dad worked for farmers and 
ranchers inte area, He also partiipated inbox 
dng, trapping, breaking horses and hunting. 

in 982 he married Evelyn Houghton, She was 
bora in 1d In Bassano, Alberta and spent 10 
Years of her early lite moving to different parts 
bt Alberta and Saskatchewan as her father was 8 
falload man. They returned to the Hutton area 
{in 1829 where she met my fatter, 

‘They farmed through the drought years ofthe 
‘avs and dad supplemented. thelr Income by 
‘working out and trapping. In 2804 thelr son Brad 
‘Was bors Tollowed by a daughter May in 1938 

“in isi? after the tragie death ot dad's brother 
Billy, ey moved to Condor where my grand 
parents were farming. They purchased ihe SI 
40-36-48 from my grandparents. For 10 years 
iney' lived in a log house. Times were hard at 
fist but they made ends mect by milking cows. 
Extra income was made by selling Toads of cord 
‘ood, Work was hard Dut there Were good times 
3s" well: ball_games, plentes, visiting with 
helghbors, card partes snd berry pleking. Ua 
‘doubted dad wil be remembered for is square 
dance caling, auctioning ples and boxes at the 
Sociale and is recitations, 

“A third. child Barbara, was bora in 3851 
fotlowed by a sister Charoite in 1954. 

During the easly 50s dad worked on ol rigs 
throughout Alberta. In the later 50's he started 
Arving setool bus and continued todo Sound his 
death in 873 

‘My moter still continues fo make her home 
on the original farm quarter. She keeps Very 
Busy eth her gardening’ and outside work and 
enjoys traveling 

‘Bud worked as an ollf}eld welder for 10 years 
before taking up farming on the SE. 1938.4 
He married Edna Leahy and they have five 
cuildren ~ Theresa, Kathy, Joon, Gordon and 











tered nurse, She completed her 
‘alning at the Holy Cross Hospital in Calgary, 


os 


‘She martied Bert Mason and they are presently 
living in Wetaskiwin. Taey nave four children — 
Kelly, Donna, Dwayne and Gary 

‘Barbara worked as a secretary and dental 
assistant, She married Rod Crawford and they 
presently ive at Condor. They have one son — 
Blake 

Charlottie attended Olds Agricultural 
College, enrolied in. business course. She Is 
preseniy residing and working in Rea Deer. 


CHILD oF THE THIRTIES 
‘Calld'of the thirties 
flard work and play 
Cat that wood. 
For # winter day 
Haul that water 
From a nelghbors well, 
‘A’stoneboat and harse 
And we kids a8 well 
Siton the Plough 
By your father's side 
ou falthtul horses 
Give you a ride 
‘Run inthe furrow 
Bare foot and free 
(Cool black earth 
‘Sad a mouse or thre. 
‘Walia the grain 
So very tall 
Stim inthe river 
Ro clothes a al 
Down to the creck 
Inthe spring time flood 
Set sail your cargo 

ih your Teet in the mud 
Cala of the thirties 
Happy and tree 
Tan hardly belleve 
really was me 

‘Shirley (Warden) Reaman 








‘My husband i 
ing sotly 
As It remembering other days 
As the flame surged ino ie 
{was totally unprepared 
For the sudden wave of nostalgia 
‘That swept away my adulthood 
Leaving me vulnerable to a memory 
‘A praitie shack 
‘Warn linoleum 
An ald cook stove 
‘hn al tight heater 
‘eost-of lamp 
And a gentle mother to light our childhood. 
Shirley (Warden) Reaman 


CIRCLE OF Love: 
Love fsa tne thing 

Speake It loud or soft 

hich of joy does It bring love 
Bright aa diamond ring 
Clear as a lovely sng 


the coal ofl lamp 








‘Waiting for one to sing. 
Only ie ean it bring 

‘AS.4 Branch from a'dove 
Ghreting otfering love 

‘To the parents of my parents 

And thelr parents f00, 

‘Tomy Father and my Mother 
‘The childhood that T knew, 

‘Tomy children and thelr children 
‘The future and the past 

Love has drawn ts elrele 

‘That will ast and last and last, 


Dedicated 10 my parents Roy and Rosie 
Warden, 
Shirley (Warden) Reaman 


W. E. COLE FAMILY — by Mr. Elmer Cole 

My parents, Wllam Cole and Mary Cole (nee 
Bell) Were born in Ontario. They svete macried 
In 1901 and later moved to Manifobs. They ved 
at Rapid City where my sister, Hazel, was born 
in 3905, then they moved to Rivers, where 1, 
Elmer, was born in 19, 

‘in i0it my parents came West to the Loma 
district, north at Vulean. MY drother, Bert, was 
born here in 1912. My father worked on the farm 
for John Kerr and also for Ale Mitchell in 194 
‘We moved to the Clarence Davis farm, eight 
Imlles west ‘and one smile south of Champien, 
Where dad worked nti 1917, when he rented 
farm across tte road and farmed there until 
1826, when he sold out and moved info Champion, 
My brother Arnold was born on the farm in 1815, 
All the family received thelr schooling at 
Harper, Hiawatha, ‘Fireguard and Champion 
High Seno : 

‘My patents were having a struggle 10 get 
slong. so 1 eft 'school-and: went to: work for 
farmers inthe ares. 1 ld not cost much to ve 
In those days, but money was Searce, as wages 
‘Were poor and it was almost impossible to find 
‘work for the winter. Afler harvest was com. 
Pleted around Champion In 1892, dad and L went 
horth to Od and gta ab threshing for ten days 
From here we went on to Bekvile €0 vilt my 
Sister Haze, who was married to Robert Janvis, 
and oporating an’ elevator at Kekvlle. White 
here Wound a job on a farm for the winier and 
Thever went back to Champion for 23 years. My 
folks moved to Eexvile in December 1803, 

Houses were aot plentiful, but our nelghbor, 
John Cordon, let us lve in a vacant house on is 
arm at Hespero. Tworked the following summer 
for Dewey Nielson, at Benalto, The wages were 
Twentfive dollars per mont 

"in January 1834 purchased a quarter section 
of land from the CPR. Tals was on a sort of 
homestead deal, but not qulte so good. Twas {0 
Improve the bush quarter, but aftr four yeare 1 
also had to pay for ton long term agreement. 
Here we lived for the next st years. My wife Ina 
(nee Currie), and-T were married in those 
depression years and Falsed"a family of ve 
healthy children. They are: Yvonne, now Mrs, 











Ken Dent, of Medicine Hat. They have four 
ehllaren — Fred, Doug, Jane! and Rhonda, Ber 
nce, now Mrs. Glen Stamp, has three children, 
Rletard, Violet and Colleen, Vilet, our third 
‘ldest child, was killed aceldentaly in 195, at 
the age of nine years. Moira, now Mrs, Ee 
‘Mannertelat of Sylvan Lake, has five chidren 
David, Joyce, Tas, Jimmie and Wade. Out onl 
son, Ian, martied to Phyllis Beach, has two boys, 
Timothy and Benjamin. He ives onthe orginal 
‘quarter that I purehased from the CPR. 

‘hn 1852-7 commenced buying grain for the 
Searle’ Grain Co. at Mintlaw, Alberta and later 
‘was transferred to Alhambra, where 1 operated 
the elevator for 18 years until it was closed on 
September 1, 1970, Three years later Iwas lig 
ble to receive my pension 

When T look’ Back upon those depression 
years It makes me wonder how we ever made It 
We never had muen money, ut never once 
‘ought of going on welfare. We made the best of 
what we had, and never went hungry. We en 
Joyed many good times at dances, bail games 
fand celebrations of various ‘Kinds, We also 
attended church regularly at Hespero. 1 guess 
Gar Succ one can cal tna fd ard 
Work, perseverance, and keeping out of debt 

‘MyTather passed away in November, 19:2, 
and my" mother in 1985, Both my parenis are 
buried in Hespero cemetery, Brother Bert also 
passed away at Vegreville in 1987 
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‘And nome-made buns fo munch 
We shared many laughs together, 
And the etildren played and ate, 
‘White the baby arank his bottle, 

Content Yo e00, and wat 

Tso enjoyed my shopping 

In the days that used to Be, 





In the Condor Goneral stor 
Where there's always time for tea. 
‘Siriey (Warden) Reaman 





CONDOR LIGHT HORSE ASSOCIATION — by 
‘Viole Satron 

"The Clib was organized in 1852 and originally 
was talled the Rocky Mountain Light. Horse 
stoclation, The president and organizer was 
‘Alen R: Palsen of Condor, who, with his family, 
lived one mile west of the Condor corner and 
bined a saddle shop along No. 11 Highway. He 
febult saddles and other lester articles and 
had many of hs hand.tooled leather articles for 
fale along with other horsemen’ssupolics. Violet 
(Cordon) Satron was elected. the Secretary 
‘Treasurer 

ster the Club was renamed the Condor Light 
Horse Association, Abe Littau became the presi 
dent, Max Bott the vice-president, and Violet 
Satron the seeretary-treasuer, 

‘Abe Littay and Vielet Saifon tralned the 
sqroup todo a rmusial ride, for which the Benalto 
‘ericutaral Soclety pata $90 per year tothe club 
{opestorm the ceremony in froat of tne grand: 
Stand, as part of the entertainment atthe 
Benalto Stampede. The club held gymkanas 
land musieal Tide practice on property which 
Gini Kendve tenced of and donated to them. Ax 
he Cordon often supplied a ho lunch fo the hard 
ding geoup, 

Plans for a log cabin were drawn up by the 
John Kasparsons family. Members of the club 
‘ut and pecled the logs Yo ulld a lub Rouse, but 
ver the years interest in the club ed, 86 the 
logge were later sold. Tae land was returned to 
(Gan Kenaze, sith many thanks for {is use. The 
Toney remaining in the club treasury was 
‘donated to the Crippled Children's Fund 











‘CONDOR WOMEN’S INS 
‘Amaerson 

‘On April 21, 192, 27 women met at the home 
of Mrs, George Gledhill o organize the Hespero- 
Condor Branch of the Women's Institute. Mrs 
Gledhin chairea the meeting ana Ms, Cruramy 
Fecorded the notes for the election of offlcers 
Mrs. E. MacDonnell became the fst president, 
Mrs. E: Crummy Sr, the frst vice president and 
‘Mrs. Gieahil was elected as the first secretary 
{teasurer, Dieclors were Mrs, A Blair, MES 
Wed, Clement and Mrs. Joe Nelson. 

‘Mrs, Rogers, Alberia Women's Tastitute 
secretary, visited ths new branch at thelr tira 
feeting. rs, Joe Nelson was the first member 
foattend an Alberta W. 1. Convention 

The Wt charter members llved in an area ex 
tending from north of Hespero tothe Leslevile 
Highway, Inthe horse-and buggy das it Was too 
far to travel to meetings, and at the annual 
‘meeting on December 21, 292 they decided to 
{orm two institute branches 

Mss. R, MeFaal was the first president ofthe 
condor Women’s Institute. At one teeting In 





UTE — by Magda 





oss 


4821, a member told about ploneer times tn our 
ates for emertanment 

“Mueir motto "For Home and Country” wes 
‘kept in mind throughout their many endeavours 
Invwar ime the ladies prepared dity bags, con 
teibted mii for Brita, ca iting for the ed 
oss, had some clothing drives, entertained in 
fonorof war brides and welcomed new etizens. 

"nthe community they helped pay forthe hai 
piano, anced the building ofthe fst Ktenen, 
oust cups, chairs, stage curtains and gas 
lamps or the: hall ‘More recently they cor 
tributed fowarde geiting new cupboards inthe 
ew kitchen, Pree also made donations foe 
Focal hospital 

Torralte money they had dances, box socal 
snadow socal, put oh plays catered at farm 
Sbles, held raffles and had bazaars and suppers 
‘They’ are very grateftl to the community for 
{het support in hei efforts. In recent Years 
this support is reflected in the success of the 
uncer colections In our area, under the chal 
fmanship of Mrs, Charis Bradshaw. 

“On one oceasion the W 1 plied the lumber 
for the plene booth on the playgrounds. Bob 
Howitt feceled two ‘ean ot (obaceo_and.2 
Hammer hand for doing the carpenter work 
Something for the local schools has always bees 
included fe W. 1. work. Drinking uns, frst ald 
bits school ground equipment, magazines, cocoa 
fd sugar for lunches, motor and parap forthe 
Skating rink are some of the things provided. 
fore fecenty, achievement tropes tothe Cor 
dor School, contest prizes and bingo prices have 
been provided 

“Tue adies Rave not forgotienthemscves. The 
segular monthly meetings, handlera teas, con 
{erences and conventions are times of learning 
a feliowalp. 

‘Some amusing incidents T found in the 
‘minutes are ladies were going to entertain 
thelr husbands by taking them out fo supper ona 
{ial basis, Some lunches at mectings were 

satstvng, thera were “adequae™, many 

‘nes Bert Avery retired as postmaster at 
Condor, the Women's Institute bought the 
Sulding and ot They sol, some Years iter, 
to Ken and Judy Leet 

"The 197 exeeulive are: president, Mrs Tom 
wyshosid;‘viee president, Mra. Ray Tubbs 
Secretary, Mrs, Charles Bradshaw? treasurer, 
Mrs. Dah Eldt. Other members are’ Alma 
MacDonald, Hushena Elis, Pear ven der Meer. 
‘Anna Nelson, Mrs, John Meek, Sirs Angus, Mrs 
‘Wendell Frazler, and Magda ‘Anderson 

"The Condor Womens Teste has carried on 
through the years without a break, for 34 Years. 
‘That must be someting of a record 


CROUCH, WALTER 

‘Mr, and Mrs, Walter Crouch and family came 
to the Condor disteiet form Essex, England, It 
1890. They lived on "Jolly Farm” tn the 

















Evergreen area, They later moved tothe town of 
Condor where is. Crouch was ssestent post 
master and the agent for the Provincial 
‘Treasury Branch, 

Walter Crouch was born in Walworth, 
England, in 181, Before coming to Canada, Me 
worked as a chartered accountant in London 

‘Clara Crouch was born in 1865, near‘London, 
England. She served in World’ War Tin the 
‘women's army corps, 

“The Crouch farmlly were very musical and 
entertained many people with thelr talent both 
‘ocally and instrumentally. 

‘Mr: Crouch had hs own orchestra and played 
at many dances In the Condor and Bekvile ds: 
iviets. While on the farm, the. Croveh gis 
Daisy, Grace ana Ivy dressed in men's bib Work 
‘overals could be seen driving a tearm of horses to 
town 

‘After moving to Condor, the Crovehes con 
tinued fo be active in community affais. Mrs 
Crouen "served the Condor "United. Mission 
(Church as organist for 25 years, She also taught 
Sanday School, was secretary treasurer. of the 
‘chureh board and led a Young Peoples group for 
many years. Ms. Crouch was active in the Red 
Cross. She boarded many’sehool teachers and at 
one time operated a restaurant in Condor 

‘The disirict was saddened by the passing of 
Mr. Crouch in 1960 and Mrs. Crouch atte a 
lenjghy inss i 1968 

“Tne family of Walter Crouch: 

Dorothy. returned to England with her hus- 
band, Stanley Grant, They have three children 
Iii, ivy and Malcalm and seven grandchildren 

Grace also returned to England where she 
married Harold Harvey Shelves there now with 
Her daughter, Christine. 

Dalsy and her husband, Walter Avery, lett 
Condor in 1848 and now live In Parksville, Van 
‘ouver Island, B.C. They have two ehildreh, Pat 
fand'Terry and eight grandehiiren 

Ivy and her husband, Frank Bartesko and 
‘hel four ehilaren Don, June, Janis and Kenny, 
left Condor for Victora in 18h, They have sk 
‘randelildren. Don and his ite, Helen and son 
‘Wayne, live near Flmbey and June snd het hus 
and, “Tony Soke and family, live near 
Pacornbe, 

‘Mary and her husband, Tom Raabis (former. 
ly of Bekville and thelr three etildren, live In 
Red Deer, 

“John and hls wife, Mary, ive in Vietoria, B.C 
He served overseas with the Calgary 
Highlanders in World War IL 


CURRIE 

‘The quarter NE 38-524.V5 was originally the 
homestead of Horace Meeres. After he left iit 
passed through many hands, to finally a Mir 
Cosgrove Chrother a Dick Cosgrove) in i912, we 
ought the farm tram him and lived there stl 
1970. In 874, ur son, Nell bought the farm from 
us and kept tin the family: Omit we raised Our 








{hree children, Allan now of Montreal, Shela of 
Lestfoille and Net! of Condor 


GEORGE CURRIE FAMILY 

George Currie and his fo daughters, Janet 
and “Georgina, and. son, Coupland, came 0 
Canada from Scotland in June, 1929, Mrs, Currie 
had passed away a few years before they int 
migrated to Canada, 

‘They came to Hespero dlstret and settied on 
4 farm where Mir- Currie lived unt he passed 
away In 1848. Janet worked for Jerry Mac 
onnel's, at Hespero, for several years and then 
moved fo Armstrong, B.C. where she. still, 
Fesides, Georgina married Eimer Coe, and ved 
at Hespero and Fekvile. Coupland foied the air 
fore in bt note maried ana hax vo sons, 
Boyd and Derek. They now live in Edmonton 
George Currie was instrumental inthe bullding 
ot the Presbyterian Chureh in Hespero. He ean. 
‘vassed people in the district for funds to ere 
‘chureh building 








KUCHNOWSKI AND LAGORE 

Mr. Cart Kuchnowsid and Auguste came to 
condor, Alberta, in 1915 from Germany. ‘They 
had tw) children, Helen Alma and Charile Otte 
They were in Cador unit 196, 5 years. Helen 
married Peter Lagore in 1928 

‘Peter and Helen lived in Condor fr 22 years, 
‘Then moved to 1161034 Street im Edmonton. Al 
their children’ (five boys) weat through bible 
school to prepare for thelr future ive, They are 
alin the minfstry. Arthur Lagore being the 
‘ldest son has speat 22 trultul years as 8 mis: 
‘Slonary in South Africa, Arthur married Gladys 
Miller'a year after he was a missionary. They 
had three boys born to them in Attica, Seven, 
now 20 years old stn Edmonton going o bible 
School. Dwight le 17 years old and in High 
Prairie fnishng his nigh sehool Alan, 13 years, 
Is in Atstea with is parents. 

George Lagore no pastoring in High Prairie 
married Gwen Ming in 1958, They have two 
boys ana ane gl, Te oldest boy, Gordon is 20 
Years old. He has gone to bible seho0l and is ip 
the ministry. ‘Then, Douglas is 19 years ole 
Patricia Ie 18: years old. Cheryl ‘Teanoe is 
aeceased, 

William Charies has been pastoring, also, and 
‘now assisting his youngest brother inthe chureh 
In Edmonton. Willam (Bi) married Bertha 
Motz’ in’ 1954, They" have four children, ‘The 
youngest beng a chosen gir, Daniel Rober, the 
‘oldest, is 21 vears old. Donna Helen le 19 years 
ld aid Is in the ministry of music. Dwayne 
Peters 18 years old and isin bible sehool prepa 
Ing for his te ahead. Also desiring to be 
Dreacher ofthe Gospel, Dolene Linda is 12 years 
5, our chosen gin 

‘Dave Peter Lagore is now pastoring a ehureh 
in Calgary. He married Eileen Buguski, They. 
Ihave tw boys and one piel. Robert is 16 years 





ld, Debbie Is 14 years old and Kenneth Is 22 
Years old 

‘Stanley Edward, the youngest son of Peter 
Lagore i pastoring a chureh in Edmonton. He 
martied Sharon Isrealsen in 1970, They nave tWo 
fils, Shirley Ronse, four years old and Sandra 
fom, three years old 

"The five bye Artur, George, Wiliam, David 
and Stanley have in the past been pastoring in 
Aferent areas of alberta Arthur in Atria for22 


EASTMAN’S 

Wenty John Eastman came to Condor district 
Jp 190. Married in Manchester, England, to 
Ezabeth Ashworth, they eame to Canada In i905 
‘rth oof thelr tree children, Helena I years 
fd and Norman aged 1, feaving @ daughter Be. 
{y to come ister. Air. Basiman homesteaded on 
the NW 25.383.W8, Helena dled In 199. Leaving 
Mis, Eastman in Calgary where she was work 
ing as amurse. Henry Eastman and son Norman 
tame frst to Red Deer having an intreduction 
lesler (9 Horace Meeres, then the Fire Chiet of 
the city. Later, Bir. Eastman and Norman, in 
10, Left Red Deer for Conder, catehing a tide 
‘nity Air. Foster a mailman a far as Roki 
‘They then came to Pitcox, later to be called 
Hespero and were met by Cherile Stroud who 
took them by ox team to Candar corner Where Ea 
French, who ran a store. at Condor and Bob 
Hewitt ere putting in the test culvert. The road 
being only a tall went through the lands of Ho: 
fherStockwell and. Allan K. Baie, St. They 
layed at the home ofa neighbor, Mr. Jack Shaw 
‘ana small Rouse was Dull for them by SI 
George Simmons, St buylng the lumber from 
Bl Blair 

Tm the fall of 910, Mr. Eastman worked at 
clearing land forthe right of way Tor the Alberts 


Central Railway, later 10 become the C-P-R. 
Norman also worked as Water boy. The cailway 
gang camp was. set up on Dave Blair's 
Homestead. Mr. Eastman stayed wilh A. L 
‘MeDonald and Norman also did chores for Allan 
Ke Blair, Jr walle he and brother Dave Balt 
‘worked in'a lumber eam. 

Nig. Fastman came to the farm {9 1911. She 
nursed aver a large area even belng taken to 
Rocky Mountain House by speeder in 20 below 
weather in the ralddie of the night to help & 
‘women who was having a dificult enitd birt, 
She set bones and sewed up axe euts and helped 
fhe lek? being. made dlatrict purse for the 
‘municipality of Raven. Betty Eastman came 
‘fom England and also nursed in the district. 

"The Bastmans cleared land and were helped 
in treaking 1 by Tom Peel who had some oxen 
fand a hand plow. Mr. and Str, Eastman were 
fable to buy'a team of horses later and being 
Helped by another neighbor, Jina Craig, who also 
ad's team of horses, broke more land and in 
113, planted spring wheat, the frst of ts na 
tne alstrict. The threshing was dane by a horse 
‘drawn taresher owned by George Simmons, Tor 
Peel and Me. Black. Norman Eastman, Tom 
Peel and Jim Craig cut the fst furrow fo start 
bullaing @ oad south to Careline 

Tm 1016, Norman Eastman, 4 Hast, Wily 
Stockotell and sther district boys folned the 181 
Battalion. After tralning at Sareee Camp, they 
Went over-seas with the Famous Fighting tenth, 
Norman and Ea Hart were both wounded at Hl 
Goin France, 

Norman married Milly Meeres tn 1921. Took 
up the Simmons homestead on the same section 
4 is father, They sold oat and. moved to 
Calgary’ tn 1055, Mr. and Ms. Henry Eastman 
‘Were burned out and moved with daughter Betty 
Vo Vancouver in 2909. Mr Bastman dled at 7 and 
his wite at 98 years 

In the second word war, Norman was on head, 
quarters of Royal Canadian Army Medical Corp. 
Iiter joined Canada Pension Commission 

‘Norman and Mille Bastman live at Jaques 








‘Mand Norm Eatin Cen Weg Amie. 





Lodge in Calgary. Their two children Este 
Harington, tives la Calgary and John lives in 
Saskatchewan, 


‘THE HISTORY OF THE EDGAR FAMILY 

"The frst we Know of the Edgar family, two 
oldies, Eagar and Mckee, who fought with 
Milam’ Prince of Orange, in Inland in 3680, 
were given grants of land in Northern Ireland, 
Here ‘iney lived. for many years and their 
families Intermarried many” afferent times 

‘Samuel Edgar, who mareied Miss Margaret 
Mckee, immigrated to Ameries in 180 wits his 
children, Margaret, who married Stephen Scott 
land Mary, who married Alphonso Kibouru, and 
Robert Mckee, who married Miss Isabella 
Rebecea Bulied 

Samuel Eagar, with his family, arrived in 
Peterboro, Ontario after spending two months on 
the voyage in a sailboat, W. Re Eagar stil has 
{er grub box that they packed thelr food Inox 
Me ship. Samuel Edgar ana his tamily went 
north of Peterboro to a litle village called 
Apsley and took up homesteads there: It was & 
‘vl Country and covered with heavy bash and of 
course Robert MeKee, belng young, soon 
became efficient with an axe, as limbering was 
he major Indust at that time. He was also 8 
reat hunter and found plenty of game in this 
few couatry. He was nlred by the government 2 
Supply the rosd.baiders with deer meat They 
Were bullding a new road that was called the 
Monk Hoed and ran north of Peterboro 








In 1810 during the fst Riel Rebellion Eagar 
volunteered 0 go vith Colonel Wolseley, who 
‘cae with 500 British Troops to quell the apis: 
Ing. He was one of the Voyageurs who manned 
the boats up the Great Laxes to Fort Garry, 
Where Winnipeg stands today. RM. Edgar knew 
the late George Beatty very wel, as he was so 
in the first lel Rebelion, Upon returning home 
he continued on his homestead unt his arly of 
four boys and three girs were grown vp. He then 
decided there were more opportunities for his 
family in the new country on the Prairies, He 
moved with his family to Manitoba fn 1808 and 
they farmed there unit 180, but he stil wished 
to fake his family further west, 

One day a young man, Joe Forster called at 
‘our home and told us he was malang hs way out 
{fo nis mother, Cather, and fanny west of fed 
Deer, My father, R. Mt Edgar, asked him ithe 
Would write and tei us kaow what It was lke 
around Snake Lake, which ts now Sylvan Lake, 
He later wrote to my father and described the 
country’ and sald that there were sill 1ots of 
Romesteads 19 be had, 

Father and mother decided they would move 
again, so in Maren, 1909 R. M. Edgar and his 
family moved to Réd Deer. He rented a house 
near the Old Immigration Hall and ao far from 
the Great West Hotel while he and fH. Edgar, 
his son, would go out through the west courtry 
looking for homesteads, Taey went swest of the 
Medicine River and_chose homesteads near 
where Hespero is Today. As the land was not 
{hrown open for homesteading they “had” t0 

squat” ‘on thls land. Tals meant putting up 
shacks to show that i was occupied: The land 
they chose was the EIe-S-4NS, They had to 
‘ake the first road, as they were the farthest. 
rest settlers at that time, There was plenty of 
hard work getting our logs fora house, Barna 
cotter bulldings, plus clearing and breaking the 
‘new land for erops and gardens, When the rest of 
the family arrived at the homesteads around the 
first of May, a prairie or brush fire had started 
northwest of the homesteads and was raging 
down towards our bulldings, nay and feed My 
{ather, Tt M. Eagar, and mse, W. R. Edgar, 
‘wore fighting fire and were nearly exhausted 
‘when he rest ofthe family arrived. We all fought 
fire until wel into the night, to save our bulldings 
‘and some pasture land for our cows and horses, 

That summer, and for the next few years, 
there was a great influx of settlers, corning fo the 
Condor, Leslieville and Alhambra districts Pit 
fox was our frst post afte, Ie vas opened up In 
10s by Macdonnell brothers and Frank Peatce, 
twat loeated nest where Hespero Is today, and 
‘was, I believe, the first post otfice west of the 
Medicine River. Our neavest post offee before 
Piteox was opened, was Evarts Post Otic, 
whieh was about 12 mlles away. 

RLM Edgar, R. Hand W- Re along with their 
teams, vyorked' in a’ lumber camp during the 
winter of 103-1904. t was south of where Condor 




















GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 


——s wrrome A201. 


= in, Epwowron, 15th June, 1910, 


Registered. 
Sir,- 


Haclosed herewith you will find cheque in 
favor of yourself and non for work done in the nonth of 
Yay, 1910, Tindly soe that these choquos aroyhanded to 
the proper parties az coon a possible. 
No. 14565, sees 898.50. Pao 
No, 14566, 
No, 14568, 
Mo, 16588, Brie Callens. 
| Mo, 14579, S.Pred..... 
Ro. 16274, Jack Golts, 
No. 14515, 
No, 14977, 
Fo, 14578, 
No, 16580, 

































































Is today and was known as the Red Deer Lumber 
Company. W. E. Payne, RC. Brampton, and 
‘others formed the Company. Jim MeCackney 
‘was the walking bess, Charis Bremmer asthe 
foreman, and Rube’ Gee end Dad. Weatherby 
frelghted in our provisions. ‘The wages there 
were a dollar per day and board, anda dollar per 
‘day for team and feed. A good many of the 
Settlers took advantage of this work ‘The com 
peasy took out over 2,00 00 feet of lumber. The 
fogs nad to be driven down the Horseguard into 
the Medicine River then into the Red Deer River 
and fo thelr saw mill at Red Deer. 1 ook a go0d 
part a the summer of 2904 to move the logs tothe 
mill at Red Deer, This company operated for 
‘only one year, as it was too expensive to bring 
the logs so far. 

FLEE Edgar and W. R. worked on a survey the 
summer of 1904 out Where. Rocky -Mouataln 
House is today. There were no setiers out that 
far at that time; It was a wilderness. We found 
that It Was necessary to take any work that Was 
offered us o keep the pot boling and clothes ta 
wear R. HL. worked on road survey in 1908 and 
‘W. R. worked on the same sucvey in 1908 Many 
Dboys from around Red Deer worked on these su 
eye. We worked on lire uray or several 
years and in 110 RM. Edgar was appointed 
forest ranger inthe Clearwater Forest Reserve, 
Telleve he vas the first man to hold this post 
tion. By ths time the alberta Centra Tealvay 
had received a franchise te bulld a valroad from 











ed Deer to Rocky Mountain House and on to 
Nordegg. The farmers and setters were given 
the opportunity fo work with their teams and 
‘equipment on this valiraad, Ths was one of the 
first booms that Red Deer and the west country 
hed seen 

“The declaration of war with Germany and her 
ls m4 caused 8 great change i he pe 
ture. A’ good many of the boys, who had been 
Falsed_and ved. then on the homesteads 
Volunteered to go and fight for thetr country and 
the Stotherland. 1816 WR. Edgar enlisted in 
the 18ith Battalion and was transferred to the 
Sith’ Battalion in France, He was" seriously 
‘wounded on August 18,1818, near Amiens. SM 
Eagar enlisted inthe jth Battalion and wes also 
Seriously wounded, having his lett hand taken 
ote 

RH. Edgar was married in 1915 to Miss Veda 
Beeson. They had three boys, W. Hy L My and 
R.'M and one daughter, Velda, who is how Sirs, 
Ronald Seott and ives i Red Deer. Rt and nis 
‘ys had bult'@ good farm in the Hespero dis. 
Iriet, but ROH. and his wie decided they would 
Tather live near Red Deer. In 1827 they bought 
the Woodsworth farm and have extended thelr 
holdings to. about 3.000 acres. L. M. is on the 
Sam Blakley farm, R. M. on the Latam farm and 
W.'H. on the Christan farm, He also farms the 
George Roth farm and the oid home place. 


Robert MeKee Edgar died on April 24, 231 at 
the age of S2 years. Mrs. RM. Pagar died 
Tanuary 8,109 at the age of 58 years, 

W. R. Edgar was mazried to Miss Ruby 
‘Lougheed an the 17 of June, 1824 and they have 
‘ne daughter, June, now Mrs, N. R Henderson, 
Who lives in) Bitish Columbia, ia 1999" they 
moved fo the Waskasoo dlstriei of Red’ Deer 
Mrs, Edgar died on Apr 25, 1965 

‘Vien the Second World War broke out LM. 
‘agar end Re Mt Edgar, sons of Re Edgar, 
both enlisiea: Les in the Army and Bob in the 
‘Navy. Both of them spent several years overseas, 
during the war. 

Robert H. Edgar was president of the Central 
Atberta Plonoers and Old Timer's Association 
for several years and was active n bullding the 
Pioneer Lodge i 1958, He was also Reeve of the 
M.D. of Red Deer for several years and took 

Fea interest in the Weare of ine Red Deer dis: 
{ict and Red Deer City He served as an alder. 
Iman of the city of Red Deer at one time. He 
assed away onthe th of July, 1959, at the age of 

SJ-A. Edgar, the youngest son of R. M. Edgar 
basa summer nome in the Smoky Mountains in 
North Carolina, U.S.A. and spends the winters in 
Florida, US. 

"Edith, ihe youngest daughter (Ors. Scott 
Basson) lives it Dettolt, Michigan, US.A. SM, 
Eidgar, the oldest son of R. Me Hagar married 
Miss htinnle Craudleralve iy 183 and both have 
passed away. They llved at Salmon Arm, B.C 
FSabeta Jane (rs: Ker), the oldest daughter of 











R. M. Edgar, passed away’ in 1835. She lived in 
Detroit, Michigan, Margaret Edgar, the second 
‘ldest daughter, who never married, lived it 
Calgary, where she passed away in 1946, Mrs. R 
HL Bidgar continues to ive In Red Deer. 





FLETCHER, CALVIN 

‘Cal Fletcher, born In Kansas, U.S.A. on May 
25, 183, came fo Alberta in 19 from Seattle 
Washington. He worked throught the threshing 
at Castor, Alberta, Following. the threshing 
Season he came to Bekville by CPR. where Me 
was met by J. Kemila, the vilage mall hauler. 
He spent some time visiting the Lewis Weeks 
family, then, when he was about to go back othe 
Sates, e was offered a ob in the Co-op Store by 
Mr. Rogers, the ‘manager ofthe store. Be 
Bccepted ths ofer and worked inthe store until 
Spring. BY this time he had decided (0 Join the 
Serviec, but ag he had not seen his mother for 
five years, ne thought he owed It to her fo go back 
home fo enlist since Canada and the United 
States were Aighting on the same side 

‘After serving in the Navy and Naval Aviation 
he eame back fo Canada inthe fall of 1919 With 
{te Intention of going into partnership witn Mf. 
Rogers. Thev Were unable fo make asatstactory 
deal, s Re was "Jack o al trades" around town, 
helping in all he stores and businesses except 
the blacksmith shop, whieh was then owned By 
Mr, MeHatte, 

‘Finally Cal went to work for Mike Sestrap 
where he was employed Tor flve years. He was 
‘arsied during that time to Mae MeNel. Mae 
‘as one of eight chilaren, sx boys and tw gis, 
The family resided inthe Blusbelldstrlet Her 
father, Hugh MeNell, was secretary-treasurer of 
the school for a nuinber of years. Four af the 
MeNeil boys. are now deceased—Herbert and 
Leonard in 1961, iibert in 1912 and Everett in 
1, 

“The Fletchers were active in the atfalrs ofthe 
sullage. Cal ook ime off from Sastre to"work 
for the Lord", as 1 was called. He helped move 
the ld Soo! house aco county Tos ea 
the village. Everyone In town ned a hand in the 
Moving. sckville was a lively place those days, 
4nd ME: Fletcher was in an most of the sports 
‘dance or boxing match could be gotten up on 
Very short notice. Mise for the dances was 
played by Mrs. Clausen and Carl Koots and wood 
nd lighis forthe hall were donated, 

in) 1824 the Fletchers eft Eckile and Cal 
went to work for Jerry McDonell, n the store at 
Hespero, where he worked for 21 years, He then 
‘moved fo British Columbla, where he bought & 
Sore and retired after he ad Mac ad operated 
it for i0 years, They are now living In Surrey. 
BE, 

“The Fletchers had three children. Marjorie 
married John Sutela and Is now living with her 
Youngest daughter, Susanna, onthe farm south 
of Hespero. Her eldest son, Calvin, lives. at 

van Lake and has two enildren—vacy and 
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Cony. Shirley ives in Lacombe and has two sons, 
Kelly and Michael Kendell. Byron Is married 
and living in Red Deer. 

‘Kenneth lives in Aldergrove, B.C. and is a 
dalry Inspector for Safeway milk shippers. He 
‘hd-Allce have a son, Robert 

azel lives in Burnaby, B.C. andis married to 
Maurice Iilerbrun. They have three 
ehlldren—Barbara, Mariiyn and Cheryl 
‘Mauriee works in the logsing industy. 


FOOTHILLS 41 PONY CLUB — by Violet 
Salron 

The Foothills 4H Pony Club was organized in 
1964, being one of the frst 4H Bony Clubs in 
‘Alberta. Cordon Ross was Distlet agrieulturst 
‘in Rocky Mountain House, and he helped 'o gel 
the Cub off the ground, as noone had any Idea of 
‘wat it would entail’ The frst practice and 
‘meeting was held at Sian Marcineks, at Condor 
‘The following officers were clecied: Violet 
Satron, Leader; Douglas Ball of Benalto, Asa 
fant Leader; and. the Senior Committee 
‘Members were Mrs, George Boles, Rocky Moun 
{ain House: Stan ifareinek, Condor Norman 
{and Marle Guenther, Alhambra: Roy Tubbs and 
Bll MeKelar. Condor: and Harry Safvon, Don 
Ross, Ewart MeDonald and Mary Cunningham 
‘hee Storms), Eekvile 

“Violet Satvon and Doug Ball attended a 4 
Leader's Conference in Edmonton in which all 
Dewy med iba rom Alera gathered ex 
Change ideas and to draw upa gulde for Pony 
Chats 

"For the first fw years the club members 
would take a irall vide Into the mountains. Don 
Ross, Ewart MeDonald and Roy Tubbs were 
‘rail guldes, Marie Guenther and Bill MeKellar 
Were chief cooks, Harry Safron, Norman 
Guenther and Lloya Davia were camp aten 
Gants, Zina Huss was dishwasher and Polly Ross 
Was the “Tea Bag Lady", the name she received 
Because she was the ony one who had brought 
‘ea bags — only four, She managed fo save the 
bags by putting them on the clothes lie to dry 
for reduse. Mrs. MeKellar got to say Home and 
‘ilk the cows, Jeanette. (Pruden) Dyrland, 
ames and Rodger Kinders, Johnny Bralnsmas 
and Wayne MeTighe were evaluators 

‘Wills and Doris MeGonigal (Searle grain 
«levator agent at Hespero and later at Eexvile) 
helped organize many of the youth activities In 
the area. 

lle Satron, with the assistance of Doug 
Ball and a lot ‘of support from the parents, 
trained 16 riders fo do the musical tide which 
‘Was performed at the Benalto Fair and at the 
Eckville Rodeo. 

Tn 1969 the first 4H Inter-Club Competitions 
were held in the Eekelle Arena, withthe Gilby 
iu ana Foothlis Club competing Businessmen 
from Betwille donated travelling trophies and 
algo a small trophy for the winner te keep, Later 


























the Hap £8 Pony Cub led the Inter 
“lub competitions. 

in 186 the Lloyd David, Robert Robin, Mary 
(storms) ‘Cunningham ‘and Harry. Safron 
{families all competed in the £4 Rally at Lazy A 
Stables at Penhold. Each competitor trom the 
ub dsplayed a collection of ribbons atthe end 
ta very successful day 

in Tsf0 the club members attended the 41 
rally at Olds, again making 2 good representa 
tion in the winners’ eirele~ On the way to the 
Show, Lloyd David managed fo tip the unplnned 
box otf the three-lon ruck, dumping four show 
orses into the liek. They phoned ahead fo Olds 
fo delay the herse show, re-organized the truck, 
hauled one horse to the vets and continued on (0 
‘Olde to compete inthe show waning several rib 
‘bons. Neil Bot's horse needed a few stitches 50 
he slaved behing, while Karen and Gerald David 
tnd Yvonne Robin's horses continued ox, a bit 
Shook up, but competed successfully 

“sso in 1970, the Club members, assisted by 
several parents, painted the tool sheds, posts, 
Bgns and whatever needed painting, plug.a few 
‘members’ faces and hands, whlch didnt need 
Painting, al the Hespero, Eekville ‘and 
Evergreen Cemeteries. Tae paint was donated 
by the United Grain Growers. 

In Wit a Five-Year Leadership Certificate 
was received by Violet Satron, 

"he first 4H Jamboree in the West Central 
Region was hela at Wetasidwin, July 25 and 26, 
{85 Tai fun oriented wind-up activity fr clubs 
land individuals involved in 4H was hosted by the 
Wetaskiwin Chamber of Commerce, and Was 
‘Mtended by the Cunningham, Glen Kicoberger, 
Sack Saarl, Harry. Safron and. Jim Smith 
Tamflies. A sillar affair was attended by te 
‘Giub tn 10%6 In Camrose and 1977 wil see the 
Jamboree in Rlzmbey. 

Tn 196, the Club members and thelr familes 
toured. the wellinown Spruce. Meadows, In 
Calgary, and enjoyed a two-day Trall Ride along 
the Cline River 

‘Several members attended the Publle Speak 
Ing Workshops at Ponoka and Condo. 

‘in Iori Five-Year Leadership Certifiates 
were tecelved by Bfary Cunningham, Selma 
Sar, Eiste Smith and Tim Smith. Ten-Year 
Leadership Certiscates were recelved by Violet 
Seon and Harry Safron. 

‘On May 7,197 the Club members and several 
parents eagerly. participated in the Highway 
Grean-Up, sponsored by the Alberta government, 
fand cleaned 10 miles of Highway 11 trom the 
‘enalto Corner on west. 

"To wind up the 1977 year, the Achievement 
Day took place on July 1 at the Bekville Arena, 
With Inter Club following on July 15. The Awards 
Night concluded another successful year 








MR. AND MRS. ED FRENCH — Information 
ven by their daughter, Hazel Barrett 
"Mr. and Mrs, Fa Preach and three daughters, 
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along with Mr, and Mrs, Kirk and son arrived in 
fed Deer trom Colorado, U-S.A. in 1902. This ls 
the story as told bY the second eldest daughter, 
Hazel, 

Father homesteaded at what Is now Condor, 
4m 3004, and moved the family to the homestead 
(Gus first post office was in father’s home, until, 
be bull a'store. Mr. Emberiey, a nelghbor, and 
father gave land for a raliroad saing. Ths was 
very important raleay forthe setters inthis 
new country — the Alberta Central Railway. T 
Femember the men working on the grade, and 
flso when the fist train came through 

Ti'seoms that it was 198 when Prairie Rose 
Sehaol was bull Tt was a one-room school where 
fine grades were taught. Our frst teacher, Mr. 
Dodson was a kigd man and. was "well 
Iiked, "Mise. Forgythe "came next. Some 
thers were Miss Pailips, Miss Kellaway, Miss 
Paterson (Mrs A. Hol), Mise Meston (Mrs, 
‘Frank Patterson), Gertrade Reilly (rs, Robert 
Shaw), Ray MeDougal and Ean Sully. These are 
some of ihe teachers that 1 remember — 
‘oublless there were others 

‘Some of the old.imers that come fo mind are: 
Emberly's. Siockwells, Stzoud's, Blair's, 
MeDonells, Raudebaugi's, Patterson's, East 
mman's, Hewitt’, Rutherford's, Reilly's, Bar 
{on's, ‘Leask’s, Simon's, Hart's, Wright's and 
Harry Bice. 

Father was a kind person and was always 
ready to help his neighbors. Mother Was always 
busy andeticien. We were by now alarge far 
ly and all very nappy and busy. Father sold the 
Store. and farm in 1920, and we moved 10 
Washington State, US.A. 

‘Father and mother are both gone now, but it 
4s wonderfil that elght of us are stl ving and 
‘canget together quite often. Mother predeceased 
father bya few years, and Bertha, Bile and 
Ernest have also passed on, 


‘THE ELWOOD FRENCH FAMILY 
BY Alys A. French 

‘Elwood was born in Grandview, Manitoba 
where he lived until moving to Drumbeller in 
1208, Inthe fall of 1951 he came tothe Shady Lane 
fisriet with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. George 
French, and three sisters, Alice, Merle and Joy 
Hs father had purehased a Half section of raw 
{and from the C.P-R. This was about a rallenorth 
fang actoss the road from the schoo 

"The frst winter they ved in a house across 
the road from thelr property, which belonged to 
Osear Oasitom. Elwood and his father cut logs in 
the bush near Bingley, and had them made into 
Timber af Ralph vane’ sawmill. The following 
Spring they used this lumber to bulld a house 

Inishs Elwood and I were married. 1 as the 
former Alys Maurer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs 
‘John Maurer of Cive. 1 had taught the Shady 
Lane school for the three previous Years during 
‘whlch time 1 boarded with Mrs. Allee Campbell 
‘We moved north of the Horseyuard River. There 




















he and nis father farmed together unt ls 
Parents moved to Didsbury th 1942 and he took 
ber the farm, 

"Elwood spent long hours working on the land 
and doing chores ut found ime to play sttball 
fand do some fishing. ‘These belng part of the 
‘depression years, most recreation and entertain 
‘nent was inthe strict or lose fo It. Walle we 
‘were here three daughter, Doreen, Carole, and 
‘Radrey were born. Ivas‘also during tals time 
thet spent three more years teaching, one anda 
half years at Wolfe school and the sarve amount 
at Shady Lane, 

Having decided to discontinue farming, we 
lett this district in October, 194, and moved to 
Didsbury. Elwood started daing carpenter work 
tnd after erecting oe house there, went to Work 
in the Drumheller district, The glels and T 
Femained in Didsbury unl ihe sursmer of 189 
then we jolned Elvood. In the summer of 1951 
Wwe Dough! our present home in Drumheller. 

Biwood has recently retired after having 
worked for Holmen Construction Company for 
ver 25 years. Both of us enjoy gardening, work. 
{ng with towers and In the yard in general. T 
pent nine years doing substitute teaching here 
inthe Drumheller Valley and during the last 
five or six years have devoted a great deal of 
{ime to various crafts — bead work, chenille and 
{eather erafis, ceramics, needlework, and other 
things, 

‘As Verlayne was born ia Drumheller we now 
have four daughters. Doreen is Mrs. Donald 
‘oss, has three chliaren ~ Kim, Lori and Susan 
ind the five live In Lethbridge. Carole Is 
married to Robert Anderson and they are ving 
in Michigan, USA. with thelr son Perry and 
Adopted Korean daughter, Tanya. audrey lives 
in Calgary and Verlayne, her husband, Arvin 
Hopersit, and son. Shane have receniy left 
Whitecourt to take up residence in Calgary, 

‘We have many fond memories of our years 
spent in the Shady Lane distrit. On oceasion we 
fare privileged to be In that vicinity. We enjoy 
‘sing with lends and former nelghbors, hea. 
Ing about and seeing the progress of the People 
fd just relaxing in that part of Alberta hick 
Drovides Suck beauty of aature 


‘THE GEORGE FRID FAMILY 

"At the turn of the century, western Canada 
and particularly Alberta, was a beehive of acti: 
{. People from Europe, Asie, the British Isles 
fnd the United States swarmed here to take up 
omesteads. 3 Harnlllan, Ontario, Alffed Frid 
{oor nad heard of the $10 homesteads that one 
‘ould ile for; so full of tope and enthuslasn, he 
find his two teen-aged sons, George and rnest 
{ook the train fo Central Alberta. 

‘On Maret 15, 1905 they arrived in Red Deer 
‘The following day they Bought three teams of 
horses and three slelgis and set off forthe Dia 
‘mond Valley area. It was here they rented. a 
Stvall shack on SE 17-35 355, the quarter that 





the Diamond Valley cemetery Is now located on. 
‘Three days later alfred, George and Ernest Frid 
Were hauling lumber from the Pettetfer Lursber 
Sls, west of Evergreen, into Red Deer. It isin 
{eresting to note that in 1906 they nauled the last 
load of fumber by sleigh on the 15th of Say’ 

‘During the summer mantas George. Took 
‘many diferent obs. He worked for Macrntyre 
Ranches at High River, helped putin the base 
fhent for the ew Hudson's ay store In Calgary. 
Worked on the Alberta Central Railroad west of 
‘Aihambea, and at a sawmill in Ferale, BC. 
Gradualiyne put aside ite bt ot money and i 
{08 he fied on a homestead two miles mori of 
Condor, 

in 1908 Alfred Frid fled on NW 1838:3:5, 
which fe presently owned by Alfzed's grandson 
‘and George's son, John Frid. In 2 Alfred Frid 
‘ho wasn’t cut out to be a farmer, decided {9 
{ake his family back to Hamilton. George and 
Stanley decided that they would stay om the farm. 
find give it another try. George and his father 
traded homesteads, and George moved to NE 1S: 
65-W5, whieh wae adjoining Ms brother 
Stanley's quarter. Aifred later sold the land he 
traded with George to Sam Barton. After he had 
fold the land, Ms and Mes. Alfred Frid, Ernest, 
Norman and Beairice returned to Hamiltn. 

‘On October 28, 1912 George married hls 
chuldhood sweetheart, Ellzabeth Cluton, from 
Hamilton, and they stared farming In earnest 
‘The i acres of land which was malaly plowea by 
4 walking plow was gradually increased. With 
Stan and George sharing thelr machinery, costs 
dnd expenses, It wasn't too ong before tiey were 
Able to buy a P& O Suey plow and a hay mower, 
‘They always used Bil Waltle’s Ravrake — there 
wwasva lot of machinery swappiag in those days. 

‘Creat must be given tothe Young bride, who 
soon learned to bake bread, milk cows, raise 
thickens and turkeys, and ‘can, wild’ fruit, 
[Blueberries and taskatoons were abundant. She 
falso looked after het beautiful Hower garden: a 
hobby she pursued throughout the years, The 
‘years were lean, and af times George shot par 
iwidge and rabbits, which were plentiful, and 
‘these made a tasty adaltion (othe meals, George 
offen said iit hadn't been for the wild ful, par. 
fridge and hope, ty would have elven up farm 
Ing. Mrs. Frid was exceptional capable. She 
tlvays had her housework done so when George 
needed her for piling brush oF buraing I, stook 
Ig. stacking bundles or hay, or later on to run 
{he binder, or just doing the chores, she was 
always there 

"Tnelr son Tohn was bora in August, 1913 and 
ila was bora in 1815 

Nineteen sixicen was a great year for the 
Frias, for now they were able to communicate 
with thelr friends and relatives. via the 
Telephone, ‘The exchange Was st Erickson 
‘There were many happy oocasions, church ser- 
‘lees held in private homes, community penies, 
berry picking, all games, swimming, horseshoe 
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pitching or friendly visits with nelgnbors and 
Felatives, They of course had no TV'sin that er, 
‘but they bought thee fst radio in 3985, 

‘tn 1822 George bought his ist ear, a second 
hand Model T Ford, for the sum of $25, This was 
4 source of great pleasure forthe farlly for they 
‘would now be able to get to Red Deer in iess than 
two and’ a Ralf hours — a distance of 30 miles 

"a October 1824 George joined tne Knights of 
ylhlas Ledge in Eekvlle and held continuous 
membership until he passed atway in 19 

‘in 1878 George bought a brand new tractor — 
a John Deere = for $1,000. He now had three 
{artes oftand, and Jolin was more than willing 
{o'run the mew (ractor. 

George Frid was president of the Mutual 
‘Telephone Aasoclation of Eekville for several 
yea ana aga recipient of one of he fat 
trophies in the "Save the Sol Campaign” in 388, 
‘Through the years he had seen many. changes, 
especially in home improvements and farming 
‘methods — from the eoalol| lamp andthe secu 
board to electric lights and automatic washers 
and driers; and from the horse-operated 
threshing. machines to our present day cam 
vines 

‘Mis. Frid passed away in February 1985; 
‘hole daughter Elle married James Tullock and 
they ved In the Diamond Valley atrct. They 
had three daughters ~ Evangeline, Jean (Ham 
ond) and Susan (rest). Ba passed away’ In 
Bik. George passed away in 1978. They are 
Dutled In the Hespero cemetery. 

‘We salute Mr, and Mrs. Frid andthe people ot 
tne “Pioneer ‘Bra, we respect the many 
hardships they endured and we thank them for 
the patiways they paved for future generations 
‘Truly those ploncers left us a legacy and a 
heritage of which we can well be proud, 


JOHN ALFRED FRID FAMILY — by John Frid 

Twas bora oa my parents’ farm, NW 19383- 
Ws, on August 24 191; the frst ella of George 
and Elicabeth Fri. Mrs. O'Brien and Mrs, Whit. 
‘te were with mother when T arrived: my father 
had gone'To Tnnisall (lo the nearest doctor) fo 








get the doctor, but by the time they arrived home 
Fivas already inthe picture and trying out my 
Jungs. My sister Ella was bora ApS, 1913, with 
ther same {wo ladies in attendance 
‘We children had the usual good times and 
problems ofall small children, 1 started sehodl in 
{ino after the Easter holidays. Tue three and 
neourih mies to the Daly’ Nook acid 
Seemed such a long way from home. MY’ first 
teacher was Diss Innis: she later married All 
Rasmussen, a neighbor of ours. My second 
teacher, ss Uchocta, was the younger sister of 
the frst Japanese git bora in Canada. My sister 
Started school in 922; and we rade double on an 
ld sway-backed mare named Jess, Now old Jess 
hada very bad habit of shying at everything that 
moved: consequently we kids were aways loa 
{ng for fallen tees, stumps or fences to be able to 
{elon her again. I think she really enjoved dis 
mounting us because she seemed 0 have that 
Certain glint in her eyes whenever she Unloaded 
1 earned my frst money inthe fal of 1928.1 
{o get the sum of 10 cents @night to bringin 
The neighbour's cows from the pasture and put 
them in the corral. Here Twas, enly'10 years 
old, and T'was rich! Tearned the huge sum of 
SEl0-Tforget what l spent my money on, but {do 
Femember buying a palr of spring skates; the 
ina that clamp on a palr of heavy boots 








1 continued schoo! until 1828, when I passed 
my Grade Fight exams. Thad Bopes of gong (0 
Olas ‘Agricultural College in 1990, However, the 
Depression and hall storms dashed those pians, 
So staved onthe farm with my dad. T would go 
‘out withthe threshing erew each fll, and ints 
‘way T made enough money to carry me through 
‘Unt the next harvest. Dad and 1 would also go 
Su fo do custom breaking forthe neighbours, us 
Ing our tractor. We got‘. per acre and on a 
ood day, barring break-downs, we could brea 
Sheacres 

‘Tn the winter of 898-1099 we decided we would 
Jog out our west timber stand, as. we needed, 
lumber todo somebullding. We oughta sail 
and set It up. That spring we sawed about 60,0 





fect of lumber. Twas going with Annie Hollander 
and we Were making plans to be married in the 
fal ot 19, he limber would come in handy for 
bullding @’nouse and other buildings we would 
eed. 

‘Dad and I did not have much experience in 
carpentry, but "where there's 4 wil, there's & 
sway’, and in the spring we started billig ray 
house. By fault and error we went along, lear 
Ing a8 we progressed, and by fall we had the 
boise partially nishea, ‘Through the years We 
replaced every building on the farm, with Dad 
4and-me doing the carpentry work- "We cel 
{sida prova fo think that we have one of the 
finer farmsteads in the distrit 

‘Annie and T got married oa November 19, 
194 

‘Annie writes: T was born Annie Antonette 
Hollander on May 13,1817, daughter of Joseph 
land Antonette Hollander, who immigrated fom 
Bonemma, Czechoslovakia to the USA. in 195, 
and came from Ferale, B.C. to thelr homestead 
to mills south of Gete school in 1908, 1 as 
Utter hil sister Mary Was the eldest, then 
‘Joseph, Helen, Millan, me, and Josephine, We al 
attended Gaeiz school. 1 startea school after 
‘Easter in 174 with Mr. August Matthews a8 my 
first teacher. T finished Grade 10 in 1883 with 
Mis, Jonas Anderson as my teacher, 

Th the fall of 18941 went fo wark as a clerk for 
Von's Store in Alsambra, I worked for Mr. von 
Hollen unt the fal of 1982, When Tstartea work 
Ing I got the wonderful wage of $10, plus room 
snd board per month, Through the months may 
‘Wages increased unt was earning $2.0. ihe 
Fall of 1959 T was offered. position with 
Lawrence Lid. in Red Deer for $10 a week and I 
took it Unfortunately, {had not Laken into eon 
‘Sideration my'room and board, which was $17.50, 
Der month, so this was'not much ot promotion! 

‘When John and were marriedwe started our 
life together ‘with very litle. money, and, 
although the house was new, twas far fom be: 
Ing fntshed onthe Inside. We had a few pots and 
pans, no furniture to speak of, and big ood: 
pile ouside the door. We had to haul of carry 
‘water from aeress the road for three years, unt 
‘we could afford to have a. well drilled. 1 
‘Temember how lonesome T was the frst year, 
‘and how happy I was when John would come it 
fom the eld.’ um out tomneet tim with two 
‘water pals, It seemed as though the water can 
tras always empty! 

‘Our house ad been built in a grain feld 
geron from Joh parent Rous Tere waste 
‘Brast-around the House — Just plowed groun 
nd a sea of mud when it rained. We summer: 
filfowed our future house yard ln 1882. Inthe 
spring of 1813 we started to plant trees and 
Seeded ‘Some grass. Every evening after the 
‘chores were done John would dig hall dozen or 
felght holes forthe trees: then we would go across 
{he road fora barrel or fwo of water fr the trees 
The next day T would take'a spade and the 








Wheelbarrow, and go over to the Moyles farm, 
Wich was Just across the road and south of our 
place. The Moyies famlly had let several vears 
Brio to tis and there was no one living there, 
brut they surely had lovely Ite spruce trees 
hack in the bush. planted over 60 spruce trees 
that year. We hailed water whenever it was ry, 
fand had fo replace only one tree. Looking beck 
foday, we are glad we Oi this, and, although we 
have added several hundred more trees in the 
Years that came, we sil thik that thore Mile 
Spruce trees were the loveliest, 

John's sister Ella ded in 1883, leaving behind 
taree ite gis. Susan sas only four months ol, 
and she came olive with us. Now We hada baby 
‘nour homet In June, 194 our son Kenneth 
atrived on the scene,” and in July, 1948 our 
aughter Frances Jalned us, In the fall of 948 
Susan's father, who by then had remained, (ok 
Susan home wit him. She had to start school and 
bbecame one ofthe family. Susan returned in 1957 
8nd staved with us unt 96), when she married 
Robert Krest. They ive in Biackfalds and have 
{wo children, Brian apd Annette. 

‘Kenneth Is married and as a family of three 
boys. They live aross the road from us: Srances 
married Roy Lapp In 1807, and. they live in 
Sherwood Park, east of Edmonton, 

“John continies with fis story" Z foined the 
‘Knights of Pythias Lodge in May, 1883.12 1948 
hhad the honor of being elected to a chair in the 
Grand Lodge of Alberts, and In 1851 was elected 
as Grand Chancellor of Alberta, In 1966 1 
epresented Alberta at Supreme Sessions in In 
lanapelis, Indiana, and again in 1968 at 
Philadelphia, Pennsyivania. [am a present 
‘member of Suceess Lodge No. $8 Insta. Annie 
foined the Pythian Sisters Peace Temple No. 8 
Innistall In 1963. Se Is a Past Chief and also & 
member of Grand Temple. 

‘We ave both been involved in all community 
actives such as Fish and Game Assocation, 
Unltarm, Hall and Cemetery Boards, Ladies 
Ald, and our Baplst Church. We both love 
fishing, camping and the great outdoors. 

We have had a very good life here on the 
farm, espectally tow that we only grain farm, 
We hope to continue farming as ong as out 
‘health wil permit us todo sor then someone else 
fan takeover. Weare thankful that weave been 
klven the privilege to live in a country here 
Freedom sti relgas, and nope that we have been 
an asset to our eammunity and our county. 





HESPERO-ECKVILLE AIRPORT —NE2%-085- 
Ws 


"The Hespero-Eckville Alrport came into ex: 
Istence in 185, The alrt work was done with a 60 
Caterpillar and a pull ype grader 

The fst aircraft stationed. there was a 
Falrehild 24 C¥F-AZT on November 13,195 

In 1858 the air strip was upgraded to meet 
sgoverament standards for registration. Tt was 
Fegistered under Waskasoo Aviation Ld, for 





several years. Due to the fact the Penhold Air 
Base was miliary. only this ar stip was used as 
the Rea Deer alr stip for training students 

‘ME. Pat Johnson, of Red Deer, was the in 
structer. The planes used for training students 
‘were an Ereope, Aronka, Tel pacer. 

Fenway lights were installed in the fal of 996 
and completed in the spring of 177 








ESPERO COMMUNITY HALL. 

Among the frst halls in the Eckvlledistriet 
to be bullt was the Hespero Community Hall. & 
number of young men returned from the wat 
with an Incentive to bulld a. place for’ social 
atherings and community get togethers, such 
$5 were found inthe Brish and European com 

(On December 15, 1929 the Hespero Industrial 
Society was formed in order to corp with the 
government regulations before a lcenge could 
be issued for'a public community Rall The fst 
five trustees of the Soctety” were. Robert 1. 
Edgar, John W. Lavison, George Ac Frid, Joseph 
Nelson and Douges Snider, ana the secretary 
{reasurer was Gerry MacDonnell. The original 
hall (which buraed down in 1957) was but just 
north of the present one. 

Several men started construction, and 
planned a box socal forthe grand opening night 
{nthe frst part of 184, However, when the Gay 
atrived the fir ooring material had not yet 
arrived, Dutas luck would have i the train 
arrived’ at 4:00 pam with the michneeded 
material. With the help of 30 men, the floor was 
Isid'and the box soetal and dance was in fll 
swing by 8:00 p.m. the same night Its under 
stood that some of the highest priced boxes sod 
for 850 — almost like spending S100 today. There 
‘must have been some hungry men, pretty girs, 
tr too much moonshine! The ofchestta was 
Harold Bone's of Rea Deer and Pat Murphy was 
the auctioneer. 

‘Each year a annual dance was held to com. 
‘memorate the hall. Before the hall was built the 
People of the community would gather In the 
Back ot the Hespero stare, bu with no heat there, 
fhe need for a new bulldiag was urgent, The hall 
Was used for many functions, and in i8gT as it 
‘was being heated fora chured service ft became 
‘overheated and was destroved by tire. 

‘A meeting was held at the Hespero store on 

































December 11, 1957 to consider rebut 
‘Another mectiag was eld inthe first part of 1 
land. the final" go-ahead was given bythe 
embers to construct another hall. A pece of 
Tend was donatea by Gerry Macdonnel, and con 
struction began vith Eino Lind the contractor. A 
noted feature In the halls a moosehead hanging 
fn the north wall, which was donated by Cat] 
Baran. The Soctety bought a plane trom one of 
{he Macdonnell girs, also card tables were 
purchased. Is known that as many’ a 96 tables 
‘were fied when card parties were held, Where 
fare our card players today’? 

‘in the early records ofthe hal {is shown that 
they"had enough Interested people fo maintain 
ladles" and men” entertainment. cornmltiees, 
Tunet committees, an auditor was elected, at 
well as the usual slate of officers, 

‘Annual dances are stil being eld, as well as 
wedding dances, showers, trkeys suppers, card 
parties and Christmas and Halloween pasties, 
For those people who knew what it was Uke to go 
fo the outdoor "jns" In those days, these are 
being ‘replaced by” indoor facilities. ‘Thess 
Fenavations were carried out fn 1077 

“The names of some of those who served onthe 
hall beard and as members include: the Nae 
donne family Mr. and Mrs, A. Threadgol, Mr 
Sand Mfrs. C.J. Fletcher, the Hartley family Mr 
Curtis Grani, nor O. 4. Miller, Mrz. Av Cordon, 
Miss B, Baldvin, Mr A. Spearing, dry and Mrs 
Jim Tulloch, the Elmer Coles, the Stan 
MeCreights’, George Currie, Mrs. Nora 
‘MeCuish, Jack and Nelm! Torst! and more re 
‘ent members include Kulte, Petikanea, Mali 
Kelms, Dares, Patjas, Gordons, ‘Kangas’, 
Syrens, Strems, Lantl and Lind, and many’ more 
{oo numerous to mention. Tiss an example of 
‘any people supporting thelr community hal, 
‘Werhope the sprit continues today! 

‘Mr. Sedric’ Peltikanen served for a great 
number of Years as Janitor, something like 22 
Years, also Ronnie Kaltes hall manager, tn the 
‘more recent years of operation. Their dedication 
{8 most appreciated. We also are grateful to 
those who eatried oa before uso Keep aplace for 
ur ehtlaren to use when they grew up 











ESPERO LADIES’ AID 

‘The first Tecorded minutes of the Hespero 
Ladies’ Ald are dated December 8, 1997 The 
membership that date included, Mfrs. J.C, 
Hartley, Mrs. G. H. Macdonnell, Mrs. C. Gant, 
Mrs. J. Spence, ifts-D. Saider, Mrs. C-Fletcher, 
Mis. W. aga, Mra, W. Whitle, and Mrs. 
Schunemsn, Fubds wore ralsedby various enier 
Tainments. ‘The fest annual supper was held in 
the fall of 198 which amounted Yo $7725 an vas 
a Fessmabe sum of money at hat time, Git 
parcels were mailed to the men and wonen, it 
the forces during 1939 to 1848, Donalions were 
Also given to help Dull the Hespero Churen and 
to'tie upkeep of the chtreh and the manse at 
Heke The “Ald was always needy to give to 








any needy project in the community and their 
‘Annual suppers were an event supported and en 
Joyed to the present date. The Hespero Chureh 
fas closed in 18%4 and sold Yo the town of In 
hlsfll. The congregations amalgamated with St 
Pauls Presbyterian Chureh in Eckvlle Thus th 
espero Ladies Ald came to an end after many 
Years of felendship, meetings and assistance 
Svith many worth white causes The lst recorded 
Iinutes abe dated May 7, 19%. 


ESPERO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

‘In 185 Rev. Campbell, who was stationed at 
Bektille, conducted church services, which were 
held In the Hespero.Commoniy Hall, Tae hall 
twas destroyed by fire and services were dlscon 
tinued. 

Th 1898, plans were laid for the erection of 
cenureh bulding and-a very successful, every 
person visitation was made to sollelt funds. The 
{ate Eno Lind, a loeal earpenter, withthe 61 of 
‘olunicers erected the bulding on the property 
donated ‘by G. H. Macdonnel, ‘The board of 
managers consisted of: William Edgar, 
Reginald Tisdale and Robin Hartley. Mrs. G-H. 
Macdoanell was. the organist and she was 
asssted by Mrs. Douplas Snider 

‘A congregational meeting was held February 
10, ands board of managers elected, con 
sisting of: Mr. James “Spence, Mr. Douglas 
Snider, Me. Elmer Cale and Reginald Tisdale 

The ministers during the years were: Mr. 
Eraser, Mise Ruby Walker, Rev. MeGregor 
Rev. D. L. Crocker, Rev. Coles, Rev. A. F” 
Howich, Rev, Kingsley King, Rev’ Glen Marsh, 
Rev. A. L. Sullerland, Mr Ken Grant, Rev 
Peler Walter, Rev, Sheldon McKenzie, Miss Irs 
Ford, Rev. fi. S Hartley, Rev. KG. Knight 
ev. Bob Burfon and Rev. Sidney Chang 

Th 195 a church manse Was purehaged for 
$5000, hrs. Ruth Logan organized a chole whieh 
was an asset {0 the ehuteh. ‘The fist wedding 
Berformed in the chureh was between Mise Mary 
Brown and Mr. Harry Medin, whieh Was pe? 

















formed by Rev 
November 24, 1968 the 2th anniversary” as 
celebrated 

in 197278 many members had moved away 
and tho attendance became so small tal The 
Chureh congregation amalgamated. with 


R. A. Sinclair, On Sunday, 


Eckville. The bullding was soa and moved (0 In 
iste 





‘THE HEWITT STORY 

‘Mr. RG. Hewitt came to Canada in 1908 to 
‘Manna, Saskatchewan, later coming to Condor 
{In i0i8, where he homesteaded. Sirs. Hewitt 
fame to Canada n 191. She was fo come over on 
fhe ‘THtanie, bot changed berths with atl 
friend, so, came on the Empress of ireland wie 
She mursea on. She came fo Rea Deer and met 
Mr. Hewitt and they were married tn the Gaetz 
Churek: She nursed at Condor for a number of 
Sears all tough the fla epidemie, My sister 
Vera was born in 1816, wile my father was 
tverseas, He went over withthe Sith Battalion in 
ni. He returned home in 818.1, George Hew 
was born at Condor In 1919, By mother nursed 
Weih Dr Backus for several years, Our frst 
School was Prairie Rose, north and West of Con 
‘or, 

‘We moved from Condor to Red Deer in 1828 
wnere my mother had's nursing hone and’my 
father worked at the Red Deer Hospital. In 120), 
we went fo Calgary where Mother ran a nursing 
home at labs Wesl Mount Boulevard, en, the 
depression hit, so we moved back to Condor in 
1186. 








i190, 1, George, married Caroline Walsh. Ia 
sil, T went into the Army. My Tather went {0 
Penhold to the. Alrbase. in 1943, sister, Vera, 
joined the navy. After the war, Dad relirea to 
Fed Deer and acid his farm at Condor. In 16,1 
ented the farm, also worked for Prank Barton, 
Tater, Imoved io my own farm at Butte alta 

Tn 1984, Mother went fo. Rose Haven, 
Camrose, where she Stayed until she passed 
away in 964 agea 81. My father went tolive with 

















Vera In B.C. in 195, where he passed avway in 
June 1856. He was brought back to Red Deer 
‘where Moiner and Father rest in peace. 
My sister Vera, Mrs. T- MacDonald and hus 
band live in Vancouver, B.C. (no family) 
(Caroline and'T have seven enildren, Robert, 
Carol, Danny, Gary, Chariotte, Larry and 
Sheila. We now nave sixteen grandchildren 
“Tals Is the life story of my folks as wells T 
‘P'S. Some of our early neighbors were 
Nolgards, Clements, Alberta, Jennings, Waldos 
dnd Wardens, 











‘THE MICKS STORY 
Grant Hicks with hs parents Mr. and Mrs 
Hicks homesteaded #1594415. They allt & 
frame house. They donated the land for Shady 
Lane school: They boarded the teacher for a 
\nille. They stayed only a few years and theit 
land was sola to Macdonnells in Hespero. Then 
they ‘moved away. ‘The house was moved 10 
espero and was in use for many years 


HORNBY, WILLIAM AND ROSELLA 

‘Wiliam and Rosella Hornby came to Canada 
from England in about 1910 and setled in the 
Nateby area with ther two daughters ~ Miriam 
‘ged eight and Una aged five. Thelr son Jack 
Was born three years later, 

‘ter many years of hardships and drought on 
the pratt, Mr. Hornby’ and family moved othe 
Condor district in approximately 1988 about one 
mile west of Conder comer and one and'a halt 
Illes south. By thls time thet dauehter Miriars 
ad marvied Robert Lindsay and they were on 

The Hoenbys moved into a log eabin in the 
middle of thelr quarter. Being close to a Toad 
‘Was no major concer — the roads were only 
muady tras 

‘The cabin was one large room and the 
‘bedrooms were in the atte. They made thei Kv 
Ing there as most others did — they hada few 
pis and rales cows, 

‘However they didn't stay long in the of log 
cabin, infested with mice and the eracks filed 
tet 6ld rags to try (9 keep out the cold winds 
Spring eame in March that year and the crops 
were put in early with horses, By May, @ Dae 
Srowsform arrived, dumping large amount of 
Wet snow on everything. Their next house, 
bungalow was built at the edge of their quarter 
by'Mg. Horuby and his sonit-iavr, Robert Ling 
say. Next eame a large high bark and upoa Its 
‘completion Hob danced the Highland Fling on 
the top ofthe root much to the consternation of 
the womentoik 

‘Mr. Homby was a gardener at heart and upon 
his retirement in 194, when he sa hls fare "0 
his son-in-law, he gardened tohis heart's content 
(ana smal acreage on the same farm. About this 
{ime their daughter Una, went out to work, rst 














at Hespero, then on to Red Deer where she has 
kept nouse for various people since. 

‘Aller @ few years on the acreage, Mr. and 
‘Mrs: Horny moved thelr Rouse fo an acreage In 
the town of Condor. Here Mrs. Horaby was very 
active in thelr ehureh. Mission Circle Group 
Over the years she had taught Sunday School si 
Northup Senoot and again when they moved fo 
town. Mr. Homby was very crippled with 
arthritis and this was their main reason for mov 
Ing to the Twilight Cottages in Rea Deer where 
they resided until thelr passing, Willa in 1957 
fand Rosella tn 198 

Their son Jack Hornby married Elizabeth 
(Betty) unto and lved onthe present Herb von 
Hollen farm during their early marred ite. Jack 
‘was inthe Army’ during the war but never made 
overseas because of a hand injury sustained 
farller. Tuetr son, Howard was bora while they 
lived fa the Conacr area, 





Following discharge from the Army, Jack 
hada blacksmith shop in Condor andateo spent a 
number of years In Nordega working withthe 
falning company. It was fere thelr daughter, 
Berty June, was born Later Jack and his fai 
moved to Condor where he spent a number of 
Sears as.a Grain Elevator Agent. Betty was ac 
liven te Home and Schoo! Associaton and eso 
In Tocal chureh work at Condor Mission. They 
finally took up residence In Edmonton where 
‘Jack ‘worked as a malntenance man at the 
‘Chanes Camsell Hospital, 

“Thole son Howara is married witha family of 
four and is living in Bowden, Alberta where hes 
In the construction business. ‘Their daughter, 
Betty June married Raymond Hillman (ormer: 
Iyvof Eewville), They have a family of four and 
ae presently living In Michigan where they are 


GEORGE JAYES FAMILY 
My Father, George Jayes was bor in 
Powassan, Ontaro. After spending some ime i 
California'as a cook intumber camps, he came fo 
Alberta In 1908 and fook up a homestead in the 
Pitcox district later known as Hespero). 


















































In 1912 my Mother, Mrs, Rachel Tweed who 
was a widaw with two ehlldren, a daughter 
Keltna who later became Mrs. Fred Bott and a 
Son Leland, came from Towa to spend ihe winter 
wath her parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Rasmus, 
her brother Ben and sister Mr. and Mrs. Eli 
Anderson. Here she met my Father who was a 
bachelor, She returned to towa in 1913 and sod 
her home there and eame back te Alberta, bring 
Ing a carload of furniture and a nearly ew top 
Dusgy whlch hadn't sold at her farm sale. She 
ented a_log house” and. ‘Keltha and Leland 
lttended Shady Lane schoo! whieh had been bult 
that year. 

Tn the spring of 1914 Mother and Dad drove fo 
Red Deer and sere married and the next yea! I 
was born, Inthe fal of I8l9 we moved (0 & farm 
Ar Castor. We drove, taking the chickens, two 
ples, calves and camplag equipment on a 
Ravtack, Leland and’ Fred Batt were on 
horseback ehasing the eatle. Weather was good 
And the trip took elght days —adistance of about 
430 miles. In 1847 my brother Elmer (Bud) was 
bora, 

"The frst good crop was hailed out and after 
they had a fe dry years, in 1821 Dad decided to 
‘move back fo his homestead In the Hespero dls 
{tiet, By now Condor Aad a post effice and 
Sore. nthe spring of 1922 Ted to sart school 
land walked the mille and a hal to Shady Lane — 
‘Daa was on the school board for a few years 

in the summer of 1922 my sister Nelle was 
bora, in winters. Dad worked in sawmills to 
Supplement the farm income. 

"Mother passed away in January 199 and the 
same year in May Dad passed away. They are 
‘oth buried in the Lesiievile cemetery. ‘Bud, 
Nellie and 1 went to ve with our brother Leland 
‘Tweed who had recently married Grace O'Neal 
fom fowa, and was living on a farm near Con: 
‘dor. We then attended Prairie Rose School, 

in 1934 I married Ernest’ (Jonnie) 
Rasmussen, Youngest son of fr. and Mrs. Nels 
Rasmussen, ploneers of the Condor and Bluebell 
‘istrets, We farmed. his ‘home place fora 
Slumber of years and in 1943 we moved fo the 
Fawcett district north of Edmonton where we 
bullt and operated a service station and cate for 
afew years, on Highway 44, later selling it and 
buying a farin north of Clyde inthe Nestow area, 

‘We'd three ehldren, the eldest, Gerald 
shop foreman for Finaing Tractor in Nanaimo, 
Bic? He married Ann Gallebers from Big Valley 
and they have three children, Daryl, Lisa and 
Barey. Stanley, the second boy truck driver 
and le presently working for the Goverament 
Gur daughter Bonnie married Curis Wright 
from Vancouver, a heavy duty mechanic; tey 
fave one son Jetfery and ive In the Nestow dis 
feet 

‘iad served overseas inthe Second World War 
and on his return in 1945 started driving a bus, 
Position he stil holds, driving trom Red Deer 19 
Consort. He bought the home place and stl 








farms it, He married Blanche Housen a nurse 
fom Alix and they make thelr nome in Fed 
Deer. ‘They have two daughters, Patrica, a 
huree at the Bea Deer General Hospital and 
Married to Dave Siebold and Shella wos in her 
third year of Univerelty in Edmonton, 

Nelite took a hairdressing course in Calgary, 
and In 1945 married Richard Feastaussen, son of 
Mr. aud Mrs. Ray Rasmussen of the Flatbush 
istrict Nelle and lchard farmed in that area 
for several years before moving to Westlock 
‘here Nelle works at Pembina Lodge, a Senior 
Citizens Home, and Richard works in Clyde for 

felgers, afarin equipment dealer for White and 
Hesston. They have one son, Lee, who ls appren 
ticing’ ta. Westlock at Doherty's garage. He 
Imacried: Penny Grelg and they have one son 
(Greg, Their daughter Janene lives at home and 
{S.cashler ata Red Rooster store in Westloek. A 
foster daughter Virginia ls married to Ray Day 
fang ives In Matsqul, B.C. They have tO 
chilaren. 

‘My husband Ernest passed away in 1975 and 
{buried in the Nestow cemetery. 





JENNINGS, JOSEPH (JO) 
Joseph (Joe), Jennings was born tn 1892 tn 
‘CamGloster Giastersnire, England. Educated in 
‘England until 4 Had his training as a salor on 
the sp Warspte. Transferred to the Merchant 
Servic onthe Warwick and was pety atticer. He 
came fo Canada in 1910 to Carnduff, 
Stekeatchewan living with his sister a brother: 
Inlaw, Beatrice and Sidney Hopkins, They ved 
{na mud Rouse, Just two boys immigrated to 
(Canada fn 1911 and 1912, Horace and Frank. 
Te three boys nomesteaded at High P 
Saskatchewan. Joe Joined the First Canadian 
Division in Regina when the First War roe out 
Honorably discharged in Calgary, March 119 
“n_1919, through the Soldiers Settlement 
Board, Joe bought a quarter section at Condor 
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He married Rosa A. Bridges September 18,100, 
In'St- Lukes Angllean Church, Red Deer 

Mrs. Jennings was born In Finchley, London, 
England, July 7,180 

“Tney fauna times very hard and money very 
scarce. Joe sold his homestead in Saskatchewan 
{or $000, Mrs. Jennings found a good fiend in 
‘Emily Meeres who showed her how to clean her 
first chicken, and bake her fist loaf of bread. 

“Joe was on the Condor school board ih the 
1soi"s and was secretary for U-F-A. He was also 
‘on the executive of the Alberta Wheat Poo 

CChtaren born to Mf. and Mrs J. Tennis: 

Soyee = born June i 1921 

‘Jack — born Mareh 18,1823 — Mrs. Jennings 
almost dled having this baby. The doctor was 
Tate and Mrs. Eastman, the mldvife, helped 
‘mother and baby til he doctor arrived. Roads 
Were ferribie. Dr. Grant of Syivan Lake ad 
hans on all wheels 

“Yeonne — bora September 14,1924 — named 
“yvonne Grant” in teibute to De. Grant Who 
saved the Ife of her and her son Jack previously 

llzabeth Ernlly born Pebraary 25,1927 — 
taught soo! for & number of years, 

rank Henry bora. Maren 16, 1984 — 
drowned in Syivan Lake, 192 

‘Hlchard Joseph — born June 1, 1998 — Jack 
‘and Richard (Dick) both sil farm at Condor 

‘both Jove and Yvonne served in the war 
with the CWA.C. 

“Jack never passed the medical so was not 
altowed 10 go. Joe, the father served on the 
Romeguara. its. "Jennings was an. ardent 
‘worker In the Red Cross. 

‘Ms. and Mrs, Jennings lft the farm in 194649, 
‘and moved to Red Deer. They moved beck in 
1860 fo the original Barton home inthe town of 
‘Condor. However, returned to Hed Deer in 1858 

‘tr. Jennings. passed. away November 28, 
1o7b, har, Jennings resides In Red Deer Nursing 
Home She suffered a stroke seven years ago and 
ts conned fo wheel enair- However, is ll alert 

ind has contributed much as hae her husband 0 
ur country and especially to Condor district. 
She fsa taleated painter and writer but hasn't 
‘been able todo ether very well since her stroke. 








KAIKKONEN, PAUL 

’Paul Kalkkonen Sr of Hespero, Alberta, 1 
‘9.4.5, was born in Finland on June 1 185. He 
Immigrated to the United States of America in 
the early 180s, where he obtained employment 
inva coal mine at Sand Coulee, Montana, He 
Made a trip back to his homeland In the year 
10s, He spent a year there, then returned to 
Sand Coulge where he worked inthe coal mines 
tnt he got hurt in 1807. Upon recovering from 
his injuries he met and married Anna Kalsa 
Waisanea, who also had immigrated. to Sand 
Coulee from Fialand. She operated a boarding 
house with her sister, Lil Holm. A daughter, 
Lyla, was born on December 3, 1811, and one 
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son, Charlie, on February 1, 1913, whlle they 
‘were living in Sand Coulee. 

‘h the meantime Paul Sr. had read about 
homestead land being sola tn Alberta, Canada, 
160 acres for $0. In 191, he and his brother-tn 
la, veret Saarela, came fo Red Deer, Alberta, 
looking for land. Tae land otfice in Red Deer sent 
{them out west to Condor and Leslieville to look 
liver some homesteads that were avalable. Pat) 
‘Raikkonen filed on a homestead one-alf mile 
‘west ofthe Condor Post Otfice and store that was, 
(operated by a Tamily by the name of Al French, 
Everet Sanreia fled on @ homestead eight and 
‘one-half miles north of Condor, oa top of il, 
past the Blueberry Valley School. Paul 
Kalkkonen's other bfothersn law, Matt Ultto 
and wie, were already setied. at Blueberry 
Valley School Disiriet atthe time, so they stayed 
‘with them while looking for land 

Tn July of 1913, Paul Kalkkonen and family, 
everet Ssarela end family, along with Prank 
Holm and family, loaded ‘tholr goods into a 
Tallroad boxcar and shipped them to Red Deer a 
the Canadian Pacide Tailroad was not com 
pleted yet. The three famille drove out from 
Red Deer to thelr homesteads by horse. and 
wagon which they had brought along with them. 

“The rallroad was completed to Condor and on 
to Rocky Mountain House inte fall of 1013. The 
CAR, was already in a the time, past Eekville 
‘and Leslieville and to Nordegs. 

“Later on, attr bullang a house and barn at 
Condor (whieh are stil standing), Paul 
‘Kalldonen and Everet Saarela went working at 
the coal mines at Saunders Crock and Alexo, 
‘Alberta, Four more chldren were born at Con 
Gor ~ Lily on September 11,1814, Paul Jr. on 
Januars 1, 1816, Wille on Marek 25,151", and Ea. 
fie on August $8, 1818. Then Niel was born on 
‘Octaber 15, 1928 at Hespero, Alberta 














In 1919 Paul Katikkonen Sr, bought land at 
Hespero-and moved his family" tere nthe 
Spring of 1921, where They have farmed ever 

‘in 1982 Lydia married Abel Jarvin of Sylvan 








Lake. His parents, Andrew and Sandra Jarvin, 
ad also emigrated from Finland to Aimy, now 
‘own as Evanston, Wvoring, U-S.A, They later 


filed ona homestead in the Bingley Distrit, 
north of Rocky Mountain House, Alberta in 112, 
{nd later moved to Svivan Lake, Abel worked a3 
'mechanie and welder for Joe Untinen In the 
Lakeview Garage in Syivan Lake for 21 years 
Detore moving te he Queen Charlotte Islands in 
Yi to work as awelder, From here he moved to 
Vancouver. Island. Lydia. and’ Abel. are’ aow 
retired in Port Alberni, BC. They have one fon, 
‘George, and a daughter, Etcen 

Geotge has a son, Andrew, and a daughter, 
‘Anne Maria, and they live In Vancouver, B.C: 
Eileen married Roy Darling in 183, and they 
have aon, Robert Norman sind. daughter 
Gale, Eilees and Roy are owner and operator of 
the Svlvan Lake Steam Bath whieh as bull by 
‘Ms. and Mes. Charles Anderson In 197, Charles 
‘Anderson has since passed ateay 

Chale Katkkonen has operated his vm Ser 
vice ‘Station on Highway 1, on the Hespere 
Corner, known as "Charile’s Service”, since 1900, 
‘and on February 24,117 he married Donna Row 
Botham of Syivan Lake. 

Lily married Bruno Kult in 3935.They had one 
daughter, Anna, who marzled Jerry Cumming. 
‘They have three sons and one daughter, Jerry 
dled in Isr. Anna and family are ving in Port 
Albernt, B.C 

Paul married Grace Hall n 1848, and took 
cover the farally farm. Four sons were born to 
them before Paul passed aay of aleart cond! 
tion tn 138, The sons are Eino, James, Albert, 
land John. Grace stil ves on the farm with er 












Wille married Mary Simpson. They have a 
family of one daughter, Linda, and two sons, 
Dale and Glen. Wille is a welder by trade, and 
{hey all lve in Port Alberal, B.C 

‘Bade remained single aad lives on his own 
‘arm tio miles from Hespero, 

‘elo ves in Windsor, Ontario and works in a 
whoo factory there. He has one soa, Nicky. 1S 
wife passed away tn 1964, 


Mrs. Anna Kalkkonen passed away in June, 
16) at the age of 75 years. Paul Kalkkonen Se 
passed away June, 1975, andwas buried oa his 
Birinday, June 21, af the age of 90 yea 











‘THE KANGAS FAMILY — by Wayne Kangas 
‘tier arriving trom Kauhavalla, Finland, 
Matt and Amella Kangas and thelr family lived 
in Eveleiny Minnesota, ‘U.S.A. where Matt 
Worked in the open pit iron ore mines. Ap 
proximately five years later, about 1903 or 1810, 
they came fo Canada, and seited inthe espero 
aisirict, whien was called Piteox until the 
fallroad was bullt trough there in about 1813, 
Arriving also at. about the same time irom 
Bveleth were Henry. Petikainen, John Sutela, 
Walter Maki, John Pykaiainen, Ore ana Henry 
Makela, and'Jack Tubkanen ad families 

‘Mat, (who passed avvay in 118), and Amelia 
(who passed away in 1858) had five children. 10a 
married Howard O'Brien, and lives in Santa 
Rosa, California, with her only” daughter, 
Mllafed, and her husband, Roy 

Flenard passed away li 196. 

Gust married Inja”and lived in Sparta, 
Minnesota, USA. ‘Tielt four children were 
Donald, “Mildred,” Robert, and Dennis. Gust 
‘passed away’ in 1958, 

‘Annie was born in 1901 and passed away in 
agih She had married Jim Krest, and they had 
three sons, Albert, George and'Tobert. ‘They 
{armed in ihe Hespero distri 

Hilla married Dean Reeser and they live in 
Petaluma, California, 

chard Kangas married Saima Ropsfelt in 
about 1813. A weding dance was planned for the 
evening fo celebrate the marriage, when a tra 











sedy occurred. Inthe afternoon, Salma’s father 
tras going fo get provisions for a lunch for the 
ance, when the team of horses he was driving 
an away and the wagon in which he was riding 
fverturned. When the wreck was found, Mr 
opstelt was dead. 

Richard and Saima bought Wilt Horner's 
homestead, (in 87? bir. Horner is ti ving in 
the Senlor Citzens! Home in Lacombe.) Richard 
find Selma had four etildren Joka, Hila, 
‘Wayne and Else 

“John, whe passed away in 1970, had married 
‘visno Salo, He served in Canada and overseas 
seth the Sherbrooke Fusiliers in World War i 
‘They had two sons, John Lorae and Robert 
Wayne. Lorne has his Bachelor of Commerce 
degree and ives in Leduc with his wife, Glenga, 
land thelr four children, Shelley, Vinceat, Selna 
land Nathan. Rabert aiso has his Bachelor of 
Commerce degree and lives in Calgary with is 
‘wife Ann, and their two daughters 

Hilja married Tke Raappana, and lives in 
Sonora, California. They have three daughters, 
Lian: Diane and Ellen, Lilian lives and works 
‘in Modesto, California. Diane has her Bachelor 
of Aris degree and lives in Sonora, California 
‘wich her Husband, Terey Hunt and thelr (vo 
Sons, Forrest and’ Derek. Ellen has twin boys, 
Gary and Jerry and ives in northern California 
‘with ner husband, Carl Kruger 

‘Wayne married Ann Docken and they lve in 
‘Red Deer, He served inthe army for one year in 
Canada ‘with the Canadian Scottish, Regiment 
(Wietoria, B.C.). He obtained a. Coal Miners 
leave in i943, ana he and Ann moved to Alexo, 
‘Alberta, where they lived for 12 years antl the 
{nines closed down, The family moved to Red 
Deer in 1855, where Wayne was a steam 
fngineer, and iater was Chiet Engineer with the 
Central Alberta Daley Pool unt hs retirement 
‘nists, Wayne and Ann have two children, 
‘Wayne John. ana Sharon Ann. Wayne JP. Nas his 
Bachelor ofSeence and Bachelor of Engineering 
Gegrees, and is a Design Engineer with Texaco 
(Canada Lte He lives in Edmonton with his wite 
Iiyna and. daughter Margaret. Sharon has her 
Bachelor of Education degree, and ives with her 
hnusband, Alan Cooper, and thetr daughter Shara, 
In Red Beer 

Elsie married Wilfred Koski and lives in 
Bekville, She ls the cook at the Senior Citizens! 
Home in Eeevibe 

Richard and Salma’s four children attended 
Dalsy Nook School and Wayne remembers the 
feachers that he had: Mrs. Larsen, Mise Dufly, 
‘Miss Uehida, ir Stuart Meeres, Miss Lougheed 
Mr Pavey, Mr Lougheed, Mtr. ones, Miss Hilda 
Lawrence (who married and the next year was 
Mrs. Anderson), Miss llman, and. Mss 
‘Baldwin, Mir. Gibson was inspector of schools, 
Since many of the ebldren ints strict spoke 
only Finnish at home, and knew lite English 
‘When they started fo school, the teachers must 

















hhave had a mote atfcult time than usual with 
thelr begtoners! 

Roads wre almost non-existent, even though 
the road allowances were there, Some of the 
holes never did dry up from one year tothe next. 
‘The ehildren walked to sehool on nice days, and 
ode horseback when the weather was poor 
There were elght grades in Daisy Nook, and with 
ito do students each year, the seats were 
Always ful 

"The Chratmas concerts and the ann schol 
plonles at the end of June were the highlights of 
the year. Mr.G. Frid was always avery able 
chaltman, as was Ma. W. Edgar as Santa Claus, 
‘There seemed to be much more community te 
‘throughout the Rard tlmes and before than there 
Ig now. There were always gevtogethers {oF 
Skating pares, ball games, dances and other ae 
tivities. Dances were very popular, with one in 
fier Hespero, "Evergreen or Condor every 
Week. often 10020 people would get nto a sielgh 
box pulled by norses, and goto a dance. Some of 
fhe lmmediate neighbors were! to the south — 
Maldts, Sleberts, Martinsons, and Cernys? fo 
the west — Wyelkoskis; Kubles, Linds, J Mkts, 
J Keests, and W. Witte; to the east — 
Greenwalls, Ole Andersons, J. Latinens and A. 
Boltons 

‘Wayne says: ",. the hard times were not as 
bad as some poopie’ snake out, It took very ltie 
money to live, and everyone was equal because 
fo one had much ‘money. Wartime rationing 
alan affect anyone, for most of our food was 
Falsed at home. It was easy to get meat trom 
{farmers if one didn’t rale tele own, and purple 
(gas wan't rationed. There was plenty of ea, But 
faybe not enough coffee for the Scandinavians 
that had setied in thls area!” 

There was no question of money exchanging 
hands in payment for work. There Was a 
Teelprocal Work code: one farmer would help 
‘Snother and he would retura the work. 

‘Richard Kangas farmed in the Hespero dis. 
trict untl his retirement fo Ladysmiti on Van 
‘couver Island in 18a. Part of the dlstiet was 
‘covered with lush timber: spruce, pine, poplar, 
‘and some big famarack, as was all of ite west 
‘country. No district history would be complete 
‘without ‘mention of the bigger savralls that 
‘moved. in about the same time as the fist 
Sntlors, They were known by the names oftheir 
Qvacrs: F- Pellerpher, Tibadow, Kerch and 
Bromaing, Hols, Stockwell, Evans Brothers, 25 
‘well as numerous smaller mills, Some sawdust 
4nd slab ples can stil be seen atthe old settings, 
‘Many’ orginal roads were opened by ther, and 
‘the homesteaders, (nearly ail of them), worked 
{or the sasrall outs in the offseason, as ready 
‘eas was hard fo eomeby from any ofher source. 

Tong gone Is the steam whistle, the saw and 
carrlage whine, along with the dust ofthe graln 
threshing machines! 

"As this account Is written according to the 
memories of people sill Uving, say small dis: 














crepancles in names and ilems will have to be 
‘overlooked, 


JACK KELM FAMILY — by Mrs, Kelm 

Jack Kelm’s parenis, the John Kelms, 
emigrated to Canada from Karisru Russia 
406 and took up a homestead at Duck Lake, 
Seskatenewan in 1907 In 1911 the Kelme moved 
lo Medicine at, Alberta, where they bought a 
airy farm on Dunmore Hil After recelving his 
Schooling at Elizabeth Schoo in Medicine Hat, 
Sack worked atthe eandy factory and ata brick 
factory. In 119" the family. moved. back {0 
Saskatchewan and located at Rosthern. Jack 
was gted withthe abllty to "witen” for water, 
Sohe was of considerable help toms father In the 
Well digging business which they established 
FRosthern, tn 1828 they moved to Empress, which 
Ison the Saskatohewan alberta border, afd here 
{hey bought and operated livery stable until 
‘moving fo Calgary in 192T. In Calgary Jack 
Worked tn Spillers Flour Ml 

Mable. Gabriel's. parents came to Canada 
from’ Karlsruh, Russia and farmed inthe 
Siiberfeld district, near Waiahiem, 
Saskatehewan. Mabel's mother was a Vietim of 
the fu in 1918 and her father passed avay as 0 
result of the dreaded epiderde tn 1018, leaving 
Seven children, Mable belag the eldest of them. 
3rs.'Gabelel was only 27 years old when she 
ied, and Mr. Gabriel was 37 years old when he 
ate! 

‘ter a time Mable went to Calgary, where 
she found work atthe Holy Cross Hospital. While 
she was working there she married Jack Kelm, 
‘whom she had own st Rosthera, Jack added 13 
his income by playing hls button accordion at 
dances. From an uncle, Jack, learned to play 
‘many pleces that the tnele had learned fom 
hearing the gypsles play In Russia. (Many of 
these pieces I have ever heard anyone tise 
play.) Jack had ony fo hear a tune played once 
Srvice and he was able to plat perfectly by 

“in 831 we purchased a plece of land from the 
Canadian Pati Railroad, for elght hundred 
Sollars, whch turned aut tobe a hgh peice, 9 it 
turned out to be a rough, rocky, slough-eavered 
farm. Thls was In the Willow Dale district 
Southeast of Red Deer, Jack lett Calgary with a 
{eam of horses pulling a wagon with a rack in 
‘April in order to bulla‘ small shack before tak 
ing the family fo our new home. ‘his took many 
days, as he had to frst nd out Where hs land 
Was jgeated. Then he had to eut a road through 
{wo miles of ber, since ne was the first fo set 
‘e'in this particular area 

(On May 15 Jack came back to Calgary to get 
me and our three smal children. What a trp tat 
Was, to. our_new home! Our youngest ld, 
Phylis, who was one year old atthe time, was in 
4 cast because of broken hip resulting trom a 
falltrom her high chair. Our possessions were 
Teaded onto the rack and covered over with a 
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od tent in such away thatthe family was able to 
Fide and sleep ontop of te household goods. We 
fett Calgary an May’ 18 fr our five-day trip the 
farm. At one point we misted Phyllis, who, we 
ought, nad been sleeping at the back af the 
rack: However, It ued out that she had fallen 
fut ofthe wagon ana was nowhere sight tras 
Impossibie to turn the rack around on the road, 
SorThad to walk back, about three-fourths of 
mle, uti? found her sitting on the Toad, crying 
Toudly, but unrt, Te was quite a task for me 
carry her back fo the wagon, a5 well as causing 3 
‘clay In our travels 

On the third day'of our trip we stopped at a 
farm with the hope of being able to water Out 
horses there. However, the farmer wasn’t able (o 
sive us any water because he was having fo haul 
‘Water for his own livestock, He fold Jack that he 
had been unable to find water on his arm, even, 
though at onetime there Nad been a runing =p 
Ing onthe land, Jack said, "Do you mind if try 
{otind water fOr You?" The man was delighted 
‘with this Idea, and immediately took Jack fa his 
far fo a place where they could. get a willow 
branch. ‘This must have boen some distance 
away, because they Were gone at least half an 
fou. After their return Jack di find a slight in 
diesion of water near their ous, bathe thought 
{hata well thre would not yelasutficlent water 
for thelr needs. Jack followed the vein of Water 
for some distance until he found areal strong In 
dieatlon of water ~ he was haraly able To Rola 
{he willow i is hands! (Ths location turned out 
to be the spring that naa formerly been used on 
the farm.)-The farmer was so grateful that he 
{gave us some oat bundles for theforses and a big 
Sox. of food for ourselves, ‘This somewhat 
Tessened mv annoyance at being left with the 
clare, siting on the wagon for long, and not 
feven knowing atthe time, what was causing the 
Gelay! We never did find out the man's name 
lalthough he learned that our name was Kelm and 
that we were moving from Calgary. Quite 
‘walle ater this we heard that he had ptoned 
Sack’ tater in Calgary, wanting to know where 
wwe had moved, as he wanted to give Jack some 
‘money for his help in getting the water on the 
fn. However, we never did see him again. 

"At about 6:30 inthe evening of the last day of 
our trip fo the farm we stopped at a farm which 
Was about elght miles {rom our new location, 
This was the home of Me. and Mrs. Tom Towers 
(parents of Gordan Towers, who at that time, 
Was just a boy). Jack asked to buy some grath 
for the horses. sr. Towers had no grain, bit he 
{ave us a quanilty of oat bundles for the hoses. 
In veply tohis question a8 to how we were fixed 
{or food ourselves {replied “I've got some flout 
—'ll make some pancakes for us." After hear 
ing this, Mr, Towers went Into the howse and 
‘came out with @ large box containing bread, 
butter, bacon, eggs, potatoes and a gallon of 
fresh fall. Another example of how kia people 
‘were In hose days! 

















We started our venture in farming with one 
‘owt, 25 thighs, a wagon with rack, fvo Roses 
Sida plow. Those were tough years, and if it had 
not been for Jack's accordlon we would not have 
made it, Jack plaved for dances, bitday'an- 
niversary celebrations, amateur programs, and 
Whatever else required a musiclan. He would 
biten walk nine to ten miles with his accordion, 
Sometimes ne would get only seventy-five eats 
for his evening's work, but other Umes 1 would 
be as much as three dollars, which was 00d 
‘roney in those days, He also worked for various 
farmers inthe comminily in return for feed and 
eed 








{Im April of 191 Jack joined the Calgary 14th 
AvmyTanks and in Jane Reet for overseas. The 
hlldren and T stayed on the farm until 394 
‘hen Jack got his honorable elscharge because 
btteaith reasons, We remained othe farm after 
his return unt 1945. In September of that year 
‘Jack had got a farm one mile east of Hespero, 
Alberta, rough the Veteran's Land Act It was 
fhe Norman Bunch farm located an the NW.¥% 6 
SBa.W5Ih. Jack attended the Bunch sale In 
November and agreed at tet fime that Norman 
{nd his mother could rermaln on the farm for the 
frinter, However, We got a call saying that Nor 
Iman had found a place im Red Deer, and were 
‘moving Fight say 

‘Since we wished to move as soon as possible 
“Jack went at once to see the Ted Pisley Trucking 
Company’ about moving us to Hespero. He was 
Informed that the trucks would be busy for a 
week oF two, s0 We thought that there would be 
Pleaty" of time for packing. However, on 

















‘December 2 we got word that the trucks would be 
there the nest day fo move us. We speat all night 
packing. Yeast had been set for bread, and that 
fad to be baked. The ginis were set to churning 
the aeeurmlation of eream Inte butter walle 
‘Sack and Lyle gathered up the cows and calves 
‘and pened up the pigs and crated tne chickens. 
When the trucks arrived at nine o'clock in the 
morning the stove Was stl ht from baking and 
hed’ also’ made a. dish called. Grandma's 
Dumplings."This was Potstoes covered. with 
Dread dough dumplings. 

nthe flurry of getting everything loaded, no 
one over thought about getting me andthe 
thlldren to Red Deer to take the train to espero, 
owe were all dvided among the trucks. Werlett 
for Hespero with the trucks al about three 
Delock in the afternoon, arriving there sot six 
{histy. It was a lovely warm evening, with the 
Wwaler running off the root and a soft wind blow. 
Ing fo welcome us to out new homye."The men put 
Up the stove first, while te ehlldren found some 
‘ld boards fo bur, We got the boxes of food from 
the tuck and Isoen had a meal ready, Including 
the potatoes and dumplings that We had not had 
lime to eat that morning! Of course everyone 
‘Was ravenously hungry, as Well as tired, and Tt 
‘was not ull the nextday that we started to get 
Some order out of chat 

Tint006 we decided fo tear down what had been 
‘clcken coop, When we tore the oor up we ds 
‘covered a small cellar under 1 There were 10 
ight gallon cream cans and some other cans, 
‘slong with basine and sealers, jam cans, and 3 
Tot of tubing, oF pipes. We wondared what twas, 
at first, Jack thought It looked like a stl for 
‘making liquor. We didn’t Keep it, a8 we IRoUg 
‘we might be blamed for having used f, Dut ve 
bften wondered who had live tere and operated 
fhe stand when "moonshine™ business had 
been cafried on 

“Jack and {had a family of six children. When 
the oldest, Delores, was old enough to start 
Schoo! Wwe ived tive miles from the Willow Dale 
Schoo, 30 1 heiped her taraugh the grade one 
Course at hme by means of tne material sent out 
by the Correspondence Schoo of the Department 
tf Edveation in Edmonton. As the other children 
Became eld enough for schoo! they all attended 
the Willow Dale school unt we eame to espero 
land then they went fo the Blue Bell School. After 
{he rural senools were discontinued they were 
bbused for one year to Condor and then finished 
their schooling in Eckvle after the bus routes 
swore changed: 

Delores married Clarence Torsit and they 
‘have two elldren, Lorie Ann and Douglas John 
‘They live at Fort St Jona, British Columbta 

Tipe Joined the Navy i 1958 and is sll with 
te Navy. He {8 now a 1s. Officer. He lives in 
Vietoria, British Columbia, and has never 
married 

‘Phyllis married Nick Sherba, They had three 
chlldeen — Debble, Lynda and Nick Je. Nick 




















passed away In July of 1967. Phyllis now is 
Inartied to Steven "Tonak and they live In 
Calgary. 

‘Joan married Dick Feys of Rocky Mountain 
House. ‘They have one daughter, Rhonda, and 
live In BlackeAlds, Alberta, 

Darlene married Chick Moore, and has one 
son, Carter James. She lives at Calgary. 

‘Dorothy married David Ewing of Big Valley 
‘Their two children are Calmont and Chrlstene 
‘They live at Irrleana, Alberta, 

‘iL 18t0 Jack and 1 sold our farm to Bert Ojala 
and moved to.a home whieh sve had bought In 
Eckville. We were enjoying our retirement here 
‘when, om March 1974 Jack pasted sway 
Suddenly, es a result of @ heart attack. [have 
Continued fo live In my home in Eekvlle and 
Keep. busy with the many” activities of the 
Eojelie and District Eriendehip Chub, of whieh T 
have teen an offleer, and with the Eekvlle 
Hospital Auxiliary. Thave done some travelling, 
{eluding a trip te Hawatl and oneto the southern 
United States and Into Mexico, Ia the summer. 
time {enjoy spending my spare time working In 
my garden. 


KENDZE, CARL 

Carl Kenda was born n Stuttgart, Germany, 
and came to Canada at the age of iL with his 
parents, Jullls and’ Olga. They’ setlied near 
Margo, Saskatenewan, whore they purchased a 
farm. Carl continued bis education in a small 
Country school (May School), There were only 
Seven children envollea at this time, one of the 
ais later Became his wite 

After Hnishing school, Car helped with the 
farming at home, as well as working out for the 
neighbors. ‘athe Tall, he Joined the local 
‘hreshing crews to save money for a down pay: 
ment ona halfseetion of bush land whlch Ne 
Durehased in 1957 

Tn 1808 he married Adela Ziola, Adela was 
born on the homestead of her parents, Rudolt 
nd Wanda (eight miles north of Margo, Sak). 
‘After the wedding, Carl and Adela (Del) moved 
‘nto thelr newly bullt log eabin and began clear 
‘ng land to raise grain and pasture some dairy 
cate, They lived there from 19381911. During 
hat sme’ they ‘had three chilgren, Deanna 
Margaret, Kenneth Ronald, and Marlene Alvers, 
Deanna and Kenneth starfed thelr education at 
Robertson School whieh was situated on thelt 
Tana! 

"847, they decided to go West ~ a yearning 
(cart had always had as a'boy. They sold thelr 
farm'and cate, tipped thelr machinery. and 
Delongings by frejgnt (under ihe setters eect 
program), packed thelt one-ton truck, and set 
Sut for Alberta. Arriving at Condor, Alberta, Oc 
tober 27,1947, iney purchased the former Harry 
Bee farm (See. 4-3)4:5) and moved into thelt 
home March 1, 198. The old house saw many. 
food times, ana in 1969 a new bungalow went Up 
Beside tt, andthe old house went down the rad, 








Since Ken returned to take over the farming 
operations, Cal and Dell purchased a raller and 
fare living on NW 31-28-45 vrhere the old Halt 
Way House once stood, This bullding was run by 
Mr. and Ms, Bell, and supplied overnight Inds. 
Ing for freighters, on the Red Deer te Rock) 
route and shelter for thelr horses, 

“The children attended Prairie Rose School in 
‘Condor (ths school was later repiaced by Condor 
Elementary Sehool) and completed thelr Grade 
‘education atthe Davia Thompeon High School 
bull on Highway 12 

‘Deanna, after completing @ year semester at 
the Red Deer Composite High School enrolled at 
the University of Alberta Schoo! Hospital and 
received her H-N. degree in September, 1861. She 
‘worked for a year at the University Hospital 
After graduation then went to St, Mar)'« Hospital 
in New Westminster. B.C, there she met Ralph 
Bergman, and they were married In 1265. Ralph 
{s presenti a school principal They're setied it 
Delta, B.C., and they have two children 
Christine (age 12) and Grant (age 10) 

Marlene, after completing a semester at Red 
Deer Composite High School, enrolled atthe Key 
Sceretarlal School of Business Edcation, and 
‘Bfaduated in 1963, Sne worked in Edmonton for 
‘Trader's Pinance Company and was later sen 10, 
Dawson Creek as branch accountant. On het 
return fo Edmonton, Marlene met Gerald Beat 
tte and they were married in December, 1915 
GGerty Is the President and owner of Beatie Con 
tractors Li. working on road and oiled con. 
struction inthe Aretle, Alberta, and B.C. They 
fw make thelr home in Edmonton after Wving 
fone year in Inuvik, NWT. 
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Carl and Del stil help thelr son with the farm: 
Ing ‘operations when the bis" ‘seasons roll 
around, bt they enjoy semi-retirement now that 
they have time to enjey camping, traveling, 
playing cards, end dancing. Cart also frequents 
the auction markets —one of hls favorite 
pastimes. Carl passed away February of 178 
[KENDZE, KENNETH RONALD 

‘Ken, oly son of Cart and Adela Kendze, was 
born in Wadena, Saskatchewan, Mareh 2, 188), 








Throughout his schooling he enjoyed and par 
tletpated in most sports. After completing high 
School, ne enrolled at the Southern Alberta 
Schoo! of Teennology in Calgary and graduated 
In Design Drafting in 1982 

Drafting took him to designing pulp mis tn 
Vancouver, B.. fertilizer plants it Trai, B.C, 
{and industrial piping in Edmonton, While ving 
With three buddles ina highrise apartment it 
Edmonton, he and his friends persuaded the 
caretaker io rent the apartment next to them to 
Some girl tenants! He-dld Just that, and that’s 
Where he met Joanne MeAdam, whom Re later 
Married — in April 1968 

‘Joanne is a graduate nurse from the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital In Edmonton, and nad never 
‘even visited a farm until shemet Ken, She enjoys 
‘country life, and loves to continually shock her 
‘cy friends with all her new found knowledge, 

‘When Ken nd his Dad frst formed thir 
partnership Diamond Farms, was chosen ¢5 
the farm name. Ken purchased three quarters of 
land of his own, and he and his family now live 
onthe home quarter. 

Ken and Joanne have three girls — Pamela 
‘Anne. (December, 1810), Heather (June, 1873) 
fand Brenda ‘Marle (My, 1973). They're kept 
Busy withthe eblldren's activites, thelr various 
club and board meetings, curing, swimming, 
Sand travelling 





KULT, HENRY 

‘At the age of 24 years, Honry Kultala im. 
‘migrated o the U.S.A. from Oululannl, Finland 
During the spring of 1804, hele the U.S.A. and 
cathe fo Alberta, where he fled for @ homestead 
‘on May 26 of the same year. Tt was during thls 
time that he changed the name to Kult, dropping 
the Flanish “ala”. 'The original homestead was 
the N.W. 230-3. Ws, whichis presently owned BY 
Mr. Wiliam hicDonel, northwest of Eekvile. 

twas his desze fo return tothe United States 
where te became a citizen on September 18, 1905, 
He worked in the copper mines at Bult, ‘Mon 
{ana,_and afew years later returned to his 
homestead, 

‘On Janiary 10,1910 at Red Deer, he married 
Caroline Wetelainen and settied on the 
homestead. Caroline was born in Savo, British 
County, South Dakota on November 17,1880, and 
fame fo the Kuusamo district in te first part of 
{00 with her parents, Mr. and. Mrs. Peter 
Wetelainen. ‘The Wetelainens had to Teraain it 
Red Deer until spring as the Red Deer river Was 
too high to cross. 

‘As tany pioneers from Rocky Mountain 
House and Leslieville areas had fo travel to Rea 
Deer for supplies, the Kul's beeame well know: 
fora resting place where tne horses were fed and 
Watered as weil asthe drivers. Caroline was an 
ardent cook and always had lots of homemade 
bread and goodies for anyone who stopped. 

“Three boys and two giris were born of the 
homestead, Bruno, Emil, Arthur, Lily and Edna, 











Henry was very fond of horses and always 
had a great number of them which Was a very 
Sccessul venture for him, Walle Henry as 
away norse trading, Caroline kept the home tes 
‘burning, milking cows as well es doing the other 
necessary outdoor dutles. She also made clothes 
for the family needs ~ not using any patterns it 
id not take her very long to ereate a new frock 
for one ofthe girs! 

‘During these Years a lot of sickness and 
epidenales took some lives ofthis fay, APUr 
‘no was born in 1914 dled in 198 a avery tender 
‘age, and Lily who was born In 1816, dled the 
following year 

Tn IIs they sold the homestead, had an aue 
sion tale and moved to the outskirts of Eekvile 
Although Jobs were not plentiful, Henry kept 
busy doing handy-man Jobs, and they always nad 
Poomers or boarders at thelr house. The boys 
‘Were not interested in continulag school it Was 
the decision of Henry to return fo farming. A 
friend of Henry's hed left a quarter of land {0 
mlles north of Hespero for him, so in the spring 
(OF 1828 the family moved to the farm, Adalions 
to the family while in Eckviie were a set of 
tins, Albert and Walter in 1018, the latter d¥ing 
(he ear later. Evie was bora in 182, Wiliam in 
018 and Else in 1905, 

‘Mary and Hannah were bora atter they 
moved tothe farm at Hespero, The Kults bought 
three more quarters of land, bull anew house 
anda barn. Although Henry nad’ acquired 
Miner's Consumption Disease which caused poor 
health, he always had great ambitions. ‘helt 
first ‘car was a 1085 Chevrolet and he_ also 
Decame pariners, with nearby” neighbor 
‘purchasing an engine and threshing mackine. & 
Wallis trator was purchased to replace some of 
The work horses. 

‘Henry dled on May 10,1881 a the age of 51 and 


tet a wile and nine children ranging in age from 














4 baby to the oldest, who was 20. Caroline 
Femained on the farm with her fara” con 
Hinulng with her excellent home life and sav all 
her children marsy” and leave home to make 
Theis on livelinoods. Bruno continued to ary 
‘on the farming along with the copable assistance 
‘this mother and ais sister Hannah, as well as 
ther members of the family coming aver tolend 
‘hand. Caroline dled on May 1, 1869 atthe age 
tr TS years. Henry and Caroline are buried inthe 
Hespare Cemetery 

“The home farm was sold to Gerald Roy of 
Prince George, B.C. by Bruno on October 1, 
2 

‘lost of the Kult families today live around 
the Hespero district, il at Leslieville, Bruno 
retired to Ruth, H.C., Mary’stil at Comox, Van 
ower Island, nowever her husband has been 
transferred to Winnipes for {wo years so she 
may be thereat press time. Edna sn Edmonton 
{2nd Hannah, at me of writing fs in Edmonton, 
‘The only grandenlldren living out ofthe province 
of Alberta are Albert's eldest son Leslie who 
lives at Maple Ridge, B.C., his daughter Linda 
lives at Spruce Lake, Saskatchewan. Bruno's 
Gaugnter Anna an her family live at Port Alber 
Al B.C, and Mary's eldest daughter is ving in 
Wietoria, B.C 


LAURENCE, A. B. 

"nthe year" of 1831, the Laurence fam 
‘moved to Condor from Garnaif, Saskatchewan, 
Hing on the SE a1-38-4-W5, Mr” and Mrs. A.B. 
Lsurence had two sons and one. daughter 
Wesiey, Myron and Ruth 

‘Wes ives in Edmonton with his wife, Fern 
“Tney have one son, Virel, who lives in Edmon 
tonwith his wife and four children, Ruth lives tn 
Summerland, B.C. with her husband, Gordon, 
fad two sons: Ruth Is Mrs. Gordon MeDermot 

‘Mz A. Laurence hada sav mall inthe early 
years. He also aid alot of big game hunting. In 
the yeor of 1901, A.B. sone end daughter went 
tout west big game bunting where they were 
Stranded for five weeks. Since then, there are 
two creeks north of Jack Fish Lake that are 
pnamed Ruth Creek and Laurence Creek, 




















"The youngest son, Myron, and hs father con. 
tinued farming. The mother had passed away in 
108 atthe age of 85 years. One of the many Jobs 
Myron enjoyed was threshing. The erew con 
Sisted of friends and neighbors. Dudley Frith 
Owned the threshing machine and some of the 
fetiows working on It were the Marcenik Bros. 

Bradshaw Bros., PeteLagore, Sam Clement and 
others. The men often threshed for 20 to 90 days 

‘Mi. Laurence sold the farm, later moving 
Ontario, where he enjoyed fairly good health un 
UITOT# when he passed away. 

In 1845, Myron Tartled Margaret Knorr. 
Along with farming, he ld varlous fobs, truck: 
ing, nauling milk, grain and lumber. tn 1952, they 
lef the Condor dstret and moved fo Dovercourt 
‘where they lived for about three years, later 
moving to Syivan Lake where they sill reside 
Myron and Margaret have a family of four, three 
Sons and one daughter. Leonard lives in Sylvan 
Lake with hs wife, Margaret, and two sons and 
{iro daughters, Raymond and his witeLyan nave 
{wo sons and two daughiers, Ron and his wife 
Pat have tree ehildren, Lois Ives in Edmonton 
with her husband Hugh MfePhersan (no fam) 
Myron ‘sll has a great love for horses =o 
‘hanages to keep some on his acreage at Sylvan 
Eake, Hockey and ball are very faverite sports 
The tee sons are also hockey fans and are all 





‘THE GEORGE LEE STORY 

‘Genrge Lee was born in Yorkshire, England, 
September 3, 1882. He left England March 8, 
1008 and sated to Canada, coming to Bolton, On 
lario, where he worked for two years bétore 
Traveling out to Tnnistall, Atberta, 

‘In 198 George wea! Io Pitcox (espero) and 
took’ up a homestead, the N.W. 15.3805 three 
tnd one-half miles north west of Piteox, where 
Aiea Oastrom's home is now. The name Piteox 
‘vas later changed to Hespero, 

(George Went to Rochester, Minnesota. and 
worked on the farm ‘Dr. Chafles Mayo of the 
Yamous Mayo Clinie for ‘wo years. He then 
elurned to hls homestead. at Hespero and 
{armed there for several years 

George remembers well the tines when the 
ploneers had fo goto Red Deer for thelr supplies 
sing a team of horses and a slelgh or Wagon, 
‘The trip took three days — one day to travel from 
Hespore fo Red Deer ~ one day to res the horses 
andthe third day to return home. In summer the 
prairie tals were difieu to travel on as there 
Were many sloughs and swamps Yo eres. 

‘On September 6, 1904 George married Arla 
anderson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. il Ander 
Son of Hespero. Aria was born In LeGrand, Towa, 
USA. and eanme to Red Deve Wither fara 1 
Oetaber, 1907 and to Hespero In the spring of 
‘ee, 

Th 1895 George traded his homestead for a 
‘quarter seciion ip the Evarts district. George 
find Arla went fo Nordegg to work for the winler 











of 1995 and moved to varts inthe spring of 195 
Where they stl reside, 

“They had’ family of three, Gertrude, the 
oldest is employed by the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce in Calgary. Juanita, (Mrs. Ernest 
Viltaay is a Certified’ Nursing Aide, living in 
ekville: Charles farms In the Bars astrict 


LIND, OSCAR AND MARIA JOSEPHINE 

‘Osear Lind was born July 25, 185 ln Hotlola, 
Finland. He immigrated to New York in 1904, 
‘There he met Maria Josephine Sund who was 
‘orm December 25, 188, {0 Helsnkl, Fisland 
She immigrated. to New York arriving in 
Novernber 8. They were united in marriage I 
New York on February 21,1810, 

‘ose fiends had eft New York and 
homesteaded In the Evergreen adistrit. ‘Thelr 
letters persuaded Oscar and Flina 10 visit 
Canada. 

Tewas June 23,1813, when Linds arrived at 
Evergreen to visi Mr and Mrs. John Laine, 
‘Thele homestead, W-1584.W5, Is now owned by 
Frank Dobla, ‘That summer the two aries 
lived in @ one roomed shack. Later in 1913 Mr. 
find Mrs, nd foak s hamestead inthe Hespero 
“istrict, it was an open Winter and very warm on 
December 25,1013, when they moved folive ia 2 
small shack’ someone previously bullt on this 
Inna 

‘Mrs, Lind worked In a hospltal while In New 
‘York, Soom she was very busy acting a8 mde 
‘Many’ babies in ths dstict were born with Mrs. 

{nds assistance. Day and night and in all kinds 
‘of weather she travelled whenever her help was 
needed, She vivily remembers running throug 
the Woods. Inthe “dare to dellver a. baby. 
Sometimes in the winter, she would ride 
horseback, bebind the father, trough deep snow 
tnd its 

“a New York, on December 2,191, thelr only 
‘nild died at lett 

‘Mr and. Mrs. Lind adopted Eino tn 191. 
‘oscar Lind passed away’on February 13, 160 
He is buried In the Hlespero Cemetery. Mrs. 
lina Lind st lives on the farm inthe Hespero 














INDSAY, ROBERT AND MIRIAM 
Robert Lindsay came to Canada, trom 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland at the age of 21, He 
‘macried Miriam Hornby in 1927 and they resided 
Inthe Nateby-Gem, Alberta area unil 1932 when 
they moved to the Evergreen area (the former 
‘Taek Wieks farm). Thett son Robert was one 
Year old at the time. A short time later they 
Imaved fo the Condor area seting on a Hudson's 
Bay quarter drectiy west of the Herb von Hellen 
hone, with their son Robert and = daughter 
Roselia 
How well [ (Rosella), remember the old farm 
bulldings with their corduroy Moors and straw 
roofs that Teaked with every rain and the dis 
touraging years when the hallstorms Mt. Mom's 








concern was always how she would have enough 
money to buy undervvear for us children or 
School, Mom would ride horseback to town for 
froceries or Dad would tile up the tearm and 
{ke the cream and eggs 

“Tareshiag time was ablg event in those days. 
Dad vwould go as spike pitcher for the Dudley 
Frith ig He worked for Rim for a few years ana 
later with the Hert von Hollen ig. The appetites 
sind’ amount. of food prepared and consumed 
‘When Iwas our tura was something agaln 











Northup was our sehool district and the old 
‘one room school witha large round stove at one 
‘end Stood ona plece of. Poland Senior's farmn— 
Spproximately one haf mile east of the Stauor 
ald, and twe miles south of aumber 11 highway 
‘Xnevr sehoo!ovas Bult about 189 oF 19. THE 
teachers during those years were as follows — 
‘Miss Nicholichik, Mrs: G. M. Proud Exickson, 
‘Miss ‘Marion ‘Toletson,-Nirs._Anderson (von 
Holten) and Mr. Bill Kirsch: Dad always foo an 
Bective part In our Vear end plenes. Ths Was an 
xeiting me of homemade ice eream and our 
first taste of watermelon, There was something 
for everyone at these plenles lke the hog cal 
Ing contest won by dim Poland Senior and the 
hustund calling contest won by Mom, 

‘Christmas concerts were. another highlight 
‘uring those years. Days and many hours were 
Spent in preparation for the big night. All the 
parents would bundle ther chilaren in cutters 
End sleds and head forthe school. Bert Avery, 
the Condor post master, was Santa Claus for 
many years? Sunday School and church were 
bela rogutariy tn the school wth Mrs Munro and 
Mrs, Hornby as two of the regular teachers. Ms. 
Gygor and Mr. Glover were two af the ministers 
wwho came regulary during those years, 

1h 1882 Dad took over the farm from Wiliam 
Hornby and we moved the two and one half miles 
feat and north this farm (the present G, Adrian 
farm). There was no moving van — just the 
horsedrawn wagon heaped full of furniture and 
Belongings. Even the eat jumped onthe last oad, 
ftrald he would be left behing 

‘On this farm Dad and Mor worked hard — 
rmilking cows by hand, raising plgs and sheep, 


and lumbering. By this time the old barn Dad 
fad helped Grandad Hornby bulld was starting 
fo lean, so he, Wit the help of our neighbors, 
Ferry Mulroons,speat a couple of enters logs 
ing our bush, He also spent couple of winters in 
Nevdege working for the mining company inthe 
Sawmill area to raise enough ‘money’ 10 {nish 
paying forthe farm. 

‘Dad never did own & car and if he had he 
wouldn,t have Been able to drive t very often on 
the muddy roads inthe spring or the high snow 
Arts In the winter that even forses had fo fight 
to get through. ‘The low areas of the road were 
corauroyed ‘with wood bul often came. ear 
Srashing out in the wee years. Winters were long 
4nd cold ut Dad always kept a years supply of 
Stood ahead for the stove and hester, The ood 
bid oven was the place to foast your fect on a old 
‘inter’ evening! 

PLUMBING — unheard of, Outdoor bities — 
cold and draughiy but well supplied Wilh last 
Season's catalogue, 

WATER SUPPLY — At frst drawn from a 
well by bucket by means of rope and pulley later 
1) pump from a dried well 

Pict "oat olf amps graduatiy replaced 
swith an aladala lamp placed inte mide of the 
table 

LAUNDRY — Washing Machine — first a 
serub board and a tub replaced by a hand pushed 
Washing machine. Dryer ~ the clothes line — 
the out and one in. Iron ~ Sa iron ~ heated on 
{he stove and dda surprisingly good job. 

HEATING — A large cook save in te kitchen 
heated by wood only, complete with warming 
love’ on top ta wonderfal place for drying 
‘eggshells for re-eycling buck (0 the hens) and 
large reservolr at the side of the fire box for 
heating water. 

‘An alrtight heater that gobbled wood, Kept 
oneendot the front room wart. It was nothing to 
fave ie on the water pallon the wash stand on 2 
old morning 

‘About 1918 a new Massey 22 tractor replaced 
the horses for farm work. It also served 4s the 
{analy ear complete with taller behind. In 158 
Dad sold the farm to Fred Adrian and moved to 
the Condor corer, aipectly across fromthe 
Store. Here he kept busy with his garden and 
helping the neighbors at having’ and narvest 
He. He passed avay in July, 1965 at the age of 
‘a. Following his deat, mother sold the property 
tnd moved to Rea Dect, later to Jasper and back 
to Red Deer, nousekeeping for various people. in 
‘January of W97T she retised and resided nthe 
‘Eekyille Manor House until August of the same 
‘year, when she moved to he West Park Nursing 
Home in Red Deer, where she present resides. 

Robert Lindsay Junior Took his schooling at 
the Norihup Sehool and following Grade nine he 
Spent a few winters In the bush camp west of 
Hocky’ Mountain House, Following this, he left 
home to work at Scott Frult In Red Deer for 
Several years. He now operates concessions In 























Red Deer. He married Helen Grove in 1954. They 
have two sons ~ Clare and Brian, both Working 
in Red Deer 

Rosella Lindsay took her early schooling at 
Northup and High School at Condor. Se boarded 
{nCondor wither Aunt and Uncle —the J Horn: 
y's the frst year and by 1990 the school bus 
in for the frst me in thls area It Took a wide 
rea ~ Norihup, Stauffer, Evergreen, Gaetz and 
Dalsy Nook. The driver was Bean MeCarvol 
Following leh School, she attended the Com 
posite High tn Red Deer and after working fo" 
Evhlle at the Bank of Montreal went to Berean 
‘Bible Calege n Calgary then on to Nurses Tran 
Ing at the Holy Cross Hospital, Calgary 

‘She came to nurse atte Bckville Hospital in 
1961 and has been there fll or part time ever 
Since with the exception of two years spent in 
Jasper. She married Albert Ojala formerly of 
Rocky ‘Mountain House, in 1985. For the past 
seven years they nave resided on thelr arm (the 
former J Kelm's) one mlle east and one-half 
mle north of Hespero corner, where Albert [sn 
the farming and welding business, They have 
ne son, Ken, now 11, and atending the Bekvle 
Sehoat 

















LIPKA, THE PIONEER FAMILY — by Wiliam 
Tpke 

"Our dad and mother, August and Auguste 
Lipka, came fo Canada trom Germany on 
November 25, 1908, with thelr four children, 
Ernest, Emily, Caroline, and William, and 
Seliled'in the ‘Crows Nest Pass, Alberia. 1, 
Wiliam, was two years old when { crossed the 
beean, We lived at Bellevue, where Dad worked 
{nthe coal mines, unt 1870, when Dad decided to 
fo farming: a 

He tok up a homestead on the SE 33:7-4.W5 
Jn the Bvergreen dstrict. Mere were no roads — 
nly tralls through heavy bush when the family 
‘moved fo the homestead: We lived ina two-room 
{og house that Daa bull. The floor Was only one 
Diy lumber, andthe knots would fal out of the 
Boards. There were numerous garter snakes In 
those days, and often snakes would 20. Un 
‘dermeath the floor Into the cellar They would 
Sometimes stick thelr Heads through the kot 
holes inthe floor and we would see them looking 

‘Times were very hard, and often wild rabbits 
‘and prairie chickens were our matt food, Dad 
Sill Bad o work inthe mines for afew Years, and 
from the homestead he would walk along the 
raload track to Nordegg. ‘This kept the family 
living and also provided some money sowe could 
Duy'a couple of cows and other things to get 
started farming. Dad bought two oxen anda 
ower machine. ‘The mower woulén't work 
‘When he fred fo cut hay with the oxen, but When 
he later bought two horses {0 use, he found out 
thatthe trouble had been thatthe oxen were f00 
slow in pulling the machine. 

"Tnrough the Years four more children were 
bom = Minnie, Adoiph, Henry and Annie. We 
{ook our schodling in Knowledge and Gactz 
‘Schools, although we older ones recelved very it 
ite edication because of helping at home, dt 
Heulty of getting to school andthe hard time to 
Bet teachers. 

'As we boys grew up, Dad bought more land 
neatby, in the summer we were busy clearing 
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land and breaking horse, in winter making logs 
fand sawing lumber. We operated our own saw 
mil, starting with a twelve-horsepower 
Slatonary engine, and later buying a tractor, 
Shieh we also used with the threshing machine 
{we ought to do our own threshing as well as 
Some custom threshing. 

‘Now the family starts leaving home. Ernest 
married Mary Hollander. and. they” lived in 
‘Evergreen on the SE H1-3-4W5, The Knowledge 
School was on thelr place. Their two ehldren 
‘were Helen and. Albert. Ernest's thst wite 
pasced avvay in 1943, In 1947 he married Mary 
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‘Mogiclka from Fernie, B.C. and had two girs, 
‘Judith and Linda Ann: Due Yo Il health he sold 
ihe farm and they moved to Eckville, where 
Ernest died in 1904, in 199 Juaith-tarvied 
Mateolm Thomson of Gilbert Pialns, Manttaba 
‘where they now live with thelr two boys, Chad 
nd Travis. Linda Ann married Harland Luts, 
Son of Art Lutz, in 187, thus unlting two oa-ime 
families. They now reslde outside of Eckvile 

‘Emily matried ‘Tom Howard in Vancouver 
and they are now lving in Chiivack, B.C. They 
Have one son, Jim. 

Caroline ‘married Otto Edl (son of an 
evergreen pioneer) and had two ehidrea — 
Louse and George. She now lives in Calgary. 

‘Minnie married Steve Huntord from Marker: 
vile, They lived on the SW 3-8-4 WS and Nad Wo 
thlléren, Isabel and Jonas. Minne died in 19% 
Jeaving Steve alone to ring up the two ealaren 

‘Adoiph married Charlotte Marsal, and 
thelr tree children were Erle, Richard and 
Lelie, They lived on the SE 345745, whlch 
they sold n 1845 when they moved to Kelowna, 
BC tolive 

‘Annie married Honry Benecke and they had 
two girls Elaine and Brenda, They lived onthe 
SE SW, but sold thelr farm tn 1972 and 
rized (0 Rea Deer 

‘Inthe year 1838, 1, Wiliam, bought a halt see. 
tio of sehoo! land, Euy2131 WS, in the New iL 
Disteit and started farming on my’ own. Un 880 T 
Bought a new 22 ach breaking plow from Jerry 
MacDonnel He owned a store at Hespero and 
also was a machinery dealer. T started breaking 
fan Yor him with a0 5 Rumely tractor, tum: 
Ing uider brush and trees fifteen to Sweaty feet 
high, at $9 por acre, 

Tull a hore in 1988 and the following year 1 
married Mary Sevmanek. 1 borrowed money °0 
iget married this was dung depression years 
find there was no such thing as golng on a honey 
moon: Durig that time Ifoundft very ditiealt 9 














meet the payments on my land, We sold two. 
YYenrold steers for $I? per head, mareet plas 
round $3 per Nead, and tvegallon cans of 
‘ream for $1.50. I sold a carload of wheat at 20, 
‘ents a bushel, {twas hard fo make ends meet. 

We had oné son, Rudolph, bora in 1938. We 
sold our land at New fil in ii? and bough the E 
Sf SLSTANS In ine Evergreen asteiet from 
Frank Popeck, where we are now living 

1a 1863 Rudolph married Elaine Felt, They 
nave two boys — allan and Kerry. Tam at the 
‘age of retiring; my son Rudolph plans to can 
nue farming 








‘THE MACDONNELL FAMILY AND HESPERO 

‘George Henry (Gerry) Maedonnell was born 
in sshat"Plieox”, Dunbar, Scotland. Later, he 
{amily moved to Landon, England, where Gerry 
finished his education at Dultich College. After 
Serving in the South aftican War and spending 
Some fime.on the London Stock Exchange, he 
‘came out fo tis country with his brother, James 
‘uw. "Jock" Macdonnell_In 180d.” They 
‘Romesteaded west of what Isnow Hesperd. Af" 
Years later, the brothers and the late Frank 
Pearce opened a general store, on. Jock’s 
homestead and names it "Pitcos” after thei 018 
home in Scotland, Mr. Pearce withdrew from the 
‘Hem a Tow years later 

Piteox Post Office opened, In the store, on 
April 18, 1908, with G. Hl. Macdonnell 2s post. 
Imaster, receiving the mall on 2 seroweekly 
‘ass via Mr. A.C. Foster, whe had the contract 
to haul the mall from Red Deer. At this time 
everything for the store was “ielghtea’” by 
‘Wagon from Red Deer by way of the Burnt Lake 
Trail, 




















With the coming of the Alberta Central 
allway In the spring of 1814, the Macdontell 
brothers decided to bald closer to the raliroad, 
Business vas carried oa af Pitcox until the new 
Store was completed. The store opened in 1916 
with a'danee in the warehouse to mich people 
fame from mlles around In bugiies, democrats 
Sand wagons. Instead of Piteox, the railway 
hamed the nest hamlet “Hesperd™ Jock Mae. 
onnelt and'his wile lived above the store and 
‘Jockran the store until his death in 1818, when 
‘he fin epidemte was ats helt. 

‘Now the frelght came out on the train and it 








was just @ short haul from the station to the 
Store, Atter Jock’s death, Gerry and his wife 
imovea tothe store and Gerry ran it successfully 
Unt he retired in 1945 due to il health, He was 
Postmaster, Justice af the Peace, Registrar of 
Births, Marriages ana Deaths. He was one of the 
cearllest agents of both the Cockshutt Plow Com: 
pany and Imperial ll Limited in Central Alber 
{He also farmed several quarters and in the 
Carlier Yeats ran a considerable number of 
Stock. During the World War Il, he worked hat 
tn the Vietory Loan Drives, gave generously 
{oany enterprise forthe good ot tne community 












































the Hespero Church and the Hespero Hall were 
rected largely due to is efforts, For more than 
SOyears, Gerry fook an active part inthe werk of 
the Masonic Order in Red Deer. Gerry dled at 
Hespero on December 29, 1947, at the age of 68 
Family 

RIS. Erilly Macdonnell, the boys’ mother, 
ccame out from Londoa, England, to be with her 
Sons, and lived in the Piteox house adjoining the 
Store. She was well known in Red. Deer. She 
belonged o ine .0.D.F, and took a great interest 
{nworldatfalrs Her hobby on the farm was rls 
Ing baby chicks and she usually hed chicks 
earlier than most people. Her cook, Emma 
Evans, came from London with ner and cooked 
for the men on the farm. Emma later married 
Mr. Dave Cloniager and they lived at Pltcox 

‘George Henry (Gerey) Macdonnell married 
Lily” Walker in 3913. Lily was the youngest 
Gaghter of Mrs. A. B, Walker who had come 
fu from flnburgh, Scotland, with her three 
dlaughters to jin her four sons and sete inthe 
Evaris strict in 1908. Gerry and Lily made 
thelr Home on the farm st Pitcox. They had iaree 
daughters, Bunty, Marjorie and Geraldine. Ban 
fy ana Marjorie were born at Plleox and 
Geraldine (Dean) at Hespero, On this latter oc 
fasion, Dr, Richard Parsons came the 30 males 











‘rom Red Deer ona bilezard night in October. In 
those days twas not uncommon for Dr. Parsons 
{ovcome out im all Kinds of weather whenever he 
was needed. ‘The Macdonnell gels took their 
Schooling af St. Joseph's Convent In Hed Deer 
‘They got home once a month by train and on 
these Journeys Laura and Norma Norton looked 
‘ster them as far as Benalfo. As roads Improved, 
‘and’ schoo! restrictions relaxed, They got Rome 
more frequently by car or Sorensen's Bus. 

Bunty Macdonell married Ralph Nelson at 
espero, Alberta, October 14, 140. They made 
their home tn Bani! where Ralph owned and 
bperated the Magnet Meat Market. Ralph was 
fetive in the Masonic’ Lodge, the Kinsmen's 
‘Glu, curing and worked untiring forthe eree 
tion of the Bantf Recreallonal Contre. He dled 
March ‘4, 1968, af Bani, Bunty sil llves at 
Bani 

‘Marjorie Macdonnell, after three years ser. 
vice in the Women's Division of the RCA. 
married Rev, Earl F. Smith at Halifax: N.S 
‘August 21, 195, They have resided in diferent 
Presbyterian Presbyteries in Eastern Cana 
and now Earl is minister at Park Lawn 
Presbyterian Cureh, Teington, Ontario, They 
have two ehilaren. Michael Dean Maedonnelt 
‘Shnlta born 19, married Eleanor Ford in 197 at 
Whitby, Ontario, Dean now has a teaching post 
ton in British Columbia, Marjorie Lou (Louee) 
Smith, born 1990, married. Michael Baratl at 
Brockville, Ontario and lives in Mississauga, On 
{ario, The) have two children, Mark Jonathon 
Barai, bon 197, and Michele Anne Barat, born 
1th 

Dean Macdonnell married Norman . 
‘Toseland at Bangt October i, 1862, They ved In 
Calgary and have two daughters. Evelyn 
Doroity (Lina) ‘Toseland ‘born 1865, married 
Bob C: Hartog in 197 at Calgary where they 
feside, Geraldine Sisan (Gerry) Toseland bora 
{i60 In Regina, Sas, living at home In Calgary. 

Mrs. Lily Macdonnell married John Watson 
of Bvarts, Noversber 7, 1962. Me. Watson passed. 
‘away April 23, 195, Lity now resides at Bent 

“Tames A, W. (Joek) Macdonneli married Hat 
tie. Walker I 1900 at Evarts, Alta. Hate had 
ome out from ainburgh, Seodand vith her 
‘mother, Mrs, A-B. Walker, and the family tothe 
Eevarts’dlstict sn 1906, Hattie was The eldest 
sister of Lily (Walker) Macdonnell. Jock and 
Hattie lived at the Piteox store until 2916 when 
they moved to Hespero and ved above the store. 
‘They had two daughters, Frelda Bell and Grace 
Emily both born at Pitcox. Jock died in the fy 
fpldemic of 1918 at the age of 8. He was well, 
Ikea in the store and will be remembered for his 
‘kindness and genlallty. He played the mandolin 
land inthe early days played the violin at dances, 
Hattie and her daughters lived in Red Deer us 
moving to Liverpool, England. In 189%, she 
Feturned to Canada, living In Vietola, B.C. and 
Inter at Red Deer, Alta Hatte died in Rea Deer, 














at the nome of her sister Mrs. Annie Wright on 
‘May 24,1980 at the age of 73 

relda Bell ‘Macdonnell married BU 
Sangster in London, England in 188 and lives st 
Carshalton Beeches, Surrey England, They have 
fo children, Andrew and Margaret, Andrew is 
arsied and has three children. Margaret 
{eaches school in the south of England 

Grace Emly) Macdgnel aried Wibur 
Knolt of Edgerton, Alberta. Taey have two 
children, Shella and Davi, Shela married Fred 
Calvert of Walnrigh, Alberta, They have {0 
‘children, David, who's interest sn cattle, ves 
‘onthe family farm, 
Events 

‘During the First World War the Red Deer Red 
‘croas Society sent out sewing 40 be done, By 
Jamas, hospltal gowns, ete. Lily Maedonnel ad 
‘ther ladles in the dlsiiet would gather at each 
‘thers homes for an afternoon of sewing, each 
traveling by buggy and taking her own hand 
Sewing machine along 

"nthe spring of 1821 there was an epidemte ot 
measles. rs. Joe Nelson, Miss Sophie Lund, 
Miss Florence Sininger, Bunty and Marjorie 
Were alll They were taken tothe Macdnnel’s 
former home on the farm where Mrs. Banton and 
ily Maedonnell nursed thers. after everyone 
‘wat better the whole house was completely 
Fumigated, To. give Lily arest, Mrs. Erally 
(Granny) Maedonnell ok Bunty’ and Marjorie 
fo the Piteox house, sere she had continued (0 
lives They had onl been there a couple of days 
when a soo led chimney started afire. Over at 
Hespero the Macdonnelis were alerted by a man 
Yelling “ire. Gerry searched the store, hen 
Hinally looked out the window and save the old Pi 
‘cox house and store in flames. He Immediately 
Snddied a horse and rode the half mallee Pitcox 
fand was thankful fo ind his mother and gins 
Safe. He (ied fo help Mr. MeDougall, the Rired 
‘man, contol the blaze but thls was hopeless and 
the teame bullding burned to the ground in no 
ime. Meanwhile, Lily and Laura Giselman ran, 
over trom he sore, (wading tarough te swollen 
reek) to find Granzy Macdonnell and girs st 
fing on sofa outside the hen house, bundled in 
‘winter coats over thele Might ate. Ths sofa and 
‘one drawer of linen were the only things saved 
Granny Macdonel lost everything: she moved 
Into Gerry's house on the farm bul she never 
Feally recovered from the shock and oss. She 
‘led in March 122 at the age of 2 

ThiWas many yours before church services 
were held regularly at Hespero, atone time, ser 
‘ices were held inthe Macdonell’ dining Foom 
hove the store. Rev Alexander af the Anglican 
CChuren came ina buggy trom Rocky Mountain 
House to hold these services, At another period, 
cchureh services were held in a small bullding 
‘sed fo collect cream cans ready for shipment on 
the train, At thls time wooden planks resting on 
hall Kegs acted as pews for the congregation, 
Fortunately, this arrangement was temporary 














and eventually services were heldin the Hespero 
hal. For many years, student ministers served 
the community. On September 28, 1858, small 
Presbyterian Chureh was dedicated Ithad been 
‘bull by sesidents ofthe ares. Mr. Campbell wes 
the Presbyterian Minister at tna time, ving at 
Eckville, Alta, For years there was quite an ac 
tive congregation but times have changed and 
people have moved and now the emurch has been 
‘raved to the Install Historteal Museum. 

The Hespero Hall was bullt in the 190° and 
was the hub of community activity, being used 
{or dances, church services, political meetings, 
pure stows, sewing classes, weddings and 

leture shows were looked forward to with 
great antleipation. Mr. Jake Helatz would come 
‘vith hs sient movies. Uafortunately, hs equlp 
eat frequently broke down and the audience 
‘as left in suspense, inthe dark, wile he went 
butside vo startup his generator again. At tes 
like these he backless wooden benches became 
llmost unbearable. “Pelix the Cat” was the 
comic strip, rurely the whispers of “Mummy 
Sat dace i say?” must have driven the adults 
‘wld, The frst “tattle” was a real event 

‘Two of the many outstanding events held In 
he hall. Were the Annual Dance held {0 
November and a Masquerade dance held on St 
Patrick’ Day. On bath these occasions people 
‘ame from all he surrounding communities and 
for the masquerade most came In costume. Tt 
twas also the er ofthe Box Social, and the Three 
‘Ret Play, with very goodocal talent, was always 
looked forward to. Musie for the bigger dances, 
‘was suppiled by” Ernest Kinna's Orenestra. oF 
Harold Bones" Ovenestra from Rea Deer. May 
12, 1887, was the coronation of King George VI 
This reat occasion was celebrated at Hespero 
with big fireworks lspiay" and dance. The 
Hespero Hall was fled to capacity and a great 











time was had by all. The hal burned down in the 
Spring of 1908 and was immediately replaces, the 
men ofthe community dolng the constraction. 
‘Macdonaell Bros. General Store was sold io 
‘Lorne Gordon, im 106 and. eventually: burned 
own in 1858. Through the years many people 


‘worked in the store andthe nouse, names slp the 
Memory but afew we can remember; 1913 
Maggie Robertson worked in the house during 
the flu epidemle; Lotte Lund who dled of the fi 
In'1818; Joe Nelson; Sophle ‘Lund; Laura 
Giseiman: Florence Sininger; Hela Worl: Bert 
Spearing: Fred"; Couplana Currie. We wil 
always remember ‘Hilma Sutela beating her 
Gelicous chocolate cakes, and the many’ years 
Sennie Cursie spent with us. Mr. Cal Flcteher 
willbe well remembered for more than 20 years 
Serving in the store 

Jn the Pitcox days dry goods travellers came 
from Winnipeg. with trunks of samples. ‘They 
‘rove to country polnts ina democrat andstaved 
tvernight, usually with the store Keeper's fam 
ly. They’ eame every’ spring and fall with 
Simples of the next seson's goods 





MARTINSON, HANS PETER 

‘My dad was born April 21, 189, in ford, 
Iowa, U.S.A, only son of Andrew J. Martinson 
and as four sisters. The year of 3812, he decided 
fo come to Alberta, Canada, and get a 
homestead. His father’ got home prepared 0 
Sart out for_a new adventure wit machinery 
land household supplies, four mules and two 
horses, He had fwo boxcar loads. His youngest 
sister, Alma, age 1, decided atthe last morent 
that she was coming too. ‘They arrived in 
‘Medicine Hat and homesteaded 15 miles from 
Sullled,. Alberta, A four-room house,. barn 
thicken house and granaries were Bult. In 1813, 
he sent for his childhood gint friend, Geneva 
Alice Shilling: She arrived with her belongings In 








Medicine Hat, September 10. They were married 
the same day. Dae had driven to Medicine Hat, 
Si'miles away, to meet mother and to thelr new 
ome they went. Their first hardship was to get 
tater, Dad dug many wells, nearly 10 fet deep, 
but at last got one that was good, one and a batt 
files from hon, in alow spot, This meant haul 
Ing water, whieh they ld, They always had afew 
ili cows, chickens and. pigs. Though Dad 
farmed many acres, there Was never enough 
Mnolstare to Rave good crops, There was always 
feed. Every fall fhe took his (eam and rack fo 
‘Saskatchewan for the harvest season. The best 
‘crop was received in 1816, Dad and Uscle Jason 
‘Worked at any job they could find. 

iis sster stayed with them for several years 
refore going 10 work. in Medicine Bat: She 
‘arsled a young man from Brooks. 

in August, 191, thelr fst daughter, Evelyn, 
arrived 

‘Grandad Martinson came to vist his son in 
the spring of 1915. He liked the country but 
thought the family should look for a better farm. 
[AS new neighbors were moving in all the time, 
Dad decided to stay. Drier years resulted in less 
crop and poorer gardens. 

another daughter, Meryle, arrived in July 
amt 

‘By 1900, there was scarcely enough teed for 
the increaved number of livestock. Dad found 
‘Work, though It meant he was away trom home 

Tn’ another daughter, Alle, Was born. 

Dad journeyed to Red Deer tot fond land 
with a better water supply, Here, he was told 
there was land for sale 49 miles west He arrived 
In Hespero and borrowed a saddle horse ta look 
round, At the Hespero store he learned of land 
for sale five miles south. Pal Laybourne and 
Sohn. Wiyakoskl owned the E I1se-4W9 and 
trished fo sell it After checking it over, Dad 
ound the NE. quarter was mostiy brush with 
About 20 acres bare. The SE quarter had some 
food timber withthe est mosly brush. A short 
{distance trom the Toad, whieh Was only a cut 
line, was a flowing spot of Water. He decided thls 
hha'to be hs new Home. He made a down pay 
‘men! and retumed hom. 

He srrote his dad that he had found a nat sec 
tion of land with lots of timber for lumber, good 
Soll and water. Grandad sent the balance of 
the money and we owned the land by January, 
10a, 

“Fnat spring, Dad put his prairie crop in. He 
loaded his horses and machinery ana headed 
northwest. He broke a plece of land, bult a four 
oom log shed. and dig a well only 28 fet deep 
‘vith lot of water, Ia the fall he returned south (0 
{ake off the crop. We salvagea all tne lumber 
from barn, granaries, shed and house. We even 
{ole the fences, We arrived at Hespero on April, 
Gr uses, accompanied by = young neighbour 
feo 

‘Phil Laybourne and several others met us 
‘with sleighs and horses, tomove my mother, (60 














sisters and the household effects, Dad, Henry 
lind [rode our saddle horses to drive the eatle 


And horses fo our new home, 

twas so different from the prairie. I wa 
closed in with bush. There was Ro place tohave & 
horse race. We could not see. our. neighbor's 
Dulldinge but We had lots of water and fire wood, 
twas enly two miles to Gaetz seaool 

‘Dad started clearing and breaking land, He 
cut lumber during the winter. There was a 00d 
‘Sawn, owned by August Lipka and Sons, only 
Seven miles from home. 

‘that summer we had a good garden, grain 
and ots of wid’ fruit suchas. raspberries, 
Saskatoons, cranberries and choke cherries fot 
jelly. We had good. nelghbors to visit-and 
everyone helped each other. The years seemed 
fo fiy by, with a good ilving. Dad dia custom 
‘woth with hs grinder and sawing oulfts, Farm: 
tere worked with horses and slip, bullding roads 
to help pay Taxes. 

‘Another daughter, Virginla, arrived in 
November, 1994, The NW of Tl Was leased for 
pasture in 125, He pastored eatle for his 
Reighbors and was able 10 milk same of ther, 
‘Te fall of 1995 was very wet, with nearly 100, 
acres of grain 10 be harvested. A stationery 
‘engine was installed on the binder to Fun the ca 
‘Yas, and skids were placed under the bull whee. 
Eight horses were Needed for cach fout-hour 
shift, Thus, Dad's grain and some of the 
Aelghbor's was harvested. The motor remained 
tn the binder for several years when teavy erops 
proves 

"in November, 19%, another sister, Ruth, 
arrived, 

















‘Wead visits from former neighbors from the 
prairie, Dry weather and no crops forced some to 
Fave. However, many’of them tnoughtItwas too 
vet here and went fartner south. Others bought 
Tana nearhy 

‘We had a well drilled 44 feet deep, whieh 
proved fo be 8 owing well, 

‘On returning from school In March 1928, our 
dad proudly announced the arrival of a’son, 
Floyd George Andrew, named for hls grand 
fathers 


Dad bought a stationery hay baler. He did 
custom work, and his winters were spent away 
{rom nome baling haj- A Model A Ford car and 
two-wheel taller was purenased. It now became 
‘my ob to supply Ded with baler wire, gas and 

‘our new barn was completed in 1882. Gran 
ad Martinson visited. and enjoyed our new 
Home, He saor us breaking land with 12 horses. 
Dad raised horses and broke young ones fr his 
neighbors. He never owned a factor 

‘Another son, Melvin, was bora in Apri, 18. 
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Dad received a Government order to bale 
hay, straw and greenteed forthe dried-out areas 
tf Saskatchewan. He Was away from home from 
February ill May. T seeded 180 acres af crop, 
with four horses oa the seed aril, flowed by 
Tour horses on the packer 

‘Dad returned to Mild, Towa, fora vist his 
first since leaving in 1812, 4 lover of odeos and 
horse racing, we had a farm rodeo, complete 
wrth ball gannes, at our farm each sureer 

‘Tn the fal of 19S, we lost our home By fire. A 
new home was started inthe spring. We had just 
moved into ft at harvest time, when we lost our 
crop by hall. Flelds were under waier and 
brllangs were damages 

‘On September 4,1, Dad passed away at 
years of age, leaving Mother with seven 
Bhilaren. Evelyn was tien married to Wiliam 
Phelps and had one daughter, Marte 

i 1899 Mother had sale and s01d the farm. 
‘She moved to Saskatchewan where she married 
Andzew Holm. ‘They had one daughter, Ruby, 
‘ow Mrs. Peier ‘Chermaveky, she hes elght 
enilaren 

‘Mother passed away April, 2975, a 2 years. 
Stepdad, andrew Holm, pessed away July 22, 
3805, at 80 vears of age. 

‘Merie Martinson passed away from cancer in 
a 





Alice, Mrs. Fred Birds 
Saskatchewan, has five sons. 

Virginia, Mrs. Tom Hudson, of Summerland, 
BC, has four children 

‘Ruth, Ms. John Bourne of Penhold has tive 
nian. 

‘Floyd married Yvonne Greenwood and they 
have four children 

‘Melvin (deceased in 1959) married Marion 
‘Sands and had three children 


THE MATT MATTSON STORY 
Matt Mattson eame from Finland in 1925, He 

travelled the eountry from coast fo coast for a 

{ew years and then stlied inthe Eekville area. 

18 199, Aino Nislla came from Finland and 
they were married the following year, ving at 
‘Anil Belika's for a year. After that moved {0 
Mr. Anola's homestead whieh they rented for 
nine years. In that time, fal of 198, we had 
‘moved to Richard Kangas’ place for one yea 
‘Then we moved back (9 Ar. Abola’s place 

‘Oscar and Helen started school In| the 
Evergreen District, The name of the school Was 
Knowiege, We had four and @ Ralf mille to 
‘School. twas eloser to cut across the swamp and 
bush where Matt marked the trees, s0_we 
Wouldn't get lost and it was about two miles 

"Mat ikea horses and would trade them for 8 
better or worse one. And maybe there Was & 
olla or two init. And besides tht, he farmed 
find had a few head of calle 

‘We had a Tot of good neighbors. There was 
always aelpiag hand when necessary. Mate and 
‘ino had si children who were bora here. 

in 10 we moved to Bughtview District and 
made thelr home on the NE 2245 26W. Larry 
TEanIE Nad moved us there. isle was bora here 

‘Oscar is single, residing on the farm. 

Helen married Viano Havanka, and they live 
at Falun, They nave three children. 

Violet married Ken Kaiser, and they live west 
ot Wetaskiwin ona farm. ‘They have (wo 
hilaren 

‘Paul married Maryann Scholze, and live in 
Edmonton. They have thvee chllaren 





of Prince Albert, 
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Lily was born in Bekville in 1987, deceased in 
8 

dna married Melvin Havanka, They have 
four children, Edna deceased 15 1963. The 
bhilaren live iz Edmonton, 

lsie married Gus Stephan. They live on a 
farm west and south of Wetaskiel ana have two 
children 

Matt Mattson passed away In 1961 at the age 
ofS lcs Maton lives on the farm with Oscar 


‘THE McCUISH AND McCREIGHT FAMILY 

‘Mrs. Minnle MeCulsh was orn and grew up 
in northern Ireland. Her family consisted of 2 
Son by her first marriage, Stanley MeCrelght, 
born in Manitoba, and a daughter and son by ber 
‘second marriage, Nova and Bill MeCulsh, both 
form at Hanna, Alberta. Ms, McCulsh lost her 
‘test husband at Hanna in a drowning accident 
Her second husband also dled at Hanna four 
{years belore she came fo Ekville. The family 
moved from the Hanne area to Feiville during 
fhe winter of 19971888, fo the farm previously 
fumed by Re H. Edgar f Red Deer, This tarm is 
focated one mie east of Hespero on the south 
sae and adjoining No. 11 Highway 
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‘Only about halt the land was under cult 
‘Hom, 20 the first few Years were devoted to clear 
Ing the land and breaking on the balance of the 
farm, Besides growing grain, they ralsed cattle 
fd hogs and milked quite a few cows. When 
farm labor became searce after the war, they 
‘Siscontinued milking, and a few years later sold 
fhetr livestock and sent Into grain farming ex 
tlsively. About tis ime, also, they made the 
Seiten from the older way’ of harvesting fo the 
‘oder method whieh dd not require the extra 
Help necessary with the threshing machine. In 
TAME, they began harvesting with & combine, a5 
{ia many others about the same time. 

“The immediate neighbors living on adjoining 
farms in those early years and who have since 





passed on were: Mr. and Mrs. Doug Salder, Mfr. 
End Mrs. Jim Spence, Alex Ross, Mr. and Drs 
Wiliam Cole, 0. . Miller, Joka Cordon, George 
Currie, Cart Barhan and Jock Morton (wae ved 
fogether at that time) and Mr. aad Mrs, Bd 
Searela, who had the Hespero Service Station. 

“Many changes took place during the lie that 
the’ MeCulsh and. MeCreight farally lived at 
Ekle, some ofthe most noticeable being the 
Jmount of land that was cleared and brought un 
fer cultivation. The roads were greatly im. 
proved; nearly all were gravelled and some of 
fhe most important ones were paved. Tae rural 
Schools were phased out during the middle 5's 
in favor of centralization, and the children were 
taken by bus toa consolidated school in a central 
location, ‘Tae municipalities were also phased 
but in favor of the County System about ths 

"The coming of the modern utes was 
possibly the most Important event, Rural ele. 
{iticaton in that aistrit was eompieted and put 
Into service by the spring of 188. The areival of 
the rect dialing telephone system ‘with the 
buried eable in Afarch, 1967, was a great Im: 
provement over the od sive, The organization of 
Rigas co-op was (he next thing fo benefit the ds 
{let The work onthe pipeline was started inthe 
fall of 197, and early In the new year many 
farms were using natural gas. 








In 190, Nora MeCuish married Jim Hartley 
youngest son of Mr, and Mrs. JC. Hartley of 
espero, Jim served overseas withthe Canadian 
‘Aviles during the war, and returned home in 
16, They had ene sau, Same. The family lived 
fat Hespero unt 1858 when they. moved 10 
Gaigary, where Jim dled 10 years later. Nora 
Flatfey and her son stil reside in Calgary. 

‘Mss. Minne MeCulsh, who lived fo a good old 
‘age passed avray inthe spring of 1987, and Was 
Dred im Red Deer 

Stan MeCreight married Betty DeLong, 





formerly of Lacombe, in 1958, and they have two 
‘tilézen, Joan and Hob 

Bl MeCulsh and Stan MeCrelght operated 
‘els farms asa partnership under the name of 
MeCulsh and MeCreight during their entive time 
at Eekvlle, Stan MeGrelght sol his farm to Dr 
RL Hay of Rocky Mountain House inthe fll of 
1902, and moved with his wife and famlly {0 
Calgary where they stil reside. BIN MeCulsh 
Sold hls tarm the same fal fo Ralph Bruinsma, 
And also moved to Calgary where he estdes with 
iis sister, Mrs. Nora Hartley, and her son 





MeKELLAR, WILLIAM D. AND BEULAH 

Willi (Bill) Dunean MeKellar was born at 
Glencoe, Ontario, December 28, 1910, the second 
Sonot Neild. and Gertrude MeKellar Lite) He 
ame west t Jenner, Alberta with his paren in 
SIT where they farmed unt 1925 when they 
moved fo Turner Valley and bought a section of 

ind south-west of fora. Hs mother died In 1925, 
and is) buried in Jenner. His sister Flora, 
‘married Elmer Musgrove in 15 and stayed tn 
SFeanee, She sat present living in Brooks, Alber 
ia. brother, Andrew, returned to Glencoe and 
In’ 1935 was killed. whlie riding a bicycle. His 
Younger brother Alex, married Edna’ Steen in 
28) and they ive at Drayton Valley, Albert. In 
September, 1894, Bl married Beulah ae Steen, 
setond daughter of Carl and Florence seen of 
Turner Valley. They lived at Turner Valley Until 
187 when thele house burned and they lost 
everything they owned 

‘Rovalties in south ‘Turner Valley was Just 
starting a a town then and they Bull Rew 
house there. Bl worked for Brown, Mover, and 
Brown. in i80 he went To work for Dominion 
Dulling on their rigs and worked under Ralph 
Binning unlit 1843, at whieh time they moved 
back te Ravalties. Ar this ime they were geting 
tired of moving every few months — they Bad 
lived at Patella, New Brigden, Chinook, Taber 
‘ind Cardston sometimes moving tee fo some 
Of these towns, tobe nearer to where the Tig 
‘worked. In 1943 having saved enough to make & 
payment on a farm, they pleked Condor, as the 
nl Tooked good eventhough it was ralning hard 
that day-and the Toad to the farm sas im 
passable. They boughs the S.E. 98-885.95 which 
Was ob Blalr’s homestead. The road trom the 
West country to Red Deer had atone time gone 
"ght through the quarter and could still be seen 
at that time, 

They conilnued to live at Royalties unt 1946, 
when they maved {0 the farm ‘whlch had been 
Fented fo Clayton Galarneau, Mrs, Galarneau is 
tne ormer thel Bradshavs. However as there 
‘were only 2 acres cleared since they were farm: 
Ing with horses when the Ledue Oil Field started, 
Bill went beex to Gil Work Inthe fal of 1947, The 
family moved there in January of 188. Bil ot 8 
{gb with Cody Spencer and worked for General 
Betroleums’ as. Lease Crew Supervisor 
sometimes involving over 150 men. He was ts 

















in change of crews trying to bring the Wild Well 
Allantie No. $ under contol, 

‘AIL his time they were getting more land 
cleared on the farm and. had bought some 
‘machinery including a tractor. ‘The power had 
falso come tothe district and in Apri 950, they 
‘moved back tothe farm. They bought seven head 
Of Registered Ayrshire coms anda bred of Yor 
Shire sv. Over the years these nereased unt 
they were raliking 38 cows. They also 01d 
hatching eggs to Red Deer: 

In 192 they sold the milk cows and bought 
more beet cate. Then in 1976 they sold most of 
these ana now oniy’ have eight head of eattle and 
three horses et The farm istented and they ar 
taking Ife easter 

‘Wale inthe olfields Bit worked at various 
Jobs, incuaing tresno work, working onthe pipe 
He, Duaing set ana wden desicks, ea 
Jing them down, splicing cables and dong all the 
jobs dfling a olf well involves 

Since corning (othe farm, he has been active 
with the 4H groups and was leader of the Condor 
Grain Ciub and the Evergreen Dalry Club. He is 
active in the Elks Club and has held several of 
fees, including Exalted Ruler. He is also ative 
Inthe Presbyterian Caureh His hobbies now are 
earning to play the electric organ and barbeet 
Ing then the pecasion arises, 

‘Beulah has had a busy fe raising thelr fami 
Jy and helplng Bll nal phases of arming. She is 
also active in the Royal Purple Lodge and has 
held ‘several offices including Honored Royal 
Tady and Distlet Deputy. Her hobbles are rit 
ting and erocneting and they both ove gardening 
and raising flowers and have ab yard fo ook 

Tey have ralsed four children — Gertrude 
(chrudle) who was bora in Calgary, September 
16. She married Carl (Bud) Gee of Eekvile 
1955. They have four children itehael, Tim, 




















Connie and Donna. They tive at thelr farm near 
Ewe 

Dale was born tn Calgary, June 5, 857. He 
married Carol Ann Westaway af Turner Valley 
In't885. They have three children Cherie, 
Donald and Wendy. Date isa Staff Sargeant it 
the Calgary City Pallee. 

‘Robert was bora In Cardston, Novernber 21, 
19i2, He married Sharon O'fandley of Ekle 
{in 1962, They had two sons, Robble and Marie He 
Is divoreed and remarried. He and Carvolle have 
Ait ge, Johanna Jean, or JJ. 2s se s usual 
Iycalled, They ive at Abbotsford and Bob works 
fr the Cop Feed Company as a salesman. 

‘Barbara Was born in Edmonton, May 2, 1980 
ye married Fred Fedortek in 1974 They ive at 
Kamloope, B.C. and have a ite girl, Tara Lyon 
om May, 3998 





MEERES 
FAMILY 

Mr. Horace Meeres was born January 3, 1870 
4g England, the son ofa prominent physilan, Dr. 
Edward Meeres of Meliehann, Wiltshire Cou 
He was edveated ina private schoo! at Plymouth 
dnd at age 14 years apprenticed on saling ships. 
On one voyage, after saling around the Cape af 
Good Hope to India. and the China coast, his ship 
‘as captured by plrates. He made als way to 
Canada in 1887 and after spending some time 
employed on railroad construction In 

ikatchewan he came to Alberta and hel 
construct the Calgary Edmonton ralway in 80, 

‘While working in Calgary for the city water 
system hemarried Emily Horaett on January 31 
4s, Emily was the eldest daughter of Sareh and 
Leonard Horne!t of ‘Kingsiy, Oxfordshire, 
‘England, who had brought their ree cilaren to 
Canada’ ia September, 1800. ‘They later 
homesteaded inthe Hill End district east of 
Penhold, Alberta. Mr. and Mrs. Meeres aso eft 
Calgary’and homesteaded in the same area, 

Tn order to make progress, lke so many 
pioneers, the Meerer's had fo seek employment 
{o supplement the Income from the homestead, 
Mz, Meeres was qualified as a steam engineer 
fand was employed in that capacity on steam 
boaton the Kootenay’ Lakes, and inthe summer 
of 1887 ina lumber eamp on the Life Red Deer 
River, where rs. Meeres also was employed, as 
2 C00 

By 190s schooling had become a necessity for 
their six children, 0 they sold the homestead 
and moved to Red Deer, where Mr. Meeres was 
employed as an engineer at the Red Deer Brick 
Company and later with Bawtintelmer and Sons 
umnber mull. Also in 1904 Me: Meeres was elected 
toate charge the first Volunteer Fire Brigade 
In Rea Deer: During his tenure as fire chiet he 
Hgged up a contrivance whereby. the horses 
ould be harnessed very quickly. This helped to 
fnerease the efieeney of the fize department so 
that they gained the distinction of keeping the 
fire loses in Red Deer the lowest of any’ place in 
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Western Canada. The brigade's football team 
son provinetal championships from 1908 £0 1935, 
“Their brase band was in much demand, a3 Was 
ie nearest thing to culture in Central Alberta, 
Both Me. and Mrs. Meeres had played In the 
Salvation Army Band In Calgary and after mov 
ing fo Red Deer Mr. Mecres instructed the brass 
Section of the newly-formed Cadet Drumm and 
Bugle Band in 1814. Mrs, Meeres raised a large 
Yogetable garden, and her flower garden 
produced many prize-vinnlng exhibits 

“Canada went to war in 1814, and Ray, the 
eldest son, enlisted with "€” Squadron and went 
‘overseas in January, 15 vith the 12th Canadian 
‘Mounted Rifles, He was wounded twice — once 
‘at the capture of Vimy Ridge and later in the 
Battle of the Somme. After a long hospitalization 
he was discharged and sent home. Taking leave 
from the fire brigade, Horace Necres went 1 of 
floer's training senool in Calgary and ih 1916, 
Fesigned as fire ehlet and went to England as 
Eaptain in the Istth in charge of "D"" Company. 
Horace also was wounded atthe capture of Vimy 
Ridge, Aferaleave, hewas sen back o France” 
land was promoted (o ine rank of Malor betare 
turning tome, Tn 1918 he was append inspec: 
tor of the Soldier Settement Board. The second 
‘on, Edwin (Ted) enlisted and went to France 
‘vith the th Battalion in 1916, 

IME. and Mrs. Horace Meeres moved to the 
condor district in October, 191, bringing with 
{hem sx of thelr children: Stewart, Mil, ste, 
May, Dorothy and Alberta, Wilired and Ethel 
hed died in intaney in Rea Deer. The wintet of 
818000 Was a long, hard winter. Feed was 
scarce In the Condor area, and many farmers 
‘rere paving S10 sleigh load for straw fo Keep 
{heir Livestock until spring. ME. Meeres hauled 
Straw from Bil Crulkshank’s farm west of Con 
Gor village, but, in spteaf all they eoula do, 24 of 
his cattle died before spring. Ancther trial ofthat 
‘winter was having ne well. Drinking water had (0 
be hauled froma. neighbor's well_and_ Mrs, 
‘Meeres had to melt snow for washing clothes 
(One night the upstairs part of the house caught 
fire, and Mr, and Mr. Meeres, long With a 
neighbor, Mr Bel, fought the fire with snow and 
melted snow, while the exildren huddled outside, 
‘wrapped in blankets, trying to keep from freez 
Ing, Fhey managed io get the fire out, but the 
house was badly damaged, 

In at Mr. Meeres sold the farm and moved 
to the village of Condor where he bult a store in 
482s, and'in the same year was appointed & 
justice ofthe peace. The family lived over the 
Store until 1890, hen they purchased the Paley 
house, Mrs. Meeres was elected president of he 
(Conder W.E ints27 and again in 3828 Mfr. Meeres 
‘vas elected president of the Condor Social Creat 
lzroup, polities coming naturally to him since in 
the Wath century there were 17 Meeres in the 
Brish House of Commons. Mr. Meeres brought 
the Atlas Lumber Company to Condor in 1838 it 
being then known as the Condor Cash and Carry 

















Hardwareteria. In. November of 1888 he was 
lected president of the Red Deer Soclal Creat 
Srganlzation and. was also president of the 
Eowvlle Hospital Board, Mrs. Meeres was also 
Interested in polities, and travelled with her hus. 
‘band to meetings in various fowns of the area. 
‘They bath took an active part inthe Condor com. 
munity for many years, and both were members 
ot the Central Alberta Ploneers and Ola Timers 
Assoelaion” having a life membership. rs 
eeres was a lite time member ofthe Women's 
Insitute and took 2 great interest in its afar 

‘Mire, Meeres dled in January 1952 and Mr 
‘Mecres in September of the same year. Ds, 
Meeres was T years of age, and her husband 
‘was 82 Years old. Thelr funeral services were 
conducted by the Reverend J.-C. Gardiner tn 
Gaeta. Memorial United Church and they” are 
buried in the Red Deer Cemetery 

‘Stewart Meeres; te third oldest son, helped 
clear and. get under cultivation much of the 
farm, He obtained hs fret clase teacher's cer 
Hfteaie atthe normal cllege at Camrose and in 
1121008 he taught and was principal at the to" 
roomed Leslieville tehool. One morning while 
Griving fo school after a. heavy raln his car 
Slipped on the muddy roaas and went over the 
bank at the top of hil where the road wound 
doirn fo the Horseguard river. Stewart managed 
{opull a coat over his head asthe car rolled over 
and over and managed to escape serious injury 
He walked on fo Lesievlle, and carried on with 
ts duties He had earlier aught st Shady Lane, 
Prairie Rose and Dalsy Nook schools Walle 
teaching at Dalsy Nook he orgaaized @ hockey 
‘eam, and while cutting eurved willows to use as 
hockey slicks he tutlered a bad axe cut to Ms 
foot This required. attention bythe. dstrlet 
nurse, Mrs. Eastman. In 109 Stewart taught 
School at Nordega and continued teaching 
‘Various otter places throughout Alberta. The se 
fond World War interrupted hs ieaching career, 
Se he served with the RCA. In eastern 
Canada, becoming a fight lieutenent, In 199 he 
‘was married fo Ida Wylle of Benato. They have 
{vo sons and several grandenildren. They are 
presently living in red Deer. 
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‘Ray Meares Joined the familly on the farm in 
1e00, Tractors were being Drought into the area 
ai that time and he was much in demand to help 
helghbars get their machines running. Ta te fal 
of HBO he ran the trector for Mr” Bob Blalr's 
threshing machine while Mr. Bob Prendergast 
ran the thresher. Ray tells of scouring the dle: 
{ret for chains strong enough for the tractor to 
Dull the thresher across ditenes and through 
Fuad)’ flelds as they went from farm fo farm to 
thresh the grain. Ray married Hilda Carlson of 
the Delburne district in 1996, He then moved 
back to Red Deer where ne was employed with 
Giiford Electeie and. was later a patiner Sn 
‘Meeres til Electric. Mr- and Mrs. Meeres con 
{ine to lve tn Red. Deer. ‘They have five 
eilldren, 2 number of grandchildren and (0 
‘great grandehllaren 

Teresa Meeres, the oldest of the girs, stayed 
atthe farm at Condor for only a shart perlod of 
fime. She. was appointed secretary of the 
Women's Canadian Cs and served as tecretary 
for Gates Manufacturing Company and for a 
{ime was on the aft of the Norfhern Crown 
Bank In eed Deer. She spent some time with the 
Salvation Army in Winnipey and attained the 
ank of Captain. In 1927 she moved te Edmonton 
‘and. was employed asa bookkeeper for the 
legislature. In September 18% she married Don 
‘Thomson, private secretary to James Gardiner, 
Minister of Agricultare, The couple moved 19 Ot 
{awa when Mr, Taomson became secretary for 
Mr. Prudham, MP.. and Theresa became 
Secretary for Canadlag Aulor's Association and 
also was secretary for two. authors, Duncan 
Campbell Scott and Mrs. Madge Memeih. In 19 
‘Theresa and Don went to England fo give a joint 
recital of thelr books of poetry at the BHidsh 
Poetry Society in Landon. Theresa helped Don 
with the esearch for his ‘books "sen and 
Merialans", the history of pioneer map making 
In Canada, whieh was published in 1869, and a 
book on the story of ear aviation in Canada, 
‘Theresa hae had much of her own waiting 
published in Canadian magazines walle she also 
ered as Presigent forthe Ottawa branch of the 
Canadian Authors" Association, ‘The Ryerson 
Dress used some of the Thornson's poetry 18 the 
book on tne opening of te St. Lawrence Seaway, 
Ealled"“The Roval Tour published in Toronto i 
1850. "Theresa and her husband had & jlnt book 
‘of poetry published in i974, the seme year she 
‘ied at the age of 0 years, They had no children, 

"The second Son, Ted, spent only some of his 
vacation periods helpag on the farm at Condor, 
‘Asan employee of the Imperial Bank of Canada, 
fhe was moved to several polnts in Alberta and 
Siskatehewaa, working fs way" up until he 
Beoame a manager, first im Saskatchewan and 
Tater In feed Deer. He married Mist Marjory 
Ramsey of Edmonton in 100i, They enjoyed 
Winter sports and photographing wid fe. One 
‘day near Jasper while getting a picture ota bear 
fast leaving te winter den, the bear, hungry and 











cross, took after Ted, Ted made good use of his 
logs and got away, even hanging onto. Bie 
Camera. Ted retired in 3868 and has since worked 
Inthe Red Deer and district archives, He won the 
hizen of the Year award for his worn 1875 He 
‘was one ofthe members of the Sliver Blades Who 
twas presented witha plaque for finishing the dls 
lance tn the Kinsmen Skatathon In 19%. Ip is 
‘ith year, Tea sil skates once a week. His book, 
“"The Homesteads that Nuttured a CIty, Wil De 
published in 1998 Mes. Meeres dled in 169, after 
faving been afalthful worker with tne Canadian 
‘Red Croce and with thelr ehureh, for most of her 
lifetime, Ted continues to live in bis home in Rea 
Deer, sil wrting, gardening, and hin 

Tm Mareh of Hai Milly Meeres, the second 
‘eldest daughter, married Norman Eastman, the 
fon of Mr-and Mrs. Henry Eastman, who came 
tothe Condor alstiiet in 1810, Norman was 3 
Veteran of the first Worla War. Milly and Nor. 
man farmed in the Northup district south-west of 
Condor until 1825, when they sold out and moved 
to Calgary. ally then became & nalrdresce, 
‘They have (wo children elght grandchildren and 
neareatgrandeli, They ive at Jaques Ladge, 
in Calgary 

Toste Meeres helped on the farm and 
attended school at Daisy Nook and Prairie Rose, 
‘She later helped her father inthe stare and post 
ftfce. In 931 she married Roy Warden of Con 
Sor. They farmed for some years before moving 
to the village of Condor. Rosie was 2 member of 
the Condor Women's Mission Cirle, She died in 
the Red Deer hospital on February 21,1965. She 
‘and Roy hed seven children. 

‘May Meeres worked inthe Condor post ofice 
for several years. She married Max Gray. 
{rain baver at Condor in 1936, ana they moved (0 
Viking i 198, There May ran a flower shop and 
‘Max worked for Viking Gas Company unit he 
Jlned the armed forces. in 1940 and. went 
‘verseas. They later sold thelr house tn Viking 
na moved to Calgary In 1963. Later they 
‘operated flower business for several years in 
Camrose, and May also worked in the cratt cen 
tre. She fook many prizes throughout ihe Years 
At fair and exibition for her orc ith leather 
raft ceramics, fancy work, flower making and 
‘weaving. n 1971 she won a silver trophy’ for he 
‘most outstanding Fug in Design for Living exnbi 
ton auring Klondike Days in Edmanton, Several 
fof her wall hangings are on the walls of the 
Parllament bullding in Edmonton. May at pre 
Sent teaches weaving inthe Camrose area. Max 
Gray. died Maren Id, 1977. They had three 
children, elght grandetildren and one. great 
granactild 

‘Dorothy Meeres, the second to the youngest 
daughter, ook her igh school and musical train 
Ing in Edmonton, where she stayed with fer 
Sister Theresa, She married Herb Stockwell in 
KGL He and his father were operating a sawrall 
at Arbutus and otter points In that area, They 
‘moved to the coast of British Columb in 1805 




















‘where they continued in the lumbering business, 
Living in various places before setling in Sechelt 
B.C. Dorolay” pu her musical talning to good 
Use, working’ with ‘Girl Guides and senior 
fliizens. After leaving he logging industry Herb 
‘rove a bus on the Vancouver run, They nave 
three children and seven grandebildren, 

‘Alberta, the youngest Meeres gin, married 
eclt Prendergast of Condor In 1834. Cecil 
‘worked as'a sawyer inthe umber mils west of 
Rocky Mountain House. After {arming Tor & 
‘while at Condor they ran a dairy at Silvan Lake 
$n 1986198 an lived for a while at Sechelt, B.C 
before Ceol joined the army in 3912 In 1884 they 
moved to Calgary’ where they balla house and 
Fore Cecil worked in the bullding trade and for 
the Carpenter's Union. Upon his retirement in 
1915 they moved fo Sylvan Lake and ull a house 
{in Norglenwold Vilage, where they lve at pre 
Sent. They have five children and elght 
sranaehildzen 





MILLER, ORAL James 

(6-5. illes was born in Island Brook, Quebec, 
on Maren 6, 1889 

He was'a member of the City of Calgary 
Police Force for four years before, and about 
three: years following the flrst-Greal Wat, In 
which he served with the First Canadian 
Pioneers. He won the Miltary Medal and eld 
the Tank of F.Q.M.S, when he was demobilized, 

Following his reirement trom the Calgary 
Police Poree, he came to Hespero In 1920 and 
purchased the SE: 90-383: through the Soldier 
Settiement Board and in 1896 he purchased the 
SE 2-04.W5, a Canadian Paeifle Ralway 
quarter. He broke bath of these quarters with 
treaking plow and steam of elgit horses, hand 
‘grubbing the trees and pulling the stamps sith 
Forses. He also did land breaking’ for the 
elghbours 

‘Ong wes a very community-minded person 
in 9025 he was ane of the Instigators of the 
Duulding of the Hespero Hall 

(0. J Miller passed away on December 11, 
145 ai his home at Hespero, mursed to the end 
iby John and Annie Cordon and family. His inter 
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‘ment was in the Hespero Cemetery, with A. F. 
jowick offlelating. Perey. Duftleld sang 
‘Beautiful Ise of Somewnere.”” Pallbearers 
were Harry Blee and George Barton of Condor, 
Nell Maclean of varis, Willam (BU) Ross 
Stanley MeCreight, Gerald H. MacDonel, and 
‘Arehle Anderson of espero, Members of the 
Gaigary” Tank Regiment and other veterans 
formed a guard of honor for the ceremony 

His ssfer, Mrs. Edith D. Hare of Edmonton, 
stub visits the farm at Hespero. One of hs 
brothers, Dr. CA Miller, lives ai Sunde, 











MITCHELL, ARCHIE 

‘Archie and Elizabeth Mitchell, with thelr son, 
Andrew, nine and daughter, May. to and one 
halt, arrived at Condor, in April, 1928. They 
emigrated {rom Hamilton, Lanarkshire, 
Scotland 

"We arrived by train and were welcomed tothe 
area by Chiet MeDonald. We were then taken Dy 
4 nelghbor, by team and wagon, to our future 
farm home, aout a mile east and'a mile south of 
the Condor corner. 

‘Our first neighbors were the Mogers 
Ccrowthers, Drivers, Murphvs and sim Tobin 
‘Severat years later, rs. Murphy was taken fi 
Dut would not enter nospital, the only place she 
‘would go was to our place so Mom could look 
liter her. She dled In our home and the funeral 
‘was eld im our front room, with her flends 
‘Standing inthe kitchen and some outside as they 
‘ould not all get in the house 

‘A few months lar anotBer daughter, Etta, 
was born, and then I 188, daughter, Joun, was 
bom, 

‘As children, we attended Prairie Rose School, 
and our fst teacher was Miss Johannson, who 
Sill ives in the Rea Deer area,” Our mother, 
Slong withthe other ladies of the strict, used 16 
pat on plays, dances and box socials to ralse 
money for Christmas treats that were given to 
fl the children at our Christmas concert. We 
Used to practice for about two weeks To get ready 
for hese concerts, and that nght Santa arzived 
fand handed out the goodies to all the young. 

We lived on this farm unt about 182, the 
farm was rented and Mom and ihe girls moved 
{nto Condor. Andrew and Dad jolned fae Calgary 
‘Tanke Corps in 1911 Dad was later discharged 
due tohishealth, but Andrew went overseas with 
his regiment. Dad took a job at tne Peahold Alt 
Fase, and se moved To Red Deer around 195, 
ad held this Job unl the war ended. The farm 
‘Was then sold and we moved to our home on 54 
Sect, Dad then worked for Mr. Bettenson of 
‘ettenson Cartage until his retirement. 

On Andrew's return from the army, he 
worked in Red Deer and married In 198. He had 
2 amily of ive tin daughters, S08 and two 
‘ther daughters, AIL his family but one daughter 
remarried and have enildren of thelr own As 
drew was a captain with the Red Deer Fire 
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Department for many years before hs sudden 
‘death in 1975, His widow stil lives in Red Deer 

‘May worked in Eaton's store for many Years 
before ner marriage to Aree allan in 180, 
‘They have three boy's and all ve In Red Deer 

‘Peta worked at GaetzCorett before ber 
marriage to. albin Anderson; they have one 
‘laughter and three sons and make thelr home at 
FFerintosh about 10 miles north of here. 

‘Mom pasced away in 195, Just after planning 
4 holiday toner family In Scotland. 

oan, the youngest, worked in Eaton's and in 
asi married Sandy Wilson. They have one son 
and farm in the area, 

‘Dad sil Ives Inthe family home on 54 street 
and keeps in fairly good health. He isin hls 79 
Year and enjoys planting his flowers and looking 
Batter his Yard inthe surnmer. 





MORRISON, CLIFFORD 

‘Twas bon in Simeoe County, Ontario. As a 
baby, Iwas taken 10 Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, 
Thad my sehooling there and when Twas 16. 
rather and stepfather moved to Alberta. They 
Settled on a Tental farm in the Condor area In 
sm, 

‘Wen we first arrived in the Condor area, 
there was only air roads, not too many people 
‘went fo Red Deer. Where the springs are along 
the highway” between ‘Ecxville corner” and 
Bonalto, we tad to drive on. planks fo get 
through In 1928, Walter Syren and Tworked ona 
oad erew hauling brush and dirt fo make, what 
is now the highivay passable fr the Te cars 10 
soto Rea Deer. 

In Bil Tovas married to Lola Ray of the 
Lede area, We lived in North Vancouver where 
bur oldest daughter, Betty, was born. We came 
tact to the Condor area ad rented land where 
(Carl Kendze now lives, From there, we also 
Fented the farm Jim Bott has now before buying 
land and setting where we live now. Our alter 
chllasen were all born in ths area and Rad their 
Schooling Reve, Same of them have Tet the area 
Such’ as Betty and Henry Housen and three 
fhllaren at Alte, Tom and Judy Morrison and 
five enldzen on tne farm wiih us, Mary and Ron 
Ames and ‘our chlidnen at Rocky Mountain 
House and Nola Massey at Freeport, Texas, 

Tecan sure see a lot of changes since frst 
arriving in the Condor area. 


‘OASTROM, OSCAR 

‘Oscar Oastrom was bora in Lekvattne, sate 
ot Varmland, Sweden, on ApriCIl, 181. He Im 
figrated fo Canada at the age of 19 veats, In 
May, 1906, He landed in Red Deer and stayed 
veh’ a cousin, who had come from Sweden to 
Canada a few years earlier: It was through the 
encouragement of his cousin that Oscar earme to 
Canada. after coming to Red Deer, he and Ell 
‘Anderson worked at the Rea Deer quarry for a 
time, In 1907, he came to the Withraw area and 
took up a aémestead, SW 228-45. He lived 


























here for a while, then, finding 1 hard to make 
fends meet, decided to go fo the lumber canis at 
Fernie, B.C. for the winter, to make a Bru 
Stake, in the summertime ne came bac to is, 
Homestead and bult himeelf a shack and began 
to clear his land. After setling here he started 
hauling freight for the Macdonel! Bros, trom 
Red Deer to Piteox, now Hespero. In 1817 he 
ought another quarter Just West of is 
omestead land 

inding i lonesome, he found himset a wite, 
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boeing married to Alle Bonk on July 2,118, She 
lived in Leslievile, so they went ny wagon fram 
Lsllevlle fo Piteor and fom there took the 
tain to Red Deer. After their marriage they 
fame back tothe homestead and Osear resummed 
farming. 

‘On October 11, 1919 they lost all thelr year's 
crop through fire caused by a spark fom & 
Steam engine. The engine was being Tun by Earl 
land Relph Bvans who were threshing the crop. 
large new granary whlch nad been bul by Hugh 
Murphy was also lost in ihe fre, Having lest 
{hell etop and feed for the livestock, they had 10 
{et feed from somewhere. Henry Molander, of 
Eekvile, and good friends and neighbors of the 
Wood ake area gave them enough straw {0 
cerry them over the winter 

“The following spring, they decided torent out 
‘helt lang and had an auction sale on Marek 1, 
1820. They then went to. Kandahar, 
Saskatchewan, where Oscar and bs brother tn 
law, Andrew Pearson, farmed two sections of 
‘wheat and. At that time the country was very 
Gry, and the crops were very. poor, vielding 
‘Seven bushels {0 the acre. The dust slorms and 
Some tomades were tersibie. While they were 
{here thelr oldest ehild, a daughter, was born in 
Saskatoon, Saskatenewan, ‘They’ named the 
baby, Freda, 

nally Oscar and Andrew decided that it was 
no use staying on this farm any longer, and gave 
tip the land. Oscar and his family’ came to 
Wetaskiin, and Andrew Pearson and his family 
Feturned to Sweden, 

‘While Osear and Alice were living in 
Wetaskivin, thelr aldest son, Ernest, was born 











However, they soon decided to move back to 
thelr homestead where they resumed farming 
In 189 they bought the NW 11-39-46V5 from Dave 
CGloniger in the Hespero arca. They began farm 
lng on a larger seale, raising hogs and eatlle as 
Well as grain, so required more land. As time 
Went on, Oscar Kept on farming and buying more 
lands two sons were sion the far and 
‘were helping im with the farming. 

‘Oscar served for some time as school 
trustee on te Shady Lane School Board — tram 
106 to 1808. The Shady Lane School had been 
bull in 1812 by Mr, Stockwell of Condor, Alberta 
‘There were only four pupils aftending at that 
time —‘tuey Lowblaw, Norman Anderson, Arla 
‘Andetson, and Allee Bonk. The land that ths 
School was bult on was donated by Mr. Grant 
Hicks, now owned by Stanley Kauppl 

‘Oscar and Allee had seven children, four 
daughters and three sons. Mrs. Freda Elson 
lives In Calgary, Mrs. Joan ‘Kiprich In 
Lelnbeldge, Mrs Lilian Jamies in Calgary, and 
Hilda is at home, Ernest and alfred work on the 
home farm and Donald, of Edmonton, works for 
the Department of Highways, 

"After hls retirement in 1955 Oscar made a tip, 
tons homeland, Sweden, for avisit,On Tanuary 
1, 1857, at the age of 69 years, he passed away of 
avneart attack He fe buried in the Hespero 
Cemetery 

‘The Oastrom brothers, Ernest and Alfred, 
have’ continued with the farming, accumulating 
Tore land and mare cattle. In thelr earlier days 
they'nad done lot of brush-cuting and breaking 
land for people around the country. Now alfred 
4s doing’ road construction work during. the 
‘Simmer months with thelr Caterpillar tractor 

"They are also very handy at carpenter Work 
land both have bul thelr own homes as well 28 
‘umber of other buldings on the farm. 

‘Emnest is masvied and lives onthe formes BAL 
Buckle place. Aled is married and lives onthe 
former George Lee farm. 

‘Mrs. Oastrom comtinues to make her home on 
the Yar. 








PICKERING, GARY AND NELLIE 

Gary Lee Pickering was bora May 6, 1815, se 
cond son of William and Lovive Pickering ofthe 
Durham district, elght miles south of Bentley, 
Alberta, Gary hid all nis education at Bentley 
Schools: Later he worked inthe alckel mines at 
‘Thompson, Manitoba for two years. There he 
met Nellie Rose ‘Chastelaine and they’ were 
‘arzled on July 2, 1988 

‘Nellie was boen in Favorable, Ontarlo on Oe 
tober 4, Is{7 and moved to northern Manitoba 
‘ith her parents, Mark and Annie, at an early 
fge. A son Keith Warren was born Marck 30, 
107, A year following thelr marslage Gary and 
Nellie returned to Alberta, They first made thelt 
ome in Sylvan Lake and Gary. worked for 
Western Stockyards in ‘Rea Deer. Lou" Anne 
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Mabel was born October 7, 1971 and Nadine 
Cheryl was born December 12, 192 

1h 1973 Western Stockyards bought the Angus 
MeFadden farm in the Dalsy Nook district and 
Gary moved there with is famally to operate the 
tate farm forfour years, When the farm was 
Sala, they bought a mobile home and settled In 
‘Withzow: Gary works for Mike Shippelt Trick: 
Ing. The children attend the Lesiievble schol. 
Gary has always been active in sports, hockey, 
football, fastball and now the pony chuckwazons 
‘elie fund life here very different trom Taomp. 
Son but has adjusted andnow enjoysiiving ints 





PIONEER LADY—Dedicated tomy parents Roy 
‘and Roste Warden—by Shirley’ (Warden) 
Heaman 
‘On Thursday, January 5, 1878, my sister 
‘Treena and {visited Mrs. Annie Clement at the 
Pines Lodge th Rea Deer. A frst meeting fr all 
of us. She gave us a poem our Grandmother, 
Emily Mecres, had written In honor of Mrs 
Clements parents, Mr. and Mrs. Barton. Tt was 
fon the vedas of their 6th Wedding Anniver 
say 
"To keep tn family tradition, 1 wrote this poem 
Im honor of Mrs. Clement and all pioneer ladies 
mentioned in this book who have given Us 80 
much, We of this generation say "thank YOU" 
PIONEER LADY 
1 met you for the first lime 
In the autumn of Your ilfe 
‘Ana you have known tlfliment 
‘asa mother, friend and wife 
Bor even as we chatted 
‘And You taked of joy and strife 
fetta certain magnitude 
‘Acquallty of ie 
‘And its not found In tangtbles 
‘But in saerfietal giving 
Falihfulto the dally tasks 
‘The Joy of realy living 
‘Your ite it wasn't easy 
But nothing wortawhle 1s 
But Its only when we're tested 
‘That one really learns to live. 
Over sixty years of marriage 
Iswhat was granted vou 
A "git of time” ogeder 
That Is granted very few. 
‘You ave bathed tiny infant 
‘And kissed away’ tear. 
Cleaned and sewed and sighed and laughed 
For those you love so dear. 
don't know about tomorrow 
(Or why some things have Deen 
But tile T know for certain 
‘Today T met 2 queen, 
‘Shirley (Warden) Reamen 


PRAIRIE ROSE (CONDOR) SCHOOL No. 1670, 
"The Praltte Rose Setiool District wae formed 
June 95, 18, The lands included were NL and 




















8,17 
ha, 


92, 738, Ra, WS, NSS and 36 in 8.5 
20 and 509 and 3-39-45W3, also sections 
2B and 24, Siz 95 and 26 in Ta89.Ws 

‘On September 6, 1907, he Board af trustees of 
wnleh EN. Preven of varts was a sen 
‘member and treasurer, borrowed $1,000 to bulld 
‘and Turnisk the schoo, to ereet outbuildings, and 
{dig a well. This was the rst schoo serving the 
homesteaders ofthe area 

‘On Jane 10, 1888 the name of the school dls 
tril Wvas changed from Prairie Rose fo Condor 


PRENDERGAST, JACK AND AMY 

‘Amy Mary Ellzabein Harty the second 
daughter of Sarah and Fred Hart of Leslieville 
twas born September 18, 113, na log house one 
undonehaif miles south of Leslieville Mrs. 
Harvey Bonnett was the midwife, Mr. and Ms 
Bennett were also the Godparents 

‘Any atlended Prairie Rose Schoo! Number 
1o70. The three girs walked or in cold weather 
‘rove a horse to sehoal two miles, Later 8 sehool 
Sear at Leslevhie where’ Amy finishes 
School 

‘Amy worked on farms at Ridgewood, also 
cast of Innisfall. Amy was a good curler andwas 
fone of the gang to curl In the old straw rink at 
Testevile 

‘Amy married John C. Prendergast of Condor 
on November 28, 1855 and lived on a farm one 
‘auf mile south of Condor. On August 3, 198 gs 
was born, Amy Marie. On December 22, 1840 2 
‘Son was born Frederick Robert. in 840 the fami 
Iy'moved to Penhold, where the husband was 
employed as a power engineer. Then in 845, the 
{amily moved fo Red Deer. 

Tn 191d Amy Joined the Highland Dancing 
association, Aryan ht husband ae both fe 

1h 105tthe family moved north of Red Deer. 
1m Ho) Marie married Willam 1. Kerr of the 
RLGMP,, and now reside in Scarborough, On- 
{ario, in isis, Frederick was married to Alexis 
Prysiupa and they live in Calgary. 




















PRENDERGAST, ROBERT HERMAN 

Robert Herman Prendergast twas. born at 
Campbells Bay, Quebec in 18. On March 21, 
80, he was married at Renfrew, Ontario, to 
Maria Jane’ Cote who was bora al Shanville, 
Quebec on July 26, 188%. They first ved near 
‘Xenprior, Ontario and moved to Warren, Ontario, 
Where over" a period of 20 or 30, years. they 
operated livery stable, logged and farmed. 
‘They moved west im 1819 arriving in Calgary on 
the frst day of April, 1819 and after a siay of nine 
months, they maved to Condor and rented the 
Homer Stockwell frm and lived in what mas 
later known-as the Scot Hastie House in the 
hamlet of Condor. Mis. Prendergast. served 
meals to the odd traveller including the 
{eleptione gang when the first telephone lie in 
the district was bult. After subsequently Twice 
renting farms on the pratrte near Blo and also 
South of Rlehdale, afr. Prendergast bought 
CP-R. quarter on Highway’ 11, one halt mile 
South of Condor where they lived unt retire: 
‘ont In 1833 when they built @ house near the 
Highway on thelr farm at what was known as the 
Condor’ Corner. ‘Known to man’ as Mother 
Prendergast and Uncle Bob, thelr home becarne 
‘rendezvous for many of the young people of the 
Aistrit ho would gather there to\dance, box, 
Wrestle and play cards 

IMF. Prendergast ioved hunting and for many 
years hunted with ns son, Cell, and Sam Barton 
dnd his sons, Franke and George: Driving with 
fears and wagons toa favorite spot northwest of 
Horburg, sometimes having fo ford the North 
Saskatchewan River as the ferry was always 
hauled out of the river When the slushy lee 
Started (o run ‘before the river froze for the 

Drs, Prendergast dled on April20, 185, tthe 
age of vears, and Mr. Prendergast died in 1985 
a the age of 98 years and it months. Thelr faa 
|y consisted of four sons and two daughters, 
Cyprian, Robert (Wink), John C. (Jack), F. 
(Geet, Mrs. A. Rldaell and Mona Warden. 

‘Mable Armarel was bom at Campbells Bay, 
‘Quebec, on May 12, 184, and was married to A 
Riddell’ in eastern, Canada. and. subsequently 
‘moved with her husband o Bort Hammond, B.C 
She is now in Vancouver. 

‘Mone Merle was bern on April 6, 1901, at 
‘Hugel near Warren, Ontario and eame west Witt 
the family and moved with them to Condor. She 
‘worked for some time in Ed Frenehe's General 
Store and was married to Roy Warden on 

November 11, 1920. She was a member of the 
Condor WL and an active member of the basket 
ball club, She passed away on February 22, 1824, 
They had two tons, William of Comex, B.C, and 
Elenara who was a bomber pllo inthe RLC'ALE. 
during the second world war. He was hiled in a 
lon while posted fo the RAE’ in there east 
in Maren, 194, 

Cyprian Lee Prendergast was born at Sandy 
Hook near Armprior, Ontario on October 3, 1596 

















He enlisted with the 179th during World War T 
and served with the transport section overseas 
nd returned just in time fo move west with the 
family. Leaving them at Calgary to work for 8 
ime i Vancouver and refoining them at Condor 
He taught sehool at what was known as the 
Emberly house. Tis school was arganized by 
the community for one term, as the Winter Was 
So-eold and there was so much snow that the 
ttlaren could not travel the three miles or more 
fo the Prairie Teose School, whieh was located 
She and a half miles north and one mile west of 
{he hamlet of Condor. He was married to Anna 
Stockwell in Calgary on February 1.1891, and 
‘worked for’ some time with his fatherin ia, 
Homer Stockwell, iz lumber mills at Rocky 
Mountain House. They subsequently moved 10 
Vancouver and he died in Vancouver in January, 
1035, after beng Involved in a serious accident 
‘saw mil the previous year. His wifes now lv. 
ing in Vancouver 

‘Robert Wellington (Wink) Prendergast was 
born on February 21, 190, at Manal County at 
Renfrew, Ontarie, and grew up in Warren, On 
tart, where te famlly farmed, engaged in log 
{lng and operated alivery stable. He came west 
‘with the faally in S818 and was employed at 
Frenche’s General Store in Condor in 193, In 
02, he tarmed the Bll Stockwell place at Con 
dor’ and in 1992-23-24, he farmed In 
Saskatchewan. Returning to Condor inthe fall of 
13824, he was employed at Scot Hasles’ General 
Store from that time to the spring of 1929. On 
July'6, 1878, he was married to Hazel Dorothy 
Totision who was born in Calgary. fle father 
bumed Johnston Cartage Co. and who nad been 
teaching at Shady Lane School. 1 March 1928, 
they moved to ied Deer where he was again 
‘employed by Scott Hastie in the operation of the 
‘John Deeve and Regal Oll Bulk Agency, in 182, 
he took over the Regal Agency, and in 1885, he 
‘moved to West Park to take over the rales of 
fetall and wholesale products ofthe Great West 
Distributors Led. With there routing of Highway 
‘Two south trom Gacta Avenue 1958, he Dut 3 
Service statlon and bali ol plant on the south Kill 
and took over the Minneapolis Moline Machine 
‘Agency. 

“Aller disposing of his business interests in 
182, he Took over contracts. for rural mall 
Gelivery, routes number two and four which he 
onlinued to operate until he retired in 107. The 
Prendergast have one son, Victor Douglas, now 
living ft Brantford, Ontario, and two grand. 
‘daughters and two grandsons 

“John Cutry (Jack) Prendergast was born at 
Hugel, Ontario, on June 18) 1908. He moved {0 
Condor with hls parents, and worked In sav malls 
fas steam engineer, and was at one time in 
parinership with Homer Storkwell in lumbering 
Speratlons. He was married to Mary Elizabeth 
(Amy) Hart, a daughter of Fred Hart, pioneer 
Lealevile settler on Noveraber 28, 1808. They 
armed the old hore place at Condor until 190, 





when they moved to Red Deer where Jack w 
femployed as a steam engineer at the Alberta 
Dalry Poo! Plant until setirement, They had one 
son Fred, and one daughter Mrs. Marie Kerr of 
‘Toronto. Tney stil lve on Highway 24 several 
miles north of Red Deer 

Fr Ceell Prendergast was born on April 8, 
40, at Warren, Ontario and came west with his 
parents In 119” He attended Haulain Schoo! in 
Calgary for nine. months and completed his 
schooling at Condor. He spent his early years 
working in logging camps and as a sawyer In 
Tumber' mills in winter and on local farms {n 
Summer. He played sof ball with local teams 
land football with Red Deer in the Central Alberta 
Teague in 1990, He married Alberta Meeres on 
‘Spel 25, 1884, and they lived on a farm one halt 
nile west of Condor for some Years before mov 
Ing to syivan Lake where they" operated the 
Silvan Lake Dairy until the beginning of 10 
‘After spending a year on the west coast, Ceci 
enlisted. with Royal Canadian Electrical. and 
Mechanical Enjginvers in 192 and attained the 
Fanke of sergeant. During hls five years of 
flltary service, Alberta remained in Condor 
‘withthe three' small ehiidren. In 195, they 
‘ved to Calgary where they lived for 23 years 
Cecil being employed as a carpenter, foreman, 
and bullding superintendent during that ime un 
{retiring in 15. They now iveln Norslenwold, 
Sylvan Lake. 

‘Their eldest son, Herbert lives at Halt Moon 
Bay, Syivan Lake, of an acreage and is a con 
Struction worker. ife has four children, two boys 
‘and two girls, Thelr second soa, Clark, ves in 
‘Hed Deer and teaches at the Red Deer College 
and has tivo sons. ‘Thelr eldest daughter Airs, 
‘Tine Smithson lives an a farm north of Rimbey 
‘and has one son and one daughter. Thetr second 
aughter, Mrs. Kaihy Bergan, Is attending 
Universtiy: im California and their adopted 
Saughter, Shelly, lives in Red Deer and works at 
‘Michener Centr. 

















PYKALAINEN, JOHN AND FAMILY, 

John (Juhani) eas bora in 188? in Kurkiokl, 
Karjala, Finland to Pekka and Katrina 
Pykalalnen. They owned a small farm anda few. 
domestic animals. Tis part of Finland was later 
fo become Russian territory after the war of 
ae, 

“ohn immigrated to the United States at the 
turn of te cenfury; later he returned fo Finland 
‘where he was unled In marriage to Serasing 
‘Tiktonen, In 1909 Joan and Serafina left thelr 
homeland for America, making thelt home in 
Biwabik, Mlanesota, U.S.A. Here thelr daughter, 
‘Alma, Was born on New Year's Eve, 1910 

Inferested in the fre land oftered in Alberta, 
he joined a number of hs lends and filed on 
homestead in the Alhambra: Condor area. In this 
‘group were the Oscar Hillman family, the JOR 
Sutelas, Matt Kangas and the Jacob Tubkanens. 
‘A daughter, Selma, arrived on a cola stormy 
‘areh 25,1913 nate two roomed cabin on the 
Homestead: @ baby sister for Alma 

Tn 1916 retiring was a must as John and 
Serafina faced falling health so they held an 
auction. sale and retired to sylvan Lake, 
Serafina passed away in 1860 and John passed 
away’ In 1670 at the age of §8 years 

‘Alma married James Young and they lived in 
Vancouver, Wakeman Sound and Sointola, 
British Columba, 

Selma married Andy Murray of the Diamond 
Valley alstrict and they reside in Sylvan Lake, 
Alberta 














SAARI, JACK 

‘Jack "Saati, youngest son of Joseph and 
visa Saari wat barn December, 1890 on the 
favnllytarm (SW 13-3-4.W5) whieh he purchased 
fom his parents. in October, 188 he married 
Selma Murto. Tuey have four children: Brenda, 
bora July 28, 19601 n Grade 12; Carol, bora July 
1, 186s In Grade 10; Donald, bora November 
48, 186418 in Grade 8 and Gerald, bora September 
42, I967 isin Grade 5, all the children attend 
School at Eekville. The family have been active 
int work 





SAARI, JOSEPH 

‘Toseph Saar, third son of Mr and Mes. Vietor 
‘Saari, was born March 19, 1888 near Humplls, 
inland, He left nls father’s farm to immigrate 
fo-Amerien in 1906, after his brotuer Jonn sent 
him the fare. He joined his brother’ Walter's 
farming, operation meat Butte, Montana, and 
Spent afew years farming, raning and lumber: 
ing. Ths was followed by three years’ employ. 
ment in bullaing the Hudsoa’s Bay railway. In 
1845, after the railway work was completed, Ne 
travelled west to secure a homestead beside that 
oC his brother John, in the Bingley district, He 
tet Eivira Tors thal summer, just poe (0 her 
‘ssumption of housekeeping duties in Edmonton 
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Eivilra’s parents had homesteaded near 
Bingley in t0l0 and had sent fare to the 15:year 
‘ld vtra and her sister Hilda, enabling them to 
travel a Canada in July 1912 ivilea then went 
fowwork for tne John Saari family as a mother’s 
helper in 1813, while attending school a Golden 


Heights under Mr. MeDonald, but soon lft by 
‘way ofthe newiy completed raiay towork fora 
Tnsryer in Red Deer for $12 8 month. Her subse. 
{quent employment in Edmonton was interrupted 
Wymarrlage to Joseph Sear, and’ then ter- 
Ininated by the birth of thelr frst baby, Juana, 
In if Mother and daughter Joined father tn 
Drumheller, where he continued as a miner for 
nother year while Elvira ran a mine laundry. 

"They built thels ist home on theirhomestead 
tn plenty of time forthe arrival of daughter Ev 
tn Apel ‘of 1818, This was followed by the 
Durchase of three quarters of C.P., land north 
Er Hespero in 19, the beginning ofthe farming 
operation assumed by son Jack and his family 
Athen Elvira and Joo retired in 1958. 

‘AS pioneers onthe farm overlooking the 
Horsegaard River they bulla log barn, a Rouse, 
Wien ras later added to many times, and other 
bulldings, while nand-clenring for cezea! ereps 
land dairy atte 

‘In common with other pioneers ofthe time the 
Sear family grew thelr own vegetables, made 
{helt ora cloth and clothing, grew and manutac. 
tured much of thee own food white maintalaing 
fan active part in the comaunit. Joe Was 2 
member ofthe Alberta Wheat Pool, 6 eommunt 
{y read foreman, and EWilra was a charter 
‘ember of the Hespero Ladies” Al 

"Another daughter, Alvi, was born in 182 
fotlowea by a s0n, Eugene, In December 1823 
‘Both the amoust of land free of trees andthe size 
ft the family increased over the years. Edna was 
Sora in 1938 Sack in 190, Miriam in 1852, Syvia 
‘2189 and Violet in 399, All the children learned 
to speak English attr starting schoo! and Hold 
dear many memories of the teachers and 
‘lasemater of Shady Lane School. Some of these 
lassmates might be interested to know that 


























Juanita married Alex Linden and raised two 
Sons and one daughter and lived In Edmonton 
prlor to moving to Halt Moon Bay’ near Sylvan 
Eke In ‘iurt. lot now lives. In_Baroas,. her 
daughter Diana, married 1 Frank Gerda Mves 
near Bekville and her son. Benjamin lives in 
(aigary. Ast became Sirs, Henry Nuun! in 1918 
‘snd livedon a farm near Picture Butte nti they 
Fetired in Ist, stl In the process of ralsing & 
family ot five: three girls, Maryanne, Ivy 
Marlene and two boys, Hal and Boyd. Bugene 
‘ov residing in Prince George, has a son, Matt 
Edna, now Mrs. Alexandropoutos, has five 
chlldren and four grandehildren. Jack, married 
to'Seima rt, is ralsing hs two beys and To 
davis an the farm near Hespero. Mlsiam, now 
Kits, Eino Portin, lives near Syivan Lake, and 
has ralsea two sons, Wesley. and Gary. Sylvia 
row resides in Red Deer and has to children 
nd one grandealld, Violet, now Mrs. John 
Elvam, has two daughters, Lisa and Melanie. 

‘oe and Elvira celebrated their Golden Wed 
ing Aaiiversay in 1966 and continued to lve In 
thetr ow home in Sylvan Lake unl Joe passed 
‘away in March 1972 a the age of 84 years, in 1074 
Bivilra moved To. Sherwood Par, where she 
‘currently resides with her daughter Violet and 
family. 


SCHOFER, HENRY CONRAD AND ANNA—by 
Marian Schoter 

"Henry (Hank) C. Schofer was born in Moline, 
Iinois, US.A., the eldest of three sons and. 
daughter of Joseph and Katarina Scroter. He 
urried Ana Mary Schacter in Kansas Clty 
Missouri, U.S.A. in 191. During ihe early years 
ff their marriage they moved many mes — 10 
Fionida to Canada, ad hen back to Kansas Ch 
fy, Missouri, Henry worked at such Jobs as 
DBker,stret car operator, bricklayer, nd as @ 
fireman on the rallroad, 

“1921 Henry and Anna moved to Canada for 
the second time and took up farming in the 
‘Margo area of Saskatchewan. The spring of 149 
found them moving agai, to the Condor district 
of Alberta: Here they purehased the Walter and 
Bert avery farm, where they continued fo lve 
“nfl they retired from active farming in 3958 

"Tney have two culldren, Dorothy Anna was 
bom in Wauchula, Florida and masried Albert 
Erie Hornfelt of Margo, Saskatchewan, Their 
fon Harold was born in Kansas City, Missour 
fand came to Condor with his parents. He com 
tines to farm the same land 

Th 1860 Hank and Anna moved to Creston, 
B.C. for thee retirement. Anna passed away on 
Maren 281968, ana Henry dled on April 8 1988. 
Both are buried in the cemetery at Creston, B.C 


SCHOFER, HAROLD JOSEPH — by Marian 
Sehoter 

Harold was born in Kansas City, Missouri, 
USArHe came to Canada ‘ith hs parents bt 
182i, ‘They settled in Mango, Saskatchewan, 
‘where Hafold attended school and later started 














farming with his father. He moved tothe Condor 
fisrict at the same time his parents aid, and 
urchased an adjoining quarter section of and 

Harold Schoter and Marian Elizabeth Caarles 
of Lesiievile were married in 1835, Thelr four 
fhlldren are Dennis, who ls presentiy working In 
Red Deer; Gary, Sharon and Vern, who attend 
choo! in Condor or at the David Thompson High 
Scheel 

Harold ts musically Inclined and has been 
known to"make te rafters ring” on a rainy’ day 
or snowy winter's night with Ms ‘accordion, 
Sometimes belng joined by son Gary an the ban 
jo. 





Marian worked for five years at the 
Leslieville Mercantile after atteading school tn 
Leslleville, and has been employed. at the 
Eekville ana District Savings and Credit Union 
for the past 1 years, They ive inthe Condor ds 
Telet, where Harold! carries on his farming 
operations 


SHADY LANE SCHOOL No, 2805 — by Magda 
Anderson 

‘Ata meeting ofthe newly formed board ofthe 
Shady Lane School Distriet No, 2805, neld on 
September 18, 192, it was moved by Jacob Kult 
and. seconded. by” Arehle ‘Douglas that” they 
Borrow $500 to bulld and equlp a school Ths sum 
‘was later raised to $1000, The southeast comer 
be section 1592-4W5 was donated. by Grant 
Hicks, a homesteader, tobe the school grounds. 

"The first board meeting held In the bulding 
was dated December, 1812, School opened 
September, 1913 and’ Miss” Fleclla.Jonnston 
(drs, Barkan) was the first teacher, The follow: 
Ing were ihe fst students: Leland and Keltha 
‘Dweed (Mrs. Fred Bott), Arehle, Norman and 
Ania Anderson (Mrs. George Lee), Dantel Bott, 
‘Art and Lucy Lawson (Mrs. Ted Loblaw), 111s 
Sala that hrs, Lawson named the senool "Shady 
Lane" because of the trees. surrounding the 
‘school and the trall going by the school. Shady 
Llane was closed for'a while in 1817, The puplls 
‘Went (0 the country location of Prairie Rave. In 
{he a's, enzollment was upto 40 or more pupils. 

"The Shady Lane School bullding was moved 
te Condor Elementary school grounds in 1854, 
‘Where it was used a8 a classroom {OF & short 

















lime, It is now a storehouse. Mrs. Florence 
‘Boomer was the last teacher who taught In the 
‘ullding. Magda Anderson Was the last teacher 
iat the country locaton, 

‘The usual improveraents were made to the 
schoo! and grounds. A bara, well, feacherage, 
new fence, chimney replacement, cement fous 





‘Throughout the years the school was the centre 
a the socal fe of the area. Cristmas concerts, 
lances, plenies, churen services and political 
imectings were held there It was also used as 8 
polling station 

‘Years ago Shady Lane won a contest in school 
ground beautification. Some spruce trees 
Planted then are ll Wat islet omark the site of 
fhe schoo 

‘Some of the teachers who taught at Shady 
Lane School were: Miss Flocella Johnston (Mrs, 
Barham), Mrs, Edgar, Mrs, Brown, Miss Jones, 
‘Miss ‘Tucker, hiss Ena Paul, Miss Mason, iss 
oss, Miss Calms, Miss Ana Liner (Mrs: Andy 
Crawiora), Mt. Tipman, Miss Cameron, Miss 
Rose Nielson, Miss Gertrude Hagerman’ (3trs 
Ewart MacDonald), Miss Nellie Saville, Miss 
Brletaka, Stewart Meeres, Miss Magele Dams 
(is. Briggs), Miss Hazel Johnston (Mis. W. 
Prendergast), Miss Alys Maurer (Ors. Elwood 
Evench) Mist Nettie Jean Philips, Mise Magda 
Wola (irs. Norman Anderson), Mr. Kirsch. 
[Apologies are extended to any who may have 
‘been missed. 

"The pupllsin the last class atthe country Joes 
lion were: Stanley, Marian, Eno and Eileen 
Kauppl; Marjorie Andersoa, Donna Bot, Leslie 
alt Frank Kul, Pred Smith, Peter and Baward 
Duncan, Its not known for sure whether or aot 
Gordon’Shea was one of the pups inthe last 
clase 





SKOCDOPOLE, CHARLES HENRY — by Gasle 
Engl 

Enartes Henry Skocdopole, the eldest child of 
John and Marie Skocedopole, was born at 
Osceola, Oklahoma, U.S.A, on June 16,1204 His 
parents were Czeckosiovaitan immigrant, his 
Father having come fo the U.S.A. as a child and 
‘hs mother as a young woman, Marie was unhap 
py with the Oklahoma climate, so they decided fo 
Tinmigrate once again, ths’ fme to Canada, 
when Charles was nine months oa 

"They areived by train at Blackfaids and lived 
for'a short time at Bullocksvile, a haalet 
between Haynes. and Allx. From there they 
‘haved fo Botta where John filed an a Bomnestead 
NE16-38-18W4, which Is stl in te Skoedopote 
family, now Belonging’ fo Charles’ youngest 
brother, Emi. 

‘Charles attended schoo! near the farm for skx 
years but was more interested in the building of 
nachines fo elp withthe farming than he was in 
School. When he was 16 years old the automobile 
‘ras ust coming ino ifs dwn and he decided to at 
{ena the Sweeney Automobile School in Kansas 
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City, aissourl, USA. When he retuned he 
Worked for atime as a mechanic in Erale 
Snyder's garage in Botha and also ran the pro- 
jector in the local movie theatre. 

‘Tand-leariag being ane of the tougher Jobs of 
the homesteaders, ne decided there Was 
mechanical way to do i, and the "Brush Hog” 
Was created, The Brvsh Hog was bull by Charies 
Sind is dad tn their own shop. Tt was a V type 
‘brush cutter mounted. on 2 15:30 McCormick 
Deering, tractor. It proved a very successful 
machine, clearing much of thelr own land as well 
Es thelr helgnbors land. 1a 1828 860 Caterpillar 
tras purchased with a V brush cutter manutac: 
{ured in Calgary mounted on It From then on 
Commerical operation was setup by Charles and 
fis brother 2d and the brush clearing moved 
west, Inthe fall of 199 they were on the north 
Side of Sylvan Lake straight inte withthe main 
treet 

“That November Chaves, his two brothers and 
several others. went moose hunting st Goose 
fake, northwest of Barrhead. While they were 
there the Athabasca River ferry crossing froze 
over and everyone except Charles and Bill 
McChesney” crossed the river in a basket to 
Feturn home. Charles stayed to take the truck 
home when the river froze hard enough fo cross, 
snd Bl aldn't want fo go In the basket. 

‘While they were wating they went fo work at 
the Pink Aberaathy Mill where Mildred Strang, 
Hs future wife, was working as a cook's helper 
They were matried the following March 3, 1996 
and then went to Boths for about a year. These 
being depression years, they decided to return to 
{henorth tothe sawmills for work, working in the 
‘Abernathy and’ Tom Woltinger mls, chaes 
‘sty hauled lumber to Wesllock and Edmon- 
fon, Roads were almost nonexistent andhe often 
ha to load and uatoad his lumber several mes 
ber tip when the trdek became stuck. While in 
Fis area tele four enlldren were born, one dying 
in intaney 

"There were no schools near the sawmills, so 
when Ronald, thelr eldest son, was ready for 
School they had to return to Botha and Charles 
‘Went beck to land clearing, which had been 
Carried an by his brother Edward. 

‘On November 15, 191 the fanity moved to 
thelr” present location, NE 26-384-W3, having 
ppurenased the farm from Philip Lloyd Cole and 
Kis son Ogden, It was fortunate it was a valld 
‘Winter that year as the house was very poor. Tt 
Conssted of s kifenen and living room en the 
{round floor and two bedrooms upstairs, these 
Seng heated bya hole in the celling above a 
heater in the living room, Tt was one of the frst 
‘Wooden frame houses built nthe area and One 
‘could see through the walls In many places, 
Every size of board had been used. Some bad 
‘been howed by an axe, andthe building was ined 
‘with Norwegian newspapers of 1804 vintage, that 
Is, where the mice hadnt chewed them Up. 
Everything was crawling with bedbugs, but 
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Mildred did away with them by papering the 
‘whole Rouse and then calelmining everything 
{freen. ‘Tao. green color came from the Paris 
Green polson added to the calelmine. The house 
Was. repaired so as fo become liveable and a 
Bedroom and porch were added. The family ved 
Inthat house unt 195, when they bul thelr pre 
Sent home, Charles soon added a repalr shop to 
ihe wullding site and continued clearing land, 
epalr work and farming 





‘Stnlple ing e 


When Ronald finished sehool he went to work 
for Charies on the brush cutters during the 
Smmer months. The focal oll oom was th {0 
Sing and Ron decided to make a year-round 
fperstion with the Cats, and went to work clea. 
{ng for selsmle Ines inte wiater of 1958. 1954 
Charles purchased another Cat, a D4, and the 














vearround selsmio clearing operation began 
When Glenn finished sehool a partnership was 
Setup between the four family’ members and a 
few years later the business was Incorporated 
‘become Skacdopole Construction Ltd, Charles 
‘was never actively Involved with the oll, 
‘operations, but looked after the busines at home 
8nd the machine shop. The company has ex- 
panded the machine ‘shop to became Tully 
‘equipped, and many a neighbor knows he can get 
‘emergency repalr Work done at any time when 
Charles Is nome, 

Tn 1973 Charles gave up hs share of the com- 
pany {o his two sons and son inlaw and semi 
Fetlrea. He and Mildred spend thelr winters i 
Victoria, B.C., where they’ enjoy ocean fishing. 

Charles has always. been tnterested In the 
progress of his community and was an early ad 
oeate for rural electrification and rural gas, He 
Was a director on the R-E.A. from Its beginning 
In ist and the gas Co-op from lis begianing 
Wien the Raven Municipalty became a Local 
Improvement District in 1951 Charles was 
Cleeted tothe frst advisory board for the L-LD., 
land has remained on the board as the local 
‘epresentative fo the present time, 

"Charles and Mildred have three children 
Ronald Charles ‘married the former Carol 
Kangas, daughter of Urho and Letty Kangas of 
Evenson. They have three children, Cliford, 
Pamela and Patel, 

‘Gayle Elsie Is married to Ralph English, son 
ot Melvin and Ivy English of Calgary. They have 
three children — Rodaey in Edmonton, Dale in 
Eckville and Dianne, wife of Bradley Forsythe of 
Rocky Mountain House. 

Gienn Lyle is married to Fern Catherine 
‘Thorkman, youngest daughter of Charles and 
Syivia Thorkman of Eckville. They have four 
ehlldren Steven, Susan, Carla Jean and 
Gerata 





‘SMITH, JAMES — by James Smith 

“James Smith was bor in 1915 at Irvine, 
Alberta. Ate age of six years the family moved 
fo the Alex Staudinger farm at Benalto, where 
We lived for three years, Like most farm people, 
bur parents had very Iie money, so when any of 
the family could they would get job. In 827, at 
the age of nine years, as lucky enough fo Wark 
{or Mr. Tom Britton, milking cowrs and putting 
up hay, ata wage of $5 per month, That summer 
‘as one ofthe happiest that remember, as Mr 
Britton sang or joked every day. Sometimes on 
‘weekends we put some cattle ar horses in he cor 
Faland bad our own small rodeo, 

‘in 192, our famaly raoved two mlles east of 
Benalio where we stayed untl 1888.1 remember 
it was every boy's ambition fo get out with the 
threshing crew. At the age of 14 Years Twent for 
BS days. Threshing Was a hard Job, but ft of 
fun, to, 

"A quarter section of land was bought in 1988 
north bt Eckville where my brother Joka and I 














spent the summer, living In granary. While 
Saying there we summer flowed fhe fan. In 
ine evenings Olva Elon, Charle Kasper. and 
Frank Zaid came down to wim inthe Fiver or 
Play cards: Saturday evening was steam bath 
Fight at our good neighbours: the Elsons o the 
Kespers. 

inte folowing years the six bys nthe famt 
'y bought haf seeton of land from George and 
‘onn Cristie twomiles west of Eckwtle. Here we 
farmed until 16, and. were: known” a5. "The 
Smith Broters". ‘The house on ths tarm was 
love tothe rlizoad and onthe Gays when Tne 
trains went by we often counted the men rdlng 
the box cars ooking for work. One day Teounted 
Hi telows on the cars. Wale farming there 1 
Femember two winters spent hauling Crawood 
tstnhores tothe Eee creamery fo keep he 
Sellers going, in 1983 we ook on the ob of Raul 
ing gravel for the foundation of the Eckvile 
Hespital, John Makt and Curtis Bromiing also 
tad teams woridng on this fo. 

‘During the fall of 1947, the Smith Brothers 
partneratip was dissolved, so T moved tothe NW 
EXSiLiWs: north of espero, where my fall 
na sil farm, 

‘sie Gerbaich was born tn Brawlaw, Ger 
many in theeastern sone of what snow a art of 
Poiana "This area was occupied by the Russians 
after the war- After some hazardous alters 

Sale escaped tothe wen in 1 Her brother tn 
law, wno nad immigrated to. Calgary in Nay 
466, arranged for Elsie (o come alongwith his 
tte end family to Calgary. after she” had 
Worked out for three: years 1 was fortunate 
‘noughtomest Else and on May 1,63 we were 
‘married, tn 1965 my uncle, James Sith, retired 
irom the Bank of Montreal to come west from 
‘Toronto and ive on our farm. He stayed with Us 
Unt passing 

isle dnd 1 have four sons and one daughter: 
pred, Stephen, Ralph, Linda and Gordon. Pred 
Thoved to Calgary. after graduating trom the 
Eiigary School of Peebmoogy, to work for Atco 
Industile. Om May 9, 1969 Fred married Lynne 
Canlaon, ana they have two boys, Colin James 
nd Mart Andrew. 




















Stephen farms in the Eckville area in 
partnership wih his brotier Ralph. He married 
Stary Ann Walsanen on August, 1975. Ralph 
‘married Joan Stanforth July 24,196, They have 
2'son, Gerald Willa 

Unda isin her second year at the University 
of Calgary. She hopes to became a teacher. Gor 
on, our Youngest son altends the Bekvilie High 
Seno. 





SYREN, WAINO WILIELM 
Seven generations: 

‘E Matt, ‘Mathew's son, Pietla, Born in 
‘onlinatt, Finland. Died 112. His wite, Bilt, 
‘Andrea's daughter, brn in Koverake 1624, Died 
ot 

2, John, Matt's son, Pletiia, born December 
48, dy, Died Mareh 1,178, ls wil, Mary, An 
‘Gtea's daughter, born in Sakyla 1705, Died July 
5 es 

4. George, John’s son (Ketola) in Junkkal 
born Maren Sh 174, Died Novernber 1, 1808. His 
Wite, Stlina, ‘Thomas’ daughter, "born in 
Ihavoinen, Ociober #1758, led Maren 1, 182. 

"d Jon, George's son, Ketola, barn April 4, 
18h, Died February 17, 1853, His wife, Regina, 
‘John’s daughter, Junkala, born February 12, 
ie 














3 Gustav, John’s son, Syren, born November 
2, igs. Died Apa 28, 186. Is wife, Leen, 
John’s daughter, Antila, born January 3, 187 
Died July 2, 185 

"Wilhelm, Gustav's son, Syren, born in 
‘Auvoinen, August 1, 1851, Died Marek 17,180 
‘Bis wie, Johanna, Branat, bora in Borter (PI 
tixyla) in June 168, Dlea February 10, 19, 

“7 Walno Wilnelm, Wilnelm's son, Syren, born 
at Honan, Touru Laane, Finland, January 22, 
‘od. His wife, alma Lousa, born Septembe? 28, 
ie, at Abtari: Waasan Laane, Finland, Het 
father, Helkl Lousa, Finiand. Her mother, 
‘Agatha Lousa (Jaklato) 

‘After emigrating trom Finland, Waino and 
‘Alma met and married in San Francisco on 
‘August 12, 2813, then homesteaded at Condor in 
January, 194, Their children were born at Con 
Gor, Alberta, Walter Wiltelm bora June 2,191, 
Hale wite, Alice (Taylor). Taey reside at Condor 
‘Anna Alina bora September 1, 1916, Her husband 
{s Wiliam von Hollen and they reside at hare 
bra, Alberta, Ivan Elmer born August 28, 1818 
He served in World War ll overseas end returned 
home when the War ended: accidental death 
‘Tune 2,190. Agnes Johanna bora September 13. 
aah, resides at North Surrey, B.C.; Herhusband, 
itt Gibson, deceasea November, 1077. Jeanie 
Helen born October 16, 1925, and her husband, 
Verner Bison, reside at Eckiille, Alberta. Olga, 
Matida born September 9, 1927, and her hus 
band, Clarence Needham, reside at Alhambra, 
‘Alberta, Larry Lev! bora, November 6,199, 
Geceased November 20, 1829. Hilla Ellzabeth 
born March 3, 1851 and her husband, Jerry 











Jones, reside at Calgary, Alberta. All Margaret 
is 'borm January. 6, 18%, and her husband, 
George Datema, reside at Royston, fC. 

The frst year on thelr homestead they had 
fone cow ad's tear of oxen. On one trp that 
Waino made to Sylvan Lake with his team of 
xen to get seed Brain, he fll asleep coming 
forme by Benalto in the afternoon. When Ne woke 
Uphe was at Piteax (now Hlespero) inthe night 
the moon was shining, one ox was standing up 
and the other one was lying down chewing Ale 
fd, He arrived home the next morning: travel 
‘Was somewhat slower then! 

‘What would you think of walking 10. Red 
Deer? Well, Waiao di, to fle on his homestead! 
He recalls walking many trips with @ bundle of 
bedding and clotnng on his back to brush camps 
Tooking for work west of Rocky’ Mountain House, 
(One winter he snared rabbits to bring in 4 few 
ents: One hundred rabbits were sod fo Adams’ 
Store’ at Albambra’ for two and half cents 
aplece” 

Walng and his wife, Alma, reside on their 
farm, N.E- 19.38-4-W5, at Condor. They 
celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
on August 12, 1973. In 1078 they. Will be 
élebrating 68 years of living together. 





TAYLOR, LEROY 

‘Iwas born In Bowden in the year of 1925, April 
9, My father moved to Condor in October, 280, 
where he lived until 1964, farming al the time. 
Mr. Baker lived to the north of Us; Mr, Black to 
te west Me. Warden fo the south, Mi. Mel 0 
the ean I went osha! af Condor and Prairie 

eas very cold in the winters. In those days 
tne kettle onthe stove would freeze at night We 
‘haa few foxes and mini for a while, then just 
milk cows after thal 

‘My moter passed away on May 5, 1853 while 
on the farm. My dad passed away on December 
4, orb. He was living in Sylvan Lake at the 
time and was 87 years ld 

"Taere were four of us In the family, three 
sisters and Twas the only boy. One sister passed 
away in June, 1951 


‘THE TWEED FAMILY — by Leland Tweed 

My father, Knud ‘Tweed, with his brothers, 
sisters and thelr mother care from Norway and 
Seltled near Montour, Towa. His father dled in 
Norway and is burled there. Little Is known of 
ther background, 

‘My mother, Rackel Rasmus, came trom 
Norway With her parents, George and Caraline 
Rasmus, sister Nellie and brother Benedlet in 
about iti. They setled in LeGrand, Towa, and 
the children ‘attended. schoo! there. Grandpa 
‘worked ina stone quarry about a mile away. My 


‘mother married Knud Tweed and went tolive on 
the farm about three males trom LeGrand. My 
Torher ras lett a widow in 1908. We siaved on 
the farm for ihree years and then had a farm 
Sale, buying.a Rome in LeGrang in 1912, Shorty 
after we moved, her son Clifford died and, since 
‘Mother's family ~ parents, brother and sister 
Nelle, and Ell Anderson — had all come to 
‘Alberia to homestead, she was left the only one 
‘ther family in Towa, Her parents wanted her to 
ome to Alberta to stay forthe winter, which we 
4d, That winter she met and became engaged to 
SGecrge Jayes, which meant we would be com 

to Alberta to make our home. We went back to 
Tova in February 113 and then made plans to 
‘eturn to Alberta that fall. We sld or home and 
Shipped our household belongings by box ear. It 
{ookta'month or I fo aorive In Red Beer ad 
Several nelghbors went to Reé Deer by wagon to 
bring us our belongings, We seltled ina house 
nearby and my sister Keitha and {went to Shady 
Lane School that had been built thal summer. 
‘That swellea the enrollment to elght; dhe same 
‘choo! Roused 45 pups many years later when 
‘ys Maurer taught all elght grades, 











arly tn the spring of 191, my mother and 
George aves drove to. Red’ Deer and were 
‘married, A shor ime later we moved tothe cosy 
Itlehome he made for us. Iwas ot finished but 
I had three nice windows, a shingled root, one 
large roam and bedrooms upstaits 


George enjoyed working with an axe — either 
eutng fre-woed oF heving logs. He served on 
‘Shady’ Lane school board. This quarter section 
‘was onthe same section where. all Mother's 
Felatives lived, and she enjoyed belng near her 
{amily but only for a shor ime, ase moved to 
Castor on an open half section inthe fall f 1915.1 
attended Artnurdal School gorth of Fleet until 
{E18 when my schooling was terminated because 
ofthe fu epidemie, the schools being closed for 8 
time, Later, becaise of the dry years on the 
Dralte, we moved back to the homestead here, 
My ‘mother always. enjoyed Tooking after 
elekens. They bult'a hen house for 100 hens 
Dicke Schouten lived across the road an the Frank 
Buckle homestead and bought produce to send 10 
{he coal mines in Nordegg. He gave them an ex. 
tra twoandhalf cents 8 dozen as he knew he 
Could guarantee fresh eggs to. his special 
fustomers living there. So when 212 dozen erate 
Was led, George carsied It to Dick and 
received cash every time, 


In 1895 I went back to fowa and worked on a 
form there, Walle there L'met my future wile, 
Grace O'Neal. T returned fo Alberta, rented & 
{farm in the Marianne dstrct and two jears later 
went back to Towa and was married (1929). We 
fame fo Alberta to farm in the Condor dst. 
While't Was away Mother passed away of 








pneumonia. Having cooked ina lumber camp in 
Ralitoria, George was quite capable of looking 
after thelr three children. Gladys, the eldest, 
‘vas Mand Elmer (Bud) and Nelle younger — 
Ul going to Shady Lane School. Four months 
aflef mothers passing, George, too, passed 
Sway, He took sland clea que suddenly of 
pneumonia. The three young folks then made 
{heir home with Grace and me. They lived with 
Us until they sere old enough to go out on thle 
‘own, Gladys married Johnnie Rasmussen and 
Nellie married Richard Rasmussen, Jonnnle’s 
‘ephew. Elmer served in World War TL 

‘We had three sons — Myron, born 1990, and 
twins, Vernon and Virgil, born 193, Out home is 
the former Otto Nelgard land that they bought 
from the Hodson's Bay Co, and 18.2 halt mile 
north of Condor. where the bays went fo schoo. 

sce passed away in 1942 from a heart con 
dion brought on by theumatic fever. She lived 
for her family, her nome, and her church, Se is 
burled in Leslieville cemetery, where my' mother 
and step-father are also buried. 

Myron took Grade 11 and 12 at Didsbury 
there belng no high school in Condor. After 
Eraduation he wen fo Bible School there and also 
Studied musi, Later he went to Cascade College 
fn Portland Oregon, where he met Pauline Pet 
tHeord, who was also studying music. They were 
‘married in Portland. Myron tas made muse his 
profession and after studying in several places 
Poceived his Doctor's Degree in Callforala. He 
teaches musie in Point Loma College in San 
Diego, California, He's also minister of mus at 
the Raneto Bernardo ‘Community cureh In 
Rancho Bernardo. They have two sons and two 
‘Gaugiters. Randy finished high school and Is 
‘Studying musie. Robin has finshed high school 
this pest year. Greg and Heather are both in 
chon, The family gave a concert at Condor last 
September. 

‘Vernon and Virgil tok thelr schooling in Con 
‘or ad attended Bible Sehool in Disbury. Ver 
fon married Jean Vincent of the Red-Deer Pine 
Take area, He worked in Woodward's down-tovrn 
ore in Edmonton, then Went tothe new store i 
North Edmonton. He Wwas later transferred 10 
Calgary where he was in charge of sporting 
foods and toys. While in Calgary’ he Was sent 10 
Eastern Canada and Nev York to buy toys fr the 
Sore. Later, while Inthe Vancouver store be was 
Sent to foreign counizies to buy toys for 
Woogward's, He ts now back at Edmonton's 
downtown store, where hes merchandise 
manager for hard. goods, ‘They have three 
children, Karen, Dale and Roger. 

‘Virgl married Joy Paul from Red Deer Hill 
area In. Saskatchewan. He worked. for the 
Government of Alberta in Edmonton end was 
Inter transferred to Calgary wheree Is ith the 
personnel Dept. of the provincial government. 
ney have two children, Jil and Darrel 
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VON HOLLEN, TED 

He came tothe Condor area in 1915 at whic 
time hog Tatsing wae our maln hobby. At ths 
lime, we were handling around 250 hogs and as 
UUme’ went on, we got up to 425, Well, nearly 
‘eversthing got to smell and 100k lke hogs, 50 
Stter some of our debts were pal, the hog situa 
tion got smaller and smaller until we ad quan 
tity that we were able fo handle properly At (Wo 
‘idferent stages, We nearly lost our new barn 
plus our plegery lve-up, soa thls point, we quit 
the idea of having sows coming inn he winter 
months and this, naturally, eut the work problem 
Inhale -As me went op, the pigs were al dis, 
posed ot and Tel went to Ser and amber 
Rind of easing off somewhat in logging as age 
‘vas beginning fo tell plus the fact that by now 
bur seven children sere all on thelr ow, five 
‘urried end to working out, (six boys and one 
Bin was our family.) 

‘The serap hobby resulted in much popularity 
for the bossy as he made a "tractor" fence with 
400 units n'a line-up across the middle of the 
fied and everyone wha went by made a practice 
‘of stopping into ee tls fence. News ofthe fence 
feached to many parts of Alberta, as well as 
Hight across Canada, We even had a watler stop 
In trom New York who said he was going 10 
publish a book with Ted's name and Robby men: 
Boned, We never did see the book Dut some 
fetends of ours tod us they read an article about 
the tractor fence fa book ne read from alibrary 
Initia Columbia Ted also made a car fence 
Which drew aot of people looking for ear parts 
{ind this ls stil in existence today in 1977 

Lillian, his wif, nas a hobby all her own and 
‘hat is looking afte and running abotle depot on 
{his farm. She got fo know a lot of new people in 
this manner and is widely known as well {also 
Tale a large garden to elp out some of my 
{hildren who live in the ety where garden space 
fs very limited, For an extra help fo my fellow 
fiends, 1 also ralse beading plant, which seem 
to gain popularity as time goes on, T™made my 
wn greenhouse, starting on asmall scale for my 
‘wn use but within three tbort years {found It 
fRecessary to build another greenhouse larger, in 
Size to aceommodate my many new-made 
{Hends’ needs. 1 stil have another hobby whe 
{kes eare ofthe long winter months and thats 
klnning coyotes for those who can't master {ls 
[En Even tis adds tothe pleasurelt gives you to 
sce the surprised look on the faces of the coyote 
ihunlers when tey “can’t believe that a coyote s0 
Dbadly shot and mangled up” can look s0 Rood 
then the job on it Is all completed 

Well, all in all, nave any spare time lett, 1 
luke to read my Bible for tes from there that T 
get my strength and inspiration fo keep going 
Row don't get the idea wrong, that Leon't have 
any time left over, for that is not so. T have 
Already worn out iny first Bible and found It 
riscessary to buy a larger print book as my eyes 








are getting a itle bit old for the smaller print, 
specially for evening reading 

Well, this i about all of my Interests, except 
tat we have a wonderful bunch of very goed 
neighbors and felends, always there when you 
need them: 


WARDEN, ROBERT 

Robert William (Roy) was born in Edin 
burgh, Scotland, December 8, 189, Te was the 
{youggest af three boys. The two older children, 
Jim and Dick, died ata Young age, leaving Roy 
san only ena 

{m1 1005 bis parents, Robert Wilam and Anna 
‘Warden, lef Seoland: Roy would be seven atthe 
time, They saled to New Zealand and finaly to 
Vancouver where the family lived until 16, 
‘The Wardens then moved east, setling in Car 
mingay, Alberta, In 1918, along. with St. 
Warden's ‘brother Archie, ‘they purchased 3 
{quarter section af land @ halt mile north and one 
mile west of Condor. 

‘Mr. Warden Was very well thought of by his 
nelghbors and felends. He spoke with afne Scot 
{ish burr. He rolled his R's and yen he spoke is 
fone name, it came. out "Rie". He never 
Smoked cigarettes and never swore 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Warden were original 
homesieaders, Both had very fine qualities and 
high standards. ‘They both attended the semall 
fhureh in Condor regulary. irs Warden played 
fhe organ for many years. 

‘Mire Warden dled In 1813, just before Christ. 
mas. Mrs. Warden was very musical and sang 
‘any Scoitish songs which her son, Roy, passed 
fn tobisehldren and we sang them many times 
Mrs, Warden was an active member atthe W. 1 
fd the Mission Cirle 

"i August of 1994, Mis, Warden married Jack 
‘saw. It is noted inthe minutes ofthe W.1 of Oc 
fober 11,199, that Mf Best and Mrs. Barton had 
bought them a chai. They lived frst in the house 
next to the Condor tall untii Jack Shaw bullt 
{hele own Rome across the road. Mr. Shaw Wh 
Bert Avery also bull and operated a store which 
they later sold to Mr. Wallace Clement. Mr. 
Shaw died in 1948 and'Ms. Shaw (Warden) In 
1, 

Roy Warden married Mona Prendergast 
November 11, 1920, They had two sons Willam 
Robert (bil) and Richard. Wellington (Dick. 
‘Mona died on February 2,124 and thetr two sons 
Were raised by thelr two respective grand: 
others, Mrs. Predergast taking Dick and Mrs, 
Warden raising BL Both boys went to war. Dick 
in the air force and Bill ip the army. Dick 
became an insisuetor pilot and Was killed walle 
‘oma training mission over Calvo, Feypt, in 184 

Bil married an English war bride, Mary 
Geale. Mary dled in 1968 with cancer. They had 
fe sons Bab and Barry, Bll ives onthe island 
In Comox, BC. In 186, Roy married Rosie 
Meeres. ‘hey ‘had’ seven children: Horace, 
Shirley, Elste, Bruce, Ted, Treena and Shelley 











(Our parents, Roy and Rosie lived on the original 
Homestead until 187 when they sold it BI 
LCougeed, Te short while we lived on the tarm 
‘vas filed with many, many’ events. Some good, 
Some bad) ut all having thelr place Ia the 
Dullding of aur ves. 

‘Mom and Dad were very unigue people. Dad 
loved sports and was a fine athelete. Hs ball 
playing’ ability was ell knowa throughout the 
West country. Both Mom and Dad were very 
musical, Dad played by ear and struck many a 
merry tune on the violin Mom played the guitar 
4nd plano. They both enjoyed reading and felling 
Usstories of thelr Youth, Ded was especially fond 
Df faking about Vancouver and Seotland 

Perhaps it can be bes! summed up by the 
following poem which Dad often repeated and 
wrote in‘reena’s diary 

‘Breathes there a man with soul so dead 

Who never to himself has said 

‘Tals Is my own, my native lan, 

Robt, Burns. 
and Mom wrote “Shieley's" 

‘Be good sweet maid 

{And et these who wil be clever 

Do noble deeds 

Not dream them, all day long 

‘Sa ou wil find 

‘Your lite wil be 

One grand sweet song 
‘Mom dled February 18, 1955. Dad dled June 6 
196 

‘One outstanding event was when our brother, 
Horace, drank some Ive. He was in the hospital 
and. nursing homes for over five years. T 
femember Mom teling me that at least three 
{imes they were (she and Dad) asked to goto Ed. 
‘monton to say good-bye to him that he survived 
feach time and ts sill going strong today. He 
‘Was elther two oF three years old atthe tee 

“The fall of 192 was very wet. Asmall ereek on 
Dad's land had flooded Its benks. Frank and 
George Barton. were coming to. thresh. Dad 
fever got anyone else. Tt took four teams of 
Horses to pull the grain separator across the 
reek: The water was up to tne Rorses belles, 

in 188, ‘Condor won the Alberta Pastbail 
CCharnplonship. Dad yas the pitcher and hs son, 
Bi, was also'on the team, He was also a pitcher 
They never used gloves except forthe eatcher 
and first baseman. Dad's son, Bruce, was and 
Sill (san outstanding bal player and has batted 
many a homerun for his team. He, Bruce, aso 
Iked to play pranks and was 2 Ting leader of 
Such things as turning off the main switeh a the 
School when they (the Condor people) were 
‘ratching a National Film Board presentation. 
Te and his budles would then run dn hide from 
the wrath of thelr elders. Our Dad fod us many 
Adventures about pranks the young men paved 
At Halloween, One was when they alsmentid 8 
‘wagon and carried plece by plece up into a hay 

rand put I all togetner again, to the amaze 
ment of the farmer 





Our brother, Ted, inherited the love of sports 
from his father: He was and stl sa good hockey 
player. 1 ean remember him writ nto the 
Fadio station in Reed Deer and telling them he 
Wanted to be 8 goalle Iie Turk Brod, who Was 
fe star for the Toronto Maple Leafs. He never 
attained this status, however, that Is What 

dreams are made of! 
'S.Reaman and Treena Mielke 





ROY AND ROSIE WARDEN FAMILY TREE 
1, HORACE LENARD — Born Jan. 17, 188. 


2, SHIRLEY ROSE — Born Nov. 18, 1984 
“married Al Reaman 
= live in Rea Deer 
a) Kerry 
5) Randy 
e) Kathy. 
‘married Dave Break 
4) tatenaet 
) Danny ~ 1968-1967 
1} Colleen 


3, ELSIE MAE — Born Sept 18, 1995, 
"married Bil Harrington 
Tiive in Calgary 

a) Dawn 
Tareled Jerry Paullott 
D Crystal 
») Bobby 
) Lor 
) Cnay 


4. RONALD BRUCE — Born Dee. 25, 1857 
“ONnairied Sabine Warden 
= live in Syivan Lake 
2) Michele 
5) Timotny 


5, EDWIN ROY — Born July 2, 199 
"married Gail Warden 
= five n'Benalto 
) Tammie 
5) Jason 
) Trevor 


6. TREENA EMILY — Born Feb. 15, 149 
‘Simarried Peter Mielke 
T live in Baxville 
a) Devin 
») Darele 
eh si 





1. SHELLEY ROSE — Born Feb, 18,195. 








EZ, WOLD FAMILY — by Magda Anderson 

My parents, Mr. and Mrs. 1+ Wold, cama to 
Condor inthe spring of 1824. Thelma, Elvin, Ray 
‘and Eling arrived with them and came after 
choo! closed at Lecue for the Rolidays, We 
ented land in this area for a few years. Then 
they went to. dad's ‘homestead near’ Breton, 
‘Alberta. ‘The boys attended school at Praiie 
Rose and Shady Lane. Erling took Grade Eight 
aU Dalsy Nook. Mother passed away in 1856 and 
‘dud in 1858 

“Thelma worked n Calgary, married Ea Long 
and ralsed five children: Laurence, Edwin, 
‘Thelma, Donna and Gordon. Bawin was killea in 
a'shooting accident when he Was 1B years ol 

Elvin married Anna Hansen of Breton. They 
have tree sons, Arman, Vietor and Raymond, 
Elvin and Anna live in Leduc, after selling thelr 
farm south of Warburg. For a number of years 
they ad the Batle Lake Store. Erling and Roy 
‘ae farming south of Warburg 

1, Magda, mareied Norman Anderson and 
have lived ‘west of Bekville-ever since, Our 
daughter Glenda married Robert Wacker, and 
they live on the Anderson place. They have three 
children: Cathy, Steven and Vick 

‘Gur son, Norinan Jr. ved only 17 months 

‘Marjorie married Vern Harbourne and they 
have two sons, Kevin and Shane, Taey live at Ab 
hotstord, Bc 

‘Norman died in 1973, He was interested in 
hunting and fishing and was a good sho. He shot 
{bear in their farmyard in lei. Friends Will 
emember Norman for his olg-‘ime violin must, 
Taught sehoo! tn ths area for over 14 years 


































































Last West 


BARWICK, JOHN NE 32-42-45 
John (Jack) Barwick first came tothe Mount 
view district in 189, and homesteaded what Is 
now the Youb farm. He nad immigrated 10 
‘Canada with is boyhood friend Jerry Bell, from 
their home near Sandringham, Norfolk 
England, They hed worked their way west from 
‘Winnipeg and Mr, Bell setied on the quarter ad 
fblning the one Dad had chosen. Dad bullt 
{mall cabin on the farm and cleared some land, 
then later went fo Southern Alberta where he 0b 
tained work ina stone quarry near Nobleford. It 
Was. there, he met out_mother, Mary Sybil 
Nicolson, trom Stornoway, Seotland who had 
fume over fo visit her sister. They were married 
St Leenbridge in 1911, then moved to Bellevue, 
the Crows Nest Pass, where Dad worked aS 2 
Ile and their eldest daughter, Babs was bor, 

Dad joined the army in 1914 when the frst 
World War began, and served overseas for four 
years, mainly in Prance and Belgium. After his 
eturn, they moved back up fo the farm in 1938, 
‘They had shipped thelr livestock and household 
{goods by rlizoad fo Lacombe, whieh Was the exd 
Gt the line at that time, 

From there, Dad drove @ wagon hitched to 
tour halt-broken brone’ and loaded with the fur 
niture, chickens and ope sovw, walle Mother 
Walked behind, herding the atte, The trip took 
Tree days and she often told us the story of being 
Souired she could not walk another step on the 
lastnight ofthe trp, so they camped at what was 
Tater known as the Molene place, alihough they 
twere only abouta mile and & half from what Was 
{o'be thelr home for the next 25 Years, 

{tas so cold during tha fist winter that mew 
born aves had fo be brought into the cabin £0 
that they wouldn't freeze to death and Dad said 
the went to Rimbey with the slelghs on May 24, 
120, as there was sll so much snow, 

‘Bad was very active in community affairs 
and worked very hard to gel a schoo established 
at Mount View as the nearest ones at that time 
were Willesden Green and Leedale. We ald not 
have a very lange school population at any time 
turing the early years but we were certainly 
very proud of ourvelves the Years we wen the 
{ward for physical tralning at the’ Spring 

















Festival in Rimbey (about 182 or 9) when our 
fotal ‘student body ‘numbered nine! Mie 
Winter was teaching at that time 

‘Some of those mo were going to school dur. 
Ing the early 0's will never forges having to get 
Up at five o'clock in the morning to vide 
horseback to Rimbey' fabout 1d miles) £0 be in 
fur seats atthe Rlmbey High Sehool by nine so 
{hat we eould write our high seboot departmental 
fexams, We were no! allowed to write hem in our 
‘own school af that tme, and’as the Toad TO 
Rimbey was usually.a sea of mad during the 
‘Tune rains, It was impassable for anything ex 

My sisters, Kathleen (Mrs. Earl Heyland) of 
Claresholm,’ Babs (Mrs. 1, Anderson) of 
Monareh and myseit, Jessie (rs. J. Cady) of 
Red Deer, all attended Mount View, Babs for 
nly a couple of Years, I forall my schoo! life, 
find Kale for several years, although she was 
fttending Meadow Vale also, for a Year oF 0 
fatter i as ull. 

Dad was &fusice of the peace forthe strict 
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for many years and court was sometimes held in 
our home: During hose times, my sisters and T 
Were sent othe Dedroore, with ster instructions 
to be qulet and not to dsturb the proceedings, 
although we usually managed to peek out Ge: 
castonaly, 

“Mother will always be remembered for her 
quiet Kindness to her neighbors and for her 
enerosity in lending het beloved books 10 


anyone who shared her love of reading. She was 
flso very fond of animals and almost every out 
Tegued ereature on the farm had a name and 
‘would come to her whenever she called. Some of 
them were real characters! 

‘Mrz and Mrs. Barrick sol the farm in 195 to 
Mr andr Sterling Moore and moved to North 
‘Red Deer. Dad spent hs retirement years at his 
favorite hobby of gardening and his flowers were 
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‘admired by all who knew him and won some gar 
ening awards. He was ative unit his death In 
I9f0at the age of 9, Mother passed away in 972 


BAUER EMANUEL 

"Te Emanuel Bauer's moved fo the Meadow 
Vale district In Mareh 1985 with a family of 10 
chllaren. Emanuel worked kn sawmills, then he 


o 


Dult his own sawmill and sawed fire wood and 
Timber. He sawed some of the lumber forsthe 
Meadow Vale school, Five children of Emanuel 
and Marla Bauer. went 0 the Meadow Vale 
School, Len, Gilbert, Herb, Albert and Norma. 
‘Emanuel helped built on the school. Emanuel 
and some of the neighbors went together and 
Saved lumber to but on the school. He also 
helped bult'on the roads and bridges with his 








team of horses. The roads and bridges would 
wash out 

He would use his horses to pull stumps out 
Emanuel also cleared lad by hand and with Bs 
eam, Now easy with a brand new D 8 Cat. He 
also helped with threshing. and haying nthe 


area, and id some carpenter work. He also 
fade shingles and people would come and buy 
them. He did lot of Dlecksmith work and was 
kind ofa vet for he would go and file the horses! 
teeth in the area, 

‘When Emanel and Maria moved in 19, 
they stayed in Leslieville for month while 
Emanuel was bullding thelr home. Mr, Densing, 
Fa Bauer and Emaniiel went to Dave Adams for 
lumber to bull thelr homes. 

Emangel did some farming unt tele retire 
ment in 196, Then they lived at the Twilight 
Endge ia fed Deer until 1965 when Emanuel 
passed away. Maria now lives with her son, 
Bibert 





‘THE BEIERBACH FAMLY 

er and Kay Beterbach bought a quarter of 
Jang trom Ragnvold Caspersen In September of 
4813 and moved ont in June of, As Herb wasn 
the forces, Key lived there alone until ater he 
War, looking after the farm and teaching Mount 
‘View Sehool, They bought the Ernest Jacobson 
place through the V.L.A, in February of 1987 In 
December of 86 they were joined by baby Glen, 
and. tn June of 1848 by baby Lesle 

Since ten Kay taught at Bluiton and at 








10 





Rmbey as Home Beonomies Instructor. Herb 
‘rove the mall route forthe west for three years 
8nd worked oceasionally In garages in Rimbey 

‘Presently, Gien oars the Caspersen place bil 
lives with his parents, Leslie with his wite and 
Lilo, tree years, and Lana, {wo Years Ive in 
house an an aereage at Home and is employed a8 
Sutabody mechanic in Rimbey- Herb and Kay 
plan velirement on thelr farm, Herb enfoying 
sting 


BELL, 3.4. 

ME. 1. T. Bell came from Norfolk, England, 
lon with Jaek Barveck i 1800 oF 107, he took 8 
omestead In the alstiet now known aa Meadow 
Vale Mi. Bell worked out quite abt, worked on 
ralloads, also in a stone quarry. 

He married Annle Ethel Wager, daughter of 
Ms, and Mrs: George Wager in 195 and settled 
oven to farming, and ina year or so gave up the 
Homestead and moved to a farm south east, the 
NW 22424.W5 where they farmed for many 
Years and raised thelr family. ‘This farm was 
{ater sald 10 his grandson, Douglas Ecker. Me 
and Mrs, Bell moved to the Willesden Green ls 
{let where they lived thelr remaining Years. 

Sur. Bell serve on the municipal counel for 
time and fook an interest in the affairs ofthe ds. 
trie, He loved the outdoors along ith bunting 
and fishing, and was a game Warden for many 

‘ir. Bell passed away In September 1964 at 
the age of Sf years and Mrs. Bel Joined him in 
Novernber 196 at 70 years of age, 

"Tnere are five children in the family, Jesse 
atrs: Wallam €. Thompson) of Rimbey, Violet 
(Mts, Herman Beker) of Bluffton, Lilian (rs, 
Ron Maser) of Bluffon, Donald married Bernice 
Simmons and they reside a Rlmbey, and Gordon 
married Ruby Mann and they reside at uttton, 
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BENSON, LEO — by Norman Benson 

‘1b, Leo Benson came fom Glenwood, 
Minnesota and homesteaded the NW1124.8 
boing five miles north west of eedale, which a 
that ime was known as Wittenburg. There were 
‘ery few Settlers Inthe Valley at that ime and 
Suppites were brought In trom Lacombe 
fenrally fice a year, in the spring and fall 
Spe of the main items was 2 gallon ef alcehol, 
which was used for medicine, Very ttle was 
tver used for socal events, 











{A triend came up from Glenwood the fallow 
Ing year and homesteaded the SE-1642-4N5, Hs 
nae was Frank Hallet. The two were Trained 
‘tresters and they travelied to diferent towns in 
‘Alberta taking on all comers. The Grand Trunk 
Ralirad sas being bult Ia northern Alberta at 
that time and they foun plenty of sit compet: 
ton among the railroad workers 

Frank Hallett sold ‘is homestead to 
Josephine (Gramma) Simmons and went back to 
Minneapolis where he joined the Clty Police 
Force. While trying to apprehend some men who 
had just robbed a bank, he was shot and xlle, 

Tn 1907, Norman and Harold Chinneck, with 
thelr sister, Geraldine, came from Detrot, 
Michigan and ook homesteads in what Is now 
Called the Midland district, "Norman 
homesteaded the farm now owned by Harold 









































Lemieux. Harold took the place now owned by 
Fioris Looy, The new Wittenburg sehoo! was 
Dull that year and Geraldine Chinneck was one 
tf the pups: The teacher was a Mr. Crag. In 
‘fo she as married fo Leo Benson in Lacombe 
land after a honeymoon in Bantf and Calgary, 
feturned to the homestead 

Tife was always a challenge tn those carly 
ays, being no doctor closer than Lacombe, 
Gramma Simmons was a practeal nurse and 
‘was always there when the need arose. Many 
{amilies owed a great deal to this wondertul per 

‘he Bensons ralsed a large family, thee be 
ing’eleven children. Lloyd, the frst born, then 


on tlle and Gordon. Only Verna, 
‘Melvin, Normaa, Jesse and Stella are let, thé 
Test of the family have been taken by ilness ana 
fceidents, Lco Benson passed away tn 197, his 
widow tn 29% 
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‘There were many happy events that took 
place on the Benson farm, and many sad Ones 
foo. One of the happy times would nave To be the 
‘Henson Stampede, It was the usual, Bron rial, 
Steer riding, ete, but the highlight would have 16 
be the laces democrat race. The team of horses 
had’ to be Harnessed, then hooked to the 
‘emoerat and then make the naif mile trackein as 
{asta time as possible. Mrs, Frank Nugent could 
‘Win this race wth no trouble. Tt was sald she 
‘coud puta fot of mem to shame getting that tears 
hamessed and om the track, There was always 
big bowery gance.at might. I anyone, doesn't 
know svhai a bowery dance Is Cs. platform on 
Iy, with the sky for a ool” Bing's arehestra 
Sipplled the muste. That being Bing Engebret 
Son, This all {ook place onthe land later owned 
3m aoe, jst across the Poa from Ben 
was hard to Keep horses in the early days as 
there was so much wet land around. They would 
bet swamp fever and that was the end of hem, 
‘The best team that was ever on the Benson farm 
was a team of matched sorrels bought In 
Tacombe for $30. and they only lasted two 
months before getilng the disease and dying 
‘That was a had knock as S800. was 2 ot of 
‘money in those days. There were lot of horses 
{hat came and went on the Benson farm, Two of 
{he toughest had fo be Nancy and Fly, Nancy, a 
oan and Fly, Jet black, traded trom an Indian 
by the name of Yellowtace. ‘They were the 
toughest cayuses you ever sav. Both branded — 
fon Fight hip. They carried neariy al the Klds (0 
School in Leedale, There used fo be quite an en 
feampment of Indians living across the road 
Some of the young people used to come over 
fevery day. One git about 14 oF 15 used to come 
fver‘and Fun up and down ihe stair in our house 
My how sh could laugh. T guess it was quite 
novelty in those days for them o se salts Her 
‘ame was Annie Strawberry, daughter of John 
Strawberry 
‘In 1829, Benson's started sawmilling in the 
‘Medicine Lake area, The mill was amllenorth of 
Medicine Lake where you turn to go down to the 
Take, The mill sat therein that same location un 
{WL1SK3.To see the country around there now you 
Would never believe the Beautfel timber that 
vas there, back during the 30's. A terrible tire in 
sit al but wiped It out, Nearly all the early 
Seltlers are gone now, I's too bad we coulda’t 
inave gotten their frst hand Impressions of the 
early days, It would have made a most In 
feresting and enjoyable reading to have tall 
paper. 








BOLL, HERMAN 

Hiefman Boll came from Germany, then to 
the USA. In the early 190', then to Alberta in 
907" and’ Romesteaded the ‘SE 3424.05. he 
farmed with oxen, then with horses. 





BOWELL, HAROLD AND OLIVE. 


We arrivea in Canada from England In 1928 
and worked for a farmer in Condor for three 
‘yeara and in the spring of 1982 we moved out fo 
the Mount View distlet and we setled on 
quarter section (NW 27-2-4.W5) across the road 
{form the Mount View School. Bing Engebretson, 
Who was married to my wife's sister, Vera, and 
eno ved In that dlstriet advised ws that it would 
bbe good start for us. We bought the land from 
the CP. teas a raw quarter so we had lots of 
‘work to dato gt estabilshed, My wite's brother, 
Reg Tiedate came to the datviet and bought & 
‘quarter section so we worked together whick was 
Setter for us and him also 

We traded a cow for a house and the 
neighbors came tulth a team each and hauled It 
two miles. to ou" place. Bl ‘Thompson, Ed 
Hobeck, Bing and Reg aid the tam work, it was 
hhard ‘works We soon ‘realized what fine. and 
filendly neighbors we hag, aways willing 0 Nelp 
{nny way they could, We now had 2 house and 
‘other buildings and our two boys, Bert and Len 
‘ere now going to school, which Wwas across the 
road and felt we were wel established. In 1804 
‘our third son, Ken, Was born in April and we had 
totake my wite, itv, tothe nspital in Rimbey, 
‘leven miles away’ and the reads were terrible, 
hhever thought we Could make it, but through th 
forts of Bl Thompson we finaly made, aso 
fo Mr H. Lindsay of Leedale and t0 Mrs. V. 
Winter, the sehoolYeacher's wife who Went along 
for my’ wife's sake, 

By now, in 1954; we had our frst crop, grain 
vaso much, we el most at our the 
Sock we had, The fist tem hogs we shipped we 
01 $31 for them so we didn’t have too much to 
Spend on talngs. The kids used fo hunt for crow 
fhd magple eggs to get.a few cents, also gopher 
{all they could make two alls out of one but Mr. 
A Bisd, the Muniepal seeretary finally caught 
‘ap with them, ood detective work on hs par. 

Many good times they had tn Mount View 
Stool, they had dances, basket socals and 
Always a good Christmas concert I aidn't cost 
much, the ladies always. took cakes. and 
Sandwiches, a small collection was made for the 
Softee and musie, Bing, Ea Brown and Claude 
Brown, Ross Mekianon and others usually 




















supplled the music. They played as long as you 
‘wand to dance 

Twas on the stool board with Sandy'Thomp- 
son and Jerry Bel for several Years, Twas also 
fhe secretary for this, gol 45"a ‘year. T 
Femember the flme when Social Credit got into 
power, Mr, W.S. "Thompson was the returning of 
ees for the dlsriet west of Rimbey and Tas 
{he poll elerk. Mr. Thompson was a very strong 
Conservative, and when the ballots were 
ounted, except fora few, every one had voted 
SCvatr. Thompson was not too happy about It 
and 1 was very glad fo get back home, We have 
many nappy memorles of the Mount View dls 
Tell and friends out there, In 1948 we moved to 
Red Deve. Olive, my wile, was very close to her 
parents and as they were getting on in ears she 
Fett she would Uke tobe with them in feed Deer 
Wie go out west occasionally but there are not 
many old timers let. 

Olive and T are aot young any more and itis 
rice that we ean lookback and recall all the hap. 
Dy times we fad during the time we spent out 
est of Rimbes” There were mes when sorrow 
Steak the dlsticteltter by aceldent or natural 
fuses and it seemed ike 2 member othe fara 
ly had departed as everyone in the district and 
elghboriood pald thelr last respects 








BROWN, EDWIN 
NES 

‘awin Brown was born at Buffalo, New York, 
Us.Avon January a, 1698. He came west with 
his pavents, Kervin and Teany’Brovm, also three 
brothers and two sisters in 000, They settled 
near Red Deer, Alberta, where his fatier had 
fairy farm for'a few years, then they moved to 
Burdett, im Southern Alberta 

‘My parents, Abraham and Annie Huff, ith 
‘wo small sons, travelled from Utah, USA. by 
fovered wayon to Spring Coulee, then in the 
North West Territories. ‘Tals was in the fall of 
1804, "The trip took lx weeks, 

My sister, Eva, was born at Spring Coulee on 
‘October 26, 1903. Later they moved to Magrath 
‘Alia. where T was born on November 25, 1985 
‘Soon after the province of Alberta was formed. TA 
ihe fall of 1907 we moved to.a homestead at 
Burdett My brothers botn married and moved (9 
the US.A. They have both passed on. 

‘i served overseas durlag World War 1, as 
ala ‘his brother, Claude. A. younger brother, 
Eugene (Hank) served overseas in World Wat IL 

My" sister, Eva, and. Claude Brown were 
marzied October 28,190. Bis brother, Ed and L 
‘were married September 90, 1894 We lived It 
Calgary from January 1995 untl September 1851 
‘Two sons were born there — Leroy on July 20, 
1905 and Norman on July 25, 1925 

‘Aline time there were many unemployed 
men, Ed was working for heclty, hauling gravel 
‘witha team of horses ang'a dump wagon, He as 
to have two weeks" work, then two weeks off, 
‘Walch que often turned into six weeks of work 
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Twas then he decided to take a homestend. Land 
for homesteading was closed in meny paces. At 
itis time. the nearest avallabe wat west of 
‘mbes, He made a trip with Gordon Koenig and 
‘Walter Waddlelow to look at homestead iand. He 
{ed onthe NE-243.59in Juy 101 Later land 
South of us was opened for homesieading and 
‘any few settlers moved In 

Th Sepiember 188), we shipped by railway 
car, Tour horses, bundles for feee, furniture, 
flog and eat fiom Calgary to Rimbey. a 
travelled with this ear. The bays and {let foot 
tree days later Ed ed only got as far as 
Lscombe, he met us there. We came on the 
Same tain to Rimbey. A passenger ar was 
Hooked onto the end ofthe eight tain 

'Wervere abe o get an old log cain ive, 
on Jim Strachan’sland: Noone ad lived in fof 
Years so we had to do lot of work to make i 
‘Warm enough for winter. With ots of good wood, 
1 cooksstove and airtight heater we were quite 
comfortable 

Teas lonely at frst, but new people were 
‘moving n rapidly. May house pardes were hed 
fnd_we attended many entertainments at 
‘Willesden Green and Mount View Schools, 

My. parents, along. wth, Claude and. Eva 
‘Brown and five children, shipped trom Taber to 
Frey the fal of 181, "They ied northeast of 
‘ime for awl. In March ofa my parents 
fame to lve with us- During the winter the men 
but tog eatin on our land, which we moved 
Into tn June 1802 Our thea son, Loyd, was born 
at Rimbey hospital on September 25,1882 

Wemoved into our two-story tog house in 1883, 
My parensilvedin the ite cabin the death 
fy falter on February 10, ther made 

1 home with us Un her passing oa September 
Sissi ov 
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There was no school near, Children received 
lessons by correspondence. There were quite a 
‘umber of sehoolage eiidren. Ty 1805 meetings 
‘rere held fo organize a school strict, Ed nad 
{led on the SE-140 5.5 in July 1838, a Soldiers 
fgrant quarter. He offered land for schoo! sie. 
"The site was chosen for a School onthe southeast 
corner of this land. A number of names were 
Stayested for the name of the school. The one 
thosen by the Department of Education was 
Meadow Vale, sneldentaly, this was the name 
Suggested by 4. He donated the land for the 
Schon, also for a Cemetery on this quarter 
‘Many men from the dlatriet took a tear of 
horses, sleigh, food and bedding’ and went to 
‘Agam's Mil, where they donated thelr ume to 
‘ut logs, hep saw them intolumber and nau tte 
the sohool site, Mr“ Adams recelved a share of 
the lumber 
The school was built mostly by donation work 
Andy’ Leraand was the head carpenter. He aso 
bull! the senool desks. Later Andy married one of 
ur local schoo! teachers, iss Veletia Hackett 
“Ladies of the district organized the Meadoxt 
vale Ladies Club, We falsed money in Various 
‘wavs to help with the Dullding of the schoo 
Many dances were eld the Ed’ Boblender 
home, After the Second Worla War started In 
1390 our club Was disbanded and a Red Cross 
Group was organized with Ms. W. 3. MeKinnon 
resident. The ladies ald alot of Knitting and 
also made ils forthe ed Cross. After the war 
the Meadow Vale Ladies’ Club was reorganized 
"The senool opened in October 1995. Ars. Alex 
Huberdeau Was the teacher, ‘There’ were 25 











pups, Many good times were held there, Pe 
hit, dances and of course te angual Chelstmas 
‘concert tn whieh every child took part, Ths was, 
followed bya vii from Santa and'a dance later. 
People attended trom miles around, For 2 fet 
‘years we held a social evening af the sehool 
rouse, once month, These consisted at a 
program, followed by Kinch and daneing. Bd and 
Eisude ‘played music, at many. places, 
somelimes with others. tn later years Ed and 
Son's played quite ate 

ed cut falls and posts to bring in a litle 
money. He also sola rabbits, when they were 
‘much ia demand by the fox farmers for feed. He 
Worked for the Municipalty for a. couple of 
Seasons with Alton. Snyder and Stewart 
MeDonala: Doing Toad work, he Was also the 
00k, 

"The Willesden Green Post Office was moved 
from Dorsey Clayion's to our place in March 
S40 I was 1947 before It was closed when the 
‘mall route was extended, 

‘About 1094 or 29 Claude and Eva Brown and 
cullaren, Hida, Grace, Viola, Rex, Wayne and 
Neva moved near Meadow Vaie school. Another 
on, Jay, was born thee in October 196.1 ApEL 
fof 1837 several ofthe ehldren were stricken with 
Scariet Fever andiitie Neva dled on May 4, 3957 
She was almost five Years old 

Tn July of 1957 the Family moved to the Peace 
River country, where another son, Allen was 
bor At the me of this writing Claude and Eva 
freliving at Edmonton, Some of ther family are 
fearby. ‘They have 28, grandchildren and. 25 
reat grandchildren. 

The veers passed quickly, Our sons were 
grovting up and going out to Work. Leroy came 
ome, on time, with palr of buck goats, for his 
Younger brother, Lloyd. Harness was made for 
Them and they" were hitehed to 2 small bob. 
sleigh. ‘Sometimes they were used for hauling 
‘rood or Just or fun with fends, They dit ike 
{orleave nome. Lloyd would lead them down the 
oad about aquarter of a mile, turn them around 
land Jump Inthe sielgh. They would head for 
hhome at a great speed 

‘Lerey and Evelyn Robinson were married 
april iy 194, They lived on the SE-143.503 for 
‘Short time, ten moved to various places where 
Leroy was employed. ‘Their home Is near 
Barrhead. Leroy has been employed by Home 
(Ol Company for many years. He works at Swan, 
Bis, Their family consisted of fve gels and one 
boy, Lois (Are, Keaneth Brickson) Edmonton, 
Barbara (rs, Bob Jackson) Dunean,B.C., Opal 
(Ged an infant in 1952, Lorraine (Mrs. Jack 
Johannson) ‘Edmonton, Melody (Mrs. Danay 
Eraser) Swan Hils, Leland of Swan His and 
‘Thelma, at home. 

Norman and Mary Kneeland were married 
October 3, 1960, They have two daughters and 
three sons, Vivian, Elaine, Steve, Gordon and 
Barry: also five granddaughters 

Teva and Dorothy Pritchard were married in 
















































































April 1953, (Divorced) They have one son and 
feo daughters. Edwin, Eth and hymna, also 
{oro grandsons and a daughter, 

‘Norman and Mary live in Red Deer. Lloyd 
lives at Lee’ Traller Park, near Red Deer 

Tn July 1885, Ed-and T moved toa farm near 
Namba, Alta,'He passed away’ suddenly on 
February 18, 1958, After his death T lived with 
‘Norman's most of the ime uti Tuy 1982 when | 
Fetumed to Nampa. in September 1972 1 moved 
to Red Deer, where I'am'st te present time, 1 
have 15 grandchlidren and 17 great 
‘randedilaren 


THE BRYANTONS — by Fred and Doreen 
Bryanton 

The Bryanton farally came west of Rimbey in 
1sot, After growing up at home, the oldest boy, 
Fred, married Doreen McDonald, trom the 
Midland district, n 1913, in 1945, Pred, Doreen 
and baby, Faye moved to Mount View alstiet. 
Starm formerly owned by Harold Bowell. (N\ 
maw) 

Tots family five more children were born 

In 1951 they moved back tothe Potter Creek 
aistrit 








COOPER, MR. AND MRS. FRANK 

"ME and Mis, Frank Cooper eameto ths area 
trom Monta Vista Distrlet in 1919 and Dought the 
NEW SWS. 

Mr. Cooper was a veteran of the Spanish 
‘americen War. Mr. and Mrs, Cooper in theit 
farlier years, were very active in many things, 
especially the Rimbey fairs and rodeos. 

"They had four ehilaren, Joe lives in Califor. 
sla, a daughter In US.A., another daughter, 
Toots, n Ontario, and rankan (ag) in Lede: 

‘Mi. Cooper was killed in an aceldent [a 1954 
and Airs. Cooper pessed away ina nursing home 
in ioe 


ECKER VIOLET 
Took all my schooling at Willesden Green 
‘and Mount View schools: We rode horseback ot 
walked. 
Twas married in 1897 to Herman Ecker, We 





‘moved onto his quarter of land SW 2424.95, 
‘whieh he had bought In 1884. AC chat time ther’ 
Was no road In there, so we bullt log and rail 
bridges across the rivers and went out across 
bother peoples” Land. 

‘in November 159, my son Douglas was born. 
In about 1945 we bought NE S424. from Mr 
W. Mekinnon so we could be closer to Meadow 
Vale Scho! and nesr a oad. 

Doug ls married nov, has two children, and 
snow lives onthe land my dad, Jerry Bell, owned, 

SW 22.5, 

Tn July 1986, my daughter, Patricia, was 
porn. She is married fo Roy Stout, They have 
three ebildzen and lve at Breton Where ROY is 
‘lee principal of the schoo. 

Ta June 1881, my daughter, Wendy, was born 
sels tmarried 0 Len Olsén, they’ have to 
‘children and live at Fort MeMurray where Lens 
{surveyor for the goverament 

My husband passed away suddenly 
‘November 1, 1969 asthe result ofa heart attack 











ENGEBRETSON, ARNOLD J. 

‘M.A. Engebreison, better known as "Bing" 
‘came trom Geanwood, Mllmtesota inthe early 
‘ifs He had diferent land locations, the last 
trae SE T7245, where he farmed with horses 
In J890 he married Vera Tisdale, an English sini 
{fom Stafford, England, They had tvo enilare 
Carol married, lives at Nanaimo, B.C, and Den- 
nls, married, lives at Quesnel, B.C. 

‘sing was a great violin player. He played in 
several orchestras, one consisted of Rudy Platt, 
Eaith Byers and Bing. Tseen him ride horseback 
‘many times on cold winter nighis carrying his 
‘llln to Leedae to play with Mrs. Jenny Withers 
be Mrs. Hy Lindsay 

Fe coud turn his hand to many things, ne had 
steam engineer papers and run the Lockhart 
Steam ‘Thresher, a community machine, for 

‘Vera Engebretson passed away In the carly 
1007s, In Red Deer. Bing later married Selma 
Freeman, Bing passed avray in 1961 In Bentley 














FOX, FRANK, ZELLA, AND AUBREY (BOB) 
Poy Ms. Bob Fox 

"They came from the state of Pennsylvania, 
USA. in 1914, ‘They setiied in Drumheller 
Frank worked in the coal mine and Mrs. Fox 
raised chickens and Bob went to schoo) 

"Tuey moved to Byemoor in 118 0 a farm but 
the dry seasons came along so they were very 
happy: to move fo Leedale (NE 40412W9) 
1828 There they got lots of rain and feed for the 
Stock. Mrs. Fox used to tale the cream (0 
Leedate tn the democrat, t would be pouring 
ln ane she would tell Bl Lee, the Storekeeper, 
Wwhata nice rain. Guess he got abit fed up, for he 
told ner vou know Mrs. Fox, one can get 100 
‘much They sure aa 

‘Bob’ was not home very much, as he was 
tavelling (boxing). He Was in the States for 8 
‘couple of years, 

met Hob a Stetler on July 1,192 but he was 
away qulleabitand we got married in 1977."Then 
We moved to Leedale and were there for about & 
‘year. We bought a farm at Willesden Green, one 
Half mile east of the post offic. Mr Wager was 
postmaster, a fn gentleman. 

Then the war came, ¢0 Bob enlisted tn 1942 
and he was statloned in Camrose for the curation 
of the war, 

‘When the war was over we moved to Biuttton 
In 1848 and bought the Blue Bird Cafe and weed 
for tea years 

"Bob dled in 198 and Tkept the cafe for awhile 
bout it was too much for me. Then I moved to Vie: 
{oria, then bought a house In Bort Mood) ana 
now iam retired in Pentleton, 

‘We sill have the restaurant tn Burnaby but 
they don't want me to work mind you, T get 
Father bored but guess Tl got used 10 I 








HALLET, ME. AND MBS. FRANK 
"es ad Mrs, Prank Hallet setled on the SE. 








36-42-4.5, known as the Simmons quarter. Mr. 
Hallet was a wrestier and taught Bert Archer to 
Wrestle so Ne had someone to spar with 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Hallet returned fo the United 
States of America before 1812 where he Jolned 
the police force and was shot and killed 





HAMILTON, ORVAL AND BESSIE, NE 21424- 
W5 — hy Bessie Hamilton 

"Orval was born in 197 ona farm in Southern 
Saskatchewan. At the age of seven he moved 
vith hs parenis to Vancouver, where he (ook all 
fis education. In 1982 they’ moved to Hinton 
Trall, whieh Is In the Peace River country. 

‘Bessie was born in Scotland th 1818, Two 
years later Bess, her mother and uncle joined 
her father at Elmworth, which is also the 
Peace River area, 

‘On November 6, 191, Orval and Bessle were 
rmarrled at Tiralns, Ontario. Th August, 1922 
{heir first sony Kenneth Alvin, was born. In 
November 182 Orval went into the armed 
forces, Bessie returned to Elmosth unt the 
fend of the war. Orval Jr, (Joe) Was born In 
March 1944 at Beaverlodge. 





‘Orval, having returned from the service late 
in 195, moved the family to Red Deer in the 
Spring of 198. One year later they moved to'a 
{hrm four miles from Bekele. 

‘in December 185, Roy Miller was born andin 
February 1082, Marjorie was born. They lived at 
Eekville for seven Years and lefl many [lends 
there. 

Tn March of 1954 they moved oa farm west of 
‘Rimbey, located inthe Leedale Valley. The boys 











really enjoyed living here as they had a river to 
fish is 

"Tey are mixed farmers lke many others in 
the district. The two older boys took thelr sehoa! 
Ing at Bluebell and Mount View and completed It 
in imbey 

Tn August 1857, thelr second daughter, Susan 
was born. One year later on Ken's 1th birthday, 
Heather was born, 

‘Orval and Beste are stil farming. Ken helps 
Is father with the farming and works onthe ot 
Hes 

“Grval Jr. (Joe) 1s a diler on the oll rig and 
lives at Bek: Roy is also dller ana ives 
Calgary 

‘Marjorie is married to Orman Savage and 
lives in Rimbey. He isn realestate, They have 
two chilaren, Orman Jr, and Laure 

‘sisan is at home and Heather In Red Deer. 


JENSON, ME, TED 

Twas born in Denmark in 1857 and atthe age 
of ten moved with my folks to Lincoln, Counts, 
‘Minnesota, 

‘When T'was nineteen I came to the Rimbey 
distil and took a homestead in 1805 worked in 
{he saw mills in Alberta and British Columbla 
‘and on allroad construction 

‘wae married in 17 fo ly E, Wager and 
had one son, George. 

‘worited out unl 1921 then moved back to the 
homestead. We mixed farmed for a living, 

Myson and grandsons sill ovyn the farm, 
‘There are also great grandchildren, We retced 
Aandi moved to Rimmbey in the late 196s 

‘Mrs. Jenson’s folks, Mr. and Mrs. George 
wager, came from England in 1900. He was the 
first postmaster in the Willesden Green area 


LAST WEST M.D. 43, 8.8. 32-42-45 — by Mes. 
Hilde Bird 

“The municipal dlstrlet of Last West, No. 4, 
hhas not existed as such for years, But in the 375, 
and 40's it covered a large territory, and my hus 
band, Alf Bird, as seeretary-treasurer looked 
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after the books, taxes and such business, and his 
difiee was a busy place. Sometimes into the 
Smal hours of morning, by the light ofa coal ol 
lamp. He took great pride in his sets of books and 
they were models of neatness and accuracy’ 

"The fice was tny log bullding, whieh has 
been bull on hls homestead and moved, and one 
Wall sil Rad the magazine covers, calendar 
Ecenes, eartoons and poems paste fo those curv 
Ing iges during long evening "on the 

"There was no office go far fom a telephone or 
fa bank! It was fen miles to the former, and’ 
food sixteen fo Himbey, and the bank often the 
Foads made getting there imposible for days 
‘Those were times when the Diack tn box that 
hela tax money as secreted in the Rouse ate, 
find I remember how uneasy we fet about f 
Uneasy? Twas scared fo desth! Eventually the 
toads were dug out or dred up to where getting 
‘through became possible agaln. 

‘There were two mall days per week, which 
‘meant a trip fo the line of mailboxes by the road, 
Tovwait for hours sometimes while the mallmen 
{own the roads, Sometimes bonfires were It for 
‘warmth and cheer, and since almost everyone 
ot thelr mall at that spot, i could become the 
Social event of tue wook, and occasionally old 
‘Anguments waxed hotter than the poor Ite ie 
‘And, of course, someone always came To the of 
fice during those malt wating mes. Many’ were 
feertained and cotfeed by the ald kitchen stove, 
Sometimes with thelr feet im the oven, while t 
‘Stepped over ther. 

There was alot of mall some of it addressed 
to Lost West and Last Poe, and even Last Gasp, 
Some of twas very entertaining, as that of one 
‘weiter who felt aggrieved and who advised the 
fenilre counell fo "tle a rope around your neck, 
‘and put a Fock on fy and Jumpin the river 

‘Anything could happen and usualy ald. One 
time a strange old fellow who Rept stietly to 
himselt appeared atthe office wih a pig on a 
ope. Hisnextfomo English made it hard forhim 
{oget across hls plan for applying the pig toward 
his taxes, When he was finaly convinced It 
‘wouldnt be good business ne and the pig trotted 
Back down the tall Later, Alf learned he had 
fieant to Impound the animal but a nelghbour 
‘ad glven him a better idea 

"There were als the itl extras, lke setting 
up for bounty gopher talls and magple exes, 
any’ ¢ youngster made his spending money 
from them, Sometimes ft would be 8 fobacea oF 
jam tin fll ofthe ot, mixed broken eggs and all, 
4nd each was supposed to be accounted for and 
‘destroyed. This bounty lasted for only a certain 
time each year, but while It lasted i seemed 
almost eveivoné got in on It and there were dire 
Feports of same who spilt gopher tals, or even 
Femoved them and then lef the animals go. The 
betrich-quleks are always among us! 

‘Munlelpal counell mestings, ence a month, 
meant a long day, offen slushing by team 







































through mud or snowdrifts the 12 miles to 
Eavesta sehoothouse, and business always went 
ours Beyond the expected Ume. People went 
here for miles, ‘with real and imagined 
Evievances, and some for entertainment, hard to 
ome by in those times, Alf was often hard put to 
keep ofder throughoui. Coumell meeting. days 
Sometimes found me In charge of the gopher tall 
land magpie egg detail The less sald the betcr? 

‘remember a ile rele of kids and myself 
“sorling out” by the Woodplle, being approached 
bya “Mountle® who hag core to see all about 
Something. ‘The office was usually where one 
Started a quest, He observed this strange coun 
{ty game for il before we saw him, then polit. 
Jy asked, "Is your daddy home?!" T was mor 
sea! 

‘Once Alf walled in from the mailboxes and 
said'"Here's a present for you A couple dalars 
‘orth of gopher tals I Just bought.” Bounty time 
Yad ended, which Irerninded him, but these Kids 
tore at the gate, and they were 8 YOUN, a $0 
rushed fo thnk they Had lost ou, so Alf bought 
them on his own, and In those days two dollars 
[amounted lo something think sl who new ra 
‘would say this was typical of Alt Ble. 











Yertcipal Office Mhae? 
V Feb Candy Piakey) 


Without Alf here to set me right Teannot tell 
you the proper location of the Last West efice 
ten, but Tim sure someone can add a footnote 
‘with that information. After we lft, alate 15, 
the’ office was moved. and later stil the old 
‘municipal district of Last West became part of, 
the county of Ponoka, T believe 

the ite log office balding later burned, 

Alfred Bird as one ofthe many who came to 
Ganada from Britain, in his case trom 
Yorkshire, England. He used to tell of his frst 
joo alter Be left Montreal, It was an a small, 
farm in Quebec where he was promised elght 
dbollas per month. Affer a gruelling month of 18 
oO hours a day’ — and Aifwas never a farmer 
‘She decided to quit The boss was notable to 
‘pay so much eash, she had to settle for wo 
Solas and fifty cents In currency, an ancient 
‘Swallow talled coat and a gold wateh-chala! Cer 









































tainly something to write home about when he 
wot back to Montreal 

He enlisted in the army, test World War, tn 
\Winnipeg, was after hls return from overseas 
that he took up a homestead west of Rmbey 
there he spent winters and the time he had free 
from his job as gatekeeper at Banf! National 
Park, during the tourist seasons. He lft that fod 
{o become seeretary-treasurer_of Last ‘West 
MLD. in 1943 he took on the job of secretary 
feasurer of the Lacombe Mniipal Hospital, 
feriving to Eémonion 30 years later, where Be 
fled in September, 197 

Weave tire children; Marvin, married and 
has two boys, Neva, married and has a bey anda 
in, and aifhed, married and has three gl 
foie he Last West Ottce was located on SE: 
saws) 


LAST WEST HALL 

It the spring of 188, thre districts decided 
they would work together and bulld a hall, the 
Uisinets being Willesden Green, Meadoxvale 
Sand Mount View. The board being two men from 
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ach district, R. Boblender, G. ‘Tyndal, R 
Velsen, W. Thompson, Lioyd Sundberg and G 
Jenson. Mis, Mildred Reynolds was secretary 
Hardin Chattee was the mata carpenter. Most of 
the work was donation, Tae Ladies clubs put on 
Altferentaettvities to alse mone. 


LAWSON, MAX AND VERA 

‘Mae and Vers Lawson and som, Meron, 
purchased the Jerry Bel homestead (NW S84 
Ws) Oetaver 1, 131. Coming trom Alsask, 
Saskatchewan thls homestead, 18 miles fram 
Eimbey seemed ke ong way trom nome. 

jowever the Mteadowvale people were overly 
fflendly and made Max and Vera fel Hight at 


home. in Itt they purchased the Shy 740-4.W5 
from Slim Moorehead where they thade thelr 
home unt retirement. 





J 1912 Max had running water and power 
whlch was operated by a 12 volt lighting plant. 
‘One of the first cars ofthe district belonged to 
Max, when in 1839 he purchased a Model "A" 
"Times were hard bit every one of his family 
often will ways semember the numerous times 
‘ot fun they had while working lke beavers. Lea 
Ing tome Mervyn married Joan Stout and Is 
Ssciteg if Blutton with a family of five. im 
‘married Payllis Whately ands lving in Drayton 
Valley witha family of four. Myrtie married Br 
nile Repas and are living in the Leedate strict 
‘wlth family of ive. Mary May married Herb 
Bauer and are ilving in the Rimbey distcit with 
2 famalyof five. Velma married Buddy Farnham 
fang are living ia the Forshee dstriet with fami 
iyof four. Lyle married Gayle Hunt ana ae Iv 
lag in Taber with a family of three, Arther and 
Glarotette are living In Ponoks. Joma with 





fomily of three i llving in Edmonton, Ava 


married Marty Raadik and are living in 
Grimshaw sith a family of two, Nora is ving in 
Red Deer, 

“August 32, 1963 Max and Vera retired to an 
acreage in the Ponoka district Later, on August 
45, 1815 they moved to Casa Al Sereno Mobile 
Home Park where youll often hear them 
Feminiscing thelr enjoyable yet unforgettable 
Sears at Meadowvale, 


LUKoCS, JAMES 
SwisseLWs 

‘James: Lukoes lett his homeland of Saute 
Maria Romania, as a young man of 24 in 1928, 
leaving his mother, faluer, two brothers and 8 
Sister fo come to Canada, James arrived at St 
‘Johns, by boat then travelled by train to Calgary 
Here he worked his way’ to Olds cutting Brush 
wit am axe, by hand to earn some money, then 
‘auto Taber to the sugarbeet fields, Here he met 
Glezella Kish, nice Rumanian gir, they were 
farried and decided farming was the lie for 
them. 

"This brings Glezella and James Lukes to 
noir farm, a (CPLR) quarter, he NE 11424 
1W5, in J83Y at Leeda The land was ll timber, 
“There were about four acres that Leo Benson had 
cleared where the people of the distrit had put 
fn rodeos for thelr own pleasure 

ames set out to bulld ate log house, barn, 
and granary. He cleared the land of tres DY 
bhand, digging around the rots of the tres, tak 
Ing away the soll eaving them for the wind f0 
blow over, thea proceeded to clear and break this 
and with his team of horses, 

"For living money James cut fire wood. He 
could be seen going to Rimbey of Lockhart on 

















any day, warm or cdld, in the winter, walking 
‘vite feam ard fond to sel this re wood for 82 
3 Wagon load. Times were happy for them then 

Thee clidren were born. t0 James and 
Glezella, two girls, Teresa and Mary, and a boy, 
James i. 

"The Year 1999 came and brought sadness to 
Sames, lines and death came to Giezella. She 
passed away In the Teimbey hospital in 
November. James lived on at the farm with is 
Three smaitehildren to care fr. 

Tn the year, 1943, James purchased the 
quarter, SW 1542-48, from Mr. Frank Fox wo 
flad honesteaded his land. James moved is 
fanly from the ite log house To the newer two. 
Story frame home oa the Fex farm. The children 
Mtended the Leedale school 

enesa Lukes married Lester Robinson of 
Leedate and farms there now, they have a farnily 
ff Linda, nursing in Calgary: Janel, attending 
the University. of Alberta In Edmonton 
Beverley, also attending the University of Alber 
tain Edmonton: James, a home: Glenda, Bon: 
he, Joyce, attending Rimbey school and Holly at 
home 

Mary Lukoes married Elwood Pederson of 
Bentley, having a family of Brian, at home; 
Deen and Brenda, attending Rocky Mountain 
House school, They reside at Rack Mountain 
House where Elwood has an Aulo-wrecking 
business. 

“im Lukes Jr. married Donna Misner from 
Lecdale and have a family of Allen, who Is af 
tending Red River Community College in Win 
nipegs also Denice, Elaine, udy'and Brent, WH 
are aitending Rimbey school, 

“Tm. and Dona'stayed to farm together 
wid ls fathes, James, unt he retired. Then in 
406, Jim and Bonna but new home beside Als 
father’s house on the Fox farm, and are con 
tnulng te arm there, 

‘Tames is stl residing In hls own Ite house, 
and sill enjoys the fam ite, 








LUPFER, JOSEF AND MITZE 

‘Josel Lupfer and myself immigrated trom 
Austria in 125 and arrived in Pineher Creek, 
‘Apri 1925, My brother, Joe Krleglstein, also 
‘came with us and we farmed at Pincher for to 
{years when crop failures made us decide to leave 
That part, We were to close fo the foothills where 
‘snow arrived early. 

“In 1900 we moved to Willesden Green where 
swe farmed the Northeot place for one Year then 
‘moved trom there to the farm 11 mlles west of 
Rimbey (NE 302-405) 

Th 1895 my husband was taken I, uttering @ 
mental breakdown, due to his wat injuries and 
Spent 28 years in the Provinelal Hospital where 
ie dled tn 196 

My brother Joe and myself stayed on at the 
farm until 10, when we made The move to 
Calgary 
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MANOWICH, HARRY 

‘Mr, Manowich Was born in the Ukralne in 
Nov, i602, came to Canada and moved {0 
‘Northern Saskatchewan waite sila young bot 

He later farmed in Saskatchewan for a wale 
‘and also worked in the sawralls 

“In 18i8 he came To the Rlmbey strict and 
‘bout the SE: 28-42-4.V5 nine miles west of town, 
shore he lived uni hs death at the Rimbey 
MinleiplHoepsal on May, 8 

Tie was not marrie. 


MEADOW VALE — by Bedna Brown, 

‘Meadow Vale School Number £704, The frst 
teem at Sehool Was In October, 1886, Mrs. Alex 
Hubardeau was the tescher, ‘he pupils were 
Gordon Cadman, Shirley Cadman, Hex Brovn, 
‘Maxine Cooper, Leroy Broven, Wilie Bauer, Len 
Bauer, Betty Gwin, Wille ‘Grundy, Margery 
Cadman, Grace Brown, Wayne Brown, Claire 
Stuler, Norman Brown, Albert Bauer, Ts 
Wadaciow, Vera Gwin, Mariam Cadman, Viola 
Brown, Archie Cooper, Tema’ Shuler, Afervyn 
[eawooa, Herb Bauer, Bud Reynolds, Tom Gru 
wy. 





Meadow Vale school teachers were: Mrs. 
tex Hubardeau, Berryl Merril, Laura Stout, 
Nora ‘Vieger, Bearl Brewster, June Reld 
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\Wullam Ferguson, Vellettia Hackett, 
Christenson, Ellen Hayward 

The above names are the teachers I 
remember from the opening ofthe school in Oc 
{ober, 1895, unl we left he astiet in Suv, 1985, 
{Tam sorry | have missed shy ofthe tea 


MEADOW VALE CEMETERY 
Burials at Meadow Vale Cemetery: Abraham. 
Hust February 1, 1995; Baby boy — gon of Mr 
4nd Mrs, Carl Rutt. Date unknown; wo baby 
{daughters of Alber! Babeocks. Date unkown: 
Neva" Brown "May 6, 19572 Annie Hutt — 
September 10, 1981: Opal Brown — aby 
daughter of Lefoy Brown's ~ January 12 


ait 





MEMORIES OF CASSIE BUTLIN 

My father and mother, ME. Joseph and 
Catherine Stanton, and my uncle and auat, John 
fand Eilzabeth Wilner, came from Tngland to 
Canada in June 1905 

1 father settled on a homestead north west 
of Wittenburg, now called Leedale. His land was 
The NW 82.424.5, 

I andr, Pout Broderson cana tre ana 
post office af that time. We lived eight miles 
From the store by the roads those days. 106.01 
Was 2 terrible winter, we had ealves frozen 19 
death in the barn. My father had. ao idea of 
farming: he was a soldier for 25'years, most of 
fis time spent In Ind, 

‘My uncle settled on the adjoining homestead 
so we were close together. 

I November, st after our log home was 
finlshed, one morning it was 40 below and our 
home was burned to the ground. We lost most of 
four things’ and’ my" mother and brother and 
rijsol walked and ran three quarters of mile 
In deep snow to my. uncle's in our nighties and 
Stocking fect. We blamed our big tom eat for 
Scratching te hay that was onthe od root close 
fo the stove pipe chimney as he had cllmbed 
‘n the soot. Then the next month my uncle's og 





shack burned down but most of thelr things were 
saved 

“The neighbors were all young men who had 
als filed on homesteads, They helped my father 
Dalld another shack. One late room of fogs and 
wwe divided it off after we moved in, Mr, Jerry 
Beil, ar. Andy Swanson, Mr. Jack Baril and 
Mr. Jenson, my mother baked bread for these 
boys every week. There was only one lady Close 
fo us besides my” auntie, that Was Mrs, Bert 
Crandon. Her husband used to work away In the 
tines in the winter ime. Lots of young men 
‘would come out and file on homesteads, ‘ut 
Would only stay'a Year oF so they couldn't ale 
Bgoot it 

"My father had three pensions from England 
or We could have never Fayed either 

Tremember ar. Barwick was cutting bush on 
‘road allowance when the axe slipped and cut 
‘through his boot and Toes, He erawied tro miles 
{eur home for help. My father and Mr. Swanson 
travelled all night to get him into Lacombe 
Hospital. They put a mattress onthe Hoot of the 
‘wagon box for him tlle on and changed teams at 
Bentley: Me, Willams hed a boarding house and 
livery barn at Bentley so he lent my’ father 
{eam of horses so ne could go on without delay 
‘The toads at that time were bad and it was 8 
mlles fo Lacombe by wagon tral 

‘Tn 1810 my father passed away’ andin 1911 my 
auntie passed away. In 1812 my" mother Te 
‘married and we moved t0 Medicine Valley 15, 
Illes south of Leedale. My stepfather was the 
Fural mall carrier from Medicine Valley’ to 
Bentley twice a week 

‘rand rs, Wters were the postmasters 
aand't was only a mlle from our home, 

Thete was a creamery two miles from us run 
by Mr. and Mis, Bradshaw 

have one step-brother living in Calgary, $8 
years old, and my brother, Jack Stanton, reread 
HLCM: Detective, in Vancouver, 7 years old 
‘and myself let of out family 

We had lots ot happy days on that homestead 
and lots of sad ones 








MeKINNON 

‘Willam J. (BI) McKinnon purchased a halt 
section of and to males north and sixteen miles 
West of Rimbey in 1943, at whieh ime he was the 
Canadian "Pacitle Railway Station Agent at 
Barons, Alberta, te later moved to the CPR 
Staton’ at Kootk, one mule south of Ekle, 
‘with hls wife, Pan, and tvin sons, Walter and 
‘im His brother, Alfred Mekinnon, and the 
‘eldest ‘son, Ross, travelled by team and wagon 
from Barons tothe farm in 183, ving intent 
‘on the Wagon en route. ‘They bought one team 
land a saddle horse, aad purchased. one more 
forse near Calgary. On arrival atthe farm, they 
hed to detour through a neighbor's farm to ross 
bis bridge aver the bedilne River, ax the road 
had not yet been constructed west of the river. 
They ved ina bunkhouse purchased in Rimbey 








nti a log cabin was constructed before winter 
seta 

"The family commuted from the farm to 
Barone, and later to Eekville until Bil Mek 
fon's retirement trom the C-P.R. In 199. Ross 
Iived on the farm through these early years, Dut 
his uncle, Alfred, took a homestead four rilles 
forth of the MeKnnon farm. Walter and Jim 
‘went 10 schoo in Bekville for several year, then 
‘moved tothe farm and established a mink ran, 
4nd slso raised silver fox, on the northeast cor 
fer of the farm, 

"in 198, Waller and Jim enlisted to the 7th 
Batlery of the Royal Canadian Artillery at Red 
Deer, trained in Edmonton, and were with the 
first Canadian contingent of forees whieh went 
‘overseas n December 199, They returned inthe 
Spring of 198, afer five and one half years of 
setive duty in'the Second World War. im had 
‘married Irma Shuler six weeks before leaving, 
find Walter married Claire Shuler on the day Re 
‘returned from oversede, ‘The fin brothers had 
been together allo the time they were on duty, 
‘except for 4 short period of Jinn’ ines, and 
Were fortunate in belng able to return home on 
Teave at me same time, by unusual coincidence. 





Walter's name had been drawn for leave, but 
Sim's nad nol. The ship was twelve hours out f0 
‘ea on the Homeward tip before Walter learned 
‘hat atte last possible moment, Jim had been 
‘shed onto the ship, taking the place of another 
{older who fad been to ll to make the journey 
So they completed the five and a half years 
together, and peace was declared before they 
Were required fo go back Into action, dim and 
Ima moved to Red Deer soon ater his return. 
Walter stayed on the farm for one year, during 
whem time ne bull up the mink farm again 
‘Then ne and Claire also moved to Red Deer 
‘Hoss worked with is father on the farm, 
where they ralsed Black Angus cal, and some 
Sheep. In the early years he played violin for 
‘man ofthe neighborhood dances and house par. 
Hes, playing at times with various members of 
{he Brown family, Carl Ruff, and others of the 
community. who provided entertainment. For 
Several years his orchestra, the Swamp 








Angels", consisting of Ross, Jim, Walter, David 
Shuler, ana Mary Allee Shuler, played in the 
fea, In 109 e married Mary’ Ale Shuler, ond 
‘bull's house onthe quarter of and ving direc 
feat of the Shuler farm. They reroalned in the 
‘area ntl February 1847, when they moved to 
‘Red Deer where Ross was emplayea by the Cen 
teal Alberta. Dalry Pool in the Condensery 
department 

"ail and na MeKinnon owned the farm for 
sixteen years, and were active community 
members while they were In the area, With the 
‘sistance of thelr sons, bis brother ‘Allred, 
Several men who worked for thers, end Rana’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs, Willam Saunders, they 
bull up lato a prosperous farm. Edna was ac: 
tive mn the local Branch of the Red Cross during 
the war years, and assisted in other eommunlty 
Ventures, as Well as carrying on her farm Gules, 
tnd keeping a few of the mink from her son's ur 
{arm during the years they were overseas. The 
Mexinnons. sol out and moved to an acreage 
West of Red Deer in 1918 

‘ir. and Mrs. Saunders, Edna McKinnon's 
parenis, bought @ quarter section of Land two 
filles east and one Halt mile south of the McK 
non farm, after having Helped onthe McKinnon 
farm for several years. They built a house and 
lived there undt his death in 194 Mrs, Saunders 
roturmed fo Manitoba for atime, then retired 10 
Fed Deer with Bill ané Edna Mekinnon 








CLYDE AND ANNIE MISNER. 

in early 1014 Clyde ‘Mister slong with 2 
number of others, left Fosston, Minnesota t0 
arrive in Harlem, Montana. “After reaching 
Harlem, they erossed the Canadian border and 
‘Homestead the south aif of 21.20 inthe Fron 
tier, Sask. district where they built a shack 

in the iat seek of uly 1914 he and hls com. 
ppanions decided to work thelr way back to thelr 
Elis Fein, nessa With eae and 
rack they haved and harvested along the 
ireiving In Fosston approximately three months 














In 1915 they again lett Fosston to arrive on the 
prairies where they decided to sete. His wite 
‘anle, and two children, Ernest and Lester came 
{o join Clyde, Four more. chien, Chester, 
Duidrea, Glen and Vietor were later bora ints 
asic 

‘Beeause of the long droughts in 1934, Clide 
and Lester ‘ravellea to Rumbey" where. they 
bought tir farm (NW 35-2445), Inthe spring 
at 1893 Clyde returned to Frontier fo move is 
family. They journeyed by Model and ater two 
days travelling, arrived at thelr new home. Thelr 
falile, machinery and personal belongings 
srrivea by Canadian Pacifle Ral 

Tater this same year, Annie Msner passed 
away. Twelve later, In 1848 Clyde Misner passed 
Sway. Ernest died in Calgary in 3855, Later, In 
iia, Lester passed away" in Burnaby, B.C. 

‘Chester and Glen Misner are presenty living 
in Calgary; Mildred is living east of Rimbey and 
Victor is sill farming the home quarter west of 
imbey 


MISNER, VICTOR AND EDNA 

Tn the spring of 368 the marriage of Victor 
Misner fo Edna Richardson marked the begin 
hing ot ® new family and its own personal 
History 

Following thelr marriage, the Mlsner’s 
moved to Rimbey where they stayed with 
Feiatives and bull thelr first hore, whieh ©on 
Eisted of only two rooms. After the birth of thelr 
iret son, Marvin, they feft thelr home and went 
tolive atthe J, Jones mall where Vietor worked 
for approximately three years. During this ime 
thelr 4econd son, Calvin, was born 

Tn the spring of 2961 they returned to thelr 
home, but as a result of a hall storm that 




















destroyed all thelr crops, they were forced to 
‘ove again— his time to innistll, where Vietor 
Was employed as a labourer on the Bawden 
Institute. About a year later, they returned, with 
{heir two sons, to their home and moved thelr 
house fo thelr own farm which Victor's father 
Fed purchased in 1834. ths time, two more 
Sons nad joined the family ~ Bob ad on, 

"The family als lived tn the Drayton Valley 
aistelt where work was found in the ol elds. 

Returning to theif farm near Rlmbey, they 
resumed farming unt 1995, The addition of 10 
fore children, another. son. David, and. 2 
‘daughter, Elaine, completed the Misne? fara 

ih July ot 1964, an auction sale was held all 
livestock, machinery, and. some. personal 
possessions Were sold and he family maved west 
To Surrey, B.C-A year later they returned tothe 
farm, ts time ta stay. 

Ta 1075 a faraly criss arose. On a routine 
medical examination, doctors found abnor 
‘malltes tn Calvin's kidney funetion. Extensive 
Tests and time showed the need for @ kidney 
‘ansplant, The family underwent tests in hopes 
that one of Rem would prove to be a sultable 
donor. Test results fndlested that Ron was the 
best chotee. The transplant was successfully per. 
formed in July of 19(S and both donor and 
recipient are now, two years later, able to lead 
Folatively normal ves; 

‘At the time of this writing only two of the 
isner children are married — Marvin, living 
ear Rmbey, has two children; and Ron, ving 
near Beevile with one chil 








MOUNTVIEW 
“The following sa lst of names of people who 
were homesteaders, ners and renters over the 

NE 443-405, W. Feld, 1916, Me. and Mfrs. 
bal Couper and fami eae fo this area in 1932, 
they hada family of two gins and two boys 
Janette (Mrs Ceell Brooks) Harrison. Hot 
Springs, B.C. Catherine (hrs, Ray Farnham) 
Campbell River, B.C, George and Bvan are 
fins, George married, lives at Burnaby, B.C 
-Evan'lives in Red Deer. Both Mr~ and’ Mrs 
(Couper nave passed on. 

SE 443-405. Mr. and Mrs. Whitledge and 
augnter-nomesteaded tis land in 1908, ved 
here for three of four years, then let for the 
States. This land ls now owned by Ted Jenson. 

NW 4as4-W5. Andrew Swanson 
homesteaded, i807; Frank Cooper, 102% Her 
‘ua Janzen; R. Schults: B- Gelsorcent; Donne 
Niekortue 

SSW 442-45, Ted Jenson homesteaded 1907 
— now owned by a-grandson, Walter Jenson 

NE S434, Jeff Sawyer, 1818; Ja¢k Whee; 
1M, Skovr; Philip Show Tenard Youb, 

SE 5.b4.N5, Mr. and Mrs, oy, Patton 
homesteaded this land inthe early 1920's, Roy's 
parents ved on the same farm, but in thelr oa 
Rouse. Mr. and Mrs, Roy Patfon had a fay of 








five. Ethel (Ars Tom Simmons), now deceased, 
Beralce (Mr, Bill Somers), of Sundre. Alton, 
‘Tommy and Ciford, all married ana live i the 
area of Worsley. Mr. and Mrs, Roy Patlon and 
family left by covered wagon in about 1829 or 
Blue Sky. ML. Skow, 1801; Philip Skow! Richard 
You, 

NW 543-4W5, Harvey Skow; Cloo Price: 
Larry Veiseh 

SSW 5-43 WS, Frank Eeker; Ross MeKinnon 
‘ceo Pri; Larry Vetseh. 

‘NE -104:W5, Mr-and Mrs, Rey Bowers lived 
here tn about 1965, rs: Bowers was the former 
Jane Hunt, daughter of Hudson Hunt. Roy 
‘Bowers uséd to take the farmers cream {0 
Rimbey and bring groceries back. They left ths 
{Sea affera few yeare and went to Jaffray, B.C 
‘Where be ran a mall route. After he pasted on 
irs, Bowers moved to Wardner {o be near er 
family, where they have a Fanch on the Bull 
River." Avg. Engebretson; ‘Pat Walsh; Stan 
Nickle; R. Lucas 

SSE S424:0V5, Me. ond Mrs. Gibert Crandon 
‘and daughter bought this and in 1208, They came 
fom Ontario, he farmed with oxen and they lett 
inthe 180" 

NW5-43-4.5, J. Bell homesteaded in 307; M. 
Lawson; R. Lua, 

‘SW G4E4.W5, Strong, 1918; BI Robinson; 
Howard ‘tyndal’ Jim Stout 

NE 14385, Jack White, 1920's; E. Brown 

SE LASWi, E. Brown; Leroy Brown: 
Meadow Vale Setiool on this property 

NW L4S5:W5, Ken Gabott, 1800; 
family: H. Bauer. 

‘SW 1-495-W5, Donald Bauer. 

Nis 240-45, Ken Carson, 

Sis 240-4. Wo, Ba Bauer 1983 — ave a family 
of four, Ronnie, Donald and Muriel at home and 
Donna (Mrs. Ba Krueger), Bluffton, Donna and 
Donald are twins 

‘SE 245-415, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Cadman and 
family eame here in the early 180's, They had 8 
family of 0 boys and six gris. They farmed 
fand milked cows and attr a few years moved 10 
‘Bosh Columbia 

‘Cheqwin, Jokn Carson and family came in 
ei) trom. Montgreenan alsriel They ‘had 
family of tive, Ken is married, ves in Rimbey: 
Helen (Mrs. Magnuson) lives in Calgary’ Gor 
don married, Calgary: Ralph married, Van 
fouver; Ronnie married, Bluffton Me. and Mr, 
Carson lived here for about three years then 
‘moved to Vancouver where he worked for Dom! 
lon Bridge. Mr. Carson passed away in 1945 In 
H8B1 Ina Carson married. Volney Kidwell and 
‘etuened tothe farm. They lived there unt Me 
‘Kidwell death 1965, Mrs, Kidwell passed away 
{in Calgary, 1968, ‘The. Carson familly were a 
‘musical family, Ken, Gordon and Ralph were @ 
pat ofa dance band “Blue Boys" a popular cen 
fral Alberta dance bend. They had many records 
made, 

NE S424.W5, Ed Hobeck, 1918; Fred 
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Pimm; K. Lenglet; Pickering: Al Reaudebaugh; 
Bruce Leonard; Joe Oulete 

‘SE Mea7-4'W5, Herman Boll, 1907 homestead; 
‘Al Gregg: Gerald Brodersen; Ken Hamiton. 

NW'31-42-4.W5, Anthony Tacabson came from 
Minnesota in 807 and homesteaded. fie hd to 
fons, Charlie and Ernest and a daughter, Mrs, 
‘John Olson of Leedale. Mr. Jacobson was noted 
{er his singing and was a good yodeller, he spent 
his remaining days witt Mrs Josephine sim: 
mons, R. Patton; Herb Belerbach. 

‘SW 9442-43, Challe Jacobson setied on 
this farm in about 3816 of there abouts. Charile 
Farmed, heals iked to trap and hunt, he moved 
tothe North Pine near Port'St John ithe 83's 
tnd after few years passed away. 

‘George Larsen bought the farm. George 
Larsen came from Rosebud in about 1851 He has 
{armed for many years, but Is now retired. He 
hae a son George Jr 

SE 3342-4.W5, Fred Pimm; Gerda 
‘cnristiansen, 

‘NW 355424.W5, Clyde Misner; Victor Mlsner 

SW 3542-45, William Saunders; “W.C 
‘Thompson; Jerry Thompson; Last West Hal on 
thls proper) 

NE B424W5, J. A. Barwick 1907; Sterling 
‘Moore: Don Kultgen; Kelth Beebe; Rlehard 
You, 

‘SE $2-424.W5, Feeney and Cameron, 1920's 
‘A, Bird — was secretary of Muntelpalty; W. C. 
‘Thompson: Jerry ‘Thompson. 

NW sza45, Jack Stanton, 1908; 3. Bell 
Doug Reker 

SW S245, John Winer, 1908; Herman 
Beker; Violet Beker 

NE/s1A24.W5, Rose MeKinnon: Violet Ecker 

SE 1424s, Joe Kriogelsteln came in the 
ceary 1930, and worked back and forth wlth Is 
Sister and brothernlaw Joset Lupfer. Atter a 
{ew vears he moved to Calgary where he worked 
In the Ogden Shops, and later passed on. A.C. 
Cooper 

NW 3142-45, Mi. and Mrs, Bil MeKinnon 
land three sons eame in the early 184s from. 
‘Namal, Me Mekinnon worked with the C.P.R. 
in telegraphy and worked at Bekville fora ime, 
then retired but remained onthe farm for & few 
‘Years, then moved to Rea Deer, Ther three sons 
‘Were,’ Ross married Mary Alice Schuller. im 
tnd Walter are twins and both served in second 
War overseas. ‘They married sisters, Jim 
Married. Irma Schuller and. Walter married 
‘Claire Schuller. Walter has passed on — result of 
5 plane aceideat. Slan Niewle, Ron Dyck. 

'SW 12-405, Mr-and Mrs. AC. Cooper and 
family came from Saskatchewan ih 1901- They 
came by covered wagon, ‘They brought with 
them quite few horses. Mr. ana Btrs. Cooper 
have both passed on. Their son, Arche, lives on 
the farm and thelr daughter, Maxine (Mrs. Mike 
(Crowell) ives at Waltecour. 

NE 3642.55, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cooper; 
andy Lerrand; Henry MeAreavy bought this 




















farm in 1940, Henry was a lover of musle and 
llked to play the vilin. They had three chlaren, 
Charlotte ives in Calgary; Vernon, married and 
lives in Bentiy. June ives at home. Henry sold 
iis farm and’ moved to Morningside. Mathew 
Canin 

‘SE 3625.5, Carl Rutt and family came in 
carly 10's ‘They tad family of six ehilaren 
They lived here a few years, then moved a rile 
fast of Rumbey, then later moved on. Jit Mon- 
tetas B, Rendall; Maxine Crowell 

NW 35-42.51W5, Mathew Foss 
Meareayy 

‘SW 3525.5, Maxine Crowell 

NE 5425.5, Me. and Ars, £2 Rohlender 
and son came trom Hanna in 1830s, after a few 
Years the farm was taken over by. their son 
Rudy. Ruay marsled Ethel Robinson, They have 
five giris and ane boy. Gloria (Mrs, Carl tevme) 
lives at Slave ‘Late; Phylls (Mrs. Dallas 
Bennett) lives. in. Calgary; Geraldine (rs, 
Jerry Thompson) Rimbey: Wanlta (Mrs. Vielot 
Sohitioger) Blackfalde: Darlene ives in Ponoka 
8nd Darrel works out, After few years Mes and 
{Mrs Rudy Bohlender tet the farmn and went and 
‘worked on all rigs, then later maved into Rimbey 
‘where he works atthe gas plant. Donald Bell 

SE 15425W5, Maxine Crowell 

NW 35-424.5, Frank Retaer’ R. Denning 
. Montieth, P. Rhine: Stan MeCormack. 

SWiss-2.5., B. Bohlender: R. Bohlender; 
Donal Bel 


Lawrence 








Ey, 2742-4-W5, A. J. Engebretson: P. 
Sorensen: Eari Derrieat, Abe Ciesbrechty W 
Wheale 


NW 2142.4.5, Harold Bowel 
fon. Bil Whea 

‘SW 2/424,W5, P. Sorensen; Earl Derricot: 
[Abe Giesbreeht: W. Wheale. 

‘NE 2542-415, Wilson 1914 went to W.W.l and 
never returned: W. C. Thompson! 

Sb 25-424,W5, BIll MeLean, 1913; G. 
Walmsley, 1822: WC. Thompson, 

NW 28-4249, Pred MeLean, i913; Switzer; 
W..G ‘Thompson, 1818. 

Si 28:42 4 WS, Robert Grovenor came in 934, 
originally trom Tingland, he was a bachelor. He 
lived here a few years then moved to Calgary 
and worked for C.P-R- asa freight perte, He fell 
fetr to a large inerttance from England, but he 
Felused the money as well asa file, Te passed 
way in 1862 at the age of 90 years. A: Ferguson 
W. C. Thompson: Jessie B. Thompson 

‘Section 2942-45, Section 29 was school sec: 
ton Tar’ many’ years and rented as pasture. Then 
the lands division put Mt up for sale for 
agricultural purposes, 

‘Nij 2042-45, Stanley Sherman, 

Si, 2842-45, George Larsen Jt 

NE 0-24. A. Fox, 1918 Joset Lupter: 
Leo MeAreavy Leo McAreavy and faally 
‘ame from Vegrevlle in 194s, They had fam 
Ivottwogins, Syivia and Jacqueline. After few 
Years hey s01d thelr farm and moved To 


Fred Bryan: 











Leo was caretaker at SALT. for 
several years. Bruce Jonson 

Tester Johason ~ hr. and Mrs. Lester John 
son came irom the Aurora dlstrit. They have 
famliy'of five. Rey married Lyla ‘Tavier, they 
live at Lesiivile. Charlene, Mrs. ed Jenson, 
ves inthe district. Calvi, Lois and Delores ive 

SE 00-424.W5, Mr. and Mrs, Ralph Brown and 
son came trom Calgacy in 816. W-8. Thompson, 
Isis: Dave Thompson: 

"NW 3042-415) Mi. and Mrs, Chris Sorensen 
and family came from Drumheller in 1983 They 
had a farnyof four, Tim, Erland, a son natne 
Unknown — and a daughter Oda. hey lived here 
for a few years, then went back to Drumbeller 
A" Cooper 

Si Bssi25.W5, Clarence Eekluna 

AW 260.5. 

SW 264255, Shelby Taylor, 3928 
ater. 

‘SW 2142.5:.V5, Guy Smith — early 800's— he 
was a bachelor and hea many horses, as well a= 
‘Tot of goats. He hauled lumber from the mis 
He passed avvay at is farm, Herb Bauer 

| NE 2242485, Tom Plumb; Bob Plum 

‘SE 2240-45, Mr. and Mrs, Fred Perkins and 
son; Tom Plum: Young, Abe Giesbrect, 

"NW 2242405, Wilson lived on this land — 
sid enlisted in W.W. I — went overseas and 
never returned here. Alex Beatty, 1904; K, 
Washkevieh; Peter Washevich 

‘SW 22-42 4.5, Rubottom, 191, Jess Headlee, 
swab) K, Wasthevien, 

Ey bi-40i5, Bi. Zee; 0. Hain; 0. W. 
Hamilton. 

NW "2142-405, Alfred Straarup; Prank 
‘Zarwell; Donald Bell bought this farm in about 
Isso. They have three daughters, Jocelyan, Mrs 
Gilles Laplerze, lives In Germany, Carlyan fn 
‘Red Deer and Audrey at home, 

‘SW 214265, Leo Benson! G. 
Beebe, 

NE 2042-45, Ernest Jacobson, 1918; Ernest 
‘Been! A. and FE. Thompson: Chaties Repas, 

SE 2024.5, Lite, 188; Leo Benson! G. 
Benson K. Beebe. 

Nig 1924.5, Bugone Tyndal; K. Knatiuk; 
Don Beyanton 

NW ad AWS, 
‘Thompson, 

NW 232-4.05, Herb Bauer 
SW 2342-45, Frank Pike; Dave Johnson, 
push 242589, LP Robson, 191; Ralph 

Siv 22425545, Mr, and Mfrs. Archer, 1920; A 
Bauer, 

NE 22.4255, Mrs. E. Thompson, 1811; 
Albert Bauer 

NW 2242.5 W5, Mr. and Mrs, Lis 
Mutat 

‘SW 214255, Maurice Beaugrand, 1918; 
Ward Malia, 


Calgary. 
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NW 2142505, B. Pigen, 1911; Emanuel 
aver Ron Nystrom 

Si: 204255, Mer. and Mrs. Bob Patterson 
1018 had a family of tree girs: Jessie married 
Tussell McClean. He fs now deceased and she 
lives. in Calgary. Elizabeth and’ Tiny. Cody 
Bengston; Laverne Spleer 

NE Wsi24W3, L.A. Eaton, 1922; Mr. and 
Mre, Brian; a Solberg 

SE 10424.05, Russel Stewart; Cleo Price 
Cuarence Woods 

‘SW 1542-4 W5, Frank Fox: Jim Lukocs. 

NW 15.24 WS, Bob Fox; K, Washkevich; P 
Washkevieh 

NE i6G@-4.W5, Bert Archer, 1801; Jess 
Headlee, i918; Wendelbow: Norman Benson; 
Tony Ktiz; Keith Beebe. 

NW Ies2-L.W5, 10 Benson, 1905; Gordon 
Benson: Kelth Bethe. 

SE 1ea0-4.W5, Prank Hallet, 1907; Josephine 
simmons, 1909" Harley Belt; John Benson 
Bewy sithmons; Ted Pimm; Tom Simmons 

SWiew2t5, Mark Lampman, 1901; Har. 
vard Nelson: Ed Hobeck: John Walters. 

NE TEA2-W5, dim Lukoes, 199. 

Se irdt-iws, Erest Bean, 1996; A, J 
‘Engebretson; Herman Lowe: Vider Repas; Kari 
Hendricesen: Dave Morgan, 

Wi, 1742-45, Mike Tirpak; Eat Jestin; Cit 
Lut 

‘Sb 1642-4.W5, M. Repas. 

SW 1840408, Hen Terlott, Perey Sirous 

SE 1542-5Wo, Pred Rattone: Len Bauer. 

SE 1042-55, Henry Chabot, 1818; BU 
Withers: Jerry albach 

NE 1552.5.W5, Prank Pike, 199. 

NE 1e-42.3.5, A. Munson, 
Malta, 

‘SE 16-42.5.05, Jim Smith, 912, 

NW 1640.58, Bob and Bil Mann, 125; John 
Manoa 

‘SW 1642.5:.5, E, York, 1918: Melvin Lowe; 
H, Gibson 
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MOUNT VIEW SCHOOL 

"Ths genoa! aaa Dut 3621 and opened in 
avout 182k. ‘The following ave most of the 
fencers that taught in the school; Thelr names 


fre not necessarily In proper’ order. Cecil 
Gowiana, Ruth Walker, Cell Brandveld, Bar 
Sera Tona, Stan MeGee, Arthur Cumberland, 
Bina Hall, Kay’ Belerbach, Beralce Simmons, 
‘Joan Lavion, T. Sheridan, Mes. Freckelton, 
Arthur Gabriel, Duncan Layion, Victor Wenters, 
ean Moore, Beart Krosaing, ‘Viola Edgerton, 
uth Wright, Chester, Dahins, Mrs. Ewart 
Brown, 
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NICKLE, STAN AND FAMILY — by Mary 
Saunders 

‘On April, 1869 Stan Nickle, accompanted by 
a former trapping partner, Chatlle Perry moved 
Stan's worldly belongings in two 1929 Chevrolet 
ars fo the former Bing Engebretson homestead, 
NW 6434N5. They proceeded to make tie one 
Tors log house liveamle for Stan's wite, Mary, 
land thelr one year old daughter, Bely to arsive 
fro weeks later, 

‘While on NW 6, Stan worked for the County 
running cat bullding roads, Actually twas the 
Munletpat District of Last West at that time. He 
also sent trapping on his replstered trap line 
bordering on the Bantf Park boundary, Because 
he was this ype of rustler his Increasing family 
Was well provided for and he soon had ile totals 
‘quarter of lana 

"By the summer of 149 the family consisted of 
‘ve children ~ Betty, Gall, dim, Doris, and Ken 
In August of that year we moved fo NW 31424 
Ws whieh my dad, Ray Newton, had bought from 
Bill MeKianon, We rentea it trom bim unt Du. 
ing it in the fall of 1858. Stan no longer worked 
out, but devoted ful time tomixed farming vals 
ina’ grain, cate and pgs. 

The family was cormpleted in May 1953 when 
Norma was bora, 

Bolly married Erie Gray of Leodale. Eric 
‘works as eevy equipment operator and welder 
Tor Revelstoke, Tney also farm in the Caros dls 
tell, They had four enfldren ~ Linda, Darlene, 
Davia and Tina, They lost Daslene at the age of 
fourteen and a hall in a car aceldent. 

‘Gall married. Murray Rathwell of the 
Wiulesden Green Distress Murray has worked 
for Calgary Power and heavy equipment 
‘operator forthe county. He is presently working 
{for Amerada and farms in the Meadowvale ds 
tele "Gall has taught for several years. In 
Rimbey. They have two daughters — Shela and 
aura. 

‘Tim is a heavy duty mechanic, He is 
employed by "Re Angus. of Lethbridge. He 
‘matried Sharon Hoag of Rimbey. They live at 
Coaldale, Alberta. ‘They have two children 
Leanne and Stanley 

‘Doris married Jim Booth, a plumber from 
[Rimbey. Jim has worked several years Tor The 
government at Nordegy and Camrose. They Ive 
at New Norway. They have three daughters — 
Barbara, Carolyn, and Catherine 

‘Ken ia pressre welder. He married Donna 
Ervin of the Aurora ste, They lve at Fort 
Seelatenewan and he commutes to Edmonton 
Where he Is employed. They have two sons 
Rodney and Randy 

Both boys worked as heavy equipment 
operators building roads inthe far north 

‘Norma married Rodney Hamula, an leet 
clan from Calmar. They live at Rocky Mountain 
House where Rod is employed by sparrow Elec 
trie. They have two children, Michael and Mar 








In Novernber 1971 Stan lots life ina tragic 
hunting aeeldent 

in the spring of 1972, Mary rented the farm 
‘and had an auetion sale of the machinery. Later 
ihe farm was sold fo Ronald and Shiriey Dyck 

‘Mary moved to Rimbey and worked at the 
Rimbey Auxiliary Hosptal for five years, She 
‘oughta home there and sil resides there. 

in November. 1975, Mary. married ill 
Saunders of Rimbey, formerly of the Willesden 
‘Green District. 

he familyll inherited their dad's grit and 
are all determined fo make good hames fer thelr 


‘THE PIKE FAMILY 
"Frank Pike was born on the family farm in 
the Lockart distrit, where the 91d home sell 
‘Stands. ils parents Frank and Josephine Pike 
‘were from Nebraska, US.A., having moved 
There tn1901 They alsed a'femlly of seven 
children, Fran being the tallest ofthe iol 

‘Marjorie Withers was born in the Medicine 
Valley district just a few minutes before brother 
Bill arriveg, There were two olher sisters and 
fone more brother fo complete the household, Her 
parents ‘Willam wand Harriet Withers ad 
moved trom Kings County, Nova Scotia ia 1918, 
ater moving tothe Beaconsflela district in 
Sout 1890 oF 31 to what fs now known as the 
‘Albaen tare. 

‘Frank and Marjorie, as years went by, met 
and decided to tie the Knot in 1990. n 191, they 
omesteaded on the SW20425.W5, and bull 
thelr home there. ‘Those were lean years and 
Frank "browgnt home the bacon’ by eultng posts 
and selling them, trapping in southern Alberta, 
ooking an hailing gran and anything tat 
‘would bring in afew dollars. Much af hs 1 
Was apent working in the sawmill also. He 
bought Henry ‘Bishops’ mill in 186 and they 
moved dock, stock snd barrel ta the Faraway 
Aisiiet where they sawmiled for a. couple of 
Years, ten in 188 or #9, sold the rll to Hulberg 
Bros 

‘Frank was a leensed steam engineer and 
‘worked as bolerman in mills and Iter on inthe 
lfelds. Aone lime they lived in Rimbey and 
Frank worked for Davis Bros. Garage and Mar: 
Jone worked In The Downe fan as cook. 

“They raised a family of seven children, most 
of whom stil reside In Central Alberta, They 
moved away, several times but always came 
back to the “Homestead Most of the moves 
Were made to get schoaing forthe family, as the 
Beaconsfield School which had been loested on 
thelr place, had been closed down some Years 
before 

"Thelr home on the farm was a popular stop 
ping place for the people traveling Yo and from 
the Faraway alsteet as thore was always an ex 
ita plate or two for the table anda place to feed 
the horses. Later on when. motor vehicles 
became the mode of transportation, i that broke 




















‘own, Frank soon had it fixed up for you and you 
‘went happily on Your way 

‘Marjorie could make up a mean batch of 
biscuits: and‘a meal in a husry and then they 
‘would proceed to whip the pant off thelr visitors 
A whist or smear 

in 822, they sold the farm and retired to 
Rocky Mountain House. Fvank sll does a tle 
cearpentry but Just as @ hobby now, to pass the 
time, and Marjorie has taken up bowling. They 
fenjoy traveling short distances, but two or three 
times a year they drive up tothe Peace Tver 
trea where two of the pls and thelr families 
live 

“ine voys learned a wealth of information 
trom "PA" in mechanics and saving 

"That wasn all they learned ether, they were 
tut of pranks. Once when the folks were aay (0 
Red Deer for a day everyone got their heads 
{gether and deeded to pull a fet tricks on them, 
‘hey came up with what they thought was a good 
{dea They gota lot of string and a cowbell and 
Setup am intricate system controlled from an up 
Stairs window. There was a string attached toa 
piece of mood to resemble a knock on the dee, 
Enother fo slam the yard gate and one toring the 
ow bell The folks got home and retired for the 
hight, so then the strings started fo work, cut of 
bed came Pranic iat there was no one at the door, 
fo he Went back to bed. Knock, knock, agaln no 
tne, so after afew more gate slammings and cow 
bell ringings he lost his cool and grabbed the 
Shotguns ‘Thinking of the tractor facing. the 
house, the kids decided to “fess” up while the 
factor stil had a radiator. 

Then there fas the hme they stuffed a sult of 

‘stanields” and hung them in the outer bity but 

‘decided to tell Ma so she wouldn't get too scared, 
‘ut stood peering out the window when Parmade 
‘beste down the path and opened the door and 
Pilled back hs armto punch the “character” 0 
Erupying the “one-noler™ 





PERKINS ~ WILFRED AND FLORENCE 

‘Mr, and Mrs. Fred Perkins came to Canada 
from England after World War 1, Mr, Perkins 
‘Wasa war veteran and they settled on the SE.22. 
‘BALWS where they farmed for several years. 

He was the frst secretary of the Mount View 
school ls salary was three to five dollars a year 
nd most of his writing paper as the backs of 
ld calenders, 

“They had one son, Wiliam. 

{ir i686 they sold out and moved to Victoria, 
B.C, where they have lived unt passing, 

‘ite, Perkins who was bora in Bhrmalngham, 
England, dled in 1830 

‘Willam lives in Esquimalt, B.C. 








RAMBLINGS — by Amella Thompson, Ben (U 
bana) Terloth 

“On May’ 6, 1908; Ben (Urbano) Terlottt nd 
Nina. (Catetina). Rattone avere united. In 
‘marriage in Valduggia, Maly. After the birth of a 








stillborn child, Mrs, Terott! was in very poor 
healt, 

‘One year later Ben came tothe United States 
swith sive cousins. He worked jn the coal mines 


In Barke, idaho and Coeur Alene, fist 35-2 
iner, then as a mactinist Later he was Joined 
by his wife and in 1810 moved tothe Leedale dis: 
tt, then known as Wittenburg, store and post 
tice ered by. Paul rodersen ands 
family 

The Terlott’s homesteaded on the NW 12-425 
Ws, but bougit a quarter of South Afriean Serip 
‘which proved fo be muskeg and part of Lake 8 
‘with ne ary land fo bulla a house on. Then the SW 
Tes)-4.05 was purchased and here a log cabin 
Ss ull ths on, ater four rom og 
Touse was bullt with 8 tar paper root A terrific 
yallstorm came along and turned sald root intoa 
Sieverlike apparatus and. shingles were 
purehased aad quickly nailed on between 
Showers. Later a frame house was bullt and is 
row occupied by Perey Sirois and famally 

"A.daughter, Amelia, was born In 191 and a 
son in I8I8 passed aveay at bith 
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‘The nearest railway station atthe tlme was 
Lacombe and_the only transportation was 
team and wagon ‘The trip tok at least Iwo days 
land sometimes three days. 

“a 1a Ben suffered a stroke and he was no 
longer able to farm. 1a the early 850s he and nis 
‘wile moved info’a small house east of the 
Creamery in Rimbe, Allan Gregg now owns the 
house, 

‘Mis, Terlott pasted away Nov. 6, 1964 Mr 
rerlott then live with his daughter and son-n- 
law, Sandy and Amelia Thompson, where 
‘Amelia stl ves, antl hs passing July, 1988, 
just 12 aay’ before hlsdtn birthday. They were & 
‘ery felenaly couple and very well ikea By all: 








BEACONSFIELD 

‘While the Teriott’s st ved on the farm, a 
school alsriet(Beacons(ild. School District 
‘uraber 3828) was formed by school inspector F 
G"Buchanan. Ben became secretary treasurer 
ot the district. Schoo! opened on May thy 1890, 
With eight pups — seven gts and one boy. A. 
ermit teacher (grade nine student) was in 
harge ofthe class. The school was eld inate 
log shack where a young newiy married couple 
famed Walter Barter had lived fora short time, 
SW 22-425:5, Tne floor had lovely wie cracks 
Int where our pencils often helped bya tor, 
When’ teacher Wasn't looking) easly lipped 
own into te cellar (Justa hole). When no more 
pencils were available. the cellar door. was 
pened and the pencils retrieved, and the “Sun 
Started allover again. Tt was such a good excuse 
fot fo work because no one could work without 8 
enell! 

‘School ran for four months and I don’ know 
shether the dlsrlet ran out of money oF the 
Teacher, Mark Mann, tad to relura to classesbut 
the sehcal closed. t was reopened the folowing 
Spring with another permit teacher, Dudley F 
Bogreen in charge. School remained open for 
five months his time, then a8 most ofthe pupils 
‘moved away it was closed permanently 

The puplis carne trom varying distances — 
onelifteen years od got rode spony. On the first 
‘dy of school, May 16h, 1800 ihe snow was up 2 
{he horse's bey whem it was tied up In front of 
the school. This was the Year of the long hard 
Winter when snow came on the 2st of October 
118 and remalned Until the following spring of 
192, 

‘Many cattle died that year and many calves 
‘led with gltre. Feed was terribly searce,atigh 
price had fo be pald for itand ithad tobe hauled 
From long distances with a team and rack, The 
crops in 1920 were very heavy and good whieh 
‘ade up for the terrbie winter 

"The Patterson gris also came to Beaconsteld 
School and lived near where John Maketka now 
lives Jessie Patterson later beeame irs, Russel 
MacLoan ~ sister inlaw to Mrs. Jack Beatty 
and had three sons ~ Citfora, dale and Don, 











Jessie's two sisters were Christina (Tina) and 
Elizabeth Lie) a'baby boy died at about one 
year of age and ls buried at Leedale cemetery 
‘Their ded's name was Robert but was known as 
Bob. These people were Scolish 

“Two af Henry and Laura Chabot’s daughters, 
Ernestine and Annette, also. attended 
Beaconsfield “school Hrnesiine ‘married Joe 
O'tlara and nad five girls. She passed away 
twenty-two or more years age and Joe passed 
away in 18. Annette married Albert Kemmis 
fd had a family of four boys and four gels. Her 
husband dled n 1973, and she resides in Rimbey 

"Roy attended the school in 1280 and Howard 
attended in 1971. They were the son's of Ephraim 
Everts whose wife was Hazel Lampman, The 
valley over the his to the west of Leedale 1s 
called Lampman's Valley in her dad's honour, 








REYNOLDS — MILDRED AND THOMAS 

Thomas Reynolds was born in England in 1912 
and came to Winnipeg, Manitoba as an infant 
Shorty thereafter, tne farally moved to the area 
South of Calgary, where they resided in several 
Giterent communities, 

Tn 1831 the family moved from Ca 
Meadow Vale District, 

“Thomas met illdred Misner at abox social at 
the Mount View school Mildred was born at 
Fronter, Saskatchewan in 1917 and had come fo 
fhe Mout View District in 1996 wita her father 
CCiyde, mother Annie and brother Victor, in an 
ld Mode a, 

red Fecalls having to stop at every river, 
creek and mud puddle to refil the, leaky 
Fadlaior. Mllared’s brothers Lester and tinar 
Grove up with a team of horses and they all 
Joined ‘Ernest and Chester who had already 
Settled in the Meadow Vale area, 

Thomas and Aldred bought the NE 33-124 
W5 Justa mile north of the Mount View sehool 
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Mie and Tommy Reels wih th clien, He, 
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Daring the next few years they were blessed with 
four chilaren Herbert, Agnes, Raymond and 
Dorothy. 

Thomas died of pollo in March of 1951 
‘tldred stayed. on the farm with’ ner four 
elldren until 1956 then the family. moved to 
{Gross Lake for four Years but returned to the 
{fanm in 6 

Tn 1961 Mildred married Henry Matson a local 
farmer, silled carpenter and cabinet maker. 
‘They live Ave miles south east of Rimbey. 

‘lildred sil owns the farm she and Thomas 
bought I 188, 11s now rented ou, but when she 
has the oceasion (0 visit i she Fersembers fond. 
Iv incidents of the early years. For exarmple the 
tine she saw Tom Who Was breaking land with 
fan old John Deere, get off the tractor so mad at 
Stag stuck again, that he took of his hae thew 
{on the ground and ramped oni. Or the time 
Raymond gathered he eggs, es he did everyday 
put them in bis breeehe's pockets and’ then 
Secided to jurmp on old Chafile, thelr faithful 
horse to take him back to the House, when he 
Arrived the egg Yoke were dripping down to his 
‘nkies 

There was no well for the tirst three years, so 
all of the water used for washing and drinking 
‘was eariea by pall all the way from the creek. 
One day Mildred was packing Water forthe bull 
land had just got fo the corral when she slipped 
4nd ‘ell spliing the. water. and’ there stood 
‘Toramy iaughing his nead ot 

"Herbert the oldest son was Billed in a.car aces 
ent in Maren Tet. Agnes Titgen the oldest 
‘augnter lives in Edmonton, Raymond the third 
nll lives in Ledue snd Dorothy Kuiper the 
‘Youngest lives near Redwater, 


ROBINSON, MR. LOUIS 
Touls Rablnson, better known as L. P. came 
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{o Alberta in 1911 and homesteaded the SE 22-2 
5.5, hls mother owned the NE 22 

1e! Be farmed in a-small way but his main 
business was trading for furs from the Indians, 
Suh Inatans as. Josle Strawberry, ‘Bremner 
Brothers, John O'Chlese and Yellow Face, to 
fame a few early ones 

Tinater years L. P. was engaged in the botle 
and" serap-iron business in Eekvilie, Rimbes, 
Rocky and yousamert 

He sold hls business, which was located in 
Rimbey, to Keith Bland'of Rimbey in 1975. 

‘Loils married Luey Gardner. They have five 
cnlldren. Arenle-of Airdrie’ Ethel Botlender of 
Rimbey:, Viola Jenson of Meadow Vale! EV 
‘Brown’ of Valleyview: Lester of Leedale 

Tips is now retired and lives in Rimbey. 


‘THE SHULER AND STEWART FAMILY — by 
‘Mrs, B: Roberta Stewart 

‘During’ the. depression or “Dirty Talrtles” 
‘many’ people trom the prairies moved to the 
forth douniry and the bush, where they could 
Brow a garden and raise feed for thelr animals, 
{rained there, Joe Stewart was one of these. For 
three years head been engaged to Roberta, the 
bldest Shuler gle and never any money to get 
‘married, In 1835 he went looking for land. He 
{ouind the Crandle place which had been standing 
fale fora number of years. According fe the od 
timers the Crandles had a fight while bullaing 
the new log house and she took the two Kids and 
‘went back to Ontario. Where he went 1 don't 
now. He had furned the place over to her, One 
Winter some folks by tbe name of Broadbent 
lived there, fit now it was empty. Soe bought I 
On New ‘Year's Eve. he and. Roberta were 
married and the next spring, May 24, 1834, they 
moved to the place. Her father, Robert Shuler 
‘ent with them To el. 

Tn order to et free freight from the govern 
ment {hey had to skip to Eckville and ok 
‘everything from there. Mr. Shuler went with the 
tears to look ater the animals and Roberta (Bet 
fie) and foe took a load ina truck. 

















Kenneth, the youngest Shuler boy, came out 
‘im August fo help make hay. in October Mr. 
Shuler went back and got the rest of nls things 
fand to bring Mfrs. Shuler and the three Eris, 
Mary lice. Claire, and Irma. The older boys 
‘Stayed to work in the salt mine at Alsack, 

"Those early days were hard but we were hap- 
py and enjoved it al. The neighbors were 
‘Wonderful and helpful too, There was free wood 
{onthe cating out in the swamps, vals and fence 
posts an fo grow a garden and hay, and wild 
Frat in te bush Joe went out to work in harvest 
fand to the saw mill In Winter. Joe took a 
homestead north and a bit west of ibe Cadman 
luce, Then he turned the Crandle place over #2 
Bite Shuler, who pald out on I 

‘jatny was born December 15 and in 198 his 
father was hiled a8 8 result of an aceident at 
‘Adam's mil. Bertie and Larry stayed with her 
{orks onthe farm uns they sold It 149. "Tat 
‘winter she spent in Allx andthe next June moved 
fo ed Deer with her folks where they hed 
Bought a tie place to rere. 

‘Renneth died January 29,196, 

[Mr Shuler passed on in 1950 Just three months 
Short of 80 years old. Mrs. Shuler passed on in 
165, jas nine and one-half months over 81 years 

aberta Stewart sil ves on the Red Deer 
place. Larry married and has bought a farm one 
hile north of the Aurara school 

‘While fn Yetirement many of the old nelghbors 
from Meadow Vale came fo cal on them, One 
Stternoon after some af them had called and 
fone, Mr. Shuler went into the living room 1 
Fead! hls’ paper. Pretty soon Mrs. finished 
washing her cups and saucers and she 100 went 
In thereto sit in her rocking char. The sun was 
shining in through her plants in the west window 
‘making shadowy’ pletures on her arm and then 
Feaching over to the fot stool where Bir: had his 
feet propped up, while ne Tead hls paper. She sat 
Insslenee fora while then sala "You know those 
people hack thereat the farm were a pretty good 
Bunch, dent you know 

"es you'd have To goa long way to find any 
better, that’s for sure. he answered 

"Tt reminds me of the song that Was s0 pop: 
ulag aout the tie we moved down here.” 

“what song? 

“On, You how, “Those Dear Hearts and Gen- 
te People, That Live And Love in my Home 
‘Town’. T don't know who wrote i, but It sure 
‘describes it and it has such & haunting melody 














hats right It does, Say isnt that what 
the radio right now?” 

"They listened for a while, then Mr. Shuler 
picked up is paper to read and’ airs, Shuler 
Feegam thinking ofthe neighbernoods they had 
lived" in, but in partleular the one they hed 
Fecentl let, Meadow Vale 

Their home was situated on the west branch 
of the Medicine River. They calleditariver even 
hough you could step across it where came out 








ofthe Medicine Lake. Down by their house twas 
wider and as crooked as it could be, winding 
back and forth, ‘Some of the loops almost 
Touching before {i tuened back again. Me school 
ids had otf fun there and oceasionally caught 
2 smal jack fish in ft 1 wasn'ta very big river 
tobe surebut lathe spring run of ora heavy rain 
fallit would go onthe rampage, causing abit of 
excitement and also spread oul al over. Tt was 
like that when the men wanted to build Meadow 
Vale school. They had gone fo the bush in the 
Winter time cut the logs, hauled thers to the mall 
to be sawed for half The women at home did 
thete share foo, They held bazaars and so forthe 
False te money for the hardware, windows and 
‘doors, Now they didn't know how fo gt Ttacross 
fo where the gehool was to be bull, and the 
lumber was already pied, ready, walling, 

‘Mr. Shuler belng the chairman suggested 
they bring it to his place and Noa It across. So 
that is what was done. They made a raft of the 
Shingles and doors, plied the otter stuf on that, 
Hed ropes to it and then pushed it out as far as 
they could wade, They then threw the ropes 10 
the ones on the other side in ine water. “us they 
Eulded it across the river and dnt end up down 
Fiver withthe bridge that went out. Sothe school 
‘was Dut [is purpose, a community centre, a5 
‘well as a schoo 

“Through her reverie she heard the strains, 

“They Fead the Good Book trom Fr. ti Monday, 
‘That's ow the weekend goes 

‘At ilst there were no ehureh services, Then 
‘one spring during the break-up, Cari Ruts baby 
took very siek. He was a beautiful blue-eyed 
blonde, and eight months old. They had to fake 
him 19 miles fo town to the doctor. The roads 
‘Were terible. They went part way'inabobslelgh, 
‘Then at Bell's they borrowed a wagon fo g0 The 
rest ofthe ay 

"The baby dled onthe way in. In fact, as they: 
crossed our meadow me sav the father get oven 
Under the blankets withthe mother and baby. We 
Jeno that it was al over. They had to Rote eest 
‘of the way to town to get the death certificate 
ftom the doctor. They brought him back and 
burled bim ina ile cemetery lst west of the 
‘choo. The casket was made By anelgnbor. The 
‘minister eame out from town. The flowers were 
All hand made, but just ab beauilful as any you 
‘ould ay 

“That started the people thinking so they asked 
the minister I he vwould hold services in the 
School, There was no veal oad past the Sen's 
Place, only a tral past and across the swamp. It 
the weather was dry he could go all the way in 
the ear but aot. he came tothe Shuler's and 
Mr. Shuler took biim over with the team and 
wagon. Later the men got together and id logs 
{or'a corduroy road on the road allowance. Later 
fn, they sanded the road into Rimbev, so tn wet 
‘eather they could get in without so much trou 
te, 

Te the minister couldn't come himet 
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‘would send some one else. One Sunday, as usual 
When he couldn't come, he sent aman Who 
happened tobe the shoemaker In town. Hewas 
Scotchman and one af te tinest men You'd want 
fomect This particular Sunday was-@ hot daria 
August, in the afternoon, Someane had left the 
‘window open the night before andthe school was 
{ull of those big, green headed horse Mle, THIS 
‘man had his mouth opened wide as it would go, 
Being a smatl one to begin with, and in popped. 
fe of those horse fies while he sas singin 
There sure was some spuitering and spitting for 
4 few minutes, ‘The younger gis nearly dled 
Taughing and trying not to. Tey’ ada’ wane im 
to-see them laughing at him, or t0 laugh in 
hare 

‘From time to time there were difterent 
ministers from different denominations wh 
feame to hold services in the school. Denomina 
tion daest’t count as tong as they preach andiive 
‘what the Bible says; Only one ever lived right in 
the neighborhood and even he had to Teave after 
‘while a8 he didnt get enough supporto live 
4nd keep his family. People forget that the 
preacher has to be paid I he ls going to serve 
‘hem, 
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For along time we didn't have any service un 
ul Cyril Brewer came up tom Leedale. He was 
fom the Pree Methodist Chureh. He was 2 ig 
man, with a greeting for all he met. He came 
alt or shine. ithe couldnt get trough with the 





car he came on horseback lke the elreult riders 
oto 

"got a dream Pl bulld there one day, with 
pleket fence and rambling tose.” 

Tylit remember the day that T and the 
younger girls arrived there. Lloyd, our second 
Eon, drove us across country laa car, from the 
fried out prairies. Rob, Bertie and Joe had gone 
{the spring and we came in the fall They nad 
done some fining but it was sila very desplate 
ooking place. The next summer Bertie and Thad 
‘ines growing over the house and gardens ful of 
flowers, many of them given by neighbors, whlch 
‘made them more valuable. Rob and Bertie had 
Planted spruce trees in the yard and Joe made 2 
fence and went to ihe bush and got a tree In 2 
spiral nape to grace the top ofthe turntyle gate 
out front 

December 1, 1985, my first grandson was 
bor, the snow was already thre feet deep. On 
January 23, Kenneth, our youngest son died. He 
inad gone ott west and north with hs frtend, Wal 
ly Reynolds, to trap for the winter. He took 
Appendlcltis Wally ranseven miles get tearm 
fo take him to Adam's ml to get a.car fo take 
him'n to Rimbey, enother 8 miles. twas an old 
open model car and by the time they got him 0 
the hospital he was so col they put im in a bath 
fb of warm water for five hours before they 
operated. The appendix had burst. Helived three 
days and was gone 

‘David, our third sn, came to stay with us that 
winter Later hewent aay towork and when the 
‘war started he joined the navy, as dia Lloyd 

‘Leray, the oldest son, only came to vist but 
ever live there, He was too old forthe 8m #0 
he joined the reserve police foree. 

Berte's husband, Joe, was klled at the mill in 
19, she then staved an with us and ralsed sheep. 

"i fel so welcome each time that 1 return, 
tat my Nappy heart Keeps laughing ke 8 
‘clown 

‘Many of the neighbors were new comers too, 
11 wasn't ong til evervone knew evervone else 
‘and we had its of enjoyment visiting and hear 
ing the tales from the old timers 

Then ‘we had a soclal get to-gether every 
mont and hose up sides, with a chairman, 
puton a program. Each side taking turns. Some 
St those programs were beter than what we get 
‘ow from professionals on TV. There ware the 
Brown's with their music, Mrs, Brown and Wille 
‘Thompson with singing, Jerry Bell with his step 
ance or fig as we used fo eal it. The others all, 
{id thetr share too, n plays, songs recttations, oF 
‘what nave you. If they didot they had to pay a 
Torte 

ny are the scenes that passed before her 
eves as she satin her rocking ehalr withthe set 
ting sun shining through on her arm 

‘When sorrow struck the neighbors were all 
there ta help, maybe only a.smile or a hand 
Shake, or the offer ofa loan, Butt all meant = 
muck 














‘When we left there to retire, many are the 
letters we got from them wishing ve were back 
there, and on our golden wedding anniversay so 
‘many’ of them came all The way’ down here fo 
ish us wel, 

Tt any wonder that we forget the bad and 
remember the good in “Those dear hearts and 
gentle people that lve and love in my home 

"The strains of the muse had long since dled 
away and something more modern was on the 
Fado, but Mr. Stier didnt hear it Her mind 
Was sill back with her tends of yesteryear. The 
Sun had set now and only the rosy plow of the sun 
Set enveloped them at she sal in her rocking 
hale and he read his paper 





SIMMONS, JOSEPIINE, 

‘Me. and rs. Joe Simmons and family moved 
to Seba ‘Beach tn the early 1900's from 
Minnesota, US.A. Joe Simmans worked on 
bullding railroad bed west around Seba Beach 
Afr. Simmons and one daughter, Myrtle passed 
away there. Josephine Simmons and family 
‘oved to Viking fora time, then came to a farm 
at Wittenburg, the SE 16424: which she 
bought from Frank Hallet in 198, They came 
from Lacombe in a lumber Wagon witha theit 
possessions. Her children were Carl, 144, Ed, 
anes, Clara, Destey and Tommy, 

“Carl was in World War T'and was Killed at 
Pasechendacle. 




















Jud marsted Elva Frizel. He passed away at 
‘Seba Beach about 1915, 

"Ed owned a farm, SW 1642-45, he was 
noted for hls hunting and horsemanship and was 
{good on the voli. He had ane son, Clarence. Fd 
‘assed away In June 1971 at the age of 

‘Agnes, Mrs, George Cummings, had three 
children, Charies, Myrile and Georgia. Agnes 
passed away In February 1973. 

‘Clara, Ms. A. Haatstad, had one daughter, 
Jean. Clara presently ives in Lacombe 

‘Dewey married Beatrice Pimm. They had 
four children, Alle, Lol, Bob and Alfred. They 
Tivea‘et Three Hills for three years, then moved 
to Fort st. John. Dewey passed away in 190 

‘Tommy married Ethel Patton. ‘They bad 
tree children, Bernice, Carl and Jody. They 
lived inthe Peace River area fora time, then 00 
his mother's farm fora few years, then inoved 10 
Lardeau, B.C. Tommy passed vay in 1962 atthe 
age of 8b 

Mrs: Josephine (Grandma) Simmons was a 
king woman and willingly helped many 
neighbors where there was sickness. Sho_ also 
helped Dr. 8... Byers n many eases and was 
also midwife to many women on the arrival of 
thelr babies 


SIMPSON, MR, AND MES. FOSTER 

Mr. and Mrs. Foster Simpson were our frst 
rural route mall drivers west of Rimbey in the 
H89ys. Matt Kennedy drove for ther, 

"The route was i miles west of Rimes, sou 
cast to Leedale, past Benjamin School and back 
to Rimbey"& distance of over 40 miles by team 
and buggy 









SKOW, ME. AND MRS. Mops 

Mand dirs, Skow came to thls dlstrict inthe 
spring of 199 from Rosebud and setled on the 
SE SA2-LW5, where they" farmed Tor several 
Years. They had a threshing machine and aid 
‘ustom threshing for many years. 

‘Mr and Mrs. Skow had a family of four boys 
and one gic, Harvey lves at Stetler, Karen in 
Calgary, Mognes in Denmark, Peder in Bdmon- 
fon and Philip at Brownfield 














Mrs, Skow passed away In 882 and Mr. Skow 
in 1958 Tne farm was later sold to Mr. and Mrs 
R. You, 


STRAARUP, MARY AND ALFRED — by Mary 
Stranrup 

Tn 1998, Alfred came from Denmark along 
swith my brother, Pele Hougard to the Camrose 
ister. They both worked on farms Inthe area 
{in 192, I jolned alfred, who was working on a 
farm inthe Killam disziet also stayed there a 
few months. 

Tn 1990 we were married at Athabasca and 
slong with Pete, we purchased a haf section at 
Eliseot, Tom was born at Athabasca, Pete kept 
{his land and in 1981, we moved fo the Leodale 
district 0 what was Known as the ‘Mullback 








place, now owned by the Armstrong's. Two of 
bur daughters were born here, Anna and Elen 

i 04, we bought a C.P-R. quarter In the 
Last West district, This place le now owned by 
‘Donald Bel, Our Youngest daughter, Agnes was 
‘orm there 

“Times Were hard and 1 thought it was the end 
ofthe worl, s0 we decided to sel out and go back 
fo Denmark. In the fall of 858 we had a sale and 
headed for home. We Bad only been in Denmark 
short while when we started longing for 
Canada and the wide open spaces. 

Th the meantime, Agnes had become i! and 
wat unable to travel By the time she was well 
{gain War had brokex out and 10 one was 
‘towed fo travel out of the country. Ken, our 
‘Youngest son, was bora in Denmark. 

“Our dream was to return to Canada and In 
1046, as soon as the war ended, we set out. We 
‘were the frst family trom Denmark to land at 
New York 

We ame to Rimbey in the fal of 1848, to the 
place owned by Mr-O. 8, Moore, one mile west ot 
Fires. We were very happy to be back and 0 
see al our aid neighbors again, We llved on tis, 
Place til 1950. We then bought a half section, 
Free and one-half miles south of Bluffton. We 





farmed there til 1964, when we retired 10 
Rimbes. 
"We have five children, all ving in Alberta. 


‘Tom works, at Black Diamond but makes his 
home’in Rimbey, Anza (rs. H Perry) at 
Ponoka, Ellen (Airs. R. MteManua) at Bamanton, 
‘Agnes (ss, C, Lundstrom) at Hoadley and Ken 
‘married the former Lucille Brown of Drayton 
Valley. and lives at Camrose. We have 12 
igrandenildren and four great grandehildren 


‘SWANSON, ANDREW 

"Andrew Swanson Was born in Sweden, he 
came to this country from North Dakota In 1915, 
Seltled first in the Bentley distiet, and Year 
Inter moved 0 a Homestead west of Rimbey NW 
{EI5-4W9, where he farmed and mllked cov. He 
passed away’in 1941 at the age of 7 











‘THOMPSON, ALEXANDER MIDDLETON 
(GANDY) 

‘Sixteen year old Alexander and his father 
came to Canada for Seollana when Mr. Thomp. 
fon retumed from World: War One. Sandy's 
totter Nad dled some eight years before, lea 
ing met, one sister nd to brothers 





In 1815 Sandy and Amelia Terlottl were 
‘married, Amelia had also attended Beaconsfield 
School and Leedale school They farmed the NE 
gn42-3.W5 where his brother David and farnlly 
now live, Sandy and Amelia had Zour daughters, 
Betty, Freda, Isabella and. Sandra. Betty 


married: Robert A. Smith, carpenter from 


Tae Sandy Teen fai 


Sint and Ama i nn, 





Dapp, Alberta. They live at number two 
Sheriiood Crescent, Red Deer and have a farally 
ff four, three. daughters and one son. Freda 
married Robert (Bob) Maver and they ived on 
his father's ienry Mayer) farm. Bob worked 
at the Rlmmbey Gas Plant. In 196 they moved to 
Valleyview and later to Fox Creek where Bob 
‘works Yor the Bay Gas Plant. Taelr family con 
tists ofthe girls and to boys, Isabella rained 
atthe Holy Cross Hospital in Calgary. In 985 she 
harried Paul Blair Nestraasky trom 
Shskatchewan, He ls now feaching in Hed Dect 
and they have two children, a boy and girl. San 
fra marvied ernest Huss from east and south of 
Rimbey near: Gull Lake. They lived In Rmbey, 
several years. n Calgary and now ‘reside tn 
Sylvan Lake. Ernie works mostly in Red Dect 
‘with Adal Excavating They have two daughters. 

Sandy worked tor the Prairie. Farm 
Assistance for many Years. in 1953 he became 
Secretary ofthe Rimbey General Hospital where 
he remained for eleven years. He then became 
Involved withthe Praite Parm Assistance again 
unt his passing in September ier1. Sandy and 
‘Amelia moved to Rlmbey In 1962 and she stl 
fesldes at 51585Ist Avenue, RimbeY 


‘THOMPSON, WILLIAM C. STORY 

"My parenis and lcame fo Calgary, Alberta in 
12 from Bonners on Windermere, England, T 
Was (ro years 016, 

"Mother ran a rooming house and dad worked 
on tanches and mines 

Tn 1818 and 1818 my father homesteaded the 
Nw D425, where I stil lve with my son, 
Jerry, making third generation an this farm. 

‘Wien my parents came, they shipped thelr 
belongings To Kootui (exile) by rail Prom 
then on by way on trail only y Gilby and 

Trecelved most of my schooling at Leedae, 
five ‘and one-half miles horseback. My first 
teacher aus, C.D. Aldridge andy last was 
Mr. Jones. One day in the spring he said tothe 
class, “Let us do something we may Be 
‘remembered by?! His idea was to plant two rows 
Gf tees, spruce and pine, and withthe ald of Mr. 
RR Hayward and Mr- Rene Durand, they were 
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‘brought and planted, Fach of the bigger children 
had fo trees he or she had fo water each day un 
lil they were Well sarted. Mr. E. Solberg has 
‘made the old school into mice Home 8nd he 
trees are qulte all and much cherished by the 
ld pupils 

“There are a few memos 1 would like to men. 
tion ~The frst threshing machine Tever save 
‘was on our farm, It belonged to Wiliam Percdgo 
of Lavests, it as mounted on two wagons the 
Separator was all wood, and it was fed part of 8 
‘undie ata times It was run by a 12 horse 
Statlonary engine. It took all day to thresh 100 
bushels 

Tn the 30's 1 took 12 at pigs to Rimbey on two 
selghs, — trailed one selgh, — and Trecelved 
Sap. for the lot. They were $130 per hun 
Gredwveight at tat tm, 
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>My father had a share of ups and downs when 
he started to homestead, He bough three cows 
tnd # big team of Clyde horses. in the spring of 
{20 cowe drowned in a beaver dam — and 
tone horse rolled ia the barn and couldn't get uP, 
Soihe died too. 

Tn the earl days the Indians held sun-dances 
inoue area, one was about a mile from home — 
We could hear the drums away ino the night 
‘They usually. Dull a shelter of trees and 
branches. They would gather from many tribes 
fora week before thedance, and the dance Would 
Tast about a week, They had many horses Wh 
thom as that was the only way’ of travel — they 








usually had many dogs to, Lunderstand they di 
‘lot of horse trading a8 wel 

‘My dad pasted away In 168 and Mother in 
1982, 


T married Jessle Bel in 199, We have three 
sons aad one daughter 

‘il Is married and lives in Toronto. 

Jerry is married and ves on the home farm, 

‘lan ives in Edmonton, and Dianne work 
Fort Nelson. 


‘THOMPSON, W. 5. AND M. E. 

Willam S, and Mary B. Thompson came to 
(Canada in the’ early 1800 from Scotland and 
England, Were married in Lethbridge 1912, W, 
Shad a grocery store there until he Joined the 
army to fight inthe Pirst World War- after the 
War they moved fo Calgary with son, Alex (Sar 
fy) where they werked unt 190, 

‘In 1820 they bought a farm twelve and one halt 
miles west of Rimbey. At the Ue there were n0 
Toads and very few bridges. A trip to town was 8 
‘wo day project 

‘W'S. was secretary treasurer of the Last 





West Munlelpal District for a few years in the 
as 


Sot, David, was born in Rimbey in 2993, San 
fay maivied Amelia Terlot in 1903. They had 
four daughters. He died in 971 David joined the 
army in 1942 and went through the Second World 
War. He married Jean Monts in 195, there are 
{ree children, Donna, Barbra and Tack 

‘WS. passed atvay In 186) atthe age of elghty 

‘Mary B. passed away in 1969 at the age of 
elghty tree, 

‘David stl farms the land his father setied 


TIRPAK, MR. MIKE 
‘Teame to Canada in 1877 from a small town in 
Hungary, For steyears {travelled and worked it 
various places in Alber. First job was clearing 
land for 18 cents a day. Tbought Wit?424 WS in 
1851, 14 miles west af Rimbey. Down payment 
was 8, ive oars ay acre oer a years 
pay for it 1 cleared some land and built mye a 
fog cabin. With a team of horses hauled 
{amarack’ posts 10 town (0 sell to the early 
Seles, or trade for seed grain or meat. Things 
‘were going well so sent for my aie frlend, Am 
nie Spisak, in Hungary. T sent her fare’ and 
passport and she arrived here in December 38, 
We were married December 11, 188, Though we 
spoke litle English we made good friends and 
neighbors. We but larger house and raised our 
five chlidren, Mary, Mrs. Rodger ‘Thomas, 
Camrose: Beity, Ms, Terry Freeman, High 
Level; Annie, Ms. Joseph Taylor, Edmonton 
Frank, married, lives in Red Deer and Danay at 
home, We have ght grandehllaren. We sold oat 
farm in 1972 ana are now retiring in Rimbey. 








‘TYNDALL, EUGENE AND CARRIE — by 
Howard Tyndall 

Mother and Dad were both born at Fosston, 
Minnesota, United States af America. Dad's peo 
ple moved to Cudworth, Saskatchewan tn 1805 In 
{sit they bought land’ and moved to Okotoks, 
Alberta, 

‘Mother's folks (Pred and Hattie Park) came 
up fo the Nanton area in 1904 and homesteaded in 
Ue foothill west of town. They later traded for 
land at Stavely. Grandma and Grandpa Park 
lived tne rest of thei lives on tis section of land 

‘Mom and Dad were married af Calgary on 
December 15th, 1920 Iwas boa in the Cowtown 
on November ith, 1924 and later finished my 
rade nine at Beaver Valley school at Stavely 
Grade ten by correspondence and my school 
days were over 

‘We arrived in Rimbey in a wet spring snow 
storm on March ith, 794? and settied in the 
Mount View district, seven miles northwest of 
Leedale on the Nori half of 19424: 

‘We came from Stavely (70 miles south of 
Calgary) ina beat-up Model A Ford witha lite 
{wowheeled trailer with household etfects 











‘behind, A cattle car and a setle’s effects car 
fame in on the Peanut behind an old steam 
focomotive: Our cattle looked pretty ead in the 
‘snow in the stock yards, Later Dad and 1 took 
them up Rimbey's main strect out fo strawpiles 
st Tarrabaln’s farm Just north of town. (The 
Snow was gone when we lett the Porcupine ils) 

"Phat fest summer at Mount View was a DUSY 
one for the Tyndals. A house was started, some 
land was cleared And sheds were put up. 

‘We stacked over one hundred fon of hay for 
Jack Barwick for one-quarter share Yo got feed 
{or the stock for the winter. Dad and 1 tten went 
tno Fred Wager's farm and hayes Ul it snowed 
in October. 1 Was so sick of haying I wished we 
were back on the praiies 

We left the Mount View district in 1956 and 
oughta farm at Homegien, northeast of 








‘Rimbey. Dad died In 1958 and Mom passea away 
fn 1967 ater long llness. 


"TRANSPORTATION 


Me Hpi in as, 





‘While we lived at Mount View I built awater 
well driling rg to drill a well at the bara, Talrty 
three years later 1 am stil drling wells in te 
Leedale — Rimbey area. Tyndall drling Is nw 
the oldest driling, business. in this area. A 
‘modern cabletol rig had been added and there 
fad been many ehanges in this trade 








My wife, Carole, and T were married in 
Lacombe in1859 and sill ve on the od farm at 
Homeplen, Carole ls the daughter of George 
{Decl and, Cora Alison of Rimbey. We were 
blessed with thee girls, Dallas (married Russell 
‘Adams and nas one som Dazrell) Lila and Disie 
fare stl st nome, 


I have many memories and many good 
friends from the early vears out west, there Was 
4 community spsit then that 1s missing now, T 
wisn we had it back 
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WITTENBURG — LEEDALE — research by 
Carrol Mannix 

Tn 1902, ABRAHAM LINCOLN (LINK) 
BOYER from Valparaiso, Indiana ana GERRY 
(GUY) FARROW trom hiltebell, South Dakota 
came to the Medicine River Valiey. They cut 8 
‘Wall trom the Fred Schrader homestead, south 
Gt Rimbey, to the Boyer homestead, SE 36414 
‘is;one and one half miles east, one mlle south of 
Leedate. They thought they had found wonderful 
caltle and horse range — but — the valiey soon 
Setlea with homestenders. 
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In April 1803, MR. AND MRS. PAUL 
BRODERSEN came trom Jennings, ‘Kansas, 
‘and In 197 started the frst post office and sore, 
‘Mr. Brodersen named the Business, Witenburg, 
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after his ancestral ome in Denmark. He ran the 
post office and store untl the end of the frst 
Worid War. 

{n1904, WILLIAM, THOMAS AND CHARLES 
GARDNER homesteaded west of the Medicine 
FRiver, Wig and NE 442-45, and were the frst 
{o do son this area, Tom and Bil lived there all 
their lives, 
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JAMES EVERT started a store in 1906 with 
his'son, EPHRAIM EVERT'S home, and later 
built large siore one half mile south, on the 
tov line, SW 242-45, This e can unt 3912 
‘when fe 201d (0 MRS. JOHN LEE and son's 
FRANCIS AND WILLIAM. Mr. and Mrs. Evert 
then moved to Washington. William (BIil) Lee 
van the sore and a livery sable unt 1816 when 
he went to WW. 1. MR- AND MRS. MARQUIS 
(LAPE) PRIZZELi. ran the business awalle du. 
Ing the war Years then MR. AND MRS. HENRY 
TACOS ran i until Bil took i over again after 
the war, Mi. FEENEY was a clerk and butcher 
{or Bil after the war, About this ime Brogersen 
Cased his store andthe pest office was moved (0 
{Lee's sore, About 1805 the store was operated by 
MI. BEATTY of Rimbey.and managed by 
RUSSELL MAC LEAN (Rissell married Jessie 
Patterson) PETER (EMIL) WEGREEN ran 
Ihe livery’ barn and eating piace. 

‘Mall and groceries were brought to Witten 























burg trom Lacombe, with some mall. trom 
Rimbey, unless you resided in Township 4, then 
‘Your mail may have come fom Eexville by team 
And wagon, driven by JOHN KEMILA, unt May 
4/1904 when I was all changed to Rimbey 
RALPH JACOBS held the contract from May 1, 
398 to May 31, 1027, 

‘In late 1920's Mr Le sold his business to MR. 
AND MRS. HUGH LINDSAY. They ran both the 
Store and post oftice unt they elased the store 
land moved the post office across the street. They 
Continued to run the post office until 1852 when 
they retired fo Calgary. 

‘In T9T, te Wittenburg School was bullt and 
that baw the feat Christmas entertainment Inthe 
valley. Mr, Craig. was the first teacher. The 
students Were: CERALDINE CHINNECK (rs 








{ipo Benson), ANNE SHOUPE. (airs. Dave 
Evert), PHENA SHOUPE (irs. Mert 
Ghalland), “AMANDA BRODERSEN (Mrs 





Robert McKenzie), BILL BRODERSEN: 
ERNIE AND DAVID EVERT, OLA MEREDITH 
(Mies. Chas, Andres), JOE AND RUSSELL 
MEREDITH, MR. WASHBURA'S enldren and 
One child of MR. BECKER'S walked six miles 
{fom the Gimletastrct fo attend school. Seheol 
{axes were S10 per quarter and patd directly to 
the school board. A teacher's salary tn 1915 was 
‘Shp plus room and board, which was supplied by 
‘anyone who could put them up fora month or two, 
fora whole term, The teachers at Wittenburg 

eedate were: 

Mr. A.B. Cralg, 1907-08; Mr. Pallis, 190; a. 
Nicholson, 1914" Me. F. R. Ruley, 2814; Miss 
Marle Rush, 1015; Miss Lockhart, 1817; Miss 
Rosa Carvelzel, 1917; Mis, Nettle Aldridge, 1920; 
Miss Irene Hanahan, 1940; Mrs. L.A. Eaton, 
1901; Mise. 1. Wilkluson 1822; i. 5, Jones, 
0824; Anna Brodersen, 1998; W. J. Watson, 












ast study of Leal School. Ft el ts Duayae 






Sleeves (supervisor) 1954.55; Miss Orva Olson, 
1855 OF; Mrs Wilow MeL2od, 195637; Mrs, Orv 
‘Track, 195738, 

“The school was closed and the children based 
to Rimbey in 198. Pier to the closing of the 
School there were many meetings to try and get.a 
centralized sehoal here. No agreement could be 
se Set. Th tack eh cig TnaPaenen, ade Between the three” sehoolAistects tn 
‘iu Fn Tn Chting en Chines Nester’ volved, the ‘County of Ponoka, the County of 
Lae Pateon Bee Cant Vera nan, Fe Lacan and the Local onpnaerene sae ic 
Facets Cn Pen Bate Ween, amnee Gab, Ht S0 the idea was soon topped and our CHIGRCH 

i sent off in different directions 10 school, ‘The 
3 school and property was sold to MR. AND MRS. 
A EDWIN SOLDBERG, who have turned It nto a 

lovely nome, 

“After the bullding of the schoo! house in 1907, 
RICHARD SHOUPE began holding Free 
Methodist Church services and Sunday Sehoo! in 
the bullding. Later’ chureh was bult across the 
road, northwest of the school 
































2005; Mr. Kennedy, 19Y7; Alma B, Eritsland 128 
33; Sis Viola Els 1634-33: Jon Hembry, 196 
‘Art Cumberland, 1937; Miss Pryilis'Binyon, 
1938; “Ruth Beraine, 1939; Miss Viola 
Edgelngton, 1840; Miss’ Else Merchell, 198; 


Mrs. Viole Marsh, 19.45; Mrs."Florence _PreMbia Cachet to gh: eee 
Stewart, 194546; Ravmond Saunders, 1p; Caan bling hh or Cog Gy Sa Bee, 
Mr. Yates, 160 Mrs, Muda, 10, Sig Clare, Qa Pen Mw ae ase min. Jou 
JSSL52: Migs Florence Skorolko, 151; Mrs, tts buen: Ha ude La oan 


Kathleen MeDonald,, 185354; ‘Miss Margie Vig bees bea 


ns 


‘Also In 1907 company was formed, headed 
by Mt BRADSHAW, whieh bull and opened the 
Wittenburg Creamery. It was located. on Mr 
Bradshaw's, one half mile east and two mlles 
South of Wittenburg, This business, managed by 
MMR LIGHT, produced butter and cheese unt It 
losed in 1944 

‘Doctors were very dificult fo get in the early 
years, for DR. HYNES had fo come from 
Lacombe (40 miles) by team, and later DE 
BYERS SR. by horse and cart from Rimbey C5 
Illes), Theve was alot of paeumonia those early 
days. 











‘nusement and recreation were provided by 
plenies, dancing, ball games, horse racing and 
{ots of visting. It anyone wanted to vist outside 
the district ana did not have thelr own transper- 
tation they offen caught a ride to town withthe 
fall earrler, then went by stagecoach orf from 
Ecombe, by tal 

‘in 1817 the people changed the name of the 
hamlet from Wittenburg fo Leedale in honour of 
Bil Lee 

1 1920's, MR. BEELEY a J.P, operated a 
Barber Shop, waa a clerk for Bil Loe and aso 
an the Bret blackslth shop in Leedale 

IMR. BISHOP had a barber shop and Was also 
1 Chiropractor In the 1830s. 

‘A blacksmith shop was opened by HARRY 
FARTHING In the late 1900's, twas later ran by 
JACK HOOTH and CARL ASKE bought (in 951 
‘ALBERT ADAMS ran the business for Mr Asks 
‘bout 19448, then ERIC MASUCH had i unt 
the early Si's. EARL GRAY operated 2 
Blacksmith from bis private garage trom the 
mid 50's tothe early 0 


int nt a Rope 0 





‘There was a cemetery staked out in the 
hamlet in the early To's but the land was too 
low and wel s0 Was abandoned. When the road 
‘as rebuilt about 196 was discovered that one 
person had been burled there. A skeleton was 
ited out withthe dirt by an earth moving 


machine, being operated by Glibert 
Holingsworth, At rst it was believed It Was an 
Indian grave but after an investigation by the 
RCMB, twas discovered a cemetery hed 
been siavted there. 

"in 192 the Bradshaw Cemetery Association 
‘was formed, with A. L. BOYER, Chairman and 
W.H. LEE, Sec. treas, The cemetery was then 
Fegistered with ihe Government of Alberta. Tt 
had been used prior to this Ume and records 
Show the tr buried there was Howard Bernard 
Bolt, child of Mr. and Mrs. H, B. Belt, age one 
‘Year eight months, Novernber 5, 1815. 

“in 1821, the Wamnen's Insitute was organized 
with MRS, MARGARET (LOUIS) EATON as 
president, There were 30 members. Tt continued 
fini about 1915 











FATHER HARRISON started the Catholic 
Cchureh in the late 1990s and held service in the 
hall, The Churen was. bullt-by FATHER, 
MURPHY in 181 and services were held there 
lun about 1967, The Catholic Ladies Club was 
Yormed about i946. with MRS. TRENHOLM, 
President, ERNISTINE. O'HARA sec. treas, 
BRS, PHIL MC TIGHE vice-pres. with 16 
members, Ii continued until the closing of the 
Charen, 

"The “Mormon Church was started by. the 
ARCHER and HANCHER families and services 
‘Were held inthe community unl the rad 2040's 

GEORGE YOUNG held the first’ United 
CChuren service December 12, 1034 at the 
SOHNSMAN home, He also started a Sunday 
School and: Young ‘Peoples, Services over the 
{years were heldin te hall, the old store bullaing, 
he Mormon ‘Church and in 1962 the. Free 
‘Methodist Church was purchased and moved to 
Lpedale. A Women's Auxiliary to the United 
(Ghureh ran for several Years but was discon 











tinued tn September 1967 as the Church was 
closed in August of that year. The Church has 
been sold and’ moved, and is presently Lee 
Hollingsworth’s garage 

“AUNT” LOU CHALLAND operated a cafe 
and “confectionary” shop called the "Bargain 
Store" out of building on the Rostad place In 
the mid 10's MRS. HASS ran aeate from part 
fof the old Lee store in the late 1980's, MES, 
MYERS sorved dlaners and.ran coffe counter 
In the back of ther storein the late B's and 4's, 











"he ara Se" wh wt ry Chad. 


1m 1996.27, the Leodale Hall was but Shares 
were soldat $10 pleee. MR. LOUIS GUTH was 
Contracted todo the bulling, lumber was hauled 
in from VARETY"S MILL, rock was hauled from 
the land being cleared’ in the district to be 
‘cemented infor the foundation and in 1897 twas 
eady tor use, Whole families came forthe ope 
Ing’ the muse it s believed) was supplied by 
BING ENGEBRETSON atd JENNIE WITHERS 
~ there was stil a debt tobe paid off so the men 
Were charged one dollar for the evening but the 
Women and chiléren were adraltted free, ‘The 
Tndtes supplied the lunch, 

ROE HANCHER, MAY TAYLOR and CECIL 
(SLIM) PEARSON also had orchestras whieh 
supplied musie for many dances those ear” 
yeas. ALMA ERITSLAND held the fist Christ 
as concert in the hall 1998 and put onthe next 











tivo, There is still a concert held inthe hall every 
Christmas, marking 30. years In 1978 Silat 
Movies were shown in the hal for a few years 
‘when twas frst opened and movies were shown 
there again by JOE STEEN, in the early 1890 
for a short time, A new hardwood foor was put 
down ip the 196s when the GLEN TAYLOR, 
FAMILY orchestra was making good use of ie 
hall 

‘About 15], FRANK TARRABAIN built anew 
store, eat ofthe old one, which he ran until sel: 
Ing 19 DAN MYERS tn i808, DAN MYERS JR. 
Sold to PAUL BORTH in 1960 and it was closed 
land renovated into a house in 1915. 

HERBERT VARTY operated a lumber 











card 


and gas business whieh was open from 1096 19 
180, 

Shortly after DAN MYERS came in 199 to 
operate the store, ne started lumber mil 
WAN ADANS ran ths for him for several years 

HARRY PARKINS started a garage Business 
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nthe mid 1800s, Harry sold to MYERS and It 
wag ren by ED BELT inthe late 1890's, 

"The High School opened in the old Lee store 
building i 1805 and closed in 1848, The teachers 
tere: iiss Helen Armstrong, Miss Isabel ood, 
Sir, James Demanchuck, Miss Kay MeNevin, 
‘irs, Ban! Stallings. 

JOHN EMIN, @ shoemaker, had a shoe shop 
cast of hr. Aske's Blacksmith shop Inthe 1840's, 
‘Being German, hs family found it very hard dur 
Ing the war years. Later Mr. Aske bought the 
‘business and made i nto a feed 

in i948 JIM THOMSON tore down the old feed 
mill apd bullt a garage, He operated his business 
unt 1854 

When MR, AND MRS, LINDSAY retired from 
the post oice in 1952, LEONA ADAMS ran It for 
short me froma bullding set beside her 
father, Mr. Myers's store. Ths bulling. was 
moved across the road, south, when MRS, 
BERYL ED) ROBINSON took It over. Bfrs, 
Fobinon ran the post office unt her Petirement 
fn 1967 when it was moved lato the store once 
more, and ran by MRS. PAUL (BETTY) 
BOF. ‘The post office was closed about 1870, 
land Leedale patrons became FR 4, Rimbey, 

Plans to build curling nk began with the 
forming of the Booster Chub and in 1851 with 
HAROLD MASON, president, and BUD PARKS, 
secretary, nullding began, Tee was putin the rink 
in tes2 and the young people of the communlty 
had much fun skating, The first curling kame 
weas played tn tin 1958 




















‘Today, 178 all that remains ofthis once busy 
hamlet she curing ink, hall and four families, 

Tf, when reading the Leedale histories, you do 
no! find the one you are looking for, please try 
Aurora, Benjamin, Gimet, Midland or ‘Mount 
‘View, ‘these six areas are very closely tied as 
cet ag he store and pst lice for may 
people who lived In these surrounding aress. 

‘Rote: Much of the above information taken 
trom as Ka-Poo” Our thanks to Pred Schutz 
{or atlowing us to use i 


FOUNDING OF WITTENBURG (LATER 
KNOWN AS LEEDALE) — a newspaper clip. 
Ping submitted by Lucy Gardner Robinson 

‘hittenburg School District was organized in 
July 1806, by Paul Broderson, The board at that 

me consisted of Paul Broderson, chairman, 
Wiliam Gardner, Treasurer, L. Mt Washburn, 
CLD Aldridge, seretary. The Fate pavers were 
{leo Henson, albert archer, Frank Hallet, C.D. 
‘ldeage, SW. and H.W. Eastourn, P. Broder 
fon, C4, iy and T. Chaliand, Mr. Wilon, 
Hickman) #. Dahl, D. Fineny AL. Boyer, 
Jonnsmaa, F. Hancher, C. Fox, J. and L. M 
‘Wasnourn J. Beek, Jno Ferguson, Jas Ei, 8 
D-clitford, 1. Olson, N.Craf, Thos, Win., and H, 
B. Gardner and bark Lampman. 

The building material was drawn the fll 
‘ng winter fromm Willam Curoming’s sawn, 
{eh talles west ot here. Messrs. L. Slater, Thos 
Gardner, Mark Lampman, Paul Broderson, F. 
Hale. and H.-G. Washburn donating’ their 
teams, and thelr fime for the work The founda 
tion ofthe new school was ald in 17 by J. Meta 
fis ond the frame work was bult by Jos Zeluf. J 
Sennson ult the sable. ‘The furaiture was 
placed ia the bullding on December 14,907. The 
est sermon was preached in the building by 
Rev. Weight of Rimbey on December 15. The 
fret term of sehool commenced on December 1, 
1601, A.B. Craig, a ell known and well educated 
Scotsman was tn charge, and the salary at that 
fime for a teacher was $5. per moath 

"Tne scholars who attended the first term were 
‘Amanda and Willam Broderson, Dealla, Clara 
{ind Adaline Dal, Ernest, David, Mabel, Leon, 
Illy and’ Myrtle Everts, Mabel and Tames 


























‘Jackson, Joseph and Ola Merideth, and Hazet 
Hallet ire, Baul Brodersan gave the schoo! its 


{TLE JACOBS SONG 
These are the words 10.8 song which Myrtle 
Jacobs. sang. at nearly all of the communtty 
gatherings in the Leedale area in the early 
{Ghosts not known who wrote tt 

‘Away up north in Alberta 

‘nore the coyotes how! and sing 

‘Where i rains and hale all summer 

And you can not raise a thing 

T took up a homestead in Alberta 

Forty miles from the C.P.R, 

‘You couldnt raise nothing but Jack Pines 

(On the mountains so steep and igh 

In the valleys there's nothing but muskegs 

‘That never never go ay 


LEEDALE WL. 1804 (WOMEN’S INSTITUTE) 
‘The Spinsters Convention 

“rhe past efforts of the Leedale W-1, have met 
wh unqualified stecess, and the “"Spinsters 
Convention" hela on Apr 6 was no exception. 
The hall was érowded when the curtain ose and 
from start fo finish the inerest of the audience 
never flagged. Mrs. F. W. Hancher led the com: 
‘nly staging, following whlch she gave a short 
{allcending with the story of the painting of the 

‘Madonna 

‘The opening of the “convention” was a signal 
for hilarity for there gathered fussy old ald, 
farted in garments fashioned in days gone by 
With thelr cats, dogs, and. birds. During the 
meeting the ladies dicssed their chances of 
matrimony, sang plaintive songs of love, reelted 





poems of despair, and listened tothe debate on 





















fress reform, Among other lems, one spinster 
explained the rules of the Cottage Hotel 
Rimbes, and we feel sure that the management 
‘wil be keenly interested in tse rules. 

“Tstat the close of the meeting, hopes were 
revived in the hears ofthe forlorn spinaters by 
the arrival ofa “dandy” professor and hs assis: 
lan, The professor declafed he could rejuvenate 
his cilens and give them thelr heart's desir, 
Needless to say, the ladies Sere Intrigued, and 
the remodellet was. set up for skinny old 
‘maids with cracked volces appeared as dainty 
Ite vocalists: fat old maids were changed in 
Iitileeleeutioniss, fairies and even buterfes, 
‘One spinster desired to become a man, Bul Was 
Informed that t would take two ordinary females 
to‘make a man, so another spinster Joined her 
‘and lo! there emerged a ta 

‘Once or twice Things went wrong, for one 
spinster would not be separated from her dog, 
‘thereas the Professor washed his hands of He 
Consequences and the poor dog emerges as a 
String of welners, Another old maid, who counted 
the years as "just twenty. was the despatr ofthe 
Drolessor, but eventually. she entered. the 
Pemodellet, oly to emerge in pleces, The most 
ancien spinster desired fo became an angel, bt 
fhe mactine wasnt bult to meet her years, and 
fo change was made in ner appearaace,t0 he? 
reat disgust. 

‘Despite these accidents the professor and his 
machine were very populsr, and, “hope sprang 
ternal in the old matds’ breast 

"The show was followed by a dace to Rudy's 
rmutie, anda cake, donated by Mrs, Hancher 
Was ratfed snd won by Mfrs. Oliver Salmon, 
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(yer one hundred dollar was realized by the 
fetfort, and the director and the cast are 10 be 
hearty congratulated on the success cf the 
enterprise. 

‘The monthly mecting of the Leedale W.I. was 
held Thursday afternoon April 12, 1894 tn the 
LLeedale Hall A vote of thanks was given to Mrs, 
E, Hancher forgiving so generously her time and 
effort in directing the rehearsals of the recent 
play. A vote of thanks was als given to Willa 
Pee and: William Broderson in assisting, that 
night by collecting door admissions, ‘Te het 
proceeds from the play amounted to $75. 

‘Ae soon asthe ustal business was finished the 
‘members donned their “spinster” costumes and 
‘Went in H. Varty’s truck fo the home of Mrs. C 
Pearson, Mrs, Pearson had been ene ofthe cast 
Dutowing toil health was obliged to drop out 

‘Avery pleasant afternoon was spent, and Mr 
Pearson added tothe pleasure of the Ruests Dy 
ilving several beautiful instrumental selections 

Mesdames Baird and Baldridge served & 
detietous Tune 











LEEDALE AMATEUR PERFORMANCE, 
Goon 1838 

"The members of the Leedale Women's 
Institute sponsored” an ‘amateur contest and 
program in the Leedale Community Hall” on 
Rovember 19 that was well attended anda 
success in every way” 

"The contestants ‘were entered in three 
divisions: from 1 {0 10, 10 to 16 and from 16 to $0, 
Years of age. Winners of the fist alvsion were: 
Eaith Lee fist, recitation, caroline Englebret 
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son second, a song, and Mare Baldridge third 
‘witha reading. In the 10 to 16 class Mary Ralston 
OF Rimbey was awarded first with a tap dance 
‘umber, Floyd Kraft witha vocal solo and Vietor 
‘Kraft with a vocal solo. Inthe adult division the 
honors were s0 equally divided thatthe Judges 
Were unable fo make an award, but spectal men: 
ton was made of Mrs. C. Baldridge and BU Lee 
In ther artiste rendering of "Scheel Days" The 
dy asthe "Queen in Calleo”, ald the vocalizing 
‘while Bil hove down hard on his harmonies. Tas 
‘umber brought rounds of applause, as did two 
Short skits done by members the Institute. The 
first of tese was ascene lai in the wating oom 
of Dr, Kilvem-oft'softce where Ms, Dupres as 
Nurse", was very attractive ina regulation un 
orm and where Mesdames Broderson, F- Lee, 
K. Willse, C. Pearson, M. Plerson’and’C. 
Baldridge swapped reetals of thelr aches and 
Pains, until the arrival of a smartly dreseed 
Fhidred Hobson), diverted their attention from 
thelr numerous symptoms to the cuzreat sale of 
hats and gowna at he Myers store at Leedale 

In the second skit, Mrs. Frank Hancher, well 
xkpow to all Leedale theatre goers as an actress 
‘of outstanding abllty, was undoubtedly the hit of 
the evening. tn her’ role of dancing ‘master, 
Mesdames Trendholm, ‘. Challand and. C. 
Baldridge — three pupils seeking instructions i 
the terpslehorean art, proved comedians of the 
highest order. Miss Mary Ralston, ina briet But 
‘charming dance number completely captivated 
fhe hearts of her audience ae well as that of the 
dapper young dancing master 


Cecil Pearson in the capacity of 

















"Major 



































Bowes” was all that could be desired and 
Wielded the gong with such diplomacy thatthe 
letims actualy ke 

‘Members of the Leedale Women's Institute, 
of whieh Mrs, Wm. Broderson Is presideat, and 
‘Mrs. Kenneth Wiltse secretary, served midnight 
{upper and furthered the enfertainment of the 
assembly’ by providing a dance orchestra under 
the leadership of Bert Archer, of Edmonton, and 
dancing continued until the hours of early morn 





ing 

‘Miss Blanche Wallace, teacher at Benjamin 
school, J Hembury of the Rlmbey High Schoo! 
Staff, and Mrs. A, B. MacDonald of Rimbey 
‘Acted as judges in ihe amateur contest 

Rasmus Murray, employed at Leo Benson's 
sawmill, was winner of the Beautiful woollen 
Gull ina draw that was made during the supper 
four, The gullt was made by the Leedale Wl 
fad the funds derived from its sale go into the 
‘easy 


LEEDALE, JUNE 1981 

For many years the Indlans in this central 
area had 8 Rain Dance in the spring. Fora week 
before the ceremonial dance the Indians paseed 
{through Leedale in great numbers. “Their 
‘destination was a pretty, secluded valley 10, 
miles west of Leeda. 











‘Most of them drove a team and wagon and 
many were leading horses. There were alWays 
{roar three dogs and sometimes more with each 
Wagon, The squais and the children sat onthe 
Foor ofthe wagon box. Many stopped atthe store 
to gel a few supplies which usually Included 
Topaieo, baking powder, Hour, matches and 3 
Yard of brightly colored material. They would 





hang the cloth on the limbs of the trees which 
surrounded the encampment and dancing area. 

ifthe dance was meant to ring rain it er. 
tainly accomplished tts purpose, as It usually 
‘rained the whole week of the datce 


‘BUSH FIRES 

"Every spring we liv in fear of sh and grass 
‘ares. Years ago there was very tle equipment 
that was very effective in controlling the 
‘dreaded fires, 

"Many setters lost thelr homes and belongings 
in the raging fires which were fanned by strong 
‘winds in the tinder dry bush, 

Tn 8ST, Mrs. Lapeare saved her home rom the 
‘hams altaough the bara, chicken house and 
‘Wood pile Burned. 

Tn Apri 1941, Dick Hollingsworth, and S. A. 
Lyons narrowly eseaped losing their bullies 
‘and fire fighters were out for several nights 
ing to Protect homes and granaries, 





ena Sw Ap 


‘That same month raging bush fre swept into 
.e MeTighe Saw Mil 2 miles west of Leedale 
‘and burned the mill andiog ple. Several families 
Were living at the sight and they lost all thelr 





belongings. Me. Earl Johnson was badly burned, 
Hundreds of men were ordered out bY the 
Government to fight the Bre. 

‘On April 29, Mr. Skully's body was found where 
he had burned to death when he tried (0 escape 
the fre 

Rain came on May 2, and everyone heaved @ 
sgh of rellef but on May 2, the fire agaln raged 
fhrough the timber and claimed I. Varty's Sil 
land Mr_Beaman’s bulldings. Rain came again 
on the sth 

Tn 1068 there were many fire losses. The whole 
country was a glow af night and many farm. 
Dulldings were Burned. Mand Mrs. ML. Sim. 
‘mons last thelr bara from sparks whieh came 
‘fom burning spruce a half-mile away. 


FIRST CURLING MEETING 
ApH 2, 118 

“A meeting was held a the Jim Thomson home 
April 12, 1808 for the purpose of discussing 
bulging a curing rink and seating ink 

‘Dan Klipatrick made a motion that Harold 
‘Mason be chalrman, seconded by Jim Thorson 
aearced 

‘Bud Parks was nominated as secretary by 
Dan Kilpatrick, seconded by Johnny Tkackk — 
carried. 

‘Moved by Johnny Tkacik that we buld a cu! 
Ing ink seconded by Ea Belt 

‘Val Teach, Bob Kilpatrick, and Ed Belt were 
appointed asa commatige to see about timber (0 
‘obtain logs and inspect some — carried. 

‘Maved by Bab Kilpatrick seconded Vernon 
Belt thai the meeting be adjourned. 


FIRST YEAR CURLING 

Harold Mason moved that the club members 
{oln together ino rinks, in away to make It con 
‘venient to let each other knot of games ana get 
‘ansportation fo them, seconded by Harley Belt 

‘Skips were then appointed as follows 

Harold Mason 

‘Tastin Jevne 

Val Thacik 

Henry ‘Thachok 

Dan Kilpatrick 

Johnny Jones 

Harley Bel 

Vernon Belt 

Lavern Hancher 

Iwas moved by Jobnny Jones and seconded 
by Burns Kilpatrick that curling foes be $5 for 
men and $9 for women and schoo! Kids. 





“UNEXPLAINED — by Iris Couster, Craven, 
Saskatchewan (Irom the Western Weekly. 
Supplement — January 2, 196) 

Mus story is unexplained and something we 
never got tothe botiom of, ast happened about 
fifty-five Years ago, when 1 was only a small 
nll, butt still remember i. 

It was the year Ia0t, and my father had 
omesteaded near Wittesburg, now known as 





Leedale, We were living in a two-roomed log 
Shack. Our family consisted. of my parents, 
brother and myselt 

Twas In early Jane, and tt had ratned for 
several days. My’ brother and T were siting Dy 
the window iooking out, when we saw a man 
temenge from the fall timber nearby’ and pass 
Writn a fod of tne window. He was tall and Wear 
Ing back felt nat We ealied our mother and he 
three of us watched him as he walked down the 
pathway leading to the ha open door of the hen 
Rouse and disappeared into the bullding, 

‘We kept on watching fo see him come out, as 
fm thove days homesteads were lonely places. 
Aer we had food therefor en mines of 
‘more, my moter called to dad who was dozing 
fon the bed, and fold him that aman had gone nto 
the hen house. The small dog nad seen him, as It 
Dogan to bark 

‘Dad got up and walked tothe hen house, but 
zo one Was in there. There was only one door (0, 
the'nen house and it the man had come out "e 
‘would have seen him, He then looked to see if 
There were any tracks In the mud but there were 
rnone, We all went out and looked for tracks, Dut 
coulda see any. Dad accused the three of us 
‘with having foo much imagination. 

‘A month Later, in the early evening of a hot 
suly day, mother and Iwere standing at the door 
‘hen ou attention was drawn by ou stall dog. 
letting out couple of loud barks, We looked and 
there coming through the tall timber tas this 
‘Same man, who again walked within a rod of US 
fnd disappeared into the hen house as before. 

‘We were frightened as Dad Was aay and my 
young brother had gone dawn to the end of the 
Hie to ring the cow home. The dog kept up 2 
Seady barking. We teatched to see ifthe man 
fame out, bul there was no sga of him. Mother 
Was worried as my brother had To pass by the 
ide of the hen house on his way ack with the 

‘Shorty Isaw my brother coming, chasing the 
cow ahead of him, and he raced into the hen 
fous fore we ha time nna ohm, the 
tows svatering pal was Rept tn the hen house 
He came out again quite unconcerned, and when 
‘ve questioned him, he was surprised, as he had 

‘Several weeks later, a far-away neighbor was 
visiting us during the afternoon when the same 
{hing happened again. The dog barked and we 
‘Were all amazed te sec the strange man appear, 
then vanish ino tne nen house, So we al pu on 
brave front and walked down to the hen house 
Immediately and glanced In every corner ofthe 
Snail structure, but there wasn'ta sign of 
fnyone! This as always remained a mystery. 

‘fisad been only one person who had seen 
‘we could have put it down to hallucination, bul 
the frst time there were thre at Us, the second 
te two of us, andthe third time four of us, one 
Delng an outsider 

“This remains fo thls day unexplained, Mother 

















had told the story to atferent people later on, 
ier we Rad let the homestead, and settled In 
‘Saskatchewan, Dut each had a diferent theory 

‘One elderly lady who had lived near that part 
of the country at the turn of the century 18 us 
later that she had heard several men had been 
Tnurdered there in the early days. Bones had 
been found on the Edward Dickson farm {our 
miles away in 1904, but were identified as Tadlan 
ones 

"The above story is true but unexplained. 


RECOLLECTIONS — by Elva Visger Rice 

Teas born inthe winter of 18253 what Is now 
the Rimbey Auxdary Hospital. At the ime, my 
folks. (Lyle and Zerola Visgee) lived onthe 
Rostad place nine miles west ot Rimbey, na log 
house sich is fll on the property as far as T 

TT was In the depth of a hard winter and my 
rather rode horseback info see my Mother and 
[Dit the snow up te the horse's belly. Our hired 
fil at that ume was Evelyn Wegreen, who 
fooked after ‘my’ sister Alberta and brother 
Robert at home, 

Tater we moved to the Manley Cumberland 
place near Leedale where Nora 879s born. Next 
{othe Coverdale place nthe Simon dltrict, and 
then to the Aldridge place a half vale west of 
Plerson's 

‘Dale, Joan and Bonnle were born while we 
lived theve. One winter while we lived thre, It 
was so mild on my’ birthday on January 18, that 
Wwe sat in the skage and made ice cream. T 
Femember sve used to pump the horse trough fll 
teil a sort of tread mall witha horse going in 
trie eirele. Sometimes the cows alls would get 
aught in the turning plpe and of course they 
‘would come fo a slow Mop. The last move Was 
fade tothe old home place which was two miles 
fast of Brown's cornet. My Yolksllved there for 
nearly s0 years. Lwell remember that move, asT 
Was nine years ald. Alberta. and. Robert went 
Snead on horseback vith ine cattle and horses 
The rest of us came in the wagon, driving the 
‘ules, Sand im. Bone was six months oid 
fhe erat he back of the wagon. As we arove 
past Brovn’s [remember Mrs. Brown care out 
Rovwish us well 

"The ld Jog house we moved into helds many a 
memory. AS Ellen Hayward used f0 say, lt 

ose logs could talk”, When the walls got dingy, 
te just pasted @ new eaiton of the. "Family 
Heraid” (ver It There seemed to be a lot of 
{Young people around tn those days. No phones, 
But word seemed fo get arcund quickly about an 
‘pcoming tobogganing party. My sister Nora 
land Harvey Simmons, even sent so far as tet 
married, There were lots of other short time 

took Grades 1 to 8 at Leedale plus three 
years at Leedale High Seno! inthe oid Lee store. 
Tigept those two barrel stoves going, and spit 
{hose huge Didoks of wood, but Tloved it Alberta 





snd I lved in borrowed thresher’s bunk house 
in tae schoo! yard, Other girs aid likevese. The 
tied year I ilved with Beatrice Brown and 
Mildred Walker tn a Warm granary that Mr. 
Brown made. 

Tn the Winter those trips home for the 
weekend were something else, but Robert with a 
team and sleigh was our trusty chauffeur wt 
Bill Lee's hired man, Charles Moore, caught 
Alberta's eve. Then we would come back with 
fm on Sunday night, as the Moore's lived 
Aelghbor to us 

‘was fua living next to sucha big family with 
kids our ages, Everybody was in the same boat 
Inthose days: The name ofthe boat was "Pover: 
ty’ Tm sili in one of the lifeboats but who 





‘ares? We don’thave evervthing we want bul we 
fave everyting we need 





gee See in 19h. They were in Grade | atte Lone 





Remember when? 
1, Miss Ensland f0ok us for a hike and warned 
igon't go in the river", but ofeourse the Grade 
gis haa to ty I 
FWespent out noon hours drowning out gophers 
to make a few cents from fhe falls, 
12 When Norman Benson's horse reared up and 
fetl over backwards but Norman erawied ott 
okay” 
{We met the Benson boys on the way to school 
and were happy to announce to therm that our 
baby’ sister Bonnie had arrived during the night, 
but they surprised us with the same announce: 
rien that thelr baby brother Gordon had arrived 
5itss Bylisland came to school with the frm 
Gecision, "No more talking in school, oF you'll 
fet the sirap;"" Twas second Inline and bawled 
fi noon hour 
When Beatrice and I atin a double desk atthe 
back of the row, Gordon Baldridge went t0 the 
water fountain, collected a hand fl of es aff 
the seindow sit and put them down Beatrice’ 
neck 








7. Miss Evans tried fo teach us to chew each 
{nouthful 3 times and when noon hour was ver 
tre were stil eating, 
8. Our skinny old horse Charlie, part Ciyde, could 
beat any’ horse in the school 
8: When an airplane i beside the hall on sports 
ay, 
10: ihe the Visger's drove thelr topless Medel T 
‘vith the Kids behind inthe meat house, 
11, We had measles and we had to bake tie valen 
tes before sending ther to school 
2hen every ehlld at setool had nickname, 
everything from wall eves, goose eB cave, 
‘Sonkey' chin and exe nose 

‘Twas married fo John Rice In May 1849 and 
swe farmed about 16 les eat of Red Deer nea 
Ue school T supervised. Our four children Pay, 
Eady, Wenay and Danny were born while we 
lived there, We moved to Armstrong, B.C. 101985 
where we iive now. In 1967 we acquired three 
Toster children, Darlene, Glen, ana Grace Felex 
fom a nearby reserve, so now we have a family 
of seven, We also have two granddaughters, 
John works In the logging business. 


ADAMS, DOREEN AND ALBERT 

Doreen and Albert Adams and three sons, 
Vernon, Leonard and Kenny, movedinto Leedalé 
In about 1944 from the Faraway district where 
they had farmed and Albert had worked in the 
savvmills during the winter months. He worked 
fora time in Car Aske's blacksmith shop but left 
‘hain about a year to go to work in aad con 
‘tructon in the fummer 

Wille there they added @ daughter, Betty 
‘Anne, fo their family. Doreen and. tamally 
‘remained in Leedale fora ime but when Albert 
Feturned to the mills for winter work they moved 
back tothe Faraway district, Walle there, over 
the years three more sons, Lee, Nell and Albert 
Diane, were born 

‘ber continued to work in construction in 
summer and mill inthe winter until the fll of 
4850, when he started fring ollers on oll igs He 
passed away while on the Job at Coronation In 
November of 190. Doreen and family continued 
on ving in the Faraway district 

In 161, she and Gordon Pike were united in 
matrimony in Red Deet. To. them ‘wo more 
daughters, Holly and Janet, were born. ‘They 
feslde inthe district and continue farm and 
Gordon has ‘been employed by Amerada 
‘Minerals Corporation of Canada Ltd. fr the past 
nye: 

Most of the family stl reside in points In 
Alberta withthe exception of the oldest son Wt 
lives at McBride, B.C 














ALDRIDGE, 

(Clay Aldridge came to Alberta from towa, 
USA in 1906 and settled on a farm about thre 
files north of Leedale, fn the Tal of 1909 he 
felumned to the U.S. and in November married 
Nettle Galey, who at that time ‘was teaching 





School there. They returned tothe farm early in 
Isio; shorty after thelr arrival Mrs. Aldridge 
was asked to teach at the Gilet Schoo 

“Their frst chlld was born in November 1910. 

‘Mrs, Aldridge was called to fil tm at various 
lumes whenever a full lime teacher Was un 
available, 

‘second child, Walter, was born in 
September, 1914, The family moved to Eémonton 
inthe tall of 1938 

‘Clay passed avay In 1948. Mrs, Aldridge is 
still living and wil celebrate her Seth birthday 
Huly, 198 

"The sons married in Edmonton where Chartie 
stil resides; Walter was killed ina ea accident 
in i952 








ARDPOD, TEAKIE 

Mr. Afdpod, with 21 other young men, left 
ssauta’ Mautia,’ Romania for) Canada in 1828 
Leaving his wite and family behind he was In 
‘Sear of the wealth lferea inthe New Wor (or 
Sethe a's said). James Lukes Was one of hs 
fellow travellers a8 far as Canada. They ald not 
‘met again unt about 1985 when Mr- Ardpod 
purenased the NW 842-405, about one and one 
Nalt miles west of Mr-Lukoes This was a C-P-R. 
‘quarter and had been farmed by ya Wiltse and 
fis hired man, Ted Pimm and later owned by 
‘Mr. Pelynk prior to Mz. Ardpod, so had about 90 
Ares broke on i. Tt is believed someone aa 
lived on the quarter caries, for there was a dug 
‘well there, but no definite faformation could be 
ound. Aifted Straarup also farmed the land. 

‘Ms. Ardpod Was a seetion man for the C-P R. 
so did ot farm the land himsel. He dia bullt @ 
Jog house and planned fo ring his family over 
but his wife died In Hungary so he did no more 
swith the farm, The Depew Cor Bepue) fatally 
ented the bulidings fora short time after Mr. 
‘Ardpod tet, 

He sold the farm to Charlle Repas, moved to 
Calgary, where he remspried and lived the rest 
of is fe 





ASKE, 

Early inthe year of 857 Carl H. Aske and son, 
ciarence, came. to Leedale from Millet and 
Dparehased ‘the blacksmith. shop trary Harry 
Farthing, They lived inthe back ofthe shop Unit 
Mrs. Aske and the younger children joined them 
In the spring 


























They soon bought @ house that Is still in 
Leedale. Many folks will member in he Aske 
ome, the coffee pot was always on the stove and 
{everyone was always welcome 

‘Alter many years of hard blacksmith work 
carl Aske retired in 3851 and they moved 10 
‘Rimbey. 

‘Mrs, Aske passed away February, 1983 and 
Mr, Aske in November of 195, 

‘Their tamlly is as follows 

Hilda Moonen lives in Kamloops, B.C 

Clarence and wife, Rosie, live in Flat 
Alberta where he Is retired 

“Johnay’ Aske passed away at Nojack, Alberta 
tn July, 1982 

‘Mabel Ervin resides at Clairmont, Alberta 

Melvin Aske passed away'In Edmonton, Oc 
tober 1. 

"Eddy Aske and wife, Loretta, lve in Rocky 
Mountain House, 

Josephine Royan resides in Rimbey. 

Hazel and Jimmy Varty ive 9 miles west of 
Rimbey at Faravray 

"Vioiet and Gordon Belt reside in Red Deer 








st, 


‘vin, Volt Ae, Sth Wel, Edie, rasp and Johan Aske 





(MR, AND MRS, MAURICE BEAUGRAND. 

tr. and Mrs, Maurie Beaugrand cameo the 
‘Leedaie distriel in about 1810, hamesteading on 
pen, Gresk ay inter boush! Canaan 
Pcie Railway quarter, one and one-half miles 
‘west of Leedaie where they resided unt 196 
then they sold fo Baward Belt Ms. Beaugrand 
Ie buried In Rimbey. Maurice retired to 
Winiterook, Bc where he ived until is passing, 

They had-one son, John, who recelved fs 
schooling at Leeda ind now resides In Brsh 








JOHN BECK 

Mohn Beek was born in Kendelivile, Indiana 
on August 2ad, 1870, and asa. young’ man he 
Worked in North Dakota and Washington. He 


came to Canada tn 1905 and took a homestesd 
Which was the NW 162-49, 

‘He was a ard working man, a good neighbor 
and friend, He sold the farm to'O. McElroy In 
Bit. He bought C. H.Aske's house in Leedale 
nd moved in 1988 

He spent the last year with old friends and 
neighbors, Mr and ‘Mrs. Oscar’ Brown and 
passed aviay January 12th, 1952, 


BELT GORDON LESLIE — M8528 Lance Bom. 





handler 
‘Son of Esther and Harley Belt, born Apri 38, 
1800, Eaveation at Gimlet and Leedale Senools 





1826-2804, Worked on the family farm "tl Jolning 
the Canadian Army in October 19, serving with 
{he 112 Battery, sich Light Ant-Aireraft Regt 
‘nent R.C.A, second Canadian Armed Corps 
fer" the command of Lieutenant general Guy 
Simmons in England, France, Belgium, Holland 
and Germany, returning to Canada to be dls: 
‘hanged in Caigary in November 196, 

He purchased the N iy 641-4 3th, (former 
Terry ‘Challand farm) through the Veterans 
‘Eand Actin April 1946, farming thre unt May. 
4366 when we sold and moved to Kelowna, Betish 
Columbia. In June 1973 we returned to‘Alberta 
and now reside at 26 Piper Drive, Red Deer 

‘married Viele Aske December 2, 1041, we 
have four ehllares, Delores Hatala, Fort Smith, 
Northwest Territories: Leste of Rea Deer; Mar: 
lin of imbey, and Lydia Am Cooper of Red 
Deer 








BELT, HARLEY 4. 

Tictt New Hariford, towa, where Twas born 
August 14, 1802, travelling through St. Paul, 
Minneapolis to Wintipeg, then onto Lacombe by 
traln, arriving near the end of July, 1812. This 
route was travelled by many early settlers, for 
the sooner they reached Canada, the cheaper It 
‘was for them to travel. Homestead rates for 
Travelling by trainin Canada was one eeat per 
mille. Upen teaching Lacombe, Twas met by my 
Ader brother, Verne, whollved there a the ime, 
fand he drove me by team and bugey, fo our 
lest brother, Burley's homestead which was 
‘west of Wittenburg near the Gimlet Creek. Lea 
Ing Lecombe ean in the morning, we traveled 
by road and tral, stopping a Wits four miles 
fast of Wittenburg for dlaner. Ths was where T 
Liste the Wilts. Lite al pioneer hemes their 
House was. always open for tired, hung 
travelers. The road east from Wittenburg mas 
hw at this time, 

‘We visited a few days with Burley and his 
family. then Felurned. to Lacombe: where T 
‘worked for the town that summer putting In 
Streets and sidew 

‘That fall, having earned enough money tobuy 
a team and wagon, I went to my father’s 
Homestead on the Red Deer River at Haynes. 
There T falshed breaking the land that ray 
father, Isaac Ruphas Belt, had started to break 


























when proving up his homestead in 1902 He never 
‘completed what he started, fr he was murdered 

‘November, 1902 by Ernest Cashel, one of the 
“inost wanted” men at that time. Verne had 
‘thought ne would take over father’s hamestead 
but decided against It, and sold It the spring of 

8.1 worked on a threshing outfit at Haynes 
hat fall then returned to Witenburg to spend 
the sinter with Burley. 

‘Burley purchased ihe frst threshing rig to be 
owned tn the valley the fall of 192. Upon return 
Ing from Hayes Tran thls for him threshing 
throughout the country. Bundles were put up it 
Sacks and tareshing went on info winter then. 
‘The machine iss had a 10 horse engine, was 
hand fed witha straw eerrier. Many amorning t 
balked at the Mea of starting, especially when It 
twas i belo. Besides threshing, this engine was 
Used to saw wood, and grind feed for many a 
helghbor. T recall threshing one winter as far 
north as Bargins, north of Willesden Green, west 
through Freitag, south fo Salmons and Lawtons 
fs well as_ several. In the valley, Mottet's, 
Hancher's, Challane’s and Brown's. 1 returned 
to Lacombe the spring of "is and worked there 
until haying season began. Burley and T rented 
the Everts! quarter and taking the Ray from it 
‘Was te ist farming Taldn the area for mysel 

Sundays were @ day of rest and relaxation. 
‘Ball games and pony’ races were enjaved by al 
Spectators and participants allke. There were nd 
‘hurehes so al Chrstian teachings were taught 
At home by the parents. Nelghtors often called 
for'a visit on Sunday. Plenles were also_en- 
jovable, They were held at various places. The 
Gres that come to mind were at Bradshaw's, 
Sherman's, and onthe schoal section. Even, iat 
no olher time of year, tuere was always a plenle 
6 July 1. We played bal, usually inviting team 
‘out (fom Rimbey, had horse races and other 
ees for the kids, men and “fat” women. A 
Collection was taken up and given out as prizes 
for the kids races. Everyone took lunch, salads, 
Sandwiches, efe. and some brought thelr 
homemade wines and moonshine. Atter the hall 
‘was ballt in 927 most of the community 
Batherings were held there or atthe school. 

‘One evening, Mr. and dirs. Jack Sherrian, 
Manda Brodersen and T were on our way to 
dance at Lalones and stopped onthe way at Fuss 
{and Eva Halls, (west of the Glmaet school two 
and one halt miles), Eva's sister, Esther Motel, 
Was there that evening so we took her along f0 
The dance, “being the begining of the end 1 
{ook her fo the next dance at Brodersen's and 
fom then on there has been noone ese. We were 
‘married June 24, 183, at Esther's parents home 
South of Wittenbarg. Rev. C.D. McDonald came 
from the Leafland. area to perform the 
ceremony, Our witnesses were Re J. Russell, 
all, and. B. Belt. Guests a the wedding were: 
Mr. and Mrs. C.F. Damon, Arthur and Nea, Mr. 
dnd Mrs. fe J. R. Hal, Mrs. E- Withers, Mi. 
BiG. Withers, C.D. Withers, Fred and Nora 
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Wilentoary, lelleste, 


Lange, Mr. and Mrs, L. B. Sherman, Mr. and 
‘Mrs: G. E, Johnson, Vera ana Everett, ME. and 
‘Mrs. 1, B, Belt, Pauline and Florence, 
Berina and Bash Bradshaw, G. Ry Mabel and 














Herbert Easter, Helen Lockhart, Mrs. da Cit 
ford, niles Ama, Miss L., Beatrice and Beriha 
‘Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. RE. Best, Mrs. 8 
Cole, DR. Pinch, Mr. and Mirs. Ray Vanl-oan, 
‘John LMathlesod, J.M. Falls; Marie, Mearle 
‘and Neble, Mr. and Mrs. John Olsen, Mis. . 
Olsen, airs. E.G. Gerlinger and Sadie, Rev. C.D, 
‘MeDonalé and Air. and Mrs. E. Motte, Lucy, 
George, and Albert 

Afr a two Week Honeymoon to Pleasant 
Valley" we settied on Burey's south quarter, 
‘where 1 broke 3) ares with four horses anda 1 
Inch breaking plow. That fal Esther saved with 
my sister and her family, Lena and: George 
Johnston, inthe Aurora District while 1 was 
{hreshing. ‘We lived tn many diferent places 
lover the first 15 years of marriage but always in 
the Wiltenburg (Leedale, after 1818) area. The 
Hank Nelson place 1806, and Sirarmon's 3857-20, 
{three miles north-west: the C.P.R. quarter on 
land one-half west In2) and the section one and 
fe half mlles north in 29 and 3 Tn the spring of 
{881 we bought the NE_ML414.WS and the NW 95. 
SLL, known asthe Cliford or Gee place, and 
lived there unt retiring to the Lodge a mabey 
ini 

Esther and 1 watched a small vilage grow in 
‘hose early 190. The post office and store were 
there when Esther carne in 1908, but after came 
fhe ereamery, schoo, livery stable, blacksmith 
Shop, barber stop, the new store, lumber Yard, 
hall high senool ad mach later the curing vik 
Business flourished during the 37s and d's, not 
only due to the many farmers inthe area, But to 
the humber mils in the west, Then during he 0's 
snd 60's, with faster transportation and better 
Toads another great change hit the country. The 
fry was for improvement by centralizing. The 
Calgary Power eame inte the countey, the cry for 
{gas and ell was heard, telephones Were installed, 
find small country schools were closed and thé 
hlldren bussed fo toa. By mid 1975 the hamlet 
of (Wittenburg) Leedale was a ghost town, sith 
‘only the hall and curling rink remaining of what 
‘once was a very busy hte place 

Tike most farmers in the area we learned ear. 
ly that tomake a'gooflt in this area one ad to 
ana mixed farm and work hard at BY raling 
hogs and cattle for maret or trade and our own 
Use, mixed grains and hay for feed, chickens for 
‘eggs and meat and raising alarge garden to feed 
the family, we came through the early years, the 
Inungry thirties and the war years of Fatloning, 
pertape better than mast, for we were never 
angry or cola, Heat was provided by ‘wood 
burl stoves. Much land was cleared of tres 
‘whien were sawed, then spilt for cook stoves oF 
Tett.n blocks forthe furnace. Meat was canned 
Gr home cured. Vegetables and wild frults were 
Rome canned. ‘The wild raspberries, 
‘Strawberries and saskatoons ‘rere delielous by 
{hemaeives or mixed with rhubarb, Blueberries 
Were plentil, choke cherries made wonderful 
Daneake sirup and ‘cranberries made. the 




















chicken and turkey ate better. We bullt an toe 
house, whlen was filed with blocks of lee from 
the Medicine River every spring. Tals Kept the 
mill snd eream coo, and was used as the 
Yefrigeratr is today. Butter was made from the 
‘ream, and cottage cheese from the milk. 

"By 1938 we managed fo save enough money to 
‘oulld a new home, A two-starey with full base 
ment fr less than 82,00, The older boys logged, 
land. Variy's sawed the limber for the Rouse 
‘Glem Baldridge was the carpenter. Some prices 
‘were; 473 bricks $189: cement 90 cents per bag: 
tea test $55.00 per 1,000, 25 Ibs. 234" coated nals 
Sib: aoors, 76" x 66", $825; windows 12” 
28", $1.7 each. We had running water, by pump 
ing water into a tank situated in the atte. The 
Sewer was pul In when the Rouse. was. bull 
‘Water was heated in a tank beside the cook stove 
by pipes running into the lining of the fre box. 
Wie'also nad a 2 volt light plant whiek supetied 
us with light. The bathroom was put tn in 1963, 
‘making tone of the fst modern homes in the 
Teodale Valley 

‘The war years were anxlous times for many. 
award, Dallas, and Gordon, our Taree olde" 
fons, wore all in the service, only Edward and 
Gordon returning. F/O Belt D. E. J28517 510 
Soden. RAF, RCAF. Overseas was reported 
talssing tn action on July 2, 184, this being con 
firmed: July 31, 198. He is buried, with the 


‘embers of his ctew, in Orleans, France, 
‘We tad eleven chidren, namely: 


Eaward Harley — barn April 1916, took his 
schooling af the Glmlet and Leedale schools. He 
‘harried Alma Challand and lived in the Leedale 
‘area lit 1966 when they moved to Red Deer. 

Dallas Eugene — born December 7, 1818 — 
‘ed July 2, 1844, took his schooling at Leedale 
Sind remained in the area unt joning the R.A.F. 
in igi 

Gordon Lesile — born April 18, 1890, recelved 
his schooling at Leedate, joined the Army in 98), 
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land later married Violet Aske, After the war 
‘hey farmed the Terry Challand farm unt 1966, 
‘when they moved to Kelowna, B.C 

‘Floyd Chester ~ born Sepiember 28, 1922 — 
‘ied Novernber 17,1922 

‘Donna Pear, ars, John Robert Unger, was 
born November 22, 123. They reside in Emon: 

‘Francis Boyd — born July 21, 1995 — dled 
January 26, 1028 of spinal meningits, 

Doris Louise, Mrs, Edward Owen Marcum, 
was born Mareh 18,17, They reside at Langley, 
Be 

‘Vernon. Charles — born August 25, 1228, 
recelved hls schooling at Leedale and has 
farmed there al his Ie. 

Esther Fern — born January 3, 1890 — dled 
January 1, 1990, She had no opening from her 
‘Homack to her intestine. 

‘Giadys Valentine, Mrs. Russell Cole, was 
bom February 14, i93L After living. several 
‘ears in the Lockhart area they now reside near 
Rocky Mountain House, 

‘Carrol Maxine, Mrs. #. Lee Mannix, was born 
December 24, 1888. They and Vernon, make their 
home oa the home place. 

“Tn 1965 we retired, building @ small house on 
the farm, and aften the Parkland Manor was 
pened tn Rimbey In October 1872, we moved 
there [stil keep active nthe drop-ln-eenter and 
with earpenter work 





[BENGSTON, HANNAH AND ART — By’. Han- 

Hannah and Art Bengston came to the 
Leedale distrit in the “Hungry Thirties”. They 
‘arrived by Model truck from Frantler, Sask 18 
ihe late fall of 1938 

They settled onthe SW 22-42-4-W5, which was 
two and one-hatf miles north of Leedale 

At that time they had three boys and five 
irl. Another girl was boon in Alberta 

‘Norma married Bill Buneh of Rimbey, 
‘Thelma married Alex Murray of Marwayne, 
Virginia ‘mareied. Frnle Season of ‘Davson 
Greek, B.C. Freddie married Kay Griener of 
Rimbey, Ruby married Lee Farrel of Rimbey, 
Stanley married Eaith Jensen of Taber, Cody 
married “Kay Brown of Rimbey, Eleanor 
farried John Komenoski and Sylvia married 
Ron Stewart of Red Deer 

‘Me. Bengston sold the farm to Allan Sieting 
and the family moved into Rimbey” 

‘AF passed aay’ In 1968 and his wife, Hannah 
stat ives in Rimbey’ 








BINYON, PAUL 
‘Mr. Pati Binyon and his daughter, Phyl 
boarded with the Rabert Cillesples in about 138. 
br. Bnyon was a carpenter, who helped Harley. 
Beit some with the building of hs house, and 
Phys was the school teacher That year 


BISHOP 

DMF. Bishop came {0 Leedale in the 1980's. He 
operated a barber shop_and Was also. a 
Chicopractor, He later moved hs famlly to the 
NW Shale Ws, presently owned by Zoley Gar 
flek, While living here he operated a save rll In 
the Faraway district, 

There were five children, Hazel, Ivy, 
Lawvenee, Heary and Virginia. From here they 
‘moved to British Columbia where Henry was 
{lle in a saw mill accident 

‘Harold Herloger bought the farm from Mr. 
Bishop and John Jones pastured cattle on it for 
several years. Zoley Garalek purchased It from 
Harold Heringer about 197. 


BOBCHUK, NICK 

Tn January of 1859 T came to Leedale, and 
stayed with my sister and brother-n law, Peter 
fd Lilian Chibri Inthe spring | went to work 
{for Alex Skoreiko for two months. then went to 
‘ght fires in the Sundre area, where Twas wen 
the war broke ot. After tnat Tove ack tothe 
LLeedale area and worked for Henry Chabot for 
‘Sha month hauling wood and tamarack posts to 
ihe shoo 

"in te summer of 190 I went to work for Her’ 
vvarty at the mill Fire broke out and Bill Varty, 
Iyself and a few others were the last ones 10 
rive away as fire engulfed the ml site. 

"That winter 1 worked for Henry Chabot, again, 
filing the sehoo! wood contract. 

"The next fall [ worked for Scotty Houston 
stooking and threshing for elght cents a pound ot 
ferine (approximately $984 a day). Tmmade $182, 
that fal: When the fal work was over I went to 
Edmanfon, Joined the Air Foree and went 

“After the war, I farmed inthe Lavesta area for 
‘a mumber of years and am presently ving in Ed 
monton, 


BREWER, REV. CYRIL AND ANNA 

(Cyril Brewer was bora Maren 8, 1807. 1s 
parents Guy and Myrta Brewer lved in the 
Bikorn district on Grandpa Brewer's farm at 
that time. 

‘Gyr married the former Anna Gusek, who 
was the daughter of Mlcheal and Reyine Gusek 
‘She was born in Baucham, Germany and came 
to Canada at the age of seven years. Her father 
tame to Canada in 197, her two sisters Mary, 
find Augusta (Sumlak) In August 1810. Het 
mother, Regine, and the other ehlldren arrived 
In November 1910. They were Anna (Brewer), 
Emma. (Krossa),” Bertha’ (ones) and. a. son 
Willa, Cart and Gus were born in Round HA 

In September 191, Cyril and Anna came to 
the Leedale district to serve as minister at the 
Free Methodist Chureh, the services being held 
fn the Leedale school” Rev. Rickard. Shoupe, 
Rev, andrew Sharp and Rev. J.J. Walker had 
held the positon previously. In July 18 Cyril 
Was ordained and later that year ther oldest son 
‘Arnold was born. 

















learned the printing business, He and his wie, 


Bertha. were. married in. Lincoln, Nebrask 
‘where ne had his printing shop. Times grew bad 
So they took up a farm out In Kansas ana ilved 
there for elght Years. Paul wat a pioneer and 
Geclded Canada was & new country 80 he would 
Bo north 

I 180! he homesteaded £2 miles northwest of 








3854 vart was born and in 1985 the family 
‘moved to Bashaw where thelr daughter Regine 
was born in 1996. cyrll was avery. good 
{carpenter so besides hs ministerial work he was 
busy earpentering or helping someone with their 
‘farming. 

Th the years tha followed Rev, Louis Freltag, 
Rev. Win. Carmcheal, Rev. J. j. Walker, Rev 
Conrad Kalser and Rev. Clarence Lvons served 
the churen as ministers. Then in 1846 Rev. and 
‘Anna Brewer and family returned fo Leedae, In 
4850, after a second four year ministerial term, 
the ‘family’ moved to Oregon and. Rev. Bert 
Larwill replaced Rev. Brewer. He was the last 
‘minister te serve the Free MeiHodis Chureh st 
Leeda 

“the children took thelr schooling in Oregon 
and following graduation trom high school Ar 
‘old and Evart returned to Canada and shortiy 
ffterward in 1954, Rev. and Mrs. Brewer and 
Regine returned to Lacombe but die to Bir 
Brewer's health they moved back to Port 
‘Angeles, Washington in 1865, where they stl 
resige 

‘Arnold accepted a job with Edmonton City 
‘Telephone Co. on his return to Canada and has 
‘worked there ever since, He and hi wife Delois| 
have four ehfidren: Darel Ann who is married to 
Jinn Le ofthe city, Ronald, Dale and Corrine at 

‘Evart and hls wife Doreen also have four 
chilaren: ‘Gregory. who graduated. from high 
Schoo! this year, Brian, Linda, ‘and Elaine at 
home. Evart worked for Haliburton Ol|Co, for 20 
‘Yeats; then worked for an offshore drilling com 
pany in Nova Scola for a time, On hs return, he 
Becepted a teaching position at Edmonton na 
{overnment school where he teaches heavy duty 

Regine married Philmore Smith, a farmer at 
Eyebrow, Sask. They have three boys: Richard, 
Kelly and Darren. Although Pall sil works at 
the farm part me, they now live In Eyebrow 
Where they recently bull @ new heme 








PAUL BRODERSEN — by Mrs. Bruce (Anna) 
Task. 


Paul Brodersen came to Canada from the 
United States. He was the sort of man who could 
urn his hand to many things: farmer, 


storekeeper, blacksmith, carpenter and he had 


Lacombe, beside the Medicine River where he 
famed his Rome Wittenburg after his childhood 
Home tn north Germany, just 30 miles south of 
he ‘Danish border near the small town. of 
Brdestedt in the province of Schleswig Holstln 

“Two children, William and Amanda were 
born in Nebraska, 4 third ell, Anna, was born 
In Lacombe, the first baby to'be delivered by 
young Dr. Hines. 

‘Alarge dining and iving room were built onto 
the existing early tiree-room home with a 
bedroom and dance all above. The dining room 
DDecame a store and post otice ls wite, Bertha, 
Was postmistress for elght years. 








Paul drove to Bentley, 25 miles, twice a week, 
to deliver mail and bring mall back along With 
Brocerles, hardware, ete. Saturday night was 2 
Big night’ people of the community came To get 
{heir mall and buy groceries. Small Anna left to 
he own devices, liked looking atthe funnies, ell 
asleep on the mall bags. 

“The all. above’ was used for community 
ances, usually Saturday nights, Bg Englebrit 
‘Son played the violin, 

‘ater Bill Brodersen drove the wagon or 
sleigh to Bentley for the mall and groceries, 
‘Many’ times it was necessary to go to Lacombe 
for things needed, It was very cold in winter 
Poot warmers were a necescity on those long 
ps. 

Paul was a good blacksmith, horses had tobe 
shod, runners Made for sleghs, ete. ete. He and 
on Bil, rama herd of cattle and ler bult up 4 
‘egistered herd af Heretords. 

"Bertha Brodersen and daughter, Amanda 
cooked many meals for people who came out 
Tooling for land and who aten stayed overnight 
Paul drove them around the county looking for 
land io file calms on. He also served as a com: 
‘missioner and signed documents for people. 





PAUL BRODERSEN — by Ami 
MacKensie-Paddlson (nee Brodersen) 

‘My father, Paul Brodersen, was born in Den 
mark and my mather, Bertha Klement was born 
In Austria, Hungary. They were married ia Lin 
coin, Nebraska, US.A., April 2, 1886 and trom, 
{histunlon three children were born, My brother, 
Wiliam (Bil) and T were born in Lincoln, 
Nebraska and my sister, Anna Christine, was 
bora in Lacombe, Alberta 

My father was a prinier and Clerk of the 
court in Lincoin, From there the four of Us 
‘moved to Jennings, ‘Kansas, where. father 
Yarmea and mother set type for sale bills and 
‘wedding’ invitations ‘on their printing. press 
From Kansas the four of us eame fo Lacombe it 
490s: Father came by rall with settlers’ effects 
fand mother, brother Bil and T came by train 
later. We lived on a rented farm near Lacombe 
{er cne year walle we ehlidren attended the 
‘Milton Sehool. My father helped Mr. Buttertela 
and Mt. Skinner (o set up ‘The Lacombe Globe 
whlch isan interesting newspaper today. From, 
Lacombe we moved to Medicine Valley where 
father took up a homestead (NW 242-413) and 
also purenased the following CPR land (NWT. 
Gee) and (NE 3424 WS), Pather bull our 
hhome near the Medicine Valley River on NW 2 
‘here he farmed and raised Pirebred Herelord 
tattle, He also started the first post office and 
Store in 1907, mother was his assistant post mas 
tress and clerk, and named the farm, post office 
and store "Witenburg” after father's ancestral 
home in Denmark. In 1918 the name Wittenburg 
‘was changed to Leedale. However, down trough 
the years [sil visit my’ old home, the house is 
StU Standing ‘a8 Well 26 some of the other 
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Dulldings. All the above land has been sold tothe 
"Taaclk Brothers. And the name "Wittenburg 
in prominent letters) is on a signpost as 04 
enter thelr yard. There Is always 2 friendly 
Sreleome when my sister and I vsit the Tkacik 
{omiles 

My father passed away Sune 19, 1929 and 
‘mother on December 1, 1858, My brother, Bill 
{armed and talsed purebred Hereford catle on 
the NE 2541-3-W5. Bll sold the farm and moved 
{o Rimbey in 187: He passed away February 2, 
1010 at the age of 16 years. His wile Florence 
lives in a convalescent home in Winflla, Alta, 
‘My sister, rs, Bruce (Anna) Thirsk of Surrey, 
B.C. and mse are the only survivors let. 


BROWN, OSCAR AND BERTHA, SE 14-42-45 

‘Mn. ind Mrs. sear Brown moved to the 
‘Leedaie community in april 1883. They bought 
the SE-1a2-4W5 from Jimmy Jackson. 

(sear Brown was in ihe Rlmbey area for the 
first time when he was 12 Years old. He came 
‘with hs father Andrew J. Brown trom North 
Dakota in the summer ot 1900 and lived near the 
Forshee area ils father lft him alone there and 
‘went back fo North Dakota to bring the rest of 
the family. Osear was alone for twe months, ba 
Ing hls dog for company, baking his own bread, 
catching fish, snaring partidges and rabbits t0 
tat in his fatter’ absence. He recalled having a 
horse rancher, Mr. Reed, for a neighbor. Mr 
‘eed rode over fo visit hit about tice a week, 
perhaps fo keep an eye on him. When the faally 
‘ame, they staves about five months and then al 
eturned to North Dakota because Airs, Brown 
Sr-dida'v ike the bush country. 

‘Mrs, and. Mr. Oscar ‘Brown had three 
daughters: Fioy (Mrs. Glenn Challand) of 
Rimbey, Beatrice (Mrs. Orris Challand) of 
Rocky” Mountain House, and Marjorie (Str 
{Leroy Johnston) also of Rocky Mountain Hote, 

“Their belongings were shipped by train to 
‘Rimbey and moved out tothe farm with fou 
head of horses on a wagon, Mrs. Brown and Floy 
herded the Taree milkcows on fo0t 

"Me. Brown broke 90 acres of land the first 
year with horse, The frst tree years they ved 
At Leedale they were elther halled out or got 
froze out, This made fora reat hardship on top ot 
Just moving fo the new community. 

‘Oscar returned to Pincher Creck area each 
year for the first few years to thresh Mrs. Brown, 
4nd the gris ran the farm while he was ava 

“he money he made there wou help with he 
operating expenses Tor the following year. 

“Mrs. Brown's. nobbles for the years were 
milking cows, raising foxes and turkeys. 

"Tae Brown's were active inthe Free 
‘Methodist Chureh. Mrs Brown was the Sunday 
School Superintendent for a number of years, 
‘Many’ of the former children who attended Sun. 
ay’ sehoo stl recall the great times they had at 
the Easter parties Mrs. Brown would have for 
them: 











In 19481850 they but a new house and in 1963 
‘ey'sold the farm fo Mr. and Mrs. ATL Frayn and 
‘moved to Rocky Mountain House. During ths 
time Mr. Brown became involved with the great 
Sport of curling and curied in many bonsplels In 
Eeedaie and Rocky Mountain House 

‘Mz, and Mrs, Brown eclebrated thelr 60th 
weddtng anniversary in February 196. 


HONORED ON 60th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY’ 





{In October of 1872 they moved tothe Parkland 
Manor in Rimbey where they lived until tel 
passing. Mr. Brown passed away in October 1973 
Ena Mrs. Brown In December 1913 


MR. AND MRS, JOHN S. BRUN, NE 15-424. 
by". Manna’ 

My parents came to Canada from Christal 
(now Oslo), Norway inthe later 1580's. My dad 
‘came ist fo Minnesota andlater my mother and 
five eallaren came across by sailing ship. They 
left Minnesota and settieg about 0 miles north ot 
Regina at Govan. Saskatchewan, where ihe last 
{ur eldren were born. When {was five years 
old (in 1915) we moved to southern 
Saskatchewan just oneal mile for the Mon. 

nice but barren land, covered wi 
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bleached butfalo bones, lots of antelope and 
Iselous green grass, no drought then). 

During the “hungry tnrtles" my pareats, Mr. 
and Mey Bran, my brother Floyd and nese, 
‘Virginia Bengston came to the Mount View dis 
trict from Frontier, Saskatchewan. ‘They came 
Ina Model A Para te ths beeutful country whlch 
soemed like a paradise after leaving the “ust 
dunes” in Ssskatehewsn, 

“They got an acreage 18 miles west of Rimbey 
by the bridge crossing the Medicine River 

Dad but a log house and blacksmith shop 
there, but they lived there for one year. ‘They 
then purchased the Lou Eaton place (NE 15-424 
Ws) when was two and one-half miles north of 
Leedale 

“They moved the log bulldings and settled 











oven to farm in 1835. He did blacksmith work for 
the surrounding dsirct for a number of years 

While he lived there he hada flour rll which 
the made out of two huge roeks. One rock he got in 
‘Montana and the ether one on the Saskatchewan 
Side. The rocks were about three feet across and 
fne and.a Raf feet thle, with a sbx inch hole in 
fhe centre. Lalways held the chisel for dad wile 
hhe was carving them out. Tewas a long tedious 
and vibrating job T must say 

‘One rock was put on top of the other. The mill 
was powered by a Model'T Ford engine and as 
the top rock spun around the wheat Was ground 
Into our, tine or coarse, whichever one desired. 

‘When my parents carne to Alberta they had to 
leave the rocks in Saskatchewan, but Russel 
Stewart andmy brother, Floyd, went back with a 
half fon truck fo bring them up. Tt was such an 
Immense welght for the narrow tires, that the 
{ites kept popping like popcorn, so they unloaded 
tne rock on the other sige of Calgary ane made 
the rest of the way O.K- Later Russel and Verona 
‘went down and browghi the other rock Horne. The 
frill ig now in Stan Reynolds” Museum tn 
Wetaskiwin Alberta 

‘Dad made his own roof shakes by hand, He 
was also a great woodsman and fisherman and 
Slashed out many roads (still used) in British 
Columbia in the 1900's, Dad died in 1941, age TS 
years, with many of his hobbies unfnisied. My 
parents were very hospitable people and always 
Fada house fll at company. 

‘My' mother and brotter sold the farm to 
Gieland’ Price and moved into. Rimbey. My 
father died In 195 at the age of 88 years, stl 
Fumorous and contented. 

“We mise them both very much. 





BUCKNELL, TOM 
"Tom Bucknell moved onto the “Lee” place, 
‘coming from Lockhart about 1994. That winter 
his house burned and he dled from Duras 
Fecelved in that Bre. Pete Fraser noticed the 
house was burning and went to investigate, He 
Carried Tom the one-half mallet hls home. The 
weather and bad roads prevented Pete from tak 
Ing hm fo the hospital Tor about a week. Lucy 
Hoblnson eared for Tom as best she could during 
that time, but the burns were so bad he lived oy 
About another week after reaching hospital. 





BURNS, WADE AND SUE. 
‘rand Mrs. Barns bought the SE 23-4245, 
‘vom Cody Bengston and moved to the district 
‘with thelr son Eddie and daughter Shannon in 
December 194 trom Louls Creek, B. 

‘Besides hls farming duties Wade works at 
Parkland Motors, Chev Olds dealer in Rimbey a 
parts man and mechan He is interested In all 
Sports and eajoys the position of piteher in the 
Himbey baseball tera 

‘Se works at the Rimbey Livestock auetion on 
sale days and is a lleensed’ Af Technican and 
bonded Livestock Dealer 








Edie and Shannon attend the Rimbey school 
‘eaale plays hockey and te very interested in 
Hunting and trapping. Shannon is enjoying 
skating lessons this year, 





G{AUDE AND LINLAE CHALLAND NE 242 

"The Challand brothers; Terry, Clarence, 
‘Merton and Claude, came from Iowa to Canada 
in aos. 

‘They arrived at Lacombe and remained in 
that area for two years belore venturing fo the 
‘Leodate area, known then as Wittenburg. They 
all'ook homesteads, 

‘Terry, who was married to the former Lou 
archer ia lowa, homesteaded the NE 54-405, 
fn IN, They had ao chldren of thls own, Dut 
liter helped raise Thelma and Gilbert children 
of Clarence Challand, Aunt Lou died in 1943, 
‘Torzy sold then, and raved to Rimbey 

‘Clarence nomesteaded the NW'4 241.3.15in 
1807 He bulla log house there In 1906, and later 
married Florence ‘Norris of Baltimore, 
Maryland in 2908. Clarence lived there for 46 
Years when his son, Gllber, took over the farm. 
ras later sod to Oreis Challand in 198 

‘Merton Challand omesteaded the SE 3-4-4 
sin in 1907, the quarter on which the Leedale 
ore was later located, He lived there about 
three years belore moving to Bentley. 

‘Cade Challand homesteaded the NE 2-424 
WS also tn 1907. In 190 he married Lie Snoupe. 
To this uaion were born five enlidren: Yola, 
[aa Oris, Glenn, and Alma. Yola married Alva 
Hancher, farmed for several years south east of 





Leedale and now resides at Vernon, B.C. Lela 
married John Scott of Calgary. Orris married 
Beatrice Brown of Leedale, and farmed a few 
years east of the store before moving fo Rocky 
‘Mountain House. Glenn married Beatrice's 
sister, Poy, and they farmed south and west of, 
Leedsie elore. moving toa farm’ south of 











Rimbey. Alma married Edward Belt also ot 
Leedale. They also farmed west of the store 
Before moving fo ited Deer, 

(Claude and Lilie drove by team and wagon 
for three summers to Bassano-Brooks area from 
10 fo 1818 fo work at road bullding with horses 
nd scrapers. ‘They hauled bullding. materist 
from Lacombe by team and wagon to build their 
first good house in 1818. They reeall many hard 
times, doing roadwork to help pay land taxes 
te, raising hogs and horses, and milking cows 
forhake a living, They farmed, adding land 10 
the original until 19 when they sold te farm 
{o Ruscel Stewart and moved to Rimbey where 
they sll reside, 


(CHIBRI, PETER AND LILLIAN 

‘We moved to Leedale. from Netiburg, 
‘Saskatchewan on October 1, 1988, We arrived by 
freight train bringing two cows, wo calves, four 
horses and some machinery. We purchased 
farm trom Mr. Cutter, which was known as the 
old La Belle place. Before we could move into 





‘Terry Challand » Terry Challend passed awsy on 
November 21, 1977, at the ago of 104 years. A 
‘popular longtime resident of the Rimabey town and 
istrict Mr. Challand enjoyed ife to the fll 

He was born in Towa, the oldest of a family of 
seven, on February 3, 1873 and came to Canada in 
1905, to the Lacombe district, He retarmed to the 
‘USA in 1907 and returned with his bride Lovcinda 
‘Archer. They proved up s homestead in the Leedale 
farea, southwest of Rimbey where he farmed until 
1900 when he moved to Rimbey. He kept aa interest 
{informing and even helped with some of the work on 
‘the farm ins 95th year, 

He eotered the Rimbey Auxiliary Hospital in 
1969 where he resided until his death. Funeral 
services were held on Thursday. November 24 


ur house, Emest Lee had to frst remove the 
train that was stored there. Therefore, for two 
Weeks we stayed wth Pete's aster and brother 
Indaw, Alex and Mary Skorelko, 

“That fall we started digging our water well by 
hand. The Last 10 feet we hit sold sandstone roe, 
and used dynamite, hammer and.chisel and 
finauly'struct water at 3 fet. Our crop the next 
year froze and we threshed wth sleighs, Being 
irom Saskatchowan we brought Thatcher seed 
Wheat but that wa the rst and last ime, as we 
Found out Leedale aidn't compare with 











Saskatchewan, Our first baby, Edward, was 
bom on March 22,1940 at the Rimbey Hospital 
‘whieh Is, now, a Nursing Home 

"That same’ year Pete's brotherinlaw and 
sister, Nick dnd Helen Sulake from Edson, 
purchased Palahnuik place. tn the fall of 198 we 
Fada sae to raise enough funds to make a down 
payment on the land we purehased northeast af 
Rimbey We rented Sulak place for a earthen 
raved fo our new home om April Fool's Day of 
HR Theve was so'much snow that there were 
deep banks on each side of the road. As we 
farmed the corner to make the last half-mile 
home, the horses and sleigh Kept on going and 
the ack with our belongings was left hanging on 
the snowbank, 

‘On February 22, 184 our second baby, Dean 
na was born 


We are sem! retired living on the same farm 
north-east of Rimbey. Edward married sildred 
‘Jensen, have {wo ehlidren and is Bank Manager 
of the Treasury Branch in Castor, Alberta, Des 
fa, married to. Charles Montaibett have 10 
children and ate living in Edmonton. 





cme 

‘ME. Chlnu, a bachelor, came trom France, 
ttrst to the Aurora district, then Dougat ae 
Canadian Pacific Rallway quarter, NE 33-4 
Ws, about 1918. He sold to Av E. Westlake about 
482) and returned to France 


HAROLD CUMBERLAND, NW 23.42.95, 

Harold Cumberland was born in 1890, in the 
Wallace Township, Perth County, near Listowel, 
Ontario to Wellington and Hester Cumberland. 
He moved to Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, In 
7 

ie convinced his parents to sell and move 
west in 101 and he moved on to Saskatchewan in 
in 

He married Mae Greer in 1913, n Moose Jaw, 
then brought his bride west tothe homestead hls 
father had fed on for him, NW 234255, 

However, because of its remoteness and his 






love forthe prairies, Harold and Mae stayed only 
uni 1816, and returned to the Tunford farm. 

He kept up the taxes on te homestead until 
the “airy thirties 

"Tney raised ‘ine children. Harold dled in 
imbey in 197, He was predeceased by hs wite 
in eer 





JAMES D. CUMBERLAND — by Hlldred 
(Cumbertara) Parker 

‘My father, James D. Cumberland, came west 
from Listowel, Ontario in March, 112. He had 
bought the S.W. 3641-25 trom 2 Mr. Dahl In 
the Medicine Valley — Post Office, “Witten 
‘burg’ store and dance hall operated by Mr. 
Brodersen, 

Dad and my elder nalf brother, Elwyn 
(casey) had moved out in February, 912 with 
furitire and some fare {mplemenis. Mother 
dnd we three younger children, Hlldred, Nelson 
land Arinur, came'a month later. Dad met us in 
Eacombe with a wagon, spent the night at 
Bentley ata Stopping House and spent the next 
day getting to Wittenburg. Turned west at about 
fhe present hamlet of Forshee. There was really 
horoad moved trees out of our trail and forded 
creeks, 

‘Dad had moved west for health reasons, He 
had een plagued ith bolls while inthe east. Hs 
doctor advised him that av change in climate 
Imight be beneficial It dla! Then there were he 
‘dreams; one belng that the ralioad had sur 
veyed through the valley. 





AAsster was added with the birth of Alberta 

There was the Wittenburg school where Frode 
zy Indlan sade pony ton the summer months 
Sometimes there would not be a teacher and I 
‘Would attend Gimmlet or Benjamin Schools, 

‘Dad's first quarter was very good sll and nat 
slow as surrounding ones, Recall him throwing 
‘is hat out in tne gra fleas, it care torest on 
top of the oats — good crop, 

‘Grain and calle were moved to Kootuk. It 
was a great day for me when dad of my ball 
brother would take me. along. Then T hada 
‘hance to feast my’ eyes on goodies in Sestrap's 
Store in Bekele. Cattle were driven ina herd by 
‘cowboys tobe loaded on cars at Keotu 

Tn 1910 dad enlarged his land holdings and 
also bought the first car im the valley, a nov 
[Model T- We had a ear that would last he ret of 
fur lives! Corduroy. roads were being iald, 
therwise the Model T could not get very far 
‘Many'a time horses, wagon, and saddle horses 
‘would sin nto the mire almost out of sight 

‘My parents lived at Leedate until daa pass 
ing Autust 24,1938 Mother then sold the faFm to 
‘John Arner in 199, She passed away November 
ih, 196 

My parents were buried in Bradshaw 
cemetery but when the Hulterites took over the 
Valley the familly Rad the bodies moved to Red 
Deer 

Surviving are three children, Hildred Parker, 
Nelson Cumberland, and Alberta Balrd. 


-MANLEY AND NITA CUMBERLAND SW 12-48. 
ron 








‘Manley was born in 1891, near Listowel, On- 
tarloand moved west with hls family, the Well) 
Gimertands in 193 





In 1928, ne married the former Nita 
‘Nicholson, sho was born in Dobbington, Ontario, 
tn 1806 and came west wlth "ner parents, 
Reverend "and. Ms. Sam" Nicholson. They 
homesteaded inthe Spruceville area in 1901. Nita 
‘went tothe Camrose Normal School and taught 
School at Moralngside, Spruceville, Chapel and 
ihabaska. She was ‘cleriing. at the NuWay 
Store In Rimbey oven she met Manley. 

‘Manley and his father operated the dray in 

‘Rimbey for many years, but the coming of the 

‘Dench truck made drying. an unprofitable 
business, so Manley, Nita and small son Harley 
moved back to the family farm in 1984, These 
‘Were the hungry thirties and tings were tough 
‘The land whieh had been rented before that 10, 
ihe Visgers was the SW 2442-43 and the SW 12 

‘ta played the plano at chureh and was one 
‘of the very few women who could drive a car 
Her neighbor Mrs, Brown could also drive and 
they’ qulte often drove into Rmbey to shop tn the 
Summer. The roads were nothing Ike they are 
how, bui were two black tracks, a pair of ruts, 
{and lots of mudholes In winter they were almost 
impassable, as the roads tere seldom ploughed 
‘ree of snow in those days, 

‘Olat Norem did threshing inthe valley, and 
‘other neighbors Were Mi. and Mrs. Kruger. who 
fived on the quarter north; Cyril Brewer, Oliver 
‘Jacobs, Harry Robb, Jack Brandon and Lester 
‘Johnson, 

‘After 10yearson the farm the land was sold to 
‘Mr. and Mis. Frowd, and in 184, Manley, Nita 
‘and Harley moved (o.a {arm one mile west of 
Gul Lake, where Harley sil resides. Manley 
‘passed away’on March 16, 1954 and Nita on May 
pists, 


WELLINGTON AND HESTER CUMBERLAND, 
SW 2424. Wo, i011 — by Muriel Stevens 

Weillngion Harris Cumberlana sas born in 
Listowel, Ontario, March 18, 1868 and dled in 
Rmbey, Alberta in 1964 at the age of $1 years, 
His father, Joseph Cumberland ad arrived In 
Eistowel trom fyronne County, Ireland, in 1884 
‘when he was elght years ot age. Itwas here that 
his mather Rebecea Charney was bora in 188. 

Welllagion married Hester Anne Grothier of 
Listowel in 1657. They had three children, 
Harold, Manley and Florence. 

T1811, Welly Cumberland and hs family lett 
their 12 room red brick house of the town line 
Listowel tomake the trek west, because thelr son 
Harold nad decid the west was the only place 

Wellington took the advice of an old friend, 
‘Mr Palis, fo buy land onthe ral line which was 
{run near his homestead, ihe SW2442-4.W5 and 
{through his tarm which was the SW 1224.5, 

Tn 80, the surveyor stakes were in evidence 
toprove ts certainty. The land was flat and clear 
asia fire had swept through this area some Years 
Previously. However, the Tall line aid not 
materialize 




















Weston ed Hate Canbeand and NL 


Snow and frost plagued the Wittenburg valley 
land erops were vers poor In 191, when the war 
‘broke ot, Florence, their daughter remembered 
‘canning wild fut without sugar, of shooting pa 
‘tide and prairie chicken with her pear handled 
422 pistols n order to supply meat for tne table. 

Fas’ not uncommon to ride the range in 
search of thelr eae, She ao recounted how, at 
2 dance at the Paul Broderson farm, a bulet 
Sped up trom the room below, luckily hitting 80 

het two-roomed log house seemed afar ery 
from the lovely big home In the east. However, 
{his home was the scene of many good times. Tt 
twas here the ministers often stayed hen hey 
‘rove out from Rimbey fo conduct services a5 
Welly ana Hester were very active in church 
work 

‘In 1800, Florence married Robert Watts of 
Rimbey, ere she resided Until her death 
16, 

Th 1028, Welly, Hester and son Manley moved 
to Rlmbey where the menfolk operated the dra 
‘between the station and the town, In those days, 
They used to use Horses and always prided 
Memselves on the shining’ harness, the Dig 
‘Scotch collars and the sleek, groomed teams. 

"L188, Mr, and Mrs. Cumberland celebrated 
shee se anniversary wth Rost fled ad 








DAML, LINDIS 

Linals Dat, son of Exnest F. Dab, of the 
GGirnlet dstlt, served in W.W.1, then purchased 
fhe SW. 14245, the quarter the Leedale 
alle School was located on 

‘He married Lenore Baird ofthe Gmlet district 
‘and hey Rad one son. The boy was about 12 years 
‘ld when be and his mother moved to United 
States 

‘Lindis stayed and tater married Evelin 
‘Wegreen. The sold and moved to British Colum: 
Bia in the late 190, 

‘Landis had «Wo sisters, Della and Mrs, Ora 
archer. 

“Alter Lindis dled Evelin married Cutt Ander 
son and presently lives at Canby, Oregon. 








DEFILLIPPI, DOMINIQUE, 

‘Mr. and Mes, Deflippl was the original 
‘owners of the SE, 2842-483, They also bought 
the NE.2542.3W5 and the NE of 14 formerly 
‘owned by C. D. Aldrage In about 390, 

Having lived In Edmonton, the farm did not 
appeal to Mrs, Detlipp so she never moved (0 
fhe farm, but did come aceasslonal for weekends 
‘with thelr to sos Pallp and Raymond, 

“The boys usualy spent the suramer holidays 
on the rarm with thee dad, when there was much 
‘work tobe done, Dominique did ot of breaking 
‘and brushing while newas there and always Kept 
{hired man to work and do the cooking 

‘Alec Jarbeau, ‘Tommy Fuyarehui, and 
pave Sorenson ‘were’ some who worked for 

Th 141 he sold the land to Harold and Grace 
Mason who also came from Edmonton. and 
Defiipp! went to the ely 

‘Aller farming for many years Masons moved 
Into Rimbey ana the land wes rented to Soren 
Hansen, cliff Buad, and Dale Hatala and then 
sold to Cody Bengston who in turn sel to Wade 
Burns the present owner 


DYAR, ME, AND MIS. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dyar homesteaded the NW 24 
42.1.5, one half mle east four miles north of 
‘Wittenburg in about 1903. 1s beleved his name 
was John Wack). 

‘irs. Dyar had an article published in Rod 
‘and Gun in Canada in Apr, 140. 

Tis not known hove mans’ children they had 
bur thet'son, Bwana Thomas (Bunny was vers 
{ih'one fall about 1014) with pneumonia ‘an 
before overt, had an appendicitis attack. Me 
Was under the care of Drs. fom Lacombe ata 
twas nursed by Ars. Harrie! Baum Jonnsmat 
Several weeks before regaining his health Tis 
believed Esther Mottet (Belt) worked for Mir 
‘nd Mes, Dyar at this tame Lime, 

“rhe Dyars moved trom the dlsteet about 
193, 


EASTBURN 

Sanford Walker Eastburn came with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. H.-G. Eastbum, trom 

reuton, Iowa, to homestead the north haf of 1 
ELWS in 1905, He was councillor for Local En 
provement District number 431 In I81¢ and 
Reeve in 198, Walker married a Lampman git, 
and they had two or three girs and a son When 
they sold to Peter Mullbeck and'O. B. Moore in 
about 1938 

This land 1s now owned by Ralph Armstrong. 











FAREWELL FOR MR. AND MRS. A. EATON 
SANE 1542-4.5 — taken Soom Pierson scrap 
boot 

"Mr. and Mrs. Lou A. Eaton and son, who have 
been residents of the Leedale. distil for 
umber of years, left today (Thursday) for 
Muskegon, ailehigan where they’ Intend to make 
thelr home. Mr. Batoa's auction sale on Monday 


was a great success and he was well saistied 
With the vesul. Mr. Eston will go on raising 
Srlons ad as acaire en ere pot or hat 
‘purpose. He speclallzed In fons before coming 
To Alberta and thinks there is real money inthe 
business, and his friends here hope his expec 
tations wil be realized 

‘Note: Mrs. L. (Margaret) Eaton was one of 
the early teachers at the Leedale School, 192 
She was also the first president of the Leedale 
Women's Institute 


ERVIN, SAMUEL AND MABEL 

in Maren 1033, just married a few months 
vera year, we put a hayrack, all enclosed for 8 
living caboose, on set of sleighs. With all ut 
‘worldly possessions, including two canary birds, 
fo cats, anda litle dog, we lett Ledve, travel 
ling south and west t our destination, Leedale 
By making It to the country sehool yards for 
Aight eamping, ve were provides with shelter in 
the school baras for sur horses and were se 10 
kel water for our use. 

‘lvtas col, andthe snow was deep, diferent 
times we would have fo jump out and ang onto 
‘one fide of Our caboose to keep it from Hpplng 
‘ver fo get over the deep snow aris, Witt & 
‘Staal air ght heater and litle cook siove, we 
Were warm and sng inside. Our last nigh we 
‘camped in Leedale Hall yard, next day ending 
tur trek west and two miles south, on the fart 
later known as Tom Mason's farm 

‘With the help of my dad, Grandpa Aske, and 
Sam's brothers, we shoveled off the snow and 
Started our mansion, which consisted of one 
oom, serving as Aitchen,dning rear, bedroom, 
‘te Tse was flashed by hanging newspapers, 
Sand white washed with a white powder substance 
from out west in the ruskeg. By zixing this 
powder with water or milk and adding a bit of 
ye it made a beautiful finish. Our house was 
Feady tomove into, and just to think thls was our 
Hest home and our very own. How happy we 
Were! By this time it was thme fora few eeves of 
‘erop and garden. We were then Joined hy avery 
ood friend of ours, no otter than Seth Wells, 
‘Needless to sy" he was 4 very weleome guest, 
Spending te with Us off and'on until his pass 
ite, 

in Pebruaty the stork spotted our happy ite 
abode and dropped off a 1884 model baby gil, 
featuring: free squealing, economical feeding, 
Streamlined body, water’ cooled exhaust and 
‘changeable seat covers. By thls ume we were 
Sort of growing out of our wee house, 60 we 
‘moved a it further west, to help an old gent, Mr. 
(Cox. We also bettered our nousing and had out 
bullaings too, Tals place is now owned by Dot 
Carrol 

What with farming, milking cows, raising 
cates t,t paige on. Sam naked ot 
posts of amavack tram theswamps, leaving just 
Before daylight in the winter tne’ and getting 











beck long after dark, with only frozen 
Sandwich for neh. 

"n August We recelved another stork visit, a 
1808 model, a tle boy, much to our pleasure, 
‘and again in November 1858, the same'make a5 
ihe sist one, By thls time we decided, being as 
there was no trade in on the older models, we 
‘Would have to move ote Stork couldn't indus, 
‘Wermoved oat to Me. MeTighe's lumber mil 
{he fal of 1980. n the spring of 2941 we lot all 
‘ur belongings, including our milk cov, dog, eat, 
te. in forest fie, so we moved back Info the 
Lecdale. district to. wy. farming. again. In 
September 1941 our lives were saddened bY God 
falling our little Kenneth home 








We finally ended up buying the farm one mile 
ast of Leedale, which was known. as the 
Baldridge farm. The winters once aga found is 
Inthe lumber eamps, owned by Jonn Jones and 
run by our good trend, Henry Thachul. cooked 
Inthe cook house and Sar hauled logs with his 

sam of blacks, We always moved back to the 
farm inthe spring. 

Th March 190, we had a ittle helper arrive, 
Dwayne, bed roll and all, very weleome ada 
ton to our ite clzee, 

‘Later we stayed on the farm. tn 1967, Sam 
went fo Join. wee Kenneth. Thus closes our 
‘chapter, as things didn" seem to have much 
‘meaning ater ts mn 

Looking back at so many happy memo 
and our sad anes, our many wonderful relatives, 
‘Mends, and neighbors, [sil have many things 
to thank God for and Leedale wil alvays Be 
ome 





EVERT, JAMES AND LAVINE. 

"James Evert was bora in Ontario in 186 hs 
wife, Lavine Jarbo was also bora in Oatari, In 
BOT! They were married in the year 188, and 
Shorty after they moved to Forest River, North 
Dakots, where they farmed for some years. At 
{his location there were five children bora fo (hls 
femlly, namely; Earnest, Fife, Mabel, David 
and Myrtle, 

‘In T803, they were on the move again, this 
time for Alberta. They Worked their way along, 
Setling on 2 farm seven mlles west and one and 
‘one.talt mile south of Rimbey, which they later 
‘raded for a threshing outit and moved west to 

















Wittenburg (Leedale). Here the children got 
ther chance fo go to sehool forthe first ime 

“They ‘way house where Leedale is 
today; ving there unt 1813. While there three 
‘more’ children ‘were bora. Leo, cilllan, and 
Wiliam. 

Tn the summer of 193, they loaded thelr 
wagons again and were onthe move once more. 
Working along the way, at the Strathmore dam 
and around Taber, ending up in. the timber 
‘found Rockford, Washington. Here they lived fo 
"good old age 

‘Pour of the children stil lve at Spokane 
Washington, Eamest, Leo, Lilian and Willams, 

‘Mrs, vert lived unt 96 years of age, Mr 
Evert lived to age 87 years, 








FAIRFIELD, CHARLIE, 

Charu came tothe Leedale district, elther 
from the Eastern States or Eastern Capada in 
the 18s He worked in the mls west of Leedale 
land also spent some tlme wth Link Boyer, Mary 
lipatrick recalls tat he always received 
fewspaper from Chicago which had lots of eam: 
{es the ehldren always enjoyed. Charlle helped 
Ir. Boyer with the farming and Mary recalls 
how he would always carry-4 poeket novel with 
‘im, He would plow a half mille, then stop to rest 
the horses, reading a chapter in hs book while 
resting, then go anotter half mile and repeat 
Surprising to all, be aa get an awful ot of work 
Gone. After he fetired, Charile made his home 
‘vith the Griffin and Ervin families, He left Br 
‘ins in 19's to stay with hls sister at Maxie 
Ontario, 


FARTHING, HARRY 

Harry Pcthing,a W.W. I veteran, came from 
Calgary, in the early 1520's and stayed with the 
WW. €. Thompson family. He was a boller maker 
by trade and had worked for seme time at the 
(lagen Shops i Calgary. He started a blacksmith 
‘Shop in Leeda in the Inte 190s 1k was later run 
By hack Booth, and was sold to Car Aske In 957 

Harry hada companion, a lite Fox Terrier, 
‘dog, named "Ninety, When asked why he called 
fher Ninety, he would explain "when er tall is up 





it makes a nine and any damn foo! can see the 

"The children of the village Uked to visit Mr. 
Farthing for though many-homes didn’, Mr. 
Farthing always had aif jam fo put on the 
bread he offered them for linc 





FOX, CHARLES 
Mer. C. Fox homesteaded the SW 10-12-45, 
taking out an application for homestead May’I8, 
itp He left the valley before 1013, 
"We are sorry-no further information could be 
found of this person, 


PETER FRASER — SE. 624.5 

‘Mr, Fraser was bora in Weland on December 
4g, 1888, During World War I'he served in the 
British Navy. He came to Canada to Brooks, 
‘Alberta im 1619 and in 1808 he moved to the 
LLeedale Valley where he bought and farmed the 
SE 9248 

uring the 36 years he llved at Leeda, Mr. 
Fraser served on the councl ofthe Municipality 
of Last West for a number of ears and also when 
{he varlous ‘municipal aisitets amalgamated 
Into the enlarged municipality. Later when it 
bbecame the County of Ponoka he acted as coun: 
Cllr for the Electoral Division No, 





He was a member of the Alberta Wheat Pool, 
the Bllndman Valley Livestock Co-op, the 
Eimbey Branch of the Raval Canadian Legion 
And also tne Kitchener Lodge No. 99 AF and AM 
at Rimbey. 

He was a kind and friendly man, @ hand 
worker, a good neighbor and well ilked by 

Tr. Fraser passed away in the Red Deer 
Hospital on July 18th, 1964 


MB. AND MRS, ARTHUR FRAYN, SE 14424. 


‘art and Judy Fraya purchased the Oscar 
Brown farm in 1864. Tuey ‘moved out {rom 
Rimbey with five eklésen, Tanging from am In 
fant to 12 years old. Sharroa, the eldest now lives 





at Bentley, is married to Leroy Juut and has two 
hlldren. Yom and hs wie, Blaine live at Pigeon 
Lake where ne works for Texaco atthe Gas Pant 
In Bonny Glen. Lana will graduate trom the 
University of Alberta in nursing in November. 
Sherecently married Howard Curle and wil ive 
In’ Rocky Mountain House, Murray graduated 
ftom Iembey High ths year and is presently tal 
ing a business course at the Northern Alberta 
Institute of Technology in Eémenton. Randy Is 
attending Juntor High in Rimbey and says he Is 
folng to be a farmer 

‘Besides farming, Art is employed by Hud 
son's Bay Gas and Oil, 


FRIZZELL, MARQUIS (LAFE) 
Mr. and'Mrs. Lafe Frizzell ived onthe SE 10 
2. Ws. few years about 1816, Mrs. Priazell ran 
the store for Bill Lee in 1816, when Ill went 
‘overseas in World War One, The store was later 
tun by Mr, and Mrs, Henry Jacobs. 
‘Me. and Mrs, Frizzell moved to Rimbey in 
1918 and otned Frizzell's Hardware Company’ 
"They hed one gl, Elva, Elva marvied Jud 
‘Simmons in 191d. Jud dled that same whiter 
(G85) of appeadtetts 
‘Mrs. Elva Simmons and Mr. Jack Hinrichsen 
purchased the Rimbey Advance In 192 and Elva 
‘vas publisher unt 1828, when both her father's 
hardware store andthe iewspaper office, which 
‘Were sde by side, burned down. Elva then, belng 
i excellent horsewoman, took her {F1Ck NOPE 
rustang’" fo Hollywood, where she appeared in 
numerous pletures, 


FROWD, ELVIN AND DOLINA 

vin Bertram Prowd was born in Blalrmore, 
England in September 1885 and came to Russel, 
‘Manitoba in 1004 

THis wife, Doling was the daughter of 
Katherine and’ Murdock ‘Thompson. She was 
‘bors in Habust, Seodland in July 1884 and came 
to Canada in 1901 at the age of i8 years, 

She worked at Russell, Manitoba where she 
‘met and married Elvin Frowe. 

‘ey aed there for may vars and then 
in 1908 decided 10 g0 to Boggabrl, New South 
Wales, Austral. 

‘On thelr return in 1929 they lived at Acme, 
Atberia and farmed there unt 19 when they 
faved tothe Leedale district and purchased the 
Wig 122-0 NS, 

‘Mrs. Prowd was fond of needleeraft and gar. 
ening Mr Frowa was a good neighbor and the) 
Were both highly respected 

‘Miss. Allee Burgoyne Worked for them for 
several years. 

“They? farmed here until they retired and 
moved to Lacombe in 2868 

‘D Abrl 185 Mr. Froved passed away at the 
age of 80 years, Sirs. Frowd then moved to 
Rimbey and was a resident of the Auxiliary 
Hompital for 10 years. She passed away in May 
stb at the age af #2 years 











‘Thelr daughter Dorothy and her husband Bil 
Brown, who also farmed. here, now live In 
Rimbey where Bilt Is employed, 

Their three sons Bob, Cle, and Lindsay are 
nowt married 

‘A son Jack Frowd and his family lve at Cin 
ton B.C. 


GARDNER, WILLIAM AND SARAH —by Lucy 
Gardner Repinsen 

‘Tice brothers, Wiliam, Thomas and Charles 
Gardner, came to Alberta from Minot, North 
Dakota In the year of 1508 to homestead, break 
Up land for flelds and gardens, do some fencing 
fad bulld log houses. tn 1006 the wnole familly 
fame by fain as far as Lacombe, then by 
covered wagon, hauling machinery on wagons 
‘End fat veds, aviving the livestock the dO miles 0 
fhe N4-42-LW5, one and one-half miles west, one 
hit nile north of Wittenburg. They were the 
fitst fo homestead west of the Medicine River. 

‘Willam and Serah remained there all Gielr 
lives. Willam led in July, 1920 and. Saran 
January 2, 1925. "Tom also remained in the dls- 
{rie al his fe. Charles returned east (0 work 
Dulldig raliroads, 

“To William and Sarah there were five children 
born, 

‘Margaret born March 2, 19 n North Dako 
Iaiey born October 7,195 in North Dakota; Mary 
Bora December 14, 1907 in Alberta: Helen barn 
January 6, 1910 tn Alberta; Willam Jr- born 
pat, 1513 in Alberta 

‘We ail attended Wittenburg — Leedale School, 
walking the mile plus every morning and eve 
fing. In my" memories, we all haga. happy 
tilénood making our own fun and laughter In 
Work and ply. 

“The fll of 1912 we lost our home and personal 
belongings to fre Anew nome was bullt in late 
‘winter. The lumber was bought and hauled by 
team and sleigh. This proved very afficult for 
the winter vas cold and the snow was deep 

Tn 1815, when the first World War broke out, T 
‘remember going fo our Ite post office forthe 
‘mall and hearing the people tlk about the wa 
sure was a scary thought for us children. 

{With no ragio or T-V. we all looked forward to 
getting the few newspapers that came, ‘The 
Family Herala, Weekly Star and Pree Press, and 
‘catalogue or two. We sure looked forward 10 
Christmas, New Year's and also the plenics, 

‘Margaret married Grover Simplins April 20, 
1900, they have fve children, 

‘Mary married Murphy Webb August 25, 1927, 
they have one boy and one gi 

Helen remained single 

‘Wiliam Jt. married unice Odland June 8, 
1952, they have two girls and one boy. 

‘icy marvied Lewis Robinson December 4, 
4922 weave ive children, 
the Leedale area, namely: 

‘Archie, born Noveraber 4, 198, married Fran 




















cs Lee in 1980. They have two children, a boy 
fda gle and presently veside at Alrdle 


‘Ethel, bora January 25, 2895, married. R. 
Bonlender in 197. ‘They have five girls and one 
boy and reside in Rmbey. 

"Viola, born April 3,199, married George Jen 
son in lis, They have tree boys and reside On & 
farm north of Leedale, 

‘Evelya, bora May 1, 197, married LeRoy 
Brown in i988, They have six girls and one boy 
and live at Barrhead, 

‘Leste, Dor January 28,298, married Teresa 
Locsin Hat, They have seven girls and one 
oy and” reside ‘on. hs. great-uncle Charles 
Gardner's homesteag, two and_ one-half miles 
‘west and one-half mile north of Leedale 

‘To date, [have 28 grandchildren snd 19 great 
grandenilazen, After living most of my ifetn the 
{Eeedale area, 1 now reside in Bentley, fling my 
time, babysiting. 





GARNICK, PAUL AND JULIA — SE 18-1249, 

"Paul Garalek was born In Hungary In Oct 
1498, 

Tie married the former Julia Csakl 1824 and 
‘came to. Canada In 1990, They came {0 the 
Leedate asteet tn 1988 lived on the SW 132-4 
Wo fora few years and then bought land one mlle 
south of Leedale. 

“They had thtee sons, John, Zoley and Chester 
‘and two daughters Lynka and Margaret 

‘Paul passed away in October, 1804 aid Mrs 
Garnick now lives In Fimbey. 


GENGE, FRED 

‘ir. Genge, an Englishman, came from 
Britlsh Columbia fo the NW 1242-Win the car 
Iy 1020's. He had been a sallor daring W.W Land 
bore ascar on hs forekead, claiming tohave had 
2 bullet go through his head. He was retired and 
lived on his pension, 

Fred loved to play the banjo and sing. He 
spent many Christfsas’ with the Terlot fay 

He spent one Winter, about 1945, with the 
Westiakes and it Is believed he led that spring. 
He used to mention a family in British Columbia 
but they never came out here, 





GIESBRECHT, ABE AND MAE — by M. 
Glesbrecht, 

‘Abe was born at Rosthern, Saskatchewan and 
J. Mae (Fite) at Condor, Albert, 

‘We were marriea In 1814 and moved to our 
present location NW. 24:42 W5, the former 
Shipley place Inthe spring of 1985, We arrived 
hete from Bowden with five daughters, a dozen 
‘dale ponies and an empty wallet, 

“his district has been good {0 us as we have 
‘managed to keep the first five daughters fed and 
‘Rave rased two more daughters and three sons 

‘We took the contract of Mall Carrer for RR 4 
Rimbe¥ west, in the spring of 1057 ana are sil 
Going it. Tt has been extended over the Years 
from 39 miles of Tough, sometimes bogey clay 
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‘mud roads to 90 miles of pretty good gravel 
travel. "we think" helps to supplement or Sub 
Sidize'the arm and dairy enterprise we are 
engaged in 

“ihe older lve daughters all traded thelr 
horses for husbands, 

‘Dianna was married in 1965, lves on 9 farm 
at Hoadley and has two sons aid a daughter 

Joanne married Dwight Fraser of the 
Lockhart district in 1957. They are farming the 
old Fraser family farm and also have dalry 
tows. They have three sons. 

‘Donna married Ron Hansen in 1988. They 
live on the Hansen family farm west of Bentley 
and have a daughter and two sons 

Pat macried: Mel Matson in 1975 and they 
have a home in Leduc, He works a= an Ol Well 
Testing Teehntclan 

‘linda married Garry Peterson at Bentley in 
1b. They have the faally farm and hog enter 
prize there. ‘They have two sons and one 
‘aughter. 

TEarry Is endeavoring to farm in our loca ds 
trict and is supplementing hs ineome with & 
Selemograph Dring enterprise. 

‘Marte sat home completing his high school 
‘education, Hs alm in fe, quote “Anything but 
farming,” 

‘Kells going to high schoo and milking cows 
at home. He Ts intersested In playing football 

Darey isin Junlor High. She i interested In 
susie and baby siting. 

"Tracy Is in the last year of Elementary 
school. She is Interested in gardening and grow. 
ing strawberries as Dig 8: exes 














GILLESPIE, ROBERT A. 

"The R.A. (Bob) Gillespie's from New Brigden, 
“Alberta, rented the Brodersen farm, now owned 
‘by Tkacik Bros, in the spring of 198, 

"rhe family eonslsted of Bob and Lucy and thelr 
‘lent cldrea, Helen, Kay, Chuck, Alex, Andy 
Bl, Dick and’ Mary 

Kay attended gh school In Leedale and the 
fave boys attended publle schoo north of town 
Helen fad finished school and Mary had not yet 
Haried 

What became an annual event every August, 
was a birthday party, which alternated between 
Gillespie's and Belts to celebrate the bethdays 
‘of Chuck and Diek Gitlesple and Vernon Belt, All, 
‘three fll within a few days of each other 

‘While residing at Leedale, Bob was a regular 
contributor to the three day” Lacombe Horse 
Sale, held every year in March, He had brought a 
felrly large herd of horses wiih him from New 
Brigden and continued to do alot of farming With 
horses for several years 

“Tn 8H, Bob purchased land seven miles north 
West of imbey where two of his son's, Alex and 
BB st farm, 





GOODRIDGE, WILLIAM HENRY — by D. 
Mezlroy 

‘Wiillam Henry Goodridge was born in 
England and was a veteran of the First World 
‘War 184.1938 He came fo Canada and sometime 
uring the 1840's he bought the NE-25424-05. 

He didn't have much crop land on his farm 
bout farmed it all with horses, In May, 1847 hls 
Shack burned’ down” and ne fost ail of his 
belongings. He also lost some sced grain, chop, 
‘nda wagon in the fre. 

He ‘wasn't wlthout a, home long, for his 
neighbors came in and helped him bull another 
Ite house and in less than a week he moved Into 
his nev house 
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1m May 1852 hls badly mutilated body was 
found tn his barn by a neighbor. 1 was evident 
that he ha been keked many times by the tear 
hhe' as putting in the stable, He had) made 
hmselt comfortable In the spare stall, removed 
His shoes and passed away. 

He used to come to Our place often for a 
frienaty vist ora Sunday meal He was @ kind 
and friendly mean, very humorous at tlmes ahd & 
food nelghber. 


GRAY, GEORGE, 

‘Mr. and Mrs. George Gray retired to Leedale, 
‘rom west of Aurora, in 1952, They purchased the 
Hugh Lindsay acre and resided there Unt thelr 
death. Mr. Gray passed away Feb. 28, 1850 and 
‘Mrs. Gray in 1967: George was Janttor of the hall, 
{for shoft time betore his passing 


MASS, ELMER AND VIOLET. 

"Elmer Hass and his Wife the former Violet 
Becker moved 10 the Leedale. district trom 
Marwayne, Alberta and farmed the NE 15424 
‘WS for a few year 

"They tad four children, Marlene, Betty, Don 
na and Doug. 

‘When they lef this astrict they moved to Ex 
shaw where Elmer was employed, 

Violet became disablea with Multiple 
Sclerosis and during the 20 years she as 
aiflcted she spent elght years in the Richard 
































































Parsons Auxillary Hospital In Reed Deer. she 
passed away in the Bethany Auxiliary Hospital 
In Calgary, in July 19% at the age of 52 years. 

‘The family is al married and ives in Central 
atberta. Elmer Is now retired, 


HICKMAN, ©. H. 
ir. €.f: Hicksman homesteaded the SE 1042. 
‘Wh, faxing out an application for homestead 
‘April 22, 199, He lent the Valley before 1812 
"We are sorry no further Informatien could be 
found on thls person. 





HOLLINGSWORTH, GILBERT AND LORRAIN 
(Gitert Neat Hollingsworth was born on April 
1, 1804, the oldest son of Staniey-and Adaline 
Gabe) Hollingsworth. He attended. school at 
‘Avrora, Faraway and various other schools. 

Th i954 Gilbert married Lorrain Oliver 
Fricholt, oldest daughter of Evin and Faith 
Oliver of Lesievle 

“Gilbert and. Lorrain have five children 
Maurice, the oldest son was born July 7, 155 
Marlene, the frst daughter was born May 6, 
1851; Merlin was born March 1, 1868; Maureen 
‘was born Novernber 27, 1982 and Merletia was 
born December 2, 1963 

In 199 Clibert and Lorrain moved tothe old 
house’ on Stanley “Holliagsivorth’s place at 
‘Aurora, In 196 they moved north of Aurera, 
‘there they built a new home an the NE 42°. 
‘WS. in 198 they moved to the Leeda district, 
‘ne half mile west of the store, on the Fd Belt 
place, where they stil lve. 








HOUGAARD, PETER 
‘Twas bors sn Denmark January 20, 1905 and 
‘came to Canada in 1028 to Kelsey, Alberta, 
‘here worked on a farm for one year; eame 0 
Eiscot In 1990, working inthe sawmill fr one 
dollar 2 day. ‘Lots of work, not much to eat.” 
Tn the spring of 193, elght of us tole up 
homesteads, oly two of us staying. We broke up 
20 acres for re and the same for my neighbor. 1 
had a fairly big tractor, a Twin Clty, at that te, 
‘This homestead was located Tour and one-halt 


one aly Per, Raby, Caron ay 


rales from the town of Ellseott, I never dd farm 
the place, rented it out for 18 Years. In 1947, my 
trifle, Raby and I started {0 setle down on the 
homestead. We had a bunch of atte, 8 plgs, Dut 
fo water so we sold 10 Pail Lenanky. 

When we arived at Leedale and saw theriver 
we bought that quarter of land. We were there 
our sears then bought a quarter section three 
‘miles north of Rimbey. We have also lived four 
Inlles south of Ponoka andon an acreage south of 
Rmbey, which is now owned by Alfred Young. 
‘We presently live in Ponoka 

‘We have two children: Gordon and his wife, 
Linda (nee Walters), live at Ileana, and Judy, 
Mrs. Merle Sebry, of Ponoka. 


JACKMAN, CECIL AND MABEL — written by 
ile Hooper 
Twas inthe summer of 1994 that Mr. and 
‘Mes. Cecil Jackman and amily of four gins 
‘Thelma, Myrtle, Jean and Beralce arrived inthe 
edale district. 

“After a great deal of thought Dad gave up the 
land he was reating a Blaesle and fled on a 
homestead north of the Aurora school, ‘They 
Joaded all Welt belongings on wagons and slong 
writ tree otter families sald "Good Bye” tthe 
prairies. 

‘Teavas along weary tip but everyone seemed 
to sland it quite well For the kids It was lots of 
fin and exeitement, but I'm sure It was quite 
fitterent forthe folks. Dad never dd prove up oa 
{the nomestead bat inatead moved over north of 
Ledale so we girs could start schoo! that fall 

‘Dad worked on Tom Cumming’s threshing 
‘outfit that fall and. Mother ‘cooked for the 
fhreshers, I remember our good neighbors glv- 
Ing us vegetables from thelr gardens, That 
‘winter Dad cut posts and hauled them 10 
Leeda. 

“We attended chureh at the Leedale Schoo, 
Rey, Brewer was the pastor. 

“ne next summer we moved fo Olat Norem's 
place and went to Benjamin Schocl That fall 
Fhelma was stricken with pollo and spent alne 
months in the University Hospital in Edmonton 

in 1937 Dad. started working. for Scotty 
Houston In the Gimletalstict. We then went f0 
the Cimlet Sehool-and also attended church 
there. Rev. Baker was the pastor. 

“Tn 1999 Thelma married Melvin Chadbourne 
‘Tuey have lived in Edmonton for a number of 
Sears, ‘They have two Gaughters and’ seven 
irandenildven. 

“Tat same year Jean married Ted Evernden. 
They have lived in Vietorla for several Years. 
They have four sone, four daughters, and nine 
‘tandehllaren. 

‘Mile married Stuart Hooper of Didsbury in 
12942 They have lived on a farm there ever since, 
‘They have two sons, two daughters and six 
grandchildren 

‘Bernice married Elis Humphrey in 3851, To 
them were born three sons and one daughter. 

















They were living in Courtenay, B.C. when Elis 
passed away in 1876. Bernice now has two 
Brandchllaren 

Tn M0 Mr. and Mrs. Jackman moved to the 
Bingley District and trom there tought some in 
Rocky Mountain House, They sold thelr ome In 
Ist and moved to Didsbury where they have 
‘been ever since, 

‘rs, Jackman is now €2 and stil has a keen 
mind aad a good sense of tumor. She sutfered a 
Slroke six years ago and has been confined fo the 
‘Auxillary Hospital since then. She enjoys the oc 
‘casional outing with her family 

‘Mr Jackman is now 8B and tives by himself in 
aa sulte: He has his meals at the hospital with 
‘Mother. He still drives his own ear around town, 
He enjoys the od game of pol and spends much 
otis time visiting with old timers, 

They expect to celebrate their diamond wed 
‘ing aaniversery on May 1, 1078, 





JACKSON, JAMES AND BESSIE, 
Seieeawo 19m 

‘James Jackson Sr, was born in Toronto, On 
tarloin the year 188. li wile, the former Bessic 
Gardiner was born nt far from London, Ontario 
Inthe year IST 

Shotly after thelr marriage they moved to 
Fosston, Minnesota, where. their’ daughte’ 
Margaret was born oa November 28, 1508 end 
Son, James Jr. on May 30, 190 

‘ars and Mrs Jackson ied for homestead the 
Sie L2-405 fo miles north of Wittenberg, now 
Leedale, in 1908 and came to Canada trem the 
United States on Apr 6, 1007 

“They lived on the homiestead for many years, 
where they bulla log house and other bullngs 
‘They experienced many hard limes as ploneers 
aia, 

Following Mr. Jackson's death the farm was 
sold to Osea and Bertha Brown Sn 893, Jimmy, 
‘Maggte and brs, Jackson then moved tos Land 
‘whlch was the NB 1323.5, He also owned the 
NEot 2 

Maggie married ‘Tom Kelly and lved in 
Lacombe, She still resides there in the Park 
Motel, 

‘Timmy and his wife Zelma, formerly of 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, sold the land To Jack 
Critekshank in 19%, after his mother passed 

‘This land is now owned by Mrs. Lambertus 
and the old homestead Is owned by MHP: and Mrs. 
‘nt Fraga, 











JACORS, MR, AND MRS, HJ. —by Mrs. Emily 
Prowse 

‘My grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Jacobs 
‘bought the Leedale Store eiter ia 1918 or 1815, 
froma ir. Bill Lee for whom Leedale was 
famed. This store was what they called "Hale 
‘Way House.” They were bul for travellers who 
needed a place to slay. There was a large store, 
‘warenouse, large Kitchen, dining room, and lv 








Ing. quarters on the main floor. The travellers 
ould always get a meal there — whether It be 
Breakfast, lunch, supper or midnight snack. My 
grandmother was always ready 1 prepare fod. 
Remember it was not like nove. There was no 
Felrigerator, deep freeze or propane stove. Tee 
was cut every winter and put in.an ice house to 
‘ore meat, Upstairs there was a lange dance 
floor, over the store, with several bedrooms on 
the side. There the weary travellers could get 8 
ood mlgh's rest 

There was a large barn or livery stable tor the 
traveler's buggy or wagon and hls horse or 
horses. Feed forthe hoses was slorays Teady in 
the barn and many nights there would be five to 
ten teams spendiag the night 


JACOBS, RALPH M. 

Treame to Alberta, Lacombe, 26th October, 
1903 when Twas 12 years old 

My slle, Sarah Sophia, came to the Stettler 
aisriet'in 1906, and in 1815 we were marriea 

Tmoved my family to Leedale ia May 191, to 
‘he Burley Belt homestead, on the Gimlet Creek, 
living there while I broke 30 acres on the NW 3 
SLLWS. I ‘worked for” MePherson Timber 
Lease, about 10 miles south-west of Leedale, the 
Winters of 182) to 1922 

‘In 1922, T bulla log house on NW 33. My 
neighbors were: Chintn one-half mile east. He 
had 2 sale In Tune 1921 and returned to France: 
ReDurand had the SE} and Harley Belt the SW 





‘Mall came from Eekville untll May 1, 193, 
when I was changed io Rmbey. I took the con 
tract from May 1, 1825 ll May 1, 1927, "Got 
‘Web footed getting over them roads 

‘Werleft the Leedale — Rmbey area the fall of 
1827, moving to Carbon, “Was glad to get my feet 
fut ofthe mud and gel back to acow country." 

"From Carbon, we went fo Rowley i182, then 
fon to Rumsey, Scotleld, nally retiring to Red 
Deer in 395 































We have four sons; Ver of Edmonton, Melvin 

of Joffre, Frank of Edmonton, Larry’ of Red 

Deen, three daughters; Myrtle of Rumsey, Doris 

of Huxley and. Meiva of Blackialds; 27 

Brandehlldren and 18 great grandchildren. 
‘Sarah Sophia Jacobs passed away September 

17,1815 at Red Deer, at the age of 16 years. 
yas te years old Februaty 13, 19t1 


JAGGARD, GEORGE, 

‘George Jaugard homesteaded the SW 34-14 
vwo in the eany 1900 He was a bechelor who 
Toa Sen te work wh te Bri Army: Ha 
Ing spent 20 years with the army he had many 
tales Tote dda hs farming tna earn of 
Mules anda horse. le served ta WW 1 after 
Which fe moved fo British Columbia, 


JOHNSON, ROBERT (BOBBY) 
"Bobby Jonson had the contract deliver the 
‘mall to Leeda trom Rmbey trom 1890 to 1942, 
The mall came three days a week, Tuesday 
and Saturday he drove the route which Was 55 
miles long and on Thursday he drove alrectly 12 
eedale a 13 mile trip. 












ste Ml Cae 190-0. ody oon sang hie 
of ety Rn ange Pu Wa eh 
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He got 22¢ a mile, He wanted 25: a mile when 
his contract expired but was underbld, Mrs, 1 
IN Lindsay was past mistress atthe time, 

He also hauled grocery orders and bread to 
tne. Leedale Store besides making. the odd 
felivery on the roUte. He pleked up radio 
Batteries “and Took them to Rimbey to be 
Fecharged, He had a litle box bul ust fae right 
ze {0 hold the batteries s0 they wouldn't up 

He also had many passengers elther coming 
or going as the pleture Inlestes. During the 12 
Years Bobby hauled the mall he had many 
dltlerent ways to travel. This particular team 
Was named Pasty and Mona and made th trip 











many times, He had an 016197 Model Tn 1982, 
is Chev, one ton and atthe last he made the 
Foute sith a Mineapolls Moline tractor. His 
{eam swam the river on more tan one occasion. 
‘There was only once that he flled fo deliver the 
‘ail fo Leedale. He was bringing the mall out on 
ft Thursday and the river was flooding south of 
Fumbey af Macleans and ising. He swam the 
{eam seross the river and then decided Ne shold 
fo back, so he Left his outfit at Maclean's and 
{lok one horse, the Iocked bag, and swam back 
fcross the river, Hie took many chances during 
fhe spring floods in spring and the howling blz, 
ands in winter, bat the mall always came 
through, 

In 1812 Bob joined the Royal Canadian Air 
force bat due to health reasons he worked In the 
post oftice in Calgary, Since the contract had aot 
Set expired his brother, Herb., delivered the 
nal 10 finish up fhe year. 

‘Bob was weil llked by everyone, was really 
Jolly and accommodating. He passed away In 
1853 after a lengthy ness. 












WILLIAM HENRY JORDAN 
Wiliam Henry Jordan lived on the SP. 3542- 

45, oF ihe Nels Cumberland homestead. He 

‘vas born In Ontario and for years worked In the | 

log booms. He had been hurt many times. He 

fame to Swallwell, Alberta In 1919 and lived in 

the Leedale area from about 198 01902, He then 

returned to Swallwell, suffered a stroke while 

‘hopping Wood and passed away at the age of Td 








KLEPADLO MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH 

‘Mr. and Mrs. ce Klepadio an thelr family of 
six children came tothe astret living frst on 
the NW o-424 WS and then moving to NE. 1042-4 
WS in 10, 

‘The eidren attended the Leedale Schoo! and 
although the family only lived there for three oF 
four years they made many flends, were good 
felgibors and were very hard workers 

“There were five boys and one gel in the fam 
ly, Stanley and hs wite Helen were married Oc: 


eine amy - I Sundng: Sai, tay, 


‘ber 20,1945 and with the exception of spending 
1 two year period in Taronto and Windsor, On- 
fario they have lived in Edmonton. They have no 
fami. 

‘When World War IK broke out, Harry Joined 
tne army and left to serve hs King and county 
He was wounded in selion an as a reelt lost his 
leg. On his return fo active lite he worked for the 
Coro Jewelry Factory in Toronto, He married 
there and he and his wite Joan had two ehilaren, 
‘Their son Wayne and wife Bonnie Jean have 
daughter and he works for Toronto Hydro Com: 
any. Their daughter Lynn is working as. a 
Tnodel. Harry passed away in a tragie ear acct 
‘dent four years ago. Joan stl lives in Toronto, 

‘Pals; now Mts: Petrie also lives in Torente 
They have five children. Ske also hay three 
children from a previous marriage allot whom 
4re married and live in Edmonton: with families 
of thelr own, 

‘Ted and his wife Marion live in Rosebud, 
Michigan. They bad five boys and one gin. They 
lost a boy inn Industral aceldent. Larry the 
dest ofthe family is married and has one cll, 

Ed and his wie na ive in Jasper Place. They 
have two boys and two girs, Ed bas his oa 
business known as Crown Welding and has newt 
shop north of the Winterburn corner. 

“Johnny’the youngest of the family alsolvesin 
‘Toronto with his wile Iris, They have a boy and a 
ain 

Irs, Klepadio passed away in 1944. or. 
Klepadio (foe) wholls hale and hearty a he age 
‘of years lives In Edmonton at $2058, and, 
Still drives hls own ear 








LA BELLE, ERNEST 

‘Mg. and Mrs, Ernest LaBelle homestesded 
the SE I6425-W5, presently. owned by John 
Makotia, tn the early 1900, They then moved 10 
a raw CPR quarter, SE 42-445, one alle 
test of Leedale in 1918. Ernest had lost an arm 
While working on the allroad at Letibeidge 
Drlor to coming fo this country. ‘They had one 
€hllg, Eralstine. They moved fram the district in 
the late 1a 









ERNIE AND HELEN LAPEARE 

Mr, and Mrs, Lapeare came to Rimbey from 
Frontier, Saskaichewan In the 1900's, They were 
Griving a Model T-and got stuck ta the muddy 
oad by Forshee, Alberta. (Happy day! 1 was 
the first muddy foad they had seen for several 
years) 

They settled on the NW 2342-.W5th where 
they lived for several years, They had three 
ehilaren: Babe’ who ‘married Harold Ross in 
Nova Scotia; Richard who married Sally Dea 
co of Toronto, Ontario, tihey nave three 
fhndren): Dwight and wife Donna. also lve 
‘Toronto, Ontario and have one child; Harry 
married Barbara Dahms of Rimbey and have 
feo children 

“Helen and Erale sold thelr farm and lett for 
Ccreston, B.C. and later 10 Ontario but moved 
‘ack to Alberta in the early 2010's, 

"Brnle was a perfectionist in all things. He was 
a former ‘tala i Saskatchewan), wath and 
falscellaneous repairer, mechantc, carpenter, 
iolinist, wood cutter and spltter, farmer and 
{inder ef feed — allthis fo earn the ving — 
Femarkable maa? Ernie dled in 197 tn Ponoka, 
‘where Helen sill ves, 


LEE, FRANK 

‘Prank Lee was born in Shropshire, England, 
May'24, 189, his wie, Mabel (Everts) Loe was 
bora in Grand Fark, South Dakota, November 
26, 189, They both immigrated to Alberta with 
ier parents around 800, Prank tothe Gilby als 
tot, ‘and Mabel to the Leedale district, whlch 
‘was’ called Wittenburg at that time, Mfabel's 
parents ana store at Wittenburg until 1810 hen 
they sola It to Frank and his mother, Later 
Frank’ brother, Bil ran It At that time Witten 
Dung was changed to Leeda. 

‘Frank aad Matel were married May 27,21, 
at Bentley, Alta. They lettin 1912 to go to the 
United Siates and lived there for a tow years. 








‘They then moved to the Drumheller district unt 
{806 waen they returned to Leedale and bought 
the William Gardner homestead. In 1951 they 
$0 out and moved fo Rimbey, residing there us 
Ui thelr passing. Frank passed away In 
September, 1888, and Mabel passed away In 
Maren, 1988 

"Phere were seven children born to this 
marriage. Earnest of Pendryl, John, Lavina and 
Florence, of Wetaskiwin, Rosetta, of Buck Lake, 
land Frances, of Airdrie. Lillian died at birth and 
is buried in the Leedale Cemetery 


HISTORY OF THE WILLIAM HENRY LEE, 
FAMILY — by his daughier, Eaith M. Price 

‘William Lee wit bis mother, Mir. John 
Lee and brother frank arrived in Witenburg 
ot, ‘and purchased the local stare, whlch was 
previously owned by James Everts. The slore 
‘Was enlarged and Mis. Lee ook in boarders and 
Served meals ~ the tp floor of the stare sorved 
as the local dance hall. 

‘After te First World War broke out, Wiliam 
Lee Joined the sith Battalion, Arilery Division 
In Calgary in 1815, In 1817 he went overseas, and 
‘was wounded in France, He returned to Witlen 
‘burg in 1808, ana continued to run the store. Then 
the name of Wittenburg was changed to Leedale 
Ibis honour, Bil Lee ran the Pos Ottce ust 
round 1995, sell-out to Hugh Lindsay 

“Around 1925 Bill Lee bought a farm just north 
of Leedale, and on January 25th, 1928 married 
Margaret MeN. A daughter, Ealth May, was 
Born inthe farm house an Sepiember 2, 1825, 
land the delivery was attended by Dr. vers, who 
fame out from Fmbey, and Mrs. Sarah Lush 
feted as nurse 

‘They continued farming through the 1830's 
raising sheep, catle and. poultry — prodct 
prices were so low in those days — can 
Femember them taking a twelve dozen crate of 
fggs to Rimbey — got 860 for them, which 
‘Bought a chiles straw hat at Rolston's store 

‘Me, and Ms. Lee were active in community 
and church affairs, Mr. Lee helped bull he 




















Leedale Hall in 1827 and was seeretary ofthe hall, 
‘oard for several years. He Was also the notary 
Dublte i the coramuniy, and looked after the 
business of the Leedale cemetery, besides help 
Ing with ‘elections, ete. Margaret Lee was 


member of the Leedale Women’s Insitute for 
Many years, and also the Ladies Ald, which was 
‘Connected with the United Church 
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Their daughter Fath started school at 
‘Leodale Publ Schoo! in 1885, Mr. Art Hembray 
‘was the teacher at that Lime. After grade seven, 
She went To the high school, whieh was held In 
Bil Lee's old store bullding’Im the vilage of 
Leedale 

In ly of 1948 Bill and Margaret Lee held an 
‘auction on (heir farm, and moved to Victoria, 
Bic. They oughta home at 3881 Blenklasop 
Road tn Victoria. On Maren ith, 194 Bil Lee 
led suddenly of a heart attack. Margaret Lee 
fnd her daughter, Edith continued to ive inthe 
‘home and Mrs, Lee rede there ul er death 
on September 18, 1s 

Her daughier married John Price of Salt 
Spring Island on February 16, 1958 "They nave 
tree daughters, Patricia bors (n 157, who now 
resides in Calgary. Teresa born I 1860 and Irene 
born in 106i, who are stil ving at home located 
at 1660 North Dalry’ Road, Victoria, Bris 
Couumbla, 


LINDSAY, HUGH 
Hugh Lindsay was born May 11, 2882 at 
syvallicn, County of Argyle, Seotland, Came to 













Enderby, B.C. in 1910 then to Leedate in the 
Spring of 1918 He enllsted in the army’ in 1810, 
went everseas in 117 and returned lo Leedale 
Sune 1918 

He and Loretta, Nugent were married on 
February 8, 195. They lived on the farm unl 

mt when they bought the Leedale store trom 
Rissell MeClain, 

"They had two children; Ellzabeth Ann (Bess) 
bora December 13, 1828 and John Charles born 
‘ily 20, 18. John passing away In February 
1, 








Hugh joined the army in the Second World 
War, July 2, 1941 and was discharged 
September 1946 

He Was postinaster at Leedae trom Apel 
192i to July Hl, Loretta was in charge of 186 

rm 1941 unt she and Hugh moved 

‘February 1852 
‘Bese attended Garbutts Business College tn 
Calgary in September 143, then was engaged as 
1 Telephone Operator with Alberta Government 
Telephones tn April 1945 and wil be retiring In 
‘April MS with 33 years service, The last si 
‘Years have been spent inthe Telephone Office 
Red Deer, having transferred here as the Chiet 
Operator in October, 1871, She was married 0 
Ethvard Skjonsberg July 21,1876 and they make 
thelr home in Red Deer 



































LUSH, MR. AND MRS. HUBERT. 

DMs. Lush was born October 8, 1872 and came 
to Canada from Des Moines, Towa, In 912 Mr 
land Mrs, Lush were married ana moved to the 
SW 2249.51W5, Later ey moved tothe SW 11-42 
2 Wo. one mile north of Leedale living there 
Several years. Mr. Lush passed away in 158, 
Ms. Lush passed ‘away in the Auxllary 
Hospital, Rimbey, May 8, 1851 





MANNIX, RUSSEL LEE AND CARROL, 
MARINE. 

1, (Lee) was born September 6, 1997 in 
imnbey and lived in the Aurore alstict on the 
SE 225N5, untl the spring of 1912 when T 
‘moved with my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Ma 
ns, fo Sylvan Lake, We moved to Syivan Lake so 
ts kids woulda’t have so far to wall to schoal.T 
took alt my schooling in Sylvan. 

In 191 my dad, brother Dale, and myseit 
came back fo the farm at Aurora. After tnished 
Schoo! in 1955, 1 helped Dad withthe farm and 
ota wth Several Sesmograph ding co 

es, covering most of Alberta and part of the 
Rorthwest Terstories, 

‘We did cur having with Borses, — cutting 
raking and stacking. We used a bucking pole (0 
Slack at frst, then got modern and used: an 
‘overshot stacker and sweep. 

in 106), Dad and I sold the farm to Lawrence 
May’ and went to work for Dr Spiers, blood 
{esting cows, Rodney Tolonen and I tested cows 
from Eckville south fo Caroline, north toRimbey 
lands far west as there vere atte tobe done, 

‘On May 1s, 1962 married Carrol Bll of the 
Leedale district 

Carrol Maxine, “after thought” of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harley Belt, was born In felmbey”on 
December 24,1999 and has ilved most of her ite 
Inthe Leedaie area. She took her schooling at 
Leedate, Cimlet and Rimbey, attending Gilet 
{9 T9501 end Rimbey in 95055. Getting fo and 
‘fom school was dificult at times. Most springs 
it was a real ordeal for those living west of the 
Medicine River. The river would flood over the 
Toad and atone place the river Was cose tothe 
Dingle Creek they would run together, causing 
fast water, making i lffieut for a saddle pony 
{o stay on is feet, Many times during the fod 
Hime the ehllaren had to go west then north over 
the brldge at Pete Fraser's then east and south 
to get fo school, making tt four or five miles 
further, Winters were bad also, for the roads 
‘Were seldom snow plowed unill he drifts were so, 
‘deep the horses couldn't get through. One winter, 
About 1890 the snow was so deep that when the 
Toad was’ cleared. with erailer tractors the 
Children ridig horses back iled to See over the 
‘Snow banks by standing up on thelr horses, and 
‘oul ft was 30 high 

“The big event of the day was after school, to 
ace to Mr. Myer"s store for ave ent chocolate 
Dar or Fone was very rich that day a 13 cen! bot 
te of pop. The horses beeame so well tained YOu 











‘ended up at the store even on days when you 
‘dat inten to 

‘After completing her schooling, Carrol 
worked for Alger "Ageneles in mbey until 
marrying in 3982 

‘We (ook up farming on the Sherman or Gitin 
quarter, raling cows, plgs, horses and "kids" 
Jn 1963 Wve formed  partaership, Belt Mannix, 
with Vernon Bell and moved to the Belt farm, 
Yeedale Valley Raneh. We farm the land by 
oder technigue, with a lt of "days gone by 
‘come winter when the catle are fed thelr hay 
Sand straw from a selgh pulled by a team of 
horses, An anna event oceurs Christmas ight, 
‘hen the Mannix and Teactk Bros, families ge 
together for ahold fashioned hay ride and carol 
festival 

‘We have four children: Vernita, attending 
Red Deer College; Dallas in High Sehool, Wade 
{i Junior High and’ Carrie In Elementary at 
Rimber. 











HAROLD AND GRACE. MASON, SE 23424.W5 

We came to the Leegale disttet in June of 
184) from Eemonton, alberta 

‘We bought the Delp! piace. 

here was a lot of Brushing to be done and 
Buster Adams etme In with his big "Cat" to 60 
some for ts, 

‘One spring when Dan Myers Jr. was hauling 
cream, the roads were so bad past our place that 
heused four head of horses anda tractor to pull 
hay tack to carry the eream Into Rimbey 

‘bon Kilpatriek built our house the first 
summer we were there 

Harold and Osear Brown thought it would bea 
good ides to have a curling rink in Leedale, 0 
{hey talked (0 the ‘elghbors and ‘helped to 
longanize'a work crew fo bulla i 


Harley Belt donated the land to put it on and 
the following veinter they were curling! 

‘We ad lots of fun, Tremember onetime when 
fa Donsplel was on, "(twas 40 below zero but 
everyone stil turned out 

Tema, our eldest daughter, went fo schoo! at 
Midland, The tts winter It was scold and so 
fnuch snow that we boarded her a alle and Joe 
Lester's: She married Ea Cross and they lve in 
Famoaton. They have three daughters, all 
‘married and seven grandchildren, 

Helen also went fo Midland, lafer to Leedale 
‘and finally fo Rimbey afer the Bus took the Kids 
to Rimbey. Ste {s married to Raymond Durand 
from Leedale. They have five cldren and own 
the seo Service Station in Rime. 

“Judy was born in Rimbey and attended school 
tn Midland, ‘Leedale and Rimbey too. She 
married Ron Roltsen from Lesllevile. Tey n0¥ 
live in Oyama, B.C. and have four cildren, 

“Harold and 1 moved into Fmbey In 197 
Harold passed away January 7, 1877 





OWEN JOUN AND DORIS BELLE MCELROY 
= writen by D. McElroy, 

Sig HELWS NOW. WR4W.5; SB. 22-024 
We 


‘We may not need an introduction to most of 
you but just for these records I wil give afew In 
Froduetary facts. 

was born four rile south of Rimbey on my 
Grandfather Coverdale's farm and came to the 
Leedale district with my parents Paul and Marie 
Person, at the age of four years. My two sisters 
were Dorotha, nine, and Lila, two years, It Was 
Ihe spring of 1827 

‘My. hsband, Owen, or better known to 
‘everyone as Junior, was born in Hulsborough, 
North Dakota in 191 and eame to Canada wth 
his parents, Owen and Buelah MeFlray nd 
brother, Wazren in 1927, They farmed east of 
Red Deer a few years before they moved [0 
LCeedate in the spring of 1968. Ellen, Robert and 
Richard had then arrived to complete the far 

“Junior helped his dad with the farming and 
threshing uth nthe Tal. He also worked at 
Benson's mill, drove truck for Vernen Archer, 
fand hauled lumber from Varty's and. Jones! 
fils: In 194 he worked for Dan Myers, driving 
{he cream route, and Baling groceries for the 

‘One fall he drove a team and wagon tn 
threshing time, pitching bundles all day fox 8.00 
day. He has always enjoyed hunting and bas 
Tarely missed going Big Game hunting in the 
fal 

(Doris) received all my education at the 
Leedale senoo! and. attended Leedale High 
‘Schoo! in 8989, We rode to senool unless I was 
too cold and then the parents took turns driving 
tisin a seigh or cutter Ia Novernber 18991 went 
Yo work at tte Leedale General Store where Mt: 
find. Mrs, Myers had ¢ thriving business. 
‘ecelved $10.00 a month, board and room to start 



























and after Thad worked a year 1 got a raise to $50 
day. Twas hired to cleFk but also helped Mrs, 
Myers inthe restaurant and done the chores if 
{he men were busy. They handled alot of umber 
In exehange for grocers forthe many savnlis 
Whleh were operating west of Faraway. There 
‘were no stone hours so the trucks would stop 
Anytime of the day or might. 

‘Atler Junior joined the Royal Canadian Air 
fore, we were married and in the two and one 
half years he was inthe service hewas stationed 
at Pearee, Alberta: Fort St. Jonn, B.C 
Greenwood, Nova Scotia and Peatield’ Ridge, 
New Brunswick. Our eldest- daughter, Helen 
Alberts, was born Inthe spring of 844 ana twas 
in that same Year that we purchased the SW 13 
‘trom Tim ‘Thomson and we have lived here 

“Junior ras honorably discharged in January, 
194, Our fest home was a two room log House, 
‘The fears were bare and I used wood snd coal 
ook stove. We had no running water, indoor 
plumbing or electricity. We carried te wood and 
Water tn-and the ashes ou. The coal oll amps, 
after they were trimmed and filled, served Us 
‘Well The house was no mansion, but it was cozy 
‘and.warm and Aeld many happy memories, 

‘Weboth worked hard to cleat the land and get 
st into production, and with Junior's ably to do 
his own ‘mechanical work, the welding and 
epalrs, it saved a Tot of time and mone’. 

"We had alot of rain in the spring of 4, Roads 
whieh had no gravel were seas of mud, deep 
Holes and ruts. Oa June 26th, misfortune struck 
hen Junior was pulling a nelghbor out ota mud 
Hole with his 1590 tractor. It reared up over 
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backwards, pinning him underneath and break: 
Ing his leg” After a six week stay inthe Bentley 
Hospital Re was able fo come home. 

T happened to be the day thatthe neighbors 
had organized a bee to put up our sixty acres of 
hay, Altogetter 17 men were responsible for 
operating’ the nine mowers, three rakes and 
Several tractors, sweeps and slackers. We were 
So nappy with a job well done, and It proved a 
eal spin of nelghboriness. 

“The leg was stl giving problems so Junior 
went fo Fémonton in January, 1947 for therapy 
Sind an operation. After a five month stay he Was 
able to come nome in May. Our dads pu the erop 
in that spring 

‘Times were hard but when looking back 
trough our records we were amured.at the 
prices. You could buy coffee for 4% a pound 
gs 30¢ a dozen; bread 10¢ a loaf, land Ibe 
ound: coal oll 30¢-a gallon: five pounds 
racaron! 45¢; corn 18¢ a can Dotter 43e a 
pounds 25 pounds ehick starter $1.13: 4 pounds 
Hour $1.45" Gas was $8.39 for a a8 gallon drum, 

We sold bundies for 7e each; straw for $1.00 8 
toad; Barley was &5¢ per bushel; Oats 65% per 
bushels we pala $900 for a good mile cow, bur 
Ariverslcense was $1.00 and adie license $2.00. 

1n 1946 we bought the N.W. 14 — from John 
Beck for 38.00.00, BY this time we bad 8 fest 
TILE cows, plgs and chickens so we were prety 
Well selrsupporting 

Our second daughter, Barbara Elaine, was 
‘porn in August O48; With Junior working én the 
threshing rg It was qute an intersting fal try 
Ing (0 do chores with a wee baby” 

‘in 1880 Junlor bought a three ton truck and dd 
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custom hating, cate, coal, grain, lumber, et, 
‘That winter he worked awnlleat Faraharn's mi 
dana got enough lumber to bulld anew house, 
‘With: Mr. Loyek as carpenter, we got It started 
the next suramer and wae able to move tao Iti 
February before our son, Joha eobert was born 
in March 1932 

The McElroy family had a reunion in May 
1985 and mother McElroy passed away in 
September afer a lengthy ines, 

in 1086 we bought the SW. 28 from Al Sle 
Ing andthe SE. 24 — trom Clift Parkins in 1858 

‘Our second son Gary Owen arrived in May, 
1958, 

‘Wie took our fist hollday n the summer 1860 
We made a trip (0 Callforala to vist Junior's 
ster, Ellen 

1h Maren, 1961 my father, Paul Plerson, sul 
fered a stroke and passed away. My mother In 
her Sith Year and very well, Ives In Re. 

Tfarked for Macleods Store in Rimbey for 
‘about five years, both in the Hardware and Fur 
niture store. 

Helen aitended the Midland and Leedale 
sehools before they were closed andthe children 
bussed to Rimbey, Barbara, John and Gary took 
fll Grades 1fo in Rimsbey and the cildren all 
{graduated Helen took a secretarial course at 
MeTavish Business. College in Pamonton and 
then worked at the Rimbey Gas Plant. in 1905, 
she married Gerald Adams and they have a Wee 
Gaughter, Asa Dawn, one and one-half Years 
‘id, and a new ton Aaron Seot bora in Aug. Ba 
‘bara also took a secretarial course at Key tn red 
Deer and worked In Bank of Montreal, Emon: 

‘She married Edward Munday tn 1968 and 
havea five Year old son, Todd Edward and two 
{and one naif year old daughter, Tania Flaine 
They live in Hed Deer where Fd ls a partner in 
fn instrument and electrical service company 
Barbara works pavt time In a lawyers office 
John took'a two Year Instrumentation Course ai 
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the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology and 
le‘working at Fort St.John, British Columba. 
Gary Is presently working fr Stestorm Drlling 
InOntario and plans to go to College tn the fal. 

STunior’s father, Owen L- McElroy passed 
away in Tanuary 1973 at the age ofS! years 

East spring ive sold a alt section to Dolman 
Bros. and we are now planning to take 1 bit 

“Time has passed quickly and progress has 
brought many changes. We have been richly 
blessed ith health family and very fortunate 
to have so many fine trlends and neighbars 


PETER MULLBACK 

‘Peter Mulloack came from Sweden to Boston, 
Mass. US.A. when a young lad; fhe met and 
married Hilma Hien who fad also emigrated 
from Sweden shorly after. Two children 00, 
Richard, and a daughter, Martha, were born 10 
{hem while residing there-In 1812 they stopped in 
Edmonton on thelr way to a homestead at Buck 
Lake, where another aaugnter, Pera, was born 
‘ter’ making the Fegulred improverrents on the 
fhomestead, they maved to Rimbey and then 
Bentey, afhere’ their last. cblld, Chester was 
Dom. in 199 they moved to @ farm located two 
land’ half miles north west of Leedale, where 
they engaged in mixed farming 

‘ue fo the lack of conveniently located high 
school, the Mulloacks moved toa daly farm Just 
three rales south of Eamoaton In 1908 

‘Beter passed away in 190 after a lengthy bout 
‘with pneumonia which culminated tna blood 
{ot lta passed away in 18%, fa her S8ra year. 

"ine sons and daughters all mafried and are 
living inthe Edmonton area. Marthe was 
‘Widowed In 1986 








DANIEL JOHN MYERS FAMILY 

‘ie, Dan Jokn Myers was born July 31, 188 
‘irs. Mary (Dolly) Myers was born November 9, 
187 Both were born In Kansas, U.S.A. 

“They were married October 12,197, andllved 
in the State of Kansas for several years, where 
thelr frst three girls, Stella, Margaret, and 
Beatrice, were born’ Then they moved to 
Saskatehewan while the gis were very young, 
‘They lived or homesteaded on a farm about three 
falles trom the Montana Border and 13 alles 
from a small town ealled Fromter: While there 
they had a son, Daniel John Myers Jr., and (Wo 
firs, Leona and Bertha 

Dr. Myers farmed ond ralsed horses, The 
19g0's were hard years, and in 1906 the weather 
Was so hot there wasn't gong to be any crops and 
the grass was burned to crisp, so there was no 
feed for all the horees we had, whieh was around 
‘Bead, Many farmers were beginning to give up 
nd. move to. Alberta, Me. and Mrs. Ayers 
fReaded out fo look for a place to buy where we 
ould move. Within about tour days they were In 
fhe Leedale area looking for friends who had tft 
Stkatchewan, they stopped atthe tle country 














store to ask if they knew where they lived. Frank 
‘Tarvanaln was the owner and sald he wanted #0 
sell the store and the quarter of land it was oa, 
After talking awhile, he asked It Mr. Myers 
‘would be interested in trading hs horses forthe 

Dad sald, “Well, st had always been his 
cream to go into business." 

‘Mr, Tarrabain came back to Saskatchewan 
with them and they made the dea, so everything 
exept some furniture and personal things was 
fold and the Horses were shipped to Lacombe, 
Aita,‘to be sold. The three oldest girs. were 
‘ared, 80 there was Just Dan 18, Leona 16, and 
Bertha 14 Leona ana (Bertha) rode inthe back 
of the truck all the way to Leedale. When we 
frrived at Leedale, there was only the Post Of 
fice run by Hugh Lindsay and the store and Com 
muy Hall. This was August 14, 195, When we 
arrived, we were golng to sleep upstlrs above 
the store Tt was a mess, as there Were hides of 
Unimais these, anyway we straightened abit and 
made the beds. We ald got get mueh step that 
ght as the bed bugs decided to have a feed 
Early the next mornng the mattresses had tobe 
‘burned. Cleaning was the order of the day. Mr. 
Myers was downstairs while mother ‘handed 
‘Leona and’ me pall of Wye water and_serub 
‘rush, We were dotn on out kxeos serubbing the 
floor when all ofa sudden Leona upset the Ive 
‘Water'and tran through the elling of the store 

‘My dad yelled out, "What the heck is gong on 
up there!" 

‘We looked around the corer ofthe stairs, and 
there stood a bald headed man rubbing hls heed 
land groaning. Needless to say, we girls thought 
Was‘ big joke. But my’ dad was very angry atu, 
Sind embarrassed as twas Me irs customer and 
fot avery happy one. His name was Mr. 
Hayward 

Dad's business began to grow, and people 
Drought butter, cate, pigs, eges, fence poss, 
Band lumber to irade and buy groceries. We also 
had a large trade wilh the Indians for a few 
years, They brought in animai skins and leather- 
Seaded jackets, moceasins, gloves and mitts of 
all sizes, whieh we bought and sold mainly tothe 
‘men sho worked a thems wien were 25 miles 
from us. Not many people had ears at that time 
0 they were glad to have a country General 
‘Store: Mother had decided to tart restaurant 
tthe back ofthe store and we sold meals for 25, 
ents, and had beds over inthe howe and 
‘chard 85 cents a night. Dad started a cream. 
oule, and we had Kept two or three horse, #01 
‘sed foiteh up the buggy, and gout and gather 
Up the eream from all the close In customers 
‘hile‘dad took the truek and went out to the 
‘Aurora area. We took orders for groceries and 
{heir cream, and then delivered the empty cans 
dnd groceries the next day. The fest winter It 
tras £0 cold the thermometer broke at 60 below 
We all worked very hard and had a good business 
find many friends, ‘The store was open seven 
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days a week for many years. Mr. Myers was 
Foad councillor for several years, and had the 
ore int he became to ll fo runt I was sla 
fortis son, Dan Myers Jr. In 2984 

Mr. and Mrs. Myers celebrated thele 50th 
weadng anniversary at the Leedale hall in 1957 

‘Dan Myers marfied Valeria Buck, nlece of 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Terry Challand of Leedaie. Bertha 
‘Myers married John Fraser of Lockhart, Dec. 3, 
18, and Leona married Ivan Adams of Rimbey 
Leona died ia 3982 

tr. and Mrs, Myers moved to Bentley, and 
bought a'home in Maren 1964, Mr. D.J-Alyers 
Sr, dled May B, 195 and Mrs, D. J. Myers died 
‘Thy 1 158, 

‘Rertha’s husband died Sep. 27, 1967, Beatrice 
(oyers) Skogen died May 8, 16 

"Those surviving are: Margaret of California; 

‘Dan of Edmonton; Bertha of 

Haney, B.C.; many grandchildren and great 
srandehilren, 

(Wrlten by Mrs, Bertha Kern, youngest of 
the Myers” Family.) 








MYERS, DANIEL JR, — Information from 
‘Tributaries of the Blinds 

Dan, born in Frontier, Saskatchewan, came 
to Leedale with hs parents in 1996 to help them 
‘operate the ste business they had purchased 
‘fom Frank Tarrabaia, 

LMyers's Store not only served the farmers of 
tne afea but supplied groceries fo the sawmills 
Several miles west of them, These orders were 
Usually filed et night after regular hours taking 
Severat hours to fil, Dan hauled groceries fom 
Edmonton unit 194i when he joined the Army 
He returned to Leedate in 194 to Join his wie, 
the former Valera Buck 

I 1019 they purchased the Dreltza place In 
te Lavesta sirit where they lived for three 
Years. They then moved to Wainwright where 
Valera died in 801, Dan worked several years in 
Calgary, Red Deer and Edmonton. He returned 






































































{o Leedale and ran the store for about one and 
tne half years prior to selling to Paul Borth in 
166 

"They had four children; Lorraine, Dianne, 
aye and Douglas 


[NE 9-42.15 — by John and Sylvia Walters 

‘The NE9 was homesteaded in 1807 by Mark 
Lampman, In 630 Hank Nelson bought this fen 
Sand Ris brother, Arvid, farmed the SW 16. Hank 
Tett for. California about 1918. In 1821 Jack 
‘Anchor had the farm 


Wiltses 

‘Garner Wiltse Bought the farm n 1823, 13825 
Lyn Wiltse purchased the quarter trom hs 
brother, Garner. tn 1895 Lyn traded an old Mode! 
‘Tord for the house owned by Mrs. LaLone, The 
house was a lath and plaster house, and ras = 
very fine house indeed. In eatly spring. 
February of March the house was moved. 
Grover Simpkins and Charles Wise sawed the 
Rouse In we pleces and raised It up. Tea Pimm, 
Dewey Simmons, Lyn Wiltse and his two young 
Dovs, Ed and Charles, helped with the moving. It 
tras put on skids with one skid on a seigh, They 
{sed four mules and 12 horses to move te house 
Iftook two days to move one-half ofthe house the 
six mile cross country route. ‘They crossed the 
Swamp and Glmlet Creek. When tiey stopped to 
Fest the horses and mules, the skids would freeze 
Inthe snow. Ed and Charles would have to loosen 
the skids 30 thatthe horses could advance once 
‘more. Finally the house reached ts final 
Sestination. The following summer the house 
‘ras put on a cement foundation. Charles and £3 
‘Wile slip hauled gravel out of the Medicine 
River for the cement 

"To celebrate the moving of such afin house, 
‘a dance was held. Tals was ust the frst of many 
Happy oscasions the house was to know. 

ij Wiltse also began the log barn that was 
therefor many years, ils sons, Charles and Ea 
feut and skidded the logs from Mealeine Lake 
‘The lumber forthe Jlsts came from Lake Eig 
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teen. The carpenter who bull the barn was an 
fexpert. The logs were dove tailed and It Was 
‘rell built barn, The next owner, Palynlk, com 
Dleted the building of the barn. ‘This barn was 
{ised nti 164, when it was accidentally burned 
to the ground 

Tm the fali of 1928 Lyn Wiltse once again 
decided to move. He was abit ofa horse trader 
He traded farms with Polyalk' from. Shedd 
Oregon. They traded land, stock, and household 
ftfets aight unseen, Mrs, Wiltse often regretted 
Ieaving some of her dlses. 

‘Nineteen twenty-alne was the beginning of 
hard times. Dried out crops would be Iucky 10 
led 30 bushels fo the acre. Polya ented the 
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farm out to Manowich, Later he solait to Willam 
Sulake Peter Chibrt algo rented the farm for one 
year 

ewnes 


Tustan and Allce Jevne bought the farm trom 
\Wullam Sulak on Maret 8, 1948. When they frst 
tame to look at the farm, they had to wale 
rough the snow to get fo the bullings, A fellow 
Who was hauling fed told them, It would pot be a 
food place to purchase, as ine only thing that 
ould be grown was greeateed. However Tustan 
find Alle didnot tae his advice and found hat 
although there were lean times, lt Was a goed 
place fo raise their family. In 1947 the Jevne's 
Planted the shelterbelt that now beauties the 
Enrmstead, 

Tn 182 the Meacine River flooded. In order to 
croseit, Tustan pled umber inthe wagon, From 
{his precarious perch Allee neld onto her bables 
and watched the logs and debris float by. 

“The roads were noted for being impassable. 
(One instance was the occasion of Jenn and Mario 
‘Teacik’s wedding. As Judy was the lower grit 
tras imperative that they be on time. The Jevne 
amily lett at seven inthe morning and arrived in 
Licedate at noon in time for the wedding. As the 
five miles t Leedale were impassable, they nad 
fo travel all the way to Rimbey and then back on 
the Leedale road. Often the truck had tobe itt 
fon the man road and the family would elther 
ide the tractor or walk home. However poor 
Toads didn't Keep nelghbors from visting. In 
those days, The Jevae's were always noted for 
thelr wondertuRospitally 


Watters 

Henry Walters purchased the farm in 1955, 
Adler belog home te Butch and Sandra Walters 
{ses and ‘Tom and Elaine Walters in 1800 It 
became our first home in July’ of 1987. Once 
‘again the old house rang with cheery voles, The 
‘walls whispered thelr secrets. A house with at- 
ospnere, (had known sad and happy times. 
We enjoyed sharing our humble nome with 
{ends and relatives who came often 

‘Now the old house stands vacant ance again. 
‘wath the help of our Wonderful neighbors we 
rected a new home. although Leedale known 
‘asthe "Greenfeed Valley," may often be hort of 

















good crops, the people are its main asset, There 
always a helping hand to be found. Good 
Neighbors and genuine frendships prevall. We 
plan on raising our family nere.an hope that 
fice they Teave fo discover the worl, they wil 
ldways cherish the memories of growing up in 


the Leedale 





ey. 


NE ALLS 
8D. Citford 

SD, Clifford homestesded the NE 34 — 
building a log house anda frame barn about 1930 
DMr.ané Mrs Clifford had one gin, Mrs, 
Gevtinger. They remained here unl about i818 
Robert Lee (Dick or Gramp) Hollingsworth 

‘Dick Hollingsworth came to the valley, tothe 
Citta place, now owed by Vernon Belt, In the 
fall of 918 bringing ith him alange herd of eat 
te expecting to let ther rustle for thelt feed a 
{hey Had on the praleies trom whlch they came. 
‘The winter of 1818-820 proved to be one of the 
Tongest aad hardest of tis country’s history, 
Wilh the snow coming early and deep, and say 
Ing long after spring should nave core 

‘Despite th efforts of Me, Hollingsworth to get 
fee for his animals, he lst nearly allot his eat 
tie, He nauted hay fom east of Lacombe, 40 
pls mile tip one way, and south of Red Deer, 
Ji'mile felp one way, in his attempt to feed his 
Starving animals, The bones of the animals re 
‘main yet today, pled ina draw on the Bell farm, 











{usta reminder of some of the problems the ear 
{y'setters had in thi area, 

Diek wasn't the only one to loose cattle that 
winter, there were very few, If any, that were 
[ble tring their stock through. Many who 
thought they “haa It made" wen spring finaly 
id arrive lost thelr animals when they weat onto 
fgrass, for they had been starved 80 long the) 
ould’ stand the feed 

‘A more complete sory of the Hollingsworth 
cean be found elsewhere In ths book 


Wo. Wits 
WH. Wills ved on the Citford place the 
winter of 19202921, He moved. frort here {0 
Rimbey’ inthe spring of 1921 10 open a 
Photography stop. 
Harold Gee 
Harold Gee purchased the NE 34 trom S. D. 
Ccutford about 221. He had been a bank cleric in 
Calgary prior to moving here. He married Sirs 
‘Tyson, a'widow, and she had a daughter, Este, 
‘They had a son who died in infancy. They moved 
to Calgary about 129. 


OLSEN, JOHN G. AND B. OL 
‘otn’ and Oll Olsen came to Wittenburg from 
‘sine, Wash, in 1905 to homestead the W #1414 
WS, Their mother came with them and slaved 
Unit Jona married, then returned to 
‘Washington. olf passed away about 1910 











John, bor December 5, 184, at Recine, 
‘wash, married Hulda Jacobson, of Wittenburg. 
In 01d. They made thir nome on the farm, rls 
ing thet two daughters, Ellen and Thelria. In 
1882 they sold thelr farm fo Glen Challand and 
Inoved fo Edmonton. In 1944 they moved fo Van 
couver, B.C. where Ellen and Thelma stl 
reside, 

"This seipture, which was read at Mr. Oisen's 
funeral, describes him very well. 

‘devout man, and one that feared God with 

all his house, which gave much ams to the peo- 
ple, and pravved to God always.” (Acts 10:2) 








LLEEDALE NEWS ITEM Apel 0th, 1912 

Te takes Bert Parker to bring heme the big 
cones ~ last Saturday he caught an eleven pound 
fish measuring inirty-tive inches, in the 
‘Medicine River at Leeda. 

‘Mr. Parker was bora in Omaa, Michigan on 
‘August 2, 1818, He came fo Canada to Vulean 
{803 He worked inthe mines and lumber carps 
Tuck of his fe, He and hs wife Annie and three 
tlldren, Donald, Harold and Charlote lived In 
{eedale, He retired to Medicine Lake in about 






















1953 and went to live with Charlotte In Calgary in 
1968, He passed away on November 21, 1979 at 
the age of 9 Years. 


PAUL LYLE AND CLARA MARIE PIERSON 
C2799, Na, 1342.5) —by Clara M Pler- 

‘My husband and T were both born In the 
United States. 

Paul was born in Lake Gage, Indiana, 
January 28, 188 and came to Canada with his 
mother and stepfather, Homer and Ptta Reed in 
11s, They’ settled in the Lockhart Valley. 

Twas born in Stark, Kansas on November 14, 
1s “and “came to Canada with my parents, 
Alfred and Rosetta Helle Coverdale la 1803. Dad 
filed ona homestead north of fowa but we nover 
Lived oni, We ved ina ack on the. B,Plneo 
place, Dad then bought a Canadian Pacific 
Ratiway quarter four malls south of Rimbey or 
Kansas Ridge at that time. We moved there 
‘when the house was bull 

‘Paul and T were married in July, 1918, We 
{farmed north of town for e walle andi was there 
that our eldest Gaughter, Dorothea Mae, was 
horn in May, 1919. We later moved fo the old 
Coverdale home place where Doris Belle was, 
torn in Apel 1d and Lila Marie In Apri, 1925. 

‘We farmed there until the spring of 927 when. 














‘ye moved to the Leodale District. We bought a 
Canadian: Pactie Rallway quarter for S10 an 
‘sere with ten years to pay. Paul had bullt ate 
Shack and covered It with tar paper to ive infor 
ihe summer, so we had fo store most of our fur. 
nitare and other belongings in @ neighbor's barn 
Uni our house was bull A few days later the 
bam burned to the ground so we lost all our 
things, It was Heartbreaking’ but couldn't be 
helped. I'l never forget how bad te mosquitoes 
there that summer and how erampea we were In 
the little shack 

'We managed to get some breaking done that 
year ‘but. we steve anxious to get our house 
Harted, Paul hauled the lumber from Lacombe 
nd I helped with the earpentering. [could pound 
nails pretty good in those days, infact I won 
pall pounding contest when Tas Bt, against 
‘Tra Lddings In Rimbey. We didn't get the house 
fnished that fall but moved into tt before winter. 

‘We lived as many otter ploneerfariles ald, 
with no modern conveniences or power 
machinery. We had a few milk cows, ples and 
‘Chickens, so'we had our milk, eggs and butter 
‘nich meant lo 

‘Paul spent many a ot, sultry day driving the 
horses on the breaking plow, fighting torse fs 
‘and mosqultoes. We both worked hard, grubbing 
4nd pulling the big trees and plowing down the 
Small ones: The brush was al piled by hand and 
then burned as it was readied for the plow. Paul 
Walked many mites behind the harrows ving to 
level it betore te crop Was seeded and finally 
made a harrow earts0 he could ride 

‘remember well the wash days, long and 
tiresome, We hauled water from the neighbors or 
cceried It from the rain barre. It was heated on 
the cookstove in wash boilers. Thad an old hand 
operated washing machine but did. lot of ine 
‘ash In the fub with the wash board, After ey 
‘Were rinsed in blulng, starched and hung out (0 
tty, they were gathered in, sprinkled and ironed 
‘withthe old sad irons 

Tid most of my litle girs’ sewing, baked 
‘read, milked ‘cows and grew a big garden. T 
fanned alot of vegetables and the rest were 
Stored in the root cellar. When the wild berries 
‘were ready, we would pack a plenie lunch end 
{rive with team and wagon toa good berry patch 
find plek all-day. When we got home and the 
‘chores were done, We would st by the dlmly it 
Kerosene lamp and clean berries so they could be 
‘ceed come morning. 

Paul liked fo hunt and fis, Every fall ne went 
Big Game hunting and usually came home with 
the winter's supply of wld game. Teanned some 
In jars andthe rest hung outside where it stayed 
‘Hrozen. There were quite a few grouse, prarie 
chicken, squirrel and eabbit at that time. and 
‘en the meat supply divindied they made afine 
meal, 

“Times were really hard duving the depression 
years, Little was accomplished, as everyone 
Jenows Who experienced the hungry thirties. 








Everything was cheap In comparison to what It 
Is today but there wal no money to Duy wth 

‘Most of out groceries were got in exchange 
for fresh farm produce. T churned butter and got 
Tea pound and exgs were 12¢ per doven, but It 
all need to buy the essentials, 

aul finaly traded for a 1998 Chev car, We 
couldn't afford co runit very often, but we ald use 
{or special oceasions. 

1 1982 Paul was hauling lumber from Varty's 
ri with & four horse team and wagon, The 
Wagon overturned due to.a wash inthe road and 
he broke nis arm, He wasialdup for guitea wile 
write that. 

DDarotiea scalded ner leg when she was about 
44 years old. We finally got a S10 4 month 
Assistance from the Mnleipality {0 Div the 
tedication she needed a8 the Dactor said she 
ould stay ‘at home. Paul worked. the. next 
Stmmer with his team and frezno, moving dirt 
‘and builing road, ntl the debt Was pald vp. 

"Every spring ald papering and house clean 
ing. T did sevring and! knit many patrs of socks 
and mitts with the kitting machine. kn the 

could operste most of the farm machinery 
and in the fal {drove the horses on the bindet 
Sand cut the erop while Paul ia the stooking. T 
always Relped him stack the hay and greenteed 
‘undies. He worked on the thresing Fig in the 
fall, sometimes withthe team and rack and otter 
‘Years he helped run the separator 
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‘n 140 we filed on a homestead 20 miles west 
tn the Faraway District eos us 10nd we nad 
{o prove up oni. That i, break ten acres a year 
and spend two months a year on. very spring 
We would toad up enough supplies to do 
month and with a four horse team and wagon 
head forthe homestead. We broke 25 acres bullt 
sheck and stall bar and In 1943 1d 1 for 
Sst 

‘Our big outing for the year was the Leedale 
Colehraton. The whole community gathered at 
the hall grounds to play ball, horse she, run fot 
races ete. They had a booth and sold hot dogs, 



















































cotfee, pop, ice eream, ete. We would spend the 
day, go'home and do chotes and then ge back to 
the dance at night 

‘We realy enjoed the Christmas concert oo. 
Several famille would get together and with 
team and sleigh drive for miles to see the 
children perform. The drive in the cold, crisp alr, 
‘with sleigh bells ingling and the horse's feet 
Saueaklng in the cold will never be forgotten 

‘We hired a'man for the winter through the 
Government plan where the government pald $5 
‘2 month and we pald $5 a monih, board and 
oom: They helped gel firewood up, cu posts, cut 
Ice for the Ice house and helped with chores. 

‘Paul was a kind and friendly man, well Uked 
by everyone. He was a hall board member and a 
‘school ustee, He acted a8 Game Guardian and 
‘was license vendor for Years. 

Twas a member of the Leedale Women’s 
Insutite and took part In many money-making 
plays 

Dorothea attended the Symonds school before 
we moved and then the gris rode horseback to 
Sind one-half malles 10 Leedale school 


Jn 3019, we sold the farm to R. Stuart and 
bought an acreage at Lesllevitie. We Kind of 
Semiretired and took ita bit easier. In March 
1961 Paul sued stroke and passed away in 
Rocky Mountain House Hospital T rented the 
Tan fora whe and then sold he acreage in 1972 
find moved back to Rimbey 

“rhe gins are all iving quite close, Dorothea 
and Charles live at Leslieville Doris and Junior 
fn a farm that Joins the old farmstead, and Lila 
nd Steve live in Edmonton. 1 have It 
Erandeblldren and 18 great-grandchilaren. wilt 
Be Bt years old tals fal, do my own housework 
‘nd enjoy’ many social functions. Tkeep myselt 
Busy with crocheting and halting. 

We worked hard the years we lived at 
Leedale, but we Were Young and healthy, Thave 
many happy memories — with {amily and 
Enends wile we were there. 





JOHN AND MARY PLUMB —B. 4 22-42-45 

My husband, Jack, was born at Blackfalas 
andl, Mary Jane Graves, was bora at Lacombe 
‘We lived at the coast where our tive hildren 
Were born near Victoria, British Columbia. They 
le Bob, Pam, Beverly, Billy and Audrey andall 
‘macried now 

‘We moved to the farm west of Rlmbey after 
Jack's bratner, Tom passed away in 1098, We 
Spent the summers there and in the fall went 
Back to Victoria. The days we spent on the farm 
‘were the happiest days of our lives. 








‘Being born in the ety the ehldren were used 
teal the conveniences bul on our Leedale farm 
‘we ad no electricity, no radio, a'small cabin 
‘wits coal off lamps and outhouse, 

"The neighbor's children from Victoria came 
to visit and thought pumping water by hand was 
the greatest, wanted thelr dad to get a pump and 
take it home. 

‘A colple of teenagers who came to Leedale to 
visit tought was great uatil we had a big 
Yallstorm. In Victoria thunder and lightning iss 
‘are most people don't now what itis. The Days 
‘thought for sure the end had come and went back 
to Vitoria the next day 

Tn June 1982, we sold the farm to Elwood and 
Dorotity Young and my fusband, Jack, passed 
away that same year, 

Telieve the greatest inspiration came from 
tne people. The way the farmers got together to 
help each other. Everyone seemed To. kaow 
everyone and had a genuine eoncarn for each 
ther and thelr families. We found our neighbors 
Were s0 frlendly and helpful, We felt welcome 
and wanted from the start 

We learned first hand that an abundance of 
material things do not make happiness, but 
freedom and good people do. 


‘THOMAS HENRY PLUMB 

"Thomas Henry Plumb was born at Blacktalds 
on May ait, 1902. He lived in that area Until Ne 
fenisted inthe Royal Canadian Army in 1840, and 
Served during the war years, 





Ton Po ed i Tay 


1 2045 he purchased the SE 2242-4.W.5, and 
farmed there intl he passed away in February, 
1988, 

“Tom was a good nelghbor and was always 
willing to lend ¢ helping hand, 





PRICE, CLELAND 

‘Clelind Price Was born in Vermiton, Alta in 
March of 195, and moved with ns parent to he 
United States when he was an infant. tn 1319, 
‘hey moved te Golden, B.C. where they lived ua 
U'moving fo Alberta in 1935, 

Cleland Worked in the mines at Nordegg for 
‘many years and came fo the Leedaledisrit in 
185. He worked for Leo Benson inthe sae mill 
for a time, and then decided to go farming. He 
‘ought the SW 142-4-W trom Ms Hanna the 
SSW's trom Russell Stewart, andthe NE-15 from 
Floyd Brun. He raised alot ofealie and worked 
hard on the farm. He later sold the farm and 
rented rs Matson's land until hls death in 197, 

He had three sisters, Mrs. Ann Cost Mrs 
Jean Fabreau, and Mrs. May Relstad, all of 
Calgary 

‘Cle asa good neighbor and always willing to 
lend’ helping hand, 

pager 
‘ 





RANGEN, AUDREY EVERNDEN 

‘Audrey, daughter of Me. and Mrs, Howard 
Evernden, was bora Sept 15, 1016 

‘iy father, who decided far away pastures 
looked greener, went to Calforala in 12h, where 
he had a sister sd brothers, a 

In January, 1825 my mother and four of us 
children moved seven miles west of Leedale, 
‘where my mother kept house for Mr. Wisan Cox 

‘Mr. Cox was a well-to do man at that time, he 
had several quarters of land at Leedale and also 
inthe Bentley district, and he had a good-sized 
herd of cattle. My sister, Strouse, enjoyed riding 
horseback soa pony was bought for ner. She lost 
{his pony when it was kicked by another hotse 
and ad to be destroyed, so ancther was bought 
0 Strousle could round up the catle once fn 
While to see how many had been lost a coyotes, 
Wolves o rustlers, Those days te cattle roamed 
all he land that wasnt seeded to grain or hay 

‘There used tobe [usta tral called Varty ML 
Road west from Leedale 401 190-1 the farm. 
fers go! together with horses and setapers and 
butt road as far west as Aurora. In 190 the lt 
Wells began fo came in 80 the road tras bullt on 
West (oon the Bingley road. The road south 9 
esiteville had been widened ana graveled 

‘In 1928 my father returned for Strousie, Lois 
‘and me. He fook me to Edmonton, then sent me 
Gn to Galahad; Lols siaved wii out grand 
parents in Lacombe and Strousle returned t0 
California with father where she sll resides 

‘returned othe Leedalesrea in 228 with my 
sister and brother-inaw, Velma and’ Harold 
IMlsner, where I lived unt 2938 except for four 
winters 195-39 when T went to Didsbury Bible 
Schoo. 

‘in i941 1 married Me. Carl Rangen and we 
lived on his farm, elght niles north of Eekvile, 
Until st1. We have tree sons; Irving, Ross and 
Albert ana a foster daugiter Chery 

‘Afler Cael passed away Oct 9, 1972, [moved 
to Vancouver, B.C. where Istll reside 


JOSEPH CLEMENT RAUDERAUGH. 

Joseph Raudebaugh was bora tn the United 
States In 1883, He came fo Canada in 1911 and 
‘was a veteran ofthe First World War 19141918 

He came to the Rlmbey district in 19 and 
lived th Leedale with his wife and faraly om 
about 1040 on. They had elght enlldren, Leo, 
Elmer, Alvin, Robert, Irene, Edna, Peat! and 
Edit, 

"He passed away in 1961 atthe age of 78 years. 





‘THE REPAS FAMILY 

In 1924, Mr. Abel Repas left his home in 
Matronovak, Hungary, coming tothe coal nin 
Ing town of Taber, Alberta. He worked for three 
years there, then moved fo Heres, where his 
tite, Mary’ and three eldest chilaren, Helen, 
‘Vidor and Charile Joined him from the od cour 
toy, Two more sons were born here, Joe and Er. 
nie. 














‘Helen was married in 1992 to Joe Berze, who 
‘also worked in the mines, They have two Sons, 
doe rand Zoton, and ive Inthe Forse ds 

“fh 193 they lett the coal mines to begin farm. 
ing at Leeda, purchasing the SW2-42-45. Ho 
borougnt with him the newest car tothe district, 
189) Essex Super Six. With few roads and money 
scarce twas hot driven much and was eventual- 
Iy'soid. Travel was done with horses for many 
‘Years before he acquired another motor vehicle, 
farm truck 

‘There was lots of work to be done. The frst 
winter was spent cleaning the Seed grain by 
Ihand, the hildren helping when they got home 
‘rom senoo, Tt was slow, tedlous work and took 
all winter 

‘The language spoken at home was thelr 
native Hungarian, hough the enildren soon 
Tearned English’ and spoke this between 
themselves. Mrs. Repas spoke lie English, 
though was able to communicate to athers Who 
fame to visi, There were other Hungarian 
families in the district with whom she often 
visited, she was known a5 a kind warm hearted 
person by those who remember her. She passed 
way Tuly', 1963 at the age of 64 years 

“Tele young Som, Joe dled in 184 at th age of 
16, Thee Second daughter, Violet, was bora after 
coming, to the farm, She was the only one of the 
family to gan a high school education and went 
fn to twain as a Certified Nursing Alde 

The Repas eildren attended the one room 
Leedale School, walking a distance of three and 
Ohesalf miles, moraing and afternoon, Tf the 
‘iver was low enough they could wade I and go 
cross country, eutling one and one-half miles 
‘Som thelr wale 

‘The family milked afew Shorthorn cows until 
te mia 4's shipping cream to Bluffon via Mon; 
talbett's cream truck The truck alao brought 
heeded groceries onthe return route. ‘Trips tothe 
{oven of Rimbey, some 15 miles away were 
Seldom made. Mall eame to the post office at 
eedale and the general sore here provided the 
‘ecessities as well as machinery repalrs 

‘Ar the years Went on ME Repas acqulred 
‘more land, four quarters in all. He owned 3 
threshing, machine to harvest nls erops which 
‘were, barley, wheat, oats and some 1Ye. 

‘Neighbors helped with the harvesiing, heul 
ing butdles and had thelr own crops threshed in 
return, Fev wages were pad or reeelvea at that 
time. hiss, Repas old country cooking was auch 
lppreclated af meal ime The harvesting lasting 
neany two weeks at times 

Berries were usually plentiful, and many 
were picked and canned for winter. Blueberries, 
askafoons and. chokebervies from which they 
also made wines 

‘Vidor left home to join the army as the Second 
‘World War raged across Europe, He served with 
The. Princess Patricia, driving a truck with 
Supplies: Upon his return trom the War 2e 

















‘married Dorothy Golley and settled down to 
farm the SEATA2-4W5, which Was the former 
Herman Lowe place. They have four children 
fnd farmed unfll 1078 when they sold the land 
find moved to an acreage near Red Deer 

‘Charite left home at fe age ot 15, working at 
various obs im Alberta and Brilsh Columbia 
before returning fo farming. He married Marion 
(Owen, trom the Wilesden Green district and 
Sought the SW-8-424.W9 {rom Tom Loyd. They 
ave four children 

‘Emnle farmed with hls dad for a few years, 
then he married Myriie Lawson, from the 
‘Meagow Vale alsriet. He purchased tne NE 
“23, one of the quarfersinis dad owned, and they 
hake telr home there. They have ive ehllares. 
In-iWtt when the home place was sold, Erale 
purchased two more quarters, thus Keeping the 
Fina inthe Repas name. 

‘Violet married Elmer Solberg, also of the 
Leedale district. They are living int. Albert and 
have tive eben, 

Ms. Repas, atthe age of 82, Is presently 
residing in the Rimbey Auxflary Hospital, is 
health ind memory’ ave bath quite good for his, 
ate. 


Rostap, 

Mie. Rostad settled first on what now is, the 
Glesbrecnt place, then moved fo the NE 3-4-5 
We, building a house on the west side of the 
(quarter (across {ne fenee, eas, from where the 
Ezedate Hall now sets). Being avery wet quarter 
{was not broke up ust about 7948, by Dan 
Dyers, Shorly Before he sold It to Edgar Robi 





‘ir. Rostad also built the bars for Terry 
CChalland and aullbacks. 

"The Rostad children’ attended the Leedale 
Ssehoo! in 1916 oF 1917 

‘re, Terey (Lou) Challand ran a “Bargain 
store" whieh wae located on this land while Me 
Rostad owned 


ROvAN 

in December of 1857, George and Josephine 
Royan moved to Leedaie where Eawin, Gena 
land Carl were bors 

‘On returning home after the war, George 
went into partnership inthe blacksmith with his 
father viaw, Carl Aske, untll November, 1950, 
‘hen the Rovans moved into Rimbey 

“That same month Bob was born and two and 
onethaltsyears later Annamae Was born 

“George worked for the town of Rimbey until 
he was forced to resign due to poor health 

He passed away December, 198. 

Josephine Roya stil resides In Rimbey. 


RUTLEDGE, MR. AND MRS. FRED 

Mit and Mrs, Fred utiedge: moved to 
Leedaie In the 1840's. Mrs. Rutledge, Evelyn 
‘Ann, as born in England in 1896 and/came with 
her parents to Maniioba. In 182, she married 








Ered and moved to Alberta living at Turner 
Valley and Leedate 

‘ME. Rutledge had lost an arm and bad a hook 
wile ne eould uses well ss most men da thet 
hands 

They had seven children; Alfred, Rober, 
Fredrick, clltford, Elza, Clara and Evelyn 

‘Mr. Rutledge died In Novernber 1850 and Mrs. 
Ratledge at Turner Valley, May 21, 1956, 


SHIPLEY, ARTHUR W. CHAPMAN AND 

GLADYS i ~ Written Dy Gladys M. Shipley 
‘Arthur Chapman was born in England. He 

‘came to Canada and then returned fo England to 








serve his country in the first World War. He was 
‘gassed while on duty there 

Te returned after the war to Calgary, Alberta 
land worked ona job where, Gladys Shipley also 
‘wore 

‘We decided toleave the ity and buy a farm so 
purchased the NE 2-2-4 in 1906, It was nine 
{niles west of Rimbey. 

‘In he vears that followed we bullt a barn and 
ald forthe farm. 














I played the organ at the Mount View schoo! 
the your that Rew. Parr held ehuseh there. Then 
Rev. Don Litlefone and family picked me up to 
play the organ at Mount View and also Leedale 
United Churen, whenever the organist was not 
able tobe there. 

‘We spent If years on th farm and in 195 sol 
‘ou and moved back ta Calgary, and then 20 Vie 
{oria B.C. Mand Mrs. Abe Glesbreent now own 

Annu bought a small house on N. Pender 
Isand and lived there for several years nest his 
sister and nusbend. He passed avay in the vel's 
hospital im November, Be 

‘have been quite well, but recently had sur 
gery. Twas 4 on July 2, 1977 and ive in an apart 
feat in Vietora, B.C. 

T'ulsited Rimbey with Rev. and Mrs, Little 
fohns thls fall’ and enjoyed visiting. with old 
Enemas, 








SIELING, ALLAN 8.W, 25-02-45 

‘Allan vas born in Walkerton, Ontario and 
came west with his parentsin 9\8when he was 3 
‘ery young boy 

1p 1838 he came trom hls home In Alsask, 
Saskatchewan to the Rimbey district He worked 
on the farm for such people as Jack Beatty, 
Wirea Marehiidon, and Bil Mickey. In 1984 Be 
went to the Leedale district and’ worked (oF 
Tarmers, such as Harold Mason, Oscar Brown, 
Glens Challand, and J. Meziroy 

He later acquired some land of his own in the 
Leedale istrict and farmed there’ uatl 195, 
While there he had bachelor neighbors that he 








‘chummed with, Thelr names were Tom Plumb 
And Clo Price, 29 people sed to say: "Here 
‘comes Celling Price on Plums! 

"hilan was'a very hard working man and a 
great lover of horses. They were always given 
Eiebest of care and ne was very preud and kina 

{185 Allan had enough of farming and sold 
his farm to 0. J. McElroy. He went Back to his 
Home town of Aisask where he got Job at the 
tow Alrase and made tthe eau aces 
toiday. He. planted. and looked alter ap 
Droxtmately 10,000 trees ofall Kinds, as well as 
Eeping the grounds at the Air Base like a sow 
place. tis labors dla not go unrecognized 
Ronen Insorat he age at, ne rote om 
the alr Base, A large party was given In nis 
Honour, He was presented with gold scrolled 
plague signed by’ Plerre Eilot Trudeau, Prime 
Minleter ef Canada. 
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SIMPKINS, MRS. GROVER (MARGARET) — 
‘by Margaret Simpkins 

“Veame to Canada tn 1906, asa child, with my 
parents, Mrs, and Mrs. BIN Gardiner. My father 
Bnd uncle, Tom Gardiner, came the year before 
‘and built litle sod foot shack and plowed up & 
Small garden patch. We carne up by train, known 
ar a setler's car, which was flea with cattle, 
forses and mactinery. We got to the town of 
Lacombe on June 6, 1906. ft rained all that 
‘Summet and our lite shack leaked every thme't 
Falned. The next year my father broke 40 acres 
Ot Land which we put into wheat. 1 froze inthe 
Dlossom s0 father cut it for feed. Those early 
‘years it froze every month of the year, but we 
lived good. We had all the wild meat we needed 
and all the rivers and lakes were fal of fish 
Father was a good hunter and trapper. Every it 
fe pond was full of rat, they were a fod price. 
On pur way" 10 school one morning we sa¥ 
Several ym up a tree when my father came 
land shot. As the years went by ihe country 
‘hanged for the better. 

Ttavas in 190 when Timet my husband, Grover 
te algo heard ofthe fee land up In Canada and 
he came from Helena, Montana in 199. We lived 
ft Leedale unl 1953, hen again we heard of the 
Besce River country, the lend of milk ana honey, 
‘which proved tobe so true. We liked the country 
‘an the people 

‘Wren we lived at Leedate, remember hauling 
oats to Bekville for four cents a bushel in 1936. 

‘We had four ebllaren when we set ut for the 
ence country and we wished we had come 20 
Years belore. The worst drawback to this coun 
toy then was noone had water wells and It was a 
long haul from the Smoky #ver. 1 remember 
melling snow for 8 head of cate 

"Men World War If came whlch took many of 
ur boys and the country was left short handed. 
{alo claimed the lives of our two boys, Fley 
land Mickel, ut that isthe way lifes, sme 00d, 
Some bad, 

‘My husband passed away tn 1958 after a short 
tuness, Tnow make ray Bore with my two oy, 
Willard and Ben. Our daughter lives in Eamon’ 
{on and son, Alvin and family lve in Rea Deer. 
‘We have had a good life in this Peace country, I 
ave hag my good health, Whatmore euld ose 
‘wish for? 











SORENSON, PETER AND ELIZABETH 
‘Andrew’ Peter Sorenson was born In 
Haarsteuy Denmark In i872 and came to 
Nebraska U.S.A. n 1896, His wife Elizabeth was 
bom in Essex, England in 1886 and. came to 
Calgary, Alberta at the age of 18 years, They 
were married in 1911 and lved In the United 
‘States unt 1825 when they moved to Bassano. 
Tn 1804 they came tothe Rlmbey dstret and 
bought the SE 2742-69 trom Bing Engebretson 
Inthe Mount View district. Bing had bought the 
{Warfer because af the Mount View school ste 





"he school had been moved 10 a new location, 
ne mile west and a haf mile north. 

‘Mf. and Mrs. Sorenson ‘had one daughter 
seueen Marie and a son Fredrich Don Pannell 
(oy former marriage) who lived in Seattle 
Washington 

Dr. Sorenson kept busy withthe farm work 
is wife was an ardent gardener and 
homemaker 

Tn 194 They sod the farm and retired After a 
short stay in Ttlmbey, they” weat to British 
otuimbla and then Back fo Calgary. Mr. Sore: 
Son passed away on January 19,988. the ae of 
at years 

‘Ailer her husband's death Mrs. Sorenson 
moved back to mbey to make her home and 
passed away in the FurmbeyAusllary Hospital 
bn August 7, 1961, at the age of 7 years. 


STEWART, RUSSEL AND VERONA — by T. 
Hanne 

"They came by covered wagon trom Bracken, 
Saskatchewan to Alix, Alberta inthe 80's 
Where they farmed for a shart time. They had 











two children then, Valerie and Gordon (Bunky). 
“They then moved to the Leedale district SE 
152-4, sold there and purchased the NW of 
Bnd later the NE of tore moving fo Red 
Thelr family then was three girls and two 
hoya, Valerie married Bob Boos of Cieichen, 
they’ had'a git and a bey. Valete passed away & 
few years ago. Gordon married Gelaine Olsen of 
Beniey and hey have three boys. Caroline (born 
Bt All) married Joe Larson af Prinee George 
B.C. They have tire boys and one gir. Dennis 
(Danny’ married Pat Daan of Keke and they 
have one boy. ‘Terry married Skip Peterson of 
ihambra. They have two girls and a boy. 
Besides farming Russel was a truck driver 
Atteriving at Red Deer for some years they sod 
gut and bought a acreage at Racky Mountain 





Fussel passed away in 1872 — results of @ 
truce accident. Verona now lives on an acreage 
at Alhambra, 


SW 5-414 WS 
DEE FINCH, a bachelor, settled on a. raw 
Canadian Pacitc ‘Rallway quarter, SW 25 —~ 
before 1810. He sold and’ moved to Bentley about 
HIB. He married Mrs, Falls at Bentley 
‘MB. AND MRS. JACK SHERMAN purchased 
‘the SW35— about 119 and lived there until hey 
‘moved to Brtlah Columbia abou 1938. They Bad 
fo children, Mr Sherman was a: Veteran of 
‘World War i. Mrs Emma Sherman, a sister of 
Bll Lee's, was very active in community work. 
‘While here Bl Lee bull the barn, which Is st 
standing, for them, 














Harley Belt rented the land unl twas sold to 
MR. AND MRS, OLIVER GRIFFIN in about 
M2, Olver and Peari had one son, Richard, who 
resides In Edmonton, Mr- and Ms, Grifin were 
Active in community affairs. Pear! played the 
Plano for many Christtras concerts and other 
Functions held a the hall liver loved to ct at 
{he ical rink. Maay’will remember Aim slapping 
hs knee, saying, “"T get‘a bang out ofthat. 

Many ‘winter evenings were. spent playing 
cards, games, having a sing song oF lust Visiting 
in the off and later, new house 

‘Oliver passed away in Ontario July 12,1953 and 
Peat in British Coltmbia in September 1970 

‘in 1962 the land was purehasea by MIR. AND 
MES. LEE MANNIX, Who fesided there Until 
1865 and sil own the land 





‘THOMSON, MR. AND MRS. JAMES 8. 

“mn Thomson was born in Scotland and came 
to Canaaa with his brother, Willam fn 1825, He 
‘worked at Didsbury and other places before he 
ought a CPR. quarter at Leedale It as the 
SWi2-4 5, 

in 1908 he married Dorothea Pierson and In 
October 1869 Lyle James was born. In February 
HSMT he had a chance to go to Pincher Creek to 
un a. garage so. they sold thelr stock. and 
‘machinery 10-0. B. More and moved, but in 














December 1941 they returned to the farm. tn 
Pebruary 1982 a second son, John Leslle, was 
bora. A year passed and they moved 10 
Cellevilie fo operate a garage there. 

“Tey sold the farm (oO. McElroy ia May 1944 
and it vas in Maren that Year that Allan Wayne 
frrived, In October 1947 Willam Paul was born 

In 04 they decided to move to Leedale where 
they bullt'a ew Rome and a garage. Here Jim 
Sold gas and did al kinds of meckaaleal work 
and welding, 





nd Se. Jn. TB wo, Le, Joh, Aan 


13852 the garage was sold to E, Masuch and 
sim went (0 work on aa ol ig 
Lyle lives in Calgary, and has two boys and 
two ais, 
"hn lives in Edmonton, and has two boys. 
Als hat accepted Join Libya and has 
‘Bll ives in Red Deer and has two boys. 


JOHNNY AND VALENT TKACIK 

Mohan and Valent and thelr families are lly 
{ng on the old Bl Broderson place N.W, 2-2-4 
Wigat Leedale, which they purchased in 147, The 
house, bull fa. 3903 sas once the Wittenburg. 
Sore, post ottce and dance hall. eis stil stand: 
ing ahd has become a landmark for many of the 
burly’ settlers who come back to vist, We nave 
Spent many enjoyable afternoons reilving. the 
iistory of Wittenburg with them. In 1869 We Im: 
ported ‘our first simmental Helfer’ from 





Switzerland and we named our place 
Dung Simmental Ranch 

‘Before setiing in Leedale, Johnny and Valent 
worked for many diferent farmers during the 
Summer. inthe winters they worked atthe sa. 
mills: Lawton Brothers, -MeTighes, Jonny 
‘Tones, Ciarence Badie and Earl Gray were some 
ills they worked at 

‘Valent was in the armed forces trom 1944 
1a Johnny hailed cream for D. 3. Myers for a 
hhumber of years. He also made many trips 10 
Calgary with eatile and brought groceries back 
for the sore. 

Johany and Marle Ervin were married in 
1958, They have four children, Beverley — work 
ing in Edmonton after completing. an executive 
Secretarial course at NAL, Paty, Mavis and 
Gary at home. 

‘Yaient matried Orva Olson in 1987 and they 
have four children. Valerie —— taking ladies 
hailing ‘at NLT. in. Edmonton, Gwen, 
‘Bradley, and Kristine at home. 


{JOSEPH AND ELIZABETH TKACIK 

"in 1928 Joseph Tkactk immigrated to Canada 
from Senglar, Czechoslovakia, He. worked 
round Eekville with the Johnson Bros. and Leo 

alos, ie started morking for Mr. Bil Broder. 
an in 890 af the home place and at Lockhart for 
Si5a month plus room and board, At this me 15 
people lived there, Joe often told of the time he 
‘as hauling hay trom Lockhart to Leedale and 
Upset the load 39 times due othe deep snow and 
tit, 

“Another story that was told about Joe was hls 
last driving experience. Joe drove Elizabeth and 
Mrs. Withers to a plone at Gimt, The trp was 
Uneventful on the Way down. On the way home 
the two lates did bit of backseat driving whieh 
Upset Joe, Consequenty he drove through the 
te without opening It To my knowledge this 
fas the last time Joe drove & ca. 

‘Mrs. ‘Tkacik, Elizabeth, Agnes and_ Valent 
arrived atthe ome place a Leedae in March of 
‘a8, Valen's second day in Canada proved dis 
dastrous when he became enthused about {he 
Horses and had his thumb smashea between the 
fend of the wagon tongue and. a post. Mrs. 
‘Jonnsmanstfebed the thumb up for Rim. TL was 
“iieut for Aire, Teaelk as ste 1d not under 
Stand English, but belng @ very good cook and 
Seamstress managed very wel 

Ms, 0, B, Moore hired Joo in 3957 and untt 
12300 the family lived In Benjarain, Andrews and 
Mountain View districts, The tigillght of tls 
five year period was July 20,198 when Frank 
‘and Johny arrived fom Czechoslovakia. The 
family was once again united. Thelr joy was 
dimmed’ lite the second day when a terrible 
hailstorm struck the istic. 

‘in HO they bought a place south of Gimlet 
and seited info heir own home on the quarter 
NW Sal-.W8, Valent, Lz, and Agnes attended 
the Gimiet school. The Broderson place NW 22 
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44, was rented by Joe in 945, Valent and John. 
ny bought tin 1847 

Joe a Ellzabeth tived on this place ntl 1956 
when they retired Red Deer. The welcome mat 
twas always out and many people enjoyed their 
Hospitality. They were bot avid gardeners and 
ad beauiitul flowers. ‘Two. of Elisabeth's 
brothers visite Canada, John in 985 and Carlin 
188, 

“The last mass celebrated In the Catholle 
Chureh at Leedale was Joe and Elzabeth's 
Golden Wedding Anniversary where they 
fFonewed their wedding vows. ‘This was eld 
September 2n4, 1868. 


a ih any, yh Ap Sh a 


Joe and Ellzabeth Tkacik had 7 children 
Frank living at Leedale; Johnny living. at 
Leedale; Valent living ai Leedale; Mrs. 
Ellzabeth Willams et Taber; Mrs. Agnes Sataik 
at SL. Paul, Minnesota; Airs, Sophie Jenson at 
Stoux Falls, South Dakota: Airs. Mary’ Naslund 
at Edmonton; 28 grandchildren and 2 great 
iandehildren 

Bilzabeth passed away January 14, 1972; Joe 
passed away June 10, 1813 

The hospitality extended by Joe and 
lzabeth and the regard they had Yor thelr 
friends. and neighbours will never be 
ergot, 








varry’s 

Herb and Bull Varty (brothers) moved from 
Kitseoty, Aa. 10 the Faraway dlstiet: and 
started up their sawmill in 192, 

‘Hero's wite Sana and three children, Jimmi, 
‘lice and Bert Joined them in 1922, a8 dd another 
irother, James and wife, Mae, 

“In 1928, Herb, Edna and family moved to 
Leedale where Herb ran a lumber Yard. The 
limber was sawed at Faraveay. then hauled, by 
true, 10 Leedale to be sold. They also hated 
fale, grain, and other farm produce for the 














farmers in the area. Their business included sel: 
Ing gas trom thelr pump atthe lumber yard, 

‘ih 1935 they aid Custom saving for adferent 
people; Hayward's, Hohn’, Becker’, Draper's 
Laye's, White's and in the spring of i896 sawed 
formany on the Medicine River: Later that year 
‘he mill was moved back fo Faraway 

ecb and Bana returned to Faraway, closing 
the lumber yardin 1940, remalning there all helt 
lives, Herb passed away in 1851, Edna, October 
1,192 

‘They Ned 11 children, namely: Jimmie, of 
Faraway, Alice, of Chauvin, Bert, of Winlaw, 
B.C, Dorothy, of Hussar, Alva, of Calgary, 
of Rocky Mountain House, Barl and. ab, of 
Faraway, Shirley, of Leslevilie, Don, of Vaux 
hall, and Jeannine, of Elkwater. 











WASHBURN, M. I, AND JOHN H. 

ML. Washburn homesteaded the SW 1242-4 
WS faking out an appieation for homestead July 
3, 1s 

‘John H, Washburn took out an application for 
homestead on the NW i on April Sb, 1908 Both 
these are. now referred to as the’ Frowd ot 
Cumberland places 

‘Wastibura ‘children attended the Leedale 
‘School tn 1907. Both tamiiles left the valley 
Defore 1812 

‘We are sorry no other Information is available 
on these families, 


WASHKEVICH, KONON AND ELIZABETH 

‘Mr. Konon Washkevich came to canada tn 
1928 from the province af Grodno whieh was un 
Ger Polish rule then, His family’ lived In the 
‘ualcipallty of Kobrin and the nearest vilage 
‘as Laskowo, The natlonallty of the people was 
falled Byelorussian. After working at various 
laboring Jobs for several years, Mr. Washkevich 
ame to Rimbey by way of -P-R.trelght train it 
the early spring of 1984. A friend, Sam Zalchuck, 
Hived-on the SE-1542-4.5. (The land was later 
‘owned by Russel Stewart and then by" miner 
from Nordeug.) Later until about 1964, the land, 
‘Was owned by Cleland Price. When Mr. Zatenuck 
{tied fo sll this and in 1895, ne was not able to 
obtain $50. tor the quarter section 

‘Mr, Washkevieh and a riend, Steve Zaetz, 
started walking 10 the Zalehuck place. ‘They 
Were golng by way of the ‘Midland Road” and 
When they’ came by Mir. Lyle Visger’s place he 
Was in the process of building a log barn. atthe 
time Visgers lived one-half mile east and three 
Illes north of Leedale. They followed that Foad 
Straight. West across the swamp to where 
‘Zatehuek’s lived, Ms, Washkevieh lived at Sam's 
{or three weeks whlie making arrangements to 
purchase the NW:1542-4.5, which fs one male 
vest and one mile north of Sim's, This land was 
Ist owned by Bob Fox, then Joe Miklas and then 
Joe Klepadlo. trom whom Mr. Washlevien 
bought I:"The oad came trom the south, turned 
‘west past Sams place, (the same Toute It stl 




















takes), and ended atthe place Ms. Washeveh 
‘hose, From there fo the sorts te oad was ely 
Ara, Thee wan no bridge over he smal eee 
that crossed tne rat sos order tobe abe fog 
{othe road, which ‘now runs stragit west of 
mbes. Mr, Wasnkevieh Bu the fst bridge 
{hat erased the creek inte suramer of 290 fa 
trder bulla the bridge e obtained sro heb 
Beams that were eft oer from a tdge ha tas 
Dull over the Medein River wes fete Sim 
Lihoes now ives. (At hat time frank Pex 
aed fe Lake ple) res these betes 

ir Washievteh then aid poplar logs and ts 
was the ‘bridge’ és 

fa"soon as Mr. Washkevich obtained the 
property, hearted bullding on 1 ih the 
Fiuleings were of ops, te house was tenon, 
Bedroom and pantry Rada roofofstabsandeach 
time tt rained tree deer inside thant had 
teen ouside! There was alse a smal og bart 
fa cleten house. There wet «Rand Gag well 
‘ante property. which Mr Washeevch at ug 
deeper tora depth of 40 tects He changed the 
‘rater-draving mechanism tos crane and pal on 
the end oa rope, which served vnlla pump Was 
instaled abowt 12 years later. 

The Uist spring Me Washevich purchased 
two horses trom his. Bowman who lived on tHe 
present George Patterson place; and one from 
Ee Rimbey. who lived where te. Fimbey 
Transport ow located: He purchased 3 sty 
plow from Joe Klepadi whe then lived on he 
Present Armstrong. place, That spring Mr 
‘Wesbteveh attended farm sale neat Gly and 
oughta cow and cal for 250: a horse for $0 
andva set of harrows A io-run disc dol was 
ought later. To sath He erp a dll Was 
ortowed rem Wiliam Polanuk, we then ved 
where John Walters now liven After Polanuks 
let there, te land was owned fora shor ne by 
bee nanied Slik a brent inlay of Mi 
Soret) Te Shoriko family owned the pres 
ent Armatong land for many "years Aer 
Poianukaoid'his ana, was bough by Mr 
‘Tinten Jevne ana family and then the Watters 
family 

TM Washkevich planted wheat, osts and 
bariey onthe 40 sete tat was toed cltvated 
land. ‘The crops grew very well ba rests came 
arly and often, snd many times the erops ended 
‘Sp as fst cate feed. A binger was Worrowed 
‘ome: Polar fo ct the ist cop ard fom 
‘rake 2aets the second year There was @ 
{arty named Guth, who lived where Burns 
‘patrick now lives, and’a binder was bought 
{rom them for $0. 

Wen the men arrived at Sam's place, Steve 
acta stayed only a couple aye, thea retuined 9 
Bowden snd arue ack wititn a shrine with 
Steve's brother bge, hs wife Sofia (who Was 
Mrs. Washkevieh® sister) and thelr two 
Aughters, Mary and Annie. Py all moved into 
{he Rouse ih Ses Washievie and then worked 
on thelr house on the presen! Homan lace, 














‘moving there about a month later. Phat summer 
the men ail spent many hours clearing bush and 
Dreaking land with horses. 

"in October of 193, Rérs, Washkevich and son, 
Michael areived at thelr new home ix Canada. At 
the time Mike was nine years ol When she was 
Shown al the land that made upa quarter section 
ot an, twas very nard for Mir, Wasbievieh to 
believe’ that they could possibly own all that 
property! Back in the homeland the parcels of 
ind had been alvded up into very smal Tos. 

"Each winter Mr. Washkevich spent any spare 
‘minutes Brushing land by hand. The first land 
breaking he die wih horses and a ome furrow 
Plow. He did about ten acres this way, The next 
plece of breaking was done by some of the Ben: 
fon family sta cost of tour dollars per acre, then 
in later years by Ar Bl Ainsworth ho lived 
with the Harley Belt family and used a tractor 
That was owned by Mr- 0. B. Moore. Mr. Moore 
‘was well known throughout ihe ares for helping 
many people obtain credit, Land, machinery, 
Sock of any’ other transactions necessary. 

"The Mount View sehool was located to the 
north atthe Washkevien farm about three miles 
4nd also a schoot was located near Leedale on 
te acreage presently owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Ealwin Solberg. Mike attended sehool at Leedale 
And his fist teacher was Mr. John Hambry. TO 
{et to school, most ofthe ehiidren walked, but 8 
few rode horses or had a buggy to ride in and 
rove a horse (irone could be found that would 
covoper 

Th September, 1995 a daughter, Mary, was 
born. Mrs. Washevich's sister,” Mrs.” Zack 
fttended as mid-rite but Dr.John Byers, a wel: 
known practitioner in the Rimbey and Ponoka 
areas, who was then practising in mbey, had 
{o'be called, At that ime felephones were not 
‘Common, so Mr, Washkevich went to Polanul’s 
place and he nad an old eat with whieh he drove 
Sis, Wasnevich to Leeda where Mrs, Lindsay, 
‘who then ran the post office, hada telephone. Dr 
Byers then came by eat, He practised ia Rimbey 
Unt going Into the services in Worla War TL 

‘Future births, Nena, In November 1957, and 
eter In January, 1840; were attended by Mrs 
Zactz only. Nadia was bora in the hospital i 
Rimbey (presently auxiliary Hospital) withthe 
doctor in charge then belng Dr. Beugas, For 
Guite a good many Years There was no denis in 
Rimbes 

"The first land payment was to be cash 
including all back taxes). Payment of $150 
Went to Joe Milas to cover payment owed by 
Joe Klepadio anda $0, commission to Kiepadl. 
"The frst payment to the CPR. was S160. (one 
alg er ze after that, each pavment was 
‘one-third of the érop as payments, aking about 
flght or fen years to pay for the land. During 
these years and’on ito the Depression years 
there was aot money to pay taxes with, <0 The 
‘men worked for the municipality (which was the 
{orm of government then) at Toad bullding and 

















brushing of road allowances, The councillor at 
fhe time was Mr. Hayward, (father of BOD 
Hayware) 

Tn about 2836 of $7, tlve cows were obtained 
from Mr, Jack Beaty, who was ahardsvarestore 
fowner In Rimbey. biz. Bealty was very £00) 
‘Sbout giving much needed ered to elp the peo 
ple and there were many people who oblalned 
Battle to start a herd inthis way. The method of 
Fepayment was that for each cow received, You 
had fo ralse a steer upto the age of two and! one- 
half years and fatten it for him. "There Was Mo 
‘define time period set for thls, ust an agree 
tent that this would be a8 soon as possible. 

‘Daring the depression years many products 
were in short Supply so rationing was put into 
Practise. Major items involved were gas, coffee, 
fea, sugar, and nylons whieh. were rattoned 
Decade bre was seo mae parachutes 

Avteam and wagon was the only mode of 
travel for many years, There was a all, store 
land post office in Leedale and there were cc 
fasignal. dances held there and at the school 
fouse. School concerts Were avery popular form. 
ft community entertainment and were eagerly 
Troe forward nas the ig polo he wine 
Season's entertainment. Spring plenes, usually 
held at the end of the school term were 8 popular 
annual get-together each year also, and 
‘everyone from near and far attendee, regardless 
ft whether or not their children atiended that 
Senool or even if they’ had no children at all. 
Visite between friends were farly often as the 
hardy folk travelled a good many mlles for the 
Pleasure ota visit. Suck visits always produced 
5m abundance of good home cooked foods. — 
meats, coffee and especially the white breads, 
‘Occasionally there were also the produets of & 
homemade ‘sill. To ones who had come trom 8 
Country where meats were hardly ever used and 
‘white Breads were not known (their breads were 
Usually: made of home ground wheat) these 
fonds were considered a grand feast. ‘The 
Washevien family and thle friends were of the 
Orthodox faith andthe only enureh of tis faith in 
{his area is stil located in the Springdale com. 
‘munity, northeast of Rlmbey, and although this 
tras a great distance to travel in those days, the 
{ames ela attend occasionally and especially 
for any religious oocasions within thelr falth, oF 
‘weddings oF ehristenings. 

‘ir. Wasbkevieh purchased the first family 
‘auto about 1965, from Gilman Benson. Tt Was 2 
‘Used Hudson Terraplane and the price was $700 
cash. The flrst tractor was purchased 19 
february 198; a Massey Harris on sec! wheels 
Ithad taken many months of negotiating, as due 
to the wartime steel shortage a permit was 
heeded tobe able to get a tractor. The cost ofthat 
Het tractor sas $1,400. In ordes fo quality for 8 
Dermat, a farmer was required to have about 200 
Heres of cultivated land, so extra acreage Was 
Fented trom some other people. 








‘The Zactz familly left for Winnipeg tn 194 
‘Tue farm was taken over by Mr Orval Halln, 
‘who pal Mr. Zaets the sum of $600. f0 cover the 
‘ost of improvements and then took over the 
Femaining C-P.R. lease, Mr. and Mrs. Halin and 
‘aughter Karin lived there unl about 1953 
“Tne family' friend, Mr. Steve Zactz, was 
married in about 1800 in the ehureh at Springdale 
(presently St Mary's Convent). wedding party 
{Bllowed atthe Mike Zaets farm where a cord 
player was used for dancing musle, From there 
fhe party then travelled to the bride's nome at 
‘Alhambra, hiring Mr. Louls Roblason Witt Is 
{tuck to afive them as no one had acar yet Mr 
Robinson was in the business of buying furs 
feneea root also copper, bronze, etc. He aso dd 
mal hauling Jobs for people for many Years, 
‘Mike finished ts Grade schooling in 
Leedale (when was then a High Schoo), ut that 
art Was closed after only Wo years In ex 
[Etence). Mary and Nena took thelr publi school 
(opto Grade) at Mount View, then Mary went 
{oed Deer to take Grade 10 and 11 Neva foo 
‘up to Grade 1 In Rimbey' then she sven to Red 
Deer Composite. High for her Grade 12. Pete 
completed his schooling with Grade 8 at Mount 
‘View and Nadia, her high schoo! in Red Deer. 





‘The family are all married now, Mary (Mrs. 
Gordon Leblanc) has wo ehlldren and ives 
Montresls Nena (Mrs. John ovat) has five 
Childyen and ives at Forest, Ontario, near Sar- 
fla, Nadla (Mrs. John Papp) has four elidren 
land lives in Vancouver, Pete married Sandra 
Gummings, they have three children and are 
presently’ living on the site where Mr. 
Wasnkevsen first began his farming operation, 
Mike married Netie Osatluk, they nave Tour 
ehlidren and unl October, 1978 they farmed the 
fand'on whieh the old Leedale school was 
Hated; moving from there to Red Deer that 

Sits, Washkevieh farmed the property for 








many years, later acquiring two more quarters 
‘ot land, sla the property toon, Pete in 1969 and 
feted fo the town of Rimbey where they sil 


\WASHKEVICH, MICHAEL, 
‘Same to Cinada With tay mother In 1834 to 
the: farm my’ father had purehased north of 
Lvedale. At ihe time T'was nine years old. 1.40, 
pot remember too many details of the early 
Sears there as Twas too young. From the time { 
‘as about 2 or 13 years old, helped my father 
‘with the farm wore, helping with the land clear 
Ingby hand. When the eatle herd had increased, 
‘We used fo et them pasture along the Toed sides 
tind on property that was not vet fenced. This 
Was called "open range”. As soon as I got home 
{om school, tas my job togo and get the cows, 
sometimes walking many miles to Gnd them. 

T took my Grade at te Leedale High Schoo), 
which was closed the following year, then stayed 
Home to help my father with tne farm work. T 
bought my farm, one mlle north of Leedale, in 
This from Sar. Frank Fox. Before hit the proper 
fy. was owned by Mr, Claude Challand who 
{farmed the land and ved onthe quarter seetion 
tothe southeast of t. This ls presently owned by 
IM and Mrs. Fred Harrison. The small nause 02 
the property was rented to Mr. and Mfrs. Hubert 
Lush, 

‘My frst crop on the farm was seeded the 
spring of 1947, lived at home unt 158, geting 
the Use of my fatuer's machinery to farm mine 
Wie helping with his farming. For many years 
bur erops were thresied on a custom basis or ex 
fhange help basis by Mr. MeBtroy Sr. or Mr. 
seat Brown and later the Thaclk Bros. 

‘Even though many of the Toads were much 
Improved by hs time, the road between my 
farm and ‘my father’s farm was impassable 
very spring. There was many a time an un 
Suspecting traveler had to be pulled from the 
fd holes with horses or a tractor. 

"The one roomed school, whieh was located on 
the corner of my farm, was closed about 1960, 
fanalt was not un then hat the road was graded, 
‘ap and gravelled forthe schoo! buses, 

‘There oas mall oute service for many years, 
‘even before I bought my place, The route wa 
‘riven by various people, 4 Mr. ‘Thompson, who 
lived near Tambey, then Herb Belezbach and 
biter I'moved ta my farm, Cleland Price, and 
Inter the Glesbrecht family: Beeause of the poor 
roads in the early years this Job invelved many 
hours of hard travel and struggle. wth mud, 
crossing by way of elds and backtracking many 
xtra miles, 

“in 1955 I married Nettle Osatluk and we 
settled on my farm, Our ehlldren, Irene, born in 
‘sop, Ann, born In i987; Olga, born In 1958; and 
‘Debhie, bérm in 970 were all born in Rlrmbey and 
{he older girs attended sehool in Rimbey travell- 
‘ng by bus until they completed thelr high sexo] 
Yeats, Debbie began he sehooling In Rimbey, 











‘also, but only went there two months unt we 
inoved to Red Deer at the end of October 187 


WATERS, DAVE 

‘Dave Waters homesteaded the NE 12-425.5 
inthe eariy 00, He operated steam engine at 
{George Cummings mil in winter and worked nis, 
IRomestead the rest of the Year 


{ME WEGREEN FAMILY — anol by Water 
green 

Peter (Emil) and Anna Wegreen, with four 
calaren, Walter, Bvelin, Beatrice, and Mattie 
‘ame from Montana to Red Deer, alta. the fall of 
1925, moving to the Leedale district the spring of 

"2 They lived on the Dahl Romnestesd in 14 
and moved fo the LaBelle place in 1925, later 
moving to the Leedale store to.run the livery 
bar and eating piace. Mr. Wegreen also hauled 
mall, groceries, ete 18 1027 they Toft the astriet, 
moving to Portiand, Oregen. 

Walter returned fo Alberta about 1981 After 
serving tree and one-half years inthe army, be 
moved to Red Deer where he sil resides, Waiter 
fharried. Dora Parsons {rom Westloc. ‘They 
have two children, Vivian Cameron, presently & 
nurse atthe Holy Cross Hospital, Calgary and & 
Son iving In Whitehorse, Yukon, 

Evelin married Lindis Dahl and after his 
death married Ci Anderson andlives at Canby, 
Sregon, 

‘Beatrice married Bernie Stanfll and lives at 
Portland, Oregon. 

Mattie’ married John Beck and lives at 
ssutherlla, Oregon 





WELLS, SETH 

‘Seth Wells, born and schooled at Blackfalds, 
moved with his parents and eight children, four 
‘pris and four bays, to the north end of Sylvan 
Eke in the early 1590's, 

‘Seth had often travelled the Medicine River 
Valley in the 3920's, stopping to Visit with the 
Mullbacke famuly when passing by. From 1933 10 
4) he travelled the Valley with his team of 
Shetlands, Bun and Bud, sharpening scissors and 








knives, taking orders for sharpening diss whieh 
twas done by his partner, Clevence Aske. He aid 
hot start bis tear in the dsual manner but witha 
get ut of town". As well as is litle team he 
also Aad a big grey team but didnt use them 
‘ery often, 
‘eth as wel read and could discuss any'sub- 
Jeet 
Tn 1850 he retired fo Mlle, making his home 
with Mr. and hes. Plnyon until going ino a murs 
iz home, He is buried at Wetaskiwin. 





WESTLAKE, MR. AND MRS. A. E. (BERT) 

Ir and Aire. Bert Westlake puichased the 
NW Si.1c4 Wo alter World War I and lived there 
Unt thelr only son, Ronald. Took It over after 
World War Il, Mr and’ Mrs. Westlake then 
‘moved 10 British Columbla, 

‘irs, Elzabeth Westlake was a sister of Bill 
Lee, Ms, Jack (Emma) Sherman and. Ms 
Wiliam (Ailes) andrew 

Ronald married Liza Rutledge and they had 
three iri, Ginger, Ruth and Glenda when they 
moved to British Columbia in about 1950 





FIFTY-FOUR YEARS OF RODEO 
1a 1962 at the age of 89 years, Frank Whitford 
of Leedale sas looking forward to attending the 
Calgary Stampede forthe th time. Though he 
has ridden In the parade since, he actually dd 
Fide in competition in the sade brane event In 
the first stampede held In 1912 1 vas hs last, 
{ime in that competition for Re broke his hp, and 
{W'bottered him too much to ride brones after 
that His love for horses and raing never left him 
{or he was stil riding occasionally tn his 90h 
“The son ofa Freneh halt-breed mother and a 
Scots half-breed father, Frank followed ‘his 
ther and became a firstrate Tanen hand. He 
tame to Alberta wit his father, Philip Waltford, 
‘who was active inthe Rel Rebelion and assisted 
he Royal Northwest Mounted Police in their 
aties 
Frank worked on ranches around Morley for 
some lime, recelving 835 per month. He knew 




















Rev. Join MeDougall, for he was the minister 
and also taught at Motley at that time, 

Frank first came to Leedale in the fall of 830, 
‘The next spring he rented the Miles" arm, put 
small erop, and was hailed out. Tals happened 
feo years ina row aoe left bat returned in 1938 
to homestead 13 miles west of Leedale 

T1851 he bought Mr. Aske's house In Leedale 
and lived there untl he was admitted to the Aux. 
{ary Hospital In Rimbey in 1968. 

‘Frank Whitford waa bora December 2, 1875 
and passed avay November 12,10 atthe age ot 
8 years, 1i months and 10 days. 


NORRIS AND MATTIE, WILLITS 

‘Norris and Mattle Wills. with their five 
children, Arthur, Alice, Sot, Mildred and Nel, 
fame fo Alberta from Wessington, South Dakota 
{ithe spring of 1907. Mz, Wilts took up 
Homestead thfee and one-haif miles east of what 
was called Wittenburg P.0,, later twas named 
Leedate 














{In the spring and surmmer of 1908, Mr. Wilts 
and his son's Arthur and Seott, Bull a large log 
house and the family moved Into It right away. 
‘They had been living in what was Called the 
Schrader house during the winter: Me. and Mrs 
‘Wilts lived in that house as long as they lived, 
she passed away in 1949 and he in 1952 

‘Arthur married) Rosa Motte, 10 1913, they 
lived on his homestead for a fev Years fnally 
roving to Everett, Washington with thelr tree 
thildren, Later on ftnee more calldzen foined the 
family circle, Arthur passed away in 1974, Rosa 
{s stil iving in Everett. 

‘Allee marvied Frank Mottt in 1813; they had 
three children. Frank passed away. In 192), 
Mildred, the cidest of fhe children, married 
Toya’ ‘Lyons, they ve east of Ponoka. Ray 
married’ Peas! Hensley: they. now Ike. in 
Calgary and Lloyd married wile In the Army 
Ssnd he and his family live In Burlington, Ontaro. 

‘Scot never married 

Dildred, married Pred Ublig; they had two 
ceuilaren 

‘Nell married Vivian Miler; they moved to 
Everett, Washington where they stl reside, 
‘They nave one son 

“Aster lldred's husband passed away, she 
Lived with Scott on the ald home place for seven 
‘years,"Then Scot sold fhe farm and nad an aue 
lion sate with Russell C. Cole as auctioneer. They 
moved fo Kelowna, B.C. where they stil reside 


‘THOMAS M. WILSON 
"Thomas Sd, Wilson lived on the NW 2424.5 
ovr owned by ME Abe Glesbreekt in 1881-32 














ras born op June 15, 1814 at Timble Great 
fount In England. He was the son of an 
Itnperial Army officer and served with ie Furst 
Cahsdlan Labor Battalion in the Great War 
Where he was badly gassed and honorably dis: 
eharged, 

“Tom came to Canada in 1921 and lived in this 
area for sometime betore he filed on a 
homestead in 1892 and moved 20 miles west of 
Leedale and to the frontier strict of Squaw 
‘ls, 

He bull a cabin tn the true ploneer manner 
and aso managed to break afew acres of lane 

“Leedate was bis closest town and he thought 
nothing of setting out on foo to get his supply of 
srocerles and the mall 

‘arly in 1935 Mr, Wilson recelved word that 
he had’ Inberites.$u1300 trom 2 relative i 
England and decided fo return to the Old Coun 
try, So it was, that on Mareh 6, 1999 he and his 
Faltht Ite dg, whieh was his constant compa 
lon, walked the long trall into Leedale for 
Supplies. 

twas a cold and snowy day and on is return 
trip he stopped and had supper with atriend six 
inlles west of Leedale. After a brief stay he un 
‘ertook to walk the rersalning 14 mils, 

‘Apparently he was seized witha sudden heart 
ntact and his frozen body was Tound the next 
‘ay’ about one-andone-half mills from hls nome 
‘with bis faithful tle dog standing oa guard. 

‘Dr, Byers, Coroner, and Cc. P. Fordham, 
RCHLP. investigated and declared no Inquest 

ME. Wiison’s body, wrapped ina blanket, was 








taken to Rimbey on the top of a truck load of 
lumber driven by ‘Mr. Varty. Tae litle dog, 
Iefeles frozen to her mouth, was still by het 
master's side 

‘A family who read the tragle story In the 
paper in eastern Canada wanted the litle dog 
‘and It was shipped fo ther, 

‘And so ended the life of still another true 
ploneer who worked hard for so ite 

De. Wilson's only relative in Canada was a 
brother, Bramley Wilson in Extension, B.C. 

"Thotnas Wilson, who was GL years old, was 
Jald fo rest in the soldier's plot in fount Auburn 
(Cemetery In tmbey on Sunday, Maren 1,185, 

Funeral services were atranged. by. the 
‘Rimbey Braach of te Canadian Legion, 


ME. AND MRS. WILISE — CELEBRATE 
‘GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

"The Lecdale Community united on Tuesday 
‘evening October 27, 1995 to honor Mr. ahd Mrs 
‘Mortimer Wile who were celebrating, thelr 
Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

"The alfa ook place in the Ledale Communt 
ty Hall and a large gathering was preseat to 
mark the happy ovcasion 

Mr. Wise Is 7 years and Mrs. Wiltse 72 
years ot age, and they are both very active, They. 
‘Were bora in Aten Ontario and were married 
At the same place. They moved to Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan and In the year 1883 they decided 
to come to the Leedale district, The family is 
‘uid up of two sons, Kenneth living on tehome 
place and Asa, at Penilctan, British Colum 
Rnother son passed. avvay’ in Saskatchewan, 
‘There are’ 13" grandchildren and nine great 
grandchildren. 

“The evening was enjoyably spent in games 
and dancing, after which the Leedale Women's 
Insutute presented the guests of honor with a 
silver tay. Individual glfts were also received 
land a purse of money was made up of thse pres 

The whole evening was a complete surprise 








79 


for Mr. and ors, Wits, as they had been enter. 
{alned’ at the home of Me and. Mrs. Terry 
Challand’s for supper and were Induced to pay 
the hall a visit afterwards, 

"The best of wishes were extended to Mr. and 
Mrs, Wiltse for many more years of happiness 
togetier. 

‘ME. and Mrs. Wiitse lived on the land now 
‘ownod bythe Leedale Colony and occupied by 
‘Mr Henry Thachok. 


WILTSE’S FAREWELL, 

‘On Monday Maren 1, 1959 a surprise farewell 
for Str. and Mrs. Wilts Sr- and Br. and Mrs, 
Wise Jr. was given in the hall by the Wel. A 
‘iterent form of amusement was dsplayed in a 
plek-up program anda sing song, followed by 
Games and-an hour of dancing” Mrs. FW. 
Hlancher, W.L president, presented Mrs. Wittse 
Sr. with’a book, “Harbor Lights Home", and 
‘Mis. Wilts Jr witha st of salad fork, ad ex 
Dressed the deep regret of the community the 
Aeparture of frends and neighbors 








ELWOOD AND DOROTHY YOUNG E. 14 2-42- 
‘4.5 — writen by Elwood Young 

Twas bora and raised in Alberta near Delia, 

‘My wite Dorothy was born near Donovan, 
Saskatchewan, 

Tn June 1962 we bought the Ey 2242-4W.5 
‘trom jon and Mary Plumb and moved trom Ba 
‘monton with our thee children. We lived on the 
farm unl November, 1965 and then we moved 
Dack to Edmonton where I worked a8 a heavy 
duty mechanic ‘until 1974, We then moved to 
Kelowna, B.C, to operate "Glenwood 65° on 
Highway’ 9 at Rlenter Street. 

“The farm was rented to Clarence Eklund and 
then Junlor MeBiroy until we solditto Larry and 
‘be Giesbrecht in the Spring of 1973 

‘Our enildren, Kevin, Kim and Katy are stl 
at home. Kevin graduated from high sehool this 
year, Kathy goes to senior high next year and 
iim is working at the service station 
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JUDGE NOT 
Pray don’t find fault withthe man that llmps, 
Or stumbles along the road, 

Unless you have orn the shoes he wears 





“Though hidden away from view 
Or the burden ie bears, placed on your back, 
‘Might cause you to stumble, too 

Don't seer at the man who's dvr, today 
Unless you have felt the Dow 

‘That eaueed hs fall, or tlt his shame 

‘That only the fallen know 

‘You may be strong, but stl the blows, 

‘That were his, dealt to you, 

In the seltsame way, at the slfsame time, 
Might cause you to stagger, #00. 


Don’t be foo harsh with the man who sins, 





(Or pelt him ith words or stones, 
Uniess you are sure, vea, double sure, 

‘That you have no sins of Your own. 

For vou know, perhaps, ifthe fempter's voloe 
Should whlsper'as soft to you 

AAs it did to him when he went astray 

‘Would cause you to falter, too 











Leslieville 


BEAVER FLAT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1914 

“The Beaver Plat, School District was 
{abllshed December 24, 1908 comprising of, the 
following lands Sections 18,20, and38.32in 39,5: 
Sections 2525 5 and 351n 38.6; Sections 58 ni 
5; and Sections 1.211 and 13 in 406.05. Me Wm, 
H. Cornel of Leslievile was Senior Trustee, 

“Authorization was given February 10, 1809 to 
borrow the sum” of $850 for the purpose of 
purchasing a Schoo! ste, erecting and furnishing 
Bschool house. The treasurer Was MF. THe®. 
Frodeen of Leslieville 








“The sum of $850 was borrowed on March 31, 
188 upon the security of the Beaver Flat Schoo} 
Disiviet for the purpose of procuring a schoo 
te, erecting and equipping & schoolhouse. The 
treasurer was Mr. Theo, J. Frodeen of 
Usslievile, 

‘On August 5, 1995 the sum of $1600. was 
borrowed for tne purpose ofthe erection ofa newt 
Schoo! bullding and equipment. ‘The Treasurer 
was atz.'S. Wilson of Rocky Mountain House 

"The frst Beaver Flat School was bull on the 
portion of land donated by Davia Malcolm: It 
teas built with togs cut on Leonard Afalclin's 
‘quarter. Miss Llvie Marlin was the fist leacher 

she ‘boarded with the W. F. Malcolm, 
Egonard Malcolm was killed inaction overseas 






















uring World War I and W. F. Malcolm donated 
‘abel in memory of hs seventh son; ths bell was 
Installed upon the root of ihe new school but 
‘only a short distance trom the log shoe! house 
‘hleh later burnt fo the ground Inthe late 180s 

The next teacher after Miss Martin was Mist 
Goodmnanson, then Ms. Oliver, Mrs. Mlveell 
‘A (Meston) Paterson, Hope Meie, Mss Ed. 
‘mundson, Mis 1. Strong, Miss V. Leather, Miss 
Joslin Mis, CN. Beobe, Miss N, Wade Mr. 
Grant, Miss L. Lyte, Mes. MeDonald, A. Wen, 
Mettoberts, Nir". Bowhay, Mrs. M. Stratton, 
Rose (Erskine) Brookes, June (Hainer) Craw. 
ford, M. (Sande) Billings — supervising cor 
respondonce lessons, R. (McQualg) Lyn 

The sale of the school ste and’ buidings 
located ‘on. the 'SW.SLSB5.WS was approved 
September 9, 1860 














1» JOUN 
in Retard (Jack) Bell and his wife Han 
nal Jane (Jennie) and stx elldren, Harry, Bl 
‘Jack, Joyce, Elsie and Ina arrived in Lesievie 
Maren 36,2926, trom Carilsie, Cumberland, 
England, through the, Soldiers" Settlement 
‘Board, and settled on a farm on the ouskiris of 
Lesievile, NE-26-9:5 W5, 

Mr. Bei farmed al hls fe, and specialized in 




















purebred Shorthorn cattle; he also delivered 
Fall to the hamlet, and one day a week bought 
‘hogs at the local sfockyards. 

"tne Dell family liked fo curl and took part in 
many sports. 

‘Wary married Bertha Relghley, and they 
have one daughter, Chery 

"ill married Lila Brock, and they have three 
chilaren, Jove, Gall and Bil. 

“Jack married Drex: Reighey, and they have 
one daughter Bonnle 

Sioyee married Pat Cummerford, and they 
nave ire calldren, Mary Ann, Jean, and Jack, 

‘sie married Ait Westwood, and they nave 
one daughter, Fay, and they lve in New Zealand. 

ina married Roy B.(Pat) Bourke, and they 
have three sons, Bob, Bill nd Blake. 

Yack Bell, Jt dled April, 1851 

‘Mrs, Bell dled June 8, 1957 

Mr Bell, Sealed January 19, 1957 


BINGLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 26 

‘Yhe Brock. Schoo! District No. 2385 later 
known as the Bingley School District No. 2565, 
twas established September 25, 1811, compesing 
the following lands! S17-20 and 2830 in TW; 
Si5, 04, 2498 and 3596 On THOS. W5, Mr. S.A. 
Larsgard of “Bingley, Alberta was  Senlor 
‘Trustee. 

“Phe school district mame was altered from 
Brock to Bingley, December 11, 1911 

Avhorlation was given January'25, 1912 to 
borrow the sum of $00 for the purpose of 
purchasing a schoo site, erecting and equipping 
R'sehool House, ‘The treasurer was Mr. J: W 
Christian of Bingley. 

‘Approval was given on February 14 1912for a 
schos! site selected by the Board of Trustees of 
{he Bingley School Ditret situated at or near'a 
point 6b rods west of the NE: corner 2440-6. 

‘Approval was given June 21 112 fora schoo! 
site elected by the Board of Trustee of the 
Bingley Schoo! District, situated ator near the 
Tnldale of the eastern boundary of S2540-6.5. 

‘On June 10, 1913, the sum of $300 was 
borrowed for the purpese of completing and fur 
ishing the school house. Te treasurer was MT 
3 W Christian of Bingley 

Teachers at the Bingley school were 
Elizabeth (seston) Patterson, Miss Holmes, 
Ilse Moseley. ‘Miss ‘Thompson, Mr. Harding, 
Mr Bir, Mary Alberts, MMr- Cainett, Mr. 
Rogers, Mi, Rusheall, ss Marie Lund, Betty 
(Baldwin) Hartiey, MM Holditen, Mr. Bruce 
Simpeon, Me, Holefony Mr. R, McRoberts, ME 
Wan Morris, Miss L. Dicken, 3fiss Ruth il, R. 
{hlequaie) Lynn, Mr. T. Bownay, M. (Ander. 
son) Schoderus, ts; Pravatt, Margaret Reade, 
Mr H. Rodgers, Divine, Mrs. Loewen, Mrs. 
Brookes. 

"Phe sale of the school site and bulldings 
located nthe SE 25404 WS was approved July 
1 6h 

‘Atter the Bingley Schoo! District was in 








cluded in the Rocky Mountain Schoo! Division, 
No. Mes MLL: Green of Bingley, Alberta was 
{ppolsted Olfleal Trustee on January 8, 3944, 
bee Eranke Wilson of Bingley, Alberta was OF 
Heal Trustee on July 12,1885, Mr. 3. A. Spears of 
Bingley, was appointed Oifiial Trustee on Aprit 
bic 


ARTHUR BOTT FAMILY 

rArthur Bott married Myrtle Brooks of the 
Diamond Valley District om April 21,1986. That 
Pilih took up residence in Eekvile where Art 
‘worked in the Alberia, Wheat Pool with Joe 
Micock. In the summer of 1947 they moved {0 
Gras. where Art was elevator agent until it 
lose In the fal of 1988, They then moved tothe 
‘Gondor ares and in he spring of 1949 Art went fo 
Work with Harry Lloyd of Lesievile, as @ 
painter, In 1990 they moved fo Lesllevile. While 
[i'Lestievit, art and Myrtle were janitors at the 
School and Aft joined the Eiks and Mystic, the 
GORD doth as charter members 

nthe summer of 1851, they moved to Rocky 
Mountain House, as most of Art's work was 
there. Shorty after the move, Art joined the 
Rocky Volunteer Fire Department, the Chamber 
‘of Commerce and the Kinsmen Club. He was 
Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce for one 
Sear and president for one year. In 1965 Be was 
Blected fo tock Mountain House Town Counel 
‘in whieh he st for three Years. 1098, when the 
(Central Alberta Chamber gave up sponsoring the 
David Thompson Highway ‘Cavalcade and 
turned stover fo the Rocky Chamber, Art was ap 
polnted chairman of the committee, which post 
Fe'neld until the offical opening of the highway 
fn 17, when the Cavaleade was discontinued, 
‘Art was appointed Deputy Fire Chief in 965 and 
{t6, Upon the retirement of Fite Chlet Bert 
MeGrath, Art was appointed the new Chief, 2 
position he st held. 

‘Artad Myrtle have five children: Eva, Ray 
snaton, Pred and Keith. The eldest daughter, 
Eva, was married to Davia Glover in 1955 
ave s employed with Alberta Gas Trunk Line 
fs.a Senior Controls Teehnician. Dave and Eva 
live on an acreage elght miles northeast of 
Rocky Mountain House. They have one 
Gaughter Tracy and one son, Randy. Art and 
Myate's oldest som, Ray, mavried Audrey von 
Hollen in 3917 and they ive elght miles south of 
Hocky. ‘Mountain. House, Ray s'a Telecom. 
‘munications Techaielan with Alberta Govern 
‘ment Telephones. Ray and Audrey have one so, 
‘on and one daughter, Susan. Art and yrite’s 
Youngest daughter, Sharon, is employed as an 
1ecounting Clerk forthe Clty of Hed Deer and 
their two youngest sons, Pred and Keith are stil 
lt home; Fred Is presently employed with the 
Recreation Department of the town of Rocky 
Mountain House and Keith ism Grade 8 at 
School 











BROOKS, HARRY AND ADA 

Harry ang ada Wingate) met in Eekvillein 
‘oil. vas employed at the bake shop working 
for ite late Ernest Jackson who owned and 
operated I 

Harry was one of the many truck drivers at 
‘hat time at Bekville and one who took his coffee 
breaks at the Co-op lunch counter where most 
everyone else took thers 

1 was there I was introduced to Harry and 
noticed ne was areal tease an fir with the gels 
that worked at the counter. ‘There were many 
Young single girls working in Rekvlle at that 
lime so Tedidn't expect I would ever have a 
‘hance to be dated by him even though I oped 





One evening Harry was asked it he could take 
‘ateam of Young people ta Elspeth to play ball To 
‘my surprise Harry asked i 'a keto go too, and 
accepted, 

‘Harry was a busy truck driver along with the 
other tuekers. He hauled everything {rom 
‘machines to people and I was emploved at the 
Store working for Mike Sestrap. One afternoon 
‘cary that summer Harry came in and asked me 
for our second date! Before that I figured he 
‘Wasn't to interested. After that dates were more 
trequent 

Harry had Bruce Burns hired to help him 1t 
‘was a rule that close deliveries were made inthe 
fevening then they could each Take a gif with 
them, One evening Harry asked me fd ike to 
igo with him. "They were hauling a. plece of 
fachinery for a farmer at Sylvan Lake 20° 
Accepted. ‘That night Bruce started to laugh 
Wen asked what was so funny hele the eat ou 

In order to decide wnleh gies they 
fe they'd fp a coin and that night he 
Was o take another girl and then he asked me. 
think that ended the flipping of coins? Anytow 
the dates became more regular and we Were 
married in Novernber 9 1985 

‘Aller our marriage we rented Harry and 
Mary Medin’s house and lved there for five 
‘Years, It Was there our three eldest children 
Were born and Harry got started in the saw mall 
business 

He bought hs first portable mil setting {up 
on the home place of nls mother's, Mrs. Signe 
‘Brooks, doing sawing for some ofthe neighbors 
‘who came out and helped hm, He also set his 
fall on the Charlle Snyder's farm and sawed 
there. 

In 180 we bought a home in Lesllevile from 
Jonin and Rath Buckta, We moved Oclober 29 
that same year 

‘While living at Diamond Valley Harry had 
rented the farm of his moter and dad. Harry's 
father passed away in Decersber, 1947 at he age 
ot 8 

Harry farmed for about elght years along 
with bush work in the winter 











Harry traded his small milli ona bigger one 
and sawed for to montas north of Woll Creek 
for Knut Sunde, 

He svorked two winters for August Moro at 
Jack Fish. In the spring of 1882 when Harry and 
iis brother Allan Were moving ou, the lights on 
the truck went out and they ended upside down in 
the ditch, The tractor whieh they were hauling 
Folled back up on its wheels. The only tragedy 
Was that the battery acid had eaten the seat of 
{hele pants!‘Pha fal of 1952 several men formed 
the albert Creek Laimber Company. They were 
Wait Hoglund, Ray Meyers, Art Johansen, Bil 
Palm (Sr) and Harry Brooks. They Hired Jose 
Kauis, her Musbaad Louie and daughter 
Marguerite to cook ana bull cook 

Th the early part of 1954 Harry went upto Lac 
La Biche to Help Work ina mill His say there 
Was very short (in Fact he beat 2 etter nome that 
hewrote me by a week) as the mil started to fy 
Apart i all directions. 

"mn 1035 Harry bought Ct Brierly’ saw mil 
and camp. He sawea two years west of Suncald 
then two years at Sylvester Lake and Doctor 
Linke south and. west ofthe Suinehild. Jean 
Bardonhagen sas then hired as cook a Joste's 
‘health falted er 

Harry sawed {wo years north of the Nordegg 

ip the Sunehild, four years onthe Wa Wa, 
fears at Rapid Creek, one year in Rocky 
‘Mountain House and two years at Rough Creek 

He had hired many of the farmers. from 
aitferent areas, Rimbey, Bentley, Sylvan Lake, 
Leedaie, Camtose, Ekvill, Fscky Mouataln 
House, Alhambra, Leslieville and other points, 
including Indians from North ‘Battleford, 
Shskatehewan, 

‘We have seven children who have all attended 
the Elementary school in Lesievite and six who 
have graduated from David ‘Thompson High 
(Gur tree oldest daughters, Bsther, Leanne and 
Blaine have also graduated from Berean Bible 
CCollege’in Calgary. Our next two daughters 
Carol and Judy. are now lending ‘Berean, 
Coleen our youngest is taking Grade ii at David 
‘Thompson High 

‘Most of our daughters went to camp as 
‘campers under Youth for Christ, the older ones 
iso were workers aswell as counsellors at Fron 
tier Lodge at Nordegg. Hsther's and Leanne's 
husbands also Worked there before they were 
married 

"Esther worked for awhile at Youth for Christ 
office in Red Deer, also. worked for Social 
Development at Wesitield In Edmonton. 

Esther and Leange spent two months one 
summer working at Cele C Ranch in Delevan, 
‘New York under Wes Aarum, 

‘Esther (Mrs. Dave Thomas) llves at Stettler. 
Dave i the principal at Gadsby Blementary and 
‘Junior Hight School. They have (wo sens, We 
‘and Dallas 

Leanne (Mrs. Lyell Smith) lives at 
Leslieville; they have a son Shane and'a 























daughter Jamle. At the prosent time Lyell is 
employed at the Revelstoke sawmill for the 
‘etater months and then trucks in the suramer 
‘whlch ia new project form, They have settled 
‘on a farm, having bought the old Louttamus 
quarter 

‘Chatile and his wife Jullann (Enslen) live 
north of Leslieville having bought an acreage on 
his father’s farm and bulla new home there, 
(Charles a truck driver, hauls gravel and sand 
{ithe summer months and usually nauled 
Humber in the winter months for hs dad and lso 
helped with other jobs at the mill when short 
hated Charlie is an active member in the 
CChures. He belonged to the Boy Seouts when he 
‘vas in school aswell a8 the Cub Pack. Charlie 
tnd Julie have a it and a bay, Melody and 
Man. 

"Eline worked at Reltmans in Red Deer from 
tne time of her graduation trom Berean Bible 
Coniege unl her marriage to Warren Barber of 
Edmonton. She is employed for Altrans ot 
Canada and Warren is at present selling ale 
Planes. He fook his plots training and instruc 
Hing course at the Flying Club in Edmonton. 

‘After residing in Leslieville for 25 vears, we 
bought a mobile home and moved cut to the 
farm, formerly that of the late George Cursmer. 
for, 'a mile north of Lesitevile and Rave resided 
here forthe past two Years 

NB. Ada Brooks has writen the family story, 
and we conclude twita a poem she wrote. Ada is 
‘well known for her many poems, composed to 
Commemarate birthdays, wedding. anniver. 
Saries and farewells, and recited atthe celebra: 
tion ofthese events 





LIFE 
tiny seed from the very beginning 

Was ereated by God, and not to go sinning 
Watered and nourished by nis love 

‘Tenderly watched by the Father above. 

Wile this soed grew to a tender stage 

In crept the weeds with the enemies rage 
Choking the grovin of this tender plant 
Interrupting. the progress for whleh twas 
Straying away from the straight narrow road, 
Being enticed from the Father's Abode, 
Drifting on and heeding no warning. 

(Of what lies ahead for another new morning. 
‘Tals plant became all twisted and bent 
Unable to feed from God's nourishment 

‘The vines of weeds entangied tt life 

Only crushing, crippling and causing istic 
Left all alone, blinded and low 

Unable to care ad unable to go — 
Struggling along in miserable state 
‘Scarehing for help but almost foo late 

‘Then alas! came a stranger loving and kind, 
‘To assist this sie creature 20 out of ts rnd 
And opened the sin blinded eyes to see. 
‘ithope is tn Jesus, He sete us tree 








This is for Al, dear sisters and brothers 
‘Take refuge in Jesus and telling all others 
Flee from the powers of darkness today, 
Cling only to Jesus while sil you may 


While the day of grace is stil at hand, 
Hearken Yer all tothe Lord's Commana! 
“Only ane life tll soon be past, 

(Only what's done for Chest wil last." 


‘Matthew 1:28.30 and John 8:16:18 


BROOKS, JAMES 

“James Brooks of Irish and English origin was 
born in Tlsonburty, Ontario March 25,186, He 
went to Mossomin, Saskatchewan where he lived 
Writh velatives. He worked and operated the 
‘ears plant iti she Robin Hood Flour Mills at 
Moose "lat James also ved at Portage 1a 
Prairie, Manitoba, with relatives, It was there 
‘shen working ona threshing machine that he got 
12 barley beard in his right eye and lost the sight 
init 

‘Tn 191 he moved tothe Diamond Valley dls. 
trict and took a homestead the NW T3835 
Which was too rocky for farming, although he ald 
{do some breaking on ity and Bail a og house 
there He sold it to Frank Page who later sold 
to'taek Clucas, 

‘Jarmes Brooks was known a8 a good neighbor 
always wlling to help in ime of need He always 
fnjoved cutting the neighbor's ealldren's hair 
find had always cut the Caton boys" halt After 
laude Caton got older he started cutting hat. 
‘Tovretum a good deod he was giving ME. Brooks 
‘shave and hal eut. Mr Brooks always had 2 
‘moustache Dut Claude didnt give any considera: 
tion to that and ended up cutting half o I off 
‘Welt, @ decision haa fo be made ether wear half 
of one of none at all! 

Slams bought another quarter section trom 
Jolin Simons the NE 63839 where he lived 
and farmed 

Twas there he met Oscar Anderson whom he 
worked with for sometime and then farmed the 
place for Mrs, Anderson after the death of her 
Fsband Oscar: 

Tin' 1200 he married Oscar Anderson's widow 
Signe Eilzabeth. (Erikadattur) Anderson ang 
‘hey lived on the Anderson place the NW 10-383. 
\W5. By her former marriage Mrs. Anderson ned 
three ehldven, Astrid, Arvid and Allan, 

‘sand Ms. James Brooks then had three 
clldren of thelr owns James Harry born May 2, 
921 Alford Harold born September 1, 1923 and 
Eva Myrtle bora November 2,195 

“Their son Harry has. seven children (sts 
‘daughters and one son) and slx grandenildren. 

‘iyetie (Mrs. Art Bottof Rocky Mountalin 
Howse) has three sons and two daughters and 
four grandenilren. 

‘On finishing schoo! Alford enlisted inthe Atr 
Force in 182 He wae stationed at Kingston, 
{arlo and then Dartmouth, Nova Seotla~ then at 
Halitax where he met and married Beatrice Kir 







































by, Alford took leading Aireraftemen training 
then on to flight engineer. 

He was transferred to Comox, Vancouver 
where they lived afew years before belng sent to 
Germany for three years. On thelr return Alford 
tras stationed af Cold Lake unt hls vetirement 
In September of 1878 afver being inthe RCAF. 
over W years 

“They now live at Summerland, B.C. Alford 
was emploved for awhlle as a mechanie for a 
{tueking company at Penticton, He snow selling 
P.A systems and installing them. They have one 
Gaughter Joan. (Mrs, Lee Irwin) tiving 
Calgary and one granddaughter Krista Lee 

Memes Brooke pasted away December 15 
1o4 at the age of & ana his widow stayed on at 
the farm sith her som Allan unl 1951 when she 
moved into a small home in Ekle. 121951 she 
moved to West View Lodge in Rocky Mountain 
House where she resided for 10years. Tne James 
Brooks {arm Was sold to Andrew Nicisen In 
August of 1867 

Sirs, Brooks spent a year with her children, 
spending sometime in each home. She then went 
{othe Ledge at Sylvan Lake where she resided 
Until her passing on September 3, 1973 at 81 years 
of ase. 


BUREAU, MR. AND MES. EDMOND AND 
‘FAMILY — (by Matte Martin) 

‘Many times te name of Mr. Bureau has been 
mentioned but nothing. about his family. Mt. 








Bureau was born in France but moved to the 
United States asa young man and studied to 
become a civil engineer. fils profession tok him 
to afferent eountrles and he spent some time 
China as wel as France and the States before he 
‘came fo Canada. He was a good natured man and 
‘War liked by everyone. tn France he was 
‘married to Madeline Brunner who hag formerty 
been married fo Count Brunner and she had one 
litte daughter named Tsabel who was with them 
when they came {0 Leslievile. Them another 
{laughter was born In this country named Odette 
find before they lef our dlstrict a som as born 
famed Plerve —all hee children. Mfr, Bureau 
Spoke perfect English but the others had to learn 
30 when they first eame to Fed Deer Mrs, 
‘Srehle MeKinnon undertook the Job of teaching 
{hem English and they remained good lends 
fever after. Mr, Bureau saw the necessity for 8 
Store to heip the new setters so hired a friend of 
his, a Mr. Galot (Galow), to come and start 
Daliding. Also helping with the bullding was a 
Soung man from Syivan Lake named Jules 
Rrmeneau. Soon, a fairly large bullding was 
‘rected, he front part being used ata store and 
fhe rest for the family dwelling. A tew years 
‘were spent there aad then they ola to Messers 
Campbell and Mekiamon and. went back to 
France, Mr. Bureau, although being a Roman 
Catholic, donated the land an the corner of Ris 
place for the log enurch to the but, were ser 
Fees sere held for many ‘years, Tn 1907 he 
Applled for a post office and thus the Lesieviie 
Dost office cafe into belng 


Diepreelgae an een ee 


‘THE CARD FAMILY 

"The Cards originated in Ontario. At onetime, 
James Card owned alot of property 1 
Leslieville, They had a 10 room hatel, more on 
the line of a boaraling house, because of so many 
men needing lodging: The men worked al several 
Sawmills around the country. They aso ran the 
ieneral sore, livery stable, sawanil, and feed 
Erinder, ‘The boys were very talented, for they 
Fela steam engineer's tickets, and were Very 
‘ood with machinery 











‘The savemill and planer were located where 
the hotel fs now 

Mrs. Card lived to the age of 70 years, 
Inonlealy, she got her fst pension ebeque, Dut 
never did get a chance fo cash i 





Jim Card and sons had a saw and planer mill 
at Ferrier. Ferg. had a food mil and savrall on 
fhe ereele bank Bil, the oldest, had no children 
Caleb (Kep) had three children. Ferg. had ont 
alld, Her had four children Bertha (card) 
‘MeCauley nad one cild. Roy bad three children, 
‘Uou and Fleva were never married 





CLAUSS, PETER — by Dianna Clauss 

Peter’ Clauss immigrated. to. Canada from 
Germany 1856. His frst work was in the 
Brooks district where he worked on a farm for 
£25 a month plus foom and board. When fe bad 
Jearned enough English to get by, he moved 0 
Medicine Tat and. started work at the brick 
yards until they buraed down 

He met Dianna ealinger from Medicine Hat 
and they were mazried in 12, Peter worked fot 
‘Good Year Tire for the nest few years 

“The couple were looking around for iand and 
Jn 1965 they found a quarter north of Leslieville 
‘They bought the SW L415 from Henry Stelfox 
‘but they aida" move out tothe farm until the 
spring of 19 

"That year wasa wet year and there was just a 
tral of clay for a Toad so they usualy ended up 
parking the trick at Centerview Hall and Walk 
{ng the male home, carting groceries, and lite 
Dennis, Karl (8 years old a hat time! walked to 
Centerview Hail To catch the school us and 
home again in evening. By next school year a 
few road as built and ihe bus eame tothe gat, 
During this time both worked out part me andl 
stile 

Tn Idt3Peter and Dianna bought! the E3241 
trom Semeen Anrameen, In i977 they have 
Started to buld a new house onthe NE. quarter of| 
this land and have had the electricity and gas put 
Jn. In the simmer of 1977 a new gravelled road 
‘as put Into the quarter where tne new balling 
Site f "The family hope to be moved Inte thelr 
few home In early 1078. ‘They have sold the 
‘original home quarter now, but pan to eep the 
‘Anrameen quarters for living and farming. 

‘Peter and Dianna have two sons, KAR aged 
1M years, has altended Leslieville school ands 
nor at David Thompson, He is very active in 
Sports, DENNIS, aged. ine is. Leslieville 
‘School, Both boys belong to the Leslievile Cub 
find Scout Troup. 











THE CRAWFORDS, (JAKE AND BOB) 

Hohn Mownray Crawtora (Jake) was born in 
ast} in the shire of Peebles in Scotland. He as 
looking fora land of opportunity in 1904 when he 
Jeft Peebles smhere he had been employed in the 
fasworks, and crossed the ocean to Canada. His 
Shite, Margaret, had dled Teaving him with wo 
Small enildren, Robert who was six years af age 
fad Grace, two Years younger. They were left 
Scotland wlth thelr grandparents while thelt 
father journeyed fo Brookdale, Manitoba, where 
be found employment on a farm. 

‘ake remarried anda second daughter, Jean 











had been born in Canada, when he returned to 
Scotland two years later to take his to elder 
hildren (0 Canada also. After his return to 
Brookdate he moved his family afew miles away 
to Moore Park, where he had been offered an in. 
rease In wages to manage another fare isn 
come was now S19 4 month for elght months of 
the year and'Si0'2 month for the four winter 
ments 

Hs second wite ded in ehildirth when thelr 
tiny, third daughter, Etlen was born, welghing 
only one and one-half pounds. Her bassinet was 
‘Shoe box lined with coton baiting and somehow 
miraculously, he survived. Jake advertised for 
housekeeper and Miss Henderson arrived trom 
‘Toronto to.care forthe family, remaining With 
‘hem until 1382 

‘hired man who had worked with Jake on the 
farm, moved to Alberta and tent word back, ug 
Ing him to also take advantage ofthe opportunity 
torown his own an theough the Homestead Act 
Walon would alow alm Yo secupy and improve a 
‘quarter seetion. if he met his obligations within 
the preserved ime limi, he would receive the 

et that quarter and he could acquire another 
(quarter neafby, by paying San acreta purchase 
Ita was eaied 9 pre-emption. The Crawiord 
{amily moved to Manyberries, laid lal toa 
homestead and’ eventually” acquired # pre 
empiion as wel, 

‘htter "Bod completed his education, he 
assisted hs father” onthe farm GURINg” the 
Summer months and hauled coal from the mines 
fo Lelabridge in the winter. He served in the 
larmy during World War T and remembers hav 
{ng fo carry dead bodies out of the tents when 
the "ou" was rampant in 1818 

"Bao met ais future wite, Hilda Adams, at a 
Valentine Dance in Lethbridge, in 1919, after is 
Aischarge trom the army. Her parents, Annie 

zabetn and William Albert Adams, had left, 
Yorkshire, England, In 1811. Wiliam, born In 
181, was’ the eldest of 22 children ‘and had 





started working inthe coal mines at the tender 
‘age of 10 years tohelp support the large family 
After ne was marred, he worked £9 abtain Ihe 
‘apers which alowed hm to become. pit boss in 
the mines, He became very il snd they debated 
Whether to emigrate to Australia or Canada. A 
Younger brother, Tom had moved fo Canada and 
made his home in Lethbridge, Alberta, so hey 
Seclded fo follow htm and croséed the ocean with 
{heir four children, Hida, eight years of age and 
her three Younger brothers, Envan, Bile, and 
Stephen. There had been a suspected case of 
Smallpox on board the ship so they were quaran- 
{ined on St. Croix Island for 18 days before being 
allowed to enter Canada and to cantinue on thelt 
Journey be train to Letnbridge 

Hilda's rather frst obtained employment with 
the John Deere Company for a wage of twenty 
five cents an hour. Later he moved his family ta 
Diamond City where he received better wages as 
4 plt boss inthe ena mine. He augmented Nisin 
ome by transporting travellers, on thelr way 10 
land from Letabridge, across the Belly River in 
"rowboat, charging’ 29 cents. per person. He 
Bought farm tn 917 and then two cows for 
whlen ‘he ald $125, Prlees nad sen during 
World Way". Hilda's mother became noted for 
her batter when" she" seulpted Into delicate 
Hower petals for ker customers. Later they 
‘moved into Coalhurst where Willam Feceived a 
Inerease in wages as @ haulage boss In te coal 
Tine, Hilda's youngest brother, Bobby, was bork 
Inisis. She remembers well the “tli” epider 
Gf 1818-819" when she assisted in nursing the 
‘many’vietims and then came very lose 10 eat 
hersel, 

‘Bob and Hilda wore married on May 24, 1921, 
tn Cosnust and ved on Bots homestead neat 

fanybervies. Her parents bodght a farm near 
‘Bluffton and moved north tot in the same ear. 
Bob and Hilda's fest son, Bryan, was horn in 
13802 and ils brother Larry in 924 

“The crops in the ates had been very poor, 
year after Year, because of drought and the 
overnment offered the farmers free transporta 
fiom i they wished to move off thetr homesteads 
{oa new location, One day in 1824, the Watkins 
Salesman told Bob That he also would be a g008 
Salesman and urged him fo apply fora territory 
‘whlen was avallabe, bounded by Tanisfall onthe 
fouth, Lacombe on the north, and as far west a8 
he wanied to go. He-subraltied his application 
and was accepted. ‘The last thing that he did 
botore moving out was to pay his faxes in order 
that he would be allowed fo move his buildings 
and equlpment 

‘He drove his ponies pulling the medicine 
‘wagon from Manyberrtes fo Bluton distance 
(of S60 miles, Hilda followed by tran with Bryan, 
{two years of age, and Larry, a baby only two 
‘ees old. 

“Thoy had considered ving in Eckville but the 
MeTavish Tamlly whe had Been nelghbours In 
Coathurst, ‘had ‘purchased land northeast of 











Leslleville, so the Crawfords rented & Rouse In 
{Cesleville from Bill Barton unl the house was 
Dull which stood where Jon's Parkland Ol! and 
Gas Ltd. is now located. They sold this house to 
Soe Mannix apd bought the Pool Hal with living 





‘quarters, which was situated between the Pos 
Siti ana'theo1d Butcher Shop on Sain Street. 
Boo continued selling Watkins products nt 
Tom, at rst depending upon hs ponies to draw 
the medicine. wagon, then horses, which were 
Inter replaced bys ModelT Fora. ie depended 
‘pon fhe hosp os eustomers for fein 
while traveling through bis large teretory. He 
Mas tld, "There's no use going west of Rocky 
Mountain House, Bob. ‘There's no money out 
there! He found this also tobe true when Ne 
fullected taxes for the Mfunitpal Districts of 
Golsen West, Lochearn and Raven during those 
sities yeas. 

obs father, Jake, decided to relocate also 
and moved froin Manyberries to Leaievite 
$125. He bought te NW 199.15 from Clarence 
Fiteh and farmed unt 152 when he died at he 
age of 70 years. Mise Henderson moved imo @ 
Sal mouse wich Bob owned in Lense 284 
{ive there ntl er death in 1943 

‘One day in 192, Bob was otfered a dealership 
for (John Deere Farm. Eauipment and ne 
Teminisees, "That was te farting point it was 
{rom belng at down to up lte ott 

is business expanded, He was lso selling 
BA. Ol and Gas, eller, Dodge, Plymouth 
Ciyster ears and. trucks’ so. the Poot Hall 
Secame an office and a seaiton Was bul toa 
‘ommodate the equipment. 

"The family had also grown and now Included 
two daughters, Margarel, who had been bora a 
sry and Patrila in 1965. 

jildren and_adults allke were very 
resourceful In those sears providing much of 
{hel own enterealment A etrling rink was con 
SMructed of straw! There were four hundred 
guests in attendance at a Farmer's Ballin 128 
Esuteuguas were held in the Coramunity Hall 
Movies were shown, oceasionally and. the 
Children woul adapt some of the Incidents to 
Stage a "Great Pree” of thelr own, assembling 
Sil'the “kids”, baby buggtes, cas, Develes, 
Wagons, ete. — even going so far as fo ford the 
‘reieo fo burn one of etrmurnber a the sake! 
San Mehteckin was tied toa clothesline poe, 
the fire ara it, but everyone became frightened 
find ran away when the Fubber soles on hs run 
ting shoes began fo mel. Lellly his mother saw 
ivhat was happening. and reseved him fust tn 
time! One Hallowee the CAR. train stopped in 
Leslieville for water. MeCslluma’ outhouve was 
Ioaded ona flatear and transported to Nordese 
‘A bugay was taken apart, carried over a high 
‘board fence, plece by piece, and reassembled in 
‘Sam Gormigy's backyard which had no gate! A 
great deal of work was accomplished bY 
Threshing erews, wood sawyers, bern ralsings, 
‘llting bees but there was always time for 















‘relaxation and entertainment ater the work was 
‘one 

‘With the advent of World War 11, Bryan 
cnlsted inthe army and Larry inthe ar-foree 
‘Margaret married Bob Manning in 845 and they 
have two sons, Stanley and Larry, and one 
Gaughter, Peticia Bryan married June Hainer 
in 6 and they have one son, Rod, and (#0 
‘daughters Julie and Vick! Patria married Les 
‘ferguson in 961 and they’ nave three sons, Don, 
(Grant, and Dwayne, and two daughters, Gwen 
Sd Barbara. Larry married Norms Bateman i 
1964 and lives in Stettler. Margaret lives at 
Hartel Pa ives in Red Deer and Bryan ives on 
Grandpa Jake's farm south of Leslevilie, Rod 
Crawford married Barbara Bradshaw In 191 
They have a son, Blake, and live at Condor 
Corer, Viekt marsied Garry Bertagnolln 157. 
fd they live at Alhambra, Jolie married Laure 
Bertagaoll in 1972 They havea daughter, Kell 
fand.a son, Tereyl, and live i the Dovercourt 
Disttet Hob and Hilda now have 1) grand: 
Children and nine great grandchildren. ‘They 
‘celebrated their Sith anniversary in 197 

Bob became secretary-treasurer of the Rocky 
‘Mountain Sehool Division in 198 and they moved 
fo Rocky Mountain House after living in 
Leslieville tor. thirty-three years. 10 health 
forced him to retire in 1068. He is @ charter 
ember of the Leslieville Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and served as secretary 
for it years 

‘They continue to live in Rocky. Mountain 
House where Hilda Is actively Involved In the 
Memorial Presbyterian ‘Church Cholt and 
‘Women of the Church Group, the Hospital Aux 
Iary, the Women’s Insitute and the Ploneer 
CCenire Senior Citizens Group. 








(CUMMERFORD FAMILY 

Patsick (Dee.) Cummerford was born In 
ireland, and came to North Dakota, later moving 
to Potlatch, Tdaho. rom there’ he came to 
Lesitevile in 1818, accompanied by hs wife and 
two sons, George and Charles. He took land J 
horth of the present village, whlch came to be 
Known as the Cummerfora Ranch, In fdaho he 
hed’ practised the profession of veterinary 
Sclenee, and continued thls work when he came 
fo Canada, He died In United States in 1995. Hs 
trife, known affectionately by everyone a5 
"Grandma, Cummerfora”, continued to live In 
LCesileville unl she passed away. 

‘Besides taking up land, he and his two sons 
also purchased one of the. local stores, the 
Tesucvile Mercantil, which remained tn the 
{amily unit 1968, Chatles and his wife Harriet 
falso lived in Leslieville for ive years, Unt his 
health forced thelr return '0 the States. The 
Original store was located one block West of the 
Dreseat ste 

‘Ms, Eifie Cummertord and her son Pat, aged 
tour years, came to Leslieville in 1821 after the 
‘ath of her husband, Jack, In the United States, 

















‘She later married George, who, along with her 
Son Pat, operated the store for many years, 

‘Pat Cummertord married Jovee Bell, and 
‘hey lived in Leslee nt 1953, when the fami 
Jy moved to Rea Deer. along with his partner, 
Mr Al, Payne, Pat operated Central Alberta 
‘Muse Systems until 18. 

Pat and Jovee have three children, Mary Ann 
(airs, A-Machan), Betty Jean (Mrs. A. Ward), 
and Jack, who is married io Marilyn Cave, al of 
‘whom lve inthe Red Deer area, 

‘Pat died in 1917, His wife still makes her home 
in Red Deer, 


DEVEREUX, CYRIL (SI 
Devereus 

‘We lett Veteran, Alberta in October, 1943, 
Attra series of very dry years wlth dust storms 
and grasshoppers to put up with, we were looking 
for greener pastures. 

‘We bought the NW 3-40-45 and SE 3.404.05 
from Vance MeCarthy, two and one half miles 
horthwest of Leslieville We had an suetion sale 
‘down there and shipped a mlxed ear of livestock. 
‘phere; wellett anelghber iad to aceompany the 
Stock, and we came here in time to attend the 
‘Mccarthy sale to plek up some items we would 
eed. 

‘Nelghbors here were very good to us: the 
Senlebs, Halnsworths and Barrets had Us stay 
‘overnights at thelr places untl we got our house 
Inorder: the boys were small hen, Francis nine 





) AND KAY — by Sid 


and Wayne five, so they were not able to help 
mc 

‘About the time of MeCarthy"s sale we had 
heaty wet show and it turned gute co! but it 
Soon cleared up and the Snow al lft an Wwe had 
‘ery lite the ret of the winter, Francis farted 
olng to school st Campbell ust one quarter rile 
Sfway. Mrs. Norman was teaching atthe time, 

For a while Kay and I were very homesick 
‘and missed our old frlends and neighbors and 
also the wide open prairie. Our half section here 
Seemed very small; wale we had only one 
{Garter of seeded land down there, we had quite 
Slot of grazing lease, Tbelleve at 23e¢ per acre, 
{nd for crop lease ive gave one sixth fo the 

peeial Areas" Also inthe fall when the erops 
were in, we nad what they call Free Range and 
outa let our stock run oi I we wise 

‘As ime went on we made new friends and elt 
more at home here. On the prairie we had only 
fe neighbor less than a mle wat" here we bad 
eur, so dant feet nearly so isolated 

‘Gur first erop here in 1944 was Very good, the 
oats ran over 100 bushels per acre, whlch beiped 
‘ot, We were milking seven or eight cows and 
Started ralsing’pigs and keeping. some range 
ows, owe made out not too badly 

¥anols took Grade 1 and 12! Red Deer and 
then took up Alr Craft Engineering at Calgary 
‘Technical fnsltue, After finishing. the three 
years’ course there he Worked for AVRO. Air 
Graft th Toroato. He worked on, the ilbtated 
AVRO" Arzow and when. the “Government 
‘Cancelled the go ahead onthe was offered Jo) 
In Quebec city, for Defence Reaschevien 
Evablishment where he stl works. He Is now 
married and his wife works at he same place 





Wayne went through high school in 
Leslieville. tter graduation he took 8 Job with a 
Strveyiing outit for'a while, then fook's heavy 
‘equipment operators course in’ Idaho, USA 
‘ter graduating there he dd cat skinning, also 
fed a gravel trick for a while, now he (sin the 
beck hoe business and has also taken ove farm 
Over. He married Jackle Livingston in August 








1860, They have three children, Greg 15, Pam 34, 
land. Brad eight years, Jackie is presently 
employed at David Thompson High Schoo! as 
Librarian. 

"Kay and I are semi-retired and living on the 
acreage that Wayne and Jackie had previously 
on NW 1104.5, 


DOUPE, TOM. 

The ‘Tom Doupe family rented the Carl 
Holmes quarter in the Bingley district from 1832 
fo uae then from 1855 to 1944 they lived inthe 
Catios area 

in 194 they moved tothe Fred Street farm at 
Leslieville for four years. Then they rented the 
farm of Ernest Johnson (other inlaw of Bert 
Doupe), for anoiher four Years befare moving 10 
Victor, 

For family story, see the Carlos district, 


DURBIN, HENRY AND BRICKLE, CHARLES 
Cig Matie Marcia) 

Smother couple of "old bachelors” who came 
in the early Years were Henry Durbin and 
Charles Brit. They” also lived up back of the 
fll north of town and nad brought some seller's 
tects with them along with a yoke oxen. They 
‘were supposed to work ‘oyelher but lke most 
Dope wo try that, they found out ft lda’t work 
E> they spilt up and Brickle was he first to leave, 
Henry's mother came to say wits bm for 8 
‘hile but she too went back tothe States. Henry 
Durbin was very curious person, always asking 
‘questons, Ina few minutes of conversation Wit 
fm ne would nearly learn a person life history 
He too got tired of farm ite and left he count 
never to be heard of again 





ENNIS, WILLIAM— Information trom Eai 
Stoven'and Flory Bobier 

“One ofthe very early pioneers of Township 41, 
‘Bul Ennis, filed a homestead claim on June 12, 
3808, and lived the rest of his life in the north 
Leslieville area. He bomesteaded the S.E. 3-415 
WS, the quarter now owned by Dave Trevelyn, 
[eros the road wert of Centerviw Hall 

Bil Was bora near Port Carling, Ontario in 
1685, He moved west to Manitoba a8 young boy 
Later he came fo Alberta and Worked in the 
Eacombe and Blaekfalds area, He got 2 job at 
the very stable in Lacombe, He frelghted goods 
land Took people out to look for homesteads. One 
time ne even drove a Mounte ut to pick up law 
breaker. He joined the army tothe frst World 
‘War, but only got as far as Treland. 

‘Bil was "quite aladies man”, but remained a 
bachelor all His life. In the old days he owned 
Spanking team of drivers, and a nice bugey and 
ehttes, and no school teacher ever lacked far a 
way fo get fo a dance. He was always tere to 
Tenda hand in organising apleni ora dance, and 
he took an active part in school affatrs. He called 
the quadilies at all {he dances for many years, 
He was a neighbor highly respected and well 
ed by a 








Sometime about 1964 Bill retired tothe Wes 
view Lodge in Rocky Mountain House after spen 
‘ing 59 years on his land. 1m the fall of 1906 he 
assed away, and a former Washington Helghts 
feaener, and friend, ivy (Greentree) Houehen, 
frranged the funeral, and burial, In a Pleld of 
Honour in'a Calgary cemetery 





ENSIGN, THEODORE (TED) AND 
MARSHALL — by Mattle Martin 

vas possibly about 1907 or 1908 when Ted 
ensign eae to our district and setied an the 
Jad tthe foot of the Butte Hil hich had been 
Yecated by Mr- Johnny” Campbell. Wek hima 
‘came a young man named Lelgh (Lee) Medtillan 
‘oho also took a quarter near there. They were 
‘glte a pair of bachelors, especially Ted, who 
‘as note for is pancakes. Whenever there Was 
X'plenie of a parly Ted would always offer 10 
mate the pancakes and they were good too, He 
‘wasn't much ofa farmer and used to boast about 
how he had gone to “Okla State University 
Someone Jokigy emarced one ime that he had 
[Bone in one door and out the other” Be that abit 
hay, Ted was a very likable kd of person and 
tame from a very fine family as we found out 
fatter his parents had visited here one summer. 
‘They were nice people, the father belng a 
Methodist minister Ted Was a Very good enor 
Singer and was a member ofour chor atthe Hite 
Tog ehuren for many’ Years, and was always wil 
Ina to Rep wth anhhing that was bene hel in 











Marshall nis younger brother, came out ater 
and lived with Ted on the farm but he aid not 
fate foo kindly to farm work so didnt stay too 
Tong and Went back to the States. Ted, however, 
‘stayed on, helping to clerk at MeKinon's store 
fora lon time and finally married Miss Julla 
MeXinnon. She passed away not too long after 
And is buried in he Lesievie cemetery, Several 
Sears after, about 1960, Ted was married fo Sr, 
Him MeCairol and they lived at Condor and 








Nisku until his passing a few years ago. Before 
Nis marriage he lived for some. time with Ms 
{ends at Withrow ~long enough toe jong’ 
eferred to a8 "Mayor of Withrow" Ted, a8 he 
‘was called, was. well Informed, corsmunity 
Spirited and well Lked 


LARS ERTISLAND FAMILY — LESLIEVILLE 
‘iy Marie Guenther 

{Ears Brisland came to Alberta inthe spring 
of 1916 and worked for Mr. Eggen at Blackfalds 
for a few months to earn enough maney to move 
the rest of the family and belongings up here 

"in Oregon they had owned two houses and a 
wo acre farm at Eugene. These were traded 
Straight aeross fortwo quarters n Alberta, sight 
tnseen. One of hese quarters was the one west af 
Eesiievie where the Eritslands eventually bull 
‘big house whlch Is sil there, now owed by 
arin Vandenberg. ‘This quarter had been 
homesteaded by Mr. E. Pryor. The other quarter 
‘was to and one-half mlles north of Albambra 
Xenes and her husband later bough and lived of 
itis quarter I had been homesteaded by Mr, 
Woods, The remains of is log cabin can sl be 
seen along the ereck bank. 

Th July, Ib, the younger members of the 
‘lta family’ and thelr mother, Anna Mari, 
arrived at Leslieville, The children were Paul 
(Ga), Taa (3), Agnes (I, Alma (nine), and 
Esther (seven) 

"The fist Year that the Exitslands were here, 
Lars had planted potatoes at Blackfalds where 
be was working. In the fll nis good wife, Anna 
‘Marie, went and dug them. She hag them hauled 
fo the ralway tracks, intending to fag down the 
fain and get them moved home to Leslieville 
For some teason the train eign" stop, so she 
Sayed overnight with lends. After "making 
Srtangements to bave her potatoes put on the 
next rain she set out to walle home down the 
(racks aad walked all but 1 miles when she was 
siven a ride on a speeder 

Ta May, 1917, emma (1) and Hilda (28) eame 
up from Oregon. Hilda taught shoo! at Bingley 
Uh the fall of 817 when she returned to Oregon fo 
marry Vietor Stratton, In Iii they moved 0 
Alberta to homestead ai Condor. Hilda Taught in 
Several schools inthe area over the years and 
after they moved to Red. Deer she taught 
‘ildren et the Brovinelal Training Senool for 
any years. She now lives in Mission, B.c- They 
fave soven children: Julla (Mrs. von Hollen) 
Of Hatae, B.C. Victor of England, Lilian 
“Geceased), Davia and Luclile of Gregen, US.A. 
‘nd Douglas and Daniel in the U.S.A. 

ima gota Job teachiag in Prairie Rose 
sSenool in 817" at that time it was between 
Leslieville and Condor. In 1918 Emma taught at 
‘Taimi where she was the ist teacher in the ds 
Inlet, She lved upstairs in the Old log house that 
‘Was used asa school foom, She married Andres 
Hlortaas, a minister. They ilved at yivan Lake 
and ‘held "services in many areas between 

















ek fou a, Ama and Ages Ea, oa ow: Mr 


Rimbey, Leslieville, Alhambra and Syivan Lake. 
From there they moved {0 Macrorie 
Saskatchewan, where they lived for 30 years 
‘Then they moved to Calgary where Andrew died, 
‘Emma now lives in Camrose. ‘They ‘had one 
Adopted daughter Frelda, wholives in Camrose. 

Tn 822, Oscar (26) moved to Leslieville after 
the death of his wifeinafirein Chicago, bringing 
with him his two year old daughter, Esther. He 
later married Mildred Magrath sind maved to 
Calgary, then later to Lethbridge where his wife 
sti ves. Oscar dled in 10h They have six 
tullaren besides Esther who Is at Woodstock, 
Iino. "They are Bernard (in US.A.), Dorotny, 
Marie, Lawrence, Rosalind, and Carol (tn Van: 

Tala, the oldest daughter, married Jappe 
Dahle in’ Minnesota and remained there ona 
farm toraise nine beys and one gil and as far as 
{s known they live in the United States. Ske died 
in 38. 

Of the family who came to Alberta in 1816, 
Lats died in 183 of a stroke, Anna Marie, the 
‘other, remained on the farm with Paul for 
any sears, eventually moving o Alhambra to 
live near Agnes. She lived ta be 96 Years and 
lived alone, looeing after herself Unt dhe was 8h 
At ihe age of 9, Anna Marie was discavered 
{pon her porch Foot one day Feshingling She 
was very aetive til she broke her hip 4, in 
fallin the house, 

‘Paul remained on the farm until 1970 when he 
retired to Red Deer with his wie, the former 
(Cect Hogherg whom he married in 1818. He dled 
of cancer in J8tt 

‘da married Rudy Lowe of Blackfalds and 
lived ona farm there fll her death in 196 of 
cancer. They had twelve children, two of whom 
‘ed in thelr teens, Peter lives in Australia, Lor= 

















1a in Red Deer, Lawrence in Calgary, Marjorie 
Inimbey, falphin Alberta, Betty ia Red Deer, 
Donald In Calgary, Dorothy in Mirror, Norman 
in Warburg, and Thelma in Lacombe 

‘Agnes taught school a Hay Lake for one year, 
at Hlarmonian for two years and at Leedale and 


Hoadley. 

ther taught at Fuller and Midland Shoots, 
ther and: Agnes married brothers, Fart and 
Victor Stouings and farmed at Rimbey for 
several years, n 168 Agnes and Vietor moved to 
‘inambra were they farmed for afew Fears 
‘Renee aught sehool at Alhambra, for many 
‘ars, Tey olsed one boy and three Bis 
Robert is married and has tw dlldren. The 
family lives in Red. Deer. Marie (rs. 
Guenther) ives in Alhambra district and’ has 
five sons and fro daughters, Myrtle (Mis. J,von 
Holten) tives in Haney, Bland. has three 
ellen, Helen (Mrs. C. Andrews) tives In 
Blacktalds and has three chiidren. Agnes died in 
‘Dor of cancer 

Esther and Earl and thee fo boys moved to 
Saunders where Earl worked for ie forestry. 
While there they ad two gins. Cet! and Lars 
Ye married endive in Edmonton. Shirley (ts. 
Ghaimers) lives In Caroline, They have 10 
children, Mavis (irs. W- Weber) lives in 
llgary. ‘They are expecting ther frst chil ths 
Seat They eventualy retired fo Jasper. Esther 
Bled of cancer a eT - 

‘hima taught at Leedale for flv years, She 
mattied ‘Bernard von ‘Tettenborn and. they 
farmed at Rimbey til the death of her husband, 
‘Alma’ then moved fo Rimbey and then to Red 
Deer witere'she-now lives at the Centennial 
parte: They nave two sone and thee daughters: 
Bernard; ns, Linda, Mark and Belty-Ann, Ber 
hard and Gladys with their family ive at Round 
Hills Iis (ss. Nast) ves in Victoria and Has 
lait children, Linda fs married has fay 
Sa ves in Edmonton, Mark is married and 
fesides in Edmonton, BettyrAnn is married end 
they have one chs they live In Eastern 
Canad 








FENIG, R. 

Ty Raymond Fenlg, was born January 1895 at 
zagiow near Porn, Meklenberg, East Ger: 
any. I understood from my father that the 
fame Feng was an alferatlon from Fennigan, 
{is my parents were supposed fo have come {fom 
ireland 

‘My’ father was a bullding contractor and also 
for awhile Mayor and also in charge of the fire 
brigade of Zagrow. I remember well, a very 
Tarde chureh my father had bullt where T used to 
‘ing as'aenoir boy. I iad a very large organ and 
{rbeautifal picture hanging over the altar, whlch 
have heard the Russlans took after they oc 
fupied East Germany. 1 aftended. school in 
‘ater 

Tn May 1912 {lmmigrated tothe US.A. to live 





‘with my aunts at Seranton, New York. Between, 
{SLL{sLe fused to go west f work on farms, par 
ticularly at harvest time, Tn. 18, T bought 2 
(quarter of land near Hertetiela, Weils County in 
orth Dakota: My first erop was most fax with 
Sorne wheat The same year Tvotuntecred for the 
[irmy but vas turned down on physteal grounds, 

Tn 817 Lenllsted ln the army but was ds 
‘charged later in he Year. Tthen went est {0 
Seattle and found a Job riveting in Skinners 
Shipyard, until Twas lad of due fo the sump in 
Ship bullding after the end ofthe fst war. 

From Seattle 1 wont to Aberdeen, Washington 
to work ina Togalng carp, ths was in 192. T 
‘worked on the steam engines. One of these was 
ated at 000 H-P. and was ballt by Washington 
iron Works, They bull sx ofthese engines and 
then stopped as they were too heavy to move, 
Oliver Salmon and Farry Godin worked atthe 
same ml 

Towned a small acreage just outslde of Aber- 
deen and built @ Rouse on il. Thad become ac- 
‘Wualnted with a ar. Wiliam Turner who owned a 
fuarter Just south of the present Cross loads 
Store (ls lad is now owned by Russ Parr). Mr. 
‘Turner told me about Alberta 

in, 1929 I's0ld my. properiy and moved to 
Alverta coming up through Kingsgate. 1 brought 
{er lees furniture hme, wich came by 
ral 

T remember a territle hal storm that wiped 
out everything around Leslieville Just after T 
frrived, however, just amlle north there was no 
fall. 

bought the quarter Jack Leslie now owns, 
the SW 24405. 1 plowed 42 acres and broke seven 
Actes the first year, and dug a 40 fot well, Just 
South of the house where Jack lives now. This 
‘yas really good water, but unfortunatly, where 
Tug was on the road allowance andthe well was 
filled In when the road was surveyed, 

fn 1904 sold the SW 28-0. fo Paul Hansinger 
for four very small heifer calves and 400 board 
feet of? lumber. Imoved tthe W 34 16405, 
Known asthe Moser place. (Henry Moser worked 
at felghting and bulidng in Billings, Montana). 
{rented this Moser land for about 10 years, and { 
falso farmed the NW 30403, known as the Car] 
Hloimes place and also the NE‘-40°5 at the same 

"Around 143 I bought the SW 22405and Tater 
bought the NW 22 to make a half section, This 
later quarter was homesteaded by Gordon Tink's 
father f bought a D2 “eat” in 1948, {vas the 
first in the district. 

“In 19641 sold this land to Dennis Anderson, 
although I continued to ive there for awile. In 
itor {bought the land tarmed. by Gilbert 
Malttand © 3416, In 1972 sold ths land and 
Feld fo Rocky for 3 year 7s 

Tigi, gol tired of blag retired ana bought 
the NE 441.8 where Pam farming now. I have 
Cleared nearly al of the quarter since T came 
here, 














‘Lam now 88 years of age, and keeping quite 
actve, busy and enjoying life 


FOURNIER, GEORGE — (by Mattie Martin) 
(George Pournler was a qulet nice young man 
‘who came trom eastern Canada about 1907 ot 
1108 and fook up land on the Blueberry All. He 
‘was just a very young fellow and trying fo farm 
‘without too much money and machinery was a 
Task he couldn't cope with so he alan stay too 
Ioag tn the district. He used to come to church 
and to any plenles or other affairs tnat were held 
‘and we ll thought. alt of hima but he let after 
Short stay and Went back to is former home. 


FREYLINGER, PETER AND HELENA 
FAMILY — by Mrs, Walter MeMockin 

Peter Frevlinger was born in Esch sur 
Alzete, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg on June 8, 
16, the son of Neolas Freytinger and Katherine 
Semis 

Helena Sassel was bor In Esch sur Alzete, 
‘Grand Duchy’ of Luxembourg August 8, 380 the 
‘Saughter of Michel Sessel and Suzanne Reuter 

My parents grew up in Luxembourg whers 
the ofneial languages are French and German 
‘while the national language is Luxembourgeols. 
“They tecelved thelr education there, 

ih 19, Dad immigrated fo Canada, at frst 
being employed in Nova Scola, and a year later 
fame ‘west To. Coalhursi, Alberta where he 
‘worked in the coal mines. Mother joined hien 
there a year or 30 later, 

Tn his quest for a farm Dad came to Centrat 
Alberta and the Hespero — Evergreen area. In 
{s18 they bought the former Lawrence Fritch 
farm (SW Is-i-4 WS) and moved there, 

‘Dad wanted a bush farm, lots of bush — the 
prairies were so barren of trees and windy. He 
Bot it and speat many" years clearing the land 
fnd breaking it, to make it stable for mixed 
farming. The work was done by horses, The trac: 
for being used much, mueh later in farming 
operations 

"There was an abundance of wild berries, 
Aowers and wildlife right on the farm. Prairie 
‘hekens and rabbits were very plentiful, This 
Dut meat'on some pioneers’ tables when not 
Iich else was available 

"Roads were bulll with Rorses, scrapers and 
lots of "man power”. Tey were dist, and in 
marshy places corduroy with de. In the spring 
fome of these became boggy and inundated and 
ine sirt was washed away’ or the logs sank into 
the bog, so had to be repaired. Inthe winter the 
‘Show difts were very Righ across the roads in 
places and travel was almost impossible, 

“Travel was by horse, sleighs and eutiers in 
the winter and wagon, democrat oF buggy inthe 
summer. Cars were very rare. We rode 
horseback, walled, (some had horses and bugey 
forselgh) fo get to our one room school, We ved, 
three miles trom Dalsy’ Nook, the school we 
attended, Grades 1 f0 8 were taught there In the 
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‘carly years and later in the 30's high school. One 
feacher taught all these grades — including the 
igh schoo 

"The teachers T remember are: Mr. Stewart 
‘Meeres, my Grade I teacher and folowing him, 
Mr. Glenworih Jones, Ms. Norman Lougheed, 
Mlis Hilda Lawrence’ cnow Mrs, Jonas Ander 
Son), Miss Atlen Titman and Betty Baldwin 
iow Mrs. Robin Harty}, the fast ot whlch 
{ust pay tribute to for helping sal so digentty 
In our quest for senfor matriculation. 

Box socials and dances nearly always raised 
funds for our annual Christmas concert and’ 
Community plenle always ended the school ear. 

"The nearest doctor, i there was # resident 
one, was Eekvlle, Rocky’ Mountaln ‘House oF 
ed Deer. 

“Telephones were few, our closest being at 
Frank Cerny’s one and’ half miles distant 
Radios were rare_ antl the 90's. when. they 
Became more common. ‘The hand. wound 
framophone was one source of musi: few had 
these. Coal oll or gas lamps were used {or 
lghting and wood foF heating 

Holldays sueh as Christmas and Easter were 
spent and shared with neighbors; few nad 
Felatives near. Nelghbors sited each other 
biten “and” an evening’ of entertainment. was 
Sometimes playing cards, the arcordian or other 
musical Instrument, the gramophone and con 
Wersing and the serving of lunch and coffee 

‘Most social events were hed inthe one room 
school, such as dances, concerts, an occasional 
Silent movie and ehureh services. All partook in 
these occasions, young and old intermingled, 
‘They were truly family get togethers 

"3 community hall was an urgent need Both 
rmy- parents were active in community affairs 
find participated in every way they coud to help 
inthe building and management of the 
Evergreen Hall 

‘Dad served as a school trustee onthe Dalsy 
Nook School Board for many years and was aso 
the nit ea napectr and oad Foreman 
(Gren road batting and repairing ook pace) at 
one time, eigias 

‘Dad was of a serious nature: was an avid 
realer wth a deep passion for learning. He was 
fn inleresting conversetionallst and’ loved to 
‘eeall events he pas, I'm sure his friends and 
Aelghbors. will recall hearing the tale of {he 
Gbstinate horse he once owned on the praies = 
that nothing on earth could move ~ once it had 
Geelded to siop, no matter where, and also ofthe 
{imme when he came to this area in search of land 
in dJune, upon ooking out of the window in the 
‘araing, there wat anoW on the ground not 
‘uch encouragement fo a would-be-farmer 

‘Mom was ofa Jolly, fun foving nature and en 
joyed both young and old Her family, home and 
farm were her ie 

Both Mom and Ded spoke several languages 
fluently. but in all the years met ony two people 
‘with whom they could converse in Laxem 




















bourgeois — 3rs. Bonk, whose husbend had the 
Blacksmith shop at Hespero and. Mtr. Matt 
Hoven, a farmer of the Gaeta dlstrict, 

‘Burials often took piace on the home farm in 
the early years and a0 the body’ of Me. Buchta 
St, father of Albert, and son-nlaw of ME 
Fritch, rests on the his of the farm. 

‘During the ensuing years. my parents 
received their eltlzenship papers and became 
EBitish subjects, They were proud to be a part of 
thet adopted land. 

"Tey had three ehlldren: 

Tifoon Mlehael John of Mission, B.C. bora in 
Esch sur Alzette, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 
fon September 8, 1910. He le now retired from ihe 
logging industry whlen he was employed. He 
‘married Cara Belle Wright of Keremeos, B.C 
lind they have a family of four, Theodore (Ted, 
Dartene, Shela and Cheryl 

Pry aughter, Catherine Helene born at 
Coalhurst, alberta, January Il, 1813. She 
Married Gudbjorn ‘Tharlakson of Markervile, 
Alberta, They lived in Markervile, Evergreen, 
Benaito and Red Deer. He was a cream hauler, 
mechanic, rueker, farmer and school Janitor 
The had three children: Kenneth Peter of 
Calgary, born on November 15, 1940, Donald 
Glare ot'Toronte, Ontario, born on March 1, 1847 
fand Myrna Lots bora August 2,194, whose un. 
timely’ passing’ on December 48, 1852 brought 
‘deep sorrow fo their ves. Catherine passed 
fiway on February 22, 1970, Gudbjora presently 
fesldes in Red Deer 

wz daughter (myself) Cecllla Anna (Mrs. 
Walter McGregor MeMeekin of Lesievile) barn 
at Coalhuest, Alberta on June 14, 1817. Walter 
find Ilived in Calgary walle be Served in the 
Royal ‘Canadian Airforce and. after sds: 
‘charge, moved to Leslieville where he managed 
{esleville Motors until it changed ownership in 
B15, He remains. tere. presently as Head 
‘echanie, We are blessed with three sons and 
iiree daughters, as recorded. in the Walter 
‘MeMeckin history 

Mother passed away on October 14, 155, A 
xyear later Dad sold the farm to Wenzel Kubik 
{im and moved fo the town of Rimbey where 
fe resided until his passing on October 12,1967 








GALOT, MR AND FAMILY — (by Matte Mar 
in 

he NW 24:39.5.W5 had been homesteaded by 
Leslie Reilly In 1906 but ase had recelved an ap- 
polntment at the Merchant's Bank In led Deer 
fe gave up the land and ME. Galot applied for it 
and got it Ase did not have enough money 10 
Dulld a big house he made a dugout in he side of 
the ml, ribbed tt up nicely Inside, and sent for 
his family. 

“They tame and were frustrated when they 
say where they had fo lve but made the best of 
the sftustion and seon settled down. There was 
Manne, Galot, Jeanne, Angelle and a nice litle 
boy. Maurice’ Jeanne found employment at Mrs. 
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Bureau's, Angelle went to work at Innisfil 


there she magried, and Maurice in later years 
went to Maple Crock and til farms there. This 
land, ater the Gals let, became the nome of 
the Tom Davenport fara 


GIBSON, THE GORDON FAMILY 

Gordon was born in Moose Ja: 
‘saskatchewan, He received his early education 
in Congress, Saskatenewan. Most of hls high 
School ‘subjects were through correspondence 
courses, He attended the Fundamental Bible 
School st Port Coquitlam, British Columba, and 
fame fo this area in 190 fo pastor at tke Withrow 
Gospel Mission, In 1042 he married Freda Bott, 
bldest daughter of ars, Keltha and the late Fred 
Bott of the Withrow area. Freda grew up on the 
{amily farm along with her seven brothers and 
two sisters, She attended the Shady’ Lane shook 
tnd also the Fundamental Bible Senool at Pert 
Coquitiam, B.C. It was during thle stay at 
Withrow 6a: October 4 1843, that thelr frst 
Aleughter, Joy, was bore. Together the three of 
{hem travelled around in thet old 25 Chevrolet, 
feven taking. thelr goat along. whenever they. 
planned to be away for several days, On one of 
fhe trips out west of Rocky Mountain House fo 
plek blueberries, the goat was sting on the back. 
Feat of the ear when they boarded the ferry 10 
rose the river. I was the ferryman’s Job 10 
fount each passenger and keep a record of It 
‘Well he even counted the goat as ane of the fam 
Jy, She was a pet aswell asa goed source of milk 
but was also a nuisance at times. While on ths 
ftp they slept it a bathnouse on a straw tle 
There was a window with ao glass init but a slab 
nailed overt Inthe early hours ofthe morning, 
{bear eame and lookedin the window at them. It 
‘yas lucky there was. slab over the window. AS 
They were leaving for Rome, lv had just rained. 
‘They went n tne alte, We pushed the car out but 
{Rwent inthe ditch on ine other side, This ime It 





































fad to be jacked out. In spite of all the ln 
Conveniences, they took home lot of blueberries 
‘which made the frp worth fa 

‘One experience the Gibson's had while they 
lived at Withrow will never be forgotten. Freda's 
brother Dave had talten them te Withrow in a 
Wagon todo some work around the chureh At the 
lime the Horseguard River would flood ia the 
Spring and flow over both approaches 9 the 
‘ridges, While they were at Withrow the banks of 
the rver had flooded over the road, They started 
feross the water and the wagon box began To 
feat off the wheels and carriage of the wagon 
fand by the time they sesehed the bridge it Was 
Just hanging on by a peg. Rather than taking any 
fhanoes on crossing over the opposite appreach, 
{hey decided to leave the wagon along. with 
horaes" harness onthe bridge and ride the horses 
back to Withrow as the ‘other approach, Was 
Geeper and switter than the one they had Just 
frossed. Dave had to stay with Gordon and 
Freda tnt he river went down, 

‘The Gibson's pastored at Withrow and Dia 
‘mond Valley for'a number of years and then 
‘moved to New Raven to pastor the Gospel Mis: 
sion there. It was while they were at New Raven 
‘hat Gordon decided to teazh school, He took his 
Grade Twelve at Dickson School It was also at 
{hls time on Jonuary 19,1947, that thelr som, Daa 
ny was born. In the fall of that year Gordon 
ltended the University of Alberta fo prepare for 
his teaching. In the spring of 2948 he began 
teaching at the Medicine Valley school. ‘helt 
fist trp to Medicine Valley wes when thelr 
brother, Ede, took them and thelr belongings 
In lumber Wagon. Again the Horeeguard river 
‘Was Hooded and the water was cunning over the 
oad but they'made lt across without any trouble 

In September 1948 they moved to the Wolfe 
school and ilved in the teacherage, During thelt 
first winter at Woe ther means of transport 
tion was a horse named Fanny, loaned to them 
by the late Garnet MeLean and a cutter. Many 
UUnes they walked to Withrow for the mall o 10 
Bitend churen, Sometimes the snow was Very 
deep and drifts were high, As sooa as they could 
Sttord it they bought a Model A Ford. Taey ate 
Tote of praise chickens and got another triendiy 
oat to supply them with milk and to follow the 
Schoo enldren around, 

Teas In January 1851 that they moved back 
to the Medicine Vaiey School, As ihe school had 
4 very large enrolment hls wife helped with his 
teaching by supervising the lower grades. The 
highlights ‘of the school year" were’ the’ ball 
ames, pleales andthe Christmas concerts 
Which stall lasted at last two hours. They’ tn 
‘luded dialogues, recitations, dis, songs by the 
‘whole sohool aswell as soios and duets, The 
School was always Jampacked for thete events, 

“Alter leaving Medicine. Valley the Gibsons 
moved to Bsvarts Where Gondon taught for one 
Year. On May 4, 1954, their second daughter, 
‘Maxine was bors. Soon atter this happy event 








{ook place they moved to Leslevile where they 
have'made thelr home since, 

‘On May 15, 1885, thelr third daughter, Carol 
was born and iwo years later on February 1? 
AW, thelr Second on, Dale. was, born. Carol 
‘graduated trom David Thompson High School in 
‘Tune, 197, She lives In Rocky Mountain House 
land is a stenograpner for the Department of 
Soctal Services. Dale is living at home aad is 
attending David Taompson High School, Thelt 
daughter, Joy, married “Allan Brososky of 
Eckl. allan’ was employed with Molander 
[Brothers for about fen years before he and his 
farnlly moved to Fort MeMurray where he fs now 
employed with Great Canadian Ol Sands, They 
have four children, Debra attending High Schoo! 
Howard in Junior High, Blain in Elementary 
School, ana a foster child, Eldon at home. 

“Tae Gibson's so, Danny, lives ona farm near 
Innisfail with his Wile, Jidy and thelr three 
daughters. Susan and Jenny attend clementary 
Scnool in Tanistal Tueir new baby’ daughter 
Charlotte Anne, was born November 4, 1977 
Danny ls country Sales manager fr the AG-Viser 
Pubileations in Red De 
mess me 

















































(Gos Fay at He Due Mae 2 


‘Their daughter, Maxine is married to Paul 
Depner and they live at Rocky Mountain Flouse, 
They have a two Year old son, Clay. Paul is 
employed In oll Yield. work, Maxine ts a 
Stenogrepher for the Department of Agricaltre, 

‘After twenty-six years of teaching school Gor 
don retired in 197. He enjoys curling, playing 
horseshoe and gardening. He also does some sub 
Teaening 


‘ME GLASSPOOLE FAMILY — submitted by 
Mrs, Frances Lyons and Mrs, Margeret Hal 

Tillam Wallace Glasspoote, born in March, 
sein and Hannah Kate Dodge, born April 8, 1598 
inwWebster Rooks County, Kansas, US.A., were 
married on. Novernber” 36, 1914. Their eldest 
laughter, Frances Ellen, was born October 15, 
{i and Evelyn Jane was bora april 18, 1917 
Both were born in Cour D'Alene, Taaho, US.A. 

Th 191 the faraily moved to Canada, andiived 
In quite a few different arees. They’ lived for 
fdwille at Carlos, Alberta, and this is where 
James Henry was born on September 10) 198 
‘The family. then moved trom Carlos to 
Leslieville. and then fo Horberg, Alberta where 
Me, Glasspoole worked as a pumpman for the 
CNR, Havashere that Wiliam Rex was born on 
pul. 1, Andrew Martin on October 1923, 
‘ahd Margaret Bama on February 23, 195, 

Tn 1043 the family, moved back to the 
homestead at Leslieville ut didn’t stay therefor 
‘ory’ long. The next move was to Ted Pasign’s 
Tarn, where Berry Arlene was born on June 23 
bt, Here, also, Frances, Evelya and James all 
Sarted fo’ school They attended the Campbell 
Schoo! (or Bute, as it was somelimes called.) 

"The next move was to Allx in 1908 where Mr. 
GGlasspoole nad a pumpman’s job for ihe CNR. 
flere two more. ehllgren were born: ‘Dorothy 
‘Annette on September 1, 1909 and. vere 
‘Wallace on December 13, 1838. 

‘Mr. Glasspoole passed away on February 18, 
1048 ai the age of 7 years. Mrs. Glasspooke ves 
{ig Red Deer, andn April, 187 she was 78 years 
of a. 














GORE, JOHNNY — (ty Mattie Martin) 
"Fohiny wae & small boy im stature Dut ith @ 
heart of gold Inside him. He was sent out from. 








‘Bngland, asa Jt of others were, to be a helper 
fon farm s0 he lived with the MfcLeans near 
{Tate Meganticand came west with them. Living 
berose from the Hopkins place he became well 
ftogualated with {nem end later married the 
Gidest daughter, Ethel. He bull a tle house in 
{stevtte twhleh Is now the W. Hall) and they 
lived happily these for some time til one day 
Someone wtiom the! Uked better came along 
land she went away with him and ltt tle John 
fay. He was very upset s0 the MeKinnon's took 
Him under thelr wing and he was thelr faithful 
friend forever. He joined the army during the 
first World War and Wasa bugier. Latere was & 
fdrammer in the orchestra that we had in hose 
‘days but finally he took sick and passed away at 
fhe hospital in Rocky Mountaln House and is 
buried in the Leslieville cemetery. 








AINSWORTH, THE JOSEPH FAMILY — by 
‘Art Hainsworth 

‘Joesph Halnsworth came to Canada trom 
England with his parents when Re was seven 

fas oldy inthe year 2. Mary Hogg came 
irom Scotland with her parents in the year 188 
when se sas six years og. Both families settled 
Insanitoba not fat from Winnipeg. tn those days 
It took three weeks to cross from Britain to 
Canad, Most of that fime was spent in lower 
Geek's the. seas were too Tough to allow 
passengers on apper deck, with ihe typeof ships 
sed in those days. 

“They met and were married in Winnipeg on 
May"; 39%, spending the next 16 years in Los 
[Angeles U.S.A, where thelr family Increased by 
{wo sons and four daughters. In 1918 they 
Ferurned to Canada, ving one year at Red Deer 
‘Aiberta where Dad worked for Hewson Draying 
Gothey then rented. a farm near EVarts, a 
Small town along the Burat Lake Tra. Ths 1s 
where twas born in August 1818. The farm they 
ented was sold and in May, 1920 ey moved (08 
half section farm, SW 10304.W5, SE 8404.16, 
five miles north and west of Leslieville which 
they purchased from Mr. J. Mc MacDonald of 
Eekvite. Tt was formerly, homesteaded by 
‘Mr Ted Ensign, an arly setter in the district, 

in the winter my father and oldest brother 
Jon took teams and. Worked in the lumber 
amps of Fishers and Phoentx, hile my older 
frother and sisters cared fr the livestock on the 
farm: In H2) another son was born, and in 1925 
the family was completed bythe birt of another 
danger 

“Among my earliest memories ofthe farm was 
dad seeding grain by hand from tubs inthe back 
btatwagon, and harrowing the grain ito the sll 
‘witha drageharrow. Tis proved to produce very 
{bundant erops. Although in tose days with the 
Slow ripening varieties of grain It turned out 0 
ie greenfeed more often than grain. 

nthe late 2's a horse powered nay baler was 
obtained and many carloads of hay were baled 
{hroughout the aistriet by my dad and two older 























brothers. Most ofthe hay was loaded in boxcars 
fnd shipped west to the logging camps of the 
Inlnes at Nardegg and Alex 

“Tue rst threshing I remember was done by a 
small hand fed separator anda straw carrier in 
Head ofa blower, This straw had to be forked 
‘vay’ from the end of the carrier by hand to pre 
‘ven it piling up and plugging. 

eater most of the threshing was done by Mr. 
Card's steam powered separator and a lange 
crew. Itseemed tome more time was spent mov 
lng from one smal eld to another than I took to 
thresh them, On occasions the big steam engine 
‘would bog down in the many soft mud holes in 
{healstriet at that time, It wasn't long belore our 
lose neighbor got a high elevator wooden separ 
‘tor and a Rumely tzactor. As there were Ro 
Sugers at that lime, the grain was elevated to 
bout 1 feet then run down a pipe ino the grain 
bin or wagon. 

by oldest brother and slater were through 
setoo] when we moved to the Leslieville district, 
‘The reat ofthe family obiained thee schocing a 
the Campbell Sehea, arhieh was situated at ihe 
foot of the big il othe present Albert Morus 
farm. As I-remember there was always & 
Hiinsworth odo the janitor work tthe sehoo.£ 
put in three sears at It forthe much appreciated 
Ealary’of & a month. Many were the mornings 
lest before daylight and waiked, (or ran) the one 
fndone half riles across country to ight the fre 
‘nly to have the teacher come and send the fo 
Gr three of us who gol there home, when the 
{emperature ras 40 or Fabrenhel 

‘Dad and Mother celebrated their 50th wed. 
ting anniversary’ on the fara in 1992, They 80 
felebrated their 60th anniversary” Inthe 
Lesiteville community hall In 1982, Mother 
passed away in October of hat year, atthe age of 
Bi vears 

in January 1962 1 married Verna Doupe of 
victoria, B.C: Dad lived with us onthe farm until 
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his passing tn the West Park Nursing Home in 
Aprll 12 at the age ofS 

‘Verna and Ispent 1 years on the farm, then 
sold itvto may nephew Steven Hainsworth and 
‘wie, Priscila (nee Robinson) of Aurora, who 
kare presently on the farm ‘with thelr” three 
chien 

Bight of the nine children borm to Me. and 
Mrs. Joe Hainsworth are sill ving in Alber, 

“John; a wldower retired from farming, lives 
in "Rocky Mountain House, Miss Daisy 
Hainsworth passed away in 1968, Helen, (At. 
Wesley tteNett retired trom farming, lives 
Eekville. Charile retired from worklng for the 
CPR. and ives at Sylvan Lake, Florence, (rs 
‘George Barret), retired fom the farm to live in 
Delburne. uth, (Ors. Donald MacDonald) 
Hives. in Fort Saskatchewan, Verna and I 
(Carina) ive on am acreage else to Lestievile 
My brother and hls wife, Davia and Betty farm 
at Leslleville ‘and Dave also. works for 
Homestead Oil. They have five boys, Gordon, 
Steven, Barry, Brent and Lyle 

“Gordon married Doreen ‘Thompson and they 
farm’om the original Jim ‘Thompson farm 2nd 
also. work on all rigs. They have two boys 
Mattnew and Kevin 

‘Steven. and Prisellla, on the Hainsworth 
omepace Have {wo wis anda boy: Tring 

Barry married Beverley Yarbrough and they 
live on the Dave Hainsworth farm and he works 
fn oll drilling rigs. They have one daughter 

‘Brent and Lyle are stil at home and attending 
David Thompson High School 








HALL, REG AND GLADYS 

"Reg and Gladys Hall eame to Leslieville from 
Rocky Mountain House inthe spring of 187. Reg 
‘worked as a mechani for Perey Black who had 
the Massey Harris dealership. He later worked 
for Carl and Claude Davenport tn thelr garage. 
‘Rog also did the orignal electrical wiring In th 
town of Leslievie when electricity was fst 
AVallable. Gladys was an setive member of the 
‘Women's stitute 

Reg jolned tte Air Force in 940 and subse- 
‘quently moved his family to Red Deer, Alberts 
After the War Reg settled in Sudbury, Ontario, 
Hels now retired. Gladys has emareieg ands 
lives "in Red Deer where she works a8. 
bookkeeper at Red Deer Motors. 

"Reg and Gladys have five children, Alberta 
ean, Kelth, Mona, and Douglas. Alberta (Bob: 
ble) attended Grades 1,2 and ai the Leslieville 
School before moving to Red Deer. Her Grade 1 
teacher was Ceeely Baker. In 1949 she married 
Jim Dickson of lbambra, Alberta, ‘They now 
{arm south of Leslieville. dim and Bobbie Rave 
ight children whose hsiories are recorded In 
the “Dickson, Samuel and Alma" history. 

‘Dean was’ Area Manager for Texas Oll In 








Estevan, Saskatchewan. He died in an accident 
atthe age of 22 years. 

Keith trained ae a Stationary Engineer in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, He married Mar 
Jorte Webb of Montreal, Quebec in 1800, They 
have two sons, Christopher and Steven. Both are 
Stl attending school. They live. in Prince 
Geonge, B.C. where Kelth Works at the Pulp and 
Paper Plant. 

Sona worked in a bank in Vancouver, B.C 
se married Walter Glesbrecht in 961, and they 
have to ehllaren, Dean and. Kathy, stil in 
School. Mona and Wally live in Kamloops where 
Mona is employed as a secretary and Wally is 
fmploved at a meat cuter for Swift, 

‘Bouglas, after leaving school, went 10 work 
for the Red Deer Post Oee where he Is st 
employed. He married Meredith Cameron In 
1h They nave one daughter, Kimberley, whos 
attending Red Deer Composite High Schoa. 

‘Gladys's younger brother, Dale, and her 
sister, LaVerne, came to lve with the Halls in 
{Shs when thelr mother died, They went to schoo) 
in Lesierie 

Dale is Stationary Engineer in Prince 
George. Dale and Isabelle were married tn 1981 
‘They have one soa, Peter 

TeaVerne married Thomas LaPointe in 1957 
‘they have four children, Thomas. (Klppy) 
LLeafne, Chersl and Rhonda: LaVerne and Tor 
my live In Surrey, B.C. where Tommy is 
‘Warehouse manager for Safeway. 





HAMBLETON, WILLIAM AND. KATHLEEN: 
HENRY AND JEANNE HAMBLETON, HARRY 

‘Wiliam Hambleton, known fo is flends as 
“pil” was born I Leek, Staffordshire, England, 
‘nisi He arrived in Canada by boat in 1903. He 
Continued nls journey by train until he arrived in 
Winnipeg. Heve he Joined nis brother, Harry, 
sho was working as acabinel maker, Daring the 
‘winter months Bill worked at his trade a8. 
Drleklayer, 

Ta the spring of 1904 the brothers headed west 
to take up homesteading. Upon arrival tn the 
Iinambrat astriet the’ settled onthe SW 24396. 
‘Ws. They started out witha team consisting of 
‘one ox and one horse. ‘They Broke the and with 
the ‘team’ and a walking plow. The “team? was 
flso used to fetch supplies trom Red Deer cach 
Spring, summer and fall. They lived ta a one 
‘oom log house with a sod roo, furnished with a 
Stove, a Wooden table, chars, and beds. ‘The 
brothers farmed this quarter trom 1808 unit 
U5. During this time they sufeed tMraugh 
hardships, enjoyed good times and survived 
through culinary failures and’ unexpected 

Bl and Harry managed tobe far cooks, but 
at times the cold winters frustrated thei best ef 
forts: One winter evening Bill mixed up a batch 
of bread dough and In order to Keep it warm so 
{hat it would rise, he proceeded fo take It to bed 
{forthe night, Upon waking Inthe morning he ds 








‘covered that the dough had not risen at all. AS 
the brothers Neaded out to feten a load of wood, 
Bilt threw te dough cut by a fence post, dls 
‘gusted with his failure, The brothers returned ih 
the afternoon witha siigh load of wood, when all 
‘ofa sudden the team took Might Harry bung on 
to the frightened tearm with all his might. Bul 
Jumped off, prepared todo battle wit the critter 
that was searing the tearm. Sneaking st the 
‘yard, past the gate, pas the leant shelter, be 
Hopped all ofa sudden and looked ~The var 
Inint wasn't any four-legged efter at all. Loand 
‘behold the bread dough had risen up beside the 
fence past ino a huge ball Bil swifly grabbed 
the dough, stoked up the fre In the cookstove, 
‘and sllced the dough nto loaves and proceeded 13 
bake the bread for supper. 

Th 101d with the call of World War T the 
brothers flned the Canadian Army. Bill served 
for five years and 10 months, During tis time he 
fought in France at Vimy Ridge, in German and 
aid duty time in Eagland. Walle In England, he 
fet and courted. Kathleen Sivain. ‘They. were 
‘arvied in 939, and.ason, Willam Henry Swat, 
‘as born on July 5, 1020, BUl was honorably dls 
fharged from the army in 1990 and returned {0 
the Alnambra district in December, 1990 with his 
wife, son and four year old step-daughter, 
Florence. 

‘Atler Bll returned from the War with his 
family. he found he had lost ‘is. original 
homestead _as if was reclaimed to meet tax 
payments, Spine rented the NEIZ-39-6.N5 where 
RE Olson ives now. Here he lived with hs faraly 
‘until ne could purchase the SW 305.W5. Then 
the family ved there n two-room house which 
they expanded to a two siorey house over the 
‘years: Phey had seven head of Shorthorn cate, 
Sat only one cow survived ealving after the rst 
winter! 

Tr 0 BM started to work forthe C.P.R. on 
the track from Alhambra west 095, He worked 
‘ths Job for four and one half years with Jack, 
‘Pollitt asthe section foreman. Other men Who 
‘worked on the same job were George Farrington 
nd Harry Crablree, George bought the NW 1.35 
Ei3. Harry Crabizee. was. from. Yorkshire, 
England and had three sons, Horace, Avnold and 
Ervin, Harry farmed the SW 7.305.405 whlch Re 
Tater sold to G. Antrim end bought the quarter 
Clarence Needham now lives. on trom Bilt 
Phillips. ‘See Farrington and Watters histories.) 

Henry, Bill's son, attended the Beaver lat 
‘Senool from 3927 fo 289, The youngsters of he 
area got a great deal of joy in skating on the 
reek in wintertime but thelr real favorite sport 
‘ras heading for the swimming hole after school 
br on a Sunday afternoon in the summer 

Tnthelate 88s, Henry and Arnold and Ervin 
Crabtree worked in mls in he bush camps, Ar 
hold made skis with no poles and. the boys 
‘mused themselves. skllag, downhill Inthe 
‘moonlight when the days Work was done. Arnal 
‘iso made snowshoes, tanned hides, and was 
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taxidermist. Ervin took a mall order course in 
felly and radiorepaiting Arnold and Ervin 
Tn British Columbia. Horace was a fire 
ranger tn the 1890's 
Bl broke the land witha team of horses unit 
he acquired a 1996 Ais Chalmers tractor. He 
Falsed eatle and puredred Leghorns whieh Re 
bad shipped tn trom Ontario However, tn 1983 
BILl lost 250 chlekens when the chicken house 
‘caught on fire and burned 10 the ground: ‘The 
family's rst car was a 1929 Model A Ford 
Dough by Henry in 1987 Llova Courtright had 
shovra im how to drive before he bought the ea 
Henry helped his father farm as well as appren: 
tee asa buteher nder Franke Seott from 1912 
18, In 195 B's sister, Susan, emigrated from 
England after retiring from a sursing career, 
during which time she nursed through both 
World Wars 
“In 1947 Henry met Jeanne Heatley, daughter 
of Wiliam Cello and’ Anne Heatley of Leduc 
‘Jeanne atiended Rocky Mountain House Sexool 
‘rom 19451948 She then worked in Spoor’s Meat 
Market, Henry and Jeanne went out together 
during Ist-1e51. Daring tls time they attended, 
Shows, and. dances at which Henry was he 
‘Caller forthe square dances. On July 20,151. 
Henry and Jeanne were married. They took up 
residence on his father's farm. 141956 thelr frst 
Gaughter, ‘Tennis was born and thelr second 
‘daughter, Nola arzived in 1920 


‘TE MANSINGER FAMILY — by Kate (Han 
singer) Bystrom 

Baul Hunsinger and family arrived in Canada 
ln the spring of 1928 Their first home was $n 
Mule, Alberta, where he farmed and operated & 
barbershop and pool hal. 

Father was born ina little village in Austria 
he married the former Mary Lachmller In 1818 
He served Inthe Fist World Wer, and was inthe 
miltary ranks Ul coming to Canada 

THe had heard of the great country called 
Canada, andthe large amounts of and evallale 
‘Belng eager to seek new adventures and to have 
some ofthis new land, ne convinced my mother 
‘that Canada should be their new home 




















On April 2, 1890, the family arrived in the 
slleville district to take up Fesidence on the 
‘SW-22405:5, The move was made by team and 
‘wagon, stopplag averalgnt te feed and rest ihe 
fnimais. We siaved ‘with ‘kind. and) friendly 
farmers along the way. It as an endurance tet 
5 the weather vas frequently bad and stormy’ 

In 1985, the land formerly owned by. Me 
DePertler was purchased and became the 
family's home. We enllren took our schooling at 
the Golden Helghts school, which was also the 
entze of all community activities. The Christ 
fas concerts and annual plenes were the big 
fvents of the year. 

"The hungry thirties were a challenge for sur 
vival. Maa’ a toad of ralroad tes were hewn by 
Nand'with the braadaxe by my father. They were 
then hauled to Rocky Mountain House by team 
land sleigh in severe winter weather, to get 
‘money te buy food and clothing 

‘Summers were spent by clearing more land, 
most oft being done by hand. As time weat on, 
more lana was purchased, one ofthe quarters be: 
Ing the former Tommy Rolls arm, where tay 
patenis live, and have retired. ‘Their present 
Frome is comfortable’ modern. house, ult 
folowing a rage fre 190 In which hey lost 
the ola house and all thle belongings, Thus, they 
turmed misfortune to advantage, as hey expect 
toveoatinue living an the farm, Like many” 0ld 
Himers, they preter the country’ te 

‘One of the big events tn ou lives was when 
father bought a threshing machine, With he BelD 
Of his sons, many years of all threshing Was 
‘done for neighbors it was aways exciting to see 
{he threshing erew move in, and get the grain in 
the bins, and see the big straw stacks In the 
Holds, 

‘There were four children inthe family. Paul 
Hansinger, J. marvied Beverly Turer of Win 
nipeg. They live in Vancouver, naving a family 
Ot three caldrea, Greg, Kim, and Pattie, 

Pelee Hansinger married Marjorie Feyes of 
Rocky Mountain House. ‘They farm the original 
home place in tie Lesiewieaistriet, and have 8 
family of to, Cindy and Darlene 

‘Willam Hansinger married eye Moore of 
Ridgewood. ‘Tey farm In the Rocky Mountain 
House area, and have one son, Rick 

(Catherine Hansinger married Langton Wells 
ot Benalto, having two children, Bruce Wells and 
Suay Wells 1 was widowed and remarried to 
Eawara Bysteom, who i also deceased, and I 
OW make my haine in Red Deer 





HART, FRED 

Fred Hart and hls wie, Sarah Ann, and three 
sons of Thomas Hart immigrated ta Canada In 
‘06, and homesteaded in te Leslevile astict 
the same year 

‘In 191 and 1912 he worked as a cook for the 
crew on the A.C. bridge out of Red Deer. He 
later went to Fairmont Hot Springs and cooked 
for the CPR, returning to Leslevie in 1816 








He was a school trustee for many years at 
Prairie Rose and Leslieville Schools. He 
belonged to the Alberts’ Wheat Pool for many. 
years 

Tn the early 1920's he helped Mekinnon 
[Brothers by providing a democrat or sleigh fora 
hearse, 

“Tn 1924, he bulla “turkey fence” eight feet 
high of plckets and’ wisted wire. Part of this 
fence sll stands 

1992, ne provided the straw and helped bale 
ltr the fest curing rink in Leslieville. Curing 
{ook place in this rink for one year. He was an ar 
(dont curler for many years 

Sire, Hart belonged to tie Condor Women’s 
Institute, driving the many’ mes wita horse and 
buggy. 

Sir. and Mrs, Hart left Leslevlle to lve in 
Red Deer in 192. They have three daughters 
Mrs. Norman L. Beno (May), Rocky Mountain 
Howe: Mrs. J. C. Prendergast (Amy), Red 
Beery, and Mrs, Oswald Moore’ (Nellie) 


HART, THOMAS — as told by Eagar Hart 

‘Thomas Hart, my father, came trom 
Somerset near Bury, Lancashire in England. He 
Ist his wite, my mother, at the age of about 280° 
De when my'youngest brother was born. Within & 
few months he gave up his god postion as Assis: 











fant, Superintendent of the Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Hallway in Bury, Lancashire, 
‘England and eame ta Canada ta start anew Ife 
‘fj older brother and my younger and T went to 
{ive wlth his brother Fred and Ris wife, who had 
ho chlldsen at that time. ‘That was 1905. The 
following yeer they brought us out fo Canada in 
the early spring. Dad had ridden a horse from 
Wapella, (Manitoba Saskatchewan border) 
Seross the prairie and fiallysetled near what 
ras later ‘Leslieville, He was able to gel a 
(Quarter section for his brother Pred cornering 
ur quarter 

‘ol ist house was log shack without floor. 
ing 12 x 14, This later became hall of our 
‘chleken house, In the summer of 1906 my Uncle 
fred and Dad bulla house on bis quarter, which 
haan upetais, In 1907 they bull-a house on 
Dad's place, then log bapn which turned out to 
be foo'smali s0 another log barn was ballt at 
ached But st had only a Mat slab root covered 
wth stave 

We started with a team of oxen with tong 
roms with which we used fo go fo Red Deer for 
froceries twice a year (a four day trip). The 
oad was considered tobe 46 miles at that time, 

‘Dad used to go out with a bridge gang as a 
‘ook, and for a ime he Went coal ining along 
fhe Reed Deer River, 

‘Having been a widower for several years, 
‘Tom Hart married again in 1913 and took the 
toys home fo ive with him. He marriea Cora 
Donovan of Delbumne who was working In Red 
Deer at that time, From this marriage there 
‘were fo eblldren, George and Frances. 

Tom was a fire guardian along the 
Clearwater and Big Horn west of Roeky Son. 
{ain House, He was a game guardian, ish guard 
fan, justice of *he peace, official auditor for 
school district and municipalities, Ourhouse was 
‘requently used asa courthouse for preliminary 
trials-of serious nature and game infractions 
tnd the lke, Dad passed aWay in 1864 due to ru. 

red appendix 
‘We had some very cold winters in those days. 
‘he kind that would take your breath away ifyou 
fldn't have Your mouth covered, In 1908 or 1908 
Se had avery wel year. In late spring It started 
Taining and continua every day formore than 60 
Gays. nls along with melting sw Hooded the 
Horseguard Greek to out south andthe Lobstick 
to our north, These ereeks joined on out east so 
Wwe were trapped, We ran short of food. My dad 
Shot a deer with @ shotgun after a lot of patient 
fying. This saved the day for us, but we all got 
Scurvy. Afler some Weeks we were able to get 10, 
Pounds of flour as the creeks went down and 
Eomeone tad got some supplles across the 
‘Medicine River after losing & couple of teams 
toying to swim across, 

‘Now follows news of Tom Hart's family — by 
George Hart: 

Harold, the oldest son, spent most of his ite 
on ranches before retiring to nis home in 

















Cochrane. He served his country in World Wat I 
fnd was in france. Harold had one daughter, 
Beatrice and one son, Harold. Harold passed 
fay in 197 

‘gar also served in World War 1 and was 
also in France. After the war he had his ova 
Store In Calgary. He later sold it and workea in 
the Colonel Belcher hospital In Calgary from 
Which Re retired. Hagar had one son, ‘Thomas 
Fred who is In his own insurance business In 
Calgary 

Citiord was versatile and worked at many 
aitlrent types of Jobs. He retired from the oll 
‘elds and makes Ms home in Lede. He has one 
son, Garry 

‘George went to schoo! frst at Leslieville, then 
took ministerial ‘raining. and attended the 
Northwest Baplist Theological College, He 
imatried a classmate, Olive Tisdell, of Calgary. 
Th 1942 George served inthe forees overseas for 
three years and eight months. Upon returning 
{fom overseas he entered the ministry under the 
Christian Missionary Alliance and. then 
transferred to the Bopust Union of Western 
Canada and under them he took farther studies 
at MeMaster University, Laterhe transferred to 
{he United Chureh taking correspondence to 
further his aris courses from Queen's Universi) 
‘and ln his ministry with the United Chureh he 
{lok summer courses to gain another year of 
‘Theology. 

‘At school George lked sports, especially 
basketball and running. He alse enjoved eurling, 
softball and. nockey. His wife Olive. grows 
Beautifu plants and is artistic ang enjoys paint 
Ing. George and Ollve have three children: ‘0 
boys and one gle, Douglas, David and Lois 
(Barnes) and six grandchildren, all ving. In 
Calgary. 

‘Frances marcled Bert Lea, a farmer of Taree 
Hus, They farmed there unt Bert moved with 
hls family into Calgary inthe early 1980's. They 
hha three children: two girls and one son, Joyce, 
Lois and Raymond. They have i grandchildren 
Frances was widowed in 1896 and Hert was 
buried in Calgary. 


HEIKKINEN, MATT (Leslieville) 

‘Matt Helikinen, born January 2,198 and bis 
wite Tda, born March 20, 190, in Sotkamo, 
Finland, were married January 35, 192 

"Mat left his wife Ida and Two and one halt 
year old son Tauno, to go exploring, not realy 
Knowing what was in store for him, He came (0 
‘Canada trom Sotkamo, by ship tothe east coast, 
land ten by raln across Canada fo Lesievle. I 
‘May 1921 he arrived at Al Spears farm (which Is 
‘ow Gus Sloples place) and Worked for Spears 
that summer 

That same year in September, his wite Ida 
and son ‘Taund came ou. They spent the frst 
winter of 1824 and’ i925 at the home of Alex 
Senroderus of Bingley, and Matt worked in 
lumber camps in the area 




















In the spring of 1995 they moved tothe coal 
‘mining town of Saunders and for about a year 
they worked for Louls DeNarchis' dalry farm 
‘hien supplied milk for the town of Saunders, 
While there, another son Alfred (Fred) was born 
Ins, 

Tn 1096 they moved back to the Bingley as. 
trict where they purchased a farm whieh is Bow 
the Jack Shaw farm, They farmed with horse, 
land in the early thirties bougat thelr first ear, an 
ld Star 

[Adaughter Irene was bora in 19 and another 
son Toy In 1898 

hey resided In the Bingley dstret until 3805, 
when hey moved to the Leafland district o stay 
‘There they ult = new home tn 198. In 1944 
‘another daughter Ella was born. "Theit location 
‘wae right on the toad extending west ftom 
Lacombe (Highway 51) and here Matt opened up 
‘country store and Esso Service Station in 154, 
‘whieh was very handy for the neighbors around 
him, and for some it saved a long drive to 
Leslieville, when roads wese not as good a3 they 

‘Malt Helkkinen was an ardent hunter — got 
his big game every fal, and also helped get some 
{or hs neighbors. The family enjoyed muste and 
Matt” played the button accordion. Matt 
Helikiten was Known for his eistom threshing 
fr many’ years all around the country 











‘Tauno Heikkinen was married to Thelma 
MeMillan in 195 an they farmed from 1845 
1953 on the Erie Randall farm SW2540.5:W5, 
Then Tauno and nis younger brother Roy bought 
Harry Lloyd's. Red Head. Service Station In 
Lesllevile, and so they were located tere for ten 
Years, afer which they went back to thet farm 
Bnd but beawtfal new home. 











‘Tauno and Thelma had three girls and one 
boy; Viola Stella, Marie and Wayne. 

“Viole married Allan Rolisen and they have 
tea girls, Charlotte and Lert Ann. They ive In 
Cesievilie. Viola is a N.A. at the Eckvile 
hospital 

‘Shella marriea Robert Menales; they have a 
sie and-a boy, Shauna and Robert. They have & 
farm nearby where they make thelr home and 
Bob works in Rocky Mountain House as Well 

Marie married Tom Judd and they have three 
boys, Michael, Bobby and Chad and reside in 
angiey, B.C. where Marie s apart tlme nurse. 

‘Wave ig stl at home and attending David 
‘Thompson High. 

wis well a3 operating the Service Station at 
Lae uno and Hoy drove schoo bu for 
several years. 

ano passed away tragically on the farm in 
aw, 

‘itred (Fred), Matt and Ida Helkkinen's sec 
‘ond son married Vivian Sorvisto in 198. Fred 
purchased SwW-95-405-W8 and they farmed ull 
{apt whtea they Took over the Store end service 
station, whleh they had for 1? years unt 1973, 

Fred and Vivian had three boys, James, 
ery and Randy. 

"Tames (Jim) married Janle Holmer, and they 
reside west of Rocky Mountain House and have 
{wo boys, David and Donald. Jim works as an 
‘operator ‘at the Amoco gas plant at Hein. 

Jerry married Wava Lee Minks and have no 
ensldren and seem to be the wandering kind, 
lived at White Court for avile and are now in 
Alli, B.C 

Randy is still at Home and going to school 

Irene Helkkinen ‘married Malph Baker in 
tosty they now reside in Wintleld, and have 
thre gis and taree boys: Margaret, Janet, Bet 
{y Anne, Robert, Darrell and Wesley, 

Margaret married Laverne Muyres and they 
have four eblldren, Michael, Shane, Cody, and 
Candace. They later divorced, and Margaret is 
now married to Gus Vaalstar and they live in the 
Buster Creek area nortn of Rocky Mountain 
House 

“Janet married Raymond Becker, and they 
have three iri, Nadine, Carla and Jo-Ann; they 
tive south of Buk Lake and aren the process of 
buliding a new home. 

‘Betty Ann married Armold Engblom and they 
have (vo children, Shay Ann and Tyler Jason 

‘obert and Darryl are not marzied and are 
‘employed in Rd Deer. 

‘Wesley, being 2 few years younger Is stil at 
home and going fo school. Irene and Ralph were 
{nthe dairy ousiness for quite a few years. 

‘Nest in Matt Helikinen’s family comes Roy 
and he is the bachelor of the family, 

‘la, the Youngest, married Curtiss Morton in 
gtd and they have two boys, Ryan and Myles 
they are living st Codette, Saskatchewan where 
they farm. 

‘rattan Ida Heikkinen went back to Finland 

















in 2947 by ship for a visit, Matt Hellkinen was a 
Wellinown and highly respected man, and was 
freatly missed when he passed away in 196 

da lived close by Fred and Vivian for 15 
years, She loved 10 go berry. picking when 
berries used to be plenfiful and in no time at all 
she would Have a pall full Se was Known all 
tver the county forthe beautiful rugs she made 
‘on her homemade loom whlch was bull bY her 
brother Erie Korhonen of Bekville. She made 
hundreds of ruge trom discarded clothing cut In 
Strips for friends and neighbors, and they surely 
lee ts sevice when she cul no fonger do 

‘She moved fo the Eekwille Manor House in 
we 





HENDRY, CHARLES AND WILLIAM, 
TAYLOR, DAVID AND STANLEY, RIDGES, 
EDWARD 

"Known to all ag Chane and WU, the Hendry 
brothers came west fom Newfoundland fo Red 
‘Beer in the spring of 190%. Their parents had 
‘Come from Greenock, Scotland inthe 1870's and 
farmed, fished and market gardened In New: 
foundian. Charile and. Wi. got. work st the 
Valley” Lumber Company Mill in’ Red Deer. 
There they met Dave Faylor who had come from 
Campbeliion, New Brunswick and also worked 
for the Valley’ Lumber Company northwest of 
Keslievlle as a mlwright 

‘Dave homesteaded in the Leslieville area in 
1gqr and so told Charie ana Wil of avalable land 
hear him to homestead. They travelled by team 
‘and wagon srest from Red Deer and fled on the 
AW.L40W9 for Charlie and the NE-SA045 
for Wil 

‘They continued ta workin Red Deer but came 
out o Dave's homestead and worked from there 
Sn their own places to get some land cleared and 
{og house built on Charlie's Land for thelr 
Thather Isabella Hendry and her two daughters 
Fessle and Jean, who came from Newfoundland 
in May of i911 Mrs, Hendry nad been a widow 
Since 1898, They had fen elldren some of whom 
‘vere born in Scotland. Jessle was the eldest and 
‘Jean the youngest of the family. 

‘During the summer of 1811 all the Henarys 
lived with Dave Taylor and his wife on thelr 
homestead fl thelr own house was livable, Jean 
twent back fo Red Deer and again stayed with 
Dave and Lizzie In thelr house which they used 
‘when Ris work was in Red Deer. Jeap got a job 
Cooking af the hospftal, Margaret Godkin and 
Cora Hart, who were of the Lesleville area 
‘were boarding at ‘Taylor's aso. Margaret was 
iging fo high School and Cora was helping atthe 
hospital 

“Fssle Hendry stayed on the homestead and 
with her brothers raised some very fine horses. 
‘They siso hada blacksmith shop and & sawmill 
They were a repair depot for folks for miles 
{round and loge were aed home to bulld many 
fhomesteadersbulldings. The nals and windows 














{oks used were hauled fromm Rea Deer by horses, 
Tok two days fo mate the tip. 

‘Jean Henry went to Edmonton in the fa of 
4git and married Jonn Eawara (Ted) Ridges, on 
November 3, He had come west trom New 
foundiand with them that spring and was work 
ing'n Edmonton at electrical wiring 

‘We was born in Caleuta, India: where his 
father was a coach bulldér and moved te 
Wolvernampton, England when he was a small 
boy. There ne nad grown up and taken a trade of 
electric wiring, so applied nd goths est on 
Bolte Isle ust off the Newloundland coast, He 
met Jean Hendry at the Belle isle 
Congregational Chureh where Jean and Jessie 
both sang inthe choi. ‘The Ridges were trom s 
Tong iine of Quakers whlch was Tefieeted tn his 
‘way of living. Ted and Jean lived In Edmonton 
unt 1918 ten they eame back fo Lesleviie and 
{ook an abandoned homestead, NE-404-W. Tt 
had tirst been fled on by Tom Hazitt and he log 
house whteh he had bullt oni sil stands in fale 
shape. It was the fst home for Ted and Jean. Tt 
had’ diet floor. Aer they got enough lend 
cleared to prove up and own the homestead they 
fut Togs and built a small frame house. As Ret 
brothers owned the sawn across the road, they 
helped them, 

Fessle Hendry farmed wth her brothers and 
‘mother ‘ill October 2, 1915 When the married 
Cart Bransell who also had a homestead located 
‘cross the ad from Dave Taylor, the NWSE 40 
4.W3._ Carl too had come to Canada, trom 
Michigan, USA. where his family were, He sso 
worked ai the Valley Lumber Company in Red 
Deer and Dave Taylor also told him of land to 
hhomestead, He got his homestead about 1908 and 
bulla Tog house. Jesse and Car lived In that 
‘houses long a iey farmed. They sold tn 1844, 
Their west quarter (Cattle Homestead) was sold 
{fo Daniel Taylor in 1846. Their homestead was 
Sold to Allan MeMookin about 1990, Vetor Smita 
now owns i 

“They Rad no family. Cari passed away in 1951 
and ‘Jessie In 1982. Both are buried in the 
Tesueville Cemetery 

In 1916 Charlie ana WI decided to go back 19 
Newfoundland so ‘Mrs. Hendry. went too and 
Stayed with a daughter, Isabelle, there walle 
they loaked for work. They jobbed ground for two 
years, lastly working in Askwith, Saskatchewan, 
before returaing tothe tomestesa to do sara 
and blacksmith work again 

in 1813 Dave Taslor had a brother Stanley 
this wife Anna come from Oregon, where he 
had been engineer on a rllroad, wanting a farm, 
‘They purchased land ‘rom Hopkins SW 34 
‘W5, It had also been Hopkins’ homestead, 

Stanley and Anna lived with Dave and Lizzie 
for the frst year. They brought furniture with 
{hem from Oregoa and stored ton the old atte 
farm across the road west of Carl Bransell the 
NESLSS-EWS. ‘They. bullt a small sheek and 
Started the shell of the original house which Is 
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still the main house today. Stanley nad 
hhomesteaded in the Pine Lake aren about 1905 
and afterall these years sold after he started to 
farm at Leslevilie. Fer nls price he got his first 
Wwactor, an old 22.35 Hart Parr, asa straight 
Across irade of farm for tractor 

Dave Taylor Joined the services tn 1916 and 
Jater sold hls land to ‘Tom Shaw and his son in 
Jaw Philip Smith. Neal Smith, son of theirs 
sill owns and farms the land, 

Mrs Hendry passed away in January 1927 
and Is buried in the Leslieville Cemetery 

CCharile and Will nad another sale in 1028 and 
‘moved to the Peace River country and gota hall 
Section of level and near Whitelaw At ast thelt 
‘dreams came true and they could farm properly, 
fas they sald Newfoundland was full of rocks and 
‘heir land at Leslieville was ful of hills. Each 
lime they came down to vist they Would say 
“Those nls here are sil growing!” 

‘Wil passed awvayin 1043 and Charle in 1956, 
Both are buried in Berwyn Cemetery 

‘Ted and Sean ‘Ridges remained on the 








homestead. Four children were born but three 
passed away as Infants. One daughter grew up 
fnd took schooling at Blueberry Valley Senodl 


In t946 she married Daniel Taylor, son of Stanley 
and nephew of Dave Taylor 

edad Jean have 11d of walking to church 
at Leslieviie on Sundays. Jean enjoyed singing 
‘and helped out at many school and ehuren fue: 
tions. Ted enjoyed working with books and held 
‘many. executive. positions onthe Blueberry 
Schoo! board, 

Jean continued her Jove of gardening which 
she inherited from her father asthe was a trained 
ld country gardener and loved it She gave 
‘much pleasare to her many trlends vith flowers 
for weddings, hospitals and funerals over the 
years. She grew and gave away many trees and 
Dlants for elghbors to. grow and also many 
Vegetables for needy people to eat. She ls naw a 
Fesident at the Valley Park Manor Nursing 
Home in Red Deer whieh is bulltlmost on the 
location where she lived with Dave and Lizzle 
‘Taylor while she worked in the hospital It Red 
Deer 

“Thelr daughter Isabella and husband Daniel 
‘Taylor tok over the homestead in 1963, cleared 
tte land ana now pasture i. The house they bullt 
‘183 stl stands and the trees Jean grew trom 
soed are lke 2 forest around her garden spot 

“Ted passed away In 1867 and Is buried inthe 
Leslieville Cemetery 

Stanley and anna Taylor had two children: 
Daniel who farms the original and and Kathleen 
who lives In Calgary” (Mrs, Douglas 
‘McLaughlin, Stanley homesteaded and proved 
up with cattle he SW244.W3 and used ths land 
{or pasture. He bought the NWO6-44:H5 from a 
Mr. Card snd the NWS1-0-.65 from another 
Hopkins. 

They took active parts in community afairs 
curling, Womens Christian Temperance Union 











‘and Alberta Wheat Pool. They retired to Calgary 
fn 1946 when they sold fo their son Daniel. They 
‘Were sctive there also — gardeaing, carpentry 
Sind had boarders, Stanley passed aivay La 1968 
fnd Anna in loft. Both are buried in Queen 
Cemetery in Calgary 

"Their daughter has two ehlldren: Doug and 
Leta, Tele son has four cllaren: Tanette, San 
‘ra, Stanley and Davi. 

"ine orlgtnal Dave Taylor when he returned 
from the services stayed In New ichmond, 
‘Quebec: He lost his wife fairly soon after, But he 
Alved il 1968, He and his wife are both Buried 
here. 





HILBERT, HERBERT WILLIAM AND MARY 
Th 1908 Bert Hilbert came to the Leslevite 
area, He homesteaded in 1908 on the NE-39.386 
WS. ie stayed on the homestead In the winter 
Band retumed to the prairies in the summer 10 
Break sede horses tnd ride In roundups. 

‘Hert worked on the CNR. grade east of 
Codner, driving 2 team of oxen in 1930. Others 
‘Working sith him were Pete Peterson, John 
‘iach ad Ted Frodeen, He bult slog house on 
his Homestead, skidding the logs with hs sade 
horse 

‘in 1913 Bert met Mary Green who had come 
over trom England tn March of that year with 
her son, Barnard, fo joln her ether son, Alee, who 
‘was working near Calgary, Bert and ‘Mary 
fareled in Calgary tn August, 184, and moved 
fo the homestead at Beaver’ Flat. Thelr son, 
onal was born in October with Mis. (Gatney) 
‘Wilson attending. 

‘Several {eachers boarded at thelr place over 
the years, including Elizabeth Meston, Enid and 
Hope MeKee (Enld taught at Oras and Hope at 
Beaver Flat),. Victoria MeKenzie, faith 
‘Moseley, Marie Lund and Betty Baldwin, 

‘The Hillbert familly purchased the SW-i2404. 
vs trom Alf Harvey {n 1918 ana moved up to 

"The Ridge”. Here they were in the Bingley 
‘School District. Bert was chairman of the schoo! 
‘board i the early 2s, and Tom Ogden was the 
Secretary. 

Tn 1600, the NW-12406-W5 was purchased 
from the Benion Estate and Is now owned BY 
Ronald's son, Rey, who has bullts home there 

Mary Hilbert passed away’ In February, 1808, 
‘Bert continued to live on the farm until ie Late 
45's, then moved Ino a house in Rocky Moun: 
{hin House fora few years. After a heart attack, 
he moved into Westview Lodge. He spent almost 
‘year in the Red Deer Auxillary Hospital and 
‘iad in Novernber, 3865. 


HILBERT, RONALD AND MILDRED 

Tionaid vllbert married Mildred McCalman 
trom the Crimson Lake district in 1881. They 
lived onthe farm for six years during whlch time 
{hey had a daughter and two sons. In 1947 Ronald 
‘began working on highway construction and over 
fhe next twenty years the faraly ved In many 


a6 


places im Alberta including Nordegg,, Sylvan 
Rake, Alder Fats, Fale, Sangudo, Whitecourt, 
Cold Lake, Spedden, klar, Westlock, Ionita, 
find Saskatchewan River Crossing. Tae eildren 
Sttended.senool in most of these places, but 
Sometimes They Were foo far from the school 80 
Started the term with correspondence lessons, 
Feturning to Rocky. Mountain House in 
November, usually, and attending school there 
for the balance of the term. 

In 960, after graduating from high school in 
Rocky Mountain House, Maxine left to. begin 
training as a Medical Laboratory Technician at 
the Royal Alexandra Hospital in Edmonton. She 
fraduated trom there in 1962 and worked atthe 
Eniversity Hospital fora year- Her next Job was 
al the Charles Camsel Hospital and trom there 

the Medieal Sclences Budding in Edmonton 
Url gt Maine married Joe Coombes tn 1931 
ln Edmonton. They moved to an acreage near 
Balfour, B.C: three ears ago-and have since 
bought a house neater Nelson where Maxine 
trotks at the hospital 

Rovert Hilbert began work with the Alberta 
orest Service soon after Teaving school In 1964 
He married Mavis Hubtala in 1967 Mavs was & 
‘Stenographer atthe Town Office In ftocky Moun- 
{ain House for several years, In 18 thelr son, 
Kelly, svas born. at Bekville Hospital. 12 
Fenruary, 1906, Robert transferred. to. Fort 
Mckay Borest area, Tele second son, Clay, was 
‘orn in Fort MeMurray in December of that 
‘ear. In June, 1971 Robert bid on the postion of 
Forest Oiler at Hines Creek, Alberta, ‘The 
family moved there in July, 17 
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HILBERT, ROY AND ELAINE. 

oy libert lett school in 1960 to work on 
highway construction at Spedden, He. spent 
Several years on oll rigs mostly in northern 
‘Albert 

“In August 1988 he married laine Shultz. 
Elaine, a hairdresser, owned the Style Shop it 
Rocky’ Mountain House for several years, In 90 
they began bullding a home on the NW12406, 
ws, 


in February, 1972 thelr daughter Allene, was 
tort in the Reed Deer General Hospital. ‘They 
ave a second daughter, Coral, born in eed Deet 
General Hospital in july, 913. Their third 
‘daughter, Lean, was born th October, 1996 

Roy and laine live in thelr nome im the 
‘Beaver Flat School District, Roy works with his 
treefarmer for Rocky Wood Preservers 


HOGRERG, AXEL — by Mary Arnold 

“Axel Hogberg, my dad, was born in Kalstadt 
vermilland, Sweden in 1853, He came to Canada 
About 1910 where he worked at various things 
among. whieh were. gold and. coal mining’ in 
Brush Columbia, tls older brother, Andres 
lived near the coast and another brother, Chale 
lived inthe Nelson area. 

‘About 1915 Dad came to Alberta and 
homesteaded the SW 9403 WS, He also bought 
the NW 1405:W5 trom Albert Turton. He then 
‘worked in the Nordegs coal mine 

in 1924 he married Cell Ellabeth Rodgers 
‘daughter of Mr, and Ars, James Rodgers. They 
Swere married at her father's farm inthe Beaver 
Flat district after which Ney farmed at 
Tesiievile until Dad's death 

‘in 1951 Dad suffered a stroke at home after 
fighting tre in the Bingley area on a very Rot 
ay. This left him in poor health and one hand 

partially paralyzed. Nevertheless fe carried on 
Forming and was a hard worker, harnessing, 
briling and hooking up the horses. The snaps 
And buckles were very hard for hm {0.40 Up 0 
{he family all helped. Mom also warked so very 
hard and did lot of outdoor worle — milked 
Cows, fed pigs, stacked hay, stooked grain, spit 
‘wood, enurned, printed and fook butler fo town 
for sale. to buy groceries, wool for kalting 
Sweaters ‘and milfs. and. material to make 
tlothes, We alwayshada big garden whieh we all 
helped to weed 

ad hada threshing machine and inthe fll 
he had a cfew of men and threshed 10" the 
Reighbors. He enjoyed going. hunting” with 
Eiends, He was very Interested in church Work 
fd helped fo bud the Lesievilie church opened 
bout Ils whieh later burned down, 

‘When We were young T'remember us bundled 
up in the sleigh in Winter, wagon or bugey’In the 
$mmer, going to aolghbors for church services 
or people coming (o our home, Several families 
took rns having services in thelr homes, Being 
‘large family we realy had and stl have alot, 
‘ot god times together. We, lke others, had very 
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few toys. When very young on rainy days we 
Spent a good many hours plaving store, taking 
{rns eng store Keeper and customers. When 3 
few friends eame over, we had a ball teary and 
played ball. We enjoyed pions or just paddling 
{nthe creck that ran through the homestead 
quarter. 

‘Gur family went to the Campbell School. We 
also enjoyed the Joseph Club hela in the lfferent 
homes. Mearthys, Lister-Kayes, Skagens, and 
burs were some that attended andive were led by 
Fev. and Mrs, Robert Young in the 30s 

Dad passed away December 27, 17 

‘Tae story ofthe family of tree sons ana three 
daughters follows: 

‘Mary married Clitford Arnold, They farm at 
Lesilevil and nave one son and one daughter. 
‘lien married Jean Cumming of Red Deer and 
fey ve In eed Deve. Karen married Wesley 
Gardner of Eamonton. They have one daughter 
Rhonda. Karen ives at Lealevie 

‘vy marred Robert Marsden ot Lesllevile 
“They live in Rea Deer and have one son and one 
daugnter. Greg married Brenda Johnson. They 
have one daughter and live in Calgary. Irene 
‘arried Joe Looker. ‘They live in Red Deer and 
Have one son, Chee, 

‘Bill married llzabeth Wiebe of Saskatoon 
They farm the Hogderg home farm. ai 
Lesilevile. They have one daughter Bana and 


tivee sons; Ronald, Kenneth and Larry, all at 
home. 
‘Cecilla married Malcolm Jessop of 


Lositeville and they farm at Belseke:. They have 
tv sons and two daughters ~ Bernice, Glenda, 
Barry and Axel Bernice married Len Renker 
and lives at Armstrong, B.C. They have one 
Gaughter and two sons. Barry married Penny 
Grant of Calgary and make thelr home In Swift 
Currant, Saskatchewan with thelr two. sons 
Glenda married Don Osudar. They have one son 
tnd live at Beisexer. Axel lives at home. 

Henry married Lals Adrian, He drives a truck 
tp ed Deer. "They have two daughters and 
Uiree" sons. “Anite married Robert Duncan 
land they live in Edmonton, Judy Philips lives at 
Hocky" Mountain House. Andrew ‘married 
‘Yvonrte Vos and they live in Red Deer. Bruce and 
‘Kevin lve at home 

‘Waiter married Stella Kring and they live on 
the former Jens Skagen farm, next to the 
Hogberg home farm at Leslieville. They have 
three daughters and (wo sons, Linda married 
Bruce Slade of Eekuile and they live In Red 
Deer. Debble Is presently inher third year of Bi 
ble sehool at Briercrest ible Institute tn 
Seckatehewan. Eddy works Ima garage at 
Nordegg. Calvin works at the LGA. store in 
Rocky Mountain House upon his completion of 
his schooling at David Thormpeon High, Margo ls 
fltending school at Davia Thompson gh, 

‘Mom remarried in 149 on November 2nd. She 
married Paul Exitsiand of Leslieville, They 
farmed there a: good number of years before 








retiring tothe Twilight Cottages in Red Deer in 
Hin Bot passed aay fe Ap Tater song 

"Mom now lives atthe senior eitizen home in 
Red Deer where she has many fiends and Keeps 
very active in ehiren work 


JOHNSON, CARL 

{Cari Johnson as born in the Gilby distriet on 
November 28,1009, With tele father and mother 
(Yohann and Annee) Cari hs one brother, and 
three sisters grew up onthe family farm, NE 1: 
{O45 His father was born in Sweden and is 
‘mother's birthplace was Norway They were 
‘married in Norway In 1902 before coming to 
Canada, 

‘Car attended Medicine Valley School. During 
hard winters the School was closed frem Christ 
tas until Marea and for these years the school 
Sayed open for the summer months. Some of 
ihete summers he remembers having to miss 
School to work on the home farm ot for 
Relghbors: They lived matnly on rabbits, Wood 
{ake fish, prairie chicken, bush partridge, blue 
berries and saskatoons. For afew years he spent 
‘st of ls time working at home and around the 
neighborhood. His mother passed away in 1922 
And is father passed away in 192, 








In the spring of 128 Carl worked near Corona: 
tion dong spring work. That fall e drove a tearm 
fo horses with a hay rack to Help with threshing 
41 Della, Hanna and Three Hlls. During the 
trinter of 198 and 29 he worked In the Bush for 
‘Tex Small and Frank Davis hauling mining 
props, He then hauled luraber from mils at Far 
ivay’ ana Wott Creek, tobe sed In bullding the 
‘Leeda Hall He worked at many different jobs 
fon farms west of Bentley and wherever employ 
feat was available, untll 1994 When he bought 
iis farm east of Giby, NW 25.0383. For elght 
{Years he rented hs farm out and worked for Wr, 
[adr Whenever time permite be broke land 

In the early dds Cart began farming his own 
tand and also bull @saw-mil He sawed lumber 








for nelghbors as well as for himself. He 
Femembers selling clear 2x 8 spruce lumber 16 
{ect long for $90 pez 1000, During the 40s and 50s 
fhe did much repair work on many kinds of 
‘machinery around the neighborhood. He also did 
‘ach iam work, «rage he nad earned 
inthe age of ten from hls father. He sharpened 
‘many: plow shares and shod many horses. He 
‘as alas’ a horse dealer, enjoying buying, sll 
Ing, or trading horses. 

{1962 Car sold his farm to Charlie Walker. 
In hse rented the AV Higgins acreage south 
of Lesleville. Here he continued doing his black 
Smith Work and raised sheep. In 19581e moved 0, 
ite Finkbeiner's farm north of Leslieville, 
Where he sil resides, He Keeps busy with chores 
{nd Black-smlth work and enjoys fishing In his 
spare time 


JOHNSON, ERNEST H. 

'Emnie Johnson moved tthe Blueberry Valley 
are from Welaskiwh. 

‘Anna, Eve's mother was well known for her 
baking and kitting, and helped make many 
‘lls or the needy, mostiy working by hand 

"Ernle married Gertie Devenny,a teacher at 
‘the Blueberry Valley school 

"a the early days, Elmer Salmon and Ernle 
worked together at clesring land with horses 

‘One discouraging incident occurred when Er. 
nie had a truck load of sters to go to market 
‘The load was too much for the old Blueberry 
Creek bridge, and the truck broke through, dur 
pin eatle ail over the oad and inte the water 
iter getting them to the ralroad in Leslevile, 
he shipped them, only to get a ill for $6. The 
price received for the steers did not cover the 
Frege 

‘The Johnsons had one son, Donal. 

Ennio sid the farm and moved to Red Deer. 
be bought a farm in the Penhold area, which he 
farmed for several years, though living in Red 











Donald Johnson has two sons, and lives in Red 
Deer 


FRED KIRKMAN FAMILY 

Fred Kirkman was born in February, 185, in 
CCleothorpe, England. "He and. Jim Hall eft 
England at the same time. They Became ac 
{uated whilst crossing the AUlantic Ocean on 
the steamship. Their plans were fo look for Land 
fo take up as homesteads, ‘They came to 
Leslievite in 197 to loeate land sultable for 
‘Romesteads, thea returned to Ontario where they 
‘worked on farms for M- Kennedy In Connington, 
Gntario, Fred returned to England by working 
‘ff hs passage fare ona eaitle bea. His purpose 
Was fo borrow money under hls father’s will in 
‘order to go homesteading cut West. Jim came 
‘west to the homesteads (0 look after tings unt 
Fred returned. Fred proved up and registered 
his Homestead in 1808, They lived in a tent anti 
they could build a cabin, Jim but ag cabin on 








‘is homestead tn 1910. Fred purchased a team of 
oxen in May’ 198 and a walking plow to break up 
his lana 

Erod’s sister, Mrs. Annle Smith, and hor 
daughters, Emel and, Madge, arrived trom 
Eniland on May 25th, 1912, at Red Deer. Fred 
inet them and they traveled to Leslieville over 

most impassable roads with a four-horse team 
snd wagon, 

Tm August, 1914, Frod enlisted inthe army at 
Leslieville as a cook. He served In army camps 
‘im England and France, cooking in the Officer 
Mess Hall, While overseas he married Florence 
‘Mabel Hampton on May 2, 1918. Florence was 
‘ora in Cornwall in July, 1895. He returned with 
zis wife fo hls homestead in March of 1818. After 
eturaing he Dough Jack Allen's homestead tn 
{through the Soldiers” Settlement Boards This 
gave him # halfseetion, Florence was very In 
ferested ln gardening and had some very good 
gardens. 

‘Fred and Florence's frst baby, a gt, bora In 
ssa) was sllborn and was buried on the farm 
‘ear where She fst cabin seas bul. Ther se 
ond end, Soa, Hesbert Willam Was born In 
iw 

‘Th 1921, Fred's sister, Annie Smith and her 
daughters, ‘Ethel ‘and'Madge, returned 10 
England, a 1992 Fel returned to Canada tothe 
Lesllevle area where she married. Donald 
‘Malcolm on the 26th of Decernber, 1882. They 
now liven Rlekmond, B.C. 

Herbert gol his education at Beaver Flat 
SSenool from about 19281987, He walked three 
malles to school every day, some days in 40°F. 
Below zero through drifts fe fo three fect deep. 
Some of his teachers were: Mrs. MacDonald, 
Me. Wm. (Scottie) MeRoberts and Mr Thomas 
Bownay. 

‘Fred ist car, a Pontiac 
was purenased in 183 

This musical family helped to make many 
entertainments very enjoyable. Pred plaved the 
‘mouth organ, 2 one-string Japanese fiddle and 
the plano, Florence plays tie plano and Herbert 
plays accordian, plano, guitar and-other in 
Hiruments, Florence played for concerts in the 
Beaver Flat School, walking the three miles to 
land from every practice. She played for Bible 
Stuales and various eniertainments such as 
house parties, Fred, Herbert, and Mrs. Matile 
“Martin played for entertainments inthe Beaver 
Flat Sehool on many occasions 

‘Fred farmed on the same land he 
homesteaded until 192 when he re-ellsted in the 
Second World War as a Veteran Guard, guarding 
German prisoners in Kananaskis, Vernon, 1000 
land Medicine Hat, returming tothe farm in 1916, 
Where ne carried on hls farming operations. 

His son enlisted with the RCAF. In 12 and 
served in various stations tm Canada such as 
Prince Rupert, Trenton, Vancouver, Edmonton 
fand Calgary, returning tothe farm in January, 
186, ‘Ten ‘years later he married ‘Frances 








arumble seat, 


819 


Richardson. He worked for Killico Stores from 
184s to 994 and for Wilma Hunchak {rom 1950 
1963, hen for the Alberta Government with the 
‘ighsray Department to the present date. 

Fred passed away In September, 1975 
Florence fll living onthe orignal homesteed 
by nerseit and is kept very active 





KNOPP, MELVIN AND MAUREEN 

“fae family of Afeivin and Maureen Knopp 
moved to the Lesiivile district sm August af 
iBor. The ‘emily consisted of five children: 
Geratd 15 years oid, Linda 14, ita 1, Lyle nine 
Sand Joann tive, Anoiter son, Ronald Was born in 
Giada in 193 

‘We moved onto a new bullding site on the 
former Joh Reld place nor of Leslieville, SE- 
S2405-WS, We enjoy the view ofthe mouniains 
and a coniinuing change of scenery during the 
‘whole year 

We were both raised in the state of 
‘Washington, of mainly German parents, and 
Tnoved fro a farm near Maris, Washington, 
the rade of the state. We had a diversitied 
farm, raising mainly hay with some wheat and 
fats and kept cate and hogs for stock. twas an 
irrigated ranch so we were glad to move fo Cen 
tral Alberta where most sears we get ample 
Falngall for the er0ps 

‘We acqulred he former Irvin Albert quarter, 
1w.t5405.W5, then farmed by John MeLced, 
Tin and nave enjoved using te apples grown it 
the orchard that te Alberts planted many years 

qn June of 1977, our daughter, Rite, was 
martied to ‘Gregory Masson of Red Deer, 
formerly of Lethbridge. They both work and ive 
In eed Deer. 

We enjoy the many fresh vegetables grown in 
the family garden and also the tame and Wild 
berries that grow well In this area, 

"The family enjoy ling in Canada and help 
ing on the eatte ranch here. 





KRING — MAcDOUGAL 

‘lorence Bishop Was born in Heatherset, Nor. 
folk, England on December 25, 1884 and caine to 
Canada in 199), She was matried to Clarence 
‘MaseDougal in the same year atthe Knox United 
Chureb, Calgary. They moved to Bingley” and 
fonk up a homestead, the SE 36-05. 

"They had one Son and one daughter. John is 
living in Calgary. He took up carpentry work as 
his trade. He has one daughter Cheryl. Mary 
(irs. Everett Bowerman) lives in Red Deer, 
nd has two children, Dine of Calgary and Lorne 
of Rea Deer 

Tn 025 Florence was lett a widow as Clarence 
died of a heart attack in Maren, Florence then 
bought a house and moved to Leslee 

in September, 1927 she” martied. Charles 
Kring who was born on December 28, 1894 at 
luna, Ontario, While at Leslieville Charles was 
femploved with the CAR 














Charles and Florence ad four children 
Robert was born November, 1828. He took his 
Schooling in Leslevile and Fled Deer. n 1852 he 
married Lilian Connybear from Black Dia 
‘ond. They had four elldren, While working In 
‘Bassano Bob ied as the resli ofa ear accent 
in august 106% He wife and children hive in 
Kamloops 

‘Wesley seas born October, 1991 and took his 
senooling in Leslieville and later joined. the 
FLCA.#. In 96s he married Viele! Kopeck. They 
live tn Leduc and Wes is employed with Ward 
Ils, They have three boys, all at home 

‘Shela was born in August, 285 and took her 
schooling in. Leslievile. she married. Walter 
Hopberg in August 1964. They have three girls 
land two boys. (Refer to Hogberg History for 
‘heir ehliaren’s story.) 





ea hoe i lg Dry 


Florence was born September, 195 and took 
ner schooling i Lesiievile, Im Ociober 1953 she 
Was married to. George Bott in Leslieville 
Church, That winter George went to work in the 
‘bush for Art Fisher and in the spring of 1856 he 
Started working year round with he Department 
of Highorays and has continued working Witt 
them ever since, They had seven children Derry 
Was born In Mareh, 1854, He graduated from 
David ‘Tompson High and weat to SALT. 10 
{ake up cooking. His first job of cooking Was at 
Waterton, He now i cooking at the Single Men's 
Hostel in Edmonton, Derry married Hazel Foxof 
Devon in July, 19. They bought house and 
make their home in Edmonton, Sterling was 
born in June, 1956, graduated from David 
“Thompson High and is apprenticing at cooking at 
the Stngie Men's Hostel in Edmonton. Sterling is 
excellent swimmer and also likes hiking and 
famping — a good sportsman. Brenda was born 
in Julys 1958" Aer graduating trom David 
Thompson High ste wen! to Eadmenten fo cook at 
Fllere and later to the Single Men's Hoste. In 
Sune, 976 Brenda and James Kult were married 
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{n Leslieville, They bought a traller and are ll 
{ng-on Albert Kult's farm. Jim has taken up dry 
‘walling, Steven was born Apri, 186, In 196 he 
{eveloped encephalitis, He spent most of hs Ife 
in the Provincial Training Senool and Ere Cor 
mac Center, Steven dled en August, 1877 Shelly 
‘horn November, 1962 and Rabert born October, 
1963 are both aitending David Thompson High 
fand Kimberley bor in November, 1971 attends 
the Lesievile shoot 

in july 372 Dad Kring (Charles) died in the 
‘Rocky’ Mountain House hospital He had been Iv 
Ing in te Wentview Lodge In Rocky Mountaln 
House for several yeas, 








KUEHNE, LOYD AND LUCILLE, 

{Eayd, Lsellle and two and one half year old 
Rachel became landed Immigrants on 
November 9, 1987. Loyd and Luellle had both 
‘been ralsed ona farm and Loyd wanted toget the 
feyy head of hs registered cale onto some land 
of his own, Lucile father, Lowell Terry, let 
Toya know that three-quarters” of land. were 
Evailable for lease So te Kuchne's ltt the ety 
ot Great Fall picked up tele catle that a 
friend had been “running on shares,” loaded up 
everything they had and “headed north" (0 
Canada. Loyd had ald many times that we 
‘might as well move fo Canada and save time on 
the road coming to visit my tamales 

"The land leased vas two mille west of Centr. 
view and wo miles east ofthe Terry property. It 
belonged to a Calgary man, George Clark 

“The test two winters Loya worked for Cana 
‘ian Wells and Keno Construction companies. 

“Tn. Apri, 1989 the Kuebnes bought the farm 
belonging to Luctle's parents, Loyd continued to 
farm Clarke's land wall 1972 

Tucile began teaching ia Leslieville in the 
fall of 1968. She nad taught four years in Mo 

‘achel was left for one year with Mrs. Allan 
Rolfson ay. babysitter. Being an only” child, 
Rachel enjoyed the company ofthe Roltson gis, 
For two years Mrs. austin Ames took care of 
Rachel while Lueitle taught. Rachel began 
School at Leslevlie in 197 

Pucile became & Canadian cltizen tn 1972 











LESLIE, JOHN 

‘ohn and Jessle Leslie were born in Scotland 
“They were married in Aberdeen on May 31,192 
‘They sailed for Canada June 1.3812, accom: 
panying Jessie's family ihe Robert Smiths of 
Rihambra, They setied in the Alnarabra district 
land took up a homestead there 

“Toh enlisted in the army in 1816 and served 
overseas in the First World War. He returaed 
ome in 1919 bringing searit fever with nim. He 
tras dreadfully i but anxious fo get home so dd 
fot report his ness. Consequently, all the fam 
Ty contracted (t, In 1900, they parehased the 
family. {arm {Wo and aha alles west of 
Leslieville and” spent’ thelr remaining’ years 














there. Their first nome was a small log house 
with natural ferizer inking’ the logs The 
tilven attended the old Campbell school and 
high schoo! in Leslieville, The Lesies had five 
children. 

Jot who married the late Lily Von Hollen 
and resides in Onoka, They nad one son Gerrie 
who isa Dr of alerobileay In Portland, Oregon, 
USx 

“Bdward 1s an oll driller and married June 
Dingman. ‘They have four children and lve In 
Edmonton, 

‘One daughter, Fora, anurse, married Elmer 
‘Tomalty of Red Deer. ‘They live on thelr home 
farm there. They had three chlaren. 

‘Wiliam, a mechanic in Calgary: married 
Carol Maréinek: ‘They have Tour éniiren. 

‘Leonard sil ves on and operates the hore 
farm. He married Jenny Kanluss of Condor 
They nave five children 

Ton was deceased March, 1962 and Jessie 
passed away December, 18 Many humorous 
land hardship stories have beon related of the 
arly years. During the homestead days, Joba 
walled trom Allsambra to Lesliesile to work on 
the ralroad orto te west country to work inthe 
swnnill. Sections of the toad Were condutoyed 
with logs aeross the uskegs and sloughs. tn the 
Wet speis, he would walk the fence to get across 
the worst mle, 

“John anda helghbor made many trips to Red 
Deer by team and wagon oF sleigh fo bring it 
pple for themselves and the neighbors. They 
forded the rivers in many Instances. ‘The tip 
took about four days 

‘Wheat as taken to flour mill in Eekville to 
‘be ground into flour or cracked wheat, If You 
Were fortunate enough to have aged tour’ on 
hand it'made good bread but the fresh our 











made pretty heavy dough. The, neighbors all 
Relped ae another and hed very ltle source of 
evens, They truly lived ef he land 


LIVER, HERMAN AND ALICE, 

Herman and Alice Liver were both born ta 
Estonia. Herman had s small. acreage and 
‘ought and sold cattle in the near-by town. Allee 
‘worked in a creamery both before and after flr 
‘larslage in sz 

Following the occupation of thelr homeland 
by the Russians, the Lilvers took refuge in 
Sweden, where they spent five and one-half 
years. tn TM0 they came to Canada, fist 10 
Saskatchewan, where they didn’t like the dust, 
land later for’ shore while to Calgary. They: 
{ound employment with the Lawton Brothers 
after coming fo te Fekville area, and Herman 
Soon found a farm nine and one-half miles north 
Of Lesievile Allee remained with the Lasrtons 
fora time, continuing ner work asa 
housekeeper 

‘rand Mrs, Lilver continued farming unt 
retiring to Rekvlle In 1968, where tey hed con. 
‘Sucted a new home. Herman passed sway fa 
November of 1912, alice continues to live in 
Eekville. Her friends marvel at her bestful 
hhandwork and gally patterned katting, She is a 
‘member of the Friendship Chub and the Han 
Gleratt Gad, tn Eckvile 





LLOYD, HARRY NEWTON 

‘arty Newton Liovd (born August 28,1885 at 
‘dro Springs, Mass.) and Hatile Augusta Kautz 
(orn Jenuary’5, 1] at Toledo, Ohio) were un 
Ited in martiage on December 15, 1928 at 
Chinook, Alberta, They ived at Chinook, where 
Harry's'son Paul and Hatte's son John took 
Some of thelr schooling. Then they lived West of 
Rocky Mountain House for awhile before coming 
to Lesulevile to tarm in ici, Their home was of 
the SE 12405:05. From here Paul and John con 
Hinued thelr education at the Blueberry Valley 
school 

‘Pail went into the Marines later on and John 
farmed with his dad in the carly years and 
‘Worked at lumber mils and various jobs. 

Harry Llova was a palster and decorator by 
‘yade ana supplemented his Income doing tls, 
He thus became extremely well known and Uked 
In the dsiriet aot only at Lesiivile, as he 
palnted in seaools, hospitals, puble bulldings as 
‘well as in private homes. 

Around 1950 they bought the Red Head Ser. 
vice" Station, presently known as John's 
Parkland Of! and Gas, They were in business tn 
{it August, 1865 when they sold thelr business fo 
ano and Rey Heikkinen 

atic and Harry retired tothe house present 
ly owned by Mr. Bert Wiens, walle hey were 
‘alti forthe competion of thelr new homme te 
15r, Here they lived for many years, both being 
fctive members in the commanity. Harty om 
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tinued tn the painting business as fong as his 
heaith allowed 

in June of 1985 they docided to sell their 
property due toll healtn and move to the West 
low Ladge in Rocky Mountain House. Harry 
hed a stroke the day of thelr Sale and passed 
‘vay the folowing day, June 20, 1305 In the 
‘Hocky Mountain House Hosptal. Hattie bravely 
‘Contiued with thelr plans and moved alone (0 
fhe Westview Lodge. She was fighting cancer, 
fn spent alot of time in hospital, but she resided 
{inthe Lodge, wen not i, until her passing on 
February 15,190 

“Their son Paul of Las Vegas, s stil in the 
Marines 

"Tilt son John married Helen MeMilan in 
‘Lacombe in 18, They lived an a couple of farms 
{nthe area, farming part dime and working out, 
land they rioved oUt fo the coast fora couple of 
‘years. They bought the home farm in 1982 and 
they contitued farming there until 1965, when 
they moved info Leslevile and rented out the 
farm, John then had been employed by Arnette 
fand Burgess Pipeline Co, so now worked full 
{ime He was killed in an industrial aceldent at 
‘Buironton, July 29, 197, ohn Is survived by his 
‘wife Helen of Leaievite, son Walter’ and 
‘daughter Darlene 

Walter ts at Grande Prairie, where he Is 
presently the accountant for the Treasury 
Branch. 

DDatiene and her husband Don Jackson live in 
Leslieville and have three children: Peandy and 
Dawna McGregor whose father chard died 
‘agiealyinan dustrial aceldent on September 
16,494 and Rhonda Jackson. 

Hany and. Hattie. Liovd will always be 
remembered. for their friendliness. and. 00d 
hhumour — who could forget Harry's hearty 
Taugh? If was so lnteetious! On the farm they 


‘were wonderful nelghbours and in business they 
Were great f0 deal with, Hatll's courage and 
tive Christan spirit through years of tess, left 
{tremendous example to all of us. 





LOWEN, JACK AND MARY — LESLIEVILLE 
PIONEERS — by Ralph Lowen 

‘Dud, Edgar Thomas Lowen, known to his 
friends as ust ET, or "ack", was born In 
Devonshire, England in 1885, one ofa fall of 
five 

‘While a boy in his homeland, hs dreams were 
to come to Canada to the “Wid West” to be a 
‘cowboy. Tals inspiration came from watching 
‘he many Bulfale Bil shows in England, tn Mav 
ff 1905 he landed in Canada alone, His frst Job 

rasa far laborer in Ontario. In 1907 he arrived 
In Calgary and hired op with the Pat Burns 
Ranches as a""cowpoke" 

“Only the summers were spent with Burns — 
the winters took him north fo trapping on is 
homestead Sled near Edmonton. Later, he filed 
nis second Homestead near Leslieville. In 
‘order toile his lala on this land, he took a train 
from Calgary to ted Deer, Tis took hen by way 
Of Shake Lake, known now as Sylvan Lake. It 
ras then surrounded by’ swampy, marshy land, 
He had to hang on tothe willows and shrubs to 
fake his way around without sinking In the 
‘Swamp, Tals same area fs now a booming reso. 
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In Calgary In 1814, he married May Lyons 
Tarbue, also from England, and left {OF the 
homestead near Leslieville. ‘Their move, was 
fade by. two boxears on the railway. ‘They 
bought @ wagon, a team and equipment, taree 
Shorthorn cows, s pig, some" furniture and 
necessary ‘housekeeping “and. homesteading 
Supplies Walle en reute, the pig they had bought 
had plgiets, the sow died, but they somehow 
saved the litle pigs. When they arrived atthe 
last stop near Rocky Mountain House, the train 
‘man opened the boxcar door and to his suzprise 
‘Saw Mother siting rocking in her rocking chal 
which she had bought a the aetion before lea 
Ing Calgary. From the end of the rallway line 
they weat the remainder by team and wagon, 
faravan’siyle. On approaching miskegs, the 
load was taken across plece by plece, reloaded 
‘nd continued oa tothe next muskeg. The deter 
faination of our pioneers! 

“They arrived at the new home, a one room log 
house which Dad had ult previously On a 
{reeless, grassy slope, It was Mother's Job to 
Keep the tog ehisceg with mud. This simple i 
te home was located inthe Beaver Flat District 
No, 19d on SE-A24051V5. Another log building 
had fo be Dull o serve as a bara, Ths was great 
‘ay country the frosts eame too late in he spr 
Ing ana too early inthe fall for grain, 

"Their rst son Was born while they were on 
te: homestead, but he ied very young with 
Whooping cough and pneumonia, 

Tin 1817 they sold out and’ moved to the 
Horseshoe Canyon area, just west of 
Drumheller. Mother’ slater and husband were 
already setied here. Ded bought some land here 
land went into arming and ranching. They ralsed 
five Sons and three daughters atter moving here 
=_Ken, Ralph, ‘Tom, Jack, Chris, Barbara, 
Gwen, ind Betty 

‘Dad passed away In 1960 and Mother in 197, 
Although thelr stay" on the homestead was 
felatlvely short, twas 8 very memorable part of 
heir lves. Oae neighbor I can remember Dad 
peaking of was the Hibert’s" only a few miles 
Sway. About 10 years ago we drove to Lesieviie 
‘and looked up the Hlfbert place, now operated by 
son. He (ook us to Dad's homestead and We 
have kept in touch ever since, 








“The turn ofthe Century for Western Canada 
saw an influx of adventurous people looking for’ 
new way of if. Word spread across Canada that 


lana Was avallable for "homesteading” in Aber. 
fa, — thus ~ in 1904 Frank Tyndal and James 
‘Malcolm, both employed as ploughmen in Prince 
Fadward Tsland relayed the message home 10 
Kersimuir, Seotland 

Willlam Fatrweather Malcolm (W.F.) tiredot 
being Involved tn the. Coal Cartage business, 
mate a sudden decision to leave for Canada with 
his fth'son, David. A story passea through the 
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{amily relating how Dave, fn a hurry to pack his 
Belongings, arose early next morning and picked 
the newest palr of sacks In the house, whieh 
belonged fo his brother Andrew, hoping that he 
Would not mis ther, 

W.E. had 13 children, eight sons and five 
aughers and two step-sons, His wife Catherine 
fand’an infant daughter Bell had passed away. 
arly 100, eventually ll but fo some made thelr 
‘vay to Canada. John remained in Scotland and 
‘Mexander, a stone mason had gone to New York 
‘lt fo work bulaiag the "skyserapers 

When David and W-P. arvived in Edmonton 
‘they found it as sil a settlement of tents They. 
Went south fo the Red Deer area to look for work 

i started at the Murdock MacDonald place 
nd ‘also worked for the Martins in the 
idgewood area, 

W.F, went West looking for land and early 
1005 he took section 52 in township 39 Range 3, 
‘This was tobe the homesteads of tree of is sons 
David, Leonard and James, W.F, took the NE 
quarter with the Horseguard Creek running 
through It James arrived from the Bast and he 
‘and David weat to work at Martine” Sito the 
forty snd got enough material fo bulld 4 house 
fnd barn on the bank of the creek near the 
‘beaver dams 

‘In 10%, Granny (Agnes, W.F.'s second wife), 
her san James Lindsay, togetter with Leonard, 
Anne and Donald left Glasgow on the 

‘Steamship Athenla’, Agnes's alder son had left 
betore and setted in Montreal 

Granny ‘and the four ehlidren stayed at 
Ridgewood with the Mecbonalds until the house 
‘was ready to move into. When that day-came the 
ory. tas been related that someone. mis 
Csleulated the number of "stovepipe. lengths 
feeded To hook up the Kitehen ‘Tange tothe 
chimney and as i'was Impossible to get more 























Pipe right away the stove had to be put up on 
Docks and Granny, being a petite woman, had to 
stand on packing cases fo do the cooking. 

“Tne first Beaver Flat school was bull onthe 


portion of land donated from David's southwest 
‘Quarter: svas Due with logs cut from the 
forthovest quarter which was Len’s. Miss Lizzie 
Martin was the (rst teacher and she boarded 
‘withthe Sr. Maleolms. Some of the familes 
[tending tnt fst school were the Bim, Geo 
‘Tutons, Rodgers, Marshalls, Teavlo's, Antillas 
‘nd the Smit sisters, Airs, Smith and her to 
daughters came from Bneland to ive with her 
brother Fred Kirkman and they went back 10 
England tn the early 1020's. During the war 
years ILIBI8 Len, David and James served in 
the Canadian Army, Andrew served inthe Navy 
[Leonard was Nlled overseas in action and W.F 
‘donated abel in memory of his seventh son; this 
bellwas installed upon the rot of the new school 
‘bull only'a short distance from the log one which 
Tater burnt fo the ground in the late 1920s 
‘Most of the family had learned trades in 
Scotland, David was a house palnter 2nd paper 
hanger, from time to time he would do some 
Palnting ete. for neighbors and did the sehoot 
frnenever It needed a new coat of paint, aso 
When Mr. G. Meston Se. opened a general store 
lt Ores he painted 8 sign for it Andrew was a 
baker and often the survey ere (one of whom 
war Gen, ‘earkes) were surveying for the 
allway to Nerdegg, Andrew was. a. cook for 
them, about 1912 Affer the war Andreve and his 
ite Settled in Caigazy where they haa thelr own 
Dakery, later in the d's he worked for Pleardy's 
‘Stsan, the oldest daughter had a boarding 
house in Calgary, the other gels helped ner. She 
married Adam Gorrie a shoemaker and had a 
Sore near Andrew's bakery. Catherine married 
Frank Roy and raised three. sons, bruce 
Leonard, Frank (iilleg in war 184). Susan and 
Andrew ‘bad no children. Em became Mrs 
‘Stephens during the war her husband was killed 
fverseas and she fook up Tesidence in Calgary 
foo, she had tree children Catherine, Jonn and 
‘Sean, Bill was a sadaler-and he and’ his lle 
‘Mary and daughter Margaret also made thelr 
home in Calgary. James married in Scotland 
fring the war years and finaly took hs family 
fo farm near Hanna: they had two daughters 
Violet and Isabell and ane son James. Ann the 
Youngest daughter married a rallway engineer 
Herbert Lundy, they had one sn, Raymond, and 
fed farm at Coronation, Ray and his wife 
‘deine and some of their children live there 
"Wen Davia returned from overseas in 1819 
the bullt a log house on the southeast quarter, In 
May’ 1920 Isabella Leonard came out from 
Scotland and they were married in Calgary They 
fhad met in 198 rien she was nursing te wife ot 
omen, (Davia was visiting on leave) Isabella 
had tained In Edinburgh and. Glasgow and 
hnursed in England and Seotland during the war 

















years, Her traning was of great value in the 
Years to come on the homestead, She was elled 
pon quite often to deliver the bables of the 
Setters during the 192's and 30%. She ‘would 
bitten stay 40 days ox mare with a family (taking 
fer own baby with her), and as well as assisting 
Lt te delivery she often had fo cook meals and 
do washing and baking forthe fay wile the 
‘mother recovered to cope on her ov. “There was 
Iitle money and she often recelved seed grain ot 
potatoes as payment. Tue nearest hospltal was 
Et Red Deer, she worked with Dr, Somerville 
from ‘Eeavifie and later Dr. Hil and Dr 
Greenaway from Rocky Mouatatn House. When 
the Women's Institute started lathe alstriet she 
fave lectures on Home Nursing and First Ald 

W.E's youngest son Donald married Ethel 
Smit, niece offre Kika 1952. They ved 
onthe Taylor place across the creek. Donald nad 
{new house bull; his brother Alex came out 
from New Yore to ay the foundation and bull 
the enimney. Donald Falsed purebred Shorthorn 
tattle and traveled around the country vith 
purebred horse, he also had a beautlfil sade 
Forse called Spider. ‘They had three children, 
Margaret, Wiam and Mary. In the late 30°C 
they moved to Red Deer where Donald worked 
forthe senoa! board and in the late 60's they 
moved to British Columbia, Margaret married 
‘Tack Armstrong and they have two children, 
Patrick and Coleen, William lives with Donald 
And Ethel close by. 

W.R. pasted away in Novernber 1995 and 
‘Agnes in a4), David and Isabella moved to Red 
Deer in 1888 and both passed aay there. Theit 
only surviving child alleen lives wth her hus- 
‘Band Thomas Halme in Victoria, They have 
three eildren, David, Arlene and Lorne. 

W.F.’s surviving children are Donald, 
‘catherine and Anne 

‘Some of the hardships of thse years were due 
to the lack of communications (no ones, radios 
‘and no mail delvery) and distances between 
felghbors would often be half a mile or more, $0 
‘often one relied on sound and chimney smoke to 
be sure all was okay vith them. ‘The winters 
tere long and bitery cold (no central heating) 
Wwe often heated brieks in the oven o on fp of the 
‘Coal and wood stove and wrapped them in Hanne 
{o heat the beds, Often Father or Mother would 
Stay up of take tur Keeping the tres stoked up 
Ali night There were real eld clear nights when 
‘one could hear the trees crackling and see the 
horthern lights dancing across the sky and hear 
the great Norned owl going" To-wnlt-to-wheo. 

‘Some ofthe tragedies were severe ilness and 
dain due to lack of medical help ana the time 
fapee when word dia get through to help. There 
‘vere moments of despair when a fleld of grata 
‘would be set back by alate frost or when nearly 
Teady to narvest it would be battered by hall and 
Wind, ‘Phere. were times when all a family's 
Hopes and elongings would be destroyed by tre 








or a prize animal would de for lack oft 
help and medicine 

‘There were happy times to, such as wonder. 
ful Christmas concerts with everyone wearing 
{hele very best and pretty clothes, eagerly look 
Ing forward fo Santa Claus arriving with a if 0 
bag of candy and an orange (for some It was the 
nly candy or oranges they would get all year) 
‘Tne tee would be big and reached tothe celing, 
the decorations. were mostiy made by The 
teacher and the chldren and there were wax 
ales clipped on the bouts (Bo tre depart: 
tment) and never 8 mishap, 

un times like chicken 8nd bean suppers and 
dances were held fn the schoo! with The desks 
pushed back to te wall, The whole family would 
ome (no baby sitters) and the ite ones would 
‘oe put to sleep on the desktops. ‘The orchestra 
often consisted. of Mrs, Angus’ Martin at the 
plano, Johnny Gore on ihe drums, Frank Seat 
{ind Sam Dickson with volins. 

“here were competitive times such as the an 
nual School Fair at Lesiteile ith everyone do 
Ing their nest sewing, baking. and school work 
such as writing compasitions. There was garden 
produce grown from ihe free seeds we neclved 
Inve spring. There were sperts days and school 
Blenles Ue ice cream was delicous) 

“There was the magic of our first battery radio 
‘only toe used on very special occasions such a 
‘Texaco News, the funeral of King George V, 
hockey games and concerts 

“Tut momentous occasion, when we went to 
‘Bamonton by special train to see the vit of King 
George Vi and Queen Elizabeth (the frst tran 
‘ae for most ofa, 

‘Sunday dinners, Christmases and New Years 
with lends, such as Mestons and Maconochies, 
Were also speclal sccasions, 

‘Harvest time with threshing crews fo prepare 
meals for, the aroma of fresh baked bread, apple 
ples and roast beet and fresh garden vegetables 
teas a special occasion. ‘The welcome sight of 
Fipe grain and fresh siraw and a good yield 
‘ean bills would be peld and money enough 9 
Carey the family through another year 

‘Some of the teachers who boarded at Dave 
‘Malcolm's home were Mise Wade about 1927-2 
‘Miss MacDonald about 180) and. Mr, W. C 
‘McRoberts about 198-9. 
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(me) 
‘Angus McColl Martin was born at Buxton, 
‘near Chatham. Ontario, April 12,1881 He came 
{o'Atberta with hls farally to farm, known as 
Glentromic, being the NE LES7-WS srhieh had 
‘been homesteaded by his father in 1888. When he 
‘Was IB years old he look up his own homestead 
‘which was NW 1237-15, whieh he farmed for 
many years, In 1907 in company with hs brotier 
Tachie and W.C. MacDougall of High River he 
‘went into the Tumnber business whieh kept him 
Dus during the Winer while farming in the 
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summer. In 1990 a disastrous fire put an end to 
‘he furbering and he ond his family settled on 
the farm, 

‘On December 2, 1811 he was married to Miss 
‘Matte Reilly, eldest daughter of Mand Mrs. 
‘John Rell, who was born In Toronto, Ontaro, 
‘Tune 13 1886 and came to Alberta in 1908 Angus 
land: Mattie nad a family of ix sons and (vo 
daughters: 

‘Marion Elizabeth, now ving in Calgary, bora 
September 22, 1913, married to Herbert F. 
Miller, Augusi 24, 1994. They have two sons 
Kennett Robert, born Say 28, 135 married to 
‘Miss Gerda Graig and they have four enllaren — 
Katherine. Marion, born January 10, 1961 — 
Stuart Angus, born November 1, 1865 — Kristan 
Le, born June 2, 1969 and John Lachlan, born 
June 77, 1871. Verne Ronald, born October 18, 
1908 married to Miss. Constance Alexander 
December 21, oso and. have ‘one. daughter: 
Sharon, born October 19, 1968. 

‘Angus Leslie (Bud), born December 29, 1913, 
now living at Alhambra, married. t0° Miss 
Svanhild Sande August 7, 1917 and have one 
daughter: Joyce Ann born July 12,1850 

“John Cameron,” bora March 21, 18, 
now living at. Hlchmond, British Columbia, 
married fo Miss Margaret Dodds September 24, 
18H They have two daughiers: Marlene Emily, 
horn April2i,1845and married to Lloyd MeLeod, 
Noveriber 4 1068: they have two children — 
Dayna Km born June 4, 197 and Tervie Dawn 
born July'7, 1977. Shirley Anne, born Mareh 25 
1952, married Douglas Kinnear: January 5, 1971 

il'nave one son Thomas james, born Oc 
tober 20,1977 

Gordon Victor, bors November 18, 1818, 
passed away October 30, 1953 

‘Douglas Murray, bora June 17, 1920, now lv 
‘ng in Red Deer, married fo Miss Alice Christine 
‘ahraus, Noversber It, 1988. They have {vo 
{aughers: Eleanor Louise, born February 20, 
Wi ana Diane Janine born October 8, 195. 

‘Margaret Adelaide, born November 9, 1922, 
residing at Rocky Mountain House, was. not 
‘married but Was Senlor Night Supervisor at the 
‘Alberta School Hospital for over 30 years. She 
lives with her mother 

‘Wenneth Alexander, born May 29,2995, now 
living’ at Alhambra, married Yo Miss irene 
Mushka, November 18, 1948. They have to 
Gaugnters! Jean Marion, born May 2, 1951 and 
Matilyn Gayle born Janvary 2, 198. 

‘Willan MeKenzie, bora August Tt, 192, tv 
ing at Rocky Mountain House, married to Miss 
Ta ‘Krenbrink, June 1, 1947. They have (wo 
sons: Wayne’ William, born’ August 7,198, 
‘Burried fo Miss Eleanor Galenza February 28, 
M10 and they have two sons: Robert Willam 
iborn ‘September 19, 1970 and Wayne Scott 
Franklin born July 27, 1975 Bruce Allen, bora 
plember 0, 1849 married to Mis Shela Kole. 
Biejak in 1971 and have. three. daughters: 
Kimberley Ana, bora September 25, 1968, Tara 























Lee, born July 1, 3901 and Tammy Roxanne 
Uiilian'bore June 25,1574 

‘After several bad heat! attacks Angus MfeColL 
Martin passed away in the Eekvile Hospital on 
Pebruaty 24 1964 and is bred in the amaly plot 
Inthe Red Deer Cemetery 


MASON, WILLIAM 3. 

Ty dam Jennings Mason, was bora in 888 
‘at Kokoro, indiana. MY parents were ‘Thomas 
Jefferson Mason and Martha Mason. Twas the 
bldest of thet family of five boys. Ny brothers 
Were Chester, Noel, Alonzo and Tommy. 

“About 16H) We moved tothe Woods county 
area in eastern Oxlabama. In 1901 we moved to 
the western part of Oklahoma when It was 
opened up for homesteading. We went by 
covered wagon, trlling some cattle and horses, 
‘We stayed there until 812, then moved to Mon 
tana 

"A rhyme that comes to mind might explain 
vgn we left, "Hurray for Oklahoma, the land of 
the tree, the nome of the grasshopper, the bed 
bug and flea, 

“a neighbor asked my father, Thomas, why he 
was going so far north, Didn't he know that water 
Wroull treeze in welis 40 feet deep? ‘Thomas 
Unswered, “Hell, Pve seen it boll in wells that 
ficep in Oklanorta, so whieh is worse?” 

‘My father farmed in Montana fora year anda 
naif before deciding to move to Alberta. MY 
father, mother, and my four brothers and Teame 
by train as settlers, ata special rate. We crossed 
i Portal North Dakota and came to Rocky 
Mountain House in 01d. The first winter was 
Spent southwest ot Crimson Lake. Then we 
Toved fo the Lesieville strict about 2915, fo the 
NE 0-405, land known as the Pete Moser Dl 
Eater we moved ta the John Young quarter, NW 
214065 and stayed about five years 

Daring the frst War I wen fo Calgary to join 
the army but was not called up until the war Was 
Lmgost over, and then maycal was cancelled, 

in 1919 Helen Albertine Secland and 1 were 
married and sve moved to where Jack Leslie now 
forme, (ths land was known eariler asthe lot 
place). In early 1921 Thomesteaded the SE: 31-0. 
Bland rnoved there shortly afterwards. Weralsed 
fur family ere and are continuing tollve on this 
Tand, having been here now for 56 years, We had 
Seven children, Norman, Vera, Elier, William, 
Alfred, Andrew, and Miidred. 

‘My father, brothers and J, played music for 
‘dances all arcund the district, as far east as Con 
(dor and west to Rocky Mountain House 

remember working atthe MeDougal mil for 
08 day. The pay was tobe fake out in furber 
tthe end of the winter. Some of the men would 
play poker, betting 2x ¥'s and2 x6. The planed 
amber was delivered to Rocky Mountain House 
for $7 thousand fect. 

‘My father lived fora tle while on the John 
aa pce SW SAL 3, before homesteading 
fhe SW 2ks18 WS around 122, My father dled in 




















August 1924, and my mother passed avway 25, 
years later in 189 

have a very good orchard which I started 
about 1835, I raise. Batleford, Hever, No. 32 
Rescue and. Osman apples and crabapples 
‘enough for myself and family. and the neighbors 
‘round the district. My yard and garden sa very 
‘Beautiful spot nthe spring when ll the tres are 
In blossom, Ive only lost one crop due o frost i 
athe years 've grown ful ints spot in Alber 


AND MRS. ROBERT 
DUNCAN — fy Matite Martin 

‘Robert, MeCallum. was born {a Scotland, 
January’ 2, 1896 living. there nil after Ris 
Tater's death; his tamily moved to Yorkshire 
there he resided walil coming to Canada about 
SHO"At that time he was a. young student 
Ininister and was stationed in southern Alberta 
ft Gleichen and Pineher Creek. He was sent {0 
‘Nordegs in 191 and came fo Leslieville in 1%. 
Inhis youth he had started to study medicine but 
A health prevented him trom following tht 
profession but after a while inthis west country 
fis health improved. What he had learned at 
medical schoo! was kept in hls head end many 2 
person was helped by him In tlmes of sickness, 
Fe preached for many Years at Leslieville and 
surrounding district ad conducted over 200 
funerals during bis time. He was the postmaster 
for nearly 40 years and also ile te postion as 
Secretary for the minlcipalty for along time un 
SHUM ean overtook him and he had fo resign 
‘om hs labors. 

‘On April 16, 1916 he was married to Bertha 
Alice Relly in Rea Deer and they settled down fo 
thelr married Ute little shack but later bull 
lage house In Leslieville whlen was used asthe 


MeCALLUM, MR, 








post office and thelr dwelling place until thelr 
Fotrement, They sold thelr property about 1982 
land went to live at the Westview Lodge in Rocky 
Mountain House. After a stayin hospital 12 
‘ocky Mr. MeCatlum passed away Jantary 7, 
bed. Funeral. services were held trom the 
Presbyterian Churen in Rocky Mountain House, 
‘rth burial inthe Leslevlle Cemetery, January’ 
Het 

‘Bertha was a helpmate to Bob in the Post Of 
fice all the years tat they were employed there 
fd fooka great Interest In the works of he com 
unity, especialy’ the Women’s Institute, of 
Which she was a charter member, and the Reval 
Purple, of which she was alfe member. She took 
great pleasure in curling and kating and in her 
Sounger days. was avery fine singer. She 
Femained In Rocky Mounfain House for 1wo 
years affer her husband's death, then moved 10, 
Fed Deer, remaining there untll her passing on 
October 7) 77 A memorial sevice was held in 
Red Deer on the moraing of October 12, ith a 
Special service by the Ells Lodge andthe ladies 

Purple officiating inthe afternoon 

"Ske hall n Leslieville, Burial was in 
the Leslieville Cemetery 

"To this couple was born a daughter, Betty 
Jean Ishbel who was raised at Lesllevile unl 
She married Mr. R.'T- Gregson and went folive 
in Toronto, ‘To them were born four daughters 
fd one son; Marilyn, Sandra, Lynn, and the 
fins, Rober’ and Donna. They alive close 
to ther parents at Port Bolster, near Lake Sim 
the, Ontario, There are a grandehiidren. 

















MeGIL1, PERCY THOMAS — (by Mattie Mar- 
a) 


‘One could write pages about thls person but 
time wil not permit so T will suck to afew 
fetails, He was born and brougit up in Ontario, 
{round London, Think, and whatever possessed 
him to piek on Lesllevile as a homing place 
‘ever was found out. Early n 1812 he arrived and 
from that time on he remained here, That par 
Heular winter was very cola after the New Year, 
there belng ao snow anill after Christmas and 
then it turned bitterly cold, something that Perey 

© not used fo 
‘Aman by the name of Oliver Wright (com 
‘monly called Olle) lived down on the road east of 
BBaley‘s with hls wife and family and his father 
He was a man of tremendous proportions bat lke 
all at people liked toe Jolly and have fun and 
We da have many good laughs with hz. Well he 
Took a contract to-do some bushwork out Near 
Nordegg that cold winter and hired a bunch of 
the young fellows around to go out and mork for 
him: Among the lot were Perey Mill, Ted Ea 
siga, Tom Butler, Leaman Paltersoo abd Victor 
Reilly and maybe cthers, and Fatty. Wright 

Imseit. On the Way out they stopped for lunch 
and of course Ted Ensign offered to make the 
coffee. No water being handy, he scooped up 
Some nice elean snow. Also In that Year there 








‘wore lots of rabbits which had been seampering 
‘around and you can Imagine what happened "0 
poor Ted when the boys drained thetr cups. The 
Best part was hearing MeGHl tel. Tt was not 
{0 long before he and some of ihe rest arrived 
‘ack af Leslieville and there he stayed untl is 
passing. For a long time he was a clerk in 
Mekinnon’s store, ne nad a buteher shop of his, 
‘wn and did wel with that fn nearly all the pays 
‘weused to put on he had a lending par for he was 
2 good actor. He also was a good poker player, 
‘as many could Testify and was wonderful Wi 
figures and had a remarkable’ memory. He 
Delonged to the Roman Catholc Church, and 
although he seldom attended a service, was, 
‘buried from the Cathlie Churen in Syivaa Lake, 
Father MfeDonald conducting. Perey had nad 
Beumenta' more than once, finaly having & 


McLBAN, MR. ANDREW — (by Mattie Martin) 

Kndrew McLean came from Quebec, near 
Lake Megantic, to Alberta. about 1907 coming 
fut fo the Lesioviedistriet and setling om the 
Tand about two miles east of there directly east 
of the quarter that the Hopkins family ved on — 
Sald land later beng taken over by Mr. and Mrs. 
‘rm Inglis. With Andrew ‘were his mother, & 
Sister, Barbara (Wwho later became Mrs. George 
‘Thompson) and a young lad by the name of Joh 
ay Gore 

‘There was another sister, Lily, who was 
married to Ar. Norman ‘MeDenald and they 
lived east of that, not foo far from Harry Ar 
nold's place. Andy was not a strong man but was 
§'good farmer, having brought with him horses, 
atte and machinery. Ils mother was vers 
fice person and dled a few years later After 
Barbara was married he left'and not too much 
was heard of him 

"Tue Norman MeDonale's lived for several 
years on the farm where thelr children were 
‘born, at least some at them. Ronald was the 
Gldest, then Hector (who aflerwards married 
Mona Ball and Flora, and'T think there was 
younger lel. There were also two brothers of 
Norman's who had land farther north but they 
‘id ot stay Yoo long. Norman worked at Nordea, 
in the winter. They finally moved to Red Deer 
Where they lived for. several years. Mrs. 
‘MeDonala (Lil) was a tine singer and iso did 
‘recitations and readings at many gatherings, but 
{think the MeDonalds are all gone now. 


McLEOD, ALLAN — submitted by John MeLeod 

‘Allan MeLcod was born in Prince award 
Island in 1851. His wife Emaline Keennon, Was 
bora in Makaska County, Askalooea, Tdaho, it 
1864, They were married in 18 

"Taey came fram Gaston, Oregon, to Alberta 
ln 100s, Setling northwest of Lellevlle on the 
SE-0pdi55, Tne family consisted of elght sons, 
tne daughter and allen’s father, Grendpa Joh 
Mevcod™— who was born in 88, in Seotland. He 

















‘led in 1906 and, Is buried In the Lesllevile 
Cemetery. Allan's eldest daughter” Minnie, 

femained in Oregon. Allan and Praline MeL.eod 
operated a stopping house for the stage coach, 
feighters, and for otter setters secking land, 
fand although there are none of these buildings 
tere now, the row of spruce trees planted by 
Emaline McLeod still stands, stately and tall 
marking the spot where our Grandparents 
‘carved aut a home and anew way offen Alber 

fa, and these trees sll hold a meaning for us, 

ta somehow these tees were spared when the 
house burned down a few years ayo. 

“Grandpa and Grandma Allan MeLced’s fami 
ly were —Minnle (stayed in Oregon), Dan, John, 
‘Albert: Henry, Kate, Frank, Sterling, Leto and 
feale, Of these, Daa, John, Albert-and Henry 
‘cach homesteaded a quarter of 283855. Kate 
having married Alex Sm, homesteaded the SW 
$1,305, (now ovned by Wiillam Dirsten). They 
also bought the NE TD-5 and in T948soid It 0 
Ohiver Salmon. 











Grandma and Grandpa Allan MeLeod raised 
tne family of James Ml.cod, (mores fol ofthis 
In'the James MeLeod history) 

‘There were o telephones, no radios, no 
television and no, electricity! ‘There was, 
however, lots of bucksawing of Wood fo keep the 
Rouse warm, hauling of fed for he stock, tots of 
‘barn cleaning, lots af water carrying and lots of 
‘walking if you wished to go somewhere. 

‘Before fong, someone brought in wood say 
ing machine ad people gathered at each other's 
Places fo exchange work and get the wood pile 
Ziwed. Sometimes the crew consisted of nearly 
fasmany men a8 the threshing crews. 

Gearing the land by hand wth an ax and us 
saga team of horses to pull the stumps, usually 
tise up the summer mouths, ana somerines was 
[brea struggle before a eld of any size was ob 
fale. 

THotds were not always passable, even to the 








horse-drawn vehicles. Most of them were sin 
Ging trails that kept to the igher Land, 

fegatdless of where the road allowances were. 

Most creeks were without bridges 59 were just 
forded ifthe water Wast’l foo deep. Recreation 
fame in the form of slelghing and skating par 

es, house parties and dances inthe local School 
houses, On‘one such occasion It was declded to 
have a masquerade ball, with all the costumes, 

{eto being ait of clown thought It might be tx 

teresting to go as 2 Young lady, and so, in long 
Arese, ringlefed wig and make-up he arrived at 
the dance: One young man wes badly smatten 
With the new gi, and lost no time showing his 
Uttections, and claiming every possible dance 
With "her and finally as hs supper partner at 
Whien time everyone unmasked fo snow thelr 
Identity: The young man was quite shocked to 
tind he bad fallen so hard for Leto McLeod, 
‘whom he knew quite well! 

‘Grandima and Grandpa MeLeod returned to 
Oregon about 1818, taking Mary, Wallace, 
‘Shgeline and Isobel with, them.” Margaret 
femained in Red Deer, where she was employed 
Dan, Albert, Leto and Leslie also returned 10 
Oregon then, as did Kate and Alex Sim, Just a 
Short time later 

"Frank became a rallroad steam engineer and 
for several years was employed withthe C.N-R. 
‘on he train that travelled through Lesllevilie, He 
{ansterred to Jasper, where It was discovered 
he had colour blindness, and he worked tn the 
Foundhouse there until he retiement In 1958. le 
‘was married and he and his wife, Mildred, 
‘operated a rooming Bouse in Jasper until her 
passing n 1098, and a short time later he sold out 
Ena moved to Edson, He also had the misfortune 
tt having Ms right leg amputated below the knee. 
{in i? he married Mrs. Rose Whiaden and they 
Continued fo make their Rome in Edson unl his 
passing in August 175 

Storing served wit the Armed Forces during 
World Wari fe returned to Leslieville and later 
Iarticd Maude Richardson and they lived at 
Teslieviie for a few years before moving to 
‘Oregon where he lived unlit his passing In'Oc 
tober, 197 

Ticnry had learned the blacksmith trade from 
Mr, Ed Good and was employed in his shop It 
Rocky Mountain House. He also did Blacksmith 
tvork at the saves In the inter. In J816 he 
Iarried Margaret MeLecd, the eldest member 
tof the James Melod family, (mmentloned earlier 
{nth writing) and they remained at Leslieville 
dun 1982 

‘Kate now $0 years of age, sl ives in Oregon. 
Leto lives in Oregon and Leslle in Calfornia 














McMEEKIN, ROBERT AND ISABELLA 
{Orleinaly the name was Medeeking 
tne ensilng years, for reason unkown, 
Was deleted and the name became MeMeekin for 
the following generations.) 
‘Mr. Robert MeMeekin was born In Glasgow, 





Scotland, March 20, 1882, the son of John 
MeMecking and Mary Lynch, 

Tsabella, MoGregor vas. born In Glasgow, 
Scotland, on August 1, 1881, the daughter of 
James MeGregor and Margaret Munn. 

Robert and Isabella grew up and spent thle 
carly youth In Seolland. ‘They were martied 
there inthe early 190's. After s number of years 
they" and thelr young fatally immigrated fo Ot 
{awa, Ontario, Canada. In 1815 MF. MeMeckin 
trlisted and served with the 7th Batalion Cana 
flan Overseas Expeditionary Force in World 
War Upon is disenarge in 106, tuey lived fora 
time in Ottawa, later moving west to Calgary 
Alberta. There Mr. MeMeekin owned a draying 
ipsiness and taught carpentry athe. Indian 
Schoo, He was also employed with the railway 
ft Gadsby, Alberta for 8 ime. Tn the early 208 
they moved thelr belongings by horses) and 
Wagon from Calgary to tele homestead, the 
farm now owned by Tom Holland in the area 
north of Leslieville (SW 20-40-W3) Mrs, 
MeMeekin and younger ehllaren came by train 

‘Mrs, MeMeckin assisted Dr. Sommerville of 
Eckville at many’ of the birt In the district, 
when most births sil Occurred inthe homes 

‘She was of a humorous nature and enjoyed a 
bit of adventure. She Wwas. among those who 
Evalledthemeelves of the first chance Leslieville 
people had of fying over thelr village for 10 
Inintes, when @ Mr. Soe Patton In hs §9 #.P, 
Gypsy Moth vistied the town In February 16, 
1. The olg Cap Card feld, just northeast of 
town proved an ideal landing and taking otf 
place. She sometimes sang and played a bit ot 
Plano at some of the secial events. 

‘ir. MeMeokin was a qutet man with an ap 
titude for art, His main Interests were his home 
dnd fara 

They had seven children, two daughters, 
Mary’ and Margaret and five sons, Alexander, 
Robert, James Waller and Allan 

‘All their sons tere in the services during 
World War I Alexander in the Royal Canadian 
Navy’ Robert and Walter In the Royal Canadian 
Airforce: and_allan In 10 Field Company 
RCECAS®, Canadian Army (active) He 
Served in Canada, the United Kingdam, the Cen. 
tral Mediterranean area. and Continental 
Europe, 

‘Alexander Gunnlon MeMeckin was born in 
Giasgow, Seotland on Nov. 1, 190 He passed 
way September 38, 2964. During his ite he 
travelled about a lot and had varying oc: 
upatlons such as hotel walter, slevedore, 
longshoreman, bodsman, pipette and farmer: 

He was mazried three limes! Fist, to Marie 
Chevallier of Alhambra, Their Iwo sons are, 
Robert Leslle, born July 17, 1929, and Maurice 
Victor Louls Born July 12, 1834. Second, to Ruth 
Peabody of Forest Grove, Oregon, USA. Thelt 
daughter is Virginia Helen borm Apel 20, 1888, 
Third to Helen Johnston of Oregon, US.A."Thelt 
fon Is Alexander born August 18, 1981 and a 


daughter Valerie Jean bor April 7, 1959. His 
‘Widow Helen now resides In Oregon 

Mary Gunnlon MeMeckin Was, born in 
Guasgow, Scotland, November 3, 1807. She 
passed aivay’ there In Infancy. 

Margaret M. MteMeekin Was bora in Glasgow, 
Scotland, July 30, 1906. She passed away in the 
late 1960's She was married twice, Her first hus 
‘band was Ralph Marwood of Calgary. They had 
fone son, Halph Frederick, Her second husband 
Was W. Lou Myers of Portland, Oregon, U.S.A, 
“They lived in Portiand and Florence, Oregon and 
Redwood city, California, Lou passed away i 
easly 180, 

Rober! Gunnion MeMeckla was orn in 
Giasgow, Seotland, on February”, 1810. He 
married Jovee Payne of Calgary, where they 
Fesided for many years. He worked for the 
Government asa paymasier for ne Deparimeat 
Of National Defence, and in the Department of 
Indian Affairs there, ‘They retired to Royston, 
ELC. where he passed avay In January, 1972 
They ‘ave onc’ daughter, Janet Isabel, born 
August 31, 1906 

“Tames Munn MeMeckin, born May 20,1913, 
passed away in a drowning accident at 
Lestlevue on July 22, 825 

‘Waller MeGregor MeMcekin born at Corona. 
tom, Alberta on Getober 7, 1017 married Ceelia 
‘Anna Frevllager of Evergreen. ‘They lived In 

Calgary during the vears he served in the Alt 

Force and upon his discharge ook up residence 
in’ Leslievile, where. they still Feside. He 
‘managed Leslieville Motors for many years unt 
iehanged ownership m0". He remains there 
As the head mechanic. They have six children: 

Maureen Helene Isabela (Mrs. Tom Coulter 
of Fruitvale, B.C) born January 16, 1841 at 
Erie: She was a head teller withthe Bank of 
‘Montreal until Rer marriage. She fs Yalented in 
art. Her husband Tom, is a manager with 8.8 
‘Kresge Company, so they are transferred qulte 
‘requently — so far they have been in Red Deer, 
Alberta, North Battleford and Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Toronto, Ontario: Prince George 
and Frulvale B.C. They have three chllaren, 
‘Thomas Geralé, Sendra Maureen and Dawn, 
Michelle 

‘Carole Roberta (Mrs. Charles W. Bllawehuk 
‘of Edmonton) born February 4,183 at Calgary, 
She recelved her Bachelor of Arts trom. the 
University of Alberta in 12, aad is presently 
employed as a social worker with AlbeFta Social 
Services and Community Health, Her husband, 
Ghartes, Ss employed with Clty of Edmonton 
‘Telephones, “They have two children, Lesley 
Daw, and Toda Alan 

Peier Walter MeMeckin of Condor, Alberta, 
born December 28, 185, at Eckville, Alberta, He 
‘married Deborah Pamela Grace Bates of Con 
tir, He works in construction, is an operating 
engineer and also a mechanic, They have (0 
daughters, Susan Katherine, and Sherrie Marte 

‘Cecile Margaret (Mrs. Paul Viala of Red 














Deer) born March 5, 1949 at Eekvill, She was a 
Switchboard operator and receptionist at Fed 
‘Deer College until she retired on December 1, 
9Tt to avwalt the arrival of thelr flrt bora in 
Sanuary, 1978. Her husband, Paul, isa foreman 
at Federal Ploneer Electr im Rea Deer 

Bruce Alan MeMeekin of Alhambra, born on 
Maren i, 1051 at Eekvile. He married Geen 
Gavle MeMlllan of Alnambra. He works in con 
‘Siruction and is also an opersting engineer. They 
{re algo awaiting the aival of tele first bora ia 
Sanusry, 1978 

Robert James McGregor MeMeekin of 
Leslieville, born on August 25, 1854, at Eek. 
He is empioved at Rocky Wood Preservers, is 
Hcensed ‘grader and sealer and works. at all 
fspects of the lumber business, as wel. He is & 
member of the Leslieville Eiks Fastball team 
They. won the 197 Foothills Fastball Chars 
Dlonship and he is alsoa member of the 

lilies” hockey team (Rocky Commerc 
Hockey League), They won the 187677 cham. 
plonship. He i single and ives at home. All the 
Ehlldren attended ‘Leslee Elementary and 
Davia Thompson High School 

‘lan Smith MeMeekin, was born at Calgary 
fon August 22, 900, He married Dorothy Jean 
Gatlaway of Calgary, who passed away in 1947, 
hilar worked at Shepherd, Alberta, and Calgary 
fora time, later farmed and was einployed with 
{he railway" at Leslieville. He now resides in 
Rocky Mountaln House, 

‘ir. Robert MeMeekin passed away in 1906 
and hiss. Isabella MeMeekin and the family of 
‘he younger ehildren moved Into the (OWA of 
Lestlvile in 1827, Through the years they lived 
{n various places (roughout the province — 
Hunley, Calgary, and Evergreen included, but 
Feturaéd to reside in Lesievile where. Mrs. 
‘MeMeekin passed away en March 27, 196 


McMILLAN, HUNTLEY AND LEIGH (LEE) — 
Dy Mattie Martin) 

Telgh (Lee) MeMllan was a real nice young 
rman sto live up behind the Butte not too far 
rom Ted Ensign: He and Ted always remained, 
good friends but Leigh dd not stay toolong inthe 
Entry and went back to Bdmonton. Hovever, 
fis brother, Huntley MeNlan, eame and lived 
on the farm and did wel. He married one of the 
Conn giris (nose parents carne to lve on the 
Dlace where Me. and Mrs. McNeil lived. and 
frnere the Laurence Olivers now reside). Then. 
FHlurtey's parents came to live onthe arm and 
‘were good residents for @ number of years. 


McTAVISH, WILLIAM AND EFFIE, 

Willan and Bifle MeTavish came from the 
Letnbrigge district and. proved. up om Henry 
Becker's homestead’ SE-13405W3. They had 
‘ne daughter and two sons, Muriel, Douglas and 
Gordon. 

‘hey were a happy, warm hearted family and 
contributed much to the socal life of the com 
‘unity. The ladies were members of the W.l 








Muriel married Frank Averill and they bad 
two daughters and one son, Audrey (Mrs, Starn), 
Brenadine (Aire. Ammons) and Bly: They all 
Hive tte USA. 

Trranle was a gifted artist and thoy lived fora 
time on SEAUAO5.N5. Frank dled gulte awhile 
go, Muriel used to come fo the farm a lot tohelp 
Bovg out, but she passed away’ not long ago, 

‘Douglas has aot marsied and Lives on the 
homestead, farms a tall section snd has alot of 
food beet atti 

‘Gordon became ill and passed away while 
stu’ young man. 


MENZIES, THE ARCIE L. HISTORY 

Strand ars, A. L, Menzies arzivea at Sarna, 
‘ontario, trom Scotland. in 1805, where. they 
Feslded forthe next two Years. Arcle came west 
na harvest exeursion ip the fll of 1805 t0 In 
nisi. After the harvest he set out on ft to 
Toate a brother Bob, who had earlier located 
Somewhere near Oras, Tis was all virgin 
{errifory so as a result the ponds he could not 
Wade through, he swam, to get there. Bob and 
[Arehie then went on a land scouting spree for 3 
homestead, Archie fled. om NWA0405-W5, in 
September, 1907. Bob filed on NE-840-5- 
“Archie then proceeded to erecta small og cabin, 
‘tore freeze. 

“The following spring he brought his wife and 
two young children out to the new home. 

‘Many’ the alsappointments and setoacks they 
encountered in ensuing Years as frost, samp 
fever in horses, and shortage of money plagued 
them as well a8 all early settlers. All supplies, 
00d, bullaing materials, and other necessities 
‘were freghted from Red Deer by oxen and later 
by norses, a journey of 0 odd males, a journey 
through, around, and across muskeg, rivers, and 
‘bush alls. Hwever, with typlesl.“Seoteh 
‘determination they persisted ana finally over. 
‘came their adversities In the ensuing years fve 
‘more ebildren were barn and raised. 

"Tn i811 the frst sehool was voluntarily bullt 
but only remained open during the fall and 
Spring months for @ couple of years unt 
‘more settlers and puplts became available 

"Archie spent part of the fist few Winters 
working at @ savimilftteen miles from home, 
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Mary Ano, Archie's wife, staved home and 
Tonka afer he family andthe etrlivestoc 
Ings absence. He received te princely sum ot 
$15.0 per month for hs labour, but Reiped fo 
Keep the family fed and cloned. 

Te ult a new barn and house in 1916 on 
higher land in hopes of combating the dread ot 
{heveacy setters — swamp fever, whl Took 
‘any a homesteader’s hrat, leaving Bim with 
zo farming power for atime 

The CAR railroad constructed a line 
tacoagh fo Rocky’ ountsin House and Novdegg 
in lol Leslee then became te hamlet at 
non io-day Mall service which had previously 
teen brought by stage once a week to the store 
‘wasnow transported ty tran, Thesettlers realy 
Thought everihiag was golag well now. Coal 
Trines opened at Netdegs ana seers earned ex 
tea cath working on he allroad and aso ob 
tained a market for thts surplus ay and oats 86 
teed fr the mine ponte. 

“Ie first phone line of eight miles was con 
structed by volunteer labour sbout band used 
fxenaively up unl the te the existing Hines 
Mere taken over by AGT 

“oe fats of the and were wid berries as 
saskstoons, blueberries, strawberries, 
Faspberries,gooseberies ako wid game ike 
Seer, rabbi, moose, prairie eblcken snd par 
{Se alo an abundace of wood fr fue 

‘log ebureh was pat up in Leslie by In 
terested voluntars ta the cary year i Which 
‘Arehe parilpated and the ailing way used 
forabou twenty-sve to hist years afterwards 

Sew rouse were construct ay me went ox 
and extra money was eared By lpg 4 
job with a four-horse team. ie 

‘Beope had various forms of entertainment 
such as dances, Christmas Tee propamnines, 
flso ‘the famed chautavaua made. [rs 
Sppearance tn the early 183s or betore: Later 
an he School Fates and summer plenes Weld 
place in the sia fe of the community 

it sccmed lke a miracle That everyone 
seemed osiayhesithy as doctors and modes of 
‘Fave were far away inte of need aves 
store «blessing fo many @ newborn under tose 
Conditions: Home made remedies and cares all 
Seemed fe work wonders 

‘During these Can days mechanized power 
wat unheard of, 0 brushing, sleeing, piling, 
Warning, were done by hand, Many tebertous 
hours were spent n these tasks by Archie, Ma 
‘nad het family wl enough land wad pat 
production to meet the demand of growing 
emily. "Tocday very Ute of the homestead nat 
rote, 

‘Archie and Mary Ana purchased their first 
cat, a new lite Chevrolet. Prior to this bugles, 
emocrats and wagons, a8 well as horseback 
swore the modes of travel 

‘free and Mery Ann have gone to thelr ust 
reward Arce pated away in iba he sgeot 
FovMary Aa pabsed aay in 18a he ageof30 
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years, But the original homestead is stil ved in 
nd farmed by some of the sons. Following are 
fhe names of thelr sons and daughters; Archie, 
Margaret, Mary, Robert, Agnes, Alexander and 
Donald All but'Margaret stl ive in the im 
mediate district, Margaret lives at Delourne, 
Diberta, 

Archie, J. homesteaded the NE 1040S in 
1902 and later purchased the NE #-0-5W9 of his 
Uncte Bob's estate. Arche stil farms this land 
today 

‘overt bought the NE 16-40:5W5 of his Uncle 
Bob's and later became an Alberta Wheat Poot 
agent. He is retired from the Wheat Pool ana at 
present residing In Lesleville with his wife, 
Evelyn, owning a. grocery business — the 
Tesilevie Mercantile. They have five ehildren, 
all married and living in the surrounding ares. 

Margaret and her husband, Harry 
Gongaware are retired from farming and live of 
the family format. Delburne. Prior (0. her 
Marriage, Margaret taught school. They have 
two sons —both married and they earry’on the 
Dusiness of farming, 

‘Macy and her husband, Ea Smith are actively 
farming east of Leslievilé at present. They have 
{Wo daughters — both married and live in the 
area quite elese to thers 

Agnes and her ‘husband, Laurence Oliver 
reside an a {arm afew miles from town 
Laurence’ works full time as parte-man at & 
‘machine shop In Eckvlle. They have one som, 
‘Wao is draftsman in the eft 

‘Alex ana his wife, Margaret and his brother 
bon reside onthe original Mensies farm and con 
tinge withthe farming operations 

‘These are the grandchildren and great 
sgeandehildzen of Archie and Mary Ann Menzies 

TTarraine and Phylls are the clldren of Ed 
and Macy Smith. Lorraine is married fo John 
Schroderus and reside in Eekville. ‘They have 
four children, Karen, Lorne, Jule and orale. 
‘Karen Is married to Robin Tolonen and lives in 
Red Deer. Payllis is married to Ensio 
Schroderus’ and’ has. two children, ‘Ken and 
Audrey. They reside Inthe Lesiieviliedistriet 

‘Philip and Keith are the children of Harry and 
Margaret Gongaware and reside on thet farms 
In'Delburne district. Pulip Is married to Lals 
Hoerle and has three children, Nell, Greg and 
Lor. Kelth s married to Maureen Perry and has 
tio children, Allan and Shella 

‘Connie, Carol, Bob, Marlene and Wendy are 
the ehlldren of Bob and Evie Menzies, Connie is 
married to Jerry Litz and has three ehileren, 
‘April, Dana and Bradley. They lve in Red Deer 
Carol Bryant resides in Calgary and has four 
Silden, Garry, Curis, Shere! and Rodney, BoD 
is married to Shella Heikkinen and has two 
children, ‘Shauna. and Robert. Tuey live In 
LLeslevilie area. Marlene is married to Chester 
‘etenum and lives in Lesievile. They have tro 
children, Christopher and Senaifer. Wendy 1s 
‘married'to Bob Bryant and resides in Caroline. 











“They have two children, Angola and Kimberley. 
Don ithe son of Laurence and Agnes Oliver 
and resides in Red Deer 


‘THE MESTON FAMILY. 

‘Mz, and Mrs, Robert Meston and three 
aughiers lett Aberdeen, Seatland, May, 1811 
‘Mary and Besse, (Ellzabeth) came out 0 Alber 
{aby themselves, 10 be followed, a few weeks 
later, by thelr parents and the eldest sister, Ela 
‘The brothers, George and Bob were already 
here, having taken up land in the Bingley dls 
itiet, George met the family at Red Deer 
Ralliay Staion. The trip fo George's homestead 
‘was made by wagon and team, and Took 10 
‘days, It wasn't what you would call a comfor 
fable drive, but George was very proud of his 
team, "Naney and Fred” partly brones. Look 
Ing back, myparent, who were no! Young, hada 
great deal of courage and were not atvald of 
Work. Eventually, my father filed on a 
homestead and Joe Frost @ good neighbor, but 
2 eomfortable home, on tat land. A nearby 
helghbor of thers was Billy Barnes. Other 
Belghbors Wore Fred and Harry Richardson, and 
‘Mrs and brs. J. Nielson, who had one son of 
School age 

‘Tras an entirely new life fora. My mother 
‘was the happlest of women when she mastered 
the art of bread-making, and she enjoyed looking 
Biter the Soung stock, and the chickens. Pather 
iept a neat farmyard and knew his cate. Ella 
had nouse work to Keep her busy. The other {wo 
Sisters followed what hey hed Siudled In Aber 
deen. Afary” became a aurse inthe General 
Hospital, Calgary, and Bessie took up teaching, 
In those days, mall was eagerly looked forward 
fo, and we'd take the afternoon off to visit 
Bingley P.O. 3.W. Christian handled the mal, 
thea followed by Mr. and Mrs, Tor Ogden. The 
Ogdens came from the Bingley district tn 
‘Yorkshire, England. Mrs. Elizabeth Ogden was 
An enthusiasile gardener andit was usual for her 
fo carry off most af the gardening prizes. at 
Rocky Mountain House Agricultural Fair. Her 
flower garden was always attractive 

Father died at home at the age of 78 years 
Dr. Backus of Eelevile had visited him from 
{ime to time. Mother came with lla to stayin a 
‘eat tle house on our fare at Alnambra. When 
four moter had her last flness, Mary carne out 
from Red Deer to nurse her She had resend ine 
lage of $i, Both parents are buried in Pine Grove. 
‘Cemetery, Rocky Mountain House 








MOORE, OSWALD AND NELLIE — by Nello. 
Moore 

Tam the third daughter of Fred and Sara‘Ana 
Hatt and was born on the farm at Lesiievile. 1 
{ok my schooling at Prairie Rose and Leslieville 
Schools. 1 played on the softball team and 
learned to cur rom an old Scoteh gentleman, 
O- Stephenson, n the old straw rie Later Feat 





fut to work ‘andmet Oswald Moore of the 





Ridgewood district. Times were hard and not 
‘much money, so we went together forfour yeas, 
He bought a farm, so then we were married i 
4 and are now sem-relined onthe same farm 
We had celebration at our daughter and son in 
law's home for our 40th anniversary. ‘Tals was 
held in the same yard in which se held our wea: 
ding reception. 7 have been a member of the 
Ridgewood WT. for 2 years. 

‘Wehave three daughiers and two sons — Mrs. 
‘Neal Buckley (Dorothy), who lives on Oswald's 
Dad's farm. They ave three children, Bran, 
Chris and Arlene. They farm six quartets the 
llstriet, Mrs, re Morphy Audrey) they ven 
Langley, B.C. They own Birkland Kennels and 
alse and train German Shepherds which they 
{import from Germany. ‘They have no chilaren, 
Mire, Mike’ Cavierier’ (Gladys) resides in Red 
Deer, ‘They manage the West Park Automotive 
Garage with Shel products. kes ihe coach of 
the West Dark Ladies Softball team. His wite 
Gladys and thelr two daughters play on the 
team. They also have two vounger ones, Pamela 
enght years old and Glen ~ tive years ol 
‘award (Tea) married Patsy Tohnson and have 
‘wo children, Allan ~ seven years ol. and Sherr 
Tour years old, They farm Ais father-tn law's 
four quarters and his Dad's five quarters along 
‘vith two that he ovns, one quatter is pasture 
Jand so ne has range cattle and feeds out many'in 
the winter. Patriek is qute alot younger than the 
rest of ur ehildren, graduated from Grade 12 
this Year and took up auto body work. He works 
tnd lives at home. Ped and Patrick play on the 
Ridgewood Ball Team, Ted also coaches and has 
8 team of Young boys drom 15 to 18 years of age. 
Hetalo has four oder men tom Install ep 








MOTUS, ELMER 

"Eimer (Scotty) Motus joined the armed ser 
vices in 1041 and served for atime overseas to, 
“After his discharge fram the services in 1985 he 
Was-on the home farm for a walle. Then he 
purchased the former Mtr. W. Barrets farm at 
Eestevile i st, where e and stays 

He married Miss Mae McGowan of Marker: 
ville in 132 and has thre children, Sandra born 
Jn 3855, Allan born in 1956, and Murray bore in 
1858, They took thelt High School atthe David 
‘Thompson High School They are now employed 
al various Jobe 


OA, JOHN AND TECKLA 

Jom Uias Oja was born at Vaasa, Finland 
september 13, 1886, He eame to Canada In 1903 
fand worked in Montreal Then he came west and 
worked on the C.N.R. betwoen Rocky Mountain 
House and Nordeug and he ase worked in bush 
arnps. He homesteaded the NW-ITA05W5 In 
Sue, 

Hie went to the United States and while there 
rhe met ‘Teokla' Hatula. ‘eckia was born In 








Lakota, North Dakota October 3,188, They were 
married in Butte, Montana where they lived for a 
Wille Later they moved to the Rocky Mountain 
House ares with thelr three young daughters, 
Mabel, Agnes and Violet. Thea they lived on the 
homestead in the Goldea Heights district. ‘The 
next move was (o a farm inthe Bingley area snd 
then to the farm in the Beaver Flat distiet, the 
Neurons, 

John and ‘Teckla had 11 enlldren, Mabel, 
gies and Violet born Inthe United Sates, Sade 
nd iva born in the Golden Helghts dstrict, 
‘Wilbert Howard Melvin and Herbert born inthe 
Beaver Flat eistrct, Two children, Wesley and 
Bsther, passed away alan early age 

‘John farmed is quarter section well with 
heawy draft horses ‘and he had fine. cate 
Besides farming he operated a lumber mil and 
tie camp for a number of years. He was an ex: 
pert with a broad axe and many of his log 
biutlaings are stl standing, some on his home 
farm and some on hs tom, Wilbert’: farm, Also 
he was a familar sigatat threshing time hauling 
Bundles and grain with his fine tearm 

Yoh and Seckla always Nad a large garden in 
which they grew all heir needs from bushels and 
bushels ot potatoes to the. "hard-to-grow" 
Vegetables Such as corn, cucumbers and 

John Was an ardent hunter and fisherman 
‘May times be went huating wth Sigurd Sande, 
Mat Latuva and Lelf Skagen. He went on man 
{ishing trips to Buck Lake and Syivan Lake with 
bd frtends like Sam Sande and Alex Schroderus 

"Teokla was always very busy caring for Ret 
lange family plus preserving, pilsing, canning 
fd salting the mest ana ish that Jobin ot on ls 
Hunting and fishing tips. 

















on 


One very nice change was when the family 
moved out of the old log house into thelr new 
Home which John and he sone but withthe help 
‘of Ea Stenback: this wa in 147 

‘As the ears passed the sons and daughters 
‘married and moved away and had families of 
thelr own. ut usually every Sunday’ there sould 
Dea houseful at Jha and Teckla's ome where 
‘many’ cups of eatfee were enjoyed and always 
there were treats forthe grandendren, 

“John and Teekla's five daughters and four 

Mabel married Archie Richardson and they 
have three children, (See Archie Richardson 
History.) 

‘Agnes married Aubrey Laveratt and they 
have four children: Warzen, Manivm and Sharon 
find. stepdaughter, Gloria; Watren married 
Torna Hurt and they have three children 

Marilyn marred Warren Burnett and they 
have two Sons, Ashley and Kevin, 

‘Sharon married AlvJoknson and they have two 
children. Kyle and Shelley 

Violei married Louls Niedermoser and they: 
have four ehilren, Dale, Darlene, Dennis and 
David. Dale married Fidelis Ludwig and they 
hhave one daughter, Annette. Darlene married 
Joe Hagen and they have three children, Debrs 
Calvin ena Patrlela, Denis married Florence 
Irwin and they have two daughters, Brenda and 
‘Tara, David married Ferm Turner and they have 
{Wo daughters, Jo-Een and Jen 

Sadie married Bob Hayes and they have five 
children, Kathy, Conale, Carol Rober! and 
Alison. Kathy married Ken Yamene and they 
have three children, Jamie, and wing, Jerry and 
Esa. Connie married Jim Martin and they have 
fone son, Shayne 

‘va Tarvied Olva Alanen and they have two 
cuilaren, Don and Lols. Don married Pamela 
‘Metniyre. Lois married Pat Whiteside and they 
have two daughters, Sher! ana Lana, 

Wilbert 

joward married Louise Mitchell and they 
have four ctildren, Warren, Bryne, Cheryl and 
Darrel, Warren married Jennifer and they have 
tne daughter, Jullana 

‘Melvin married Alma Sande and they have 
‘ovo sons, Dwayne and Randy’ 

‘Herbert married lona Mathews and they have 
four children. (See Fellx Mathews history.) 

‘John passed away January 7, 1978 In the 
Rocky Mountain House Hospital atthe age of 85 
years. He Was lald To rest in the Pine Grove 
Cemeiery. Teekla Is sil residing on the home 
farm with her son, Wilbert. She enjoys. fait 
health, cooks the meals and cleans the house, 
and alvays has the eotfee pot on when visitors 
‘ome, Teckia will be 89 in October, 198 








OLIVER, ARTHUR Ht. 

‘Me. and Ars. Artiur H Oliver arrived in 
‘Leslieville, Alberta inthe spring of 198, from the 
drought area of southern Saskatchewan. He had 











‘made a Land scouting trip the previous summer 
land purchased the NW 3038-3 from Mr" 
Dobson in Ontario, who had homesteaded tits 
and some Years beforehand, 

"They drove up ina model T Ford ear with 
theit tio daughters, Joy and Mary. ‘Their son 
Laurence eame vp with a ear load of settlers 
ftfects, and a few head of horses and cows. They 
{armed here until 1941 when they moved into 
{Cesevile, thelr son taking over the farm, upon 
his marriage fo Agnes Menzies ofthe dsiie. 

‘Mr Oliver clerked ip the local hardvare store 
run by Me, Clarence Finibelner. He also nad a 
barber shop set up in the same location for 
several Years. 





Mrs, Oliver was noted for her quilt making 
she made many that were on splay In various 
places. 

‘Mr. Oliver enjoyed singing, reciting, and dan. 
lng and was always in the fore at social une 
fons and gatherings. They had a family of one 
Son, Laurence and three daughters — Aileen, Joy 
and Mary and eight grandchildren 

Me, Oliver died in 1855 atthe age of 75 years 
and irs, Oliver dled In 3868 at the age of 79 





PEEVER, C. — by Jenny (Peever) Skoven) 

‘in 1025, my dad Charles Peever. came fo the 
North Lestevile dlatiet from the ied out area 
of Cavendish, west of Empress, Alberta. My 
‘mother nad died in 1993, 801 was the only one 10 
sccompany’ my dad, 

1, Jenn, was born near Cobdea, Ontario, on 
the family farm where ry father was also born 

For the frst year that we wore in the Carlos 
isrit we lived in a house on the SE 12, until we 
located ‘the land to uy, the former Ambury 
homestead, SW 10415.W5, 

For many years. the. school teachers of 
‘Washington Heights found s hearty welcome and 
‘many meals at our home, Some of the teachers 





that boarded with us were: Margaret Whiteside 
{now Mrs. Jim Nelson) Washington Heights was 

first Jb in the teaching profession, Florence 
Everett, who later went to. Afsiea a3 amis 
Sionary and married Leslie Ceaiond. Ars, Li 
ble’ Welton trom Clive, Mr. Boyer, Miss 
Kiengersky, Lyla. Fretwell, Isabelle Simpson 
{trom Inlstal) Hattie Dobbs, Salme Raab, 
Roy Wadeon and Doug Sterling were others who 
Hayed with ut The last teacher Was Miss Adelle 
Hallman who married and i sil teaching out it 
Victoria, My’ dad was a trustee for several years, 
He also bult a cement foundation forthe school 
in, Mr. Pau! Faer and Ival Johnston helped 
wiih this prolet. 

IMY’ dad passed aveay in December 3940. In 
19st T married s farmer who lived nearby, Earl 
Skoven. We were married in Rocky, and have 
tontinued to live on the farm here ever since. 











PEPPER, EDWARD L. 

‘Fate has decreed that I, Jimmie Pepper, be 
‘he one responsible for writing an account of the 
Pepper family, one of te early homesteaders in 
{he Lestevlle community, Obviously at this ate 
date there are many gaps in my memory con 
‘coming the events that took place and the order 
{in when they oceurved, Waat follows Is my’ best 
recollection f the ives of our family 

My" mother and father met in San Blas, 
Argentina, South Amertea. Both of them were 
‘employed by an English family who Nad & are 
Faneh’ and otter Holdings in that area, My 
‘mother was a-governess in the family and my 
{father was one\ot the overseers, 
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My mother and father were marriod in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, cirea 190, and shorty 
fatter went info ranching on thelr own. Anita, 
Ehleen and were all bora in San Blas but lived at 
{he headquarters of our ranch at Punta Rouvia, 
{bout 20 toiles from Sam Blas, A severe and ex 

ded drought forced the family to sll out in 
1810 and seek & more favorable place inwhleh 10 
rake a ving. 

















Wertook of by steamship inthe spring of 1910, 
Tam sure of this date, a twas the year the tal 
of Halley's Comet was closest to the earth and we 
Saw It on May 19 as we approached the Canary 
Islands off the coast of AfPiea. We sailed from 
Buenos Aires to Liverpool, England, whieh, by 
tho way, was my ather's birthplace. From, 
Liverpool se went to Ireland where Mother was 
bom and ralsed. After a short visit Dad took off 
for Canada, “the land of mill and hones" ae. 
cording fo the pamphlets which the government 

‘ elleve that somewhere on the long journey 
between Liverpool and Calgary my dad became 
fiends with Fred Snell and. they proceeded 
fogether to" Leslieville. Why” they’ decided on 
TEsllevie 1 do not know but, be that as it may, 
‘hey’ Both led an homesteads ~ dad on the NE: 
184045 and Fred Snell just across the Toad to 

Mother, Anita, Eileen and yours truly 
xgmained in Ireland until sometinie in 1812.1 
tas during thls period that Maureen Was bora, 
Foliowing’ thls ‘event "Nummle,” (Motner) 
Maureen and 1 took off for Lesievile, leaving 
Anita and ileen Ih a convent sehoo! in Sige 
Where two of our sunts, Mother's sisters, were 

We salled trom Liverpool In the steamship 
Corsica and landed in Mantreal. We proceeded 
by twain from there to Red Deer and then by 
Stagecoach to Leslievile, I distinctly remember 
thetp tram Red Deer. I took us two days andit 
alned almost the entice distance, Between the 
mul and the mosqultoes who could ever forget 
that tip? 

‘Lesileville, as I emember it, consisted then 
ot store and a post office run by Mr, Campbell 
Sand his son-in-iaw, Arehle MeKinnon, There was 
also a small og ehuren built by the Rellys (who 
Were among the earilest homesteaders of the 
community) and by many other setters ina 
ooperative effort. The old store was onthe north 
Side of the present ralroad tracks. During that 
first summer I remember watening the railroad 
srading crew working on the fats east of the 
Sore. Tt must have been the following summer 
thatthe first train went throu 

‘After landing In Leslieville, one of the 
nelghbors took us and our few belongings out to 
{he old Ed Denham place whieh was loeated 
between the Perey Leathers’ and Henry Collins 
homesteads. Since money was a very scarce 
tem tn those days, Dad oon left us there and 
went Job hunting. “Nummle", a8 she was nov 
known to practically everyone, Maireen and T 
lived as best we could, lik all homesteaders of 
{ha time, on what few groceries we could afford 
plus some wild rabbits and an occasional par 
{ridge which I managed fo get with my 22 rile 
Game laws were almost nonexistent in those 
ays, although we were all aware that Tom Hart 
‘ho ‘ved south of Leslievil, was a" game 
‘warden and Was not averse to doing his duty. We 
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lays know when he was on the prowl though, 
Sd Confined our meat to rabbits untl the signal 
Went up thatthe coast seas elear at whieh time 
Dartridges could be on the menu again 

Dad came nome that frst winter after work 
Ing on the bridge erew that constructed the 
Fallroad bridge over the Athabasea River In the 
Yellowhead Pase near Jasper We thet all 
‘moved down Into Ea Dekkers old shack which 
Was just across the line from where we bull oUF 
first log touse on the homestead, ‘Dad. and T 
worked on the nouse al winter In spite of col, 
Show and blizards, "When spring’ ‘came we 
‘maved Into the house such as itwas. Dad again 
feok otf fo work and T began clearing some land 
fn the homestead. The next year dad acquired & 
fam of horses which helped to clear the land and 
break up some fod. Sometime during the frst 
‘Suramer we acquired a pony which Lwas able fo 
Hie the tive miles to Leslieville forthe mal and 
{groceries and fo haul Maureen around when 6 
‘went places 

We spent the years of 1912 and 1013 on the 
homestead, Tall about the cold! No words could 
ever deseribe what it was like those two years, 
Oniy the old:timers would belleve me sniway 
(Our nearest neighbors who Uved there all the 
year around. Were the Leathers and the 
Delaneys. ‘The Spells, the Dekkers, Harry 
Longstatf and some oers whose names I cannot 
recall lived on thelt homesteads” during the 
Summer months and went {0 work in various 
Darts ofthe country during the winters. 

In the summer of 1814 Just betore war broke 
out Anita and Bileen Joined us onthe bomestead, 
bringing the whole Pepper family together for 
the first me. It was About this time that Ded 
and Nuramie became activein helping to setup 8 
School ‘istrict. After much legwork carrying 
round the peiltons and many meetings, the 
Blucbersy’ Valley’ Schoo! District was finally 
formed. Tt was named forthe ereek ofthat name, 
Dut who named the creek T do not know. The 
School first opened in 1815, I believe. Nurmmle 
Served as seeretary-treasurer of the school dis: 
{tiet for many years, a job she thoroughly en 
Jove 

"The first teacher was a kindly old gentleman 
who tad’ one peg leg — hence the ‘nickname 
eg Leg MeDonald vas soon adopted and used 
‘everywhere except within. his hearing” Other 
leachers we had were hrs, Ludwig, Mrs Ladwig 
{and Viele Godkin. Some of the first students 
‘Were Dooney and Verna Lamp, Timy, Kost and 
Cheis Carpenter, Milton Dirsten, Sylvia 
OOrenara. agra and Martin Delaney and the far 
of us, While twas a simple country schoo, as T 
Took back oni Teel that it offered remarkable 
fucation for the times 

nour own family we a lked books although 
we ad very few of ther. Numnnie was constant 
Ip recltng poetry so we learned many exeling 
and’ interesting poems. Even now 1 can 














remember many of them but notin thelr entire. 

Im spite ofthe hard times, the lack of decent 
transportation and. the awiul roads, we. all 
managed to get around and maintain contact 
trith each other within the community. Peles, 
‘dances, box socials, bery-pleking satars, ete. 
‘rere all part ofthe community lite of those dey 
Nobody had any money to spare but we all 
‘managed to have fun without I 

‘Dances were the most popular. Ludwig 
iuseby from up Rimbey way’ played bis Haale 
{for mos of them On ocession Gearge Thompson 
‘would supply the fading and ls brother Charlle 
‘chorded on an old organ belonging tothe school 
‘These dances often lasted untl dav. 

‘Following World War Thaseball became quite 
te pastime, George Cummerford and Percy 
Medill were considered the stars of the game, 
‘The fist game Tremember seeing was phiched 
by Harry Cummertord, 

Speaking of the Cimmertords, our earliest 
medical needs were taken care of bY a 
‘eterinarian, Doc Cummerford as he was known 
by evervone, Between administering to those 
trith severe frostbites, colds, whooping cough, 
‘easies, or oler aliments ad taking care of & 
Severe outbreak of Swamp fever among horses, 
he had lie time lett to run his farm, 

In 193 a. young student of medicine and 
theology from Scotland by the name of Bob 
Mecatium arrived. in Lealevite. For: many 
years "in fact until Dr. Backus came (0 
Bexoine —our beloved Bab took care of all our 
medical and spiritual needs. Since he was an 
‘avid reader as well as @ homespun philosopher 
he was also the Intellectual lear of our com. 
Munity. {count him among the top scholars T 
Have known, 

Tn_addltion to these two men there were 
numerous characters In the Leslieville com: 
munity who contributed much fo the enrichment 
Ur our ives, each im his own way. Chlet among 
these were George Cursmerford, who was not 
nly the world's authority on baseball but on any 
father subject you might wish to discuss, and Per 
fy Meaily a great mimic, His favorite targets 
Were the older ladies in the community who had 
Jost tele teeth or those who were attending @ 
WiGTU, meeting 

Sam Gormley, the “wild Irishman,” was 
another character, He loved to ecite poetry and 
‘ould do 0 at the drop of the hat, his favorite 
oom being "The Batle of Killeranke. 

“Johnny Gore with his lovee problems, Mac 
‘Taviah with his amusing aneedotes and sayings 
nd litte Al Spears with his tremendous volee 
with whieh Ne could harangue the entire 
Leslieville population without benefit of any 
ound. system all” added. splee to. life i 
Leslieville. ‘Three younger generation girs, 
Margaret MeKinnoa, Eileen and Maureen, were 
hot far behind the above characters In dramatz: 
Ing. the humorous personalities In the com: 














‘munities, ‘There was no dearth of miles in 
Fesilevii, 

‘About 1820 we bought Harold Snel's ld place 
tree and a half miles north of Leslieville. We 
bull a log house on It, moved In and the Job of 
flearing fand and breaking up sod started all 
ver again. 

“Shorly after this we bought an old 3814 Model 
‘7 Ford, Between working on the engine which 
bbumed wo quarts af oll with every gallon of gas, 
fajusting ihe elutch and brake bans, replacing 
fhe differential whieh. was forever sipping 
ars, and patening blowouts, spent more ime 
‘Working ont than ti siding init Nowords can 
‘xpress the grief that went wih all hs. Maureen 
id's good job of driving ft except on oceasion 
{When she had trouble stopping It fo open a gate 
Tne result was simple’ she just took the gate 
Fight along with her 

‘Shortly after this last move of ours a new 
‘combined grade and high school was bullt in 
Leslieville. Elieen and Maureen finished thett 
‘schooling (here. One of the first teachers n the 
neve school was Ray’ Salt. That added much spice 
to the community 

Now for a final brief account of what 
happened tothe members ofthe Pepper family 
thereatter, Dad worked on a bridge erew on he 
CNR for many years, returning fo the farm in 
DE He passed away in 981 ands buried lathe 
Leslievle Cemetery 

‘Nummie and Maureen continued to ive on 
the farm for a number of Years, after whieh they 
‘moved into a small house just east of the Com: 
‘munity Hall in Lesllevile. Nurame.speat the 
Ist years of her life in a rest home. She dled in 
1956 and is buried in the Lesllevlie Cemetery 
beside my’ dad 

“Anita stayed with us on the homestead ustil 
agi? of 1918 She then went to New York Clty 
Were she received her R-N.alploma trom one of 
the city hospitals, She continued her sursing 
tarees for several years before marrying AFIMUE 
Rose wrho was employed inthe head office of the 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 
‘They had fo etlidren, Jimmale and Dick, The 
latter is deceased. Anita is now widowed and 
lives near Clearwater, Florida 

Her son Jimmie received his B.Se. degree in 
Chemical Engineering trom the Brooklyn 
Polytechate Insitute, his M.Se. degree from 
‘Montana State University, and fis Ph.D. from 
Northwestern University. He is married to the 
former Lucile Viet of New York City and they 
have seven children, Presenty they are iving i 
Naperville, a subur of Chicago, where e Is 
fmploved by large chemleal company 

‘iter completing high sexoal, Eteen Joined 
‘Anita in New York City and received her FLN. 
diploma from the same hospital as did Anita, She 
{oo continued her eareer for several years before 
she married Gus Runge, an Engineer graduate 
of the University of Alberta, ‘They ved I 
Several mining communities ia Ontario before 





Gus accepted a teaching assignment ata college 
In kitenener, Ontario. After he passed avvay in 
‘he early 1960's Fllecn accepted a postion as 
Supervisor of arses in a Kitekener hospital, She 
Fefined from that position about three Years ago 
5nd has been spending her time between Frida 
fand Kitchener. ‘The Funges had two sons, Ted 
ind Lorne, both of whom live In the Ualted 
States, 

“Ted received his B.C. degree trom MeGill 
Universty and his MLB.A. from Toronto Univer 
‘iy, He married the former Eleanor O'Mara of 
St Catherine's, Ontario. They live in Rochester, 
New York, with their theee children. Ted Is 
employed by Xerox Corporation, 

Lome received hls BSc. and M.D. degrees 
from MeGill University. He Is martied (0 the 
former Ellen Plzpatrik of Boston. They ive in 
Syracuse, New York, with thelt four children, 
there Lome Is assistant professor at Upstate 
Meatcal College. 

Maureen worked part of the time for Bob 
‘McCallum in the Lesievlle Post Office, a jb she 
hed for several years, and she was theft ofthe 
three Pepper gifs to leave Leslieville. Maureen 
pent much of the Warld War I years working in 
Brince Rupert, B.C. Tnen she jned the Depart 
ment ot External Affairs of the Canadian 
Government. Ia the years folowing she was 
posted in such places as The Hague, Holland: 
Beirut, Lebanon; Moscow, U.S.S.R.; and 
Pretoria, South Africa. She made many friends 
‘while in ine Foreign Service and traveled exten. 
Sively. She has now retired and ls iving th a 
‘widow fetend in South Ati 

‘Now for mysell. After graduating trom South 
calgary High School, Tatlended the University 
of Alberta, receving my B.Sc. degree In 180 
‘The next Year| attended Montana State Univer: 
iy, receiving my MSe, degree from there. 
Upon graduation I jolned ine faculty of Zoology 
8nd Entomology Department. In the next few 
‘Years by taking occasional leave to altend the 
University of Minnesota, T completed work for 
Iny doctorate degree and was granted my Ph.D. 
degree in 1842. In 1847 T was appolnted head of 
the Department of Zoology and Entomology at 
‘Montana State University in Bozeman and Stale 
Entomologist. 

‘My wile, the former Ruth Staples whom 1 
married in isha, and T have a son Jimmie and a 
aaugater sil 

Since retired in 1873, Ruth and I continue to 
make our home here in Bozeman 

“Tmmle received hs B.Se. degree in Archtec 
ture from Montana Staie University and his 
Masters degree in Environmental Slence from 
{he University of California at Berkeley. He now 
lives ia Santa’ Crz, California, where he Is 
sssociate professor at the University 

“il recelved her Be. from Montana State 
University. She Is married to Major Philip W. 
Naber of Bozeman, They have two children and 
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are now staloned in Tucson Arizona, where he Is 
Ss pilot in the U.S. Air Force 


PETER PIDHIRNEY FAMILY 

Th April, 947 we and. OW" family of three 
‘moved from the farming community of 
Hemaruka, Alberta, tothe former A.D. Richard 
fon farm sihich was situated diretiy east of the 
hhamietof Leslieville 

"That fal our eldest daughter, Elaine, started 
school in the hamlet. At that tme the twins, Max 
Ine and Mervyn were two and one-half years 01, 
‘The following vear, 101, Beverley was born 
Date, Wayne and Brian Were later adations 10 
our family 

‘Presently Blaine Rudyk and family lve tn 
amontan where she Is employed ina bank 
Maxine MeColman is a schoo! secretary In 
Spruce Grove, while her twin brother, Mervyn, 
has a (uckiag’ business In Rocky” Mountain 
House, Beverley Is now in London, England, 
After having spent five and one-half years In 
‘Australia, one-half year In Nev Zealand and two 
Years In Johannesburg, South Aftiea, Dale ts 
‘gaged tn the construction business at Medicine 
Hat, walle Wayne ls doing appreaticeshp traln 
Ing im the gute body field. Brian now J6 isn 
grade eleven at David Thompson High School 





REID FAMILY 

Tn 1908 the Red brothers came tothe Golden 
Heights area. ‘Two sisters and thelr mother 
arrived in March Too 

‘GEORGE P. REID homesteaded SW 22-405 
ws, He late lived at Jotire. 

‘MLL. REID (Amus) homesteeded NW 23-405. 
Ws after It was cancelled by Tinkham, also 
Homesteaded the John MeLeed quarter” Aris 
later lived at Edmonton, 

‘W.H. REID (Willy) Romesteaded NW 22-405. 
ws, He as killed af Vimy Ridge, 

"JOHN REID homesteaded NE 22-405.15 and 
sw ios. 

‘MRS, ANN REID — mother ofthe Red boys, 
and widowed, was the frst Woman to fle on land 
inthe Lestteviledlstret in 3001 Ske proved spin 
Abt, but owing toil health had fo Leave in 1812 
for a lower altitude, Mrs, Res Rome was 2 
favorite stopping place forthe eary settlers and 
half way house fa the lamber camps, She loved 
Leslieville and upto her death never lost interest 
{in her “farm 

Her two daughters were, Falth and Anale, 
aith went fo ve In Scotland, Annie married 
‘Fred Kirsen, who Homesteaded nearby and even: 
‘ually retired to Red. Deer. Annie's son, Bll, 
taught school at Leafland, Golden Helghts and 
Rocky Mountain House. 


REIGHLEY, BENEDICT JOSEPH 

‘Ben Reighley moved toils farm at Lesllevile 
in 198, having previous lived at Happy HL. He 
first bought NW 23-325.W5 from Mr Cap Card, 
fnd later purehased the adjoining quarter tothe 








fast, Until 1881 he llved alone, keeping up both 
his Lesllevile farm and the original family 
fhome. In that year Mrs, Relghiey also moved to 
Leslieville. Two. daughter, Babe and Drexel 
smioved with her at tat time, 

Was the usual mixed farming operation, 
with cattle and grain, that he carried on. Like 
very farmer of the time Ne had his favorite 
team, Nigger and Queen, of whieh he was very 
fond! 
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1n 1982 hs son Stephen was married and came 
to live on NW 25.3095. At first father and son 
‘Worked together. 

Tn Ini he sold is farm and moved to Red 
Deer, where he lived until is death In 1916. 

Sti and Ars, Relghley raised a family of 
seven daughters and one son, Stephen. Of the 
‘daughters, only Babe and Drexel ever lived in 
Leslieville. None of the family remains in te dis: 
tele at present. 


REIGHLEY, STEPHEN 

‘Stephen ‘Reighley was born in Farber, 
Missouri, At the age of one veur, he eame {0 
Canada with his patents, setiling in the Happy 
Fill dette, 

"He farmed with bis father tl 1998, and then 
rented the home place tom his father til March, 
HGH at whlch time he moved (0a farm at 
Lesievine. I) 1853, he married Fila Budvarson, 
‘who nad worked ag a hairdresser In Calgary. Tt 
els, he purchased the origlnal home farm at 
Happy ial. 

Ph 12, ae sold the farm to Donald Campbell, 
and moved to Red Deer, where they have sinc® 
Thade thelr home, He is now employed by the 
‘iberta Hail Board 
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“They have two children. Ronald completed a 
tmreesvear course in payedlatric nursing, re 
fvived his RIN, in Calgary and later attended 
MeGilt ‘University, where he was awarded 2 
Bachelor's degree, and later his Master's degree 
In nursing. At present he ls co-ordinator of the 
Department of Payehiatry at the Calgary 
General Hospital 

Jo-Anne (ook @ secretarial course and worked 
at ihe Parsons Cline. Ske married Arthur Jar 
Mis, and they have three children, Tyena, Dazey, 
3nd Trady. 








MR, AND MBS. JOHN REILLY FAMILY — 
by Battie L, Mardin 

vas in the spring of 190 that Mr. Rely was 
approached about coming to Alberta, whlch, at 
fhat time was known as the North West 
‘Terstores 

‘After ging the matter much thought ft was 
‘cided to come fo the Indian Industrial sehool at 
Red Deer where a position as carpenter instruc 
tor was wailing for num. So, on August 21,1903, 
the parents with six of tele Cildren boarded the 
toain at Toronto forthe trip west 

TI was pot much pleasure siting on those 
hard, wooden seats for nearly fve days But quite 
lin experience for the Younger ones who nad 
fever been on a tal 

Tt had rained most ofthe summer tn the west 
and another experience twas to climb on {0 3 
Gemoerat drawn by a team of big horses through 
‘mud up to their knees over the three miles from 











the fown of Red Deer tothe school. However, we 
rived safely and seted down there for {Wo 
Years. By this time we were getting used to the 
Slimaie and the ways ofthe people ofthis coun 
try, 

"men a notion to go farming was formed so 
Mr, Reily and his son Lesle started out fo look 
Tor stable land, After driving east in the Con 
tant, Buffalo Lake and Reed Wilow country they 
‘id hot find aaything that ‘sulted them so they 
headed ‘west of Red Deer where. they’ {ound 
Something more to thelr ling, which Was Inthe 
township 98, west of the Sth meridian. At that 
time only Air. Johnny Campbell lived west tll 
{you came tothe Clearwater where (wo bachelors 
bby the name of Fletener were living. In Maren, 
105, our two men Went out and built @ Htc 
shack onthe place. Going back to Red Deer ina 
few days they had to walk nearly all the way’ as 
the snow had nearly all gone and it was all the 
horses could do to pul the empty cutter. In the 
meanlime, horses and wagon and cows, et. had 
‘been purchased so on Mareh 11, the family and 
Some of ther effects were loaded into the wagon 
‘and started out for thelr new home. We arzived 
later that day’ at the home of Mr- and Mis. A. 
‘Thompson where wwe stayed for the alghi, con 
tinulng on down one mle farther In the morning 
tovour new home, We didn't think much off at 
that time, but as time went on we were Aappy It 
four work, clearing the land, allking the cows, 
Iauling wood, ete» we learned to love the farm 

‘May T digress’ here for a moment to pay 
tribute 10 those good neighbours the Thompsons 
and George alleys, who were the only 
neighbours we nad for over a year and who were 
‘lvays good friends. We had nice mes together. 

"190, we squaited on ie land for one year) 
tne land’ west of us was thrown open for 
hhomesteading and ‘soon there were lots of 
helghbours, mostly bachelors, but soon several 
farnlles came too and the country was fall of 
people. There were no schools so the younger 
‘nes had fo be taught at home for two years In 
{oe Me. Rely got the contract to bull te first 
‘school at Old Bekele, then in 1807, to Dud the 
Prairie Rose senool to which our young folks 
‘went. The first teacher was Mr. Fred Dobson, 8 
hephew of brs. John MeNell: the next was a 
Young lady fom Ontario; Mlss Dora Forsyth 
then iiss Annie Petterson Who later became 
Mrs. Prank Holt, who fs stl ving in Red Deer 
fer teaching therefor many years. At this me 
She Is living at Valley Park Manor at the age of 
rinestwo Years 

"in 1903 Me. Edmond Bureau came and bull a 
big house — part of which was used as a store 
tnd Post Otfce, the mall belng hauled from 
Eekville by Mr. August Kos. A suitable name 
had to be found for the post fice and several 
hemes were suggested. but It was Mr. Bureat 
‘Who finaly setled ths, He wanted aname with 2 
‘Walle nt so ent in the name Leslieville andit 
was then accepted by the government, 





























ora few years church services were held in 
Relly's house. and. people from near and far 
came fo the services that were conducted by 
‘Students trom diferent denominations. The first 
fine was RE, Harkness, a Baptist who rode all 
{he way trom Burnt Lake on ereebacky followed 
bby Donald Kennedy, thea Anglian, Methodist, 
Presbyterian and even the Priest, each taking 
‘he turn unl n 2808 the log church was bullt on 
the corner ofr Bureau's and which he gave as 
site fort Mrs. John Reily was the Superinten- 
Gent ofthe Sunday Sehool for over twenty Years 
‘ana always a great worker in the church. rs 
Rely was also always interested in the work of 
the chureh and was also's life member of the 
Wien. 

John Reilly was born at Morin Flats (now 
called Morin Heights) about sixty males north of 
Montreal, April 2, 1857 — and passed away 
December 2, 198 at Leslivlle, 

‘arth Jane (Cameron) Reilly was born 
December 21851 and passed away May 1, 1928 
They are both buried the Leslievile Cemetery 
‘whieh ison the corner of thelr land 

"Their famally were all born tn Toronto, On 
taro, where they lived whea they ‘were frst 
married 

“John Archibald Clark:, born September 10, 
fst, passed away In 1954 at Victoria, British 
Conuimbia 

[Leslie Howard, born December 21,_ 1885, 
‘passed away at Edmonton, on July 12, 1868 

















‘Martha Lillian (Matie) born on Tune 5,188, 
and sil resides tn Red Deer, Albert. 

‘Mabel Adelaide, born May 3, 169, passed 
away’ May 10, 1940 
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[Bertha Alice, rm April, 1885, passed away 
October 7, 1877. 

‘Victor Leonard, born May 24,1897, residing at 
Kelowna, B.C 

Gertrude Ellzabeth, born July 25, 189, 
reslding at Penticton, B.C. 

Clark became ‘a Methodist minister 
preaching in Montreal and later in Ottawa where 
Fe and his wife ved for many years. They had 
fone so rho was medical dactor, he dled very 
‘iddenis'a few years ago in Victoria, B.C 

Tecile Howraid martied Miss Irene Hiardisty 
im Edmonton, ‘They had one son and one 
daughter 

Mattie was married to Angus Martin, they 
were the parents of eight children ~ seven are 
Suk ing 

‘Mabel was married to Robert Akins and had 
so family. 

Bertha was married to Robert McCallum and 
had one daughter. 

‘ietor was married to Myrile Weaver In 
“Jasper and they have two sons 

Gertie is married to Rober! Shaw, residing 
nov at Penticton, B.C. no enlldren 

‘Mitch more eould be sald about this family 
thelr work, ther talents, thelr esponsbliies 
through the ears. Even though in ou later 
years. we all went our separate ways, we 
Femember with pleasure and kindness the days 
‘we spent. om the farm Witt our parents at 
Testivile, Alberta 





RAY AND OLIVE RICHARDSON — by Olive 
Richardson 

‘Ray Richardson lived in the Leslieville area, 
‘hen, In 180, he brought his wife Olive, and his 
{amily of nlne children to, live on the former 
Pantucker quarter NB 7425.5, Here we raed 
Diack Angus cattle tor three years, before rent 
Ing the Arthur Robo quarter and moving there, 
‘where we lived for two more years 

ay owas aba interested in horses, cattle, 
and rodeos. He had a palomino pony, and the 
hlldren nad two part suellands, which they rode 
{fo the Aurora sefool, We always nad an assort 
‘ment of other ponies for riding, too, Ray accom: 
panied his friend, Ray MeBride ona cate drive 
‘rom this area to Cochrane in uh fle was active 
In organizing and working at the local rodeos 
here, 

‘Between 1924 and 1944 we had a family of 11 
cnlldren: Henry, Hilda, ‘Mark, ‘Pearl, BU, 
Laura, Evelyn, Vera, Petey, Maile and Merle, 
Henry joined the army in 840 or T9f1- He now 
lives with his family In. Vancouver. Laura 
‘married Grant Paynter and ives in Vancouver 

Tilda married Paul Heringer and lives in 
Kamloops. Mark ls single, ana Marle ls married, 
land both of tem make thelr homes in Kamloops, 

‘Vera is married and lves In Toronto, Perey 
and Merle both live in Ottawa, 








Pearl and Bill both dled In separate car a. 
cldents, Both were married and had families. 
Evie, aiso married, passed away in Edmonton 
‘We have 2 grandefildren and several great 
srandentdren, 

1h 199 We had a farm sale at Cartes, and we 
moved our family to Falkland, B.C., where Ray 
‘continued working on ranches until ne retired 
We then came to live in Karioops, B.C 

‘On September 18, 1872 we celebrated our 
son wedding. anniversary. Ray passed away 
‘Tune , 1974 am continuing tollve ln Kamloops. 


RICHARDSON, ROY FAMILY 
Wallace Roy Richardson was born in 
Leslieville on May d, 1894, the only son of Archie 
find. Mabel Richardson, on thelr farm home 
‘hich is now the farm of Peter Pidalracy 

He went to schoo In Leslieville and following 
his school years he went to Work as a calskinner 
Where he was employed all over Alberta in the 
oad and oil construction fields. He owned his 
wn cats for many years and was employed by 
{he Government of Alberta, 

‘i April, 1860, he was married fo Barbara 
Lyra Jones also of Leslieville, the only daughter 
of Paul and Lillian Jones. On Apri 8, 1961, their 
tnly son Arehie was bor In Rocky Mountalx 
House and'on ‘March 12, 1964, thelr chosen 
Gaughter Pata Lydia was born. 

ollowng thelr marriage Roy’ was employed 
in the Peace River area for several months 
oad construction. Following the birth of thelr 
Son Aree, they took up permanent residence it 
Leslieville; where they resided in thelr trailer 
the farm of Roy's pareats north of town 

‘in 862 Roy sold hls machinery and was then 
employed with the MeMeekin Construction Car. 
pany as foreman untl std. In Apel 1, they 
purchased a home in Lesfeville whieh orginally 
Bad been the Bill Davidson home 

‘Roy was an active member of the Lochearn 
Matonie' Lodge in Rocky Mountain House, a 
‘member of the Leslieville Elks, the Lesleviie 
Curling Club, the Community Hait Board and the 
Leslieville Fire Department 

‘Barbara was symember of the Leslievile 
‘order ofthe Raval Purple, the Curling Club, and 
the Group Committee for Cubs end. Seouts of 
‘whieh she was the chairman for two years. 

"Roy wae killed n a motor vehicle accident on 
Decernber 18, 1904) and was tad to rest in the 
Lesiieuille Cemetery 

‘Barbara was bora in Lethbridge, Alberta, 
spending her early years in Wrentharn and later 
moving to Calgary where she took all of her 
chooling” Following’ high school she went to 
business college and has been employed in the 
Sceretarlal fled for many years. She moved to 
tieville in i964 and resided there unl moving 
to Portland, Oregon, for two years 

In 1887, che went back fo work as the school 
secretary at Davia Thompson High School and 
twas employed there until Tune 19%, when she 








became the secretary for the Superintendent of 
Sehools in Roeky Mountain House, 

At the present time their son Archle is atten 
ding David Thompson High School and is com. 
pleting Grade Tl. arenle sa member of the 
Senior Boys" Basketball team, and Is very in 
terested in all sports and in restoring antique 
engines. with his. maternal grandialter' Paul 
‘one, Paula is also attending David Thompson 
High Schoo! and Is completing her Grade 8. She 
fg very interested In all sports and Is very 
usa 








THE WILLIAM AND LAURA RICHARDSON 
FAMILY — by Vivian Kult 

William Wallace Richardson came to 
Lesiievile in 295, boing transferred from Jottre 
He was a pumpman for the CNR. Aehe, the 
{youngest son, then Ts years old, came with him 
“They bought Si 25-905.15, his being raw land 
whica they had to clear and break 

Mrs, Richardson and the rest of the family 
‘came in 1818, ‘They. lived nthe vilage of 
Lesiievite uti 808, at whlch time they moved 
to he farm. This was thelr bone unt Mrs. 
Richardson passed away in 1982 and Mr. 
Renardson in 1810, There were elght children In 
thelr family 

Wallace was the oldest child He worked on a 
survey crew in 1800 nthe Pekville area, He later 
‘Was married, and he and nis wife, Td, left 
Canada and went to Washington, in the U.S.A In 
{922 They had no children, and both have since 
passed away’ 

Gertrude married Joe Raven of Lacombe. 
‘They had four entidren, Prank ives. In 
Blacktalds, ‘Bertha, Peterson lives. in. Fort 
Saskatchewan, Gordon lives in Vietoria and 
Charles ls deceased, 

‘Dora married Jake Morden of Prentice. Dora 
and Gertrude had a double wedding in 1902. Dora 
and Jake had four children, three of whom are 
‘deceased. Jack lives in Calgary. 

‘Bertha married Arthur Wile of Montana. 
‘Taey later moved to Washington, in the U.S.A 
Bath are now deceased. They had five enlldren, 
{oof hom are deveesed. Else, Irene and Vera 
altuve in Washington 

Mary" married Rey Barton trom British 
Columbia. He and thelr oldest daughter dled of 
Inilienza, and one son, Lloya, dled at Leslieville. 
‘Two daughters, Amy” Bardwell and Vivian 
Miler; 'ive_in Calgary. Mary married Fred 
MeN of Lesiteville and both are now deceased 

Raye married Ollve Hopkins of Leslieville. 
They had Il children, three’ of whom are 
deceased, Raye passed away in 1873 In 
‘Kamloops, where olive silt lives, Vera ives In 
Pamonfon and Henry, Hida, ‘Mark, Percy 
Laura, Merle and Maude are all in British 
Columbia, 

‘Maude married Sterling McLeod in 1990. 
mney lived here for four Years then Went to 
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Oregon, US.A., where they stil reside, They 
have five chilaven, all residing In Oregon. 

‘Rrehle marsied Mabel Oja in 1828, They lived 
fon the original homestead. uit 1846," when 
Rrehle sold the homestead and ought the 
Goatin homestead, St, 140°5.Wo, which he had 
been farming fortwo vears. In 1948 Archie sold 
{his land to his sominlaw, Wiliam Kult, and 
built the hotel in Leslieville. ‘The hotel was 
pened in 1949 and he and Mabe! olned and 
peated It uni 1862, wen he sold I 1 Shirley 
James, from Ontario 

‘Archie then bought the Dr. Patrick Curmmer. 
ford homestead where Arehle and Mabel retired 
find st lve 

‘Archie and Mabel had three children, two ot 
whom were born an the fart — Vivian In 1928 
Sind Roy in 1804. Joy Was born at the home of 8 
imid.wife, Mrs. Henderson, inthe area In 1935 

“All three children received thelr education st 
the Leslieville school until they reached grade 
ten, Vivian then went to Calgary for grades 11 
nd 12, She also worked for T. Eaton's of Canada 
there fora time. She returned in May, 9470 the 
farm and married Willlam Kult of Hespero.on 
December of that year. They residea with 
Willams mother, Ms. Caroline Kult for two 
Years Betore moving to thelr farm at Lealle 
Vile, where they sll lve. Vivian's ‘choot 
Teacher was Miss Cecily Baker, who began 

raching the year Vivian Began in grade one and 
Jett teaching, a8 Mrs. Chandler, the Year that Vi 
‘ii went from grade si to seve. This regulred 
change of rooms in the school, Sir, Willam 
kkireh was a teacher fortwo Years andthe rest of 
her time tn Lesleville she was taught by Mr 
Edgar Nelson, whose wife was teaching in the 
Junlor room 

‘Willism and Vivian have four children 
Marlene Malcolm, of Markerville, was bora In 
Eckville in October, 1948: Myrna Floss was born 
in Bekville In September, 1880, and now ives it 
Whitecourt, alberta, 

Douglas was born in Eckv 
rosicand he resides at home 

‘Marie Cannaday was orn on January 25 
1954, wih Dr. Gibson in charge. The other 
Chilinen were all born with Dr. Cappock In atten. 
fiance, Marie resides on the tome farm with her 
husband and two daughters, Marlene and Myr. 
na, both of hom have a son and a daughter 

"The four elldren of Willam and Vivian all Fe. 
ceived their Junior and. senior education at 
{Cesfevlle and David ‘Thompson sehoals 

Roy recelved all his education in Leslieville, 
both junior and ‘senior. He married Barbara 
‘Tones in 1960, They resided in several places, but 
{inaly” bought an acreage onthe original 
Richardson homestead, Thelr two children are 
‘Archie, born in 1961. and Paula, bora In 1953 
‘hey abe both in school st David ttompson High 
Scho 

Roy was killed in a traffic accident in 
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December of 1974. Barbara lives on the home 
place with the ehliren, 

Toy married Lester Fontana in 1957 and also 
they have an acreage onthe original homestead, 
‘They have two children. Debra was born in eed 
Deer. She attended schoo! at Lesiievile and 
David Thompson schools. 

“John Was bora in Rocky Mountain House in 
1968. He is attending school In Leslieville 

"Tie mode of travel in the area when the 
‘Richardson family eame was horse and Dug ot 
Saddle horse. Archie bought his ist car In 823, 
Hr brought the first gas powered tractor Ino the 
district in I8b0, He and Raye Rauled tles_at 
NNordege on the ie road unt 107%, when trucks 
‘moved in. They hauled with men from Eckville, 
Sylvan Lake, Benalfo, Lacombe and many more. 
places. Arenie and Raye gre up breaking range 
brones for lends and nelghbors, Archie also ran 
‘custom threshing erew unt the ¥eaY 1906. He 
is now 74 years od, and is at present breaking a 
Saddie pony” for himself. He used to raise 
purebred abwerdeen-Angus cattle until 296, but is 
how raising Murrey Grey’ cate 


RODGERS, JAMES R. — by Harry Rodgers 
Farewell to Derbyshire 

James R. Rodgers ventured to Canada 
through the Influence of a letter from his 
nephew, William Rodgers, who had 
Homesteaded on NW % 35-86:5, advising his 
fincie Jim {o-come to Canada’ and lake 
Homestead on SE: 1 5:9-6.05, 

Sovim left Derbyshire, England, n the spring 
oti 

He landed at Halltax, Nova Scotia and 
‘wavelled by train t Penhold, Alberta, where he 
arrived wh only S17. He did farm work in that 
district as" well as build his shack on the 
homestead. tn the spring of 182 he was Jolned by 
‘is wite, Lousa Jane and two daughters, Cecilia 
Age mlné and MaY, one and one halt Years. They 
‘ide thelr home on the homestead one patt of 
the year and went wih him fo Penhold the other 
Dari of the year where he worked. The next few 
ears they acquired some livestock which Mrs 
Rodgers. and family took care’ of while Jim 
‘ore out inthe winter in oth Cap Card's Sav. 
‘mill and Daniel MeGrancle’s Sawin. Later he 
‘worked as a teamster in the winter for several 
Years at the. Brazead Colieries now called 
Nordegs He waiked from his homestead t0 
Pentold numerous times 

‘Then in 19i¢ a son, Harry, and In 1916 3 
daughter, Tda, were additions Yo the family 

They fecall making numerous trips betwen 
the hoimestead and” Penhold vnith. team and 
‘wagon, fording the Medicine and Horeegvard 
Rivers and going as far as Evarts, for seed 
‘grain. As the years went by and the livestock in 
Ereased he cleared the land with sxe and broke 
‘wila horses. For years. there were not any 
markets in the country. Iu had any’ hogs oF 
bef you dressed them and sold them £0 eafes 








and hotels, The feed was sold to people who hed a 
ove anda Team of horses in Rocky Mountatn 
House. Tis took place al tnreugh the 1900s. Son 
Harry’ recalls haullng with two outils at 
Temperatures of ity below 2er0 

Mr. Rodgers purchased most of his 
msehinery from Stewart Brothers of Penhold, 
land in 824 he purenased a new Deering Binder, 
Hanoy arte mowing Hay wih a Team and 
mower at the age of nine. In one case he hit 
Sump and the team broke the eveners and nec 
Soke and he went at east thirty feet before he got 
the horses stopped. Then two years later he took 
torunning the binder and has never missed a 
‘ear of having since 

The family all attended the Beaver Flat 
Ssenool, enich had been bullt in 1909 of hewed 
loge later anew sehoot was bull in 1925, We 
site speak of the furnace being capable of treez 
Ing out rats, The cold air was vented outside, 
maybe to warm up Alberta ‘Te family walked 
to Sehogl nthe early days and. later rode 
horseback. The dstret had hundreds of sharp: 
falled grouse. 

Th 1825 Cecll was united in marriage to Axel 
LHogberg who farmed in the Lesilevie district. 
‘They made thelr home there unl hls passing, 

Th 1824 Mr. Rodgers qult working’ out and 
devoted his fl time fo the farm, which included 
failking cows and ralsing nogs. We used to meet 
the train at Codner to Ship the cream fo the Alte 
creamery. Harey recalls, around 1925, the 
Leslieville Schoo! Fat, to which he took & calf 
Sd Won fist prize which was 83. 

1n 1928 they replaced the old homestead shack 
with anew hore, He also purchased a quarter of 
land NE 27-36-05 from Stanley Wilson who was 
well known as secretary of the Beaver Fiat 
Schoo! for many years. He purchased his frst 
far ™'The Biskow", but there were no roads 
Fun ton. tn 19296 had the Mason boys namely 
(Chet and Noel clear and break tlrty-fve acres 
That year was very dry with poor hay and grain 
evops and not enough snow to selgh all winter 

"Ten came the thirties and the Rodgers! 
livestock vas increasing, So they purchased NE 
S585 from the Soldiers’ Setlement Board 
for son Harty, this quarter being Bert Hllber's 
homestead. those days if you praved up your 
{lest omesiead betore 125 you were entitled toa 
‘cond homestead soe tok the opportunity and 
fle on the NE. 2684.05. 

Harry recalls breaking up on NE 3530-6.5, 
sixty acres with four horses and sulky breaking 
plow in 1900, Tn the Winter they cut logs and 
Fauld them to a sawmall to have them sawed 
Into umber for use on the tarm. We also cut and 
fold mine props to ring in afew dollars, Mrs, 
Rodgers tled on & homestead SE 140.6:08 in 
st 

Th the spring of 1850 at an auton sale of John 
Kemila's st Eckrille, Alberta they bought & 
team of Belgian mares for $30 and gor tive per 
tent discount for paying ash. In 1855 they 




















bought Model A Ford, and in 1986 purchased 
fhe first tractor and machinery which he used to 
break up land. This neveased the feed supply 

"in 2885, daughter May decided to try her hand 
at working out, She Worked in Calgary, Eamon 
fon, and in Red Deer until 1981 when’ she Was 
Unlied in mariage to Charlle Brown who pur 
Chased a. welding and. blacksmith shop at 
Markerville, where they made thelr home 
this time 

Tm 183 son Harry purchased NE 3438.6.05, 
By' this me the Rodgers livestock had In 
fereased, thelr farming had increased and in 1946 
they. purchased. thelr threshing machine and 
that's when son Harry decided to 20 into 
egistered catile. In 1848, Harry purchased SW 
SSSOb.WS and his first ritber tired tractor. 

‘Me, Rodgers took great pleasure In looking 
after ihe garden and alter seeding spent alot of 
his time with the vegetables and flowers. Mrs 
Rodgers and daughter Ida through The years 
‘Were active In taking care of the house, pleking 
Derries, cooking, raising chickens and turkeys, 
‘and made many trips to town with team and 
‘democrat to deliver the eream and bring home 
{Eroceries and mai, Sadness came In December 
St 19H8 when Mrs, Rodgers ost her ifein an ace 
‘ent on Highway 11 near Benalfo, at the age of 
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In the spring of 149, Mr. Rodgers decided to 
retire om the farm and but home in Rock) 
‘Mountain House, where be later married irs 
‘Mary Hulda Teske. Through his years of retire 
‘ment Mr. Rodgers enjoyed gardening of both 
‘Vegetables and flowers until his passing In TY, 
Who at the age of Si, Mrs. Rodgers enjoyed 
‘needlework, She stayed in their home as long a5 
her neath allowed then went to ive in Westview 
Loage — for awhile — then llved vith Ray and 
Ta for a couple of years and later in aursing 
homes until October, 1975, when she passed 
‘Ta 1949 daughter Taa was united in marriage 
to Raymond Teskey and took up farming on NW 
25-5696 unil his passing in February of 197 





RODGERS, HARRY FAMILY — by Harry 
Hodgers 

“the continuation of the farmstead and the 
LER Herefords 

‘Tn the spring of 1819 Harry Rodgers, was 
united in, marriage to Loulsaattfeld, ‘They 
purchased the home: place SE-38306.W5 and 
R268 6.5 trom Met James Rodgers and con- 
tnved the farming operation. In December of 
1850 they purchased a new truck 

a s61, we became the proud parents of our 
first child, a daughter, Louisa May. Mareh TT, 
MGI was the date ofthe worst blzzard on record 
{nthe country. The rallroad between Rocky 
Mountain House and Red Deer was snow blocked, 
fora week. Harry drove in the blizard from ed 
Deer to get home as here was nobody home to do, 
‘chores The ist combine Was purehased in 152, 
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in 1983, son Harry James was born into the 
family. By this time alot of the old bulldngs Nad 
{ove seplaced, and we lest our graln crop by hal 
In 54 We purchased NW 3608-605, In 1286 we 
{ost another grain erop by hall In i952, Harry 
(decided to False registered polled Hereford cat 
fle. Harry is a ide member of the Hereford 
[Asvoclation and the letters LHR Herefords are 
Spread for miles around: He purchased NW-34- 
‘B.sWs In 1957. tn 1958 we had one of the best 
rain erops that we have known, 

“In 1953, another daughter, Beverley Irene, 
was bom and the same year we purchased ou 
first ‘selepropelied edmbine. "Ts 1983, we 
purchased the first alenel powered tractor and 
fhe dlesel fuel was eighteen cents per gallon 
‘This same year we quit milking cows and con 
tinued with beet eatle and ralsing hogs 

Th 1984 we replaced the od home with a new 
‘one wlth modera faites, In 187 we purchased 
‘SW.31306 Wo whieh we cleared and broke up, so 
the farm has one thousand cultivated acres, 

Daughter Louisa May completed her educa 
tion atthe Rocky Mountain House School in 197, 
land has boen a bookkeeper at Rocky Concrete 
‘and Construction Limited In Rocky Mountain, 
House, Albera, for the last six years, Son Harry 
ames completed his education at the same 
choo! in Ist, and has been oeeupled farming 
‘vith his father up to date. Daughter Beverley 
Feceived het" education at Rocky Mountaln, 
hiberta, and has been active helping het 
parents 

Harry recalls hunting and fishing trips back 
for fori years, bringing out moose horns with & 
Spread fity-deven and one-aif inches, Backin 
the days when they used ihe ferry over the North 
Seskatchewan River, Harry, upon returning 
froma tanting trp with an old fiend, Carl 
Linder, found the fePry out, So they had fo carry 
three deer and a moose over the ralload trestle 
fone evening, returning a few days later {0 Bring 
‘he ear hare 

‘Son Harry James enjoys the same sports and 
we both hope to coniinue fareaing as long as 
health permits. 





‘THE SAARELA FAMILY — by Elma Shaw 

‘Evert Saatela was married to Eivie Lissa 
‘Kalidconen in 1817 at Great Pals, Montana. Both 
ff them had come originally trom Finland 10 
Michigan, U-S.A. and after thelr marriage they 
‘moved to Helena, and then to Butte, Montana 
‘where Evert worked in the mines 

Hearing. about homestead openings for 
setters in Alberta, Evert came in 1813, a far a5 
Fed Deer by train (there was no ralroad west of 
Red Deer at that time). From Red Deer he eon 
tinued on fo the Blueberry Hills to fle on Ms 
homestead, NAW. 17.4045. 

‘Number 11 highway’ was only a tral, and 
sloughs had to be dodged around, even on foot 
Bhieberry Hills got the name from the 











blueberries on the hills. They were so abundant 
‘hat the hills were just blue With the berries. 

"He returned to Montana in 1914 where he 
worked in the mines during the winter months 
land then brought hs wife and small son, Elno (0 
‘he homestead in Alberta, Dising some winters 
the worked in the mines at Nordege while Mother 
Stayed on the homestead, dog the chores, tak 
Ing care of the calldren, and exchanging home: 
made butter and. eggs for groceries. at 
Leslieville, seven miles aay. Eve was a good 
horsewoman in her day, a6 she had learned, 
While a young gir! in Finland, to drive reindeer 
“The three youngest children Were barn on the 
homestead with only a neighbor midwife, Mrs. 
Lamp, delivering the babies, 

very summer, for years, the early settlers 
held am annual plenie, some people coming for 
miles with team and wagon, each lady bringing 
Some food to ad tothe plenie dinner. The kindly 
Settlers arranged working bees. in the 
Relghborhood when ‘anyone. wanted some 
Bullding done, The ladies had thelr quilting bees, 
exchanging ideas, and perhaps some gossip. The 
ploneer theory was that when the new spuds 
frere big enough fo eat, ihe partridge made good 
Fyers, and rabbls good roasts or stews. 

"The Saarela family had no health problems 
‘hen, even the 118 flu epidemic was missed 

Bina started senool at Blueberry Valley, at 
the time not knowing a Word of English. Tere 
‘were oni” sx eden inthe senool then (about 
1818) nd do not know the teacher's name. rs 
Saarela boarded Leyda Sestrap while she Was 
attending’ the Blueberry School. Years later 
Leyda became a doctor of medicine. Mrs 
Graham was one of the ‘Blueberry Valley 
feachers. She would carry her young daughter, 
Barbara; the ‘one and one-half miles 10 the 
Seatela home to be cared for every shoo! day 

Tn 1827 the Saarelas moved 33 miles north of 
Leslieville, SW. 1b40-5.W5, where El, and his 
son Wes, are sil farming. ‘The children went to 
Golden Helghts school, waiklng, riding or div 
ing, The schoo! was the community centre. Su 
{a school, ehureh services or dances were held 
there at various Umes, Bill Bnnis di the calling 
forthe dances, often afiving Just as the children 
‘were let out of schoo, tobe sure he would not be 
Inte 

‘in the depression years Saarela took some 
wheat to Bekville to be ground into flour for 
Home use. Money was searce, but no one went 
hungry. The farmers pald part of thelr taxes by 
Working for the Musletpalty, doing road work. 
Rabbits were so tik thatthe grees-feed stacks 
Were eaten through at the boom. The buyers 
Wanted rabbis for minke meat, so the second 
enevation boys were quck to round up 22 rifles 
{order to make a few dollars, Rabbits were 
Kiled by the thousands and hauled to allways 
Stations, Offen the family watched the prairie 
thlekens doing thelr ehleken dance — a never-0- 
‘beforgotten spectace! 
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At harvest ime the farmers. helped one 
another to get the erope in — only the threshing 
‘machine operator had tobe paid cash, They Were 
fometlmes halled out, and suffered some wet 
‘Years but had no real €r0ught problem. The se 
Sond generation played baseball on some 
haytield in summer and in Winter me a lot of 
‘youn people, and some ofthe parents ted out 
Their skis on What is kaown as the Leafland 
Hills, 

“The Sst family car was a 1825 Chev touring, 
bought in 192, 

"Eino, the oldest son, was stricken with spinal 
meningitis on Mareh'1, 1928 and dled in the 
Eckville Hospital on Match 28, 1999 a the age of 
18 years. 

‘Before his death on December 38,1963, trom a 
heart attack af the age of 75, Evert Saarela had 
zade fw tips te Finland, in 1947 by ocean Uner 
{ind in 152 by alr, to attend the World Olymples 
at elsinid. Elie Saarela also ade two trips to 
‘Finland by ai, the frst n 980 and the otter one 
In IT, at the age of 8 years, 

Mr,'and Mrs. Saarela celebrated thelr 50th 
‘Wedding Anniversary on August 23,196. In 1865 
Mrs, Ssarela. moved to Bexvlle to live and 
passed away’ there on December 18, 1976 at the 
[Age of & years She had suffered a severe stroke 
‘of December 1, 178 

‘The children of vert and Elsie Saarela 
‘were! Eino vert, born December 19,1812, and 
fied March 21, 1020; award Elmer Saarcla, 
‘born August 251914, and dlea January 3, 1873: 
Elma Elsle Shaw, born Mare 41816; and Ell 
Enslo Saarela, born on Aprl 29, 1818 

Edward married Nelle Raivio in uly, 1994, 
and they have three boys and two girs. Jovee 
mmarsied Jerey Verkaeghl and they have three 
Boys and two girls, Melvin married Elste 
Nygaard and they have one boy" and two gis 
Harel lives in Anchorage, Alaska. Vern and Lois 
Live in Rocky Mountain House 

"Elma married Laur Hella In December, 1998 
‘Their children were Elsle, who mareied Eugene 
Scott and has two boys? Elvie, who married 
Robert Labonte, and has one boy and one gle 
aur dled of heart attack in 1953 and in 1865, 
Elma married John Shaw. 

Tl married Violet Hitala tn September of 
soit, and. they have four children. Elleen 
married Terry’ Fedderson, and they have two 
firs, Beverly married Brian Adams, and they 
flave one boy and three gris, Wesley married 
Karen David and they: nave three daughters. 
‘judy married Harley Peterson, and they. have 
tne daughter. 











‘THE SALMON FAMILY 

‘Arthur ther and Sarah Salmon lived along 
the Wlshka River near Aberdeen, Washington, 
Where sons Norman, ollver, and Elmer, and 
daughter Gertie were bor. After Arthur had suf 
fered a stoke and was advised to seek a drier 
tlimate, he decided to move to Canada. In Apri, 


1912, he arrived by stagecoach at Leslieville, 
along With his son Norman. In May the pest of he 
familly’ joined him there. Ew route, Norman's 
Stlllinhorsemanship stood him In ood stead, 38 
he was driving a team of nalwila broncos: but 
was even able o help pul out frelght wagons that 
Were bogged dovn fn the muskeg near Sylvan 

Ifter living on several rented places, they 
homesieaded six and one-half miles novth of 
Lesllevile. The youngest son, Harry, was born 
there, on May 7, 1914 In August of That Year, 
IArihdr ‘suffered another stroke and dled, aged 
ony 2 years, 

The sider children worked out to help the 
family. get established. Gertie found employ 
ment in Red Deer. Norman worked for the 
Valley’ Lumber Company, hauling lumber, but 
also helped out by" bringing home wild eat, 
{even tralning ls dog to tree fool hens, whieh Ne 
ould then eateh ia shares. The Sa 
fortunate in having a spring of ice-cold water, 
‘whieh kept the mest fresh for long periods 

(Gertle married Herd Cardin 15, and lived in 
Lesiieviie 

‘Norman married Mable Turner. 

Oliver Salmon married Bana Siears 

Aer returning to the United States for two 
years, Sarah came back with her family fo the 
Homestead, and raised her two grandchilaren, 
sim and May, there 

Tplmer was married to Alice Johnson 








they 











ed for a time, and later moved to lve in 
Rocky Mountain House 

‘After the grandchildren grew up, Sarah sold 
the farm and moved to Leslieville, then fo Rocky 
Mountain House, where she passed away in 195 





SALMON, ELMER 

‘Eline Salmon married Alice Johnson in 196, 
and they lived at first near Wayne, Alberta, 
‘where thelr first daughter, Lorraine was born. 

The family returned io Leslievile, the 
place across trom the Blueberry Valley Sehol, 
‘where two more daughters, Gertie and Shittey, 
‘were bom, 

‘Elmer has always been a very sociable and 
aports-miaded persca, aad entered 
‘ethusiastially into slelgh-slding parties and all, 
ther sports. January 1s hs Butaday, and he 
‘made ta gay eecaston, serving up pancakes to 
{eed all mertymakers who came by’ 10 Join In 
ther winter fon 

Ih Ts40 the family moved to Rocky Mountain 
House, where Eimer operated a sawmill near 
Buster Creek, and. also worked” at tricking 
lumber. Later Ne worked on the Brazeau dam, 
Walle iney" were In Rocky’ Mountain. Howse, 
‘nother daughter, Caro, was bor, In 1955 

“Alice died in 16 

‘Tuele eldest “daughter, Lorraine, married 
Jonn Winchester, and they hed five chilaren, 
Allee, now Mrs. Dan Hewitt, lives in Rocky 
Mountain House, and has thee children, Diana, 
Danny Jonn, and Kerl, Cynthia, now Ms, Pai 
Raberge, lives in Beaumont, alberta, and Nas 
{vo eildren, Monique and Denis, John married 
Lannie Hanson, and they now live in Spain; they 
have one son, Leland. Glen married Laurel Desh 
Dickson, and lives in Leslieville where his wife 
[8 now postmistress; they. have, a daughter, 
Janet. Nancy”, now Mrs. Carey Koa, lives Ia 
Nordea, and has one eblld, Stila 

‘Karraine was later alvorced and remarried to 
tea Carlson. They have a daughter, Kristyn 

Gertie Ssimon, now Mrs. Calvin, has 








children, Patricia and Darey, and lives at 
Drayton Valley. She lost a son, Daniel, who dled 
fn January 17, 198 

Shirley (As, Rodtka) has four eildren, Con 
aie (Mrs, John Berkeley, who has a 
on, Joshua), Shelley, and twins, Rhonda and 
Ronala 

‘Carol (Mrs, Larry Bergen) had two children, 
Pamela and , Carol was Killed in a (ragle 
highway accident in 177; she was living in Alder 
Flats at the time. 





SALMON, GERTIE (Mrs Herb Card) 

‘Gertie’ Salmon married Herb Card in 191. 
‘They farmed near Leslieville, and also operated 
‘sawmill, They had four children, Howard, Jer 
‘ola, Roy, and Jeane 

‘Ater sling thei farm, they moved to Jotire, 
where they operated a lumber yard and a gas 
Station, Later they moved to & farm on the 
‘astern outskirts of Red Deer, which Ig now the 
Eastview subdivision. Herb died in 185, after a 
lengthy ness. 

oward now lives in Vancouver, and has two 
children, Raymond and Judy (ais. Willams) 
‘ow of Courtenay, British Columbia, 

“Jervold married Dorothy Castello they have 
six children, Donna, Ca (Mrs, Slosher), Linda, 
Susan (Mes: Leduc), Brlan and Randy. 

Vervald now runs a trucking busines in Red 
Deer 

‘Gertie Card now lives in Red Deer with her 
daugater, Jeante 


SALMON, HARRY 

Harry’ worked on the farm, helping his 
mother until Jim was blg enough to fake over 
Harry. was a musician for country dances. He 
find EM Saarela would make fine must, usually 
ietting fo te dances on horseback, 

'Hagry worked on many different Jobs, from 
construction on the Alaska Highway t0 equip 
{nent operator on the Pacifle coast. He had’ 
‘Welding shop in Taber before coming back (0 
Rocky’ Mountain House. In 1943 he married trene 
‘Allen, He stared inthe fucking business, haul 
ing lumber from saw mils to Rocky Mountain 
House, He and his on Art are stil inthe {rucking 
business after’ 19 years, hauling mostly big 
machines, 

larry and Irene have seven children: 

AAnetha married Bab Glover; they have four 
ceiiuren: Arthur is not married! Ken married 
Coleen Fisher, and they have two. children; 
Loyd married Janet Dyer and they have one 
‘child; “Judy married Melvin’ Lougheed: they 
have two children: Terry and Tena are both at 
home 


SALMON, NORMAN 

"Arter feaving home, Norman married Mable 
‘Turner, and they had fo children, Jim and May 
Jim was born walle the family lived at Sun 
aynoak 





Norman then, obtained employment at 
Nakusp, British Columbia, and May’ Was bora 
there, Mable dled when ‘May was only two 
montis oid, and the children were taken to be 
Talsed by thelr grandmother at Leslieville, 

‘Norman returned fo Aberdeen, Washington, 
whore he became a surveyor and engineer for 
he ely, and designed several bridges over the 
CChehalls River, aswell as engineering the water 
‘Sistem for the ely. He married Dorothy Turner, 
{he lotr of his first wife, and they have three 
‘hlldren, Astam, Bob, and Tom. 

Jim Salmon niarried Hilda Schuel, and they 
have five children, They live in Frultvale, B.C 

‘tay. married Berey Nelson, and they’ have 
two children. She died in 187. 

Miriam married Lewis Stevens, and has three 
nile. 

Bob married Mary Wald; they have three 
cenlldren, 

‘All the family now live near Aberdeen, Olym- 
pla, and Seattle 








SALMON, OLIVER 

‘Oliver Salmon married Edna Stears in 3924. 
He worked on the railroad near Lethbridge, 
here thele children, Lenard, Marion, and 
Clarence were bor, 

‘Oliver was a qualified steam engineer, and 
worked at lumber mill, and on the oldie 
threshing outtte He later worked in the mines at 
Nordegg: and wen they closed, he farmed near 
the Blueberry Valley’ Senool, on the Tand 
previously belonging. to. his brotier, Elmer. 
{nen the one-room schools were phased out, he 
‘ought the Blueberry Valley School, which he 
‘converted ito his farmhouse, 

"Edna died in December, 197, and Oliver in 
May, 1 

‘Fenard married Cleo Kiser, and now lives in 
Hatromgate, Belish Columbia 

‘Marlon married Jack tering, and they have 
seven eben a ving at Hcy sonia 
House. 

‘Clarence married Doreen Mason, and they 
have two children. They als live In tocky Moun 
{in House 





SANDE, SAMUEL (SAM) AND ADA 

‘Simiel Olst Johansen Sande was born at 
‘Bergen, Norway, October 18, 138. He care to 
‘Alperta in 1810 and homesteaded the SE 25404. 
‘Warin the Bingley district. He enlsted in World 
War in tte Canadian Forestry Corps and was 
Dverseat for four years, After he reurned from 
toverseas he bought the W8-405,N3 In the Beaver 
Fat district from his sister, Olga Grosseth and 
her husband, Lous 

‘While In England he met Ada Cartwright 
‘thompson, Ada was born. In Hettonle-hole, 
‘Durham, England on Mareh 22, 187. She worked 
{in the muoitons factory during World War I. 

She eae to Canada in 1926 with her husband 
sim Thompson and two small children, Ada and 





Jim: later another son, John was born. Divorce 
Tollowes and Ada worked at Claresholm, 
Gietchen and forthe Bower family in Red Deer 
She received beautiful black mate, of which 
she was very proud, from the Bower family. 
‘Sam and Ada were married on December 8, 
180) In Red Deer and lived on their farm at 
Beaver Flat. They have inreechldiren: Norman 
Dorn October 2, 18H, married Beth Woodward 
and they have four children, Janet, David, Brian 
nd Katen: Irene ‘born ‘ly 16,7893 married 
Brian Marshall and they have three children 
Kathy, Micheal and James; Alma. born, 
Pebrury 8, 1858 married Melvin Oja and they 
have two sons, Dwayne and Randolph. Step. 
daughler Ada married Leon Denstone and thes 
have three children, Carole Ann, Audrey Mae 
and Gary; stepson Jim married Teresa 
Faulkner and they have tive ehildren, Barbara 
married George Lloyd who was killed in an acct 
Gent and she is vemarvied to. Mark Ririe 
Waltergena married Ken Terry and they have 
{wo children, Jim and Marie: Derek married 
Barbara Comeau; Doreen married Gordon 
Hainsworth and they have two euldren, Matt 


land Kevin: Jean married afickey Tumey and 
they have one son, Chris: stepson John married 
Margaret Bremmer and she has one sony Lloyd 
married Linda and they have three children, 


Roger, Ricky and Lance ~ Liovd ls remarried #9 
‘Judy and they have one daughter, Cella 





1f was a hard life clearing the land and far 

ming In the summer, and working in the Bush 

land lumbering in the winter, but happy lite 
‘Sam liked fo hunt and fish: He often went Mu. 
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nhs half brother, Sigurd, and hs friend 
Lit "Skagen, He’ also had many nappy and 
Silccessil fishing tsps with his good friend, 
John Oja. ada is very fond of singing end muste 
fenjovs Kiting and ber vegetable garden and 
beauttal ower garden. They owned a Plymouth 
‘ar and many good horses. Sam was « Masoale 
‘ember of Lochearn Lodge No. 15 

‘Sam's and Ada's marriage was very happy 
bout was cut short by his untimely passing at 
In Apr 1940 at 51 years of age He was buried i 
the Lesiovilie Cemetery. It was a very sad day 
for his beloved wite and tamily, and Als many, 
any good lends, as Sam was'a very quiet, 
Kind and well Iked man by all who knew Ren 








‘THE SIGURD AND ASTRID SANDE FAMILY 

‘Sigurd Olal Sande was born in Sande, Indre 
Holmedals, Sunnfjord, Norway, May’ 1, 168, 
‘tier completing his education, ne clerked for 
fio years n each of these stores in Sande, frst at 
Laer sivertsen, and then at MM Johannessen, 
‘They both gave him & high character rating. 
Leaving Als flancee behind, he emigrated fo 
Wiseonsin, USA. tn 1003 and. worked in the 
U.S.A. for three years betore leaving 
Minneapolis, ‘Minnesota in 1906 "to go 
homesteading ‘in Alberta, Carrying ‘stew 
Belongings ne walked west irom Red Deer and 
Spent one hight in the shelter ofa wall ofthe old 
fort at Rocky Mountain House, where today only 
the “Chimneys” remain 

‘He Homesieaded on the NW I8405:V5 in the 
Bingley district, approximately 50 miles north 
‘west of Red Deer. He walked to Red Deer for 
‘Supplies nd mail and later he walked to Evarts 
for them. Andrew Sande, who homesteaded at 
the same time, filed-on the quarter section 
Joining” Sigura’s london the south, ‘These in 
fenlous Vikings bullt one large sod-roted 10g 
‘arm, Ralf of fon each quarter section, whlch 
‘meaita saving of two walls. In the summer 
‘months Sigurd broke the land with oxen and in 
the’ winter he worked in the lumber" camps 
operated by Martin and MeDougal, 

“a 1e0sT010, Sigurd returned fo Sande, Sunn 
Jord, Norway, to visit his fancee, Astrid 1. 








‘Sande, and his relatives, While he was away, An 
‘ew looked ater his piace and did the chores, 
Astrid Sande was bora in Bergen, Norway, on 
June 17, 1882. Al the early age of two she moved 
with ter parents to Sande, Sunnfjord, She took 
tllher education there. She was a member ofthe 
utheran Church Choi in Sande for many vars 
In June, 191, Asteid and Olga asister of Sigurd, 
frvived'in fied Deer, where Sigurd met them 
With Rorses and buggy. Astrid and Sigurd were 
married inthe St. Lae’s Chureh in Rea Deer ox 
Sone 19, 191. Sigurd brought his bride ana his 
Ester tothe fwostorey log house he had bult on 
the homestead, They” were blessed with three 
Song and three daughters 

‘vanilla — born May 17, 1912, married to 
Angus Leslie Martin August 7, 197. They have 
fone daughter. 

‘Alma Louise — bora October 15, 1813, 
married to Kaut Olay Sunde December 27,190 
Tey have one son, three Gatghlers and Seven 
‘randehildren 

ohn David — born April 26, 1015, married to 
Sanet Stefox July 2,198. They have two sons, 
tivo daughters and seven grandehlldven, Janet 
fied April 30,1973 

‘Maga Leonora — born May 21,197, married 
to Leonard LeRoy Billings November 30, 1945, 
‘They have two daughters and two grandsons. 


us 






Leonord Sigurd — bor March 9, 192, 
married to Audrey Kathleen Colbeck July 20 
1s, Tey have two sona and two grandsons 

‘Cttora Martin = born Ape, 123, married 
to Mlldred Patriela Yurkiw February 2, 1854 
They have three sons, one Gaughter and wo 
srandchideen. Clifford died February 1 1985, 

Sigurd and Astrid’ fist chia, Svan, was 
boon ona very spectal day as May I is Norway's 
National Day, Por many years: thelr cory log 
Rouse on the homestead was the scene of many 
happy gatherings of Norwegians In he dtc 
‘The Sande hospitality was known far and wide to 
ihe early pioneers’ and travellers of many 

omallties. Many’ social evenings were en 
Joved by neighbors. Those who played musi 
{struments brought them and played Tor the 
dancing and singing. "They also enjoyed istening 
{othe new Thomes Edison phonograph that 
Sur id wrughts nati nary a as 
‘ery evident In the meals she prepared for ee 
familly, threshing crew or vistors. One could 
ever aay" “"No" to a slice of her homemade 
Bred and buler and a cup of freshly brewed 
cole. 

Sigurd and Astrid, like thetr pioneer 
neigibors, had thelr ovm language, Feligton, 
ulfire and lifestyle, How was the language 
Sarrler overcome? ‘Timothy Eaton’ Catalogue 





find the Almanae played an important part, As 
Sroall enlldren living’ on the homestead, Alma 
Temembers that when the Almanae had come 
her sleter, Svannild, asked thelr mother, "IS 
there a Svanhildnac?” 

In the opening up ofthis area, these pioneers 
knew hardships isolation atid loneliness, ut as 
fhe language barriers Were overcome the com. 
thon problems called for cooperation 0" 
proceds of acculturation was achieved by close 
Personal flendships and mutual respect. Sigurd 
nd. Astrid were keenly. interested. in the 
Drogress of the cougiry. Sigurd helped to. es 
fablish the Bingley Sehoot District No. 2565 in 
1911 and im 1512 he eut logs forthe frst school 
house which was completed in 1913. The 
freasurer’was ‘Mr, J, W. Christian, andthe 
rustees were Mi. Sam Laregard, George 
Diggins and Sigurd whe was chalrman of the 
board. After moving te the Beaver Flat Setoot 
District No. 1h in f0ls, Sigura served as sehoo! 
fuse for that astrct for many years. 191925, 
the school taxes on his quarter seetion of land i 
Bingley wore sI7.08 

"The litle log schoolhouse became the com: 
‘munity center and truly tnted al nationalities, 
Regardless of Taln or sunshine, Tamales for 
‘any miles around eamme by tears and wagon ot 
‘on horseback to participate in the plenie. The 
first plente that Sigurd and Astrid and Olga en 
Joved was at Beaver Flat and Olga sill Iaughs 
‘hen she tells how she shocked everyone when 
She Rolsted her long skirt above ner knees atthe 
Beginning of the ladies’ race that she won. 

‘Other entertainment included the Chautan 
qua eld in the Lesievlle community in the ate 
thav's and eariy it's, Sigurd and his brother, 
Sam, were (0 of the guarantors. Also there 
‘were the sient moves, eg. "Ben Hur". The an 
dual Farmers’ Bal n he Lesllevile Hall in the 
{gays drew a good crowd of adults, and children 
‘aswell as the speling bee was held atthe same 
time. This was a popular event in whieh many 
Schools partlelpated and entered only thet 
Spellers The school Christmas concert Was an 
‘Emnual event and enjoyed by everyone in the 
packed schoolhouse, 

‘Atri offer mentioned how she enjoyed her 
fire Christmas here when Sigurd tok her To the 
Leslieville Churen Christmas program, and 
Although she did not understand the language, 
the church atmosphere, the cholrsinging carols 
tnd Mr. J. Rell giving the Christmas message 
Ianto much te her. Christmas five on the 
homestead was very spectal. The tee, decorated 
With Homemade streamers, balls, and paper 
hearts woven in wo colors, was putin the centre 
tf the ving room Astrid, Sigurd and ther te 
thlldren joined hands and walked around the 
{ree and sang "Slient Night” and olher carols in 
Norsveplan, Astrld's beautiful singing Isa Joy 10 
Femember 

Before 1920, Sigurd and Astrid helped to 
organize the first Lutheran Congregation at 
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Leslieville and they were members during the 
years itv existed. Servlees were held inthe 
embers" nomes. Sigurd was secretary 
{reanurer trom 1923 unt 1990 Tae pastors at this 
lime were Rev. 8. Guldseth, Rev. Olu Asper and 
Rev, Bile, Asteld and Sigurd were fallafal con 
{mibutors ot donations to the mission tela 
throughout thete ives. 

‘Sigurd's brother, Samuel Olat Sande, another 
‘ommunity-minded man, homesteaded SE 25-40- 
B.v5in tne Bingley district in 900. He enlstedin 
‘World War One and ater returning rom the war 
he bought Wis 405-3, He and Sigurd worked 
together for several vars to harvest thet raps 
One fall was excepilonally wet and Sam, who nad 
his own blacksmith shop, helped design and bull 
large whee! that carried the horse-drawn 
binder over wet flelds so they managed to 
harvest thelr ereps 

"Not oply were schools and churches needed 
bout roads were badly needed. There were road 
Bllowances, but many of these were no! fenced, 
hot even f snake-all fence. Herds of horses 
freed from ihe lumber mills that aperated only 
during the winter months, roamed the country 
tintil more settlers omesteaded the land. Sigurd 
was aroad councilor for twenty-five years anda 
Teeve for twelve years of the Muntipal District 
bot Lochearn No. dO), Leslieville, Alberta, During 
bis early years as 4 councilor, he travelled on 
horseback and helped many a family in the tu 
epidemic of 1918-1819. His distri covered the 
fea north trom his homestead to the ‘North 
Sestatehewan River, west and north of Rocky 
‘Mountain House. After he bought one ofthe frst 
ars, a modal = T Ford, his work took him in 
{mang directions fo help peope get to the doctor. 
Since Sigurd was on te end of the telephone line 
In that area, the farally had to relay the message 
{o neighbors for many miles regardless of 
‘weather and road conditions. Mest of the Toad 
Work had fo be done by hand in the early days 
Whlen meant digging ditches witha shovel. Low 
Tying area roads were corduroyed to make them 
passable in the rainy season, This meant cover 
fing the road with small 10-16 foot logs and then 
covering the logs with drt, using a wheelbarrow 
Sind shovel, ‘Later, came. the, horse-draven 
‘machinery, such a3 the slip for fo horses, and 
the tresno where four horses were used; then the 
Iwo‘wheelerdike slip that needed two oF Tour 
ores Inlter year, te small grader as used 
lind many 1 ile has been but using horse 
Potter from sx to twelve horses, depending on 
fhe size of the grader. Then’ followed. the 
mechanized road bullding machinery. ‘The 
‘Munleipal District was divided into tx ivisons 
{or many years unti it became Local Improve 
‘ment Disiiet No. 10, Shorly after thatthe local 
Schools were organioed into the Rocky Mountain 
School Division No. 15. Part of the Lochearn 
‘Municipal District is now in the Lacombe School 
Division. Sigurd spent many long hours atten 
fing’ couinell and schoo! meetings, and most of 














them without a stipend, mainly beeause there 
‘was no money, anyway. Astrid's Rind considera 
lion for otners and willingness to help al waster 
firs thought. Ths greatiy assisted her husband 
to carry ou his duties as counellion,reeve, and 
schoo trustee 

"The Sande children attended the Beaver Flat 
ssenool Nor i814 that was established tn 1908 and 
pened in 190. For several: years the school 
Spened In May and continued throughout the 
Simmer until Chrstmas, Most of the lime the 
Children walked the two and one half mils, but 
‘what a pleasure i was when they had three sad 
{le Horses tore to school Durig the years that 
the six Sande children attended Beaver Flat 
School the teachers. were: hiss Eamundson, 
tse, Strong, Miss V- Leather, Miss A Jesin 
Mis, C.N. Besbe, fee N. Wade, Mr, J. Grant 
Miss L. Lytle, Mrs. McDonald, Mi. Wm 
Mefionerts and Mr. T: Bowhay” 

Being farmers, Sigurd and Astrid were keon- 
ly interested in growing high quallty produce, 
‘Tals was evinced In the prizes they won at te 
{alr sponsored by the Rocky Mountain House 
‘Agriuttural Socety In ihe years 1877.28 79,"Top 
wards for wheat, barley, oats, com and man 
‘ogetables were recelved: Astid enjoyed sewing 
Sind ailting and won several prizes at the fale 
for her nesdlecraft. In the 1000's Sigurd. won 
prizes for his grains at the provinlal seed fairs 
End-at the Royal Winter Fair at Toronto, On- 
favo. In 3805, Svanbild won first prize for beans 
at the Toronto Royal and the following year at 
fhe same fais, Joba and Leonard won fist and 
Second, respectively, for eats, All tree Sande 
boys were members of the Lesieville Grain Club 
and won prizes for thelr grain plots and also for 
the threshed grain at the seed fal John Was 
leader of the Club for a few years. ‘This shows 
‘hat the family farm has les merits 

‘Sigurd and Astrid were active members of the 
Leneville Sehool Fair Board. Their six children 
Won scholarships and a trip tothe Olds School of 
Agriculture for highest number of points, In 
Fecogaltion of thelr high quallty produce, the 
Ode School ot Agriculture presented them with a 
Wariety of shrubs and frulf tees fo plant on the 
farmstead, "hele beautful garden attracted 
many vistors, 

‘Also, they ralsed cattle and had some 
registered Shorthoons and Herelords. From ths 
fine herd of Hereford calle, 44 Beet Club 
‘members purchased animals that won the grand 
hampionsiips several tines, 

Tn 185, Astrid Went to. Norway on a wel: 
sseserved holiday to vst her father, sisters, and 
‘brother whom she had not seen sce sho ft In 
etn, When she returned in February, 1906, 8 
terrible bilzzard was raging inthis area. The bus 











driver, Gordan Sorensen, drove his bus off ls 
‘egular route to Rocky Mountain House to ner 
{arm home, 10 rlles north of Alhambra, to make 
Sure she goi nome safely. Thls brings to mind the 
many azards of winter encountered. When 





traveling, The maliman, Thomas Ogden of the 
Bingley’ post office in the early years, fought 
Adfts and cold winds for several miles and this 
feant weary horses and driver by the me they 
fol tothe Sigurd Sande farm. Here he carne int 
thaw out and have a spot of tea. Sigurd Was 
Feady ith hls team and sleigh fo ‘ake Tom the 
Fest of the way’ to Lesllevlle and back to the 
Farin. Now Tom could hte up his rested horses 
find resume Ris tough Journey” with Tenewed 
‘Strd enjoyed hunting moose, elk and deer in 
the foothills of the: Rocky Mountains. He had 
‘many sets of large horns. As an avid sherman, 
he enjoyed catching trout in the west country 
"The Depression came andi left its mark even, 
on the hardest of pioneers who had already nad 
‘Trongh time, Sigurd was shipping a carload of 
fate to Calgary, but Detore te tran personnel 
‘vould load the eatte, eight charges had to be 
repaid. Upon ‘receipt of the cheque for this 
Earload’ of cattle, he realized less than he had 
bald for the treight! Many cases of hardship, 
Fever to be forgotten, Were prevalent bul these 
hardy pioneers never gave up. Food was not 
Scarce nor expensive, nlther was clothing nor 
Shoes, but they had go eash To purchase them. 
Eggs were selling for three cents per doven, 
Flour sacks were not onl Used for underwear, 
but also for shitts, blouses and dresses. Astrid 
fldn't need s pattern to make these garments, 
‘She designed them hersei and made many pret 
{y clothes from snow-whte flour sacks and from 
printed flour sacks, These tity rugal, honest, 
Kard-working people persevered through the 
‘Dirty 373" and also through World War Two 
when rationing came. Into effect for the 
following’ gasoline, sugar, fam, Jelly, cottee, 
tea, canned ml, butte, and meat 
‘hen the Wonien's Insite was organized in 
the Beaver Flat district, Astrid was one of ts a 
tive members 
‘Aller the Rocky Mountain School Division No, 
15 sas established Sigurd was Divisional Schoo! 
trustee for several years, He served as 4 school 
tfustee for over forl-tive years, oth on ine local 
‘School boards and on the Rocky Mountaln School 
Division No. 13 Board, & crowd of move than 730 
people gathered on February 11, 1958, for the 
pening’ ceremonies. at the David ‘Thompeon 
High Senool, whieh Sigurd was instrumental in 
having located on the site near Condor, Sigurd 
Sande‘ wes honored that evening for his long 
years of service when the Hon. A. J. Hooke 
bpresentea him with a gold wristwateh engraved 
{with these words: "40 YEARS SCHOOL 
TRUSTEE ROCKY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL 
DIVISION NO. 15". Later, in 190, set of en 
velopodla was presented to the Davia Thorp 
Son High Senool In Sigurd Sande's name. nthe 
Novernber iy 1074 Issue of "Red Deer County 
News", hr Dave Pearson, a trustee of the 
Rocky Mountain School Division No. 15 at the 



























































same time a8 Sigurd, has high praise for the 
inany trustees he has worked with. He singled 
tut the high-minded conduct of me like Sigurd 
Sende 

‘Asiid and Sigurd resided on thelr farm all 
thelr lives and kept very active, Astrid died on 
December 1 1960 

Sigurd continued to be active in is farming 
and cowcalt operations. He was active In eam 
‘unity affairs and keen interested in world af 
{irs. He died on October 2, 1983 


SANDE, THE JOHN D. AND JAN} 
Nhs doh D: Sande) 

Treompleted my’ schooling at the Beaver Flat 
Seto! In 1890 where ry fall lived. Through 
the years before I married Henry Stltox'ssec- 
nd gaughter, Janet, Thelped with the work on 
fhe farm. ‘Dad had just bought a 22-36 Tater 
national taetor, de, anda breaking plow; then 
year later, a Waterloo threshing machine so we 
had to go to mork at whatever we could get to 
Keep up the payments on al of this equlpment 
through ‘the’ thirties when prices. on farm 
roduets dropped to an alltime low Inthe 
Eimmer montis we cleared and broke land on 
Dad's homestead and cia custom breaking 
around the neighbornood. tn the fall twas the 
fame; we went out threstng: so besides the 
home farming we had fos of work todo. TMS 
Continued after I got married to Janet on july 2, 
{89 Twas bullding my’ own house onthe family 
farm and this is now 1 got my lumber. Through 
the winter months we (ook out logs on the Welt 
Greek that was elghteen miles to the north-west 
of us. We travelled by team and sleigh when 
there was snow and by wagon when the roads 
permitted it Dad and my brothers put in many a 
fold trip fobring out the lumber, sabs, and some 
firewood. ‘This: lumber was. sawed oy" Ralph 
Evans and hls crew trom east of Lesllevlle when 
he had hs millon the Wolt Creek. Te forest fre 
became quite a thing inthe spring before the new 
grass got tall enough. We stil had somelogs and 
ome lumber that we were unable to get cut In 
the winter months which got burned. The price of 
Turmber a te mill in those years was for rough 
tnd $10 for planed per thousand: After our se 
‘nd winter Inthe timber we took a: permit 10 
Supply a dary farmer east of Red Deer with all 
ine material he needed fora small barn at $182 
thousand, delivered, 

in the spring of 1999 T undertook a different 
typeof work — fo bul a house folive in after we 
‘ere married. I bullt it on Dad's home place out 
Of the best lumber {rom our winters work, But 
the time eame to be married and sil had some 
bof the house fo finish 80 we lived with ty folks 
the fst year 

“uly 1, 3858, was a nice bright morning attér 
many a Falny day s0 Dad and I went to see how 
‘many mud holes we had fo fix between hame and 
Rocky’ Mountain House s0 we could get to the 
first wedding of our family by ear. We got the 
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mud Noles repaired with logs and dit so they 
Feally looked good. But by midafteraoon We had 
2ilterent outlook onthe whole bright day 
farller. Black clouds came up andthe wing blew 
Stronger. One of the worst halstorms hit that 
reas sich destruction had ‘ever been seen 
‘efore. Our early morning work went down the 
Fad so Dad and T spent from early evening unl 
arly the next morning getting back home with 
fhe ear: Soto te pasture | went fr the horses so 
‘We could get to my weadiag in time veith team 
{ind wagon andthe 12 miles fo go. Hu the bright 
‘Sim and the blue sky really made me fonget the 
ght before tT looked atthe bare felgs that 
‘had been all green with grain, and the tres that 
‘Were stripped of thett leaves! Uncle Sam, Dad's 
Drother, and his wife, Aunt Ada, came’ to the 
‘wedding in their democrat and team of nice 
Sorrel. They brought my wife, Janet, and me 
Back Home instead of us going’ back In the BS 
beavy lumber wagon 








‘our first son, David, arrived on May 90,1940, 
during the early part of World War It it was & 
{ime of great uncertainty but we earried on the 
best ave could, We contitued farming and grow 
{ng everything that was in demand. In 194 we 
‘moved info our own home. The next year, on 
pu 0, our first daughter, Agnes, was born, 
‘The uncertainty caused by the war coalinued — i 
got my notice to stay close fo my home. Our sec 
fd son, Harold, arsived on January 18, 135, 4 
old da. 

Towards the end of the war we decided we 
should try to get a farm of our own, The family 
‘would soon be of schoal age and we hoped to get 
land clover to the schoo! than I had been 80 that 
{hey would not have te Tong distance to go that T 
had travelled. We got the farm known as the 
Washburn place, the N'E-1a06.93 which was 
fone mile south of Dad's. Ti had a mlee set of 
Bulidings except for qulie small od house 
compared tothe one we had but on the family 
farm. That fall our son, David, started school at 
[Beaver Flat. Next summer our second daughter, 
Helen, arrived on August 25, 1947. the children 











reached school age they continued ther educa 
tion at Beaver Flat unit was closed and then 
they were bused to school at Rocky Mountain 
House, 

‘In 1851 1 moved the new house we had bull on 
‘the home place down to our farm to replace the 
tld one because we were all looking forward to 
felting electricity on the farm. Our farming 
fperations got ager as the family was able to 
help. The last few years that we were onthe farm 
‘ve had 20 mile cows, around 79 pigs of sll ages 
ls well as eet eatte and a nle flock of sheep, 
We got cur startin sheep from the University of 
‘iberia Experimental Farm, Edmonton, 

‘in 1956. Wwe Teft_the {atm Our. younger 
‘daughter needed extra teaching and training $0 
Inthe fa term, after a big decision, we went 0 
the ely of Edmonton to live and start new work. 
‘This meant the family had fo take a close lock at 
What each one wanted fo get started in. Janet 
‘and Tgot work at the new School for the Dea that 
‘as to open in the fall, David wasn hs last year 
GF high school, Agnes was In her last year of 
Junior nigh, Harold was in his last Year of 
flementars” and Helen went by bus to het school 
for the fandleapped for special traning. The 
farm life was missed by all of us. The lst few 
Years at the School for the Deaf, Janet was 3 
House mother with tie deat boys, ages tive to 
flght years. She really enjoyed the chance to 
help them get stared in ie. 

Tn 1978 Janet took Ul and spent a few months 
{nthe hospital. She passed away-on April 1973, 
and was greatly missed by ner family and many 
fathers for her cheerfol sae at all imes: A Year 
fater 1 had completed elghteen Years at the 
School and I moved back to the country t0 Ive 
west of Millet In the Pipestone commualy. 

‘As David and Agnes have compiled ther own 
histories, T will wilte only about Harold and 
Helen, 

Harold completed his senor high schoo! and 
then attended the Olds Agricultural College for 
Iwo years. After graduating. he worked on 
flferent jobs When he worked in Red Deer at 
Corbett Auto’ Electric Shop, he met Barbara 
Jean Storev, the youngest daughter of Carl and 
Giadys Storey of Red Deer. They were unlted In 
‘marriage on September 3, 1965. They Have one 
Son, Darsyi, and one daughter, Nicole. ‘They 
Bouigit the Pipestone General Store which they 
operate at the present time, 

Helen took diferent types of training to help 
her as she Is handicapped. She attended the 
School gt’ Edmonton. Centre, and the Alberta 
School Hospital, now known a5 Michener Centre, 
[Red Deer. At present she fe at Wetaskvfn in & 
Group Home and goes to the Horizon Unlimited 
Work Shop. 


SANDE, THE DAVID, BARBARA, NEIL AND 
CRAIG FAMILY 

“John and. Janet Sande’s first child was born 
May’ 30, 1940" in the Rocky Mountain’ House 











Hospital and was named David Joseph, David 
‘Was the eldest grandehilé on both parents sides 
{Sande and. Steifox) and reaped. the early 
benefits of attention from grandparents, aunts 
fd uncles 

‘On July 13,1988 David martied Barbara Jean 
Woywitka whom he nad met in 1888 on seafold, 
walle decorating the Uof A gymnasium for & 
ance, and had dated through thelr University 
days. On Maren 14,1989 thelr fst child Nelt 
Davia was born. To years later their second 
fon Craig Martin was bor on April, the same 
birthdate as his grandiather John Sande 

‘David was very fortunate to have bad the op 
portunity of varied educational experiences 
From 1501953 he attended Beaver Fat School 
“Gone room country sehool with grades one 10 
‘ight 185 and 1285 he was bussed tothe much, 
larger Rocky Mountalm House Sehool. Polowing 
his lamlly’s move to Edmonton inthe early fall 
tf 1866 David attended ‘Stratncona Composite 
High Schoel fortwo years and graduated in the 
Spring of 1958 

‘in September of 158 he enrolled at the U of A 
in the first year of the Bachelor of Physical 
Eaucation degree program from whieh he 
fraduated in 10). In 1906 Davi returned tothe 
niversity of Alberta and in 1968 completed his 
M.A. in Administration. Following twe Years of 
Slugy'at the University of Oregon in Eugene, 
Davia graduated In 195 with a PhD. in Eauea’ 
ton 

David's formal work experiences include 
assisting an the family farm untl they moved to 
Eamonton in 1956, Summer work between high 
School ar University terms were as follows: 

"Wot — Work asa carpenter's helper bu 
the David Stelfox house at Ellersite 

“3b '59— labourer and tek driver at Gun 
nar Uranium Mines on Lake Athabasca, 

“e062 ~ Roller operator on asphalt paving 
‘revs in the Edmonton vicinity, 

Im September of 1902 David began work as & 
high school teacher of physical education, 
blogs and chemistey at Queen Elizabeth Com 
posite, High ‘School in. Sdmonion where. he 
Worked until June of 1988. Following the came. 
ton of his masters degree course work in 1961 
David was! hired bythe Faculty of Physical 
Eadueation and Recreation ofthe Uof A where he 
has continued to work, and ls now an Associate 
Profeseor, 

‘Since is youth David has maintained an in 
terest in plivsieal education and sports and has 
Comtinued to participate as an athlete, coach or 
Sports administrator. As an undergraduate 
‘David was a student manager with the Golden 
Bear Hockey team and active in Block "A" ac 
{ivties. Fora peried of 0 years fromm 3961 to 
David was the Ditector ots igh Senool Recres- 
ion Leadership Tralning Program at O'Leary 
CCormposite High School. Asa high schoolteacher 
he coached football, basketball, wrestling 
‘volleyball and trace and fed and was active on 
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CAHPER executive — President 1997, While at 

he U of A he served as an assistant football 
‘ach withthe Golden Bears during the late 60's 
sand ear 10s 

In Wit David was chairman of the Canadian 
Gymaastle Champlonships In Edmonton He also 
Served as. Deputy Chalrman of the 1878 Cor. 
Monwealth Games Sports. Division. As his 
Chlldsen grew and shosted an interest in sport he 
faciod asa cormmunity soccer and hockey coach 

David's eldhood days were filed with te 
excitement ot active {arm Ife punctuated bs 
play with brother Harold and sisters Agnes and 
Helen and the ever present pets (dogs, eats and 
fabolts), Eaviest fecollectons are of racing 
fownhil to Grandma Sande's, a dstance of 
‘bout 3 vards to greet her and Share some old 
atmeal cereal and sugar. Furiher memories 
Fighiignt trips to vist Grandma and Grandpa 
Stelion in Rocky’ Mountain House to wateh 
Grandma’ Stetfox's canary or fo lt in a huge 
Sutfed chair with hs brother and sister fo heat 
Grandpa Steiox spin ales, Christmas, birthdays 
find other special occasions always meant Visits 
with aunts, uncles and cousins and were very eX 
ing occasions. 

As a youth David ad major interests in 
schon), sports and livestock. Tough never top of 
the elast, David found school a real challenge 
and never faced any major diffeutes. Hunting 
4nd Fishing with Grandpa Sande were always 
fxelting” In the fall of 185 while Bunting Wh 
Grandpa Sande David shot is first moose: Often 
fatter fishing. trips, walle driving heme from 
Chambers ‘Creek @r one of the tributaries. of 
Dralrle Greek, David would have to reach tothe 
cays accelerator and pull Grandpa Sande's foot 
bf when a cramp ta the thigh would cause him 
{ramp the accelerator to the floor sending the 
ar lunging through narrow logging roads oF the 
fever present frost bols of Highway Tl 

‘School and community sports days and 
baseball teams were always important activities 
for David. During one busy spring he played on 
{Wo different sehoo! teams, abantom teams and 
omit team 

David's inferest in livestock was carefully 
tutored by his father and led toa deep love ofall 
livestock. This interest was further generated 
Into active participation In the Rocky Mountain 
House 48 Beet Club and special Interest inthe 
ecards ofthe farm dairy Herd, sheep and hogs. 
Twas also-during this period, with. many’ 
Successive years of severe Mall damage fo crops, 
inst David became aware ofthe significant gem 
ble involved in farming 

"There is absolutely no question thatthe mast 
significant event of David's adult ve Was is 
marriage to Barbara, and thelr many years of 
Shared jeys and sorrows, Ter honeymoon Was 
his first significant extended trip and due 
primarily {0 Barbara's great love of travel they 
fourneyed fo Europe in the summer of 1965, 10 
Expo in Montreal in 1967 an then after Nel and 














Craig were born they made many camping trips 
‘itn major journeys in 1914 down the Paclic 
(Coast of he U.S.A. and in 19760 Montreal for the 
Olympics. In January of 1977 David and Barbara 
‘vith Dave's brother Harold and hs wite Barbara 
Purchased a quarter’ section of land in the 
Pipestone istrict just east of Pigeon Lake. The 
purchase came as a result of being forced to sell 
Fina in the Cow Lake area ofthe Rocky Mountain 
House Distt shen taxes were raised substan. 
Helly as a segult of the land being. declared 
Fecreational, This sale saw a severance. of 
David's physteal relationship with the Rocky 
Mountain House area but has led to increased 
pleasure for Barb and Dave in teaching theit 
Fons Neil and Craig fo ride Horses and to share 
the beauty of the country and the efforts of farm 
activites while visiting thelr new fare. 

Following her marriage to David, Barbara 
continued fo teach physical education and 
fathematics at Jasper Place Compesie High 
Schoo! until Christmas of 1956 — three months 
before Nell was born, Barbara has always been 
very active in emareh and community activites 
She has served Southminster United Church as 8 
oir member, a Sunday School teacher and as 
fan aciive committee member. Her community 
Seuvites have Incided curling, squash, Vora 
Sand very active membership onthe Barents” Ad 
isory: Committee for Greenfield Elementary 
Schoo's lingual program as well as Vice 
CChalrperson of te Alberta branch of the Parents 
For French Organization. ‘The demands of 
homemaking have been further challenged by 
the needs of two very active boys and Barbara 
has Spent hours in support of their activities, 

‘Nell and Craig are typical of most elementary 
Senool aged enlldren, Tney are. both in the 
French ‘Bilingval Program and along with an 
‘enthusiasm for schoo they share thet parents 
Interest in athletes sith thetr own involvement 
Insvrimming, skating, hockey, soceer ana muste 
scilviles, Often the backyard Is led with 
neighborhood children engaged in some 
Dolsterous play endeavors, Both boys have taken 
fn active interest In the Boy Scout program — 
‘Neil in Cubs and Craig In Beavers 

Tr fs ofth continued pride and pleasure that 
Barbara ana David wateh thebs chlldren grow 
land mature in thelr understanding of man and 
his world 





CRITCHLEY, THE IAN AND AGNES FAMILY 

"Agnes Kathleen, first daughter of John and 
Janet Sande, was born in the Rocky Mountain 
House Hospial on April 20, 18. She attended 
School at Beaver Flat, Rocky Mountain House, 
‘and Edmonton where she graduated. after com 
Pleling ner high school she worked for several 
Sears at the Hamonton Centre forthe han 
‘teapped, Whe working there she met Walter 
Tan Clitchley who was driving the bus for the 
handicapped tothe Centre. In 1964 Tan Joined the 
army and was transferred to Kingston, Ontario, 
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the following year. In 1985 Agnes and tan were 
married and ved at Kingston where fan was a 
(Captain inthe Canadian Army. They returned 10 
‘Edmonton In August, 199. an alended Unive. 
synthe acly ot Eeaton and graduated in 

“They have three sons, Peter Tan born July 
1g68! Charis fuenerd born August, 1802; and 
‘Michael David born September, 177 

‘When Agnes thas back fo times spent with 
her grandparents, she thinks. of Grandma 
Sande's nomemade’butter, and cleaning out the 
‘Wooden butter bow: of being old enough to be 
‘Bowed to pick raspberries in Grandpa Sande's 
rized raspberry pateh afer he was assured that 
She imew how (0 pick without damaging the 
plants. She remembers being allowed to play 
Tht phonograph with its eylindrieal records 


BILLINGS, THE FAMILY OF LEONARD AND 
MAGDA 

Magda Leonora the third daughter of Sigurd 
and Astra Sande, was born on the homestead on 
May 2, 1912. She got her schooling at Beaver 
Plat and Alhambra. During these years she won 
many awards for gutstanding achievements In 
Sports. At the Provincial Meet held in Red Dect 
‘he placed first for the 100 yard dash, the 10 
‘yard, and the 80 yard 

‘On November 30, 195, she was united in 
marriage to. Set. Léonard LeRoy Billings of 
Spoieane, Washington 

‘They’ are blessed with two daughters: 
Boveriey Lee, born September 5, 1843 and 
Bleanor Sigrid, born April 8, 1863. Boveriey and 
Eleanor attended school at Penhold, Tanstal, 
land Red Deer, recelving thelr high schoo! diplo 
‘as atthe Lindsay Thurber High School. After 
fradustion, Bev worked ae an operator for AGT 











{Red Deer and Calgary. n 1967 Bev was un 





ted. in marriage to E, Dwayne Tester and they 
fre blessed with two sons, Edwin Grant and 
‘Gregory Seott Dwayne has his Masters degree 
fs an electrician and operates his own shop 
Bowden: 

‘Eleanor furthered her education by attending 
Humber College in. Toronto, graduating” Wilk 
honors in publ relations, ‘general arts and 
Science. In Toronto she was very active in Big 
Brothers, Four years ister she returned to Red 
Deer aid at present she ison the board of arc. 
tors for Big Brothers, and she has enrolled at 
Fed Beer ollege where abe plans four Year 

‘Niagda and Leonard reside in Penhold, and 
Magda ls cooking at Auturan Glen Ledge in Ta 
mista 


SANDE, THE LEONORD AND AUDREY 
FAMILY, 

Leonora S. Sande, the tft child of Sigurd and 
Astrid Sande, was born on March 8, 1900, and 
frew up in the Lesllevie district. He received 
fis edueation inthe Beaver Fiat schoo asirict. 
He enjoyed competing in track and field events 
{In Central Alberta, recefving many ribbons and 
tho trophy eups for hls efforts 

Atte the Second World War was declared 
Leonard joined the Royal Canadian alr Force 
‘and served forfour and a half years, During his 
{ears of service, e attained the rank of Flight 
Sergeant. Following the War, he returned to he 
Lesitevile district and purchased a farm, after 
marrsing Audrey ‘Katileen Colbeck In) Van 
cower, B.C. Prier to thelr marriage, Audrey 
Was employed as a dressmaker. Leonord and 
Abdrey have two sons, Chris and Melvyn 

‘hadrey was born ih North Bas, Ontario, on 
‘October 1908 She traveled tothe west coast a8 
small ehild with her parents, James end Ethel 
Coibeck, Ethel is 8 Canadian of Irish descent 
find James was born in. Yorkshire, England, 
fomning to Canada with his parents ia 901, Bi 
Sind Mes. Colbeck are in good health, and 
presently reside in Burnaby, #.C. 





SANDE, THE CHRIS J. AND DIANA FAMILY 

hrs J Sande was born December 8,17. He 
grew up oa his parents farm In the Bhigley ls 
{et A school fge he walked alle and a lf to 
tend the Bingley School where hls elementary 
‘education was achieved, Teachers at that me 
‘were, Mrs H, Rodgers, Mis. Loewen, and Ms. 
Brookes. Grades 1 o' were aught in tas single 
Classroom school. ‘The remainder of Chris 
‘education. was recelved In Rocky Mountain 
House where ne graduated in 3868, The folowing 
fall Chris enroled ina two year Agriculture 
Mechanles Course at the Southern Alberta 
Insiltute of Techaology In Calgary and 
fradaated ‘with diploma in 196T. He then 
Feturmed to the farm where he has Worked Wh 
his father in a cow-eal operation 

Chris was subsequent marvied to Diana 
















Lynn Study of Kathyrn, Alberta. Before 
marriage she worked In the Haly Cross Hospital 
InCalgary as a Certified Nurses" Aide. hey 
have two sons: Jeltery allan, born March 28, 
1868, and Kevin James, born Aust 29,1970. 7he 
Tanllyresiaes onthe Sigurd Sande nome quarter 
(NW 70-5 WS). Jett and Kevin attend Rocky 
Etementary Setiool In Rocky Mountain House, 
Alberta, 








SANDE, THE CLIFFORD MARTIN AND 
MILDIEED FAMILY — by Andy Sande 

Gifford Martin’ Sande, ine youngest son ot 
Sigurd and Astrid Sande, Was born at Rocky 
Mountain House, Alberts, on April 4, 1922 He 
attended: Beaver Flat School for part of hs 
fdueation, In Red: Deer, he received ls high 
School education and graduated from the Lind: 
say Thurber Composite High School in 1951, As 
he was awarded for his excellence of mind, the 
Same ls tru for his phisieal ability, He excelled 
In track and fleld events where Ine sportsman 
that he truly was, Deeame very evident. At the 
age of 15 he won 8 provinelal track and field 
‘championships, notte mention the tropes for 
Hisathletie itty in schol. 

‘ls many experiences in lfe could fl a small 
book ‘and make wonderful stories when he 
eminiseed, One such experience involved luck 
well a bravery. He was a boy of 1 a the 

‘On November 2, 1896, while wandering in 

some woods he came upon a young golden 
fazle In pursuit of a rabbit. In the minutes 
{hat followea he brought down the bird with 
big stick, xnocking i unconscious and iiling 
Hott was 2 beautiful bra about two vears ol 
with a wing span of seven fet, Weighing ap 
Droxlmately eleven pounds and over two feet 
{ail Ivhad tallons that could kil Well as 
arty most any prey. Arnold Crabtree, sia 
fxldermist, sted and mounted the bird for 
Gitta 

He worked for the Canadian National 
Rally asa ile loader and then became ate in 
Spector at several points in Alberts and Ontario, 
He as also an employee of the Texaco Oll Cor, 
pany for many years, He began as a Toustabout 
And later, a baitery reader 

1 1968 on February 2., he married Mildred 








Tors: Ame Sunde Jan, Svs and Magn Sande Tob and 
Sora i tito 












Patricia Yurkiw of Radway, Alberta. Before her 
marriage, Mildred had worked In Edmonton, 
Tater they moved to his farm the SW 2106.05 
Approximately 15 miles northeast of Rocky 
‘Mountain House. He had purehased tis property 
‘earlier from Frank Larsgard, 


SANDE, THE ANDREW DENNIS FAMILY — 
‘Autobiography by Andy Sande 

Tam the oldest of Clifford's and Mildred's 
cnilafen. Twas born September 1, 1951 in Sioux 
‘Lookout, Ontario, wa six weeks old when my 
father, who worked for the C:N-R. in Ontario 
‘moved my mother and me back to Aiberta five 
‘ona farm. My parents had three more children 
bora to them. Donal rian on March 13, 1857, 
Enda Anne'on May 28, 960, ana Stephen Martin 
on February 2,196, 

Iwas atiending Rocky Elementary when my 
father died on February 1, 196, Mather decided 
toralse usin he ety and so she moved her young 
farally to Edmonton, where the family sil 
Fesldes. She bought a modern home inthe ely 
nd worked nard caring for her family and grow 
ing a'big garden. I Is not easy fo be a single 
parent and raise’ a young family, but Mother 
eserves a fot of credit for helpings To. get 
‘Where we are today. 

attended Meavinur Elementary School for 
three years, then went to Wellington J. High 
Schoo! alse Yor three years. It was there that T 
partlepateatn sports to any degree, [was taught 
by my parents and close relatives that 
Sportsmansaip. was Tar more important than 
‘Winning ot losing Although 1 was never pushed 
by those around me T was near or at the top of 
‘host athletic endeavors 

‘in 1915 1 graduated from Queen Ellzabeth 
Composite High School While altending schoo! I 
Aid not make it tothe provinelals in "Track and 
Field” as my father ag, cand won medals) but 
Teame ease, and received many ribbons for my 
efforts. 1 aso took on a parttime job in grade 
leven, working. at Canada Safeway. Later 1 
nade it my eareet. had many fields of educa 
tion open te me and probably could have had any 
‘one ofa dozen careers, but Iwas not practical at 
the lime and therefore I went another way in 
Me, 

‘On September 8, 1975, I married Susan Mary 
Keeler, and now reside in Eamonton, We have 
fo children, Beatrice Ann Keeler, by Susatt's 
Est marriage, who wil be 10 years old May 17, 
1s, We also have one of our ol, Richele Jane, 
born to us on December 28 of 16 

Tam now part of the department manage 
ment of Canada Safeway. Tamm very happy with 
‘my new family and Job, and enjoy bath respec: 
Lively: My one dream in le isto have a daisy 
farm and to have my family grow up and ex 
perience life the way my father wished his fam 
Fredo, 

Donald Brian Sande was born on March 13, 
toot in’ Rocky "Mountain House. He attended 

















Rocky Elementary, Mearthur Elementary, 
‘Wellington Jr- High Schoa, and Queen Ellzabeth 
Composite High School in'Edmonten. Don was 
promminant In sports both in school and tn the 
Community, He has recelved many ribbons, 
‘medals and trophies for both himself and his 
{eam efforts, Don also has a Hunter Training 
Conservation certificate from the community 
Don now has most of the trating from NuAA-T, 
Deeded fo be a motor mechanic. Hels employed 
[tone of Texaco's Serviee Stations in Edmonton 
‘and is engaged to be married Inthe near future 

‘Linda Anne Sande, the only daughter of Cit 
‘and Mildred, was bora on May 28, 1980. She 
Attended MeArihur Elementary, Wellington Jr 
High ‘School, and: Queen Fllsabeth Composite 
High Senool in Examonton, She was 8 Brownle 
fn Gulde with the sith Pack inthe Church of 
the Good Shepherd. She partilpated in school 
Bnd community sports. Ste also has her Hunter 
‘Training Conservation certfieate fram the com 
munity. She too is to be married tn the near 
fate, 

‘Stephen Martin, the youngest son of Ctford 
and iidred Sande was born February 2,195, 2 
Bekville, He attended MeArthur Elementary, 
And is now attending Wellington Je. High School 
He was active in Cubs and Scouts in the 12th 
Pack. Steve is also active in school and. cor 
‘mull sports. His favorite sport is soccer and he 
has been on several elty champlonship teams 
He nas taken over as the man of the house now 
that his sister and brothers have left fo start on 
their own, He has several small Jobs around the 
‘communliy one of which Is delivering the city 
“Journal” Although his future didnot look too 
ood at first Naving lst hls father when he was 
bnly five days ald, he is accepting fe and Its ex. 
Derlences very well and his amily Is very proud 
ot im, 





GEORGE SCHIEB AND FAMILY 

“The pioneer days had passed and the country 
was well setied when the George Schleb tammy 
Urvived af Leslieville in 1908, They bought and 
Settled on te farm of the late Arnos Novem, fur 
fad one-half miles north of town 

‘George, of German parents, was bora in 
Deliance, Oho, on October 7,188 Tater moving 
to North Dakota. In Mares, 1808, he came to 
‘iberta and fook a homesiead at Winniced 
Where he farmed for ten years and took part in 
any community activites, 

He was united in marriage to Evalena 
LaMarsh on October 17,1818, Bvalena, (a cousin 
of the well known Judy LaMarsh) came west 
from Wheatley, Ontario, wita er family to 1810, 
{osette on a homestead at Winnfred, Alberta 

‘The Sehiebs after ther marriage farmed for a 
‘while then spent sometime at Empress, alberta, 
‘After spending a fev years in te lumber. in 
@usiry Un British. Columbia and'Idato, they 
Settled in Leslevite. 


‘There were two children, Luellle and Garth, 
wing recelved thelr edueation in rural seboos. 
Tauelie married Nell Seat in 1898 and they 
sll farm inthe community. They rased a fami 
Iy of seven chlaven, four giris and three Doys, 
‘most of wom stil reside in the area Or eose by 
‘Garth took high sehoo! in Red Deer and later 
graduated from SAIT as am aeronautical 
Engineer. He spent Wwelve years with Canadalr 
{in Montreal where he married Louise. Doyle. 
‘They have two sons and now reside n Calgary. 
‘Soon after the Schlebs arrived in Leslieville 
the depression set in, but the aixed farm proved 
toe @ good place te ide tout —never a lack of 
ood, ‘supplemented by wild full, which was 
pleniifl i those days 
‘The felendly, helpful, spirit of the many 
‘wonderful neighbours helped each other trough 
The tying times, Evervone was always ready 
‘with a helpful hand’ and an encouraging word 
Where needed. 








In 1907, the family moved to @ rented farm 
owned by’'George Cammerford, one mile west 
find one and one-half miles north of Leslieville, 
fdeross the Toad from Campbell School. A few. 
Years later they bought a farm two and one-half, 
Iniles south of town, tram Charlie Frost where 
‘hey continued in maxed farming until elie 
Ment in 1982 to the village of Leslevile, In 
November, 1965, they moved to ‘the ‘Twilight 
Village tn Rea Deer where they resided comtor. 
tably and happily among many former friends 
land ots of new ones, 

‘George passed away recently — June 5,197, 
‘in his ninely-frst Year. Svalena resides tn Te 
‘Pines Lodge, Red Deer, and continues fo enjoy 
handiwork reading, sewing, and visting With her 


‘THE EDWARD LEWIS SIMS FAMILY — (by 
‘Mamie L- Green) 

The Sime family was one ofthe fist setters 
in the Beaver Flat dstrct. Mr. Edward Lewis 
Sims and his wile, Rosa May, with six children 


homesteaded im 1906. Claude Hilton was the 
aldest Sims child; then came Mabel Lorainne, 
Mildred Elizabeth, Emmanuel Baward, Muriel 
Verna and Mamie Letitia, the baby, three 
‘mons of 98 they moved back to Red Deer 
for the winter where Mary Alexandra was born 
fn December & Mr Fd Sims worked for the ety 
ff Red Deer that winter hauling coal up the Red 
Deer River and the thermometer érepped fo 10" 
below sere. hr. Sims had built a one-room log 
Howse and a barn in Mb and they moved backe 
fom Red Deer in the spring 108. He helped {0 
bulld the Beaver Flat log schoolhouse where he 
was one of fe frst trustees on the sehool board 
along with Dave Marshall and’Ted Frodeen who 
lived south of the school. Mr Sims hada team of 
bay horses named Dick and Jack and he broke 10 
fetes for himsei and several other setters who 
fad moved tn so they could prove up on thelr 
homesteads, He. broke land for Ell) Law, a 
bachelor, west of tim, Mr, Cornell, Bill Deering, 
Bob Macanachle, Wil Hambrook and Hansen 
‘who joined Ms. Sims on the north and many 
others. 

"They lost one child before birth in 1810 when 
Mr, Sims was away’ working. A grass fire swept 
Across from the west and Ms, Sime hited a eat 
fhrougn the fence to save rand she became very 
IL ‘Tae neighbor women, rs. Rlach and Mrs 
‘Witson, came in to help With the rest ofthe fam 
fy. There was no doctor at that time closer then 
Red Deer, 

Tn March, 1814, their ninth child, Ruth 
Isabelle, was born. They had lost a two-year old 
fie, Nelle, from scarlet fever in Troy, Idaho, 
ESia betore they moved to Alberta, 

“ihe first teacher in Beaver Flat was Miss 
Marti, sister of Angus Marin, The next one was 
‘Miss Goodmanson, then Mr. Oliver, then Mts. 
Mitchell ‘That yeat the C.N-R, railroad went (0 
Nordea, and Sir. Sims worked on the railroad 
South afte school, Then Bessie Meston who 18 
‘ow Ms, Pyank Patterson living in Rocky Moun. 
fats House, taught Beaver Flat three terms. She 
‘was leaching the year the war broke out in 
ngust 1814 These teachers taught 20t0 4 papi 
Grade to Grade § without any help. The inspec 
tor visited the school once a year, 

Claude Sims, a returned sdler, married An. 
tle Pilrainen from the Tiaml distiet and they 
had nine children 

‘Mabel Sims marsled Archibald Denbury from 
calgary and they had four ehllaren 

Mildred Sims married Mathew Ramage who 
was a Sergeant in he 187th Battalion In Red Deer 
lind they fad five children 

‘Manaie ‘Sims, a refured solder, married 
Mary Lotturt from Oras district an they had six 
chen, 

‘Muriel Sims married Ted Sullivan from 
Calgary and they had oaly one chil 

‘Mamie Sims married Alee Green, a returned 
prisoner ot war, and son of Mrs. Bert Hilbert and 
they had three children 
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‘Mary Sims married Baxter Will of Calgary 
and they had three children. 

Ruth Sims married Angus MacLean of Red 
Deer and they had two elidren 

The early settlers who came after Mr. Sims 
were! Bill Law, Bert Hlibert ~ a cowboy, Bob 
Maconochle, Wii Hambrook, Mr. and Mrs. Dave 
Marshall. and Mrs, Cornell, Jack Loven = 
cowboy, and’Mrs. Jack Lowen, MF. and Mrs 
Washbura, ‘The. Malcolm's the father and 
mother and their three sons: Dave, Donald and 
Econard, Three Prodeen Brothers, Joe Scott, 
Mr. and’Mrs, MeFaul, Billy Rodgers, rand 
Mrs. James Rodgers, Three Turton Brothers, 
‘The Delaneys, "Hansen, il Hambleton, ‘Be 
Kistler, The Rlachs, Stanley Wiison who was 
Beaver Flat school secrotary-treasurer for 
‘years: Thorkmans, Harvey MeCallum and his 
inher, bi MeCallum, Fred Kirkman, Ben and 
‘A Chinery, Alt Harvey, Ed Poet, and Frank 
lescher who Homestesded the Jolin Ofa place 
fand made all the desks for the Beaver 
hoa, 





‘THE PIONEERS 
‘With an eyo tothe future 
‘And faith in thett God 
{With horses and oxen 
‘They broke up the sod 
When fies and mosquitoes 
ester cattle and folks 
They built a smudge 
‘And ait smelled like smoke 
Ducks and geese from the ponds 
Fresh fish from the rivers 
Green herbs from the sod 
‘These meant health to the liver. 
‘The log cabins were sturdy 
With dct for the floor, 
‘Bat the ehilaren were healthy, 
‘What wished they for more, 
Of times in the evening 
When neighbors dropped in 
Before saying “Goodnight!” 
‘They sang parting hymns. 
Let us honor the pioneers 
Both husband and wite 
Our heritage tram them 
ha much fleher ite, 
‘Mabel L. Denbury 
Dedicated to my parents 
Lewis Edward & Rose May Sime, 
‘Hocky Mountain House, Alberta 


BE OUR GUEST 
Here's an invite to Alberta, 
Richest country of the Weel, 
Whatever you are Tooking for 

We really have the best 

Busling towns and roaring clties 
Quiet eamps, good eating places 
Where aeroplanes and helcopters 
Ride the upper alrand spaces, 











Come to the West 
We have the best 
Be our guest! 
Here the fishing Is the grandest 
1h our lakes and streams so clear, 
(Come sith car and tent and boat 
‘Bat don't forget your fishing gear! 
‘You can iy along our highways 
In your auto older new, 
From our toads as smooth as ribbons 
"You will get the grandest view. 
‘ome to the West 
Wernave the best 
Be our guest! 
Elevators, granares, bursting 
‘With the fot of rikest soll, 
‘And a thousand cattle grazing 
‘nthe country rich In ol. 
Come, cllmb out highest mountan, 
Deseend the deepest shat, 
You may even see a red deer 
With her new-born speckled calf 
‘Come to the West 
Werhave the best 
Be our guest! 
See the prehistoric monsters 
‘That once roamed our boundless plas, 
W's no fight of folish fancy 
For their skeletons sil remaln 
In the Badlands of Drumheller, 
Where these fossils may be found, 
‘The remains of these dFead creatures 
‘Near the Hoodoes, they sound, 
‘Come to the West, 
We nave the best 
Be our Guest! 
Mabel L. Denbury 
"808 





SKOVEN, E, ~ by Earl Skoven 

{, fati Skover, was bor In Billum, West 
sjtland, Denmark, T-eame to Hurley,” South 
‘Dakotain 1923, and to Canada in 1827. Tworked in 

saskatchewan, andi a lumber camp in Ontario, 

fand then in Southern Alberta for a year or (Wo. 
Finally 1 came to ihe north Lesllevile area In 
480, inthe fall My brother, Svend Skoven, and | 
bought the former Bem Austin homestead, the 
SWS41.5'WS. A few years ater Svena bought my 
Share of this land and 1 bought another quarter 
forth west, the former Billy Barton quarter NE 
TEISWS, inere d have continued tolive 

‘On Jy 12 I5Al Imartied Jenny Peover. We 
nave’ a family of three. daughters, and clght 
{randehildren, On ‘October 22 143 we were 
blessed with tin daughters, EVELYN, she Is 
married to Herman Bolze and Uves in Rocky 
Mountain "House. ‘Tteir children are David, 
‘Trevor and Shanon 

ESTHER, married Leonard Mulholland and 
lives west ot Mundare. Thetrenldren are Bobby, 
Carol, and Dianne. 

BARLENE married Alen Field and ves at 
st. Albert, with children Kevin and Monica 











Since retirement my wife and I moved to an 





‘apartment in Rocky Mountain House Tor one 
‘Winter, but we like the country living, so we 
purchased « modern mobile hore an are co. 
Tinuing to enjoy a quet ilfe out on the land T 
bought over 40 years ago 





SKOVEN, § 

‘vend (Slim) Skoven Keistenson was born in 
‘got in Blum, Denmark. He immigrated fo tae 
United States ith his brother Fart in 823. He 
‘came to Canada in 1928 and went fo work on a 
{farm in Mair, Saskatchewan. During his vearsin 
the States and Canada, he spent ume working In 
umber amps, of all Toad work, and several 
farm Jobs. 

‘Th 1990 Svend came to Leslieville and bought 
land nine miles north west of Leslieville, Tas 
the former Ben Austin quarter SW 3415, After 
buying the farm he went out fo work part me at 
Dalmead, where fe met bis future wife, 
Christina Waiters, Se was working in the area 
also, They were marvied about 1899 and moved 
back tothe fart. 

“The rest of thelr years were spent farming 
and logging, Two enllaren were bora, Marie and 
Waiter. The children went to" school at 
Washington Helghts. 

"in 180 Chistina passed away. Svend passed 
away July 13, 40%6 at the age of 2 years. MARIE. 
ett for Calgary in 1882 10 work at the 
Sanatorium. Later she married and maved to 
British Columbla, where her thee chldren were 
born In 1971 she returned to the Leslieville area 
{olive on the NE 3-415 WS one of the quarters 
formerly owned by et dad. WALTER worked 
for Standard Gravel for some years. Ip 1958 he 
met and married Aldonna Luyekfassll of the 
Bingley district and they started farming the 
home place and the NW 3. Walter and Aldonna 
have one daughter, Collen, born in 1975. 


SMITH, P. A. — by Ea Smith 

1 Simi, eldest son, is writing tis history of 
his parents; Mr and Mrs, P. A, Smith, and 
ranparenis, Mr. and Mrs.T. W. Shae, and Us 
te Mr. G, Shaw 

In igi my father, grandfather and uncle 
came from Barrie,’ Ontario, and took up 
homesteading and built house olive. Teme 
fut in 1932 with my mother, ite sister, Kit and 
fgrandmother. Twas four years oid, and the only 
{hing Premember was siting in the wagon while 
they loaded on s barrel churn in front of & Dy 
brick bulaing in Red Deer: this was the bullang 
‘where Dz. Long, the denis, Aad his oice, buts 
‘ovr torn down, However, We did not come from, 
Red Deer with oxen. Think the men drove the 
‘oxen and the women and children came with te 
mailman, this name Was Foster) who had a 
team of roan horses on a democrat, rremember 
our grandmothers hat being waooked of got 
Under some bushes. 





‘our granatather had a house built, but he had 
bull ton the wrang quarter so nehad to move It 
Togs, which had been hewed out to bull a barn 
‘vith, sere strung oat on whieh fo move the house 
{o the right quarter of land. A stump puller and 
fan ox were deed to move i 

PLA. Smith homestead, NE, 94045; T. W 
‘Shaw ‘homestead, SE, 984045; G. J. Shaw 
homestead, N.W. 940-45; Pred Bait, Sr 
homestead, S.W. 940-45, 

These nelghtours had homes near by; Vie 
Green on the south and Fred Botton the west of 
‘Snow's Kirkmen lived on the east of the Smith 
homestead, Carpenter lived on the north of G. 
Shaw's and Robert Eckford cornered the G. J 
Shaw quarter, 

Robert Eekford was the brother of the GE. 
‘7, Bekford, for whom Bekwtie was named. He 
hhomesteaded just north of Beeville and the Land 
Is how owned by Ernest S. Barluna 

There was no sehoal when we fist came tothe 
homestead, I was 10 years old and my sister Kit 
‘was six before we started school, We walked to: 
Sndonesalf ales through solld bush on a cow 
path, but school lasted for only tivo or three 
{months in the summer: I remember one teacher 
famed Ludvig. He was rel stern: he came from 
‘Germany. Tals was during the frst World War. 
‘One morning he had @ bag of cookles ana passed 
Them around to the exldren. When he came to 
Maureen Pepper, she. asked him if they were 
Poison, Because fe was from Germany and the 
Wear was stil on 

In i918 our brother Nell came along and in 
4918 our grandmother passed away. in 1800 the 
{amily moved trom the homestead ta farm they 
‘ought from Dave Taylor. "Tals farm was nearer 
{o town and also to the Blueberry School, The 
Romestead was about eight miles. from 
Lesilevile. There was no road ih those days. 

‘Many times we ‘ould not get home from 
setoal becatise of bush tres. Sometimes we 
‘Stayed with people that ved near the school 
One time there was a" hall. storm which 
‘came up.as we were gong home, We were just by 
Robert Eckford’s plac, so we stayed there until 
{was over, ir, Hektord now owned the team of 
horses that Foster, the mailman, had used te br 
Ing: the mall from Red Deer. There was no 
allroad at that me; ft was Just elag bull in 
19 

Tn 1922 our sister Rhoda arrived, In 1990 our 
seranafather passed away. 

‘Our mother Was secretary for Blueberry: 
Sohool for many Years. 1'had the Janitor job at 
A5¢'a month, but do not remember for how Tong 

Tn those days we threshed our own crops With 
4 threshing machine and tractor and.a crew of 
‘nen. The farmers Would help each other unt al 
the nelghbor's crops were threshed. 

"To Keep warm in winter we gathered a huge 
pile of trees then quite a few neighbours Would 
Felp eachother, sat up the wood, making a sav 
Ing crew of about six men, The Womenflk were 
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kept busy cooking, providing everyone with pen 
{of goad home-cooked food to eal. 

‘Tuere were ls of aver and some bears onthe 
homestead, Deer would stand on the path on the 
tray fo school and we had fo wall around them, 

‘One time Harold Arnold and 1 went to Wood, 
[Lake, found a boat, paddled out tothe miadle and 
Jmped in and had a swim, then continued on to 
fhe other side. We lett the boat and walked 
back. The ovner of the boat, Mr. Henry 
Lindiren, was waiting and made us bring it 

We also had a black dog named Sam. He 
would run afound and seare grouse into trees 
4nd then bark All we had to do eas pick them 
fut ofthe trees with a22 rifle, T tll have ths 
fun. The grouse were tin stuffed with dressing 
{ind roasted and tasted real good 

‘In 838 our sister Doris was born, She used to 
Jove riding a horse. One day, 181882, her horse 
Sturmbled and she was hurt'so badly that she 
passed away 

‘in 1999 our mother passed away and In 1956 
cour father passed ava. 

‘We, the Ea Smt farily, ive onthe west hat 
of 1904105. We own three quarters ana have 
lived and farmed for ft years. The land original 
Jy Was the homestead of Herb Card and Ander 
Son and Relly. Leslieville was named after Leslie 
Folly, the son of John Reliey 

Tremember seeing my rst threshing outit.1 
was wworeing oa the Kirkman homestead. The 
engine was a one cylinder upright Silckney and 
hand fed wooden separator. This was owned by 
Molander and Stridsberg of ekville. Later, T 
med a threshing ouft and dd threshing around 
the countey for- about 2) ears. Mr. George 
Johnston, our nelghbour, used to haul bundles for 
ls and then he would get his threshing. done, 
While we were threshiag on his farm, George 
Would always be driving around tn ls buggy, 
bringing ou! lunch, and what not. One day the 
boys took al the nuts out ot his gay wheels. He 
aid not know this, and even though he drove 
Sround all day the wheels did not come off T 
{Buess the joke was onus! Al thls time, threshing 
Was done by the hour. One ofthe men went to get 
2 drink ot water and George sald to me, “There 
oes some of my money." Another time someone 
put a dead cat under George's pillow in the bunk 
Rouse where the threshing crew slept. He slept 
ant for a week before he found It 

‘Tuere were lots of hard times inthe thirties 
for everyone especially when you were just star 
ting to farm on rented land, even though we grew 
moet of ou own food 

‘In the year 18881 Was married fo Mary Men 
‘les. Our first eh was Iris Lorraine. The Se 
fond child Ie Phyls Mary. Our girs went to 
School in Lestevile School, ince we ivedin the 
Lesilevile strict. The gis are both marred, 
to John and Bnslo Scurederus, and have given us 
Six grandehlldren 

‘forraine and” John Schroderus' 














children's 








names are Karen, Lorne, Julle and Lora. They 
live in Eekville, except for Karen, who lives in 
Red Deer where shes employed. 

‘Phyllis and Enslo Sckroderus’ children's 
names ate Kenneth and Audrey. They live inthe 
Lesileville atric. Kenneth now works in Red 
Deer 

aren, our oldest granddaughter, is married 
to Robin Toionen, They live in Red Deer 

Tne year 198, my sister Ka, was married to 
Loule Henderson, of Penhold, Tel wo children 
are Peggy and Betty, and now nave seven 
irandehildren, They ovm a garage and gravel 
fucks. Louis passed away 21 Years ago. 

"The girls went Io school af Pentold. Peggy 
married Lou Boudreau, and Betty married Ray 
‘mond Strickland 

‘Peggy and Lou Boudreau's children's names 
ave Anette, Michael and Cheryl. They reside in 
‘Trenton, Ontarte 

‘Betty and. Raymond Strickland’s children's 
names are Mark, Lorie, Stanton and Leanne, 
‘They live in the Benhold district. 

Th 1958 Nell was married to Lucille Schetb, 
both of Leslieville and resldeon the farm here 
fll the Smith children were ‘alsed. Their 
hildren are Sharon, Leslie, Linds, Victor, 
Peter, Rhoda and Pamela, The children went 19 
School at Blueberry, Leslieville. and Davia 
‘Thompson. Five of Nell and Lueile's children 
are married, and have glven Nell and Lucile 
nine grandchildren. 

‘Svarom and Marvin's children’s names are 
Dean and Heather. They have recently moved 10 
fn acreage north of Leslievile. 

{elie and Sandra Smith's children’s names 
are ‘Shauna, Kelvin and Kent. They live In 
‘Wetaskiin, 

‘inda and Don Mockfora's children's names 
are Sherry. and. Lovalle. They live in the 
iesuevile ats, 

‘Vietor and Bonnle Smith's children’s names 
are Todd and Lee. They vein theLesltevlie dls: 
ine 

Rhoda and Jim Swinston were married 
recently and ved in Red Deer. 

Tn the year 1042 Rhoda was married to Bill 
Ctatord of Penhold. Tey naw live in Penticton, 
Be. 








‘TESKEY, RAYMOND AND IDA — (By Téa 
‘Teskey) 

is. Mary Teskey and her sons, Raymond, 
Elmer and Lecnard came from Meadow Lake, 

skatchewan in 1812 to sete In Rocky Moun: 
sin House, Alberta, ‘They bought the property 
Where Walier Good had his greenhouse. fay 
‘mond and Leonard worked for some time for 
Sohn Gibson, Ten they took out props In the 
‘area north of Rocky Mountain House and sold 
them in town, They also worked fr thelr uncle, 
Fred Adrain, at the savrmll at Relnus. Later 
‘James’ Rodgers ‘of the Beaver Flat_dlstiet 
‘employed them: 








0 


1m 1845, Raymond bought the SW.26.39-6.05, 
and in 197 he bought the NW25-386:N3 from 
Harry and dim Gault, Raymond eat logs and 
awed Jumber, ten bull @ house on the NW-26 
S855. He sold the SW.26306.W5 fo Henry 
Stefox. In 199, her purchased the NE-2738.W5 
from James Rodgers. This quarter was 
homesieaded by Louis Karlson, 


‘On July 2,184, Raymond David Teskey was 


united in’ marriage to Florence ida Rodgers, 
{hem living on the farm, In 1958 they adopted wo 
ehllaren, a daughter, Joyce ida anda son, Brian 
David 





Raymond and Ida farmed a halt section of 
land and ida enjoyed working in her big garden 
tnd raising chickens and turkeys, while Tay 
mond enjoved his horses and his dog, Buster. 
Raymond enjoyed fishing and hunting! Téa so 
enjoved fishing 

That, Joyce Ida was united in marriage to 
Vernon Grosso. They have a son, Nicky, Brian 
works at the Agultaine Gas Plant located south 
West of Rocky Mountain House. 

in 1914, Raymond passed avay with heart 
attack at the age of fiy-nine, Ih April of that 
Same year Ida had a farm avetion sae and sold 
everything. The farm was sod to Kory Idland, 
Ta bought a house ia Rocky Mountain House 
‘where she resides, 


‘TURTON, HAROLD FAMILY 

Harold ‘Purton was born July 3, 1884 in 
Cariton, Voshire, England. At the age of 21 
years, salled for America aboard the ship 
Lucania, landing in New York on October Zt 
105, After two years al Jacksonvie he left of 
the sth of August, 19, for Nanaimo, B.C. ar 
‘ving on August &, He worked at the Western 
Fuel Co, Mine for $249 a day. Tn those days one 
‘could pirchase six pairs of slacks for S0¢, a hat 
{or 20¢ and a alr at boots for $230 

‘On January 25,198, he omestexded the NE 
640 585 











Beng titty miles to the nearest town they 
walked fo Red Deer and packed thelr groceries 
Dac, taking yp to two dav’. One could buy a sige 
fr bacon for 3.70 or two pounds of steak for Be 
Yn T813 he bought an ox from sim Hall by the 
name of Spot” for 85, Along With his brother 
George Turon who had the breaking plow, they 
‘were able to break 8 few acres for neighbours, 

{Eater he worked on the conereteplers of the 
present North Saskatchewan railway trestle — 
{ving the steamer. 





Tn the carly 1800's Harold marsied Winifred 
Lawrence who had two ehlldren, Frieda and 
Harry. They had a daughter born ob January 1, 
45 whom they named feathleen. Both mother 
and daughter Kathleen died about ane-and-one 
halt Years later with tuberculoals, 





He then raised Frieda (Mss, Henry Cour 
teight) now residing in Rocky Mountain House 
and Harry Lawrence now of Calgary 

‘In February of 180e, Florence Kathleen 
Milborrow and’ Harola ‘Turton were tnited 
marriage. Flovenee came. to Canada trom 
England at the age of five years with her 
parents’ mather, Mrs, Willam Hambleton 2nd 
‘Stepfather, Willam Hambleton. 

Harold’ and Florence had three daughters, 
luda born in 1999, Crs, Clayton Grosso); Trudy 
bom in 1849 (Mrs. Clifford Hal), both residing 
neat Rocky Mountain House and Kathleen (Mrs. 
Frank klein) of Calgary. 

“The girs attended school at Beaver Fl 
distance of two mlles away. The School teacher 
hen wae Miss Rose Erskine and later Mrs 
Roberta Lym. 

Florence was a member of the Beaver Flat 
WL and Harold a member of the "Knights of 
Columbus" Lodge in Leslivile, 

‘Being a very avid gardene® he took pride tn 
hls many flower gardens, frut trees and shrubs. 
Also worth mentioning, along the driveway at 
the farm and stil standing are the spruce tees 
andthe nortawest poplar shelter bell and many 
ther trees he planted well over 50 years ago. 

"mn April of 857 they had a farm sale, but 

















remained on the farm until November 1958. At 
{nis time they retired to Rocky Mountain House. 
‘They’ remained active In churen functions 
Harold was Honorary member of the Anglican 

Harold Turton passed away December 25, 
1973 at the age of $8 years 


ZANDER, CARL FAMILY (THE) 

Cart Zander came to Canada in 1912 and 
worked in southern Ontario fora number of 
Years before coming to western Canada. He first 
‘Worked as a hired ‘man for a grain farmer in 
Southern Saskatchewan and then travelled to Ed 
‘monton where he learned a trade as & barber 
During the Ist World: War, he worked in the 
C.B.Re yard in Red Deer, & few years later he 
came fo the Leslievile area, and bought 
(quarter of land ~ NW $2.9.5.V5, 

‘Ms. Zander married in 1929 and Carl and his 
wile, Anna, worked hard clesring land’ and 
evenutually ‘expanding. their farming by 
Purchasing bro more quarters of land — Se 8-46 

iW fromthe Hudson Bay Co, in 1938 and an 
ter = Se 4038 fn 198 fromm ME nite 

‘ir. and Mrs, Zander raised two sons — Max 
who now resides at Rulland, B.C. and Paul Who 
lives om the family farm. 

‘Max and Paul both got thelr schooling at 
Campbell School, hat taught tnrough Grade 8. 
‘When ax started senool, he ade now a word 
of English but Paul, belag four years younger, 
Searned from his broiter s0 found it easier. They 
Walle two miles to school each ay unlese the 
Weather was too severe, While atending School, 
They also got the chance to learn to swim In the 
reek nearby during thelr oon hours, and had 
‘any happy hours ot fun on the Bute ill near 
By. buriag the summer months, they also 
Aatiended Sunday “School in the school house 
‘whieh Rev. Bob Young conducted. 

“After hax and Paul fished school, they 
started logging, having lumber sawed and 
rected new buildings on the farm. All the 
butldings on the farm today, have been built 
from thett own Kimber ‘ith the exeeption of 
thelr Nome, 

‘Max, journeyman welder, left the farm in 
162 and moved fo Rocky Mountaln House, He 
‘marviea in 1910 and in 191, he and his wite, Ann, 
‘moved to Rutland, where they now reside 

‘Paul married the former Helen Stelfox of 
Rocky Mountain House in 1953 and they raised 
two children —~ Pat and Don, Both children 
Fecelved thelr education at ite Leslievilie 
Elementary and David Thompson iigh Schools, 
Pai married Don Dirsten of Lesievile in 2974. 
Don ‘moved to Red Deer In 1974 where he Is 
employed, 

Carl Zander passed away in 1961 after a 
lengthy iliness at the age of 73 years, Anna 
Zander passed away in 186) af tho age of 8 
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AMBURS, JAKE AND KATE 

“Jake and Kate Amburs with children Chioe, 
Walter, Lester, and Jimmy care from Kansas 
USA in it fo homestead the SE. 2-404. 03, 
‘They brought horses, ows, anda few household 
eifets anda wagon. As most pioneers id, they 
Tikely eame to Lacambe by ral and drove out fo 
the valley. They bull @ one-roomed log Rouse 
land barn, also a large root cellar in the hillside 
possibiy fearing the eyelones of Kansas, 

“Thelma was bora in 19. Mrs. AmDurs took 
lime to eu up yards of American cotton print 
and pleced quits by hand. They were hard work: 
‘ng people raising horses, cattle, pigs and 
chickens They also had a very good garden, 

‘Both were very good nelghbors, and ike all 
the pioneers were very happy, even though times 
were hard. 

Chloe, Walter, and Lester attended Medicine 
Valley’School when ft opened ta 193. 

Tn 1815 they sold the farm and Fented the SE. 
5641-3. WS for several years. Later they moved to 
Montana where they had a sheep ranch, Another 
boy, Jae, was bora there. He wes killed when in 
tralping ip the U.S. Army’ in Alaska about 1946 

‘Chloe married and lived in Montana 25-414 
Walter and Lester. Jimmy" never married 
‘Thelma married andlived In Washington. Lester 
died In 1896 and Mir. Amburs passed away In 
1958. Mrs, Amburs had died several years 
before, 


ANDERSON, JOHN 
Toh Anderson came trom Fargo, North 
Dakota in 1010, a weildressed mannerly young 
‘man who homesteaded SE 64145, Clearing 
the land with axe and grubhoe as others dd 

He was awell-known horse trader who alvays 
had fo have a few dollars to best on deal 

‘He farmed with horses and when they beeame 
tool to work, he would buteher them for meat, 
amused him to serve itwhen someone stopped 
in fora meal and tell them later that was horse 
meat, 

"Rog and Mina Mason and family moved there 
to take care of him. He signed the farm overt 
them, 

‘5 Christmas day, 1958, he was burned when 


Medicine Valley 


his small house burnt down, dying In hospital at 
‘ge 8 sears 

‘Reg sold to Jon Pickering who later sold to 
uerson Brothers 


ANDERSON BROTHERS 

‘Oscar Anderson. came out from Sweden in 
1908 fo homestead the NE. 541-4 WS, He put Up 
Some bulldings, started clearing land ahd’ got 
Some livestock, 

‘1913 hs brother, Andrew, came end tled on 
swe 

He and Osear always lived together and never 
married. ‘They were wonderful neighbors and 
{iked by all who knew ther, 

“Tuey ralsed good cattle. As the farm was very 
Isolated they were very unruly when strangers 
came. In'1829 they sold two seven Year old 
Hereford steers by geting them In a small cor 
ral. They were abe fo get them loaded ina truck 
Chaining each as they welghed 1800 pounds each 
Wwittva tremendous spread of horns. The Kootuk 
Stock yards were busy controling thera unt 
they. could be shipped, 

They also owned a jackass that could be 
heard across the valle. 


‘Andrew passed away in 1941, Soon after, 
sear made his home ‘with Gus and Emma 
‘Nygard until ne passed away in I He left Ris 








farm to Gus and Andrews to Lyle Engen, who 
had always been loyal fiends to ther. Jim Lave 
ton now owns Andrew's farm, 


BARDENHAGEN, CARSON AND ALMA — by 
‘Joan Maddox 

Carson came from Minnesota, USA, 10 
Lacombe about 190, He worked a various jobs 
In Alberta, Later taking his home with his 
parents at Glby. 

‘in I818 he married Alma Maddox of Gilby 
‘They worked near Calgary and later. Vernon 
Brliish Columblay where thelr only daughter 
Evelyn was born 

Tn 1921 they rented the SE 34-40-45. Carson 
worked on loeal road construction that summer. 
‘They had bought horses and a few cate, 

Th 822 they moved to Winfeld, alberta to a 
homestead which they sold In 1829, returning 10 
toy torent land until 1890 when they bough he 
Wie S48 from J. Simmons 

Evelyn rode four miles to the Medicine Valley 
‘school, having had very ite schooling before 

"they put up'a ect of buildings and improved 
the farm land 








{In 1953 they rented the land and bought a 
house in Rekvile. They sold the farm to Fred 
Pregoda in 1958. Carson spent a year in the 
Rimbey Three Way Home passing aay in 1963. 
‘Alma's health was falling, she spent some time 





in the hospital, later going tothe led Deer Nur 
fing Home, She passed away in December, 2971, 
They had three grandehildren 





BARNES, EDGIL, HERSHEL 
ave’ been toid {was two years old when I 
‘wont North, so don't remember anything about 
the trip. Iwas four vears old when we moved 0 
the Amburs place, about one haf mie from the 
School, We didn't stay there very long: we s00n 
moved back home. It seemed my folks say's 
Had to be on the move — I never knew why. 

T dont remember my first teacher because 
World: War T Was golng strong and teachers 
didn't stay tong. We had eatle thieves and cow 
boys. One teacher I have never forgotten was 
ME Frame. He ruled by. the stick! My last 
teacher was Miss Dobbs. That was In 1923 

‘Once T went out fo rope a cow and the rope 
stuck to he saddle horn. My Rorse fll with me. T 
‘don"t know How long was unconselous, but as 
tough at 12 years of age. I would ride anything, 
‘butt haven't roped anyrhing since that episode 
(On April 15, 1818, while at school we could hear & 
‘bad storm coming. My brother and f had four 
Illes fo wale fo get home from school. We made 
‘home allright but we got very cldon the four. 
Inlle trip, We stayed onthe northside ofa fence 
50 we wouldn't get lst. 

Wermade one more move —to the Kates place 
forthe winler: This was a bad winter with lots of 
‘ow and Ice. T attended schol for a short lime 
{hat year before we moved back home again. We 
had lots of fun skating and going places. 1 can 
Sillsee the tinbarn and granary and the grove ot 
trees in front of the house, Lremember pumping 
‘water by hand. We had a big water tank to keep 
Fall. We always had plenty to-do. My mother 
taught me to milk cows when Iwas seven Years 
oi. remember the Ou, as fel witht Tknew 
itThad'a eup of eream {would get well but no 
‘one had cow rllking then. 801 dlda't get any 
ream, but I'm sill here! 

would surely like to go back and see the old 
place, but know It would be diferent now? We 
‘sed fo drive old Queen to Eekwile with George 
fonce a week to take butter and cream to sel 
‘That was a distance of 12 miles. The roads 
weren't very good — usually elther dusty or 
Tudds. I remember when my tather moved the 
House away from the bara, Tt ook four horses to 
pull iT attended school at Medicine Valley 
Shoal and Tremember the names of the Boys 
and glils we went fo school wit throughout the 
Years. Gilby was the pest office and store. We 
ised to ave alot of fun thereat dances and pai 
ties. We eventualy moved away fom that aves 
because my mother wanted to come back to 
‘regon, and Iam sil living in Oregon. 

‘remember gesting lee from Woed Lake, so 
‘we could have Ice to use all summer. Taat was @ 
‘oid Job! It was trazen about three feet deep, and 
had 0 be sawed by hand. We used to trap 
‘uskrats and Weasels at Wood Lake, also. Usual 
Iywealdn’tmake much money trapping because 
{was so cold, and often the snow tas to deep. 

Twas marred in 1896. MY wife, Ruth, and i 
have two givis and one boy ~ Pat, il ana Myr. 




















le. They are gone from nome now, and just the 
fo of us are here. "We have. three grand: 
Gathers and two grandsons, We have now been 
married for over 40 years. My wile is from 
Wyoming, U.S.A. 1 hed been working in Oregon 
Dut Tett there and went fo work n'a mine in 
Wyoming, in 1905, After Twas married T came 
back to Oregon and went fo work Falling timber. T 
stayed with tat Job unt after Worla War I.and 
then I shipped out to Guam for one year. After 
that I eame back to Wyoming te work on con. 
struction work, bulldng bridges, dams, schools, 
Fads and paper mill, doing carpenters work 
4nd form-seting. My wife ralsed the chien a 
{vas gone most of the time on a fob. Alt id 
was work hard, bul Tnever got rich, However, 
Tin happy the way things are now. 

‘One year we madea trp te Tesas, We stopped 
at Hereford and {worked on a sehooi anda gain 
elevator. ‘Then we came back to Wyoming. [ 
{tied farming for one year in Wyoming while T 
worked on adam and power house, but soon gave 
thal up and went back to Salem, Oregon, Here I 
worked at harvesting prunes and worring in the 
Woods again. Tnever seem to stay on a job very 
Tong, as like a change 

Now T have retired and am living in Saint 
Helens, Oregon, until Tean move to a better 
place. ‘there's lots of good fishing here, but 100, 
Bot go fishing. [like to hun, But mm notable to 
‘hoot «gun any more beeaise of doctor's orders, 
‘We are Just living and enjoying our retirement, 








BARNES, JOHN AND WIFE, PAMELA — by 
Mabel Barnes Simmons 

“John Wiliam Barnes was born in Erie, Kan 
sas, US.A. on October 8, 1810. He crossed the 
plains with his parents by ox cart in 1876 and the 
Family settied in Union County, Oregon. Motner 
‘was born oa June 26, near Joplin, Missourl and 
rossed the plains by covered wagon train In 
{88K Her folks setted at Eugene, Oregon, 

My folks were marsied on July 3, 1595, Daa 
took a timber claim near Mohawk, Oregen. They 
had two ehildren while ving there, and nad lest 
asnall ehlla. Clarence, our older brother, was 
‘orm while they were visting father's folks at 
Mohawk. 

‘During the time th flks lived on the timber 
claims the Cleveland panie was on.‘There Was 80 
‘work, money, or food, and ine setlers and thelr 
Tamils neatly starved. ‘Their only food was 
‘what they could False in thelr gardens and the 
Svlld game that they were abe t gt. n 809 dad 
Gecided to goto eastern Oregon, near Prinvile 
{and homestead, He sold bis ights tothe Umber 








claim, bought a team and wagon, loaded 
everything they owned on i, tailed a cow, hada 
pig in a crate, and started across the Cseade 
Mountains 

‘Dad filed on his homestead, but @ 12 by 1. 
foot shack, and moved te family In. He then 
Went back to work Mother was small, young 
Mother, afrala of everything, so life waa Tough 
for er, Her fois lived up the valley about ive 
miles away. 

Twas born on the homestead — the fitth child 
‘bor to ma parents arith period ot six end 
half years, The country was ot and dry; the best 
rope valsed wore sand toads and children. The 
flaweife who helped at my birth charged the 
‘elk a 50 pound sack of four 

‘We spent our schoo! days in Eugene, Oregon 
In 13 the folks decided to immigrate to Cane 
where there was free range. Tae ploneer blood 
Was flowing in dad ~ he just had to go deeper 
Into the new land. On July 4we had spent outlast 
Celebration nthe Staies fr along time, "The next 
flay our wagon was toadea and we Were On our 
Way across the: mountains again, to eastern 
‘Oregon, to stay with mother’s mother while dad 
‘went into Canada to locate a new place 

(On July 27, 183 our dad took afew belongings 
and started walking across country to Madras, 
Gregan, where he would eateh a traln which 
would fake him to the north land, across the 
border, ino Canada. He arrived at Lacombe, in 
afew days. There he met an old fellow named 
Bull Long, who was tired of the loneliness and 
‘wanted out. Dad had found the thing he was ook 
Ing fort He nad never seen Mr. Long's place, but 
{ell in ove withthe country around Lacombe. 80 
they’ traded places, without dad even seeing the 
and or balldings 

‘Dad sent for us to come, Mother and sx af ws 
children arzived in Lacombe on September ZI 
Nelle was married by this time, 20 the stayed 
behing, at Eugene. Tie next day we, slong with 
lverything we owned, were again loaded onto & 
Wagon and at day-reale we started forthe farm 
Por us, It was a tetp Into the unknown! We 
traveled around big lakes, over corduroy roads, 
fand reached the farm in time to look It over 
Before night set in. We thought it was beautifull 
‘The bullings were good (the house was joined 0 
the barn on the north, the fences were food, and 
‘We had one of the best wells in the country, 

We older enlidren went to school on tie next 
ay’ alter we arrived atthe farm, on Fvidays ia 
Order to find out the supplies we needed. In those 
Gays your parents furashed all your supplies 
We had a'man teacher who dion lke the 
neighbors across the border, so we got off 10 8 
bad start, However, he wasa't hired to teach 
there the next Year 

Patter had io go io work the next day, leaving 
mother and we six children, ranging from (9 
‘years to 1d years In age, alone ina strange Lana. 
‘There was no lock on the door ~ oaly'a wooden, 
Dutton. We were all siting around by Tamp light 




















When something drew our attention. ‘There, 
gains the window, was a man's face, Mother 
Dew out the ight, hurried to put a chair under 
the door knob, and to this day we have no idea 
Who it was, Needless to say, we did't sleep any 
{hat might! Dad worked unit winter set in. When 
he came home he brought @ supply” of Hour 
toffee sugar and lard, and lot of other small 
farlleles of food. Beleve me, It Was a good thing 
fe did, forthe winter was long and.cold. As for 
meat, there was rabbits, praieie chickens and 
partridge. You could fish through the lee. We 
Trapped the birds in order f0 save the ammiunt 
tion 

‘Gur neighbors were a mile each w 
Engen on the west and Simmons" onthe south, 
Bardenhagens were southeast, Jewels to the 
fast, and Sestraps fo the northeast. The Eagens 
fad three children, to boys and one gl, who 
‘Were near cur ages, Mrs. Engen had another 
‘child in the spring, but something went wrong. 
land she passed away, leaving ner family and het 
fee baby” gil, My mother felt very bad about 
this, and tried to help all she could. Our two 
{amites were always very close 











‘We grew, as all young people do. We walked 
three miles to school and tm the waters our 
Iunehes often froze, and we along with them 
However, the county was beaUtlfl, There were 
ances, sehool programs, box socials, and each 
‘year on the 24th of May, ekvile always had a 
“celebration whieh we never missed. We made 
‘our own fn, and sometimes fook such chances, 
that we wondered sometimes, how we made I 
AAs the saying goes, It was "survival of the 
‘test, yet we all stayed well 

"Then came World War 1 We all worked a Ut 
tle harder while the men folks went off to ar. 
Bessie, Clarence and I all worked out, when 
there was no school. 1 worked east of Lacombe 
{or eight dollars a month. 1 got up at five am. 
fand went to bed al 10 pm. 1 stayed there 10 
‘months, It had Been agreed that Twas to go f0 





school, too, but the lay of the house managed it 
SoD never went for even one day. 1 was only 50 
files from home, but It took four days to get 
there. 

‘Mother and dad lived on the old home place 
sunt 2995, Mother wanted fo goback tothe States 
{ove near her mother. So the folks had asale and 
‘moved back 1 Salem, Oregon. Dad passed away 
fon August 3, 1949 and moter in July, 1902 

‘There are many, many things (0 tell about 
Some were ate rough, but most were good, Ti 
‘write a short story about the Young people of the 
Bares family 


‘THE CHILDREN OF JOHN AND PAMELA 
BARNES — by Mabel Barnes Simmons 
Bessie Barnes was years old when her folks 
moved to Canada from Oregon, USA. She 
Worked hard on the ranch, and also worked out & 
Tot. She never really lied the valley, yet she 
‘poke indy about her ear years later in ite 
{ni8i8 she married Jonany Adamson, who Was 8 
Fancher near Rimbey. They later lived In 
FRimbey. John nad three children ~~ daughter 
dnd two sons — who are all lovely people and 
Seem just like our own, Bessle and Johnny’ later 
had a daughter, who Was a blessing fo all of us 
‘After some years they moved fo Salem, Oregon, 
{inorder to be near Grave. Bessie spent her last 
ays there, passing away’ in the early 970s. 
‘Clarence left the farm In Canada to make his 
‘way in the world He spent some time fourneying 
‘ground, later working In the forests tn ldaho, 
USA. He also supervised crews of Clviliah 
Conservation Corps boys. This was a project set 
up by the US, Government to provide Work for 
Young men during the depression years 
Clarence met and married a giel from Tdahe. 
‘They havea son anda daughter and {our 
randchildren, Clarence lives at Lebanon, 





Oregon, where he is retired. His health isnot too 
food, bat he Ie Rapp” 

‘AS for mysell, Mabel, 've been back and 
forih, so haven't gst contact with Canada. Thave 
{Wo sons and one daughter James has three sons 
and one daughter: ills single: Janice ves in 
‘Oregon and has two sons and a daughter, There 
{Store of my history in Simmons" sor 

‘Johnny’ was a hard worker, 2 happy--Iucky 
sort ofa guy. Although he worked hard it seemed 
fas though life wasn't good fo nim. However, he 
fad two lovely sons and tney have a nice family 
ohany passed away with a heart allment in 
September, 1855. He was young, bu this ste. Tt 
Seemed fo me as though T had lost my Dest 
friend ‘ 

‘Cecil married a glel from Salem, Oregon 
‘They’ had'two sons and one daughter, Cees 
‘Work took hm avvay from home s0 much, and 
Things went wrong tn the ie farally. He moved 
to California and started lite anew. He married 
‘again and worked for some time asa heavy-duty 
‘machinist, One of hs sons is malting a career in 
the navy. He also has grandehildren- He ana hs 
‘Wite are now retired 

‘Edgil lives at St. Helens. He has two 
aaughters and one son, and several 
{grandchildren His story appears in a separate 

NNellle was never so well known at Gliby. She 
never made outside trends, like we younger 
fnes did, She married and Rad seven children 
She passed away in 1873 and her husband dled 
Just three montis late. 

‘Needless to say, the years we spent in Canada 
were dear to all of Us, and Will never be 
forgotten 


‘THE BEDNARD FAMILY — As related by 
‘Eugene Bednard 

‘Bad and Mother, Prokop and Helen Bedard, 
thelr sons, Walter and myselt, landed in Halifax 
fon January 1, 19%, from Poland. Knowing the 
‘meagre ving we were able to eke out on our few 
Sderes bck home, Mother's sister, by now ving 
Inthe United States, provided the money for out 
passage and had mage arrangements fo have & 
Siskatenewan farmer sponsor us. At Halifax an 
Immigration officer directed us tothe train, and 
wwe were on ou way to Kamsack, 

‘Our rst Canadian dwelling Was a one-room 
shack which was provided by the sponsoring 
farmer, a Doukhobar. Dad and Mother worked 
there a ite over a year. The wages were $25 3 
month, and we were on our own for all the ex: 
onses. 

‘We came to the Eckville area due to 
arrangemeats having been made by means of 
Fetters, tat we live with the Yacooshins, my ua 
cle and hs family. Inthe spring of 127, Mother's 
sister, Eva, and her husband, Peter Yacooshin, 
fcquled thelr tarm east of Eekvile, As Peter 
‘war a factory worker In the Ford Motor Com: 
Dany inthe United States, he knew nothing about 





‘arming. He was atrald that he couldn't manage 
the farm himsett, so he hada crop-sharing 
agreement for dad's help 

‘in 1927 dad filed on a homestead NE 27-404 
Ws. The same year he also bought the Hudson 
Bay quarter NW 26404:W5, across the road, and 
broke a few acres on It He pala $25 down and 
ten made yearly payments on it. ‘The only 
Teason he homesteaded the first-quarter, as It 
‘was practically under water and useless, was 
{hat he wanted to bulla house that he knew he 
‘Would not Tose. If he tere unable fo pay for the 
Hudson Bay quarter, ne could go out and work 
4nd he'd stil have a home to come back to, 

"in their spare time, during the summer that 
smother and dad lived at Yacooshins hey went to 
{he homestead to build @ one-reomed cabin of 
logs whieh they eut themelves, The barn was’ 
dugout in the hillside, and was supposedly lived 
{aby an American convict some years previous 
‘Wher hs peture came out nthe papers showing 
that he was wanted by the US. authorities, he 
Aisappeared. 

Tm November, 1927, we tially moved to our 
homestead, in deep snow and forty below zero 
Weather. Gur transportation was a sleigh and 
ack pled hgh with straw, and pulled by a horse 
land @ naif — one horse was crippled — with a 
aw ied on behing, When we arrived we weren't 
Sllowed off te load just yet It was pte dark 
And we had to wait while motter went in and it 
the fre and dad put the horses and cow in the 
Dara. When the house was warm we were finally 
Allowed inside, As we sat around the altfight 
heater somebody commented that “I's nlce to 
‘erin your own house." 

We spent this wiater of the Romestead. In the 
spring. dad rented the quarter norih of ws from 
°c Nedderly,an Amertean, and we moved onto 
this plece of land. This quarier Is now owned by 
Roger Sherba, my’ nephew. This property had 
more sultabie accommodations and. ovt- 
Bulldings, and was our home for the next five 
years. 

“nthe meantime we acqulred a few more 
farm animals, and during thewinter dad cut Tous 
‘nd took them to Lawton's mill Out of tise got 
fnough lumber to build barn on the homesteed 
fn tsss and fo add two bedrooms to the house, 
Eater that year we moved back to the 
Homestead. During the 1990's dad bought the 
‘Pedersen quarter, NE126-4W5, and the Aled 
‘Norem quarter 

‘a the first years they were in Alberta, the 
{orks were school janitors, and were pald $250 3 
‘month, From about the third grade on, Walter 
land dusted the desks, swept the floors, hated 
‘the ood into the school entrance on week ends, 
and it the fires every morning 40 warm the 
School forthe arriving enllaren. Dad and Mother 
Saved the money for us, and at the end of the 
Sthool Year bought Walter and 1a bleyele for $35, 

‘We went to school at Medicine Valiey. ‘My 
first teacher was Sophie Tipman, and, by colt 























‘idence, my last teacher was Aéo Tipman, her 
brother 

"The first vehlele that we owned was a 1995 
International hat fon that we bought in 1996, The 
first tractor was @ new Model 39 Massey that we 
sot in 1037 

‘During the summers, six or eight families 
would get together every Sunday at pre 
Brranged homes. The Kids played, the Parents 
“sited, and when the weather permitted; we nad 
4 plenie. Yearly school pleles and Christmas 
oncerts were a must for everyane. Walter and 
‘went to dances at tae GUby and the Estonian 
Halls, We walked once, but ether times we used 
the family convevance 

‘Waller married Hedvig Cech in 1912. They 
spent a year on the farm, part of that time in & 
ite house onthe Norern place. From there they 
moved fo Rimbey where they lived for three 
‘ears. They then moved to Suramerland, B.C. 
Where they sill reside. They have four 
Gaughters, all married, Mary Ann lives tn 
Sommerland, Joyce in Winnipeg, Patsy in Red 
Deer, and Susan In Edmonton 


1m 1942 I married Helen Dejnaka of Condo, 
Saskatehewan. Shehad come from Poland at he 
get four years with ner mother, Zina. Her dad, 
Lawrence, had come to Caneda two years 
catler 

‘Thid met Helen when my parents decided to 
go to Seskatehewan for a trip. A couple dozen 
Itters anda few trips ater, we had a Uhralnian 











wedding at Condo. We stayed an the arm for two 
Years with mother and dag, at which time they 
Eid i i fous and moved to Summerland, B.C 

Dad passed away in 197 and mother i 1964, 
They ae both buried in the Gilby cemetery 

Helen and Ihave two bays, Gene and Dwayne, 
‘They both started school ih Medline Valley and 
then, when bussing eame, went to Eckville. They 
completed thelr high school at the Red Deer 
Composite 
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Gene and Barb (Siem) and thelr two Hite 
girls, Tracl_and. Karl, are living in ‘Grande 
Braise, where Gene ts with the Farm Creat Cor 
porallon. Dwayne is a mechanle with Red Deer 
Motore, He and Susan «Shaw? have’ one 308, 
Revi 

‘We bullt a new house on the farm in 1961 and 
continued farming there until we moved to Red 
Deer Our home here is made of the original 
Piper's brick, and is one of the few landmarks 
left 

Por a few years we both worked at Deerhome 
(now Mlchener Centre), and for a couple of 
‘years, after the boys were married, they Took up 
farming. Now I'm doing the farming: grain only, 
fand commuting from Red Deer. As of 1977, The 
farm has been inthe family for 8 years. 


‘THE DOBBS FAMILY — by Harriet Dobe 
Stears 

‘My father, Frank Dobbs, came to Lacombe in 
490) aad ‘led ona homestead 13 miles from 
Lacombe (SE i#42.27-Wa) In 1901 Dad, Mother, 
George, seven years, and 1, two and one-half 
years, ieft Boyd, lowa and reached Lacombe 
Apu i Leste was born Maren 5,102, George 
ester and attended school ai lowalta Gwe 
walked three miles). 1 passed Grade 8 s0 we 
‘moved to Lacombe for high sehoo! i 1814-18-18. T 
Attended Camrose (Normal in 1916 and taught 
‘Meadoworooke, Etkhorn, Morningside end Sur 

















ny Crest having five vears experience before I 
came to Mediine Valley 

“in July 1821, Dad bought Ephrlam Withers 
‘homestead In Medicine Valley and on July 4 we 
moved from Lacombe witt four teams and 
‘wagons. There was no gravel on the roads, Tt had 
Fained and was raining, Cecil Petry, Pat 
‘Withers, Seth Wells and Dad drove the teams, 
‘The horses were tired so we staved overnight 
Bentley. We managea to get Seth's wagon With 
Me piano into a garage, The rest of our 
possessions were soaked for it rained all night. 
‘We hired an extra team, aiviged the loads and 
struggled through Sunset and Medicine His, We 
Feached. the new home about 4:30 July’ 5S 
(Mother's birthday), 

“There was a big six room L. shaped house and 
large barn bull of lumber made from logs that 
rev onthe quarter, also other bulldings. The ol 
Fuse was the Medicine Valley post office, There 
Were two small gardens with padlshes, lettuce 
4nd potatoes in blossom. Next morning, July 
the potatoes were frezen almost to The ground 
Dut they recovered. 

Everyone was very busy. The cream cheques 
wore the steady sourde af income so each fay 
‘allked from sis fo 12 cows by hand, usually ost 
Side in a corral. The skim mie was fed t0 pigs 
land calves, We took urns hauling the creat 0 
Eckville creamery 

‘Lester and T ent to the Leafland plente with 
Cartes, Pat, Jennle, Laura, (age three), and 
‘Mprile, (one and one-hal, Withers, Va lumber 
Wagon, on spring seat and two boards, The road 
fended about ane and one-halt miles west, The 
Imlle past the Reirson farm had been corduroved 
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that summer. The logs were covered with 
willows and a thin Layer of drt, We went slows. 
land crossed safely. Then We clmbed a very. 
Steep hil passed the Prouse house (elonging to 
Lawions) land. soon reached. Leafland School 
(Ghout 18 ‘by 28. They had bull bowery 
covered with leafy’ branches. Mrs, Stears 
brought her organ and Ludwig Huseby’ and Bob 
Larson played violins Pat put Laurs and Myrtle 
fobed n the wagon, Carson Bardenkagen la he 
Same for Fvelvn, The dance began about 8:1, 
‘About 12 began to rain, We left the bowery and 
fed for the sehool Pat and Carson brought the 
Sleepy ehlldren in blankets and iad them oa 
‘desks against the wall The dance tasted tl 
‘aylight for no.one cared to try hill nd cor 
‘auroy inthe dark. Perhaps one memory lasted 
longer than te rest — a man ina light grey sul 
He was young but he aia not dance. ie stood 
among his bachelor frend, Bil Tilley and John 
Icon He looked lonely. He was Harry Stears, the 














‘an I married 23 years later. Tae Withers men 
‘ere good horsemen and we reached home safe 
"the her social event the opening of the 









by Hall, July, 1021 There was lange crowd, 
‘Many happy social events ‘were held there 
Harry was there, too. 

‘Nineteen twenty-two, three and four I taught 
Medicine Valley Schoo, 1985 Grimshaw, 1038 
Onion Lake Sask (schoo! in Alberta), 1927 Welt 
ville, 1928 Onion Lake, 19081890 til June 13 





Gilet, 193.1957 depression — nome. One year! 
Spplied for Gi schools and dda’t get one. in 8m 
4888 T taught Washington Heights and 1898-199 
Gimiet 

in 1095 Lester married Ruth Dyrland. He 
bought the quarter across the road, Dullt and 
moved there in 1897, Later he bought a quarter 
om Frank Clevenger. west of the home place, 

‘Mother got pneumonia In 1897 and wasted 
away” I saved with her six Years til she died, 
December 2, 1943 

‘Nineteen forty-four was a busy year. I had 30 
cows, 45 hogs, chickens, two Well loved saddle 
Horses and a dog to take care of. Thad never 
cooked, baked or stayed alone. Thad about three 
fours cach afternoon and spent them trying to 
Bake cakes, ples and cookies: Thad mail, crear, 
eggs and butter but sugar, syrup, lam, tea 
‘coffee and butter were rationed amd’ one person 
fad very few coupons each month aaw arecipe 
fo make angel food cake using hall sugar and 
hall syrup. [beat te mlxture and baked I The 
fven had no thermometer. When the hour was 
heary up T took a peep. It had risen beautifully 
Dut when Took cout of the oven ft resembled an 
overgrown doughnut. I tasted I. twas bitter 
from cream of tartar offered a taste to Bowser. 
He sa, “Thanks, but Twon't have any elther"E 
put i inthe pig trough. They rooted It around fwo 
Says. It elsappeared and the pigs weren't sick so 
Think it endea trampled In the mire. 

"That fall teachers sere scarce so Gimlet 
‘Schoo! District offered me the position and sent 
Nelle Thyssen to do my chores, 1 thought of 
Harry Stears. He came to Canada in 1922 vith his 
parents, sister, Ora, albert and. Bdna trom 
Famesvite, Towa, They rented @ farm'a mile 
West of Leedaie for a Year then bought a farm 
hear Leafland school. His father sas sic 0 
Harry became the wage earner at 15 years of 











ate, 

He served in World War I and was inthe front 
tine trenches three months and six months Ip 
Germany with the oceupational foes, When he 
fot home his old routine began. (1) Preparing 
Sind seeding 50 acres with horse drawn. im: 
plements. (2) Working off the road tax, Each 
farmer was permitted to work fo pay his road 
‘ax. He could work single handed or with a team 
bormore horses He could work longer and pay of 
his sched tax, too. There were no power saws 
‘The men cut frees with axes, Swede and cross 
cut saves to corduroy swamps and mud holes. (3) 
CGateng the year's supply’ of firewood, hauling It 
‘home and exchanging labor with te neighbors {0 
fet help tosaw it with abuzz saw. (4) Having.) 
Harvesting and stacking hay and bundles fo th 
five mii eows and horses. (6) Joining the 





fe Wagon Brigade". Seven or elght farmers 
{ook thelr teams and bundle racks and drove 
South of Calgary to go threshing tl Christmas. 
‘They slept under wagons. Bill Chadbourne, Jack 
‘Mullarkey, Bil Gardner, Leonara Slater, Ralph 
Easter were some that went (7) When he got 





home he went to the lumber camps and sawed 
Tumber or was the enginces the. rest of the 
Winter. He worked for Lavions, MeTighes, Var 
{ys Atlas and Brierleys, He was as unsetle@ a8 T 
ha been, I thought if we folned forees we could 
makes permanent home. His brother, Alber 
Was killed ina savall accident while Harey was 
dverseas, Ora died young. Cit, His. mother 
Feceived ter pension. She was 76 and couldn't 
$ay'alone so Harry moved a small house fo Ea 
he's yard for her 

Tivrote the first letter. It brought results, He 
came to fall i over and the next Saturdas’ we 
Went fo Red Deer, November 4, 1844 and were 
farried, 1 taught Glnlet that winter, with 
Nellie's help and he saved lumber. Next wiater 
he sawed lumber then he came home (0 Sa 

In 647 his mother dled 

{mh 1047 we traded farms with Lester and had 
nearly 300 seres fo farm. ‘That meant power 
Tachinery and @ hired man part ofthe year, His 
nephew, Harry Cummings, always came to help 














We got halled 100 per cent twice so taught 
1948 1950, 1954 1955, 196 and 1957. By that me 
Consolidation la away with the oneroomed 
Schools and "Pussy was let without a corner."T 
fad served 1344 years of the 20 year pension 
form, I was determined to teach the Iss Ball 
Year IFT had tosit on the North Poe todo, I got 
in Edmonton Journal and appiled for schools for 
the’ last time, Fort Vermbilon accepted. ray 
application, Lwas amazed when I received my 
itt cheque, Tne isolation bonus made it almost 
double the” amount I used to receive. "The 
‘amount of the pension Was based on the five 
highest paid years. Harry could manage at home 
‘with hep ftom young Harry and Roy Anderson 
Sp stayed five years. I started my sixth Year 
Hany. wrote “Tm sick. [can't winter alone. 
Come home.” took the letter to Mir. Ted Ges, 
the Inspector. He said, "Go home for two weeks 
ana see how conditions ae at home. On the way, 
Stop at Edmonton. 1 think your pesion term 1s, 
Served. Get Biss Catherine Berry to check Your 
Iength of service and put your name on the pen 
‘sion lst” In Tess than hall an hour all the days 














‘had taught (28 years in 11 schools) were totaled 
4nd my name put onthe ist. 

‘Harry. met’ me at Lacombe. He said his 
strength was gone. We sold haf ofthe cattle and 
‘ented two quarters to Don Dyrland. We ved on 
the home quarter and Kept 30 head of cattle and 
Miree horses for six years, Harry's health failed 
s0we sold the catle, most ofthe machinery and 
‘ented the Rome place to Don except the house 
‘and garden and retired. 

In 1910 young Harry died In Rocky Mountain 
House Hospital after three monins of cancer and 
In ett brother George died in Bentley Hospital 
afier three painful, hopeless months. Cancer 

Harry Stears died in Red Deer Hospital 
February 8, 1972 after six months of steady pal 

‘Our marriage lasted 27 years. There were a 
few happy days. The frst was in 1990. The two 
Harrys drove a new red International fuck 10 
Sylvan Lake to get Heense plates, 

“Tne second, when Harry drove the new Super 
Ws tractor hame- He loved machinery and Was 
‘ery proud of his two red “pets 

"Tne third was rural electrification in 191, 1 
dign't believe it was possible even after the 
Dullangs were wired fried the Rouse lights and 
Jett the ouside one for Harry to initiate. The next 
‘was "FV, the new drilled well and’ pressure 
stem dnd later another truck. 

‘We enjoyed the Calgary Stampede, fatrs and 
the best movies. We tent to Invermere four 
times and in 1057 the two Harrys and Cora drove 
the red truck to Ft. Vermallion the last of Tune 
Dring me home via Athabaska 

Think that covers my history. stil ve in 
the house we eae fo uly 5, 192 belong tothe 
Evuville Friendship Club, enjoy cara games, 
Dingo and Senlor Citizen trips. My hobbles are 
‘must books, kiting, embroldery and garden 
Ing, There is also Shadow. T think someone uz 
{oaded a small border colle pup at my gate 
about elgit months ago. ‘There haven" been 
‘any dull momeats sine, 

Thave enjoyed. good health except for two 
sessions of pneumonia in Eckeville Hospital In 
19d and 1978 Towe a debt of gratitude to Drs, 
David'and Alan Ward, the nurses and hospltal 

{or thelr care and kindest. 
farry ‘has two nephews, Leonard and 
Clarence Salmon, one nlece Marion Sterling. T 
have four nleces: Mrs. Dick German (Betty), 
Mrs. AI Chiswell (Doris), Mes, Harold (Leanne) 
Herber and Miss Clara babbs R.N. 


RUTH DYRLAND DOBBS — by Ruth Dobbs 

uth married Lester Dobbs in 196 and lived 
on the. Dobos" nomestead until they "moved 
Seross the road 10 thelr own place. They moved 
fo Sylvan Lake in 1847, and back toa farm north 
of Eckvile In 1948. ‘They farmed here until 
ester passed away In August, 854. Ruth then 
raved to Eeklle with the two youngest girls 


























and worked at the Eekvile Hospital until she 
Fetired in 1910, They’ had five children 

‘Evank died as a Infant, 

[Betty married Dick German and they live on 
a farm at Sylvan Lake, ‘They have three 
Gaughters. Wanda married Calvin Metealt of 
Calgary and they have three children, Jason, 
‘Tara and Sean. Wendy Is with the Canadian 
‘Armed Forces and is stationed at Edmonton 
Shirley is a the University of Alberta in Zamon 
ton 

‘Doris married Al Chiswell, and they live on a 
farm at Lacombe, They have Two daughters, 
Allson also lsat the University of alberta in Ea. 
fronton, and Coreen Is attending high school at 
Encombe, 

Tree Anne married Harold Herber, and they 
and thelr two sons, David and Darren, presently 
five im Saudi Arabla, where Harold works Tot 
Haliburton Ou Company 

(Cara Is a registered aurse and works inthe 
operating room at Red Deer General Hospital, 


DYRLAND, MR. AND MRS. BERT — by Mrs. 
Bert Dyrland 

Th 1898 T, Selma Gant, ofthe Gilby ares, was 
married to Bert Dyrland, who had come tothe 
Aistriet with his parents ia 1818 fram Thiefiver 
Fall Minnesota, USA. We lived beside the 














Medicine River for two years and rented Mr. 
‘James Shorrork’s and. O8 June 271929 our frst 
‘hl, rene, was born, fllowed by’ our son Allan 
In September of 199, 

Tavthe spring of 1982 we moved onto our own 
quarter section of land which we had bought, 
‘her was born in September of that year and our 
son Vernon arrived in 1999, These dour enllden 
All attended the Medicine Valley School where, 
ears before, !had recelved my education under 
Ihe. guidance of my teachers, Mfrs. J.D. 
Lawrence, Mr, Frame, Miss Dobbs, Mrs, 
Graham, a5 weil as others who were there for 


Dale was born in 1942 and Earl in 1944 With 
our growing family we felt the need of a bigger 
House, so we bull! one. However, we sold our 
farm in Is 19 Raymond Peterson and we then 
moved to the Leeda district living I @ house 
Gwaed by Jonnny Jones, located up by the old 
treamery. Mr, Jones owned and operated a big 
Saw mill and Bert worked for him while we were 
living there, In 199 we moved to the Thacie 
place, south ofthe Gimlet school Here we lived 
{or one vear before moving onto our own place 
three miles northwest of the Gimlet schoo. 
Te of our bays attended this schodl 

‘We continued living on this place until 1972, 
‘ynen we sold our home fo the present viners, 
Jesse and Bea Clough, who came trom 
Revelstoke, B.C. We bought anew home in 
Eekville and enjoyed a few years of our reire- 
‘ment tere unill December 10, 1975, when Bert 
passed aivay from cancer. Teontinue (0 ve it 
‘my nome in Eekvil 

irene Dirland was married to Jack Bennett 
con May’ 25, 1959. They live in Calgary. She Is a 
Secretary and Jack ls an accountant. They have 
no ellen 

Sllan Bertle Dyrland was married In 1986 to 
Ruth Nories in Brandon, Manitoba, Alan served 
for 25 years in the armed forces as a parachute 








jumper. They nave no children. 





Inez Dyrland was married to Edward 
Knotels in 1964 at mbey, Alberta. She lives in 
Red Deer, and has two ehilren, 

‘Vernon Dyrland married Lena Olat in 1962 
He took his” schooling at the Gilet school, 
Leslieville school and gh school at David 
Thompson school. He worked for Macleods In 
Red Deer, then In Olds, Rosctowa 
Seskatehewan, Llovaminster, and now they are 
Living in Vermilion Alberta. Both Vernon and 
Lens drive a school bus, They have two daugh: 
fers, Delphine and Lisa 

Bale ‘Dyriand. married Leanne Ferrano in 
1865. He 00k his schooling atthe Glmlet school 
And then on to Lesiievile schoo, followed by 
igh school at David Tompson. He was soldier 
And served In Germany for three Years. Their 
“daughter Held was born German When they 
‘came back to. Cansda ‘he was stationed at 
Chiliwack, BC. While in the army he took 
heavy’ duty mechanles, so when he was dis: 
(charged, of got out of the army, he went to work 
for Finnie Tractor for three years In Kamloops 
‘and Dawson Creek, B.C. They are now living in 
Rea Deer. ‘Their son Jason wat born at 
Calluwack, B.C, 

'Eatl Dyrland married Jacqueline Rhodes in 
1965, He also received. is eaucation atthe 
Gimiet, Lesieville and Davi Thompson schools 
‘Ea started working on the oll rigs when he was. 
‘very young and he had several bad accidents. He 
finally quit this work and went with Calas Power 
‘Tongs and Tools, oll well servicing. For the last 
tivo vears he has had his own trucks and Works 
for Great West Feeds of Red Deer. Earl and 
acquelite had’ two children, "Shelley. and 
Bartley. Shelley pasced away very suddenly on 
February 20, 1977 at the age of 11 years, Jacl 
‘and Earl and their son Bartly'live in Red Deer 





(CHARLES DYRLAND ~ by Julla Dyriand 

(Charles married Julia Ssoke in December of 
4969 and lives on the hore place. They had six 
chilaren: Pearl, Margaret, Sylvia, Palip, Brian 
nd Kenneth, 

‘Pearl mazried Allan Boettger of Eekville In 
1860. Thelr ive children are Coreen, Dwayne, 
Sharon, Keith and Dean. They are nthe trucking 
business and live in Bentley 

‘Margaret married Bud Robinson of Leedale 
in January, 1962 and they ved for a while on 8 
farm west of Leedale, and later in Lesileville 
She became a widow in 1915, with six children 
She now lives tn Enderby, B.C. with Brenda, 
Shane, Amy, Crystle, Lance, and Amber. 

Sylvta mésried Robert Clayton in May, 1957 
He Works with Kad Construction and they liven 
the Leslieville area. Taey have one soa, Dale, 
4nd fwo of Robert's three ehilaren, Terry and 
Sim, live with ther. 

Pllp married Bernie Chapin of Caroline tn 
1868, He nas worked for construction companles 
{or several years as cat and buggle driver. The 
Ist two Years he has spent with LYle Waller, but 




















now Is going to try dairying in Stauffer. Thelr 
two children are Quinton and Holly 

‘Bean married Jamie Brown of Bentley in 
1804 Tey ive on the home farm, helping hls dad 
with the farming. They have two boys, James 
Tee and Craig Charles. 

‘Kenneth Dyrland married Shelly French of 
‘Eekville in 1976. He worked with Hunt Construe 
lion and now ls working with the new owners. 
‘They have two ite girs, Jody Lynn and Melony 
Jane. They live in Bekevile. 


ELIAS DYRLAND — by Johanna Dyrland 

las married Johanna Ophus in June, 1935. 
They moved tothe NE 1840-55, known as the 
Jewel place, and nave lived there ever since 
They nad nine ehtlarea, 
ipgbois faring Bs vn and rented land, and 

oy married Joyce Greenman in 1857. They 
are living at MeKenzle, B.C. They have five 
‘children: Lonnie, Ronnie, Iwielay Darryl and 
‘son, all at home. 

“Bernice married Ken Huseby in 1957 and they 
are living on his mother's farm, They have si 
fhiideen and two grandeblidren, all living at 
fhome, ‘The children are Marilyn, Joha, Brian, 
Karen, Kevin, and Travis and the grandenilares 
are Bradley and Ciristina 

“Ellen married Hank Klassen n 1950, and they 
are living at Soda Creek, B.C. They have three 
children, Vieky, Pam, and Randy: 

"Pat has been workiag in Eckvili. She ives at 
home with her daughter, Debole. 

Dick married Marlene Harden in 1958. They 
have a son Darren, and five months after Dick 
passed away in 192 thelr daughter, Lorrie Le, 
Was bom, 

"Naney is ving and working in Red Deer, She 
was married In July, 1997 to Dave Watt of Red 








Beer 
Bill was stil at Home unit he passed away in 
wth “ = 

‘Gordon ts working the farm with his dad, and 
ts ving at home, 


‘THE DYRLAND FAMILY 

‘The history of the Dyriand family began in 
‘Shelly, Minnesota, US.A. in 197, when Samuel 
Dyrland and Ellen Krearame (beth of Norway) 
‘were married. They farmed at Shelly fora 
bnumber of years belore moving to Thiet River 
Falls, Ssinnesola. 

in’ April, 1818, the famlly immigrated to 
Bekviie, Alberta’ by train. Mrs. DyFland and 
Clara, Bert, Bl, uth, Joe and Charles made the 
trip bj tra in about four ays. Mr. Dyrland and 
Son John left a week eater, travelling onthe im: 
‘migration train to look after the two carloads Of 
Hvestock and machinery. 

“Altved Norem met the family at Kootuk with a 
democrat pulled by @ team of small mules and 
Grove them to the Novem farm. They stayed 
there for several days, unt the men moved 





Dyn teri. 


them on to thelr tarm SE 2414.05. Ruth, Joe 
tnd Charles started school at Medicine Valley 
‘and th older boys farmed with thelr father Uni 
he passed away in July of 1835 

‘In 199 Mrs. Thyssen passed avay suddenly, 
leaving 2 family of three small girls. The 
youngest, Vera, came to live with the Dyrlands 
‘sone of the family 

‘Through the carly years Mrs. Dyrland nursed 
‘many sick people and acted as rldwife or many 
‘mothers iy the district. In later Years she kept 
‘Busy itn her quilts, houseplants and garden 
til she passed sovay in September, 1960. 


JOE DYRLAND AND FAMILY — by Helen 
Dyrand 

Tn August of 1996 my mother, Clara Lalone, 
ied ana T went to te States for few months (6 
Stay with an uncle of mine. Joe Dyrland eame fo 
Mifnesota in December of 1998 and we mere 
‘married on the iith of February, 137, in Ada, 
‘Minnesota, We returned to the Seville District 
to make our home, 

We had six chlren — three boys and three 
airs, who were Joyee, Daniel, Myraa, Sammy. 
Larry, and ten years later, Trudy. They are al 
marfled now and live. near home,” Myma 
Tarrled George Scott, trom Rocky Mountain 
House ana they ilved It Winnipeg, Manitoba for 
six years. They have now moved back o Calgary 
‘where they make thelr heme 

“Joye married BI! Maddox and llves on the 
farin near home. They have two gis and (0 
boys. 

‘Simmy married Judy Dahl and tives in 
Lacombe. They have Ivo boys and two girs 

‘Danny married Jeanette Proden and ives on 
{he old Tom Mason place west of Gimlet Scxool 
‘They have two gris 

rudy Just marvied lives at Stautfer tn a 

‘We have 1 grandehildren and all are well and 
realty 


JOHN DYRLAND — by Ruth Dobbs 

‘ohn lived at home dnt 1921 when he went to 
arin In the Provost district, He moved back 9 
‘the Medicine Valey in 1808 and settled on a farm 






















west of Gimlet Schoo. He ved there until 1850, 
then Soi his farm to ike Walemaki. He worked 
as caretaker at Atlas Lumber Camp 15, 
northwest of Rocky Mountain House. In 185 he 
fame fo Eekville and bulla new home and lived 
{here until his death In December, 1972 





ENGEN, MARTIN 

Sava Engen as born in Valdre, Norway 
on Oetober itd He immgrated othe US 
Stans parentsat ne age of our ears When he 
{rv uplie tok a homtend ness Leen Noth 
Bakott, On’ August’ 02 he was’ gnitee te 
tavraae to Mths Syverson” of Starbuck 
Minnestn Thee cides were born tthe a 
Lets: Nove Dake 

Ste, Engen and is ay moved othe iby 
ausrct om Newerber 8,148, He rout some 
Sores wi him aliovgh at that tre many of 
the neighbors here were starving oxen fn 
{Hor Sif Engen's father came live mth nem 
rahdpa Engen tn homestead Ree, but Re 
passed sway in 

Ini, tnotaer bay el wasbors to Me and 
nich, Engen Seven Gays Inter sive. Engen 
std ay, a te oan aah 0 3 ae Se 
fear one ofthe fret people o be Dated the 
Gilby cemetery. me 


‘on May 8, 1016 Mr, Engen married Paula 
Nygard. ‘There were five children from thls 
marriage, Who, along with the four from fs 
previous marriage, included the following: Lyle 
Rreviing, born in 1903 and passed avay tn 166, 
(Casshus Elwood, bora In 1904, and ving in Bent 
Jy; Marian Verna, bora in 1908 and now living in 
‘Bentley; Mathilda Mildred, porn in 1914 and iv 
{ng in Prince Rupert, B.C.: Ear! Giired, bora In 
1oit and now living in Kckvile; Martin Elmer, 
‘born in 1618 and living on 8 farm in the Eexvile 
brea; Roy Edward, born in 102 and ving near 
Ecivle; Fiova Willam, born in 1823 and now 
living n Eekle; Gladys Billeen, born in 1823 
and living at Killam, 





































Mr. Engen helped start the Medicine Valley 
schoo! disriet and was on the school board for 
Several years, He even served as mi-wite (he 
Sew-comers ina few eases! 

‘rs Engen passed away in August, 1889 
Paula Engen sin Valley Park Manor in Red 
Deer at present, She was 73 years old In 17 

ate Bee ar ue Tey 

Csius married Mabel Nygard. They have 
two children, Glen and Marie 

Malan marie Gus Haarsnd, Tey bad two 
sons, Vernon and Merlyn. Vernon passed aW 
init . . bs 

‘Tille married Roy Garris. They have one 
daughter, Susan, 

‘Earl married Marie Mitchell, They have two 
sons, Rupert and Murra. 

‘arti married Muriel Huseby. They have 
four daughters, Dorothy, Norma, Kell ana Hl 
ty 





Roy married Thelma Huseby. They have two 
children, Leanne and Leonard. ‘Thelma pasted 
‘away In 1969, and was. buried In the’ GUby 
‘cemetery. Roy later married Leltha Ambury. 

Floyd married Elsie Wingate. They have (wo 
song and one daughter, Faye, Eawia and Dents, 

Gladys married Lloyd Sand. They have two 
daughters, Marian and Janet 


‘THE FEDDERSON FAMILY 

We, Alvin and Plorence edderson, with our 
chlldren, Tom, Terry and Fern, moved to 
Ekle in August, 1961, coming from Calgary 

‘We had lived here for three years shen We 
Jost Form due to’ an accident ia the Mfedicine 
River. He dled on June 20, 864, ‘This is whea we 
found out what truly wonderful neighbors we 
hak 

“Ferry finished his schooling in Keke, and 
‘Fern {ook all of her elementary and high school 
‘work tn the Rekvile Schools, She’ graduated 
‘om hgh sehoot in 1904, 

"Terry marsied Elleen Sanrela of Lesievllein 
June, ites. Sir years ‘ater we had our frst 
‘grandchild, Beverly, born on June 16, 1972. On 
‘ay 6, 1974 Terry and Eileen hed thelr second 
daughter, Blenore, They live in the Gimlet area 
north west of Eexvile 

"in 1916 Fern married Larry Bullgard, of Con 
dor. Since fnising hgh sehool she has worked 
{81a seeretary or as a receptionist 





FREDRICKSON, ANDREW — by Joan Maddox 

‘Andrew (Shorty) Fredrickson came. from 
Poriland, Oregon, U-S.A.n 10 to tle on NW 5 
SL-AWS. With axe and grub hoe he cleared the bg 
trees, Gullding a house and barn, farming with 
horses 

He was an honest neighbor, always willing to 
help anyone, but quite capable of holding his own 
In any disagreement. 

ne that came in for discussion in days of 
measuring, was a5 to whether the Surveyors 
ake was corret, Ths was important ass good 
Spring was near the line, but Snorty kept It 

"in 1908 he bought NW 3414: owned by the 
Cop: Again he cleared, broke the land and put 
up bulldings. 

He always sald that when he dled he wouldn't 
leave a wood pile for the neighbors fo quarrel 
‘over. He passed away suddenly in 198 There 
‘ere only a few chips by his chopping block. Mr. 
‘The now owns the land, 





GANT, MR. AND MRS. LOUIS — by Selma 
Dynana, their daughter 

‘On the 1th of August, 1911, my parents, Me 
and lire, Louis Gant, and, Selma, age seven 
‘months, arived in the Medicine Valle distri 
Father acquired a homestead right away and, 
being an experienced woodsman, he qulekly put 
up fog house and barn and other buldings. He 
‘Was able to get a team of oxen in payment fo" 
‘working for a nelghbor, Jake Amburs. A couple 
bof years later he gota team of horses — ig 
black and.a bay — as wel asa cow In payment 
{or work he did, so he got rida he tear of exer. 
He kept the cow led Yo a big og so that she could 
fot run away, Father used fo walk fo Lacombe 
Work, soe could ot get home very aften 

1m 118 my brother Clarence was born and in 
1o15 Eunice was born. That was the year that 
Mary Gant, my mother, rode on a wagon load ot 


hogs to Lacombe fo get her teeth out 


Tn the spring of 1817 my parents held an aue- 
tion sale and moved ta Carmangey, Alberts 
Father drove down with six horses and a new 
JBalne wagon, ashe planned to work onthe oad, 








‘Mother and we children went by train. That fal, 
tn September 13, my brother, John was bern. 
However, by November of 197 the family had 
‘ove back to tae homestead. We lived there 
Util 821, when father bought a Hudson Bay 
‘quarter three miles west of Gilby. We all ved 
{here unt father passed avvay on ay 8, 1938 at 
the age of 63 years 

‘Afler Father died Mother sold the farm tomy 
brothers, Clarence and Joh and she moved fo 
Rimbey, where she lived unt 1958, In he mean- 
time Thad been married ana mother lived with 
re and my family In 195, before gol to the 
Twilight Lodge in Red Deer. She left the Lodge 
and after a year, in 164, she passed away in Ed. 
fenton at the age of 78 years. Both she and 
father are buried in the Glloy cemetery. 

‘Clarence Gant married Mary Wolney in 198 
She was from an early ploneer family also. They 
had two children, Shirley and Lawrence, Shirley 
Ig married (o Arthur Bardenhagen and lives i 
Edmonton. She has four children, three boys and 
girl. Lawrence sa pllot forthe firefighters and 
hand fis wite livein Duncan, B,C. Clarence 
Passed away in 1987 from cancer, atthe age of #4 

‘Euinlee Gant married Bruce Jordan of 
Rimbey in 1855. They have six cildren. Patricia 
Is 2 teacher and Is married to Mervin Layden 








and they are farming at Install. They have 
three children, Dennis is married and lives at 
Rimbey with hie wife Gwynne and three 
children, Jimmy also farms at Rlmbey with his 
Wite ‘Reta and twe boys and a gin, Geralé 
married Bev Unger and they” and tle Held 
live in Rimbey, ‘Wesley married a Swiss git, 
Elisabeth, and they ae farming west of Rimbey 
Virginia dnd her husband, eg Olson, are living 
‘n Innisfail, Deanis and Cerald work fll time at 
Jordon’s Equipment in Rimbey. Eunice and 
‘Bruce stil farm northeast of Rimbey. 

Joh Gant marsied Helen Skoreiko on prit 
10, Ibi. ‘They have four ehildren. They lived 
‘west of Gilby ater they were marie, then they 
Sold ‘thelr farm to Clarence and moved 10 
Stauffer later seliag out there and moving to 
‘Markerville. In time they sold out there, and 
moved to Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. Now they 
have moved back Yo Canada, in 194, and live 
forthivet of Alhambra, The tree older children 
live In Rocky Mountain House. Elaine married 
Bill Speight of Spelgh's Construction on August 
2, 1961 and they have four sons 

Eldon married. Paty Winchester on 
November 20, 1870 and they have ane son, Jason. 
Eldon is a catskinner in heavy ‘construction 
Work: Delmer is a driller inthe ol elds, Debbie 
Isis at home and is attending schoo 











THE GANT AND WHILLIER STORY — by 
‘Mary E. (Gant) Whilier 

‘ly falter, Marlee Gant, was the first of the 
‘omlly to arrive in the Medicine Valley. He came 
carly’ in the spring of 1910. Lacombe was the 
nearest railroad. He got aide as far as Bentley 
And walked the rest of the way, The old Gilby 
Store was under construction atte ime, and he 
Spent the night there sleeping on a carpenter's 
table. Mike Sestrap was the owner, 

Father led on the SE, Zead-4WS, then 
returned to Deer Park, Washington, to sell his 
Droperty and bring my’ mother (Celeste) to the 
Rev land, They arrived in the early simmer, and 
Stayed In Lacombe with Mes. Dabbe, wile they 
Dough tearm and wagon toring thelr goods out 















to the homestead. The rest of the summer they 
lived in a shack whieh belonged to Julius Sever 
Son. (Me Severson was away working). During 
Ins time they were buldlng a house thelr own 

Tin Ist my uncle, LC. Gant, with his wie, 
Mars) and my cousin Seima eame tothe area. He 
Romesteaded on the SW. 38-40-44. ‘The Smale 
{amily now own this land, In 1814 another uncle 
{and aunt, Mr. and Mrs, Tors Lee, and thelr 
hilgren, Alma (Mis. C. Bardenhagen) and Jer 
‘val Maddox came to Alberta. They spent the 
Summer with us walle they were building thelr 
House on SW. 2404.05. 

‘Mest of hese fst hoses were pretty crude, 
but served the purpose until something better 
ould: be bulll. This was about the time the 
Yscombe road. was being bull! and surveyed 
{ighway 51). There was elther a family of 8 
bachelor living on nearly every quarter. 

Father had to go cul fo work quite a bit and 
leave Motter (and later me) alone. The Lumby 
fils used fostay with us, to help moiter and aso 
Ee company a us Mother waa notfogwelat 
{his time, and in March of 1913 she pasted a 
‘The neighbors were very kind and took me of 
Father's hands for most ofthe frst Year. When 
Falher brought me home I Aad learned to talk, 
but in Finnish, so he had to start all ver and 
teach me to speak in English 

‘My first memory is of the Lumby and Carlson 
homes. The Carisons were a latge family and 
lived en S.W. 2, now owned by Richard Mott, 

















One of my early memories Is ofthe Christmas of 
ois. Father and f with the Lees, haa gone othe 
‘Medicine Valley Sehool Christmas Concert. Mi. 
John Barnes was the Sania, complete with mask 
land tur cost. Iwas ferried, and fook quite an 
‘amount of calming dos. 

"in 1918 Pather married Susan Dekker, and we 
were a family once again, The following winter 
the Dekkers left for California, and we bought 
their land NM 2040445 In August of 1817 ny 
Sister Gertrude was born, 

‘That winter we suffered the tragedy of a fire 
which took our home, bara and some stock. The 
ld og house was sl standing. It had been used 
Inlater Years as place for anyone coring along 
{o sleep, so Rad a bed, stove and table Init. We 
Lived there until spring then moved tothe Dekker 
place 












My frst brother, Martin, was born in the spr 
Ing of 1918. Later’ that year ‘Father sold the 
homestead to. man {fom Penhold named 
Jefferies, and the home, or Dekker place to Mr 
finda, Comfort and their son” Lewis. We 
oved our belongings fo the Jonn Vick place for 
the winter, Shortly after Christmas Motner and 
Wwe thee children Joined her people tn California, 
Father cared for the stock untl the spring of 
40, then had an atetion sale and came to ln Us 
im California, However, we returned to the old 
place in the spring of 121, a the land sale hed 
fallen through, There the rest ofthe famlly were 
born, ‘The children ‘were Mary (irs. Reg 
Willer), Gertrude (Mrs. Arnold Moore), Mar 
tin (presumed to be dead), Jessie (deceased), 
Lorena (rs. Doug Drummond), Ela (living it 
Senta Fe, New Mexico), Eugene and Glen (both 
fn Rea Deer 

Tn 186 the folks sold out to the V.L.A, and 
‘moved fo Red Deer, They are presently Fesiding 
{nthe Valley Park Manor In Red Deer 


GARBUTT, ARTHUR AND PEARL 

"Me. and Mrs. Carbutt came from Millet ia 
1902, buying the SE 3640-LW5, They were very 
friendly people, having severai communty ple 
les at tele place. Allmough, they had no family, 
they enjoyed naving children visit and were aunt 
land unele to many. 


ca 





‘A Cah de ra 


They had lived in Texas and never tred of 
telling stores of the years spent there. 

‘He had an old Ford truck with leaking 
radiator. He ted a eream can of water with & 
‘pump and hose init on the running board. Every 
fesr tales, he would reach oat and pump some 
Water Inte the radiator 

Th 195, they sold the farm to Dick Lawton 
who later Sold to Sven Osberg. 

“pney ballt a house in Bexvile, Art worked as 
ccaretater at the hospital, Pearl worked in the 
‘stehen unil she bectme il and passed away in 
1954 

‘Art remarried before he suddenly’ passed 
away when he Was meeting his od lend from 
‘Texas in 151 


GOTING, JOHN 

“Joba Goting was a stop brother to Oscar and 
[Andrew Anderson, He came from Sede in 1914 
‘ina fled on SW, £41--W5, He became ik ia 1916 
and passed away 


‘THE HAPPY VALLEY CLUB 

"Tae Happy Valley Club was organized 
‘Navember 1943, re, Annie Parker was pres 
Gent and. Mis, Violet Brown was. secretary 
treasurer, We held our first meeting at Mabel 
reins. Those present at the meeting were Mir, 
Liyala Thoen, Mrs. Geffen, Mrs. Wallmakl, Mrs 
Pauline Keim, Mrs, Dorothy Dahims, Mrs. Mabel 
Ervin, Mrs. Annie Parker and Mrs. Violet 
Brown, 

“Totind a name for our club, we allput a name 
ona plece of paper and then drew a name. Mrs. 
{Updla Thoons paper was drawn and that is how 
the Happy Valley Club got Its name. Our club 
‘ow nat 15 members 

‘Our Club has helped many families who have 
hha fires or acetdent of an kind tn thelr homes. 
‘The Crippled Children's Organteation and many 
others were supported by our club. 

Tne Happy Valley Club has catered for many 
wedding receptions, put on showers for Young 
Couples and put on lunches for dances and also 
fr some auction sales 








(Our club wil soon be celebrating thelr 25th 
Anniversary. Many, many. quilts have been 
Hana-guilted by this lub and alot of fun was nad 
at the same time. We enjoy our meetings very 
‘uch, The Gimiet Soetaite Club and the Happy 
Valley. Club entered a float in the Eckviie 
Parade in 190 and won first prize. The float 
fepicted an Old Fashioned quilting part 


HUTCHISON, GEORGE — by Jean Hutchison 
Habis 


My’ tather and stepmother, came trom 
Calgary to the Medicine Valley in 1839. They 
feted on a farm about two miles north of the 
Medicine Valley School. My mother had passed 
away In 1878 aod dad was left with four very 
Young elidren, two boys and two girs, Bob, 
Floyd, myseit (Jean) and Dorothy 

‘Baa eventually "married again. Our step 
mother had a daughter, Frances, whom ded 
‘Adopted. A. son, Bil, was bora to them and 
Several years later a daughter, Elleen. When the 
folks eae fo the farm was cont tomy aunt and 
Uinele's at Troeh fo attend sehool there, ‘The 
younger ehlldren, Dorotty, Frances and Bil, 
attended. the ‘Medicine. Valley school. In 
November of 1997 1 married Cari Raabis. We 
have three sons, George, Tom and Terry 

‘Dorothy, my sster, married Elmer Linder in 
October of i838, Tney had three children, Larry, 
Verlle and Ross. Dorothy and Elmer were 
‘ivoreed when thelr children were gute young 
Several years later Elmer passod avay. Dorothy 
is now married again and lives in Washington, 
USA. 

Verlle and Ross are married, but Larry has 
never married, Taey all ive in British Columba, 

‘Bob, may eldest brother, married Evelys 
Bardentagen in 1938, ‘They have three 
aughers, Cora Lyn, Alma Lee and. Norma 
Jean, ‘They are all-'marrled ‘now and. have 
{amlies of thelr own. Floyd passed away In 
September of 10it. Hie was never’ marvied 
vances, the adopted sister, Is married and has 
{ree children, She lives in Eetish Columbia. Bal 
also ves tn British Columbia, but has never 
‘marvied, He and Frances both served in the 
Forees during the war. Eleen Is married and 
lives in British Columbia. Dad tet the farm in 
{no ana returned fo Calgary. He enllsted In the 
Granance Carp in the Army fora couple ot years 
luring the war, and later moved to the coast fo 
live, He passed away in March of 197, Our step. 
‘mother fe still alive and lives in Nanaimo, B.C 





ISAACSON, ISAAC — by Hila Sjoblom 

Dir. Inade Isaacson came from Butte, Mon 
‘tana about 1008, and filed on @ homestead four 
Sand one half males west of Gilby, on SE 21404. 
Wo, He worked on his land during the summers, 
‘but made several trips back to Butte fo work in 
the mines where he had been employed. He met 
a'Mrs. Sophie Jewelberg, who had also been a 
fomesteater's ‘wife near Rocky” Mountain 





House. Her husband had passed away and she 
hed returned to. Butte (o work. ‘They were 


farriedin Butte in the early 20s, and came back 
fo live on the homestead. 

Mr. and Mrs, Isaacson worked hard and kept 
the place nie. Thelr house was always open to 
asders-by, asin those days evervone traveled 
{rith horses It was nice fo be able to ive the 
horses arest anda get alunch or amealir it was 
‘lose to a meal ime, The Isaacson Rome was 
Slways such trlendly place. 

Me. Isaacson took ilk and passod away about 
1865, and was burled in the Gilby cemetery. rs, 
Isadeson lived onthe place fora few more years, 
renting the fields ut taking care of her stock 

in iM0 Mrs. Isaacson sold. ter place to 
\Wullam Sioblam, of Vancouver. After she sold 
the farm she had smal house bull in Rocky 
Mountain House where she resiged a long a= she 
twas able to take care of herself She had fo be 
{aken fo nursing home In Bamoatoa, where she 
passed away’ in 1043, 

“The Slobloms owned this place for 36 years, 
then sod it to James Polit, who resides an tat 
present with hls family. 


[THINK 1 SAW THE WIND TODAY — by Bob 
Osber 


% 
Nostivatc RETURN 

‘You have probably experienced It, We all 
have. Rekindling old’ memories has a biter 
Sweet effect which disturbs our belngs a8 Wwe 
hover between antilpation and regret. We an- 
{leipate seeing things as they were, and thea we 
‘ogpet that they have ehanged so med, 

‘tool my trip info the past recently by 
siting the deserted farmstead of my’ childiood. 
eves not the rst return visit Ihave been back 
half a" dozen times, but sill T am almost 
overwhelmed by the flood of nostalgic 
memeres, 

‘Only the house remains now. The rest of the 
poulldings have been torn down or moved. Tt is 
here that I stop frst, The onee stately spruces 
Surrounding the house have become stragaly and 
Broken while the tired old building stands 
{eriornly with tis open poreh slumping wearlly 
almost fo the ground, 

Tnside I see the remains of the old wringer. 
washing machine. Immediately the smelis and 
Sounds of Wash Day return. T near the put put 
put of the gasoline motor and the svih-ehlug of 
‘he plungers. The smell of exhaust om the pipe 
Stieking. out through the haifopen window is 
heavy in the alr, vying for recognition with the 
‘wet smell of the white garments elng bolled on 
the wood stove 

shake my’ reverie and move on to other 
rooms, Decay has set in, The floors have 








‘eon torn off in spots andthe gaping holes reveal 
the log walls with moss stil ehinked between 
csaen timber 





Upstairs 1 ind my iron bed and spring stl in 
tact The open window and the omtnsulated 
Walls bring forth more memories. Tan see ray 
brothers and T thumping the wall and gleefully 
diving under the covers as ou cousin, who were 
Staylng over, stared aghast atthe horde of angry 
Yellowjackets buzing through the open window. 
[And T ean smell the burning sulphur we used to 
fay to smoke the wasps out of that Wall 

‘eave the house, 10 wander through the 
woods. Tt was here in this pariland setting that | 
Meveloped my love for nature. T searen for and 
find, though much fainter aow, the path I had 
followed for years, Twice aday’ip to grade nine | 
had tro this winging tral! for twe miles to attend 
the one-room Medicine Valley Senool. Grass and 
Underrush has moved in ut til remains 
fan easy route t0 follow, and It still leads fo the 
favorite spots that I knew s0 well. Strawberries 
Sill are growing Inthe little meadow, red 
currants hang over the bank of the meandering 
reek, and under the grove of spruce trees 1 see 
the large rotten log where a rulfed grouse si 
Mhurnps out nls challenge and love cal. 

Tis in the sloughs and muskegs tat Esce the 
‘most change. [remember them as large bogs, 30 
‘waterlogged that a horse was unable {0 wall 
{hrough af times. You could stand none spo and 
Shake the land for a hundred feet around, Now, 
bikcompany roads criss-cross these areas and 
many are completely dy. 

‘Tee a change inthe iver, to. The Medicine 
River seems to flow much’ slower now. The 
brown grase-stalned water Is sluggish, allowing 
weeds and algae to multiply readily How well T 
emember swimming and skating that river, 
Because ts slow moving, a cold snoviess fall 
‘ovided mlles of glass-smooth skating and sop- 
Bling wet feet when we didn’t quite jump the 
Beater dams. Atte being used to the spaziling 
Highwood fiver, the tought of swimming in ths 
arly waver Is revolting 

Our life Is made up of memories, good and 
bad, and although T snow one shouldn't dwell 
Upon the past, I'm glad that T can take the oc 
{aslonal trp back in ime to taste some of those 
bittersweet memories 





120N, JOHN 

“John 120m was born in London, England. Hs 
patents were in the steel rll business 

"He was in the Ameriean Army af the time of 
the Spanish-American war. Seeing lle active 
Service at this time because he was in hospital 
‘vith typhold fever. 

"He homesteaded the N.W, 2840-415, Many 
ere the amusing stores that he would tel about 
his team of huge holsteit-hereford oxen, Turk 
and Blue, as he spent his evenings. with the 
‘elghbors ot atthe Medilne Valley post office. 
‘This was a gathering place forthe Saturday mali 
delivery. He lived alone and was found by his 
Relghbors several days ater he had died in 1946, 





oy 


JANSSON, MR. AND MRS. JOHAN — by 
Daughter, Mrs. Emma Nyguard 

"Mr. and Mrs, Jansson, with a daughter age 
two years and a on age nine months, came from 
Porlland, Oregon, U.S.A. tothe GUlbydistlct In 
July of 108. They fled on a homestead, NW 418 
AWS. Soom after their arrival they but a fe 
‘roomed log cabin on thelr land. 

Tn November 1908 another son, Carl, was 
bora, followed by a daughter, Emma, in 1912 
‘The last chil, Marie was born in 19ia. ‘These 
three children were born inthe small home with 
Anelghbor serving as midwife. Doctors were not 
Feadlly avallable, as the nearest towns were 
acombe and Red Deer. 

Untli the year 1810 dad would watk to 
Lacombe for Suppites, as there was_n0 other 
means of travel. In 1010 the Gilby Store Was 
‘bull, and this also served as our post office, At 
this ime no roads had been built any travel 
done was over the trails, winding around over 
the hugh ground, 

"The fist school in the district was built in 
1913. This bllding was located on NW 2640445, 
and was known as te “Medicine Valley Senea 
‘The aftalrs of the schoo! were administered by & 
board ef three local men, the frst board being 
Franke Lavwton, Bil Withers, and Martin Engen, 
‘These men collected the faxes, hired and fred 
the teachers, and pald the teachers’ salaries, 
The frst teacher was Mr. Falls, who served in 
18131814, From the years 1818 to 1818 there were 
nine teachers, During this time the teachers had 
fo'find board and room in the community with 
Seme of the farm familes. In 1910 a teacherage 
‘was bul, whieh solved the problem ef teacher 
‘Accommodations. tn 1819 Mir- Willam Frame, a 
Feturned soldier, was hired as the teacher, and 
he served in this capacity for three years. The 
‘School as ot well Heated and our fingers would 
Jet so cold that we could hardly hold ou pencils 
By noontime our lunches sould be frozen, For 
thls reason school holidays were scheduled for 
the winter months. In spite of these handicaps 
(ur beloved country school remained n constant 
Sse for us and our ehildren unl 985. At fh time 
the children started being bussed tothe Eckvlle 
School, and later our old senoolbulang as sold 
‘and moved away to another location, 

rather, In his homeland of Sweden, was a 
blacksmith by trade, To help increase the family 
Income after setling in the Gilby district he 
Started dolag blacksmith work at hs farm. This 
enterprise filled a real need in the communlt 
Sind he becarne knovn as "Blacksmith Jansson 
‘There was not much income from tals source in 
those early daystbecause most a the people were 
35 poor as we Were, Since Pailer never turned 
fnyone away, @ lot of the work was done on 

‘and the customers would pay hm when 
they could. Neverineless, by 1819 Dad was able 
fo buy a quarter of CP.R. land cornering cur 
homestead, and began to break and fo bli on 




















In the spring of 1922 Mother became very I 
‘and passed away in May ofthat Year. This was a 
great shock to ad, and ho as lett with the 
fesponsibllty of raising five children ranging 
from eight to 16 yeare of age. Nevertheless, dad 
‘carried on, and in 193 he finished the House 
‘When he had begun to bulld In the fall of 193, 

znd we moved inte. Dad was sil doing a iot of 
Blacksmith work but was beglaning. 10. be 
Dothered by rheumatism, Then his heart started 
to give him trouble and inthe spring of 126 he 
‘as taken to the Lacombe horpial. Dad passed 
‘away in June of that year, and was buried beside 
other In the ilby cemetery. Now the wo 
folder cblren were left to tz to keep sal, 
fogetner and forum the farm, We had no relatives 
In Canada, soother than the kindness shown by 
nelghbors we were by ourselves Since them Ife 
hat been gute good to Us 

Tm 1027 my oldest sister, Elida, married 
awin Solberg and moved to a tarm in the 
Bentley dstrict, They had three children, At pre- 
ent they have retired and are living in the 
eedale area, 

‘My eldest brother, William, never marred 
He lived on our home place and farmed in that 
district unt his deathy from @ heart attack, In 
isn 

Ty other brother, Car, also a bachelor, had a 
farm east of Gilby. He later sold the farmn and, 
following tn -dad's footsteps, took up 
blacksmithing He is now living inthe Leslevile 
distriet and stil enjoys farming and blacksmith 
ror, 

1, Emma, am the fourth child, tn 1929 T 
smatvied Gus Nygard. We had two children. We 
farmed in the Beeville alstriet close to my frst 
home for 31 Years. We are now retired and are 
Iiviag tn Bek 

‘My Youngest sister, Marie, was married in 
agai to Dave Hetala, They farmed inthe Benalio 
‘area unl they’ sold thet farm in 1078 and retired, 
{0 Hed Deer fo live, They have four enlldre. 





LEVEN, THEODORE — by Joan Maddox 

‘Theodore Kleven led on the NE. S3404.5 
aout 3810 when he arrived from Miinnesot, 
USA, 

Hie was a bachelor who Uked to visit, but he 
stuttered badly and would be annoyed If you 
{tied to el him with what he wanted to say. He 
‘as often seen stating the trip to the Gilby Store 
‘hit hs bay team, Jennle and Boxer, about four 
D'lock in the afternoon He would be late return 
ing 5 Ne ado op and ehat with everyone he 
‘met along the way: 

He served on ihe Medicine Valley school 
board for some time, In 1981 health forced himn 
to sel ot, He entered a Camrose nursing Borne 
‘and died there several years later. 





.KOSKI FAMILY HISTORY — Frank, Elina and 
hides 
rank Koski, bora December 8, 1873 in Hult 


{isisea, Finland, and Elina Peuru, born January 
23, Ist ip Vaasanlaant, Pland, were martied 
fon March 6, 1904 at M@utialla, Finland. Mr 
Frank Kosi! came fo Canada from Finland by 
Sip in 1912 and homesteaded a quarter section 
About seven miles northeast of Leslieville, 
‘Alberta. In 1813 his wife Elina, and daughter, 
‘Tatmt, age six and son Arthur, age three, Jolned 
him of the homestead, On December 18, 1914 8 
Son, Ernie was born, and Frank Jr. was born in 
Eckvitle, Alberta on October 1,188 

"The Koski qarter-seeton was heavy timber 
and to get the land ready for seeding the tres 
had tobe grubbed out by hana with an axe and a 
rub hoe By means of mueh hard work, though, 
by 1994 over half ofthe quarter was in farm land, 
Tike so many of the pioneer farmers, Ms. Koski 
‘worked af many fobeto help get the farm started 
lind to buy a cow and wore horses, During the 
‘Years 1912 and 1913 the Cenadlan Pacific Rall 
Toad was bullding a line between Fed Deer and 
Rocky Mountain House, and Mr. Koskl was em 
ployed on this Job. The line was later extended to 
Rordegg, where a coal mine, known as Brazeau 
Colters, was belng developed 

‘Mr. Koski packed four and other necessary 
‘household suppiles on his back trom Red Deer t0, 
the homestead, It was a three-day ‘rip if the 
‘Weather was good, but longer if twas stormy. 

‘Srt Kosi, who was born in 1810, remerabers 
his dad broadeasting (planting) the wheat by 
hand, He doe" recall how It Was covered, but 
Supposed this was done by’ a arrow belng 
Gagged over the field: Having was done by a 
Seythe and a threefoot hand rake, then put to 
‘cue on Wooden cross stakes stuck inthe ground 
When t came time fo cut the wheat the neighbors 
‘came with siekles, Men and women worked side 
‘by side and tied the bundhes with straw and then 
looked them After they became dey the bundles 
‘were stacked: Later in he winter, after the other 
arm. work was finished, the ‘bundles were 
threshed with a lal” and on wind’ days they 
threw he misture Into thea so the chat! would 
blow away from the wheat. As the age of Im 
Provements erept tn, he wheat was cut with 
cyte with some sort of rack on to eateh the 
‘wheat, unl there was ezough for a bundle and 
then dumped off and tled by hand. 

In 1940 Mo- and Mrs, Koska sold thelr farm 
and retired to the town of Sylvan Lake, into & 
few home, whieh thelr sonindav, Mr. Carl 
Soderland, nad but for them, ‘Tele daughter, 
alm, had married Carl Soderiang in 1962 They 

re now living in Vancouver, British Columbia 

find they have a daughter, ‘Margaret, who 1s 
‘uarried to Tom Keys, Margaret and Tom have 
hr children. Mr, and Mrs. Prank Kost have 
‘oth passed away, and are both buried in the 
Sylvan Lake eemelery 


FRANK KOSKI JR, 
rank Koski J1- married Fath Cumming ot 
Lesileville area in 18. They made thelr ome 





tira close tothe Blueberry school, then moved to 
the Rocky-Nordegg area and finally. to 
Invermere, British Columbia, ‘They have four 
fils —~ Elaine, Denna, Frankle, Debbie and 
fave one son, Gerald. Prank and Faith have had 
Savy mill and lumber isinesses both in Alberta 
fad in British Columbia, 


ERNIE KOSKI 

‘Brnie Koskl, son of Frank and Elina, was 
‘born in the Homestead house on December 18, 
Wid, and grew up Inthe Leslieville and 
Blucberry district. fn 1938 he met May Taylor 
land thev were married on October 25,1899, rate 
fand May’ bought the Koski homestead and ved 
there for a year before moving to Nondege it 
SH At Nordegg Erale worked for the razeau 
CCoai Company for almest 13 years, nti the mine 
losed down. They tuen moved to the Millet 
Edmonton area in 1954 where they lived Unt 
‘moving to Red Deer inate 1855, where they have 
lived since that time 

‘Ernie and May have two daughters, Los and 
Linda. Lala was born in Bentley, alberta on 
September 11, 998. She married Gary K, Allison 
fon May 16, 196, and they have {wo children 
‘They ive in Red Deer. Linda vas born in the 
town of Nordegs on Febriary 7, 1954. She grew 
tp in Rea Deer, bat later moved te Calgary. She 
iarrieg Frank Marasce Jr. in Calgary in Tune, 
it, 

‘Ernie's occupation In Red Deer has been with 
lint Engineering and Construction. On May 28, 
1977 a the Capr Motor Ina he vecelved a 20-Year 
pin award. May. was interested Ia music 
Phroughout ‘her life, and played several In 
struments, ineluding the violin and drums. In 
197t she was sil with an entertaining group and 
dance band called the "Outeasts" 


ART KOSKI 

Act Koski was born October 10, 1810, He 
remembers that, while he was growing up, he 
plowed many’ a furrow by the use of awalking 
love. In 151 Ne helped build highway 1, work. 
fig with a team and feesno (a dirt ll). aso 
helped built te number 12 highway, between 
Bemiey and Rimbey, Alberta 

‘Aet married Edna Jackson of Rocky Moun 
tain House in 1964 They have two children — 
Shirley and Marvin. Shirley married Dave 
Callen of Rocky Mountain House and they, with 
thelr four chlldven, now live in fapia’ View, 
Saskatchewan, Marvin married Heather Darch 
of Big. Valley, Alberta, They and’ thelr (Wo 
ehilaren live ls Calgary 

"fhe children attended the Blueberry School 
and Art remembers some winters when the snow 
‘was 0 deep thatthe school hud tobe closed for 
‘Weeks ata de, and in the spring the orast Was 
So'nard that they could walk cross-country to 
‘Senod!. 

"Art is retired now and lives in Westew 
Lodge in Rocky Mountain House, Art and Edna 














farmed a few miles north-east of Rocky Moun: 
fain House for many years 


LAKEVOLD, MR. AND MRS. OLE — by Alice 
Takevald Hersch 

Mr and Mrs, Ole Lakevold moved to Gilby 
with thetr four ehilaren, Olga, Cora, Roy and 
Alice about 1919. We setted close BY the 
‘Medicine River on NE-35:0:3.W5 

Tattended the Medicine Valley schoot and 
rode my horse to school. We ald enjoy our six 
Years at Gilby with our ood neighbors. and 
Iiends. We remember many good times We Rad 
there. ive would fishin the river, and we Rad @ 
food pateh of raspberries on our place, Many 
Deople came to pick them. 





My sister Olga married Alex Ferguson of 
Coithy and they lived across the Fiver from us 
Dad bult a footbridge across the river for us 10 
Use in geting to my sister's home, and it was 
very helpful fo us. 

‘From Gilay, mother and dad moved back to 
Provost, Aiberia, where dad had homesteaded, 
‘They continued to live there unt they passed 
away. 

‘Cora has passed away. Olga lves in Kelowna 
BG, and Roy’ lves at Kingston, Washington, 
US/A. My’ husband ‘and T ve. In Spokane, 
Washington, U'S.A. Wehave a son and beand is 
family lve in Spokane, also 


‘THE LARSEN FAMILY ~ by Martha Relrson 

Tt was in te year 10 that wey my mother, 
four brotters and myselt, left Norway — the 
thira'of May, to be exact. On the fourth we 
landed at Newcaste, England about noon, and 
arrived at Liverpool in the evening. We stayed 
there for two days. Inthe late afternoon on FH 
day, we were put onthe boat for Canada. On the 
Unt of May we landed in Quebec. We boarded the 
{tain tat same day and forfour days and alghts 
We sat-on those hard Wooden seats, unlll we 
Feached Calgary on the It. Here we changed 
tains for Lacombe, Albert, this time riding on 
tustloned seats! 

“There was no room In the hotel in Lacombe, 
‘but an old man fook us to a rooming house where 
‘we stayed unt the moming of the 19th, Aman 

















with @ team and light wagon started off tor 
‘Gilby, with us and our baggage, This transporta 
tion had been arranged by Ole Boody. as we dd 
‘ot know anyone there, and brother Bob was not 
there fo meet us. We afvived at Glfby In the eve 
hing. Gus ana Mie Sestrap had the store at that 
lime. We all nad supper and stayed overnight 
with ther. Gus brought n'a big armful of hay 
And spread ton he floor, put some blankets ver 
icvand we slept just fine, alin one big bed. Next 
rlorning, Gus sald that Bob would be hee by 10, 
tr 17o'clock, We wonderee howrhe knew that, but 
Me. Vidmark tad come and my two brothers, 
‘ohn and Halvar, went along to get brother Bo 
to tel him wo wore at Gilby. Inabout one Rour 
the three ot them came back and aad dlaner, and 
shorily affer thet Jake Amburs came with a 
Team and sragon and took us all up to Bob's 
house, We stopped at Ambur's place to mect the 
{amily ls wie and four clldren. The men were 
gathering up axes and saws to clear away Bush 
Sind trees on the tral. 

‘When we had teen at our new home for about 
three: days. Bob sald that he would take me to 
Show me were to get mile ana butter, Sowe met 
{he Lavwion family. Mrs. Lawton was hore with 
her eiularen while ir. Lawton was away work 
Ing. ‘There’ we got our mile’ and butter that 
Simmer, and learned our first English trom Bl, 
Kathy, and Mrs. Lawton, who was very kind €9 
{he children ‘Twice a week we got ent pall ot 
fresh mille "whlen. we pald for, one of skim 
‘milk, whieh she gave us 











Bob and John went out to work on the road 
‘Mr. Hunt was the boss and had hs whole family 
With him. They started work over by Leedale, of 
Wittenburg, abit was called in thote dave, They 
worked onthe road until late fal, Before they let 
‘Bob fold us what he wanted us fo do. Halvar, oF 
Hal, as we called him, was fo cut fogs forthe 
Dari enough for the walls. Hal eut them down, 
and we Kids eut the branches and took the bark 
‘tt so they eoula dry, The bark came off easly, 
4s the sap was stil running. 

Later Hatvar eut hay, using a seythe, It was 











hard work for a 16:7ea"-old-boy. He had made us 
Some hand rakes, and we raked It and stacked 
‘When the oats were nipe, Hal eut ther, als, with 
the seythe. We made bimdles and sel therm up, 
‘The nest year Hal dug e root house inthe hil for 
‘our potatoes and other garden stuf. 1 Was there 
{or many years. He also made a wheelbarrow fo 
hhaulaway tne dit. Halvar and Joh each fed 08 
A quarter of land — Hal west ef Bab's and John 
‘on the northside. They farmed together for some 
years, 

Tn i816, they started to build a new house — a 
big'ane — and had ft finshed in Maren, 190. 
‘There was lots of snow that wiater, and it laid on 
the ground for a tong time. Our mother, Anna 
Larsen, died tn 118,50 she ald not get to ive In 
the new house 

“Joun came back trom the coast ate in he fait 
ot isis He had been fishing and working at other 
obs there. ‘There was lots of fu that winter 
Some of our neighbors were very sek, and one 
fled, but we escaped the fu that time. When & 
person Went to an auction sale he was fo wear @ 
mask, oF fo Wear a nandkerchlot over his nose 
nd mouth, 

Halvar lett ome in 192, rst going to British 
Columbia, then on to Alaska, where he dled in 
Apri, 1983, from being gassed in @ mine, John 
left nome ‘ome years later, and has not been 
back: Arntleft forthe United States in te middle 
Of the twenties and was back to vii in 199, He 
fied Tater that fall. Lie let Bob's place In 192, 
first going to the prairies to work In the harvest 
land ten over to British Columbia. He now liv 
{i Prince George, B.C. He is married and has 
{Wo children 

"Bob lived on his farm untl he got sick. He 
died tn January, 1965-at T® years of age, 10 the 

cars he was farming he used only horses, He 
Had am auetion sale in 1931 and rented the farm 
after that 

















‘THE, FRANK LAWTON FAMILY — by Joan 
Maddox 

‘In 1888 Frank Lawton, « qualified carpenter 
and also a player on the "Bolton Wanderers 
ugby Team", was married to Clara Cibert, 
‘whe was parlor maid to Adkin snd Sons, the 
imillimaire tobacco people. 

‘On Maren’? 1908 they Set sail for Canada with 
\ullam, age five, Kathleen, age three and Joan, 
Aged It montns.Thels only possessions were con 
{ined in two metal trunks and a few cases, Tt 
was a rough, two-week Journey, travelling 
Seerage. All were very seasick 

‘They spent one month on a farm at 
Woodstock, Ontario, later travelling by tealn 
Lacombe, Alberta, arriving with Tocents, They 
‘ented ¢ single room over the harness makers! 
shop. Franke got work at once In the sash and 
oor factory. That summer he. came to the 
Medicine Valley and filed on the NW 3440.4. 
Daring that year they bought amllk cow, a team, 
of buckskin ponles and alight wagon, which, by 
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the spring of 1907, had been made into a covered 
‘Wagon tohold all of theln belongings. Leading the 
‘ovr behind, they started the week long trp West, 
the latter part being only trails winding along the 
highest ground. The river hed tobe forded. They 
‘made a tent of the wagon cover to liven while 
the one-room sod-rooted house was bull from 
fogs. Wien it rained, as It seemed to. do all 
stmnimer, the water would pour through the rot 
‘The canvas again was strtehed to Keep the beds 
dry. ‘The chiloren would sit on the trunks With 
ain capes and sal paper bouts onthe water as It 
Was belng swept to the gap where the floor met 
the walls. Ola Shep would come from under the 
lsble and shake Bimselt. Prank would be away 
most of the summer, bullding for farmers 
found Lacombe, Bi fall they were able to Buy 
fo more heifers 

Tn January, 1808, Allck was born, in 40-below 
‘zero weathe, with only a stall cook stove for 
heating. Frank was doctor, nurse and 
housekeeper. 

Th 1910 a 14 by 14 feet lumber shack with 
shingle root Was bought for $25 from ‘Bll 
Eurshaw, who had Romesteaded NW 3540-5, 
but was leaving his homestead, Roger was bora 
Im this house on October 7, 1810. Frank again 
‘managing alone. 

"The meat which the famlly ate consisted of 
wild ‘chckens, partridge, and rabbits. Wid 
berries provided a plentiful supply of trl forthe 
family tale. They were now ralsng the steer 
calves for oxen todo te field work, as some land 
had been cleared, Mall and supplles were got 
nce a month from Lockhart, where the most 
‘eeded groceries were sola. If was along day's 
{tip for two men and e team and wagon. They 
would carry a ehaln and spade to get the wagon 
but when it became stuck Inthe numerous 
‘Swamps. Letters trom England and the Eaton's 
Geialoge were very weleome Portions of the 

"Tn 1910 the Medicine Valley Post Ottice was 
opened on Mi. ET Wither's place. Mike Sestrap 
Dull a store at Gilby, Just ve mies away. Lite 
Was Indeed improving! Milk was strained into a 








{all can witha tap atthe bottom. After It stood al 
nigat the milk was drained out and from the 
ream bulter Was churned to be traded for 
[roceries a the Gilby Store, There was only one 
Bony fet by ths time, so the Jersey steer was 
riven with him on these trips. ‘There were 
limost seven years between the tips Mrs. Law: 
fon made. Visits to nelghbors were often only 
‘once a year! She enjoyed good reading. and kept 
Up a regular correspondence with relatives and 
{ends in England, 

Mrs. Lawton, coming trom a family of dress: 
makers, was very capable at making over the 
lothing that people had given to her. At frst by 
fend, and later with the use ot an old sewing 
‘aachine, he kept the family clothed. In 196 the 
Sd machine was replacea by a Singer treadle 
machine that is stil In use. Mrs. Lawton also 
owed and made hats for fiends, enjoying theit 
sit at the same time. They always welcomed 
Whoever came that way with a meal or even & 
bed on the flor, if needed. Mrs. Lawion acted 3 
mia.wife at several bits 

ry in 181, as there were 12 ehlldren tn the 
area between the ages of lght and 13 years, It 
‘was decided to apply tor a school. There. Was 
Yome opposition from bachelors and ose 
‘without “schoolage children, although not so 
Severe af in the Leafland district to the west 
‘where at the beginning ofthe meeting all knives, 
land guns were ordered to be put onthe table. 

"There was now a larger log house being bullt 
‘with an upstalre, The frst floor was the usual 
Fough lumber, but later’ a handplaned, with 
fongue and gréove, one was put down. Tals work 
was done in the house In winter soit Was aappy 
‘ay when the work bench, shavings, and sawdust 
ail were cleared out 

On Maren 3, 1913 Derrick was bora, again 
Frank was In charge of the birth. Other than 
olds, the family suffered no slekness through 
the years. 

‘in he speing of 913 the school that had been 
‘bul on the NW 24404175 was opened with Mr, 
Falls as teacher. Tt was quite an event for 
cilldfen who had scarcely been out of thelr on 
Yards. "The path to the school ted. through 
‘Swamps, and summer shoes were carried to 
‘be put on at school. The school board members 
Were F. Lawton, B, Withers and M. Engen. The 
Students that year were Chloe, Walter, Lester 
land Jim Ambars, Bertha Backs, Fred and An- 
Ale Bardenhagen, Lyle and Casslus Engen, 
‘Winlam, Kathleen and Joan Lawton The rate of 
assessment was eight ceats per acre. The 
Seeretary-ireasurer got 330 \ per year. The 
{eacher's salary was $40 per month, and he i 
{he fanitor work. ir, Fas taught the term 

The oxen had now been sold, a team of mares 
bought, and colts were being alsed, 80 farming 
went atte faster, 

‘On July 25, 1915 a premature baby girl was 
bora, but lived only one day. Mrs. Best, a trained 


































nurse and the only medical help for many male, 
fame on horseback to hel. 
"More settlers were coming, bridges were be 


Ing bult, and roads improved, as everyone could 
work on them to pay. the taxes. Some men 
‘worked by hand and others used a team, pulling 
‘down logs to carduray the ow places. School con 
‘certs were held at Christmas, and oceasionally 
there would be a church service in the school 
‘The only other religious training was taught {i 
the nome, 

‘Tn 815 the Lavwtons bought the NE-32-404.05, 
for $2100, They moved there for the summer to 
break more land. There was now a nice herd of 
Shorthorn eatle, Wheat and a large garden was 
‘put in. as on the higher land, they were away 
rom the frost. Hall eame when the lovely.crop 
‘Was almost ripe, cutting the yield very iow. They 
Elways fooked on the bright side, so planned for 
fanother year. Wiliam had now homesteaded NE: 
G43. Clearing and breaking Was also done 
‘ere in 192, 

‘On Apel 5, 192 tragedy struck the family, as 
Frank dled suddenly from a cerebral 
hhemormhage. The nelghbors made the casket and 
he was buried in the Gilby cemetery. Bily, not 
Yet 21 years old, with his sisters, managed the 
Harm, The work was hard, as the heavy wheat 
Bundies nad to be stooked, ton stacked to awalt 
the threshing erew which would come later Inthe 
fal 

‘A few years Inter Billy traded his land for a 
steam threshing outht, Now stook threshing was 
fone. Clara, although sil saddened by her loss, 
Kept cheerful as she watched her family growing 
Up and taking an interest in thelr friends and 
cial activ 

"The log house was enlarged, with a 
living room and bedroom above i. The st radio 
‘wae bought, and in de lee a model T Ford ear 

in 18H Kathleen married Clarence Ferguson, 
wo had bought land In the area. In 1928 Joan 
Iarried Jervel Madox and they moved to Win 
flelg, Aiberta, In 1087 Billy married Ann 
Meléod, and they moved onto the NE 3240-5, 
‘Which he hed bought, In 1940 Derrick moved onto 
the SE 244045 that had been bought trom 




















‘Bardenhagens, farming there until moving 10 
Eekrille, He was married to Dorothy Rauhela, 
‘and they have three daughters 

‘Cara now had only Alfekand Roger at home. 
‘she kept very active and interested in the 
irandehildren. She was also enjoying a nev six 
Foomed house, better car and nice clothes, that 
‘he had never forgotten how to choose and wear 
Ske would never seen at without her at and 
loves. 

‘Clara's health was falling and after a short 
itness she passed away on ay 3, 1947 

‘lick ane family, ana Roger, silive on “The 
covered Wagon Homestead", where hospitality 
Isyustas great ast was n 1806 Alek is marriea 
to the former Eileen MecTighe. 





LAWTON, WILLIAM AND ANN 
Bll bawton seas born in Kent, England, in 
100), He came fo Canada with hls parents ond 
Sisters in 1905, spending’ the. frst year in 
Lacombe were he went to schoo. In the spring 
of 197, they travelled by covered wagon to the 
omestead: the trip taking seven days. 

‘Bl, then seven, elped his mother with the 
‘chores; as his father was a carpenter and spent 
Some o€ the summer months away. The sve 
‘rood had to be eut with a buck saw and water 
‘carried from the creek nearby. 

‘Grain for seed and feed was beaten with a 
fal on a canvas, put farough an ol bed spring, 
{hen oe opal nthe wind ean the 
half out 

‘When the Medicine Valley Sehoo! was bull in 
1913, he attended for three years before leaving 
Senool to help with the farm work, In 193, De 
homesteaded NE RaL-L.WS 

"He and the family worked hard clearing and 
‘areakng the land to get thirty-five acres 80 he 
ould get the tite. His father passed away 
Suddenly in 1921 leaving him responsible 1 run 
ihe farm with the help of his sisters and younger 
brothers. 

BIll's early dream of owning a steam engine 
‘came true in 195 when he trated his land for 8 
fhreshing”outit. The whistle could be heard 
seross the Valle. 

I the early thirtles, he started a say all 
together with his brothers, whlch sawed lumber 
for many ofthe buldings between Leedale and 
Bevwile 

‘in HRT he married Ann MeL¢od of Calgary 
who was teaching in the distrlet 

“That year, the stv mill was moved to 3 
timber Limit in miles north of Rocky Mountain 
House where It was operated unt 194. Tt was 
auite an experience for Ann fo spend the winter 
{ha logging eamo. 

in the spring of 180, forest fires covered the 
area and were eat of coatrol, They removed the 
oo! fram the mall bulldlngs to save heaton the 
‘machinery. When the fire died down, they went 
ack expecting run but very ite Rad Been 


During the winter, they had hauled the 
lumber to higher land: The fie had got fo the 
lumber piles, bul the Wind had changed so non 
Was lost, The MeTigne mill nearby Wwas-a com 
Plete Toss. 

“They returned to farming near the old home 
and later owned NW TL 3-W5 and SW 541.805. 
{was fold that they moved so often that when he 
Dut the ehicken erate in he Yard the hens Would 
Bo into tt 














In 1919, @ son, Graham, was born, who 
married Jy Seats, They have two sons 

‘in November, 1950 thelr daughter Lynn 
arrived, She married Ken Wilton, isalab. techn 
‘an, and lives in Vancouver, B.C 

‘Bil tok an active interest in community af 
{airs and could always take time to recall the 
arly days In the Valley with is many fiends 
Sitnough arthritis and failing health had kept 
hm nearer home the last few years. He passed 
‘away Jenuary 16,19, 

‘Ani mow ives in Rocky Mountain House, 


LAWTON, ALICK AND ROGER 

Alek and Roger (Dodge) Lawton were born 
and raised on the old farm which thelr parents 
hhomesteades! In 1905 and where they stl ive 
‘They attended the Medicine Valley schoo! and 
Tater farmed with thelr brothers Bill and Dick 
lind thelv mother. Their father Aad passed away 
in'fo2 Thetr two sisters, Kathy and Joan, were 
‘married about this time. The farm then ‘con 
sted of a half section of land, 

‘Und about 192, the farming was done with 
horses, They both worked on te steam threshing 
‘outfit that Bill had bought In. 1826. 01890, lick 
Bought a threshing outfit an ran it with 92238 
MeCormick ‘Deering tractor which stl runs 
ood, About this time, they soldmost ofthe cattle 
‘inien were shorthorn milk stock and received 
‘thou! $110 for 38 head, They then began fo bull 
‘ipa herd of Hereford catte witha yearling bull 
‘Sought from Wrn, Brodersan at Leedale for S80 

in 1932, they starved In the sawmill business 
vvith'a mill that had formerly been owned by 
Jaber McPherson, Jullus Johnson andthe 





Northeott Bros. The mil was driven by Bill's 
Nichols and Shephard steam engine. Tals Was 
{raded on 808-P. case formerly ovmed by Hugo 
Mottus. About 1885, Bil puchased a 110 HLP, 
(Case fo drive the mit and farmers from asta as, 
{Rimbey hauled logs tobe saw. tp 1897, Umber 
Hmit was bought 29 miles north of Rocky and the 
{our brothers operated Mt togetaer unl 1940 
hllek and Dogge then sold oUt t0 Bil! and Dick 
‘Tuele mother had passed away In 397 They then 
Continued to inerease thelr cattle herd under the 
name of Lawton. Bros. Covered Wagon 
Homestead and now run about 1.000 head during 
the summer of mostly Herefords and also Keep 
About 80, horses of mainly quarter horse 
breeding, Their farm and pasture land has been 
Increased to about 20 quarter sections With ad 
tional leased pasture! 
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For several years, they trucked cattle tothe 
Ev Crock Fiat fo pasture and then had a tall 
drive fo bring them home in the fall walch took 
‘tout four days, Many Interesting experiences 
Were encountered. hauling over Corkscrew 
‘Mountain on the trunk road west of Caroline and 
Also on the fall tail drive home, 

Tn 195 Allck was married to leen McTighe 
wvno had grown up onthe eastside ofthe valle) 
Rorih of Gilay. They have one daughter, 
Lorraine, whole taking nursing in Red Deer and 
fone son, Jim, attending Eckville High School 
Eileen had previously been married fo the late 
Robt. Alexander at Duncan, B.C. and has three 
‘Mopied children John, Pat and Nan 

“Phe Lawton Bros, home has always Been 
meeting place for friends and nelghbors trom fat 
nd ear and many summer evenings. and 
‘Weekend trall rides bogia there and travel Into 
the mill country To the northwest. Dodge has 
rays been interested in horses and stl enjoys 
Isading the Bekville parade and the grand entry 
at the Eckvile Rodeo. Many’ Interesting ex 
periences are told of the early years. Some old 
Timers recall seeing what they called ghost 
Tight that fhoated around at night. Tt was first 
reported being seen about 1915 by Jack Mullarky 














who was then living on what Js now the fark. 
Smate farm. Late one night, he walked t0 2 
Spring fora paliof water some distance fromthe 
‘Rouse: when" suddeniy, he was started by a 
Strange light above him. As he returned to the 
‘Rouse it followed ubove him and then creed the 
house’ several mes before disappearing. Ap 
parenty, it as the sizeof a football and as 
een quite often fora few years around that dls 
tole, No satisfactory explanation has ever been 
sven a fo what Teas 

‘liek and Dodge Lairton have always had a 
reat deal of satisfaction in accomplishing what 
many would not attempt and thelr roots have 
‘grown very deeply into the old Coverea Wagon 
Homestead, 

‘Dodge passed away February 13, 2978 with In 
terment in the Gilby cemetery 


LAWTON, DICK AND DOROTHY 

Derrick (Dick) Lawton ané Dorothy Raukala 
were married In Rimbey on June 2, 1987, Prior 
lo thelr marriage, Dorothy had faugit schoo! in 
Rimbey"and Bluition. She was born west of 
Ponoka, where she took her early schooling and 
later attended Concordia College and U of A in 
Edmonton 

Dick was born In the Gilby District northwest 
ot Bekullie and attended the Medicine Valley 
School He later farmed veith his brothers Bi, 
Alek and Roger. Thelr father had passed away 
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ln 1901. They also ran a sawmill near home and 
later moved the mill 20 miles north of ockY 
Mountain House 

In the epring of 1840 a big fire went through 
that area, burning. out the MeTighe and 
Mebougal ils but missed the Lawton’ camp. 
large amount of logs and lumber was lost at 
fhe Merighe Mil! but about 20 000fect of Lawton 
Bros. lumber which hag been hauled there to be 
fn a summer road, fortunately was saved, The 
MeTighe family and thele crew were rapped at 
the mill and, i tte confusion, were separated, 
However, most of them escaped by a bush tall 
past MeDougal’s ill. Phllip and "Maurice 
Sretige anda few others had almost given Up 
hope of gelting out, but managed to get east 
‘through the fire to safety. Allek and Dick Lawton 
fot there about 30 o'clock at night and found the 
‘hole country on fire, But managed to get Into 
{he mil yard and bring out aman suffering 
burns and exposure. He had climbed ino a large 
Darrel of cold water unt the fire pasted. Later 
{hat might, the fire eu ofthe Toad out, Duran 
the two bridges over the Wolt Cree, so they nad 
{ovstay at the burnt ml unt they rebut the 
bridges. Two mile cows and many chickens Were 
found burnt to death where the ire caught therm 
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The next day, Constable MeMullen from Rocky 
Mountain House and Constable Christopher of 
Rimbey arrived with a seareh party to lok for 
fan oldexman named Tom Seully that was 
Fepotted tohave been caught in the fir, His body 
trae found the next day and he had died from 
bums and exposure from Iving in the cold creek 
While the fire went over. He was buried where he 
Was found buta few days later was moved fo the 
Leslieville cemetery. A book could be written of 
the Mardships and the humeur of the savrall 
days between the Woll and Beaver Creeks, 

“Atte ther marrlage, Dick and Dorothy Lav. 
fon purehased the late Dr. Coppock home In 
Eexlille and Dick took aver the Bekville Bakery 
with his nephew, Lavrence Ferguson, This was 
Uperated far nearly a year and then sold out to 
Bugene and Helen Bednara. 

During the frst few years, Dorothy went back 
to simmer senool at U of A and obtained het 
B.Ed, She continued fo leach English and drama 
In the Eexvile High School until weakened 
health whieh began sth an almost fatal attack 
ot pneumonta and pleurisy hn 1966 forced her to 
Fedhre trom active teaching during the last fet 

1964, they bullt a new home on their 
acreage by the Medicine iver adjoining the 
fortheast corner of Bekwille and moved there 
‘wiln thelr three daughters, Linda, Jane and 
{Gon where they operated a fed lo! for several 
years. 

“in 1875, Dick rented out the farm land and has 
since worked at the Bexvile Co-op Hardware, 
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ME LEAFLAND SCHOOL, DISTRICT — by 
Martha Betrsen 

in the early years there were many families 
In the Leaflana Sehoolalstriet. About F911 many 
people came into the area and took up 
homesteads. John Iversen, with afarally of three 
Ite gris, settled seross the road from Tob 
Larson's piace. Mr. and Mrs. John Vosberg and 
‘rand Mies. John Wiek came tothe distrit, but 
they did not stay very long. Iversens and Wicks 
lett for British Columbia’ to start sting for 
halloyt and cod. Mrs. Vosberg died in 1816, 30 
‘John Vosberg took his ttle daughter, Jean, and 
‘Went fo the U.S.A. to Mrs. Vosberg’s folks. The 
baby died shorty after hor mother’s deat. 

Others who lived in the Leafland district for 
some years but who have now moved aay in 
elude the Joe Wolneys, "Kingerskls, "0. E. 
Salmons, Reins, Rolfeens; Tom Cummings (at 
ft whom are now dead), Lautamuls, to mention & 
few. tr. and Mrs. Farrant have’ both passed 
Sy, thelr daughter now ives in Eekvile- Alot 
the Larsen family are gone, and Lule lives in 
Prince George, B.C. 

‘Albert Rangen came tothe district about 125, 
ar. Rangen passed away many years ago and 
the young. people have’ all left nov. OF the 
‘original oa-Hmers the Heinen family are st 
‘here. Some ofthe Reisen family are stl living 
fon the same old place but olhers of the family 
fave moved away. ME Hans Relrsen passed 
away In 191, 


The Caseys and the Allens eame inthe early 





‘80's but the Allen family has now moved away 
fn the Leslies live on the Allen's place. 

‘We had lots of bachelor nelghbors, John Izon 
‘came in 198, in 1810 Hans Reirsen found John 
‘Snderson on the raliroad and got him to take a 
homestead: Oscar Anderson cate In 1908, and 
his brotaer Andrew came from Sweden in 1813, 
They were real good neighbors. TP. Kleven 
‘ame in 191 and stayed untll he gt sick and nad 
fo'be taken awas. Then Bul Tiley gota 
homestead west of thls place. Frank Prause got 
Sek and sold his place” Charlie Wardall had 2 
homestead across from Leafland sehool, but all 
those bactclors passed away many Years 480 

‘During the eta of the Leafland School the 
teachers had to board gut. Farrants boarded 
teachers during the earlier years, but It was 
fuite a distance to walk to. school, Later, 
feachers sere able to board at the Cummings 
hhome, Caseys and allen also boarded teachers 
Some of the years. Some districts were able 10 
provide a feacherage or the teachers, whlch was 
uch better for therm 

‘A Rev. MeDonald lived close to the school and 
he wat the Secretary-Treasurer othe schoo dis: 
ftict for many years. Hans Relrsen and ME 
‘Madsen served on the school Board t the time, 
When Mr. MeDonald beeame sckly-and had (0 
lave, Mr, Stears became the Secretary. Other 
trustees who served on the boara were John 
avlamus, Osear Anderson and Mr. angen, 
‘Atter some years Hans Relrsen declined tobe of 
‘ny sehoo! board. Soon the sehoothouse and the 
‘barn were sold. The eildren in the district are 
now bussed to fon: thus, te end of the country 
Sehools 

i 1822 Gustav and Clara Relrsen started to 
setool at Leafland, Theit father Took ther 10 
School the first day ust fo see tat they got there 
fl right, ‘The tencher's name. Was. Mr. Earl 
Halpin, of Lacombe, He taught for only a short 
time betore going back to University t study’ (0 
‘become a dentist He later settled in Rimbey and 
Had his practice there. 

“In 9it four and three-quarter sections of and 
in the south-east corner of T 45.63 were In 
lu in the newly formed district of Leafland, 
‘The sehool vas bulton the south-east corner of 
‘SE TALS In 1815 and opened Just two months 
Stier the Washington Helghts school tothe 
novth-west 

The Kiengersky, Zaleski, Burns and Wolney 
children were some ofthe ones who attended the 
School from this township. Fd Ostrem served as 
trustee, Ay Lewis as chairman and Albert 
angen as secretary’ of Leafland School 

‘Robert M. Erskine a prominent plant breeder 
fn the Carlos disirie, has named his gardens on 
the SW 13, (about two miles north of the sehoo)) 
the Leaflond ‘Nurseries. He gave. the name 
Leafiand Beauty, toa hardy shrub rose 
‘eveloped {rom his cross breeding program, and 
iso gave the name toa hardy variety of appie he 
‘Seveloped 














others who taught af the Leafland schoo! in 
cluded Miss Teresa Miller, Miss Metnnon Lilla 
‘Anderson, Miss: Herman (from Sylvan Lake), 
Miss Tatteland, Mlss-Albert, Mr. Willam 
Bradshaw cyr-io28), Mr, CHE Arveock (hree 
terms), a. Willam Kireh (four terms), Mrs. 
‘Sine Lawton, Rat Hl, Mary Layton, aid Toa 
‘Bergstrom. Later there were jist supervisors, or 
sitters, The children got the lessons trom Ed. 
Inonton, Soon the Lestland school was closed and 
{Enld, as were so many othe schools in thenearby 
aisteits. 

‘There used to be a plenle atthe school each 
year; at the end of June, when school was out, 
Bnd ths was a great day for the adults as well as 
for the edren. They played b 
fd often there were ether coat 
Warious kinds 

"The Christmas concert was always another 
highllgn ofthe school year. The teachers andthe 
tlldnen worked very hard at Iso they cou pre 
Sent a successful performance. Eversbody es 
foved thelr singing, plavs and recitations, 

"But those days are gone forever! The schools, 
and even the bulldings are gone from most dis 
fete eit is for the best, of hot, 'G0 not Know. 











LEE, THOMAS AND MINNIE. — by Joan Mad- 
ox 

‘Me, and Mrs. Lee, with her daughter, Alma, 
age 18 years and soa, Jervel Maddox, 14 years 
‘id, came in the spring of 194 to homestead S.W, 
sei Ws, 

‘They. were hard-working thrifty people 
always wiling fo share their lovely arden 
‘Vegetables. He, ana later Jervel, would leave t0 
find work for as litle as one dollar a day. They 
llways had to carsy their own blankets. Mrs, Lee 
and Alma stayed home to take care of ihe 
animals. 

‘When Jervel was 154 years old he worked on 








‘farm near Eekille for fifteen dollars a mont, 
He would do the chores, then tale 8 fourhorse 
team and drive fo Anambra, There he would ext 
‘Toa of tamarae posts to bring back in the even: 
Ing. Tue cold tunch provided for lm would be 
thawed over fie whieh he bult at noon. 

‘One day Iwas 40 degrees below zero by even 
ng. The sleigh runners would stick tothe road, 
He had to leave the load as the horses were ex 
hnausted. For several days he speat his time do 
‘ng chores and also spita large pile of irewood, 

in 1819 he was in Idaho, USA. Work there 
was scarce, 0 he joined the Ualted: States 
‘Marines and had an opportunity fo see some of 
the world during the nex! two Years, BY 1922 
‘ervel had returaed to Canada ‘and took up & 
itomestead near Wintleld Alberta 

‘Mr. Lee rented his farm in 191, sol the cattle 
and moved to Vernon, British Columba for one 
year, ‘Then they Felurned to the farm end con- 
Hinued farming unt 188, when they retired to 
Eekwile. A few years later they entered the 
‘Twilight Lodge in Red Deer. Mr. Lee passed 
away’ on November 28, 1867 and Mis. Lee on 
Famiary 25, 1980 








‘LESLIE, ROY AND OLIVE 

‘In 1901 Roy and Olive Lesie bought the land 
previously owned by Warren Allen, NW 1-404 
W/and NW and SW 6.414 WS. They also bought 
tae NW ana SW 35-0-5 WS from John Koshkin in 
1865. They left Mossleigh, Alberta the spring of 
‘feb and bullts home on NW aso. WS. Although 
intending to retire they soon became 
fnthuslasticelly involved in elearing land, plant. 
‘ng erops and raising cate 

‘Olive and Roy have four children and 12 
grandchildren. Thetr son Jack and his. wife 
Carolyn, farm in partnership sith thelr parents 
Sack has been in the istrict since 1962 and owns 
Nev aid04 W5, 8.28405 WS and E1415 WS 
Where they lve. They have three boss, 

"Thelr daughter Elsie. and. husband. Bod 
Montgomery have the SE 23-14-4W and SW 17 
04 WS whieh was formerly owned by Gordon 
‘Ames. Bob works for an industrial tm, co 
trdinating the construction of plants in vaslous 
Barts of fhe country, "hey have fas returned 

2 year's stay in Alaska where Bob co 
ordinated the contruction ofa ferilizer plant 
Scaition. They have one son and Este has son 
fd daughter by a former marriage 

“Thelt daughter Janet and husband Lyle Nash 
live in High River where Lyle (s involved in the 
oil industry. They have three sons 

Their son Tom and wile Phillis ve in Ed. 
‘monton and have three children, Tom has just 
Started a trucking business. 

The Lesiles are kept very Busy with thelr 
farming operation and enjoy a host of frends 
here, and the many tHends and relatives who 
come trom the south country to enjoy the 
Seauties of thelr new homeland — where they 

"came to retire” a decade ag0 
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LIVAM, AUGUST AND ALMA 

‘Alma, second daughter of Mart and Emma 
Sestrap, grew up following her father's footsteps 
land consequentiy she was familiar with every 
‘hase of work involved in operating an eight un 
fred acre farm. In the 194s and 1820's al the 
{arm work was done with horses, and an 80 cow 
herd was alot of cattle 

“The experience she gained came in useful 
after her father dled suddenly in 1927 leaving 
‘ima the burden of operating the {arm a the age 
ot seventeen, An oder sister was attending the 
University of Alberta a younger one as stl In 
high school, and a ste-year-la brother was at 
tending the Medicine Valley Sehea, 

‘Alma Was capable of caring fo livestock and 
had had considerable experience in training and 
friving elgnt-horse outits while plowing, clea 
Ing and breaking new land, and on road bulging 
‘equipment. All fis she oid with a minimum of 
hired help (and that mostly inexperienced.) Sow: 
Ing and harvesting the crops was routine work 
sand during the winter she would haul the grain to 
fhe elevator in Eckley using a. grain tank 
‘mounted ona sleigh and pulled by a four-norse 
‘eam. This meant fending ihe horses andeeping 
them shod as wel as loading the grain from the 
bin into the grain tank by means af 8 scoop 
Shovel 

“Tn May of 1892 Alma was married to August 
Liivam, sho emigrated from Talinn, Estonia in 
106. He was a city boy, with only a limited 
Knowledge of English. He had apprenticed tn 
farming in the Steller area in the days when 
‘Wages Were fifteen dollars and board per month 
He had worked for a time in Beiist Columbia 
lumber ‘camps in the late twenties belore 
Homesteading a quarter section of land west of 
Dawson Creek. He also hauled water for a time 
{o the fown of Pouce Coupe. Finding it too dt 
feat ro start farming with no money and with 
hls limited knowledge af the English language, 
fe came to the Medicine Valley azea to try Bis 
ke theres 

When they were married they pitched a tent 
on the SW 254044.W5th, and started bulking & 
home, By iia they had managed to buld a log 
bam anda log Bouse in whlen they raised a fart 
ly of six sons end one daughter. Their family I 
cluded John, married to Violet Saar, whose 
ftlden are Lisa and Melanie August married 
Valerie Doney and their chllaren are Mark and 
‘Theodore. Helen married Stanley Johannson 
thet hligreh are Tey. Wesley, Wendy and 
Darren, George married Miriam Linden 
Der eildren are Mitchell and Rely. Harold and 
his wife, JoAnn, have a Son, Jason. Larry and 
‘Kenneth are not married 

‘From 1092 0 1977 August took an active part 
4m many community affairs, He served on the 
Medicine Valley School Board, the Adutyal 
‘Telephone Company board of directors, and the 
Eckville ‘Co-op. Store. board ‘of directors for 
twenty-five years. He was an Alberta Wheat Pool 














elegate for many yoars, and also served as a 
Unifarm delegate, 

a 1088 the Lilvam Farm won the plaque 
donated by the Imperial Bank of Canada and 
ckville Board of Trade in the "Save the Sal” 
Competition. In 1956 they were awarded second 
place in 8 National Barley Contest witha carioad 
bt malting barley of Oil variety, and in 1957 won 
first place im the same competition with another 
carload of bates. 

1h 1968 August purchased the Eckville Motors 
business, whieh he is now operating with hls son 
George. August and Alma sil are ving in the 
fowse on the farm whieh they alt Just after 
thelr marriage 


MASSEP, JOHN 

Joh Maseep homesteaded the N.W. 36-104 
‘ws about la He and hs neighbors dig a canal 
about 20 rods tong, elght fet deep, and 12 feet 
Wide in te Bend of the river. Tey put hewn logs 
to make a dam. When the gate was opened, the 
Water would turn the large boxed-in wheel, giv 
Ing him power ta run the frst saa nd gral 
fvinder in the disziet This was very slow and 
{alous, but nw the ploneers could ave lumber 
for their Hoors In the log houses 





Several years later, he was sawing lumber 
about three miles away. Asteam engine had 
ome fo supply the power. He was met one 
‘morning slomy walking and when fold he should 
fury as they had ine steam up ereplea “there 
Is ols of ime In Canada” He was a very Dig 
‘han, slow in movement and speech 

He sold hs farm to Karl Post and returned to 
Russia about 1928 





MeNULTY, MR, PATRICK — by Mary Whilier 

‘Mr. Patri MeNulty Mledon the N.W. 7-404 
Ws in 1009 or 1910, He worked out most of the 
time, For some reason he never proved up’ Als 
homestead, As far as Know he never owned any 
livestock except a cal, There was 2 hole under 

‘shack and another in the floor. When he Was, 
way the cal could go in and out. Hls shack was 
built of rough sain tamarack boards. 

‘He dd lear a few acres of land. None seems 
toknow where Mr, MeNulty came from or where 








he went. Some think he joined up in World War T 
‘and never came back. | 
‘While ne made his tome amongst us, he L 
worked out as a. cook fn fogging camps and 
Fullzead construction camps, 
He loved fo cook and would bake huge pies 
blueberry, rhubarb, evaporated apples or 


peaches. When he came f0 vist, Re always 
Brought a ple ar two 
"The Sears tamaly now live on this land, 


MEDICINE VALLEY SCHOOL HISTORY — by 
oan Maddox 

The Medicine Valley School District No. 2577 
was organized in 191 ft was decided to erect the 
Bullaing on NW-2640-4W5. A school board con- 
sisting’ of three local men administered, 
Collected taxes, hired and fired the teachers, 
paid thet salaries, andin general tok care ot ali 
the: business. of ihe. sehool, ‘The first board 
members were F. Lawion, B. Withers and 3 
Engen. 

‘Eight bundred dollars was raised through 
debentures for the purpose of erecting a frame 
School fotse and. inaning Thi sum was 
Fepayable to beater In ten equal consecutive an 
‘ual instalmenis with interest at six per cent 

“Tne school was constructed, two acres fenced 
and plowed, and classes evidently were started 
in ois, with Mr. Pallis asthe first teacher. In 
Mba barn was exeeted for Rousing eight horses 
fhat students used to tide to school. 

‘Drinking water for schoo! use In early years 
was hauled in by parents who drove childen to 
Tchool, over what were then, nothing more than 
‘ere rails through brush, timber and sloughs. 
{Even n later years inking water was aways 8 
problem. ‘The quality of water trom the wells 
fried on the school grounds was by far superior 
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water for the down-Ail slide in winter than for 
the purpose for whieh It was intended 

“The senool carried on under this administra 
{Yon unt it was, in 1887, absorbed into the Local 
Improvement’ ‘District, with business ad 


Ininistered by the Laconibe Munleipal District 
With the centralized senool It became necessary 
{establish a bus route to convey the pupils (0 





and from school. This at tist proved tobe a dt 
ficult task, ut with improved roads and snow 
removal equipment, It has become an accepted 
fact that eany seilers could not even have 
dreamed of. The only hardship has been the 
Steady Increase in taxes (0 cover the cost of 
Digger and better bullaings and the cost of better 
Teaching staf and supplies. 

‘In 1865 the old school house was auetloned oft 
and purenased by Dr. Spers and moved 10416 
Southeast of Bckville and Is at present belng 
‘sed as a residence, 

“In reading the old minutes one notes an odd 
coincidence. Frank Lawton’s name is he first 
{he mlmutes of 1911 and the final meeting of the 
‘School board was adjourned by his son, Derrick 
Eawton, in April, 1988 

"Teachers who taught through the years atthe 
Medicine. Valley School include: Mir- Falls, 
{sis 1914, aise Helen Lochart, Mrs. Urety Miss 
Ele Story, 1916, Miss Bessle Buchan, Ist? Mr 
Egan, Mrs, Taylor, ‘Mr. MeDonald, ‘Mrs. 
Lawrence, itr. Wm, Frame, 1919; Mise Olga 
Lakevald” Mr. Wm.’ Frame,’ 1921, Mr. Cote, 
Miss’ Haitie Doobs, 1922-1024) Mrs. Levors 
Graham, 19241977, ise Sophia Tipman, 1927 
‘ib; Mlis MeFaridne, 1928 1890; irs. Raymond 
Lewis, 1980-1932, Bflss. Tipman, 1982 1934 
Edward Tipman (Sub), fis Selma Pykalainen, 
19041895; Mr, Ado Tipman, 1996900; Mr. Ai 
White, 1837-160; ‘Mrs, ML Nelson, 1901082; 
‘Mrs. Anne Lawton, 18s; Mrs, G. MéCann, 1902 
AMS; Mz. Billy Nl, summer of 1943," Mes, 
Watson, i9i818i4: Mrs. Edna Anderson, 194 
1915, Mr, W. Kireh, i94947; Mise Gladys 
Jobnson’ (supervisor) 19871948, ‘Mr Gordon 
Gibson, 1818" Mrs, Edna Von Holland, 186 
M50; Mrs. Don Ross, 1990; Me, E. Lowe, 180 
$51; Mr. and Mrs. G. Gibson, 1951-1853 and Mrs 
‘Mary Stebin, 19531985. 





MEDICINE VALLEY, N.E. 2840-45 — by 
Mary E. Whillier 

“This land Was homesteaded by John Wlek, in 
the 1810-813 era. The family put ap avery well 
Dull log house and barn. The latter fs stl i use, 
‘he wick family ld not stay many years inthe 

Th 1914, the M, Gant family spent the winter in 
‘nese buldings betore leaving for the U.S.A 

1 1020, and Mrs, Frank Nugent bought the 
farm, where they lived until 1825, ten moved To 
the Leedale alsrte. 

‘in 198 Mr- ait Jackson and daughter Tima 
‘moved in. They had former ived south of Wood 








Take (Gabel Lake), where Mrs. Jackson had 
passed away 
In 1929 Mr. Jackson became very ll, He 





passed away In January of 1891. Tima sold the 
atte and_goods and went out fo work. She 
‘married Ben Plestead and moved to Calgary 
Tn Mareh of the same year Mr, and Mrs J 
Whillier moved onto tls place, were thelr fest 
Son was born. That fall the land was sald to Bd. 





Frank Anderson, Mr. Anderson had worked at 
allroad consruction inthe U.S.A. Inthe earlier 
‘ays, He had returned to his native Sweden, 
{married and raised a family. Then with his so, 
Evart, he came to this district, In 1805 Evart took 
ver the farm and Afr. Anderson returned to 
Sweden to live out his remaining years. In 1837 
Evart sold to Mr, Wiliam Rourke of Calgary 
find moved to Red Deer. He worked and made his 
home there for many years. He retired in 1877 
tnd now resides In Beatle. 

‘Mie Rourke never lived on this land, but 
rented It out, During the winter of 1957-38, 
Gharile Jotnson and William Lilkala Tented the 
buildings while they carried on logeing and 
Suupmnil operation on the Waller lan. 

iin i949 tr and Mrs, Nugent bought the farm 
again, where they lived unt they sold tothe Fan 
‘SEpajcher family who are the present owners. 


{THE VALLEY — by Mary Whiter 

"We stopped our ear beside the Toad and got 
fut, We were on top of the. Medicine Hill on 
Tighway 5, The view before us was beautiful 
‘wide, ferile and prosperous valley. I was ten 
Inltes before the road vanished over the Blue 
Berry ilo the west and as far as the eye could 
see north and south. 

industry was mixed wh the wonderful farm 
land as numerous farms and gas plants dotted 
the landscape, Good black-top and'gravel roads 
made a nef work between the well kept farms. 

“vas just at dos, wth the last ray of the 
setting sun turning the jagged peaks of the dis: 
fant Rockies to the south west fo gold and erm 
Son, AS the light faded {he lights of Eckville 
Started to come on. Then lights at the gas plants, 
[As we looked over the valley the mereury Ights 
‘came on in a mystical of farm yards. Tt was a 
Srondesful sight the Valley of Home 

"in 1810, my father stood inthis seit-same spot 
‘and looked west. The terrain was the same, Bul 
fhe stood on narrow rutied (all, which wound 
‘down the hill searching for the easiest grade 
‘Then, across the valley, folowing the highest 
round fo avoid pot Holes and. swamps. 
amlshed over the western hills as only cut line. 

"Tne land in between was a mixture of spruce, 
poplar and willows with few open prairie areas, 
Rnd the hard earned small fields of 
homesteaders shoving up like patches on a 
‘multreolorea quilt. He started slowly down the 
hl toward his "Homestead ana Happiness” and 
hardships 
EARLY SPORTS 

Baseball and making and learning to walk on 
stilts were some of the suramer recreations 

in winter, they) made skis by sawing. them 
from a bent tamarack ree. They were kept soak 
{ng in the range reservar, then attached to the 
‘open beam in the low celling to get a perfect 
‘bend. A strap was tacked on, This had to bere 
‘done quite often, It was @ relief to the household 
when the snow melted 























Staves from wooden barrels with the end 
pointed served very ell, foo. Tt was quite usual 
Togo over the hills fora Tong moonlight ke 

Tamarack also was used for very well built 
hand sleiens. Heavy tn or stel on the runners a 
braided binder twine fora rope 

ce was cleared on the Medicine River. The 
young people gathered on Sunday afternoon oF 
Evening in the moonlight to enjoy themselves 
‘round 2 big fire, 


MEMORIES OF THE MEDICINE RIVER 
VALLEY — by Virgina Miller Krispin 

We, my mother, two sisters, my brother and 
myself, arrived in the valley in July, 122, at 
LHesfovti, We were totally unprepared for the 
Tuggedness ofthe territory, as my two Brothers 
‘hho had gone north in he spring failed to give Us 
‘any detals, 

‘our future nome turned out tobe a rustic log 
‘cabin set some astance back from the Toad and 
Strrounded by huge trees, I had lbeen poorly 
Keptand there warmich work tobe done twas 
‘ery inadequate for seven people, but we set out 
{0 make tr do. 

Werpitched a tent by the house and by placing 
the springs over to large logs and the mat 
{esses om the springs we hada lovely culside 
DDedroom forthe summer. am sure thatthe rest 
‘ofthe family dia not share my’ eathusiasm, Dut fo 
ime it was a great adventure. One great change 
tras learning to bake and hea, using Wood tn 
‘Head of coal. Our cooking survived as we 
earned tose dry wood forthe rst layer in the 
stove fo get the fire geg, with green Wood ontop 
tovhold the fire. I fook about (wo weeks for my 
‘brother ana using an axe and cross-cut sav, f0 
fut down a year's supply of firewood. This was 
‘Sone during the winter asthe logs were loaded on 
Sleigh runners, then secured with logging chalns 
tobe mauled home, 

(Gurs was a community of mixed farming, and 
after a devastating hall storm, when you stood 
land watched the summer's work belng washed 
‘oven gullles, Iwas good o have something else 
‘on witch t0\fall back. We fook eream to the 
Creamery In Eckville every week and this served, 
‘Ss our grocery money 

he people were very frlendly and easy to 
now. Our nearest neighbors were the Lawton 
{amlly and we became good friends. 

‘Pastime for ihe young people was going to 
ances, both neat and far away. Transportation 
in the area was by horses and bugey. People 
drove for miles to attend dances whieh were held 
in school houses or dance halls inthe vicinity. 
Music for these events was furnished by anyone 
Who cout play, and they would take turns play 
Ings that everyone had a chance to enjoy dane. 
Ing. On Sunday afternoons a group of the men 
‘would get together and play baseball, and we 
‘enjoyed watching the games, 

{iy favorite pastime was riding horseback. It 
was wonderful fo have mes of open land and be 














ale o roam free. enjoyed riding through small 
‘losrings which were flea with wild roses an I 
‘am glad that the wild Tose {s emblematle of 
‘Alberta 

"Wild raspberries and strawberries were plen 
tutu and in the fall there Were bluebersies 
lek. 

‘Our fist post office address was Leafland, 
leh was oma Rouse inthe area to Which the 
mall was delivered and you picked It up there. 
‘Then we moved fo farin near Gity, adjoining 
the Bardenhagen bomestead. Gby was 2 Very 
‘Small place consisting ofa general store and post 
tifice combined, and two small bulldings. Our 
next move was to Bekvlle, and after spenaing 
bout a year there fle 6 go to Toledo, Onio, 
Usa. 

My memories of Medicine River Valley are 
‘mostly pleasant and happy ones, so much so that 
the unpleasant ones nave faded with the passing 
years, 


MOTTUS, DR. EDWARD H. 

‘From ’a news item released by the public 
‘elations department of Monsanto, and datelined 
St, Louls, Missourl, December 6, i871 comes the 
following information. 

‘Dr, Edward H Mottus, a sclence fellow with 
the corporate research department, Monsanto 
Company, has been appointed to the position of 
Senior sclonce fellow in recognition a his sign: 
‘cant contributlons In polymerization catalysis 
fecnnoiogy. 

Monsanio developed the titles of science 
fellow, senlor science fellow and distinguished 
Selence fellow to recognize superior con- 
tributions made by is selenite personnel. Ths 
Savancement plan for key sclemtfie personnel 
makes it possbble for individuals to advance in 
the organlastion through thelr scontfle ot 
Technological work rather than through tn 
‘reared administrative responsibil. 

"This is Dr. Mottus's second step inthe sclen- 
tite advancement plan. "Since his appointment 
to the positon of sclence fellow in 982, Dr. Mot 
tis hae continued to demonstrate exceptional 
Corpeenge nis special eld of polymerization 
eatalysts. 

‘A native of Eckvile, Alberta, Canada, Dr. 
Mottus received a's. degree in chemistry trom 
the University of Alberta In 199 and a PhD. 
‘degree In ongante chemistry from the Unlversity 
of lines tn 1952. He also served as a post 
‘doctoral Fellow with the National Researeh 
Council of Canada, Ottawa, trom 1882 to 183 

‘Dr. Mottus Joined Monsanto In 1950 as a 
‘chemist with the former central research 
Separtment in Dayton, Ohio. In 1961 he trans 
ferred to the former research and engineering 
‘vison in St, Lous, From 1962 f0 1965, De Mot 
{us served as_a Teseareh spectalst with that 
Separtment and in 1985 he was appointed 2 
Senor researeh specialist in corporate research 
Recent work by Dr. Mottus has led to new 








wr 


catalyst systems for polyethylene which are the 
Stijet of several Istued and pending patents, 
His latest work, Involving copolymers designed 
{or outstanding barrier properties for food and 
Beverage packaging, has been innovative, 
productive and af direct use te Monsanto. 

‘Drs Mottus llves with his wife, the former 
Ruby’ Landy and his three etldren, 


OREM, MR. AND MRS. 0.'T. — by Thelma 
Enea 

Mr. and Mrs. 0. 7. Norem came to Medicine 
valley irom Wyadamere, North Dakota, U.S.A. 
In 139, bringing wth tom thelr large family 
They settled on and farmed Ne $4-44WS where 
{he old home stil stands, Tals land is now owned 
by John Lilvam. ‘They shipped in thelr 
possessions which included the frst herd. of 
FPogistered Polled Hereford cattle {0 be Brought 
io'tls part of the country. 

Ms, Novem will be best remembered for 
bringing man’ new setlers to Medicine Valley 
tnd tne surrounding area by selling realestate 
He also served ag secretary-treasurer of the 
Medicine Valley sehool strict for some years. 

‘Mr and Mrs, Norem sold out and moved to 
tne Calgary area in 1821. They and thelr sons, 
Roy, Amos, Ingvald, Alfred and Olat have ali 
‘passed away. Sons Howard and Morris five i 
Calgary and daughters, Blen (Mrs, E. Brandt) 
lives. in Albuguerque, New Mexico, US.A. 
‘lice, (Miss. He Lelmeber) lives in’ Calgary 
‘Thelma (hrs. A. Lucas) lives in Drayton Valley, 
find Ruth lives in Red Deer 


CLARA DYRLAND NOREM — by Ruth Dobbs 
‘Clara: married Anos Norem in September, 
18 at the Dyrland home. They then resided at 








Provost and moved to Medicine Valley in 1821 
Here they lived on the Harding place for eight 
‘ears. Tey moved to Rimbey fn the fall of 897 
Where they purchased a farm two miles east and 
{wo mlles north of Rimbey. Oa tals farm they 
bulla new house. They had ovo children. Their 
auger Elaine was bara in 1999 and son Stanley 
Was born in 196, Flaine married Thomas Barker 
bf Syivan Lake in 1858, Thels three children are 
Deanna, bom in 196), Travis, born In 1963 and 
Chery, born in 1877. They ail reside at Sylvan 
Take. Stanley lives in Red Deer. 

"Amos and Clara Norem sold thelt farm at 
Rimbey and retired (9 Red Deer In 1956. Amos 
passed aay in May, 1996 and Clara st resides 
ned Deer 











GUSTAV NYGAARD — by mma (Jansson) 
Nygard 

‘Gust emigrated to Canada trom Drammen, 
Norway, i April, 192 atthe age of eight years 
‘wlth is mother, two brothers and four sisters 
‘They came to Ponoka, Alberta and settled inthe 
Asker distrlt for awhile. They then moved out 
Of the Bekele istrict in 803 in 18 the famally 
tived ih Calgary for a short time 

‘Atte age of 14, Gust went out tothe prairies 
around Sibbald ‘and Loverna to. work for 
{Grmers, Farm tages weren't much af that ime 
‘Sonly $20. a month. He worked for four years, 
‘Then he came back io the Beeville distrit and 
‘worked for diferent farmers. 

11828 Gust purchased a quarter of Canadian 
Pacific Ralway land, NE 2540-45, three alles 
West of Gilby, and started fo farm. 

Tn December 188, Gust and Emma Jansson 
were marsied In Lacombe, alberta, and settled 
flown to farming. it was quite a hard time to 
fake # ving onthe farm inthe thirties, Farm 
produce was hot Worth much. Ia the spring of 
132, Weaner plas brought $L.50 each and that 
same fall 2i0-pound pigs brought $2.00 each, 
Wheat and oats were very eneap, too. Good 
Garnet wheat was 22/8 bushel and oats around, 
Sea bushel, Eggs would bring 10 «dozen, a five 
gallon ean of eream sold for$L50, We had fo doa 
{it of work for very ile return. ‘The cost of 
farming was not as gh, as we farmed with 
horses for the first 12 years, This was Gusts 
‘main hobby, as he just loved horses. He always 
kell f0 buy? trade and break norses for harness 
and rang. We bought our fst tractor In 1902 

‘i 199h our son, Ernest, was born. He married 
Darlene Goforth In 1080. They have four 
ehlldren, two boy's and two girls. They live at 
Sedgwick, Alber. There Ernest is employed by 
‘Atlantle enteld in oll work, 

Tn 1840 our daughter, Elsie, was born, She 
became Mrs. Melvin Saurela in 858. They nave 
three children, two giris and one boy. They ive 
fine miles north of Rocky Mountain House 
Metvin works on construetlon, and Elle works 
at the Credit Union in Rocky Mountain House 

oth of our children had most of thelr Seho0: 








ing at the Medicine Valley School. Fisie had 
three! years. schooling In Eckvilie, as the 
Medieste Valley School was closed and in Tune, 
4955 the cldren were bussed to Bekvile 

In Id we sold the Canadian Pacific Railway 
land to Martin Engen and we moved fo our other 
(quarter three miles west, NW 210-4 WS. There 
‘fe farmed until 1961, We then sold cur farm fo 
‘Alvin Feaderson, and moved to Eckvile, Gust 
‘worked for a machinery dealer, Chester Kasha, 
for eg years unt he Fetlved ia the fall of 1970. 


SWEN AND SIGEID OSBERG AND FAMILY 
“by sylvia Le Blane 

[Bad ame from Sweden in 1910, and worked in 
[British Columbla as a logger unt 102, when Ne 
came to Alberta, He and Gust Peterson started 
farming iogetner in tne Newlands District After 
he married Sigrid Skretting they moved to a 
farm a half mile east of Pearsons. There dad 
‘worked very hard on bis irrigated farm unt the 
Tate 0's, then, because of mother's health, they 
‘moved north to Bekville in 1949, They lived here 
{or several years. Things were not always easy 
‘when they lived in the Newlands area, as mother 
had asthina, They raised 10 children, but mother 
Stl found time to bea very active member ofthe 
Newlands Ladies’ Club 

1, Siva, was the oldest chil. I married Bd 
Bahler, and we have two sons. Gary married 
Irene Slodkoorakt and they live in Plolure Butte, 
Alberta, ‘Brian. marvied. Belinda “Gunderson 
{hey live on a farm east of Pleture Butte. 1am 
how Mrs. Leo Le Blane. 

‘Arthur married Dorothy Parsneau of Moose 
Jaw, Saskatchewan, and they now ive on a fare 
at Alle Tnele seven children are Janice, Joanne, 
David, Susan, Sonja, Terry and Barbara 

Florence married Wallace Fritz. Th 
for'a time inthe Newlands Diseet, but 
Ling in Letubridge. They have five children — 
Darryl, Derrick, Wendy, Darcy and Darren 

Taurence married Ethel Andrews. They live 
fn Okotoks while Re works In Calgary, com 
‘muting Yo his $08. They Rave four sons, Denals, 
Grant, Donald, and Gregory, 

Margaret married. NéWion Houston of 
Eokvlle and they have four ehlldren: Douglas, 
Linda, Keith, and Sandra, ‘They all Ive In 
Calgary. 

Ray married Elma Egeland of Vauxhall 
‘They live in Picture Butte with thelr {Wo 
daughters, Luanne and Wanda 

Hay's (win sister, Pay, marzied Bll) Moore 
He was a barber. He passed away in 19%, ater & 
{ong iliness. Fay works at the General Hospital 
In'Calgary- They had three children: Sherry, 
Dale aid Kim. 

Robert married Diane Else of Calgary. He 
attended university and gota degree and is now 
feaching at Okotoks. ‘Thelr home Is In Fgh 
River, They have four children, Bradley, Scott, 
ols, and Fracy, 

‘Gary married Lorna Park; he is an eletr 





















lan and very interested in hockey and basket 
ball Ther six children are Duane, Perry, Bras, 
Kevin, Leanne and Cindy 

Donna, the youngest of the family of 10 
cilaren, married Donald Erdmann of Calgary 
Donna works in a bank and Don s-a chartered 
scounlant. They have a daughter, Brenda, 

‘We think our parents raised & great family, 
‘though both have now passed away dad in 199) 
fand mom in 1980, 








DANCE TUNES AND FASIN 








'n the 1880's Twas too young to go to public 
dances but I remember hesring about house pa 
fies trom my classmates, It was witha feeling of 
Togeliness that T listened to my school friends 
falling apd laughing about what fun they hed 
had at a Saturday night house party. Lite did T 
Fealize unt T was touch older that the party 
Probably al the home of one oftheir numerous 
Felatives — for Twas the child of late marriage 
fand had no young relatives. Out in the cloak 
‘oom on rainy” nan-Rours my” school trends 
Taught me to dance the sehotische to the hum 
Tnlng ofthe other gies: Popular tunes seemed fo 
be "Down by the Canebrake, Close by the Mil", 
Bnd waltz tunes like "Red River Valley” and 
"Springtime in the Rockies.” I would listen 12 
tne ite gins telling who was courting who, and 
Where tere would be a bridal shower, How 
Aeliclously romantic twas fo my childish mind! 

‘Every summer, It seemed to me, he Art 
Garbutts had '@ day-long’ plenle out in their 
hayfled, beside tke Medicine River. Mfr. Garbutt 
had built footbridge high across the river 10 
fet {rom his tree-shaded use to bis mailbox, 
About ‘one-fourth ralle away. ‘That foot ridge 
was a teal work of art, or "Art", and imagina 
tion (of which Mr. Garbutt was not lacking, 
‘Made of thin, supple poplar boughs, it rested on 
Wooden supports and hung swaying inthe, 
had lit shove the dark water. he tik 
fing’ and baboling of lite rapide over slippery 
flat rocks reached our ears as we cautiously 
‘made our way over the bridge 

‘Aller a day of ball games and races we all 
went home for “chores.” Then, somehow, Mam 
tha and Daddy decided that 1'coula come back 
With Daday to my frst grown-up party, which 
Was tbe etd af the Garbutt nome that ight. So, 
Wearing my beaulifal crganay (trom Eatons) 
Gress, we left Mamma Behind with my Tittle 
Drotners and walked back the one-halt mile dus: 
{ty road, through evening shadows, carrying our 
‘rusty coaLoll lantern. Firefies danced and the 
ver murmured softly as we climbed the river 
Bank. Yellow lighted windows and jolly volees 
‘mixed with oldtime fiddle and mouth organ 
‘use ached us. The ooms were full f people 
tall ages, Some young men had brought girs by 
‘eam and buggy trom the distriet west of us. T 
Watched trom the bedroom door as the prety 

























































young “flappers” giggled and smoothed down 
Inet sek obs” or heated the eurling iron 
touch up a windblown “spit-cur? One dark and 
attractive gir alays glows in my memory. She 
Wore esearlet erepe formal, rulfed around her 
Snkles and with atash fied in he back. Our 10 
Fashions are very similar 

Some couples played whist while others 
stood walling to ddnee to ou inal scans 
Somehow one of ry gl fends persuaded her 
dir brother to ask me fora dance. was twelve 
‘ears od at he fime and this waste st ime T 
had ever danced ata house party. could hardly 
Ueleve ft asT shyly stumbled sround! What a 
Patient and polite oy hewas! How was 110 know 
What fum we'd all have in four or five Years 
dancing at our local Gilby Hall! 


PETERSON, ED — by Mary Whillicr 

Mr. Edward Peterson came to the Medicine 
Valley from Devil's Lake, North Dakota, 
Soruciime prior to 110, He setiied on the SW. 
bets 

ls’ house was a one-room, oneslope-root 
shack. He had found six trees, in two parallel 
lines, and nad buts house around these with 
tree for each comer and one in the center ofeach 
Tong wall. This was fine Until there was a eal 
heavy wind, whieh nearly shook the place down, 
then the tree tops were cut oft well above the 
root 





‘He never married, but was a good friend and 
neighbor, One of the most pleasant memories of 
hin, was his sugar umps. Ne eal ever came 
his place without being treated to sugar lumps. 
th 190 after a lengthy ness, ne passed away 
Jn the Red Deor hosplial. M. Gant bought the 
and. tn 1883 he sold t fo Reg. While, who 
cleared all bul ten acres left for awind break. 
Tn 1914 It as old fo Gene and Lorre Sears 











PRAUSE, FRANK 

rank Prause came from Minnesota, US.A. 
to Lacombe, where he worked for some tm. Is 
4816, he fed on the NW 42-404. 

He was a thrifty, hard working man of Ger 
rman descent and farmed with oxen. 

"in J818, he Beeame Il with cancer and held an 
ution sate, Frank Lawton bought the farm for 
$2000." He returmed to Minnesota, taking 
Treatments in Rochester, passing away years 

‘Lawton Brothers now own the land 


‘THE PREGODA FAMILY—E 13-0-.W5 

1, Fea Pregoda, was born in Edmonton, 
December 1, 1815 and at the age of three moved 
tothe Lavesta dstiet,(Rimbey) where spent 
mart of my growing up years and got my eduea 
ton 

Th the fall of 1945 T bought one quarter of land 
from the late Thomas Gardner, for the sum of 
‘$218, $1020 cash and S100 spread over 10 years 
Two years later Lbought another quarter trem 
the late Bert Westlake for the sum of $1300 cash, 
‘There were no bulldings, no wells and only some 
wires hanging on the brush for fences. ‘There 
Were about 40 acres broken on the hallsecton 
tnd in the time we were there We cleared and 
troke 10 acres 

‘in 1882, T married Joan Philips of Sleepy 
valley area and from this marriage there were 
bora inree children, two boys and one girl. When 
the oldest boy was about school age we decided 
fomove some place closer to school, as we were 
ton the outside boundary from the nearest 


Schools. Inthe fall of 158 we sold our land in 
LLeedale fo the late Ole Rushfelat for $8000 cash 
land through out good friend, tne late Chester 
‘Kasha, found the holdings we now have, whieh 
‘originally belonged to Ms. James Simmons 





“This summer of 1977 we hada vist from Mrs 
‘simmons, She wanted to see the old place and 
take some plctures. She informed us that one of 
her bables was buried in our yard. She Ives bt 
Hardin, Montana and is 75 Years oh, The Sirs 


mong left in the early 3's and the land was 
pporenssed by the late Carson. Bardenhagens 
From whom we acquired I. We have cleared and 
‘pat under cultivation another 100 acres since we 
Same here and made otter Improvements 25 
wel, 

The wife and T are now retired and our 
‘youngest son, Kelth, has the land. Our eldest son, 
Daniel, has’ the ofiginal Herman Lapp land 
whlch is five miles east of us, We can see him 
‘working in the feld from our iving-roor win 
ove, wth binoculars, on a clear day 

‘Dan is married to Carol Solberg of Bentley 
district and they have two children, Eldon and 
Cory. They lost an infant son. 

‘Our daughter, Shirley, is inher frst year of 
College, taking nursing 

'We have enjoyed retsonably good health and 
‘he land has been good tous. We hope to have a 
{ow more years to enjoy our retirement on the 
farm, where we have reserved the residence and 
arden spot 


RECHY, JOHN — by Joan Maddox 

Mr. Joh Rechy came from Lacombe about 
1goh and fled on the Nob, 94404.W5. He 
Cleared and farmed the lana with oxen. He Was 8 
bachelor and a wonderful fiend. to all the 
Settlers, He ad bull avery small lumber shack, 
the tar paper siding being held on with lathe. It 
was just large enough for a single bunk, a table 
Und 2 cook stove 

‘One day he asked Mrs, Lawton how she liked 
homesteading, and as there was no golng back 
foaditeren fe she sald twas wonderful. John 
Feplied that st must have been a terrible place 
‘where ste came from? 

‘Shout 112 he sold to Mr. Burton and returned 
to Lacombe. Mr. Randler was the next owner, 
‘Wao came irom Tacoma, Washington, U.S.A. 
With hs wite and son, Howard. They brought eat. 
tie and horses with them, He hada lovely fear of 
Griving horse, a cutter, Whip ne socket, and 
‘Sheavy lap robe lined with red 

The first car in the area Was seen at thelr 
place. After a few years they returned to 
Washington, selling aut to Mr Gerlinger of 
Lpedale. about the time the Randlers left ball, 
of ligt was seen It appeared to be on the large 
{gate post, Other times it was soem in the swamp 
Sr along the creek that ran through the farm. Tt 
‘was named “Rendler's Ghost” and continued 10 
be seen for many years, 

Though te ear this farm changed owners 
a number of times. Mr. Gerllnger had the lan 
farmed by Harry Berry. The Berry's first 
faughter was born there, and the DIrh Was 
attended by Mrs. Lawton. 

‘in 1918 Mr. and drs, Jacob Lawrence bought 
the lana from Gerlinger. Mrs, Lawrence taught 
the Medicine Valey schoo for to terms. In 1920 
their daughter Hazel was bora, andin that same 
{year they sold ott fo Leo Zales, who i 1928 sold 
Wo Hank Bezanson 








Eagar Smale bought the farm from Mr. 
‘Bezanson tn 1934 ana farmed i ntl ls death in 
41973, His son Mark now farms and lives on the 
lan. 


‘THE HANS REIRSON FAMILY — by Martha 
Reirson 

Hans Relrson lott Norway for North Dakota, 
USA. in 180 In the fall of 1908 he came 10 
Lacombe, alberta and took a homestead. He 
worked for an elderly couple that winter andthe 
ext spring he came out fo the homestead to it 
fogs and bulld-a shack, Bab and Jobn Larson 
came gut at the same time, as they had fed on 
land, foo, It was necessary’ fo clear land and to 
get some land broken as well as bulld the neces 
Siry bulldiags. The breaking of the frst acres 
had to hired, as the Bomesteaders aid not have 
enough money tobuy horses, as horses were high 
priced in those’ days. Jack Amburs broke the 
First few acres, 

‘in 1812 Hans bought a team of horses trom 
‘Roy Holsey and one from Bl Shoup and started 
Tobreak up land for neighbors a thfee dollars an 
acre, Hans proved up of hs land a this ime, got 
his citizenship papers, and took a Joan to finish 
hls ‘new house that he had started the year 
before. 1913 he married me (Martha) Larson 
and the next year we had our first-born, Gusta, 





Sci te mame ta 


In 1915 a daughter, Clara, was born. Louls was 
born in 197 and died In 1028, being nearly ain 
years of age. Reldar was bora i the fall of 818, 
ohn in 1901 and Herman in 23 Harry was bork 
in 1925 and died in 190, at four years of age. 
Allan was born in 198, bert in 198, Judith in 
499, Lloyd tn 1994, ana Joyce in 1898. Joyce 
‘assed away’ in 184i at the age of eight years 
The Ida's brought hard times for sy as for 
everybody else. We got eight cents for bitterfat 
in shipping cream, and eggs were four cents 2 
‘dozen, However we didnot sell eggs at that price 
re lust fed them to the ealves. Hans and the 
‘boys were farming with horses for many” years, 
Ih ihe 19205 8 disease came and atficted the 





horses. Good horses got sick and lingered on for 
Awhile and then dled. We ost qulte a few and our 
neighbors did, to. 

In 1023 we had a set-back. We had a very nice 
wheal erop on the south quarter. There were ix 
Dig stakes of it, but one alght they burned fo the 
ground, Hans felt very badly about it — even 
thought about selling everything and leaving, but 
tnally' decided to stay. tn 2804 or 1965 we had 
another fire, Lightning struck the pig-brooder 
‘Rouse. and ‘led the sow and Youn pigs. It 
appended in the evening while some feiends 
‘were visiting. Everybody went out to fight the 
Hire ana got soaking wet {rom the rain. Otter 
helghbors sav the fre ana came fo hep, io, but 
they could not de much withthe burning brooder 
house. However they dla save the bulling close 
fo lt where the feed and hammermalll were 
Stored They carried water and-splashediton the 
walls and root 


aa 


In the eater years, before we started to use 
coal, they hauled & big ple of wood to be sarved 
4p for the cookstove and heater, and it kept us 
‘arm, Itaid not eost much except forthe work 
‘The man who sawed i got some pay, but fr the 
rest of ie crew you just changed work with yout 
Aelghbors and helped them back. They cut the 
logs for wood in the fal after harvest and hauled 
rome when the stow came 

Tn those days when someone died the 
neighbors went Yonether and dug the grave and 
Satter the burial they all ook a hand and covered 
fhe grave aga, Funeral were held at the home, 
Even some atthe cofins were home-made, and 
‘ware Very nee, to, The Larson brothers made 
Some, with the help of sd Pederson and Charlie 
Wardall. Times have changed, and this 1s not 
Aone any more 














‘THE ROLYSEN FAMILY—by Family Members 
‘olf Rolisen came from Norway to Canada in 
1908, locating in Calgary. Two years later he was 














Joined by his wife, Marte, and three children, 
‘Bm, Connie, and award. The family zemalned 
bout two months in Calgary, and then came tO 
the area northwest of Gilby, where Mr. Roltsen 
cquized s homestead, The family lived whit 
John Anderson while Mir. Rosen, alded by the 
‘elghbors, bull a nouse on his homestead. 

{in the spring of 13 the settlers In the com- 
unity felt the need of better mall service, wilh 
the result that «post offic was established in the 
Roifsen home. Because this was in a wooded 
‘rea, and the leaves were so mumerous and 50 
DDeauiful, Ms, Rolfsen named the post ofice 
"Leafland.” Victor Mattson had the Contract 9 
bring the mall from Gilby tothe Leafland poste. 
fee. This mail service was continued unl the 
Rolisen family moved to @ location just a mile 
‘anda hall east of Gy. Tals location stl, 
Folerted {0 a8 "The Rolisen Corner." 

During the time spent on the’ homestead 
Ralph, Norman and Maria ere born. Edward, 
At thea of 18 Years, was killed In an aceldent 
faused by avun away iam. In 19290. and Mrs, 
folfsen, with the tree younger ehilaren, moved 
{o'a faim near Bluffton, alberta, where they 
Tived uni 1940, when they moved to Rimbey for 
{heir retirement. Me, Rolisen passed away 
June, 194, and ta 1888 Mrs, Rollsen and Martin 
moved to Vancouver Island, B.C. Mrs. Rasen 
lived in Nanaimo until her death in February, 
18. Both she and ME. Ralfsen were buried in the 
Gilby cemetery 

Ti Emil went to British Columbla where 
he Worked for a year in the mines before gong to 
the United States. Here he spent about 10 years 
‘Working In the woods in Oregon and Colorado, 
‘and four years in Callforla. fle was married tn 
{800 to Velma Wilson, of lawlelgh, California, 
Following thelr marrlage, Emil and Veima spent 
six years at Anchorage, Alaska, where Ell was 
{foreman for the elty of Anchorage for ve years. 
‘They returned to Alberta in 1945 and spent the 
text two years.on a farm near Rimbey before 
‘Emnll again heeded the call o the west, and they 
located in Westminster, B.C. Here he spent 24 
years as the owner and operator of coffe shop 
[End pool all, In 1972 Emil returned to eke 
for fetirement His wife, Velma, had. passed 
‘way in Mareh, 1969 and was burled In Callfor- 
na, 

‘Norman married Elsie Lenglet, of Bluffton, 
and they have mde thelr home in Nanaimo, 
BL. Maren solves ix Nanaimo; Re has never 
married. 

‘Ralph Rolfsen and Lilly Sjostram, of Blutfon, 
‘wore married in 808 and wen fo British Colum 
bia to make thelr ome: Ralph was employed in 
the woods there unt 1855, when they returned 10 
Ilberta: They lived at various locations inthe 
Gilby and Eekville area until they bought ahome 
tn Lesllevile in 188. Halph was very interested 
In hunting and pitching’ horseshoes, He par 
Hlelpated in many horseshoe pitching tour 
hhaments, and the many tophles that he Nad won 














ver the years are proot of his skill inthe game. 
Fai wag ied ha autre acide! oe 

january 21, 197. Hs wife, Luly, connues to 
imalke her horne in Leslieviie. 

‘Six ehldzen were born to Ralph and Lilly 
Rolfen, Ronald was born in Watastuvin, B.C. on 
May 25,1898. He married Judy Mason, and they 
are now living in Oyama, B.C. where Ronald has 
‘business of digging basements and pipe lines. 
They have four children: Gloria, Darcy, 
‘Malgome and Haro 

‘Allan married Vinia Helkkinen and they live 
4 Lesllevile. He was born In Rimbey on July 2, 
MO, Their two children are Charioite and Lori 
Ann, Allan has worked with the ol industry or 
many years. Viola works at the Eckvlle 
Hospital 

Betty was born In Rimbey on fay 26, 194, 
She married Ron Severson, and has three 
‘children Dawn, Pam and Todd, Betty Works 85 
Sn alde in hospital in E¢monton. 

‘Marion was born on February 5, 185, in 
Rimbey, She married Dick Bangle, They have 
{wo ehlidren, Teresa and Daryl Marion Is 2 
housewife and Dick is a dlamond drier. 

Clarence was bora February 18, 2981 at Dun 
can, BC, He married Cathy Bangle, and they 
Use in Lovarminster, Saskatchewan where 
Clarence is employed by Murphy Ol, Cathy was 
Working a5 a Janitor’s nelper ual she was In 8 
tar accident in 197, whieh resulted In 2 broken 
leg. Te original set ofthe broken bones was nat 
‘success, 20 in July of 197 se hed I eset, and 
{snow much beter, Tele two children are Cs: 
fon and Christophe. 

‘iynn married fick Tomluk and they lve in 
Edmonton. Lyan works with. Edrmonton 
Telephones and Rick is a tobacco salesman. 
Lym was born on March 24, 1855, 

1 1921 Conale Rolfsen was married to John 
Huseby, and lived with her husband on a farm 
fast of Gilby. During 199 and 1991 they lived at 
Prince Rupert, B.C, but returned to thelr farm 
‘nd lived there unt 808. During ine next 10 year 
period they rented! ana lived on tne Therpe farm, 
orth of ther of farm. The remainder of Jo's 
life was then spent on his own farm, where he 
passed aWay in 1961 He is burled fa the Gilby 
Remeiery. After his death Connle spent some 
{ime in British Columbla working for Her brother 
Em, and also spent some time on her farm, 
‘which was belng operated by her son, Kenneth 
In 3 Connie moved fo Bekville, where she has 
since madi het home 

‘Connie and Joan Huseby had four daughters 
and two sons, all except the two youngest belng 
‘bom at the farm home near GUby. Harvey, Who 
‘was born en Mareh 2,192, married Josephine 
Eawrence, a teacher from Aden, who taught a 
the Andreirand Lockhart school, They now live 
ft Surrey, B.C, where Jo fs stil teaching and 
Harvey is emplaved in construction work. Their 
{oro daughters are Melody and Cheryl 

"Muriel was born August 18,1923 Spe marzied 



























Martin Engen of ekvlle and they live on a farm 
West of Gliby. They have four 
‘daughters—Dorothy, Norma, Kelly, and Holly. 

“Thelma was born August 2, 1929 and marziea 
Roy Engen. They lived on the old Engen farm, 
‘weet of Clty. Thelr children were Leanne ad 
Leonard. Tema dled in 1863, In October: She 1 
ured in the Gilby Cemetery. 

‘Violet was bora October 18, 1827 and married 
Gordon. Carroll of Gilby. ‘They now live tn 
‘Ettimat, B.C, where Gordon works in the ALCan 
‘lumainum plant. The children are: Maureen, 
Gary, Sherry (who passed away at the age of 
‘ouths), Jack and Suirley. 

"Ruby was born in Bentley on May 18,892. She 
‘married George MeTighe of Gily in'January, 
HL They live in Bckville and George has been 
‘employed inthe olfleld business. Ther children 
fre Susan and Rabert 

“Kenneth was. bor_on October 9, 1934 in 
Bentley. He married Bernice Dyrland of Gilby 
and they ive on the Buseby farm in the GIlby 
fea, ‘Thole ehilaren are Mariya, Jobn, Brian, 
Karen, Kevin and Travis. 


MARTIN SESTRAP FAMILY 

Martin Sestrap and Emimeline Pedra both 
wore bora In Estonia. At an early age, they 
migrated to Russia snd secured. emplobment 
‘with Russian Prince and Princess Walkonsky 
While thus employed Emma travelled all over 
Europe wit her enstress, learning to speak six 
languages fluently. fer her arrival in Canada 
er services Were much in demand for 
{translating and for explaining Business transac. 
Hons fo those who were not familar with the 
English language spaken In Canada. 

in the early 20th century Canada became a 
pot-pourrt of ethale. peoples. Among those 
Fnigrating trom Estonla were the Sestrape — 
Martin, Mike, and Gustav. Mike arrived. on 
‘Jenuary 21, Tins and filed on a homestead on 
NE. 3040-3 W5. Martin soon answered the call to 
‘he new land, and arrived on April 20,190, st 
Illng on SW. 3040-3 W5. Two years later Gustav 
(Gust) followed nis brothers. to Canada and 
homesteaded on SE. s040-3.W5, later moving to 
S.W. 641-35. Gust married Jeany Kerli, but 
In 1519 they, with thelr three children, moved 0 
Moorerott, Wyoming, U.S.A. Martins wife, Em 
ma, ald not emigrate to Canada unt 197, when 
She came to join her husband. 

“Like all ploneer women, Emma worked 
aloagside her husbang, ‘clearing land, 
harvesting, feeding livestock and raising a huge 
fzarden, Along with all ofthis, she ralsed family 
St four ehldrea, Leva, Alma, Olga, and Robert 
Nevertheless, she always found tiie to lend & 
helping hand'to neighbors in need, 

By‘hard work and good management Martin 
was able, though the years, fo bulld up the 
biggest farm enterprise inthe area. west of 
Lacombe. He acquired a fine herd of Horetord 
cattle along with hundreds of scres of land which 





‘had, over a period of twenty years, been cleared 
it tees and bush and much swarap land dralned 

14 made suitable for eslivation, Matin Was 
also a. carpenter, blacksmith and farrier of 
Fepute. Farmers brought unmanageable horses 
{ohm tobe shod. He made the shoes in his shop, 
fd thus a perfect ft resulted for every horse 

‘Martin's energies were not spent entirely of 
his'own affairs. He was a community minged 
Dloneer who beileved tn enrichment education, 
‘and young people were his pride and Joy, For 
many years baseball games, whick drew spec 
tators and players from great distances, were 
played on the Sestrap farm. For several years 
Community pions also were held here. Later, 
finder Marsh's leadership, the Gilby Hall was 
Dull by the men ofthe community, aa tis then 
Became the center of community activities, 

“Another of his community projects was a 
rural telephone line. The Sesttap family owned 
‘ne ofthe frst telephones north at Eckvile, and 
Martin assembled his nelghbors who were In 
heed of phone service and had litle money to 
finance fh and organized twenty or more people 
‘who developed a barb-Wire telephone s¥stem. 
Martin instalied a switch in his house, which 
enabled his family to transfer eas for neighbors 
lover the barb wire system, This the family glad 
{aia without remuneration, as a public service. 
Many times in the dark ofthe aight and in the 
Flercest winter weather the Sestraps were asked 
tojdeliver srgent/ messages to trends or 
Heighbors witheut phone service. Every request 
Was immediately attended to aa 

Tn the early days the Sestrap farm was a stop- 
ping place between Lacombe, Lesiievile, and 
Rocky Mountain House for travel-weary 
Ploneers with thelr horses or oxen. All were 
Shelterea without question and later sent on thelr 
way. The ranch was named by the family 
"Mersloa Farm” ‘The name was made up of the 
Inltlals ofall members of the family 

‘in J927 Martin lost hs fe through a farm ac- 
cident, This lett his widow, Emma to carry on 
the successful operation of the farm, along wth 
the assistance of her children until her Fetire- 
ment. She passed away’ in 185, 

‘Teyda, the eldest daughter of Martin and Em. 
ma, graduated from the U. of A. in 194 with a 
‘degree in medicine She later servedin the Army 

















Medical Corps for four years. Following ad. 
Vaneed study with Meaminger ‘Clile, she 
became a Doctor of Psyehatry whlch she prac: 
teed until her death in 1873. 

‘Alma married August Lilvam in 1992, and 
toy raised a famiy of six sons and one daughter 
‘while farming In the Gilby area, 

‘Olga married Martin Stenvig in 1958 and they 
had four pels and one boy. Taey also continued 
{o live in the Gilby area, 

Robert, an orehardist and contractor, owns 
bis own extensive cherry and apple orchard. He 
has his own cherry eanaery and produces quan 
tiles ot commercial apple cider He operates an 
listeip on the farm. He married Ellzabeth (Bet 
fy) Wax and they live on Vaslon Island. ‘They 
Have two girs and one boy, 


‘THE FAMILY OF JAMES WILLIAM 
SHORHOCK ~ by Fana Carroll 

Sim Shoreock originally came to Canada in 
190 from. Manchester, England. His. father, 
William Shorrock, and mother, Alice (Taylor) 
‘Shorsoek, were In the Jewellery business. Jim 
was an Accountant and worked for Boddington’ 
Brewery in thelr office. He was ais inthe 
Cadets. 

‘lim came tothe Jones Ranch at Lacombe as 

red Immigrant to work asa "brome 

‘and all-round hired man. There was n0 
Bentley’ town af that ime. As the Jones Yamly 
‘were London musie-hall eniertaners, they realy 
Hed no idea of farming methods and, to hear Jim 
fell about it was a hilarious time. Whea money 
Fan low they would go to Edmonton where they 
hired out as entertainers, as they were talented 
fn music and comedy. ‘Thus, Jim did not legen 
‘uch from then about farming. Soon he lett to 
{ike up @ homestead at the west side of Gull 
Take, on what is now the Gideon farm. To ada to 
his tncome he tok a job at Cummings sawn, 
‘hich later became the farm of Allle Sirtlie 

‘At 4 years of age hisbrother, Walter, arrived 
In Lacombe, accompanied by two older sisters, 
‘When the sisters returned fo England they ltt 
Walter with Jim. After tying Romesteading for 
while the two boys went to Hardsty, 1M about 
{ioe or 17. There Jim became a partner with 
‘Mr. Small and another man in the storekceping 
business. Jim was also the postmaster there. The 
Fonason Brothers, who, with thelr father, later 
‘moved to the Gly area, were also in Hatdisty 
Funning & hotel. That was The year ere was a 
Severe bllzzard whieh stopped the trains from 

in 19i0 Jim and Walter went to Calgary where 
dim worked in the Hub Cigar Store. Walter 
worked on a surveying erew out of Calgary. 
Wile living in Calgary sim joined the "Calgary 
Rifles” for tive years. He also worked nea the 
present town of Bani, at Bankhead Afines, a5 & 
aspenter’s helper under avery fine man by The 
ame of Pevio. For atime he was also alght 
‘esk-lerk at the new Bani Springs Hotel 
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After returning 10 Calgary. the Shorrock 
brothers met and married to lovely Irish 
flsters from the Meliveen familly. Jim married 
‘Meg in November, 1911 Walter married Fanay 
About two years later, Jim and Meg had one tle 
daughter named Alice Naney. For a short time 
they lived on Sim's Homestead at Gull Lake, then 
‘im enlisted for overseas service n the Calgary 
Infantry a8 @ Dri Sergeant. Before leaving for 
tverseas he sold hs farm and effects; withthe 
Sous Clarence Damron as auctioneer. Tas sale 
Was was in Maren, 196 

Sm left Calgary with the 08rd Regiment, as 
a Bayonet Instructor and Lightweight Boxing 
Instructor. He was wounded in action twice, of 
October 25 and on October 77, 1817, and spent 
Seven months in an English Hospital, as a result 
Thea he was sent back toa convalescent hospital 
in Victoria, BLC., where his wife and baby 
Gaughier joined tim for a time. Returalng to 
Calgary alter I8rmonthis In hospital with tue rank 
of Regimental Sergeant-AMajor, and a Military 
‘Medal, he found that his martage had ended 
His daughter Allee twas seth relatives, so Jim's 
Sister Florence came from England to eaze for 
Alice, Florence later returned to England, tae 
ing. lice with her to lve with ner grandpareats 
InManchester, Alice began her schooling there, 

1182) Jim joined his brother Walter and wile 
anny at Gilby where they ran ihe store and post 
biffee. ‘They formed a partnership under the 
name of Shorock Bros. Jim also was a n0lary 
Public and justice of the peace. At that time there 
Weas also a blacksmith shop at GUIby aeross from 
the store, run by Mr. Bl Chadbourne, 

‘Many people dealt atthe Glby Store from all 
around the country, and came to get thelr mall 
land to chat, There were many bachelors in the 
Leatland area, just west of Gilby, who never 
‘married but lived In the area for many years 

‘One ofthe Young ladles who came fr the mall 
was Miss Norah Porter, from the Benjamin ds: 
teil, recently arrived witt her pareats fom 
Coutell Bluffs, Towa, US.A. Norah rode her 
horse about three miles cefoss the unfenced 
Medicine Valley tothe store. There she met the 
Postmaster, Jim Shorroek, and. on August 23, 
{on they were married at the home of er 
parents. Iwas a lovely summer day and the 
Eeremony' was on the lawn, with 2 few close 
nelghbors, ‘making it a very happy occasion. 
Some of ihe guesis at the Wedding were the 
Lands and the Layes from nearby. Jim's sister 
Eveline from the States, bought Norah's wed: 
fing dress, twas a lovely sik nan apple green, 
‘complimenting Novan's aubura Ral. 

‘By is time the Shorrock Brothers had dis: 
solved helt partnership, with Walter and Panny 
Setting the store and fim taking over the farm 
Maen they" had acquired, about four alles 
horthwest of the store of Si. 141-415. So im 
find Norah along with his sister Flo and ten 
‘earold Alice went to live on the farm, After 
[Alice had attended School at Medicine Valley for 











about a year her Aunt Flo accompanied her to 
the home of thelr sister, Eveline Mlltmore, 
the States. Mf. and Mrs Clifton Ailimore then 
Taised Allee as thelr foser-child, It was an tn 
happy parting for Jim and his child. However, 
they Kept up a. steady” correspondence and 
Femained in touch by oceasional visits between 
orang, Man, and Cy. 

‘ity and Norah Shorrock had three children 
ana was born in May, 024, Alan was bora in 
February of 08, and Citton was born in May of 
1852 All three children were born at Rome, wth 
Mrs. Sam Dyrland as mlavite. 

Irene "Edna attended school at Medicine 
valley with her first teacher being Mrs, Lewis, 
After finishing Grade , she went tothe Eckville 
High School, boarding atthe home of Mr. Robert 
Gish of the Atlas Lamber store, but finishing out 
fhe year atthe Andrew School. The nex! ear she 
boatded at the home of Mr. and Mrs Harold 
Mann, Imperial Bank manager. Her Grade 10 
teacher was Mr. Jack Levis (no relation to her 
igrade one teacher). Her years at school were 
appy ones, due In part to her excellent teachers, 
Edna marvied:Cuarile ‘Carroll in September, 
13. 

‘Alan and Clifton Shorrock both attended the 
Medleine Valiey and Andrew's Schools. Later 
‘Alan enrolled i Olds Agricultural College for 
‘ne term. Tey both took over the farming at a 
Young age due to thelr father's war wounds, 
aking hard for him to handle heavy equip: 
ent and modera ways of farming 

Th later life Mrs. Shorrock was an invalid 
brought on by dlabetes, and the brothers took 
fare of the Konae from then 08. Ns. Shorfock 
passed away In May, 19) atthe Calgary 
Foothilis Hospital. She'was buried beside her 
parents af the Rimbey Cemetery. 

“James Wiltarn Sharrock passed away atthe 
Calgary Belcher Veteran's Hospital in October, 
195 He was carried to rest by an Honor Guard 
ff Veteran's trom fhe Red Deer Legion of whic 
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he was a longtime member. Burial was tn the 
Multary Plot on Michener Hil, overlooking Red 
Deer ely 

‘Both of them remalned In good and cheerful 
spirits through Tong ilnesses, and were an In 
Splration anda help To_ thelr children and 
irandenildren. The) leave four children and nine 
fErandenildren, Also to. grealgrandehildren 
‘fom the fary of Sim's rst daughter. 

“The second generation of Shorrork Bros, con 
tinue ta farm the homeplace near the Medicine 
River. They raise Hereford cafte. ‘The cattle 
breed has Been registered in thelr name since 
ao, 

‘Alter graduating as a nurse In Portland, 
Maine, the daughter, Alice Mllimore Shorrock 
‘murrica Mr. Hugh Walnwright, @ draftsman, 
lind they lived at Marblehead, Mass.; where 
Ihetr son stephen was born. In short time Hugh 
Wainwright passed away. and later Allee Was 
Temarried to Mr. Russel Coplthorne. They have 
‘ne son also, named Dick, who ls about 20 years 
‘ld and living at home th Topsfield, Mass. — 
flee began an unusual craft shop between her 
marriages, and was very successful. She 
‘manufactures. creatively formed Wooden dolls 
fom hardwood; dressing them In authentic 
fastme costumes. 

Her. stop Is under the name of “Polly 
Shorreck." Alice tas two grandehildren, named 
Beth-Aame and. Pamsen, of her son Stephen 
Wainwright. 








‘THE WALTER SHORROCK FAMILY — by Mrs. 
Walter (Fannle) Shorrock Age $2 
“lim Shorvock homesteaded three miles from 
Gull Lake tn 1890, Three years later hs younger 
Walter, came out at the age of 9 years 
fr left to go 10 Banff to. work Tor 
Brewster's. Jim left the farm and came to 
Calgary where he met and married my aster, 
‘Meg. I later came to visit them and met Walter 
Two’ years Iater, In December, 193, we were 
‘married, and In May, 1915, Walter and Tand our 
Baby, six months og, ameto Eekville to work 
Die Sestrap's sore. 

‘At that time Mr. Metntosh was the manager 
ofthe bank, At first there was no house for us and 
We stayed. with Mrs. Matenett, until Dan 
Clausen, who worked for Mike, left (0 manage 
the Gilby" Store, There was a’ Co-op Store at 
Eckvilleat that time. The Clausen'shadibcen iv 
Ing In part of the house owned by Mike Sestrap 
And the Metntosh family lived tn the other haf 
‘Although Thad been In Canada since 105 all hs 
‘vas new to me and the place was strange to me! 

‘Walter and T'moved to the Gilby Store. The 
first World War was on, and I remember on mall 
Gays the customers would discuss the news, At 
{hat time e schoolmaster named Jofn Robinson 
{aught setool somewhere between Gby and 
Eckrilie. Also at Eckvlle the Bekfords lived, 
fsiving thelr name to the village The Gilbertson 
{nlly lived near Guy, and Gilby was named 




















after them. Lots of the oer folks t remember 
wthoteappeaFamce team sil sale but Whose 
‘ames 1 not remember 

in Eckuile there was aig man who ran a 
uivery! arm. He way highly” thought of apd 
‘eapscted His mame was Chale Gustavson. Our 
‘eignbor at Gilby were the Taubeons, Oscar ahd 
Ait aif recently passed away’) No ie ever ned 
betien neighbors? Most of the people round 
tere Scandinavia, Manish or Hontan, Some 
Soldiers took up homesteads ater the War 20d 
rought out wives from England. The ite on 
farm and the loetiness wat not eazy for these 
ries. 

"There were very fw carsin those days and in 
front of the eid by Store there was a Tong 
Hiching post used to amuse melt gues 
the weight of the horses, The mall man was = 
ge man named Joan Kemila. Another thing L 
fermember waa a woman from London Wh was 
‘ery deat, She and her husband and tro ite 
in lived 13 miles north ofthe Gilby Store, She 
fade the rte gris hate wth own and brim 
Beautifully crocheted, and trimmed with 
toloured crocheted flowers: She starched he 
‘rims. So the gris were swell dressed inspite of 
wer lite troney. About tat time. a woman 
‘owe hssband nad died in he house sot aman 
tho trod fo get in, He was looking tarot he 
Kenole atte te 

“Another woman, an Tcelander, a. school 
teacher, I tin, gave a wonderfl pleni. She 
font out fancy invhaton cards "Pienie in The 
Month of Roses" Remember, this was 60 years 
go, but Lsemember the whole neigbornood st 
ttigon an easy nilside and having lovey the 
‘Alun Tsemember a wedng where the marred 
mon were ranged on one sige andthe uemarried 
tues onthe opposite side Tne bachelors foseed 
the groom trom thelr side over tothe married 
line, singing and stomping thelr fet Also they 
Served a wonderful pink punch with roth on 1 
ever coud get the Teipe fori 

Walle Iwas thece we had a few church sr. 
oes. There was a Ms, Graham teaching at 
eaten Valley schoo at tate 

Firs we had two heavy grey horses, Nancy 
and Mau, tonal freight from Bene, hen we 
‘ad a Chevwolet an open car think the Staton 
‘Agent at Boke had the fist one 

“The winter of 1919 and 1890 was a tong and 
severe ne, Ie oze hard on the th of October 
Sind it staved inven. Tht mst have een when 
the niuenea wed so many peop. Iemust have 
‘bon May when there was a Dad snow storm Tt 
‘asa long ime ago, but Twas ney ean hi 
ties at the time. 

“ye ferent matlonaities of people ta 
terested me. Sometimes ia the ote we Rad 
politcal mectinge- also pstates we had s room 
Imere people could stay they were traveling 
Through te countrys Also, before the fall was 
brunt dances were held there. The sore was 6 
{ect ong ands the all upstics was bg enouzh 
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but I remember people saying that the floor 
Swayed with the dancers and ff you didn't sway 
‘vith it you lost the etytam, The Bstonlans could 
Sng perfecty in tune without any Instruments, 
(One tle girl think of so often because she sang 
Xml Laurie” most beautifully Lotten wonder 
anything was done with that voice! For a time 
after the Gilby Hall was bullt moving-pletures 
‘vere shown there, and Tenjoved them. 

‘We, as T sald, came to Feuille in 1916 and 
there ‘were practically no jobs. As Walter's 
brothers were in the war, their father thought 
(one of the Tally should Keep out of It. At about 
{his ime the Thubrons were breeding red poled 
afl and showing them at fais 

"The Kina brothers ved south of the store. 
‘They loved musie and had a good vecord plaver 
‘rith wonderful records, One of tem had Rad an 
{cident fe hls back but was good at caring for 
{aitle and horses, There was afl bisement Un 
Ger the store and another one under that where 
‘we kept vogetables and frut. The gasoline was 
Kept on a stand atthe side of the store door. The 
barrels were on a stand and were kept locked 
One Sunday atternoon Walter and L went for & 
‘valk with ine ekldren, Billy and Preddle, When 
Wwe came tome the locks on the gasoline barrels 
‘were broken andthe gas spilled over the veranda, 
Moor. It had seeped Into the basement. For. 
tunately, Walter Knew not co strike a match, for 
Ite had the sore would have burned. 

"As you know, the Mediine River Is right by 
the sare and one aftermoon T was down By the 
ver with the children and litle Pat Thubron. 
The wife of a travelling salesman began amusing 
herself by shooting a rifle over the iver. Thad 
Fred in my arms and a bullet jus! missed me, T 
Shouted but she didn't stop until I'ran up the 
bank 

‘Another thing 1 remember was that a young 
rman dled from west ot us He had been in the Red 
Deer Hospial and nls body was brought home 10 
Ghiby, We were asked to keep the body tn the 
Sore overnight. We had a storeroomand It was 
lott there. At he time one ot my slater was stay 
Ing with us, Inthe evening we were siting in te 
kitchen when we heard sn awful racket. 1 sup 
ose we were a lite unnerved anyway, #0 
Walter ‘went into the. storeroom, but found 
everything as if sho be. We were sil worvie, 
Sintil he noticed. that all the Christmas 
ldecorations had been knocked down by the cat, 

Gilby was a afferent place then, No oll wells, 
fow cars, Fred Bardenhagen used (0 ride with 
chaps, The quarter east-of the store was not 
fenced and we drove across to reach the oad, 

"In May of 1918 oF 1819 we had a teribie blz 
ard, John Kemi, the mailman, had to walk 
‘ahead of his horses first to make It possible fo" 
ins horses to travel. He caught bad ela and got 
heumatism, ang 1 don't tink he ever fully 
Feeovered. It must have been about that time 
Ghecause we felt In 1922) that a 10 st people 
drove thee animals tothe northern part ot Alber 








ta because of poor crops in our area. We sold the 
Store and maved to the farm which we hed 
bought four mlles northwest of Gilby. The stare 
‘as sold to Mr, Jacobs 

“The Walter Shorrock familly moved to British 
CColumbla with their litle sons, Billy and Fred. 
fie, Mrs, Shorrock, at the time this was written, 
vas #2 years of age, and was ving at Parksville, 
Be 





SIMMONS, JAMES 8. — by Mabel Barnes Sim: 

Tames S. Simmons and his wite, Grace, were 
both bara in Csine, ints, U.S.A. ané attended 
Senool there. They’ were married in the early 
‘too’, farmed for a whe, and then moved to 
Aissourl where he worked ons dredge boat. The 
‘swamps were being dredged to make wey for 
ore farms. Later they moved to Duluth, 
‘Minnesota, where he spent several years work’ 
Ing for the government. Later they became 
homesteaders in Nebraska, some 30 males north 
Gt Allance. Here they lived fn & sod Rouse and 
burned cov “chips” for fue 

‘In 1913 Sim, a8 he Was called, heard about 
how beautiful northern Alberta was. He took a 
hhurriedup trip north fo look the country over 
‘vith the Fesult that he returned home, sold his 
Homestead, shipped stock and other belongings 
by tramigrant train, and settled on a plece of 
(CPR Landa mile south ofthe Barnes homestead, 
Here they bullt a alee place, with nice bulldings 

‘Sim and Grace had no children, bat they both 
lkea young people. ech evening the Young peo 
ple in the nelghborhood would gather at thelr 
place to play cards, dance and sing. We had 
{any good times there. Grace passed away on 
‘August 13, 1817, and then Mr and Mrs. Van Loon 
came to the Simmons farm She cooked and he 
helped with the farm work, and erope were good 

‘Riler Grace's death strong friendship 
veloped between Sim and me, yet we were 
‘afraid fo tell my folks, World War T was going 
{ull blast and Hnally Sim got hls call to service 
We decided not to marry until his return trom 
Serviee. Then came the Armlstlee in November 
of 10, hs orders were revoked, and we were, 
‘married on November 2, 138. 

For three years we contined to farm then 
moved to. Washington, US.A. and rented the 
farm in Canada, Walle in Washington we were 
blessed with a son, James, born in July, 1924. Ts 
1805 the renters decided not fo continue farming 
ur place In Canada, so we returned to Canada 
‘Through the years we had many experiences, 
both good and bad, From 1825 01827 we lost wo 
[nant girls and lost a farm bulling by Bre. We 
talked things over and Sim sald, "When the jinks 
get after you, I's time to move". This seemed 
fhe right thing to do, s0 we got busy end sold 
‘everylhing once more. 

‘Gn Fesruary 18, 1927 we ltt the farm, with 
plans to return after afew years. We retumed to, 
the United States and selled at Hardin, Mon 














ana. Here, in September, a son, William, was 
Dorn to us. The depression was beginning also, 
Montana hada drought, then a scourge of 
{grasshoppers and erickets; and the country was 
{he hottest place T ever lived in, So\we Just 
‘worked, andlved, siting out the depression 

"The boss grew sehools were good, the grade 
schoo! and the igh schoo! being only three 
blocks away. After 11 years Janice, our oaly 
daughter, was born 

World War tlrulned everyone's plans. James 
served overseas, came home, Went back to 
fallege. As a chemies! engineer he Works at 
NASAnear New Orleans, Louisiana, U.S.A. Hels 
‘marsled and has three sons and a daughter Bilt 
Hshed ils education as a musician and Is & 
teacher at Eastern Montana College. He served 
Inthe US. Army during the Korean War. He has 
never married, Janice and her husband are mis 
Slonaries. ‘They spent three years. in Liberia, 
West Atria, with the Basea Tbe, They now ive 
InSpringteld, Oregon. They have three children 
two boys and one gi 

Sim passed avvay on March 21,1958. 1 am liv. 
Ing a te family home, 790 W. Third Street, Har 
dix, Montana. 1 operate a small nursing home. 

‘There are so many things one could write 
about, Memories of the past are great. We had 8 
food ite, 











SJODAHL, HUGO — hy Joan Maddox 

Hugo and Julla Soda fled on SE, 441-4.5 
bout 1830, They came from Portland, Oregon, 
USA where he had been a plasterer, He con: 





tinued that work here. They had no chen, but 
‘litle white pekinese dog named Nellie fave 
them great pleasure. When she grew too old 
enjoy living Hugo got some chloroform from the 
‘rug store and put her 10 seep. 

‘They raised’ & lange flock of turkeys each 
year. The neighbors would gather to help and 
‘fess thom, Ths was always a sad day for Jul, 
‘aS she made pete of them all 

Hugo and Sulla had only one place but were 
hard Workers and had a alce herd of shortnora 
Cattle when they sold out in 1222. 

‘Hugo was counellor for the road building and 
also secretary-treasurer of the Medicine Valley 
School district for many years. They were both 
‘ery nd poeple abivays wing tobe wi any 

‘They returned to Portland, Oregon and the 
‘Lawton Brothers now own the Land 





EDGAR SMALE FAMILY 
"ih 885 Eagar Smale and Martha McCleary 
were married in Calgary. Tt was the depression 
time, ut tis young couple were Iueky — they 
had jobs. He was a baggageman with the CPR 
fand she was a ward maid at Baker Tuberculosis 
Seniterium, More lay-offs on the raliroad oc 
cured tn 1994, including Eagar. With agar's 
experience working on 4 dalry and fox farms 
west of Calgary, and Martha's girthood ex: 
perience on a farm in Ireland, they decided 13 
Become farmers and purchased the NE 34404. 
Ws in the Giloy strict from a well-known dls. 
tmict cattle deaier, Leo Zaleski. Thelr worldly 
possessions included one tearm of horses, seven 
Feed of female cate of Various sizes ana clars, 
‘indy farm equipment, fools and household fur 
nishings and’ 1028 Chevrolet ear, which Was 
Tater bartered for a second team of horses. 
‘Tnese were unloaded at the CPR siding at 
oot, and they walked the 17 miles to thelt 
new home. They often looked back to an indent 
tn the road that day. Daring & noon stop-over at 
{he Sestrap farm a cow gave birth fo thelr frst 
ale, twas a heifer, and proved to be @ good 
“The family soon became actively involved in 
‘community stfairs. Bagar became socvetary of 
the Medicine Valley School board in 1998 and 
Temained on the board wnt the school was 
‘closed in favor of centralization In 1858. He Was 
‘aso secretary of the Eekville north local of 
Farmers Union for several years. The family 
took an active part in £41 Club work, belonging fo 
the Benalto if Beet Cub, and the Grain Clu tn 
{isi Hager helped organize the Medicine Valley 
4H Dalry’ Club and was Leader for 11 years. 
Marina was a member of the Happy Valley 
Ties’ Club and could always be felled upon fo 
Tend.a helping hand at showers, weddings, and 
serving lunches at the various community 
‘gatherings 
"They raised six children: Evelyn Onotryszyn 
of Eekle, Jack of Leduc, Dareen Pegg of Daw 





son Creek, Helen, Nielsen of Spruce Grove, 
Willa, who was killed in an auto accident at 


the age of20 years, and Mark, who resides witt 
hls wife, the former Both Lecer, on the family 
farm, 

‘Although there were many disappointments, 
and heartaches, lols of hard work and sacrifice, 
they never regretted thelr decision to leave the 
city and go farming. All who knew Edgar were 
Saddened at his untimely death in February of 
{gts Martha retired to Bckville in 19% 








SPIRES, MAURICE — by Tom Spires 
‘My father, Maurice Spires, was born in the 
Lancashire town of Salford, in 1888. ls father 
‘Was a Superintendent with ine Post Office, and 
they apparentiy hada good Home. "father was 
educated at Grecian Street School in Balford, 
{and is early working fe was as an office boy in 
the cotton industry. Upon leaving, hs reference 
‘consisted of three words ~ "smart but checks 

I donot know exaclly when ne eft for Canada, 
bat I'thine ft must have been about 1909. His 
elder brother, Leonard ("Len"), also went £0 
Canada, and’ this necessitated ‘the ong’ sea 
‘Voyage across the Atlantic followed by the rans 
‘continental journey ‘on the Canadian. Pacllc 
Rallway. They arrived in Calgary, and I believe 
that one of my father's first jobs was atthe Cana. 
‘ian Pacific Railway's works there. Apparently, 
there was a queve outside the works each mor” 
hing and. the number of men required were 
Selected. My father thought this was not such @ 
{food Idea and so he caught the works train next 
morning. He presented himself at the office and 
‘Was given a job onthe grounds of his initiative! 
He also spoke of working on ralroad construc. 
Hon witn gangs of mea and teams of Horses, and | 
think this may have. been the line throu 
Eckville to Rocky Mountain House. Another Job 
round this time was working as a gardener at 
the Bantt Springs Hotel. 

‘When the ‘Great War started in 1814 Len 
felned the Medical Corps and was drafted to 
England. He got married uniform and later 
Served with the Canadian Forces In France. 
‘Atte the war he settled down in England and 
‘ever returned fo Canada. My father dla not pass 
his medieal examination and so did not serve in 
the Armed Forces. 

"Eventually, my father decided to homestead, 
and joined two trends, Tom Spencer and ll 
Coltins im the area of Carlos, near Lesllevile. 
‘They each had a quarter section and my father 
‘btained the ite deeds in 1821 T stl have these 
deeds, but the land was sold for taxes after the 
‘Sccona World War. The homesteaders managed 
fo clear enough land to grow wheat and also Kept 
Some cate. They built @ substantial barn and 
hada good house to lve i. But things did not go 
well for them, perhaps due partly to inex 
perience and party to the economle conaltions 
rte time. They decided to leave the homestead 
{and my fainer and Tom Spencer got a Job with 











MeDonald’s Nurseries in Lacombe, while Bil 
Collins went fo the Experimental Station there 

"In I824, my father recelved a telegram to sa) 
that hs father had died suddenly and fe returned 
{fo England immediately. I was always hs inten 
ton to go back to Canada In due course, and he 
Sill ald the taxes on his quarter of land. He 
Knew my mother before golng to Canada, and 
wrote foher regulary, tring to encourage er to 
Join him there: She was Felutant to do so, but It 
fhe had, perhaps T would have been bora Ih 
Alberta, 

‘My father spent most of his working life in 
England as a gardener, but he also undertook 
furailure repairing. and Freach posting. He 
Was avays a very handy sort of man and could 
Undertake most of the repair work around the 
home and garden. My mother dled in 152 after a 
Tong tness and my father died in 1860. 

T was brought up on Canadian names and 1 
was a5 familar with. tous like Edmonton, 
Calgary, Red Deer, Lacombe and Medicine Hai 
fs any Albertan. He always talked about Alberta 
4nd never gave up hope of going back, although 
{hat was not tobe, He had's fund of stories, in 
luding the one about Ola Mr. Ostrem, who ware 
bear skins and was almost shot one day nthe 
snow. He used fo tll he story of the Indl trick 
By whieh t was possible pullout dy sand from 
2 basinful of water. Isl don't know Row i 
done! 

‘One ofthe highlights of my Ife was the vist 
pald to Alberta with my wife and son in 1975. We 
Inet Mrs. MeDonald in Lacombe and saw the 
Nurseries where my father worked, Other 
Iembers of the family we met were Mr. and 
Irs, David MeDonald in Calgary. Mr. MeDonala 
remembered my father singing English muste 
hall songs to him and iis brether. 

We stayed at Eekville with Mis, Joan Mad. 
ox, ano, as one of the Lawtons, was a nelgbor 
ft my’ father on the Homestead, We also met the 
brothers of Mrs, Maddox who are sill farming in 
the same place. We visited av father's quarter 
but found it was forest once again, with the ex 

n of swaths cut fo two pie lines. The only 
Sisappolntment I had wae that there were no 
bullings left on the quarter, as Thad been look 
Ing forward to seeing them, Of course, they hed 
been built of timber and probably disappeared 
‘many years ago, either’ by fire or through 
neglect We were able to have a plenle neart 
‘End ras glad to see the wild rose growing there, 

We also met Mrs. Madge” Walls, who 
remembered 'my father and Uncle Len in 
Calgary. She recalled the time when my father 
and Tom Spencer left for the homestead with & 
horsedravén ovagon, As it-was approaching 
Chrismas time, Mrs. Spencer packed up the 
Seasonal fare for them, inelusing plum padding. 
‘The weather deteriorated and they exchanged 
the wagon for a sletgh, bul, unfortunately. It 
overturned just before they reached. the 
homestead, When the snow melted in the spring, 























{ey were able to tnd pum pudangs inthe 

‘We were able o see the Eckville Rodeo and 
tus was quite a thei. My father used totale 
about the Calgary’ Stampede whieh was in ts 
erly days then. We were welcomed everywhere 
‘with Albercan hospitality and it was grand to see 
‘all the places whieh had been only names before 


JOHN AND ARIA THYSSEN 

John Thyssen was born i Denhilder, Holland 
He'grew up learning how to handle horses by 
driving his father's surrey, taling folks around 
like a faxl. Walle a young man he went to sea to 
be a'sallor. After a period of time spent as a 
Sallor Ae emigrated to Amertea, to the state of 
Towa. Here he met Arta Kool, but twas no! un 
Ll'some years Tater that they were married, ip 
Macl#od, Alberta, where the rest of Arias fami 
iy lve 

Alter thelr marriage John and Avia returned 
to Helland where thelr daughter Nelle wasbora, 
1m 1817 they came back to Canada and settled on 
2 farm near Medicine Hat, Alberta, In 1920 8 
Gaugiter, Besse, was bora, 

“They had so many poor years of farming that 
tne’ moved o central Alberta fos place close to 
Ghiby, known as the Robert elm place. Vera 
‘was Born in 1923. In 1924 they moved over to 
homestead belonging to Louls Gant, where Aria 
passed sway, in Rebruary, 1926, She was lad to 
Fest in the iby Cemetery. After her death JOkn 
fad the two older gis let the homestead for & 
{arm near the Gimaletsenool, where he lived Unt 
86 

"John was a very good father and nelghbour, 
and an excellent farmer. His animals. wer’ 
‘Among the best in the eouniry”and his crops and 
arden also grew and produced very wel. He 
fad such an abundance of everything that he 
shared it with his neighbors who did not have 
‘enough. When he went out driving in hs buggy oF 
fitter twas a tril fo see those Beautiful Horses 
Prancing down the road 

THessle and Nelly grew up and went to the 
Gilet School, Vera became’ foster child of @ 
Wonderful Tady by the name of Mrs. Sem 
Dynland, 

‘When he left the farm in 1954 Jobn went tolive 
Jn the Lodge in Rocky’ Mountain House, later 
ing in Lacombe, Taree Hills and Sylvan Lake, 
‘While af Sylvan Lake he broke a bone in his leg 
{ind was sent tothe Lacombe nursing home, He 
also stayed fora while n he Rimbey Three-way 
Hospital and then back to Lacombe. 

John enjoyed drawing and painting pictures 
with watercolours He gave most of the pltures 
away to hls friends and relatives. ust » month 
before his oth birthday he sufered a stroke and 
‘passed away’ six weeks later in the Lacombe 
Nursing Home. He was lad to rest beside his 
wite Atia In April of 1873. 

‘Bessie martied Cari Nelson in 190 and they 
have seven children and several grandchildren 

















Nellie ves in Red Deer, 
‘Vera married Harold Molander in December, 
1944. They liven the Rekville area. They have 
fli ehlldren and two grandehildzen. 


VERA THYSSON, CHILDHOOD To 
MARRIAGE — by Vera Molander 

‘When Vera Thysson eame tothe home ot Sam 
and Ellen Dyriand she waa only wo and a halt 
Years old and was a very sick child. They didn't 
think she would recover from whooping cough 
land scariet fever. These were very terious is: 
fases in those days and children weren't In 
‘culated against them. Vera's hair twas one 
Solid'mat of gum and Mrs. Dyriand and her 
dlaugnter, uth, hed quite a job cuting tall out 
Sand making It'very short, She had te learn to 
Walk all over again and aiso fo tak, as a0 one 
Was able to understand what she’ sald. Bler 
‘mother, Aria Tayssen, had only speken Dutch 10 
her and she had to learn to speak English. She 
Also learned to speak Norwegian walle growing 
Up ina Norwegian home, There were seven 
children In the Dytland family, but they 
fccepted Vera as a part of thetr family 

The school days are remembered best as she 
had Mrs. Lewis as one of her teachers. She had 
{ve miles fo go fo school through all sorts of 
‘weather. One thing Vera enjoyed doing was pick 
Ing up a nice walking stick walen belonged to 
Sam Dyrland, and off to school she would ride, 
pretending the tick was areal horse. Most of th 
time she wasn't late for sehool, eltner. In winter 
She would be so bundled up with warm coat, 
Shawl, mits, and, of course, buckled overshoes 
{Gin dlan’t go to school in sacks in those days. 
‘Vera wasn't'a very good student in certain sub. 
Jets such as mathematies, which really riled the 
teachers, One teacher got so angry he broke the 
Tiler and chall, What does Vera do but shed 
tears into her book until was wet with tears 
Another funny thing which happened was that 
her skirt came unbuttoned and dropped to fhe 
floor while she was doing mathematics on the 
blackboard, ‘The children laughed to see her 
Standing in her green broadcloth slip. The 
feacher looked to see what the youngsters were 
laughing at and sald, “Vera, pull up that skirt 
find fasten i” Vera had a very close friend with 
thom she walked fo school; Mary Optus. They 
had Tos of fun in ttle play houses inthe woods 
fand when summer holidays came Vera walked 
the three quarters of a mile fo Mary's house 10 
play. Lots of mud bread loaves, ples and cakes 
‘ete made and decorated with dandelion leaves 
tnd flowers. 

‘when Vera was a tle girl she wore clothes 
whlen Mary's mother sewed. Mrs. Opbus was & 
Wonderful seamstress and tne clothes ooked just 
Iike they had come from Eaton's Catalog 

‘Vera went as far es Grade 8 In school at 
Medicine Valley, Tae last two years of schoo! It 
Medicine Valley were spent riding on a real 
horse. Grade 9 was spent inthe Andrew sehool, 

















‘going horseback from spring to the end of the 
term, The next five vears were speat at tome 
growing up and learning’ to. sew and’ em: 
Broldering linens for her hope chest. 

‘When Vera was staying at the John Pederson 
home and going fo school she met her future nus 
band. At fhat ime no one knew that six Years 
Iter they would be married in the home Where 
Vera grew up 

‘Vera and Fiarold Molander were married the 
‘2nd of December, 1948. They went fo live {n'a 
Small house bullt by Harold Molander withthe 
help of his brotner. He eu logs forthe bulling it 
the weeds that now belong to Maurice Clark 
Harold saved the logs for the house at Haapala’s 
sail. 


‘THLLEY, WILLA 

Wililam Tiley came from Towa about 1910 to 
homestead the SW S:414:N5. He bullt@ neat set 
ff bulldings near a big spring? farmed with 
horses and ralsed a small herd of good eatle. In 
hls garden tere a few rows of corn; the large 
area teat for his pigs 

‘On Saturday evening, he would meet sith 
neighbors to talk over the clearing and breaking 
At the Rolfson home who had the Leafland post 
otic. 

"He was a hard working man and a good friend 
to all who knew hen 

Tn 18s, he sold 1p Gus Osteriand and moved 
to Red Deer where he lived unt his death 


‘YOSBERG, JOHN AND HILDA 

“John and Hilda Vosberg beth came from St 
Paul, Minnesota in 1811. They were married 
Edmonton He filed on SE 841.4.W5 that yes. 

‘Being a carpenter by trade, ne bult @ neat 
two story fog house and a barn. He also bull the 
Ceadland sekool 

‘When their sccond child was born, December 
25,1815, she had. developed TB. Mrs. Best, 
nse, who llved on the Houston place rode 
through the swamps. horseback ‘0 see her 
Several times, She passed away in Mareh 1816 
Mrs. Best took the baby but it only lived a short 
time. The older child, Jean, about three years 
tld, was taken ‘back to. Si. Paul to Hilda's 
parents. 

“John, sold the farm to Hugo Sjodahl, He 
returned to St Paul late In 1916. Dloe Lawton 
bought the fart from Hugo Slodal fr fe hun 
fred dallas. 


WELLS, SETH — written by Lizzie Gulund, 
Hilda Gottrchlich and Harriet Stears 

Seth Wells will live on as a legend tn the 
Meadowbrooke dstriet in the memories of all 
‘who chanced to meet this tremendous personal 
ty. Seth was born a dwart and livea frst in the 
lites west of Blackfale, In size he would be ap: 
proximately 36 or $8inches all I think 30 inches 
‘Was nearer) but what he lacked in size he more 
than gained in personalty. His philosophy’ of 
lite could never be surpassed, 














Always he earned his lvelihoed selling spices 
and frults, and boling wagon wheels in linseed 
‘ll to preserve them, Also he sharpened dises! 

In fhe spring of 1904 he helped put in WJ 
ruley’s crop following Mr. Rley's Hiness. He 
Grove four horses on the dis. He satin an apple 
box fora seat, He stayed around the Rey home 
And took Mr, Riley for rides toentertaln him. At 
this time he had one Shetland hitehed fo a ear. 
He loved taking the gis for ides In his eart and 
took any git that would go with him, He also 
Spent some time at Elmer Gillunas. 

“ils frst means of locometion — two bull 
calves he himself broke and drove to school, 
Gradually he promoted imself to a team of 
mules. ‘Many in the Blindman district well 
Femember his many episodes with these. Finally 
he purchased the famous tearm Dixie and Floss, 
histeam ot horses, a gray and a buckskin, They 
rove him around for many years in Central 
‘Mberta as ne went about his work. He sang con 
Stanly — a regular Johnny Appleseed. He had 
two voices — a man’s and a lady's 

"Finally in later years he came down to driv- 
Ing Shetlands. Age made It most aftcall to 
board a buggy and a wagon. It must be 
Femembered this wee man harnessed his own 
‘mules and horses" by the use of his crutches 
known as Testicks), Buez and’ Bun were ls 
‘ever faithful Shetland team That he drove In 
‘cart or utter. With ever increasing traffic and 
his age, he finally ned to give up hs driving. He 
made fis home at Schmuland's in Millet, Alta 
UII hls passing’ in his T's. He was. buried 
Inthe Ponoka cemetery by his rlaget sister. 

Till adda few lines fo thelr account as 1 
new Seth almost #0 years. Once he drove to 
{Eacombe witha small eam of mules hitehed to a 
small red cutter. He put them in Fortune's 
Eivery Barn and sald he wanted them in three 
Hours. Whea the time was up Seth hopped across 
the stveet from the barn and leaned. on his 
tritehes to Se the fn. The livery mar led Them 
Upto the cuter. They promptly turned and faced 
TP Wile the man turned one mule the other 
Siradded the tongue or kept his rear end agalast 
ine neck yoke. After afew minutes the man went 
{or help. Two men could not get them faced inthe 
ight direction, Soon four men struggled. Seth 
hopped over and sald “It fook me fist 10 
minutes to bifeh them up this morning.” The 
‘men sald "Let's see you do Il.” Seth gave each 





















‘mule about three prods with his crutches and 
Spoke in his deep volce. The tle mules couldn't 
Bet Into postion fast enough, 

‘Seth had grown up eth miles in Missouri. He 
said nearly every mule had to have ane lesson, 
{ied to post, whipped witha rawhide about halt 
fan hour and let with several cuts, If that mle 
lived fo be 40 he would never disabey fat man 
again 

THe could harness Disie and Floss, 1 sald 1 
liked’ to see him do it. Dinte and Floss each 
‘welghed about 1100 pounds and stood at least tive 
feet four inches. Dad had hung the harness on 
pegs six feet above the floor. put each harness 
{front of Seth, He took Dixie's harness to an 
frp stall and pushed It into the manger wth 
hiserutenes, Then he led Dixie in and eravled up 
[nthe manger. She swung sidways as cloge 0 
Seth as she could get. He put her collar om and 
Dushed the harness up and fastened the hame 
Strap. Then Diste put her head on his hands and 
he put the bridle on. He wet in the other stall 
find Floss di the same. 

‘Seth did't Ike tobe helped. Once ited him 
Into the democrat (he weighed about 0 pounds) T 
could see that he was hurt. 

“He loved to play croquet and was an excellent 
player and coach. Heals played cards andvead, 

‘He enjoyed playing teleks. 1 was planting 
‘ower seed, Seth got my mother to give him & 
poeketfal ot garden peas. He planted them 
behind me, TWenty-seven came up. T let them 
{row and they were blooming when he eame fo 
‘lsltnext time. He asked how the lowers gree. 
sald that he had a tle Job of weeding and T 
‘grabbed him by the collar and dragged him out 
the back’ door. I'didn' get much farther, He 
‘whacked my shins so hard cwith the Tsticks) 
that Thad to arop him. Let the peas ripen and he 
shared them later on 

‘As I was coming home trom Fort Vermilion a 
lady got an the bus at Milt. She told me they 
had taken Seth fo the hospltal and he was very 
Sick. He didnot recover, He certainly made the 
best of the lfe God walled he should live 


‘THE, WHILLIER FAMILY 

The Whililer family came to the Medicine 
Valley In October of 118, from Forest Lawn, 
feast of Calgary. They settled on the N.W. 27-404 
‘WS (on the old Pat MeNuly place.) The famlly 
consisted of Mr. and Ms. Arthur Waller, Bert, 
Hop, and Reg. Three daughters were married 
fand'never earie with the family” An older son 
had been lilea overseas the previous Year In 
World War 1 

‘Mr. Whilir was a bricklayer by trade, and 
built many of the first brick chimneys th the 
Valley as well asthe odd fireplace. He bull the 
Hts chimney in the Gllby Hall. 

11820 They bought the J. Huseby homestead 
S.E. 2840-415, Reg went tothe Medcine Valley 
School for one term. ‘The other boys had left 











school and spent most of thelr time working out 
when thelr Reip was not needed at home. 

Tn 1927 Reg rented land owned. by Frank 
Clevenger, now owned by Mrs. Stears. He 
farmed this land for three years, as sell as 
farming Als parent's land and the J. Severson 
land for several years. In October of 1929 Reg 
Was married (o Mary Gant, sd they ved on the 
bid place until 1969, Me, and Mes. While let the 
Walley for Vancouver in 1982 They lived there 
for many years. 6s. While: passed away lt 
November of 1940 and Ms, Whiter dled in April 
ot 1858, 


Se 


Reg and Mary’s family consisted of Don of 
Slave Lake, Davia of Edmonton, Dorothy (Mrs. 
R. Tyler) of Calgary, shinley (rs. © 
‘Kfuetetell of Saskatoon, Betty (Mrs, J. MeNell) 
of Welaskewn, and Tom of Valleyview 

1m Toe) Reg’and Mary sold thelr farm to Bob 
and Marge Sears and relired to Lacombe, where 
{hey are living at this me 


WITHERS, MB, AND MRS. E. 7, 
‘ir. and Mrs, Ey T. Withers of Nova Scotia, 
wath, thelr three sons, Willam, Charies and 
farry and daughter, Nora, all came west and 
fied on ehomesead, SW 4-45, a Medicine 
Valley inthe spring of 19 
Harriet Mullins and. Nellle Withers came 
from the Boston area nthe spring of 1908, and 
Harriet and William Withers were married that 
amb spring by Reverend Richard Shoup. Nelle 
‘Withers and Ot Huppelsheuser were married 
In 1008, They settled fn Blind Man's Valley. 
‘About 1010 Afr. and Mr, 5,7, Withers had the 
first post ofiiee in Medicine Valley. (It was 
alled Medicine Valley.) Later, when Medicine 
‘Valley post office was closed down there was a 
post office at Giby and also at Witerburg. (All 
{in Medicine Valley.) Mr. and Mrs. Broderson 
had the Wittenbury post offle, now known as 
Leedale, We got our'mall at Lockhart unt we 
fot the Medicine Valley post office, At frst the 
nail was brought from Lacombe oa Saturdays. 
There would bea gathering of many people the 


area, who would stay for Rours, and talk over 

ei land-learing, tell about thelr exen oF thelr 
‘achinery, and many otter topes, af interest to 
al, were discussed 

‘tater, when Nora's parents had bought an 
ongan, she would play for groups who would have 
ft sing-song, ‘The closest entertainment Was at 
Bentley. The Withers young folks would drive 





there to attend the dances. Mrs. Best was the 
only trained nurse and the closest doctor was 
in Lacombe. Mrs. Best would ride horseback 
Uirough the swamps to assist at isthe and other 
nesses 

Tred Lange, of Iowa, U.S.A. filed on a home 
stead In Medicine Valle in 101 and he and Nora, 
‘Withers were marzied inthe spring of 1913. They 
ved on thelr homestead und! 184%, when they 
and thelr two enlldren moved to Lowa, U.S.A 

‘rs. Best (Ine trained nurse) started a tis! 








basketball team. From a previous marriage she 
had three girs and one boy ‘by the name of 
‘Thompson. The gris on the ariginal team were: 
Anna Bardenhagen “Mabel Easter, Helen 
Lockhart," Louella "Thompson (airs. Best's 
aughter), and Nora Withers Lange. 

Mr. Amis was the dest mail earier out ofthe 
Valley, "The fist bridge across the Medicine 
iver in our atea was but in 3911 

Mrs. Withers passed away in Calgary in 1929, 
and Bi. Withers passed on & few years later 












































Midland 


‘THE MIDLAND COMMUNITY AND ITS 
HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

‘On the west slope of land between the valleys 
of the Medicine and Blladman rivers, lies the 
alana community. Its borders are allled with 
{he school division boundaries which were es: 
{abllshed on July" 5, 1098. Prior to this the 
Midland Sehol Distrit No. 4856 was a part of 
Municipal District of Last West No. 431. On Jan 
4, Tesz the County’ of Ponoka No. 3 was lacor 
porated by Ministeria order so the area now es 
‘itn the County boundaries, 

Before belng settled the land was covered 
with balm and poplar trees, with scattered birch 
tn the higher ground. The lower ground Was 
Covered with willow, spruce and varying 
amounts of tamarack’ and. pine. There were 
many springs which fed the streams and swamp 
freas, The streams that drain this low land are 
not large. ‘The terrain is rolling with a general 
Slope from northeast fo southwest bu n ills ae 
ioorsieep to cultivate. The climates comparable 
{othe Red Deer area, with ts late and early 
frosts, I is posse te have snow storms in Tt of 
the 13 months. Heavy rains and severe al 
storms have been experienced in many areas 
ver the years. 

“The sol inthe central and northeastern parts 
are generally clay mixed. with gravel. The 
Soumwest, whieh Ison the level with the 
Medicine Fiver, Is black loam. There are many 
large sloughs and swamp areas which cannot be 
culfivated but with drainage now, some can be 
‘sed for pasture 

‘Owing tothe combination of soll and climate 
conditions the area ls entirely devoted to mixed 
farming. Barley is the main erop grown, wh 
Fipe and oats becoming more coraman. Some 
Wheat is grown but Is not popular because of the 
Short growing season, Many areas of tame ay is 
‘grown and oats cut early for greenfeed is sed 
for eatie feed whieh fs the majority of the live 
Stock raised. There are some pigs, sheep and 
horses however, 

"The community {snot an old one in Ugh of 
some ofthe other settlements in Alberta, fo the 
first settlers ola not arrive unt the turn of the 
century 
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‘These ploncers came trom two main points, 
England and the United States, They bull theit 
homes of log along the winding tralls that Joined 
Wittenburg. (Leedale) and. Kansas Ridge 
‘almbes)- Many of the homesteaders spent the 
Fest of their ves tn the distit 

“Two brothers who eame from Ohio were Clem 
and Franke Jonnsman, Clem hamesteaded the SE 
42:3: in 1908, Franke came In 1907 and 
hhomesteaded the NE quarter in the same se 
‘Jack Rotherham, a flendly English bachelor 
froin Coventry, England, horvesteaded the NW 
8 in 1007, He was noted because be had 

In 1908 Bertram, Richard, and Wallam 
Willams came. trom Bristol, England to 
homestead NW 16, SW 20 and NW 21, They were 
followed by a cousin Ernest Prosser and his 
cousin Tom Cooke in 1911, They settled on the E 
half of 0, Franels Marshall homesteaded the SW 
{about the same time and George Williams who 
‘Came in 1916 took over this quater. 

‘Norman, Harold and Ronald Chinneck came 
from Detroit Mie, in 1907; Norman and Harold 
homesteaded the S hat of 38 but Ronald went on 
to southern Albert 

Prank Laye came from England and 
rhomesteaded the NE iB in Jl: He sald t fo Guy 
(Graham from Chicago in 129, then moved tothe 
Benjamin astriet. 

‘im Wille came from Minnesota in 1908, He 
{ooic tp ne NW dand lived there unt hs death in 
1882, 

‘Other early sttors ware Leon Henry Chabot 
‘who came in 1a to the NE of 1, D. Finch in 1806, 
land N. G. Might sho lived on the same seetlon 
‘thers were Wm. hurby, the Bodicost tary, 
‘Angus MacDonald, Prank Peters, Bert Horne, 
Harris, Lou Baton, Jim Jackson, Dick Jones 
Jack Brandon, Chris Bakke, Howard Bowman 
land probably others. In the early 1820's Theo 
Lave’ came to the SW 30, the Ernest Hayward 
family to the half o7, and Lyle Visger fo SW 
i 


In 1810 a rallway was surveyed across the 
‘community The stakes and culline were In 














evidence for many years, but It was abandoned 
‘when World War I broke out. 

‘When the depression years came on there 
were several families who came in on @ gover 
‘ment seheme, but very few of tena stayed for 
more than a couple of years, Reliet was 
available tarough te Musletpalty but tere 
‘Wasn't very many Who took advantage of 1 
Unless sekness oF disability was a factor, the 
ploneer pride was always In command and peo 
ple got along with what they had, depriving 
themselves of good fo, clothing and comfort 
many eases, Any rele obtalned was pala back 
by road work or supplying Wood far the schools 

‘The rest of the land was quelly occupied by 
the Influx of many settlers seeking land in Alb. 
ta, {rom the dust bowls of Saskatchewan, This 
period remembered as the "Dirty Thirties" were 
Nery’ trying years. Some of the families who 
Came then were: Ole Hulberg, Sam Wilson, 
Sack, Floyd," Allan and John Boot, Carl and 
‘John’ Iverson, Macdonald, Sam’ Sprecker, 
Henry, Gilbert, and John Krogstad and Cari 
‘Brun, Because of this great influx of setters with 
School age ehildren the demand for a” schoo! 
Became evident, in August 1999 a contract was 
given to Clem Baldridge to build the Midland 
‘Schoo! and In January 1810 classes commenced, 
Tt served the cornmunity until 198 when It was 
Closed and the children bussed into Rimbey. Tt 
Seas then sold and moved to Faraway, where It 
Served as a school and community centre. 

‘Because of the new mode of travel the ads 
had to be improved. The trails which were Fully 
fn rough were no longer good enough, so they 
‘Were graded and gravelied 

"The roads, which mere impassable for much 
‘of he winter, had tobe plowed free of snow sothe 
‘Schoo! bus could travel 

"Most of the farmers id thelr grocery shop 
ping in the Leedale General Store where they 
Also got ther mall. 

"The community had no newspaper ofits own 
0 the local neds s published in the imbey 
Recora, 

‘Ladies’ Club was formed in 1948 and stl 
provides social gatherings, potluck suppers and 
Dleales for ine members. 

Tn the relatively short perlod of fifty years, 
this community, whieh Was a network of wagon, 
trails had progressed to accommodate the 
Sutomobie. 

‘nthe lst 25 years progress has changed the 
country scene immensely. The horse which our 
‘ery livelihood depended on, nas been replaced 
by the tractor, and is used now only for pleasure 
‘The horsedrsmm machinery, the wagon, binder, 
{and threshing machine as now been Fepiaced by 
the swather, baler and combine. The dscovery 
bt gas resulted in this revolutionary ehange fo 
‘machines, 

"Fine new homes now stand where the tle log 
houses once accommodated many large 
families, 




















Electricity has brought a tremendous change 
In the lives of those In the community. It has 
brought In many labor saving” devices. and 
fnodern appllanees. ‘The change to power and 
lighting was a major step, ‘There are very few 
hhomes tna donot have indoor plumbing and run 
ning. water nov In looking back t0 the early 
{Yeats we must thank thote early ploneers who 
braved the unknown, with wite and family, to 
Sele this area, We look (o them with gratitude 
land admiration, for they are 2 gencration who 
experienced many things that the generations 
‘now and in he fulure Wil never experience 
“would ike to thank Dale Visger for much of 
this Information. 
Dorls MeEIroy 
District Representative 


WHAT PRICE SCROLL 

Tou know the taste of bannock and you've lived 
bn beans and bacon, 

you've squatted onthe prairie when the land is 
Tor the taken, 

Ityou've grubbed for roots and carried rocks and 
ode tl you've been shaken, 

oy”, You've had it, you're an A One Pioneer. 

the social life was hearty and the plumbing out 
ot doors, 

1 the water froze in pals, and fost eame creep 
Ing through the Hoar, 

st your hundred sixty acres was as sure a5 
shootin yours, 

Don't worey frend, you've been a Ploneer. 

1f you've yearned for fllet mignon when the 
tend boasted prunes, 

1 You've dressed in flgur sacking and you've 
ing the cowboy tunes, 

1 you've ehoked In dust, from threshing under 
iellon harvest moon, 

‘you can say for sure, You've been # Ploncer. 

1f you've hummed in tune with fides while the 
aller called Quadrille, 

It you've seen a prairie sunset through the haze 
pon the ails 

It you've heard the coyote serenade with al its 
bipes and thei 

‘you've been Through ft — you can say you've 
Pioneered 

1 you've aed up your blessings and forgotten 

I you've slept beneath tarpaulins when the rain 
ame through the cracks, 

If you've known the hosptaity of always open 
Shacks, 

‘You Doni Need a Scroll, You've Boen A Pioneer 


BAILLIE, WILLIAM AND ANITA — NW 842. 
ws 





My husband and I, Anita Bailie, came to the 
Midland dlsrit In thefall of 172, We bought the 
Quarter of land formerly owned by Otto 
Leskosek, and moved here from Salmon Arm, 
Be 











Bill worked with his father In the realestate 
business for 12 Years before the war. His father 
Sas the mayor of Hampstead, a subir of Mon 

‘il served inthe Royal Canadian Airforce as 
Fright Sergeant for seven years. After he war he 
‘Worked as an accldentinvestigaior and assessor 
‘with steamships Canada along the sea coast and 
‘St. Lawrence River, 

Twas born at Pincher Creek (Anita Four 
niet) 

‘My parents came from New Brunswick inthe 
early THs and were the Hirst ploneers in tat 

‘My mother is ving in the senior citizens 
lodge in Sylvan Lake and is stl enjoying feat 
the age of 8 years. 

‘Thave been teaching school for 3 years with 
te exception ofa two Year period I speat inthe 
srmed forces 

‘We have ote son, Mel. He marsied the former 
Beh Miller from Fort Saskatenewan In 1968. We 
fare now boasting two grandehlldren, Morrie — 
she and a half years and Danna — three months 
‘Mel and Beth are both graduates ofthe Univers: 
iy of Alberia with Bachelor of Education 
degrees 

‘During the 1975-1976 school term they were on 
fan exchange program and went to Australla to 
each. Mel taught in the Brisbane College and 
‘Bet also taught schoo! nearby. 





i a ee etre a Aa Moe 


“The men all teach school in shorts and knee 
socks. 1 Took ‘a oliday and made trip 10 
‘Australia to visit n the surmmer of 1916. It wes 2 
{reat experience and I enjoyed immensely 
"The Mel Ballies on returning from Australia 
have accepted a postion with Narthera Intercom 
of Canada in Telecommunieations. ‘They have 


been awarded a dlstrict managership In Win- 
nipeg and are enjoying thelr new home there 
‘Tam presently teaching school at Buftion 
and looking forward fo retiring. We have a fem 
cattle and ill keeps busy with farm work. 


BAKKE, CHRISTIAN AND ELIZABETH—by 
MM Faryna 

Christian Bakke was born on June 4, 182 in 
stravanga, Norway. 191904 Re came out to Mon 
tana USA. to farm with ts brother Elles who 
was born In Sanda, Norway In 188 

Tn 1810 Chris went to Nome, Alaska to try his 
luck at prospeeting and mining but returned to 
‘Washington where he f 
before coming to. Canad 
omesteaded the SW 5223W5.fust east of 
Leedale and was lving there when he met 
Elleabetn Bolger who became his wite on March 
6, 12, They were married Inthe Ualtea Church 
‘in Rimbey. David Simpson was the minister at 
the Ue 

(Chrs and Eliza lived on the farm and raised & 
family of five children 

"Catt Andrew was born December 25, 1922, 











Norine Viola arrived on March 1 1998) Fern 
Hilina on December 18, 1990, Mildred Joyce on 
age 85 and Gags Ingeborg on October 3, 





All the ebildren went to Benjamin School at 
least for most of thelr schooling. Norine dd a 
fend the Leedale High School for some of her 
trades. When the Midlana School opened Fern 
Wwent there fo tale Grade 7, 8 and 8 

‘Norine was supervising classes at Benjamin 
School the first year Fera went fo Sildlana but 
Mildred went to Benjamin as she had been doing. 
Norine was moved to a sehoot out by Rocky 
‘Mountain House fo supervise there as 8000 a8 
teacher out of University took her place 

‘On July 5, 1824 Christian Baleke took out his 
natiohallzation papers. Hls brother, Ellas spent 
part of each year withthe family’ on the farm 
Uipuntl the 190s He was living in Edmonton at 
the’ time af his death on Dee. 2, 1954 











Carl worked in the logging camps and forthe 
nelgntors until he enlisted in the army to 1982, 
Aiter one year of training at Calgary and 
Camrose he went overseas Yo Britain and on to 
North Aérica in March 1943 After three years of 
fetive and occupational service he was dls: 
‘changed and came back to Rimbey in 1848, Car) 
legt in 1988 and has worked and lved in several 
flferent places. He has a very nice family of 
tight enlldren and he and Als wife Leona now live 
in Mirror, Alberta. They nave five 
srandehildren 

NNorine married Eimer Teskey on Dec. 23 
soi, He fad been iN the army_and served 
‘overseas as well They Wed in Rocky Mountain 
House for a number of years and then Elmer 
Started working forthe Government. They made 
‘many moves betore the children started school 
‘and then they settled in Grande Prairie, Alberta, 
‘here they lived untll moving 10. Edmanten 
Elmer has just recently retired and hey nowilve 
fon an acreage near Wabumun, Alberta. They 
‘ave five ehildren and four grandchildren 

‘Bern married Lloyd Zuter in July 191, who 
had served Tour years in the army. He Jolned up 
In 1982, 1008 part inthe Invasion of France and 
Was discharged In 346, They lved in Rea Water 
fora short time, then moved to Edmonton for 8 
Thumber”of years betore moving to Grande 
Prairie, where they sill reside, ‘They have a 
family of three. The oldest son is married and 
lives in Grande Prairie, The second son is ving 
In Edmonton, ‘The youngest, a gil Is living at 
Home and going to Shoot, 

‘lidred matried Elmer Adrian in June 1951 
and they llved on @ farm south west of Rocky 
Mountain. House. ‘They hed. four. enildren, 
Mildred lived at Rocky Mountain House unt 
148 when the moved to Grande Prairie to lve, 
She worked in the hospital tere and then ized 
fn as a cook's helper onthe oll rig. A year later 
She moved to Edmonton and worked ia nursing 
Rome, bu lett thereto cook In a eafe fora Year 
‘When it was s0ld she went back to work at the 
fursing home. In 1902 Mildred married ike 
Faryas and in 1973 they moved to Alder Flats 
there they bought a small grocery sore, [91975 
they were forced to sell the business due to 
ress and since March, 1977 they have beea INing 
{nthe small town of Breton, Alberts, 

Gladys Bakke joined the Royal Canadian Air 
Force in 188, and served for seven Years, until, 
{oun ‘She took her baste training ia St. iohns, 
‘Quebec, elen typis training at Alymer, Ontario, 
Sd was posted fo Comox, LC, for ine month. 
‘She was then transterred to Ale Division Nato 
Headquarters in Metz, France where she served 
for thfee years. In 160 she recelved a promtion 
to Corporal, On her return to Canada she served 
fat the Training Base In Clinton, Ontaro for two 
‘years before her release. Gladys worked In Ea 
monton then, until January 4910 and went to 
Sydney, Australia in February, 170 where she 
lived until May'19%3. On her retura to Canada she 
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cose totiv in Vancouver ands presenty ving 
in'an easterg sobury at Port Cogutiam, BC 

in Shit Chas and lea sold the fat 
moved into Rey. He worked i planing 
Bila ie and hen n 20 when the Ree 
MfunlepalHoaptal eponed. he: became. the 
tito here wads good natated mao, 
Ieee cure fle an bday 
{ends fe passed’ away suaenty at work 00 
‘November 24, 1952. ni 

Sie Balke stayed on in Rimbey fora time 
bo went fo tive wid her daughter at Grende 
rai when she became i Se passe ayn 
{he Univesity Hospital in Apel 96 ater © 
iene ess. 


BALDRIDGE, CLEM AND HELEN — by 3 
lor 

‘Mr, and airs. Baldridge moved tothe Leedale 
aisle fom Leduc in 190, They ought the SE 
1423.63 and lived there for 13 years. 

“They had three children Gordon, Arthur and 
‘Matte. Clem Was a good carpenter and did alot 
‘ot carpenter work besides his farming. He bull 
the ildland sehoo! In 199. 

‘rs, Baldridge was a member of the Leedale 
Wi. and was one of many who had a leading part 
Inthe Ola. Malds Convention and the Amateur 
program. She always had a smile and was Wil 
fng fo lend helping hand wherever she Was 
needed. 

“The children attended the Leedale publle 
‘schoo! and High school In 1844 the family moved. 
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to Dawson Creek where Clem worked as a 
Carpenter. A chosen daughter Joan joined the 
family that same year 

‘lem Baldridge passed away’tn 1952 and Gor 
on who was ving In California dled in 19%. 

‘Arthur had a loueking business In Grimshaw 
for many years but now lives tn Surrey, B.C 

Marie married Don Taylor. They have four 
cnildren, Bryan and Jamies are married, Sherr 
lee and’ Robert are stil at home. 

“foun is living at Kelowna, B.C 

Helen Baldridge fs now living at Port Moody, 
B.C. She fs 78 yours of age 


BLACKBOURNE—JACK 

“Jack Blackbourne came to this district on 
april 22, 1085, from ‘Wembley, Alberta. He 
bought the SW 10423.W8 from Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Olds, 

‘During the seven years he farmed here he 
cleared 35 aeres of land and worked at Syiver 
Service in Rimbey in the winter. 

‘He made many frends, was & good nelghbor, 
and was always Feady to lend a helping hand 

"He sold the farm to Reg Wright n 32 and ett 
tn June of that year for Sunare where he worked 
fa farm, In 4975 he went to Olds to a farm J, 

fre ls planning to Feire west of Olds In the 
spring of 1878 


BODICOAT FROM MRS. PLERSON’S SCRAP. 
BOOK — NW 2-2-3 WS — 1915 — Father and 
‘Son Die in 

"A very sad aceldent occurred Inthe valley on 
‘Tuesday of ast week when Mr. Bodlcoat and his 
son Wille lost their lives: H appears that Willie 
‘Went down into tne well fo get a bucket which had 
{allen in, and had only gone down a short ways 
‘when hs ttle sister who was standing near the 
{op, heard him cal for help and then fail into the 

‘She immediately called for her father who 
was milking in the yard, ‘The father ran to the 
Well nd advised Mrs. Bodicoat to go for help 
‘When hep arrived twas ony fo find father and 
Son dead, The well, which was abou 80 feet deep, 
‘vas led with gas. Besides the wile and sister & 
Ile git is lett to mourn thetr Ios. 


BOOTH, JACK AND EDITH — by D. Jennings 

ack Booth along with his wife Beith moved 
{rom their home tn Siinnesota to Pentold, Albor- 
{ain 190. His father inlaw, sbrother in-law and 
thelr families came also. They fad all thelr 
‘machinery, cattle, horses and household goods 
Shipped by train, 

‘ter the frst winter there they decided to 
move back to Minnesota. They had thelr OW 
Femilyorchestea ‘at that tne and played for 
ances and parties inthe area and In Red Deer. 

"In 1894 after ving In souttern Saskatchewan 
{or four Years they moved 10 the Leedale area. 
‘They came by covered wagons and trailed thelr 
Cate, The green pastures and trees were a love 














ly sight after the few years spent on the ary 
raiies. 

‘At thls time thelr family consisted of thelr 
oldest son, Floyd, his wite the former Alida Tver: 
fon, the single sons, John, Alla, and Mure, 
‘Two ‘daughters, Allee and’ her" tusband Joe 
Lester and the youngest daughter, Violet, 
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Jack and Floyd were both good blacksmiths 
and did alot of work fr neighbors, Jack bought 
the NE 642-35 and Floyd the SW 124245. 

‘allan and Morle retired tothe United States 
at he beginning of the second World War and 
Spent four vears inthe U.S. Army. After the War 
{hey returned to Mmnesota, married and Stl 
live there 

ohn lived inthe Midland dlstrict for several 
years on the NE 1742-35. He married Julla 
Helnsen from Spruceview. They had one 
daughter Marlene, who Is. now Mrs. Tom 
Sakaluk, and live in Rimbey with thelr three 
Children, ‘Allee and Joe Lester lived in the 
Midland area for 23 years, then sold ther farm, 
NE 42-38 and moved (o Rolling Hills, 

‘The aldest Booth daughter was married and 
‘remained in Minnesota, 

‘Poyd, Alida and thelr family o ght ehldzen 
lived an the farm for 21 years and then moved to 
Rimbey. Floyd worked for O. i. Moore's Fur 
niture Store and allda worked in the horptal 

























Their chile 
sim, Gti, 
‘eho at Midland 

Floyd passed away in 1970 in Kelowna, B.C. 
and Alida now lives In Red Deer 





Dolores, Bud, Opal, Joyce, 
‘and Bernard ai atiended 








BOWMAN, MR. AND MES. HOWARD 

"Me. and Mrs, Howard Bowman eame to the 
NW 042.205 before 1918 from the Southern 
United States 

Mr, Bownian was known as an excellent 
horseman and broke many’ acres of virgin land 
{or the settlers with hs team of draft horses and 
2 walking breaking pov. 

hrs, Bowman (Maude) was an excellent cook 
‘and at harvest time went fo Southern Alberta (0 
fake charge. of the cook house oa the large 
thresting enews as they moved trom ranch to 

They were very hospitable people, and the 
younger members ofthe community loved fo go 
there and partake ofthe retreshments whieh she 
always seemed to have on hand. in later years 
they so thelr farm, which fs now (1872) owned 
by the Patersons "and moved. to, Lacombe, 
Duliding a small new home athe northvest part 
bt the town where they remained unl heir pass 
ing, 

"mere were no children, 





BRANDON, JACK 
“Jack Brandon Was born at Sault Ste Marte in 
asil-and grew up in Ontario. In 1902 he 
homesteadea the land now ovined by. Mr. 
Dolman. He lived in this area for many years, 
dnd. passed away in the Rimbey Auxillary 
Hosphal June 1 1980 at the age of 79 years 





BROAD=MRS. MINERVA—by Joan Freeman 
‘Mite, Minnie Broad was housekeeper, for 2 
time, for Bertram Willams who ved on the NWP 
ieaaws. 
Her father was Captain ofthe Royal Yacht tn 
the time of Queen Vietoria and held tat position 
fntll ne was retired by the Queen. 





His daughter Minnle met and married 
willam Walpole, who twas" a barzister. After 
tight years of marrlage healed very suddenly of 
tuberculosis, There Were no children. 

‘After elght Years and being an accomplished 
planist she met Perey. Broad, who was fst 
olinist in a symphony orchestra 

"They were magried in 1905 and had one child 
Joan, tow Mrs, Nigel Dodge of Hemet, Califor 
ia 

‘Mrs. Broad left her husband and came to 
Ccansda about 1912 assuming the name of rs, 
Brooks for a time, The Willam's brothers had 
attended school with Perey Broad and when she 
frrived in Rimbey, she soon fook her rightful 

Tn 1922, after Keeping house for, Bert 
Willams, she moved to Himbey and’ teught 
Isle, From there she moved fo Lacombe and 
[Sbout 1929 went back fo England. After a short 
Stay she relured to Canada and lived in or near 
‘Vancouver with her daughter now Mrs. Donald 
MeKay. Joan had two children Disa and 
Donald 

‘Donild hed three children and Dinah bad four 
children. 

‘Mrs, Broad dled in Vancouver. She was over 
‘years of age and was called by the workers on 
he Granville street bridge, “The Grand old 
Esay of Granville Street." 


BRZOSTOWSKI, ME. AND MRS. B.—NES-t%4 
ws 

‘enediet and Theresa Brzostowskl bought @ 
(quarter of land from Otto Leskosek and moved 
‘fom Armstrong, B.C. to the Midland district in 
Sane 1u7t- They farmed here for five Years and 
hada few cate, Hen bull a sawmill and saved 
lumber. They’ soid the land to Mr and Mrs. Max 
Keesar and moved 19 Port MacLeod in June 107. 

‘ir. and Mrs. Brzostowskl have three 
children, Rudy Is at Kelowna, Ludwig and his 
‘rite and daughter in Armstrong, B.C. and Rosa 
{and her husband and wee son lve in Calgary 





‘THE ART CARPENTER FAMILY 

1, Art Carpenter was. born in Consul 
slatehewan and eame with my parents to tae 
‘Troch district in alberta, at an early age. My 
folks farmed east of Trocha until 1825, when they 
ole the farm and moved to Winborae district 
‘west of Trochu 

Tn 837 T married Dorothy Bigolow. We moved 
aroiind for afew year, spending one year In the 
orth West Territories at Fort Smit 

‘Our aldest boy bivron Walter was Dorn in Ed 
rmonto May’, 198, The second boy Ivan Eavin 
‘was bom in Trechu, November 1, 190 

in Wii we moved to Sundre in the James 
River district where our four other children were 
bom in the Olde hospital Wayne Arthur bora 
February 22, 195, Ormand Emerson born, Oc 
{ober 17 1847, Sandra Beatrice born, September 
4 149 and Silla Dorothy born Tune 20, 1951. 











We farmed in the James River area for 16 
‘years. The children rode two and one halt tiles 
to James River Sehool, They found itrether eh 
Iy In winter and really appreciated the ride on 
the school bus when we moved to Rimbey in 1958 

‘We purchased a farm elght miles’ west of 
Rimbey from Fred Schroeder and sll arm the 
NE2E2-W, 

My wie, being a registered nurse, went to 
work’ at the Rimbey Auxillary Hospital the fll 
‘of 1958 where she continued working Unt She 
retired in February 1913 
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1In 1961 my father Franke Carpenter and two 
brothers, Hobe and Bill moved onto the Bll 
Becker farm. My brother Tl passed away In 
1961 ana Hobe In 196. 

‘Our two oldest sons, Myron and Ivan, took 
over their farm for the next 1W0 years, then 
‘yon passed away siddentyas a result of car 
Aaceldent in March 1985. We then farmed the 
Blace.unill 192 when it Was sold fo Elwood 
Becker. 

“Tne boys and I farmed together for a few 


Years, In 1872 Ivan married Doona Goodall ot 
Wintied, Aiberta, ‘they ved here until the 
spring of 1976 when Ivan sold his land and they 
‘moved fo Hoey, Saskatenewan, Doana worked in 
the CO.OP store in Rimbey while they ivea here, 
he stil works parttime fn the CO-OP tm Prince 
‘Albert. Ivan Is employed by Shell Ol. 

Wayne married Sharon Newman of Calgary 
in 168, They have three ehldren: Bret, Paula 
and ‘Travis. They lived here uni ths spring 
Gisr7 when Wayne accepted a job a8 Assistant 
Manager with Douglas Lake Cattle Co., neat 
Merrit, BC 

‘Orman martied Sharon MeMann of Eekville 
fn Tofs, ‘They have two children” Darcy and 
Rhonda. They tive in Drayton Valley where hes 
employed by Norelte Oi 

‘andra married Charles Brockway of Nanton 
Jn 186, where they farmed unt Charles dled 
fBllowing a tragle aceldeat when he was tarot 
ffom a horse. He died nine day's later in 
November 7, 1989 in the Foothills Hospital in 
Calgary. They had one daughter, Shannon born 
November 24, 1968, Sandra later married Fred 
DBeclny of Winieid, where they purchased his 
Father's farm. They have a boy, Myron 

‘Fred and his dad have a six horse iteh of 
black Percheron, whieh they have in parades, 
‘They won many trophies at pulling matches. 

Stella married Ted Ziel of Edmonton. They 
have two chllaren, Christina and Charity. They 
‘Dough an acreage and taller and live in out 
‘yard. They are inthe chuekwagon business and 
‘were sponsored last year by John Deere of 
Canaaa, 

















(CHABOT, HENRY AND LAURA, NE 1124.95 

ieeon fienty Chabot was born in St. Cessaire, 
Quebce on July 2, 1863. His wife, the former 
{sara St Pierre, was born on May if, 187 in St 
Bie, County of Bagot, ‘Quebec. ‘They were 
Imatvied in Jn8 and came west to Lethbridge in 
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A daughter Ernestine Honovine was born on 
yuly 3, that same ver. 

“They eame to Wittenberg, nov Leedale In 
and homesteaded the SE 1442-505, where they 
‘bull's log house and barn, In August 1814 thelr 
Second daughter Annette Marie was born with 
the nelp of midwives, Mrs. Terslotl and Mrs, 
‘Barker, close nelghbors of the homestead, 
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Ernestine and Annette attended the 
Beaconsfield schoo! unl they moved tothe SE ot 
Sat Wittenberg whlch Is now owned by Lee 
Mannix 

"MT. and rs. BIL Withers and family ved for 
several years on the old homestead, Mr. and 
Mis. Gerry Aibach and family are the present 

Mr, and Mrs. Chabot then purchased the XE 
2424 WS in 1 They bul thelr home near the 
reckon the eastside of the quarter because of 
the road allowance but @ passable road Was 





ever bullt 30 access to the land was made 
{rough the MeKensie quarter from the west, 
The girs then atlended the Leedale schoo 

MMF. Chabot twas a-member of the school 
board, and worked as a farm assessor, besides 
the farming 

‘On March 29, 1928 a son Oliver Henry was 
born, Aunt Lou Challand and Mrs. Johnsman 
‘were on hand for this happy event 

‘re, Laura ‘Chabot, who was a dedicated 
mother anda hard working woman, passed away 
tn Maren 15, 1948 after a lengthy” lines, 
{Fimestine married John Joseph O'Hara and had 
five daughters. Bernice (Mason) of Rocky Moun: 
fain House, Laura Ann (Current) and. Shela 
{ivlison) of Edmonton, Fay (Chatwoed) and 
Myra (Johnson) of Leslieville 

‘Ernestine passed stay July 28, 1997 and her 
‘husband Joe on August 3, i968. They lived inthe 
LEeedate area all thelr ves. 

“Annette married Albert emma i 1996 ond 
farmed south west of Rimbey unl 1970 whe il 
health forced him to retire. They nad elght 
‘hlldren, George died in (nancy in 858. Set. Bd 
‘de Kemmis who jolted the Signal Corps. R. C 
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Reg. in 1958 and ls now statoned at Petawawa, 
Ontaro 

Theresa (Taylor) lives at Onoway. Flaine 
(Cameron), in Ponoka, Clifford ot Leslieville, 
Lenard who passed awey sudden as the result 
of a ear aceldent in 196, his twin sister Lenora 
(Carsience) of Calgary and Faith (Newman) of 
Rimbes 

“Albert passed away June 6, 1973 and Annette 
sul ives fy aime 

‘Oliver Joined the army in 1948, He served with 
the Medical Corp at Camp Borden Ontario dU 
Ing the second. World War. He. now lives In 
Ricnmond, Vieginla Where he works a an X- 
ray technician. He has three sons!” Dean, 
Renard, and Sherwood, 











‘THE CHINNECK BROTHERS — 1997 
arold, Norman, and Ronald Chiancck ac 

‘companied bythe sister Geraldine, came tothe 

‘Wittenberg district from Detralt, Michigan, 

Tn 1007, Harold homesteaded the SE 18423. 
‘Ws, now orned by Fors Looy. In 191, he folned 
His Majestis forces and served overseas Und 
war was over in 818, Hee longer hada desire 0 
arm, so went to Calgary and worked In the 
Wales Hotel for several years before moving f0 
Regina where he was married. 

‘Norman also (ook @ homestead in 1907, It 
joined Harold's quarter onthe west and is now 
Owned ‘by Harold Lemieux. He was a stone 
‘mason and an expert in the trade, He worked on 
the Parliament Bullaings in Edmonton 

onald didnot take up land, but worked in the 
area for awhile before going fo Fort Macleod. He 
Worked on the railroad and later died there, 

‘Geraldine, beter known to her many friends 
as Gerry, married Leo Benson, who 
hhomesteaded the NW 16-42-45 in 1908. They 
ralsed a big family and llved al thrives inthe 
FRimbey area eopansed away in 1b and Gerry 


(CRUIKSHANK, JACK AND LIL. 

“Jack and Vil, one son Wayne, and a daughter 
clla, moved to Fumbey from Calgary in 1919 
buying the Jim Jackson half section. Having 
Been raised in the ely, they also took onthe task 
flogging outa great deal otlumber off ne home 
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‘quarter. It took two years with Buster and Albert 
‘Naame moving helt sawmaills infor the summer 
months 

"Two more children were born here, Jacquin 
and James, Sol the farm October of 19720 Ray 
Lambertus, Jack is employed with Stell Canada 
Resources Ltd, We have never gut the farming 
operation. We have a piece of land three mlles 
forth of Oids, Alberta Our son, Jim, and us have 
Fullblood and purebred Charolais eat, We were 
the frst to bring these calc in tis area in 1968, 

‘Celia Is married to Wayne Dieke of HalkiPk 
and have two children, They live in Calgary 

“Taequelin is married fo Gary Latimer of 
Remittal Cattle Co. They have two children and 
live tree miles south of Olds. 

‘Wayne married JIl Richards of Olds. They 
nave one child and iive tn Calgary. 


GILLILAND, BoB 

"Bod Cliland was bora in Ontario and came to 
Bowden when «young boy to farm with his 
brother, 

“in 1850 he came to the Midland district where 
the bought the NW 4-42.05 from Ms, Krogstad 

Aller 18 years of farming Bob sold the land to 
Ron Anderion and retired 

Te weat (0 Sylvan Lake for awhile and then 
came to stay with Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hohn neat 
Leedale. Irene is his nlece, 

‘When they moved into Rimbey he lived in @ 
suite in thelr basement 

He is BD years of age, sill active and keeps 
aguite well He Is now resident of the Parkland 
Manor 


GRANDMOTHER'S “RECEET” 

We were recently Informed by a young 
woman that years ago When her mother was 
bride, her grandmather gave her the following 
“receet" for washing elathes, It appears below 
just asitwas written, L Bld aire in back yard to 
feet kettle of rain water, 2 Set tube so smoke 
‘on't blow in eyes if wind ls pert. 3, Shave one 
Hole cake ie soap tn bin water. 4. Sort things, 
‘make three ples 1 plle whe, 1 plieeullored 1 


plle work britches and rags. 5. Str Nour In cold 
{rater tosmooth then fain down with biin water 
6. "tub derty spots on board, serub hard, then 
bite. Rub eultord but don’ ile, — just rench and 
Stareh. 7. Take white things out of ketlle with 
broom stick handle then rench, blew and starch. 
8 Spred tee towels on grass. 9, Hang old rags on 
fence. 10, Pore rench water in flower bed. 11. 
Scrub porch with hot soapy water. 12. Turn tubs 
Upside’ down, 1%. Go put on cleen dress, smooth 
hair with side combs — brew up cup of tee, set 
and rest and rock a spell and count blessings. 


‘THE HAYWARD FAMILY Robert Emest and 
‘Minnie Hayward — Hig 7424053 NW 7423-05, 
by Irene Hayward Vellioux 

Weelett the Jabez MePherson farm, one mile 
‘east of Bentley one sunny morning ih October 
1821, Daa and George Calkins each had & load of 
furiture, Mother and we children went by car 
Mf, Harold Veeflind was the driver who knew 
Where fo go, We got to te Jon Olsen farm west 
bt Leedale about seven o'clock in the evening and 
found a threshing crew there. 

‘ir. and Mrs. Claude Chaliand had the farm 
rented and were jt finishing up. We were given 
Supper, whlch was much enjoyed. then found 
ples to sep, We were weary and lire 

When we moved to Leedale there were fve 
enildren: Francls, Irene, Bob, Walter, snd Elen 
‘who was bora that spring. Bertha our youngest 
Sister arrived om August 3,192 





1 went to school with two neighbor girs, 
‘Ernestine and Annette Chabot. We thee gris al 
rode together on the same horse, Mr. Olsen's 
horses were all at Mrs. Olsen's brothers place, 
Ernest Jacobson, and Chale, When the horses 
‘were brought home tothe Olsen farm we got fo 





"de our own ponies. Two of we children rode the 
tne horse. We were all atlending the Leedale 
Schoo! by Christmas 191 

"Dad went to work in the winter months for 
Varty’s Lumber’ Company. Twill say. three 
‘winters but Teould be wrong. Then farmed in the 
Summer months, 

"There were summer plenles held at Jack 
Shermans’ farm, atte o¥er half rll fora the 
farm we were on To Walk over We had fo cross 
Hugh Lindsay's farm, 

1h 1922 or 1923 Dad took over the payments on 
tae NW 342409 whlch was 8 guarter that 
belonged to Willam Gardener Sr. then Ea Quinn 
fook over from dad, from there Pete Fraser 
ought 

‘Dad bought land northeast of Leedale E halt 
‘TALLWS, later fo become Mldland alstrct, 

‘We children all went fo Leedale school and 
Bertha also went to Midland school when It was 
Dullt, in 1940. Ellen also attended the Loedale 
igh school, went onto the University of Alberta, 
and recelved her Bachelor of Education degree. 
She taught school at Meadowrvale, Homeglen, 
Rose, Sylvan Helghts and Fumbey. Ellen was 
well ied by young and old She alvays looked 
tn the lighter side and took things witha smile, 
She passed away in Apel 190 ater a lengthy i 
ness, Dad passed away, In December 1918, 
Mother ang Pranes in 1950 and a baby brother 
Charlie in 197 

Francis and 1 lived Just a short time in 
Midland district, although Ihave kept in contact 
for several Years. 

ob sil lives in Midland district. Walter and 
‘wife, Mary, at Clinton, B.C. Bertha at Midnapore 
tnd i live west of Red Deer 

“Tals Is a short story of Mr. and Mrs. RE. 
Hayward and fart. 


HAYWARD, WALTER AND MARY 

"Walter was born at Langley, B.C. and moved 
to Carles, Alberta with his parents while st 3 
baby, 

“They moved to Bentley where Walter started 
‘school and then to Leedale in 121 where he went 
{o-school until completion. He then lived in 
(Crossfield afew years before jolning the armyin 
190, 

io met Mary Baggot in Edmonton at that 
lime, She was also in the army bat never went 

‘Mary was born In Linarea, Alberta and took 
her sehooling. there in a tog_ school with 40 
Shugents and.one teacher In one Toor. 

‘When Walter returned from overseas In 1945, 
he and Mary were married and moved on the 
former Harold ‘Thomas farm (SE 54235) 
February 1916 

‘They have two daughters who are both 
married, Mary Ellen ives in B.C. and Chery in 
SSskatehewan, There are two grandchildren 

“They left the farm and moved fo Edmonton in 





1853 where Walter was employed at Nameo Alr 
Base inthe felght depot, unl his retirement. 

“Tuey moved to Clinton, B.C. in 1976 and are 
enjoying their retirement. 


HULBERG, OLE AND DORTHEA NW 19-423. 
W5 — by Ingmar Huberg 

‘Ole Hulberg was born in Ringsaker, Norway 
(near Oslo) and in 1882 moved to’ Benson, 
Minnesota where be worked on farms until 1905 
then he homestesded at Toga, North Dakota 
He farmed there unt 1912 when he took up 
another homestead at Frontier, Saskatchewan. 
In 1911 he made tripback to Norway andin 1813, 
‘married Dorthea Hagen from his home town in 
Nonway. 

‘Durlig the homestead years in Saskatchewan 
there were six children barn fo Ole and Derthea 
Without benefit of hospital or doctor. Nelghbor 
women served as midwives. and luckily 
Everyone was healtay and suzvived. They were 
(sear, Ingmar, Ardo, Clara, Cford and Edna 

Tn the 1990s erops and prices were good and 
some progress was made and we were able (0 
buy almew car which seemed gulte an achieve 
ent for those days. 

"Them came the 1080's with the depression. On 
the prairies there was drought, af well, with 
ferrble dust storms, 1835 and 2897 were the 
‘worst years and tne reaton for many people leav 
Ing Saskatchewan 

in 1895 Oscar moved to the Midland district, 
cight miles west of Rlmbey, where be purchased 
CPR. quarter of land, the SW 1823.5, 

‘Gn July 7, 188, Ole, Dortnes and family 
arrived In Rimbey and later purenased thenorth 
West quarter of the same section 

Now homestead days were to start all over 
agaln forthe tard time. Twas nice here, There 
‘vas rain, lots of good water and firewood, wild 
Blueberries, raspberries and saskatoons were 
Blentful. The woods were ful of chickens, so It 
Feemed like a paradise compared to the dried out 
prairies. 

“Jack Rotherham who lived just to the south 
ottered potatoes trom his garden and fold us to 
help oufelves to his eggs as they were worth 
nly five cents @ dozen, We took advantage of 
{his neighborly gesture and we wil alvays think 
kindly ot the late Mr. Rotherham for hs help 
fulness, 

‘Tvould lke to relate an incident here hich 
really amused us a the time, When Clifford was 
proximately 14 years old he liked to g0 out 
hunting prairie chicken and on one occasion he 
Stopped at Rotherham’s empty handed and was 
lea abou! being a peor shot, Mr. Rotherham 
sald “Til bet you couldn't even bt that big black 
‘Tooster standing over there". Cl promptly 100k 
advantage of this opportinity to prove hls 
‘marksmanship and killed the old black rooster 
‘much fo Jack's surprise. He tol CEE "now that 
You shot hm you might as well take him home" 
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so the following evening Mr. Rotherham was in 
‘ited for a tasty meal of chicken and dumplings 

‘The Brun, Bengston, LaPeare, Iverson, 
Wilson, Krogsiad, Thompson, Cooper and Myers 
families trom Ffontier nad already setled in 
this area sot seemed ike home among so many 
fld frends and all-the new neighbors were 
‘rlenaly and easy to get acquainted with 

(Oscar, Ingmar, Ardo and Clifford all worked 
for several winters at Varly's saver! and the 
‘PHL Jones savrnll on the Wolt Creek 

Tn 1948 we operated a sail at Nordegg and 
because the timber was in the Nordegy and 
Rocky Mountain House area, We relocated and 
Sill operate a sawmill in winter and do abit of 
farming. 

‘Ole end Dorthea Hulberg lived on the farm 
unt their retirement to Rmbey” in 198, 














Ole Hulberg passed away in 1962 and Dorthea 
Is in the Rlmbey Auxiliary Hospital. She was 88 
Years old in March 1977 

ied Paulie Broderson, they have 
mn, Wesley, Brian and RobBle. 
Tngmar married Nene Nugent, tev have one 
son and twin daughters: Wendail, Lynda and 
Tyan. 

‘Ardo married Alice Varty, they have three 
daughters: Ana, Lee and Truey. 

‘Gara married dim Demanctuek, they have 
two daughters and one son: Diane, Gloria and 
Donald 

‘Chiff married Mary Harrison, They have one 
daughter: Bobb 

“Edna married Max Vile, they have two sons 
and one daughter: Wayne, Larry and Evonne. 

“Today both Ingmar and Oscar live on farms 
near Rocky Mountain House, Alberta. Ardo has 
‘ented his farm out and they live in Chauvin, 
‘Alberta. Clara ives at Fort Saskatchewan, 
‘Alberta: Cif is at Widewater onthe south share 











of Slave Lake, he s employed by the Department 
ff Lands and Forests: Bana lives In Victoria, 
B.C. where she sells Tea estate 

"we no longer own the old farm, It was sold to 
Erle. Masuch but we recall with pleasant 
imemories the good years spent inthe Midian 


IVERSON, JOHNNY AND MARION SE 842- 
W5 — by dohnay Teerson 

My father, carl Tverson, bought the SW 842°3- 
ws and 1 bought the SE #42 3. In 190, 

We both came from Frontier, Saskatchewan. 
‘We bult a house and cleared some land. 

‘Dad went back to Saskatchewan and brought 
‘my mother one brother and four sisters back In 
4G8, One sister, Allas Booth, had moved fo the 
LLeedale astret in 3894, Brother, Selmer, ives in 
Belsh Columbia. Sisters, yrtle Taylor lives in 
Olds, Anna Thonaas lives In British, Cokumbla 
Badna Wetzel lives In Red Deer, Fern Hayward 
lives in the Unite States. She Was the only one 
‘who went To the Midland school 

"in 1999 worked with Mr. Clem Baldridge to 
‘ulld the alidland school 

‘Twas inthe army during World War I, After 
‘the wat Teame back fo the farm and bought my 
fathers’ quarter and the folks moved fo Brisk 
Columbia 

‘In 1948 I married the former Marion Jatfray 
‘Werhave two eldcen: tan and Penny We lived 
In Rimbey’ until 190, then we moved fo Bamon- 
ton where we tl reside 

















Penny s married and has two children, a boy 
land a git Our son, Lan, and I botn work for the 
‘Alberta Goverament. 

Dy father passed avray in 1964, my mother in 
1988 


JOHNSMAN, CLEM — by Mary Kilpatrick 

Clem Johasman, my uncle was born in 
‘Mercer County, Onlo, U8.A. On July 21, 78. He 
‘came to. canada in 1906 and settled in the 
Midland aistrict near Leedale. He nomesteaded 
fon the SE G4231W5. Before coming to the 
Miglana area he fas’ in. the US. Cavalry 
Satloned in Oregon, US.A. This homestead was 






his home forthe rest of his lfe and he remained a 
Bachelor all his le 

"The frst Winter in this country was very 
Jonesame for Uncie Clem, the weather Was ex 
tremely cold and being a stranger In a new land 
he was not acquainted too well with what few 
Stiles there were. ls oAly reading that trst 
‘vinter was Dr. Chases” Almanac and By spring 
the pages were well worn, 

“The following year Uncle Clem's brother 
-Erank eame up {fom Ohio and filed on the NE ot 
te same section. Money was scarce In those ear 
I davs and thelr laters, were speat in the 
Timber camps of B.C. and Oregon. Summers 
‘were also a busy time for them as they had grub 
Ding, brushing and breaking to do, There was 
always a plentiful supply of wild game and they 
‘Would take the bush partridge or the pralrie 
thicken, dress them and then put them In a Jam 
tin with salt pepper and seasoning or onion then 
feame the ld and into the aven they would go. The 
fire was stoked up and the dampers shut off and 
Away they would go out to the Helds where they 
‘Were brushing or breaking the land. When tuneh 
tr dinner time came thelr dinner was always 
Teady and the chicken was done to perfection 

"The military training uncle had was always 
‘evident in hs home and around the homestead 25 
‘everything had a place and no woman could keep 
house any better than he ald. Ht was always suck 
‘please to goto own with Alm. He hada fast, 
driving team, fed and with bells afingling and the 
Sleigh runners siding and squeaking inte snow 
itwas a thr that our young eildren of today do 
not know. Later on as he acquired more capital 
fe bough himself a Model T and the horses were 
Used when the roads were impassable 





























The last years of Uncle Clem’s life was not 
spent in he best of health. He went back to is 
ome in Ohio two or three times and also 
‘travelled to Radlum Hot Springs for his health 
He went to many doctors ana finally the last one 
{old him he dd not have long olive Hisiast days 
‘were spent at his brother's home with he sister 
inlaw nursing him. He passed away on October 


1800 at his brother Fat ge ota ten 





‘nome. 





JOHNSMAN, FRANK 

ink ¢ame tom Ohio in 1907 and 
hhomesteaded east of Wittenburg and resided 
there until 1815 when be moved to the Benjamin 
disrit. The complete history will appear there. 
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JONES, MR. AND MRS. R. D. (DICK) 

TR. D. (Dick) and va Jones came with their 
sons ‘Lesle (Prank). and Elmo to the Potter 
{Creek District about 1921 and lived on the SE 21 
SES.W5 for a few years and then moved t0 the 
Manley “Cumberland farm north east of 
Leedale; from there they moved tothe Broder 
Son farm, and finally {@ the place now being 
farmed (1971) by Harolé Lemieux SW 1842. 03, 
Where they farmed unt 19, They held an ate 
Hon sale and returned to Spokane, Washington, 
USA 

‘Mr. Jones had been a cowboy in his younger 
days aod Tearned the blacksmitn trade, while is 
‘wife was a. cook of some merit for the large 
Unreshing crews, She was 4 daughter of Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Jackson Galland of Spokane, Washington 
and later Nanton, Alberta 

(id timers wil remember R. D,'s four horse 
‘drawn outfit with which he and hs sons used to 
haul lumber from Varty’s sawn af Wott Creek 
(now Rose Creek) to Rimbey. Open Creek was 
always a stop-over place for watering the horses 
4s the creek stayed open all winter 

Mrs. Jones sil ives in Spokane where Mr. 
Jones ed’ about 1951, and where Leste had 


‘married and lived unt his death in 1978, Elmo 
‘married Nina Smith of Nanton, served fime in 
the American army during the second World 


‘War, and now lives with hs wife in Bakersfield, 
California There were no grandehiren, 


KEESAR, MR. AND MRS, MAX —NES-2.3W5 

‘My name is alliede Keesay. [ive with my 
husband Max and our four children on the farm 
In the Mialand district. We came from Merville, 
B.Crin Aprit 1976, We have three boys and one 
fir, My aldst son, Ron, i 18 years 014, Harold is 
4, oy ts 17 and Karin s nine years a 

‘My husband is farming and { am working in 
the Grand Hotel in Rimbey 

We like it here very mick. The people are 
very nlce and help 


HENRY, THLLIE, RAMONA AND GILBERT 
KROGSTAD: ERUAND AND TILLIE HANNA 
by 7. Hans 

We came to the Leedale dstrict In 1856 by 


‘where we haa a lgmile coal mine 
‘Henrys brother, Gitert, ought the Lamber 
tus) place, NW 4423-5 where we lived for @ 
‘Year. ls parents aso came up from Pronter 
Saskatchewan ana lived there with as 
When Henry died in 189, Ramona and 1 
‘moved to my’ parents’ place (Mr. and Mrs. John 


‘hyn rc Nera Reo eno Sache ad 


































‘Brun), Ramona was six years old. I then bought 
the SW 1i424.W5, two miles north of Leedale, 

later married Pte. Eviand Hanna and we 
hed a girl and two boys: Sharon, Wayne and 
Edward (Buster) 

Told the land to Cleland Price and moved to 
Exland’s land the 2942-315, ae miles west of 
Rimbey. Later we sold the land and atts time 
live in Fimbey. 

Ramona married Elwood Becker of the 
Fuller district. They have Tour gels and two 
boys, the older ones are married. Ton! married 
Uyle’ Davies of Rimbey and have two girs 
Debra married Ron Stevens af Fimboy andhave 
{wo bovs. Laurel married Dave Donovan of 
‘Button and'have one son. Dorm, Kimberley and 
Philip are stl at home. 

Sheron ‘married Aurele Dube of Prince 
George, B.C. They nave tree boys and one gi 

Wayne married Daryls. Riggs. of Prince 
George, B.C He has one daughter and three step: 
ehitares 

Baw 











rd (Buster) ts single. 


TAMBERTUS, MARY 

Mary Lambertus eame tothe Rimbey strict 
‘in 188, She worked for a year and then in 199 
she bought the NE 4-42 315 wach later was in 
‘he Midland district 

Her son, Linus came with horses and 
‘machinery in the fall 

THe made a living farming and trading. He 


also sold sh in the winter for the big price of 
fhree for a quarter 

Her daughter Margaret stayed with her and 
taught school a Potter Creek. it was 8 four and 
tne half mile ride night and mornings on 
Rorseback. She taught there for three years. In 
1883 her wages for the term was $40.00, In 1934 
‘$500.00, and in 1835 S800,00, AnolRer daughter 
Agatha worked In Calgary and visited the farm 
‘ceastonally. Sons Lawrence and Raymond also 
fame. Raymond bought land and made his home 
inthe dsttet, 

1 S97 Mrs. Lambertus had a farm sale and 
went to Otaia where she resided unt er death 
In ios, Linus sold the farm for $100.00 and he and 
Tawrence Joined their mother in Ottawa 

‘Margaret went the folowing Year and still 
resides there with her Musband Tem Bones and 
thelr three children 

Tins, Lawrence and Raymond have since 
passed away. Agatha Is ving in Calgary. 


LAMBERTUS, RAYMOND AND SARAH — by 
S"Lambertus 

Raymond Joseph Lambertus was born in 
owmpia, "Washington, and ‘came with his 
patents to Throne, Alberta, 

He came to this dlstrlet In 1955 which was @ 
‘munlelpal district then but became the Midland 
Alsriet in 190 He worked as a farm labourer, 

He married the former Sarah Elizabeth 
‘Adams in 195, wo was born toa pioneer couple, 
Frank and Adie Adams of the Rose district. 

“They rented a farm unlll 1842 when they 
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bought the NE 1842-5 from Jack Rotherbam, 
Thas been the Lambertus home ever since 

‘During the years from 1938 to 1941 Raymond 
hada threshing machine, employed Paul Pier 
‘Son as separator man and aid threshing for ds 
‘tie farmers. 

Tie also did custom breaking and plowing, 
some years dong 100 to 130 acres in addition to 
{farming his own land. This meant long Rours and 
hard work, but he always dda Eood lob 

‘Raymond enjoyed playing the voli and dur. 
ing the early years Ne and Ear! Stollings who 
played the mandolin, furnished the muste for 
any" an enjoyable evening. Many happy 
memories and events can be Fecalled trom the 
dances and the hosse partes. 

Raymond and Sarah had two children, Henry 
was bor in 1909 and George in 1858. Henry 
[tended the Midland dsirit school which was 
{wo miles away. George travelled by schoo! bus 
to attend the Rimbey school 

Henry married the former Linda Carlstrom, 
worked in Edmonton and then moved to Zama 
Take, He passed away’ in 1370 folowing a tragie 
fire which destroyed their mobile home, 
Although Linda wae in serious condtion at the 
fime, she recovered, They have a daughter April 
Daw. 

“George is a great outdoors man. Enjoys his 
snowmobile and motoreyle, He was employed by 
fhe towa of flmbey for three years as town 
police, He is presenily Working at Rocky four: 
Fin House wlth witeline services, 

"The original farm Was expanded to a three 
quarter section with the purchase of Jack 
(Gidfckshank's tarm in 1962, Raymond continued 
to farm thls land unl he passed away in August 
{es and Sarah continues fo make her home there 
although she has Tented the land 





TAYE, FRANK 
‘Franke eame to Canada from England in 1806 





and.worked at Brandon, Manitoba for two years, 

“Then ine homesteaded the NE 1823.5 and 
‘came out fo ths area on February 29, 1908. They 
feft Lacombe with team, democrat and 
Delongings and as Frank recalled the winter had 
been ery mila. They drove across Gull Lake on 
the ee fo save time and miles. real blzzard 
blew’ in’ and they. coud not see anything. 
However, he arrived st the Homestead safe and 
Sound and set to Work to buld a Tog house. He 
flso baltwo log baras but they: were both 
Gestroved by fire. Me. Laye Sold the homestead 
fo Guy Graham in 19 and moved to the Ber 
jamin astriet where he and bis wife stl reside. 


LAYE — THEOPHILUS AND KATHRYN 
ir. and Mrs. Theopaiius Lave were 
married In Liverpoo!, Eland on Apr 9, 18. 
TM Lave was born ia England, his wife 
Kathryn im Ireland on August 23, 1876 and his 











stepdaughter Elizabeth Bolger in Dublin, 
ireland on February 11,1896, 

Mr. and DMs. Laye and Eliza came to Canada 
‘in March 1921 and settled in the Benjamin cls- 
ttiet on the land presently owned by Frank and 
Dorothy Laye. Eliza met Christian Bakke whlle 
Ihe ee and they were mariedin arch 

‘Tn 1993 Theo and Kathryn bought the NE 30-42 
3.5, nine miles west of Rimbey where they 
lived for 30 years, Taey eelebrated thelr Golden 
‘Wedding Aaniversary at thelr home on April 9 
199 sith M8 guests calling In to congratulate 
them 

“Thelrfve grandchildren used to look forward 
to going over and spending a Sunday with thelr 
grandparents, 

“They were well Uked and highly respected by 
all who fnew ther. 

‘Theophilus Lave passed avay in 1958, Shot 
ly alter is death the farm was Sold and his wite 
Kathryn moved to Rimbey. She passed sway In 
the Rimbey Threeway Homptal on ApH 19, 1964 
atthe age of 87 years, 


LEMIEUX — HAROLD AND LUCILLE, 

“Inthe winter of 1844 my father ventured tothe 
Leedale district fo visit Mort Wiltse, and staved 
fon fo work for Jonnie Olsen, He then worked for 
Walt Stevens at Rimbey, and later for Gordon 
Wig 

‘Dad married my mother, Lucile Nugent, 
July 2, 1985 Bom Was born and ralsed In the 
Gimicr-Gtiby area. They went back to 
Saskatchewan to take up farming at Old Wives. 
‘The drought forced them to moveto Swan River, 
‘Manitoba, where dad worked as a carpenter. In 
1857 hey moved back to the Gimlet area, renting 
the Whitley and Motte land. 

‘tn 18dt they purenased SW 18-423:W5 trom 
Smith Kelloge Liguidating Co, and started 10 
tearve out a farm, Thelr livestock consisted of 
Six horses (to of these were broke to te) and 
three coves. The first crop sown was late and 
frozen. The barley harvested weighed 28 pounds 
er bushel, Raymond Lambertus’ tractor and 
Boyd’ Brun’s ‘machine, operated by Oscar 
Hulberg, Were used to thresh that fst crop. The 
following year they planted wheat and oat 
fixed, ivhieh was snowed under and never 
anvested. 

‘My parents had to be resourceful to squeeze 
out a ifving for thle family, Mom was a real 
Relp-mate, helping with milling cows, feeding 
Calle and working the land. A sample of her cle 
fhamon buns wil testy to her eullnary ables, 
Bad broke. horses for ‘Todd Hopper, Henry 
Chabot and Charile Tocher In return forthe Use 
of the anlmals to get hs crop in 

Dad warked for Gordon Wright atthe Rimbey 
stockyard every Monday for20years. Tals week. 
{trp fo town gave hm the opportunlty fo Baul 
cream, dellver mall and purchase supplies for 
feighbors, ‘This service was particularly 
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valuable as roads were not gravelled and 
UWansportation was aufiett 

‘Dad owned a lite team of greys that could 
make the trip in record time. 1 have plessant 
Fecolections of many’ outings using this same 
team. The opportunity of being bundled up in 
horse-drawn eutter with foot warmer and the 
sound of sleigh bells ringing on frosty night is 
an experience everyone should have 

‘Dad served on the Midland Scheoi Board for 
several years prior to its lasing. Ths poston 
Included enores such as pumping out the base- 
ment when it filed with. water, putting Up 
Firewood forfour dollars and seventy-five cents & 
‘ord Cpl and piled), helping alse funds for the 
fnnual Christnias concert and plenie and other 
tasks necessary {o keep the school operating. 

‘When Mand closed, dad drove, pushed and 
pulled the first school bus forthe area. The road 
Conditions ‘made this an almost impossible 
hore, however, youngsters inthe area did get 0 
School 

‘During school hours daa worked for Virgil 
stevens in the tke shop and garage, He con- 
Und to deve the sohoo! bus unt 1982 and has 
‘many pleasant memories of his charges. 

‘One wet spring a work horse became stuck in 
the muskeg noria of the house. Raymond 
Tambertus brought his tractor in on Visger's 
place. They usedall the rope and cable avalable 
{o reach the animal, The preparations took so 
Tong that darkness sel, so dad took Raymond's 
lighied cigar to sgnal when to start and stp. 
‘Tals land is now a productive havfela 

‘Another Interesting incident several will 
remember was ihe tp to vote for councillor In 
180, The weather was most severe and roads i 
passable. Sam Ervin's four-orse outfit was 
hanged. at Clif Parkin’s and again at Lem 
feux’s. Passengers included Dan Myers, Mrs. 
Rutledge, Sam and Mabel Ervin, Lavina 
Niewols, Cult Parkins and Harold and Lucile 




















Lemlews. On the return trip the outfit tipped 
ver, spilling people lato the, snow. Mrs. 
Rutledge all -but. smothered ‘before. someone 
pulled her out of a headstand positon. ‘The 
Fnughing.buneh Took a. well deserved. coffee 
break af Lemleux's before gong home 

‘Afler experiencing farming in Saskatchewan, 
ad iwas always appreciative of the ample feed, 
Water and fuel in the area 

My parents have put down real roots on thelr 
farm. Fuels ploneering activities were dificult 
but interesting and. good. Thelr attitude Is ev 
dentin two Bite of advice often heard In our 
‘home; ‘there s mo such word as can't" and "what 
‘Your head doesn’t do Your feet will have to make 
up for 

Tete are six Lemieux daughters. 1t must 
have often taxed dad's patience with only 
fernstes to help, but to our imowledge he never 
btfered a trade, Joyce married Bob Stuart and 
fiver inthe Gimlet area. ‘They have three 
daughters: Penal, Dallas and. Carmyn. Fay 
‘married Dewey Smith and ives in Whltecourt 
Alberta. They have. three ekilaren: Lore, 
Aitenel and Dean. Carol marsied Keith Quatfe, 
and lives in Edmonton. ‘They have two 
Gaughters: Shert and Shelley. Wendy married 
Gen Graf, hey ive in Fdmenton and have one 
Son, Travls. Cindy married Curt Skjonsberg and 
liven Bentiey with one daughter, Jodl. Gales at 
home, Anephew, Ernie Downton, madebis home 
With the Lemsleuxs for several years. Erale and 
his wife, June, live in Red Deer, Alberta, They 
have four enldren: Robin, Colleen, Bonale and 
Rocky. 








LESKOSEK, OTTO AND BETTY — by B. 
Ceskoseke 

“Otto Leskosek was born at Maple Lea, a min. 
Ing tovm in southern Alberta, He was wording for 
Calgary Power in 1987 when he and his wie Bet 
fy bought the half section from Stewart 
MacDonald in the Mialand district. We moved 
‘with our five elldren Francis, Lesile Ana, Ruy, 
(Carol and Prank that same year 

‘Otto continued fo work withthe Power Com: 
pany and also dia the farming. 

Tn the years that followed our familly grew un 
‘il we hada family of 12 healthy children. ‘The 
flder ones attended Rimbey school and went by 
Schoo! bus. 

"in 1907 the company transferred us to Rocky 
Mountain House soe sod the Rimbey farm and 
Sought land Jast east of Rocky’ Mountain House 

‘Francls married Glen Owen of Blue Sk, 
‘Aiberta, They now lve West of Rocky Moustal 
House and have three children: ‘Taresa, Dean 
and Dale 

‘Leal Ann married Vera Rigler of Grand 
Prairie where they Feside. They have one child 
Tina. 

Riudy married Lots Smith of Lacombe. They 
have one child Liza and live at Lelabeldge 

‘Carol married Arnold Orum of Hed Deer. 





They have two children Collin and Kimberley 
and live in Rocky Mountain House 

‘Mary, Roxy, Otto Jt. Kathleen, Peter and 
Joe are sl a home attending schol. 

‘otto has sow been Working with Calgary 
Power for 25 years. We ae sll arming and now 
alse purebred shorthorn eatile on what is known 
= Kluane Shorthorn Farm, 


LESTER — JOE AND ALICE — NE 842..W5 

“Jos ang Allee Lester came tothe Midland dls 
trict in 1834, Joe Was a carpenter and did alot ot 
this typeof work around ine area andin Rimbey 

“They had thtee ebldren: Eugene, Darryl and 
‘snarton, They sold thelr farm to Ellen Hayward 
in 1851 and moved to Rolling His 

‘hey sll are living on the farm with thei tro 

‘agene married the former Betty Tennant 
fram Leedale. They have four boys: Lavern, 
Bradiey, Colin and Denals 

Sazron is 9 school teacher. She Is married 
and living in Calgary 


LOOY, FLORIS AND ROSE SW 18423.W5 — 
Written by Rase Looy 

Floris and Rose Looy moved to thelr home 
here in the Midland district in 196, coming from 
oronation in 1857, living in Rimbey and sur 
Founding area ‘ill 'comlng here In November 











1861, We bought this farm from Mr, and Mes 
Ile Viger. 

Gur ‘Gidest daughters, twins Valerte and 
Carolyn, were ten years old. Flora was eight 
‘Years old, Bonnle was seven and out Son Daryl 
‘was one Year ola. 

“The old log Rouse which was our home, stll 
stands snd we lived in Ht until we built @ nest 
home in 185 

‘Cacolyn married Charles Rellison and they 
‘grr 12 miles north-west of us. Valerie married 
Ken’ Clement, a meckanle, they lve on an 
acreage onthe home quarter. Flora lshome with 
sand Bonale married Wayne Sezerba and lives 
‘in Calgary. Son Daryl passed avay at nine years 
at age In the spring of 1970, 

‘There was no one ving on our back quarter 
when we eame, but at one tine Deacon's and 
Spreckers aid. We rent the quarter east of us, 
land Flora has the next one fo It She bought it 
fom Gordon Ferguson. We have had a good life 
here with no major catastrophes. 

‘An old fog chicken house burnt down, about 
the ear 196k Lest afew ehlekens but dit ose 
fay other buildings, 





McDONALD, STEWART AND MABEL. 
‘Stewart McDonald wes born in Grand Valley, 

COnlasio He married Mabel Anderson of Benson 

‘Minnesota, U.S.A. in the year of 19, 

“They lived at Bracken, Sask. and four 
cenlidren were born; Dorees, Harvey, Shirley 
‘ana Donna. 

‘Werlett Saskatchewan for Alberta in 1998 in 
the "Hungry Thies". We were dried out there 
many years. 


iY 





We travelled nore by caravan and wagon load 
of household effects pulled by four horses. We 
fhased about 21 head of cattle. We were Six 
‘Weeks on the road fo get to Art Dupras’ where 
Bill Maries now lives. 

“The MeDonalds settled on NE 8423.5 at 
Rimbey where Max Keesar now lives, aidland 
aisried formed later In the Year” of 1859 but 
Betare. that we walked three’ miles to Potter 
(Creec sehool 

‘Stewart's mother and sister, Ethel, moved up 
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from Sask. in the year of 1859. In 1945 Stewart's 
mother, Mrs, Annie McDonald passed aveay. In 
M851 Stewart passed away and iol Harvey 
passed away. 

Doreen iyanton lves at Rimbey; Shirley 
Proskurnlak at" Kamnloops, B.C. and Donna 
Gunderson at Eamoaton, 

Mabel is now Iiving ina nursing home in a 


MEUKSCH, MR. AND MRS. FRANK 

‘rank and Gina Meukseh (pronounced Mix) 
lived on the NE 5-42.3-WS In the Years prior 
11s with thelr daughter Nelle end sons Henry 
4nd Isase, Mrs. Meuksch was a ssterof Sanford 

‘Allison. ‘Their daughter Nelle married 
bachelor named Walter Young who lived on the 
South east quarter of the same section, ‘Their 
fhildcen were born there and ater atime Walter 
Young ett and soon after the whole family 
moved to Armstrong, B.C. Nelile later 
Femartied but Is now. deceased as are her 
parents. Henry was married and Is. now & 
Widower and ves in Surrey, B.C. He nad one 
Son. Tsaae Is married and ives ith his family 
near Rutland, B.C. 

Sanford Abson's daughter Myrtle, with her 
husband, Joe Lamb, and four children, ved on 
the farm irom about 1918 fo 1922. Mr. Lamb was 
4 Wrader and also had a beautifl purebred rae 
ing stalion whien the oldest boy, Jimmle, (about 
seven or eight) had to exercise every. day 
Fegardless of the Weather. Both Mr. and Mrs 
Edm have since ded having lived ia vazloas 
Barts of Alberta, Saskatchewan and British 
Columbia. One of thelr daughters, Mrs, Enid 
Hawking, ves n Lacombe ana another lives at 
‘Morningside, Mrs. Margaret Macaravey. 

“They were followed by Mr. and Mrs, Otto Ger. 
‘man, Rosa German was a sister of Sanford 
Allison. She had one Son, Clarence Hart, BY a 
former marriage and two grandchildren, Betty 
and Wesley (Buddy). During ths time the Bg 
Pel Hots burned down and a new one was 
Bune 














Many otters ved on this quarter Including 
arthur ‘Nader’ and his wife, Hilda, and wo 
‘aughters: Me. and Mrs. Quast and fanaly, Mr. 
‘and Mrs. Bert Willams, Mr. and Mrs. Gibert 
‘Gameninas and family unt it was sla Yo Mr. 
‘Merle Tarrabaln, the present owner. 


‘THE MIDLAND LADIES CLUB — by Doris, 
Mcktroy 

The club sas organized in 1949 by Mrs. 
Layton, wife of Mr. Dunean Layton who taught 
Sehoal at Miland from 1946 te 1938 

The tis officers were Mrs. Floyd (Alida) 
Booth, president and Sirs. Raymond (Miriam) 
Saunders, eeretary. The first mesting was held 
| the home of Mrs. John (Marian) Iverson 

The clu is now in ts dath year, We have guste 
afew working members so the club Is not a ac 
tive aa it was in the boginalng, 

in the eary years the members made many 
quilts which wore Tafled to make money. Old 
‘Woolens were gathered and sent away to make 
‘Wool blankets. The ladles served at weddings 
‘ind auction saies, hada couple bake sales ayear 
find usually a rummage sale. The proceeds were 
Used for many’ community projects. Donations to 
fire vletims, he Salvation Army, needy families, 
‘rit baskets forthe siek, and memorials for our 
loved ones were some of the projects. We sil 
‘carry on in much the same manner and make the 
Sonations when they are needed. We also buy 
Christmas treats for the club and district 
youngsters. 

in the summer members and their families 
enjoy 2 club plenie and in the fall 2 pot luck, 
supper. 

"Foined the club n March 1858, The members 
at that me were Mable Evin, Mrs. Hayward, 
Marian Iverson, Grace Mason, Katie Lave, 
Miriam Saunders, Letha Stgsmons Lilian Shave, 
Zerola” Visger,” Elida Solberg, and Mrs 
Kilpatrick. Other early members were Mrs. S 
MeDonald, Alice Lester and Mary Hayward, 
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(On one occasion about 25 years ago the Ladies 
swefe meet at Mrs. Shaws ome. I had rained 
{or days and the roads were very muddy as we 
hhad no gravel then. A car load of ladies drove 
‘within « mile and a half of Shaw's place and 
Gecided not to try the mudnole south of Sam 
Wilson's gate 

‘With fain si falling the ladies took off thetr 
shoes and slocklngs and proceeded barefoot 

‘One af the members carried her small son 
and the ladies tled his dlapers over thelr heads to 
help shed the rai, We were quite aight arriving 
tte Shaw home but the meeting Was held 8 
planed 

The last couple of years the members have an 

‘evening oul". They arrange tohave supper and 

then attend a show after tht 

"Mhere are nine members in the club at the 
present time. Despite thelr age difference, thelr 
hationaltes or religion we have yet fo have any 
mmisunderstandings 


MIDLAND SCHOOL NO. 4856—BY D, Mekroy 

‘D.great infty of settlers earme to hls area It 
the 1's trom the dust bow of Saskatchewan. 

‘Parents with school age children were soon 
‘concerned because of the distance between ex 
Isting schools. 

‘A delegation of interested parents consulted 
with the munlelpal counelligr and then the 
‘Department of Faucaton, to plan a schoo! inthe 
immediate area. They finally succeeded in prov. 
ing the need for a shoo, whieh resulted in the 
fstablishmont of the Midland School District No 
{SSibon July 3, 1808, Prior to that, the district was 
‘part of the Last West subalvision No. 451 and 
‘ras now included in Subdivision 5 ofthe Ponoka. 
‘Schoo! Division No.3 

"Phe School district which es in Township £2 
‘and parly in Range 3and4 WS, comprised of the 
following land namely: Sections 6,18 and 17, 1, 
18, 20, west halves of 4, 9,16, and 21 north halt 
tnd south east quarter of, south west quarter of 
Scetion 2, south haf of 30{n Township 423 east 
halves of Section 1, 12,13, 24 southeast quarter of 
Section 25 in Township 44d W5, Later the south 
west ofS and southeast of29n RS was as taken 
Into the schoo! district, It was borderea on the 
north by the Puller district, on the west by 
eedale and Mount View districts, on the south 
by the Benjamin dlstret, and on the east by 
Potler Creek istrict. Consequently the mame 
Midland was chosen because, twas inthe mld- 
ale, soto speak. 

‘A Tocal schoo! board was elected with Joe 
Lester elected secretary treasurer and Ernest 
Hayward as ehatrman. br John Sctfleld was 
pointe oftcial trustee atthe provintal level 
‘and Perey Fordham the offieal trustee for the 
Sbaivision of whieh Midland School was a part. 

"There were two school sites chosen and atthe 
first schoo! board meeting, held on August 34 
4858, ‘Ermest Hayward made a. motion that 
frrangements be made te brash and cleanup the 
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Sehool site as soon as its location was. es: 
fabilshed. Sam Wilson made a motion to make a 
fullsize basement and Joe Lester made a motion 
that preference he given to Unmarried teachers. 

‘On August 15, 1809 three aere ste situated 
on the south west corner of section 172-85 
tras approved. The other site suggested was one 
Fall mie south of ths. 

‘Clem Baldridge was given the contract to 
pulld the school and recelved sSean hour. He 
Doarded at Haywards while he was bullding i 
‘The lumber was purchased from Varty's mil 
‘John iverson helped wiih. carpenter. work, 
feceiving a small wage. Many dlstriet residents 
Yolunteefed thelr help and the School soon Took 
shape. 

‘Sn October 30, 1859 tenders for 2 cords of ary 
wood were called for, and-at the November 
Ineeting Norton William's tender for $240. cord 
Was accepted if approved by the dlvistonal 

"The December meeting was held tn the new 
school house, The need for'a barn was discussed 
fand Mr. Hayward made ® motion that Sam 
Wilson’ contact Jonnay Jones and have him 
Geliver the lamber for the berm. 

Sam Wilson made a motion that Bertha 
Hayward ana Ruby sprecker be appointed to do 
the Janitor work for the rst month at 3 Week 
‘The Grade 7, 8 and $ students Took turns after 
that doing the janitor work. Joe Lester Tater 
Deeame jenitor'and received five dollars 
‘month. 

"The school opened for the first time on 
January 3, 1940 with James, Demanenuk 


teaching uni the term end June 30, 1840. There 
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‘were 26 pups enrolled. He received a salary of 
Sion, which was the minimum salary sel by 
The Department of Education He boarded atthe 
home of Mr. and Airs, Kutyiks for part of the 
term and pala $25.00" a month for board and 

Tiere was no well for the first while so 
Lawrence and Harvey Simmons hated drinking 
Water from Hayward's in five gallon cream 
ans. They got five cents for each can of water 
felivered: he swell was Then dried by Gus 
Staroaile 

"From date of opening the Midland schoo! was 
administered by the Ponoka Scheel Division. Mr. 
US" Walker was senool inspector at the time, 

‘Mr. Perey Fordham, the Divislonal trustee 
‘had almost complete contrat ofthe operation of 
Schools in his dlvision, The local board members 
‘Were responsible for minor matters and made 
Fecommendations for any improvements to the 
‘divisional board 

“The anal meeting was held on February 2, 
sit, Two tenders for posts fo fence the school 
‘yard sere pondered with Mr. Visger’s bi being 
‘Accepted a five cents a post over LH. Chabot's 
Seven cents. A motion by Harala Thomas that the 
posts be set 1) feet apart, witht smooth wires 
End two barbed wire on lop, was seconded Dy 
Sam Sprecker and carried 

‘Water became a problem in the basement 
whieh resulted In many’ hours of work by 
members who volunteered thelr time. 

"The school subjects during the frst school 
term were very much textbook oriented, as there 
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was very limited supplementary material or 
equipment 

‘Sporis activities were also of a very tilted 
natue, Softball was the main sport inthe sprite. 
ach school received a bat and a softball and 
this was the yearly allotment at sports equ: 
tment by the divisional board. Practicing for the 
{ack meet was started early inthe spring. This 
Fesulted in the biggest event ofthe yeat when the 
‘contestants from each local sehoaltrevelied in 
theback ofa big truck to Ponoka to participate 
the divisional tract meet in the early part of 
‘June, Midland sehoo! always brought many of 
ine ribbons home. 





When the 1940 fall term opened Mrs. Esther 
Stolings accepted the teaching position which 
fhe held for two years, In 1 the board felt a 
leacherage was necessary so the eacherage Was 
Dull 

Tam not sure in what onde the teachers came 
forthe next few years but Ruth Stevens (Peano, 
‘Miss Tagram, bilss Storeshanko, Doreen Mason 


ub, Mrs, Willams and Mrs. Viola Benson taught 
‘ant 186 

“Then Mr. Duncan Layton came in September 
3846 and taught until June 1848. Dale Visger 
laugh the 18181890 term, Mrs. C1. Slmon 
501051, Mrs. John Jones Ts5ii262, aise 
‘Janet Wiley 19521838, john Morrison 18541954 
land Miss Marie Burmelt the 1861-195 term, the 
inst term the sehodl was open 

‘On February 1, 847 the Ponoka School Divi 
sion No. 34 was included in subdivision 












‘Then on December 22,1951 all the Munteipal 
Districts of Ponoka No, 6 and parts of Improve. 
‘ent Distrits No. 85, No. 6 ahd No. 78 were I 
‘orporated by ainistrial Order soon January I, 
S068 the County of Ponoka No. # was established 
‘Thus the Midland Schoo! District No. 486 wae in 
‘luded within the County boundacies and stile 
Ti a small community such as thls, most In 
terested” parents were involved wit school 
matters at one time or another. Besides those 
previously mentioned. there was Stewart 
KieDonaia) slim Moore, Sam Sprecker, J.T. 
‘Booth, Mr and Ms. Harold Thomas, Cai! Tver 
fon, Mein Simmons, Mrs. Lamberts, Mr ana 
Sirs Lemieux, Fred Shaw (Santa) and the ever 
faithful Mrs, Viger who pl 
Christmas concert. Also Sirs 
Serubbed and cleared the schoo! frm top to bot 
{om ineluding the basement for a mere seven 
Gollars. Gus Fode was secretary and tard 
Ueminix chatrman of he board when he school 
‘During the 15 years the school was open there 
were many community plenles, Christmas con 
ferts, ball games, and church services held at 
{he schoo, Then, with the introduction of school 
centralization, the Midland school along with 
‘many’ other country sehools, was closed and the 
hllaren bussed to Rimbey. 

















Harold Lemieux was the first school bus 
driver. He was a very capable, efficent driver 
land was yery conscientious of the safely and 
‘comfort of his passengers, ‘The ride on the bas 
twas quite 2 change from the rainy tip in'sutn 
‘mer andthe freezing ride in winter but ue fo the 
{oads and weather condton there were some 
very’ trying experiences especialy. for the 
river. Despite the near Impassable roads the 
bus usually made t through ane way of another, 
Harold drove the bus from 1955.0 1967 a tot of 
years. 

“The lildland school was sold to Frank Nugent 
and hen he sold tothe Faraway dlstriet where 
I Served as a school until it closed Its now se 
ving as a community centre at Faraway 

rea Shaw bought the baa for STB, jacked 
‘up and then soldi to Melvin Simmons forthe 

“The teacherage was moved to Mount View 
school where it was then sold to Mr. Ted Jenson, 
‘They lived in It for awhile and stl remalns on 
the Jenson farm, 

“Thank 9 al nose who conroued the Infor. 
mation for this article. 


MIDLAND REMINISCINGS — written by Joan 
(Visger) Ferguson 

Tn Tooking back fo the elght years I spent at 
Midland school, T'@ ike to pay tribute tall the 
teachers, tlowever, Lowe aspecal thanks 10 one 
vwho taught two years there — Mrs, Earl 
(esiner) Stings 

‘She was able (0 get us to strive for neatness 
(oven though some of us never arrived) by offer. 
Ing prizes for the three divisions. Bonnie Visger 
fot rst in Division Ta lovely laced green 
tbr, whieh she stil treasures today. 

‘MTs. Stollings always read tous we we ste 
our lunch. Tt was during this time we learned to 
fove the carrot naired Anne from Green Gables 
To Ingleside 

‘May wil remember Cel! Stollings had trow 
ble withthe bones in his legs and ad to be in 
casts and go on crutches. Someone would hold 
his crutches for nim In a ready position while he 
Batted, and then away he'd goin long hops 

Twill alse bring back memories fo many’ t0 
‘mention Mrs, Stollings letting us all @o-an the 
Moore quarter and choose an evergreen to plant 
aroun the perimeter of the school ground (mine 
never survived). 1'm sure many of ehose poor 
Iy, bat she made us all fel we had dane vel, 

I wouldn't be right fo not mention the FINE 
times we spent slelghriding on Hayward's hil 
Playing steal sticks at school, which faced 
Funning all over Moore's and Lester's quarters 
Our Christmas concerts were always # oy {00 
When the lille one Toor school house was 
franstormed Into. a grand theatre With 
Aecorations, a lovely tfee. the ‘boys always 
brought in and everything smeling of spruce. Of 
course we can not forget Fred Shaw as Santa 
Glaus: In the springtime, af soon as tiny’ it of 








ary ground appeared, we spent weeks preparing 
{or our annual tackraeets 

‘During the wat we had Red Cross programs 
Friday afternoons where we all ook part. By the 
‘way, does anyone know what beeame of ou War 
Honds we bought? 


MOORE, MR. AND MRS, ALFRED (SLIM) SW 
1148.05 — by Nettle (Mis, Don Selby) 

Inthe simmer of 1833 my dad and mother and 
seven of my brothers and ssters moved to the 
Midland district. Dad bullt log house on the 
north west corner of the quarter next (0 the 
reek. ‘The Midland School was bull on the 
Southeast corer of our land in 3892 The children 
‘who sven! fo the school were Charles Bil, Mae, 
George, Is, Florence and Bert, 

Tne elght years we lve there, Arvilla, Et 
ta, Alfred, Netile me) and Allee were born: We 
‘moved fo Leedale in 1841 and Harvey was bora in 
482. In 1849 we movea fo Faraway. By this ime 
Chaties, Mae, Bil, Ils, George and Florence 
‘were away from home, The boys Joined the army 
andthe girs married 

‘We farmed in the Faraway district which is 
about 36 alles west of Rimbey, and daddy also 
Worked in the sawnll there 

‘We moved to Edberg in 1954 where mom dled 
of eancor in the Camrose hospital in 1986 we 
‘moved fo Edmonton where daddy worked a8 
guard for an oll refinery. In 1961 daddy dled ot @ 
Rear: attack. 

Charles married whlle he was in the army, 
{hey have four children and ste grandchildren 
and lve tn Grimshaw where he works aaa guard 
of the all Bland ls wife have one child and he 
fs a'salesman in Vancouver. Mae married and 
they have tree children and 11 grandetidren, 
‘They are living on an acreage at Mara, B.C 
where they farm and her husband works in the 
‘mil, Plorence and her husband Rave one eh 
and lives in Florida. They are both gemoligit 
‘Bert and his wife have seven children and four 
grandchildren. They lve near Armstrong, B.C. 
Gna farm. Arvilla (Kingston) has two children 
land two grandebildren, She works in the liquor 
Store in Radium Hot Springs. Etta Helsler) has 
five children and one grandeblla. They live on a 
farm at Tees, Alberta and her husband works fot 
‘the Department of Highways, Alfred and his ite 
hhave three children tand-one grandchild. They 
livein the States. Net (Selby) has five chldren 
and live on an acreage at Charlle Lake, B.C. By 
husband is an Engineer Teennlclan and works 
for the Government. ailee (Lenny) has three 
children and lives in Wintel, B.C. on a small 
frult farm. Her husband works for the town, 
Harvey and his wite have three ehildren and 
lives on a'ranch at Enderby, Bc. When daddy 
‘led in 1981 he haa $4 grandchildren and three 
‘reatandchildren. Had he lived, there are 49 
‘randehildren and 31 greatgrandehildren now, 














PARKER, MARTIN AND HILDRED , NE 2442. 
‘EWS — wilten hy Martin A. Parker: 

Marry Wm. Packer and his wite Della Jane 
Parker came to Rmbey in October 1818 irom 
Harbine, Nebraska 

Tt asa trip fo vist Mrs. Parker's sister and 
to see this grand country as so described by 
{Gydia Shamp. 1 was so wonderfal that weeds 
‘lant grow inthe gardens and suek stories about 
‘rll fruit! Anyone from Nebraska knows Row 
the weeds ean grow down there and that explains 
the weed story 

Bert J. Shamp's had arrived the year 
previous and was working for E- A. Connelly at 
fhe time s0 they ‘were the hosts of Dad and 
‘Maher Parker. Phe fltin lve wth the country 
land Gecided to buy a farm. Herb Connelly took 
fem wit team and utter to Look at various 
{arms on October 12,1918. Yes, team and cutter 
fasmany will recall hat fhe snow came early on 
Gctober 6, andi recall correc it was a mean 
Tong winler, Six fect of show on the level at 
Rimbey, bai the farmers were getting on the 
land by fay 21, 1820. Talks about foods, we sure 
tna them that sprig, 

Ti was on October 12, 108 that they purchased 
the Bodicoat tlomestead, eight miles west of 
{own, NE 2142405 was the location. There is a 
Shu slocy about this place being Yor sale. Dyar 
had the adjoling quarter fo the west. Bodicoat 
Dull his house and buldings by @ large spring 
that he thought was om his land. Dyar claimed 
‘he spring and bulldings were on his land and 
iglte an argument Was started. Mr. Bodicost 
‘decided to bua again so moved to the centre of 
his land. Dag a weil by hand, sore 40 feet deep. 
His young son went to get a pall of water and 
Aropped the pall to the Bottom. He startea down 
fogerit but as soon as hs head Was below the 
Surface he fell, His sister, being there (00, 
Sereamed and his dad camé running from the 
Darn where he was working. Without taking of 
igashe also started down to get his son. The same 
thing then happened To hlm. A grapple hook had 
to be used to Sring them out, Jack Rotherham 
tnd Manley Cumberland both tried to go down 
but had to’be brought up Immediately. Father 
fand son are buried on the hil in the Leedale 
Cemetery, Hildred Cumberland was the organist 
ft thelr funeral which was in 1815, 

Mother and we four. children arrived tn 
Rimbey, March 9, 1890. The raliway had Just 
‘een completed tat winter, 110 two days (0 
‘come trom Lacombe as the train stopped in 
Bentley over alga. 

Tima, the oldest, marvied Gibert Lloyd, 
farmed ihe old Lyd place fora long period and 
So ese at 72 nd Ave, Chula Vista, Califor 

‘Bert married and now retired at $4 
Mission, Kansas 

‘Martin married Hlldred Cumberland both 
retired at 105i 87 Ave, Edmonton. 

‘Cela, recently widowed, married Warren. 
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Hatz, and lives at 5779 Calvin Way, San Diego, 
Califoraia 

‘Dad and swe two boys were born in THinots. 
Both girs were born in Nebraska and mother 
‘was ah "Laway”" born gal 

‘Wien we first azrived ve rented three rooms 
in the old Jim Rimbey house. Mother made hats 
find had a'mllinery in he front room. Ia the Last 
of Maren Jones and Cork bullt the green House 
that ts aisectly across the street south of the 

"We moved out tothe farm in April 1923 and T 
as § young punk batched out there much of the 

"Wild? 1 say it wast At srs it took over 12 
smiles of all fo et there. The graded road ended 
At the (op ofthe Fiver Rl, whieh was some hl in 
{hose das, Some tral, Darby was onthe tl and 
\Wesvent around hat ang angled across to the two 
Inte corner, The first house ot af town was. 3. 
Tidings and after the two mile corner was Karl 
‘Jackson's place. We trailed for one halt mile in 
Hide his Land and on West tote top of Joe Hohn 
Sr ll: At iis fve mile carne It was south for 
three quarters of a mile and angled seross com. 
ing ouf at the Toe Lamb's. Then asthe tral ook 
tus in and’ out and around sloughs we entered 
Prosser's land, across there Ino Bowman’ 
‘long his south Une out onto a CPR. quarter, 
then angling until we travelled a short ways on 
the Davidson place ‘later T. Laye's). round @ 
few more pot holes and we entered our place 
hear the east, The frail went along on te south of 
‘our bulldings and out at out aarth west corner. 

iked i many time. Twas horse and buggy in 
those days and very few ears 

‘Mother and I farmed te me place together 
for three years. Lived in The ol fog house unt 
‘ve Dut new one in 195, We hag herdly moved 
into it when we made another move to the 
Brogerson place at Leedale. We farmed that 
place along sith our own the year of 19, We 
Uecided we had enough so we had a farm sale In 
Maren 1927 and moved back fo Kansas and spent 
the year down there. Dad had never moved to 
{Canada with us as he Was a station agent on the 
Rock Island Railway, Bert alda't stay to live in 











Rimbey either as he was also 8 telegrapher and 
agent working for he same allway. Dad used to 
have me doing most of the office work when T 
Wasn't working at something else soT became a 
ham operator. 

Canada was In my blood so T came back in 
April 1928, Mother and Cala stayed down with 
Dad and éame up that fall. Dad was also pen 
Sloned off that fall and came up in August. He 
Glan enjoy hls pension very long ae te paseed 
‘away December. 

T stl had farming in my mind so bought some 
horses and broken down fnactinery and moved 
back fo the farm, as we hadn't sold t when We 
had the sale. Hildred Cumberland and I were 
fmarcied November 7, 1900 and maybe that is 
What started the “Hungry Thirties”. Cella 
‘married Warten K. Hatz of Chula Vista, Califor: 
Hla In Apri 1951 and mother went down there to 
live with them. She passed away on August 22, 
1 











{ said {farmed the of place, farmed, if you 
could call {that It sure was hard times and 
fildred and T worked our heads otf, and did our 
best We ate but many times wondered where he 
nex! sack of sugar or flour was coming from. The 
Harden was a godsend those days, Rased hogs 0 
Sell at three dollars each, milked cows and ative 
Bellon can of cream delivered to town would 
Bring dliars and ity cents ote dallas, 
te chleken unl we were sick oft. Sold spr 
Byers for 25 cents, cage for si cents a dooen, 
Fauled wood and fence poss to town, Jus hi 
tamarack posts at two and one half cents each, 
Nose tellog you old timers these things as 908 
have all been through it Took out logs To get a 
few dollars by selling bridge plank and lumber. 
Had‘a shingle mill so sawed thingies, yes, my 
fingers too, Plaved for dances for three and four 
Aollars a night, Often having fo drives team and 


oo) 


cutter when old man weather would have it down 
{ou or Bl degrees below zero (Parenkel). Goto 
Celebrations and hope to win some ofthe prize 
‘ones. Call all that farming? Hard limes? 1 
Though so 

“Alter 10 years of married life and hard times 
swe had two children. We decided Hildred could 
help out by teaching again. Schools were hard 10 
{et but she managed fo get one at Moose Portage 
fd that was 12 miles out of Smith, Alberta, 
Across the river and down tt fhe west and north 
sie, 

“Tne netping out failed asthe ratepayers were 
allbroke and had no money to pay a teacher. The 
Seheme efor the feacer fo oar teach 

ce unl the amount of board had pald up their 
Back taxes. T stopped that ina nutty by taking 
the two keds up there and letting nee hive ae 
Instead of me hiring one. After Td that 120 
send up money for thera to live on, She did get 
Dald after long wa 

Tildred ‘and T had three children, James 
‘McPherson Parker was bora January 81994 He 
Is the University Arenitet at the University of 
‘Alberta here in Edmonton and also Professor 
there. He married June Hielman of Everest 
‘They have two boys aad two glris and lve at St 
Albert 

‘Shlley June Parker was born June 8, 1935 
and married Serge Andreff, section foreman on 
fhe CIN. out of Red Deer, She teaches muste and 
plano lessons in Sylvan Lake where they reside 
‘They have one boy and three gins 

‘Max Robert Parker, born Novermber 10,1957 
‘ida’t stay with us very long as he died of seple 
Dpreumonla March 25, 1980, Dad is buriea in the 
Rimbey cemetery (as he died on the farm after 
retring) and by his side sour ite Max. So they 
feach have company. Grandpa and grandson 
‘Mother ts buried near the Lite Church of Roses 
at Chula Vista, California, 

re wasn school ear the farm, Fuller 
was our dlsrlet bit built too far away. Leedale 
‘Was our next closest but sil four miles away. Tt 
twas decided we would build another and we cid 
Te'was celled Mountain View. It caused some 
high taxes and after we had pala. them the 
Aelghbors to the west tat wouldnt foln the dls: 
{tiet at fist, changed thelr minds and had the 
disitiet enlarged. Also managed to have the 
Schoo! moved a mile west and one half mlle 
north, As 1 have heard is ealled Mount View 
how, hey must have changed the name at that 
time also 

‘When coming to Rimbey, Sam Rimbey and 
‘other old mers fold me thatthe Blindman river 
‘was named that because t wandered around Ike 
blind man, Anyone that has skated on It as We 
‘id inthe od days could sure se, that was a fact. 

‘Tolned the array in 1841, went overseas to ac 
tive duty and was alscharged in October 1915, 

When we came to the farm In 1620 our 
neighbors Were Howard and Maude Bowman on 
NE 20, Paul Carlson who was married 40 



































Draper's daughter on SE 0, the Davidson family 
fn SW 30, They had a boy and a girl. He owned 
four buckskin horses of the old wild type with & 
Diack line down thelr backs. When be sold the 
Place to Theo Laye in 1922 of 25 the horses Went 
Seite the land, 

"To the north of us were the Draper family. A 
small lake known as Draper Lake was the south 
Boundary of Harry Draper's homestead and It 
pretty well covered the eastside of his land. A 
Son Harry J, died there, and because It Was 
possible fo get « permit te bury on your land, be 
fas buried irectiy across from the homestead 
Inthe curve ofthe lake. Gil and Loyd Draper lett 
{n 1905. The Rogers faraly lived near Drapers 
land Geo Webb who married Margaret Rogers 
lived with them, Bi Hobeck, Herman Bowell, 
‘Charlie Jacobson and Patton lived on north, 
‘Others. the south west were Fred Perkins, 
Sohn Beck, lay" Algrigge’ and Jim Jackson, 
Directiy south was BIN Murby and Jack 
Rotherham 

‘ve writen too much, so will sign by dating 
this Novernber 18, 1977 





PARKINS, CLIFFORD AND ANNIE — by A. 
Parkins 

‘Cit was born at Heward, Seskatchowan and 
his wife the former Annie Corbett in Moose Ja. 

‘We were married In 193s and’ came t0 the 
Leedale. district. that fall from Climax 
Sashatehewan, We bought a C.P-R. quarter West 
tf Lecdale, where we lived for 10 years. 

"Those years were hard years ast took lot of 
work end money to establish a home, get the 
‘ecessary equipment to farm with and sill make 
‘living, as money was shor. 

In the winter Cif eu tamarack posts, hauled 
tem home with team and sleigh and then cut 
them in post lengths by hana with a Swede saw 
He then hauled them into Leedale where an ld 
fiend, Dan Myers, rom the pralres, owned the 
Sore, He was paying tree cents a post soa load 
‘Sf 10) poate was worth three dollars. TRis cer 
tainly Beiped to buy the groceries. 
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We were blessed with two children, Bill and 
Ruby while we lived there. 

ih ois we bought the SE: 18:42.3.W5 trom 
Scott Willets which was inthe Midland aistrit 
Bl had started sehool at Leedale and then he 
land Ruby attended the Midiand sctoo! 

‘Our youngest son dy was bora here to com. 
plete our farly 

Tn J854 we sold the quarter west of Leeda to 
‘Lester Robinson and bought the SW 0423.05, 
{fom Theo Laye. This quarter was on the malt 
Toad west of Rimbey. It was loser to (own and 
liso om the school tus route Into Rimbey 
However our stay there was short as we decided 
tomove into town In October 988, We later sold 
fone quarter of land to Art and Phils Green and 
the other to Owen and Doris MeEIroy 

‘Cit worked for diferent ones for swhile and 
then took the job of milk delivery forthe town in 
HES. als kept gute few pgs Rept ws 

‘BIL worked part time at the Rimbey 
Creamery and upon completion of High Setect 
he accepted steady employment there with the, 
Central Alberta Daley Pool. He Is now sales 
Supervisor of Alpha Mlk 

Bland ls wie, the former Vivian Torwalt of 
Lannigan, Saskatehewan ive in Red Deer, They 
have {wo girs Michelle and Kimberley 

When Ruby completed. school she’ took, 
couse and beeame a Cerfled Nursing Ald. She 
‘worked for six years at ihe Rimbey General 
Hospitat before she met. and. married. Cyril 
Newsham. They live ona farm at Ianstatl and 
have fo cilldren Rodney and Conn, 

"Bad" also Worked at the Fuimbey Creamery 
but ook over the milk delivery from hs parents 
‘and has been the Alpha Distibutor for the past 10, 
Sears. He married Audrey Berg of High Pralrie 
4nd they have a tle girl Tasha 

“They have bull a nice new home in Rimbey 
where they reside 








PURDY, JACK AND THELMA 

In August. 1972 Jack and ‘Thelma, Purdy 
purchased quarter of land from Jim and 
Martha Crowell and moved out trom Calgary 
With thelr three sons, Dana, David and Dean, 

‘My husband, Jack, sas bor at Lestock, 
Saskatchewan and finished his schooling at the 
Tutheran College In Regina 

Thelma (French) Was born at Grandview, 
Manitoba and my family moved to Alberta 
a6 

“ack and Lflest met in Calgary in 1852, Jack 
was employed ith the C-P-R. for 7 Years and 
‘was worklng a¢ the Aquitaine Gas Plant at Ram 
River before coming fo this area to farm. 





JOHN GOULD ROTHERMAM — NW 18-42-.W5 

ohn was born in Coventry, England on May 
12, 187, He came to Canada in 1902 and worked 
faround Winnipeg fora few years and settled in 
fhe Leedale dstiet (3 1907 


He had the first radio in the district and 
neighbors would come for miles around in the 
Winter fo sten tothe Old Timers from Calgary 
bn Thursday" evenings. Gang’ Busters was 
nother favorite program. ‘The women Would 
Bring lunch and all would spend an enjoyable 
tvening. He sold the farm to Ray Lamberfus in 
{sit and moved to Rimbey. He was almost bind 
When he passed away inthe Rimbey" AURIary 
Hospital on July 17, 1968. He was 89 





SAUNDERS, RAYMOND AND MIRIAM-—NW 5: 
Baws 

Raymond Saunders, along with nis wite 
Miriam and his nine-year-old son, Bll, moved to 
the Midland disieict in 1946, following 
Raymond's lscharge rom the airforce a a 
‘World War Il veteran. They had farmed at Cac 
tus Lake, Saskatchewan, Until Raymond and a 
augiter, Pally, joined’ the airforce. At that 
Hime, Miriam and fll moved to Lacombe for the 
(raion of the war, 

"They bought the former Perey Thomas place 
situated at NW 542 2095. At the time, they hed fo 
frive through the quarter to the east af them 
Where the Waller Hayward fammiy lived. They 
Tater bull a bridge over the creek in thelr land, 
Ssoaccess was galned from the road fo the west of 
their quarter 

Ini Reymond and iam adopted 
young boy, Simon. "The following spring they 
‘dopted 10 montns old Joanne. 

















“tka Qe 17, tat 


Besides farming, Raymond taught school, 
sirst at Leedale and later at Benjamin. He was 
‘well known for his sense of humor and his 
Creative storytelling. In August, 1994, he dled 
Suddenly of @ heart attack and was buried in 
Himbey” He would have taught af the Midland 
School that term had he lived 

“Mirlam was the first secretary ofthe Midland 
Ladies Club, She enjoyed gardening and sewing, 
‘8S well, Miriam had a beauliful contralto votce 

Followhng Raymond's death, ilrars and the 
ciuldren moved to Lacombe and then back again 
fo the fidland district Bil joined the Canadian 
Armed Forces and lives in Calgary with ls 
amy, 

“Mibiam and the other two children went srt 
fo Georgla, US.A. in April 1958, and (hen 10 
Frorida, U.S.A. where Simon and Joanne both 
live with their families, Miriam dled in 17, 


SDINONS, MELVIN AND LETTHA — given by 

‘Melvin Simmons was born in Michigan in 2899 
‘and with his parents later moved i Scotsguard, 
‘Saskatchewan. In 1924 he married Leltha Downs 
of Havre, Montana, who was born in 195 in the 
State of Ailehigan als. 




































































May 22, 1994 dawned bright and early tor 
Melvin and Leltha: thelr two boys Lawrence, 
fge nine, and Harvey, age seven, and small 
‘daughter’ Bernice, age two years. They were 
feaving the Stskatehewan dust bow! bend 
heading west by covered. wagon to. Alberta 
Melvin had made his ovm covered vagon eight 
by 1 feet on a "Bennett Wagon’ made from the 
tear ends of two Model T Fords 

“They had one Wagon with two cows in it 
Another wagon had machinery and the covered 
‘agon was fied behind this one. A four horse 
team pulled this oat. Tey also had one sadae 
pony. ‘Tete main supplies included to, 100 
ound bags of flour and some groceries and $40, 

hey stopped at Dixon, Alberta about three 
ype and ested. Mtv eid ‘lear land 

“Fly 15,299 Melvin and his family arrived at 
Leaate where they eamped on the Mighe place, 
Dethaps better known to some as the Art Dupras 
Place, Ditficult times, moves and sickness 
Followed. Later they returned to the Dupras 
place and bought I 

“Tn 188 a new baby boy, Jack Albert, arrived 
to bless thelr home 

Thelrenildren now four, received ther educa 
tion at Mount View, the two Leedale stools, and 
Mldiana schoo 

‘Melvin andthe boys helped bull a numberof 
roads in. the community using horses and 
Fresnos. He was kept busy farming and caring 
for his tamily but be always had time to help 
fanyone sto needed help. 

‘Community wood saving days to ensure a 
good supply of fuel for the winter were 
Fremorable times. Fall harvest and threshing 
wit thresking machines, hayracks, teams, and 
bundles was a time everyone looked forward to 
Harvey ‘aid some ‘brush culting with Ernie 
Drader, using a caterpillar tractor: He also had a 
Savemii on his dad's place 

‘Recreation was Realhful but simple and 
toads of fun, The whole neighborhood would 
gather together for ball games in the summer. 
{Winter found most of the children stlgh ding or 
Sating on some slough or Bore rink. 








ce Re at ole ean at 


‘Wages weren't that great, Students who did 
Janitor work atthe Midland school received $2.00 
E'month and {n-winter time 82.90 a month, 
Because the wood fires had to be Rept golng might 
land day to Keep the school arm enoueh. 

‘War broke’ out, in. 1043 thelr eldest son 
Lawrence took tis place among the boys who 
{ought to detend loved ones and county. When 
he returmed ie took up farming on the Cais 
‘Bakke homestead. In 180ne married Ivy Hewes 
‘Of Athabasea, They have seven children, Gall 
{has Clarence Hall, Dwayne, Ricky, Darlene, 
‘Terry, Margaret and Tammy. They stil reside 
on the farm and are contefbuting thelr part to the 
community. 

uly 1050 Harvey married Nora Visger, 
aughter of Mr, and Mrs. Visger of Leedale, It 
rained every day for 17 days before the wedding 
Dut July i8 was sunny and bright. They made 
thelr home at Vulean, Alberta. They have four 
iris: Judy (Its. Jona Wren) of Bel, Montana: 
Blane’ (Mrs, Robert Crawford) of Calgary: 
‘Karen ving In Calgary ana Wanda at nome with 
her folks. Harvey Is © contractor and owns the 
Vilean $ and'S Concrete plant at Vulean. 

‘Bernice married. William Perrault of St 
Albert, alberta. They have five children: 
‘Mary, Jean (Mrs, Howard Tuompson) of 
Devon,” Brian, Bradley, and Debbie all of 
Rimbey. Bill served for some years as a town 
foreman for Rimbey Where they stl lve. Jack 
married Darlene Schauermant of Champion, 
‘Riberta, Jack ied trucking and owned hs ow 
fuck. ‘ney lived at Vulean for some time and 
later moved to Rimbey. ‘They had one gtr, 
‘Sharon, Jack passed away in 1887 

{in 1971 Melvin and Leltha retire from farm 
Ing and moved info town (Rirbey) where they 
row reside. They feel ie has been good to them 
lind great enjoy and appreciate visits trom old 
time neighbors. 


SHAW, FRED AND LILLIANSE1742.3.W5— by 
Fred Shaw 
Twas born in Blackbura, E 





wgland on May 1, 


lwo. My mother dled when I was five years ol 
In May 1810 my father, two brotners anf earme 
{fo Canada on the Empress of Ireland. The wat 
‘hed fust started and on the next trip abroad she 
‘Was rammedby a Swedish buat and she sank. We 
fame to Galahad, Alberta for awhile and ihen 
ded went back fo England in the frst World War 
for two and a half years, During this time my 
brotuers ana T stayed with an uncle 

‘When dad returned we moved to Big Valley. 
‘ertawnerewe armed trom iy 9180 Api 

We were dried out year after year so decided 
to move. 1 had been out to Rims in 1991 and 
nade a. payment on the SE aid23W3, We 
{avelied to Rimbey by train and T had three 
Head of cate. We arrived in the Midlana district 
in May 1585, 

Was a raw quarter of land, no fence, 20 
bullaings and al bush except I acres. Thad only 
She left when T arrived at the farm, My frst 
house was Bult out of C-P.R, doors It was seven 
by Il feet 

Lian Shaw (nee Bryanton) came from Olds, 
‘Alberta with her mam and dad Mo. and Mrs 
Herb Bryanton and sisters and brothers. They 
arrived an Apri, 1927In Rimbey. They came bY 
train 

“They rode on a stone boat with sacks of grain 
and puliea by a team of horses from Rimbey out 
fotne farm. There were stumps al over the road 
‘and lots of water. We setied inthe Poter Creek 
istrict which was east of the Mlaland district 
‘whe eame later. Lilian had aller schooling st 
Potter Creek. On December 16, 1957 Lilllan 
‘married Fred Shaw. They bult anew house atter 
‘hey were married, It was 1 feet by 20 test 
foviginally and then we bullt on fo it after the 
ehlldren arrived, 

We had 10 children. Seven boys and three 
airs. Eight are stil alive. Two boys pasted 

We used to milk cows and sell cream and 
eggs. Fred sold wood to help make ends meet 
Sometimes he would seh hace loads of wood 
Week and hauled ft Info Rimbey. ‘That was elght 
Illes one way’ 16 miles round fp. 

‘Tim the ldest boy took all hs schooling at 
Midland, He now lives around Rimbey. 
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Kenneth the second boy went to Midland to 
Grade’, then took bis high schoo! in Rlmmbey. He 
find is orife and two chilzen lve in Singapore. 
Wayne started schoo! at Midland and then the 
bus came, Wayne passed away in 1968, allan and 
his wite live in Spruce Grove. Terry lives on the 
farm at Rimbey. 

Tiida Mapehildon (Shaw) has two children 
and lives at Rocky Mountain House. Freda and 
Franklin were twins, Freda Stocle (Shave) has 
fo ehlldzen and lives at Wetaskiin, Franklin 
works at the gas plant at Rimbey. Baby Dean 
passed away in 1961 and Karen our youngest wil 
[Braduate in September this year (1970) 

‘We enjoyed our lives at Midland. Everyone 
was frlendly and we visited a lot. We hada 
Midland Ladies Culp. We met once « month at 
ifferent houses. Midland was very. active in 
Sporis. Tae country schools always had track 
meets, We had abil team, Jie Booth, Jack Sim- 
‘mons, Wayne Fode, Alec Szoke, Jim Shavt, Bil 
Saunders, Stanford Wilson and ar! Booth was 
fn the team. Ian not remember the ret, Stan 
{ora Wilson could really hit the ball He was alg 
fellow and usually when Stanford came up bat 
‘bases were loaded. He would knock a home ran 
‘and would bring them ai! home, 

‘We also had a good hockey team. We made a 
sink af our place with tlgh board fence. and 
lights, Jack Cruleksnank, Eugene and Darryl 
Lester and the Shave made up a hockey tean, 

‘We had a new i948 Ford Ton Truck. We used 
to take all te toam to the games, Sometimes we 
‘Would have spectators ride slong. 

Mr. Layton (the Senool teacher) would bring 
slong a heavy rope. Different times we got stuck 
‘nde kids would pull us outwith the Dope, 

Clare Thomas, George MecTighe and red 
Shaw, were a -high scoring hockey’ Line for 
Ribey in the 1940 

‘We lived in the Mldland district untit 1957, 
then we moved two males south of Rimbey where 
Wwe lived for three years. Then in 190 we bought 
farm six miles north west of Rlmbey and we 
lived there until Is73. We are now retired In 
Rimbey. ‘We will be married 40 years on 
December 8, 1977 


SCHROEDER, FREDERICK AND LUCY — 
by Fred Schroeder Jr. 

Frederick Albert Leopold Schroeder Sr. was 
born October 18,1895. Mls wite te former Lucy 
Bicke was born January 18,190, Taey were both 
born in the ety of Quediinburg, Province of Sax 
‘ony, in Germany. They were married in 1818 

“fhetr son Fredertek Albert Leo was born May 
18,1901 also in Quealinburg. 

My parents chose to immigrate to Canada in 
the vear 1923, coming direclly to the southern 
(prairie) region of Alberta. They setied in the 
Vatean aisriet tn 1932, working Tor a, wheat 

mer by the name of Jim Hobson northwest of 
Vatean, 

Thad stayed behind with my grandparents, 50 














in May 1945, four years later they sent for me.I 
telebeated my 12th birthday an the CPLR. Liner 
(Ghip) Monterose the day t entered the Gulf of 
St Ravtrence, 

My parenis then undertook to farm on their 
own In'the Snake Creek district in 19351998, T 
attended Snake Creek schoo! forfour years 

We were forced fo abandon farming at Snake 
Creek and farmed another year at Vulcan In 
185, renting a half section from Willam Becker. 

‘Wvemoved to the Rimbey district inthe spring 
of 1958 purehasing what was then known #2 the 
Nels Cumberland homestead 

Th the year 191 We purchased the home 
quarter known as the Parker place (NW 24123 
Ws) trom one Martin Parker, ‘where Ar 
Carpenter's are now, edding the quarter south of 
this; next to and n between us and the Jackson 
Place, purchased from D Defipp In the Year 
Tis ve sold the Nels Cumberland homestead to 
‘one: Wiliam Goodrieh in the year 198, Bl 
perished on ths place two Yeas later, having 
Beem found dead’ bya nelgabor, in his barn 
Detineen is stabled team of horses 

T bought the SW 3542403 known as the 
Draper homestead, from the Municipality at a 
‘Tax Sale inthe year 190 





1 was promptly informed by a close neighbor, 
ip ‘Ticker, that the former ovner (Draper) 
Was stil residing there in everlasting peace and 
4id not wish tobe disturbed Fsald this place to a 
fentleman. speculator {rom Forest Lawn 
Ealgery in me year 1983 
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We sold the Parker place in 1959 t0 Ar 
‘carpenter and moved to the Iola aistriet, 

married the former Myrtle Mary Mores in 
November 190, and we had a family of four 
Cildsen ail bora at Rimbey, 

‘Albert Leonard Schroeder was born 
December 14,195, He married Lynn Limisky of ‘ 
Clareshoim in June 1973. 

“Josephine Marie Schroeder was born 
December I, 1982. She married Peter Calvert of 
Rocky’ Mouniain fouse in July 2971. They have 
{wo daughters. ‘tannis bora January 1, 1974 and 
Saekle born January 24 1975. 

‘Brenda Marlene Sekiveder was born August 
mp, iol, She married James Weber of Rocky 
Mountain House in June 173. They lve in Fa 
fonton and have “a daUghier ‘Januar bom 
‘gust af, 186 

Harold Edward Schroeder was born August 
51, 188 He married Barbara Toth of High River 
Ard live in Rocky Mountain House. They have & i 
Son Jeremiah born on March 15, 1878 and & 
Gaughter Karla on March 18,1976, 

‘married a second time and my wife and T 
both "work atthe. Mickener "Centre formerly 
own as the Deerhome Insitute. 

My father Frederick Albert Leopold 
Senroeder passed avvay March, 1962 at Bluffton 
‘with Interament in the Rimbey Cemetery 

‘My mother Lucy Schroeder lives in Rimbey 
and Is Keeping very well 














SPRECKER, SAM AND MARIE, NE 18-123.W5, 
Shy Marie Sprecker 

Sim Spreeker-was born in Garson, Russia, 
August 18, 1600, He lived there unt the age ot 
five years when he ‘wiin hs famlly moved {0 
‘Teipp, North Dakota, U.S.A. 

‘Whien ne was 18 years ol the family moved 
‘again to live in Hatton, Saskatchewan. He was 
‘ated In marriage to arte Laux, February 10, 
4924, She eame with her family to Lehr, North 
Dakota in 1908 from Roumanta. Marie Laux was 
‘bora Apel 15, 1808 

Tn 1918. ihe family moved to Hatton, 
Saskatchewan, ‘That Is where all my mother's 
family was living in 1924 

‘On September ‘2, Sam and I moved to 
aillance, Alberta with two wagons, one covered 











tollve In, the other with a hay rack on, with all 
fur belongings. Three of our mill cows we gave 
{omy parents, The ret of our stock we sold for 
‘what We could get and that was-very iit. A 
Teady for market pig, we got five dollars, for & 
cow we pot $25. You were lucky to get that as 
there were no crops, as 1824 ras the first year 
that the drougt hit Saskatchewan, 

Sam's brother, Jack, was ving in Allance so 
that is why ve moved there. The erops were fai. 
Iy good so there was work to be had. We got £2 
Alllance October i, 1924 and fixed up 232 by 15 
foot granary to lve in. We lived tn ft unt 1925 
when we finally gota farm torent, Sam's ye 
‘ld brother had come with us to Alliance aa he 
‘rove the four horse tearm on the hayrack When 
We moved there, ‘The three of us got work on & 
Ieshing out ‘The men with wagon and team 
got soven dollars a day and 1 cooked for 21 men 
Sind got five dollars a'day, worked 90 days and 
‘he snow came. We went back to our thack and 
gol It ready for winter. Our baby daughter, 
Fuby, was born December 1 n that home: Sart 
Went io work whenever he could et work. irmes 
Were good for usin 1898-1 was Our first year of 
arming: 1 boarded a teacher fromm 198 fo 128, 
(ur son, Robert, was born November 16, 1028 
and a son, John, came along August 10,1881 In 
50 wo bought farm seven miles soith east of 

1909 is what was called the great depression 
or the "Dirty ‘Thrtles" or "Hungry Thirties” 








We never went nungry as we always had meat, 
milk, cream, butter and eggs. Our garden Was 
flown over ail Ina low spot so we always had 
Potatoes and other garden preduce. We always 
{ol enough feed for our stocklot of work. The 
things we sold we didnot get much for tem, but 
there was always enough money for tea, coitee, 
‘Sugar and other fle things we needed T gain 
boarded a teacher for sometime, 
1804 our son, Waller, was born January 25, 

gad ton, Dick (chard), was born December 

The drought and dust storms were not getting 
any better and we go tired ofthe dust blowing it 
fur faces every day. We reated our farm {0 
Sam's brother, made a sale, packed our truck 
{his time and we started out for somewhere there 
Was no dust blowing. Our plans we made were to 
fo to Beltish Columbia, however we never ot 
fheze. We started out April 15, 199 

Sam wanted to see his brother, Fred at 
Rimbey, "We got there the same day ‘Sam's 
brother inlaw and fanny’ had got back from 
B.C. ie sald things were Dad. He sald thre was 
‘no way you could make @ living for a family =0 
‘We stayed at Rimbey. Tt was hare finding a farm, 
that time of year. Finally, we bought a farm in 
the Mfidiand istrict and moved there May 27, 
be, 














“There was no school as yt inthe Midland ds 
trict, but one was bult that year, Our children 
iissed schoo! from April 1839 to January 190, 
Everyone in the nelghboriood helped build the 
sehoal 

‘Wiien wwe moved to our farm, there was only 
an old-12 by 24 oot log house with no doors ot 
‘windows init 

‘We just nicely got moved and tained for two 
weeks. We could not get out with our truck to get 
Tumber fora door, of windows for the house, We 
hhad a eanvas cover for our truck. We cut that up, 
And hailed It on the windows and door until we 
ould get to town 

We gota bunk house from Fred Sprecker so 
we had a place to sleep in. We mixed mu fo til 





‘between the logs, got lumber to bud a bedroom, 
tnd Kitchen in the log house, also done a lt of 
‘ther bullding and broke more lana 

"twas a busy summer and fall for us. In the 
winter Sam went to work Ina saw mill. We 
Moved Into a” good. neighborhood. ‘They were 
fways ready to give a Belping hand when we 
heeded help. 

(Our closest nelghbors were Lesters and 
Visgers. Later the Johnny Booths lived right 
across. the Foad ‘fom is. One of our first 
Relghbors we met was Alice Lester. She and he? 
{two boys: we met them at the corner where we 
{raed fo go fo our place. She was coming back 
from Visgers, 

‘ler we got settled on our farm we got 100 
young chickens, four mille cows and some pigs 
nd four horses. Besides the farm Sam worked 
Wherever he could get work. 








Sam Sra nh wn Pht a Fy 


Im 194 we were blessed with twin girs, 
Phyllis and Fay. We were getting along: real 
food, were maklig a good living for our family, 
then’ in 1945. Sam {ook very" sick and. Was 
hospitalized ti 108, That was a ad time for us 
Thanked God often for the good nelghbors we 
had. There were many times {do not know what 
ivould have done without my’ neighbors. They 
‘wore always there to lend « helping hand, Also 
my dear sister, Emella Fode and family had 
moved there in 1845. also my brother Rleahold, 
8nd hs fanly had moved tothe Rimbey district 
that year which was a blessing as they always 
‘Were there when Ineeded someone to Turn 0.18, 
1i80 we sold our farm and moved back to the 
{farm at Alliance due fo Samshealth as we lived 
{oo close to the swamp and it was too damp, 
Some of the boys were old enough to farm by that 
‘ime, 

1h 1851 we had another son, Lome, was born 
January 28. Sam Spreeker passed avay ater a 
lengthy’ illness on August 28,1969 and’, Marie 








Sprecker, now reside in Strome, Alberta. The 
Bhitterites farm the land now 

‘Our eight children 

Ruby Sprecker is now Mrs, Milton Cole, They 
live in’ Rimbey. ‘They have four daughters, 
Karen, Janet, Wendy and Laure, 

Robert (Bob). Sprecker: married Anna 
CCoutlerier of Alliance, Alberta, ‘They have four 
Gaughters, Darlene, Shirley, Connie and 
Iijnette. Robert farms 12 miles irom Alliance 

‘ohn Sprecker married Lorrie Backmeler of 
Esiovan, Sask. They have three children, Daven, 
Darryl and Brent. They live at Brooks, Alberta 
where they are going into the Dalry Queen 
business ina shopping mal, 

Phvlls Sprecker married James Yarham of 
alliance, Alberia, They have. three children, 
Getn, Ricky and’ Shanna. They farm 1) miles 
forth west of Strome, Alberta 

‘Fay Sprecker marviea 2d Demblckl, They 
have two daughters, Debble and Beveriy. Ea 
Works fr the CN. They live at Kamloops, B.C. 

Lorne Sprecker, the youngest, ives in 
Prince George, B.C. He has one small daughter, 
Patricia. He works with a painting company. 











STEVENS, WALTER J. NE 18-423.05 

‘Walter Was born near Harmony, Minnesotan 
ed He vised the Rimbey area in 102, where 
his brothers Bill and Louis vere farming. 

‘1814, he returned to Rimbey with is bride, 
the former Netle Laurene Sauer, also of Har: 
‘mony, Minnesota, and lived one mile south af 
{own from 1814 to 1977 

He also owed and farmed two farms in the 
Lecdate area, The NW 21 and NE S347. was 
‘South of Leedale and he farmed this land unt he 
retired 

Tir 193, he bought the NE 18-42-45 from a 
family named Graham. These folk had come 
from Chicago and knew lle of western farm 
ing. Because of adverse weather and the de 
pression, Gratam decided to pul ot. 














He approached Walt with the proposition that 
stoboc0 would buy his quarter of land, hs 
livestock, harness, machinery, furniture, and 
ven the cooking ustenis. Walt took him up o” 
his proposition and Graham let with a sultease 
ot personal effects 

Walt and Nettie had four children. Donald 
Violet, Virgl and Kieth 





STOLLINGS, EARL AND ESTHER NE 18-25. 
ws 

‘Barl Stolings was born to Cleophus and Bid 
‘te Stolings in Lacombe, Alberta an September 
11, 147, Earl was united in marriage t Esther 
‘Eitslond on July 9, 199% Agnes and. Esther 
‘Eritsland married th ta Stollings brothers in a 
Gouble wedding ceremony atthe Erllsiand farm 
ome 

‘Earl and Esther homesteaded the NE 1942.5 
‘ws west of Rimbey in the early years of thelr 
Iacried ite, Two: sons were Born to ther In 
Rmbes. Eset joined the Forestry Service inthe 
Summer of 183 and they moved to Saunders, 
‘Alberta, Their two daughters were born while 
{hey were living in Tals area, Earl served the 
Forestry in Foothills, moving therein 1947, Brule 





‘Me Barge Le im Thomson, Exe Sig. tft Cech 
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(orest and north of Hinton) and Rock Lake wich 
ISelose to Jasper. Bsther taught school in Jasper 
unt her death in December 197. ter etiring 
from the Forestry in 196), Earl was Involved 
maintenance at the Jasper Park Lodge. Fallow 
Ing that he was head caretaker for the Jasper 
Pack Senools unt his retirement In 1973. Ear 
Femarvied in 17419 rene Classens. They moved 
to Kelowna, B.C. In January 1976. Earl passed 
‘way thereon October 25197. 

‘Esther and Earl had four children, Cecil Her. 
‘man, bora on November 16, 1835, in Rimbey, 
‘martied Joan Woodring from Hattonfora, Alber. 
{a Cecil and Joan are living in Edmonton and 
have four ehiidven. ‘Karen Marie, born 
September 11, 1860, Sandra Grace, born 
December 15, 1961 Linda Shiviey, born July 28, 
1965, and Susan Bernice bora Navernber 25, 1988 
All are ving at home. 

‘Lars Samuel, born in Rimbey on April 25, 
1205, married Eileen Cochrane from Edmonton 
Ears and Eileen have two children and. are 
presently tiving in Edmonton, Darren Lee, bore 
June 18, 1904, and. Gary Daie born January 2 
1968, Darren and Gary lve at home, 

Shitley Eileen, born in Rocky. Mountain 
House on January’ 10, 1048, married Chalmers 
Whitelaw irom Fémonton, Shirley and Chalmers 
have two children and ere currently living in 
Carotine, Alberta, James Earl, born August 8, 
49s, and Laurel Joan, born June 18, 1968, 276 
both at Rome 

‘Mavis Mary, born May 8,197, In Nordege, 
married to Waren Webber from Valean, Alber 
tac Mavs and Warren ive a Calgary ana ave 








STOLLINGS, VICTOR AND AGNES—NW 18-2 
a3 

Cleophus Samuel, Stolings was united tn 
‘marriage to Bidale Webb In Boon County, West 
Virginia, In 1904. They moved to the Rimbey 
area soon attr, ie and his wife farmed in the 
Aisriet ‘west of Rlmabey, moving there In ap. 
proximately 1915 oF 1908 

"Victor Hugo was born to them tn Virginia on 
July 5,190. Earl, thelr second son was barn 
Lacombe on September 77, 1907. Cleophus and 
[Biddle were divereed, Biddie moved to Calgary 
where she lived for afew years and then to Ver 
ton, B.C where se ved Umit her death frors an 
Sulomobile accident In July of 1968 Cleophus 
Stallings moved to Dawson Creek, B.C. where he 
hauled water to the own residents by horse and 

gon and later by truck as there was no Water 
{vallable inf. He passed away therein 197 

Victor Stolings, was unltedgin marriage to 
Agnes isle Eriisland at the Eriisland farm 
home west of Leslieville on July 9, 1982. They 
lived on farm west of Rimbey (NW 1942.3} 
‘Three children were born to them while they 
lived in this area. Robert Everett, born Apr 1, 
195, Anna Marie born May 30, 1884, and Myrtle 
Eleanor an December i, 1855. Th 1858, they 














‘moved to the Eritsland farm at Leslieville for 2 
Shoct time whlle thelr home was being prepared 
fon thelr land they purchased two and one hall 
niles north of Alkambra, Thelr fourth and last 
hil, Helen Irene, was bora in the Erlsland 
home on January 2, 1998. 

"Victor and Agnes spent about 11 years on this 
Jand and had many interesting tales and events 
{o tell from the ol ishing hole inthe Horseguard 
reek fo driving horses over dfs of snow fo get 
{oschoot in Alhambra. The pike were so plentiful 
inthe creek af that lite that one day Agnes ald 
fn the bank and scooped out sh wath ner bare 
hands; of course one had to be fast and perhaps, 
the fish were alte sow! The mode of anspor 
{ation to school or anywhere at that me was 
horses. In the water there was the glorious 

‘cuter whieh was ou "ichool Dus" as We 
stopped and picked up the Bradshaws and 
anyone else who Was Op the route. There 
‘Some doubt as fo whlch end was up sometimes as 
ihe cutter had a great reputation for tipping over 
fon the numerous snow banks 


lng et tbe Hk, Ma Rabe, nd Ame. Tahen a 136. 


Victor enlisted in the army fn 1941 and served 
until 1985. Agnes went back teaching In 1844 in 
‘Alhambra and did so unt ner death trom cancer 
in 9a, 

‘Viefor married Edna von Hollen inthe fall of 
1965 In Frobisher Bay, NWT. They went from 
there to Pugwash, Nova Scoila where Victor 
passed away In std and Edna in 19, 

Robert Stolings married Doris Payne from 
Lousana, Alberta on June 8, 1985. They live In 
Red Deer where Bob Is employed as Cty Clerk 
find Doris works ina lawyer's efiee. Thay have 
{sto children. Bruce, born ox July 11, 1858, com 
pleted nls schooling in Red Deer and is currently 
Employed there. Lyn Pateica, bora November 
41, 1960, 1s atlending Grade 12 in the Lindsay 
‘Thurber High Senoal in Red Deer. 

‘Ganna) Marie’ Stolligs mattied Norman 
Guenther who came to the Alhambra district 
‘rom Maple Creek, Saskatchewan In 199. They 








are farming south of Alhambra. Marie and Nor 
fan nave five sons and two daughters, Wayne 
Guenther bors May 8, 1955, lves at Alhambra 
fand Is employed on ali rigs in the Condor aca, 
Brian born. September 20, 1855. works at the 
Agulfaine Gas Plant. Brian married Latrcen 
Holman of Cow Lake in 1974, They have two 
fs, Racenel two and one half years, and Lind: 
Say ‘one. year. Randy. born March 13, 1967, 
married Tammie Courtright of Cow Lake in 1978, 
‘They live at Ralnbow Lake where Randy works 
for the Aquitaine Gas Plant. Ricky, bora 
November #1958, and Gary, bora Apri li, 1961, 
Both live at Home: Joanne, (adopted. ats 
‘ronths) born June 1, 186 ives at home and 
[tends sehool in Condor. Terr, (adopted at one 
[andone half years) born Febraary 12,1967, ves 
4 home and siso attends sehoo! In Condo. 

Morte Stolings married James von Hellen of 
the Alhambra diseit on August 21,1954 Myrtle 
Bnd Jim have three children, Sharon Lyan bors 
‘Tune 9, 1958, in Wianlpeg, Manitoba where Jim 
‘was stationed with the RCAF. Sharon has 
Bitended University in Vancouver and is now 
‘Working in the Vancouver area. James Everett 
‘born February 9, 1958 tok his schooling in cen 
tial Alberta. and Haney, B.C. and snow 
tmployed in Red Deer, Jetirey Ray born March 
518s leo took hs schoolngin Central Alberta 
find Haney and is now stationed in Petawa 
Gntaria with the Armed Forees 

Helen Stollings married Cecll Andrew trom 
te Gilbey area and they live in Blackfalds 
Where Cee runs a Sand and Gravel business and 
Helen operates a Beauly Salon. Cec and Helen 
have three children. Diane Laura, born on Oc. 
{ober 18,1951, took her schooling in Blacktelds 
land Laccmbe. She thea completed a year at the 
ea Deer College and is now employed in Ed 
fronton. Darryl Raymond ‘bora on March 26, 
Bisa, Darryl also Went to sehool in Blackfalds 
dnd iacombe, He s now employed with te fami: 
Iygravel business In Blackfalds, Shelley 
Lavonne was born on February 3, 196. She is 
‘currently attendiag Grade 1 ia Lacombe Com: 
posite High Sched: 




















‘THE HAROLD THOMAS FAMILY — by Mrs. 
Harold Thomas 

Harold. Thomas, eldest son of Harry E, 
‘Thomas, with hs father and younger brother, 
‘Baya, came to the Ostrem Home in 1020, seeking 
{information soout homesteads. T, Mabel, was 
fonly 19 years old atthe ime, but for us It was 
Tove at first sight. They obiained homesteads 
Hight near ours andthe next year, on October 25, 
10h, we were married at the Angtean Charen 
Faltview, Alberta, We lett immediately for 4 
Wedding trp to Giby. Our wedding dance, at the 
CGiby Hall, was attended by a record crowd, as 
Silrkad many friends inthe area, a8 Harold ad 
‘A glorious, happy memory! The threshing gang 
thivareed us ater evening, als, and brought 
Usa carving set, which we still cherish. We aso 








received lovely gifts at the wedding dance, as 
‘well as good wishes and a decorated wedding 
ake. We relurned then, to spend the winter on 
fhe homestead. We were almost caught by the 
toain, crossing on the trestle at Seth, Alberta, 
fs the river Nad frozen over and the ferry had 
been Taken out walle we were south, but the od 
ord made it 

"The next spring, 1831, Haroles dad had a bad 
attack of rheumatism, and wrote asking U8 10 
Some back and help run the farm. The 
Sepression struck with full force That year, and 
{twas not until 194 that we again had a home of 
four own. The happiest event of those years was 
the birt of our ite son, Sammy, in April, 292, 
{nthe old Catholle Hospital at Rimbey. Dr. Sam 
Byers vas so proud that his mame was the same 
{8 hls own that he eartied the baby around On Bis 
Founds. Bright spots, also, were the house par. 
Hes held inthe neighborhood, sith the Tm Sem 
brook home belng the most frequen’ gathering 
place, The Kurzmans, Forsell, and Taomases 
Fad their turns, too!” ‘The families would get 
together to pla whist, sing, play instruments 
land dance, and forget, for a wale, that pile of 
dirty eas to wash and sell fora alckel a dozen! 
‘The warmth and the sharing helped 40 much. 

‘we paid $25 down on a CPR quarter of land 


three alles east of Leedale, n the fall of 185, 
land moved into out new log home in July, 1854 
Harold stl elped fis dad vith the farm work 
fand ran the threshing machine every year for 
Several years after that. Our first daughter, 
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Judy, was born tn April, 196. With the river In 
‘ood no doctor could get throug, so she wes & 
eal “log cabin baby" neighbor wornan, Mary 
Tamburius, assisted in looking afters. 

Ronald was born Inthe Rlmbey hospital in 
November of 1967, and Lita was born in the 
eke hospital {a June, 19. We had to walt 
Until John Huseby" haa tis append removed 
before Dr. Coppock could see fo her. Genevieve, 
four youngest daughter, bora afew minutes 
Before midnight, October 28, 2949, brought Dr. 
(George Boorman from his warm bed. 

Harold, meantime, had discontinued active 
farming, leaving that to the children and Yas be 
began ‘working on the County of Ponoka’ Road 
Buliding Crew In 199 he Became foreman of ls 
tres, and ‘worked. at that Job ual 1982. We 
‘moved tothe Joe Burchnall place in 186, selling 
fur CPR quarter fo Waller and Mary Hayward, 
Sterne had returned from overseas. Wellved on 
‘our farm, three miles West and a mlle south of 
HUmbey ‘until moving’ to Red Deer in 162 
Harold; agaln changing careers, worked as a 
‘male attendant at Deernome Insite until his 
Fetlrement in 1973. Inte following year we sold 
‘our home east of Red Deer and bought a lovely 
Sere and a mobile home near Shusvap Lake, at 
Scotch Creek, B.C 

‘Out son Sam and nis wife, Joan, are psy 
chiatric murses atthe general” hospital, In 
Calgary. "Their eldest daughter, Karen, Is 
married to D-D. Ferguson while Carol stil lives 
Bt home and attends high school, Judy (MES. J. 
4. Vandenbrink), is manager of the Kamloops 
Zoo and Wildlife Pare Her husbandisa securty 
fuard a the Provincal Jal, Roni travelling it 
Eastern Canada, Judy's three chiloren, Das, 
‘Tom and Debby’ are grown, and out on thle ows 
now, Lita and her husband, Don Ostapovien, an 
tleeiritan, ive eight miles fom Chase. ‘They 
have two sons, Allen and Harald, both at home. 

‘Genevieve and her husband, Dan Bratton, 
have just completed universiiy, have Welt 
feaching credentials, and ope to come west 
Soon, fo make thelr dreams come true, a5 We 
Rave, “Somewnere in the West 








‘THE VISGER FAMILY — SW 1423.W5 — 
Written by Mrs. L- Visger| 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Visger frst settled tn the 
Leedaie district, Working an the Pete Mulback 
{farm inthe spring of 1902 Lyle Visger was born 
In Baldwinsvile, New York State, and had come 
to Canada as a young man, working in the 
Lacombe. area, Iwas there that he met and 
‘married Zerola Wagner, whose parents, Mfrs 
fand Mrs, James Wagner had eome from Nova 
Scotia to Alberta tn 1810, with three children: 
James, ‘now of Kelowna, B.C., Zerola, and 
‘Zerella, now Mrs, Jack Thompson of Lacombe — 
{fo homestead in the Willesden Green disrlet. 

‘After Mr. and Mrs, Visger’s marriage in 8i7, 
they worked inthe Calgary and Rosebud ares 
then planned to homestead in the Willesden 
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Green district. There they bult a og eabln, but 
that spring. of 1922, they" with thelr small 
daughter, Alberta, moved to the tarm of Pete 
‘Mulback of Leedsic, where they remained for 
to years. Their isi son, Robert, was born soon 
after moving to the Leedale distriet. Then they 
tented several farme: the Rostad place, the 
Cumberland place, the Coverdale place (four 
inlles south-west of Rimbey) and back to the 
Teedaie area on the. Aldridge place for five 
Years. During these years five more children 
‘were born: Elva, Nora, Dale, Joan and Bonnie. 

“The Visgers decded It was time to bave a 
farm’ of thelr own ‘and bought the Harold 
Chinneek place (SE 1842-3.W5). Henry Velleux 
helped clear the land and Minx Brothers ald the 
breaking. The ald og Rouse nad long been Vacant 
ice i a pace of shade ana refuge from the 

es or the Fange horses. AS a very temporary 
house, until they had time to bulldy the 66 log 
house was repaired, replacing some ofthe logs, 
{and making a new floor, windows, ete. and the 
House was ready for the famly to move in. With 
any renovations and additions through the 
Years, ie old house made a. good “home” for 
Another 28 years, when the Visgers sold the farm 
And retired in Bentiey village in 1982 

Like so many familles during the depression, 
when prices for produce were almost aly he 
Visgers had tobe Fesourceful to feed and clothe & 
‘growing family, They found it a challenge to in 
‘ent recipes whleh would produce geod meals 
om what could be grown, leaving the cream 
Cheque for such things as shoes, coal oll, sugar, 
‘matches, Hour and sal. Flour sacks were used (3 
make sheets, pllow sips, dist-owels and many 
garments, 

Tyle had a meat route and every week he 
‘would utener a veal or bec i the evening and 
Selivert the ext day. Mrs. Visger setup alarge 
‘vats and presses to make cheese whieh was sold 
‘onthe route, There wasn't much money In Dut 
fn extra doiar or two helped a lot in those hard 
times. In winter, Lyle and Rabert took a four 











horse team and drove west to make dry 
famarack fenceposts, whieh fook three day3, 
then several more days sometimes to deliver 
them as far away as Steller. Lyle served a5 
Weed inspector, and travelled a stallion for Todd 
Hopper and also worked for 0. B. Moore. 
‘Most eldrea rode horseback upto four miles 
to the Leedale School, except the younger ones 
Who ‘went to the Midland Senoot when It Was 
Opened in 1940. The horses must have ‘ap- 
Breclated the new Midland school as much as 
‘Hecdale schoo! had an enrollment of as high 
as 50 atone time, We remember Mise Eritsland 
‘hers 'VonTettenborn) doing super job of 
teaching th three R's and still managing to read 
{othe caldzen, teach them To love and memarize 
poetry, and put on mast excellent Christmas 
Concerts in the Leedale Hall, which took weeks 
of rehearsing. Her concerts’ were attended Dy 
Deople from many other districts aswell as from 
Eeodale. ‘She cheerfully stayed. after regula 
School hours to help Grade 8 and 10 and dign't 
$e any other dates because she na co much 
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1m 1997, Leedale took a big step forward when 
Leedale High school was opened in the old 
eedale Store, which had been run By Me. and 
Mes. Hugh Litdsay. It was formerly the Bil Lee 
Store and before tat, called Wittenburg Post Of 
fice and Store. The teacher had an apartment in 
the back of the bllding, Several threshing bunk 
houses were moved into Leedale, behind 
Tarrabala's store and used for bachelor 
partments by a number of gris, some of them 
‘Were: the Jackman giris (Myre and Jeanle), 
Ruth Belt, Elsie Johnson, Alberta and Elva 
Visger, Fioy and. Beatrice Brown, Mlldred 
Walker and Ferm Cermicheal, 

‘Elva, Nore, Dale, Joan and Boanle recelved 
most oftheir High Schooling at Canadian Union 
College at Lacombe, Among Mrs. Visger's prof 
fete fo help the young folks to finance their 
follege expenses was ralsing turkeys, whlch 
oosted in the trees at night. Mrs. Visger took 









some visitors out inthe evening, and shining a 
fashion the turkeys high tn the branches, 
Sald"Who sata, Money doesn’t grow on trees'?” 

in the early days frost was more prevatent 
and it was hard te grow grain that could be eut 
before frost, Late frosts inthe spring sometimes 
fet down potatoes and corn in June and often In 
{he end of August frost would finish the growth of 
potatoes before they finished groveing. 1851, on 
Riay 2s at the time of Joan's marriage to Calvin 
Ferguson, the snow waa so deep that a tractor 
‘as needed to pull cars whieh ad gotten stuck 
on thelr way'to. the weeding In the Free 
Methodist Church near the Leedale school 

In the years that the Viager children were 
teonagers, they aid ‘ot lack entertainment, 
flthough there was no car, no gravelled roads, no 
‘Tv, or telephone, They made thelr own fun, 
faving the nélghbors In and playing games and 
frieks, In the winter they often had sleighriding 
parties with the Spreckers, Moores, Haywards 
find Simmons. Even when twas 40. degrees 
Delow Fahrenhelt, they did not seem to know It 
tas cold 





‘Mesa Me ye We en 8. 


In Mareh of 1962 Robert suddenly’ passed 
away and hat spring Mr. and Mrs, Viager had an 
fiction sale and sold the farm to Me. Floris 
{Eooy, and moved to Bentley. Mr. Visger dled in 
ie 

Tn 173, Mrs. Visger moved to British Colum. 
bia where ake lives na traller by the tome other 
Gaughter Alberta and her husband Floyd Smith 
hear Armstrong. They have one son and five 
‘daughters. Als living nearby are daughter Elva 
Sind her husband Joka Rice who have two bays 
Sind two girls plus three foster enlldren, and her 
‘daughter Joan and her husband Calvin Ferguson, 
‘whorhave three boys, Dale, with his wife and 0 
Sons spent a four year term teaching at Ban. 
galore, Tada, At present cin 1977) he is study 
{ng tor his doctorate In Vocatlonal Education 
at Oregon State University and will be teaching 








at Walla Walla College in Washington. Nora 
Ruarvied Harvey Simmons and they have since 
lived in Vulean, Alberta with thelr four 
daughters. ‘Bonle 1s married to. Vernon 
‘Trlebwasser and they live in Calgary with thelr 
three tons and one daughter 


WEITZ, ADAM AND MARY—by Ray Weltz 

Mf, and Mrs, Adam Weitz traded thelr home 
Jn Calgary for one half seetion of land ‘then In 
the Potter Creek District now inthe Midland a. 
‘tie in the winter of 182 1833, They moved thelr 
family of six enlldren Florence, Mary, Ray 
‘ond, and Jacob (twins), Lorralne and Barbara 
{April of 2983 Tvan waa born In 1355 

‘The rurnture was moved in April and a week 
later Wwe bought eight head st milk ‘cows. The 
tuck got as far as Forshee and got stuck so we 
Unloaded the cows and started forthe farm, The 
ext morning it was stil raining. The road from 
Forshee to Himbey had no gravel so we arrived 
home ate that ight, wet, tired, and nungry. Tas 
was ‘eaulful country,'trees of many kinds, 
‘mail bushes an beauitul flowers ofall kinds 
{to pollution). No road, Just a traf for the last 
three miles 

‘Jacob, Raymond, Lorraine and Barbara 
started school in Potier Creek school. cod it 
Grade five, Raymond in Grade 8, Lorraine In 
‘Grade 1nd Barbara in Grade Raymond wrote 
bs Grade 8Departmental exams four subjects in 
Eeedale school, 10 mlles round trip on horse 
Dack, until Miss Margarel Lambertus got the 
‘emataing four subjects from the Department of 
Eaueaton 

‘We made many friends tn the neighborhood 
‘and otter shoal districts which were sparsey 
Settied, We started to clear land by hand because 
‘We had no money for brush cuting. Tt was really 
hhard works ‘That first summer the only rectea 
Hon we had was to play soft ball and get ac. 
quainted with the nelghbortood which. was 
Sparsely settled. Then later on inthe summer we 
ol acquainted with other districts and organtzed 
fhe fist softball team whieh was called the 
‘Potter Creek Blue Devils unt the outbreak of 
World War Il We had many entertaining Sunday 
ball games, tournaments and get togetners with 
Midisnd, Botter Creek and’ Buller school ‘dis 
tnets 

Ta the spring of 1934 Sander Thompson, the 
Shaw ‘amily, the MeDonald family, the Sam 
Wilson family, the Joe Lester family and the 
Melvin Simmons family" along with the old 
timers got togetner with ‘Councilor and, the 
Government and got the O.K. to bulld a school 
Where they got the name of Midland distelt to 
no! know. Someone aPho helped bull the schoo! 
for the counellor would know. We were then 
ffansferred to the Midland district. Lorraine, 
Barbora, and. Ivan attended school there and 
Femember Ruth Stevens, Mir. Demanchuk and 
Irs, Benson who were teachers, 

‘The winters were long and very cold. We eut 
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‘many cords of wood forthe stove and heater to 
Keep us warm during the winter As far as Tcan 
Femember there were afew blizzards that 
Blocked the roads fora few days, you were In 
food withthe Counellr he saw that your rosds 
‘Were plowed out. Many times while hauling hay. 
‘oF staw for Iced the sleigh would upset a couple 
St times which made it's long hard day. 
remember one spring after alot of snow the 
winter before, the Blindman River overflowed 
Its banks, Tstarted for town on foot, got a ride, 
from Henry (Prenehy) elle, When sre got to 
the foot of the Darby nill on the eastside, the 
‘water was abou two feet high and we hesitated 
{or awhile whether to continue or Turn beck, 
Henry sald the old team was pretty velable $0 
‘we continued, Evervtning went OK. tl we 
Founded the bend, The water there was up tothe 
horses belies and we couldnt turn around so We 
went on. The current got swifter the closer we 
fot to the bridge. "The horses started fo go with 
the stream and finaly the horse on the right 
Slipped down the embankment and took the 
Gemocrat with him, {had no eholce but To Jump. 
‘When Tait bottom ite water was up to my’ neck 
and scrambled for my life and finally made it 
‘baek to the road bea, Fhe water was above my 
waist, Lucklly the horses aida pante. We got 
them’ Unhitched, turned around” and headed 
homeward, When we got to the Beatty corner T 
fo! off and walked four miles north tothe water 
fan then two miles east and tour miles south 0 
{own. I finally ended up in town about suppet 
lime soaking wet. "Tt was quile an experience.” 

"There were several Christain famiies which 
helped the Community stay togetter. 

T Ray) was marzied In Mareh 1585 to Fern 
lght of Wilisden Green school district, Welett 
the Adland school district in 1945 for Calgary 
dana have been back several limes since. [stl 
fer to Rimmbey as my home Town 











‘THE WILLIAMS FAMILIES — by Joan 

Willams Freeman 

Richard — SW 2042-9-W5 1908 

Bertram — NW 16442-3.5 1908 

Witham — NW 2142-3-W5 1508 

‘Ernest Proster — SE 2042-2 W5 1911 

‘Tom Cooke ~ NE 2042-295 1911 

George (Harry) Williams ~ SW 16-423.5 1916 
Tn ihe eaily190's three sons of ‘George 

Wallams of Bristol, Bngland (the same place as 

John Cabet had sailed from) sailed to Canada 

land worked in Manitoba for a year and then 

fame to Rimbey area in 198. 


“he Og Was Fay in Hey ls. ee 6 it 
si Rm i, ti ya 
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These sons were Wiliam, Bertram, and 
chard, better known a8 Billy, Bert and Dick, 
They were followed in 1911 bY a cousin, Ernest 
rossor and his wife Cashle; Ernest's cousin, 
Tom, Gooke with is family, Ada Browne family 
and'Tom Cooke's son William and wite and the 
younger son, Charl. 

“Al ot these except Harold Browne settled in 
what was then known as the Potter Creek area 
Und later a part became the Midland ares 

A sister, Winkfrea Willams, also came out to 
housekeep ‘for the brothers and later marriee 
Leonard Taylor. Die Willams, Ernest Prosser 
snd Tom Cooke took up land’ on one section, 
Dick's was the SW 20-42-85, Ernest Prosser the 
SE of 20 and Tom Cooke the NE of 20, Bert and 
lly tved on the NW 21-423: with thei lster 
The place then decame known a8 the Taylor 
place: Bort Willams finaly setled on the NW Ie 
Bis 

Mrs. Prosser had taught school in Bristol, 
England, and believed in discipline, Two young 
boys untied her horse one day and chased It down 
the road, wile she was atranging for an enter 
tatnment at tte Potter Creek school. She lost no 
lime finding a switch and taking them over her 
nce, warmed them soundly. 









































Mrs. Prossor was chosen one of the teachers 
fo attend the Coronation of King Edward Vi and 
Queen Alexandria, which was qute an honor 

T1815 Blly and Dick Williams and Leonard 
‘Taylor all joined the army. Due to a seriou i 
ness suffered In the Boet War In 1599 George 

Harry) was not allowed to Join Tils Majesty's 

forces so he alsa eame fo Canada in 116 and took 

‘Feanels Marshalls homestead on SW 1042. 

Hs wife and four children came in 
September 1919 

Blly marvied the widow of Nick Nicholson, 
‘Malbel Violet, who had three children. The eldest 
Of Mabel Viciet's marvied Billy's brother, Bert 
{abgella married Hugh Maclean of Rimbey, and 
Jack moved fe British Columbia soon after Billy 
had one son, Douglas, of Rimbey who had no 
ellen, 

‘Diet dia not return to Rimbey but went to Vik 
Ing and marriea Winntred Brown, There were 
three soas, Keith, George, and Bernard and tio 
daughters Dorthy and Jue, all but Kelth ving 
in Alberta, 

‘Bert aid Mabel had four children, Erie of 


Nanaimo with three children; Daphne. in 
ariland, Oregon with two children; Muriel of 
Powell River with two children and Ethel of 
Nanaimo with four children. Bert moved {0 
Nanaimo several years ago and passed away in 
1966, His daughters, Daphne, and Muriel 
Attended the Midland sekoo! 


Winnited (Willams) Taylor had two girls 
‘and'a boy. The youngest daughter, audrey, was 
ihe fest waite baby To be bora al Rocky 3ioun- 
tal House, Alberta 

‘She married Sander Thompson of the Midland 
‘aisiiet and lived on the NE Tr42.31W5 for same 
‘years before moving to Creston, B.C 


GEORGE HENRY EDWARD (HARRY) AND 
SIAREL WILLIAMS — SW 1642-35 

Harry Williams was 2 veteran of the 1889 
‘Boer War and because ota tropial fever he con 
‘acted during this war he was unable fo Joln ls 
‘Majesty's forces in the fest World War. 

"Tange of his brothers ad gone to Canada car. 
ly in the 1907 and in 1916 he followed them. 

be took aver the Francis Marshall homestead 
‘on SW 16-423.05 which Joined his brothers land, 

He freghted goods from Lacombe to Rimbey 
in 19184019 ‘wlth his team Prince and Bess 
Bought from Mel Sheppard of Fimbey. 

in September 1819 he was joined by his wife 
Mabel and four children, Barbara, Joan, Norton 
fand Helen, They farmed there until Harr aledin 
898, The farm was then taken over by his son 
Norton till he Joined the army in 193 in World 
War it, He returned In 195, bought another 
‘Quarter and continued farming until he passed 
Sway in February’ 1978. The family farm and 
























































forton's are now owned by a nephew Terence 
Freeman, 

Harry Willams’ daughter, Barbara necame 
Mrs, Gus Nelson of Edgerton. She taught at the 
Fuller sehool a short time. Also at Rleinus before 
‘lng to Walnteright. She has four children and 
nine grandchildren 

Soa taught at the Iola schoo! for four years 
and married one of the pioneers of that area, 
Samuel Freeman. They have seven enlldrea and 
48 grandchildren, one of whicn is deceased 

Fielen married a fox farmer from Prince 
Edward Island. They moved to British Columbia 
dnd are now in Crescent Beach, B.C. There sre 
three ehildzen and seven grandenliren, 

“Joan's husband, Sam, dled in 1983 aad Joan 
lives on the farm with her unmarried son Pili. 

‘Ot the ethers, Ralph is in Texas, Patricia ai 
Witheroe, "Terence at High Level, (Mayor), 
Gladys & Doctor in Peace River, Beatrice 
married a surveyor in B.C., Sendra is In 
Calgary, her husbands noW ai eleetriclan and 
speat many years inthe army 

Deaths: Harold Browne, 1828; Tom Cooke 
(tatner-inlaw of Harold), 1828; Mrs, Bly 
Willams’ "(Mabel Violet), "1944; Mr. George 
(Harry) Willams, 1885; tr. Ernest Prosser and 
Mrs. Prosser, i946; Mrs, Harry. (Mabel) 
Wiliams, 1950; Bily Willams and twin sister 
ian, 1965, Winaltred (Willams) ‘Taylor, 158 
Sam Freeman (Rusband of Joan Wallams), 193 
Norton Williams, Ise; Mrs. Bert (Mabel Grace) 
Willams, 1971 





GEORGE HENRY NORTON WILLIAMS — NW 
Suess. 

(George Henry Norton Willams was born in 
Bristol, England and came to Canada In 





‘September 1919 with his mother Mabel Willams, 
and sisters, Barbara, Joan and Helen, His father 
George (Harry) Williams had come over in 1816, 
‘when he setted on the SW 1642-38 where they 
‘esided unt 396 when his father passed sora” 

‘Norton then took over the farm unt 18 
‘when he jolned the army in the World War TL. 

“re served all tarough the Mallan carnpalgh 
is Job was to service the tanks and bring them 
to the fromt lines and of course was a-prime 
target forthe enemy. He also served in Belgium, 
Holland and France until the end of the war. 

He had seven medals for different cam 
palgis. He returned tothe home farm in 885 and 
Bought the Mike Scoke farm formerly owned by 
Bert Horne which was the NW 42:5 with 060 
‘Years n between, Working on gas lines in central 
diber 

Norton dled in February 1976 due toa fire that 
destroyed the log home. The medals that he sO 
‘bravely eared were also destroyed in the tre 
nd though retrieved were unidentilabl 

"The farm and the fall farm are now owned 
hy 4 nephew, Terence Freeman of High Level 








WILSON, SAM AND SOPHTE 

‘Sam Wilson was born in Fosston, Minnesota, 
September 5, 18D He married the former Sophie 
Krogstad. They moved to Canada in 1916 a 
homesteaded at Frontier, Saskatchewan 

"Then tn 1988, when #9 many from the dust 
bows in Saskatchewan came fo this area Sam, 
Sophie and son, Stanford made the move in a 1886 
‘Model T track: Taey also had @ car 

"They bought the NE'542.3 5 but stayed with 
Sophie's brother and wife’ (Henry and ‘Tlie 
ixrogstaa) for three weeks unll they get settled 

Sfanford attended the Midland School thai 
opened in 1840, 

‘Sam farmed until 3968 and then he and Sophie 
retired to Rimbey. Stanford then took over the 
farm, 

‘They celebrated thelr 48th anniversary) in 
‘overnber 1908. Sam passed away n July 1969 at 
he age of TT years, 














‘Sf it prt Spies Sa Won Oat 8 


Stanford martied the former Kathleen Spetz 
of Wetaskvin. She had een employed at the 
Senior Citizens Lodge there for 18 years. They 
lived onthe farm unt 175, when they hada sale 
land moved f0 Erickson 5.C., taking Sophie with 
therm 

“Stanford and Kathleen were blessed with a 
son, Marin Stanford, in 1978 

they stl own the farm but have it rented out. 


MIDLAND’S SANDS OF TIME 

‘Since the turn of the 1M century many 
ploneers nave come and gone, The sands of ime 
fas aow covered or changed the mark they made 
fn this anen and this is alled progress. 

With much dificult we have searched to 
recover this history. of many of our early 
ploncers, Others are still with us fo relate tel 
fm ietevesting story which at best, was a hard 
Ite t took the true pioneers with strong hearts, 
{he courage and determination to surge on and 
txist in an unkown land. ‘There were. many 
firaw backs but the settlers worked fogether f0 
Schleve the. mere necesstles end carry of 
Gespite storms and erop failures, disease and 
‘death In times of trouble the stirs were con 
fered for one another andthe warmth of true 
{Siendstip was evident at all times. 

“ith the passing ot time there are some of 
tose early setters that we ean no longer resala 
‘contac. Although we have no history o informa 
tion available they undoubty deserve honorable 
mention, 

‘Ot those who came cary to this area and not 
previously mentioned in Township #2 Fange 4 
West of te Sth were J. W. Perguson wholled on 
the SE of12on Mareh@, 1006 and H. Mason on the 
northeast quarter, no date or history found. Wn. 
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Murby who lived on the SE 24 around 1812, 
Bodieoat on the NE 24 about the same tlme 
‘ames Brown on the SE 25, no further Informa: 
tion and A. Vanigan who lived on the SE of 1 in 
the 1980's, Mr- and Mfrs. T, Upton also lived on 
the land fora few years, They had a daughter 
Aileen who attended Leedale High School in 838, 
‘They nad a sale ana fet shordy after 

“Tuen in Range 3 West ot, whichis the bigger 
portion of the dist: Davia Finch led on the 
Swot 6 on dune 1 290 ana Richard Wilson ied 
fn the NW quarter in the same secton on August 
Ff ak. P-ts ight also lived on this land but 
‘dates or history was found 

‘During the 1830's Mr" and Mrs. Art Dupras 
and family lived there. ‘They had a famlly of 
{three elldren, Mfrs. Dupras now lives in Brant 
fora, Ontario bat Art passed away some years 
back 

‘Angus MeDonald another old timer farmed 
tne E of 1 with a Frank Peters about 1815. Fran 
tls Marshall homesteade the SW 16 but It Was 
taken over by Harry Willams in 1916 

‘A'man by the name of Phipps lived on the NWW 
‘of Sand Bert Home had the SW quarter. Thea C. 
Muzphy owned the SW and SE of 8. C. Harris 
lived on the NE of & 

“Arthur and Norris Willets homesteaded the E 
4 of din 1907 and IIB, hele histories will 
appear inthe Leedale section; as well as Harold 
‘Thomas who llved an the SE of. Percy Thomas 
Who lived onthe NW of and fle istry Wil be 
inthe Andrew's history. 

"Then there are afew who spent some time In 
the district that we received no histories from 
but they did own land here and contributed tothe 
history: Steven Kemp lived on the SE of 30 for 
Several years: He was a bachelor but took aot of 
bride it is litle shack. The board Hoors were 
Serubbed clean and white and the wood cook 
ove was polished until your reflection eould be 
Seen init Mr. Kemp was a very ambitious, Nard 
‘working man. During. the ‘winter months be 
‘would au! the big straw piles, llea hgh by the 
‘ld threshing machine, out to te tela with is 
team and stone boat there he spread it back on 
the land. Next fll fhe crop was evidence that his 
‘work tas not in vain. On his retirement te land 
Was sold to Art and Phyllis Green who came 
from Calgary and bought the adjoining quarter 
fo the west, They have theee boys: Wayne and 
bis wife Gal live n Rmbey, Lawrence ana his 
trite Gloria have a wee son and lve In Calgary 
{and Marks sil at home. They are now living Ia 
Rimbes 

Then across the road Art and Flleen (nee 
Sorenson) Ellertson lived on the NE of 19 They 
had two girs and twa boyss Mirna, Dale, Grant 
find Linda. ‘They later moved their house into 
Rmberr Tne familys now all married. Ralph 
and Lily Rolfsen and family also lived there and 

he place is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Brown and family of Calgary 
‘Sylvanus aad Ethel Kieth and familly; two 














‘sons dim and Rod, and a daughter Jerry lived on 
fhe NW al for awhile but moved Into Rimbey 
Where Sj was a partner in a garage and Ethel 
{did hairdressing. ‘They now five in Fort 
Menurray. George and Isabel, Paterson now 
wn this Land, also another half section. ‘They 
have three sons, Ietbel works a8 matron at the 
Rimbey Generai Hospital. 

‘Chari Brown owned the F of 20 and NW of 
121, He comes trom Joly old Eagland and is an 
fascet to the teaching statl at the Rimmbey Junior 
inigh Sehool He sold the SE of20to Dale and Lin- 
a Hatala who also owns the SW 21 formerly 
owned by uM. MeLeed. ‘They ave three 
children; ‘Tesey, Shawn and Tammy and live 
three ales west of Fimbey 

‘Mr and rs, Bordenik once lived on the SE of 
‘2m, "Theit house burned down there and. they 
moved into the Fred Shave house undl spring and 
then they left the alstict. 

‘ir. and Mrs. Willard Kish and BUM and 
Lonvaine Glesbrecnt and family lived on the NE 
46, This-quarter Is now owned by Herman and 
Alice Odenbach, They have a son Ron and’ 
‘Gaughter Marlaine who are both married 

‘Mz. and Mrs. Sander Thompson once lived on 
tne NEI. They sold 1 to afr and Mrs. Jim 
Cowell and: moved to Bes Columbia: The 
rowells then sold J. J. Purdy and now live it 

‘Guy Graham, an american, bought the NE 18 
trom Franke Lave, but after & year of farming 
fold out and went back fo the states, W. Stevens 
Sought the land and then sold t to Sam Sprecker, 
then Me and Mrs. Ar Deacon and family bought 
It'When they moved away Robert Visger 
Durchased It'andthe present owner is Floris 
Boos" 

“The Lazaart family lved on the NE of 8 for a 
shor! time. They returned to Bowden where they 

Bill and Marlis Maries lives on the NW of 6 
‘They came here from British Columbia. There 














{amily Is all married. They have a son Les and 
fee daughters Peggy and Linda. 

‘Lawrence and Ivy Simmons own the W of 5 
‘They have a family of seven children: Gal 
Dwayne, Dariene and Rick are avay'from home 
‘Tecry, Margaret and Tarumy are stl at home, 

‘Bud and oat Northup and two children Terry 
‘and Tonva have an aereage on the SW of6. They 
‘came here from the States about five years ago 

‘rand Mrs, Menin Becker and family ive 
on the acreage on the NW 1, ‘The rest of The 
{quarter Is owned by Dolman Brothers 

‘Ms, and Mrs, Del Brown and family bought 
the Wig of 2 in Range 4and the SW Tin Range 3. 
‘They lve in the U.S.A, bul come up to the farm 
in the summer 

‘Bob and Vivan Kilpatrick and the three 
cnlldren lived on the east 80 acres of SE6, They 
now lve in Rocky” Mountain House, 

“There are qulte afew who owned land, or now. 
‘own land in the area but do not reside here. OF 
there are Seott Willets, W. I. Clevenger, K. M. 
Vig, Erie Masuch, Gordon’ Ferguson, RF 
‘Klassen, Don Sinlth, ‘Terence Freeman, John 
CGrottering, John and Frank ‘Tkaiek, J.C. May 
Burns Kilpatrick, Clarence Anderson and Dale 
Hata, 

‘We have a few neweomers, namely: Mr. and 
‘irs. Tom Wells on SE 6M. and Airs. Brian Jor 
an and wee daughter live on the NE of 5, Mr 
{and Mrs, Ray Jonnsoa and family and Mr. and 
‘Mrs, W. Hough and family each have 80 acres on 
the NE 6 

‘sincerely hope that none have been forgotten 
‘but hope youll bear with met such isthe ease 
Each one has played a part inthe history of the 
district and as the next century approaches and 
the sand glass empties, many of us will also 
‘become history and ine generations to follow wil 
cary the knowledge forward Inte The unknown 
4 dld'our ploncers 

‘This Boak wl hold the records and evidence 
that we aid Indeed, lve during this century 
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MATT ANDERSON — by Sylvia Thorkman 

‘Matt Anderton was born in Harma, Finland 
Matt was a bachelor who lived in shanty on the 
Teukurnta farm. He had a peg leg (losing Ms leg 
fm a mining aceldent) but this didn’t hold him 
back for he made his ving Fepalring shoes and 
making harness. 

He passed away’In the Bentley hosptal and is 
buried in the Bentley cemetery 


ANGLE, CHARLES AND MARY — by Agnes 
Bardenliagen 

‘Charles and Mary Angle and family came 
trom Butte, Montana in Is10, Their homestead 


twas northeast of Eekville and is now the Palla 
Farm. Mr. Angle had come ahead of his family 





to clear some land and butld a home, He built @ 
large log ean, one room, whieh would house the 
family of seven, Mary Angle came up by trai 
the summer with her tree children, Henry 
Helen and Esther Johnson, from her marviage 0 
Matt Johnson, Her two eldest daughters, Ida and 
[ivdla, remained in Butte, Ida was married to 
John Fordyce and Lydia later married his 
iother, and lived in Deer Lodge, Montana. Mrs, 
Angle also brought with ner two stepehidren, 
Annie and Henry Angle. Mr. Angle's other son 
‘ack bad dled from dphiteria at an ear age in 
Bite 

“Times were very hard and Esther recalls that 
‘he family had only one horse and one ox, whieh 
they hitched together a8'a team to othe farm 
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work. Esther attended the Saima School but 
Helen, having had some Schooling In Butte, had 
fo help at home and also go out to work for 
elghbors. 

Charles Angle died in 1919, Mary remained on 
the homestead ‘with Henry” and Esther for’ 
‘while, Helen married Ole Bardenhagen in 1919 
land they started farming in the Gilby district. 
‘The Angle farm was sold fo the Wells fanny and 
later lo Louls Psida. Mary Angle then made her 
‘Rome with Helen and Ole on thelr farm a ily. 
Henry and Ane Angle left Kexville and lived 0 
Saskatchewan, 

Henry Johnson married Leah Wells and they 
travelled a good deal, They lived In Calgary’ and 
In'Vulean, Alberta. They also lived for several 
Years in Fairbanks, Alaska, and nally settled in 
Missoula, Montana where they ate now retired, 

Esther Johnson worked as a telephone 
operator in Drumheller where she met an mat 
led Sid Paston. They moved back to Eekvile 
and Sid operated a garage whichis now known as 
Eckville Motors. ‘Their marriage ended in 
fivorce and Esther then Took charge of the 
Eckville telephone office, which she managed 
for ten years” Her mother lived with her during 
this time. In January, 1846, Esther married Bll 
Oliver and moved tod farm at Warner, Alberta, 
where they farmed until thelr retirement i 908 
‘They then lived for one year in Vitoria, B.C. and 
then moved back to Red Deer. Me, Ollver dled it 
41874 and Esther now lives in the Eekville Manor 
House after Esther's second marriage Mary 
‘Angle lived with Ole and Helen Bardenhagen 
{it ker death tn 1851, 

da Fordyce passed away in Bute, Montana, 
Lydia Fordyce had one son, Emil, who pasted 
way In.a Veteran's Hospital in ielena, Mon. 
fana, Ldia hada stroke and Is presently in the 
eet Lodge Nursing Home, in Deer Lodge, Mon: 

Henry and Leah Johnson had one daughter, 
Roberta, and a grandson, Chad, Who resides in 
Taho. Roberta ls now Mis. Larry Nisle 

Helen and. Ole Bardenhagen farmed for 
several years in the Gilby dlstric, then moved 
{into Eoivile in 198) where Ole went into the 
Lvestock business and Helen ran a boarding 
house. Ole passed away in 109 and Helen in 198 

‘Ole and Helen nad one son, Jack, who still 
resides in Eekville, He married Agnes Sveinson 
{nts Agnes nad come fo nurse atthe Ekle 
Hospital in 188. She resumed her nursing career 
after having her family, and Is presently Direc 
{or of Nutsing af the Bekvile Hosptal. Thelr 
{ree children were Bil, who (stl living at 
home: Beverly, who resides tn Yellowknife, 
NIWot. and Donala, who married Bevery Sith 
‘in i8i5, "They have # Son, Alan Donald, and they 
live In Bekvile 


‘THE ANTI (ANDREW) BELLIKKA FAMILY 
= 'By Mary Moos 
‘Ant Belliea, with ls wife, Saara, and 


children ramigrated to the U.S.A. from Hange, 
Finland on the vessel Pennsyivania, arriving it 
New York on the 18th of June, 190%. The family 
lived in the US.A. unt 1916 when they ex 
migrated from’ Minnesota. 10 Shaunaven, 
Saskatchewan. In 1918 they” moved 10 Svivan 
ake, Alberta, and moved to the Eekvilie istrict 
inh 

They lived north of Eckvile about three miles 
for several years ona rented farm owned bythe 
Hill sisters. Tey worked hard on the land, farm: 
Ing with horses. They raised hogs and chickens, 
and rallked cows and sola cream. Whoever has 
hatched chicks in an incubator knows what i's 
like foe a foster mother to a floek of chicks! 
Mary found out what a racket they made, You 
couldn't build a fence high enough to keep them 
sway trom under your feet when hey heard Your 

‘The years passed until the folks got 100 old 
and tired to work a farm. They bought a stall 
place about three miles east of Bekville. Mr 
Balika was'a Lutheran Minister and used {© 
travel with horse and buggy throughout the coun 
Tryside to hold. church services In the homes 
‘where the people came fo listen and head the 
‘word of God In the earller years As. Belikka 
Served as a midwife n the neighborhood. 

‘Mr Bellitka learned the trade of making 
shoes (shoe-pacs) and ses in the old country: He 
sewed together many a pair of shoe-paes forthe 
{family and others. The children wore shoe-pacs 
{ovschol in the wintertime and they were teased 
hy the other children as the pacs had tara on 
the toe. The foe curled up somewhat, but your 
{feet never troge in them, He made many a pair of 
Skis loo, and there are sil two pal of thera in 
‘Arihar's family 

During the hungry thirties, when they lived 
cast of Bekvile, the Falla an just ast helt 
place. tas a common sight 1 see the so-called 
Fotos riding onthe top of box ears They rode the 
‘als trom town f tow ooking for work. Many’ 
‘man ‘would jump ‘off the cat when the train 
Slowed down atthe erossing to goto the house to 
ask for something fo eat as they were hungry. 
{No Work, no food.) It wasn't eas). Mrs, Belek 





fedthem, Some asked o work or thelr meal, and 
Some just accepted the hand out and went on 
thelr way tothe next place. Yes, those were hard 
Imes, and yet the ehldren remember the good 
times. There was always food on the table. We 
emembor ie ‘blbeven cranberries. and 
Ssskatoons, and always enjoyed the pleking 
times. 

"The work was hard but the children had to 
work and Tearn fo help Mom and Dad as there 
tras no mone’ to hire help. These were hard 
times, and, all tn all, they were pretty good 
times. Children learned what ite as realy all 
about, "give and take", the good withthe bad Tt 
‘aught the ehllgren responsibility and fo make 
thebestof what one ha 

‘Mother Belliska passed away in 1950 and 
Father Belikea later was married to Mrs Hilda 
Helkkinen from Sylvan Lake, 2. Bellieka sold 
hist place and bought a house in Syivan Lake 
and moved there wth his second wife, Mr. and 
Mrs. Belliska are buried in the Eekville 

‘Yes, Years have passed and teft us with 
memories, some cherished, some sad, with all 
the trials and tribulations of growing Up 

‘Ant (Andrew) Bella was born i 187 in 
Ppola, Oulu, Fintand and dled in 154, 

Stata Boliikka was born in 1865 in Tyrnava 
Oulu, Finland. died tn 1850, Ten children were 
Dborn'to Ani and Ssara, but four of them dled 
When they were Very young, 

‘Waller Joseph Was born in 1888 in Tymava 
Oulu, Finland. He stayed and setted in Jersey 
City, New Jersey. USA. He married there and 
his éhilares are Walter Jr. and Viola. 

‘Milda Rta was born in i897 in Tyrnava Oulu, 
Finland, and died In'1963. She married Ou 
Koskinen in 1918 and had five elren, Helen 
and Arthur are deceased and the others are 
oreen, Raymond and Dorothy’ 

‘Ventia Sare was bora in 1903 in Tyrnava Oaly, 
loland and died tn 1076. She married Harold 
Dale In Fed Deer in 1924 taro also has passed 
away. Their enldren are fobyn (Deana) and 
Bayard. 

‘Arthur Johannes was born in New Ipswich, 














‘New Hampshire, US.A. in 1919 nd dled in 158, 
He married Viola Bytiynen in 1991 in Syivan 
Lake. ‘Their two children are’ Patricia and 
James, 


‘ab) Andrew Wayne was born in 199 tn Tyr 
aus Oulu, inland and dled in 1975. He married 
‘Vik Philips in Vancouver in 1843, They had no 
oiler, 

‘Mary Anna was born in 907 in Jersey City, 
New Jersey, USA. She married Fred. Moos 
(now ‘deeeased) in’ 1990, "Their ehldren are 
Donald, Leonard and Jennine. Mary now lives 
the Sylvan Mange at Sylvan Lake. 


‘The Grandehildres 
‘Walter's endren — Viola Bellikka Sehier na 
‘one pitt and ane boy 


Hilda Koskinen’s children — Helen and Bilt 
Lindsey, Meaford, Ontario, no chllaren, 

“Arthur (deceased) tn Sudbury, Ontario, had 
‘wo bos 

‘Loreen Gladys Larkin, Toronto, Ontario, ad 
two boys 

Ray Koskinen and Ellen (nee Ropstelt) have 
one girl and one boy, both adopted 

Dorothy and Hoy Fraser now live in U.S.A, 
and have nine children, all ving in Ontario, 

‘Ventla and Harold Dale have ane gt, Robyn 
(Donna) and Ken Thupsten who have one boy 

‘Bayard and wife, Ana, ave no ehildren 
although Ana has a daughier froma previous 
marriage 

{Bab} Andrew and Vieki had no children, 

Mary's san, Donald, and his wite, Evelyn, 
have lo gins and one boy” 

Mazy'e son Leonard and wife Freda, have 
four children from Preda’s fist marriage 

Mary's daughter, Jeanine, (Armstrong) 
Johanson has three’ girls and a boy — Debi, 
Dannel and Daileen Armstrong and Brett 
Johannsen, 





BERNARD BROTHERS — JIM, ERNIE AND 
‘TOM — by Sylvia Thorkman 

The Bernard Bros. were born and ralsed in 
Nova Scotia. Jim, Erle and Tom all purchased 
CPR. land cast of Ekle In 20h, 

Jim purehased the NE. 250.35 which he 
farmed for 4 number of years. An honest Kind 
fand true nelghboriy spitted young many Jim 
‘was a very able cook naving’ cooked on ships 
Defore coming west, 

‘Jim married a district gir by the name of wy 
‘Badroft vy was born in Montana and came west 
with het parents in a covered wagon. After Jim 
land. Ivy's marrage, her parents: moved 10 
Roseberg, Oregon s6 the Bernards sold thelr 
farm fo the Harper's and followed her parents to 
Roseberg. The district felt a great lose when Jim 
and Ivy held thelr auction sale and bid farewell 
inte 

‘Tom Bernard purchased the NE 25:9-2-¥5, 
His interest In farming was more for spectla 
lion. He sola hs property tothe Harper family. 
‘Tom was a creamery manager and he and his 
family lived in Clareshoim for a number ears 

‘Emle Berard purchased the SW 2538.3 W5. 
He worked as a cheose mater at the cheese fae 
tory in old Heke for T, B, Mller. After the 
theese factory elosed, Ernie worked at sawrnills 
fnd later returnea to Nova Scotia, He sold his 
arm to the Thorkman Bros 





DOCKEN, H. FAMILY 

“The Décken family bought the NE 2-40.25. 
formally ownea by Ouberg, 

‘They sold the farm to Annala Family and 
moved to Breton, Alberta in the 1020's where 
there were homesteads avatlale; the boys being 
ld enough fo leon a homestead 





Mr. Docken led in the 1940's and Mrs. 
Dock died in 1376 in. an Edmosion nursing 
rome at the age of $5 Years. 


ECKROSS, VICTOR AND HILMA AND 
FAMILY 

Vietor and Hilma Kekross tmmigrated to 
‘Canada in 140 and Homesteadea NW 30-902-. 
‘There were three chilaren born In Canada — 
eonard in June, 1804; Annle In September, 1905 
land Jennie tn Sdaren, 190 {0 1911 2 diptherla 
fpidemie swept the area, Five-year old Harold 
{ind four-year. old Jeanle died. My brother 
George and T were spared. 

‘We were very poor in Canada and my father 
went ta work in fe coal mines at Rock Springs, 
Wyoming, U.S.A. during the winters, We lived a 
very simple ife and didn’t get around foo much 
In those days. 

My uncle, Rudolph Stopsen, took me to Sun 
day School, and {learned fo read and write Fin 
fish. My father saw no future for us on the 
Fomestead so we held an action sale In 1913 and 
Sold the few things we had. We then moved fo 
Berkshire, New York, USA 

‘iy brother George dled in a farm aceldent at 
the age of 14 years. Both my parents have now 
passed avfay, ss well a Annie and Leonard. Tam 
Presently living In New Port, Porida 











ERICKSON, ERIC AND PHYLLIS 

‘On June 2, G94? Erie Gordon Erickson 
married Phyllis Irene Palm. They have resided 
fn Gordon's famlly frm ever since. During the 
Sears they had seven daughlers who were born 
in Besile 

Irene Gall was born February 81948. On June 
4, ust she married Douglas Fan Wine. They 
Have two children, Gordon Douglas, born 
December 7, 1809 and Marcey Irene, born August 
2, 183, They live In Calgary where Douglas is 
‘mployed as a geologist and Gall as a teacher. 

Beborah Karen Was born May 19, 191. She 
married Pulip Rabert Gyarl on October 14,2972 
Deborah gave birth toa girl, Carley Ji, on 
Senuary 31974, Philip isa farrier Inthe Bentley 
Disteiet 

“Foanae Orlene was born April 28, 1852. She 
wad married to Kenneth Alfred Haarstad on 
pri 10, 197. ‘Tey have ‘wo boys, Philip Jan 
born May 28, 1971 and Toby Lane born May 3 
1, Joanne and boys lve in Edmonton, 

‘Norma Jean was born September 30, 3959 
Jean married @ Scottish lad, John George 
Robertson on. April 7, 1973. ‘They have one 
Gaughter, Daina Marie’ born Tuly 24,1973. John 
{sigeneral manager for NWT. Aleways. and 
‘Jean works in a local bank Ia Yellowknife, 
Nw. 

Donna Marfe Minne was born March 0, 3985, 
Gwen Christine was born December 241958. 
hey both live in Edmonton and are working In 
banks, 








Pamela Phyllis was born October £7, 1961 
‘She ls sil af home competing her education 


ERICKSON, FRED. 

Brick Colttrid "Fred" Eckson was born in 
Lanna, Sweden, September 2, 188, He Imm 
grated to the United. States when he was 18 
Sears of age, and made his home in Chicago for 
bout (wo wears, His sister, Banna, lived there, 
He later left Chicago to ener the lumbering In 
fustry. in and around Spokane, Washington, 
Where ne was emploved for several years. ls 
hext move was to British Calumbla where he 
‘Again worked in the lumber Industry, In the 
iAfrow Lakes area, 

Fred eame (0 Alberta in 1812 and took up a 
homestead in the Bkville area on NWt-740-2 
Wore bul og house on this land, and cleared 
ome land before returaing fo Britsh Columbia 
fovagain work In the lumbering. industry for 
other two Years, When he returned to Alberta 
fhe bought a quarter of land from the Eekros 
family, when was to become his home. This Was 
NW. 3032.05 

‘On'February 36,1915, he was married to Min. 
nie Solberg, the youngest daughter of Mr. and 








Mand. EG ra Eton mad Feta, 








Mrs, Erle Solberg, a. ploneer family of the 
Bentley district. "They were married by 


Reverend A. H. Jortaas, i the Vig Churen, west 
of Bentley, now known as Grace Lutheran 
Church, Of ths marslage four children were 
bom —iwodaughters, Hazel (Mrs, Peter Bobye) 
and Myrie (Str. Arthur Raabls); the boys were 
Gordon and Grant. i 





‘There were many years of hard work, The 
land ‘Was heavily wooded. and had to. B€ il 
cleared by hand before flelds could be made, 
Neighbors at this time were the Rudolf Stopsen 
family to the south (now the Vester Nem! 
Place); Ray Harper family to the Wert ater the 
Noha Sear nome): George Kidd family to the 
iorth and the J. Helkidnen. family to ne east, 
‘Among the otters of he close neighbors were the 
‘Thorkmans, ‘Malt Johnsons, Nemis, tudwig 
Stopsens, John Lundberg’s, Evie Luomas, Henry 
Johnsons, and Frank “Holm, Eventually the 
George kidd family moved to Smithers, BC 

nd Mr. Erickson bought their quarter of land 
nd also the one belonging to Helkkinens, 

In time the land was all cleared of tne heavy 
Lumber, "and. became. produetive farmland, 
There Wvare good years and bad yeats, then, a8 
now, with The usual sks of hall frost, eter for 
Some'of the years. Wid berries grew in abun 





dance and with them the winter preserves were 
matte, ‘Grain had. fo be hauled by four-horse 
teams to Kootuk. This was a big fob, and was 
‘mainly done during the winter months 

"In December, 137, the home was destroyed 
by fire. ‘The Erickson famly with two small 
children, eseaped eth only the clothing they 
were wearing. Tt as bitterly cold degrees 
below zero, andthe fre was caused by an 
Overeated’stovepipe. Fortunately there were 
lose nelghbors — the Rudolf Stopsens, where 
{he family was able to tale shelter from the cold 
Eventually a log cabin was hauled In and the 
famaly lived in tuna new Bouse was ult the 
following summer. Tals house was but bY the 
Kopsala brothers, ands the home still aceupied 
By'the eldest son; Gordon, and his family 














Mr. Erickson was a member of the Alberta 
‘neat Post, and was one ofthe earlest people to 
row Garnet wheat in the area. Mrs, Erickson 
Served several years as trustee on ihe Salma 
School board. She was also a member of the 

PLM. Sakato Local, This was a'very active 
Inates" group, ‘holding chicken suppers, han 
dieraft aetiviles, quilting, ete. Entertainment 
those days consisted of card pares, box sola 
and other local activities eld. at halls and 
Schools, of i nelghbornoed homes. There was no 
TV or radlo, so get-togethers were the order of 
the day 

Fire again took its tol, During haying season 
In the early 1800s the bara was struck by light 
ning. The barn_ was: completely destroyed a 
Well asthe yeat’s supply of hay which had been 
‘Stacked adjacent tothe barn. The following Year 











‘a new barn was but by Henry Jokinen, an this 
Buliding st stands today. 

Mr. Erickson raised many catle and bult up 
aasine herd of Aberdeen Angus. He also ralsed a 
fine buneh of Pereneron horses, ‘The raising of 
hogs was another of his specaites. He was a 
‘hard worker, Dut found enjoyment ta hls work, 
He continued actively farming unl Mis death 08 
May 17, 1951 


‘THE JAMES W. GRANT FAMILY — by James 
Grant 

“Tames Walter Grant and his wite, Nelle May 
‘son, Stanley James, and a daughter, Charlene 
Srargaret, moved to the Bekville district im the 
Summer Of 1967, settling on the SW 24-3. 
‘aleh they nad purchased from John Potivar in 
the fal of 160, They moved here from Calgary, 
Iiberta, Jim was born at Drumeller, Alberta ot 
‘Apr 28, 1229. to Henry and Margaret (nee 
LRtlechiids) Grant. He was educated at 
Drumbeller, Alberta and lived there untl 104, 
Be then (raveled and worked as far east as Port 
‘Arthur, Ontario, then moved to Calgary, Alber: 
fa. He lived there fromm 1951 101867 

elie was born at Evarts, Alberta, July 22, 
19m fo Joseph and Charlotte (nee Dents) Brzak, 
She took her education at Gaete School and lived 
inne Bvergreen district unt 951, then moved 
{0 Calgary and remained there unt 1997 

‘The NW 2483.05 was purchased from John 
and Lean Ambury in the spring of 167 and 12 
fares adjoining and belonging to NW 24-53.8.W5 
tras purchased from Uno Lindgulst's widow In 
the spring of 1910 by the Grants 

‘Sheila Mae, born December 16, 2969 at Ea 
‘monton joined the family on September 14, 91, 

“Jennifer Maureen was born at Eekellle and 
Joved the family on April 1, 1973 

‘Stanley graduated from the Hckville High 
Sohool in 1y72. He married ‘Suaanne ‘Marie 
Bellerive on November 29,191, and they took up 
Fesidence in Calgary, alberta 

‘Charlene is attending the Eekville tigh 
Senool, taking grade 10'{n 1977 and Shella is 
attending Eekvllle Elementary Sehool, taking 
rade to 











HALSTEIN, FELIX 

Twas bora in Red Canon, Wyoming February 
29, 1806, My parents were August and Matlda 
Hateten. They were bora in Alajarvt, Finland 
nd imraigraied to the U.S. as Young people 
They were married in Aimy, Wyoming” in 
‘SCplember 182 and later moved to Red Canon, 
tna then to Belt, Montana, Al emember of my 
‘ears in the States is tha fell nto the reek in 
Bet and almost owned. On our way to Canada 
alleildren ad tobe vacelmated for small pox at 
fhe border. heard kids crying and decided to 
Skip the treatment, I went and stood outside on 
fhe train steps. However, I was found and given 
my shot 

‘Gn arriving in Red Deer we hired a democrat 


968 





and teara 10 bring us to the homestead, The 
Gemeerat Aad’ Hole in the bottom and my 
brotner Bul fell out He wasnt missed at fsst but 
by backtracking he was found 

After living on the bald patie, 160 acres of 
trees were a eal challenge. One such tree lean 
ing at an angle made an aerial path between the 
house and well and resulted In lots of torn 
brits, 

‘One day father came ome with a walking 
plow in the wagon it ad Just beon sharpened. 

the wagon was @ cowbell 1 climbed fat 
ragon and was jumping and ringing the 
Cowbell when I ran into the plow share, My leg 
‘as badly cut and the tendon severed. Father 
fad nad some taining tn suturing. He sewed up 
fhe leg but the fendon wasn't connected. All my 
Ife Fave nad a lame fot 

"Al three years of mi’ formal education were 
at Kuusamo, Allbut two ofthe families attending 
Were Finnish ad tha I what we spoke unl the 
teacher made ruling that only English was (0 
bee spoken on the schoo! grounds. Already then 
there was a bingual Issue. One very shy boy 
Headed for home every recess and the rest of us 
‘ad to run him down and bring him back, 

‘At the end of grade three {became afl time 
farmer. Among olner things father broke other 
peoples oxen for them. log was fastened fo the 
xen. The driver sat on the log and drove, hoping 
{o be out of line of ire when the oxen coughed. It 
the hee! fics were bad you were Hable to find 
‘yourself in ihe middle of a waterhole 

‘One winter Fa Valli and went to the States to 
look for work, We got a Joba the round house at 
Great Falls dolag everything necessary to get 
fhe engines on the roa. lst that Job so we went 
owork ona ranch, Bd looked ater the sheep, 2 
Six days @ week job. fed catte, a seven days a 
wreck job, hauling hay into the foothills with & 
‘Wagon. There wore steep slopes to navigate and 
‘coming dovrn ‘ill the only way’ to prevent 
‘Tanaway’was to run Into a snowbank 

‘My wile, da May Harju, was bora In Grand 
‘Marois, Michigan, August 28, 190, Her parents 
were Sfatt and Sophia, Harju who abo. em 
Inigrated from Finland to various parts of the 





US.A., then in 3810 f0 Canada, We were married 
January 12,1818 and moved fo our farm in the 
Salma distiet SE 16.302.5, that same year. 
Except for ane Year when we worked at Grenfell, 
Saskatchewan Wwe spent all" our married ite 
there 

"The farm had had several previous owners. It 
hada livable house and some out buildings. Some 
bf the land was under cultivation and some in 
bush which was gradually cleared by the elbow 
(grease method. ‘Those first years om the farm 
‘rere hard ones, There was liie fo sell and cash 
{or such things as clothes and shoes were hard to 
‘come by. Food was no problem. fda was a real 
farmer. Her cows alvays showed: her loving 
care. She raised ehiekens, (00 and there were 
Slways a few plgs, She had 2 good garden. T 
emember making Mille some moceasins from 
eer hide 

Thad some violin lessons from Rev. Harju 
and enjoyed playing for dances. After my stint In 
Great Pally 1 deelded to try for my Steam 
Engineers leense, With some coaching and my 
fexperience, Thad no trouble getting my leense, 
In'those days when steam was the important 
poster a license was areal asset 

T have always enjoyed hunting and went out 
every fall and generally got some game, 1 stil 
Rave all my hunilag Ucenses fram the time a 
hhupter gota button, then alcense whiea cost 54, 
Ittha few years ago when my foot was so bad I 
could no ionger bunt 











"da died suddenly on August 25,157. stayed 
on the farm tl 190 when I sold owt to Judge 
Porte. Our nouise which we had bought ia 1980 
and moved In, was sold and moved to Eekvile. 
‘The other bulidings were demolished, Today 
landing stip occupies part of the farm. Tretired 
to'Syivan Lage and bullt new home, 

Our family consisted of ‘tldred (Leeson) 
‘bom November" 1920. She attended Kuusamo 


es 


school then worked inthe Oliver Mental institu. 
tion and Deertome where she received aback in 
jury whieh meant early reirement. She and Roy 
Tetired from Rea Deer Hospital in IS7T have @ 
‘motor nome and plan on traveling. 

‘Raymond born in 182, dled in 1825 

Bette born Janvary, 161, attended schoo! at 
Sylvan Lake and Reve, Shes also a graduate 
Of the Reeves Business College and is now Junior 
ccountagt in the bank In Sylvan Lake, She 
‘married Walter Gathereole who is maintenance 
‘man at the Sylvan Lake School. They have to 
‘hilaren: Susan a 1079 graduate at Sylvan and 
now emploved by an Insurance firm In Eamon 
ton Rodney, who i attending schoo! at Svan 





HARPER, JOHN — by Helen Harper Jewell 

“John Harper had the spirit of adventure in his 
soul, He wanted to ralse calle, and perhaps 
Brain, Thus it was that we lef! our Rome in 
Roseburg, Oregon, U.S.A. In the early spring of 
‘M6 John Harper and his son, Raymond, age 0, 
landed at the 112" depot of Kootuk with three 
box ears of ilvestock and household goods. The 
Tana which my father had obtained, but had not 
yet seen, was the NW. 258-3.WS. The livestock, 
‘vere driven fo this land but the household goods 
‘were not unloaded until later, when my mother, 
‘my sister Della, age 7, and myself, age 18, 
amived 

“The frost was just melting from the rich earth 
when we arrived, andthe mud was unbellevabe! 
As we walled behind the Toad of furniture To 
lessen the pall forthe team, cur shoes became 
‘ery heavy with the sticky mud, and we found it 
bard to travel. The farm was about five miles 
horiheast of Heke 

"The farm had not been misrepresented, but it 
was asad sight compared tothe home which we 
had left In Roseburg, Oregon. ‘The house con 
sisted of three bedrooms, a living-room, alean-to 
for a iitehen, pantry, aad back porch. Tt was 
Dut of loge sated sith mud and straw and 
Danked swith horse manure Just beginning t0 
smelt 

Life was hard for Mother and Dad, with tong 
hours of hard work and cold weather for ong 
Derlods of time, We all survived the fis epidemic 
Sr 19181018: with no doctor in the community 
‘Those who became il elther got well or died, on 
thelr own, The nearest doctor was In Red Deer, 
fandin those days it would be a two-day tpt get 
doctor 

The train stopped at Kootuk three times @ 
week, and is coming always meant "mall day’ 
AA the ite post office which Was'@ part of the 
‘rug store at tbat time. Soctal life consisted of 
isits to neighbors" homes, dances held about 
‘once’ a month at ferent falls in The com: 
Tunis, and a would rodeo once ina while 
There were no” chuteh services of any" kind 
avallable In the area, We did have & plano, 
‘hough, and ths provided mueh pleasure torus, 











‘The schoolhouse of one room was centrally 
located for all families. The enllaren, and even 
the teacher, elther walled or rode a horse to net 
{o the school, The teacher taught grades from 
tne fo elght in addition fo being tke Janitor. Me 
{or she) tas required to arrive a the school ea 
Iy'and make sure that the room was warm before 
the pups arrived. A lange wood heater was used 
{or heating purposes, At the close of the school 
ay'the teacher had fo clean up the room in 
‘eadiness for the next Sehool day. At that time & 
isl could teach senoo! after graduating from 
Figh school, My sister attended schoo! for a 
whe, 

‘Our ploneer life on @ Canadian farm was a 
short one let in 1918 for Tacoma, Washington, 
to marry Henry Jewell. Beeause of liness ry 
‘other came the next year, and soon after that 
‘my father had an avetion sale and he and Della 
‘came to Tacoma, Raymond Was the last foleave, 
but he didnt sta long after theres ofthe family 
had returned to Washington. Father sold the 
farm to the John Saar! family 

‘My life in Canada as a Young gil was an ex 
citing adventure with lots of experiences new 10 





JOUN HEIKKINEN FAMILY — by Ted 
Heikkinen 

‘My father, John Henry Heikkinen, was barn 
on October 7, 1873 in Oululaml, Finland. At the 
‘age of 12 years he left home and travelled to 
SWedea, where he worked in the mines, and then 
later he went on fo Russia, When fe was 15 years 
‘ld he journeyed to the United States, setling at 
Butte, Montana, where he was employed in the 
imines Iwas there that he married Selina Lydia 
Kangas of Butte, Montana, i 1902 

"An injryto his arm in the mle caused him to 
sive up milaing the next year He then journeyed 
{ovAlberta and fled on homestead two sniles 
cast of Eekville in 1908, This was NW 24-2. W, 
He then went back fo Butte and moved his wife 
fd son Jaimer to he homestead in 1904. He was 
Able to ulld a log Rouse and buy one cov. Being 
Short of funds, the next Taree winters he went 
back to Butte fo work in the mines, 

Four more children were born on the 
homestead, and all tended Salma school. Tt 
‘vas during the fll of 917 that Dad sla his farm 
{or homestead) John Lundberg. He then 
{travelled through Washington, Oregon and 
aaho, In the United States, seeking a place (0 








































































farm, and finally came back to Canada, settling 
fora time in Manyberries, Alberta. The drought 
hit there and once agaln Re pulled up stakes and 
‘came to Benalla in 1918, where Ne bought land 
hext to Benalt, He farmed here unt ne retired 
In 18g, He then leased the land to hls boys. Due 
to ll health, he and Ns wife spent the winters 
twit their daughter In Vancouver, B.C. unl Ris 
passing in Bena, Alta. on Decetber 14, 190 

‘My qvother, Selina “Kangas, was born on 
‘August 23800 fa Finland, She migrated the 
United Siates in her early teens, and worked In 
‘Massachuselts for a time, iving af her brother's 
home, Next she went to Butte, Montana, where 
fhe tiled to work and where she mot John 
Heikkinen. They were marriea i 902. She came 
to alberta with her husband and after Als dealh 
‘he lived on the Benalto farm with her Sons. 
Ubter she married Rudolph Stopsen — In 183 — 
find continued olive onthe farm until 1905, when 
She soldi fo Br. Carl Jenson. They then had a 
house bultin Benalto where they Fesided. Mr. 
Stopsen took ill and passed away in 197 but she 
fontinued ving in Bena unfl her passing in 
Maren, 1950, There were flve children In the 
fem 

Valmer Heikkinen was bora in Butte, Mon 
tana in March, 190%, Most of hslfe was spent fn 
that area although he later llved and worked In 
Edmonton, He now resides in the. Good 
‘Samaritan Nutsing Home in Edmonton, Alberta 

Tina (hire, Einerd Sundstrom) was bora In 














Ecville in 1906, She was married in Renato in 
15, later moving to Edmonton where her hus 
band was employed. They had two daughters 
anda soa born other there, and upon moving (© 
Vancouver, B.C. In the year of 1998 another 
aughter was born. Ina passed away in Mareh of 
‘Wis, Her husband and children al reside in Va 
cower, Be 

“Ted Helkkinen (myself) was born in Eckville 
‘on December Is, 107. T have lived most of 
Ife in ths area: In June 1995, I married Fisie 
‘Anderson, the ‘eldest daughter of Charles A. 
Anderson of Manvberries, Alberta, The Ander. 
Son family. who were close nelgtbors of ours 
‘wnue in Manyberries, again became neighbors 
When the’ seitied in Renato next to our farm 

‘At the time of our marriage 1 was a grain 
buyer at Bensito and in 1909 we moved to my 
{arn at Codnor (called Oras then) and farmed 
Un 1841 when took earpentey work in Calgary, 
We again moved back te Benalto in 166 where 
We sill reside, We wore blessed with three boys 
Snd'theee gris. Robert was born In 1818 and 
married Rose Watford of Calgary in 1s, The 
Sill ve in Calgary and have’ ason anda 
aught. Russell was bora In 1941 and married 
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Eline Brown of Calgary n 871. They have a son 
and they live in Calgary. Donna (Mrs. John 
Watters) was born in 1940 and married in 3858, 
Sheas a Son and four daughters and they ive i 
‘oltre, alberta, 

chard, who was born in 1948, married 
Gloria Baranluk of Calgary in 1968, They live in 
Whitecourt Alberta and have three daughters 

Tanda was born in 1917 Dut has not married, 
having chosen a career Instead. She Is. 
Registered Nurse in Kelowna Hospital in BG 
However, she wil be spending the year Of 
Australia 

Denise was born in 1961, Shes now Mrs. allan 
Hub! of Bekvile. Sbe and Allan were married in 
111 and now Nave a daughler and a son 

"Fred Helkkinen was married in 1996 to Ete 
Louls of Svlvan Lake. They had four sons and 
two daughters. Pred farmed and riled wells 
this area fora time then moved to Drumheller to 
Work in the mines. He passea away in 12, Hs 
‘ite sit resides at Drmeller 

‘Wayne Helkkinen married Dorothy Bereh of 
amonton in 1912 and had a family of two sons 
and a daughter. Wayne farmed for a time then 
Sperated his own service station ia Renalto. He 
Sid out this business and moved to Edmonton in 
the 1850s He was emploved as a welder unt his 
passing in February’ of 1975. His wife stil lives 
‘Sha works in Eamonton, 

“The threshing days were fun ia the early 
ays, Dad would stack the grain bundles a8 you. 
‘ouli’t gett threshed in the stooks, The Lange 
Steam thresher would arrive at night and we 
children were allowed to stay up late 10 wate it 
‘come. What a thr It was fo see the old steam 
fengine throw sparks way up in the sk. 

“The housewives were supremely busy at that 
time, serving the best of meals for that hungry 
trew, and Mey Would exchange visits with each 
Dither zs they exchanged help in the Kitchen, We 
had coffee, whien was traditionally a real treat 
for the enidren 

‘My mother purchased a fancy set of dishes 
when she worked out i Butte, Moitana, and she 
Was very proud fo use them upon request, at the 
Baptismal ceremony of her son Fred and Lalml 














Hl and ofhers, eld jointly atthe home of Mr. 
fd Mrs. Jack Hil, in those days there were n0 
Churehes, anda travelling minster, Pastor F-E. 
Unde, of the Evangelical Lutheran denomina 
ton, performed the Baptisimals 

Titer that funetion, on our way Rome in a 
wagon and two newly broken horses, we 
proceeded toward a small bridge acrose a creek 
At Dad's and Charite Thorkman's comer (bult 
Sip since) and Dad, being a green driver, the 
horses bolted into a.runaway’ and missed the 
Drldge at the bottom, Te wagon upset and all of 





‘pressing hing of the homestead days, as tere 
‘wasn't aby money to replace them. 

‘One Christmse we were looking forward to 
attending our school concert at Salma School, a 
pupils Siace we were faking part in the concert 
tre were all dressed and eady’to go when Mother 
{ook sick, (She was expecting.) So it was out of 
the question for us to go as Dad had to get help 
for ner, We were very disappointed, ofeourse, a 
we had looked forward to tall year. 

‘A'mia-vife by the name of Melia Johnson 
was summoned from Syivan Lake. She and her 
hhusband had homesteaded one-half mile north of 
Benalla along highray ao. onthe spot where 
Inter Melita school stood, Mf. Johnson donated 
{he land forthe sehool yard, and the school was 
hamed for nis wife 

‘Mis, Jotnson determined that there wasn't 
‘much she eould do for Mother, and that a doctor 
Was necded. Dad phoned our neighbor, Jack Hl, 
{o'come and fetch the horse and eutter and. 60 
and get a doctor trom Bentley, which he dl, 
However, the Bentley doctor was out inthe coun 
{ty on an emergency eal, Dad then phoned Dr 
chard Parsons in Red Deer. He promised t0 
Teave at once, but inthe meantime a blazard 
ame up. In spite of the we 
arrived in the early moraing, 
other's fe. How many" doctors these days 
‘would be that courageous, with car, let alone & 
{eam of horses, in an open cutter and in a blz 
Zandt We have never cessed thanking Dr. Par- 
fons for this kind and humane act, 

‘One Incident comes to my mind. When a 
covered wagon got stuck in front of our 
Homestead house, the oxen just wouldnt move. 
The driver beat them eruelly with a bull whip, 
but fo no avail, Finally he unnitehed them and 
asked us for some hay’ and water for them. The 
‘ext moraing they walked away with the wagon, 
‘sme to say" Rest and fodder brings results 

We attended sehool at Salma until the spring 
of 1918 when we lett the dsteiet and I emember 
fonly that the Teacher we had then was Miss 
Guigiey 

Mote was the offical coffee maker at social 
funetions in those days of copper boller "eotfee 
pots”. Fish mulligan plenies were favorite out 
Ings at Palm's shore, or Palm Bay, as 11 was 
Called, enjoyed by relatives and neighbors ake 
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Blueberries were plentiful In these areas tn 
the early days, but dlsappeared when land was 
being ‘cultivated. and It became necessary to 
travel further west, past Rocky Mountain House 
lover the Saskatehéwan River on the ferry, for 
the blueberries and cranberries tht grew wild 
allover that area. In berry pleking season the 
hilisides would Just be eoverea with erowds of 
people of all ages, and plenie lunches were the 
Drader of the day 

‘Tate fall and winter was, and stl is, an ex 
cltg time for the men folk. They were Dus) 
Dreparing for thelr hunting expeditions to the 
West Country, such as Saunders and Nordegs, 
‘Most hunters ‘would come home with Toads of 
‘moose and deer meat, decorated with horns and 
antlers ofall sizes 

"Ted passed away Aug. 8, 1977 at the age of 69 
‘years and is buried in the Kuusamo cemetery. 


HEINO, EMIL — by Sylvia Thovkaman 

‘Emi Helno came trom Butte Montana where 
rhe worked in the copper mines, He came to 
Canada. and omesteaded the NW. 269.305, 
later seting this homestead and buying the NW 
5:40.25 jointly with Ludwig Stopsen, 

‘Bm was a bachelor, who instructed a gym 
aroup atthe Young People's Hall for s number of 
years, 

Selling hls land to Ea Litkata he went to live 
‘withhlssster i Ontario, where he passed avay. 


MILL, MR AND MRS, ELMER 

‘ME, and Mrs. Elmer Hil (Ida Talson) resided 
on SW. 20262.N5. Their two” daughters 
Sitended Salma School. Helen passed avay In 
‘top and Elvie is now living in Sylvan Lake, 
Alberta, 


‘MILL, EMI FAMILY 
‘Mand Mrs, Emil Hu, having both lett thelr 
burtpiace, Finland, n their early yout, ved in 
(Coleman for about 25 years, where Mfr. HI was 
Injured in a coal-mining accident, This left him 
Crippled for Ife, and being unable to work, he 
‘was awarded a meager monthly disabllty pen 
“Emil had a brother Jack, who, with his fami 
ly, lived on a farm neat eke, and they hed 
‘atted them on a few sccastons. Mr- and Ms. 
Hil decided to move into the Bekvlie district, 
‘th thelr two youngest sons, Onnle and Bl, and 
hele iltde granddaughter, Vivien. ‘They 
purchased a small acreage about 1891 on the 
West shore of Sylvan Lake, from Mr. and Mrs, 
John Johnson. Thelr eldest son, Tom, remained 
in Coleman, where he and his family stl reside, 
and thele daughters, Mame and Flma, were by 
‘ow on thelr own, Mamie (nts, Walter Johnson) 
Ter moved onthe farm near her parents 
“Tnele son Onnte, dled in 151, atthe age of 22 
years; after long ilness. Bi fished hs publ 
Senooi edueation. at Salma schoo), and" Later 
Joined the Irish Pusiiers during the war. After 











living for some time in Vancouver and Toronto, 
he seit in Calgary, where he has esided wth 
his famlly for over 25 years 

Vivien also attended Salma School and recalls 
a scare the puplls hea when it became known 
{hat a bear had been seen nthe wooded area 
bordering the road to school Hence it was a 
Pll fo pupils and parents ake when it as shot 
by Charlie Vianen while it was raiding Charlie's 
Icehouse where he kept hs cream. This incident 
treated a great del of excitement inthe district 
Vivien moved to Feed Deer, and leer to Calgary 
Where she attended Normal Senool, She thes 
Taught at near-by schools until she went to Costa 
Rica fo ‘each in an American Banana Company 
owned community, Here she met and married 
Robert ss and has ilved vith her husband and 
{wo daughters in Dearborn, Michigan, US.A. for 
the past 25 years 

Mr. and Mrs. Hl sold thei lakeside property 
to the V.W.C.A. ad bought a house in Beko, 
bout 190, Their grandson, Kevin Mullen, had 
Sayed with them ffom time to time In his early 
years while his mother worked as s nurse inthe 
Eckville Hospital and Tater in an Edmonton 
hospital. Then he staved with them again nto 
wile atiending high school and while he worked 
In'Jenkins’ Store in exville, and. always: 
remained an espectally welcome guest at Bis 
{randparents' home after he moved to Calgary 

Mr, Mill passed. away in 1962 and Mfrs. Hil 
‘maved into am apartment adjoining that of Mr, 
nd Mfrs. Jack Hil shortly after. Then, when 
Sylvan Lake Senor Citizens" Lodge opened in 
1961, she and her sister-in-law beeame wo of the 
fist residents there. Mrs. Hil enjoyed ie atthe 
Hodge ‘very much,” declaring that everyday 
Secrned like Sunday. She Nad a bubbling sense ot 
humor, whieh her iibulatons, ness and the 
eath of her husband and two children did not 
‘diminish. Unfortunately, se did not have much 
time to enjoy her life atthe Lodge, as she passed 
away in August, 1969 after about six months in 
hospital in Ekville and Teed Deer. Her eldest 
daughter, Mamie (Mrs, Walter Johnson) 
predeceased her in July, 1086, and ima (hrs, 
Roy Moore) passed away in Calgary in August, 
a 





HOLMEN, MELVIN — by Eileen Holmen 

Melvin’ Clarence, third son of Morris. and 
Clara (Vig) Holmen was born in Bentley, Alber 
fa, Apr, 1028. Melvin attended school at the 
Sigel acto, Aer is schooling be helped his 

er on the family farm inthe Sunset Sstiet 
wrest of Bente Later he went fo werk se 
Eochart alse for Evmest Hawkins, Ths. ts 
Where he met Eleen Lillan MeFaden, the 
eldest daughter of Angus and Lillian (Holland) 
Meradden of Hespero, Albert, 

"Elen was born in Red Deer, September 12, 
100. She tended sehoo! at Daisy Nook, Red 
Deet and Condor. On September 37, 1954 Melvin 








and Elleen were married in the St. Paul's 
Presbyterian Church In Eekvile, 

‘Affer their marriage Melvin and Eileen 
‘moved back tothe Lockhart distie, later mov 
Ing to the A.B, Haarstad farm in the Stevenson 
alsiciet where Melvin worked as a farm hand, 
This ts where thelr fst child, Clarke, Mors, 
was bom on August 12,1955. At this time Melvin 
Was worklng at saw mall west of Rocky Moun 
{ain House, where he was injured. Due to isin 
Jurles the Yamily. moved to Edmonton so thet 
Melvin could take therapy. The family lived in 
Edmonton for four years, When Metin had 
recovered from his injuries he went to Work for 
Welller-Witlams at thetr feed loin North Ea 
‘monton. While home for the Cnristmas holiday 
thelr second son, Glen Melvin, was born in the 
Bentley nosptal on December 23, 1251 

"The family deelded te move back to Fekville 
where Melvin and his cousin, Gordon Vi 
Started the "Vig and’ Holmen’ Painting and 
Decorating” business, which was in operation 
for four years — unit Gordon and his fam 
moved te British Columbia, 

‘On October 20,1961 Melvin and Eileen were 
blessed with a baby girl, Diane Lilian 

‘Soon the family moved one mile north, three 





























mies east and one mile north of Keke, tothe 
Inte Wayne Stopsen property, which they rented 
for tive years, Later they purchased an acreage 
fne-haif mile south, the NE 2430-3845. At this 
{ime Melvin was working for Art Lut, clearing 
ightof-ways for Calgary Power, Upon the death 
of Art Latz, Mcivin purchased the business, 
‘wnieh fs now known as Holmen and Son 
Construction kta 

‘Clarke married Donna Delbridge of Bentley 
on ugust 24,1973 and they have a daughter, 
‘Toni Marie, They reside nthe Eekvile Taller 
Court 

‘Glen resides in Red Deer, Alberta, and Diane 
i lat home Ani tending igh shoot 


IGNATIUS, George and Olgn 

‘George Edward Ignatius as born August 2, 
ssh, at Antracte, @ small mining town, ve 
tiles east of Ban, where his father worked In 8 
toal mine, ‘The fanny eft Antracite for Butt, 
Montana, U.S.A. where his mother operated & 
boarding house, After the death of his father, hie 
‘other thought it wise to leave the big elty wit 
the ehildren, and return to Canada in hopes of 
tinding homestead where she could raise the 
family. 

(George arrived atthe homestead site, SW 18. 
‘S02.W5, a1 the tender age of nine years, with ils 
‘mother, two brothers and two sisters, inthe year 
is, 

“Eventhough the childzen were very young, t 
was necessary for them to help In one Way oF 
‘another. George chose to help his mother fence 
the quarter. 

Af he age of ten, George went to work for a 
farmer, Charles Urieh, west of Bentley. There ne 
Worked on the threshing ere, cutting the twine 
from the bundles as they were fed into the 
threshing machine. 

‘Supplementing the farm income, George 
worked at the coal mines in Nordegg and 
Assisted In clearing more land on the home 
place. 

It the age of 28 inthe early 190, Just prior 
to his marriage George purchased the adjlning 
‘quarter, SW 49.202-W5, from Hemty Talson. 




















Money was dificult to borrow trom banks, 
and George ald not have sufficient funds to get 
‘arried Rudolpt Stopsen kindly lent him S50 to 
‘tray the expenses, He was united in marriage 
{0 Olga Mary Huntaia, aged 2, July 18, 1825, 
the United Chureh in Red Deer by the Rov 
‘Chore: She was the eldest daughter of Abram 
and Mary Hunlala, orn February 10,1904 at her 
ome, one mile west of Benalta. Olga took her 
Schooling af Melita, Education was citielt for 
ier as she had to assist on the farm during the 
Spring to fall months, leaving only the winter 
months for school attendance. 


One of her summer dally dutles consisted of 
rounding up the cattle on horseback. Due fo the 
Tnek of fences, here were miles and miles of 
fopen land for the ate to graze on. Very often 
‘Shme would stray away from te nerd, causing 
many tring days of searching. Many times Olga 
‘emlnlsees sbout an incident happening while in 
Search of cattle 

‘Daisy, her Horse, being a highly spirited on 
sensed a car following on highway 21 and wished 
tovstay in the lead, Ts edd for approximately 
three quarters of a mile, when Olga dectded to 
leave the highway’ and furm off an aside road, 
‘The ear also came to @ halt and informed het 
thus, "Young lady you are now in the movies. 
‘The men in the ea had been taking movies of 
‘heir faultless performance. 

‘Huale Jumping was knovn in those days, for 











‘many a time she and the neighbor children 
Jlimped the fences with ther horses. Olga being 
tt a determined nature, kept In step, WOFKINg 
Slongside any man, 

‘She was interested in dramatic, devoting her 
spare time to acting and taking a role in Finnish 
lav’ whieh were performed at the local halls, 
Elspeth, Liberty, Codnor (Oras) and Eekvile, 

‘Buriag the winters of 1822, 23,24, she was 
‘emplayed at the Syivan Lake Hotel, owned by 
‘Mr Hazelwood twas situated on the northwest 
corner of Main Street and also, she Worked st a 
fate: situated where the Mayfair ‘Store. now 
Stands. She received wages of $15 2 mon 

George brought is bride to his mother's 
home where they lived tor two years. A 
eughter, ltt Helen, was born to them in 1806, 
Christmas Eve, 1927, hey moved into thelr new 
home which was a’ frame bullding with four 
ooms, approximately 20 feet by 24 fect, This was 
4 pleasant Christmas git, which drought them 
much enjoyment. Slowly the farmstead became 
‘realty, baras, shop, chieken coop, and the Fin. 
nish Sauna were erected, hewn from logs and 
‘tt thei own land 

Those were the days when a dollar was a 
dollar When Olga and George erected thelr frst 
house, in 1827, the folowing budget was kept, 
Showing’ the cost of building. & four” room 
bungalow: "Cement 810.00 ‘Nails. $1735, 
Luriber ~ $21725 Doors and windows — $41.10 
lightning reds — $55.00 storm windows — $42.00, 
locks and hinges — $845" shingles — $30.00 
Plaster, brick and lime $62.25 dnshing umber — 
{58:15 window stops —~ $.00 paint and varnish — 
{$387.0 labor ~ $172.60 casings — $5.35 screens — 
55.00 storm doors — $6.00 flooring and balding 
aper-~ Si? 25 miscellaneous — S440, The total 
fa $8020 

Hazel Ellen Ignatius was born April 16,1929, 
atte tome, taking her elementary grades at te 
Salma Schodl, going to Red Deer igh fr Grade 
10, then upon the opening of the Composite High 
(18st) she attended there for Grade I. In Oc- 
tober 1951 she was employed at the Provincial 
Training School, Red Deer until May’ 198, when 
Sherreslgned, due tothe death of her father Help. 
ing her mother on the farm for two years, she 
assisted in skidding logs, which were later hewn 
to make approximately $0,000 board feet of 
Iber. Early in 1956 sho found employment in 
the poultry alvision —- Alpha Plant in Red Deer 
December trst, 1857, a new Institution opened, 
by the name of Deerhome. Hazel has worked 
there forthe last 29 years, She was one of the 
fst on the payroll and has held her position up to 
the present time (J857.71). She males er home 
‘mainly with her mother and stepfather” at 
Sevan Lake, Ih 1076 she accompanied. her 
mother to her’ Grandmother's nomelan, 
Finland. Walle overseas, she Visited the USSR. 
and Estonia. She enjoys travelling, fishing and 
Teisure camp outs, 

Existence Wasa struggle during the thirties, 
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Livestock, especially hogs, were valueless, hard. 
ly worth hauling to market intoenalto. All were 
slaughtered, rendered into lard for soap making 
and te meat was fed tothe chickens, Bacon was 
‘made at tome, and stored in grain bins which 
Kept the motstire away 

‘Grain was worthless as well. Oats, even when 
there was'a marke, brought a price of three 1) 
four cents a bushel, Wheat priced a 8 cents and 
Darley at four cents a bushel, so they obtained 
their own flour from the wheat ground at the 
Lacombe Flour mils 

‘Giga was a keen gardener, having a large 
garden, Falsing al thelr own vegetables fn 
hiding tomatoos-and cucumbers. ‘Fresh frut 
twas not obtained from the store, bit grown in 
the ‘garden, namely raspberries and 
strawberries. Golag to plek cranberries, 
Iuckleberries and blueberries was the main out 
Ingof te season, andas one might say "The hol: 
dday of the Year" She also created a natural 
Technique for baking bread, always baking her 
‘own even tls day atthe age of Ta. All lethes 
were home made; stockings and mittens were 
ent forthe farally 

George was. sports minded, listening to 
hockey and baseball over the Battery radiovalso 
an ardent hunter and fisherman, bringing in an 
abundance of fish and wila game to Suppiement 
the food supply whieh wat either silted Ot 
canned, 

‘George also served as councilor for the 
‘Municipal District of Lome in the years 108 
194. 

Winter, too, had its labors to be done. 
Firewood haa tbe cut, sawed into blocks, split, 
and stored. Wood was te oly source of uel used 
Inthe cook stove, and heating the home. One ean 
remember slaving over the stove, heating water 
{nthe copper boler, with four sa irons strewn 
around heating for Ironing to'be done, and 2 few 
luttered cooking utensils, room always seemed 
tobe at a premium 

‘ater those days came, not from the tsp, 
‘but had to be hand pumped, carried in pals f0F 
household consumption, Springs were a aset fo 
Any family. This made the watering of livestock. 
easier, olherwise water had to be pumped by 
hana 

‘Thiele Model T Ford car obtained in 1927, was 
certainly a luxury, shortening the time requlred 
fo get from one point to another, even hough en. 
joyment was experienced fom the horse and 
buggy days 

“Roads were ao super race tracks; in marshy 
places corduroy’ roads were made by laying 
poles se by side and covering them with drt 
onstruction had tobe done carefully, laying the 
poles close fo one another, for i'a horse would 
Eine through, rogen bones would result Ii 
provements dame later. High grading was done 
past their place In 1950, 

‘One di not lk a sviteh for tight, but had to 
dependon the natural source ofthe su, resulting 














{the ong working day, from dawn to dusk. The 
Kerosene lamp and lanterns were the only source 
of light untl 149 when they purchased thle wn 
Delco Plant; this supplied tute electricity Tor 
Tight, washing clothes and ironing. In the year 
Eis Calgary Power came tothe rescue, sting 
ing thelr lines forthe needed energy. This was 
the beginning of the Push Button Age 

"The lelophone added to the luxury of living 
‘each farmer suppiled his own poles. A number 
hours were spent visiing over the party nes 
‘with each offer, drawing nelghbors closer 
Together. 

“Those were, the times of the tall narrow 
“creamer Can”. This had a tap on the bottom 
‘watch allowed the skim milk fo flow out ana the 
feream remained in the can. The hand turned 
Separator was mostly used, separating the 
feream from the milk. This Was brought fo the 
Eckville Creamery for sale, later Feplaced by 
the "Milk Delivery" driven by Vince Bel fo the 
‘Alpha Plantin Red Deer. Eight gallon milk ans, 
Cafved the uid supply 

Accumulation of machinery was, slowly 
bullding up. George bought his caterpilar trac 
tor in 1888 During the summer months he dia 
custom work, breaking the virgin soll for 
neighbors 

‘With the onset of fal, came the time for 
harvest, which meant cuting the grain with the 
binder drawn by horses, or the "Cat", operated 
by two men, one-on the binder, and due on the 
tBactor. Stooking usually was done by Olga and 
George, seldom a hired hand Was obtained for 
Sselatance, 

Harvest was a very enjoyable time of the year 
‘as one saw the thresbing machine folowed by 
tight teams, one then knew his Yearly produce 
Would soon be safely stored. Threshing of the 
‘rop was done by Oiva and Bil Hustala, in later 
Years by Clavence Anderson, and Olva Hubtala, 
Blso Martin Delaney of Lesilevlle. The crews 
‘usualy consisted of 12 men 

Preparation for food for the crew meant 
several days work forthe woman folk, including 
Baking bread, cookies, cakes, biscults, and ples. 

‘Trucking of the grain to the Wheat Pool 
Elevators in Benalto was done by Henry Johnson 
and Albert Johnson, both af Benalte 

"Tne family lived in thelr small house tl 190, 
when they but an adation, thus Increasing the 
Seo to ai's28. 

In the year 1946, thelr daughter Ealth 
married Ray Niemala, thus the couple gained & 
fon. A year later they Decame the proud grand: 
parents of Dorinda, Marlene Niemela, barn 
Sraren 28,1847, folowea two years later By a 
grandson ‘Terrance Raymond (Terry) Niemela, 
orn July 2, 1908. 

“The advancement ofthe machinery age eased 
te burden, asthe swather and combine replaced 
the binder ‘and. threshing machines. Harvest 
lime’ sant evstom Work done by Ray Niemela, 

















Clarence Anderson and later by the Palkia 
Brothers 

“Tragedy struck the family when George 
passed away May 17,1958 atthe age of 1 Years 
He is burted in the Kuusamo Cemetery, 

Farming had to goon, and withthe aid of her 
daughter, Hazel, and hired help, Olga capably 
‘managed the farm fo the year 185, 

December 2, 1855, Olga married Andy Har. 
vilow. They farmed fogether until selling their 
farms, Olga sold to Ted Sator in 1983, retaining 
fhe ll rights on SW 18-38-25, Andy to Toll 
‘Tolonea, They then retired to Syivan Lake, They 
Fesided in Andy's collage on Lakeshore Drive 
uring the ‘construction of their home on 7A 
‘Avent, moving into thelr new nome for Christ 
tas 1963, 

‘Oiga nursed her parents, Mr. and Mrs 
Charles Raunlo im het home for’ number of 
Sears, unt their deaths In 1971 and 1914; her 
other, Mrs. Raunlo Is burled in the Kuusamo 
Cemetery, her stepfather In the Pine Grove 
Gemetery, Rocky Mountain House, beside his 
former wit, 

"The year 1972 was eventful a a great grand 
daughter, Bonnie ‘Marie Hletala, was barn 
Maren 1, followed by a great-grandson, Trevor 
ee Hletala, born June 18, 193. Later arrived 
nother great granddaughter Karri-Lynn Alane 
iemalay on August 1 197% 

Th the Year 1916, Olga, accompanled by her 
daughter Hazel, vsitea her Mother's birthplace 
{nPinland, also visting asister-Inlaw and three 
neces in the USSR and Estonia, 

‘Giga has gained numerous frlends through 
the Sylvan Lae Fish and Game Association and 
the Friendship Club. Gardening. and. Lelsure 
‘camping are sill her most enjoyable pastimes 


‘THE IGNATIUS FAMILY, 

‘irs. Anna (Ignatius) Kauttlla came to settle 
tn the Eateville district In Sareh, 20, choosing 
NN.W, 1892-89 a8 het homestead. It had been 
fed on previously, but aot proved up, and had 
reverted to the crosm, ‘That was one case In 
Which the government had won, inthe sardonic 
bd joke ofthe time thatthe government bets tex 
Alotlars to 160 acres that you eaa't make a living 
{here ‘for three years. The place, therefore, 
flready boasted a leaky log shack and asix-acré 
feta, But, tos new aspirant, is greatest asset 
And lure was a beautifal spring f clear, ice-cold 
‘Water that earae bubaling out of the side of ail 
fear the middle of the quarter. Here was the 
eal place for thelr first house and farmyard 
Watery she ad been fold, was somelimes a 
problem inthis county, and the existence ofthis 
Tite stream was the clincher In deciding where 

She was left a widow while ving in Bute, 
Montana, and decided that rough mining ‘own 
vwas no place to bring up her family of five, 
Beiter to move to a homestead, where the Doys 
would be busy clearing land, plowing, haying, 














and harvesting, rather than chasing around with 
the gangs of toughs In a mining town. And this 
‘ecision se was never fo rogret, despite all the 
Hardships, poverty and deprivation involved Sn 
the slow, back-breaking job of earving a farm 
tl of the wilderness 

“Tne family ranged in age from Mary, the 
eldest, who was 15, 10 George, aged five years 
Between were Jesse, 12, Martin, ten, Waino, 
lght, and. George, the’ youngest, five. The 
‘mother had first-come. grom Finland to the 
Unlted states in 188, to Ishpeming, Mlckigan, 
then moving tothe staie of Washington, and later 
{o Anthracite, near Bantt, where the youngest 
Son, George, was born, the only Canadian-born 
‘member of the family. Later, they all moved 
back fo the Siates, to Butte, Montana, trom 
‘where the final move tothe homestead. Was 
made 

‘Every member of the family remained to 
become permanent Pesidents of the area. Mary 
‘was married to Mr. G. K. Delanes' and had one 
daughter, Ingrid, (Mrs. Oiva Mubtala)y and & 
Son, Mr. Martin Delaney, formeriy of Lesievile, 
‘ow of Rea Deer. Mary later marsied Me, OM 
Hill, and had two daughters — Irene (Mis. H. 


Stovra of Vietoria, 2), and Muth, ow living in 
Red Deer 

“Tessie ignatius, the second daughter, lived alt 
her life around Benaito and Sylvan Lake. She 
fica in 197. 


“The oldest son, Martin, dled in 1917, at the age 
ot 2 years. 





Wino Ignatius farmed for many years at 
Eckville. He married Matilda Talson, member 
of another well-known pioneer family, and they 
fad one son, Martin, and one daughter. Esther. 
Martin ived ahs ite onthe family farm until 
hls death In 1974 Thelr daughter, Esther (ME. 
Glen Sfarshall) now tives in Bentley. Waino now 
‘aks ils home Inthe Senor Citizens’ Lodge at 
Tncombe, 

‘George, the youngest son, took over his 
mother's orginal hamestead_ and continued to 
farm it uni hs death in 1953. He married the 
former Olga Huhtala, and their two daughters, 
Ealth (Mis. Ray Nlemela) and Hazel now of 
Sylvan Lake, are lfelong residents of the com 
rani 

Life onthe homestead inthe early years of the 
century demanded courage, hard Work, and 
Fesourceftiness: survival was not guaranteed by 
the weltare provisions of a benevolent govers 
ment in those days, “Trust in God, and Keep Your 
bowels open" was one old-imer'sreeipe for sur 
Vival. Under ‘pristive conditions, ow do. 
Widow and het ve children cope? Well, she 
Spends the last of her precious dollars to buy a 
‘eve milk cows, Then she can make batter andex: 
change it for what few groceries she cannot 
produce on her own land = sugar, ctfee, salt 
End such essential and have plenty of milicand 
teat. Vegetables she could grow for hersell 
But, fo get ahead, some way must be found to 
fearh a Bit of money ifthe farm Is to progress. 
“Cash Mow sas an unheard-of thing in those 
days, Mary, the oldest, though only 15 years ol, 
{ound employment at the Alberta Hofel in Red 
Deer. That helped a litle. And soon Jessie and 
the boys went to work for a farmer at Rainy 
Gree, 'a Me. Unie, forthe summer. 

‘During the winter, Walno remembers getting 
employment as a frelghter's helper, auling 
‘Supplies fram Red Deer to Kilick's store a od 
Eckvle, a mile north of the present townsite, 
‘well before the railroad was Dullt west of Red 
Deer. He recalls one partieiar trip when Re was 
Griving his team of oxen with a load of supplies, 
{ellowtng his empoyer, wha was in the lead "He 
‘warmed me to wateh carefully wen we were 
Crossing the muskegs, not {0 get my. wagon 
Stuek.""But travel by ox {eam is slow andboring 
{or a voung lad, and he dozed oft 

“hen I woke up, I realized we were stopped 
stuck fast in the ralddie of & mud hole. When 
‘ny boss realized I was no longer following, he 
{uessed what had happened, and it meant com 
‘ng back, unkitehing hs team, pulling the wagon 
‘ut onto hard ground, thus losing a fat of time, 
‘What he called me was not very Battering, and 
not expressed in the most polite language 

‘xen, however, were not widely used by the 
homesteaders of the area; horses provided the 
setters’ motive power. To be a good horseman 
Was a malter of pride, and every family had Its 
favorite horse or team: For the ignatius family it 
was Prince, a beautfui ight gelding, to blond 19 














be called a sorrel, with white mane and tll He 
Was the one most frequently used for tripe 2 
{oven and for nelghbornood visting. “Prince and 
the buggy" was an equipage familiar to 
fveryone im the community for many years. He 
twas foaled by the first mare ie famlly obtained 
fo establish the herd of horses required on the 

‘Neighbors and the spirit of neighborly 
dependence helped ploneer families im many 
‘rays, not just in exchanging Work end helping 
fut in emergencies, but i the simple matter of 
{Rendly sctaliing o necessary fo create a fee! 
fing of community. The family stl recalls the 
ames of close neighbors who shared thelr 
problems — and their flumphs — in those eariy 
Bays, Among these who lived nearest were the 
{families of John Pesola (where the Prank Holm 
family later llved), A. Hyvonen, R. Stopsen, 
‘Thorkman, Jacob Hil, and Peter Toivonen. With 
the exception of the Pesola family, all remained 
{o'becorte permanent residents. 


JGNatus, wAINO 

Walno ignatius was bora in Ispeming, 
‘Michigan tn 185 and came to Eokvile dst! 
‘rom Bute, Montana in 190, with hls mother 
(Gis, Anné Maria Ignatius) and two brothers, 
Martin and George, and two Sisters, Mary and 





‘In 195 he married Mathilda Talson and they 
farmed on NAW. 19302.W5 for a number of 
‘Years. 2605, Mathilda Tgnatlus passed away in 
Woh They haa two children, Martin Carl, who 
passed avray in January 1974, at the age of 49, 
End Esther Ethel, who is iving in Bentley, Alber 
fa and ls married to Glenn Marshall formerly of 
Rimbey and Tees 

"Mr Ignatius also has three grandsons, Jack 
Gerald and James MeCrindle, also of Bentley. At 
fhe present time he 1s residing at the Senior 
Citizens" Lodge at Lacombe, Alberta 

































































JAMELKA FAMILY 

‘Annie (Wine) Jahelka moved to Nordegs, 
Aborta in 1925 with her famlly and attended 
choo! there, On September 10, 1927 ske married 
Gharies Jahelka at Red Deer and. Charles 
‘worked at the mines. A'son, Norman Charles, 
Was born, Later they moved to Benlley district 
find worked on various farms. They lived ina lt 
fie house on the Louis Psikla farm and Norman 
attended Salma, School. Later Norman stayed 
With the John. Saari family while his parents 
Worked athe Saar saw ml near Rocky Moun 
{alm House Mr. Jahelka pasted aovay In 195, 

Tn 1990 Norman married Verna Pott of Red 
Deer and they have fo daughters, Judy and Ja 
He has worked for the Cty of Red Deer since 1947 
{nthe electrical department 

‘Annie now lives in Bentley and her brother, 
Joe Master, 1 ving wth her 


JARVI, JOHN — as told to Sylvia Thorkman 

‘John Jaret was born in Finland, and had no 
known kina te time of his death, He owned the 
NW 30302.W5. He was a bachelor and lived with 
his cats, A small swinging door had been made 
Durposeiy on the wall of his Rouse to allow the 
Eats to travel in amd out at wil, When a stranger 
Spproached the house cats scattered in through 
fhe opening, ight into she cellar The cellar door, 
llways aja, answered two purposes — for the 
fats to travel down, and when Joh aimed with 
his Tobacco Julce he could hit ne target every 

John was a very lkeable fellow and able 
stoy-teller. His small log shack was a favorite 
place for nelghboring teen-agers on Weck ends 
He svas always prepared to relate his humorous 
stores, bul belo he was le fo get on withthe 
Story he took ot hls sft box, some of te soul 
‘war poured on the id, ten he Mpped the brown 
ied snfl into hls mouth. Ths was a special art, 
thd amused the visitors He was a veteran of he 
‘Turlah War and alvays carried a gun on bis 
travels, $0 was alcknamed Sota Uust 
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Fohn spent hls final years in a small house on 
the north shore of Svan Lake, He passed in 1800 
nd is buried in the Bentley Cemetery 


JOHNSON, JOHN FAMILY — by Annte Luoma 

ohn and Margaret Jonnson were both born 
and raised In Finland. They rateed a family of 
four sons, Alex, Matt, Pavo, Fred and one 
laughter, Ottilia’ The Johnsons and thelr youns 
{amily imwalgratea to Dlamondvile, Wvorning, 
USA. and later to the Salma asiril where 
they” Homesteaded SE" 3038.25, The family 
ashe in Fintand was Harju, which was changed 

‘arrived in America, 








Ottilla married Eriek Luoma, who 
homesteaded one and one halt miles not of her 
Barents" farm. They ralsed a family of 12 
hllaren, 

Alex farmed NE 12.303:W5, Prior to farming 
in the area Alex's wife and family died a8 2 
sult ofa olecase 

‘Pred died in shipwreck wh 
Finnish Merehant Navy 

avo dled ina mine disaster in Diamondville, 
Wyoming, USA 

John was aM avid fisherman. He always 
tisied on the Same shore on Sylvan Lake, He 
Cleared a path fo and from the lake, where he 
ould often be seen bringing home his bountiful 
fateh, ‘This shore soan became known as Joln 
Son's Shore. Its focated just north of the late 
haries Donalason property 

‘Margaret was alWrags busy spinning woot and 
ceniting 

Th TAIT the Saima School was built on the 
southeast earner of the Jotnson homestead. 

The homestead was later given to thelr son 
Matt, who had it for a short time. The farm is 








le serving inthe 














now owned by dred and Vester Niemi, andthe 
School site Is owned by Dale and Valerie Smith. 

‘Matt homesteaded the SE 2429-W5, and 
later bought the NW 15-9-3.1W5, whieh is present 
Jy owned by the Wayne Tenativs family 

in Tooe. Matt married) Hulda ‘Talson, the 
daughter of Mr- and Mrs. Herman Talson, who 
iso. had mmigrated to Canada from Rock 
Springs, Wyoming, S.A. Matt and Hulda 
{armed extensively, reniing additional and, and 
he emploved several men throughout the years, 
Fre had one of the fst gas tractors, owned and 
aerated a cane steamer and iver, ad fora 
{ew winters he operated a sawmnilln the Rocky 
Mountain Touse area, 

Matt was the dstriet “handyman”. He 
pulled teeth whenever tomeone had a Tooth ache 
Ed wished an extraction, He ald surgieal work 
fn horses, and was skilled in blacksmith and 
Carpenter work. He could ride brones and break 
horses, and was good to the animals, 

‘After Mat bought the NW. 27<8.3.W5 the 
cnlldren attended the Eekvile School, He and 
Hulda raised family of children, 


WALTER JOHNSON FAMILY HISTORY—by 
Lowell 

Walter Oto Johnson was born May 12,190, 2 
Calumet, Michigan, Eary in hs childhood, he 
family moved to Butte, Montana, where his 
father ned obtalned ‘employment as # miner, 
Walt was enrolled in Harrison Senoot in Butte 
and completed Grades 110 4 

‘i early 191, the family came to the Eekville 
area, Wait attended sehoo! along with rabbit 
Shooiing and threshing. He was described by his 
classmates as an extremely good student, Unto. 
funately fr him, one rom country sehoois nthe 
‘Benalto area didnot gobeyond Grade8, which he 
completed tn 1978 

Walt lett home at an early age to seek fortune 
‘and adventure tn the west coast lumber camps 
‘Even in nls later years he spun tales ofthe ex 
citing times he nad as a young limbérjack in 
Portland, Oregon. 

radially, Walt developed roots and began to 
farm He blit a house on NE 20-99.25 ofSyvan 
ake where te met his future wife, Mamie Hil 
‘They were married August 15, 194, and later 
had toro children, Carolyn and Lowel. After 
Tengthy tiness, Mame passed away in 196 

‘few years later, the travelling bug got to 
Walt agaia and he spent muh of his spare ime 
In Europe and Asta: These trips provided Walt 
vith tales to share withthe Bekville Co-op cotter 
shop crowd where he and his fends shared & 
‘roraing eup. 

‘Farming continued to be a part of Walt's Ife 
unt he passed away In 197. Ironically. he was 
buried on his birthday. Watier and Male are 
butted in the Eckville cemetery. 


KAKKINEN, MRS, FEMMIE 
‘Ms. Femmle Kakeinen and her son Toivo 
moved fo the Eekville area in 1949 fom 


























Manybervies, Alberta, They bought the former 
Henry Johnsion farm, 31 392.W5. Mrs. Kalcinen 
was the former Femme Likala, Se was born at 
Kauhajoella, Finland, n 154. In 100 she came 
fo Canada with ner mother, one sister and four 
brothers, and they settled in the Manyberries 
area in southern Alberta, where thelr dad, Matt 
Tikal, had come before tem and had proved 
ona homestead, 

Femmfe married Henry Kakkinen in 281 in 
Medicine Hat, and they homesteaded just a few 
inlles north west of her home place. remember 
Fer telling me how the ranchers animals used to 
care her, The animals, which appeared quite 
‘wld, roarned at large for there were no fences, 
The covotes, foo, frightened her, as they were 
large and roamed in packs, One day’ she nad 
walked to the home of her neighbors, Robert 
‘Tenhunens, and upon returning home in the 
evening, she didn't dare descend the hl fo her 
ome as. the coyotes were howling, so. she 
Feturned to Tenhunens and stayed the night with 
them: 





Femmle and Henry had two sons and two 
‘augers "Tolvo Henry vas born in 192, and 
Femalned a bachelor. Olga Ellina as bora in 
191, but died In 1919 as a baby of three months, 
from whooping cough, I, Vivian Ardell 
(Chosen daughter) carne along in 19, Tmarried 
Emil Staber and we farm and raneh herein the 
Manvberries area, We have four children — 
Shiney. Stanley, Barroy, and Wesley 

edwin Olavt was born in 1907 and led at 
birth 

Dad passed away in 1947 and Toivo and 
Mother éontinued farming in the Manyberries 
area for anolher iw years. However, due fo dry 
Conditions, they decided Yo move toa welter 
county to farm. 

‘Mother passed away in 1965. Toivo continued 
forming unl the spring of 1875, when he sol the 
place tThomas F, Wicks. He eoainued tolive 
fn the farm unl September, 1973, wien he was 
{ound dead Inthe sauna by nis uncle, Ba Likala. 
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(ARISEN) (UUTAKYLA, GUST) — by Sylvia 
Thorkman 

Gust" Uutakyla nag travelled extensively 
‘tore coming To Canada He fought inthe Boer 
‘Wary during Which he was taken prisoner end 
Sento serve fe imprisonment at Devils sland 
Wile there he accomplished the greatest feat 
‘own to man: after much planning, Gust and 
Hi frend decided to swim the shark infested 
‘waters the mainland, They had al plane made 
Sndome dar rainy night they made tet escape 
‘They swam mast of the aight His pal was nota 
Strong ‘swimmer and begned Gust Yo g0.on 
‘without him. He never made if to land. Gust 
nade ft fo freedom and he was later pardoned 
‘Because no man had ever been able survive 
howe waters 

‘Gust worked tn the copper mines in Bute, 
Montana’ also panned gold slong the northert 
vers He came tthe Salma set n 3902 and 
homesteaded in Ne 0a02W. He was very a 
tive fa community affairs and was instrumental 
In forming the Salma Schoo! Distriet and the 
bulling of the sekoo. 

‘White Working nthe copper mines in Bust ne 
contacted afunginfection of whieh he dled ands 
Strid in the ol Gilby Cemetery. 








KOPSALA, ANDREW 

"Andrew Kopeata tas born in Finland in 1855 
and died in 198, Hs fe, va, was also bora in 
inland, in 1858 and dled In 182, 

‘Andrets entered the U.S.A. (9185, settling in 
\Wooming, where he lived for about IS years. In 
1908 he move to Red Lodge, Montana, and con 

inued north, to Alber, tn 191 

‘As more fomesteaders came ito the Eckville 
area there became a need for people siled Sn 
‘Varlous trades. Andrew Kopsala fled the need 
{or siled carpenters. He setted In Bekvilie and 
built many fine houses, some of whieh are stl 
Standing and being used todas. He was a fine 
finishing carpenter, and could design and bull 
very intricate banisters and pilars. Whenever 
{here was a death In The community he was 
alled upon to bulla the eottin, 

Tn adaition (0 his carpentty skills, Andrew 
‘used toa hides and make the leather into shoes 
or-harness, It hls later years he took great 
Seught in his grandenilaren, and spent much 
{lime making skis for them so that they could en 
Joye winter snows. 

(of their seven children 14a and John 
‘remained inthe U.S.A. when the parents came to 
‘Alberta, Pete and Charite later returned to ihe 
States and made their homes n Washington 
Helga and Selma married ie ‘Talson brothers, 
and, along with Dek, they have made thelr 
homes in Alber 








KOSKI, JOHN ALEXANDER JR. 

John Koskl Jr. was born In Oulu, Finland on 
‘Maren 2, 1888 and he was nine years of age when 
he-came ith Ms mother and sister Elzabeth in 





{807 to Jolm hls father John Sr. in Rock Springs, 
Wyoming, USA. who had emigrated 40 the 
United States before them. 

The famly lived in Rock Springs for sx years 
‘where John Sr, Worked in the mines. Three more 
{chlldren were bora fo them during those years 
Ellen and set of twine who died tn fatency. 

‘John Sr- heard much talk ofthe Red Deer ds 
twiet in Alberta, Canada and of the homesteads 
Svallable there. He decided to see for himeeit 
What It was like and try his hand at farming. He 
‘Seat ls wife and daughters back to thelr former 
home In Finiand and shortly after thelr arrival 
theve, another daughter, Sela, was born 

‘Mf. Koakl arrived n feed Decrin the Spring of 
1908 and lea homestead rights ona quarter see 
tion of land six mies west and a half mile south 
bf Sylvan Lake now owned by E, éuth, John Je 
Sirrived a few weeks later_and Sled on the 
homestead adjoining his Father's land a few 
years later, They stayed with Mr. and Mfrs. Matt 
Harju until they’ allt a one room log house. Me, 
Koski brought a sewing machine from the Uaited 
States but the rest of the. furniture was 
homemade. That ‘Fall, Mrs. Koski and three 
daughters arrived from Finland. Two acres of 
{and had been cleared and broken that frst 
Stonmer and some potatoes had been planted at 
Hlarju's but ahall storm rained the op and very 
few potatoes were harvested, During the winter 
‘onthe AM. Koski and son John worked at he 
Crow's Nest Pass mines laying mine rallways, 
John Jr, ‘also helped bulld the Grand ‘Trunk 
allway in Jasper A team of horses were bought 
for the farm but one dled a did many horses that 
Year from an unknown disease As harses Were 
Expensive. and. money’ scarce, Mr. Iosk Im 
provised a one horse slelgh by’ puting a box on 
throat runners of  bobsleigh and attacking 
double shafts, Two cows were bought and butter 
kas made and traded for groceries in Rea Deer. 
When the Ti. Millar cheese factory was bull 
the milk was sold there, Griet came fo the family 
When thelr ite daughier Sena died after afew 
days ines 

“John Jr. worked many summers at Red Deer 
clearing lana ang delng construction work. le 
‘would walk the 29 miles home every to weeks, 
Stay overalght and walk back again. In 1912 Mr 
‘and Mis. Koski’ second home, a tree room log 
house burned dowa. They Tost nearly all hele 
hovsenold elects and there was no insurance, 
After the re, astorey anda ha nouse was Bul 

Flleabeth Koski married John Kemila of 
cauby, they hed a family of five ehldren, Onty 
pe member of that farally survives, Selma 
(irs. George Lantt) of Eamonton. Ellen Kost 
‘married William Bond of Nebrask. 

‘rs, Koskl dled after briet ines in 1914 
John Sr. married Mss, Elmina Moilanen of 
Butte, Montana In 1818, who had three daughters 
bya former marriage. The only child of Mr 
‘Kosht’s second marriage, Hazel, lives in British 
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‘Columbia. Mr. Koski, Sr. passed away during the 
‘summer of 1881 

“John Jt. farmed with his Father unt 119, 
when he married ils Hilda Tormala Who came 
{o the dsirit from Futhburg, Massachusetts 
Soon after they lett to make thelr home i 
Portland Oregon, they lived there for two years 
fand during that lime thelr daughter Ellen was 
‘orn, They returned to Alberta and the Eekvlle 
dlsrit in 121, Land was bought one mile north 
of the former Saima Sehoo!. SW 22-392 WS, 

Soha Kost! Jr. was always in demand during 
Jong’ threshing ‘periods when separators and 
Steam engines were. used. In each outfit of 12 
‘men or more, he was alas the separator man, 
"Hesldes clearing the heavily Wooded land duting 
the summers Re worked as foreman on Toad 
‘maintenance crews 

"in the fall of 981 Mr, and Mrs. Kosk thelr 
cnlldren, Ellen and Wired went to. Europe 
Spending over two vears In Russia and Fina 
Following their retarn with the Depression at its 
helght It wasn't easy to make a now beginning 
However, "Mr. ‘Koski managed. to open 
blacksmith stop in Ekville to. work. at his 





former trade. He operated the shop for 15 Years 
‘and workedlater al the Co-op Lumber yard while 
iis son Wilired aid trucking. 


SI 


Ellen Koski married Walter Wolma of Sylvan 
Lake in 1931 and. they lived on” the. Wola 
omestead until 1957 when they ‘moved to 
Calgary. Walter Wolma passed avay in 1300 and 
hls widow Is.now re, Brno Olszewskt of 
Calgary. "Wiltred Koski. married Miss Elsie 
Kangas of Edmonton in 1959 and they lve In 
Eekville. Both Mr. and Mrs. John Kosi Wil be 
Femembered as neighborly, peaceloving people 
‘who had a kindly word forall John Kos ied a 
the’ Eekville Municipal Hospital December 2, 








1964, aged 76, Mrs. Hilda Kosid passed away in 
the Bekvlle Hospiial July 8, 1868 at the age of 
years, Both are buried inthe Kuusamo 
Gemetery. Besides their children there are two, 
trandehldren, Mrs. Doreen Kelly of Red Deer 
Sind Gordon Wolma of Calgary, aso five great 
irandehlldren and one great-great grande 


JOHN P. KOSKI — by Arnie Koski 

‘fz. John Keskie came from Harma, Finland, 
and his wife eame trom Karvia TurunLaanl, 
Finland, where she had been born on August 24, 
1885, Mana hes. Kosi were married a Frank, 
‘Aorta in 105 He was a miner at Frank, andes 
aped death in the Frank Side because he Was 
‘ay’on the busines of ling on a homestead on 
the westside of Syivan Lake. 

"Thelr oldest daughter, Lompl Marie, was 
born om the homestead, in 1911 they sola the 
omestead and bought a farm in the Saima dis 
tiiet, where the other children, Arnie, Ellen 
land Eiie were born. All of the children were 
tor at home, and they all recelved thelr schoo! 
Ing al Salma school, 








Horses were valuable property in those days, 
for travelling was done by horse and buggy of 
Sleighs in the wintertime, Farming Was all done 
‘wlla the benefit of horse power, too. The family 
Falsed most of thelr food by having a Dig garden 





every year, by milking cows, raising chickens 
for meat afd eggs, and raising hogs. 

In those days neighbors and friends helped 
eachother, especially at threshing ime, and a0 
‘when the reads needed maintenance. Our 
Yeereation ‘was mainly having frleads and 
helghbors drop in, or going visting on Sundays, 
4s wel as plenics, ball games, sehcl concerts, 
plays and dances at the loeal halls, and swim: 
Fring in the lake during the summer 

"fae tamily bought a farm in the Boyle isteict 
nm 199, This was on the north end of the lake 
‘They lived there until the time of thelr death 
dnd their som Arnie farmed i until the eerly 
ims, 

‘Lemp Marie married Raymond Wesley Kirk 
sn Calgary. They have two daughters and a son, 
‘Marie passed away in Calgary on September 3, 
wi, 

‘Arnie married Lemp! Valley in 1949, Lempi 
passed avray In 970, On December 22, 1%, Ar 
bie married again. This time he married Lucy 
‘Noures and they are now living in Bentley 

licen married Wired Portin in September 
ot 1900. "They moved to Vancouver ana lived 
{here for a period of ime, later returang tothe 
Sylvan Lae district. Wilired passed away In 
Maren, 160 

tie married Spencer Wilson in 184. At that 
time. Spencer wae in the services and. was 
$atloned in Red Deer, He served overseas from 
‘Apr, 192 until 148, They lives in Calgary Util 
belng transferred fo Edmonton in 1811. They 
have a daughter. 


KUGE, FRANK — by Sylvia Thorkman 

‘Frank Kuge, of German descent, came from 
‘Kansas tothe Eokviledteet in early 1900s 
find homesteaded the SE 540205. The land Is 
how owned by the Petia’. 

"He was a very ambitious man, He cleared his 
land and built buildings which at the present 
time are stil standing 

He died accidently when he was hitching his 
horses on the binder, The horses bolted and he 
‘was run over withthe binder, Nothing s known, 
‘ogarding hs relatives 


KUSISTO, MIKE — by Mrs. Roland Lewis 

‘My folis, Mr. and Ms. Mike Kusist, moved 
to the Sik. Mai3.W2, in 19 and moved away 
tizain in M04, Dad never dia ell the place — he 
fut ef (thinking he would go back but never 
made It The county oF state later tok It for tax 











When the folks came out of Canada they 
setiled in Spokane, Washington, They lived there 
for several years. Dad worked in wheat whlle in 
{hat area, Two brothers and myselt were born in 
Spokane and’ brother was born in Idaho and 
‘another one in Oregon, 

‘Mother often talked about the place they 
startea to homestead in Canada and how Dad 
‘ult the log cabin they lived in. She Ilked Tt 


there. They had a daughter born in the cabin 
there, Dut she did’ ve. At that te there was 
ho town of Fekvlle. Red Deer was the nearest 
foven My’ mother never ald get back To Canada 
ster they lett in 1904 





LAHTL, KONSTA AND FANNIE 

‘ongta Lab was born May 4 1878, a Wirrat 
Finland. His wite Fannie’ Uijes "was. born 
February 1, 150. 

Leaving bis wile and familly behind, Konsta 
‘ame to Canada in 192. The family followed the 
hext year. They had four children, Lydia was 
born ‘April 2, J8n2. Lard born August 9, 1904, 
Giga born aiareh 2,190 and Elna born Apr 8, 

Tine family ved on the Vitor Vianen farm in 
the: Saima District for a time, later taking & 
homestead south of Condor, his property is 
owned by Kaspersons, who are sil living In he 
homestead home built by Mr Labi 

‘Mrs Lani passed away in 1514 and is buried 
in the Kausamo Cemetery. Mr. Lantt passed 
ray to 91 and Ie bared in the Hespero 

remetery’ 

Tydis married Me. Slemko in Nordegge and 
they have three daughters, Fannie Bishop of 
Calgary, Jessle Hamilton af Hay River, NAW, 
Judy Bortale living at Cross Lake, Manitoba 
‘judy and her husband both teach school there 

‘Laurl married Naim! Sutela and they have 
two sons Barry and Berne. Barry is married to 
Grace Greenwood and they nave four children — 
Kevin, Karen, Kelle and Karla. Barry, Grace 
and family ive a Oliver, B.C. Berale is married 
io Rosemary ‘Martin’ and they have two 
fdeughters — Angela “and Jody. Berle and 
Rosemary reside on a farm SE 2.38.05 south 
of Bebe 

(Olga married Lloyd Harvey and they live in 
Rosebury, Oregon. They have five children 

ino tarvied Eva Tasilla and made thelt 
home on the Osear Lind farm, SW 15384 WS in 
the Hespero District. Eno, beside helping Oseat 
fon the farm, was a carpenter who bull! many 
homes and cupboards in the district, 

ing passed away November, 1961 and is 
buried inthe Hespero Cemetery. 








LEPISTO, HENRY AND JOHN — written by 
Syivia Thorkman 

Henry and John Leplsto were born in the 
iland’on an island elose to Out, They im 
rlgrated tothe Unitea States of America Henry 
‘WoFked inthe soe! mines in Wyoming unl con 
Ing te Canada tohorestead the NW 35.3915 In 
1902. 

Hie was a hard worker and a good neighbour 
‘An ardent fisherman, he knew the exact time 
‘when fishing was at is best and ustally came 
back from a fishing trip with plenty of fish for 
Rimselt and the neighbors along the wa. 

Tn 19i, his health deteriorated and he passed 
away. He was burled n the Kuusamo Cemetery. 
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Afler Henry's passing, his brother John arrived 
from Butte, Montana, and stayed to farm 
Henry's lan. 

‘John was an athletic man and a long-distance 
runner. “His travelling: method was to. walk 
‘wherever he Went, His Taverite pastime was 
eading, and Ne was also a capable speaker 

"In the 1990's he sold the farm to Susie Byt 
tynen and bought CPR. land, the SW 1403-5, 
‘here he raised cattle and’ large flocks. of 
Turkeys. During ils Years onthe farm Re was ol" 
helghbourhood veterinarian, and. was ‘always 
willing to help whenever called wpon. John sald 
his tar in Toi fo Lorme MeMann. and retired fo 
the town of Bekville where he nad purchased @ 
Small house. ile passed aivay in 197, at the age 
ff 7 years and was buried in the Eckvile 
Cemetery. 


LOURKOLA, MR. AND MRS. DAVID 

Ms, and Mrs, Davia Loukkola immigrated to 
‘Boston, Mass, in the 1800's, They arrived in the 
Salma district in 905 Romesteading the SE 7-40 
25, They had one daughter Selma, who married 
Chris Oaberg of the Sunset district. Selma and 
her daughter returned to the United States in 
i, 

Tr, and Mrs, Loukkola sold thelr farm, 
retired to Beeville, where they pasted away’ In 
the 1940, 


[UOMA, ERICK AND OTHEALIA — by Mrs 

(One of the ploncer fale to homestead in 
tne” Selma ‘strict’ was’ Erick. and Otheala 
Luoma. Brick end Othealla and thelr two Sons, 
‘John and Rey, arrived in the strict In 1907 em: 
Inigtating from Diamongville, Wyoming, USA. 
‘They were both born in Alva, Finland, im 
migrating to the United States as children, The 
Tuoma’s in Finland went by the name "tur. 
sila” Mrs. Luoma's maiden name tn Finland 
Was Harlu, which was changed to Johnson when 
they arrived in the United States, 




















When they arrived inthe Salma district they 
homesteaded the NE_S1-982.5W. This quarter 
tras covered by dense bush. Theirs task was to 
build a og house, Eriok had to borrow an axe 
‘with whieh to cut ine logs. This homestead house 
‘vas standing unt) approximately 192, when It 
‘was demolished. After lots ofhard work clearing 
the land Erick began breaking the sod, using his 
first team ~ an ox and a small red pony. During 
{he winter months he was empleyed In coal 
imines at Nordegg 

The Luomas fad a family of 12 children — 
lght sons and four daughters. The eldest son, 
Soni, will be remembered by many’ people fo! 
Ihe great love of music, John could be heard 
playing his violin at many dances and partes, 
He would either wall or drive a team to the hall 
He lived on the farm all hs life, helping his 
father with the farming, He also owned: and 
farmed his ow quarter, SE 32.382. WS, This was 
Tocated on the shore af Sylvan Lake. On October 
38, 964 Jonn passed away at the age of 82, death 
ising eausea by cancer 

Ray 1s married and farms at Wetaskiwin, 
wnere he has been for several years. He has 
‘epson and 2 daughter, Uro and Golde. Ele! is 
married and retired at Alberta Beach after 
farming for several years in that district. He 
enlisted in the army during the World War TL 
‘While in the service he was in a train Wwreek, 
‘hich severely injured his back- He sl Suffers 
[isa result of the injury 

Sylva was married fo Elmer Lund from the 
Kgusamo distrlet, where they farmed, and 
‘where Svivia resided ‘ntl her passlag In 
January of 1857 a the age of years. 

"Their family offve sons ana two daughters is 
‘as follows: Arne. (Matt) lives in Teasdale, 
Saskatchewan, where he is employed as a Jail 
Guard. He farmed for several years in the 
Hsdale area. Matt also served In the army. 

ino is retired, and lives in Focky Mouniatn 
House. He worked Tor several years. in the 





lumber camps west of Rocky Mountain House 
‘and in the Crimson Lake Park, 

“Ernest and his two sons reside in Los Angeles, 
Emest isa machiist ina stall factory. Hls wite 
passed ava’ in 1989 from eliver ailment. Ernest 
iso worked in Montreal and Buffalo, New York, 
Usa. 

‘Marie is married to Frank Gabara, They lve 
at Alberta Beach where Frank works, They have 
ieee sons. 

Eugene now owns and operates the Luoma 
homestead, He also served in the army during 
World War if unt ne was discharged because of 
heumstie fever. 

‘Mariam is married to Ernest Swartz, who 
works at Fort Mesfurray on the Symerude proj 
bet, They have two sons and one daughter. 

‘Elvira is married to Clifford Lawrence, who 
farms at Pine Lake, Cikf ana Bvira have three 
Gaughters and {wo sons. Elmer Is married to 
‘Sine Lund (nee Lauritsen) and ives and farms 
inthe Kuusamo disrit. He has a step-daughter, 
Step son, and a son. Elmer also owns and farms 
the lakeshore quarier which John owned, Prior 
tonls marriage he worked on the DEW. Line a5 
2 heavy-duty mechanic 

Trek and Othealla returned to Eekvlle in 
1951, where they bull anew home rs. Luoma’ 
health began fo fal and she spent a great deal of 
Hime in hospital. She passed away January 7, 
1W5E, Mr, Lioma passed away only five Weeks 
following his wife's death, February 16, 1988 

(Othesita contracted the tu during’ he ep: 
demic of 1818, and. la" in bed for months. 
However, the doctors came tothe farm, giving 
medical ald. Soon after recovering from the fit 
‘Marie as born. 















































‘The frame housein which Eugene still esiées 
was bult in Isi?. Exnest was the fret ela born 
Inthe present house. The sauna was bull n 1885, 
fd Was used every Saturday night until about 
12, Many fiends and relatives would gather on 
Saturday nights for the very popular Finnish 
Bath 

“The first tractor purchased was a John Deere 
1521 Model D. A thfee botlom plow Was Bought 
‘long with the tractor, and the price was $90, 
4W55. The firs ear was a Model T Ford, which 
‘Was traded fora buza sate motor. Jokn would go 
‘thou! the nelghborhood, sawing huge woodplles 
{o last the long eold winter, since no coal Was 
ume 

"The family managed quite well during the 
time of ration books beeause, witha large family 
there were lots of stamps. They lived mainly off 
the land, hunting, fishing, and raising big gar 
en, This, combined with the alle and’ eggs 
produced on the farm, Teft ute fo buy. 

‘One memory which stands out’ in most 
ploneer farnles is the large threshing. gangs 
Whlen moved from farm to farm, The threshing 
bbegan i October and would last fortwo weeks or 
more, until everyone's grain was inthe bin. The 
froma of the fne cooking coming from the coun: 
‘BY kitchens would make Your mouth water 

‘The children were all born at home, with a 
midwite in attendance, Allthe children took thelt 
Schooling at'Salma. ‘The children took Urns 
‘oing janitor work, such as sweeping floors, 
packing in wood and water, cleaning, 
Blackboards and’ bullding fires. These chores 
‘were done on a monthly basis atthe rate ot $5.00, 
er month 

‘Ray and Joha were some ofthe first students 
{ogoto ihe Salma Schoo, which was bullt in 1907 
have heard it told that the man teacher would 
{2 across the road from the school during class 
{smoke a pipe and eat blueberries, whieh were 
very plentiful inthe area at that tie. 


‘MAKI, BILL AND MIRIAM — by Mrs. Bil Mik 

Tn the spring. of 1942 We left the erled-out 
prairie’ of Manyberries ‘and. moved to. the 
Ecckville area In searen of greener pastures, and 
kgreener they. were. We loved the lush green 
Erowth of grass, shrubs and trees. It" was 

auliful ots ater belag used tothe bare brown 
prairie, was also a great deal wetter. That 
Simmer was unusually rainy. Tae sun would be 
shining brighlly, and the next miaute 1 would 
pour with hardly cloud insight 

‘We rented the Fritz Kiana farm north of 
ekville for that year. The road Into town Was 
not gravelied, and many was the time that we 
‘were stuck In one of the many. mud ‘oles, 
Sometimes even having {0 leave the ld car and 
‘walk home. The farm buildings were located in 
the bend ofthe river, with the fields onthe other 
side That meant fording the river to get the 











‘machinery tothe leds. There was a narrow foot 
bridge constructed of poles driven into the river 
bed and two planks tovwalk on, 1 had to erase on 
{his Bridge to tae luneh tothe men Inthe felds, 
‘Our boys, Stanley and Howard, were two and 
‘our years of age atthe te and was always so 
Strald that they would follow me sd fall {2 the 
Tiver. Old Grandpa Kona stayed on the farm 
‘with us and kept an eye on the boys while Twas 
one but It was sil quite a worry. The boys 
followed Grandpa Kinna tmerever he went. He 
‘would tall to them in Estonian, which, naturally, 
They’ ald not understand aad ihey would ran 
{elle that “Grandpa Is swearing atus again” 

"HL T9H8we worked for El Murt on hs farm in 
the Kuusamo district. 1 was a busy summer and 
We enjoyed our stay there. ‘The boys lked to 
follow Bi around the farm, helping to x the 
‘tractors by putting afew seks and trgs into the 
{5 tank, and learned a few choice wards In the 
‘Finnish language fn the process. 

Tn Td we purchased the Adolph Talson farm 
in the Saima ise, We lived here antl 194 
‘When we moved info Eckeille 1 went to work at 
Forhan's Pharmacy, and Blii drove the school 
bus and continued farming operations unt 1968, 
‘when we sold the farm to Pred Muro 

‘Our third son, Kenneth, was born in 1945, The 
clder boys aftended Salma sehool until it was 
losed and they began bussing the chldeen into 
Eckville.-Kenneth started school i Eckville 
‘when the Salma school was closed, 

Bl worked forthe county fall ime after sel. 
lng the farm, unt 197, when ne went to work at 
the Bekville Hospital where ne was employed un 
{i the fal of 1873. Then he obtained employment 
at the Alberia Schoo! Hospital in Red Deer In 
{ansportation. continued to work at Forhan’s 
Pharmacy unt 173. In May, 1874, we sold our 
property in Eekvile and moved to Red Deer, 
there we still reside, 

Stanley married Helen Covlin ta 1962, They 
have two sons, Camron and Wendell. They ive i 
Rocky Mountain House, where Stan is manager 
ofthe Creal Union, 

Howard married Helen MeGowan_of Red 
Deer in 1860, and they have a daughter, Shannon, 
land two sons, Brent and Toad. Howard Is per 
Sonnel administratar at the Michener Centre in 
Red Deer 

‘Kenneth married Peggy Welsh of Calgary tn 
Agr. They ve in Cranbrook, British Columba 
‘Ken is a manager with a frm of chartered 2¢- 
ountants and Pegay Is a registered nurse tthe 
‘Cranbrook hospital 

‘in 19 Bis parents, Grandma and Granpa 
‘Male old their farm in Manybersies and moved 
fo tne Bekvle area, They bulla house on our 
arm, which was lar moved to ekvie, Grand: 
pa Maki passed away in July of 1988, atthe age of 
Elin iv Grandma Maki ls stil in good health 
af the age of #2. she makes her home at the 
Eckville Manor House, but stil maintains her 
town ome in Eekvile 








MAKI, ERICK — by Mrs. Helen Doray 

‘Erl Makl was born at YitHarm®, Vaasa, 
Finland, in 168, He married at the age of 23 and 
lmmigrated fo the USA. atthe age of 25 years, 
His son, Gust, was one year old when is father 
moved to the US. 

‘Enik worked on the railroad in Montana for 
twa years He then moved to Wyoming where he 
‘worked in the coal mines. He brought his site 
[ind son, Gust, to Wyoming in 1886, A daughter, 
Mary’ was bora to them in 2888, at Carbon, 
Wyoming. Enies vile died at Rock Springs it 
1887, after aong ilness. In 1894 he married 
Sanna-Maria Kirkkomakl, aYecent widow. They 
hada son, Oiva (Jack) in 1895. In January, 195, 
‘Erfand his tamily immigrated tothe Salma dls: 
{riet of Red Deer, Norn West Territories, where 
hie and hls son, Cust, ed on homesteads. They 
bult'a home oa Erik's land and proved up thle 
(guarters, NW-1602 Ws and SW 10.392 WS. Gust 
‘Worked in he coal fields of the Crow's Nest Pass 
‘uring the winter months 

‘Erik and ‘Sanna-Mavla had three more 
ellgren during this period: Helm (Helen) in 
19, Ina fn 1005, and ino in 1901 Sanna Maria 
‘led afew days after giving life to Fino 

‘Erk Malt was authorized by the Missouri 
‘Synod of the Latheran Chureh fo baptize and (0, 
aiflelate at funerals, He performed these func: 
fons for the Finnish communities of the Im. 
‘mediate area as long as hs heath permitted, He 
died on July 5, 1998, and he lies beside hls Wit, 
Sénna-Maria, in the Kuusamo cemetery. 

‘Gust continued to work Inthe coal mies dur. 
Ing the winter and at clearing land during the 
Suramertioe untill 194, when World War tas 
declared. Gust jolned up early in 1235 and served 
fverseas untll April, 1919, He then resumed 
{arning hls father’s homesiead, 

‘Gust became a councilor forthe Municipality 
of Lorne, and secretary for the Saima Schoo! 
District, He later became a Secretary for the 
‘enlarged schoo! district of Rocky Mountain 

















House, Gust also acted as advisor and inter 
preterfor the Finns ofthis district. During these 
Sears Gust continued to farm is father’s 
Griginel homestead Jointly with hs sister, Mary, 
{ander husband, John Mak, wo owned the ad- 
Joining quarter. This quarter had been Gust's od 
omestead. When John Maki dled Im 1963 Gust 
fand Mary sold out and moved to Sylvan Lake, 
Where they retired. Gust died in 1963 and Mary 
tied in 1989, They, and John Mak, are buried in 
fhe Kuusamo cemetery. 

Mary Maki married Jobn Makl (no relation), 
‘a nomesteader from the Rocky Mountaln louse 
Gistet, in Is10. ‘They ‘bad. two. children — 
{almte, born in 181, ana Waltri, born tn 198 








(Ofva (Jacke) Maki ves at Houston, B.C. 

Helm, (Mrs, Helen Doray) has a son, Ray. 
mond, living at Vancouver, wo granddaughters 
fd tive great-granscalaren. 

ina (Airs. FE. Stunden) lives in Slerra 
Madre, California, and has two daughters and 
fe grandentlaren, 

"sino Maki lives in Edmonton. He has three 
sons, a daughter, and (eo grandehliaren, 

Talmle Maki, daughter’ of John and. Mai 
‘Mai, taught Seo! for 10 years In the Greater 
Rocky Sehool Division and then worked for 30 
‘Years in the External Affairs Depariment of the 
{ederal’ government at Ottawa, ‘she is now 
retired and lives in her home at Sylvan Lake, 

Walid Mak, son of John and Mary Maki, 
tives in Red Deer. 








JOHN AND NONI MARSHAL OF EDMONTON 

‘We stumbled upon our lakefront property 
aceldeat, In 1957, while our daughters were at 
the ¥ Camp, we learned from Mr. Chatile 
Donalson that apiece of land was forsale onthe 
feast side of the lake. We stopped to ask directions 
from a farmer who was repalring his Tractor 
‘The farmer was Walter Johnson and the next 
‘morning’ we purchased our present proper) 
‘om hin 

Th 1888 we Bult a log cabin which we sola in 
1962 to Mi. and Mrs. red PIU of Calgary, and 
Immediately startea bulding the cottage which 
We now occupy. It has been our pleasure to be 
part of this frends comunity for the past 20 
Sears. 


MICKELSON, MATT 
‘Matt Mickelson came to Mandan, North 
Dakota, U.S.A. wth his father trom Yiivesks, 
Oulu, Finland In 1882 at the age of ten years 
Ten years ler, in 1852, he was joined by his 
mother; sister Fredricka and brotter, August 

‘Mati Mickelson married ‘Katrina. Maria 
Kangas in North Dakota after her areval from 
Haspajarvi, Ranta, Oululanl, Finland in 1892 
‘Matt and Katrina had 10 chiléren, all bora in 
North Dakota. These included Amanda, August 
‘Ama, Jenale (deceased), Frank (deceased), 
‘Matt’ Hilda, ‘Fann, tins eddie and Lilian 
‘Jennie and Franke are burted in North Dakota, 

‘On April 2, 1910, the family moved to Seven 
Persons, Alberta, Later they moved to Many 
berries, Alberts. ‘This Is where three of thelr 
enlldren were bora: Hija on April 28,190, the 
fay after thle arsival; Hilma in 1812, and Hatte 
inisis, 

For 15 years the famlly lived on the 
homestead st Manyberres, In 1828 they moved 
to the Eexvile distriet on NE 70-26, Two of 
thelr chlldren, Matt Jr. and Lllan, passed away 
st Manyberries, 

Mat was avery active and capable man who 
could operate any machine, He was a First 
Worta War veteran. In 1858, Matt pasted away, 
the age of 65 years 

Katrina passed away in 189 atthe age of §T 
years, Bothre buried inthe Eckville Cemetery 
Ot their entdren, August, Hilda, Fannie, Annie, 
Hilja,Hilma and Hale survive. 











‘THE HERMAN MURTO FAMILY 

‘Herman and Johanna Muro Were among the 
carly setlers af the Salma Distt. 

“rman, who was bora in Finland on October 
25,1872 and his wite Johanna born December 4 
‘sid emigrated to Iron River, Michigan, 8 min 
Ing town, in 185, A son, Paul, was born to them 
there. After workdng In the copper mines for & 
fev months, hey lef olive at Seaside, Oregon, 
‘Two sons, Alexander and Ei were born ther, in 
April 1807 and March 1903, respectively. After 
‘cutting and saving tal Trees in Oregon for ive 
‘years, Herman with his wife and thelr three 
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small sons travelled to Canada to the 
Mansherries district in Southern Alberta in 810, 
‘where they took up farming. On October 16,1814, 
2 daughter, Lilla was born, On October 25; 193 
Illa passed avvay at the age of 10 years, 

Tn he fall of 192, Herman, his wife and three 
sons came by train tothe Hespero district ten 
fing a quarter of land rom Jerry Macdonell — 
SE 23405. ‘They-drought with them thelr 
animals that they nad in Manyberres. After one 
fda naif years: in the spring of 1925 hey moved 
{othe Saima district to See. 10.302.W5 which 
they had purchased from Fraak Jenkins, Again, 
Sadness it the family In February, 1938 when 
Paul. passed away at Kelth Sanitorium in 
Calgary at the age of 23 years 

‘Gn Apri 10, 1834 Alex married Selja Tastila 
of the Evergreen strict, They haves 
ehlldren: Selma, born in. November, 1835 
married to Jack Saar! of the Hespero district 
‘They have four children. Eileen, born June, 1900, 
presently ilving n Calgary, Walter, bora in Oc 
{ober 1943. Fred, born ini, 1946 and Willams, 
‘orm in Januery, 198. All ive and farm with 
thelr parents an the family farm. Alice, born in 
August, 1956, presently” going’ to school in 
Calgary. Ellen, born November 11,1905 passed 
‘away in 2839 and ls buried in the family plot of 
the Kuusamo Cemetery."The thee older ctilécen 
fltended school at Salma antl 900 when they 

















attended school at Benalto for one year, In the 
fall of 1891, bus service transporied them t0 
Eeckeille where all have graduated 

Tn 194, Herman and Johanna purchased the 
[NE 1038.2: from O, Umar and moved There tO 
live 

"Ei, the youngest of the Herman Murto fam: 
ly, farmed with his parents and brother Alex un 
1h 1996 when he pueehasea hs own land in the 
Kuusamo district (NW 27-382-W), and went on 
bis own. In 1946 he moved in ta live with his 
Parents onto the quarter bought from 0. Umarl, 
Whlen now is his present nome. 

‘Herman passed aay In March, 1955 at the 
age of #2 years and Johanna passed away In 
May, 1960 at the ae of 85 years, 


NELSON, EDWIN AND TERRY — SW 19-02. 
ws 

win B. Nelson was born in E¢monton on 
May 18,1800, He was raised and educated In Jar 
le, Alberta, where, on. August 20, 1855 he 
‘married Therese Allarie from the same hamlet, 
‘ho was.borm February 13,1983, Tele first home 
Was In Devon, Alberta where thelr frst three 
{hllaren were born: Richard, November 18,1955, 
Elaine, December 1, 1886 and Darryl, Apel 
1858 Inthe spring of 1988 Edwin et Eperial Ot 
land became employed In Cessford, Alberta by 
Hudson's Bay Oll and Gas, One month later he 
Was transferred 10 the pipeline division and 
faved to Olds, where "hey remalned” uxt] 
December of the same year. They then moved to 
Red Deer, where thelr youngest daughter, 
Shirley, was bora on June 1 188, In October of 
4866 th opportunity arose for Ewin fo full a 
lifelong dream to own and operate a farm, when 
hls Job took him to the Eeevile area. 

‘suppose the mest inriguing part ofthis farm 
was ‘having our very own steam bath house 
[After having lived in towns and elties all of thet 
lives the children were fascinated by all the 
space there was ona farm, and thought tt Would 








{ake months to explore it all. T tok all of us a 
While fo adjust fo tne new Ife on a farm, Dut we 
Find ie most worttamile 

‘Elaine mareied Sid Anderson from the Pigeon 
Lake area on October 13,1973. They are now i 
{gin Eekvile and have we daughiers, Tammy, 
age three years and Todi, age nine months 

lek married Charlene Berze fromthe 
Benlley Distret on September 77, 1995, and they 
fe presently residing in Blackfalds, Alberta 
‘They have one daughter, Viekle, who was bors 
on August 1,197 


[NBSS, JOUN ~ by Sylvia Thorkaman 

“ohn Ness was orn in Sweden. He came to 
British Columbla where he worked as a logger 
before coming to the Hckville district 10 
homestead SW -402N: 

John was a happy-go-lucky type, who plaved 
hls’ accordion, and enjoyed dancing the Sean 
Ginavian polka. He often spoke of iis desire fo 
move back to British Columbia, This Is exactly 
what he did. Selling bis land in 2824 to Fred 
Erlekson, he returned to Boswell, B.C. He 
operated 'a ferry across Kootenay Lake for 
number of years. He passed away at Boswell 


‘NIEMI, ISAAC (JR.) AND JEAN 

Tate Neri Jr (ike) was bora in Eckvile in 
1808 and married ean Juvtl In 1904 The B03 of 
thelr three cnfidren, Betty, was bora in the 
Bentley hospital Apri 14, 1985, ean was taken 
{he nosptalon April 3, the day'of the worst liz 
zard ofthe Year, with George Ignatlus’ car. You 
fever saw fo more nervous men than Ike and 
George when they got stuck in ihe snow three 
times. Tke got a ride with Fred Moos to the 
hospital the day Betty was bora, but had to walk 
‘ack 18 mes 

Tke's first car was 9 1928, 490 Chevrolet. It 
cost him ony 18, but al his wages went into gas, 
‘This car gave all the young folks great enjoy 
‘ment te drove all summer without a lense for 
the ear, and sometimes, when the gates weren't 
open, he would drive right through them. 

“When Betty was three months od the family 
moved to a sawmill souwrest of Rocky Mou 
{ain House, run by August Moro, Otto Moro 
drove them there through mud ana pouring ain, 
{oa shack with no doors or windows. They frst 
Setup the baby's evi, put her to sleep, and then 
Setup the stove and started putting in doors and 
‘windows, The rainfall continued for a week, sit 
was hard to ary out anything 

“Jean's fest Fefrgerator was made by Tke. It 
wad a square wooden framewith burlap sacks al 
Around it vith a water pan ontop. The ends of the 
Dunlap sacks were inthe water and acted 
leks to keep the sides cool. 

"The frst Years of their marriage during the 
depression saw many hard limes. Wages were $1 
{tday i one could find work. The joke was “let's 
favour the onions with potatoes for supper In 
stead of the potatoes with onions for a change.” 














‘Many a prairie chicken, partridge and rabbit, 
‘were shot for the table 

"They moved from the sawmill to Eckville 
where thelr second child, Janet, was bor at 
home in’ 1996. They. moved around the area 
because of the scarcity of work for a number of 
Years: then moved to the coast of British Colum. 
bia in 198 where their son Douglas was bora in 
a 








Ike and Jean have made many trips back to 
the Bekville area te see old friends and the old 
homestead, The original Rouse and bara stil 
stand 

They are now retired and lving in 
Aldergrove, B.C-on an acreage owned by thelr 
aughter Betty and her husband David Torsky. 
Dave and Belty have three. enldren and one 
grandson, Janet is married to Ronald Dinsdale. 
They live in Kamloops, B.C. and have to 
children. Douglas 1s married to Diana Cheney 
They lve in Port Moody, B.C. and have one 
cht, 


‘NIEMLISAAC AND JUUTI-GUST FAMILIES — 
As related by the Family 

Dag, Isaac Siem, was bor in Kuusamo 
Finland fh 187. His family was one of the more 
‘uecesstul render Keepers there, having more 








than 1,000 head. He immigrated to the United 
States In 1895 where he worked in 8 copper mine 
fn Butte, Montana,. While there he married 
‘Emma Erickson in i90, She Was born tn 1884 in 
Haneoek, AMfenigan, 

in 1904 Dad ame to Alberta to apply for a 
homestead, leaving, his Wife and Young. son 
Oscar, in Butte, Montana. He bought a team of 
Horses and a wagon in Great Falls or the seven 
fay trip to bring thelr household goods to thelr 
few home, On the way te had fo tighten the 
Durden for his horses, sone threw out some othe 
heavier belongings, Including a stove (rhieh he 
ed to replace by carrying one home on his back, 
from Eekville, a aistance of four malls.) 

‘When Mother and Osear arrived later by train 
Dad met them in Red Deer and Took them to the 
{tro-roomed log house which he had bull on the 
homestead. In order to earn more money, Dad 
‘eturned to Montana to workin the copper males 
“until his homestead would provide them wth a 
living. In 1908 his application for. the 
homestead, NE 2438-38, was approved. After 


‘coming to Alberta: Mother and Dad had elght 
more chilaren ~ John, Isaac, Jesse, Violet (who 
‘ied at the age of 12 months), Vester, Charile, 
lawrence. and Henry. Our maternal grand 
‘mother lived with us until her passing 























‘Dad used a team ot horses anda yoke of oxen 
for breaking the land. The oxen were very slo 
but-on one occasion when Osear was driving 
them they’ were pestered so badly By flies that 
they took off with considerable tpeed for the 
bush. Poor Oscar coulda't do a tning about it) 
‘Dad bought a stallion which once. got him 
osin in the corral and started to chew on his 
fair. However, Dad yelled s0 loudly that he 
{tightened the horse, and managed fo escape. 
This animal also had'the hat of taking a plece 
of raling or tree In hls mouch and’ galloping 














along with it, Later a company eas formed to 
purchase a sialon — a Suffolk punch Being 2 
ember of the company, Dad’ cared for the 
Stallion and travelled sth it Onee, while Dad 
fed this stalion inthe corral, his infant son, 
‘ester, crawled inside the coral and under the 
‘Shut’ fet. The stad merely snifed he small in 
ituder but he would take a young pig by the 
Skin of fe back and contented stand and hold 
him and tet the pig squeal. Therefore, Tessie, 
Bfrald her brother would get the samc treat 
ment, ran in and rescued Bim. 

‘Dad took an active part in community affairs, 
be was a councilor bn the Munletpal District of 
Loone, He worked on the telephone lines, putting 
inthe poles, when the old crank wal telephone 
came {0 the Bekrille area about 1908. His in 
terseat in farming led him (0 experiment with 
brains and animals fo discover which were the 
host productive and suitable for thls area. 

‘Some winters, when Sylvan Lake was frozen 
before the snow appeared, Dad would go lishing 
‘when the fee was Just thick enough to hold Rm 
He first bit the fish, Which fe could see swim 
ming just below the lear lee to stun them, then 
hhe speared them. Oten the John Helkiinen fart 
Iy, who lived on the-quarier west of us, would 
tome with horses anda wagon, and the to 
famnlles would go together to Sylvan Lake. The 
then fished na boat with nets ile the women 
fade a bonfire and prepared the potatoes ln a 
Hipation of adding the fish for fish rauligan 
“tnoikakaa”. The nets had denim pockets ted 
twit stones fr welghts and they use bireh bark 
Hoats, 

ad had mid-eg length shoe packs made for 
the children by Ms. Belikxa, They were made of 
Cowhide and featured the curled toe similar to 
{he ones made in northern Finland Since Motner 
‘was an expert seamstress, the eallavea's clothes 
‘were home-made. Dyed fuga sacks furnished 
Imaterial for some of our clothing. After the 
sheep were sheared tho raw wool was carded 
then spun into Yarn and washed. From ins yarn 
Mother knit toques, socks, sweaters, and 
mittens; wove blankets from the yarn and'mede 
Tugs from rags ona loom, Rave wool Was taken fo 
‘Magrath wooien mills to be made Iato blankets 
In later years. Mother was known asa good, but 
thrifty, Cook Although we always had’ huge 
garden, she also made use ‘of what Nature 
[rovided, such as dandelion greens, wild berries, 
mushrooms, ‘wild rabblt, and Labrador tes, 
ude trom’ a shrub that grew (nthe swamp. 
‘Another thrift food was prepared Dy putting & 
{ump of our into boling salted water andletting 
itremain there while the water bubbled throug 
Hunt f was eooke, This was called "mutta", 
1 kind of quick bread, Dad ealledt"vikelialses 
ioutla, @ wretched bread” 

‘Atfer farming for sometime, Dad bought two 
more quarters of land — the NW 3-38-2.N3 and 
the SE30-2.W5, One Sanday shortly after Dad 
had acquired this land the Whole family took & 














plenie lunch and went with him tobum brush. He 
first burned the hay around a bulding, which he 
planned to fake down and move, and then burned 
Some of the other brush further away. When we 
‘Went back the next morning fo start taking the 
Dullang down, we found it burned tothe ground, 
Dad vowed that he would never Work on a Sun: 





= Voy helped Dad haul logs from the 
west end of Sylvan Lake fo enlarge the House 
with as the family nereased in size, We also 
helped fence the lane by crossing felled ees. We 
trew a great many potatoes, s0 boUght a potato 
{Tigger and sld potatoes to the Co-op Store by the 
Wwagonioad, As well, we dug and pleked potatoes 
Yor the neighbors. Alls, seythes were used to 
cut all the hay ut after We got a mower they 
were used ony’ around the bushes. In the early 
Years when he waterwheel was running the Kin 
ha Flour Ml, Dad and seme of us boys used to 
aul wheat there fo be ground into our oF ltt 
coarse ground fo be used for morning parridge 
We older boys fore down the original Eexvile 

fore bulding and hauled he lumber two rlles 
north fo the Hilltunen quarter 

John drove a team of horses pulling a 
‘democrat for John Kemlla i bad weather, but ne 
slo had the opportunity to drive Kemlla's ode 
‘Taeivery truck in Eekvile, and sometimes used 
the excuse tht he couldn't eatch the horses, so 
‘hat he ovould be allowed fo drive the truck. He 
‘lee delivered mall on Kewila's mall oute. After 
Dad became unable to werk Joba had to come 
home to do the farm work 

“Mother served the women ofthe community 
as a midwife, and was called upon for many 
‘ther health problems suffered by her neighbors 
She believed im the sulphur-andsmolasses cure 
for "what alls you" in the springtime. Molter 
‘would, an gceasion, prepare the deceased for 
Durlal Mr. Kopsalla Se. and August Koskt would 
make the coffins and Mother would line them. 
She would also make a dress, If required, and 
crepe paper flowers. 

‘ne day a8 Dad was doing chores inthe barn 
yard, and," though he knew ‘Grandma. was 
pparaiysed fo she couldn't walk he saw a form of 
fer walking toward the steam bath with her 
fainillar shaw) over her shoulders Then he save 
her no more, His eomment to Mother regarding 
this supernatural experience was that Grandma 
‘Would leave us soon. She passed away soon after. 

‘Each fall after threshing) was finished, 
everyone got anew mattress the old straw was 
fmpiied out andthe teking fled with new 
raw. Sometimes they were fled 0 ful that 
$You had to Jump on the centre fo flatten It so you 
Srouldn’t rollout of bea onto the floor. One year, 
five to a hard winter and a late spring, straw 
‘went up to $10 and hay to $10. Tals was in the 
Inte 1800s 

‘One evening when Joh had been sent to bring 
sn the cows, he decided to go for a swim, along 
‘with Walter Stopsen, The cows waltea patiently 








for him, and Dad was rather angry when they 
finally id get nome, Knowing he was In trouble, 
‘John went ad satin the buggy and walted. When 
Dad cane fo apply’ the strap ou fltht old dog 

‘Mlugzins”, grabloed Dad's eg and hindered the 
punishment. John “ook off and Went to bed 
{fithout any supper, thankful to have eseaped the 
Spanking. Por three summers ina vow It was 
He's job to take his lunch and drive the cattle 
two and a half miles north of the homestesd 
every morning, herd them all day (there were no 
{ences then), and then drive them home again in 
the evening. He found these summers very long 
dana Tone! 

We all attended Salma sehool 4 mile and a 
halt away. Sometimes tere were as many as 43 
thildren attending the school. We took many & 
Tune of anly bread and pancakes witrout butter 
Aa bolled egg anda jam or peanutbulter 
Sandwieh was a real treat for us? During he 
wintertime the lunch as well as our fect, would 
early freeze, and had to be Warmed up around 
the potbellied stove at school. In simmer our 
hare fet became so chapped they were often red 
fd cracked. Because this was a Finnish com. 
munity, two Scottish children who attended 
Schoo! learned to speak Finnish, much to the ds: 
like oftheir teacher and thelr parents. One year 
Delia Harper was ashamed ofthe donkey whieh 
She rode fo school, and tea t up toa fence post 
dn the roadside before reaching the school. Her 
tlassmates soon learned about this, and. each 
Student then waited eagery for a turn f0rIde the 
‘donkey. Every Christmas a colourful and very 

eal” Santa Claus, in the. person of John 
Lundberg, presented the gifts fo the children, 
‘The annual Christmas concert always drew a 
packed audience of parents and neighbours. 

Church services" were held In the Young 
People's Hall, and we attended the Presbyterian 
Services, conducted. by Jobansoa, Korhonen, 
Harju‘ot Luomala. Mr. Harju formed small 
‘orchestra among the Young people, same of the 
‘embers being Osear Niemi, #4 Koski, Arvle 
‘Thorkman, doko Viltala, Louis Mitzner. Fred 
‘Talson, Okey Lundberg, Bino Kasper and Henry 
‘Talson, Oscar could make musie trom almost 
anything — even an old hand saw, His specialty 
‘wat the fiddle. Most of the Niem children were. 
silted musically, and many ot thelr ehidren 
fave Inherited this natura talent. 

Dad had never insured his crops, but a Ute 
‘over t year after his death, Mother was talked 
{nto buying crop insurance, waleh proved tobe a 
very fortunate investment, During that same 
Year, 182, the erops were hlled aut completly 

‘Gust Juul, bore In Alajarv, Finland tn 1881 
immigrated to the United States in 1804 with his 
first wite and a year-old daughter. Late in the 
fuilot 14, as a widower of seven years, he came 
from Minnesota, USA. and’ bought farm 
north-east of fekvile, With him he brought sof 
His elght children. Mother married Gust Juutl 
{in i985 and trom this union were born tro 
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cflldpen, Ken and Doris. When asked how many 
‘children he had, Dad Juul would ay. "have 10 
hlldven, may wife has 10 children and altogether 
‘we have it ehildren.™ 

‘Dad Juli fled on a homestead north of the 
first place he bought. This land was well known 
fort spring, and for the bireh trees proving on 
Te itis now owned by the Bentley Skt club, The 
Fly tved by turns on both the Nlemt ana Juutt 
places during the surnmer, when the catle were 
pastured on the Juuil fart, but In the fll they 
Were taken back to the Niemi farm and 
tverybodt lived fogether again. 

‘During the wintertime fan forthe family i 
cluded skating atthe north end of Sylvan Lake or 
fn nearby ponds formed by springs. We also 
‘ent sleig riding down Ignatis's or Holmes 
Hiilon homemade sleds. Ike ult the most 
‘durable bobsled we ever had. It would hold ten 
Fiders. Sometimes the evening ended ‘wih & 
‘wlener roast. The whole school went on an 
Sttemnoon sleigh riding party each winter, while 
in the summer there were plentes on the north 
shore of Sylvan Lake, which always Included 
home ‘made ico eream and fish mulligan, 
Holidays wore farlly eampouts, and berrypick: 
Ing expedition In the west country covurred 

‘Most of is boys owned skis made by Tolvo 
Pajala. Vester, Charlle and Laverence ven prizes 
ft sid track meets in Eekvile, Many of us 
belonged to a young folks’ athleile club called 
"Siew" which was instructed by Henry Jokinen. 
We thought notuing of walking elght mlles to 
Eeiville where the club met, and then home 
again after the meeting. Groups of young folks 
Used fo travel miles fo dances and Christmas 
concerts by hitching up our team, Lady and 
Baby, to the sleigh fll ot hay and covered with 
blankets, After the dance we could all sleep, and 
‘depend on the tear getting us home in time for 
morning chores 

"We boys made some money by snaring 
ophiers and selling the tlls a wo to five cents 
{We also sola he exes and legs of magpies and 
crows, and the hides of the rabbits we snared, 














‘The family’s reading material was the Famly 
Herald, the Free Press Praltie Farmer, and ie 
Eaton's Catalog. 

The first car in the family was a 490 
chevrolet. When we got the Model T Ford we 
Sometimes had fo back up a hill because the gas 
‘woulda’ run into the motor when going up 8 Bil 
Whe tank wasn't nearly full of gasoline. We 
ought the dst tractor, a"Win City Minneapols 
Moline, n the 1890's, We pad for the tractor and 
"plow partly’ in cash and partly with cows 
ather's first washing machine was a wooden 
Darrel that hada hand eran’ to. work the 
agitator. The next one eas a more modern, 
Found-bottomed one that had a Rand crank whieh 
Focked the whole tub. Churning was done i an 
Uiprgt erock churn with a hand plunger, snd the 
‘rplus butter was sold tothe store. Cream was 
Sold fo the creamery In Eekwille, having been 
Kept cold In cans lowered by rope down ito the 
el 

From the Hll girls Dad Juut! bought a team 
of horses which included & roan named Lilac 
fd from Mr. Salo he was able, will much per 
Stason, to Biya perfect match for Lila, whe, 
was mamed Buck: Dad Juul was extreme 
Proud of this fear of roans, which people would 
bitten stop fo admire. One day’ when fe Team was 
betng shod, Buck stepped on a bag of horseshoe 
nals, blood polsoning resulted, and Buck had to 
be'shot, bad Juutl's comment was “Pride goeth 
Defore a fall 

‘During World War 1, four of us boys were in 
the forces — Charile withthe Emgineers, Vester 
Inavilery, Laweence the Army Service Corps 
Inthe army, and Henry in maintenance it the Air 
Foree. 

Mother and Dad Juutl were active members 
of the Apostolic Lutheran Church. Services were 
eld in te Unity Hal! in the Marianne district, 
‘Most of the farlly were confirmed there or atthe 
‘Young People's Hall Dad Juut was considered 
{obe the malnstay ofthe church and many of the 
Young people looked to him for guidance. 

‘Ofte sx Juut etlldren who came to Bekville 
with thelr dad, only Jean, Carl and Tolvo stayed. 
‘The others returned to. the United. States, 
Tarried, and raised families, Carl-married 
Martha Skonsberg of Bentley. They have six 
Children Toivo married Gertrude Krushel of In 
hisfail. They are both deceased. Terry, hel? S08, 
Works i Calgary forthe nines. Jean and Isaac 
have three children 

Lawrence bought the original Niemi 
homestead through the V.L-A. Mother and Dad 
Sauti moved f9 New Westminster, B.C. in 191 
‘where Dad Just worked asa ght watetman i 
{Tsawemill unt Als death In 190, Mother dled in 
ss, Both are buried inthe Ocean View 
Comotery in New Westminster, 

"The “Your and mine" arly, Ken and Dor, 
are’ living on Pender Island, B.C. Ken is 
arpenter 

Henry and Flora (Johnson) have two sons. 














After hs discharge from the Air Force Henry 
‘worked at a sawmill in Port Radium, NWT 
then ‘as 8 foceman for elevator builders, His 
death cecured in 3868, and he ts buried in AKO 
Reste Gardonsin Red Deer, His family resides in 
Calgary 

{Eawrence and Rhona (Rempel) are Red Deer 
residents. Lawrence sold the homestead, after 
five years, io Mr. MeColeman, who in turn sold 
It'fo Donia McDonald, After selling the farm 
Lswrenee and Rhona. moved. to Lethbridge, 
Winere Lawrence drove an auto-carrien. The} 
Tater: maved to" Red Deer, where he is 108 
employed as 2 carpenter’ They have three 
children 

Charlie and Dorothy (Johnson) moved to the 
Interior of British Columbia in 1850, They have 
fight children, After hi dlschare from the Ser 
‘ices he Worked In and around xkvtlle but in 
British Columbia he was employed at sawmills 
fs loader operator, scaler, and qualified frst 
Alder At the time of is dea in 1978 Chale was 
foperating a Turbo Gas Service Station, whlch 
Dorothy and son ‘Tim continue to operate 
Charlie and. thelr youngest son, Danny, are 
buried in Salmon Arm, 8. 

‘Vester and Sltdren (Anderson) are present 
ty living in Red Door, They have three caldren. 

“Jessie and Earl Hibak have made their home 
{in Burnany, B.C. and are nov retired there. Eat) 
had worked as a commeretal fisherman. ‘They 
have fve enildren 

"Tae “stepbrother — stepsister” couple, The 
and Jean, now are reired tn Aldergrove, B.C, 
Where Tke had been employed as mllwright it 
New Westminster. They have three children. 

“John married Martha Fuinckman ofthe Falun 
aisriet, John fished, trucked, and worked In 
peat plant in B.C. They are now retired in Bur 
aby’ 

‘Oscar married Mille Hibak of the Usona ds 
trict west of Wetaskvin. Of the seven children 
born ‘of this union, tive survived — Irene, 
Delmar, George, Araold, and Doris. Oscar and 
Mille farmed Dad's land, SE 9039.25, for a 
‘hort while, dhen moved tothe Usona district and 
Tater fo Beilsh Columbla betore returning tthe 
Homestead. Osear dled ota stroke tn 1802 lle 
Femarrieg, but she is now deceased, as 1s her 
Eon, Arnold. The family has spent mst of Mel 
Ives in Oregon, USA. 

“Violet died a am infant. She, Dad, Oscar, and 
Grandma are busied in tae Kutisamo Cemetery. 





NIEML, VESTER AND MILDRED AND 
FAMILY 

Wester asthe sixth of nine children born to 
Emma and Isaac Niemi on the homestead tn the 
Salma. district, He, therefore lacked neler 
playmates nor babysitters, frm the very star 

‘AL an early age Vester's mechanical ably 
‘became’ evident. Helping Jonn plan and con 
struct a buzz-saw pulley system was of more in 
terest fo hmm than playing. To have an older 








brother lsten to and act upon your suggestions 
‘would be an unforgetable experience for any 
Young lac. Ia thelr youth the boys, The, Charlie, 
Hens, Lawrence and Vester, along, with many 
otter, young people Joined the athlete club 
‘isu’ with Henry Jokinen as instructor. They. 
participated in gymmasties,traek meets, and 
fross-couniry siding. Charile, Lawrence, and 
Vester were among the winners inthe youth's skt 
faces, Mr, HS. Mann was always on hand to act 
8s timekeeper for the races. 

‘The boy were also active in playing softball 
as members of "isu", "Tals later developed Ito 
{he Young Peoples" All Stars, with Ray Niemela 
4s manager, and. continued’ unl many of the 
boys left fe join the armed forces. 

“in hls younger yours, inthe 190's, Vester 
worked for neighboring farmers, For his frst Job 
he was pald Sea day and board. His experience 
Ata sawmill started a Yeae of two after leaving 
choot, Pilg limber at Henry Hietala's mill at 
fhe north end of Syivan Lake was the beginning 
ft his lengthy connection with sews. 

In 1831 Vester pald $1 fora llcense, rented a 
boat and a gillnel from his brotherlaw Earl 
Hibak, and became a commercial fisherman on 
the Fraser River. This proved tobe a profitable 
entre a 1p fish, a this was the peak of 
Touryear cycle for salmon. Before returning 
home Vester bought a Ralls Royce mato for S80 
Using this motor for power for thelr MacLeod 
igrinder, the boys ground grain for themselves 
Bnd for the neighbors. Vester was also able 10 
complete the payments on is fire car, 4 193 
Grahame-Paige costing about 820 

Vester’s tucking years spanned the 1910's, 
from the timene drove lumber truck from Job 

2's mill to Rocky Mountain House until the 
time he gold his wn truck which he had used for 
seneral trucking 

Tf was about this time that Vester and 1 
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became better acquainted. I was the second 
laughter born to Swan and Elma Andersen at 
home on the farm near Henao, 

'Bs Annie and T were Just over a year apart, 
we got into our share of misehes. As youngsters, 
we Started a fire ina toy stove in the upstairs of 
‘he old house, the one we were born, Tas could 
have been serlous, as only a platéorm: porch 
Separated our present heme from the oldeF one. 
‘Bnother episode that could have had serious ean 
Sequences occurred when, on ane of the rare oc 
cations when Mother and Dad were not there 
‘when T arrived home from school, T went down 0 
Stoke up the Turnace. As the fre seemed to be 
fu, trew inthe wood and some Kerosene. TRe 
‘shes rere hot! An explosive fame of fire shot 
fut! Needles to. say, my halt, eyebrows, and 
velashes were singed, as was'the front of my 
few red woolen dress 

‘One, August morning we were called to 
other's bedside. ‘There, Desider he, lay our 
‘aby brother, Arnold What a surpeise Toe, But 
not so to my more abservant sister. Now our 
{amily was complete 

‘Before Arnold was old enough to help Dad, we 
rad certain outdoor tasks, one of whieh was fo 
Toad our large steady worknorse, Wirma, 10 
fither pull the potato cultivator: while Dad 
walked behind keeping the plow share in the 
round, orto lt he loaded hayfork up into the 
Bamnoft while Dad. manipulated the fork and 
rope on the hay load 

‘While Anne had studied her lessons at home, 
1 nad memorized them. Had St not been fo? 
dligent Miss Barton, who made 2 brand nev 
book or me, would have foundered right trom 
the start After completing Grade 8 at Melita, 10, 
alfend high senool at Kuusamo four miles away, 
Wwe ellner rode our pony-workhorse, Nellie oF 
She pullea us ina two-wheeled cart or a cuter. 
Sometimes we walked. What a uxisy it was to 
Complete our high sehool years in Red Deer, 

Pe we were close to school again. Except for 
Baca week which we were given to buy bread oF 
bother necessities (money’was.not plentul, we 
brought our food from tome. When Mother ad 
ad drove us to or from our place of residence 
each week, they dant even stop inthe city fora 
up of eatfee 

‘After staying home for a year after gradus 
tion from high school! attended Calgary Normal 
‘School, as there seemed to be no other promising 
occupation. That was @ year of hard Work, 
foneliness, new friends and fun! Altiough 
teaching epportunties were not plentiful, my 
‘rst pesition was with the Rocky Mountain 
‘School Division ata salary of S10) per year. MY 
‘board cost me 825 a month 

"To Help me get started in my new career at 
Now Raven School, Annie came, as her seiool 
‘Started later than mine dig. Lie did I realze 
That ths was to be my lf’s work for over 30, 
years — 8 very. satlstying but also 2 demand 
Ing profession. Tals was the year of the highs 




















and the lows — a new career, a trip to Vietoria 
for Annie and me ($1695 each, return) and fhe 
bitter realization that Argold was dlabete 

‘iter transferring to Satma to teach, It so 
happened that Vester offered to dzive part of oar 
Bal team to Benaito for a game. Thats hv all 
began! 

“Vester served as a sgmaller in heavy arllery 
tn the Bh LGA. from 1942 unt 1946, While he 
‘Was thus "touring" Canada coast-1o-coast, Team 
Uinued teaching at Bluebell, Crossroads, Tey 
dnd then al Bekville for three years where T 
tavight Grades and 

‘Atter Vester’ discharge from the army we 
wore married ina qulet ceremony at my home. 
‘Our honeymoon was spent visting Vester's far: 
Ig in British Columbia, We hadn't realy plained 
that my teaching career end in June, but tn due 
lime Ron arrived and Barbara felowed two 
{Years and two weeks later. At the time. Barb 
Brrived Vester was “relaxing” Im the Rocky 
Mountain House hospital, having broken his leg 
‘while unloading logs ata Sarria Horourg. We 
iwere then living ia a small house on Dad and 
‘Mother's farm. Vester helped Dad and Arnold 
‘withthe farming in summer, and worked in saw 
mils in winter. Ae Mother's health was not the 
Dest, due to aries, she appreciated my help 

‘In the fall of 1950 we moved to the Kettle 
Valley area of British Columbia where Vester 
Worked as sawyer and millvright for Dewey 
Nicisen. After ving there, and further up the 
Hver for three years, we returned f9 Alberta. It 
‘as while we were i British Columbla that our 
Second son was born, but he ed shortly after 
bist, 

ad bought Walter Stopsen’s farm, § 30302 
Ws, and Vester, in turn bought ‘he southeast 
(quarter from Dad through the VLA. We moved 
there in the spring of 1954. Dale was born less 
than a month ter 

"The spring was late and the fost was early In 
‘he fa Our only alternative was back to the 
svn for Vester and back to teaching for me, 
Fortunately tor us Iwas temporary employed 
to replace Marge Lazzer, as sh hada to. 
‘onthe’ leave of absence while awaiting Barry's 
irival, Deme Fortune intervened again. The 
ftfendance was larger than had been expected so 
Iwas retained to teach Grade 4, and remained at 
Bekville fora very memorable and gratifying 12 

Tn the intervening years Vester did various 
bs besides farming, such as carpentering at 
the Bckvilie High School and Red Deer Com: 
posite, operating a lath mill at camp 15, and 
Eventually operating the sawmill there’ also 
Finally he rented the farm to Art Lite and began 
operating his front-end loader tll time loading 
feavel, Working at ol les, digeing basements 
fencing and other custom work Including dona 
tion work to the Benalto and Eckvlle com: 
‘munities 

TBxcept for the usual childhood diseases, our 














clldren were a healthy trio, and we seemed to 
be able fo get ladies who had the children's 
welfare in mind, to care for them. Thelr grand: 
parents, often serving as babysiters, supplied 
Them with extra clothes, tovs and. spending 
‘money to help make a childs life more pleasant 
‘They could always depend on the grandprarents| 
{fowive them chores todo so they could earn some 
Spetiag money: As greumiperchis mye fall 
fur role az wisely and as well! 

Ron, Barb aid Dale were active in extra 
curricular activities, particularly sports, band, 
Seouts, Cubs, Guldes, and musie lessons, Like 
‘ther farm families, tn order to. make these 
Svallgble for the children, we ida Jot of 
fhautteuring. It as during these years. that 
Sommer School and Evening Crealt courses oe 
fupled most of my spare me untl Tally at 
{alned my Bachelor of Edveation. 

Roa, Haro and Dale attended both Eckvile 
and Red Deer Composite High Schools, Ron 
altended S.AT. before going 10 work at Sele, 
He married Esther Booth of Red Deer. Esther 
attended the Baptist Bible School College and 
Red Deer Colloge. They have two children — 
‘Angela, attending Benalto school, and Toad, 
preschooler. Ron is now apprentcing as shee 
fal worker, with Hayhow's in Red Deer, and 
Esther Is employed in the office of Alpha Milk 
Company. They are presenti ving on the farm 
formerly owned by Ron's grandparents. 

Barb attended O.A,V.C. where she took 
Business Education, She was employed by 
Chevron in Calgary and Edmonton, and at the 
Red Deer College and Drayton Valley Elemen- 
tary Sehool Libraries. She married Gene Bed: 
nara. Gene was employed by the Royal Ban In 
Red Deer, Foremost, Edmontan and Drayton 
Valley, then he decided to go farming on bis 
parent's farm in the Medicine Valley dst for 
Tivo years: Since then he had been émploved by 
the Farm Credit Corporation in Vegrevilie and 
how ts Grande Prairie, Along with thelr Wo 
Gaughters, ‘Tract and Karin, they are settled in 
‘heir new home inthis progressive commun 

Dale had travel on hls mind. To make this 
possible he worked on the rallroad until he had 
$ave slicient money ogo wih hs leds ona 
tnip to Europe, Upon his return Ne was employ 
‘by ModulineIndstries, andis now with Midwest 
hiobile Homes, Reed Deer. He married Samara 
Telnwieber. Sandra has a course in, Beauty 
(Galture and is one of the instructors at Parkdale 
Beauty School. Along with their two sons, 
Patrick and Sean, they live in thelr mobi hare 
at sylvan Lake 

We have spent holidays travelling tn Alberta, 
British Columbia, Saskatchewan, and tram 
Oregon to Wyoming, USA. In 1906 Annie, Max 
fine visited Dad's Home and all our relatives it 
Sweden, a fulfilment ofa dream! Inthe notfoo 
distant future we hope to continue our travels fo 
‘where we've left off 

























NUORISO SEURRA (YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
ASSOCIATION) — translated trom Finnish 
Minutes 

‘Ameeting was held at the home of John 
Hyvonen Sr.on July 8, 1906. Samuel Sana was 
‘nominated chairman of the meeting 

"The first Item on the agenda Was to find a 
name. forthe newly-formed group. "Young, 
People’s" was chosen as the afilal tame, from 
Several names suggested. Offcers for the FOU 
Were as. follows: President, Henry “Ahor 
‘Treasurer, Matti Johnson: Secretary, Elmer 
Hyvonen. Membership fee was set at Geats — 30 
cents; Ladies ~ 25 conts} and a quarterly fee of 
45 cents per member. At this meeting. 24 
members Joined 

‘Meetings Were held i various homes, with a 
‘committee selected each time fo provide enter. 
fainment, such ae recitations, musle and songs, 
Hy August of 190, the group membership had 
risen fo 38. This was foo large a group fo gather 
in people's homes, so they gathered at different 
sehools 

"Thal year the Christmas Concert was hela in 
Melita School. Christmas donations were made 
by the members, amounting fo $1605 for treats. 
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‘The group decided to buy a pal of candy, coffe, 
‘nd cookies: sandwiches would be donated by. 
the members for the frst Christmas party 





1907 a mid-summer day plente Juhannus) 
or St, John's Day, & Seandinavian celebration, 
‘Was field at the John Hyvonen farm. During the 
Summer, fish muligan plentes were held On the 
Shore of Snake Lake (Sylvan Lake). The 1907 
Christmas party was held in the Salma Senool, 
‘whlen had just Feeendly been but 

Tn March of 198, 2 meeting Was held at the 
‘home af John Hyvonen, which Was the most cen 
tral point. All meetings ended with sing'song 
4nd @ real good laugh. At thls meeting Elmer 
Hyvonen was nominated as President, Peter 
‘Tolvonen ‘as Secretary and Matt Talson a5 

‘A eat need fora hall was very evident, and 
money was put away’ for this purpose. John 
Hyvonen Sr. otfered a corner of his and, he SW 
18.30. W5, for $10 an acre, which was accepted. 
‘The fest steps were taken to erect the Young 
Peoples" Hall when a building commtee Was 
formed. This was made up of Peter Tolvonen, 
‘John Kinnunea, Jack Ropstelt, Andy Hyvonen, 
Matt ‘Talson, Richard Thorkman, and’ Elme? 
Hyvonen, 

"The group decided the dimensions of the hall 
would be 24 feet by 86 feet. Matt Harju would 
‘enquire about tumber, 100 pounds of three inch 
falls, 20 pounds of shcneh nails, $0 pounds of 
four-inek mails, ail of which’ were to be 
purchased. There was no ecord ofthe amount of 
Rimber bought 

By the time forthe Mfidsummers’ Celebration 
fn Tihs, the hall was advanced enough for thelt 
first Juhannus) plenie, program and dance. 

'A Special committee was elected fo make the 
mid-summer day program end plenie as 
‘Bumorous and enjoyable as possible. The com 
ilttee was made up of Peter Toivonen, Andrew 
Hyvonen, Matt Talson, Jack Repefel, ota in 
‘nunen, Salma Ropsfelt, Sandra Halstln, Mary 
Ignatias, Sainer Johnson, and Aina Talson. 












Waltresses would be Mary Ignatius, Lydia 
Joytsijarul Olsen, and laa Hyvonen. 
Dishwashers were Mary and Alna Talson, San’ 


dra" Halstein, and Selma Ropstel. Andrew 
Hyvonen and Matt Talson were In charge of 
Sports, Peter Toivonen and Matt Hyvonen were 
Ibehange ofthe prizes. The program committee 
ould be Jacob Ropstelt, Jonn Kinaunen, and 
Matt Johnson 

‘Supplies ordered forthe plenlc were 10 dacen 
lemoas, five pounds of coffee, $2 worth af nus 
two boxes of oranges, Two bags of sugar, and 
‘candles for ligt 

"The highligh of one of the midsummer's pic: 
les was When Mr. Goey Pederson arrived with 
hls norse-drawea Merry-Go-Round. The chllaren 
Will all remember the long ides they recelved 
{or a0 cents 

With the completion of the Young People's 
Hal, plenies, wedding dances, church services, 
funerals, confirmations ~ all aspects of social 
Iie of the dsteiet — were held there, The Saima, 
School concerts were held regularly at the Ball 
ras very Important fo them to have the books, 
Audited regularly. The financial statement for 
the previous Year would be read at the anal 
mla'summer celebration 

‘Sports were generally baseball, softball, and 
gymnasts during the winter, wiih boxing and 
teresting being very popular through the years 
‘The "Star Baseball Team’ was one of the best 
Central Alberta fora time, winning several 
awards. Most of the players were local boys in 
uaing John Johneon, Dave Hilctala, Weiter 
Stopsen, John Kalaputas, Tea Johnson, Charles 
‘Thorkmaa, Alex Hletala, Bud Hardsock, Aino 
Kasper, Oscar Moro, and George Tgnatits 

“The Junior ULE. also held thelr meetings in 
the hal, and in 1925 presented a dialogue "Nancy 
‘Ana Brown's Folks” which was payed in several 
places west and as far east as Sylvan Lake 

“The Ib mille trip to Sylvan Lake wes driven 
with horses and sleigh The cast of 1 players and 
‘equipment for the play was enough ffl’ sleigh 
box. The cast would arrive home just before 
aybreak! What a happy sound twas tohear the 
Sielgh Delis ringing and people singing. ‘This 
ould be heard for miles on the cold winter 
alg. 

'h later years the hall was seldom used and 
the plano wes donated 10 the Benaito Hall, the 
coal oll lamps disappeared, windows were 
broken, andthe bullding was otherwise van 
alized, Asa resul, the hall was sold to Bernard 
Moliekea, who later soldt to Me. and Mrs. Paul 
kes. Ms. and irs, Eekes bult anew home on 
the location, and all that Is left of the Young 
Pooples’ Hail are fond memories! 


oan, marr 

‘Matt Ola came to Canada trom Finland in 
Joa Arriving In this dlstrit In 867, Matt made 
his Home the rst winter at tae John Pam home 
at Palm Bay. As with many Finnish mea, Matt 


























spent his evenings carving wood-chains and 
‘windrali Matt helped many settlers of his di 
{et to clear thelr land — entrely dane by hand 
In those days. He also worked at logging. 

For a few years, Matt returned to tne East, 
Cn his return to Eckoille, he rented Sarah Jon 
‘Son's farm yard where he raised ples. 

He ened his sauna, Now, in his retirement 
years, Matt maintains his ov home and’ con 
Hinues to enjoy fishing and visiting his friends, 








SOHN OLLI — by Mrs. BI Mak 

‘John Oli uncle of Bil Mal, arrived in the 
Eeivilie dsiriet in the 1940s, For a number of 
‘Years he made his home with his nephew Bill and 
‘wife Miriam. Later Ne moved Into lite house 
fan the west shore of Sylvan Lake, sien was 
formerly owned by John Eskl. He ved there for 
many years before moving to the (own of 
Eekvii, where he rented 2 Rome. 

‘Sround 1967 Jon returned fo Finland to live. 
‘He passed away there in 1b 3 the age of 880° 8) 


OLSEN, CARL — by Sylvia Thorkman 
‘Catl Olsen was bora in Norway and came to 









































Canada trom North Dakota, U.S.A. Arriving tn 
Canada he homesteaded the NE 740.25. He 
‘was a bachelor farmer, ralsed catle and hogs 
He loved io lay hs eeicrting and entertained 
4 plenies and. gatherings, He also enjoye 
Seranading the ladies. 

"He dled ina runaway fn 1951 when ls horses 
potted and the team and wagon ran over im. He 
‘ad'no known relatives. 


THE RON PALM HISTORY — by Margaurette 
Palm 


"Ronald and Margaurette Palm were married 
In Lacombe on September 1 
marked Alberta's offietsl Golden. Jubll 
olebration. Ran was the sixth child of Bian 
Irene Palm of Eelevlle, Marg was the oldest 
daughter of Stan and Elicen Walker of Bentley 
‘Marg’s eary life was spent on the family far 
near Vegrevile, Alberta and later the farm 
orth of Bentley, Alberta, 

on and Mad made ielr nomen various 
places around Eekvill, always preferring the 
ountry. Ron worked on construction jobs, i ser. 
ice stations and In tire shops. Marg taught 
pilmary Grades, 1" or 2, in Eekville schoo, 
Enlidren torn to this marriage were: ftonald 
Dale, born in 1955; Anne Marte, born tn 1957: 
Alas, Robert, bora in 1855; Stanley Wiliam born 
{in 1961; and’ Sharon Daleen, born in 198. ‘he 
chilgren all attended sehool in Bekville. Marie 
‘graduated In 195 

In 162, the Paims acgulred thelr own home, 
the acreage PT. SW.29.382-5, whieh was 
purchased from Ell Murto, This was the former 
Charile Vianen home. The same year Ron bought 
a steam bath fom Alex Murto off the former 
Henry Talson farm, Tae Finish tradition of hav. 
Inga sauna every Saturday night has continued 
‘throughout the years, Ron started his own con 
‘Struetion business which included a Cat, grader 
dnd gravel truck. With thls machinery he diol 
ease maintenance and farm Jobs. Dale Joined 
his dad in this endeavour, 
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Dale dled on October 2, 1972 at the age of 16 
years as the result of Injures following a truce 
‘eetdent 

“Marg took university courses offered through 
Red Deer College. She recelved her Bachelor of 
Education Degree in 107. Marg was appointed 
‘ice principal et the Eckvile Elementary School 
in igea 

Hon purchased hls workshop from Bil Elk 
sn 1971 was the former Shady Nook School. It 
Hed served as a claseroom and music room tn 
Eckle for many years. 

Family tles have important meaning to Ron 
and Marg, Each summer, the family attended 
the Palm family plete witch was organizea by 
Ole and Allie Solberg and held at Palm Bay the 
north end of Sylvan Lake. ‘The Johanson pene, 
Fon's mother's family, was held at Era and 
Hulda Wester’s home’ at Syivan Lake. In 1976 
Ron and Marg organized the Palm-johanson 
family pienle at thelr nome. Eighty-five 
‘embers attended, The second annual pienle 

vas held in 1971. These wil likely contin 
‘The family celebrated the Sth weading an 
niversary of Ron's parents in 18?i, The same 
ear, ath wedding anniversary party was held 
fat Ron and Marg’s home for the family and 
‘elends of alargs parents, Stan and Ellen 

on’ and Marg’s interests have centered 
around thelr home and children. eon enjoys 
Bullding planters or the flowers, planting trees 
‘and working i hs hop. Mang enjoys her fwers 
‘and her yard 





PELTOKANGAS, LAURI (Larry Kangas) 

‘Larry Kangas was bora February 20,192, In 
Finland: He came to the Bckville District about 
198. 

‘Larry and Eino Pass! spent two winters trap 
ping ~ one was spent west of Rocky” Mountaln 
House and the second one was spent at Medicine 
{Lake trapping squirrels. In each ease, they bult 
thelr cabin to live n and went oat wih omy the 
Dare eseental, living off te land, 

Tarry was a earpenter By trade. His name is 
















remembered in many homes for additions he 
Bult on to Rouses, cupboards or other 
renovations 

Larry had a real sense of humor as well asa 
great love of nature. The chkadees knew and 
rusted him, The deer had no fear of kim and 
walked up to his doorstep. Every spring he would 
put oul at many a8 one thousand strings fr the 
Extoles building thelr nests around his Var 

larry enleved his sauna and always made a 
supply ot hazelnut switches for hlmseif and Bis 
nends, 

Tis hobbies included fishing, gardening, and 
carving. Larry died December 8, 1876, ead IS 
‘buried in the Bckville Cemetery. 


‘THE PESOLA FAMILY — by Vivian Pesola 

Mr. and Mrs, Pesoia were married In Butte, 
‘Montana i195. A daughter, Viian, was born 0 
Them there. Soon after tbat they went to the 
Eckville area in Canada. Mr. Pesola 
homesteaded the SE. 24-39-25. In this desolate 
land a son, Wilied, was bora on February 1 
19s, A dalighter, Lian, was born on June 30, 
ime 

‘Gur lives were lonely and humble. There were 
many’ struggles in those isolated, vast areas 
There was very ile opportunity Tar com: 
Iunieation with other Finnish families bn Uke 
‘onaitions, 

"The family returned to the US.A. during 
‘World War1~ perhaps 191501818. tam now the 
lone survivor of tie Pesola family, and T am 70 
years old 


POTIVAR, JOHN 

“John Pollvar came to the Eckvile District 
froin Tessa, He bought the quarter SW 24-333 
{is from eudolph Stopeen, He engaged in mixed 
farming. Jotm Potivar knew the secret of clean 
Ingup quack grass, By keeping hs and black for 
two summers, te roots Yotted away and the land 
‘wae free of this weed, He sold is land to Jin 
‘Grant and now males his home in Calgary 
‘iberte 


PSIKLA, JOE AND JENNIE, 

“Joe Palkla was bora on March 18, 382 In 
Coleman, Alberta and came the Salma School 
District 44 with bis parents inthe fal of 1990. 
{Upon arrival in the district he started school tak 
Ing Grade 8 witt Miss Lair Hill as teacher. The 
following year and up til Grade 8 Miss Laimi 
‘Maid was his teacher. He took his Grade 9 at 
Boyle ‘School with Harry Layeock as teacher, 
returned to Salm! and took his Grade 10 under 
the supervision of Miss Maki. Ip 1907 he com 
pleted his Grade 1 at the Bekvile Schoo) After 
Feaving school he started. farming with his 
parents 

ils hobby was music and he learned to play 
the violin atthe age of 18. few years later he 
with hls brother and And) Harvilow, started to 
play for house parties and barn dances, When the 
frat came along Joe received © postponement 





from the armed forces to continue farming. In 
the early 1940's Joe folned the “Benalto. Hl 
ilies". Gordon’ Steadman ‘hed ‘the drums, 
[Cautel Netisoa on the plano, Ted Johnson onthe 
‘sccordian and Joe with the vain 

‘On July’ 14, 1949 Joe married Jennie Traut. 
rman who was born in Strongfeld, Saskatchewan 
‘on August 6, 1998 She then came to the Eekvile 
‘istrict with her sister and brother-in-law who 
‘came fo Work for Ray Nelmala. Jennie worked 
for John ‘and Ida Lindberg and later Yor the 
‘Bekvile Bakery, then operated by Me. Ernest 
{Facnaon, In the spring of 199 she Worked for Ji 
iy Luneh operated by Mrs. Alex Thompson 

In'August 1988 Joe and Jennie along ‘sith 
Peter and JossieLiska started s dance archest 
land alled themscives the "Polka Dots". Jo's 
Brother Louls Joined the group. 

‘On. Septeraber 5, 1990 severe hallstorm 
harvested very good crop the frst storm for 
ver 23 years inthe dlstrict. The following year 
{151 was marredby halstorms andearly winter 

‘On September 12, 1951 Ronald was born in 
Bekville Hospital. He was educated In the 
Eekville School and graduated in 1963, He 
Worked for, Whately ‘Trucking, later for Skoe. 
topote Construction ana then for AGT. In 1972 
helmoved to Prince George, B.C. and worked for 
Bic. Telephones until 19¢4 when he returned to 
Eckiille where he is. presently Working for 
Robert Rathole operatlag a "rat hole” driling 
1g 





‘twas a great day on September 12,1951 when 
the Calgary Power was turned on In our area 
‘On June 21,1953 (Father's Day! twins, Gerald 
‘and Joan, were born to Joe and Jennie in the 
Eckitile Hospital. "They went to school i 
Eekville and graduated in 1s. Gerald worked 
for Whately Trucking and later on for Canada 
Backers. In 1979 he moved to Prince George, 
E.G. and was employed by Inland Natural Gas 
Company in 182 he returned to Eckville and in 
S83 worked for Lazrelt's Tvucklog Company 
‘rhieh he later purchased in the spring of 1877 
land at presents operating fis own tracking 
Business known as Jaquar ‘Trucking Limited. 
“Joan, after she graduated, worked for the 
bank of Monireal in Red Dect at the Eastview 
Shopping Centre and laier was transferred fo 4 
Calgary Branch. On October 12,1874 she married 
‘John Carroll (known as Jack) who Was born in 
Bekuille on July 14, 194, At the age of 16 Jack 
moved to Kitimai, B.C. with his parents where 
he finished high school and. completed three 
‘years of commerce atthe University of Victorla 
‘Gn dune 5, 1976 daughter Jocelyn was born to 
them in Calgary, In the early spring they moved 
toFox Crock where Jack is employed in the Hud: 
son Bay Gas Plant 
nthe mid 30's Joe with his uncle Peter and 
brother Louls jolned with Waldo Habis and Roy 
each i 2 dance band and called themselves 
‘The Rayitm Boys" and played steady for 
almost tive years. 





(On August 1, 1956 Robert was born in the 
Eckvile Hospital. Robert received bis education 
at the Eekville schoo! and completed Grade 10 
He tok Grade 111m Camille, LaRouge schoo! in 
Fed Deer. He went fo Edmonton and worked for 
‘Kenyan Industries and later worked for Air Vac 
In Red Decr. At present he Is working with his 
brother for Rabert Rathole Limited 

“in 1898 Joe, Jennie and family, after ving 
With Joe's parénts, moved Into a two room house 
whieh "was remodelled into a four’ room, 
bungalow 

‘Gn Apr 28, 1965 Loretta was born in the 
Eckvile'Hospial to complete thelr familly of 
three boys, and. two gigis. Loretta attends 
‘Eckvitle Schonland Is taking Rer Grade’? 

Th the spring of 1971 Joe's parents retired 
from the farm. Joe along with his brother, Lots 
confined farming. Joe and hls family ‘moved 
into the mals house and'at present sill make 
thet nome there, 

In 1975 te last of the heavy bush was 
‘bulldozed on the farm by Herb Ofa, leaving Only 
Shelter bets. 

Jennle at present is a member ofthe Catholic 
‘Women’s League, Joe is a member of the 
Benalie Eiks Lodge 4Ot and takes active part in 
Patrol Team work, Joe and Jeanie along with 
Peter and oste Liska sill are in the dance 
orchestra business and call themselves "The 
Family Four" 


PSIKLA, LOUIS J. 

Trouis Paka ftir was born on September 9, 
1205"In Coleman, Albertaand came sth his 
Barents fo Salma School isret S84 the age of 
five years He took his schooling at Salma Sehool 
‘with Calm Maki as teacher un Grade 4 From 
then on his teachers were Miss farina Holms, 
Miss Sldred Anderson and Sir. Watson, 

‘Aer completing » Grade 9 education bi ook 
1p farming wth his parents and brother Joe 
Dung the early 4 he masa musielan and 
played with his brother Joe and andy Harlow 
{or house parties nd barm dances. Later on he 
Jelned a dance band with brother Joe and sister 
Invaw, Jennie, and his Unele Peter and-Aunt 
doste and they called themselves the “Polka 
Dots" "in the mid. 50's he played with: the 
"Riythm Boys" oréestra as" drummer for"s 
period of tve years. After his parents retized in 
fhe spring of ist he continued to farm with hs 
brother Joe. 

‘hn December 1975 Quassar Otl Company 
drilled an lf well on hs property. Tae dling ig 
hat "contracted the Job was Cactus Rig 16 
‘operated by his rote inlaw Jobn Sefronovih, 

“ouls is a member of the Benalte Er Lodge 
4ot and takes an active part in Patrol Team, 
work. He ts also on several committees in 
‘arlous organizations. 

PSIKIA, MR. AND MRS. LOUIS SR. — by 
Virginia’ satronovieh 
Mir. Louls Psibla Se. was born in Podble, 
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CCzechosiovakia on September 2, 1885. At the age 
‘of t7 years he landed In the United States of 
America and eame to Coleman, alberta from the 
States, 

He marred Mary Liska, who was born n 
Coleman an December 18, 1904. The marriage 
{ook place on May 3,190 Coleman. Tete frst 
bora, Joseph, was born on Maren 19, 921; next 
was Mary, bora Maren 2, 1822. Mary died of 
Sunstroke on June 18,825 Helen was barn on Oe. 
tober 14, 183" and died four months Tater of 
Aipnineria. Tne girs both died slowiy at home, 
fs there were no hospitals at that time, but a doe. 
{or came to the house. Louis Jr. was born on 
September 8,125. 

‘Me. Psikla was a coal miner in Coleman. 
Since ihe gas in the mine started causing him 
health problems, he started working inthe bush, 
cutting and hauling props for the ‘mine. He 
Gecidea that he would Uke to go farming so he 
bought 40 acres at Cranbrook, #.C. After thin 
Ing about making ving out ofthat he knew It 
was impossible, so the search for land began. He 
{tavelled through Michigan ane Washington, He 
finally came to Eckvile, when a man by the 
hame of Charles Nociles, who owned a drygoods 
Sore in Coleman, sad "Goto the Red Deer area, 
‘There is realy nice farmland there. 

‘On October 1, 1980 he made the deal on his 
home quarter whieh was NW 32-382.W5. He pald 
$650 10 Mr. Mitchell trom Calgary who ‘nad 
bought the place but had never lived oni. THs 
‘was 160 aeres of soll timber! No house, no wel, 
Bnd no place even tobulld a house! When he went 
‘back fo the Pass, ne told ls wife of the beautiful 
place he had bought. “Oh, Mary, you should see 
there are even hazel nuts growing there’ 
Wiell, Mary, being a town gir had been quite 
happy lving where she was, so'When they came 
‘ut on Novernber 2, 1890, sith two litle boys, she 
fame to the conclusion that the only aut she 
ould see Was her husband 

‘Arrangements were made with Mr. Wells, 
through Ray Wright, thatthe family should ive 
at the Wells farm, as he was a widower, with 
fairsized nouse for those days. BY this ime Joe 
‘was nine Years old and attending Saima seiool 
‘and Louls was four years ola. The fail stayed 
‘with Mr. Wells for ihe fist winter. 

Louis nad great plans for the future, with four 
horses, a wagon and slelgh, acquired from his 
Dush Work, and fourcows which were exchanged 
for the 40 eres in Cranbrook, Now, we must get 
Some money. He went to the bank manager, Mr. 
Mann, to borrow some money so that he could 
hire s crew fo clear the land To his dismay, the 
government would not lend him anything, she 
fvas not yet well-enough established. The re 
‘quirement for getting loan was 50 acres of 
eared land 

During this tist winter Mr. Psikla was avery 
busy man, He cleared a spat for a cabin and 
about one acre for s garden, and bull log 











cabin, He also worked with Ray Wright and 
{ogetier they logged, Mr. Henry Heltala sawed 


he lumber, in return for half of the lurmber 
‘ved, For'the winter's work Lous’ share vas 
Sih000 teetof lumber. He traded thls for grain 
‘nd hay and rent on machinery, whieh he later 
Borrowed from nelghbors at ten cents per acre 
During this time Mrs Pekla kept house and 
looked after Mr- Wells daughter, Unis, who was 
&2 midge, in return for hele winter's keep, 

‘Mes Luoma and his boys helped dll wel, 
which was done by gin pole, ering by hand. Mr 
Thome and Ms. Franc Wine were neighbors wo 
helped the family on several cecasions at the 
‘beginning, and were also of great help in the 
future, when Louls had to goback tothe Pass and 
‘wore 

A the spring of 1931 they moved to thelr new 
hhome, whieh was a log eabin 18 fect by 22 fet 
‘Althotgh the winter was beautiful, te cabin was 
hot exactly warm. The potatoes froze benind the 

Louis’ brother and Mary's sister, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Pstkia, and their family, Joan, four 
montis and Alex, five Years ol, arved from 
Cranbroek In Augusto 982. Annie was very siek 
With theumaile fever. It was the time of the 
‘depression, and there was nowhere 1 0, s0 they 
moved In th Mary, Louls and family thelr 
‘oneroomed cabin for the summer. Joe Psikia 
Worked for diferent farmers around, when i 
‘luded Gilbertsons and Evieksons. ils wages 
were one dollar per day or twrenty-ive dollars 
per month. Houre were fom sunrise to sunse, 
frit na days off 

‘Winter was coming on and the place was pret 
ty crowded, so Mary, Louls and family movea to 
Rapina's as Louis rented the Rapina and Wells 
farms. The Rapina farm snow Waller Johnson's 
farm. The. family wintered 1982 there. and 
Cropped it in 1933, During the winter they were 
lise building snother cabin for Yoe and Ane, on 
the original place. 

‘in the spring of 1992 they returned to their 
cabin and Joe and Annie moved into thelr own 
fabin, Everyone slaved unt 198, when Joe lett 
In the spring for Coleman, where he became 
employed as a coal miner. Annie and thelr 
‘hlldren followed twa months later 

'BY this ime the situation looked prety tough 
Louls hadn't pald taxes since he moved there, 
and the land Was going to be sold for taxes. The 
{axes amounted to five hundred dollars, so Louls 
git renting land, Left nis fara and, Went 10 
Goleman to work In the Bush. This took. the 
‘Summer months a 189 and 3897 to get the debt 
ald. During this time Mary looked towards the 
fountains with fears in het eyes and an aching 
hear, wondering what she was ever doing here 
{nls bush, longing for her husband and parents 
‘who were siso at Coleman at that time, and ihe 
“muall town life that ste had been used to, 

“in 18G8 Mr. Wells rented sland again to 
Louis. This included the bulldings also, 0 the 











family moved for the final time, This is the 
Pulkla farm, SW 6-402.W5, ass known today. 
‘ME. Wells bit himselt a two-room Rouse on the 
same property 

‘A daughter, Virginia, was born to Louls and 
Mary’on October 2, 188, She aftended Sama 
School, as ner brothers had before her, unl 
trade four, when the sehool bus started. She then 
Enmpleted her schooling In eke 

Th 1982 the alltzner property was purchased, 
1 was fal, and Louls was shoveling grain from 
the threshing machine to the granary. Emma 
Brow came rom ie States to elp et mother 
bellet that «transaction must be done in the ight 
ff the moon in order to have any good fortune. It 
furmed out that Mary shoveled grain while Louls 
made the deal! 

Tn Jad5 the Wells property was purchased by 
means of a loan made by Leopold Zaleski. By 
this time Joe and Louis were interested in the 
farm and it became a family operation, 

“Also life was getting tobe alti easier. Mary 
belonged to the sewing circle. It was great fun! 
One’ day, Mary was a life iate fo catch Mrs, 
Parkkar, who was driving a horse and sleigh, 
witha load of ladies. Mary, carrying Virigaia, 
Was running through the snow, hollering and 

wing, never losing sight of ihe sleigh. The 
Taates tn the sleigh, though, were a pretty happy 
bunch, talking and never looking back. About 
five minutes after they all sat down at Irene 
Palm's who should arrive bat Mary, all puffed 

‘On October 28, 198 Me. Psikla transferred 
‘heir original place, ineluding the two log cabins 
Which standin the open lela, to his som Louls. BY 
1913 this place was finally cleared of all he bush 
4nd you can actualy see the north end of Sylvan 
iEake, which was unknown to them when they 
‘came to the Land in Isa, 

Ta 148, 100 square feet wore bull onto the 
house. Joe masried Jennie Trautman on July 3a, 
1818, 

‘Virginia was married to John Safronovich ot 
Buck ‘Creek on July’ 23, 1938, afler having 











graduated trom schoo! and belng employed as 
Bookkeeper Inthe Eekvile Co-Op store, 

“Tn 1910 Mand Mrs, Psikla celebrated their 
Sots Wedding Anniversary. They reilved to their 
own ome in Red Deer in March, 173 

“These are some of the events nthe ie, 1 
hope you enjoy tem, and i you are ever in Red 
Deer, am sure they can tell You alot of ther in 
teresting stores, 


JOUN AND AINA SAARI — by Elma Jackson 

‘John Vietor Saari was born in Finland in 1695, 
‘and in 1908, atthe age of years immigrated to 
the Unite States. He spent three years working 
In’ Duluth, Minnesota. and’ tn ‘Minneapolis 
Minnesota prior fo moving te Butte, Montana to 
‘work in the copper mines, 

in Jeguary, B11 he married Aina Maria Lax 
strom. She was bora In Repablie, Michigan, 
US. and, after being employed fortwo years 
In Stinneapalls, she moved Yo Butte. Their frst 
child, Rexford John, was bor there 

In 3812 the family moved to thelr homestead 
in the Golden Heigats district north of 
esllevile. Twas here thst Elma, Roy and 
‘Rudolph were tora, Bach winter John returned 
fo Batte fo work in the mine in order tomake the 
Fequlred Improvements on the homestead. After 
Approximately seven years he decided 0 leave 
Ins farm because ofthe unproductvenes ofthe 
and 

"For a few years they rented land in the 
Lesilevile and Eckvile areas, and in 1825 they 
archased the nome farm, N 2538-35. In ad 
fition to farming, between 1997 and 19i1 Tohn 
‘operated a sawmill south-west of Rocky Maou 
{in House on Prate Crock 

“Jon Was alwaya very tively involved in 
community alfals, He was ® councllor for the 
Imunlepality of Locheara “(Leslieville and 
Served’ as 4 schoo! board member in Gaiden 
Heights, Salma and Bele schoo! dstriets. He 
swas.on the hospital board for many years, hav 
ing been one ofthe original members who were 
Fesponiblefor the opening of the fst hospital 
Bokvie 

‘John was a very active supporter of the 
Eckville ‘Co-op Association. ‘Throughout Ms 
ears In the community he served a 8 Co-op 
Airector for mest ofthat ime. He was one of ie 
founding members of the Bekvile Creat Union 
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and remained active in this organization 
‘throughout hs hte 

He was a member of the telephone associa 
tion and was also very instrumental in bringing 
about the eleetriication program into the Fura 

“Throughout these endeavors John received 
full support from Aina, who sas. also very 
pleased fo see progress taking place inthe com 
‘munity and was always wiling to have com: 
illtee meetings tn thelr home. 

‘oha and Ana ef the farm in 1980 to ive in 

ckvile. They celebrated their Golden Wedding 

Anniversary in January, 961, with open house af 
the home of their son ahd daughter via, Roy 
and Marg Saat 





John passed away on July 12, 1863, Aina con 
tinged tolive in Eckvile unt sx months prise to 
her passing when, due to her arthritic condition 
she was foreed to take residence in Valley Park 
Manor, Red Deer. She passed away on February 
11, 197. They were predeceased by’ their son, 
Rx, in 1958. Elma and Jale Jackson are now 
residing’ In Calgary. Roy and. Marg. aren 
‘Eckville ana Rudolph and Kate ve on fhe home 
farm. 





SAIMA MEMORIES — fondly submitted by 
Fern Thorkman Skocdopole 

Tn memory of some of the early pioneers of 
the Salma district Without them the Community 
would have been Father small and insignificant 

T would ke fo mention two wonderful ladies, 
who ‘were lke grandmothers to me, Mrs. 10a 
Euaberg and Mrs. Hilda Salo, 

‘At the Lundberg's I emermber the afternoon 
tea parties we bad how lovely they were, Also 
the many times 1 stayed with her when Me, 
Lundberg was away at conventions: When Think 
of it now, how frightening it isi She was a 
Alabette aa could not be left alone, and Twas & 
Youngster of only seven or eight years 
Wnenever help was needed by a neighbor, she 
was the frst fo come and help. Many @ dolly and 
tiger Illy Thave to remember her By! 

‘Mrs. Hilda Salo's Is Where T was always 





seated at the table, with a cup of coffee, crear 
fnd "a io” of sugar — lke tle children love. 
‘One day’ I shall always remember was when 
Mrs. Salo put litle speons on the table. (Lite 
fig’ know then, they were cotfee spoons.) T 
{fuess she could see the admiration in my Big 
Brown eves wnen looked atthe Ite spoons, for 
‘this Kindy lady gave me one of them. Now quick 
|y rushed tome withthe spo0n in my hot te 
fist, ‘Thirty years have passed. T have. the 
Spoon in my slver chest and tice yearly take It 
‘tty polish It and tuck it away once more 

“rhen there were times when Wickets, cards oF 
‘other articles had fo be sla for Sehool. The fst 
place we would nea for was to Wayne and Tile 
Tgnatiae. They would make us so welcome. Tille 
always ad the best Finnish ‘coffee bread! 
‘Whatever we were selling, they woula buy. 1'm 
Sure some’of the articles were of ite use 10 
them. We always came away nappy, with change 
In" our pockets. Wayne now resides In the 
acombe Senor Ctizens Lodge. We see him now 
and then, enjoy 8 wonderful visit, which really 
brings bsek memories of when he llved in out 
omamunity. Tle passed away many Years ago 

‘Charles and Emma Donaldson, {rom 
Brockville, Ontario, owned Birch Crest on the 
twest end of Sylvan Lake, This is where We spent 
many a Sunday. During the summer Me. Donal: 
on would fake us for boat rides around ihe lake. 


‘We know where every sand bar and deep spot 
Was located, After our boat ide, we would have a 
felaxing visit over lemonade and sugar cookies, 


{nthe summer house which Ms. Donaldson had 
bullt on the bank overlooking the lake 
Sometimes tre would work on puzzles, or nave 8 
ame of scrabble, bul the Scrabble game usually 
fended quite soon, for one person in particular 
‘would Invent words to it any situation he en 
fountered. There were a few arguments, le 
tlonaries were brought out, and soon the kame 
Was serapped for that day 

‘Emma Donaldson was a dear Ite lad, who 


be 





played the plano forall the school concerts and 
Siher community activites. She even taught 
Some of us musle — or tried to, that is. Mrs 
‘Donaldson played the plano tn Ontario and later 
{n Youngstown forthe slent movies. When he 
‘Would show us how she would play diving 
‘ferent scenes, we were absolutely spellbound, 

‘The Donaidsons were relatives of Barbara 
‘Ann Scott, the world famous figure skater. On 
‘one occasion ‘when Barbara-Ann was to Base 
‘through Red Deer Mr. and Mrs. Donaldson had 
lsrranged fo board the train at a station wp the 
Ine: I was with great pride that they witnessed 
the outstanding ovation given to Barbara-Ann 
tipon her appearance at fe railway station in 
ea Deer. 

“The Donaldsons have passed away and are 
‘buried inthe Sylvan Lake Cemetery. Those of us 
Who had the opportunity of Snowing ther. wll 
Tememer that beautiful od ear with eurtalns, 
‘walen they drove, as well as thelr wonderful 
Sense of humor 

Hallowe'en was another period of time when 
wwe remember certain people. When We arrived 
1 Walter and Mamie Jonason’s, all decked out in 
Sur regalia, Walter always came up with a tle 
Something fo improve our costumes. Once {tw 
{corn cob pipe, There Was always & humorous 
Story oF Wo, nce treat and a Wish for avery 
enjoyable evening. Last words were "See you 
‘ext year!” Mamie passed away in July, 186, 
Sed to say, Walter passed away on May 8,197, 
So never hed the opportunity of seelng out book 
published. He would nave enjoyed it so very 
uct! 

“There were other people who were great fun 
at Hallowe'en, Including Gordon and Phyllis 
Exickson, One time I recall Prylis forgetting to 
‘uy’ treats 3 we ll enjoyed bacon and eggs. Fm. 
‘ute Dad and my uncles were happy to see us 
{row up, because we must have been awfully 
fard on thelr clothing, especially the underwear, 
‘when assembling our costumes, Come to think of 
Ttrmaybe they weren't the only ones tobe Nappy 
to see us grow up! 

Walter Stopsen, SE 30-99-25, was a 
bachelor, bul he enjoyed the company” of 
‘hidren very much. One day the Saima School 
lass went over tose Walter to dlscuss purchas: 
fing nis farm, Ths was a socal studies proect 0 
the students had to go alone. Anyway, Walter 
told us to"'go look af the machinery, sock and 
buildings” He stayed nthe house to. make 
neh, so we could do our dealing over coffee 

‘Waller sugested Wwe should have a lawyer on 
hand, but we assured him that we were very 
Itustworthy and a lawyer would not be needed, 
find would just be an added expense. I can't 
feeall the price we arrived at, but It was 
probably small How alee twas for him fo take 
fhe time to bother with us! 

‘My Anti Bellikka was another person T shall 
remember fondly. He had the most beautiful 
Gancing blue eves, and’ show-white beard. T 











always thought he'd make one “Super Santa 
Claus.” I Just happened that he would be going 
by our gate every morning when we were on our 
‘way’ to School In summer It was With horse and 
buggy, im water, with horse. and ‘cutter. He 
‘would'tuek the covers around us and oft we 
‘Would go. When school was over Who was on the 
Toad bat Bir, Bellleea! He fold us he mas going 
for milk, but im sure he never made so many 
trips or milk, As Tremember, He had a nanny 
{oat that stood on the litle shed east of hs house, 

gr. Belikka loved to ski, but before starting 
‘out he would light hs pipe. Every time he would 
‘push wth hs poles a putt of smoke would come 
‘ut of iis pipe, We found tls most amusing. and 
tought mat it would make one wonder how the 
effort as powered! 

Mrs. Minnie Lindequist, SE 23.38.35, was a 
neighbor lady who aways served maple stcks (0 
ts children, Now, they are referred fo as “long 
Johns.” How times have changed, Before, when 
someone referred to “long. johns" they meant 
Someone's winter woolles. Must be the genera: 
tion gap! 

‘Ded had a hired man be the name ot John 
vaara, We children called him “Lite Jot” 
because he wasn't very big, bit he realy knew 
how towork. Somehov, we found out when It was 
‘John's birthday, s0 we asked Mother to bake @ 
‘ake and put candles on it. After supper that 
evening we brought the cake ut, it the candles 
land proceeded to sing "Happy Birthday." Tears 
ame to John's eves. We didnt know it was our 
Singing, or what. Apparently he had never had & 
birthday cake before, and was very touched, He 
ais, "No one had ever done anything so nice for 
the before." Some people liked to make fun of 
Sohn, but T guess they never took the time to get 
Tolknow hirm of they would have felt diferent 

‘Many a lovely vsit we enfoyed with Wayne 
and Saale Stopsen. SE" 36835, Sadie could 
Whip up a dellclous eake faster than anyone T 
Know, when unexpected company arrived 

‘One humorous incident tat comes to mind 
When out In the flelds at meal time, the men 











‘Wore summoned tothe meal by Sadie swinging a 
‘white cloth. One day she decided to ry chicken 
for dianer, and had trouble wringing the legnorn 
‘lcken's neck. Wayne noticed the moverment in 
theair, and immediately started home. a bit ear 
Iy‘tor the mealt Many a laugh we nad over ths. 

The lovely people mentioned are al gone now, 
with ‘ihe exception of Gordon and: Phyllis 
Erickson, who sill are our neighbors 

‘My ony regret is tha this history book wasn't 
‘writen ID ears sooner, so some of hese wonder. 
{ul people Gould have had the pleasure of reading 
it, Tve very much enjoyed working with the 
‘oup to compile the book. T have also had the 
pleasure of meeting ‘mary’ wonderful people 
through als work 


SAIMA SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1457 

‘Armecting toform a shoot disrit was called 
on December 27, 1806 at the home of John 
Schnoor (NW 2053823). John Sehnooe” was 
flected the chairman with Baward Mitamer as 
{he secretary, ‘The otter board members were 
‘Nels Walsanen, Herman Talsoa, Tomas Thork 
man, and Caries Reinhold 

At the frst board meeting held in 1907 on 
February i, Edward Mitzner was appointed 
Secretary treasurer. He was tobe bonded for the 
Sum of $200, salary to be 830 forthe year with 
fhe district fo furaish the necessary” postage 
Stamps, paper, books, etc. Taxes were levied at 
Seven and one-quarter percent per acre for 197. 
‘At this meeting It was decided to bulla a frame 
Schoolhouse 2 feet wide, 3 feet long and 1 feet 
high, (suitable to accommodate 40 pupils), The 
School house was tobe bull on the SE: orner 30 
382115 on two acres of ground purchased from 
J Fohnson for $8 an acre 

‘A Toan of $1,300 as obtained from Canadian 
National Loan Co. Ltd, Tenders were opened for 
Dullding the schoolhouse with C.-M. Dolla sub 
‘ltting the lowest bid of $115 August Mitznert0 
post bond for work done. ‘The contract for 
Bullaing the school was to include’ a woodshed 
land {wo outhouses. The sill for the senool 
bullaing ¢o consist of two by elght's spiked 
Together to form an elght by elght. The supporis 
{be deeper than 18" for whieh the contractor 
‘woul be patd extra 

“Thomas ‘Thorkiman was paid for delivering 
‘2 feet of lumber at 85 per thousand and $2.50, 
{or getting prices on lumber making a total of 
$8.45. Isaae Nem was paid for drawing 6871 
{fect of lumber at $5 per thousand total $13.39. At 
the May 15, 1a? meeting the board of trustees 
‘Bsclded the woodshed should be 1 fee by 12 feet, 
Seven feet high wiih 2 slant root The school 
[ground fo be as follows: D8 feet eight Inches ru 
fing trom east to west and 41? feet four inches 
Fanning from south to north. The school site 
‘would be cleared of brush and fenced, te fence 
Would be made of popular ralls vith posts driven 
Inthe ground and the ie guard 16 feet wide. Tae 
chimney forthe schoo tobe 16 Snches square or 





bull sx bricks tothe round. John Johnson to far 
nish brieks, lime and’ sand aad to put the 
‘himney up for $20. There were 20 double seats 
frdered for pups ofthe school — six large size, 
fight medium size, and six small size: also 
feacher's desk number five, teacher's chalrs, 
{Wo of number two, Also to ‘be purchased were & 
lobe, 100 fect of Ryloplate ‘blackboard with 
oldings, 2 schoo! hand bell, number one desk 
Bell, also clock number one, three boxes alpha 
usitess crayons, ve ‘christie’s. dustless, 
folseless erasers, numeral frame, one Christies 
Fubber-tip pointer, Imperial unabridged dle 
onary, 40 dards of reading tablets and 2 dozen 
stool Feport ears, 

Tt was resolved that a second class lady 
teacher was to be hired. (wonder why a frst 
‘lass lady wouldnt do) 

When the school opened in 1907, the frst 
teacher was Miss Nicly. During the first years 
the school was opea from June to December, 8 
Six month period. The teachers salary was $50 
per month ‘Te children ofthe following parents 
Ettendd classes in 1807" Eekrass, Nick fsaacson, 
George Kidd, Rudolt Stopsen, Thoma: 
‘Thorkman, Mrs. Ignatius, Beidort, Herman 
‘Talgon, Knutila and Brie Maki 

‘Business discussion atthe second annual 
meeting of the ratepayers held on Jan. 11 198, 
‘Beginning al 10 a.m, was the well It was 108 feet 
Seep and cost $id with Interest per annum. of 
‘ight percent until pald,A great concern was the 
{arge bills belng allowea by the board and that 
the government should be approached to see If 
Something could be done about such Bills. NO 
elegates were seat To the Second Annual 
{Convention ofthe Assoctation of School Trustees 
tobe held in Calgary, January 22°23, 1808 due to 
Iaek of funds, 1-H Baldor! proposes that the 
Fatepavers shouid get together and fence te 
School grounds without the expense of hiring it 
Sone. This would save all the expenses except ihe 
falls, Jon Sennoor offered t0 donate all poles 
required, Fence to.be an "A" fence. A motion 
twas made by H. Sehroeder and seconded by 
‘Tames Bernard that the ratepayers turn out on 
February 1, 1908 to put up the fence. Thomas 
‘Thorkman Was) appointed foreman. August 
Mitzner asked the board to release hm from his 
ond as an assurance for building” of Salma 
‘hoo! by C. Me. Dylla. This was accepted by the 
Board. All future work was to be done bY con 
tract A special meeting held March 6, 1908 at 
$:5h pm. a the home of John Schnoor wes called 
to levy the school taxes, The taxes were set at 
Seven and one-alf cents per acre for 1908. It was 
oted that not enough ratepayers turned out to 
Dull the fence, Some who came abjected to hav 
‘ng pole fence bult so nothing was done at this 
time. 

‘Ai the third annual meeting ratepayers 
ecided to bulld a log stable to accommodate 
‘about six horses. Seeretary-ireasurer was In 
‘Structed to write to Ottawa for a permit to cut 























‘enough logs from the schoo! section for sald pur. 
poses. If they would have gone to section 3, they 
ould have had all the logs they wanted tre. 

“The school taxes in 1910 were levied a six and 
oneshait cents per aere. The fence was nally 
bliin 10 after tenders were et out with Henry 
Pepisto belng awarded withthe contract with a 
bid of S18. Tr T8I0 Mr. Robinson was hired 10 
{each fora salary of $0 per month for a period of 
‘ix months: Taxes levied in 19k were six and 
tne quarter cents per acre or S10 per quarter 
Scction, Taxes in 101d were levied at seven and 
fone quarter cents per sere and a discount of 10 
percent was allowed! onal taxes pald by May 
{aus Mr. E. Hoglund offered to paint the outside 
fof the senoothouse with two coats of pal fr S20 
He ras to supply all he paln necessary and aso 
to paint the fo outhouses atthe rate of 25¢ per 
stare yard 

“Taxes for the years 1915 to 1818 were sot at 16 
with the same discount as previous years, In 1818, 
{he Janttors salary was raised to four dollars per 
‘month, as well ag the teachers salary ralsed to 
Sit pe month. Ia 191 the axes went down f010¢ 
the discount twas five percent but the Teachers 
Salary went upto $90 per month. Taxes went up 
fo 12? per acre in 1890, alscount staying at five 
percent but in 1921 the taxes stayed at 12 cents 
But the discount was set at 10 percent, The 
teacher's salary) was $1200" per Year. Mr. A. 
Hoglund painted the inside of the school fo $85, 
In 1820 the taxes Went up to 15 an acre, discount 
fet percent taxes were paid a0 days trom the 
day the faxes were due. Tae teachers salary was 
Feduced to $100, Taxes were 1 mils in 1823 with 
40 pereent discount on all current Taxes up 10 
March t and five percent up to May with the 
Feachers salary at $1200. In Te24 the taxes were 
levied at £13 mills with a discount of 10 percent 
HE pala by Apll 1. Teachers salary was again 
reduced to $1000, The tax dlscount and teachers 
Salary remained the same in 1925. In 198 the 
mil rate went up 1020 mills dlseotnt of 10 per 

tf paid before June 15, Teachers salary Was 
sim, 














(The above was taken from the first minute 
book "Kept of “the irustees and ratepayers 
mietings)) 

“Bachelors llving in the district at this time 
and later were Gust Carson, John Jar, Henry 
Eepisto, Victor Vianen, Jarmes Bernard, Emil 
Heino. ‘Tey played an important part in our 
community and we would be amiss {ewe didn't 
‘mention thelr names, 

“Tarough the years the school was used for 
other purposes such as chureh services and 
Social evenings and in later years eard partes 
Sand binges 











‘The winters were cold. The made of travel 
was walking or with & horte if you were for 
tunate enough to have a horse. The school was 
Nery cold. Clothing was very important. Felt 
Shoes, woolen stockings and long underwear 
‘ere a must.'The ehlldren would si unt noon 
Around the pot belly Turnace to Keep warm. 

Tutheraa ministers resided In the area; a 
‘manse was ull in 1910 inthe SW corner of the 
SW 2438 65. Aenisters inthe alstriet through 
the years were ev. Jel, Rev. and. Mr®, 
Kortionen, Rev. and itis. Andrew Harju and 
Fev, dont Luomala. Two laymen who performed 
baptismal and burial services when a minister 
‘wae unavailable were Erle Maki and Andrew 
Ballitka. The manse was moved to Syivan Lake 
In 1906 fo be used as the Presbyterian mance, 

In 186 the school was renovated and 8 fll 
basement was bull. The shortages of teachers 
ep forced the beard to close the school, The 
cnllaren were bused to Eckl. The school was 
‘moved to Eekvile the following year where It 
Was used as the Home Eeanams room. The last 
lected board for the Salma School from 194i 
850 was: Secretary-treasurer, Mrs. Svivia 
‘Thorkman, Tyustees — Walter Johnson, Alex 
Muro and Vilho Mak 

“Teachers at Salma Schoot were 

1807 ~ aflss Ney, 1908 — Mr. C, Tancock, 
sos" alssDrima’ Rebertson, 2910 — MF 
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‘Thomas E. Robinson, 1911 — Mr. Campbell 
Innes, 1817 afr. S.A. Wilkin, 1913 — Mss 
Alberta MacLaughlin, 1914 Mise Mt. E. Stewarts, 
415 — Miss Florella Jonnston (Barham), 1216 > 
Miss Rodgors, 1917 —AissIsea Grimson, 198 — 
Mrs. A°R. Quigley, 818 Miss Lilian Gugmun- 
Son, 1880 Miss Lenort Molle Gratam, 1921 — 
Miss Adin M, Farr, 1922 — Ms. Florelia 
Barhan, 1923 ~ Miss’ Raymond, Mis. Martin 
Rowell, 192425 Mise Winlired Ariendscon, 1935 
Miss Ruth Garvies (Lundberg) 102% ~' se 
Alcinger, 1998 —"Mlss Agnes Anderson, 192-31 
Miss Lytate HL, (Shute? 1992-96 Mies Laimle 
Marian’ Mackie,” 078 Miss’ Martha. Tira, 
(Feial) 1999-40 atiss Mllared Anderson (Nier) 
184i — Mrs. Naney Nolan, 192 — Mrs, Dorothy. 
Watson, 1845 — Mrs. Balth Russell, 1943 — Br, 
Elma Jackson, 244- frs. Dorothy Watton, 1986, 

Mis, Annle Martin, i947 — Mrs. Carrie 
Nellson, 1848 ass Mary Gamble, 1949 ~ Ms, 
Marion MeCarrol, 180 — Mss Wilma Wyatt 
(Steves) 





OSSIAN AUGUST SALMINEN FAMILY — by 
‘Audrey Jenson 

‘Ossian August Salminen was born February 
22, 1901 in Tampere, Finland and came to the 
Eckville ares in sz, He was employed by Henry 
Barland as a carpenter, and they built many 
bulldings in and around Eekvile, the most 
Aotable of which was the Fekvile creamery in 
3005 He algo worked with Henry Jokkinen and 
constructed private hemes, some of Which are 
Sil occupied today, Including Takakinen's house 
Which was moved to 502454 Avenue in Eekvile, 
§nd-Zelt's house on the farm, 

“The Finnish people in the Eekville dlstrlet 
had a live theatre group, and August plaved the 
male lead roles wile Ne was inthe area in 1821, 
4908, and 1908. During hs stay In Bekvile he also 
partielpated. in the cross-country “ski races, 
‘whieh he helped organize 











1 1990 August returned to Medicine Hat, 
where he had lived upon his arival from Finland 
In 1982 He was employed as a hired hand for 
Matt Hiaapala on ls farm near Manybervies. He 
ths wore nthe Rod coat mins, 5 wel 
4 being employed in the maintenance depart 
‘ment by the eity of Medicine Hat 

Esther Haapala, eldest child of Matt and 
anna Haapala, was employed at ihe Medicine 
Hat hospital when she and August Salminen 
Were married. ‘They had four daughters 
Marlene, Audrey, Lenare, and Jeanette, all brn 
at Medicine Hat 

August moved hls wife and daughters to 
‘Benalto i 188 when he enlisted In the Canadian 
flr force and went overseas. to fight for his 
‘Adopted land, Thelr only’ son, Norman, was born 
inthe Eekvlile hospital in isi? and was three 
‘Yeats old betore Gus saw him. 

‘ter the war, in 1945, Gus bought a farm 
from Rudolf Stopsen, the NW 2838205 in the 
Salma district and farmed for seven years unl 
he ran ont of toney. 

Salminens move into Eckville m 1959 and 
Esther worked atthe hospital fortwo years walle 
Gus was up north bullding mlcro-wave towers. 
‘They lett Eekville again in 198 and resided at 
Steiier, Edmonton, Jasper Place and. Seba 
Beach Before returning in 985 to ther old house 
fm oath avenue In Eekvilie. They resided here 
Uni thelr passing — Gus on May 1. 1975, 
{ollowed by Bsther on September 24, 113 

‘Marlene MeLean hat three. sons! Lauren, 
Darren and Wade, and lives in Edmonton 

‘Audrey Jenson has two daughters, Debra and 
‘Sandra, and lives in the Bekville district. 

‘Lenore Gaviryluk has wo daughters and one 
fon and they live in Edmonton. The children are 
‘Mares, Kimberly and Kendell 

“Jeanette Stanley and her family live tn St 
“Albert. She has teo sons, Rodger and Tyler, and 
a daughter, Mary Dale 

‘Norman and Judy live in Edmonton, Judy is 
the Yormer Judith Moses of Grand Prarie 











‘OSCAR AND HILDA SALO FAMILY 

‘Oscar Herman Bjorn emigrated from 
‘Suomisalin, Finland, te Hollfay in 2886, and 
‘worked at the shipyards fora time before mo: 
Ing on ino the United States, Here’he worked in 
‘Varios coal mines and in diferent states for 16 
‘years, and spent ane year working ih 9 copper 
nine in Butte, Montana. Apparently Oscar hed 
Tost one or more of his pay cheques due to the 
misepeling of nis name. fie therefore vowed that 
he would change his name {rom "Bjorn" (0 
"Salo and this change prevented tne loss af any 
more cheques, 

‘ga M,_Vaisanen came Into Sand Coulee, 
‘Montana, US.A. in 192 fram Oululan, Fiand, 
tostay with her sisters, Elisa, and Anne, (Mrs. 
Paul Kalkkonen). Soon after ins Fllsa. was 
married to Frank Holm and the couple let for 
Bekvile, Alberta, fo seek 8 career In farming. 
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Hilda then took over the boarding house which 
Elisa had been operating 

Hilda and Oscar were married in. Sand 
Coulee, Montana, of July 18, and in 1318 they 
too, immigrated to aiterta and settled at Nor 
‘dogg, where Oscar obtained employment in the 
‘coal mines, They, with thelr daughter Viena, 
lived in Nordegs for about a year. However, the 
idea. of Tarming. appealed to them and. they 
thought the SE D6902W5 in the Bekville area 
Here they bata house and the other necessary 
buildings and established thelr home. However, 
before the house was completed another 
(daughter, Gertrude, was born at the Home of 
Hilda's sister, Mrs. Prank Holm, east of 
Eckville. Osear would go back to work at 
[Nordogg after the home was bull and the family 
then lived by themselves while he was away. 

‘Oscar and Hilda had a family of seven 
ciuldren, losing one soa, arthur, when he 
three years old in an accident, This occurred at 
{hreshing ime i 1833. The lad had climbed onto 
‘wagon whlch Was feraporarly le, and then he 
‘ras climbing doen again over the wheel when 
the driver returned and stared up the tear, not 
Knowing tat the boy was there. Arthur Was Fax 











over, and death resulted. The remalning 
ebiidéen are Viena, ‘Gertrude, Laila, Sally, 
Sawin, and Wired. 

(Ostat and Hilda farmed their quarter at 
ekvile unl 195, having also bought @ CPR. 
(quarter north of the home place during ihe 
0's 

‘AE one time during this period Oscar had 
bought a Ford car. After atime the fot began to 
Teale and on one occasion he had placed atin can 
Im the car to cateh the dripping water. He had 
fGrgotten about this ean eng inthe ear and one 
day’ 2s he was driving down the road he heard 
{hts can rattling. He looked lato the back of the 
far to see what was causing the nose, and Wile 
fhe was doing thls the ear tok the liberty of un. 
lng tt the roadinto a deep alten. The result was 
that he had to have the car pulled ou by some 
nearby neighbors, and Osear’had to endure alot 
Gt Joshing about this Incident for quite some 
time 

Hilda passed away on March 28, 1985, a 53 
years of age. Ths same eat Onear sold te farm 
{o-Mr- and Mrs. Challe TRorkman, nearby 
‘elghbors, ana bought a home In Sylva Lake 
his health did not perenit him to continue farm. 
‘ng. He continued to ive ia Syivan Lake unt 
his ‘death in April, 189 at the age of 73 years. 
"Both lida and Oscar are buried inthe Belvile 
cemetery. 

‘he children are all in Alberta except for 
Wutrea ‘(better known as Bl) who married 
aura Sissons Bland Laura have lived in Win 
slpeg, Manitoba, sine thelt marsiage, and Rave 
a amily of five boys and one gi. Dil finished 
his rade 12 in the Sylvan Lake school, and by 
Conlinued seitedueation he became a supervisor 
of the City Gas Supply in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 

awn, even ata young age, was interested fn 
cletrilty and “what made if work.” Billy the 
Younger brother, was pressed into service as 
Eawin's assistant, or “guinea pig” in memerous 
experiments. Fortunately, Billy survived allot 
{hese experiences and Edwin went on to make 
lectrietfy hs ife's work, He worked as 8 super 
‘sor fora numberof Years and now has his wn 
Glectrieal business. eslled dean Electrical 
Supplies, in Calgary, Edwin married ‘Oda 
Nihon of Huszar Alberta, and they have a 
famnlyof four daughters and one son 

Sally mazried Tiny Wallebeck trom 
CCareshoim, Alberta, and they have wo adopted 
children, ‘David. and Nancy, who are stl of 
School age. Tiny worked far the Geophysteal Ser 
‘ices International for some Years, and is now {n 
the GS office in Calgary, where they have 
lived for some time, 

Talla married Albert Kult and they are 
espero farmers and have a family of tree boy's 
fand'a gil. Leslie lives in British Columbia, and 
has 2 tarity of two, Linda lives in Spruce Lake, 
Saskatenewan, and nas e boy and agit. Jim is 
attending University, preparing for a career in 
Teaching: He was married an June 26, 1976, (0 











[Brenda Bott, of Lesilevile. Walter is thirteen in 
4905, and is stil at home, 

Gertrude, the second cidest Salo gr), married 
Louls Johnson of Sylvan Lake after Worla War 
1T Boih Gertrude and Louis had been in the ser. 
‘ice during the war. After he rtura to elvan 
life Lous ored as a mechan for quite a few 
years in the Joe Uniinen Garage and later or 
Syorked for the G.S.1as a mechani in the Ran 
Bow Lake area. Louis passed away at Reinbow 
Lake in 167 atthe age of 81 years. Gertrude is 
living in Eekvile a the present time, ‘Tele aly 
son, dim, suered froma erppling disease and 
Hpecame tonfined to a wheelehalr belore he was 
sixteen, Jim now lives in Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Tn 1008 Viena, the oldest aaughier of Oscar 
and illda, married John Kangas, the son of 
Richard Kangas of Hespero, They Rave two sons, 
Lome and Robert. While John was serving in the 
‘army Viena lived In Syivan Lake and after is 
‘olurn they bought farm inthe Diamond Valley. 
‘rea. Joh later worked in elevators at Hesper9 
‘and at Bekele but found thatthe dust was fee: 
ting ls health so, in 1982, they moved to Sylvan 
Lake. John then worked at the water well ring 
Business unt his death in 187, a the age of 38 
Viena sill tives tn syivan Lake. Lame, their 
older soa, married Glenda Anderson of Bentley, 
‘Alberia and they have a family of fe boys and 
{two girls. Larne ands family live at Lede, and 
orme works as a chartered accountant and has 
his office in dmonton. ‘Robert married Ann 
Nylen of Bdmonton and they lve in Calgary with 
thee family of two girls. Robert also is a 
chartered eecountant and \s emploved by the oll, 
Industry. 

‘AS of April, 2906, the grandehildren of Oscar 
and Hilda number twenty and the great 
fandenildren number ten, 





SKOCDOPOLE, GLENN AND FERN 

Glenn ‘Lyle,’ youngest son of Charles and 
Mildred (Strand) Skoedopote, was born June 3 
3985, at Barrhead, Alberta 

‘Atan early age, Glenn moved with his family 
toafarm in the Hespero district, He received his 
faucation at Dalsy Nook, Condor and Lindsay 
‘Thurber Composite High Schools in Red Deer, 

Glenn and” Fern" Catherine, "youngest 
laughter of  Charies and sylvia (Kalaptas) 
‘Thorkman of Eekville, were married ih Red 
Deer, Apri 3 1958 

Ferm altended school at Salma, Eekvile and 
Edmonton. During her school years, Fern was 
acive inthe Glee Club and Drama group as well 
4s all sports, After thelr marriage they lived in a 
{mobile heme on the Skoedopote farm at espero 
‘While on the farm they had three children, twins, 
Steven Charles and Susan Catherine borh Apr 
4, 1960 and Caria Jean, born November 2, 1983 
Steven and Susan startea Grade 1 at Condor 
Schoo! but due to ines, the family moved tothe 
foun of Bekville in July 1967. The family rented 
home for a few years and Steven steadily 








proved, A fourth child Gerald Edward was borr 
‘Rpril 2, 170, n the Red Deer General Hosptial 

Tin 187 Glenn and Fern purchased SE 2p 893 
ws trom Fera's parents and bullt a new home 
‘Ths property was formerly owned by Oscar anc 
Hilda Salo. Glena fs presenly installing Tura 


fas systems throughout the province. He fs at 
via pilot, a member of C.O.P.A, and enjoys 
fishing and huating when he finds the time. Fern 
‘was a Brownle leader and belonged io the 
Hespero' Presbyterian Ladies" Ald whlle at 
Hespero. In Eekvile, she taught Sunday School, 
{sa member of the Country Ladies Ald and Is 
Dresenly secretary of the Eckvile and District 
Historteal Society. The children attend school in 
Eckel 


‘THE SOCIALIST HALL 

"The Socialist Hall was bullt around 1908 1 
was located on the south side of 1738.2. just 
‘west of a small lake whlch has dried up trough 
the years. 

"Juhants plenles were held there as well as 
otter functions; basket socials, shadow socials, 
Saneing and a large Christmas program and 
Social evening. 

‘In 1919, the hall was moved onto a new site 
next to NO. 11 Highway on SW 12-362-W5, The 
few location was more central and there were 
better roads. 

‘The hall was named Elspeth Hall, after a 
CAR: side track close by. 

’ to acre parcel of land was purchased on 


too 





{he west shore of Sylvan Lake in 1928 on NW 21 
Sea's whieh was the summer camp. for 
teenagers and young adults 


Tn the late 1850's the Elspeth Hall was moved 





‘again, this ime onto the acreage on the shore of 
Syivan Lake called Tim Buck shore 

‘Two years later the hall and property was 
sold to the Ukranian Assoelaton of Eamonton. 












STOPSEN, LUDWIG 

‘Tuawig'Stopsen was born in Urjola, Finland 
sn 603 His fre wife Hilda Makioja, was bora 
fn Tempere, Finland in October, 180 

Tudieig emigrated to Rock Springs, Wyom. 
sng, in 188, and Hida to New Yorkin 191, where 
she was employed as a mai, 

‘Wille: working tn the mines in the United 
States, word was spreading that there’ was 
omesiead land availabe in-an unsettled area 
West of Red Deer, in the NWT. As a result, 
uawig arrived at the land tes office in Red 
Deer fo fle on the NE 2538.3. 

Since the land was heavily timbered the frst 
thing on the agenda was to bud a log cabin next 
{o the ereek that flowed through the property. 
{and had to be cleared to enable one to ralse 
rain fo make a living 

‘Aller having corresponded for a number of 
years in 1919 Hilda arived tn Red Deer, Alberta 
here she and Ludwig were married, Hilda was 
2 very hard working lady, who must have found 
It very dificult living on the homestead, after be 
Ing used fo elty living. The neighbors. all 
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remember what a tender and kindly person she 

‘One cold day in January 1916, when the 
temperature apped 19 40 degrees below 2er0, 
help was needed at tne Stopsens, Hllda, who was 
expecting went into labor and the help of mid 
‘wile was neede 

Lugwig, Knowing his good friends, the 
‘Thomas ‘Thorkmans, had fast horses, skled 
deross the fled and asked if someone would go 
fet ite closest mic-wite, Mrs. Wetelainen, mo 
fived'in the Kuusamo district. Wilitam 
‘Thorkman, with horses and cutter, quickly set 
out to bring her to the Stopsen hone: When the 
‘dite arrived, she knew ths ease Was oUt of 
her hands, and a doctor was needed. Off Bill 
‘went, tis time to get Dr. Richard Parsons from 
Red Deer. Upen arriving at Hewson’s Livery 
barn In Red Deer one look convinced the 
proprietor thatthe horses would never make the 
nile trip back. Bil was given a fresh team, 
and with Dr. Parsons, off thev sped West 

Dr. Parsons saved Hlida, but the baby boy, 
Leonard, dled and is Buried In the Kuusamo 
cemetery. Since there wasn't anything more for 
{he doctor too, Bll and Dr. Parsons set off for 
the return to Red Deer, making a total of 130, 
Inlles for one-night tip-vand this vith horses! 
‘This goes to show that neighbors relled on one 
another very much. Tho old saving really came 
{tue: “What are neighbors for if your can't use 
them when vou need them? 

‘Ludwig and Hilda didnt give up after this ex. 
perience, for on February If, 198, Edward was 
Bora, He’ was followed by Wayne, born on June 
21,190, with Mrs. Angle as the mld-swte 

‘Ea and ‘Wayne atfended senool in Salma, 
Bekville and Red Deer 

Hilda ‘passed. away) October 15, 1958 and 
Ludwig dled May 2, 1949, Both are buried Inthe 
‘Kausamo cemetery 
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1m 1940 Ea enlisted in the British Merchant 
Navy and Wayne enilsted In the R-CN.V-R. in 
330 Bd served on all seven seas, having hs 
Ships torpedoed in the North Sea in September, 
sit andin the North Atlante in Ape 193 Ed 
took his discharge In May, 1946 

‘Wayne married Sadie Hannah, eldest 
daughter of ‘Obert and Gunda Anderson of 
Bentley In Juno, 19%. "They have two chilren, 
Patricia Marlene married $r. Leslie Anderson, 
and they nave tree exildren, Dwayne, Lavonne 
and Shelley. Merle Wayne lives in Saskatoon, 

‘Wayne passed away February 26, 1988 ands 
buried In the Eekville cemetery, Sadie passed 
away June 20, 1977, and ts buried fn Vig 

"Ed married Jean Macrae, only daughter of 
Donald and May Macrae in Neweaste-on-Tyne, 
England in 1095. After serving overseas from 
1940 fo 188, Ed returned to Canada with hs new 
bride. T guess there's no place like home, for Ea 
and Jean have made thelr home in Bekvile, 

Td was an accountant forthe Co-op for some 
time, unl he resigned in May 1950 to accept the 
positon as manager of the Eekwille and Distrlet 
Sevings and Credit Union. He also started his 
wn agencles at Ths lime, 

TEavand Jean's son Donald was born in June, 
1947 but passed avay in infancy. He Is buried it 
the Eekwille cemetery, The following Sune, Ten 
lle was born and in May, 1953, Beverly arsived 
Inthe wort, 

‘Jennifer and Bev toole thelr schooling in 
‘Eclvile, Jeaniter going onto further her educa 
tion in social work, during the summers working 
Ba Dilchener Ceatre, She is married fo Michael 
Breen, and lives In Oshawa, Ontario. They have 
one daughter Jeslea 

‘Beverly took her nurse's training atthe Red 
Deer College and is presently working at the 
Calgary’ General Hospital. 

Sah Band ean Tae an atv part nthe 
community, mainly the Legion, Cons Club and 
the Presbyterian Chureh, and wherever help 1s 
needed 























TALSON, ADOLE — by Bsther Marshall 

My uncle, Ado (Happy) ‘alson was the 
eldest and oniyson of the famly of Mr. and tr, 
ike Talson. He willbe always remembered for 
his love of sid-time dancing. He called many a 
Square dance at Young People’s Hall, He also 
‘was a great one for playing practical Jokes onthe 
Younger children, (One instance I ecall Is 3 
right wintry day when we were playing outside 
‘uring the noon hour at Salma School. We could 
hear *Happy'sslelghbells on his favorite eam, 
Molly and Prince. As usual we broke the rules 
‘and went to meet him and ali piled into the sielgh 
fox for our ride back to the school. Instead of 
Stopping Yo let us off atthe school he made the 
Fores gallop, 20 about a mile later he stopped 
‘Needless to sy we svere very late fr school by 
The time we nad walked beck. We all spent con 
Siderable time after school, a our teacher, Miss 
Halle Macken appreciate elas og 
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Henry Talson was born in Vaasa, Finland, in 
asi. His wite, the former Helga Kopsala was 
born in Toholainp, Finland in 185. Henry came 
oihe U.S.A In se, and wen! fo work inthe coal 
‘mines of Wyoming atthe age of 1d years. In 1903, 
he and nis friend, Jack Knutila, decided to look 
for a new location, and tossed coin to decide 
‘whether ta come to Alberta orto take the Oregon 
‘Tral to Oregon, Alberta won, and he came and 
filed on @ homestead as did’ lmost all oters 
‘coming to the country. at that time. Ip 1805 he 
Sought his family to Canada, but returned to 
‘Wyoming each winter to work ih the mines there. 
Some eash money was needed to enable him to 
Prove up on the homestead. The wife and young 
hilt were left on the homestead during these 
winters, The Homestead was located on NEV 18: 
SLE.WBin the munielpaldistriet af Lorne No 400 











Atler this the family was able to remain 
together, and they’ settled down on the 
homestead where they remalned forthe next 40 
Years and raised their family. During that time 
Henry Talson did alot to help this part of Canada 
‘row in stature. Pust he bought a team of xen 
Sohal they had transportation to enable ther to 
{foto eed Deer for supplles. In those days there 
Were no roads —fust aagon trail, and would 
{ake about three days to make a round ‘ep, 
Eventually aman by the name of Eekford 
Started the fist general store on the bank of the 
Medicine River about a mile ana a bait north of 
there Eckville is today. ‘This relieved. the 
Setilers ofthe necessity af making thelong tip t0 
Red Deer, 

Henry Talson was very active In community 
undertakings. He was a member of the 
‘municipal courell for about {wenty years and 
liso served on the sehool board for many Years 
‘Hr was one of the original members of the local 
Co-op store and was a member of the board af 
‘rectors and chairman for many Years. The 
Srgantzation ‘of local telephone. assoclation tn 
1919 saw Mr. Talson an aelive worker and Re 
Served on it board for many terms. He nol only 
took an terest in publle life at Eexvile but 
Served on the board of directors ofthe Benalto 
Fa, n which he took «great intrest 

‘Henry and his brother Matt were one of the 
frst sellers Io introduce Registered Percheron 
Horses and Shorthorn catle info the district 
‘When, in 199, hls brother Matt and wife Selma 
both died Henry adopted ther ste children and 
Falsed them with his own, During the fist Worl 
‘War six of the boys joined the armed forces and 
Saw service overseas. Fortunately, they all 
arrived home safely. In 184 Henry sold his farm 
fand moved to British Columbia 10 spend his 











Of the nine Talson children only Irene 
remains in Alberta today, She is married, and 
has ehllaren and grandehilaren also In Alberta 
Fred and Mat are deceased, andthe rest are all 
living in Belsh Columbia, At last count Henry 
and Helga have 21 grandchildren and 82 great 
sgrandedlldren, 





MR. AND MRS, HENRY TALSON'S 
CHLDREN 

red was born i 1908 and dled in 1973, He had 
‘married Susanna Byttynen in 185, and they had 
fone son, Richard, now deceased. Susan Ives In 
‘Bentley’ atthe present tle. 

ida” was born in 1906. She married Phil 
Laybourne of Eckville In 1940, Several years 
‘after Phil's death she married Frank Burnett of 
British Columbia, They are now retired ana lw: 
Ing in Port Coquitlam, Britsh Columbia 

‘ina, born in 1808, married Harvey Kall 
Sylvan Lake In 100, "Their three ehldzen a 
Kenneth, Marlene (its. J. Hahn), and Shella 
(irs. Ross Jewell), and they’ have five 
‘grandchildren. They afe now semi-relired, and 
fre living in Langley, B.C 

"Mathew was bora in 1910 and died in 1871. He 
married Dagney Nelsoa In 1888. They had one 
daughter, Linda, (Mrs, Don Reimer), and (wo 
grandchildren. Bagney now makes her home at 
Harrison Lake, B.C 

Walter was’ born in 1913, He marzied irene 
Piper, in England, in 1944. They have one so, 
Larry, and one granddaughter. Walter is now in 
Brish Columbia, working tn the logging. in 
dustry, and resides In Coquitlam. 

‘rene, born in 1915, married Barry Armstrong 
in 1858‘ our eaildren are Buddy, Barbara 
Gurs. W. Partie), Betty Lou Gs, Y Hannin) 
and Benny. ‘There are five grandenildren. Irene 
ismnow Mrs. Clarence Lat, Barry having dled in 
MD, Teene and Clarence afe now retired and I 
ing in Sylvan Lake. 

‘Mary was born in 198 and married George 
Nelson in 1943. Thelr seven children are Sone 
(ir G. Granam), Steve, Stewart, Sharon Ms. 
M. Fahay), Susan, Sandy, and Shelley. She now 
hhas eight grandehildren. George works in the 
Toaplng Industry and they live at Campbell River 
on Vancouver Island 

Peter works Inthe logging industry and 
resides in British Columbia 

Hazel was born in 822. She and Ray Burnett 
wore married in 1813. They have five children 
Who are Gary, Brian, Jackie (now deceased), 
(Carol (rs: . Clark, and Ricky. They have ten 
‘grandchildren. They are now retired and INing 
fn Mision, 
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HERMAN TALSON 

‘Herman Talson was born in Lala, Finland, 
{in 1854 and died in 1990 is wie, Serapla, was 
‘om in Lathla, Finland in 1858 and dled in 1923. 
Herman entered the USA. in 1682 and went to 
‘Wyoming fo work inthe coal mines there. Ia 1902 
he eame to Alberts and homesteaded on SE. 
18.30.2:W5 inthe munlelpal dlsriet of Lorne No. 
ta, 


"The children of Herman and Seraphia were 
Henry, Hulda, Ann, Mate, Marie, and Charlie 
Henry; Hulda’ and Matt married and stayed In 
‘Alberta. Ann, Marie’ and Charlie eventually 








‘moved back to Great Falls, Montana, where they 
have since made thelr home. 


TALSON, MARIA AND MIKKO. 

‘Maria’ and Mikko Talson came from Almy, 
Wyoming, USA. in 19 fo farm on S.W.20-38.2- 
WS, Mr. Talson passed away in 181, ieaving his 
wife wiih a family of soven children, Adolf, who 
passed aveay In. 1958, Mathilda (Mrs, Walno 
Fenatlus) died in 154, a (Mrs, Elmer Bll} dled 
Ini9t3, Lain (Mrs, Bete Rezuny) of Kamloops, 
British Columbia, Laura (Mrs. Cearle 
Phetikanen) died In i958, and the tins, Hulda 
(rs. Paul Klengersky) of Hope, British Colum 
bla and Hillja (Mrs. Arvt Nlemcla) of Bentley, 
Alberta were the children. hrs Talson passed 
‘way in 1057 at the age of §8 years 





‘THORKMAN, ARTHUR MICHAEL — by Fern 
Skocdopole 

“Arthur Michael, the third son of Thomas and 
Maria Thorman, vas born January 19, 1898 
Rock Springs, Wyoming, US.A. He attended 
schoo! in Rock Springs unt he immigrated 
Red Deer, NAWT. in April of 1008, wR is 
‘parents. Arthur atiended school at Sakatoe (ald 
Eckville) until Saima Schoo! was completed, 
stor he attended Garbutte College in Calgary 

















where he took up a course in Barbering. His 
Weekends at homme would be spent cutting his 
neighbors’ hal, free of charge, as barbers were 
few end far between 

‘in 1815 Arthur envolled at the North West 
college in Calgary fo study drafting. tn 186 he 
enlisted inthe arty and Was stationed a Sareee 
‘Calgary’, ie spent his army" years at Sarcee a 
fn instructor unt the war ended. He held the 
ani of Staff Sargeant 

‘Arthur's greatest desire in his younger davs 
was fo study law. He was a good marksman, whe 
ould shoot a sparrow in flight feat that peo 
ple never would have believed ihey hadn't seen 
Hvfor temeeives He was also noted for hs very 
Gulek wit and hs love of books and poetry 

‘Aller the war Arthur was engaged in carpen 
try in Calgary and diferent pars of Alberta, He 
‘Was one of the Mashing earpenters who worked 
‘onthe Interior of the Walnwrlgat Hotel, whichis 
‘ow a museum at Heritage Park In Calgary, 
‘Alberta, Arthur's army uniform is also in the 
archives at Glenbow Foundation tn Calgary 

"When the Second Worla War broke out Arthur 
war a carpenter for army engineers working it 
‘onsiretion ofa prisoner-of-war eamp at Seebe, 
West of Calgary, where he fas Injured ina fal, 
Fora year he was hospitalized, and due To his 
severe injuries he was never able to work agaln, 

"Arthur passed away suddenly on June 5,194 
in Eomonton, Alberta at he age of years. He 
{5 buried in the Eckvile cemetery 











‘THORKMAN, ARVIED WILTON — by his alece, 
Mrs. Fem Skoedopote 

‘Arvied Wilton, the fh son of Thomas and 
Maria "Thorkman, was born Maren 2, 190 
Rock Springs, Wyoming, U.S.A. At tte age af two 
‘Years Arvied made the long journey to Red Deer 
NiW:t, with hs parents inthe spring of 193 

He fecelved his schooling at Salma School 
Aarvied was the son, with a great gift for muse 
There wasn't a mausieal instzument he couldn't 


play. For years he played at wedding dances, 
ommunity affairs and wherever there was 
‘must, tere as Arvied, He and hs friend, Jona 
Cuoma, would travel to Wetaskiwin fo the north 
‘nd Trochu tothe east to play for dances. 

‘Arvieg ‘worked in the coal mines at Nordese 
fora numberof years. During the war he worked 
at the Namao Airport 

Th Maren of IBA he returned home to the 
family farm, 

‘Arvied, retired from farming in 196, sold hls 
{arm to hls nlece and her husband, Beralee and 
Doug Nelson, of Calgary. At this time he made 
his Hone with his vounger brother, Charles. 

‘In his later years Arvied's hobbies were 
repairing old violins and olter instruments. His 
{reatest sive tas to have his grand-nepiows 
find grand-nlcecs study musle, only for thelr 
own pleasure, 

“Atvied passed away on November &, 1975 at 
the age oft Years. He is buried inthe Ekle 
Comets’ 








"THORKMAN, CHARLES AND SYLVIA, $2538 
Ws 

‘Charles Leonard Thorkman, youngest son of 
‘Thomas and Maria Thorkinan Was Dorn 
December” 25, 1904, on the homestead, ‘The 
nearest post ottie was in Red Dees, NOW. 
Chavies felates his past 

‘iy enildhood memories are fond ones; ofthe 
tall trees, water aplenty, frogs, birds and 
snimnals. 

‘Some days my dog and 1 would folow paths 
through the bush at great lengths, always nding 
the right path home. Eack day Twas warned not 
fo\venture far because of the bears and. other 
‘wil animals. Before golng’on these jaunts I 
flea my pockets with rocks, whieh T used for 
target throwing as we were exploring, loklng 
{nto coyote and badger holes. My dog was [ust as 
anxious to go a8 1 Bul, ths came toa sudden end 
‘hen one day’ We decided to walk to Evarts to see 
the bar the men spoke of. We were on a trail 
South and had walked about two anda halt miles, 
When [heard a big volce call 1t was a big Fink 
by the name of Erickson. He asked where 1 was 
‘Being and Lanswered.""o Evarts fo see the bar, 
Which I ave heard s0. much about.” Me 
Erickson said don’t you thnk we should leave 
for another day’ ast Was kind of late". Pernaps 
tomorrow we could start in the morning, It 
everything goes well between now ana then. 
[Erickson lifted me onto his back and took me 
home. Needless to say, my pants and backside 
Fed the dusting of the year. 

"This ended our pleasure jaunts I decided to 
have a less venturesome fe, o gathered eggs 
fand helped mother with the chores around the 
howe, 

‘School days and the long walk to Salma 
School was looked forward to. Also meeting sy 
‘ends slong the tral. My route to school went fo 
‘Sim Bernards then io Bokress's where T Was 














Joined by Bul and Fiora Kid, Anna and Leonard, 
Eckross, Further along we found ‘Ted and 
Jalmer Hetkkinen and Osear and John Niemt 
Walling to jon us 

‘Homesteaders dd not have their land fenced, 
{atte were ut on open range inthe summer and 
had to be gathered home exch evening. A large 
fence was bult for horses and\a corral for the 
mill cows fe keep them home forthe aight Hay 
{as eal an stacked on open and for ite 
A pole tence was bult around to keep cattle out 
‘This hay was hauled home when the snow 
arrived, 

“There was work aplenty, but we always found 
lume for sports, baseball’ practice at Young 
Peoples Hall and games, besides skating in 
winter, wrestling and boxing with Emil Helno as 
Instructor 

Eckville in the early 20's had one elevator 
owned by Parrish & Helmbecker. I helped haul 
grain to the elevator with team and wagon, | 
‘Would drive the eam onto the sale, unhook the 
tugs and walt for the operator to come weigh the 
oud. The man always arrived witha soggy Cigar 
hanging on his lp. To welgh the load he sould 
place the cigar on the beam weight then set the 
Seale to: balance. Smart thinking on his part 
Didn't take me long fo igure that one out ether! 

‘Gn March 20, 1928, I married. Sylvia 
Katherine Kalaputas, the daughter of Gust and 
Elmina Kalaputas of the Benalto district. After 
‘we were married, we leased land, farming vith 
brothers Willam and Arvied. Later, we farmed 
‘my parents farm, when they rer 

“The first winter f worked on the C:N.R. con 
struction, then. at_MeDougal's lumber mill 
‘operating the steam engine, While working at 
Mebouga's, Tea Heleklnen and I decided tog 
fo Rocky Mountain House and find a ride home. 
We arrived in town late Saturday evening so 
there were no rides golng east, We walked most 
of the nigt and clase to Hespero, we saw a hey 
Stack near the road. We dug ourselves into the 
Stack and slept there tt morning. We arrived 
hhome in time for lunch, none the worse after 230, 
mile walk and'no snacks in between, 

Farming was done witt horse power but with 
Hlelds gelting larger, we bought an ailis 
Chalmers tractor and an International threshier 
Inthe fait of 3880. We pald $800. forthe tractor 

ind S1700. for the thresher, F-O.B, Calgary. We 
hhad ‘a bumper crop that year. Threshed 60 
bushels of wheat per acre, séling i for 28 cents 
er bushel” We also aid custom threshing and 
{hreshed 90 days straight Tt was the driest and 
‘most beauifl harvest for many years to fallow. 
Inter years, we were snowed under el spring 
several times 

Depression was evident, prices of produce 
were Boing down. ta 1883, we sold steers at three 
cents‘ pound, eggs at five cents a dozen, five 
fallons of ereamn at $1.90 

"Men, who were dismissed from their work in 
the cites, came to the farms. Some stayed and 














worked, others were just transients and went on 
thelr way. Some came back, year after year, t0 
Work dusiag the summer and itrough Razvest. In 
those years, grain was cut with a binder. The 
sheaves were stooked, so men were in demand at 
harvest time. Ose morning then we were cut 
ting grain, we saw a man across the fel stok 
Ing. We never stopped te investigate: he seemed 
tovknow what he Was doing. At lunch time he 
Walked tothe truck fo go for iunen. He was none. 
other than Andy Koala. He always knew when 
fan extra hand Was needed, Art Stone from 
Leedale was another loyal fellow, who always 
atsived the day before we would start threshing 
ite worked for ua several years 

‘We bought a three ton truck and did commer: 
cial trucking, hauling grain for the farmers, 
‘Grain yas loaded by shoveling the gra into the 
ox. Gas was hauled by the barrel, 21 barrels 
Just into the truck box. A trip to Turner Valley 
for gas was a 12 hour drive over gravel Toads. A 
ack tas Bult on top of the stock racks to hold 
{he empiy gas barrels, Unloading the cattle OF 
hogs in Calgary, we drove on to Turner Valley 
and fled up with tas, 

Food onthe farm was plentiful. We raised our 
‘own beet, pork and chlekens. We cured the bacon, 
find hams, wrapped them in several layers of 
paper and buried them tn the grain bin, They 
Keept very well. 

"Tne Moro brothers operated the flour mill in 
Bekvilie, ‘The best bread was baked trom the 
flour malted by them. The mill was a busy place 
Inthe winter. Farmers had to wal thelr fun $0 
stood around visiting. One farmer was heard tel: 
ing another ne was very disgusted the way’ his 
wife had tied the bags ot Wheat Head to stop 
land rette the bags five times. 

“The wat was on and fo0d was rationed 
Coffee, sugar, butter and meat were rationed but 
{his had Ite effet on us, 

‘Farming was geting Tore mechanized and 
we decided the horses must go. We trimmed and 
ftfed a truck load of horses to be sold at the 
Pacombe horse sale. All” went well ua a 
beautiful roan kicked the stalls out in the sties 
barn, Needless to say, he was sold for'a very 
‘mere price. Now tha the horses were gone, We 
bought 2 used stook loader In Saskatehewat Tt 
was horse drawn so we converted it all around 
land pulled It with a tractor. The loader saved 
‘any hours ofhard labour and six men managed 
our threshing until we puretasea the combine 

"Through the years, ve haa time tobe neve in 
‘community affatrs, and working for the better. 
‘ment of tae commanty, 

in the late a's we valsed money to pay for 
gravel on the roads adjoining us. Bach farmer 
ald $25 per 160 acres owned and this was the 
Beginning ot better roads. ‘is, of course, had 
some bad effects too. Our taxes went up the 
Following year due to the fact we lived along’ 
sravel road 

“Through the years our family had grown to 
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seven, we were blessed with five gts, Betty, 
‘Margaret, Bernice, Jean and Fern, 

"We setved on the Saima School board. Sylvia 
war seeretary-treasurer for a mumber of years, 
Until the school was consolidated and moved to 
Eekville, ‘The school Is. presently the. Home 
Eeonomies room. We have helped get the 
Calgary Power and Natural Gas into the com: 
‘munity. Charles belongs to the alberta Wheat 
Poo, tiog Pool, Credit Union and UF. 

‘vias a member ofthe Country Ladies Ald 
and has been for 38 years. Shei president ofthe 
tub and also hold an office on the Sunshine 
Gospel Mission Ladies Ald, She is president of 
fhe Eexvllle New Horizon Committee. 

‘Betty Marie, born February 15,199, attended 
school at Salma, Red Deer and took bor RAN. at 
{he Misericordia Hospital ia Eamonton. Betty Is 
‘married (0 Mathias Leo Sibernagel and they 
reside In Calgary. The Stlbernagel's have three 
Sons—Peter, Jerry and Dale. Peter is married to 
Evelyn Pocticher of Pincher Creek and they 
hhave two enildren, Laura and Charles. Jerry Is 
farming with his uncle at Water Valley” Dale Is 
atendiog University. of Calgary. Leo Is 
‘employed with Guif Ol of Canada 

‘Margaret Elleen, brn July 3, 19% attended 
Salma, Henaito, and Red Deer schools and went 
fon fo Uo Ain Edmonton fo gether B.Ed. She is 
married to Morley Cuthbert Grose of Clive and 
they have two sons, Warren and Davie. Morley is 
‘2 sieam engineer at the Ponoka Mental institute 
‘Warren, resides in Rocky Mountain House and 
he is & steam engineer at the Strachan Gas 
Plant, David is attending school in Lacombe. 

“June Bernice, born dune, 198, attended 
school in Salma, Bekville and Red Deer. Bernice 
went to the UofA in Edmonton where she 
Feeeived her B.Se. in Home Economales and her 
Biba She ie marred Yo Dosgla whinge 
Nelson and they live in Calgary. Doug i an alt= 
raft maintenance engineer with Home Oil. Ber 
fice and Doug have three children, Philip, Tm 
fand Kelly. Philip works at S.A-T. Tim is at 
{ending Uot C and Kelly isin Grade 8 

‘Jean ith Elida, born January 6, 1957, 














attended school at Saima and Rekville. Jean is 


married fo David Lewellyn Willams and they 
Feige in Kitimat, B.c. Dave Is employed with 
‘ean and Jean is loans manager wit the Royal 
Bank. They have {our children, Gregory, 
Katherine, Robert and Patrick. Gregory passed 
away in May, 1977. Katherine, Robert and 
Pateiee are all attending school 

‘Fern Catherine, born May 2, 189% attended 
senool In Salma, Eekvile and Edmonton. Fern Is 
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married tg Glenn Skoedopote and they have four 
shire, Steven, Susan, Caria Jean and Ceri 
‘The hildven attend schoo! in Bexvile 

‘Chavis retired trom farming "3876 and 
rented the Tart. Charles and Sylvia. enjoy 
traveling’ and have toured Europe andthe 
US'A" on several occasions, Charlee snd'Syvia 
will celebrate thelr oth Wedding Aaniversary 
March 20, 13, 

All'the orginal Thorkman land is owned by 
family members, some with fourth generation 

We certainly should be thankful fo the early 
ploneess, who paved the way for Us, 





THOMAS THORKMAN — by Fern Skoedopole 
ils Granddaughter) 

‘Thomas Thorkman was born December 12, 
14 n Vaasa, Pinland. He received his schooling 
In Vaasa where he apprenticed asa tnsmalth. He 
also nelped ais father and three brothers farm. 
Finland at that time was under Russian rule 

‘Wien the Russlon army conseripted men, 
‘Thomas had to go ~ touch fo hit dslie. On one 
of his furloughs, Thomas borrowed money from 
‘cousin and secretly left, with skates and sly a 
fis only possessions, ‘The winter weather had 
been severe, so the Gulf of Bothnia had frozen 
‘over and Thomas, a speed skating medalist, set 
tt fdr Sweden and freedom. Once on Swedish 
Tana, be put on is skis and skied to Stoleolm, 
‘where he boarded & ship, hoping to arrive I 
‘America some day. Oh, whata happy sight ft 
‘vas for ‘Thomas that day’ In 1886 when the ship 
‘docked in New York harbor. He had made i 
‘ne Tana! of opportunity and the land of hs 

"For a short period of time Thomas worked at 
te docks in New York. After that he worked for 
the Grande Central Railway at Asttabula Har 
Dour, Ohio, and’ as a ranch hand in Omaha, 
Nebraska. in Nebraska he purchased # horse 
and saddle and set if for Cimberland, Wyorn 
ing. On the way he came upon some indians who 
Were trving thelr hand af raneking. Tals per: 
ticular day, the Indians had purchased a mower 
and were trying fo gure out how the contraption 
‘worked. Thomas, being a very triendly fellow, 
ecided to stop ad render assistance. By means 
fof sign Tanguage, ‘Thomas got the message 
lacross on how the mower worked, and conse 
quently got the Job of mowing the hay. The in 
dans must have hour, "prety smart paleface 
“food fellow to have around,” for they msisted 
iat he stay awhile, This was quite an ex 
Derlence, and he only thing Thomas found un 
Dleasant was the lack of salt in thelr food. He 
tried to suggest that the use of salt would tm 
prove the flavor of the food, but the Chiet wold 
Just shake nls head, serateh is tongue and point 
{o the sugar. Apparently he was trying fo get the 
Point across that sugar hada better flavor. His 
Inission accomplished, off Thomas went 0h his 
Way fo Cumberland, where he was hired as & 
‘river in the coal mine 
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(ne day Thomas had the pleasure of meeting 
‘Maria Tunney trom Harmay Finland, who Wa 
Visiting her sister, Mtr. Gust Sitamak, a near 
by Carbon, Wyoming It must have been love at 
frst sient, for on June 10, 188, they. were 


‘married in Hanna, Wyoming, 


After thelr marriage they moved to Rock 
Springs, Wyoming, where they bought a boar 
flng house livery stable, and part ownership tn a 
Saloon. ‘Thomas worked in the coal mine and 
‘Marla ran the boarding house which hag accom 
‘modations for 30 or more miners. Thee boarders 
‘were Young men trem the Seandinavian cour 
tries, This is where five oftheir ehildren were 
bora, Richard Jacob was born February 7, 18%, 
William: Thomas on April 10, 1892," Arthuy. 
‘Michael on January 17, 185, Allard Rudolph on 
September 12, 188 and Arvied Wilten on Mareh, 
2801 

In 1802 word and promise came that there 
rere 160 aeres of land in the Northwest 
‘Tersitories for $10. This seemed like a real in 
‘estment, 30 Thomas saved his money and soon 
was an his way. The destination was Red Deer, 
N.W:T to the Land ‘ites office to fle on & 
homesiead. With John Johnson ‘and Henry 
Lepisto, te travelled 30 miles west of Rea Deer fo 
where land was stil available. Due to the wet 
Spring and the amount of water, they were tn 
able to find. the surveyors’ corner” stakes, 
Regardless, they decided which, parcel: they 
‘Would ake for thelr own and proceeded toerect & 
{ent on higher ground. "The legal description of 
the land was SW 3633-05, With timber plen 
‘Ufa fmoagaitees, fo) and not far to move logs 
ech decided fo bulld a log cabin 

One day white looking for select logs, Thomas 
realized that his closest nelgnbor was abig black 
bear who had filed just over the nil. Neitner 
Bothered the other and life went on peacefully, 
Until one day Thomas and Henry nad gone asa 
for the day. Upon their return, Henry found all 











his belongings and his salted fish gone; hls cook: 
Ing utensils scattered evervwthere and his tent 
Inshreds. From then on Thomas and Henty Hived 
together and bull their cabins, Upon completion 
tthe cabin, Taomas returned to Wyoming in the 
fall ot Ta."Taat winter he worked agai in the 
‘mines, played a" few pranks (being. real 
prankster), and. concentrated on gathering 
fogetherariicles he thought ne would need on the 
Homestead. One of the artcies Thomas had 
blacksmith fend make for him was an envi out 
‘ot allroad steel with the year engraved on ft 
‘Tals ig stl being used on his youngest son's 
farm, He also brought his prized possession a 
hand'made saddle with brass saddle hora, 
whlch he had bought ix Nebraska. 

‘Maria, who had no idea of what pioneer lite 
would’ be like, brought crystal chandelers, 
‘elour Tableclons, curtains and edspreads, 
Sheets and pillowcases with crocheted borders, 
and thelr ‘finest sliver. Being an experi 
Seamstress, she made fancy elothes forthe tip 
nd her life in her new home, Of eourse, these 
{garments were not practial for a poneer wie, 
Fer most treasured possessions were her family 
[Bitie, several photo albums of pictures of her 
famlly'end deaF triends she had left behind 

Tn Apri 308, the family left Rock Springs for 
Red’ Deer by" train wilh a boxcar. load of 
household goods and personal effects, a team of 
Horses and two cows This part of the journey 
took two weeks, 

‘A wagon was bought in Red Deer and the trek 
to the homestead 30 miles othe west began, Co- 
Ing was dlifealt at times. ‘The twisting trails 
crossed stretches. of muskes and overflowing 
fereeks, Other sotlers atten had fo come 10 helt 

‘On May 1, 1903, the third day of travelling, the 
family arived af the homestead, The fist task 
for tie family was potato planing to. ensure 
Potatoes for the winter. Otter chores included 
Dreserving wild trult, wnleh was plentiful; put 
fing up wild hay for the livestock: as well as 
bullang them a shelter. The following year Was 
Spent in clearing the land 

‘An Indlan trail from the Medicine River en. 
ccampment To Snake Lake crossed the land, and 
the orkman family had many an unexpected 
visit from Indlans, Knocking on doors was ot an 
Tndian habit, and family members, unac- 
Cstomed fo fadiane, got quite a fright (find at 
{ndian standing patently atthe door, waiting for 

‘On December 25, 1904, the family was blessed 
with another baby boy, Charles Leonard. Now 
the Thorkman family consisted of sx sons. A 
daughter, Fannte, was born In 1908, but 
‘developed’ pneumonia and passed away at the 
ge of 18 months 

Fences were nonexistent in those days and 
ccatile roamed the open range. Most of the time 
the boys would have to travel three ot four miles 














to find the milk cows, In dense brush this was 

CCeeameries were unheard of in those days. 
‘The cream was ehutned ino butter and traded at 
{he Bvars or Sakatoo (old Beeville) trading post 
for necessities. Eventually a cheese factory was 
built at Sakatoe by TB. Mller, of Snake Lake 
(Gylvan Lake) with Erale Bernard as. cheese 
maker. Every morning the famally delivered the 
Whole milk in 30gallon cans fo the cheese fa: 
tory. The milk had to be tn the vats By nine 
clock in he morning for cheese making, sh 
‘meant that ilk had to be ready to deliver ear 

“Thomas and his sons continued clearing land 
to sow rye, used to make fou for he family, and 
{o grow oats forthe stock. Picking the plentiful 
oots was a family" task. As more land’ Was 
Cleared, machinery to farm it was the next con 
sideration. "The. machinery. purchased. was 
Massey Harrie 1¢inch plow for S28 in 190 and 8 
sixfoot Deering Binder for S150, which was 
reant toe deaven by three horses. Not having 
three hoses, Thomas used two horses and an ox 

"The community grew and prospered and in 
40 the first locab improvement district was 
formed. The taxes amounted to the grand sum 
(of 38 per quarter. The next priority was School 
{or the community. 10 1908, for salary of $ 
‘Thomas hauled lumber from a saw nll ot 
Shore of Snake Lake tothe SE 30.302.W5, where 
‘he: school was t0 be erected. The boys fode 
horseback o'sehool at Sakioe until Salma 
School was completed. 

"Thomas took an active part in community af 
fairs. He was a trustee on the Salma School 
board, he rst member ofthe Rekville-cilby Ce 
operative Store: member of the Alberta Wheat 
ool when Iwas organized and alo @ member of 
the Young Peoples Hall beard. If anyone ever 
Deeded help, Thomas was always read} to lend & 
helping hand. ee iy 

‘with wild game veing plentiful, there were 
laws one had fo abide by. Arthur Eckford, who 
‘was Jusee ofthe Peace, appointed Thomas t= 
‘Game Warden, a position he held for several 
years 

“The rallroed had not been bullt west of Red 
Deer, so Thomas hauled groceries from Red 
Deer te Klick Foran Stare ia Sastoe with four 
head of horses itched toa sled or wagon, depen: 
ding on the time of year. The tip usually took 
{wo days, sometimes longer, In winter he would 
drive across the ive of Snake Lake, shortening 
the trip by several miles 

By S11, when the rallroad came through, 
‘thomas had land cleared and was raising Brain 
However, ine only hay the farmers haa wes Wid, 
Whien they cut with a seythe, stacked and 
fenced, werever It was found. Tt was hauled 
home tn tie svnter when the wet lands could be 
crossed safely. 

Tn 1818 the Thorkmans purchased a 40 
Rummtey separator anda 110 Case steam engine, 
‘Tue tiveshing crew that fall and every other fai 
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as made up of neighboring farmers. erew of 
42210 25 men was required to keep the operation 
going. ‘Thomas took care of the dulles at home 
While the sons, il, Arvied and Charles were 
Way threshing. The crew consisted of Charies 
Mitzner as steain engineer, Arvied as fireman, 
Bll as separator man,-a Waterman, 14 bundle 
faulers, three or four grain haulers and (wo 
Splkers: The youngest son, Caares, took over the 
position of steam engineer from C.Mltzmer when 
Fe wae old enough. 

‘The fireman siasted to fire the bollers at four 
‘or five o'loce in the morning to have enough 
Steam pressure to operate the separator by 
Seven ofelock. Each farmer was responsible for 
the wood to fite the boilers, The steam engineer 
Saf onthe engine and monitored the gauges and 
the threshing operation. We had tobe a qualified 
Steam engineer. He Was also responsible for 
Blerting the crew if there was trouble. ‘The 
Separator man was responsible forthe efficient 
operation “of he. separator. When he was 
‘Satisfied that all was ready, he gave the signal to 
Set the operation in motion, The spikers Helped 
the separator man. 

‘A. Water man hauled water for the engine 
trom a stream or other souree. The water wagon 
‘Was pulled by four horses and sometimes the 
haut was quite @ stance. The bundle haulers 
‘and gran haulers dia Just that — hauled bundles 
and grain. 

(Cooks and cooks’ helpers were an important 
part of the crew. Each farmer being thrested 
‘as responsible for meals forthe entire crv, at 
Well as for feod forthe horses. Ths was a Busy 
time for the farmers” wives and thelr helpers 
Preparations started days in advance, With itis 
eigeration and slorage space, this Was not 8 
‘Simple task, but ne ane complained because get 
{ing the grain into the bin was of prime impor 

"The whistle ofthe steam engine was a means 
of communication, One. short blast signalled 
{rouble — shut doin the separator; two short 
blasts meant start the separator; several short 
Diasts meant a grain hauler was needed; the 
Water Wwagon was. summoned by” three. Long 
Dass: two long and two short blasts meant the 
futile was golng onthe road to thenext Job Th the 
fall one could nave got along without a clock as 
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the steam engine whistle was blown at six a.m. 
2 noon and seven pm. and could be heard for 
miles. Only seconds separated the ime signals 
te the ‘whistles from diferent steam engines 
round ‘the community. ‘The lime spent sway 
from home threshing was usually a month. TRe 
weather wasn't always on the side of the 
Uhresters, and the last of the threshing was 
Sometimes done in the snow 

‘Aer several Years of faithful service, the 
steam engine was sold to Martin Brothers; who 
had a lumber camp west of Rocky Mountain 
House, Years later the Rummley separator tas 
Sold fer serap to Lilkala Brothers, as It Was Too 
large tobe run by am ordinary tractor. 

‘During the years Thomas farmed he acquired 
fo acres of land, a herd of purebred atte 
(Shorthorn), Percheron horses! and light draft 
horses’ used for driving’ and riding. When he 
Feaohed the age of 6 Years Thomas turted the 
ESrming over fo his sons, but kept active faking 
are of hi stock and continued horseback riding. 

‘Marla, by this time was very badly Aah 
icapped’ by” arthritis, and was confined 10.2 
Wheel chair. She passed away in April 1838, at 
the age of 10 years. She is buried inthe Eckville 
Cemetery. Tuomas led an active ife almost until 
the time of his death on March 20,198, atte age 
of Si years. He ls buried In the Eekvile 
Cemerde 





THORKMAN, WILLIAM THOMAS — by his 
niece, Mfrs. Fern Skoedopole 

Willam Thomas, the second son of Thomas 
ana Maria Thorkman, was born io Rock Springs, 
Wyoming. U-S.A. on ApH! 10, 1882. Bill attended 
School in Rock Springs until coming to Red Deer, 
N.WT. with his parents at the age of 12m Apri, 
380, 

When the railway was being bull Bil worked 
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fon the construction, and also worked at bridge 

In 1810, BU Med on a homestead in the 
Beaver Flats district, northeast at Rocky Moun 
{in House, This was the NE, 31-308. W5. Dur 
Ing is years on the bomestead, he worked out 
during ihe winter. In 1911 he rode the rlltoad 
work train to Saunders Creek and walked the 
emalnder of the way to Nordegg, where he 
worked on the construction of the ‘own. Other 
Years he worked at Willam MeDougal's saw 
mil, operating the edger. 

1h 198 he sold his farm to Charles Servet of 
Nordegg and returned to the Eckville district 
Here he worked as a carpenter, and bull 
‘numerous homes and farm bulidings in fhe area, 
‘many’of whieh are stl standing and being use 
Bill and’Charle aiitmer built Jake and Dan 
Gausen's houses in new Eckvitie, ‘These were 
mong the frst houses bullt there, A few years 
Axo these houses were demolished and replaced 
Dy'the new telephone bullding, 

At summer horse races H was always Bull 
siaing Hency Mtzner’s horse, Jimmy or Cougar, 
‘who on al the fop awards. 

Till soon decided to go back to the family 
arm where he made his home with his brother 
Cartes. Bil and Charles went into partmerskip, 
In commercial trucking, custom threshing itd 
later, combining, ill vas known for his sense of 
hhumer, qulck ‘it, and always having a ready 

Tn 1880 Bi retired, selling hls land to his 
brother Charles 

Bill passed avvay August 16, 1966 at the age ot 
14 years and is buried in the Kekwile Cemetery 


VIANEN 
Charlie Vianen was born in 1899 in Finland, 
‘As young boy he came o the Rekville district, 
Fortwo years he worked for Alex Johnson fr the 
Salary” of $100 per sear. Next he worked for 
‘Albert Pihooja's father and then tage his home 
Wwith the Leukma family. tn 1823, 8 parcel of 
school land was offered for sale’ and Charlie 
Dougit $i29-30.2°N5, ‘That year, Als mother, 
Irs: Edla Vianen, emigrated trom Finland and 
pon arrival in tie district, temporarily made 
her home with the Wayne Ignatius family 
‘Charlle was a hard-working man, He began 
clearing his land by hand. He Dull his Rouse 
About d024, when nls mother came to live with 
him. inthe early 2890s Charlie bough @ Model T 
Ford, He was always willing fo chautfeur people 
Around for the price ofthe gas, Many people pald 
for thelr rides by working a few hours or days 
for him. Chasite put up loads of wood which he 
Sold for two doliars per wagonload. He hauled 
these fo customers in Eekvile or Sylvan Lake, 
‘In the early 188s Charlie shot a black bear 
beside his house. The bear, having discovered & 
makesshift ood coaler on ike northside of the 
house, was robbing the family of butter and othe: 
food. Someone surmised the bear Would return 
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within three days and Chale was waiting with 
his 855 gun, 

‘Mis. Vianen died in 1919 atthe age of 79. She 
fs buried in the Eokuille cemetery. Charlie's 
brother, Vitor, homesteaded NW S135. He 
Sold ths Land to Henry Johnson and moved to the 
United States where he became a Lredigher 
CCharile's sisters, Mary and alma, made thelr 
homes inthe United States, Charle ded in 1858, 
find wat tiled in the Eekvlle cemetery. Hs 
{ana was sold to Elk Murto andthe bullng sites 
presently owned by Ron Palm. 


‘MR, AND MRS. NELS WAISANEN 
Dir. and Ms. Nels Walsanen immigrated 





‘had acqulred a homestead on the northwest end 
of Sylvan Lake, whieh, in the early days, was 
Snown as Snake Lake,’ This homestead land Is 
now owned by Judge Porter 

‘Mr. and Sm. Waisanen had five children 
Emma (Mrs, Fuller) lived In California, USA, 
‘before her death Sn 187 

Sunnie (Mrs. Harry Bloom) lived in Calgary. 
‘She had one daughter, Hazel, who married Reg 
Sinclair, a hockey player, and ts now living in 
Georgla, U.S.A, Junnte died in 1801 

Tilly is now Hrs, August Moro, ard ves with 
her husband In exile 

‘Charlie ts living in Condor. 

Nels passed aivay In 1839, atthe age of 25 

‘Nels Walsanen used to go to work In the 
‘copper mines in’ Salt Lake ‘Ciy, Utah, in the 
UIA Once when he was away working a prairie 
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fire was burning towards the bulldings and Mrs, 
‘Waisanen was trying to fight It all alone? Luckt 
Iyy a neighbor came along and set another fire 
Which burned towards the prairie fre. In this 
way the fire was put out, and the bullngs were 
Saved, 

‘Nels Walsanen died suddenly of @ heart at. 
tack im 1812, In 1814 Hilma Waisanen married 
Henry’ Johnson and they had a farnily of four 
daughters. 

‘Sonja was marred to Ea Mickelson. They had 
son Bill, who dled at the age of five months. 
‘Thelr daughter, Lilian, was married to Bl 
Lapp. Tney had four sons, Eldon, Daryl, Linden, 
sd Jason, Ed Michelson passed away in ad, 
‘and ‘Sonja was remarried in 1954 to Lloyd 
‘Meawid. Sonja died of cancer in 2973 in Calgary. 

‘Flora married Henty Niet. He predeceased 
her. She has two sons, Bobby and Barry, and 
they live In Calgary, 

Talja (Mrs. Anderson) lives in British Colum. 
bla and has a son, Roger, 

‘Dorothy. married Robert Ashby. ‘They and 
thelr two etlidfen, Donnle and dackle, live In 
‘Oregon, USS.A. Bob isa Greyhound Bus driver. 

‘ienty Jotnson dled in 1990 at the age of 30 
years 

Tilima Johnson dled in 1949 at the age of 6 
eats 


WALNER, SEB 

“Seb came fo the Eckville District in 1890, He 
lest here in 190 to return to Germany’ to spend 
His retirement years. Seb farmed the quarter 
NW 6309, He cleared most of this land. His 
farming involved ralsing pigs as Well as grain 
He enjoyed fishing. 
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ABRAMSON, MR. AND MRS. 

Mr. and Mrs, Abramson came tothe Eckvile 
area about 1904 from the United States. Mr 
Abramson, a native of reland, was a sailor. He 
had salled most of Ne oceans before deeding to 
farm, He homesteaded the SE 640.35. Lites 
‘known of the Abrarasons, as they lett the area in 
1 

However, thelr netghbors recall this story 
Bears were plentiful near thelr home. They were 
terrified, ving no gun to protect themeeives. A 
neighbor, Jack Hlfola, loaned them a gun justin 
{ase one got too friendy. The next evening they 
heard the bear scratching around the doce. Mrs 
‘Abramson opened the door a crack ‘while her 
fhusbane emptied the gun inthe general direction 
he thought the bear fad taken. Not being con 
‘vinced that hls shooting had been successful, Mr 
land Mrs. Abramson quickly fled up the Ladder to 
fhe attic of their one-room house, and to be 
Aoubly sure, they Kicked the ladder down, 

“The next day Jack Hilala came to see how 
they fared and found them stl upstairs, unable 
{o get down without the ladder, 








AHO, EDWARD AND ANNA LYDIA — by. 
Splula Thorman 

“Edward Aho left his home fa Alajarvie Halla 
Ao Finland when a voung lad to find adventure 
{na new world with ls brother, Willams, in 1902, 
He worked in coal mines at Frank and in the 
Crowsnest Pass, ater moving tothe Fekwlle die 
Inlet, Homesteads were available, so he (led on 
the NW 9059-3405, west of Bekvile 

He married Anna Lydia Olson in 198. She 
was the eldest daughter of Mr. and Dire. James 
Oison, also of Rekille. James Olson had hewed 
the logs for tele new home, whieh was finished 
When Anna and Eaward were married. A year 
Tater, 2808, a daughter, Lilian was born and 
1811 another daughter, Florence, arrived. Dur 
‘ng the years Anpa’s health was falling and she 
passed away in November, 1818 

‘Evward left he clldren in care ofthe grand 
parents, Mr. and Mfrs. Olson, to find employ 
rent. He worked inthe copper mines in Bute, 
Montana, USA. for a while 

‘Aller he Feturned to the farm his daughter 


Lillian came to live with her father. Florence 
Was raised hy the Olsons 

‘edward was a very capable man. He was a 
tallor by trade. He sewed sults for the men in the 
farea, and also made dresses and coats whenever 
fhe need arose. He was a watch maker, and here 
Were always numerous watches, cloeks, and 
‘even guns That needed repalr tn his home. He 
Sold Hatwlelgh products for 2 number of Years 
He always enjoyed the great outdoors and loved 
hunting big game. However, he had an untor 
tunate experfence in 1994 when he Was lost nthe 
bush for three nights and two days, It was cold at 
fhe time, but he survived the incident, although 
hls toes cn one foot nad fo be amputated He con 
Unwed farming untl his passing in 193, Bdward 
and. Anna ave ald forest in the Kuusamo 
Cemetery 

Tilian married Wiliam Huntala of Benalto 
and they had three daughters. They later moved 
fo Russia, Florence married M. P. Doyle and 
they have one daughter. They reside In 
Parksville, B.C 





MR. AND MRS, JOHN SOLOMON ALBERT — 
by Starle Seulahs 

In 818 Mr. and Mrs, John Solomon Albert 
feame to Alberta by train with a few head of 
horses. and cattle and a’ small amount of 
Household possessions, They came from Plevna, 
Ontario, With their farally of seven children, five 
boys and two girs, they settled two males orth 
‘nd one-halt mile west af Condor 

Thelr children are tins, Ralph of Wanham, 
Alberta, and Faymond of Sylvan Lake: Alfed 
(Tom) of Bingley, Alberta: Miss Grace Albert of 
Sylvan Lake, and Mrs. Evelyn Biswanger of 
Rocky Mouniain House, Alberta. Lewis, better 
Known as "Chler, of Camrose, and Charles of 
Lesiteville nave beth passed avin 

4h. the 1960's John old his farm and moved 
Into’ Condor where ne lived until his passing in 
1004 at the age of SL years. He was predeceased 
Dy nis thst wite i 2583 

Hl eldest son, Charles Wesley Albert, took up 
hhomesteading in 1977, nine miles northwest of 
Lealevile, Ia 1900 he married Violet Price of 
Bingley. Together they farmed there, and ralsed 








40 children, Usted oldest to. youngest here: 
Harvey of Wanham, Alberta: Evein of Wanhar, 
Alberia? Mable Sehlaks of Calgary, Alberta! 
Marie’ Schlans of Syivan Lake, Alberta; 





‘Margaret Cunningham of Edmonton, Alberta: 
land Loule of Red Deer, Alberta. To date, there 
‘re Zi grandchilaren, 

‘in 1988, they sold the farm and retired to 
‘Sylvan Lake where he resided until is passing in 
4901 at the age of 13 years. He was predeceased 
by hs eldest daughter, Marion, In 1968. His wile, 
Violet, stil ves in Sylvan Lake, The farm at 
Leslieville is now the residence of the Leonard 
‘Backhurst family. 


‘THE BANTON STORY 

"The Banton family originated in Ireland go 
‘ng to England as political retugees, Harry Bar- 
{on was born in Letcester, England, April 16, 
1850 is father operated‘ suecessol frsiet 
Duslaese tere: Asa young man he belonged to 
Volunteer ecavatry unite In Feb, of HSS) he 
Inarried Elizabeth Anne ‘Wesley, ‘originally 
Wellesiey, from the MeGregor Cian in Scotian, 
tom i888). Shortly afterward they decided 0 
emigrate to Canada, Harry coming rst wits hs 
Srotter Ted (later, editor of the Toronto Star) 
land her cousin Tom, (a denis} tobe followed in 
{he spring of 182 by his wife and baby daughter, 
Florence Ruth who was born in Nov 181. They 
felted first in Winnipeg. and while there Mr, 
Banton, an accomplished violinist, played 
lead violin’ inthe’ Winnipeg Opera. House 
Inter, they moved on to Portage La, Prairie 
Where ME: Banton asised hs cousin in 8 
Butcher business twas while there they got & 
{ante of real ploneer life when thelr chia now 
{wo years old was kidnapped by’ the Tndians and 
{ake eff to thelr camp. Fortunately, she was 
Successfully recovered 

“fen the Hel Rebellion tok place (188485) 
Harry and Tom fought withthe Canadian Militia 
dlorig the campaign. Meanwhile, Mrs Baaton 
Went folive in Toronto with Tom's fay. Whe 
there «second cid, Chares, was fatally injured 
In‘an accident and dled of Brain damage. This, 
‘coupled withthe absence other husband brought 
cna nervous condition and her doctor 
Fecommended sea voyage ss remedy, s0 00 
the: conclusion ofthe war they returied ¢0 
LEcester At tis time Mr Bantons father ded 
Suddenly of a heart attack and Harry suddeniy 
{ound nlmset In charge ofthe farrier business 
Rearetuly they dropped thelr plans toreturn to 
Canada, and setleg into the Job of shoetng 
horses ls Jeatnes In Inter ie wae atroated 
{ohis having worked ail day at an anvil between 
{Wo other men also pounding anvils, 

“three more children were born in England 
erbert (Berd in 186, Dorothy (Daly) i194, 

















fand Frank, April 3 191. Also during thls period 
IME, Banton served inthe eapectty of Set. Major 
‘withthe British Yeomanry In Aiea fighting in 
the Boer War, 





In the spring of 1907 Bert, now in hs “teens 
and enchanted by his folks stories ofthe West, 
fame out to Alber, Later in the same year his 
family followed: with the exception of Florence 
(aiek-named Loiy) who was teaching scoot and 
had fo watt the following year. This time they 
took up some homestead land 0 miles east of 
Seiler, Alberta, taking residence in.an aban 
doned sod shack,"Tnis was somewhat ota culture 
Shock for comfortably fixed English folk but they 
were in for another shock when a praire tre 
came by and very nearly wiped them all out 
‘Tals spurred them to move fo a more setted 
area, so they eame tothe Poplar Ridge district, 
NW, ot ted Deer and bought a farm from a man 
named Perle. But again misfortune dogged them 
nd in January of 1908 thelr home and barn Were 
Sestroyedby fire and they last everyting but the 
prectous viclin, the plano, and the clots they 
‘Wore. (Harry even lost his false teeth) 

‘Now severely pressed for funds, the Bantons 
‘headed West again and took up'a homestead on 
the Blueberry. Creek in the Withrow District, 
Harry on NW-3-40-LW9 and son Bert on NESS: 
40-5 (now part of the Pattison farms). For 
‘ne, luck wat with him — he wes Just 30 mln 
Utes ‘ahead of the next applicant for that land 
(it Hazlet)" Tals was fo be the end of his 
travels Harry supplemented hs farm income by 
dong oceastonal blacksmiths work for ls neigh 
bors and by giving violin lessons. Inthe struc 
to make ends mect Mrs. Banton also did het 
share, working In turn as. a house:Reepet for 
Col. Mareiett at Allx for two months in 1910, 
{hea as Matron of the Pelgan Indian School at 
Brockel for 4 year and as a cook for the CPR 
‘ese house at Hosmer, B.C. in 1812 and 1813, 
She returned to the homestead In 1916 and lived 
there il she retived. 

‘The older daughter, Lolly, had married Ea 
Wigmore in June, 1810 and’ remained In the 
Blackfalds area near Poplar Ridge. ‘They nad 
three children, Artur, Margaret Dorothy, and 
Prank. Arthut married Ruth Miller and’ they 
Falsed Dorothy, Dave and. Ken.” Margaret 
Doroihy married Cyl Iransides’ they had two 
children Lilian. and Edmund. ut Margaret 
passed away while stil quite young. Frank dled 
&s'a child. Tue mother Lolly dled October, 1985 
nd ner hisband in January, 1866 

‘Dolly made her own way a8 a planist and 
stenographer tll she married George Muddiman 
and let the area. Mr. Muddiman, a business 
man, was employed by the Hudson Bay’ Com 
‘pany'in Vancouver, and then in Winnipeg, where 
Bolly passed away. Taen he went back fo Eng. 
land working for Bird's Eye Frozen Foods — 
coming manager of the entire operation In 
England before ne passed away there. ‘The 
Mulddimans raised two girs and a boy, Shirley, 
Phyllis and Robert. The girls didnot marry, but 
Robert married and has four eataren, 

Bert (Heber), the Banton’s older son, 
married Berina Glover, a sister of Mrs. Ethel 

















[Bucky in Red Deer in 192, They lived on the 
homestead (where Pattisons are now) until 816 
‘Then they went to Calgary tll 1901 and also spent 
‘year in Vancouver, B.C, where thelr daughter 
Verna as born. They also ved in the town of 
Drumnelier and’ worked in the mines between 
4033 and 4908 coming back to the homestead 
Berween cies. Bert was very. versatile and 
Became a minister of the Gospel, preaching tn 
Calgary and singing’ on radio programs. over 
CECN; Meanvile his wite had dlea when Verna 
‘was very tie, Bert married Etta Dowler In 193) 
While he was inthe ministry a couple of Years 
Tater, moving out fo hls father’s farm, having 
sold ihe homestead to Pattsons, and they were 
‘here tit about 1886, scon after whieh they moved 
fo Montreal and lived there until Bert's deat, 
Shortly after whien Etta moved to. Vancouver 
‘here she sill makes her home. 

"in reminiscing ian old letter trom Bert in 
1956 not long Before he dled, he wrt“ cer 
fainly takes my memories back fo the good old 
days, when there was haraly a fence west of the 
Sylvan Lake Store and Post Oflee and Hespero 
Was non-existent but was & house on & farm 
Used asa store ealled Pitcox. They were siren 
fous Dut very happy days « 

‘ert and 'Bertha's children, were Irene, 
Neville and Verna, Bert and Etta's were Frank 
nd Beryl 

Trene (born in 1913) married Milton Dirsten 
and they have four boys and four girls. Millon 
fica recentiy Irene lives in Reville, white three 
tt her sons live in the Eekvilleared, 

Neville married Gertie Albert trom the 
ekville aistriet and they moved to the coast 
where they ralsed three sons, Fred John and 
Max; tel father passed away recentiy and Ger- 
tie continues to live at the coast with six 
‘grandenldrea to enjoy 

‘Verna married Ole Krossenger and they ive 
In Vancouver too. They have two gins and one 
oy. Donna, Bonny, and Terry and four 
sranachildren. 

‘Frank and ils wite have one boy and one gt. 

Bergland her husband have two boys and #0 
airs 

‘Frank, the Harry Banton’s younger son, re 
‘mained on the homestead to help hi father but 
Supplementing his Income by playing the violin 
for dances in surrounding” community halls. 
However times were hard and he finally had fo 
Took fora beter opportunity, so ater Christmas 
In 894, ne went out to Britian Columbia. Pranks 
Now the only ving member ofthe Harry Benton 
fay He and his wile Helen live in Tral and 
have thee daughters and four grandchildren, 

Going back 0 the orignal family, disaster 
struck again In Pebruaray, 1995 when ire took 
{hetr home on the farm and’. and Mrs. Banton 
were hard pressed t0-get by, naving lost thelr 
Possessions. However’ they ‘tinal overcame 
Their altieuites, 

Harry Banton, being a gifted violinist and his 
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witean excellent pianist they were areal asset fo 
the social lite ofthe community, whieh was very 
Important In those days, Me. Banton used to 
{each the villa to the neighbour's chilaren, 
Then, around 192, Mr. Banton had an accident 
with a runaway’ team, stiking his head on the 
bridge over the Blueberry, whieh lad him up for 
auite awhile and he lived with hs daughter Lolle 
{fra couple of years, befare coming back to the 
farm, He died at Leslieville in 1989 at years of 
age and Is burled In the Leslieville Cemetery. 
Mis. Banton fad retired (o live with her son 
Frank in ‘Tvall, BC. She dled in February, 
17, buts buried in the Aspelund Cemetery 
Weal of Biackfalds, 

Tt ts estimated that there are at teast 8 
descendents of Harry and Plzabetn Banton. 


BODIN, ROY — by Iva Gustavson 

oy ‘Bodin, his sister Annie, and parents, 
red and Albertina Bodin, lived at Stony Plain 
After the death of his father, he and his mother 
‘moved to Provost, His sister, now Mrs. Mielke, 
Sand family farmed inthis area. He farmed here, 
too, fora mutiber of years. 

in 197, his mother married Charlle Gustav 
son of Eekville. Roy worked at diferent Jobs in 
tats locality, making hs home with the Gilbert 
Gustavson family. Winter months were spent it 
Savills in the Nordegg district. As soon as he 
‘Was able o, he acquired his own lan, the NW 24 
4.5, and later the NW 3638-45. 

Roy’ was an enthusiastic hunter, always 
bringing nome his share ef game. Poor health 
‘sent him tthe Sanatorium In Calgary for atime, 
"few years later he fell il with cancer and 
passed away on July 4,196, a the early age of 
4 years. 





RUDOLE DAML 
‘Rudolf Bal was bor in Princeton, Michigan, 
USA inlet He came to Manyberties Witt is 
parenia, brother Arthur and sister Lily to 
Fomestead 
Tr the fl of 5 Rudolf came othe Eexvie 
owt ving ae 
ishand at everything oasibe, 
‘working long ours for'a fer dollars day 
in moe jlned a msteal group of lads and 
‘ney soon formed “The Dose Lend instels 
Itaveling around entertaining a every ccesson 
possible, What sigh hey were ~in hel lace 
Sas, white glove, tall nate and lange pln dot 
fed testo thow off ter black faces? He soon 
tion the heart of Meta Motus: and in he nee” 
Bre ovember Fin he gave up his seine 
‘Ruan and Meta moved Barons, Alberta 19 
farm but ceturned to kvl the following Year 
find bought farm ia the Withrow ditiet NW 
43639415. There was oly anol house of The 
‘Garter bt they made klenen ewpboards from 
Stange crates and a reset fort apple botet 
{id Strung cortalas over them. 





















































Four children blessed this union. Jean 
bozabeth was born In 1904. She married Alvin 
Burrows and they lve in North Vancouver, B.C. 
‘hey have two daughters, Nancy Lyn and Lori 

‘Glen Rudolf, born in 1957, married Karen 
‘Warren and they have two daughters, Kelly Ann 
and Colleen. Gien remarried in 1963, t0 Lian 
‘Woorroa, and they had a son, Brian Glen. They 
live in Maple Ridge, B.C, 

‘Melvin Robert was born In 1941, Marilee 
Salsauler became his we, and they have TWO 
fihlldren, Michelle Marie and'Mlchael Robert. 
‘They noe reside in North Vancouver, B.C. 

‘Judy Pauline Was born in 1945. Ske married 
‘Sainuel Dyrland, They have four cildren: Ricky 
Steven; Darey, and twin daughters, Glenda 
Joanne and. Linda Charlene, ‘Fhey reside in 
‘Lacombe, Alberta 

"Rudolf and Meta sold their farm and moved to 
Eckville, where they were employed. as 
Caretakers of the Eekville school ‘uni their 
Fellrement. ‘Meta retired In 19T1 and Rudolt 
Felired in June, 193. They have continued ving 
in thei home in Eexvile and have been very ae 
live members of tne Eckville & District 
Friendship Club, nd take part in ether local ae 
tivities 





DUNCAN, GEORGE AND HELEN 
George Duncan was born in Elgin, 
Morayshire, Scotland in Ie. In 1811, due toa. 
fHeutt eonatiions in Scotland, his father booked 
passage for his three sons on the sip "Athena 
Ling tent them to Canada where he hoped they 
‘Would find a more prosperous way of life. George 
fame fo the West Park area of Red Deer where 
he broke Horses and then began hauling freight 
Cinostly staple grocery items) trom Reed Deer 0 
Mocky Mountain House with hls excellent fou 
horse team. The summer was very wet and the 
‘muddy roads nearly impassable. Many tlmes 
luring heavy rains George and his team took 
‘Shelter in barns of abandoned homesteads along 
{he route, During the ‘winter, temperatures 


sometimes plummeted to 60 degrees F., ada. 
Ing fo the discomfort of both men and Norses 
Im 1812 George moved to.a homestead in the 
Rocky Mountain House area, but continued to 
hl freight westward during the winter months 
‘unl 1917 when he sold hls team to Nordege 
imines 

‘Abandoning his homestead, he moved back to 
‘Red Deer, where he was employed on district 
farms, on threshing erevs on the pralries and 
finally on a bridge-bullding erew for the CPR is 
487 In the spring of 1923 George marvled and 
Seited once more in the West Parle area untl 
1827 when he moved with hls wite and two small 
daughters to a farm in the Svante district, His 
wie passed away shortly after this move, iea. 
Ing, George with the almost impossible task of 
unwing the arm and Faising two very small 
gis al by nein Tee he married Helen 

Helen Hutcheson Gowans was bora at Woods 
Land, Ballleston, Scotland in 1905, In June, 1908, 
the Gosvans famiiy immigrated to Canada on the 
Ship "Montcalm and landed at Montreal as Em 
pire Setters. Immediately they board i en 
fnigrant train whieh began string one-week 
Journey westward to the station at Benato, 
Abert 

"The femlly settled on a district tarm and 
Helen, as one ofthe older children inthe family, 
Balned employment at several busy 
heighborhood homes, travelling on horseback 
find from her work She met George and his 
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small daughters during this time, and in Mareh, 
188s, they were married 

Th 1085, George and Helen, with their family 
of five children, loaded their postessions on 
‘wagon and moved to a farmn west of Bekville 
Where they stl resie, Dang the next Ih vears, 
Three more sons were born (0 them. They faced 
the many hardships of farm ilfe that the other 
aisriet farmers did during the depression years, 
‘aswell asthe added hazard of raising hel elt 
tchlldren beside river anda busy rallroad, 
Hobos drifting in'trom the trains were not un- 
common. & fev caused concern to Helen, who 
Was ‘alone with children during the fall and 
Winter when George had to be aay working on 
threshing ‘erews or in lumber camps. Helen 
‘nllked the many cows, raised poultry, tended & 
Targe garden and tandied the many chores ofthe 
farm. She recalls a trip by bus to Red Deer to 
lel up her chickens ia the spring and coming 
Fhome across the flooded Horseguara Fuver with 
the water up over her feel as she rode In & horse 
drawn wagon on the Tast part of the journey. 

‘Cream and ea were (aken To town by horse 
‘and wagon and sold to the creamery” there 
Barrels of gasoline were often part ote return 
cargo in the summer after a (ractor had been 
Scquired for doing. the Meld work. ‘The older 
hildren helped with the feld work as well as 
lttending classes tthe Shady Lane schoo ear 
Iy three miles away. Roads were drifted in and 
Mmpassable for many weeks during the winter 
‘months, and In the spring. George and Helen 
faced the additonal worry of sending. theit 
thlldren to choo! across the flooa swollen river. 
The Duncans” elght children are: Hazel 
(Giaratton) and Gladys (Miler) now both of 
Rocky Mountain House, George Jr. of Bekville, 
‘Jean (ine) of Red Deer, and dim, Rabert 
Peter and Bdward all of Eckvile. 

With the arvival of better Toads, cars, and a 
new home, many of the early hardships 
‘Vanished, But by reminiscing through the pages 
of Helen's many pote albums and listening to 
George recount te stories of thelr early ears, 
the past becomes almost real to the ‘many! 
children and grandchildren who stop by to visit 
(One of the recent highlights of thelr busy life was 
a'iip to Scotland in Ist? when George was 








vos 





reunited with his sister whom he hadn't seen 
‘Since leaving for Canada 8t Years before 


ESKELIN, PETER AND HILDA. 

in 100 Peter and Hilda Eskelin came to the 
Eekvillealsrict from the United Sates, ‘They 
homesteaded two and one-half miles west of 
town on the SE 18305. ‘They" had five 
ctlldrenHllda, Peter, Ellen, Abert and Adam, 

IMr. Eaxelin worked out in winter and cared 
for the farm in the summertime, Th 110 he had 
fn attack of appends, bu by the time the do. 
for trom Red Deer could reach him ft was too 
iste 

Sirs, Bskelin, with the help of her children, 
carried onthe farming. She was thankful fF the 
helping hands of her noighbors. Sometime later 
She married Matt Peterson, who had come {0 
‘work for them. He homesteaded tne SW 640.3 W3, 
4nd. the family” moved there. ‘Three. mare 
fhilaren were born, Arthur, Ellzabeth and Elsie 
Peterson. This farm was fve and one-half males 
north of Eexwll, so the children had along Way 
{0 oto attend the Old Bele schon 

fer they moved to the Leslieville area and 
tne aves alteatca Biusberty Valley schol 
‘Mrs. Eskelin Peterson passed away in 1920 when 
hher youngest was a small chil. 

"The older girls worked in Nordegg, where 
they later married, 

‘Most ofthe familly has passed away. Peter, as 
‘teen ager in 1917, albert in 1990, Adam in 183, 
hilda in Vancouver in 1970 and Ellen also in Van 
cowver in 1378 





EVANS, EARLE AND JESSIE — by Vincent 

‘Earle Evans was born at Rock Valley, tow'a, 
US.A. December 2, 8, The farlly moved 16 
Scaitle, Washington, U.S.A. where he completed 
hls schooling. They moved fo Bentley, Albert, in 
180 In 197, he homesteaded SE 4408.5 nthe 
‘Withrow alsrit 








April 3, 1916, he married Jessie Bott, only 
daughter of Jerome and Laura Bott. Jessie was 
‘bors February, 185, in Napanee, Ontario. Oa 
February 21, 1817, a son, Vincent, was born 

A few years later, they purchased S 28-3-4- 
‘ws: Earle owned a numberof steam engines do 
Ing breaking, threshing, and luraber planing. He 
operated a caterpillar for the MD. of Lochern 
{or elght seasons. Jessle was aciive in garden: 
fing, home, and chureh. They ved there and 
farmed for about 50 years. I attended schor 
Leallevlle, Alberta, and helped with te farm for 
‘Qaumber of years T worked for the forestry ix 
Calgary as a mechani for elght years 

Tn Apri, 196, Earle and dessle celebrated 
thelr th ‘Anniversary. ‘Tarle Evans passed 
Away atthe farm November 27,196, atthe age 
1 78 years. Jessie lives In Mapie Ridge, B.C. 1, 
Vincent evans, make my home atthe farm, and 
with my mother (Jesse) in Maple Ridge, B.C 





EVANS, MATTHEW SIMPSON AND MARY — 
submitted by Ralph Evans 

‘Matthew Simpson Evans was bora In Ohio, 
USA. about Ise, The family moved to Pana, 
Llinois. where Matthew's mother died just 
before his eighteenth birthday. She had bought» 
[Bible for his birthday. He eared his Bible With 
him for many years 

‘Soom after hs mother dled he lett home and 
soiled ia Rocky Valley, 1oWa, where he married 
‘Mary Eraisee, Three sons were born to them at 
Fock Valley. Earle, Rave and Ralph. Matthew 
‘Was in the Gray ana livery barn business for 8 
Tutnber of years. He then farmed in Minnesota 
‘and South ‘Dakota. A. daughter Florence was 
‘orm near Sioux Fails, South Dakota, fo 180. In 
1904 the family moved to Seattle, Washington, 
‘where Matthew aid srect grading With Rorses 
‘and hauled gravel 

‘nthe fall of 1906 Matt and two sons Earle and 
Raye came to Backfalas, Alberta, to homestead 
Mr. Nels Nelson of RatnyCreck focated them tn 
the Leslieville dstiet. eave fled on NE 42-384. 
W5, arte on SE 4-40.44, Matton SW 440.5 
‘which Matt relingulshed, and John Metnzinger 
then homesteaded 

Tne spring of 197 they shipped a carload of 
machinery and household effeets to Blackfalds 
4nd rented. land. near Bentley, where. Ralph 
Jraduatea from school m1 In 1911 Earle, 
Raye and Ralph bought their father's steam 
threshing machine and ald custom threshing 
around the Bentley, Rexville and Leslieville ds: 
tries for many years. 

Tn 1016 Ralph and Danale Bott went to 
Detroit, U.S.A. Shortly afler Dannle was 
‘owned in Rouge River, Ralph was inthe US. 
‘Army'statloned at Waco, ‘Texas, for World War i 
‘uring 118 until peace was signed. He returned 
{o Detroit, Mictigan, and on Marck 26, 18 
married Ruth Melnzinger, sister of John Men 
Zinger, mentioned above, whom he met In Alber: 


Im August 1919 Ralph and Ruth moved to 
auberta to help Earle and Rave with threshing, 
‘They bought Lond and started farming. 

“Tarough the early years and the Depression 
Ralph, although farming, also ran. sawmils 
during winters and was inthe racking business 
Ralph thus became well Known all aver the coun 
‘ry inthe lumber business, having had savas 
Inmany places, including one at Jack Red's — 
a Bingley and Wolfe Cree, later on at Longview 
‘ana High River inthe "0s 

‘in. Ib Evans had a sale and moved to 
Calgary and bought a home there, while sil 
fhe trucking business, They spent three years i 
the sawmill business between Portland, Oregon, 
and Dayton, Washington, coming back 10 
Calgary in 1960, Calvin and Carole both got alot 
of their education in Calgary 

‘They raised four children — Marte, born May 
11, 199, Bob on August 12, 1021, Calvin on July 
1, 198 and Carole on July 18, i940 

‘They are all married an-have families 
Marle and her husband Lawrence ‘Biswanger 
Mil farm the Earle Evans homestead and have 
Falsed four children. Lorraine, Ms. W. Houston 
ot Bekville: Lamy ai Fort MeMurray’ Fern, 
Mrs, Kenneth C. Bradshaw of Eekville, and 
Muriel at Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Bob is in partnership with hls dad {9 land 
clearing and construction Business. at Breton, 
Aiberta: ‘Bob “married Isabelle Mortimer of 
Rocky” Mountain House and they “have ve 
lldren: Darrell of Calgary, Darlene. Ms. 
Bruce Burton, Calgary; Sudy, Mrs. Robert 
Finney, Calgary; Cindy, Mrs." Hanson of 
Terrace, British Columbia Sharon lives with her 
‘thes in Calgary. Bob snd Isabelle separated. 
Bob married. again. He and Ruth have four 
callaren: Crystal, Curtis, Dannle and Debbie — 
all in school 

Calvin has been with Imperial Ol Limited 
since he graduated trom ‘Oxford University, 
England. Af present he ls head of the Explor’ 
tion Department of Imperial Ol Lrnted. Calvin 
‘murtled Doris Mohr of Edmonton. They have 
three children: Tom in university; Sandra and 
Darsen in setool in Calgary 

‘Carole taught school for several years in 
Calgary and Rambey and married Zoley Garnick 
bf Leedale, They farm and raise caitle, They 
hhave one son Zane, attending Lesievlle schoo 

Ruth Evans passed on In 1875 at age of 7 
years Her body feat ret in Leslieville Cemetery 
but as inserbed on her head stone, she Is "AB 
sent trom the body, present withthe Lord, 

larence Evans married Jack MePayden in 

13005 and lived in the Leslieville nea fl about 
440 when they moved to Kamloope, B.C. where 
Florence and her family sil reside 

‘A few Years later mother and brother Raye 
‘moved to Kamloops, B.C, Ralph's mother passed 
‘Bway al 82 years of age, Rayenas also passed on, 
Erle was laid to rest in the Leslieville 
Cemetery, Novernber, 1965, 











‘THE GREENMAN FAMILY — by Mrs, Alvin 
Greenman 

“The Everett Greenman family moved trom 
‘Tracy. Minnesota, USA in the spring of 180110 
Grantim, Alberta. Ty 1909 the father took a home 
Sicad about 80 miles northeast ot Lethbriage, 
‘where’ they farmed for many years. Alin 
Everett, the second son, tok a homestead Inthe 
area and farmed for several years. On February 
5 on8, ne marsied Elnora Belle Jones, daughter 
Of bir and Mrs, Albert Jones, 

We, Alvin apd Belle’ Greenman, farmed at 
‘Travers and inthe Granum districts for about 25, 
years, Times were hard and tte prairies were 
‘ery dry. In 1988 we decided to look for'a mare 
prosperous place to lve, where we could have 
pasture for stock and could realize sone income. 
from our work. The Bexville district was the 


location we decided on. We bought a quarter see 
ton of ind from the C.P.Re with a-down pay 
ment of $25 The C.P.R. shipped us with all our 


belongings, consisting of four head ot horses, one 
colt five ows, sv, ten pigs, and. Somme 
hickens, 





We, along with our family of ela girls, lived 
‘na ent and a small shack untl we could got 8 
Small og shack ult, Our eldest son, Gordon, 
‘was born that fall and three alder girls wen! 
work that fall, t0 help make ends meet, Our 
Belghbors were Very good tous and helped with 
Fea, al the straw we needed for the stock, and 
\egetables and milk for ourselves, There were 8 
Tovorparteiages and wid ral, and the nice long 
fall helped us so much, December and January 
Were very ‘cold and hard on the sock. The 
‘change if ellmate was foo much for them and 
‘when spring came most of them dled 

‘Wespent the winter in the litle log hut, When 
spring came nelghbors got together and put up 
for us.a lite two-roomed log house on our own 
place. Te first two vears We had no floor. Final 
Fy'we got some boards and dug a itue cellar un 
dor the house. Here we lived for the next ten 





102s 


Dad and 1 cut 1ogs trom our place and had 
‘hem sawed into lumber orm which we Bul out 
house in 156, A house 24 hy Bo feet seemed pretty 
big after having lived in the two rooms for sb 
Tong. By this time the older” giris were all 
married to local boys, We were ail quite happy. 

‘On December 3, 1948 the first break came ia 
‘our family. Ethelvn Saar! our elgest daughter, 
fled of virus pneumonia, lesving two ite Ells 
land e baby boy. They were lovingly eared for by 
{heir Aunt Elma snd Grandpa and: Grandma 
Star 

Tn 1851 we went to work for the winter at 
camp Fifteen, west of Rocky Mountain House 
for the Allas Lumber Company. Inthe spring of 
1864 we moved Into Eekvile and da the catering 
and the janitor work for he Lions Club: Several 
‘Years later, In 1860, we moved ous house from the 
farm, Rad a well dug and pul in water works, 
What retiet! For tne frst time in our ives we 
had electrelty and an Indoor toilet of ur very 

‘We took in boarders for seven or elit years 
Now, in 1977, we both have a pension and are 
very’ comfortable and app 

‘Gur boys, Gordon and Glenn, are married and 
live In Lidge, B.C. They both work for the 
[Brush Columbia Raliroad, and have been there 
for over 20 years. Ruth (sin Lillooet, B.C. ith 
her family. She married Jim Goforth and they 
have seven children. Gordon married Marjorie 
Robinson, and they’ have three ehilaren. Glenn 
married Velma Pletkanen and they have four 
chien. 

rile married Waldo Raabis and they have 

four eildren. Luclle married Ogden Coe (now 
‘deceased and she then married Rolly Hankin 
Son. She’ has three children. Fern. married 
Waitord ‘Tolonea and has three children. Dora 
married Ralph Needhan, from whom she was 









































































Aivoreed, She ts now Mrs. Doug Hunter, There 
fre six children, Phyllis married Ray Meyers 
land they have three ehildren. Audrey married 
Ghaslle Botton and has seven children. Jovee 
married Roy. Dyriand and they ave five 
‘Children, They live in Mackenzie, B.C. 

‘We have 4k grandchildren and over 50 great 
grandehildren, fn 1978 we will celebrate our eth 
{weading anniversary, our Heavenly Father is 
Willing, Every sear we try fo have a family rew 
nica Fortunately, our children and thelr 
farmlites try to make ths possible 


AYBALL, ERNEST ALFRED — by Gordon 
Haya 

Min. A, Hayball as bor in England in 
18st ie eft ns tame and reaves at he early 
ge of 19 years, tdnds new te and adventure 
if Canada: He homesteaded In Manitova and 
Suagatenewan fora few years etore reluraing 
fo Engng, Wale in England he married Mary 
ane Fshloc, and they returned to Canada fo 
ike homestead in Santatchean 

‘Dad served in World Wat , enlstng at 
camo 

Ty te spring of 199 they move from Calgary 
toa arm at Winrow -itzecmed they bed tbe 
Sie to lve ott the land to Neep from starving 
‘het of us ealdren went to scoot at he Wolke 
‘dhol ese were Frank, Irene and melt 
{Grain}! Desmond was bors at Heopero. We 
towed fo Lesievie tn 1977. 

Father passed away atthe age of years at 
Didsbury, in Ilo and Mother passed away at 
Chigary at 20 years of age ia t. They were 
predeceased by thelr son Frank and thelr 
Bauebter Irene” Two sone are. sil ving in 
erst 

“Bordon, the oldest, and hs wife have a son 
and’ daujiterandvo grandson, Gordon is 
ehfetaner ith he Calgnty Publ Schoo! Boar 

‘Bud’ (Desmond) and hls wile have out 
daughters and ane 20m, an five grandehiiren 
Sls Foreman for boo Conseuction 

‘Mother used toll about the bara times they 
had at Withrow, and how she had To Holdup the 
iorse wile Mi. Hayball or Frank drove the 
forse om the plough 





‘She always laughed about how sho and son 
Franke offen waiked 0 dances. She joved to 
‘ance, Father was an ardent gardener 





HENRIKSON, JONAS ROBERT 

‘Jonas Was one of family of nlne orn in 
Stockholm, Sieden on the 24\of Ma 1886. He 
Was the only one of this family to Imnigrate to 
Canadas He came as a young man (0 
Seskatehewan in lis where te sequired a Job 
With the CAR. working in many locates as & 
Section worker, bridge gang and later pump man 
St Burbank alberta, wien Was a siding where 
fhe locomotives stopped to Ml with water. In 
{og he became s Canadian Citizen and Took op 
land north east of Edmonton, close to the 
Saskatchewan ‘Border. Around 1920, he came 
‘withthe CN. to he Sylvan Lake area where he 
Imet Esther Lindholm from the Burat Lake dls 
Trlet who was also a native of Sieden belng born 
In Varmland on September 12,1888, ana came as 

‘small gi with her parents Mr. and Mrs, A. . 
Lindholm, three. brothers — Linus, charlle, 
atk; Iwo sisters. Charioite, Mtr. Axel Lind 
Than, Ellen, Mas. Sandy’ Smith in 1896 0 sete 
the Burnt Lake area amongst a group of Sea 
ttinavians. Here they all grew up and recelved 
‘hein education at the Burnt Lake School. Jonas 
lind Esther were married In 1921, and purchased 
fhe SE 640505 whieh was north of Withrow, 
Alberta, and known as the Twin Lakes Fur Farm 
‘where they made thelr home tnd raised mink 
Hore two daughters were born — Lily, Februar 
24,1903, and Rose, February 24, 1827 

‘Around 1990, the family. moved to Sylvan 
tyake when Dad again returned to work on the 
ENR We received all our education at Syivan 
Take. We always looked forward to the Scan 
‘inavian Mid Summer Celeration whicn was 
Spel at Grandad Lindolm’s farm. Dad was an 
rent hunter, trapper, and sklet, making his 
town skils. Moiner tas always at home carding 
‘wool and spinning vara, kalting for our family 
1s well as Yor others. She enjoyed all types of 
hand work. Mother passed away on March 23 
13 after a lengthy Hiness. Dad was active and 
healthy unt his last year whch he spent inthe 
FRimbey ‘Taree Way Hospital where he passed 
fway on Nov. 11,1995 Both are lal to rest nthe 
Syivan Lake Cemetery 

‘Lily ls Mrs, Jolson and resides n Red Dee. 
‘She has two boys. Roce sill resides in Bekele 
See Fred Moos History. 














‘THE THOMAS HOLLAND FAMILY 

‘Mr. Thomas Holland was bora at Jarrow, 
england, where fe was employed in the steel 
‘works, and Tater drove a dray team, He was 
married there in 1913, and in 1823 he immigrated 
fo Canada, frst finding work on a farm in the 
Provost late. 

i June, 103, hls wife Mary joined him, along 
vt heir etldren, Mary, aged 30 years, Lian, 
fine, Elleabetn, six, Daisy, two, and Thomas, 


‘seven months. Another son, Kenneth, was born 
{1d the only Canaaan-born member of the 
The family later moved to Alhambra, where 
ir. Hollana worked for Biz. Roy Addy, These 
were hard days, as they were trying to get es 
Tablishea In an untamilar land, lesrning new 
‘ways to cope with the Canadian climate; Like 
‘any ploneers, they lived largely on rabbits and 
Dralviechlekens that fist winter, 

Th April 1025, they moved to Condor, where 
he worked for Mr. Dave Blair and Dick 
Schouten, among others 

“in 131 they acquired thelr own farm, one and 
one-half miles north of the Blueberry Valley 
Shoo With tie money fo spend an machiners, 
Mr. Holland made do with what he hag: is frst 
plowing was done with one horse and a walking 
blow 

“The oldest daughter, Mary, married Dick 
‘Thorkman, and they have five children, 

Tilllan married Angus MeFaden, and also 
has a family of Ove. 

lizabeth married Roy Kendrew and they 
have two children. Dalsy married Henry 
Hella, and they had three children, After het 
hhusband'passed away, she married Allan Sam 
Brooke, and has another som 

“Kenneth married Vivian Hunter 
to enlldren 

‘Mr and hrs. Holand celebrated thelr golden 
‘wedding anniversary in 195, Mr Holland passed 
‘way later that same year, 

‘Thomas Jr. remains on the original farm, 
where his mother likes 10 visit him whenever 
possible. She now lives in the Senior Citizens? 
Povige at Rimbey” 





they have 


JACKSON, MATT 

Malt Jackson from Butte, Montana came to 
claim the SE 1240-45 In 1903. When Vietor 
Lindgren came to look for his homestead in 185, 
fn the Wood Lake distrit, the only bullaing he 
{und was Jackson's big og barn, Batt Jackson 
had returned to Butte, where hs wife was work 
Ing. Tey later returned fo he homestead, bring 
Ing with them a team of horses. A one-room log 
cabin was bullt whieh was home for many years 

TBolh Mr. and. Mrs. Jackson were hard 
workers. They ralsed both horses and cattle, 
‘Mrs. Jackson would make butter, which was ex 
changed for groceries at the stare 

‘ietor Lindgren broke land for the Jacksons 
‘witha team of oxen. In return far his work, he 
twas given a young mare. Jacksons farmed with 
horses, 

‘A daughter, Iima, the pride and Joy of her 
happy parents, was born 

“The busy years passed. Mrs, Jackson became 
tu and pasted away. She was buried in Elspeth 
cemetery. fimaatiended ‘Wolfe school, The 
Homestena was sold so Matt and daughter, Tima, 
moved afew miles farther north. They remalned 
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here until Matt passed away. His burial was in 
Gilby cemetery 

‘After tome time with friends, Ima went to 
work for Petersons In the Gilby district, Some 
Years later, she matvied Ben Plested. They 
made their'nome in Hlgh River, where three 
Shildren were born and raised. Afters lengthy 
Itness, ima pasted away in Calgary 


KIVINEN, KARL — by Hilla Sjoblom 

Mt. Kad Kivinen came to the Bkville dis 
tole from the United States. He had worked tn 
‘Various states and at various Jobs, but wen he 
heard ‘of the good land In Canada. and’ the 
possibilty of getting a Homestead —a 180 acre 
piece of land-sfor $10, he was all for ft! He had 
‘worked in Toronto, and in 1909 he came west and 
ted on @ homestead SE 1040-45, 

‘Atle Kart gota small house uli, he sent for 
his bride from Toronto. His wife, Lenay found 
{ngs quite different from the efty, but stuek 10 
It for over ten years. They bad one son, Arthur, 
Dut finally she let and went back to Toranto with 
the boy 

‘Mr: Kivinen continued to live on the home 
place, ralsed cate and horses, ‘and. always 
Seemed fo have a litte money. Tie was & very 
Soelable pan’ and took part in all the social 
vents of the district He was known tobe avery 
lean bachelor. 

‘When he grew older and the time came for 
him to qult farming he sold out and moved to live 
In ckvile, where he had bougat small hows, 
Here he lived for a number of years before mov: 
Ing to the Westview Lodge In Rocky’ Mountain 
House, He really enjoyed living there, and had 
sald he should nave gone there earlier: When Re 
became ill and was no longer able to siay atthe 
Todge he was taken to a nursing home in Olds, 
‘Where he passed away about 180, 

‘irs. Lena Kivinen stayed in Toronto, came 
out few times to vist the west country with her 
fon Arthur. Arthur married in Toronto and has & 
family there, but hismother passed away, alsoin 
the ear 19s 




















KOPPEL FAMILY 

‘In 1944 Herman Koppel, with his wite Maria 
and daughter ilu, Ieft Estonia to make thelt 
hhome in Sweden. There they worked at a dairy 
farm and factory until they” saved enough 
‘money fo come 19 Canada, They arrived in May, 
sis, ana Dome Creek, B.C. was thes fist los 
lion. There they looked after a farm and helped 
ata sawmill however they didnot feel at home 
among the high mountains. Friends wrote to 
tem about a job obtainable ata farm at Kekvile 
and they decided to come. ‘They arrived in 
September of the same year. They worked on 
several farms unl 1851 When they hed enough 
Roney fo start farming on theit own, ‘They 
ought the NW.640.405 ‘and’ in 1958” added 
{nother quarter NE-140:3.5 to thelr farm, Due 
To healt problems Gey had to Sell thelr farm fn 











197 and settied in Eckvile, where they bought a 
hhome and also an apartment house. 

"Their daughter Tuu's frst Year of school was 
spent at Medicine Valley and at the Estonian 
choot; from there she Went to Welfe Schoo! unt 
it losed down, Then she continued ner education 
at Eeville. Following this, she went to Calgary 
‘where she graduated as a Certifed Nurses" Ald 
She worked at nursing in Rea Deer for a whe, 
then ‘came back to Fckville where she has 
‘worked for many-years in the local hosptal, unt 
{he raising of her family took al other me. She 
twas marred in 1964 to local farmer, Waller 
Kaley and they nave a son Brian, nine years old, 
fand two daughters, Lar, seven and Mirna, four 
years ol. 


KULIKOWSKY, DAN AND STELLA 

Dan and Stella. Kullbowsky lived In_ South 
eojille (Kootuk), He worked onthe CPR se. 
fon gang in 1200. Shorty after, CP-R. land was 
felling, #0, an and Stella bought a farm, theN3- 
405WS. Here they farmed with horses. and 
alsed catle and pigs. 

"in 1882, farmers from the dried out prairies 
came {0 buy farms, as tue rain Was plentiful 
here, Matt Haapala bought our farm. 

‘ter holding an auction sale, they moved to 
‘winnipeg. Dan didn’t regain his heaih folowing 
tear accident and pasted away in 173. Mrs, 
‘aitkowsky sil lives in Winnipeg. 








VICTOR LINGREN FAMILY 

‘Vielor Lingren came from Montana, US.A.to 
Eekvill, Alberta, in 195. Here he fled on 2 
homestead by Gabriel Lake (ster named Wood 
Lake). Tals land was the NW 64035, After 
Toeating. and ting on ls Bomestead Victor 
Journeved back fo Montana to brings familly (0 
‘Alberta, He nada wite and two ehldren: Henry, 
‘aged four years, and Hilda, aged one and one 
half years. 

"Te farmiy travelled from Red Deer on a mail 
coach to Evarts and from Barts the malian 





















































brought them to Kasper’s farm where they got 
Shelter for a short fime. After a while they 
moved to Ericksons home, which was close {0 
{hele Homestead. The stayed with Brlcksons un 
{Ul the house was bullt on the Wood Lake farm, 
Ms, Kasper had a team of horses at that tne 
he went to Red Der to bring lumber and win. 
flows forthe Lingrens and logs were used from 
fhe farm Yor the house and also to balld log 
barn and a chicken coop. They spaded up small 
fred for a garden ana planted potatoes the frst 
year. 

‘Victor Lingren was a woodsman so he helped 
‘many other setlersbulld log houses and barn, 
TAt this time at older son, Fran, was working 
for ar, Crongulst at Red Deer and'n 1807 helped 
‘haul rooks fo bulld the Cronquist house which in 
{if was moved and restored in Reed Deer to be 

“Sir. Lngren was soon able to acquire a team 
ot xen to work with, He even used them fo drive 
to Wescombe for supplles, On one occasion the 
‘oxen ran sway with the wagon and didn’t stop us 
{il they got tangled up In the tres. 

Ir Lingren wa a shlled craftsman and used 
some of hs shi obulld boats and make fish ets 
{o'be used on Wood Lake. Fish were plentiful In 
{hove days and setlors would come from mills 
Livay foput nets in the lake. Although people ld 
hot have much inthe pioneer das, vistors, were 
always weleome to stay for coffee or for & meal : 

‘When Henry became old enough to attend 
school he went board at Kult's place fam 
‘whlch he nad mide and a half walk tothe ld 
Eekville School. TWo years later Hilda went 10 
‘board at Kasper's place so that she could go [0 
‘hook. Board in those days was cheap — only 
one dollar a woek. Hilda later was able fo milk 
ows at Kaspers night ana moralng and by this 
fmeans. she earned her board. After Henry 
became elder he would walk from home (the 
tid Eekvlle school about five miles distant 








When Henry grew up and married Ida Olsen 
he look aver the home farm an looked after the 
Parents, a8 they were pensioners and unable to 
(Work hard any longer. Hilda married Aiko 
Stopsen and they setied on & farm nearby. 

Victor Lingren passed away at nome an bis 
homestead in December of 1936 and. Mrs, 
[ingren died in the Tal of 19. Both were baried 
Inthe Bekvile cemetery. 


LINQUIST, NESTER — by 1.6. 

‘A native of Finland, Nester Linquls, could 
fell some ‘heart ending stories of the war 
between Finland and Russia. He spent a long 
time as a prisoner of war in Russia, The horrors 
of the war and the inhuman treatment ot him a5 
{prisoner affected his health and shattered his 

‘Alor hls release he came first to Toronto and 
later, about 190, to Eakvile. He seftled onthe 
NE2638:N5. Having no buldings, he fashioned 
2 dug-out type shelter ina hillside until more 
Permanent home could’ be bull. Belng an ex. 
fellent carpenter, especally at hewing logs, he 
helped bulla a number of farm hermes inthe is 
ttiet He carried on farming as wel, 

"i sold his farm about 190 Mr, and Mrs. 
Demoulin, who farmed I 11190, when tie sold 
‘to Charlie Mottus. The Demoulins conned 10 
live there till moving fo Lacombe to the Senlor 
Citizens Legge tn 196 

After selling his farm Nester bought a lot in 
Eckvilie, and bullt the Rouse now occupied by 
Meta and Rudolt Dahl. Early ia 1880 he sold the 
property to Ike Kalla and left fo join hs friends 
In Poronto. He passed away’ few years later, 


\WAINO MATTILA AND FAMILY 

‘Waino Mattila was bora in Finland in 188, 
lima Kaipo was born in 1878, also in Finland. 
‘They were married in their native land In 1906 
4nd immigrated to the U.S.A. the same year, 
Setling In Michigan. Thets two daugnters were 
bor in aftchigan, Olga in 906 ana Lerplin 190 

‘In 1010 or 19 the family moved to Canada 
Walne haa'a brother, Joba, living north and west 
or Eckvlle‘on the land Which hae since become 
Known as the Carl (Pihoola) farm, The Waino 
Malia family made thelr way to Alberta, hop. 
Ing to find land near his brother Joba, They 
\ravelled fo Lacombe by train, where John met 
them wite a Herse-draw venlle. He took tem 
{tls home, where they remalned while ooking 
{oa place of thelr own, 

While the Matias wore ving at the John 
Martlla home they were expecting thelr thied 
alld. In those days, when there was tobe a child 
birth, a capable neighbor woman would usually 
fcl as midwife, and ssually mature took Its 
Course and al would go well In Hllma's case this 
Was not destined to be a natural ehiidirth, It 
Was ‘winter time. ‘The nearest doctor Was In 
Lacombe, 37 miles away. There were no cers, 
and the roads were primitive. John hitehed i 
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horses toa cutter and drove through the snow to 
Lacombe, in great haste, for the doctor. When 
the doctor arrived John's wife had evervining it 
readiness for ilima’s confinement, and. Aad 
‘water boling onthe weod stove. Upen examina 
Hon, the doctor determined that te birth would 
bed very dificult one, and fola Walno that he 
‘would probably tot be, able to save both. the 

in the child, "Save the mother! Save 
‘was Walno's request. ‘The ehild was 
delivered, but it died at birth. Hilma ved and 
hada complete recovery. John then had to make 
the long tip back to Lacombe to return the doc 
{or to his heme and practice, 

West of John Matila’s there was a quarter 
section of land open for homesteading. This was 
{he land whieh extended tothe top ofthe high hill 
Airecty north of Withrow. Here Waino bull 
‘small log house, dug'a well and bult a barn, then 
Drought hls family to thelr new home, They were 
established setters? 

Waino was a jolly, friendly man. He was 
good neighbor, always ready to'help when help 
Was needed, and he soon had 8 Rost of friends 
Hilma was quieter by nature than her husband, 
but was kind, hard-working and pleasant. The 
fail ited company, and their neighbors were 
always assured ofa warm welcome anda frend 
Iy"cup of catfee whenever they came to visi 

The next problem fo be faced was what to do 
about their iris" educaton, There was no school 
‘in the area, none nearer than Eekville, nine 
Illes away, and Olga had reeched school age. 
They arranged for litle Olga to stay withthe 
Henry Kult family In Eekvile, and from thelt 
home she attended schoo! during the week 
Walno would go to Eckville with horses on Fri 














4822 Wolte School was bull, no oo far from the 
Mattia home, so the gis finished theit school 
Ing there. All seemed fo be going well for them 
‘As time went on, Walno began to have health 
problems. He found tat he was always extreme 





Fins, ann ain't fe asl ashe soul 
Neighbors laughingly tola him "You must have 
‘een eating too much salty fish, Walno, you're 
‘always so thirsty? Eventually Waino hitched up 
his horses and drove to Lacembe to see the doe 
tor, as he knew that something was wrong. The 
doctor told him ne had diabetes, and showed kim 
how to give himself Insulin shots 

‘Olga Mattila was married to Art Mottus in 
197. They ved Hrst at the Joh Mottus nome, 
Where Grandma Mottus, Arts mother, was sti 
living. in'August 1828 their daughter, Gladys, 
Was born. There was no doctor assisting atthe 
Dirt, but Grandma Motus performed the duties 
of a midwite very capably 

‘ler Gladys’ arrival, At, Olga and the baby 
‘moved to Oige's childhood tome and lived with 
the Mattias. Money was scarce, and {Became 
necessary for Olge and Art to go OW working. 
‘They went Barons, Alberta, where Art worked 
as harvest help and Olge cooked for the 

















harvesting crew. They left baby Gladys with er 
randparent and such god abyaers, the 





las were! ‘They adored thelr lite grand: 
daughter. 

‘Walno was very fond of hunting and fishing 
[Not only did ne enjoy the sport, but the game and 
fish he brought home were an important part of 
hls family’s det. Ta summer he would ish for 
plkein Wood Lake. tn the fll, when the big game 
Erason opened, he would head out Into te west 
fount In search of moose or deer. 

‘mn November 12, Waino, long ith F Aho, 
Alto Stopsen, Henry Lingren, Adam Eke and 
‘Art Mottus, went on a big game hunting Up, 
They loaded two horse-drawn slelghs. with 
enough provisions and horse Teed 10 last for 
‘any days. They drove to thei favorite hunting 
lrea, about 35 males southwest of Rocky Moun 
{ain House, a grueling 60 miles from home. The 
hunting area, known locally as Carp Taree, was 
‘densely wooded and gute isolated, but game was 
‘Sbundant, an a good hunter was usually certain 
ft having’ a successful hus 

The hunters reacked the Camp Taree area 
and pliched their feat, and made all necessary 
preparations for a lengthy stay. The next morn 
Ing they were ready for the iunt! There had 
‘been alight snowiall ~ very conducive to 00d 
bunting. Waino and Ed Ako preferred humting 
lone, so they started of frst, in different dee 
tions. The remaining four hunters went off in 
pairs in other directions. The plan was forall 0 
Peturn to camp before gata 

The day was farly warm for Novernber, and 
some of he snow was melting under the bright 
Sunshine. The hunters were having a good dy’ 
In ihe evening they returned to carp — all but 
‘ne! Waino Mattila didn't come back? Darkness 
‘was beginning to fall, and the hunters realized 
that something had gone wrong. They shouted, 
Listened, then shouted again and again. Not a 
sound broke the silliness of the forest's winter 
‘evening In reply. They then fred signal shots 
from thelr rifles, As the echoes of ther shots died 
fway “sey Ustened anxiously for answering 
Shots, but not a sound dia they hear, Again and 
‘gan they Sired signal shots, Fight up unt mi. 
ght, but to no aval, Tt was very dark, and 
nothing more could be done until daylight. What 
fn antious night for the five trends, huddled 
round tele camp fie. How well hey knew the 
Aitcultes of surviving inthe cold wintry night 
Veith no shelter. Where could Walno be? ‘There 
Was very itle sleepin the camp that night 

‘Next morning, a soon as it was light, Art and 
uno began the Job of following Walno's tracks. 
‘Enough snow hall melted that they soon lost the 
‘racks, and they had fo Search without that ad 
‘Vantage, Al hat day they searened through the 
forest, finding aothing! The following day Art 
‘Mottus went fo Rocky’ Mountain House to a0tty 
the RCMP. that Walno was missing. The con- 
Stable advised the men to stay in thelr camp 
‘another Week and keep Looking: For seven days 








they stayed and hunted, The moose were 
forgotten. They were hunting for a man, thelr 
Inlssing friend: At the end ot week they sadly 
And reluctantly abandoned the seareh 

1 Mareh of 1983, anotter group, Art Mottas, 
udoiph Dan and’ Allo Stopsen drove out 10 
Camp Three to resume thelr search, but the 
Snow? was too deep to accomplish anything, $0 
they returned to their homes. After the winter's 
Stow had melted Alho Stopcen, Wally Mottus, 
‘Art Mottus and Hugo Moitus weat once again to 
Search for any trace of thelr missing frend, but 
once again the search was frultess. 

“in he fall of 1885, after the leaves had fallen 
from the frees, a search party was organized 
Among fiends and neighbors, ‘Wo trucks that 
{ook the searchers and supplies aut belonged to 
the Talson and Thorman families, The ervers 
Wwere Matt Talson and BU! Thorkiman. To get 
Through the men had to practically carry the 
trucks — the roads were lterally impassable In 
places. About 80 people were Involved; three of 
them were women ~ Olga Mottus, Lemp! Hil 
fand Mrs, Jolson, They were the cooks. The 
Searchers walled in a tine through the’ area 
‘here they suspected. Walno might be, and 
‘stematfealy combed the eountrysie, It was 8 
{ving ordeal. Two ofthe searchers sat down on & 
Windfall for short rest and a smoke. Suddealy 
tne of the men spotted a rife leaning against the 
‘windfall —Waino's rife, And. thereon the 
round were strewn human bones. Walno's 
Femains had been found! 

"Iwo of the seareh party went back to Rocky 
‘Mountain House to notify the police of thei find 
Dr, Greenaway and a. police constable came 
Deck wrth them, fo the séene. All the Bones they 
ould find were placed in a box and taken back, 
{be hunied in the Gilby cemetery 

‘More mistortune was to befall the fall. fn 
1997 Olga Mottas died of eancer inthe Universit 
Hospital in Edmonton. Lille Gladys was vie 
tim of cerebral palsy and coutd not walk without 
help, so her father, Art Motus, Took her to the 
‘Tutior Red Cross Hospital n Calgary where she 
lived for many years, recelving her edueston 
land medical attention there. 

‘Mrs. Mattila and Lempl stayed on the 
homestead a few years after Olga's death, Then 
they sold thelr Home and moved to Eek 
‘where they lived for about a year. Mrs. illma 
Mattia sitiered a stroke, and_ passed. away. 
[Lempl married Join Vaars, and they ved in te 
Mattia house In Zeke, Lemp! was aot n good 
health she had aot been well for many years — 
fd she, too, passed aveay in of about 1872 

“Today the only near relative of the Mata 
‘tamally stil living is Gladys (Mrs, John State, 
fnd she is a widow sith two children and ¢ 
grandchild. They’ all live In Moose Jav, 
SSsnatehewan, 














MEYERS, CONNIE 
T, Connie Robert, second son of Joba and 





Rosle Meyers was born and raised on the NW. 
‘ShLWS adjoining Witarow townsite an the east. 
Started schoo! in September 193 at Welfe school 
My older sister Isabelle (Mrs, Dave Bott) rode 
horseback the te and one haif miles to school 
Dad bought our first pony, alittle brown blaze 
face mare, from some naiive people who were 
passing by. After some norse diekering the price 
‘Agreed on was $10. She ably dl her Job most of 
{he vine until she became sick: Dad, being a 
Horseman ‘and somewhat of self taught 
veterinaelan, could see no reason for her falling 
health. Howover he knew When he bought her 
that someting was wroag with one hip. Then one 
‘ay Jack Ross, a young fellow from the Bluebell 
listret, was a¥ our place and saw the ltle mae 
He recognized the problem as similar toa 
felghber's arse who had been shot with 2 ri 
fe. Soon attr she died an autopsy found a small 
slg Todged in the hip which had caused. her 
fleaih, Several horses followed, with two even: 
{ally lag used when my two Younger brothers 
were tot in seton. I offen wonder how we es 
aped serious injury as we any knew one speed 
Sips fast as the horse could Fun, Tee and mua 
imate no difference. Splis were part of going 19 

‘Christine Munro, who later married Scott 
‘Murphy of the Diationd Valley district vas my 
first teacher, staying at Wolfe schoo! for three 
‘years. T think she should have been a drama 
Teacher because she surely worked hard fo put 
‘ona Christmas concert, We always had a packed 
‘house, She somehow raiced enough money fo Duy 
(ach girl and boy’ a 25¢ to 20 gift and a bag of 
‘andy and nuts, wien money was a searce com 
rmoaity Te our distret, 

Tiguess every boy Including muse tearned 
the game of grab at Wolfe, The older boys put 
‘ett goodies such as jackcknives, marbles and so 
fon in 4 pile. The viewim was blinafolded and told 
Snything he could grab twas his. We were all 
‘ager but somehow all the goodies disappeared 
‘and all you ever got hold of was some fresh horse, 

T finished Grade 9 at Wolfe in June 1944 and 
started riding horseback Ove miles to Leslieville 
{o take Grade 10, Soon after school started, 
threshing started paying 88 a day for a man and 
{cam, hauling bundles whieh looked pretty good, 
So ended my school days. The next few Years T 
helped on the fatm in the summer, T guess the 
highlight of those Summers was playing soba 
‘withthe Withrow "Hep Cats" in the Lochearn 
League. We never won the cup but We sure had 
Some good times. 

"We always spent a couple of weeks big game 
hunting out around Jacklsh Coulee and then the 
Fest of the winters we svorked in the lumber 
amps around Hoexy Mountain House. 

Tn the fall of 145 when Twas 1 years old, my 
future brother-in-law Cordon Gibson, (who was 
astoring Withrow Gospel Mission), and 1 
Slarted contract stooking. We charged 81 per 
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‘acre, We worked hard and stooked 500 oF 60, 
acres. One day we got ino a 0 acre feld of OU 
Darley It was a good erop but nie stoking. By 6 
pam. we were finished. The lady of the house 
‘where we worked that day. sure didn't think St 
Was right for me to make $20 n one day and sil 
Deon the Family Allowance Plan, 

‘The summer 01948 Joyce, Gordon's sister ar 
ved in the Withrow alsieiet. Joyee, the fourth 
Gaughter of Donald. and Dorothy Gibson was 
Sort ona farm in Saskatchewan, ‘The family 
‘moved to Moose Jaw where her mother passed 
‘away in 1997, Work was scarce in Moose Jaw so 
Ir Gibson went to Vancouver, B.C. to work in 
the shipyards in 88 As soon as housing could be 
{ound, the rest of the family followed, 

“Tyce came to Alberta intending fo attend Bi 
be’ sehool, not realizing the nearest Bible caleze 
was 40 mlies from where her brother ane family 
Iived. Without funds, It was not possible. 

Tram nat sure if she was first attracted to me 
or my little red Model A Ferd truck. Anyway we 
Started a courtship through the hardest winter, 
481850, hat I've seen, It was 6” below 2er0 
Lesievlle quite @ few mornings and 40" below 
{or days on end. With one person on the crank 
find one on the starter, that old Ford would 
always start 

“Jovee and I were married July 6th 1950 and 
soon after, started pioneering onthe N11 404 
{W5, the west end of Wood Lae, We ad fhe down 
payment on {20 aeres of poplar trees, an alls 
Ghalmer 2045 tractor, a good. young team of 
horses from dad and about 20 head of tee! cattle 
Weeut a trall about 30 feet and started bulging 
2 house. We had eat and saved 16,000 feet of 
lumber down by Wood Lake inthe spring before 
‘we were marzied so he raming and sheeting we 
hia, We went tothe Atlas Lumber Coin Eekille 
{for ie rest. Lean stil soe the look on Ted Han 
fon's face (manager) when Joyee andl told him 
‘we were buliding & house, I guess he could see 
Sales of $100, However the fofal Bil for the 20x 
2H ose was under S00, Tis Included cement 
fora surface foundation, cedar shingles, 200 Ibs, 
of nals plus shingle nalls and falshing nll, tar 
Daper,bullding paper, two doors, one witha win 
Sore, eight double windows, door Jams, window 
fasiags and even 2 new hammer. We moved In 
Just betare Christmas, 1950. 

‘Our only source af income that frst winter 
‘was selling firewood delivered to Ecxville. We 
Pocelved 85 oF 85 for & wagon Dox of dry split 
‘rood Afr: Jackson of the Hekwille Bakery was 
bur best customer, vith the hoapital a close see 
‘on, T recall taking a load one cold snowy day 
Sand as quite a few people sold wood, the bakery 
‘and hospital were fie up. Larove around town 
{il about 4:30 pm. and was atraid T'd have 10 
fake It back home. Someone told me to fry Mr. 
Gust Motus whteht ald, He said he an’ really 
eed the wood but when Told hm he could have 
Ittor $4 he sald “okay”, I could unload and he 
‘would’ see about some coffee. When Thad 























filshed we tied up the team to have cotee. Mrs. 
Mottus had garle sausage, plekled herring 
{cheese and rolls, all luxurles f0 Joyee and me. 
‘Then he gave me a cheque for plus two 1 bills 
{or the wood because he sald he-always pald 85 
{cr wood, real gentleman! 

Our farming areer Was short a5 we soon 
found we just couldn't raise enough money to 
lear land and ive, especially with the depressed 
tattle price of the fifties, and borrowing money 
‘vasn'tas easy then as aoe. After etting logs the 
winter of 191 52 on Chambers Creek for Wiilam 
[Belerley (we lived ina log eabin with a sod root 
that winter), Joyee and f and out frst chil, 
Robert, moved {0 Ma:Me-O-Beseh where 1 Was a 
freon rougineck on Commonvtealin Rig 2. Five 
‘reeks later Twas a green dertlekman, a poition 
Theldfor the next tree and one halt years, work: 
{ng in various parts of Alberia. Te seemed We 
‘were always moving and as we were renting, we 
Travelled pretty ight 

Tn MaFeh, 1856 we racked Fig 2, west of 
Grand Prairie and most of the erew moved {0 
‘Sundre to eig up Commonwealth No. 25,2 brand 
new rig. We stayed there for two and a halt 
Sears, rorking for Home Oil Co. Twas set up {0 
Aller In the spring of 186 and we bought a 8° 
38 new tworbedroom trailer. We relly Thought 
wwe had ft made, 

‘Robert (Bobby as we eal him) starte school 
in Sundre then just as he started Grade in 187 
we moved to Pineher Creek for nearly two years 
‘Then back west of Calgary to Bragg Creek. gs 
are not 4 bad life but are hard for school age 
thildnen. As our Second son Rosey was about to 
Start school we started thinking’ of our farm 
aan, 

Tm the fal of 1950 Joyce and our family of two 
boys and two girls movea here to the farm and 1 
Stayed on at Bragg Creek Ul the following 
Spring, when we purchased Dad and’ Mom's 
ome quarter section 

We started into. mixed farming operation 
based on dairy and beet, As any farming opera 
ton takes alot of money to get started, the frst 
{three or four winters, T stil worked on the rigs, 
‘and the farm enores prety well fel on Joyce's 
Shoulders with our wo boys helping cutside and 
Daviene’dolng. her share of nousework and 
Dabysiting 

‘As e Were dairying, our children were anx 
lous to-be involved tn the Medicine Valley 411 
Dalry Club. under the leadership of Off. Abe 
Sehofer. After" the first Achievement day. at 
mar Jodoln's arm our family including Mom 
fnd Dad, nad learned quite a fot about showing 
tattle. The lower end of most classes had a 
Meyers. Janie, who was three or four Years old 
just had to have a calf to show In the Pee Wee 
lass As we were fresh out of helfer calves, her 
brothers helped her train a litle Guernsey bul, 
‘The judge Hed up the calves starting with the 
lowest so Janice, having a bull In a helfer calf 
‘competition was naturally the fst ane called in 

















line, Each child received a white ribbon with 
firs, second and third Fecelving red, biue and 
igrecn ribbons aswell as $1 Being rst called in 
fine, getting a ribbon and a dollar, she was sure 
tag she had won, 

"Mrs. RUN Paitison led the club for several 
years during. whieh. time ihe membership 
‘hanged from the Medicine Valley area to Ihe 
LLeslevile, Withrow and Condor area. The club 
‘was renamed the Leslieville £3 Dairy Club. Our 
‘children Rave many trophies they won with oUF 
featle as well as LH publle speaking, show 
anship, grooming and training. Several 
§nlmals were shown at the provincial $11 show 
St the Red Deer Fatr, but none ever made the 

op ten! 

Atter 27 years we now have most of the 
‘original half soetion as well asthe SW quarter of 
the same section under cullvation. Oastrom 
Bros, have done most of the brushing, starting it 
1051 with a Dl.cat and cutter at S70 per hour. 
We did'a jot of our own breaking, first withthe 
‘ld Allis Chalmers and later witha modelD John 
Deere. We even pled 30 acres with that oid D. 
‘Phe last few years Dave Airey has disked 0U 
new land. Our family sil ink they should plek 
Toots on the 2ith of May long weekend. We 
Presently farm one scetion of land, We ralse hay 
Bd grain witha steel erop rotation, run BO cows 
and feed out our calves 
Oar Family: Meyers, 

"Robert Donald. was born. November, 1950. 
Bob, along sith his wife Laurene (a Vulean get) 
and thelr 19 month old daughter Chante, lve in 
Calgary. Bob is third year apprentice heavy 
{ity miechanle for the lt. Bob and Laurene are 
fctive In Ambassdor Bapist Chureh having both 
iradusted from Berean Bible College 

‘Rodney John was born in April 155. Rodney, 
having an enquiring mind, enjoyed schoo. and 
Achieved good marks, He won the Governor 
General award for highest marks In the Rocky 
Schoo! Division in Grae 9, He graduated with 
honors from David Thompson High School win 
fing the Wm, Lougheed Memorial Award for 
highest marks in math. Rod spent one Vear at 
Red. Deer College studving blo-cnemistry but 
preferred to return to the farm, Rod and Elva 
Reiman, a Condor gil he met in hgh schoo, 
Were married tn August, 1972. With thelr two 
ehlldren, David John and Dawn Marie, ney lve 
{na mobllehome on our ame farm. They bought 
fur dairy operation and Tod. works in the 
‘grocery department of the Bekville Co-op. 

‘Darlene Jovee was born October, 154. 
Darlene. is single and. ves In Calgary. She 
attended Berean Bible College one year and has 
‘been employed seth the Royal Bank forthe past 
three years, Datlene does ceramics and sewing 
for hobbies — won't miss a football ame, and 
‘he dosrm-All sks In the winter. 

“Janice Faye was born tn Calgary in 158 
alee graduated from David Tnompson High 
ist Sune, She lives at home and is employed at 








{he Imperial Bank of Commerce in Eckvile. 
Janice doesn’t have any specific hobby. She en 
Joys babysitting her nephew and nlece 

‘Wendy Lynn was born September 1983, She is 
our only child born after we moved back to the 
farm, She attends school at David Thompson 
Where she fs in Grade 8, Wendy enjovs most 
Sports and {s involved with Pioneer Ciris and 
Young People's groups atthe Lesloviltechureh, 





MEYERS, CONNIE FAMILY (Containing part 
Of the Withrow Story) — by Johnie Stewart and 
Faye Hoglund 

“Tn 1805 the Connie Meyers family and Con 
e's brother Slim and hls farlly arrived inthe 
Withrow aistiet trom Manyberres, Albert, 
Connie's family. consisted of Connie, his wile 
(Christina, daughters Johnnie Hand Faye 1? and 
Sons Ray. nine, and Leslle, two. Sens Early in 
luded ‘Slim, his wife Li, son Wallace TL and 
Saughter Dorothy, nine. They all arrived in wo 
‘cars except for Connie who tame by trait on a 
fiatear with the livestock and machinery. Each 
family ad only ‘about $250 with which they 
planted fo loeate inthe Eekville district, Ona 
ving, Connie's family weat to. John Meyers 
home, end’ Slim's went to Meta and Rudolph 
Dahl's, Later the two familes moved ta the Bil 
Dirsten house where they lived unl the spring Of 
3805, Times were tough. The women and older 
enlldren would trap rabbits to eam extra money 
for groceries. They would load the rabbits an the 
{oat bobs ofa sleigh, The wormen would elmb on 
{op and drive to Eckvlle to sell the rabbits 19 
Eéavesiy's Mink Farm. Bush rabbits brought 3¢ 
fh, ack rabbits Brought Sek says, "We had 
{corapetton that firt winter between the men 
nd the women; when it eame to shooting Fabbls 
the Women proved the better hunters but we 
‘Were all gnerally pleased withthe extra money 
gave us and we managed through that enter 
‘even though there was a it of snow.” 

in the fal of 1899 the Alberta Wheat Pool 
eterno was but at Withrow Bese tt 
levator, ihe brothers were encouraged by the 
feighbars to start a town. Connie, having past 
experience in Blacksmith and garage businesses, 
Tif'says, they decided fo see fey Evans about 
some land, as Withrow staing and C.N-R. station 
‘was on his land. Inthe spring of 1995 hammers 
ould be heard starting the bullaing o te tv, 
Osear Mottus and Art Dahl were. chiet 
earpenters. To get lumber forthe bulldings, they 
{faded most ofthe cattle and soi the horses they 
had fo buy the materials they needed. A pranary 
Was moved from Rudolph Dan's farm tose as 8 
ookhouse, Li would go there In the morning 10 
ook for the men as they continued bullding 
Christie would say home and get the five school 
‘age children ‘off to Blueberry” Valley” Schoo, 
She'd have supper ready for everyone when they 
eturned home: The frst bullding fo go up Was 
Slim's home, then followed by the Meyers 
Brothers" Blacksmith Shop and Garage, Lit and 











Connie had applied for the Post Office, and as, 
‘work began ot Connie's house, the appieation 
‘Was appraved, so work began on the Post Olice 
Too, LIP became Postmlsiess, When the train 
‘whistle blew, Connle could be seen racing from, 
the blacksmith shop down to cross the tracks 
Detore the train arrived to plek up ie mall bags 
ft the landing on the other side of the tracks 
When the shells of the houses were completed 
‘he faniles moved i, The cookhouse ~ granary 
became the store run by Meta and Rudolph Dahl 
They bull iving quarters on tothe back of the 

‘The first elevator agent was Stewart 
Dodsworth, Because Withrow asa single man's 
polmt, Stewart was later transferred (0 
Eesttewille when fe married. Marnie. in. the 
spring. Then Jack Bell of Leslieville became the 
new agent aad took his meals at Connie and 
Christie's home. 

Tnterest was added to the town withthe com 
Ing of the revival meetings held by. fev, 
Heidefinger of the United States and soon 
‘hureh was planned, 

‘More hornes and businesses were addin the 
next few Years —a savimill by Bill Dirsten, the 
Withrow AMlssion and manse. Walter Hogiing 
‘and Af Clark bought the store from the Dabs 
‘Who went back to thelr farm. In the summer of 
{MGS Jack Bell married and let the elevator and 
Eimer Stewart became the new agent, Elmer 
boarded at Connie's home, 

Al year round the community had some 
social life going’ on. tn winter skating parties 
were held on the Horseguard River and lot of 
time was spent sledding on homemade sieas 
behind Elmer's Model A. In the summer time 
ames and pienies were held. The ball team Was 
Known as the "Withrow Hep Cats”. They wore 
black sweaters with orange letters. rifle club 
Was organized. 1 was affliated with the Cana. 
‘lan tle Association and even had two lady 
members — Fave Meyers and Ruth Batison 
‘That elub lea to furkey shoots and chocolate box 
shoals. Sometimes several carloads of Deople 
‘would start out at dawn on the dirt roads to 
Nordegg for a day of plenicking! it was wstally 
Garic by the time they returned! The annual pe 
hic usally included a dance. The dance was eld 
{in various places suck as Alex Motus’ barn, 
iby Halland FredTakkinen's barn, House pa: 
tes were held in various homes 

Ll tells of the group of women called the 

‘Busy Bees Club". They held monthly meetings 
4a thelferent homes of the ladles: they planned 
pieales, had quilting bees and rafted off thelr 
Romemade auilts, Members were Lil Meyers, 
(president), Johanle ‘Stewart, (secretary) 
Same Mottus, (reasurer), Meta Dahl, Hilda 
fReln, ella Dati, Olga Mottus, Emma Toringas, 
Mrs. MeNell irs. B, French, Airs. Bil Lowry, 
Hilja SJoblom, Marie Meyers, Aiyrtie Raabis, 
Hilda Stopsen and others but memory fas 

Next, Art and Myrtle Raabls arrived 10 fake 




















‘over the slore, They moved into a house built by 
Bert Cooper A sauna bath was bult and was et 
{overt ny evervone, usally'on a Saturday night 
Next 1o the sauna was a lee house whieh was & 
necessity tothe store fr retrigeratian purposes. 
Much time was spent inthe winter me sawing 
blocs of ice from the river and hauling them by 
Sled to the ice house. They were stared in sae 
{ust so they would have a supply for ihe summer 
months 

‘The time period of 18881841 saw Withrow with 
its peat population. Ted Ensign bullt a small 
house there and was appointed. as “Mayor of 
Withrow". He brought the population up to 21 
people 

"Pe CN.R. put in livestock pens and the 
Meyers brothers and’ Eimer Stewart were all 
buyers. at one Ume or another. Charlle Bott 
{ticked the livestock to Withrow for he farmers. 
He also but a bulk service statlon south of the 
blacks shop. On one trucking trip when he 
‘ad Les, who was about four years ol, with him, 
Carle rolled his truck over. Charlle and Les 
Bot out unhurt but the truck burned 

“Time brought changes. Faye married Walter 
Hogland on December I 1961 and they moved 10 
his farm near Rekvile.fohnnle marriea Eimer 
Stewarton July 3, 1942. Elmer was transferred 10 
Teslleville elevator. In September he was called 
lato the army and enlisted Into active service — 

‘Reg. No. Masils.Gnr, Stewart E.A.). He went 
tverseas in November of 1042 and Fetorncd In 
STanuary’ of 1943 Johnnie stayed with her folks 
‘and when Elmer returned in January they took 
ver. the store trom Art Raable. ‘They. bull 
{hemselves @ home on their acreage. Thelr son 
Jerry was born in 195, Eventually the Post Of 
dee was moved into the sore, 

Connie enlisted In the army and because he 
was stationed at Red Deer, Christie and Les 
moved to Red Deer for a time too. For health 
Heasons Connie recelved a medical discharge 
find. they returned to. Withrow. ‘Then ‘Conale 
‘Became grain buyer as wel as deing blacksmith 
‘works Misfortune struck when Christe eed in 
(October ot 18H atthe age of 

Fay worked at various jobs before buying a 
farm north of Withrow, whieh he later sold. He 
Inaerted Phylis Greenman in November, 1946 
‘Their son Stanley was born in 1947 nd they tli 
‘Withrow to start farming north of Eekvile, 

‘About a year after Christie's death, Slim and 
Lu moved 9 Alhambra, where Sim became the 
levator agent or grain buyer. 

‘Elmer was concerned as others in the area 
were about the dstance the children walked (0 
Sehtol; besides, hs Ite son Jerry was almost 
School age! Elmer, assisted by other pareats 
Wwent trough the necessary procedures [0 get 
School distrlet formed at Withrow in 190. Eimer 
find ruth Patison went to see Sigurd Sande, the 
Divisional Trustee, and he tld them if they could 
find a teacher, (they seemed to be scarce at the 
time), ke would arrange to have the old 
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Campbell Schoo! moved to Withrow and he was 
fue fo ls word? They had contacted Wendell 
Phillipe, returned missionary from china, and 
he became the first teacher. Elmer. very 
enerously donated the land on whieh to put the 
choo! and also ullt and donated the necessary 
buthouses for It. The Department listed. the 
School as “Blueberry. Valley No.2", but it was 
falled Withrow Sehool and served the purpose 
‘rell until the schools sere consolidated and the 
Chllazen were bussed into Leslieville 

“Johnnie and Elmer moved to Welasklwin in 
ass} where Elmer worked as accountant far the 
Co-op their house at Withrow was, sold_ and 
fmoved {0 Condor. The Stewarts stil Ive In 
Wetasrin, 

Connie continued tobe grain buyer, and when 
Stewarts left, he became store manager and 
Postmaster ab well; he had married Mrs, Marie 
MeMeekin in January, 1819 and she was ale to 
help him with the busines. 

Connie was an active member of the Masonic 
Lovige at Rocky Mountain House. He passed 
‘way’ suddenly stile working at the Post Office 
fn June Sed, 1953. His passing Teft Withrow 
‘almost a ghost town, 

‘Ray and Phyliss ve at Bekwille and thelr 
callaren are Stanley, Lavonne and Dale 

Tees lived at Bekville, frst with Roy and 
PPyilis, then with Faye and Walt Later he took 
tp the auto body mechanic wade at Wetaslawin 
He married Ethel Vipond in 1988. He operated 
the Heke Auto Body Shop trom 1962 953, 
They now live tn. Edmonton with thelr threo 
chlidren, Darey, Kathy and Christin. 

Faye’ and Walter now live at Summerland, 
Be. 


EDWARD JOHN MEYERS FAMILY — by Mrs. 
Meyers 

“Eaward Jon Meyers, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
‘ohn Meyers, was bofn at Manyberies, Alberta. 
Jn 195, atthe age of ix Years, he came tothe 
Withrow district with is parents, and here he 
attended the Wolfe Schoo! 

in 1943, Edward was married to Marie 
Lingren, daughter of Mr and Mis. Franke 
Lingren of the Bkville arca, They farmed on 
Nui 4-405 for thirty years. In 1973 they sold 
their farm to Earl Loyeek of Rimbey, and moved 
oa home which they bought in Bekville. Bd is 
now doing carpenter work. Marie has been 
employed. atthe Eekville Hospital inthe 
Rouseteeping department, They have. two 
ehllaren, Richard and Patrica, both of whom 
Sttended schoo! at the Leslieville and David 
‘Thompson Schools. 

‘Richard, beller known as “Dick”, married 
Patricia Frid In 1875. ‘They have ‘one. son, 
Dwayne. They make their home on 8 farm east 
of Bensito. Besides carrying on the farming 
work Dick does. carpenter” work, Patricia Is 
‘employed at the Imperial Bank of Commerce i 
Eebile 





Patricia Marie married Frank Harriman in 
They make thelr home in Calgary. Thelr 
to ‘ehlldren are boy, Terence, and a gil, 
(Cheryl. Frank is an elecirielan by trade 


JOHN ©. MEYERS FAMILY — by Edward 
Meyers 

“ohn C. Moyers was born in 1885 at Pelrz, 
‘Muinesota, U.S.A. In 811 he moved to Alberta 3 
homestead in the Manyberries district, 

Rove Seetried came with her mother and 
familly trom Leava, South Russa, tn 102 to 
Medicine Hat, Alberta. In 1918 Jokn and Rose 
‘were marrie. 

1n 1995 Mr. and Mrs, John Meyers andthe two 
eldest children moved to the Withrow district 
fand_ bought the. N.W.27-30.4.W5, where he 
farmed unt 1963. Three more children were 
born after they moved tothe Withrow district. 

Th 1863 Mr. and Mrs, Meyers sold thelr farm 
to thelr second eldest son. They then Dullt 
Snother ome" on the farm where Rose stil 
Fesldes, 

John Meyers passed away in 1966. He was a 
friend fo all, never 00 busy to talk to people ot 
help others in need. Five etildren were Dorn t0 
Jotin'and Rose 

Etdward, the eldest, married Marie Lingren, 
‘They farmed in the Withrow district for thisty 
‘years. In 1973 they sola thelr farm ana moved fo 
Eekville where Bavward Is doing carpenter work, 
‘They have (wo children, Richard and Patrila 

‘sabelle married Dave Bott, and they ive on 
an acreage north of Lacombe: ‘Thelr four chil 
‘ren are Terry, Linda, Dwayne, and Dist 

‘Connie married Joyce Gibson, They nave five 
ctlldven, and ive onthe farm. The children are 
Robert, Rodney. Darlene, Janice, and Wendl, 

Harry is mafried to Betty Dissten and they 
lve at Valley View. Harry works as a mechanic 
‘maintenance man in a gas plant there. Thels four 
children are Barry, Dale, Kelth and Timothy. 

Jona dr. (Jack). was married. to Debbie 
‘Biswanger and they have two eldren, Charlene 
and Lorre. Tack worked for the Youth for Christ 
‘rganlzation and was well liked by the young 
people whom he served, He passed aviay In 
Maren of 197, 


MOTTUS, ALBERT 

“Albert Mottus remained on the farm, keeping 
up a home for his brothers and sisters. Then 
December 142 he married Miss Vietoria Johan 
son from the Boyle alsrit east of Eekvile and 
they farmed for another year. A son Barry was 
born in December 1843. Albert enlisted in the 
army in 194 and served 13 months. After his dls 
charge trom the army, the time had. come to 
bullda new life for the future. In ode atter much 
land searening he purchased the ‘Ted Ensign 
farm at Leslieville, where he and his family age 
sill arming, In 1948 son, Brian, was bora in Oc- 
{ober and in Apri 1980 nether son, Kenneth Was 
bor. 











‘Albert was chalrman of the Agriculture Ser. 
Vice Board for 11D. 10 for nine years Detore 
‘eslgning, He was hog buyer at Lesleviiefor the 
Eexvile Livestock Co-op for If years unt the 
Leslievitte nog station tlosed, and Is now hog 
assembler In Eckvlle forthe Eekevile Livestock 
Coop. He also drove the school bus for Ti years 
land Was captain of the Brucelosis calf programm 
in Leslieville astret for many years, 

Barry graduated from David Thompson High 
‘School and also from S.A.T In Calgary ands 
‘how a manager of @ Toler Lumber Company it 
Calgary. He married Miss Helene Cote of St 
Paul in 190. Tey reside at Bragg Creek and 
have two sons, Cameron and Spences, 

‘Brian graduated from David Thompson High 
‘School, and took two Weather courses one at Gt 
tawa and one at Toronto. He was upper alr 
technica at several locations in the NAWCT. for 
seven years. Then he took another course af Ot 
tawa fo become a Puot Briefer, working three 
yeurs at Yellowklfe airport. He married Miss 
Gwen MacLeod of Saskatoon in 1973, They have 
one soa, Kevin, anda daughter, Reanne, They 
Ie at irl ane wos atthe Calgary A 
port as'a weather foreaster. 

‘Ken is sill at Nome and will graduate from 
David Thompsan High Schoo in 10, 


MOTTUS, CHARLES HENRY — by Salme Mot- 
tie 

‘Charles Henry Mottus was born in 1942 t0 
Arthur’ and Salme Motus. He took his publie 
Schooling at the Wolfe Schoo! and his high schoo! 
Work atthe Eckville High School Following this 
(education, he took a course at the Technical 
Sehoot in Calgary 

‘Alter completing hls education Charles 
started farming in partnership with his father, 
When Mr. and Mrs. Alexis Demoulin moved off 
their farm, which was the former Nestor Lind 
‘ist homéstead, Charl bought thelr farm, 

Ih 1864 he married Madeline Werner, ‘They 
have three children, Russel, Randy and Rot 
a 














MOTUS, OSCAR — by Meta Daht 

Oscar bottus eame form Vurro, Estonia with 
his wife Jull and te daughters, Meta and Fil, 
They arrived at is brother Hugo's homestead 
sear Giiby’on May 16, 1914. Two days later 
thira child was'bora, another gir, which they 
hamed Adele, 

In 216 Oscar filed on his own homestead, NW. 
22-41,W5. He worked hard, clearing the land by 
hhand, with his wite-at his ide. Along withthe 
Jad clearing he constructed log buldings, and 
thus proved up on his homestead, 

Five more children were born on the 
homestead™Albert, Hilda, Eimer, Louise and 
Rober. 

‘In partnership with his two brothers, Osear 
purchased a threshing outfit and’ travelled 
fround the country at threshing time threshing 
































































the grain for many of his neighbors. Together 
With’ his brother Arthur, he bull the Wolfe 
‘School, tnishing it in November, 1922. sixteen 
‘als were enrolled in Grades Ito, none room, 
‘ie first teacher Was Mrs. Wigmore. 

‘Oscar lost hs wife Juul in 1825 through chil 

th Meta, then only 1 Years old tok over the 
Job of raising a family ofelght children, Tals 9s 
not easy, as the baby was fust born and another 
‘child was oe 18 raomths a. Water ad t0 be 
carried and the clothes ‘washed lly. ons 
Wwashtboard: All he cooking, Including the baking 
‘of bread, wae done on a weod siove. Board floors 
Were scrubbed white with a sit brush and lye 
Soap, With the father away from hore for days 
ata iime, everyone had to pen in and share the 
Fesponstblty 

in 1908 Oscar married Annie Dahl and they 
moved to Hekvile where they Uved until her 
passing in 1963. He retired to Westview Lodge it 
Rocky Mountain House and later tothe fumbey 
rhuvsing home where he passed avvay in 1976 at 
the age of 8 years. 


[Adele Mottus married Willam Herbert from 
vancouver, B.C. They. have. four 
hlldrenHeverly, Marlene, Marvin and Dori. 
ihe children are all married and are lving in 
Nanaimo, B.C. 

flee Elizabeth Mottus married John Swan 
son of Mission, B,C. Thelr three sons are Robert, 
Daniel and Davia, all married and al ving it 
Alssion, B.C. Louise passed away In 1954 atthe 
lage of 30 years 





MOTTUS, MR, AND MBS. JOHAN — (Writen 
ty Esther M. Motus) 

Johan Motus Was born in 1851 tn. Vurro, 
Esionia, His Wife, Lena, was born In 165, Aer 


their marrage, they set up Nousekeeping and 
Falsed eight sons. Thetr occupation was farming. 
Three of thelr sons emigrated to Canada: Hugo 
Ino, Alexander in 1812, and Oscar, wit fami 
Iy.in O14. They all ettied around Gabriel Lake 
(Wood Laie, itis commonly knows) inthe 
CGby alstriet north of Bekele 

‘War broke out in Europe in i814 and brought 
ants times to Estonia Tt appeared that all of 
Europe was destined to become embroiled in the 
onflet, Mr. and Mrs. Mottus determined to get 
but of {Mal hot spot that was Europe, and go 
Seross the ocean to Canada to Join thelr sons 
Hugo, Alexander and Oscar. There were many 
frraigements to be made. Johan believed It 
Would be better to have gold'and silver money 
Yather than paper, she exchanged most of kis 
paper money for gold and silver. They hired a 
{allor anda shoemaker to come to thelr nome C0 
make warm clothes Tor the entire family — 
heavy overcoats, fur eaps and heavy leather 
Shoes They had heard fram thelr older sons that 
{Canada was-a cold place down to 60 degrees 
below zero! It never got that cad in Estonia 

in Maren 1816 they. were ready 10 leave 
‘There was no passenger service fr travellers in 
those war years, and they knew faclltes on thelt 
Journey would be very limited, se they deelded 10 
bring food with them. Taey had pails of honey 
land butter, and they packed rye bread wnd home. 
‘ured pork tor the fp. Each person carried 
pallor a package of food 

Their ‘son, August, decided to stay. in 
Eesfomla but the parents and thelr sens Ludwig 
(Go), Jehm (8), Arthur (10) and Waldemar (@) 
left on Marek 38, At that time, they could hear 
‘cannon fire from the batle front, the ground 
‘Shoo and’ at night the sky" was lt up with ar 
illery flashes, The war was foo close Yo thelr 
home for comfort” 

"They did not take the customary route to 
Canada, feross the Atlante Ocean. ‘That was 
fuch too. dangerous — even Impossibie, The 
‘lane twas mined, frequented by battleships 
dana submarines. ‘They decided to take the ony 
‘ther rote open to them, across Russi, Siberia, 
Sapan and the Paelfle Geean. 

"They were able fo board & troop train carry 
ing wounded soldiers nome from the bate font 
‘The reason they could take that train Was that 
the father bribed the conductor with afew gold 
Pleces, Others who tried to board that train, 
Tthout the benef of gold pleces were ruthlessly 
booted of. 

“That fraln trip was far from comfortable, 
and ft was down Fight unsanitary, forthe train 
was crowded and the stops were fow. Whenever 
There was a short stop, someone would pet off 
fand buy some hot Water Tor tea. Tp Manenuria 
{hey bought horse mill. Twas good? They were 
Icky fo have had the foresight to bring ood, ot 
they would have been very hungry. It ook io 
‘weeks by tain foreach Viadivostok,— then onto 
Japan by boat. ‘They walled tive days in 











‘Yokohama fora Japanese freighter which was to 
amy them across the Pacific 

The Japanese freighter, the Ava Mara, was 
far from’ luxurious! ‘The passengers. were 
‘Crowded ino‘ large roots where they stayed fo" 
the entire voyage, The room had a double ow of 
Dunks long” all four walls. The only bedding 
provided was! one grass mat for each bunk. 
There was a dining-room ‘which had two long 
{abies ~ one for the Orientals and one forthe 
‘alte, Several Jews shared the table with oer 
White people. Whenever pork was served the 
Jews wouldnt eat any of't, so there was that 
‘uch more for the oles, Happy day! Te wasn't 
ttten they had all shey wanted (0 et 

‘The ocean voyage took sixteen days. When 
the passengers disembarked in Seale, they 
‘Were interned for two days fo clear immigration 
‘Tne men and bays were all aken to one contned 
area, and the mother, Lena, was taken 10 the 
‘women's quarters. She was terrified! Separated 
trom her family, not understanding a word that 
was spoken, and not knowing what was happen: 
dng waste worst experience she endured on he 
entire journey 

‘After two long days of anguish the famlly 
were reunited and boarded a ship bound for Van 
over: That ship was beautiful — sheer luxury 
latter thelr recent experiences, Somewhere along 
the yay the whale family got Infested with ice, 
and tere was nothing they could do about it but 
Scraten. From Vancouver to Red. Deer they 
travelled by train. As they passed through the 
Rockles, and saw stow everywhere, they would 
have turned back if i had been possibie, Thelt 
Gismay at seeing snow in May was short lived 
‘When they reached tne prairies they found it was 
realy spring. Thelr heavy clothes were much 10 

“Alexander Mottus was working in Red Deer 
‘n a saw mill and when his parents and brothers 
arrived there, they hada happy reunion. From 
Fea Deer the Mottus family went onto Eckrille 
by train. John Kemila (Sr) had a horse-draven 
covered democrat, and he drove them to Gilby, 
fo the nome of an uncle, John Tener. 1t was May 
24, 181. The grain fled Were nice and green, 
‘The ordeal ot two months of travel were finally 

“The fst thing Lena Mottus requested at 
the home of Uncle John Teener was "Please heat 
up the sauna bath — we're lousy!" A good Rot 
Stearn bath anda change of clothes put an end to 
the “"cootles™ and good riddance! 

“Johan and Lena Motus bought a quarter of 
land, the same land later ceeupied by the Alk0 
Stopson family, on the south shore of Wood Lake, 
The cost ofthe land Was $1280.00, Neighbors were 
“ind to the neweomers. Mart Sestrap gave them 
a'sack of barley and some rye flour, The 
Matthews family gave them some chickens, and 
Uncle Teener gave them a haree and pregnant 
Sow. From there on, they were on thelr ov, 

“Their frst crop, oats, ylelded 280 bushels. In 
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1918 tragedy struck. Johan Motus died, and the 
{amily had to carry on by themselves. Lena, the 
‘mother, lived until 1890, when she, oo, passed 
vay. Jahan and Lena were both ald Yo rest in 
the Gilby cemetery. 


NEAL, CHAS, 
Charles and Ruth Neal and thetr four children 
‘moved to the Bekville area from Lake Lilian, 
Minnesota inthe summer of 1972, after purchas 
ing three quarters of land (SE 16404643, nome 
site: ang NE 1040.4.W5: and SE 1404.5). 

“Ine Neals had. previously lived in various 
parts of tne Unitea States, Charles was born in 
Martinsville, Indlana and has two sisters He 
Spent four years in the U.S. Coast Guard during 
Worta War i; attended indiana University and 
the University of Wisconsin where he and Ruth 
‘Marey met and were married tn 1955, 

‘Ruth the youngest af elght children, was born 
In Newton Upper Falls, Massachusetts: attended 
the Massacnuset's School of Art taught at Wo 
‘years in Concord, New Hampebires worked as 2 
ommercial artist and in mechanical drafting 
{and reproduction lettering. Prior to this, she 
Worked as a chocolate dipper fora small candy 
Store chain ‘and later on her sisters candy 

“The Neal's first ella, Janice, was bora in 1954 
tn Madison, Wisconsin. Jan is now attending the 
University of Calgary majoring In Elementary 
Eaveation, 

Teadlord was born in 2856 in Camden, New 
Jersey where ‘Charles was. working for the 
‘Campbell Soup Co. Had is now taking graduate 
Wwork at the University of Calgary, majoring In 
Computer Sclence 

‘A'son, Huber, was born in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota in 1958 where Charles worked for The 
Pillsbury Co. but sadly, due to a heart detect, 
‘ivbert died in 198, 

‘Wesley was born also in Minneapolis in 1963, 
Douglas was born in Willmar, Minnesota tn 3964 
after the Neals had moved to tele {arm near 
ilake Lilian, Minnesota, 

“The Lake Lilian farm was located on the 
prairie of western Minnesota, Cor and soybeans 
‘rere the main erops for this area along with eat 
te and hogs, Because ofthe Neal's interest in & 
diferent type of farming, a dissatisfaction with 
the inereasing cost of land taxes, a dese for 
‘more scenie farmstead, coupled witha spit of 
Sdventure, they made’ the decison in 7.0 
move to Alberta. Also, the strong winds, threats 
Gf ternagos, blizaarda, hall, heavy rains and 
Hhumid' 100 ‘degree’ temperatures of Lake 
Lilian made them decide it wasn't the eimate 

Being halt Canadian, hersett, made easy for 
uth to be receptive to the idea of moving to 
Canada. Ruth's mother was bora in 1860 in the 
small lumbering settlement of Hastings, New 
Brunswick, near the Bay of Fundy. ‘This home 
site is now'a part of Funey Netional Park. 




















‘Since moving, Ruth has not been troubled 
withthe nay fever, asthma and bursitis that had 
Bothered her both in Minnesota. and 
Massachusetts, Living inthe Rekvile area has 
‘een all he Neals had hoped it would be. - and 
‘rove. The gorgeous scenery, the mountains the 
lean, clear air, long suminer days, wildife, 
ative fruits friendly people anda lesé vigorous 
timate are some of the Feasons the Neals are 
happy with thelr move, 


ELVIN OLIVER FAMILY — by Mrs. ith 
Oliver 

‘After spending the summer of 1928 with my 
parents in Washington, I, Edith Lockard Oliver, 
Sccepied the position ag teacher of the Wolfe 
School, I was informed by the secretary of the 
Wolfe 8. D., Mr. Buckby, that T ould reach my 
destination by going to Red Deer, then taking the 
‘fain from thereto Withrow, On belag unable to 
locate Withrow on a map, Tnaturally expected 
that it as a small tow 

T traveled by train to Red Deer, where 1 
boarded the train going west. As it was a mixed 
train it elt travel very fast. ter being onthe 
tain for what seemed lke hours finally asked 
the conductor it we were near Withrow Yet, but 
he informed me we weren't nearly there set at 
‘We had gone through Syivan Lake only a short 
lime before, Thinking that the conductor had 
fongoten to tell me when we reached Withrow 
Inquized several times 

‘Finally, by evening the train came to a stop 
and [was informed that we were at Withrow. At 
that time there was only a plasform, My luggage 
‘Was unioaded, What @ sensation when the tran 
pulled out and 1 vas let therein a strange coun 
fry, surrounded by trees! Thad lived all my’ Ife 
‘on the prairie, which was quite different 

Finally I got a glimpse. of a team and 
‘democrat coming down a winding Posd. What a 
‘elle to see someone! Tals was Ms. Buckby, the 
Secretary's wile, who had come to meet me: We 
Toaded my luggage Into the democrat and wound 
‘our way’ up the hil. Finally we eame To a creek 
Which we had to ford. Before we reached the 
Dither side one of my suitcases fell off into the 
‘water. We teseued i and continued on our way. 1 
boarded with A and Mes, Wallace Buckby 
‘Their family consisted of tivo chilaren, Roy and 
Dorothy, 

"The Wolfe school was about two and a half 
miles trom Buckby’s” Roy, Dorothy and I rode 
Horseback to school. We had many experiences 
With the orsee, One had a eolt and as we had wo 
Dr three gates to open on our way, the colt would 
Say behind. We often had to go back and chase t 
{hrough the gate before we could continue, These 
were the trials we had In geting to a country 
School. Tuere were about 28 children attending 
the Wolfe sehool at ts time in grades one to 
rine. Maay'of the children walked t0 school 
through the bush, of which there was much at 
{hat time ‘The school was also used on Sunday 




















for chureh services. 1 ten rode horseback to 
Leslieville tor the mall, a distance of about five 
rales 

Th July of 1981 1 married Elvin Oliver, who 
criginally. came ‘out west trom Ontario and 
Settled Inthe Pine View strict. Twas bora at 
Cardston and moved to Fort Macicod at an early 
lage where I remained until I went to teach the 
len Hill school, the year before going (0 
Withrow. {then returned to Fort Macleod sere 
1 taught for three years before our marriage, 
Our family consists of Lorraine, ‘Tim and 
Doreen, 

Inthe fall of 197 we maved to Leslieville after 
spending 16 years on the fam, te last sx years 
Gf whieh T taught school at Pine View. 

"The frst year I taught in Leslevile 1 had 42 
pupils, with grades one fo six. It was a two-room 
Eohool, Mr. igh Horn taught grades seven to 
‘ine, Later a small room was bullt for grade on, 
‘Mss Nelson being the first teacher. Finally @ 
neve sixctoom sehool Was bult and grade 12 was 
Included, When the David Thompson school was 
Dull grades seven to 12 were bussed tot snd 
fgrades one to six remained In Lesllevile. Each 
Teacher had but one grade. 1 taught grade four 

‘Elvin worked for @ construction company In 
northern “Alberta fora few years. Later Re 
Managed the Imperial Ol bulk station In 
Leslieville, He was also caretaker of the David 
‘Thompson and Leslieville schools 

‘Our amily were all married while we ived a 
Leslieville, Lorraine married Clibert 
Hollingsworth of Leedale i 1834 and they now 
live In the Rumbey strict. Gilbert has been 
‘engaged in trucking and has hauled catle and 
Horses fo many parts ofthe Stats, as far south 
ue Texas, ‘They have five eildren — Maurie, 
Marlene, Mervin, Maureen and Mezietta, 

Doreen married Lee Hollingsworth In 188, on 
her parents” 251m wedding anniversary. Lee 
works for'an oll company. ‘They have four 
Ehlldren — Monty, Darey, Angela and Rodney 
‘They now live in the Lesiovlle distri, 

“Tim married Louise Shatforé of Clareshalm 
ln 1963. He is engaged in ranching. She taught 
School before and after ter marriage. They have 
three children — Dale, Darlene and Darren 
‘They tive in the Caroline dstict. 

‘We lived in Lesilevile for 20 years, moving 
from there 10 Beniley where we later rellred 


PETERSON, MATT — by Elsle Anderson 
This isch necessity avery oie skeen ofMatt 
Peferson's history. My dad was bom in Finland 
a lisaim! Oululanl on November 15, 181, He 
Tnnded tn Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A. in is, 
don't know the exact year that he and my 
nother were mazried. She was the widow of 
Beter Bskelin, She was orn in Finland on March 
45, 1675, and passed away on August 20,1918, 
‘Mother had five ehldren by Peter Esteli, 
da, the eldest tas bore In April, 1902 and died 
fom September 4, 191 Ellen was bora In May, 











105, and dled on November 11, 1878, Albert was 
bor about 1968 and dled about 1928, and Adam 
‘was born about 1910 and died about 1888, Peter 
‘was another of the sons, but I dont kaow where 
he fits in age wise 

[don't know foo much about the early years of 
the Petersons, but Ellzabeth was born October, 
siz, She now lives In Sacramento, Callfrnia, 
USA, In J80, she married a young Norwegian, 
Hans Stange, and they have two daughters, ne 
of whorm lives in Seatte, Washington, and the 
bother in San Mateo, Califoraa, both in the Uted 
States, 

‘Arthur was born August 31,1914. He married 
In England and passed away in Apel, 1983. 

Tr Elsie, was born April 15, 1816, Twas the 
youngest living, as there was a baby when 
Tmather passed’ away. The ‘baby. was, a boy, 
‘August wp name [do not recall mich of the ear 
{Years in Eekvilie. When I was five vears old 
‘Went tolve inthe Bingley Distt with tae Alex 
‘Schroderus family. Artur came there a Year 
Tater. When {was i0 years old we all tare went 
to live with daa. 

(Of my dad, Tean say he was the hardest work. 
sng and strongest ite man! His press at bush 
Camps was legion. Hewas aheavy drinker, and 3 
‘mun's man. He was as gentle as he Was harsh 
fenerous fo a fault, However. 1 know our lives 
‘Would have been very diferen tour mother had 
lived, My-dad Went to Korjla, or Karella, in 
Norther Finland or Russia im 1934 He borrowed 
{250 for his tleket from. Elizabeth, and. she 
Became Sole beneflclary of his farm and 
enattels 

‘Looking back from where I “stand now the 
bittersweet of a fragmented chldhood becomes 
2 treasured memory. The sua, moon and stars 
‘Stll set over my dad 

have been married to Tolvo Anderton of the 
‘Troehu District since October 3, 1898, We have 
‘one daughter, flona, who Is married fo Ph No- 
be, from England. She has taught school (and 
ottines todo so) since 1964. She and Phil have 
‘one daughter, who started schoo! in 197, 

"ere it might be wel f pay tribute fo Mrs 
‘lho Stopsen's mother, Mrs, Vietor Lingren. She 
‘was a tiny, wiry little lady who performed the 
‘duties of rildwite, and delivered al af us Peter. 
‘Sons, She was inded the “Lady withthe Lamp.” 

oral those brave folk wo settled thats 
alike to say, "To be remembered isto ve 


REMEMBERING WOLFESCHOOL DAYS— ty 
Shirley Dobirstain 

‘What really wonderful, carefree days those 
were when We traveled anywhere from ane {0 
Three miles per day fo the Wolfe Schoo, Children 
from Grades 1 1 8 came by every’ mode of 
transportation, on fot, beveles, horseback, skis 
Inwinter and some even drove ahorse and bugs’ 
si times. Those fathtul school ponies were very 
much loved by children fortunate enough toate 
‘ne. Many earvied up to three children at atime 
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to school each day. They dia have ther fun with 
tis as well, More than once upon leaving school 
Imy Shetland decided that It was my turn fo walk 
4nd a couple of bucks later that's exactly what | 
‘a with ry pony Jogging home just gut of reach 
in‘cont of me. 

Harsh, weather conditions kept very few 
children nome from setool ‘They would arrive 
Soaking wet ina summer rain or waite with frost 
inthe winter, Cold winter moraings were spent 
siting around th large coal and wood furnace a 
the back of tne room until the shoal warmed up. 
‘On vers! cold dav we would erowd int the living 
room of the teacherage to do our school work 
With no schoo! buses atthe gate can remember 
father coming %0 meet us in the winter with a 
team and sleigh and belng too cod t0 ride, tv 
brother and'T would hang on tothe side of the 
sleigh bor and run along to keep warm. 

Tin milder weather, was the excitement of 
‘oon nour skaling pares at the nearest slough, 
The elder boy's would shovel the snow off and 
wed nave a bon fire for warm ups and skate tt 
[eas time to return to school we talked the 
feacher Into allowing” an extra half hour of 
Skating we realy were tiled 

Tne Chrisimas Concerts were an exciting 
event that made budding actors of ‘evervone, 
\Waat excitement it was to practice Outlines for 
{he big aight. The teachers also put In many ex. 
tra hours of work in planning for the concerts 
‘There would always be the odd case of stage 
fright with complete loss of memory of those well 
leaned lines but each moment was enjoyed by 
Shudents and audience, Santa Claus avy found 
his way to hat tle country sehool Rouse too. 

ike children of allies and ages we go Into 
our share of muschief as well. In the spring the 
‘frog would find Its way under the teachers 
bel, to jump oat frantically when the bell was 
Pleked up to ring classes in. Other furry and 
Silthery creatures could sometimes unexplicably 
appear ina desk drawer. at times the rule about 
norumning in the school would be forgotten in the 
hoon hour when teacher Was having lunes. Tean 
Femember the “consequences” of one running 
Ineldence wheve the large burp on my head and 
2 classmate's “Blackeve” were sure signe of 

‘Gull after meeting head on ata blind corner! 
"Thal stopped the running for awhile anyway” 

Spring Brough lots of wet fet as everstone 
had to try and find the deepest pond to wade in 
Some of the more adventurous ones ould 
Tashlon some sort of raft In arder to become 
Sallors for 2 day, the odd one ending up with 
more. than wet feet. ‘Summer games were 
Prisoners’ base, pump-pump pull away, tag, 
Rickhecan and baseball. Anal sporte days s¢ 
‘earby towns where we Went fo play ball were a 
eal thei. Then the annual pla atthe end of 
the school year was a big hghlite. Homemade 
Ice cream was one ofthe treats along with races 
and beligames anda scrumptious lunch 
Drepared by the mothers. 














Wit all these good times, who needed 
anything more while growing up. They really 
Were the "good ald days." 


MEMORIES OF LIFE FROM AN EARLIER 
ERA IN ECKVILLE. AND DISTRICT — by 
‘Thomate Renne 

RENNE, CONSTANTINE AND JULIE 

‘The Reenne family, consisting of Constantine 
Rene, his wite Jule, and thelr twe sons, Adalt 
‘nd. Thomas, emigrated {rem Estonia. and 
‘rived in the Eekvlle district in 896, Following 
2 Short stay’with the Sestrap family Mr. Sestrap 
‘vasa local farmer and town merchant), they 
Moved onto a CP-R. quarter. This move of the 
family, ith their {wo trunks, was falitated by 
means ofa hayrack borrowed from hi Sestrap. 

‘After moving onto the farm, 2 setlingn 
process began. The wide eracks I the two-room 
Tog house had to be filed with plaster. Further 
Insulation, consisting of cardboard fom card 
board boxes, was nailed on the interior walls, 
With this protection, many winters were braved 
wie the femperature dipped, at times, to minus 
0’ F. Inside the house, @ klichen stove and a 
Sone fireplace (bullt by the Bradley family), 
Were the sourees of heat 

‘A means of maklag living had to be found. 
‘As was the case wth many famalies Inthe tt 
fhediate ares, the farmland consisted entirely of 
fees. Only about an acre had been cleared on 
‘which a garden could. be grown, ‘The days 
Between spring thaw an winter rez. Were 
fainly spent ta "grubbing” trees fo clear lane 
‘The trees were at frst sav by hand nto 
firewood. This was spl allowed tary, and then 
{inyrinter at, Renne, witha team of horses and & 
Sleigh, would make the 12 mile round trip to 
eke, delivering Arewood watch the peopte In 
{own used for heats These tripe occured thre {0 
four times a week during winter months when 
{here was snow on the road. The whole family 
‘Was involved tn some phase of this enterprise 
[After few years, Mr. Henry Lingren mourted 3 
‘ireular saw and Mode! A motor onto sleigh 
‘Tals allowed neighbours to band together in 
forming’a "sawing crew". This custom con 
tinted for many years. 

"The source of power for work in the early 
days was the human muscle teamed often vith 
the horse. Mechanical. power arrived at the 
Renne farmstead around 194, with the purchase 
‘of a Model D Jann Deere tractor. 

"me area had its share of hallstorms, 1946 was 
such a year, yet, despite am early severe 
hailstorm, the reminder ofthe season was idea 
Eo that a “bumper erop” of around 700 bushels ot 
Wheat was produced. Most of ts was sold, the 
proceeds guing to the C.P-R, In order to pay off 
fhe land. 19 1948, an adjoining quarter section 
was purchased. irom Mr. Tom Rosson. ‘Tals 
erved as pasture for catie, 

Except for pel dogs, of the farm animals, 
Mrs, tulle Rena loved her cows the most. These 














she milked for many years so that the cream 
ould be taken to town and soldat the focal 
‘creamery. ‘This provided "a ‘maost important 
Supplementary source of income for the family. 

"Phe social life of the Renne family (as well as 
that of others inthe immediate neighbourhood). 
{included visiting back and forth, Birthday and 
Christmas parties, sotals at Wolfe School, and 
{gatherings held at Estonian Hal. At these events 
{he men folk would frequently gather and play 
cards, he ladles mesnvhile would gather ino 
{heir elrele to. prepare food. and. Some. han- 
flor such as embroldery, knitting, crocheting 
fina fort, 

Soci evens ala ogcured at te homes o 
tore peope who Aad a "sauna”-One such place 
‘was the farm of Mand Airs. John Sibel. Mr. 
nd Mrs, Renne and sons often visited there 
‘Another place where frequent visting occured 
Was the home of Mr. Clint Bromaing, ls 
‘daughter Hattie and son Carts 

Travel of any distance, such as to Keke 
was witha horse and buggy (or sleigh in winter). 
Shorter distances were very fen covered on 
foot.A few Model A’s graced the roads. To the 
‘rivers of these cars, the horses were & boon, a6 
frequently they were mired in the potholes along 
the dirt roads following rain. Some road 
Fepalrs were done bythe focal people, in con 
Sderation of which there was ' Lowering of 
‘unicipal taxes to the County of Rocky Moun 
tain House, 

“rhe reads were upgraded in the late 40's and 
‘early 50's, being both widened and graveled 
‘Tals made it somewhat dificult to use horses, es. 
pecially with a sleigh. In 1951, Mr. and Airs. 
Rene. purchased a. Studebaker ‘one half ton 
truck whlch Me. Renne used unt ns death. This 
{tack f presently elag stored im Calgary by 

Primarily, the family was blessed with good 
health. However, Adolf suffered a lengthy bout 
wrth peurisy as 4 very young man. Following his 
Tecovery he left the farm at the age o€21 (0 work 
fm the Haxer Memorial Sanatorium In Calgar 
1m 1948, Thomas also left for Calgary and found 
employment there grinding lenses for eve 
flasses. Tne parents continued active farming 
{ini Mr. Renfe attained the age of 7 years and 
fecelved the old age pension, Following tls, the 
Folds were rented ou to Various neighbours The 
Couple continued living on the farm until Mfr, 
Home's death in 1960 at the age of 72, Mrs, 
FRenge died in Calgary in 2970 atthe age of 6, 

Current, Adolf san accountant employed in 
Edmonton by the Alberta Government, and 
‘Thomas instructs tathematies and physics at 
the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology. 

"The above Is an account of farm ie in tose 
years, It centered around the nome and family, 
and the communtiy. Extensive travel, (elev 
Sion, and such other aspects of modern ile, were 
nonexistent, Even radios were not very 
prevalent in theimmediate community: Life was 











simpler, the effort to survive basi. Friendships 
‘were enduring, people tended tobe mare setieg, 
the spirit of co-operation and’ goed fellowship 
was Connally in evidence and of Wal impor 


STAITE, GLADYS 

My parents, Arthur Mottus and Oiga Mata 
were married in February 192 was born ot 
Kugust 4189 at the homef my tree, Joka 
‘Motus, no ved near Wood Lake iy Grand 
‘other Mettus was my mother's mig wit. 

‘in September my mother spd dad moved i 
wit Grandpa and Grandma Mat so that 
‘fandmather could take care of me Gut The 
fine: my Yobte worked at avons. Albert, 
throughout the grain harvesting Sena, after 
ny parents returned trom Barons we ved With 
‘Ghana and Grandma tts. 

‘My "mother had ben in poor health for some 
time, and in January of 40T she entered he 
University Hospital in Samonton for eaiment 
for cance, but ae passed say in fare 
My father married Same Raabis after my 
momer's death 

Th April of 140 as placed nthe Junor Red 
cross" Hospial in" Calgary” because’ of. my 
plosial hanleap Here iney eave tne paten 
treatments for their pysea diabiite. and 
also (eated us very well olterwse even Rough 
Swe may not have thought soa te 
Dleted grade ten of my aation 
The hospital 

"For urtber education 1 attended, Western 
Canada High School wnere I ook rade eleven 
Mrs Meclure was my guardian std I boarded 
fd roomed wither dung me Sbe fag 
‘ne everyday hourework while waiving in fet 
ire, ana’ nave found ths abe very dee 

Tni6i8 came Beko fora vist wth 
MeLean and also with Mes. Buckby Jt end 

rs: Buckoy St spent a happy Christmas that 
Year in Rocky Mountain Hotse at the home of 
Waly'and sine Mots 

‘On dansary 3 400 i lett Rocky Mountain 
House fo conte 16 Moose dav, Saskatchewan, 
Here, on Pebruary 2 nh I started fo work ai 
the Disabled Civitas’ Workshop: My’ ovork i 
chided sewing dresses, nurses" uniforms, doe 
fore coats, aprons, stocks, and many other 
nds of sewing. I worked there for about five 
‘years. {met my iate husband there, and we were 
argied in Decernber of 1, 

‘Gar chilsen were Marie Emily, born on 
September 25156 and Toh ANIME, bom oh 
November 6, ita 

‘iy husband, John, had been aficted wih 
tuberculosis, ana in 160 the allment aed Up 
again. He retrned othe TB. sanitertams Fork 
Girappelies where he ‘nad to spend the next 
leven motins is return bome at te end ot 
thet period was avery happy ne forts How 
ver our Jy was nol fo last, for Joba passed 
Siva Just eleven months aftr is return home. 








(On October 13, 1918 Marle Emly was married 
to dMvles Endieat. On une 2, Ist. Bobb 
awn Briaget was born to them, and on August 
8.1876 Denise Marie was bor, this giving me 
‘eo prandchilaren, 

‘Myson, John Arthur, graduated from high 
sehool on dune 18, 1876, and now is employed By 
he Aliled Lumber Company” In Moose Jaw. 

‘Ukeep busy doing housework and caring for 
elldren: [ babysit for a familly having three 
ehlldren, ages four to 11 years, and Lenjoy this 
very lich. T am presently living in my" own 
hhome in Moose Jaw and my son John ives with 





By Gladys State 


STRIDSBERG, JONAS PETER ERICKSON 
(Gsv7-t918) — by Vera Molander 

Jonas rlekson wat born and grew up in 
Sweden. He was a brother of Anna Molenter, 
and had come fo Canada on the same ship as Un 
le John Molander. They worked together inthe 
trenenes in Ontario. When he heard there was 
land in westera Canéda, he journeyed by train to 
Alberta. He homesteaded. the NE 2404.W, 
Seven miles northwest of Eekvlle. He cleared 
the land and planted erops and garden, and but 
_gtanaries and a barn ou of logs. Some ofthe old 
Bulldings are stil standing today, 

When Jonas Briekson eltied here, he 
‘changed his last name to Stridsberg, because 
there were s0 many people named Etiekson in 
the country. First he farmed with oxen and then 
‘wits horses: He never drove tractors or ears He 
tnllked cows and had a few pigs and chickens 
Every week he took cream fo the ereamery In 
Foxvte, 
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Jonas was a very strong, hard-working man 
He carried a can fled with milk on his back al 
the way to Lacembe, ver 39 miles, and brought 
four Home in the can. The milk was for te 
cheese factory and since he was there, he pled 
1p his flour and groceries with the money from 
the milk. Anna and Henry: Molander allowed 
Harold 6 nelp Jonas when he asked for his help, 
























































Harold and his Uncle Jonas had a large split 
wood pile. Harold hauled. the Wood from his 
(quarter, whleh Is now owned by Maurice and 
Harriet clark, ‘They used a buzz (eireular) saw 
anda Wallis feactor fo saw the wood. They had 
Sawing bees in which all the neighbors helped 
‘each ether. golng from farm to farm. 

‘ih July, 146 Harold went 0 help Raino 
Haapaia, his neletbor, sat lumber. Harold cut 
his hand badly and test one thier. Dr. Coppoek 
‘managed to save fhe others. 

Jonas had te frst inreshing machine with a 
sildkney engine, and dd custom threshing with 
Henry Molander. The Stckney engine was later 
used for grinding feed for pigs and cate. Alfred 
‘and Harold threshed together for many years, 
‘UHL 1890, when Alfred bought a combine: Harold 
worked for Jonas slsidsberg from 1982 unt 
‘Jonas passed away in 1848. Harold and Vera now 
own and live on the land thal Jonas 
omesteaded 


ALO AND HILDA STOPSEN 

‘Aho Slopsen was born in Finland, Europe, on 
August, 100s. He reeeived his army trang in 
peacetime there, and then Immigrated to 
Eekvile, alberta in'1825. Upon his rival at 
Eekuile, he vas glven employment onthe farm 
Of his uncle, Rudolt Stopsen. 

Hilda Lingren was bors ai Granite, Montana, 
US.A. in Seplember of 1904, and came to 
Eoiile In 105 with her parents. In 1831 Atho 
4nd Hilda were married in Red Deer, alberta 
‘There was no honeymoon in those days — Just 
back to work 


Mr. and Mrs. Stopsen bought Ed Medin's 
homestead, NW 3640-4-W5, They lived and 
farmed here until 89. A con, Oliver, was born in 
March, 1858. They worked hard on the farm, 
clearing land by Hand and milking cows 

‘In 1857 Shirley Mae was bor, thus ineveasing 
the family to four ‘members: Oliver turned 


five and began schoo! at Wolfe Senoo, which was 
bne-fourin mile distant. The sehoal teacher 
Secured room and board atthe Stopsen Nome at 
that time, 

In 198 the family moved to the Wood Lake 
arm, SW 12:404.W5. Here they lived ut thelr 
Fetirement. Alho rapped muskrats and covotes 
‘ring the wintertime and fished in the lake dur 
‘ig beth sommer and winter. 


ee Ny 





Oliver and Shirley completed Grade Nine at 
\Wolte School and then continued thelr education 
at ihe Composite High Schoo! in Red Deer where 
Otiver graduated, Shicley took one year there but 
Completed her schooling at the Eekville High 
School Oliver was tnvalved with his musie and 
played in many bands, Shirley, however, was 2 
Forse lover and spent her spare time riding and 
Showing horses, Many happy times were spent at 
Wood Lake with skating parties in the winter- 
time and boating during the summer. 

‘Oliver married Falth Charles and they have 
to children — Faron and Chery. They are now 
ling at Summerland, B.C, Shirley Mae married 
Fred Dobersten, fom Lacombe, and they are 
presently living Inthe Lacombe area They have 
fo boys, Douglas and Jason, 

‘Alho sind lida continued to farm after thelr 
son ané daughter were married and on their 
‘own. Tn 1972 though, they decided fo sll the 
farm and retire tothe town of Eekvile to enjoy 
thelr leisure hours with friends 





WOLFE SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4010 

"Tne. Wolfe School District was established 
January’ 31, 1821, comprising’ the following 

nds: 8 335, NUS 2577-TU9RS, $5 and 
SEIS, and thse portions ofS 15, and 17 ing 
South and west othe Mealelne River in 40, FS, 
S13, 1012, TWORLWS. Mr, Aho of Eokvle, 
Abert, was Senlor Trustee. The treasurer Was 
iM. W! C: Bucky of Withrow, Alberta 

‘School opened In 1822 

‘Tae first leacher was Mrs, Lollle Wigmore, 
Among others who taught at the Wolfe School 
were! Miss ‘French, Miss Farnell, Mr. Lowe, 














Gordon Gibson, Blanche Amat, Artina Weller, 
Vietor Brown, Bill Prunkl, Me. Arabury, MES 
Selme Mottus 

“The sehool was closed in 1964, sldin 1955, and 
maved to farm, SEI1-40.4:W5, remodelled for 
2S home 

"The Charles Neal family live init now. 


MR. YETIMAA 

Se. Vrmaa was bora in Finland, arrived on 
te homestead in 190, NE 2404-5. He lived 
with the Lingren family until his log cabin was 
bul 

Horses were his next necessity. He bought a 
team of mares and ralsed many fie hoses trom 
them. is horees were well fed and always kept 
‘well groomed, He was ance seen riding a shiny 
blacichorse to tole, where he bought a hundred 
pound bag of tour. Tis he carred, while leading 
the norse home. 

He hed caitle, milked some cows and 
separated the mill vith a hand separator, talking 
ihe eream to the creamery in Bekville, He was 
Skilled at tanning aides, from which he made 
harness, sewing colored buttons on the bridles 
{or decoration. Some thought that hs Idea was 0 
make an impression 00 the gis 

ie lived an the shore of Wood Lake, so spent a 
lot of me fishing, as well as always growing a 
beaut garden, When hs health began to fail 
he asked Shubroskls to care for him, In return Ne 
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rowld ill his Wood Lake farm to them. The 
Shubroskis did thie for him ull his death, 


‘VOWS FOR THE RESOLUTION-LESS 

(1) Keep me trom thinking 1 must have 
sorting to Say on every Subject on every 

Keep me, trom trving to stralghten out 

everybody's problems while Ignoring my 

Make me thoughtful but not moody, helpful 

bat not bossy, 

Keep my lips free from the reeltal ot endless 

land telus details. 

Seal my ips from reclting aches and pains. 

ont feel better afteriarde and those who 

listen feel worse 

Task not forthe grace to enjoy the tales of 

others, but only fr the patience to hear them 

swith equanimity 

‘Teach me the Marvelous lesson of knowing 

‘hat, oceaslonally 1 may” be mistaken 

‘And etme earn to see tings In unlikely 

places and unexpected talents in good peo- 

ble, and give me the grace to say 80 

‘adapted from Forethought 

MY DAILY PRAYER 

Tora’ help me to Keep my ears and eves 

‘wide open 

‘But my mouth shut and my nose out of 

(everyone else's business 
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‘On Active Service 


WITH THE BRITISH 
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‘The organizational meeting of the Eckville 
and Distelt Historical Society was held January. 
31,1977 at the home of Mrs, Helen Terry 

What an enthusiastic group they” were 
Eokville and District was going to compile a 
‘ook oftheir heritage. 

‘On! We thought this would be a real 
challenge, ‘everyone seemed ke mature in 
telligent individuals who would enjoy working 
together. 

‘We were soon to find that we had problems 
Due to these delays some of our ploneers are not 
with us to see our book in print 

‘Our book will no doubt have errors and 
omissions, Please accept our apologies. Itt had 
fot been for sheer determination on the part of 
Some members this book would not ave 
‘materialized, 

‘God sling, tn the near future Bekville will 
compile a follow-ap book and hopefully things 
will go more smoothly. 





The Book Committee 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

© Lord, our heavenly Father, we thank You for the many 
examples of courage, devotion, and dedication to life which 
we find written on each and every page of this book. 

When times were hard and difficult, we thank You for 
making Your presence known to our ancestors and all who 
have gone before; those brave pioneers, both men and 
women, who have guided us and prepared for us a better way 
of life. 

‘To them and to You we dedicate this book and we pray 
that, as it is read by succeeding generations, all may find in- 
yn and enjoyment in its contents, thus enabling them 
jue in that great pioneering spirit. 

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, 
Amen. 
Rev. L. George Macdonald 














It is hard for us to dmagine how this beautiful Central Alberta 
countryside Looked to those (inst white explorers who resolutely ven- 
tured westward more than two centuries ago. Highmys, scattered touns 
and Land developments have altered the Landscape some, but the overall 
beauty of this area remains relatively unchanged, and it is still pos- 
sible to show, in imagination, their thrite of excitement and challenge. 

To those first pioneers and their famities who came, struggled 
and endured and to their descendents this tand has been good. But 
fest we think that the sett£ers who came gxom other parts of Canada, 
ox other parts of the wortd, enjoyed the advantages we have today we 
mist pause briegly and Look back over the years. I think it is 
tremendously émportant to take time to record the intimate Local 
history that is part of the rich, background tapestry of the Eckvitee 
area; record the names, the pictures, and the events which are in 
fact an integral part of our heritage - and Legacy. 

The history of a nation is conveyed with broad brushstrokes which 
record major events affecting the future of the country. The history 
0f a people is a finely etched recording of day to day personal events: 
the recatLing of names and times and places: the rekiving of joys 
and griegs closely shared with Loved ones, sriends and neéghbours. 

Tam sure this book witt provide an invatuable Link between 


our treasured past and our exciting future. 


W. Heten Huntey 
Member. of the Legistative Assembly 


Rocky Hountain House Constituency 
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The Eckville and District Historical Society 
acknowledges with gratitude the many sources of help 
received in compiling this book. 

We thank those who researched old records and the 
devoted people who wrote numerous letters, travelled many 
ss encouraging people to write thelr family stories. If not 
for themselves for their children and grandchildren. We also 
wish to thank our devoted typists and proof-readers who 
worked so diligently. 

Deserving special mention are those long time residents 
of the area who made available their personal knowledge, 
recorded memoirs and photographs. 

And for a different kind of help, much patience, and great 
understanding over the past year, a heartfelt thank you to 
our families. We know roast beef would have tasted better 
than hot dogs. 

No doubt, you will find many errors and omissions, but 
none of us has ever written a book, we have tried to be ac- 
curate in all aspects and if we have missed some information 
please accept our apologies. 

‘This has been truly a fascinating experience, there have 
been many ups and downs, as with everything else. 

‘We hope you will enjoy reading this history book as much 
as we have enjoyed compiling it. 








‘The Book Committee 
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Indian Tales 


THE BUFFALO POUND — by Bob Campbell 

‘There is a buffalo pound on our home place. 
‘This pound was used by the Indians. They would 
watch for the buffalo as they came down to the 
lick, then they would chase the animals up the 
valley to the pound and kill them. The Indians 
had dug a ditch to lower the water ina slough, so 
they could build a catching pen. 

‘There was a cram and curing pit. In the 
summer time after the animal was butchered the 
‘meat would be cut In pleces, wrapped with grass, 
then rolled in the mud at the mud hole. This was, 
their way of cooling, or getting the animal heat 
out of the meat, in the shortest possible time to 
avoid spoiling. ‘After that, the meat would be 
smoked. 

‘There is another pound up near Lampman 
Valley. There is a big swamp near Squaw Hill, 
west of Open Creek Dam, where there are 
wallow holes and a buffalo lick. Indians would 
chase the buffalo over the east end of Squaw hill. 
‘They had a cram and curing pit there too. 


‘THE INDIANS AND THE COW — astory by Bob 
Campbell 

‘Mr, R. C. Block was always having fun with 
the Indians. One day in March, 1930, three In- 
dians came through here on the Hudson Bay 
trail. Our cow had just had a calf. Mr. Block 
asked the Indians to come and look at the new 
calf. The cow took one look and gave chase. One 
Indian went along side of the barn and held on to 
some rails that were there. Another Indian went 
over the manure pile and the third jumped the 
fence. My brother Clifford, was there and 
popped through the fence. ‘The cow hit the 
fence right behind him: 

About two weeks later the same Indians came 
by. 

‘Mr. Block said, “How would you boys like to 
see a new calf?” 

‘The sald “NO, no, your crazy cows do not like 
Indians, they give chase.”” 

When I see one of the Indians in Rocky Moun: 
tain House, he often asks me if we still have those 
crazy cows that chase the Indians, 





INDIAN ARTIFACTS — by Bob Campbell 

‘Mr, Block came in the spring of 1921, just west 
of where Aurora school now stands. I came in the 
spring of 1930. Before I came Mr. Block had 
found some arrow heads. I have found some 
every year since. 

There are some arrow heads that date back to 
6500 to 7000 B.C. I have a spear hear 7000 years 
old and several clam shells which are 12 million 
years old. I have had archealogists from Glen- 
bow Foundation and the Archives of Alberta con- 
firm the ages of these finds. 





Bob Campbell showing 2 portion of his arrow head collstion, 








Indian Artifacts from Bob Campbell's Farm. Botiom Row: 
L. to : Pemmican, Tanning Tool, Fishing Line Sinker, Arrow 
‘Shank Swaighiner, Tomahawk, Axe and Digger. Second Row 


In my collection are hide skinners, battle ax- 
es, corn pounders, a corn roller, stone hoe, whet 
stone, tomahawk, pemmican ‘hammers, hide 
scraper, tanning tools, petrified raw’ lava, 
burned lava and petrified wood. These have ali 
been found on the SW 41.55. 

We started a guest book on October 5, 1975 
recording the names of people who came to see 
the artifacts. It has signatures from Norway, 
Denmark, Holland, Australia, Albuquerque, 
New Mexico and all parts of Alberta and British 
Columbia. So far, 185 people have signed the 

100k. 

Some old Indians tell that Rev. Gaetz from 
Red Deer did fur trading and missionary work in 
this area around 1886. 

Jack Bunk an archaeologist from the Provin. 
cial Archives of Alberta in Edmonton came to 
see my artifacts and look at the buffalo pound. 
‘They will be doing some digging in the spring 
and summer of 1978 and will give us a record of 
what they find. 








Whetstone, Bercie Roller, Corn Roller, Battle Club. Third Row: 
Pevified Wood, Corn Pounder, Hide Scraper - 2 size, Top row: 
‘Two Pemmican Hammers, Two Bate Axes. 





PIONEER TALES OF THE INDIANS IN THE 
CARLOS AREA — by Bob Campbell 

Jonah Strawberry tells of how he and another 
Indian named Joshua, shot a young grizzly bear 
in about 1898, up on Kinnikinic hill between sec- 
tions 9 and’ 4-42-5, east of Ival Johnston's 
buildings. The old Indians say that they never 
heard of a grizzly bear coming this far out from 
the mountains before. 

‘The old timers tell me that all the Indian 
families had dog teams, and big dogs that they 
used for packing. They tell me a big dog can pack 
35 to 40 pounds on their back. Josie Strawberry 
had a pack dog in the 1940's. Two brothers, Len 
and Rudy Kruger, who lived on the SW 5-4-5 
(Glen Bradshaw's 'place) had a dog team. 

Jim Yellow Face had around 75 head_of 
horses in the old days. They were branded’YF. 
Yellow Face kept his horses in the Lampman 
Valley. He camped for years on the $¥4 17-42. 
near a slough that is between two hills that run 
north west 

















Other Indians camped on the SE 8-42-5 and in 
Lampman Valley. They trapped for furs in 
winter and dug seneca root in spring and 
summer. They sold these things to Louis Robin- 
son, a fur buyer who lived at Leedale. They also 
cleared land for farmers, and in fall they stooked 
grain and helped with threshing. 

Old timers also tell me of the existence of two 
totem poles up by Gimlet creck. 

‘The Indians had sundances up in the area 
around SE 8-425. They travelled through our 
home place and we have seen as many as 158 
teams and wagons go up for one sundance. The 
east we ever saw in any year was 68 wagons. 
Some of the Indians that came here were from 
Montana, North Dakota, White Court, Hobbema 
and Gleichen. Ival Johnston bought the SE 8 in 
about 1944 and the Indians moved their sundance 
grounds farther north. 

‘There are some Indian graves on the corner 
of NW 9.42.5, Old timers tell of seeing guns, 
blankets, and footwear left on the graves. There 
are also two graves on the east of Kinnikinic Hill, 
NW 34-415 

T've heard tell of a Stoney Indian who lived on 
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the E¥4 23-41.5 by a small lake in the centre of the 
land. He had a cabin and a small dug out that he 
used for a cooler. He was buried near the lake 
somewhere, on the land later owned by Fred 
Valouch and Harold Allen. 

Some of the Indian families who lived in this, 
area in the early days were named Strawberry, 
Brenner, Red Bear, Little Bear, O’Chiese, White 
Calf, Beaver Bone, Tron Bow, Lagrell, Big Child, 
Dayehief, Yellow Eyes, Yellow Face, Sunchild, 
Crookedlegs, Little John, Goodrunner, Joshua, 
Red Calf, Whitford, Todd, Frencheater, Joseph 
Tall, John and Bill Swan, 





STRAWBERRY, J. — by Bob Campbell 

Josie Strawberry, son of Jonah Strawberry 
lived on the SW 15-42.5, by a spring. He built a log 
cabin. Josie bought some cattle from Jack 
Davies and Jimmy Smith around 1940 or so. He 
put up hay for Bill Gardner on shares for several 
years around 1945. 

In 1946 Josie and BUll Swan cleared land in the 
district for Rob Ervin. 

In around 1950 Josie moved his family and 
livestock out to the Sunchild-O’Chiese Reserve 
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‘Mr. Eckford after whom Eekville was named 





Eckville 


HISTORY OF ECKVILLE 

Mr. Arthur Eckford came to this district in 
1902. He was the original owner of NW 22-39.3- 
W5, This was later subdivided and became 
known as Eckville or as we call it today Old 
Eckville. Jarvis Onofryszyn now owns the land 
where Old Eckville was situated and would be 
about a mile and a half north east of our present 
townsite. The actual subdivision map is dated 
April 2, 1908. Mr. Eckford donated the land for 
the first store and post office, and Eckville was 
named after him. Thelr first'son, Thomas, was 
orn on the farm on October 20, 1915; second son, 
Edward was born in Red Deer, May 14, 1917 and 
number three son, Arthur, was born in North 
Vancouver on May 13, 1920. To our knowledge, 
Mrs. Eckford still lives in Vancouver. Mr. J. H. 
Killick built the store and was the first post- 
master in 1905, having the two combined in the 
one building. A. B. Koski (August) hauled the 
mail from the Evarts post office to Old Eckville 
for five and a half years. His pay was $1.10 for 
the round trip. His contract with the government 
was dated December 1, 1905. The mail was 
hauled by team with a rig that Mr. Koski made 
himself, Fritz Kinna then took over this mail 
haul from Mr. Koski. It was in 1904 that the 
bridge north of Eckville was built over the 
‘Medicine River. Mr. Killick sold his business to a 
Mr. Rene Bruyseraed and moved to the town of 
Rocky Mountain House. In 1910, Dan Clausen 
and Oswald Forhan bought out this store and 
post office. Then, Mrs. Snell and her sons came 
out from Red Deer and built a hotel and feed 
barn; T. B. Millar started a cheese factory; Mr. 
Foreman from Leslieville built a blacksmith 
shop — Eckville was booming — streets were 
named Main Street, Dominion Street, Willow 
Street and Prince Street. There were probably a 
lot more buildings out there but we cannot find a 
record of them now. 

‘In 1908, it was decided that there were enough 
children to go to school so a school should be 
built. On March 29, 1906, the first school board 
held a meeting with board members Charley 
Kasper as chairman, J. H. Killick as secretary- 
treasurer and W. W. Gasgarth the member. That 
same spring they sold debentures in the amount 








of $800 and the school was built. Nothing slow 
about our forefathers, once they made up their 
mind to do something. Mr. E. E. Randall owned 
the land west of the river and this is where the 
school was built. Later this land became the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Lenny Kingsep. Miss A. 
Fenerty was the first teacher with a salary of $50 
a month. 

‘Around 1910, word spread that the C.N.R. was 
looking for land and would build a railroad. 
Much speculation took place on where this would 
bbe bulit and people from Eckville were watching 
very closely. Finally, the C.N.R. purchased the 
NW 16-39-3-W5. Ralph Wesiey Matchett owned 
this land, having taken title to it on April 2, 1907, 
‘Thus the C.N.R, started construction and was 
completed in about 1912. The Alberta Central 
Railway, later known as the C.P.R. came into 
Kootuk or South Eckville in 1914. Now with the 
building of the railroads, the folks from out at 
Old Eckville started moving or building their 
shops and homes in New Eckville, our location 
today. Oswald Forhan and Dan Clausen started 
thelr store and post office on the site where the 
present drug store now stands. The first building 
to be erected in the new townsite was the kitchen 
part of the Dan Clausen residence (now the site 
of the Alberta Government Liquor Store). Many 
a man had their meals in this kitchen with the 
Clausens while they were building their own 
places. Mr. Forhan bullt his house across from 
the store and this was later Dr. Crosby's drug 
store and residence, and then again in later 
years, the Forhan Drug Store. Clausen Brothers 
had a’mill, and logs and lumber were purchased 
for many of the buildings in the town from them. 
Clausen Bros. put up a pool hall on the east side 
of Main Street and Jack Clausen built his house. 
Dr. W. G. Evans, moved in — his resi- 
dence and drug store were on the west side of 
main street and beside it was the Erickson Bros. 
butcher shop. Harry Palmer had a blacksmith 
shop located where Revelstoke Building 
‘Materials have their lumber storage today. His, 
residence was there as well. Emanuel Olson 
opened up a restaurant on the east side of main 
street and a few months later sold out to John E. 
Lundberg who in a couple of years with additions 











and alterations made it into a hotel, August 
Mitzner also built a hotel on the east side of main 
street beside the Clausen pool hall. Charlie 
Gustavson opened up a livery stable which was 
sold to John Kemila and later to Fred Isaacson 
Who remodelled it for a garage, and today 
Eckville Motor uses this lot for storage. Mr. 
Gustavson owned the first automobile in 
Eckville. The co-op store was built where now 
stands the J & K Food Store (the old Bakery) and 
some of its first managers were Archie Litt, Dan 
Clausen, Bill Rogers, and Oswald Umari along 
with many others along the line. After leaving 
the Co-op, Mr. Rogers had Charley Kasper build 
him a store of his own. Mr. Eckford had his real 
estate office on the south side of the Co-op store. 
Gus Sestrap had a hardware store to the east of 
the Clausen residence. August Mitzer’s feed 
barn and wood sawing was along railway avenue 
to the west and a feed mill beside it. Mr. Storey 
owned the feed mill. In 1912 Forhan and Clausen 
picked out a site for a dance hall or as they called 
it a “Town Hall”. So once again with the same 
spirit that the original town was built, a meeting 
was held — this was on May 12, 1912, the first 
sports meeting. The floor was lald to be used as a 
dance pavilion. In 1913, the Eckville Improve- 
ment Company was formed and incorporated; 
shares sold with which to bulld a hall on the same 
floor. It seems that they must have had an out- 
door dance hall for awhile. This bullding was 
used as such until it was sold for a restaurant 
some years later. Now, Art's Jewellery and Gift 
Shop is located in this old town hall. The C.N.R. 
station is still in the same place as it was 
originally. We presume that the elevators were 
built during this time, as well as other buildings 
throughout the years. J. M. McDonald built his 
house in 1918; Mike Sestrap built his house and 
today there is a modern four-plex dwelling going 
up on this lot, with the old house being 
demolished a short time ago. The George Lutz 
House and the Fred Isaacson homes were bult in 
1919 and 1920, Many old timers will never forget 
the year 1918, the year of the flu, Anybody who 
was able was called out to do nursing duties and 
to help out in any way possible during this slege. 
Mr. Bill Brown opened up a creamery or receiv. 
{ng station across from the MeDonald residence; 
now the modern A.G.T. building is located on the 
land, The cream was tested and the farmers 
received their cheques trom the Browns, We 
presume the cream was shipped to Allx. 

In 1918, the Canadian Bank of Commerce 
opened up their bank on the lot where they have 
now their beautiful new building. The old 
original bank was donated to the town in 1976, 
and this in turn was turned over to the Eckville 
and District Friendship Club for thelr use as a 
drop-in centre. Mr. J. W. McIntosh was the first 
bank manager. Mr. Matt Perry was an early ac- 
countant who was, a few years ago, living in 
Calgary. We are not sure if it was the Imperial 
Bank or the Bank of Commerce for whom he 



























ast sid of main street in 1920, 


worked. In January, 1920, Dan Clausen raised a 
petition requesting the hamlet of Eckville to be 
incorporated into a village. The first man to sign 
the petition on January 25, 1920, was Mike 
Sestrap. Other signers were Bill McHattie (a 
blacksmith), Archie Litt (manager of the co-op 
store), J. M. McDonald, J. F. Heimbecker: 
Harry’ Lowe, E. Wickstrom, R. Bertram, Dan 
Clausen, and J. Johnson. At this time there were 
30 buildings in the hamlet — nine dwellings, elev- 
en business premises also occupied as dwellings, 
and ten business premises with no dwelling 
space. There was an elevator, hotel, restaurant, 
hardware store, lumber yard, meat market, two 
real estate offices, a bakery (presumably in the 
restaurant) a feed and livery barn, two general 
stores, a public hall, blacksmith shop, creamery, 
Bank of Commerce, dry goods store, garage, one 
implement store, and one Imperial Oil station. I 
believe the Imperial Oil station was run by Mr. 
Von Holtum. The petition was given to John A. 
Gaetz, MLA for Red Deer constituency, who in 
turn handed it to Mr. J. H. Lamb, Deputy 
Minister of Municipal Affairs. An inspector from 
the government, Bill Robertson came out, in- 
spected the hamlet and said “‘no”. It included too 
much farm land and there were not sufficient 
dwellings to meet the requirements of a village. 
Dr. P. L. Backus had his residence and office and 
a few spare beds for emergencies in what is now 
the Roy Saari residence, but this was not in the 
hamlet. In 1921, a committee of Bill McHattie, 
Dan Clausen, Mr. Crosbie, Mr. Garries with Joe 
Marshall as chairman formed to work on incor- 
poration again. On February 18, 1921, Mr. A. H, 
Garries wrote to Edmonton to say that he had 
been appointed to a committee to look after the 
incorporation. Another petition dated May 30, 
1921, was signed by Mike Sestrap, general store 
manager, Dr. P. L. Backus, Jack Coughlin, hotel 
keeper, J. F. Heimbecker, Walter Herring, John 
Kemila, Mrs. Augusta Clausen, Joe Marshall, W. 
‘McHattie, and J. M. McDonald. This time the in- 
spector that came out was Mr. Alex Souter. He 
found that there was now a school in the hamlet, 
this being moved in, and that folks were most 
anxious to Incorporate to enable themselves to 
make some provisions towards proper fire 











protection. Finally on Sept. 15, 1921, in the early 
morning, Mr. Art Garries, an implement dealer 
and an auctioneer posted notices which had been 
signed by the Hon. R. G. Reld, Minister of 
Municipal Affairs which were notices of inten- 
tion to incorporate. One was posted in the hotel, 
one in the post office and one on the town hall. 
Some acreage owners in the area but not in- 
cluded within the hamlet were John Platham, C. 
H. Von Holtum, Mrs. M. Johnson, Henry Kult, 
and Charley Kasper. On November 3, 1921, Mr. 
Reld signed an order that the hamlet of Eckville 
was now the village of Eckville, effective that 
date. Now the village had to have a village coun- 
cil. Dan Clausen, then a hardware employee, 
was named returning officer for an election for 
councillors. Nominations were received at 8 p.m. 
on Monday, December 5, 1921, in the town hall. 
‘There was ‘no election required. Bill Mc¥iattie, 
Clarence Crosby and Joseph T. Marshall were 
elected by acclamation, Thus was Eckville's 
first council. The first meeting was held on 
January 3, 1922, and Clarence Crosby was ap- 
pointed as reeve or mayor with Dan Clausen as 
secretary-treasurer. The surrounding area was 
then known as the Municipal District of Lorne, 
No. 400 (now the County of Lacombe No. 14). 
Messrs. Crosby and Colpitts of Red Deer and 
Eckville were the solicitors for the village. Mr. J. 
M. McDonald was the agent for the Home In- 
surance Co. of New York. 

February 16, 1922, saw the first by-laws of the 
village passed.’ No. 1 being the adoption of the 
common seal. No. 2— set out the proceedings of 
council. No. 3 — appointed Dan Clausen as 
secretary-treasurer at a salary of $125 per year 
and appointed Dr. P. L. Backus as Medical 
Health Officer for the village. A number of very 
active people in town who deserve a lot of credit 
for the time and effort they put in in helping 
make Eckville a thriving village were Jack 
Clausen who with Brother Dan had a construc- 
tion company and sold most of the logs or lumber 
that was used in the building program; Gus 
Sestrap in his hardware store, Ralph Brown, 
James Olsen, the Isaacson families, Armstrong 
Bros., O. M.’Forhan, Mrs. Frank Andrew and 
Mrs. Orval Rasmussen (the Botten girls), J. F. 
Knorr, Fritz Kinna, Glen Caton and family, the 
‘Thorkman families, Dr. Somerville, Dr. 
McDonald, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Herring, Dr. 
Claxton and many many more that we do not 
hear about or have their names. Cal Fletcher, 
came here from Kansas City in 1919 and stayed 
{ill 1925 and then went to Hespero until 1946 when 
he moved to British Columbia. He was a man of 
all trades and worked in every store and 
business in Eckville except the blacksmith shop. 
He stayed with the Louis Weeks’ on the present 
‘Tom Smith farm. The Presbyterian Church was 
moved in 1921. It was the school at Old Eckville 
and the first minister, we understand, was Rev. 
Mitchell. 

‘Through the effort of many local residents in 








1916, it was decided to butld rural phone lines so 
in 1917 some rural lines were built to Gilby, then 
to Hugo Mottus’s. Mrs. Frank Andrew worked 
for the Lundbergs in the hotel. The phone lines 
were operated from there, so she was the first 
telephone operator. Five lines ran from the 
hotel, four in the country and one in town. At this 
time no long distance calls could be made. The 
town and rural lines, known as the Eckvillle and 
Gilby Telephone Company were then incor- 
Porated and changed to the Eckville Mutual 
‘Telephone Association. This was being operated 
from the Clausen front room with Theresa 
Botten (Mrs. Orval Rasmussen) as the operator. 
She worked there for six years. Fifty years later 
in 1967 came the dial system to Eckville and in 
1969 the direct distance dialing. We had many 
operators during this time and names cannot be 
found of all of them but we know there was 
Esther Johnson (Mrs. Bill Oliver), Mrs. Morrie 
Cross, Sylvia Wuorl, Mrs. Kit Armstrong, Mrs. 
Louise Delaney, who for many years was a faith: 
ful worker at the switchboard along with Kathy 
Ferguson as night operator; Mr. and Mrs. Clif- 
ford McNell and Mrs. Erna Soerd also gave 
faithful service. The Forhan family left here 
around 1921, and were at the coast for a number 
of years — came back around 1925. 

‘Dan Clausen went to work on the railroad in 
1923, came home around 1926. The Sinclairs left 
in 1925. That same year saw Fritz Kinna going to 
‘Tech in Calgary to take an electrical course. 
When he came home, he wired buildings in town 
and the power was supplied by the Moro Bros. 
from their flour mill on the east side of the 
village. 

In 1926, Feb. 2, Walter Herring was appointed 
as secretary-treasurer and O. M. Forhan as 
reeve. On Dec. 13, 1926, there were six can- 
didates nominated — for council — Joe Marshall, 
W. H, Cowen, Mike Sestrap, J. F. Heimbecker, 
Oswald Umari, and O. M. Forhan. Mr. Forhan 
withdrew before the election. There were 33 
votes cast with Messrs. Marshall, Umari, and 
Sestrap elected. Mr. Marshall was mayor and 
Mr. Herring secretary-treasurer. In 1924 saw 
Harry Lowe as reeve with O. M. Forhan as 
secretary-treasurer. From 1928 to 1930 Bernie 
Dennett was reeve with Don Clausen as 
secretary-treasurer, a position Mr. Clausen held 
until 1935, During those years Joe Marshall, Ber- 
nie Dennett and Mike Sestrap were named as 
reeves. From 1936 to 1942 Bernie Dennett was 
mayor with Robert G. Gish as secretary- 
treasurer. Some of these men as they went off as 
reeve were still on the council. William 
MacDonald and Fred Isaacson are names listed 
as councillors. 

‘March 31, 1924, saw the Bank of Commerce 
close. Jack Bromling opened his meat market in 
the bank building. He closed this in the fall of 
1930, The Imperial Bank opened a sub branch 
from Sylvan Lake in November 1927. This was on 
a three times a week basis, and was operated 







































from a small office next to what was then the 
Atlas Lumber and now Carritt & Sons Hardware. 
Fred Appleton or Harold S. Mann, with one assis- 
tant would make the trip. If the roads were 
passable they came by car; when not, which was 
about half the time, they came with a very good 
driving team. In this bank’s supply of stationery 
and equipment, were two very good buffalo 
robes, probably the only bank that had this 
added equipment. At times, they came by train. 
Have any of you ever traveiled on a mixed train 
in the olden days? Cecil Caton at that time was 
the janitor at the bank. He had to be around early 
to get the fires going and have the ink wells 
thawed out before the others got there. This 
building was later used as the office of the 
‘Medicine Valley Livestock Co-op under the able 
managership of Alf Thubron, Phil Laybourne, 
John Reid and Tom Smith, Sr. In December, 
1930, the Imperial Bank became a full-time 
branch and the old Commerce building was 
purchased from Jack Bromling, and with some 
alterations and the addition of a vault, the bank 
moved in, Harold Mann and Cecil Caton were the 
staff. Now the Imperial Bank and the Bank of 
‘Commerce have amalgamated and just a short 
year ago the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce moved into their spacious and 
beautiful new bank. The old one was donated to 
the town who in turn turned it over to the 
Eckville and District Friendship Club for their 
‘drop-in centre. 

Mrs. Porter (Mrs. Laura Marshall’s mother), 
a registered nurse, came to Eckville from Con: 
dor in 1928, and opened up a nursing home in the 
house now owned by Janet Handford. This was 
operated until 1932 and without this service and 
the willing hands that served, some of our folks 
would not be here today. No one was ever turned 
away. She looked after many patients brought to 
her by the local doctors, Dr. Somerville and later 
Dr, Claxton. 

‘We cannot forget the creamery built in 1921 on 
the southeast corner of town, built by Pete 
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Pallesin with Harry Woods as manager. It burnt 
‘down in 1928 and a Mr. Patchett rebuilt it and 
Henry Hansen was manager followed by Bill 
Morris, who managed It for a good number of 
years — several others following until it was 
finally closed down, 

On April 19, 1924, around 4 p.m., Mike 
Sestrap’s store on the west side of main street 
burnt down. First thing taken out when the fire 
started was the cash register, set out in the mid- 
dle of the street. Fire again struck in 1928 when 
the whole business section on the east side of 
main street was lost. They were soon replaced, 
folks had a lot of faith in the growth of Eckville, 

In 1937, residents of Eckville voted, for 
Calgary Power to supply them with power. This 
vote passed with a big mojority and thus Calgary 
Power came to Eckville and still serves us today, 
‘with much higher rates of course. 

‘The annual meeting held in January of 1938 
showed the town was really active. The report 
showed that in 1987, 26 % yards of gravel had 
been purchased, with some of the previous years 
stock pile being used as well, 1490 feet of lumber 








Eekvillein 1931. Winter without sow. 








Ecko's main street in 1936 


had been bought and used to build and repair 
wooden sidewalks. The tax arrears list shows 
$581.42 unpaid taxes at the end of 1937. This was 
$67.81 higher than the previous year. Still they 
ended the year with a bank balance of $427.43. 
They had also signed a new lease with the 
Eckville Curling Club. This was a three year 
lease at $150 a year. The rink was built by 
volunteer help in 1936. 

1938 — The Medicine Valley Community 
Hospital, operating from the Dr. Backus original 
home, was In financial difficulties and asked the 
village for help. They were given $50. Nineteen 
thirty-eight saw the mill rate go up by 10 mills. 
Money was needed to help with the added ex- 
penses of the garbage grounds and street lights. 
‘The school board approached couneil on using 
the club room of the curling rink for a class room 
‘until the new school was built, The board would 
pay for part of the cost of a new floor in the 
building. By the fall of 1939, the curling club was 
in financial trouble - they could not pay their rent 
— some members had not paid their dues for a 
couple of years. Times were tough. 

In March 1939, the council decided to try to 
have the garbage hauled out on a contract basis, 
Prior to this, folks hauled out their own. The b; 
law enforcing garbage regulations was put into 
effect. Garbage cans sold at §3 and the pay for 
picking up the garbage was set at $2.50 per week. 
No garbage was hauled out during the winter 
months. Pay to the contractor was stopped in Oc- 
tober. 

April, 1939, saw the purchase of a fire siren. 
‘Then in 1939, the village was able to put the mili 
rate down nine mills. The curling club were able 
to pay their rent of $150. The estimated expenses 
for the village that year were set out in their 
budget as $886. 

Lance Rowatt opened a pool hall in 
September 1939. By this time the Co-op had 





moved to their new location, from what we now 
know as J & K Food Store to the premises where 
the Co-op main store now is situated. James 
Needham, presently retired and living in 
Eckville, opened up a bakery in the old Co-op 
building’ around 1937 or 39. He later sold to 
Ernest Jackson who In turn turned it over to his 
sisters, Alice Snyder and Frances Cooper, and 
her husband. They in turn sold to the Coppen’s 
family who operated it for several years before 
selling to Jim and Karen Tubbs. It is no longer a 
bakery. 

November, 1939, a Mr. Harvey Thompson was 
appointed as night watchman for the village. The 
following year, 1940, a tree trimmer had to be ap- 
pointed, this was Dan Clausen and his pay was 50 
cents a year. For a couple of years the mill rate 
stayed at 10 mills plus three for a social service 
tax. However, the village did have to borrow $400 
this year in order to do some gravelling on the 
streets, The M.D. of Lorne had a gravel crusher 
in the district and since it would be moving out, 
the council had to get the gravel right away and 
pay cash for It 

‘In 1943, a proper hospital district was formed 
and work started on the construction of a 
hospital, one that is still being used today. In 1944 
the mill rate went up to 18 mills. It was in 1944 
that Calgary Power requested that the village 
permit them to bill customers every two months 
Instead of monthly. Their reason, a shortage of 
Paper as well as staff. 

‘The Knights of Phythias Lodge trustees ap- 
proached council on taking over the cemetery 
‘They would donate the land and a trust fund of 
$115.68 that was held by them for cemetery pur- 
poses. The land was all ready in use for this pur- 
ose. Thus, it became the Eckville Municipal 
Cemetery. Around 1946, the Eckville Cemetery 
Association was formed and taken over by them. 
‘Mr. J. Hopkins had cut most of the brush on the 











cemetery land and spent a great deal of time and 
work on this project with gratifying results. 

1945 saw cement crosswalks, more wooden 
sidewalks, and sidewalk repairs done. In the five 
Dlocks of’ the village, there were nine street 
lights. The hospital was not in the village limits 
at this time. This was the year that saw a fire 
fighting pump purchased ata cost of $19.58. Four 
fire fighting ladders had been built ot a cost of 
$2.50 each. Residents felt quite safe with this fire 
fighting equipment. In 1944, the matter of 
building a tie shed for the farmers to tie their 
horses to when coming to town was discussed 
and by 1945 it was completed. Mr. R. L. Tuck 
completed the job. 

In 1946, the village had to start collecting the 
school taxes. Before this time, the school board 
had to do it. ‘Thus the secretary's salary was 
boosted to $240 a year. 

‘The theatre was bulit in 1946, Previous to this, 
shows had been held in the hail. As years went 
on, the village grew, improvements were made. 
In'1953, garbage was hauled all year around, 

Five, five-gallon tanks for fire fighting were 
purchased and placed on power poles around the 
village. Each fall, these had to be checked to see 
that the right solution was in them so they would 
not freeze up. In 1947, a more up to date fire siren 
was purchased. This was three quarter of a mile 
vertical non corroding fire siren which was in- 
stalled on the telephone office. When a fire call 
was rung in, the telephone operators would ring 
the siren, 

In October, 1949, after many months of work- 
ing on annexation, 12 more blocks were added to 
the village. This was officially declared annexed 
on January 1, 1950. We were now 17 blocks large. 
Prior to the annexation of the 12 blocks, a road 
grader was purchased. 

‘Now to go back to 1942 and lst some of the 
councillors and officials of the town. They were 
Fred Isaacson, Jake Busslinger, Dan Clausen, 
Mike Sestrap. In 1942, Bernie Dennett left town 
‘0 resigned his position and Phil Laybourne took 
the office. Tom Forhan took over as secretary- 
treasurer. Clarence Ferguson was acting 
secretary-treasurer in 1944 for a month or so, 
and then Bob Gish went back on until 1947 when 
Larry Forgues took over the position. He left in 
‘Mareh 1949 and Mrs. Lea Zeh from Calgary took 
the position. She had to leave and go back to 
Calgary so on April 4, 1949, Margaret Schofer 
was appointed as secretary-treasurer, a position 
she still holds today. Other active’ and civic 
minded men that took on the job as councillors 
were Russell Eastman, Tom Forhan, Tom 
Smith, Sr., Red McAndrews, Dr. Gordon Gibson, 
Larry Knudsen, Albert Schofer, Stanley Nunn, 
Chester Kasha, Archie Huhtala, George 
Armeneau, Oiva’ Elson, Alfred Miller, Julian 
Sambrook, Gordon McNeil, Bill Maki, ‘Arvid 
Anderson, Rex Baker, Ken Krintila, ‘Adrian 
Vandevelde, Bob Matthews, Bill Eljuk, Don 
Macrae, Hans Coppens, Bill Gordon, Leo 











Remillard, Arthur L, Carritt, Lyall French, 
James Keegstra, Hd. Olsen, Harold Leach, Den: 
nis Guenther, Doug Rhodes, Clarence Phol, and 
at this date, November 197%, our present coun- 

lors are: Jim D'Amico,’ Jim Lecerf, Jim 
Keegstra, Bob Kraft, Peter Mielke, Randy 
Forhan and Harold Leach as mayor. 

‘The early years were hard years for the coun- 
cil members, there was not much money, not too 
much borrowing power and not enough people to 
pay for the things that we needed and that we 
have finally acquired. Way back in 1948, water 
and sewer installation for the village were dis- 
cussed. This is as far as it got until 1953 when it 
was possible to borrow money. Thus, a deben- 
ture was issued for $52,500 and the sewer was n- 
stalled in 1953-54, 

In 1954, a modern up to date fire engine was 
purchased and brought home from the factory in 
June by Helen Kasha and the late Chester 
Kasha. A fire hall was bullt in the same year 
which also housed the town office. In 1956, the 
town had a well drilled at the fire hall and a 
pump installed. Thus ended the hauling of water 
to the reservoir under the fire hall. Now, we have 
a very modern three bay fire hail built in 1975 
and %. This houses our own fire truck plus a 
county’ of Lacombe fire truck that our local 
volunteer fire department looks after. Part of the 
building is used for storage of town equipment. 
Our fire department is well looked after, with 
about 22 volunteer men. We cannot give’ these 
boys enough credit as they are ready to go any 
time, whether they have to leave thelr jobs or 
leave thelr nice warm beds. Doug Rhodes was 
fire chlef for many years and the instigator of 
getting the fire hall. Corny Hughes is now our 
fire chief after Doug resigned, feeling that he 
had put in enough years of this, and it was now 
time for someone else to take over. 

‘A covered arena was the next step towards 
modernizing the town and get the recreation 
program going. Thus in 1964, through donations 
of money and hard work, our present arena was 
under construction. There were no debentures 
Issued to pay for this. It was all donated. 
‘Through the years some equipment had to be 
purchased and a new front end put on the arena. 
For this purpose money was borrowed from the 
government and with the very active Eckville 
Arena Operating Committee, sponsoring rodeos, 
ice carnivals and other activities, this money has 
been paid back. Now, in 1977, the big project is 
for artificial ice in the arena, it is hoped that this 
will be completed in 1978. 

Another big project, and, we feel a big step 
forward, was in the Installation of the water 
system with the water tower located in the 
Memorial Park Grounds. The official opening of 
this was held on August 5, 1965 with the Major 
Dr. Gordon Gibson turning the valve. 

Natural gas, installed by Northwestern 
Utilities was another step towards progress. This 
was.done in 1961 and the late Mr. Dan Clausen 
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was elected to light the flare which signalled 
natural gas in Eckville and a lot of fuel oil 
barrels and propane tanks soon disappeared 
from yards. 

The new town office was built in 1963 and 1964. 
It was opened in March 1964 and was quite a 
change from the old buildings. It had been 
moved several times since the fire hall origin but 
now we have a permanent spot and all ready we 
have outgrown It, Hopefully, an extension will be 
built in the next year or two. On one side of the of- 
fice is the brary. This was originally the council 
chambers and council meetings are still held 
there, and many other organizations use this as a 
meeting room. 

‘In 1965, we annexed about 10 acres to the town 
and again in 1974 the property east of the secon- 
dary highway No. 766 was annexed to town. We 
presently in the process of annexing another 
155 acres, more or less. This land, if it is ap- 
proved, will be to the north of town, taking in 
some of the Bill Elluk and Bill McDonnell land 
and also south of the railroad tracks. This is, at 
this time, almost sure to go through but there is 
still a lot of government red tape. 

‘The Centennial project was the building of the 
Childrens’ Playground. This was done with 











government help and equipped through 
donations of merchants and various 
organizations in town and country. 

In 1968 Bekville’s, population was 706, aid at: 
this time to become a town, we required a pop- 
ulation of 700 people. Thus, on July 1, 1966, 
Eckville became a town instead of a village. This 
order was signed by Ernest C. Manning. In 1968 
house numbers, street names and number signs 
were erected. Also, in 1968 and 1969 some of the 
streets were paved and since then a few more 
have been done. 

When we finally paid off our original sewer in. 
stallation debenture, our Provincial Government 
‘came along and said the septic tank system was 
out dated and we had to build a sewage lagoon. 
Again we were forced into debt. We borrowed 
‘$271,900 and installed two pumping stations and 
the lagoon. 

‘The Eckville and District Agricultural Socie- 
ty was formed April 25, 1973, and this was done 
for the purpose of getting grant money to build a 
multi-purpose building, which houses the new 
curling rink. Construction started in the spring of 
1975, and the curling rink part of the building was 
officially opened in January 1977. A draw was 
made to see who would throw the first rock and 











Pat Baker was the winner, and a very suitable 
one at that, as she had spent many hours as 
secretary of the society to get things going. The 
upper hall of the building was completed in 
November 1977, and the lower room in October 
and is now occupied by the Mother Goose 
Playhouse. The curling area has a cement floor 
and is used in summer for larger events, rodeo 
dances, auctions, firemen’s barbecue and many 
other functions. ‘The old curling rink, some 50 
years old, was demolished by Bud Lightbown 
and Bob Kraft during the summer of 1977. 

"This is the story of the growth of Eckville, a 
small community, but one we are very proud of. 
Our population as of June 1977 is 797. We are 
growing. Our gratitude for what we have today 
goes to the many, many folks who came to this 
land In the early’ years and with perseverance 
and fore-sight helped make Eckville what itis to- 
day. Through the years, many new things have 
come into being to make our life one of com- 
parative ease and pleasure. If only some of the 
original settlers could see what thelr work and 
time brought us. We should all pause in our daily 
routine and give thanks to those folks who 
worked so hard for Eckville. 





ELECTION RETURNS FOR ECKVILLE 

1908 (Federal). Michael Clark (Liberal) 29, 
George F. Root (Conservative) 16, Mr. 
Clark won the constituency with 3481 votes 
to Mr. Root’s 3321. 

1909 (Provincial) J. T. Moore (Liberal) 15, E. 
Michener (Independent Conservative) 15, 
D. McClure (Socialist) 21, Mr. Michener 
won the constituency as a whole with 647 
votes to Moore's 486 and MeClure’s 128 

1911 (Federal) Michael Clark (Liberal) 47, Alex: 
ander McGillivray (Conservative) 33. Mr. 
Clark won with 6711 votes to Mr. 
McGillivray’s 3882. 

1913 (Provincial) E. Michener (Conservative) 
16, R. B. Welliver (Liberal) 22, George 
Paton (Socialist) 23. Mr. Michener won with 
862 votes to Mr. Welliver’s 781 and Mr, 
Paton’s 130 

1917 (Federal) Michael Clark (Liberal- 
Unionist) 13, William Puffer (Laurier 
Liberal) 16, Joseph Knight, 28. Mr. Clark 
won with 6213 votes to Mr. Puffer’s 3800 and 
Mr. Knight's 701. 

1917 (Provincial) E. ‘Michener (Conservative) 
24, R. B. Welliver (Liberal) 26, George 
Paton (Soctalist) 30, Mr. Michener won with 
1289 votes to Mr. Welliver’s 1258 and Mr. 
Paton’s 180 

1918 (Provincial By-election) F. W. Galbraith 
(Unionist) 13, J. J. Gaetz (Liberal) 65. Mr. 
Gaetz won with 1746 votes to Mr. 
Gallbraith’s 867. 

1921 (Federal) Alfred Speakman (Progressive- 

V.F.A.) 84, John Day (Conservative) 36, 

William McInnes (Liberal) 3, Mr. 








Speakman won with 10,849 votes to Mr. 
Day's 2644 and Mr. MeInnes’s 2207. 

1921 (Provincial) J. J. Gaetz (Liberal) 32, G. W. 
smith (United Farmers of Alberta) $4. Mr. 
smith won with 2150 votes to Mr. Gaetz’s 
1146. 

Eckville Population 














1922 — 125 1951 — 230 
1924 — 125 1956 — 456 
1926 — 178 1961 — 580 
3931 — 169 1966 — 716 
1936 — 159 1971 — 687 
941 — 135, 1976 — 173 
1946 — 195, 1977 — 197 


ECKVILLE IN THE EARLY DAYS — by A. V. 
Bentum 

‘Back in 1925 after my second year in theology 
at Knox College I was appointed as student mis- 
slonary for the summer to the Eckville pastoral 
charge in Alberta. Dr. James Edison was home 
missions secretary in Toronto and the Reverend 
Walter Brown, a blg man in every way, was Red 
Deer Presbytery’s home missions convener. He 
liked to come to the college to interview students. 

Over the space of 50 years time one’s recollec- 
tions diminish, but I remember being welcomed 
by the McDonald family at Eckville and having 
my first meal with them. Mr. McDonald had an 
artificial leg and so was known locally as 
“Peggy”, which he didn’t seem to mind. He was 
one of the kingpins of the church but no “mealy- 
mouthed Christian”. I do not remember where I 
stayed at first, but eventually I moved in with 
Doctor Sommerville, where I was housekeeper, 
cook, laundress and also anaesthetist for minor 
operations. His sister, who had been keeping 
house for him, left to go East to be married. 

The church was a hall near McDonald's 
house, We had a small congregation and a Sun- 
day school. We also had a boys’ group, elther 
‘Tuxis or Trail Rangers. During the summer we 
camped at Sylvan Lake where I’built a field oven 
and baked pies and Yorkshire pudding. Some 
summer evenings we swam in the Horseguard 
River and on one of these occasions we were fool- 
ing around when I realized that one of the 
Sestrap boys was drowning. I carried him out of 
the river and he soon recovered. I don’t think 
anyone knew about this incident. 

T can’t remember whether we had any Fin. 
nish families in our congregations but we did 
have some of their sons in our boys’ groups. The 
Sestrap family had the general store and Leyda 
Sestrap went to Calgary Normal School at the 
same time as the young lady who later became 
my wife. After teaching she went into the army, 
having in the meantime studied medicine. I met 
Leyda many years later at the Menninger Foun- 
dation in Kansas, U.S.A. where I was also study- 
ing. She took up’practice in Victoria under her 
married name of Lythgoe. 

‘The manager of the lumber yard was a Scot 
named Sinclair and he and his wife were in: 





terested in the church. The local druggist was an 
Anglican who used to pull teeth. He sold out to a 
family named Hayes who attended our church. 
Dr. Sommerville, fresh from medical school in 
Manitoba, bought his practice from Dr. Backus, 
who had built a house which was really too large 
for us, but we used it sometimes as a hospital. 
Backus eventually became a psychiatrist of 
some note in London, England. Dr. Sommer- 
ville's mother was the widow of a Methodist 
minister and she visited us from Manitoba. 

There was a preaching point west of Eckville 
at Condor and I usually got a ride to it though 
sometimes I rode horseback. The Scott-Hastie 
Family had a store at Condor and were par- 
ticular friends and chureh supporters. Mrs. 
Hastie, who was English and Anglican, was a 
great reader and hungry for good conversation. I 
held an occasional service at Leslieville, which 
was further west. Further west still, at Rocky 
Mountain House and Nordegg, Harry Lennox 
served one summer. He used to tell about one of 
the male members of his congregation turning 
up somewhat inebriated and having a difficult 
time finding the hymn number. In a stage 
whisper he asked, “where the hell is 1t?” 

‘Once I was asked to conduct the funeral of a 
bachelor at a cemetery about three miles out in 
the country. It was “Peggy” MeDonald who 
drove me there in his open Gray Dort touring 
car. The roads were almost impassable due to 
rain and it took over an hour of slipping and 
sliding in the sticky clay to arrive at the 
cemetery. Before we left the car outside the 
cemetery fence “Peggy” asked me if T would 
like a bottle of beer. I told him that if I drank 
one, there might be a repetition of Hamlet's 
grave scene with me in the grave beside the 
corpse. When we stood at the graveside the rain 
pelted down and ran out of the bottom of my 
trouser legs. I don’t think I have ever been more 
glad than I was that day to get back to Eckville 
Still in one piece but soaked to the skin. 

‘The summer of 1925 was a rather pleasant one 
for me since Dr. Sommerville and I got along 
well together. We remained friends throughout 
his lifetime. He became the Deputy Minister of 
Health for Alberta and was responsible for many 
of the good health measures in the province. 


‘THE ALBERTA CENTRAL RAILWAY 

‘The Alberta Central Railway got its start in 
May 1901 when the Dominion’ Government 
granted a charter to G. W. Smith, W. A. Moore, 
‘and George W. Greene of Red Deer; D. J. Munn 
of New Westminster; and John T. Moore, John 
Flett and Roger C. Clute of Toronto. Initially, the 
line was to run from Coal Banks (a point near the 
Content Bridge) to Red Deer, and then on to a 
point in Township 39, Range 7, West of the 5th 
(near present-day Rocky Mountain House). Over 
the years, the planned route was expanded west 
to the Fraser Valley via the Yellowhead Pass 
and east to Moose Jaw with a further extension 
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to Saskatoon and on to Fort Churchill on the Hud- 
son’s Bay. In short, eventually it was planned 
that the A.C.R. become a “transcontinental”, ex- 
tending across the whole breadth of the prairies 
and on to the Pacific Coast. 

For many years, very little happened with the 
A.C.R. Time extensions to the charter were 
granted by the Dominion Government in 1903, 
1905, and 1907, but no surveys were made and no 
‘agreements were made with other railroads to 
buy or lease the charter and construct a rail line. 
This is not to say that the A.C.R. was forgotten. 
J.T. Moore, who had become president of the 
‘company, had political ambitions and in the 1905 
provinelal election, he made a successful 
attempt to become Red Deer's first M.L.A. He 
also made an unsuccessful attempt to secure the 
Liberal nomination in the 1908 federal election. 
In both these campaigns Mr. Moore played up 
his role in the A.C.R. to garner votes, particular- 
ly in the Pine Lake, Burnt Lake, Evarts, Eckville 
and Leslieville areas. It was proposed that the 
A.C.R. would run through these districts, and a 
railroad would provide a much-needed boost in 
growth and development. 

By the end of 1908 there was a growing 
cynicism about the continued promises of con- 
struction of the A.C.R. made by Mr. Moore, and 
a growing anger over the lack of any meaningful 
action. During the 1908 election campaign Mr. 
‘Moore sent an un-named surveyor to the area 
west of Red Deer, but this action did nothing to 
reduce the angry’ feelings because it appeared 
that this mysterious person was only putting sur- 
vey stakes in politically sensitive areas in readi- 
ly noticeable locations. 

By December 1908 criticism of Mr. Moore and 
the A.C.R. became very loud and widespread, 
leader of the Medicine Valley 
organized a protest meeting at 
Evarts, where demands were made that either 
the A.C.R. begin construction immediately or 
sell its charter to another railroad, such as the 
C.P.R. or the Canadian Northern. A petition was 
circulated and signed by over 250 persons. The 
Red Deer Board of Trade held a special meeting 
on the A.C.R., and a motion was put forward ask- 
Ing the A.C.R. to give an option on its charter to 
any bona fide purchaser for the expenses of the 
charter up to a maximum of $10,000. 

All this came at a critical time for the A.C.R. 
and Mr. Moore. The two-year extension to the 
charter that had been granted by the Dominion 
Government in 1907 was running out, thereby 
necessitating an application for another exten- 
sion; and Mr. Moore was in the midst of a bid for 
reelection to the provincial legislature. Moore 
attempted to counter the criticism by claiming 
that the A.C.R. had discussed with the C.P.R. the 
possibility of an arrangement whereby construc- 
tion of the line could be started in the near future. 
He also claimed that unnamed parties had 
offered to purchase the A.C.R.’s charter, but had 
been turned down because they would not 
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guarantee that they would take steps to im 
mediately start construction. 

Eventually, Moore managed to persuade 
many of his critics to support the A.C.R. inits bid 
for one more extension fo its charter, although 
Moore himself lost in his bid for reelection to 
Edward Michener (the father of the former 
Governor-General, Roland Michener). In April 
1909 the Dominion Government granted a two- 
year extension to the A.C.R. charter and also 
agreed to offer a subsidy of $6400 per mile to a 
railway constructed between Red Deer and 
Rocky’ Mountain House. 

Greatly aided by this offer of a subsidy, the 
A.C.R. now managed to find enough capital, 
primarily in Great Britain, to make it feasible 
for the company to start making concrete plans 
for construction. In the fall of 1909 and continuing 
in the spring of 1910, surveys were made in the 
area between Red Deer and Rocky Mountain 
House, and by March 1910 the A.C.R. was able to 
file a toute map with railway authorities in Ot- 
tawa. In May, a construction department of the 
company was formed and work began in the area 
west of the town of Red Deer and east of the Red 








Surveyors camp near Eckl, 1910. 


In August of 1910, the Canadian Prime 
Minister, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, arrived in Red 
Deer, together with G. P. Graham, Federal 
Minister of Railroads, and A. L. Sifton, the 
Premier of Alberta, to drive the first spike of the 
‘A.C.R. The ceremony took place at the proposed 
station grounds near the present-day location of 
Mountview School and was cut short by the 
sudden appearance of a summer rainstorm. 
Work on the A.C.R. continued throughout the 
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Left to right: J. T, Moore, President of A.C.R. pounding the 
fist spike. Hon. G. P. Graham, Federal Minister of Ralways Sit 
‘Wiltred Laurier, Prime Minister of Canada 


jer and early fall. Brushing and 
ried out and starts were made 
on the bridges over the Red Deer River and 
Waskasoo Creek, as well as a trench to drain off 
part of Burnt Lake. Several hundred men and 
teams were hired, either by the Company itself 
or by small sub-contractors, and by October, 
1910, there were four main work camps in opera” 
tion with some 300 to 350 men in each camp. 
‘These camps were located at the Red Deer River 
west of town, at Burnt Lake, at Evarts and at Pit- 
cox (now Hespero). In November a camp was set, 
up some four miles east of Eckville and another 
at Edwell, 

For administrative purposes, the Company 
divided the area west of Red Deer into three 
divisions with a resident engineer in charge of 
each division. Mr. Robert G. Dawe was in charge 
of Division No. 1, which extended from Red Deer 
to Sylvan Lake. Mr. George S. MacKay was in 
charge of Division No. 2, which extended from 
Sylvan Lake to Evarts, and Mr. James M. 
Robertson was in charge of Division No. 3, which 
covered the area west of Evarts. Mr. J. Grant 
MacGregor was the chief engineer. 

In the winter months of 1910 and 1911 some 
work continued with survey parties under Mr. 
Paget, Mr. Chalk and Mr. Woodbury working in 
the area west of Rocky Mountain House. Also, 
gangs of men started work on the bridges across 
the Saskatchewan River at Rocky Mountain 
House and the Medicine River south of Eckville, 
However, the A.C.R, found itself in increasing 
difficulties. The Company, which had already 
spent over $3,000,000 by the end of 1910, was 
beginning to face a scarcity of funds. The sub- 
sidy grant from the Dominion Government was 




















slow in coming through, since payments were 
only made as each mile of construction was com- 
pleted. There were heavy expenditures caused 
by the construction of the concrete and steel 
bridges across the Red Deer and Saskatchewan 
Rivers and by the maintenance of the very high 
quality of grade (.4% or 20 feet to the mile with 
curves of no more than three percent), to which 
the Company had committed itself in order to 
become a “‘transcontinental” line. 

‘The shortage of funds was also complicated 
by the appearance of competition in the form of 
the Canadian Northern Western Rallway, which, 
in late 1910 began construction of a rail line 
which parallelled the A.C.R.’s line from Red 
Deer to Rocky Mountain House. This competi- 
tion meant that the A.C.R. could not afford to 
delay construction, as this would mean forfeiting 
the better grades to the C.N.W.R. It also created 
a scarcity of available labour and materials, 
which forced up their cost. For example, the 
A.CR. had been paying $2.50 a day for men (75¢ 
a day deducted for room and board) and $5.00 a 
day for men with teams. With the coming of the 
C.N.W.R., the A.C.R. found it necessary to pay 
$3.00 per day for men and $6.00 a day for men 
with teams. The cost of oats reached 80¢ a bushel 
at Rocky Mountain House and 35¢ a bushel at 
Red Deer in contrast to the 20¢ to 25¢ that a 
bushel of oats cost in Edmonton. 

‘The A.C.R. faced numerous other problems, 
one being that 1911 was an extremely wet year 
and this made the roads in the west country all 
but impassible. The heavy traffic brought about 
by the freighting done by the A.C.R. and the 
C.N.W.R. compounded the problem. ‘As an il- 
lustration of the seriousness of the situation, an 
A.C.R. contractor had to use 10 horses to get a 
grader out on the main road west of Pitcox to a 
grading camp. 

‘The A.C.R. was also plagued by illness among 
those who occupied its key management 
positions. John T. Moore’s health deteriorated to 
the extent that he was no longer able to deal with 
the necessary detail work. Matthew Neflsen, the 
A.C.R.’s general manager and vice president, 
‘came out from Montreal to take Mr. Moore's 
place, but came down with a fatal case of 
pneumonia. 

In late March 1911, the Board of Directors of 
the A.C.R. decided not to rely-on day labor and 
‘small sub-contractors any longer,and announced 
its Intention to let out the contract for the balance 
of construction. An agreement was made by 
John T. Moore and J. Grant MacGregor with 
‘James McDonnell & Co., but the Board of Direc- 
tors found McDonnell’s price of $2,500,000 far too 
high. It ordered that the plans and specifications 
be amended and that a call for new tenders be 
made. In the meantime, the Company found 
Itself so stranded for funds that It had to close 
down some of the work camps pending the result 
of an inquiry as to the status of the subsidy of the 
Dominion Government, 





Finally, on July 8, 1911 the Company awarded 
the contract fo Duncan F. MacArthur of Win- 
nipeg at the cost of $25,000 per mile for some 70 
miles of construction. Immediately, the pace of 
work picked up, with MacArthur’ starting up 
seven new grading camps in one week. The town- 
sites at Benalto and Sylvan Lake were surveyed. 

The flurry of activity was short lived, and by 
the end of 1911 the A.C.R. found itself completely 
unable to cope with its legal, administrative and 
financial problems. An informal agreement was 
made with the C.P.R. In December, 1911, and 
that company began to take over construction of 
the line. In January 1912, the C.P.R. began issu 
ing the pay cheques on behalf of the A.C.R. and 
in December 1912 a formal agreement. was 
drawn up whereby the C.P.R. leased the A.C.R.’s 
charter for 999 years. 

For a while there was talk of the C.P.R. using 
the Alberta Central line as the main line from the 
prairies to the coast because of the high quality 
of the grade and because the C.P.R. was looking 
for ways of relieving pressure on its main line to 
the south. However, gradually it became ap- 
parent that the C.P.R. was really not interested 
In the A.C.R. line. Agreements were made with 
the C.N.W.R, for joint use of track near Rocky 
Mountain House and the bridge over the 
Saskatchewan River. Modifications were made 
to the grade and right-of-way in order to reduce 
construction costs, and it was not until August 
1914 that the line from Red Deer to Rocky Moun- 
tain House was finally completed. 

‘The A.C.R. has left its mark on the Central 
Alberta area. It helped to open up a strip of 
farmland 60 miles long west of Red Deer and it 
provided homesteaders struggling to get started 
with both well-paying jobs to help get the money 
necessary to make it through the difficult early 
‘years and with ready markets for thelr produce. 
However, It seems the line will not last much 
longer, as it is one of the rail lines slated to be 
abandoned in the near future. 





‘THE CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAY 

In 1908 and 1909, rich coal fields were dis 
covered in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains 
west of Rocky Mountain House. In April 1910, the 
German Development Company and Mackenzie 
& Mann, the railway magnates behind the Cana- 
dian Northern Railway, formed a company by 
the name of Brazeau Collieries to exploit these 
newly-found coal fields. Shortly thereafter, 
Mackenzie, Mann & Co. announced that they 
would construct rail line from Stewartwyn, 
near Stettler, to the Brazeau coal flelds in order 
to gain access to the holdings of the new com- 
pany. 

Mackenzie, Mann & Co. wasted very little 
time in getting started. By August 1910 they had 
presented to the federal railroad authorities for 
approval a route map, even though they had not 
done any significant surveying. Mackenzie, 
Mann & Co. were able to do this by borrowing 














heavily from surveys and plans made by the 
Alberta Central Railway in the winter of 1909 and 
1810 which had been placed on file in Ottawa in 
March 1910. The proposed route of the C.N.R. 
followed the A.C.R.’s line. In the meantime, ap: 
proval was given to the C.N.R.’s planned route 
from Stewartwyn to Range 25. 

The C.N.R. was in no mood to slow down, and 
by September 23, it had pushed its grading to a 
point which was Just east of Blackfalds and some 
35 to 30 miles west of the limit of Range 25 set by 
the federal railroads authorities. It also dis- 
patched parties of surveyors to work on a new 
route west of Blackfalds. By November 9, these 
surveyors had progressed as far as Eckville. 

In late November 1910, Mackenzie, Mann & 
Co. decided to seek a charter from the provincial 
government, in part to avoid some of the en- 
tanglements with the federal ratiroad authorities 
and in part to secure a bonding power of $35,000 
per mile. Previously they had been relying on a 
charter granted to a subsidiary company, the 
Alberta Midland Railway, and a Dominion 
charter granted to the German Development 
Company. As might be expected, the bill to grant 
the charter caused stormy debate in the Alberta 
Legislature, particularly from those who were 
friendly to the Alberta Central Railway. 
However, the carter was eventually granted with 
the name of the new railway to be ““The Cana- 
dian Northern Western Railway Co.” The 
provisional directors were F.H. Phippen, Gerard 
G. Ruel, George F. Macdonnell, Reginald Tem 
ple and J. H. Phippen. These men held only 60 of 
the 20,000 shares in the new company with 
Mackenzie, Mann, & Co. holding the rest. The 
charter also expressly allowed the C.N.W.R. to 
make agreements with the Canadian Northern 
Railway to sell or lease the line. 

In February 1911, the surveys were practical- 
ly completed to Rocky Mountain House and the 
Provincial government agreed to guarantee the 
bonds of the C.N.W.R. The Northern Construc- 
tion Co., a subsidiary of Foley, Welch and 
Stewart, in which Mackenzie, Mann, & Co. had 
an interest, was given the contract for the con- 
struction west of Red Deer. 

For the months of March and April, the 
Northern Construction Co. devoted itself to 
freighting in necessary construction materials 
before the roads broke up in the spring. 
Surveyors were also sent out to put in the grade 
stakes along the line. 

At the beginning of May the Northern 
Construction Co. began grading and brushing 
work north of Red Deer and west towards Sylvan 
Lake.Camps were quickly established all along 
the line. There were four camps set up within a 
short distance of Eckville alone, and two quite 
large ones were set up at Leslieville. By mid May 
the Northern Construction Co. had some 2300 
teams and more than that number of men at 
work west of Red Deer. 

While all this feverish work was going on, the 



























































C.N.W.R. was busy locating possible station sites 
at Sylvan Lake, a site belonging to M. Matchett 
which was two miles south of Old Eckville (NW 
16-39-3-W5), and a site at Leslieville (S 26-39-5- 
Ws). The Canadian Northern announced that it 
was investigating the possibility of erecting a 
mammoth summer hotel at Sylvan Lake. 

‘The work on the C.N.W.R. was not without Its 
problems and delays. The years 1911 and 1912 
were extremely wet and the roads were very bad 
thereby making the movement of men, horses, 
equipment and construction materials very dif- 
ficult. The C.N.W.R. often faced legal problems 
with trespass because of an inability to secure 
the right-of-way fast enough. At one point, the 
C.N.W.R. faced five restraining injunctions from 
the Saskatchewan Land & Homestead Company 
alone. 

‘The C.N.W.R. was also involved in extremely 
fierce competition with the Alberta Central 
Railway, whose line it paralleled. The A.C.R. 
sought and received injunctions preventing the 
C.N.W.R. from crossing its properties, par- 
ticularly in the Rocky Mountain House area. The 
C.N.W.R. where possible put its grade up to six 
feet above the A.C.R. grades where the two lines 
crossed, 

‘There were a few incidents of violence 
between the men of the two companies. In late 
October,1910, a survey crew of the C.N.W.R. got 
involved in a prolonged fist fight with an A.C.R. 
crew which the Red Deer Advocate described as 
anear riot, Later in 1911, a C.N.W.R. crew tossed 
into a nearby slough several A.C.R. constables 
who were guarding the A.C.R. right-of-way. The 
A.CR. responded by having the C.N.W.R. men 
arrested, transported to Red Deer and left there 
to find their own way back out west. 
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By July 1911, the Northern Construction Co. 
had begun to lay steel and by September 8 they 
had reached the Blindman River, where they 
were held up by a court injunction granted to the 





Saskatchewan Land and Homestead Company 
and by the need to build a large trestle across the 
river valley. By October, the C.N.W.R. had 
managed to have all the court injunctions along 
its line removed and the laying of steel continued 
rapidly, sometimes at a rate of three miles a 
day. By late October steel had reached Sylvan 
Lake. 

Once freeze-up came, the Northern Construc- 
tion Co. continued to biast some cuts between 
‘ckville and Leslieville. The last of the grading 
was finished up and a decision was made to lay 
some of the steel over muskeg in order to help 
move in supplies for the next year's work. 
Government surveyors were hired to survey the 
C.N.W.R. townsites at Sylvan Lake, Eckville and 
Lesifeville and in February 1912, people began to 
move out of the old village of Eckville to the 
C.N.W.R. townsite. Forhan and Clausen were the 
first to build a store In the new town but by mid- 
March 25 lots had been sold and there were a few 
stores and two pool rooms in operation at the 
townsite. Not everyone was happy about the 
move. The Eckville correspondent to the Red 
Deer Advocate complained that the new townsite 
‘was a place of “open on Sunday” pool rooms and 
“seven day” stores. He advised a change of 
name to Cripple Creek. Actually, the name 
‘Sakatoo was used by the railroad for some time 
as a name for the new town. 

With the coming of spring, construction of the 
line moved ahead rapidly and by April steel had 
reached Leslieville. A phone line was built 
alongside the line as far as Eckville and by June 
some people were shipping frelght in and out 
over the new line. On June 10, 1912 the line was 
completed to Rocky Mountain House, with J. H. 
Bertrand driving the last spike at that point. 

For the rest of 1912 and 1913, the C.N.W.R. 
was pushed on to the Brazeau coal fields. 
Ballasting of the track and construction of sta. 
tion grounds were carried out between Red Deer 

















and Rocky Mountain House. Repairs were made 
to the track at points where the rapid construc- 
tion of the line was all too evident. For example, 
the trestle at Poplar Ridge sank three feet short 
ly after it was bullt and heavy rains severly 
damaged the track in the Leslieville area. 

By March 1914, trains were running every day 
regular shipments of coal from Nordegg began 
to be made. It was in August 1914 that the whole 
line was officially completed. 

‘The C.N.W.R. became eventually part of the 
Canadian National Railway system, and like the 
A.C.R. line to the south, it helped the farmers by 
‘opening up the country between Red Deer and 
Rocky Mountain House. Among the many people 
who helped work on the road were such contrac- 
tors as Mike Madden, H. J. Griffith, F. M. 
‘Mahon, Boomer and Hughes, Carrol and Harvey 
and W. D. Maxey. Local contractors such as A. 
Eckford, Capt. Dominique and Henry Reinholt, 
as well as such lumber outfits as McDougall and 
Martin, Walsh Bros. and Wright and F. R. 
Pettepher did a lot of work for the C.N.W.R. 
Right-of-way agents were G. A. Mantell and R. 
Johnston. Some of the doctors who worked for 
the C.N.W.R. were Drs. Collison and Grey at Red 
Deer and Dr. Honey at Eckville. 


HISTORY OF THE BRAZEAU SUBDIVISION 
OF THE CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS — 
by W. J. Rothwell 

‘The Brazeau subdivision of the Canadian 
National Railways, on which Eckville is situated 
at mileage 65.7, was constructed by the Canadian 
Northern Western Railway, a subsidiary of the 
Canadian Northern Railway. The Canadian 
Northern Railway placed most of their construe: 
tion contracts with the noted financiers Macken- 
zie and Mann who in turn sub-contracted the 
work. 

A more substantial fuel than that being used 
on the prairies was required for the winters and 
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there was an abundance of coal along the eastern 
Rockies and in the Red Deer Valley where 
Drumheller was the central point. Lines were 
constructed from Drumheller to principal con- 
necting points such as Drumbeller-Vegreville 
(for Edmonton), a distance of 173 miles, opened 
November 23, 1911; Alsask-Munson Jet. (for 
Saskatoon), 222 miles, opened October 27, 1911; 
and Drumheller-Calgary, 85 miles, opened 
February 12, 1914. These lines ensured that 
Drumheller and it's coal fields were adequately 
served, and the Canadian Northern turned it's in- 
terest to the Brazeau coal fields which were 
situated in close proximity to the Bighorn Range. 
As a further inducement to the railroads, a 
Federal subsidy was offered for a railway to 
these coal fields. Mackenzie and Mann obtained 
is and then bulit the line elsewhere, originating 
their line at Warden, 64 miles north of 
Drumheller on the Drumheller-Vegreville line, 
and it was completed as follows in Fig. 1. 





Building reste east of Eckville, 






















































Miles First ‘Opened for 
Laid Traffic 
Warden-Otway 
(Via Eckville) .. we August 18, 1914 
Otway-Ullin 
(Jet. at Rocky Mt. House) 1913 August 18, 1914 
Ullin-Brazeau 
(Via Saunders) .. . 54 14 August 18, 1914 
(Allx south Jet. 
tomileage 0.54)... 0.54 1921 121 
Figure 1 


In 1921, Alix South Jet. became the Junetion 
of the Brazeau and Three Hills subdivisions, 
Mirror became the home terminal and 
originating point for trains to the Brazeau sub- 
division and still is. 

‘An Interesting story was that there was a 
“race” between the CNWR and CPR to reach 
Brazeau, the latter having taken over from the 
Alberta Central Railway in 1911 during the con- 
struction of thelr line to reach the Brazeau coal 
fields. I do not know how much credence may be 
placed in this story, but when the CNWR reached 
Brazeau in 1914, the CPR had only arrived at a 
int between Saunders and Alexo. They ceased. 
immediately the grading of their roadbed at that 
point. I have seen this final abrupt point of the 
roadbed and it may still be seen. The CPR, 
however, stole a march on the CNWR when their 
surveyors were surveying prior to building from 
Red Deer to Rocky Mountain House and across 
the North Saskatchewan river. They had 
selected the best site for the railway bridge. The 
CNWR would now have to build a bridge next to 
it or go much farther west to find a suitable loca- 
tion which would necessitate much more capital. 
‘This seemed unwise considering that the bridge 
would cost about a quarter-million dollars while 
one bridge could easily handle all the traffic of 











both railways. The subsequent negotiations 
resulted finally in a grant of running rights over 
the bridge to the CNWR, by the CPR and for 
which they must remunerate the CPR, in accor- 
dance with the terms of the lease. The bridge, 
which is located on a six-mile stretch of joint 
trackage from Otway to Ullin Junction, is owned 
and maintained by the Canadian Pacific 


Railway. 


The Brazeau Collieries opened in 1914. The 
man most responsible for the formation of this, 
Company was Martin Nordegg, whose family 
name was Cohn and changed to Nordegg after 
his arrival in Canada in 1906 from Germany. 

‘Martin Nordegg came to Canada with a great 
deal of German investors’ money. He was 
backed by German financiers and businssmen 
and a syndicate set up to finance him. He passed 
up other opportunities to speculate and decided 
to invest in Alberta coal fields, some of which he 
was to discover himself, 

Nordegg first discovered, staked and filed 
claims to the South Brazeau, Race Creek and 
Bighorn coal fields and later the Nordegg coal 
basin in 1910-11 which turned out to be the more 
important field as he had forseen. In the latter, 
several geologists had seen the dark streaks or 
coal strata in the southern mountain of the two 







































mountains forming the well-known gap, but had 
falled to realize the meaning as Nordegg had. 

‘Nordegg was soon in a successful partnership 
with the widely known promoters, Mackenzie 
and Mann, of the Canadian Northern Railway. 
Within six years, he had a complete coal-mining 
operation working which produced 155, 322 tons 
of coal in thelr first year of commercial 
operations, 1915. In Martin Nordegg’s last year 
at the mines, they produced 261,156 tons. He also 
had a town named after him which still bears his 
name. The railway station was originally named 
‘Nordegg also but altered to Brazeau during the 
first world war, 

In all probability the most successful of all the 
Canadian Northern undertakings were the coal 
railways. It was a matter of only months after 
completion of the lines that they were moving 
large volumes of coal and of which the Nordegg 
coal was only a small portion. 

Nordegg coal was considered to be of a good. 
grade and probably the best grade for coke. 
Briquettes were also made from this coal, 
Nordegg coal was eagerly sought by the 
railroads for use in their steam locomotives. 
‘Most of the coal produced at Nordegg was used 
by the Canadian Northern Railway and by 
settlers living near the Canadian Northern 
Rallway’s prairie lines. 

The coal movement from Nordegg in par. 
ticular, but also the coal from Saunders and 
Alexo to a much lesser extent, formed the largest 
‘carload movement on the CNR Brazeau subdivi- 
sion at that time. This coal traffic continued until 
1955 when the last coal mine in Nordegg closed, 
although the volume had been decreasing since 
the first mine closed in 1948. Between these years 
the coal industry faced many problems including 
a post-war decline and a drop in domestic and in- 
ternational coal markets. The change from coal- 
burning steam engines to diesel-electric 
locomotives on the railways doomed the Brazeau 
mines, which had been opened specifically to 
supply Canadian Northern locomotives with 
coal. 

Lumber was also one of the commodities 
moved by carload but I have been unable to 
ascertain the volume of this traffic. 

Following Is a synoptical history of the Cana- 
dian Northern Western Railway: 








CANADIAN NORTHERN WESTERN 
RAILWAY 
(INCLUDED IN CANADIAN NATIONAL 
RAILWAY CO. AFTER AMALGAMATION) 

INCORPORATION: December 5, 1910. The 
Canadian Northern Western Railway was incor- 
porated under the laws of Alberta, Act 1, Geo. V., 
Chapter 48, Statutes of 1910, to build certain lines 
in the Province of Alberta. 

CAPITAL STOCK: Prior to amalgamation. 
‘The amount of capital stock was: Authorized: 
60,000 shares—par value §1006-$6,000,000. Issued: 
20,000 shares — par value $100-S2,000,000. ‘The 











issued stock was pledged as security for the 
Dominion Guaranteed Debenture stock. 

BONDS: (1). 414% First Mortgage Guaranteed 
Debenture Stock and Bonds. The amount 
authorized was $2,851,150 of which $6,424,000 was 
issued and held by the public. Date of maturity 
was February 16, 1942. This issued was 
guaranteed by the Province of Alberta. 

(2), 434% First Mortgage Guaranteed Deben- 
ture Stock and Bonds. The amount authorized 
was $2,851,750 of which $2,799,997.73 was issued 
and held by the public. Date of maturity was Oc- 
tober 22, 1943. This issue was guaranteed by the 
Province of Alberta. 

(3). 4% Debentures. This issue was a charge 
on the Canadian Northern Western Railway to 
the extent of $2,124,184 for which supplementary 
indentures had been drawn up and pledged as 
security under the 4% Dominion Guaranteed 
Debenture stock. 

DECLARATORY: Works and undertaking 
declared to be works for the general advantage 
of Canada — Dominion Act 4-5, Geo. V., Chapter 
20, 1914; P.C. 443, February 20, 1917. 

HISTORY: Under Act 1, per foregoing, Cana- 
dian Northern Western Railway Company was 
incorporated to construct and operate a railway 
from Edmonton or Strathcona to Pine or Peace 
River Pass; also a line from the Canadian 
Northern Railway between Edmonton and 
Calgary to Rocky Mountain House, to Brazeau 
and MeLeod Rivers, with branches fo coal areas, 
ete. Dominion P.C. 443, February 20, 1917, 
declared the Railway for the advantage of 
Canada and open for traffic. 

NATURE OF CORPORATE & OPERATING 
CONTROL: The Canadian Northern Railway 
Company controls the Canadian Northern 
Western Railway through 100% Capital Stock 
ownership, 

‘The Company was operated as a part of the 
Canadian National Railways and it’s accounts 
are included In those of the System. 

















PROPERTY: 
Whitecourt to Peace River Jet. 
St. Paul to St, Paul Jet 
Camrose to Alliance 

Red Deer Jet. to Red Deer 
Medicine Hat Jet. to Steveville 
Red Deer Jet. to Warden 
Brazeau to Red Deer Jct. 





AMALGAMATION: Many smaller railroads 
which had become financially troubled and/or 
bankrupt had already been taken over by the 
Canadian Government and were known as the 
Canadian Government Railways. During 1915 
and 1916 two of the largest railways, the Grand 
‘Trunk and Canadian Northern and their sub- 
sidiaries, were in serious financial trouble, A 
Royal Commission known as the Drayton 
Acworth Report recommended by a 2-1 majority 
vote of the three-man committee, that both 











railways be acquired and operated by the Cana- 
dian Government. This report was tabled in 
Parliament In May, 1917. In August, the Govern: 
ment passed legislation to acquire the stock, the 
price of which was to be decided by a board of 
arbitration. In December, 1918, a new Board of 
Directors was appointed and took over manage- 
ment of the “Canadian Government Rallways”, 
including the Canadian Northern Railway and 
It's subsidiaries. 

‘An Order-in-Council, P.C. 3122, dated 
December 20, 1918, was passed and this was the 
first official use of the title, Canadian National 
Railways, by the Board of Directors. 

In the meantime, the Grand Trunk Railway 
held out against the Government until March, 
1919, when the railway went into receivership, 
and in November, 1919, was taken over by the 
Government. Again, a Board of Arbitration 
settled the cost factor, and in January, 1920, the 
Grand Trunk Rallway was operated by’ the 
Board of Directors of Government Railways. 

Privy Counell Order 2094, dated October 4, 
1922, with the appointment of the Directors of the 
Canadian National Railway Company, finally 
brought the company into a legal existence. 

‘There appears to be a confusion as to the date 
of complete amalgamation. This is probably due 
mainly to the matter of legal technicalities of 
some titles and including same in the corporate 
name of Canadian National Rallway Company. 
For all intents and purposes the final amalgama- 
tion Is considered to have been in early 1923, 

‘The mixed train service which was operated 

on the Brazeau subdivision by the Canadian 
Natlonal Railways for many years was discon 
tinued in early 1959. These trains were known as 
No, 319 in the Westward direction and No. 320 in 
the Eastward direction. 
‘The last steam locomotive to pass through 
ville was number 2139 on ‘Train Extra 2139 
east, March 13, 1959. The first diesel-electric 
locomotive to pass through Eckville was No. 1043 
on Train Extra 1043 west, March 16, 1959. I took 
pictures of these locomotives and same are ac- 
companying this history. 








Engine 2139. Last stam engine to passthrough Eckvlle March 
13,1959. NE, Breau Subaivison. 





‘The Brazeau subdivision has always been a 
busy line in carload traffic and in recent years 
the volume has been increasing steadily through 
the movement of new commodities. 

‘The construction of the propane facility at 
Elspeth was completed in December, 1967. The 
first car of propane shipped was on December 26, 
1967, consigned to Continental Oil Company at 
Thiet River Falls, Minnesota, The average 
number of cars shipped from this facility ts four- 
teen cars per week. 

‘The pipeline system bringing propane to 
speth originated at Hudson's Bay Oil & Gas 
‘0. Lid., Sylvan Lake Gas Processing Plant, 
located six miles south on Diamond Valley road 
from Highway 11 and one mile west. It was sub- 
sequently extended to the HBOG Caroline Gas 
Plant located approximately twenty miles west 
of Bowden. Propane from Chevron Standard 
Plant two miles south of Elspeth also is 
marketed through Elspeth, The pipeline system 
for propane terminates at Elspeth. HBOG 
provided the pipeline and loading facility at 
Elspeth and operates same. Propane for all 
shareholders in the three Gas Plants is handled 
there although some of the companies involved 
market thelr own share of the product. HBOG 
handles and loads cars for these companies 
Alan Russell has operated this Elspeth terminal 
since it was built and is still doing so. This 
propane loading facility is located at mileage 
51.6 on the CNR Brazeau subdivision. 

Having been unable to obtain information in 
connection with the Texaco Exploration Canada 
Ltd., propane loading dock at mileage 64. 
Brazeau subdivision, I can only say that I believe 
it was built in 1969-70 and that the first cars of 
propane shipped were two cars on October 22, 
1970, destined Melville, Saskatchewan. 

‘There is another propane loading dock on the 
Brazeau subdivision at mileage 93.9, Lochearn. 
‘The Company concerned ts Amerada petroleum 
Corporation. 

Re Aquitaine Company of Canada Ltd., Ram 
River Gas and Sulphur Plant, following is a short 
rundown on same: 


























located 32 miles SW of Rocky Mountain 





raw material gas for market by 

ing water, hydro-carbon liquids and 

harmful gases such as carbon dioxide and 
hydrogen sulphide from the raw gas. 

— natural gas is transported from the plant by 
Alberta Gas Trunk line and ‘Trans Canada 
Pipeline to markets in Eastern Canada, 

— hydrocarbon liquids are transported by 
pipeline to Dome processing plant in Edmon- 
ton 

— hydrogen sulphide is burned to produce pure 
liquid sulphur, 

— liquid sulphur is either poured to block for 
long term storage, shipped by rail in liquid 
form or slated and shipped by rail in solid 
form. 

— Ram River Plant is among the larger gas 
processing plants in Canada and is the largest 
Single sulphur producer in Canada (4400 long, 
tons of sulphur per day 

— plant is built in two identical stages. 

July 1970 — start of construction of stage I 

May 1971 — start of construction of stage 11 

Feb. 1972 — stage I start up 

Sept. 1972 — stage II start up 

Nov. 1974 — completion of 27 mile CNR rail 
spur to plant from Rocky Mountain House. 
en bees 144 started shipping liquid sulphur by 

R. 
rachig:, 979 — completed sulphur stating 
acl 

‘Apr. 1976 — started shipping solid slated 
slated sulphur by CN rail on a steady basis. 

— sulphur market is very transient but they 
average approximately two to three trains 
per week of slated sulphur (80 cars per train, 
4100 long tons per car) via CNR. 

— most of this sulphur goes to Vancouver where 
It is loaded on to ships for transport to foreign 
markets such as Japan, Australia, and South 
Africa. 

— 45 cars per week of liquid sulphur (88 tong 
tons per ear), 

— most of this sulphur is shipped to Eastern 
United States to the large chemical com- 
panies, 

Eckville has always been considered an ex- 
cellent business town, and the carload traffic 
received and forwarded via CNR testifies to this. 
Some of the commodities received regularly 
were: — Eckville Co-op: mill goods, fertilizer, 
anhydrous ammonia and others. Kasha Farm 
Supplies Ltd.: various machinery and im- 
plements, etc. E. Tiihonen: various machinery 
and implements. John Deere: (W. Eliuk) 
varlous machinery ‘and implements. Imperial 
Oil: (Geo. Armeneau) gasoline, fuel oll, fer- 
tilizer, ete. Searle Grain Co.: coal. Eckville Co- 
op Livestock Association (J. Sambrook): hogs 
every week one to three carioads. Alberta Wheat 
Pool and Searle Grain Co.: grain (mostly 
barley). Texaco Exploration Canada Ltd.: 

















propane. Elspeth loading facility: propane 
(waybilled in Eckville CNR station). 

The CNR station in Eckville was built in 1912. 
It was stuccoed in 1945 with electricity being in- 
stalled at that time. Additions and Im- 
provements were made to the living quarters, 
which were provided for the agent, over the 
years including connection to the town water 
‘system when the town undertook this project. My 
wife, Hester, son Craig, daughter Diane, and 
myself lived in the living quarters during our six- 
teen years in Eckville. 

Thave been unable to obtain the names of all 
CNR station agents who have worked and served 
Eckville and district in the Eckville station, but 
following are those I can recal 

‘Mr. Barnett: dates unknown but understand 
he was agent in Eckville for 26 years, probably 
up to 1950-51. 

A. H. Elliott: approximately three years, 
1950-51 to 1954. 

R. Rogers: three years, 1954 to 1956. 

W. J. Rothwell: 16 years, 1956 to 1972, Retired 
in 1972 but returned to work each summer in 
Eckville station until July 18, 1975, on which date 
Thad the unpleasant duty of closing the Eckville 
station permanently, 

F. A. Theberge: One year, 1972-73. 

M. Medvid: Two years, 1973-5. 

‘The only section foremen of the CNR at 
Eckville whom I can recall are: R. T. Stout, 1951 
1962; G, Gillis, 1962-1963; M. Rogutski, 1963-1970; 
R. T. Stout, 1970-1972 (His return to Eckville 
gave Bob a ‘otal of 12 years there.); G. Brzak, 
1972-to present date. 

In my railroad career, I witnessed many 
events, both tragic and otherwise. One event 
which ‘was the most unusual occurred on the 
Brazeau subdivision. In 1972, two empty propane 
cars which were in the Elspeth yard, mileage 
57.6, in some way, started moving, which In- 
dicated that brakes were not set, ran through the 
west switch and onward along the main line 
westward. The section-men on their motor car 
eastbound were rounding a curve when they saw 
these two cars approaching and had time only to 
jump off the track motor car to save their lives. 
‘The motor car upon impact with the two propane 
cars did not leave the rails and continued on with 
the runaway cars, being pushed. The section 
foreman on motor car was Bob Stout who had to 
walk a considerable distance to a farm house to 
notify CNR of this and they in turn informed me. 
Tt was a pecullar sight as they passed my office 
window and one person came in soon after and 
said that it was the first time he had seen a 
railway motor car pulling two tank cars. There 
was a train coming from the west and while T 
knew there was practically no chance of these 
cars belng able to climb hills near Withrow and 
Leslieville, especially the latter, Thad to take the 
precaution of having the train use the necessary 
protection which I did through the elevator 
agent, A. Deman at Leslieville, by telephone. A 

















collision could easily have resulted in a 
catastrophe and when you think of two runaway 
tank cars together with the possibility of motor 
vehicles passing over unprotected private 
crossings it was a matter of great concern. 
However, the two tank cars stalled on the first 
hill at mileage 68.0 (near Withrow), rolled back 
down the hill and came to a stop. They had 
travelled a distance of 10.4 miles. The train 
pushed them into the Eckville yard. have a pic- 
ture of these two notorious runaway cars. All Is 
well that ends well. 

During 1973-1975, the Canadian National 
Railways re-built thelr roadbed on the Brazeau 
subdivision and installed 100-125 pound main line 
ribbon steel, bringing it up to near main line 
level. This was necessary in order to handle the 
large amount of traffic in 100 ton cars and 80 or 
more cars per train, such as the sulphur from 
Aquitaine Plant and'propane from Elspeth and 
Eckville. The CNR now operates unit trains on 
the Brazeau subdivision with several engines ac- 
cording to the tonnage of traffic to be handled. 

Eckville is a busy town on a busy railway line. 
Caution at railway crossings is essential as the 
trains now operate at a higher rate of speed than 
‘we had become accustomed to. 

Portions of some of the information used in 
the foregoing History were based on material 
from the following: Canadian National 
Railways, Historical Research Officer, Mr. J. N. 
Lowe, Montreal. Canadian National Railways’ 
Officials in Edmonton, Public Archives Canada, 
Ottawa. Book: ‘The Possibilities of Canada are 
Truly Great", memoirs by Martin Nordegg, 
edited by T. D. Regehr. Books: “History of the 
Canadian National Railways” volumes one and 
two, author G. R.Stevens. 











HISTORY OF POSTAL SERVICES OF 
ECKVILLE, ALBERTA 

In the early 1900's, as settlers were gradually 
moving westward from the main Calgary- 
Edmonton line, mail facilities were called for, 
with the result that in the year 1903 plans were 
made for a post office that was to become the 
centre of Eckville. 

Mr. Eekford, a homesteader, and one of the 
progressive type, erected a suitable building to 
house the post office and a trading post on his 
land, and then looked for a man to operate both 
of them for the benefit of the community. As he 
made plans for the building, Mr. Eckford ob- 
tained permission to operate a post office so that 
when Mr. John Killick, a young Englishman not 
long out from the old country, was chosen as the 
businessman to operate the post office and store, 
authority and supplies arrived in the name of 
Eckford Post Office. Mr. Eckford, considering 
the name too personal, changed it to Eckville — 
a name which has since become well known 
throughout the country. 

In December of 1905, the post office and 
trading centre was officially opened at a site 
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about a mile northeast of the present town of 
Eckville, a spot known for many years as Liber- 
ty Hall Corner, just west of the J. Onofryszyn 
residence. 

‘Mall was first hauled from the Evarts post of- 
fice, about 12 miles southeast, by the late Mr. A. 
B. Koski. Two years later, the mail contract was 
taken over by Mr. F. Kina. Mr. Kina later 
hauled the mail from Red Deer for several 
years. 

In those days, travel was very different, as 
rivers and creeks had to be forded, muskegs 
were numerous, and roads were only trails that 
led to the west, so no doubt many difficulties 
were experienced before mail or other supplies 
reached the settlers. 

‘Mr. Killick gave up the post office in 1908 and 
moved 30 miles west, to Rocky Mountain House, 
where he operated a general store for more than 
47 years. Following his departure, the Eckville 
post office was taken over by Mr. R 
Brunseraede, who carried on until 1911. 

In 1910 the country west of Red Deer was 
being rapidly developed; with farming, timber, 
and coal mines which called for transportation, 
‘To fill this need, the C.P.R. and the C.N.R. both 
built railway lines west to Rocky Mountain 
House, with the C.N.R. going 60 miles further 
west to the coal fields at Nordegg. 

‘When the railway went past Eckville in 1911 
the trading centre and post office was moved 
from Old Eckville to its present site, and the late 
Mr. 0. M. Forhan was postmaster and 
storekeeper from 1911 until 1918. Mr. C. S. 
Crosby was postmaster from 1918 until 192 
when he was succeeded by Mr. W. E. Hayes, who 
carried on for about a year. Mr. Daniel Clausen, 














CONTRACT 


FOR THE 
CONVEYANCE OF HIS MAJESTY’S MAILS 
(RURAL MAIL DELIVERY) 


THIS AGREEMENT entered into thin eg 44 day of Pnrrce 

inthe yor of ou Lod oe thoaod ine hundred and twenty atgnt betwee 
John Kenta cite tom of Youeviiie 
inthe County of Rod Deer Inthe Province of Alberta 


and Dominion of Canada Katl Contvaator hereinafter called the Contractor his Heirs Executors 
‘and Administrators of the 
Postmaster General of Cant 
other part 

WITNESSETH that for and in consideration of the sum of money hereinafter mentioned the ssid Con 


NCING the  PAxat dayof April A.D, 1928 


rt and the Honourable Pater J Yaniot 
a sting for and on bebsif of His Majesty ffs Bets and Succesors of the 











tractor engages COMMEN 


ta convey oF eause t be conveyed His Majesty’s Mails over 


POKVILIY RURAL ROUT? NO, TTA GLY. 


‘Taree _ times per woo in the manner and under 
stipulations hereinafter set forth erving on exch and every trip or journey-all the Post Ofices now established 
frimhich may be established and all the Rral Mall Boxes now orected or which may be erected om the 
foute it being agrood and understood however thet in case the Postmaster General makes any change or 
tbanges hy way either of increase or dear ease inthe froquency or distance to be travelled which the Con- 
{actor hereby agrees to perform a corresponding ratoable increase or decrease as the case may be shell be 
imade inthe amount paid to the Contractor the amount of such increase or decrease to be fixed and finally 
‘declared by the Postiaster Genera 




















‘Theroute tobe pursued inthe conveyance of the mals to be as deseribed in the dtl of travel or vi such 
‘ther roads as nay be datrmined by the Postaster General serving the Post Ofces ot @A1by 





‘The computed distance which is accepted by the Contractor as the bass of this oontract is 32 miless 


‘The mails tobe convesed"An a suitable vaniole. 
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now deceased, then took over the position and 
was postmaster for 24 years — until he retired in 
1950, 

‘Mr. Clausen saw the greatest changes take 
place, with the village growing rapidly for about 
ten years, until the district had a complete line of 
services that few other villages of its size had to 
offer. As land was cleared and roads were being 
built, the population of the district increased, 
calling for extra mail services, so that in 1928 the 
first rural mail delivery was inaugurated and 
later this was increased to three routes which 
served about 300 farm families with mail service 
three times a week. 

About 1937 daily mail delivery was given to 
Eckville. By this time both railway trains were 
hauling mail. The trains travelled on alternate 
days, thus giving a great improvement in the 
mail service, which had previously been three 
times a week. 

Mr, Clausen and his staff saw the change that 
took post office employees into the Civil Service 
in 1948. This was a great step forward for the 
employees because it gave them better working 
conditions, regular hours, holidays with pay, and 
a steady salary according to average work per- 
formed. 

When Mr. Clausen retired in 1950, his assis- 
tant, Mrs. M. K. Schofer, took charge for seven 
months until the position was filled late in the 
same year by Gordon McNeil, who is still the 
postmaster in 1977. Fifty years of progress have 
seen many changes and many moves from the 
first little office that was only a corner in a 
pioneer store to the present large modern office. 
The post office was moved to the present 
building in September, 1966, from its former 
location in the building now occupied by Rhode’s 
Radio and TV. 

The latest improvement in mail service has 
been that the mail delivery from Red Deer to 
Rocky Mountain House was changed from rail 
travel to Motor Transport in September, 1955. A 
daily schedule gives the most regular and fastest 
service possible between Eckville and the main 
city points. Of course, these improvements, and 
others, must be pald for. Postage rates for 
letters have risen from three cents in the pioneer 
days to the cost of 12 cents for mailing a letter in 
Canada In 1977, and the end is not in sight! 


EARLY RELIGIOUS SERVICES AT 
ECKVILLE AND CONDOR — by Reverend J. 
Mayne 

In 1926 I was appointed by the Board of Home 
Missions of the United Church of Canada to the 
Student Missfon Field at Eckville and Condor. 
‘My experience there was fairly successful, 
although chureh attendance at both places could 
have been better. I had learned from previous 
experience not to be discouraged on Sundays 
when the congregations were small. I boarded at 
the McDonald home in Eckville, and was well 
taken care of in that way. Generally, after I had 
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been a few weeks on a Field, I would hear of the 
previous students, and could judge in that way 
how my work was going. I do not remember 
hearing such comments on the Eckville-Condor 
Charge, and had to be content. 

On all my student mission fields 1 did con- 
siderable visitation and thus got better ac- 
quainted with the people, some of whom never 
came to the services. On one such visit in Condor 
district the man considered himself above at 
tending the service — or, was it below? We had a 
considerable amount of discussion but neither 
was able to persuade the other to his way of 
thinking. I think T could find the house where we 
lived, but I have forgotten the name. 

‘At Condor there was a small but active 
Orange Lodge. On the twelfth of July there was a 
‘meeting in the morning which I attended as I was 
a member of the Order. The parade at Condor 
was small compared with ones I had seen in 
other places, particularly Northern Ireland 
where I had lived until coming to Canada at the 
age of fifteen, 

For transportation on Sundays and during the 
week I used a bicycle. On two wet Sundays I 
started to walk to Condor on the railway track, 
The Section man was out with his hand car and 
gave me a ride almost to Condor. When the 
weather cleared I again used my bicycle. 

At that time the late Mr. William Aberhart 
was beginning his preaching. I was not personal- 
ly interested in his line of thought. One or two of 
the Condor congregations, perhaps more, I felt, 
were drawn to Mr. Aberhart. 

Bill Bradshaw, of Alhambra, was doing high 
school work in Eckville at this time and he was 
boarding with me at MeDonald’s. Twas invited to 
his home on two or three occasions and had a 
very pleasant time, as Bill’s parents were very 
kind to me. Several years later I read in the 
paper that Bill had been killed in a highway accl- 
dent, but I never learned any of the details. 

Nineteen twenty-six was fifty-one years ago, 
so I do not remember many names. Scott and 
Mrs. Hastie and Peter; “Wink”, Ormle McKee 
and Laura Porter were some at Condor. Doctor 
and Mrs. Sommerville, the McDonalds, and Joe 
Marshall come to my mind at Eckville. 

A Sports Day was held in Eckville and for me 
the specialty was the bicycle race. About half an 
hour before this race was to start a young lad 
asked to borrow my bicycle for a few minutes. I 
let him have it and away he went, not to return 
until the race was over. Bill Bradshaw insisted 
on me using his bike. An older boy had his bike 
fixed with a larger gear to enable him to go 
faster, However, he was not strong enough to 
push it for the one-mile distance of the race. At 
the three-quarter mark T looked back and the 
nearest rider was at the half-mile mark. 1 
coasted the rest of the way and it was announced 
that had done the mile In four minutes. Had I 
known that Iwas being timed, I could easily have 
completed the mile in less time. 




















ST. PAUL'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH — by 
Mr. T. H. Curran 

‘The history of St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church 
dates back to 1920 when the original building, a 
school house located one mille north of town, was 
bought for a community chureh and moved to the 
site where the present church stands, The title 
was held by several interested people in the 
town. Rev. W. G. Brown, the Presbyterian 
minister in Red Deer, was a promoter of the 
project. 

‘Mr. Mitchell, of Toronto, was the first student 
minister, coming in May, 1922. He stayed for the 
summer ’in the Dr. Backus home, now the Roy 
Saari home. Next’ came a blind minister who 
took the services at Sylvan Lake, Evarts, and 
Eckville. 

In 1921 the “Ladies Auxiliary to the Eckville 
Community Church” was organized. The 
Charter Members were: Mrs. Heimbecker, Mrs. 
Coughlin, Mrs. Litt, Mrs. J.-M. McDonald and 
Miss Tompson. During the year they donated one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars towards 
Purehase of the church building, held an ice- 
cream and strawberry social, bought and var- 
nished the benches in the church, had a refresh- 
ment booth at the baseball tournament and put 
on a chicken supper at which they charged fifty 
cents for adults and twenty-five cents for 
children, 

When the vote was taken for church union in 
1925 there were four votes for union and one op- 
posed. Under the United Chureh student 
ministers were included, Mr. Mayne from Ed- 
monton, Mr. Wilson from ‘Toronto and Mr. 
LaCorow from Newfoundland. A two-room 
shack moved on to the church grounds served as 
accommodation for the student ministers. Then 
for a few years there were no church services 
and the building was rented by the school board 
to be used as a school. 

Unable to continue, the United Church 
recommended that the Eckville parish be 
returned to the Mission Board of the 
Presbyterian Church. The first Presbyterian stu- 
dent, Mr. Harold Corky, arrived from Ireland for 
the spring and summer of 1931. He travelled by 
bicycle, and saddle horse before obtaining a light 
delivery truck for fifty dollars from Red Deer, 
which he learned to drive on the return trip to 
Eekville, 

Summer, 1932, brought Mr. Hartley Casler 
from Ontario. In 1933 Mr. Essler was sent out to 
the Eckville field, He lived in Benalto during the 
summer, as it seemed more central. In 1935 Mr. 
Malcolm McLean was the student minister. He 
remained here until the fall of the following year. 

He was followed by Mr. Duncan Campbell 
During his ministry Benalto instead of Cen- 
treville, became associated with Eckville and 
Hespero, a manse was built on the church 
grounds, a church was bullt at Hespero and the 
Use of the church in Eckville for a school room 
was discontinued, The ladies changed the name 








of their organization to Eckville Church Ladies’ 
Aid. 

Mr. '. M. Fraser came in 1941. It was during 
his ministry that the trees were planted on the 
church property and the grounds were fenced. 
The early 1840's brought a dedicated deaconess, 
Miss Ruby Walker, who travelled to Rocky 
Mountain House to give religious instruction to 
outlying schools and formed a young people's 
group and a Mission Band, as weil as conducting 
services. 

‘The first ordained minister to be called to 
Eckville was Rev. Fred Howick, who came in 
1946. Up to this time the chureh had been run by 
the Ladies’ Aid and a board of managers. Now a 
Kirk Session was elected and the Eckville 
Chureh was given the name St. Paul’s. The title 
to the church was transferred from the United 
Church to the Presbyterian Church. 

During the late 1940's an evening group of the 
Ladies’ Aid was organized for those who could 
not attend afternoon meetings. They have con- 
tinued to carry on the work of supporting the 
church started by the senior group. Their turkey 
supper put on every fall has become a communi- 
ty attraction and a tradition. 








St. Pauls Presbyterian Chueh, 


‘The new church building was started in 1960 
and dedicated in 1962. Many volunteers from the 
‘community assisted in excavating, pouring con- 
crete, and constructing the new building. The old 
building was sold to Eric Korhonen who now uses 
it as his residence. A mortgage-burning 
ceremony was held in 1971 and the Eckville and 
Hespero charges were united in 1974. Plans are 
now being made for the construction of a new 
manse on a lot purchased on 53rd Street. 
Other ministers, students and deaconesses 
who have served in our Church include Mr. A. V. 
Bentum, Mr. R. L. Bacon, Mr. Forbes, Mr. M. 
Coles, Mr. C. F. McGregor, Rev. Kingsley King, 
Rev. D. L. Crocker, Rev. Wm. Kiemps, Mr. K. . 








Cert and youngest church members - Mrs. 3. M, MeDonalé, 
staron (Onofytzyn), Lemke, Tulan Sambrook elder 


Grant, Rev. Peter Walters, Rev. Sheldon 
McKenzie, Rev. Howard Grace, Mr. Peter 
Booth, Mr. Hugh Simpson, Miss Iris Ford, Rev. 
B.S. Hartley, Rev. Kenneth Knight, Mr. Kenneth 
McLeod, Rev. R. J. Burton, Rev. Sidney Chang 
and our present minister, Rev. L. George Mac- 
donald. 


SAINT PAUL'S PRESBYTERIAN SENIOR 
LADIES AID — ECKVILLE — by Janet Smith 
and Iris Eliuk 

On February 5, 1921, an organizational 
meeting was held at the home of Mrs 
Heinbecker to form a church auxiliary. Mrs. 
Heinbecker was acting chairman and Miss 
‘Thompson acted as secretary. The name chosen 
for the auxiliary was ‘“The Ladies Auxiliary to 
the Eckville Community Church”. The ladies 
present at this meeting were: Mrs. Heinbecker, 
‘Mrs. Coughlin, Mrs. (Dr.) Backus, Mrs. O’Brien, 
Mrs. Herring, Mrs. Litt, Mrs. Garries and Miss 
Thompson. 

On February 25, 1921, the first meeting of the 
new organization was held at the home of Mrs. 
Heinbecker. The members enrolling in the club 
at this first meeting were: Mrs. Heinbecker, 
Mrs. Coughlin, Mrs. Litt, Mrs. McDonald and 
Miss Thompson. Mrs. Heinbecker was 
nominated president, Mrs. Litt as vice- 
president, Mrs. McDonald as secretary and Mrs. 
Coughlin as treasurer, 

‘Junior members who became members of the 
club in April, 1921, were Jessie Orr, Olga Mackie, 
Edith Smith, Edith Herring, Olive Garries and 
Rosa Hansen. At the end of the first year, there 
were 18 members belonging to the club. 

In August, 1921, $30 worth of lumber was 
purchased from Wlison Lumber to build church 
seats. W. H. Johnson hauled 10 loads of gravel for 
the foundation of the church at a cost price of S18. 

‘The ladies held a chicken supper in the fall of 
1921, They charged 50¢ per adult and 25¢ for 
small children. Proceeds $29. 
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‘The ladies were very busy through the years, 
raising money for many causes. Some of their 
money raising projects were: grab bag sales, 
guessing contests, sale of candy and home-made 
flowers, lunch at the annual meeting, social 
evenings, suppers, plays, St. Patricks teas, booth 
at the Sports Day and ball tournament, 
strawberry and ice-cream socials’ lawn suppers, 
ple socials, birthday socials, bazaars, lunch at 
the home cooking contest at the school, on elec- 
tion day, ploughing bees, auction sales, Jubilee 
tea, induction service, catered to Sestrap’s wed- 
ding reception, goose auction and held an old 
maids’ convention. 

Ata social evening in 1925, the ladies decided 
to have a sawdust ple. They collected 100 articles 
and had one ple for 104 articles and one for 20¢ ar- 
ticles. (I believe it is similar to our fish pond). 

‘Many months they held two meetings as there 
was a lot of organizing to do. 

In February 1928, the name of the society was 
changed to the “‘Ladies Auxiliary of the Eckville 
United Church’. 

In March, 1929, a cabin was purchased from 
Mrs. Dahl for $125 and moved onto the church 
lots, to be used by the student minister, later it 
was rented out for $5 per month. 

In 1938, because of the change in the church 
denomination to Presbyterian, the auxiliary 
name was changed to “The Eckville Church 
Ladies Aid”. 





Senior Ladies” Ald: Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Hebner, Mrs. MeNell 
Mrs, Tivanen, Mis. MeDonald, Mrs, Curnings, Mis. Riley, Ms. 
Heat, Ms. Shans. 


Many of the charities the ladies supported 
were: teas for ladies who were not members, 
donations of money and clothing to the Womens 
Missionery Society, donated articles toward the 
Post Office, handkerchief showers for new- 
comers, reception for Mr. Clarihue, donations to 
the choir, CGIT, Camp Kannawin ‘and the Mis- 
sion Band, pantry shower for minister, 
scholarships for students to attend school at 














Medicine Hat from the Red Deer Presbytery and 
later from anywhere in Alberta. 

They acted as judges of home cooking at the 
school, held plenies, made payments on the 
mortgage on the old church, new church, old 
manse, paid insurance on church, and 
transferred deed on old church. 

Built chimney in cabin, painted church and 
cabin, varnished seats, fenced around church, 
purchased chairs, hymn books and song books 
for church, built cupboards in the manse. 
Donated often toward minister's stipend. They 
did a lot of visiting to the sick and shut-ins, gave 
farewell gifts to ministers and hospital patients. 
‘They made quilts for needy families, for the Red. 
Cross and donated a quilt to Camp Kannawin, 

The ladies decorated the church for Easter, 
Mother's Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas, 

It all amounted to many hours of work and 
time given to the church and community. The 
Ladies Aid decided to try to organize a younger 
Womens group which was formed in January, 
1948. The Senior Ladies group disbanded in 1968. 


ST. PAUL'S PRESBYTERIAN “EVENING 
GROUP” — Eckville — by Verna Purnell 

On January 8, 1948, Mrs. Crocker reported to 
the Senior Ladies Aid of St. Paul's that a meeting 
was to be held to form a Junior Group of St. 
Paul's Church. Charter members of the Junior 
Group included Mrs. Jean Stopsen, Mrs 
Crocker, Mrs. Myrel Sestrap, Mrs. Ann McIn: 

re, Mrs. Esther Yeo plus several more we do 
not have a record of. Mrs. Jean Stopsen Is still a 
member of our group and the only one of the 
original charter members. 

We do not have any records of the first 10 








St. Pals Presbyterian Evening Group. Font row: L. to R. Lydia 
‘Curran, Verna Purnell, Mary Drapaks, Barb Olson, Marg Shields, 
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years but no doubt they were busy worthwhile 
years with lots of activities. One of which was a 
play, put on in 1952 by members of the Group to 
help raise money. 

‘Ten meetings were held during the year with 
no meetings held during July and August unless 
some important event came up and then ex: 
ecutive meetings were held. Memberships have 
been as high as 26 and as low as 16. A highlight of 
1959 was the group visit to CKRD-TV program 
“Late Breakfast”. A play was also put on in 1959 
with the proceeds going to the building fund for 
the new church. Rev. Sheldon MacKenzie was 
the minister at St. Paul’s at that time and he also 
took part in this play. Members served a turkey 
dinner as well as morning and afternoon coffee 
to the 30 some men who turned out to help pour 
the cement for the new church basement in June, 
1960. Church services were held in what is now 
“Carritt’s Hardware Store” until the church 
basement was able to be used before the upstairs 
was completed. Dedication of the new church 
was held on April 12, 1962, with the guest speaker 
being the Rev. Peter Walters, a former minister 
at St. Paul’s. Deaconess, Miss Iris Ford was our 
minister at that time and put a tremendous 
amount of effort into the dedication. Iris has 
since been ordained a Presbyterian Minister In 
January 19, 1978, after many years of study and 
hard work. Being a very dedicated person, she 
will be a great asset to the ministry. Our Evening 
Group served a dinner and lunch for this special 
Dedication Service. 

Several missionaries and deaconesses have 
been invited to speak at our meetings over the 
year's and their experiences have proven very in. 
teresting. Members of the group have done 
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volunteer visiting to the sick and shut-ins and at 
one time visited all new-comers to the town and 
district. 

‘The group have helped financially in conjunc- 
tion with the Ladies Aid and the Hespero 
Presbyterian Ladies Aid with the up-keep of the 
manse as well as buying furnishings, cleaning 
and painting the manse at various times when 
needed. As well they have made several 
donations to help pay off the mortgages on the 
‘old manse which was finally paid off in 1965. 

Our group has given financial assistance to 
the church youth groups such as C.0.C.'s, Ex 
plorers, C.G.L.T, and the Sunday school and have 
‘sponsored giris to various camps. Members also 
assist with Mother and Daughters banquets, 
‘Among the several fund raising projects over the 
years have been putting on plays, rummage 
Sales, bake sales, bazaars and teas as well as our 
main annual event, the turkey supper. Twenty- 
two of these suppers have been held up to date. 
We have also served lunch after funerals and at 
auction sales and helped with the beef barbecue 
sponsored by the church board. 

‘The Junior Group worked in conjunction with 
the Senior Ladies Ald in several of their ac- 
tivities until the Seniors disbanded in January, 
1966. Since then, we call our Group “St. Paul's 
evening Group”. Mrs. J. M. McDonald and Mrs. 
Cummings attended our meetings for many 
years and so became our Honorary Members. 
Some early memories of the group were con 
‘tributing home baking and canning to our many 
single student ministers. We also have hosted 
dinners for several W.MS. and Presbytery 
meetings, hosted and took part in World Day of 
Prayer Services, served lunches for Induction 
and Recognition Services for new ministers as 
well as taking part in clean-up bees and financial 
ald to Camp Kanniwan — also have helped with 
T.B. x-ray clinics in Town. 

In December, 1970, the Evening Group 
donated $1000 to the Church Board to finish pay. 
ing off the mortgage on the church. A Mortgage 
Burning Ceremony was held in April 18, 1971, 
with Rev. Sheldon MacKenzie of Newfoundland, 
a former minister here and very instrumental In 
getting the new church program started, as 
guest speaker. 

After the new church was built a Memorial 
fund was started to help pay for an electric 
organ, The latest venture has been the building 
of anew Presbyterian Church Manse in Eckville. 
A tremendous amount of volunteer labour has 
been put into this by the men of the church and 
several of our group have painted and cleaned. 
Rev. George Macdonald, our present minister, 
came to us from Nova Scotia and he moved into 
this new Manse in February, 1978. An Induction 
Service is to be held April 16, 1978, with which the 
Ladies will be assisting, 

Our group presented Mrs. J. M. McDonald 
with a Life Membership and pin in the W.M.S. for 
her many years of faithful service to both 

















groups. It was presented to her at the 50th An- 
niversary Service on November 7, 1971. The 
eldest member of the church, Mrs. J. M. 
McDonald and the youngest member, Mrs. 
Sharon Lemke (nee Onofryszyn), had the honour 
sutting the Anniversary cake. 
‘At the present time, March, 1978, our group 
has 23 members and one honourary member. 
Our group continues to be active and enjoys good 
fellowship. 





GIRLS’ GROUPS OF ST. PAUL'S 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

C.G.LT. began in Eckville in 1925 when a 
group of girls was organized and led by Miss 
Kathy Herring. The girls met each week with 
their leader at the Herring home after school. 
Sometimes the girls from the country rode 
horses. Some of the activities included sleigh 
riding down Kasper’s hill, picnics with 
homemade ice cream, and hikes looking for 
snails, frogs and things of nature. The Christmas 
party, where homemade gifts were exchanged, 
was a highlight of the year. 

‘The group was led by Miss Ena Paul in 1928. 
11929. Some of the girls who belonged were Bessie 
Bromling, Lela Lowe, Ada Tolvonen, Sylvia 
Kalaputas, Elvie Sestrap and Evelyn Spurgeon 
With no resident minister, Vesper Services, 
Mother-Daughter Banquets and Graduation 
ceremonies were not possible. 

In 1933 the group was led by Margaret McKin- 
non and Ruth Craig. Leaders and girls would 
walk to the homes for meetings — sometimes as 
far as three miles. 

An event that the girls looked forward to was 
three weeks at Camp Kasota on Half Moon Bay, 
The total cost of camp was $5. Girls slept in 
cabins and were asked to bring their own mat- 
tress “ticks”. Fresh straw would be supplied, 
Girls from the surrounding towns came and 
became good friends of the local girls. 

In 1942, with the arrival of the deaconess, 
Miss Ruby Walker, C.G.L.T. again became very 
active, Meetings were now held in the manse, 
‘The girls assisted with the Christmas service of 
the church and helped the Ladies Aid in packing 
Christmas baskets for the needy. They took the 
lead in the first World Day of Prayer Service 
held in Eckville. 

C.G.LT. continues to play a major role in the 
spiritual and social development of teen-age 
girls in the community. Present-day activities 
include Bible study, crafts and games, and sing- 
ing. The girls take turns running the “Tuck 
Shop” in the hospital. The C.G.I-T. Choir can be 
heard at many community affairs such as the 
Rememberance Day Service. The Christmas 
Vesper Service, the Mother-Daughter Banquet 
and the Senior Citizen’s Tea are the main events 
of the year. 

The Explorer group of St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church was organized by Mrs. 
Marie Wilson and Mrs. Janet Lightbown in Oc- 
































tober of 1961. The program for the Explorers in- 
cludes Star Ceremonies, Mission Study and a 
Mother and Daughter Banquet. Singing, Bible 
study, crafts, hikes and games are included in 
the meetings 

‘The C.O.C. (Children of Church) group for lit- 
tle girls in Grades one, two and three was 
organized a year or two after the Explorers. The 
Program is much the same as for the Explorers. 

Miss Iris Ford, the deaconess who served the 
church at this time, was the Instigator behind the 
organization of both girls’ groups. 

‘At the present time the C.G.LT. leaders are 
Barbara Olsen, Maxine Taylor, Iris Eluik. 

‘The Explorer leaders are Donna Anderson, 
Pat Lindberg and Sharon Watson. 

‘The C.O.C. was reorganized in 1973 by Susan 
Skocdopole and Ingrid Lindberg. The present 
C.0.C. ‘leaders are Susan Skocdopole, Ingrid 
Lindberg and Sandra Cordon, 











ECKVILLE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE, 

‘The Church of the Nazarene came to Eckville 
because a family was interested and asked the 
district church leader for services to be held 
here. Early in 1948 a Christian Workers group 
from Canadian Nazarene College in Red Deer 
took the responsibility for services, which we 
held in the Mike Covlin home. For a few months 
services were held upstairs in the “Den” of the 
Memorial Hall, then again in Mike and Eileen's 
home. 

In 1949 Russell Quantz, who was attending 
CNN.C., accepted the pastorate and for a short 
time ‘¢ame from Red Deer by bus on the 
weekends with his wife and two children to 
Covlin’s home. They visited extensively, and the 
work began to grow. Two lots were purchased on 
what 1s now 53rd Avenue from Mrs. Fanny 
Jones, and under the leadership of Russell a 
church building was soon erected, even though 
by this time he was also pastoring in Rocky 
Mountain House. Many thanks to several 
farmers, business men of the village and others, 
both men and women, who so willingly gave 
money for the lots and materials, and labor for 
the bullding. ‘The church was completed and 
ready for use at Easter, 1950, and was dedleated 
in July of the same year. 

‘A four-room parsonage was built on the other 
lot. Miss Ruth Lawrence, who was then the 
pastor, did some of the building herself. Rev. 
Garfield Ferris of Red Deer was pastor from 
1952 to 1954, when Rev. Herbert Quantz came 
with his family from Victoria to live here. He 
pastored for seven years, leaving to move to 
Calgary in the summer of 1961 to attend Univer- 
sity. Rev. E. V. Swarthout followed as pastor for 
almost a year and then Rev. Norman Falk was a 
supply pastor for four months. Rev. Harold 
Quantz came in August of 1962 from a pastorate 
in Redelift 

In the fall of 1963 the congregation ventured 
on another building program on the same lot, to 





provide needed Sunday School classrooms. So 
Pastor Harold Quantz and various people 
worked diligently during the fall and winter and 
the first service in the new superstructure was 
held in April, 1964. Many thanks go again to 
everyone who worked and gave In any way 
Numerous cups of coffee were shared in 
hospitality and much fun, too, as we worked 
together. ‘The pen in the office surely seemed 
lightweight after laying blocks during noon hour. 
What do you do when you paint yourself into a 
corner? Finishing work continued so that the 
building was dedicated in October, 1965. The 
former church building was moved, as it was 
sold to the village of Eckville for a garage. In 
1967 the present parsonage was purchased from 
Archie Huhtala and the former residence was 
sold. 

Rev. William Baptist became pastor in 1967 
and continued for five years, then Rev. Victor 
Buffey came. In January, 1974 he left to take 
studies at Canadian Bible College (now in Win- 
nipeg.) Rev. Isaac Reaman came from Red Deer 
and supplied until Rev. Harold Quantz came 
back as pastor for a second time in July of 1974 
and is at present the pastor. 

As life is, pastors come and then move on; 
people come and go; but we believe each ha 
contributed to the work of God's Kingdom. As we 
continue to work and worship together may we 
follow the example of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
tell the good news of salvation and serve our 
generation. 








ECKVILLE ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC WOMEN'S, 
LEAGUE 

‘The group started in December 1958 as the 
Catholic Ladies Organization. Some of the foun: 
iing members who still belong are Dorothy 
Forhan, Ellen Armeneau, Helen Kasha, Jenny 
Psikila, Hazel Cordon, and Gertrude McDonald. 
Others who are not too far away are Bert Kuntz, 
Birdie Peta and Maxine McAndrew. Another 
founding member was Alfeen Forhan who 
passed away December 10, 1976. 

‘The group had hopes, at one time, of having a 
local church and were willed two lots in town for 
that purpose. With changing times, better roads 
and faster travel, {t never came about so we are 
part of the Sylvan Lake parish. 

As in any organization, we have had our share 
of bake sales, bingos, raffles, rummage sales, 
and catering to raise money for what we thought 
was a good cause, at the time. Times changed 
and circumstances altered our needs. We do 
some service work such as helping host showers, 
serving coffee at funerals, taking a turn for the 
World Day of Prayer and have helped with T.B. 
X-Ray clinles by addressing cards, supplying 
postage and helping on clinic days. 

















Our Lady of Victory Camp at Gull Lake has 
recelved our support and of course our children 
over the years attended summer camps. Alfeen 
Forhan cooked at camp one summer. For a 
number of years we helped with food by supply- 
Ing two pies each (enough for a meal) or double 
batches of cookies. 

During the school term we used to hold 
catechism classes in our homes on Fridays after 
school (later changed to Monday) until our 
classes became too large. We had Christmas 
parties in the hall for families. For a few years 
catechism was held in the school. For the last 
few years, it has been held at Sylvan Lake after 
mass on Sunday in conjunction with the children 
from that district. Our Eckville group always 
supplies the lunch for the catechism Christmas 
parties at Sylvan Lake, ever since we started 
this amalgamation. 

April 26, 1961 was charter night for our St. 

Mary's Catholic Women’s League as a part of a 
world organization, It was in the form of a ban- 
quet catered to by Mrs. Greenman and attended 
by ladies of surrounding organizations and 
priests. The ladies have helped with house clean- 
Ing of church and camp over the years, as well as, 
taking part in parish plenics and socials 

Catholic youth groups have been held for periods 
off and on over the years under various names 
through special interests of some of the priests. 

In 1962 our C.W.L. started a scholarship to the 
top boy and girl students in grade nine. These 
were first based on results of departmental ex- 
aminations but, since they were discontinued, It 
has been left up to the staff. Following is a list of 
winners to the present, according to our records 
and those at the school.: 1962—Clara Dobbs, 
Allan Tolonen; 1963—Vicky Liska, Gerald Sai 
brooke; 1964—Dianne Covlin, Rein Matiise 
1965—Sylvia Andrew, Robert Spittal; 1966—Ber- 
nadette McDonald, Bryan Kasper; 1967—Judith 
Kuntz, Ron Hietala; 1968—Faye Johnson, 
Ronald Koots; 1969—Debble Soerd, Harry 
‘Thomas; 1970—Ann Kasha, Dwayne’ Ophus; 
1971—Pat Purnell, Clarence Koots; 1972—Ruth 
Hietala, Kelth Pragoda; 1973—Wendy Keegstra, 
Tim Gefle; 1974—Noreen Onofryszyn, Mark 
Lilvam; 1975—Ingrid Lindberg, Paul Twa; 
1976—Nancy Fischer, Micheal Wettstein; 
1977—Shirley Nelson, Leslie Burdick. 

‘Since 1962 our club has bought the flowers for 
Christmas for the altar at Our Lady of Assump- 
tion Church, Sylvan Lake. In November 1968 we 
wrote a letter to Mr. Hooke about having a senior 
citizens home in Eckville. Eight years later this 
small request may have helped it to become a 
reality. On November 20, 1974 we gave up our 
Eckville C.W.L. charter to become a circle of the 
Sylvan Lake group. During the winter of 1975 we 
tried whist card parties as a form of socializing. 
We are still somewhat active so you will 
probably be approached to buy a ticket by one of 
our group to support our commitments such as 
the scholarship or the good cause of the time. 




















FINNISH MINISTERS AND CHURCH 
HISTORY — by Mrs. Aune Parkkat 

In the early 1900's, when many Finnish 
families had settled in Alberta, there were also 
short-time ministers of the Presbyterian Church 
who came to minister. The first recorded 
minister was Reverend Hjelt, succeeded by 
Pastor Blomgren, Then in 1910 Reverend K. E. 
Korhonen came to serve more permanently and 
faithfully served until his death. In 1913 
Reverend and Mrs. Andrew Harju and family 
moved into the parsonage east of Eckville and 
served also at Kuusamo, Brightview and 
Manyberries. In 1919 he moved to Portland, 
Oregon, U.S.A. 

On July 19, 1919 Reverend and Mrs. John 
Luomala and family moved into the parsonage, 
coming from New Hampshire, U.S.A. He served 
until 1923 full time and then part time for a few 
more years. After this the parsonage was empty 
until it was moved to Sylvan Lake for a 
Presbyterian Church Manse. 

In 1932 a Reverend Kopra and family 
ministered for a while. He built a house at Sylvan 
Lake which he sold and moved away. 

Reverend Kuitunen was a well-educated man 
and had been here for a short visit 

Reverend Jarvinen from California, U.S.A. 
was preaching at one time for a short period. 
These two men were through here after 
Reverend Kopra. Reverend Muroma from 
Finland kept a service or two at Sylvan Lake, 
and a year or so later Reverend Ylonen from 
Finland had a few services. 

Reverend and Mrs. Wallas from Finland were 
here for about a year and a half, making their 
home at Sylvan Lake. One summer Reverend 
and Mrs, Lehto from the States held meetings. In 
the early 1940's a young graduate minister, Alex 
Koskl, served here and at Wapells, Saskatche- 
wan as a temporary minister. At this time also 
there was a young lady, a graduate of Camrose 
Lutheran College, that did preaching among the 
Finnish congregation. Her name was Jenny 
Ecola. 

‘Then in the late 1940's two young Pentecostal 
ladies traveled by car and preached in different 
homes, mostly in the summer months. Their 
names were Lahja Rouhieanen and Eva Ecola. A 
few years later another two ladies visited the 
area and had meetings in homes. They were 
‘Anna Poni and Aina Monkare. 

At present there is Mr. and Mrs. Ella and 
Emil Kiunu come from Calgary about once a 
month and hold services in Eckville, 


CANADIAN IMPERIAL 
COMMERCE, 

In November 1927 the Canadian Imperial 
Bank decided to open in Eckville a sub-branch of 
the Sylvan Lake branch. Mr. Harold S. Mann, 
who was employed In the bank at Sylvan Lake, 
was delegated to come to Eckville two or three 
times a week to handle the business. Sometimes 
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Mr. Fred Appelton, the bank manager, would 
come, theoretically to check up on the business. 
The banking facilities consisted of a little wire 
teller's cage and a desk and counter in a small of- 
fice north of the lumber yard (now Carritt's 
Hardware). Mr. Colpitts, a lawyer, also shared 
the office. There was a tiny safe in the bank, but 
nothing was left there overnight. When Harold 
Mann and the junior clerk went across the street 
to the hotel for their lunch one of them carried 
the bills and the other one the silver, and of 
course one of them had a gun, 

Cecil Caton, who at that time was attending 
high school, was employed to light the fires and 
do other custodial work. He must have done his 
work well, for when the bank opened full time in 
1930, Cecil was taken on the banking staff. 

In 1918 a bank bullding was constructed on the 
corner lot where the present bank Is located. 
This operated on a part-time basis at first, but in 
December of 1930 Eckville became a full-time 
branch of the Imperial Bank of Commerce, In 
the original building Mr. and Mrs. Mann moved 
Into the living quarters — four tiny rooms. Later 
a 10 by 10 foot kitchen was built on, and one of the 
bedrooms was converted into the manager’s of- 
fice. 

‘The first manager of the original bank was 
Mr. J.M. MeIntosh, and it is believed that the 
first accountant was Matt Perry, When the bank 
‘was opened for full time business in 1930 the staff 
consisted of Harold Mann and Cecil Caton. At 
that time a vault was added, a few other 
alterations were made, and the building was in 
use until October, 1976, 

In October of 1976 the old bank was moved off 
the site and temporarily the staff operated out of 
two trailers at the rear of the property, During 
this time a new modern bank building was being 
constructed. The new building came into use on 
January 31, 1977, with a staff of 10 employees and 
Mr. A. G. Drapaka as manager. The new bank 
building was officially opened on Saturday, 
February 5, 1977, with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and open house for the public. 

‘The new building offers expanded services for 
its many customers. Four tellers are now 
employed, a night depository service has been 
added, and several new safety deposit boxes are 
also available. The new modern structure is 
unique in design. The inside is bullt from con- 
crete rafters and is the first of its kind to be put 
into use in the Alberta region, 





ECKVILLE CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 
LIMITED — Information derived from the 
Notice of the Report and Statistics to be 
Presented at the 50th Annual Meeting on March 
23, 1963. The Anniversary Review was written by 
Mr. John Liivam, and the Manager's Progress 
Report written by Mr. W. G. McAndrews. Ad- 
ditional information was provided by Mr. Morley 
Couling, General Manager, in 1975, 

‘The formation of the present Eckville Co- 





operative Association Limited was the out- 
growth of an early experiment, utilizing the ad- 
vantages of co-operative buying, which was 
begun in Lacombe in 1899, The United Farmers 
of Alberta also encouraged this practice, and it 
was to the Red Deer branch of the U.F.A. that 
the Medicine Valley Estonian Society turned for 
information as to the steps leading to the formal 
establishment of a Consumer's Co-operative. 
‘The Estonian Society was first formed in 1910 for 
social purposes, but apparently deviated from 
this restriction and on April 9, 1911 met to discuss 
the formation of a consumer co-operative. A 
public meeting held in the month of June, 1912 
drew considerable interest and It was decided at 
that meeting to organize the Eckville and Gilby 
Co-operative Company. By August a provisional 
board was organized and they engaged the ser- 
vices of a Mr. Archibald Litt from Hamilton, On- 
tario as Manager. Mr. E. N. Matchett ‘was 
chosen as president, Mr, Fritz Kinna as vice- 
president, and A. E. T. Eckford secretary. 
treasurer. Other board members were Carl 
Langer, R. Stopsen, M. Rangen and A. Litt. A 
later formal organization meeting was probably 
held at which time F. Kinna was made president, 
J. Lundberg vice-president, and A. E. T. Eckford 
secretary. C. Raabis, H. Kingsep and C. Gustav- 
son were chosen as directors, 

Operating capital was obtained by issuing 
shares of $50.00 each. Many people invested their 
savings in these shares thus enabling the Co- 
operative to purchase facilities and inventory. 
The first premises of the new organization was 
where the Eckville Bakery (now the J. and K. 
Foods) now stands. Their first six months of 
business brought a profit of $71.00 which the 
members agreed to re-invest in the business to 
provide additional capital. At this same meeting, 
on April 13, Mr. A. Isaacson was added to the 
board of directors.’ During an Estonian Society 
meeting held at the Henry Kinna home on 
September 14, 1913, the members present 
decided that the store manager could assume the 
position of the Co-operative’s secretary- 
treasurer, following the resignation of Mr. 
Ecktord from this position. The store manager 
was to be paid an additional sum for his added 
duties. The minutes of this meeting also note that 
H. Kinna would be invited to take an inventory 
for the year-end report, due late in November. 

For the next two decades, the volume of 
business showed a slow increase, probably due to 
the economic conditions of the time. A Mr. 
Rogers, newly arrived from England, soon 
succeeded Mr. Litt as manager, and, while act- 
ing in the dual role as secretary-treasurer and 
manager, helped write out many of the original 
by-laws of the organization. During this time Mr. 
Rogers was also the entire staff of the store, as 
well as a real estate dealer on the side, In 1932 
‘Mr. D. Clausen replaced Mr. Rogers as 
manager. 

‘The Government of the Province of Alberta 








passed the Co-operative Association Act in 1937 
and the following year the Eckville and Gilby Co- 
operative Company was incorporated as “The 
Eckville Co-operative Association Limited”, 
with the objective of the Association being ‘to 
operate a general store””. The number of shares 
to be issued is unlimited and the value is fixed at 
five dollars each. Head office of the Association 
is to be situated in Eckville. Mr. O. Umarl was 
manager at this time. The business expanded to 
include a lumberyard and about 1938 a new store 
building was built on the present site. 

Business was apparently good, and when Mr. 
I. Kaila took the manager's helm in 1939 it began 
to expand quite rapidly. U-F.A. ofls was taken up 
from private contractors in 1944 and in 1947 a 
locker plant and slaughterhouse was added to 
the services provided for Co-op members, 
followed by a seed and feedmill in 1949. The 
capital for this particular venture was pledged 
by members, but, unfortunately only two of the 
pledges were honoured and the Association was 
forced to borrow the greater part of the money 
that was needed to purchase and remodel the 
flour mill which C. Moro had constructed some 
years earlier, 

‘Although this new service greatly aided the 
community, such large borrowing reduced the 
association's available operating capital and 
prompted the board to venture into the 
automobile retail field in 1950, as a means of in- 
creasing turnover. Further, a parts service for 
Canadian Co-operatives Implements Limited 
was added to the services provided. This proved 
to be too great a burden for the capitalization of 
the enterprise and sharp credit restrictions 
began to curb the Association's activities. The 
board was forced to make policy changes and 
decided to change managers as well. W. G. 
McAndrews, formerly as assistant manager, 
was made co-manager with Mr. W. Mcintyre, 
who had been managing the lumberyard. 

Tn 1936, under the management of Mr. Oswald 
Umari, a new store was built on the site the pres- 
ent store now occupies. Mr. Ike Kaila followed 
‘Mr. Umarl as manager and under the guidance 
of Mr. Kalla the association had an era of expan- 
sion and by 1950 the business departments con- 
sisted of groceries, meat, dry goods, hardware, 
lumber, garage machinery, feed and seed mill, 
trucking, petroleum and lockers. The Associa- 
tion was doing about $500,000.00 volume of 
business a year and was regarded as one of the 
better co-operatives in the Province of Alberta. 
Records are not available from 1936 to 1950, but 
there was quite an era of expansion and the 
volume Increased by leaps and bounds. 
However, one director stated that the entire 
volume ot business in 1945 had been Jess than 
$100,000.00. 

Tn 1950, Mr. Kaila left the Association and W. 
G. McAndrews took over as general manager. 
Due to the heavy expansion program, increase in 
inventories, personnel, etc., the Association 
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found itself in an embarrassing financial posi- 
tion. The board of directors at this time decided 
to cut back on some of their departments until a 
stable financial position could be established. 
The petroleum and garage business was dis- 
posed of and a campaign to raise new share 
capital was embarked upon. 

‘A quota of $20,000 was set, but only about $9,- 
000 of this was raised. With this new share 
capital and loyal support from the members, 
business continued to increase and by the end of 
1955 the current liability to current assets ratio, 
which in 1950 was in a bad position at 1.1, was 
back to a very healthy position of almost d to 1. 
Total volume was still about the half million 
dollar mark, but the Association had two 
departments less than in 1950, namely the 
petroleum and the garage. 

Fertilizer sales were added to the business in 
11956 and have continued to increase each year 
since. Sale of the garage and implement parts 
business (at a severe loss) and retirement from 
the retail sale of ofl and gasoline followed in 
short order. 

Tn the meantime Mr. McIntyre had left for 
another position and “Red” McAndrews was left 
in sole possession of the post of manager of the 
entire Association. Fire destroyed the main store 
and its contents on the night of November 13, 
1957, and at first it looked almost hopeless to try 
to finance a new operation. However, the board 
entered into an agreement with ‘the Atlas 














Lumber Company (now Revelstoke Sawmills 
Ltd.) whereby the Atlas bought the Co-op lumber 
yard and after this Co-op was back in business in 
groceries, meat, and some dry goods, the new 
Store being officially opened on September 5, 
1958. 

‘The new era of prosperity which seemed to 
have begun was interrupted by another major 
fire in the spring of 1961 which destroyed the old 
feedmill. This meant a further expenditure of 
capital when it was decided to rebuild on the 
present site of the feedmill. The new feedmill 
began operations in June of 1961. During 1962 
new fertilizer storage sheds were bullt and with 
our new premises the total Association sales in 
11962 were $960,000 with a total savings of $43,000, 

A membership meeting held on November 10, 
1971 approved the renovation of the main store 
and the construction of a new hardware — home 
furnishings center. This work was carried out 
through the winter and on April 20, 1972 the of- 
ficial opening of the new center was held and Mr. 
Fritz Kinna. the first president and charter 
member of the Association cut the ribbon and 
declared the new center officially open. 

‘Mr. McAndrews served as manager of the 
Association from 1950 until he resigned on 
August 12, 1967. Mr. Oliver Stopsen was then 
chosen as ‘manager and served in this position 
until November 1, 1973, when he was succeeded 
by Mr. Morley Couling. 

These remarks out of the past constitute a 
brief review of how the Eckville Co-operative 
Association Limited made its first steps up a 
path leading from its first retail outlet in the 
building now occupied by the J and K Foods store 
with their first six months of business realizing a 
profit of $71.00 to its present modern facilities 
and a volume of business rising from $677,000 in 
1966 to $1,242,000 in 1971, and a still higher figure 
(of $2,300,000 in 1975. 

Many people have served on the Eckville Co- 
operative Association’s board of directors, All of 
them have so contributed to community welfare 
in this and other ways that thelr names have 
become familiar to us. People like C. Gustavson, 
H. Motus, H. Talson, John Saari, H. Lapp, H. 
Kingsep, J. D. Phillips, R. Sestrap, J. Lundberg, 
A.B. Koski, A. Liivam, W. Burns, J. Caton, E. T. 
Erickson, Bill Smith, F. Andrew, C. Raabis and 
many others, 


‘THE ECKVILLE MUTUAL TELEPHONE 

The Eckville Mutual Telephone Central 
served several subsidiary lines surrounding the 
village. These party lines each served an area of 
approximately 20 square miles. Such a telephone 
network served an area south and east of 
Eckville in the Benalto district. This was mostly 
a Finnish settlement. Persons wishing to join 
were charged $118.65, later lowered to $100 per 
membership, which sum paid for the construc- 
ton of a line to the homes. Members paid 25 
cents per month above the long distance 

















charges. Each member had his own signal ring 
which was heard throughout in each home. 

Poles were assessed at $1.75 each. A two-wire 
system was strung, but proved unsatisfactory. 
‘The second wire was eventually sold to the 
United Grain Growers Elevator Co, at Kootuk 
for a stretch of one and a half miles of line. Wire 
‘was sold for $27 and insulators at 10 cents aplece. 

When it became necessary to replace four 
poles at two railroad crossings, Mr. John 
Heikkinen agreed to supply these for the grand 
total of $11. Poles were to be tamaracks 34 fect 
Jong and not less than six inches in diameter at 
the top; the used poles sold at $1.30 each. 

‘The treasury seldom had a large sum of 
money, as witness the treasurer's report of $3.20 
and $1.30 on two occasions. 

Considerable friction was aroused by the fact 
that in case of emergency it was impossible to 
reach Eckville Central on Sundays and holidays 
except from 10:00 a.m. until noon. 

In 1938, following the advent of the Calgary 
Power line which caused interference it was 
decided to sever the line to Eckville Central and 
members maintained the line between 
themselves. Lines were strung, avoiding the 
power line, and sometimes using insulators on 
fence posts to carry the wires. 

‘Meetings throughout the period from 1919 to 
1938 were held and the minutes were recorded in 
the Finnish language. The following are 
translations of thelr organizational and final 
meetings. 








Evelyn Andrew on the switchboard of the Eckville Mutual 
‘Telephone Associaton 


Minutes of the organizational meeting of the 
Eckville Mutual Telephone Association held at 
the home of Herman Talson December 7, 1919, 
for the purpose of discussing and resolving 
matters concerning the Association. 





1. The meeting was called to order by Henry 
‘Talson, He explained the purpose of this meeting 
and suggested officers be elected to represent 
this telephone association. 

2. Officers elected were the following: Chair- 
man — Henry Talson, Secretary — Frank 
Nikkola, Treasurer — Abram Huhtala, 

3. The drafting committee for the con- 
stitution: Alexander Hietala, John Heikkinen, 
and Henry Talson, 

4, Executive Committee — Abram Huhtala, 
Henry Talson and Frank Nikkola. 

5, Henry Talson was unanimously chosen as a 
representative to the Eckville Mutual Telephone 
Association. 

6, Following a discussion, it was decided that 
new telephone poles be installed. These were to 
be ready by August 1, 1920; also that a two-line 
system would be strung at this time. 

7. A discussion arose as to whether more 
members would be accepted into our associa. 
tion. It was decided that membership be limited 
10 15, 

8, The meeting was notified that the following 
persons had applied for membership: G.N. 
Barhan, Buchanan, and Kinna, Weeks, and 
George Gilpatrick. 

9. The following applications were accepted: 
G.N. Barhan, Buchanan, and Kinna. Mr. Weeks 
‘was rejected because of the distance to his home. 
George Gilpatrick’s application was tabled. 

10, The secretary was authorized to purchase 
a minute book at the association's expense. 
Meeting adjourned, Frank Nikkola, Sect., H 
Talson, Chairman, Last Recorded Minutes. 

‘Minutes of Telephone Association meeting 
held at the Young Peoples Hall on June 19, 1938. 

1. The meeting was called to order by the 
chairman Henry Talson. Undersigned acted as 
secretary. 

2, The minutes of the last meeting were 
accepted as read. 

3. The former executive committee were 
unanimously re-elected. 

4, A discussion arose as to what action should 
be taken regarding our telephone system. It was 
mutually agreed to repair the line for members’ 
use between themselves, the system to be di 
connected from the Eckville exchange by sever- 
Ing the line west on Henry Hietala’s. David 
Hietala volunteered to cut these wires. 

5. Ray Niemela and David Hietala each 
volunteered to repair thelr share of the line, 

6, Members agreed that payments to the 
Eekville exchange be withheld from the time 
Calgary power line was activated, due to in- 
terference. 

Meeting adjourned. Eli Nikkola, Secretary. 














ECKVILLE BUSINESSMEN 

In the compiling of this history book of 
Eckville and district, many former residents will 
have been overlooked or we have been unable to 
contact them or thelr families. 


Some come to mind when thinking of some 
early business people. Creamery: (Pallisen) 
Pete, E. W. Taylor, Henry Hansen, John Platon, 
Patchett, Bill Morris and it was during Bill's 
time that the C.A.D.P. bought out the Palliser 
Creamery. 

Early hoteliers were Jack Coglan, Harry 
Lowe, Bert Thompson, B. Dennett, Bill Marsh, 
G. D'Amico and presently V. Clancy. 

Walter Herring, Sr. was secretary of the 
school while living in town. He previously 
farmed in the Evergreen district. He was known 
for his good penmanship. He left when his health 
started to fail, to make his home with his son 
Walter in Saskatchewan where he Is buried. 

In the garage business was Fred Isaacson. 
His bullding was on the east side of main street. 
‘This burned down in the fire of August, 1928. 
Other garage operators were Art Garries, Sid 
Paston, Larry Knudsen and Nick Sherba. 

We ‘also had two butcher shops other than 
those connected with the grocery stores. Jack 
Bromling opened one in the old Bank of 
Commerce building. He had a niece, Bessie 
Bromling (Nelson), who kept the customers 
smiling with the humorous cartoons she was 
noted for drawing. Chris Baker also had a meat 
market on the east side of main street but at a 
later time than Jack. 

Dan Clausen, our congenial postmaster for 
many years, was a diligent community worker, 
too. The family consisted of three children; 
Edgar, Richard (Dick) and Bertha. They were 
very musical and had a dance orchestra at one 
time. 

An early grain buyer was Fred Heimbecker. 
He and his wife were well known for their 
hospitality. They had six children: Margaret, 
George, Albert, Lyle, Edith and Jack. 

We had two Jackson's here at one time, both 
bachelors. One a grocery store owner. The other, 
Ernest Jackson, the baker. His sisters, Mrs. 
Snyder and Mrs. Cooper helped in the shop. He 
sold the business to M. A. Coppens. 

In the restaurant business we had a Mrs. 
Pearson, Mrs. Carter, Sam Lee (Chinese) and 
the old timers still remember “Happy”. 

‘The early blacksmiths were Harry Palmer, 
Bill McHatiie, Jules Selvais, Bill Litkala and 
Herb Riley. 

Pool hail and barber shop operators were 
Jack Coghlin, Bill Marks, Lance Rowett and 
Hans Rangen. 

Cobbler or shoe-maker in the early days was 
Bill Gillies and later Wally Pukk. 

The early druggists in the old building that 
was torn down to make way for the new Co-op 
hardware was Clare Crosby and W. E. Hayes. 
‘The post office at the time was housed in this 
building. Mr. Crosby had a Mrs. Roberts keeping 
house for him while here, she had two children, 
the boy Herchell. 

‘One of the early doctors was Percy Backus; 
from 1920-1924. He moved to Red Deer to practise 








and then to London, England for more education, 
Dr. and Mrs. Backus have two boys; Winston 
and Barrie. These boys are now in practise as 
‘M.D.'s; Barrie in Ponoka and Winston in Grande 
Prairie, Winston is also a member of the cabinet 
in the Provincial Legislature, 

Clarence Haven was the dray man delivering 
freight, etc. from the stations, both C.P.R. and 
C.N.R. He had a big friendly German Shepherd 
dog who would come in wherever Clarence 
stopped to deliver goods, jump on a chair, if one 
was available, and hold out his paw to shake, 

Imperial Oil agents were Von Holtum, Phil 
Laybourne, also a John Deere dealer — Mose 
Loewen. 

Veterinarians were: Dr. C. Speirs, 
Neufeld, Dr. Norman Guenther. 

Atlas Lumber managers were: August Harju, 
Bob Gish and Ted Hansen, 


Dr. James 





GOOD NEws! 


OUR REMARKABLE JANUARY HARNESS OFFERING 
HELD OVER FOR ANOTHER MONTH, 

POSITIVELY YOUR LAST OPPORTUNITY TO ‘TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF ‘THE. SEASON'S GREATEST HARNESS 
VALUE. 





LOOK THESE OVER! 


ROY{L, HARNESS-A surdy "Glen Grin” proucon, with 





ROYAL HARNESS, 
REGAL HARNESS, shove but with he pur 
Zinch 2 ply tae ssshowain et ievccaee B37 2S 





ERIS Saas reins Mr ae 


‘ORDER NOW! 


GREAT WEST SADDLERY COMPANY Li 























ECKO THEATRE 


‘THE BEST SMALL TOWN THEATRE IN THE WEST 
and 


ECKVILLE BAKERY 


“YOUR TOME TOWN FIRST” 


ECKVILLE, ALBERTA 









ome & Industrial 
‘Bletrieal 
‘Fixtures 


KINNA 
ELECTRIC 


‘PHONE 28 
EOKVILLE, ALBERTA 






















[aTRUCK 
“REPAIRS 








(CAR and TRACTOR 
Bieotrie and Acetylene 
Welding. 


EAST 
ECKVILLE 








-— 
| J. A.BUSSLINGER 


‘MASSEY—HARRIS. 
PAEM MACHINERY 


pps rie 
Sturdie Oils and 


Greases 








PHONE 24 


ECKVILLE 
ALBERTA 





———! 




















BORE. ‘ We H. RILEY | 
EASTMAN “ae gig easter 


INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER 





— 
BLACKSMITH 





\ 
\ 
wane ‘QUALITY PRODUCTS | | Metone-socvenng 
SALES and SERVICE RLEOTMIG and ACETYLENE 
‘McoOL1, FEONTENAG O13 and OREASES “DING 
PHONE 122 ORVILLE, ALBERTA Bonviti ALBERTA 





‘THESE ARE “GOOD SHOES” | 
: PLEASE GIVE THEM # ¥ 
Goop CARE... . 






















|—Serape all manure from soles 
‘and uppers é 


© 2-wash them at least once a; 
week with warm water. 















1~Dry shoes for shout one hour | When leather is burnt, it cracks 








6 00t place ear sows or | | andots.. so, when shows are | 
re) i weet, please keep away from i 
treme th “Warm | ‘cessive heat (auch a8 stoves | 
PU Riowernderoror ¢ or loca : 
| S Never grease with lard. * At shoes are 
{0 be worm. around the bar, H 
{Insist on purchasing shoes made i : 





with “Retan” Upper Leather. 
| CANADA WEST SHOE MFG. © | 
Co. LID. i 





260 Fort St, 








We guarantee this pair of shees to give geed wear; cherie the purchaser 


will be entilled to a voftend or a new paix of shes 
We cannot cert respensliy fin inhraper greasing ex premature wcaring of the lather eed by 
manure on acid excessive fcrypiralicn, accidents ov elher eases legend car centred 

Sn Witness Whereot, se Corporation hes caused hs guarantee to be signed by its daly 
authorized officers and te be sealed with the Seal of he Cexperatien 


Doel tis ay of } CANADA WEST SHOE Mrc.Co.,LtD. 


ae Ba ttIorravh 


Sym 
























CLASS “co” 


Membership Certificate 
People’s Homie Library” has been adopted as the “Official 
Report” of The International People’s Aid Association and that 


‘This CERTIFIES that “The 
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is hereby enrolled as a member of said Association and is entitled for five years to absolutely 

free consultation with Dr. W. C. Fair, V. S., concerning the diseases, symptoms, treatment, 

breeding or feeding of any lve stock owned by himself or any member of his family. 

THE INTERNATIONAL PEOPLE'S AID ASSOCIATION. 
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JOHN DEERE 
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Repairs and Service 
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AT LAST! 

The People are 
commencing to see 
the “Economic” 
Light 


. They are learning 
that the solution to 
FULL PRODUCTION 
fe 


or 
FULL CONSUMPTION 
results only from 
FULL CO-OPERATION 
BETWEEN MANAGE. 
‘MENT and LABOUR ... 
both recognizing each 
others value and both 
working in each others 
interests... Under a 
system of 
PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 
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FREE BUYING 


' SELLING 
4... Free trom Monopoly. 
' FRIEND 
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"H.W. MURPHY, Auctioneer 
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HISTORY OF ECKVILLE SCHOOL 

Eckville School had its beginning at the site of 
“Old Eckville”. Mr. A. E. T. Eckford was the 
owner of the land on which the town was 
situated. The name Eckville preserved his 
name. The agitation to establish a school when 
there were enough children in the settlement 
took definite form. ‘The first meeting of the 
elected board of Eckville School District No. 
1459, was held on March 29, 1906 at the Eckville 
Post Office. The late Charlie Kasper was elected 
chairman. Mr. J. H. Killick was elected 
secretary-treasurer. Another member was W. 
W. Gasgarth. That same spring, debentures for 
$800 were sold and the school was bullt west of 
the river on the land then owned by E. E. Ran- 
all, later the L. Kingsep farm, and now owned 
by ‘Bill Elluk. Miss A. Fenerty, from the 
Maritimes, was the first teacher. Her salary was 
set at $50 per month. She boarded with Mrs. 
Killick. The school opened with the fall term of 
1906, Other early teachers were: Amy Richard 
son, who stayed with the Eckfords, Agnes Hamp- 
ton, Miss McMann, who boarded with the 
Maichetts, and Emma Goodmunson who later 
became Mrs. Art Kinna, 










































Eckyille School atthe ol site about 1908, Otis Kasper, 2, Esketin 
boy, Ernest Koski, Henry Lingen, Elno Kasper, Ellen and Hilda 
Esklin, Jenny and Mildred Olsen Lily Hil, Manda Moro, All 
Kasper, Ma Koski, Hilla Helkkia, and on horseback Theresa 
Brown, 





In 1920, the original school building was sola 
to St. Paul's Presbyterian Church for the sum of 
$200. It was moved into town from its location, 
one mile north, and relocated where the 
Presbyterian Church still stands. (1) 

On May 30, 1921 the residents of Eckville 
signed a petition to have Eckville declared a 
hamlet. This carried because of the consolidated 
school. ‘The club room of the curling rink was 
used for school rooms until a new school was 
built. For this, the school board paid part of the 
cost of a new floor. As well, inthe later 1920's the 
old school building purchased by the church, was 
once again used as a temporary classroom. The 
rent for use of the Presbyterian Church was set 



































Eckvlle School 1921. Top: John Maki, Hija Hil, Selma Kemia, 
Dora Gillis, Hija Maki, Florence Aho, Besse Bromling, Elec 
Toivanen, Second: Eino Kasper, Richard Clausen, Evie Sestrap, 
Lempi Hil, Nita Low, Mary Elson, Laimi Hil, Ada Toivanen, 
Mary Kanga, Hilma Hietal. Third: Kathy Herring, Lily Kikenen, 
Brugo Kut, Arthur Garris, Alex Orr, Howard Smith, Ernie Kost, 
Evelyn Spurgeon, Fanny Hictals, Rachael! Aho, Seni Kemi, Ross 
Hansen, Lise Lindberg. Fourth: Oke Lundbers, Oscar Motus, 
edgar Clausen, Behl Lundberg, Teddy Rogers, Alfred Molander, 














School Clas at the old Presbyterian Church in 1929, Back row: 
Left to right: David Matheson, Donald Matheson, Bill Lutz, Reino 
Maki, Jim Merriman, Tran Kinsep, Allan Mack, Agnes Gustav 
son, Volt Kingsep, Mary Selva. Second row: Ray Mali, Marjorie 
Lingre, Marie Lingren, Donald MeDosald, Cts Broming, Sena 
Cowan, Helen Molander, Lela Salo, Dorothy Gish, Front row: 
Dorothy Toivanen, Bob Umar, Stanley Leavey, Ray Kasper 
Emest Johnson, Jack Goldfinc, Isabel Merrimen, Bob Cowan, 
Phyllis McDonald 


at $75 per year. In June, 1938 the rent was raised 
to $100 per year. Some of the teachers of the 
1920's and 1930's were: Gladys Jones, Ena Paul, 
Henry Ludwig, Laura Byers, Lydia Linitsky, E. 
Baldwin, M. McKinnon, Ruth Craig, Benjamin 
Upshaw, John Benjamin Scott, Margaret Gar- 
diner, Catherine Farries, Ado’ Tipman and J. 











Grace Garries, Fina Koski, Martha Hubtala, May MeNell, Eth 
Herring. Fifth Calvin Bromling, Albert Molander, Emil Kult, Uno 
‘Sestrap, Charles Giles, Annie Koski, ly Lingzen, 

Margaret Heimbecke, Bertha Cause, Evelyn 
Harry McGibbon, Arvo Sesirap, Barry Armstrong, Bll Armstrong, 
Miss Ida Thompson, (Teacher), Mr. Henry Ludvig Principal 
Bottom: Elmer Kemila, Ranner’ Maki, Harold Molander, Arthut 
Koshi, Hershal Roberts, Alfred Isaasoa, Unknown fot believed t0 
‘be Bl ils), Eres Totvanen, 








Henley-Lewis. A. W. Harju was treasurer in 1928 
and in 1929 Mrs. Ruth Lundberg assumed this 
job. 

‘The early school days were not totally without 

Ina letter from Archie Litt’s memories of 
November 15, 1971 we read, ‘‘The box socials 
were great, the gals would pack the 
refreshments, and the young bucks would bid on 
them at auction. Some good looking school 
teachers would raise bids up to $15 or $20 which 
was real money then — especially in the scarcity 
of that particular commodity. If the boys were 
wise to anyone who was after any particular gal, 
they thoroughly enjoyed bidding them up.” (2.), 

During these early years, students from out- 
side the Eckville School district were permitted 
to attend Eckville School to get their high school. 
‘Tuition was set at $3 per month. This was paid 
either by parents or by thelr local school district 
if so authorized. 

‘On July 14, 1938 an ad was put in a Calgary 
paper to sell debentures for $5,500 in order to 
borrow enough money to bulld a new school. This 
building stands yet as the north end of a present 
Junior-Senior High School complex. Mrs. Agnes 
Cowen acted as Secretary of the Eckville School 
District for many years. 

September 14, 1940, the largest School Fair 
was held with 1,613 entries. Ewart McDonald 
won the scholarships with 126 points. Elste Kult 
of Shady Lane won the girl's scholarship with 91 
points. 

















Back row: left to right, Phylis McDonald, Selina Cowan, Mary 
Selvas, Elsie Molander, Leitha Zaleski, Lily Holmen, Josephine 
Coutts, Lucile Greenman, Agnes Luba, Agnes Gustavson, Marjorie 
Lingren, Alberta Coutts, Marie Lingren, Albert Lut im Wan Slyke, 
Roy Schey, Second row: Joe Shipplt, Robert Lange, Frank Zale 

Jenny Lingren, Helen Jokinen, Myla Hoglund, Midted Umar, Pat 
Freeman, Freda Schuneman,’ Helle Maki, Irene Doty, Linnes 
‘Molander, Ellen ‘Barlund, Ruth Barnet, “Hope Smith, Mandl 
Barlund, Olga Maki, Lit Doty, Reino Sestrap, Ralph Kingsep, 
Alfred Kinna, Third row: Ray Maki, Morris Cros, Edwin Johason, 
Sally Salo, Hazel Lewis, Isbel Merrnan, Dorothy Gish, Aung 
Elson, Violet Kingsep, Dora MeNiel, Lalla Silo, Ernest Johnson, 














In 1946, the village started collecting the 
school taxes. Previously it was done by the local 
school board. The next change was the organiza 
tion of the Lacombe School Division No 56 on 
January 1, 1947. Due to the shortage of teachers, 
several neighboring districts had been placed 
under the charge of correspondence supervisors. 
‘The school term 1948-49 saw the Inclusion of 
Eckville School District into the Lacombe School 
Division No. 56. Centralization continued to be 
‘the dominant theme throughout the early 1950's 
due to teacher shortage and improved school 
facilities. Many stormy meetings were held 
between local district boards and members of 
the Lacombe Diviston. Local districts that final- 
ly were included in the Eckville centralization 
program were: Estonian, Andrew, Benjamin, 
Medicine Valley, Wolfe, Saima and Blue Bell. 
‘About this time the Home Economies and Shop 
Programs were offered as part of the Curricu: 
tum. 














e Home and School Association was 


organized in about 1950. It was very active in 
supporting school programs and projects. Driver 
Education was one of the topics initiated by Mrs, 
Olga Stenvig. This brief was presented to the 
Provincial Government. This has been realized 
and has become part of the High School Program 
now, Bill Rothwell, as well as others, served as 








‘Raymond Lindquest, Stanley Leavesty, Jack Goldfinch, Unknowa, 
Elmer Johnson, Wilbur Lindquest, Bob Cowan, Jim Merriman, 
Oto Hltala, Helen Molander, Syivia Gish, For row: Charlie 
Kasper, Wilber Umai, Reino Maki, Tay Tolvanven, Elda Lewis, Elsie 
Johnson, Marie MeDonel, ean Luts Jean Morn, Molly Swanson, 
Fema MeNil, Miss Ruth Crag, Mr. E. Balvin, Miss Margret 
MeKianon, Violet Hitola, Dorothy Johnson, Gwen Stackhouse, 
Dorothy Toivanen, Waldemar Kinna, Ray Moris, Alfred (Bud) 
MeNiel. Front row: Harvey Cross, Ewart. McDonald, Donald 
‘MeDonald, Bob Umari, Russe! Havers, Alan Macky, Ivan King, 
Donald Coutts, Edvin Herbert, Bil McDonell, Donald Herbert 
Ray Kasper, Fred Molander, unknowa, Alan Herbert, Vener Elson, 


President. This group disbanded in 1968 due to 

lack of support of parents. Through the years 

Eckville High School hada Glee Club under 

Marge Lazzer; also the band grew under the 
ction of Mr. Barrigan. 


‘The Eckford Trophy was set up in 1953. The 
letters leading to this follow. Since the awarding 
of this coveted award each year, several other 
awards have been set up. The list is included. 





No.1 
Granthums Landing B.C, 

14:10:52 

‘To: Mr. Eldon Bliss, Principal 

Eckville School 

I wonder if it would meet with your approval 
and if there would be a place in your school work, 
educational or sports, for a small trophy or cup? 
You see, it was fifty years ago this past summer 
that I took up a homestead on land that was a few 
years later, the site of “Old Eckville.”” 

Lhave pleasant memories of those early days 
and would like to leave some small 
rememberance. Our two older boys, born while 
we lived on the farm, were not of school age 
when we left Eckville district for the coast in 
Dec. 1918 but I have always been interested in 
young people — thelr work and play, 








No. 2 
Eckville, December 31, 1952 
‘To: Mr. Arthur E. T. Eckford 

Granthums Landing B.C. 

I feel that it is most fitting that a trophy be 
offered for annual competition by the founder of 
this town, and so I heartily accept your sugges- 
tlon. I suggest, and I know that the students here 
will feel, that such a trophy, no matter what its 
actual monetary value, should be the most 
highly prized award in the school. Therefore, I 
would like to recommend that your contribution 
take the form of a trophy to be awarded annually 
to the student who contributes the most to the life 
of the school while in attendance at this High 
School. That would mean that the award would 
go to the Grade Twelve student who, from Grade 
X to Grade XII was the outstanding student 
scholastically, athletically, and executively. 
‘Such an award would not go toa student who was 
an outstanding scholar but contributed nothing 
to the life of the school in the way of Athletics or 
Student Union representation. Similarly it would 
not go to a student who is an outstanding athlete 
and Student’s Union representative but a poor 
scholar. 

In my opinion, such a trophy should remain in 
the school and have a base sufficiently large so 
that each year the name of the winning student 
could be aifixed to it, engraved on a small silver 
shield. 

L might also suggest that the trophy be one of 
the “statue” type rather than of the “cup” type. 
In my opinion the inscription should read 
something as follows: 

‘The ARTHUR E. 'T. ECKFORD Trophy 

‘Awarded annually to the 
Eckville Student 
Who has contributed the most to 
his school in the academic, athletic 
and executive fields 








8:1:53 
Granthums Landing B.C, 
‘To: Mr. Eldon Bitss, Principal 

Eckville School 

Dear Mr. Bliss 

Many thanks for your letter of Dec. 3ist. 1 
should apologize for having written to you at 
such a busy time, but mine was really a much 
delayed letter — put off from time to time during 
the past year. I was really a bit doubtful as to 
how you would receive my suggestion of a 
trophy. Now that I have your kind letter — and 
your acceptance, it was quite a relief! I will do 
my best to find something suitable for such an 
outstanding award. 
AWARDS IN ECKVILLE SCHOOL 

Students require incentive, encouragement 
and recognition in their growth toward adult 
maturity. Recognition of this fact has led to the 
establishment of a number of trophies and 
awards that are presented to deserving students 
each year. Most of these trophies and awards are 
kept on display in the school, 











A, Eckford Trophy — This trophy is to be 
awarded to the grade 12 student who has con- 
tributed the most to the school in his or her 
school career. The student must be outstanding 
scholastically, athletically, and executively. The 
candidate is chosen by a’vote of the grade 12 
class with the principal and staff making the 
final decision. This trophy is presented at the 
Graduation Exercises. 

B. Athletic Trophies (Presented at the 
Graduation Exercises). 1. Most Valuable Athlete 
Awards — presented by Dave and Mona 
Beckman. One trophy is awarded to the top girl 
athlete and one is awarded to the top boy athlete 
in Eckville High School. The candidates eligible 
for this award must participate in a number of 
sports, demonstrate good sportsmanship and 
help create good school spirit. This award may 
be won only once by a given student. The 
students in High School select three boys and 
three girls as a nominees for the trophies and the 
coaches and Phy. Ed. teachers are to make the 
final choice. 2. Eekville High School Co-op 
Bonspiel Champions — This award is given to the 
best High School rink. 3. Eckville High School 
League Champions — ‘This award is given to the 
best High School rink if in Eckville High School 
there is a High School Curling League. 4. 
McDonald Trophy (Junior Athlete) — This 
trophy is awarded to the most outstanding boy or 
girl athlete in the Junior High School. The can- 
didate is selected by coaches and Phys. Ed, 
teachers. 5. Weikum Trophy — This trophy is 
awarded by coaches and Phys. Ed. teachers to 
the top athlete from grade 1-12. The candidate 
must posses leadership qualities and must be of 
good character. (Staff reserves right not to 
award this trophy). 

C. Academic Awards (Presented at the 
Graduation Exercises). 1. Academic Award — 
Grade 10 (H. N. Anderson). 2. Academic Award 
— Grade 11 (T. H. Curran). 3. Academic Award 
= Grade 12 (Home and School Association). 
Each of the above awards is presented to the stu- 
dent with the highest academic average in each 
grade. (Note: The H and S also presents the 
Valedictorian in Grade 12 with a cheque.) 4. 
Legion Award — This is a cash award given to 
the diploma student in grade 12 with the highest 
average. 5. A. T. A. Honor Pins — The Lacombe 
Local of the A. T. A. presents honor pins to all 
honor students in grades 9 and 12 and to the top 
honor student in grades 10 and 11, 6, Eckville 
Junior High School Award for Academic 
Achievement — The name of the top boy student 
in each of grades 7, 8, and 9 Is engraved on one 
plaque and the name of the top girl student in 
each of grades 7, 8, and 9 is engraved on another 
plaque. 7. Catholic Women’s League Award — 
‘The grade 9 boy with the highest average and the 
grade 9 girl with the highest average each 
presented with a $25 award. 

D. Queen of Hearts. 1. Queen of Hearts Plaque 
— The Senior High Student Union has the name 


























of the Queen of Hearts engraved on a plaque 
which is kept in the school, The Queen of Hearts, 
who Is a grade 12 girl, is selected by vote of the 
high school students and is traditionally crowned 
by the previous year’s Queen as part of the 
Queen of Hearts program. 2. Queen of Hearts 
Locket — The H and S Association presents a 
locket to the Queen of Hearts each year. 

E. Senior High Students Union Awards 
(Presented at the Graduation Exercises). 1. 
Senior High Student Union Pins — The Senior 
High Students Union presents Student Union 
Pins to each of the Student Union Officers (Pres., 
Vice-pres., Sec. Treas.; Social Convenor, Ways 
and Mean Convenor, Boy’s Sports Rep.; Girl's 
Sports Rep. and Room Representatives.) 2. Year 
Book Editor Pin — The Senior High ‘Students 
‘Union presents the Year Book Editor with a pin 
each year. 

F, Junior High Student Union Pins — The 
Junior High Students Union presents pins to each 
of the Student Union Officers. 

In 1959 a new addition was built onto the old 
High School to accommodate the Junior-High 
and Senior-High population. As well, a gym- 
naslum was constructed. The school population 
from Grades 1-12 were now housed in one joining 
unit. 

Lacombe School Division No. 56 changed to 
County of Lacombe No. 14 effective January, 
1961. By this legislation, Eckville school and dis” 
trict had coterminous boundaries for school ad- 
ministration. Financial matters were now 
handled by one administration body instead of 
two separate units. 

In 1961, a parcel of land was purchased from 
L. Kingsep. A new six-room school was built on 
this property to house Grades 13. This move 
resolved the problem of over-crowding found in 
the one school unit, In 1970, the new addition — 
four classrooms, library and offices plus a gym: 
naslum were added to’ the original elementary 
school at a cost of $213,000. This unit now accom: 
modated Grades 1-6. The other unit is used for 
Grades 7-12. In 1977-78, Eckville Schools (Grades 
112) have ‘a student population of about 465, 
students and has 24 teachers. Secretarial ser- 
vies are provided by Mrs. Laura Sambrook. 
Mrs. S. Haglund and Mrs. B. Wyzykoski are 
‘Teacher Aides. 

‘The High School has an annual formal affair 
called the Queen of Hearts, which is held in 
February. Grade 12 girls who have been chosen 
through the years are: 1961 — Tiuu Koppel, 1962 
— Nora Sambrooke, 1963 — Beverly Anderson, 
1964 — Anna Haapala, 1965 — Patricla Dann, 
1966 — Frances Frid, 1967 — Muriel Fiss, 1968 — 
Isabel Smith, 1969 — Janice Matthews, 1970 — 
Joanne Erickson, 1971 — Jean Erickson, 1972 — 
‘Mary Ann Waisanen, 1973 — Ann Kasha, 1974 — 
Pat Purnell, 1975 — Debbie French, 1976 — Gwen 
Erickson and 1977 — Sandra Taylor. Graduation 
Banquet and Exercises are held in early June of 
each year. The Elementary School has an annual 




















Christmas and Spring Program. In addition to 
this, the track meet is held in the spring. For the 
last four years, this school has been involved in 
two E.O.F. projects — one in reading improve. 
ment and the other dealing with leisure time. 
‘Many parents have helped with teaching crafts 
to these young people. 

Some of the names of teachers who have 
spent many years or several years serving the 
Eckville School are: Eldon Bliss, Mr. Inman, B. 
Curran, Henry Anderson, Marge Lazzer, Lynne 
and Harry Densmore, Steve and Berdu Peta, 
Dorothy Lawton, Gertie McDonald, Jim 
Keegstra, A. Ralph, Mrs, H. Terry and the pre- 
sent High School Principal, Ed Olsen. Elemen- 
tary school teachers who have taught here or are 
teaching now include: Mrs. E. Morrisey, Miss E. 
Graves, Mrs. D. Hoven, Mrs. M. Niemi, Mrs. M. 
Palm, Mrs. H. Rothwell, Mrs. M. Winn, Mrs. J 
Kasha, Mrs. M. Brososky, Mr. V. Angus, Mrs. C. 
Frostad, Mrs. G. McCann, Miss A. Coverdale 
and the present Principal of the Elementary 
School, Mr. J. Walker, 

(1) Files at’ the Eckville Town Office re 
Eckville’s 50th Anniversary. 

(2) letter to Eekville Town Office from Archie 
Litt. 























THE ECKVILLE AIRPORT — by Douglas 
Hawkes 

Previous to 1928, the federal government 
assumed responsibilities for the natural 
resources of Canada. The R.C.A.F. was engaged 
in fire observation for the foresis of the eastern 
watershed of the Rockies and their main airport 
for this was at High River. One day a flight would 
go south to the U.S.A. border with an emergency 
landing facility at Pincher Creek. The following 
day, the flight would be up to Rocky Mountain 
House with an emergency landing field on the 
north side of Eckville, where the Elementary 
School is now located. 

‘This was one of Canada’s first few airports! 
‘The only airman posted at Eckville was Corporal 
Stan Green. He remained for one summer to 
receive two flights for refueling. After the 
province took over the responsibility for natural 
resources, the airport was abandoned. 

Corporal Green went on to head the aviation 
section of the Southern Alberta Institute of 
Technology. In retirement he built a replica of 
the Bleriot aircraft which was the first aircraft 
type to fly over the English Channel. At the time 
of writing, he is building a replica of the Sepwith 
Triplane (single seat fighter circa 1916), at the 
Calgary Centennial Planetarium. 

Eckville was further identified with the 
R.C.A.F. with a camera installation for bombing 
exercises for the Service Flying Station at 
Penhold during World War II. 

During the early 1930's Earl C. (Rudy) Platt 
of Rimbey had a plane he brought to Eekville, on 
sports days, to provide rides to those daring 
enough to buy a ticket. There are various 














opinions as to the admission charged. He had a 
helper along who would take tickets and turn the 
propeller to start the motor. When the helper 
turned the propeller to compression he called 
“contact”, and the pilot turned on the ignition. 
Hopefully ‘the plane would start with the next 
‘turn of the propeller. 

Rudy was married to Edythe Andrew of the 
Gilby district. He lost his life in April, 1943, in a 
plane crash, while flying a load of fish from the 
far north, 

‘The pilot needed assistance to start the plane 
on one occasion, so Edgar Clausen, a Grade nine 
student in the Eckville school, had the privelege 
of leaving class to turn the propeller and pushing 
the plane, thus getting it started. It was 
sometimes necessary to push the plane across 
the field until it got enough momentum to get air- 
borne. 


‘THE ECKVILLE MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 
Early in the fall of 1934 a number of publi 
spirited citizens met in the Eckville Hall to dis 
cuss the need for a district hospital in Eckville. 
This original meeting was chaired by H. S. 
Mann. After considerable discussion, a com: 
mittee was formed, consisting of W. S. Tgnatlus, 
G. L. Caton, J. ‘Buresh, H. T. Arnold, J. 
Mullarkey, H.'B. Belt, F. Kina, J. Saari, with H 
S. Mann as secretary and O. M. Forhan as chair: 
man. A person-to-person canvas for funds was 
conducted, bringing in $321 in cash and $100 in 
promises. Due to poor crops in the area, very lit- 
tle was accomplished until the spring of 1936, at 
which time the original committee was dis- 
charged with thanks and an official board of 
managers was appointed. This board was made 
up of 0. M. Forhan, J. Saari, Dr. 8. M. Palmer, 
D, Clausen, G. L. Caton and E. 1. Erickson, with 
HLS. Mann as chairman. 
Their directive was “to get busy and do 
something.” The establishment of the Medleine 
Valley Community Hospital was officially un. 
derway! The “Jenkins house was purchased 
and opened as a hospital on September 1, 1937, 
‘The first month's operations were considered 
most satisfactory, with 119 patient days and a 
surplus of funds. The hospital operated until May 
16, 1988, when it was forced to close due to lack of 
funds. 

‘The hospital was again opened on October 15, 
1938 when Dr. Frank Coppock moved into town 
and set up a medical practice. Dr. Coppock was 
appointed Medical Superintendent in May, 1958. 

Tn April, 1943 the Minister of Health in- 
structed the Eckville Hospital Board to have a 
meeting with regard to building a new hospital 
The first hospital board members were: R. B. 
Gish, representing the Municipal District of 
Eckville; 0. Umari, representing the Municipal 
District of Lorne; A. E. Avery, representing the 
Municipal Distriet of Lochearn; Alec Duncan, 
representing the Municipal District of Golden 
West and J. Buresh, representing the Municipal 














































Fest Echille Hospital 


District of Raven. H. S. Mann was appointed 
secretary-treasurer. The purpose of the meeting 
Was to acquire the present Medicine Valley Com: 
munity Hospital and to purchase a suitable site 
to erect a 15-bed hospital. They also prepared a 
plebiscite to obtain authorization to borrow $42,- 
(000 by way of 20-year debentures at five percent 
interest. 

‘The plebiscite was held on August 5, 1943. 
Results of the vote were: For — 545; Against 
106; Spoiled — two; Total — 653. Percentage in 
favor — 83.6%, Walter Crouch of Condor was the 
Returning Officer. Ratepayers were to receive 
hospitalization for one dollar per day if they paid 
a hospital tax of $6 per quarter section of land 
per year. Non-ratepayers were to receive 
hospitalization for one dollar per day if they pald 
a yearly sum of $6 to the hospital. 

Eight acres of land was purchased on the west 
side of the village for $400 from Mr. W. H. Cowan. 
Walter Crouch was appointed the first auditor. 
Fred Moos drilled the well for the hospital in 
June, 1944. Contracts for the new hospital were 
awarded to General Construction, Morin Bros., 
Edmonton, whose bid was $27,500. Plumbing and 
heating contract was awarded to Locherbi and 
Hole, Edmonton, for $8,948.90. Meeres and Hicks 
of Red Deer contracted the electrical work for 
$3,105. Morin Bros. were given the contract to 
complete the east end of the basement of the new 
hospital for nurses’ quarters for $2,585. 

‘The old hospital building was sold to W. H. 
Cowan for $2,000 and was rented by the Board for 




















Eckyille Hospital. 



















$25 per month until the new hospital was ready. 
The funds from this sale went toward building of 
the nurses’ quarters in the basement of the new 
hospital. The Hospital Aid operated a booth at 
the Benalto Fair and donated their proceeds of 
$200 to the hospital. Mr. and Mrs. Guy Heath 
were appointed the first janitor and cook for the 
hospital. 

In 1949 supporters’ rates were: individual 
residents of the district — $12; family residents 
of the district — $16; individual non-residents of 
the district — $16; family non-residents of the 
district — $20. 

In 1947 the total operating cost was $28,466.40, 
with a patient day cost of $4.55. In 1977 the budget 
allowed $606,000, with a patient day cost of $93. 

‘The hospital land was annexed into the village 
of Eckville in April, 1949. 

In February, 1950, Dr. Frank Coppock 
proposed increased hospital accommodation by 
bullding a nurses’ residence to house 18 staff 
members. This would increase the hospital 
capacity by eight adult beds and four childrens’ 
beds. The board agreed and tenders were 
placed in January, 1951. The tender was awarded 
fo the Sandquist Construction of Red Deer at a 
cost of $56,463.10 

In July, 1953, a tender for the solarium to be 
bullt on the west end of the hospital was awarded 
to Frank Fernell of Red Deer at a cost of $6,- 
116,82. 

Minor structural alterations were made on 
the top floor of the hospital in April, 1968, but this 
did not reduce the number of beds. The Edmon- 
ton hospital planning authorities did not give any 
encouragement for a new hospital or any major 
changes to be done. 

In August, 1969, the Board met with Mr. Lang 
of the Associated Hospitals of Alberta, who was 
to assess the hospital. His survey here indicated 
several areas within the hospital which were 
totally inadequate and facilities poorly 
arranged. Currently the board is actively in- 
volved with essential upgrading of the hospital to 
present day safety standards at an approximate 
cost of $100,000. Looking Into the next five-year 
plan, a new hospital complex is expected. This 
‘would be a combination of extended care as well 
as active care hospital, 

Eckville Hospital Board Members past and 
present include: R. B. Gish, 1943-1948; 0. Umari, 
1943-1944; A. E. Avery, 1943-1945; Alec Duncan, 
1943-1946; J. Buresh, 1943-1946; Martin Stenvig, 
1944-1950; F, J. Pattison, 1945-1955; M. W. 
Resetz, 1946-2; W. T. Burns, 1946-1963; J. T. 
Marshall, 1948-1967; Mrs. Barbara Luomala, 
1950-1952; Herman Lapp, 1952-1967; Lloyd 
McNeil, March, 1963. to the present time; Henry 
Benecke, 1955-1971; Eldon Kinder, January 1966 
to the present time; Mrs. Evelyn Onofryszyn, 
1967 to the present time; Tom Forhan, 1968 to the 
present time; Alex Strem, 1971-1972; A. N, 
Hoven, July 1972 to the present time. 

Doctors serving the Eckville Hospital and 














District include: Dr. S. M, Palmer (deceased), 
Dr. Frank Coppock, 1938-1953 (deceased); Dr 
Brian Sproule; Dr. Ben Diin; Dr. Gordon Gibson 
(Eckville) July 1953 to 1966; Dr. Sydney Cookson 
(Sylvan Lake) August, 1963 to the present time; 
Dr. Peter Rowell (Sylvan Lake) July 1965 to 
1973; Dr. Robert Swain (Eckville) October 1965 
to 1975; Dr. Allen and Dr. David Ward; Dr. J.D. 
Binning (Sylvan Lake) 1973 to 1977 (deceased); 
Dr. John Bell (Eckville) 1975 to 1977; Dr. G. A. 
Gray (Eckville) 1975 and the practicing physi: 
cian at the present time; Dr. Inglis (Sylvan 
Lake), 197. 

Secretary-Treasurers and Administrators in- 

clude: H. S. Mann from the start of hospital for- 
mation until his retirement in October, 1947; 
D. Forgues, November 1947 to July 1948; D. L. 
Crocker, July 1948 to May 1950; R. C. Ives, June 
1950 to June 1966; Mrs. E. L. Yacooshin, July 
1966 to July 1968 (she was ‘the first woman 
secretary-treasurer); Mrs. H. Misner, August 
1968 to June 1969 (first woman administrator); J. 
H. Nickel, July 1969 to July 1976; G. K. Schmidt, 
October 1976 to the present time. 

Directors of Nursing in order of service in. 
clude: M. Greening, Alice Johnson, Ann Elliott, 



















































Mrs. Porter's Nursing Home, 1929-1981. Present residence of, 
Janet Hanford 

















Manor Hous, 








Barbara Luomala, Harriet Benson, Moneta 
Phalempin, Agnes Bardenhagen, Lila Bickford, 
and Agnes 'Bardenhagen. 

‘The Board started work on a 44-bed Senior 





1896 - 1953 
“Se long, Doc’ 


A host of friends, acqualntances, patients and busiess a 
foclates, not only within this dlatrit but throvshott the roy 
‘ce and Dominion to wome extent shared in the arlet which 
shrouded the Chrivtmas Sousoa for Dr. Prank Cirp0.k's ain 

"Tho Old Doc” or just “Doc” as he was best known to most 
of us through his many years of service to is neighbors, had 
‘become an integral part of telr liven Rich of poot, ol oF 
Young, tive born or newcomer, they were one and the s8me 
{o bin — people in need of help. Brom partoual experience be 
knew the strain of long hours of physieal labor, the absoace 
of material wealth, che struggle for nieces, the brutality of 
var and the suffering of pain — and thom thls knowleésw ho 
founted litle compared to the eatataction fie obtained. fom 
oing his job well and the best way be knew bow. 

‘True to the finest concepts of the traditional “country doc 
toe" Dr. Conpock was yet not conteat to coset slong oa. is 
reputation. To the best of hla ability he kept abreast of the 
Jatest advances, im medal sclence and this Knowledge vas 
laced at the service of hin pationte, Death was ix greatest 
fsemy and he fought i tenaciously on Bebalt of those la bis 
‘charge yet, when his pertonal fight was lot, he met it tla 
Maternity cases wore his mpecalty aad the wonder of birth 



































Citizen's Lodge in 1969 with approval in 1974. 
Construction by Bird Construction began in early 
1975, with completion in February 1976, 





To the Memory of 
Dr. Frank H. Coppock 


Whose Joy It Was to Serve 
His Fellow-man 


“He walked before the Lord in truth and 
with a perfect heart.”—IT Kings 20:3. 











Yombined to bim as fresh and miracslous a st had been in 

Mere words cannot in themselves plture the man who was 

‘our doctor" ~ his many, many eoateibutions to the community 
rateriaily through the modern office, the hort, the 7 
fs residence, the “ambulance” service and his yet unfilled 
‘ream .. Ue old folks bome; or Ris personal contebulins of 
elf through Mis sill ax a phyaican td advisor, Ke service 
‘a community organisations, ble active, earaest support of 18 
{hing which stood for a beter comunity and. better live 
‘conditions ot te residents 

1 ie indicative of De. Coppock that be di 
in the service of his felow men. It if 
Alociar passed away in the Respita whlch wae ble drsais, « 
few baby wttered ft fit ery. 

We do not tind it easy to sty "goodbye" to nach a men as 
Dr, Fran Coppock because, by Write of hla fonumerable co 
tributions to the general wellbeing ot the eomiautty, he hae 
Decome to all of tz not an lndiidaal but rather an ittation, 
fe ageless az the procens of life Stasi, 





























No, we cannot say “goodbye” to someone who will always be 





hoarts of those you served so well” 








Dr. Frank Coppock’s office, 1946, 


THE DOCTORS OF ECKVILLE — by Laura 
Marshall 

The first doctor to practice in the village of 
Eckville previous to 1920 was Dr. Evans, 
followed by Dr. McDonald, who stayed only a 
short time. Dr. Evans left Eckville to practice in 
Didsbury. The only information the writer has 
been able to unearth of Dr. Evansis that he had a 
son, Alfred, who taught school in Calgary. 

In 1920 Dr. Percy Backus opened a practice 
here and built the present residence of Roy 
Saari. It was home and office combined. Some 
minor surgery was perhaps performed, such as 
tonsilectomies, or lancing of an abcess. Perhaps 
even extracting a tooth occasionally. In 1924 Dr. 
Backus sold his practice to the late Dr. A. 
Sommerville. In 1931 Dr, Sommerville sold to Dr. 
Claxton and left for Toronto to take a course in 
Public Health, He later became the doctor in 
charge of the High River Public Health Unit. 
Following this he was deputy Minister of Health 
in the Aberhart Government. 

As his last patient from Eckville, Dr. Claxton 
performed an appendectomy on Mrs. Laura 
Marshall. He said good-bye to her in the Red 
Deer General Hospital. A Dr. Schreiber then 
practiced in Eckville for about a year. Then Dr. 
Palmer arrived to take over the medical needs of 
our community. He opened the Dr. Backus house 
as a hospital and Miss Jolly was the matron and 
nurse, helped with the cleaning and even worked 
in the garden when she found time. Ruby Land, 
now Mrs. Edward Mottus, was maid of all work 
and also the cook. The dining-room was turned 
into an operating room, if you can believe it! I 
think the maternity cases ‘were on the second 
floor. This being during the “dirty thirties” when 
there was no government health care programs, 
the hospital finally had to close down due to 
economic reasons, 

In 1938 Dr. Frank Coppock arrived in town. he 
at once rolled up his sleeves and told Dr. Palmer, 
who was residing in Eckville in the house that 
Jim Brown now lives in, “I’m opening up the 
hospital."’ He opened an office on Main Street but 
later moved his office into the residence now 
owned by the Pat Hovens and used this building 
until he built the present Eckville Clinic. 














After the death of Dr. Coppock in December 
of 1956 Dr. Gordon Gibson took over the practice 
He had been working with Dr. Coppock for some 
months previous to the death of Dr. Coppock. Dr. 
Gibson sold the practice to Dr. Bob Swain, who 
had come out from England to look the situation 
over in 1965. 

Much to the regret of all in the community, 
Dr. Swain left Eckville in 1974 and moved to 
British Columbia. Since then our medical needs 
have been attended to by a succession of doctors, 
some of whom have been here for only a very 
short time. These have included two Dr. Wards, 
Dr. Binning, Dr. Inglis, Dr. Bell and Dr. Gray: 


‘THE ECKVILLE CEMETERY 

In 1927, Charles Kasper donated three and a 
half acres of land for a cemetery site. This parcel 
of land is bordered on the north by the C. P. 
rallway and on the east by the Medicine River. A 
county road on the south side makes this a very 
suitable location for a cemetery. It is located on 
the SW 15-39-3-W5. 

‘The Knights of Pythias were very active in 
the district at the time. They had the land sur- 
veyed and registered as the Eckville Cemetery. 
‘The first burials in the cemetery were in 1928, be 
ing the bodies of Mrs. Jack Mackie, Jim 
Merriman Sr. and Charles Kasper, Sr. 

Two blocks had been surveyed. The first 
grave lots sold for $5 a lot. Laier three more 
Blocks were surveyed and these sold for $10 alot 
‘The third survey made brought the price of lots 
to the present price of $25. 

‘There have been 200 burials in the cemetery 
and 400 lots surveyed. 

Joe Marshall was the first secretary 
treasurer for the cemetery, and served in this 
capacity until his retirement in 1947. Ed Stopsen 
has been the secretary-treasurer and caretaker 
for the past 30 years, 

As one of their community projects over the 
years, the Country Ladies’ Aid purchased the 
cemetery sign and the wrought-iron gate and had 
them placed at the entrance to the cemetery. 

Burlals during the early years were often on 
the farms. As well, many people had purchased 
lots in the Kuusamo and Gilby cemeteries, and 
are buried there, Others have been taken to Red 

eer for burial. 


ECKVILLE BASEBALL — As Told to Sylvia 
‘Thorkman 

Baseball was a very active part of Eckville 
during the 1920's. The first baseball team 
recalled is a team coached by Bert Bertram. He 
‘was the section foreman on the CNR in Eckville 
at the time, They were in a league with Ponoka, 
Lacombe, Red Deer, Olds and Innisfail. The 
summer of 1922, they received the pennant in 
that Central Alberta league. Players recalled 
are: Bill Walker and Fred Hopper, who worked 
on the section; Perey McGill ‘and George 
Cummerford, from Leslieville; Grainger, from 
























vile Baseball Team. Back row: tke Kall, Mge. Don 
MeDonald, Charlie Philips, Wally Franks, John Philips, Bob 


‘Umar, Bil Dougls, Bil Hawkins. Front: Ted Hansen, Bert Cole, 
Bob Coughlin, Frank Stone, Roger Berlando, Dick Let. Not 
shown: Red McAndrew, Tom Forhan, Eme Oe, Howard Mallen, 
Jack Bardenhagen, Bernie Hanna, Ar Stone 





Red Deer; Homer Isaacson and Matt Kalaputas, 
local boys. Percy was an accountant in the 
Canada Bank of Commerce and Steiner Johnson 
from Sylvan Lake. Williams came from Oregon. 
He stayed with the Harper family, and had 
played pro ball. There were probably other 
players which cannot be recalled. 

During the years baseball went on and in 1936 
and 1939 another group of players grew up. They 
were coached by Mr. Biss from Sylvan Lake. Mr. 
Biss had played ball in the National League. He 
coached the Eckville players twice a week and 
Sundays, when they played teams exhibition 
games, like the House of Davids, the Zuloos from 
the U.S.A. teams named Cubans, Edmonton Car- 
dinals, Calgary Pucksters and Nacimine Miners, 
besides their league games. These players were: 
Fred and Ole Bardenhagen, Carl, Waldo and 
Arthur Raabis; Ray and Bill Tolvanen; Ralph 
Kingsep, Ray’ Morris, Bill Marks and Tom 
Forhan. 

‘There may be some names here which have 
not been recalled. 

During World War II baseball was at a 
standstill, but was resumed after the war. 





ECKVILLE BASEBALL FROM 1946 TO 1956 — 
by Don MeDonald 

Following the war, baseball was once again 
renewed, in the year 1946, A league was formed, 
consisting of teams from Nordegg, Rocky Moun: 
tain House, Eckville and Benalto. Some of 
Eckville’s senior players were Tom Forhan, Ole 
and Fred Bardenhagen, The younger ones were 
Charlie and John Phillips, “Bob Umari, Don 
McDonald and Jack Bardenhagen. In the finals, 
Nordegg played Eckville. Nordegg won, mostly 
because of thelr terrific fan support. 

In 1947 the Eckville team improved greatly, 
with Tke Kaila as manager and Tom Forhan as 
coach. The League expanded to two divisions, 
East and West, with Rocky Mountain House, 
Eckville, Bentley and Benaito in the west. Red 









Deer, Lacombe, Clive and Ponoka made up the 
East division. 

In 1948 baseball was still gaining popularity in 
town. Tke Kaila was still manager, assisted by 
Bill Marsh and coach Tom Forhan. On the year’s 
team the players were John and Charlie Phillips, 
Wally Franks (who had previously played in 
Nordegg). Howard Mullen, who played previous- 
ly for Benalto, along with Ted Hansen, Bert Cole, 
Bob Umari, Jack Bardenhagen, Bill Hawkins 
and Don McDonald completed the team. Our bat 
boy was Jack Marsh, 

‘Nineteen forty-nine was perhaps the best year 
for baseball in Eckville. A new ball diamond was 
built with an eight-foot fence surrounding it. 
Complete with dugouts and an official score sign, 
it was without doubt the best ball park in Central 
Alberta. The team participated in eight ball tour- 
naments, winning top money in seven of these. 
Some of the games were played in Brooks, 
Carstairs, Olds, Stettler, Clive and Rimbey. 

‘That year the team won the league with 20 
wins and eight losses, and swept the playoffs 
over Ponoka. New faces on the teams included 
Frank Leslie, Ernie Gare, Red McAndrews, Ber- 
nie Hanna, Roger Berlando and Art and Leslie 
Stone. The club physician was Dr. Coppock and 
Ken Krintila was Bat Boy. The coach was Ted 
Hansen, who also played. For a town of 500 pop- 
ulation, it was not uncommon to get three or four 
hundred spectators to a game. 

In 1950 Alfred Isaacson was lured out of 
retirement to play a few games for Eckville. 
Alfred was the best local bail player ever on the 
Eckville team, having played professional ball 
both in Canada and in the United States. 

During the following years baseball interest 
slowly dectined and the local interest went with 
it, By 1955 the local team was playing only ex- 
hibition games and tournaments. Fastball was 
gaining popularity, with the younger players tak- 
ing up this game. 

‘Alfred Isaacson still farms just north of 
Gilby. Red McAndrews is now working for the 
Co-op in Winnipeg. Tom Forhan and Jack 
Bardenhagen are still living in Eckville. John 
Phillips and Don MeDonaid farm in the Eckville 
area. Charlle Phillips farms in the Joffre dis- 
trict. Bob Umar! lives in British Columbia and 
still occasionally visits in Eckville. Ernie Gare 
lives in Trail, B.C. Roger and Jimmy Berlando 
live in Drumheller. Ted Hansen works for 
Revelstoke in Calgary and Howard Mullen lives 
in Red Deer. Bernie Hanna came from Trochu 
and coaches baseball in Edmonton. 


HOCKEY IN ECKVILLE 

1927 — The first hockey in Eckville was 
played on the Medicine River just east of what is 
now the Coppen’s residence or in the earlier 
days, east of Moro’s flour mill. 

‘Around 1931, the rink was moved up town and 
was on the ground that is now the Lions 
playground. Some of the early hockey players 























Playing hockey on river ice ~ CNR Trestle - 1929. 








Highvay 11 Champs: Bock: John Philips, Reg Hambly, Don 
‘MeDonald, Howard Mullen, Allan Herbert, Laurel Nilsen, Norm 
Forhan (Manager). Front: Ray Toivanen, Charlie Philips, Ewart 


who played on the river or on the new rink up 
town were: Bill and Barry Armstrong, Bill, Reg 
and Ray Morris, Arvo (Pickles) George and Ray 
Sestrap, George Johanson, Bill Toivanen, Ted 
Barnett, Dick Maver who used to work in the 
Bank, Ken Coutts (senior). George Finley, 
schoo} teacher, later became a Colonel in the ar: 
my, Tom and Harold Forhan. 

‘When the rink was first moved up town, they 
had no electricity, so they purchased two Delco 
generating plants, which worked sometimes and 
these were used until Calgary Power came to 
town in around 1937. 

In those days of open air rinks, it was quite a 
problem to get the snow off the rink, if there was 
a game on Sunday afternoon, we would have to 
spend the forenoon cleaning and flooding the ice 
all by hand and when the snow piled up so no 
more could be shovelled over the boards, we 
‘would have to have some shovelled back to make 
room for more. 

During the war years, there was a lull in 
hockey. In 1945-6 things picked up again. We had 
some return men coming back who had played 
before the war and some younger ones came 
along. We had some very spirited games with 
Nordegg and other teams, too. We used to go by 
train to Nordegg on a Saturday afternoon and 
play that night on their open air rink beside the 
railroad track and again on Sunday afternoon 
and return home on the Monday train. 

Later, we went by car and that was a real ex- 
pedition “as there was only one way traffic 
between Rocky Mountain House and Nordegg. If 
you met something bigger than your vehicle, you 
took the snow bank and the heavier vehicle 














MeDonald, Jim Merriman, Bob Umar, Jack Bardenhagen, Allan 
Foshan, 














Back row: Charlie Philips, George McTighe, Red McCall, Stan 
Yeo, Jack Bardenhagen, Front row: Job Philips, Ewatt McDonald, 
(Clare Thomas, Don MeDonal, 


would almost always pull you back on the road, 

In those days, plumbing and running water 
were not too common expecially in the country. 
But Nordegg had both in the miners’ hostels 
where we stayed, 

We will never forget Clare Thomas's 
astonishment when he found he had a well right 
in his bedroom. The only complaint he had was 
that every time he went for a drink the lid fell 
down and hit him on the head. 

‘Transportation got more modern and later we 
used to charter buses to take players and fans to 
the various playoffs In which we were involved, 
Those trips were far from dull. We think 
everyone who was involved had a great time. 

In 1961, the rink was moved to the fair 
grounds and a cement block building was built to 
house dressing rooms and lunch counter. These 
facilities were used for only three years when a 
canvas was organized under the capable chair 
manship of Red McAndrews to raise money to 
build an arena. The canvas was an overwhelm 
Ing success and the arena was built. Later a 
whole new front end was added. The whole ven: 
ture has been of great benefit to hockey, figure 
skating and the annual indoor rodeo and also 
other community activities. 

After the arena was built, a minor hockey 
association was formed and has served the 
younger players very well. This has only been 
accomplished with the dedicated help of parents, 
coaches and referees. 

We think a tribute should be paid to those who 
by their involvement and support have helped to 
make possible what we have today. Mr. 
Goldflinch, Maud and Uno Krintala, Tke and 
Irene Kaila, J. M. McDonald, Mrs. Kit 
Armstrong the oldest and most constant hockey 
fan Eckville ever had. Ole and Helen 
Bardenhagen. 

We, also, think a tribute should be paid to Don 
McDonald who by virtue of his ability got to play 
for the Olds Elks and went on to win the Central 
Alberta Hockey League scoring championship in 
1951-52. Following that, he played professional 
hockey in Scotland, 

















A SUMMARY OF OUR LOCAL MIXED 
BONSPIEL — by J. R. Schiele — Love and 
Kisses, March 3, 1938 

I've been requested to unreel 

A rhyme about our mixed bonspiel; 

To tell you who won, which and how, 

And every incidental row, 

It all went fairly smooth this year, 

And all of us are in the clear 

Except a few of the lively boys 

Who won a game by making noise, 

It’s very well to root and cheer, 

But don’t you think there's something queer 
About a man who's such a pest 

He will not give a moment's rest 

To skips, while they are trying a shot? 

Or do you think ‘tis tommyrot? 

When Dr. Palmer played Bill Marks, 

The air was thick with lively sparks, 

Hardly had they started play 
When the Doc was called awa; 
‘Two skips rushed out to take his place — 
Norman Forhan won that race. 

One end was played, Bill counted one, 
The doctor came back on the run. 

Said he, "What's all the fuss about? 
“We'll start all over, rub than one out.” 
Now Goldfinch and Deman played ball, 
When Bernie Dennett caused a squall. 
Said he, as he began to grouse, 

“A lead can’t sweep within the house, 
“You can’t get away with that you know, 
“You this and that, you so and so.” 
‘There was a rumor ‘round the town 
‘That a certain skip of high renown 

Did rage and fiercely bang his broom 
‘Against the wall — like the crack of doom. 
‘And just because he missed his shot, 

He carried on like a tiny tot. 

“Twould be amusing, my dear friends, 
‘To jot down all the incidents, 

All the trivial tales of woe, 

How so and so could be so low, 

So much of that is better unsaid, 

Tl deal in prizes now instead, 

First there was the challenge grand — 
‘To win that round, it took some sand. 
Kennedy played against Deman, 

And played as only Kennedy can. 

Never a man so smartly played, 

Nor yet his rocks so neatly laid. 

He must have plotted many moons 

Just how he'd play to win the spoons. 
Deman came in for second best, 

And there the cake plates came to rest. 
Battling Marks — (please don't be sore), 
T'd dearly love to give you more, 

But as you only won third place, 

‘Accept the crumb trays with good grace. 
‘Mr. Campbell, full of tricks, 

Finished fourth for the candlesticks. 

But after all is said and done, 
Half a loaf is better than none, 


















“Memorial Park showing Multi-purpose bullding and Arena 


First prize in the Primary event 
Again to Mr. Kennedy went. 

While Mr. Campbell, looking dour, 
Got fitty pounds of Robin Hood flour. 
Harrison crawls into a hole, 

And munches at his cottage roll. 

He might have gone to greater height 
But stays up much too late at nights. 
What does he do, where does he go? 
Tl bet a dime you'd like to know. 
‘The secondary event came next 
Where many a skip was sorely vexed. 
‘Mr. Mann did sweat and toil, 





Lethbridge Bonspil in 1952. Tom Forhan, Ralph, Hambly, Dr 
Frank Coppock, Bill Marks. Winners of the Hotelmen's Event 





‘And drilled and bored until he struck oll 
“A Banker's Toady” — you will say, 
But lest you chance to get too gay 
Let me remind you of the fate 

Of men now looking through a grate 
For putting words like those in print. 
So kindly take the proffered hint. 
‘Deman won coffee — not too bad 
For such a mediocre lad. 

Ike won flour by the bag, 

But listen to this — it’s not a gag; 
He saved the town a lot of grief 

By keeping Goldy off relief 
With sausages, and biscuits, too, 

I think they'll almost see him through. 
Now we're in the final heat, 

Where all the second-raters meet 
And haggle over meagre spoils 

As they unsheath their curling foils. 
‘Marks got sweaters, nice and blue, 
To better clothe his fighting crew. 

He ousted the Doc in the final hour, 
Who humbly took his bag of flour. 
Norman Forhan came in last, 

By all the others he was passed. 

But even so, he’s not so slow, 

He won free tickets to the show. 

T hope you will take this in fun 

And not go reaching for your gun. 
For [have spent a lot of time 

In trying to make these verses rhyme. 
So if I’ve said a thing or two 

hat might have irritated you, 
Stop a while and think a bit, 

Don’t wear the shoe If it doesn’t fit 











DIVERSIFIED FARM AREA REAL MODEL 
District, Sure-Crop Belt West of Red Deer, 
Draws Many Settlers June 21, 1934 

Eckville Busy Spot 

Dairying, Stock Raising, Grain Growing, Year- 
round Markets 

Featuring the village of Eckville a program 
was given over Journal radio station CJCA 
Wednesday night. Included in the program was 
an article on the district, text of which follows: 

The district of Eckville might be called and 
rightly so, the sure-crop district of the southwest 
part of central Alberta. For never in its many 
years of production, has it felt the disastrous 
effects of drouth, plague, frost or extensive hail. 
While parts of the district are occasionally so 
visited, the activities of the farmers are so diver- 
sified that use is put to every kind and condition 
of grain and fodder to great advantage. 

So this area might well be held up as an exam. 
ple of real diversified farming. The results have 
been so noticeable that the attention of credit 
men of large machinery firms and wholesalers 
has been attracted. Much favorable comment 
has followed. 

Eckville is one of the oldest settlements west 
of Red Deer. And since the first settler located on 
the banks of the Medicine River, it has attracted 
many people of various races. They have 
succeeded in establishing substantial homes as 
well as raising thriving families. 

Throughout the area one may notice the 
features of peoples from many of the countries of 
central Europe, as well as from the Scandina- 
vian countries. The Finnish and Estonian people 
predominate north of the Central Alberta 
railway while Scandinavians are most numerous 
to the south. 

Dependable Citizens 

While there is a tendency for a few Finnish 
and Estonian people to lean toward Com- 
munism, It cannot be regarded as the more 
radical type practiced by some in the east. It has 
not spoiled their ability to realize the advantages 
of living in a country blessed with many good 
things. ‘They are energetic, industrious, very 
dependable and peaceable. A’ good many of them 
are well-to-do and influential in the district. They 
farm well and their activities as such have done 
much to bring a good name to the district, 

While the village comprises only a small 
group of buildings’ Eckville is the scene of a 
great deal of business in the space of a year, 
Four elevators attend to the many carloads of 
wheat and coarse grains that are shipped out, 
‘The two great railway systems operate regular 
services for both passengers and freight over 
their branch lines, 

A large creamery operates the year round, 
turning out over one-third of a million pounds of 
butter annually. This in itself Is a great asset to 
the community for it provides ready cash daily 
to supply the tables of practically every 
farmhouse around. 
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One of the most up-to-date and efficient of 
smaller flour mills in the west operates steadily 
It turns out flour of different grades, wheatlets 
and other by products every hour of the day the 
year round. The product ranks favorably with 
that of larger mills and customers are drawn 
from places 60 miles distant. 

‘Two large shipping firms handle the cattle, 
hogs and sheep raised in the district. And every 
Wednesday sees several carloads of livestock 
loaded and shipped out. 

Home-Trained Players 

While Eckville is but two miles from a 
gravelled highway, one does not have to travel to 
the city to conduct business. Four stores handle 
extensive lines of merchandise and the prices 
vary little, if any, from those prevailing in larger 
cenires. The village has the reputation of belng a 
good trading centre and it deserves the name. 

The social activities are many. Several com: 
munity halls have been built throughout the 
area and there is maintained a lively program of 
events the year round. The village boasts the 
largest and best equipped of these, provided 
through the donations of a goodly number of 
public-spirited citizens, It Is used for lodge pur- 
Doses as well as for clubs, dances, movies and 
other activities. The building is provided with a 
clubroom, dressing rooms, balcony and well- 
equipped stage. 

In sports, hockey, badminton and skling are 
the favorite pastimes in the colder months, while 
tennis, basketball and baseball are played at 
other ‘times. Eckville boasts of a real home 
product baseball team that gives a good account 
of itself in any company. 

Steady improvements may be seen from day 
to day. Settlers from other parts have been com- 
ing into the district for two years past and now 
practically every available plece of land is 
taken. Outside of two or three farmers who work 
large acreages, lands round about are widely 
held and a maximum number of people are sup- 
ported. 

It is a rare bit of country to live in, and one is, 
making no mistake in picking the Eckville dis- 
trict for a home, 











HISTORY OF THE ECKVILLE R. E. A. LTD. 

As early as 1945 the area farmers were talk- 
ing about the feasibility of rural power in the 
Eckville area. Whenever farmers got together, 
in homes or on street corners the talk was rural 
power. A few of the farmers had lighting plants 
or wind chargers, but these plants did not prove 
very satisfactory’ but gave us electric lights. 

‘Then on July 3, 1947 the first organizational 
meeting on record was held in the community 
hall at Eckville. Mr. J, M. McDonald called the 
meeting to order and explained the situation, He 
then suggested that the meeting appoint a chair. 
man and secretary. Mr. H. Bice was nominated 
as chairman who took the chair. Mr. Eastman 
acted as Secretary. 





Prior to this date it is believed that a few 
farmers locally had been contacted regarding 
power on the farm, with the idea that Calgary 
Power would build all farmers’ lines. Each 
farmer to pay $100 cash and $5 per month service 
charge, plus two and a half cents per kilowatt 
used. At the above mentioned meeting, Mr. F. T. 
Gale, Superintendant of Farm Electrification for 
Caigary Power, explained that the Power Com 
pany had built four such areas in the province as 
experimental areas, but had discontinued 
bullding any more. Mr. Gale then went on to ex- 
plain a new system to the farmers which he felt 
would be more satisfactory to all concerned. 

His proposal was that all interested farmers 
form an association. The Power Company would 
Duild the lines at cost. The farmers were to pay 
the cost and two dollars and fifty cents per month 
service charge plus two cents per kilowatt used 
‘The Assocation would then own the lines. H 
suggestions were not acceptable to several at- 
tending the meeting. However, at the meeting a 
provisional board was appointed to further in- 
vestigate and feel out farmers as to their per. 
sonal opinions. Those appointed on that board 
were: Mr. Harry Bice, Condor; Mr. Albert 
Hansen, Diamond Valley; Mr. Clyde Stauffer, 
Evarts; Mr. Charlie Skocdopole, Hespero and 
Mr. Adolph Roke, Evergré 

August 5, 1947' the provisional board met in 
Eckville. Mr. H. Bice was appointed chairman, 
Mr. Hansen, secretary. In attendance at this 
meeting was Mr. Fitzpatrick, Supervisor of Co- 
0p activities for the Provincial Government. He 
explained that an association could get financial 
assistance for building the lines from the 
Government. The secretary was instructed to 
carry on negotiations with the Power Company 

November 13, 1947, the Provisional Board met 
at the home of Clyde Stauffer. The secretary was 
instructed to write Calgary Power and get 
definite information on the points listed below: 
I) estimate cost per mile 
ID) estimate cost per month for public liability 
and total maintenance. 

TD definite date Calgary Power would be 
prepared to build the lines and supply us with 
power and 

IV) ask the Power Company to send a man to at. 
tend our next meeting that could give us a 
definite deal so we would have something with 
which to go to our people. 

‘December 11, 1947, the Provisional Board met 
at the home of Harry Bice, with F. . Gale in 
attendance. He explained that line costs were 
about 12 cents per foot, with a flat rate of $250 
from the main line to the farmers’ buildings. He 
also stated the Power Company would guarantee 
to construct the lines and make the power 
available to farmers by Christmas 1940. Mr. 
Gale also agreed to send us the necessary 
material to sign up the farmers. The Board then 
agreed to set up an association, its name to be 
Eckville Rural Electrification Association Ltd, 
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January 5, 1948: The Board met at the home 
of ‘Albert Hansen. Ninety-three farmers had 
signed contracts since the December 5 meeting. 
Anestimation of 3/5 of a mile seemed to be about 
the distance between farmers willing to sign con- 
tracts at an estimated cost of $645 each. 

January 12, 1948: The board met at the home 
of Clyde Stautfer. Four directors had gone to 
Calgary to see Mr. Gale. They have a report on 
thelr talk with Mr. Gale. Also, 116 members were 
Paid up to date. 

February 11, 1948: The board members met 
at the home of Albert Hansen. Arrangements for 
the annual meeting, Mareh 6, at the Hespero Hall 
were made. 

March 6, 1948: The first annual meeting of the 
Eckville Rural Electrification Assocation was 
held in the Hespero Hall. An estimate of 175 
members and visitors attended. Mr. J. D. 
Phillips was elected to take the chair for this 
meeting. A new board was elected to take the 
place of the Provisional Board: Henry Benecke, 
Harry Bice, Charlie Skocdopole, Clyde Stauffer, 
Lloyd Wells, Ed Tollefson and Albert Hansen. 

Nine meetings were held by the Provisional 
Board previous to March 6, 1948, when the first 
annual meeting was held. Most of these meetings 
started at 8 P.M. and did not finish until after 
midnight. Also, during this time the directors 
drove many a hundred miles between meetings, 
signing up contracts and doing organizational 
work. They all gave their time and energy freely 
and received no money for their work and ex- 
penses until the February, 1951 annual meeting. 
They were then voted mileage and $4. per 
meeting. 

At a directors meeting on February 28, 1949, 
Clyde Stauffer was appointed President of the 
Eckville Rural Electrification Association 
Board, a position he held until March 12, 1974. 
Albert and Hazel Hansen looked after the 
secretary duties for 17 years. 

‘Through the summer of 1948 progress seemed 
slow, so at an October board meeting, C. Skoc- 
dopole, H. Bice and H. Benecke were instructed 
to go out and try and find a suitable digger for 
digging holes. A digger was purchased, rebuilt 
and reinforced at Skocdopole's shop and put to 
work and approximately 800 holes were dug with 
the machine, and 200 by hand. The machine was 
then sold. 

‘Then on March 10, 1949 the first power was 
turned on serving the rural people in the Eckville 
district. A banquet to celebrate the occasion was 
held on June 2, 1949. The Eckville R.E.A. was in 
corporated January 21, 1948. The estimated cost 
of the project was $110,000; there were 176 
members to start and it cost each farmer $645 for 
power at this time. 

This covered a land area of approximately 120 
square miles. There are now 330 subscribers us. 
Ing electricity in a land area of over 200 square 
miles. When the first hook up was made, the cost 
of a power line was 12¢ a foot. It is now $1 a foot. 




















‘The average farmer now uses approximately 
700 kilowatt hours per month, compared to 100 
kilowatts when power was first introduced. 

On April 6, 1950 at a directors meeting, the 
secretary, Mr. Hansen, was instructed by the 
board to contact other R.E.A.’s in the province, 
as to the feasability of organizing a central body 
The central body was formed and called the 
Alberta Union of Rural Electrification 
Associations. Clyde Stauffer was elected pres. 
ident and Albert Hansen was elected secretary of 
this Association. Positions they held for many 
years, 

On April 18, 1975 a banquet and dance was 
held in the Elks Hall, Benalto to honor those 
members who were involved with the organiza 
tion of the Eckville R.E.A. Ltd. 

Members of the first board the late Harry 
Bice, the late Albert Hansen, Clyde Stauffer, 
Charlie Skocdopole, Adolph Roke and Henry 
Benecke and their’ wives were among those 
honoured. Also, Ray Niemela and Alex Strem 
were honoured for long service on the board of 
directors. A group from Caroline led by Mrs. 
Berdette Bystrom provided musical entertain 
ment. 

Slate of officers over the years are listed 
below: 

Mr. Harry Bice, President until February 28, 
1949. 

Clyde Stauffer, President until March 12, 1974. 
Alex Strem,-President — March 12, 1974 to 
November 30, 1977. 

Stan Burns, President — 1977 to present time. 
Albert Hansen, Secretary — 1947-1964, 

Stan Burns, Secretary — 1964-1973. 

Marle Bott, Secretary — 1973-to present time. 

The present Board of Directors of the 
Eckville R.E.A. Ltd., include — Stan Burns 
President. Ray Niemela, Vice-President, Marie 
Bott — Secretary-Treasurer. Directors:’ Ewart 
‘MeDonald, Edward Sebek, John Robertson, Bud 
Bradshaw and Ed Bott. 


COUNTRY LADIES AID 

What started as an afternoon get-to-gether 
with neighborhood friends in 1939 was later 
organized into the Country Ladies Aid, Old 
records bring back memories of times and roads 
quite different from the present time. Members 
braved snow drifts, ankle-deep mud and bush 
trails, mostly on foot, to attend a much awaited 
afternoon with friends, 

At first, to occupy busy fingers, several 
autographed quilts were made. Haitie Bromling 
Is the proud possessor of one of these original 
quilts. It carries the following names: Effie 
Cates, Mabel Lewis, Mary Rogers, Fannie 
Jones, Hattie Bromling, Belle Greenman, Iva 
Gustavson, Agnes Gustavson, Gladys Payne, 
Mora McDonell and Gerda Gustavson. Two of 
these — Mora and Iva — are still members. 

Quilt making is still a popular pastime. A crib 
quilt is made yearly for the Eckville New Year's 

















Country Ladies’ Aid. Freda Elson, Fannie Kasper, Agnes 
‘Tolonen, Phem Kingsep, Sylvia Thorkman, Hija Takkinen, Fannie 
Jones, Jenie Prikl, Ida Lundberg, Ciléren: Diane Elson, Alan 
‘Tolonen, Judy Kasper and Darrel Elson 





Baby, and one quilt is always kept on hand in 
case fire strikes a district home. The outstanding 
quilt was an appliqued Centennial quilt raffled 
during 1967. 

Early in our history Dr. Coppock was attemp: 
ting to establish a hospital where the Roy Saari 
family now lives. In order to buy linoleum and 
other hospital supplies the newly-formed club 
held dances at Liberty Hall (now Onofryszyn 
Property). Quilts were also made and raffled, 
and even barn dances were a popular way of 
raising money. 

‘During the war years the Red Cross received 
help with cash donations as well as large quan- 
tities of sewing and knitting. Parcels were 
packed for overseas relief, as well as for In- 
dividual gifts for local soldiers. To help swell the 
Club's coffers lunch was served at farm sales, 
sometimes as often as four in a year. 

Social evenings were held’ at members’ 
homes. Cards and happy times are remembered. 
About this time a blind member was the 
recipient of $20 per month until a pension was 
secured for her. Amateur shows, wedding recep- 
tions, bazaars, Hobo teas, travelling baskets and 
lunches at wedding dances were undertaken. 
Yearly donations of $10 each were now sent to 
Cancer Society, Red Cross, T. B. Fund, Easter 
seals, and Woods Christian Home. With the ex- 
ception of the latter, these donations still con- 
tinue with the Cancer Society receiving a portion 
of farm sales proceeds. The Arthritie Fund re- 
ceived a sizeable donation. A number of burned. 
out families and several cases where tragedy 
has struck have been given $25 in goods, 

‘When the present hospital was built a room 
was furnished. The hospital has been the 
recipient of a number of things since then, Six 
overbed tables and patient name holders for 
each bed, as well as donation’ of cash towards a 
hi-low bed, wheel chair, croup tent, and a heat 
therapy machine. A $300 cheque was given to 
help with the heart monitoring machine. Py. 
jamas, robes, and slippers have been made over 
‘the years. A’lawn bench and two chairs were 
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URW.A. L. to Ri Mrs. J. Lundberg, Platon, C. Gustavson, 
‘A. Heath, P. Kingsep, M. Thorman, J. Coutts, F- Kinga, H. Lowe, 
tnd C- Moss 


added for the comfort of patients able to be out of 
doors, 

Before the advent of Town water and modern 
plumbing a rest room was furnished and main- 
tained where the coin wash is now located. Other 
undertakings were two $50 gifts toward the 
Manitoba Flood relief fund, the Institute for the 
Blind, Home and School Association, and 
montiily cheques to a crippled girl. 

In more recent times the Arena Building 
Committee received two $100 cheques and the 
‘enior Hockey Team $100 towards new uniforms. 
Minor hockey, figure skating, Eckville Fish and 
Game, Niemala’s Dam, driver training and the 
Eckville Friendship Club each have received 
$50. Cheer leaders were given $25 to help pay for 
new uniforms. The Eckville Legion received 25 











Country Ladies Aid - 1977: Hertha Hillman, Hilie Broming 
Gustavson, Fern Skoedopole, Hija Sjoblom, Fle Gustavson, 
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metal chairs and the Lions Club recelved 50 
chairs. 

In 1966 a Centennial Rug, designed by Hilja 
‘Takkinen, was made and raifled. The resulting 
$210 had been set aside as a gift for the then- 
promised senior citizens’ lodge. We are pleased 
to say that a considerable amount has been 
added and a colored T.V. has been provided for 
the new Eckville Manor. 

During Centennial Year our project, a sign 
for the cemetery, was completed and installed. 
Over the years countless friends have received 
fruit baskets or flowers while confined to 
hospital. District families are remembered with 
a sympathy card at the passing of a loved one. 
Several sewing clinics have been sponsored by 
the Club. 

Recently engraved coffee spoons were 
presented to 25-year members and to some of our 
senior members. On the list of 25-year members 
we find the following names: Mora McDonell, 
Hilja Takkinen, Iva Gustavson, Sylvia 
‘Thorkman, and Fannie Kasper. The list of Senior 
‘Members is made up of Clara Bromling, Hertha 
Hillman, Ruth Dobbs, and Gladys Johnson. 
However, Hilja Takkinen passed away on 
Febraury 11, 1974 and Clara Bromling passed 
away on May 25, 1976. 

‘To make sure that our Senior citizens are not 
forgotten at Christmas time a yearly party is 
held especially for them. This is held in conjune- 
tion with the annual “Santa Claus Day” in 
Eckville. On Farmers’ Day favors for patients’ 
trays are taken to the hospital. 

Besides our monthly meetings a pot luck 
supper near Christmas time is enjoyed by 
members and friends. 








Gertie McDonald, Syvia Thorkman, Anna Jobs, Jean Ophus, 
Margaret Houston. Inet Fannie Kasper 











At the present time there are fifteen 
members, all of whom have been members for 
nine years or longer. ‘The membership roll in- 
cludés Hillie Bromling, Ruth Dobbs, Elsie 
Gustavson, Iva Gustavson, Hertha Hillman, 
Margaret Houston, Annie Jobs, Gladys Johnson, 
Fannie Kasper,’ Gertle McDonald, Hazel 
McDonell, Mora McDonell, Jean Ophus, Fern 
Skocdopole and Sylvia Thorkman. 


ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION, ECKVILLE 
BRANCH NO. 156 — information obtained from 
Early Records 

‘The charter president of the Legion was 
Russell E. Eastman and secretary-treasurer 
was R. W. Needham, The first bank record is Oc- 
tober 22, 1945. The next secretary was James B, 
Merriman in 1946, followed by Ed Stopsen from 
1947 to 1950, during which period Harrold Ten- 
nant was president. Alex V. Brown was 
Secretary from 1951 to 1953. 

‘About 1947 the Legion was given Lot 5, Block 3 
by the Medicine Valley Livestock Association, 
from which tin building they operated thelr 
business under the management of the late 
‘Thomas Smith. The Legion made some im- 
provements to the building, and it was rented for 
over 10 years as a shoe-maker shop to Roy Saari 
and the late Wally Pukk. In 1947 the Legion paid 
for getting the masonry gates built to the south 
entrance of the Memorial Park, and also 
provided uniforms for the boys’ hockey team and 
also equipment for several soft-ball teams. 

Names of members gleaned from early 
records of what was then known as British Em. 
pire Service League No. 156 were: Russell E. 
Eastman (deceased June 16, 1974), R. W. 
Needham, James Brown, Aiex Brown, Ralph 
Downs, Jack A. Furnell, ‘Thomas Hanna, Mrs. 
Geneve Hanna, Ralph Kingsep, John R. 
Luomala, A. Charles MeMow, John A. MacLean, 
John MacNeil, James Merriman, Calvin F. 
Needham, Ralph Pihooja, Willard A. Philips, 
Thomas Hrdlika, Simon MacKenzie, Thomas 
Smith, Ed Stopsen, John Suites, Jacob A. 
‘Tolonen, Harold Tennant (deceased) and Russeli 
Aubrey. 

By 1953 the membership had fallen to eight 
members, so the Branch was declared inactive 
except for Comrades Jim Brown and Ed Stopsen 
looking after the building rental and expenses. 
Branch was re-organized as the Royal Canadian 
Legion No. 156 in 1963 with Comrade Jacob A. 
Tolonen as president. Ed Stopsen was treasurer 
to 19 

‘The minutes from 1963 to 1968 seem to be mis. 
placed. However, by April 1968 the present 
Legion Hall had been purchased from George 
Sestrap, who had used the building as a cafe. At 
this time there were 23 members in attendance, 
with H. Bergh being president, W. Baich 
secretary, and George Johnson treasurer. 

In about 1968 or 1969 the tin warehouse was 











sold. About this same time the sign was painted 
by Mr. Nygaard, a member from the United 
States. Tables, ‘benches, and a plano were 
bought. A portrait of the Queen was donated by 
the Krintilas, and the brass plate and Inscription 
for the portrait was donated by Mr. Chesterman, 
Repairs were made to the chimney and supports 
for the floor. 

Bingo equipment was bought, which was used 
as a weekly entertainment for some years, as 
well as a big yearly Bingo as a source of income 
for the Legion. This equipment was also lent to 
the Senior Citizens when they used the Legion 
Hall as their Drop-In Centre. 

‘The Legion has sponsored the Burn’s Night in 
conjunction with the Legion Auxillary since 1969. 
‘The two groups have sponsored the Armistice 
Day Church Service and the evening gathering 
since 1968. The Poppy Fund has always been 
cared for by Mr. Jim Brown. The booth at the 
Benalto Fair was a joint project for a few years. 
For some years V. E. Day and Vimy Night were 
remembered. Fund-raising projects were the 
Friendship Calendar and raffles of sides of beef 
and pork. Donations were made to the Eckville 
Hospital Fund, Colonel Belcher Hospital Polio 
Fund and C. E. L. Christmas Hampers are given 
annually. Gifts are given to members in hospital 
and farewell gifts to members who have left, 
Members have been helped with plumbing ex. 
penses, funeral expenses, and victims of fires 
have been helped. A barbeque, or social is held in 
June with the Ladies Auxiliary as guests. The 
Hall has been used for dancing lessons, play 
school, Cubs weekly meetings, bake sales, 
strawberry teas, rummage sales and general 
meetings and socials. 

In 1970 chairs were bought, a new, larger fur- 
nace was installed, and a donation of additional 
chairs from the Country Ladies Aid was much 
appreciated. The mortgage on the Legion Hall 
was burnt on October 16, 1971. The payment of 
the mortgage had been another joint project with 
the Ladies" Auxiliary, In June 1974 the Legion 
and Auxiliary entertained a bus load of Veterans 
from Calgary, as a friendly gesture. 

Under the direction of Jim Merriman a new 
roof was put on the Legion Hall and the big win- 
dows were replaced with hardboard. In October 
1975 the vacant lot which had been the home of 
the shoe shop was sold to Allen Postl. 

‘The gable ends of the Hall were covered with 
tin by Art Carritt and a sign erected, which Mrs. 
Neale painted after the outside of the Hall had 
been painted. The Hall was painted by Mr. 
Young. 

Past President Pins have been received by J. 
A, Tolonen, H. Bergh, A. Guest, E. Fiss, J. B. 
Merriman, ‘A. Vandevelde, A. Carritt, and W. E. 
Austin. T. Smith was president of the Legion in 
1977 and L.. French in 1978. Legion members at 
tend District and Provincial Rallies, and care for 
the building with regards to insurance, power, 
heat, and janitor services. 

















HISTORY OF THE ECKVILLE LIONS CLUB, 
1946-1978 — by W. J. (Lion Bill) Rothwell 
The Lions Club of Eckville was sponsored by 
the Lions Club of Red Deer. Charter Presenta- 
tion Night was May 20, 1946, with District Gover- 
nor Marshall Murray presenting the Charter to 
the first President of the Eckville Club, Lion Tke 
Kaila. The Red Deer Club took a bus load of 
Lions and their ladies to Eckville for this occa- 
sion, 
‘The following were the Charter Members of 
the Eckville Lions Club: 
Charter President: Ike Kaila (now deceased) 
Ist Vice President: T. 0. (Tom) Forhan 
2nd Vice President: J. Alcock (deceased) 
Secretary: J. Stafford 
Lion Members: R. B. Gish 
A. (Art) Langer 
RB. Lawson 
M. Anderson 
G. Fry 
R. E. Eastman (deceased) 
Dr. R. Coppock (deceased) 
D, Clausen (deceased) 
J, E. Lundberg (deceased) 
G. MeNelt 
H. S. Mann (deceased) 
C. Hovens 
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A, Schofer 
Rev. Howick 
John Reid 

It appears that the minutes of the early years 
of the Club have been mislaid. The only informa- 
tion obtainable 1s that the Lions Club members 
joined the labor force with regard to the building 
of the park with baseball diamond in the 1940's, 

Having joined the Eckville Lions Club in 
September, 1956, I can recall many of the main 
projects up to 1973, which are as follows: The 
Lions Club has been ‘caretaker’ of the hall since 
before I became a member and assumed respon- 
sibility for maintenance, Monetary and 
otherwise. 

‘The Club paid rent into the hall fund for its 
own use of the hall, including meetings and pro- 
Jects, ete. 

For years assumed payment of hall rent for 
baby clinic and is still doing this. 

Sponsored the Boy Scouts and among other 
things paid the hall rent for thelr use of same, 
which the club is still doing, 

Sponsored Boy Scouts when they attend Scout 
Jamborees, ete. and is still doing this. 

Assumed full charge for the canvass, etc., on 
behalf of the Canadian National Institute for the 
Blind. The club has received letter of con- 
gratulations in the past for their showing in this 
canvass, 

‘This project is still being carried on. 

Sponsored a Little League baseball team. 
‘This was in the late 1950's. In the fall of 1960, a 
major project involved extensive alterations and 
remodelling to the hall. A new front was con- 
structed and was two stories high, measuring 16 
x 36 feet. The size of the Lions’ Den upstairs was 
increased as were the kitchen and cloakroom 
downstairs, In addition, ladies’ and men’s 
washrooms were installed. Entrance to the hall 
was moved from the front to the side of the hall, 
with a wide sidewalk leading to the entrance 
door. These improvements cost over $5,000 (this 
back in 1960 and very little labour costs as Lion 
members performed the work). This was a 
lengthy, hard-work project, and I must mention 
that not one Lion member reneged on his weekly 
turns to work, In the previous ten years, the 
Lions had spent another $4,000 on the hall and 
again labor costs were minimal since Lion 
members performed most of the work. We had 
‘two competent carpenters in our club who could 
direct the work program, namely Don Macrae 
and Dr. Gordon Gibson. We also had a 
membership approaching 50 in number at that 
time. 

On October 8, 1960, the Lions Club sponsored a 
barbeque, carnival with games of skill such as 
bingo, etc. and a dance, in the hall with proceeds 
going towards the cost of the hall alterations 
Which were already in progress. It was adver- 
tised as a ‘mammoth’ community activity and it 
turned out to be just that with an overflow crowd 
attending, 

















St. John’s Ambulance first aid course spon: 
sored with Lion Dr. Gordon Gibson as instructor. 
‘There was a large pre-course enrollment which 
began on January 17, 1961. 

For several years the club sponsored sports 
days with baseball tournaments, men’s and 
ladfes’, games of skill, etc. and a dance at night. 

Organized Santa Claus Day each year and 
still doing this. 

Easter Seal Campaign and still doing this. 

Sponsored New Year's Eve dances and con- 
tinuing to do this. 

Participated in Lions International's World 
Wide “Peace Essay Contest” in 1966 with $50,000 
in prize money, for students 14 years of age and 
under 22 years of age. The contest involved a 
local level, district level, multiple district level 
and on up to a World-wide contest, with first 
prize in the latter level belng $25,000. On the local 
level Miss Lana Wingate, a Grade 12 student in 
the Eckville High School, was the winner and 
was presented with a Lions Club award and 
cheque. Her essay was then forwarded for com: 
petition in the Lions District Level. 

Participated in sale of cookbooks entitled “A 
Lion in the Kitchen” with over 900 recipes from 
Lions members throughout the world, in 1965, On 
July 29, 1966, the Eckville Lions Club sponsored a 
Car Bingo with many other prizes in addition to 
the car which was a 1966 Plymouth sedan and 
won by Ed Solverson of Eckville. The event was 
well attended and was one of the Club's most 
Successful project ventures. 

‘The Club has sponsored a candidate in the 
Eckville Ice Carnival Queen Contest for some 
years. 

Donated money to the Blind Golfer's Associa- 
tion. 

Annually hosts a barbeque in the latter part of 
June. Farmers and other men in the community 
who are not Lion members are invited. 

Clean-up day in the Town of Eckville is 
organized annually by the Lions. 

Club has provided wheel chairs for Jimmy 
Johnson. 

Has hosted and/or assisted Teen Club, ete., in 
providing dances (or other forms of recreation in 
Eckville). 

Further work on the hall since 1972 has in. 
cluded repairs to the Kitchen, electrical wiring, 
Installed fans, put carpeting in the den, bullt 
more tables, ‘painted and installed new door 
hardware, ete. In most years repairs have to be 
made to the roof and this often requires bringing 
ina trained man for the job. 

1974 and on, club has donated $100 or more per 
year to the Eckville public library, 

1975 — sponsored a peddle pusher group. 

1976 — sponsored a defensive driving course; 
donated $50 to a group of school students going to 
France and sponsored a carol festival which has 
since become an annual project, 

1976 and onward, club has helped raise money 
for the Agriculture Multi-purpose Building in 




















Eckville and helped raise money for artificlal ice 
in the arena. I understand that a monetary com: 
mitment has been made by the club in connec- 
tion with the former building. 

‘The Eckville Lions Club has, since it was 
Chartered, regularly held the following 

Charter Night: Held annually in November 
rather than the date of receiving its Charter in 
the sprin; 

Ladies’ Night: ‘The Lions of Eckville honour 
their ladies on this occasion annually. Usually 
held in late April or early May. 

During the 1960's the Club held a Past 
Presidents’ night annually to honour the Past 
Presidents of the club. It was later discontinued. 

‘The club celebrated its 25th anniversary on 
November 6, 1971, with a capacity crowd in 
attendance. Guest speaker for the occasion was 
Past International Director Dr. W. T. (Bill) 
Walte, of Saskatoon. It was certainly’ a celebra- 
tion that all Eckville Lions will remember, and 
we hope all others who were in attendance will 
al 











‘The Eckville Club sponsored the Rocky Moun- 
tain House Lions Club, and the Charter Presenta- 
tion Night was January 12, 1968. The Charter was 
presented by International Director Lion Virgil 
P. Moshansky of Vegreville and accepted by 
Charter President Norman Swainger. A large 
number of Eckville Lions Club members and 
their ladies attended this event. 

The Eckville Club members have been con- 
sclous of the goodwill generated through 
visitations to other Lions Clubs and as a result, 
many of such visitations were made, 

‘The Eckville Lions Club has for many years 
sent their incoming officers to the Lions Training 
School prior to their assuming office. The club 
for as long as I have been associated with it has 
sent delegates to District Conventions and Mid. 
Winter Conferences. While I was a member of 
the Eckville Club, I attended two International 
Conventions. In addition to being there as a 
District Governor-Elect on the first occasion and 
as an International Counsellor on the second oc- 
casion. I was there on both occasions as a 
delegate of the Eckville Lions Club. Hester and T 
plan to attend another International Convention 
this coming June in Tokyo, Japan and wherever 
possible I shall act as a ‘publicity man’ for the 
Eckville Lions Club. 

In the Lions fiscal year, 1960-61, every Lions 
Club member In Eckville ‘attained 100% atten- 
dance. It was an outstanding achievement and 
the club was rewarded with several awards for 
both attendance and also the highest percentage 
of membership increase for that year. The club 
increased from under 40 members to about 63 
members. The awards were: Lions International 
plaque in attendance contest: District 37E pla- 
que contest winner (involves attendance); 
District 37E award, a speaker's stand, involving 
highest membership increase that year. 

‘There are several Lions in the Eckviile Club 
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who have had perfect attendance for as long as 
they have been members. Past President Ed 
Stopsen has had 27 years of membership with 
100% attendance; Lion Alf Molander has had 21 
years of membership with perfect attendance; 
Lion Lloyd Purnell has had 18 years of 
membership with 100% attendance; Lion Rex 
Baker has had 16 years of membership with 
perfect attendance. 

Following are the names of Presidents who 
have served the Eckville Club since It was 
Chartered: — 

1946.47 — Ike Kaila (Charter President) 
3947-48 — Arthur Langer 
1948-49 — George Anderson 
3949.50 — Ted Hanson 
3950-51 — John H. Neale 
1951-52 — A. Harold Elliott 
3 — W. G. (Red) McAndrews 

= Elmer Kristensen 
— Eldon Bliss — Jan, Dan Clausen 
1955-56 — Thomas O. (Tom) Forhan 
1956-57 — Howard Whiting 
1997-58 — Dr. A. Gordon Gibson 
1958.59 — Norman N. (Norm) Forhan 
1959-60 — Chester F. Kasha 
1960-61 — W. J. (Bill) Rothwell 
1961-62 — T. H. (Bert) Curran 
1962-63 — Julien K. Sambrook 
1963-64 — Derrick (Dick) Lawton 
196465 — Arthur R. (Archie) Huhtala 
1965.66 — Stanley G. (Stan) Maki 
1966.67 — Donald (Don) MacRae 
1967-68 — George Armeneau 
1988.69 — Edward L. (Ed) Stopsen 
7 — Edwin R. (Bd) Olsen 
—C. (Corny) Hughes 

M. (Stan) MeCreight 

73 — Joseph (Joe) Lindberg 
1973-14 — D. (Doug) Mulvey 

3974-75 — Adrian Vandevelde 
1975.76 — A. L. (Art) Carritt 
1976-77 — A. J. (Alf) Page 
1977-78 — Gerald Roy 

Upon completion of his term as President, 
Lion Stan Maki was appointed Zone Chairman 
for the Zone which included Eckville for the 
following year, 1966-67, 

Upon completion of his term as President, 
Lion Adrian Vandevelde was appointed Zone 
Chairman for the Zone which included Eckville 
for the following year, 1975-76. 

Upon completion of my term as President, I 
was appointed Zone Chairman for the Zone 
whieh included Eckville for the following year, 
1961-62. I was then appointed Deputy District 
Governor for 1962-63 of Region two in which 
Eckville was included. At the District Conven- 
tion held in Calgary, I was elected District 
Governor of District “E’ for the year 1963-64, 
Upon completion of that term of office I was ap- 
pointed International Counsellor by Lions Inter- 
national, The latter appointment has now been 
discontinued and when a Distriet Governor com- 
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pletes his term as such he is referred to as Past 
District Governor. 

Lions are pledged to help through Lionism 
those less fortunate than themselves. Lionism is 
non-sectarian, yet it encourages religious obser- 
vances and church loyalties. It is non-political, 
yet it inculcates a lively interest in government 
‘and clvie affairs. 

‘The purpose of a Lions Club is to determine 
community needs and develop means of meeting 
them, either through its own efforts or in co- 
operation with other agencies. At the same time, 
Lions Clubs provide good fellowship and club 
social life for thelr members. A Lions Club also 
keeps friendships in good repair. 

Lionism Is an active and efficient medium for 
united community effort and enterprise. The 
prestige and importance of Lions work in all 
Tields of endeavour is recognized throughout the 
entire world. 

‘The motto of the Lions is — “We Serve” 





THE ALBERTA WHEAT POOL — by G. R. 
Sargent 

Iberta Wheat Pool’s grain handling facilities 
at Eckville consist of three elevators. Eckville 
No. 1 was a 28,000 bushel elevator purchased 
from United Grain Growers in 1929. It was dis 
mantled in 1963 and the salvage was used in con 
structing a new composite elevator. The new 
structure has a capacity of 167,000 bushels con- 
sisting of a 50,000-bushel elevator, a 67,000-bushel 
crib annex and a 43,000-bushel crib annex. The 
43,000-bushel crib annex was built in 1948 while 
the other two parts of the facilities were built in 
1963. 

‘Alberta Wheat Pool acquired Eckville No. 2 
and Eckville No. 3 from Federal Grain Company 
in 1972, The No. 2 facilities consists of a 26,000. 
bushel elevator built in 1929, a 30,000-bushel 
balloon annex built in 1950 and a 65,000-bushel 
crib annex built in 1959. The No. 3 facilities had a 
23,000 bushel capacity. It was built in 1919 and 
was dismantled in January, 1974. 

From 1932-1976 the Pool’s elevators at 
Eckville have handled 11,834,948 bushels of 
grain, Nineteen seventy-three — seventy-four 
was the highest handling year at 674,017 bushels, 
the lowest grain handling was 49,052 bushels in 
11934-1935, 

Beginning on September 18, 1929 the wheat 
pool elevator managers have been: W 
MeDonald, R, R. Beattie, O. J. Myers, E. 1 
DeMann, A. Langer, J. E. Alcock, A. Langer 
(again),'A. J. Kuntz, and L. A. Haglund, who 
took over as manager in 1971 and is still located 
in Eckville, in 1977. 

From March, 1972, the date of Federal Grain 
Company purchase by Alberta Pool, Mr. H. W. 
Johnson was elevator manager at the pool's 
Eckville No. 2 and No. 3 facilities. On July 13, 
1974 Mr. Johnson left this position. On this date 
Mr. L. A. Haglund became the manager of 























Eckville No. 3 and No. 2 in addition to managing 
the No. 1 facilities. 

Pool members who have been elected as 
delegates to represent the members in the sub- 
district which includes Benalto and Eckville are 
as follows: J. H. Suggett, of Bentley; N. S. Smith, 
of Olds; J. W. McLachlan of Hespero; R. Pye of 
Penhold; J, W. Robson of Rimbey; Alfred B, 
Haarstad of Bentley; Mike Bittner of Thorsby; 
Alfred B. Haarstad (again) of Bentley; J. D. 
Phillips of Eckville; August Liivam of Eckville; 
Glen R. Nelson, elected in 1974 and still serving 
in 1977, 

Delegates who have been elected to the pool’s 
seven-man board of directors for the district in 
which Benalto and Eckville are located are as 
follows: R. A. Macpherson of Delia, N. D. 
Stewart of Chinook, R. A. Macpherson of Delia 
(again), W. J. Blair of Naco, and G. W. 
Braithwaite of Red Deer was elected in 1960 and 
is still serving in 1977. 

N.B. During the 1976-77 Leonard Haglund 
reached the one million bushel mark in grain 
shipments. 


THE ECKVILLE HANDICRAFT GUILD — by 
va Gustavson 

In the fall of 1968, adult classes in art and 
pottery were conducted by Velma Ebl and Gor- 
don Thorsell. These classes were enthusiastical 
ly received. ‘The following year, 1969, a Handi 
craft Guild was formed. Volunteers ‘agreed to 
share their knowledge of needlework, candle 
making and other crafts. Reg Baker offered to 
teach leather tooling. It was a small beginning, 
but has grown steadily through the years. 

in 1977, instruction was given in macrame, 
decoupage, soft leather, tooled leather, 
needlework, crochet, knitting, art, pottery, 
basketry, cake decorating, lapidary and chenille 
novelties. All of these are still conducted by 
volunteers. 

For other projects, where outside teachers 
are required, a small fee is charged, During the 
past few years upholstery, furniture refinishing, 
stretch and sew and jean making have been en 
Joyed by capacity classes. 

In order to make it possible for everyone to 
take advantage of a hobby the membership fee 
has remained at one dollar per season. Over 100 
have joined each of the past two years, 

‘The highlight of the season has been the an: 
nual display and sale. It is held each year at the 
closing of the year's activities, It has proven to 
be very successful with over 500 attending and 
enjoying the fine displays. Proceeds from this 
function help buy the equipment and supplies 
necessary to keep operating. 


FRIENDSHIP CLUB, ECKVILLE & DISTRICT 

In 1972 a group of older people of Eckville 
began dicussing the possibility of having some 
sort of organization for the purpose of providing 
social and recreational activities of the senior 
citizens of the area, The idea gained momentum, 














with the result that on July 10, 1972 a meeting 
was held in the Eckville Legion Hall. A formal 
group, which became known as the Eckville and 
District Friendship Club, was organized, with 
the help of Paul Uisen, the Preventative Social 
Services representative from Lacombe. We were 
further assisted from time to time by Rick Sloan, 
who attended a number of our meetings, and by 
Ed Brandt. 

‘The Eckville Legion offered their assistance 
by providing a meeting place, free of charge, for 
the first year, and later renting us the Legion 
Hall for our weekly Thursday meetings until we 
moved into our own building in August of 1977. 
Local merchants also assisted from time to time 
by donations of oranges or other goodies for our 
special parties, and by offering a discount on ar- 
ticles purchase from them. Interested in- 
dividuals and organizations ‘have also been 
Mberal with their cash donations. 

‘Membership was open to interested adults, 
and the fee was set at $1 per year. Eighty-seven 
persons joined the Club the first year, and the 
membership has remained approximately the 
same throughout the years. 

In addition to the weekly get-togethers a 
number of organized bus tours to points of in- 
terest in surrounding towns or area have been 
arranged. 

For several years the Friendship Club spon- 
sored a horseshoe tournament in the fall, under 
the capable leadership of our most enthusiastic 
horseshoe player, Ralph Rolfsen, assisted by 
several others of our group. Various Eckville 
merchants made cash donations to provide the 
trophies which were awarded to the winners of 
the various events. A dinner, open to the public, 
was held each year in conjunction with the tour. 
nament as a means of raising money for the 
Club. 

Another yearly fund-raising event has been 
the “Fish-Mulligan’” — a picnic type supper fea- 
turing fish mulligan as the main dish, supple- 
mented by casseroles, salads, and ples. Some 
years this was held at near-by camp grounds and 
other years was served in the Club hall. These 
meals were always much enjoyed and well sup- 
ported by the general public, 

A raffle of articles donated by club members 
was held one year, and a fabric sale in 1976 added 
a tidy sum to our bank account. 

A picture, purchased by the Friendship Club, 
was presented to the residents of the Eckville 
‘Manor soon after {ts opening, and money was 
donated toward the purchase of a piano for the 
Manor. The Club also had benches built and 
placed on the downtown sidewalks for the benefit 
of anyone who wished to “sit fer a spell”. 

‘Members who, over the years, have given of 
their time and talents to serve as members of the 
club executive have been: Presidents, Bert 
Curran, Helen Terry, Mabel Kelm, Anna Jobs; 
vice-presidents, Isabel Guest, Rudolph Dahl, 
Roy Kendrew; Secretaries, Jim Brown, Helen 














Terry; Treasurers, Ruth Dobbs, Nora Moos, 
Bert Curran and Esther Mottus. (With apologies 
to any whose names may have been omitted.) 
Recognition also should be given to Wally Mottus 
and Mrs, Mable Kelm for their leadership in 
carrying out the New Horizons Project of 
providing our own Club Centre. 

‘The year 197 has been the most outstanding 
in the history of the Friendship Club. It was dur- 
ing this time that the Club secured its own 
property. Through the New Horizons project of 
the Federal Government a grant of money made 
possible the renovation of the former Canadian 
Imperial Bank building in Eckville to be used as 
the Friendship Club Centre. The building was 
made available to the Club by the Imperial Bank 
and the foundation construction and moving the 
bullding, along with the installation of gas, water 
and sewer provided by the Town of Eckville. 
‘Many hours of labor were donated by the men 
(as well as by the ladies) of the Club during the 
summer months to make the necessary 
renovations, 

‘The first meeting in our own Club Centre was 
held on August 3, 1977, with the Grand Opening 
taking place on October 6, 1977. The ribbon was 
cut and the Centre declared officially open by 
‘Mr. Jim Brown, our senior member, and one 
whose interest in the Club has been shown in so 
‘many ways since its organization in 1972. Special 
guests at this memorabie affair were Mr. Donald 
Mayne, representing the New Horizons; the 
Honourable Gordon Towers, M.P.; along with 
several local dignitaries. All of the speakers 
were lavish in their praise of what the 
Friendship Club had accomplished. 

‘The Club is now open two days a week, with 
one day being devoted to a whist party’ with 
prizes given, A pool table and shuffleboard keep 
the men busy, and the horseshoe pits are a pop- 
ular spot during the summer. The bingo games 
held once a month always prove popular. As a 
service to the Eckville Manor residents the 
Friendship Club conducts a "bingo" one night 
each month, at the Manor. Roy Kendrew is our 
genial bingo caller, with Rudolph Dahl sub- 
stituting at times when necessary. 

The Club Centre is nicely decorated by 
several oil paintings, as well as clocks, lamps, 
and other decorations donated by some of the 
members. The families of Mrs. Clara Bromling 
‘made a cash donation to the Friendship Club in 
her memory. A large oil painting, selected by 
Mrs. Helen Terry, was approved by the Club as a 
fitting memorial to one of our first, and most 
faithful, Club members. A second oil painting, 
selected by Mrs. Terry, Mrs. Jobs and Mrs. 
Kelm, was purchased by means of a donation 
made by his family as a memoral to the late Mr. 
Joe Maki. A third painting was presented to the 
Club by the residents of the Eckville Manor at 
the time of our Grand Opening, and later a pic- 
ture of the Queen was presented by Mrs. Spink, 
representing the Lacomb Council on Aging. 











6 


Our refrigerator was donated by Mrs. Mabel 
Kelm and her children in memory of another of 
our early members, Mr. Jack Kelm. The Club 
plano was purchased by funds provided by a be- 
quest from the estate of the late Mr. Leonard 
Kingsep. 

‘Many other interested Individuals and 
organizations have made donations of cash or of 
equipment or supplies, and the Club members 
are very grateful for this help. We feel very for- 
tunate fo have such a Club Centre for our own 
use, and were very pleased to receive, at the 
time of our Grand Opening, such lavish praise 
for our accomplishments. We hope that all senior 
citizens of the area will feel free to come and join 
us in the enjoyment of these fine facilities for 
years to come, 











‘THE OIL INDUSTRY 

Probably the most significant industry that 
has come or ever will come to this area is the O11 
Industry. 

In October 1956 Hudson’s Bay Oil and Gas 
drilled thelr discovery well in L.S.D.7., 32-39. 
W5. This well was drilled by Richfield Oil Cor- 
poration under the terms of a Farmount Agree. 
ment with Hudson’s Bay Oil and Gas. Hudson's 
Bay was the holder of a petroleum and natural 
gas lease issued to it by the Province of Alberta, 
covering the south half of section 32. Drilling of 
the well commenced on June 27, 1956 and it was 
completed on September 6 of that year. Oll 
production was encountered from the Basal 
Quartz and Mississippian formations. The dis- 
covery was given an Initial potential of 40 barrels 
per day of production. The surface rights for the 
well were acquired from V. A Elson as owner of 
the SE 32-39-3-W5, and Mr. Elson still resides on 
this property 

‘The Medicine River field was classified as an 
area of 2,480 acres and Estimated Recoverable 
Oil at 5,710,000 S. T. barrels. 

‘This fleld map shows the discovery well in 
L.D.S. 32-39-3-W5. 

For assistance in interpreting the map, solid 
black dots represent oil wells, an open circle sur- 
rounded by little lines, gas wells; and an open 
circle with a cross, a dry hole. 

‘The Medicine River field produces from rock 
of Jurassic age. The Jurassic age is a portion of 
the Mesozoic era, generally known as the age of 
reptiles, The sedimentary rocks in the area of 
Jurassic age were laid down as sediments in a 
Shallow tropical sea. Approximately 85 wells 
were controlled from this group office. 

OIL WELL 
GAS WELL 
DRY HOLE 




















WILDCAT DRILLING - ECKVILLE AREA 

To our knowledge, the first wildcat well 
drilled in the Eckville area was Amurex: 
Richfield-Hudson Bay Medicine River 2-32; 
located in Lsd. 2, Section 32, Township 39, Range 





























Pay No.of 
Producing Thick, Producing Original ou ou 
Zone Depth ness Wells ol Produced — Remaining, 
Lower 7050" 1” 7 9million —1.5million 15 
Cretaceous barrels barrels million 
Sand barrels 
Jurassic 7150” 2 19.5 million 5 million 145 
Sand barrels barrels million, 
barrels 
Mississippian 7250" 36 B 7.3million 2.8 million 42 
Pekisko barrels barrels milion, 
barrels 
Figure 2 


3, West of the Fifth Meridian, about two miles 
north-northwest of the town. Tt was spudded on 
December 10, 1953 and completed on March 25, 
1954 at a total depth of 8,987 feet. The well dis 
covered oil in the Lower Cretaceous Basal 
Quartz sandstone at 7,027 feet and in the 
Mississipplan Pekisko limestone at 7,230 feet. 

As of August 1, 1976, statistics on the Medicine 
River field are listed in figure 2. 

In summary, total original recoverable oil in 
the field was’ 35.8 million barrels, 9.3 million 
barrels have been produced, and 26.5 million 
barrels remain to be produced. 

In addition to the oll, the original gas reserve 
{in the field totalled 377 billion cuble feet, of which 
42 billion cubie feet have been produced, with 
remaining reserves of 333 Dillion cubic feet. 

‘These reserves and production statistics were 
taken from a publication entitled “Canadian Oil 
and Natural Gas Developments”, prepared by 
the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce. 

Texaco Exploration Canada Ltd. 
C. D. Drysdale 
Chief Geologist 


MOTHER GOOSE PLAYHOUSE HISTORY — 
by Johanne Kasha 

‘The Mother Goose Playhouse for four-year- 
old children was formed in September of 1975 by 
group of interested mothers. At this time the 
Jack & Jill Playschool had a heavy enrolment of 
five-year-old children, thus necessitating two 
classes for them. This left the four-year-old 
group without a teacher or a classroom. 

The first executive consisted of: President — 
Gail Latila (who later was replaced by Sharon 
Cooper), Vice-President — Louise Moench, 
Secretary — Emelia Thibeault, Treasurer — 
Johanne Kasha. Other board members were 
‘Terri Cunningham and Millie Posti. The teacher 
was Mrs. Debra OpdenDries. 

‘The Playhouse first operated in a room in the 











Eckville Arena on Monday, Wednesday, and Fri- 
day mornings from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. but soon 
had to move from the Arena because of various 
regulations, Then the class moved to the Lion's 
Hall and finally to the Legion Hall to finish the 
1975-1976 session in June. 





‘The Mother Goose Playhouse was greatly 
assisted in its first difficult year of operation by 
the Town of Eckville, the Recreation Board, 
local businesses, the’ Arena Committee, the 
Lion’s Club and the Legion, 

The 1976-1977 session was conducted in the 
Jack & Jill Playschool room in the north end of 
the High School building. 

Mrs. Patricia Green of Rocky Mountain 
House was the teacher for both the Mother 
Goose Playhouse and the Jack & Jill Playschool 
during this school year, 


REMINISCINGS OF AN ECKVILLE SCHOOL 
GIRL — by Alice Hawkins 

All the exhibitions with their death defying 
rides will never produce the excitement, the “my 
stomach’s falling out” feeling that I experienced 
sliding down Kasper's Hill. Whether on a 
toboggan or skis, without the benefit of poles, the 
inevitable pile up was an experience. Hurled 
face first into the ditch of white, soft, glittering 
snow was exhilarating. 

Smells produce fantastic memories. All the 
seasons were heralded by their smells. We 
predicted the weather by smells. It smells like 
rain, it smells like a chinook, (which is magic in 
itself), the smell of the soft warm wind that 
appeared from nowhere. It smells like snow. The 
cold air would rush up your nose on a crisp, clear 
winter night and it was a good clean smell. The 
delicate smell of spring, fresh green leaves and 
pussy willows. 

The bakery had a smell that would tease your 
appetite. Hot bread must be the best smell in the 
world, and you could watch Mr. Jackson putting 
all those good smells on trays in the window not 
only one day, but every day of the week. 

‘The Co-op Store was full of good smells: the 
coffee brewing, hamburger being ground and 
sawdust on the floor. The dry goods with the 
‘smell of winter or summer clothes, depending on 
the season. The smell of vegetables, fruit, binder 
twine, leather, it was fascinating to experience 
all the different smelis in one quick walk through 
the store. 

Garages smelled good, too. They had an 
earthy smell, combined with gas and grease that 




















was sometimes sharp but always stimulating. 
The train pulling into the station had a special 
smell, perhaps It was a smell of longing to move 
fon, as many of us did. 

‘Summer had a warm exciting smell — bicycle 
hikes to the gravel pit, a game of scrub in the va- 
cant lot, jacks and marbles played in the dirt, 
Run Sheep Run and Red Light, Green Light 
played every night after supper. Sandwiches, 
watermelon and homemade ice cream, summer 
was great for smells. Fall brought with it all the 
smells that made you feel safe and warm inside. 
‘The farmers stooking, digging new potatoes, 
chopping wood, raking the leaves, airing the 
blankets, these smells gave you the assurance of 
a close, cosy winter. 

Not ‘all the smells were good: one especially 
was very frightening, the smell of smoke. We 
had several bad fires. We watched Kennedy's 
house burn to the ground, partly out of a certain 
curiosity but mostly in genuine concern, to offer 
assistance, Every chimney fire was a potential 
danger. Volunteers worked tirelessly to help put 
out the fires, 

‘A sage plece of advice is to cross your bridges 
when you come to them, but this isnot always as 
easy as it sounds. A particularly troublesome 
bridge to cross was the trestle over the 
Horseguard river. I have always regretted the 
fact that I never had courage enough to walk 
across it, It was exciting to get to the trestle, 
gaze at those tracks that seemed to stretch 
endlessly to the other side, and think “Today I'm 
going to do it.” 

It was easy to start out with bravado. A cer- 
tain gait would lead you from one railroad tie to 
the other and I could go for perhaps 60 feet 
without any problem, Each time I attempted the 
crossing, 1 vowed I would not look down. Two 
things contributed greatly to my fear. First, 
there was nothing to hang on to, and second, it 
seemed a very long way down. Once I got almost 
half way across, and although I hadn't looked 
down, Iwas aware that there was water beneath 
me, Each step I took from tle to tie, increased 
my anxiety. Inever made it... . Something com- 
pelled me to look down, and that finished it. As on 
50 many previous attempts, I would sit down, 
and gingerly turn over on my hands and knees. 
In this position I would start the long trek back, 
as my stomach produced all kinds of revolting 
things which I swallowed. I would end up back 
where I had started much to the disgust of 
myself and some of my companions. I certainly 
admired those who could walk all the way 
across, and I was awed by the few who dared to 
run across. While I was disappointed by my in- 
ability to conquer the trestle, I was able to find 
some consolation among many of my friends 
who, like myself, never crossed that bridge. 

Even though the venture of crossing the tres. 
tle ended in consistent failure there were 
rewards, Sometimes the train would go by while 
we were there. The engineer always waved and 
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blew the whistle and we watched the steam come 
rolling through the cow catcher in big white 
clouds. One of our favorite games was to put pen- 
nies on the track and wateh the train wheels 
whirr over them. Then we would pick them up 
and admire how flattened they were. Beside the 
tracks, and along the river, the orange tiger lilies 
and the tiny purple shooting stars were resplen- 
dent. If the season was right, we would find wild 
strawberries or brilliant yellow buttercups. 


On our street we had an implement shed, and 
because Mr, Cowan owned it, we called it 
“Cowan's Implement Shed." To me, it appeared 
huge. It was constructed of corrugated tin, and I 
think it had sliding doors, although I very seldom 
saw the doors shut. This was a storage shed for 
the farm machinery Mr. Cowan sold. 

Every time we walked by it we would run our 
fingers along the outside wall, or grab a stick and 
run that along the side. It made a super rumbling 
sound, Sometimes we played Inside the shed. If It 
was raining that was an added bonus. The rain 
Grops on the tin roof sounded like machine guns. 
It was an ideal place to play cowboys and Indians 
or Hide and Seck. You could hide around the 
tractors or harrows and keep moving from one 
place to another as the “‘seeker”” spent many 
frustrating minutes trying to find you. 

While the shed was an intriguing and 
mysterious place in which to play during the day, 
as the shadows lengthened it took on a sinister 
air, With the moonlight and the street light shin- 
ing into the shed, the implements took on all 
sorts of menacing features. Each time I had to 
pass it on my way home, I was certain something 
‘would leap out and grab me. Most times I would 
run down the middle of the road until I was past 
it and then walk very quickly home. 

Occasionally I would elect to walk down the 
sidewalk, The walk was elevated along Cowan's 
house and then it dipped two or three feet on the 
approach to the shed. There was a window in the 
Cowan house that faced out onto the walk and it 
was hard to walk by and NOT look in. Mr. Cowan 
always sat in a chair next to that window and 
read, I could have touched him he was so close. I 
would walk as far as to where he was sitting, and 
stop. He was very nice and many times T con- 
templated knocking on the door and asking him 
to take me home, but I never did. Instead I would 
take a deep breath, hold it, and run as fast as my 
legs would go, past the shed, past the houses and 
almost home, finally to breathe again. 

Although 1 have outlived the Cowan shed, its 
memory is still with me. I think of the shed as T 
watch my own figure cast a shadow, and 1 es. 
pecially think of it when I have occasion to hold 
my breath! 














It was inspiring to go to school in Eckville. 
‘There were always so many things happening — 
decorating the school or making costumes for 
Valentines, St. Patricks or Hallowe'en. Labelling 











new equipment, unpacking new and exciting 
books, preparing for the exams, waiting for new 
teachers to arrive, going to another town for a 
sports event, there was always something to look 
forward to, 

Everybody went to school regardless of 
weather. If it was 40 below you just wrapped 
another scarf around your head. Many morn- 
ings I tried unsuccessfully to smooth out the 
“bumps” under my stockings caused by the 
long-legged underwear. God, how I hated that 
underwear What’a challenge to appear 
feminine without Stantields wrinkles and lumps 
in evidence. But, unless you were extremely ill, 
you went to school. 

Sports were fun in those days, everyone got to 
play regardless of ability and school spirit was 
high on the ball field, the hockey rink and the 
track. 

My first school was held in the Presbyterian 
Chureh. Miss McKinnon was the teacher. She 
was a fantastic woman, blessed with patience 
and good humor. I met’her 30 years later and 
despite many years of teaching reluctant 
children both those good qualities were still 
much in evidence, 

A more serious incident at school was the 
scabies epidemic. Everywhere you looked kids 
were scratching. It was terribie. Dr. Coppock 
prescribed a foul smelling sulphur olntment that 
we plastered all over our bodies. Eventually the 
outbreak was controlled, but the itching seemed 
to last an eternity. 

As we progressed to the higher grades school 
became more sophisticated. We experienced a 
greater range of emotions. We all witnessed the 
School fire. The School was a gathering place of 
friends, the nucleus of all our activities, we were 
happy there. As we watched the flames ravage 
the building, we felt a very personal loss, 

By the time you reached Grade 9 or 10 it was, 
very much in vogue to address everyone by their 
last name or by a nickname. We had some good 
ones for the boys: Smix, Corky, Two-Ton, Newt, 
Man, 

In order to ensure our attendance was regular 
we were given vitamin pills daily. Kay 
MacDonald used to bring her dog, Ricky, to 
school and we all fed him all our pills. He was 
probably the healthiest dog in the country. 

‘The teacher that created the biggest impres- 
slon on me was Horace McCall. It was like an 
awakening when he arrived. It was as If he said 
— “O.K., open your eyes, this is what It's all 
about.’” His classes were always interesting and 
stimulating. Perhaps it was a combination of 
age, teacher and the times, 

Although [have always been grateful to Mike 
Worsley for helping me pass my Physies, I can 
remember at least five mice that through his 
courtesy, ran through my desk. The year I was in 
Grade 12 Thad the fortune or misfortune, to be 
the only girl in the grade. It was only my sense of 














humour that sustained me through it. T must 
have sat on 500 tacks that year 

‘The ‘‘Coup” of my high school years had to be 
the “Great Window Caper.” It must have oc- 
curred during Math class which required a good 
deal of board work on the teacher’s part. Every 
time the teacher wrote on the blackboard one of 
‘us would jump out the window. You had to move 
quickly, but silently out of your desk, sit on the 
window sill, pull your legs through and drop to 
the ground outside, which was a pretty fair drop. 
‘The excitement was in not knowing at what mo- 
‘ment the teacher would turn around. A more dif. 
ficult task was maintaining a straight face and 
appearing interested in the lesson. I think we all 
made it, and remember standing on the ground 
under the window, doubled over in laughter. It 
really WAS an accomplishment, and it is one of 
my favorite memories. 


IN 1939 WE SAW THE KING AND QUEEN — by 
Mrs. Frank Coppock 

We finally succumbed to the spirit which 
prevailed throughout Canada and we, too, 
followed the thousands who flocked into Edmon’ 
ton on Friday to see the King and Queen. 

When it was finally conceded that Frank 
would not be able to make the trip with us by car, 
I decided to take Audrey and Donna upon the 
special train which ran through South Eckville, 
on the C.P.R., one mile from here, Miss Jolly 
made the trip with us and certainly made the day 
much easier for me by the assistance she 
rendered to the youngsters. 

Frank took u3 across to the station at elght- 
thirty in the morning. There was quite a crowd 
there when we arrived, as the teachers were tak- 
ing the rest of the school children who hadn't 
gone by car. It must have been about nine o'clock 
When our Royal Train, as Miss Jolly called it, 
pulled out of the station. We reaily didn't mind 
the long hours we were on the train. The 
youngsters spent the first hour getting all the 
windows opened, and did remarkably well to lean 
out as far as they did without falling out. About 
ten o'clock the cry of “when do we eat?” became 
quite general; Mr. Scott, the Principal, was the 
first to feel the pangs of hunger. We didn’t eat 
Just then, but it was not long before 12 when the 
first munchers started eating. 

‘New recruits came in all along the line, and 
there was a great deal of cheering at each town 
we passed through. We had plenty of room in our 
coach and, as there were not any more added to 
it, I surmised that each town had a coach to 
themselves. The bridges proved a great attrac- 
tion to the children, and they got in some prac- 
tice cheering each’ time we went over one of 
them. 

AS we drew near the city, the teachers 
decided that they would march with the children 
from the station to their seats, a distance of 
about two miles out on Jasper Avenue, Audrey 
and Donna had their seats reserved with the rest 














of the school children but neither Miss Jolly nor 1 
had seats arranged for. Mr. Scott advised us to 
take the bus out to where they were going and 
take a chance on getting in somewhere near 
them, However, as we came into the city we 
passed right by the Parliament buildings and we 
figured that would be an ideal spot from which to 
see everything, so, at the station Miss Jolly and 1 
and the children left the rest. 

From inquiries at a small ticket booth at the 
station we found that all the seats up near the 
Parliament buildings were gone but, since they 
were a dollar apiece, we didn’t weep over that! 
Not to be daunted, we boarded a street car and 
got off at the entrance to the Parliament 
buildings. That was about two-thirty and at that 
time there were very few spectators around, as 
ieast compared to what came later. Most were 
outside along the curb and sidewalks. Just a few 
were inside the gates, and that is where we 
parked, right on the curb, just inside the gates. 
No one seemed to know whether we would be 
allowed to stay there or not, as there was a first. 
aid station right behind us and the way to it had 
tobe Kept open. However, we were lucky, but had 
we known at the time we might even have been 
able to get quite close to the steps and seen the 
King and Queen alight from the car and enter the 
building. The soldiers were lined up in a guard of 
honor right in front of us; but they told us that the 
car would enter the other gate a few feet behind 
us, We were skeptical, but when we saw the 
Dragoons gallop by with their red tunics and 
silver plumeted helmets and enter the other gate 
we realized our mistake. Miss Jolly sald, “Come 
on let’s go.” and I said “What about our 
things?”, which were in a pile on the curb. But 
she took ‘it all in her stride and with one swoop 
had all the coats, lunch, etc., in her arms and one 
of the youngsters under her guard for good 
measure. We had just a few feet to go; Audrey 
and Miss Jolly got a good look at both the King 
‘and Queen that time. I don’t know what Donna 
saw, and I was so busy with my camera trying to 
get a picture that I missed out on that view. [had 
the camera all set and almed at the car which I 
thought carried the Royal Couple, but I always 
look before I alm so Trealized that not any in that 
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car were the ones I was after so I didn’t even 
snap a picture. 

By that time the crowd was running up 
toward the steps and Donna and Miss Jolly had 
disappeared. Audrey and I went back to our first 
spot but Iwas pretty uneasy when I didn’t see the 
other two. I left Audrey parked between two 
soldiers with orders not to dare move. I soon 
found Miss Jolly and Donna farther up the line 
and they came back with me, which was a better 
place. it was then four-thirty and we had one 
hour to wait before the King and Queen were to 
come out of the building. This time we were sure 
they were coming right in front of us, so we stood 
packed right in line for the whole hour. 

‘The guard of honor along each side moved up 
close together with just room enough for the cars 
to pass in between, I had Audrey and Donna 
between two soldiers and we were right behind 
them; so we all got a perfect view this time, 
although I was left with the feeling that it 
couldn't be possible that I had actually seen 
them, 

‘The crowd long before this had come down 
from their seats in the bleachers and were 
massed outside the gates. In our first two-hour 
wait we had seen the members and their wives 
and all those who were to be presented go by and 
enter the Legislative building. We had a good 
chance to see the fashions of the day, and had a 
‘good mind to chuck our shopping bags and lunch 
and take a chance on following them In. 
Nevertheless, we didn’t make the attempt and 
there was plenty of entertainment in the form of 
bands, bagpipes and marching to help pass the 
time quickly. It was five-thirty when the proces- 
sion left the Parliament bulldings. We then 
wandered out of the gates and, upon inquiring, 
found that traffic would be tied up for more than 
an hour. 











‘This portion of a letter written by Marjorie 
Coppock in the summer of 1939 was found by her 
daughters, Audrey and Donna, after her death, 
‘The Miss Jolly referred to in the letter was an 
Eckville Hospital nurse who later married a man 
named Ball. The Frank referred to is, of course, 
her husband, Frank Coppock. 
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Do you own or rent the farm or ranch ?. 
Place of residence during 1918. Se 
Did you make a Dominion Income Tax Return for 1918?. 74: Have you been assessed for Dominion Income Tax for 1918 ? 
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State whether married or unmarried, widow or widower....°7.74 





State number and ages of children under the age of 18 years dependent on you for support... Gorden 
If supporting dependent brothers or sisters under the age of 18 years or a| 
dependent parent or parents, grandparent or grandparents, give particulars. | 


Ifa widow or widower state number and ages of dependent children, if any, under the age of 21 years 
fr over 21 years of age and dependent on you for support on account of physical or mental incapacity. 


I hereby certify that the return embodied herein, the supplementary statements and additional schedules 
attached, if any, contains a true and complete statement of my Gross Income and Deductions claimed for the 
year 1919. 
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Me, and Mrs. JE. Lundberg with thee children, Botten sisters, 
CChatie Gustavson seated on the corner. His Livery stable and 
\woodplle. Tree men unkown, 


John Lundberg (eft) and Charlie Gustavson infront of Chase's 
Livery Bar. 191. 









Homestead home of 1M. ¥ 
ssellbesie the house, About 1912. 














eke Hotel 1921-1922. Jak Coglin, manager. 


Hoel chimney standing after fre that destroyed the eastside of, 
rain seta Ble» 1928 





Elevator fie. 


Hub’ Harness and Shoe Shop - 1938. 
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John Kenia Se. Garage 


Selvais Blacksmith Shop, 


‘Archie Litt, John Johnson, John Vilala, , Arvied Thorkman, 
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ASH, W. 

1, William Allan Ash, was born in 1892, at 
South Molton, Devonshire, England. I was the 
oldest of three boys. I also had two sisters, whom 
Tnever saw as they died of diptheria before I was 
born. 

My early years were spent at South Molton 
where I went to school. Later we moved to Wood- 
bury, south east of Exeter, Devonshire because 








Family Biographies 


my parents died and we lived with relatives. 
1, came to Canada in 1907. My brothers came 


joined up with the Manitoba Dragoons in the first 
World War and was killed in action. Jack, my 
youngest brother now lives in Ameleusberg, On- 


tario. 


On arriving in Canada I first went to 


Clanwilliam, 





| 
atter T did, Harold Joe, the second youngest | 
North’ Minedosa, Manitoba. 1 | 





worked on a farm owned by Melville McKinny 
(who was a South African Veteran), for about 
three years. In 1910 Melville moved to a 
homestead about 65 miles north east of Brooks 
and I moved with him, as well as another S.A. 
veteran, Henry Monroe. I was not supposed to 
ride in the settlers box car as T was not a member 
of the family, however, Henry Monroe told me to 
wait at the side of the track farther away from 
the station, and when the train pulled out of 
Minedosa, ‘I was thrown a rope and pulled 
aboard, 

I homesteaded the SW 32-26-10-W4, later 
called the Square Deal district, in November 
1910, although I was not quite 18 years old (they 
stretched a point for me so I could qualify). 
Later I also acquired the SE 32 to make a half 
section farm. 

T worked a short time on the Bassano Dam 
which was being built in 1912. Through the early 
years I worked out through the summers for 
Melville McKinny and Henry Monroe, staying on 
the homestead in the winter as I had built a house 
the first thing. 

Twas called up for the first War but failed my 
physical exam owing to my ankles having been 
broken when I was very young. 

In 1915 I worked in Calgary, dismantling old 
buildings to salvage the lumber. In 1916 I worked 
In the Gleichen district on farms. I started farm 
ing in 1917, having bought some horses with a 
loan from Melville McKinny. In 1918 my friend, 
Melville, died and I was asked to, and did, rent 
his land as it was a section with more land 
broken than on mine. I rented mine out as it was 
too far from the McKinny section. In all the 
years I farmed the McKinny land I had only two 
‘good crops, in 1923 and again in 1925. With some 
of the 1925 crop money I bought a new Model T. 
Ford. Wheat at that time was as near as I can 
remember, at $2.50 a bushel. 

In the fall of 1926 T married Lilly Susan 
Kearon, whose folks had farmed near me. In 1934 
we decided to leave the desert for the rains of 
Leslieville. A brother-in-law, Robert (Bob) 
Roberts, having already moved to the area was 
renting the SW 24-41.6, We brought two car loads 
of effects and livestock. For awhile we lived on 
the SE 2441-6, then my wife took over a 
homestead from her father, the NE 7.41.5, in 
1936. We skidded a house that I had built on sec. 
tion 24, with teams to the north east corner of the 
quarter, where it accidentally burned down 34 
years later just after I sold the quarter to Neil 
Godlonton in 1970. 

In 1940 I bought the SE 7-41-5 for $200 and this, 
T sold in 1960, 

‘At different times I worked out at local saw- 
mills such as McDougall and Milton Dahmer 
where I looked after the steam engine. I 
remember one time when the belt broke on the 
flyball governor. The saw got going at a fearful 
speed. The crew working at the mill disappeared 
like streaks of lightning. It was a few moments 
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before I was able to get the engine shut down, 
and all I could think of was the blade going 
through me. It had a fearful scream at that high 
speed. 

Lilly and I had one child, a girl we named 
May Lillian. She was born on July 27, 1927. May 
went to school at Washington Heights and helped 
us on the farm up to, and for awhile after her 
marriage to Elmer Howard Mason. In the fall of 
1948, they moved in to Rocky Mountain House. 
They have three daughters, Margaret, twins 
Marilyn and Marie, and two boys Clayton and 
Brian. In the fall of 1971 Elmer passed away 
May still lives there with thelr two boys. She has 
worked at the Mount View and David Thompson 
Hotels for the passed 17 years. All of her 
daughters are married. 

Tnow reside in Eckville where Ihave lived for 
almost nine years. 


BAKER, MAUDIE (McFAUL) 

Maudie Baker daughter of James and Ella 
McFau! came to Red Deer, N.W.T. with her 
parents in 1901 from Michigan, U.S.A. She went 
fo school in Red Deer for a short time. Then, 
worked for Bell Telephone until her parents 
moyed to their homestead in 1902. Maudie went 
on this venture with them. A few years later, her 
mother's health began to fail, they decided to 
move to Vancouver and give up the homestead. 
It was here she met her future husband, Ernie 
Baker, who, at that time, was a barber. They 
were married and decided to look for greener 
pastures. They moved to Coombes on Vancouver 
Island where they operated a General store for 
many years. They retired in Nanaimo where 
they were both very active in church work. 
Maudie was organist at the Brechin United 

yhurch for many years. Ernie, although failing 
in health, taught ceramics at a senior complex in 
Nanaimo until his death in 1974. Maudie and Er- 
nie had three children. Harvey the only one liv 
ing, lives in Vietoria. Hie is also active in musical 
circles and church work. His family are very 
musical also, and wife, May, keeps busy as a 
registered nurse. 





























‘THE REG BAKER FAMILY — by a daughter, 
Winnifred Cameron 

In the year 1910 my father, Reg Baker, with 
his wife, Nora, came from England to the west of 
Canada. With his wife and small daughter Betty 
he took’ up a homestead and pre-emption at a 
place called Metishon, Alberta. They brought 
with them just their personal things and a few 
household goods. Here they quickly built a sod 
house that provided a roof over their heads for a 
short time until their house was built. Their first 
furniture was made from packing boxes and 
barrels, and made homely with coverings. Then 
‘came two chickens, one cow and a pig. With this, 
plus a team of oxen and a plough they were all 
set to get going. 

Here they lived and worked hard to make a 
home and farm for nine years. During this time I 
(Winnie) was born; also my sister, Cecilie, and 
my brother Rex, 

By this time, the area was getting very dry 
and my father thought It was time to move. So, 
after some looking in British Columbia and 
Alberta, in August of 1920 we found ourselves 
landing’ in a place called Condor. We brought 
with us three train car loads of stock, machinery 
and household goods. My dad had bought a farm 
that had belonged to a Mr. Claude Saker, who 
later was killed in the First World War. 

‘This farm was in the bush country about two 
miles north west of Condor, as the crow flies, and 
this was about the way we used to travel as there 
were no roads to speak of at that time and very 
few fences. However, roads soon became 
necessary a land was taken up and fences were 
built. The men of the district would work off thelr 
taxes by doing road work with horse-drawn slips 
and graders — and hard work it was! Many of 
the roads were made over swamps. Here poles 
were put down crossways close together and 
then covered with dirt. In dry weather, if kept 
graded, this made a fair road, but when the rains 
came the wheels cut down to the poles and were 
very bumpy and hard on the horses. 

‘The first night in Condor we spent at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Prendergast who lived in Con- 
dor, and the second night with Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Patterson, who were our neighbors to the 
south of our farm. By the next night we were 
settled in the one-room shack of Mr. Saker’s. We 
would bring beds in at night from a shed and take 
them out in the morning to make room to get 
meals. So, of course the first thing to think of was 
a home. With the help of many good neighbors 
‘we were into this home before Christmas, less 
than four months from our arrival. 

‘The reason my dad bought this farm was 
because it was Just half a mile from a school, and 
with four small children schooling had to be 
thought of. My memories of Prairie Rose School 
is that of a steady stream of teachers. I don't 
know if we were extra bad kids, or if they saw 
greener pastures elsewhere. In the two years I 
attended Prairie Rose School I remember only 

















some of the teachers. Miss Gertl Reighley was a 
local girl, and she stayed the longest time. She 
later married a Mr. Bob Shaw and the last I 
heard they were living In England. I often see 
two of her sisters, Mrs. Bertha McCallum and 
Mrs, Mattie Martin, both living in Red Deer. The 
other teachers I remember were Miss Smith, 
Miss Thompson, Mrs. English, Miss 
Summerhaze, Mr. Metcalf and a Mr. Springbet. I 
am sure there were more. A number of them 
boarded at our home, 

‘That first year, having come in the fall, my 
dad had to buy all his stock feed, and it was a 
long cold winter. By the time spring came there 
was a hay shortage in the area, and it was very 
expensive. Then a slump in livestock prices 
created a real disaster. However, like it was at 
that time there seemed to be many good 
neighbors on hand to help. I remember a Mr. 
Ludwig coming one day and saying “I have a 
large stack of hay that I won't be needing, so help 
yourself, Reg — we'll talk about payment later.” 
‘Then came Mr. Frank Patterson with, “Hel 
yourself to straw. I have more than I will need.’ 

My dad, being a veterinarian, was very 
useful, to all, in those days. I am sure he 
returned in full the many things done for him. He 
never turned down a request to go and attend a 
sick animal, and stayed with them for hours if 
necessary. I remember this well, as many of 
these trips seemed to come just at milking time! 

‘The country in 1920 was not well settled and 
there were lots of open sections of land. This was 
a great delight to prairie-born kids. We would 
often lie quietly by a stream and watch the 
beavers building their dams, but just let us move 
or cough and “slap” would go the old beaver’s 
tall and all would be out of sight for some time. 
‘This was on the river known as the Horseguard, 
although at that time it was shown on maps as 
Last Hill Creek. The beavers had made many 
backwaters to float logs for dams and food to the 
river. These were, no doubt, a trial to the 
farmers, but they 'made up a serles of little 
islands, and these were great fun for us to ex- 
plore. The three younger of us kids would get 
‘Mom to pack a lunch and we would go exploring 
in what we called the Cannibal Islands, one-half 
a mile from home. 

Both my mother and dad, who had left 
servant-run homes in England, must have found 
it a great change living in Canada, but they both 
loved nature and animals. They seemed always 
fo have time for taking us for walks and explain- 
ing the names of flowers, birds, trees, and 
butterflies, giving each thelr proper names, 
‘Many times these trips were made useful, too, as 
we would pick wild fruit, of which the country 
had a great quantity and a great variety. Both 
Mother and Dad worked hard on the farm but 
still seemed to have time for family and friends 
and community work. 

Dad served on school boards, Chamber of 
Commerce, and was weed inspector on several 














occasions. He was also a great worker for the 
Chatauqua that came each year to our communi- 
ty, for a few days, bringing us a touch of the out- 
side world with good musie, plays, lectures and 
many other interesting things. Each sponsor, 
like my father, would guarantee the sale of so 
many tickets, and I well remember going with 
my mother to sell these tickets, and the things we 
took in trade, as money was scarce in those days. 
By trading for grain, meat, chickens, or most 
anything it made it possible for a lot of people to 
take this in who otherwise could not have gone. 

‘My mother, with six to feed plus a teacher to 
board, still had time for Red Cross, W.I. and for 
helping neighbors when sickness struck in their 
homes. 

Going back to school days, after two years at 
Prairie Rose the powers that were saw fit to 
move the school to Condor and that left us in a 
different school district. From then on we went 
the three miles to school at Leslieville, 

Living as we did in the center of a triangle we 
were three miles by road from three different 
towns — Condor, Alhambra, and Leslieville — 
and at different times they were cach our mail- 
ing address. Over the years we knew many peo- 
ple in all three areas. 

At this time I should mention another 
nelghbor, a Mr. Bob Graham, “Mr. Bob” to us 
Kids. In his early days he had been’a mountain 
guide, and was full of great stories. He would 
often take us for walks, and taught us a great 
deal about nature and the way to avoid getting 
lost in the bush, as well as what berries were 
00d to eat. In later years, as he became quite 
crippled, one of us would go the mile to his place 
every day to see if he was O.K. I remember him 
teaching my mother how to cook beaver meat — 
three long boilings in clean water, then cook as 
other meat. 

In 1953 Dad and Mother moved to Eckville to 
help me take care of my daughter, Laurie, as I 
had just become a widow that year and knew I 
would have to go to work. We all settled in on an 
eight-acre place, with a large old home, on the 
edge of Eckville town. With a great deal of 
renovations the home was soon ready, and this 
was to be retirement for Dad and Mom. 
However, Dad brought along a team of horses, 
pigs, two cows and some chickens, so he was 
soon set up with his beloved chores to keep him 
busy. 

Dad soon joined the Light Horse Association 
and would judge classes of horses at the local 
stampede. i also recall him teaching the young 
folks how to shoe horses, and giving many good 
hints to them regarding owning a horse. 

Dad also took up leather carving and became 
s0 good at it that he soon was teaching it at the 
Handicraft Guild which had been organized in 
Eckville. Many school classes came down to his, 
work shop and there they would see not only 
leather carving but also a number of interesting 





things In his artifact collection. Many of these 
things are now in the Edmonton museum. 

For Mom this was the first time since she 
came to Canada that she was able to become ac- 
tive In the Anglican Church. She was an active 
member of the Auxiliary up to the time of her 
passing. She also enjoyed many a good bridge 
game. To everyone in Eckville, young and old, 
my parents soon became “Grannie” and 
“Grandpa”. In all, the Bakers, Reg and Nora, 
raised a happy, useful (I hope!) family. 

Of the family, Betty married Emil Ulmer, 
and farmed and taught school for many years at 
Onoway, Alberta, For the last few years of her 
life she taught at Sylvan Lake. Betty and Emil 
had two children, Ken and Fern. Ken lost his life 
in a drowning accident, and left four small 
children. Fern married David Brooks and lives 
at Fort McMurray where she had gone to teach 
school. For the past several years she has been 
librarian there. They have one girl, Lamsin. 

I, Winnie, married Fred Cameron, who was a 
C.N:R. agent and was well known in the area as 
he was agent at Leslieville for 17 years. He 
belonged to the Rocky Mountain House Masonic 
lodge and took his term as Master and was made 
official bard of the lodge. As a C.N.R. agent we 
moved many times, living in many Alberta 
towns and loving them all. Fred's last station 
was at Galahad, where he died in 1953, 

Our son Jim is an official with the C.N.R. in 
Edmonton and our daughter Laurle, graduated 
from the University of Alberta as a social 
worker. She married Bill Johnson. They live in 
Edmonton and have two boys. 

Thad a jewellery store in Sylvan Lake for 20 
years, but I retired in 1977. 

Cecelia, daughter number three of Reg and 
Nora married Al Chandler and lived and taught 
School in Edmonton until the time of her passing, 
‘They had a son Frank, now Dr. Frank Chandler 
of Dartmouth University, Halifax. 

Rex, the only son of Reg and Nora, married 
Pat Baker from Okanagan, B.C. They farmed at 
the old home farm and Rex's farm that used to 
belong to Mr. Bob until 1953. In that year Rex 
became afflicted with polio and was no longer 
able to farm. He became a jeweller and had a 
jewellery store in Eckville for 22 years, until his 
retirement in January, 1977. 

Rex and Pat had four children. Peter is 
married and lives at Penhold. Debby lives In 
Eckville. Mike is married and lives near 
Eckville and Venora is still at home. The Baker 
family will carry on the name for at least two 
more generations, with Peter and Mike and their 
two sons, Darin and Ben, 

‘This is my tribute to a great pioneer family. 














LISA LUNDBERG BALDWIN 
Charlie Gustavson went for the doctor in 1908, 
when Lisa was born on the homestead in the 
Lockhart district. 
‘There are very few memorles of this first 








home because the child was only four years old 
when the family moved from there to Eckville. 
However, she does remember the peddler who 
called with his enclosed vehicle filled with many 
things to sell, such as fabrics, buttons and 
thread, kitchen utensils, tools, and groceries, in- 
cluding oranges. The child delighted in the color 
and taste of the new fruit, causing the delicious 
flavor to linger still in her mind. 

‘The family lived in Eckville from 1912 to 1918, 
during which time Lisa attended the old Eckville 
school, a mile north of the village. While growing 
up she played and quarreled with the kids there. 
Some of the children remembered are the 
Clausens, Ted Rogers, Evelyn Spurgeon, the 
Herring girls, the Garries and the Sestraps. Lisa 
remembers racial and nationality prejudices — 
the idea being that only those of British ancestry 
were good people. 

‘The Lundberg farmily moved to the farm in 
1918, about three miles east, 
me memorable incidents she remembers 
while growing, and later as an adult were: 

Falling through the ice on the Medicine River 
when returning from school, and her brother, 
Okey, pulling her out, 

Helping with farm and household chores, 
Once, Lisa tripped and fell with two pails full of 
milk. 














‘The sad death of her mother in 1918, and she 
and Lester living with the Botten family south of 
Eckville for about two years. 





ise Baldwin, 








Her father’s second marriage to Ida Pearson 
in 1920, 

Conracting TB when 13 years of age and hav. 
ing to stay out of school for a year. 

Completing schooling in Eckville and Red 
Deer and attending Normal in Calgary in 1925- 
1926, and there living with the Storeys, former 
Eckville residents. 

‘Teaching north of Eckville, in the Andrews 
school, in Bentley, Okotoks, and in and around 
Calgary for 23 years, taking time out while her 
daughter, Beverly, was growing up. 

Travelling extensively, including four trips to 
Sweden to visit relatives’ and to other parts of 
Europe, Russia, Romania, Czechoslovakia, 
Hawaii and the States. 

Her marriage to Everett Baldwin, principal 
of the Eckville High School, in 1931. 

Being always and continuously interested in 
world affairs and politics, and running as a can- 
didate for the provincial New Democratle Party. 

The unspeakable sadness caused by the 
deaths of members of her family — her mother 
in 1918, her father in 1950, and her two brother 
Okey in 1970 and Lester in 1974 

In later years, Lisa has come to the conclu- 
sion that the two periods in one’s lifetime that 
are most enjoyable are childhood and retire- 
ment, because each entails freedom from ten- 
sion and compulsory work, enabling one to pur- 
sue desired endeavors, 


BARDENHAGEN, JACK AND AGNES — by 
Agnes Bardenhagen 

John Franklin (Jack) Bardenhagen was born 
at Bentley, on March 25, 1929. 

Agnes Fern Sveinson was born at Markerville 
on October 6, 1925. 

Jack and Agnes were married in the Marker- 
ville Lutheran Church on October 6, 1950, 

‘Their attendants were Jack’s cousin Robert 
Kraft and Agnes’s cousin Thora Fisher and her 
younger sister Shirley Sveinson, 

‘Jack has lived all his life in the Eckville district, 
first on the farm at Gilby and then in town where 
he attended school. 

Agnes took her preliminary education in 
Markerville and attended High School in Dickson 
and Innisfail. She entered Nurses’ Training at 
the Holy Cross Hospital in Calgary in 1943, 
graduating in 1946, 

She nursed in Calgary and Wayne, Alberta, 
before coming to the Eckville Hospital in 
February, 1948. She remembers that year well 
for the “big flood’. Jack’s cousin Floyd Kraft, 
drowned in the Horseguard River that spring. 

‘Jack played baseball and hockey. He started 
playing baseball with his father Ole and Uncle 
Fred, He coached the Bashaw Men's Team when 
living at Dorenlee, Alberta. 

He played hockey in Calgary in 1945 with the 
Calgary Buffalo Junior Team. He was a member 
of the Eckville Highway 11 Champs in 1946-1947, 
Jack and Agnes’ first two children were born in 























Eckville, William John (Bill) on July 1, 1952 and 
Beverly Agnes on November 21, 1953. A third 
child, Donald Blair was born on July 7, 1955 at 
Lacombe. 

Jack bought livestock with his father for 
several years and then worked for Bill Marsh in 
the Eckville Hotel. In 1953 he began buying grain. 
for Searle Grain Company. He bought grain at 
Dorenlee and Huxley, Alberta, and then returned 
to Eckville to work for Roy Berry at the hotel. 

In 1958-1959 Jack and Agnes rented the 
Lesiiville Hotel from Archie and Mabel 
Richardson. This was a most enjoyable year and 
they enjoyed curling and the friendly communi 
ty. 

In the past few years Jack has worked on the 
‘Trans-Canada Pipeline and enjoyed traveling 
and meeting new people. 

‘Agnes resumed her Nursing career in 1959, 
and except for a short time she spent in Red Deer 
in 1969, has been on the Eckville Hospital Staff 
continuously since then. 

Bill lives at home and works on construction 
and trucking. He has played hockey with the 
Eckville Eagles but his favorite pastime is work 
ing with motors in his shop at home. 

‘Beverly lives at Yellowknife, N.W.T. where 
she is employed at the Bank of Montreal and has 
established a permanent residence there this 
year by purchasing a trailer. She truly loves the 
North Country and participates in various 
sports. She particularly likes camping and 
fishing in the northern lakes. 

Donald married Beverly Ann Smith, on June 
28, 1975 in Eckville and they have a Son Alan 
Donald born February 24, 1977. 





BARDENHAGEN, OLE AND HELEN — by 
Agnes Bardenhagen 

‘Ole Bardenhagen came with his parents to 
Canada in 1905 from the U.S.A., where he was 
born in Michigan In December, 1896. Helena 
Caroline Johnson was born’ in Hancock, 
Michigan on February 11, 1901. She later lived in 
Butte, Montana, and from there came to Canada 
with her mother and stepfather, Charles Angle, 
in 1910. 

Ole and Helen Bardenhagen were married in 
Red Deer, on March 9, 1919. After thelr marriage 
they lived in Lacombe for a few years and then 
moved to their farm west of Gilby. For the first 
year they lived with Ole’s parents, Carson and 
Gunhild Bardenhagen, then moved to their farm 
which they had purchased from ‘Tomingas, one 
mile south of the Gilby Cemetery. The old log 
house and garage still remain, quite tumbled 
down, on the east side of the road and the red 
barn and corrals are on the west side. 

‘A daughter, Dorothy Mary, was born to Helen 
and Ole on October 19, 1923, but lived only two 
days. A son, John Franklin (Jack) was born on 
March 25, 1829 at the Bentley Hospital. He was 
the first baby born by Caesarian Section in 
Bentley. Dr. Henry was the attending doctor. 








Helen and Ole Bardenhagen 


Ole served as councillor for the M.D. of Lorne 
for several years and then travelled many miles, 
driving people to Bentley or Lacombe to the 
hospital, doctors, or on other business before 
Eckville had a hospital. He also served as sheriff 
in the Eckville district, which was not always an 
easy or pleasant task. He was active in baseball, 
and was the catcher for the Gilby Giants team! 
Helen was an ardent fan and supporter. 

Ole was a fun-loving person and would go to 
great lengths to entertain people or make them 
laugh. Consequently their home was a popular 
meeting place for family and friends, and, of 
course, the good food supplied by Helen was also 
another attraction. 

Eric Bardenhagen farmed and lived with his 
brother Ole until he married Linda Matthews on 
April 20, 1935. Ole and Helen stayed on the farm 
until the fall of that year and then moved into 
Eckville where they lived in the house presently 
owned by J. Onofryszyn at 4916 Sist Avenue, 
‘They continued to help Eric on the farm and Ole 
Joined Leo Zaleski in livestock dealing. In 1938 
they purchased the Matt Helkkila property on 
the east side of town where Jack and his family 
still reside. 

Helen raised chickens, milked cows, and 
raised a big garden. She kept boarders for many 
years. When the Eckville Creamery was in 
operation the young men who came to work there 
‘were assured of good room and board at Helen 
Bardenhagens! Their home in Eckville was a 
great gathering place for smear players as well 
as for fund-raising card parties during the Se- 
cond World War. Helen’s mother, Mary Angle, 
lived her last years with Helen and Ole — from 
11946 until her death In 1951. 

As a result of many fractures and injuries of 
his leg, Ole had the leg amputated in 1953, as 











there seemed nothing else to do. This left him a 
semi-invalid until his death in 1959. Helen 
remained in her own home until her death in Oc: 
tober, 1969. 

Ole and Helen Bardenhagen will always be 
remembered as generous, helpful, and con- 
siderate members of the’ Eckville and sur- 
rounding area communities. 


BARLUND, FRANK 
Frank Vietor Barlund was born in Nakilla, 

Finland September 5, 1872. Aine Marie Solen was 

born in Sukasissa, Finland October 5, 1878. 

They were married in 1898 in Finland. He im- 
migrated to the U.S, before the turn of the cen- 
tury, having heard of the booming times in the 
U.S. in letters he got from his wife’s brother 
Henry Solin in Michigan; besides this persua- 
sion, the clothing business he was in was very 
slow in Finland at the time. 

He (Dad) worked In several places in the U.S. 
but his brother-in-law Charles Randall was 
homesteading in the Eckville area of Alberta, 
Canada and hearing of the ‘‘free land boom” — 
160 acres of land for $10 and a clear title if you 
break 30 acres and put up livable buildings — so 
he decided to try his luck at farming, arriving at 
Eckville about 1908, working the first few months 
on the Charles Randall farm to get ideas on far. 
ming. In 1909 he filed on the SE 35-40-4-W5 north 
of Leslieville. At that time the country was very 
new — no roads, just trails. A main trail was 
called the Hudson Bay Trail which crossed the 
Medicine River near the Charles Randall farm, 
going west over the Lutz (Matchett’s) farm, win: 
ding around and up over the Pattison farm (at 
that time Bantons and Hazletts) and over the 
Blueberry Hills following the high ground to 
Rocky Mountain House, 

Never having farmed before, Frank was a bit 
green, but knew he needed timber for building, 
and water, so chose a homestead with timber on 
it, and a good spring. 

‘Then he started preparations to send for his 
wife and two children, Henry and Ina. When they 
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arrived, they lived with the Charles Randall 
family south of Eckville, and Henry and Ina went 
to Eckville school with their cousins Eino and 
Arme when the school first started. 

As soon as Frank got his house built on the 
homestead, the family moved there and Henry 
and Ina were some of the first class held at 
Leafland School. By now they had two more 
children, Ernest and Carolyn. 

Dad and Henry would cut the trees and brush, 
and Mother and Ina would pile them to get a trail 
made to the homestead, as once you got off the 
Hudson Bay Trail, a new one had to be made. 
‘The homesieaders made their own trails at that 
time, costing the Government nothing. And they 
cleared the land the same way, with grub-hoe 
and axe, 

‘Once they filed on their homesteads, they 
were on their own, no welfare or government 
assistance, yet they were very happy for they 
could see what they had accomplished with their 
own hands. 

Frank broke land in the summer and also 
worked on bridge bullding crews for the Grand 
‘Trunk Railway and then for the C.N.R. These old 
bridges Frank and other old timers helped to 
build 60 years ago are still in use today. Frank 
Barlund and A. B, Koski hauled timber for some 
of the first horse bridges in the Eckville area. 
‘They had good horses; Dad always admired the 
Koski horses and the good care Mr. Koski gave 
them, 

‘The homestead was polluted with big stones 
after Dad broke about 39 acres. He had great dif- 
ficulty in keeping his plow sharp. So he decided 
to rent the Charles Randlall farm since they 
were leaving for Rainier, Washington, farming 
there for awhile, before buying the SW 8-39-35 
and the NE 6-39-35. Dad again started building 
from scratch. This was raw land with very good 
soll. From this farm us kids went to school at 
Bluebell. We never went hungry in the thirties or 
before. Men would stop at our place looking for 
work. Mother would always give them a meal. 
‘The Indians mother was sorry for; she would 
give them milk, eggs and homemade bread. 
‘They sure would remember and come back now 
and then. 

Now I will talk of some vivid memories of 
mine: 

In 1920 and 1930 Dad would go logging at 
‘MeDougall’s in the winter, and we kids would 
look after the stock. 

In the coldest weather he would be out with 
horses, logging, and come with the horses all 
sweated up with icicles hanging from their noses 
and Dad would have icicles stuck to his whiskers, 
He would take feed and oats with him for the 
horses and bring back a load of lumber. Dad 
would leave the logging camp at daybreak with 
his load of lumber and get home very late at 
night, for the horses did not travel very fast with 
a heavily loaded sleigh. The dog would bark and 
us kids would run outside to listen in the crisp 
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cold night. We would hear the jingle of the heel 
chains and the squeak and groan that the 
runners would make on the ice and snow because 
of the heavy load. When Dad came home before 
Christmas, Mother would say “Maybe it is Santa 
Claus coming” when we went out to listen. It was 
% to 45 below lots of times. The snow was drifted 
in big piles; we would cut the snow in chunks and 
make igloos and pretend we were Eskimos. Dad 
surely worked hard to keep us well fed and 
warmly clothed. He said he liked it here, for he 
could work and build on his own and not have a 
dictator tell him what to do and how to do it 

‘Those were the happy times with Mother and 
Dad, 

Mother and her midwife and nurse's aide 
training in the old country, which came in handy 
out here in the early days. A good neighbor, Art 
Lawson, asked Mother If she would come’ and 
help them, for they were having thelr first child, 
Art had in the meantime sent word for a doctor. 
‘The weather and trails were bad and the doctors 
travelled with horses in those days, consequently 
the baby came before the doctor arrived, so 
Mother delivered little Clifford Lawson. When 
the doctor arrived, he looked things over. He 
sald, “I made the trip for nothing, for I could not 
do any better than Mrs. Barlund has done.” We 
all thought it was very good of the doctor fo say 
so. We were all proud of our mother. 

Dad died November 11, 1953. Mother died on 
June 10, 1967. They are buried in the Eckville 
Cemetery. 


BARLUND, ERNEST — submitted by E. 
Barlund 

My sister Caroline and I were born before a 
permanent doctor came to Eckville, and Mrs. J. 
Olsen was the midwife, At my sister Caroline's 
birth, was her aunt, Mrs. Charles Randall, and at 
my sister Ellen’s birth, Mrs. J. Kemilla. 

The Randall’s and Barlunds were in this area 
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before the bridges, roads, hospitals, and schools 
were built. We had to ford the rivers when the 
water was high and it was dangerous to cross, 
My dad and A. B. Koski had a contract to haul 
the bridge material for this area because they 
had very good horses. In later years the rivers 
here have claimed several people, such as W. 
MacDonald and Mr. Kraft. 

When my dad bought the SW 8-39-3-W5 and the 
NE 6-39.3-W5, I went to the Bluebell school and 
later the Tech. in Calgary. I, then, went to work 
for my brother when he built the Alec Stewart 
barn. We built some of the finest houses in the 
country, like the house of C. Martin, the Loblaw 
house, barn and garage, at the present time the 
property of Jim Smith, ‘and dozens of buildings 
too numerous to mention. 

During the war, I worked for the army, 
building barracks, 

then I decided to go farming so I bought the 
NE-6.39-3.W5 from my dad. In 1946, I bought the 
NW-10-40.4-W5, where I am living today. In 1948, 
the SW-18-37-3.W5, NW-7-37-3-W3 and NW-7.37-3. 
W5 was bought from Bergstrom, and in 1951 1 
bought the NW-9-40-4-W5 and’ SE-9-40-4-W5. 
Finaily in 1965 I bought the SW-9-40-4.W5 and the 
SW-15-40-4-W! 

I married ‘Thelma Hall and we have five 
children, See Thelma Hall History 




















Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Barlund and Family 


Iremember when J. Plathan would bring his 
brass band to our farm for a practice. We would 
have a real picnic and Mother would put on a big 
spread and dress us up in our best clothes. 

I remember Isaac Hakkalla for his songs, a 
grandfather to Albert Rein. I will always 
remember John Molander for his comical jokes. 
I remember this country when it was a boy's 
paradise. There were thousands of rabbits and 
prairie chickens, and partridge by the hundreds, 
all on a fair-sized knoll, doing their chicken 
dance. On a clear morning you could hear them 
for miles. It was also a pleasure to hear the 














meadowlark and the robins singing in the trees. 
We had no radio or T.V., but we had nature to 
entertain us. 

Tmade spending money selling rabbits to Mr. 
D. Hamilton, and would sell hides of rabbits, 
weasels, and coyotes to Mr. Leavesley. The first 
cattle I raised were Herefords and Angus cross. 
‘Then I bought a herd of registered Angus from 
Mr. Bruns, through K. Sim. 





BARLUND, HENRY — by Ernie Barlund 

Henry was the oldest child of Mr. and Mrs, 
Frank Barlund. Henry and Ina were the first 
students at the Leafland school with Frank and 
May Kangas and the Rolfsen children, Connie 
and Emil. The first teacher was Mr. Ludwig but 
he was not allowed to teach when World War I 
started because he was German; therefore his 
wife taught instead under the name of Mrs. 
Lewis. The name of the hamlet of Leedale 
was changed from Wittenburg because It was a 
German name also. 

Henry was a great help to mother when she 
was left alone on the farm to take care of the 
children and livestock in the winter. Dad would 
be out building bridges for the C.N.R. Henry 
would take a long pole with a snare on the end of 
it and snare partridges. In those days the par 
tridges would just sit in the trees and look at you. 
Itwas a long way to town and we only got to town 
‘once a winter for supplies. You would have to 
find your way around snow drifts because there 
were no snow plows then, 

In the summer Dad would break land with 
oxen and a walking plow. He would guide the 
plow and Henry would drive the oxen. The oxen 
would feed on luscious green grass and when 
Henry would hit them with a switch to go through 
stumps, they would lift up their tails and let the 
fertilizer fly. It was the only way the poor oxen 
could protest against the whip punishment and 
Henry would sure be a mess by the end of the 
day, He then made up his mind there must be 
other ways of making a living besides driving ox- 








n. 

Dad could not keep his plow sharp because 
there were too many stones on the homestead, so 
he decided to leave it and rent the Charles Ran- 
dall farm at Eckville, Charles Randall wanted 
his sons to get a college education so they left for 
Washington, U.S.A. Henry and Ina were again 
some of the first students at the Eckville school 
along with Ed and Ernie Koski, 0. Kasper, E. 
Clausen, John Maki and Eino and Arne Randall 
‘The Randali family stayed awhile with the 
Barlunds while Charles Randall was getting a 
home ready at Rainier, Washington. 

Henry played the cornet in the John Plathan 
brass band when we moved to Eckville. Henry 
got a job as a carpenter's helper when the new 
‘school was relocated to the C.N.R. location. Then 
my dad’s brother Oscar, arrived from Finland, 
Oscar was a master carpenter because he had 
completed his carpentry schooling in the old 





country and worked as a cabinet maker. In the 
early “20's” he built many a fine house. He took 
Henry to work with him and they built the house 
for Oswald Umari which is still standing in 
Eckville today. They also built a house for Pete 
‘Moro on his farm that all the people around 
really admired and came from miles around to 
see. They built two houses for Mike Sestrap and 
‘Mike said that as long as Oscar was around he 
was the only carpenter for him and it was also 
the same with Henry after Oscar returned to 
Finland. 

‘Then Henry left for Calgary to work on the 
Hudson Bay siore and the Eaton store. When the 
prairie fire burnt out Wainwright, Henry helped 
build the new Wainwright Hotel and Drugstore. 
Henry was working in Calgary when the Depres 
sion hit in 1929. Lots of people were going on 
relief at that time but Henry said he would not if 
he could possibly help it. 

He got a contract from Alex Stewart to build 
his barn which is still in excellent shape today. 
‘This is when I went to work for Henry. We built 
houses and barns for Charles Snider, 0. Nielson, 
Johnnie Razaline, B. Dennett, Ted Loblaw, and 
many more all in central Alberta. 

When the war broke out Henry went to work 
for the city of Calgary as foreman. He worked for 
the city for 25 years until he got his city pension 
and old age pension. He died shortly after and 
was buried in Calgary. His wife May, owns his 
house in Calgary and his farm at Eckville, the 
SW8-39-3-5, She has three boys and one daughter. 

















INA BARLUND — by Ina Barlund Garness 
I, Ina Maria Barlund, was born September 30, 
1909 in Finland. My mother, brother Henry and I 
emigrated from Finland ‘in 1912 to join my 
father, who was already in Eckville, Later we 
homesteaded in the Leslieville area. 

Iwas approximately three years old then, but 
I recall the swarms of mosquitoes when we 
would go to the spring for water, which was 
about one-fourth of a mile away. I, too, tried to 
help and carried the water home in a five-pound 
Rogers syrup pail. One day Iwas out playing and 
a flerce-looking cougar was stalking me. I didn’t 
lose any time running to the house and into bed, 
covering my head with the blankets. 

In 1914 we came back to Eckville. My father 
and mother, Frank and Aina Barlund, and five 
children: Henry, Ina, Ernie, Mandy and Ellen, 
Father was a tailor by trade and had worked in a 
shop in Marquette, Michigan, U.S.A. Then, dur- 
ing the big farming expansion in Alberta he 
came there as did many more old-timers from 
Michigan and Montana. We children received 
our education in the Bluebell and the Eckville 
schools. 

Tremember the day the First World War was 
declared. Father came home with a newspaper. 
It was pink with black print; even now, when I 
‘see ads printed on colored paper it brings back 
memories. 


Soon after the beginning of the war we moved 
to Eckville on the Charlie Randall farm located 
about a mile southeast of Eckville, across from 
the Eckville cemetery. That land now has three 
oll wells. Later we moved to our own home farm 
about one and one-half miles west. As children, 
we didn’t realize how beautiful our old home 
place was. It too, has three oil wells on it now. 

How we looked forward to the Benalto Fair, 
‘Mom would pack a picnic basket and nice cold 
lemonade in a crockery jar. Then we would sit on 
the fresh grass under young poplars for shade. A 
grass-hopper got inside the sleeves of my dress, 
whieh created some panic. Mother would 
remove it carefully, so it wouldn't soil my 
Sunday-go-to-meeting dress of white em- 
broidery, always with a pink sash around the 
waist. 

June 24 “Juhannus” (St. John’s Day) was 
another great yearly event, with much to-do 
about spring cleaning. Everything had to be 
shining clean. We would bring wild flowers in- 
doors to get the festive air; also poplar boughs 
over the gate to form an arbor. Poplar saplings 
lined each side of the doorway. The fresh blown 
eaves had such a fragrant scent. The house 
wasn't the only thing scrubbed. Mother would 
take the young children to the sauna and we were 
bathed and scrubbed. Well, I'd say almost par- 
boiled. It was a a great feeling and we slept like 
logs. ‘Then next day into our finery and to the 
community hall for the great picnic where we 
had all sorts of sports, races, horse shoe 
pitching, pie eating contest, and so forth. 

Iremember the first silent movie in Eckville 
with Charlfe Chaplin. We didn’t see much of the 
movie as the film kept breaking and then nothing 
appeared but darkness and flickering. Then the 
circus came to town. In my estimation that was 
the most awe-inspiring and enjoyable day of my 
whole life. To say nothing of the Chautauqua that 
was held in Leslieville. 

In 1918 there was a serious flu epidemic. 1 
remember wearing a white cloth mask over my 
nose and mouth. There were many deaths in the 
outlying districts. However, I recall only one — 
Mrs. Mike Sestrap, the mercantile store owner’s 
wife, a kindly person. 

Berry picking time could be called an event. 
‘There were many wild blueberries, raspberries, 
saskatoons and high and low bush cranberries. 
The small wild strawberries I'll never forget, 
with their special aroma and taste — never tobe 
equalled! They grew alongside the railroad 
tracks and in the meadows, 

Even though life was strenuous It seemed so 
simple and we were busy and happy. Sunday 
visiting was such a joy, with many young folks 
coming over. Our closest neighbors were the 
August Kangas family, Maemi, the oldest 
daughter, would come over often. We had such 
secrets (as young girls do) to share with each 
other. Our other friend, Lillian Kerkanen, lived 
six miles away. We would visit back and forth as 
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often as we could. Of course we had many other 
girl and boy friends. It would be nice to hear 
from some of them; still, so many have passed 
on, 

In 1975 we had a get-together here in Seattle, 
when Mae and Bill Scott and Lillian Kerkanen 
(Mrs, Oinonen), were visiting my husband and 
me. I called three other ex-Eckville gals, Verna 
Lampi (Mrs. Larson), Alli Lampl (Mrs.’ Craig) 
and Ida Koski (Mrs Johnson). We had a 
marvelous day at the beach, and I couldn't help 
but note how well preserved everyone was in 
spite of our years. 

In the earlier years in Eckville our main 
transportation was horses. I used to ride like the 
wind and often challenged my friends to race 
with me. Later came the cars, rumble seat and 
all; then the airplanes. The first plane I saw 
close at hand was an open cockpit monoplane at 
the Eckville Sports Day celebration. The pilot 
took a passenger aboard (a pretty young lady 
who worked in the post office) for a ride. Unfor- 
tunately, he flew too low, hit some telephone 
wires and crashed. The passenger was injured, 
but later recovered. If I remember correctly, the 
pilot was unhurt. 

‘Threshing time was quite an event. The old 
steam engine threshing outfit had 18 to 20 men 
working on the crew. I'll always remember the 
water man who hauled the tank of water for the 
engine. The big meals and morning and after- 
noon coffee carried to the fields kept the women. 
folks busy! 

Dancing was a popular form of entertainment 
in those days. Friday nights being the end of the 
week, we couid dance until three In the morning, 
but there was no dancing after midnight on 
Saturdays. In the summer everyone went to 
Sylvan Lake to bask in the sun and do some 
swimming. Those were happy days! 

One of the most interesting people I 
remember was Mr. J. Olson. He was a great 
gentleman. I never tired of his tales and his tell- 
ing us about evolution. A most interesting man. 
There were many more interesting people, but 
cannot recall their names. 

I attended the Bluebell and the Eckville 
schools. I was married to Harold Poirie in 1929 in 
Calgary. He passed away in 1950. In 1957 I 
married Captain Sidney Garness. Harold and I 
had two boys, Paul and Ronald, Paul died at the 
age of 28 years. He was in the service In Ger- 
many then taught school until his death, Ronald 
lives in California. 

T have spent some time living in the United 
States, first in Montana and then I went to Seat- 
ile in 1941. I now live in Seattle with my husband, 
Sidney. We both enjoy our retirement. 





LYDIA W. BERGSTROM 

In the spring of 1893 my parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Halverson, together with their family of 
two children, a’ boy, Nick, and a girl, Lydia, 
arrived in Halifax, Nova Scotia from Sweden’ 














Before we became settled here, however, we 
were encouraged by relatives living in Chicago, 
Illinois, to come to the United States. This we 
did, and our relatives helped my dad find work. 


We remained In the U.S. for two years, but, In 
1895, we responded to the encouragement’ of 
friends to come to Canada and get a “free 
homestead." Our friends had settled in the Burnt 
Lake district, which at that time was a part of 
the Northwest Territories of Canada. We 
travelled by train as far as Red Deer, and from 
there our transportation was by lumber wagon, 
pulled by horses. There were no roads through 
the country — only trails which wound around, 
avoiding as much as possible the bogs and 
sloughs which were numerous. Mosquitoes were 
a constant pest, but the people we met seemed to 
be happy, which was an encouragement to us. 





‘My father took up a homestead, the SE 16- 
38-4-W-5, This land was heavily timbered and 
stony, but it had two good springs for our water 
supply. So, with wood and water, he felt quite 
satisfied. He soon built a two-room log cabin with 
a shingled roof that didn't leak too much, and 
with a rough plank floor that wasn't quite level. 
‘The door did not completely open very easil 
either. Still, it was the best home all around, and 
‘we were quite content and happy living in if, All 
the land clearing was done by hand, as this was 
long before anyone had ever heard of a tractor or 
a bull-dozer. We cut the timber and sawed it into 
piles of stove wood. We grubbed out the stumps 
and picked the rocks and hauled them off from 
about twenty-five acres of land which we had 
cleared. 





My father had purchased a quarter of CPR 
land but cash money with which to make the 
payments was very hard to find. After reading 
an advertisement in a paper indicating that men 
were wanted to work in a sawmill at Ballard, 
Washington, U.S.A., Dad decided that this might 
be a solution to the lack of cash, “Good climate, 
good pay” were offered in the ad as inducements 
for people to respond. So we were off again for 
the United States! However, we found that the 
climate was wet, the pay was $1.15 for a ten-hour 
day, and the work was wheeling scrub boards to 
a burner. The pressing need for cash, though, 
Porsuaded us to make the best of it. My brother 

ite school and got a good job in a shingle mill 
‘ogether, they were able to accumulate a little 
bit of extra money and in 1904 we all returned to 
Canada, being very happy to be back on our 
homestead. Sister Hilda had been born in 
Ballard (now Seattle), Washington, while we 
were living there. 











In 1918 my family had a visit from a 
photographer, John Hillberg, from Anaconda, 
Montana. He had got our address from relatives 
in Sweden, so he had decided to take a trip to 
Canada in July, and came to see us while on his 








trip. At this time we got our mail in Red Deer, 
and he found someone there to bring him out to 
our farm. In the course of our conversations I 
became much interested in the photography 
business, and, at his invitation, went to Anacon- 
da in October of 1918 to work’ and to learn the 
photography trade. This trip required two days 
of travel, involving six train changes. When I 
reached Anaconda I was very ill and landed in 
the hospital with the flu, where I remained for 
three weeks. During the flu epidemic the hospital 
staff wore masks over their faces all of the time, 


John and I were married in 1919. We 
remained in Anaconda for a short time, then 
spent five years in Twin Falls, Idaho, followed by 
four years in Bellingham, Washington, where 
John passed away in February, 1929. 


In October of 1929 I returned to Canada. My 
family were still living in the Burnt Lake area, so 
Thullt a house in Sylvan Lake where I lived until 
Isold the house in the summer of 1934. During a 
part of this time I boarded a girl who worked as a 
clerk in the bank, and in this way I kept busy. 


December, 1934, brought a change in my life 
when I married John Bergstrom, who was a 
farmer in the Diamond Valley area south of 
Eckville. On the farm we raised grain, livestock, 
hogs, turkeys, and chickens. Prices were low in 
those days, but with hard work and keeping busy 
we continued on the farm until 1946. At this time 
we sold the farm and the machinery, and bought 
an acreage at Eckville, to which we moved. Here 
we built a house and reserved space for a big 
garden, but rented out the rest of the land. 


‘This was our retirement home until April of 
1961, at which time John passed away, and was 
buried in the Altarest Cemetery in Hed Deer. 
‘That summer I sold the acreage and bought a 
house in Eckville on 52nd Avenue, where I am 
living at the present time. 


BROMLING, CLINTON AND CLARA AND 
FAMILY — Written by thelr Eldest Daughter, 

‘We moved from Mankato, Minnesota, U.S.A. 
In the year 1913 to Eckville, Alberta. Our first 
stop was with our grandparents, August and 
Julia Mitzner, in Eckville, as they owned and 
operated a hotel there at that time. We became 
very interested in watching the different teams 
of oxen that would come to town, Sometimes 
there would be six or eight teams tied to the 
hitching rail on Main Street, 

We then moved to the August Mitzner farm 
(SE 25-39-3-W5), which was northeast of town, 
We lived here for two years. In 1914 our father 
hauled freight from Red Deer to Eckville with a 
team of horses. He would leave early in the 
morning and be in Red Deer by twelve o’clock. 
After loading his wagon he would rest his horses 








overnight and then start back to Eckville the 
next morning — a long and hard trip at the best. 
‘That winter he worked at a saw mill west of 
Rocky Mountain House. It was easy for him to 
get work, as he had owned and operated a mill 
while living in the United States, and he was a 
good sawyer. During this time Mom stayed home 
and looked after the family and did the chores. 
‘That same year our sister Lelah Alberta was 
born, making another addition to the family. 

In 1915 we moved to John Bromling’s farm 
south of Eckville, the farm now being owned by 
Cunninghams. We lived here until 1918. Our 
father made a trip back to the United States to 
sell his farm there. He was the first person to 
make a deposit in the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce, which is now the Drop-In Centre for 
the Friendship Club. While living on the John 
Bromling farm Father and Bill Schunamen cut 
by hand and hauled 100 cords of wood to the 
creamery in Eckville one winter. Our sister Julia 
was bora while we lived on this place. 

Our father was intereted in all sports, and 
spent several winters out West hunting. He was a 
personal friend of the late Clarence Sands, the 
big game hunter and guide at Nordegg. 

‘Our next move was to the farm west of 
Eckville which is now owned by Tom Smith (SE 
20-39-3-W5). We lived there until 1932, and Curtis 
‘and Cletis were born during this time. 

In 1922 our father, with Calvin helping, hauled 
ice from the river for refrigeration for the 
creamery in town, and continued this for 25 
years. Curtis helped with this job during the last 
ten years. Curtis also helped with digging 
several basements in town, 

He and Calvin hauled gravel from the pit west 
of Eckville with two four-horse outfits and loaded 
it on flat cars in town. It was then shipped to 
Sylvan Lake to bulld the hotel there. 

We were all fond of horses, and at one time 
had 20 work horses. All the farm work in those 
days was done with horses. Calvin broke horses 
for Armstrong Brothers, as they owned a big 
horse ranch. He also rode bucking horses at the 
rodeos around the country, and won first prize at 
Benalto one year. 

We had some music in the family — enough to 
amuse ourselves with. Calvin played a cornett in 
John Plathan’s band at one time. John Bromling 
and our father organized an old-time orchestra 
one winter and played for old time dances 
around the country. They wouldn’t have made 
the Grand Ole Opera, but they did have alot of 
fun. Members of the orchestra were John and 
Clint Bromling, Rudolph and Art Dahl, Ernie 
and Clarence Havens, Slim Meyers, ‘Bernie 
Dennett, and August Harju. 

1n 1982 we moved to our present location south 
‘of Wood Lake. Mom moved to Eckville at the age 
‘of 62. She took and raised a foster daughter, 
Carol, who lives in Texas now, where she 
married Donald York. They have two children. 
Curtis and I stayed with our dad on this place. 
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Bessie married Greg Nelson and they had five 
children. Emma married Bert Bagstad, and they 
had five children. Lelah married Frank Watson, 
and they also had five children. Julia married 
Art Lutz and they had eight children. 

Our father passed away in 1950. Curtis and I 
farmed here until 1962. He met and married 
Hillie Bouwsema, and’ they moved onto the 
Zaleski farm north of town. They have two 
children. Hillie had come to Canada from the 
Netherlands in the year 1958. Cletis served in the 
armed forces in World War II. He married 
Lovern Kye and now lives in Rocky Mountain 
House. 

Our Mom was a member of the County Ladies 
Aid for several years. She was Interested in card 
games and bingo. She passed away in 1976 at the 
age of 92 years. 


CATES, MR. AND MRS. STANLEY 

We were married in a small town, Wheatley, 
Ontario in the year 1917. Shortly after the wed- 
ding we came west to Travers. Our three 
daughters were all born in the Travers district, 
Meryl in 1918, Madaline in 1921 and Rena in 1925, 
We lived through the heartache of sandstorms, 
cut worms, grasshoppers and drought for 16 
years. 

‘Through the glowing stories of a school 
teacher from Bentley, who boarded with us for a 
short time, we became interested in the Bentley- 
Eckville district. We came, looked It over and 
decided to stay. We bought a quarter section of 
C.P.R, land northwest of Eckville. 

‘We moved in September, 1933. The winter of 
1933 was a very cold one. We lived in a granary 
that winter, and nearly froze at times. Many 
times we were thankful to our many wonderful 
neighbors for the help they gave us. The next 
year we built a log house. 

Our son Kenneth was born in 1936, The 
children went to three different schools. First 
was Shady Lane, where crossing the Horseguard 
River was sometimes impossible because of 
floods, and in winter because of the deep snow. 
Madaline and Rena went there, usually on 
horseback or in a home-made sled. Kenneth and 
Rena went to Wolfe school for a while, then to 
Eckville, where they finished thelr schooling. 1 
belonged to the Country Ladies Aid for many 
years. 


We moved to Calgary in 1965, where our fami- 
ly had settled. Meryl married Maurice Dean, 
Madaline married Henry Gable and now lives in 
British Columbia. Rena married Orville Lid- 
dicoat and lives in Edmonton. Kenneth married 
Hazel Dipple and lives at De Winton, 

‘Mr. Cates died in 1972, and I, Effie Cates, now 
live in a unit as Elbow Valley Lodge, a senior 
citizens’ home in Calgary. 











CLAUSEN, DAN — 1950 

‘Eekville has made great strides since the ear- 
ly days. We now boast of a theatre, three grocery 
stores, four dry goods stores, three hardwares, 
three cafes, four implement agencies, jewelry 
store, Imperial Bank, Treasury Branch — 
Eckville Credit Union, two drug stores, two oll 
agencies, four garages, barber shop and beauty 
parlor, three insurance and real estate agencies, 
weekly newspaper (The Examiner), bake shop, 
licensed hotel, sash and door factory, new 
Presbyterian and Nazarene churches, memorial 
park, community hall, curling rink, eight school 
rooms and an additional four rooms under con- 
struction where grades are taught from one to 
twelve, 
















































(Mr. and Mrs. Dan Clausen, Bertha, Edvard and Dick - 1918. 


‘THE CHRISTIE FAMILY — by Iva Gustavson 

‘The Christie family, consisting of brothers 
George and Jack, and sister Mary, arrived in the 
Eckville area in 1819. They bought a quarter sec- 
tion of land, two miles west of Eckville, from Jay 
Walker, an uncle of Kit Armstrong. An ad- 
ditional quarter section was purchased from the 
CPR. 

After emigrating from Fife, Scotland, they 
had spent a number of years in Calgary. George 
was a World War I veteran. The brothers were 
excellent stonemasons and worked on the Banff 
Springs Hotel before and after coming to 
Eckville. Here they were in great demand as 
chimney builders. The Eckville Memorial Hall 
once boasted a fireplace built by the Christies. 

‘They enjoyed their extensive library 
classics, politics and religion — nothing 
frivolous. The weekly Boston Symphony 
Concert, on the radio, was thoroughly enjoyed. 
George played the concertina when neighbors 
gathered for a sing-song. George was a familiar 
figure on his bob-tailed sorrel horse, Rufus. He 
was a regular visitor to the Maki household for 
the weekly Saturday “sauna”, 








Mary was a marvelous cook and loved to 
entertain her visitors with cake and tea. In 1926, 
she returned to Scotland to care for their elderly 
parents. After they passed away she returned to 
her home at Eckville in 1930. 

George passed away in 1938. Shortly after his 
death Jack and Mary sold thelr farm to the 
Smith Brothers and held an auction sale. 

‘Jack and Mary moved to Vietoria and later to 
Vancouver. Mary cared for Jack for the many 
years he was confined to a wheelchair. After his 
passing she lived with a friend, finally going to a 
nursing home. She lived to the age of 101 years. 


DR. FRANK HOUSTON COPPOCK 
‘rank Coppock was born in Winnipeg in 1896, 
the eldest son of Ernest and Mary Coppock. He 
moved with his family to North Battleford in 
about 1906, Following the completion of his high 
school work he attended the University of 
Saskatchewan in Saskatoon and graduated with 
a B.A. in 1917. He joined the Flying Corps and, 
following demobilization, took University work 
in medicine, graduating from the University of 
‘Manitoba with his M.D. in 1925. He interned at 
the Winnipeg General Hospital, then worked 
briefly with Dr. H. E. Alexander of Saskatoon 
before establishing his own practice in April, 








‘Miss Jolly, Audrey and Donna Coppock, 1939. 


192, having bought out the practice of Dr. A. B. 
Stewart of Rosthern, Saskatchewan 

‘While in Rosthern Dr. Coppock served on the 
‘Town Council and was campaign manager for 
his friend, Mr. Walter Tucker. He was active in 
medical circles of the province, and was an ac- 
tive member of the local Masonic Lodge. 

Following his marriage to Marjorie Frawley 
of Rosthern in 1928 he continued his medical 
practice there until September, 1938. At this time 
he moved, with his wife and two daughters, 
Audrey and Donna, to Eckville, Alberta. Dr. 
Coppock maintained his active association with 
the Masonic Order and with the Alberta and the 
Canadian Medical Associations as well as find 
ing time to contribute to the local endeavours of 
the growing village of Eckville. 

The Coppock family first lived In the house 
now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Allan Ralph, but 
later bought the late Oswald Umari’s house, now 
owned by Mrs. Florence Waisman. His first of- 
fice was at the south end of Main Street on the 
west side. Later he moved his office into the 
house, now the home of the Pat Hovens, until he 
built the present Eckville Clinic. 

At this time the old hospital had been closed, 
due to lack of finances. It had been operated by 
Dr. Palmer, who had retired. Doctor Coppock at 
once took steps to reopen the hospital (the pre- 
sent home of Roy Saari). It was soon found that 
this building was too small to accommodate the 
patients seeking admission. As a result, Doctor 
Coppock started the procedures necessary to 














Donna, Marjorie, Frank and Audrey Coppock, 1982 
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have the present hospital built and it was due to 
his untiring efforts that we now have what is 
known as the Eckville Municipal Hospital, which 
was opened in 1944. 

In addition to his dedicated attention to the 
medical needs of the community, Doctor Cop- 
pock found time to serve on the local school 
board and on the Village Council, and was active 
in all community affairs until his death in 
December, 1953. He was president of the Alberta 
College of Physicians and Surgeons at the time of 
his death, 

‘Mrs. Coppock passed away in Calgary in 1973 
and is buried beside her husband in the Red Deer 
Cemetery. Dr. and Mrs. Coppock had two 
daughters, Donna and Audrey. 

Donna’ Coppock (McCalder) was born in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, on September 30, 
1932. Her early education was obtained in the 
schools of Rosthern, Saskatchewan, Eckville, 
and Red Deer before she attended the University 
of Alberta in Edmonton, graduating with a B. 
Ed, degree. Donna has worked as a teacher in 
the Calgary schools for many years. She has two 
children 

Audrey Coppock (Sloan) was born in 
Saskatoon on May 30, 1929. She also attended 
School in Rosthern before ‘coming to Alberta 
where her schooling was continued in the 
Eckville and Calgary schools before her atten- 
dance at the University of Alberta at Edmonton, 
where she obtained a Master's degree in Social 
work, She was a social worker in Calgary for a 
number of years and Is now in Regina. She 
worked as a director in a hospital there, for quite 
some time, but is now retired. She has two 
children. 








LURAH AND JOSEPH COUTTS AND FAMILY 
— by Alberta Ehret 

Lurah Coutts was born Lurah Elizabeth 
Shoemaker in Corning, Iowa, U.S.A. on January 
15, 1890. She grew up'and went to school near 
Corning and worked as a milliner in that area. 

Joseph Coutts was born in Sunnyslope, 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland In 1878. In the late 
1800's he emigrated from Scotland, working his 
passage across on a cattle boat. For several 
years he worked on farms in Iowa, showing cat- 
Ue on several occasions at the fairs in Chicago. 
While working on a farm near the Shoemaker 
family he met Lurah. They were married 
February 8, 1913 and moved to a farm in the 
Canora istrict in Saskatchewan. In 1918 they 
moved to Eckville where they bought the old 
Eckford place, one and one-half miles from the 
present town of Eckville. In 1944 they sold the 
farm and retired to Calgary. Joseph passed 
away in August, 1951 and Lurah in August 1970, 
Lurah and Joseph had six children. 

Evelyn (deceased in 1960) was married to Joe 
Morrisroe, of Bentley, Alberta in 1941. They had 
one daughter. 











Me, and Mrs. Joe Coutts, Evelyn, Donald, Alberta, Joephine, 
Lindy. 


Rowena passed away at the age of three 
years. 

‘Josephine married Alphonse Stinn in 1942 
‘They reside in Rockyford. 

Donald married in 1949, and lives in Calgary. 
He has two children. 

Alberta married Carl Ehret in 1948 and lives 
at Ardrossan. They have five children. 

Charles now resides in Youngstown. 

In the early days at Eckville the travelling 
Watkins and Raleigh salesmen wound their way 
through the countryside, selling everything trom 
iodine to vanilla, to thread and needles, plus a lot 
of salves, ointments and health remedies. My 
mother always kept a full can of strong menthol 
ointment on hand, which she would rub vigorous: 
ly on the chests of any of her children who 
showed signs of developing the inevitable cold. 
‘Thick flannel cloths were then wrapped around 
the necks and chests and the perspiring off- 
spring were sent off to bed. It was very impor- 
tant that colds be watched carefully, as 
pneumonia was a killer In those days, and there 
were no antiblotles to check its advance. The 
local doctor did not have an easy life then, and 
had to make house calls in all kinds of weather. 

Iam told that when I decided to arrive, during 
a raging blizzard in March, a neighbor, Jimmy 
Merriman, was also trying to make his presence 
known. The doctor finally made it to both places 
in a car equipped with skis in the place of front 
wheels and tracks on the back wheels. 

We did not have such things as school buses 
when I went to school and we had a one and one- 
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half mile trek to town. In the winter, when the 
river was frozen over, we were able to cut that 
distance in half. The ‘Medicine River provided 
much of our recreation in those days — swim- 
ming during the summer and skating in the 
wintertime. 

‘The Liberty Hall, about a mile and a half 
north of town and adjacent to our farm, was a 
great social gathering place for the Finnish com- 
munity when I was growing up. Although many 
of the plays and concerts held there were in the 
Finnish language, we all went and enjoyed 
watching whatever was offered. Dances were 
also held there, and the Liberty Hall had the dis- 
tinction of having the best floor in the country, 

My mother and father enjoyed the whist and 
bridge games held weekly or monthly in the 
Eckville Hall in town. These social evenings 
were followed by dances. All the girls learned to 
dance when they were 10 or 12 years old by dane- 
ing with each other. It was a big thrill when the 
girls became old enough to dance with the young, 
men of the community! 





COVLIN, MIKE 

Mike ‘Covlin was born in North Dakota and 
moved with his parents and family to the Stettler 
district. In 1903, they moved to a farm in the 
Loyalist, Alberta area, where he grew up and 
later, afier the passing of his parents, he and his 
four ‘brothers farmed until 1938 when Mike 
bought a garage-machine shop and moved into 
Consort. 

Elleen Covlin (nee Lloyd) as a child, moved 
from Calgary to the Lloyd Hill district in the 
spring of 1920, "This district was named after 
Albert Lloyd who managed the Post Office from 
1912-1928. 

Tn September, 1999, Mike and Eileen were 
married and lived in Consort until August 22, 
1946, when they sold the business and moves 
Eckville, By this time, Helen Priscilla, aged five 
years, Richard William, three years, and 
Margaret Elizabeth, three months, had’ been 
born into the Covlin family. 

‘Mike purchased the two lots on the corner of 
main street where the “body shop” now stands, 
and two acres down by the river from Mr. Von 
Holtum, who at that time, lived in Vancouver. 
‘The dwelling was adjacent to the Moro Flour 
Mill, just north, close to the bank of the Medicine 
River, 

Mr. and Mrs. Cyr, who lived across the track 
south of the old C.A.D.P., kindly let us store our 
garage equipment until the garage was built. 

‘Coming from the dried-out area, rain was 
welcome, but our first week here it rained almost 
all the time. 

Mike sent to the States for a pattern to make 
the machine in which the cement block was 
made. The late Charlie Johnson and one other 
older man helped. In the fall of 1947, the building 
was ready and business began and the name, 
Eckville Farm Equipment was soon erected. 














Mr. and Mrs. Covi, 1984, Helen, Richard, Margaret and Dianne. 


‘Mike was agent for J. F. Case Machinery and 
Imperial Oil and subagent for Hillman cars. 
Dianne Marie was born May 30, 1949. 

In the spring of 1952, Albert Schofer bought 
the acreage by the river and Mike bought 53 
acres from Mr. Cowan south of the track. Soon he 
moved an old storage shed over and, again with 
the help of Charlie Johnson, it began to take 
shape and the family took up residence. The 
spring of 1960, an oil company drilled a well on 
the property and as a result workers flocked to 
town and thus the "‘Covlin Trailer Court” came 
into being. 

All foifr children received their education at 
Eckville. 

Helen worked in the Imperial Bank of 
Commerce, later, in 1962, married Stan Maki. At 
this writing they live in Rocky Mountain House; 
Stan is manager of the Credit Union. Their boys 
Cameron, 14, and Wendell, 12, are both hockey 
players, 

Richard joined the Canadian Air Force and 
later married Verna Saari. At present they live 
in Edmonton and to them was born Kristina, now 
seven years, and Terri-Jean, five years. After 
leaving the Air Force, Richard studied law at the 
U of A, becoming a lawyer. Verna is a school 
teacher. 

Margaret took a course at SAIT and became a 
dental assistant and worked in Edmonton. At 
present she is married to Ronald Lysell and they 
have Robin Michael 10 years and twins Nicole 
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and Kent six years. Ronald being in the Cana- 
dian Navy, they live for a time at the east coast 
or the west} af the present are in Victoria. 

Dianne Marie attended Junior College Red 
Deer and on to the U of A and graduated with her 
B.Ec. in Edmonton, 

Mike Covlin passed away January 23, 1967. 
‘The garage was sold also the trailer court. 
Eileen worked for several years in the cafeteria 
of the Co-op but in 1974 had to retire because of il 
health. She continues to make her home in 
Eckvilie, 


COWEN, WILLIAM H. 

Mr. and Mrs, Wiillam Cowen moved to 
Eckville in 1919 from Merritt, B.C. After his 
arrival in Eckville, Mr. Cowen established a 
hardware store. Later that same year Mrs. 
Cowen passed away. There were no children. 
Mrs. Cowen had been the former Clemantine 
Beamish. She was born in Ontario and had been 
trained as a nurse. Before moving to Eckville 
she had been the matron of the Merritt Hospital. 
Mr. Cowen took her remains to Ontario for 
burial. 

In 1921 Mr. Cowen married Agnes Elizabeth 
Edgar. Miss Edgar had come to Eckville to visit 
a friend, Mrs. Fred Heimbecker, with whom she 
had gone to school. In this way she became ac- 
quainted with Mr. Cowen, and they were 
married in December, 1921. In August, 1923, 
twins were born to them. The boy was named 
Robert (Bob), and the girl was named Selina. 

After some years in the hardware business, 
‘Mr. Cowen sold the store to Builders Hardware. 
He then went into the implement business, along 
‘with bulk oil sales, and continued with this until 
his retirement, 

‘Mrs. Cowen passed away in February, 1949, 
and in 1950 Mr. Cowen sold their home in 
Eckville and moved to Calgary to be with his 
‘daughter, who was working there at that time, 

Selina married Fred C. Bourland, formerly of 
Matador, Texas, U.S.A. in 1953. After her 
marriage, Mr. Cowen moved to Devon, Alberta, 
to be with his son, Bob. In 1955 Bob married 
‘Marie LeRoy, formerly of Fort Saskatchewan. 
‘At the time of their marriage she was a nurse in 
the Devon Hospital. 

‘Mr. Cowen later returned to Calgary where 
he remained until his death in July, 1958, at the 
age of 85 years. He was a former member of the 
Odd Fellows Lodge. He donated the land where 
the Eckville Memorial Hall now stands. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Cowen are buried in the 
Eckville cemetery. 








‘THE CUNNINGHAM STORY — by Minnie Cun- 
ningham 

‘Mr. and Mrs. James Madison Cunningham 
and six children came from Conquest, 
Saskatchewan In 1926 to make thelr home in the 
Eckville district, three and a half miles 
southwest of the village, 


















































James Madison, of “JM” as he was called, 
was born at Lakeport, Ontario in 1878 and came 
west with his parents to homestead at Bounty 


Saskatchewan in 1906. Edith Mary Burcham was 
born in London, England in 1882. She came to 
Canada in 1898, then returned to England and 
again came to Canada in 1908 to marry “JM” 





Me. and Mrs, 3.N, Cunningham in 198, 


A cyclone passed through the Conquest area 
on July 25, 1925, destroying a large barn, wind- 
mill, pump and water tank, so a move toa new 
region seemed necessary. The relocation proved 
to be a wise one because a few years later a great 
depression spread across the prairies. 

‘The farm consisted of a half section, $.E. 5-39 
3.W5 and N.W. 4.39-3-W5, plus a quarter section 
of rented land, N.W. 5.39-3-W5, which “JM” 
purchased two years later. 

‘The family included four sons and two 
daughters: Archie, Laura, Claude, Audrey, Tom 
and Wally. The younger four attended school at 
Bluebell. Claude, being one of the big boys, took 
the job of lighting the fire and sweeping the 
school. He would leave early in the morning to do 
this, going on horseback. He got six dollars per 
month, 

‘When Archie was about twenty he acquired a 
Stainer violin for twenty dollars. He played for 
dances with Mrs. Bill MacDonald, pianist. 
Clarence Fitch sometimes chorded on the plano, 
Substituting for Mrs. MacDonald, Roe Hancher 
performed on the saxaphone. The drums were 
played by whoever was available and willing. 
Claude helped out, and also John Viitalla, Tt is 
interesting to note that this orchestra initiated 
the twenty-five cent admission fee for dances at 
Liberty Hall where capacity crowds attended. 
Lunch was extra. This example was soon 
adopted by other communities. These were “the 
good old days!” 

It was nothing to go to a dance in 30 or 40 
below zero weather with a fast team and jumper, 
No one noticed the cold when bundled up and 

















tucked in with a heavy robe, the horses travel- 
ling at a good pace, the runners crackling over 
the snow, and the stars shining brightly in a cold 
dark sky. On one occasion they were out with a 
one-tier wagon box and sleigh heading home in 
the wee small hours. Archie was driving in com- 
pany with Laura, Audrey and Helen, Mamie 
and Ralph Kangas. The horses were going at a 
fast trot down Lutz’s hill half a mile south of 
Eckville. The road was icy and the sleigh started 
to slide sideways. Something hit the box and it 
overturned in the ditch, dumping everyone in the 
soft snow. Archie held onto the lines, stopping the 
horses, After a stunned minute or two, all 
recovered and gave a boost to right the box and 
put it back into position. The snow-covered 
Passengers piled In and all arrived home safely a 
short while later. 


Laura, Wally, Mrs, Cunningham, Tom, Mr, Cunningham, 
‘Glade, Audrey, and Arle 


Audrey was the first to be married, In 1935 
she became the bride of Harry Olsen. They have 
tarmed in the Bluebell district ever since. They 
have two daughters, Joanne and Faye. Joanne 
and Bill Budvardson and two sons, Jim and 
Perry, now living in Eckville. Faye and Melvin 
Molander live in Didsbury and have two 
children, Cheryl and Corey. 

Laura married Charles McCune of Red Deer 
in 1936. They farmed at Shady Nook. In the fall of 
1947 they moved to Kelowna where they bought a 
two-acre orchard. They had three daughters, 
Carol, Betty and Colleen. Carol works in Kelow 
na, Betty and Wimp Hughes live in Calgary. 
‘They have three children, Garth, Gavin and 
Lorrae. Colleen and Mick Logan live in the 
Eckville district and have two daughters, Holl 
and Kim. Charles MeCune passed away in 1957. 

Claude and Margaret Olsen were married in 
1936. They live one mile east of the old home 
Place. There are three children, Lloyd, Dale and 
Judy. Lloyd and Linda are living in Eckville and 
have a daughter and son, Dawn and Neal, Dale 
and Mary are living on the old Cunningham 
farm. They have a son, Ronnie, Judy is working 
in Calgary. 



























Yom married Phyllis Binks in 1940, That 
summer Tom enlisted in the 17th Light Antl- 
Aircraft Battery and was based in Calgary until 
January when he went overseas. Tom returned 
home in May, 1945 and farmed in the Eckville 
district for a few years. They are now living at 
‘Mirror. They had three sons, Bob and twins, 
Barry and Brian (Brian passed away in 1967), 
and iwo daughters, Barbara and Brenda, Bob 
and Carol live in Calgary and have two boys, Tim 
and Kelly. Barry and Ena and two sons, Brent 
and Curtis, live in Red Deer. Barbara works in 
Red Deer and Brenda is in Calgary. 

Archie and Minnie Binks were married in 
1941. They farmed in the Eckville area for 
several years, and now reside in Red Deer. They 
had four children, Doreen, Derek, Glenn and 
Eileen. Doreen and Graeme Storck live in 
Calgary. They have a son, Aric Justin, Derek 
and Audrey also live in Calgary, and have a 
daughter, Pamela. Glen and Edythe are also in 
the same city. Eileen and Arthur Lawrence are 
living on the farm at Pine Lake and have three 
children, Leita, Tanya and Jarret. 

Wally and Betty Maddox were married in 
1951, and have always lived in the Eckville area. 
They have a family of four children, Lois, Gerry, 
Darryl and Susan. (An infant son, Greg, died in 
1956). Lois and Peter Dunean live near Eckville. 
‘They have two children, Kelli and Shaun. Gerry 
and Terri Mottus have a son and a daughter, 
Jeremey and Melanie. Gerry was employed in 
the hardware department of the Eckville Co-op 
Store, but, after taking special training at the 
Saskatoon Co-op College and apprenticing at the 
Red Deer Co-op Store, he is now hardware 
manager of the Co-op Service Center in Fort St 
John, where they are now living. Darryl and 
Susan are still at home. Wally enlisted In the 
Canadian Infantry in 1943. After his discharge in 
41945 and until he was married, he lived at home. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham celebrated their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary on January 1, 1959, 
For two days a blizzard had raged; the roads 
were impassable. Laura had arrived a few days 
earlier, which was fortunate. The only other 
family’ members able to come were Archie's 
family. However, two days later, when the plows 
had been through, all other family members 
were able to be present, including “JM’s” only 
surviving brother, Fred, from Bounty, Saskai- 
chewan. 

J. M. Cunningham passed away at Eckville in 
January, 1960. Mrs. Cunningham continued to 
live on the farm for a few years, then went to 
stay with Laura in Kelowna where she died in 
‘March, 1970. Both Mr. and Mrs, Cunningham are 
buried at Red Deer. 

“A good job done and rest well won.” 


DENNETT, BERNIE — by Family Members 

Bernie Dennett was born in England in 1894, 
and immigrated to Hespero, Alberta in 1909 with 
his aunt, Emma Clonnier. He hired out to Jerry 

















‘Macdonnell, clearing land with teams of oxen. 
When war broke out he joined the 89th Battalion 
in 1914, serving overseas until being wounded at 
Vimy Ridge in 1917. After spending several 
months in the hospital in England, he was given 
a medical discharge, and returned to Red Deer. 

In Red Deer Bernie operated a pool hall, taxi 
business, and was a distributor for a brewery. In 
1924 he married Ethel Harrigan, who was chief 
telephone operator in Red Deer. In 1926 he 
purchased the Eckville Hotel from Harry Lowe. 
‘This hotel burned down in 1928, in a fire that 
demolished a complete block of Main Street. The 
hotel was rebuilt the following year and operated 
until 1942. Many will remember Hank 
Bardenhagen as the bartender for many years, 
Bernie spent several months of each year in the 
Colonel Belcher hospital in Calgary. While in 
Eckville he served for a time as mayor; at that 
time there was no such thing as remuneration for 
public service. He was a member of the Odd 
Fellows Lodge, Masons, Elks, and the Legion, 
plus several community’ clubs. 





Mr. and Mis. Berne Dennett 


After spending a few years on the farm in the 
Hespero district the Dennetts went back into the 
hotel business, first in Bowden and then in In- 
nisfail, until ill health forced Bernie to retire in 
1950, in Nanaimo, B.C. Being idle did not agree 
with him, so a china shop was purchased and 
operated until 1960, when he once again was 
forced to retire due to ill health, A move to Van. 
couver was then made, where they resided until 
Bernie's passing in 1967. Mrs. Dennett remained 
in Vancouver until 1975, but is presently residing 
in Red Deer at the Pines Lodge. 

Five children were born to Bernie and Ethel. 
A daughter, Dawna (Billy) died in 1941, Mrs. Alf 
Sloan (Muriel) lives in Stettler, Alberta, Mrs, 
Fred Radford (Patricia) lives’ in Blind Bay, 
B.C.; Mrs. Arthur Snow (Marion) lives in 
Berwyn, Alberta, and Mr. Bud Dennett lives in 
Prince George, B.C. 












ECKFORD, ARTHUR E. T. — by Eva Eckford 

In the year 1920 Arthur E. T. Eckford left 
Dublin, Ireland, where he was born and 
educated, to immigrate to Canada. During the 
fall and winter of that year he worked on one of 











Pat Burns’ ranches near Calgary. For his labor 
he received twenty-five dollars per month plus 
his board and sleeping accommodation in the 
bunkhouse. 

After reaching his land-to-be in 1903, it was 
“first things first’. This meant the construction 
of a log cabin with a sod roof. The sod helped to 
keep heat in during the winter time, This cabin 
was to be Arthur's home for the next several 
years. During the building period Arthur and his 
friend, Mr. Roper, lived with the Carney family 
in a large tent, all having travelled from Red 
Deer together. As well as having a large tent, the 
Carneys had a large family, but apparently this 
family did not remain long ‘in this area. 

By this time more settlers were arriving. 
‘Those best remembered were the families of 
Matchett, Mitzner, Kinna, Koski, Kasper, Brown 
and Pikett. Tt was not long before ‘Arthur 
Eckford assumed a leading role in the develop- 
ment of the community. When it became 
necessary to have a Post Office, in 1905, he put up 
a suitable building on his own land, and gave the 
ost office the name of “Eckville”. Under an 
agreement with J. H. Killick, this was turned 
over to Mr. Killick, who built a store on the land. 
Subsequently this corner of Mr. Eckford’s land 
was surveyed into lots, and Arthur Eckford 
donated one lot for the bullding by C. Snell, of a 
“Stopping House" early in 1907. Arthur 
Eckford's position of Justice of the Peace was 
one of the first appointments in the west country. 
He was also a notary public, a school trustee, and 
a road couneillor. 

After making the required improvements on 
his land, Mr. Eckford went back to Dublin and 
returned in 1908, bringing his mother, Mrs. M. 
Eckford, with him. Mrs. Eckford spent her first 
months in a very new part of Alberta in the log 
cabin until the farm house proper was built dur. 
ing the same year, 

‘When the CNR built its lines through the area 
in 1911-1912, a townsite was established about a 
mile south of the original town. The name 
“Eckville” was retained — a fitting tribute to the 
‘man who had done so much for the district. The 
new village expanded rapidly. Business quickly 
built up and included a new post office, hotel, 
boarding house, the Co-Op Store (whose first 
manager was Mr. A. Litt), Sestrap’s Store, a 
drug store, butcher shop, livery stable, 
blacksmith shop, and of course, a community 
hall. The new postmaster was Mr. Forhan. The 
early arrival of Dr. and Mrs. Evans also proved 
to be a great boom to the new area. 

‘The original townsite was referred to as “Old 
Eckville”. Harry Woods was the last one to oc 
cupy a building on the old site, where his cheese- 
making plant turned out an excellent product. 

So the years passed. In 1913 Mr. Eckford felt 
the long winters were a hardship for his mother, 
and decided to take her back to Ireland. It was 
with real regret that the community heard this 
news! Eckville and adjoining districts got 

















together and planned a surprise gathering in the 
hall. Mrs. Eckford was presented with a pretty 
silver candy basket as a token of the esteem in 
which the recipient was held. The address and 
the presentation was given by Miss Gladys 
Matchett and Agnes Hampton (a school 
teacher). However, the “call of the west” 
evidently was strong, as Mrs, Eckford made an 
unexpected return to Canada, remarking that 
during the years of absence from her old-country 
home her relatives and friends had changed! In 
fact, life in the west had altered her own outlook. 

It was in the spring of 1914 that I, Eva 
McElveny, came into the picture. After the long 
journey from my home in Dublin, Arthur 
Ecktord, his mother, and I were met in Red Deer 
by Norman Turner’ (Mr. and Mrs, Matchett’s 
new son-in-law) who drove us out to the Matchett 
home where we were guests for a few days. On 
that drive out to Eckville I saw prairie crocuses 
growing, the first flower to be picked for me in 
this new country, 

I really enjoyed the new life, new surroun- 
dings, and all the kindnesses extended to a new- 
comer. Sports Day, held on the May 24 holiday 
(when weather permitted), with races and 
baseball games and a dance in the evening, was 
one of the year’s highlights. Pienies in the 
different communities provided a great oppor- 
tunlty to meet friends and, of course, exchange 
news. Often people went home to do thelr chores 
and then returned later In the evening for the 
danee, 

Life in a pioneer community provided some 
exciting experiences. Coming home one night 
from a dance in the Bluebell direction and start- 
Ing down Lindquist Hill, our team ran off the 
trail. ‘The wagon box (on runners) upset, throw. 
ing all four occupants out into the snow, tangled 
up in cowhide robes! Arthur, although being 
dragged down the hill on his stomach, managed 
to hold onto the horses until he got them stopped. 
On another occasion we went to a dance via a 
railway hand car. Those were the days! 

On September 9, 1914, Arthur and I went to 
Lacombe to be married by the Reverend Arthur 
Patstone, a family friend. After a brief honey- 
moon in Red Deer it was back to Eckville for us. 
As a delegation of friends was waiting at Kootuk 
the train stopped and let us off before entering 
the station. However, the well-wishers overtook 
us, and we were driven home in style In a 
democrat. Our wedding was celebrated in true 
prairie fashion by a charivari that evening. Of 
course we promised to give a dance later, in the 
hall, for all our friends, 

In the spring we moved onto the farm, which 
we called “Riverside Farm’. In October of 1915 
our oldest son, Tom, was born there, Dr. Evans 
was In attendance and Mrs, Ralph Brown took 
good care of me and the new baby, Later that 
year Reverend Patstone, when travelling 
through the district, was a guest at our home and 
while with us, he christened our son, This was a 
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happy event for us! In May, 1917 our second son, 
Edward, was born in Red Deer and later on he 
was christened there. 

‘The Canadian Bank of Commerce opened Its 
first branch in the village in Arthur Eckford’s lit- 
tle office next to the Co-Op Store. The banking 
business was conducted from this location while 
the bank building was under construction. The 
first manager was Mr. McIntosh. He and his wife 
were very active in many village affairs, and 
were one of the popular couples of the village. 
‘The first Savings Account opened in the new 
bank was in the name of Thomas D. Eckford. He 
was about one year old at the time. 

‘The year 1916 found us into the second year of 
war! Many young men from the surrounding dis. 
tricts left to “join up”, which created anxious 
times for all with relatives and friends par. 
ticipating overseas. No radio gave us any news 
in those days! (Twenty-five years later, during 
the next war, our concern was much deeper and 
more personal, with three sons and two 
daughters-in-law in active service in different 
branches of the Armed Forces overseas.) 

The ladies of the village formed a Red Cross 
group. The first gathering was held at Riverside 
Farm, but I believe that the first business 
meeting was held by Mrs. Rogers at her home in 
Eckville. During Sports Day in 1916 I sold Red 
Cross ribbons for the benefit of Red Cross work. 

In the forenoon of November 11, 1918, the ring: 
ing of bells and the blowing of horns and whistles 
automatically announced the wonderful news — 
that the horrors of war at last were over! There 
was great rejoicing in Red Deer, but for some 
there was also sadness, knowing that their loved 
‘ones would not be returning home. Arthur's 
mother and [ took the boys with us to take a 
small part in that afternoon's celebrations. 

During 1918 we talked about moving to British 
Columbia, and finally the decision was made. 
After the’ farm and livestock were sold Mrs. 
Eckford Sr., myself, and the two little boys went 
to stay in Red Deer until Arthur finished his 
business in Eckville — that of buying grain and 
hogs for shipment to Calgary. However, owing to 
the flu epidemic, travel was banned, and it was 
some time before we were permitted to start our 
journey to Vancouver, our destination. In 1920 
our third son, Arthur Dermot, was born in Van- 
couver. North Vancouver was our home until 
1947, when Arthur and I moved to Grantham’s 
Landing, a spot right by the sea and loved by all 
of us, 

It was at Grantham that Mr. Bliss, of the 
Eckville High School, corresponded with my hus- 
band, with the result that we donated a trophy to 
the high school to be awarded to the outstanding 
pupil of the year. Very nice letters of thanks 
were received from Mr. Bliss and the president 
of the Student Council. This expression of their 
appreciation was most gratifying. Now there 
are Eckford great-grandchildren attending 
schools here in British Columbia, Perhaps, in the 














future, they may be honour students, and be 
worthy of receiving such a trophy! 

Of our eight grandsons and granddaughters 
there are seven surviving. Our oldest grandson 
passed away suddenly in 1971. Of course his 
death brought great sorrow to us all, Five of our 
family still live here in British Columbia. Our 
granddaughter and her husband and little gir] 
live in Oshawa, Ontario, while one grandson and 
his wife live in Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. The five 
great-grandchildren, four boys and one girl, all 
live adjacent to Vancouver. The oldest of those 
children was 11 years old in 1977 and the 
youngest was six years old. 

In 1961, atter ‘a long illness, Arthur E. T. 
Eckford passed away in Shaughnesay Military 
Hospital in Vancouver. He was a Boer War 
Veteran. So ended the life of one who had always 
been active in the affairs of every community in 
which he lived. 





ECKES, PAUL AND MARION AND FAMILY 

Before I met Paul, T had become a widow 
seven years previous, when my husband, Arnold 
Anderson, died, leaving me with three children 
Sven Richard, four years, Kathryn Lynn, three 
years, and Marion Susan, two years old, (See 
Swan’ Anderson history.) 

We lived on the Swan Anderson farm for two 
years following his death. Then we moved to my 
Son's inherited land, across from the Eckville 
cemetery. 

Thad the old log house moved closer to the 
road and started to repair it. Kids from town had 
used it as a playhouse, and cattle that had 
pastured there had got inside the house and 
demolished it somewhat as well. With the help of 
John Robertson of Benalto doing the carpenter 
work for me, and Mr. Sterling of Benalto 
Revelstoke allowing me to buy the material 
needed on a monthly basis, Twas able to make a 
home for the children and’ myself. 

There was no well for water, so I hauled it in 
my cream cans. We used gas lamps for a few 
months until the power was installed. Our coal 
and wood stove provided us with heat and cook- 
ing facilities and our gas heater 
worked—sometimes! 

Ibaby-sat for Mrs, Marg Palm for two years, 
taking Susan with me, as she was not yet in 
school. Then I got a job at Eigenes’ Restaurant, 
owned by Ella and Gene Salsauler, and that 1s 
how I met Paul, who is originally from central 
Saskatchewan. He was working for McGregor 
Telephone and Power. They say that a way to a 
man’s heart is through his stomach, and Paul 
always came in for meals and flapper ple. At 
least that’s what he claims he married me for. 

‘On December 31, 1964 we were married in 
Benalto. That winiet we had a cold spell with a 
wind chitl of 90° below F. The wind chill whistled 
through the house and froze everything that was 
upstairs. In the spring we demolished the house 
and bought a trailer, putting it on the same loca- 


























tion. What a treat to have running water and an 
Inside toilet! 

Paul continued to work for McGregor 
‘Telephone and Power until spring, but decided 
he didn’t like being away from home all the time, 
50 he changed jobs and worked for Co-op for 
three years and then for Bud and Dave Light- 
bown for three and one half years driving truck. 
During that time we tried our hand at raising 
calves, pigs, and chickens, and milked some 
cows. 

Three children were born to us: Terrance 
Paul on January 18, 1968, Rodney David on 
September 5, 1967 and Lezlie Ann on December 
18, 1969. I drove school bus for Eckville, and then 
got a job at the Eckville hospital as a certified 
nursing aid, where I am still working. 

Everyone has some major tragedy in his 
lifetime, and ours was when we lost Terrance at 
the age of five years in a drowning accident. The 
people of Eckville and surrounding districts 
were just tremendous during our loss, helping 
with trying to find his body, providing food, 
donations, words of kindness and understanding. 

‘Our small trailer, 12 by 52 feet, was getting a 
little cramped, so we bought a double wide 
trailer and moved into town. Paul had gone into 
the business of erecting steel bins. Today his 
business has expanded to all over central Alber- 
ta and the North Country. We lived in town for 
two years and then bought an acreage where the 
Young Peoples Hall used to be. We built a new 
home and at present are still living there. Rod 
and Lez are taking their schooling at Eckville 
and are involved in hockey and figure skating. 

Rick, Kath, and Sue took their schooling in 
Eckvillé until grade 10 and then took 11 and 12 in 
Red Deer at the Comprehensive High School, 
commuting by car with other Eckville students 
going there. After thelr schooling Rick continued 
on at the Olds College, taking farm mechanics. It 
was here that hte met his wife, Angele Doucet, 
from Fabler, where she was’ taking Fashion 
‘Merchandizing. When they graduated they were 
married on June 29, 1973. They then took a trip 
over to England, Scotland, France and down to 
Italy. While looking for jobs in Italy, Angele had 
an accident with her Moped bike and landed in 
the hospital for a week. AS they were running out 
of money, they decided to return home after one 
month. They now live on their land In a mobile 
home across from the Eckville cemetery. Rick 
worked for Grand Equipment in Red Deer: tried 
his hand at steel building with his dad, farming, 
and oil rigs. But his main interest is in farming. 
Angele worked for the Eckville Bank of 
Commerce until they started a family. They now 
have two children — Christine Marie, two years 
old, and Sven Daniel, nine months. 

kath worked at the Eckville Hospital as a 
ward ald for two years after completing school, 
then went into training at the U of A for an R.N, 
degree, graduating in January of 1976, She then 
got married on March 6, 1976, to BIll Zaleski, a 














childhood sweetheart. She is employed at the 
Lacombe hospital. Bill is a licensed mechanic 
and worked for Kipp Scott’s in Red Deer for 
three years, leased Eckville Motors garage for 
eight months, and now has a job in Ponoka as 
mechanic foreman and shop manager. They are 
now living seven miles north of Eckvilie on their 
land in a mobile home. 

Sue worked at the Eckville hospital for one 
year as a ward aid. She then also took her tra 
ing at the U. of A. for an R.N. Susan graduated in 
‘August 1976, and then married November 6, 1976. 
She met her husband, Blair Penner, at the 
University. Blair's home is in Calgary, but the 
Eckville district was known to him before, as his 
grandmother's sister is married to a Mr. Bob 
Findley, who was manager of the Bank of 
Commerce some 20 years ago. His family used to 
come and visit the Findleys. At present Blair and 
Sue are residing in Edmonton. Sue is working at 
the Edmonton General Hospital and Blair is in 

is last year of the instrumentation course. They 
will be moving to thelr land in the Benalto area 
this year. 

It is nice to have all the family close together. 


LSON, ANDREW — by Oiva Elson 
‘Andrew Elson was born in Teura, Finland, 
June 15, 1878. He immigrated in 1898 to Butte, 
‘Montana, where he worked in the steel mills for a 
few years, In 1902, he married Alexsandra 
Hakala. She also immigrated from Finland in 
1898 to Butte, Montana. After thelr marriage 














‘Andrew and Sandra Eton - Wedding, 1902, 
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they came to Canada, and took up a homestead 
fone mile west and two miles north of Eckville, 
SEY,-32-29-35. 

In 1906, they started clearing land with oxen 
to improve thelr homestead. To begin with, they 
built a small log house which they lived in for a 
few years. Also, they built a barn in 1907 which is 
still on the farm. In 1910 they built a new house 
and used the old one for a chicken house. Their 
closest town was Red Deer, where they had to 
get their supplies with an ox team. They did not 
have any children for many years. In 1912 the 
Lampis passed away within three months of 
each other leaving four children. Muriel Lampi 
was two months old when Mr. and Mrs. Elson 
adopted her. In 1919 they were blessed with their 
first son Oiva, In 1921 the stork came knocking on 
the door again with another son, Verner. Also 
lost two in infancy. 

In 1928 they had a sale, sold all the cattle, all 
the horses but two, machinery and all ‘the 
household items. They rented the land out to his 
brother-in-law Matt Rein. The Elsons then 
moved to a warmer climate, Burnaby, B.C., and 
purchased a chicken ranch. Well, this chicken 
ranch in those depression years wasn’t a very 
good paying thing; the feed cost a lot of money 
‘The chicken eggs sold at 10 cents a dozen. The 
bounty In Alberta on magpie eggs was 12 cents a 
dozen, and you didn’t have to feed them. 

‘To make ends meet, Andrew Elson came out 
to the prairies in the fall to help harvest. As this 
venture in the chicken ranch was a failure, they 
sold it and returned to thelr homestead in 
Eckville in 1931, and resumed farming. He 
purchased four purebred Percheron mares in 
foal from John Hyvonen of Benalto, raised two 
stallions, sold one. Four years later he took first 
prize in'Red Deer and Benalto Fairs with his 
stallion, He was proud of his big Percheron 
horses. ‘They weighed from 1600 Ibs. to 2,000 Ibs. 
each. He aiso raised purebred Red Poli cattle. 
He took great pride in his livestock. They were 
always rolling in fat. He also raised hogs. In the 
30's he took in some 220 pound hogs; they brought 
him $3. a head, just enough to get some 
groceries. 

Saturdays they use to warm up the sauna 
bath, and some of the neighbors would come over 
for the evening for a sauna bath and play cards 
and have cake and coffee. The lighting wasn’t 
very good, only coal oil lamps and wood burning 
stoves, 

Sundays Mr. Elson would be the barber and 
cut hair, It seemed that there wasn't a Sunday 
that someone didn’t come for a haircut. ‘The 
price was right — free. 

In 1939, they purchased a Massey Harris trac- 
tor called the Wallis, also got some heavier 
‘equipment to be able to control the quack grass, 
and from then on began to get better crops. They 
lived on the homestead until 1949 when they 
retired to a house they purchased from Everett 
‘Tarvas in the town of Eckville. Their youngest 

















son Verner took over the farm, One of the first oll 
wells in the Eckville area was drilled on the old 
homestead in around 1950. It is still in produc- 
tion. Verner also remodeled the old house and 
got Calgary Power. Their oldest son, Oiva, 
moved to Eckville and started a trucking 
business. Their daughter, Aune, married Floyd 
Bartesko. They had a daughter, Myrna, and 
moved to Red Deer. The oldest daughter, Muriel, 
married Everett McNeil, and moved to Alert 
Bay, B.C. They had four children — Gordon, Ber- 
tha, Clarence (deceased), Jackie. Muriel McNell 
passed away at the age of 48 years In 1960, After 
living in Eckville for seven years, Mrs. Alexsan 
dra Elson passed away January’ 14, 1956 at the 
age of 74 years. Mr. Andrew Elson passed away 
February 4, 1962, at the age of 84 years, They 
were both laid to'rest in the Eckville cemetery. 
Andrew, Sandra, and oldest granddaughter, 
Myrna, went visiting riding the tractor. Coming 
home they had to come down Kasper’s Hill 
Brakes went on the tractor so Sandra and Myrna 
jumped off and started walking down; sure 
enough, Andrew had made it and was waiting for 
them. While cutting grain with horses and binder 
Andrew had a runaway, he fell off, horses going 
on their own, even made the corners pretty good. 
Andrew found his rubber boot in a bundle. 








ELSON, OIVA — by Oiva Elson 

Oiva Elson was born at Eckville on August 9, 
1919, attended Eckville Elementary School while 
living on the farm with his parents Mr. and Mrs. 
Andrew Elson. He continued farming until the 
fall of 1945. On June 12, 1942, he married Freda 
Oastrom of Hespero. They continued living on 
the farm until the fall of 1945. Then, moved to the 
town of Eckville where they purchased some 
property, built a house and garage and went into 
the trucking business. General trucking and 
gravel hauling for seventeen years. He was also 
grain buyer for eight years for Searle Grain Co. 
at Eckville and Hespero. Oiva coached hockey 
teams from juniors to juveniles which he enjoyed 
very much. He was an active member of the 
Lions Club for several years and was very i 
terested in town progress. He was on the town 
council for several years as councilor and deputy 
mayor for one year. He was on the Presbyterian 
Church Board for three years, 

Oiva and Freda raised a family of three. 
Daryl, the oldest born in 1946, a daughter Diann 
in 1951 and number two son, Kevin, in 1957, 

Daryl was quite talented in his younger days. 
He enjoyed singing and won many first prizes at 
all the talent shows. He sang on TV on the Red 
Deer station for a season. When he moved to 
Calgary where he was in the Civic Choir for a few 
years. Daryl finished his schooling in Eckville, 
‘graduating in 1964. He came to Calgary to look 
for employment, got on as clerk with the City of 
Calgary. In August 1970 he took Linda Johnson of 
Red Deer to be his loving wife, They both went to 
work for four years, saved up thelr money and 











purchased a house. Linda a banker and Daryl as 
Gispatcher for the emergency fire police and am- 
bulance for the City, On June 11, 1974, they were 
blessed with twins, Chad and Crystal who are 
three and a half and are real darlings. 

Daughter Diann received most of her school- 
ing in Eckville. In April 1967, she married Jack 
Lamberigts. They lived at Sylvan Lake and had 
two children, Angelene and Roger. Angelene is 
10 years old and Roger Is eight years old. In May 
1970, Jack Lamberigts was killed in a car acci- 
dent. In 1970 Diann and the children moved to 
Calgary and started a new life, Diann took more 
schooling and is now working in the Calgary 
Court House. She remarried and has a son Edd 
Compstone who is five years old. 

Number two son Kevin took part of his school- 
ing in Eckville until 1967 and continued schooling 
in Calgary. He has been employed on construc- 
tion work in and around the city. After moving to 
Calgary, Olva worked with the city for six 
months. Then in February 12, 1968, went to work 
for Western Canadian Seed Processors of 
Lethbridge as a fleld representative covering 
an area from Crossfield to the Montana border. 
He worked as a field representative for eight 
years. The company changed their name to Can: 
bra Foods Ltd. two years ago and gave me a 
promotion as field co-ordinator. Now, I travel the 
whole province and into Prince Albert, 
Saskatchewan. My job Is looking after 47 gather: 
ing points for the company. This is January, 
1978. I hope this Job see's me into retirement with 
this company. Also, wish the next generation will 
continue to do as much for the next history book, 











ELSON, VERNER, 

Verner Andrew Elson was born May 31, 1926. 
He took all his schooling in Eckville, He walked 
the three miles to school until he got a horse. 
Some mornings he would get out of going to 
school by scaring his horse off with rocks and 
then telling his parents he couldn’t catch his 
horse for some strange reason. Also played 
hooky once in awhile with a friend, Verner Elson 
was in air cadets while he was attending school. 
He enjoyed such sports as hockey and softball. 
He is still on his father’s homestead SE 32-39-3. 
W5 and also farms another quarter which he 
purchased in 1947. He spent all his years on the 
farm except for 1943 when he lived at Alert Ba 
B.C. and worked at a logging camp at Beaver 
Cove. 

In 1948, he married Jennie Syren (of Condor). 
Jennie took her schooling at a country school 
called Northup which was built in 1921. She was 
the janitor for some time and had to keep the old 
pot belly stove fired up with wood. She helped her 
parents with farm work. She worked at a cafe in 
Condor so many years that some people started 
calling it Jennie’s place. Also worked at Hespero 
store which included a post office. She missed 
the train one morning and the boss had to drive 
and finally caught the train at Sylvan Lake to get 

















the mail on it. In 1947 she came to work at 
Eckville Co-op Store and remained there until 
her marriage to Verner Elson on April 16, 1948. 

Verner and Jennie began farming together 
after their marriage. They used to raise pigs and 
also used to milk quite a number of cows, by 
hand, and shipped cream until the Eckville 
Creamery closed its doors. Their farming now 
includes grain, hay and beef cattle. You could 
usually find Verner and Jennie working together 
Dut this one day Jennie thought she would finish 
shingling a granary roof alone while Verner 
worked in the field. After Jennie got to the peak 
on the granary, she was scared to come down 
and had to wait until Verner came so he could 
guide her down to the ladder. Even though Jen: 
nie herself was a farm girl, Verner found he had 
to teach her a thing or two about rolling barbed 
wire after he saw her trying it one day. Her sister 
was standing on one end of the wire while Jennie 
had the other end and was running around in 
circles, 











Dayne, Jennie, Verner and Loree Elson, 


Over the years they made many im 
provements to the land and buildings. Some of 
which included getting the power, putting plumb- 
ing in the house which saved them some mighty 
chilly trips to the shack out back. Shortly after 
they converted the familiar old sauna Into a 
chicken house. They also upgraded their 
machinery from some horse drawn equipment to 
all tractor operated type. 

‘They have also changed the appearance of the 
yard by moving old buildings such as the old 
‘wood shed. Now as you drive by the yard will 
catch your eye with its painted fences and 
buildings and well kept lawn. It means several 
hours of work a week but the new riding lawn 
mower helps lighten the load. 

Jennie used to raise many chickens. She even 
raised turkeys to pay the hospital bill when their 
first child, a son, Dwayne, was born December 5, 
3919. Thelr second child was a daughter Loree, 
born October 5, 1953. After Dwayne finished his 
schooling he was draftsman for Calgary Power 
in Calgary for five years. He married Shelley 








103 


Linden (of Calgary) September 3, 1971. After tir- 
ing of the city, they moved to Caroline and have 
been operating Spruceview Transport since the 
deginning of 1977. They have two girls, Leane 
and Dayna. 

Loree graduated from Eckville High School in 
1971. She worked in a cafe and also in the 
drugstore in Eckville. She was fond of the farm 
and shortly after her marriage to Gene Sears, 
September 22, 1973, they bought a quarter from 
Reg Whillier’ west of Gilby, where they are 
presently living. As well as farming, Gene also 
owns and operates his own welding business. 
They have two girls, Katrina and Juli 

Verner and Jennie were quite active in curl 
ing in the 1960's. 


ELIUK, WILLIAM AND IRIS 

‘William Eliuk was born at Kaleland, Alberta 
in 1928, and in 1946 he moved with his parents to a 
farm in the Pinehill district. In 1951 he married 
Iris Thorlakson from New Centerville, and they 
moved to his farm west of Markerville. 

In 1952 Bill was employed by Chester Kasha, 
but in January, 1957, we took over the U.F.A. C 
op agency and John Deere dealership, known as 
Bill’s Corner Service, and moved to Eckville. We 
purchased the old Co-op Lumberyard property 
and in 1965 erected a building, known as Eliuk’s 
Farm Supplies Ltd., to house the John Deere 
dealership, as the U:F.A. Co-op building was too 
small for both businesses. Both businesses were 
expanding and proved to be too much work for 
us, so we resigned as U.F.A. Co-op agents. 

We sold our farm at Markerville in 1966, and 
purchased the farm north of Eckville, where we 
now reside, In 1973, we relinquished the John 
Deere dealership. 

‘We have four sons and one daughter. Richard 
(Rick) was born in 1952. In 1973, he married 




















Bill luk Family. Sanding: Randy, Bil, Irs, Marin. Sete: 
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Shirley Laye from the Leedale district, and they 
have two boys, Ryan and Colin. They reside in 
Olds, where Rick is parts manager for Greenline 
Equipment, 

Randy was born in 1954. He is employed with 
Dowell Chemical and iives in Blackfalds. 

‘Marvin was born in 1957 and works in the 
oilfield business. Kevin was born in 1961 and is 
employed by Revelstoke Lumber in Red Deer. 
He lives at home. Marcia was born in 1964 and is 
attending school in Eckville. 


ENGEN, GLEN FAMILY 

Glen was born in Bentley in May, 1934, the 
only son of Cassius and Mabel Engen. He worked 
with heavy equipment, starting at the age of 14 
years. 

In December, 1954 Glen married Myrtle 
Hansen. They have four children: Kenneth, 
JoAnne, Terry and Colleen. 

JoAnne married Neal Knopp of Condor in 
June, 1975. They reside on a farm south of Con- 
dor. in 1967 Glen purchased his first Cat and still 
remains In the construction business, residing in 
Eckville, 


ESKI, JOHN — by Hilja Sjoblom 

John Eski came from his native Finland when 
a very young man. He came first to the United 
States, where he worked in various places before 
deciding to come to Canada to homestead. He 
filed on a quarter section of land on Blueberry 
Hill, next to his friend, E. Saarela, This was NE 
18-40-4-W5. He filed on this place about 1910. 

John lived on this place for a number of years 
and worked out as well. He was a hard-working 
man, and read a lot, taking a real interest in 
world affairs, 

In the 1930's John sold his homestead and had 
a small house just south of Eckville which he 
called home. However, being a bachelor, he con- 
tinued working out. When lving in his small 
place here he did always raise a good garden, all 
kinds of vegetables, but gave most of them away 
to his friends and neighbors. 

He suffered from arthritis and passed away 
around 1956 or 1 


FERGUSON, ALEC — by Loretta Ferguson 

Tiny (Alec), son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Ferguson, has always been very active In 
hockey. Finishing school in 1955, he worked at 
the Co-op in Eckville and played hockey as a 
goalie with the Red Deer Monarchs, getting a 
trophy for the most valuable player. 

He was married to Loretta Anderson in June, 
1959. Following their marriage, they moved 
around to several places while Tiny was working 
on the oil rigs. He was away from hockey for 
about six years, then, when they settled down in 
Red Deer, he started playing as a goalie, and 
continued until 1973. He now coaches the Eck- 
ville Eagles Hockey Team. 

‘The family took over the old Sestrap grocery 








store in April of 1971, calling it “Ferguson 
Mayfair Foods”. They have continued to operate 
the store since that time. 

Tiny and Loretta have four daughters. Cheryl 
was born in April, 1960, Sandra in June, 1961, 
Laureen in March, 1964 and Dawna-Lynn in 
December, 1968. 

‘Tiny is involved in the affairs of the communt- 
ty, being a member of the Lions Club and doing 
many valuable things for the arena committee 
He was a director of the committee for several 
years. He is quite an avid fisherman and hunter. 
The biggest fish always gets awa; 








FORHAN, OSWALD MICHAEL 

Mr. O.'M. Forhan was born in Owen Sound, 
Ontario on January 16, 1877. His father, Michael 
Forhan, was a watchmaker. Some of the watches 
he made are still in the family. 

Oswald M. Forhan graduated trom the On. 
tario School of Pharmacy (Toronto) in 1901. He 
came west with his brother P. H. (Harold) 
Forhan in 1903, They settled in the Evarts area 
where they both took out a homestead, While in 
Evarts he bought and operated a general store 
for a number of years. He later sold this business 
toa Mr. Jack Robinson. He and his brother broke 
virgin sod with the help of one ox, one horse, and 
an axe. While in Evarts he met his future wife, 
Annie McGregor, who came west as a young girl 
and was the second school teacher in the Evarts 
School. Her friend Miss Ada Belle Brown was the 
first school teacher in the Evarts School. They 
came west together from Nova Scotia in 1901. In 
Calgary in 1907, Mr. Forhan was united to 
marriage to Miss Annie McGregor. 

At this time Harold Forhan left the 
homestead and took a job with Galts wholesale 
grocery firm in Calgary. He later moved to 
Camrose where he managed a branch wholesale 
house for Galts. It was here through a friend, Mr. 
Jack Donleavy, that he met his future wife, 
Estelle McCaul, whose father J. McCaul was @ 
Dominion Government Railway Commissioner. 
Mr. Donleavy was later the CNR station agent at 
Sylvan Lake. 

Harold and Estelle later returned to Ottawa 
where he established a brick factory which he 
worked at until his death. His wife Estelle Is still 
living and resides in Ottawa. She was an ardent 
curler in her younger and not so young years. 

‘Mrs. Forhan, nee McGregor, came west at 
the age of 21 years from her’ home in New 
Glasgow, Pictou County, Nova Scotia in the year 
1901. Her grandfather established the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada and there is a 
cairn in Nova Scotia to perpetuate his memory. 

When Annie McGregor first came west, she 
taught at the Bennett School east of Olds. In 1904, 
she taught at the Evarts Schools, and iater 
moved to the Melita School on Highway 11. She 
boarded with a Mrs. Warwick later the Lloyd 
Wells’ residence west of Benalto, She rode 
horseback to school and in the winter had to get 








to school early as she had to light the fires so the 
school would be warm for the children when they 
arrived. 

Annie McGregor born in Nova Scotia in 1880 
was married to Oswald M. Forhan in 1907. She 
dled in the Eckville Municipal Hospital January 
19, 1964, at the age of 83. She was laid to rest in 
the Eckville Cemetery next to her husband who 
predeceased her in 1951. 





Me-and Mis. O. M. Forhan, Tom, Harold and Norman - 1918. 


Mr. 0. M, Forhan after selling his store in 
Evarts, left his homestead and moved to Old 
Eckville which was situated on what is now the 
Jarvis Ononfryzyn farm just north of present 
Eckville and just north of the Medicine River. He 
operated a store here for a couple of years. When 
the rallroad came through, he moved to what is 
now the present site of Eckville and opened a 
general store in partnership with Mr. Dan 
Clausen, After dissolving this partnership, he 
opened a drug store on the site of the present Co- 
op Hardware Store. This store also housed the 
post office. He sold the Drug Store to a Mr. 
Crosby and moved to Red Deer in 1916 and 
opened up a drug store there. He sold this 
business and moved to Vancouver in 1920. After 
the stock market crash of 1929, he returned to 
Eckville where he operated the old drug store un- 
til 1946. 

In 1946, Mr. Forhan and his son Thomas built 
what is now the present drug store in the town of 
Eckville. Mr. Forhan was active in the drug 
business until his passing in 1951 at the age of 74 
years. Mr. Forhan was active in community af- 
fairs and was instrumental in starting the first 
hospital in Eckville in the building which is now 
owned by Mr. Roy Saari. In the early days, as 
well as running the drug store, Mr. Forhan 
operated a farm northwest of Eckville where he 
raised hogs and also a mink ranch. At the peak of 
his operations he had as many as 500 mink. It 
was the second largest mink ranch in Alberta. 
Mr. Forhan was affectionately known as ‘‘doc”” 
in the early days as he looked after the ills of both 
man and beast as we had no veterinarians in 
those days and at times the closest doctor was in 
Red Deer. 
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There were four sons from his marriage to 
Miss Annie McGregor: Norman McGregor, 
Harold Fitzpatrick, Thomas Oswald and Allan 
Francis, 


FORHAN, THOMAS OSWALD 

‘Thomas Oswald was born in Eckville in 1913 
He moved to Red Deer with his parents at the 
age of four. At the age of seven his parents again 
moved, this time, to Vancouver. It was here that 
‘Thomas took most of his elementary schooling, 
graduating trom Lord Bying High School. 
‘Thomas was active in athletics and in his senior 
year was selected to the Vancouver High School 
‘All Star Team in English Rugby. At the age of 17 
he won the Western Canadian Junior ‘Tennis 
Champlonship. After graduating from high 
school, he worked in Vancouver for two years, 
He returned to Eckvitle in 1932 and apprenticed 
with his father, Oswald, in the drug store. After 
apprenticing for three years, he attended the U 
of A, graduating in Pharmacy in 1939. While at- 
tending university he played with the University 
of Alberta Golden Bears and also represented 
the University on the tennis team, After 
graduating from the U. of A. he worked in Ed- 
monton for one year. He then returned to 

Eckville and entered the drug business with his 
father, Dr. F. H. Coppock was the local doctor at 
that time. 

"Thomas Forhan who is known as the Pill Doc- 
tor by many of his friends Is an ardent 
sportsman and quite active in community af- 
fairs. He also enjoyed hunting, fishing and curl- 











8, he represented Eckville for Zone 18 in 
the Northern British Consols Curling Playdowns 
which was held in Edmonton. Playing with him 
was Robert Kraft, Don McDonald and Red 
McAndrew. 

‘While working with his father, he held the 
position of secretary for the village. He later was 
elected to council where he served for 12 years. 

ix of these as the mayor. He was also the first 
secretary of the Eckville and District Savings 
and Credit Union and later served as the chalr- 
man of the Credit Committee serving this instit 
tion for 15 years. During these years he kept busy 
in athletics, namely baseball, hockey and tennis 
and as an'honorary member of the Eckville 
Canadian Legion he served as Athletic Co- 
ordinator for that organization for four years. He 
was a charter member and past president of the 
Eckville Lions Club having retired from the club 
aiter 25 years of service. He is a past president of 
the Eckville Curling Club as well as being the 

t president of the Eckville Minor Hockey 
Association, He was also active as a hockey 
player in his younger years and was a catcher 
for the Eckville Senior Men’s Baseball Team 
which won many laurels around Central Alberta, 
While catching for Eckville, he played with the 
Central Alberta All Stars who played many tour- 
ing U.S. baseball teams. The most notable being 

















the colored house of door 6. Most of these games 

were played at Sylvan Lake. When the new arena 
was built he coached many minor hockey teams 
as well as a one year stint with the senior hockey 
team, 

After retiring from hockey and baseball as an 
active player he refereed for all classes of 
hockey and was well known around Central 
Alberta as a baseball umpire. When baseball 
died out, he coached and umpired both for the 
men's as well as the ladies’ fastball teams. He is 
still active in these pastimes. At present he still 
operates the drug store in Eckville and is a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Eckville 
Municipal Hospital. 

Mr. Thomas Oswald Forhan was married to 
Helen Dorothy Toivanen on August 12, 1946 and 
they have one daughter and two sons. Brenda 
Anne, Randolph Thomas and James Peter. Bren- 
da Anne was born in Eckville on January i, 1950. 
She went to school in Eckville, Red Deer and 
Vancouver. She was united in marriage to Gerry 
Galenzoski on September 1, 1974. Gerry is 
employed in the identification division of the 
RCMP and is stationed in Red Deer. They have 
two children Michelle Leigh aged three years 
and Christopher Jon aged one. 

Randolph Thomas Forhan was born in 
Eekville on November 16, 1951, and attended 
School in Eckville from Grade 1 to 10. He finished 
Grade 11 and 12 at Lindsay Thurber High School 
in Red Deer. He played football for the Red Deer 
Raiders. After graduating from high school, he 
Played football with the Red Deer Junior 
Packers and enrolled at the Red Deer College. 
While playing a football game against Edmon- 
ton, he suffered torn ligaments to his right knee 
which necessitated surgery. This injury ended 
his football career and also college for that year. 
Randy is an avid sportsman and enjoys hunting 
and fishing and plays some fastball although he 
is hampered somewhat by his knee injury. He 
presently living in Eckville and is employed by 
Cactus Drilling Co. In November, 1977, he was 
elected to the council of the Town of Eckville. 

James Peter Forhan was born in Eckville on 
October 22, 1960. He played for the Lacombe 
Bantam Baseball Team when they hosted the 
Western Canadian Bantam Championships. He 
pitched and played third base. They won the 
Bronze medal in the playoffs. He also played 
goal for the Eckville Midget Hockey Team in 
197. They were second in the Provincial Finals 
losing out to Sherwood Park. He enjoys playing 
tennis and badminton and pitches for the 
Eckville Senior Men’s Fastball Team. James is 
presently living at home is taking Grade 12 at the 

ville Senior High School. 














FORHAN, ALAN FRANCIS 

Alan Franels Forhan, youngest son of Oswald 
and Ann Forhan was born February 5, 1924, in 
Vancouver, B.C. 








Attended Public School in Dunbar Heights, 
Vancouver 1930-32. 

Moved to Eckville, Alberta 1932, 

1932-41 — Public and high schooi in Eckville, 
Alberta, 

1942 — High school in Red Deer, Alberta. 

1943-45 — Enlisted in the R.C.A.F. and 
stationed in Toronto, Ontario and Souris and 
Rivers, Manitoba, 

1946 — Attended high school refresher course 
in Calgary, Alberta 

1947-49 — University of Alberta, Edmonton, 
and graduated as a Pharmacist in 1949. 

1990 — Joined Schering Corporation of Mon- 
treal as Pharmaceutical Sales Representative 
for Alberta, living In Calgary. 

1951-52 — Moved to Edmonton in same 
capacity. 

1953 — February moved to Toronto area as 
Representative and promoted. 

1954 — Promoted to Regional Sales Manager 
for Ontario, Travelled all Ontario from Windsor 
in the south to Timmins in the north, 

1955 — Married in Ottawa the former Marilyn 
Mielke, October 15. Resided in Toronto area. 

1956 — First Regional Manager with Schering 
Corp. to do $1 million in sales in his own 
territory. 

1955 — Infant daughter Stephanie was born 
and deceased. Born September 18 and deceased 
November 22 

1958 — First son Mark Alan born in Scar- 
borough, Feb. 15, 

1959 — Daughter, Allison Mary born in Scar 
borough, March 9. 

1960 — “Moved to Ottawa and purchased 
Howe's Drug Store. 

1962 — Daughter Laurie Ann was born in Ot- 
taway July 25. 

In the intervening years, the whole family 
have worked their share In keeping Forhan’s 
Pharmacy Ltd. of Ottawa a going concern. At 
present in 1977, Mark is attending Guelph 
University working towards a Science Degree. 
Alison is presently attending Seneca College in 
Toronto enrolled in Cosmetology. Laurie is at- 
tending Confederation High School taking the 
Academic Level Course. Presently (1977), Alan 
is president and owner of Forhan’s Pharmacy 
Limited, 769 Bank Street, Ottawa, Ontario. 











FORHAN, HAROLD FITZPATRICK 

Harold Fitzpatrick Forhan was born in 
Eckville in 1911. I took my schooling in Eckville, 
Red Deer, and Vancouver. After graduating 
from high’ school, T went into the real estate 
business in Vancouver. 

In 1932, Treturned to Eekville where I worked 
for my father on the farm. I also opened the first 
egg grading station in Eckville. In those days, 
our main market for eggs was Nordegg which 
was a thriving coal mining town. 

In 1940, T returned to Vancouver and my first 
love which was building and real estate. 





In 1950, I was united in marriage to Theresa 
McDaniel. We have three children, Michael, 
Norman, and Maureen; all residing in Van- 
couver. 


FORMAN, NORMAN McGREGOR 

Norman McGregor Forhan was born in 
Evarts, Alberta, in 1908. My first schooling was 
in Eckville, At that time the school was on the 
‘Turner farm north of the present site of Eckville. 
We had to walk to school which was about a mile 
from the village. When I was a little older, my 
father sent me to the convent in Red Deer for 
further schooling. When my father moved to Red 
Deer in 1916, I attended public school there until 
we moved to Vancouver in 1920 where I finished 
my schooling. 

After leaving school, my first job was in the 
Stock Brokers Exchange. After the stock market 
crash of 1929, I returned to Eckville with my 
father and have resided here ever since with the 
exception of a couple of years when I took a job 
with Consolidated Mining and Smelting Co. in the 
N.W.T. After returning from the north, my 
father and I started a mink ranch. At one time, 
we had as many as 500 minks which was the 
second largest ranch in Alberta. When the mar- 
ket dropped out of the fur business, we sold out 
as it was no longer a viable operation. 

In the 1930's, I assisted my father in the drug 
store. These years were known as the dirty 30's 
because of the hard times. In those days we had 
to be jack of all trades. We made many calls to 
assist the farmers with thelr veterinary 
problems. ‘The most notable being injections for 
milk fever and inoculating for black leg. We also 
fumigated many farm homes for bed bugs as 
they were a common pest in the days of the 
harvest crews who moved around the country in 
the fall of the year. 

‘Another pastime I had was going out on calls 
with Dr. Claxton. On other occasions he would 
call me to assist him to set broken bones. 

In 1946, I was united in marriage to Alfeen 
Langer. We opened a ladies’ and men’s ready to 
wear store. Our first location was in the old 
drugstore building. We later built our own store 
next to the drug store. This business was known 
as Forhan’s Ready to Wear which we operated 
for over 30 years. We retired in 1973 and sold the 
business to Mr. Cliff Pitkanen. 

In December of 1976, my wife, Alfeen passed 
away and was laid to rest in the Eckville 
cemetery. 


FULTON, VIVIAN AND EILEEN 

Vivian’ and Eileen Fulton were raised in the 
Minburn area of Alberta. They came to Eckville 
in 1943 — Vivian in the spring, to work in the 
bank, and Eileen in the fall to go to school. Eileen 
graduated from Grade 12 in 1945 and then went to 
Sylvan Lake to work in the bank. She was 
transferred to Banff, and later to Calgary, where 
she is still employed. She married Gus 
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Beauchamp, and they have one son, who is 
married and also lives in Calgary. 

Vivian worked in the Eckville Bank until the 
fall of 1945, and then was transferred to Sylvan 
Lake and later to Calgary. While in Calgary she 
studied to be a school teacher and went to teach 
in the Vermilion area. There she met and 
married Frank Farkash. They live on a farm and 
have raised seven children. 


WHAT ECKVILLE MEANS TO DR. AND MRS. 
GIBSON AND FAMILY 

Eckville held a lot of firsts for us — it was our 
first home — we were married on June 20, 1953, 
and moved into the old Mottus house on July 7. 

Eckville was Gordon's first practice and after 
the untimely passing of Dr. Coppock he found it 
to be a very grave responsibility. Dr. Coppock 
was a hard man to follow and it took a few years 
to establish the trust and confidence necessary to 
be a good doctor. 











Dr. Gibson, 


After a year in the Motus house we built our 
‘own home, bought our first car, and had our first 
garden, Gordon even had his first taste of politics 
there when he became mayor. It was during this 
time that the water tower was built and it was a 
real thrill to have had a part in this vital step in 
the community. 

‘Our three lovely children got their start in life 
in Eckville. David had two years of schooling 
there and all three have many happy memories 
of their childhood there. 

All in all, Eckville, has had a very special 
place in our lives and we will always Value the 
experience and the many lovely friends we 
gained in the 12 years we were living there. 











‘THE R. B. (BOB) GISH FAMILY 

Bob Gish, with wife, Lillian, was transferred 
to Eckville from Delburne in the spring of 1930 as 
the new manager of the Atlas Lumber Company 
‘They had two daughters, Dorothy, seven and 
Sylvia, three years of age. Their first son, 
Robert, was born at home, in Eckville, in August 
of that year, and son Norman in October, 1935, 

Bob became very active in the community 
and served as secreiary-treasurer of town coun- 
cil for some years and was chairman of the first 
hospital board, He was very interested in the 
sports activities of the town and served as a 
member of the annual sports day committee as 
special promotor on local baseball and tennis 
tournaments. Bob was also an active member on 
the committee to build the first covered curling 
rink which housed two sheets of ice. Both he and 
Lillian were active curlers and participated in 
the ladies’, men’s and mixed curling teams and 
bonspiels. 

‘The whole family was involved in the church 
life of the town, with services being held in the 
little old schoolhouse. Bob was superintendent of 
the Sunday School for many years and was in 
ducted as an Elder in the Presbyterian church. 
Lillian was an active member in the Women’s 
Missionary Group and served as president of the 
ladies’ aid. Dorothy taught Sunday School and 
later was pianist for the evening church ser- 
vices. Bob and Dorothy were instrumental in 
forming a small choir, that would perform on 
special occasions at the services in Eckville and 
in Hespero. Sylvia soon was of an age to become 
a member of the choir and to teach Sunday 
School. Both Dorothy and Sylvia were members 
of C.G.LT. groups and then became leaders. 

Dorothy worked in the Imperial Bank in 
Sylvan Lake and Eckville after high school, and 
then moved to Calgary, where she was married 
in April, 1947. Sylvia worked in the office of the 
Atlas Lumber Company and was married in 
Eckville in August, 1947. 

Meanwhile, Robert and Norman were grow- 
ing up, going'to school and taking part in the 
usual hockey and baseball activities, 

Bob was moved to Red Deer in the fall of 1947 
to manage the John’s Hardware Store, which 
had been purchased by his company and was 
then called Builders Hardware Store. 

Lillian and Bob Gish are now retired and live 
in Kelowna, B.C. Dorothy and husband, Douglas 
Hawkes, live in Calgary. They have a family of 
five sons, three daughters-in-law and two 
grandchildren. Doug is a real estate agent. 
Sylvia and husband, Ray Lawson, live in Red 
Deer. Ray took his high school in Eckville and is 
now hospital administrator at Michener Centre. 
The Lawsons have two sons, a daughter, two 
daughters-in-law and a grandchild, Robert a 
school teacher, and Norman, chairman of the 
B.C. Energy Commission, live in Vancouver. 
‘They are both married and Robert has one son 
and Norman has two sons and one daughter. 














GOARD, BLANCHE (McFAUL) 
Blanche Goard, daughter of James and Ella 


McFaul, came to Red Deer, N.W.T. from 
‘Michigan, U.S.A. in 1901. She worked in the post 
office in Red Deer before her marriage to W. J 
Goard. 

Mr. Goard and his brother owned and 
operated a Jewellery store, which they later sold 
out to H. H. Humber. 

After Will and Blanche were married they 
also went homesteading west of the present town 
of Eckville on the SW 20-39-4W5. They soon found 
out that this was not the life for them. 

‘They gave up the homestead in favour of Paul 
Pykett, who was married to Dorcas Brown. Her 
parents had come from the United States with 
the McFauls and Matcketts, the three families 
were very close friends. 

Blanche and Will moved to Vancouver where 
he went into business again, Their three 
children, Stanley, Ronald and Alberta were born 
there. Will passed away several years ago. 
Blanche lives in Nanaimo with her sister 
Maudie, 





GRANT, REVEREND ED. A. 

Reverend Ed. A. Grant was the Presbyterian 
minister in the area west of Sylvan Lake in 1910 
and 1911. Previously, he had served with his 
wife, as a missionary in Hyderbad City, South In- 
dia. Rev. Grant held services at Diamond Valley 
twice monthly at 11 a.m.; twice monthly at Plt- 
cox at 3 p.m.; twice monthly at Eckville at 11:30 
a.m.; and at Marianne every Sunday at 7:30 p.m, 
In late 1911 Rev. Grant moved on to Caribou 
Creek, near Calgary. 





‘THE GUSTAVSON FAMILY 

Charlie Gustavson arrived in Quebec from 
Sweden on July 20, 1903. He was born September 
11, 1881 near Goteborg, Sweden. His father was a 
sailor and his mother raised the family on a 
small farm. Opportunities for schooling were 
very limited, and at the tender age of eight years 
he worked very hard for the local minister. 

After spending a compulsary two-year stint in 
the Swedish navy he decided to do as so many 
others — to come and find his fortune in 
America. For a time he worked In a sawmill at 
Chabaygan, Michigan, in the U.S.A. It was while 
he was here that he met John Lundberg, who was 
to become his life-long friend. Together they 
later went to saw mills near Portland, Oregon, 
While here they saw an advertisement for 
homestead land in Alberta, which sounded like 
the answer to a dream. Free land! Fare was one 
cent per mile, or $12 to Wetaskawin. ‘They 
decided to come and “own your own piece of 
land.” 





Charlie and John arrived in Alberta in March 
of 1905. It did indeed look promising with some 
farmers already in the fields. However, in 1906 
winter arrived on October first and lasted until 
May, 1907. Many of the homesteaders at 

















this time were not prepared for such severe 
weather and many cattle starved to death, even 
though old straw roofs were dismantled for feed 
Charlie and John had no livestock to feed, but 
even they found the weather a test for their 
courage. 

‘Afler looking over homestead land near 
Camrose they decided that the open prairie land, 
with few trees, was not to their liking. They 
returned to Lacombe, and later Charlie 
homesteaded near Gull’ Lake and John near 
Lockhart. Years of brush cutting, bullding a log 
house, walking over bush trails to Lacombe for 
supplies, even working on the railroad to earn a 
little cash, passed slowiy. Potatoes were planted 
where brush piles had been burned. A fair crop 
resulted. Fish and wild life provided the main 
part of their livelihood. Later, after acquiring 
horses and oxen, they contracted land breaking 
with a team of horses in the lead, followed by & 
team of oxen, and a breaking plow. In this way 
many acres had their first furrow turned 

‘After proving up their homesteads they 
decided to sell their land and move to the fledg. 
ling town of Eckville. The railroad had just 
recently been bullt and a new town was in the 
‘making, John Lundberg took over the local hotel 
and in 1913 Charlie built a large livery stable. It 
‘occupied the lot between the present Co-op store 
and Eckville Motors. He ‘operated a dray 
business, hauling from the C.P-R. as well as the 
CNR. It proved to be hard work, especially 
when he would tuck a hundred pound sack of 
flour under each arm, and carry them to an up- 
stairs storage room. 

‘As well as the dray business, he operated a 
livery. He was justly proud of his matched team 
of sorrels. Fanny, a small Indian Pony, and 
Maudie, her daughter, made a very fast team 
and had the endurance only the little wild ponies 
possessed. ‘Travellers were taken in the high top 
bugey to Red Deer, Leslieville, Markerville, or 
“wherever”. On occasion he drove the R.C.M.P. 
constable to carry out his duties. Several times, 
when the assignment proved difficult, Charlie 
‘would be deputized. It was always his tear that 
he might be called on to use force — something 
quite foreign to his gentle nature. He kept this 
special team of horses until they passed on, when 
he very carefully buried his old “friends”. 

‘Times were changing! In 1914 Charlie bought 
one of the first Model T cars. Now his passengers 
Could ride in luxury. The roads meandered from 
one hilltop to the next, trying to avold the 
treacherous muskeg. If the car mired down it 
meant getting out and hoisting the back end over 
to firmer ground. Occasionally this would prove 
Impossible, so a team was hired from a near-by 
farmer to pull the car out. It was even rumored 
that some of these fellows worked very hard 
hauling water to keep the hole impassable. The 
Model T proved temperamental, too. If the gas 
tank was below half-full and a steep hill was en- 
countered it meant backing up the hill because 







































































the gas was gravity fed so didn’t reach the motor 
otherwise. 

On April 7, 1916, Charlie married a long-time 
girl friend, Gerda Anderson. Gerda was born 
near Stromstad, Sweden on July 26, 1883. She 
made the long trip to America alone, wondering 
what this new life, new language, new country 
would be like, A shy, retiring person, very fond of 
handwork, and gardening, she made a good 
home for her family. Shortly after she arrived 
they made the hazardous trip to Banff in the 
Model T. It proved to be quite a trip, but an en 
joyable one. 

‘On September 13, 1917, a son, Gilbert, was 
born and five years later, on May 1, 1922, a 
daughter, Agnes, was born. 

During the war years, farming looked much 
better, with the increase in grain and livestock 
prices. In 1918 the livery stable was sold to John 
Kemila, who converted it into a garage. During 
the following years this building changed hands 
several times — to Fred Isaacson, the Co-op 
Association, and finally to Sherba Brothers, who 
lost it by fire. 

For a time Charlie and family lived on the 
half section north of Eckville, then known as the 
Shenton place, later as Lenny Kingseps, and now 
as Bill Eluik’s. This same land boasted a flying 
field, too, Meantime, Charlie was slowly clearing 
trees from his own quarter section of school land, 
SW 28-99-3-W5, as well as farming his rented 
jan 

















CCharie Gstavson, Lisa and Berti 


He built a log house and moved to their new 
home in 1927. These were hard years with the 
depression soon upon them. Prices fell with 
wheat at 24 cents a bushel; barley brought six to 
eight cents a bushel and oats brought five cents, 
A good cow sold for $20 and a 200-pound hog for 
$1.50. After carefully dressing a large number of 
turkeys they took them to town to a buyer, who 
sorted them into two piles. For one pile he 











offered two cents a pound, and for the other pile 
the offer was three cents, Charlie looked at him 
and said ‘‘You’ll give me nothing”, and promptly 
took his turkeys back home. That winter canned 
turkey was often on the menu. 

In spite of the depression, this area didn’t suf- 
fer from the drought plaguing the prairies. Crops 
and garden stuff was plentiful. Wheat was taken 
to the local flour mill and returned as flour, 
wheatlets, bran, etc. In the fall several boxcar 
loads of vegetables were shipped out to the less 
fortunate people on the prairie: 

Soclals, card games and visiting helped to 
pass the time away, and wood-sawing bees or 
building bees — even grain-hauling bees — got 
neighbors together to help each other and at the 
same time do some visiting. It was during the 
depression years that so many new folks moved 
to this area, starved or blown out of thelr prairie 
homes. Many of these newcomers were 
recipients of food from Charlie and Gerda’s 
meager larder. 

Charlie was a Wheat Pool and Co-op 
shareholder. He spent many years on the local 
‘school board, with Its attending headaches, try- 
ing to finance it with little to go on. 

Following a lingering Illness, Gerda passed 
away In April, 1942. Agnes stayed with her dad 
until her marriage to Fred Sundberg of Seattle 
on May 27, 1945. After several lonely years 
Charlie married Albertina Bodin, from Provost, 
in 1947. She passed away in 1954. 

In 1955, being in failing health, Charlie moved 
toa small house in Gilbert's yard where he spent 
his remaining years. He owned a small Prefect, 
which allowed him to inspect crops and to go 
iting in the neighborhood. He spent many 
hours in carving sailing ships as he remembered 
them from his long-ago sailing days. They were 
exquisite works, complete with delicate riggin, 
movable steering, and other details. Many of hi 
friends are proud owners of these lovely momen- 
toes. 

A very quiet soft-spoken person, Charlie read 
widely and took an immense interest in local and 
public affairs. He passed away on December 11, 
1964, leaving ‘behind a host of friends, one of 
whom, Mr. J. M. McDonald, wrote of him, “He 
was a great man who never entertained a small 
thought.” 


GILBERT GUSTAVSON FAMILY 

Gilbert Gustavson attended school in 
Eckville. Walking, horseback, and bicycle 
provided his means of getting to school. On Oc- 
tober 26, 1938 he married Iva Lewis. Iva was 
born and raised at Laverna, Saskatchewan. She 
completed her schooling there and worked for a 
number of years in the Post Office. She arrived 
here in 1935 to join her family who had previously 
come to Alberta. 

Gilbert and Iva have two children, Gerald 
(Gerry), born June 10, 1940 and Marilyn, born 
‘March 30, 1943. As with all others growing up 
































during these years, they have known hard work 
and learned to get along with what was 
available. A herd of cattle, pigs, and a flock of 
laying hens kept everyone busy. Eggs for 
hatching were sold for a number of years. As 
times improved the cattle and chickens gave 
way to modern hog barns. 

After finishing a course at Olds Agricultural 
College Gerry and his father formed a 
partnership. Between them they farm six 
quarters of land and grain farming is the main- 
stay of the operation. 

Gilbert spent nine years on the Credit Union 
Board of Directors and also was a member of the 
Eckville Livestock Board for quite some time. 
He is a member of the Wheat Pool, the Co-op, and 
the Fish and Game Association. He is an avid 
fisherman and hunter, and loves the west moun- 
tain country 

Iva is a charter member of the Country 
Ladies Aid. She is also active in the Handicraft 
Guild, where she has held an executive and 
teaching position. She enjoys gardening, 
needlepoint, pottery and lapidary. She has been 
district convener for the Cancer Canvas for 
many years. 


GERALD GUSTAVSON 

On October 28, 1967 Gerald and Elsie Kirk 
were married. Elsie was born in Nigeria where 
her parents were missionaries. She obtained her 
schooling in Nigeria and in Canada. She Is a 
registered nurse, having graduated from 
Calgary General Hospital. They have three sons. 
Joel was born on December 1i, 1970; Wesley on 
December 23, 1972; and Andrew on March 2: 
1974, 

Gerry has been on the Co-op Board of Direc. 
tors and is presently serving as president. He is 
an active outdoors man, enjoying fishing and 
hunting. He also enjoys working in his shop, es- 
pecially with his metal lathe. 

Elsie works hard with Hospital Auxiliary, 
Country Ladies Aid, and her Church work and 
activities in the Handicraft Guild keep her quite 
busy. 











‘THE HAAPALA FAMILY — by Vivian Bunch 

‘My father, Matti Haapala, was not one of the 
early pioneers of the Eckville District. It was not 
until 1941 that he moved from Manyberries, 
Alberta, bringing with him a large family. After 
many dry years on the prairie he decided to 
follow his former Finnish neighbors to the 
Eckville area which indeed, was greener 
pastures to us. He was able to rent land from Mr. 
‘McDonald and Mr. Marshall, of Eckville, which 
was situated west of Eckville, just next to Alfred 
Molander's. 

‘Moving, itself, was a major undertaking for 
us. My mother had passed away in 1935 and the 
two older girls, Esther and Miriam, were 
married. My oldest brother, Reino, remained in 
Manyberries to farm for that summer, and 








George was working in Saskatchewan, so that 
left a family of nine to move. My brothers, Arnie 
and Albert, came by train along with the cattle 
and machinery. Dad drove the 400 miles in a 
‘Model T Ford truck with the chickens in a box in 
the back! The late Mr. Jack Macky was good 
enough to offer to come and get the rest of us. We 
made quite a car full with Dora, Pearl, Grace, 
Vivian, Dorothy, Wilfred and Vernon and a 
friend, ‘Vivian Kakkinen, as well as the driver. 
‘Neediess to say, it must have been a very trying 
‘rip for him, and to this day I feel much gratitude 
toward him and his wife, Hulda, who is now a 
resident of the Manor House in Eckville, for all 
the help they gave us, 

‘To us kids our new home was splendid. The 
outside walls of the house were brown weathered 
siding that had never seen paint, but we were 
used to that. The interior was bright and cozy. Of 
course there was no electricity, phone or plumb: 
ing. How we loved the trees, after living on the 
bald prairie! The Horseguard River ran back of 
the land, and we'd walk through the huge spruce 
trees to have picnics by the river and to skate in 
the wintertime. 





Hanpala Family Gut before George and brother 
Salminen left for verieas ) 
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Our crop was good that year and I can recall 
my dad saying that he made more from his share 
of the crop that year than he had made in the 
past 10 years on ihe prairie, He was very happy 
in this new area, going fishing in the nearby 
lakes, picking blueberries with us, and visiting 
friends. Our home was such a hospitable place, 
everyone was welcome, and we have many 
wonderful memories of our dad and the good life 
we had. 

Starting at a new school that fall was another 
hurdle for us kids. To top It off, dad had sold the 
Model T to a stranger, who offered to give us a 
ride to school in it before he took it home. We 
agreed to go if he'd let us off up town and we'd 
walk to the school. When we arrived in town he 
laughingly drove right up main street and up to 
the school, where we all jumped out with red 
faces, much to the amusement of all watching! 
Two years later the school burned and we then 
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had classes in the hall. Mr, Bill Davidson was our 
teacher then. 

‘Among other new experiences we had were 
the sight of Indians travelling and camping just 
‘one mile away from our bulldings. They would 
often come and ask for vegetables or other 
‘things, and we soon lost our fear of them. As far 
as I can remember, they never caused any trou- 
ble for us. 

My dad had married again in 1943. His bride 
was Miss Emily Hill of Eckville. He bought a 
farm at Withrow and Reino, and later Albert and 
Vernon, went to help him there. Arnie rented the 
MeKee farm at Benalto and we moved with him 
as we couldn’t get to school from Withrow due to 
poor roads. This ended the chapter of our life 
near Eckville. 

George was in the Army and didn’t get home 
until the end of 1945, He was followed by his war 
bride the following summer. The family is 
seattered around now, with only a few of us 
remaining in this area. My father passed away in 
March, 1960, and is buried in the Eckville 
cemetery. My step-mother, Emily, still lives 
with her sister, Mrs, Glen Hare, in Duncan, B.C. 
Arnie lives at Lucky Lake, Saskatchewan, 
Wilfred at Dunblane, Dorothy at Hawarden, 
Pearl near Rocanville, all in Saskatchewan, 
Grace lives at Surrey, B.C., George in Menahga, 
Minnesota, U.S.A., Vivian near Leslieville, 
Alberta, and Dora, Reino and Albert and Vernon 
living near Eckville. 


‘THE LEONARD HAGLUND FAMILY — by 
Sadie Haglund 

‘Our family arrived in Eckville during the 
spring of 1971 to operate the Alberta Wheat Pool 
elevator. We came from a small town named 
Hythe, located in the Peace River country about 
400 miles from Eckville, 

Len was born in Broadview, Saskatchewan, 
the son of John and Helen Haglund. In his early 
childhood he moved with his family to a farm in 
the Beaverlodge area of Alberta, Here he 
received his education. After working at odd jobs 
for a period of time Len went to Grande Prairie 
and enlisted in the Regina Rifle Regiment in 
1943. He took his basic training in Camrose and 
Calgary, then was sent overseas that same year. 
He saw action in Holland, France and Germany, 
before being discharged in June, 1946, 

After his discharge from the Army, Len 
started working for the Alberta Wheat Pool. Dur- 
ing his time of employment with the Pool he has 
been located at Sexsmith, Wembley and Hythe 
before to Eckville in 1971. Leonard was one of the 
16 Wheat Pool managers in Alberta who handled 
a million bushels of grain during the 1976-1977 
crop year. It is the first time Len had hit the 
million bushel mark, and this achievement sets a 
record for any wheat pool elevator in Eckville, 
Entry into the million-bushel club coincides with 
a quarter century of Wheat Pool employment for 
Len. In January of 1977 Len was presented with a 











gold watch in recognition of his 25 years of ser- 
vice with the Alberta Wheat Pool and will be 
further honored by the Wheat Pool later in 1977, 

In the communities where we have lived Len 
has worked with a number of youth groups, in- 
cluding the Gilby 4-H Club. He is a member of the 
United Church, Masonic Lodge, Order of the 
Eastern Star, the Royal Canadian Legion and the 
Fish and Game Association, He enjoys golfing, 
curling, fishing and hunting, 

I, Sadie Haglund, was born in Hythe, the 
daughter of Walter and Thora Tanchuk. T was 
raised in this area, and received my education in 
the local schools and in the McTavish Business 
College in Edmonton. For several years I 
worked as a school supervisor, in the Grande 
Prairie School Division Office, the Hythe Post 
Office, Sambrooke Insurance Agency in Eckville 
and at the Eckville Junior-Senior High School as 
a teachers’ aid. I have helped with the United 
Church Sunday School, with girls’ groups, Order 
of the Eastern Star, ‘the Ladies Auxiliary at 
Hythe and the Handl-craft Guild. 

On July 20, 1951 I was united in marriage to 
Leonard A. Haglund. After our marriage we 
lived for a time on the family farm south of 
Beaverlodge, before moving to Hythe. 

Maureen, our only child, was born at Hythe on 
August 26,'1955. Here she was raised and 
received her education, except for one year of 
high school at Beaverlodge and two years at the 
Eckville High School, from which she graduated 
in 1973. While in high School she enjoyed and par- 
ticipated In school sports, and was a member of 
the Eckville Yearbook Staff. Since furnishing 
high schoo! Maureen has been employed in Red 

Deer. 











HALL, THELMA 

I, Thelma Hall (Barlund) was born at Lover. 
na, Saskatchewan In 1918. I lived there for 13 
years and went to school at Antelope. In 1931 my 
parents two sisters and I moved to the Eckville 
district. I attended school there till we moved to 
Evarts In 1933 where I finished my Grade 9. I 
went to work for the Stewarts in the store and 
ost office and was there till 1940. 

In 1941 I came to work at the old hospital in 
Eckville for Dr. Coppock. Miss Coates and Miss 
Snow were the nurses here. It was Interesting 
work but sometimes really hectic when there 
would be more patients than beds and we 
wouldn't know where to put them. Then there 
was the time the bathroom upstairs flooded and 
water ran all over the floor. Miss Coates and I 
mopped for an hour getting it dried up. 

One Christmas we were Invited to the doctor's 
house for supper. The doctor always liked his 
Christmas cheer and he had plenty that day but 
Was supposed to carve the turkey. However, the 
knife somehow slipped and so did the turkey, 
right on the floor but the doctor just scooped It up 
and went on carving. 

‘We had lots of good times there and sad times 











too, when someone would pass away. We got to 
know everyone so well, it was just like family. 

I married Ernie Barlund in 1944 and we have 
lived around the area except for three years In 
Red Deer. We came to our present home in 1951 
and have lived here ever since. 

‘We have four boys and one girl. They went to 
school at Leslieville and David Thompson High 
through Grade 12. Bruce went to Red Deer 
College one year, then joined city police in 
Calgary. He was there for nine years. He has 
resigned now and has gone farming at Spirit 
River. He Is married to Carol Middlestead of 
Grande Prairie and they have two girls. 

Robert went to U of A and took Agriculture, 
He has been working for five years for Energy 
and Natural Resources in the Peace River coun- 
try. He married Arlene Elhorn of Wanham and 
they have one son and one daughter. 

‘Douglas went to U of A and took Agriculture. 
He was with Farm Credit Corporation for four 
years at Fairview, Grande Prairie and St. Paul, 
Now he is in Regina, Saskatchewan with the 
Bank of Commerce, a farm loan officer. He 
married Dana Fleming of Holden and they have 
one son, 

Dale went to Olds College for two years and 
now is land assessor with Municipal Affairs at 
Hanna. 

Sharon went to U of A and took Agriculture. 
She is now credit advisor with Farm Credit Cor: 
poration in Lethbridge. 


HALLGREN, AL AND JOYCE 
Al and Joyce Hallgren and family moved to 
Eckville in February, 1963, Al was then self- 
employed as a tank trucker, hauling crude oll 
and water for drilling and servicing oil and gas 
wells: in the Eckville area. Eckville was a 
beehive of activity in the oilfield at that time, 
having roughly 35 big rigs drilling at one time. 
Aland Joyce had previously lived in Red Deer 
and Sylvan Lake where Al owned and operated a 
gravel truck. Before this, Al was employed in a 
joodlebugging"’ or, in plainer words, 
seismograph exploration, from 1951 to 1955. In 
1961, he rigged up his first tank truck and went to 
work at Whitecourt, Alberta. He soon returned to 
work out of Sylvan Lake, where they lived at the 
time. They lived in various areas while hauling 
water for a big rig before moving to Eckville, 
‘When they first moved to Eckville, they lived 
in a mobile home In Covlin’s trailer court for 
three years. They then bought the Gust Nygaard 
house in Eckville where they lived until July of 
1973. They moved to the new house they built on 
the ski-doo hill, one and a half miles northwest of 
town. This hill, so we have been told, was called 
the Last Hill by the Indians who roamed this 
country many years ago. Some Indian artifacts 
have been found on this hill as proof the Indians 
used to camp here. The “hill” is located on NW 
21-39-3.W5, which Hallgrens purchased from 
Rudolph Saari in April, 1973. 





Joyce helps run the business by answering the 
phone and dispatching trucks. Al and Joyce have 
been in the tank truck business continually since 
arriving in Eckville 15 years ago. They still 
operate their tank truck business which has 
grown over the years and done very well. Al and 
hls sons own and operate an oll reclamation cen- 
tre Just out of Eckville, The “oll rec. centre” 
handles oil spill clean-ups and re-claims crude 
oil. This helps prevent pollution from these 
materials laying around. Son Darrell, is running 
this operation, besides driving trucks for his dad. 

Al's grandfather, John Peter Hallgren, com: 
ing from near Stockholm, Sweden, was one of the 
first white settlers in the Red Deer area. He 
homesteaded just three miles east of Red Deer at 
that time. The old Hallgren homestead is now oc- 
cupied by a Chinese market gardener, 

Al's father, Andrew Edgar Hallgren, was 
born on the ‘old homestead. He moved to 
Delburne and later to a farm two and one-half 
milles south of Sylvan Lake in 1931. 

Al's mother, Mary Louise Augustine Leroy, 
was born in Nice, Normandy (France). she 
came to Canada in 1914 and married Ed Hallgren 
in March 1916. 

Alwas born at Delburne, Alberta and took his 
schooling at Marianne, Sylvan Lake and Red 
Deer. He had five brothers and four sisters. 
From 1942 to 1945, Al helped his dad run a riding 
academy in Red Deer and Sylvan Lake. 

Joyce Hallgren, nee Joyce Doreen Harden, 
was born and raised about 25 miles west of 
Wetaskiwin, She attended school at Bonnie Glen 
and Canyon Creek. 

Joyce's father, LeRoy Harden, now farms in 
the Bonnle Glen district. He spent much time In 
the Eckville area in his younger years. He was 
well-known for his skill at cutting the necks off 
beer bottles with a whip or driving line. 

‘Al and Joyce had six children. Dale Alex- 
ander and Donna Joy, twins, were born at 
Wetaskiwin In 1954. Donna is now Mrs. Harry 
Thomas of Eckville. Dale passed away in a car 
accident in August 1973. Dale and Donna 
attended school at Sylvan Lake, Airdrie and 
Eckville. 

Deborah Dorothy Louise, born in Red Deer in 
1956, took her schooling at Eckville. She is now 
Mrs. Jack French of Eckville. 

Darrell Lee, born in Red Deer in 1958, went to 
school in Eckville. He is at present living at 
home and helping with the business. 

Kelvin Alexis, born in Red Deer in 1960, is liv- 
ing at home and working out. 

‘Allen Edgar, born in Eckville in 1964, is living 
at home and attending school in Eckville. 





HEBNER, EDITH 

I, Edith Hebner, was born September 1, 1898 
at Birkenhead, Cheshire, England. I came to 
Canada May i, to Toronto, Ontario. William 
Hebner and I were married in October, 1921 and 
left for the West on December 10, 1921. 
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We arrived at the homestead in Turtle Valley, 
B.C., and there had several surprises. My first 
surprise was to know I had only one white 
neighbor, who lived five miles away. The rest of 
the folks were Indians. There was no water sup- 
ply on the homestead, so we had to carry it about 
one half mile. I learned lots of things from the In- 
dians, They became real good friends, and, 
although I am now 79 years old, I keep In touch 
with some of them. They kept me in deer meat 
and salmon for years after my husband died. 

T had never seen a wood stove before, and 
believe me, Ihad quite a time before I got used to 
it. Lalso had quite a problem with coal oil lamps. 
Our log cabin was really very small, but we 
managed to raise our three children there. 

Our children were Harry, born October 9, 
1922; Pauline, born December 21, 1926, and 
Kathleen, born October 31, 1929. In 1929 my hus- 
band took over the Rawleigh business and stayed 
with it for ten years. 

Later we bought another homestead in the 
same valley. It was a beautiful place to live. My 
husband died in 1951 and I stayed there until 1957, 
when I moved to Eckville in June of that year. i 
bought a very small house, which I was told was 
the first bank building that Eckville ever had, 
and it later became a poo! hall. Finally I made it 
livable and spent quite a few happy years there. 
In 1976 I moved Into the Eckville Manor, where 1 
feel quite content and happy to be. 


S. F, HERBERT FAMILY — by Mr. Herbert 

Twas born on November 30, 1904, on a ranch 
just south and east of where the hamlet of 
Lousana, Alberta now stands. In the spring of 
1905, my’ parents moved to their homestead five 
miles south and west of Lousana. My childhood 
was much the same as that of any children of the 
early settlers — trapping rats in the fall, 
shooting gophers in the spring, rounding up cat- 
tle and generally helping with the farm work. I 
received my education at Collins School, about 
two miles from where we lived. I have one sister 
and two brothers. 

At the age of 15 years I went to work in the 
Lousana Branch of the Imperial Bank of Canada, 
Tworked in quite a number of different branches, 
such as Rocky Mountain House, Wetaskiwin, 
Rosthern, Sakatehewan, Regina and Broadview 
In 1925, I left the bank and went to work for the 
Northern Electric Company in Winnipeg. It was 
about this time that many of the large city ex. 
changes were being changed to automatic. This 
job consisted of installing automatic equipment. 
‘After about a year I moved back to my father’s 
farm at Lousana. 

In the spring of 1929, I started farming on my 
own, What with 20¢ wheat and eight and 10¢ a 
pound butterfat, it was a pretty rough deal. In 
the spring of 1934, I moved the family to 
Eckville, and travelled for the W. 'T. Rawleigh 
Company for the next seven years. 

With no gravel roads and very little snow. 








plowing in the winter and not much money in the 
country, this business just made me a living. My 
district ‘was from Markerville in the south to 
Bluffton in the north, and from Leslieville to six 
miles west of Bentley. I traded quite a few 
Rawleigh products for horsehair and beet hides, 
and also quite a number of beer bottles. Most of 
the articles I took in trade were sold to Louis 
Robinson of Leedale. 

In the fall of 1941, I joined the army and went 
overseas in August, 1942. We landed in England 
the day of the Dieppe Rald. Iwas stationed at the 
Headquarters of the Ordinance Corp, where I 
worked in an office. Outside of a few air raids, a 
plane crash very close to the camp and a few 
buzz bombs, my stay in England was uneventful. 
I returned to Canada in October 1945, and was 
discharged from the army in May, 1946. 

I worked for several farmers in the Elnora 
District and in the fall of 1948 took over the post 
office in Lousana. I had a small oil and in- 
surance business along with the post office. In 
the fall of 1954 the post office in Alix was open for 
competition. I applied, wrote a civil service ex- 
amination, and was successful in winning the 
competition. I took over the post office in Alix 
and was postmaster there for almost 15 
years. Having reached the age of 65 in 1969, the 
government turned me out to pasture. Imust say 
with a civil service pension and the other pen- 
sions they have these days the grass in the 
pasture remained quite green. 

T have a good house in Alix and am quite ac- 
tive in community affairs. I also do quite a bit of 
travelling. I have been from Mexico to Alaska, 
both the east and the west coasts of Canada and 
have made two trips to England and Holland. I 
still enjoy good health. 

My family consisted of three boys and three 
girls. 

Edwin is head of the parts department for 
Costello Equipment in Caigary. He does quite a 
bit of travelling between Calgary, Edmonton and 
Grande Prairie. His wife Joyce works for 
Woodwards in Calgary. They have a son. 

Donald is maintenance man for Molson’s 
Brewery in Edmonton. He spends his summer 
holidays building a retirement home on the 
Shuswap Lakes in British Columbia, His wife, 
Barbara, is a housekeeper for an auxiliary 
hospital in Edmonton. They have two girls, 

Allan works for Continental Packers in Red 
Deer. His wife, Mary, works at the Michener 
Centre in Red Deer. They have three boys. 

Evelyn, Mrs. R. W. Green, and her husband 
run the Eastgate Shell service in Calgary. 
Evelyn is also a housewife. They have a boy and 
a girl. 

Florence is now Mrs. H. J. Dean. Her husband 
is retired from the American Air Force, and 
works for Continental Oll. Flo runs her own beau- 
ty parlor. They have four girls. They live in 
Moore, Oklahoma, U.S.A. 

Doris, now Mrs. Adolph Hovey, lives on a 
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farm in the Lousana district. She works part. 
time in the Elnora Hospital. They have two 
daughters and a son. 


JACK HIITALA — by Martha Leeti 
Jack Hiitala was born in Raahe, Finland on 
December 6, 1879. He came to the United States 
in 1902 and worked in various areas before going 
to Butte, Montana where he worked in the copper 
mines. While In Butte he married Elizabeth 
Kyllonen, who also was born in Finland. 

In 1906 Mr. Hiitala came to Alberta to look 
for land, and was able to buy the S.W. 32-39.3-W5, 
‘This land was located four miles north-west of 
Eckville. He brought his wife and first child to 
the farm in late 1907. He was naturalized in 
Alberta on September 2, 1910. They had three 
girls and one boy. Martha was born in Butte, 
Montana on July 10, 1907; Hilja was born at 
Eckville in June, 1908; Fanny was born in 1910; 
Vaino was born in 1912, In 1913 Mrs. Hiitala 
returned to Butte, Montana for medical treat: 
ment, but she died there in November, 1913. She 
is buried In Butte, 

Jack later married Hilda Torsti and had four 
more children. Elsie was born in 1916, Ivy in 
1917, Otto in 1920, and Violet in 1926. 

‘They lived on'the farm until 1950 when they 
bought a home in Sylvan Lake and moved there 
for thelr retirement. Jack died in December, 
1952 and {s buried in the Eckville cemetery. 
Hilda is living in the West View Lodge, in Rocky 
Mountain House. 

‘Martha married Elmer Leet! of Sylvan Lake. 
‘Their four children were Aileen, born in 1928; 
Helen, born in 1935; Irven, born in 1938; and Gor: 
don, born in 1942. 

Aileen married Don Lyons of Red Deer and 
they had six children. The oldest boy, George, Is 
married and has two children. He and his family 
live In Surrey, B.C, 

Helen Leeti ‘married Jack Anderson of 
Bentley and they have three girls and one boy. 
‘They live on a farm west of Bentley. 

Irven is not married and lives on the home 
farm, 

Gordon married Johanna Lauter of 
Kindersley, Saskatchewan. They have two 
children — a girl and a boy. They live in 
Sherwood Park, Alta, 

Hilja married Toivo in Port Moody, B.C., and 
they still live in B. 

‘Fanny died in 1924 and is buried in Kuusamo 
cemetery 

‘Vaino styed on the home farm and worked un- 
til the second World War. Then he went into the 
army and was overseas about two years, He 
married Astred Rowan and they lived at Onoway 
until his death in January, 1969. He is buried 
there. 

Elsie married Bill Johnson of Eckville and 
they had six sons and two daughters. Ronald is 
married and lives at Stony Plain. He has three 
sons. Jack is married and has two girls. He lives 


























Jack Hila Family, Martha, Fanny, Hija, Ivy, Else, Wain, 
Father Jack, Mother Hilda (holding Oto.) 





in Rocky Mountain House. Marvin is married, 
has three children, and lives at Beaumont, 
Alberta, Elaine married George Piller and has 
one girl. They live at Sylvan Lake. Dennis is 
married and has a boy and a girl. They live at 
Leslieville. Larry is married and lives at 
Rimbey. He has one boy. Leslie is married and 
lives at Rocky Mountain House. Deloyce is 
married and lives at Sylvan Lake. 

Bill and Elsie lived on a farm five miles west 
and one mile north of Eckville until they sold 
their farm and moved to Sylvan Lake in 1968. 
Elsie died in September of 1968 and is buried in 
the Kuusamo cemetery. 

Ivy married Bill Wright. They have a girl and 
boy. 

Donna is married and has three girls and a 
boy. They live on a farm east of Rocky Mountain 
House. 

Otto Hiltala married Lillie Rogers of 
Eckville. They have five boys. They live on a 
farm at High Level, Alberta. ‘The son Brian Is 
married and lives at Rocky Mountain House. The 
other boys were Arnie, Craig, Dean, and Eric. 

Violet married Eli Saarela of Lesiievilie and 
they have three girls and one boy. Elleen 
married Terry Fedderson. They have two girls, 
and live on a farm west of Gilby. Beverly 
married Brian Adams and they have three girls 
and one boy. They live at Midnapore, Alberta. 
Judy married Harley Peterson. They have one 
girl and live at Condor. Wesley is married and 
has three girls and lives on the farm. Wesley and 
his dad farm together north of Leslieville. 





‘THE JACOB (JACK) HILL FAMILY — by Mrs. 
Lymie Shultz 

Born in Kauhajoki, Finland, Mr. Jacob Hill 
immigrated to the U.S.A. at the age of 19, where 
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other older members of his family had moved 
earlier. Working in the mines and on farms in 
Michigan and the Dakotas for one dollar a day 
for long hours was not to his liking, so he moved 
to the coal-mining towns in the Crow’s Nest Pass, 
Here he met Ida Maki, who had left her 
birthplace, Kuortans, Finland, a few years 
earlier, coming to Nanaimo, B.C. and later mov- 
Ing to the Crow’s Nest area. 

"The couple were married on April 7, 1907 and 
settled on a homestead in the Eckville district, 
on which Mr, Hill had filed two or three years 
earlier. During the next few winters they moved 
back to the Crow's Nest area where Mr. Hill 
again worked in the mines, until a mine explo- 
sion occurred in Belleview, which killed a great 
number of men, many of them close friends. Mr. 
Hill, who was working on a different shift, was 
saved, but this tragedy cast such a pall on the 
community that many people left and never 
returned, among them the Hills. 

Tt was about this time, the winter of 1909 and 
1910, that the Jack Wuory family, who had 
moved up from Wyoming, occupied the Hill 
home during the absence of the Hill family and 
for several months after their return, while their 
own home, about four miles north, was being 
completed. The two families became great 
friends and remained very close until the last 
member, Mrs. Wuory, died, Mr. Wuory and 
daughters, Sylvia (Isaacson) and Mae, having 
predeceased her. 

In common with most pioneers, the Hill fami- 
ly had their share of misfortunes, hardships and 
tragedies. The nearest shipping point was 
Lacombe or Red Deer, and roads being mere 
trails, it would often take two days for the round 
trip. Mrs: Hill relates that when she would try to 
listen for the rumble of the home-coming wagon 
in the late evening, the croaking of the myriads 
of frogs would drown out all other sounds. 

‘Mrs. Hill also recalls how terrified she was of 
the countless, but harmless, garter snakes, and 
was always thankful to have some of the 
neighboring lads come over to dispose of some of 
them, Brush fires were a menace in dry weather, 
as were sudden winter blizzards, especially 
when the children were in school. 

‘To augment the family income, Mr. Hill 
would work on the road gangs and on the railway 
right-of-way. They also sold eggs and butter to 
the store, and milk to the cheese factory, built on 
the old Eckville site, and later sold cream to the 
creamery. At times, Mrs. Hill boarded men who 
were working on the railway. 

4 team of stubborn, breachy mules was 
replaced by a team of horses, one of which, the 
mare, died while having a foal. This misfortune 
was a severe set-back, especially as they still 
owed for the team, and a good, well-broken horse 
was possibly one of the most expensive farm 
items. Somehow, more horses were eventually 
bought and raised, and by dint of back-breaking 
labor, the farm began to provide a fair living for 











these hardy pioneers. Improvements were 
gradually made to buildings, and more farm 
machinery was procured, as well as a few labor- 
saving appliances for the home. One of these was 
a brand new “Magnet” cream separator, which 
eliminated the work of cooling the milk in the 
well and then skimming it by hand. Later, 
icehouses or pits became a familiar feature in 
most farm yards. 

Life was not all work, however, as there were 
many diversions, and visiting was a pleasant 
pastime, especially on Saturday, or “sauna” 
night, when neighbors without this traditional 
Finnish Yacility, would come to enjoy a bath, 
followed by a coffee party. There were a few 
community halls where plays, followed by a 
dance, were presented. The whole family would 
attend, and the small children would be placed 
under tables where they slept, undisturbed by 
the noise. 

‘The major event, especially for the children, 
was the yearly picnic at Palm Beach and the 
Benalto Fair and Stampede. Sometimes, as a 
special treat, the family attended the Red Deer 
Fair and the sights and sounds there were 
awesome, indeed. The Hill children, however, 
were permitted to ride only in the tubs or small 
boats on the merry-go-round, the horses being 
considered too dangerous. 

‘The children born to Mrs. Hill, as to most of 
the pioneer women, were born at home, with 
usually only a mid-wife, or perhaps just a 
neighbor lady in attendance. One of these 
wonderful women to whom our own family was 
much indebted was Mrs. (Granny) Ignatius, who 
‘would leave her own family for days, not only to 
assist with the birth, but to take over the care of 
the children and the housework. On one of the 
rare occasions when a doctor was urgently 
needed by a neighbor lady In labor, Mr. Hill rode 
to Lacombe to summon a doctor. Fortunately, 
the mother's life was saved, although the baby 
died. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Hill were active in the ear- 
ly community enterprises. Mr. Hill was on the 
Eckville Co-op board of directors for a number of 
years and worked for and supported the Mutual 
‘Telephone Company. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hill sold their farm to their 
daughter and son-in-law, Aubrey and Lymle 
Shultz in 1950 and retired to the town of Eckville, 
where Mr. Hill died in August of 1964, the morn: 
ing after the wedding of his granddaughter, 
Lynne Shultz to Ray Carson. Mrs. Hill moved to 
the Sylvan Lake Lodge in 1967, where she still 
resides in 1977 in fairly good health at the age of 
94 years. 

Of thelr four children, the eldest, Helvi, died 
in infancy in 1908, and the youngest Hazel, died in 
the Red Deer hospital in July, 1932, at the age of 
seven years, following a tonsillectomy. The 
death of this child of their middle years was the 
greatest tragedy in the lives of the parents, 
creating an aching void for many, many years. 








Lymie and Aubrey Shultz sold the family farm in 
1974, to retire to Red Deer. 

Lempie married Frank Quist in 1936, and, 
with their daughter, Diane, moved to the west 
coast in 1940. They have lived in Vancouver for 
about 36 years, making yearly visits to Alberta to 
see her relatives here. 

I must not end this chronicle without men- 
tioning Uncle John Maki, Mrs. Hill's brother, 
who made his home with the Hills whenever he 
was not away working elsewhere. He was a com- 
panion for the Hill children, making them many 
toys and games for their enjoyment, and his help 
was especially appreciated during the many 
months when Mr. Hill was hospitalized and tak- 
ing treatments for a growth on his jaw and 
throat. This was at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota, about 1923 or 1924. 

Uncle John took an active part in many of the 
Finnish organizations and sports and was an ex- 
cellent cross-country skier. He loved to hunt, and 
supplied meat in the form of wild fowl and rab- 
bits, as well as venison, for the family table. He 
later bought an acreage on the west shore of 
Sylvan Lake, now occupied by Miss Jean Yuill. 
He finally moved to Karelia, U.S.S.R. in the eat 
ly 1930's, where he died a few years later. 








MILL, LYMIE SHULTZ AND HILL, LEMPI 
Quist 

Lymie and Lempi are the surviving daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob (Jack) Hill, the eldest, 
Helvi, having died in infancy before I (Lymie} 
was born, and the youngest one died in 1932. 

We had a normal, happy childhood, and the 
family fortunes did not affect us greatly, as we 
were always well fed and clothed, and 
cleanliness was a passion with our mother. It is 
true, we did not have many “‘boughten” toys, but 
we did have a family of homemade dolls, some 
with china heads; and by way of paper dolls, we 
cut out figures from the colored pages in’ the 
catalogues and dressed them in clothing from 
the same source. Lempi did long for a beautiful 
doll, and in fact there was a lovely doll with real 
hair and eyes that opened and closed, in our 
home, but it had been a gift to our eldest 
deceased sister, and we were not allowed to play 
with it until we were older. Our Uncle John, who 
made his home with us from time to time, made 
us such toys as a sled, a checker game and card 
games, and bought us some toys when he could 
afford it, 

We had few playmates in our earliest years, 
but we did not really miss them. However, we 
were intimate with the Jack Wuori family who 
lived about four miles north of us, and Lempi 
and I would stay at their home for a few days, 
and the girls would visit us in turn. We always 
accompanied our parents to various community 
gatherings and to visit friends of theirs, and we 
were always happy when we found children of 
our own age at these homes. Of course the annual 











mid-summer plenies, especially the ones held at 
Palm Beach, were a special treat, when we were 
allowed to enter the water with a number of 
other children, or to go for a ride in Mr. Netsel’s 
motor boat. On one of these occasions, the engine 
stalled and we were very late getting back. 
Another time my brand-new hat blew into the 
water, and, sad to say, was never the same 
afterwards. The annual Benalto Fair and 
Stampede was almost never missed, and one or 
two trips to Red Deer to attend the fair there 
were never-to-be forgotten experiences, es- 
pecially our first ride on the merry-go-round and 
our first taste of a banana ice cream sundae. 

Istarted school at the old Eckville School and 
then attended Saima School for a while. While 
the Harper family lived one-half mile east of us, I 
usually rode "‘double” with Della Harper, but 
after Lempi started, we usually walked the two 
and one half miles, in summer, at least. On one 
‘occasion, we were looking down into an old well 
on the Harper place and dropped our lunch 
bucket into the well; hearing our cries, Ray 
Harper got a ladder and climbed down, but was 
not able to retieve the lid, which we considered a 
major catastrophe. We went home and out ot the 
field where our mother was digging potatoes, 
sobbing wildly all the time. She was so relieved 
to discover the reason for our grief that she did 
not even scold us, although we had been warned 
not to go near that well 

When we were a little older, we attended the 
new school in Eckville, about four miles distant. 
By this time, the John Lundberg family had 
moved to the old John Heikkinen place and a 
deal was made whereby we drove to school with 
the Lundberg children, using our horse and 
buggy or cutter, and thefrs by turn, with the boys 
driving and caring for the horse. This arrange- 
ment worked very well, and we children es- 
tablished a warm and lasting relationship. I can 
hardly remember having any teacher but Mr. 
Henry Ludwig, as Thad him for seven years. He 
was a strict disclplinarian, and how we wished 
he would have a sick day occasionally! But he 
never did. However, he was a good teacher and I 
am sure his pupils will never forget the terms of 
the “Magna Carta’ or the “Quebec Act” or the 
rules of grammar which he so assiduously in- 
stilled into our young minds. Friday afternoons 
were always a treat when the primary teacher, 
‘Miss Thompson, would come and teach us art. 

‘At home, we were expected to do some 
household, ‘chores, especially during the 
holidays. Lempi was diligent and industrious, 
while I was always rather indolent. Iwas an avi 
reader and would follow her through the house, 
reading out loud while she did the work. 
However, I was usually expected to ride up into 
the bush to bring in the cows, and I learned to 
milk at an early age. 

Lempi had the usual childhood diseases, 
most of which I escaped. While our father was 
taking treatments at the Mayo Clinic in 
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Rochester, Minnesota, I did become quite ill and 
had to stay away from school for several weeks. 
This ilness was never diagnosed, as I did not see 
a doctor, but a daily dose of “Rawleigh’s 
Liniment”, which I heartily detested and 
avoided taking whenever possible, was my only 
medication, and eventually the Illness left as 
suddenly as it had come. 

When we became teen-agers we attended 
various functions at the community halls, at first 
accompanied by our indulgent father, and later 
‘we joined other young people of our own age. By 
this time, our youngest sister, Hazel, had been 
born, whom we all adored during her short life- 
time’ She passed away following a tonsillectomy 
at the Red Deer Hospital in 1932 at the age ot 
seven years, which cast a deep shadow on our 
lives, and i doubt if our parents ever fully 
recovered trom the tragedy. 

Ttook my Grade 12 in Calgary, and Lempi and 
Tboth attended Camrose Normal School. I taught 
in various schools, but she was unable to get a 
school, this being in the depth of the depression 
era. 

‘Aubrey Shultz and I were married in Calgary 
on July 5, 1934, and farmed in the Byemore area 
until 1950, when we took over the old family farm 
at Eckville, selling out in 1974 and moving to Red 
Deer. We have two children, Jim is a helicopter 
pilot with the C.A.F. He is'married, has three 
sons, and lives in Fort Saskatchewan since 1971. 
Lynne (Mrs. Ray Carson}, lives with her hus- 
band and three children in Red Deer. 

Reminiscing on her school days, Lempt 
recalls in particular, her_most memorable 
Christmas concert held at Saima school under 
the tutorship of the teacher, Miss Grimson, 
whose home was in the Burnt Lake district. She 
had just started school in the fall, and as the 
youngest pupil, she was selected to deliver the 
‘opening recitation, which performance was, she 
thinks, the proudest moment in her life. “Her 
favorite teacher, unfortunately died the follow- 
ing spring, a victim of the flu epidemic which 
swept over the world following the First World 
War. 

Mr. Ludwig was Lempl’s teacher at the old 
Eckville School, then after a few years in Miss 
Ida Thompson’s room in town, she again had the 
former as her teacher until’ she graduated in 
1929, at which time Mr. Ludwig also left 
Eckville. Hence, at his farewell party she made 
him a presentation, having been his pupil in the 
primary grades and again upon her graduation. 

‘This was also the year of the market crash 
and the beginning of the depression, when jobs 
became very scarce, and teaching positions, for 
which Lempi was trained, were well-nigh unob- 
tainable, especially for those without previous 
experience. However, there was plenty of work 
on the farm, and belng a good seamstress, she 
made all her own clothes, and did a great deal of 
sewing for other people. She took an active part 
in young people’s activities, such as dances, 











plays and singing groups. Thus, for her, the early 
years of the depression were busy ones. 

In early 1936 she and Frank Quist were 
married, eventually moving to the west coast. 
They settled in Vancouver, where they built their 
home, in which they have lived for close to 40 
years, They have one daughter, Mrs. Diane 
White, and one grandson, both living in Van- 
couver. 

Each year brings Lempi and Frank, and un- 
til recently, their grandson, back “home” to visit 
relatives and friends in Alberta, and particularly 
the Eckville and Sylvan Lake areas. 

‘To bring this history up to date, our mother 
moved to the West Park Nursing Home in Red. 
Deer from the Sylvan Lake Lodge, where she 
had lived for over 10 years, on December 5, 1977. 
‘This was her own decision, as she felt the burden 
of her old age and increasing feebleness 
necessitated the move. Always having been very 
adaptable, It is to be hoped that she will adjust to 
this change in her circumstances. 





JOHN FRANKLIN HOPKINS — by Mora 
MeDonell 

‘John Hopkins was born in Kentucky, U.S.A. in 
1866, Sadie MeGhee was born in Oklahoma, 
U.S.A. In 1869, They were married in 1899 in 
Oklahoma. Both were school teachers at the time 
of their marriage, but they later took up farm- 
ing. 

‘John and Sadie Hopkins immigrated to 
Canada in the fall of 1912 to Bassano, Alberta, 
During the winter John filed on a homestead in 
the Hutton district and in the spring of 1913 the 
family moved to their homestead. John 
borrowed a team and wagon and drove 40 miles 
to Bassano to get lumber. Before a small house 
was built the family lived under a big tarp and 
cooked on an open fire. What a glorious day it 
was when the cook stove arrived from Eatons 
and the family moved into the new house! 

‘The Hopkins family lived on the homestead 





until 1921 and then moved to Gem Colony, near 
Bassano, Here John rented an irrigated farm 


from the C.P.R.. In November of 1925 they 


Doug and Mora MeDonel, Mr and Mes. Hopkins, Bill and Mari 
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moved to the Gilby district and rented land there 
which they farmed for six years. Then in 1931 the 
family moved to the Eckville area, John having 
bought the former Henry Smith farm. Mr. 
Hopkins had a team of mules with which he 
farmed, along with horses. His were the only 
mules in the area at that time. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins had one daughter, 
Mora born in Oklahoma in 1904. After moving to 
Alberta Mora was married to Douglas McDonell. 
Mrs. Hopkins died at the age of 70 years in July, 
1939. Mr. Hopkins lived on the farm alone for 
quite a few years then moved Into the Twilight 
Lodge in Red Deer in 1956. He passed away in 
1957 at the age of 91 years. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Hopkins were laid to rest in the Eckville 
cemetery. 


‘THE HUBL HISTORY 
Louis Hubl was born in Prague, 
Czechosiovakla in 1888. He lived a short time 
there before immigrating to Canada in the early 
1900s. Since he came across on a boat and landed 
in Newfoundland the only direction he could take 
Was to head west. He then started to work his 
way west, stopping for a time in Manitoba to 
Work on the railroad. As it was, though, he 
wanted to see greener pastures, so he headed 
south and west ending up in North Dakota, and 
later in Montana, While there he was hired on as 
a cowboy, was given a horse and a revolver and 
told to ride the range, checking stock and fixing 
fences. One day while out riding he saw a litle 
animai, and, not being able to catch it, he shot it 
instead, soon finding out it was scented. He then 
realized that the cowboy life wasn't for him. 

He then moved to Frank, Alberta and tried his 
hand at mining. One night, in 1903, he borrowed a 
horse to go girling in a nearby town. This was 
also the night of the Turtle Mountain slide. But 
the slide did not discourage him; he continued to 
‘work in the mines in that area, 

‘in 1906 two gitls arrived from Czechoslovakia 
on the boat "“August Victoria". They caught a 
train from Ontario to points west. One of its 
many stops was at Frank, and Louis was there, 
holding his horse because it was scared of the 
noise the train was making. The ladies stepped 
down from the train and that is how Louls met 
his future wife, Julie Antonia Kee, 

Louis and Julie were married in Frank on 
August 13, 1906. Louis Mark (Sr.), Joe Edl and 
Charlie Mott! played for thelr wedding dance. 
After they were married the happy couple con 
tinued to live in Frank, and their first son, 
Edward, was born there. 

Tn 1968 the stories started in the mines, and 
since they had heard shortly before that the 
government was giving away free homestead 
land by Bowell, (near Medicine Hat), they 
decided to move there. Once they had been there 
for awhile they found out that farming wasn't 
easy as, drought, prairie fires, rattlesnakes and 
tear of indians were alway’ present, During one 


of the winters at Bowell a bad blizzard hit and 
antelope were found frozen standing up in 
allway sheds. People came from miles around 
to get meat from the dead animals to can for use 
later, 

As money was dwindling, Louis decided to get 
some extra jobs. Being a’ harness maker by 
trade, he was able to get a job with the 
Wheatland Co. making harnesses for mules and 
horses. He was supplied with a Franklin car and 
later a McLaughlin Bulek to drive to camps in 
Cypress Hills, Estevan, Saskatchewan and back 
fo Medicine Hat fixing and making harness. 
Since harness making was slow in the winter he 
also got a job at a glass factory in Redcliff just 
for the winiter months. 

After 17 years of facing hardships on the 
prairie they decided to leave, so by train they 
brought their family (now seven children) to the 
Eckville district. In 1924 they purchased a half 
section from Phil Laybourne, this being the Ni 
1.38-4-W5. They then had’ thelr machinery 
shipped to Hespero by train. The machinery that 
they had, though, was not very adaptable fo this 
part of the province as the Avery three-wheeled 
tractor was built with two wheels in the front and 
one large wheel in the back and was always get- 
ting stuck. Also they had brought along a 12 bot- 
tom plough that worked fine on the prairie but 
proved to be useless in this type of soil. The trac- 
tor was replaced by a Rumely ofl-pull which was 
later replaced by a 20-35 Allis Chalmers. The new 
tractor was then used for all the farm work plus 
doing custom threshing for the neighbors. 

A harness shop was started on the farm, then 
moved to Eckville into Isaacson’s garage. The 
garage burnt down in 1928, so Louis had a new 
shop built by Art Bellika. In 1940 the shop and the 
lot were traded to Jake Busslinger, (later sold to 
Chester Kasha) for a pull type combine. Later a 
shop was started on the farm again and harness 
was made by the gross, (144 pieces of each), 
from there they were shipped to wholesale out” 
fits all over the province. Some interesting 
stories were told in the shop by Jesse Craig, Fred 
Isaacson, the Armstrong brothers and Charlie 
‘Thorkman. A very amusing story told by Charlie 
was “How to Rid Your Horse of Lice.” It starts 
out! “You put your horse in the barn for three 
weeks and feed it nothing but salt — no water, 
Then you take him to the creek for a drink of 
water; the lice will be thirsty and jump into the 
creek for a drink. You quickly lead your horse 
away and your lousy horse won't be lousy 
anymore.” 

‘In 1947 a fruit farm was bought in Creston, 
B.C. and on this land Louis built a small shop 
where he fixed bridles and saddles for people of 
the community, while also selling clothing and 
other merchandise. Being very active, he 
accepted an invitation to join the Creston Valley 
Fruit Packers Board and was a director for quite 
a few years. 

Louis Hubl passed away on February 8, 1963. 
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Louis and Julie Hubl - Golden Wedding Anniversary, Aug 
13, 1986, 


His wife, Julie, lived in their home until 1974 
when she moved into the Swan Valley Lodge in 
Creston where she still resides. She keeps busy 
by reading, crocheting and watching television. 
It gives her much enjoyment to have visitors 
from Alberta. 

‘The Hubl family consists of: 


Edward married to Lenora Senkyr; their 
children are Ken and Shirley. 
Emma married Charlie Taskila; thelr 


children are Fay, Pat and Irene. 

Rose married Gillie Bjornson; their children 
are Gisli, Margaret, Gail and Norman. 

‘Clara’ married Oscar Rafnson, their child- 
ren — Robert (deceased) and Jud; 

Jifia married Jack Bagstad; their children 
are John and Hank. 

Louis married Lucy Negraff; their children 
are Tom and'Linda, 

Robert married Eleanor Taskila; their 
children are Allan, Sheila, Stanley and Marvin 

Mary married John Faynor; their children 
are Bili, James, Susie and Ricky. 

Henry married Evelyn Stewart; their 
children are Ralph, Dianne, Jeanette and 
Patricia 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Hubl celebrated their Golden 
Wedding August 13, 1956. 


HUSSA, JONAS AND EMMA — by Josephine 
Halstein 

Jonas and Emma Hussa were born in Oulu 
Lani, Finland. Emma was a sister of Mrs. 
‘August B, Koski. The family emigrated from 
Finland to the U.S.A. 

In the spring of 1902 Jonas moved from 
Bonner, Montana to the Eckville district. Here 
he filed on a homestead of S.W. 34-39-3-W5. On 
this quarter he built a smali log house and a 
shelter for a cow and a team of oxen. He then 
moved his wife and family to live on the farm. 
‘They had two girls, Annie and Elsa, and two 
boys, Andrew and Hans. 

Because of the condition of Emma’s health, 
they found the hardships of pioneering too great. 
She could not stand the privation they had to suf. 











fer, so, in 1910 Mr, Hussa sold their quarter of 
land to Mr. Tigersted. With the proceeds from 
the farm he was able to take his family back to 
Finland. 

Mr. Hussa returned to Eckville after he 
settled his family in Finland. He was employed 
by the Canadian National Railway in building 
the railroad from Red Deer to Rocky Mountain 
House. Later he moved on from Eckville, and we 
lost track of him. 

‘Now all the family have passed away. 


IVES, R. C. 

R. C. (Pat) Ives was born at Coleraine, Coun- 
ty Derry, Ireland, where his father, Capt. J. F. 
Ives, was stationed with the British Army in 
1903. The family was transferred to England. Pat 
attended King’s school in Peterborough and St. 
Oswald’s College. 

On completing his education, he joined the 
Provincial Bank of England. In 1924, he came to 
Canada to Sangudo, Alberta, where he joined the 
Imperial Bank serving in Sangudo, Red Deer 
and Banff before returning to England in 1926. 

While in Red Deer, he met Ella Botterill, 
daughter of pioneer resident, Mr. and Mrs. W. J. 
Botterill. In October 1928, they were married at 
Peterborough, where Pat was Paymaster at 
Kemil Ltd., ‘silk manufacturers. Their son, 
David, was born In Peterborough. In 1934, they 
returned to Red Deer where Pat joined Mr. 
Botterill in the Real Estate and Insurance 
Business. When the Red Deer School Division 
was formed, Pat was its first secretary - 
treasurer until 1941, when he took leave of 
absence to serve with the R.C.A.S.C. and served 
in the Pay Corps until he was discharged due to 
a heart attack. He returned to the school divi- 
sion. 

In 1948, he opened his Real Estate, Insurance 
and Accounting business in Eckville. In 1949, he 
became secretary-treasurer of the Eckville 
‘Municipal Hospital. 

‘When David joined the R.C.A.F. in 1949 and 
daughter, Margaret born in Red Deer, entered 
nursing training, Ella became a partner in the 
Eckville business then known as Ives & Ives. Pat 
continued with the Eckville Hospital until 
December 1966. He was forced to retire due to 
several heart attacks, The business was sold and 
they retired to Red Deer in 1967. 

‘Major David Ives is stationed at Namao after 
20 years with the R.C.A.F. in Eastern Canada 
and the U.S.A. He and his wife, Maureen (Parry) 
and their family of two daughters and three sons 
live at St. Albert, Alberta. 

Margaret (who nursed at Eckville for a time) 
and her husband Ronald Soderberg and family 
of two sons and one daughter live in Bayside, 
California. Margaret is Director of Nurses at a 
Geriatric Hospital and Ronald is Chief of Inhala- 
tion Therapy at another hospital. Ella and Pat 
are enjoying their hobbies and retirement at 
5051-45 Avenue, Red Deer, where the door is 

















always open to friends and clients of Eckville 
and District. 


HERBERT JOBS’ FAMILY — by Anna Jobs 

Herbert Jobs was born In 1908 at Brightview, 
Alberta. His father died when Herb was only 14, 
making it necessary for him to share in the 
responsibilities of providing for four brothers 
and one sister. 

In 1928, Herb purchased a quarter of land in 
the Happy Hill District. Here he led a busy life, 
clearing iand, and taking care of his few range 
cattle. With the help of Joe Hillman he built a log 
house. On June 16, 1937, he married Anna 
Schmidek, a daughter of his close neighbors, Mr. 
and Mrs.’ Dan Schmidek. The young couple 
recelved five milk cows from the Jobs’ family 
and a sow with little pigs, a milk cow, and two 
calves from the Schmideks, to help them get 
started with mixed farming, Herb and Anna had 
{wo sons, George and Arthur, and one daughter, 

In the early 1940's, Herb bought a water well 
drilling outfit as a’ means of earning extra 
money. Many people wanted drilled water wells, 
and Herb drilled more than 30 water wells during 
his time. Meanwhile, he bought a quarter of land 
five miles away from his home quarter, as it was 
the only land available to purchase. With two 
growing sons who were becoming interested in 
farming, Herb was looking for still more land. 
Mr. Peter Carlyle had three quarters of land 
near Eekville for sale, and it had a river to fish 
in, too. The family all'enjoyed fishing and often 
‘went fishing along with the Pete Carlyle family. 
Finally, Herb decided to seil his own quarter of 
land to help buy the land from Mr. Carlyle, with 
the result that in 1955 the Jobs’ family moved to 
NE 10-39-3-W5 in the Eckville District 

‘That the soil was good was evident — waist 
high quack grass was growing in abundance. It 
was necessary to work the land repeatedly until 
the quack grass was under control. By this time, 
George had finished Grade 8 in school and he 
stayed home to help with the farming. Soon the 
small house was cleaned and painted. Old 
buildings were ripped down and new ones siowly 
erected. The crops were good, and the family 
enjoyed the new district. Their old home place at 
Happy Hill was sold when the family decided to 
stay in the Eckville District. 

“The family often milked up to 14 cows by hand 
but finally invested in a milking machine. The 
cream was sold to the Eckville Creamery and 
the cheque fed and clothed the family. For a 
number of years extra income was also derived 
from the sale of around 500 turkeys which were 
sold during the Christmas season each year. 

The family enjoyed friends and relatives 
coming to visit them, and often hosted card par- 
ties with the neighbors. Mrs. Kasper soon had 
Bersuaded Anna fo join in the Country Ladies’ 
Ald. 

Tn 1960, Irene graduated from the Eckville 


High School and then went out to work. In 1964, 
she married Albert Nagy of Evansburg, Alberta, 
and now they live in Sherwood Park, Alberta, 
‘They have two daughters, Danielle and Kristine. 

A large new house was built on the farm in 
1963. In February of 1964, Herb had a stroke and 
has since been tinabie to work. 

George married Audrey Sestrap of Eckville 
in 1968. They purchased a trailer in which they 
lived on the home farm. Their children are Wan- 
da and Bradley. Audrey decided that Anna 
should learn to drive a car, so bought her some 
<Griving lessons in Rimbey. Anna learned to drive 
and was soon sporting a new green Datsun. 

Meanwhile, Art finished his schooling in 
Eckville and went out working during the winter 
time. In 1971, he married Carol Sunde of Alnam- 
bra. The basement in the large house on the 
home farm was finished for Art and Carol to live 
downstairs. They have a daughter, Deanna, and 
twin boys, Dean and Devon. 

In_ 1972, George purchased three quarters 
from Mr. A. Stopsen. They then sold their trailer, 
and moved from the home farm. George and Art 
decided that mom and dad should move from the 
farm, and bought a lot in Eckville in 1974. On this 
lot they built a house to which Herb and Anna 
moved in 1975, 

In 1977, Herb and Anna were entertained at 
the home farm on the occasion of their 40th wed 
ding anniversary. 

Herb and Anna are still active members of 
the Craig Lutheran Church. Their enjoyment 
from fishing has not diminished so they still 
drive out to Prairle Creek to catch some trout. 
‘Anna was president of the Eckville Friendship 
Club in 1977, and she and Herb both enjoy at 
tending the Club’s functions. They especially en 
joy having friends and relatives come for a visit 
or a card game. 





JOBS, ARTHUR AND CAROL 

Carol Louise is the youngest child of Knut and 
‘Alma Sunde. Schooling was taken in Alhambra, 
Rocky Mountain House and David Thompson 
High School. 

Her Interests included riding horses during 
the holidays and the 4-H Beef Club. Travelling 
was also enjoyed. In 1965, she was one of the 
Centennial Exchange Students from the David 
‘Thompson High that travelled to Ontario and she 
hosted one of the return students to this area. 
The Centennial year, 1967, meant a trip to Expo 
and a fast tour of Europe with her sister, Audrey, 
and friends, Lois and Miriam Farrington, and 
Maureen Killick. Carol’s education continued at 
the Red Deer College and at the University of 
Alberta, Edmonton, where she graduated, 
receiving her B.Sc.’ with a major in Home 
Economics. 

In the spring of 1971, Carol was united in 
marriage to Arthur Leonard Jobs of Eckville. 
Life began on his mixed farm near Eckville, 
Their children, Deanna Dawn born December 16, 

















1973, and the twins, Dean Maxwell and Devon 
‘Tyson born September 20, 1975, bring them much 
joy and life is very rewarding, 


MR. AND MRS. JOHN JOHNSON — by 
Josephine Halstein 

John and Miina Johnson (a well-known couple 
among the Eckville Finlanders) first 
homesteaded on a quarter in the Leslieville 
(Risula) area. Then, during the first World War 
they bought the Tigerstedt farm two miles north 
of Eckville. Mr. Johnson farmed here for a short 
time before selling the farm to Mr. Harrison, 
livery stable and garage man in Eckville. Mr. 
Harrison rented the farm first to Matt Helkkila 
and wife, and then to the Yakovitz family. 

After this, Mr. and Mrs. Johnson built and ran 
one of the first restaurants on the main street of 
Eckville. It was a common sight to see boys in 
Khaki uniforms who had returned trom the war 
enjoying the fresh cooked meals. When the work 
got too heavy for the Johnsons, they sold their 
restaurant to Mr. Archibald Litt. 

While living in the Eckville district the John- 
sons took an active part in organizing and 
building the Liberty Hall that stood where old 
Eckville had been located. This hall was later 
sold to Matt Johnson. With the lumber he built 
himself a home in Eckville. 

John and Milna’s next residence was on the 
west end of Sylvan Lake. This they traded for a 
home in British Columbia. At the west coast 





Mr. and Mrs. Joba Johnson spinning wool at Matt Johason’s 
(imi Johnson). 








where they moved to Haney, they bought an 
acreage and made it their home. Soon after mov- 
ing, Mr. Johnson passed away. Thelr son Elmer 
and his family of Seattle, Washington, came to 
live with his widowed mother. Mrs. Johnson 
passed away a few years later. 

Elmer, the Johnson's only son, passed away 
in 1961, He was married to Ida Koski. They have 
two sons and one daughter, all living in Seattle, 
Washington, U.S.A. 


JOHNSON, MATTI FAM 

Matti Nikodemus Harju (in Canada known as 
Johnson) was born on February 25, 1881 at 
Alavaden, Finland. Hulda Elizabeth Talson was 
born in Aimy, Wyoming, U.S.A 

‘The Johnsons had the first steam outfit and 
John Deere tractor in the area. They also did 
custom breaking, clearing land of J. McDonald, 
Lind, and surrounding areas, 

Matt Johnson’s farm was a very busy place, 
with 14 youngsters of their own and the A. B, 
Koski's across the road and the Jack Hietala and 
Andrew (Anti) Elson families nearby. The four 
families would often get together for an after: 
noon of ball playing, horseshoeing and swim- 
ming in the Medicine River below A. B. Koski's 
home. After the day’s activities there was fresh 
home-made ice cream to eat at the Johnson's, 

Helvie Elizabeth was born May 28, 1908, She 
lost her eyesight when she was 21 years old, so 
spent the biggest part of her life in C.N.LB, in 
Calgary. It was there she met and married 











Mr. and Mis, Matt Johnson, 





Walter Young. They had some very happy years 
together before she died in 1957. 

‘Sylvia was born in 1910, but passed away In in- 
fancy due to whooping cough. 

Charles Mathew was born May 25, 1911 and 
died January 1972. He worked in logging camps 
before retiring to Vancouver Island, where he 
resided until his passing. 

‘William John (Bill) was born July 28, 1913. He 
married Elsie Hiitola (daughter of Jack and 
Hilda) of Eckville and they had six sons and two 
daughters. They farmed for many years west of 
Eckville before retiring to Sylvan Lake in 1967 
Elsie passed away September 25, 1968, Bill still is 
living at Syivan Lake. 

Ronald William was born in 1941 and married 
Donna Wadell of Valleyview. They have three 
sons: William, Kelly and Ronald Jr. 

Jack Arnold was born in 196 and married 
Yvonne Rodtka in 1970, of Rocky Mountain 
House. They have two daughers: Tracey, born 
June 8, 1975 and Linda, born June 10, 1976. 

Marvin Wayne was born in 1947 and married 
Carol Maser. Their two children were Tammy 
Lynn and Ricky. He later married Candace, and 
their daughter is named Lana, 

Elaine Helvie, born on April 11, 1950, married 
George Pillar of Sylvan Lake. Their daughter, 
Marlene, was born November 30, 1968. 

Dennis Mathew was born in 1952. He married 
Myrna O’Hara in 1970. Their two children are 
Aaron and Malena. They are presently in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Larry Walter, born in 1954, married Shelly 
Mason. Their two sons are Sharen, born 
November 28, 1974 and Bryce, born in February, 
1977. 

Leslie Allan was born in 1956 and married 
Deborah Rice of Eckville on July 26, 1975. They 
have one daughter, Marsie, born August 28, 1977. 

Deloyce Hilda married Jim Danielson. Their 
daughter, Brandy, was born in December, 1976, 


























Matt Johnson Family. Back row: Arnold, unknown, Roy, Elsi, 
Bil, Charle. Second fow: Aili, unknows, Erne, Aunt Mary 





Helv, Matt, Eddy- Front row’ Rosie, Emer, Else, Helen and 
Devathy. 





Aillie Saraphia, March 30, 1915 — January 7, 
8. She worked for many years in the Market. 
ville area and for the J. Lawrence store in Red 
Deer until her marriage in 1939 to Hal Thomp- 
son. Hal was born in 1912 in Okotoks, came with 
his parents to the Poplar Ridge area in 1923, 
where Aillie and he farmed, Aillie also worke: 
for a few years in the 1950's for Bullder’s 
Hardware in Red Deer. They have two 
daughters. 

Beverly Jean was born November 10, 1942. 
She married Joseph Roth Jr. in 1961, of Shady 
Nook. They farm in the Poplar Ridge district. 
Their three daughters are Yvonne Elizabeth 
(Bonnie), born April 21, 1961, Rose Marie, born 
August 23, 1963, and Karrie Jean born March 26, 
1966. 

‘Yvonne Elizabeth (Beth) was born March 10, 
1845 and married Bill Boyce of Penhold on June 
5, 1965. They live in Calgary, and have three 
sons. Glenn William, born April 22, 1968, Callan, 
born June 13, 1970, and Daniel John, born Oc- 
tober 24, 1972. 

‘Arnold Eino was born April 1, 1917, and 
passed away January, 1972. He worked’ as a 
farmhand for Hans and Nora Moos, and later 
stayed with Hal and Aillie at Red Deer. He spent 
some time, also, working in lumber camps in 
British Columbia. 

Roy was born January 25, 1918, He married 
‘Tynne Saantilka. He was a diesel mechanic until 
a few years ago when he retired in Penticton, 
BC, 

Edwin Herman (Eddie) was born April 4,192 
and passed away in 1955. He worked for Dave 
Bourne in Red Deer trucking and as a cat 
operator until his death, 

Ernest Wilfred (Ernie) was born August 20, 
1922 and passed away on April 4, 1975. He worked 
for C.N. Elevator Builders ‘crew until. his 
marriage to Lil MeNell of Evarts. For some time 
he sold Rawleigh products in the Eckville area 
then worked for many years as a butcher at 
ASH. and Deerhome in Red Deer. His two 
‘daughters are Katherine Elizabeth, born in 1954 
and Helvie Lee, born May 14, 1957. She married 
Dwayne Ball in 1975, 

je Bernal was born May 6, 1924 and 
married Clifford MeNell of Coronation on 
September 28, 1944. Their first home was the 
Eckville Mutual Telephone Office, Clifford and 
Elsie moved to Midway, B.C. in 1951, where Clift 
passed away on March 7, 1973. They had three 
sons and two daughters, 

David was born April 1, 1952, He married 
Marilyn, and they have a son and a daughter. 

‘Alan’ Peter born August 4, 1954, lives in 
Surrey, B.C. 

Carolyn Margaret, born April 6, 1957, lives in 
Midway, B.C. 

Patricia Marion, born March 8, 1960, lives at 
home, as does Donald Mathew, born February 
13, 1961 

Doréthy Mildred, born November 17, 1925, 
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married Charlie Niemi of Eckville in 1942. 
Charlie passed away September 1916. They have 
two daughters and six sons. 

Charlette Ann, born May 25, 194 in Rocky 
Mountain House, married Dieter Hubn in 1967. 

Gerald Mathew, born November 11, 1946 
married Charlotte Chamberlin of Lumly, B.C. in 
1966. They reside in Revelstoke, B.C. Their two 
sons are Daryl, born in 1967 and Allen born in 
1068, 

Alexander Maleome, born June 8, 1948, 
married Liana Cremers in 1968. They reside i 
Port Washington, B.C. 

Judith Alice, born August 17, 1949, married 
Jim Melnich in'1973. They reside in Edmonton, 
Alberta. 

James Willard, born August 29, 1952, was 
married in 1975 and lives in Grand Forks, B.C. 

Cameron Charles, born July 28, 1959, married 
Lorraine Brown of Grand Forks, B.C. in 1977 and 
lives in Edmonton. 

Timothy Arnold, born October 8, 1960, and 
lives at home In Grand Forks, B.C. 

Daniel Eugene, born October 3, 1965, died ina 
house fire at Salmon Arm, B.C. in December 
1972, 

Elmer Raymond, born May 2, 1927, married 
Eleanor Johnson of Stettler, Alberta on June 25, 
1949, Elmer has been in the plastering and stucco 
business since 1948, being his own boss since 
1966. That year he bought the Stanley Cates 
farm at Eckville and the family had thelr first 
taste of farming. They spent four wonderful 
years there, then sold the farm to Ernie Vokes 
‘and moved back to Red Deer. But farming was in 
their blood, so one year later they bought the 
Ernest Trasckel farm in the Burnt Lake district 
and are still happily farming. They have one son 
and five daughters, 

Linda Gail, born April 13, 1950, married Daryl 
Elson of Eckville on August 8, 1970. They have 
twin children, Chad Michel and Crystal Rose, 
born June 11, 1974. They live in Calgar’ 

Valerie Ann, born March 18, 1952, married 
Don McLean of Eckville on September 5, 1970 
and had one daughter, Melanie Ann, born March 
45, 1971. Valerie later married Doug Denman 
and they have a daughter, Candace Marie, born 
on March 15, 1977. They live in Edson, 

Raymond Elmer, born July 10, 1954, married 
Theresa Irene Sutherland of Air Force Base, 
Penhold, on December 17, 1976. Raymond farms 
and stuccoes with his father. 

‘Naney Edwina, born May 3, 1957, married 
‘Terrence Kumm of Red Deer May 21, i977. They 
live in Red Deer. 

Robert Mathew, born July 20, 1959, married 
Linda Joan Holtom of Sylvan Lake October 30, 
1976. Their son 1s Michael Robert, born 
September 9, 1977. They live at Sylvan Lake. 

Dixie Lynn was born July 4, 1961; Mark 
Reginald on October 25, 1962; and Shannon 
Grace, September 28, 1965. All are living at home 
and attending school at Sylvan Lake, 





























Helen was born in 1929 and married Melvin 
Kleeberger of Saskatchewan. They are now liv: 
ing at Dixon, California, U.S.A, They have three 
sons and one daughter. 

Darryl Melvin was born in 1948 and was killed 
in a car accident in June, 1966, 

Randolph Lee was born January 11, 1951; 
Steven Charles on August 1, 1954; Phyllis Ann on 
October 7, 1956. 

Rose Margaret was born May 10, 1931. She 
worked at the J. Lawrence Store in Red Deer un- 
til she moved to British Columbia. There she 
married Lyall Cross of Kelowna, B.C, on May 10, 
1952. They moved to California and have one son 
and one daughter. Robert Patrick was born 
March 11, 1967 and Patricia Margaret on April 
11, 1969, 


JOKINEN, HENRY 

Henry Jokinen was born in Tampere, Finland 
on February 12, 1885. He was the oldest son of a 
tailor. All clothes were then made by hand, He 
received his early schooling and two years of 
college in Tampere, majoring in physical educa- 
tion and drama, 

In 1909 he decided to emigrate to America, 
where it was rumored that the streets were 
paved with gold and fortunes would be easy to 
make. He worked at various jobs, such as clerk 
in a grocery store, in lumber camps, and in 
mines. However, his real interests lay in gym- 
nastics, and he participated in establishing ski 
groups in the Y.M.C.A., using rings, parallel 
bars, tumbling and pyramids. He also organized 
theatre groups and directed many plays. Most of 
the communities where he lived had a majority 
of Finnish people, such as Eckville, and the 
scripts were in the Finnish language. 

Marla Helena Skarp was born in Oulu, 
Finland on April 18, 1895. Her father was a sea 
captain who sank with his ship in the North 
Atlantic Ocean when she was seven years old, At 
the age of 18 years when she came to Duluth, 
Minnesota, she went to work for an uncle who 
owned a restaurant. It was there that she met 
her husband and they were married September 
10, 1915. The next year a daughter, Helen 
Katherine, was born in Iron River, Michigan. 
‘They later moved to Butte, Montana, where 
Henry worked in the mines. 

Maria contacted polio during the epidemic, 
and was partially paralyzed on her right side, 
Gradually, with physiotherapy administered by 
her husband, she overcame it, but was unable to 
have any more children. During their stay in 
Butte they were again very active in amateur 
theatre, both directing and acting, 

‘In 1927 they decided to homestead in Canada. 
Henry arrived by train at Sylvan Lake in 
January. The temperature was 40 degrees below 
zero—one of the most severe winters in 
years—and he was then very skeptical about his 
decision to move to Canada. The following year 
the beauty of the country unfolded and the 









































Helen Jokinen. 


newness and the challenge of the pioneer living 
excited him, so he sent for his wife and daughter, 
who was then 11 years old. They bought an 
acreage beside the Medicine River and began to 
build their house. 

Henry worked as a carpenter In Eckville, 
Benalto and Syivan Lake and the surrounding 
areas. He made many of the early bulldings of 
logs, using an adze to square the corners. In the 
wintertime he liked to read, and had a large 
collection of books in English and Finnish. He 
made skis and poles out of poplar and birch 
‘wood. Candle wax was used to smooth the bottom 
of the skis. Races were held every winter, His 
love of dramatics prompted him to organize the 
building of a community hall and he formed a llt- 
tle theatre group. The first play, “Seven 
Brothers", was a great success, and the admis- 
sion was only 35 cents. The hall was also a warm 
dry place to hold physical exercise classes. The 

‘Sissu Club” was made up of those interested In 
organized exercising. 

Maria had a bit of trouble adjusting to pioneer 
life. Once she singed all her eyebrows off trying 
to light the wood-burning stove. The first 





summer here she mistook a skunk for a black 
and white kitty. Luckily for her, the skunk was 
the faster runner! She loved gardening, and took 
much pride in her vegetables and the many 
varieties of flowers, as well as her indoor plants. 
She baked her own bread, made jams and 
canned wild berries. 

For bathing a steam bath was used, as most 
of the families had a steam bath house. 

Helen Jokinen finished her schooling in 
Eckville. She was very active in community af- 
fairs, and had a lovely singing voice. She went 
into ‘training at the Holy Cross Hospital in 
Calgary. In 1938 she graduated as a registered 
nurse, then returned home to work in the old 
Eckville Hospital for one year. She was offered a 
position at St. Paul’s Hospital in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, and there met and married 
Charles John Harris. A daughter, Mavis Elaine, 
was born to them on November 20, 1944. In July 
1945 Helen moved back to Eckville with the baby 
while Mr. Harris moved to British Columbia to 
establish a home for the family. Helen went back 
towork at the local hospital, but on December 20, 
1945 she died of a brain hemorrhage while work: 
ing the night shift. 

‘The grandparents received custody of Mavis 
and she grew up and took all of her schooling 
here, graduating from Grade 12 in the Eckville 
school in 1962. Mavis married Fred Oczko in 
February, 1966. They have two boys. Andy 
James was born February 25, 1967 and Brent 
Allan was born March 14, 1969. Mavis graduated 
as a registered nurse in 1974 and at this time she 
is employed in Lethbridge, Alberta. 

Henry died October 16, 1970. Maria lived in 
Eckville until 1974, when she went to Lethbridge 
tolive with her granddaughter until her death on 
November 18, 1975. Both Henry and Maria are 
buried in the family plot in Eckville cemetery, 
along with their only child, Helen. 





JONES, MR. AND MRS. ALBERT — by their 
daughter, Mrs. Alvin Greenman 

‘My parents, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Jones, 
moved to Eckville in 1943. During the first winter 
they lived on the Tom Smith place, but later- 
bought a lot in Eckville and built a house on it. 
Mrs. McCann now owns the house they built, 

Dad farmed at Travers in the summer and 
spent the winters in Eckville. His health was 
very poor and on December 25, 1948 he passed 
away and was buried in the Travers cemetery. 

Mother remarried on August 19, 1953 to Jesse 
Benge of Benkelman, Nebraska, U.S.A. and 
moved there. 

She and Jesse returned here for visits several 
times. She passed away on September 4, 1970 at 
the age of 87 years. She was buried in 
Benkelman, Nebraska. 








KANGAS, AUGUST AND SELINA 
August and Selina Kangas and their two 
children, Frank Selden and Maemi came to 


Alberta from Butte, Montana in 1911. They trav- 
elled by horse and wagon from Red Deer to 
Leafland, six miles north of Leslieville, to their 
homestead. Two of their friends, John Leinonen 
and John Kulju had arrived earlier and had built 
2 one-room cabin on Leinonen’s place where 
‘August and Selina stayed until they built a cabin 
on August's homestead. August and Selina im- 
{grated to the U.S.A. to Michigan in 1903 where 
they met and married. Their first child Frank 
Selden was born there. From there they moved 
to Butte where their second child, Maemi was 
born, 

‘They lived on the homestead for five years. 
‘The area was all virgin land. The neighbors were 
newcomers; most of them Finns from Butte or 
the northern states. They were the people who 
opened the surrounding country, built the 
schools and made the roads. Mr. Henry Ludwig 
‘was the teacher when Leafland School épened its 
doors for the first time. Later on he taught high 
school, in Eckville so he was Maemi’s and 
Selden's first and last teacher. 

‘The life on the homestead had hardships and 
happy times too. Wild berries and game were 
plentiful. Selina with her two children picked 
berries and August hunted birds or game and 
never came back empty-handed, Selden and 
Maeml set snares for rabbits which were in 
abundance, just thousands of them. Selina fixed 
them, made stews or chopped up for delicious 
meat balls or hamburgers as they are called 
now. Later on the rabbits developed a sickness 
and haven't been as numerous since. 

In the summer there were the pfentes and in 
the winter socials and dances. The dances were 
held in anyone's place who was fortunate enough 
to have a house or barn loft big enough to hold a 
crowd. They were really family affairs, they all 
bundled in bobsleds and away they would go to 
ance until the wee hours in the morning. August 
and Selina were very fond of dancing. Bill Austin 
was the chief caller for quadrilles and square 
dances. The summer picnics were fun too. There 
was always lots of lemonade and ice cream 
sometimes if someone still had ice in thelr 
dugouts. The children had games and races and 
then there were sing-songs and speeches on 
politics or current affairs. Victor Mattson was 
the speaker mostly. They all came dressed in 
their best finery — no blue jeans or t-shirts. In 
some respects life was good but money was 
searce. Some winters August would go back to 
Butte to the mines to earn money to provide 
clothing for the familly, three children now. 
Helen was born in 1912 and was to be the only 
Canadian born in their family of four. Then there 
was the need for implements and stock to buy 
Selina stayed on the homestead and would get 
someone in to help with the chores and for com- 
pany. The winters were cold and lonely. One 
winter Mildred Schey (Olson) from Eckville 
stayed. One day Mildred rescued Maemi when a 
mad pig attacked her. She beat the pig with a 








broom until he released a very frightened little 
girl but not badly hurt, only minor teeth marks 
and scratches. Another winter Selden developed 
a kidney problem. August rode horseback to the 
nearest doctor in Eckville for medication. Selden 
got well and there were no more ‘health 
problems. 

In 1916 they tired of homestead life. Prospects 
of making a better life were promising in Butte 
‘as copper was in great demand, World War Iwas 
raging in Europe. The first year was fine but 
later on in the second year the miners went on 
strike which lasted nine months. The strike 
ended, August worked again for a while and 
before long they decided to come back to Alberta 
with their four children. Ralph was born in 
Butte, 

In June 1918 they arrived in Eckville at the 
Kootuk railway depot. Ole Olson was there to 
meet them. They stayed with Olsons until they 
bought a farm one-half mile west, which is now 
the late Simon Walsanen’s farm. There was a 
frame house on the place but no barns. So again 
August was starting from scratch. It was hard 
going as during the war the cost of living had 
sky-rocketed. 
ittle by little August got going, getting more 
implements and stock as the time went on. 
Selden, Maemi and Helen attended Blue Beli 
School about two miles south. Life was about the 
same as on the homesteads with its ups and 
downs. There were drought years with poor 
crops, so again August went in the winters back 
to the mines to earn more money; sometimes to 
Butte or to the coal mines in Nordegg. As Selden 
and Maemi grew older they helped out with do- 
ing the janitor work in the Blue Bell School. 
Selina at times worked for town people. 

August and Selina took part in all social ac. 
tivities. They did their share in getting funds to 
build the Liberty Hall, north of Eckville. One 
time Selina made all the costumes for a Finnish 
play conducted by Jokinen and held in the 
Eckville Hall. Both August and Selina were 
always willing to help a neighbor. When babies 
‘were born, Selina was often the mid-wife. August 
even delivered a neighbor's baby safe and sound. 
He went to help a neighbor with the haying. 
When he got there and was waiting in the house 
while the neighbor went for his horses from the 
pasture, the wife went into labor and there was 
no time to get outside help. This baby is still liv- 
ing somewhere In Alberta. 

‘In 1920 August rented the Charlie Randall’s 
farm and moved his family to live there. Maemi 
and Helen attended Eckville School when the 
puplls moved from the old school north of town to 
the new two-room school in town. Later on after 
the family moved back to their own place Maemi 
attended Eckville School again for the high 
school grades which Mr. Ludwig taught. Helen 
did the same. Selden dropped out of school early 
and went to work for the C.P.R. section crew. 
During harvest he worked around Trochu and 
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Barons. Finally he moved to Butte to the mines, 
and then to California where he died in 1954, 

August and Ralph were the last to leave the 
farm In 1938. The only surviving members of the 
Kangas family are Ralph in Ladysmith, B.C. and 
‘Maeri in Calgary. Helen moved to Montana and 
then Seattle where she married and went to 
Alaska. She died there in 1941. 











CHESTER KASHA — by Helen Kasha 

Chester Kasha was born in Lacombe in 1911 
and I the former Helen Susut, was born in 
southern Alberta in the Retlaw area in 1911, My 
family (the Susuts) moved to the Clive and 
Lacombe area in 1927. 

Chester and I were married in Red Deer in 
1935. We farmed in the Iowalta district near 
Lacombe for eleven years. Then we bought a 
farm five and one-half miles northwest of 
Rimbey. In 1946 we left the Iowalta district and 
moved to Rimbey, where we farmed for three 
years more. 

In 1949 we sold the farm and bought the 
Massey-Harris business from Jake Busslinger's 
estate in Eckville. This business was located 
where the present A. H. Moench Hardware and 
the Credit Union are now. We also bought the 
Busslinger home, where I still live. In 1963 
Chester bought the Axel Hansen farm south of 
Eckville, near Highway 11. A new building was 
built and in 1964 we moved the business out 
there. This is where the Massey Ferguson 
dealership still operates. 

Our four children, Verna, Don, Ed and Bryan 
were born in Lacombe, and the fifth child, Ann, 
was born in Eckville in 1955. They all completed 
their schooling and graduated in Eckville. 

‘Amn is enrolled in the Faculty of Commerce at 
the University of Alberta, in Edmonton, Verna 
married Paul Haljan of Edmonton and they are 
living in Edmonton. They have three boys — 














Helen, Donald, Bryan, Chester, Eddy, Verna and Ann Katha, 


David, Gregory and Paulie. The histories of the 
other children appear separately in this book. 

Chester was elected to the Town Counell in 
‘March 1953, served as deputy Mayor and Mayor 
until 1956, at which time he resigned as Mayor 
and still stayed on Council until October of 1962. 
He was a member of the Eckville Lion's Club and 
was president during the 1959-1960 term. 
‘Through the years we attended many Lion’s 
Conventions. He was also a member of the Red 
Deer Elks Club, the Eckville Chamber of 
Commerce or Board of Trade and the Curling 
Club. 

Tam a member of the Eckville Catholic 
Women's League and the Benalto Royal Purple. 
In earlier years I was a member of the Hospital 
Auxiliary, the Women’s Institute, the Evening 
Group and the Curling Club in Eckville, 

In 1974 we celebrated 25 years of Massey 
Ferguson business in Eckville. The business is 
called Kasha Farm Supplies Ltd. 

Chester passed away on April 3, 1975. His sons 
operate the business at present, and T hope it 
will stay in the family for many years. 











CHESTER DONALD KASHA AND FAMILY — 
by Mrs. Kasha 

Don Kasha was born in Lacombe on July 17, 
1940, the son of Chester and Helen Kasha. At the 
age of five the family moved to Rimbey where he 
Went to school for three years. In the year 1949 
his family moved to Eekville and Don finished 
his schooling here. Shortly after Don was out of 
school he tried his hand at driving a truck — 
hauling pulp wood to the mill at Hinton. Finding 
that there was no future in it, he came to work 
selling farm machinery for his father. 

As a young boy Don was very interested in 
hockey, and once he was out of school he began 
playing for the Eckville Eagles Senior Hockey 
‘Team 

In the early sixties Don was the fire-chief of 
the Eckville Volunteer Fire Department; living 
and working very close to the fire hall was quite 
an asset in this activity. 

‘On August 25, 1962 Don married Elaine May 
Johnson. Elaine was born on March 8, 1943 in 
New Westminster, B.C. and she received her 
schooling in Surrey, B.C. 

Don and Elaine made their home in a suite 
that was owned by Don’s father, Chester Kasha. 
‘The Massey-Ferguson Implement dealership, 
also owned by Don's father, was downstairs in 
the same building. 

In 1965 Don built a home on an acreage two 
and a half miles south of Eckville, 

There are two children in the Don Kasha 
family. The oldest child is a boy, Brett Joseph, 
born on February 15, 1963 and ‘a girl, Jayme 
May, born on July 31, 1966. 











KASHA, BRYAN CHARLES — by Mrs. Bryan 
Kasha 
Bryan Charles was born September 15, 1945 in 


Lacombe, the third son of Chester Frank and 
Helen Marie (Susut) Kasha. He lived with his 
parents, sister Verna and brothers Donald and 
Edward on a farm in the Iowalta District near 
Lacombe. In 1946 they moved to a farm five 
miles west of Rimbey, and in 1949 the family 
moved to Eckville when Chester purchased the 
‘Massey-Harris dealership. 

Bryan attended the elementary, junior and 
senior high schools in Eckville. His first teacher 
was Mrs. Morrisey. One year the Grade 5 class 
was taught in the Lion’s Hall by Mrs. Marjorie 
Lazzer because there was not enough classroom 
space available in the school building. Some high 
school shop classes were held in a building that 
was on the present site of the Co-op Hardware 

During his school years Bryan participated in 
track and field, curling and the Eckville com- 
munity band, in which he played the French horn 
and the snare drum. 

Bryan played hockey with the Eckville 
Eagles for many years as a goalie, left wing and 
defence. He was also active in the Eckville Pony 
Chariot and Chuckwagon Club when It first was 
formed for several years afterwards. 

Upon graduation from high school in 1964 
Bryan enrolled in automotive mechanics at the 
Southern Alberta Institute of Technology in 
Calgary. While there he played hockey with the 
S.A.1.T. Trojans. After completion of this course 
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in 1966 Bryan continued working in his father's 
business in Eckville. He later completed the 
Heavy Duty Diesel Mechanics course at S.A.L.T. 

On July 23, 1966 Bryan married Johanne Iris, 
Evenishen in Meadow Lake, Saskatchewan. She 
taught Grades 4 to 6 In the Eckville Elementary 
School until 1973 and is now doing substitute 
teaching whenever needed. 

Bryan and Johanne resided in the Carl Fisher 
apartments for several years and then rented the 
J. Tulloch farm south and west of Eckville. In 
1969 they purchased a trailer and lived near 
Kasha Farm Supplies Ltd. at S.W. 3-39.3-W5. A 
house was erected there in 1975. A daughter, 
Melesia, was born May 4, 1971 and a son, Kes, 
was born June 11, 1973. Both children were born 
in Eckville, 


KASHA, EDWARD AND LEAH — by Leah 
Kasha 

Eddie, the second son of Helen and the late 
Chester Kasha, was born in Lacombe In 1942. In 
1949 the Kasha's moved to Eckville where Eddie 
received his education. After leaving school, he 
went to work as an apprenticing mechanic’ for 
his father, who owned the Massey Ferguson 
dealership. In 1961 he started going to technical 
school in Calgary, and later continued on in Ed- 
monton until receiving his automotive and heavy 
duty mechanics’ license. 

Over the years Eddie has been involved in 
many local organizations. As a boy he belonged 
to Cubs, Scouts, and Army Cadets. Later he was 
a scout leader. Also, he was interested in hockey, 
playing with the Eckville Eagles, and coaching a 
midget team. 

Eddie married a local girl, Leah Lutz, the 
daughter of Julia and the late Arthur Lutz. Leah 
was born in Eckville and received her education 
there. She is an active member of the curling 
club and the 0.0.R.P. of Benalto, Since 1965 she 
has worked part-time at the local Post office. 

Eddie and Leah have two children, Lonnie 
and Julie, They both attend school in Eckville. 
‘They reside on an acreage close to the family 
business south of Eckville, 


THE CHARLES KASPER FAMILY — by Mrs. 
August Kasper 

Charles Kasper was born in the district of 
Wasa, Finland, on January 26, 1873. He 
emigrated to the United States at an early age, 
where he lived for a time in Nebraska and also in 
‘Minnesota. During that time he served for a 
period in the U.S. army. Later he worked in the 
mines in Butte, Montana. It was here that he 
married Nanni Kultala on December 3, 1903. She 
had been born in Raahi, Finland, and emigrated 
to the United States to Butte with her brother, 
Henry Kultala, 

In 1905, along with other settlers including the 
Frank Heitalas and the Frank Palms, the 
Kaspers came to Alberta and took up a home- 
stead on SW 28-39-3-W5. They came in January 



















‘Charis and Nannle Kasper and children Aline, Ottie, Eino, 
‘August, Chari, Nanieand Raymond, 


and the winter was bitterly cold. Little is known 
of their hardships during those early 
homesteading days. Mr. Kasper did go back to 
the mines at Butte during the winters. Later they 
milked cows and the milk was taken to the local 
cheese factory one and one-half miles away. 

Charles Kasper contributed much to the com- 
munity in which he lived. Being a very active 
man, he gave a lot of his time to public affairs, 
‘The Eckville School District probably received 
more of his time than any other organization, as 
he was a school board member for a period of 
more than 20 years, and was the chairman of 
the board at the time of his death. He was also 
councillor for the district of Lorne for a number 
of years. He took a leading part in establishing a 
Pool creamery for the district and served as a 
director of the Dairymen’s Association for 
several years. Being an enterprising farmer and 
dairyman, he was some of the first ones in the 
community to have a milking machine and a 
manure spreader. He helped to organize the 
Eckville Mutual Telephone system and was one 
of the first to install a delco light system on his 
farm. He served the Presbyterian Church as 
chairman of the board for a few years and was 
largely responsible for moving the old school 
building into town to be used as the first church 
in Eckville, 

Mr. Kasper died suddenly on December 7, 
1928. He was on his usual morning run delivering 
milk to the village of Eckville when he had a 
stroke from which he never recovered. Mrs. 
Kasper, with the help of her family, kept the 
farm and the dairying operations going until her 
death in October, 1960. 

‘At the Eckville Home & School Association 
meeting on March 17, 1960, Mr. Julian Sam- 
brooke, Divisional Trustee, presented a set of 
books to the school from’ the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica Company to be known as “The 
Charles Kasper Encyclopedia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kasper had nine 
children, eight of whom were born at Eckville. 
Aline was born in Butte, Montana. She married 
Guy Heath of Oilmont, Montana. They had one 












































son, George, who married Doreen Soerd. George 
and Doreen had two children — a daughter, 
Valerie, and a son, Leonard, both living in 
Calgary. Ailine and’Guy lived in Eckville for 
about 28 years after which they moved to Pentic- 
ton, B.C. Guy died in Eckville in 1971 and Ailine 
makes her home in Penticton. 

Ottie married Ivey Kujala and they had two 
sons, Gale and Keith, and a daughter, Jean. They 
later moved to Vancouver to make their home. 
Ottle passed away in 1970. 

Eino died in 1961 at the age of 52 years. 

Lempi was born in 1910, and died in 1917; Ben- 
ny was born in 1912 and died in 1916. 

August was born in 1914 and is still active on 
his farm near Eckville. 

Nanny was born in 1916 and married Frank 
Zaleski. They had four sons — Jimmy, Darwin, 
Dallas, and Bill. Jimmy and Dallas are since 
deceased. Darwin and his family live in Calgary. 
Bill married Katherine Anderson and they live in 
Blacktalds, Alberta. 

Charlie ‘was born in 1921. He and his wife, 
Carrol, make their home in Summerland, B.C. 

Ray died in Calgary in 1974 at the age of 51 
years. 








THE AUGUST KASPER FAMILY — by Mrs. 
August Kasper 

August Kasper was born in Eckville in 1914, 
the son of Charles and Nanni Kasper. He left 
school at the age of 14 to help with the farm 
work after his father's death in 1928. In 1938 
he married Fannie Tulsku of Manyberries, 
Alberta, and they had two children. Judy has 
been a teacher with the Calgary Public School 
System for eight years, after having received 
her B.Ed. Degree “With Distinction” from the 
University of Alberta in Edmonton, Bryon, of 
Edmonton, is a professional engineer and is 
presently studying for his Master's Degree at the 
University of Alberta on a two-year scholarship 
awarded by the National Research Council of Ot- 
tawa. 

‘During the Second World War, in the spring of 


1941, August and Fannie left’ for Edmonton 





anni, Bryon, Judy and August Keser 


where August took a course in sheet metal at a 
Youth Training Center. Later he was employed 
by Air Craft Repair, working on planes. Fannie 
worked at the New Method Laundry for the four 
years of their stay in Edmonton. Early in 1943 
‘August enlisted in the Royal Canadian Navy and 
was discharged in 1945 at the end of the war, hav- 
ing spent two years in the Service in Cornwallis, 
Nova Scotia. 

Following his return, August and Fannie 
came back to Eckville to'the farm. They bought 
ahalf section ($15-39-3-W5) from his mother with 
the help of the V.L.A. They spent all of their 
earnings of the past four years on clearing the 
land to start farming. Later they were able to 
build a barn and started milking cows. Following 
this enterprise they went quite extensively into 
the raising of hogs. At present their main in- 
terest is the raising of Simmental cattle. 

About 1960 August was in the ‘‘Save the Soil”” 
campaign sponsored by the Eckville Board of 
‘Trade. He worked closely with the District 
Agriculturist of Lacombe to improve his farming 
methods and to keep his farm productive. 

At present August is a director for the Dia 
mond Valley Gas Co-op, and is the secretary of 
the Eckville Credit Union. Fannie is the librarian 
at the Eckville Public Library during the winter 
months and also is a long-time member of the 
Country Ladies Aid 











KAUPPI — written by Sylvia Thorkman 

Mr. Kauppi, one of the very first residents in 
the Eckville area, squatted on the 8. W. 22-39-2W5 
In the 1800's, 

Very little is known about this brave man. He 
lived in a tent the first years, later building 
himself a log cabin by the Medicine River. 

‘His only companion was his cat Maru. 

One day a neighbor had stopped in for a visit 
and while they were visiting, a very wet Maru 
walked in, 

Mr. Kauppi looked at the cat and said “Maru 
has tried to do a little fishing’ 

When homesteads were available, he filed on 
this property and received his title for the land. 

A few years later his health began to 
deteriorate and he was cared for by the Charlie 
Kasper family until his passing. 

He had no known relatives. 





THE HISTORY OF THE KEMILA FAMILY 

Mathew and Madgelena Kemila were 
originally from Oulu, Finland. In the late 1800's, 
they left Oulu and immigrated to the Dakota's in 
the United States of America. 

With their seven children, Mary, John, 
Charlie, Mathew, Elmer, Gus and’ Jenny, 
Mathew and Madgelena began a new life in Rock 
Lake, North Dakota. Tragedy struck several 
years later when Mathew was critically injured 
in an accident. Several horses bolted and ran, 
throwing Mathew under the wheel of the grain 
wagon. Mathew passed away three days later. 











In 1906, Madgelena and her family left North 
Dakota and moved to Sylvan Lake, Alberta. For 
a short period of time they all stayed at Alix Kin. 
nunen’s until they settled in the Gilby district. In 
later years all the children would homestead in 
this area also. 

Mathew and Madgelenas’ first child, Mary, 
moved to Saskatchewan where she met and 
married Edward Niska. One of their children is 
Mrs. Hazel Johnson who married the late Charlie 
Johnson. Hazel resides in Sylvan Lake. 

Gus Kemila also moved to Saskatchewan. 
Here he farmed until his passing. Elmer moved 
to Saskatchewan where he farmed before retur- 
ning to the United States, 

In 1912, Jenny married Gus Sestrap. They 
operated a general store in the Gilby district. In 
later years Matt (Mathew Kemila) married and 
left the Gilby district to farm in the 
Saskatchewan area. He later returned to the 
United States. 

Charlie also spent some time in 
Saskatchewan but later returned to the Sylvan 
Lake district where he married Wilhimena Kin- 
nunen. Charlle lived on a small acreage west of 
Sylvan Lake where they made their living selling 
garden supplies and dairy products to stores and 
summer campers. Here they resided until their 
passing. They had no family. 

John Kemila married Mary Elizabeth Koski 
and farmed in the Gilby District for a short time 
until they settled in Eckville, Alberta. John was 
a mail carrier out of Eckville from 1912 to 1932. 
He delivered mail for the Alberta Government 
during the First World War, carrying mail from 
the Eckville, Gilby, and Leedale districts. This 
was a distance of 30 miles. Many funny incidents 
occurred during this time. One time one of the 
horses balked and lay.down when John hooked 
them up. It took him a good half hour to get the 
horse up. Incidentally, this horse turned out to be 
the best one of the bunch because he never 
stopped once he got going. 

In 1924, John Kemila built his first truck 
which was just a frame to which he added a box. 
‘This replaced the horses which he had used to 
haul freight to the Gilby, Lockhart and Leedale 
districts. John Kemila was known to be a jovial 
character. He was also the sheriff in Eckville for 
many years. 

In 1932, John started a livery stable and a gar- 
age where it doubled as a supply house for cof- 
fins and funeral supplies. While John had the 
garage, he and a neighbor, Charlie Gustavson, 
built what was known then as a snowmobile car. 
Actually what it was, was a car mounted on a 
type of ski runners and powered by an engine 
with a prop in front of it. This machine was used. 
as transportation for Dr. Sommerville for 
travelling across the fields to take care of his 
patients. It is understood that this machine is in 
the museum at Wetaskiwin, John Kemila passed 
away on December 4, 1958. 

John and Elizabeth Kemila had five children, 
























Seni Selma, Jon, Elmer, and Emil Keil 


Senia, Selma, John, Elmer and Emil. Senia was 
the first child born on July 20, 1908, Senia was 
married to the late George Mattson. George was 
a mechanic in Sylvan Lake in 1941 until moving 
to Condor where he farmed. Later he purchased 
another farm in Sylvan Lake. George Mattson 
died in 1963. Senia and George had two children, 
Walter and Viola. Senia lived in Sylvan Lake un- 
til she died in March of 1975, 

Walter Mattson now resides in Red Deer, 
Alberta with his wife Jeanette. Walter and 
Jeanette had four children, Garth, Brian, Susan, 
and Janice. Garth died in 1957 ‘at the’ age of 
seven. Brian married Donna (Horsley), and they 
have a son Shane born to them in 197 

Viola married Frank Reese, and they have 
one son Micheal. They reside 'in Costa Mesa, 
California, 

Selma was the second child born, September 
20, 1909. Selma was married to the late Ed Koski, 
‘They had three children, Ethel, Helen, and 
Edward. Selma now resides in Edmonton. 

‘Their third child was John, he was born on 
May 11, 1911. He was known in the district for a 
good many years as a trucker and a welder. Lit- 
tle John was considered a humorous fellow. Lit- 
tle John was the first man to have a truck 
‘equipped with a P.T.0. for loading grain. 

John married Lily (Lindequist) and they had 
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two children, Irene and Jean. Irene is now li 
in Port Arthur, Ontario and Jean is in Van- 
couver, B.C. Little John passed away on April 21, 
1961. 

Elmer was the fourth child of John and 
Elizabeth Kemila, Elmer was born on November 
15, 1912, and died on January 7, 1925, at the early 
lage of 12. Cause of death is not known, 

“Their fifth child, Emil, has also passed away, 
leaving his wife, Ella and five children, Elmer, 
Sylvia, Clara, Clifford and Beverly. There were 
also five grandchildren. Emil passed away on 
May 9, 1968, 








KENDREW, ROY AND LIZ — (as told by Roy) 

My parents emigrated from England to the 
Eastern United States in 1886, 10 years later 
arriving in Red Deer, Alberta. T was born in a 
small red house on Michener Hill in Red Deer. A 
few years later we moved to Edwell, east of Red 
Deer where I put in my first year of school; from 
there we were transferred to Willowdale, an ad- 
jolning school district where I finished my Grade 
8 





" after school I spent several years on the home 
farm, then took off on my own, working on 


13 


several local farms and later in construction. I 
worked for Charlie Ross who was foreman for 
the Mutual Telephone Company at the time, and 
for numerous other construction companies. 

In 1937 I married Elizabeth Holland of ‘the 
‘Tom Holland family; she was born in England in 
1918. They came from England to Canada in 1924 
and to the Leslieville district in 1930. 

I continued farming, doing construction jobs 
whenever possible; we put in a year in the 
Stettler area and then back to Red Deer. 

In 1941, our son Keith was born while we were 
renting a farm in the Shady Nook area a few 
miles west of Red Deer. 

In 1943, our daughter Shella was born, We 
were on the Bob Cruickshank farm while Bob 
was serving overseas in the Second World War. 

In 1944, we purchased the Springvale Manse 
and acreage where we resided for a couple of 
years, working on local farms and in construc- 
ion. 

In 1946, we purchased a farm in the Marker- 
ville district — SE-27-37-2-W5, where we farmed 
till the winter of 1959 and 60. We then sold out and 
moved to Eckville. Here my wife worked at the 
Eckville Hospital for over 18 years. I put in three 
years as “butter maker” at the Eckville 
Creamery — two years as “nightman”’ at the 
Eckville Hotel — then worked at the Eckville 
Hospital from 1965 till 1975. After leaving the 
hospital we retired and are living at home in 

Eckville. 

Our son Keith was married to Maureen 
Carroll and had two children, Shauna and Ryan. 
Keith and Maureen were divorced and went thelr 
separate ways. 

Keith is now married to Lillian Barbus and 
they reside in Rimbey. Their family consists of 

Colin and Jason. 

‘Our daughter Sheila is married to Lyal 
Johnston of Rimbey; they have three children, 
Norma, Angela and Wesley. 

Added notes by hospital patients; — 

1. “During the 10 years Roy and Lizzie 
worked at the Eckville Hospital I'm sure most 
patients will remember the visits they made to 
patients. My, how it brightened their stay in 
hospital. Roy always had a joke for everyone 
which made their stay seem Shorter. Lizzie did 
many things to cheer up patients, but never 
wanied to take credit for such as doing many a 
Janitor job, nurse maid or what have you. Many 
of us who spent time in hospital, especially long 
periods of flme will be forever grateful to Roy 
and Lizzie,” 

2... . “After many stays in hospital, some of 
my pleasant memories were Roy's cheery light 
whistle and infectious laughter in passing our 
rooms, and his genuinely interested friendly 
visits. When I was on special diet I remember Liz 
smiling at my door, “What would you like to eat 
to-day”? It made you feel like nothing was too 
much trouble — and that’s a good feeling when 
you're sick!” 





























KENNEDY, BOB AND OLIVAH (MAC) 

Bob and i were married In Hanna and moved 
to Eckville in 1936. Robert was then two years old 
and Barry was born in 1937. Bob passed away in 
October, 1946. I was working in the Co-op Store. 





Bob and Olvah Kennedy 


Our house burned down in 1941 and we then 
lived over Ferris’ store before buying the house 
next to Emma Lutz. 

Robert spent five years in the Air Force, then 
married Margaret in the East. He has lived in 
Montreal for 15 or 16 years. They have three 
children — Robbie, 16 years; Joanne, 12 years; 
and Gail 9 years. He works in a rug business 
where he has been for the past six years. 

Barry and Roseann live in Prince George, 
B.C. Barry works for the Northwest Paving, 
where he has been employed for many years, 
‘They have three children. Wendal is 14, Jan 13, 
and Debbie is 10 years old 

We left Rockyford, where I worked for the 
Alberta Government Telephones from 1950 to 
1955, and then liyed in Prince George, where I 
worked for the Co-op for one year. After this 
married Charles ‘Thompson and we moved to the 
Okanagan in 1957. We have lived in Kelowna for 
four and one-half years. 

‘Mom and Dad lived on the old Weeks place 
and later moved Into town at the railroad. Dad 
passed away in Eckville in 1946 and Mom passed 
away in Kelowna in 1966. 





KENNEDY, MRS. J. (nee Barlund) 

T, Mandy Caroline Barlund born on April 15, 
1916 in Eckville, Alberta, Canada, I went to 
Bluebell School, Eckville High School and Gar- 
butt Business College in Calgary. I then went to 
work in North Vancouver, British Columbia. In 
1940 I moved to Seattle, Washington where I now 
















‘Carolyn (Barlund) Kennedy and J. Kennedy 


reside. On May 8, 1943 I married Jesse G. 
Kennedy Jr. We have four children, Carolyn 
Lilacy, Sandra Marie, Kathrya Barlund and 
Jesse G. Kennedy THI, 

Here are a few incidents which I recall: When 
my mother went into labor with my younger 
sister Ellen, my brother ran about one and one 
half miles to a neighbor and told her that mother 
was about to have the baby and would she come 
to take care of mother as had been arranged 
beforehand. The neighbor lady said, “‘No, I'm 
sorry T can’t come because Pa is going hunting 
with Oswald O. Forhan and I have to patch his 
pants."” Henry ran back home and then he and 
my sister Ina ran to Eckville to see if they could 
get any help. They stopped at the John Kemillas, 
Mrs. Kemilla had company but she left them and 
rushed with Henry and Ina to come and be a 
midwife for mother and just in time, What a 
traumatic experience that must have been for 
two young children, 

Iwas five years old when I went on our first 
camping trip with my mother and dad, Ernest 
and Ellen. We went to the northwest shore of 

sylvan Lake in a wagon. We got there in the 
afternoon and Dad went fishing and caught 
several pike. He put the fish and some potatoes 
to cook in the coals of the campfire. We were 
sure that Dad would ruin all that beautiful fish in 
the coals. Mother prepared the rest of the meal. 
What a dinner! I have never since had such 
delicious fish. For the night we all bedded down 
in the wagon box. The next morning we woke up 
to one of those truly beautiful Alberta sunny 
days. Ina arrived on horseback. She had had to 
stay at home to do the chores, milk cows, feed 
and water cattle. Dad went fishing again and 
when he had his catch we all played out in the 
water then Dad swam out a long ways and yelled 
“Goodbye” then disappeared under the water. 
We children drew in our breaths because we 
thought he had drowned when up-he popped 
several yards from where he had disappeared, 
He did this several times. It was the first time I 
had seen anyone swim under water. In the after: 
noon we went blueberry picking. Nothing can 














compare in flavor to the Alberta low bush 
blueberry. When we started dinner a huge black 
cloud appeared in the sky. We had barely 
finished when the sky seemed to rip open with 
lightning and the thunder was deafening. Tt 
started to rain so we rushed to a nearby 
farmhouse and they were so gracious and took us 
in for the night. I suppose I remember this picnic 
so well because everyone in the family had such 
@ happy time! 

‘The Indians always fascinated me. My dad 
hired some of them to help him clear some land. 
Mother gave them milk and eggs and bread 
After that, every summer long wagonloads of In- 
ddians came to our place for a handout. They had 
found out that mother was an “easy touch”. I 
remember seeing the Indians camped by the 
Horseguard river. T hated to see their hobbled 
horses. Ifelt so sorry for the horses. After the In- 
dians left we'd go to their campsite and we'd see 
the framework of their steam baths. One Sunday 
many young Indian men came to our place to 
show us how far they could shoot their arrows, 
‘The height and distance was incredible. I always 
wondered where they spent their winters 
because they had so few possessions and the 
winters were so harsh. 

Although money was so scarce in the 1920's 
we created our own entertainment: softball, 
baseball, swimming, skling, skating and dances. 
We had a lot of fun’and there are many happy 
memories. 


KERCH, JOE, ERNIE AND DOLLY 

Sometime during the first World War, Joe and 
Ernie Kerch arrived in the Eckville area. They 
lived on several farms, finally settling on the E14 
8.39-3-W5. A sister, Dolly and her husband Jack 
Bromling arrived’a little later and established 
themselves on the now Cunningham farm. About 
1918 another brother Levi, drove a four mule 
team and wagon loaded with machinery from 
Minnesota, to join his brothers. A home and 
other buildings were readied for the arrival of 
their parents, John and Ann Kerch and a fourth 
brother, Ervin. 

Working as a family they were soon farming 





Jack and Dolly (Kerc) Broming. 
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several quarters, had a good herd of Hereford 
cattle, some excellent hogs, a well-drilling outtit, 
a steam engine and threshing machine. They did 
thelr own carpentry and mechanical work. 
Detailed information was kept on each of the 1000 
wells drilled, such as depth, quantity and quality 
of water obtained, 

Jack Bromling was Searle elevator man for 
years in Eckville. The elder Kerch’s passed on in 
the 1930's. 

‘The brothers continued to farm till 1943, when 
a farm sale was held. Fred Moos bought the well 
Grilling outfit and Alfred Molander still has the 
1916 threshing machine, which is still in very 
good condition, 

After thelr sale the brothers and Dolly and 
Jack Bromling moved to Corning, California, 
U.S.A. Ernie and Joe, though up in years, still 
reside there, the others having passed on. 


KERKKANEN, LEMPI AND SIMON 

Lempi and Simon Kerkkanen were married in 
Butte, Montana in 1907 after having come from 
Finland some years before. In 1911, with their 
daughter Lillian, they moved to homestead in the 
Withrow district. For a few years Simon worked 
in the copper mines in Butte to supplement the 
income needed on the homestead. In 1912 they 
moved to thelr quarter section three miles 
northeast of Eckville, living in a small one- 
roomed home which they later converted into a 
chicken house. They moved the house from the 
homestead to their farm, and added on to it in 
1927-28, At this time their daughter was married, 
and they took Agnes and William, a niece and 
nephew of Mrs. Kerkkanen, into their home. 
William, however, died in 1934 at the age of 21. 
Mr. Kerkkanen died on June 2, 1936, being 
caused by injuries received in an auto collision. 

Lempi remarried in 1939 to Verner Junnila, 
and together they continued to farm until 1956. At 
this time they retired to Eckville, but in 1959 
Verner passed away after a lengthy Illness. 

In 1961 Lempi was married again and moved 
to Rainier, Washington. After her third husband, 
‘Tony Kalla, passed away in 1965, she moved to 
Ladysmith, B.C., where she passed away in 
February of 1968. Lempi was buried in the 
Eckville Cemetery in the family plot there. 


THE IKE KAILA FAMILY — by Shirley 
McPhee, a Daughter 

Ike and Irene Kaila moved to Eckville in 1927, 
and lived in a house belonging to Mrs. Langer's 
father. Ike was a clerk in the Co-op Store, which 
was located where the J & K Foods store is now. 
‘They bought Umari’s old house, and their first 
daughter, Alice, was born here in September, 
1929, delivered by Dr. Sommerville. Their sec- 
ond daughter, Shirley, was born in the Bentley 
hospital in June, 1934, delivered by Dr. Henry. In 
1939 Ike and Irene bought the old Odd Fellows 
Hall and renovated it, and lived there. When the 
new Co-op was built, Ike worked there, replacing 
Oswald Umari as manager, when Oswald retired 




















years later they moved into their 
new house, which was built next to the ball park. 

Movies were shown once a week in the 
Eckville Hall by Mr. Watkiss from Sylvan Lake, 
Tke purchased this business and in 1947 opened 
the Ecko Theatre, in a building owned by Ernest 
Jackson. It is still in its present location. About 
the same time, Ike purchased the local Chinese 
Cafe from “Happy”, renovated it, and it became 
a popular eating spot 

‘Under Ike's management, the Co-op grew 
from a small general store to one that had large 
individual departments, Including groceries, 
meats and cold storage, drygoods, hardware, 
lumber, service station, gas and olls, machinery 
and a lunch-counter. 

Ike was very active in community affairs. He 
was a charter member and president of the Lions 
Club, a member of the Recreation Association, 
was instrumental in the formation of the Credit 
Union, managed the local baseball team in the 
late 1940's “(when Eckville’s team was 
recognized throughout Alberta), was chairman 
of the schoolboard that got the high school back 
to Eckville, and managed the hockey team at 
various times, usually with Uno Krintilla as his, 
right-hand man. Both Ike and Irene were ardent 
curlers. 

Ike, Irene and Shirley moved to Red Deer in 

1950. In 1956 Ike and Irene moved to Edmonton, 
where, in 1960 Ike suffered a stroke. He con’ 
inued’ in poor health until he passed away on 
July 22, 1976, but he always managed to maintain 
his zest for living. Irene still lives in Edmonton, 
and enjoys good health. 

Alice married W. G. (Bill) Hawkins, who ran 
the U.G.G. elevator in Kootuk in 1949, Ther older 
son, James, was born in Eckville in 1950, 
delivered by Dr. Coppock. Alice, being a talented 
planist, played for many dances, social events 
and funerals In Eckville and the surrounding 
area, Alice and Bill left Eckville in 1951 when Bill 
joined the R.C.A.F. They now live in Richmond, 
B.C. They have four children James, who 
received hls Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering, is 
married and lives in Calgary. He is employed by 
Imperial Oil. Bradley lives in Ottawa, where he 
is employed by a consulting engineer. 
Katherine is employed In Richmond, and 

berly is still in school. 

Shirley received her certification as an X-ray 
technictan while working at Parson's Clinic in 
Red Deer, and received her B.S. Degree in 
medical technology from the University of 
Alberta. She married Donald James McPhee 
from Red Deer, and they now reside out of St 
Albert, They have two sons, Gregory, who is 
attending U. of A. in the faculty of mechanical 
engineering, and Gary, who has just completed 
high school. 


























KILLICK, J. H. AND FAMILY 
Mr. J. H. Killick came to Canada from 
England in 1899 and in 1900 took up land in the 















Pine Lake district. Not liking the cold winter, he 
returned to England (the fare from Red Deer to 
London was $65 at that time), but was back in 
Canada by the fall of 1902. 

At that time Evarts was a busy place, serving 
the whole area, and especially the immense dis. 
trict west to the Saskatchewan River. Mr. Killick 
chose Evarts as the place to start a store in 1903, 

He married Miss Ada Belle Brown in 1906. She 
had come from Nova Scotia in 1906 and was 
teaching in Evarts. In 1905 she was the first 
teacher in the Bluebell School, built in 1905, west 
of Evarts. In 1905 Mr. Killick established a store 
on the Medicine River, two miles north of the 
present town of Eckville, He successfully applied 
for a post office for the area, and it must be given 
a name. Because he was leasing land from a Mr. 
Eckford, he called the post office “Eckville” — 
which is how Eckville got its name, 

In 1907 he sold this Eckville store to a Belgian, 
Mr. Bruynserade, and moved back to Evarts, 
where he bought the hotel from Mr. Bob 
Lawrence. For a time he operated the hotel, a 
store and the post office, but Alf Milward bought 
the hotel in 1911. 

In 1908 Harold, the eldest son, was born in Red 
Deer with Dr. Richard Parsons in attendance. 
Bernard, the second son, was born in January, 
1810, and Gordon was born in 1912. 

In the spring of 1912 Mr. Killick disposed of all. 
his holdings in Evarts and went west across the 
Saskatchewan River to a homestead about two 
miles west of the historical site. The raflroad was 
being built, and he obtained a contract to supply 
them with groceries from the store he started, 
‘The construction of the bridge over the 
Saskatchewan River was a tremendous under. 
taking because the dirt for the large grades was 
put there by teams of horses or mules using 
Eresnoes. 

Business was very brisk at that time. In addi- 
tion to the railroad business many settlers were 
moving in, and Indians were bringing thelr furs 



































from as far west as the Kootenay Plains. They 
came down the Saskatchewan River in canoes. 

Vera, their first daughter, was born at this 
trading post. In 1913 they moved across the river 
to the new townsite of Rocky Mountain House, 
which had just been established on the 
homestead of J. H. Bertrand, Here Marjorie, the 
youngest daughter, was born, 

Affectionately known as “Jack”, Mr. Killick 
became a sort of legend in Rocky Mountain 
House. Many needing it asked for, and received, 
help from him both in advice and in credit so 
they could get a start. The business grew and 
prospered until five stores were in operation. In 
1959 the Hudson’s Bay Company bought the store 
‘and Mr. and Mrs. Killick retired, 

(On October 28, 1969 Mrs. Killick passed away 
and on May 26, 1973 Mr. Killick passed on. He, 
and of course Mrs. Killick, will always be 
remembered in Evarts, Eckville and Rocky 
‘Mountain House. They helped build this country. 
His good counsel and sound advice was eagerly 
sought by newcomers. It was through his 
generosity and sympathy that many settlers in 
this area remained and eventually prospered. 

Harold Killick was born in 1908 in Red Deer on 
April 29, 1905. He started school in Rocky Moun: 
lain House, where Mrs. Sadie Durnford was the 
teacher. He was married in 1938 to Rakel Edin of 
Asker. They had two boys, Jack and Ronald. 
Jack is presently president of Oilex Industries, 
while Ron is manager of Turbo Resources for 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Harold later 
became a druggist and operated successful drug 
stores in Rocky Mountain House, Olds, Three 
Hills and Stettler. He is now retired and living on 
his farm 10 miles southwest of Rocky Mountain 
House, having sold his Stettler drug store in 1971. 

Bernard Killick was born in Evarts on April 
29, 1910. He started school with Harold. He took a 
business education course and was a 
bookkeeper. He married the matron of the 
hospital in Rocky Mountain House, Miss Irene 
McRae. Their two children are Jim and 
‘Maureen. Jim is in charge of a M.S. institution in 
Saanich, B.C. Maureen is No. 1 for Time Air in 
Calgary. 

Gordon Killick was born in 1912 while his 
parents were living in Evarts. He started school 
in Rocky Mountain House, and went on to the U. 
of A., graduating in Geology. He worked with ofl 
drilling companies untii his retirement in 
Calgary. He married Elsie Bradshaw, and they 
had a son, John. John is now a very influential 
‘man with Brascan in Calgary. Elsie and Gordon 
have adopted three children — Margaret, Bruce 
and Doreen — a great credit to them. 

Vera Killick, Ada and Jack's eldest daughter, 
was born on "Tom Gray's homestead. She 
married Dan Elliott, now deceased. Dan was 
licket agent for the CPR in Edmonton, Calgary, 
Ottawa and Banff, 

Marjorie Killick stayed single, and after 
years of successfully managing our ladies’ dry 








goods department, bought her own store in 
Jasper. She eventually sold this store after years 
of successfully operating it, and retired to 
Gabriola Island, near Nanaimo, B.C. 


THE FAMILY PIANO — by Mrs. N. Watson 

In the year 1907 Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Killick 
purchased a Gourley piano from Brumpton’s 
Store in Red Deer, the salesman being Joseph 
Wright. The piano was moved from Red Deer to 
Eckville by wagon and team, where Mr. Killick 
had just opened the first post office. 

‘The next move for the piano was to Evarts, 
where Mr. Killick had just bought a hotel, paying 
for it with horses. The business and post office in 
Eckville was sold to a relative of Charles Snell of 
Red Deer 

‘The plano remained in Evarts for four years, 
1908 to 1912, when it was moved to the Tora Gray 
place west of the Saskatchewan River at Rocky 
Mountain House, where Mr. Killick had a few 
months previously opened a new store. The next 
move was to Rocky Mountain House when Mr. 
Killick moved his store from west of the river to 
the present townsite of Rocky Mountain House in 
1914. Here it remained until 1921, although it was 
moved into three different residences in the 
town, 

Mr. Killick sold his business in Rocky Moun. 
tain House to Mr. Seth Witton and moved his 
family to Victoria in the summer of 1921, again 
moving the piano with them. 

Although in 1928 Mr. Killick again went into 
business in Rocky Mountain Mouse, Mrs. Killick 
and the children took up residence in Edmonton 
so that the children could finish school, and this 
time the plano was moved to Edmonton, where it 
remained until 1934, then being brought back to 
Rocky Mountain House, 

Once again, in 1971, it has been moved to 
Kelowna to the home of Mrs. Vera Elliott, the 
second eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Killick. 

‘The piano was originally bought for ap: 
proximately $60 to $120, and, for all its travels it 
still looks and sounds like new. Not a scratch on 
its polished mahogony surface! 








KINGSEP, LEONARD — HIETALA FAMILY — 
by Violet E. Himmelreich (Kingsep) 

My father’s life began in Warroo, Estonia, on 
the Baltic Sea on the second of May, 1892. The 
family decided to emigrate to Canada, so my 
grandfather, Christian Kingsep came and took 
out a homestead near Sylvan Lake. Four years 
later the family came to Red Deer, where my 
grandfather was doing construction work, help 
ing to build the Alberta Hotel in Red Deer. My 
dad, Leonard Kingsep, came out with his uncle a 
year ahead of the rest of the family. They came 
by boat to Montreal and landed on Canadian soll 
on September 15, 1898. They came by train from 
Montreal to Red Deer. To get out to their 
homestead they had a slow journey by wagon 
and a team of oxen. My dad had two younger 











brothers, Eustace and Kenneth, and two older 
sisters, Helma and Lillian. The only available 
schooling was at the nearby Norma School, 
which was opened when enough settlers had 
come into the area. They attended school 
whenever there was time from farm duties, Dad 
says that they got more education from ex- 
perience than they ever got from attending 
School, 

‘My grandfather, Christian, was a sailor and a 
wanderer, so, after moving his family to Canada, 
he left to seek his fortune elsewhere, and Grand: 
mother Tina was left to raise her brood the best 
way that she could. She lived on the homestead 
all the rest of her life, and lived to be well past 
elghty years of age. 

‘Times in the beginning were very hard with 
not much to eat and no money available for 
necessary machinery and livestock. Land had to 
be cleared and cultivated before there could be a 
crop or even a garden. Although homestead land 
was cheap and even free in some cases, it had to 
be improved, cleared and fenced before you 
could own ‘it, according to government 
regulations. Dad told me that they even made 
their own ‘crude shoes from cowhide, They 
farmed with oxen instead of horses. 

By the time Dad was 21 the first worla War 
was brewing. His two brothers served in the ar- 
my. Eustace went to France and Kenneth went 
into the American army and was stationed In 
Panama. Dad was exempted from service 
because he was needed on the farm. It was at this 
stage of his life that my mother entered the pic. 
ture. 

My mother was born, Euphemia Hietala, in 
Butte, Montana on September 16, 1895, Mom’s 
folks had come from Finland just after their 
marriage (leaving all of the relatives behind.) 
‘They settled in Butte where my grandfather, 
Frank Hietala, went to work in the copper mines, 
Copper dust proved to be very injurious to the 
lungs and my grandfather knew that he was 
developing the dreaded miner’s consumption, 
which afflicted almost anyone who worked in the 
mines for any length of time. 

Grandfather decided that it would be a 
healthier life to move to Canada so he emigrated 
to the area west of Sylvan Lake, Quite a few Fin- 
nish families moved into the same area, a 
number of them also coming from Butte, Mon- 
tana. There developed such a solid little com- 
munity of Finns that my grandmother, Emma, 
never found it necessary to learn to speak 
English although she lived to be well past eighty 
years of age 

Grandfather Frank did not live very long 
after getting his family established on the farm, 
so his wife and children had to make the best of 
building a new life in a new land. My mother and 
Uncle Henry were the eldest children. There 
were two otiter sisters — Emma (Cunningham) 
and Vie (Pitkanen) and a younger brother, Alex, 
who died when he was 21. In the beginning the 














family lived in a two-story frame house and 
farmed with oxen. 

My mother had never lived in the country 
before. She had never seen grass anywhere e: 
cept in a city park, with signs saying “Keep off 
the grass.” She thought that the milk they ob- 
tained in the city came from a special pump that 
the milk man had. It was a real revelation to di 
cover that cows gave milk. She remembers be- 
ing ecstatic to think that they could raise their 
own turnips. 

All the children went to a little country school 
to learn their ABC's. My mother already had had 
a few years of schooling in Butte before she came 
to Canada. The late Mr. J. M. McDonald of 
Eckville was one of their teachers. He was a 
young, handsome fellow just arrived from 
eastern Canada at that time. Although times 
were hard and money was scarce there still were 
enjoyable, memorable times, and they were 
blessed with wonderful, helpful neighbors. 

‘Their 24th of May picnic was a great annual 
event with picnic lunches, races, contests, and 
games and with a dance in'the community hall in 
the evening. There were always enough 
musicians in the area for a pick-up orchestra, 
Everyone attended, from the wee babies to 
grandma. All the young ladies turned out in their 
best home-made dresses with bows in their hair, 
and wearing high button boots. 

It was on one of these occasions that my 
mother and dad met, which led to their marriage 
on December 6, 1917. The war was still on in 
Europe and times were becoming a little better 
for people on the homesteads. My dad and 
mother rented a farm south-east of Eckville and 
set up housekeeping. In those days no one had 
very much when they began their married life, 
but that was of very little consequence. My 
brother Ralph was the first addition to their 
family, followed by Ivan, and I was number 
three. 

‘When I was a baby the price of wheat went up 
to three dollars a bushel and my father was able 
to buy his first car. We lived In a big two-story 
log house and my faint recollections of those 
days are mostly happy ones. The setting for that 
log house was a pretty place with lots of natural 
trees on the banks of the Medicine River. For 
years Mother had to carry water up the steep 
bank of the river to the house. 

Tremember Mother doing her washing on the 
river bank on the nice days of summer in order to 
save some of the hard work of carrying water. 
She would build a fire under her bolier and heat 
water and wash her clothes by hand in a wash 
tub with a wash board and home-made soap. 
‘Then they were hung to dry on twine lines tied 
from tree to tree on the river bank. My brothers 
and I would play about in the trees while she did 
her washing. My brother Ivan fell into the river 
one day and Mom had to jump in and rescue him 
in water that was almost up to her neck. One of 
my early fears was of the bats that used to fly in 




















and out of our attic as it began to get dark in the 
evenings. 

‘Mother always had a lot of flowers planted 
around the house and she raised a big garden. 
We always went picking wild berries in the 
summertime, and there was always a contest to 
see who would be first to get his pail filled with 
the wild raspberries, strawberries, saskatoons, 
or blueberries. Some years we even found wild 
hazel nuts in the woods. 

In the spring Dad alway put a net in the river 
as soon as the ice was gone and he caught a lot of 
suckers and pike. Mom made the best fish mul- 
ligan I have ever tasted out of fish, milk, 
potatoes, and onions. We lived almost entirely off 
the land so had ttle need for stores. Our clothes 
were all home made from whatever material or 
yarn we could afford. Times may have been 
hard, but life to me seemed good and the 
summers long and sunny. Families and friends 
visited a lot and it was always exciting to have 
company. 

On Saturday nights we alway went to Grand. 

‘mother Hietala’s place for a Sauna (steam bath) 
and there was always coffee and cake afterward, 
along with lots of visiting. The sauna was a 
wonderful invention which was found at every 
Finn homestead. Grandmother's bath house was 
built of logs. There was a dressing room and a 
steam room. In the steam and wash room there 
was a stove built out of a large drum. An 
enclosure around the drum held lots of fairly 
large rocks to absorb the heat when the fire was 
on. My Uncle Henry would build the fire in the 
morning and keep it stoked up all day to heat the 
rocks. We would have pans of water and soap to 
wash with and then we poured water on the rocks 
to create steam. Grandmother made willow 
switches which you could beat yourself with to 
Improve your circulation, After sitting in the hot 
steam for as long as you thought you could stand 
it, the next thing to’do would be to splash cold 
Water all over yourself to cool off enough to get 
dry. After getting dressed and stepping out into 
the cool night, remember it made me feel like a 
million doliars. 
Ve had another little brother added to our 
family while we lived in the big house by the 
river, but he was so tiny that he lived for only a 
few days. He was born at home, and of course 
there were no incubators to be had in those days. 
Even though I was very young I still remember 
those sad days very vividly. 

‘The year before'I started to school we moved 
to the farm just north of Eckville, For me school 
days were the best days of my life. Although my 
brothers did not especially like school, I loved it, 
and could hardly wait until vacation was over so 
Teould go back and start another term in a new 
grade. My teacher for grades one, two and three 
was Miss Gladys Jones; then T had Miss Byers 
and Miss Craig through grades four, five, and 
six. For junior high I was in Mr. Baldwin's room 
— after having had lady teachers it was a bit 
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y to have a man teacher. In high school I had 
Mr. Scott and Mr. Lewis and my best teacher, 
(and a real gem), was Mrs. Westergard. One of 
my favorite memorles Is of our great basketball 
team and our outdoor basketball court, as we 
had no gymnasium. Softball games and track 
meets were fun, t00. 

Every fall af our school fair we could exhibit 
our vegetables that we had grown during the 
summer. On one occasion I dug up a whole row of 
carrots just to get six that were exactly allke. We 
made pressed weed and wildflower collections 
and caught and mounted butterflies and insects, 
Our best artwork, maps and penmanship were 
handed in for competition. We led calves and 
colts in front of the judges and brought pens of 
chickens and ducks and rabbits and pigs. There 

rere classes for cooking and canning and sew- 
ing. For me all this was a serious business 
because money was given as the prizes, and 
sometimes this was the only spending money I 
could count on having in a whole year. 

Among the pleasant and indelible memories 
of my childhood were the days of harvest in the 
fall. The threshing crews were huge when they 
had steam threshers. There was always a feeling 
of excitement when the bundle haulers and the 
big machine moved into our field and started to 
work. Mother always had extra women 
(neighbors or sisters) over to help feed the men. 
The place was like a huge bakery to me with ali 
the pies, buns and bread baking. There were 
large pots of potatoes and vegetables, roasts and 
gravy, and homemade pickles. 

A long table was set with a white olleloth 
cover, and homemade benches were used to seat 
all {Lose hungry men, We always had tin basins 
and large cream cans of warm water placed out- 
side the door for the men to wash before each 
meal. There was always lots of practical joking 
and laughter along with all the work, and 
everyone seemed to enjoy it all, in spite of the 
hard work for both men and women. Everyone 
was up before daybreak. Huge breakfasts were 
prepared by the women while the men fed, 
Watered and harnessed their horses. I was 
allowed to go out to the threshing machine when 
the ladies took coffee and hot rolls out to the men 
for a mid-morning and a mid-afternoon lunch. 

Christmas was special in those days, even 
though it was usually a simple and homey occa- 
sion with relatives usually being invited for 
dinner. Christmas concerts were very important 
with Santa arriving to give out treats after the 
stage program. All the children took part in the 
concert of singing, recitations, drils and stage 
play 

My mother was the heart and soul of our fami- 
ly. Through the years she kept in contact with all 
the relatives, near and far, by writing lots and 
lots of letters and by sewing, knitting, or 
crocheting litte gifts for them. 

‘We enjoyed swimming in the river when the 
days were warm in summer and skated for miles 


























up and down the river in winter when the ice was 
good. Every winter my dad and some of his 
friends went fishing to Buck Lake right after the 
New Year. They fished with nets through the ice. 
The fish they brought home were very good 
eating. Mother canned or smoked many of them. 
Although there were no deep freezes in those 
days we froze the fish into a big snow bank by 
digging out a big hole then putting the fish in it 
and pouring water over them. We chopped them 
out in chunks with an axe as we needed them to 

Another necessary project on farms was put- 
fing up a supply of wood before winter set in, 
‘This involved falling the trees and hauling them. 
in, Then they had to be sawed into blocks for the 
heater and some of the blocks split into smaller 
pieces to be used in the kitchen stove. This 
needed to be done early in the season because the 
Wood did not burn well unless it had some time to 
dry out before being used. It was the duty of my 
brothers and me to pile the wood into a long row 
against a fence after it was split, and then during 
the winter it was our regular chore to keep the 
woodbox in the back shed filled with wood, 

Mother and Dad lived on their farm near 
Eckville until 1966. In the spring of that year they 
sold the farm and retired to Summerland, B.C. 
‘Mother's health had failed by this time but they 
enjoyed the milder winters and especially en. 
joyed having fruit trees, roses and 
chrysanthemums in their back yard 

Ralph has spent most of his adult life in B.C, 
near the coast, felling trees for the lumber in- 
dustry. His eldest son, Ellis, lives in Los Angeles, 
while Lenny, Mark, and daughter Laura live in 
Port Coquitlam. 

Ivan first went north when the Alaska 
Highway was being built. His work was to haul 
fuel for the outfits working on the project. He 
lived most of the time at Fort St. John, until his 
death in June, 1971. His son, Leslie and famil 
live at Fort St, John, but his two daughters, 
Diane and Shelley, now live in Alberta, 

After finishing’ high school I took’ teacher 
training in Edmonton and have spent 14 years as 
a classroom teacher, mostly at the grade one 
level. During the war I worked in the Colonel 
Belcher Hospital in Calgary as a typist and office 
clerk in the Outpatient Clinic. I married Robert 
Himmelreich in 1946 and we have two children, 
Our daughter, Sherrill, is married and lives in 
Lethbridge. Her daughter, Danielle is our first 
grandchild. Our son, Keith, lives in Calgary. 

‘Mother passed away in’ Summerland on the 
12th of July, 1969, in her 74th year. Dad returned 
to Eckville in April, 1976 and passed away on the 
10th of November, 1976, at the age of 84. 








KINGSEP, LOUISE TIPMAN (MOTTUS) — by 
Louise Kingsep 

Mr. and Mrs. Magnus Tipman and fami 
four sailed from Russia in 1902 to begin a new life 
in Canda. The trip took two weeks on an old ship, 














which included three days in very dense fog. 
After landing in Eastern Canada we took a train 
to Red Deer and then by horses and wagon to 
Sylvan Lake, where several Estonian families 
had already settled. For two years we lived with 
an aunt and uncle, and dad worked in a lumber 
mill in Red Deer at the going wage of one dollar 
and fifty cents a day. 

In September of 1904 we moved to our 
homestead in the Stettler area where Dad had 
built a large one-room cabin with a dirt floor and 
dirt roof. All of our belongings were loaded into a 
covered wagon which was pulled by two oxen — 
named Eric and Billy. We had a cow and bull tied 
to the wagon and a dozen chickens in a crate. Our 
trip was quite uneventful until we had to cross a 
creek. The wagon was too heavily loaded to use 
the bridge, so we forded the creek. Halfway 
across Eri¢ decided to lay down and cool off, as it 
was a very warm day. However, the spot he 
picked was quite unsuitable as his head couldn't 
be kept out of the water. So eight-year-old John 
went fo the rescue by crawling out on the tongue 
of the wagon and, taking hold of the reins, could 
pull Eric's head up. No amount of coaxing or 
swearing could get that ox up until he was quite 
ready to do so himself. During all this exclte- 
ment Billy quietly stood by and chewed his cud. 

We arrived at our destination after three days 
of travel and settled into our cabin. It was fur- 
nished with a home-made stove made of rock and 
clay with a cast iron top. Beds were made with 
rails and straw-filled mattresses. The fireplace 
was used to bake bread, which was wrapped in 
cabbage leaves until we acquired bread pans to 
bake it in, As we had no outbuildings at this time, 
the chickens were kept in the cabin, fenced in un- 
der the bed. They kept us in eggs all winter, and 
there was no sleeping in as the rooster crowed 
regularly at day break. 

‘After Dad had made sure we were settled in 
for the winter he returned to his work at the 
lumber mill in Red Deer. Mother and brothers, 
John and Mike, and myself, Louise, put up the 
hay, which was cut by hand, loaded onto a home- 
made willow stoneboat and pulled over to the 
cabin by the bull who was harness broke. In the 
spring Dad cultivated five acres of land with the 
aid of the oxen and seeded it to a mixture of 
barley, oats and rye. We also had a small plot for 
a garden. In the fall this crop was cut and 
threshed by hand. The straw was salvaged and 
used to make a siraw roof for the cabin. 

To bring in a supply of groceries for the 
winter was quite an ordeal, as the trip had to be 
made to Red Deer and took a week to complete. 
‘The bobsled was loaded with hay to feed the oxen 
and enough food to last Dad had to be packed. As 
more settlers had moved into the area, each one 
was called on and a list of supplies taken from 
each and delivered on his return. The years 
passed and improvements were made in living 
and working conditions. The family grew to five 
sons and three daughters — John, Mike, Ado, 

















Ferdie, Edward, Mary, Sophie and myself. 
‘There was no school in the area until 1910 and un 
til then, Dad and Mom helped us with our 
reading. Dad taught us some German as well. 
Being a school teacher was the only occupation 
to strive for at the time, and two brothers and 
two sisters took this step. 

In 1913 Dad passed away at the early age of 49 
years, due to a threshing accident. The family 
continued farming, and eight years later, also at 
the age of 49 years, Mother died after a lengthy 
ness. Ado, Edward, Mary and Sophie became 
teachers, and John, Mike, and Ferdie carried on 
the farming, 

In 1914 T met and married Hugo Mottus and 
we moved to the Gilby district where we raised a 
family of four sons and three daughters. We had 
many hard times during the depression, as did 
everyone with a family to feed and educate, 
Hugo was very much involved with the Medicine 
Valley Calf Club, being one of the organizers. 
However, after 13 years he resigned, due to ill 
health. He raised purebred Hereford cattle. He 
was one of the first members of the Eckville Co- 
op and served as board member, in addition to 
being one of the organizers of the Credit Union, 

With his brothers Alex and Oscar Mottus ow- 
ning a threshing outfit, they travelled the district 
doing threshing for neighbors as well as for 
themselves. With a crew of twenty at times, it 
was a very busy season for us housewives — do- 
ing chores while the men were away and doing 
the cooking while they were at our place. 
Everyone pitched in and did their bit so it was 
quite an exciting week. 

With a lot of hard work and a lot of belt 
tightening we were able to give our family the 
education they desired, All seven of the children 
received their public schooling at the Medicine 
Valley School, which was three miles from our 
home. Our oldest son, Edward, became a school 
teacher and taught school for a year before going 
to the Air Force during World War II. Upon his 
discharge he furthered his education to receive 
his Ph. D. in organic chemistry. He did research 
for Monsanto in the U.S.A. for several years and 
presently is Senior Research Specialist. He 
married the former Ruby Land and they reside 
in Missouri, U.S.A. They have a family of two 
sons and a daughter 

Edna received her Grade 12 and worked in the 
creamery office, for several years, before 
marrying George LeBehan. They presently 
reside in Edmonton where George works as 
steam engineer. They have one son and one 
daughter. 

Arthur finished his grade nine, but farming 
was in his blood so he remained on the farm. He 
married the former Betty Walls and they have 
two sons and two daughters. 

After Art’s marriage Hugo and I retired to 
‘our Wood Lake quarter. We bought a log house 
and had it moved to a site overlooking the lake. 
Many good times were had there as it was an 
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ideal place for weiner roasts, skating parties, 
and family reunions. The house is still used as a 
summer cabin. 

Roy finished high school in Eckville and then 
worked for McMilian and Blodel in Edmonton. 
He married Shirley Walker and they have two 
sons and four daughters. They live in South Bur- 
naby, B.C., and presently Roy is part owner in a 
wholesale lumber company 

Sylvia finished high school in Lacombe and 
supervised Sunset School for six months. She 
married Alex Brown, who is Utilities Officer for 
LD. No. 10. They live in Rocky Mountain House, 
and have four sons. 

Amy also finished high school in Lacombe 
and then did office work until marrying Ed Zack, 
who is presently District Engineer for the 
Department of Highways at Peace River. They 
have five sons. 

Our youngest son, Dick, finished school and 
worked for International Harvester as assistant 
service supervisor for many years. He married 
the former Shirley Ceasor and they have two 
sons. They presenily reside in Innisfail and Dick 
teaches hydraulics at the Olds Agricultural 
School. 

‘Hugo passed away in November, 1955 after 
several years of ill health. I remained at Wood 
Lake for a year and then bought a little house in 
Eckville. After working and travelling for 15 
years I married Leonard Kingsep in 1970 at 

Sylvan Lake. We moved to Summerland, B.C., 

and lived there until the spring of 1976 when Len- 
nie was forced to sell his beautiful property due 
to ill health. We returned to Eckville, as Lennie 
wanted to be near old friends and his daughter 
Violet, who lives near Carstairs. Lennie was 
always ready to help his nelghbors when any 
help was needed. In November of the same year 
he passed away. 

Presently T am living in Eckville, and with 
my family, 26 grandchildren, and'14 great- 
grandchildren life is full of unexpected 
happenings. 











KORHONEN, Erkki and Annie — by Maira Moos 
and Maija Korhonen 

Erkki Korhonen and Annie Maata were both 
born in Sotkamo, Oulani, Finland in 1906, Annie 
on January 4, and Erkki on December 14. They 
sailed to Canada in March of 1928, travelling by 
train from Halifax to Toronto, stopping at 
Erkki's sister’s place. From there they boarded 
a train for Rocky Mountain House. Their first 
residence in Canada was at another of Erkki's 
sisters, Mrs. Ida Helkkinen’s farm in the Bingley 
area, That spring he assisted his brother-in-law 
on the farm and Annie moved to Nordegg where 
she’d found work at a boarding house, 

In the months to come, Erkki worked in a 
lumber camp and at various other jobs. In 1929 
Erkki purchased a quarter section in the Taimi 
district from Mr. John Jackson for $550. Only 45 
acres of this was broken. For the next year he 

















was hard at work, clearing more of his land and 
also continuing his work at the lumber camps. 

Although Annie and Erkki were each follo\ 
ing their own endeavors, they were keeping in 
touch. They were married in Sylvan Lake on 
July 10, 1930. They settled on their quarter to 
farm. The next year, with the spring came their 
first born, a son, Mauno, on June 10, 1931. The 
days passed by quickly as there was lots of hard 
work to farming. But, also, they enjoyed good 
times for the community’ people would get 
together to present plays in the local hall and, an 
occasional social evening for dancing. Their se- 
cond child, a girl, Maila, was born on September 
11, 1934, during one of the worst and earliest bliz- 
zrds they can remember. 

In March of the next year, the Korhonens sold 
their farm and packed up the children, bag and 
baggage and headed for Russia. They settled in a 
place called Petrozavodsk where Erkki was 
employed as a catskinner. Two years later, July 
10, 1937, a third child was born, a daughter, 
Matra. ‘Times were very hard in Russia at this 
time so in the spring of the following year, they 
were travelling again. They returned to their 
birth place, Sotkamo, where Erkki was 
employed at umber camps. 

‘Two years later, in 1940, Erkki was drafted 
into the Finnish Army. His enlistment lasted two 
years and he then returned home to farm. Two 
years passed and he was again called to the 
army but this time to fight. A son Eric, was born 
June 29, 1944 several weeks after Erkki had left, 
He did not see his newest son until November of 
that year when he came home. The war was 
over! 

‘The years slipped by with the good and the 
bad. Their last child was born on March 12, 1947, 
a daughter, Maija. The family had grown to a 
good size since that farm in Canada and the 
Korkonens had, thus far travelled many, many 
miles in several countries. Nevertheless, their 
itchy feet had not quite given up. In May of 1951, 
Mom, Dad and family left Finland again. We 
travelled by train, ship and car and arrived In 
Leslieville in June. Dad rented a quarter section 
north of Leslieville for approximately two years. 
In the spring of 1953, the family moved into the 
village of Eckville. 

‘The following several years brought a few 
changes with the older children leaving home. A 
gala event was the double wedding of the two 
oldest daughters on July 15, 1955. Also Dad tried 
his hand at farming for several years in the 
Eckville district. In the spring of 1959, Dad and 
‘Mom purchased a lot in the Town of Eckville. 
‘About a year later, they bought the old St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church, moved it to this lot and 
remodelled it into what is still their home. 

During the years that Anne and Erkki have 
resided in Eckville and district, they have en 
joyed the many friends they have made and the 
friendliness of the community. Both Anne and 
Erkki were employed at the Eckville Elemen- 











































‘Mr. and Mrs. Erie Korhonen and family 


tary School as janitors for many years. Erkki 
also worked as a carpenter for various residents 
and businesses in the district. The Korhonens are 
enjoying thelr retirement in fairly good health, 
‘They take great pride in their garden which Is 
their summer pass time. Annie enjoys her 
handwork and Erkki his fishing. Both are active 
members of the Friendship Club. 

‘The children are all now residing in various 
parts of the country, Mauno married Jeanine 
LeClerg from Geraldton, Ontario. They have 
three children, two sons and one daughter. 
Mauno is employed by Kimberley Clark, in the 
pulp and paper industry. 

Maila married Raymond Anderson, youngest 
son of Charles and Lillian Anderson from Sylvan 
Lake. The live in Oliver, B.C. and have six 
children, four daughters, and two sons, 

Maira married Clarence Moos, eldest son of 
Hans and Nora Moos of Eckville. They are far- 
ming northeast of town and are the parents of 
one son and one daughter. 

Eric married Teresa Bellew of Coutts, Alber- 
ta. They are residing in Coutts where Eric is self 
employed as a contract painter. They have six 
children, three sons and three daughters. They 
lost one son at the age of five months, 

Malja is residing in Edmonton where she is 
self-employed as a book-keeper. 


‘THE AUGUST B. KOSKI FAMILY — written by 
his daughter, Mrs. Josephine Halstein, of Sylvan 

‘August B. Koski was born in Kanus, Finland, 
on August 27, 1876. At the age of 17 years he came 
to the United States, where he moved from place 





Mr. and Mrs. A. B, Kosi 1900. 


to place, working in lumber camps, mines, and 
in a furniture factory. 

‘Anna Maria Hyvari was born on October 8, 
1878 and emigrated from Finland to the U.S.A. 
where she was united in marriage to August 
Koski at Hamilton, Montana, on November 16, 
1900, Through the years eleven children — four 
sons and seven daughters — were born to them, 
Two daughters, Mary and Annie, have passed 
away, as well as one son, Eddie, who died in 
March, 1977. Ida Johnson lives in Seattle, 
Washington, U.S.A.; Josephine Halstein at 
Sylvan Lake (Kuusamo); Emma Lutz at Eck- 
ville; Arthur at Eckville; Lempi Christensen 
at Eckville; William at Prince George, B.C.; 
Elsie McDonald at Cloverdale, B.C.; and Ernest 
at Eckville, 

In 1904 Mr. Koski was a lean, broad- 
shouldered man in his late twenties, with black 
curly hair and a handle-bar moustache. He 
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decided about this time to change his environ 
ment, and went to Red Deer, N.W-T., and then 
made his way thirty miles to the west. After 
walking about in the wilderness of the Medicine 
River valley, he found a pleasing site and filed on 
a homestead on S.E. 28-39-3W5, which Is cor- 
nerwise with Old Eckville. He liked the winding 
river, having left behind similar scenery in his 
childhood home. Not only was it picturesque, but 
It was ideal cattle raising country, with flat low 
land, rich in grass for pasture or hay, with plenty 
of water within reach. 

On this land he chose a spot of higher ground 
for buildings with the river on both sides forming 
a horseshoe flat on the far end of the house yard, 
‘This river that flooded its banks many ilmes 
played a big part in the lives of the Koski family. 
‘The river was a benefit as a watering place for 
the livestock and it also helped to feed the fami- 
ly. Mr. Koski made his own net and boat, and the 
family enjoyed many meals of Kala’ Mojaka 
made with sucker, pike, or even an occasional 
whitefish. Problems, too, were sometimes 
created by the river, especially when it flooded. 
‘The first such occurrence was in the middle of 
the summer. The rain fell night and day until the 
water reached dangerously close to the level of 
the bulldings, stopping however, before any 
serlous damage was done. The next big flood was 
in the spring of 1920. At this time the whole Koskl 
quarter, except a small area around the 
Dulldings, was under water and well over a half 
mile of road was cut off. During this time when 
Dr. McDonald needed to make a house call to the 
north of Eckville. He started off with a horse and 
buggy but after reaching the flooded area he 
would tie his horse to a tree and one of the Koski 
boys would row him across this long stretch of 
treacherous water. Here he was usually met by a 
member of the patient’s family and taken to the 
home. Later he would return to Eckville by the 
same means. Fortunately, there already were 
telephones in the country. No lives were lost in 
either of these two floods, but some years later 
there were some drownings on the oiher side of 
Eckville when the waters rose high again. 

‘After filing on his homestead in 1904 Mr. 
Koski started building a one-room log house with 
the help of his brother-in-law, Mr. Hussa, who 
had already settled his family on a homestead 
site one mile to the north. Mr. Hussa owned a 
team of oxen that were useful for hauling the 
poplar logs from the river bank to the place of 
construction. The work was heavy, but it 
sometimes had its funny side, too. On one occa 
sion, when the oxen refused to pull the load, Mr. 
Huséa calmly stepped behind them, got down on 
his hands and knees and barked like a dog. This, 
persuaded the oxen to continue moving the load. 
After the house was finished Mr. Koski made 
some furniture, making good use of his earlier 
experience in the furniture factory 

Tn December of 1904 Mrs. Koski, with their 
three small children, came to Eckville. Since the 




















Koski’ house was not yet ready to live in they 
spent the first winter in the home of her sister, 
Mrs, Hussa. Mrs. Koski was a small, plump pei 
son, timid by nature and very shy of strangers. 
She often talked about how frightened she was 
when she travelled alone with three little ones 
into a strange land. New friendships soon sprang 
up with neighboring families, but the center of 
Mrs. Koski's interest always remained with her 
growing family. 

Pioneer life was usually hard for the women 
and children. Much of Mr. Koski’s work was 
away from home, and this left the responsibility 
of caring for the children and the livestock to the 
wife. The cows, milked by hand, provided the 
cream which was churned into butter to be ex. 
changed for groceries. Later the milk was sold to 
a near-by cheese factory. Everyone had to help 
with the haying, one of the older children staying 
in the house to fake care of the baby. At first, the 
Koskis had only two horses, one of which Soon 
had her first colt. One day this precious new 
animal slipped into the river when Mrs, Koski 
was at home alone with the children, She heard 
the mare neighing and rushed to help, Not know- 
ing how to swim, she grasped hold of a near-by 
willow branch, lowered herself into the water 
and pulled the colt to safety. The occasional loss 
of an animal by drowning was not so serious 
after the herd got bigger. 

Although Mr. Koski was able to build up a 
large herd of caitle from a very smalll start, his 
greatest pride was in the horses that he raised 
and improved. Some of these heavy work horses 
of Percheron strain won him prizes through the 
years at the Benalto Fair. Hogs also were in- 
‘cluded in the mixed farming operations. 

As the years passed more land was broken. 
‘The main crop was oats, which were used mainly 
for livestock feed. Enough wheat for home use 
was grown and taken to the Kinna mill to be 
ground into flour. The grain was of a poor quality 
because the growth was heavy and slow at ripen. 
ing and the frost came early. Later more wheat 
and then barley was sown and the grain was 
hauled to an elevator. Rye was grown for hog 
pasture. The well-known Langer Brothers 
threshing outfit circulated around the country, 
doing the threshing for many of the farmers. 
Dlast of the steam engine whistle announced 
thelr arrival at a farm and bustle and excitement 
reigned until the outfit was taken on to the next 
farm. 

During those first years there was very little 
money to spend on recreation, nor on un- 
necessary clothing. If a child wore shoes to 
school in the summertime everyone guessed that 
he must come from a well-to-do family. The 
youngsters enjoyed bathing and swimming in the 
river even though most of them had never heard 
of a bathing suit. Most of the recreation was just 
a part of making a living. Even tramping a load 
of hay was fun if the weather wasn’t too hot. The 
boys made their own skis and stilts and if they 




















were lucky enough to get skates they skated. 

Sunday was always a big day at the Koski 
home. Whenever there were no church services 
at the schoolhouse the neighbors from miles 
around visited one another. When the boys grew 
bigger a Mr. Plathan organized a boys’ bras 
band. Practices were held on Sunday afternoons 
— which meant a gathering of young people, 
often at the Koski home. Mrs. Koski always set 
coffee for all who were present. She always 
remained her light-hearted self, and even after a 
hard day's work often took part in the children's 
games, or sat by and enjoyed watching them, 

Mr. Koski was more stern by nature, and took 
life seriously. When he entered the house his 
word was law. Although he was a man with a 
great determination to better himself, he never 
turned down a neighbor in distress. When death 
struck at a neighbor's and they could not afford 
an undertaker, (even if one had been available), 
they came to Mr. Koskl for help. He painstaking” 
ly built the coffin and then prepared the body 
for burial. If someone needed help with a sick 
animal he took his veterinary book along and set 
out to give whatever assistance he could to save 
the animal. 

His interest in the improvement of the com- 
munity led Mr. Koski to help with the organiza- 
tion of the local Cooperative Association, of 
which he was an active member until his death 
and of which he was a director for several years. 
He also served as a school trustee and was an ac- 
tive member of several farm organizations. 

A. B., (as he was known around Eckville), 
was the first mail carrier and served the com: 
munity in this way for five and half years. His 
{irst contract, dated December 1, 1905, called for 
one trip a week to carry the mail from Evarts to 
the new post office in Eckville. He received one 
dollar and seventy cents for each round trip, this 
amount later being increased to two dollars and 
fifty cents when, after a years and a half mail 
service was inaugurated to Leslieville, a dis- 
tance of 13 miles. Later Pitcox (now Hespero) 
was added to the route and three dollars was now 
paid for the round trip. This amount was later in- 
creased to three dollars and fifty cents. 

In relating some of the difficulties of his job 
Mr. Koski emphasized the fact that It seemed 
that rain fell continuously during the summer, 
and since there were no roads or bridges this 
made transportaton difficult. The horse-drawn 
vehicle used for the conveyance of the mall dur- 
ing the first years was the front gear of a wagon. 
‘The tongue had been taken off and shafts fitted 
in. A home-made box on the top completed the 
carriage. 

‘The Koskis had a hard life, but a life with a 
wealth of experience. There were many illnesses 
in the family but fortunately there was always a 
complete recovery. In the years when no doctor 
could be reached a three-year-old gir] was left 
paralyzed from the hip down on one side as the 
result of an illness. With dally massage by her 























devoted family she eventually regained the use 
of the her limb. Later, when the oldest daughter 
became ill with double pneumonia Dr. McDonald 
was called. He immediately called a trained 
nurse, Mrs. Herring, and, thanks to their compe 
tent treatment and care, the girl recovered. 

‘The original house that Mr. Koski had built is 
still In use, with rooms having been added on 
through the years as the family Increased in 
numbers. An ornamental cupboard built by Mr. 
Koski still hangs on the wall in the place where 
he placed it after having made it. Ernest is still 
living on the original Koski homestead, 

Mr. Koski died on August 29, 1949, and his wife 
passed away on November 16, 1951. Both are laid 
to rest in the Eckville cemetery. 

‘A very unforseen incident happened one day 
when Mr, Bruynseraede’s cow got loose. Mr. 
Bruyneseraede, who was running the general 
store in Old Eckville at the time, owned a milk 
cow. He had built a small barn for this animal 
but she refused to stand in her stall long enough 
to be tied. To discourage her in this bad habit, he 
set up a pitchford behind her In such a way that 
when she tried to back up the prongs of the fork 
poked her and reminded her to stay put. 
However, this time when he went to tie her she 
bolted back with such force that the fork stuck to 
her hind quarters and away she went, fork and 
all, She ended up at the Koski farm. When Ed 
and Ernest (still quite young) saw what had 
happened they chased the animal, with fork still 
attached to her, back to her owner. 

Mr. Bruynseraede was so pleased to see his 
cow again that he rewarded the boys with an ex- 
tra big bag of candy. 

‘As of June, 1977, several of the Koski family 
have passed away. Ida's husband, Elmer John- 
son, was the first to go, in the summer of 1962, 
when they were living in New Westminster, B.C. 
He died suddenly while working on the lawn. Ida 
moved to Seattle, Washington, after Elmer 
passed away and worked in a hospital for some 
time. They have two sons, Edwin and Arthur, 
and one daughter, Alice, ail living in Seattle. 

The next to go was Stewart Leavesly, 71, hus- 
band of Mary. Stewart passed away in 1967 at the 
wheel of his car in Coquitlam, B.C. Mary steered 
the car to a curb and went for help but he was 
pronounced dead on arrival at St. Mary’s 
Hospital. He had suffered a heart attack while 
driving his car. Mary Leavesley followed her 
husband in death in 1972 while living In New 
Westminster. She died of a heart attack in a 
near-by hospital, at the age of 71. 

Kenneth Coutts, of Sylvan Lake, husband of 
Annie, passed away in the Eckville Hospital on 
September 24, 1973, after a lengthy illness. He 
was 59 years of age. Annie Coutts passed away 
on June 11, 1974 at the age of 60 years, just nine 
months after the death of her husband. She died 
very suddenly on her way to Fort Saskatchewan 
with her son Jim. Annie and Kenneth are sur- 
vived by two sons, Kenneth of Geraldton, On- 
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tarlo, and Jim of Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta. 

Edward Koski passed away in the Eckville 
Hospital on March 22, 1977 at the age of 74 years. 
Eddie had spent his last years with his brother 
Ernest in the old home a mile north of Eckville. 
Eddie suffered from severe arthritis for the last 
few years of his life. However, he was never con- 
fined to a wheel chair. He is survived by two 
daughters, Ethel and Helen, of Edmonton. A son, 
Eddie, predeceased him. 

Ernest. Koski still lives in the farm home 
north of Eckville left by his parents but is plan- 
ning to move into the town of Eckville before the 
end of 1977. He had several serious operations in 
1974, but is enjoying good health now. 

Josephine Halstein lives with her husband 
Iver on their farm west of Sylvan Lake. They 
have two daughters: Esther Dube, living west of 
Sylvan Lake, and Dorothy Wisotzki, living in 
Richmond, B.C. 

Emma Lutz and her husband George live in 
the town of Eckville. They have a family of four. 
Norman lives in Calgary, Elizabeth (Betty) 
Spiers lives in Red Deer, Darlene Taylor lives in 
Red Deer, and Brian lives in Rocky Mountain 
House. 

Arthur Koski has retired, due to poor health, 
and lives in the Eckville Manor House. 

Lempi Christensen and her husband Kal live 
in the town of Eckville. Lempl works at the 
hospital part-time. 

William Koski has made his home in Prince 
George, B.C. where he has worked through the 
years as a carpenter, and at various other jobs 
from time to time. 

Elsie McDonald lives with her husband 
Donald in Burnaby, B.C. They have one son, 
Kenneth, 

‘A most tragic occurrence took place in 1933 in 
the Koski and Maki families when Neil Maki 
became ill with spinal meningitis and passed 
away at the age of 25 years, leaving behind a 
young widow, Emma, and two small children, 
Norman, age three years and Betty, age one 
year. 

Gene and Darlene Taylor have four children: 
Cindy, Tammy, Cameron, and Tara. 

Brian Lutz married Charlene Murray and 
they have two children, Gregory and Kirsty 

awn, 

Betty and Cecil Spiers have two sons, Dale 
and Neal. 








‘THE ALLEY 
Kuntz 

Allen was from Heisler, Alberta, and Bert 
was from Grand Falls, New Brunswick. Both of 
them served in the Canadian Army for a few 
years and then were married at Sylvan Lake in 
January, 1947. 

‘Al began employment with the Alberta Wheat 
Pool in May, 1946 and now has 31 years with the 
company. The first year he was at the Elspeth 
Elevator, then the next 23 years were spent at 





J. KUNTZ FAMILY — by Mrs. 








the Eckville levator, and since 1971 has been at 
the Pool Elevator No. 1 at Red Deer, 

Bert began employment at the Eckville 
Hospital in November, 1966, where she worked in 
the office for the next five years, before moving 
to Red Deer, 

Bert and Allen have three children. Dianne 
was born in 1947 and was married to Steve Cher- 
niak in 1970. They have two boys — Darren and 
Dean. They live in Lacombe, 

Judy was born in 1952 and was married to 
Dwayne Waisman in 1972. They live in Black 
Diamond. 

Ron was born in 1957. He lives and works in 
Red Deer. 








LAITILA, EERO MATT — by Ken Laitila 

Eero Matt Laitila was born in Mansville, 
Minnesota, U.S.A. on October 14, 1906. He moved 
back to Finland with his parents early in 1908. In 
1928 Eero boarded the ship “Stockholm” in 
Helsinki, Finland and, after eight days, landed in 
Halifax, having reached Canada on June 24. He 
had forty-five dollars in his pocket. He had had 
fifty dollars, but lent five dollars to a friend so 
that the friend had the required twenty-five 
dollars in order to enter Canada, 

From Halifax Eero travelled via C.P.R. to 
Sudbury, Ontario, There he found a job at a saw- 
mill at Blind River. He worked there for about a 
year for thirty-five cents an hour. In 1932, broke 
and out of a job, he grabbed a freight in Kirkland 
Lake, Ontario’ and headed west, looking for 
harvest work. After six days without eating, he 
jumped off in Lethbridge. Finding no work there, 
he jumped on another freight headed for Blackie, 
Alberta. Upon arrival in Blackle, he immediate. 
ly got a ten-day job stooking for one dollar and 
fitty cents a day and board. After finishing that 
he got a twelve-day job threshing for two dollars 
a day and meals. 

‘The winter of 1932-1933 was spent on a soup 
line in Calgary. In the spring he rode the rods 
north to Wetaskawin. There he found work in the 
Brightview district, brushing, for fifteen dollars 
a month. 

Eero came to the Eckville area in the spring 
of 1934. Soon after his arrival he met Eva Sylvia 
Laituri and married her on December 12, 1934. 
They started married life with thirty dollars 
cash, seven milk cows, and a few chickens. Hav- 
ing no means of transportation, they carried 
cream in three-gallon cans three miles to the 
creamery in Eckville. 

In the spring of 1935 they borrowed four 
horses and and a disc to work some land. They 
hired a neighbor to seed wheat. After harvest 
they sold the wheat for thirty-five cents a bushel, 
delivered at the elevator in Benalto. That fall, 
after selling the crop, and the calves for five 
dollars a head they bought a buggy and a horse 
by the name of Charlie. The total price for the 
buggy and Charlie was forty-five dollars. The 
purchase was made at a horse sale in Benalto. 

















Charile was retired part-time with the coming 
of a Model A Ford car, Old Lizzy would usually 
start in the coldest weather if you put hot ashes 
under the oil pan, two changes of hot water in the 
radiator, and cranked like hell. Horses, however, 
were the most reliable means of transportation 
up until the mid 1950's, as the roads were not 
graded and often overflowing selsmograph holes 
turned the roads into a muddy trall during the 
summer months. During the winter they were 
drifted solid. Eero drove the kids to school, 
regardless of the weather. 





Syvia and Kero Lata in 1949, 


Eero and Sylvia had three children. The 
oldest, Walter Edward, was born October 8, 1935 
at the hospital in Bentley. He attended school in 
Eckville until his passing on December 24, 1951 

Raymond William, the second eldest, was 
born May 31, 1988, also at the hospital in Bentley 
He, too, attended school at Eckville. The building 
that he started school in is presently the welding 
shop in Eckville. He moved to Edmonton around 
1955. ‘There he attended a trade school and later 
went to work as a machinist. On November 5, 
1960 he was married to Hazel Diane Hazelwood 
of Edmonton. They have four children. Angela 
was born in June, 1961, Trevor and twin sister 
Heather were born in November, 1963 and 
Sharon was born in March, 1966, They are 
presently residing in Edmonton. 

Kenneth Cameron, the youngest of the Laitila 
children, was born in the new hospital in Eckville 
on April'2, 1945. He attended school in Eckville. 
After finishing school he drove school bus for a 
short time, then worked as a motor grader 
operator with the country of Lacombe. From 
there he went to work for Northern Geophysical 








and was trained as a vibrator operator. He 
worked in northern Alberta, the foothills of 
Alberta, northern British Columbia and in the 
Arctic. 

Ken took over the home farm about 1964 and 
still resides there. He met Gail Annette Hennel 
during the summer of 1969, while she was 
employed at the Deerhome in Red Deer. They 
were married in Stettler (Gail’s home town) on 
June 20, 1970. Their two children are Rachelle, 
born in March, 1972 in Eckville, and Daryl, born 
on his grandfather Laitila’s birthday in October, 
1973 at the hospital in Red Deer. 

Eva Sylvia Laitila passed away on December 
23, 1961 after a long illness. She was very kind 
and considerate at ail times and was a wonderful 
cook. When company came and there was no 
cake, it took her only a few minutes to whip one 
up. When she made coffee there was always 
something extra good about it. Sylvia was a hard 
worker who never put off until tomorrow what 
could be done today. 

Eero, after Syivia’s passing, married Senia 
‘Mattson of Sylvan Lake. They resided at Sylvan 
Lake until Senia’s passing In March of 1976. He 
then moved back to the farm at Eckville. After 
residing there for a short time he moved into the 
Eckville Manor House, where he is presently 
residing. He was a hard worker and was always 
willing to give anyone a helping hand. He served 
on the Young People’s Hall Board and on the 
Eckville Cemetery Board for a number of years. 

‘Through hard work and by sometimes doing 
without things they needed, Eero and Sylvia in: 
creased their holdings and raised their family. 





THE GENE LAZZER FAMILY — by Mrs. 
Lazer 

‘The Gene Lazzer family, consisting then of 
Gene, Marge, and Brian, who was just three 
years old, arrived in Eckville in late August, 1952 
from the Barrhead area. Gene’s job was to 
operate the first fleet of school buses to serve 
Eckville and Marge had come to teach school 
starting with a combined grade six and seven in 
one room of the old two-room school in the north- 
‘west corner of the school yard. 

‘The Lazzers lived in Eckville for fifteen years 
before moving to Red Deer in August, 1967. Dur- 
ing that time they saw many changes in the town 
and district. The school bus fleet had started out 
with only three buses but as new areas were 
served if increased to a fleet of nine. Changes in 
road conditions over those years were un- 
believable. At first some of them were hardly 
more than trails with many mud-holes and ruts, 
After heavy rains many roads became almost 
impassable. But within a few years all became 
high-graded, widened and gravelled. 

Gene had a bus barn in one corner of the 
school yard which later doubled as a small tire- 
shop business, From this beginning eventually a 
service station, tire shop and welding business 
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developed on the site of the present tire shop at 
the south-east corner of town, 

In the early 1960's, after ‘selling his school 
buses to the County of Lacombe, Gene also had a 
fleet of four gravel trucks that were kept busy In 
various parts of Alberta during the extensive 
road-building projects run by the government. 

After selling the trucks and the tire shop Gene 
started his own real estate business in Eckville. 
This is still his field as he is working for Block 
Bros. in Red Deer. 

‘Modernizing the town started soon after Laz- 
zers moved there and they were involved in part 
of it. Street building, new sidewalks and town 
sewer all came in about the time Lazzers and Dr. 
Gibson built the first more modern homes in the 
summer of 1954. 

Community activities were important to the 
Lazzers, also. Square dancing was the rage the 
first few years and they were active club 
members, Gene was active in the Lion's Club all 
the years he lived in Eckville. The community 
drama group was of special interest for a 
number of years. Home and School activities, 
hockey for the boys, coaching school teams and 
being active in the’ Anglican church were also 
very much a part of their family life. 

The Lazer family grew considerably over 
the years. To keep Brian company, there 
arrived, in due course, Don, Barry, Allen and 
Brenda. With the exception of Brian, who is 
working in Lubya, some 800 miles out in the 
desert from Tripoli, for an Arab oll company, the 
family is all near. Don is employed in the oil in- 
dustry in Red Deer and Allen is a part-time 
postal clerk and full-time student about to enter 
Southern Alberta Institute of Technology, Barry 
is the only one married. He married Viola 
McGhan from Penhold and they live in Edmon- 
ton where Barry is attending ihe University of 
Alberta, He is entering the faculty of engineering 
to obtain a degree in electrical engineering 
after having just received a B.Sc. in Physics. 
Brenda, being still a little girl, is in elementar 
School. “Marge continued her’ teaching career 
after moving to Red Deer and is employed by the 
Red Deer School District, 





CHARLIE AND MABEL LEWIS 

Charlie and Mabel Lewis moved to the new 
prairie town of Laverna, Saskatchewan after 
thelr marriage in October, 1913. Both were born 
and raised in Ontarlo. Charlie was a blacksmith 
and carried on a good business until the drought 
hit. Being unable to collect anything for his hard 
work, they decided to take what they could carry 
and fry for greener pastures. 

‘They arrived in Eckville in October, 1933. He 
bought the NW 19-39.3-W5, which was then 
C.P.R. land. The following years were very dif- 
ficult, with hard work, no money, and plenty of 
worries. This resulted in a perforated ulcer for 
Charlie and he passed away in June, 1936. 

Mabel continued to live in her house on the 











farm. She enjoyed gardening and caring for her 
few head of livestock. For a year she was in 
charge of a dormitory for high school students 
situated in the present Lion's Hall in Eckville. In 
1914 she and her two youngest daughters went to 
Steveston, B.C. where she worked as cook on the 
P.G.E. railway until her retirement. She passed 
away in April of 1962, at the age of 70 years. 

Charley and Mabel had five daughter: 
Iva, now Mrs. Gilbert Gustavson; Anne, (Mrs. 
Bill McIntyre) who had three children, Sylvia, 
Phyllis, and Gregg, of Vancouver. Anne passed 
away in July of 1963. Myrel, now Mrs. Ray 
Sestrap of Clearbrook, B.C., who has two 
daughters — Sandy, of Beverly’ Hills, California 
and Debbie, of Clearbrook. Hazel, now Mrs. 
Charles Boyd, of Bremerton, Washington, who 
has two sons, Chucky and Jim. Elda, who {s now 
Mrs. George McBeth of Eagle Bay, B.C. She has 
one daughter, Gina. 

Shortly after his arrival in Eckville, Charlie 
met a neighbor, Matt Maki. He very cordially in- 
vited Charlie over for a bath on Saturday eve- 
ning. Being unaware of the custom of visiting and 
enjoying a sauna, Charlie was a bit concerned. 
He asked Mabel'when he arrived home if he 
smelled that bad that a neighbor had to offer him 
a bath. However, he soon learned the real mean- 
ing of the invitation, and was to enjoy the 
hospitality immensely. 








LIGHTBOWN, DAVID — by Pat Lightbown 
David Lightbown was born in Red Deer and 
grew up in the Diamond Valley district. He is the 
youngest son of Max and Margaret Lightbown. 
He started school at Gaetz and then moved to 
Red Deer for a few months. When Eda, his oldest 
brother, was called into the army, his folks 
moved back to the farm and Dave finished his 
grade one at Bluebell school. He went to school 
there until grade four, when Diamond Valley 
School opened again. His folks sold their farm 
when Dave was in Grade Five. They moved to 
Matsqui, B.C. where he finished his elementary 
schooling. He graduated from Abbotsford High 
‘School and then headed back for Alberta, 

He worked for George Armeneau that 
summer and worked at Kitimat, B.C. the next 
winter. He worked at Lake Louise the summer of 
1957, hauling asphalt on the Banff-Jasper 
highway. He worked for his brother, Robert for a 
few years before they went into partnership in 
the trucking business. 

David married Patricia Forsell in November 
of 1962 and they have lived at Eckville since then. 
He trucked with his brother for about ten years 
and then bought out the business himself. He con- 
tinued in this business until February of 1976 
when he sold his business to Gerry Forsell. Dave 
then went to work for Texaco Canada Ltd., at the 
Gilby Gas Plant, Dave and Pat have four 
children, Kerry, Keith, Julie and Heather. The 
three older children now attend the Eckville 











Schools, and Heather will soon attend play- 
school, 


ROBERT LIGHTBOWN FAMILY—by Janet 
Lightbown 

Robert Lightbown (Bud) second son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Max Lightbown of the Diamond Valley 
district married Janet Brown, youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Brown of the 
Gaetz district in Eckville in 1952. Bud owned and 
operated a general trucking business in the 
Eckville district for many years, until 1974, Be- 
ing an ardent rodeo fan, Bud was instrumental in 
starting the Eckville Indoor Rodeo and also the 
Eckville Pony Club, 

Robert and Janet’s family consists of two 
daughters and three sons. Karen married Jim 
‘Tubbs, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Tubbs of Condor. 
‘They operate the J & K Foods and the Echo 
Theatre. They have two sons, Jamie and 
Micheal, and a daughter, Janelle. 

Myrna married Peter McLellan of Rocky 
Mountain House and they farm in that area, 
‘Their two sons are Cody and Layne. 

Garry is attending NAIT in Edmonton in 1977, 
and Murray and Dean attend school in Eckville. 

We live on an acreage just north of Eckville, 
located on the SW 22-39:3.W5, 





4.0. LINDBERG FAMILY HISTORY 
Joseph and Patricia Lindberg, with their four 
children, came to Eckville in 1970. They lived in 
the teacherage across the street from the school 
until they built their own home on the west side of 
Eckville in 1973. Joe was principal of the 
Eckville High School from 1970 until 1975. 

Joe grew up in Saskatchewan and took his 
B.A. degree there in 1947. Later he received his 
B.Ed. degree from the University of Alberta. He 
taught school in Saskatchewan for several years 
before coming to Alberta. 

Pat, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Avery, was born in thelr farmhouse in the Con- 
dor district, with Dr. Greenaway attending. She 
attended school in Northup and Condor and later 
completed high school in Qualicum Beach, B.C. 
‘She was employed with the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce in British Columbia and also in Red 
Deer. 

Joe and Pat met in Condor in 1956 when Pat 
returned to visit her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Crouch. They were married at the Condor 
Mission Church in June 1957. Their first three 
children—tan, Ingrid and Sonja—were born in 
Rocky Mountain House. Wanda was born in Vik- 
ing, Alberta, in 1967. 

‘Joe's teaching career has taken the family to 
many interesting places, Including Mayo, 
(Yukon), Edmonton, Condor, Holden, Bashaw 
and Meeting Creek, Alberta. Of particular In- 
terest was the launching of the new David 
‘Thompson High School in 1957. 

Since coming to Eckville the family's main 
area of service has been in St. Paul's 








Presbyterian Church. Joe also held several of. 
fices in the Lions Club. 


LINDQUIST, A. W. VICTOR — by R. A. Schey 

A.W. Victor Lindquist came as an immigrant 
from Sweden and worked on many construction 
jobs Including the Field Tunnel west of Banff. In 
1904 he settled in the Eckville district on land 
now owned by Claude Cunningham, some two 
miles south of Eckville. 

He was a very inventive fellow and at one 
time completely’ built from scratch his own 
threshing machine with which he harvested his 
‘own crop. He also built a sawmill on his place 
and sawed lumber for many of his neighbors at 
neighborly prices. 

At one time he envisaged a power dam and 
turbine which was to be located on the river on 
the old John Armstrong place across the road. 
Needless to say this never materialized, 

A very helpful and friendly fellow, one of his 
first loves was playing cards or horseshoes and 
he sometimes spent several nights a week at 
these pastimes. I well remember him trudging 
down the hill with his lantern on dark nights to 
‘our place to pick up milk for his several cats and 
to spend the evening. He was quite musical and 
played both the harmonica and single row accor- 
dion for parties in the neighborhood. 

‘A unique character, he was one of the true 
ploneers of the Eckville district. In or about 1944 
he sold his land at Eckville and moved to Pigeon 
Lake where he died in 1947. 





LINGREN, FRANK RICHARD — by Marie 
Meyers 

In 1898 my father, Frank Richard Lingren, 
emigrated with his parents from Finland to Red 
Lodge, Montana, U.S.A. In 1906 they moved to 
Canada, where his folks filed on a homestead 
near Gabriel Lake. That year father worked In 
Red Deer, driving a dray' team. He also hauled 
rock for the first United Church in Red Deer. 

In the winter of 1907 my father worked with 
his father, west of Edmonton in the bush as a 
timber cruiser. Coming home in the spring, they 
built a raft and floated down the Pembina River 
as close as possible to Edmonton, walking the 
rest of the way. 

My mother, Emma Hilia Olson, was born at 
Frontier, Wyoming, U.S.A. In 1903, at the age of 
nine years, she immigrated to Canada with her 
parents, where they filed on a homestead south 
of Eckville, N.E. 32-39-3-W5. 

Mother and Father were married in 1913. 
‘They moved to Butte, Montana for three years, 
where Father worked In the copper mines. In 
1917 they moved back to Alberta and to the 
homestead north of Eckville 

‘There were seven girls in the family. Ivy, the 
oldest, was born in Butte, Montana, and the rest 
were all born at Eckville. Ivy, Jennie and Helen 
have passed away. Ivy and Jennie were never 
married. Helen was married to Final Evenson. 
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‘They had seven children — five girls and two 
boys. They were Joan, Joyce, Janice, Carol, 
Stanley, Sherry and Dean. Marjorie was mar: 
ried to Henry Posti. Their three boys are Alan, 
Howard and Jim. Marie married Ed Meyers and 
their children are Richard and Patricia. Bernice 
married Alex Prusak. Their two girls are Bonnie 
Lynn and Linda Jane. Shirley Anne passed away 
a8 a baby. 

My father passed away in December of 1955 
and mother passed away in 1970. Both are buried 
in the Eckville cemetery. 


ARCHIE LITT AND FAMILY — by Archie Litt 

‘Archibald Litt — born at South Camp, 
Aldershot, England, March 27, 1887, 

‘Margaret Litt — born at’ Heysham, Lan- 
caster, England, December 13, 1884, died 
August, 1949, at Vancouver, British Columbia. 

‘Two children: Freda A., born at Eckville, 
Alberta, August 8, 1914. Robert A., born at 
Eckville, Alberta, November 20, 1920. 

In the year 1977 the family consists of the two 
children above mentioned, seven grandchildren 
and 14 great-grandchildren, all living in or 
around Vancouver. 

Archie Litt arrived in Eckville in the year 
1912. The purpose of his coming was to organize a 
co-operative association. Having had experience 
in co-operatives in England and being a graudate 
from the English Co-operative Union in general 
management, he was recommended by the 
Canadian Co-operative Union. 

‘The Eckville and Gilby Co-operative Associ 
tion was then organized and commenced 
business with very small cash working capital, 
the founders having little or nothing to spare 
from the needs of their farming activities and 
living. Contributions were made to the capital by 
labor on the store building construction. Imbued 
by the spirit of the Rochdale pioneers, who 
started the co-operative movement in Rochdale, 
Lancashire, England, with a capital of 28 
pounds, which later developed into big business 
until it'embraced about one-third of the popula- 
tion of Great Britain, the business commenced in 
Eckville with a paid-up capital of less than $1,- 
500, including the contributions through labor on 
the building. The store was stocked with 
groceries, hardware, drygoods and footwear, 
and other items, depending upon trade terms 
and turnover. It was a bold venture and a nerve- 
racking experience for the manager. 

In April of 1916 A. Litt left the co-operative 
and enlisted with the armed forces in Calgary in 
the 8th Canadian Field Ambulance, and 
proceeded overseas as a private. He returned in 
October, 1919, having attained the rank of Staff 
Sergeant. 

After returning to Eckville Archie was 
employed by Mike Sestrap’s store until Apri 
1921. Then he was appointed to the position of 
‘manager of the Bentley Co-operative Association 
where he remained until the year 1926. He then 














Arcieand Margaret Litt Family with daughter Freda 1917 


moved on to British Columbia to enjoy the 
warmer climate. 

‘The hard work at Eckville was lightened and 
brightened by a good social life. Association, 
neighborliness, visiting, barn dances, dances in 
the town hall and at school houses bring back 
pleasant memories. Box socials were also com- 
mon, and a good-looking school ma'am often con. 
tributed to the revenue by drawing high bidding. 
All the young men wanted her box! At the dances 
in the outlying school houses and halls the bables 
were taken along and laid out in a row at the side 
of the building on tables strung along, the babies 
being laid side by side. The music was supplied 
by a fiddler and accompaniment of an organ of 
the foot pedal type. On many occasions A. Litt 
did the fiddling. Refreshments were supplied by 
the ladies bringing sandwiches and cakes. 

We had a small orchestra in which I enjoyed 
being a member and playing with my violin. It 
was conducted by Arthur Kinna, who was a good 
musician, producing good tone on his violin, 
Fritz Kinna played the cello, John Vernick the 
flute, Norman Turner on the piano and John 
Plathan the cornet, if I remember correctly. One 
of the Koots boys also played the violin. 
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‘These were the days of the pioneers, when 
roads were constructed with poplar poles on the 
muskeg over which the stage drove through, 
driven by a Mr. Foster, who was a very In: 
teresting character. The stage carried the mall 
and passengers from Red Deer. 

Life is a succession of lessons which must be 
lived to be understood. We have grown with the 
times, and benefited by experience. Life has 
been worthwhile, and we are thankful for the op- 
portunity of making our contribution to the 
progress as pioneers 


LUDWIG, HENRY 

Henry Ludwig was born at Rollfeld, Germany 
where members of his family are still living in 
the family house. He was at school in Heidelberg 
and Astraffenberg. He did private tutoring in 
France and spent a considerable time at Edi 
burgh University, He was on the staff of a boys’ 
residential school and day school for some time, 
He had a London degree. 

He came to Canada in 1908, went to normal 
school and taught in Evarts for a short time and 
then taught at Haultain School in Calgary. He 
left Calgary at the beginning of the first war and 
moved to the country, isolated at that time, In 
1920, Mr. Ludwig came to Eckville but he left in 
1629, the pupils at that time were finishing Grade 
11. He was 14 years on the staff of the High 
School at Medicine Hat. He moved to Victoria in 
1943. He died there in 1952 after a long illness, 





Mr. and Mis. Henry Ludwig, 
(Gon Anthony i missing)~ 1928, 


Francis, Margaret, and. Philip 























































ISAAC AND ELIZABETH LUMBY FAMILY. 

Isaac Lumby was born in Finland about 1873. 
His family consisted of his wife, Elizabeth, born 
in Vasa, Finland on October 30, 1877, and four 
step-daughters, Mary, born in Eureka, Utah, 
February 2, 1900; Emily, born in Butte, Montana 
on May 13, 1902; Verna, born in Virginia City, 
Montana on June 1, 1904; Allie, born in Butte, 
‘Montana on August 15, 1906. 

Isaac Lumby came from Finland to Butte, 
‘Montana in the early 1890's where he worked in 
the mines. After his brother, John, was killed in 
the mines In 1908, Isaac married Elizabeth, 
John's wife, and acquired his brother's family of 
four daughters. 

Elizabeth Lumby, born in Vasa, Finland Oc- 
tober 30, 1877, came to Butte, Montana when she 
was 18 years old. She married John Lumby and 
they have five children. Their only son, Evart, 
died when he was two years old. Tt is not known, 
whether he died of hemophilia, but it later was 
established that Elizabeth was'a carrier. One of 
her five grandsons and a great-grandson were to 
have hemophilia in later years. When her hus- 
band, John, was killed ina mining accident in 
Butte in 1908, Elizabeth was left with four 
daughters to raise. She later married her 
brother-in-law, Isaac. 

Isaac, ill from working the mines, needed a 
change. ‘The family moved to the fresh air of 
Gilby in 1909. Their 163-acre homestead was 
seven miles west of Gilby between the Eckford 
and Koskinen farms. 

Home was a smalll log cabin about 24’ by 20" 
one room with a sleeping loft. Before a well 
house was made, food was kept cool in a large 
box on the north side of the house. After a bear 
raided all of the food, a well house was built and 
ice, made during the winter, lasted all summer 
to keep food cold. 

After living on the homestead at Gilby for 
about eight years, the Lumbys sold the 
homestead and bought a farm a mile north of 
Eckville. The neighbors to the south were the 
‘August Koski's, across the road were the Matt 
Johnson's, and'C.P.R. land lay to the north. 

During the winter, Isaac worked in the mines 
at Nordegg to supplement the family income. 
Food was always on the table, but there were no 
frills. All clothing was home-made from 
materials brought during the summer from 
Butte by Elizabeth's sister, Susan Rinda. The 
eldest daughter, Mary, lived with Mrs. Rinda in 
Butte and visited the family during the summer 
when school was out. 

‘One by one, the daughters moved to Van- 
couver, British Columbia, and then to Seattle, 
Washington, U.S.A. In 1958 Isaac passed away 
and Elizabeth, with her youngest daughter, 
Allie, moved south to be with the rest of their 




















iy. 
izabeth Lumby Saare passed away in Seat- 
tle in 1954, 
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Emily Highlander died in Botse, Idaho in 1967. 
She had two sons. 

‘Allie Hill passed away in Seattle in 1958. 

Mary Swetman and Verna Larson both reside 
in Seatile. Mary has two sons and two daughters. 
‘Verna has a son. 


JOHN LUNDBERG 

Born near Goteborg, Sweden, John attended 
elementary and secondary schools, graduating 
from the Folk School at the age of 14 at the head 
of his class, He apprenticed and worked as a 
baker in Goteborg from 1898 until 1903, and took 
part in a controversial strike, helping organize a 
baker's union. 

‘At age 20, in 1903, he journeyed to New York 
and thence to Chaboygan, Michigan, where he 
met another immigrant who was to become a 
life-long friend, Charlie Gustavson. The two then 
travelled to Portland,Oregon, where they 
worked in the lumber yards and sawmills. 

John never became a U.S. citizen, although he 
signed a declaration of intention for citizenship. 
He and Charlie became interested in the free 
homestead land available near Wetaskiwin, 
Northwest Territories. They came up from 
Portland, Oregon on a homesteaders’ excursion 
In 1906. 

Tn Canada the two friends first worked on the 
Wetaskiwin-Camrose railroad. They then 
travelled westward from Lacombe with a man 
and outfit hired for this purpose. After days of 
travel over bad roads, they decided they would 
never find land as long as the man was being 
paid on a daily basis, so they set off on foot. They 
walked from Lacombe to west of Bentley, to the 
Lockhart district. John noticed that the stream 
through the promised land yielded fish and that 
potatoes could be grown on the hillsides. The 
land was registered in the Dominion Lands Of- 
fice in Red Deer. 

‘A log house, with a sod roof, was the first 
Canadian home. Charlie took out land on the 
northeast corner of Gull Lake. 

Hilda Johansen came out from the old home 
In Sweden and she and John were married on her 
arrival at Lacombe in 1908. Two boys, Okey and 
Bert, were born here, and a daughter, Lisa. 

In 1912, when John heard of the village of 
Eckville 14 miles southwest, he loaded up 
potatoes and took them there’ to sell. Having 
dinner in the restaurant, John learned that the 
owner planned to sell. Mr. Lundberg bought the 
property. He wanted to be near a school for his 
children. It was planned that Charlie would build 
a livery stable, thus enabling the two to cater to 
all the travellers’ needs. 

John later became a dealer in John Deere 
Implements and De Laval cream separators. 

While in Eckville and district, from 1912 to 
1950, this ingenious man became involved in 
maiy activities. He helped organize and operate 
the Co-operative store, of which he was 
secretary for many years; the Wheat Pool also 




















received his dedicated support. He was a 
member of the school board, the Rural Elec- 
trification Association, the Save the Soil cam- 
Paign, the Lion's Club, the Modern Woodman, 
and the Co-operative Commonwealth Federa” 
tion. 

From 1914 until his death in 1950, he was a 
reporter for the Red Deer Advocate, using his 
weekly columns for local news and as a tool for 
the building of a good community. 

John Lundberg, along with Mike Sestrap, 
built the telephone lines from Gilby to Eckville 
and into the Leedale and Kuusamo districts, 
Many difficult conditions were encountered but 
none so much as when the two men stripped and 
waded into water to put in poles and weight thelr 
bases down with stones. Some insulators were 
nailed to trees. 

‘The switchboard was located in the hotel and 
consisted of a wall-type telephone with a 
switchbox at the bottom. containing five lines, 
Clara Botten, working in the hotel, also operated 
it. In 1918 the switchboard was moved to Dan 
Clausen’s house and operated by Teressa, 
Clara's sister. In the mid-thirties John Lundberg 
installed the new switch panel covering a large 
wall area in the new telephone building. Starting 
in 1914, he was the telephone and lines trouble- 
shooter for the district for many years. 

‘The “Mountain View” hotel was sold to Harry 
Low on November 1, 1918 because the entire 
community was anxious for a beer parlour, but 
“No way,” said Mr. Lundberg, “would I raise 
my family under these conditions,” 

He moved the family to the farm which he had 
purchased from John Heikkinen, three miles 
east from Eckville, May 18, 1918. While here, the 
youngest child, Lester, was born in Red Deer. On 
May 21, 1920 he also purchased one quarter sec- 
tion across the road, west, belonging to John 
L. Harper for four’ thousand, four hundred 
dollars. This was previously C.P.R. land, 

Just before Christmas, 1918, Mrs. Lundberg 
(Hilda) passed away from peritonitis caused 
a ruptured appendix. Roads were blocked with 
snow and the nearest doctor, Dr. DeLong, was 
located in Red Deer. Due to the great delay in the 
doctor's arrival at the farm, and the long trip 
with Hilda into the Red Deer hospital, the four 
children lost their mother. She lived for 11 days 
and was buried in the Red Deer cemetery on a 
cold winter's day 

January 1, 1920, John married Ida Pearson of 
Cove, Washington, who became his helpmate un- 
til his death, 

‘The cold in winter seemed more severe then 
than now because of the inadequate home heat 
ing facilities. This consisted of a wood-burning 
heater in the living room and the kitchen stove, 
with the wood box beside it. Warm water came 
from the tank at the side of the kitchen stove, 
‘This tank was called a reservoir. 

















‘here were severe and damaging hail storms 
some summers, at a time when there was no in- 








surance available, causing great hardship to 
those affected. 

The Lundberg children, except Lester, 
attended the old Eckville school one mile north of 
Eckville. This school was later moved into the 
village and used as a school there, Mrs, Bert 
Lundberg being the first teacher. Later this old 
School became a chureh. After this the children 
attended school in the village and Saima school 
east of the farm. 

John and Charlie purchased the first car, a 
1914 Model T Ford, in Red Deer. The car had car- 
bide lights. Driving home, west of Red Deer, 
they were unable to put the car into high gear. 
When they returned to Bottenheimer’s garage, 
where the car had been purchased, it was found 
that the emergency lever had not been let down 
to allow it to move into high, causing the engine 
to boil. While driving through the low grassy 
areas, in the early evenings, great interest was 
caused by the fireflies shooting off in all direc: 
tions. The children have memories of what 
seemed a long trip, into Red Deer and back to 
Eckville in those days. Many tlmes they fell 
asleep during those trips. Overhauling and up- 
keep of the car was done by John himself, as 
there were no local garages. 

‘The annual picnic was held on May 24 and was 
looked forward to by adults and children alike. 
When It rained that day there were many sad 
children in the neighborhood. At the annual pic: 
nic people met and visited, children ran races for 
prizes. Ice cream was the cherished treat for all, 
and the day’s celebrations wound up with a bali 
game at which the well-known local players were 
wildly cheered. A dance followed in the village 
hall 

Annual Christmas concerts were attended by 
everyone for miles around. The school children 
provided the program and each child present 
received a bag of treats and a present. The 
centre of attraction in each school was the gaily 
decorated and huge Christmas tree, which was 
lit with many burning candles. Small children 
and babies were brought along and as the eve- 
ning wore on they slept in various places at the 
sides of the stage, on benches, or in any available 
space. The lunch, usually sandwiches and coffee, 
Was prepared by local women and served at the 
close of the concert. A dance usually rounded out 
the evening’s entertainment. 

‘The Lundberg children remember well the 
discussions engendered by the first World War, 
as their father was an avid anti-war advocate, 
He had many a heated debate with all and sun- 
dry, as most people had accepted the propagan. 
da prevalent then — that the war was for a good 
cause — without reference to the cost, in 
material and lives, of this holocaust. Lisa, the 
daughter, remembers one such argument with a 
farmer who chewed tobacco. During his violent 
disagreement he spat forcefully and often on the 
ground, but one of these sputums landed in Lisa's 











hair. ‘The child’s mother was especially put out 
at this evident indication of bad manners. 

‘The mode of transportation was with horse or 
horses and buggy in summer and bob sled or 
cutter and horses in winter. Straw and blankets 
were put in the sled for warmth and, failing that 
family members got out and ran behind in order 
to stir up the circulation. 

In winter and summer, families visited one 
another by this manner’ and sometimes the 
adults played whist till morning and stayed for 
breakfast. The children played in the bedroom 
till exhausted. 

‘The nearest hospital was at Red Deer, 
although Eckville had a resident doctor, one of 
the first being Dr. Evans. Dentists pulled teeth 
without benefit of anaesthesia. During the 1918. 
1919 flu epidemic everyone wore masks over 
their nose and mouth to avoid the spread of 
viruses, but, even so, many people became 
serlously ill or died from this epidemic. 

Farm power, on the homestead, was supplied 

by oxen, followed by the walking plow and the 
riding plow pulled by horses, and later the trac- 
tor. The children usually took forenoon and after- 
noon lunch to the father in the field, which they 
all partook of while he and the horses rested a 
bit. 
‘The official language of the Eckville district 
's English but most of the settlers spoke Fin- 
nish. There was a sprinkling of Estonian and 
Swedish settlers. 

‘The Lundberg children along with the Hill 
girls, Lymie and Lempi, took turns with the 
buggy or cutter and horse to school — about 
three miles. The horse, Roanie, had been a race 
horse earlier and would run fast if there was a 
child on horseback teasing him. 

‘The drumming of the male partridge in the 
spring, in a thicket near the farm house, Is well 
remembered, as are the lovely cowslips in a 
marsh close by. Also remembered is the rush 
and roar of the creek that flowed through the 
land across the road and the large violets which 
grew beside this same creck in the summer. 
There was also the fun the kids had sleigh riding 
down what seemed a steep hill by the house in 
winter. Seeing the hill since, it seems to have lost, 
a lot of its steepness. We skated on the slough 
across the road and played in the hayloft. 

In 1948 John Lundberg gave up active farm- 
ing to devote himself to his other interests. He 
was a great lover of people and of nature and was 
always helping one or the other. He planted more 
than three thousand trees on his own place, and 
delighted in his garden. 

He was a giver — not a receiver. He was 
profoundly convinced that the co-operative 
philosophy was the only sound way of living and 
devoted more than haif a century to practicing 
and preaching that idea. 

In 1927 arrangements were made through 
Herbert Greenfield (Premier of Alberta) and the 
C.N.R. for John to go to Sweden as an immigra- 














tion officer. He held many meetings, where he 
spoke to groups of people explaining the oppor: 
tunities in Canada. ‘The trip was made in Janu- 
ary by rail and the steamship “Drotningham” 
to Goteborg. 

After a visit with his family, and completing 
his immigration duties, four young men returned 
to Alberta with him.’ They have made their 
homes here and have become good citizens of the 
country. 

His life story was skillfully dramatized by 
Elsie Park in the CBC radio “Summerfallow” 
series. 

‘The good works John Lundberg accomplished 
will keep his memory green for years to come, 


LUNDBERG, Okey 

Okey was’ born in May 1907 on the family 
homestead at Lockhart which is about 15 miles 
north and east of Eckville. His father was 
originally from Sweden and had settled on a 
rough hilly quarter section. He was of farm stock 
but found the life there very primitive and hard. 
He persuaded his sweetheart to join him and 
they were married and started their family. 

Okey was the first born, but he membered 
very litle of the early tife on the farm. The fam- 
ly bought the hotel at Eckville at the time the 
allroad was being laid through that area, so Mr. 
and Mrs. Lundberg were very busy people, 
feeding the working crews. 

‘Okey remembers feeling very lost when they 
moved to the tiny village. Not being able to speak 
English must have been the hardest part of the 
move for him. He soon learned, however, and 
attended school, first at the old sehool site north 
of the village and later in the village itself. He 
often spoke of Mr. Ludvig, his last teacher. He 
was a very stern disciplinarian and didn’t 
hesitate to give his pupils a crack on the knuckles 
or a sharp rap on the head. He later told Okey's 
wife that he had been a very bad boy and was 
really surprised that he grew up to be such a 
responsible person. 

Okey, being the oldest of the family of four, 
was often expected to assist both his mother and 
dad. 

Later they purchased a farm just a few miles 
out of Eckville and went back io farming. Mr. 
Lundberg was a man of very high principles and 
when It seemed necessary to run a beer parlor in 
conjunction with a hotel, he would have none of 
it; hence the move back to the farm. 

On the farm Okey was his right hand man. His 
dad was always at the head of any progressive 
movement and was soon busy organizing the 
telephone lines in the area. He and Okey spent 
days putting up lines, climbing the poles, and all 
the chores necessary for the job. Around this 
time Mrs. Lundberg passed away leaving an in 
fant boy to be raised. ‘The family tried to manage 
as best they could until Mr. Lundberg married a 
lady from his homeland, Ida Sundberg who was 
willing to help him out. 




















Okey was attending school, but he also played 
in a band, help with the threshing crews at 
harvest time, and always with the milking at 
home. When he was only sixteen he went with a 
chum to the mountains to nail boxcar doors — a 
rough life in camp for a couple of youngsters. 
Even so Okey managed to get his first year in 
high school, but during the next year he spent so 
much time with the threshing crews that he 
couldn’t pick up the grade ten work and so 
dropped out of school. In a year or two he 
attended short courses at the University and 
became a governement cream inspector. He 
worked in Calgary and surrounding district. The 
creamery at Eckville had burnt, but when it 
was rebuilt, Okey became buttermaker under 
‘Mr. Bill Morris. 

in 1928 he married a teacher in the district, 
Ruth Garries, from Bentley, and they built a 
small house on the outskirts of Eckville. It was 
an acre of land and they planted two rows of 
trees around it. These trees have made a lovely 
green spot on the edge of town and there are 
many houses built in their shade. 

Okey was transferred to Lacombe where he 
became manager of the creamery there. His two 
children were born there, Oliver David in 1933, 
and Leslie Jean in 1936. While the children were 
still very small, Okey purchased the creamery in 
Rimbey and the family moved there. Okey built 
a freezer plant in conjunction with the creamery. 
His two children spent thelr early years in school 
in Rimbey. Those years In Rimbey were during 
the second world war and It was very hard to ob- 
tain good help. His business grew by leaps and 
bounds. Ruth helped all she could. She learned to 
grade eggs and to do the office work. 

Meanwhile the Central Alberta Dairy Pool 
wanted Okey in their business, so shortly after 
the end of the war Okey sold his creamery and 
became manager of the home factory of the 
Dairy Pool at Alix. 

At Alix, Okey managed a very large 
creamery, which made butter and printed it into 
pounds. They had huge freezers that received 
butter from other smaller Dairy Pool 
creameries and from creameries in 
Saskatchewan. For years they printed all the 
butter for the Safeway stores in Western Canada. 

Here Okey became Involved in town affairs 
and for thirteen years was the mayor of Alix. 
While he was there, they installed both water and 
sewer, and opened up an entire new area for the 
town’s house building projects. He was also 
president of Central Alberta Hockey teams and 
president of the Central Alberta Boards of Trade 
and it was during his time in office that the 
Board of Trade organized the Cavalcade, first to 
Biggar, Saskatchewan and then to Sakatchewan 
crossing on the Bantf-Jasper highway. This road 
was a mere trail in the mountains. They forded 
rivers and cut trees. It is now a broad, beautiful 
road, which cuts off many miles for central 
Alberta tourists. 








Ruth was busy raising her family, but for 
three years she taught a 4-H club of girls with 
great success. The first year two of the girls won 
a competition in Alberta, which permitted them 
to go to Toronto Winter Fair where they again 
won top spot for all of Canada for their sewing 
class. The second year two more girls won the 
chance to go again to the Winter Fair and again 
won honors for their cooking class. 

In 1961, the Dairy Pool moved Okey to 
Calgary to take over their plant there. Here 
there was also a dairy which delivered milk all 
over the city and made ice cream which was sold 
all over Central Alberta. 

In 1969, Okey suffered a severe heart seizure, 
followed by more heart trouble so that he was 
forced to retire. 

In the meantime his son and daughter had 
married and had families. David married Betty 
Deen of Alix and they live in Drayton Valley, 
David working in the office for an oll company 
and Betty working most of her married life as a 
trained nurse in the Drayton Valley Hospital. 

Leslie Jean married Clayton Lofstrand of 
Erskine and she and her husband lived at 
Whitecourt where they had three children. They 
are now divorced and Leslie and her baby 
daughter now live with her mother in Red Deer. 

The families are as follows; David and 
Betty-Debra, Jacqueline and Sheryl: Leslie and 
Clayton-Leonard, Kim and Erin. 

‘After Okey and Ruth sold their house in 
Calgary, they moved to Vernon, B.C. where they 
built a house overlooking the beautiful Lake 
Kalamalka, but they were not to enjoy it for very 
long. Okey’ passed away quietly sitting in his 
chair on April 26, 1970. 

His wife sold the house and is now living in a 
trailer in the “Pines” area in Red Deer. 


LUNDBERG, BERTIL IVER 

Berthil was born in the Lockhart district, 
November 29, 1909 and at the age of three moved 
with the family to Eckville where his father and 
mother took over the restaurant and hotel. The 
first day in Eckville he got lost. There were three 
houses in Eckville besides the hotel, Forhan’s, 
Dan Clausens, and Dr. Evans’, and Berthil was 
used to there being only one. 

‘During the time between 1912 and 1914, when 
the railway was being built, he remembers the 
large crews of workers that stopped for meals 
and overnight lodging. After the telephone was 
installed, quite often a call would advise him of 
100 workers coming for dinner that day. His 
mother worked very hard — beautiful white 
tablecloths on long tables, laden with food 
prepared on a wood-burning stove; and what 
huge piles of wood were put up each winter to 
heat the rooms as well as for the cooking. One 
year’s supply of wood required a great amount! 
John L.., being a baker by trade, was able to do 
much of the baking for the restaurant. 

Other memories of daily occurrences such as, 








drunks falling asleep on the platform of the hotel. 
His father, being a strong man, would load them, 
Into a wheelbarrow and wheel them to the tracks 
where he would load them into an empty box car. 
Sometimes fights took place in the hotel, along 
with one gunfight, when the children hid under 
the table, 

‘The children have a pleasant memory of go- 
ing to sleep listening to strains of music coming 
from the room above, played by John Plathan on 
a violin or one of many other instruments. Or, of 
the C.N.R. foreman by the name of “Pinkie” 
standing on the corner on a cold winter night 
singing his heart out. 

One very fond memory was of going with 
Charlie Gustavson (who was like a big uncle) 
with his team and top buggy on various taxi 
errands throughout the country. One trip took a 
policeman to Gilby to try to subdue a botler man 
Who had gone berserk and was shooting from a 
little log shack Just south of the Gilby bridge. In- 
cidentaily, he escaped through a back door into 
the brush and was never captured. 

‘A regular guest of the hotel was “Foster”, 
who hauled “His Majesty’s Mail”, and would put 
a bullet through the hat of anyone who would not 
give him the right-of-way. Another thought that 
comes to mind is of Benson, the “Rawleigh 
Man”, in his carriage-type buggy and horses, 
who carried his head with severe tilt to the right. 

‘The horses belonging to the guests of the hotel 
were put up in Charlie Gustavsen’ livery stable, 
which proved that the thinking of John and 
Charlle worked out as planned 

Berthil attended school for three years in the 
old Eckville School a mile north of town. When 
they started to school Lisa, Okey and he could 
speak no English. Some of the teachers were 
Lillian Benedietson, Mrs. Quigley and Mrs, Kin- 
na, 

‘The highlight of the early years was the an- 
nual trip to Banff. Starting from Eckville in the 
early morning hours, over ruts, corduroy roads, 
and the muskeg flats to Red Deer and south to 
Calgary over the winding prairie wagon trails, 
and afier a stop for ice-cream in Calgary, west 
towards Banff, proved to be quite a trlp. He 
remembers a great mud hole between Calgary 
and Cochrane, where one was sure to get stuck, 
as there was no way around it. The neighboring, 
farmer was always willing to pull you through 
for two dollars. His horse was always standing 
ready. It was later said that the farmer hauled 
barrels of water by night to maintain the mud 
hole for his own benefit. 

Further west, when you hit the mountains, 
you must “‘sound claxton”’ on every curve, as the 
Toad was one car width and one vehicle would 
have to wait or back up to a wider spot in order to 
meet any oncoming car and have room to pass. 
Eventually you arrived at the park gate and 
later at the Homestead Hotel in Banff at about 
three in the morning. The year that registration 
of cars entering the park began, John 
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Lundberg’s car was the first ear entered in the 
registry. 

In 1918 the hotel was sold to Harry and Anna 
E, Lowe and the Lundberg family moved to the 
farm, one mile north and two miles east of the 
town of Eckville. The children attended Saima 
school for two years. The John Earle Harper 
property across the road was purchased by J. L. 
Having land in the Eckville school district en: 
titled the children to go to the Eckville school. As 
this was their market place, it was more con- 
venient that they go there. 

In 1920 the new Eckville school was built 
Henry Ludwig was the principal and Ida Thomp- 
son was the teacher. Okey, Lisa, Berthil 
Lundberg, and several others were the pupils, 

After finishing school Bert helped on the farm 
until 1929. His father thought it best that he learn. 
a trade, so he began working at Rocky Mountain 
House in the creamery, making butter, under 
John Plathan, an old friend of the family. From 
there he moved to Rimbey to work for Central 
Creameries until 1935. Then he went to Innisfail 
where he worked for the Independent 
Creameries until 1941. The next move was to Red 
Deer for a few months in the Hepworth 
Creamery. At that time the Central Alberta 
Dairy Pool was going to open a new creamery 
and offered him the position of manager. 
Because of the co-operative teaching of his 
father, he accepted. During this time the plant 
where he worked won many prizes at the 
agricultural fairs for the excellent butter sub- 
mitted. Shortly afterward the egg and live 
poultry departments were opened, followed by 
the eviscerating department, and finally the 
canners of Farmgold poultry. This covered a 
period of twenty years of research and expan: 
sion. 

In 1962 Bert was transferred from these 
departments to the department of packaged 
goods, which entailed considerable travelling for 
the Central Alberta Dairy Pool (Alpha Milk) 
over the prairie provinces, British Columbia 
and Northwest Territories. His last assignment 
was the opening of new territory in Washington 
and Oregon, U.S.A. to sell Alpha honey. On April 
15, 1968, the morning of the last meeting to be 
held in Seattle before shipping was to begin, Bert 
suffered a stroke and was forced into retirement. 

After a partial recovery from the paralysis, 

he rebuilt and winterized his cottage in the 
summer village of Norglenwold, on Sylvan Lake, 
At present (1977) Bert is restoring a Model A 
Ford car, as well as enjoying his yard and 
flowers. 
‘ach summer the family, consisting of Beryl 
(California), Georgie (Ontario), Earle (Edmon- 
ton) and their children spend holidays with their 
parents, Bert and his wife (Gladys Jones) who 
Was the the first primary room teacher in the 
Eckville school. 

Bert, like his sister, sadly thinks about all the 
members of the family who have passed on — 




















mother in 1918, Father in 1950, Stepmother in 
1962, Okey in 1970 and Lester in 1973. 


LUNDBERG, LESTER — 1918-1973 

Lester, the youngest member of the Lundberg 
family, was born on March 9, 1918, when the 
family’ was living on their farm. When he was 
nine months old his mother passed away, mak- 
ing It necessary for his father to get someone to 
care for the baby. Along with having a 
housekeeper part of the time, Lester stayed at 
Nielsons in the Evarts area,’ and for a longer 
period of time with the Botton family in Diamond 
Valley. He was brought home when his father 
remarried in 1920, 

Lester went to school in Eckville, on a bicycle 
in summer and horseback in winter. Like all 
farm children, he helped with the chores and 
drove horses and farm equipment. Whenever 
they could arrange {t, he and Gilbert Gustavson 
could be seen packing their guns to hunt gophers 
or, in season, game birds. As he grew older the 
farm duties took more and more of his time. 

One of the pleasant memories the family has 
is Lester's humorous side. He saw the funny side 
of most things in life,and and wherever there 
was a group of people he had them splitting their 
sides with laughter. 

Lester married Mary Tolonen, a local girl, on 
November 22, 1937 and they took over the farm- 
ing operations. His father and mother moved 
west, across the road to the Harper quarter, 
where Mr. Lundberg had built a modern new 
home. 

‘Two sons were born to Lester and Mary — 
Jack on December 23, 1938 and Stanley on 
November 21, 1944. Mary and he worked very 
hard on the farm. They milked several cows and 
began building up a herd of Holstein cattle. In 
46 Lester decided he would like to learn a 
trade. They sold the farm to Mary's brother Jake 
and his Scottish war bride, Agnes. The equip- 
ment and livestock were sold at an auction sale. 
‘That was a sad day for a certain neighbor child 
— It meant no more delicious home-made ice 
cream. 

Lester and his family stayed with his sister in 
Calgary while he attended technical school, 
studying mechanics. On completion of the course 
they moved to Olds where he worked for a John 
Deere farm machinery agency for a year. 

In 1948 he took over an implement business in 
Fort Saskatchewan. On a new location he built 
up a good sized showroom, parts room and 
repair shop, with spacious living quarters above. 
Mary and Lester added T.V. and appliances to 
their sales stock, and because they were always 
available the business grew by leaps and bounds, 
necessitating more land and more additions to 
the business. 

In 1964 Jack joined his father, and in 1967 
Stanley joined the business, and all are carrying 
on in the same manner. 

In spite of the pressure of business Lester 














managed to serve two years on the Fort 
Saskatchewan Town Council, 

For recreation Lester and the boys were ar. 
dent curlers, and won many trophies at various 
bonspiels. Lester also loved horse racing. Mary 
and he went to Calgary and Edmonton and to 
Phoenix every year to attend the races, Inciden- 
tally, he did very well at the races. Another 
sport he enjoyed was fishing. Many weekends 
they went north with their camper and boat. 
Long-standing friends, Mr. and Mrs, Stan Yeo 
(an Eckville barber of the early days), were 
often companions on their excursions. 

Lester suffered from diabetes for many years 
and at the early age of 55 years he passed away 
on September 16, 1973 from heart failure. 

Mary is now living in an apartment in Fort 
Saskatchewan and spends her time travelling, or 
with various activities with her many friends 
and grandchildren, 

John (Jack) married Lynne Hieland on 
December 24, 1969. They have two children. Lor! 
was born August 12, 1970, and Dean was born 
March 25, 1972. 

Stan married Donna Luckyfassel on April 9, 
1966. Thelr three children are Jeff, born March 2, 
1969; Jody, born February 26, 1971; and Sheryl 
born August 24, 1973. 


LEVI MARSHALL LUTZ FAMILY — by Jean 
Ophus 

Born in Westmorlin County, New Brunswick, 
of Pennsylvania Dutch ancestry, on March 25, 
1874, Levi Marshall Lutz. worked during his youth 
in construction work in lumber camps in Maine, 
USA. 

At the age of 13 years he picked up the habit of 
chewing tobacco — a habit which was to remain 
with him all of his years. At one time in his later 
life, one of his sons, Albert, and a grandson, 
Donald Hansen, calculated ‘that through the 
years he had chewed his way through enough 
lugs of tobacco that, if placed end to end, they 
would measure 13 miles! 

On February 6, 1907 he married Grace Alma 
Brown, born October 9, 1888 in Petitcodiac, New 
Brunswick. A son, Lee, was born on October 1, 
1907 in New Brunswick. In 1908 the family moved 
to Fernie, B.C., where Levi worked as a 
carpenter, and while there he helped rebuild the 
town, which had been levelled by fire. 
another son, Arthur, was born on Januai 
1908, followed bya daughter, Hazel, 
September 10, 1910, 

In 1912 the family moved to Irvine, Alberta, 
where Levi filed on a homestead. There the rest 
of the family were born — Ethel on January 21, 
1913; George on September 8, 1914; Clarence on 
May 28, 1916; Myrtle on June 15, 1918; Albert on 
November 24, 1919; Wilfred on January 22, 1922; 
and Jean on December 21, 1924, 

During this time many hardships assailed the 
family, such as drought and sickness. As a 
result, ‘Lee passed away in 1918 at the age of 11 

















years, and Myrtle in January, 1919, at the age of 
six months. 

In 1925, with the help of a government agent, 
land was located in the Benalto and Eckville 
areas for many drought-stricken farmers on the 
prairies. Two box cars were allotted each fam\- 
ly, with which to move to these new locations. In 
these, all possessions were loaded. Any animals 
or machinery for which there was no room were 
left behind ‘beside the railroad tracks. Upon 
returning later Levi found the horses that had 
been left behind, but they were now wearing 
someone else’s brand, so possession was never 
regained, 

‘Thus, on a cold rainy October evening, the 
family arrived by C.P.R. in Eckville. Horses 
were harnessed and the wagons were reloaded; 
the family, with the exception of Ethel, who had 
gone to live with an aunt in Winnipeg, proceeded 
to a two-room house on the Medicine River two 
miles south of Eckville. This was located on land 
‘owned by John Armstrong. Upon arrival at the 
house it was found that no one had remembered 
to bring matches with which to light a fire, but 
‘Mrs. Armstrong (fondly known as “Kit”) 
arrived on the scene, riding her fine horse, 
“Headlight”, and soon had the family warm, fed 
and settled for the night. 

In the spring of 1926 the house on the NE 10-29- 
3.W5 was vacated, and the family settled in on 
the land, also owned by John Armstrong, for 
which they were originally destined. Besides this, 
quarter of land, Levi rented and farmed the 
quarter east and another quarter southeast of 
the quarter on which the buildings were located, 
This property is now owned by the Herbert Jobs, 
family. 





As was the custom on the prairies, the family 
planted a huge garden in the spring of 1926, never 
realizing that the yield would be many’ times 
over what had previously grown on the prairie. 
This feat brought many chuckles from 
neighbors, but, at the same time, filled many 
tables both at home for the family and for friends 
and neighbors. 

During these years Levi not only farmed, but 
did carpenter work for other people. Much time 
was spent in clearing land, from which he cut, 
sawed, split and sold wood. Huge wood piles, 
wherever he lived, kept many familles besides 
his own warm and comfortable. Working at 
building and maintaining roads also helped pay 
taxes and supplement the family income. 

In 1929 Levi bought the SE 16-39-3.W5 from E. 
M. Matchett, this Iand being immediately south 
of the town of Eckville. He did not take posses- 
slon until the fall of 1930. This quarter at this 
time was occupied by the Hans Broderson fami- 
ly, who then moved each of the town of Sylvan 
Lake. During this year the family recalls picking 
pails of saskatoons on this newly-purchased 
land, Every afternoon any family member who 
wasn’t assigned other chores took two milk pails 
to fill to the top with berries and return home in 
time for the evening milking. 

After moving to this new location Levi farmed 
portions of NE 16-39-3.W5, owned by W. H. 
Cowan, and also farmed the NW 16-39-3-W' 
belonging to Mrs. Sharron, daughter of E. M. 
Matchett. This quarter, which is divided by the 
C.N.R., is now almost ‘completely included, on 
the north of the railroad, in the town of Eckville, 
‘The remainder is owned by Ewart McDonald, 

On the road beside the buildings on the home 
place was a steep hill, referred to as “Matchett’s 
HII’, which was famous for its excellence as a 
place to go sleigh riding in winter. This sport was 
enjoyed by everyone. 

During these many years Grace Lutz was an 
active member of the Presbyterian Ladies’ Aid, 
and during the depression years every transient 
who knocked on their door was fed. Anyone 
travelling with horses, without a place to sleep, 
always found shelter and food for himself and his 
animals, 

As tractors began replacing horse power on 
the farms in the early 1940's, Levi purchased a 
tractor, and later a grain separator and threshed 
grain for farmers for many miles around. For 
several years, during the war, Levi farmed the 
Merriman land directly east of Eckville. After 
the war he reduced the amount of land he 
farmed, but continued to help two of his sons, 
Clarence and George, who had returned from the 
army and had started farming. In 1956 he sold 
the home quarter to his son-in-law, Ivar Ophus, 
but continued to reside there until his passing in 
August, 1959, at the age of 85 years. Grace passed 
away in February, 1959, at the age of 71 years. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Lutz are laid to rest in the 
Eckville Cemetery’ 























ARTHUR LUTZ FAMILY — by Jean Ophus 

‘Arthur Lutz was born in Fernie, B.C. on 
January 1, 1909, He moved with his parents to the 
Irvine, Alberta area, and then to Eckville in Oc- 
tober of 1925. He attended school at Irvine, and 
for a short time in Eckville. 

For several years he worked for the Moro 
Brothers in their flour mill in Eckville, During 
the war he worked in the North, hauling freight 
on the Alaska Highway. After the war he bought 
a truck, one of several he was to own, and hauled 
gravel ‘on many roads being built In Central 
Alberta, Winters were spent hauling logs and 
lumber in the west country. When rural electri- 
fication came to Alberta he hauled poles for 
powerline construction in many parts of Alberta. 

Arthur married Julia Bromling and they had 
eight children. They are Leah, now married to 
Eddy Kasha; twins, Monty and Hal, (Hal is 
married to Linda Lipka); Clara, married to 
Donald Lockwood; Shelly, married to Edwin 
Engen; Darcy, married to Donna Rennie, Dean- 
na and Kerry, still at home. 

In 1963 Art decided to try his hand at farm- 
ing. For a time he rented land, and then pur- 
chased the SW 35-39-3-W5. He then moved from 
the town of Eckville to this land where he con- 
tinued farming his own land and several rented 
quarters until his death in December, 1975. 

At the time of his passing, Art still had a crew 
of men working for Calgary Power, clearing 
power lines and fencing right-of-ways. 

‘Arthur was an ardent hunter and fisherman, 
He was of a quiet disposition, but his ready smile 
and quick laugh as well as his love of playing 
cards (a pastime at which he spent many, many 
hours) ‘will long be remembered by his many 

riends. 




















LUTZ, ALBERT AND IRMA — by Jean Ophus 

Albert Lutz was born at Irvine, Alberta on 
November 23, 1919 and came to the Eckville area 
with his family in October, 1925. His school years 
were all spent in Eckville and after leaving 
school he went to the West coast where he 
worked at various jobs until enlisting in the 
Royal Canadian Engineers in 1939. After com- 
pleting his basic training he went overseas and 
saw active combat duty in Belgium and France, 

After returning from the army in 1946 Albert 
spent several years doing carpenter work in and 
around Eckviile. Winter employment was found 
in the lumber camps west of Rocky Mountain 
House. 

In August, 1946 he married Irma Turner 
whose home was in Burnaby, B.C. After living in 
Eckville for several years they moved to Red 
Deer and Albert went to work as a maintenance 
‘man at the R.C.A.F. base at Penhold, a position 
he still held at the time of his death in December, 
1971, at the age of 52 years. 

During his years after the war Albert was an 
active member of the Elks Lodge and made 





many friends throughout central Alberta 
through his association with the Lodge. 


LUTZ, WILFRED HERBERT 

Wilfred Herbert Lutz was born at Irvine, 
Alberta, on January 21, 1922. In 1925 he came to 
the Eckville district with his parents, brothers 
and sisters. 

He attended school at Eckville, completing 
Grade 10. During his years on the farm Bill en- 
joyed riding horses and even now, living in the ci- 
ty, he often rides just for relaxation, After leav- 
ing school he worked for a time in the co-op 
butcher shop, drove trucks for Bill MacDonald, 
Ed Needham and Harry Brooks, hauling freight, 
machinery, grain, cattle, or anything there was 
tobe hauled. He also worked for a short time ina 
lumber camp. He worked for Watson Construe- 
tion during the building of the Trans-Canada 
Highway at Golden, B.C. and in the construction 
of irrigation ditches in southern Alberta, He 
worked for Lambs, in Saskatchewan and various 
parts of Alberta. 

In July 1957 he married Harriet Benson, who 
was matron of the Eckville Municipal Hospital. 
‘They later moved to Calgary after a short time in 
Sundre, and they still reside there. 

For several years Bill owned his own gravel 
truck, but he is now employed by C. G. Brown 
Construction Ltd, 

Bill and Harriet have two children, Karen and 
Grant. Both children are still at home and are 
attending school. 














MacDONALD, MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM 
(BILL) — by Dr. Kay MacDonald 

Mr. and Mrs. William (Bill) MacDonald 
arrived in Eckville in 1926. Their daughter, Kay 
(Kathleen), was born in 1928, 

Mother ‘had the first orchestra, with Mrs. 
Findlay. Later Joe Shilley, Walter Hoglund, and 
Mr. Clausen played for many wedding dances. 
Mother taught music to many of the children of 
the community, and also taught school. 

Dad had a trucking company and carried the 
mail for years on the rural routes numbers one 
and three, He also had a small farm near 















Allee, Bland Key MacDonald. 















Hespero, and one west and north of Gilby. He 
loved horses and Aberdeen cattle, which he had 
at the time of his sudden death. 

A snowmobile was used for transporting the 
mail on his mail routes and also for frequently 
taking Dr. Coppock on his winter calls. 

Both mother and dad loved hunting and I can 
still remember Sunday mornings, going out to 
hunt birds north of Eckville. 

Dad was drowned in the Horseguard River in 
1943, on April 7, while trying to get a car from the 
flood waters. He was oniy 48 years old at the time 
of his passing. 

‘Mother passed away on April 7, 1949, also at 
the age of 48 years. Both are buried in the 
Eckville cemetery. 

Our home, which dad built in Eckville, is still 
standing, and belongs to the Presbyterian 
Churen. 


Te MATTHEW MAKI FAMILY—by Hitja 
joblom 

‘Matt Maki arrived in Central Alberta in 1911, 
coming from the United States. At the age of 13, 
years he had come to the United States with his 
uncle. He worked and remained in the United 
States for 17 years, returning to Finland in 1905 
and a while iater married and settled down to 
farming there. A few years later he returned to 
the United States and found his old buddies get- 
ting ready to come to Canada, so he joined them. 

They all came to Rocky Mountain House and 
‘Matt took up a homestead there. A year later he 
had a chance to buy two parcels of land, left from 
the young men who had gone to the Boer War in 
Africa and had not returned. This was called 
Script land, and was available only to a 
homesteader, who could buy it for $1.00 per acre 
if he had proved up on his own homestead. All 
this land was low and muskeg, which had to be 
ditched 

Dad ditched his homestead and broke one 
hundred acres the first two years with his four 
oxen and walking plow. He seeded all this land 
into timothy hay and it grew for years to come. 
He had built a one-room log house, a log barn, 
dug a well and was quite established when, in 
1913, he decided to send for his family from 
Finland, which consisted of mother and we three 
children, John, Saimi and myself (Hilja). We 
learned later that mother didn’t take kindly to 
the new home, but she tried and worked hard to 
make a home there. They added another room to 
the house and got cows and small animals, pigs, 
chickens, and so forth. By now Dad had a team of 
horses and got more later. 

Two children were born in Rocky Mountain 
House—Rannar and Helvie. In 1917 the family 
moved to the Eckville area, two miles west of 
town. Dad wanted higher land where he could 
raise grain, and everyone was happy with the 
move. Dad’s first crop In Eckville was 30 acres of 
wheat and 10 acres of oats. He cut all the sloughs 
for hay and, with the oats, had plenty for their 


five cows and horses. The creek banks were cut 
with a scythe. Before leaving his farm at Rocky 
‘Mountain House dad had cut big pine logs for a 
house and barn on the new place. He hauled them 
home, one wall at a time, the following winter. 
Both buildings are still standing, and in good 
shape, 60 years later. 

Eckville was starting to grow; it had several 
business places, store, creamery and a school for 
us children. The first winters it was hard for the 
smaller ones to get to school as it was so bitterly 
cold. The school was moved to the village and a 
new two-room school was built, which we all en- 
joyed. The first year in Eckville, John, then 10 
years old, had a nasty accident. A horse kicked 
hhim in the face. ‘There was no doctor near so Dad 
rushed to town. The druggist, Mr. 0. Forhan, ad- 
vised John’s going to Red Deer for a doctor's 
care. He phoned Fritz Kina, who had the only 
car around, and away they went. Mr. Forhan 
attended to John the best he could, as he was 
bleeding badly. Dad went along, and also Mr. 
Clausen, the postmaster, in case they had to push 
the car through the mud holes. 


Eventually there were eight children in our 
family. lly was born in August of 1917, Reino on 
October 1, 1919, and Ray on July 12, 1992. By now 
we older ones were good farm hands and we all 
had to work hard. The girls worked in the fields 
as well as milking cows. 

‘Our mother was a quiet woman, and a home- 
loving type. She had to work hard and in the 
winter evenings she would knit mittens and 
socks until far into the night. She sewed 
everything we wore when we were young, but 
always had time to feed anyone who came 
around at mealtime. She was a strong woman, as 
most women had to be, in order to take all the 
hardships of pioneer life. Leaving everything 
behind back home in Finland and starting from 
scratch, almost, and weathering depression 
times, she still’ managed a smile and said, 
“Things will be better.” She enjoyed going to the 
odd picnic; the neighbors gathered at Wood Lake 
at least every June 24, and the U.F.A. and 
U.F.W.A. usually had an outing at some farm, 
which ‘everybody in the community attended. 
‘These were fun times, as were also the Christ- 
mas concerts, The Finnish Christmas concert 
and dance was held at the home of one of our 
neighbors—Jack Hiitala—because the upstairs 
in their house was one big room, a hall, you 
might say. Later, when the Liberty Hall was 
built, the plenics'and dances were held there. 
‘This was about 1924. We used to go there in the 
wintertime with a team and bob sleigh, all 
bundled up, and later on cars became popular, so 
that made travelling nicer. 

As the years passed we children went away to 
work and later on to other places and provinces. 
Saimi went to Vancouver, B.C. in 1933, I followed 
her in 1934 and John and Heivie came in 1936. 
John worked in the Brittania Beach mines. By 














then Saimi had married August Veinman and I 
had married William Sjoblom. 

In 1939 Dad had taken ill and passed away in 
July of that year. We all came home and John 
stayed home to help with the farming,as the 
farm had grown much larger because dad had 
been able to acquire more land from time to 
time. In October of 1939 tragedy struck again 
when Saimi and August Veinman lost their two- 
and-a-half year old son. 

War had broken out, and the young men were 
getting nervous. Reino got his call for the armed 
forces in 1940, and he was overseas for five 
years. John was in the army for four years, with 
Some harvest leaves to help Rannar and’ Ray, 
who were doing the farming, 

In the spring of 1940 Hilja and Bill Sjoblom 
moved from Vancouver to a farm in the Eckville 
district, with their two small girls, Helen, four 
years oid, and Katherine, one year old. Their son 
Allan was born in 1941. Helen, now Mrs. 
Bergeson, has six children: David, Wesley, Ran- 
dy, Verlynn, Karen and Gary. She and her hus- 
band keep busy on thelr farm near Bentley. 
‘Their son David is married to Pat St. Jean and 
they have a daughter, Teja, born in 1977. This 
gives the Bill Sjobloms a great-granddaughter. 
Katherine, now Mrs. Kubbernus, lives in 
Calgary, where her husband, Leon, is foreman 
of a tin-smnlth shop. Both Kay and Leon are 
skilled skiers and mountain climbers, and 
regularly participate in these sports at Banff and 
other areas. They are members of the Alpine 
Mountain Climbers organization. Bill and Hilja 
lived on their farm north of Eckville for 36 years 
before their retirement. In 1976 they bought a 
home in Eckville where they, along with theif 
son Allan, now live. 

In addition to the son which they lost, Saimt 
and August Velnman had one daughter, 
Lorraine. They left Vancouver and moved to 
Seattle, Washington, U.S.A. after the war. 
Lorraine became a registered nurse and later 
married Fred Ewing. She now has seven 
children. The Fred Ewing family now resides in 
Edmonds, Washington 

Helvie married Ted Hagkull in 1939, Their 
four sons are Ronald, of St. Paul, Robert of 
Chilliwack, Ramon of Chilliwack, and Roger of 
Hope, B.C. Helvie and Ted are living in 
Chilliwack, B.C. 

lly married Arnold Matthews in 1945. They 
farmed in the Gilby district until their retire- 
ment to Eckville in 1974. Arnold passed away in 
1975, and Tly continues to live In her home in 
Eckville. 

Reino married Margaret Koskela after retur- 
ning from overseas. They, with their son, Rick, 
reside in Vancouver. 

Ray married Jennie Sutherlund in 1944 and 
they have three girls. Trudy married Ivan 
Houston and they have three children, Krister, 
‘Tyler, and Pamela. They live on a farm near 
Eckville. Barbara married Kenneth Ryan ot 











New Westminster, B.C. Joan married Kenneth 
Biy of Edmonton. ‘They have one son, Shane. 

Rannar married Geneva Docken’ and they 
have two sons. Kenneth, now of Calgary, is 
married, but has no children, Donald, also living 
in Calgary, is married and has two children. 
Rannar and Geneva now live in Drayton Valley, 
Alberta. 

In 1951 Mother had a pleasant surprise when 
her sister came to visit her from Cleveland, 
Ohio, U.S.A. They had not seen each other for 35, 
years. In May, 1952 mother took ill and passed 
away in June, 


MAKI, RAY 

Ray Makl, the youngest of the Matt Maki 
family was born on July 12, 1921. He was raised 
on the farm just west of Eckville. As one of a 
family of eight, he developed a good sense of 
humor and a willingness to help anyone in need. 

On March 29, 1944, he married Jennie 
Sutherland of Rocky Mountain House, who had 
been working in the Eckville Hospital since 1939, 
‘They farmed a half section, the SW 19-39-3-W5 
and the NE 24-39-4-W5, neighboring the Maki 
home place. 

Ray and his brother John had an additional 
quarter, SE 18-39-3-W5, which they jointly owned 
for pasture. 

Ray and Jennie bullt up the farmsite, starting 
with the house in 1945 and the barn in 1947. They 
raised three daughters, Trudy, Barbara and 
Joan. 

(On December 25, 1968, Ray passed away at 
the age of 46 years. 

‘Trudy married Ivan Houston in 1967. They 
farm in the Gimlet district north of Eckville. 
‘Trudy and Ivan have three children, Krister, 
‘Tyler and Pamela, 

Joan married Ken Biy in 1974. They have one 
son, Shayne, and live in Edmonton. 

Barbara, Mrs. Ken Ryan, of Vancouver was 
married in 1975. ‘They have one daughter born 
December 27, 1977. Jennifer Rae is named for 
both her maternal grandparents. 

Jennie was remarried, to Elwood Averill, in 
1910. They farm in the Happy Hill district south 
of Eckville, 


MANN, HAROLD, MAE, AND FAMILY 

Harold S. Mann was born in Exmouth, Devon, 
England. His father was in the Salvation Army 
at the time they came to Alberta in the spring ot 
1905. They were living in Edmonton when Alber- 
ta became a province. 

‘The family moved around often, as Harold's 
father was a minister. They really had no “home 
town”. Harold took his last two years of high 
school at Alberta College, which Is now St 
Stevens, In Edmonton. He later completed two 
years correspondence work from Queen's 
University. He taught school west of Bowden on 
a permit for a semester, before being accepted 
as a bank employee when an opening occurred. 





In 1925 Harold was transferred to the bank in 
Sylvan Lake, and in that year he and Mae 
decided to get married. 

In 1927 the bank decided to open a sub-branch 
in Eckville, so Harold was assigned to come to 
Eckville two or three times a week to handle the 
business. When he didn’t come, Mr. Fred 
Appleton, the Sylvan Lake bank manager, 
came; theoretically, to check up on business. 
‘They had a little wire teller’s cage, a desk and a 
counter ina small office north of the lumber yard 
(which is now Carritt’s Hardware.) Mr. Colpitts, 
a lawyer, also shared this office, which later 
became a doctor's office. They used to go across 
the street to the hotel for lunch, which always 
had the same menu. However, at that time the 
CNR train went west on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday and the train crew always ate at the 
hotel, too. There was always a fresh roast for 
them. 

‘There was a tiny safe in the bank, but nothing 
was left there overnight. When Harold and the 
junior clerk went for lunch, one carried bills and 
the other the silver, and of course one of them 
had a gun. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Mann moved into the bank liv- 
Ing quarters — four tiny rooms — with three 
children and another one on the way, when a full- 
time bank was opened in Eckville in 1930. Mr. 
‘Mann was made manager, at this time being 
only 32 years of age. 

‘Mr. Mann was transferred to Winnipeg in 1949 
and we were there for four years. However, 
Harold missed his farmer customers, and we ali 
missed Alberta, so Harold asked for a transfer 
ack to Alberta. We moved to Athabasca In 1951, 
and to Medicine Hat in 1957. We thought we had 
reached our “Happy Hunting Grounds” for sure, 
and intended to retire in Medicine Hat. Well, the 
best laid plans go awry (as Robbie Burns wrote) 
and ours certainly did. Harold died on November 
18, 1964, after having worked for 42 years without 
sick leave. 





MAE MANN (Wife of Harold Mann) 

Twas born at Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia, 
and at the age of three or four years my family 
moved to the United States, where we lived for a 
few years. In 1912 we moved to Alberta, My high 
school education was obtained in Didsbury, but 
after I began teaching I was there only during 
the summer holidays. Later my father moved to 
the west coast, so I had no place I could call 
home. I love Nova Scotia, and have been back to 
visit there several times. 

I guess Eckville can be called my 
background, as we were there for 17 years, and 
our three youngest children were born there. 
‘Two older boys finished school there. Some of 
those years were pretty rugged. Wouldn't it be 
awful to go back to keeping house without run- 
ning water and electricity! Our big entertain- 
ment was to go to Red Deer and spend 50 or 60 
cents for dinner at the Club Cafe and 40 cents 
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each for a show ticket. When I didn’t have a girl 
to help in the house I had to hire a baby-sitter for 
35 cents. (Big deal!) Sometimes we'd splurge 
after the show for a milk shake (15 cents each.) 
We were supposed to be well-to-do bankers! 

One thing that I felt was a sacrifice, but one 
which we were willing to make, was burning so 
much wood, in the bank and at home, because we 
felt that we should buy the wood from the 
farmers. It would have been easier to burn coal, 
but none of the bank customers was a miner. 

Our oldest son, Avard, is a meteorologist and 
has been supervisor of weather services for 
Alberta, Yukon Territory and part of the North 
West Territories since 1958. He resides in Ed- 
monton. 

Lance, the second son, is also with the 
weather service and is a radio sound technician 
on the weather ship, “Vancouver.” He likes be- 
ing at sea. He is out for seven weeks and on shore 
for five weeks. He and his family live in Victoria, 

Marland, the third son, lives in Toronto and 
has two sons and one daughter. He is manager 
for a storage and distribution company. 

Mary lives in Penawa, Manitoba, which Is the 
town for atomic research establishment. She 
works in the hospital admitting office. Her name 
is now Peterson, and she has two boys and one 
girl, 

Fleur, the youngest daughter, has recently 
moved to Prince George from Toronto. Her hus- 
band is the manager of McLeods store. They 
have three daughters. Her name is now Beliske, 


WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH JANE 
(PRICE) MANNIX 

William (Billie) and Elizabeth Mannix came 
to homestead the NW 14.40-6-W5, in the Bingley 
district on October 22, 1906 from Okotoks, Alta. 
With them came William Joseph, born Feb. 26, 
1903 and Mabel Jane, born May 9, 1905. Norris 
Alberta was born Sept. 26, 1908, 

Billie worked for Martin and McDougell Saw- 
mill the winter of 1906-07. The mill was situated 
on the west side of the NE 3-40-6-W5. For many 
years he supplemented his farm income by saw- 
ing wood around the country with a buzz saw, 
covering the area from Leslieville to Sylvan 
Lake. 

They later bought and moved to a C.P.R. 
quarter, SE_23-39-4-W5, three miles west of 
Eckville, and lived there until 1920 when they 
sold to Frank Bolton, 

‘The children, Joe and Mabel, started school in 
1911 by walking five miles to the Beaver Flats 
school. In 1912 the farmers laid corduroy across 
the swamp and built a bridge across the Last Hill 
Creek, (Horseguard River) which could be used 
only on foot or saddle horse. That made it two 
miles closer to school for children travelling that 
way. 

From the C.P.R. quarter they moved south of 
Withrow where they lived until 1923, when they 
moved to Salmon Arm, B.C. 











Wiliam Joseph, Norris Alberta, and Mabel Jane Mannix about 
1910, 


William Joseph married Vera Merle 
Pendergast June 2, 1934. They have five children 
and reside at Sylvan Lake. 

Mabel Jane married Chester Mason in 1918, 





‘They had eight children. Mabel died in 1960, 
Chester in 1970, 

Norris Alberta married Helen Jacobson in 
1041. They have two girls and reside in Calgary. 

William Henry died Feb. 8, 1935 and is buried 
at Leslieville. 

Elizabeth Jane died Jan. 4, 1960 and is buried 
at Rocky Mountain House. 


MR. AND MRS, BILL MARKS 

Bill Marks arrived in Eckville on October 19, 
1927, just past his 19th birthday, to take over the 
barbershop and poolroom, This was located in 
the hotel and had recently been vacated by Ir- 
vine Palmer, who had moved to Bentley. In 
February of 1928, Bill was married to Georgina 
Robertson, of Red Deer, who was then working 
In the hotei dining room. ‘They moved into a sulte 
over the post office, on Main Street. Sometime 
between then and June, they moved to a small 
house opposite the old Co-op Store, now owned by 
the Pat Hovens. This was a rather fortunate 
move, because on the last Sunday night of June, 
1928, fire destroyed one block on the east side of 
Main Street. Mr. Morris had arrived in Eckville 
that day, to take over the management of the 
creamery, and was staying at the hotel. He men- 
tioned quite often that he sure got a warm recep: 
tion at Eckville. 

‘The barber chair was saved, and BUll set up 
shop on the stage of the community hall, which 
“Happy”, the Chinese man, purchased and con- 
verted into a restaurant, having lost his in the 
fire, Mike Sestrap put up a building to the south 
of this, and it housed the barbershop and 
poolroom on the south side and the post office on 
the north side. Dan Clausen put up a new 
bullding back on the east side, and Bill and 
Georgie opened up the “Jiffy Lurich” in the part 
vacated by Dan. 

Bll Jr. was born in January of 1930 in the 
house just east of their house, which was 
operated as a nursing home by @ Mrs. Porter 
(Mrs, Joe Marshall's mother). ‘There was no 
hospital in Eckville at that time. The doctor was 
Dr. Sommerville. 

Lighting for the barbershop and poolroom 
was first by gasoline lamps, then gasoline 
burners (mantles) with a gasoline pressure tank 
outside and piped into the burners. The next im- 
provement was a 32-volt lighting plant, followed 
by electricity from August Moro's plant at fitty 
cents at K.W., and finally by Calgary Power. 

Recreation was mainly baseball, badminton 
and dancing. Curling was added, as’soon as the 
curling rink was built. Eckville had one of the 
best baseball teams in the district, helped, no 
doubt, by second baseman, Freddie 
Bardenhagen, who used to ‘‘doctor’’ the 
baseballs for pitchers Carl and Art Raabis. 

Bill and Georgie sold the barbershop in 1940 
and the Jiffy Lunch in 1941, when Bill joined the 
R.C.AP. At this time Georgie and Bill Jr. moved 
to Sylvan Lake. After Bill's discharge from the 


































































service they operated an electrical shop at 
Sylvan Lake for approximately 29 years. They 
have now retired, but are still living in Sylvan 
Lake. 


MARSHALL, JOSEPH T. — by Mrs. Laura 
Marshall 

Joseph ‘T. Marshall was born October, 1886, 
He’ emigrated from Armagh, North Ireland to 
‘Toronto in 1909. Having had training as a 
druggist, he was able to secure a job there work- 
ing for Timothy Eaton in the drug department of 
the store for three years. In 1912 he and a cousin, 
the late Charles Rolston, also a druggist, decided 
toheed the slogan "Go West, young man, go west 
and grow up with the country.” From ‘Toronto 
they worked thelr way westward, stopping off at 
many places, until they reached Sylvan Lake. 
‘The C.N.R. had just been built through this area 
{in the fall of 1911. 

In Sylvan Lake they built and operated a drug 
store, later branching out into groceries and dry 
goods. In the fall of 1919 they sold out this 
business; Joe taking off for the “Ould Sod” for a 
holiday. ‘(Charles Rolston returned to Toronto 
with his wife, but they were soon back to Alberta 
where they opened a store in Rimbey.) 

Joe returned to Canada in May, 1920, this time 
ending up at Eckville. I might add here, that the 
snow was on the ground whemhe left Red Deer in 
October, 1919, and was still on the ground upon 
his return in May, 1920. Many will remember the 
hard, long winter of "19 and 20. At about this 
time Bill Cowan's first wife had died and Bill had 
taken the body east for burial. Joe was engaged 
to manage the Cowan’s Hardware Store while 
Bill was away. 

In the fall of 1920 Joe built his own store and 








Laura and Joe Marshall Wedding, August 16, 1928 Einor 
Johnson, Violet Singer (Kirby). 
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operated it as “Marshall's Hardware and Dry 
Goods”. Ably assisted by his wife, he continued 
in this business, in the same location, until his 
retirement in 1964, when he sold the business to 
Art Moench. A period of 44 years in the same 
business at the same place testifies to Joe's 
success in the venture. 

In 1928 he married Miss Laura Porter, of Con- 
dor. They had a family of three daughters — 
Mavis, (who passed away in 1975), Maureen, and 
Josephine. Mavis and Josephine received their 
Ru. from Holy Cross in Calgary, and Maureen 
became a secretary and bookkeeper. 

Joe served the town of Eckville in many 
capacities. When the village was incorporated in 
1921 Joe, along with Bill McHattie and Clare 
Crosbie, ‘made up the first village council, and 
Joe is now the only surviving member of this 
council. Off and on through the years he served 
many terms as a council member. He also 
served on the local school board for several 
terms and was for one term on the Eckville 
Mutual Telephone Board. For nineteen con- 
secutive years he was a member of the local 
hospital boar¢ 











Joe Marshall 
Maureen, Mavis, 


‘Christmas day, 1952. Joe Marshall, Jolo, 


In 1971 Joe was honored by the town and was 
presented, by Miss Helen Hunley (M.L.A.) with 
a plaque for dedicated service to the town of 
Eckville. He is still alert, and is interested in 
local activities as well as provincial and federal 
politics. He reached his 90th birthday in the fall 
of 1976. He and his wife, Laura, are enjoying 
their retirement in their home in Eckville. 


‘THE E. M. MATCHETT FAMILY — by Gladys 
Matchett Turner 

‘My father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. E. M. 
Matchett, along with my’ two brothers, Ralph 
and Edward, and myself, moved from St. 
‘Thomas, Ontario to Red Deer about the year 1902 
or 1903, where we lived for about a year and a 
half. My father and two brothers took 
homesteads and my sister, who lived in the East, 
bought a C.P.R. quarter on the banks of the 











Horseguard creek. My uncle, Mr. Ralph Brown, 
and family settled on a homestead about two 
miles west and a Mr. James McFaul and family 
a little farther on. Later my brother Ed sold his 
quarter to the C.P.R. for the town-site of 
Eckville, 

‘Mr. and Mrs. J. Carney and family lived to 
the east on the Medicine River. They moved to 
Dutton, Montana — I don’t remember the 
date. Dorcas Brown married Paul Pykiet. She is 
now living in Kansas, U.S.A. Theresa Brown 
married Lewis Fitch and lived at Rocky Moun- 
tain House. She passed away in 1976. 

I believe the first teacher when the school was 
north of the town was Miss Fenerty, from the 
Maritimes. She boarded with a cousin, Mrs. 
Killick, at old Eckville. Amy Richardson, 
another teacher, stayed with the Ecktords. 
Agnes Hampton and Miss McMann stopped with 
mother. 

T believe Dr. Evans was the first doctor. He 
later moved to Didsbury. In the winter we had 
dances at different homes, sometimes driving as 
far as Leslieville on cold winter nights. Mr. 
‘McFaul and Albert Armstrong played the violin. 
Later, when the hall was built, the dances were 
held there. My husband played the piano and 
helped out. We had skating parties on a slough on 
my dad's farm and on the Medicine River at the 
Carney's. In the winter my brother hauled fence 
posts from a tamarack swamp west and a little 
south of the town. In early days there were quite 
a few prairie fires, which were frightening, as 
‘well as hail storms, 


MATTHEWS, FELIX AND ETHEL — by Ethel 
Matthews 

Felix Maynard Matthews was born No- 
vember 24, 1909 on the homestead, SW 28-40.3- 
W5 (now owned by Walter Andrew). He was the 
fourth child of Adam and Anna Matteus. He 
attended Andrews school until his parents 
bought NW 17-40.3-W5; then he attended Esto- 
nian school. When his brother was teaching 
Gaetz school he went to school there for a year, 

Felix and his brother farmed in the Bow 
Island, Alberta district for several years, re- 
turning to Eckville in 1930. He was married to 
Ethel Lutz on December 23, 1931. 

Ethel was born in Irvine, Alberta on January 
21, 1913 and went to school in Irvine, and Win- 
nipeg, Manitoba. She arrived In Eckville in April 
of 1928. She worked in Red Deer, Edmonton and 
Eckville prior to her marriage. Clifford Arthur 
was born in Eckville on January 8, 1933. 

‘The family moved to Rimbey in March of 
1933. Grace Iona was born there on October 16, 
1935. They returned to the Gilby district in 1937 to 
the SE 17-40-3-W5, which they had purchased 
before moving to Rimbey. As there were only 15 
acres broke, they set to work with grub hoes and 
axes to clear the rest of the land. To earn a little 
cash Felix played drums in an orchestra with 
‘Mrs. William MacDonald and Archie Cun- 




























Felix Matthews family. Back row: AMlene, Beverly. Front: Ions, 
Fel, Ethel and Clifford 


ningham for a dollar a night, Felix was also a 
mechanic and helped the neighbors to keep their 
cars and tractors running. 

Jean Arlene was born in Eckville on October 
18, 1944, and Beverly Elaine on March 11, 1946. 

In 1944-1945 Felix operated a Caterpillar for 
Curry Construction, loading gravel for the roads 
in the M.D. of Red Deer, M.D. of Lacombe, and 
the Local improvement District. In 1946 Felix 
bought a TD9 International tractor and worked 
at gravelling roads. He also had a backhoe with 
which he dug basements and put in sewer lines in 
Eckville and farm sewer systems. He also 
worked for Calgary Power with a pole-hole 
digger, digging holes for power lines in several 
districis in Alberta. In 1950 Felix, Ethel and 
family moved to the town of Eckville, renting the 
farm to Arnold Matthews, who later bought the 
land, Felix sold out in 1966 and spent a year in 
Vancouver. 

Clifford is married to Dorothy Engen and 
they have two children, Nolan and Gwen. Iona Is 
married to Herbert Oja and they have four 
children — Ian, Lorne, Lauren and John. Arlene 
was married to Robert Wise and had two girls, 
Roberta and Rhonda. She is now married to 
Gerald Heft and they have two children, Brian 
and Tracey. Beverly is married to Vincent 
Bowker and thelr two children are Wanita and 
Vincent. 

Felix passed away October 13, 1971 and is 
buried in the Gilby cemetery. Ethel is now living 
in Granisle, B.C. 


MATTHEWS, ROBERT (BOB) AND EILEEN — 
by Ellen Matthews 

Robert Eugene, youngest son of Adam and 
Anna Matthews, was married to Eileen Ferguson 
in May, 1944. Bob worked on road construction 
with the municipality for two years, then went to 
work for his older brother, Felix, hauling gravel. 








In 1950 Bob went to work for the Massey Harris 
agent, the late Chester Kasha. This is when Bob 
decided to become a mechanic, and each winter 
for three years he attended a short term at 
Southern Alberta Institute of Technology in 
Calgary to obtain a journey-man's certificate. 

Bob, being of musical nature, played the 
plano with several different orchestras. They 
played for country dances once, and sometimes 
twice, a week, which really helped the family 
budget, 

‘Bob and Eileen have three children — Larry, 
born May, 1945, Wayne born in September, 1946 
and Janice born in May, 1951. 

Larry is married to Rhonda Jarvis and they 
now live in Eckville. Larry and Rhonda spent 
eight years in the Yukon where Larry worked for 
the Department of Transport, as a radio 
operator. Their three sons are Steven, Daryl and 
Blaine. 

Wayne Is married to Keltle Hughes and 
workes for an ofl company as an off-shore drill- 
ing superintendent. Their two children are Shane 
and Melanie. 

Janice is married to Dr. Greg Edwards and 
they live in Ponoka, where Greg has a dentistry 
practice. 

Eileen has been employed at the Eckville Co- 
op since 1960. 

In 1956 Bob became the U.F.A. bulk fuel agent 
in Eckville and also operated a garage in connec- 
tion with the business. However, in 1975 the gar- 
age was burned and was not re-built. Bob and son 
Larry now operate the bulk fuel delivery and a 
small service station. 





‘THE W. G. McANDREWS FAMILY — by Max- 
ine MeAndrews 

William (best known by everybody as Red’) 
and Maxine McAndrews and children, Murray 
and Margaret Anne, moved to Eckville trom 
Calgary in March, 1949. Red was hired as Dry 
Goods and Grocery Manager for the Eckville Co- 
op Store, and in 1950 became General Manager. 
He held that position until July 1967, then moved 
to Calgary as Retail Adviser for Federated Co- 
operative. 

During our 18 years in Eckville we had three 
more children — Jerry, Phillip and Stewart. All 
but Stewart attended school in Eckville. 
‘Margaret Anne took a C.N.A. course in Edmon- 
ton in 1967 and in 1969 she married Don Sheets. 
‘They have two children — Kelly, six, and Glen: 
da, ‘three, and presently live in Stonehaven, 
Scotland. Don is a tool pusher on an oil rig in the 
North Sea. 

Jerry married Sandra MacDonald from 
Calgary in 1972. They are still in Edmonton. 
Jerry attends the University of Alberta in the 
faculty of Dentistry and will graduate in May, 
1978. Sandy works as a Dental Hygenist, but wi 
soon retire to care for our third grandchild, 

Murray married Donna Hennig of 
Beaverlodge in 1974. They live in Calgary, where 
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Murray works for Calgary Co-Op and Donna at 
Primeo Home Supplies. 

Philip is manager and Karate Master at 
Simons Karate Studio in Edmonton. He was 
married in November, 1976 to Jackie Mah, and 
she is his receptionist. Philip has had diabetes 
since 1972, but seems to live a good active life 
anyway. 

Stewart Is just sixteen and ready for his 
driver’s license. He is in grade ten at Westwood 
Collegiate, plays hockey, football and basket 
ball, as well as working part-time at Red River 

"0-0p. 

All the boys have been very active in sports, 
especially hockey and football. 

While in Eckville Red was mayor from March 
1954 to 1960. In 1953-1954 the town sewer system 
was installed, a new fire truck purchased and a 
fire hall built. He was back on counell from 1963 
to 1967 and was mayor from 1964 to 1966, when 
the water system was installed, 

He was secretary of the Arena Building Com- 
mittee. The Arena was officially opened on 
January 25, 1964, with an ice carnival. Mr. J, M. 
McDonald cut the ribbon at the opening. The 
original building, seats and waiting room cost 
$54,600. Of this amount, $28,000 was raised by 
donations from farmers’and business men. The 
government grant provided $5,200, winter works 
$8,000, the village $3,500, the Lion’s Club $5,000 
and two ice carnivals and two rodeos together 
raised $5,000. A fine tribute to a hard-working 
community! For the opening day we made one 
hundred thirty pounds of hamburger into patties 
in our kitchen. 

Red played first base or third base for the 
Eckville baseball team from 1949 until 1955. He 
was also an avid curler and took in all the local 
bonspiels. He was on a rink with Tom Forhan, 
Don MeDonald, and Bob Kraft for the Council 
Play-offs in Edmonton. 

i was kept busy looking after an active, grow- 
ing family, but spent some time with the Ladies 
‘Aid, Ladies Curling Club, Home and School, and 
Boy Scout Parents Group. We fondly remember 
the good times at the Lion’s “do's, the 
firemen’s masquerades, the New Year's dances 
and sing songs, the high school graduations and 
the Eckville Sportsday parades. 

We lived in Calgary from 1967 to 1969 then 
moved to Red Deer, where Red was general 
manager of the Co-op there until 1974. He then 
came to Winnipeg as Region Manager of 
‘Manitoba, but is now back in retail business as 
General Manager of Red River Co-op of Win- 
nipeg. 

‘We hope to move back to Alberta upon retir 
ment to enjoy visiting our family and old-time 
friends. 


MRS. J. M. McDONALD (NEE MARGARET 

MeNEIL) — by Mrs. Margaret McDonald 
Quebec was the birthplace of both my 

parents, Hugh and Martha McNeil. I was born at 




















Pointe aue Chene, Quebec, in 1892 and was the 
eldest of eight children. For 12 years we lived in 
Quebec, halfway between Monireal and Ottawa 
‘on the Quebec side of the Ottawa River. 

In 1904 the family of eight children moved to 
Riverside (later named Elbow), Saskatchewan, 
and filed on a homestead. By 1912 there were 
seven children and papa wished for more land. 
So, we set out west to purchase a farm where 
land was more readily available, We resided in 
Lacombe for a few months before papa was able 
to buy a suitable location and in January, 1913, 
we settled on the NW 22-38-3 W5. 

Iwill try to give you some idea of the village 
as it was during the years 1913 to 1920. There 
Were two railway lines only one mile apart. 
Eckville was situated on the C.N. Railway and 
Kootuk on the C.P. Railway. ‘There was one 
building at Kootukt, a box car, which was the sta- 
tion. John Lundberg managed the hotel in 
Eckville which was more like a boarding and 
rooming house. When John Lundberg sold his 
business, it was bought by Harry Low. During 
the time Harry was the proprietor he married 
Miss Thompson, teacher of the Eckville Elemen- 
tary School. There was one elevator (Parish and 
Heimbecker). Helmbecker had his living 
quarters where the Carritt Hardware is now 
located. He had an office in the front. There were 
two grocery stores, a garage, livery barn, 
lumberyard and a small bank, where the Bank of 
Commerce is at present, I believe there were 
eight or 10 dwellings. 

Some villagers Kept a few livestock. We had a 
barn on a back lot, now owned by Margaret 
Schofer, where we housed a cow, a dozen 
chickens, two horses and the occasional pigs or 
rabbits. In 1936 my husband bought Id acres of 
land one mille west of Eckville and the barn was 
moved to what Is now the Ewart McDonald farm. 

In the early days we provided our own 
amusements. There were social evenings every 
Saturday night at which we played whist and had 
community singing and some games. Then 
bridge became a more popular card game, and 
we had to be more settled and serious to play 
bridge. When there were no parties in the hall 
some couple would have two or three tables of 
cards in their home and we would play until one 
or two o’clock In the morning. 

‘My husband, J. M. McDonald, was born at 
Valleytield, Prince Edward Island, in 1891. Dur- 
ing most of his childhood he suffered from bovine 
tuberculosis. When he was 16 years old, doctors 
found it necessary to amputate his leg, which 
was certainly a major operation at that time. 
Between illness and trying to educate himself he 
‘became despondent and, as a last resort, decided 
to emigrate west. He travelled to Regina and 
stayed with a cousin, who was a Mountie there. 
‘The prairies did not appeal to him, and, in 1910, 
he took the train to Red Deer. Upon inquiring 
about land, G. W. Brown, the Presbyterian 
minister, suggested that he might get a 














homestead in the Leslieville area. Without delay 
he filed on the SW 3-40-5 W5. While working at 
brushing and such rigors of homesteading, 
although severely handicapped, he gained a 
measure of health, 

He had taught school on Prince Edward 
Island, taking his training at Prince of Wales 
College, so he took on teaching duties at the new- 
ly built Campbell School. Although his parents 
were poverty ridden, education was given priori- 
ty, and some of the family had a college educa- 
tion. My husband continued teaching in the 
Leslieville area until 1914, when he went to 
Calgary Normal School, as school regulations 
required it. Financing a year at Normal School 
was a real problem. Along with buying books, 
paying for board, he needed new clothes, as the 
ones he had were threadbare. He bought a blue 
serge suit for $12. and even that meant a “large 
hole in his pocket.”” He finished Normal School in 
June, went to teach at Melita, near Benalto, and 
was there for four years. During the flu epidemic 
of 1918 he volunteered to drive the nurse 
throughout the district. As no medicine was 
prescribed by doctors, they experimented and 
found that alcohol worked miracles — par- 
ticularly on abstainers. They were fortunate in 
not losing a patient. 

I met my husband at Melita when he bought 
my box at a box social. We were married In Red 
Deer, September 28, 1920, by a Presbyterian 
minister, W. G. Brown, to whom I referred 
earlier. The West had been so good to him that 
we were able to afford a very enjoyable two- 
months honeymoon in Prince Edward Island, On 
December 1, 1920 we moved into the house, in 
Eckville, which he had previously built for an of- 
fice, in'1918. The original is still standing, 
although enlarged and renovated many times. 

He went back to teaching and taught for two 
years at Benjamin. Mack had a faithful pony, 
Frankie, and a cutter or buggy, which he 
drove the 14 miles every weekend. He was then 
Principal at Estonia for two years. The other 
teacher was Miss Benedicson, a wonderful per- 
son, 

For health reasons he finally found it 
necessary to discontinue teaching and, instead, 
dealt in insurance. He was appointed auditor and 
justice of the peace in 1913. He retained the post- 
tion of auditor until schools were consolidated 
and was J.P. for Alberta, a record number of 
years, which was at least 50! He was also game 
‘warden, and dealt in hay, too, so was busy with a 
number of jobs. 

Real Estate business was of great interest to 
him. Besides selling land for others he often 
bought land himself, According to a map, dated 
1923, he owned the E34-39-3 W5. remember how 
concerned I was, and wished that he would quit 
dealing, when he had bought the NW 23-33-5 W5, 
Henry Mitzner, when visiting one day, inquired 
of dad why he would buy a quarter that was 
nothing but willow brush and swamp. The land 














was brushed and water was drained into a creek 
at the south end of the quarter. Now, this is con- 
sidered a piece of choice land. Later, he bought 
the SW16-39-3 WS, which was owned by the C.P. 
Railway. This was another deal that was 
shunned by many and was considered a poor in- 
vestment, as the soil was very rocky. Up to the 
present time huge amounts of valuable gravel 
have been taken from this quarter. 

In 1925 he bought his first car, a Gray Dort, 
and we went to Waterton Lakes. We had a very 
pleasant holiday there with McGregors, who had 
previously lived in Eckville. While here, Ken 
‘McGregor was employed as a salesman, selling 
parts for machinery — such machines as there 
were In those days. 

‘On July 24, 1928, there was a terrible 
hailstorm that played havoc with grain crops in 
the area, During the same storm lightning struck 
alarge stack of hay that we had just piled on the 
NW 23-29.3 WS. This fire meant a considerable 
loss to us, as, for various reasons, we were in a 
financial bind at the time. 

August 3, 1928, proved to be a disastrous day 
for the village of Eckville, as a fire began where 
the drugstore is now located and completely 
swept down the east side of the street. Mr. Von 
Holtum had a gas and oil station located there 
and it was thought that lightning struck the 
building. Richard Clausen, the first to notice the 
fire, sounded the alarm, about two a.m. By the 
way, anumber of you likely recall the antiquated 
fire alarm that was in the form of a large pole 
with a metal disc at the top, which gong, when 
struck by a huge metal spike that was attached 
toa rope, made a loud noise that carried con- 
siderable distance. Residents soon arose, but a 
“pucket brigade” was ineffective in controlling 
the blaze. A Chinese, “Happy”, had just started 
a restaurant on the east side of the street. 
Volunteers helped him move his equipment to 
safety. I clearly recall “Happy's” excited, fren- 
zied state, and that he was completely incapable 
of assisting in the moving of the dishes, cooking 
utensils, counters. Dad had built a garage on the 
side of our barn and the restaurant equipment 
was stored there temporarily. My husband 
bought the hall that is presently the jewellery 
store in Eckville and in a short time carpenters 
had made alterations to the building so that it 
was ready to be used as a cafe. “Happy” was 
certainly pleased with his new location, and 
‘operated the cafe there for a number of years. 

‘Twelve o’clock noon was a time for activity 
and excitement and was looked forward to by 
many, as this was the time when the train 
stopped in the village on its way to and from 
Nordegg. The crew and passengers got their 
meals at the hotel, but, as it had also been 
destroyed by the fire, the crew boarded at our 
place. At the same time there were hail ad- 
justors in the area who got board and room with 
us. Although this meant a lot of work, it was en- 
joyable cooking for the tralnmen and hail ad- 
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justors, as they were jolly and had fun joking 
with one another. 

‘Tis sald “Life is for living”. We must have 
been in agreement with this adage as during the 
early 30s we had a cottage at Sylvan Lake. We 
spent considerable time vacationing there with 
family and friends. 

Soon came the depression, which affected a 
good deal of the world, particularly the prairies, 
We didn’t suffer, in this part of Alberta, as we got 
enough moisture to have fair crops. In the year 
1936, the district donated a carload of vegetables 
to Saskatchewan, as there was a terrible drought 
in that province. That was the first year we 
attempted farming, and we had an acre garden 
‘west of town that produced well; thus we had an 
abundance of vegetables to give away to those 
less fortunate. 

‘In 1937 Mack was appointed administrator for 
the Debt Adjustment Act by the federal govern- 
ment. The act was a scheme Introduced whereby 
farmers had their debts reduced. As this project 
covered a large area, Mack required a 
secretary. One of these was Myla (nee Hoglund) 
and the other was Ada Doupe of Red Deer. She 
married Morley Obee, who was then employed 
by the creamery. They now reside in Cranbrook, 








Mr. and Mis. J. M. MeDonald family. Nel, Ewart, Donald 
Margaret and Phyl 


We managed to convince our two eldest sons 
that farming was a good life to pursue. By help- 
ing them with management and finances, Mack 
got them to continue his love of animals and the 
Iand, He also showed his interest in agriculture 
by assisting with school fairs, calf clubs, and 











Save the Soil Program, at which time he worked 
with Peter Yacooshin. 

One of the highlights of his life was the honor 
of cutting the ribbon for the opening of the arena 
in Eckville in January, 1966, as he was very 
sports-minded. 

We had five children — Phyllis (Andrew), 
Donald and Ewart of Eckville; Margaret 
Ferguson of Red Deer, and our youngest son, 
Neil, and his wife, Darlene, and children, Dean 
and Danni, live in Lethbridge. Neil works for the 
Federal Department of Agriculture, as a hor- 
ticulturist. 

Looking over my husband’s diary for 1962 1 
read the following: “I had many worries during 
my long life and my present most pressing one in 
which Tam unable to get my friends to share is 
“Inflation’.” What would he say of today! 

For many years I enjoyed being a member of 
the Presbyterian Ladies Aid. The year 1971 was a 
memorable one for me, as I was honored by the 
town for having been a continuous resident for 
50 years. I was also given a plaque by the 
Eckville Presbyterian Church, indicating that I 
had been a member for half a century, 

‘Our years spent in Eckville were very en- 
joyable and satisfying ones, no doubt because we 
met so many interesting, congenial folks. I am 
presently living in Eckville's lovely Manor 
House, a home for Senior Citizens, 





DONALD A. McDONALD AND FAMILY — by 
Don McDonald 

Donald McDonald was born in Eckville on 
April 29, 1923, the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
M. McDonald. He attended Eckville School for 
nine years then was at Olds Agricultural College 
for two years. He graduated from there in 1942, 
Following this, he farmed with his father and 
brother Ewart until 1954. In 1951 he bought the 
NE 23 from John Lundberg and was already far- 
ming the NW 23, as his father owned this land. 

Donald moved into the John Lundberg house 
in the spring of 1955 and he “‘batched”” on the 
farm for a few years, 

He is very interested in sports, and was a 
keen competitor. He enjoyed hockey and played 
for the Olds Elks from 1948 to 1952. He spent the 
winter of 1952-1953 in Scotland, playing for the 
Falkirk Lions. He returned to Canada and played 
for Olds again from 1953-1954. His last year in the 
Central Alberta Hockey League he played for the 
Red Deer Shamrocks. He was awarded the 
MacKenzie Trophy for being the highest scorer 
in the League in 1951-1952. Age and his health 
have forced him to hang up his blades, but he has 
been a coach in the Eckville Minor Hockey 
League, and also with the Rocky Rams in Rocky 
‘Mountain House. 

‘During the summers of 1947 to 1955, although 
busy with the farm, Donald managed to play 
quite a lot of basebail for Eckville. 

Donald has also been a member of the 
Eckville Curling Club for many years. In 1956 a 














rink comprised of Tom Forhan, Red McAndrew, 
Don McDonald and Robert Kraft represented 
‘their zone in the Briar Playdowns in Edmonton, 

He now enjoys playing bridge, and is a 
member of the Red Deer Bridge Club. 

‘In 1958 Donald met and married Hilary Voes, 
an R.N. from the United Kingdom. They have 
two children. Mary was born in 1959 and Neil 
John was born in 1966. In 1966 they bought the NE 
quarter from Mrs. McColman, They have a 
mixed farm, with hogs, beef cattle and grain. 

Hilary Frances McDonald was born on May 
29, 1934 in Chandlers Ford, England. She 
received all her education in that country before 
immigrating to Canada in 1957, coming first to 
‘Toronto then moving on west to Eckville. She has 
worked as an R.N. before and since her 
marriage, 

A small, slight person who had never lived on 
a farm, she soon built up her muscles helping 
with the farm work. Her main interests in her 
spare time are her singing and her church work. 
She was a C.G.LT. leader in the Eckville 
Presbyterian Church from 1968 to 1974. She is a 
member of the church choir and also of a choir in 
Red Deer, called the Waska-Sues. Born with a 
id imagination and a sense of fun, she has 
played, produced and helped with many 
humorous skits and plays. 

Mary Lois McDonald was born on August 15, 
1959 in Eckville. She has attended Eckville 
School, graduating with her high school diploma 
in 1977. She has been active in church and com- 
munity groups, including the Gilby 4-H Club, 
C.G.LT. and as a Sunday School teacher. As a 
student, she studied the piano, obtaining her 
Grade VI and Theory I diplomas. 

Neil John McDonald was born on May 19, 
1966. He is an active boy and is attending the 
Eckville Elementary School. He is also a 4H 
member, minor hockey player, attends Sunday 
School and Is learning to play the plano. 

‘One story that should not go unrecorded Is the 
story of the blizzard on January 1, 1959, A family 
dinner was planned at the Roy Andrew farm and 
everyone went. Following a sumptuous New 
Year's Day dinner, everyone settled down to 
play cards or visit.’ The Andrew residence is a 
large, well-constructed home sheltered by trees, 
From time to time, someone would glance out a 
window and remark that it seemed to be blowing 
a bit, but no one was really interested in the 
weather — it was nice and warm inside, 

Following a lunch early in the evening, 
families started gathering up their respective 
youngsters to depart for home. The Laurence 
‘Fergusons with four small children under seven 
years of age were the first ones ready to leave. 
‘The blizzard was at its height, and there were 
some bad drifts in the driveway. The car was 
stuck before they went very far, but they were 
confident that with a bit of help they would be 
fine once they got onto the road. Roy Andrew, 
who had a fine line of machinery under cover, 























started up the tractor and pulled the car to the 
highway. ‘They were then on their way, and the 
‘men returned to the house to get warm, Someone 
remarked in a casual way that it seemed to be 
drifting quite a bit. 

‘The other members of the party made ready 
to leave. Mr. J. M. McDonald was in his 
wheelchair and would have to be carried out to 
the car, This took a little time, and some were 
beginning to wonder if they should start out at 
all. But then, the Fergusons had left, so the road 
must be all right. Since Mr. McDonald Sr. was in 
the car by this time, it was agreed all should 
leave together in case they ran into some trou- 
ble. 

Roy was just getting ready to pull the car 
down the driveway and Phyllis, his wife, was 
busy bringing blankets in case they were needed 
on the trip, when a figure appeared, staggering 
up the road. It was Laurence, who looked like he 
had had a brush with death. He had got only 
about half a mile down the road and the ear was 
hopelessly stuck. He had had to retrace his steps 
Into the storm. Being a city slicker, he didn’t 
have his long johns along, and almost perished in 
the walk back to the house. 

‘This changed the situation drastically. Quick- 
ly the tractor and all available men left the farm 
and went to the stranded vehicle. Fortunatel 
all was well with those left in the car, and the car 
was towed back to the farm. Everyone then 
prepared to stay the night and wait for the 
weather to moderate. What could well have been 
a tragic and senseless incident in the McDonald 
history turned out to become the longest- and 
best-remembered New Year's dinner of a 
Ifetime. 





EWART McDONALD FAMILY — by Vivian 
McDonald 

‘Third child, second son of John and Margaret 
‘MeDonald, born July 18, 1925, in the family home 
in Eckville. He attended school in Eckvilie leav- 
ing before completing his Grade 12 — the farm 
chores beckoned more loudly than the school 
bell. 

His earliest recollections of Eckville were go- 
ing to school with a lot of ‘‘Finnish” children, 
some had to learn English at school. Their 
fathers could speak English but the odd mother, 
only a few words. 

Winter carnivals were a big event for young 
people. The Finnish ethnic group dominated the 
skling events. Ewart remembers the fancy 
toques they wore and the skiing equipment. 
Some of the contestants couldn't speak English 
so the cheering and shouts of encouragement 
were like a touch of the Olympics! 

‘The Finnish were community-minded people 
having their own drama club and athletic group, 
that practised In the hall adjacent to our home. 
He remembers Mr, Jokinen as barking the com- 
mands as they were doing tumbling acts and 
building pyramids to the celling, Their saunas 


were a popular thing on Saturday nights and 
their first luxury. Most of the Finnish people 
were successful farmers and influential people 
in the community. 

Where did he get his ‘“kicks""? Trying to tease 
the local Chinaman in the restaurant, skating on 
the rivers, playing marbles, walking to Shorty 
Westphal’s to gamble on his punchboard and 
riding his saddlehorse to Grandpa and Grandma 
‘MeNeils' on the week-ends — and be important 
for a couple of days. In winter he enjoyed 
tobogganing down Forhan’s hill and in summer 
swimming in the Horseguard and Medicine 
fers. They would go upstream in the Spring, 
build a raft and float it down when the ice was go. 
ing out. 

‘How was he punished for getting into trouble? 
Barred from seeing the show that was shown in 
the hall every two weeks. Occasionally, in the 
winter, on a Saturday, he was made to go to the 
Medicine and bring home a sack of fish. 
Sometimes this did not take too long, he now 
wonders where the fish have gone. He thinks he 
can remember the last Pow-Wow held in this 
area by the Indians (which is now part of our 
land). He and two other boys (Goldfinch’s) 
walked west from town on the track and watched 
the proceedings one afternoon and when spotted 
by the Indians they immediately ran all the way 
back to Eckville. This certainly made an impres- 
sion and probably broke a speed record for their 
age. 

Later in life, (his father had bought and sold 
land for Hudson Bay) his father purchased a 
quarter and put deposits on two others. His idea 
to get something to get his sons out of the 
“Metropolis”! 

‘This 114 acres west of town (N 17-39-3-W5) 
became the home place, being a ten minute run 
from town, This Is where we are now living with 
other adjoining land being acquired. 

We have been in mixed farming, 20 years sell- 
ing hatching eggs, registered grain growing, 
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Family picture taken Angus, 
Bernadete, Vivian, Gertrude and Ewart McDonald 


1975. Left 10 right: Adar, 








dairying (supplied milk for Eckville for 14 
years). Our next venture was the most exciting, 
raising Maine Anjou cattle. However, we aré 
taking it much easier now keeping a few cattle 
and raising grain, 

Recalling the changes, he is sure the oil and 
gas discoveries were the most impressive. Very 
few have mineral rights and the area hasn't been 
recognized as much as other areas, There are 
four gas plants in the area and none have been 
named with “Eckville” in their locations. 

In 1950, Ewart found time to “run-off” and get 
married to Gertrude Hagerman of Sylvan Lake, 
who had taught at Shady Lane School where he 
met her. Raising three children and part-time 
Home Economics teaching for 10 years has kept 
Gertie’s life busy. 

Bernadette was born in 1951. She is now 
married to Frank Wyzykoski and lives south of 
town with thelr three children. 

Adair born in 1953 is apprenticing as a 
plumber in Red Deer. He married Susan Parker 
from Prince Edward Island, 

Vivian, 20 years old, is hoping to complete her 
fourth year at University of Alberta, Bachelor of 
Education program with Home Economies Ma- 
jor. 











MeDONELL, DOUGLAS AND MORA — by 
‘Mora McDonell 

Douglas McDonell was born in Medicine Hat, 
Alberta in 1896, the third son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter McDonell of Okotoks, Alberta. He 
married Mora Hopkins, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Hopkins, In Brooks in July, 1924. They 
lived on a farm near Gem, Alberta, Before mov- 
ing to the Gilby district in November, 1925, along 
with Mora’s parents, 

he livestock, machinery, and other 

Possessions of the two families were loaded into 
four box cars and were shipped to Eckville. I 
(Mora), my mother and my daughter, Marie, 
spent some time at Didsbury, visiting Mother's 
sister. We planned to give the'men time to get to 
the farm with the possessions which had been 
shipped by rail. However, the box cars were side- 
tracked, for some reason, and there were other 
delays, with the result that they got to Eckville 
only one day before Mother, Marie and I arrived. 
Only the livestock had been taken to the farm. 
After our arrival, Father, Doug, and I each 
Grove a team and wagon, hauling other things to 
the farm. The roads were very icy, and after 
reaching the place where Onofryszyns now live, I 
became frightened at the road conditions and 
refused to drive my team any further. The team 
was then tied behind the grain tank which Doug’s 
four-horse team was pulling, and I rode on the 
grain tank which Doug’s four-horse team was 
Pulling, and I rode on the grain tank with him. 
After a time we reached a steep, icy hill with & 
narrow bridge across a stream at the bottom. 
‘The road was so icy that the wagons would sway 
from side to side, and one of the wheel horses fell 














on the ice. The other three horses continued on 

down the hill the best they could, and we got 
across the narrow bridge (which I thought we'd 
never be able to do!) 

Mother, Dad and Marie were on the other 
wagon, and they made the trip with no mishaps. 
Such was our introduction to Eckville! 

We had started out from Eckville right after 
dinner, and didn’t get to the farm until eight 
O'clock at night. The first job was to set up the 
heating stove, by the light of a smoky coal oil 
lantern. I made a pot of coffee on the heating 
stove — the best cup of coffee I'd ever drank! I 
thought maybe If I could make such good coffee 
(with this water) in this country, It might be 
worthwhile coming up here — but I've never 
made another cup of coffee that tasted so good! 

Doug, Marie and I lived on the farm at Gilby 
until April, 1927, when we moved to the NW 20-39- 
3-W5, which we had secured near Eckville. We 
lived on this farm for 30 years. 

Doug and I had two children, both of whom. 
received their education in the Eckville schools. 
Marie was born in March, 1925 at Bassano, 
Alberta. After being employed In Calgary for 
some time, she joined the Armed Forces there in 
197 and was sent to Vancouver, where she 
served some time in the army before returning 
to Calgary. She met and married Mare Ferland 
and they moved to Montreal to live until 1957, 
then moved to California, Their three children 
were Phyllis, Fyrn (deceased) and Ray. Marie 
was later married to O. D. Smith, and they live in 
California. Phyllis lives in Texas and has two 
children. Ray is in California, and is attending 
university in San Diego. 

Our son Bill was born at Gilby in 1927. He is 
married to Hazel Wulff. They live ona farm near 
Eckville, and they have four children. Lawrence 
is married and lives at Rocky Mountain House. 
He has one daughter. Brian is married and lives 
in Calgary. Clarence and Marilyn are at home, 
‘Marilyn is attending the Eckville High School 
and Clarence is attending the Agricultural 
College at Olds, 

In 1926 Ruth Dyrland (now Ruth Dobbs) and I 
started berry-picking together, and have con- 
tinued this practise up to the present time — a 
period of more than 51 years! We have enjoyed 
many fishing trips together. 

Weather always makes a good tople for cover- 
sation, but 1951 was the year of the BIG STORM. 
‘This occured in March. For a while, the only way 
one could get to town, or any other place, was to 
walk on top of the big drifts. It was weeks before 
we could get out with a vehicle. 

This March day had been a beautiful day, and 
the storm came up suddenly as we were coming 
home from town. By suppertime snow was com- 
ing down very hard, and continued falling stead!- 
ly for two or three’days, We had ordered baby 
chicks, but the phone lines were out so we could 
not phone to have the order delayed. We did get 
to town with Curtis Bromling and phoned from 





there to ask that the chickens not be sent. The 
horses were white with lather by the time we got 
to Eckville. They broke through the snow from 
time to time, and floundered around, trying to 
get out of the drifts and keep going. The weather 
was not extremely cold, but there was lots of 
wind which piled the snow up high enough so that 
In places one could extend his arms straight out 
and touch the telephone lines just east of our 
house. Finally snow plows came from the west, 
so we could get to town by first going west. 
However, the holes got so bad that everybody 
was getting stuck. Neighbors got together, us- 
ing tillers, shovels, picks and axes, and opened 
up the road so that we could reach Eckville by 
going east, The men had to cut through a huge 
drift that was still blocking the road in April. 
In 1957 Doug and I moved to the SW 21-39-3. 
W5, near Eckville. Doug passed away in May, 
43970. I continue to live in my home on this place. 


MeDONELL, BILL AND HAZEL 
1, Bill (William Douglas) McDonell, was born 

in January, 1927, the only son of Doug and Mora 

MeDonell. I attended the Eckville school. 

At the age of 13 years, Fred Molander (also 13 
years old) and I hauled bundles at threshing 
lime. We worked as one man, but ate like two 
men, In 1944 I took a brief holiday from school to 
help Jim Smith haul gravel for the cement work 
on the local hospital, then being built. This was 
hauled with a team and wagon, loading with a 
scoop shovel. Heavy work! John Maki and Curtis 
Bromling were also hauling gravel. 

After finishing school I worked during 1946 to 
498 as a cabinet maker for Bill McIntyre. T 
bought the SE 30-39-3-W5 from Armstrong in 1948 
and started farming, using dad's machinery. 
Winters were spent working in bush camps west 
of Rocky Mountain House. 

Tmarried Hazel Doreen Wulff of Alhambra in 
1954, Hazel was employed in the Eckville 
Hospital. As I had no house at that time, we 





rented one from Cletis Bromling for $15 per 
month. Three months later we moved to the 
Forhan place, which my father and I rented, 
Later we lived on the John Maki farm until our 
house was ready. We were blessed with three 
sons and one daughter. 

Lawrence (1955) married Colleen Pellar in 
1976, They have one daughter, Angelina. 
Clarence (1957) is attending Olds ‘Agricultural 
College and farms with his dad. Brian (1959) 
married Debra McDonald in 1977. He has one 
daughter, Sandra Lynn. He is apprenticing as a 
painter in Calgary. Marilyn (1961) is taking her 
Grade 11 in Eckville In 1977-1978. 

Hazel and I have been deeply involved with 
the 4-H Beef Club, of which I am presently Assis- 
tant Leader. Hazel joined the Country Ladies’ 
‘Aid in 1956 and has been an active member since 
that time. She is also an active member of the 
Eekville Handicraft Guild. 

Since buying our first quarter of land we have 
added three more quarters. In 1959 we purchased 
the NE 25.39-4-W5 from Al Greenman. In 1969 we 
purchased the NW 20-39-3-W and the SW 21-39. 
W5 from my dad. The 6M Ranch is the name we 
have chosen for our farm. 





McFAUL, JAMES 

Mr. and Mrs. James McFaul came from 
Michigan, U.S.A. to Red Deer, N.W.T. in 1901, 
with their three children Blanche the eldest, 
Russell and Maudie. 

James worked as brick layer and carpenter. 
‘One of the houses he helped to build still stands. 
It is the home of Mrs. Dr. Parsons, Sr. and was 
formerly owned by the Goard family, Bianche's 
future in-laws. Blanche was working’in the post 
office. Russell and Maudie went to school for a 
short time, he worked part-time for the C.P.R. as 
a car checker until he took a homestead west of 
Red Deer in 1902. Maudie worked for Bell 
‘Telephone. It was also 1902 when James and Ella 
McFaul moved to their homestead which was 





‘Bll McDonell family - Lawrence, Bill, Brian, Hazel, Marilyn 
and Cazece 
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Mr. and Mes. James MeFaul, 192. 











located near the Horseguard River on the NE 18- 
39-4W5 just west of the present town of Eckville. 
‘Maudie went on this venture with her parents, 
Blanche stayed in Red Deer and was married at 
a Jater date. She and her husband took the SW 20- 
39-4W5 (separate story) to be near her parents. 
However, Mrs. McFaul’s health began to fall: 
she was advised to move to a warmer climate, so 
a move was made to Vancouver, Maudie going 
along. While in Vancouver another son was born 
to James and Ella; they named him Howard. 

In the early 1920's, Mr. and Mrs. McFaul 
came back to visit thelr son. They lived for 
awhile at Prairie Ranch (Russell's homestead) 
While here, Howard started school at Shady 
Lane. In the meantime, Russell and his father, 
James were building a home and blacksmith 
shop in Condor where James would live and 
operate the shop. They only lived there a few 
years, Howard had been going to Prairie Rose 
‘School, this was a long walk to the original loca. 
tion south of Leslieville. 

‘Once again the urge came to move. They sold 
out to Guy Mills and went back to Vancouver and 
later to the Island where they passed away in the 
late 1930's. They are buried at Coombes, B.C. 

‘Their son Howard and wife Kay live at West- 
minster, California, 





McFAUL, RUSSELL 

Russell McFaul came to Red Deer, N.W.T. 
with his parents and two sisters in 1901 from 
Michigan, U.S.A. He went to school In Red Deer 
for a short time before working for the C..P.R. as 
a car checker, 

In 1902, Russell took a homestead located one 
mile south of what is now known as Withrow. He 
named it Prairie Ranch. He had to go to Red 
Deer every two weeks for the mall and groceries 
for himself and other homesteaders. He often 
spoke of having to open 17 gates each way on 
about 40 miles of trail. 

One of the great pleasures Russell spoke of, 
was to have Mrs. Ell Anderson make bread for 
him, as she did for several other bachelors in the 
area. It was the best in the west, he always said. 

In 1905, Macdonnell Brothers opened a store. 
‘They named it Pitcox; for many years he got his 
mail and supplies there. He sald you could 
purchase anything from a horse collar and 
harness to a pin in this store. When the railway 
came through, the Macdonnell store was 
relocated and’ the post office was named 
Hespero. 

Russell worked for nearby homesteaders and 
for Pat Burns in British Columbia, While there, 
he was visiting at a ranch where he met his 
future wife Rosie Jones. She had come from Don 
caster, England, to work for friends of her Welsh 
parents. They thought the climate would be 
beneficial to her health, as she had suffered with 
asthma since childhood. It was love at first sight 
and several months later they were married in 
Milner, British Columbia and left shortly after 











Mr. and Mes. Russell MeFaul, wedding. 


for “Prairie Ranch’. This proved to be quite a 
change for Rosie, as she was used to having 
nearby ranchers’ wives and children for com: 
pany. Neighbors were few near “Prairie 
Ranch"’. However, she loved to ride horses and 
was able to get around. She made friends easily, 
their home, not much to look at outside, was very 
cozy inside and was the gathering place for the 
bachelors. 

Rosie loved to cook and her specialty was 
cream pie, enjoyed by many, including her fami- 
ly. 

When Fred and Keitha Bott settled on the 
quarter west, Rosie was delighted, as she had 
Someone to have a cup of tea with, and often 
spoke of the fresh bread and home made butter 
they had with thelr tea, 

Rosie was the first president of the W.I. in 
Condor, which was organized April 21, 1921. She 
wrote a paper on Canadianization and National 
events. This had high praise from other in- 
stitutes in Alberta and in Eastern Canada. Three 
children were born to Russell and Rosie while 
living on the homestead, Hazel, Gwen and 
Ronald, 

Hazel and Gwen went to school. at Shady 
Lane. Walking was the only way to get there, 
rain or shine. There wasn’t even a horse to ride. 

‘The McFauls had a lot of hard luck while liv- 
ing on the homestead, crop failures and always 
losing a good milk cow or other animals. Russell 
finally had enough of working hard and in the 
end having nothing to show for his efforts. Fred 
and Keitha Bott bought the place; it is now the 
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home of their youngest son Max. We understand 
they still call the piace "Prairie Ranch”. 

‘The McFaul family moved to their Hudson 
Bay quarter which joined the Jack Albert place 
on the east. The girls went to school at Prairie 
Rose, which had been relocated in Condor from a 
former sight south of Leslieville. 

Bad luck seemed to follow the family. Russell 
decided he would go to Red Deer and find work. 
‘There was a considerable amount of building go- 
Ing on, and he got a job as a carpenter. He con- 
tinued in this line of work until he retired. 

In 1928, the McFauls had a sale in Hespero for 
‘odds and ends that were sold on the farm. Most of 
the cattle was bought by a new-comer to the dis- 
trict. This did not seem to be a problem, now, to 
move the personal belongings to Red Deer where 
Russell had the good luck of buying a four- 
bedroom house for $250. This house was put up 
for sale by the city of Red Deer for taxes. The 
tables seemed to turn from that point. The girls 
started to school, Russell’s work was plentiful, 
Rosie was a police matron for the city, handling 
female cases. She held this position until her 
death in 1951, Many of the prisoners in the early 
‘days were cared for in her own home. They came 
from all walks of life, colour and creed. She 
cared for many abandoned children, some of 
which she found homes for in the district. 

Several prisoners wrote to her while serving 
their sentences; some even visited her after 
thelr release. A few had changed their ways and 
had become useful citizens. Rosie used to recall 
how sad It made her when she had to accompany 
mental patients to institutions. Some of these 
girls and women she had known all their lives. 
She was always accompanied by a male police 
officer on these trips, elther by train or car. The 
McFaul home was always open to those who 
needed a bed or a meal. 

‘Alter Rosie’s death, Russell’s oldest sister 
Blanche kept house for him for two years. When 
Russell decided to retire, he sold his home in Red 
Deer and bought a home at Parksville, Van. 
couver Island. Once again Blanche kept house 
for him until his death in 1974. He was a life 
member of the Red Deer Old Timers Associa- 
tion. Both Rosie and Russell are buried in the 
Red Deer cemetery. 

‘The eldest daughter, Hazel May, married 
Matt Kalaputas, formerly of the Benalto district. 
‘They have two children — John Richard living in 
Red Deer and Sheila Dawn married to Harvey 
Wylie formerly of the Benalto district. They have 
two girls, Becky Dawn and Stacy Lynn. 

Gwen’ (Olive Gwendolyn) served in the 
CW.A.C. during the second world war as a 
sergeant, stationed in England. After the war 
she married Dale Brimble. They have one 
daughter, Beverley, R.N. Gwen passed away In 
Wenatchee, Washington, 1976, after a lengthy 
illness, She is buried in the veterans’ section in 
Nelson Memorial Park, Nelson, B.C. where Dale 
and she had lived for many years. 




















Ronald Mervin served in the Navy during 
World War II. He married Phylis Just; they have 
three girls, Merle married Gordon Gauthier of 
Calgary; Gloria married Lawrence Murphy of 
Diamond Valley; Chyrl at home in Edmonton. 





‘THE BLAKELY McNEIL FAMILY — by Dora 
Carlyle 

W. J. Blakely McNeil was born May 29, 1879 at 
Bristol Mines, Quebec. He was one of 16 children. 
He came west in 1897 and worked in mines in 
British Columbia and the Yukon. He was also 
employed for some time on the railroad being 
put in from Skagway, Alaska to Whitehorse, 
Yukon, 

In 1909, after working on the Cochrane Ranch 
in southern Alberta, he headed out to find a 
homestead, which he did, in the Esther, Alberta 
area. He built and lived in a small sod shack. 
Blake, being the first settler there, remembers 
sighting a wagon appearing across the prairies. 
He ran a mile to wave them in so he could have 
someone to talk to. He obtained some horses and 
then continued raising horses. He broke and sold 
some of these horses, as well as using them to 
break his land. 

Blake built a house and in 1917 married Mrs. 
Christina Micheal Gagne. Christina was born 
November 14, 1885 at Bancroft, Ontario. She 
‘came from Kindersley, Saskatchewan to Lover- 
na, Saskatchewan after the death of her first hu: 
band and daughter. She arrived in Loverna in 
1915 and worked in the general store. There were 
five children born to Blake and Christina. One 
daughter died at birth and one son, Franklin, 
died of diphtheria in 1925 at the age of three 
years, They raised a son Alfred (Bud), and two 
‘daughters, Dora and Ferna. 

Mr. McNeill was an Alberta Wheat Pool 
member and had the privilege of hauling the first 
grain to the elevator in Esther, Alberta. He was 
also a school trustee for many years. Grain 
returns were very good, and with the sale of 
horses, he prospered until the drought hit the 
prairies. 

In 1932 Blake and his brother-in-law, Charlie 
Lewis, a blacksmith, at Loverna, Saskatche- 








Blakely MeNell Home, 





wan, went in search of land. They located a 
quarter, NW 19-39-3-W5, of timbered land west of 
Eckville. In the spring of 1933 soon after the crop 
was seeded, a caravan of eight wagons loaded 
with lumber (from granaries which they tore 
down), household goods, tools, spare wagon and 
harness parts, as well as supplies were loaded. 
‘They headed for the new home. Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis, their two small daughters, Hazel and 
Elda, an elder daughter, Ann and friend, Wilma 
English acted as cooks. ‘They also did the laun- 
dry for all the men. Henry Benecke, who had 
arrived from Germany in 1927 and'made his 
home with the McNells, was in charge of the 
caravan. Many hardships were endured as roads 
were terrible and in places 10 horses had to be 
used to pull each of the eight wagons through 
wet, boggy stretches. Many repairs to wagons 
and harnesses had to be made, Extra horses 
were taken along, as well as a cow for milk, 
When they finally arrived at the selected 
quarter, a building site was cleared, and corrals 
built for the animals. A house was built by 
rebuilding the granaries, back to back, and 
building them higher for bedrooms upstairs. 
There were sheds built of poles with straw roofs 
to accommodate the animals that were to come 
later by rail. A well also was dug. 

Mr. MeNell took his crop off at Esther. Henry 
had returned to accompany the remaining loads 
to Eckville. There were eight boxcars loaded 
with machinery, Mr. Lewis’ equipment, the re- 
maining household goods, cattle, pigs, chickens, 
and horses. Henry had to feed and water the 
animals on the train trip. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. McNeil, their three children and 
niece, Myrel Lewis, left the farm in an old Ford 
car complete with canvas snap-on curtains and 
mica type windows. They carried their own food 
and spare parts for the car. Bundled up in their 
blankets, they finally arrived in Eckville on Oc: 
tober 31, 1933. Henry had arrived with the train 
loads. Everything had been transferred to the 
farm, inchiding the McNeil children’s Pinto 
Pony, which they were delighted to see again. 

Life started anew for everyone. The Lewis 
family and Joe Brando, who had driven a wagon 
on the caravan, lived in one-half of the house and 
the MeNeils and Henry lived in the other half, 
Money was very scarce, of course, Joe and 
Henry had hauled bundles around Eckville that 
fall and had taken vegetables of all kinds, hay, 
straw and grain as the largest part of thelr 
wages. This, along with money received from the 
sale of wood which was cut, sawed and hauled to 
Eckville, sustained the two families. 

It was still a happy time, evenings were spent 
with group singing, which’Henry accompanied 
on his accordion. People dropped in for card 
games and house parties for the young and old 
alike. The McNeil children and Hazel Lewis went 
three and a half miles to school in Eckville. Ann 
and Myrel Lewis acquired work in Eckville. Iva, 
the eldest Lewis girl, had remained in Loverna to 





in 


work in the post office. She visited in Eckville the 
following year for Christmas, and came to stay 
in July, 1935. 

‘That winter Mr. McNeil heard of a farm for 
ale in the Evergreen district. This was the NW 
37-4-W4; owned by Mr. Ropus. It had a house 
and buildings and some land broken. There was 
also another quarter of land that could be used 
for hay and pasture. Blake had a lot of horses 
and a herd of cattle. This land was purchased 
with help trom Phil Laybourne. Mr. McNeil 
Henry and Joe put the crop in that spring. The 
machinery and the animals except six milk cows 
were moved. This was an 18-mile trip. As soon as 
school was out Mrs. McNeil, the children, the re- 
maining household items and the milk cows were 
moved. That fall the three children started to 
Gaetz school with Miss Dorothy Collier as 
teacher. They rode three and a half miles on 
horseback to school. 

The Lewis family remained at Eckville, 

Blake cleared more land in the spring and 
summer, along with his farming, and worked In 
the lumber mills in the winter. Bud joined in 
farming as soon as he finished his schooling. By 
this time Henry and Joe had acquired land of 
thelr own, Henry still lived with the MeNells 
while he built a house on his own land. He 
married Annie Lipka and they moved into their 
‘own house. 

Mrs. McNeil and the girls did chores in the 
winter. Many cows, sometimes as many as 14, 
were milked by hand and the cream was sold for 
99 cents to $1.25 for a five-gallon can. This, along 
with selling eggs and turkeys, supplied the fami- 
ly with all the necessary things. One summer the 
Rouse was struck by lightning and set on fire, but 
itwas soon put out by a bueket brigade. The farm 
was finally cleared and paid for, but by this time 
Blake's health had started to fail. 

Dora married Jim Carlyle in December, 1942 
and Bud married Laurine Vanhorne in 
November, 1944. Ferna married Ed Palkot in 
November, 1947. 

Bud and Laurine took over the farm in 1946 
and Mr. and Mrs. MeNeil took employment as 
cook and caretaker at lumber mills in the Rocky 
Mountain House-Horburg area. They purchased 
a quarter of land in the Evergreen district in 1949 
and built a home there. They also worked as cook 
and caretaker on the David Thompson Highway 
when it was first started. They then retired to 
their new home. Bud farmed their land until he 
sold out and went as a heavy duty mechanic with 
the army in Whitehorse, Yukon. Their son-in- 
law, Ed, farmed it for several years after that. 
‘They sold this place in 1955 and moved to a 
smaller house in Ferna’s yard at Innisfail. Ed 
and Ferna had sold thelr farm at Stauffer and 
bought another farm west of Innisfail. The 
MeNells made several trips to Whitehorse to 
visit thelr families there. Jim and Dora had 
moved to Whitehorse in 1953, where Jim worked 
as a heavy duty mechanic and later in the army 

















warehouse stores. Mr. and Mrs. MeNetl enjoyed 
these trips and visited Alaska many times, as 
well as seeing Dawson City and Atlin, British 
Columbia, two of the early gold rush cities. 

Mrs. MeNell passed away July 26, 1961, after 
an illness covering a long period of time. From 
then on Blake made his home among his three 
children. While in Whitehorse he had the 
pleasure of a trip from there to Skagway and 
back on the narrow gauge railway. This Is the 
raliroad he had worked on when it was first 
started, He was active in the Whitehorse dart 
league and had trophies as the oldest player, 
most sportsmantike team and best team in the 
Teague, one year. His hobby was building 
replicas of all the first buildings in Whitehorse. 
He made these of willow, which he peeled and cut 
to size. He shingled some with vegetable crates, 
which the storekeepers saved for him, and others 
with tin, They were made identical to the 
originals, including all stairs, windows and 
doors. His daughter Dora has them now and they 
are to go to Larry, his eldest grandson. 

‘Mr. MeNeil entered the Senior Citizens Home 
at Sylvan Lake in 1968 and had remained there 
except for trips to visit his families in the north 
He passed away on February 8, 1970, 

Bud and Laurine now live in Surrey, B.C. 
They have three children — Diana, Kenny and 
Dale. Diana is married to Ron Gaucher and they 
have a son, Blaise. 

Dora and Jim reside at Markerville, Alberta. 
‘Their son Larry works as a geologist at Keno Hill 
Mines at Eisa, Yukon. He is married and has two 
children, Cathrina and Darren. Their daughter, 
Lavilla, is married to Fred Johannson and they 
farm at Markerville. They have two children, 
Heath and Bette Ann. Jim now works for the 
Alberta Forestry. 

Ed and Ferna farm at Innisfail. Their 
daughter Linda is married to Ray Smith and has 


‘Pate and Marion McNeil with Olvah, Addie, Ciford and Gordon. 


two children, Kelly and Carmen. They live and 
work on the home farm. Their other daughter, 
‘Marilyn, is married to Bill Howard and they 
farm at Wimbourne. 


PETER AND MARION McNEIL, 

Peter McNeil was born in Ontario. His wife, 
Marion, was born in Scotland but immigrated 
with her parents to Ontario as a child. 

In 1898 the adventuresome Peter went, like 
thousands of others, to Alaska to join the luring 
Gold Rush. But love overwhelmed the lust for 
gold and he returned to Ontario after a two-year 
absence to sail the sea of matrimony. ‘The 
hardships of the North did not daunt the spirits of 
Peter, and he and Marion ventured West in 1907 
to the Gadsby District. Three years later Mr. 
MeNeil filed on a homestead near Coronation, 
farming there until 1937. At this time, Eckville, 
somehow, seemed to beckon to them, and they 
moved here, taking up residence on the east edge 
of town. In 1946 Peter passed away at the age of 
seventy. Marion resided at Eckville until 1960, 
‘when she moved to British Columbia. She passed 
away in 1966 at the age of eighty-three, 

Mr. and Mrs. McNeil had four children 
Olvah, born in 1906 in Ontario; Addie, born at 
Gadsby in 1908; Clifford, born at Coronation in 
1912 and Peter Gordon, also born at Coronation, 
in 1914. 

Olvah Thompson, formerly Mrs. Robert 
Kennedy, resided in’ Eckville from 1936 until 
1953. She was a telephone operator at Rockyford, 
then moved to Prince George, B.C. and is now 
retired at Kelowna with her husband, Charles. 
Olvah had two sons by her former marriage. 
Robert lives in Montreal and Barry resides in 
Prince George. 

‘Addie married Mel Cummings, a bank 
manager. Their two daughters live in B.C. and 
Addie and Mel also retired in Kelowna. 














Clifford, who came to live in Eckville in 1937, 
married Elsie Johnson. They moved to West” 
bridge, B.C. in 1950, where thelr five children 
were born. Clifford passed away in 1973. Elsie 
and the family reside at Midway, B.C. 

Gordon came to Eckville in 1936, From 1940 to 
1945 he served his country in World War Il, 
travelling extensively throughout Europe and 
the British Isles. 

Upon returning from overseas he married 
Empi Maki, of Hespero. They have one daughter 
who is now Mrs. Bryan Foord. She and her hus- 
band reside at Penhold. Gordon is still the post: 
master at the Eckville Post Office, having 
assumed that position in 1950. 








“THE MERRIMAN"” — by J. B. Merriman 

To the best of my knowledge the name 
Merriman originated from ‘Moorman’ who 
were supposed to have been nomads who used to 
roam the moors of Orkney, Scotland, 

‘Magness Merriman, my great-grandfather, 
was recruited into the service of the Hudson’s 
Bay Co. in the 1800's as a fur trader In the North 
West as it was called in those days. He spent 
most of his time in the Hudson Bay area based 
out of Fort Garry which is now Winnipeg. He 
served out his time and went back to Orkney 
where he married and raised a family. 

‘My grandfather, James Merriman was his 
oldest son. My grandfather never left Orkney or 
ever was in Canada, 

My father, James Merriman his oldest son, 
was born in 1888 and sat at his grandfather's 
knee listening to stories of the North West. 

Dad, at the age of 13, went to the ship building 
yards at Grenoch, Scotland to learn his trade as 
a ship's carpenter, 

The stories of the North West he had heard 
trom his grandfather must have kept calling him 
because at the age of 17, he in company with one 
of his uncles immigrated to Canada in 1905 to 
High River, Alberta where he had two uncles 
who had been in Canada since around 1890. 

‘There being no ships to build on the prairies 
dad turned to bridge building. Tiring of that he 
went to Vancouver and signed on a ship and 
worked his way to Australia. He stopped here 
and there but worked his way to New Zealand 
and many other Islands in the Pacific. 

In due course he returned to Canada and 
decided he would take a trip back to Orkney for 
the winter and during this visit he met the girl 
who would one day be my mother, Jean Harry. 

Dad came back to Canada and the girl who 
was to be my mother together with her sister im. 
migrated to Spokane, Washington where she had 
an uncle and took her nurse’s training at St. 
Luke’s hospital in Spokane. 

Dad worked here and there at the carpenter 
trade. When the town of Nordegg was being built 
he worked there until he enlisted in the 10 Field 
Engineers in Calgary in 1915. He was decorated 
for bravery later in the war, receiving the M.M. 




















In 1919 after the war dad came back to High 
River to his uncle's and stayed for sometime. 

He then decided to make a trip to Nordegg to 
look for work. On the way he decided to stop in 
Eckville to see a piece of land he had seen from 
the train going to Nordegg years before, He put 
up at the hotel and enquired as to who owned this 
plece of land with a log house and a log barn just 
east of Eckville. He found that a section man by 
the name of Kelly owned it and I guess a deal was 
made that night because it is our home today — 
NE 15.39-3.W5. 

‘Dad went to Nordegg and worked the winter. 
In April of 1920 he went to Spokane and married 
my mother and they moved on to our farm, 

In March of 192i I came along. Three years 
later in May, 1924 my sister Isabel Margaret was 
born. 





Mr. and Mr, James Merriman, Jim and Isabel 


‘Things were pretty tough for dad and mom 
those days. They were dealt a very hard blow by 
the big hail storm in 1924 which left them 
nothing. However, they held on by milking cows 
and feeding a few pigs and chickens. 

Dad was quite active in the community serv- 
ing on the school board; he had a hand in 
building the new school in 1920 and I believe in 
moving the school from north of town on the 
Medicine River into Eckville, which was done 
with horses, 

‘Threshing was done with the steam engines 
those days and quite a bit of stack threshing was 
done, 

‘We never owned a car but got around with 
horse power; even golng to Evarts to the Burn’s 
festivities in the sleigh with lots of straw and hot 
bricks to keep us kids warm, 

In October, 1928 a great catastrophe hit our 





family, dad and mom were just getting on their 
feet when dad; working on a threshing rig 
pitching bundles got a barley beard in his ab- 
domen under his belt. The blood polsoning which 
followed took his life in three or four days, at the 
age of 40 years. 

‘Mom sold ail the stock and machinery and 
went to Orkney where she thought she couid live 
but found she could not, so we came back to the 
farm in 1929. The farm had been rented to Henry 
Mitzner, a very fine man who mom married in 
1932. Henry Mitzner was a big farmer for those 
days; farming six quarter sections mostly with 
horses, but he had a tractor and a threshing 
machine also, Unfortunately, he was not 
destined to live very long and died in December, 
1934 at the age of 43. 

‘Again mom sold the machinery and most of 
the horses and cattle. Mom, Isabel and I carried 
on raising pigs and cattle. 

‘As soon as I got out of school I started farming 
and did so until I joined the R.C.A.F. in the 2nd 
World War. I was an air gunner and flew with 192 
Squadron of the Royal Air Force which was a 
special duty squadron. Following my release 
from the R.C.A-F. in 1945, I returned to farming 
and am still at it. 

In 1943 my sister Isabel started training to be 
a nurse at the Royal Alexandra Hospital in Ed- 
monton, graduating in 1947. Following gradua- 
tion she took post graduate training specializing 
In operating room nursing in Toronto. She 
returned to Edmonton and worked in the 
operating room until she married Dr. Vernon 
Krause in August, 1950. Vern had a practise in 
‘Mayerthorpe for some years, then specialized in 
pathology and is today one of the top men in his 
field. They now live in Dartmouth, N.S. where 
Isabel still has a few horses which she always 
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liked. Isabel and Vern have a family of two boys 
and two girls. 

‘On August 12, 1960 I married Marlene 
Guenther. 

‘August 30, 1960 our mother passed away. 

In due course Marlene and I were blessed 
with three healthy children; Loree Marlene, 
James William and Mary Jean, We enjoy the out- 
doors, and the girls especially like thetr horses. I 
think ‘this has been the best part of my life. 

Mr. and Mrs. Merriman Sr. and Henry 
‘Mitzner are buried in the Eckville Cemetery. 


MEYERS, MATTHEW AND LILLIE — by Lillie 
Meyers 
“RESUME” 

Matthew and Lillie Meyers first came to 
Eckville with the John Meyers family in May 
1925. Because of eczema they returned to 
Medicine Hat to Dr. Smythe. When we returned 
later in 1925 Mrs. Anna Dah! and Rudolph Dahl, 
Lillie’s mother and brother also came to 
Eckville, Mrs. Anna Dahl was the janitor of the 
school at Eckville for 17 and one half years and 
also did laundry. In 1939 she married Oscar Mot 
tus, of the Wolfe School district. They resided in 
Eckville until her passing in July 1965. In 1927 the 
Matthew Meyers’ returned to Manyberries and 
farmed there for eight years. In October, 1935 the 
Conrad Meyers’ and Matthew Meyers’ families 
came to Withrow. 

Slim and Lil acquired a house on a farmstead 
of Bill Dirsten’s, northwest of Withrow and lived 
there, along with the Conrad Meyers family. The 
children of these families had to walk three and 
one half miles to Blueberry Valley School which 
was a hard way to get an education. The next 
year they had to walk the same distance to Wolfe 
School where two of the teachers remembered 
are Miss Munroe and Miss Blanche Arndt. They 
were always tired when they got home from 
school — one had to feel sorry for the little tykes. 
Our entertainment was the annual Christmas 
concert and the dance afterwards. The kids got a 
candy bag at the concert of Christmas candy, 
orange and peanuts. Slim and Rudolph or Art 
often, or mostly, supplied the music for the 
dance by playing the violin and guitar. 

At Withrow the post office was operated by Lil 
Meyers for 12 and one half years and had 50 
customers who came and picked up their mail. 
‘The going salary was $8.98 per month and for the 
mail carrying which meant going and picking up 
the mail from the train, they received $13.98. 

‘Jack Scofield got Slim to go buying grain at 
Alhambra. Wally Meyers took over the oil 
business at Withrow and in 1948 he took over the 
post office when he married Vera Blomgren of 
Donalda, who was working at the Lumber yard 
at Rocky Mountain House and Vera became 
postmistress for a few years. 

Rationing books during the war had to be 
picked up at Eckville and were given out at the 
store when the supplies were purchased. 
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However we could buy only so much, and when 
the coupons were gone for that monih we went 
without. We often traded coupons amongst 
ourselves to get the things we needed. The store 
was not supposed to take loose coupons $0 we 
took each other’s books in order that we could all 
manage as some needed some things more than 
others. For example, we did not need butter 
coupons and traded them for sugar coupons. 

Our only medical care was with Dr. Coppock 
of Eckville, 

‘Most weddings were very simple, however 
when Faye and Walter were married they had a 
reception in a cafe in Red Deer in 1941. Most of 
our clothes were made from boughten materials. 
However back in the early thirties we made most 
of our clothes and underwear from flour sacks. 

In 1936 bread cost 10 cents a loaf. Lil often 
read tea cups to tell the future often for a good 
laugh. 

Matthew Meyers died in January 1974 and 
was laid to rest in the Eckville Cemetery. Lillie 
‘Meyers lives in Red Deer. Their son Wallace and 
Vera reside in Torrington and have four 
children, Sharon, Shirley, Janet and Alvin. 

‘Their daughter Dorothy (Mrs, E. Glenn 
Good) resides at Red Deer and have three 
children, Trudy, Brian and Stanley. 

‘Their daughter Marlene was born some 24 
years after her sister Dorothy in November, 
1950, delivered by Dr. Coppock in Eckville 
hospital. Marlene married Stanley Krawiec Jr. 
and they have one son Stanley Krawiec the 3rd. 


MITZNER, AUGUST AND JULIA 
August Mitzner was born at Pasen, Germany, 
and left for the United States at the age of 11. In 
1880, in Minnesota, he married Julia Zeigo. 
Following the stream of people seeking land, 
he came to Alberta in 1904. In 1905, he brought 
the rest of the family to Alberta with the excep- 



























tion of Clara, Mrs. C. Bromling. She and her hus- 
band and four children came in 1913, 

‘They took up a homestead north of Sylvan 
Lake, the SE 6-40-2-W5. They later bought and 
improved ‘the farm north of Eckville. This 
remained thelr home until thelr passing. 

‘They owned and operated a hotel and livery 
barn in Eckville, for a while, then moved back to 
the farm, 

‘Their ‘home was a stopping place for im- 
migrants as they were travelling through or 
looking for homesteads. 

When the railroad was being built, the con- 
struction crews, with thelr mule teams, 
sometimes as many as 40, made this their head: 
quarters. Cooking for this gang of men and car- 
ing for the animals was a big undertaking. 

‘They had thelr share of hardships and grief, 
as did all the early settlers who helped bulld this 
wonderful country to make it what it is now. 

August took an active Interest in community 
affairs. He served on the old Local Improvement 
council, on school boards and was a charter 
member of the local Co-op Store. 

‘The family scattered, some golng back to the 
United States. Charlie served in the Canadian 
armed forces and Frank in the U.S. armed 
forces. 

‘On December 21, 1940, Mr. and Mrs, Mitzner 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary. 








August and Julia Mitener 





Diamond Wedding, 


August passed away March 21, 1943 at 89 
years of age. Julia died on May 29, 1955 in her 
90's. Both are buried in the Eckville cemetery. 

Edward Mitzner lived in Billings, Montana, 
with his wife and one son, Lloyd. He returned to 
the family farm in Eckville, His wife passed 
away and his son and family remained in 
Billings. He passed away in 197%, 

Hattie, Mrs. Stevens, lived in Billings, Mon. 
tana. She had one son, Gordon, 

Emma, Mrs. Brown, is still making her home 
in Billings, Montana, operating a Ladies’ Wear 
shop. She had no children. 

Frank Mitzner died in a sanatorium in Walla 
Walla, Washington. 

Charlie Mitzner had no children. 

Henry passed away in 1934, 















































‘Miter family - Donald, Ber, Lilian, Lous and Beth infront 





Louis married Burt Brown. They make their 
home at Fort St. John, B.C. They had three 
children, Donald died at an early age, leaving his 
wife and eight children. He is buried at Vig 
Lutheran cemetery Bentley. 

Beth, now Mrs. Bruder and Lillian, Mrs, Pete 
Neal, both live at Prince George. 

Clara Bromling’s history appears elsewhere 
In the book. 


IME ART MOENCH FAMILY — by A. H. 
Moenc! 

Art Moench and his wife, Martha, came to 
Eckville in August, 1956 from Calgary. We had a 
son, Douglas, age seven, born in Medicine Hat, 
Alberta and a daughter, Carol, age one, born in 
Calgary, Alberta. In 1964 we were blessed with 
another daughter, Shawna, born in Eckville. 

Upon my arrival from Calgary I became the 
Department Manager for the Eckville Co-Op 
Hardware in the old building where the new Co- 
Op Hardware is now in operation. 

In March, 1958 the Co-op Grocery and Dry- 
Goods Store on the corner of Railway Street was 
ruined by fire. By August, 1958 the store was 
rebuilt on a larger scale, with the hardware 
department in the basement of the new store. 
While I worked in the basement my wife was also 
employed in the same department. She also 
managed the toy department during the Christ. 
mas season, first in the old hardware then later 
in the old Revelstoke Store, which was then 
‘owned by the Co-op. (This store was later sold to 
Art Langer and he in turn sold it to Carritt and 
Sons, who own and operate it at the present 
time.) 

While employed at the Co-op we worked under 
W. G. McAndrew, General Manager at the time 
until May of 1964. In June, 1964, we bought out the 
former Joe Marshall Hardware located next to 
the Legion Hall. We operated in that store until 
May, 1974, when we purchased the Chester F. 








Kasha building and moved our stock from the 
other store to our new location. 

Due to health reasons, I was forced to semi. 
retirement and at present we still own the store 
and with the help of our family, we are still 
operating it, 

‘The years we've spent in Eckville have been 
very challenging and rewarding. We have met 
many people and made many friends. We are 
proud to say that Eckville is truly a wonderful 
place to live with the most beautiful area sur- 
rounding it. The changes from 1956 to 1977 have 
been terrific, and many more are in sight, as you 
can see. The town is still growing, business-wise 
as well as in the residential section. 

Our children have attended school in 
Eckville, moved on after graduation and then 
returned to Eckville again a few years later. 

Our son Douglas is married to Louise Motus 
and they have two daughters — Kandice and 
Krystal. Douglas is an electrician, has his own 
business and also helps us with the hardware. 

Our daughter Carol married Dennis Murray. 
Carol is a C.N.A. and works at the Eckville 
Hospital and helps out in the hardware. Her hus- 
band, Dennis, is employed by us in the 
hardware. 

Our youngest daughter, Shawna, is attending 
Eckville Junior High. She will likely go on to 
other areas after graduation but will probably 
land back in Eckville to help with the family 
business. 

‘The 21 years in Eckville have passed so fast 
that I don’t actually feel as an old timer, but 
maybe the next book will be written by our 
children, so they ean earry on from where we eft 

For now I'll sit back and visit with the many 
customers and friends that we've made over the 
years. We've always been too busy to do this 
before. So I hope to see you all in the future. It's 
been a pleasure meeting you and serving you all. 


HENRY MOLANDER FAMILY — by Vera 
Molander 

Henry Molander and Anna Charlotta 
Erickson were united in marriage in Revelstoke, 
B.C. in 1906. Henry worked there in the sawmills. 
In the spring of 1907 they came east across the 
mountains to Alberta to settle in Red Deer at the 
Conquist House. While there Henry worked in the 
brickyards, and Anna sold milk to the neighbors 
toearn alittle money. Alfred, their first son, was 
born in 1907. 

In 1908 Henry and Anna moved to a farm, the 
‘SW-36-39-4.W5. Their nearest neighbors were Ed 
Medin, John Randall, the McLeans, the Mattilas 
and the Tomingas family. In 1911 Albert was 
born, then in 1913 Harold was born, followed by 
Lennia in 1916 and Elsie in 1918. 

In the spring of 1918 Henry and Anna moved 
to the Billy Mannis farm, which now belongs to 
George Duncan, Sr. They lived there one year 














before moving to Forhan’s farm, where they 
stayed for five years. 

Helen was born in 1921, weighing only two 
pounds and four ounces at birth. That same year 
the school first opened and Alfred started to 
school. He walked to school in the spring and 
summer, and in the wintertime he drove a horse 
with a stoneboat behind. The first Eckville 
school was moved across the river and made into 
‘a church. Alfred went to school only one year. 
‘The two-room school, built in Eckville in 1921, is, 
now a blacksmith shop on Railroad Avenue. 

When living in Red Deer they had bought a 
cow in the spring so they would have their own 
milk. The cow gave more milk than needed for 
the family so they sold milk to neighbors and 
others in the town. When living southwest of 
Eckville, Henry and Anna milked up to 20 cows a 
day by hand and sold the milk in Eckville. Lots of 
folks were too poor to pay for the milk, but, pay 
or not, they still got thelr milk. Henry and Anna 
sold milk right up until the lafe 40's just before 
leaving the farm to retire in Eckville in 1952. 
‘They lived in a house just north of the hospital in 
Eckville. Anna died in August of 1955 and Henry 
in 1962, These people were very kind-hearted and 
would give you the shirt off their back if you 
needed it. 

‘When living on Forhan’s farm, the boys went 
out picking saskatoons. There were so many and 
so big (the size of grapes) that they filled every 
container they could find. Anna didn’t know what 
to do with them all as she didn’t have enough jars 
for them and had no way to freeze them. 

When Albert and Alfred went to school they 
hauled the milk on the stoneboat and delivered it 
in town before nine o'clock. The teacher they had 
would look out the window and see them, then set 
the clock ahead and start class, so they'd be late! 

‘Miss Kinna was Alfred’s first teacher. Other 
teacher's names were: Mr. Ludwig, Miss Moller, 
Miss Thompson (married Harry Low), Miss 
Hope and Miss Benidictson. They can remember 
in the winter all huddling around the stove and 
walking around the room, trying to keep warm. 
‘The Ink was frozen in the Ink wells and it was 
noon before everything thawed. 

Some of the doctors well remembered in 
Eckville were Dr. Evans, Dr. Backus, Dr. 
Somerville, Dr. Schreiber and Dr. Claxton. Later 
came Dr. Palmer, Dr. Coppock and Dr. Gibson. 
Home remedies for colds were goose grease and 
flannel cloths, warmed up on the cook stove. A 
wee drop of coal oil and sugar helped sore 
throats. For diarrhea a tiny drop of the very 
powerful “Hoffman Drops” helped. A mixture of 
sulphur and molasses worked as a spring tonic. 
Sweet ofl was often used for earaches and cloves 
for toothaches. Brown paper soaked in vinegar 
with pepper sprinkled on it worked before a doc- 
tor pulled a tooth. 

When Elsie was very small she had 
pneumonia. Dr. Claxton was afraid that she 
would not live, but with goose grease, mustard 











plasters, turpentine and steam, he managed to 
save her, although she has always had weak 
lungs. 

In the 30's, when it was so dry, the price of 
machinery, livestock and grain was very low. 
‘The highest price remembered for machinery 
was $1,445 for a tractor and $200. for a plow! One 
thing they remembered about the price of cattle 
was their bull, weighing 1900 pounds and selling 
for $19. Pigs were three dollars each. Barley 
went as low as eight cents a bushel and wheat 
208 a bushel. People would sell their animals 
and many times they were billed for the freight. 
Oxen were used for farming before horses 
became commonly used. They had buggies and 
democrats pulled by the horses. In 1923 Henry 
and Anna bought their first car, a 1918 Model T 
Ford. 

From 1924 to 1930 Henry worked on the 
railroad, travelling throughout the province. In 
January of 1927 Fred, the youngest, was born. 
‘Alfred went out in the bitter cold to get the mid- 
wite for his mother. 

‘The roads were only cow trails. There were no 
fences, and people travelled on the high parts of 
the land. Roads were built later, often by men 
who worked on them as a way to pay thelr taxes. 
‘This was much easier than paying cash, when 
money was hard to get. When it rained the trails 
were so bad they couldn't get through with the 
Model T. No one went anywhere without 
haywire, the most-used article to keep your car 
together and running. A rope was also carried so 
a horse could pull you out when you got stuck — 
that Is, if the horse didn’t shy away from the 
noise of the car! 

In 1911 the Canadian National Railroad was 
built to Nordegg from Red Deer. Then in 1911 the 
Canadian Pacific Railway was built as far as 
Rocky Mountain House. Farmers went to help 
build the rafiroads after the crops were seeded. 
Picks, horses, shovels and slips were used. Hay 
was hauled to Withrow to be sold to the C.P.R. to 
feed the horses. 

‘One day when Alfred was out cutting hay on 
Kingseps an airplane came over very low. His 
horse just crumbled to the ground with fright. 
‘The plane had come about two feet above the 
shed he was behind! The noise of the plane was 
enough to put a scare into anyone! Planes would 
land on level ground near the school on Lenny 
Kingsep's land. School children would rush to 
look at them, as they were something quite new 
to them at this time. 

Anna had a horse (Dolly) and a buggy of her 
‘own to use for going to town. The horse had to be 
led to get it going, then she would jump in and the 
horse wouldn't stop until it reached Eckville. 
‘One day Alfred put the harness on Dolly for his 
mother to go to town. Anna and the baby got in, 
Alfred put in a crate of eggs, and got the horse 
going. Just as he let go, he remembered he had 
forgotten to put the bridle on the horse. There 
was no stopping or slowing Dolly without it! 





Anna took Harold, the baby, by the collar and 
dropped him off the buggy, just missing a big 
tree. Then she herself jumped out. After running 
back to get the baby, who was fine, she realized 
that she had lost a $20, cheque in all the excite- 
ment. She walked back and forth over the track 
until she finally found it. 


MOLANDER, ALFRED AND BERTHA — by 
Vera Molander 

Alfred Molander and Bertha Molander were 
united in marriage on December 21, 1932. Alfred 
took his bride to his home on the SW 16-39-3.W5, 
where they are still living at the present time. 

‘Vernon was born in 1934. He farms with his 
dad, 

‘Melvin was born May 30, 1938. He married 
Faye Olson in 1960. They have two children, 
Cheryl and Corey. Melvin is now driving truck in 
Calgary 

May was born March 2, 1942. She married 
Albert Cook in 1961. They have two children, Lor- 
na and Alvin, They are living at Grimshaw, 
Alberta, on a farm, 








MOLANDER, HAROLD AND VERA — by Vera 
Molander 

Harold Molander and Vera Thyssen were 
married on December 22, 1944 at the Dyrland 
home. They had 10 children, six boys and four 
girls. Their first baby, a boy, was stillborn. Then 
in December, 1966 their second youngest boy, 
Richard, died at the age of five years of a brain 
tumor. They now have four boys and four girls: 
Barbara, Teresa, Edward, Eric, Dale, Betty, 
Charlotte and Neal. 

Barbara was born April 2, 1947. She has been 
working with the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce since 1968, having worked in 
Eckville. Grande Cache, Yellowknife and 
Grande Prairie, and is now working in Edmon- 
ton. 

Teresa was born February 14, 1949, and is 
married to Wayne Hewett, a gas plant operator 
now working in Mulhurst, Alberta. Teresa is a 
psychiatric nurse and is working in Red Deer. 

Edward, who was born on March 17, 1950, 
works as a'second foreman at Fleetwood in Red 
Deer. He married Lois Golem, and they have a 
son, Daryl. 

Erie, the second oldest boy, was born on May 
6, 1954. He is presently at home, helping on the 
farm. He helps his uncle put in his crops and 
helps put up the hay for his father. 

Dale, born April 29, 1955, is in Vernon, B.C. 
working with a construction company. 

Betty, born December 14, 1956, was married 
to Kevin 'Larlo, of Red Deer, on October 8, 1977. 
They are living at Fort McMurray, where Kevin 
works In the insulation and aluminum siding 
business. 

Charlotte Ellen, born April 18, 1958 is married 
to Lyle Rennie. They live in Red Deer, where 
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Lyle is employed as a welder at Sorenson 
Distributors. They have one son, Alan. 

‘Neal, the youngest child, was born March 19, 
1964. He goes to the Eckville Junior High Schooi 
and is active in Boy Scouts. He is in Grade 8 in 
197, and hopes to go through Grade 12 

Barbara, Teresa, Edward and Betty all have 
their high school diplomas. 

Harold Molander has been working for the 
town of Eckville since June 20, 1964 


THE FRED MOLANDER FAMILY — by 
Frances Molander 

Fred is the youngest son of the late Henry and 
‘Anna Molander. He was born January 2, 1927, on 
the home place — S.E. 17-39-3-W5. On October 30, 
1948 he was united in marriage to Frances 
Taylor, daughter of “Curley” and Louise Taylor 
of the Stauffer district. From this union there are 
four daughters — Harriet, born July 18, 1949, 
Coral, born December 29, 1954, Penny, born July 
3, 1936, and Rhonda, born July 6, 1958. Their 
children, in turn, have given’ them four 
grandchildren. Michelle and Clinton are 





daughter and son of Harriet and Maurice Clark 
of Eckville. Colin is the son of Coral and Wes 
Lewis of Red Deer, and Tasha is the daughter of 
Penny and Raymond Miller of Rocky Mountain 
House. 


‘Mr. and Mrs. Fred Molander, Rhonda, Penny, Harset, Corl 


Fred Is well known in the area as a ‘darn 
good” mechanic. He has been at this type of 
work since he was 16 years old. Also, in his 
younger years he helped his brother Albert in the 
trucking business. Grain augers were not too 
plentiful in those days, so scoop shovels were 
used for loading grain. 











In 1949 Henry turned the farm over to his son 
Fred, who moved to the farm in 1952 and has 
resided there ever since. He has his own shop on 
the farm, and still does mechanical work on 
every type of machinery. 





munity as Jehovah's Witnesses. Perhaps you 
have had a visit from them’ in the Bible 
Educational work. Apart from what has been 
said here, Fred and his family lead a calm and 
quiet life, 


UNCLE JOHN MOLANDER (1881-1974) — by 
Vera Molander 

Uncle John was born in Sweden, and grew up 
there. When he was in his early 20's he sailed for 
Canada, arriving In Kenora, Ontario in the 
spring of 1903. It took his ship 30 days to cross the 
Atlantic, due to stormy weather. 

He found a job digging trenches by hand. 
After staying In Kenora for a few years he took 
the train west to British Columbia, to work as a 
sealer in the logging camps. He was also a 
foreman in a lumber camp in Washington, 
U.S.A. for a period of time. 

When Uncle John retired from the woods in 
1939, he bought a farm near Forshee, southeast 
of Rimbey. He never built a house or barn on the 
land, but instead stayed with his neighbors 
(Rigby's) when he was there, or batched in an 
old granary. During the 1940’s and 1950's he 
rented out his land, then later sold it to Leo 
Palm. 

He lived in a house in Eckville with Henry and 
‘Anna Molander, which was sold later to Bruce 
and Joan Bardenhagen. He then moved to the 
Rocky Mountain House Lodge and lived there for 
a number of years. He often came to the home 
farm where Fred and Frances Molander now 
live, on the SE-17-29.3-W5. 

Uncle John visited with his many friends and 
relatives in the Eckville area. Everyone who 
knew him called him "Uncle John’”’; he was 
loved by all, 

Unele John lived to the age of 93 years. He 
died in a Rimbey hospital in October of 1974 and 
was buried in Red Deer beside his brother Henry 
and Henry's wife, Anna. 





‘THE AUGUST MORO FAMILY — by Mr. and 
Mrs. August Moro 

Karl Moro and his brother John emigrated 
from Estonia to Canada in 1904. They were 
drawn to the Eckville area where an Estonian 
community was developing. Included in this 
community were the Kingseps and the Kinnas, 
with whom the Moros had been acquainted in 
Estonia. With him, Karl brought his wife, Mary, 
and his sons, August, George, and Oscar. August 
had been born in 1961, 

Both Karl and John acquired homesteads 
about three miles morth of the present site of 
Eckville, their land being separated by the 
Medicine River. The farming work was done at 

















this time with oxen supplying the power. In 1919 
Kar! left his original homestead, having bought 
land 7% miles north of Eckville. (This land was 
later sold to his cousins, Pete and Ed Moro, and 
is still known as the Pete Moro place.) The fami- 
ly was moved to the new location, but Mrs. Moro 
suffered a stroke in 1921, and passed away in 
1924, She was buried in the Gilby cemetery. 

Karl built a flour mill in 1923, located where 
the Coppens’ house now stands. However, his 
sons, Oscar and August, formed a partnership 
and bought the flour mill from their father in 
1925. In 1928 Karl, along with his sons, George 
and Otto, had moved to the Peace River area. 
Karl took up market gardening, and the boys 
worked in a sawmill. (In 1959 Karl passed away 
and is buried at Peace River.) 

‘This country appealed to Oscar, as well, so he 
dissolved his partnership with August in the flour 
mill at Eckville in 1929, so that he could join his 
father and brothers at Peace River. Here he, 
along with his cousin, Ed Moro, built and 
operated a flour mill, which business they con. 
tinued for about three years. Oscar is now 
‘operating a farm machine shop as well as farm- 
ing at Peace River. Ed is retired, and spends his 
summers in Summerland, B.C., and his winters 
in Desert Springs, California. 

August continued operating the flour mill at 
Eckville until 1947, except for a period of two 
years, 1935-1937, during which he rented the mill 
to his brother Oscar. During this period August 
was occupied with a saw mill business in the 
Prairie Creck area. The mill, in addition to 
grinding grain into flour, generated electricity, 
and in 1939 the town of Eckville was first 
supplied with electric lighting. Anyone with 
power-outage trouble came directly to August 
for a solution to their problems. August was once 
refunded the amount of a monthly power bill 
after the electricity service was taken over by 
Calgary Power. This was because he had been 
the longest user of electric power in Eckville. 

In 1947 August sold the flour mill to the 
Eckville Co-op and it was then operated as a feed 
mill and seed cleaning plant until it burned down 
in 1957. The sale of his house along with the mill 
necessitated the acquisition of another house, so, 
in 1947 August built a house in Eckville on’ his 
present lot. This house was replaced, in 1962, by 
a larger house which August built, assisted by 
two carpenters. This house was built from 4” by 
4 squared logs, and the total cost was ony $3, 








After selling the flour mill August again 
became interested in working with the timber, 
He built and operated his own sawmill and 
planer. This business was carried on in various 
locations in the Rocky Mountain House area until 
1972, at which time he decided to quit working 
and enjoy his retirement years with his wife, Lit 
ly, at their home in Eckville. 

August was married in 1927 to Lilly Waisanen, 
in Calgary. Their honeymoon was their trip, by 














car, from Calgary to Eekville. Their car was a 
Ford “bug”, which resembled a race eat. Prior 
to thelr marriage Lilly had been working In 
Calgary inthe Ontario Steam Laundry and 
‘August spent that summer working in Cochrane 
ina garage. 

Thelr family consisted of three children. 
Clarence was born at home, with Dr. Somerville 
officiating, in 1928, He is now employed in con- 
Struction work in Edmonton, He and his wile, 
Martha (Letendre) have three girls — Wendy, 
Cingy, and Candy. 

‘Norman was born in the Bentley hospital in 
1982, with Dr. Henry in attendance. He now lives 
in Calgary, and is associated with the P. J. Toole 
and Cote Heal Estate, Ltd. He married Lorraine 
Dancer, from Winnipeg. Their family consists of 
two girls, Carolyn and Pamela, and one boy, 
Gary. 

“Alice was born in 1942 in the Eekville hospital 
with Dr. Coppock in charge. She is married to 
Calvin Kenzie and now lives In Calgary. They 
have two daughters, Susan and Alexis, both still 
at home. 


MURRAY, CHIC AND MARGARET. 

Charles (Chic) and Margaret Murray arrived 
in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan on February 1, 1948, 
after leaving their home in Perth, Scotiand and 
flying out from Prestwick. They’ were accom 
panied by their eldest daughter, Gaile who was 
then Il months old and Margaret's mother, Elsie 
Adams. 

Chic had just finlshed five years in the Army, 
having served with the Fife, Forfar Yeo. They 
were attached to the Canadian Forces and 
landed with them on “D’” day. 

They made thelr home in Birch Hills, 
Saskatchewan where son Frank and daughter 
Moria Charlene were born. 

In the fall of 1971 they moved to Eekville ac 
companied by Charlene, where Chic took up 
employment with Kasha Farm Supplies as 
parisman. 

On July 12, 1974, Moria Charlene married 
Brian George Lutz in the Eckville Presbyterian 
Church. They have a son Gregory Brian and a 
daughter, Kirsty Dawn and are living in Rocky 
Mountain House. 








THE FRED NEEDHAM FAMILY 
(MARGARET SCHOFER) — by Margaret 
Schofer 

In April of 1910 my Dad, Fred Needham and 
his brother-in-law, Leo Franke, went to Stettler, 
Alberta from Erie, North Dakota. They were 
met by Dad’s brother, Walter, who took them to 
the Lloyd George district where he had picked 
his own land, Dad filed on homestead rights on 
the NE 24-32-19 W5 and pre-emption rights on the 
SE ¥ of the same section. Fred, Dad and Uncle 
Leo then went back to North Dakota to finish 
their affairs and bring their families and 
belongings to thelr new home-land. They left Un- 








cle Walter to take care of their interests and 
break the required amount of land to hold 
homestead rights. 

Dad and Uncle Leo came out again in Oc- 
tober, 1910, shipping thelr settlers’ effects and 
livestock to Stettler. They loaded the furniture 
and other things that would be needed right away 
for the homestead on wagons and left the balance 
on freight cars to be re-routed to Morrin, as the 
railroad was being built south. This freight did 
not arrive until in March, 1911. Lumber, bought 
in Stettler, meant a return trip. The first loads 
were taken to Uncle Walter's, a two-day trip, and 
left in his yard. By this time the women folk and 
families had been advised to come. 

‘My mother, Bertha Needham, was a very 
young woman with two children, Edward, one 
and a half years old and four-month-old Pearl, 
who is now Mrs. Archie McAlister of Big Valley. 
Uncle Leo's wife, Pearl, was the mother of two- 
year-old Frances. Another Needham brother, 
Uncle Wesley, came to help the ladies with the 
children. He aiso took up a homestead in Alberta. 

On the trip out from Erie, more immigrant 
cars were added to the train. Passengers were 
mostly women and children going to join their 
menfolk on homesteads in the new land. On the 
train, and before leaving North Dakota, the 
ladies had heard some wild stories about cow- 
boys and Indians in Alberta 

‘Upon arriving in Stettler in early November 
they had to stay overnight, They got rooms in a 
hotel operated by “Daddy” Vart and his wife, 
who was a mother to all who came with children. 
‘Their rooms were on the main floor of the hotel 
near the office. As usual, there was a lot of noise 
around, and when the women looked out of their 
rooms to see what was going on, they saw men 
wearing cowboy clothes and guns. They were not 
Jong in closing their door. The men folk came 
from the homestead in the early hours of the 
morning and collected their families, and the 
next day started on the long trail, travelling over 
frozen ground for a full day's trip. 

Homes had to be bullt before winter set in, A 
work bee was arranged and wonderful 
neighbors, Jack and Laurie Smith, Albert Chase 
and Mr. Reinhold, all new settlers themselves, 
were there to lend a helping hand. As the saying 
goes, ‘Many hands make the load light”, and 
soon’ homestead shacks were built, although 
many hardships were yet facing the women and 
men alike, Many years later proper homes were 
built. 

On one of the first nights in their new homes, 
the women and children were left alone, as again 
the menfolk had to go to Stettler for supplies. 
‘There were no locks on the doors and the women 
were still not very brave in this new land. To 
protect themselves against any possible in- 
truders, all the big knives that could be found 
were put in the door. When the menfolk did 
return, it took some time before they could get 
into the house, with all the knives to be taken out. 

















Needless to say, the locks were put on the door 
the next day —'but very seldom used after the 
folks got used to the country. 

As the years went by, More children were 
added to the Fred Needham family. There was 
James, who is with the Alberta Wheat Pool at 
Breton and who will be retiring from this position 
in 1977; Calvin, who is now at Clareshol 
(Mrs. John Moore) living at Langley, B.C.; Irene 
(Mrs. George DeWitt) at Airdrie, Aiberta; 
Margaret (Mrs. Schoter) at Eckville; Ralph, liv- 
ing in Calgary; Frances (Mrs. Carmen Baird) at 
Rancho Mirage, California; Clarence at Alham 
bra; Gordon in Calgary; Roy at Big Valley; 
Lloyd at Hemet, California; Edward in Calgary 
and Pearl (Mrs, Archie McAlister) at Big 
Valley. 

Dad passed away on February 12, 1962 in 
Stettler, after many years of iliness. Our baby 
sister, Eleanor, passed away on October 7, 1972, 
in a plane crash. Eleanor, her husband, ‘Tony 
Glesebrecht, and their youngest son, Freddy, 
age 16 years, owned their own light aircraft 
They resided at Nanaimo, B.C., along with two 
older boys. However, it was Eleanor, Tony and 
Freddy who were ‘lying from Nanaimo to 
Lethbridge airport for the ‘Thanksgiving 
weekend — Tony’s folks lived at MacLeod and 
they were going to visit them. Ten minutes after 
their aircraft left the Kelowna Airport, the plane 
crashed, and all three were Killed. ‘They were 
found in the early hours on the next day. Their 
two oldest boys, Dwayne and Donald, are still at 
Nanaimo, 

In July, 1972 Garry Needham, Edward's 
eldest Son, was killed In a motoreyclé accident in 
Calgary 

Tt was in 1933 that the family moved to the 
Benalto-Evarts district — to the SE 26-383 W5, 
known to us as the Black farm, and which is now 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Leo Soerd. We went to 
school at Evaris, in the winter with the sleigh 
and in the summer on horseback, with a wagon, 
or by walking. 

Our closest neighbors were the Dewey 
Nielsens, Mr. and Mrs. Dave Hamilton, and the 
Robert Medins. These homes were our second 
home — we spent many happy hours with these 
wonderful neighbors. In 1935 we moved to the 
town of Eekville, and from there the family 
broke up and moved to many different places. 
Mother is still with us, spending most of the 
winter In California with Frances and Lloyd. In 
the summer of 1976 she was not able to go back to 
her home in Big Valley, and happy to say, she 
hhas been with me since coming back from 
California. She was 85 years young on November 
15, 1976, 

‘Through the early years in the Lloyd George 
area our home was 10 miles east of Rowley, 
Alberta — the Needham families helped the com: 
munity in every way possible. They helped to 
Dulld the Lloyd George School (in the early years 
it was called Mickicki), boarded many of the 
































teachers, and served on the school boards. Dad 
was one of the district's musicians, playing 
violin, piano or banjo, along with his friend and 
neighbor, Jesse Miller, on the drums. ‘They 
played for many school and good old barn dances 
and in homes. They were always active in com 
munity affairs and the Needham doors were 
never closed to any one in need. 

‘After a few years in this new land the folks did 
not worry about locking their doots — they soon 
found they did not need the knives in the door. In 
those very early days everyone had to depend on 
their neighbor for help, and it was always there. 
In our family this willingness to help carried on 
throughout the years as long as it was humanly 
possible for mom and dad to do it. As T sit and 
‘write these memories with the help of my sister 
Pearl and mother (most of it came from them) 
along with my brother-in-law, Archle McAlister, 
a Jot of very pleasants thoughts go through my 
mind, Mosi of the memories are of the good 
times we had at home. Although there were 
many of us, and times were tough in the 1930's, 
we did have a happy home life and are very 
thankful for every minute that we had together. 
The bad times seemed to bring us closer 
together. We always enjoyed our neighbors 
wherever we lived — and Sundays were a big day 
when we lived at Rowley — there were always 
neighbors coming over or we were at the 
neighbors’ homes for that friendly ball game or 
horse-shoe game, and, usually, at the end of the 
day, a big pienic unch with lots of homemade ice 
cream. Those were the good old days! 

1, Margaret started to work in the Eckville 
‘Town office on April 4, 1949, and am still on the 
job in 1977. I worked in the post office for a 
number of years with Dan Clausen, also for a 
short time after Gordon McNeil became post- 
master. My brother Jim had the rural mail route 
number three and I helped out on this at that 
time and later became involved with It again. 
When we first started on this route I remember 
Jim going out with a team and sleigh, leaving at 
Seven o'clock in the morning and getting home 
around seven at night. His pay (?) was about 
three or four dollars a day. He would change 
teams about half way around the route. At the 
present time the same mail route covers the 
Evarts area and very seldom docs it take more 
than three hours to do it, even in the winter time 
— with roads being kept open and no need to use 
horses and sleighs anymore. Well, times change, 
and we must keep up with the times! 





‘THE NEUFELDS 

Alice and Jim Neufeld came to Eckville in 
‘March of 1963 to operate the local veterinary 
clinic. The business was called Parkland 
Veterinary Clinic. At that time it was the only 
veterinary service west of Red Deer. It serviced 
an area as far flung as Winfield to Caroline and 
Bentley to Markerville. The business employed 
three Veterinarians and three non-professional 





Dr. James Nueeld and two-heade calf born on local farm - 196, 


people during its busy years. In December 1969 
the practice was terminated in order that Jim 
could begin a new career in Veterinary 
Pathology. 

During the years in Eckville they built a 
house in the west-end subdivision of the town, 

Son, Jamie arrived in Eckville in the summer 
of 1968, 

Jim was involved with the Leslieville Elks, 
Eckville Legion and was probably best known 
for his addiction to curling, spending a great deal 
of time in local curling clubs and attending local 
bonsplels. Jim also participated in activities of 
the 4-H beef clubs and presented a trophy each 
year to the best group of five calves In competi- 
tion at the annual Achievement Day. 

Alice was very active in the Presbyterian 
Ladies’ Aid and was a founder and first teacher 
of the Eckville Figure Skating Club. (In the 
winter of 1968.69 we think.) 

In September of 1970 the Neufelds moved 
away from Eckville to Ottawa, 


OLDFORD, WILLIAM AND RHODA. 

‘Mr. and’Mrs. Bill Oldford lived just south of 
Eckville for a number of years before moving 
away to British Columbia. Rhoda is a daughter 
of a very early pioneer of the Blueberry Valley: 
Leslieville district, 

Her father P. A. Smith wrote in a letter toa 
friend in 1955: “I do know that we had quite a 
time, in April, 1912 when we drove from Red 
Deer to Leslieville with oxen; it seems to me that 
it took almost a week to make the journey; we 
slept one night by the old Finn hall; the roads 
were so bad that we were getting bogged down 
pretty often, but there was one thing in our 
favour — we had plenty to eat — we had lots of 
frult that we had preserved in Ontario, and a cou 
ple of good hams and plenty of bread, and of 
course we had a cow with us; we had’a tough 
time, and I always figure that the ten years that 
We put in up on “‘them thar hills” were wasted.” 
(Here Phil Smith seems to be referring to the 
homesteads he and his wife's people filed on in 
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the Blueberry Hills north of Withrow — he later 
settled on a farm further west where his family 
grew up and he was quite successful, and a 
d neighbor. His son Neal has lived there 

life, and raised his family of seven there. 

Rhoda was a happy, carefree girl, always 
pleasant to be with; she had a great fondness for 
horses and riding. 

She and Bill now live at Pentiction, B.C. 


EDWIN OLSEN FAMILY — by Edwin and Bar- 
bara Olsen 

Edwin Richard Olsen was born on April 12, 
1941 at Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. His father, 
Kaare Olsen, was born on January 20, 1909 at 
Mosvik in Nord Frondelag, Norway and came to 
Canada in April 1929. His mother, Anna Friesen, 
was born on January 25, 1910 in Atmawir, Kuban, 
Province, Russia and came to Canada in October 
1924. 

Barbara Jean Hawkins was born on April 25, 
1946 at Bentley, Alberta. Her father, Elton Hohn 
Hawkings, was born on October 5, 1921 at 
Bentley, ‘Alberta and her mother, Helen 
Margaret Terry, was born on October 16, 1924 at 
Cookstown, Ontario. Both Ed and Barb spent 
most of their growing-up years northwest of 
Bentley. 

Ed went to Lockhart school for Grades 1 to 6 
and finished his schooling In Bentley. He went to 
the University of Alberta for four years following 
his graduation from high school, and received 
his B.Ed. During the summers he worked on the 
Louis Gyor! farm as a hired hand for three years 
and then marked correspondence lessons in Ed. 
monton. He also marked Grade XII 
‘Mathematics Departmental Exams in Edmon- 
ton for two summers. Ed came to Eckville to in- 
tern teach in May and June, 1963 and began 
teaching full time in Eckville in September, 1963, 
During this time he lived with his parents and 
commuted. 

Barb went to Bentley school for Grades 1 to 4, 
to Poplar Ridge for Grade 5 and part of Grade 6 
and finished Grade 6 at Riverglen School in Red 
Deer. Grades 7 through 12 were taken in Bentley. 
In April 1964 she began work in the Bank of Mon- 
treal in Bentley. 

On December 28, 1964 Ed and Barb were 
married in the Anglican Chureh of Epiphany in 
Rimbey, Alberta. They moved into Eckville on 
January 1, 1965. 

Ed became vice-prineipal of the Eckville 
Junlor-Senior High School in 1966. Following 
summer school attendance and evening credit 
courses, Ed, Barb and the children moved to Ed- 
monton in August 1971 where Ed completed his 
‘Masters Degree on a Sabbatical Leave, They 
moved back to Eckville in June 1972, at which 
time they bought their home and Ed began 
teaching again. In 1975 he became principal. 

Ed and Barb's two children were born in 
Eckville — Richard John on October 25, 1965 and 
Rhonda Lynne on January 10, 1968, with Dr. Bob 
Swain attending both births, 

















Ed has been active in the community of 
Eckville and with other organizations. When the 
Anglican Church was in Eckville he was 
secretary of the board. He was treasurer for the 
Mathematics Council, Alberta Teachers 
Association for three years, was on the Eckville 
Recreation Board as secretary and as chairman 
of the Lacombe Regional Recreation Board, and 
also served part of a term as Town Councillor of 
Eckville. At present he is secretary of the Lions 
Club, after having held several other offices, in- 
cluding that of president. He received his ten- 
year perfect attendance pin this year. He is also 
on the Eckville Library Board, is treasurer of the 
Lacombe Local ATA and ‘is the Lacombe 
Representative on Council of School Administra- 
tion, 

Ed's hobbies are key collecting and 
mechanics. At the present time he is taking a 
mechanics course through International 
Correspondence Schools. 

Barb has also been active. When the Anglican 
Church was in Eckville she was in the Women's 
Auxillary as secretary and she also taught Sun- 
day School and had a Youth Group for boys and 
girls. She has also taught Sunday School and has 
been a leader for CCC’s and Explorers in the 
Presbyterian Church. She taught the Jack and 
Jill Playschool for three years and subbed for 
one year. She was secretary of the Board of 
Directors when the Playschool became affiliated 
with Preventive Social Services. In the fall of 
1975 she approached the Town Council for per- 
mission to form a voluntary Welcome Mat for the 
town of Eckville and a five-mile radius. With the 
help of Dofothy Carritt the Eckville Welcome 
‘Mat was formed and Barb has been hostess for 
it. Since October 1975 76 new families have been 
welcomed to the community. At present time she 
is secretary of St. Paul’s Presbyterian Evening 
Group, is beginning her sixth year as a CGIT 
leader, is in the Presbyterian Church Choir and 
is on ‘the Parent Group Committee for the 
Eckville Scouting Organization. Barb’s hobbies 
are collecting souvenir spoons and stamps. 

Rick was in Eckville Cubs and is now in 
Scouts. He belongs to the Presbyterian Teeners 
Youth Group. Rhonda belongs to Explorers after 
graduating from COC. She is also taking figure 
skating. Both children are in their third year of 
piano lessons. 

In June of 1977 Ed, Barb and the children 
transferred their membership from the Anglican 
Church to St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, 





THE JAMES OLSON FAMILY — by R. A. Schey 

James Olson and his wife Minnie arrived at 
Eckville in March, 1903 from Cumberland, 
Wyoming, U.S.A. They immigrated to the United 
States from Finland in about 1880, and were 
married in Ishpeming, Michigan on July 2, 1888. 
They had seven daughters and one son. One 
daughter and the only son died in infancy. The 
surviving daughters were Mrs. Ole Schey 






















‘ames Olson Family -1912, 


(Mildred), Mrs. Frank Lingren (Emma), Mrs, 
Henry Lingren (Ida), Mrs. Ed Aho (Annie) of 
Eckville, Mrs. Joe Connole (Jean) of Butte, Mon 
tana, and Mrs. Albert Saari (Mary) of Kaslo, 
BC. 

Mrs. Olson died at Eckville in December of 
1936 and Mr. Olson in August of 1944. ‘They 
homesteaded two miles south of Eckville, on 
what is now Joe Rasmussen’s place — SW 10-39- 
3.W5. 

‘Mr. Olson was one of the first settlers in the 
area and had for his mode of transport a horse 
and oxen hitched to a wagon, with which he 
hauled supplies from Red Deer (a two or three- 
day trip), He followed the trail which passed 
through the Burnt Lake country. Mr. Olson 
cleared a lot of land for himself and other 
neighbors, doing it the hard way — with grub hoe 
and axe. He also built many log buildings in the 
area, some of which still stand today. Some have 
been covered with siding so that they are no 
longer recognizable as log buildings. One exam- 
pleis the old Gustavson house, some two or three 
miles northwest of Eckville. He made most of 
his tools out of old scrap iron from which he 
fashioned, among other things, skiis and poles of 
birch and willow. Mr. Olson skied a great deal 
during his lifetime. 

‘He handmade fish nets and boats, with which 
he reaped a harvest of different fish from the 
Medicine River, which bisects the homestead. 
He had his own smoke house and produced many 
delicious meals of smoked fish. Many of the 
saunas around the district were of his 
craftsmanship, and many people of the district 
enjoyed his saunas on a Saturday night. 








MICHAEL ONOFRYSZYN FAMILY 

‘Mike Onofryszyn emigrated from Poland to 
southern Alberta in 1928. He worked for farmers 
for a short time, then took a job as section man 
with the CNR. In 1935 his wife, Marla, and only 
son, Jarvis, came from Poland to join him. 

‘The family's first home was Scotfield, Aiber- 
ta and a year later they moved to Youngstown. 
‘The family had been farmers in Poiand so when 














Mike transferred to the CN section at Eckville, it 
was only natural they would return to the land, 
‘They purchased the old John Johnson homestead 
two and one-half miles north of town. In 1948 they 
moved to the old Eckford place one mile north of 
town. They moved to the town of Eckville in 1953, 

‘Mike retired from the CNR in 1962, and 
passed away in October, 1968. His wife, Maria, 
assed away in September of 1963. 


JARVIS ONOFRYSZYN FAMILY 

Jarvis Onofryszyn married Evelyn Smale of 
the Gilby district in May 1952 and took over 
farming his parents’ land, making their home on 
the old Eckford homestead. 

Four daughters arrived to bless their life: 
Elaine in 1953, Sharon in 1955, Noreen in 1959 and 
Karen in 1969. The family has been very involved 
in the community over the years, taking active 
parts in the St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, 
Farmers Union, Curling Club, Home & School, 4 
H Club work and local politics. 

The three oldest daughters graduated from 
the Eckville High School. Elaine married 
Leonard Engen of the Gilby district. They have 
built a new home on the first farm purchased by 
Mike Onofryszyn and have one son, Trent. 

Sharon married David Lemke of the Diamond 
Valley district and they have made their home 
gn the Waldemar Lemke farm and have a son, 
Nathan, 

Noreen distinguished herself in the 4-H Club 
movement by winning the Alberta 4-H Premier's 
Award for 1977, She is attending Red Deer 
College. 

Karen attends the Eckville Elementary 
School. 





OPHUS, PEDER — by Jean Ophus 

Peder and Thora Ophus were married in 
Norway in 1907, and came to Canada in June, 
1916, bringing with them three children: Carrie, 
born in March, 1908, Ivor, born in May, 1911, and 
Johanna, born in October, 1915, Upon arrival in 
Canada they settled in the Asker district, east of 
Ponoka. 

In the spring of 1920 they moved to the 
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Springdale area, Here another daughter, Mary, 
was born in November, 1920. In 1925 they moved 
to Bentley and in 1927 to Lacombe. Peder was a 
painter by trade in Norway and continued this 
trade and also did carpentry work in every area 
in which he lived. 

In 1930 the family moved to the Eckville dis. 
trict, settling on the N.W. 2540-3-W5. They lived 
there until 1949 when they moved to the town of, 
Eckville. Ivar still owned this quarter of land 
when they moved and it was rented by Elias 
Dyrland for several years. 

‘Thora was an excellent seamstress and did 
sewing for many people as well as her own fami- 
ly. Her sewing was all done on a hand-operated 
sewing machine (not a treadle machine) brought 
from Norway, and she never owned a different 
machine. 

Peder was a quiet soft spoken man, and in his, 
later years liked nothing better than to spend his 
time playing games with his grandchildren 
Peder passed away in April of 1957 and Thora in 
April of 1963, 

In 1927 Carrie married Burton Shales, who 
came from Lacombe. For a time they lived on 
the farm at Lacombe where Burt farmed with 
his father, Willlam Shales. The William Shales 
also lived in Eckville in thelr retirement years, 

Burt and Carrie lived In the Gilby area and 
then in British Columbia, Returning from British 
Columbia they purchased the S.W. 18-40.3-W5. 
and farmed there until moving to the town of 
Eckville. Burt and Carrie had two chosen 
children, Arnold and Linda. 

Carrie passed away in April, 1955 and Burt in 
1, 





OPHUS, IVAR — by Jean Ophus 

Ivar Ophus was born in Norway on May 15, 
1911 and came with his parents to Canada in 
June, 1916. He lived in several parts of Alberta 
before settling on the N.W. 25-40-3-W5 in the 
Gilby area in 1930. 

Ivar spent many winters working in the 
lumber camps. Just a few of the many men he 
worked with are Alex, Rodger and Bill Lawton, 
Erie Bardenhagen, Burton Shales and Arthur 
Garbutt. Carpentry work, construction work, 
and grinding feed, are only a few of the jobs he 
turned to, in order to earn a living. 

In April, 1953 he was united in marriage to 
Jean Lutz and they bought a house in Eckville. 
‘There are six children in this family, a daughter 
and a son, Geneva and Maurice Clark, by Jean's 
previous’ marriage. The eldest daughter, 
Geneva, born on February 21, 1946 completed 
her schooling in Eckville and trained at the 
Royal Alexandra Hospital in Edmonton to 
become a registered nurse. 

In December, 1967 she married James Burk, 
‘who came fromthe Sundre area. James was a 
teacher and taught at Sundre and Stoney Plain 
before joining the Department of Education in 
Edmonton. Geneva worked at the Olds, Sundre 

















ar Ophus Family. Front row: Geneva, Jean, Melanie, 
‘Chery. Back row: Maurice, Duane and Lye 





and Royal Alexandra Hospital as well as five 
years at the W.W. Cross Cancer Institute in Ed 
monton. In October, 1976 James transferred to 
the Saskatchewan Department of Agriculture 
and they moved to Regina. 

‘hey have two children, a daughter Jill and 
son Jay. 

‘Maurice Clark was born August 13, 1948 and 
took all of his schooling at Eckville. Since lea 
Ing school he has worked at several jobs, in- 
cluding McGregor Power and Telephone in 1967 
when the underground telephone cables were i 
stalléd in the Eckville area. In July, 1967 he mar- 
ried Harriet Molander, eldest daughter of Fred 
and Frances Molander. they have moved around 
to various parts of Alberta, including Calgary, 
where Maurice worked for the Canadian 
Imperial Bank of Commerce and also operated 
an Felectrical Business. In 1976 they purchased 
the S.W.\% 2-40-3-W5 from Harold Molander, 
northwest of Eckville, and are living there. 

‘Maurice is very fond of horses and buys, sell- 
ing and training them. They have two children — 
a daughter, Michelle, and a son, Clinton. 

Cheryl, born December 23, 1953, graduated 
from High School in Eckville in 1971. After lea’ 
Ing school she has been employed continuously 
at the Alberta School Hospital, now known as 
‘Michener Centre. In January, 1976, she married 
Gerald Burdinsky, who is employed at Menzies- 
Herbert Sash and Door in Red Deer. 

Duane, born April 29, 1955, completed his high 
school in’ Eckville and after one year at the 
University of Alberta is employed by the Cana- 
dian Imperial Bank of Commerce. He is present- 
ly working in Edmonton, 

Lyle, born on April 15, 1956, took his elemen- 
tary and junior high schooling in Eckville and his 
high school at the Composite High School in 
‘Lacombe. He has worked in various construction 
Jobs and is presently working with his brother 
‘Maurice. 














‘Melanie was born on June 1, 1967 and is fondly 
known as our ‘Centennial Baby.” She Is attend- 
ing Eckville Elementary School. 

In 1956 Ivar and Jean purchased the S.E. 16. 
39-3-W5 from Jean’s dad, Levi Lutz, and farmed 
there until 1964 

In 1964 Ivar and Jean sold this quarter to 
Stanley and Charlotte Whitney and the quarter 
northwest of Gilby to Elias Dyrland, They then 
purchased the E.% 13-39.3:W5 from Mrs. John 
(Kib Armstrong. 

During the years of their marriage, along 
with his farming operations, Ivar had done 
carpentry work, drove a school bus, and was 
employed for 12 years as a battery operator by 
various oil companies. In 1974 they sold the farm 
to George and Elaine Burkholder and purchased 
a house from Hans and Helen Coppens in the 
town of Eckville. Ivar is now employed at Kasha 
Farm Supplies. 


ORR, MR. AND MRS. JAMES AND 
FAMILY—by Sylvia Thorkman 

‘Mr. and Mrs. James Orr came originally 
from Ontario to the Eckville district about 1916. 
‘They farmed the NE 22-39-3-W5. Both were 
‘community-spirited people, belonging to various 
organizations. Mrs. Orr was a member of the 
local U.F.W.A. during the years. 

‘They had five children: Jessie, Andy, Nellie, 
John and Walter. Jessie was employed in the 
Eckville Hotel for a number of years. 

The annual Sports Day and Picnic was held on 
Victoria Day (May 24) and was always a very 
gala affair and was well attended. Some years 
plane rides were available for a fee. Jessie was 
‘one who went up for a ride, and coming in for a 
landing the plane hit the’ telegraph line and 
crashed. The plane was a wreck, and the 
passenger, Jessie, recelved a broken arm. 

‘When last known, Jessie had married and was 
living in Courtney, B.C. John and Walter 
attended Eckville School. in 1923 the Orrs held 
an auction sale and returned to Ontario. 











PORTER, MRS. MARGARET N. — 1881-1971 — 
by Laura Marshall 

My mother, Mrs. Porter, emigrated to 
Canada in 1926, from Middlesbrough, Yorks, 
England. 

She married Harry W. Porter in 1903. From 
this union were born seven children, Laura 
(Marshall), James, Malcolm, Walter, Ceeil and 
‘Margaret (Stenson). My father was called up at 
the outbreak of World War I, as he was in what 
was known as the territorials, and was 
automatically called at the outbreak of the war. 
He was seriously wounded in 1916 and died from 
the wounds. I'd like to point out here that my 
mother had to pay for the blanket he was buried 
in, out of the pittance the Imperial Government 
was paying war widows. Sure, he was awarded 
several medals, but does that feed and clothe a 
widow and seven children? 





























At the close of the first war my mother 
deelded to come to Canada, as she had two 
brothers in Alberta. First she came to Chinook 
and, as she had had a great deal of experience in 
first ald and maternity work, she was in demand 
when news got around that she was proficient in 
these flelds. 

Tn 1925 she came to Condor and was busy 
mainly in maternity work. Many a baby she 
delivered without the ald of a doctor. At first she 
Went out to the homes. Here she took care of 
mother and babe, cooked, did the laundry and 
took care of other members of the family. All this 
was done without the aid of modern con- 
veniences such as we know today. 

In 1928 the late Dr. A. Somerville persuaded 
her to move to Eckville, and in January of 1929 
she opened and operated a nursing home. The 
house, located across the street from the bakery, 
now occupied by the Wally Hanford family, 
became the first nursing home. Many of the 
children born there are now grandparents. My 
first two children were born there, Mavis being 
born without the ald of a doctor. Af that time Dr. 
Somerville went to Leslieville every Tuesday 
and held office hours. Tt was on a Tuesday that 
Mavis decided to enter the world. The doctor had 
{ogo and Isolate a number of infectious diseases 
that day and so the baby was born before he 
returned to Eckville. 

After two years the government started to in- 
terfere, and wanted & lot of information in 
regard to patient care, ete. As a result, mother 
decided to move back to the farm at Condor. In 
the meantime Dr. Somerville had left Eckville 
and Dr. Claxton took over. My mother regarded 
both birth and death as of a serious nature, and 
she felt that Dr. Claxton was too indifferent in 
either case. Many of her former patients still 
wanted her in attendance at the birth of their 
babies, and they also passed the word around 
that patients could expect good care. Conse- 
quently, Mother reserved one bedroom in her 
home to be used as a maternity room. 

In 1944 she moved to Calgary where she 
jolned the Red Cross. About this time the war 
Wounded were returning so she again took up her 
duties of serving coffee, doughnuts, etc. to the 
returning soldiers. In about 1949 Mother moved 
to Red Deer to make her home with brother, 
Walter. 

With the influx of war wives, many with 
babies and little ones, Mother was in her element 
again, Cots were set up and babies bathed and 
fed, giving the mothers a chance to rest after the 
Jong journey from England. After all this excite 
meni was over mother took a breather, except 
for her church work at the Cathedral Church of 
the Redeemer. 

Mother still made her home with Walter until 
her falling health required that she enter the 
Father Lacombe Home at Midnapore. She was a 
patient there for three years. She fell and broke 











her hip and didn’t recover from the operation 
of setting it, 

Of Mrs. Porter, all can say “Well done, good 
and faithful servant.” 


PURNELL, LLOYD AND VERNA — by Verna 
Purnel 

Lloyd and Verna were both born at Ponoka, 
Alberta, and were married there on August 31, 
is. 

In the fall of 1949 they moved to Eckville, 
Alberta. Lloyd and his brother-in-law, Denny 
Sheppard, bought the Internation Harvester 
business from Rus Eastman. Mr. Verne Starr 
(whom many will remember) was zone manager 
in this area for the International Harvester 
Company at that time. They operated the 
business in the building which is now the Legion 
Hall until the spring of 1959, Lloyd then worked in 
Red Deer for Nance Company until September 
1959, at which time he started working for the 
County of Lacombe as school bus foreman for 

‘ckville. He is still working for the County in 
that position. 

Denny and Hazel Sheppard and family moved 
to Red Deer in 1959. 

Lloyd and Verna have two sons and one 
daughier. Brian Lloyd was born January 6, 1950 
and was married to Margaret Derk in Edmonton 
on August 17, 1974. They now reside in Edson, 
Alberta, where Brian works at the Hudson Bay 
Gas Plant. 

‘Kenneth Edward was born March 10, 1954 and 
was married to Rinny Hughes in June, 1976. They 
reside at Eckville. Ken works for’ McGregor 
Telephone and Power, erecting steel towers for 
the Calgary Power lines, 

Patricia Leanne was born February 8, 1956 
and was married to Duane Engman on February 
12, 1977, They live on Duane’s farm in the New 
Hill district south of Eckville. Pat works for the 
Hudson Bay Gas Plant south of Eckville 





QUANTZ, HAROLD FAMILY 
There is something about small-town 
friendliness that one appreciates. This was the 
feeling of Harold (formerly from Alliance, 
Alberta) and Dorothy (Vliet from  Rimbey, 
‘Alberta) as they moved from Calgary to Eckville 
in August 1958. Since Harold had a brother here 
and the town is close to Rimbey, and we were 
able to rent a house, we arrived in time for our 
oldest child, Carol, to start Grade 1 In Eckville. 
Harold did carpenter work and was employed on 
the building of the south addition to the school. 
‘Because Harold was feeling a call to enter the 
Christian ministry, we moved to Redcliff 
December 1959; but came back to Eckville in 
August 1962 as the minister in the local Church of 
the Nazarene. With the help of many people giv- 
ing of their labor and their finances the present 
church building was erected between 1963 and 
1965. 
Our youngest child, Marilee, started school 














here, and although we were away for seven 
years (two in High Prairie and five in Calgary 
east) she was in the graduating class with those 
with whom she had started to school. 

Our son, Jerry, married Cindy Taylor trom 
Calgary and they have two children, Chris and 
Angela. Jerry enjoys playing hockey with 
former classmates and friends. Our children 
lived here during their junior years, so consider 
Eckville their home town. When we were travel: 
ling between Rimbey and Calgary, we often 
stopped to greet friends. 

“Make new friends but keep the old. 
One is silver; the other is gold.” 

We probably hold a record, as we have lived 
in Eckville during three different periods of time 
for a total of 10 years at the time of writing, ina 
21 year span. We appreciate the friendship and 
Kindnesses which have been shown to us over 
these years, 





QUANTZ, HERBERT 

‘Minister in the Church of the D 
Eckville 1954-1961, 

Herbert and Jean Quantz, with three children 
(Douglas, Karen and Donnie), came to Eckville 
in 1954 to be pastor In the local Church of the 
Nazarene. Herbert had taken a three-year 
course at Canadian Nazarene College in Red 
Deer after having been discharged from the Air 
Foree, 

In Red Deer and later in Vietorla, B.C. Herb 
worked for T. Eaton Company, but feeling that 
God’s will was for him to be in’ the ministry, he 
subsequently accepted the pastorate here in 
Eckville. He clerked in Jenkin’s grocery store 
as well as doing pastoral preaching and visiting 

Leaving here in 1961 he moved to Calgary and 
attended the University of Calgary, where he 
gained a Degree in Education. For a number of 
years he was both teacher and pastor, but is 
currently teaching in Drumheller, is active in the 
local church, and supplies as minister when 
needed. 
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RALPH, ALLAN AND IRENE 

On January 24, 1874, John Alexander Ralph 
was born, the first son of Joseph and Elizabeth 
Ralph at Port Perry, Ontario. On December 16, 
1885, Susan Albertha Morgan was born, the 11th 
child of Thomas and Catherine Morgan at 
‘Sandhill, Ontario. In March of 1886 the Morgan 
family moved to Treherne, Manitoba 

AS a young man, Jack Ralph moved to the 
‘Treherne area where he met and later married 
‘Susan Morgan on December 26, 1906. In Januai 
1907 they moved to what later became the Nut 
‘Mountain district of Saskatchewan. It was not 
until April, 1908 that the young Mrs, Ralph saw 
another white woman, when new settlers finally 
arrived, 

In 1931, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph welcomed into 
thelr home their chosen son, Allan, who was born 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba on November 19, 1926. 

















In 1914, the Nut Grove School District No. 2924 
came into being. It was in this school that Allan 
received his first 10 years of education. He later 
graduated in Saskatoon in 1945, being the first 
student of the Nut Grove School to graduate from 
igh school. He entered the teaching profession 
in September 1945 and taught for three years. In 
1952 he graduated from Two Rivers Bible 
Institute at Carlea, Saskatchewan, 

In July, 1953, Susan Ralph passed away at 
Kelvington, Saskatchewan at the age of 68 
years. Her husband, Jack Ralph, passed aivay 
six months later, on January 4, 1954, also at 
Kelvington, at the age of 79 years. 

George ‘Brown Hill was born in Preston, 
England on October 13, 1897. He immigrated to 
Canada after the first World War, having served 
in His Majesty’s armed forces. In 1928 he 
married Mary (May) Black of Belfast, Northern 
Ireland. Their daughter Irene was born on Oc- 
tober 23, 1930 and their son Gordon on October 21, 
1933. Mr. Hill had one daughter, Frances, by a 
previous marriage. May Hill passed away on 
November 25, 1953 at the age of 46 years. George 
Hill passedl away on March 25, 1968 at the age of 
TL years, 














Mrs, Irene Ralph 


In 1956 Allan Ralph moved to Vancouver, 
B.C., where he was employed by the B.C. 
‘Telephone Company for more than 10 years. He 
met and later married Irene Hill on July 26, 1957. 
In 1966 he returned to teach at Leader 
Saskatchewan for four years. In 1970 he accepted 
the position of French teacher in the Eckville 
Junior-Senior High School, where he is still 
employed in 1978. Irene Ralph began working at 
the newly-employed Treasury Branches of 
Alberta office In December, 1970 at Rimbey, 
Alberta, where she continues to work. 


RANDALL, FAMILY — by Ernest Barlund 
Charlle, Erick, and Elmer Randall were born 
in Finland. Their father E. E. Randall filed on 
his homestead the NE: 30.39-3.W5 about the turn 
of the century 
CHARLES RANDALL filed on his homestead 
NW 10-39-3-W5 later than his dad, about 1905. He 











came to the district from Butte Montana with the 
Hietala family (Henry Hietala still lives on his 
father's homestead one and one half miles east of 
Randall's farm). 

Charles wanted a homestead with timber to 
build with and water for livestock, so he built on 
the west side of the Medicine River, 

‘The Hudson Bay trail crossed the river by the 
Randall farm. All the first homesteaders like 
Erick Randall and my dad, Frank Barlund, 
travelled the Hudson Bay trail to their 
homesteads north of Leslieville. 

When on the homestead they had hardships 
with cattle dying of blackleg and other diseases 
as there was no vaccination in those days. 

One time when coming home from Red Deer 
with clothing for himself, and family and 
groceries and other supplies he had a near 
catastrophe. The river had become higher due to 
spring run-off. While crossing, the brand new 
‘wagon box came loose from the wagon and up- 
set, spilling contents in the river. All the supplies 
and the box were lost. The horses and wagon 
barely made it to shore, and Charles nearly lost 
his life. He said if it had not been for his son Eino 
on shore, telling him “Come on dad; you can 
make it, try again”, he would have given up for 
he was just about ‘played out in the cold and 
murky water. 

Charlie wanted his sons to get a college 
education or better, but they did not have a 
chance on the farm. Hino and Arne were the first 
students at the old Eckville school. 

Charlie farmed until about 1915, then he had a 
sale and left for Reiner, Washington to make a 
home on an acreage. He took a job as carpenter 
with the Libby Co. 

Eino finished college and started in insurance 
business in Seattle. 

‘Arne finished his education and became a 
teacher, then a principal at Mossyback 
Washington and later as inspector of schools in 
Alaska, and other American points. 

Reino became a professor of Arts at 
Ellensburg Washington. 

My aunt and Uncle Charles, died a few years 
ago. Arne died after a lengthy illness on August 
1, 1977 at Polson Montana. ERICK RANDALL, 
homesteaded on the SW 25-40-4-W5 (the T. 
Helkkinen land). He was a trustee for the 
Leafland school, and a councilor for the 
Leslieville area, Erick had a university educa- 
tion in Stockholm so he was well qualified. 

He farmed until about 1931, when his wife 
died, Then he sold the farm to'Heikkinens and 
left for Toronto. The log barn that Erick built 
still stands on the hill in Thelma Heikkinen’s 
yard. 

Ericks’s wife was a Finn-Swede who was very 
fluent in the Swedish, Finnish and English 
languages. She too, served on the Leafland 
school board for many years. They did not have 
any children, 

‘After his wife died and before he left for 
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‘Toronto, Erick remarried, the lady was Matt 
Heikkinen’s sister. 

ELMER RANDALL homesteaded the SE 26- 
40-5-W5. He had two sons, Roy and Irvine, who 
live in British Columbia where they have been 
logging. Elmer left the homestead and died 
many years ago. 





MATTHEW (MATT) AND ALMA 
(PAANANEN) RAUHALA. 

‘Matthew and Alma Rauhala were married on 
July 3, 1916. They lived in the Usona area for four 
years before they moved to the Reo district, 
northwest of Ponoka, in 1920. where they lived 
for 50 years. In June, 1970, they retired and 
moved to Eckville 

Mr, and Mrs. Rauhala have two sons, who 
both live in Red Deer. Emil and his wife, Ann, 
have two sons and one daughter. Henry and his 
wife, Barbara, have one boy and one girl. 

Of the Rauhala’s four daughters, the oldest, 
Dagmar, who married Roy Rook, lives in Alber- 
ta Beach and has five sons. Martha and her hus- 
band, Frank Jones, have recently bought a farm 
near’ Eckville. They have one son and one 
daughter. Dorothy and her husband, Derrick, 
Lawton, live in Eckville and they have three 
daughters. Elma and her husband, Ray Kelm, 
live in Rimbey. Mr. and Mrs. Rauhala also have 
a number of great-grandchildren. 

In 1963 Matt and Alma flew to Finland, where 
they had a pleasant time visiting with relatives. 
On July 3, 1966 they celebrated their 50th wed. 
ding anniversary, with open house for family and 
friends. Matt passed away on December 23, 1971. 

Alma greatly enjoys doing handicrafts and 
makes most of the gifts she gives away. She often 
Jends a helping hand to others. She belongs to a 
whist club, and takes part in the activities of the 
Eckville and District Friendship Club. She con- 
tinues to live in her own home in Eckville. 


RHODES, WALTER AND ELLA 

Walter Douglas was born in Douglas, North 
Dakota, U.S.A. in February 1909. He came to 
Beverly, Saskatchewan as a small child with his 
parents Mr. and Mrs. Mark M. Rhodes. They 
farmed for many years and his father was 
elevator agent there. They returned to the U.S.A. 
to Alhambra, California, for a few years and in 
1928 moved ‘back to Canada. Waiter went to 
school in Beverly and Alhambra. 

I, Ella I, Bassett was born in Crocker, 
Missouri, U.S.A. in September 1910 and came to 
the homestead at Cowan, Manitoba with my par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Jay D. Bassett, in the spring 
1913, We moved to ‘Travers, Alberta to my 
Uncie Guy S. Bassett’s farm in the spring of 1915, 
We were lucky to escape the 1918-1919 flu. We 
walked the three miles home from school many 
times through the dust storms that gradually 
covered the Russian thistles in the fence lines, 
‘Travers was a lovely little town on the wide open 
prairie but by 1923 we were “broke” and gave up 














and went to Woonsocket, South Dakota where we 
farmed with grandfather that year. In the spring 
of 1924, we came back to Canada to Taber, Alber: 
ta and to irrigation farming. I went to Ingelview 
and Gold Coin schools in Travers and Milwalkee 
and Woonsocket schools in South Dakota. In 
‘Taber I attended Central school then took a com- 
plete dressmaking and designing course. 

‘The depression years were hard on the 
prairie. We worked at anything we could, 
regardless of conditions, hours or pay. I hoed 
sugar beets at $12.50 per acre (my limit was five 
acres) thinning, hoelng, topping and piling — 
took all summer. One winter we sorted pea seed 
for the Broder Canning Company in a cold old 
‘mill for 25 cents an hour. We wore our Dad’s un- 
derwear, overalls, and heavy wool socks with 
overshoes. Our crew of eight girls were on night 
shift and we had fun. My better employment was 
a cook on the cook-car at harvest time for $5.00 a 
day, starting with breakfast about daylight and 

ishing at 11 p.m. 

Walter and I met in Taber at my folks home in 
1928 and were married in the Taber United 
Chureh Manse on January 9, 1933. We went to 
Milo for six months and then’returned to Taber 
and lived in a 12’ by 12” shack on 10 acres of 
irrigated land. This shack had been a brooder 
house for baby chicks. We cleaned it well and put 
in a new floor and covered the walls with gray 
building paper with lath on each side of the two 
by fours to hold it there. 

Walter (Dusty) came to Red Deer with a 
brush-cutting outfit in the spring of 1938. He cut 
brush in the Red Deer area and for a number of 
farmers in the Eckville district. In late 
September he brought Douglas and me here 
from Athabaska where we were visiting his 
folks. That first winter we lived on Myles 
Scowan’s farm north of Eckville, where Baich 
now lives. That winter was very’ nice until the 
day before Christmas when it snowed and turned 
very cold. We were new to the country and hadn't 











Ella and Walter Rhodes with Doug and LeRoy 





















Scie Rhodes - “Alter empty milk ans.” 


cut any wood so we were busy sawing and split 
ting it all winter. Our good neighbour, Hans 
Moos, loaned us a team to haul the logs home. We 
moved to Fred Moos’ farm in the spring of 1939. 
When not busy on the farm Walter worked for 
Alfred Kinna in his welding shop — this shop 
later belonged to Luther Finiey. We needed this 
extra work because we were not to be paid until 
after harvest. We farmed for Fred until the 
winter of 1941 when we moved into Glen 
Bardenhagen’s little house in Eckville as 
Douglas had started school. That winter Walter 
worked in Calgary returning in the spring to 
work for the Lacombe Municipal District on road 
construction. The winter of 1942 he was mail 
carrier for R.R. 3, He became foreman of the 
road construction in the spring of 1943 and was 
there until late fall of 1947, construction work in 
summer and snow plowing in winter. He then 
went south where he did construction’ work for 
many years. In 1954 he went to British Columbia 
where he presently resides. Some of his crew 
here were Bob Matthews, Herb Matthews, Louis 
Mitzner, Herb Riley, Alfred Kinna, Clarence 
Haarstad, Stan Leavsley, and Frank Wine as 
cook. 

Walter played the Hawaiian guitar and sang 
at many parties, concerts and played for dances 
in an orchestra with John Viitala, Robert Kinna, 
Bob Matthews and others. Alfred Kinna had an 
amplifier which not many orchestras had at that 
time. The dances were held in barns, schools, 
and halls. I especially remember one wedding 
dance at Gilby. It was one of our long rainy 
spells, the roads were in poor condition and the 
one north from town was under construction with 
the road crew camped near town. We went to the 
dance by this road, driving in the ditches to pass 
the road construction and we decided to return 
by the west road, At the hall we parked in front of 
the door and we discovered later that someone 
had stolen our gas when we ran out at Felix 
Matthew's farm. We obtained gas from Waldo 
Raabi’s farm, had coffee with the Matthews and 
started out again. It was raining so hard and we 
were sliding around and stuck so many times 





that we ran out of gas again. By this time we 
were tired, hungry and muddy. Tt was getting 
night again and we were worried about our 
children. I wanted to walk but couldn't in spike 
heels. The Maki boys came along and took me 
home, brought back gas for the car and followed 
Walter home. We were lucky to have Mrs. Clara 
Bromling baby-sitting. She was still there and 
wondering what we were up to. The next day we 
heard that the police were stuck in the new grade 
night and one of the road crew had started the 
cat” and pulled them out when he came from 
the dance. 

‘We were happy to stay in Eckville where we 
had met so many nice people. Some couldn't 
speak much English but someone was always 
there to translate for us. The “Bath House" was 
a new experience for us and we liked it. We en 
joyed the visiting and lovely lunches afterwards. 
We used to go out west fishing, berry picking, 
camping or just driving with Lilly and August 
Moro, Mary and Fred Moos and their families 
and had wonderful times, lots of berries and fish. 

Idid dressmaking for many years in Eckville. 
1 was the first Librarian when the Parkland 
Regional Library opened in the school in 1956, I 
enjoyed the Library, students, teachers and peo- 
ple who came for books. [also went to the Home 
and School convention for Eckville that year. In 
November 1957, I left the Library to work in Dr. 
Gibson’s office ‘and stayed on with Dr. Swain un- 
til I retired in 1967 due to ill health. T still live in 
Eckville on part of the acre we bought outside of 
town in 1942. This acre has been sub-divided into 
town lots now. 

We have three children, Douglas, LeRoy and 
Jacquelyn, 

Douglas was born in my folks home in Taber 
{n September 1935 and came to Eekville in 1938 
His history is elsewhere in this book 

LeRoy was born in the old hospital (Saari’s 
house) in August 1942. He went to Eckville 
School, was a cadet under Mr. Bliss when he was 
10 years old and never was old enough to go to 
cadet camp while we had cadets here. He worked 
at the Co-op Store, Eckville, the Hudson Bay 
store, Rocky Mountain House, then worked with 
an off crew, later moving to Brooks. He had a 
‘Taxi business there and drove ambulance at the 
same time. He did painting for awhile then was 
employed by an oll company, his present job. He 
married June Rath of Brooks. They have a son 
Bradley, and daughter Trena, and a son Brent 
(deceased). They reside in Brooks. 

Jacquelyn was born at the Eckville Hospital 
in Mareh 1947. She went to the Eckville School 
and worked at odd jobs, babysitting, ironing and 
at the Elgene restaurant for Gene and Ella 
Salsauler. She married Earl Dyrland of Leedale. 
‘They have a trucking business and haul for 
Great West Feeds in Red Deer and reside in Red 
Deer. They had two children. Shelley (deceased 
February 1977) and Bartley who attends River 
Glen school. 
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THE DOUG RHODES FAMILY — by Mrs. 
Rhodes 

‘Doug Rhodes came to Eckville as a small 
child with his parents, and took his schooling 
here. After completing his education he worked 
on a selsmic crew and in a lumber camp at 
Nordegg. Following this, he worked for Chester 
Kasha for a summer. In 1956 he started working 
for Art Langer where he worked for 13 years, 
learning the trade of television and radio techni- 
cian. He attended Southern Alberta Institute of 
Technology in Calgary where he furthered his 
training. 

Doug married the former Georgina 
Reltmeler of Benalto, and they have three 
daughters, Holly (Mrs. Glenn Cornell) of Red 
Deer, Trudi and Tammi. They also have two 
grandchildren, Ryan and Christa, 

In 1967 Doug and Georgina started thetr own 
business in a small room in the back of Art 
Langer’s shop, and in 1972 they moved thelr 
business to the former Kina bullding on Main 
Street, which they later purchased. In 1977 they 
renovated the building and built an addition onto 
the back of it 

‘As well as operating his own business, Doug 
has worked at many different Jobs. He worked 
part time as trouble-shooter for Eckville Mutual 
‘Telephones, Northwestern Utilities, and Calgary 
Power, as well as being projectionist at the local 
theatre and operating a school bus for Gene 
Lazzer. Doug has been a member of the local 
volunteer fire department for 22 years, the last 
seven of these as chief. He is now the past mayor 
of the Town of Eckvilie. 

‘Doug was a member of the cadets for several 
years and attended camps at Vernon, B.C. and 
Dundurn, Saskatchewan. He also played 
hockey with the Eckville Eagles, and baseball 
with the Eckville Club. He is a former president 
of the Eckville Fish and Game Association, He 
enjoys fishing, camping and canoeing in’ his 
Spare time, an also does a bit of cross-country 
skiing. 

Georgina worked for a short time at the local 
hospital, the Co-op store, and then for seven 
years ai the telephone office, she started the 

C.G.LT. group in 1988, along with Donna Wilson, 
whose husband, Harvey, was local manager of 
Revelstoke Lumber, and continued as leader of 
this group for three years. She was also an active 
member of St. Paul's choir for several years. At 
the time of writing, Georgina has been a member 
of the Order of Royal Purple No. 233, Benalto 
Lodge for the last 12 years, and works full time at 
the store. 

Holly took her education in Eckville, where 
she was on the cheerleading team. She was a 
member of Explorers, C.G.1-T. and Juntor Choir. 
She taught Sunday School at St. Paul's 
Presbyterian Church for three years. She is now 
kept busy with her young family. 

‘Trudi was a member of C.0.C.’s and Ex- 
plorers, and is still attending C.G.I-T. She also 














taugh! Sunday schoo, an ardent artis and en- 
ys sewing, cooking and babysitting. She would 
live to become an interlor designer upon comple- 
mn of High School. 
‘Tammi also was a member of C.0.C.'s and 
Explorers, and of St. Paul's Sunday School. She 
enjoys Highland Dancing, which she hopes to 
teach. She also enjoys her pet dog, “‘Bashful” 
She enjoys sports, music, camping, travelling 
and babysitting. 

Last summer the family enjoyed a three- 
week trip to the Yukon and Alaska along with 
Doug’s mother, Ella Rhodes, and Georgina’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Reltmeler of Red 
Deer. They also took Georgina’s niece and 
nephew, Robbie and Leah Reitmeier of Calgary. 
They had a very good trip and would like to 
return to the beautiful Yukon again in a few 
years. 

Although the family is kept busy with their 
business and their many and varied activties, 
they enjoy living and working in the growing 
community of Eckville. 


THE RED RICE FAMILY 

Red (Harley) Rice was the youngest of 12 
children born to Charlie and Annie Rice on May 
21, 1938 at Viking, Alberta. They farmed at Vik- 
ing until Red was in junlor high, then retired and 
moved to Lacombe, 








Red and Mary Ann Rice, September 1, 1956. 
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‘Mary Ann, youngest of six children was born 
to Joe and Ingeborg Hansen on February 2, 1939 
at High Prairie, Alberta. One year later the 
Hansens moved to Battle Lake, Alberta where 
they lived for seven years, After a few moves, 
they returned to Westerose country where they 
lived until Joe retired and moved to Wetaskiwin. 

When Mary Ann left school she took a job at 
Lacombe hospital and soon met up with Red 
Rice. They were married on September 1, 1956 at 
Westerose Church. They lived a few months at 
Lacombe, then moved to Sundre where they 
resided for 10 years. Red worked for Hudson's 
Bay and Canadian Superior. 

Red and Mary Ann have three daughters — 
Debbie Ann, born July 17, 1957 at Lacombe, Don- 
na Marie, born April 21, 1959 at Olds, and Diana 
Charlene, born June 9, 1963 at Olds, 

In 1966 the Rices moved to Eckvilie. Red went 
to work as a battery operator for Brinkerhotf, 
who sold out later that year to Sun Oil Co. Red is 
still with Sun Oil, Mary Ann worked a few years 
at a local grocery, first called Sestrap and Co., 
then Ferguson Foods. She is now employed as 
casual help at the Post Office. 

On July 26, 1975 Debbie married Les Johnson, 
youngest son of Bill Johnson and the late Elsie 
Johnson (nee Heitiela) formerly of Eckville; 
now retired at Sylvan Lake. Deb and Les live at 
Rocky Mountain House where Les is employed 
by Delta Controls. On August 28, 1977 they 
became the happy parents of a daughter, Marsie 
Ann. 

Donna is currently working at the Red Deer 
Golf and Country Club and sharing an apartment 
in Red Deer with Linda Armeneau, 

Diana is still at home and a Grade 9 student at 
Eckville Junior High. 


JOHN AND VIRGINIA SAFRONOVICH — by 
‘Virginia Safronovich 

John Safronovich of Buck Creek, Alberta and 
Virginla Psikla were married in Red Deer, 
Alberta, on July 23, 1959. Virginia graduated 
from Eckville High School and was a bookeeper 
in the Eckville Co-op before her marriage. John 
was employed in the oll fields as a derrick man. 

After their four-day wedding celebration at 
the Psikla farm, (which is tradional of Ukranian- 
Czechoslovakian families) the young couple 
went to live in a rented apartment in Olds. In 
August — a great surprise! John won a trip for 
two to Hawall. Since they had not had a honey- 
moon, this was it! 

‘They purchased a house trailer and traveled 
to several places, following the rigs in Central, 
Southern and Northern Alberta, Randy was born 
{n Olds in 1960, and Deborah was born in Eckville 
in 1961. By this time John was a driller, and 
every now and then the pink traller would be 
parked in the Psikla yard, as the rig moved in 
and out of the area. In 1962, John was involved in 
a serious car accident near Gilby on his way 








home from work. This accident kept him off the 
job for three months. 

By this time the couple were tired of all the 
moving, and were eager to farm. After several 
tries to borrow money from government agen- 
cies, they found it was "no go”. Finally, on 
November 12, 1963, they purchased the Clucas 
farm, which was one quarter of land. This took 
all their savings and a loan from the Eckville 
Credit Union. In the spring of 1965, the quarter 
was sold, making a few more dollars. Through 
savings ‘and another loan from the Eckville 
Credit Union the Clarence Lutz property, W 26- 
38-3 W5, was purchased. The home quarter was 
originally owned by Mrs, Junnila and the other 
by Mr. Gunnar Forsell. This was a big change for 
the whole family, as they had been used to living 
in an 8 by 35-foot trailer for seven years. At that 
time the house seemed very large! 

John continued working for Cactus Drilling, 
as a tool push. By 1968, he started his own truck: 
Ing company — Whattley Trucking Ltd, He 
bought a full line of farm machinery. Working on 
the ‘rig and farming proved to be quite a 
challenge. Virginia started driving the tractor, 
Nelghbours knew when she did it all right — 
there was the top of one hill that was never done! 
One year, at combining time, John was sent to 
the United States border for two weeks. 
Everyone was wondering how ripe we wanted 
the crop to get before harvesting it. Well, we did 
get the crop in the bin that year, also some fast 
hole in Coutts, Alberta! 

‘One day Willis McGonigal, who was elevator 
agent in Eckville, phoned to tell John that his 
grain had been accepted for malt, and could he 
please hurry and haul three carloads right away 
Well, John, always being in a hurry, was in the 
midst of building a truck box. The end gate was 
to be finished. He sawed the top of the end gate 
for the hole, instead of the bottom. There were 
some fancy words, when he went to put it on the 











John and Virginia Safronovich, with cidren Randy, Debbie and 
cary 
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box. There was quite some laughing going on by 
the time he had finished hauling the three 
carloads of barley, with the hole in the top of the 
end gate in the truck box. 

‘They farmed for five years, and then John 
sold his machinery and rented the land to Ralph 
‘Tatlock, who is still farming it today. In the spr- 
ing of 1973, the big hip-roofed barn, which was a 
Junnila landmark, was torn down and burned, 
being replaced by’a large steel quonset. 

Gary was born on August 29, 1973 — areal joy 
to the whole family. 

‘John became interested in flying. He obtained 
his private pilot’s license in January 1974 and in 
February, with his instructor, flew a single 
engine plane to the Bahamas across the 600-mile 
Gulf of Mexico to Mexico and then home again. 
He became so involved with flying that he 
started Centralta Business Services Ltd. of 
Lacombe, in which he buys and sells aircraft. 
John is a’ member of the Lacombe Flying Club 
and also a member of the Benalto Elks. 

In July 1974, John promoted his first oil well. 
He formed, and was president of, Panther Oil 
Limited, of which friends and relatives held 
shares, Land was bought at Red Water, and in 
September our first well was spudded! There 
were anxious moments towards the end of the 
hole. Dry well. The land has since been sold, but 
there are a few of us around that had the thrill of 
drilling their first and last?? “oil well’. 

In the summer of 1976 we took on the project 
of building an 1800-square-foot addition to our 
home. The last of the Junnila house went up in 
flames in June, 1976, when the Eckville Fire 
Department came and burned it. With the old 
house out of the way, we proceeded to build on to 
the bungalow that Clarence and Irene Lutz had 
built in 1962. This house now became a one-and: 
one-half-storey building. we are getting it com- 
pleted in 1977. 

Virginia Keeps busy with bookkeeping for 
their companies. She also enjoys gardening, 
boating, swimming, "back seat” flying, and also 
belongs to the Catholic Women’s League. 

Randy, a student at Eckville High School, en: 
joys snow and water skiing, riding horses, 
basketball, volleyball, swimming, hunting and 
fishing. He is also learning to be a pilot. 

Debbie, who was in Grade 9 in 1977, enjoys 
both water and snow skiing, flying with dad, 
riding horses, curling, volleyball, basketball and 
swimming, 

‘Through the years the family has been in- 
volved in Boy Scouts, hockey, figure skating, 
music lessons, swimming, 4-H clubs and Catholic 
youth groups. 

‘There are two old landmarks of the Junnila 
property, which are an old ice house and a sauna. 


ELLA ROSELEA MOTTUS SALSAULER 

Ella Roselea Mottus married Arthur Dahl in 
1936 at Sylvan Lake. They farmed north of 
Withrow until 1946, when Arthur’s poor health 











forced him to give up the hard work on the farm, 
‘They then moved to Eckville, where Ella was 
employed at the Co-op lunch counter and Arthur 
worked as a part-time ice-maker at the arena. 
Arthur passed away In 1955, 

In 1963 Ella married Eugene Salsauler and 
operated a restaurant in Eckville until 1967, 
when they moved to Lacombe. In 1974 they 
bought an orchard in Abbotsford, B.C., but soon 
moved back to Eckville, where they now reside 
in the new home which they built for themselves, 
There were no children from elther of these un- 
fons. 


SAMBROOKE, ARNOLD E. AND HAZEL — by 
Hazel Sambrooke 

‘Mother nature taught Arnold a lot before his 
formal education started at the age of seven at 
the Estonian School. His love for the tall timber 
has ever been present, for he learned to fish and 
track wildlife very early in his life, Depending 
upon the weather, Arnold waiked, rode 
horseback or skied ‘to school, joined by the 
families of Mike Dvornik and Gust Mottus. 

Learning to use a trowel in his early teens, he 
helped his father (Arnold Sr., better known as 
Dick) build chimneys and was put to plastering 
small closets. Little did he realize then, that he 
Would live with his own work later in life when he 
plastered the Mike Sestrap farm home, our home 
today (SE 14-3-39-W5). 

On November 24, 1941, Arnold married Hazel 
A, Jamieson, daughter of Harvey and Margaret 
Jamieson of Sylvan Lake, and we made Eckville 
our first home. Arnold operated a mobile seed 
cleaner. 

I came to Eckville in the spring of 1939 first to 
help Irene and Lance Rowat, owners of the 
Barber Shop and Pool Hall, to operate “Jiffy 
Lunch”. Later I joined the staff of the Alex 
Ferris General Store, and worked here until our 
marriage. I was employed afterward by the 
Eckville Bakery, which was owned and operated 
by E. Jackson, until Arnold joined the Armour- 
ment section of the R.C.A.F. (1942-1945), during 
which time we lived at Ladner and Coal Har- 
bour. Upon discharge from the R.C.A.F. at Ab- 
bottsford, B.C., we returned to Syivan Lake and 
picked up the trowel again. Many of the homes in 
Central Alberta were plastered or stuccoed by 
the Sambrookes, Harlan Sambrooke, a cousin, 
had learned the trade and joined Arnold and 
Dick. 

In 1953 we purehased the old home quarter 
from Arnold's father SW 26-40-3-W5. Arnold 
worked part-time for the County of Lacombe 
repair crew. While in the Gilby area we were ac- 
tive members of the Gilby Sunday School and 
Hall Board. Ten years later we sold our holdings 
in the area to Walter Kalev and purchased land 
two miles east of the town of Eckville from Mr. 
Scotty Glover. The farm Is better known as the 
Mike Sestrap farm, 

We had four children. Nora May, was born in 














1944. She started her schooling at the Estonian 
School and was later bused to Eckville, She was 
crowned Queen of Hearts at the Eckville High 
School in 1962, and was the valedictorian of her 
graduating class. She later went on to study for 
her B.A. degree and in 1967 she married Floyd 
Schamber, a son of Ben and Urma Schamber of 
Sylvan Lake. They have made their home in 
Rocky Mountain House. Nora is teaching school 
and Floyd is with the Alberta Forestry Service, 

Gerald Arnold, was born in 1948, He com: 
pleted his schooling in Eckville and then went on 
to NAIT, training to become a forest ranger. He 
has been working in the Crowsnest Forest and 
Grande Prairie Forest Reserves. In 1975 he 
married Lorraine Warkentin, a daughter of John 
and Anne Warkentin of Debolt, Alberta. 

Lorne Bruce, born in 1953, completed high 
school in Eckville and then ‘became a grain 
buyer. In 1972 he married Donna Irwin, a 
daughter of Ed and Clara Irwin of Rimbey. They 
now have a daughter, Tracy Lee, and are living 
at Lougheed, Alberta. 

Evelyn Patricia, was born in 1960. She started 
her education in the Eckville Schools and com- 
pleted school at Lacombe Composite High 
School. She is very active in the community in 
C.G.LT., 4-H Club work and junior leadership ac- 
tivities. 

Amold was the custodian of the Eckville 
Elementary School for several years after he 
stopped driving the Express Bus run to 
Lacombe. At present he is semi-retired and is 
living on the farm, 


OLE SCHEY FAMILY — by R. A. Schey 

Ole Schey came from Steinkjoer, Norway in 
1912 on the liner Olympic, a sister’ ship of the 
‘Titanic. He arrived in North Dakota, U.S.A. and 
worked his way west over a period of years, 
finally arriving in Butte, Montana, It was there 
that he met Mildred Olson, of Eckville and they 
were married in 1918, 

‘They arrived in Eckville on September 12, 
1919. Mr. Schey bought a quarter of land two 
miles south of Eckville (it Is now the east quarter 
of the late Simon Waisanen farm), the SE-9-39-3 
W5. He farmed this and also Mr. James Olson’s 
land until 1946, when the land was sold to Simon 
Waisanen and Joe Rasmussen. They then moved 
to Calgary where Mr. Schey went back to his 
original occupation of painting and decorating, 
which he continued to do almost to the time of his 
death in 1970, 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Schey had six children: Pearl, 
Ray, Gloria, Gordon, Joyce and Terry. Ail live in 
Calgary with the exception of Gloria, who lives 
at Forestburg. 

Mrs. Ole Schey still resides at 508-8th Street, 
South West Calgary. 

SCHOFER, ALBERT AND MARIA 

Albert Schofer left Eatonla, Saskatchewan 
during the latter part of the depression to seek 
employment in the Eckville district in 1937. 
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For six years he worked for different farmers 
in the area. In 1943 he married the former Maria 
Razzolini of the Bluebell School district. 

In 1944 he was employed by the Eckville Co-op 
and worked there until 1950: In 1951 he started his 
own business and continued in business as Abe’s 
Super Service for 22 years. 

Tn the years he lived in Eckville he served on 
the town council, as well as mayor, director of 
the Eckville Co-op, one of the founding members 
of the Eckville and District Savings and Credit, 
Union, also as supervisor in the Credit Union 
Board and many recreation boards. 

Three children were born to them. Gaylord 
married Sylvia Greenwood of the Evergreen dis. 
triet. They have two children, Chelsey and Ryan. 
They reside in the Eckville district. 

‘Tim married Fay Wilson of the Clive distri 
and they live in Ponoka, 

‘Tina Marie has gone into psychiatric training 
in Edmonton. 

Albert and Maria are now retired and live in 
Creston, B.C. 
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SELVAIS, JULES 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Jules Selvais came to Canada 
from Belgium in January, 1920. They first 
stopped at Morinville, then’ arrived at Kootuk 
late in the spring. Mr. Selvais was able to secure 
employment with the C.P.R. for that summer 
and the next one. They returned to Belgium in 
November of 1921. 

However, Mr. and Mrs. Selvais and their 
daughter, Marie Louise, came back to Canada in 
April, 1926. This time they located at Elspeth, 
where Mr. Selvais purchased some land, and 
again worked for the C.P.R. He was a 
blacksmith by trade, so, when he learned that 
Mr. MeHattie in Eckville had his blacksmith 
shop for sale, Mr. Selvais sold his land at Elspeth 
and bought the shop. He operated the blacksmith 








Marie Louise Morrisette (Seles, husband Frank, first baby, 
suzanne, Roger, Jules, and Mrs. Selvie. Christmas, 1988 





shop in Eckville for 12 years. In 1940 he sold his 
business in Eckville and bought another shop in 
Lacombe. The Selvais, with thelr children, 
Marie Louise and Roger, then moved to 
Lacombe. 

Mr. Selvais passed away in 1968, and the shop 
was then taken over by his son, Roger, who con- 
tinues to operate it at the present time. Roger 
had taken a course at a vocational school in 
Calgary, which helped him in carrying on the 
business. He and his wife, Doreen, have three 
children. 

Marle Louise joined the armed forces and 
was overseas from 1942 until 1944. Following her 
return she married Frank Morissette, and they 
have made their home in Vancouver since then. 
They have a family of seven children. 

Mrs. Selvais continues to live in Lacombe. 








SESTRAP, MIKE — by Audrey Jobs 

Mike Sestrap arrived in Canada from 
Rakvere, Estonia, along with his two brothers, 
‘Mart and Gust, on January 21, 1905. He worked 
on the Calgary-Banff railroad for a while to gain 
enough capital, and then started a homestead at 
Gilby, N.E.%4 $0-40-3-W5 

In Estonia, Mike rejected the idea of becom: 
ing a priest and turned his attention to talloring. 
He became a master tallor at a very early age, 
He brought his sewing machine and iron with 
him to Canda, but they have since been lost. 














Fanny and Mike Sestap, Uno Krntla and Evie Sstrap, 1914 








Mike and Gust started building the Gilby 
Store in 1907, using timber they cut and had 
made into lumber at Maasep’s Mill (Marsep's) 
which incidentally, was powered by a water: 
wheel. By 1909 the’store was in operation, Dur- 
ing this time supplies were obtained from 
Lacombe, a two or three day trip by oxen. Mike 
bought out Gust’s share in the store after a few 
years, then ran the business himself. Gust and 
his wife, Jenny, then moved to Moorcroft, 
Wyoming where they resided until his passing in 
1975. Jenny had passed on in 1951 or 1952. 

Fanny Krintila (nee Kangas — 1889-1919) 
was a widow with one son, Uno, (1910-1972) at the 
time she came from Massachusetts, U.S.A. to 
visit her sister, Mrs. John Heikkinen. She went to 
Keep house for Mike at Gilby and later married 
him in 1912. Fanny and Mike had four children 
besides Uno, these being Elvie, Arvo, George 
and Ray. In 1918 Mike sold the Gilby Store and 
Post Office to Shorrocks, and moved to Eckville, 
buying a store from Mr. Eckhart. During this 
time Mike had also helped to build the telephone 
lines between Eckville and Gilby 

In the spring of 1919 Fanny died, a victim of 
the flu epidemic, leaving Mike with five young 
children. For a period of time the children were 
‘farmed out” until Mike could get a housekeeper 
in to look after them. The first housekeeper was 
a Mrs, Herring, foliowed by Mrs. Banton, an 
elderly lady. Mrs. Fred Pattison also looked 
after the family during a two-month leave of 
absence taken by Mrs. Banton to tend a sick 
relative in Winnipeg. Mrs. Pattison relates that 
Mike was a very quiet man — very seldom offer- 
ing any conversation. Anything required from 
the store was promptly sent home, with one ex- 
ception. She wanted to make the children some 
gingerbeer and ordered the ginger and lemons 
Several times but it never arrived. Mike was 
strictly opposed to liquor and thought gingerbeer 
must be some kind of Beer — thus the necessary 
requirements for the beverage never arrived, 
Mrs. Pattison also recounted a time when Uno, 
whose chore it was to haul water into the house, 
was being very sloppy, not knowing his step- 
father was following him into the house. Mike 
reprimanded him, and Uno tore off upstairs and 
jumped out of ‘a second storey window. 
Miraculously, he wasn’t seriously hurt. 




















‘Me. and Mes, Mike Setrp about 1922, 








In 1922 Mike caught wind of an eligible young 
woman coming out from Tartu, Estonia, to 
marry a friend of his. He couldn't pass up the op- 
portunity, so he discreetly enquired when the 
young lady was to arrive in Red Deer, and made 
Sure he arrived there first. Mike and Alma were 
married in 1922. Alma was a very astute woman, 
and Mike many times gave her credit for a good 
business head. They had their share of 
hardships, as did most families of that era, 

In 1923, one Saturday afternoon, there was a 
big ‘'do” at the local hall, when the towns-people 
discovered a fire on main street. The Atlas 
Lumber Company, Hiembecker residence, and 
the Sestrap Store were all in flames. Mike ran 
into the store and grabbed the first thing handy 
to save — the cash register — and ran into the 
street with It. The fire was a hard blow, but with 
the insurance money and al the salvage clothing 
and goods which Alma cleaned and sold, they 
raised enough to start another store in the empty 
Charlie Kasper building, farther up the street. In 
‘1928 another bad fire wiped out the East street of 
town. 

During this time Mike also helped to finance 
and build the Memorial Hall (now the Lion’s 
Hall). Mr. H. Jokinen (now deceased) was the 
head carpenter, and Dr. Asbury Somerville (now 
deceased) wired it. Electricity was supplied by 
the Delco Plants owned by various local 
residents, The Sestrap Delco Plant supplied the 
house and store with power. He also had one of 
the first cars in the district — a Model T Ford, 
followed by a Grey Dort 

‘Mike and Alma and children were well liked 
in the district — he was known as a good 
businessman. Many times, at Christmas, the 
customers would find a bag’of candy included in 
their purchases. In 1939 Mike sold the store to 
Abousaffy and Ferris, and bought a store in 
Bowden, which Uno and Ray managed with oc- 
casional visits by Mike. By 1944 Mike was back in 

, once more in the store until he sold 
to Mr. Jenkins in 1949, Back in 
harness after a couple of years, Mike had Uno 
Tun the grocery store and the dry goods section 
was leased to Mr. Melvor. 

Alma passed away in 1956 and Mike followed 
her in 1958. Uno and his son Ken then bought the 
Sestrap and Company Store and operated it until 
it was sold to “Tiny” Ferguson in 1971. 

The following poem (incomplete) was com- 
posed by Mr. J. T. Marshall, about three 
pioneers of Eckville — Mike Sestrap, J. M. 
‘McDonald and Mr. MacIntosh: 











There is a place called Eckville; 
which is a great town, 

Because of three gentlemen, 
Of established renown, 

‘They were Mike, Mac and McIntosh, 
Atrio hard to beat 

And these three gentlemen are noted 
For holding down the street. 
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Now if you chance to Eckville come 
You'll surely meet this clan, 

With a smile upon their countenance 
‘That would jar a healthy man. 

‘They would giadly take you by the hand 
‘And waltz you all around, 

And tell you all the secrets 
‘About our little town, 

And if at night you chance to wake 
‘To noise upon the street, 

You'll know it's these famous gentlemen 
‘That’s holding down the street. 

(Used with permission) 


‘THE FAMILY OF MIKE SESTRAP — by Aud- 
rey Jobs 

‘Mike and Fanny's son, Uno Krintila, was born 
in Pittsburg, Penn. in 1910, coming north with his 
mother as a toddler. He helped Mike in the store 
from the age of elght and was in the store busi- 
ness for the rest of his life. He operated a store 
at Rycroft, Benalto, Bowden and Eckville 
‘Maude and’ Uno were married in 1933 and had 
one son, Ken, who is married and at present 
working as manager of a store in Gibsons, B.C. 
Uno was very enthusiastic about sports, es- 
pecially hockey, and will be long remembered 
for his participation with the youth. He died in 
1972, Maude is retired at Gibsons, B.C. 

Elvie (born in 1913) took all her schooling in 
Eckville from Mr. Ludwig and Miss Thompson, 
then furthered her education in the U. of A., Ed 
‘monton, for a B.A. in Languages. She married 
Clifford Vertine in 1947 and is presently retired in 
Vietoria, B.C. 

Arvo, (born in 1914) took his schooling in 
Eckville. He is now in Terrace, B.C. with his 
wife, Marjorie, whom he married in 1939. Their 
two children are Sharon and Jan. Arvo now has a 
charter operation 40 miles down channel from 
Kitimat. 

George, born in 1916, also took schooling in 
Eckville. He helped in the store until 1940, then 
married Lydla Kraft in 1941 and they lived on the 
family farm three miles east of Eckville until 
1945. Then he went to work for Geoprosco. Due to 
ill health he quit oil work in 1960 and then, in 1962, 
he and Lydia started Sestrap’s Cafe, which they 
operated until 1974. From 1971 to 1974 they also 
operated the pool hall. In 1974 they sold their 
businesses and retired to Penhold. Their three 
children are: Ronald, Audrey and Cindy. 

Ray (born in 1918) was also in the store with 
‘Mike, Uno and George. He helped Uno in Benalto 
and Bowden, as well. In 190 he married Myrel 
Lewis and they have two daughters, Sandra and 
Deborah. He bought the farm by the creamery in 
1947, and worked for Larry Knudson in the ga- 
rage until he sold the farm to Mrs. John Arm- 
strong in 1951. He is now retired and living in 
Clearbrook, B.C. 








SETTERS, JAMES AND PAT — by J. Pat 
Setters 

Jim was born and raised at Mirror, Alberta. 
He came to Eckville in 1945 at the end of World 
War Two. He had served overseas for four years 
in the army (RCEME). He met Russ Eastman 
while overseas and came to visit him, deciding to 
stay and work for him. Russ was the Inter- 
national Harvester dealer then. Jim also worked 
for Jake Busslinger. In the fall of 1946, he bought 
a welding shop from Dick Tooley. 

‘We were married in 1947. I'am the second 
daughter of Jim and Helen Brown who farmed in 
the Diamond Valley district. We attended Gaetz 

School. 

‘We sold the welding shop in the winter of 1947 
to Russ Aubrey. In the spring of 1949, Jim bought 
his first gravel truck, hauling gravel in the 
summer and cattle, grain and lumber in the 
winter. He hauled limber from many camps in 
the Rocky Mountain House area, 

In 1957, we moved to Red Deer, still in the 
trucking business. 

We formed a Limited Company in 1973, 
operating under the name of J. T. Setters and 
Sons Construction Limited. We also moved to an 
acreage on Highway 2A, north toward 
Blackfalds. 

‘We have three children. Janice was born at 
“ckville. She married Dick Gehrke, the son of 
Orville and Ruth Gehrke, of the Burnt Lake dis: 
trict. They went to Davenport, Towa, U.S.A. 
where Dick attended the Palmer School of 
Chiropractic. Upon their return to Red Deer, 
Dick practiced with Dr. Whitney. He soon set up 
his own clinic in Rocky Mountain House (Dr. R. 
J. Gehrke DC). They moved to Rocky in 1973, 
They have two children, Tanis Jill and Tyson 
John, 

Byron was born at Eckville. He married 
Melinda Staples, daughter of Dr. J. C. and Mrs, 
Staples, formerly of Red Deer and now of Rich: 
mond, 'B.C. Byron is part owner and helps 
manage our company. 

Wilson was born at Red Deer and is still at 
home. He operates one of the machines in our 
business, 














SHANKS, JOHN 

‘Mr. John Thomson Shanks were born Dec. 11, 
1887, in Scotland, one of a very large family, 
raised on a farm, worked in a store for five years 
but wished to be a farmer some day. He left 
Scotland in the fall of 1912 with a ticket bought 
for Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, to settle on a 
homestead, free land, as was advertised at that 
time. He spent the first winter in Edmonton haul- 
ing coal with sleigh and team of horses. He met a 
gentleman who had his family living in the 
Mayerthorpe area where there was land still to 
be homesteaded, so thus he lived in the 
Mayerthorpe district. Next winter was spent at a 
logging camp near Athabaska. The following 
winter was spent on the homestead in a log cabin 














with sod roof which he had built. Groceries were 
hauled for 20 miles. 

‘The spring of 1914, he went to the prairies, 
Vulean area and worked for a farmer for five 
years. Then back to the homestead to clear land 
by hand and build a two roomed cabin. 

In the fall of 1920, he went to Scotland where 
he married Isabella Murray. She was born in 
Scotland February 13, 1892. She was a 
housekeeper. They were married on January 26, 
1921, and spent their honeymoon in Scotland 
visiting relatives and friends and arrived in 
Mayerthorpe April 1, 1921, after travelling by 
ship for seven days across the Atlantic to Halifax 
then three days and three nights by train to 
Saskatchewan They spent a week visiting, then 
went on to Edmonton and Sangudo as far as the 
train went. The last 20 miles by horses and buggy 
with their belongings in three trunks. The 
mailman and his wife brought them to 
‘Mayerthorpe. 





Mr, and Ms. J. Shanks - 1935 


My father milked cows, shipped cream and 
cleared land by hand to start farming, May 1923, 
daughter Janet was born. Mail, groceries and 
supplies were brought by train since the railway 
had been built. My father farmed in the 
Mayerthorpe district until 1954 when he sold his 
land and retired to Eckville 

Mr. and Mrs. Shanks bought a house and lot 
from Mr. Bill Thomas father of Clare Thomas. 
‘Mr. Shanks died September 12, 1960 and is buried 
in Eckville Cemetery. Mrs. Shanks died May 9, 
1967 and is also buried in Eckville Cemetery 

My father read a lot and was interested in 
community affairs. He was a member of the 
Alberta Wheat Pool, and the church board, as 
well as a member of the school board for a few 
ears, My mother was a member of the church 
ladies’ aid. 








HENRY AND MYRTLE SMITH AND FAMILY 
— by Edith Smith Russell 
Henry W. Smith was raised on an Iowa corn 





farm. He married Lela Myrtle Howard in 1903, 
then, in 1908, he took his town-bred wife and 
three-year-old daughter Edith, to a homestead 
section in Dandhills near Whitman, Nebraska. 
Here Howard was born in 1911 and Alice in 1913 








While harvesting in the Dakotas Father 
caught the “Canada Fever”, with the result that 
the homestead was sold early in 1914. In June he 
landed in Red Deer with an immigrant car 
loaded with our household effects, a cow, two 
dogs, two saddle horses and three mares’ with 
foals. (Most of the horses later died from swamp 
fever.) The family followed by rail via St. Paul, a 
weary journey for a mother with three small 
children. Father rented a house and then started 
looking for land. He finally decided to rent for a 
year, however. 

In August the family moved to the Jack Kult 
place north of Pitcox, now Hespero. The trip 
from Red Deer took three days with the 
household goods loaded on a hayrack, The cow 
and some of the horses were strung out behind 
with me (Edith) herding them on horseback, The 
first night was spent at Bill Prevo's, east of 
Sylvan Lake, the second at Wright’s, near the 
Eckville corner. What I remember most was 
mosquitoes, thirst, and bubbles rising on the 
muskeg as we jolted over the corduroy. 

Our first home was a two-room moss-chinked 
log shack with a ladder to an attic, There was a 
cribbed open well with a bucket and a pulley: 
this was used as a fridge for cream cans until 
freeze-up. There was a privy without any seat, 
and a garden patch which my father manured 
and fenced with slabs. Everything but. the 
Potatoes froze the first’ year it was planted, 
‘There was some land in crop and I remember a 
threshing rig, pulled by oxen, coming that fall, 
‘Mr. Molander was one of the crew. ‘The grain 
was bound, stooked, and stacked before 
threshing, 

T recall also the welcome visit of a bachelor, 
‘Mr. Knorr, and his gift of a half-gallon sealer of 
wild strawberry jam. Another frequent visitor 
Was an illiterate young mother of three, to whom 
I read the funny papers sent by my grand 
mother. A Mrs. Taylor taught me to knit, and to 
love sunsets and northern lights. 

Lrode to Shady Lane School (which was later 
moved to Condor and used for a store room), 
‘Mrs. Sam Edgar was the teacher, followed by 
cultured Englishwoman, Mrs. Brown, whose 
homesteader husband looked after their four- 
year-old son during the week while she boarded 
at Hicks’. She taught me to waltz, sight-read 
music and to love watercolour painting, which 
has become a hobby of mine since my retire. 
ment. Other early teachers at the Old Eckville 
School were Miss Goodmundson, Miss Kinna, 
Mr. Ludwig, Miss Thompson, Miss Benedickson 
and Miss Paul in the town school. Alice and Hope 
also attended the Convent in Red Deer. We were 
all in High School in Red Deer at different times, 
Howard attended Olds School of Agriculture 
Prior to joining the U.S. Navy. Alice and I 
attended Camrose Normal School. Alice took 
degrees in music at Toronto Conservatory and in 
Peoria, Illinois, U.S.A. Belatedly, I received a 























degree in education trom the University of 
Alberta. So much for education. 

Back to 1914. The nearest store was run by the 
Macdonnell Brothers at Pitcox. For some 
reason, though, Eckville was our post office and 
many a trip I made on horseback, after school, 
for mail and a few groceries. Usually it was 
dark, and the coyotes were howling before I got 
home. There was no surveyed road, just a trail 
through suecessive uncleared farms. Struggling 
to open and close gates caused torn clothes and 
even tears. The gates with a loop and stick to 
lean against were O.K., but those that looped 
wire over the post were really tough. 

Five of us lived in that log house over two 
winters. We were joined during part of the se- 
cond winter by Russell and Rosie MeFaul, since 
Rosle’s first baby was expected and’ their 
homestead was quite isolated. 

Rabbits were abundant during the winter of 
1914-1915. Hundreds of them frollicked in the 
moonlight right near our house. In Nebraska a 
jackrabbit was fresh meat, but Alberta 
neighbors warned us not to eat the “snowshoes. 
However, we never lacked for meat. In addition 
to being a good butcher, my father was a good 
shot, prairie chickens were plentiful, and we 
‘went moose-hunting every year. 

We often went to the Christmas concert in the 
old Eckville hall, driving down the Horseguard 
ina grainbox on a bobsled. Though padded un- 
demeath with straw, and covered with quilts and 
horse blankets, it was still a drowsy cold trip, but 
the sleighbells kept us awake. 

During this time the Smiths attended many 
auction Sales, as discouraged oldtimers.un- 
loaded and went back “home”. In this way we 
were able to acquire implements, livestock and 
even boxes of books. These books were a snare 
when I was left to baby-sit Howard and Alice, 
and sometimes loaf and bake the bread in the old 
Majestic woodburning range. Once, deep in “Un- 
cle Tom's Cabin”, Tlet the fire go out. 

In 1916 a C.P.R. quarter adjoining Eckville 
was bought, a big granary built and fitted with 
bunks, and we lived in that while the new house 
was bullt by the Kopsala family. Paul Pykett, 
soninJaw of the Browns lived on the next 
quarter west, before the Bromlings and the 
Weeks, broke’ most of the quarter with a gang: 
plow and our horses. The land required no clear- 
ing — low birch shrubs were plowed under. He 
had to work around a couple of sloughs which, 
however, are now long since gone and are grow: 
ing grain. 

‘The new house, a two-story seven-room 
frame building finished inside with lathe and 
plaster, Towa-style, was completed none too 
soon, We moved into it just before the cold 
‘weather set in. A finely-mounted moose head and 
anew piano were much admired by visitors, but 
the old “His Master’s Voice” gramophone’ and 
pile of scratchy records were also an attraction, 
Being located conveniently near Eckville, hav- 

















ing a barn with vacant stalls, and my mother’s 
g00d cooking, kept the extra leaves in the table 
at all times. 

Hope was born in this house — a bit 
prematurely and without a doctor — on January 
18, 1918. Subsequently, Mother was in poor health 
and finally was hospitalized in Red Deer. This 
was one of the reasons for the auction sale which 
my father held in June. This was a black day for 
me, for [had to part with Foxy, the sorrel pony 
some people may remember as being the winner 
of many pony and free-for-all races at sports 
days in Eckville, Benalto, and Sylvan Lake. 

My parents and Grandmother Smith took an 
extended holiday to British Columbia, going 
down the coast by ship to Los Angeles. There, our 
first car, the old Overland, was bought and then 
driven to Iowa where a Mrs. Dirsten had, in the 
meantime, taken the young Smiths to their 
maternal grandmother's, 

During the flu year, I attended four different 
Towa schools, celebrated one false and then the 
real Armistice, and had the flu, along with my 
father, Hope and Alice. Howard and Mother es. 
caped ‘it completely. 

Tn the spring of 1919 the family moved to 
Wyoming where my father worked on the con- 
struction of the Lincoln Highway and I became 
an “easterner” in Rawlins High School. 

News that the house, occupied by the Weeks 
family, had burned triggered our return to 
Eckvilie. It was a memorable trip from Rawlins, 
via Yellowstone Park in August, We travelled in 
the Overland car, tenting at night, with an ex 
tended stopover ai Ladner, waiting for car parts. 
Through it all Mom, with a frying pan and 
dutchoven, fed us well. Service stations, roads, 
and camp facilities have changed a lot since 1920. 

We lived briefly above the garage in Eckville 
where my father was for a time in business with 
Fred Isaacson. We later moved back to the farm 
Into a small converted building. Father worked 
at the creamery (and made some of the prize 
winning butter), put up ice for the stores and for 
our own use with a team and flat bed, butchered 
beef for the stores, delivered gravel from the pit 
on leased C.P.R. pasture land, raised purebred 
hogs and luscious strawberries. (He gardened by 
the moon.) 

‘My mother’s specialties were pansy beds 
houseplants, and canaries. She also raised 
beligerent turkey toms, flocks of geese, and 
guinea fowl. The latter were a D.E.W. against 
coyotes, 

Eventually the home place was sold to Mr. 
Hopkins. Father continued farming for a time on 
the Talson place and on rented land near Gilby, 
with the family living again in a log house. A new 
venture here was a flock of sheep, but in the 
1930's the price of lamb and wool was very low. 
By then married, each of the Smith children 
received, not a wool quilt, but a mattress filled 
with approximately 40 pounds of carded wool, 
the joint work of our parents. 


























Farming was abandoned later on and the 
family lived in Red Deer while my father worked 
on C.P.R. bridge crews. After this we moved to 
Seattle where, during the War, he worked in the 
shipyards, and mother on the Bremerton Ferry. 
Hope and Alice (with the music degrees), 
Worked for Boeing. After a ten-year lapse 1 
resumed teaching, temporarily, and continued 
‘until 1969, 

‘The last Smith home was in Rumsey, where 
Alice’s husband had a general store. I was 
teaching in Stettler nearby. After a lengthy Il 
Iness my father died of leukemia, in the Stettler 
Hospital, in May, 1955, 

‘Mother lived in various places thereafter. She 
spent some time with Howard in Honolulu, He 
was a retired Lieut.-Commander, employed by 
an American Red Cross Unit attached to U.S. 
troops abroad and in California until his retire 
‘ment last year. She also lived with Hope (Mrs. F. 
E. McElroy) in Maryland and Seattle and with 
Alice (Mrs. Harold Ruskin) who recently retired 
from teaching, along with her husband, While 
visiting the latter in Fullbrook, California, 
‘Mother fell and broke her hip in 1961. She accom: 
panied my husband, Douglas Russell, and I back 
to Edmonton in 1962. She underwent surgery 
there but was in a wheelchair for the rest of her 
life. She spent several years at Rimoka Lodge in 
Ponoka. T was teaching at Ponoka Composite 
High School until we moved to Vietorla in 1971. In 
May of 1972 Mother suffered a stroke which left 
her speechless and partially paralyzed. She died 
In the Red Deer Nursing Home in January, 1973, 
at the age of 89 years, 








SMITH, THOMAS SR. AND ELIZABETH 

Thomas Smith and Elizabeth Mary Johnston 
were married in Scotland in 1908 and came to the 
Medicine Hat area of Alberta to homestead nine 
miles north of Irvine In 1910, Mrs. Smith's 
brother, James Johnston, came and took the ad- 
joining homestead, but was killed in action in 
France during World War I. 

Life on the prairie was a succession of 
hardships, with crop failures from drought or 
grasshoppers taking 11 out of 14 crops, The first 
winter was spent in a single-board frame shack, 
which was improved on slightly over the follow: 
ing years. The barn was made of sods. Wood had 
to be hauled from the Cypress Hills, so the main 
fuel in summer was dried cow chips gathered by 
the children. Mrs. Kemp, a neighbour, was the 
midwife at the birth of the six children — 
George, John, James, Thomas, William and 
Robert — all born on the homestead. The four 
oldest children all attended the Long Valley 
school, 

In December 1924 the family came to the Alex 
Staudinger farm, SW 22-38.2:W5, southeast of 
Benalto, which they rented for three years. The 
Peter Anderson and Arthur Caton familles came 
from Irvine to Benalto at the same time. The 
train bringing them and their possessions 




















arrived at Benalto carrying seven carloads of 
settlers’ effects and 15 children. One unusual oc- 
currence on the trip up here was the time the box 
car was opened for inspection at Calgary and 
their dog got out. Imagine thelr surprise, while 
sitting in the C.P.R. station at Red Deer, waiting 
for the train to Benalto, to have their dog walk in. 

It must have hung on some place under or on the 
coupling of the box car. The conductor sald, “T 
am going to make an exception; your dog can 
ride with you to Benalto.”” About 50 of the Smith’s 
horses were driven up from the prairie the 
following summer by Fred Cowan. Nine of the 
horses drowned in the swamp on the Staudinger 
farm as soon as they were turned out, and quite a 
few more didn’t survive the first winter. During 
these three years the children went to the Evarts 
school. 

Thomas Smith's mother, Margaret, lived 
with the family from 1925 until her death in 1947 
at the age of 91 years. She was buried in the 
Medicine Hat Cemetery, 

‘The next move was in 1927 to the former Gust 
Kalaputus farm, NW 28-38-2-W5, two miles east 
of Benalto, which they bought from Charlie 
Jenkins. They also bought Pt SE 33-38.2-W5 from 
Jullus Selvais, who moved to Eckville. Much of 
this land was covered by poplar trees which was 
cleared and broken the hard way — with grub 
hoe, axe and horses. The children went to school 
at Kuusamo, which then had two rooms, until 
1934, when the senfor room was closed and then 
Bill and Robert went to Eckville High School. 

‘Thomas Smith managed the Medicine Valley 
Livestock Association for a number of years. It 
had buyers at Sylvan Lake, Benalto, Eckville, 
Hespero and Rocky Mountain House, and 
handled cattle, sheep and hogs. He was’ cam- 
paign manager for Mr. Gaetz, U.F.A. in one elec. 
tion campaign and for A. J. Hooke in two elec. 
tions. Both Elizabeth and Tom were active in 
church and community affairs; she belng a 
member of the Ladies’ Aid and a director of the 
Benalto Agricultural Society. Tom was a 
Presbyterian Church Elder and for six years he 
was president of the Agricultural Society. Dur- 

















‘Thomas Smith (S.) ‘Mes. Elizabeth Smith, 




























ing the war years they were busy with Victory 
Bond drives and with Red Cross work. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Smith left to reside in the 
Eckville district in 1950 they sold their land to 
thelr eldest son, George and his wife, Edna. 
Edna was born and raised in the Carbon district, 
southeast of Three Hills. She has lived nearly 34 
years on Grandpa and Grandma’s home place, 
{wo and one half miles east of Benalto, and was 
their first daughter-in-law. George and Edna 
raised two children, Patricia and David, and 
both attended public school at Benalto. In the fall 
of 1977 their daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Meyers and baby son came to live 
on the 60-acre parcel of land at Elspeth, Pt. SE 
33-38.3-W5. She has worked for many years at the 
Imperial Bank of Commerce in Eckville, and he 
does carpenter work, and is a sub-contractor. In 
1967 the Hudson's Bay Oi] and Gas Company Ltd. 
‘bought from the Smith a small parcel of land off 
Pt SE 33-38-3-W5, along the C.N.R. right-of-way. 
It is called the Elspeth Propane Terminal. 

Four of the Senior Smith sons farm in the 
Eckville area, 

James and wife Elsie have four sons and one 
daughter — Fred, Stephen, Ralph, Gordon and 
Linda, 

‘Thomas Jr. and wife Janet have two sons and 
two daughters — Ronald, Murray, Isabel and 
Edith. 

William and wife Jean have four daughters — 
Beth, Sharon, Mary, and Beverly 

Robert and wife’ Kay have four sons and a 
daughter — Gary, Dale, Philip, Jim and Kathy. 

John and his wife Marlene live on Salt Spring 
Island, B.C. They have three sons and a daughter 
— Kenneth, John, Bradley and Becky. 

In the ‘spring of 1947 Thomas Sr. and 
Elizabeth left their farm east of Benalto to live 
with their son Robert on the Sproski farm in the 
Eckville district, later moving to their town 
home on 54th Street (later sold to Lionel 
Ramstead, who presently occuples this proper- 
ty) 

‘Mrs. Smith died on November 3, 1955 at the 
age of 69 years. Mr. Smith continued to live in his 
own home in Eckville for a few years, then sold 
his home and lived with various members of the 
family until eventually going into the West Park 
Nursing Home in Red Deer. He passed away on 
November 3, 1976 at the age of 94 years. Both 
‘Tom and Elizabeth are buried in the Eckville 
Cemetery. 








SMITH, JOHN J. AND MARLENE 

We Smith boys all started out on our own in 
1931 when the quarter section Just across the 
road from Elson’s farm was bought. In 1938 
George Christie's place was bought, and this 
became the home place for Smith Bros. of which 
Twas a member. 

In 1946 in October, the Smith Bros. 
partnership was dissolved. Each one went his 
own way, but I got George Christie's old place as 


















‘Smith Benthers - Tom, John, Georg, Jim, Robert and Bil, 


my share. I lived there until I sold it to August 
Lilvam in the fall of 1959. I continued living there 
until my auction sale in April 1960, at which time 
I moved to Eckville. 

In Eckville I had a share in building the first 
Kingdom Hall, which was completed in 1961. In 
1962 I married Marlene Hayhurst and we have 
four children, three boys and a girl. We built a 
house in Eckville next to the Kingdom Hall in 
1969. In August of 1973 we sold our home in 
Eckville to Jim Bass and we moved to Salt 
Spring Island and bought a home on a one and 
three quarters acre plot, on which we now live, 

I became one of Jehovah's Witnesses in 1952 
and the presiding overseer of Jehovah's 
Witnesses in Eckville prior to moving from 
Eckville for 17 years, 


SMITH, ROBERT AND FAMILY 

Robert is the youngest of six sons born to Mr. 
and Mrs, Tom Smith in a homesteader’s shack in 
the Irvine district about 20 miles east of 
Medicine Hat. The house is still standing, and it 
is hard to imagine the hardships our parents 
must have endured, living in a house like that 
with a family of six. They endured 13 years on 
the homestead before moving north to the 
Benalto district in 1924, They rented a farm from 
Staudingers for three years and then bought a 
farm two miles east of Benalto. This was where T 
was brought up. 

Since I was only one and one-half years old 
when leaving Irvine, my first memories are of 
our home at Benalto, I went to school at 
Kuusamo through Grade 8 and then to Eckville 
High School. During all of my growing up years 
the depression was in full force. It was not un- 
common to see men riding the freight trains at 
Elspeth. A few came to our home for a meal, 
which they always got. We didn't have any 
money but we never went hungry, and my 
memories of childhood are happy ones. Before T 
finished school my older brothers had bought 
land north of Eckville belonging to Tony An- 
drelus. Jim and I still farm this place; 1977 being 
the dist crop harvested there. In 1938 we formed 
a partnership (George, John, James, Tom, Bill, 
and Robert) and from then on we did business 








under the name Smith Brothers. The same year 
we bought the Christle place west of Eckville 
where I lived until March 15, 1947, I had bought 
the Frank Sproski place in the summer of 1946 
and then worked in the mine at Nordegg during 
the winter of 1946-1947. Made big money, too — 
$1.01 per hour less board, and union dues. Icame 
home in March and moved to my own farm, NW 
32-39-3.W5, which is now known as “Standalane 
Farm”, with very little furniture, nine head of 
cattle and lots of debt. Father and Mother had 
sold the home place to George and Edna, so they 
came and lived with me until January 1950. Iwas 
married to Kay Hebner of Turtle Valley, B.C. on 
January 14, 1950. Kay was born in Chase, B.C. in 
1929. She had a brother and sister. Her brother 
Harry lives in Salmon Arm, B.C. and her sister, 
Pauline Anderson, lives in Rocky Mountain 
House. Kay took her schooling in Turtle Valley 
then worked at various jobs until we were 
married. Kay's father died in 1951 and her 
mother moved to the Eckville district in 1957. 
When we were first married we lived in the old 
log house built by the Moros; the original own- 
rs of this farm. We lived in {t for 11 years, dur- 
ing which time Garry, Dale, Philip, Kathy, and 
James were born. We bullt and moved into our 
present home in 1961, Everet Tarvis was our 
carpenter and Robert Ranger did the inside 
finishing work. 














Robert Smith Family. Garry, Kathy, Jim, Robert, Philip, Kay, 
and Dale. 


In 1956 we bought the SW 32-39-3-W5 from Otto 
Hiltala. Later we bought the Wayne Hiitala place 
and still own the SE 6-40-3-W5, and 80 acres of the 
SW 6-40-3-W5. Later we bought the NE 32-39-3.W5 
from Mrs. Frank Lingren and Garry now owns 
this quarter. In 1972 we bought the NW 3-41-3- 
W5, which we still own. Garry, our oldest son, 
was born October 26, 1950. He took his schooling 
In Eckville and two years at Olds School of 
Agriculture. He was always interested in farm. 
ing, and is now in the process of taking over the 
farm, 

Dale was born February 28, 1953. He also took 
his schooling in Eckville but wasn’t interested in 








farming. He took employment with Hunt 


Construction of Eckville, where he is presently 
employed. Dale was married to Val Jerden of 
Red Deer June 30, 1973. They have two sons, 
Jason and Robert. 





Four generations of the Smith family. Standing: Robert, Dale 
(holding'son Tason) and seated, Tom Smith Sr. 


Philip, our third son, was born July 18, 1957, 
took his schooling in Eckville and went on to Olds 
Agricultural School for two years. He then 
decided to take an apprenticeship course to 
become an electrician. He is presently living in 
Calgary. 

Kathy, our daughter, was born September 27, 
1958. She is presently in Grade 12 at the Eckville 
High School and plans to go to unlversity to 
become a home economics teacher. Kathy is in 
C.G.LT., and was president of the organization 
in 1976, 

Jim, our youngest son, was born September 
26, 1960. He is in Grade 12 at Eckville and intends 
to go to Olds Agricultural School for two years. If 
Jim comes back to the farm maybe ‘The 
Gaffer” (an English term for ‘The Boss") will 
be able to get a little more time for fishing, 
travelling, and other activities, 

Our four boys have all been in Cubs and 
Scouts and have enjoyed the camps and outings 
very much. Garry earned a trip to England in 
1965. Jim earned a trip to Sooke, B.C, in 1974 and 
to Norway in 1975. Garry has been a Scout leader 
in Eckville for seven years. 

‘The years have gone quickly with thelr share 
of rewards and setbacks. One of the most dif 
ficult things to accept {s the frequent hailstorms, 
Nineteen seventy-seven was the 3ist crop on our 
home place and in ten of those years we had hail, 
some very severe storms which took nearly ali 
our grain crops and even our hay was badly 
damaged. We have always kept a good-sized 
herd of cattle and in recent years we have been 






























buying feeder cattle and fattening them for 
market. In the bad hail years it is the cattle that 
pay the bills. 

‘One more thing I would like to mention is that 
we are part of a family that have worked and 
visited together all through the years. We have 
always got along well together and enjoyed a 
family reunion in July, 1977, with 63 of the family 
attending. I hope our family enjoy the same good 
fortune in the years ahead. 


SMITH, THOMAS AND JANET 

‘Tom was born on a farm at Irvine, Alberta, on 
June 1, 1917, the fourth son of Mr. and Mrs. 
‘Thomas Smith Sr. and started school at Long 
Valley, a small school on the prairie, The house 
‘Tom was born in still stands and is occupied 
mostly by pigeons. The old school is used as a 
grain bin for wheat. 

In 1924, the family moved to a farm rented 
from Alex Staudinger in the Benalto district, 
From there he went to school at Evarts by horse 
and cutter in the winter and saddle horse in the 
summer (without the saddle). Three years later 
father bought a farm two miles east of Benalto 
from Charlie Jenkins and from there he went to 
school at Kuusamo. It was on No. 11 Highway one 
mile east of the cemetery but is no longer there. 
Ena Woima taught grades one to six in the one 
room and the other room was seven to 10. He 
gave up on school when he got to be 17 and went 
farming with his brothers at Benalto and 

ckville. He worked out one spring for a 
neighbor and got $22 a month driving horses to 
put in the crop. 

He joined the army in November, 1941, and 
went to trade school at Hamilton for nine months 
and took mechanics. He graduated from trade 
school to get top wages of $1.75 per day, then 
‘went overseas with R.C.A.S.C. in March 1943 and 
served in England, Sicily, Italy, France, 
Holland, and Germany and came home in 
January’ 1946. 

‘The farm he now lives on was bought in 
partnership with his brother, Bill, while both 
were in the army. It is the $ 20.39-3°W5 and was 
formerly owned by Luther Finlay. We farmed 
with tractor and horses until we both were 
married, after that no more batching. 

‘On December 18, 1947, he married Janet 
Shanks, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Shanks, from Mayerthorpe, Alberta. Janet was 
born May 19, 1923 in a small two room homestead 
house two miles from Mayerthorpe. She went to 
a one-roomed school at Deer Lodge with one 
teacher, teaching Grades one to nine. Janet 
either walked or rode a horse to school two and a 
half miles every day. Then three years of high 
school in Mayerthorpe with one teacher 
teaching the three grades. She then went to Ed- 
monton for nurses’ training and graduated from 
Uof A.H. as an R.N. in 1947. She worked for one 
year at U. of A.H., then sometime in the Eckville 
Hospital in 1948, 














Janet was a member of C.G.I,T. for three 
years and joined the United Church at Padstow 
as a teenager. 

In the spring of 1948, we had a very heavy 
snow storm and Tom took Janet into work at the 
Eckville Hospital with a team and sleigh in early 
May. We started on the land on May 19 and 
seeded wheat May 24. That was the only good 
grade of wheat ever grown on this farm. In 1949, 
we were hailed out 100% and had no hail in- 


surance. 





Janet and Tom Smith with Isabel, Murray and Ronald, 1957 


‘Tom and Janet have two sons and two 
daughters. Ronald married Sharyl Stuart of Red 
Deer. They have one daughter Karen. Ronald is. 
aheavy duty mechanic and works for R. Angus & 
Co., and they live in Red Deer. Ronald went over 
to Derbyshire, England with a Scout Group to a 
Jamboree in 1965. Isabel has B. of Ed., taught 
fone year at Linden, Alta. then married A. 
‘Wyman who works for Hilton Hotels. They live 
in Berlin now, but have lived in Singapore and 
Manila. They have one daughter Christina, who 
has flown around the world before she was two 
years old. Murray has a dairy farm on ‘the 
former Ranner Maki farm, NE 30-39-3-W5. He 
married Pat Staniforth, daughter of Bill 
Staniforth of Evarts on ‘September 3, 197. 
Murray also farms with his father. Edith is at 
home and attends high school In Eckville. She 
works part time at the Eckville Manor House. 

‘Tom has been an elder in the Presbyterian 
Chureh in Eckville since 1958, He spent 30 years 
on the Church Board and was chairman of the 
bullding committee when the church was built. 
He served three years on the arena committee 
and is a member of the Eckville Legion. Janet 
has been a member of the Presbyterian Ladies’ 
Aid for over 25 years, two years president of the 
club and Scout Parent Group and taught Sunday 
School for 13 years and also helped with Ex- 
plorers for six years. 


SOMERVILLE, DR. ASBURY — by Mrs. 
Edythe Somerville 

Asbury Somerville was born in Hartney, 
‘Manitoba on September 6, 1896. He was the son of 
Reverend William and Fanny (Rankin) Somer- 























ville, He received his secondary education at St. 
John's High School in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
graduating from the matriculation course. He 
later attended the University of Manitoba, 
recelving his B.A. in 1917 and his M.D. in 1924, 

He was married to Edythe Lavina E. Wales, 
ot Portage la Prairie, Manitoba on January 1, 
1928. Their children are Mrs. E. E. Newhall and 
Mrs. D. F. Leslie. 

Following his graduation from the University 
of Manitoba Dr. Somerville came to Eckville 
where he engaged in private practice from 1924 
until 1931. He then attended the University of 
‘Toronto from which he received his degree in 
Public Health in 1932, He then returned to Red 
Deer, but, since there were no immediate open- 
nings in the field of public health, he carried on in 
private practice in Ponoka from 1932 until 1936. 

During the years from 1936 to 1942 he served 
as director of the Foothills Health Unit at High 
River, Alberta. From 192 until 1952 he was 
‘Assistant Deputy Minister of Health in Alberta, 
and Deputy Minister from 1952 until 1961. He also 
was chairman of Glenrose Hospital Board in 
Edmonton for a time, 

Dr. Somerville earned considerable recogni. 
tion in the field of public health. He was presi 
dent of the Alberta Public Health Association in 
1949, and president of the Canadian Public 
Heaith Association trom 1954 to 1955. He was 
chosen to direct an Alberta Health Survey con- 
ducted from 1948 to 1950. He was made a Senior 
Member of the Canadian Medical Association. 

In 1953 Dr. Somerville was awarded, along 
with his good friend, Morley Young, the Gorona- 
tion Medal. He was given this honor for having 
given the most to his profession during his years 
of service in the field of medicine. 

During the First World War Dr. Somerville 
Joined the Canadian Army and served with the 
First Machine Gun Battalion in France from 1916 
to 1919. Along with his practice of medicine at 
Eckville he also found time to serve as a trustee 
for the local schools for three years, and served 
in a similar capacity for three years while in 
High River. During his stay at High River he was, 
president of the Rotary Club and of the Knights 
of Pythias, each for one term. He was a member 
of the United Church, and was a non-active 
member of the Masonic Lodge. Photography was 
one of his recreational interests. He also served 
at one time as president of the Skyline Hikers of 
the Canadian Rockies. 

Dr. and Mrs. Somerville made their home in 
Edmonton for several years. Dr. Somerville 
passed away there on August 17, 1967, and his 
body was cremated. Mrs. Somerville still main- 
tains her home in Edmonton, although she en- 
joys travelling a great deal, and makes frequent 
trips to Toronto to visit her daughter living there, 
or to Vancouver, to visit her other daughter. She 
goes on various tours as well, to enjoy other 
areas of the country. 

















CECIL SPEIRS FAMILY 
Dr. Cecil Speirs came to Eckville in June, 
1951, after graduating from the Ontario 
Veterinary College at Guelph, Ontario. He set up 
Eckville’s first veterinary clinic and practise. In 
September, 1952 he married the former Betty 
Mackie, of Eckville, who taught at Calkins 
Valley, Benjamin and Bentley schools. They 
purchased the August Moro property as their 
first office and residence. This house was later 
moved three blocks into town, where Cecil set up 
the first traller court, in the summer of 1955. 

‘Two sons were born to them; Dale in No- 
vember, 1955 and Neil in August, 1957, The Speirs 
moved to Red Deer in July, 1963. Cecil is now 
operating a veterinary clinic there. 

Dale and Neil are both attending the Universi- 
ty of Alberta, Edmonton. Dale is studying hor- 
ticulture and Neil is studying agricultural 
engineering. 


SPITTAL, PHYLLIS URSULA AND BOYS 

Having been asked for something about 
ourselves to put in the history book, we shall put 
in a few words. 

‘Mother, my two boys Robert and Lloyd, and I 
came to Eckville August 4, 1962. Why did we 
come? Because we had been told Eckville had a 
good General Hospital and a good school, and 
having been assured that Bertha and Arvid 
Anderson would take us to our chureh (Full 
Gospel at Diamond Valley) — the one reason be- 
ing as important as the other. 

People say, ‘My family are the most impor- 
tant to me” — same here, but seeing they are, 
and I being the supporter, my job is and has been 
of uppermost importance. Therefore often things 
at home have to slide in order for me to have sut- 
ficient rest to be able to work. We have had our 
‘good days and our bad like everyone else. Being 
a midwife besides an R.N. and volunteering to be 
more or less on 24 hour call to help the Stork 
make a good arrival has been a joy — but there 
are drawbacks to that: a cake in the oven — 
bread rising — ask my good neighbour Lorraine 
Keegstra to pop over and take the cake out at 
such and such a time! The bread? Punch it down 
and hope for the best! 

One time Thad peas soaked and ready to plant 
— someone's dog or what came and took off with 
the peas and the can! While we were building our 
garage — Lloyd’s Small Engine Repair Shop’ 
(Mr. Harold Quantz was carpenter), in putting 
on the shingles I was called off the roof three 
times! Nevertheless each delivery has its own 
Joy. 

‘Mother returned to Ontario when Lloyd was 
10 years old and Robert about 12. Since then she 
has paid her sisters a visit in England, and 
several times she has been able to travel to 
British Columbia and stopped here for a year 
‘once. Mother will be 89 in March — and has just 
flown to Pender Island, B.C. to be with my sister 
Hilary. 














have enjoyed my life here at Eckville, but 
now I find T am slowing down. Therefore it is 
time to step out, allowing room for the younger 
person who has'a lively step and more modern 
knowledge of nursing today. I look forward to a 
partial retirement and having a three day work 
week, to retire August 7, 1979. 

Robert is in Calgary working for Stephens 
Medical and Surgical Company and has been 
there six years. Lloyd is home and has his repair 
shop; we hope business will pick up. 

Thave enjoyed my over 40 years of nursing 
and cannot imagine life without It; however I do 
have plans to keep myself active in retirement. 
Added by a hospital patient: 

‘Much more could have been said about our 
Nurse Spittal, but it wouldn’t be said by her, so 
‘we'll add a bit in appreciation. We remember the 
special care — the things no one else seemed to 
think of — the going beyond the regular line of 
duty to provide some creature comfort — the tru- 
ly sympathetic help. Then we remember her dry 
sense of humour and her ability in dramatics 
when the occasion arose at hospital parties or at 
entertainments. She really knew how to make us 
all laugh, remembering that ‘a merry heart 
doeth good like a medicine". Thank you, Ursula! 
AGNES GUSTAVSON SUNDBERG 

Following her marriage to Fred Sundberg 
they made their home in Seattle. They have 
three children — Allen, Gordon (who is now 
married), and Darlene. Fred passed away 
suddenly in March of 1961. Agnes still lives in 
Seattle with her daughter. 


TAKKINEN, JOHN — written by Fred Takkinen 
John Takkinen was born in Rovaniemi, 
Finland, in 1881. He immigrated to the United 
States in the early 1900's. There he worked as a 
miner and a fisherman, He met Linnea Ylinen in 
Butte, Montana. They were married in 1910 and 
were blessed with a son, Fred, on March 13, 1911. 

In 1912 John moved his family to Alberta, to 
homestead on the SW 19-40-6-W5 in the Taimi 
school district. Their daughter Nora was born on 
October 3, 1912 on the homestead. Another son, 
Harold, was born in 1918, He passed away in 1924 
and was buried in the Rocky Mountain House 
cemetery at the age of six years. Nora and T 
walked a mile to the Taimi school where we took 
all of our schooling. 

For years John worked hauling telephone 
poles and railway ties into Rocky Mountain 
House with a team of horses. He was very in- 
terested in Percheron horses and had a stud 
horse which he took with him all around the 
Rocky Mountain House, Leslieville and Eckville 
areas for many years. 

In 1928 the family moved to the Eckville dis. 
trict where they bought the NE 13-39-4-W’ from 
the C.P.R, I farmed there with my dad until 1935, 
when he passed away. I married Hilja Tolonen 
on August 5, 1935 and we were blessed with three 
children, Alice, Lawrence, and Karen. 
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We had mostly good luck farming, although 
the crops of 1943, 1949 and 1951 were hailed out. 
During the summer of 1951 the old house on the 
farm ‘was sold and moved Into the town of 
Eckville, where it is still being lived in. We then 
built a new modern home on the farm, where we 
lived until I sold the farm in 1969, We then retired 
to Eckville, to a new home which we had built 
there. My wife, Hilja, passed away on February 
U1, 1974 after 38 years of happily married life. 

Our children are all married now. Alice went 
to university to become a teacher and alter 
graduating moved to Acme to teach. There she 
married Jim Bates and they now live on a farm 
near Acme with thelr four children, Sherry, 
Joanne, Doug and Tana. 

Lawrence went to work for the C.P.R, in 
Calgary. He married Jean Vipond and they have 
two sons, Michael and Garth. Lawrence was 
transferred to Revelstoke, B.C., where they lived 
for many years. From there he went to Nelson 
for a short stay before moving back to 
Revelstoke. He now lives In Cranbrook, B.C. 
where he is still working for the C.P.R. 

Karen graduated from high school in Eckville 
in 1975, and then took a secretarial course in Red 
Deer. She married Dale Harrison and they are 
now both working and living in Red Deer. 

My sister Nora is married to Hans Moos of 
Eckville, They lived on a farm for most of their 
lives, but are now retired and living in the town 
of Eckville, 

Our mother, Linnea Maki, is living in the 
Eckville Manor, after living for many years at 
Sylvan Lake. She moved into the Manor House 
right after its opening, so that she could be close 
to her children and many grandchildren. 

Tam now enjoying my retirement by spen- 
ding my time fishing and hunting in the west 
country and playing crib with my friends. 


TERRY, THE LOWELL AND HELEN 
FAMILY—by Helen Terry 

Lowell Floyd Terry, eldest son of Floyd I. 
‘Terry and Lila Boice. Terry, was born near 
Virgelle, Montana, U.S.A. on December 18, 1914. 
Helen Margaret Terry, the only daughter of Guy 
Collins and Lois Seright Collins, was born on 
August 16, 1914 at the farm home of her parents 
near Montague, Montana. 

Both Lowell and Helen received their elemen- 
tary education in rural schools of Montana. 
Lowell attended high school In Big Sandy, Mon- 
tana, and Helen recelved her high school éduca- 
tion ‘at Geraldine, Montana, Based upon her 
standing as Salulatorian of her high school 
graduating class, Helen was awarded a one-year 
scholarship from the Greater University of Mon- 
tana, In addition, she was the recipient of a four. 
year scholarship awarded by the Montana 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. After four years 
spent at Montana State College, located in 
Bozeman, Helen was graduated with a B.Sc. 
degree in Secretarial Studies and a Secondary 

















School Teaching Certificate, in June of 1986, She 
then spent three years teaching business educa- 
tion in high schools in Montana. 

In the meantime Lowell had completed his 
schooling and had joined the Civilian Conserva- 
tion Corp, a government-sponsored work project 
designed to provide employment for young men 
during the depression years. Following this ex. 
perience he was employed as a construction 
‘worker on the Fort Peck Dam being built on the 
Missouri River near Glasgow, Montana. 

‘After thelr marriage on March 3, 1939 in 
Great Falls, Montana, Lowell and Helen lived 
and farmed in various areas of north-central 
Montana, and through the years they were 
blessed with five daughters and three sons. 

‘Their children received their education in 
various rural schools until the family settled in 
Big Sandy in 1951. Lucille, Joyce, Frances and 
Floyd all graduated from the Big Sandy High 
School, having the distinction of each one being 
made a member of the National Honor Society, 
(aprecedent set for them by thelr mother during 
her high school days). Lucille and Joyce both 
became teachers in Montana—Lucille receiving 
her University training at Montana State College 
and Northern Montana College, and Joyce 
receiving hers trom the Montana State Normal 
College at Dillon and the University of Montana 
at Missoula, 








“Taken in 1984. From left to right: Front row: Ruth Ann, Mrs. 
Helen Terry, Kenneth, Rober, Lowell Terry. Back row: oyee, 
Frances, Lucile, Floyd, 


Lucille was married in 1963 to Loyd Kuehne of 
Wolf Point, Montana, Loyd had graduated from 
Montana State College with a B.Sc. degree in 
Animal Industry in 1961. Lucille continued her 
teaching career untll they moved to Great Falls, 
where Loyd was employed by the 7-Up Bottling 
Company. They have a daughter, Rachel, born in 
1965. 

In 1965 Joyce was married to Maynard Brant, 
of Libby, Montana. Soon after thelr marriage 
they moved to Seattle, Washington, where 
Maynard was employed by Boeing Aircraft, and 
Joyce continued her work as a teacher, in the 
Kent and Renton schools near Seattle. They later 





returned to Montana where Joyce has continued 
her teaching career and Maynard is employed as 
an accountant by the Cal Gas Company in 
Kalispell. Their two children are Michael, born 
in 1967 and Michelle, born in 1969. 

After thelr children all reached school age 
Helen returned to the teaching profession, this 
time teaching on the elementary level. She 
attended summer courses at Northern Montana 
College at Havre, and on August 9, 1957 she was 
awarded a B.Sc. degree in Elementary Teacher 
Education, and received the Elementary School 
‘Advanced Teaching Certificate. 

‘The family was now beginning to think of a 
new location, and a land-seeking trip in August of 
1958 and another in 1959 resulted in their 
purchase of the NW 6-4-5-W5, in the Bingley area 
northwest of Leslieville. A short time later they 
were able to purchase three more adjoining 
quarters. 

Lowell had arrived in Alberta in February of 
1960 but Helen and the children were obliged to 
remain in Montana until Helen finished her year 
of teaching and the children had completed thelr 
school year. So it was that on June 1, 1960 the 
final ties were cut in Montana, for all but Lucille 
and Joyce, and Alberta became their new home. 
‘They brought with them many happy memories, 
as well as the memory of two tragic events in 
their early family life—the death of Joyce's twin 
sister, Janet, at the age of six and a half years, in 
public swimming pool in Lewistown, Montana, 
and the loss of their home and entire contents by 
fire on their farm north of Forest Grove, Mon- 
tana, in 1951. 

In 1959 Frances had been married to Paul 
Bogner of Fort Benton, Montana, and they im- 
migrated to Alberta at the same time and to the 
same area as the rest of the family. In 1969 the 
Bogner family moved to Nordegg, where Paul 
was employed as a guard at the Correctional 
Institute there, later being transferred to the 
Provincial Institute at Peace River. He is 
presently employed as a Corrections Ofticer Il at 
Peace River. Frances has been employed for a 
time as an attendant at the Autumn Lodge 
(Senior Citizen's Home) in Berwyn and since 
1974 has been a nursing attendant at the Hotel 
Dieu Hospital at Whitelaw, Alberta. They 
purchased a farm near Berwyn in August of 1973, 
where they make their home and carry on the 
farming operations “in thelr spare time”. They 
have seven children, the oldest of whom will 
graduate from a Peace River High School in the 
spring of 1978. His plans are then to enter the 
Military Academy in Kingston, Ontario. 

After Floyd’s graduation from high school in 
Big Sandy he was awarded a scholarship by the 
local Lutheran Church which enabled him to at- 
tend Concordia College in Moorehead, 
Minnesota, U.S.A. for one year. He was later 
employed ‘by the Canadian Imperial Bank at 
Camrose and at Claresholm. However, he 
decided that the indoor, sedentary nature of 





workers in a bank was not to his liking, so he 
resigned to work at more outdoor, active jobs, in- 
cluding farming, service station work and eiec- 
trleal work, before going to Montana to work in 
the lumbering Industry and then on a livestock 
ranch at Big Sandy. He is presently employed in 
alumber yard in Big Sandy, Montana, and does a 
‘good deal of trucking in connection with this 
operation. In 1966 he married Marlene Ames, 
daughter of Austin and Edna Ames of Rocky 
Mountain House. Their two children, Victoria 
and Frederick, are both attending school in Big 
Sandy. 

‘Of Lowell and Helen's other children, Ruth 
Ann and Kenneth graduated from the Rocky 
Mountain House High School and Robert 
graduated from the Camrose Composite High 
School. Ruth Ann and Robert both attended the 
Alberta Bible Institute In Camrose, from which 
Ruth Ann graduated in 1966 with a Ministerial 

loma, and Robert graduated in 1973 with a 
Bachelor of Theology degree. 

Kenneth took training In Auto Mechantes at 
SAIT in Calgary and was employed by Edwards 
Garage in Rocky Mountain House for some time 
before being lured to the oll industry. He worked 
his way up through the ranks, and has held the 
position of driller for the past several years. Dur- 
ing his employment on the oll rigs he has won 
many safety awards. He owns a farm northwest 
of Leslieville and on his days off carries on his 
farming and livestock operations, assisted by his 
wife, the former Waltareena’ Thompson of 
Leslieville. Their two children, James and 
Marie, both attend the Leslieville school. 

Robert accepted a pastorate at Biggar, 
Saskatchewan in August, 1973, and served as 
pastor of the Biggar Church of God for four years 
before resigning to further his education at the 
Anderson School of Theology, at Anderson, In- 
diana, U.S.A. He expects to receive hls Master of 
Theology degree in 1981. Robert was married on 
May 2, 1971, to the former Bonnle Mastrae of 
Drayton Valley. Bonnie recelved her R.N. 
degree from Archer Memorial Hospital at La- 
mont, Alberta, on August 3, 1972, being a 
member of the last class of nurses to graduate 
from this hospital. Bonnie and Robert have a 
son, Shawn, born October 4, 1973 and a daughter, 
Jody, born August 1, 1975. 

Following her graduation from Alberta Bible 
Institute Ruth Ann worked as a medical recep- 
tionist and secretary in Red Deer and later in 
Calgary before going to Ontario where she 
worked as a bookkeeper. On August 26, 1972 she 
was married to Ronald Paul of Napanee, On- 
tarlo, and has since made her home in Onfario, 
After graduating from the Ontario Agricultural 
College at Guelph with a B.Sc. degree in 
Agriculture, Ronald has taught school, has been 
a Genetics Technologist at Queen's University at 
Kingston, Ontario, and since 1974 has been 
employed as a Quality Control Manager at Met- 
calfe Foods of Deseronto, Ontario. He and Ruth 
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Ann own a farm near Enterprise, where they live 
but lease out the farm land. ‘They have two 
daughters, Caralee, born November 16, 1973 and 
Ronda Joleen, born November 18, 1977. Their 
son, William, was born March 22, 1976. In addi- 
tion to being'a mother and housewife, Ruth Ann 
finds time to be a very successful Tupperware 
demonstrator and saleslady. 

Lowell was a man of quiet disposition and one 
who had considerable ability in a number of 
fields. Because his father had raised and used 
horses on his farm, as a young boy Lowell 
developed an interest in livestock, particularly 
in horses. The favorite recreation of him and his 
chums always involved horses in one way or 
another—usually roping a horse off the range 
and then trying their luck at riding him. For 
several years before his marriage Lowell par- 
ticipated in many of the amateur rodeos of his 
area, winning his share of the awards given. 

Big game hunting was another of Lowell's n- 
terests. In Montana he made a yearly major 
hunting trip each season, and after coming to 
Alberta he obtained his official Guide's license 
and took hunting parties into the big game area 
surrounding Fox Creek, Whitecourt and 
Valleyview. 

While farming Lowell always did his own 
mechanieal and other necessary repair work on 
his equipment. After coming to Alberta he took 
the required provincial examinations and was 
granted an Alberta Mechanics license. After 
Teaving the farm he was employed by Schnell 
and Barrie, an International Harvester farm 
machinery dealership in Camrose, and later by 
Peterson's in Daysland. His ability as a 
carpenter enabled him to build or remodel 
several of the homes in which the family lived. 
His knowledge of electrical work and plumbing 
made it possible for each of these homes to be 
modernized. 

Jn 1966 Lowell suffered a heart attack, and 
because of this the farm was rented and later 
sold to Loyd and Lucille Kuehne. In August of 
1967 Lowell and Helen rented out their home in 
Daysland and bought a home in Eckville, where 
Helen had accepted a position as business educa- 
tion teacher in the Eckville high school. Lowell’s 
interest always remained with the farm and he 
helped out there during the busy season until his 
failing health forced him into complete retire- 
ment, He then enjoyed playing cards with his 

rriends 

Easter time proved to be an {deal time for a 
short holiday, so Lowell and Helen made a 
number of plane trips to Las Vegas to “try thelr 
Juck”” and to visit Helen's father and his wife who 
lived there. Prior to one of these trips they had 
been fortunate enough to be awarded an all- 
expense-paid trip for two to Las Vegas! This was 
quite a happy surprise. Each summer also 
Drought a holiday trip, usually to visit members 
of the family or friends in Montana, Washington, 
British Columbla or Saskatchewan. In 1975 they 








made a trip by truck and camper to Ontario to 
visit their daughter and family, as well as points 
of interest along the way. 

In March of 1964 the children honored their 
parenis with a 25th Wedding Anniversary recep- 
tion held in the Bingley Hall. In 1974 the parents 
were again honored—and delightfully sur- 
prised—by a special family dinner and party 
held at the Elks Club in Red Deer, this being the 
occasion of their 35th Wedding Anniversary. 

The Terrys were a close-knit family, and 
every Christmas all of the children with’ thelr 
families planned to spend the holidays with 
Lowell and Helen if it were at all possible. The 
Christmas of 1975 was to be extra special, for all 
seven children, with their families, planned to be 
present at the family gathering in Eckville. 
Lowell and Helen were enroute to the Calgary 
airport to meet Ruth Ann and her family when 
Lowell became critically ill and had to be rushed 
by ambulance to the Red Deer General Hospital, 
where he passed away on December 19, 1975—on 
the 61st anniversary of his birthday, He was 
buried in the Eckville cemetery. 

Helen has continued her teaching in the 
Eckville High School and in addition, taught 
adult classes in typewriting and accounting dur- 
ing the spring of 1978. She has taken an active 
part in the Eckville and District Historical Socie- 
ty and in the local Friendship Club. She has held 
the office of president of the Friendship Club and 
for the past two years has been secretary of the 
club. Travel continues to be a part of her ac. 
tivities, with frequent visits to the homes of her 
children. A visit with friends and relatives in 
Montana occupies a part of each summer. In the 
summer of 1977 she accompanied her daughter 
Joyce and her family on an extended sight- 
Seeing trip through parts of Montana, Arizona, 
Idaho, Nevada and Washington, 

Lowell had often made the comment that “My 
only regret is that we didn't come to make our 
home in Alberta 20 years before we did,” Helen 
is in complete agreement with this feeling, and 
plans to continue living in her home in Eckville, 
Her hobbies are gardening and various han. 
dicrafts—when she can find time to pursue 
them! 








‘THOMPSON, FRANK L. 

Having sold a farm and all machinery in the 
Rainy Creek district in January of 1962, it 
became apparent we were going to miss not hav- 
ing any land, Six months later in July we bought 
from Ezra and Homer Isaacson of Eckville the 
NW 27-38-3-W5, the west half of 34-38-3-W5 and 
NE _34-38-3-W5. We bought a full line of 
machinery again and took great pleasure mak- 
ing the yard Into a show place by planting trees 
and lawn. We got two knobbies (burls), painted 
them red and set them close to the highway along 
with a sign — “Bonny View Farm’ 

The family consisted of myself, wife Marie, 
son Gary born March 5, 1949 and Mary Gayle 


208 





born May 3, 1956. Both children were in school 
and Marie looked after them and took care of our 
11 suite Bonny View Apartments in Red Deer, 
Because of this I had to batch most of the time, 

T liked the large spruce trees that had been 
planted years ago by the Isaacson that sur- 
Tounded the house and the wrens that sang and 
built their nests in the bird houses I had built for 
them. The neighbors were friendly and helpful. I 
was proud to be part of the community. Ten hap- 
by years were spent growing rape and barley, 
some was sold as seed to the neighbors or put 
through the elevator at Eckville. 

The crops were mostly very good. I owe a 
great deal to those who helped with the farm 
work — Bob Dickie (the mail man) — Ralph 
Lougheed — Ralph Dowler — Chris Anderson — 
Ken Ackerman — Lorne Hamilton and later my 
son Gary. Many more gave me their help and 
moral support. Thank you all. 

During September, 1972, three quarters were 
sold to the Gefle Brothers of Eckville. The river 
quarter was sold to Dr. Marriott of Red Deer 

Gary Is married to Donna Richle of Lucknow, 
Ontario. Mary Gayle married Ron Taylor of Red 
Deer and they have a little daughter, Julie 
‘Autumn, They reside in Red Deer. Marlé and I 
live in a small but cozy house at 5135 45 Avenue 
in Red Deer. 

Would we do it all over again? — sure would. 








THORKMAN, JACOB RICHARD 

Jacob Richard Thorkman, the eldest son of 
‘Thomas and Maria Thorkman was born 
February 7, 1891, at Rock Springs, Wyoming, 
USA. 

In the spring of 1903, Richard came with his 
parents and brothers to the Eckville district. 

Richard married Mary Holland, eldest 
daughter of Thomas and Mary Holland of Con 
dor. Mary was born in England, coming to 
Canada with her parents as a young girl 








Dick Thorkman family, Jim, Faye, Wilf, Robert, Richard and 
Mary, and Richard Je (ns 






















Richard and Mary farmed the SW 35-39-3-W5. 
‘This is where thelr five children were born, 
Richard Jr., Wilfred, Jimmy, Robert and 
daughter Faye Shirley, 

The children took thelr schooling at Estontan 
and Eckville schools. 

Richard and Rose lived at Pincher Creek and 
they have two sons Kim and Wayne. 

Wilfred and Pat, living at Leduc, have two 
daughters, Sandra and Terry. 

Jim, living at Warburg, has two children, 
Steven and Susan. 

Robert, living at Warburg, has one son. 

Faye (Mrs. Neil Ricalton) of Red Deer has 
two children Tony and Jason. 

Richard and Mary lived on the farm until 
retiring to the town of Rimbey in 1960, 

In May, 1968, Richard passed away in the 
Rimbey Auxiliary Hospital at the age of 77 years, 
He is buried in the Mount Auburn Cemetery, 
Rimbey. 

‘Mary Is remarried, to Joe Bunch of Rimbey, 
and they presently reside in Drayton Valley. 








‘THHONEN, EDDIE AND LOUISE 

Eddie Frederick Tiihonen was born in the 
Oras district near Rocky Mountain House on the 
farm of his maternal grandparents, Andrew and 
Matilda Rahko. At one month of age he returned 
with his mother and father, Ed and Ina Tilhonen 
to their farm southeast of Sylvan Lake. His 
father, Ate (Known as Ed) was born in Mikkeli, 
Finland and came to Canada at the age of seven 
years. Eddie spoke only Finnish until he started 
school, where, however, he learned English 
quickly. He took his schooling at the Marianne 
School ‘and the Composite High School, Red 
Deer. 

He completed his mechanic's apprenticeship 
at Lakeview Garage In Sylvan Lake, which was 
owned by Joe Untinen Sr. 

Eddie was married to Mary Louise Warner of 
Red Deer in 1956. After living In Sylvan Lake for 
the first four and a half years of thelr marriage, 
they moved to Eckville in October, 1960, first liv: 
ing in the house owned by George Johnson but 
affer two years they built their own home on the 
crescent, west of the hospital, the first house to 
be built ‘there. During these two years, Eddie 
carried on an automotive repair garage at Bill's 
Corner Service owned by Bill Eliuk. 

Being a born entrepreneur, however, he 
purchased a piece of land formerly owned by 
Searle Grain Company and he and Louise set up 
their own business under the name of Eddie's 
Automotive and Tractor Ltd. As their business 
grew, staff was hired and after about three years 
they became a dealer for New Holland farm 
machinery. Eventually an extension to the ga- 
rage had to be built. ‘The business has grown 
steadily. 

Eddie and Louise have two children, a son, 
Mark Aaron, born in 1962 and a daughter, Jill, 
born in 1965, both attending school in Eckville. 
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‘The whole family enjoys outdoor life and 
when time permits do some hiking, camping and 
fishing In the mountains. 


MIKE TOIVANEN AND PETE TOIVANEN 
FAMILY — by Ray Toivanen 

At the turn of the century (1901), Mike 
Toivanen arrived in Eckville from Sebeka, 
Minnesota, U.S.A. to establish a homestead on 
SE 14-39-3-W5. After building a home located two 
and a half miles east of Eckville, he sent for his 
wife, Siegrid, and son, Pete. They arrived via 
Canadian Pacific Railway at Red Deer in early 
1902. It’s interesting to note that the old Red Deer 
train station (now an historical reminder) has 
been well maintained and is still in current use. 
The Tolvanen family was reunited in a heavy 
downpour, which later caused their horse and 
wagon to become firmly bogged down in mud 
between Red Deer and Sylvan Lake, Such was 
their first glimpse of ‘Sunny Alberta’. 

Seven years later, in 1909, Mike Toivanen 
passed away, leaving his only son, Pete, to con- 
tinue with the farming operation assisted by his 
new bride, the former Katherine Lempi Maki. 
He continued farming until 1928 when he sold his 
farm to Mike Sestrap, and moved into the village 
of Eckville. 

Some of Dad’s occupations in the early days 
consisted of hauling groceries from Red Deer by 
horse and wagon for Mr. Killick, operator of the 
store situated at the original site of Eckville, one 











Lempi,Toivanen (Mackie), Caroline Wetelainen, Henry Kell, 
Peter Toivanen = Wedding Day, 1908, 











mile north of the present town. He was a Director 
for the Co-op Store, and bought hogs at Kootuk 
for Fred Patterson, and later for the Medicine 
Valley Co-op Association from the early 1920's to 
the mid-1930's. 

‘After business comes pleasure. Pete was one 
of the instigators of the building of the Young 
Peoples’ Hall, a gathering place for picnics, 
dances, fairs, and church on Sundays. Frequent: 
ly dad played the violin, accompanied by mother 
on the organ, for dances held there. 

‘The Tolvanen farm was a gathering place for 
Sunday afternoon ballgames. Another favorite 
pastime in the early days was picking wild 
berries. Saskatoons, raspberries, chokecherries, 
blueberries, gooseberries and strawberries were 
in plentiful supply. In fact, an afternoon of pick- 
ing, by the whole family, yielded sufficient 
berries to preserve a winter's supply. 

‘The north end of Sylvan Lake, called “the 
Eckville Beach”, was a favorite spot for pienics 
and sports days. On those occasions, instead of a 
picnic lunch, the housewives brought the in- 
gredients, which consisted of fresh milk and 
vegetables, to cook a Finnish “Fish Mulligan”. 
‘The fishermen were always successful in 
catching enough fish to make a good pot of 
“Mulligan”. 

‘Dad was the mailman for Rural Route No. 3 
covering the area east of Eckville. Many in- 
teresting stories to his family arose from this oc- 
cupation. The slogan: “‘Neither wind nor snow; 
nor sleet or hail, will stop the delivery of this 
mail!” must have evolved here. After a heavy 
snowfall and strong winds had built up the snow 
Grifts, dad would take a good run at them with 
his car in order to plough his way through. Snow- 
ploughs were unheard of then! Later, when the 
Tural residents came to town, they told of the big 
flurry of snow heralding dad's arrival. They 
would also relate how they'd walted to see if dad 
made it through the drifts, and, if successful, 
they would then venture a trip into town. 

‘However, on the north end of the run, near the 
farm of Charlie Anderson, the drifts were often 
very difficult to maneuver. Consequently, 
Charlie would have his horses harnessed and 
ready to pull dad through this stretch. This is a 
fine example of the pioneer spirit, always willing 
to lend a helping hand wherever and whenever it 
was needed. Only when the snow became too 
deep for the automobile did dad resort to his 
horse and sleigh. This was a hardship initself, as 
a cold winter day with sub-zero temperatures 
and blizzard conditions became a very long and 
difficult 12 to 14 hours to endure. 

A common practice which adds a Uttle 
“spice” to the early settlers image was the chew- 
ing of snuff by the men. For example, dad 
chewed snuff at the rate of three to four boxes 
per week, beginning at the age of 17 years and 
continuing until age 86 years. Thus, a rough 
calculation indicates that he went through ap- 
proximately 12,750 boxes in his lifetime — 








enough to make a stockpile approximately 1100 
feet high! Snuff chewing caused problems of its 
own. Dad’s first car, a Grey Dort, purchased in 
the early 1920's, was an open touring model. 
When those of us who had the misfortune to ride 
in the back seat sensed that dad was getting 
ready to unload some of the “‘snoose”’, there was 
a mad scramble in the back to hit the floor, or 
duck under any available cover in order to miss 
the “spray”! 

‘Mrs. Pete Toivanen, nee Katherine Lempi 
Maki, came to Eckville in 1903 with her parents 
from’ Butte, Montana, U.S.A. Mr. and Mrs. 
Gabriel Maki homesteaded about four and one- 
half miles northeast of Eckville. Pete and “Lem- 
pi” were married in 1907, and lived to celebrate 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary in 1957. 

‘Mother was active in the rural area. She was a 
member of the Church, the Women’s Institute 
and the Young Peoples’ Hall Board. The 
farmers’ wives had their work cut out for them 
during harvest season. In later years they looked 
back with fond memories to when the steam 
engine pulling the separator and bunk car, pulled 
into the yard. Again the pioneer and community 
spirit prevailed, as all the neighbor ladies 
arrived to lend a helping hand to feed the 
threshing crew. 

Mother was very fortunate in being able to 
survive the flu epidemic in 1919. When very Ill, a 
Chinese nurse arrived at the farm, helping to 
nurse her back to good health. 

‘The family consisted of six children. Ada, the 
eldest, born in 1909, married Jim Sloan and they 
raised two sons, David and Robert. Ada passed 
away in Calgary in 1974. 

‘The second daughter, Elsie, born in 1911, 
became Mrs. Joe Hyde. She passed away in 
Calgary in 1961. She did not have any children 

Ernest, born in 1914, married Shirley Steven: 
son of Leslieville. He enlisted with the army in 
1939, going overseas the same year. He served in 
England, Sicily, Italy, Holland, France, and Ger- 
many before returning home in 1945. Shirley 
passed away several years ago in Calgary, 
where their only child, a daughter, Terry, 
resides with her husband, Ron Ager, and four 
children. Ernie is presently living in Vancouver. 

Bill, born in 1916, married to Dorothy 
Bergstrom of Eckville, has two sons, Bob and 
‘Terry, and four grandchildren. He served in the 
army overseas from 1942 until 1945. They are 
now Lethbridge residents. 

Ray married Irene Erickson of Stettler in 
1950. He enlisted in the R.C.A.F. as a pilot in 1942. 
Upon his release in 1945 Ray began employment 
with the Central Alberta Dairy Pool, and is still 
employed with that company. Ray and Irene 
have two children, Scott and Janle, and one 
grandchild. They now live In Red Deer. 

Dorothy, Mrs. Tom Forhan, resides in 
Eckville. The Forhans have three children — 
Brenda, Randy, and Jim, and two 
grandchildren. 














TOIVANEN, HELEN DOROTHY 

Helen Dorothy Toivanen is the youngest child 
of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Tolvanen. She was born on 
the homestead on August 12, 1923. Dorothy took 
all her schooling In Eckville except for the last 
year of high school which she took at the 
Lethbridge Collegiate. 

Miss Gladys Jones was her first teacher for 
two years who then married Bert Lundberg, 
Margaret McKinnon for two years, then Ruth 
Craig, Mr. Baldwin, Ado ‘Tipman, Mr. John 

Lewis and Mrs. Westergard. Mr. Scott 
taught us music. 

Dorothy was flower girl for the Lisa 
Lundberg-Everett Baldwin wedding. 

After graduation, Dorothy came back to 
Eckville. She worked at Aboussaffy and Farris 
General Store, at the telephone office with 
Esther Johnson and Mrs. Loulse Tink. Then went 
to work at Forhan’s Pharmacy. In 1946 she 
married Thomas Forhan. 

Dorothy recalls the skating rink on the river 
below Kult’s house (where we lived). Barry and 
Bill Armstrong, Pickles (Arvo) and George 
Sestrap, Teddy Barnett, George Johnson, 
Brother ‘Bill, Bill and Reg Morris and many 
more playing hockey there. 

‘Marg McKinnon was our C.G.L-T. leader. 
‘There were 10 or more. Dorothy and Sylvia 
Gish, Selina Cowen, Violet Kingsep, Alberta 
Coutts, Marie Louise Selvais,’ Phyllis 
MacDonald, Marie McDonnell, Isabel Merriman 
and myself. We walked to the different farms for 
‘meetings. Also went to Kasota Beach for two 
summers. Most of us keep In touch at Christmas. 

We also had a hockey team with almost all the 
same girls plus Alfine Langer in goal. We played 
Rimbey, Rocky Mountain House, Sylvan Lake 
and one game with Red Deer who were above us. 
‘They let us have one boy to play and Bob Umari 
played. We won, 

‘We also played soft ball with most of the same 
crew and against the same towns. 

Mr. Maclean, a Presbyterian minister was a 
lean tall man. I remember the first time Mrs. 
Von Holtum saw him stand up in church she 
started at his shoes and kept looking up and up. 
She was a lovely tiny lady. He was our basketball 
teacher and coach. We won most of our games 
and played Rimbey, Rocky Mountain House, 
Sylvan Lake and Bentley. 

‘Once when coming back from Rimbey, we 
stopped at Bentley to see Mr. Bernie Dennett. At 
the time the doctor had maggots on his knee (a 
war injury) and he told us he'd lost two of the 
maggots. Back in Mr. Maclean’s open air car, he 
started scratching and shifting around. Natural- 
ly, we asked what was wrong and he said “I 
guess I've got Mr. Dennett's maggots.” We were 
horrified at first and then laughed. 

I have been president of the curling club, 
Started curling when 15 or 16, First bonspiel was 
at Leslieville with Mrs. Bergstrom and Kit 
Armstrong; don’t recall who the 4th was. We won 








cake plate. Leslieville rink was baled straw for 
sides. 

T have beens secretary and president of the 
Catholic Women’s League, vice-president of the 
Legion Ladies’ Auxiliary. 


OSWALD UMARI — ELLEN KAILA 
‘Oswald Umari was born in Butte, Montana, 
and Ellen Kaila was born in Belt, Montana. As 
young people, they made their way to Alberta, 
and were married In Red Deer, in 1917. They 
lived at Sylvan Lake for a time after thelr 
marriage, then moved to Eckville about 1921. 

Oswald was one of the managers of the Co-op 
store in Sylvan Lake and Eckville. They both 
took an active part in the affairs of the communi- 
ty, and enjoyed curling, tennis, badminton, and 
other sports. 

‘The Umaris left Alberta in 1945 and located at 
Enderly, B.C. Here they operated a grocery 
business with Bob and Wilbur until the business 
was sold in 1972. 

Oswald and Ellen celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary in 1967. Oswald passed 
away February 11, 1973 and Ellen passed away 
on July 26, 1975. 

‘Their children, Bob, Wilbur, and Mildred all 
live in British Columbia. 





YVANSCO, VINCE 

‘Twas born in Hungary, and came out from 
there at the time of the Revolution in November, 
1956, to Austria where I spent two months in the 
camp. From Austria I went to Holland where I 
spent another month and a half. From there we 
started to Canada on the Holland Ship. It took 15 
days to get to Halifax because of an accident on 
the sea on the fourth day out when an Italian ship 
hauling wheat from Italy to Norway ran into us. 
‘We had to go to the nearest port, which took three 
days and we ended up in Brest, France. Tt took a 
day to move things from the Holland Ship to 
another one and seven days from there to 
Halifax where we landed on March 25, 1957. 
Another two days of travelling from Halifax to 
Merlin, Ontario and I found my aunt and uncle 
and other relatives. It was three days later when 
I started to work for Dr. McKibbon in the 
Veterinary Clinic in Whitley, Ontario. I worked 
there for three years and then went to Calgary 
for a month's holiday in the spring of 1960 to visit 
friends who had come from the Old Country with 
me. I never returned East except to visit my 
relatives. I got work with Dr. Cecil Speirs on 
April 1, 1960, at the Eckville Veterinary Clinic 
and have worked for him about 10 years. I found 
a place to live with Mr. and Mrs. Siim Heath and 
this was my home for five years. 

In April 1965, [ married Sylvia Edwards from 
Rocky Mountain House who had lost her husband 
in an accident a few years before. We bought the 
Slim Heath home and this has been our home 
ever since. The Heaths moved to Penticton, B.C. 
Sylvia had three children — Pat, Dick and Greg. 

















Pat married Garry Pollitt of Leslieville, Dick 
married Brenda Wasson of Pine Point, N.W.T., 
and Greg married Janice Matthews of Eckville. 

On November 10, 1966, our daughter Sheryl 
was born and is getting her education in 
Eckville. In 1976, Sylvia, Sheryl and myself 
made a trip back to my homeland to visit my 
parents, two sisters, one brother and other 
relatives. It was good to go home to see the folks 
but it was great to get back to our home here —a 
wonderful community to live in. 





VIITALA, ERNEST 

Ernest Viltala was born on his parents’ farm 
four and one-half miles north of Eckville. He re 
mained on the farm, working with his father. 
From 1956 to 1962 he worked on the Eckville 
‘Mutual Telephone lines, and found this was quite 
interesting, meeting most of the people in the dis- 
trict. In 1965 he worked with Kingsep Water Well 
Drilling, and also continued farming until 1973, 
At this time he sold the farm and moved into 
Eckville. 

Ernest secured a position with the County of 
Lacombe, driving the school bus from Eckville 
to Lacombe and working in the Lacombe bus 
garage during the day. 

On July 20, 1974 Ernest married Juanita 1. 
Lee. Juanita is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Lee of Evarts. She was born in Eckville, 
raised In the Evarts District and worked in the 
Eckville Hospital from 1952 to 1956, before taking 
a Certified Nursing Aide Course. She then 
worked in Olds, Ponoka Mental Hospital, and for 
nine years at ‘Deerhome in Red Deer, before 
returning to the Eckville Hospital in 1973. 

In 1975 Juanita left active nursing to devote 
more time to her home life. 





VON HOLTUM, CONSTANTINE HERBER 

Constantine 'Herber von Holtum was born 
January 22, 1882 in Solingen Wald, Rhineland, 
Germany. His father, Wilhelm von Holtum, was 
a lawyer and subsequently served as a judge in 
‘Aix-Ca-Chapelle, where Von recieved his educa: 
tion with a view for a career in banking as a 
foreign correspondent. In order to acquire fluen- 
cy in French and Dutch he spent part of his 
school years abroad. He had a marked aptitude 
for languages and, apart from the academic 
languages Latin’ and Greek, he became 
proficient in seven tongues of the modern world, 
However, work in the bank did not appeal to Von 
and in his early twenties he quit his post and 
went on a visit to an uncle in Minnesota, U.S.A. 

After a short time spent there Von came to 
Canada in 1904 and took up a homestead near 
Leslieville, Alberta. While proving up on it he 
worked as a store clerk in Trochu, Red Deer, and 
Bentley 

When the First World War broke out, 
although, by this time he had become a Canadian 
citizen, the Tories treated him as an alien, 
Wrongfully accused of being a spy, he was im- 















prisoned and brought to trial. Fortunately the 
Liberals, of which party he was a member, 
effected his release after two weeks imprison. 
ment. (He lost ten pounds in that fortnight. 
Although he was acquitted, he lost, through this 
persecution, his homestead and other property 
except for a quarter section of land to which Mr. 
‘Joe Huerlimann held the title, and which he was 
farming on shares. Following his release from 
jail Von remained in Calgary and became a 
partner with a Mr. Cohen in a secondhand store. 

Eventually Von needed an operation on his, 
lungs, part of which was removed. In order to 
recuperate he went to Eckville where he started 
a filling station for the Imperial Oi Company. 
‘Along with this he commenced to build an 
automotive parts business. After some years he 
had a promising business going and this en- 
couraged him to take a wife and start a family. 
He was married to Anne Bajohr on January 20, 
1929, 

‘The Wall Street crash came in the fall of 1929 
and the following depression wiped out Von’s 
business in a very short time. But, somehow, 
people survived those interminable, dismal 
years, In 1938 Von succeeded in getting three 
thousand dollars for the above mentioned 
quarter section of land which was nominally 
farmed on shares, 

Hoping to find some employment oppor- 
tunities in Vancouver, and lured by the milder 
climate of B.C., we settled in Burnaby. However, 
the chances for employment were not any better 
than in Alberta, and Von had to eke out a meagre 
living by growing a garden and tending people's 
grounds for pittance. 

‘The Second World War was well advanced 
before there was a job with the Vancouver 
Engineering Works, where he was employed for 
two and one-half years. After the war was over 
things were for Von the same as before — his for 
tunes never changed till the end. The pension for 
which he became eligible at age 70 was very 
small. 

In 1964, when he was past 82 years of age, his 
leg had to be amputated above the knee due to 
circulation blockage. I visited him every second 
day while he was at Taylor Manor, a nursing 
home run by the city of Vancouver. The day 
before his 86th birthday he suffered a light stroke 
and consequently he became slightly confused, 

After he was placed in a private hospital 1 
visited him every day. Von was an un- 
demonstrative man, but It was obvious that he 
‘came to look forward to my daily visits. One day 
the nurse told me “Your husband was very 
worried over the delay. He kept asking when 
you'd be turning up.” After a few months in the 
hospital it became evident that a circulation 
blockage was occurring in the other leg. In times 
of sickness Von was a very patient and un 
complaining man, but I couldn’t help feeling 
very sad over his lot. When I went to visit him on 
April 28, 1968. he was unconscious. I was allowed 














to stay past the visiting time, and he passed 
away at four o’clock, without regaining con- 
sciousness. 


von HOLTUM, Anne Katherine (nee Bajohr) 

1, Anne Katherine von Holtum, nee Bajohr 
was born December 27, 1892 in Riga, Russia. I 
was introduced to the three R’s at home, starting 
my formal education at age elght in a private 
girls school, which I attended for 11 years, 
graduating with a teacher's diploma in 1914, the 
year the first world war broke out. My deceased 
father had emigrated from Germany and 
retained his original citizenship. According to 
the old-country law, I, too was a German citizen, 
After the out break of the war, I was temporarily 
interned in Central Russia, but was permitted to 
eave for Germany via ‘neutral Rumania. I 
arrived in Berlin in the summer of 1916, received 
by the Red Cross, which also helped me to get 
employment with the postal services. 

Due to the hunger blockade there was great 
scarcity of food. The Russians were sending 
parcels to their prisoners of war. I was occupied 
with the translation of the addresses of those 
parcels. After awhile I got a post with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, thanks to my 
knowledge of the Russian language, and the 
geography of the country. The work was most in- 
teresting and prestigous. On a Russian 
typewriter [had to make out forms searching for 
German prisoners of war, translating messages 
and making petitions for release of prisoners on 
the grounds of sickness. These forms were sent 
to the U.S.A, Embassies in London and Paris, 
prior to the entry of the United States into the 
war. 

‘The effect of the hunger blockade was steadi- 
ly Increasing and especially hard on the sick and 
Infirm. T had a younger sister, afflicted with a 
congenital heart condition, languishing in a 
hospital in Berlin. To supplement her nutrition I 
left Berlin for employment in the country at a 
prisoner-of-war camp as censorship examiner 
and interpreter. I often went after work to 
neighboring farms and persuasively presenting 
the situation, a person here or there was moved 
to sell a couple of eggs, a bit of butter or home 
made fruit to make a modest parcel for my sick 
sister. However, she did not survive the war. 

Iwas at a camp in the Rhine Palatinate when 
the collapse came in November 1918. It was a 
great upheaval, with soldiers disorganizing on 
the move and milling around and the rampant flu 
adding to the misery. Somehow reaching Berlin 
in an overcrowded train, I landed again in the 
Foreign Office, where I handled newspaper clip- 
pings in the Press Department. This occupation 
‘was, however, of short duration; the great infla- 
tion’ which struck Germany, ‘necessitated a 
drastic cut of the staff. For awhile I eked out a 
living as a seamstress. The members of my 
family were scattered, thelr whereabouts and 
fate unknown to me. It took years before contact 








with members of my family in Russia was re- 
established. A sister, who was married to a Men- 
nonite teacher in the Ukraine, wrote me that 
they were about to immigrate to Canada because 
of religious persecutions. She proposed that I 
join the transport at the point of embarkation, 
our birthplace Riga, at that time, the capital of 
Latvia. The formalities were handled by the 
GP.R. Only farmers and domestics were 
allowed to enter Canada. My relatives passed the 
screening, but I was stuck in Riga. There 
followed three weeks of uncertainty and anxious 
waiting before the go" sign came from London. 
I crossed the Atlantic from Southampton to 
Quebec on the “Empress of Scotland” of the 
°.P.R., arriving June 10, 1926. During the follow- 
ing summer I stooked and worked as a hired girl 
on a farm near Winnipeg. In the fall T tound in 
Winnipeg engagement as a mald. I did not mind 
the work, but I heartily detested the black 
uniform with white cap and apron I had to wear, 
signifying my servant status. I needed a long 
time to adjust to a changed social status and T 
found the prairie winters very cold. When spring 
arrived I took seasonal job as a dishwasher in a 
resort hotel at the C.P.R. at Lake Louise, return- 
ing in the fall to the city, working once more as a 
domestic. During the holiday season of 1928 Twas 
at Chateau Lake Louise in the laundry. I was 
enchanted with the Rockies. I had always been 
keen on hiking. While some of my co-workers at 
the end of our daily stint in the laundry would 
nurse thelr feet with hot water baths and 
ointments, I would be off to explore the moun- 
tains, climbing as far as Lake Agnes. These ex- 
cursions have remained a vivid and happy 
memory. There I came to feel the “lure of the 
west”, and so T came to Calgary. In preference to 
domestic work I found employment as a 
seamstress with the Simmons Co. I boarded with 
some German people who happened to be long 
standing friends of Von. Von and I got married in 
January, 1929, and so it happened that I came to 
Eekville. Von'was 47 and I was 36 years old. 
‘The move to British Columbla in 1938 did not 
improve our economic circumstances. Von kept 
quite busy in the garden and liked this work, but 
he had no knack with tools to keep a home in 
repair nor the inclination to do so. We had hardly 
settled in our quarters, when things started to go 
wrong with the house. With the intent to earn 
some money for repairs, I started to go aut to do 
cleaning by the hour. Our life style remained the 
same as during the depression. Von and I did not 
see eye to eye about the disposition of the 
available money, so I decided to go it alone — 
buy a lot and bulld a house of my own. I had 
happened to look at a picture in the daily paper; 
a middle-aged woman applying shingles for the 
roof of a building of which only the frame had 
been put up by hired labor. T said to myself “If 
this woman can undertake to build a house — so 
can I”. I did not stop to think how many more 
hours I would need with my cleaning 














paraphanalia to get to the same point a 
other woman employing building tools. In the 
spring of 1944 there seemed to turn up a chance 
for better earnings and work that would be 
easier on my physique; I was a successful can- 
didate in a cross-Canada competitive examina- 
tion for German-English. Texpected this office to 
be in Vancouver. When the call came from Ot 
tawa in September, I weighed the pros and cons 
the war was obviously drawing to a close, in Ot 
tawa accomodations were hard to get and very 
expensive, while the offered wages did not come 
up to my’ expectations, so T concluded that it 
would not pay’ to move 

By 194811 decided I had enough funds for the 
foundation and the shell of a small house to be 
put next door to Von's place. All the time, while 
persuing my goal, I was up against much 
Sickness, due to the menopause and glandular 
disturbances; there were acute arthritis attacks, 
several surgeries, a nervous breakdown, All 
alone I felt { was racing against time. But I was 
determined to overcome obstacles and to ac- 
complish what I had set out to do. Naturally, it 
was necessary to find just a small outfit to whom 
to give the contract. This contract which I gave 
in 1948, came to nought because of a lumber 
strike. "The following spring having engaged 
another outtit, I got struck again due to lumber 
scarcity caused by the Fraser River flood. Final- 
ly T found in North Vancouver some people who 
were building log houses. 

‘When it came to the finishing of the inside of 
my house, I went for advice to a newspaper man 
who was writing for the Sun, a Saturday feature 
on “livable homes”, Mr. Kelth Wiles, who hailed 
from Didsbury, Alberta was intrigued when he 
heard that a log house had been built in Burnaby. 
He was much taken with the authentic structure, 
on which the tools had been axe, adze, and 
derrick. The “Sun” brought a nice picture with a 
lengthy write-up. In it, Mr. Wiles expresses 
regret that log houses were disappearing from 
the Canadian scene for lack of incentive 
Describing this project under discusston, he paid 
tribute to the ploneering spirit of the little lady 
for whom this place had been bullt. He stated 
that people with lots of money would be very 
proud of this house but that actually it was the 
achievement of a woman whose earnings came 
from char work. This tribute to my efforts gave 
me truly a great lift. Everybody who came to the 
Jog house in later years, when it happened to be 
properly heated, said that it had a charming at- 
mosphere 

Bit, to tell the truth, I had very llttle chance 
to enjoy the place and be comfortable in it, 
Because, while there still was a balance to be 
paid to the builders, also all the inside to be done, 
the equipment to be bought, ete. I fell and 
cracked three spinal vertebrae. My earnings 
came to a sudden stop. This accident was a great 
blow. The ten working years had been very hard 
‘on the body, but there had been a buoyancy of 























spirit in the hope of better days ahead. Now it 
seemed that Ihad exhausted myself in pursuit of 
a mirage. It was ironic to squeeze out of a pitiful- 
ly small social assistance the money for 
payments on a heater, while living in a cold 
house because it was’ impossible to buy the 
utllities as well. 

From the beginning of my venture Von main- 
tained that nothing good would come of it. He had 
become a defeated and pessimistic, man forever 
hearkening back to the wrong done to him by the 
Tories, who years ago had stripped him of his 
property. Without remunerative occupation of 
which there was none for a man past 60, he lived 
in great poverty. He refused to get social 
assistance as a single person. 

‘Von did not move into the log house but living 
next door he tended my rustic grounds and he 
stayed with me when either of us was sick. I 
must say that as a patient he was easy to look 
after because he was so undemanding and un. 
complaining. Generally, however, each of us 
went our own way. 

Before graduation from high school our son, 
Herbert Junior, broke his neck in the gym. In 
vain Von tried'to get help for expenditures in 
orthopedic surgery and treatments. He did not 
get anywhere with Herbert’s part-time 
employer, the C.P.R., nor with the schoolboard 
which might have been liable because of the 
physical education teacher's incompetence. 
Home had a stressful atmosphere, and the boy 
left home and high school in the middle of grade 
12 to take unskilled work and pay off the debt. 

Faye, too, left home as soon as her education 
was complete, to teach out of town. 

‘The decade before my pension cheque was 
due at age 70, was a very lonely time and more 
desolate than the thirties. It was a great day 
when my first pension cheque arrived. Though 
the size In the sixties was not auspicious it had a 
liberating wholesome effect on the spirit, 
because it eliminated the periodic visits by of- 
ficious people checking up on you and your 
movements to make sure you adhered to the 
rigid regulations and restrictions dictated by the 
book. By and by the Federal government started 
to accord the aged greater consideration, giving 
us regular increases in keeping with the rising 
cost of living. Another significant change in my 
life occured when the church where I worshipped 
was touched by the charismatic movement. 
Learning to worship with adoration, praise and 
thanksgiving does away with discontent, worry 
and stress; giving instead peace of mind and put- 
ting joy in the heart. It is true what the scriptures 
say: Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and all 
these things shall be added unto you. (Luke 
12:31) So to the spiritual blessings there have 
‘come my way the tangible gifts of comfortable 
and carefree living conditions. Everyday I thank 
the Lord that he has paved the way for me into 
this bright, warm and completely satisfying 
apartment, which the municipality bullt and 











opened in 1972. The lines are fallen unto me in 

pleasant places; ye, I have a goodly herltage 

(Ps. 16:6) I will bless the Lord at all times, His 

praise shall be continuously in my mouth.(Ps. 
) 





WAISANEN, SIMON AND TYYNE — by Their 
Children 

Simon Waisanen was born in Suoumisalmi, 
Finland, November 5, 1904, the second youngest 
of seven children. During his childhood he spent 
his time with his brothers; in the summer 
fishing, or in the winter in lumber camps. School, 
other than a few months of religious instruction, 
was not required. 

At the age of 21, with the encouragement of 
his cousin Eli, Simon decided to seek the fortunes 
of the new land. Saying goodbye to his family, 
with his fare in his pocket, he set off for Canada, 
‘They travelled by boat’ and finally reached 
Eckville, Alberta, in June, 1927. The day they 
arrived heavy rains had caused muddy roads. AS 
Eli and Simon walked from the train to the home 
of their relatives their boots gathered more and 
more mud, making walking very difficult 
Simon's first words to his relatives were, “Why, 
we're bringing the whole world with us."” Th 
had discovered good old Alberta clay, something 
unknown in Finland. 

His first summer was spent working for 
relatives and neighbors on the neighbourhood 
threshing crews. In the winter he spent his time 
at a lumber camp near Rocky Mountain House 
making railway ties with a broadaxe, at a few 
cents a tie, In 1928 Simon got a job working for 
the CPR, and his home became the CPR 
bunkhouse. This was a small building which 
became very hot in the summer time. The big- 
gest joke was to see when the meat would “begin 
to walk away”, seeing as it was not kept very 
cold as the freezing facilities of the time were 
very poor. 

in the winter of 1931 Simon and some friends 
decided to try their luck at ice fishing. They left 
for Buck Lake in 30° below weather with a team 
of horses, a sled and their gear. The fish were 
plentiful, and this tradition of going fishing was 
to be kept up until 1975. 

In 1933 Simon bought a farm close to Hespero, 
but after a few years he decided it was not close 
enough to the Kootuk station, where he still 
worked on the CPR. He sold this farm and bought 
another one the very same day from August 
Kangas, located one-half mile from the CPR sta. 
tion. Simon got up early every morning, did his 
chores, then walked to work at the railroad sta 
tion. After working his regular hours he then 
came home to do his farming. The work was 
hard, the hours long; but there was always time 
for a cup of coffee, a free haircut for a neighbour 
or friend, and always lots of fun. During the 
1940°s and 1950's Simon had many cooks’ and 
hired men who worked for him. Finally Simon 
‘quit the railway and began travelling the country 
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from coast to coast. He went back to Finland for 
a visit in 1948 and returned to find his crops all 
hailed out. However, as Simon always said, 
“there’s always next year!” 

Finally, a friend, Mr. Saarela, who had just 
come back from’ the Helsinki Olympics, 
suggested to Simon that he should get married. 
As a matter of fact, stated Mr. Saarela, while he 
had been in Finland he had found just the right 
woman for Simon. With some help and en- 
couragement from a few friends Simon began a 
correspondence with this lady, and soon the 
future Mrs. Waisanen was lured to Canada. 

‘Tyne Nykkanen was born April 22, 1922 in 
Finland. After her correspondence with Simon 
began she was very impressed with his letters, 
and finally agreed to come to Canada on the con” 
dition that if she didn’t like it then she could 
return to Finland. She arrived in the early part of 
1953, not really knowing what to expect. She had 
never previously met Simon; she only had a pic- 
ture of him. However, thelr first meeting was 
successful, and they were married in Red Deer 
in May of that same year. There was one condi- 
tion, however — before she would get married 
there had to be a steam bath, This problem was 
quickly solved by the building of a steam bath. 

‘Tyyne began adjusting to Canadian life by 
learning the language in night school. However, 
this progress was stopped when their eldest 
daughter, Mary Ann, was born on May 3, 1954, 
followed by twins, Helen and John born on May 
30, 1956, which kept her very busy. However, she 
found time to take an active part In’ the 
Presbyterian Church choir and she sang, in Fin- 
nish, at many funerals and at the Christmas con- 
certs. She also helped with many functions orga- 
nized by the Finnish community and was part of 
the Finnish delegation in the Red Deer folk 
festival for several years, 








‘Simon Waisanen family. 


Many visitors from Finland as well as many 
from around the community were entertained at 
the Waisanen home. One could always find a 
steam bath, a card-game, and a cup of coffee 
with these friendly folks. 








‘Simon and Tyne returned to Finland in 1965 
for a six-week visit and enjoyed seeing many 
relatives again. Simon continued to buy land and 
duild buildings by using the lumber from the 
land he cleared. ‘The land was good to him and he 
always said, “Canada is the land of opportunity 
for those who wish to use it”. 

In 1967 Tyne became ill and on April 16, 1968, 
she passed away at the age of 48 years. Simon 
continued to farm, with the help of his son, until 
he passed away In 1977. Both Simon and ‘tyne 
are buried in the Eckville cemetery. 

Mary Ann married Stephen J. Smith of 
Eckville on August 9, 1975. They now live on NW 
6:39-3-W5. Helen is employed by Simpsons-Sears 
in Calgary. John farms at the home place, SW 9- 
34.3.W5, Allof the children were educated in the 
Eekville schools. Mary Ann also attended the 
University of Alberta and received her teaching 
certificate. She is presently teaching at the 
Leslieville school. 





WEEKS, FLOYD AND BLANCHE 

Floyd was born in Pleasanton, Kansas, U.S.A. 
in 1901. With his parents and brother Harlan, he 
immigrated to Canada in the spring of 1917, 
arriving at the Earl Fitch home (cousins of the 
Weeks), in the Centreville district. Earl Fitch 
moved the Weeks family to their farm at Eck- 
ville, which was later owned by a Mr. Brown, 
then by Tom Smith. Three years later they 
moved to the Henry Smith farm. Harlan and 
Floyd Weeks rented the Frank Jenkin’s section a 
few miles east of Eckville. 

Floyd Weeks met and married the former 
Blanch Harden of Raven, in June of 1926. When 
they were first married they lived in Freewater, 
Oregon, U.S.A., where Floyd was a car 
salesman. Returning to Eckville, later, they 
went farming on a C.P.R. quarter that Floyd’s 
parents had bought for seven dollars per acre. 

Floyd and Blanch were in the restaurant 
business in Okotoks, Alberta, during the oll boom 
in that area in 1937, and later managed the 
restaurant in Eckville. After selling thelr 
acreage at Eckville they moved to an apartment 
in Calgary. To be closer to relatives, however, 
they soon purchased a lovely home in Lacombe. 

Floyd took some of his early schooling in the 
old Eckville School on the northern outskirts of 
Eckville. 

Floyd and Blanch celebrated thelr Golden 
Wedding Anniversary in June of 1976, in 
Lacombe, with many friends and relatives pres- 
ent. Since their retirement they have enjoyed a 
bus tour to California, and they also enjoy gar- 
dening and their other hobbies. 


WEEKS, HARLAN 

Harlan, the elder son of Louis and Emma 
‘Weeks, was born in Pleasanton, Kansas, U.S.A. 
In 1899, In about 1921-1922 Harlan took teacher: 
training in Kansas. In his early years he taught 
at Red Raven, Alberta. After giving up teaching, 
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he and Cal Fletcher bought a section of land near 
Withrow, Alberta. 

Harlan married the former Grace Rathwell of 
the Rimbey area. To this union two daughters, 
Jean and Elleen, were born. Harlan passed away 
in February, 1974 of a heart attack, in Sidney, 
Nebraska, U.S.A. 





WEEKS, LOUIS AND EMMA 

In 1917 Louls and Emma Weeks and two 
young sons, Harlan and Floyd, left their home in 
Pleasanton, Kansas, U.S.A., accompanied by 
another young man by the name of Cal Fletcher. 
‘They came to Sylvan Lake, by train in the spring 
of 1917. Travelling in those days was a challenge, 
with the sloughs full of water, corduroy roads, 
many wire gates and a strange land with which 
to become acquainted. The Weeks family stayed 
with their cousins, the Earl Fitch family, until 
locating on a farm near Eckville. Their farm was 
known as the Brown farm and later became the 
‘Tom Smith farm. Louls and Emma Weeks lived 
on that farm until the farm house burned down. 
‘They lost everything they owned, including the 
pork barrel, which, in today’s language, would 
mean the deep freeze and all its contents. After 
the fire Mr. and Mrs. Weeks moved in with thelr 
sons, Harlan and Floyd, who were then farming 
the Frank Jenkin's farm. 

Cattle driving was a big event in the early 
days, and the Weeks family had their share of 
this, Hauling cattle by truck was unheard of, but 
two or three men on horseback and a wagon 
leading the way, loaded with feed, would lead off 
the procession headed for market, which would 
generally be Red Deer. They would get as far as 
the Half-way House, on the west side of Sylvan 
Lake, where there was a rest stop and the cattle 
were fed and watered. By this time a rest was in 
order for both man and beast In preparation for 
the final lap of the Journey to Red Deer the next 
day. 

In 1925 Mr. and Mrs. Weeks and Floyd 
returned to Pleasanton, Kansas, Later, Floyd 
returned to Alberta. Mr. and Mrs. Weeks Sr. 
made many trips back to ‘Alberta in their Dodge 
touring car to visit their sons and wives. They 
both passed away In Pleasanton, Kansas. 


MR. AND MRS. ED WICKSTROM 

‘Mr. and Mrs, Ed Wickstrom lived in Eckville 
in 1919-1920. Ed managed a garage business. 
‘They have one son, Lawrence. The Wickstroms 
moved to Snohomish, Washington, U.S.A., where 
Ed was in the building business. 

Ed passed away at Snohomish. Mrs. 
Wickstrom, who was 88 years of age in 1977, is 
still living in Washington. Their son Lawrence is 
married and lives near his mother. 


THE JACK WILLIAMS FAMILY — by May 
‘lliams 

Jack Williams, with his wife, May, and nine- 
year-old daughter, Edith, arrived in the Eckville 








area on August 24, 1952. They spent some months 
on the John Smith and later on the John Maki 
farms west of town. 

In July, 1954 they moved to town when May 
went to work at the Eckville Bakery, then rented 
by Norm Forhan. Later she worked in Forhan’s 
Dry Goods Store for ten years. 

Jack unloaded coal for the Atlas Lumber 
‘Company and later for the Searle Elevator Com- 
pany. He also did general draying and odd jobs 
around town, as well as beaver trapping in the 
spring and fall. Incidentally, at the age of 82 
years, Jack is still trapping, although on a lesser 
‘sale. 

May has worked part-time in the public 
brary in Eckville for the past ten years. This, 
along with the sewing which she does for many of, 
the ladies in and around Eckville, keeps her pret- 
ty busy, 

Edith attended school at Eckville through 
Grade 11, She then went to work at a branch of 
the Royai Bank in Calgary during the summer 
holidays. When school reopened in the fall she 
decided to continue with her job. In April, 1963 
she married Dick Cieski, formerly of Sexsmith, 
Alberta. After her marriage she worked in the 
Royal Bank in Didsbury. They have two sons — 
Ricky, born in August, 1964 and Michael, born in 
December, 1965. ‘They are presently living in 
Calgary after having been in Toronto, Stettler, 
Calgary and Edmonton. 

Jack was born at Moosomin, Saskatchewan, 
but moved to the LeRoy area at the age of 15 
years. Some years later he moved into the town 
of LeRoy where he had many occupations, in- 
cluding operating a meat market, fur buyer, un- 
dertaker, veterinary work and buying livestock. 
During his last five years at LeRoy he ran the 
U.G.G. elevator and sold Case farm machinery 
in addition to handling the B.A. bulk oil sales. 

May was born at LacVert, Saskatchewan, and 
went to LeRoy in the late 1920's, May and Jack 
were married in June, 1940 and lived in LeRoy 
until moving to the farm at White Fox in July, 
1842. Edith was born in the Nipawin hospital in 
December, 1942. 

In the fall of 1948 we sold the farm and moved 
to the town of Nipawin where we lived until com- 
ing to Eckville in 1952, 


YEO, STAN AND ESTHER — by Esther Yeo 

Stan and Esther Yeo came to Eckville in the 
fall of 1944, from Sylvan Lake where he had a 
barber shop in the poolroom. His Eckville shop 
was also in a poolroom run by Mr. Thompson at 
that time. Stan just couldn't quite decide which 
he'd rather do — play pool or barber. But, of 
course, he had to make a living for his family of 
three; one girl, Nona and two boys, Wesley and 
Terry. 

We built the house where Mrs. Kelm now 
lives and also a small house at the back of the lot 
formy mother, Mrs. Strid, which now serves as a 
garage. Incidentally, our garage was bullt for 








next to nothing. Stan had hired Eric and Jack 
Bardenhagen, aiso a couple of others to put in the 
foundation. After paying them for the job, Eric 
suggested some pool. Less than one hour later, 
Stan had recovered their wages. Eric said that 
was the last time he was working for Stan. 

‘We spent seven years in Eckville before mov. 
ing to Fort Saskatchewan where we purchased 
another barbershop. We are retired now but Stan 
still haunts the poolroom, only now it is in the 
Pioneer Home. We thoroughly enjoyed our years 
in Eckville and it’s wonderful community spirit. 

Going back to the Fort Saskatchewan district 
was like going back home to us as Stan was born 
at Gibbons, Alberta only a few miles away from 
the Fort, July 22, 1910 and I was born at 
Camrose, September 17, 1915. We were married 
at Gibbons, October 30, 1933 and farmed for his 
dad until the fall of 1939, when we left and Stan 
took up barbering. His first shop was at Sex. 
smith, Alberta where we stayed two and a half 
years before coming to Sylvan Lake. 

‘Our daughter is married with a family of five 
and resides in Edmonton, Wesley is married 
with four children and works at Dow Chemical 
training supervisors. Terry is single and works 
at the FMC, Plant at Squamish, British Colum- 

a. 


ZALESKI, FRANK AND NANNIE 

Frank’ Zaleski and Nannie Kasper were 
married in 1938. For a number of years they 
lived two and a half miles northwest of Eckville 
on NE 29-393 W5, 

‘This is where their children were born; 
James in June, 1999, passed away October 1952, 

‘Twins Darwin and Dallas were born October 
1, 1940. 

Darwin married Irene Moyer of Nanton in 
1962. They have three sons Randy, Rodney and 
Ricky. Darwin, Irene and family live in Calgary 
where Darwin works for Firestone. 

Dallas married Lorraine Scott of Innisfail, 
They have a son Danny. Dallas passed away in 

William was born June 27, 1954. Bill married 
Kathryn Anderson in March, 1976. They reside in 
the Saima district on the SW 32-39-2.Ws, 

Frank and Nannie now live on SE 4-39.3 W5, 
two and a half miles south of Eckville, 


ZALESKI, LEO AND SALOMA 
‘Leo Zaleski was born in Poland in 1884. He im- 
migrated to Canada in 1903, working In Nova 
Scotia before coming west to work in mines in 
British Columbia and Alberta. In 1909 he 
married Saloma Muryn at Michei. 
Saloma was born in 1885 in Lithuania. 
agi dele first child Felix was born at Michelin 
‘The family moved to a homestead in the Leaf- 
land district in 1911. This is where their sec- 
ond son Frank was born in 1916. Leo decided to 
sell out and move the family to the Gilby district 








Leo and Ssloms Zalesi's wedding picture. 


NE 34-3-40W5 In 1920. This is where their 
daughter Leitha was born. Leo was a cattle and 
hog buyer in the area for many years. In 1933 the 
Zaleski’s moved to a farm two and a half miles 
northwest of Eckville. Later moving to the 
former Charlie Schuneman place on Number 11 
highway. 

Felix married Emma Maki in 1934 and passed 
away in July 1939. 

Frank married Nannie Kasper in 1938. They 
had four boy’ 

Leitha married Ralph Kingsep in 1945. They 
have a son Ellis born in May of 1947. Leitha and 
Ellis reside in Los Angeles, California. 

Leo passed away in 1947 and Saloma in 1959. 
They are buried in the Eckville cemetery. 





‘THE SAGA OF THE T. EATON MAIL ORDER 
CATALOGUE 

‘With our shopping malls and'super highways, 
speedy transportation spelled the end of the T. 
Eaton mail order catalogue. 

Little did we think, back in the early 1900's, 
and 1920's and even the 1930's, that there would 
ever be an end to the brown paper rolled Eaton 
Catalogue. Excitement among the young ladies 
reigned much higher over the arrival of the 





Spring and Fall Eaton’s Catalogue than any so- 
Journ to a modern shopping plaza. 

‘No book in any household was more carefully 
scrutinized, criticized, adored and planned with 
than the T. Eaton Catalogue. Many a child cut 
pictures to identify Dick and Jane and learned 
the names of household articles, furniture and 
machinery from Eaton’s Catalogue. 

It furnished the window through which the 
fashion-conscious could study styles created in 
the large, far-away cities of New York, Montreal 
and Paris. 

‘When the catalogue was finally read until the 
covers were off and a new one had arrived, the 
time came for more practical use by relegating 
it for the purpose of a hot pan stand, door stop 
and even to the little house out back, where it 
was given a final reading. 

But, in 1975 the catalogue met its demise, and 
no longer is the excitement of the Fall and 
Winter and the Spring and Summer Catalogue 
creating its usual pleasure in homes across the 
country. 


REMEMBER WHEN? 
Remember when? 
. ... the water pail was always empty and the 
“slop” pail full. 
the house was full of the acrid smell of 
kindling toasting in the oven. 
washing the lamp chimneys, trimming 
wicks and filling the lamps with coal oil was a 
daily chore. 
the happy hum of the portable wood saw 
turned poles into symmetrical blocks. 
- .. You matched wits with the old turkey 
hen cunningly hiding her nest. 
the largest “green” block of wood that 
the air-tight could consume, still didn’t keep the 
water pail from freezing on a cold winter’s night, 
the cream was always too fresh or too 
old, too thick or too thin, too warm or too cold, so 
hours of cranking or dashing were necessary to 
persuade the butter to form, 
the smoky, oily smell of a lantern being 
lit meant it was evening milking time. 
the tar build-up In the chimney and stove 
pipes resulted in the terrifying roar of a chimney 
fire. 














the frost painted dainty pictures on the 
window pane, followed, as the cold deepened, by 
a heavy slab of ice with a small peek-hole made 
by the impression of a warm thumb. 

the three hours boiling in the copper 
wash boiler so meat, chicken and vegetables 
could proudly take their place beside the rows of 
fruit, jams and jellies on the cellar shelf. 

the endless task of keeping the wood box 
full and the ash pan empty. 

. . . the fear of falling down the well, as ice 
built up when the bucket sloshed, as you pulled 
and pulled with ice-caked mittens to satisfy 
thirsty cows. 


















































you thought nothing of walking several 
miles to visit a neighbor, 

- you clustered the “‘sad irons” under the 
cast iron frying pan on the hot wood stove, while 
you tackled that mountainous pile of ironing. 

. the word “baby-sitter” hadn't been 
coined. 

the skinned knuckles, aching back and 
sprained wrists meant you had spent hours over 
the wash board scrubbing those heavy work 
clothes. 

you made a “sponge” by crumbling a 
yeast cake into the warm potato water and added 
flour — tomorrow was bread-baking day. 

. you stuck your hand into the crock and 
the cold goo, called water glass, to collect an egg, 
for baking. 

‘a carelessly open trap door, situated in 
the kitchen floor and leading to the cellar, proved 
a hazard to the unwary. 

- the low-lying blanket of smoke from the 
smudge brought relief from the clouds of mos- 
quitoes to man and animal alike. 

. . the cozy feel of the crackling wood fire 
and the sound of the kettle softly singing brought 
contentment on a blustery night. 

. the togetherness of a family grouped 
around the kitchen table, sharing the same lamp, 
yet each doing his own thing. 

the favorite rocking chair was pre- 
empted by the family cat. 

you pried the clothes pins loose and 
carried ‘the bed sheets like plywood into the 
warmth of the kitchen to thaw. 

- handicraft meant knitting mittens ana 
socks or ripping up a still usable garment to 
make junior a new outfit 

half grown chickens paraded around in. 
decently feathered — the result of years of poor 
breeding stock. 

.. the only sight more welcome than the 
threshing rig arriving was seeing It leaving 

you tried desperately to trap that little 


















grey mouse before his children and children’s 
children overran the house. 
- it wasn’t unusual to see a team of oxen 

pulling a wagon, 

the nearest barber was a friend down the 
road, or, worse still, you let your wife hack at It, 

the hot bricks were carefully transferred 
from the glowing coals to the drawers of the 
“foot warmer”, which, tucked under the buffalo 
robe, kept toes cozy on the long cutter ride. 

the meat deep freeze was a bin of oats. 

you listened with apprehension to the 
clicks and assorted sound of radios, clocks and 
children — there goes my private talk on the par- 
ty line. 

watching the calves reach out long necks 
to touch the wire, then recoil with a snort — the 
electric fence was working. 

- . . you Were about to light the gas lamp but 
found a small pile of white ash. Who broke the 
mantle this time? 

... tinkering and fixing the crystal set and 
finaliy hearing a distant voice. 

the very warm spot in bed in that cold up- 
stairs room, where the oven-heated rock had 
rested, 





the breath-taking smell of lye and rancid 
fat meant soap-making. 

. a sturdy cardboard box tied with binder 
twine did duty as a suitcase. 

- ._. the long binder whip served the dual pur- 
pose as an ideal fishing pole as well as a horse 
persuader. 

. . the bobsleigh piled high with blue-green 
blocks’ of ice from the lake and hauled and 
packed in sawdust for next summer's refrigera- 
tion, 


the tattered gunny sack attached to old 
Dobbin's bridle provided a bit of relief from nose 
flies. 

a young visitor from the city, returning 
from the ‘“two-holer” out back, excitedly an- 


nounced, “Daddy, they have double plumbing 
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Alhambra 


‘THE EARLY HISTORY OF ALHAMBRA 

‘The Alhambra District, taking in 39-W5, was 
not completely surveyed until 1906 and it was not, 
until years after this that the district was named. 
It was generally allowed at that time that the 
country alongside and west of Horseguard Creek 
was a no good tamarack swamp and muskeg that 
never would be any good for farming. 

However, people were flocking into the west, 
all classes of them, and the district got its full 
quota of kinds and varieties. The majority of 
them spoke English — with variations, of course, 

John Jones of Ontario, his brother Griff of 
Ohio and Tom Butler of Ontario came in 1905 and 
built a log eabin on Tom’s quarter. All three had 
filed on the same section — 20-39, just north of 
the future site of Alhambra, but they had to 
return the next year to file on it legally when it 
was open for homesteading and they did return! 
In March 1906 came the Byram family from 
England and homesteaded just south'of Alham- 
bra. That same year the Helge Lund family and 
Ole Lund came and took up land in township 38, 
now known as Horseguard. The following year 
the Iver Lund family arrived and homesteaded 
there too. Also the J. P. Hicks family and the 
Barretts came about the same time. In 1907, Dan 
Sutherland, Alex McQueen and Donald Tolmie 
took homesteads on section 6-39, and Jack 
Davies filed on his homestead that same year. In 
1908 when John Kerr homesteaded his land these 
settlers were here: Jim Scott, Wm. Cooper, 
Harry Weller, Mrs. Walker, Mr. and Mrs. 
McClure, and'E. Roberts. Early in 1909 Mr. 
Patterson and his son, Frank, took up land. The 
Raynar brothers, Gust and’ Austin, had land 
along the bank of the Horseguard’ and were 
among the first to settle there. 

J. Kerr's first winter as a’ homesteader, in 
1908, was spent in company with D. Sutherland 
and D. Tolmie. They all stayed in Sutherland's 
shack. Towards spring tobacco and some other 
necessities ran short, so Tolmie and Kerr 
decided to walk to Leslieville. They had heard 
that there was such a place about seven miles 
northeast of them. So they plotted the course by 
the sections on a map and made a beeline for that 
place. Somehow or other their calculations were 
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out; they ate their lunch on top of the butte where 
later Campbell School was built. After seriously 
considering the situation, they decided they must 
have passed Leslieville. So they veered 
southeast a little bit and thelr conclusions proved 
correct for there was Leslieville down on the east 
bank of Lobstick Creek. It was a good sized 
frame building. The storekeeper's name was 
Bureau at that time. 

Bill and Charlie Farquharson, Andy Lennan, 
the Pollitt family, father and two sons, Jack and 
‘Tom, took up land in the summer of 1909 and by 
1910, Gust Nylander. Wm. Cruickshank came 
about that time and shortly after came the Max- 
well, Rutherford and Miller families, the E. G. 
Larson and Cochrane families. The Bogues, the 
Askerbergs and the Braithwaltes, the Pells and 
‘Joe Barbie and W. J. Little came that year, also 
the Luyekfassels, though by that time (1911) 
most of the free land had been taken up. 

For some years before our first settlers came, 
the Alberta Central Railway Co. had a charter to 
build a railway west of Red Deer but nothing had 
been done about it, but since the charter had 
been renewed rumours of a railway and where it 
could go through were the common topics of con- 
versation at that time. One thing they were all 
agreed on and that was that the railway would 
have to be built along the ridges — so thought the 
homesteaders, but the engineers when building 
the road thought quite differently and in lots of 
Places it is built across deep muskeg. 

‘There was great excitement among the 
settlers when it became known that a survey par- 
ty was working west from Red Deer and when a 
straight line of surveyers’ stakes was run across 
Kerr's homestead in 1909 the railway was prac- 
tically assured them. The Railway Co, paid the 
huge sum of $10 an acre for the right of way, but 
so delighted were the settlers at the prospect of 
the railway that they could have had it for 
nothing at the time! 

Prospects of the railway brought other 
settlers into the west country surrounding 
Kerr's. L. Cooper came in 1909, also the Walsh 
brothers, Bob and George and about the same 
time came the MacDonald family, A. L. 
‘MacDonald, well known among the Scottish peo- 














ple as the “'Chief”. The von Hollen families Fred, 
Herman, Carl and shortly afterwards Henry 
came from across the border and settled south of 
Alhambra a few miles and so did F. E. Lessing. 
Very few of the settlers who came into the dis 
trict had money enough to fit themselves out 
with farm stock and implements. In the first few 
years horses that were brought into the district 
id not do well; the disease known as swamp 
fever was very prevalent then and there seemed 
to be no cure for it. A good yoke of oxen was con- 
sidered the best bet and a lot of the land was 
broken with oxen the first few years. 

In the “proving up" process of a homestead 
the aspiring landowner usually arrived with a 
grubstake sufficient to last several months at a 
time but despite his best efforts to make supplies 
eke out there were always some necessities such 
as tobacco, matches, beans or syrup running out. 
In this event a trip'to Evarts had to be under: 
taken. It was courteous and proper to inform the 
neighbors that such a trip was contemplated so 
that the outgoing letters and a list of their re- 
quirements from the store could be collected. 
‘Thus was built up a very friendly intercourse 
between the settlers for many miles around. 
Many and varied were the experiences that 
could be told about the long bad roads and mud 
holes that had to be encountered on the way to 
the nearest store, or on the trip to the town of Red 
Deer. This part of the country was wet in those 
early times and there was not much difficulty in 
getting a plentiful supply of water. There was a 
lot of freighting in consequence of the railway 
being under construction at that time and with 
the prolonged wet weather and the heavy traffic 
the roads were completely cut to pieces and on 
many of the worst places a detour around hills 
and through bush and willows had to be made. 
Hay wire, an axe and a logging chain were stan- 
dard equipment in the wagon box when on the 
trail, 

Mr. Robert Smith and the family came to the 
distrit in 1912. He had been used to rain and wet 
weather, having farmed for many years in 
Scotland. The two older boys had come to this 
country the year before to make some 
preparations for the arrival of the rest of the 
family. Mr. and Mrs. John Leslie came to the 
country with the Smiths in 1912. Mr. and Mrs. R. 
Reid arrived from Scotland in 1911. Mrs. Reid 
had three brothers with homesteads in this 
neighborhood. Fred Mushka came in 1913. 

Work was commenced on building the Alberta 
Central Railway in the summer of 1909. A grand 
ceremony was staged, at Red Deer when the 
then Prime Minister, Sir Wilfred Laurier, drove 
the first spike. 

‘Camps were established at different points 
along the route between Red Deer and Rocky 
‘Mountain House, and the settlers sold their cows 
to the camp for beef and went to work on the 
building of the grade, with their teams or 
without. The whole district west began to 




















‘osper. Different townsites were plotted and es- 
tablished along the route, including Alhambra. 

‘There was lots of work, company and excite 
ment when the railway was under construction, 
The right of way to the Saskatchewan River was 
cleared. There was a big camp at the 
Horseguard Creek and another at the 
Saskatchewan River where the company had an 
office and cache at the old townsite. 

‘Teams hauled in baled hay and supplies of all 
kinds, including cement for the piers of the 
bridge across the river. The muskegs west were 
corduroyed with tree trunks with spruce bush on 
top, so it was a hive of industry until the road was 
completed. The most popular and most sought 
after man of the Alberta Central Railway was 
‘Mr. Ed Hogg of Red Deer who was paymaster, 

‘The building of the Alberta Central Railway 
was spread over four years and it was August 
1914 when the first passenger train came from 
Red Deer. The hamlet of “Alhambra” began to 
grow. There 1s good reason to believe that 
Alhambra was named by the president of the 
Alberta Central Railway, Mr. John T. Moore. 
Perhaps Mr. Moore connecting his own family 
name with the ancient Moores and their palace 
of splendor in Spain, “‘the Alhambra”, suggested 
the name. Thus there is Alhambra in Alberta, 
about 16 miles east of Rocky Mountain House, 
and 45 miles west of Red Deer. After the railway 
was completed in 1914 many of the settlers made 
their living by shipping out posts, props, lumber 
and firewood. A big business was carried on 
from this polnt for a number of years. 











Pos yard in Albambra, 1921-1922. 


‘Mr. Adams moved a building from his farm 
and opened a store and a post office. He was the 
first post master. Horseguard was the post office 
name until 1916. Mr. Perry built a two story log 
stopping house. It was fashioned of dry wind fall 
logs with moss stuffed in between and was roofed 
with poles, moss and tar paper. The first 
storekeeper did not stay in business very long. 
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Main Stet, Aambra, 1920. 


Messrs. Bisset and Snarie had the store and stop- 
ping house for a time. A community hall and 
store underneath was built in 1920 and Mr. Chas. 
Raine rented the store part of the building from 
1920 to 1924. That was the most prosperous period 
in the history of the hamlet. Mr. Emmerson took 
over the post office and opened a store. He and 
Mr. Raine bought post, props and firewood from 
the settlers and enormous quantities were 
shipped from here! The hamlet was growing! 
‘There were two general stores, a dry goods 
store, a drug store, a butcher shop, a dry hotel, a 
harness shop, a pool room and a barber shop and 
a blacksmith shop. A disastrous fire in 1924 
cleaned out a lot of these places. Mr. Raine’s 
business practically collapsed after the fire. The 
common reason, he gave too much credit and got 
too little cash. 

World War I was already taking its toll from 
every district in Canada and Alhambra district 
was no exception. Recorded here are the names 
of those brave fellows who left this district and 
served overseas at the call of King and Country. 
Some returned not much the worse for their 
terrible experience, some returned wounded and 
in poor health, and some found soldiers’ graves 
in Flanders Fields. The names of the men given 
below were not all from this neighborhood. 


Len Patterson - Wounded 

W. J. Little - Killed 

J. Rooke 

J. McBeth 

J. Leslie 

Wm. Cochrane 

H. Hicks - Killed in 
action 

T, Byram - Wounded 

P. Luyckfassel 

E, Hart 
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R. Miller 

N. Eastman 

W. Stockwell 

W. McLellan - Killed 

L. Patterson - Killed 

J: MacDonald - Died of 

W. R. Walsh - Gassed 

W. E. Goold 

F. G. Patterson 

C. Smith 

D. Blair 

J. W. Cochrane M. M. 
and D. C. M. 

T. Pollitt 

A. Goold 

H. Redmond 

J. Smith - Canadian Navy 

Fritz von Hollen 

C, Lachmund 

N. Macdonald 

D. Fagg - Wounded 

J. Mitehell - won M. M. 

Bert Avery 

R. Speedie 


By 1919 the soldiers were returning from 
overseas, The Soldiers Settlement Board was 
buying land for the returned men and land 
values increased. The Peace celebration after 
the war was held at the Byram farm on July 26, 
1919. The celebration took on the form of a picni¢ 
and sports day and was a huge success with a 
large attendance from the surrounding districts, 

Many well known family names around here 
can date thelr association with Alhambra to the 
period after the war, and in fact, in the early 
“twenties”. The Bradshaws (who had already 
homesteaded near Pitcox, the Scotts, the 
Dicksons, the Farringtons, the Chevalliers, the 











Catlings, Mrs. Mushka and daughter and many 
others ail had a part in the development of our 
district. 

‘The ‘flu epidemic in 1918 took its heavy toll 
from this neighborhood too and there was an out- 
break of smallpox which was alarming but not so 
fatal 

‘The Alhambra School District was es: 
tablished March 25, 1913, Mr. W. Bogue was 
Senior Trustee. Authorization was given 
November 11, 1914 to borrow the sum of $1200 for 
‘the purpose of purchasing a school site, building 
and equipping a school house. The Treasurer 
was Mr, J. R. Kerr. Approval was given July 5, 
1915 for a school site selected by the Board of 
‘Trustees of the Alhambra School District, 
situated 375 yards north from the southeast cor: 
ner of the NE-8-39-5-W5. In 1914 a school was 
opened In a temporary log house a mile south of 
the hamlet. Mrs. Ralph Patterson was the first 
teacher. Messrs. Bogue, Larson, Byram and 
Kerr formed the school board. It'was not until 
1916 that the new school was opened. Mrs. H. 
Brown was the first teacher. The school house 
was now the center of the social and community 
life, Parties, dances and religious services were 
all held in the school. The first Dominion Day 
picnic was held at the school grounds in 1916. The 
School trustees were in charge of the event at 
first. Besides a real community plenic there was 
a big variety of events for young and old, in. 
cluding horse racing, a harness race, and even a 
“Best Baby” show with the two bachelor 
farmers acting as judges. A blg dance and some 
fireworks at night completed the day. 

‘The prosperity lasted until about 1921 when 
prices started to level off. The winter of 1919-1920 
was long and the snow was deep and it was about 
the middle of May before the snow finally went. 
Feed was very scarce. Tough wheat bundles off 
railway cars sold at Alhambra for 25¢ each. All 
the old straw stacks and straw roofs were used 
for feed. In the spring cattle were a good price 
yet but by the following fall the bottom had fallen 
out of the market. The hide of an animal in the 
spring was worth as much as the whole carcas in 
‘he fail. By 1928 the Depression was here and the 
“hungry 30's” which followed will be well 
remembered by all but the younger generation 
and just for thelr information here are some of 
the prices for farm produce at that time. Hogs, 
live welght, four cents a pound; cattle propor- 
tionately low; cream, 11 cents a pound butterfat; 
wheat down’ to 25 cents a bushel; oats, four 
cents; eggs, four cents a dozen; wool, four cents 
‘a pound, The Depression was attributed to over 
production. 

Some of the missionaries of the different 
religious denominations who visited the district 
were: Mr. Heaven, an Anglican clergyman; Mr. 
Gorie, a young Presbyterian student who came 
in 1914; after the war there was the Rev. Alex- 
ander, Mr. Joe Stone, a student, Rev. W. G. 
Brown, Rev. Hjortaas of the Lutheran congrega- 











tion and the Rev. McKechnie, the blind minister 
who was very well known over a large track of 
country west of Red Deer. 

‘There was a goodly number of Scottish people 
associated with this district from the earliest 
years. The Scottish folk and many of their 
friends made merry and “‘Chiet” MacDonald's 
place on New Year’s Day. It was an annual event 
of importance for years. The Scottish people 
organized a Burns’ Club in 1921 and held their 
first Burns’ supper at Mr. Alex Rutherford’s 
house. This was an annual event but the uncer- 
tainty and severity of the weather was a deterr- 
ing factor. On an especially cold twenty-fifth the 
haggis froze solid in the Alhambra hall. 

Prosperity did not come easy to this district; 
the land was too hard to clear, but there was 
satisfaction in taming the wilderness. A piece of 
new breaking was always of the utmost interest, 
not only to the owner, but also to his neighbors. 
Despite the discouragements of hail storms, 
frost and unfavorable weather the district had 
developed generally and there were some 
wonderful crops of hay, oats, wheat, barley and 
potatoes grown here. In1936, Mr. F. G. Patterson 
gained honor for himself and renown for the dis 
trict when he won second prize for Garnet wheat 
at Toronto Royal. The following year John and 
Leonard Sande, in the Beaver Flat district won 
first and second for oats at Toronto. This from 
the country out west, which was considered by 
many to be ano good kind of place where it froze 
every night of the year. 

‘Mr. Kerr says in closing that no doubt some 
who well deserve to be mentioned were forgotten 
but they were not left out intentionally. 

Special acknowledgement is made to Edith 

(Kerr) Peel for her kind permission to use 

excerpts from the publication, "Other Days 

and Other Ways” — Being the Early 

History of Alhambra — written by her 

father, the late John R. Kerr. 





ALHAMBRA SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2930 

‘The Alhambra School District was es. 
tablished March 25, 1913 comprising of the 
following lands: Section 3-10 and 15-18 in 39-5 WS. 
Mr. W. Bogue of Pitcox, Alberta was Senior 
‘Trustee. 

Authorization was given November 11, 1914 to 
borrow the sum of $1200 for the purpose of 
purchasing a school site, building and equipping 
school house. The Treasurer was Mr. J. R. 
Kerr of Piteox, Alberta. 

‘Approval was given July 5, 1915 for a school 
site selected by the Board of Trustees of the 
Alhambra School District, situated 375 yards 
north from the southeast corner of the NE-$-39.5- 
Ws. 

‘The sum of $500 was borrowed June 28, 1926 
for the purpose of building a 10 foot extension to 
the present school. The Treasurer was Mr. J. R. 
Kerr of Alhambra. 

Although the Alhambra School District was 














(Grade VI students at Albambra, 1924. L. to R: Will Smith, 
Josephine Luyektasel, Margaret Scot, Jessie and’ Annie Ki 





organized in 1912 and established in 1913 it was 
nof until 1914 that a school was opened in a tem. 
porary log house on the Davidson place a mile 
south of the hamlet. Mrs. Ralph Patterson was 
the first teacher. She boarded with the Kerrs and 
Mrs. Kerr looked after young Len, aged 10 
months. On weekends they went back to their 


The new Albambra School was bul in 1948. Grades 1 to 6 with 
F. Hauser, teacher. Back row: Malachy Waters, Richard Nice, 
‘Auan Addy, Angus Cochrane, Clayton Patton, Burnie McGhee 
Maurice Medeski, Johnay Watters erty Wait, Nel Grand, 
David Peterson. Fourth row: Edvard Mushka, Een Wulff, ase 
Morense, Vitginia Farigton, Myrde Siolings, Doreen Patton, 
Marjorie Bradshaw, Mist Frances Hauser. "Thisd row: Shirley 





own home, three miles away. Schoolroom 
howlers were common then too. One young boy 
had a seat near the window and was perhaps 
more interested in things outside the school than 
in it; he informed the teacher, “Here comes 
another kid” — the teacher corrected him — 
“You mustn’t say ‘kid’, you must say ‘child’, so 
profiting by this lesson he announced the next 
arrival thus: “Please teacher, here's two childs 
coming”. 

It was not until 1916 that the new school was 
opened. Mrs. H. Brown was the first teacher. 
Other teachers were: Mrs. Kate Ludwig, Miss 
Isobel Thackery, Miss R. Foss, Mrs. E. A. 
Patterson, Miss T. Crawford, Miss M. W. Clark, 
Mr. J. A. Moir, Miss M. E. Thorpe, Miss White, 
Mr. J. W. Hicks, Miss M. Hango, Alma (Sande) 
Sunde, Miss W. Stagg, Miss A. Kennedy, Mrs, A. 
Stollings, Margaret '(Stelfox) Scott, Mrs. F. 
Fleming, Miss Doris Hall, Miss F. Hauser, M. 
Murdock, M. Martz, Mrs. MeCann, Mr. 
‘MacFarlane, Mr. Curlo, Mr. and Mrs. H. Smith, 
‘Mr. J. Gregorash 

In 1945 a new two room school was built. Dur- 
ing the four previous years a vacant L-shaped 
house in the hamlet had been used as a 
classroom as the school population had in. 
creased. Then a third classroom became 











MeDonell, Coral Peteron, Delores Olson, June Harts, Sitey 
Paisley, Edna Larson, Viola Wulff, Helen Granlund, Roth Bonde 
Second row: Bobby Pollit, Andy Patton, Helen Slings, Joyce 
GGranlund, Alice MeGhee, Jean Wilson, Margaret Liebis, unknown, 
Joan Faringion, unknown. Fst row: Dennis Nien, Nels Bonde, 
Lary Harris, unknowa, Vernon. Licbig, bbe Mortensen, Roy 
Waitt 








necessary so another school was moved in and 
also a teacherage was built. This school and 
teacherage were later sold. The two room school 
was closed in 1964 and the children were bused to 
Leslieville School and David Thompson High. 
‘The Alhambra Community bought the school 
from the Rocky Mountain School Division No. 15. 
‘The Community has recently sold the school 
house, 


ALHAMBRA 

‘This book deals with Alhambra 
From its very earliest day; 

From trek with stubborn oxen 

‘To V8 and Chevrolet. 

‘The month the Great War started 
Brought to us our first train, 

‘And with it men departed 

Midst many tears and pain. 

A log shack served the purpose 

Of a temporary abode, 

Until they bullt the schoolhouse 

At the corner of the road. 

‘The hamlet near the station 

With a stopping house began, 

It was built by Mr, Perry 

On a very simple plan, 

Soon a store was added 

‘And filled with all things nice 

Where you could take your surplus eggs 
And trade for prunes and rice, 

Many days have passed since then 
‘Twenty years or more, 

And now you buy your groceries 

‘At H. von Hollen’s Store. 

If you should want some medicine 
Or lotion for your face, 

Then you must walk across the street, 
‘To Mrs. Lessing's place. 

If your disk or plow needs fixing 

To C. Frasier you must g 

He'll fix it cheaply while you wait, 
He's neither rough nor slow. 

Miss Scott is our postmistress 

And her patience does not fail, 
‘Though you may be a little late 

In going for your mail. 

And if you want to sell some grain 
‘Then go to C. H. Gill, 

He'll grade it fairly, give you cheques 
‘That will your bankbook fill. 

Fred Mushka Is the section boss, 
Has been here many years, 

If in his charge you leave your cream 
‘Then you need have no fears. 

Wm. Farquharson Is the shipper 
Of your long bacon hog, 

On Wednesdays he’s always there 
In rain or snow or fog. 
‘The hall in this community 
Is near the softball ground, 

















And though a little out of town 
Is very easily found. 

Miss Sande is our teacher 
And she takes every care, 
And urges all to do their best 
For Leslieville School Fair. 


By EDITH KERR, Grade 8, 1935. Edith is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Kerr. Each verse 
was composed to describe a picture she had 
taken. She won first prize for this poem at the 
Leslieville School Fair, September, 1936. 





‘The month the Great War started Brought to us our fit tain, 
‘And with itmen departed, Midst many tears and pain 





‘A Jog shack served the purpose Of a temporary abode Until they 
bul he Schoolhouse At the comer ofthe roa. 





Many days have passed since then Twenty years of more, And 
now you buy your groceriet At H, von Hollen’ Store, 


‘And if you want to sell some grain Then go t0 the CH. Gil, 
He'l grade If fay, give you cheques, That wil il your Bankbook. 


If you should want some medicine Or lotion for your fac, 
‘Teen you must walk acrost the stzeet To Mrs, Lessing's place 


Fred Mushka isthe section boss, Has been here many years 
IF in his charge you leave your cream Then you need have no Teas. 


If your disk of plow needs fixing To C. Frasier you must go 
eI Tee cheaply while You walt, He's nether rough nor slow. 


Wim. Farguharson isthe shipper Of your long bacon hog. On 
‘Wednesday he's always there Intin or sow of fg, 


Mis Scott is our postmistess And her patience does not fal The hall in the community Is near the softball ground, And 
‘hough you may bea ltl ate In going for your mal though a ite out of town Ts very easly found 








ALHAMBRA IN 1937 — by Bertha Granlund 

‘When we were married two stores were 
situated here, one operated by Mrs. Lessing who 
also was a Notary Public, and the other store 
operated by Henry von Hollen whose daughter, 
Violet Wulff, now’ operates the store. Margaret 
Scott was the postmistress. The garage was 
operated by Charles Frasier. Sunday School was 
held at the Frasier home. The elevator agent was 
Charlie Gill. There was a hog buying station and 
stockyards. The hog buyer was William (Bill) 
Farquharson. The trainmen picked up cream 
cans and delivered them to Red Deer. There was 
a community hall. Both high school and public 
school were taught which kept the young ones on 
a learning schedule. 

‘These have all changed. The schools are cen- 
tralized. One store, the post office and the hall 
are still here, the elevator, stockyards, station 
house, section house, tool sheds, garage, and the 
non-denominational church ‘gone with the good 
old days.” 








ALHAMBRA TODAY — (By Bert Smith) 

‘Alhambra_at one time was mostly pen. 
sioners: the Farquharson: ing, Mrs. 
Sininger, The Pollitts, the Mushkas, H. McClen- 
nan, Henry Lund, Mrs. Jones, The Fitches, Mrs. 
Chevallier, the ‘Chapmans, ‘and others. Now 
many young families have moved in; several 
trailers can be seen in the hamlet. The younger 
generation has taken over the duties in the com- 
munity and have done a wonderful job. The com 
munity hall has been renovated and given a new 
name — “Alhambra Community Centre”. It has 
a full sized basement large enough to cater to 
large crowds with its modern facilities — elec 
fricity, natural gas and running water. It has 
been a place for many large gatherings and will 
continue to be used. The young people should be 
congratulated for the long hours of work many of 
them have put in and will continue to do. 

‘The little church that was part of Alhambra 

been sold and moved to Condor. 

‘The two room school that was bullt in 1945 was 
closed in 1964. Alhambra Community bought the 
school from the Rocky Mountain School Division 
Number 15. The children are now bused to 
Leslieville School and David Thompson High 
School. 
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‘Open ar skating rink behind community hall 1940's and 1950's 
















BACKS, JIM FAMILY HISTORY — by Alta 
Backs 

Jim and I were raised in the Dog Pound and 
Bothel areas west of Crossfield. We were 
married in July, 1956, at which time Jim was 
working for the County of Mountain View. My 
maiden name was Williamson, 

In the fall of 1956 we moved to Three Hills 
where Jim went to work for General Petroleum, 
drilling. We had a trailer, so moving wasn't 
much of a job. Jim worked on the rig until 1959, 
moving all over the province from Valleyview to 
the Crows Nest Pass, 

‘A daughter, Kathleen Marie, was born to us 
on May 14, 1957, in the Didsbury hospital. In our 
travels we came to the Condor area and liked 
what we saw, We learned that Joe Cesonis 
wanted to sell his farm located north of Condor, 
so we purchased it in 1959. No one had lived there 
for eight years, so the house was in bad repair. 
‘The garden patch had trees and weeds head 
high. Clark and Martha Sloan wanted to rent 
their farm out, and since it was only about a mile 
from our place we rented it and moved into the 
house there. 

We had another daughter, Carol Lynn, on 
July 24, 1960, and a son, Keith William, on 
January 15, 1962. The last few days before Keith 
was born Jim spent his time going from the barn 
to check on a sow and then coming back to check 
on me. The sow had 18 pigs, and since she 
couldn't nurse them all at once, Jim got up every 
two hours to switch the pigs, putting nine in and 
taking nine out, Unfortunately, she saved only 
two of the pigs. 

We moved to our own farm in the fall of 1962, 
We had been working on the house while living on 
Sloan’s place. We applied for the power, but 
didn’t get it until February 1963. We had an alr- 
tight heater and a gas lamp we borrowed from 
my dad. The first night we spent there Jim and I 
were sitting by the heater reading and I com- 
mented on how cosy it was. Just then the lid on 
the heater started jumping up and down and the 
gas lamp spluttered a few times and went out! 
We lived without power for four months, so lived 
a little like the pioneers did. However, I went to 
Fay Jennings’ to wash clotnes—my pioneer in- 
stinct wasn’t strong enough to bring out the wash 
board! 

We lived on the farm four years, of which we 
were hailed out completely once and partially 
two other years. The storm that hailed our crops 
out completely came after a rainy spell, the sun 
came out for about two hours and then down 
came the hail. They were the size of golf balls 
and would hit the ground and bounce up again. 
It’s a helpless feeling to see your whole years’ 
gone in a few minutes! 

Jim worked out most winters to help make 
ends meet, until we sold our farm to Larry and 
Sharon David in April, 1967 and moved to 
Leslieville. He worked for McBrides at Benalto 
and then for Kidd Construction. We lived in 





Leslieville for two and a half years, untll the fall 
of 1968, when we purchased the Parker place, ap- 
proximately ten miles south of Leslieville. Jim 
continued to work for Kidd Construction, and 
twas made foreman. However, he felt that his Job 
was taking him away from home too much, and 
seemed to be consuming all of his time, so he got 
a job with the department of highways in 1974, 
where he is presently employed as a grader 
operator. We had rented the farm land out to Bill 
Von Hollen and Merle Cote. 

‘We had two more daughters—Patricla Anne, 
born on July 1, 1963 and Barbara Jean, born 
March 29, 1968” Our children attend school at 
Condor and David Thompson. Kathy graduated 
in June, 1975 and married Jack Holkestad from 
Rocky Mountain House in August, 1975. They 
reside in Rocky Mountain House, and Jack is 
employed at Aquitane gas plant. Kathy is a 
secretary at 1.G.A. 

We aitend Gaetz Catholle Chureh, where 1 
have taught catechism for the past elght years. 


THE GARRY BERT FAMILY 

Garry Bert first became familiar with the 
Alhambra area in 1970, when he became 
employed at Killick's Esso owned by Bernard 
Killick, He drove to work each morning from his 
parent's farm (Mr. and Mrs. Alex Bert) in the 
Dovercourt area. 

In December of 1971, he married Vicki Craw- 
ford, daughter of Bryan and June Crawford of 
Leslieville and together they set up housekeep- 
ing in a small rented house across from the ser- 
vice station, This lasted for three months, then 
they moved into the house adjoining the service 
station. In July of 1976, they purchased the Esso 
Station from Bernard Killick and changed the 
name to Bert’s Sales and Service. 


‘THE BILLETSKI FAMILY 

Walter and Helen Billetski moved to the 
Alhambra district on May Ist, 1971 along with 
their four children, Connie — 15, Anna — 14, 
‘Timothy — 3, and Martin — 1 year. 

Coming from Red Deer, they settled on the 
Watter's farm. (NW. 7-39-5-5) Walter worked for 
R. Angus Caterpillar and farmed part time. 

‘The oldest daughter, Connle, married Stanley 
Hubl on September 4, 1976. They are now living 
on the Hubl farm in the Eckville distriet. Anna 
finished high school at David Thompson and is, 
now at Red Deer College. 

‘The farm is pretty much the same except for 
a few of the old buildings and corrals being torn 
down. ‘The appearance of the house and barn 
haven't changed. 

In the spring of 1975 Walter and Helen 
separated, Walter moving to Fernie, British 
Columbia and Helen still living on the farm with 
the young boys. 

ELTON BOWNESS FAMILY 

Elton was born January 17, 1902, at Stanley 

Bridge, Prince Edward island. He came to 
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Alberta with his parents and two brothers, Willie 
and Cecil, in 1907 residing first at Morningside, 
Alberta. His dad decided to go homesteading so 
they went by covered wagon eastward to Naco, 
but spent that first winter in Castor. In the spring 
they moved back to the homestead staying there 
two years; then moved to Veteran and stayed 
there for about two years. Then they moved back 
west to Lacombe for a couple of years and then 
moved back to Morningside. From there they 
moved south and west to the Eagle Hill district, 
west of Olds where they bought a % section of 
land in 1920 and farmed until Elton married the 
former Mildred Ware on August 1, 1935. Mildred 
came from Llanhilleth, South Wales to Canada. 
She was born May 31, 1916, and came to Canada 
with her parents and éleven children. The family 
came to Canada under the Soldiers Settlement 
scheme in 1927 to farm in the Eagle Hill district, 
where the families were neighbors. 

Elton and Mildred had four children, John 
born September 9, 1936, and Etta born February 
15, 1940, while they lived at Eagle Hill. With their 
two children they moved to the James River 
Bridge district and lived with his brother Willie 
who had taken a homestead there in 1937. Our 
son James was born while we lived there, 
November 26, 1942, and in the fall of 1944 we 
purchased three quarters of land from the 
Waterloo Municipality, N.W.%, N.E.¥, and 
S.E.% Sec. 27-Twp.39-R.5-W.5. In 1945 on 
November 27, our son Donald was born. 

In October 31, 1956, our house and contents 
were completely’ destroyed by fire. In August, 
1957, John married a girl from Tangent, 
‘Thereasa Portalance. They have four children; 
Gerald, Donna, Betty Ann and Dennis. They are 
residing in Red Deer. 

Etta married a boy from Nipawin, 
Saskatchewan in September of 1957 and they 
have two boys, Robert and Kelly. They reside in 
Carstairs 

In 1962 we sold our land at James River, not 
realizing land was so hard to find and looked for 
a year before finding the land we now live on, 
S.E.Y-See.17-Twp.39-R.5-W.5. We bought this 
from an elderly man by the name of Dan Page 
and we moved here May 1, 1963, with our two 
boys, Jim and Don. Donald stayed one year and 
went working out at Westerdale where he met 
the former Sharon Brinson whom he married in 
December of 1966. They have two girls, Connie 
and Lori, In 1967 James left and married the 
former Mrs. May Cowan in July, 1968. James 
passed away October 12, 1974. 

‘Now we are back to being just the two of us, 
milking a few cows and keeping a few chickens 
and more or less taking life a little easy sur. 
rounded by good friends and neighbors. 


BUNCH, WALTER AND VIVIAN AND FAMILY 
= by Vivian Bunch 

Over the past 31 years we have lived on four 
different farms .n the area covered by this book, 


























As we were not pioneer settlers nor even perma- 
nent residents, I shall write very briefly on each 
location 

After we were married in Benalto in 1946 we 
rented our first quarter of land from Gust Mot- 
tus. Here we lived in a small tarpaper shack on 
the land situated between Withrow and Gilby. 
We were hailed out that year so were forced to 
obtain employment elsewhere. 

Walter obtained a steady job with Imperial 
ll in the Leduc oll field and it wasn’t until 1951 
that we were able to purchase a quarter of land 
from Kalle Kiivinen. This was right next to the 
land we had previously rented. We were only 
weekend farmers for several years and 
thoroughly enjoyed coming to the farm. In the 
last part of 1954 Walter was transfered to a 
battery Job at Leslieville so we were finally able 
to move and to live on our farm. Then, due to the 
poor roads, we were unable to get the children to 
School, and decided to move to Leslieville. We 
lived in town for two years, during which time we 
Were able to purchase another quarter of land, 
SE 10-40-4.W5, and also bought the Wolfe School 
House and moved it to the farm, We remodelled 
it and installed power, sewer and water and by 
this time the road was high graded and gravelled 





Walter had now been transferred to the Red 
Deer field (Joffre) so we moved to the city at the 
close of 1959 and lived there for ten months and 
were once again back on the farm. This time it 
was to be for four years during which time we 
raised sheep. Finally it proved too much for our 
health and we sold the farm to Vic Owen in 1964, 

We lived In Red Deer for some months while 
building a large home on one acre in Valleyview 
Subdivision. We lived there for five years when 
we again had the farming fever and wanted to 
get our young boys out into the country. After we 
got our property sold we were able to purchase a 
farm at Alhambra from Ray and Blanche 
Harris. Here we raised cattle and thoroughly 
enjoyed being out in the country again. We were 
to live here for five years when we decided to 
move north of Leslieville onto this farm, SW 31- 
40-4-W5, which we had purchased from Senia and 
Charlie Valley. Our son, Gerald, remained on the 
Alhambra farm with his wile, the former Laurie 
Urbinsky. During this past summer of 1977 this 
farm at Alhambra was sold to our neighbors, 
Clarence and Terry Needham. We purchased a 
half section from Molly Phelan, the former 
Lebihan farm which ts located adjacent to the 
land we now live on. Gerald and Laurie with 
their baby daughter live on this new land and do 
most of the farming for us. 

Our children have attended school at 
Eckville, Leslieville and David Thompson High 
School. Cheryl is married to Robert Green and 
has three children and are at present living at 
Alix. Joyce is married to Gary Mah, has three 
children and lives in Rocky Mountain House. 








Vern is married to Gwen Needham, has three 
children and lives near Withrow.’ Janice is 
married to Gary Dietrich, has one little girl and 
lives north of Leslieville. Judy married Ron Mar- 
cinek, has two boys and lives near Condor. Wan- 
da married Arnold Gray, has one little girl and 
they live north-west of Leslieville on the Gray 
farm. Sandra ts single and works in Red Deer. 
Dwayne is also single and works around Central 
Alberta. Donald is in Red Deer, working in a 
welding shop. 

‘The years we have lived on farms in this area 
have been our happiest years. It has been a good 
place to raise a large family and the beauty of 
this country compares with the best anywhere, 
For a family on the move, it is a real joy to have 
a farm to settle on. 








BUTLER, TOM — (By Ken Martin) 

‘Tom Butler came to Alberta from Ontario 
1906 and homesteaded the N.E. 4-20-39-5 W5, this 
land being two miles north of the present village 
of Alhambra. Later on he purchased the N.W. \- 
20-39-5 (W5) from Bob McGuire; he farmed thi 
half section until the fall of 1947 when due to Ill 
health he was forced to retire. He never married. 
His mother and sister, Jean, joined him a short 
time after he came out and his sister, Sally, 
came out a few years later. His mother lived 
with him until her death in 1940 and his sister, 
Jean lived with him and helped him with his 
farming until her marriage to Austin Raynor in 
the middle thirties. Jean was a very good 
teamster and did her share of the field work 
which was all done with horses. She also had a 
fine flock of sheep, approximately one-hundred 
head. She had a name for each one of them and 
though they all looked alike she could pick out 
any one of them at any time and tell you its 
name. She could also do the same thing with a 
quite a large herd of Aberdeen Angus cattle 
which ‘Tom had; she also had a name for each 
one of the cattle. Sally Butler had been a nurse 
before coming to this area and at the time she 
came out here she had tuberculosis quite badly; 
the doctor in Ontario told her she only had a short 
time to live. She built herself a small building 
which was open on the whole south side. She 
covered the open side with cheesecloth and slept 
in it and the good western fresh alr cured her of 
this disease and she lived a good healthy life until 
well over eighty years of age. Sally never 
married and kept house for her brother Tom all 
the time they lived here. She looked after her 
mother who was in ill health for a number of 
years before she died. Sally was a wonderful 
cook. All the time they lived here they kept all 
the furniture which they had brought with them 
from the east. The only cook stove she had was a 
small wood stove which could be classed as a 
real homesteader’s stove but could she ever put 
up good meals with it! She was famous for her 
steam puddings which she had quite regularly 
for dessert. They lived in a log house all their 





























years here and she had scrubbed the board floor 
until it was worn down until the knots in the 
boards were higher than the rest of the floor. She 
was one of the kindest women that I have ever 
known. Tom was also a kind and gentle man who 
never got excited and always took lots of time 
and did things very thoroughly. 

He built up a Very fine herd of Aberdeen 
‘Angus cattle in which took great pride and was a 
great lover of horses. His one enjoyment in life 
was smoking his pipe; he always used the old 
style plug pipe tobacco which he whittled with 
nis knife and, like all pipe smokers, he used a 
great deal of matches. He used to sit in an arm 
chair which had a hardwood seat about one and 
one half inches thick; he struck matches on the 
bottom of the seat of this chair always in the 
same place with the same stroke of his arm until 
he had a groove worn in it so that it was almost 
worn through the seat of the chair. At the time he 
had his auction sale I had my mind made up T 
would buy that chair regardless of what it cost 
me, but to my disappointment they did not sell 
any of their household effects. 

"Tom was a very interesting story teller and 
could go on for a long time relating the stories he 
has told me of the early homesteading days and 
stories of eastern Canada. In my days as a 
teenager I used to stook for him for several years 
and the wonderful meals Sally cooked, expecial- 
ly those steam puddings, I will always 
remember. Upon retiring in 1947 he sold his farm 
to Austin Raynor. In 1951 Austin Raynor traded 
this farm to Joe McGhee for his farm in the 
Lamoral area which is approximately 40 miles 
west of Rocky Mountain House. In the fall fo 1952 
Joe MeGhee sold it to Bud and Ken Martin who 
still farm it at the present time. Tom and Sally 
Butler moved to Parksville, British Columbia on 
Vancouver Island. I am not sure but I think Tom 
passed away two or three years later and Sally 
passed away sometime in the 1960's, but what 
year I am not sure. It was a privilege knowing 
such fine people and I am proud to be living on 
‘Tom Butler’s homestead at this time. 








COCHRANE, HATTIE AND FAMILY 

Mrs. Hattie Cochrane and her three sons 
came from Tioga, North Dakota and filed on 
homesteads in the Horseguard district in August, 
1910, Mrs. Cochrane filed on NE 36-38.6-W5, and 
her sons, John Whitney on NE 33.38:5-W5, 
William Hector on NE 31-385-W5, and James 
Edward on NW 36-38-6-W5. 

In Mareh, 1911, Mrs. Cochrane at 55 years of 
age moved her family of three sons, John age 31, 
William 24, James 18 and four daughters, Eva 21, 
Gladys 20, Hattle 16, Bernice 14, and John’s son, 
Don, elght years, to her homestead. They lived in 
a log house for three years until the new house 
was built in 1914. The house was just a shell when 
the girls decided they were tired of living in the 
log house so forced their hand by moving all of 
their furniture out of the log house. The new 











house was still without shingles, windows and 
doors but the girls told thelr brothers that if they 
wanted any supper they had to move the cook 
stove into the new house. So the brothers moved 
the stove and the piano into the new house. This 
same piano is in the Alhambra Community Cen- 
tre today where it has been used for many years 
and is still used. Mrs. Hattie Cochrane brought it 
with her from Buffalo, Minnesota, when she 
moved to homestead in ‘Tioga in 1910. 

John’s son, Don, died of the flu in 1919 at the 
age of 15 years in Hanna, Alberta. John was very 
active in the district. He served 10 years on the 
council of the Raven Municipal District, six 

‘ears on the School Board of the Rocky Mountain 
‘chool Division No. 15 and he was a director for 
the Central Alberta Dairy Pool. He took the cen 
sus of the district for many years, and in the ear- 
ly days he rode horseback to do the job. J. W. 
Cochrane M.M. and D.C.M. served in Worid War 
with the 10th Battalion and he received a medal 
for services rendered beyond the call of duty for 
which he received a pension from the King’s 
Purse for the rest of his life. John died in June, 
1968. 

William Hector served in World War 1 from 
1915 to 1918. He returned to Alhambra in Jul 
1919 and farmed with his brothers. He marri 
Margaret von Hollen in October, 1931. ‘They 
moved to the SE 18.39-5-W5 where they farmed, 
William rejoined the army in World War II and 
returned home in 1946. William and Margaret 
have one daughter, Lorraine, and two son: 
Malcolm and J. Angus. William died in 
February, 1954. 

Lorraine married George McCallum and they 
live In Victoria, B.C. They have five daughters 
and three sons. 

‘Malcolm lives on his grandmother Hattie 
Cochrane’s homestead. He married Anita An- 
dresen from Ponoka, on June 28, 1969, 

Angus lives on his dad’s farm. He married 
Gloria Nothof from Hespero on April 23, 1960. 
They have two sons, William and James, both at 
home. 

Eva moved to California and married Earl 
Leason, 

Gladys married Tom Hall in 1915. He served 
in the Canadian Navy and was stricken with the 
flu on his way home and died in Red Deer. 
Gladys was remarried in 1921 to Joe Sullivan 
who was a barber and ran the poo! hall in Alham: 
bra. They had two sons, Dave and George. Dave 
died at the age of five. George lives in the United 
States. Gladys and Joe moved to Castle Rock, 
Washington. Gladys later moved back to Alam: 
bra and lived with her brothers, John and Jim. 
She now resides at the Hardisty Nursing Home in 
Edmonton. 

James Edward (Jim) farmed in the district 
and lived with his mother He raised sheep for 30 
years. He bought his first car, a Model T Ford, in 
1921. He now resides at the Westview Lodge in 
Rocky Mountain House. 























Hattie worked for Sam Emmerson for two 
years and then she moved to Hanna and from 
there to California. She had three sons, William, 
Terrance, and Donald. 

Bernice married Arthur Pederson in June, 
1917 and they lived on his homestead the SE-32. 
38-5-W5 for two years. They had two children, 
Gloria and Arthur, 

Mrs. Hattie Cochrane had two married 
daughters, Edna and Grace, who also came to 
the Alhambra district. Edna had married G. 
Emil Larson in 1905 in Tioga. They also had filed 
on a homestead, the SW-5.39-5-W5, in August 1910 
and moved on it in March, 1911. Their children 
are Lars who married Ann Steed and they have 
two sons, Lorne and Aldrich; Grace, married 
William Mofford and they moved to the United 
States; Dave and Ruth, both deceased; Robert, 
born at Alhambra, had rheumatic fever and 
spent a year on his'back, then went to his aunt” 
Bernice Pederson, in Washington; he is married 
and they live at Castle Rock, Washington; John 
William, born at Alhambra, married Marge 
Birch and they have two children and live in Ed 
monton; Edna Mae married Chris Moeller, they 
have three children and they live in the Rocky 
Mountain House area. G. Emil Larson died in 
1967. Mrs. G. Emil Larson lives in Rocky Moun- 
tain House with her son, Lars, and grandson, 
Lorne. Mrs. Larson Is 92 years of age ands stili 
active, 

Grace married Burr Floyd Randall (Doc 
Randall) and they came to the district about 1930 
and lived on the NE-27-38.6-W5. They had two 
children, Joe married Marie A, Fleury, and they 
have one son and four daughters; Grace (Gaye) 
married Jim Philips, They live in the Arbutus 
district and they have ‘one son and three 
daughters. 

‘The Cochrane home was known as a stopping 
house to all homesteaders trekking between Red 
Deer and Rocky Mountain House, 

In 1924 the Cochrane Brothers had a contract 
to clear and burn the right of way for the road 
from Alhambra to Rocky Mountain House, now 
known as Highway 11. The old winding road was 
from one half mile to one mile south of the pre- 
sent highway 














DAVID THOMPSON HIGH SCHOOL 

‘The David Thompson High School is situated 
on the southwest corner of the SE-1-39-5-W5 along 
Highway 11 leading west to the David Thompson 
Highway. 

“This school Is the brain child, not of one, but 
of several men from the Departinent of Eduea- 
tion, from the Divisional School Board, 
architects, contractors and carpenters. 
Moreover, the David Thompson grew out of a 
Pressing need for high school classrooms — 
classrooms to accommodate students from the 
north, east, south and west — students brought 
to its doors by buses from Leslieville, Condor and 
Alhambra." 








The school opened September, 1957, under 
‘pioneering’ difficulties, certainly ‘at the begin- 
ning of the term — minus several windows, doors 
and a gym floor and a long list of other things 
The school was not completed until half of the 
School term was over. The official opening was 
on February 11, 1958, when a crowd of more than 
750 people gathered in this magnificent new 
school. The evening started at 7:30 with a tour of 
the school and at 8:00 the Opening Ceremony 
commenced with Mr. D. Hall as chairman. Dr. 
T. C. Bryne, Chief Superintendent of Schools for 
Alberta, cut the ribbon and declared the new 
building open. The invocation was delivered by 
Rev. A. Kriese and Hon. A. J. Hooke was one of 
the principal speakers, 

Gifts to the new school were presented by Dr. 
Bryne and Mr. J. Cony. Kerry Bissell of Bissell 
and Holman, the architects, presented the key to 
the school, fo Principal J. Lindberg. 

Other speakers were Mr. J. Cony, Mr. S. 
Sande, Mr. Wm. Lougheed and Orlen von Holien, 
resident of the Students’ Union, 

‘Two of the Rocky Mountain School Divisional 
‘Trustees, Mr. Louis Karlsen and Mr, Sigurd 
‘Sande were honored for long years of service by 
being presented with gold watches engraved 
with ‘these words: "40 years School Trustee 
Rocky Mountain School Division No. 15”, 

‘The first staff of the David Thompson High 
School: Mr. J. Lindberg — Principal, Mr. D. 
Hall, Mr. M. Sharpe, Mr. Wm. Davidson, Mrs. A, 
Sunde, Mrs. L. Westergard, Miss J. Norton, Mr, 
Dobbs. 

‘The first Student Council: President — Orlen 
yon Hollen, Vice-President — Heather Smith, 
Secretary ~ Loretta Linneberg, Treasurer — 
Ramona Lipka, Room Representatives — Elaine 
Rangen, Gerald Brandon, Wayne Linneberg, 
Leone Torgeson, Audrey Sunde 

The first Yearbook Staff: Editors — Donald 
Holmgren and Ramona Lipka, Faculty Advisor 
— Mr. J. Lindberg, Staff Photographer — David 
Akitt, Staff — Marion Kauppl, Fay Russell, 
Heather Smith, Arlene Gold, Patricia Brown, 
Wayne Linneberg, Kenneth Elis 

When the Yearbook Staff was asked why they 
called this yearbook, “The Explorer” they gave 
these reasons: David Thompson was foremost 
among Western Canada’s great explorers, and 
like him, this yearbook is blazing a new trail in 
an effort to establish a worthy tradition for our 
School; moreover, we thought of the Explorer 
satellite, which we hope, is the precursor of 
greater ihings to come. Does not this title indeed 
seem fitting?” 

‘The first Graduating Class: Delores 
Biswanger, Lorraine Biswanger, Louise Brand- 
son, Patricia Brown, Birdie Dirsten, Vernon 
Dyrland, Ken Ellis, Joyce Granlund, Tommy 
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Houston, James Kasparsons, Stanley Kauppi, 
Elaine Kubie, John Martin, Lorna Nelson, Will 
Pattison, Florence Poland, Laureen Polnau, 
Elain Rangen, Sharon Smith, Jenny Stolte, Orlen 
von Hollen, Leonard White 

Over the years additional rooms have been 
built to this High School and as well, the gym- 
nasium has been enlarged. This has helped en- 
sure that the rural school children would be 
offered all the facilities and thus obtain an 
education of the same quality as urban school 
children. It was for this reason that the School 
Division was organized. 

‘The other excerpts are taken from the 
keynote speech delivered by Alma Sunde at the 
David Thompson High School Graduation 
Ceremony, May 14, 1976. 


DICKSON, SAMUEL AND ALMA 

Samuel Dickson was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland in 1877. In 1898 he came with his parents, 
to the area west of Innisfail, now known as 
Dickson. Sam went to Toronto to learn 
watchmaking. He worked at this trade in In- 
nisfail and Red Deer. In 1912 he moved to Fort 
Frances, Ontario, where he married Alma 
Wilkes. They operated the Royal Theatre there 
from 1912-1920, They then returned to Innisfail 
with their son, John. Sam and Alma, with their 
children John'and Donna, moved to the Alham- 
bra district in 1921 where they purchased a farm, 
Sam and Alma had three more sons, Robert 
James (Jim), Kenneth, and Gordon. Sam will 
long be remembered for his musical ability, He 
played his violin at many parties, dances, and 
school activities along with Mrs. Frank Patter- 
son, Mrs. Angus Martin, and Frank Scott. Sam 
Dickson died in 1952 ‘and is buried in the 
Leslieville Cemetery. Alma married Eugene 
Bayer and they live in Fort Frances, Ontario. 

John went to the Prairie Rose School south: 
east of Leslieville, and later to the Alhambra 
School. He joined the Canadian Army in 1940 and 
served overseas for five years. After the War he 
worked for 27 years in the post office in Fort 
Frances. He is now retired. In 1950 he married 
Marjorie and they have five children, Linda, 
Beverly, John (Jackie), Daniel, and’ Debra 
Beverly'{s married to Roger Wilson and they 
have two children. Beverly and Roger live in 
Stratford, Ontario, where they are registered 
nurses. Linda, Jack and Danny work in Fort 
Frances and Debbie is in school. 

Donna went to school at Alhambra. She later 
worked at the Telephone Exchange in Sylvan 
Lake. In 1937 she married John (Mac) Pollitt of 
Alhambra. They have four sons, Robert, James, 
Gary, and Donald. Robert (Bob) married Sharon 
Raymond in 1959. Bob operates “R. Pollitt 
Oilfield Construction” and Sharon is the recep- 
tionist at the Eckville Hospital. They live north 
of Leslieville and have four children, Wendy, 
who has graduated from high school; Darren, 
Melanie and Merrilee are in school. Jimmy 
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married Faye Medin in 1963. They have three 
children, Dallas and Sandra in school and Shane 
at home. Jim and Faye live north of Withrow, 
Jim is employed as battery operator for Tipco 
Oil Company. Gary married Patricia Edwards 
in 1966. They have two children, Michelle and 
Mark, both in school. Gary and Pat live north of 
Beaver Flat. Gary works for Alberta Gas Trunk 
Line and Pat at the Treasury Branch In Rock 
‘Mountain House. Donny married Rena Walker 
on July 6, 1974. He died in an oilfield accident 
September 16, 1974. Rena lives in Red Deer and 
works for Peavey Industries. Mac and Donna 
now live in Leslieville. They cook for Speight 
Construction, 

Robert James (Jim) took all his schooling at 
Alhambra. He joined the Armed Forces in 1944 
and was ‘stationed at Camrose and Suffield, 
Alberta. Jim then worked in various points in 
northwestern Ontario until he returned home in 
1947. In 1949 he married Alberta (Bobbie) Hall of 
Red’ Deer. In 1951 they bought a half section of 
land south of Leslieville where they still reside, 
Jim and Bobbie have eight children, Sharyn, 
Bruce, Brenda, Kerrilee, Laurel Dean, Susan, 
Brian’ and David. Sharyn married’ Wayne 
‘Terpsma in 1969. They live south of Leslieville on 
the former Ray Bunch farm. Sharyn and Wayne 
have four children, James, Brady, Donald, and 
Chantel. Bruce, after graduating trom ‘high 
school, joined his father on the farm. In 1975 
Bruce married Judy Roberts of the Washington 
Heights area north of Leslieville. They have two 
sons, Robert and Derek. Brenda received her 
degree in education. She married Dick Feser in 
1975 and they have one daughter, Jennifer. Bren 
da and Dick live in Red Deer where Brenda 
teaches at West Park Junior High and Dick is 
Recreational Manager of the Roland Michener 
Centre. Kerrilee attended the Southern Alberta 
Institute of Technology and took Computer 
Technology. She Is employed as a Programmer 
Analyst at Alberta Government Telephones in 
Edmonton. Laurel Dean married Glen 
Winchester in 1975. ‘They have one daughter, 
Janet. Laurel Dean is postmistress at the 
Leslieville Post Office and Glen has a truck 
working in Oilfield Maintenance. Susan has 
graduated from high school and Brian and David 
are attending school. 

Kenneth graduated from Red Deer High 
School and moved to Fort Frances in 1946 where 
he became a jeweller. He married Rose 
DeBenedet in 1949, They moved to Dryden, On- 
tarlo where they own and operate a jewellery 
store. Ken and Rose have three children, Roberi, 
Sandra and Douglas. Robert is studying accoun” 
ting in Thunder Bay, Ontario, In 1975 Sandra 
married Martin Lappage and they farm near Ox. 
drift, Ontario. Douglas is working with his 
father. 

Gordon moved to Fort Frances in 1946, He 
served many years with the Provincial Police in 
Atikokan, Ontario. He married Ruth Barrett in 


























1949. They have four children, Donna, Barbara, 
Janet, and Gordon. Donna is a registered nurse. 
She married John Naturkach in 1970, They have 
two children and live in Thunder Bay. Barbara, 
also a registered nurse, married Jack Witiluk in 
1974 and they have two children. They live in 
‘Thunder Bay where Jack has a motorcycle shop. 
Janet and Gordy live in Thunder Bay where Gor- 
dy attends school. Gordon was remarried to 
Shirley Blanco in'1974. They live In Sanford, 
Manitoba where Gordon is a carpenter and 
Shirley is a nurse. 


EMMERSON, SAM — submitted by Evelyn 
MacDonald 

Sam Emmerson was a time-keeper on the 
C.P.R. when it was going through to Rocky 
Mountain House in 1912. The first store and post 
office in Alhambra was run by Mr. Bisset. When 
it burned down Sam Emmerson built the store 
and ran the post office, later the long distance 
telephone and rural exchange. He was a well- 
educated man and always returned kindness 
with kindness but would not be pushed. He 
always had two girls working for him, one for the 
post office and the other a clerk, and a heavy 
man. The first one was Ira Schilling and later 





Sam Emerson's Store, Alhambra, 1930. Standing in front, 
L.tOR: Sam Emmerson, Margaret Scot, and Bert Sparing. 





‘Sam Emmerson, 1930 
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Bert Spearing; he, Margaret Scott and I were 
there when Sam Emmerson died of a heart at- 
tack in 1931. 

Sam Emmerson was on the school board for 
many years and helped finance the hall which is 
still used today, 

A. FARRINGTON FAMILY — 
Farrington 

The Farrington family immigrated to Canada 
in 1908 and lived in Calgary until March of 1920 
when we moved to Aihambra. 

There was my father, mother, my brother, 
George and my sister Lucy, and myself. George, 
who had served overseas in the first World War, 
had bought a farm through the Soldier Settle. 
ment Board and my dad later homesteaded a 
section half a mile south of the place George had 
bought. 

‘When we left Calgary on the 12 of March the 
snow was all gone but when we got to Alhambra 
the snow was still knee deep. 

We arrived with four work horses, my saddle 
horse and two milk cows, 

The place George had bought was known as 
the Bill Bogg place, Our nearest neighbors were 
the Mowat family, who lived on the place later 
bought by Frank Scott who moved on in 1921 or 
22. Jack Pollitt lived on his homestead just to the 
‘west of us. In the early days the people seemed to 
have more time for fun; in the winter there were 
always surprise parties and card parties. Just 
before Christmas we used to go to all the Christ 
mas concerts at the schools around the district. 
A favorite one was Beaver Flat where they 
always had a good concert. 

In the summer the mail came three times a 
week and the people seemed to have time to go to 
town, Most evenings we would play ball and then 
down to the old swimming hole on Scott's or up 
the creek at Bradshaws. The Bradshaws had 
moved from Hespero the same year we got to 
Alhambra and settled north of Alhambra. There 
were no roads in the district when we first came, 
We had to follow trails through the Hudson Bay 
section. The first year we worked on the road 
west of Alhambra cutting and laying corduroy 
and then hauled dirt with dump wagons and 
fresnos. The roads were made then by clearing 
the brush out by hand and then you plowed the 
furrows and then with a team and slip put the 
dirt in the middle of the road to make a grade. 

In 1936 Germaine Chevallier and I were 
married and we rented the farm from my 
brother and dad. Mother and Dad moved to 
Calgary for their retirement. In 1942 they 
celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary 

In 1938 Germaine and I bought one of John 
Cochrane’s quarters where we live now. 

‘There was not much broke on it and it was 
slow work clearing by hand. The first year we 
cleared 10 acres and Fernie Chevallier broke it 
with eight horses. The following year, Howard 
Long who was in charge of Skocdopole’s brush 
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clearing cat, was in the district looking for work. 
and we had Some land cleared with it. It was the 
first brush cutting done in this area. Now we 
have three quarters of land, We have recently 
bought a house in Rocky Mountain House for our 
retirement years, 


THE ROSS GOODWIN FAMILY 

Ross was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, during 
the Depression. He was adopted by James and 
Norma Goodwin and raised in the Oak Lake 
area. At the early age of 15 he left home. 

His first job was freighting in northern 
Manitoba. He had a variety of jobs and saw a lot 
of the country and eventually worked on oil rigs. 
He moved with the Alberta rig, Commonwealth 
Drilling, to Fox Harbour, Nova Scotia in 1963. He 
met Beverly Benjamin and later married her in 
1964. 

‘We (Ross and Bev) left Nova Scotia the end of 
‘May in 1964 and travelled by car through several 
States, then back to Calgary, Alberta. We 
checked with Commonwealth Drilling and were 
sent with a rig that moved north of Leslieville. 
We rented a home there and worked on rigs in 
that area. In 1965 Ross quit working for oll rigs 
and bought a backhoe. In 1966 we moved to 
Alhambra and rented a house from P. Cummer- 
ford, which formerly had been owned by Mac 
Pollitt. Later, we bought the quarter, the NE-9- 
38.5-W5, that we are now on. 

We cleared about 30 acres and drained the low 
land. At present it {s all under cultivation — ex- 
cept for eight acres. We used to pick roots and 
have a wiener roast. We still live in the house 
built by Jack Kerr who was helped by Mr. Fitch. 
Mr. Kerr homesteaded this quarter and built this 
house about 40 years ago. 

We have a family of four: Bobby born 
November 18, 1964; Jimmy born January 10, 
1967; Carla born November 28, 1968; and Donna 
born April 3, 1970. The children are bused to 
school at Leslieville, and enjoy it here. There are 
many forms of recreation nearby, curling, 
hockey, bowling, swimming, fishing and camp: 
ing. 

We have noticed over the past few years more 
things in this area for the children, the annual 
picnic, the Christmas concert, ball’ teams, and 
classes held at the Community Centre. 

The community hall has really changed in 
appearance and name — Alhambra Community 
Centre. It has brought the community closer 
together. Also in the last few years we now have 
a mail route, natural gas, and dial telephones. 
GRANLUND, EINO AND BERTHA 

Eino Granlund emigrated from Finland in 
1927. He arrived in the Alhambra district and 
tried to find a job. He worked at odd jobs: 
harvesting, helped on threshing crews, cleared 
land, worked in the winter months in lumber 
camps cutting railroad ties and worked on the 
Nordegg highway for awhile. He got a job work- 
ing on the C.P.R. track for the summer months 














at 25 cents an hour, while in the winter he cleared 
land and worked in lumber camps. He applied 
for Cook's farm and had it for a time; Fred 
Mushka bought it later. 

Bertha came from Geyser, Montana with her 
family — Mother and seven children. Father had 
come earlier to look for a place to settle. They 
came by train to the Benalto district and stayed 
for a year. Father located a homestead in the 
Evergreen district where he built a log cabin 
with the help of his brother, Charlie. They lived 
in a rented house at a neighbor's farm until the 
log cabin was finished. Bertha attended school 
for one year at Kuusamo and she had to walk 
three miles, then at Knowledge, and at 
Evergreen for Grade 8 which she was not 
successful in passing because her help was 
needed at home as Mother was not too well. 

Bertha and Eino were married on August 21, 
1937, at the Baptist Church in Red Deer. They 
lived in the section house at Alhambra with the 
twins, Nell and Helen, who were a little over a 
year old. They were interested in land owned by 
the Hudson's Bay Company which happened to 
be available so they made a contract with Hud- 
son's Bay to pay for it. They got enough land 
cleared for a bullding and had a granary moved 
on the clearing. They got Fino Lind to build an 
addition to serve as a living room and kitchen. 
‘The granary was made into a couple of 
bedrooms. Before the house was ready to live in, 
the weather turned cold and they were freezing 
in the section house so Bertha sewed slippers 
from old felt liners for the twins’ feet to keep 
them warm on the floor. One week before Christ- 
mas they moved into the new house and as the 
family Increased more additions were built. 
‘They lived in this house until 1972. The other 
children are Joyce born 1940, John born 1943, 
died four days later, Kenneth born 1945 and 
Rosebud born 1946, 

This land was mostly heavy timber and 
muskeg and needed clearing before breaking 
could be done in preparation for seeding a crop 
or even a garden. They got a double bed and a 
cow from Bertha’s parents as a wedding present, 
‘They had a few acres cleared by 1939, about 16 
acres, and Harry Manning did the breaking, 
Bertha’s brother, Charlie, broke another 10 
acres in 1940 which they had seeded for feed. 
Their horse machinery was bought from 
Bertha’s brother-in-law who was planning to go 
to Red Deer for a fob. 

They pastured a neighbors’ horses and in 
return were allowed to use them. When the time 
came to bind the grain, one horse didn’t like the 
job so he lay down in front of the binder. They 
had to do something! All afternoon Bertha 
walked beside the binder to keep the horse mov: 
ing with a whip as a reminder! They only had 
Labour Day free for cutting the grain as the 
railroad work was thelr source of income. After 
a fashion they did get it done; stooking was the 
next job. Chores were done late that evening in 




















the dark. After walking all afternoon in the hot 
sun, Bertha was very tired. The grain was 
threshed for the livestock. Eino got an engine 
and a grinder to grind the grain he bought from 
his brother-in-law. He also got a circular saw for 
sawing wood. 

In the fall of 1941 Eino was debating if he 
should apply for active service in the army or 
buy a pair of work pants. He decided to join up 
and try his luck. He was accepted. Bertha was 
left with three little children, the twins five and 
one-half years old, and Joyce one and a half 
years old. Eino was discharged after the war in 
1046. He went back on the job for the C.P.R. on 
different sections as he wanted to be foreman, 
‘The children and Bertha kept the farm in opera- 
tion as well as they could. Bertha’s brother, 
Charlie, came to help haul feed and grind the 
grain as there were pigs and cows to feed. The 
hogs helped to pay for the land even though they 
‘only got $20 each for a 220 pound hog. There were 
so many kind people who came to help through 
sickness and baby-sitting when needed. 

In the late 40’s they bought two quarter sec- 
tions, NE-4-39-6-W5 and SE-23.39-6.W5, adjoining 
each other for growing hay. They sold this land 
in the early seventies to the Wolters of Leslieville 
and then bullt a modern home on the home place. 

Nell married Phyllis Willet and they have 
four daughters, Joanne, Dianne, Mary Ann and 
Rae Ann. They reside at Innisfail. 

Helen married Ralph Whaley and they have 
three daughters and one son, Linda, Christine, 
William and Sandra. Helen and Ralph reside at 
Medicine Hat. Linda married David Parsons and 
they have one son, Shaye. They reside in Alham: 

ra. 

Joyce married Roger Villadsen and they have 
two children, Dana and Shelley. They reside at 
Devon. 

Kenneth married Donna Wray and they are 
awaiting the arrival of thelr first child. ‘They 
reside at Edmonton. 

Rosebud lives at St. Albert, 





HARRIS RAY AND FAMILY — by Blanche 
Harris 

Ray Amold Harris and I, Blanche Ida, were 
married May 9, 1928, in my parents’ home. Our 
parents homesteaded, when Saskatchewan was 
still part of the North West Territories, south of 
Cariwale, Saskatchewan, 

‘We were all born In the south-east corner of 
Saskatchewan, where we farmed for the first 11 
years of our married life. Then Ray worked at 
bridge building until he joined the army. He was 
stationed at the Royal Canadian Engineer Arm: 
Camp., Chilliwack, B.C., where he served his 
country to the end of the war. 

‘We’ moved south-east of Rocky Mount 
House from Vedder Crossing, B.C. until we 
located a farm, We met Mr. Pollitt at a railway 
crossing and in the conversation, he informed us 
he had a farm for sale. That is how we located in 








the Alhambra distriet where we farmed for a 
number of years. 

We, with our three youngest children, Joan 
Doreen, June Gwendolene and Larry Vincent 
moved onto the former Jack and Jessie Pollitt 
farm In April, 1947, which we purchased through 
the Veterans’ Land Act. Ray was a veteran of the 
‘Second World War. Our eldest son, Alton Duane 
joined us later. 

In May 1954 Ray became postmaster and 
myself his assistant, we also purchased the 
building the post office was in. I drove into 
Alhambra from the farm to care for the post of- 
fice until September when we moved into Alham- 
bra, with Ray continuing to farm from the 
hamlet until we sold it in July, 1970 to Walter and 
Vivian Bunch of Red Deer. 

In September, 1969 the first mail route out of 
Alhambra was’ formed, Ray contracted to 
operate it, which he has done ever since. 

Twas news reporter for the local newspaper 
for several years, quitting early 1977; since, I 
have acted as an assistant. 

Duane joined the Navy early in 1948; he 
served his enlistment period in an air carrier in 
many parts of the world. While he was stationed 
at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia he married Evelyn 
Francis McKay, October 17, 1952. Their union 
was blessed with two sons and a daughter. 

Joan became a weather observer, training in 
Edmonton; she was stationed in Rocky Moun 
tain, November 1953. Later she became officer 
in charge until she resigned in 1974. She married 
Christopher Stanley Pulay of Rocky Mountain 
House, June 30, 1973. Her hobby is raising 
purebred Arabian horses. 

June worked in a bank and business office in 
Edmonton, where she married James Albert 
Wiltshire,’ March 15, 1958. Their union was 
blessed with a son and a daughter. 

Larry worked as a weather observer at Cam. 
bridge Bay, N.W.T. and various points in Alber- 
ta. He then took a two year tour of the world, then 
he attended university in Edmonton and has 
taught school at the Olds College, various points 

the North West Territories and Alberta. He 
married Betty Lou Pluim of Wetaskiwin in Ed- 
monton April 7, 1965. Their union was blessed 
with three sons. We are retiring December 31, 
1977 to travel, quilt and collect rocks and Ray 
will indulge in following sports and play pool. 




















HARTLEY, WM. (BILL) AND ELIZABETH 
LIL) — by Ruby (Hartley) Anderson. 

Bill Hartley was born October 4, 1896 in Sub 
District of Chertsey in the County of Surrey, Lon 
don, England, He enlisted in World War Tin 1916 
and served in France until demobilization was 
declared and he was discharged from the ser- 
vice. He was 22 years old. A few years after 
recovering from the War he worked for the 
C.P.R. in the yards. Later he met Lil Hink. She 

‘as born October 20, 18% in Euclid, North 
Dakota, U.S.A. They got married and lived in 
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Calgary for a few years where Richard and T 
(Ruby) were born, 

In the early 30's Dad (BIIl) and Mom (Lil) 
bought a farm, the NE%-12-39-5-.W5 at Alham- 
bra, where they broke land and farmed with 
horses but Dad continued working his way up on 
the C.P.R. and became a fireman. In the mean- 
time, Mom continued with the farm chores. She 
always grew a large garden — enough for all 
winter — canned meat by the quarts and did all 
the baking. We always had our own milk, cream, 
butter and eggs. Our yard was a picture of beau- 
ty because Mom enjoyed growing flowers. She 
sewed most of our clothes from rags and hand- 
me-down clothes. Tilley was born in 193 

Richard and I'started school in Alhambra. We 
rode horseback as we were two and one half 
miles from school. Dad had now become an 
engineer and operated the C.P.R. engine 
Number 441 from Red Deer to Rocky Mountain 
House. Three times a week the train went west 
Sometimes Richard and I would go to the 
railway station after school was out and wait for 
the train, *While the mail and other supplies 
were being unloaded we would board the engine 
with Dad for a ride home where he would stop the 
old engine and let us off. Mom and Tilley would 














Dil Harley, engineer on the C. P. R. trtin between Rocky 
Moutain Howe and Red Deer, 1944. On his let is W- Newell, 
FFreman. Looking out the window are Richard and Ruby. 


‘See poem about this train by Lyla Sarasin 
“Here Comes Limpy" on page 256, 








bbe in the barnyard waiting for the two little coal 
black kids to help with the chores after they had 
some lunch. 

Our first car was a 1934 Chevrolet that Dad 
bought a few years before we left the farm. In 
1944 Dad and Mom sold the farm and moved to 
Red Deer where they bought a house in West 
Park. Mom really enjoyed her home here as she 
had Calgary Power and lots of room compared 
with the little farm house. She was free of all 
those farm chores, so she had more time for her 
garden and flowers which she loved to care for. 
Dad was still an engineer on the C.P.R. running 
different lines out of Red Deer. In 1953 they sold 
this home and built their new home on 43 Street 
in West Park, 

Dad was a well-known railway figure. In 1952 
he was one of a small group responsible for the 
formation of the Canadian Pacific Rallwaymen’s 
Social Club, an organization that has become 
very active in railway social affairs, Dad was 
chairman of the club for several years. He was a 
member of the Masonic Lodge and Waskasoo 
Lodge No. 16 of the I.0.0.F. Another field that 
Dad was very active in was the Red Deer 
Pioneers’ and Oldtimers’ Association where he 
served one term as the president. 

After 37 years of service as an engineer he 
retired. In the fall of 1954 Dad and Mom were 
honored at a banquet in Red Deer which was 
attended by top C.P.R. officials in Alberta and 
many of their friends from the district. 

On September 5, 1955 Dad passed away in the 
Red Deer General Hospital. 











Four generations. Grammie Hink, Blzabeth (ink) Hartley, Ruby 
(Haney) Newanan holding daveher, Karen. Red Deer, 1957 


In the fall of 1962, Mom sold her home and 
built another new home on the next lot 
Landscaping this new yard included planting 
rose bushes, trees, flowers and a garden and the 
result — she created a beautiful surrounding for 
her new home. 

‘When Mom travelled she would go by train to 
visit her relatives and friends who lived far 
away 

‘Mom was very active until her passing on 
February 24, 1977, 








RUBY (HARTLEY) AND CLARENCE 
ANDERSON FAMILY — (By Ruby (Hartley) 
Anderson) 

Iwas born in Calgary June 16, 1931 and moved 
with my parents, Bill and Lil Hartley, and my 
brother Richard to the farm in Alhambra in the 
early 30's, In 1938 I started school in Alhambra. I 
rode horseback most of the time to go the 2. and 
one half miles to school. Highlights of those 
years were the Christmas concerts in the Alham- 
bra Hall that were enjoyed by all. Santa’s ar- 
rival added that extra happiness. Some of my 
teachers at this school were Alma (Sande) 
Sunde, Miss Stagg and Mrs. Stollings. 

‘One experience I still remember while living 
on the farm happened when Richard and I were 
picking raspberries. In the distance we saw 
something black coming up the road but we kept 
on picking and finally our pails were full so we 
hurried home. After a few minutes our neighbor, 
August Savory, came and asked Mom if she had 
seen a bear. She hadn't seen a bear. But we 
guessed right then that the black object we had 
seen on the road was a bear coming. We were 
scared then all right and didn't go picking 
berries for a long time. 

On July 28, 1944, Dad and Mom sold the farm 
and moved to Red Deer so I continued my school- 
Ing in the city. After finishing my schooling I 
worked at the Dry Cleaners and then at Scott’s 5¢ 
to SI Store. Then I left for Vermilion where I 
worked for Sandy and Ann Wright's Dry 
Cleaners. Later, when I was back in Red Deer I 

















[Ruby and Roy (Chub) Newman with son Roger and Karen (se 
















Roy (Chub) Newman inthe foreground, outridr for his brother, 
W-L (Buster) Newaan's chuchwapon a Calgary Stampede, 1956, 









met Roy (Chub) Newman, formerly from Con 
dor. We were married in Calgary August 30, 1952. 
He owned his own truck and we moved to 
‘Okotoks where he hauled gravel. Then we moved 
to Rocky Mountain House where he worked in 
the bush. Here our son, Roger, was born in the 
Rocky Mountain House Hospital. 

‘We were looking for a farm and finally settled 
on a farm seven miles south-west of Rimbey 
Roy got a chuckwagon outfit and he was also an 
outrider for several chuckwagon outfits. We had 
many happy, exciting days and we really en- 
joyed It, In January, 1956, Karen was born. We 
continued to farm and run our chuckwagon until, 
in 1958, Roy took ill and passed away in 
September, 1958, in the University Hospital, Ed- 
monton, as a young man. We stayed on the farm 
and the children attended school in Rimbey. 

In 1960 I married Clarence Anderson, from 
Bentley, Alberta. We purchased two’ more 
quarters of land west of our farm on the Leedale 
road. I work at the Rimbey Auction Mart, and 
have worked there for 15 years. I love outdoor 
life. Clarence is a foreman for Alpine Blasting 
from Edmonton, In 1962 our daughter, Della, was, 
born. She attends school in Rimbey, now in 
Grade 10. She has taken swimming lessons and 
figure skating lessons since she was eight years 
old. She loves swimming, skating and riding 
horseback and all outdoor life. 

My son, Roger married Edith Kemmis in 
March, 1972. They have two daughters, Wendy 
‘Ann five, and Joanne two. Roger is partsman for 
Roper’s Ltd. He also helps me on the farm and he 
loves animals and farm life, riding horseback, 
{fishing and hunting. They reside on the quarter 
west of Karen, 

My daughter, Karen, married Randy Cross. 
‘They have one’ daughter, Tanya two. Randy 
works for Flint at the Rimbey Gas Plant. Karen 
loves outdoor life, riding horseback, fishing, 
working in the garden and with flowers. She also 
likes to cook. They reside on the quarter west of 
us, 








HARTLEY, RICHARD AND RUBY — (By 
Richard Hartley) 
I was born in Calgary, October 30, 1932. 1 

























moved from Calgary with my parents, Bill and 
Lil Hartley to Alhambra in the early 30s. In 1939, 
I started school in Alhambra and one of my 
teachers was Alma (Sande) Sunde. Our farm 
was two and one half miles from school so I rode 
horseback. In 1944, T moved with my family to 
Red Deer where I finished school. 

I married Ruby Elizabeth Duncan in 1955, 
Ruby was born in Pakingham Township In the 
Oitawa Valley, Ontario, For two years we lived 
in Red Deer where two of our sons, Richard Jr. 
and Robert were born. 

In 1958 we bought an acreage about one mile 
west of Red Deer and moved into a little trailer 
which was the bedroom and a granary served as 
a kitchen, It had a wood and coal stove, a table 
and chairs and an apple box made into a washs- 
tand, We had no power nor running water. 

In 1959 we bought a mobile catering servic 
better known as “Richard's Chuckwagon’”. 
Loading up twice a day with coffee, hot dogs, 
pop, bars and pastry, ete., we served various 
business establishments In'Red Deer, and built 
up our business as the city expanded which 
necessitated our buying two new trucks. 
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Mis. W. Hartley and son, Richard, with his Chuskwagon 
catering Service, May, 1968 nits Ms. Richard Hardy. 


Thave been an auctioneer since 1966. Also in 
1966 Istarted my gravel trucking business called 
“Canary Trucking”. At one time I was in the 
New and Used Furniture Business. 

Our third son, Roy, was born in 1961. That 
same year we built a new modern home for 
which we both had worked hard driving our 
mobile catering trucks. 

‘My sons and I have always been animal 
lovers, We have ridden in the Red Deer Parades, 
and in gymkhanas and we have received many 
trophies and honorable mention several times. 
Our sons are also very interested in cars and 
again they have won trophies. Ruby likes to 
cook, garden and grow flowers. 





RISKE, COURTNEY AND TILLEY — (By 
Tilley Riske) 
I Tilley Hartley, was born on my parents’ 


farm west of Alhambra and I am the third child 
of Bill and Lil Hartley. I started school at Alham- 
bra. When I was nine years old my parents sold 
the farm and we moved to Red Deer where we 
lived in a large elght-room house in West Park. I 
attended Central Elementary, Central Junior 
High, and Composite High schools. 





‘ily, Ruby and Richard Harley going to Alhambra School, 
1944 


When I finished school in 1951, 1 worked for 
seven years as cashier in the Royal Cafe. Then I 
moved to Calgary and I worked as an N.C.R. 
bookkeeping machine operator and cashier in 
the Parisian. 

In 1959 I married Courtney Riske. We bought 
a home in 1960 in Calgary where we lived until 
1977. Then we bought an acreage in Symons 
Valley, Calgary, and we live there now. Our little 
girl, Lynde, is three years old. Courtney is 
employed with Dominion Bridge. 








HICKS, JAMES P. AND ANN 

The James P. Hicks family came to the Little 
Horseguard district where they took up a 
homestead about 1907. Mrs. Hicks, the former 
Ann M. Bond, was born in Haverhill, 
‘Massachusetts, December 25, 1853 and married 
James P. Hicks December 23, 1875. There were 
two children of this marriage, Hiram P. and Min- 
nic Estelle, Minnie was born at Bradford, 
Massachusetts, October 7, 1879. James P. Hicks 
was a shoemaker by trade before coming to 
Alberta. 

‘They lived in a log house with a sod roof. The 
Hicks’ were noted gardeners and their beautiful 
flowers were artistically arranged on either side 
of the walks, made from poles laid crosswise, 
leading to the workshed, well and garden. Mr. 
Hicks picked fresh flowers, arranged them in a 
tin can, and gave them to the children passing by 
his homestead to give to thelr teacher. They had 
a phonograph with the cylindrical records which 











they enjoyed, as did their neighbors who came to 
visit. Mr. Hicks threshed his first crops by 
beating the heads of grain on a spiked log. 

Later, the Hicks’ left thelr homestead to 
make their home on an acreage in Alhambra, 
now the K. Sunde residence. Here they also had & 
beautiful Hower garden, so beautiful that it 
merited being photographed and put on the front 
cover of a McKenzie Seed Catalogue. 

‘Mrs. Hicks was very fond of children and 
when she no longer was able to look after the 
flower garden, they picked bouquets of wild 
flowers for her and in return she gave them can- 
ay 

‘Mr. Hicks died at Alhambra on January 15, 
1929 and Mrs. Hicks died on August 11, 1938. They 
are buried in the Leslieville Cemetery. 





HICKS, HIRAM P. AND JENNY 

Hiram P. Hicks homesteaded in the Little 
Horseguard district about the same time as his 
father, James P. Hicks. Hiram married Jenny 
Redmond and they had four children, Charlotte, 
Harry, William, and Marjorie, 

Hiram Hicks was the first school teacher at 
the Little Horseguard School when it opened in 
1912. 

He was a veteran of the Boer War. He enlisted 
in World War 1 and he was killed in action. 


LESSING, FER} 
ESTELLE 

Mr. Ferdinand Ernst Lessing was a phar- 
macist who worked for a hospital in Chicago. He 
was born March 23, 1872 In Germany. He was 
very interested in ‘going homesteading after 
realizing how well his friends, Fred and Herman 
von Hollen were faring after they homesteaded 
in North Dakota. When the von Hollens left North 
Dakota to go homesteading in Alberta, in the Lit 
tle Horseguard area in 1909, Mr. Lessing came to 
visit them but stayed and homesteaded land 
north of Fred's, now the Fritz von Hollen farm. 
For a time Mr. Lessing operated a general store 
at Stauffer where he also stocked medicines. He 
drove with team and buggy from his homestead 
to manage the store. 

On August 21, 1909, he married Miss Minnie 
stelle Hicks. In 1911 the Lessings took little 
Stanley Barrett, at two years of age, to live with 
them as his mother had died. Stanley now lives 
at Horsefly and at Summerland, B.C. 

‘Mr. Lessing built and operated a drug store in 
Alhambra, driving with team and buggy from 

is homestead to manage the store. In 1931 the 
Lessings built a home on an acreage in Alham- 
bra and left the homestead. When they 
Purchased the Sam Emmerson Store from his 
nephew, Mr. Gould, who was looking after the es- 
tate, the Lessings stocked this store with 
medicinal products as they had sold the drug 
store. Mr. Lessing was praised by doctors for his 
wonderful ability as a pharmacist and for his 
devotion to his profession. At one time Mr. Less. 





(AND ERNST AND MINNIE 

















Lessing's Drug Store built in easly 1920's; later used as a 
residence 


ing had a room available in the drug store every 
Friday for Dr. Greenaway to see people in the 
district who needed medical help. “Mr. Lessing 
with his knowledge of medicine rendered in. 
valuable service to the community and many a 
one can remember with gratitude his help in 
time of trouble”, 1 

Mr. Lessing died on March 20, 1935, His wife 
continued operating the Lessing Store until she 
decided to retire in 1947 and she sold the 
business to John and Evelyn MacDonald. 

AS a young woman, she was a secretary to Sir 
Wilfred Laurier, Prime Minister of Canada from 
1896 to 1911. She was secretary-treasurer of the 
Alhambra School Distriet No 2930 from 1927 to 
1940. Her excellent short-hand was put to good 
use during all these years, whether in business or 
in the home. 

On her 70th birthday she held a birthday party 
and many friends called to enjoy this day with 
her. She was a gracious hostess. This party 
became an annual event, a highlight of the year 
for her many friends, 

Mrs. Lessing was very interested in outdoor 
activities and on her 80th birthday she still en 
joyed riding her wooden wheeled bicycle with the 
children in the area. She skated on the open rink 
at the Community Hall and taught young 
children how to skate. Children enjoyed visiting 
Mrs. Lessing. She let them play with her dolls 
and toy dishes and gave them real tea parties! 
She enjoyed her garden with its colorful flowers 
and a variety of vegetables, 

In the fall of 1968 she moved to the Sylvan 
Lake Senior Citizens Home. She died November 
26, 1968 at the age of 89 years in the Eckville 
Municipal Hospital after a brief illness. She was 
buried in the Leslieville Cemetery in the family 
plot beside her husband, 

















JOHNSTON, WATKIN (WATT) — by Ken Mar- 
Fs 


Watt Johnston came to the Alhambra area in 
1936. At that time he was working for John Honan 
who had purchased the E %4-19-39-5 5. 





Other Days and Other Ways — by John R. Kerr. 
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They came from the Innisfail area and he had 
worked for Mr. Honan for several years at In- 
nisfail. Watt was a story teller of distinction and 
renown and he could entertain you for hours at a 
time. After leaving Honans he worked for Angus 
Martin in his sawmill and then worked for a time 
in the Bentley area. After that he returned to 
Alhambra and made his home with Bill Far- 
quharson when he was not working somewhere 
else. He worked for Frank Scott on his farm and 
in the winter months helped Frank Scott with his 
butchering and meat curing business for two 
years, He also worked a few crop seasons for 
Bert Smith on his farm and in the winter months 
worked for various lumber camps in the Rocky 
Mountain House and Horburg areas always 
returning to Bill Farquharson. Watt was a man 
who could do almost any job. He was a good cook 
and good with livestock. He was a very handy 
man to have around if you had a bunch of young 
boar hogs or bull calves as he was an expert 
with a Knife, Little is known of his early life or 
where he originated from. He passed away very 
suddenly in 1956 








JONES, JOHN AND GRIEF 

In 1905, John Humphrey-Jones of Brockville, 
Ontario and his brother, Griff, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, decided to answer all the advertisements 
telling of land for the taking in the Canadian 
West, and to homestead in Alberta. 

John’s landlady, as she told him goodbye, 
said fearfully, “Don’t let the Indians get you, 
Johnny!” 

On the train on their way west, they met Tom 
Butler from Ontario, and Tom Peel trom 
England. They decided to travel west together. In 
Red Deer they bought a team, a wagon, and 
supplies and headed west. They settled on Sec- 
tion 20-39-5-W5, about five miles west of 
Leslieville. On Tom Butler’s quarter they built a 
small log cabin in which they batched. They cut 
fence posts and did some clearing until winter 
drove them out to work where they could until 
they could return in the spring when this land 
was thrown open for homesteading and they 
could file on it legally. 

John, a moulder by trade, had spent the 
winter in Victoria, British Columbia, where he 
worked at his trade but Griff had gone home to 
Cleveland to prepare to move his family to 
Alberta. They had begun to build a log house 
before his departure and the others worked on it 
In his absence. 

On September 3, 1906, the Griff Jones family 
arrived in Red Deer. After having always lived 
na big clty they found the contrast overwhelm 
ing, especially, as Mrs. Jones never went 
anywhere to meet other women and so did not 
see another woman for the first year there. 

It was some time before their furniture 
arrived so it was indeed hard and at last they 
were fairly comfortable but, alas, come spring, 
the sod roof proved to be too thin to turn the rains 




















and all the furniture was ruined. Oh, some of it 
was usable, but it never looked the same again. 

‘Tom Peel decided he preferred land farther 
south. Eventually Griff's stepson, George, 
homesteaded the other quarter. 

‘The children were Helen 16, Theresa 11, 
George seven, (all MeGuires, children of Mrs. 
Jones’ former marriage), Grace three, and twin 
sons, Harold and Howard, nine months. 

‘They had some good times and some bad ones 
but the highlight was the birth of another 
daughter in June, 1909. They named her Myrtle. 

In April, 1911 Helen McGuire and John Jones 
drove into Red Deer and were married in the 
Baptist Church. They had a double grain box on 
the sleigh and besides a load of seed grain for 
themselves, they had a load for Mr. Malcolm. On 
the way home a chinook wind blew up and to save 
the horses they both walked most of the way 
home. Both being red headed and fair skinned, 
they were both sun and wind burned and their 
feet were blistered. Helen was sitting with her 
feet in a basin of water when a commotion arose 
outside. All the neighbors, mostly young 
bachelors, had gathered to charivari the 
newlyweds — very embarrassing at the time but 
something to laugh about in later years! 

In November they moved to Calgary and in 
February a baby girl was born to them, named 
Eunice. In the spring they returned home but 
next year they again went back to Calgary where 
a son, Richard, was born in August, 1913. At 

ristmas time they returned to the farm. In the 
winter of 1915 they moved into Leslieville and 
soon John and Fred Forman left for Toronto 
where John got work in a foundry. In August, 
Helen and the children joined him. in May, 1917 
twins were born, Norman and Edythe, and in 
September, 1918'a son, Howard, was born, In 
November ‘of that year’ the whole family came 
near to death in the great flu epidemic but even- 
tually they all recovered. They moved to Guelph 
in 1919 and later they moved to Preston and then 
in 1921 they moved back to the homestead. 

It was too difficult for Eunice and Richard to 
get to school at Beaver Flat so they moved into 
Alhambra where they lived for about a year. 
John worked on the track and Helen ran a café. 
They moved to Calgary in the fall of 1922 where 
they made their home for the next 11 years, com: 
ing to the farm for summer holidays. 

‘in 1922 the Griff Jones family left the farm for 
good, moving to Rocky Mountain House where 
the older folks lived for the rest of their lives with 
the exception of a couple of years spent in British 
Columbia. They are both buried in the Pine 
Grove Cemetery. As the rest of the family grew 
up they left Rocky Mountain House to make their 
homes elsewhere. 

The John Jones family moved back to the 
farm to stay in 1933. Times were hard but we had 
‘some very good times with friends and neighbors 
dropping ‘in. We seldom had a Sunday without a 
houseful of guests enjoying the music we had, the 























singing, not to mention Mom’s good cooking, the 
laughter and the teasing and the jokes. 

In October, 1936 Edythe and Norman Peter- 
son were married In Red Deer. Norman was the 
son of another ploneer family and an excellent 
musician who played his banjo for years all over, 
this part of the country. In August, 1937 they had 
a son, David, who Is also a musician playing the 
accordian in several dance bands. In March, 1939 
a daughter, Coral, was born. In 1940 Norman 
enlisted and in 1941 he was sent overseas serving 
there until he was tnvalided home in 1944. In 1945 
a son, Philip, (Skip) was born, 

In’ 1938 Eunice married Fred Manning, a 
neighboring farmer's son. They lived at the Man- 
ning farm for a few months then moved to 
Calgary where Fred enlisted in the navy and was 
sent to Comox where Eunice joined him. He 
served later at Esquimalt and received a 
medical discharge. They came back to Alberta 
for a short time, then returned to British Colum- 
bia. Fred worked for a few years in the shipyards 
in Victoria and eventually for B.C. Hydro. He 
retired to Victoria and then to Qualicum Beach. 
Eunice passed away in June, 1975. Fred has 
since remarried and lives in Victoria. 

Richard became a baker and worked in 
Calgary, Rocky Mountain House and Sylvan 
Lake before enlisting in the navy in 1940. He was 
sent to the east coast where he Saw a great deal 
of action in convoy duty, was wounded, and 
served until the end of the war. He moved to Vie- 
torla upon receiving his discharge in 1945 and 
has made his home there ever since. He married 
Lucille Turcotte in 1947. A daughter, Helen, was 
born in 1948, and in 1951 a daughter, Judith, was 
bora, Helen is Mrs. Dale Finlan and lives in'Van- 
couver, Judy is Mrs. Larry Gault and lives in 
Victoria. 

Norman Jones also enlisted but for health 
reasons was soon discharged. He lived in 
Calgary and in Edmonton for some years but 
eventually moved to Vancouver and now lives 
with his wife, Edith, in Port Alberni. They have 
two daughters and’a son, Both daughters are 
married as is Norman's daughter, Judy, by his 
first marriage. They have four grandchildren. 

Howard Jones enlisted in the army and was 
sent to the east coast on his way overseas but he 
fell ill in Halifax. After several months in 
hospital there he was sent back to Alberta where 
he served in the Provost Corps for the duration. 
In 1945, he married Millie Latimer in Calgary. 
They have two children, Bob, born in 1946 an 
Gwen, born in 1947. Howard drove his truck and 
worked on road construction. He also bought the 
homestead from his dad hoping to make his 
home there eventually but they moved to 
Calgary and in April, 1958 he was killed in an ac 
cident. The two children are now grown up and 
married and Millie has remarried. They all 
make their homes in Calgary. 

In October, 1955 John Jones died of a heart at- 
tack in the Alhambra store, minutes after having 




















said he never felt better in his life. Helen Jones 
died in the Red Deer General Hospital after a 
few months’ illness in April, 1976. They are 
buried in the Pine Grove Cemetery. 

Norman Peterson became postmaster at 
Alhambra in 1948. In 1951 the family moved to 
Vancouver where they lived until 1959 when they 
returned to Alhambra. Norman passed away in 
May, 1968. Edythe lives in Alhambra where she 
is the postmistress. 

In March, 1961 David and Joyce Paulson were 
married in ‘Alhambra. In January, 1962 their 
daughter, Carol, was born. Their daughter, 
Michel, was the’ Eckville New Year’s baby in 
1973. They live in the Arbutus district. 

Coral and Laverne Ahistrom were married in 
June 1961. They have three children, Pauline 14, 
John 11, and Nelson nine. They farm in the Ar- 
butus district 

Philip and Terry Cartwright were married on 
April 5, 1975. They make their home in Alhambra 
with Terry's three children, Hallie 12, Don 10, 
and Kim six. Skip is very well known as a 
guitarist, 


KERR, JOHN ROBSON 

John Robson Kerr came to Canada in 1907 
from New Abbey, Scotland at the age of 22 years. 
He spent the first winter in Montreal and then in 
the spring of 1908 he came west to Alberta where 
he worked on a farm at Airdrie and in the 
Coronation district. In the fall of 1908 he filed on a 
homestead in the Alhambra district on the NE 9- 
39-5-W5 where he lived until his retirement to 
Red Deer in 1951. He lived there until his death in 
1973. (Mrs. Kerr passed away in 1974) 

‘When he lived in the Alhambra district he was, 
active in bringing about the first school and 
served on the school board for many years. In his 
later years he wrote a short history of the Alham- 
bra district and was very interested in the keep- 
ing of history of different districts. 

He was married in 1912 to Nina Thompson 
also of Scotland. They had two children, Nina 














Honeymoon race at J. Kes picaic July 1, 1986. Back row: Mac 
Polit, Margaret Scott, Alma Sande, ohn Dickson, Matte Wilt 
‘and Charlie Farquharson, Front row: Ella MeCarrol, Ted Polit, 
Unknowa, Donna Dickson. 











born in 1921 who died of pneumonia in 1928, and 
Edith, born in 1923, now living in Edmonton. She 
married T. W. (Bill) Peel in 1947 and they have 
five children. Bill [s also the son of an old pioneer 
of the Northup district near Condor. Tom Peel 
was an early thresherman of the district having 
one of the first steam outfits and moving on to 
more modern equipment in the 1920's. In 1918 he 
was married to Violet Perry of Condor. They had 
two sons and a daughter, Thomas W. (Bill), 
George of Sherwood Park, and Doris (Mrs. M. C: 
Knight) of Calgary. Mr. Peel died in 1956 and 
Mrs, Peel remarried in 1961 to Dominic Silver. 
‘They now live in Calgary. 

‘The Bill Peel family of Edmonton consists of 
Brian, 23, assistant manager of Clearview 
Restaurant in Red Deer, Barbara, 22, who is now 
Mrs, Keith Gheseger of Brooks, Douglas, 19, 
working for Canadian Propane, Edmonton, 
Kathy, 16, Grade 11 student and partime worker 
at University Hospital, Jeannie, 10, school girl 
and a Brownie. 


KILLICK, BERNARD AND RENE 

Bernatd and Rene Killick purchased the 
“Sloan's Service Station” on Highway 11 at the 
Alhambra Corner in September, 1962, where 
they operated under the name of "Killick's Esso 
Service” for the next 14 years. In the spring of 
4963 they acquired the quarter section of land 
that the Station is located on, also from Havelock 
Sloan, and they built their home east of the Sta 
tion 

‘The “Quarter”, SW-4-39-5-W5, has an in. 
teresting history. It was homesteaded In March 
1906 by Bryam Brothers, Percy and John 
‘Thomas, who were ‘Glass Bottle Blowers" by 
trade, from Yorkshire, England, and who knew 
absolutely nothing about farming, let alone how 
to clear land and prove up a homestead. 
However they were good workers and eventually 
cleared enough land to put in a crop. The story 
goes that when asked what thelr first crop would 
be thelr answer was "Rolled Oats”, and so the 
“Quarter” was named and to the oldtimers of the 
district it is still referred to as the ‘Rolled Oat 
Quarter”. 

The Killicks enlarged and modernized the 
Service Station and for 14 years enjoyed an ever 
increasing volume of business as the traffic in- 
creased on Highway 11. During that time it 
might be of Interest to note some of the 
employees at the Station. They include Ralph 
Whaley, Warren Randall, Garth Ahlstrom, Milt 
Zirk, Alec McRae, Doug Hope, Ed Mushka, Joe 
Frith, Garry Bert, Havelock Sloan and then of 
course there was “Bacchus” who came to the 
station as a pup. The big “Black Dog”, as known 
to 100's, efficiently guarded the station for 15 
years until his death in October, 1977. 

‘The Killicks sold to Garry Bert in July, 1976. 
‘They intend to continue to live in their home just 
asi of the service station. 

‘Their son, Jim, was married in 1973 to Miss, 




















Linda Johnson of Edmonton. They are living in 
Brentwood Bay, B.C., and have a son, Timothy 
two years old. 

‘Their daughter, Maureen, lives in Calgary 
where she is employed by an airline company. 





KIRBY, THOMAS M. AND MARY — (By Jessie 
(Kirby) Harris) 

‘Thomas Miles Kirby was born April 21, 1858 
not far from Salt-Lick, Tennessee. He was the 
eldest of five. During the Civil War, his mother 
walked for miles to get cornmeal for her family, 
only to have the rebels take it from her. Great 
Grandpa, Lon Kirby, was at war fighting with 
the Northern soldiers, and the Kirbys lived in the 
south. 

In 1878, he and Mary Biles eloped in the night 
and were married. They had eight children: 
‘Timothy, Susan, Jesse, Lucy, Sam, Eller, Huston 
and Zora. They lived in Tennessee until 1900 
where they were sharecroppers. Then they drove 
a covered wagon to Tilinois with four horses 
loaded with all their possssions, There in Iino 
Grandpa rented land, and the boys and girls that 
were old enough worked out, 

In 1914, they sold all they had except dishes, 
bedding, and clothing which was all packed In a 
large wooden box and shipped to Canada. About 
November 25, 1914 Grandpa homesteaded the SW 
13-38-6-W5. He was a good woodsman. The logs in 
their house were hewed by hand with a broad 
axe, It was a small house, two beds in one end, a 
table in the centre, while the other end served as 
kitchen. He dug a well six feet in diameter and 
2 feet deep and cribbed it with field stones. It 
was there for twenty some years. Grandma 
baked baking powder biscuits for Grandpa three 
times a day, which almost everybody enjoyed 
when they were there for meals. She sometimes 
had to take care of people who came along sick 
with colds or flu in winter times. Their place was 
mid-way between Caroline and Alhambra or 
Rocky Mountain House. After Tim Kirby moved 
away there were no close neighbours. 

In the early days he cut tamarack posts all 






































‘Tom Kirby in front of his house in Alhambra with grandson, 
Lelie Hats 1948. 
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winter and managed to buy a team of horses and 
a cow. A quarter section of land for $10 was the 
only way they could own land. They always had 
people coming in but mostly in the summer as 
the lake was on one corner of his homestead, 
‘There always was a boat on the lake and it was a 
g00d place for a plenic. 

Each Saturday he could be seen driving his 
grey mare to town; she was in good shape, but 
was driven quite fast to town and back again. 

‘The work on the farm proved to be too much, 
so the farm was traded to Gus Sininger for his 
blacksmith shop and a small three-room house in 
Alhambra. Here the Kirbys lived until Grandma 
passed away in April 1935. Grandpa then went to 
the Lacombe Home at Midnapore for a short 
time; he came back looking pale, and said, “If 
I'd stayed there I would soon died”. After that he 
lived in Rocky Mountain House a short time. He 
then built a small two-room shack in Alhambra 
where he lived by himself until he passed away 
in December, 1946. He would have been 89 in 
April. While he lived the last few years in Alham- 
bra, he would walk the four and one half miles to 
his granddaughter Jessie Harris's house, the old 
J.C. Adam’s place; now the Jay Harris farm, 
When he was ready to go home, he would walk 
the four and one haif miles back. He did not want 
a car ride, unless it was when he wanted to go. 
He stood very straight; he never stooped from 
old age. 

















KIRBY, THE TIMOTHY SEE AND LIZZIE 
FAMILY — (By Eller Scott) 

rim Kirby was born in Tennessee in 1880. 
When he was 20 years old his whole family 
moved to Illinois. He was the eldest of eight 
children, His mother's father was a blacksmith 
from Ireland, so he learned from him. In 1904 he 
married Lizzie Miller who was born in Illinois in 
1889. Tim was just a farm hand and did rent 
‘some farms but he could never hope to be able to 
buy a farm of his own in that good farming coun. 
try so looked elsewhere. There was lot of country 
opening up in the north and west. After looking 
over all the information, he decided on western 
Canada and once he saw Alberta that was It; he 
even took a whiskey bottle of Bow River water 
all the way back to Illinois for them to see clear 
water. 

We moved up in the fall of 1913 and had a 
C.P.R. quarter for 145 years, then homesteaded 
the present George Cermak farm, NE 12-38-6.W5 
in March, 1915. Things weren’t too bad but never 
to0 good. There seemed to be always children! 
Jessie, Annie, Maggle, Eller, Leona, (died in 
1928), ‘Tim, the first boy, Winnie, Norma, the 
twins William and Willard, Alfred, Fay’ and 
David. Nearly all the girls were the oldest and 
the boys came along after. Poor Tim — raised 
with seven girls! We girls had to work outside 
and help in the shop and do the farm work; then 
the boys were born and raised in town. Phooey! 

“When the T. S. Kirby family arrived on the 










































‘Timothy and Lizse Kirby and thei daughters: Eller (Kieby) 
Scot, Magele (Kirby) Peterson, Annie (Kirby) Addy, and Jesse 
‘kirby Harn 


homestead in the Horseguard district in 1914; 
Jessie was seven, Annie was five, Maggie was 
three, and Eller a year old. Leona, Tim, and Win- 
nie were all born’on the homestead. Annie was 
elght when they started to school at Arbutus 
where they walked as Tim needed the horses for 
farm work. Otherwise they went by horse and 
buggy to the school for four months of every 
year. Their lunches consisted of biscuits, moose 
Steak and a quart of vegetables and a whole pie. 
Eller was guite astounded at the dainty 
sandwiches and cake the other children had for 
lunch and asked one child ‘Is that all your belly 
can hold?" Mrs. Hockett was the first teacher 
they had, followed by Tom O'Connor for two 
years, The six oldest children contacted small 
ox in 1917 and Lizzie nursed them through it 
with only an old doctor book to help her. It ad- 
vised to drink cream of tartar water to thin the 
blood. They came through it with no scars and no 
loss of life. Their nearest neighbor was four 
miles away and no one came near them, 

‘The older chidren had the job of threshing the 
grain with clubs, then fanning it through the 
hand fanning mill. Up until that time there had 
been no seed grain grown west of Benalto. Annie 
had a lesson in cash and credit when quite young, 
‘Tim had sent her to Alhambra for groceries with 
the horse and buggy. He gave her strict instrue- 
tions to pay for the groceries. When she got the 
groceries, Charlie Raine asked her if that would 
be cash or credit. She didn’t know what he was 
talking about and was too shy to ask so she said, 
‘Credit’, and took off like a scared rabbit, When 
she got’ home and Tim found out that she had 
charged the groceries he gave her quite a lecture 
on which was which. A few weeks later, Henry 
Lund came by to have a look at the seed oats the 
children had threshed, and made the comment 
that he ‘sure had to give the children credit for 
the good job they had done’. Annie piped up and 
said she didn’t want the credit — she'd take the 
cash! Tim was quite embarrassed but found out 
she'd learned her lesson on cash and credit. 



















Lizzie and Annie were skinning rabbits by 
lantern light one evening outside with Annie 
chattering nervously as there were many bears 
and cougars around. When Annie saw a shadow 
pass betiveen two buildings, she screamed, ‘Bob. 
at’ and ran for the house. When she came back 
with the gun it was to find Lizzie beating Tim on 
the ground and he laughing as hard as he could. 
It took them an hour to find the knives by lantern 
ight, 

When we came from the States we had five 
horses; one of these was a pacer, a lovely horse 
— some relation of Don Patch. We never knew 
how Pop got him but he came home late one 
night in Illinois and had this lovely horse. He 
never stole him because no one ever hung him 
for It! He was a pacer and if you tightened the 
relns nothing ever passed him, not even J. C. 
Adams 1919 Model-T car. Of course our roads 
weren't speed ways. That corduroy by the 
Horseguard Creek on Number 11 was like a 
rough roller coaster. Mr. Lessing bought that 
horse and he ran in Bill Farquharson's pasture 
till he was over 30 years old. 

We had two cows when we came to Alhambra, 
but had to let them go for groceries and we were 
without a cow for nearly two years. In 1916 it was, 
cold and wet and the gardens were poor. Pop 
went out to the prairies to harvest. He was gone a 
long time. Our homestead house had no upstairs 
till about 1917, then that was better. We had more 
room but the stove pipe went just through the 
floor above. One morning someone left clothes 
by the pipe and the upstairs caught on fire. 
Grandpa had just come over to see us about 
something and ran upstairs with the water pail 
and threw that on, then threw the “thunder 
mug” on it and Pop came running in from the 
barn with two big pails of milk and that went on it 
too. We got it out! Mother lost her three beautiful 
hats and some clothes and the pane was out of 
the window, but we didn’t have to move out. We 
were sure lucky. 

No one lived closer than three miles and we 
had muskegs to cross to get out. We had moose 
and deer to eat quite often and also ducks and 
prairie chicken. Pop hunted enough lynx, 
muskrats and coyotes to get a start in the 
blacksmith shop in Alhambra. We were too far 
from school and the roads were terrible so had to 
carry an axe and a saw to cut the trees out of the 
road if the wind blew. The trees were sure thick 
and tall. By the time we got established the war 
twas well on and they wouldn't take Pop — he had 
too many kids — but a lot of homesteaders had 
gone to war or left the country for easler places. 

Dave Howard lived between the big and small 
muskeg lakes and he made bricks. Our well was 
cribbed with the cull. Grandpa's well was 
ribbed with stone. We both had well houses and 
they were dark and cool to keep things in. When 
we went to town it was an all day ordeal because 
to Alhambra there were about six gates and to 
Rocky Mountain House there were 17 but by 1918 














the roads were getting a little organized, before 
that we just went from farmyard to farmyard. T 
don't think Pop did much road work for his taxes, 
‘but after 1920 a lot of people did. I’m not too sure 
how much the taxes were, but men and horses 
scratched away with old skinny horses and old 
wagons trying to battle the muskegs. There were 
a lot of people who came here to get freedom and 
didn't have any idea how to hitch or drive a 
horse, use an axe or shovel and couldn't sharpen 
an axe, Thelr fence rails looked like a beaver had 
cut them off. Our Grandpa was a real 
\woodsman; his axes were razor sharp and it took 
so much less time and effort. A lot of people 
Grove their horses one-half a horse ahead of the 
other. The traces were not the same length, but 
they were hooked in the last link, one would be 
tight, the other nearly dragging on the ground. In 
the late winter and spring of 1919 there was a 
shortage of hay. People came for miles to our 
place for hay. Dad sold it for $10 per wagon box 
load. They would cover it with blankets so people 
would noi see what they were hauling, 

On the homestead we learned to tan hides and 
to make our own Iye. We had a hopper that you 
put poplar wood ashes into and poured rain 
\water over that; what came out the bottom was 
Iye that bleached our clothes. 

‘We moved to Alhambra in April, 1921, and 
just got there and had measles, so couldn't get to 
school for another sbx weeks, by the time it got 
through all of us. Jessie and Annie had had only 
about four months of schooling by then as the Ar- 
‘butus school only stayed open for alittle while in 
the summer. So when we got to school in Alham 
bra there was a school for about 28 children and 
when they all came, which wasn't very often, 
there were 45, three in a double seat. T was only 
eight and all that mass of kids sure astounded 
me. I will never know how the teachers got 
things across with all those kids and elght grades 
and three or four years difference in the ages in 
each grade. Some kids started when they were 
five and others not till they were eight or nine. 
My teachers at Alhambra were Miss Foss, Mrs. 
Patterson, Miss Crawford, Miss Clark, Mr. Motr, 
Miss Thorpe and Mr. Hicks. 

Pop was the blacksmith not far from the 
school and real strict with us. If we did anything 
wrong someone would tell him, then look out! In 











Tim Kirby's Blacksmith Shop in Alhambra, 1930. 











1917, Mr. Bill Bisset had a store, then that burned 
down, We got smallpox from him in February, 
1918. That was bad! Then Charlie Raine built a 
big store with a dance hall above with a stage 
and a grand plano. He got a Delco plant in 1921, 
Sam Emmerson built a store about 1919, and Mr. 
Lessing a drug store about 1922. There was a pool 
room on the side of Charlie Raines’ store till 1923, 
then Joe Sullivan built a bungalow up where the 
Post Office is now. Mrs. Bill Wallace was a 
dress-maker and had some dry goods in a small 
building Just south of Charlie Raine’s store, then 
Addy's had the hotel with seven rooms upstairs. 
‘A restaurant was just over by the new pool room. 
‘There was a butcher shop just north of Charlie 
Raine’s store that hadn't been open very long. A 
hop house where you got your grain ground was 
Just behind Charlie Raine’s and there was a trac. 
tor in the shed behind Wallaces. Mr. Wallace was 
a conductor for the C.P-R. They had a farm Just 
northeast. Well, on the night of April 29, 1924 
Jessie had to have a drink of water and she heard 
a noise and looked out of the window and that hall 
above Raine's store was in flames. We all tore 
down there and the Wallaces had only gotten out 
In their night clothes. There were five children, 
‘The store, the floor in the pool hall, the flour 
shed, Wallace’s store, the butcher shop, the chop 
house and the tractor all went. We didn’t have 
much town left. The wind was from the 
southeast, otherwise most of the town would 
have gone. It seemed the 29th of April was 
“disaster” for that place. A couple of times since 
there have been fires on that day. Then on the 
29th of May, the little Luychfassel two-year old 
granddaughter got lost and she was found the 
next day about noon, 

The train came by Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, anytime between five and 10 o'clock and 
went back next morning at five. We had pretty 
good mail service. Every Friday night people 
‘would come to town and wait for the mail to get 
sorted; it was in the corner of Sam Emmerson’s 
store. That store would be packed with people 
waiting and sometimes they would eat peanuts 
till the shells covered the floor. In the early twen- 
ties, a sugar shortage occurred. One time we had 
company for supper and ran out of sugar so 
Maggie and I had to run and get some. She was 
too shy to ask for it so I had to. Pop said to tell 
Sam, I'll be down and pay after supper””. He had 
refused to give anyone Sugar without the cash, 
He looked over his glasses and the counter at me 
and I said, “Pople wants some sugar” and he 
said, “Have you got the cash?" I didn’t know 
what cash was and being me never sald, “No”, in 
my life hardly, I said, “Yes”, so he put the sugar 
on the counter. I grabbed it and said, “Poppie’ll 
pay you after supper” and was out the door 
before he could say anything. The folks didn’t 
know about it for about three months, but those 
farmers, I guess, learned how to get sugar. 

Before the Raine hall burned, we had our 
wristmas concerts and gatherings in there and 
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had the two Mrs. Catlings to play that grand 
piano, which was wonderful. Then the Christmas 
after that, 1924, we had to have it in a hall Roy 
Addy had built about 14 block east of the school. 
‘The weekend before Christmas it started to snow 
and it snowed till Monday. The snow was nearly 
waist deep on us kids. We went to school because 
it was just past the shop. We got the fire started 
and the teacher and we were the only ones there 
till Thursday and Friday night was the concert 

No one came to town till Wednesday and the 
train came out on Thursday behind the 
snowplow. That concert was the poorest we ever 
had; about one third of the kids didn’t come and 
those who did hadn't practiced for a week. I think 
that was the year we all got calendar ther. 

mometers for Christmas and late in January this 
lady came in and said, "Sam, have you another 
calendar!? Mine froze and broke". He said, 
“You shouldn’t have put it outside."" She said, “I 
didn’t, it was in our house, it was only 10 below." 

In ‘the early 20s there was a post yard in 
Alhambra where Emmerson and Raine bought 
‘wood props and posts and stored them just east 
of town, There was a cattle loading shute and 
corral. ‘That yard would be full by spring, 
sometimes right up by the station, You would 
drive up to the store and the man would come 
out, mark the end of every stick with a colored 
chalk and give you credit on your grocery bill 

‘Tim Kirby’s first shop in Alhambra was about 
where Mushka’s house is. It was an old black 
building with a big black poplar in front of the 
door. Pop would come out and stand under it and 
we would say, "Under the spreading chestnut 
tree. . . “He was there till 1928. We got a 1917 
Overland car in 1923. There were quite a few cars 
in the district. Everyone went along ‘cause you 
all had to push through all the mud holes. There 
again you had to carry an axe. 

The Kirby’s moved to the Ahlstrom farm 
from 1928 to 1934, then they went to Rocky Moun- 
tain House and he was the blacksmith there the 
rest of his life. Mrs. Kirby learned the trade. She 
worked in the shop all through the 1939 to 1945 
war and said that using the acetylene torch 
wasn’t half as hard as using a broom or mop un- 
der the bed. 

The five oldest boys are blacksmiths and 
mechanics and the youngest is a cook in the 
PP.C.LL. 

Late in 1924, Harvey Anderson, a grain buyer, 
came to Alhambra and built an elevator. It took 
a long time to build, but was an asset. Fred 
‘Mushka was the section man and sure a wonder: 
ful person. If we could all be like him this world 
would be a wonderful place. 

In about 1922, Mr. Tomsick from Arbutus 
came to our school with his trained dog, and put 
on a show for us. He also had a few shows in the 
Raine hall. We would all march down two by two 
to the hall. He took that dog on a tour all through 
the States and later sold him in California. 

‘Temple Crawford started us playing basket. 



































ball in the summer of 1924. We had a pretty good, 
basketball team. All the girls had to bring 10 or 
15 cents to buy the ball and the bladder to go in- 
side, 


HARRIS, THE JAY L. AND JESSIE FAMILY — 
(By Jessie Harris) 

‘Jay Louis Harris was born at Silver Creek, 
Nebraska, U.S.A., in a little sod house on October 
21, 1899, His mother passed away in April, 1900, 
so his grandparents took him and raised him as 
their own. In 1903, they came to Ponoka, Alberta 
where they took’a homestead about 12 miles 
north of Rimbey, near Spring Dale. While Jay 
lived with them, Grandpa Woods did land break- 
ing for customers with oxen. In 1912, Grandpa 
Woods passed away. Jay then went to Ponoka, 
where he lived with an aunt and went to school 
for a short time. Then he worked in and around 
Ponoka; he hauled coal to the asylum for a while. 

Following that he went on horseback to 
Lougheed where he worked as a farm-hand for 
farmers in that area for a few years. While in the 
district, he met Jessie Kirby and they were 
married in 1926. Jay and Jessie have three 
children; Irvin, born in 1928, farms north of 
Rocky Mountain House; Wilma, (Mrs. 
DeCoteau) lives on an acreage on the home 
place, and Leslie is a mechanic and drives a 
“eat” ‘In the fall they moved to Alhambra, 
where Jay worked for ‘Tim Kirby for a year. The 
following winter he hauled saw logs and worked 
for Pete Peterson at his saw mill, 

In the spring of 1930, he rented the Bob 
Speedie farm, Nis 25-38-6-W5 and farmed there 
for seven years. The crops were good but some 
Wheat sold as low as 17¢ a bushel and 200-pound 
pigs sold for $4 a head! In the fall of 1931, after 
threshing, a little cyclone blew over the house 
blowing down the radio pole; also it blew the roof 
off a granary, carried it’ about 60 feet and 
deposited it on the straw stack. Jay's father lived 
with them for seven years. 

In 1939, he bought the old J. C. Adams 
homestead, SW 1-39-6-W5; that was where the old 
Horseguard store and post office had been from 
1909 to 1915. Clearing this land meant a lot of 
hard work with horses and grub hoe. Then later, 
clearing was done with a caterpillar tractor 
when money permitted, 

Now, Jay and Jessie live in Rocky Mountain 
House, where Jay works part-time running the 
car-wash for Pidherney. 























ADDY, THE ROY AND ANNIE FAMILY 

Roy left Ontario In 1903 and worked his way 
west arriving in Alberta in 1905 where he 
homesteaded north of Condor. One Christmas 
Eve he and a neighbor bachelor, Joe Nelson, 
decided to steal a chicken from a neighbor faml- 
ly. While Joe stole the chicken, Roy went to the 
house and kept the family busy, but when he 
went into the house he “‘chickened’” out and told 
the family that he thought someone was stealing 
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a chicken. The family, of course, caught Joe and 
invited the two of them to have Christmas dinner 
with them. Waldos bought his homestead in the 
1930" 

Warren (Rellly) Addy homesteaded in the 
Horseguard area a few years after that, and 
Roy bought his farm when Warren decided tq 
leave the country and go to Arizona, where he 
died a few years later. Roy and his mother lived 
on that farm and later sold it to Laughlin 
MacDonald and it is now owned by Tom Lund, 

Roy built a hotel in Alhambra in 1919-20, The 
store was built in 1926, but was first used as a 
dance hall. He married Annie Kirby in January, 
1929. They lived in the hotel and had four 





children. Louisa was born in Mrs. Porter’s nur. 
sing home in Eckville in December 1929. Jean 
was born at home in July, 1931, as was Evan in 
July, 1933, and Arran in May, 1935. 





The Addy Hote, 1930, 


Louisa began school in 1936 with Miss Sande 
teaching her for all of her school years in Alham- 
bra except for 1941 when Miss Kennedy taught, 
Jean began in 1937 with Miss Sande teaching her 
for all of her school years in Alhambra with the 
exception of 1941 when she had Miss Stagg from 
Nordegg. Evan began school in 1940 with Miss 
Sande the first year, followed by Mrs. Fleming of 
Rocky Mountain House, and Mrs. Stollings of 
Alhambra until 1945 - 46 when he had Mrs. Sunde 
(nee Sande) again. Arran began school in 1941 
with Mrs. Peggy Scott followed by Mrs. Stollings 
until 1947. Annie took Louisa and Jean to Red 
Deer in 1945 to finish their education. 

Roy died on June 25, 1947 at the age of 62 
years. Two years later Annie and the children 
bought the Telephone Office in Rocky Mountain 
House. In 1952 Annie sold the Telephone Otfice 
and after several years of office work, opened 
her first Fabric Shop in the Old Pewonka 
building (now Link Furniture). When expansion 
was necessary she moved from there to the Old 
Town Police Office. At the same time she 
organized and managed the Frosty Peak Drive 
In and Restaurant. ‘The last expansion of the 
Fabric Shop took her to the W. I. Hall. When it 
became necessary to expand again, she sold to 
Winnie Chevallier and began Ann’s Flea Market 
which she still operates. 

















Louisa began working at the Imperial Bank 
when Annie bought the Telephone Office and 
worked there until she married Vernon Ber- 
tagnolli in 1952 and moved to his farm in the 
Dovercourt area. They have four children: 
Deborah born in 1955, Barbara born in 1957, Roy 
born in 1959, and Robert born in 1966, 

Jean worked at the weather office for three 
years and at the Treasury Branch for another 
three years before marrying Donald Bertagnolli 
and moving to his farm in the Dovercourt area. 
‘They have five children. Rebecca, born in 1956, 
and married in 1977 to Dale Soppit of Rocky 
‘Mountain House — they live in Malta. Joe was 
born in 1957 and married Joanne Bergos of 
Bowden. They reside in Edmonton where they 
are continuing their education. Clark, born in 
1959, is in college in Red Deer. Karen, born in 
1961, and Mark, born in 1963. They are both at 
home and attending school in Rocky Mountain 
House. 

Evan went to school for two years in Rocky 
‘Mountain House and was involved in the army 
cadets and later the Reserve Army. He went to 
Wainwright with the reserve army and worked 
on the switchboard there for a year in 1951-52, 
From there he went to the Red Deer telephone of- 
fice as central office man. He married Marian 
Penner of Red Deer in 1956. They have three 
children, Diane was born in 1959, and is now 
training for a nurse in Edmonton, where Evan 
Was transferred in 1969. Heather was born in 1962 
and is in high school in Edmonton and their 
chosen son Christopher is six years old, Evan has 
been employed by A. G. T. for 25 years and is 
now staff supervisor, 

Arran finished his school in Rocky Mountain 
House, where he was involved with the army 
cadets and later with the reserve army. He 
worked with A. G. T. in Red Deer from 1956 - 58. 
He began the first Frosty Peak Drive-In in 
Rocky Mountain House in 1959 which he sold in 
1966 fo Leon LeCert. From there he went to Can- 
Aviation Electronics where he was employed as 
a radar technichian, on the construction of the 
DEW line. Then with A. G. T. and Calgary Power 
in Calgary which he left in 1975 and began his 
own Tele-Communications business in Calgary 
under the name of Del-Tronics which he Is still 
associated with. In 1975 he married Betty Per- 
saude of Guyana, South America. In 1976 he 
bought a motel in Florida and spends most of his 
time there, 





KUBIK, KEN AND SUSAN FAMILY 

‘The Ken Kubik family came to the Alhambra 
community in 1966. They lived on a small spot on 
the farm of Brian Sloan for six years. They then 
purehased an acre of land from George Loomer, 
and in 1974 they purchased the rest of the 
acreage. At this time Ken, Susan and three 
children, Cynthia, Donna and Jody are residing 
on the small acreage in the hamlet of Alhambra, 








LITTLE HORSEGUARD 
NO. 2377 

‘The Little Horseguard School District was es- 
tablished February 24, 1911 comprising of the 
following lands: Sections 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 
22, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34, the Eid 19-385. 
W5; Section 36, E14 25-38-6-W5. Mr. J. B. Olson of 
Pitcox, Alberta was Senior Trustee. 

Approval was given April 20, 1911 for a school 
site selected by the Board of Trustees of the Lit- 
tle Horseguard School District, situated one- 
quarter of a mile west of SE 29-38-5-W5, 

‘The sum of $1000 was borrowed April 24, 1911 
upon the security of the Little Horseguard School 
District, for the purpose of building and equip- 
ping a school house. The treasurer was Mr. H. P, 
Hicks of Evarts. 

















Authorization was given to alter the name of 
the Little Horseguard School District No. 2377 to 
Horseguard School District No. 2377, on July 13, 
1950. 

The downstairs of the George Walsh log house 
was used as a temporary school for a few 
months. The teacher was Chester Plank from 
Nova Scotia and when he went back there for 
Christmas he died of a heart attack. When the 
Little Horseguard School was opened in 1912 the 
first teacher was Hiram P. Hicks. Other 
teachers were: Mr. Chadsey, Mrs. Davis, Mr. E. 
Quantz, Mr. Leving, Mr. C. Springbett, Miss 
Anderson, Miss Jackson, Miss Carson, Miss A. 
Cook, Miss V. Jenson, Miss Mae Blair, Miss A. 
Clark, Miss L: Spencer, Mr. H. McCullough, Mr. 
Jardine, Mr. Hayhoe, Mrs. R. Betker, Mrs. F. G. 
Patterson, Irene Martin—supervised cor- 
respondence lessons; Mrs. Bligh. 

the sale of the site and building was approved 
July 26, 1962 located on the SE-29-38-5-W5. 


























THE LOOMER FAMILY — ©. A. (Ted) and 
Alena (Dutch), Grant and George 

In November 1934 we moved from the En- 
diang area to the Washington Heights School di 
triet. We bought a ¥4 section in that area. It was 
very dry on the prairie with lots of wind and dust 
storms, so we were glad to move to a district 
where ‘we would get more moisture. And, of 
course, we did get lots of rain! We went through 
all the hardships of a pioneer family: not enough 
acres under cultivation for grain and of course, 
carly frosts. 

We had good gardens but just the basic 
vegetables. It was too cool at nights for the fussy 
vegetables; we never grew tomatoes or 
cucumbers as they always froze. 

‘Most everyone in the area had just moved into 
the district and we were very pressed for cash 
Dut we all worked hard. 

‘Ted did a lot of road work for construction and. 
worked in the woods during the winter. The pay 
was not very good in those days but every dollar 
was a help. He finally got on a job with the 
government crushing gravel. 

We had a boy born to us when we were on the 
farm. Grant was a darling baby. We enjoyed him 
very much. 

In the spring of 1941 we had a sale and moved 
into Rocky Mountain House and bought a house 
so made our home there. 

In February of 1942 George was born, another 
lovely boy. During the summer of 1942 we went 
out with Ted. We bought a small trailer house 
and we lived in camp. It was very crowded but 
we were all together, although camp life wasn’t 
very good in which to bring up a family. 

he crusher was moved to the northern part 
of the province and I cooked for the crew. We had 
lots of moves, only had the same camp for three 
to four months, and we lived in tents the year 
round. We quit the government job in early 1951 
and moved back to Rocky Mountain House. Then 
‘Ted bought the farm of Robert Reid at Alhambra 
and we have lived here ever since. 

The boys finished their schooling at Alham- 
bra, Rocky Mountain House and David Thomp- 
son. We have enjoyed the district. I was on the 
community hall committee for several years. It 
has been a good district. The boys both played 
ball and were very active at hockey. 

Grant married Lorain Bardenhagen from 
Eckville in June, 1961. They had two sons, 
Bradley and Kelly, born in 1962 and 1964. 

After George quit school he worked for an oil 
company as battery operator for a few years. In 
July 1964 he married Heather Smith and they 
bought the Stollings property in Alhambra and 
lived there for several years. They have three 
sons, Derek, Roger, and ‘Trevor, also very In- 
terested in sports. When Heather’s dad retired, 
George and Heather bought some of his land on 
which they built a house and are now farming. 
‘They sold their property in Alhambra to Ken 
Kubik. 














We retired from the farm in 1971 and bought a 
house in Alhambra where we now live. 

Grant, our oldest son, has taken over the 
farm. Both boys have been active members of 
the community, serving on the hall board, etc. 


LUND, HELGE AND ISABELLE AND OLE 
LUND'— by John Thomas (Tommy) Lund 

In 1906 Helge Lund and Ole Lund came from 
Coal Harbor, North Dakota, to’ this district in 
search of land. Helge homesteaded on the NE 30- 
38-5-W5 and Ole homesteaded the SE¥% of the 
‘same section. 

In the spring of 1907 they moved here from the 
USA. Ole was unmarried, but Helge had a wife, 
Isabelle, and seven children. They were: Hilda 
12, Charlot and Herbert (twins) nine, Sophie 
seven, Olga five, Alfred three, and Marie one. 
‘The family lived in Red Deer for about six weeks 
while the men built a log house (which still 
stands) on the bank of the Little Horseguard 
Creek on the homestead. In 1908 another son, Ot- 
to, was born being the first white child born in 
this district. Later on twin girls, Nina and 
Christine, and finally another son, Tommy, were 
added to the family. 

In 1909 the eldest girl, Hilda, returned to 
South Dakota as there was no school here at that 
time. She still lives there, now 82 years of age. 
Helge passed away in 1916 and Ole returned to 
the U.S. where he died in 1920. Helge’s family 
took over Ole’s land. In 1921 the mother, Isabelle, 
ied. The second girl, Charlot, had died in the 
Flu” epidemic in 1918. Her twin brother, 
Herbert, lived here on the farm until he died in 
1967. 

Sophie became a stenographer working in 
Calgary where she married Herbert Bonham. 
They stayed in Calgary a number of years, then 
moved to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan and later to 
Winnipeg. He died several years ago and Sophie 
still lives there. 

Olga also was a stenographer working in 
Calgary. She and Sophie also took the younger 
children there to look after them after their 
mother's death. In 1926 Olga married the 
Lutheran minister who was serving this district 
at that time. They lived in Alhambra until 1928 
when he was transferred to Spirit River. Later, 
{ey moved to Meliowdale where Olga died in 
1945. 

Alfred spent most of his life in this district 
farming and sawmilling. He served overseas in 
the war and after coming back bought a farm 3% 
miles northwest of Alhambra where his son, Leo, 
still farms. Alfred died in 1971. 

‘Marie became a school teacher and taught in 
various places in Alberta. In 1936 she married 
Charlie Wilson and moved to West Summerland, 
B.C. Later, she moved to Murrayville, B.C. and 
died there in 1970, 

Otto lived in the U.S.A. from 1925 to 1938. He 
served overseas during the war and worked as a 
sawyer in some lumber camps west of Rocky 

















‘Mountain House and on the farm after return. 
ing. He died in 1969. 

After finishing school Nina took a job with the 
Bank of Montreal in Calgary. After several years 
she transferred to Vancouver, British Columbia, 
and remained with the bank until she retired in 
1966. She now lives in Victoria. 

Christine went in for nursing. During the war 
she became a nursing sister and served 
overseas. After returning she worked for the 
V.O.N. for a year or so then took a Bible course 
af Three Hills and in 1948 she went to Ethiopia as 
a missionary nurse where she served until 1975. 
She is now matron of the senior citizens’ lodge at 
‘Manning, Alberta, 

Apart from attending school three years in 
Calgary, Tommy has lived his entire life on the 
farm here. In 1937 he married Elizabeth Mac. 
donald. ‘They have four children. Tyrone, the 
eldest, farms with Tom and they have acquired 
several of the neighboring farms. Curtis, the sec- 
ond son, Is a school teacher and lives in'Edmon- 
ton. He married Sonja Nyback of Camrose and 
they have four children. Sharlene, the only girl, 
married Orlen von Hollen and they also live in 
Edmonton where Orlen teaches. They have two 
daughters. Mark, the youngest, is at home atten- 
ding David Thompson High School. 

‘The winter of 1919-20 was the most severe one 
there has ever been since the white man settled 
here. The snow became so deep that many fences 
were completely covered and you could drive 
right over them. It stayed very cold through 
March and April and the snow did not start to 
melt until the first week of May. Of course, then 
it turned so warm the snow melted very fast 
causing the worst floods we have ever had. Most 
of the land was completely under water. P. O. 
Peterson built a boat at his place and was able to 
launch it right there and row it almost a mile 
across country to the Horseguard Creek. With 
the spring being so late feed became extremely 
scarce and many horses and cattle in the district 
simply starved to death. Hay was selling for over 
$100 per ton if you could find any to buy and very 
few people had that kind of money at that time. A 
lot of families only had an income of three or four 
hundred dollars a year. 

There was no school in the district until 1912 
when the “Little Horseguard School” was built; 
Hiram Hicks was the first teacher. He had 
homestead 1 mile south of the school. He was 
killed in the First World War. 

Until the 1920s the school operated on a very 
irregular basis as they could not collect enough 
from taxes to pay a teacher full time and there 
was no such thing as government grants at that 
time. 

In 1914 the Lund family attended the Rocky 
‘Mountain House fair. They won a prize for hav- 
ing the largest family in attendance. The prize 
was a 100 Ib. sack of flour! 

As a young boy the two outstanding events I 
recall each year were the school Christmas con- 























cert and the July 1st sports day held at Alham- 
bra. We would always compete in the races and 
hopefully win at least a nickel to buy an ice 
cream cone. 

In the early years several families in the dis- 
trict would often congregate on a Sunday after- 
noon at some farm where they had a hay field 
‘comparatively smooth on which they could orga- 
nize a baseball game. 

A Lutheran minister started holding services 
In the Horseguard School in 1912. The first years 
these services were very irregular and far apart 
By 1917 they did become more regular although 
still at least a month apart as the minister lived 
at Sylvan Lake and had to come out here with 
team and buggy or cutter depending on the time 
of year. In 1924 a parsonage was built in Alham 
bra and Rev. August Fenske moved in; then ser 
vices were held in the school twice a month. Rev. 
Fenske and the minister who succeeded him also 
served other congregations farther away while 
living here. These church services were held in 
the Horseguard School regularly until 1951 when 
a Lutheran church was built on Highway 11 one 
half mile east of the Alhambra corner. The land 
‘on which this church was built was donated by 
Havelock Sloan. Rev. A. Reiner was the minister 
here at that time. He was followed by Rev. Paul 
Guebert, Rev. George Derwig, Rev. Edwin 
Lehman, and Rev. Wm. Kronen. By this time it 
had become very obvious that in order for the 
chureh to grow if would have to move into Rocky 
Mountain House as many people had left the 
farms. In 1970 a new Lutheran church was built 
in Rocky Mountain House and the one on 
Highway 11 was disposed of. 

Prior to the building of the church on the 
highway, in March of 1931 the men of the con- 
gregation here along with some interested 
neighbors got together and cut logs which P. 0. 
Peterson sawed and planed at his sawmill for the 
purpose of building a church. An acre of land had 
been obtained on the SE corner of 31-38-5-W5 just 
a few hundred yards east of the Horseguard 
School for this purpose. However by this time the 
Depression had really taken over and it was im 
possible to raise money to go ahead with con 
struction. A few years later this lumber was sold 
as it was starting to deteriorate and the money 
was put into a “church building fund” and it was 
used to help build the church on the highway 

In the fall of 1935 we bought our first car, a 
1929 Pontiac for which we paid $350. This seemed 
like a big step forward as prior to that we had to 
get around on horseback or with a team or, for 
greater distances, get a ride with someone who 
had a car. 

It was after the last war before cars were 
used much In the winter as none of the side roads 
were snow-ploughed so became impassable. 

In the spring of 1945 we bought our first trac- 
tor. Up to this time we did all our farming with 
horses, usually working from six to twelve of 
them. 














Yes, there have been many changes and im- 
provements since my folks homesteaded here a 
little over seventy years ago. But the land that 
my father and uncle took are two of the very few 
quarter sections that are still registered under 
the same last name that was on the original 
titles. 


THE IVER LUND FAMILY — by Evelyn 
MacDonald 

‘The Iver Lund family came to the Little 
Horseguard district in 1907. The nearest place to 
get supplies was Red Deer, with the Lund 
homestead being the stopping place between 
Evarts and Rocky Mountain House. My grand- 
mother's patchwork quilts and butter took prizes 
ai the annual Rocky fair. Grandpa (Iver Lund) 
died in 1915. My first memory of a big social 
gathering was his funeral. All the neighbors 
always came to funerals to pay thelr last 
respects. The coffins were homemade and the 
women covered and lined them with cloth. 
Grandma was also the midwife for the district 
having at times to go on horseback on account of 
the bad muskeg roads. If one dropped into her 
place, if only for a minute, he might as well relax 
until he’d had a cup of coffee and a bit of lunch. 
‘The teachers always boarded there as long as 
she was able to care for them. She died in 1941, a 
sad day for all of us. 

My uncle, Henry Lund, came up with the 
family; he could always tell you about the best 
fishing holes and the best part of the country to 
hunt wild game. After Grandma died Henry sold 
the home farm to my brother Josh and moved 
out west where be operated a sawmill for quite a 
few years. Then he moved to Alhambra and 
bought Mrs. M. Eritsland’s place and lived there 
until he passed away in 1973. 


\, THE ANGUS L. AND SVANHILD 





Angus L. (Bud) Martin was born in Rocky 

Mountain House, Alberta, December 29, 1913. In 
1915, he moved to the Ridgewood District with 
his parents where they were farming; also he 
had five uncles farming in the same area. He 
took his early schooling at Ridgewood. In 1926, he 
moved with his parents to Leslieville, where he 
went to school for a time, He says, “‘in one door, 
and out the other.” He recalls skidding logs at @ 
lumber camp, that his Dad operated south-west, 
of Phoenix in 1928.29. In 1930, he came to the 
Beaver Flat District with the family, and in 1935 
he started farming on his own, section 29: 
WS. His brother Ken, came to work with him, and 
they ran the operation together. Bud spent 
several winters working in the lumber camps, 
while Ken did the work on the farm. 

In 1947, Bud married Svanhild Sande, and in 
1848, Ken married Irene Mushka, They all lived 
on the farm north of Alhambra, that Bud and 
Ken operated. As well as farming, they had milk 
cows, range cattle and pigs, which kept them all, 
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occupied. In 1953, Ken and family moved to the 
other land that was purchased and each ran his 
‘own operation. 

Before marrying Bud, Svanhild was 
secretary-treasurer of the Beaver Flat School 
District No. 1914 for a few years; then she 
worked as a receptionist for Dr. R. S. Wall in Red. 
Deer. When her sister, Alma, resumed teaching 
in Alhambra school, Svanhild lived at the Sunde 
home, taking care of the children, Allan, Sonja 
and Audrey 

Bud's and Svanhild’s only child, Joyce, was 
born in Rocky Mountain House and attended 
school there. She attended David Thompson 
High school where she graduated. Then she 
worked on the farm before getting a position in 
Rocky Mountain House, She is presently 
employed in Calgary. 

A few years ago, they moved into their new 
house on the other quarter. By now, they were es- 
tablished in thefr ‘‘cow-calt” operation, which in- 
volves growing hay and grain, and doing a lot of 
fencing. Several 4-H Beef Club members have 
bought thelr prize winning calves from Svanhild 
and Bud, which shows they have a fine herd of 
Hereford cattle. 


KEN AND IRENE MARTIN AND FAMILY 

Ken Martin was born in Red Deer, Alberta, 
‘May 23, 1925, the son of Angus and Mattie Mar: 
tin, who at'that time were farming in the 
Ridgewood district west of Penhold. In 1926 he 
moved with his parents to Leslieville and in 1930 
moved to the Beaver Flat district. He took all his 
schooling in the one room school at Beaver Flat. 
Leaving school at the end of June 1940 he helped 
his Dad on the farm at Ridgewood for two years. 
‘The farming was all done with horses and the 
summer of 1941 at 16 years of age he plowed 120 
acres of hay sod with 12 head of horses pulling a 
three bottom plow. The winter of the same year 
he worked in a lumber camp for Wm. C. 
‘McDougall hauling logs with a sleigh and four 
head of horses. In 1942 he started farming with 
his brother Bud, in the Beaver Flat district, 

Ken and Irene Mushka were married 
November 19, 1948 at Alhambra. Irene Mushka 
was born July 25, 1927, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs, Fred Mushka, early settlers of the Alham- 
bra district. Her father was section foreman for 
the C.P.R. since the start of the railway in this 
area until his retirement in December, 1952. 
Irene took all her schooling at Alhambra and 
High School at Sylvan Lake for two years and one 
year at Rocky Mountain House. 

Ken and Irene lived on and farmed NW-29-39. 
5-5 from 1948 to 1953 when they moved to NE-20- 
39-5-5 which they purchased from Joe and Nancy 
McGhee the fall of 1952 and are still living there 
at the present time. They are also still farming 
NW-29-395-5. 

Ken and Irene have two children, Jean 
Marion born at Rocky Mountain House May 2, 
1951, and Marilyn Gayle born at Rocky Mountain 























Irene and Ken Martin's wedding, November 19, 1948, in 
Alhambra Church 





Marilyn and Jean Marin - 1974 


House January 20, 1965. Jean attended school at 
Alhambra, Leslieville and David Thompson 
High School graduating in June 1969. The fall of 
1969 she attended Olds School of Agriculture 
graduating in June 1970, She then worked in the 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce at Rocky 
Mountain House for one year. In 1971, along with 
a girl from Acme, Alberta with whom she had 
gone to school at Olds, she went to Australia and 
for the next three yea she worked her way all 
over Austrailia and New Zealand doing 
everything from working in offices to working on 
alarge cattle ranch in Australia, then finished up 








working with a sheep shearing gang which 
travelled all over both the north and south 
Islands of New Zealand. She spent a short time in 
Suva, Fiji Islands, before returning home to 
Canada in 1974, At the present time she Is work 
ing in Edmonton. Marilyn is still at home and at 
tending school at Leslieville 
As well as farming, Ken worked several 
winters in a lumber camp for Art Fisher of 
Rocky Mountain House. The fall of 1954 he 
started working for the Prairie Farm Assistance 
Branch of Federal Department of Agriculture as, 
a crop inspector. In 1963 he was appointed assis- 
tant supervisor of P.F.A. under supervisor Ken 
Geddes of Alliance, Alberta. During this time he 
travelled the area from the Saskatchewan 
border as far west as there were farmers in the 
central portion of Alberta. He finished this work 
the fall of 1974 when the P.F.A. department was 
phased out and replaced with All Risk Crop In 
During this 20 years of seasonal work the late 
fall and winter chores were done by Irene and 
was quite a hardship on her especially when the 
children were small as they always had quite a 
good sized herd of cattle and milked some cows 
as well as raising some hogs. She always sald it 
was a good thing their children were 14 years 
apart otherwise she couldn't have done it. In the 
spring of 1957 Ken started clerking auction sales 
for Clyde Stauffer of Evarts, Alberta and has 
clerked sales for several different auctioneers 
west of Red Deer. Clyde Stauffer retired from 
auctioneering in 1965 and he then started clerk- 
ing with Russell Cole of Rimbey. In June of 1966 
Russell Cole opened Cole’s Auction Mart at 
Rocky Mountain House and Ken has been his 
clerk there since the day of the Mart opening un: 
til the present time. During this time he has 
donated his time to clerk many charity auetion 
sales for different organizations, the main ones 
being the Auctioneers’ Association sales for 
Retarded Children and 4-H Calf Club sales for 
many years. But he says, “Once a farmer, 
ways a farmer,” so is still farming. He says he 
is a “Jack of All Trades and Master of None!” 














McGOWAN, MARYANN CAMERON 

Maryann Cameron McGowan (Granny 
McGowan) left Scotland in the early 1920's and 
lived with her daughter, Mrs. Jack Pollitt for a 
short while. Then she kept house for Mr. D. Fagg 
who homesteaded the SE-23-39-6-.W5 west of 
Alhambra. After he died she lived there by 
herself for many years, 

In Scotland she was a dentist's assistant. She 
attended at the births of many babies both in the 
Old Country and in the area where she settled 
here. Granny worked hard on the farm, but she 
also found time to help her neighbours. 

‘She moved into the hamlet of Alhambra to 
spend her last years. On April 2, 1955, she passed 
away in the St, Joseph’s Hospital, Edmonton, at 
the age of 94 years. 




































‘Granny McGowan in front of her log home with W. Peacock, 


Mary's husband 


McGOWAN, ARCHIE CAMERON AND 
MARGARET 

Archie Cameron McGowan born in 1894 came 
‘0 Canada from Scotland in 1920. His wife, 
Margaret, born in 1892, and their four daughters 
followed in 1923, arriving in Alhambra, 
September 21, and the snow was very deep. They 
got off the train west of Alhambra at what was 
known as Pollitt’s Crossing. The family stayed 
with their father’s sister, Mrs. J. Pollitt for three 
days, then moved to the Dave Welsh farm north 
of Alhambra. Lizzie and Jessie went to Alham: 
bra School with Mrs. Elizabeth Patterson as 
their teacher. On this farm they had their first 
experience in handling animals. They bought a 
cow from J. Pollitt named Rosy which they had 
tolearn to milk. In the spring of 1924 they moved 
to the farm one mile west. Here Jessie had her 
first experience in handling horses. It was a 
team of heavyweight grey mares, Jess and Dina, 
that were purchased from Harry Hambleton. At 
this time Lizzie worked for Mrs. Addy Sr. at the 
hotel so it was up to Jessie to do the chores and 
put up the wood for winter. Then they moved to a 
house that was across the road from Pollits. 
Here the first Canadian McGowan was born, 
Archie Cameron, on August 11, 1924. In the 
spring of 1925 they moved to the Rellley place, 
south-east of W. Hambleton. Lizzie and Jessie 
walked three and one half miles to Beaver Flat 
School where Mrs. C. N. Beebe was the teacher. 
There were times when they had to walk through 
water to their knees to get to school as the roads 
were impassable and they had to go through 
Hambleton’s field. When Mary started school, 
Miss Wade was their teacher. 
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McGowan Family. Back row: Mary, Nelle, and Archie. Front 
row: Mis. Margaret McOowan, Lily, and Edythe, 


One incident that Jessie remembers well was 
when Mary took sick at school and the teacher 
sent her home at 10 o’clock in the morning. When 
Jessie got out of school in the afternoon she found 
Mary sitting in the ditch a little way from the 
school! Jessie carried her nearly all the way 
home; that was on a Thursday and on Saturday 
the parents took Mary to the doctor in Rocky 
‘Mountain House. Dr. Wm. Hill (who later 
became Chief Medical Officer of Calgary) ex 
amined her and held up the C.N.R. train to send 
her to Red Deer on a stretcher. She just got there 
when her appendix burst. The mother had to be 
away for two weeks so Jessie had to care for 
Margaret and Archie, do the housework and the 
chores. Mrs. W. Hambleton came and helped out 
and baked the bread. The father at this time was 
away helping the Pattersons bale hay around the 
country. In fact he was working away a lot of the 
time, leaving the family to take over the work of 
the farm. 

‘Among the many seemingly incredible feats 
for a young girl only five feet tall that were done 
by Jessie, apart from chores, were: cut brush 
and wood — build chicken house and barn — 
broadcast seed for greenfeed — cut trees and 
trimmed them, measured them and took them to 
be sawed into two by fours, slabs and flat lumber 
— hewed logs-builf houses to live in — worked 
out taxes on road building — broke in horses — 
went on range cow round-ups — drove a bundle 
team on a threshing outfit — dug wells and 
ribbed them, but the water was often stagnant 
so hauled water from elsewhere and ploughed 
fire guards. 











‘The home the family lived in the longest, 
Jessie was proud of having bullt, although her 
father got a carpenter to help with doors, win, 
dows and the roof. As protection against cold, the 
logs were chinked outside with cow manure, and 
she cut long furrows of sod with the old Sulky 
plow and hauled them on a stoneboat, and piled 
them all around the house three feet high. On the 
inside she put three layers of tarpaper, then two 
layers of white building paper and then slats 
placed in squares, and the house was warm, That 
house burned down in 1936 or 1937. 

They lived almost entirely off the land — had 
a garden — always had cows for milk and butter 
(sometimes butter was made by putting cream 
ina jam tin and shaking it — by the kids) — had 
chickens for eggs and meat. The mother sold 
butter to the train men and they got customers in 
Red Deer and Rocky Mountain House for her. 
‘The children all went picking wild fruit to sell — 
it was plentiful so pallsfull were sold to the train 
men and the customers that they found for them, 
‘The blueberries were all cleaned by the children 
before selling them. These sales made possible 
the buying of the necessary groceries and coal 
oll. Jessie used to catch prairie chickens or par- 
tridges in trees and their mother stewed them 
with vegetables. They ate enough rabbits to be 
completely turned against them. Jessie says that 
they never went hungry but there was no variety 
in the meals nor in the school lunches. The Sande 
girls helped to see that there was some variety in 
thelr school lunches. Jessie says they alwa 
shared thelr hot soup or stew with her and Mary 
= that they were a very good family — Mrs. 

Sande purposely put extra soup or stew in for 
them. 

Something Jessie remembers was when her 
little brother Archie, sat in a pot of boiling potato 
peclings that her mother had just taken off the 
stove — she was in the habit of boiling the 
peelings to feed the pigs. 

‘As one can see times were very hard and 
Jessie's life so far was so filled with hard work 
‘that she had no real girlhood, so in January, 1932, 
she left home to seek a happier way of life. 

‘This has been mostly Jessie's story. 
mete complete family of Archie and Margaret 

jeGowan are: 

Lizzie born July 31, 1912, in Glasgow, 
Scotland; married to George Farrington, 

Jessie born May 3, 1916, in Glasgow, 
Scotland; married to Mr. Duncan. 

Mary’ born March 20, 1919, ‘in Glasgow, 
Scotland; married to William Peacock. 

Margaret born January 9, 1921, In Glasgow, 
Scotland; married to Mr. Devore. 

Archie Cameron born August 11, 1924. Killed 
in Action July 18, 1944 

Peter Cameron born August 12, 1926. 

Nellie Smith born August 8, 1928, married 
Wm, Meyers. Nellie died August 11, 1975 

Edythe Harrison born August 23, 1930, 
married George Wood. 




















Lillian born April 20, 1935, married C. D. 
Wilson. 

‘The last five were born in the Alhambra dis- 
trict. 

‘Their mother, Margaret McGowan, died 
February 22, 1948, at age 56. 

‘Their father, Archie Cameron, died at age 72. 





Mary and Margaret attended school at 
Beaver Flat and Alhambra. Walking home, a 
distance of four and one haif miles, after par- 
ticipating in a Christmas concert one year, they 
froze their face and hands. Have you ever worn 
icicle pants? Well, Mary and Margaret did on 
this cold night. 

‘They both had to work hard at home, helping 
with the chores in the mornings and evenings 
while going to school and in the summer they 
helped weed the big family garden. Their father, 
who worked out, was injured on the job in 1929 
and spent some time in a hospital in Edmonton. 
After his recovery he was transferred to Field, 
B.C,, as a watchman on the railway. With their 
father away, itwas lft to the family to take care 
of the farm, 

In 193 ‘Mary was united in marriage to 
William Peacock. Her sister, Margaret, is now 
Mrs. Devore. 


\ 





Mary (McGowan) Peacock raking hay, 1985. Note the sereen 
nosebags sed to protet the eam from he es. 


MILLER, ERASTUS — by Olive Rutherford, 
Edna Berryman and Lyla Sarasin 

Father was born in Platsmouth, Nebraska, in 
1873. He was married to Alice Russell’ at 
Rockford, Illinois in 1895, and in 1897 brother 





Russell was born, In 1901 came brother Albert, in 
1807 sister Olive and in 1909 sister Edna arrived. 
The rest of our family was born in Alberta. 

In 1909 our father, ERastus Miller, along with 
hls young family and his three sisters with their 
husbands and families emigrated from U.S.A. to 
Alberta where they took homesteads in the Con- 
dor and Alhambra districts. 

After filing on his homestead claim, Father 
rented land east of Red Deer for a year or so and 
worked as builders’ helper with his brothers-in- 
law in Red Deer. He later hauled freight from 
Red Deer to Pitcox (later called Hespero) with a 
team and wagon. The times were hard, but our 
father was a patient man, 

While living east of Red Deer we welcomed a 
new brother, Chester born in 1911 and two years 
later, 1913, a girl, Martha, arrived, much io our 
joy. 

By this time a small house was built and we 
moved to the homestead. Work was started on 
the C.P.R. and Father and other members of the 
family, took a contract to build two or three 
miles of grade between Condor and Alhambra. 
As we remember, this was done with both oxen 
‘and horses pulling scrapers and fresnos. The 
roads were very poor and winding from one 
ridge to another, with corduroy in the low places. 
Other homesteaders were scattered every few 
miles and were always ready to help each other 
in any way. We were especially close to the 
Frank Maxwell family, our aunt and uncle. They 
homesteaded two and one-half miles west of us 
and through all the years were always there to 
help and cheer us. Often in times of sorrow and 
illness our families helped each other. 

In those early years Mother acted as a mid- 
wile and often had to change clothes outside 
behind the house, because the expectant father 
was inside in the one-room house ‘waitin’ till she 
was ready”. The Blairs, Stockwells, Leslies, 
Coopers and Pykalainen wives were just a few of 
the settlers she attended. We children batched 
with Dad until she came home again. 

We spent many happy evenings in those days 
gathered’round the fires while Mother read to us 
or sang songs. Wild berries were plentiful, also 
prairie chicken and rabbits and our older 
brothers were good with snare and slingshot, 
which helped out with the food bill. At that time 
too, there was a lot of timber. In winter time our 
parents and the older boys cut fence posts, mine 
props and firewood which also helped to keep 
things going. 

In 1915, Russell enlisted in the army and in a 
very short time was sent overseas. Albert too, 
tried twice to enlist, but was turned down 
because of his age as he was only 16 at the time. 
Disappointed, he came home and worked for a 
short time on the railway. Still not happy, he 
returned to the States and joined the navy, where 
he served for the next five years. 

Olive and Edna went to school at what was 
known as the Davidson House, where school was 











held at that time, for the first years, It wasa four 
mile drive with the wagon and they were quite 
smal 

Later a school was built northeast of us, three 
and one-half miles. It was called Prairie’ Rose, 
Olive, Edna and Chester all went to school there, 
some years later it was moved to Condor and the 
younger members of the family also attended 
there. We older ones sometimes rode horseback. 
The three of us on a brown mare called Kate, and 
sometimes we walked, It was hard to attend 
regularly in winter as there was not much traffic 
and the roads would drift full of snow. 

In 1915, brother Fred was born. Mrs. East- 
‘man, a nurse, who lived two and one-half miles to 
the south of us, came and attended Mother. She 
was one of the finest people you could ever find 
and for many years, travelled the country, 
wherever she was needed, in a one-horse buggy 
pulled by a chubby little black horse called Pat. 
She and Mother were close friends over the years 
and many times we girls were sent to take her a 
pail of berries or to help her with the washing 
and such. 

Early in 1917, brother Earl was born and that 
fall an epidemic of cholera came and many of the 
younger children died. We lost brother Fred and 
At the same time, came the wire that Russell was 
wounded in action. It was a very sad time for us 

In 1919 Russell came home from overseas. He 
was married the same year to Alice Coltman and 
moved to Vancouver, where they made their 
home. They had three children, Harold, 
Lorraine, and Wally. Alice passed away in 1966 
and Russell in 1972. 

In 1921, sister Lyla was born. It was a cold 
rainy night in September. Olive and Edna were 
sent to take blue berries to Mrs. Bell, collect the 
money for them, then stop at the post office at 
Condor to pick up the C.O.D. order, which was 
the baby’s clothes ordered from the Eaton’s 
catalogue. 

‘There wasn’t much money in those days as we 
remember. Most of our dresses, pants, and pet- 
ticoats and such, were made from flour sacks. 
Quite often we had pants with “Purity” or 
“Robin Hood” written across the seat. 

In 1927, Olive was married to Alex Ruther: 
ford. They farmed for a few years at Alhambra 
then moved to Red Deer where they remained. 
‘They have one daughter, Audrey. Alex passed 
away in 1959. 

Edna married Charlie Berryman in 1928. 
‘They had first a daughter, Joy, then four boys: 
Clyde, Earl, James and Allan. For some years 
they ‘farmed at Condor, then moved to 
Whitecourt, where Charlie passed away in 1953. 

In 1939, Martha married Ben Simpkin, They 
made thelr home at Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
and were blessed with four ‘sons: George, 
‘Timothy, Billie and Steven. Ben passed away in 
1976. 

Lyla was married to Clyde Sarasin in 1940, 





























‘They lived for a while in Condor and later moved 
to Red Deer. Their family numbered three: Wen- 
dy, David and John. Clyde passed away in 1973. 

In 1950, Chester married Thelma Prentice. 
‘They hada family of seven: Dorothy, Mary 
Fred, Billie, Annie, Olive, and Phyllis. They 
made their home at Condor, where Thelma and 
the children still live. Chester passed away in 
1974, 

Brother Albert made his home in Seattle, 
Washington and passed away in 1942. 

Earl served in the Second World War from 
1942 to 1946, He returned home and farmed in the 
Alhambra district for several years. Mother 
made her home with him till her death in 1957. 
Earl’s death came in 1967. Father died in 1938, 








OH HERE COMES LIMPY 

When I was a youngster, out where the West 
begins 

We went to town on mail-nights to watch the 
train come in, 

All the folks would gather at Meeres’ General 
Store 

And sit a swappin’ tales, till they heard 
somebody roar! 

Chorus: 
“Here comes Limpy, She’s comin’ down the 
line, 
Here comes Limpy, She shore is doin’ fine. 
Her whistle is a-blowin’ and her headlight is 
ashine! 
‘She done her level best to get the mail here on 
time.” 

When I was a little older, along about sixteen, 

‘There was a little boy T liked, his name was Jim- 
my Dean, 

I sat with him one mail-night, he courted me a 
spell, 

But when I went to kiss him, he started in to yell, 

Chorus: “Here comes Limpy . - 

Iremember once the preacher, held a meetin’ in 
the square, 

It was quite a gathering, most everyone was 
there, 

He sald, “Now when the organ plays, each sinner 
must step out,” 

But the whole crowd started runnin’ cause they 
heard somebody shout, 

Chorus: “Here comes Limpy . . 

At Cousin Willie's weddin’ it really was a joke, 
'veryone looked solemn and just the Preacher 

‘spoke. 

‘Now William, do you take”, he said, “this 
woman for your bride?” 

But Will looked out the window sind here is what 
he cried, 

Chorus: “Here comes Limpy 

My Uncle Ned got sick one day, we all thought he 
would die, 

Pa went for the Doctor and Ma began to cry, 

Uncle Ned just lay there, so feeble and so thin, 























‘Till Limpy blew her whistle, then he shouted out 
like sin, 
Chorus: “Here comes Limpy 
‘Those days are gone forever now, Limpy Is no 
more, 
We don’t go for our mail, They bring it to the 
door. 
But sometimes I get lonely and would give up all 
my pay, 
If I could go to town again and hear somebody 
Chorus: “Here comes Limp, 
This is a poem written about the train that 
used to run between Red Deer and Rocky Moun 
tain House during the years T was growing up. 
Lyla Miller Sarasin 








THE FRANK MAXWELL FAMILIES by Lyla 
Rutherford 

‘My father and mother, Frank and Edna Max. 
well, came to Alberta in 1909 with their family. 
‘They came from Beloit, Wisconsin, U.S.A. to Red 
Deer on an immigration train and brought along 
some horses, cattle, machinery and household 
effects. Father and my older brother, Harold, 
came in the cars with the stock while Mother and 
the rest of the family came in the coach, as far as, 
Red Deer. 

‘There was no railroad going west at that time 
and the roads were winding trails following the 
high ridges. Father, along with his brother Bert 
and his brother-in‘law ERastus Miller, went 
west to what is now Condor and Alhambra and 
filed on their homestead. I think at that time one 
paid $10 to file claim, then had to live on it six 
months of the year. One had to fence it and clear 
and plow 15 acres to prove up and get the title. 

Father was a brick-layer and plasterer by 
trade and to make ends meet, he worked with his 
brother, Bert, on quite a few of the brick houses 
on what was the called Victoria Ave. in Red 
Deer, also on the W. E. Lord’s house and the Old 
Cronquist house. Dad and Harold also hauled 
freight from Red Deer to Rocky Mountain 
House. They also worked between Condor and 
Alhambra, building grade for the C.P.R. 

For the first two or three years we rented land 
east of Red Deer as my brotiers and I were all of 
school age and there were no schools close to the 
homestead. 

Around 1912, Father had managed to build a 
small two-roomed, tar-paper house on the 
homestead, and we moved west. There were six 
of us children in the family then: Harold, Lee, 
Esther, Lyla, Stanley, and Clare. Alice was born 
in 1912 on the homestead. As Iremember, Father 
and my brother cleared most of the land on the 
homestead by hand and broke it with horses. The 
first few years we grew only oats as the land was 
quite wet and the seasons were short. Later we 
raised rye and barley and, as more land was 














cleared and the land dried, we grew wheat. 
Prices were poor. Oats, hauled to Rocky Moun: 
tain House were six cents a bushel. 

‘Mother was often called upon to go when 
someone was ill or a new baby was due to arrive. 
As we were a long way from a doctor and 
hospital we had to rely greatly on one another. 
My parents, however never lost their taste for 
many American things, such as green tea, john 
ny cake, corn-meal mush and molasses cookies. 

Stanley, Clare and I went to school at what 
was called the Davidson school, opened in 1914. 
Later a school was built at Alhambra and we also 
attended school there. Alice, some years later 
attended the Alhambra school. 

‘The first teacher we had at the Davidson 
school was Mrs. Ralph Patterson. Next came 
Mrs. Ludwig, then Mrs, Frank Patterson, also 
Mrytle Smith from Red Deer, who later married 
Mr. Markle who ran an electrical business in 
Red Deer. Annie White from Red Deer was one 
of our teachers also. These teachers worked hard 
as at that time, they taught from Grades 1 to 8. 
At Christmas time each school had a concert at 
which the children did plays, sang songs and did 
recitations, There was always a tree filled with, 
gifts, candy and big red apples. 

In those first years we gathered at one 
another’s homes for sing songs, games and dan- 
cing. Later, dances were held in school houses, 
one every two weeks, sometimes in one school, 
sometimes in another. Often we drove ten oF 
twelve miles with wagons, sleighs or went on 
horseback to attend them. Music was supplied by 
‘Mr. Cruickshank or Mr. Chisholm on the violin. 
Sometimes Albert Miller played his mouth-organ 
and if an organ was handy, someone would chord 
onit. At Alhambra for years, Mrs. LuycKfassell, 
played the accordian for such occasions. During 
the first Great War Years, Box and Pie Socials, 
Were held and the proceeds were used for the 
war effort, Red Cross and such, 

Every Year on July 1, we hada celebration at 
Alhambra, There were ball games and foot races 
for young and old, also tug-of-war. Prizes were 
given to the winner and the children were given a 
candy bar whether they won or lost. Lunch was 
served on long tables. Everyone brought food 
and shared even to home-made ice cream! 

In 1913, Harold returned to the States and 
brought back our Grandmother Maxwell, who 
made her home with us until her death in 1925. 
Harold returned to the States a year or so later, 
married and made his home there. He has five 
sons. 

In the year 1915, Lee went back to the States 
also, and served for two or three years in the ar- 
my. He later returned to Alberta and purchased 
a quarter of C.P.R. land two miles east of 
Father’s place. He returned to the U.S.A. again 
in 1923 and passed away in 1924. 

Esther married Frank Birch in 1916. They 
lived for a short time at Nordegg, later moving to 
Edmonton, where they made their home. They 
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had one daughter, Marjorie Esther, who died in 
1954, 

In 1923, I was married to Edwin Rutherford. 
We had four children: Lee, Grace, Gordon and 
Alex. We farmed for several years in the Alham- 
bra district. Later, we moved to Red Deer, 
where my husband, who was a painter by trade, 
went into the painting business, until the time of 
his death in 1960. 

Stanley was married to Vera Truman around 
1935. He remained on the home place and farmed 
with Dad and Clare. Later, he bought land close 
to Rocky Mountain House, where they still live. 
‘They have three sons. 

Alice married Jim Anderson about 1936. They 
lived for a short time at Alhambra and Rocky 
Mountain House; then moved to Drumheller for 
a few years. Later, they moved to Lacombe 
where they settled. Jim still lives there; Alice 
passed away in 1976. 

Clare remained at home with Dad and Mother 
until they passed away, Dad in 1957 and Mother 
in 1959. After that Clare sold the home place and 
bought land close to Stanley where he made his 
home until his death in 1969, 








THE EDWIN AND 
RUTHERFORD FAMILIES 

Edwin J. Rutherford, born in Glasgow, 
Scotland in 1888, came to Canda in 1906, where he 
worked on sheep ranches around Walsh, Alberta. 

In 1910, his brother, Alex G. Rutherford, 
followed. They both worked on ranches to earn 
enough money to send for their mother and sister 
Mary. They made their home at Walsh, Alberta 
until thelr mother’s passing. They then went into 
the Armed Forces. 

After the war, they moved to the Alhambra 
district, where they took up land. 

In 1923, Edwin married Lyla Maxwell. They 
had a family of four. Edwin was secretary of the 
U.F.A. for some time. He moved to Red Deer in 
1928, where he was a sign writer and a painter 
until his death in 1960. 

Their sister, Mary, married James Lambie at 
Medicine Hat and later moved to Calgary where 
he worked for the C.P.R. They had one daughter, 
Grace. 

In 1926, Alex moved to Vancouver, B.C. where 
he worked on odd jobs. He married Olive Miller 
in 1927. Their daughter, Audrey, was born In 
1930. He worked for the Standard Oil Company at 
‘Marpole until 1937. 

In the fall of 1937, he moved back to the 
Alhambra district with his family. He bought the 
C.P.R. quarter one and one half miles east of 
Alhambra where he lived until the late 40s, when 
he moved to Red Deer where he resided until his 
passing in May, 1959. 


ALEXANDER 


MUSHKA, FRED AND ZENA 

Fred John Mushka was born September 15, 
1888 in Cashwoka, Wolyn, Poland. He served in 
the Polish army from 1969 to 1911. He married 











Zena Maruik in 1911, who was also born in 
Cashwoka, Wolyn, Poland on November 13, 1891, 

On March 3, 1913, Fred J. Muska came to 
Canada aboard the ship Libau, leaving his wife 
and young daughter, Lupka, behind, Lupka was 
born in Cashwoka, Wolyn, Poland on September 
25, 1912. 

Fred landed at Halifax, then came west to 
Alberta and started working for the CPR with a 
bridge gang in Edmonton. Then he helped to 
build the A.C.R. branch line between Red Deer 
and Rocky Mountain House. He first worked as a 
laborer on the section of the track between 
Alhambra and Hespero, but he stayed in Hespero 
In the section house. When he became section 
foreman for the A.C.R. on November 16, 1918 he 
lived In the section house in Alhambra, 

Fred tried to get his wife, Zena, and daughter, 
Lupka, to join him in Canada but World War T 
made this very difficult and for a time it seemed 
impossible as he could not locate them in Poland. 
Zena and Lupka were separated; Zena was sent 
toa work camp, but finally they were aboard the 
SS Minnedosa and landed in Quebec, October 15, 
1926. It was a joyous time when they were 
reunited with Fred and made their home in the 
C.P.R. station house in Alhambra 

In September, 1920 Fred had purchased the 
‘SW-10-39-5-W5, the former Jim Boyd farm, and in 
1924 he purchased the Charles Raine acreage, 
Block K, in the hamlet of Alhambra. But the 
family continued to live in the station house as 
Fred was still the section foreman. He did some 
farming as well. In September, 1932 he 
purchased the Cooks’ homestead, the NW-3-39- 
W5. Zena was kept very busy caring for thelr 
family of two daughters and four sons. She en- 
joyed her neighbors and always was ready to 
lend a helping hand. 

New members of the family are: 

Irene born July 25, 1927, married Kenneth 
Martin and they have two daughters. 

John William born April 21, 1929. 

Fred Alexander born August 14, 1930, 

Leonard Nickoli born January 8, 1933, 

Edward Peter born September 14, 1936, 
married Maureen Caldwell 

Lupka attended Alhambra School and two of 
her teachers were Mr. Moir and Mr. Hicks. She 
attended St. Joseph Convent in Red Deer for 
further schooling. Prior to her marriage to Steve 
2aetz of Leedale on July 16, 1939, she worked in 
the Eckville area. Steve was born on August 2, 
1906 in Kobrin, Poland. He came to Canada 
August 29, 1930 and settled in the Leedale district 
with his brother, Mike, on a homestead. After he 
and Lupka were married they lived on a farm in 
the Alhambra district. On February 14, 1941, 
they purchased the SE-10-39.5-W5, formerly 
owned by Jim Boyd. In 1949 they left this farm 
and moved to Windsor, Ontario. Here Steve was 
employed at the Chrysler Assembly Motor Plant 
until his retirement in 1973. Lupka was employed 
most of the time at a hotel and she also worked In 











a restaurant. Steve and Lupka reside at Windsor, 

John attended Alhambra School, Grades 1 
through 10 with Alma (Sande) Sunde as his 
teacher for all but one of those grades, He took 
Grades 11 and 12 at Rocky Mountain House 
where he graduated. After completing his 
Schooling he started farming on his dad’s farm. 
In 1968 he purchased the Frank G, Patterson 
farm. His farming operations include growing 
grain and raising cattle with his brother, 
Leonard, 

Fred Jr. attended Alhambra School where he 
completed Grade 10 and then he went to Edmon: 
ton to take a Diesel Automotive Course at the 
Chicago Vocational Training Centre. Later he 
worked in Edmonton on construction jobs. Then 
he returned to Alhambra and worked on various 
Jobs around here before settling on the farm and 
working on it until his death on September 6, 
1958. 

Leonard took his schooling at Alhambra 
where he completed Grade 10. Then he started 
working on the section for C.P.R. where he was 
employed for 10 years. Following this he became 
grain elevator manager for Federal Grain for 
elght years until Federal Grain sold to Alberta 
Pool. Now he has his own farm and he is farming 
with his brother, John, 

Edward took’his schooling in Alhambra and 
then he moved to Windsor. Here he married 
Maureen Caldwell, R.N. on October 6, 1962, 
Edward worked as'a mechanic, and for a while 
he was with the Windsor City Police Patrol. 
‘Maureen worked in hospitals in Windsor and in 
Detroit. Later they moved to Alhambra and lived 
on the farm. Edward worked for Bernard Killick 
at the Service Station while Maureen was 
employed at the Eckville Municipal Hospital 
Edward died on April 17, 1970. 

Fred retired from the railroad on December 
30, 1952. “In line with their practice of honoring 
fellow-workers when they retire, the Canadian 
Pacific Social Club held an enjoyable banquet 











Fred Mushka retires from C.P.R. after thiny-aine years of 
secvie. L, 10 R: Mis. Zena Muska, Mis. W. Harte, Fret 
Muska, W. Hartley, Dan Twack, unknown. 
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and dance at the Oddfellows’ Hall on Friday 
evening, with Fred Mushka as the guest of honor. 
W, Hartley, president of the club, presided. 

Mr. Mushka, section foreman at Condor, was 
superannuated ‘on December 30, 1952, after 39 
years of service with the company. He was one of 
the first men to drive a spike on the high-level 
bridge at Edmonton, in 1913. He was foreman on 
the A.C.R. in 1917. On behalf of the club, road. 
master Dan Twack made the presentation to him 
ofa handsome clock. Mrs. R. E. Jones, honorary 
president of the club, presented a bouquet of 
flowers to Mrs. Mushka. 

There were 150 present, among them being 
Assistant Superintendent Hall, Calgary; George 
Russell, Calgary, travelling ‘engine foreman; 
section foremen John Hodick, Rocky Mountain 
House, Mr. Pollitt, Alhambra, and Gordon Stead. 
man, Benalto; also Messrs. Anheller and Carl 
Lachmund, Alhambra, all’ with their wives; 
Messrs. Steve Pavlak and F.. Motte, Benalto; J. 
Fill, Alhambra; G. S. Shawe, Tuttle, Paul 
Novick, Red Deer section foremen and F. 
Mushka Jr., Alhambra, 

Messages of congratulation on Mr. Mushka’s 
Jong service were received from several high of. 
ficials of the company. 

Rebekah ladies catered for the banquet, 
which was followed by an enjoyable dance with 
music by Willard Trimble and his orchestra 
(Red Deer Advocate, February 16, 1953). 














Feed and Zena Mushka's Golden Wedding. Annibersa 
celebrated a thet home in Alhambra, 





After Fred’s retirement, they moved to the 
farm where they resided until their new home in 
the hamlet was completed in the mid-50's, 

‘They celebrated their 50th wedding anniver- 
sary in 1961 with their family and a host of 
friends. 

Fred Mushka died in the University Hospital, 
Edmonton on August 30, 1961. Zena Mushka died 
in the Red Deer Nursing Home, on December 18, 
1969, 


CLARENCE NEEDHAM. 

Records reveal that various branches of the 
Needham family were at some time granted 
Arms, but the oldest of these is the one which will 
be of greatest interest to our generations based 
on the assumption that It is attributed to a com- 
mon ancester. 

Sir Robert Needham was knighted by Sir 
William Russel, Lord Deputy of Ireland, 
September, 1594, 

‘A description follows: Arms: Argen a bens 
engrailed azure between two buck's heads 
caboosed sable attired; Crest: Aphoenix in 
flames proper; Motto: Nunc Aut Nunquam; 
Authority: Burke-General Armory. Meaning of 
‘Terms: Arms: Argent — silver or white shield, 
represents gentleness; A Bend: means simple 
form; Engrailed: means draped; Azure: means 
blue; Caboosed: means full faced stag head, no 
neck showing; Sable: means dressed in black; 
Crest: Phoenix issuing from flames of fire is 
frequently used as a crest — an emblem of im- 
mortality; Motto: “Now or never” 

This is one of the oldest Irish families, tracing 
its history back to Mac Niadh of the Line of Ithe, 
ancester of A’Niadh, or A’Naihe-Uaithne. The 
name has been anglicized to O’Needham, 
Needham, Needim, MacKnee, MacNie, 
‘MecNeedem, Neville, and Neehan. 














THE NEEDHAM FAMILY — by Olga Needham 

Clarence Vincent Needham is the son of Fred 
Moore and Bertha Needham. (Fred is the son of 
James and Fannie (Moore) Needham). (Bertha 
is the daughter of Bert and Roseltha (Avres) 
Fisk). 

Olga Matilda (Syren) Needham is the 
daughter of Waino Wilhelm and Alma (Luosa) 
Syren, (Waino is the son of Gustav and Leen (An- 
tila) Syren.) (Alma fs ths daughter of Heiki and 
Agatha (Jaklaho) Luosa). 

Clarence, number eight child, was born on 
November 11, 1927, at Cralgmylé, Alberta. His 
wife, Olga, number six child, was born on 
September 9, 1927, at Condor. They were united 
in marriage in 1948. 

Clarence and his family lived at Airdrie, and 
moved to the Alhambra district in 1961 to their 
present location, NE-13-39-6-5; NW-13-39-6-5 and 
SE-13-29.6.5, 

‘Their family consists of one son and three 
daughters. Gay is married to William (Bill) 
Glover of Rocky Mountain House. She took her 

















elementary grades at Airdrie and Alhambra, 
and her high school at David Thompson High, 
She took a stenography course. Gwen is married 
to Vernol Bunch of Leslieville. She attended 
elementary school at Airdrie and Alhambra and 
took her high school at David Thompson High. 
She took a hairdressing course. Terry, of Rural 
Route 1, Alhambra, farms. He attended the 
Leslieville Elementary School and the David 
‘Thompson High Schooi. Greta is married to Ron 
Desjarlais of Rocky Mountain House. She 
attended the Leslieville Elementary School and 
the David Thompson High School. She took piano 
lessons and is presently teaching piano. 

Clarence conveys mail from Red Deer to 
Rocky Mountain House and points in between 
He farms with Terry as time allows. 

We like this district and expect we 
no hurry to move elsewhere. 


THE NEWMAN FAMILY — Alhambra 1939- 
1946, Condor 1946-1948 

‘The value of a family journal is realized when 
one is suddenly faced with writing a synopsis of 
family history covering even a relatively short 
period of time. The following events, relating to 
the Newman family have been recounted without 
the benefit of written reference, and therefore 
some of the dates surrounding these events may 
seem a little vague or may, at times, have to be 
granted a little give or take. 

Tt was however, in the spring of 1939 that 
three members of the Newman family moved to 
the John Larson farm; the half section situated 
immediately west of Alhambra corner, on the 
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‘Newman Family, 1947. Roy (Chub) Newman, Mable Newman, 
Marge and Stuart MacDonald 








north side of Highway 11. These family members 
were Mrs. Mable Francis Newman and the two 
youngest of her four children, Roy Allan (Chub) 
who was then 19 years old, and Rita Margaret 
(Margie), 15 years old. Prior to this they had 
farmed in the Clearview district, south of Red 
Deer for approximately seven years. This 
branch of the Newman family originated in the 
Auburndale district; a community midway 
between Wainwright’ and Vermilion, Alberta. 
The father, Albert John Newman was at this 
time, still living on the original home farm. The 
second oldest son, William Irving (Buster), 
worked with him. Buster was 21 years old, The 
oldest son, Clifford Albert (Cipper), had gone to 
Chicago the preceeding fall, to take a course in 
airconditioning. He was then 22 years old. 

‘The actual move from Clearview to Aiham- 
bra was accomplished with the help of good 
friends from the Red Deer district, a brother and 
sister, Raymond and Doris Nicholson and Cliff 
Stannard, all of whom shared good humor and a 
pioneering spirit. It was an event that lasted for 
several days and was in itself worthy of a short 
novel. Trials and fun evolved in every aspect of 
the undertaking. The family's old car, a 1929 
Buick, had to be coaxed to make the trip and 
then, after one visit to the hamlet, it refused to 
start again, ever. (It was eventually sold.) There 
was no electricity or plumbing at the farm, but 
Mrs. Newman, alded by the girls’ cleaning 
power, made the house a home, With the aid of 
pitch forks, Doris and Margie then undertook 
cleaning and repairing the old pole and straw 
barn, to make it fit to house the milch cows that 
were to be transported by truck, as the house fur- 
niture and some machinery had been. When 
everything else had been either moved or sent on 
its way, Chub and Raymond, with Cliff’s help 
began a two day trek with team and hay rack and 
saddle horses, trailing out the range cattle and 
the remaining horses. Before everything was 
settled, everyone had rare stories to tell. In 
retrospect, this memorable event was to set the 
pattern for the way of life that followed through- 
out out the years the family remained in the 
area; adjusting to necessity, milking cows (in 
poor facilities), and farming with only horse 
power, but through it all enjoying friends, old 
and new. 

‘The first visitors to the farm arrived the se- 
cond night lamp light was showing from the 
house. These were Jim and Dickie Davies and 
Frankie Wilson, curious kids from neighboring 
farms who had trouble finding enough courage to 
knock on the door. Mrs. Newman and the girls 
were very amused by the boys giggling in the 
yard and Mrs, Newman had to go out the door to 
invite them in. Their visit was very weleome and 
the new residents spent several pleasant hours 
learning about the neighborhood happenings and 
people. The next day the cows arrived and were 
settled into the newly cleaned barn. While the 
girls were doing the milking that evening, Dickie 












































































































Ladies’ Ball Team, 1945. Back row: Merge MacDonald, Muriel 
oper, Ella Wilson, Bernice von Hollen, Violet Wulff and Alive 
Jabraus. Front row: Sisley Wilson, Mrs Ralph Cole, Lizzie Lund 
and Gay Randal 





Davies came back to let the girls know the first 
ball practice of the season was to take place ‘‘up- 
town” and the girls were invited to join in. They 
rushed with chores, then walked the mile and a 
half to be welcomed into their first community 
activity. It was a good thing it was an outdoor 
event, the girls must have had something of an 
“old barn’” aroma about them. 

Ball games, summer picnics (May 24th at 
Condor and July 1st at Alhambra), and dances 
were the main social events the family par- 
ticipated in, although Chub and Raymond, who 
were exceptional horsemen and aspiring cow: 
boys, made their way to take part in as many 
stampedes as they could. (Raymond had stayed 
to work and Doris visited as often as the girls 
could arrange it, which meant these friends 
shared many of the events surrounding the fami 
ly during their first year or so in the district). 
The cowboys had to practice riding, and so to 
make this possible, they built a pole corral with a 
chute. On occasion, Sundays or evenings, any of 
the farm animals that would buck were given the 
‘opportunity to do so. ‘These practice events drew 
considerable attention from other cowboy- 
minded young fellows who lived near-by. 

‘Transportation to stampedes was sometimes 
hard to find, since the old car had given up. When 
the Rocky Mountain House rodeo was to take 
place at the end of June that first summer, the 
boys and a neighbor, Eddie Wilson, planned to 
ride to it on saddle horse. The girls wanted to go 
too, Mother Newman, as always, soft-hearted 
and hard-working, agreed to do the chores for 
the two days they would be away; leaving early 
on the 29th and returning on the 30th. The boys 













thought they could discourage the girls because 
there were not enough saddles to go around. The 
girls wouldn't be discouraged and so, their first 
trip to Rocky Mountain House was made on 
horse back, bare-back. Afterwards the girls 
were able to brag that they had survived the trip 
in better condition than the boys. (no allowance 
was made for the boys participation in the 
rodeo.) The group arrived in Rocky Mountain 
House by mid-morning. The boys made their en- 
tries and in the afternoon they rode in both 
bareback and saddle bronc events. In the even- 
ing they all took in the stampede dance and then 
rode a mile or so out of town to spend what was 
left of the night with the Stanley Maxwells. Next 
day they returned to the stampede and the boys 
again made thelr rides. (No record was made of 
how well the boys placed in the competition, but 
they did share some of the prize money.) Again 
thal evening the dance was not to be missed, and 
finally, after mid-night they all trooped home, to 
arrive just in time to help Mother Newman with 
the chores. Then to bed! It wasn’t a long sleep for 
the girls because by then it was the Ist of July 
and they were expected to play ball at the com- 
munity pienic, which they did. Chub and Ray- 
mond barely found the energy to attend the ple- 
nic dance that evening. Eddie didn’t. 

In 1939 the gravel on Highway 11 stopped at 
Alhambra corner. During wet weather the 
“Highway” traffic faced many problems along 
the ‘flat west of the farmstead. Among the 
vehicles that were frequently stuck in the mud 
were Sorenson’s bus, and the C.A.D.P. milk 
truck which made daily trips to gather 8-gallon 
cans of milk at the gates of shippers from a point 
several miles west, hauling them into Red Deer. 
It was not uncommon to have some stranded 
driver walk up to the house looking for help. 
Sometimes a team could pull them out, 
sometimes they couldn't, At that time, the ‘bus’ 
was an elongated four seater car. ‘This was 
probably the first step up from the sedan car that 
provided the original bus service between 
Rocky Mountain House and Red Deer. It became 
a point of interest to watch the vehicles change in 
size and shape as the bus service grew. Another 
segment of Highway 11 traffic that was in- 
teresting to watch was the horse and wagon 
caravans of native people who travelled east in 
the spring to work somewhere during the 
summer, then In the fall they headed back west 
to their reserves. 

Sorenson's bus service was frequently used 
by the family for shopping and visiting in Red 
Deer. The milk truck driver at that time was a 
very congenial chap named Donald Luck. He 
was not supposed to carry passengers but oc. 
casionally he made an exception because he 
liked company on the road, and someone would 
catch a ride into the city with him. This was a 
favor the family was able to return a few times 
when the road to the west was so exceptionally 
bad that it was impossible to haul milk over It. If 


























the truck swayed too badly through the mud, the 
cans which had to be stacked, would upset and 
spill. When Don stayed at the Newman's over- 
night, he would pitch in and give a hand with dry: 
ing dishes or any other household chore that 
came up. On one such occasion the family 
learned he could handle a flat iron as expertly as 
he handled the truck. After that, Chub never 
found It as easy to ask to have his good pants 
pressed, and eventually he learned to do his own 
pressing. 

While the bus provided means for travelling 
to Red Deer, local shopping was done mainly on 
horseback, or sometimes, by team and wagon. It 
was not unusual for Margie to have everything 
from a sack of flour to a kerosene can laying over 
or hanging from the saddle. Two or three times 
Margie or Mrs. Newman rode to Rocky with 
Jack and Marle Davies when they were taking a 
calf to market by team and wagon. In later 
years, after these good neighbors had acquired a 
car, the Davies shared many rides to town. 

‘Their first year in the district produced mai 
new experiences for the family. After freeze-up 
in the fall, Chub went out to work in the logging 
camps west of Rocky Mountain House. It was 
rough, hard work but he enjoyed it and went 
back again the following winter. He thrilled in 
telling how well his skid or logging team had per- 
formed, 

Time and circumstances effected many 
changes for the family, with World War IT caus- 
ing the greatest disruptions, a it did throughout 
the world, Through many comings and goings by 
the rest of the family, Mrs. Newman was the only 
member who never left home for any length of 
time. She was a hard working, loving and 
reliable woman who faced hardships head-on; a 
wonderful cook who could always make a tasty 
meal no matter how limited her pantry 
provisions became. Hard work was not new to 
Mable Newman, In the early years at Auburn- 
dale, she had worked with her husband in the 
field while keeping her house and cooking for the 
family and hired men, as well as doing chores 
and raising her family. All this combined with 
the worry of keeping the farm going at this time, 
no doubt contributed to her declining health later 
on, 

Among the changes that took place, the fami. 
ly gradually saw less of Doris and Raymond 
Nicholson. Raymond went back to work with his 
father and later entered military service. Doris 
was married in Red Deer, to Gordon Towers, 
Dec. 27, 1940. 

Shortly after Canada entered the war, the 
oldest son, Clifford, visited at Alhambra before 
leaving to go to England, to join the R.A.F. He 
wanted to become a pilot and at that time his for: 
mal education was less than would be accepted 
for a pilot in the R.C.A.F. ‘Cipper’ was more 
mechanically minded than his cowboy brothers. 
He had been responsible for keeping the old car 
running while the family lived at Red Deer. 























‘iiford Newman leaving for 
England to jn the RAF. Io 
199, 
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Some of the neighbors there 
Buick had had even parts of wings, It would have 
flown then. Clifford became a Spit Fire pilot and 
as the war progressed he was promoted to Flight 
Lieutenant. During the Battle of Britian his 
plane was shot down over the English Channel 
and he was reported missing in action, June 1941. 
His body was later found on the coast of Holland 
and he was buried in a Military Cemetery out 
side of Amsterdam. He was 25 years old on 
January 21, 1941. 

‘The second son, Buster, also visited the farm 
for a few months in 1939. He did not qualify for 
military service because of a hip damaged in a 
fall from a horse during his school days. He 
returned to Alhambra after harvest in 1940. His 
bride, Elsie (nee Ruud), had arrived before him. 
‘They spent most of thé winter with the family 
and added another new member when. their 
daughter, Arlene Mae, was born In Rocky Moun- 
tain House on December 24, 1940, When they 
returned to Vermilion they began farming on 
their own. They later had three more children 
Helen Jeanette, born June 17, 1943, Lela 
Marguerite, born September 7, 1944 and Lyle Ir- 
ving, born February 17, 1946. Buster and Elsie 
visited Alhambra with their two oldest girls for a 
short time at Christmas in 1944 

In the spring of 1941, Chub was called into the 
Army’s one month training program for 21 year 
olds. About the time he would have been 
released, the program was extended to four 
months, ‘and then again extended to full dut 
While He was away Margie became farmer as 
well as chore boy. Chub later transferred to the 
R.C.A.F. and while he was training as a Wireless 
Air Gunner at Winnipeg, he became ill with 
rheumatic fever and was hospitalized just one 
week before he was to graduate with a WAG 
wing, He was confined to hospital for: over six 
months and was eventually released from the 
service early in 1945 with a medical discharge, 
as a result of damage to his heart during the i 
ines. 

On November 6, 1941 Margie was married toa 
local man, Angus Macdonald. They went to work 
for Lorenzo Cooper, a widower with a large farm 
operation south of Highway 11. On August 18, 



































1942, Margie gave birth to her only child, a son, 
Stuart Roy. During this time her father, Albert 
John Newman, came to help take care of the 
farm. He had sold his Auburndale farm and had 
turned to an old skill, carpentry, to build houses 
in Edmonton. Early in 1943, he went back to Ed- 
monton and the Macdonalds moved to the New- 

man residence. In 1944, the couple separated; 
Angus later joined the army and Margie con: 
tinued to work the farm for her mother. Mrs. 
Newman at this time was suffering’ from 
rheumatold arthritis, a misery which became 
progressively worse during the rest of her life. 

‘The summer of 1945 brought another new ex- 
perience for the family, Mrs. Newman, Margie 
and her son Stuart. Mrs. Newman’s parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. William Way from Stratford Ontario 
visited relatives in Alberta. They stayed with 
their son, Clifford Way and his family at 
Strathmore. During this time a holiday was 
arranged. Margie went to Edmonton and picked 
up her dad’s car, then with her mother, Stuart, 
and a good friend, Muriel Cooper, they made 
their first trip to Banff and Lake Louise, together 
with the Way families whom they met in 
Calgary. Jack and Dick Davies looked after the 
chores, which included milking about thirteen 
cows at that time, for the three days they were 
away, It was avery exciting time; not only was It 
thelr first visit to Banff, but it was also the first 
time Margie could remember seeing her grand: 
parents. They had not been out west since she 
had been a baby at Vermilion. Mrs. Newman had 
een east to visit them only once in the interim. 

Shortly after this trip, the senior Ways came 
to spend a month at the farm. Grandpa Way who 
was in his late seventies, had done ail the 
pioneering he wanted to and could not appreciate 
some of the innovations the lack of facilities 
made necessary. Grandma Way, who was ac- 
tually Mrs. Newman's step-mother, was also in 
her seventies, She was a very dear lady and 
wanted to do something to help. She had been a 
dressmaker when she was younger so she under- 
took basting together a plaid suit Margie was 
making. Unfortunately Grandma couldn’t see as 
well as she used to and the plaid wasn’t matched 
very well. Margie had some difficulty in getting 
the seams open and re-sewn without her grand. 
mother noticing, 

Grandpa Way and his youngest son, Percy, 
had opened a chicken hatchery in Strathmore. In 
the spring of 1945, they sent out boxes of 100 baby 
chicks each to Alhambra and Strathmore. Some 
‘good people with the railroad must have taken 
special care of the wee birds along the way. The 
chicks that arrived at Alhambra were hungry 
but in good condition. Raising them was another 
adventure. To keep them warm when they were 
tiny, a milk can with a card-board hood fitted 
over it, was kept filled with warm water. Over 90 
of the 100 chicks survived, and with all the per- 
sonalized attention they received as they grew, 
they were a very tame lot of chickens. Young 








Stuart found them to be special play mates. It 
was not uncommon to hear a hen squawking in 
because he was steering it around the yard with 
a wing in each hand. They never learned to keep 
out of his reach and the odd one had to take up 
swimming in the water trough. 

‘Muriel Cooper came to Alhambra in 1943, just 
after she had completed high school. She had 
been born and raised in part of New York City. 
She came to visit her great-uncle Lorenzo, and 

nally planned to stay through the summer 
and then return to the U.S.A. to enter nurses’ 
training. Her stay grew in iength as she found the 
country living to her liking. Although she had 
never before had the opportunity to ride 
horseback, she greatly enjoyed the saddle horse 
‘Mr. Cooper bought for her. Watching Muriel 
learn to ride and handle “Blackie” was great 
fun, Life was quiet for her around her uncle’s 
home so she made a habit of riding over to the 
Newman's on mail days and Sundays. Her smile 
and bubbly personality were always welcome, 
Her plans to return to school changed when she 
met a local man, Charles (Josh) Sininger. Even. 
tually Josh followed Muriel back to New York 
where they were married in 1946. They returned 
for visits to Alhambra but finally settled into far- 
ming at Penn Yann, New York. They had one 
son, John. 

When Chub came home from the Air Force, 
he was unsettled and not ready to go back to far- 
ming steadily. He worked at various jobs in 
different areas and came back to help out at 
times, but did not take up permanent residence 
at the farm again. In his travels he acquired a 
faithful old 1929 Chev car which he left for 
Margie to use after one of his visits. He spent 
some of his time back at Vermilion and turned to 
chuck wagon racing with Buster. 

Mrs. Newman sold the farm in 1946 to two 
families named Robinson and Dolphin. The 
wives were sisters. These people were to take 
possession in the fall but as they did not have 
another place to live, they moved in during the 
summer and used the upstairs portion of the 
house. The men made use of their time by 
building a new barn; one Marge wished had been 
there earlier. 

‘Mrs. Newman purchased another farm in the 
Condor district, a half section, formerly owned 
by the Begg family, situated just east of the 
Withrow corner, on the south side of Highway 11 
The land was more open and the outbuildings 
were more usable. Chub arrived to help with the 
move and to put in the crop in the spring. Settling 
into the Condor community was very easy as the 
family already had friends and acquaintances in 
the area. Chub’s old car made getting around 
much easier until he at last took it to Vermilion 
with him, and where it too, gave up. Friends 
often shared rides and it was still convenient to 
catch the bus. 

During the summers at Condor, the ball 
teams were again the centre of social activity, as 




















dances were during the winters. There were only 
nine ladies In the district interested in playing 
ball in the summer of 1947, but they were indeed 
interested. There were no spares to draw on but 
the team never was short a player for a 
scheduled game. They also won their share of the 
games which were played against Rocky Moun. 
tain House, Alhambra and Eckville, Some of the 
ladies would on occasion delay milking their 
cows until after a game, but no one would let the 
team down, 

‘This great team spirit carried into the fall 
when they decided to put on a dance to raise 
money to buy sweaters. The community hall had 
lacked the care of a cleaning committee for some 
time; a fact that was so noticable, attendance at 
local’ dances had dropped off because of the 
heavy dust raised by dancing. The ladies decided 
the hall must be cleaned before ‘their’ dance, 
and so, the whole group gathered, armed with 
cleaning equipment of all sorts to do the job, 
‘They stoked up the fire and kept bollers of water 
hot while they attacked in full force, starting 
with the windows and woodwork. Before they 
were through, they had put seven cans of paste 
wax into the freshly scrubbed hardwood floor. 
Polishing the floor was accomplished by pulling 
one another around on dry mops that were 
wrapped in rags. The hard work of the day went 
unnoticed because of the good fun and fellowship 
that went with it. The ladies advertised their 
clean hall with their dance posters and had a 
very successful fund raising. 

in 1947, Queenie Ford came to teach at the 
Condor School. She was a very attractive young 
lady; a fact that didn’t go unnoticed by Chub, 
who was home for part of the fall, or by Dick 
Davies, who stayed with Chub for a short time. 
‘Through their escorting Queenie to a dance and a 
show, with Marge riding along, Queenie and 
Marge became good friends. Later, when a Fri 
day night outing lasted a little longer than was 
expected, Queenie often stayed overnight with 
Marge, so that the people she boarded with 
would not be concerned about the hours ‘the 
teacher’ was keeping. Queenle also became a 
welcome member for the ball team. Her many 
friends were sorry to see her leave the following 
June. 

During the winter of 1947-48, the ladies’ team 
again decided to raise funds. This time they 
added a play to their dance. Members of the 
men’s team willingly agreed to help out. The 
result wasn’t the greatest theatrical production 
ever presented but it was greatly enjoyed, by at 
least the cast, through the many hours they spent 
in preparing for it. 

Stuart reached school age in 1948. His mother 
took him to the Condor school and thought he 
might be reluctant to stay alone. Instead, he felt 
quite at home; the ball diamond was situated in 
the school yard and the ladies had frequently 
played against the school team for practice, so 
young Stuart was well acquainted. He happily 


waved good-bye to his mother and it was she who 
was reluctant to leave alone 

During the summer of 1948, Mrs. Newman 
and Marge made the decision to move off the 
farm and into Red Deer. The farm was sold to a 
gentleman from Wetaskiwin named Pearson. It 
was with some great regrets that preparations 
were made to leave the community, although 
Marge was not unhappy to see the end of milking 
cows. Friends held a farewell party in the com- 
munity hall. It was a sad moment in time for the 
family, when Hilja and Elie Syren sang “Now is 
the Hour”. The move back to Red Deer was 
made in November, 1948, 

In 1953, Chub was married to Ruby Hartley, 
who had ‘also lived in the Alhambra district 
although ne had not known her at that time. They 
eventually settied into farming in the Rimbey 
district. They had two children, a son, Roger 
Allen, born February 22, 1954 and a daughter 
Karen Gall, born January 3, 1956. Roy Allan 
(Chub) "Newman succumbed to the heart 
damage he suffered during the war, September 

1958. He would have been 39 years old, 
September 30. 

‘Mable Franets Newman passed away in Red 
Deer at 79 years of age, (January 23, 1893-April 6, 
1972). 

Albert John Newman lived in Vancouver, 
B.C. for many years before he passed away at 81 
years. (October 25, 1890-November 19, 1971) 

At this writing, Buster and Elsie Newman are 
living in the town of Wainwright. They still raise 
cattle on part of thelr original farm. 

Margaret (Marge) Macdonald is still living in 
Red Deer and is employed with A.G.T. Her son 
Stuart Is living in Calgary and is employed as a 
Sales Representative for Labatt’s Brewery. 

















OLSON, EDWIN AND MICKEY FAMILY 

‘My parents, Mr. John B. Olson and Martha 
Olson came west to Rockford, Washington, a 
small town near Spokane, from North Dakota 
about 1904. At that time there were two children, 
‘Alma born 1902, married Everett Foreman who, 
as a young boy, had lived in Leslieville. They 
have ihree children. She is a widow now, living at 
Redmond, Washington, Norman was’ born in 
1903, Carl in 1905, and I, Edwin in 1907. 

In the spring of 1910 we came to the 


Home on the J.B. Olson homestead in the Horseguard district, 
bal in 1910. 




































homestead in the Horseguard district, SE-31-38 
5W5. 

On July 7, 1910, Angie was born, completing 
the family 

We all went to the Little Horseguard School 
for our early education. To complete their 
schooling, Alma, Carl, and Angie went back to 
the U.S.A. and made their homes there. 

Carl and his wife, Hazel, had one daughter. 
Angie and her husband, Chester Schlien, had 
three daughters. Angie died as a result of a car 
accident in 1966; Carl died in 1969. 

I spent from April, 1926 to November, 1931 at 
‘Toppenish, Washington. I came home to spend 
the winter with intentions of going back in the 
spring. In March, 1932, Dad passed away sudden. 
ly at the age of 66 years, Norman and I farmed 
together until 1946 when we dissolved the 
partnership. I bought two quarters of the Byram 
farm where I still live, Ei4-4-39-5-W5. Mother 
passed away In 1960 at the age of 88 years. Nor- 
man farmed the home place until he sold it in 
1966. He lived in the Rocky Mountain House until 
his death in 1976. 

During the years I spent in Washington I met 
Mildred (Mickey) Thompson. As Ihad decided to 
stay on the farm, she came up to Canada with my 
sister, Angie. I talked her into staying. On the 
Ind day of October, 1932 we were married. At 
this time the Depression was really getting bad, 
the cheque for a five gallon can of cream was 
about $1.45. We managed to get together three or 
four cheques, took off on a honeymoon in an old 
“Puddle Jumper” Model T Ford that I had paid 
$15 for and brought up from the U.S.A. We stayed 
overnight in Red Deer, and came home the next 
day as that was all our finances would allow. 

Phyllis was born in 1935. She is now Mrs. 
Alfred Bolzer. They have two daughters and two 
sons, They live in Calgary. Delores was born in 
1937, and is now Mrs. Donald Armstrong. They 
have one daughter and one son. They live in 
Eckville. Our girls went to the Little Horseguard 
Setool until we moved to the Alhambra district 
in 194 

In 1921 I walked the four miles from the 
homestead to the Alhambra school as there were 














(Coyotes tapped by Edwin Olson in 1937 





not enough students to warrant a teacher for that 
term at the Little Horseguard School. The 
Depression years were very hard on everyone, 
as all our hard work could not produce much 
money. We sold 2 100 pound hogs for $1.65 a hun. 
dred; oats for 9¢ a bushel, No. 1 timothy hay sold 
for $6 a ton, baled and loaded Into a car at 
Alhambra, eggs sold at 5¢ a dozen. A yearling 
calf had very little value, so was kept until it was 
two or three years old, 

In 1935 we sold six three-year old steers and 
three yearling calves. We got a cheque for $62.77 
for the nine head! In those years all the cattle 
were kept in the barn through the winter, so we 
did a lot of shoveling for what money we got. 
‘Trapping a few coyotes each winter brought 
more clear profit at $5 and $6 each. They helped 
to pay the taxes more than once. 


OLSON, RUNE 

Runé Olson was raised in Saskatchewan, 
where, in 1942, he joined the Armed Forces. 
Upon returning’from overseas in 1946 he came to 
Eckville and purchased the Sodler farm, SW 5- 
39-3 W5 12 miles south on the Diamond Valley 
road. He brought his parents, Mr. and Mrs, Ar- 

id Olson from the prairies the same year. His 
sister, Elvera, also came west and worked in 
Eckville for a time, Eckville belng the closest 
town for doctors, hospital, mail route ete. 

Later, Rune’s parents started work at the 
Raven Trading Store where Rune met Doris, the 
youngest daughter of Noah Heare, on whose iand 
the store was located. Doris, her two sisters and 
two brothers were raised in the Raven district. 
Their father used team and wagon in the early 
days to transport grain and hogs to espero, 
There he took the team to the livery barn for a 
feed and rest before starting on the long trip 
home. 

In 1952 Rune and Doris were married and left 
shortly after for the oil fields around Devon, 
later moving to Drayton Valley, as the oll fields 
expanded. They went to the farm only to put in 
crops and harvest them, 

In 1957, after being back on the farm a year, 
they sold it and moved to Red Deer. Here they 
got back into the oll patch. The two oldest 
children, Teresa, and Ronald, started and 
finished School in Red Deer. 

After commuting back and forth in 
Willesongreen, Eckville and other oil fields, they 
decided in 1971 to move to Alhambra to the farm, 
NE 12-31-6-W5, they had purchased a year earlier 
from the Van Darames’, Earlier residents were 
Mr. Macintosh, Hartley's and Paisley’s. 

Here Mr. Olson kept on with his business and 
farm. The youngest Olson, Kerry, moved with 
his parents and started Grade 7 at David Thomp- 
son School, completing school in 1977 and is now 
employed in Red Deer. Teresa got married in 
1972 and is now living in Vancouver. In 1973 
Ronald came home to work with his father's 

vusiness. 
































Since moving here, natural gas has moved 
into most rural and urban homes for heating, 
replacing propane, oil, wood and coal stoves and 
funaces. 

As 1977 draws to an end, a sour odor is in the 
air, coming from a gas well, out of control in the 
Lodgepole area. The low’ celling in the al 
mosphere is carrying the fumes many miles 
every direction, as the wind changes. They are 
hoping to get it’ capped by Christmas. 





‘THE PATTERSON FAMILY PRAIRIE ROSE 

‘The Patterson twins, Leonard and Frank, 
came out from England in the spring of 1907. 
‘They had attended Dr. Fry’s school in England 
and came to his farm east of Red Deer, to learn 
Canadian ways of farming. They did not stay 
there for very long, coming out west and filing on 
land there. Eventually, the family came, Mr. 
and Mrs. Leonard Patterson, Ralph, the girls, 
Dollie (Annie) and Katie, and the young son, 
Leaman. They settled on young Leonard’s land, 
in the Prairie Rose district, where a very com 
fortable home awaited them. This home they 
called “'Shendish”, after the one they had left in 
Hertfordshire. Ralph’s fiancee eventually came 
out from England and they settled on his land, 
two miles or so, south-west of “Shendish”. Ralph 
and his wife, Emmie, were married in St. Luke's 
Church, Red Deer. By now, the boy farmed ex 
tensively for those days as Frank and his father 
filed on land in what is known as Alhambra dis- 
trict. Mr. Patterson’s land eventually was sold to 
become part of the village district. Mr. Patter: 
son, who had been in ill health for some time, 
died in the early part of 1914, 

World War I was to Interfere seriously with 
the quiet family life of the Patterson's. Leonard 
joined up immediately. Later on, Leaman joined 
the second C.M.R.’s, in Red Deer. Annie Patter: 
son, who had been teaching in Red Deer, 
married Sergeant Frank Holt of the second 
C.MLR.’s. Leaman was killed in action. June 2, 
1916. Sometime later on, Frank Holt was also 
lled in action. By this time, Leonard had been 
twice wounded, and after being hospitalized for a 
considerable time in the south of England, was 
returned to Alberta. Frank had joined the 211th 
battalion and left for overseas December 1916. 
With some others of the 211th, he was transferred 
to the 8th C.R.T., and when the war was over, 
returned to Canada, the spring of 1919, 

During their later years, the eldest son, 
Ralph, and his wife Emmie, enjoyed living in 
Kaslo, B.C, Ralph and his wife are both buried 
there. Leonard who stayed with his sister, Mrs, 
Holt, during the last illness, is buried in Red 
Deer Cemetery. Frank, who had married 
Elizabeth Meston, September 1916, on his return 
overseas service, resumed farming in the 
Alhambra district. They moved to Rocky Moun- 
tain House, where Frank became Justic of the 
Peace and later, Magistrate for a number of 
years, They had the pleasure of celebrating thelr 























Golden Wedding, September 1966, with thelr 
family and friends. The last of the Patterson 
boys, Frank died February 4, 1968, and was 
burled in Pinegrove Cemetery, Rocky Mountain 
House. 

Ralph and Emmie Patterson had four 
children, Len is retired from the R.C.M.P. and 
lives in Regina, Saskatchewan. They have two 
daughters, Helen married and lives with her hus 
band Stuart Dick, in Lacadema, Saskatchewan, 
After a long illness, Helen died about three years 
ago. Alec and his’ wife, Florence, still live on 
their ranch, at Claresholm, and he says he is 
semi-retired. They have a’ son and daughter, 
Ralph and Pat. The youngest of this family, 
Jane, was from some years, a nurse in the 
General Hospital, Vancouver, B.C., and married 
Charles LaCrue. They have one daughter, Anita, 

Katie Patterson who taught for many years, 
married Henry Ludwig. After retiring from 
teaching at Medicine Hat, they moved to Vie- 
torla, B.C. Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig have both 
passed away. Mrs. Annie Holt is the sole sur- 
vivor of the family. The Frank Patterson's hada 
son and daughter, Leaman and Frances 
Leaman became a prisoner of war, after Dieppe 
in World War II. Shortly after ‘returning to 
Canada he married Joyce Ambler, of Cochrane. 
‘They have four chidren James, after extensive 
travelling, has returned to Canada. Dale is in the 
Navy. Theresa (Terry) is married with two 
chidren and Grant is a photographer on the 
Campbell River, B.C. “Courier” Frances M. 
Patterson married Wesley J. Teskey, and they 
have five children. Four of them are grown-up 
and teaching. The youngest, Christine, is still in 
high school. Grandmother, Mrs. Frank Patter: 
son, still quite active, lives in Rocky Mountain 
House, enjoying friends and very often, the com 
pany of grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 











MEMORIES OF EARLY DAYS — by Mrs. 
Frank Patterson 

Tt might be interesting to some to remember 
what teaching was like in the early days in Alber: 
ta. The province was young, many people with 
young families were ‘filing on land. So rural 
Schools were built and teachers were in demand, 
‘My first school was a log schoolhouse in the 
Beaver Flat District. This was in 1912. The pupils 
were children of people who had moved from the 
United States and Britain. After finishing at 
Calgary Normal, I began teaching at Beaver 
Flat School in the spring of 1912, the secretary 
being Ted Frodeen and the chairman, Oscar 
Litchfield, There were five Sims children, three 
Marshall’ children, and the three Gaffney 
children. The Turton children were also pupils as 
was Effie Washburn, also Cissy Rodgers and 
‘Agnes McFaul. 

‘The three R’s were stressed. We put in full 
hours of study with a morning and afternoon 























recess and a noon hour where we had lunch in 
school or out-of-doors if weather permitted. In 
this group, we had some good singers and all en. 
joyed Phys. Ed., sometimes taken out-of-doors. 
We were fortunate in having a well on the 
grounds and the cloak-room was at the entrance, 
the boys having one side, the girls the other. 
Some of the children rode horseback. Most of 
them walked, sometimes barefoot, because 
Beaver Flat roads in those days were occasional. 
ly under water. T preferred to walk the distance 
from my parents’ home to school, a distance of 
about two-and-a half miles, and I cut through a 
few fences, crawling under, through, or over, 
whichever was easiest. As in all the beginning 
schools, we certainly could have used more 
brary books. As the years went on, I know this 
was remedied. The salary for teachers, those by 
gone days, was generally $50 per month. 
Later, teaching at Bingley School, I 
remember Ethel and Jim Stewart, Frank 
Larsgard, Joe, Mabel and Norris Mannix, Lemp 
Lake, Mary Mikkela and Wenni Kohtala, also 
Jesse Nielson. J. W. Christian was secretary and 
Sigurd Sande was chairman. Kindly J. F. Boyce 
was then our Inspector of Schools. He would 
arrive by buggy and team and had the pleasant 
knack of putting pupils and teachers entirely at 
ease, At Gaetz School we had some big boys and 
girls, so to brighten things, we all took part in 
clearing away quack grass along the front fence, 
facing the main road. Spades and rakes were 
brought from home. This project was worked on 
after lunch each day. Somehow or other, we ac- 
quired many packages of flower seeds. The 
results were certainly gratifying. Our inspector 
came out to visit the pupils, admired the lovely 
floral border and returned soon after to take a 
photograph, which was published in the A.T.A. 
magazine. Needless to say, the pupils felt amply 
rewarded. This would be around 1915. By this 
time, we had falrly good roads but in rain they 
Were muddy. So T bought “Prairie Belle” boots 
to get back and forth to go to school. They were 
advertised in Eaton’s catalogue. In this school 
were children of families that came from Ger- 
many, Austria and Norway — quite an in- 
teresting challenge here to teach English! 
World War I years saw quite a few of the 
young men enlisting. In the Beaver Flat area 
young Oscar Litchfield, Paul Frodeen, Claud 
Sims’and Billy Rodgers went Overseas. Oscar 
Litchfleld was sent home and died in Red Deer 
General Hospital. Billy Rodgers was killed in ac- 
‘on. Claud Sims, severely wounded, remained in 
hospital for many months and Paul Frodeen was 
killed in action a few hours before the signing of 
the Armistice. Alec Green, son of Mrs, Bert 
Hilbert, was one who returned safely to Alberta. 
He married one of my Beaver Flat pupils, 
‘Mamie Sims. George Meston was also one of the 




















fortunate ones who returned home safely. He 
married Violet Innes and later, opened the store 
at Codner. 





PRENTICE AND COWAN FAMILIES — by L. 

Prentice 

After living in the Sylvan Lake district for 
years I took my family to Manitoba for 13 years 
where 1 worked for the Manitoba Paper Co. of 
Pine Falls, manufacturers of newsprint paper. 
ur last child, Shirley Elizabeth, was born there 
early in 1946, We already had five born back here 
in Alberta. 

‘The tug to home overcame the two oldest 
children and Milton, our first born, and his 
sister, Thelma, returned to the home place of 
‘Thelma’s new husband, a quarter section along 
Highway 11 half-way between the Condor corner 
and the Alhambra corner. Milton and Chester 
Miller ran a small sawmill cutting lumber for 
various people ofthe district, and farmed the few 
cultivated acres on the farm. Thelma’s husband, 
Chester, bought Mr. Bennet’s farm on the creek 
two miles north, With its buildings on the north 
shore, the Miller's decided to trade in Leslieville. 

Militon went to Sylvan Lake meantime, and he 
died suddenly there in 1958 on Good Friday. After 
the funeral the rest of the family wished to be 
back in Alberta so, during summer holldays of 
the year "58, we returned to live in Leslieville 
where T had bought a house from Walter Bunch, 
Ray Buneh’s nephew. Later Mrs. Prentice and f 
took over Allan Seott’s butcher shop and our 
daughter Shirley started attending the David 
‘Thompson High School located on Highway 11 
and the four Cowan children, our three grand: 
sons and one granddaughter went to Leslieville 
Elementary School. 

Mrs. Sunde of Alhambra was one of our 
daughter's teachers at David Thompson High. 

After Mrs. Prentice’s passing, at Christmas 
time in 1963, [became involved in a farming ven- 
ture with Earl Miller until his passing in January 
of 1967, At that time I went to Caroline to work. 
My daughter, May, and her daughter, Dorothy, 
stayed on at the farm located one mile north and 
one mile east of Alhambra and Dorothy went to 
David Thompson High School. 

Now May is in Taber, and Dorothy is going to 
the Red Deer College and the youngest Cowan 
boy, Ronald, is operating the farm, 








THE FRANK SCOTT FAMILY—by Joyce 
Lemke 

Mrs. Agnes Annie Scott (daughter of Allan 
and Eleanor Kirkham, nee Pierce) was born 
December 13, 1882 at 130 Elliot Str., Preston, 
Lancaster, England. She had two sisters, Mrs. 
Margaret Crossley, who died September 8, 1965, 
of Banff, and Mrs. Ethel Clitheroe, now 86, living 
at White Rock, B.C., both born in England. 

‘The Kirkham family in England ran a general 
store and meat market as Mr. Allan Kirkham 
was a butcher by trade, 

Miss Agnes Annie Kirkham married Frank 
Scott who was born in 1882in Preston, Lancaster, 
England, on October 30, 1905. Frank Scott was 
also a butcher by trade in England. Frank had 











two brothers, Willlam Scott of Calgary, now 
deceased, and Mark Scott of Indiana, both of 
whom were born in England. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Scott had three children, 
Marion Scott, ‘baptised September 18, 1908, 
Margaret Scott, born April 17, 1910, and Allan 
Scott, born January 3, 1914. Marion lived only un- 
til age seven. Margaret Scott married Tom 

telfox on November 5, 1946, and had one son, 
Tom, born in 1949. Margaret passed away in 
1967, age 5 

‘Allan Scott married Margaret (Peggy) 
Stelfox of Rocky Mountain House in 1940, to 
whom three children were born: Joyce, August 
21, 1941, Margaret, October 3, 1944, and Brent, 
‘Sune 12, 1957. Joyce married Hugo Lemke in 1961 
and to this union three children were born: Lin 
da, Brian, and Teresa, 












Frank Scott Family. L. to R: Allan, unknown, Margaret, Frank 
Seott, Mrs, Frank Scott, the last tho are unknown. Alhambra 
Farm, 1928 


In 1913 Mr. and Mrs, Frank Scott came to 
Manitou, Manitoba and then moved to Calgary 
for a short while, before another move to In- 
nisfail. Their daughter, Margaret, attended 
school at Innisfail, where the family lived for 
nearly 10 years. 

In 1924 Mr. and Mrs. F. Scott bought a farm at 
Alhambra: N.E. 7-39-5-W.5 from Andy Lenon, a 
bachelor, who homesteaded the land. Mr. F. 
Scott farmed this land and carried on a butcher. 
ing trade too, with which the entire family 
helped. His son, Allan, was taught the skills of 
butchering by his father, Frank, who had been 
well trained in England. Margaret worked for 
Sam Emmerson who had a general store in 
Alhambra. She took over the post office after 
Mrs. McGrath and she held that position for 
many years. Her good sense of humor and happy 
smile will long be remembered. 

In 1945 Mr. and Mrs, F, Scott sold thelr farm 
to Allan and moved to the coast. Margaret also 
moved to the coast where she married Tom 
Stelfox. They ran a general store in Vancouver 
for several years, Frank Scott passed away in 
1945 as a result of a heart attack. 














His grand-daughter, Joyce, will always 
remember the time on the Alhambra farm, when 
she had left her rag doll on the kitchen table, 
During the short while she was in the other room 
Grampa (Frank) Scott applied mustard to the 
seat of the doll’s “undies”. On her return, Joyce 
was dismayed when he asked her why she didn’t 
change her doll’s diapers more often! 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Scott had purchased their 
first team of horses from Henry Stelfox of Rocky 
Mountain House in 1924. They were heavy 
English work horses known as Shires. Mrs. Scott 
was very capable of handling and driving the 
horses, as she had done it in England. Thelr first 
tractor was a 1530 McCormick Deering. Allan 
purchased his first truck, a Model A Ford Pick 
Up, in 1935, 

‘Mrs. Frank Scott was always known for her 
lovely chickens. In fact, if visitors came and she 
wasn’t in the house, Frank would advise them to 
go and look in the chicken house! Tt used to annoy 
Frank when she would feed his good seed wheat 
to the chickens! 

‘Sundays were special days on the Scott farm, 
as friends and neighbors would drop in to play 
cards or sing songs. Frank, Allan and Margaret 
were all musical. Frank and Allan played violin 
and guitar for community dances. 

Allan and Margaret attended school in 
Alhambra in the early 1920's. Two of thelr 
teachers were Temple Crawford and J.H. Hicks 
‘They rode two miles to school on horseback 
whenever the weather wasn't too miserable. 
When Peggy and Allan lived on the Scott farm in 
the late 1940's, Joyce walked the two miles to 
school, 

Around 1950, Peggy and Allan sold the Alham- 
bra farm and built a meat market in Leslieville. 
Allan did a lot of custom curing and was a skilled 
‘meat cutter. The entire family helped with the 
business, and Joyce and Margaret finished their 
schooling in Leslieville and David Thompson 
High School. Allan had the meat business for 
about twelve years, then decided to return to far- 
ming one section of land which he owned 
northeast of Rocky Mountain House. He and 
Peggy bullt a new house on this farm (the old 
Hall place) and lived there a few years, then 
Allan sold and moved to another farm he had 
purchased—eight quarters in all—about twenty 
miles northeast of Rocky. Allan lived on and 
farmed that land until his passing on November 
21, 1977, age 63, of cancer. His mother, Mrs. 
‘Agnes Annie Scott had lived with him on this 
farm for two years prior to being in a nursing 
home in Ponoka for two years before her passing 
on April 8, 1974, age 91. 

Allan’s passing brings a sad end to the Scott 
family story, but the memories of these four 
wonderful people—Mr. Frank Scott, Mrs. Agnes 
Annie Scott, Margaret and Allan, will bring 
smiles to the faces of those who knew them for 
many years to come. They were all kind, 
humorous, good-natured, hard working folk. 


























THE SININGER FAMILY—by Evelyn 
MacDonald 

The Sininger family came to Canada in 1912, 
first to Bassano, then Midnapore, Calgar 
Wilkie, Saskatehewan, and finally settled in thy 
Horseguard district in April, 1918. We walked 
three and one-half miles to school which took us 
about one hour. We didn’t mind, really, as we 
always met the von Hollen’s and others along the 
road and it was good company. In the winter our 
lunches froze, but no problem: we'd put our pails 
under the wood stove and by noon they'd be 
thawed again which was a real fun time. 

My dad (Agustus or Gus as he was called) and 
the other neighbors worked out part of their tax: 
es by building the roads which were over a lot of 
muskeg. There were five in our family, 
Florence, Violet, myself (Evelyn), John (Si), 
and Charles (Josh), the latter two born in 1918 
(December) and 1934. I was so glad the war was 
over so they wouldn't have to join up but they 
were both overseas in the second World War. 

In the winter the men hauled posts and 

"wood to Alhambra which Charlie Raine and 
Sam Emmerson bought to give credit for 
groceries 

At that time Alhambra was quite a thriving 
litle place. On the east side of the street was 
Charlle Raine's store with the dance hall above, 
Joe Sullivan's pool hall and barber shop (which 
later moved across the street where Ray Harris’ 
live now), the Addy Hotel (on the lot where Chap- 
man’s now live) then a dry goods store, next a 
house where the elevator man and his family 
lived and a big house on top of the hill whieh was 
Charlie Raine’s. On the south street was Sam 
Emmerson’s store which had the post office and 
long distance telephone (later the telephone ex- 
change), Mr. Lessing's drug store and Roy Ad. 
y's store. Across the street were the blacksmith 
shop built by Tim Kirby and a big warehouse 
that was Sam Dickson's store and later Henry 
von Hollen's. On the west side was a restaurant 
and my dad’s harness shop. 

Chlet MacDonald and my dad were on the 
school board; the teachers got only about $100. a 
month and at times there wasn’t enough money 
in the treasury for that. 

New Year’s night was a real highlight at the 
Chief's, with all the food, the Chief playing the 
bagpipes and we doing the Scottish dances that 
they taught us. Another highlight was the Ist of 
July pienie in Alhambra and the Christmas con- 
‘ert in our school 

"Then there were the wet years when one 
couldn't get the grain off the fields as the binder 
and horses would bog down. Somehow we came 
through’ 

‘Then came the hungry 30's and the war. 1 
bought a small house in Alhambra for $325. at 
$25. a month and nothing down, T married Jock 
MacDonald in 1937 and our son, Richard, was 
born in 1943. Jock went overseas and came back 
{n1945, In 1947 we bought the old Sam Emmerson 























store, then built a store just out of Rocky Moun- 
tain House in 1956, and Sold it in 1965. 

Richard married Jeannie Stenson in 1965. 
‘They now have two boys and live in Red Deer. 


‘THE ROBERT SMITH FAMILY 

Robert (Bert) Smith came to the Alhambra 
district with his parents in 1912 at the age of 10. 

His parents, Robert and Barbara (nee David. 
son) had farmed for many years in Scotland 
before bringing their family of seven to Canada. 
Robert Sr. had been known there as “Rabbit 
Robbie” because of the many rabbits he trapped 
and sold. His wife was referred to as “Butter 
Babbie”’as she made and sold butter. The 
Smiths homsteaded the SE 34-38-5-W5 and in 1916 
bought the SW 9.39-5.W5 next to the hamlet of 
Alhambra from Frank Hall, They built a new 
home there and moved Into it in 1919. True 
pioneers, they were popular in the community. 
‘Mrs. Smith had been a midwife in Scotland and 
continued her work here, delivering many 
babies. There were many happy memories of 
days when large crowds gathered at the Smith 
home to celebrate Burns’ Day and dance to the 
wee hours of the morning. Mrs. Smith died in 
1947 at the age of 79 and her husband in 1955 at 
the age of 97. 

Of their children, Charles, the oldest, married 
Lillian Blair of Condor. He was an engineer and 
worked in mines and mills in various places. 

James was in the police force for many years 
and was a magistrate in Red Deer before his 
death in 1954. He had married Isobel Thackeray, 
a school teacher at Alhambra. 

George operated the garage at Leslieville for 
a number of years before moving to the oll fields 
in southern Alberta and then to Peachland, B.C. 
His wife is Mary Spackman of Okotoks. 

William married a Leslieville girl, Francis 
Hammond and lived and taught school in Red 
Deer for many years. Now retired from 
teaching, he lives at Three Hills. 








Thyeshing crew and cooks atthe R. Smith farm, 1941. Back row: 
Barbara Smith, Faith Kerr, Murray Patton, John Larson, Dave 
Welsh, Carl von Holle, usknov, Frank’ Wikoa. Front r0¥ 
Rober Sith Se, John Malbeak, Robert Smith J, Henry Lund 











Barbara, who married Harry Simmons, Is 
now widowed and living with a daughter at St. 
Albert. 

Jessie and her husband, John Leslie, now both 
deceased, farmed at Leslieville. They had five 
children,’ Ed, Flora, Jack, Bill and Leonard, 
Leonard and his wife, the former Jenny Kantusis 
of Condor, now live on the family farm with their 
five children, 

Robert (Bert) was the son who took over the 
Smith farm on the retirement of his parents. He 
continued to live in the Alhambra district and 
work hard for the community until his passing on 
Oct. 5, 1977. In 1940 he married Mabel Wilson of 
Alhambra and they had two children who still 
live in the Alhambra district. Their son, 
Franklin, married Marlene Howes in 1973 and 
they ave two sons, Ryan and Logan. Daughter 
Heather, in 1964, married George Loomer and 
they have three sons, Derek, Roger, and ‘Trevor. 

‘Along with the others in the area, Franklin 
and Heather took their schooling at Alhambra 
and were among the first students to attend 
David Thompson High School. This school 
brought together students from’a very large 
area, and needless to say, had caused much dis- 
sention in the area, First there were arguments 
for and against centralization. Then there were 
arguments as to where a centralized high school 
should be built as schools then existed at 
Leslieville, Condor, and Alhambra. The problem 
was resolved by placing it between all three 
areas, along Highway 11. Classes started in the 
fall of 1957 with a lot of very thrilled students 
attending. 

Following school, Franklin took up farming, 
taking over part of’his father’s farm. Heather 
attended the University of Alberta and returned 
to the area as a teacher in 1961, teaching first in 
Rocky Mountain House and’ later at David 
‘Thompson High School and at Condor. 








‘THE JAMES WILSON FAMILY 

James and Alice Wilson (nee Ewan) left 
Scotland in 1924 with their nine children. They 
arrived in Canada and settled in southern Alber- 
ta around the Picture Butte area where they 
farmed for 10 years before moving north to the 
Alhambra district. A 10th child had been added 
to the family by then. Mr. Wilson passed away in 
1935, shortly after they had moved to the area. 
‘The farm was carried on by Mrs. Wilson and 
sons Ed and Frank until they moved to Stettler in 
the fifties. 

Frank by then was married to Shirley Mor. 
timer of Rocky and Ed had brought over an 
English bride, Alison Winton. Son Jim also 
farmed in the area until he sold his farm to Wm. 
Palm. (It is now occupied by H. Nicolay.) One of 
the eldest daughters, Alice, married Charles 
Frasier and they lived in Alhambra for a number 
of years. They built the garage in the hamlet. 
Mabel married Robert Smith and Is the only one 
of the family still residing in the district. The 








youngest daughter, Ella, married Alex Pollitt, 
also of Alhambra. These members of the family, 
along with Bill, Annie, Violet, and Clara are 
scattered throughout B.C. and Alberta. Mrs. 
Wilson passed away in 1973. 


THE STOLTE HERMAN FAMILY 

The Stolte family comes from Overljsel, 
Netherlands. Following the hardships of the Se- 
cond World War there was great uncertainty 
about the economic situation in Europe and a 
massive emigration began. As an agent for 
Canadian Pacific, Herman Stolte came into con. 
tact with many immigrants and so in May, 1951 
he followed the trend and came to Canada with 
his wife and seven little children, 

Nine days by boat, four days by train and the 
Stolte family arrived In Lacombe where two 
brothers who had emigrated before World War 
IL, awaited them. These brothers had purchased 
a farm for Herman Stolte from John H. Jones at 
S.W. 6-39.5-5 but, having bought it in the winter, 
they didn’t know what the land was really like 
Herman Stolte was greeted by the expected 
bush, surprised by the swamp and welcomed by 
a house and a few outbuildings. 





‘The Stolte Family just before emigration. Back row: Alber, 
Herman Stolte, Jenny, Asje State, Arend. Front row: Riky, 
Bertha, Herman, Geet 


‘The first few years, (very wet) were spent 
draining swamp and clearing land. Herman was 
very appreciative of the warm reception by his 
new neighbours and the advice of Havelock 
Sloan on how to farm “‘a 1a Canadienne.” The 
English he had learned in Holland was soon 
augmented by interaction with his neighbours 
and children who began attending Alhambra 
school. The children started school dressed in 
Dutch shorts and long socks but they were well 
accepted and soon learned the language and new 
‘dress code. In September the boys returned to 
school in iong pants. 

At this time (1951-53) travel was difficult due 
to construction on Number 11 Highway west to 








Rocky Mountain House. The children often had 
to bring back groceries and mail from Alhambra 
by bus on their way home from school. The fami- 
ly also remembers long trips to Rocky when a 
now ten mile trip to church could involve driving 
through Leslieville. Along with other families in 
similar straits, they took lunch with them and 
met socially between services. Mrs. Stolte still 
remembers the hot chocolate and stacks of 
sandwiches she prepared each Sunday morning. 

After the first four years, the hardest adjust- 
ment and work was over and the family could 
enjoy a new Canadian-born son, Allan, The farm 
continued to prosper and eventually launched 
the eight children into the world on their own, 

Jenny studied a year at the University of 
Alberta and then taught in Lacombe. She Soon 
moved to Ontario where, in 1965, she married 
Harry Van Belle, now a psychologist in the 
Fraser Valley. 

Albert was the only one to continue farming. 
After working with his father, in 1973 he bought 
hls own farm two miles west of the home place 
and married Leona Vander Woude. 

Arend graduated from the U of A and began 
teaching in Edmonton. He married Geraldine 
Nyland, a teacher in the same school, in 1968, 

Riky studied briefly at the U of A’ and then 
went to work in a material store in Ontario, En 
route she met a Canadian soldier, Cliff Goebel, 
whom she married In 1967. 

Gertie graduated form Royal Alexandra 
‘School of Nursing in Edmonton and worked there 
till she met and married David George in 1968. 
He is now an alr traffic controller in Grande 

Bertha graduated from Calvin College in 
Michigan and then taught in Edmonton where 
she met and married Bert Van Essen, a framing 
carpenter, in 1972. 

Herman also graduated from Calvin College 
and taught briefly in Edmonton. He married 
Grace Hoekstra in 1976. 

Allan went from his father’s farm to work at 
Van's Sausage Company in Edmonton. 

As of 1977, the Stolte’s have 14 grandchildren, 





SUNDE, THE KNUT AND ALMA FAMILY 

‘Alma Louise Sunde, the second daughter of 
Astrid and Sigurd Sande was born October 15, 
1913, on the homestead. When she was four years 
old the family moved to the farm one-half mile 
south, She took Grades 1 through 8 at the Beaver 
Flat school. In order to continue her education 
she went to Bingley, Leslieville, and Red Deer 
where she graduated in 1933. After her one-year 
teacher training, 1933-1934, she applied for 
several teaching positions advertised throughout 
the province. Four of her applications were 
accepted and she had to make up her mind where 
she wanted to teach. She decided to teach in the 
Alhambra School District No. 2930. After marry- 
ing Knut Olav Sunde, December 27, 1940, she 
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resigned the following June and they lived in 
‘Alhambra 

Knut was born in Olden, Nordfjord, Norway, 
September 29, 1910, on a farm a few miles from 
the Briksdal Glacier. He attended the school in 
the district and helped with the farm work, 
which included milking several goats. He helped 
to build the last part of the mountain trail to the 
Glacier. 

In March, 1929 he immigrated to Alberta and 
worked on farms in the Duchess area in the 
summers and in the timber area west of Rocky 
Mountain House in the winters. At Calders’ tie 
camp at Horborg, he hacked ties for 15¢ each; 
the following winter at Jack Allen's camp, he 
hacked ties for 7¢ each. The Depression had hit! 
He also hacked ties at Mdson. While in this area, 
he and a friend designed and built a motor boat, 
the ‘'Viking”’, intending to travel to Yellowknife 
via the McLeod River and the Athabaska River. 
After reaching Chisholm, they abandoned the 
“Viking” with its broken propellor. Knut went to 
work building and repairing elevators in Alberta 
and British Columbia. 

At the outbreak of World War Two he did 
carpenter work at the Currie Barracks, Calgary 
and then built hangars at the Penhold Training 
Base. After he married Alma, he worked at the 
Army Camp in Red Deer. In the winters he 
loaded ties at Rocky Mountain House, Ferrier, 
Horborg, Phoenix, Lamoral, and Saunders. 

‘In 1942 they purchased the S W¥ and the ¥4 of 
NW ¥4-8-39-5-W5 from Hudson Bay and this land 
had to be cleared before any farming could be 
done. 

Knut and Alma have one son and three 
daughters. 

Allan James married Wanda Lynn Gordon. 
‘They have two daughters. 

Sonja Arlene married Kenneth Robert Tweit. 
‘They have one daughter and one son. 

Audrey Kathleen married Elmer Harold 
Brattberg. 

Carol Louise married Arthur Leonard Jobs, 
‘They have one daughter and twin sons. 

Their first child, Allan James, was born 
March 19, 1942, at Rocky Mountain House. The 
following September, Alma returned to teaching 
at the Alhambra school for five years. Svanhild, 
her sister, worked for her, looking after Allan, 
Sonja Arlene, (born August 12, 1943), and Audrey 
Kathleen, (born August 12, 1946). Both Sonja and 
Audrey were born in Rocky Mountain House. 
During this time, Knut operated his own tie 
camp, prop camp, cleared his land, and did 
general trucking. Then in 1947, he got work in 
Nordegg, trucking and doing carpenter work at 
the mine. The following year the family moved to 
Nordegg but they lived there for less than a year. 
Their tiird daughter, Carol Louise, was born 
July 22, 1949, In Rocky Mountain House. 

Knut continued working out doing carpenter 
work and trucking on various jobs as well as 
farming. The Sunde family was very interested 
































Knut and Alma Sunde family. Mothers Diy, 1977, Back cow: 
Devon, Art, Deanna, Carol and Dean fobs, Eimer and Audrey 
DBrattburg, Andrina and Ken Twet, Wands and Allan Sunde, Kaut 


in the Rocky Mountain 4-H Beef Club. The four 
children took an active part in it and Knut was 
one of the directors for a while. In 1953, Alma 
resumed teaching at Alhambra for two years, 
then at Rocky Mountain House. 

One of the highlights of 1957 was the family’s 
four-month trip to Norway to visit relatives 
‘Knut and Alma spent holidays in Norway again 
in 1970 and in 1975, 

Alma resumed her teaching career in 1958, 
this time at the new David Thompson High, To 
further her teacher training she took summer 
School courses at U. of A. and attended evening 
classes held in Red Deer. When she received her 
B.Ed. degree in 1969 she was a grandmother! 











Abera Centennial Rok ready for trip to Montreal 


Sunde. Front row: Robbie and Sonia Twel, 
‘Alma Sunde 





She taught at David Thompson for more than 16 
years and retired in June, 1974 

Knut’s Centennial project was to com. 
memorate the Voyageurs’ Canoe Trip from 
Rocky Mountain House to Montreal. He and Mr, 
J.B, Killick trucked a large rock, with a bronze 
plaque suitably inscribed, from here to a site on 
the Expo grounds, Montreal. Eleven more pla- 
ques were placed around the base of this rock; 














‘The Rock on its_permanent base beside Voyageur Lake, 
Montreal. L. 10 R: The Sunde’s the Killek's and Bud Salon: 
Centennial Go-ardnatr fo Alberta, 











one plaque for each of the ten teams inscribed 
with the names of the paddlers, and another 
plague for the Canadian Arm: 

For a few years, Knut and Ailan operated the 
farm together, as well as working out. In 1971, 
Knut left the farming and carpentry businesses 
and set up an aluminum awning shop in Kelow. 
na, B.C. Alma joined him after retiring from 
teaching but a year ago they moved back to their 
home in Alhambra where they presently reside. 
Again, Knut has taken up carpentry and has 
‘worked on different construction jobs. 

Knut enjoys hunting, fishing, boating, skiing, 
and skating. His hobbies include working on the 
lathe and gardening. Alma’s interests include 
needleeraft, reading, and travelling. 





SUNDE, ALLAN AND WANDA FAMILY 

Allan James is the first child of Knut and 
Alma Sunde. He attended school in Nordegg, 
Alhambra, Rocky Mountain House, and David 
‘Thompson High where he graduated. 

‘Allan’s keen Interest in animals led to his ac- 
tive membership in the Rocky Mountain House 4 
H Beef Club which continued throughout his 
school years. When he first joined the Club he 
was one of the youngest members. His 
enthusiastic participation won him trophies and 
prizes several times, including reserve and 
grand championships of the Club. Later, he was 
the club leader for a few years. 

‘After graduating from high school, he attend. 
ed the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology 
where he studied Petroleum Technology. He 
worked on oll rigs in Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Quebec, and British Columbia. Before he 
decided’ to farm the “‘home place”, he spent a 
year at the U. of A., Edmonton, enrolled in the 
taculty of education. 

In 1968, Allan married Wanda Lynn Gordon of 
Bentley, Alberta. Wanda has her B.Ed. from the 
U. of A., Edmonton, and has taught mathematics 
in schools at Grouard, Rocky Mountain House, 
and David Thompson High. 

‘They have two daughters, Theresa (Ter!) Lee 
born January 23, 1969, and Lori Rae born 
December 29, 191 

Besides all the work involved in their “‘cow- 
calf” operation on their farm, Wanda finds time 
todo some substitute teaching and Allan is again 
a leader of the Rocky Mountain House 4-H Beet 
Club. Both of them are actively involved in the 
Alhambra Community Centre, and have served 
in a number of executive posi 

















‘IWEIT, KEN AND SONJA FAMILY 

‘Muddy roads in August set the stage for the 
birth of Sonja Arlene Sunde, While Knut was 
attempting to navigate through the mud to the 
Rocky Mountain House General Hospital, Alma 
“calmly” brought forth their first daughter. 
With such an auspleious beginning, Knut decided 
that she should take the name of a contemporary 





celebrity 
skater. 

Sonja attended school in Alhambra from 
Grades 1 through 7. Among her fondest recollec- 
tions of this time was bob-sledding down Grand. 
ma and Grandpa Sande’s hill at Beaver Flat. 
Before road construction altered the landscape 
she, her brother Allan, and her three cousins 
David, Agnes, and Harold Sande would carom 
wildly’ down the mile-long hill. Another memory 
she recalls is Grandpa Sande’s raspberry patch 
of wide renown, Grandpa Sande personally in- 
structed each grandchild in the fine arts of 
raspberry picking. Memories of freshly baked 
bread and pungent coffee aromata emanating 
from Grandma Sande’s Kitchen still create 
feelings of home and comfort to Sonja. 

Grandpa Sande was an avid fan of 4-H Beet 
clubs. Each year Sonja would buy her calf from 
his Hereford herd, and was quite often successful 
in winning the grand championship of the club. 

In 1953, Sonja attended school in Rocky Moun: 
tain House for two years where she completed 
Grades 8 and 9, 

In 1957, the family visited in Norway and upon 
their return, Sonja entered school at David 
‘Thompson High to finish Grades 10 through 12. 
School was made more pleasurable since the 
David Thompson High School was newly opened, 
Grandpa Sande was a prime instigator of the 
construction of this new school, and he was duly 
honored at its opening ceremonies. 

Sonja, her brother Allan and sister Audrey 
would indulge their Grandpa Sande in one of his 
favorite pastimes, playing “Smear”. Sonja and 
her other sister, Carol, enjoyed riding their 
horses. They would make frequent journeys to 
their Uncle Bud and Auntie Svanhild’s farm 
three miles away. Auntie Svanhild became so ae- 
customed to these early morning excursions that 
she inevitably set a couple of extra plates at the 
breakfast table, 

conja left to attend the U. of A., Edmonton 
where she completed her B.Sc. in Household 
Economics and her B.Ed. degree. In 1966, she 
accepted her first teaching position at Grouard, 
Alberta. Her future sister-in-law, Wanda Gor: 
don, whom she met while attending University, 
also taught in Grouard that year. 

‘The next year, Sonja moved to Lacombe to 
organize and instruct the Home Economics 
program in the Lacombe Composite High School. 
In 1970, she became engaged to a fellow teacher, 
Ken Tweit, whom she married on July 10, 1971, 
They purchased a farm five miles west of 
Lacombe where they still reside. On January 4, 
4974, Andrina Kathleen was born to them; and 
one year later Robert Kenneth arrived on 
Febriiary 17, 1975, 

Sonja is presently teaching half-time at the 
Lacombe Junior High School, and Ken is still 
teaching Business Education’ at the Lacombe 
Composite High School. 

‘They both enjoy golf in the summer, and curl- 


Sonja Henie, the Norwegian figure 
































ing in the winter. Combined with these activities, 
teaching and operating their farm, they remain 
quite busy. 

Ken was raised in Stettler, Alberta where his 
parents, Barney and Frieda Twelt, owned a 
farm. They are retired from farming’ and spend 
their winters in Phoenix, Arizona 


ARELIN VON HOLLEN FAMILY 
Arelin was born July 26, 1942 at Butte, Alberta 
and is the oldest son of Ted and Lillian Von 
Hollen. When he was approximately three and a 
half years old the family moved to thelr present 
location on number eleven highway-Leslieville 
corner. He has five brothers and one sister. 

At age nineteen Arelin bought the former Carl 
Lachmund quarter and has lived there since. In 
the spring of 1962 he married Fay Knopp. Fay 
was born at Hartline, Washington, U.S.A., May 
10, 1943, and moved with her family to the Condor 
district in the fall of 1961 where they settled on 
the Walter Sheppard quarter. Fay's parents 
Marvin and Tootsie Knopp have nine children, 
five girls and four boys. 

Arelin and Fay have four children, two boys 
and two girls; Arlene is fourteen, Kleve thirteen, 
Jesse eleven, Darren seven and all are still ai 
home. Each child has a special skill or ability 
that makes him unique as Is the way with 
children the world over. 

‘The family lived in a 12 x 48 house composed 
of three granaries hooked end to end until the 
spring of 1972, when they moved part of the old 
Rocky Mountain House Hospital onto their farm, 
‘They are still in the process of renovating and 
improving their home. 

Arelin enjoys curling and pitching horse- 
shoes. Fay’s hobbies include gardening, planting 
trees and rock hounding. The family enjoys 
fishing trips, swimming outings, and visiting 
other family groups. 

‘They farm in a very small way and Arelin 
works out at outside jobs periodically. They en- 
Joy a very simple but satisfying way of life 
von HOLLEN, FRED AND LILY — by Margaret 
Cochrane 

Fred and Herman von Hollen came from 
homesteading in Landa, North Dakota to 
homestead in the Horseguard district in 1909, 
followed by Fred’s wife, Lily, and two children, 
‘Margaret and Sophie a few months later. Fred 
and Herman shipped two carloads of machinery, 
furniture, cattle and horses. 

When they left Landa they drove 20 miles to 
Portal, where their belongings were inspected 
before’ being loaded on the railway cars, Upon 
arriving at Red Deer they loaded the hay rack 
with their household effects and equipment in the 
way they had loaded it at Landa. But the im- 
passable road from Red Deer west necessitated 
unloading things at seven different places 
along the way before they finally arrived at the 
homestead. While all the necessary belongings 
were in transport, Lily and two girls lived with 





























Karl von Hollen in North Dakota until word 
arrived for them to come. Fred and Herman 
lived in a tent while erecting the log house on the 
homestead. Fred and Herman's mother came 
too, but she did not stay very long. The very first 
spring on the homestead a garden was planted 
and produced very well. The hand-dug well was 
cribbed with sawed planks and 16 feet deep. It 
was used as a cooler for the cream cans, as it 
took a few days to fill the cream can since they 
did not have many cows. Lily made butter in a 
big wooden barrel churn and it was taken and 
sold in Red Deer whenever a trip was necessary 
to get supplies, which wasn't very often as the 
trip took three days. When the railway came 
through in 1914, Lily asked W. E. Lord of Red 
Deer, if he would buy butter for hats, for the 
ladies in the family. Mr. Lord consented and so 
Lily printed butter which was duly shipped to 
him and in exchange the hats came. 

New family members were added, Annie, 
Eugene (Gene), Herman, Lily, August (Gusty), 
Hilda, Willa and Lorna (twins), Lorna deceased, 
and Anthony (Tony). Mrs. Anna (Grandma) 
Lund attended at the birth of eight of these 
children. When Fred made the trips to Red Deer 
for supplies, Lily couldn’t stay alone all these 
three days ‘with two small girls, and do the 
chores, looking after pigs, chickens, and milk 
four cows. Her first helper was Ethel (von 
Hollen) Walsh, only seven years oid, but Lily 
said she was a'wonderful helper. But Ethel w: 
needed at her home so Lily's sister, Elizabeth 
Lachmund, came from Germany in 1910 to help 
Fred and Lily. Elizabeth married Herman von 
Hollen, Other helpers at this time were the 
Morgeau girls. In 1912 Lily's sister, Sophie 
Oppel, with her two boys, came from Germany 
and she stayed and helped Lily for over a year. 
Later, she homesteaded in the district, 

AS there was no school, not even a school dis- 
trict, the downstairs of the George Walsh house 
was used as the first classroom for a few months, 
‘The teacher was Chester Plank who came from 
Nova Scotia, and when he went back there for 
Christmas he died of a heart attack. Then there 
was no school until the Little Horseguard School 
was built and opened in 1912 with Hiram Hicks as 
the first teacher. The first teachers only taught 
there as long as the taxpayers’ finances per- 
mitted which often meant that there was only 
school for a few months of the year. In 1925, 
Alma Clark was the first teacher that got enough 
wages to be able to pay her board and room out 
of it. Before that time the teachers got a set sum 
of money plus room and board. 

In 1923 the family did the janitor work at the 
school. The pay was $5 per month in summer and 
$7 In winter — the $2 extra was for lighting the 
fires early and carrying In the wood. The old 
wash basin was accompanied by two or three 
towels a week which the janitor had to wash. The 
school was thoroughly scrubbed twice a year and 
the floor thoroughly oiled to keep down dust. 
























































At that time Grade 8 wrote Departmental Ex- 
aminations and the teacher, Violet Jenson, from 
Innisfail gave extra tutoring during noon hours 
and after school. 

‘There was no shortage of food as they had a 
big garden and the vegetables were wintered in a 
good root cellar until the new house was built in 
3917. Lily and the girls canned many jars of wild 
fruit such as raspberries, blueberries, 
saskatoons and also different vegetables. 
Saurkraut was a “must” so it was made every 
fall and then canned. Rabbits were plentiful and 
in season so were prairie chickens and par. 
fridges, which added meat to the menu. 

In 1917 a new large house was built. This 
home served many purposes: weddings, all the 
six Fred von Hollen daughters were married in 
this house and so were some of the relatives, 
Social activities were often held here, too; a big 
verandah relieved this large living room of its 
furniture leaving space for dancing and games. 
Funerals were also held in this home for the 
following: Lorna von Hollen, Fred von Hollen, 
Roy von Hollen, Sophie Oppel, Karl von Hollen. 

Rev. Andrew Hjortaas was the first pastor In 
this district. He drove from Sylvan Lake with a 
team and held services in the Little Horseguard 
School. He was followed by Pastor Thies from 
‘Morningside who held services every two weeks, 
‘The church congregation was Inaugurated as 

he Immanuel Lutheran Church in 1927. ‘The 
first church for this congregation was built on 
Highway 11. A few years later services were held 
in Rocky Mountain House at the Seventh Day 
Adventist. Church. Then a new Immanuel 
Lutheran Church was built in Rocky Mountain 
House and services are held there every Sunday. 
‘The following children of Fred and Lily von 
Hollen still live in the area and belong to this 
church, Margaret, Sophie, Annie, Eugene, Her- 
man, Gusty and Hilda. 

‘Margaret married’ William Cochrane and 
they have three children, Lorraine, Malcolm and 
Angus, Lorraine married George MeCallum and 
they have eight children. Malcolm married 
Anita Andersen, Angus married Gloria Nothof 
and they have two sons. 

Sophie married James Hussin and they have 
three sons, Kenneth, William and Vernon 
(deceased).’ Kenneth married Maria Kunderka 
and they have two sons, but the younger son 
passed away with leukemia. William married 
Joyce MeCalla and they have four children, but 
Karen was dragged to death by a horse. 

‘Annie married Max Hansel and they have five 
children: Bernice, Dean, Laurine, Steven and 
Arlene. Bernice married Doug Meston and they 
have one daughter. Laurine married William 
‘McNutt and they have four children. Steven and 
June have two sons. Arlene married Edward 
Hammond and they have three children. 

Eugene married Bernice Cole and they have 
one daughter, Jeanne, who married Gerald de 
Windt and they have one daughter. 



























Herman married Hildur Nelson and they 
have four children, Alfred, Beverley, Carmen 
and Wayne, Alfred married Dorthea ‘Otto and 
they have two sons. 

Lily married John (Jack) Leslie and they 
have one son, Gerrie. Gerrie and Lena have 
two children. 

Gusty married Gwen Johnson and they have 
three children: David, Audrey and Karen. David 
married Linda Songer. Audrey married Ray 
Bott and they have two children. 

Hilda married Rev. Alfred Miller and they 
we three children: Carol, Ronald and Debbie. 
Carol married Norman Saar and they have three 
children, 

Willa married Walter Miller and they have 
two children, Myrna and Dennis. Myrna married 
Gordon Penner and they have two daughters. 

Tony married Jean Dory and they have two 
chtidren. 

Fred von Hollen who was born March 19, 1879 
in Bremen, Germany, married Lily Lachmund 
in 1906. 

Fred died September 20, 1937. 

Lily was born in Bremen, Germany on 
November 27, 1884. 

Lily von Hollen died January 17, 1963. 

Lily Leslie died July 29, 1973. 








YATERFIELD, WM. AND FLORENCE 
FAMILY 

My name is Bill Waterfield and I have my 
wife, Florence, daughter, Evelyn and two sons, 
Roger and John. I moved from Calgary to 
Alhambra in August, 1975. We live on the old 
Lessing place on the north side of the tracks. So, 
being a newcomer I don’t have too much history 
T have the trees planted around the acre and 
some day hope to have a very nice corner. I have 
two ducks, two geese, two guinea fowl, a few rab. 
bits, and bantam chickens and also one goat. I 
am ‘the care-taker at the David Thompson 
school. I am very happy I’m in the country and 
love my neighbors all around me. 


WATTERS, PETER AND ALICE FAMILY — 
(By Alice Periche) 

In 1927, Peter and Alice Watters arrived in 
Canada from the county of Armagh, Ireland, 
with their three children, Micheal, Mary and 
Rose. They first settled around the Lacombe dis- 
trict, where Peter worked with the railway at 
Chigwell, and at the experimental farm in that 
area, However, the quarter they farmed was 
very swampy and things weren’t working out, so 
In 1828 they moved to the Ridgewood area, where 
they farmed for eleven years. In March, 1939, the 
family moved again, this time to the Alhambra 
district, Peter bought 2 quarters of land from 
George Farrington, NW 7-39-5-W5 and SE 12-39-6. 
W5. By this time many things had happened to 
the family. Four new members of the family had 
arrived; Peter, Alice, Johnny, and Melachy. The 
oldest daughter, Mary, was married and in 1940 











The Peter and Alice Waters family. Back row: Rose Mary, Peter 
Sr, Alice holding baby Alle. Front row: Mike and Pete Jr. Taken 
ancy 1980. Inset Johny and Mel. Taken after 1982. 


the second oldest daughter, Rose, went east to 
join the convent in Ottawa, Ontario. Mike was no 
longer going to school by the time they moved to 
Alhambra, he was out working. The only two go- 
ing to school were Peter, who was in Grade 5, 
and Alice, who was In Grade 3, the two youngest 
boys, Johnny and Mel were still babies at home. 
Some of the teachers through the years that 
taught the Watters’ children were: Mrs. Alma 
Sunde (Miss Sande), Miss Stagg, Miss Kennedy, 
and Mrs. Allan Seotf. One of the highlights of the 
family was in 1939, when Peter Watters went to 
Edmonton with his class to see the King and 
Queen. For this occasion, a special train was 
sent out from Red Deer to Rocky Mountain 
House, so the children and their escorts could be 
transported to Edmonton. 

‘On November 23, 1941 Peter Watters Sr. died 
at the age of 63 years from cancer. For many 
years he had suffered and during this time, a 
neighbor, Mrs. Bill Cochrane, would help Alice 
Watters administer the medicine he required. He 
was buried at Sylvan Lake. 

‘This left Alice Watters with a farm to manage 
and five children to feed. So Mike and she con. 
tinued to farm and manage as best they could. 
Alice Watters was a very well liked person and 
even though times were hard and as sick as she 
was, no one ever left without a cup of tea and 
something to eat. She had beautiful wavey red 
hair that stayed red till she died. At this time the 
boys also started building a new house to replace 
the log house they lived in since settling there. 
‘The youngest daughter, Alice went to train for 
nurses’ aid at the C.N.A. school, in Calgary. She 
trained in many hospitals throughout Alberta 























and in 1951 she was called home to look after her 
mother who was very sick at this time. Grandma 
Watters never did see the new house the boys 
were bullding because in September, 1951, she 
died from cancer, at the age of 55 years. She was 
also buried at Syivan Lake beside her husband, 
Peter. 

‘This left the four boys at home batching. 
Since Johnny and Melachy were only 13 and 15 
years old at this tlme, it was thought they would 
0 to foster homes. So in order that this wouldn’t 
happen, Margaret and Harry Manning, 
neighbors at the time, went to Castor to talk to 
Rose Waiters, who was, at this time, Sister Alice 
of the cross, at the hospital in Castor. It was 
decided that she would come home and look after 
the two youngest boys, so they wouldn’t have to 
go to foster homes. In 1952, Rose Watters, left the 
convent and came home to Alhambra. The years 
were eventful and there was never a dull mo- 
ment with the boys around. In 1956, Rose got a 
job at the Rocky Mountain House creamery till 
the spring of 1957, when she went to work for 
Ludwig Construction as a cook. Also in 1957, 
Johnny and Mel went to work for Mel Laydon 
Construction where they acquired the ex 
perience that helped them later on. Pete and 
Mike worked in bush camps, Mallet Construc- 
ton, oll rigs, ete. 

‘March 14, 1961, Rose Watters married Arnold 
(Buster) Bye of Hanna, Alberta. They reside in 
Edmonton, where Buster works with Union 
Tractor and Rose works at a government 
cafeteria. 

Mary Watters, the oldest daughter, married 
Jacob Roth of Red Deer’ in 1936. In 1947, they 
moved from Red Deer to Saimon Arm, British 
Columbia where they are still living today. They 
have five children; ‘Theresa, Frances, Dennis, 
Amy, and Efleen. All but two are married and 
live in British Columbia. Eileen is attending 
college in Calgary, and Dennis is also in Calgary 
working, 

Alice Watters married Ed Periche of Dover- 
court on April §, 1953. They farmed in the Dover: 
court district for 20 years before selling the 
farm, They now reside on an acreage outside of 
Rocky Mountain House. They have four 
children; Jean the oldest is married to Larry 
Bota of Fort Macleod. Larry works for Alberta 
Government Telephones, and Jean Is an assis. 
tant accountant with the Treasury Branch in 
Fort McMurray, Alberta. Gordon is working 

Quinn at the Aquitaine Plant (30 miles west 
of Rocky Mountain House). Linda attends 
college ln Red Deer, and Brian will finish grade 
12 this year. 

Mike Watters is married and has two 
children, Colleen and Darcy, both are still going 
to school. Mike works around Rocky Mountair 
House and area with heavy duty equipment, 
Also, Mike acquired the old farm in Ireland that 
was never sold when Grandpa Watters came to 
Canada. 












































































Melachy Watters married Karen Campbell of 
Red Deer on April 4, 1959. They presently live in 
Medicine Hat and have three children; Shelly, 
Kelly, and Dennis. Shelly attends college in 
Medicine Hat and’ the two boys still attend 
school. The boys are very Involved in hockey 

Johnny Watters married Donna Heikkinen of 
Benalto, and they have five children; Danny, 
Loree, Kim, Carrie Lee, and Leslie Rae. Danny 
is finished ‘school and ‘is apprenticing in Red 
Deer, for a carpenter; the four girls still attend 
school, Johnny works with heavy duty construc- 
ton and Donna works in Red Deer. They reside 
In Joffre, Alberta. 

Peter Watters married Claire L'Heureux on 
January 25, 1960, Claire’s first husband, Henry 
L'Heureux died from a heart attack leaving her 
with two boys, Guy and Blair. Pete lived on the 
home quarter his father had farmed, and during 
those years he worked in bush camps, oil rigs, 
etc. They had two girls of their own; Cindy and 
Cherly, who are still at home. Guy married Judy 
Diebert on December 4, 1971, and they live in Ed 
son, Alberta where Guy is employed by the Fish 
and Wildlife, Blair. married Karen King of 
MacKenzie, British Columbia and they have one 
little girl. They reside in MacKenzie where Blair 
works in the paper mill. On February 16, 1969, 
Peter Watters passed away after a lengthy il 
Iness and struggle against cancer. He was 41 
years old, and Is buried in the Pine Grove 
Cemetery, Rocky Mountain House, Alberta. 











WULFF, JOHN AND VIOLET 

Violet Elizabeth Von Hollen, daughter of 
Henry and Emilie Von Hollen’ of Alhambra 
married John Gustav Wulff of Swalwell, Alberta 
on November 24, 1932. Following their marriage 
they farmed there until 1942, and during this 
lime thelr three sons and three daughters were 
born to them 

In 1942, they sold their farm and purchased 
“Von Hollen’s Store” in Alhambra, situated on 
Block M 9-38-5-W5, which then became known as 
Wultf's General Store. This store burned in 1947, 
but thanks to a very supportive and cooperative 
community, it was rebuilt in a matter of six 
months, While in Alhambra the family took an 
active interest in community affairs, particular 
ly in sports. John kept the rink ready for skaters 
and the hall ready for parties, and helped 
organize sports and look after the sports 








‘The Warehouse, 1990, efor thie picture was taken it was Sam 
Dickson’ store, Later it was Henry von Hollen’s sor. 





‘The John and Violet Wulff family. Back row: Stanley, Hazel, 
Tileen sad Jey. Front row: Vola, John, Volt and Roy. 


grounds, Violet and her daughters played on the 
ladies’ soft ball team, while the boys played 
hockey and ball. 

In 1963, John and Vi sold the store and moved 
to Red Deer, where they lived for seven years. Vi 
was never happy there, however, and In 1970, she 
persuaded John to move back to Alhambra and 
buy back the store, which now became “John 
and Vis General Store.”” 

‘On January 9, 1973, John died of a heart at 
tack and is buried in Horseguard cemetery 
Violet continues to operate the store, now 
renamed “‘Vi's General Store.” 

Ken Martin at one time gave Vi a barn cat, 
which was her constant companion for several 
years, Although the cat would not enter the store, 
it would sit by the door and “greet’ the 
customers. It finally became ill and had to be put 
to sleep. 

The close-knit family keeps in 








uch with, 





their mother, and helps her out whenever the 
need arises. Eileen married Tommy Thompson 




















Four generations: Grandma (Amelia) von Hollen, Eileen (Wulff) 
‘Thompson holding Connie, Violet Wall 





from Entwhistle in 1953. They have three 
children and now live in Elnora. Connie (Mrs. 
Steve Schiftner) of Stettler has one son. Betty 
(Mrs. Dave Boulton) of Lousana also has a son, 
Pat. Hazel (Mrs. Bill McDonell) of Eckville has 
four children. Stan married Betty Lowe of 
Blackfalds in March, 1955 and they live in Red 
Deer. Betty conducts the business, Fabricana, 
and Stan works in real estate. Their family con: 
sists of Vivien, Rodney, Gina and Barry. Jerry 
married Phyllis Scott of Ridgewood. They first 


The old bridge north of Eckvile collapsed with an overload 
Summer of 198 





lived in Red Deer and had two sons, Kevin and 
Curtis. Later they divorced and Jerry married 
Madelaine Gardner. They now make their home 
in Grande Prairie. Viola (Mrs. Jerry Fidler) 
lives in Red Deer. They have four sons and two 
daughters: Bruce, Darrell, Blake, Bradley, Deb- 
bie, and Cheryl. Roy married Carol Hollenbeck 
of Ridgewood and they had two children, Kelly 
and Clinton. Later they divorced and Roy 
married Sharon Dorchester of Lone Ridge, near 
Wetaskiwin, where they now reside. 














orsequar river ood, 1943, when Bill MacDonald lost his ie. 
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ANDREW SCHOOL (District No. 2652) — by 
Mrytle (Linder) Gale 

‘On January 13, 1912, seven people interested 
in building a school in the Gilby district met at the 
home of Tom Sven. Under the chairmanship of 
Frank Lee it was a unanimous decision that a 
school district be formed. The following persons 
were nominated as trustees; Tom Sveen, Wm. 
Andrew and Karl Linder. Wm. H. Lee was ap: 
pointed secretary. 

In March 1912 a meeting was called for the 
purpose of borrowing $800 to build the 24° by 30° 
Andrew School, to purchase two acres of land 
which was to be broken, seeded and fenced and 
to purchase school furniture. This loan was to be 
repaid in 10 annual installments with interest not 
to exceed 8%. 

The land was broken by John Liner, using 
three oxen, and took one week. The lumber was 
hauled from Jabez McPherson’s mill in Lockhart 
district, also by oxen driven by Mr. Frank Pike, 
Mr. and Mrs. Kemila built the school for $150. 
Charlie put in the windows while Mrs. Kemila 
shingled the roof. 

‘Many important decisions were made at the 
board meetings, not the least of which was that 
at the January 1915 meeting the rate of taxes was, 
set at 7¢ an acre. Tenders were called annually 














Andrew School 1916. Gist standing: Alice Norem, Ethel and 
Gladys “Andrew. Boys” standing: Melvin Sveen, Pryce. Andrew, 
‘August Sveen, Siting! unknown, Charlie and Frank Andrew. Harry 
Rabie 
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Andrew School about 1925. Back: Esther Kurzman, Louise 
‘Raab, Margaret Stee, Vivian Forsel, Elmer Linder, Rudy Wares, 
Boyd Thomas, Edwin Linder, Second row: Ruth Linder, Edythe 
Andrew, -Elzet Forsl, Mavice McTighe, Elmer Linder, Bly 
Wright. Front: Roy Andrew, Irving Linder, Rust Writ, Bil 
Thorp, len and Sam Sambrook, ? Wright, Elles McTighe, Julia 
Pederson, Peat Kurzman, 


for supplying 10 cords of wood and the cleaning 
of the schoolhouse. Frank Palm repaired the 
school fence with fence posts costing 7 cents 
each, 

‘Teachers were the heart of the school system 
then as they are today. Miss Lockhart (Mrs. 
Norem) was the first teacher hired. Mrs. S. 
(Ethel) Sambrook was the second teacher of the 
school, appointed February 1915, at the rate of $3, 
a day. She was followed by a succession of 
dedicated men and women who left their mark 
on the lives of the children and the community 
that they served so faithfully. It fell to the last 
teacher, Mrs. R. (Betty) Andrew, in 19: 
close the doors of the Andrew School, thereby 
closing an era. The following fall the district 
children were bussed into Eckville. 

‘0 recall some of the happy school memories 
itwas decided to hold an Andrew School reunion. 
Under the capable and enthusiastic chair- 
manship of Vivian (Forsell) Ogilvie and a co- 
operative steering committee, this proved a 
resounding success, when around 200 residents 
gathered at the Gilby Hall on July 9, 1972. Julien 
Sambrook and Edwin Linder sharing M.C. duties 
moved the interesting program along to its con- 
































clusion of animated conversation with old school 
pals and friendly teachers. The teachers present 
were; Mrs. Norem (Miss Lockhart), Mrs. 
Baldwin (Lisa Lundberg), Mrs. Crawford (Anna 
Liner), Mrs. Pound (Nellie Ashley) and George 
Boorman now Dr. Boorman of Rimbey 

‘All who were a part of the small school dis- 
tricts, such as the Andrew School, feel a tug of 
nostalgia at thelr demise; and’ one can be 
grateful to have been a part of that wonderful 
time in our history. 





ANDERSON, HERB 
Herb and Shirley Anderson, both from 
Bentley area, rented the Wayne Stopsen farm 
five miles northeast of Eckville for three years, 
before buying the SE 6-41-3-W5 in 1959 from J. 
Proudfoot. When they came to the Gilby district 
they had three children — Greg, Darcy and J 
guéline. Two boys, Wendell and Roland, were 
born later. They built thetr present home in 1967. 

Upon selling their property, Jim and Dora 
Proudfoot moved to Kelowna, B.C. She had fami: 
ly ties at Kelowna and had lived their previously. 
Jim was from Saskatchewan and has passed 
away. 

The Anderson family like to have a part in 
community activities. Herb 1s an enthusiastic 
hunter and Shirley has enjoyed playing on the 
Eckville Ladies’ Softball Team for the past 15 
years. 

Greg and Darcy live at home as they are 
employed at gas plants nearby. Jackie has 
worked at various jobs since completing Grade 
XII in June 1977. 




















ANDREW, WILLIAM AND ALICE 

‘William Andrew and Alice Lee were married 
in England on January 7, 1896. 

‘In 1905, they immigrated to Canada with four 
small children — Elizabeth (Ciss), Frank, 
Charlie and Pryce. With them on the same boat 
came Mrs. Andrew's parents — Mr. and Mrs. 
John Lee; her two brothers — Bill and Frank 
Lee; her sister Polly and husband, Ernest Brad- 
bury with their two sons — George and Fred; 
and her sister Edie with husband Harry 
Battersby. 

After 22 days on the boat, they landed in 
Halifax, then came by train to'Lacombe, which 
was the end of the railway at that time. Trains 
moved so slowly then, that often the men would 
jump off to gather firewood to burn in the 
settlers’ car stove for heating water, cooking and 
warmth, 

‘They all eventually took up homesteads in the 
Gilby district. 

The Andrews’ family spent the first year in 
Lacombe. Mr. Andrew took employment with 
Bill McDermid, who was then in the draying 
‘business. In 1906, the family moved to the George 
Garries’ farm south of Bentley, where they were 
employed. Their daughter Ethel was born in Ju- 
ly, 1906, their first child born in Canada. 





‘A year or two later the family moved to their 
homestead on the NW 4-41-3-W5 in the Gilby dis. 
trict. It is believed that the lumber for their first 
home was hauled by team from Cumming’s mill 
which was located near Gull Lake. Logs were 
used for the barn and other bulldings. 

When the first few acres had been cleared, 
with an axe and grub hoe, a team consisting of a 
horse and a white bull was used for breaking the 
land. Oats were seeded broadcast and froze 
before ripening and was cut by hand to provide 
winter feed for the few head of stock. Wild hay 
was also used for winter feeding. In those early 
years, the rabbits were so numerous that feed 
Stacks required fencing, as they would eat 
much of the precious hay. 

Prairie chickens and partridge, being very 
plentiful, provided many delicious meals when 
other meat was so scarce. Fishing — mostly at 
Wood Lake — was usually good and was a 
welcome change in diet. 

‘Three children born after moving to the 
homestead were Gladys, Edythe and Roy, 
delivered by Mrs. Tom (Mary) Sven, who was a 
very dependable midwife; willing to assist in any 
circumstance. They lived on the corner where 
‘Tom Thomas now resides. 

The need for a school was evident as the dis- 
trict became more settled and a meeting was 
held about 1911 to begin to organize and plan for 
building and location. The school grounds were 
first plowed and disced by John Liner using three 
head of oxen, The lumber for the school was 
hauled by oxen from Jabez McPherson's Mill 
which at that time was located in the Lockhart 
district. The school was first opened in 1912 and 
was named “Andrews School District” for the 
Andrew family, The first teachers, from out of 
the district, also boarded in their home, 

With no community center, socials and 
dances were held in homes, ones that could 
provide enough space. There were also picnics in 
the summer and skating parties on the rivers in 
the winter, 

‘The Andrew family were active in helping 
with the building of the Gilby Hall, contributing 
many hours of voluntary labor. The hall was first 

















Wiliam Andeew family about 1920. Back: Frank, Ethel, Pryce, 
‘Chari Font: Elzabeth, Willam, Roy, Alice, Edythe and Glas. 








opened in 1921. Their support continued 
throughout the years they lived in the area. 

‘Mr. Andrew was an enthusiastic gardener, 
bat not being familiar with our Alberta climate, 
had some disappointments in the first years. 
Winter and frost came so early one fall that a 
grub hoe was needed to dig the potatoes and a 
fire built to keep them from freezing until they 
could be brought inside. As years passed, and the 
boys took over the farm operations, he spent 
‘many hours with his garden and flowers — each 
year his well-kept yard was a blaze of color. 

‘Their first home was destroyed by fire in 1911, 
and replaced shortly after with lumber from 
‘Jabez McPherson's Mill, located in the Lockhart 
district. Shortly after they purchased SE 4.41.3 
W5 from brother-in-law, Ernest Bradbury, who 
with his family moved toa farm at Burbank near 
Blackfald: 

Field work was all done with horses now and 
as time went on as many as 16 head were used, 
with elght being used on the plow, four each on 
harrows and seed drill. A John Deere tractor was 
Purchased in the early 1930's, which retired 
many of the horses. They were still used for 
some field work, hauling feed, wood and hauling 
grain to the elevator. 

‘Mr. Andrew's real love was good horses and 
he kept a well-groomed team of grays for driv- 
ing. They gradually improved the cattle herd 
and raised good Shorthorn cattle, increasing the 
herd as time went on. 

About 1930, they purchased SW. 5-41-3.W5 











sh Wedding Anniversary, Mr. and Mis. Was Andrew 1946, 
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which was used for grazing land, until a tractor 
was purchased and part of the land was 
cultivated for grain, 

Mrs. Andrew was one of the first members of 
the Gilby Ladies’ Club and remained with the 
Club until their retirement to Rimbey. Being of a 
very kind and motherly nature, there was 
scarcely a time through the summer holidays 
that there wasn't a grandchild or two spending 
part of their time at the farm. In later years, she 
was affectionately called “Grandma Andrew 
by many friends as well as grandchildren, 

In 1942 an auction sale was held at the farm, 
after which they retired to Rimbey. Mr. Andrew 
continued with his gardening and had a very 
colorful yard through spring and summer. His 
well-arranged flower beds and vegetable garden 
Were set out with plants, which had been started 
in his own greenhouse. Mrs. Andrew loved com- 
pany and spent many afternoons visiting friends 
and patients in the hospital, often taking flowers 
from their own yard to add a cheery note. 

‘On January 7, 1946 Mr. and Mrs. Andrew 
celebrated their ‘golden wedding anniversary 
with a family dinner at the home of their 
daughter, Mrs. Lester (Gladys) Saunders, 
followed by an open house in thelr home. 

Mr, Andrew passed away in April, 1949 and 
Mrs. Andrew in Maren, 1964, 

Names of the family in order of age are: Mrs. 
Albert Elizabeth (Cis) Bradley, Frank, 
Charlie, Pryce, Mrs. Paul (Ethel) Garries, Mrs. 
Lester (Gladys) Saunders, Mrs. Leslie (Edythe) 
Unl and Roy. 








ANDREW, FRANK, FAMILY 

Frank ‘(Francis) William Andrew, son of 
William and Alice Andrew was born in Suffolk, 
England on September 9, 1898. He married Clara 
Olidia Botten on July 26, 1921. Clara was the 
daughter of Hulover and Gunhild Botten. Born in 
Brenton, Minnesota, U.S.A. on June 5, 1895, 
Clara was raised in the Bluebell District and 
before her marriage was one of the first 
telephone operators in Eckville working at the 
Mountain View Hotel, 

Frank served in the Canadian Engineers in 
the 1st World War. He served overseas for two 

Frank and Clara settled in the Gilby district; 
the farm now owned by Herb and Shirley Ander: 
son (SE 6-41-3-W5). There they had five children 
— Russell, Walter, Bernadien (born July 3, 1926 
deceased December 27, 1928) Ethel and Cecil. 

‘Along with farming, Frank had a breaking 
outfit with which he’ broke land for other 
farmers. While breaking he had a serious acci- 
dent in 1930, He was run over by the plow losing 
‘one kidney and his spleen. Donations of blood 
from brothers, Pryce and Charlie, helped save 
him. He also had a threshing outfit, threshing in 
Leedale and Gilby districts. 

In 1956, Frank and Clara sold their farm and 
retired to Red Deer. They celebrated their 50th 





























Frank and Clara Andrew, Russ, Ethel, Cel, Waker, 


wedding anniversary in 1971. Clara passed away 
on December 7, 1975 at the age of 80 years, Frank 
now resides at’ the Eckville Manor House. 

Russell, the eldest of Frank and Clara's fami 
ly, married the former Betty Boulton. Betty was 
the last teacher to teach at the Andrew School 
before centralizing in Eckville. Russ and Betty 
now reside on a farm at Olds where Russ farms 
and works in the feed mill. Betty teaches school. 
‘They have three children; Eric, Sheila, and 
Rhoda. 

In 1942, Walter bought the W1,28-40-3-W5 from 
Sid and Emily Jefferey and family — Clifford, 
John, Joyce, Sidney, Fred and Barbara who 
moved to a farm west of Edmonton. Walter 
married the former Evelyn Haarstad of Bentley, 
‘They have four children — Lorrie married Niel 
Judson and they have two sons, Kory and Shawn, 
Ron married Karen Brownlee and they have a 
daughter, Gina Dawn. Janice and Debra are 
both presently employed in banks. The children 
have always been active in sports and 4-H. 
Walter led the Gilby 4-H Club for six years, We 
all always enjoyed the pony practices held at the 
farm, Walter and Ron farm together In the Gilby 
district. Walter and Evelyn reside on land 
homesteaded by Adam Mathews, Selling this 
land in the early days Mr. Mathews then moved 
to the farm where Ron and Karen now live. This 
land was sold by Arnold and Ily Mathews to Ron 
and Karen in 1974. 

Bernadien, their third child, passed away at a 
very young age (two and a half) in the Bentley 
Hospital two days before Ethel was born. 

Ethel married Laurence Osberg of the 
Medicine Valley district. They live at Okotoks, 
Alberta where Laurence has his own roofing 
company. They have four sons; Dennis, Grant, 
Greg and Donnie. 

Cecil married Helen Stollings of the Alham- 
bra district. They live in Blackfalds where Cecil 
runs a sand and gravel trucking firm. They have 
three children; Diane, Darryl and Shelly. 


ANDREW, CHARLES HENRY — by Hazel An- 
drew 
Charles Henry Andrew was born June 6, 1900 

















in Shrewsbury, England and came to Canada 
with his parents, William and Alice Andrew, in 
1905. 

What little schooling Charlie had was ac- 
quired by attending the Benjamin, Stephenson 
and Andrew Schools. In the early years school 
was held in the summer months. When Charlie 
attended the Benjamin School he was lucky if he 
arrived by noon, as there were no roads — only 
trails through the bush and around the slough 
holes. He worked for a farmer In the Bentley 
area for his room and board while attending the 
‘Stephenson School. Many school days were mis. 
sed, as there was always work to be done on the 
farm. 

Leaving school at an early age, Charlie 
worked in a lumber camp for Jabez McPherson 
in the Carlos area as a carriage rider in the saw. 
mill. He also worked on a farm at Gleichen, 
While here, he drove five horses on a fresno, 
digging ditches for irrigation. He later came 
home and worked for his uncle, William Lee, in 
the store at Leedale, 

In 1920 Charlie bought his first quarter see. 
tion, NE 9-41-3.W5, from the C.P.R. This was a 
bush quarter, so he spent many long working 
hours grubbing trees, brushing, burning, and 
breaking the land, with many additional hours 
picking roots and rocks. Breaking was done with 
horses and a breaking plow. Fencing was done 
by digging the post holes by hand with a post-hole 
digger. In 1921 he helped build the Gilby Hall and 
joined the Alberta Wheat Pool in Eckville in 1922, 

After his marriage to Ola Meredith of Bentley 
in 1924 Charlie rented the NE 4-41.3-W5 from his 
sister Elizabeth (Ciss) Bradley of Calgary. Ola 
passed away In 1930 after a lengthy Illness and is 
buried in the Bentley Cemetery, 

In 1932 Charlie and I (Evelyn Hazel Malcolm) 
were married. Iwas born and raised on a farm in 
the Lockhart district south of Rimbey, taking my 
schooling first at the Calkins Valley School and 
in 1930 and 1931 I attended the Olds School of 
Agriculture. I then returned home and helped 
my dad and mom (William and Katherine 
Malcolm) until my marriage. Charlie and I con- 
tinued mixed farming, raising horses, cattle, 
hogs and milking cows. Many a mile Charlie 
walked, driving the horses to and from work on 
the hill. We were never without a good saddle 
pony and a good dog. 

In 1938 we bought the NW 10-41.3-W5 from his, 
uncle, William Lee, and in 1945 we bought the N} 
4-41-3-W5, which we had been renting from his 
sister, Ciss Bradley. This meant more work, 
breaking the land, with the help of our children, 
Bill, Albert, Evelyn and Irene. We would go out 
and pick roots and rocks; with us all working at 
it the job seemed easier. The smaller trees were 
hauled home to be sawed into blocks for firewood 
to be used in the cookstove and heater, Every 
farmer had a large wood pile for winter use, We 
used coal oil lamps in the house for lights and 
lanterns for outside use, They had to be filled 





























































‘with coal ofl and the globes cleaned every night, 
Clothes were washed on a wash board until later 
when we got a hand washing machine. The water 
was brought in in pails from a hand pump outside 
for use in the house. Ironing was done with sad 
Irons heated on the stove. We baked our own 
bread and made our own soap for washing. The 

ost tedious job seemed to be churning the 
cream into butter. Having a bath on a Saturday 
night, in front of the stove to keep warm, and us 
ing a small tub, or wash tub, was something else! 
Later we put in the Calgary Power, which was a 
great help in many ways. 

Charlie took great pride in caring for his 
horses and the harness. He loved to drive the 
team, especially in the winter months, using the 
sleigh. He would put the scotch tops, spread 
rings and hip bells on the harness. The bells 
made such a wonderful sound as the team would 
trot down the road — it was truly a “musical 
ride". Every March for many years Charlie 
would take horses to be sold at the Lacombe 
Horse Sale. It took four to five months of feeding 
and grooming to get a horse in shape for the sale. 
Charlie also liked to break horses to drive as well 
as ride. 

Life wasn’t all hard work, as we would take 
our family to f mnies, shows and dances. 
We went to many dances, as Charlie enjoyed 
dancing very much. He would be asked to call 
the square dances, which he enjoyed doing. The 
Christmas concerts put on by the teacher and her 
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pupils were very much enjoyed by everyone. 
Quite often Charile was asked to play the part of 
Santa Claus, giving the children their gifts and 
treats from a well decorated tree. The pienics at 
the end of the school term were enjoyed, too, as 
that was the day for races and ball games for the 
children and visiting for the parents, much 
lunch, coffee and homemade ice cream. We miss 
this today! 

Alfred Molander purchased a 1928 Ford truck 
from Charlie, and his brother Fred had driven it 
home and had been working on it. There had 
been a complete motor job, welding and 
hammering for a few days. One evening there 
was quite a commotion in the cab of the truck. 
Investigation disclosed a bantam hen, and 
behind the seat a nest of eggs. The hen had ap- 
parently been there all the time. Fred says he 
hates to think of what may have happened if the 
bantam had popped out, squawking, when he 
was driving home! The children were happy that 
no harm had come to their bantam hen. 

Charlie would often sit down in an evening 
and play the mouth organ or jews harp. 
Whenever we went camping in later years he 
always had his mouth organ with him. We both 
enjoyed picking berries, especially blueberries 
and low-bush cranberries, 

In 1935 we hired a girl to work for us for two 
months. The top wages then was $8 a month. We 
built our new home in 1949, and planted many 
trees around the yard, including spruce, pine, 
birch and apple trees. We made a fence in front, 
using lanterns that we had bought at sales and 
had later painted. The old two-room house was 
moved away and used for a granary for many 
years. It is now demolished. 

Tn January, 1953, Charlie, Bill and Albert 
picked roots on a piece of breaking on the hill, as 
the month was very mild and there was little 
snow. July of that year brought great excitement 
to the valley, when the first oil well was drilled 
on our place, NE 4-41-3-.W5, This well is still 
producing today. Many a cup of coffee we served 
whenever the men working on the well came to 
use the telephone. 

From May until October in 1958 Charlie lost 
his voice — he couldn't speak a word! That 
summer our good neighbors, George and Isabel 
Guest and family, Irvin and Clydie Both, Albert 
Guest and Ellen Guest invited us to go on a trip to 
Kamloops, B.C. with them. This proved to be a 
very enjoyable trip, even though Charlie couldn't 
speak a word. 

In 196] and 1963 we sold the half section on the 
hill to Shirley Edwards and Irvin Both. They 
later sold, and the new owners of both quarters, 
NE 9-41-3:W5 and NW 10-41-35, are Wallace 
and Carol Krell. 

In 1967 we retired from farming, selling our 
cattle and renting the farm for pasture. Then we 
were free to travel, go fishing or just take care of 
our yard, which we both enjoyed doing. We 
bought a new truck and camper and did a lot of 


























travelling and fishing. Our first trip was to 
Alaska, which proved very Interesting and en- 
joyable. Every year, at the first part of August, 
we would travel with the Cavalcade to the 
Kootenay Plains for three days of entertainment, 
hikes or visiting over a camp fire in the evenings. 
We never missed going to auction sales, as we 
liked to visit, or buy some smail item or a box of 
“junk” to rummage through when we got home, 
Surprising what you can find in one of these box: 
e: 


In 1970 we had a sale and sold our machinery 
and the antiques we had on display in our home 
for anyone to see. The school teachers would 
bring their pupils to see and enjoy the antique 
items, and Charlie was always very happy to ex- 
plain each piece of them. 

We sold the farm to our son Bill in 1971, then 
bought a home in Eekville. Both families moved 
in May of 1972. 

In June 1972 our children and the community 
put on a 40th wedding anniversary party for us in 
the Gilby Hall. This was a day to remember! In 
that year our eight grandchildren’s ages added 
up to 40 years, the same number of years we had 
been married 

Charlie hadn't been feeling too well since 1971 
and passed away December 18, 1973. He is buried 
in the Bentley Cemetery. I continue living in 
Eckville, where I keep busy with my many hob- 
bies, enjoy travelling, fishing, and taking care of 
the yard, 

Our children had taken their schooling at the 
Andrew and Eckville Schools. An account of 
each of them follows. 

William Charles Andrew was born March 12, 
1933, He attended a two-year course at the Olds 
College of Agriculture in 1950 and 1951, returning 
home to help his dad with the farming until 1954. 
He then started to work for Texaco Exploration 
Canada Limited as a battery operator. He is now 
the plant foreman. He married June Gerber of 
Eckville on June 15, 1963. June had attended 
Gaetz, Condor and David Thompson Schools. 
After leaving school she worked for the Eckville 
Co-op as assistant bookkeeper. Bill and June 
have three children, one daughter, Colleen; two 
sons, Collin and Curtis. They live on the farm and 
raise a few Hereford cattle. 

Albert Arthur Andrew was born April 22, 1934 
and worked on the Lacombe Experimental Farm 
when he left school. Following this he worked in 
Uranium City in northwestern Saskatchewan. 
He married Marlene McLachlan June 27, 1974, of 
Swift Current, Saskatchewan, where ‘he had 
worked for several years in the oll fields before 
moving to Wainwright Alberta. Here he has 
worked for Husky Oil Company as a battery 
operator since November 1956. They have two 

ons, David and Douglas, and live on the farm 
vhich they purchased when moving to Alberta, 
‘They raise a few cattle and raise and break the 
chuck-wagon ponies which Albert drives in the 
summer months. They also enjoy saddle ponies. 











Evelyn Mae, born April 12, 1935, worked for 
the Eckville Co-op Hardware when she left 
school, then worked for the Alpha Dairy Pool, 
Red Deer. She married Franklin Brown on 
September 4, 1965, of Ste. Rose Du Lac, 
Manitoba. They have one daughter, Audra. 
Frank has worked for Alberta Government 
Telephones since 1956 and is now the construc. 
tion foreman, They live on an acreage south of 
Red Deer. 

Irene Loretta, born January 13, 1938, 
graduated from school, taking a certified nur. 
sing aide course in Calgary. She graduated in 
1959, then worked in Calgary, Drumheller, Red 
Deer and Eckville. On March 30, 1961 Irene 
married Harold Leach of Swanson, 
Saskatchewan. They have two children, a 
daughter, Ledena, and a son, Myles. In 1963 
Harold worked for the Eckville Co-op Hardware 
until 1967, when he moved to Kindersley 
Saskatchewan to work for the Co-op Hardware 
until the Co-op Service Center was opened in 
1968, where he worked for another year. He 
moved back to Eckville and worked for the 
Eckville Co-op Hardware for three years. In 1973 
Harold started work for Sunoco Oil Company as 
a battery operator and lives In their new home 
which they built in Eckville, Harold teaches 
guitar once a week during the winter months 
from the basement of his home. He plays the 
steel guitar himself in an orchestra. In 
November 1917 Harold was elected Mayor of 
Eckville for three years. He had been a member 
of ‘the town council for two years previous to 
becoming Mayor. For two years he was on the 
Lacombe District Regional Recreation Board. 


ANDREW, PRYCE AND JESSIE 

Pryce Andrew, born in England, July 4, 1903, 
came with his parents, two brothers and a sister 
to Canada in 1905. Their first year was spent in 

‘combe, later moving to south of Bentley to the 
George Garries farm, where his father was 
employed. A year or two later the family moved 
to thelr homestead on NW 441-3:W5 in the Gilby 
district, 

With no school in the district, Pryce and his 
brother Frank walked several miles to attend 
Benjamin School about 1910-1911. The walk was 
shortened in 1912 when the Andrews’ School had 
been built and was opened. As there were no 
roads, they would cut across the pasture and 
creek’ on the shortest route. In the spring, after 
the morning milking and other chores’ were 
finished, would run all the way to school to play 
ball for a few minutes before the bell rang. For 
two years, Pryce also worked for his aunt and 
uncle — Ernest and Polly Bradbury of Burbank 
and attended school at Blackfalds. His uncle 
operated the electric lighting power plant, 
situated on the banks of the Red Deer River, 
supplying Lacombe with electric power, Later, 
he helped his uncle, Bill Lee, who owned and 

















operated the Leedale store, returning home 
when the school term started. 

At an early age he was helping with the farm 
work at home; milking cows, helping to clear 
land and working with horses in the fields. After 
leaving school, he continued working on the farm 
as the acres under cultivation increased and in- 
creasing numbers of cattle, horses and pigs 
needed attention. 

Entertainment was home-made with many 
house parties, plenics and dances which were 
often held at the place with the largest space — 
sometimes the upstairs was used, Horseback 
was the popular method of transportation — es. 
pecially with the younger crowd. Many an after- 
rnoon was spent horse-trading, with everyone go: 
ing home thinking he had made a real deal. In 
1996, the family bought their first car. Tt was a 
Ford Touring car and as Pryce recalls, cost $600 
new. He was the only driver at the time as his 
father preferred his driving team. 

In the summer of 1935, Pryce moved to his 
own farm on NE 8-41:3.W5 and later the same 
year on November 21, was married to Jessie 
Malcolm of the Lockhart district. 

Although tractors were now becoming pop- 
ular, he farmed with horses until 1940, when the 
first tractor was bought. In 1945 he purchased 
another quarter SE 8-41-3-W5 from his brother- 
inlaw, Albert Bradley, after having rented for 
several years. Harvesting was still done by cut- 
ting grain with a binder, stooking the bundles 
and threshing separator, with a tractor used for 
power. Wood was the main source of fuel used for 
heating and cooking, with some coal used during 
the winter. Hauling loads and loads of firewood 
was done in the wintertime — after the pressure 
of harvesting and field work was over. In spring, 
neighbors exchanged work in sawing the piles of 
wood into stove lengths. When Calgary Power 


Pryce and Jessie Andrew, Faye, Allan, Shirley, Janet, 1958, 


was brought in, in 1951, this chore was practical- 
ly eliminated. 

Pryce served as a Board Member of Calgary 
Power when it was organized. He was also on the 
Gilby Hall Board for many years and on the An- 
drews’ School Board prior to the school closing. 
about 1952, when the children were bused into 
Eckville, Before A.G.T. installed phones in 
1967, he was a board member of the Eckville 
‘Mutual Telephone Assocation for nine years and 
worked as line trouble man for this area, From 
the time he started farming was a member of the 
Alberta Wheat Pool and Central Alberta Dairy 
Pool, 

‘They have four children — Faye, Janet, Allan 
and Shirley. Faye has three children — Karin, 
Brian and Drew and lives in Red Deer. Janet 
married Glyn Pugh and has two children — 
‘Terry and Elaine and they farm east of Ponoka. 
Allan is married to Darlene McLaren from 
Calgary. They have one daughter, Stacy and live 
on the home farm. He Is presently employed as 
an electrician and Is gradually taking over the 
farm. Shirley has lived in Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
since November, 1976 where she was empioyed 
by the Imperial Bank of Commerce. Since July, 
197T she has been employed by the R.C.M.P. 
Detachment in Yellowknife. 

‘They are still iving on the farm and are semi 
retired. Pryce, in the last few years, has spent 
many hours at his hobby of repairing old 
machinery, harness, and wagons as the farming 
load gradually decreases. 


ANDREW, ROY 

Roy's parents sold him the W}4 4 and the NE 
5-41-3-W5, upon thelr retirement. He was a 
bachelor-farmer until March 1948 when he 
married Phyllis McDonald of Eckville. They 
lived on the homestead for 10 years and it was 
during those years that four of thelr six children 
were born. ‘Their oldest, Donald Roy, was 
deceased in October, 1950. 

In April, 1958, Roy bought the W¥4 and the SE 
34-40-3-W5 from Edward Moro and sold the W344 
to Shirley Edwards. Being the home place was 
one-half mile off the road there were many gates 
to open and close (before the time of the "Texas" 
gate) so the move meant progress. When the 
Moro property was purchased, with its complete 
set of fine buildings, the deal was considered a 
large venture but is small according to today’s 
holdings. 

Roy attended the Andrew School and for a 
time was the janitor, earning the princely sum of 
10 cents a day. Phyllis took her schooling at 
Eckville, attended Edmonton Normal School 
and taught for six years previous to their 
marriage. She recalls that boys and girls grow- 
ing up in Eckville at that time had the chance to 
participate in many extra activities. There were 
school fairs, calf clubs, C.G.LT. and Sunday 
School. Some of the various sports were: 
skating, skiing, playing ball, biking, hiking and 































































swimming — there were ‘holes’ in both the 
Medicine and Horseguard Rivers. If taking part 
in the commendable activities were too dull they 
sometimes went astray and would walk to the 
trestle where they dared one another to climb the 
structure, What a treacherous pastime! 

Roy and Phyllis have five daughters. Sylvia, 
the oldest has her R.N. degree and is married to 
Daliph Ganga. They live in Edmonton, Bonnie 
took a Commercial Cooking course and is 
employed in Red Deer. Lorene has her Distine. 
tion Award in aquatics, has been employed at 
swimming pools for the past four summers and 
is teaching school in Rocky Mountain House. 
Joan is employed as laboratory and X-ray 
technician at Edson Hospital. Mavis attends 
Eckville High School and is in Grade 12. The girls 
enjoyed participating in many sports, were in 
4-H clothing clubs and took music lessons from a 
very dedicated teacher, Mrs. (Westergard) 
Whidden, who prepared them for Toronto 
Conservatory Piano Exams in both theory and 
practical. 

‘Looking back over the past 30 years there is 
no doubt that the advent of Calgary Power 
brought the most notable changes in thelr way of 
living. When they first got the power, in the fall 
of 1951, thelr workload was considerably 
lessened — no separator to turn, cream to put 
down the well, or gas irons to fume away, only to 
mention a few of the improvements that were of 
thelr benefit. 

Roy and Phyllis consider themselves very 
fortunate that thefr pioneering parents came and 
tolled on homesteads so that they might have the 
satisfaction of mixed farming in this area, 





BAKER, CHRIS 

Christopher and Nellie Baker came to the An- 
drew Schoo! District from Coronation, Alberta in 
‘1922, with their oldest son, Ralph, who was then 
one year old. They purchased the SW 10-40-3.W5 
or better known as the Canyon Place. 

At that time, thefr oldest daughter, May, was 
ving with her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Williams, who lived nearby. 

‘Their second son, Frank, was born in 1925 and 
daughter, Olive, was born in Eckville in 1927. 

In about 1998 Chris moved his family to 
Eckville where he managed the local butcher 
shop for awhile. 

From Eckville they moved onto an acreage 
south of Leslieville in 1929, while there, Chris 
managed the butcher shop in Leslieville, for 
sometime. 

‘Their son, George, was born at Leslieville in 
1930 and their daughter, Helen, in 1935, 

Later on they purchased a farm northwest of 
Leslieville, now known as the Paul Jones farm. 

In 1942’ their oldest son, Ralph, joined the 
armed forces and spent the better part of four 
years overseas. He returned home to look after 
his father's farm in 1946. The farm was sold two 
years later. 








Chris and Nellie returned to Leslieville to 
retire. Chris passed away in 1950, and Nellie 
lived with her son, George, for a few years in 
Calgary, before moving into a Calgary Senior 
Citizens’ home. 

Ralph married Irene Heikkinen, they have six 
children, and are presently living at Winlleld, 
Alberta. 

Frank is married, has two children and is liv 
ing In Airdrie. 

‘May and husband have three children and are 
now living in Prince George, B.C. 

Olive married Veno Cech, and they had two 
children. She passed away in 1952, 

George is married and has one child. They 
are living in Calgary. 

Helen married Pete St. Pierre, they have 
three children and are living in Edmonton, 











BOSOMWORTH, JACK AND RUTH (LINDER) 
— by Ruth Bosomworth 

[first opened my eyes in a logging camp not 
far from Warren, Oregon, U.S.A. Twas reported 
to have been born in a tent, and I guess that ac- 
counts for my love of fresh air. Before I reached 
the age of two years my parents were looking for 
pastures new, and had heard glowing accounts of 
receiving free land in the form of homesteads in 
Alberta, Both being young, strong and am. 
bitious, it appealed to them. They left Oregon for 
Alberta to try their luck in’ farming on a 
homestead in the Gilby district, 

In time they acquired two more quarters of 
land, and this was to be their home until they 
retired. I learned my three R’s in the Andrew 
school, which was situated a mile from home, on 
one of the folks" quarters. I then took a domestic 
science course for the fall and winter months. 
When T returned I spent the next winter at Wolfe 
Creek, giving school lessons to three children, as 
there was no school there. The necessary school 
materials were being supplied through the 
government. 

In the spring, upon my return to the farm, I 
was offered a job as a telephone operator at 
Bentley, which T gladly accepted and enjoyed 
immensely. I was 19 years old at this time. Un 
fortunately, after working there for ap- 
proximately’ one year, I fell a victim of T.B, 
which started as a result of a bad cold and an at. 
tack of pleurisy. When, after six months of 
waiting for a bed at'the Central Alberta 
Sanatorium at the Keith, as it was often referred 
to, about nine miles out of Calgary, I was finally 
admitted as a patient. I spent one year and 22 
days, to be exact, there. When the folks asked if | 
could come home I was allowed to be released if | 
would promise to take my rest hours and con- 
tinue the cure as I had been doing. I spent 
several years convalescing at home, 

In 1936 my brother Edwin, who was then 
working in Courtenay, B.C. wrote to me and en- 
couraged me to come out there for a short holl 
day. Thinking the change might be beneficial, I 




















needed nobody to twist my arm, and in a very 
short time I was heading for British Columbia. 

When Jack Bosomworth, my boy friend, 
heard of my plans he asked to accompany me, 
which he did. Owing to my present state of 
health, my parents begged me not to enter the 
sea of matrimony for at least a year. After 
visiting with friends for a month or so, Edwin 
told me that a couple of his buddies, who worked 
for the Comox Logging Company where Edwin 
was also employed, wondered if I felt strong 
enough to take a job cooking for them and 
Edwin. Feeling that I must do something if l was 
tostay on in B.C., I said I'd try it, and this is what 
Idid. We got a place at Merville, B.C., and Iwas 
there for about a year, cooking for my brother 
and his friends. 

‘The following year Jack and I were married 
at Courtenay, B.C. in 1937. After our marriage 
the boys I had been cooking for wanted to board 
with us, which they did for a time. On February 
21, 1938 our first child, a boy, was born, We 
named him Innis John Karl. Shortly after this we 
moved to Comox, B.C., where our first daughter, 
Beverley Kathleen, was born on October 28, 1940, 
When she was only three or four weeks old we 
purchased fourteen acres of land not far from 
where we were living. 

Work at this time was scarce in the line of 
work Jack was doing, which was carpentering, 
so we moved to Vancouver where Jack got a job 
in the shipyards, as it was war time. We were 
there for approximately two years when we 
again moved back to our place at Comox, as we 
had heard of a new airport being built only about 
five or six miles from our home. Jack applied for 
and got a job on this project. 

In 1945 Sharon, our youngest daughter, was 
born in the Comox hospital, on May 6. «All of our 
children were born in the Comox hospital. 

In 1960 our son Innis was married to Diane 
Ellis, of Courtenay, and a day later we moved to 
Alberta, where work seemed to be more plen- 
tiful, and Innis and Diane moved to our place. We 
were hoping to be gone for only a year or so, but 
ended up being away for nine years. In 1969 we 
moved back to Comox and bulit a new home for 
our retirement, 

Innis’ first marriage ended in divorce, so he 
married Connie Sharpe, originally from Stettler, 
on September 16, 1967. A son, Darrell Allan, was 
born to them on October 12, 197! 

Beverley married Elmer Loyck and has three 
children, two girls and a boy. Lori was born on 
January'24, 1965, Joneel was born on October 4, 
1968, and Dwayne on July 31, 1968. Beverley and 
Elmer lived around Rimbey for several years, 
where Elmer owned and operated a garage for 
some time, later selling it to Marvin Sargeant, 
He then bought several quarters of land south of 
Benalto and went farming on a large scale. Bev 
taught school in Rimbey and Stettler before her 
marriage. 

Sharon Marie Ruth married Earl Hadley, of 
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Red Deer, and they now live at RR. 2, Ar- 
drossan. Earl is employed with Schlumberger 
il Company, and works in and out of Edmonton. 

Innis, our’ son, lives on our place where we 
gave him half an acre. He drives a big oll truck 
for Gulf Oil. 

My husband, Jack, was well known both in the 
Lochart and Gilby districts, having worked for 
such old-timers as Mr. Bill Andrew, Mr. 
McTighe and Hilmer Thorp in the Gilby district 
and also for several men in the Lockhart district, 
such as Carl Thomas. He left Edinburgh, 
Scotland when he was 18 years old, to be with his 
brother Stewart, known as “Scottie” to his 
friends, in Carstairs. Later he came with 
‘Twineys, who settled in the Lockhart district. His 
first job was for Christ Baker, who then resided 
in what was known as “the Canyon”. 


BRADLEY, ELIZABETH 

Elizabeth (Ciss) Bradley, eldest daughter of 
William and Alice Andrew came with her 
parents and other members of the family from 
England to Canada in 1905. She spent the first 
year in Lacombe with the family and when her 
Parents moved near Bentley, she remained in 
Lacombe to attend school. After leaving school 
she worked as a telephone operator. 

She is married to Albert J. Bradley and they 
live in Calgary. They have two children — 
Doreen, married to Tom Hall who lives in 
Calgary and have two married sons. Roland and 
his wife Hazel live with their sons at the West 
Coast 


CHILDHOOD MEMORIES — by Edna Carroll 
‘The 1930's I recall 

Were very happy time: 

For I was just a little girl 

With my head full of rhymes, 

Dusty summer country roads, 

Made soft putts where ponies’ stepped 
Carrying us off to school 

And past the friends we met. 

‘Trotting clip-clop by the farms, 

And all along the river 

And if a thunderstorm came up 

We sat, all wet, and shivered 

Nine o'clock found us in school, 

Doing Rapid Calculation. 

In afternoons the History Class 

Taught us all about our nation. 

At recess time there were ball games, 
‘And playing Farmer-in-the-Dell. 

Oh, now we loved hop-scotch, 

And picking wild bluebells. 

Out beside the wood:-pile, 

Where we ate our springtime lunch, 
While gophers played and hornets buzzed, 
Perched on sun-warmed wood, we munched. 
Salt pork with lots of mustard, 

On homemade bread and butter 


























































‘Tasted just delicious — 
While we watched a robin flutter. 
Built-in Nature Study 

Was all around us, throbbing. 
Frogs croaked along the roadside 
And ducklings went a-bobbing. 

As afternoons turned cooler, 

We started out for home, 

‘To milk the cows, and separate, 
And be a little while alone. 
‘Mother waited by the stove 

‘To lay our supper out 

Life on a farm was beautiful, 

Of that T have no doubt, 


THE HEBRE FERGUSON FAMILY — by 
Eileen Matthews 

Hebre K. Ferguson, with his wife, Abbey, and 
young son, Clarence, arrived in Edmonton from 
‘Truro, Nova Scotia in 1908. Hebre worked there 
as a carpenter for a number of years. Abbey 
passed away in 1911, leaving Hebre with a young 
son to raise. 

In 1920 Hebre and Clarence moved to a farm 
in the Gilby area. Clarence did farm work in the 
district until the time he was able to purchase his 
own land. 

Clarence married Kathleen Lawton and they 
farmed in the Gilby district. The land had to be 
cleared of the timber and brush and broke with 
horses and a walking plow. The grain from the 
farm was hauled with a team of horses and 
wagon 12 miles to Eckville, 





‘Garence and Kathleen Ferguson, Wedding Picture 1926 


‘There were cows milked and the cream was 
sold to the Eckville creamery. These cream 
cheques helped to buy groceries for the family, 

Clarence and Kathy have six children: 
Eileen, Ralph, Laurence, Leslie, Faye and Alec 


(Tiny). The older children attended Andrew 
school, which was two and a half miles down the 
road. Clarence served on the school board for a 
number of years and was active in other com- 
munity organizations as well. Throughout the 
summer months there were baseball games 
amongst the different communities and Clarence 
would be the umpire. All the families would at- 
tend, and there would be a picnic lunch, com- 
plete with home-made ice cream after the game. 

In 1938 the Gilby Calf Club was formed and 
the four older children belonged to this organiza 
ton, 

Tn 1942 the farm was rented out and the family 
moved to the town of Eckville, where Clarence 
managed Larry Knudson’s garage for one year. 

In 1942 Clarence took over the John Deere and 
Imperial Oil Agencies from the late Phil 
Laybourne. He belonged to the Eckville Curling 
Club, Board of Trade, and also assisted the 
hockey club and other sports activities. 

‘The farm was sold to Fred Johnson in 1948. 
Hebre, having lived on the farm with his son, 
moved into Eckville at this time. He passed 
away In 1953. 

Clarence passed away in 1948. The oldest son, 
Ralph, and his mother managed the business un: 
til it was sold to the late Tom Klamski in 1953, 

is same property was sold to Revelstoke 
Lumber Company in 1958. At this time Kathy 
purchased her present home on 53 Avenue In 
Eckville from the late John Saari. 

Kathy was night operator at the local 
telephone office from 1956 until 1967, at which 
time Alberta Government Telephones installed 
the present system. 

Before retirement in 1969 Kathy worked in the 
Eckville Hotel Cafe, and also at the co-op coffee 
shop. 

Ralph married Chris Caldwell and lived in the 
eastern United States for a number of years 
before moving to Edmonton, where they present- 
ly reside. 

Laurence married Margaret McDonald in 
1951, and they are presently living in Red Deer. 
Laurence manages the A & W drive-in 
restaurants in Red Deer and Wetaskiwin. They 
have a family of four — two boys and two girls. 
Eldest son, Sheldon, has a degree in business ad- 
ministration from Northeastern University, 
Boston. He is married to Dorie and currently 
coaches the Red Deer Rustler Hockey Club. Ron: 
nie has his bachelor of arts degree from Wilcox, 
Saskatchewan. He is now a research assistant 
for Attorney General Jim Foster. Margaret Ann 
has completed her third year of pharmacy at the 
University of Alberta, Edmonton. Cindy took 2 
teacher-aide course at Red Deer College. 

‘Les married Pat Crawford in July, 1951 and 
worked for Alberta Wheat Pool for 16 years. He 
later moved to Red Deer. They have five 
children: Gwen, Donald, Grant, Dwayne, and 
Barbara. 

Faye married Melvin (Bud) Osborne on May 














1, 1953. They have three children, Dale, Rodney 
and Karen. ‘The family Is presently living in Ed- 
monton. 


FORSELL, GUNNAR AND ADELINA — as re- 
called by Vivian Forsell Ogilvie 

Adelina Erickson emigrated to Seattle, Wash- 
ington from Uddevalla, Sweden in 1903, She 
had several cousins aiready in Seattle with 
whom she first made her home. She worked as a 
housekeeper for different families until her 
marriage. Adelina was born in Alvick, Sweden 
on July 19, 1883. 

Gunnar Forsell, at 17 years of age, emigrated 
to Tacoma, Washington to be with his uncle, Carl 
G. Forsell, in 1904. Gunnar was born in 
Vadevalla, Sweden, on April 3, 1885. While at- 
tending a dance at the Swedish Club in Seattle, 
Adelina met Gunnar. On August 3, 1907 they were 
married and set up a boarding house in Seattle. 
One of their first patrons was a couple from 
Alberta, on their honeymoon, namely, Mr. and 
Mrs. Peter Peterson from Gilby. The Petersons, 
who had already established a home in Alberta, 
described the outstanding features of living in 
Alberta, and one of the features was the 
homestead. To be able to purchase a 160-acre 
plot for $10. appealed to the young Forsell cou. 
ple. After some consideration, the Forsells sold 
their boarding house, packed all their belongings 
and entrained for Eckville, 

‘They were full of enthusiasm. Here was an op- 
portunity to be part of the great open country and 
the possibilities of riches appealed to them. Lit- 
tle did they know of the hardships and 
deprivations of pioneering. Upon reaching 
Eckville they hired a Mitzner livery outfit and 
started north for the Peter Peterson homestead. 
Mother tells of the rig getting stuck in a slough 
about three miles north of Eckville and how she 
gathered up her heavy long skirt, took one long 
Jump, cleared the buggy and a wire fence to land 
‘on dry ground! 

This young couple struggled like all other 
pioneers to carve out a home on the homestead 
they acquired, the SE 3-41-3-W5. 

‘Both Gunnar and Adelina worked in Calgary 
before establishing a permanent home on their 
homestead. Working as a team, they cut the logs 
and hauled them to McPherson’s sawmill near 
Bentley. Their ox and horse provided the power 
for the haul. A frame house on the hill replaced 
the little old log house nearer the road. To make 
ends meet, mother did house work in Calgary, 
and she also bought a horse. Dad drove two or 
three teams in tandem while hauling freight 
between Red Deer and Rocky Mountain House 
before the railway was completed. 

To augment the often-empty larder, 
resourcefulness was necessary. Partridges and 
prairie chickens, which were in abundance, 
helped in the survival, and a garden patch was 
soon established. Today much emphasis is 
placed on style — new outfits at least every 
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month, but in those early days the same dress or 
suit had to last for many years. Making 
something new out of something old became a 
real art. Many a shirt tail became a cute dress 
for a little girl, and a new piece of material was a 
prized possession. 

‘Two children were born to Adelina and Gun- 
nar. In March, 1912 Vivian, now Mrs. William 
Oglivie, was born and Elzer arrived in 1914, in 
January. Vivian became a teacher in 1930, hav- 
ing received her training at Camrose. In 1939 she 
was united in marriage to William Ogilvie, who 
passed away in Lacombe in 1973. They had one 
daughter, Dolores, who became a library techni- 
cian, and as of 1977, is working for Alberta Hous- 
ing in Edmonton, 











Mr. and Mrs. Gunnar Fosell, Vivian and Eze, 1929 


Elzer married the former Dorothy Simon of 
Forshee and he had a family of four — Gerald, 
Patricia, Carol Anne, and Susan. His family 
story is in a separate account. 

‘The Forsells did their share in the Andrew 
School District, with dad acting as secretary- 
treasurer for 16 years. Those days that position 
meant sending out all tax notices plus collecting 
the tax money, paying the teacher, and, in 
general, doing the entire business of the local 
school district. Finally the books were moved to 
Bentley, under the municipal system and then 
under the county system. The governing body 
was centered in Lacombe. 

With the exception of one year spent near 
‘Tacoma, Washington, with Uncle Carl G. Forsell 
and four years in Ladner, B.C., Mr. and Mrs. 
Forsell lived on the homestead 

Mother passed away in 1952, Dad passed 
away in 1954, and Elzer In 1956, All are buried in 
the Gilby cemetery. Uncle Carl G. Forsell 
passed away in 1931, and is also buried in the 
Gilby cemetery. 

The present owner of the Forsell homestead is 
John Lauritsen. 

‘The early settlers must have been a hardy 
sort. To survive they had to stand on their own 
feet. To be successful required even more effort. 
No doubt the pioneers would have had it no other 

















way and would do it again — would consider it a 
challenge and a rewarding experience. There 
Were no government grants, no farm loans, no 
baby bonus cheques, to augment a meagre in. 
come. With the corner grocery maybe 10 or 20 
miles away, a supply of flour was milled in the 
Jocal mills from their own grain and stored in a 
ary place. 

Oil wells dotting the countryside, gravel 
roads replacing the muddy grades and a wide 
hard-top through the valley would, no doubt, 
provide a big surprise to pioneers if they were to 
take a look today. 


FORSELLS — by Pat Lightbown 

‘The wedding of Elzer Forsell_and Dorothy 
Simon in 1942 begins this story. They came to 
live on the Forsell homestead where he and his 
father farmed. They had three children; first a 
son, Gerald and then two daughters, Patricia 
and Carol Ann. 

I remember the harvest season the best, 
because of all the excitement. When the 
threshing crew came we had a bunk house and a 
granary for the hired men. These places were 
Supposed to be off bounds for the kids. The In- 
dians camped in the pasture, and we weren't 
Supposed to bother them, either, but there were 
some kids to play with so we were around quite a 
bit. We had hired men come out from Ontario to 
work a couple of years during the harvest. We 
have kept in touch with two of these men and 
Gerry had visited them when he was stationed in 
Ontarto. 

Gerry started school at Andrews School and 
that year (1949) there were many teachers until 
finally one settled. Pat started the next year. 
‘There were five students in grade one that year 
and they all graduated together from high school 
in 1962. We went to school there until the school 
closed in 1952. We were a mile and a half from the 
school but didn’t always have to walk because 
some of our neighbors had twice as far to go, so, 
in the winter they used a cutter, and there was 
always room for two more to ride. In the spring 
and summer we usually walked barefoot. If we 
were supposed to be wearing shoes or boots we 
would stash them in a culvert to wear home 
again, If it was too muddy we had to wash our 
feet under the pump before we were allowed into 
the school 

In the fall of 1952 we were bussed to Eckville, 
Carol Ann started school that year, too. The 
school was too crowded so some of us from that 
corner of the district were sent to the Estonian 
School. The classes were grades three to six, so 
Carol Ann went to Eckville and Gerry and Pat to 
Estonian. 

Grandpa and Grandma had moved from the 
farm to Ladner, B.C. in 1948. They were living 
out there when ‘Grandma died In November of 
1952. Grandpa came back to Eckville then and 
bought a small house in town. 

[remember one winter while we were going 











to Andrews School. The weather had been pretty 
bad. I don’t know if it was really cold, but there 
was a lot of snow and wind, Our road was drifted 
in solid from the half mile fence to the corner. As 
kids, we thought it was great to be able to walk 
anywhere in the fields without sinking into the 
snow. One night we went visiting the neighbors 
by sleigh. Gates and fences were no problem 
because they were drifted over. When the road 
was finally cleared out the banks were really 
high the road was really narrow. Daddy and 
Julien Sambrook were going to his hayland early 
‘one morning. We were on our way to school when 
they were coming back with a loaded hay rack. 
We had to climb the banks to get out of the way. 
We were above the rack when they went by, and 
were seriously considering jumping on the load 
when Daddy looked back. We decided to go to 
school instead! 

We continued our schooling in Eckville and 
were there for each new addition; the moving of 
the teacherage out of the school yard, and many 
other changes. 

Grandpa lived in town for a couple of years, 
but spent lots of time at the farm. He had great 
Patience with us. He loved to play cards, and, 
needing some competition, he taught us how to 
play crib and canasta and’ even solitaire, so we 
would let him rest from playing once in a while, 
too, We used to come to his house in town too, and 
one night in particular, Hallowe'en night, we 
were there. We had never been trick-or-treatin 
in town before, so we were allowed to tour the 
next block that night. That was a real change for 
us, and we thought we'd really got a lot of treats. 
Grandpa died on New Year's Day of 1954. 

‘The oll business came to our part of the coun- 
try about 1955. The rigs were quite a strange 
thing in this part of the country. Daddy drove a 
water truck for one of the truck owners, The rigs 
were really busy and the trucking hours were to 
the extreme. 

Alberta's Golden Jubilee was in 1955 and the 
school had a program in its honor. The teachers 
worked very hard organizing it. Our part of the 
program was a dance which we presented on the 
sidewalk in front of the school. The weather must 
have been good, 

I remember Daddy belonging to the Bentley 
Elks and the Bentley Band. He was a great one to 
play a joke on someone. One time he'd bought 
Mom a new set of dishes. She was away at the 
time so it was a surprise, and we were very 
secretive about it. They were a new kind that 
didn't break. We brought her home and made 
some coffee before bedtime. She was sitting at 
the table and Daddy went to the cupboard, 
opened the doors and showed her the new dishes. 
‘Then he threw a cup to her. She was really sur: 
prized, but she caught the cup. Then he ex- 
plained how they wouldn't have broken anyway. 
We thought it was a real funny joke. He played 
that trick on many people and we always got a 
real kick out of It) 























ler Fores tractor. 


Farming had really changed in that time, 
from threshing machines and big crews to com: 
ines and a couple of men working together. 

It seems that during the summer and fall of 
1956 we were always on the go. We'd load up the 

truck with friends and go berry picking and 
picnicking a lot. We'd just pick up and go 
whenever we could — it didn’t matter If It was 
washday or whatever — if the weather was good 
or not — off we'd go. Mom and Daddy belonged 
to many groups, and I think each group had a 
picnic at Gull Lake every year. It was really fun. 
Gerry was in Grade eight, Pat in Grade seven 
and Carol Ann in Grade five when our dad died 
that November. It was a very hard time for us 
but we managed. Grandma Simon came to live 
with us. We had a new baby sister Susan the 
following January. 

We stayed on the farm and rented the land for 
the next four years, moving to town in 1960. Mom 
kept the farm until’ 1964, when she sold the home 
quarter. In December of 1961 Gerry joined the 
Air Force and went East for his training. He had 
graduated from high school earlier that year, 
‘Mom was working In the Co-op and had been for 
a few years. Carol Ann and Pat were still in 
school. Pat graduated in 1962, Susan started 
school in 1963. Carol Ann graduated in 1964 and 
went on to a secretarial school in Calgary. Pat 
married David Lightbown in November of 1962. 
‘Mom and Susan moved to Fairview, Alberta, on 
the Labor Day weekend of 1964.’ Carol Ann 
married Ron Craig in July of 1965. They have 
three children, Kathryn, Bradley and Charlene, 
‘They reside near Delburne. 

Gerry married Beverly Shearlaw of Three 
Hills, in France, in June of 1967. He bought out 
Dave Lightbown Trucking in February of 1976 
and they now live in this district. They have one 
daughter, Rhonda, 




















TED AND MYRTLE (LINDER) GALE — by 
Myrtle Gale 

Belng the youngest of six children born to 
Karl and Emma Linder, I was the one privileged 
to go to high school. I’ attended the Red Deer 
High School, from 1939 to 1942, and later took my 
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R.N. training at the Vancouver General 
Hospital, graduating in 1946. 

In November of 1947 Ted Gale, of 
Saskatchewan, and I were married in Nanaimo, 

:. We lived and worked in Vancouver until 
ig a small farm near Red Deer in 1953. I 
nursed for ten years in what is now known as the 
Michener Centre at Red Deer. In 1968 we moved 
to the Linder farm in the Gilby district, where we 
are still living. 

‘We have two sons, Gordon Edward, born in 
1950 and Bruce James, born in 1951. Gordon was 
married to Katherine West of Edmonton on 
December 27, 1975. He has his degree in Educa- 
tion, and is a journeyman plumber. They have a 
son, Jeffrey, born April 12, 1976. 

Bruce was married to Pat Sim of Calgary on 
December 27, 1976. Bruce has his degree in 
Education from the University of Calgary and 
Pat is with the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
‘Commerce there, 

Both boys have their homes in Calgary. 








GARRIES, ETHEL 

Ethel Garries, second daughter of William 
and Alice Andrew was born July 3, 1906, thelr 
first child born in Canada, She attended An- 
drews’ School and on leaving remained on the 
farm sometimes helping with field work when 
needed. 

‘On January 24, 1928 she married Paul Garries 
who operated Garries' Hardware in Bentley. On 
April 20, 1929 she passed away. They had one 
daughter, Muriel, who is married to Alvin 
Freeman’ and with their family live at Fox 
Creek, Alberta 


MAY THOMAS HARTLEY — by May Hartley 

Twas married in 1932 and we lived on the Carl 
Barhan quarter, about a mile south from 
Hespero store. Donna was born in 1934 at Mrs. 
Porter's Nursing Home south of Condor. We 
went there by team and cutter, two o'clock in the 
morning, on February 5. The roads were ley and 
the poor horses slipped a bit. We were on that 
farm for two years, then I was home with my 
parents, and Donna with me, for a year. Then we 
Tented a quarter section from Arthur Thomas’ 
father for a year. Next we purchased an acreage 
from Bill Whittle, two miles south and one mile 
east of Hespero. I did a little of everything while 
there. We had a dug well so drew water in a 
bucket for the stock and house for awhile before 
a pump was put in. Then the water was pumped 
by hand, We had no pasture for our cows so had 
to turn them on the road allowance. Many are the 
miles I walked to get them home. 

Later my dad bought the rest of the quarter 
(Mr. Whittle had passed away) so Mrs. Whittle 
sold the land, which we paid him for in in- 
stallments. John was born February 10, 1941 at 
home. Mrs. Mitchel came to help. We had a 
straw and pole barn and chicken house for 
awhile before a lumber one was built. [ took care 











of the stock a lot, also the poultry, of course, and 
did the milking. I also cut wood for the house 
with axe and buck saw. John helped me with that 
when he got older. He went to work in an auto 
body shop in Eckville soon after leaving school. 
He drove back and forth for a short time, then 
boarded in town, 

T became ill in 1955 and had an operation in 
Red Deer hospital in December. My brother-in- 
law, Cliff Hartley, took me to Red Deer. Don- 
na came and stayed to look after the house. She 
was married and Fran was less than a year old. I 
was in the hospital nearly two months. It was 
bitter cold weather. They just got in to see me 
once. Donna had her husband’s ear, so my folks 
and brothers and wives also came. My sister-in- 
law, Phil MacBride, living in Red Deer, came 
every day, when I was permitted visitors. My 
brotier Perey brought me home from hospital, 
but I never regained my strength and didn’t feel 
up to milking cows and sawing wood any more. 
In November, 1965 my brother Percy brought me 
and my belongings in to Lacombe to my 
mother's the next day. I went to the doctor the 
next morning and he put me in the hospital again. 
Thad another major operation, and again was in 
hospital for two months. 

‘When I was released from hospital John took 
me by car to California where Donna and her sec- 
ond husband, Ed Williams, lived. I was there 
six months or so, regaining my strength, Then a 
friend of Donna and Ed’s was coming to 
Cardston, Alberta, so I came back with him. We 
drove right through, only stopping for gas and to 
get a bite to eat. We left La Puente, California 
about four in the afternoon and were crossing the 
line at Sweetgrass the next day about five in the 
evening. John came down from Penhold Inter- 
national Air Strip the next day in a four-place 
plane to bring me back to Red Deer (Penhold Air 
rip) and by car to Lacombe to my mother's. 
‘There was room for only me and my suitcase in 
the plane so my trunk had to be shipped. 

As soon as I was strong enough I took a post- 
tion as baby-sitter and light housekeeping for a 
school teacher, whose husband was on the town 
police force. The little girl was two and one half 
months old. Twas there until she started school. I 
worked for another family then back at Sautz’s 
for another few years as they had another baby 
girl, When she started school I took a position at 
the hospital where I worked until October, 1976. I 
retired at this time, as I was past 65. 

‘The staff took all the house-keeping staff out 
to dinner at the Crow Bar as my going-away gift, 
They paid my way and also gave me a present. 
‘They are a nice bunch and I'still see them now 
and then. 

In November my brother Percy took me out 
to British Columbia to visit my other brother. 
Martin and a niece live at Abbotsford, Irvin in 
Vancouver, a niece at Mission, Harold at Chase, 
an uncle and a niece in Vancouver and a niece at 
Kamloops. Then we went to Percy's at 
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Sicamous. Percy's son, Mike, and wife came 
from Alberta, and I came back with them in 
November. I visited John and Doris at Fort St. 
John while he was mechanic at the air strip a few 
years ago. They get down once in a while, as they 
are now living at Wetaskiwin. 


‘THE HUSEBYS — by Connie and Louise Huseby 
Halvor Huseby and his wife, Karen Huseby, 
came from Stravanger, Norway to Cottonwood, 
Minnesota, U.S.A. in’ 1898. With them they 
brought their three children, John, born in 1887, 
Ludwig, born in 1890, and Kristene born in 1895, 
Another son, Oscar, was born in Cottonwood, 
Minnesota, in 1899. ‘Halvor, and the daughter, 
Kristene, both passed away in Minnesota. 

John 'Huseby came to Alberta from Cot- 
tonwood, Minnesota, in 1911 and homesteaded 
west of Gilby. The following year Ludwig also 
came to Alberta, and in 1913, after the death of 
her husband and daughter, Mrs. Huseby and 
Oscar arrived in the Gilby area. They lived with 
John on his homestead. 

Ludwig took a homestead west of the 
Leafland school. He broke a few acres of land, 
but later traded his property for some equip- 
ment, and, along with his brothers, bought a half 
section of iand a mile east of Gilby and they lived 
together for a number of years. 

‘John married Connie Rolfsen in 1921, and the 
family all lived together until 1926. At this time 
Ludwig, Oscar, and their mother moved to a log 
house which they had built on the south quarter 
of their land. Their mother died in 1932, and 
Ludwig and Oscar batched there until Ludwig 
passed away in 1962. 

‘Oscar married Loulse Whiteside in 1962 and 
they lived on the farm until 1973. Oscar was dis: 
abled by a stroke and, being unable to carry on 
the farm work, he then traded the farm for Roy 
Engen’s home in Eckville. Oscar and Louise are 
living in Eckville at the present time. 

‘John and Connie have a family of six children. 
Harvey married Josephine Lawrence, a teacher 
at Andrew's School. (She later taught at Lock- 
hart). They had two girls. 

Muriel is married to Mart Engen and they 
live on a farm west of Gilby. They have four 
girls. 

‘Thelma was married to Roy Engen. They 
lived on the old Engen farm for many years. A 
boy and a gir] were born to them, Thelma passed 
away in 1969, after they had moved from the 
farm to a home in Eckville. 

Violet is married to Gordon Carroll. They had 
five children but lost one little girl. They now live 
in Kitimat, B.C. 

Ruby is married to George McTighe, and they 
live in Eckville. They had three children, but 
also lost one little girl 

Ken married Bernice Dyrland. They have six 
children and are living on the old Huseby farm. 

John Huseby passed away in 1961 and his 
wife, Connie is now living in Eckville. For a 























period of time following her husband's death she 


had lived in British Columbia. 


IRWIN, CHARLES — by Olga Pederson Irwin. 

‘My husband, Charles Irwin, was born in 1898 
and came to Alberta from Kinnigo, Ireland, in 
1921. He first worked on a threshing crew in the 
Brooks area, but returned to Ireland, living there 
until 1926, before returning to Alberta. He again 
worked near Brooks for a year, and then came to 
the Gilby district. 

‘We were married in December, 1927, and soon 
after bought the NW 8-41-3-W5 from the Hudson's 
Bay Company. Our first home was a granary, as, 
times were very “tough”. After a year we hired 
Alex Ferguson, our neighbor, to build us a house, 
which is still my home, 

We had a family of five children, Helen was 
orn in 1929 and was deceased In 1934, William, 
orn in 1931, lives at Rocky Mountain House. He 
and his wife, Donna, have four girls and two 
boys. Hazel, (Mrs. Melvin Cave) born in 1934, 
lives at Hoadley and has a son. Florence (Mrs. 
Andy Anderson, Rimbey) born in 1936 has a 
family of four, a'boy and three girls. Albert, born. 
in 1940, and wife (Darlene Balan) live on the 
home place, They have three girls — Brenda 
(born in 1964), Jeanette (born in 1968), and 
Angela (born in 1971), 

My husband passed away in December, 1976, 
and is buried in the Gilby Cemetery. 











KREIL, RALPH AND DOROTHY 

We moved to central Alberta from Coaldale in 
the fall of 1975 and in the spring of 1976 moved to 
‘our present home, formerly the Irvin Both farm. 

Our children are; one daughter, Dixie, and 
two sons, Todd and Greg. 

We have made a few changes to the 
farmyard, such as a new house. Since Ralph is a 
carpenter by trade, we were fortunate enough to 
build a house. That meant the old house had to 
find a new home; which it did and is now gone. 
‘The old barn, chicken house and pig barns have 
also been removed. 

‘There is one thing we will never change 
though and that is our beautiful hill up the 
canyon, Coming from the dry, windy south, we 
really feel we live in God's country. 


WALLACE AND CAROLYN KREIL AND 
FAMILY 

Formerly from southern Alberta and then 
near Monitor, Alberta, we moved to the Gilby 
area and in June of 1968 purchased the W' 4-41- 
3.W5 from Shirley Edwards. 

At this time our children were; Penny age 
seven, Cindy age six and Edward age five. Marty 
was born in the fall of 1971. 

‘The first changes that we made in the farm- 
stead were to move the driveway to the west side 
and to relandscape the yard. Continuing our ef 
forts in 1970 we built a new barn, using as much 
good material from the old one as possible. 











In June 1976 the time came to start building a 
new home, With the help of our neighbors and 
thelr tractors the old house was pulled from 
Iocation and into the yard. We lived in it while 
building our new home on the former site. 

Seldom is there a Saturday night that we, 
Wallace and Carol, aren't playing in the dance 
band called “Wally’s Westerners,” along with 
Ralph Kreil and Jim Wingate. 

We enjoy living in the Gilby area as we have 
many wonderful neighbors, friends and relatives 
here 


THE KURZMAN FAMILY — by Mrs. Dave 
Kurzman 

John and Mary Kurzman and two children 
came from Seattle, Washington, U.S.A. in 1910. 
‘They lived first on the Ald Smith farm one and a 
quarter miles north of Lockhart Hall. Mr. Kurz- 
man filed on his homestead in March, 1910. This 
was the N.E.'4 Sec. 3, Twn. 41, R 3 W.5, 

‘This quarter was all bush land, so, first of all, 
land was cleared for a building site. Logs were 
cut in the hills and hauled by team to the 
McPherson Mill In the Lockhart district for mak. 
ing lumber. By 1913 the site had been cleared and 
the house and barn built so the family was able to 
move to their own quarter in July, 1913. The 
house and barn built at that time are still stand- 
Ing 

in 1910 a daughter, Esther, was born and 
Pearl, thelr fourth daughter, was born on the 
farm in 1916. 




























Me. and Mrs. John Kurzman, Davey, Viole, Pearl, Este 


Mr. Kurzman was a carpenter by trade and 
built houses and barns for a number of people in 
the community. He also built the Lockhart Hall, 
While Mr. Kurzman was busy with his carpenter 
work Mrs. Kurzman and their son Davie carried 
on the farm work. Much of the land was broken 
with a walking plow pulled by a team. Mr. Kurz. 
man passed away in March, 1947. 

Mrs. Kurzman was a good cook, and the Kurz. 
mans were a very hospitable family. Many pic- 
nies were held on their farm, and many gations 











Picaeat John Kurzman’s 


of home-made ice-cream were eaten there, 
Dances were frequently held in their home, thus 
affording good times for the people of the com- 
munity. Mrs. Kurzman was a member of the 
Lockhart Ladies Club and helped with the 
C.G.LT. for the girls. She passed away in March 
1985. 

After his mother’s death Davie took over the 
farm. He worked two years for E. Calkins in 
Bentley and spent two winters with Hough MiIL 
working as a blacksmith’s helper. He helped 
build the Gilby Hall. He sawed many loads of 
wood for the Lockhart and Andrew schools. He 
received three dollars a cord for this firewood. 
During the threshing season, for several years, 
he operated the threshing machine for Harry 
‘Thomas. 

After the work was done In the fall a group of 
neighbors would usually go on a hunting trip. 
‘This was a form of recreation for them, as well 
as a means of adding to the winter meat supply 
for the family. Davie always joined in and en- 
Joyed these trips, 

In 1948, Davie was married to Dorothy Jones 
of Forshee. They lived on the farm and continued 
the farming operations until 1972, at which time 
they moved to Rimbey to enjoy thelr retirement. 

Davie and Dorothy have a son, Kenneth, He is 
employed by the Westbourne Drilling Company. 

Violet married Fred Wager and they lived in 
the Willisden Green district before moving to 
Calgary where Fred passed away in 1967. Violet 
still lives in Calgary. They had five children. 

Esther married Jim Strachan and lives in 
Rimbey. They have two daughters who live in 
Edmonton. 

Pearl married Edd Cumming of Langley, 
B.C. She passed away in 1975. 

Davie Kurzman was the last of the original 
settlers of the Lockhart District when he moved 
to Rimbey. His first teacher is still alive and 
lives in the Red Deer Manor. Mrs. Zella MePher- 
son, wife of the sawmill operator, is still alive 
and lives in Lacombe, 




















LAURITSEN, TOM — by Annie Luoma 
‘Tom Lauritsen was born In the southern part 





of Denmark in 1904. He arrived in Canada in 
1925, at the age of 24 years. Upon arriving in 
Canada he worked for various farmers in 
Saskatchewan. Later he moved to Peace River, 
Alberta, where he homesteaded in 1981. After 
leaving his homestead in Peace River he came to 
the Gilby district where he worked as a hired 
hand for the Thorp family. This is where he met 
Julia Pederson, my mother. 

Mother was born in Red Lake Falls, 
Minnestoa, U.S.A. in 1913. The family, of John 
and Mary Pederson immigrated to Cangida when 
Julia was four years old. They resided in the 
Gilby district on the NE. 32-40-3-W5, Mother 
received all her schooling in the Andrew School. 

Following the marriage of Tom and Julia In 
1983, they resided in a log house on the William 
Steel farm (N.W. 35-40-3-W5). They resided in the 
log house for a short time until they could clear 
enough land on which to construct the present 
frame house in which they still reside. This house 
is situated on S.W. 35-40-3-W5, which dad 
purchased from the CPR. The home quarter was 
covered with dense brush, which they cleared 
almost entirely by hand, 

‘Throughout the years my parents purchased 
the three remaining quarters of section 35, which 
they still own and farm. 

My early recollections of farming include that 
of my dad farming with four to six-horse teams. 
One simple implement which stands out in my 
mind is the brush harrow. This harrow was made 
out of a huge willow bush. Also among the farm 
implements was the gang and sulky plows. Dad 
continued farming with horses until he 
purchased his first tractor, a 15.30 McCormick 

During the depression my father and mother 
recollect selling market-welght hogs for three 
dollars, Dad hauled the hogs to Eckville with a 
team of horses and wagon box. In return for the 
three dollar hogs he would buy a 100-pound bag 
of flour. Dad also relates taking an 850-pound 
steer to market in Calgary, and not receiving 
enough cash with which to buy Mother her 
second-hand treadle Singer sewing machine for 
twenty-five dollars. 

Father and Mother raised a family of eight 
children. Betty, the oldest daughter, was born in 
1934, Betty resides in Red Deer where she Is 
employed as a housekeeper. John owns and 
farms two quarters —N.E. 34-40-3-W5 and S.E. 3 
413.5, John married Orpha Jodoin in. 1964. 
They have two sons, Chris and Gary. Martin 
resides on the farm, where he helps dad with the 
farming. During the winter months he works in 
the welding shop in Eckville, where he is appren- 
ticing as a welder. 

Hans and his family reside in Calgary. Hans 
has worked with the oll rigs for several years. He 
recently spent several months drilling in the 
United States. He has three children, Sandra, 
Denise, and Colin, 

T (Annie) own a farm in Sylvan Lake area 
where my family reside. Twas married to Ray 












































Lund in 1960. Ray and I have two children, Bren- 
da and Brian. Ray passed away from com: 
plications of diabetes in July, 1964. Later I 
married Elmer Luoma of Eckville in December, 
1965, and we have a son, Randy. Elmer also 
farmed a quarter of land on the north-west side 
of Sylvan Lake. 

Mabel and her husband, Ron Lund, were 
married in 1963. They have two children, Roland 
and Maureen. At the present time they reside on 
a farm south of Eckville, where Ron works at 
various jobs. 

Edith resides at home with her parents. 

Esther and her husband, Ralph Mocktord, 
were married in 1965. They have three children, 
Steven, Sharon and Darren. Ralph owns and 
operates a gravel truck. They reside in Eckville 
in the new mobile home sub-division, 

The children all took their early schooling in 
Andrew School, We had three miles to go to 
school, and used various means of transportation 
toget there. When we rode horseback there were 
three on a horse. Later dad made a one-horse 
sleigh for winter use and a one-horse cart for 
summer. After the Andrew School closed in 1953 
‘we were bussed to school in Eckville, from which 
Hans, Mabel, Esther and I graduated. 

At'the present time my father and mother still 
reside on the farm, where they raise cattle and 
grain. Dad enjoys his hobby of gun collecting and 
Mom enjoys her gardening. 


SW 10-41-3-W5 

‘The above quarter was homesteaded by 
Frank Lee, the NW 10 by his brother, William 
(Bill) and the NE 10 by their mother, Elizabeth 
Lee, 

Fred Pimm bought the SW 10 early in 1919 and 
moved to a quarter in the Symonds district in 
1922. (see Leedale for the Lee and F. Pimm 
histories). 

Roy Counnic bought the land from Chris 
Baker and lived on the farm from 1930.’31, He 
then moved to Springdale and on to Barrhead, 
Alberta, where he still resides. 

Walter Matthew farmed the quarter trom the 
spring of 1934 until August 1939. There were three 
children in the family. 

Histories of other familfes living on the SW 10 
are in this book, 








LINDER, KARL AND EMMA — by Edwin 
Linder 

Karl C. Linder, my dad, was born in northern 
‘Sweden, in 1882, and my mother, Emma Maria 
Hultgren, was born in central Sweden, in 1883. 
‘They both immigrated to the United States, at 
the turn of the century. Dad got a job falling 
timber in Oregon, and often talked of wearily, 
pulling a falling saw, the saw being slowed down 
by pitch, for a 10 hour day. Mother, also settled in 
Oregon,’ and got employment in some of the 
better homes in Portland. 


While Dad was working in a sawmill in 
Portland, he got acquainted with Gustav 
‘Hultgren, Emma's brother. He was so impressed 
with the fine character of this man, that he ex- 
claimed: “Have you a sister? Then I'can already 
begin to call you my brother-in-law.” The 
romance proceeded quickly and in the year 1907 
Emma and Karl were married. 

Dad heard of homesteads being available in 
Alberta, Canada, so he and a friend, Willie 
Hammerbeck, (then only about 19 years of age, 
and also of an adventurous frame of mind) got on 
a train and came to Alberta. Mother stayed 
behind, with the children, on a little acreage that 
they had bought in Oregon, while waiting for the 
word to come to Alberta. 

In 1911 there were not many homesteads still 
available in the Gilby district, but there was one 
lying a mile and one-half northeast of the Gilby 
store, which had been abandoned by the man 
who had originally filed on it. Dad filed, and the 
SE 32-40-3.W5 was to be our home during those 
years when the family was growing up. 

‘When my sister, Edith, was about three years 
old, and I was five months old, and my sister 
Ruth about a year older than I, Mother got on the 
train at Warren, Oregon, and headed for Alberta 
with her family. 

‘Those were‘not the days of welfare offices and 
handouts. For a man to make a living for a fam: 
ily was a formidable undertaking. Before the 
homestead could be proved up, there were 
buildings to erect and a certain amount of land to 
be broken each year. There was the question of 
getting some power to pull the breaking plow, 
and the harrows and discs, so that seed could be 
planted, and a crop taken off. 

‘Tractors did not arrive on the scene until 
many many years later. Strange to say, even 
horses were very scarce. In fact, when we first 
got a horse, it seemed to me that ‘there had been 
a real advance made both in farming and 
transportation. The problem of locomotion was 
first solved by Dad, when he purchased three 
sturdy oxen, 

Farming was not all glory in that age for even 
the lowly oxen. Even though grass was thick and 
luxuriant, the poor old oxen pulling a breaking 
plow (sometimes then called a ‘footwarmer’) 
with the farmer following it on foot, had to con- 
tend with myriads of mosquitoes and flies. How 
those poor beasts must have suffered! Even the 
oxen had a spirit of independence, though, and 
one day, while pulling my dad’s’ binder, ‘they 
became ‘so tormented by flies that they struck 
out for a clump of trees or willows, hoping to find 
refuge there from the attacks of the flies. Dad, 
who was intent on harvesting grain, not trees, 
undoubtedly tried to persuade the oxen to con 
tinue harvesting grain, but I understand that the 
oxen took the binder with them, and harvesting 
operations were halted for the time being, 

Dad recounted how he got up very early to 
work, about three or four o'clock in the morning 




















‘Karl Linder with oxen about 1911 


and continued till noon, when he broke off for 
that day. 

‘The oxen were large and powerful and even- 
tually the sod was broken. This was followed by 
discing, harrowing and seeding, the oxen han- 
dling ail these assignments. 

When winter came, Dad, who had grown up in 
Sweden where the farm animals were treated so 
kindly, and where it would have been un 
thinkable to expect the animals to spend the 
nights outdoors, took them in to what passed as a 
barn, Imagine his surprise in the morning to find 
that during the night the oxen had broken 
through the side of the barn, and were frolicking 
in the winter wonderland the next morning! Dad 
even took time out to do some custom breaking 
for the neighbours with his oxen. 

Later he got a sawing outfit, which consisted 
of an old Stickney engine, used to operate a cir- 
cular saw. That old Stickney was hardly new 
even then but he did some custom cutting of logs 
for firewood in addition to providing his own. 
There was really only one source of fuel at that 
time — good old poplar trees, cut Into logs. Some 
of the neighbours got together, the logs were fed 
gradually towards the saw, and wood, in stove 




















Iengths, was snipped off, one by one, to make the 
familiar ‘woodpile’ from which in the course of 
doing chores, farm boys repaired to, to fill the 
woodbox. 

Having arrived on the old homestead, and 
before the land was cultivated, there was the 
problem of feeding the family. These were not 








the days of welfare offices and handouts. What 
was my dad to do? He found the answer in get- 
ting some traps, and tramped around the more 
unsettled land of that age, trapping muskrats 





and weasels, The pelts were sometimes mailed 
as far away as St. Louis, Missouri, The proceeds 
helped to buy the simple needs of the pioneers. 
My parents told us of the multitude of rabbits 
and deer that were to be found in that day, so 
there was no shortage of meat. Dad had a trusty 
30-30 Winchester and loved hunting. As children, 
we certainly got to know the taste of venison and 
rabbit meat. As we grew older, we knew that if 
there was a fall of snow, the Winchester was 
taken down and the moccasins donned for light 
walking. Away Dad would go. Rarely were his 
hunting trips unsuccessful. There remain 
memories of those days about my father; moc- 
casins for hunting, quinine for colds and putting 
his feet into hot water when he found a cold ap- 
proaching. Some of the old remedies like the 
latter could probably still be profitably used, 
So we survived those early days, continuing to 
grow and be healthy. In those days, long before 
electric lights, or even gasoline lamps; kerosene 
was a ‘must’. I remember trudging with my 
mother to the Gilby store. Mike Sestrap, the 
storekeeper, was well known, Going to that coun- 
try store would be as exciting for us as a modern 
boy of similar age going to a big town. Those, 
remember, were not the days when every child's 
fancies were expected to be gratified. But there 
were treats on occasion. For example, the 

















kerosene can might lack a cap for the spout. No 
problem. Mike put a soft candy over the end of 
the spout and no spilling occurred on the way 
home. So a treat awaited me when we got home. 
‘The candy, with the spout problem now solved, 
was mine, Oh sure, it had a little kerosene on it, 
and this did not necessarily improve the flavour; 
but what is a little kerosene on a candy toa boy 
who had, up to that time, never eaten a chocolate 
bar! 

‘The store contained products in bins, whether 
candy or rice. I do not remember packaged 
goods then. Cloth was found in bolts and sold by 
the yard. The ladles of that day had to improvise, 
and probably loved to do so; they might as well 
like it, as there were no other avenues open. T 
remember the storekeeper, skillfully measuring 
the cloth with his arm, he having been a tallor, I 
understand, in his younger days. 

T doubt if it would have been possible to buy 
bread already made at the store. No, the farm 
ladies made their own bread. I still cherish the 
experience of coming home from school to find 
newly-baked bread or buns, on the table, covered 
with a white sheet. With a School boy's appetite, 
did I grab one, liberally covered with home 
churned butter? I sure did. Those were indeed 
the days! 

My brother, Elmer, was born not long after 
my parents’ arrival in Alberta, followed by Ir 
ving and Myrtle. 

Going back into the farthest reaches of my 
memory, I believe a word should be included 
about early threshing. There was something 
most exciting about the arrival of the threshing 
outfit. It invariably had a steam engine to 
operate it, with the accompanying water wagon. 
In those days bundles were stacked, and stack 
ing was an art in itself, 

"Threshing developed to the bundle rack stage, 
and as my good appetite continued, and still 
does, I did not mind at all the competition that 
developed among the farm women to put on a 
real, good spread for the threshers. Then there 
was, too, the morning and afternoon lunch. 
Coffee and refreshments were brought out to the 
threshing outfit, and there was much good- 
natured banter between the threshers and the 
farmers’ daughters as they brought the lunch out 
to the field. 

When Andrew School was built, the acreage 
on which it stood was fenced off, on land that was 
later bought by Dad, a quarter we dubbed the 
'C.P.R. quarter’ (NW 33-40-3-W5). Dad acquired 
two quarters of land in addition to the 
homestead. The other was known as ‘the 
Hammerbeck quarter’ (SW 33-40-3.W5) in 
memory of Willie Hammerbeck, who had bought 
that quarter originally, then returned to Oregon 
and later sold it to Dad. (Mr. Hammerbeck died 
recently and Mrs. Hammerbeck is still living at 
Warren, Oregon.) 

The ‘school was cold in winter and hot in 
summer, and creaked ominously during a 
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windstorm, However, that is the school where we 
got our basic education. It was there we played 
during recess with boys and girls who, lke 
‘ourselves, were children of the pioneers. Tt was 
there we Surveyed the surrounding country dur- 
ing our recesses, and shared in the anxiety of our 
parents as they’ contended with the hazards of 
farming, cutworms, frost, hail and other factors, 
We knew that farming was the source of income 
our parents and we children depended on. The 
morals of the parents and children were 
wholesome, and the values I learned there have 
Influenced me all my life. 

In thinking of a community we think naturally 
of the supply of water. Our first well was a dug 
one. It later provided refrigeration for the cream 
can. One could not expect to get ‘grade special’ 
for the cream, ifit was not kept in a cool place, s0 
down went the cream can into the well, 
suspended by a trusty rope. It was important to 
get the best price for cream; after all, our 
overalls, jackets and the mail order to Eaton's, 
started from the cream can. 

In 1917, Billy Bjornson and his brother Louis, 
came to our home with a real well-drilling outfit. 
‘The general principle was the lifting of a heavy 
object that drove a hole well down to water, 
where the pipes followed to pipe the water up, 
with the use of a pump. The first well was quite a 
Jong distance from our house, and we spent 
many an hour pumping water for the cattle. It 
was kind of fun missing school once in awhile, 
but carrying pail after pail of water for the house 
took some of the joy away. Too, the water from 
the first well was hard. In later years, Victor 
‘Johanson, from Bentley, began to drill for a well 
right at the house, on the porch as a matter of 
fact. Mother watched the drilling with much in- 
terest. One day Victor announced that he had 
struck water. “Is it soft?” Mother asked. "No, 
the water is not soft.”” “Then keep drilling,” she 
replied. He did, continuing on for over 100 feet, 
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When he next stopped and reported water, he 
sald that the water was soft. The well is still 
there, with good water. Believe you me, IT IS 
SOFT. 

‘My parents, Karl and Emma Linder, retired 
from the farm early in the 1940's and spent the 
last years of their lives living with Edwin Linder, 
in British Columbia. Dad dearly loved fishing for 
steelhead even when an old man, in his last years 
at the coast. Mother continued to be interested in 
her family until her death in 1968, 


A HISTORY OF MY LIFE — by Edwin Linder 

1 was born in Warren, Oregon, U.S.A, on 
January 11, 1911, the son of Karl and Emma 
Linder. In i911, when T was five or six months 
old, my parents, with my sisters Edith and Ruth, 
and I came to Alberta and settled in the Gilby 
area. My brothers Elmer and Irving and my 
sister Myrtle were born in Canada. 

T was educated in the old Andrew School, 
located a mile northeast of our home, and con: 
tinued on the old farm helping with’ the farm 
work until T was 23 years of age. Most of the 
depression years I lived in Alberta. 

In the spring of 1934 I went along with Jack 
Catling and his mother, from Alhambra, Alber- 
ta, who were on their way to settle on Vancouver 
Island. I got a job working for the Comox Log- 
ging and Rallway Company, in the Courtenay 
area of Vancouver Island. The logging operation 
was a few miles north of Courtenay. I got a job 
there first on the section gang, at three dollars a 
day, and later got a job setting chokers. I con- 
tinued in that logging operation, and others, ad- 
vancing in position and pay, and finally moved to 
Ladysmith, B.C. where I resumed work for the 
‘Comox Logging and Railway Company. I sought 
to provide a home for my parents who, having 
sold out the farming equipment and livestock, 
were retiring. Both my parents joined me, and I 
bought a house at Ladysmith in a section of that 
town known as the Diamond district. My parents 
lived with.me here until we moved to Duncan. 

I became treasurer of the Ladysmith and 
District Credit Union having learned shorthand 
and typing while on the old farm and supple- 
menting my knowledge of bookkeeping in a busi 
ness college in Vancouver when the logging 
camp was shut down because of heavy snow. My 
knowledge, gained by myself and in school, 
came in handy. 

In 1948 there was a disruption in the Inter. 
national Woodworkers of America, in which the 
radical leadership was displaced and new off 
cers installed. I was elected financial secretary 
and also filled the position of office manager. I 
continued in that job until I retired in 1976, being, 
to the best of my knowledge, the longest-elected 
office-holder in the whole International 
Woodworkers of America, from Newfoundland 
to California, from Alabama to the Yukon, 

On September 3, 1965, Imarried Velma Geler, 
then living in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. We live 














on 5330 Miller Road, Duncan, B.C. where we 
have resided since our marriage. 

My father, Karl Linder, was born on 
February 7, 1882 and died on February 25, 1966. 
My mother was born on February 24, 1883, and 
died on March 17, 1967. 


IRVING LINDER — by Myrtle Gale 

Following his schooling Irving farmed with 
his father, Karl Linder, in the Gilby district. In 
1943 he and Muriel Shelby, of Campbell River, 
were married in Vancouver. Irving drove the bus 
for the Vancouver Island Coachline for several 
years before moving back to the Gilby district in 
1051. Here he farmed until 1968. He and Muriel 
then moved back to their home in Campbell 
River which is scenically situated on the banks 
of the Campbell River. 

‘They had four children: Barry, Brian, 
Maureen and Norma. 

Barry, who has his own roofing company, 
lives in Edmonton. 

Brian, who is married to the former Susan 
deHoan, of Dawson Creek, has two sons, Corey 
and Ryan. The family lives in St. Albert. Brian 
has his degree in Science from the U. of A. 

Maureen died suddenly at the age of four 
years in 1954. 

‘Norma, the youngest child, is living and work- 
ing in Campbell River. 


ELMER LINDER — by Edith Oborne 
Elmer, son of Karl and Emma Linder, was 
born in 1912. In the fall of 1938 he and Dorothy 
Hutchison were married at Gimlet. They spent 
the early part of their married life around the 
Gilby district, and then moved to British 

‘olumbia. 

‘Their three children are Larry, Verlie and 
Ross. Larry works In the Queen Charlotte 
Islands. Verlie is married and lives in Surrey. 
Her children are Bruce, Bobby and Brenda. Ross 
is married, with two children, and living in Dun- 
can, B.C. 

Elmer passed away at Courtney in 1961. 





LISKA, PETER 

Peter, a coal miner’s son, was born on July 20, 
1921, in’ Coleman, Alberta. He received his 
education in Coleman. 

In 1940, he left the coal mines and went to 
Broderick, Saskatchewan, to farm with his 
parents. 

On July 17, 1947, Peter married Josie Traut- 
man, a farmer’s daughter. Josie was born on 
March 13, 1927, in Strongfield, Saskatchewan, 
She received her education in a country school 
which was called Cherry-Dale. A school bus ser: 
vice has been put in on route from Strongfield, so 
Cherry-Dale is no longer used for classes. 

In the latter part of June in the year of 1948, 
Peter lost all the wheat crop on his quarter sec: 
tion in Broderick. The grasshoppers came in 








herds like cattle and ate crops, gardens, even the 
leather in harnesses. 

Farming was a very trying occupation on the 
bald prairies, and Peter decided to make a 
move, Leaving his parents behind, he and his 
wife Josie and her sister Jennie went to Alberta 
in search of jobs. The three took the passenger 
train from Broderick. The crops through 
Saskatchewan and eastern Alberta looked poor. 
Some parts were invaded by hoppers, in other 
parts of the country, crops were yellowed from 
drought. 

‘After travelling all night, they finally arrived 
in Red Deer. About four hours later, they 
climbed on board a lazy freight and were on their 
way again, One thing that will always stay vivid 
in the trios minds is how scenic the countryside 
looked. Trees and crops were a beautiful green. 
‘The leaves and grass looked luscious enough to 
be used for salad. The tiger lilies were in full 
bloom along the railroad ditches and the girls 
had the urge to go out and pick them when the 
freight stopped for cream pick-ups. 

In the latter part of the sunny but humid after- 
noon, the tired three got off the freight at the 
CPR station one mille south of Eckville and hitch- 
hiked a ride with Marg Schofer to Eckville, 
where Peter's sister, Mary, and her two sons, 
Joe and Louis Psikla, walted and took them to 
their home. 

After a few days of enjoyable visit and 
celebration of Josie’s and Peter's first wedding 
anniversary, Joe Psikla suggested that Peter 
and Josie apply for a farm hand and cook at the 
Ray Niemela farm in Benalto where they were 
employed until the middle of September. Peter’s 
brother, Joe, brought out Peter's 1935 Chev, and 
Peter and Josie went back to Broderick, Sask. 
Joe Liska stayed in Eckville to stook and after a 
couple of weeks he went back by train to 
Broderick. 

After several weeks of packing, the family, 
Josie, Peter and his parents, his brother , Joe, 
and wife, Millic, and four girls, Irene, Mary, 
Helen, and Vicky were on thelr way back to 
Alberta. Josie, Peter, and parents spent the 
winter at Wright’s farm in Eckville. 

‘Ona dry, sunny, warm day in the first week in 
April of 1949, with the help of Joe and Louis 
Psikla and Roy Saari, Josie, Peter, and parents 
moved to the Hilmer ‘Thorp farm, two and a half 
miles northwest of Gilby, Alberta. Peter, and his 
brother Joe, and families were happy to have a 
roof over their heads and things looked quite en- 
couraging until spring work began and the old 
1927 Minneapolis tractor gave out. Peter’s 
nephew Joe Psikla came to the rescue with his 
new John Deere D and put in the crop. With two 
months of dry spring weather and not being 
aware of what was in the soil, the barley crop 
turned out to be wild oats and thistle. Snow came 
early in the fall and harvest was a struggle. The 
winter of 1950 was miserably cold. There were no 
storm windows on the house, one heat register in 
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the living room and none in the other seven 
rooms. There was very little coal and they had to 
use green wood for fuel. The temperature in the 
bedrooms upstairs was 23 degrees F. The Liska 
family felt that they had fallen out of the pan and 
into the fire. 

In 1953, the Liska brothers felt they must 
repair the house to be comfortable. They 
remodeled the kitchen in the back part of the 
house which was the old homestead. A new base- 
ment was built adjoining the old one, and bins 
were made for vegetables and coal. A new fur- 
nace was installed and hot and cold registers 
were put into the rooms. In 1958, electricity was 
put Into the house and barn and several years 
later, part plumbing for running water was also 
installed which made work a little more con- 
venient, 

‘There were approximately 100 acres of brush 
cleared and land broke for seeding. In 1957, the 
Liska brothers received an award of merit, 
seventh prize Regional, for malting barley. 
Peter and Joe also raised hogs and cattle and 
milked by hand as many as 18 cows. The Liska 
ladies helped with chores and raised bountiful 
gardens, so their deep-freeze was always full of 
good fresh frozen vegetables and meat. 

‘There were happy times as well. In the fall of 
1949, Peter and Josie attended a social at the 
Gilby Hall. Music was donated. A little bird told 
Percy Thubron that Peter was musical, so Percy 
took Peter in his truck to Peter’s house and they 
brought back the old two row button accordion 
and guitar. Everyone had a nice evening. Shortly 
after, an orchesira originated which was called 
“The Polka Dotts". Peter played accordion, 
Josie the guitar, her sister Jennie played piano 
and Joe Psikla played the violin. A few years 
later the two sisters left the orchestra and Waldo 
Raabis and Roy Leach joined the boys. They 
called the orchestra “Rhythm Boys”. 

About three years later, Waldo and Roy left 
the orchestra and Josie and her sister Jennie 
joined their husbands and are still playing for 
dances. They call thelr orchestra “Family 

‘On September 26, 1953, a son Philip was born 
to Josie and Peter. He received his education in 
Eckville, Philip was employed for several 
months with Watley Trucking: In 1972, he worked 
with his uncle, Carl Trautman, constructing 
steel buildings. Philip married Barbara Graham 
in 1973. They have two sons Geoffrey and Jason. 
Philip has been employed with Fletcher's Fine 
Foods in Red Deer for five years. The Philip 
Liska’s have a home in Sylvan Lake, Alberta 

‘A daughter, Dolores Liska, was born on 
November 1, 1955. She took her Grade 11 in 
Eckville and finished high school at the LTCHS 
in Red Deer. Dolores was employed as secretary 
for § & B Auto Body Shop in Red Deer for a year. 
She has since changed positions and is now 
employed at Pam’s Hallmark Shoppe in Red 
Deer. 














In March of 1972, the Liska brothers realized 
that after 23 years of struggle on the Thorp farm, 
they would never own it, so they set a date on 
May 3 for a machinery and cattle sale. 

eter and Josie now reside in Red Deer where 
they own a home. Peter is employed at Federal 
Pioneer Electric and Josie works at the Red 
Deer Nursing Home. They are enjoying the con- 
venience of eity life 


JOAN (LAWTON) MADDOX — by Joan Maddox 

Teame from Lacombe in May, 1907 at the age 
of two years by covered wagon with my parents, 
Frank and Clara Lawton, brother Billy, age 
seven, and sister Kathleen, age four years. My 
parents settled on NW 34-40-4-W5. 

Our early years were spent playing near the 
buildings, as lynx and bear were often seen. Our 
three cows had to be herded as they would travel 
for miles, since there were no fences. Mother did 
not know her directions away from the buil 
ings. 

"There was a small lake near by with an 
island, which Billy claimed as his own. If you 
were in his favor you were allowed to go with him 
on the raft. Otherwise, he was Robinson Crusoe, 
and had it to himself. 

‘One day, when dad was building the log barn, 
mother and Miss Sjodahl decided to go blueberry 
picking. Kathy and I were told to watch Alicie 
closely, as he was only a toddler. However, he 
wandered to the lake and fell in only to’get 
soaked. Mother got a large pall of berries, but 
next morning her eyes were swollen shut from 
Insect bites. 

When the men were all away working one 
midsummer day, Mrs. Jake Amburs came 
rushing over, carrying a small child. They 
couldn't find’ Jimmy, age about four years. 
Mother gathered us together to go the mile 
across the flelds with her. As we hurried up the 
hill, where a large barrel stood by the trail, up 
came a fair head from inside the barrel. Jimmy 
had climbed in and had gone to sleep there. 

When Billy was raking hay one hot day on the 
far side of the farm with the oxen “Sam and 
Tom’, the heel flies struck them. Home they 
galloped, across the narrow pole bridge and into 
the lake. Billy was stil on the seat of the rake, in 
water too deep to wade out. In later years, as 
roads were being bullt, the lake had to’ be 
drained. It was a sad day for us children — no 
more swimming and rafting — but mother was 
happy, as there would now be fewer wet clothes. 

Billy and Kathy often went to John Rechy’s on 
the next quarter. He always gave them a dried 
prune. He stirred his beans (these two belng the 
main dish for bachelors) with his stove poker. 
One day I was allowed to go along with Billy and 
Kathy. I stood by the door, watching, and, sure 
enough, he poked the fire’and then stirred the 
beans! On the way home they ran ahead and left 
me, saying the bears would get me. That night I 




















had a terrible nightmare that kept them awake. 
‘They were punished! 

Mr. McDonald, who lived three and a half 
miles west, often came by on his way to Gilby 
with his bay mare and single buggy. He was a 
minister, and a very educated man. Some of the 
pioneers thought him rather queer. He and my 
dad would sit for hours, talking astronomy. One 
day Alick and I were racing to the house for 
dinner. There, on the narrow porch, mother had 
put the rocking chair out for Mr. McDonald, as 
he had walked from Gilby (his mare had died). I 
was ahead and ran right into him. Being very 
shy, I was terrified, and cried. The next time he 
came he brought me a lovely story book. 

School days followed, with cold walks in 
winter and swamps to wade in summer. It closed 
after the Christmas concert, to open again in 
March, continuing all summer. I went only 
through Grade 8, as that year my father passed 
away and I stayed home io help Billy and Kathy 
with the farming. 

Our social life consisted of dances and box 
socials. Gilby put on a Saturday social evening, 
when they had boxing, sing songs, and games. 
We would go for miles in 20-below or colder 
weather, either horseback or by sleigh load. We 
would have as much fun on the road as at the 
dance. Jack Mullarkey, a friend of my family, 
was always along. He had a fine baritone voice, 
and always helped with the entertaining during 
the supper hour. 

In 1928, I married Jervel Maddox, who came 
to the valley with his folks from Missouri, 
U,S.A., at the age of 14 years. He worked out for 
farmers the next year. In the spring of 1916, 
being tired of the job at 50¢ a day, he joined 
the Canadian Army. He was there a month 
before his mother was notified. Being not yet 
16, she took him out. By that time he had 
decided that the army wasn’t so exciting after 
all. He joined the U.S. Marines in 1919 and was 
with them until 1921. At that time he came back 
to Canada and took a homestead at Winfield, 
Alberta, 

‘We spent 1928 on the homestead then came 
back and rented land until March, 1930, when we 
moved with our daughter Marie (10 months old) 
to NE 6-41-3-W5, which we had bought for $3000. 

‘The dry years and poor prices made times 
very hard. We farmed with horses, so had few 
expenses. With the cattle, plgs, chickens, and a 
large garden plus good management we were 
able to get better equipment and more land, own- 
ing 960 acres when we retired and moved to 
Eckville in 1967. Our three boys now own the 
land. 

We had nine children: Joan Marie, Elizabeth 
Lorraine, William Steven, Edythe Pearl, Eunice, 
‘Thomas Frank, Dianna Joyce, John Gilbert, and 
Ruby Lee. Five of the children were born on the 
farm, with the doctor waiting many hours for 
thelr arrival. 

‘Our visiting and trips to Eckville were done 




















Jecvel and Joan Maddox and faily 1960 


with a team and buggy until 1932 when we traded 
cattle for a second-hand Model T Ford. 

Cooking for threshers was a big chore even 
witha girl to help. A large table was brought in to 
hold the 14 men. We would have to be up at five 
o'clock, get breakfast over, milk the cows, get 
the children off to school and then start dinner. 
Sometimes the men wanted morning lunch as 
Well as lunch in the afternoon. If we ran short of 
meat, chickens had to be killed. 

Our children grew up to be very responsible 
as the years went by, enabling us to take a few 
weeks holiday each year. 





“Old Blackie didn't mind 
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In September of 1967, we bought a house in 
Eckville, as Jervel was ill. He passed away on 
November 28 of that year. I still live in the house 
with my daughter, Eunice, who is handicapped, 
but a cheerful companion. ‘The others took their 
schooling at Andrew and Eckville Schools. 

‘Marie married John Wilson. They had seven 
children. Ted, who served several years in the 
armed forces, is now an instructor in pollution 
at Whitehorse, Yukon. Richard passed away in 
1967, after a long illness. Barbara, now Mrs, 
‘Albert Brandl, has one son, Brent. Randy, Terry 
Dale and Bradley are their four other children. 

Betty married Walter Cunningham. They had 
five children; Lois, now Mrs. Peter Duncan, has 
two children, Kelli and Shawn. Gregory passed 
away in 1956, Gerald married Terri Mottus and 
has two children, Jay and Melanie. Darryl, and 
Susan, who is still in school. 

Bil lives on SW 8-41-3-W5, He married Joyce 
Dyrland and their four children are Carol, 
Steven, Marian and David at home. 

Pearl took a home economies course at Olds 
College. She worked as a dietician in Calgary 
General Hospital until she married Michael 
Dubyna. They have four daughters: Sharon 
(Mrs. David Werrett), Sandra, Brenda and 
JoAnne. 

‘Tom lives on W 6-41-3-W5. He spent several 
years working for Mid-West Paper, in Calgary. 
He then took a mechanics course at Olds. He I 
married to Caroline Chappell. They have three 
children, Debble, Jody and Anna-Marle who are 
still attending Eckville School. 

Joyce took a secretarial course in Red Deer, 
then worked in Lacombe until she married 
Stewart Calkins. They have three children, 
Gwen, Jeffrey, and Shelly. 

‘Jack lives on NE 6-41-3-W5. He married Susan 
Harcus. Their three children are Paul, Robyn, 
and Craig all at home. 

Ruby-Lee took four years of University in Ed- 
monton, getting a B. Ed. degree. She majored in 
French, and taught at Rocky Mountain House 
and in Calgary. She married Thomas Houston, 
‘They have two boys, Timothy and Brett. 




















VOLDEMAR MATISEN and FAMILY 

‘Voldemar Matiisen and his wife Rita Sigrid 
arrived with their three children, Hendo, Arne 
and Eda, at Eckville on June, 1948. They were 
sponsored as immigrants by’ Vollt’s brothers, 
‘Alfred and Arnold Matlisen. Previous to this, 
they had lived four years in Sweden, having es- 
caped the Russian advance in Estonia at the end 
of World War IL 

Having purchased the three quarters of the 
Frank McTighe farm, W% and SE 9-£1.3-W5, 
they moved there in January 1949, As luck would 
have it, the move took place on a record. 
breaking cold day, -50°F., providing a hint of 
times to come, 

A mixed farm operation was commenced to 
support a family of seven, which now also in- 

















cluded Rita’s aunt, Elsbeth Siléver and her 
mother, Melanie Dréyblat: They were deceased 
{n 1960 and 1970, respectively. They were buri 

in the Gilby Kaimu Cemetery. 

‘The oldest son, Hendo, entered the Eckville 
Junior High School and graduated from the Lind- 
say Thurber Composite High School in Red Deer 
in 1054, He studied Engineering at the University 
of Alberta, Arne and Eda began their schooling 
at the Andrew School and were transferred to 
Eckville In 1953 when the Lacombe County 
schools were centralized. Arne graduated there 
{in 1958 as Valedictorian and Eda finished in 1962, 
winning the Eckford Trophy. They both con: 
tinued their education at the University of Alber- 
ta, Arne studying Chemistry and Eda studying 
Psychology. 

‘Arne married Carolyn Wilfley of Brooks in 
1966 and they and their daughter Janet Ray have 
spent several years in Europe where Arne has 
been employed as a computer-log analyst. He 
recently returned to Calgary as manager at 
Computalog Services Lid. Hendo has been 
employed in the construction industry 
throughout Alberta. Eda has worked at the 
University Alberta Hospital as a psychologist 
since 1966. She married John McClung, an Ed- 
monton lawyer, in 1973, who is now Supreme 
Court Justice of Alberta, living in Edmonton 

‘The hardships of the early years of farming 
were eased by the arrival of three productive oll 
wells. For several years, Volll also worked as a 
battery operator. After that, most of the farm 
operailon focused oa cattle and grain. In 1964, 
Rita entered the University of Alberta, in the 
Faculty of Education, to supplement her Euro: 
pean training in Medicine and Dentistry. She ob- 
tained a teaching certificate and commenced 
teaching at the Eckville Junior and Senior High 
School in 1965. In addition to teaching she 
operates the school library. 

Volli managed the farm operation until 1974 
after which he rented the land. They continue to 
live there, enjoying the home place which they 
have developed over the past 29 years. Their 
children return often on weekends and holidays 
to enjoy and appreciate the flowers and gardens, 
and the scenery of Medicine Valley. 














IE McCRADY FAMILY 
My mother, Reane, father, Homer John, sons 
— Herb (Sonny), Wilbur (Chick), Milo (Bill), 
Raymond and daughter, Ruth, moved from 
Drumheller to a farm in the Andrew school dis- 
trict. The farm was known as “The Canyon 
Place" because of the road that ran through it in 
a canyon between Charles Andrew and George 
Fraser of the Lockhart district. They arrived at 
the farm in the Easter holidays of 1930 and 
remained there until 1935 when they moved to a 
farm in the Lockhart district, 

Father had been raised on a farm in Missouri 
and carried some of his earlier memories into his 





farming in Alberta, causing him to be known as 
eccentric to some. 

One of his earlier efforts in raising hogs 
caused his neighbors to think he was in the bee 
business because when they looked down from 
the hills, his ““A’” huts for the pigs were mistaken 
for beehives. His basket rack for bundles was not 
a good design for the hills as the sloping sides 
allowed the Ioad to overhang too far and tip. 
Mules were not in common use in the area and 
ours caused a lot of excitement as they were 
always ready to run, buck, kick or bray In order 
to get attention. 

‘The McCrady home soon became quite a 
meeting place as my mother was one of the best 
cooks around and everybody was always 
welcome at our table. 

Herb had a bright yellow Ford roadster that 
caught the girls’ eyes, but Chick was usually the 
life of any party with his quick wit and yodelling. 

I (Bill of Rimbey) was the woodsman, hunter 
and the one to keep the home fires burning when 
the rest of the family went anywhere. Sister, 
Ruth, was my helper. We were likely given this 
duty as we were the youngest, except for baby, 
Roy. 

Later, our older sister, Mrs. Rounds, came 
back to the familly with her three children — Gor- 
don, Geraldine and Marion (Mrs. Paul Eckes, 
Eckville). She then moved to the Liner 
homestead where she took in Eunice Wells, a 
dwarf, and sister to Zeth Wells. 

I’m sure the years spent on “The Canyon 
Place” were the happiest of my life even if it did 
take two bushels of wheat to buy my dad’s tobac- 
co. We were never hungry but clothes were very 
well worn before being discarded, 


F. B. McTIGHE AND FAMILY 

Francis Bernard McTighe was born in 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in 1879, 

In 1905 he came from Holloway, Minnesota to 
homestead in Humbolt, Saskatchewan, where he 
met Eva Zengel. Eva was at her widowed 
mother’s homestead in the Humbolt district. 





Frank MeTigh. 


Eva McTighe. 

















Frank and Eva were married in Cranbrook, 
B.C. on November 11, 1909. 

Frank bought grain for the Alberta Pacific 
Company for a period of 17 years. 

In 1919 they bought three-quarters of land in 
the Gilby district and lived there until the fall of 
1948, when due to ill health, the farm was sold to 
Volli Matlisen, 

‘The following January he went to Vancouver 
and Salt Spring Island on a holiday, where he 
stayed six weeks, then returned to Alberta, 

He had previously bought a tract of virgin 
land in the Rocky Mountain House district, Sec. 
842.6-W5, now owned by Elleen Lawton, After 
Frank’s return from the coast, with the aid of a 
caterpillar and his boys, he began to get this un- 
der cultivation. While engaged in this endeavor 
death overtook him. 

Frank and Eva had five children; Maurice, 
living in Dawson Creek and Salt Spring Island, 
Eileen Lawton in the Gilby area, Phillip in Red 
Deer, George in Eckville and Nora (Mrs. 
Brodersen) of Winfield. 

Eva McTighe was a very kindly even- 
tempered lady, with a sense of humor, who made 
the most of things. She was dearly loved by her 
children and had a great number of friends. 

Besides her own family she helped raise 
nieces and nephews, boarded school teachers, 
Miss Agnes Anderson and Miss Lenore McLean, 
cooked for hired men and looked after less for: 
tunate men that Frank would bring home but she 
drew the line when Frank wanted to adopt two 
Little Indians, in their later years. She must have 
been tired. 

In 1936 people came to the McTighe's, with 
horses and fresnos, to level an area for a skating 
rink. Ice was made and a granary was used for a 
club house, where lunch was served. In summer 
tennis, baseball and horseshoe games were 
played on the levelled ground, 





Making skating eink at MeTighe's 1936, 


‘The sports activities were much enjoyed by 
all the young folks in the district and those com: 
ing a distance. 

‘After Frank passed on Eva married W. A. 
Saunders of Ponoka and lived there until his 
death 10 years later. 
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She then moved to Eckville and later to the 
Westview Lodge in Rocky Mountain House, 
where she spent her remaining years. 

‘Maurice, at a very early age, helped with the 
farming and was in charge of five to six hundred 
head of ewes for the summer, on a lease 20 miles 
from home, in the west country. 

In the spring with his sister, Eileen, the flock, 
his two dogs (Bob and Charlie), a covered wagon 
with a Jersey milk cow tied behind, they'd head 
west on a trip that took two days. Once settled in 
a shack, by a spring which came out of the side of 
the hill, his work would begin. He would shear 
the sheep, lamb out all the ewes, along with the 
care of keeping the sheep on the lease as it was 
not fenced. During the harvest, when Maurice 
Was needed at home, Phillip or George would 
take their turn at replacing him. 

One fall the loss of sheep was heavy from rus- 
ters and Frank was interested in sawmilling so 
the sheep industry was phased out 

Maurice then began to build roads and help 
set up the sawmill. He at one time cooked for a 
crew of eight men, on a heater, besides working 
with them on the road and when the mill was in 
operation he did the sawing. 

The mill was burned one winter and two years 
later a forest fire swept through burning a yard 
full of logs and the sawmill. 

‘Maurice escaped the fire along with Phil, but 
‘Maurice's nerves were bad so Frank sent him to 
Fulford Harbour where he bought a fishing boat 
“The Ulinston C”, and went into fishing 
business. He then married Tillie Akerman, from 
the Island and they went farming at Progress, 
ae 





There they raised a daughter, Mary Lory, two 
adopted children, Don and Jane and two foster 
children, Roy and Brenda. 

Maurice and Tillie have built_a house at 
Fulford and intend retiring there. For his good 
works and help to the Fathers in Progress dis- 
trict the Pope sent him a papal blessing. 

Eileen spent a great part of her earlier life in 
the west country and loved every minute of it, at 
the sheep camp, cooking at the sawmill and, in 
season, picking berries. 

In 1946 Eileen married Bob Alexander at Mill 
Bay, Vancouver Island. They adopted two 
children, John and Pat, but before Nan was of- 
ficlally adopted Bob passed away. 

Eileen then came back to Alberta and 
married Alick Lawton, Alick and Eileen 
adopted Nan and had two children of their own, 
Jim and Lorrie. 

Phillip enjoys living and people. He was ac- 
tive in hockey and baseball in his youth. He ran 
the steam engines at the sawmills and when his 
sister would go to the boiler room from the 
kitchen he would remark that she smelled of the 
Kitchen and would let out hisses of steam from 
the big throbbing engine. 

Phillip spent three and one-half years in the 
navy on the “Prince David’. In Vancouver, he 














‘met and married Sybil Green. When the war was 
over he settled north of the home place and there 
they raised a son and daughter, Wayne and 
Shirley 

Sybil passed away after a lengthy illness. Phil 
then went to work at the Red Deer General 
Hospital where he is still employed and as a 
sideline trains dogs. Phil married a widow, 
Peggy McDonald, trom Red Deer. 

George and Nora were the two youngest and 
were great pals. If they went horse trading with 
Pryce Andrew, who was working across the 
fence, in the field, George would always see to It 
that Nora was looked after, with a fur neck piece, 
even if she was barefooted 

Nora lost her garters so her mother 
threatened punishment if it were to happen 
again. That night at the supper table, mother 
was very much surprised when she looked down 
at her youngest daughter, and saw that on one 
leg she was wearing a polka dot bow tle and on 
the other a red plaid one — George was looking 
after his little sister 

George took over the farming of the land 
north of Rocky after his father passed on. He 
married his childhood sweetheart, Ruby Huseby. 
‘They later moved to Eckville where George 
worked for an oil company and for Skocdopole 
Const. Lid. There they ralsed two children, 
Susan and Bob. 

Nora spent some time on Salt Spring Island 
working in a store at Fulford Harbour. Later she 
picked fruit at Sannichton with her sister, 
Eileen, and when the season was over they took 
over a job painting a house and garage in that 
area. 

Nora returned to Alberta and married Dennis 
Brodersen, They lived in the Lockhart area for 
awhile, later moving to Winfield, on a farm, 
Where they raised a family of ten; Larry, Holly, 
Elden, Debra, Wayne, Layna, Bernie, Jilayn, 
Billy and Angela, 








OBORNE, ROY AND EDITH (LINDER) — by 
Edith Oborne 

Roy was born in Wisconsin, U.S.A., but grew 
up in the Bentley district. Twas born in Warren, 
Oregon, U.S.A. in 1908, and my folks, Karl and 
Emma Linder, moved to Alberta in 1911. I had 
my schooling at the Andrew school. 

Roy and T were married in 1931. We spent 
eight years buying grain and then farmed in the 
Bentley district and on the Linder farm north of 
Gilby. Later we moved northwest of Cochrane, 
Alberta, and ranched there until our retirement. 
We are now living at Crofton, B.C. on Vancouver 
Island, 

Our three sons are Allan, Boyd and Gordon, 
Allan, Myrna and family live in Black Diamond, 
‘They have two children — Lorna and Mitchell. 

Boyd and wife Edna (Kalev), and their 
children, Daryl and Janice, live in Cremona. 
Gordon, Jennifer and thelr children, 








Christine, Wesley and Lillian, also live in 
Cremona.’ 


PALM, FRANK AND HILMA — by Hazel An- 
drew 

Frank and Hilma Palm were the original 
owners of the NE 4-41.3-W5, (the late Charlie An- 
drew farm), homesteading from 1905 to 1915, 
when they sold out to Jim Clausen (no relation to 
Dan Clausen.) Frank and Hilma moved, and 
Frank worked at Manyberries and Red Lodge. 
‘They had four children. One son, Harold (now 
deceased) left one daughter, Diorah, living on 
Vancouver Island. Of the three daughters, Mrs, 
Ame (Gertie) Vanter Is buried in the Sylvan 
Lake Cemetery. Flora, who was married to a 
Doctor, is buried in Oregon, U.S.A. Another 
daughter, Mrs. John (Frances) Glotjan, who 
living in Naniamo, B.C, has one daughter, 








Mr, and Mrs. Frank Palm, Elie Lami, Emil Heino, Wille 
Scaudinger, Gust Mai 


Frank and Hilma separated and in 1930 Frank 
left for Russia, where he married his second wife 
in 1931. Her name also was Hilma. She passed 
away in 1944 and is buried in Kaijala Bielo 
March. Frank passed away in 1937 at the age of 
50 years, and is buried in Russia. 

‘Jim Clausen farmed the land until 1919 or 
1920, when he sold to Mrs. Elizabeth Bradley of 
Calgary. Jim was a bachelor. T was unable to 
find atiy record as to where he had gone from 

ere. 





EDWARD PAULL FAMILY—by Sharyn Paull 

In October, 1972 we purchased the Davie 
Kurzman farm and moved into the Gilby district. 
‘We were not complete strangers to this area as I 
Was born and raised in the Rimbey-Bentley area. 
Edward, everyone else calls him Ed, was raised 
in the Bentley area. Both of our parents are still 
living at Bentley. 

We had two girls, Pamela aged five and 
Leanda, aged three when we decided to start 
farming. The next summer we had a boy Jayson 
Gay). 

In 1974 we were able to purchase a half. 















section southeast of where we live, buying the 
land from Charley Walker. Everyone calls that 
land the Dvornek and Carl Johnson place. 

Along with our farming, Edward works for 
Hudson's Bay Oil and Gas, he has been employed 
with this company for nearly 12 years. 

One of these days, with any lick, we hope to 
be full time farmers and enjoy our farm life and 
good neighbors more. 





PEDERSON, JOH! 
Irwin 

John Pederson was born in Norway in 1869, 
He'came to the U.S.A. and stayed for a short 
while In Illinois. While here he married Mary 
Peterson, who was also from Norway, and had 
been born in 1869. After thelr marriage the cou: 
ple made thelr home in Minnesota, until 1919 
when they moved to the Gilby district, settling on 
the NE 32-40-3-W5, My parents bought the farm 
through a land agent, O. Norem. Charles Kemila 
had been the previous owner. 

Upon arriving, we were surprised to see that 
cattle had taken shelter In our home. The door 
had been left open and livestock ran “at large” 
In those days. 

There were four boys and four girls in our 
family. While in Minnesota a girl passed away in 
infancy. The seven children coming to Canada 
and the years of their births were: Magnus — 
1898, Albert — 1899 (deceased in 1933), Herman 
= 1900, Elmer — 1901, Bertha (Molander) — 
3005, Olga Erwin) — 1966, and Julia (Lauritsen) 
= 19183 

We were all kept busy, as we milked 25 cows, 
‘The cows were housed in the large barn which 
was demolished only a few years ago. We also 
had many pigs which were fed the milk. The 
cream was taken to Eckville by team and 
shipped, by train, to the Dairy Pool creamery at 
Allx. 

Herman resides in Rimbey and was 
predeceased by his wife, Evelyn. 

‘Magnus and Elmer are living on the home 
place. Furnishings must have been well con: 
structed in those days, as my brothers are still 
using the same large Usona cook stove that they 
brought with them in 1919. Many a meal has been 
cooked on the stove and, in spite of continuous 
use, it is still in good condition. 

‘My mother passed away in 1946 and my father 
in 1980, They are buried in the Gilby Cemetery 


E. — by a daughter Olga 














PETERSON, PETER AND CARRIE — recalled 
by Vivian (Forsell) Ogilvie Wis and SE 34-40% 
ws 





Carrie was first married to Mr. Olsen and to 
this union was born one daughter, Esther. A 
logging accident took the life of Mr. Olsen. He 
was hauling a load of lumber south of the 
homestead (NW 34-40-3-W4), when the load slid 
and caught Mr. Olsen, killing him in about 1905. 

Peter Peterson, a bachelor and homesteader 
living nearby, married Carrie Olsen and they 

















Mr. and Mrs. P, Peterson and davghter Esther Olson, about 
1908, 


made their home on the NW 4. It was this cow: 
ple, along with Esther, who were guests at the 
Forsell boarding house in Seattle, Washington. 

Esther married a man by the name of 
“Whitey” Murphy and they lived on the SW 34-40- 
3-W5. In 1935 misfortune struck them and their 
large hip roofed house and valuable contents 
were completely destroyed by fire. The Murphys 
then built the cottage-type dwelling that is still 
on the Roy Andrew farm. 

Carrie died in Calgary in 1935 and was buried 
there. As far as Is known Esther and Peter Peter- 
son spent thelr last days together in Bellingham, 
Washington, 

Peter and Carrie Peterson had many 
different families living in their buildings and 
renting the land. So that those pioneers be not en- 
tirely forgotten we are including as many as can 
be remembered in the Peterson history 

Living on the NW 34 was the John Saari fami- 
ly who later moved to the Saima district. Then 
came Carl Hule, a bachelor, who lived there with 
his brother, August and wife. About 1925 the Hule 
Bros. had a sale and the three of them went back 
to Estonia, Andrew Frederickson, a bachelor 














and hired hand, was also employed by the Peter- 
sons. Andrew’s living quarters were in a small 
shanty, close to the Peterson dwelling. He died in 





‘The SW 34 also had many occupants. In the 
early "20s a family by the name of Crane resided 
on the quarter and were succeeded by Esther 
and “Whitey” Murphy. The Whitaker family 
then rented the three quarters. A hot day in the 
middle of May 1939 was a tragic one for them as 
one of their sons was killed by lightning and the 
other was seriously burned. ‘The brothers were 
fencing at the time. In March, 1940 the Whitakers 
had a sale. 

Esther Murphy then sold the land to Edward 
Moro. A very enterprising farmer and 
businessman, Ed and his wife, Hilda, soon had 
many superior buildings erected on the 
farmstead. The property much improved, Ed 
sold and went to other challenges. 





QUINN, JOHN 
John Quinn emigrated from County Down, 
Ireland, He worked as fireman on the C.P.R. 
passenger trains in the Big Valley area and lived 
Alberta for several years. 
821 he bought the Wi of 641-3.W through 
0. T. Norem land agent. 

One evening while visiting the Lester Dobbs 
family and relating a humorous story he tilted 
the kitchen chair, thinking the wall was behing 
him, as it was only a curtain, he fell into the 
bedroom hall. Another time he ended a tall tale 
by slapping his leg, igniting a box of matches. He 
ran outside, gripping his pocket, to save burning 
himself, 

He farmed with horses and also raised 
Clydesdales of which he was very proud, 

In 1949 he sold the farm to Jervel Maddox, 
upon retiring. Mr. Quinn lived in a hotel in 
Calgary until he was hospitalized for a brief time 
before his death 

Marie and John Wilson lived there for several 
years. Tom Maddox now owns it. 

“This S.W. 6-41-3-W5 was homesieaded by Mike 
Sestrap about 190. 











RAABIS, JOHN AND ROSALIE — by Jean 
Raabis Hutchison 

In 1903 John Raabis immigrated to Canada 
from his native Estonia, as did many more 
Estonians, and settled in’ the Medicine Valley. 
‘When he arrived he filed on his homestead about 
one and one-half miles north of where the Gilby 
store now stands, on SW-32-40-3-W5. His wife, 
Rosalle, along with others, and her young son, 
Harry arrived in 1904 from their “homeland, 
Arriving in Red Deer, they were met by Mr. Kin- 
na, who had gone in by team and wagon to pick 
them up and take them to their new homes. 

A trip to Red Deer in those early years was a 
three-day affair by team and wagon. They would 
go as far as Sylvan Lake the first day and stay 








overnight with a family that later became very 
00d friends. The next day they would continue 
on to Red Deer and do their business and return 
to Sylvan Lake that night. On the third day they 
would continue the trip, arriving home that 
night. This journey certainly was a highlight in 
their lives. 

‘The roads were nothing but bush trails in 
those days and traveling was very slow. Thelr 
first home was a log cabin which they built 
themselves. These were very difficult and trying 
times for them. 

During the winter months of those first few 
years John, along with other settlers, went to 
‘work on the railroad at Kananaskis while their 
wives remained on the homestead to look after 
their cattle and take care of their children. In 
order to be able to plant a garden, land had to be 
cleared. The bush was very thick and it was very 
hard work to clear the necessary plot of ground, 

In 1909 Rosalie gave birth to her second son, 
Carl John, and in 1911 their daughter, Louise, 
was born. ‘Bush partridge, jack rabbit and fish 
were plentiful in those early years. Flour, sugar, 
salt, tea and coffee were the main staples which 
were bought. Wild berries were picked in the 
summertime and made into preserves for the 
winter months. From their garden they were 
able to store vegetables that would see them 
through the winter. 

‘These first settlers were very hard-working 
people, and provided most of their own needs. 
‘There were many bad times and good ones, butt 
think most would agree that the good times sur: 
passed the bad. House parties, picnics and 
visiting your neighbors was the’ only form of 
entertainment In those early years, so quite a 
community spirit emerged. 

In 1916 Rosalie fell and broke her leg. She was 
taken to Rimbey to the hospital but about ten 
days later gangrene had set in and she was taken 
to Lacombe, where she had it amputated. This 
incident was very hard on her, her husband and 
thelr young children. Neighbors were very kind, 
though, and somehow they managed. In the 
following years she had an artificial leg and was 
able to do her own work. Besides looking after 
her home and family, she was a mid-wife for 
many years. She delivered several bables for 
many iadies in the area. Some of thelr families 
or descendants still live in the Medicine Valley. 

In 1921 the Raabis family was saddened by 
the death of Harry, the eldest son. He died un- 
dergoing an operation on his leg. 

In 1928 Mrs. Marie Hermanson, John's sister 
came from the Old Country and made her home 
with them. 

In 1937 Carl Raabis married me (Jean 
Hutchinson) and we lived on the homestead with 
Carl's folks until 1941, when the senior Raabis’ 
moved into the house that their daughter Louise 
had had built. Louise had gone to work in 
Eckville in 1938 for Mr. Ferris, a merchant. She 
was married in 1940 to Alfred Isaacson, son of 




















‘Mr. and Mrs. Fred Isaacson, They made their 
home in Eckville and later moved to the farm, 

In December of 1941, Grandpa Raabis was 
hurt in an accident he’had while driving his 
horses. He died from those injuries. His sister, 
‘Marie Hermanson, died the following year, 1942, 
and her death left Grandma Raabis alone. A 
year later Louise and Alfred moved to the farm 
and Grandma Raabis lived with them until her 
death in June of 1949. AAll three of these old folks 
are buried in the Gilby cemetery. 

Carl and I had three sons, George, Tom and 
Terry. They attended the Andrew School until it 
was closed when the Consolidated School 
Divisions were forced. Then they were bused to 
Eckville where they finished their schooling. 

Carl sold the homestead quarter to his sister, 
so it still remains in the family. He was 
employed by the County of Lacombe from 1949 to 
1958, He then operated a gravel crusher for 
Hopisins Construction for several years. 

In 1958 our son George left home to work at 
Banff and then apprenticed there to become a 
mechanic. He received his journeyman’s papers 
In December of 1962. He was married in 1964 to 
Florence Kelly, of the Bentley district. She had 
two children, a boy and a girl, from a previous 
marriage. George adopted them and he and 
Florence have one son of their own. They live in 
British Columbia where George is assistant 
foreman with the Department of Highways. 

Tom, our second son, married Mary Crouch 
of Condor in 1962. At that time Tom was 
employed at the co-op store prior to his 
marriage. He stayed there until 1965, when he 
moved to Red Deer and was employed by Red 
Deer Packers until 1968. When the Canada 
Packers opened in Red Deer in 1968 he 
transferred and has been employed there ever 
since. They make their home in Red Deer and 
have two daughters and one son. 

Terry had gone to Edmonton in 1962 to go on 
the staff of McLeods Store there. He remained 
there for about six years. In 1964 Terry was 
married to Beverley Smith of Three Hills. They 
moved to Red Deer in 1968 and Terry appren- 
ticed to become an electrician. He is now a 
journeyman electrician. They make thelr home 
in Red Deer and have two children, a boy and a 
irl 

In 1966 I was employed by the Red Deer Nurs- 
ing Home and worked there for 10% years, retir- 
ing in February of 1977. Carl has been employed 
since 1966 by a company that sells chemicals, 
fuel, and so forth in the oll fields, and is still with 
them. We make our home in Blackfalds, Alberta. 


NE 28-40-3-W5 

In 1931 Carl Rangen moved to his father’s 
(Albert T. Rangen) homestead where he resided 
until his passing. The farmstead was on the west, 
side of the quarter and Carl batched for 10 years 
before marrying. In 1948 the family moved their 
building site to the main road, where a lovely 
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hedge of poplars had been planted. After Carl's 
passing his wife, Audrey, had a farm sale in 
November, 1972. (see Leedale) 

Glenn Rangen then became the owner of the 
quarter and he in turn had the farmstead made 
into an acreage, which was bought by Barry and 
‘Mary Moxness in August, 1977. This couple have 
two children, Michael and Lisa, and are from 
Red Deer. 


SAMBROOK, JAMES H. 

March 21, 1924 was not only the beginning of a 
new season, for another much-loved and very 
hungry being was born at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. ‘Samuel “Tim” Sambrooke, Being the 
“porn’” in mention, I remember iittle of that 
birthday or the spring; some of the following 
ones held more for me. The first spring that I 
recall Included mountains of snow, and moun- 
tains of what later proved to be wood blocks. The 
latter were brought into the house, but the 
former were not. Later in the spring the moun- 
tains of snow turned to little rivers, sloughs and 
small lakes, and the wood mountain turned to 
what my mother said was all out of bounds. 
Spring meant water, birds, small animals, 
green leaves, snakes and frogs. 

‘Summer, berry season, fall, Christmas, all 
held me in a state where my elders wished there 
was more of spring's attractions at hand, I'm 
sure. The great dust clouds were tolerable, “that 
came about that time” if I was closed behind the 
hhouse doors, although at some times Father had 
Some problems assuring Mother and T that all 
was we 

More sombre things were in store. Off to An. 
drew school for eight years. At that time it 
seemed to me that money could be mine by work: 
Ing, and not by going to school. Later Iwas off to 
the gralnfields, trucks and sawmills. At about 20 
years of age, bricks, plaster and stucco became 
the focus of my attention. After about 15 years 
employment with this kind of work, I became 
allergic to some part of the business — maybe 
the work! 

1 then reviewed the surroundings for some 
kind of work to fulfill my money requirements, 
and the oilfield seemed to be the answer. After 
five years in the “oil patch” other requirements 
seeriied needed to be looked after. I viewed the 
surroundings again, and at Alliance on April 29, 
1960 I was married fo Jean Sheppard of Alliance. 
Of this marriage we are blessed with three sons, 
Gregory, Graham, Garth, and a daughter, 
Margo. A son, Colin, passed away at age nine 
months on December 4, 1962. We have since been 
transferred to Rocky Mountain House, where we 
now live. 


SAMBROOK, JULIEN K. 

‘Julien K.’Sambrook was born November 3, 
1916 in Lacombe, Alberta, and is the oldest living 
son of Samuel S. Sambrook and Ethel Sambrook 
of the Gilby district. In November of 1917 a 








brother, Samuel, arrived, and the Sambrook 
household was soon echoing to the laughter and 
sometimes screams of two pair of lusty lungs. A 
third brother, Harlan, arrived in March 1923 to 
join the Sambrook household. 

‘The Samuel Sambrook family were all 
blessed with good hearty appetites and no time 
was lost getting the chairs up to the table when 
the time was opportune. While it may be con- 
sidered a good omen to be blessed with a good 
appetite, there were times when the demand 
almost exceeded the supply. Father Sambrook 
‘was a good hunter and whenever the larder was 
getting low a brief jaunt to the hills west of the 
homestead was all that was necessary to 
replenish the meat supply. 

‘The “dirty thirties” came and went, and the 
second World War was upon us. My brother Sam 
joined up immediately, and thus started a 
lifetime career as a soldier. Julien remained on 
the farm, known as the NE 33-40-3-W5. He 
married Laura Robson in November, 1941, and 
set about building a small dwelling as soon as his 
efforts at a saw mill had produced enough 
lumber. Money was scarce, and Julien and his 
wife worked in the lumber camps during the 
winter months. Such was the case in late 
December of 1943, when his father passed away. 
‘Leaving their employment at the mill where they 
were being paid $200 a month clear for their com- 
bined efforts they returned to the farm. Purchas- 
ing the farm from his mother, he and his wife 
began farming in earnest. 

‘In August of 1952, while polio was rampant 
throughout Alberta, Julien fell prey to the virus. 
By 1996 it was apparent that he would have to 
give up the life of a farmer and try something 
that required less physical stamina. In April of 
that year he held a sale, after which he began 
working for the Eckville Co-op Livestock 
Marketing Association. In 1958 Julien opened an 
insurance office, and remains at this work at the 
time of writing in 1978. 

‘Two chosen sons Were added to the family 
over the years, Roland in 1952 and William in 
1962. 


SAMBROOKE, SAMUEL EARL 
muel Earl Sambrooke was born on the 
homestead on November 9, 1917 and spent his 
earliest years in a continuing search for food. His 
problem was caused not by a food shortage, but 
rather by his inability to hold enough to meet his 
inner demands. Despite his shortcomings he 
managed to complete the curriculum at the An- 
drew School at age 13 and then offered his skills 
and talents to the labour force of that day 
His timing couldn’t have been worse, as the 
ther attractive wages of the 1920’s had been 
wiped out by the stock market crash in 1929 and 
he thus commenced work at the very depth of the 
great depression. All youngsters of that time 
were faced with almost 10 years of rock bottom 
wages, $1 a day in summer, $2 to $2.50 for 

















harvesting. The jobless thousands In the cities 
posed no threat to the jobs for the farm kids who 
had strong backs and callouses on their hands, 
‘The local farmers were a very tolerant lot, who 
gave the local boys preference, probably more 
out of a feeling of social responsibility than 
anything else. 

‘Sam was an indifferent worker who sought 
‘employment only because it was necessary to 
meet his everyday needs. Distant lands and 
great green pastures beyond the hills bore a 
strong attraction for him. When the war broke 
out he went overseas with the army. There, dur. 
ing six years of war, he proved, if nothing else, 
that he had a strong survivor instinct. Returning 
to Eckville in 1945, he farmed for a while In the 
Lockhart district before he returned to the army 
to round out his 25 years of service. 

After release from the service he and wife, 
Margery, (a native of Winnipeg) operated a 
‘small niotel in Penticton, B.C. until they sold out 
in 1976. They are now retired and living in Van- 
couver, B.C., the land of liquid sunshine. 

One daughter, Elizabeth (Tillie) now Mrs. 
Richard Kotylak, lives on a farm at Waskatenau, 
Alberta, along with her husband and three 
children. A step-son, Jim, resides in Vancouver. 


SAMBROOKE, SIDNEY (TIM) AND FAMILY 

Samuel S. Sambrooke was born on January 3, 
1882 and spent his early years in a small village 
n the outskirts of Wolverhampton, Staffordshire 
County, England; the oldest boy in a family of 
three boys and four girls. At the age of 11 years, 
his education being completed, he joined hi 
father working at a blast furnace in a steel mill 
‘There, for 12 hours a day, six days a week he 
hammered out axe-heads for the New Zealand 
and Canadian markets. Pay was poor, about a 
shilling a day, and the future not particularly 
bright. 

‘The rather straight-laced life in the class- 
conscious English society that offered little other 
than music lessons, singing in the choir and 
membership in the Guild did not appeal widely to 
the young men of that day. The C.P.R. adver: 
tised widely of the excellent opportunities that 
existed in Canada, and “Go West, young man, Go 
West’’ was the clarion cry of the times. Young 
Sammy, although ultra-conservative by his 
background and training, was sufficiently non- 
conformist to yearn for something different. 
Finally, in the spring of 1903, he had saved suf- 
ficient money to book passage from Liverpool to 
Winnipeg. Had he chosen to take with him one of 
the axe heads that he had produced in quantity 
instead of a 38 calibre pistol, he would have been 
better prepared for the trials that lay ahead. 

Aboard ship he met another Englishman of 
his own age, by the name of George Beddoes, 
‘who was also booked to Winnipeg. They became 
close friends and travelled the same trails for the 
rest of their lives. 

‘Somewhere along the way Sammy dropped 




















his Christian name (could you blame him?) and 
went by the name of “Tim”. Also for some inex- 
plicable reason he dropped the last letter from 
his surname, thus explaining why some 
members of that family spell the name difterent- 
ly, depending on their particular viewpoint. 

On arrival at Winnipeg, George and Tim soon 
found that Englishmen were not in great demand 
in the farming community, but they managed to 
get employment even though little pay was in- 
volved. Before long they learned to harness the 
horses and hook them fo the plow and perform 
other routine farm tasks. Tim always nursed a 
particular dislike to milking cows because, to 
use his words, “It's pretty tough in the cold 
weather, milking with your mitts on”. As most 
farms required farm hands to milk cows at least 
during the winter, Tim found it more conventent 
to work in the logging camps near Kenora, On- 
fario, returning to the prairie in the summer- 
time, 

He was soon joined by his younger brother, 
Amold, who had returned trom service with the 
British’ Cavalry in the Boer War. The group of 
future farmers had now become a trio. Arnold 
became nicknamed “Dick” by which name he 
was best known throughout the rest of his life. 

It soon became apparent to this group of 
tenderfeet that no homestead land was available 
in the arable portion of Manitoba. They conned 
the Immigration Agent at Winnipeg into belev. 
ing that they were qualified, as newly arrived 
immigrants, to reduced fare to Calgary. After 
fortifying themselves on beer and free crackers 
and cheese at a hotel near the station at Calgary 
‘Tim and Dick looked for work while George Bed- 
does took the train to Lacombe where, by proxy, 
he filed on four quarters of land —one for each of 
the ‘“Three Musketeers", and also one for his 
younger brother, Len, who by that time had 
arrived in Winnipeg. George then journeyed all 
the way back to Winnipeg, picked up his brother 
and returned to Calgary to rejoin the Sambrooks. 
‘Thus in November 1905 the two sets of brothers 
finally arrived in Lacombe where they legally 
filed on their land through the Government Land 
Agent, one Frank Vicarson. They then faced 
westward to locate their Bonanza, 

Having no equipment, and littie other gear, 
they easily negotiated transportation to Bentley 
with John Veefkin, who hauled freight for the 
Bentley Mercantile. At Bentley they obtained a 
night's lodging and meals, then proceeded on 
foot to Jabez McPherson's saw-mill in the 
Lockhart district. Here they found employment 
at $1.a day less a small charge for meals. As the 
food was excellent, the greenhorns felt they had 
struck it rich, a tar ery from their days in 
Manitoba where the meager fare had reduced 
them to skin and bones 

‘The winter of 1905-1906 was extremely mild, 
necessitating the transportation of logs to the 
mill by team and wagon, but it provided a fine 
opportunity for the new landowners to locate and 


























appraise their previously selected acreages. 
‘They found that they lay on or near the township 
line between Townships 40 and 41 and not too far 
from the mill itself. Their land was situated as 
follows: George Beddoes, NE 35-40-3-W5; Len 
Beddoes, NW 35-40-3-W5; Tim Sambrook, NE 33- 
'40-3-W5; ‘Dick Sambrook, NW 3-41-3-W5. 

‘There were three situated high and dry in the 
Medicine Lodge Hills, Dick’s quarter was strad- 
dle the ridge Immediately to the north of one of 
the highest features (Rabbit Hill) and Tim was 
located on the western slope. The question of the 
soil or difficulty of clearing land did not worry 
them whatsoever. The most important in- 
gredient, "good hunting”, was situated right on 
the doorstep! 

Since they had no tools, farm equipment or 
horses, their efforts at bullding cabins 
progressed slowly, but as the country was dotted 
with areas of good solid fire-killed timber, they 
made some progress with little other tools than 
an axe. In the summer of 1906 more 
homesteaders appeared in the immediate area. 
Carl and Dad Thomas arrived on the east half of 
section three with two wagon loads of effects 
pulled by four huge oxen. The Thomas’ were 
originally from Ontario, had spent some time in 
the gold rush at Dawson City, Yukon Territories 
and had obtained the equipment and oxen in Van- 
couver. The bulls were huge brutes, weighing 
almost a ton each, and had been employed in the 
clearing of Granville Street in Vancouver before 
making the pilgrimage to the homestead. The 
‘Thomas’ erected a solid log cabin on their land, 
during the fall of 1906. This cabin reflecting good 
workmanship with its dove-talled corners Is 
standing on its original location, having served 
in many different capacities in the 70 years of its 
existence. The land is now owned by Philip 
Gyori. 

‘Affer the arrival of the bulls the bachelors 
made more rapid progress toward proving up 
thelr homesteads. The powerful but docile brutes 
gave reliable service at all times except “fly 
time” when they would sometimes panic, throw 
thelr tails in the alr and head for the tall timber, 
taking with them the plow, the wagon, or 
whatever. The ox-yoke used at that time can still 
be seen at Julien Sambrooke's residence in 
Eckville, 

‘The Thomas’ were somewhat more affluent 
than the rest of the bachelors, as they had 
amassed a few dollars in the Yukon and were 
thus able to devote full time to farm develop: 
ment. The remainder wandered far afield, seek- 
ing work to supply the winter larder. During the 
summer of 1907 Tim and Len worked at construe. 
tion of the cement plant at Exshaw. In the fall 
they returned to the homestead with three 
Cayuses they had bought from the Indians on a 
reservation at Morley. These ponies were of 
limited use as farm animals and spent most of 
their idie moments trying to escape back to the 
reservation. Not untii they had raised colts on 








the homesteads did they settle down to their new 
life. 

Winter was a time of celebration in the new 
community as the bachelors re-assembled to 
swap yarns and display their newly acquired 
possessions. They conducted the fall hunt to lay 
in a good supply of meat and thousands of rounds 
of ammunition were expended in skill-at-arms 
competitions. The stewing pot was always on, 
and though they frequently sang “We are poor 
but we are proud and we're particular,” any high 
degree of fussiness wasn’t alway apparent. The 
appointed cook for the day always had to fleld 
lots of complaints, such as ‘“Too many pellets in 
the rabbit stew’; ‘The partridge has been hang- 
ing a month too long” 

‘The winter was a convenient time to dig the 
well. Tim selected a bullding site in the NE cor- 
ner of his quarter, offering a panoramic view of 
the valley, good drainage, and everything 
seemed right until it came time to get water. 
After digging through rock, shale and blue clay 
for 40 feet, he gave up and moved down to the 
flat, where he got water in 20 feet of easy dig- 
ging. 

When the bachelors felt the need for more 
sophisticated forms of entertainment they could 
always find it by hiking to Bentley. There they 
practiced their barbershop quartets while Tim 
Te-acquainted himself with the plano, He had 
also spent the long nights in the cabin practising 
on the violin, much to his mates’ displeasure. 
Many of the married folks in Bentley were quite 
young and readily participated in activities. C. 
F. Damron teamed up with Frank Thorpe to 
compose little parodies about the local 
characters, which they would sing and recite at 
the dances during the intermissions. Tim Sam- 
brook at that time was very proud of a new fur 
coat which he maintained was genuine raccoon. 
His friends agreed it might be coyote, but the 
village dogs were certain it was goat and treated 
it accordingly. Also at that time he was being 
chided about making only a token contribution to 
the church building fund, so a parody on the big- 
Lime spender soon appeated. It ran something as 
follows 
‘Tim Sambrook, we note, has got a new coat 
He surely keeps our eyes a blinkin’ 

‘When he got his new coat, he gave them his note 
And they took it, of course, without thinkin’, 
To church he did go, and he made a good show 
Till they passed round the plate with the chink in 
He showed his good will, with a ten dollar bill 
But dropped in a dime, without thinkin’, 

E. St. John O'Neill, who later bought the Len 
Beddoes homestead, also was selected. He was 
pretty well a confirmed bachelor even at that 
time and never did get married, but must have at 
one time had notions of romance, His ditty was, 
brief 
‘Then there is this singing O'Neill, for whom we 

all feel 
His own clothes he does wash and does rinse 

















Fell in love no doubt, but it didn’t turn out 
And he hasn't loved anyone since. 

‘Thus the single men added their contribution 
to the entertainment of the day. Most all of them 
at one time or another found themselves the 
target of C. F.'s pointed pen. Humor was often 
quite personal and always uncomplimentary, 
ut everyone took It in good grace, as it was con: 
sidered better to be ribbed than ignored. 

But the carefree days couldn't last forever. 
‘The sounds of revelry eventually gave way to 
sounds of bables crying in the night as one by one 
the bachelors got married and adopted a more 
serious attitude toward the future. The 
homesteads were fenced, a few acres broken and 
the land was qualified as being proven up. 

In 1912 Tim Sambrook married Ethel C. Reed, 
who was teaching at the Bentley school, Ethel 
was born in 1884 in Iowa, U.S.A. Her mother had 
died during childbirth and she had been raised 
by an aunt and uncle at Moville, Iowa, U.S.A., 
where she attended school and obtained her 
teaching certificate. After teaching school in 
Iowa for a time she travelled to Alberta to rejoin 
her father, who had immigrated earlier and 
located at Ponoka. After attending Alberta 
College in Edmonton to obtain an Alberta 
teachers’ certificate, she taught school in two 
locations in Alberta before arriving at Bentley in 
1910. 





‘Samuel (Tim) Sambrook and wife Ethel 


After their marriage in 1912 Tim and Ethel 
lived for a time in the log cabin on Dick Sam- 
brook’s homestead, as It boasted two rooms. 
With the help and technical direction of John 
Kurzman, who had located on the NE 4-41-W3, 
‘Tim erected a frame structure (two rooms and a 
path), which Dick plastered inside. This house, 
without a doubt, took the prize as the coldest 
house in the whole world, the Government of the 
day didn’t offer any grants toward insulation, 
elther. Ethel taught school for a year at the An- 








drew school before the children commenced 
arriving on the scene, 

Five children, all boys, were born to the cou- 
ple, two of whom died at birth or shortly after. 
‘The first of the survivors, born November 3, 1916, 
was named Julien Kitchener, after two World 
War I military leaders. The second son followed 
In 1917, and, following the century long tradition 
of Samuels, was unofficially christened “The 
Prince of Wails” for obvious reasons. The third 








son, James Harlan, was born in March, 1923. 





Tim Sambrook, Ethel Sambrook and son Sam Sambiock 


‘The Bjornson Brothers of Bentley made a 
tour of the district during the years of World War 
I with a well-drilling outfit, and most of the 
homesteaders availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to obtain a good supply of water. With 
water available, the Sambrooks started raising a 
small herd of cattle and some pigs, the place 
started to resemble a farm, but many disap- 
ointments still lay ahead. 

‘The parents both contracted the flu in the 
deadly epidemic of 1918, and narrowly escaped 
death, Dick Sambrook happened to call by just 
as everything was freezing solid. Tim and Ethel, 
both delirious with fever, didn’t even know their 
own names, much less being able to feed the 
children or look after the stock. Dick started the 
fires, fed the children, took care of the livestock 
and within a few hours the crisis had passed, 
with no casualties. The extremely long cold 
winter didn’t pass quickly and the long-drawn- 
out spring of 1919 saw the fledgling herd of cattle 
finally crawl away and dle just as the grass was 
about to commence growth. The debts incurred 
for feed at 25¢ a bundle (in the stook and covered 
with snow) took a number of years to pay off. 

‘The “roaring twenties” brought some relief 
to the beleaguered farmers as grain and hog 
prices were quite good, and the weather co- 
operative. Tim bought a C.P.R. quarter a half 
mile west of the homestead, which he called 
“The Swamp”. It offered about 50 acres that was, 


easily brought under cultivation and the 
remainder varied from pasture land to impossi- 
ble bog. But times were good; only the 
pessimists worried about tomorrow. ‘They would 
have been better off if they had, as the hungry 
“thirties” were just around the corner. 

No attempt will be made here to give an ac- 
count of that period of suffering that reached into 
every household and left its scars on the per- 
sonality of so many. Tim Sambrook had suffered 
throughout his life with a serious thyrold condi- 
tion for which medical science at that time had 
provided no cure. This condition affected his 
temperament, causing deep pessimism to take 
over from periods of high optimism. He seldom 
lost his sense of humor, but frequently lost his 
sense of direction of farm operations. 

‘The demands of the depression contributed to 
the development of a small enterprise of the 
Sambrook farm that was quite successful. 
Because little money could be raised from other 
farm products, Tim started to raise raspberries 
and strawberries on a commerical basis. In a 
‘community that had long relied on the canning of 
fruit for the winter months, and the fact that 
over-grazing in the hills had destroyed the wild 
fruit, this project enjoyed a surprising measure 
of success. 

‘The war years brought about a man-power 
shortage, pickers could no longer be found, and it 
was necessary to plow up what had been a 
reliable source of revenue. It is interesting now, 
many years later, and after many unexplained 
changes in the value of goods, to compare the 
relative value of a case of berries against the 
value of other commodities at that time. A case 
of berries (24 pint baskets) brought $3. A select 
bacon market hog brought $5. A pair of G.W.G. 
cowboy kings cost $1.45. A two-year-old steer 
brought $40. The prices’ quoted were those of 
about 1936 or 1937, and you can place your own 
estimate on the farm value of these same com. 
modities today, but you will readily see why that 
was the time “‘to be in the berries”. 

‘Tim Sambrook's health deteriorated steadily, 
and in December of 1943 he passed on to his 
reward. Ethel lived on in the family home 
alongside that of her son Julien and his wife, 
Laura, for a number of years before moving 
back fo Bentley to live with her youngest son. 
Suffering from reduced mobility in 1959, she 
moved back to Eckville for a time before it was 
finally necessary for her to obtain full-time care 
in the Rimbey Hospital for Senfor Citizens. She 
passed away In December, 1964 and was laid to 
rest, alongside her husband and one son, in the 
Bentley Cemetery. 

‘The story of the Tim Sambrook elders is not 
one of great successes or impressive ac- 
complishments, but rather one of perseverance 
in the face of great odds, an ability to laugh about 
thelr own shortcomings, and go back at it again. 
It does depict rather graphically how ill- 
equipped and basically unsuited at least some of 























the early homesteaders were for the trials in- 
volved in the great land adventure of the early 
twentieth century, 

They had a wide circle of friends in both the 
Lockhart and Medicine Valley. Their life-long 
friends, Len (now 93 years old) and Flora Bed- 
does are still hale and hearty, living in their own 
home in Penticton. The friendship between the 
two families has now endured for 75 years and 
holds chances of many more years duration, 
Without the assistance of the Beddoes’ keen 
memory, this writer would have been unable to 
relate the many facets of life in the early days on 
the township line. 


SAUNDERS, GLADYS (ANDREW) 

‘My parents were William and Alice Andrew, 
homesteaders of the Gilby district. After com: 
pleting Grade 9 at Andrew School I took a course 
at the Olds School of Agriculture, in 1926, and in 
the fall of 1928 went to work at a general store, 
for Charles Rolston, in Rimbey. There I met and 
married Lester Saunders. We managed different 
businesses in Rimbey after we had farmed for 
Lester's dad for four years, 

In 1950 we moved to Ponoka where Lester was 
assistant-secretary for the Municipal District, 
which later became the County of Ponoka. He 
was secretary for 23 years, Upon his retirement 
we enjoyed fishing anid travelling. Lester passed 
away in May 1977 and is buried in the Forest 
Home Cemetery, Ponoka. 

We have two sons, Donald and Gerald, Donald 
is Ponoka’s town manager and he has two 
children, Blaine and Sharon. Gerald took an elec: 
trical course at S.A.LT. and has worked for 
Calgary Power for 19 years, still working for 
them at Brazeau, He lives ‘three miles from 
Drayton Valley and drives with three others to 
work, 35 miles away. His two children are Karen 
and Randy. 

1 am still living in Ponoka where I belong toa 
number of organizations. 





SCHOOL PICNICS OF THE 30's 

‘The end of the year picnic — a very happy 
day, 

Always sunny and dry in the morning, 
although it usually seemed to rain enough to stop 
the last ball game! 

‘The unusual sight of your neighbors dressed 
up. All the new babies in their little soft muslin 
dresses. 

Blue jeans hadn't been invented. 

No one wore “overalls” to the picnic, 

White shirts, suit pants and new caps. 

Ladies in fluffy organdy dresses or bright 
flowered prints. 

Kids barefoot for the races; cars polished; 

Little new colored “‘anklets” worn with can- 
vas shoes. 

Courting couples parked in cars to watch the 
ball game in delicious solitude, unless the 
boyfriend was on the team, Then the girls stood 











at home base, cheering until they lost their 


voices, 

‘That was the “thing to do”. If one didn’t have 
a boyfriend, it was dreary! 

Everyone enjoyed our school yard, for it was 
on a hill, and the ladies and babies could put 
down blankets to sit on and watch from above the 
softball diamond, 

Every lady tried to have home grown 
radishes ready for her potato salad. The men 
took turns cranking the Ice-cream freezer. After- 
noon rain in the lemonade! Remember that in. 
describable smell of fresh green grass and rainy 
lemonade? 

‘The school itself seemed foreign, with parents 
and neighbors seated along the aisles and 
‘squeezed into our tiny desks, 

It seemed wrong to see children running 
around the teacher's desk. But it was cool after a 
race and the voices from the ballgame blew in 
through the open window. 

lovely, lazy day, and all the summer before 
ust 

But sad, too, for we'd have to part with 
‘Teacher. (The 17.20 year-old ruler of twenty to 
thirty little, dusty rascals.) 

‘Teacher instilled into us our future outlook on 
life, 

If we were treated fairly and were ap- 
preciated, Teacher had our undying love. 

If, by chance, through inexperience with peo- 
ple, or by accident, Teacher hurt our feelings or 
wrongly accused us, it left us with a lifetime 
bitterness or a sensitiveness to others’ feelings, 
depending on our own nature, 

Either way, our teacher made more impres- 
sion on us than almost anyone else in our lives. 

Our teachers taught us honesty, Faith in God, 
and respect for others 

The ladies were dainty, sweet and very firm! 

The men were gentle and wise and stong- 
minded, 

Oh! T was lucky! 


SCHOOL PONIES 

There was Buck, Dan, Smokey, Red Cloud, 
Star and many others’ who should not be 
overlooked as pioneers in any district. Whether it 
was 90° or 60° below, these trusty steeds made 
their way to the drafty building called the school 
barn 

Some carried two and three passengers. 
Some pulled a cutter or a buggy or cart. In any 
way, they were always ready and willing to do 
thelr duty. The only pay for thelr day's work was 
a bundle of oats or a feed of chop or whole grain 
— Depending on the shape of their teeth! 

‘Many a race took place on the way home from 
school; many an arm was broken when the rider 
fell off the school pony; many a youngster 
recelved a nasty kick which may have given a 
lasting scar — but the ponies still made their way 
to school. 
‘The early 1950's saw the end of this method of 























transportation, when the centralization of 
schools began. The ponies were put out to 
pasture when they were gradually replaced by 
the big yellow vehicles cailed school busses. 

It was farewell to the school pony, the school 
barn, and the races often held on the way home 
from’ school, Many a pony knew the way home 
without even a touch of the rein. These were the 
ploneers of the rural school era. 


SODERLUND, KARL 

In 1902 Karl Soderlund left his country of 
birth, Finland, to try his luck in the United 
States. He worked at various places doing 
‘carpentry work, a trade he had learned while a 
young man. 

In January 1905, Reverend Hjelt persuaded 
him to come to Canada, as Mr. Soderlund could 
do log work and build log houses. The two 
travelled as far as Red Deer and then on west. In 
April 1905, Mr. Soderlund filed on a homestead in 
the Gilby area, believed to be a quarter on the 
Ws 34-40-3-Ws. By July of that year he sent for 
Mrs. Soderlund and thelr two children. His fami- 
ly made their home with Mr. John Helkkinnen, 
Who lived two miles north of Eckville. In the spr. 
ing of 1906, their homestead house was finished 
and they moved into it. They sold the property in 
1908 for $1,200 and moved to the Elspeth district. 
In 1950 he built a house in Eckville and lived in it 
‘year before moving to Sylvan Lake. 

‘There were 13 children in the family. Mr. and 
‘Mrs, Soderlund both passed away in 1950 and are 
buried in the Kuusamo cemetery 


CARL SORENSON 

‘During the 30s several young men came to the 
farming areas to act as hired hands. Carl Soren- 
son emigrated from Denmark during the depres- 
sion years and worked for William Andrew, 
where he was happy to receive wages of $12 per 
month plus room and board. While at the Andrew 
farm Carl learned many valuable lessons on the 
care of farm horses. 

He served overseas in World War Il and while 
in England married Ivy. Upon retirement from 
the army Carl came to Lacombe where he and 
Ivy live In their comfortable bungalow. 


‘THE STEEL FAMILY 

In the spring of 1906, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Steel, (Jack and Anne) landed in Calgary from 
Scotland. They stayed with the late Mr. and Mrs. 
‘John Davidson and Elsie, whom they had known 
in Scotland. The Davidson family lived on the 
quarter where Jack Maddox now lives. During 
thelr stay in Calgary Mr. Steel got blood poison- 
Ing in his hand and had to spend some time in the 
hospital. While being in and out of hospital he 
filed on a homestead, SE 10-27-4-W5, north of 
Cochrane, Alberta. The family lived in a tent, on 
the homestead, during the summer and before 
winter set in they moved into thelr log house. Tt 
was hard to keep the house warm: the attic was 
the warmest place to sleep. 














Mosquitoes and black flies were very bad and 
smudges were often lit to give the livestock some 
relief. The land was not fenced and as a result 
their cattle wandered away. When located, a calf 
had a well known rancher brand on it. They did 
not know about brands until then, but soon ob- 
tained one for cattle and horses. 

After putting in one year on the homestead 
they moved to White's ranch at Mitford for the 
next two winters, looking after the horses there. 
It was there that Anne was knocked down by a 
horse that her mother was feeding. The doctor 
came by horse and buggy from Cochrane, to set 
her broken leg. He and Mrs. Steel tore’a bed 
sheet into long strips. She was then instructed to 
make a pailful of starch. When this was cool 
enough to handle the cotton strips were soaked in 
the stareh and wound around Anne’s leg. She had 
to lie on a table until the bandages were 
thoroughly dry. So a pioneer cast was made. 
Wille she was laid up, her mother taught her to 
knit, crochet and sew'a neat hem. 

Jim was born in Cochrane In May, 1909 and 
Margaret (Peggy) was born on the farm at 
Cochrane in 1912. 

In 1919 they sold the homestead and moved 
north of Eckville, taking four railway cars of 
livestock, machinery and houschold effects. By 
this time Wm, Steel had a number of registered 
Clydesdale horses, 

‘The Steels had bought the Dick Sambrooke 
(NW 2-41-3.W5) place and the SE 10-41.3-W5 from 
S. O'Neill. Jack, Jim and Margaret attended An- 
drew School. The family shopping was done at 
Gilby and Eckville. Entertainment was limited. 
A gathering of neighbors in the various homes, to 
mention a few — Kurzmans, Sambrooks, 
Forsells and O'Neill Bros. — St. John (Sinjun} 
and William (Billie), was always an enjoyable 
affair. 

Mr. Steel, a tailor by trade, was very 
mechanically’ inclined and as a result made 
himself a stationary horse-powered threshing 
machine. Horses were hitched to the machine 
and walked in a circle, (much like a merry-go- 
round) providing power for the thresher. 

Neighbors recall that Mrs. Steel’s scones 
were very tasty and that her house was always 
spotless, 

In 1921 Jack went back to Cochrane where he 
worked on various farms and did freight truck- 
ing from Calgary to Banff. He joined the navy in 
1941 and was discharged in 1946. After the war he 
was In the excavating business and upon retiring 
did a great deal of travelling. He passed away 
November 13, 1977. 

Mrs. Steei_ moved back to Cochrane and 
bought a house where she gave room and board 
to so many over the years. Jack and Margaret 
made their home with her. She passed away in 
1958 at the age of 81 years. Margaret, still living 
in Cochrane, takes a great interest in gardening 
and house plants. 

After Mr. Steel passed away, in 1936, Jim con- 




















tinued to farm his dad’s half section and had also 
got a homestead — SW 2-41-3-W5. He was a very 
progressive farmer and was interested In the 
care and protection of wildlife. Some of his hob- 
bies were: movie pictures, lathe work, reading, 
travelling and watching TV (he was the first in 
the district to have a set). He was a long-time 
member of the Wheat Pool, Farmer's Union and 
Eckville Credit Union.’ Jim passed away 
January 13, 1978 and was buried in Rimbey Mt, 
Auburn Cemetery. John Lauritsen has rented 
Jim's three quariers for the past 11 years. 

Anne Melland married in 1926 and has lived in 
Calgary since. She has one son, Ian, and two 
grandchildren, Jeffrey and Jill Anne. She is a 
member of the Eastern Star and is interested in 
her church work. Her husband passed away in 
1955. Note: Most of the Steel history was given us 
by Anne Melland, 








STONE, ANNA 

Mrs.’ Anna Stone and her son, Dan, emigrated 
from Norway in 1909 and homesteaded the NW 3- 
41-3-W5. In 1914 Anna married Algot Wilson, a 
homesteader from the Lockhart district and the 
three of them moved to a farm east of Gull Lake. 
Mrs. Wilson rented her homestead quarter, in 
the Gilby district, until 1933, when she sold to 
Gunnar Forsell. 

Mrs. Wilson passed away in 1954 and Mr. 

Ison in 1959. 

Dan and his wife, Lily (McNaughton), are 
now retired and live at Gull Lake. 








SVEEN FAMILY — by Martha E. Pizzey (S- 
ven) 

In 1884, Mother, at the age of five years, came 
to America from Norway with her parents and 
her two younger brothers. They settled in 
Minnesota, U.S.A, not too far from Staples, 
where other brothers and sisters were born, 10 in 
all. Mother, being, the eldest of the 10 became 
very responsible, and this probably led to her 
knowledge of people and problems. My dad also 
came with his parents from Norway to North 
Dakota at the age of 15. He was the youngest 
child and the only son of a family of eight. Being 
sponsored to America, and having to work out at 
an early age for little money, led them to be an 
inventive family, 

‘My mother met my dad while she was work. 
ing in Devil’s Lake, and they were married 
somewhere near there in 1901, and settled near 
Adams, N.D. on a farm. A large house was built, 
and it was very modern for those times. It even 
had a pump in the kitchen! My brother, August, 
was born there December 28, 1903. The terrible 
storms of winter, and the tornadoes, and wind 
and drought in summer brought little money to 
pay for anything, so they decided to sell thelr 
home and go west. Spokane, Washington was the 
next stop-five acres of cedar stumps, which is to 
day the center of a metropolis. My brother 
Melvin was born there. The only thing my 
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mother said she missed when they left was the 
two Jersey cows that gave so much cream that 
she was able to sell a lot of butter. 

‘Alter two seasons of grubbing and blasting 
stumps they were only able to clear a garden 
patch, so felt it was hopeless to try and clear the 
five acres. They soon boarded the ship out of 
Seattle for Alaska, where Dad worked on the 
railway for two years and my mother cooked for 
the crew of eight men, all living in the same tent. 
This task would seem impossible today, in sub 
zero temperatures. After two years they had 
earned some money, so set out to take a 
homestead in Canada. That is when they came to 
the Gilby district, in 1909. My brother Melvin was 
two years old then and August was six. These 
were happy times, building a new home and so 
many other families around them in the same 
category. Helping one another with different 
tasks, picnics, and dances, were the order of alot 
of Saturday nights, My dad was a fine violinist. 
I can recall my mother saying punches were 
served also oyster stews. They nearly danced 
their legs off all night. Church services were held 
at their homes each in turn, on Sunday; usually 
followed by a picnic lunch outdoors in ‘summer 
and of course coffee was brewed indoors in the 
winter. A lot of the services were held outdoors 
as the houses were small and a lot of 
homesteaders always gathered. 














Marie and Thomas Sveen, Melvin, Dan Wikon, August, 1910 
Martha Sven, 1981 Gite). 


Schools had to be built also, so my dad, 
having two sons almost ready to attend school, 
decided something must be done, so he and 
others had a meeting and the Andrew School 
District was formed between 1911-1912. I believe 
he was on the school board for several years. I 
can remember them telling that Melvin had to 
start school at a very young age to make the 
number of pupils needed. I can well remember 
my mother telling of the need for doctors and 





teachers and of all the different problems, how 
they had to help one another delivering babies, 
doing housework, picking roots. They finally 
named mother ‘‘the Lady with the Lamp”. I can 
also remember her telling about Mrs. Stenvig 
having to go to Lacombe to have her leg am. 
putated several times before the gangrene was 
stopped. Mother took her there with a team of 
mules, and returning in a few weeks the same 
way; going home and having to help her in her 
home until she was able to get around again on 
crutches, So it must have been a rushed life for 
‘mother, doing her own work as well. My dad was 
2 busy man — blacksmithing, raising hogs and 
farming in general, gunsmithing was also his 
trade and helping neighbors with most 
everything. They told of how August and Melvin 
found a coyote pup and raised him. Dad built a 
kennel for him and he was chained but the 
chickens kept disappearing, every time a hen 
ont past the kennel the coyote had the chicken. 
So many chickens less, a fine bed of feathers for 
himself, he became a fine pelt the following 
winter. Then I can remember Mother telling of 
how, one day in winter, she saw two children 
coming across the field to their house. It was Vi- 
vian and Elzer Forsell. They announced that 
they had come to stay. Their mother had dis- 
cipiined them for something so they were leaving 
home to stay with Sveens where they would be 
treated as people. I can well remember them 
talking about different neighbors; Peterson, 
Wilsons, Forsells, Kurzmans, Linders, Stenvigs, 
and Mother always regretted leaving such a fine 
neighbourhood., but at the time it was a frosty 
territory and they were unable to raise enough 
grain or potatoes for the hogs or themselves, Dad 
decided to sell and it was Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
who decided to move into their home in 1918. 
‘They moved to the Athabasca district and 
farmed there until the time of their death. 
Twas born there on the farm in 1921, so knew 
very few of the people they talked of from the 
Gilby district, nowever, I can remember the 
many things they told about the Gilby district. 
My husband and I are now retired here in the 
Okanogan and the door is always open to visitors 
or travellers as It always was in Sveen home. 








HARRY E. THOMAS — by Beulah May 
(Thomas) Hartley 

Harry E. Thomas came to Alberta from Iowa, 
US.A. in 1900. Relatives had come on ahead, as 
Dad came with the livestock to care for them. 
‘The early arrivals took a homestead for Dad, 
which was hilly, with a few good-sized sloughs. 
Even though he didn’t care too much for the loca- 
tion, Dad put up good buildings and lived there 
until 1917, when he sold out. We then took a trip to 
Iowa and Minnesota, U.S.A., to visit Dad's and 
Mother's relatives. 

Upon our return to Alberta, Dad started look- 
ing around for a farm to his liking. When he saw 
the Martin Sveen farm, SW 3-41-3-W5, he looked 
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no further, but purchased the farm, lock, stock 
and barrel, in 1918. The purchase included four 
horses, Reppa, Becka, King and Roany, a pol 
which would shy and also run away. Dad later 
traded this pony for a smaller sorrel pony which 
we called Nancy. Also in the purchase were in- 
cluded one cow, and I suppose there were some 
chickens. 

Father purchased a red Case tractor in 1918 to 
use for breaking land, as there wasn't much 
broken. The grain was cut, stooked, and, when 
dry, put into stacks to be threshed during the 
winter. There was a dug well, from which we 
pulled the water up in a bucket. My dad had a 
man from Bentley drill a well, which gave us soft 
water. 

When we came to the Sveen farm in 1918 there 
were three of us children. We had all been born in 
the Haynes district, at home on the homestead, 
We were Harold, age 10, born March 4, 1908; 
May, age eight, born May 30, 1910; and Boyd, 
born’ March 17, 1913, about five years old. Boyd 
died in 1945 in’ British Columbia. On August 6, 
1919 Percy was born at Mrs. Vale's nursing home 
in Lacombe. Mother had failen sometime before 
and hurt her leg rather badly, so couldn't stay 
home, when the rest of us were born, with Grand- 
ma Thomas to look after her. Beatrice Pimm 
came to look after the house and us older 
children. Martin was born at home on April 12, 
1922. We had had a blizzard and the roads were 
drifted. When Harold went to get Mrs. John 
Raabis, three miles west and north, he got stuck 
when almost home, but managed fo get the old 
Ford dug out and arrived home in plenty of time. 














Mr. and Mire Harry E. Thomas and May, Martin, Harold, Harry, 
Petey, Boyd, 1941 


We all attended Andrews School, walking a 
mile. Dad would hitch up the team and take us 
when the snow was deep and the road not 
traveled. Harry Irvin was born in Lacombe on 
April 15, 1925. I left school at the age of 14 years 
so I was at home to look after the house and also 
to milk the cow. 

Dad got a larger Case tractor and a thresher, 
and the threshing was done from bundles drawn 
in by teams of horses hitched to a rack, or 
basket, on the wagon. Busy days, those, for the 
women as well, with threshers to cook for, but we 
enjoyed those threshing days! 











In 1922 Dad had an elevator built just south of 
the old log barn. In 1964 a fire started in the loft of 
the old barn and the elevator burned, too. Later, 
Dad built a barn, using the foundation of the 
elevator, as it had not been damaged by the fire. 
This gave shelter again for the animals. 

Dad supplied the poles and put in a telephone 
line which was joined to another line running two 
miles south of our home. He also served on the 
school board at one time. Dad always kept up 
with the latest machinery. It took a while fo get 
all the trees off the east quarter. It was 
necessary to chop the roots through and pull the 
trees with a team of horses. Stubborn stumps 
were blown with stumping powder. I remember 
Charlie Andrew and his wife saying that their 
dog was afraid of thunder, and when the stum. 
ping powder blew, he came into the house and 
crawled under the bed. 

We had a McLaughlin Buick car to get around 
in for a while. We went once or twice a year to 
Haynes to visit Grandma and Grandpa Thomas. 
Later we bought a Chrysler sedan. We used to 
get telephone messages for neighbors who didn’t 
have a phone. I often got the job of taking the 
message to them. I really enjoyed the horseback 
ride, but the messages were often of a death, or 
something serfous, and I didn’t like that 

In 1929 Dad purchased a Chevrolet truck, 
which seemed like a large one to us. It saved that 
long trip for the horses to town with grain or pigs. 
Lused to drive It, too. This same year Dad, Mom, 
Harold, Boyd and Irv (who was then four years 
old) made a trip up to the Peace River country. 
As a result of this trip Harold and Boyd took up 
homesteads in the Hines Creek area. I stayed at 
home, as Percy and Mart were still In school, 
and while my parents were gone I took pigs to 
town with the truck. Mr. Tim Sambrook came 
and helped to load them. 

One teacher boarded at our home in 1922. Her 
name was Annie Moorhouse. She walked the 
le to school. Teachers surely earned their 
wages in those days. The last year I went to 
school there must have been about 30 of us, in 
Grades 1 to 9 and 10. Miss Kingsep was our 
teacher when Iwas taking Grade 9. She taught us 
to play basketball, and the district men put up 
courts for us. Since there were enough girls old 
enough to make up a team, we played baseball, 
girls against the boys, sometimes; at other times 
‘we would choose up sides. Later, the older ones 
who had left school used to meet on the school 
grounds to play ball. 

‘We had parties at one another’s homes once in 
a while, where we played games, or cards, and 
had a good time. Every summer during schoo! 
holidays, they had a plenic at Gilby. One time I 
remember our basketball team played against 
the Benjamin girls. We often went to the Esto- 
nian Hall to play basketball and we played once 
at the Eckville Sports Day. [left home in 1932, so 
lost track of things there after that time. 

Harold married Mable Ostrem from Peace 
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River. They now live near Chase, B.C. Their five 
children — Sam, Judith, Ronald, Leatha and 
Genevieve — are all married. 

Percy bought the home farm in the 1940's, 
Dad and Mom went out to British Columbia for a 
while where they had a raspberry farm. They 
had to hire pickers. In the 1950's Mom and Dad 
sold thelr land to Mart, as he and Anna were also 
living in the area, and they returned to Alberta, 
where they purctiased a home in Rimbey 

Dad later had a stroke which made it 
necessary for him to use a cane when walking. A 
second siroke put him in the hospital in Rimbey, 
‘but he rallied and came home for a while, only to 
have to return to the hospital later, where he died 
in April, 1960. He 1s buried in the Gilby 
Cemetery, 

There was a log blacksmith shop north of the 
house, with a loft. The chimney was made of 
wide boards. Dad had been doing forge work in 
there one day, and that night it burned down, 
along with a garage lean-to at the back. It was 
thought that likely a chimney fire had started It 
Our father liked to go hunting and fishing. He 
would get some neighbor or friend, Mom would 
pack the grub box and get the blankets and such 
ready, and he'd be off in the sleigh to Buck Lake 
for fishing. They would make camp and set nets 
in the lake. I, for one, used to get a little tired of 
cating fish. Ii was packed in a big box at home in 
ice, and we had to eat it before warm weather 
came, We also canned a lot of it. The hunting 
trips, out by Rocky Mountain House, usually 
with horses, always resulted in a deer and quite 
often a moose. When we first came to the farm 
Dad could take a saddle horse and ride back into 
the hills and have a deer in a few hours. There 
were so many prairie chickens then, too, that 
they'd be thick around the straw piles in the 
wintertime, and would even come right into the 
yard at home. When Harold was fairly young he 
would hunt partridge in the bushes on our own 
land. 

In 1929 Father purchased the swamp quarter, 
across the road south of the west quarter, so we 
had pasture. He built a straw shed for pigs and 
put feeder boxes in to feed them thelr chop. Later 
a hog barn made of lumber was built in the 
northeast corner, a well was drilled there, and 
self-{eeders were provided to feed the chop fo the 
pigs. This made taking care of the pigs a lot 
easier. Dad also had an eight-foot corral built of 
logs, or rails, where he put colts to wean them, 
steers to be fattened, or used for whatever pur- 
pose needed. This was on the slope south of the 
house. He built a big straw shed in the lower cor- 
ner, with a long straw-feeder up one side where a 
big load of straw could be put intoit, so the stock 
did not waste so much while eating. 

We had a good saddle horse by the name of 
“Fly”. [always thought of him as mine. He was 
a big bay which Dad had bought when T was 
about 12 years old. I would often ride him to visit 
school miates, and sometimes I would ride him 














two miles north and to the top of the big hill, just 
for the pleasure of riding. 


THOMAS, PERCY AND ANN — by Percy 
Thomas 

We, Percy and Ann, were married in 1937 and 
started farming on our own in 1939 in the Leedale 
district on a C.P.R. quarter, for which we had 
paid the full price of $700. Our first son 
“Junior” Percy Leroy arrived in 1940 and our 
second son, Phillip, was born in 1943. 

In 1945 we bought the former Billy Woods 
farm at Lockart. In 1946 we ran the A B Cafe In 
Rimbey for six months, but in that same year we 
bought our half section of the home place from 
father, Harry Thomas. 

In 1947 our third son, Tom, was born. 

‘My long series of back operations began in 
1949 with infection starting 12 days after surgery. 
Numerous operations followed, trying to stop the 
bone infection, which, however, still exists. 

Three more sons were born to us: Doug in 
1950, followed by Harry in 1954 and Michael in 
1955. 

In 1956 we rented the Pete Moro farm and 
later also part of the Forsell farm, the former 
Annie Stone place. 

In 1959 son Junior started his university train- 
Ing. He took six years at the University of Alber- 
fa and then three years in Australia, where he 
received his Doctorate in Plant Genetics. He is 
now doing research work for the, Federal 
Government and Is living in Winnipeg. 

Phillip attended the University of Alberta, 
Alter receiving his Master's Degree he worked 
as District Agriculturist in Sangudo and in Ver- 
milion and then was promoted to the position of 
Supervisor of Crops for the province and is 
stationed in Lacombe, 

Harry, Douglas and Michael are doing oilfield 
construction work and are living in Eckville. 

‘My father, Harry Thomas, was a small man, 
but his size was the only thing small about him. 
He had an endless supply of energy. In 1924 he 
bought a 22-40 Case tractor and a 32-Inch 
thresher, which was a large outfit for those 
years. That tractor could be heard chugging 
away on the 4-14 plow at four o’clock every mor- 
ning. 

He had a team of horses that weighed 2000 
pounds each. I can remember seeing them 
weighed at the Pool Elevator at Eckville. Dad 
built an extra-wide grain box on the sleigh that 
held 200 bushels of oats and that team used to 
haul that load the nine miles to Eckville every 
day, Our neighbor, William Andrew used to josh 
Dad about standing on an apple box when 
hamessing the team. 

We raised a lot of chickens in those lean years 
and, of course, a few turkeys for Christmas. In 
the autumn, when they were all fat, the owls 
came at night to feast. One night the chickens 
were squawking and Dad, in his pajamas and 
armed with the 1897 twelve-gauge, went to the 
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fowls’ rescue. The blast woke us kids and we 
rushed out to look for the owl. All we could find 
was the turkey hen, as dead as could be! She had 
decided that night to roost in the top of the tree, 

My father had bought the second self- 
propelled combine in the district in 1941. One 
harvest, on our long steep hills at Leedale, the 
driveshaft broke and the combine took off at 
speeds unheard of, and came very close to end- 
ing up in the middle of the creek at the end of the 
field, 

All of our sons married very lovely and ef- 
ficient girls, and we have eight grandchildren — 
six girls and two boys. 

In 1974 Ann and I sold our farm to our son 
‘Tom, who had worked with us on the farm for 
eight years. We then bought an acreage in the 
Green Park area of Sicamous, B.C., and are now 
building our own home there. 


MARILYN GUSTAVSON THOMAS 

Marilyn went to school in Eckville. She 
graduated as a registered nurse in January, 1965 
from the Edmonton University Hospital. 

She and Percy Thomas were married on June 
10, 1965. Percy Is the eldest son of Ann and Percy 
‘Thomas. He went to school in Eckville and at 
Olds Agricultural College. He obtained his B.A. 
and M.A. degrees in Agriculture at the Universi- 
ty in Edmonton, Following their marriage they 
lived in Winnipeg where Percy worked at the 
Federal Research Bureau at the University of 
Manitoba. Marilyn worked at the General 
Hospital there. 

Percy received a three-year leave of absence 
to continue his studies in Canberra, Australia, 
earning his Ph.D. in plant genetics there. They 
now live permanently in Winnipeg where Percy 
works in research. 

‘They have a daughter, Turi, born in Australia 
on November 28, 1968, and another daughter, 
Nicole, born in Winnipeg on November 17, 1970. 














‘THE THORP FAMILY 
. Jewel, a pioneer of the Gilby district, 
went to Tacoma, Washington and told J. M. 
Thorp that farm land could be purchased in Cen” 
tral Alberta. Mr. Thorp became interested in his 
friend's stories of the land so that he, too, settled 
in the area and bought section 31-40-3-W5 from 
the C.P.R. in 1909. About 1915, his son, Hilmer, 
came up from the U.S. and farmed with his dad. 
Hilmer was joined by his wife, Pearl, within a 
year or two. 

In 1924 the Thorp family had a household and 
machinery sale and went back to Tacoma, re- 
turning to the farm a year later. In 1938 the fami- 
ly again sold out (returning to Washington) and 
the land has been leased since. Their renters 
have been John Huseby, Joe and Peter Liska, 
Bernard Grutterink and presently Walter An 
drew, 

Hilmer and Pearl had two sons, Bill and Russ, 
who still have joint ownership in their grand: 











eas, Rus, Bll and Hilmer Thorp, 1929. 


father’s land. The boys were raised in the 
family’s large house on the NE 31 and attended 
Andrew School. Bill and Russ were the envy of 
their fellow pupils; they had bicycles to ride to 
school. 

‘They each had three children and Bill now has 
four grandchildren while Russ has three. Bill has 
been a life insurance agent for 16 years and Russ 
is a veteran of the oil, tire and auto parts 
business. Bill and Russ have been living in the 
‘Tacoma area since leaving Gilby 40 years ago. 


UHL, EDYTHE 

Edythe Uhl, youngest daughter of William 
and Allce Andrew was born at the farm in the 
Gilby area. She attended Andrews’ School and on 
leaving worked away from home through the 
winter returning to help at the farm during the 
busy season in spring and summer. 

She married Earl (Rudy) Platt of Rimbey 
and had three children, Joyce, Lorraine and 
Rodney (now all married). In 1943 Earl died ina 
plane crash on a return flight out of the north un- 
der adverse conditions. In 1949, Edythe married 
Leslie Uni and they have one married daughter, 
Dixie. They farmed west of Rimbey, until retir- 
ing to Rimbey in 1973. 





WARES, RUDY 
His parents, John and Lenna Wares, came to 
Eckville In’ 1911 from Estonia. They 
homesteaded a quarter section at Gilby and later 
bought another quarter from Adam Matthews 
(Rudy’s uncle). The two quarters were the W 28. 
40-3.W5, presently farmed by Walter Andrew. 

Rudy and his sisters, Elga and Erta, were 
born on the farm. The family moved to British 
Columbia in 1933. Mrs. Wares passed away in 
1984 and Mr. Wares in 1968. 

Rudy and his wife, Maxine, live at Surrey 
B.C. Rudy is employed there ‘as a machinist. 
‘They have three children — Howard, Theresa, 
and Barry. 

Elga and Erta are married and have families. 
‘They, too, live in British Columbia. 











CARL AND LAURA WESTERGARD — by Lor- 
na Tink (Their Niece) 

Carl P. Westergard purchased the recently 
rebuilt Gilby Store in the early part of 1938. At 
Christmas of 1938, he brought his bride, Laura L, 
Whiteside, to share life with him in the communi- 
ty. Soon the store became a meeting place for 
friends exchanging news, as well as a place for 
purchasing goods. 

When Laura agreed to teach in the Eckville 
High School during the war, Carl needed 
someone to work for him in the store. Thus a 
large group of capable persons found their way 
into the area throughout the ensuing years, some 
of which were Jim Nelson, Ada Cumberland, Li- 
sle and Icla Whiteside, Laurie Lonneberg, 
‘Audrey Branson, Harold Westergard, Etta and 
Laura Svendsen, Minnie Nugent, and Mrs. 
‘Mason. 








(Ca and Laura Westergar, 


In 1946, Laura was granted the position of 
Principal at Dickson School, grades one to 12, 
where she was soon dubbed “Westie.” This posi- 
tion necessitated weekly trips, as she returned 
each Friday night to be with Carl and their Gilby 
friends. Most Saturday nights were ‘company 
nights" with someone special arriving — fre- 
quently to fare on Carl’s superb pancake 
suppers. Singing, crokinole, checkers or just 
good conversation were all’ the entertainment 
needed. Sundays were celebrated quietly with 




















“Meeting” at the home of a friend, and lunch 
together before Laura returned to school. 

Car! loved to fish and whenever he couid find 
a willing partner, he would head out to some 
stream or lake nearby. He and Laura both ap- 
preciated purebreed Shorthorn cattle and 
purchased two quarter-sections of land for 
pasture. This was the NW 20-40-3-W5, where the 
Leonard Skjonsberg family have bullt their 
home, and SE 29-40-3-W5, which has been 
purchased by Verral and Lorna Tink. 

1n1955 Laura transferred to Leslieville School 
and then to David Thompson in 1957, where she 
remained teaching until her retirement, Perhaps 
because Laura and Carl had no children of their 
own, they seemed to “adopt” those around them, 
Many students, nelghbours, nieces and nephews 
will remember being made to feel especially im- 
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portant as young people around Mr. and Mrs, 
Westergard. Following her retirement from 
classroom teaching, “Westie” brought young 
people into her home where she taught piano, 
organ, theory, or tutored In academic subjects 
for a very small fee, and often none. 

In February, 1964, Car! died after a short IIL 
ness. He is buried in the Gilby Cemetery. The 
store was too involved for Laura to handle alone, 
and was sold to Jim and Johanna Blades. Carl 
and Laura had owned it for 30 years. Laura also 
sold one quarter-section of their land to Skjons- 
ergs but retained the “home” quarter. She con- 
tinued to teach music in her home until April, 
1972 when she died very suddenly. She is buried 
at Gilby. (Laura had married Eric Whidden of 
Rocky Mountain House in 1971. He is presently 
living at Rocky Mountain House.) 
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Rabbits were so mumerous they were a good source of ready money 
in 190, 
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ANDERSON, ARNOLD AND MARION — by 
Mildred Anderson Niemi 

Sven Arnold was the only son born to Swan 
and Elma Anderson. He was a very welcome ad 
dition to the family, especially because he was a 
boy, but also because he was the first new 
member in the family for elght years, and a 
brother for Annie and me. 

Arnold was still a baby when Grandmother 
died, However for the first four years of his life 
he had a very special friend in Granddad. Due to 
his somewhat failing health, Granddad was 
spending more of his time at home. 

‘As soon as Arnold was able to keep up with 
Dad, they did the chores together. This respon- 
sibility grew with the years. 














ina and Swan Anderion and Family: Mildred, Annie and 
Arno, 1938, 
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Arnold first attended Melita School, then 
Benalto when it replaced Melita. Now that he 
had a bicycle he had no problem in getting 
together with his school chums, Ernest and 
Arthur Longalr 

Amold Was 11 years old when the doctor 
diagnosed that his failing health was due to 
diabetes. This he had to contend with the 
remainder of his life, but he learned to accept it, 
and tried to live as normal a life as possible. 

As a young lad Arnold went with Mother and 
Dad on their first holiday from the farm, to visit 
the Einar Sundstroms and Wayne Heikkinen in 
Vancouver. Some years later, Mother and Dad, 
accompanied by Arnold and Earle Farris, made 
a trip to Montana. With so many of Mother's 
relatives around Missoula, there were hosts and 
hostesses of all ages to entertain them, 

For entertainment Arnold enjoyed dancing, 
curling and travelling when the opportunity 
arose. It was while he was on a trip to Seattle 
with Roy and Laurel Nielsen and Bert Cole that 
all four boys witnessed thelr first night baseball 
game. On their return they stopped at Lake 
Louise and decided to climb the glacier. Having 
accomplished this feat to thelr satisfaction, they 
began their descent. Tt was while they were thus 
occupied that a ranger confronted them! As they 
had not received permission for their venture, 
they were soundly “reamed out”! This 
dampened their spirits a bit, but by the time they 
had reached the car they were ready to continue 
on to Banff. By about midnight they finally had 
thelr tent set up. In the wee hours of the morning 
a storm blew up and this quartette was rudely 
awakened by a collapsing tent. After groping 
thelr way out from under canvas and tent-poles 
into the rain, they spent the rest of the night 
huddled in the car. That was the beginning and 
end of tenting for this foursome! 

While attending high school at Eckville, Ar- 
nold was asked why he didn’t take one of the 
Junior high school girls to a dance. His comment, 
"Those kids?’ It was one of “Those kids”, 
Marion McCrady Rounds, that he later married 
After attending high school at Eckville and then 
at Red Deer, Arnold began farming with his dad. 

Marion was the third of six children born to 


























Fern and Roy Markely Rounds, in Newcastle, 
near Drumheller, 

Marion started school In Drumheller, but 
when she was six years old the family moved to 
the Lockhart area, north of Eckville, to the farm 
of Dolly and Homer McCrady, Marion's grand: 
parents, To attend school at Calkins Valle: 
three miles away, Gordon and Geraldine rode 
ponies, but Marion rode a Shetland pony. Before 
moving to Eckville, they attended Benjamin 
School for a short while. 

Marion's granddad worked at a mine in 
Saunders, so she left Eckville for awhile to live 
with him, her grandmother, and her two uncles, 
Chuck and Raymond. She continued her educa: 
tion through correspondence lessons, Besides 
supplying ‘their own entertainment such as 
horseback riding and target practice, they 
attended shows, dances, and hockey games at 
Nordegg. At times they would walk fo Alexo and 
take the “jigger” (hand-car) back to Alexo. 
‘There was even a tennis court and skating rink at 
Saunders for one year, 

After returning to Eckville, Marion was a 
ward-aid in the hospital. She took a break and 
went to British Columbia to thin frult and to work 
In the packing plant before returning to the 
Eckville Hospital for two years. 

In 1950-51 Marion, Jean Anderson and Doris 
Walster attended a Nurse’s Aid Course in 
Calgary, in the old army huts near S.A.LT, 

Shortly after completing her training, Marion 
and Arnold were married at the Eckville 
Presbyterian Church, They lived on the family 
farm. To them were born three children — Sven 
Richard, Kathryn Lynn and Marion Susan, 

Farming, chores and a family kept Arnold 
and Marion busy. Recreation included the usual 
family get-togethers and picnics, fishing trips 
and dancing, including participation in a square 
dance club. Day-long trips as far as Drumheller 
or more lengthy ones to visit family members in 
British Columbia, Saskatchewan and the border: 
ing states, were very much a part of thelr lives, 

‘Arnold's health problems mounted. He finally 
lost his sight three years before his passing, 
However, Marion and Arnold continued their 
life-style much as before except that now Arnold 
could no longer farm. He never gave up hope for 
relief from his diabetes, nor for the return of 
some sight so as to see his children once more, 
especially Susan, whom he had never seen, Ar- 
nold died in the fall of 1957. 

Marion and the children continued to live on 
the family farm for awhile, but then moved to 
Arnold's farm near Eckville (NW 10-39-3-W5), 

Rick, Angele and their two children, Christine 
Marle and Sven Daniel, are now making their 
home on this site near Eckville, Kath and Bill 
Zaleski are living on the Sis of SW 32-39-3-W5. 
Susan and Blair Penner reside in Edmonton, 


























CLARENCE ANDERSON FAMILY 
Clarence was the second son of Charley and 





Lillie Anderson, born in Split Rock, Minnesota, 
U.S.A. in May, 1909. His parents moved to the 
Manyberries district in southern Alberta later 
that same year. Here they took up farming, rais- 
ing a family of six boys and two girls. Clarence 
attended the New Home School, of which he also 
served as janitor for several years. 

Following the drought of the early twenties, 
like many other prairie farmers, they were com: 
pelled to leave the farm and move further north 
to the green area of Central Alberta, Clarence 
was 16 years of age when the family located on a 
farm in the Eckville-Hespero area. In 1929, they 
moved to the Jack Simpson farm at Benaito, 

In 1933, he married Aili Huhtala of Benalto. 
She was born there on her family farm, 
‘Together, they took up farming in 1936 on a half- 
section farm owned by Orme McKee. Here they 
lived for eight years, leasing farms from the 
Armstrong Brothers and Charles Klint, In 1944, 
Clarence purchased the SE 6-29.2-W5 from the 
Armstrong Brothers, as well as the quarter sec 
tion directly across the highway — SE 31-38-2 
W5, from Frank Jenkins. There were no 
buildings on the land so he purchased a small 
one-room cabin from Mr. Jenkins, adding a lean- 
to kitchen to one side. A small barn was erected 
for milk cows. These buildings served their 
needs until a larger barn and house were built in 
1946 and 1948 respectively. The home quarter 
had a heavy stand of spruce which was 
processed into lumber. Part of this lumber was 
used In the buildings, and the remainder was 
sold. 

In 1948, he bought the SW 32-38.2-W5 from 
Paul Burdick, Along with these three quarters 
Clarence also still rented farm land from the 
Armstrongs and Mr. Klint. Most years the crops 
were good, but in 1949, a hailstorm destroyed the 
entire crop, making it necessary to plow the 
fields. 

Following the death of his father, Clarence 
sold the farm to Alfred and Nellie Woehler of 
Williams Lake, B.C. in 1956, and took over the 
operation of Central Steam Baths in Sylvan 
Lake. He was interested in carpentry work and 
built two houses on the property, as well as a 
four-sulte apartment, remodelled from the old 
Sylvan Lake School. in 1963, they sold the steam 
baths to his brother, Richard, and his wife. They 
then moved to live’ in Rocky Mountain House, 
Clarence worked on construction in Calgary and 
for the Rocky Mountain School District for some 
time, preferring, however, to live in seml- 
retirement until his passing in November, 1972 
Alll still makes her home in Rocky Mountain 
House. 

Clarence and Aili had two children; Gary, 
born in 1940 and Detores in 1943. They attended 
schools in Benalto, Sylvan Lake, and the Lindsay 
Thurber Comprehensive High School in Red 
Deer. Later, both attended the Southern Alberta 
Institute of Technology in Calgary, Gary study 
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ing Electronics and Delores, 
Technology. 

Gary married Patricla Potticary of Eston, 
Saskatchewan. He is employed by Alberta 
Government Telephones in Red Deer, where 
they make their home. They have a family of 
four — Kevin, Kathy, Kelly and Kimberly. 

Delores worked in sulphur research in the 
University of Calgary until her marriage to 
Forrest Bird of Olds. They make their home in 
Rocky Mountain House where Forrest is vice- 
principal of the Junior-Senfor High School. Their 
three children are Lina, Cari, and Ryan, 

Clarence was an avid outdoor person. He 
never missed an opportunity to go big-game 
hunting or fishing — sports in which he en- 
couraged Aili and the children to join him. He 
also enjoyed curling and was a member of the 
building committee, promoting the building of 
the four-sheet curling rink in Benalto. He was a 
careful, conscientious worker, both in farming 
and construction work, as evidenced by the 
result of the work he left behind, 
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THE ARMSTRONG BROTHERS 

James C. Armstrong (1846-1907) of Dutch 
Mills, Arkansas, U.S.A., married Mary 
Elizabeth White (1852-1904) of Cincinnati, Arkan- 
sas on January 26, 1873. To them were born the 
following children at Little Rock, Arkansas: 
James Elbert on December 22, 1874; Robert Lee 
‘on September 11, 1877; William Jackson on Oc- 
tober 31, 1878; Thomas Gaylord on September 1, 
1880; Gracie’ Pearl on March 6, 1882; Sloman 
Garland on December 13, 1884; and John Peyton 
on June 16, 1886. 

‘The Armstrong family came to Alberta in the 
latter part of April In 1904. They bought the W 1- 
38..W5 for five dollars an acre, They lived in 
tents until they were able to accumulate enough 
logs to build their house (which is still standing 
today). The house had one room upstairs and one 
room downstairs. A lean-to was later added, 
which became their kitchen with a small attic for 
an extra bedroom. 

Grandma Armstrong, not being well when 
they came to Alberta, passed away on October 4, 
1901. Grandpa passed away on July 9, 1907, after 
hhe had acquired a homestead — the quarter east 
of what used to be Melita School. 

‘The Armstrong brothers each took out a 
homestead and also continued buying land until 
thelr holdings eventually added up to seven 
quarters, much of it under cultivation. At one 
time they had 300 head of horses, some of which 
supplied entertainment at the “Famous Benalto 
Fair and Stampede”. Gaylord was always there, 
decked out in his cowboy hat and striking white 
chaps, riding around the grounds. However, find- 
ing pasture and providing winter feed for so 
many animals sometimes created a problem. 

Gracie Pearl married Jesse Craig and they 
farmed south of Benalto until their retirement to 
Sylvan Lake. They had two sons. John married 
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Neva Crawford, who lived in the Diamond Valley 
District. John and Neva’s children are Maureen, 
‘Murray, and Brian. Hal married Pat Savage, 
and they took over his parents’ farm. Pat and 
Hal have a home in Phoenix, Arizona, U.S.A. 
where they spend their winters. They’ have a 
summer home in Calgary, and Hal works during 
the summers as a hail adjuster in some areas. 
Their three children are Wayne, Beverley and 
Elbert. 

John married Lulu Lenore (Kit) Barhan in 
1913. They had three children — James William 
(Bill), Barry Barhan and Laura Marie. 

Bill married Lenora Shamlock and they had 
two children, Gail Marie and Joan Louise. Bill 
served overseas in World War II. He passed 
away in Victoria, B.C. in 1959. Lenora and her 
mother were killed in a car accident west of Ed. 
monton, 

Barry married Irene Talson and they had five 
children: Barry (Bud) Darwin, Barbara Marie, 
Betty Lou, Bennett John and a baby boy who 
lived only’ a few hours and is buried in the 
Eckville Cemetery. Bud married Jennine Moos. 
Their three children are Debbie Dawn, Dannet 
Sue and Daileen Marie. They reside at Sherwood 
Park, where Bud is in the oll business, Barbara 
married Bill Partica. They have a son, Timothy. 
Bill is also in the ofl business and they have spent 
many years overseas. Their mobile home is in 
Sylvan Lake. Betty Lou is married to Terry Han- 
nin, They have a son, Chad Michael, and live in 
Red Deer. Terry Is in the pipeline business. and 
Betty Lou is a legal secretary. Ben Is following 
his great uncle’s pattern of remaining single. He 
also works in the pipeline business and makes his 
home in Red Deer. Barry died in 1949. 

James Elbert, William Jackson (Bill), Robert 
Lee (Bob), and Thomas Gaylord remained 
bachelors. Sloman Garlan passed away on July 
12, 1895 at Little Rock, Arkansas. 








Sadness came to Kit and John when thelr lit. 
tle daughter passed away at the tender age of 
three years. She died of scarlet fever. 

‘The Armstrong brothers, being very musical, 
often played for dances. "Left-handed Elbert 
played a right-handed violin, and it was sweet 
music, believe me! Quite often we would drive 
up on'summer evenings and hear him playing 
“Arkansas Traveller” or “Listen to the Mocking 
Bird”, or many others of his favorites. Elbert 
also was ‘chief cook and bottle washer” 
Everyone enjoyed his hot biscuits and corn pone 
(Johnny cake). He left this life on April 29, 1956. 

Friends seem to have a special memory of 
each of the brothers. Bill worked the fields, and 
was about the best story-teller of all. He never 
laughed at his own jokes. Quite the charmer! Bill 
passed away on October 30, 1941. Bob was the 
“Boss Man” until his death on December 15, 
1942. He was always consulted about any 
business transaction in the family. Gaylord was 
the horseman. He would head the round-up when 
It came branding time. He also shone as a ladies’ 
man (shsh). He departed this lite September 5, 
1954. John was the “Old Married Man” as their 
French housekeeper, Madam Piecereaux, affec- 
tionately named him. 

John and Kit lived in what is now the Jobs’ 
home. They had planned to build a new home and 
had lumber shipped from British Columbia. The 
site was selected when one day Kit took off on her 
horse, Headlight, to choose a new building spot 
on the hill where the Krause family are now iv 
ing, Theirs was one of the first homes in the area 
to have inside plumbing and electricity. John 
passed away May 7, 1960. Kit and John were avid 
hockey fans and drove the boys, BIll and Barry 
Included, to their out-of-town games. The Hockey 
Club's dances in Eckville were very well 
attended and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. 
Kit resides in Red Deer now and atiends all the 
Eckville Eagles’ hockey games and functions. 











THE AUSTIN FAMILY 
Henry Luther Austin was born in Wisconsin. 
Rosie Prevo was born in Iowa. They were 
married in Nebraska in the latter 1800's. They 
had two sons in Nebraska, Orlie and W.J. (Bill) 
Lute Austin as he was known by his neighbors, 
homesteaded west of Red Deer in the Poplar 
Ridge district in 1902. He moved his wife, Rosie 
and the two boys to the homestead in 1903. The 
first home was a sod house. Two more sons and 
two daughters were all born on the homestead 
OM. (Millard), Vera, Retta, and A.L. (Buster). 
All went to school in the Poplar Ridge School. 
Lute brought one of the first threshing 
machines to the district, being a 21 inch Case. 
‘This machine was hand fed and had no straw 
blower only a straw carrier. They later moder- 
nized this machine by adding a blower and self 
feeder. After the machine was dealt off it turned 
up east of Red Deer and was still in use in the 








1940's. It was first powered by six or eight horses 
on a horse power unit. Later a single cylinder 
gasoline engine was used that had been con 
verted from a stationary engine to a traction 
engine by means of a friction drive. This had no 
steering aparatus so had to be steered by horses 
on a pole. This was called an “‘old famous”. At 
that time most of the threshing was done trom 
stacks to avoid being snowed under. They 
threshed from Red Deer to Hespero, and some 
years were almost late for spring work. The 
family also operated a sawmill on the farm for a 
while cutting the native timber for themselves 
and neighbors as a lot of building was needed. 
Bill took over the machinery work about the time 
of the first World War. Bill and his brother-in-law 
A. D. (Archie) Smith bought a new threshing 
machine, a 28 inch Avery that was used until 
1936. They aiso bought a iarge gasoline traction 
engine. This engine was a twin sister of the 
‘Mogul, and could have been made by them, but 
was sold by International Harvester and there 
was no real name on this monster. This engine 
was a ‘two cylinder’ and had to be left running 
all night in the cold weather as you could not turn 
it over. Archie and Bill worked together until 
1928 when Archie moved to Rockford, Illinois. 

Bill then took over on his own and Kept up this 
work until he sold his farm in 1948, Three 
quarters of raw land was bought from C.P.R. 
‘This was three miles east of the old Sylvan Lake 
Creamery and there was some extra large 
timber on some of this land. Along with getting 
the land cleared, breaking, threshing, and some 
other custom work Bill also ran a sawmill and 
lumber planer for a few years at different 
locations. These were powered by two steam 
engines. These sawmill operations brought him 
in contact with the Skocdopole Bros. from Botha 
‘who had built one of the first brush cutters in the 
country. A deal was made for lumber and they 
cleared the large timber areas of this land and 
some of his fathers original homestead. Some of 
this timbered land had stumps so big no ordinary 
tractor of those times could attempt to break It 
As the land was needed for farming the steam 
engine was fired up and with two ploughs behind, 
breaking was started. As the breaking con: 
tinued, dry wood became a problem so the old 
two cylinder gas engine was started up and as 
long as the ploughs hung together nothing could 
stop either of these engines. Most of the land was 
broke by them. 

All of the Austin men were the neighborhood 
handy men. No one would think of getting a 
mechanic from town before getting consultation 
from one of them. After the experience on all the 
old gas engines and all the old machinery the 
neighbors seldom had to go any farther. 

Orlie, the oldest boy, married Connie Wilson, 
a school teacher who taught school in the Evarts 
district. They have two girls and one boy. The 
family moved to British Columbia in the 1920's. 

W.J. (Bill) married Mary Caroline (Bea) 
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Smith, a stepdaughter of his uncle, Bill Prevo. 
‘They have four sons and two daughters. 

Rosie Marie, married Gus Poffenroth. They 
have three sons and one daughter. 
cahenny Ann Carey is married and living in 
Calgary. 

Janet is married and living in the State of 
Washington. 

Vern is at home in Red Deer. 

W.E. (Dick) married Margaret Swanson, 
they have three daughters and one son, 

Linda married Gillman Hills and reside in 
Benalto. 

Sharon, married K. G. (Ken) Lightbown and 
lives near Markerville, William and Sandra live 
at home. 

Evelyn Beatrice (Bea) married M. M. (Moss) 

have a daughter Lorna and a son 








three children; Dianne, Susanne and Lane. 

ELF. (Gene) {s married to Carol Cody and 
they reside in Red Deer. They have three 
daughters; Theresa, Tammy and Susan, all at 
home. 

Orile, the youngest son, was lost due to illness 
in his tender years. 

Millard, married, now living in Edmonton, 
has four sons. 

Vera, married R. C. James living at 
Longview, Wash. have two daughters and one 
son. 

Retta married Ray DePauw ‘living in 
Washington State have two sons and one 
daughter, 

A. L. (Buster) married Hilda Knoll, live in 
Red Deer and have three daughters and one son. 

W. J. (Bill) Austin carried on the farming and 
threshing operations until the farm was sold to 
Bahler Bros. in 1948 and purchased the Benalto 
Garage. 


‘THE JAMES BARHAN FAMILY 

James Barhan was born in Exira, Iowa, 
US.A. He came to Alberta in 1911 with Charlie 
Jenkins, and purchased a section, Sec. 2-39-3-W5, 
of land across from Armstrong Brothers. James 
Barhan’s son, Guy, followed two weeks later In 
an immigrant car with furniture and horses. 

Mr. and Mrs, James Barhan’s children were 
Olive, Eloise, Skyler, Guy and Lulu. 

Laura (Granny) Barhan later brought Lulu, 
who was nicknamed “Kitten” because of her 
fondness for cats. This name was later shortened 
fo “Kit”, by which she is presently known to 
everyone. They were met in Red Deer by grand- 
dad (Jim) and Bob Armstrong at the railroad 
station. Bill, Gaylord, and John Armstrong had 
deen back 'to Arkansas, U.S.A. to visit ‘with 
relatives. Bob and Jim met Granny and Kit and 
gran’s sister, Eva Jenkins, Charlie Jenkins’ 
wife, who lived in their house for a time. The 
house was new and had two rooms downstairs 
which Ava and Charlle occupied. Granny, Jim 





and family had two bedrooms upstairs, plus a 
Pantry and kitchen downstairs. It did not appeal 
to Kit and granny after leaving a nice home in 
Iowa, but they managed very well and 
acclimatized to their new environment. 

Olive and Eloise married two brothers, Jack 
Freeman and Clyde Freeman and moved to the 
United States to live in Oregon. 

Skyler (Punch) was a druggist at Atlanta, 
Towa, and remained there, but eame to Canada 
later where he was employed in Calgary by Par- 
son & Denoon Stock Exchange as a salesman. He 
married Louella and they have three children — 
Marion (Knowles), Robert Walker, and Janet. 
‘They are all living in the United States. 

Olive and Clyde later moved back to Exira 
and have two children, Doris and Jamie. 

Eloise and Jack Freeman lived on Jim 
Barhan's quarter which Jim had purchased 
earlier. They have three daughters, Laura (Mrs. 
Charles Harrison) lives in Pender, B.C. They 
moved there after Charles’ retirement as Fire 
Chief in Calgary. Their three children are Bren: 
da Ann, Dana Sue and Charles (Chuck). They all 
reside in British Columbia. 

Eva Naomi (Mrs. John Murray) lives in 
Caigary. They have ‘six children — Marilyn, 
Nikki, Linda, Janice, Colleen and Kent. 

Norma (Babe) married Terry Fowler and 
they are making their home in Calgary 

Guy Barhan married Flocella Johnston. She 
‘was one of the first school teachers at the Saima 
‘School. Everyone loved and respected her. She is 
presently living in Nanaimo, B.C. with her son, 
Roy. Marjorie, thelr daughter, is also living in 
British Columbia. All of the school children were 
saddened when their oldest daughter, Dorothy, 
dled in California at the age of three years. They 
had pulled up stakes here to make thelr home in 
California. They returned after Dorothy's death 
and Floss came back to teach at Saima. Guy 
farmed his father’s land until he was tragically 
killed in a binder accident in the fall of 1937. His 
horses panieked and the horse-drawn binder ran 
over him. 

Kit (Lulu Lenore) married John Armstrong 
In 1913. They had two sons and one daughter, 
James William (Bill), Barry Barhan and Laura 
‘Marie. Bill passed away in Victoria, B.C. in 1959. 
Barry died in December, 1949, and Baby Marie 
died in 1920 at the age of three years. 

Mrs. Laura Barhan, atfectionately called 
“Granny"” by everyone, enjoyed the company of 
young people. She cooked huge meals for the ball 
Players who came by to play ball on Sundays. 
She also had her famous recipe for baked beans. 
She often said, “I’ve got to bake beans in case the 
Lutz boys come by.” The first words Art Lutz 
would say were “Hey, granny, bring on the 
beans!”, whenever he ‘arrived. ‘Granny would 
chuckle with delight. To our sorrow she passed 
away on February 21, 1950, at the age of 85 years 
and five months. 

‘The Barhans brought with them two cows and 

















horses, one a pony for Kit named “Flash”, a 
Pacer which Kit often rode, 

They also brought thelr piano with them, Kit 
played it and their friends, Gladys and Ralph 
Matchett, along with Norman Turner, (who later 
married Gladys), would come by, so they had 
good music. Arthur Kinna, a very good violinist, 
would often join them. All'in all, it was very e: 
joyable. Norman Turner also accompanied them 
on the plano, 

A.couple of days after her arrival, Kit was out 
hanging clothes when Bob Edgar rode in on his 
horse. He told her about the dance at Pitcox (now 
Hespero) the following night. He was happy to 
see young people coming to the country. They 
went to the dance and had a great time, although 
the boys far outnumbered the girls. There were 
only seven girls in attendance and Guy, 
somewhat shy, didn’t even ask a girl to dance. 

Kit was an ardent curler and she delivered 
milk to the village of Eckville daily, rain or 
shine. 

John was agent for the United Grain Growers 
elevator for several years. Unfortunately, he had 
to retire early because of repeated attacks of 
arthritis, 


BENALTO AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY — by 
W. E, (Dick) Austin 

It’s a shame that no one has kept a record of 
the society, so my history is based on common 
knowledge of a few of the old timers that are left, 
and bits and pieces picked up here and there 
Most of it is from newspaper clippings, some old 
minute books and old fair books. 

‘The original society was formed In 1917 and 
the first fair was held in 1918. Prior to this, a 
sports day was held in Evarts, which ran annwal- 
ly from 1905 until 1915. Due to the railroad being 
moved to north of Evarts and possibly some 
other reasons, this was moved to Benalto in 1916. 
Some of the old timers claim there were a few 
bucking horses and a few horse races held along 
with this in 1916 but it Is not known for sure. 
























SLE. MoKee, president of Benalto 
to 1503, 
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president of Bent Agricultural Society, 1927 to 
1929 and 1981 to 1983, 











Imar Hyvonen, early director and past president of Benalto 
Agricultural Society 


‘The first full scale stampede was held in 1917 
and has been held annually since then. There are 
also some old timers that claim a few exhibits 
were also in the first stampede but it is not 
known for sure. The first registered fair under 
the Benalto Agricultural Society was held in 
1918. 

‘The full success of the soclety has to be given 
to the early founders of it and to the many men 
and women as officers that took part in the 
beginning and the ones to follow them. The fair 
and stampede were run by two separate groups 
in the beginning but were run on the same days 
After a few years they joined together but the ac 
tual year is not known, 

Here is a list of the original officers and the 
others that followed to carry on their work (note 
some of the time these officers spent in office). 
See figure 3, 
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S.B.MeKee .. 
Henry Talson 
P.N. Cameron —2 terms 
W. Holsworth 

Harry Bice 
‘Thomas Smith . 
Jack MeBride 
‘Clyde Stautte 
Lloyd MeNeti 
Ray Niemela— 
Murray Stauffer... 
G.R. Sterling 
GR Lougheed 


F.G. Jenkins —2 terms 
Chas. Jenkins 
Orval Gatzke (Asst.) 
Clyde Stauffer .. 
Dewey Nielsen 
Louis Kathol 
Swan Anderson 
Evart Ball 





S.Lien 
Wilson Cameron . 
Grant Cameron 
Harry Durward 
Dennis Bramall... 
Les Ray 
Bev Staniforth . 









P.T. McKee . 
A. Norton —2ierms « 
3.8, Simpson 
CB. Pugh 
Geo. Richardson 
Jim Fink 

G.R. Sterling. 
Jack Purdle .. 
Peter Kachmir 
Dale Mannix 
Robert Brown .. 
Bev Staniforth— 2 terms. 
Pat Knowles 








Henry Talson F.G. Jenkins 
J. Hohnson I. Hyvonen 
3.D. Barhan J.S.Simpson 
‘A. McPherson T 


Directors: 


Past Presidents: 














L.B. Walker C.Barhan 
R.L. Armstrong W. W. Slack 
JM Craig L. Telning. 


1917-23, 
1924-26 
vn 1927-29 and 1931-33 


Stampede Managers: 
(They were called sports directors from 1931-36): 














"Stampede Secretaries: 

















Secretary Treasurers: 


‘Tyears 
Byears 
‘Tyears 
lyear 
lyear 
Byears 
2years 
LByears 
2years 
Byears 
lyear 
years 





ld years 
1-97-26 and 1931-36 6 years 
4years 
lyear 
4years 
Syears 
13 years 
Byears 
10 years 
1931-38 2years 
1939-40 2years 
1941-48 8 years 
1949-67 19 years 
1968-74 Tyears 
1975 lyear 
1976-2 2years 
1917-22 6years 


1923-28 and 1934-40 
3929-33, 


“1965-67 and 1971-73, 
1974-7 











Original slate of officers, President, 


Figure 3 
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MeKee; First Vice-Pres., J. W. Warwick; Sec: 











ond Vice Pres., T. B. Millar; Sec. 
T. McKee. 

Along with these officers, hundreds of direc- 
tors and other members over the years have put 


Treasurer, P. 


countless hours of work into the society to make 
it what it is to-day. 

‘The Stampede in itself can be to the credit of 
the late F. G. Jenkins and the Armstrong 
Brothers. They organized the first show and ran 
it for many years to make it one of the main 











Benalto fir and Stampede 


summer events in central Alberta. ‘The 
Armstrongs along with Ed Medin, Orin Wylie 
and many more supplied the stock for many 

ars of charge. The announcing was done by 
Frank Jenkins on a saddle horse with the aid of a 
megaphone. 

Many of the early exhibitors turned their 
prize money back to the society to help pay ex- 
Penses. One of the early directors did this for 
many years, this was I. Hyvonen. 

In the early 1920's Mr. and Mrs. P. N. (Peter) 
Cameron and Mr. and Mrs. A. (Archie) Norton 
moved into the district. They became exhibitors 
and promoters for many years. Their years In of. 
fice and leadership can be appreciated in helping 
to keep things going during the lean years. In 
1919 the total gate receipts were $97. In 1920 an 
aeroplane ride could be had — 12 minutes for $10. 
In 1921 $3,900. was paid in prize money. $100. was 
aid to the best bronc rider. $15. was first prize 
for a horse race. 

By 1924 there was a hall, a poultry building, a 
horse barn and a grand stand that would seat 500 
people. These were all bullt at a total labor cost 
of $25. In 1935 under President, Thomas Smith, 
the society became free of debi 

In the first stampede there were no chutes so 
Bill Hansen was the ear man to ear down the 
brones. In the second year only one chute was 
made so to save time, his services were needed 
again. Since then several sets of chutes have 
been built changing locations at times but 
always in the same area. In 1968 a new set of 
steel chutes were built with all new corrals; we 
hope they will outlast many of us. 

some of the riders in the first stampede were 
Levi Erickson, the Watrin Bros., Sykes Robinson 









































Mrs. Cameron and Mes. Beant atthe Benalo Flt 





and John Chitwood. The winner of top money at 
this event was a man from Clive but we were not 
able to come up with his name. The stampede 
has been run every year despite some horrible 
weather conditions. In 1937 it had to be postponed 
for one week due to the weather but was run off a 
week later in fine style. The cowboys had to billet 
in the hall for a whole week as the roads were so 
bad most of them couldn't leave anyway. This is 
the year that Lord and Lady Tweedsmuir were to 
have attended the fair on thelr way to Rocky 
Mountain House, but the roads were So bad their 
only stop was at Swan Anderson's, 

‘The fair has been held every year with the ex. 
ception of 1932. Money was so scarce then; the 
falr was not held but a ball tournament held in its 
Place. Benalto joined the pro rodeo circuit in its 
early years and have stayed in the clreuit ever 
since, 
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‘The original land site is the same locatfon we 
use to-day. In the early 1920's the land was up for 
tax sale and had it not been for the efforts of 
Peter Cameron and the McKees and other, this, 
land would have been lost. The roads were 
almost impassible as it was during the spring 
run off, and someone had cut the fences that 
were used as a telephone line in the early years. 
However, with their efforts and contributions 
they met the deadline by only a matter of a cow. 
ple of hours and we still retain the land to-day. Tt 
‘was not until 1946 that the deed was obtained and 
isnow in the name of a board of trustees. We now 
have one of the finest community grounds in the 
country and we can be most proud of our 
forefathers who made it possible. The grounds 
consist of our rodeo grounds with grand stand 
and race track, concession booths, a fine com: 
munity hall, large parking facilities, an outdoor 
skating rink and our multipurpose building that 
is used as an agriculture barn by the fair and 4H 
Clubs and as a curling rink in the winter. 

I would like to thank everyone who helped me 
get this information, and a special thank you to 
Alice Durward for the use of a complete set of 
fair books and a scrap book that her mother Mrs. 
Pete Cameron kept. I’m sure without these my 
sources of information would have been very 
slim, 


BENALTO BAPTIST CHURCH — by G. R. 
Lougheed 

In the fall of 1927 a group of interested 
families met at Mr. 0. MeKee’s home, and from 
this beginning a Baptist Church was started. By 
the spring of 1928, and from the home of Grand- 





ma Burdick, the church was organized. The 
original 20 chartered members included: 


Miss Elsie McKee 
Mr. Lynn Burdick 

Mrs. Lillian Nielsen 
Mr. Everett Nielsen 
Miss Bessie Burdick 
Miss Sarah Burdick 
Mr. Dave Holsworth 
Mr. W. 0. McKee 


Mr. S. E. McKee 
Mr. Wm. Holsworth 
Mrs. S. E. McKee 
Mrs. Ruth Burdick 
Mrs. Wm. Holsworth 
Mrs, Irene Bardwell 
Mr. J. E. McKee 
Mrs. Elmer McKee. 
Mrs. W. 0. McKee 

‘The first Pastor was Rev. Howard Phillips. 
‘The congregation held services in several 
places, such as the Booster Hall and the Knights 
of Pythias Hall, until they purchased the Broder- 
son house and had it remodeled. This was then to 
be their place of worship until 1945. Rev. William 
MacDonald was now the pastor and under his 
guidance a new church was built. The old church 
was sold and is now the lovely home of Orlie 
Nielsen on his acreage east of town. 

This church building served the congregation 
until 1963; under the pastorate of Rev. Ron Allen 
it was overflowing and bursting at the seams. As 
a result, the new church was built, the lovely 
Duilding we now worship in. It was a great day in 
1970 under the ministry of Rev. Stewart Win: 
drum, that the final payment was made, and the 
mortgage was burned, 

Our present Pastor, Rev. Denis Burt 
came in 1972, and in 1974 a new manse was built 
after selling the old manse, which was moved 
away. 

Pastors of the Benalto Baptist Church have 
been: 

Rev. H.C. Philips 

Rev. Dickenson 

















1928-1932 
3032-1933 








Rev. Earl Philips 1933-1934 
Rev. Collins 1934-1937 
Rev. Gibbons 1937-1938 
Rev. D. Milligan 1938-1941 
Rev. Wm. McDonald 1941-1946 
Rev. R. Beck 1946-1950 
Rev. W. Streight 1951-1955 
Rev. Jack Purdie 1955-1960 
Rev. Jim Stevens 1966- 6 months 
Rev. Stewart Windrum, 1967-1972 
Rev. Dennis Burriss 1972 to the present 


‘The new church we have now, under the 
ministry of Dennis Burriss, Is enjoying a good 
time in its worship. They have a full complement 
of Sunday School’ classes for every age. The 
Christian Service Brigade for boys was started 
in 1975. The Brigade section is under the 
leadership of Jerry Axelson and Harold Burdick. 

The Stockades have Gary Hillman, Eari 
Vokes, Dennis Burriss and Robert Akitt. 

‘The girls’ program has Barbara Hillman and 
Ruth Burriss as leaders. We can say, “Here in 
hath the Lord Led.”” 


BENALTO — ITS EARLY SETTLERS, 
ORGANIZATIONS AND ACTIVITIES — by 
George Sterling 

Probably the best-known organization around 
Benalto is the Benalto Booster Club. The history 
of the club itself dates back to the very beginning 
of the location of the Hamlet Itself, to 1912, when 
it was first considered that a townsite be sur- 
veyed at the present location along the Alberta 
Central Railway. It is shown on the C.P.R. plan 
as Blocks 1 to 4, A & B Plan of subdivision of part 
of S.W. 31-38.2:W5, made by D. T. Rownsend 
ALS. and dated January 2, 1914. It was 
registered in the Land Titles Office at Edmonton 
on the 4th day of June, 1914, as Plan No. 5237 A.Y. 

Frank Jenkins, his cousin, Charlie Jenkins, 
the Armstrong Brothers, Swan Anderson, Jack 
Simpson, Matt and William Wuori are among the 
names of those who persuaded and suggested the 
location of the Hamlet of Benalto. 

‘The first passenger train to come west from 
Red Deer on the Alberta Central Railway, which 
passed through Benalto, was in 1914. Passengers 














‘The sation and elevators about 1928-1929, 
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on this train included, among others, Charles Lit- 
tle, Locomotive Foreman; Watson Hall, district 
Superintendent; W. C. Donley, Red Deer C.P.R. 
agent; James Carrol, conductor; Lloyd Hambly, 
brakeman, 

The first time that the Booster Club actually 
held a community program was in 1915 when a 
small group put on a stampede on or near the 
same location on the farm of Charlie Jenkins, 
‘This eventually brought about the acquisition of 
the present parcel of land, some 27 acres, now 
known as the Benalto Agricultural and Benalto 
Booster grounds. Charles Jenkins, with his 
cousin Frank Jenkins, transferred the ownership 
eventually to be jointiy owned and registered in 
the name of the Benalto Agricultural Society and 
the Benalto Booster Club. 

Frank Jenkins was born on August 17, 1873 in 
the County of Audubon, near the town of 
Brayton, in the State of Iowa, U.S.A. He came to 
this district and purchased land in 1912, During 
his active years he farmed, was an auctioneer, 
carried on a livestock shipping business, and for 
a few years operated a livestock business in 
Calgary, which went under the name of Barhan 
and Jenkins, a partnership. In the 1920's it was 
‘common to hear the broadcast of the noon prices 
of this firm over the W. W. Grant Radio Station, 
now CFCN. He continuously kept his interest In 
Benalto and the Benalto Booster Club. He was 
its president from 1917 to 1928 and from 1931 to 
1933, and was Stampede Manager for most of 
these years as well. During the tlme he was not 
Stampede Manager, his cousin Charlie took on 
this work for him, until Charlie bought a farm in 
the Leslieville district, and even then Charlie 
was on hand to help with the Stampede. 

Frank’s knowledge of the district and his con. 
tact with the many in the farming Industry 
enabled him to call on people throughout the 
whole area to help in the work and activities in 
putting on a Stampede each year, as well as en- 
courage people to come to Benalto to develop 
various business activities which, after all, was 
the purpose, and still is, of the Benalto Booster 
Club. 

‘Among those were the Armstrong Bros., who 
were some of his best supporters. They had the 
horses for the Stampede. Sd Medin had the cat- 
le, and Frank needed both horses and cattle to 
put on the Stampede. Gaylord was the horseman, 
Ed the cattleman, and they were always ready to 
oblige. He also had an outlaw horse, owned by 
Orrin Wylie, that was one of the hardest for the 
cowboys to ride. 

‘The Benalto Booster Club in Its earlier years 
as well as having an interested and active presi- 
dent also had a very active and interested 
secretary-treasurer. George Warren filled this 
office for many years. He had come to Benalto as 
its first elevator agent in 1919. Before coming to 
Benalto he had farmed the SW 25-38-2-W5, which 
was owned later by Mr, and Mrs. Peter Opp. 

George Warren was an aggressive type of 


























fellow and did everything possible, by petition 
and advertising, to have people come to Benalto, 
and to help those who came with assistance in 
starting their business. To encourage McCanna 
& McKenzie to establish the first Hardware in 
1921, the Booster Club bought Lot 4, Block 4 on 
Railway Avenue, and built a building 20° by 40" 
with 10” studs, and agreed to sell it at fifty dollars 
down and twenty-five dollars per month until ful- 
ly paid. The agreement of sale was apparently 
fulfilled at the proper time, as McKenna & 
‘McKenzie sold out to George Kock of Strathmore 
in 1926 and George Kock in turn sold out to the 
Atlas Lumber Company & Builders Hardware in 
1928. The building is still used and operated as a 
Hardware and is part of the building presently 
owned by George R. Sterling. 



















Alls office and store, 1940, 


The Benalto Booster Club worked hard to get 
the station located in the present Benalto town- 
site. A copy of 53 names on a petition which in- 
cludes farmers and businessmen throughout the 
Markerville, Evarts, Happy Hill, Craig and 
Benalto districts bear this out. 

‘The Stampede and Fair grounds, which con- 
sist of over 27 acres, were acquired from Charlie 
Jenkins for the community. For the earlier years 
ownership rested separately in the names of the 
Benalto Booster Club and the Benalto 
Agricultural Society. The operation of the two 
organizations on a separate basis often led to 
considerable discussion as to which one made 
money and which one lost money, especially 
after the Fair and Stampede. To make for better 
relations, the property was finally registered in a 
joint title In the Land Titles Office, Edmonton, 
Alberta, Certificate No. 174 L 127 in the name of 
six trustees, namely: Langton Wells, Swan 
Anderson, Clifford Hillman, G. R. Lougheed, 
Lloyd McNeil and Everett Nelisen, these 
trustees representing both the interests of both 
the Benalto Booster Club and the Benalto 
Agricultural Society. 

This amalgamation marked the commence- 
ment of very important growth in the develop- 
‘ment of the property. A permanent highway ser- 
viced by the County of Red Deer No. 23 serves 


the property. A four-sheet curling rink with 
modern facilities and cooling refrigeration 
equipment, is available for the Benalto 
Agricultural Soclety for the Fair and other 
special events and the Benalto Curling Club for 
winter bonspiels. 

‘The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
No. 404 entered into a co-partnership with the 
Benalto Agricultural Society and the Benalto 
Booster Club for the building and operation of the 
Community Hall by agreement signed with the 
trustees on February 22, 1961. Since then a new 
community hall has been bull, fully modern, for 
the use of the community and under the care and 
direction of the Elks and Royal Purple. 

‘The Benalto Booster Club played its part in 
getting the Benalto School property. The land 
was made available for purchase by the Rocky 
Mountain School Division by the owner, Mr. John 
Heikkinen in 1987. It was built by Waterman 
& Waterbury, Regina, with the material supplied 
by Atlas Lumber Company, Benalto, The 28° 2’ x 
8' were cut by Dave Adams’ mill, west of Rimbey 
and hauled in by his son, William Adams. The 
land was levelled through the efforts of a “Bee” 
under the direction of Mr. Matt Harju of the 
Kuusamo district, who brought in the largest 
grader in use in the Municipal District of Lorne 
at that time, The trustees of the day were Emma 
Kinna, Archibald Norton, and Everett Neilsen, 
and Mr. Gust Maki was the representative 
trustee for the Rocky Mountain School Division. 
‘The school was ready for operation in the fall of 
1938, 

Roads were always a problem of which the 
Benalto Booster Club was aware, and they con- 
stantly endeavoured to bring attention to this 
problem by the government representatives and 
municipal bodies. In 1930 a big effort was made 
to have a direct road to Sylvan Lake one mile 
south of the present Highway No. 11. In 1940 a 
representative group drove to Edmonton to try 
to get help from the government. Included in the 
group was Alex Duncan, Councillor for the 
Municipal District of Golden West; and Alt 
Foster, father of the present Attorney General, 
Honorable James Foster. This trip was made in 
‘April. To get to Highway No. 11, it was necessary 
tohave Albert Johnson (who at that time was our 
Grayman) haul the car we were to travel in to 
Highway No. 11, and he also met the committee 
about ten o'clock that evening when we got back 
from Edmonton, to haul us back into Benalto. 
‘The mud was so deep no vehicle could operate 
under its own power. That delegation did have 
some success as a small grant from the govern- 
ment by way of the municipality did get gravel 
for the mud holes, which was hauled and spread 
under the direction of Dewey Nielsen acting as 
foreman. One problem arose as a result of the 
gravelling — the rocks in the gravel kept coming 
fo the surface. Eventually this problem was 
solved with the paved road which now leads in 
from Highway No. 11 from the east and west. 

















In 1937 during the Fair and Stampede the 
roads into Benalto were practically impassable. 
‘The Governor-General of Canada, Lord 
Tweedsmuir and Lady Tweedsmuir, Lord and 
Lady Buchan were slated to be in attendance for 
a short visit during the Stampede events, but the 
rain fell and made the roads Impassable for 
travel into Benalto. The grounds, grandstand 
and buildings were decorated with Union Jacks 
and red, blue and white bunting. Three 
archways were also set up along Railway 
Avenue, and the bandstand was designated as 
the place where the guests of honor and thelr 
party would be located. The torrents of rain and 
wind shattered the archways and completely 
mutilated the decorations. It was not a complete 
disappointment for the Governor-General and 
his wife, however. He had requested on this trip 
to Benaito, that arrangements be made, if possi- 
ble, for them to stop at a home with a Finnish 
Bath. Since the Anderson home was on the 
highway, they were able to visit at the home of 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Swan Anderson at the Benalto cor- 
ner. 

Due to the heavy rains the Stampede itselt 
had to be postponed for one week. Plans were 
made to have the cowboys and the midway re- 
main in Benalto. Travel was at a complete halt, 
except by railway. E. J. Casey Shows, of Win: 
nipeg, had the Midway and were travelling with 
trucks. To accommodate the cowboys and the 
showmen, the cowboys were given the use of the 
Agricultural barn and the showmen were given 
the use of the Booster’s Hall. The arrangements 
went along well for a few days, until some of the 
cowboys felt that the members of the Midway 
were being better treated than they were. The 
result was a raid on the sleeping quarters of the 
midway, and, as you can imagine, “all Hell 
broke loose”. 

One word that has always been commonly 
heard in Benalto is the word “bee”. Whenever 
something was to be done in the community, 
such as build a community hall, build a school, a 
church, a curling barn and rink, build a grand. 
stand, have a clean-up or even build the new 
eating booth in 1977, the accomplishment of these 
projects invariably is carried out by means of a 
“bee.” The names of all the willing helpers for 
these activitiies would make a long, long list. 

In the 1920's and early 1930's those who curled 
in Benalto were members of the Evarts Curling 
Club. In 1933 It was decided to form a curling 
club at Benalto. Ray Nourse, who was the agent 
for the Alberta Pacific Grain Company Ltd., 
arranged through his superintendent, Mr. 
‘MacMillan, to buy a set of second-hand rocks for 
two sheets of Ice. Mr. MacMillan not only 
arranged to buy these rocks but also delivered 
them with his auto on the various trips he made 
on his inspections at Benalto. These were of a 
variety of weights and sizes — little “Tea 
Kettles” from an old Scottish Club in Scotland to 
big jumbos, which were about five pounds 








3M 


heavier than the standard size. Even with the 
variety of rocks, the members were thrilled to 
have two complete sets. Curling has proven to be 
a very successful sport at Benaito. At the official 
opening in 1933 among those who were invited to 
throw the first rocks were R. B. Welliver of Red 
Deer, Percy Duffield of Sylvan Lake and Hugh 
MeLevin, of Red Deer. Laurel Nielsen can be 
mentioned as one who down through the years 
has spent many hours preparing and looking 
after the fee for the Benalto Curling Club as well 
as the Benalto Skating Club, which adjoins the 
Curling Club. 

Archibald Norton, C.P.R. Agent, who came to 
Benalto with his family in 1921, played an impor- 
tant part in the life of Benalto for over 25 years. 
He was always a very enthusiastic Benalto 
Booster Club member. For years he was the cor- 
respondent for the Red Deer Advocate, and 
served many years as the secretary-treasurer 
for the Benalto Agricultural Society and was 
honored as Honorary Secretary for his faithful 
years of service. During his years with the 
C.P.R. he was instrumental in selling many 
acres of land to those who came into the Benalto, 
Evarts, Happy Hill and Craig districts. 

Peter Cameron was another who, with Mrs. 
Cameron, played an important part in the 
Benalto, community, especially in the life of the 
Benalto Agricultural Society and the Benalto 
Presbyterian Church. Whenever a ‘‘bee” was 
called you could be sure you would find Mr. 
Cameron along with Mrs.’Cameron and their 
boys, Grant and Wilson, taking an active part in 
the work. A special banquet on January 24, 1948 
was held honoring Mr. and Mrs, Cameron for 
their years of support and faithful service to the 
Benalto communit 

Clyde Stauffer and his family, after moving 
from’ Alsask in 1935 and buying the Frank 
Jackson farm, has played an important part in 
our community life, as an auctioneer, Hereford 
breeder, as president of the Rural Electrification 
Association for the Province of Alberta, as presi- 
dent of the Benalto Agricultural Society and as 
‘Stampede Manager, 

During the 1930's and 1940's the Benalto Ten. 
nis Club was active, and in 1932 a ladies’ com- 
petition was held and among the players were 
Della McKee and Alma Sterling. Reverend J. W. 
MacDonald, minister of the Benalto Baptist 
Church, was a very active member during the 
1940's. As well, a large number of other well- 
known people were active members. 

‘The Benalto Home and School was very ac- 
tive in the development of the school in the com- 
munity. The first president was Mrs. Lillian 
‘McBride, who served in 1939 and 1940, and again 
in 1942-1943 and 1945-1947. Others who served as 
president were Mrs. Laura Holsworth, Mrs. Jean 
Pugh, Ralph Lough and Mrs. Pearl Jensen. 
‘Those who served as secretary-treasurer in- 
cluded Thelma Foster, Jack McBride, William 












































Morris, Bessle Burdick, Laura Holsworth and 
Grace Benner 

‘A general siore was operated for a number of 
years. It was started in the 1920's by a Mr. 0. C: 
Hansen, on Main Street where Me, and Mrs. Gil 
ills now live, He sold out in 1991 t0 Mr. H. J. 
Atlint, who came from Baleares, 
Saskatchewan. One New Years Eve in 1994 the 
building burned to the ground. Then a dwelling 
Feplaced the store and for a short time Mr. W. J 
Pickard operated a jewellery store inthis dwell: 
fn 

"Another fire in the 1920's was the loss of the 
fist Benalto Hotel on Rallway Avenue. It was 
febuilt in the same location and has since passed 
through the hands of several owners, being now 
bvned and operated by Ed Toperosky, 

fe Benalto Booster Club, the Home & School 

Ascocation, the trustees and the various other 
Supporters who established. permanency of a 
School at Benalto found its greatest support in 
ihe splendid teachers that devoted thelr interest 
and service down through the years. During the 
first school year” at Benailo, 1938-1939, A 
Franklin Van Horne was the Prinefpal and Lalmi 
Maki was Assistant Principal. Others who 
served as Principal were W. ‘C, Davidson, 
George Trasov, W. E. Farris. Assistants In: 
cluded Citford. AWeock, Alma Sterling, who 
setved for several terms. In 1992 an addition was 





‘Alma and George Steling, 194) 




































George Sterling and Wilon. Front: Alma Stetling and Kelth 






built to the school and four rooms came into 
operation, In 1954 a room was added in the base- 
ment, and Annie Simpson joined the staff. 
‘Through the years many other dedicated 
teachers served on the staff. Alma Sterling was 
on the staff continuously from 1940 until 1971, 
when she retired. During this time she also 
served for several years on the Post Secondary 
Education Board for the Government of Alberta. 

It was during the years of the Benalto Home 
and School Association that a regular contact 
was continued with the Rocky Mountain School 
Division by the Benalto Booster Club for support 
and extension to the school. The trustees for the 
School Division that gave a listening ear, Bjorn 
‘Thorlakson, Gust Maki, John Hillman,’ David 
Pearson and, after the transfer to the County of 
Red Deer No. 23, John Jillman, Levi Erickson, 
David Pearson, and Stan Swainson. The Home 
and School Association was discontinued at 
Benalto, but an association of the parents and 
teachers still carry on in the name of the Benalto 
School Parent Group. Among the main activities 
of later years is their assistance with the 
Strawberry Tea, the Christmas Concert and the 
annual year-end school picnic and sports day. 
‘The active officers have been Anne Thiels an 
Lucy Nielsen. 

Among the merchants that have served in the 
Hamlet of Benalto are as follows; Jack Simpson 
and Scott Hastie, who built the first store in 1915, 
























ack Simpson's Store, under construction +1915, 


followed by Mr. MacRae, V. B. Buchanan and 
Arthur Kinna, Mrs. Emma’ (Kinna) Jenkins, 
Donald J. G. Wilkes and Ruth Wilkes, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Roussel, all who, along with the generai 
store, served in the distribution of mail with the 
post office. Following Mr. and Mrs. Roussel, the 
Post Office was transferred across the main 
street to G. R. Lougheed, who was operating a 
general store there, in the same location where 
the community had been served by the Imperial 
Bank of Canada, a general store operated in turn 
by Brodersons, Simpsons, Robinson and Flem: 
ing, Foster Mullen, Knowles and now by Dick 
Thorstad. 








Part ofthe busines section of Benlto, about 1930. 


In the late twenties and early thirties Herman 
Schmidek, along with Emil Schill, operated a 
hardware store and a machine and oil agency on 
the west end of Railway Avenue, which is now oc- 
cupied as a dwelling by Mr. and Mrs. R. M. 
Simpson. Mr. James Longair worked with Her- 
man Schimidek during the 1930's as a bookkeeper 
and also secretary-treasurer for the Benalto 
Surling Club. Tn 1939 Mr. and Mrs. Longair 
moved to Calgary where they took over the 
management of the Woods Christian Home for 
boys for a short time. Mr. Bert Swift carried ona 
hardware business in this same building for a 
short time as well as Mr. Armtage. This was 
followed by an electrical business operated by 
Mr. Max Simpson. 

Among the builders and carpenters who con- 
structed the various buildings in Benalto the 
following contributed their skill: S. E. McKee, 
John Hillman, Joe M. Hillman, and John Rotvik, 








Main Street, Benalto, looking west about 1940, 


S. E. MeKee moved to the Benalto district from 
Red Deer where he served as mayor of that city. 
His first active interest in the community was his 
election as president of the Benalto Agricultural 
Society. He followed this by his activities in his 
chureh. He was one of the original leading of- 
ficers in the Benalto Baptist Church, which 
brought about the organizing and bullding of the 
new church and manse, now served by Rev. Den- 
nis Burriss, as Pastor. John Hillman was for 
years an active carpenter throughout the 
Benalto, Evarts and Markerville districts. He 
also served for years as trustee In the Rocky 
Mountain Schoo! Division and was the councillor 
‘on the Red Deer County No. 23. Joe M. Hillman 
was also active as a carpenter, mail carrier, and 
for years operated the livery barn at Benalto, 
John Rotvik, who built his own building on 
Railway Avenue in Benalto, was also an operator 
of a threshing machine in the Diamond Valley 
district for years. His sons, Gus and Elif, who 
now live in the Wetaskiwin area, served as 
pitcher and catcher on many occasions for the 
Benalto baseball team during the 1920's and 
1930°s, 














(Coyote Hunt taken infront of Wilkes Store, 1950. 


Among those who painted the buildings as 
they were built during the 1930's and 1940's was 
Pete Hansen, who was well known throughout 
the Benalto, Markerville and Dickson districts. 

Baseball was a featured sport in Benalto, es: 




















Benalto Ball Club, about 1946, Back: Everett Nilsen 
are Faris center feld, Howard Mullen «ts, Reg Hambly = left 
field, Tune Nieien - spare and right eld, Fron: Bert Cole - 
pitcher, Laurel Neen - pitcher and shortstop, Roy Nien tied, 
Don Wilkes = right field, Ralph Hambly ~ catcher, Lary Mullen © 
ba boy. 





pecially during the years that Frank Jenkins and 
0. M. Nielsen and his boys lived in the area. The 
Benalto Fair and Stampede grounds right from 
the beginning featured a baseball diamond, and 
the names of Nielsen, Hambly, Fink, Rotvik, 
Hansen, Stewart, Bardenhagen, Lien, Forhan, 
Daley, ‘Wilkes, Sisson, Sweinson, and Farris 
bring back many memories of Baseball here. 

Among those recognized down through the 
years for their interest in the Red Cross and hav- 
ing received their Red Cross Service Pins, were 
Emma Kinna Jenkins, Alma Sterling and Annie 
Simpson. The Red Cross has always been a well- 
supported charity in the Benalto district. During 
the Second Great War, Emma Kinna Jenkins, 
who at that time was postmistress and operator 
of the general store, gave unstintingly of her 
time and services to the Canadian Red Cross, 
She grew up the daughter of Thor Gudmundson, 
in the Markerville district, taught school for a 
number of years, and when she came to Benalto 
she came as Mrs. Arthur Kinna. Her daughter 
Ruth took over the store and post office after the 
Second Great War. She married D. J. G. Wilkes, 
who had served as a flying officer in the Cana- 
dian Air Force. They are living in Peterborough, 
Ontario where Don is employed with the Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

Baseball, and the Stampede program, were 
the main sources of entertainment during the 
earlier years at Benalto. The Booster Club ac- 
tually came into being as a result of these sports. 
The district owes a debt of gratitude to the 
Stampede Managers for their contribution. 
Frank Jenkins was manager from 1918 to 1926, 
and from 1933 to 1936; Charlie Jenkins from 1927 
to 1931; Clyde Stauffer from 1937 to 1940; Dewey 
Nielsen from 1941 to 1948; Ludwig Kathol from 
149 to 1961; Swan Anderson form 1962 to 1967; 
Evart G. H. Ball was elected in 1968 and con- 
tinues to serve at the present time (1977). Clyde 
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Stauffer, Ludwig Kathol and Swan Anderson 
were made Honorary Life Members of the 
Benalto Agricultural Society. 

‘The McBride family, in their development of 
the Riverbend Farms Ltd., have made an out. 
standing contribution to the development of the 
community through their interest in the church, 
school, 4-H clubs and the Benalto Agricultural 
Society. On Friday, Mareh 2, 1956, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack McBride were honored by the community 
as winners of the Canadian Rye Championships 
at the World Seed Fairs held in Toronto and 
Chicago in 1955. 

‘The Livery Barn was an Important business 
in the 1920's. During this time it was operated by 
J. M. and Helga Hillman, Orval Gatzke, and 
Albert Johnson. This property is now owned by 
G. R. Lougheed. The barn has been replaced by a 
lovely new home at the present time. 

‘The blacksmith shop, a very important 
business in the earlier years, was located south 
of where the livery barn was, ‘Tom Simon was for 
years the blacksmith at Evarts, and the mail 
carrier from Benalto to Evarts, Henry Johnson, 
who also operated a trucking business, George 
MeLevin, who now operates McLevin Welding 
Ltd., Red Deer, spent a short time working in 
this shop with Henry Johnson in the early 1930's. 
L, Bjornson, who came from Iceland, made the 
iron railings on the side of the steps of the 
Benalto Presbyterian Church. In the winter of 
1936 the old blacksmith shop burned to the 
ground. The property was taken over by James 
McGowan, who rebuilt and established a welding 
shop and a garage, along with the Imperial Oil 
agency. Mr. McGowan sold out to Uno Linde- 
quist in 194i and served during the remaining 
years of the War as an Instructor for the War 
Department of the Government of Canada, After 
retirement he has made his home in London, On- 
tario. This business was taken over from’ Mr. 
Lindequist by William Austin Sr. and his son 
William Austin Jr., the present owners, who now 
use the building for storage and as a private gar- 
age. 

‘The buying of livestock at Benalto was a very 
important business during the early years. This, 
with the selling of grain through the elevators, 
was the source of income for the farming in. 
dustry. Hundreds of carloads of cattle and hogs 
were bought and shipped during these years. 
Some of the livestock buyers who dealt with a 
great many of the shippers from the area wer 
Frank G. Jenkins, George Daley, H. McLennan, 
Ole Bardenhagen, Thomas Smith, Jack Simpson, 
Sivert Lien and Dewey Nielson. 

‘The old-time tie rack for teams of horses ex 
tended from the elevators to the C.P.R. station 
along Railway Avenue. It was common to see 
teams of horses tied the full length, while their 
owners were doing shopping at the stores or hav: 
ing repairs made at the blacksmith shop after 
they had delivered thefr loads of grain to the 
elevators or to the livestock yards. The livestock 



































yards and scales were located in the area where 
the Cominco Elevator and shed are now situated, 
One particular teamster, Henry Rowles, who 
farmed in the Raven area, drove a team of heavy 
draft horses. He groomed them beautifully. So 
that they would not suffer too much from the 
heat on their trip during the summertime he 
would leave home at two o'clock in the morning 
inorder to arrive in Benalto before the sun got so, 
hot, and would wait until late In the afternoon 
before starting home. Mr. Rowles was a brother- 
inlaw of Hon. George Hoadley, who was 
‘Minister of Agriculture in the U.F.A. Govern. 
ment of that day. 

In order to raise money in support of com- 
munity projects the Benalto Booster Club often 
sponsored plays or musical programs. It seemed 
as though everyone was willing to take part. A 
special feature involving the Kinna’s musical 
talents was the musical saw. Jack and Lillian 
McBride featured a sleight-of-hand act that 
always kept the audience in a happy mood, and 
the Norton family were great supporters in put 
ting on plays. 

Down through the years an entertainment 
that was featured prior to the Stampede Dance 
which was held In the Booster Hall was a boxing 
match. This always attracted a full hall, and con- 
tinued as an attraction until the late 1940's. Soon 
fireworks became a closing feature for the Stam: 
pede events. The first year of the Fireworks a 
laughable situation arose. The Stampede events 
continued until well after dark. The people were 
getting restless to get home. The boxing match 
had commenced and the Booster Hall was 
packed to capacity. To satisfy the clamour by the 
grandstand to start the fireworks to wind up the 
show, the committee In charge of the fireworks 
program set off the display. No sooner had a cou- 
ple of loud explosions occurred than those at. 
tending the boxing match started to vacate the 
Booster Hall and the boxing match. In ess than a 
minute, by exit through the windows and doors, 
the hall was emptied. All that was left in the Hall 
were the two boxers and the referee. No one to 
this day ever knew who won the boxing match! 

In 1937 the Benalto Recorder produced 
several issues which were edited by Mr. Gordon 
Simpson while he operated the general store. In 
the issue for September 27 a letter by the late 
Rev. R. S. Stevens, minister of the Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Sylvan Lake, was printed. 
‘Through this letter he was soliciting help for 
drought striken parts of Saskatchewan in the 
way of vegetables, clothing and food of any kind, 
Calgary Power was mentioned as having built a 
line through Benalto, and plans were belng made 
to tie on to this service. One of the features in the 
Simpson's Store add was: Shelled walnuts 
twenty-six cents per pound; Nabob coffee thirty 
nine cents a pound (compared to the 1977 price of 
four dollars per pound!); and ten bars of Pearl 
White Naptha Soap for thirty-nine cents. 

‘Among those who have served as officers in 
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the Benalto Booster Club down through the years 
are the following: Frank Jenkins, Charlie 
Jenkins, George Warren, W. D. Murphy, George 
Richardson, D. J. G. Wilkes, W. J. Morris, Ralph 
Lougheed, A. Norton, Sivert Lien, Earle Farris, 
‘Alma Sterling, Dale Nielsen, Gordon Steadman, 
George Sterling, and Ray Walker. 





BENALTO ELKS No. 404 — by W. E. (Dick) 
‘Austin 

In the spring of 1956 some of our men, which 
later became members, had the occasion to be 
invited to an Elks function in a neighboring town, 
‘Most of them liked what they were told about the 
Elks and set out to see if an Elks Lodge could be 
formed in Benalto, Bro. M. M. Jenson, who later 
became the first Exalted Ruler of the Lodge, got 
some advice from Bro. John Watson and started 
the ball rolling. The Grand Lodge of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of 
Canada was contacted. Shortly after a Grand 
organizer was sent out to see the possibility of 
forming a new lodge in Benalto, There was 
enough interest so prospective members were 
called to a meeting. After a few meetings, 43 men 
signed up for membership in the new lodge. 
‘These men were to be known as charter 
members. The date for the insitution of the new 
lodge was set for June 26, 1956. With the aid of the 
Red Deer Elks patrol team and the Red Deer of- 
ficers, the initiation ceremony was carried out 
on the 26th of June 1956. Two of the 43 members 
were unable to attend this ceremony so only 41 
names appear on the charter. 

‘The first Exalted Ruler was Bro. M. M, 
(Mads) Jenson, who was one of the main ones in 
the helping to get things started. His term 
started in June, 1956 and went until November, 
1957. He was then followed by: Bro. Reg Hambly, 
1958; Bro. Eric Matson, 1959 and 1960; Bro. Her- 
man Stetiner, 1961; Bro. Cliff Hansen, 1962; Bro. 
D. A. (Dave) Hietala, 1963; Bro. Jake Tolonen, 
1964; Bro. Murrle Steele, 1965 and 1986; Bro. W. 
E. (Dick) Austin, 1967 and 1968; Bro. C.'V. (Bud) 
Gefle, 1969; Bro. Don McCutcheon, 1970, 1971 and 
1972; Bro. M. (Pete) DeChamps, 1973 and 1974; 
Bro. Howard Kathol, 1975; Bro. Les Ray, 1976; 
Bro. Terry Niemela, 1977; Bro. Walter Murto, 
1978. 

‘The principles of the order are charity, 
justice, brotherly love and fidelity. Where char: 
ity is needed money is also needed and some of 
the money making projects was an annual car 
bingo, turkey shoots, raffles, ete, Our main job in 
the community other than helping where help is 
needed is the upkeep of the community hall in 
which we were the main body in the bullding of 
it. Our national project is the Elks Purple Cross 
Fund, by which any child under the age of 18 
years may obtain medical assistance where and 
when the need arises. We are very fortunate in 
our area as we only had to use this service twice, 
As we are fairly new in Benalto, our history is 











short. Our membership now stands at 182. Dick 
Austin Is historian for the Lodge. 


BENALTO GARAGE 

‘Sometime in the early 20's; the exact year 
that the original building was built is not known, 
but it was built by a John Henry Johnson. This 
was expected to be a large business as it was 
equipped with a double set of blacksmith tools, 
The original business was called Benalto 
Blacksmith Shop. As near as we know this 
business was owned by the Johnson family until 
it burned down in 1936, Many different people 
worked there or rented if for short periods of 
time but it never seemed to grow to the foresight 
of the builder. 

Some of the people that were connected with 
tat different times were: Emil Schill, George 
McLevin, Simonds Brothers, there was a Thomp- 
son and two other partners whose names are not 
known, Joe O'Hara, Thor Bjornson who some 
knew as Lowkle Bjornson, and possibly more 
that have been forgotten. 

‘The original building having burned; in 1937 
‘Jim MeGowan built a new building that is still in 
operation. Jim sold the business to Uno Linde- 
uist in 1941. Uno operated it until 1948 and for 
health reasons sold it to W. J. Austin. Under Uno 
Lindequist the name was changed to Benalto 
Garage and Blacksmith Shop. The Austins 
changed it to Benalto Garage and it remains that 
today. It was owned by W. J. Austin until 1961 
when he sold it to his son W. E. (Dick) Austin. 

Submitted by 
W. E. (Dick) Austin 


BENALTO HOTEL — by Elsie Hetkkinen 

Mr, and Mrs. Redell built the Benalto Hotel in 
1919. Campbell and Griffin built a buying station 
and Creamery in 1990-1921, Mr, Alex Karkainen 
built a pool hall in 1920. There was a lot of over 
two percent beer sold there during his time. 
Alberta was dry until 1924, but Mr. Karkainen 
managed to get over two percent beer in some 
way from Saskatchewan. The children of the dis. 
trict recall the “jumbo" ice-cream cones that 
they were able to buy for five cents. 

‘in 1922 a Chinese man bought the Creamery 
and opened a restaurant. At four o'clock one 
spring morning in 1924 the restaurant caught fire 
Hom an overheated stove. The cook was baking 
pies and frying doughnuts during the night for a 
horse sale to be held at the fair grounds the next 
Gay. The doughnut grease caught on fire and he 
couldn't control the blaze. The restaurant as well 
a the hotel and pool hall were burned 

Alex Karkainen rebuilt the hotel in 1924. He 
operated it untll 1926, when he sold out to Mr. and 
Mrs, Varley Buchanan. They operated the hotel 
until the passing of Mrs. Buchanan In June of 
1942. Mr. and Mrs. Sivert Lien leased the hotel 
from July 1, 1942 until October 1, 1946. It was then 
taken over by Varley Buchanan’s son Jack, who 
sold it to Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Billings in August 
194, 
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‘Mr. Billings ran it until July 1949. It was then 
bought by Mr. and Mrs. A. West, who managed it 
until the year 1955. It again changed hands when 
Mr. and Mrs. John Watson bought it. In the 
history of the hotel they owned it the longest 
period of time, staying until 1969. 

‘The next owners were Nick and Nettie 
Koroluk, who were there from June 1969 until 
November 1973. In the next three years there 
were two owners — Bob Stenait and Art 
Kissinger. In November 1976 it was bought by 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Ed Taperosky, who are the owners 
at the present time. 


ORDER OF ROYAL PURPLE, LODGE No. 233 

On April 29, 1959 The Order of Royal Purple, 
Auxiliary of the B.P.O. Elks instituted Lodge No. 
233 at Benalto. There were 41 charter membérs, 
many of whom are still In regular attendance at 
the monthly meetings. Over the years many of 
the Eckville ladies have been members of this 
Lodge and have helped earn monies needed for 
their charitable causes. Over the years, 
members of 0.0.R.P. Lodges all over Canada 
have played a big part in helping their Brother 
Elks in contributing to their pet project, Deaf 
Detection for Children. In 1976 the Order of 
Royal Purple contributed a total of $101,411.66 
toward this fund. 


BENALTO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH — by 
George R. Sterling 

The first church services that were held 
regularly at Benalto by the Presbyterian Church 
were in the early 1920's. The minister, Rev. W. G. 
‘MeKechnie at Evarts, arranged to hold alternate 
services with Evarts and Benalto. There do not 
appear to be any records of this arrangement, 
but Mrs. Norma (Norton) Stewart tells us that 
when she came as a girl to Benalto, this was the 
arrangement at that time. She recalls that about 
the first Sunday she attended a church service 
after coming to Benalto, she was requested to be 
‘one of the Sunday School teachers. 

‘The church service and Sunday school in 
those days were held in the Benalto Booster Hall. 
Lighting the fires and the janitor work was a 
volunteer service provided for the most part by 
Archibald Norton, who was station agent for the 
C.P.R. In the wintertime when it was too cold to 
have service in the hall, he invited the minister 
and the congregation to the waiting room of the 
station, for a church worship on Sunday. 

‘The first records show that Rev. O. E. Mann 
arranged for regular services at Benalto in 1927, 
with Thomas Smith and Peter Cameron acting 
as Elders. He was followed by a Mr. J. S. Dingle, 
who was from Australia and served the fleld for 
about a year. 

In 1931 Mr. Harold Corkey, a student at the 
time, spent that summer on the field. His father 
at that time was the moderator of the 
Presbyterian Chureh in northern Ireland. 

In 1932 Rev. Joseph Carter, a graduate of 














Spurgeon’s College in London, England, served 
on the field until the spring’ of 1933 when he 
suddenly took ill and died. 

During the summer of 1932 Mr. H. Dasler 
served on the field and in the summer of 1933 a 
Mr. Forbes served the field 

In 1934 Malcolm S. MacLean of Brampton, 
Ontario was appointed to field as a student to 
serve Eckville and Benalto. He continued on the 
field until 1935. Mac, as he was known to all who 
knew him, served during the World War Il in the 
Airforce ‘and after the war completed his 
theology at Knox College in Toronto. He is 
presently serving the Church in Winnipeg as 
Superintendent of Missions. 

Rev. Duncan Campbell was appointed to the 
field in 1936, living at Benalto for a short time un- 
til a small manse was built at Eckville where he 
continued to live until 1940, when he was 
succeeded by Rev. J. M. Fraser. 

In 1942 the Women’s Missionary Society for 
the Presbyterian Church, appointed Miss Ruby 
Walker as a deaconess to the field, at that time 
serving Eckville, Benalto and Hespero. Miss 
Walker is presently serving in Grace 
Presbyterian Church in Calgary, Alberta. 

In-1943 Mr. Otis MacGregor was appointed to 
the field and served until 1944 when Rev. Douglas 
Crocker was appointed for the summer. 

In the fall of 1944, Mr. Murray Coles, who 
farmed at Acton, Ontario, offered his services to 
the field for that winter and served until the 
spring of 1945, when Rev, A. F. Howick was 
appointed. 

‘On graduation with his M.A. from Knox 
College in 1946, after serving for a short time on 
Vancouver Island, Rev. Douglas Crocker was 





Dedication of Benalto Presbyterian Church, 1948 








appointed to the field, and served until 1949, 
when he accepted a call to serve Rupert Street 
Presbyterian Church in Edmonton. 

It was during the years that Rev. Crocker 
served on the field that the Benalto Presbyterian 
Church was built. The corner stone was laid on 
May 26, 1947, by Rev. R. A. Sinclair who at that 
time was Moderator of the Red Deer Presbytery. 
Rev. Crocker conducted the first baptism in the 
church on September 4, 1947 when Linda 
Heikkinen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Theodore 
Heikkinen’ was baptised. Rev. Crocker also per 
formed the first wedding ceremony when Roy 
Nielsen and Inez Johnson were united in 
marriage on July 2, 1948. 





Burning Mortage, Benalto Presbyterian Church 


In the summer of 1950 Mr. Kingsley King, a 
student at Knox College, was appointed to the 
fleld. 

In the summer of 1951, Mr. William J. Klem- 
pa, a student at Knox College served on the field, 
He travelled by bicycle for the most part, and did 
a thorough job of visiting and looking after the 
regular chureh services, He is today one of the 
outstanding ministers in the church, presently 
serving Rosedale Presbyterian Church in Toron- 
to, Ontario. 

In the fall of 1951 Mr. Kenneth Grant was ap- 
pointed to the field as a Layman. He carried out 
an extensive visitation program and held ser- 
vices regularly at Benalto, Eckville and 
Hespero, as well as at the Happy Hill School. To 
assist him, Rev. Thomas Roulston, minister of 
Memorial Presbyterian Church at Sylvan Lake, 
conducted the sacraments of baptism and com: 
munion. The records show that on October 25, 
1953, Rev. Roulston baptised nine children at the 
morning service at Benalto. 

In 1956 Rev. Peter Walter was appointed to 
the field and served until 1958. Rev. Walter is 
presently the minister of Eastmount 
Presbyterian Church, Hamilton, Ontario. 

Rev. Sheldon MacKenzie was appointed to the 
field in 1958. It was during his year on the field 
that plans were made to build the church in 
Eckville. He was also on the committee of 














Presbytery that arranged for the building of the 
new Manse at Rocky Mountain House. After 
leaving the fleld in 1959 he served in the First 
Presbyterian Church in Montreal and the First 
Presbyterian Chureh in St. Johns, New 

foundland. He is presently on staff as professor 
at the Memorial University, St. Johns, New- 
foundlan: 

In 1959 Rev. Howard Grace was appointed to 
the field and alter serving a year he returned to 
his home in Nova Scotia, 

Mr. Hugh Simpson, whose father at that time 
was the minister of St. Giles Church in Calgary, 
served the field during 1960 and 1961. 

Tn 1960 the Benalto congregation transferred 
to the Sylvan Lake field, and since then Rev. 
John Yoos has served as the minister. Since that 
time Benalto, with Sylvan Lake, has become 
self-sustaining, and have added to the church 
furniture, a new Hammond organ, a Baptismal 
fount and a Communion table. 

Organists serving during the years have been 
Emma Jenkins, Norma Stewart, Edna Smith, 
Mrs. Ray Nourse, Ardis Bramall, Laura 
Holsworth and Alma Sterling. 

Among those who may be mentioned for their 
assistance in establishing the church at Benalto, 
Include: Dr. M. 8. Blakburn, Dr. J. A. Munro, 
Mr. A. B. McGorman, Mr. Ernie Ross, Dr. Oliver 
Nugent; all members of ‘the Presbytery of Red 
Deer, who at various times were serving offices 
in the church. 

Special mention must be made of the Benalto 
Presbyterian Ladies Aid, which has been an ac- 
live organization for the church and the com- 
munity from the very beginning of Benalto. It 
was their interest and financial help that made It 
possible to carry out the construction of the 
church building in 1947, Their thoughtful interest 
in the needy, the sick and the newcomer have 
made them an integral part of the church and the 
community, 








THE BENALTO PRESBYTERIAN LADIES’ 
AID — by Mrs. W. A. Holsworth 

‘The Ladies’ Aid in’Benalto has a long history 
dating back before 1929. The minutes of the 
meetings prior to 1941 were all destroyed, but a 
bank book starts with an entry of May 3, 1929 — 
credit $102, 

During the war years, Victory Bonds were 
purchased and donations were given to the 
Evarts Red Cross, and to the Benalto Red Cross, 
Parcels were also sent to the soldiers overseas. 

When the Eckville Hospital was being fur- 
nished, the Ladies’ Ald gave money to the dining 
room Suite fund. For a number of years the 
Presbyterian Church of Benalto and that of 
Eckville were one field. Money was raised for 
the Eckville manse fund. 

‘The biggest project undertaken over the 
years was to raise money to help build the 
Presbyterian Church in Benalto, The corner. 
stone was laid on May 26, 1947, Extras have been 
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Benalto Presbyterian Ladies’ Aid taken at Mrs. Cameron's home 
con the farm, Mf, Carter, minister, Mrs. Sting wth Wilson, Mrs. 
‘Cameron. Mrs. Hambly holding Pass, Mis. Smith, Mes, Norton ad 
unknown, 








provided, finishing the basement, fencing, 
carpet for the aisle, choir gowns, hymn books, 
and money to help buy the pews. Sunday School 
supplies have been paid for by the Aid, Yearly 
donations have been made to the W.M.S. 

The chicken supper which was held each fall 
to raise money was also a social event. Often a 
bazaar was held before Christmas. The Ladies’ 
Ald ran a booth at the Benalto Fair with good 
success, One spring a fashion show, “The Spring 
Review”, with the husbands modelling the 
clothes, made fun for all and raised money, too. 

A nelghbourly spirit pervades our Ladies’ 
Aid. Countless visits and gifts to the sick, the 
shut-ins, and the bereaved have been a way of 
showing that we care, 

We enjoy the Christian fellowship of our 
monthly meetings, our annual church picnic, and 
the potluck supper at the time of our annual 
‘Church Congregation Meeting. 





BENNETT, DAVID FAMILY EARLY 
HISTORY — by Arthur Bennett 

David Thomas Bennett was born in 1867 in 
Bagnalstown in southern Ireland. Annie Thorpe, 
who later became his wife, was born in 1872 in 
County Ross, Ireland. They were both 
Protestants. In 1893 they were married and 
later travelled to New Zealand where they 
purchased a dairy farm. Their three children 
born to them here were John, (who died of 
rheumatic fever in 1899); Irene and Harry. After 
seven years the family returned to Ireland, 
County’ Carlow, where the second daughter, 
‘Mae, was born. ‘The decision to come to Canada 
was made with a view to having a look at the 
homesteads then being offered for settlement, 
We arrived in Brandon, Manitoba in 1901, where 
we spent the winter. ‘David had gone to the 
Calgary area to look for a suitable homestead, 
and applied for a quarter section six miles west 
of Cayley. Early the next summer we met dad in 
the town of High River, where he had gone on 











ahead to begin building a house. We drove out the 
nine miles with wagon and team, and got our first 
view of the majestic Rocky Mountains — 
stretching out as far as the eye could see from 
north to south. Although the mountains were 
clearly visible, there was no human habitation to 
bbe seen; just the smell of the prairie flowers, the 
chorus of frogs in the distance, and the feel of the 
balmy chinook breeze. I remember my mother 
taking one look at the lonesome landscape, after 
which she sat down and cried. 

We suffered all the hardships common to the 
early settlers. Fortunately, the winters of 1903, 
‘and 1904 were mild, and we were better prepared 
for the winters that followed. The winter of 1906- 
1907 was especially severe, and thousands of 
head of cattle which had been left on the open 
range, died from the extreme cold and lack of 
food. Only the horses survived, as they could paw 
away the snow and feed onthe priarie grass 
below the snow. The Last Chance School was 
‘opened in 1905 and Irene and I rode horseback 
one and a half miles to attend this school 

[In the year 1909 my father sold the homestead 
for $20 per acre and in 1910 bought two quarter 
sections of land south of Bassano for $11 per 
acre. During the move to the new location it was 
my duty to ride our little grey mare, named Min. 
nie, and drive the cattle and horses, and with the 
help of our dog, Rover, I managed to keep them 
together. We spent the first night at the home of a 
friendly homesteader along the way, and the 
next day, by evening we had reached the big 
bridge across the Bow River, 12 miles south of 
Gleichen, on land belonging to the Blackfoot In- 
dian Reservation. Our plan was to continue on to 
Gleichen that night, but the tired animals kept 
laying down, so after about two more miles, we 
decided to leave the wagon and buggy there and 
return to town for the night, taking the team and 
the saddle horse. At the hotel a bed for two for 
the night cost 81, with meals at 25 cents each. 

When we got back to the wagon the next mor- 
ning we found only the cattle —no horses were in 
sight. After we had spent considerable time 
searching for the horses two Indian cow-boys 
came along with half of the number of horses, for 
which they demanded $4. A $3 compromise was 
reached, then the Indians said they would bring 
the rest of the horses for another $4. By this time 
‘we had found that two unbranded heifers had dis. 
appeared, so Dad agreed to the $4 price if the two 
helfers were also included. We finally got the 
horses for the $4, but the Indians agent advised 
us to accept that deal, and in return an effort 
would be made to find the two heifers for us. 
However, we never did hear anything about the 
missing animals, which was quite discouraging, 
as the $7 Dad had already paid was about half the 
price of a good cow in those days. This incident 
‘was the only unpleasant experience we ever had 
with the native people, and in later contacts with 
them we met some very honorable people among 
them. After reaching Bassano we bought 
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supplies — 12 loaves of bread for $1, 1 pound of 
butter for 20 cents, a tin of salmon for 20 cents 
and a pound of tea for 25 cents. 

After Dad and I reached the Bassano farm we 
put up a 12 by 14 foot frame shack and a barbed 
wire corral for the cows. Then Dad left by train 
for High River to bring the balance of the farm 
equipment and household furniture, and the rest 
of the family to the farm. No school was 
avallable however, which meant that we had to 
move to Bassano for a three-year period, where 
Fred, Violet and Arthur attended school. We 
brought the milk cows to town, also, and Irene, 

‘and Violet milked them and carried the 
alk in palle grated toy qo customers whiopaud 
$1 for 12 to 14 quarts. This was done before and 
after school, as the girls and I looked upon school 
‘as a most interesting pursult. 

In the winter of 1913 Dad had a bad attack of 
pleurisy, and had to be sent to a hospital in 
Calgary, He was able to return home in the 
spring with two tubes insetted in his lower lung 
to drain off fluid, but he became a seml-invalld 
and Harry had to take over most of the work. 

In 1915 Dad purchased an irrigated farm near 
Lathom, seven miles east of Bassano. Here the 
eldest daughter, Irene, taught school. At this 
time three of the children recelved thelr public 
school education under the direction of their 
sister, Later on Arthur went to high school in 
Bassano where Mr. Gordon Foster was the prin- 
cipal. In 1922 Irene was married to Cary McKan 
na, and they lived in Benalto. Harry Bennett 
worked the Trenholm dry farm, which was 
located about six miles south east of Bassano. 
Arthur helped him when not attending high 
school. He travelled to and from school on 
horseback during the years 1925 to 1928. For 
several years Violet heid a position as a typist, 
then In 1927 she married Robert Prowse of 
Gleiehen where they lived for some time on a 
farm. They later moved to Calgary, where thelr 








three daughters now live. 
Fred Bennett attended Olds Agricultural 
College in 1925, under the principalship of the 
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late Doctor Grisdale. After later meeting a 
gospel preacher named Howard Phillips, Fred 
was converted, and attended the Moody Bible 
Institute in 1926. He became a Baptist minister. 
In 1940 he enlisted in the second World War and 
served for more than four years in Italy and 
France. From 1936 to 1945 he lived with his fami- 
ly, who by now had moved to the Benalto area, 
During the years from 1947 to 1974 Fred 
preached under the Southern Baptists in 
Washington, U.S.A. At present he lives with his, 
wife, Hazel, at Puyallup, Washington. 

In 1929-1930 Arthur took his senior matricula- 
tion in Red Deer. He attended Camrose Normal 
in 1930-1931, then taught school until 1945, when 
he joined up in World War II. He served in 
England, France, Holland, and Germany with 
the Lincoln and’ Welland’ Regiment. He also 
worked as Educational Corporal at Taplow near 
London. After three and one-half years war ser- 
vice he returned to his home at Benalto. When 
teaching in Torrington in 1947 he met Lyla 
Krause, whom he married. They now live in Red 
Deer, where they have retired. 

George Bennett studied at Three Hills Bible 
Institute in 1930-1931 under the Reverend Max 
well. After his marriage in 1943 he and his wife 
went as missionaries to Japan in 1948, where 
their two children, Kenneth and Gwendolyn, 
Were born. They are now living in Nanaimo, B.C, 

It was in 1927 when the Bennetts moved to 
Benalto, where they settled on the Woodma 
farm. In 1930 they bought the Charlie Jenkin’s 
farm nearby. Harry farmed this place for a 
number of years with the help, at times, of Fred, 
arthur and George. David Bennett, the father, 
lived in Benalto until his death in'1944, Harry 
Bennett then bought the B.C. Learned farm east 
of Sylvan Lake in 1950. He lived on it with his 
mother. In 1958 Mrs. Bennett moved into the 
Senior Citizen's Home in Red Deer, where she 
led in 1961 at the age of 89 years, Harry is now 
living in Ladysmith, B.C. 

(Additional information for this account was 
supplied by Fred Bennett and by Harry 
Bennett.) 














EINARSON, EINAR AND EDNA. 

Einar Elnarson and Edna Hyvonen were 
married in Red Deer. Einar was hurt in an accl- 
dent shortly after. This happened at the C.P.R. 
crossing near Sylvan Lake Creamery while haul. 
ing wheat for Fred Grimson, with a sleigh and 
four horse outfit, the pole dropped and upset the 
load on him. They didn’t expect to find him alive, 
but he was, and he was taken to Red Deer 
hospital. 

‘Their first home was in the Burnt Lake dis. 
trlet, south ¥4 of 3-38-2-W5, 

Their first child was Walter who was born in 
Red Deer. 

When Einar bought the farm, wheat was $2.00 
a bushel. He broke some land and when he sold 
his first crop of wheat it was 18¢ a bushel. 
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‘They farmed in this area until May, 1936, 
when they moved to Oras, S.W. 14-39-6-W5. They 
lived in a small house with Ben Kestila and later 
bought his farm. Winar logged and sawed the 
lumber for their new house. Pine shingles were 
used for the roof. Jack McCarrol and Harold 
Anderson built the house. 

During that time they farmed with horses, 
even had a horse baler. They bought a Model A 
Ford, which they enjoyed, also using it oc- 
casionally to haul groceries for the George 
‘Meston store trom Rocky. At this time they got 
their first battery radio and really enjoyed 
listening to the church services. 

Wild fruit was plentiful — raspberries, 
huckleberries, cranberries and high bush 
cranberries, which were picked by milk buckets 
full for the winter’s and jam. 

Walter didn't have many playmates, just Her- 
by and Bunny, so he was happy to have a little 
sister, LaVona arrive. She was born at Rocky 
Mountain House, 

In March, 1940, Mr. Hyvonen went to Finland 
to fight in the Finnish-Russian war, so they went 
back to Benalto to their dad's farm. 

‘They rented the farm at Oras to the Antila 
Bros. Later they sold it to Dr. Greenaway and 
purchased the Wayne Pitkanen quarter, S.E. 11- 
39-3.W5, just west of Hyvonen’s. 

In 1947 John and Miriam Hyvonen came and 
lived on the south half of that quarter. The lane to 
the farm drifted very badly every winter, so 
‘Mrs. Hyvonen and the Einarson's moved to Mr. 
Hyvonen’s other quarter, N.W. They 
moved a house from Sylvan Lake. Fred Grim. 
son, Walter and Howard Johnson, Ray Niemala 
and Matt Sytela helped move the house, They 
used two tractors and sleighs; later Nick Rahko 
remodelled the inside. 

Most years you could expect hail, but there 
was always enough feed for the stock. We had a 
threshing machine and stook-loader so we had 
lots of straw. 

We used a freezer locker In Eckville for meat. 
‘This saved a lot of work canning. 

It was an exciting day in 1947 when they got 
the Calgary power. A. Huhtala did the wiring. 

Einar worked at the Penhold Air Base two 
summers, one summer at Sylvan Lake and five 
years at Atlas Camp 15 (near Nordegg). That is 
where he became ill, and so in 1956, he sold the 
farm at Benalto to Jim Davis. 

We bought a house in Innisfafl from William 
Gires at 4512-50 Avenue. From there Einar dro’ 
to work at C.F.B. Penhold till he retired in 197: 
He also helped in the Innisfail Tip-Top Bakery. 

Einar and Edna moved to the town of Rocky 
Mountain House in 1973 next to the Nazarene 
church. They could walk to church now. 

‘They now live at Westbourne Place, Calgary. 
Walter and LaVona went to the Benalto School 
Walter later married Gail Morton in Vanderhoof, 
B.C. where they now reside on an acreage 
































Walter operates a tree farm. They have two 
sons, Steven and Robert. 

LaVona finished high school in Innisfail and 
later worked at the Treasury Branch. She 
married Ray Newsham. They farmed in this 
area until 1972, when they moved to Calgary 
vhere Ray is employed with the Provincial 
Government. They have three children, Loretta 
Sheila, and Kelth: 


ASHORT RESUME OF MY LIFE IN BENALTO 
1944-1963 — by W. Earle Farris 

T came to Benalto in the fall of 1944 as the 
principal of the Benalto School. Alma Sterling 
was the second teacher, teaching the grades one 
to six, and I had the grades seven to ten in. 
clusive. [had been transferred from the Dickson 
school to Benalto and I stayed in the hotel for 
several months before moving into the old store 
presently resided in by Mr. and Mrs. Max Simp- 
son, While in that building T recall doing the 
cooising and feeding the Nelisen threshing crew 
in the fall of 1945. The following year I moved 
into the house behind the lumber yard which had 
been the former residence of Elmer Opp and 
family. One of my early memories of the house 
was the complete overrunning of mice in the pan- 
try. It took weeks to get rid of them. Bert Cole 
came to Benalto to work in the Midland Pacific 
feed mill and he boarded with me. 

Bert was one of the star pitchers of the 
Benalto Baseball team. At that time we were in a 
league with Nordegg, Rocky Mountain House, 
Eckville, Bentley, Red Deer, Clive and Ponoka 
What a time each team had to-get to Nordegg ina 
truck if it rained, and it often did! Most games in 
Nordegg were always double-headers so travell- 
ing there was cut in hal, 

‘From the Elmer Opp house I moved to Sivert 
Liens’ house opposite the Midland Pacific 
elevator. It had been a granary, apparently, 
which the Liens had moved to the property and 
had fixed up for a home. Bob Sharkey and Vester 
Niemi’s brother boarded with me while they 
worked at the Midland Pacific, 

Because the house was small, Matt Sutela, 
who was the handy-man for the Rocky Mountain 
School Division, built on a nice-sized kitchen. 
‘The house was moved back on the property and 
put on a foundation after I was married. 

On July 6, 1952, T married Janet Margaret 
Staniforth. What a day it was — rain, rain, rain 

‘and of course we were without power for three 
days before the wedding. With no gravel on the 
roads, many cars had to be pulled in and out of 
the Staniforth farm, where the reception was 
held. My faithful best man, Arnold Anderson, 
saw to it that Jan and I got in and out safely. 

‘On July 21, 1954, during the first day of the 
Benalto Stampede, our first son, William, was 
born and on Easter Saturday, April 20 our sec- 
ond son, George, was born. The roads were 
flooded, so it was a long trek over to Eckville to 
see my’ wife and George. 




































































Wedding of Earle Faris and Janet Staniforth July 6, 1982 
L.toR. Edna (Farris) Schaefer, Araold Anderson, Jean (Staniforh) 
‘Smith, Janet (Sanifort) Parcs and Earle Parts 


‘The Benalto school began to grow substantial. 
ly and it was not long before two new rooms and 
a full basement were built onto the old school. A 
fifth room was opened in the basement room 
shortly after the new part was opened. 

During the time I lived in Benalto I played 
ball for the Benalto Ball Club, became secretary- 
treasurer of the Benalto Booster Club, secretary- 
treasurer of the Curling Club, became a charter 
member of the Benaito Elks, for which I was the 
secretary. A very active square dance club was 
organized for the community and after a winter 
of instruction from the Sylvan Lake Club I did 
the instructing of new dances. I helped the 
Eckville square dance club organize the follow. 
ing year. 

‘Of interest to all residents of Benalto and 
Eckville would be the finding of a part of a shoe 
along the right-of-way of the C.P.R. just north of 
Benalto. The sole and part of the upper sides 
were of metal construction, with the uppers of 
leather. Some of the leather was still attached. 
Apparently this was a common footwear of the 
construction gang who worked in the building of 
the railway. It is still in my possession, and is 
much prized because of its history. 

‘As a member of the Presbyterian Church I 
played an active role in organizing the church 
booth at the Annual Benalto Fair and Stampede. 
I was a member of the Board of Managers as 
well as being a member of the session. 

In the fall of 1962 the senior grades of the 
school were moved to Sylvan Lake and I went to 
Spruceview to teach for one year. In the spring of 
1963 Bill Hiensen and I motored to Vancouver 
Island. The result was that I received a teaching 
position with the Cowichan School District. In 
August, 1963 our household effects were loaded 
onto a van and we left Benalto with very fond 
memories of the years spent there. Our present 
residence Is In Mill Bay, B.C. on Vancouver 
sland. 























FOSTER, ALFRED J. - by Thelma de Balinhard 

My first husband, Alfred J. Foster and I grew 
up in Edmonton but we came to Benalto from 
Saskatoon where he had been managing the 
branch of the Great West Saddlery for three 
years. 

His parents, Mr. and Mrs. James D. Foster 
came to Edmonton before 1900 and his mother 
who is 95 years old Is still very much alert and 
living in her own home in Edmonton. 

My parents, Lambert B. and Dorothy Griffith 
came to Red Deer from England in 1906 and were 
married there. My sister Marjorie and I were 
born in Red Deer but after the ist World War we 
settled In Edmonton, 

My children are: Joyce Marilyn, born in 
Saskatoon and now living in Edmonton. James 
Lambert, born in Edmonton and now living in 
Red Deer. Jim was elected MLA for Red Deer in 
1971. He was appointed Minister of Advanced 
Education for four years and is now Attorney 
General for the Province of Alberta. Dorothy 
Elizabeth, born in Red Deer and is married to 
‘Timothy C. Lawrence and still lives in Red Deer. 





‘Thelma and Alf Foster in front of thei tore, 1944 


HALL, MAX 

Mr. Max Hall was born in Ontario and came 
west to Estevan, Saskatchewan as a young man 
towork for his brother. He met Grace Roluf who 
had also come from Ontario to work for her 
cousin. They were married in Arcola, 
Saskatchewan in 1911. They came to homestead 
at Loverna, Saskatchewan in 1912. 

‘They had good crops there until the late 
1920's. Then it began to get dry, they were com- 
pletely hailed out in 1928 and had no crops for 
five years. They decided it was time to leave, so 
in 1931 they loaded their belongings on the train 
and moved to the Eckville district where they 
rented Floyd Weeks farm one mile north of town, 








It was tough going that year but they milked 
cows and sold eggs. Mrs. Hall also did baking 
and sold it to the town people on Saturday mor- 
nings. 

In 1933 they moved to the Evarts district and 
resided there till Mr. Hall passed away in 1945, 
Mrs. Hall lived in Benalto and at John Watson's 
for many years. She passed away in 1974. They 
are buried in Benalto cemetery. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Hall had three daughters. Mrs. 
Madeline (Murrle) Steele who lived at Benalto 
and had a gas station and trucking business for 
20 years. They sold it and moved to Edmonton, 
‘They have three sons all married. Howard at 
Rimbey, has three sons and one daughter. 
Walter in the Philippines, has one daughter and 
one son. Ray in Edmonton has a son and a 
daughter. Mrs. Maxine (Albert) McFadden lives 
in Prince Rupert, B.C. Her husband works for 
the C.N.R. They have one son and one daughter. 
Mrs. Thelma (Ernie) Barlund. lives at Eckville 
on a farm and they have four sons and one 
daughter. 


‘THE HIETALA FAMILY — by Marie Hictala 

Alexander Hietala was born in Finland on 
‘September 16, 1872. He came to the United States 
as a young man and worked in the copper mines 
in Butte, Montana. There he met Venla Miller, 
eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Miller. 
Venla was born on February 28, 1887 in Vadso, 
Norway. She came to the United States with her 
parents in 1891. Alex and Venla were married in 
Butte in 1903, where they made their home for 
several years. Their only child, David, was born 
February 12, 1904 in Butte. 

In 1906 Alex moved his family to New Port, 
Oregon, where he had bought a small acreage on 
which they raised fruit and cattle. The law there 
required that you buy half high land and half low 
land. Alex also worked in the logging business, 
hauling logs with team and wagon. When he 
sometimes took Dave with him on these trips, he 
had to tie Dave onto the top of the load because 
the hills were very steep. Dave always looked 
forward to these trips with his father. 

Beaver Creek ran through the acreage and 
Dave and two of the neighbor boys used to have 
fun running and jumping across it. One time two 
of the older neighbor boys held on to both of 
Dave’s hands and dropped him into the creek, 
which Dave thought was a very dirty trick to 
play on him, 

In 1910 Alex moved to Benalto, Alberta and 
bought 80 acres of Isaac Luoma’s tang, this being 
NE 12-39-3-W5. This was the next quarter east of 
his brother Frank, who had come out a few years 
earlier. Alex's sister and brother-in-law, Mr. and 
Mrs. Olaf Johnson, arrived a few years later and 
bought the other 80 acres of the same quarter, 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Luoma, 

Venla and her son, David, came to Red Deer, 
Alberta by train where they were met by Mr, 
Charles Kasper. They drove with horse and 














buggy to the home of Frank Hietala, where they 
resided until their house was ready. 

‘Alex did his first farming with three oxen. For 
the first three winters he returned to Butte to 
‘work in the copper mines while Venla and Dave 
stayed home on the farm. When the C.P.R. line 
was built east of the home place Mrs. Hietala 
would sell eggs and butter to the railroad 
workers. About 1916 Alex bought a quarter of 
land east of the home place, NW 7-39-2-W5, once 
owned by Max Ernest Bittner. At this time the 
farming was all done with horses. 

Dave took Grades 1 through 8 in the Melita 
School. His teachers were Mr. J. M. McDonald, 
from the Eckville District and Miss Bertheuson, 
of the Marianne District. Dave and his cousin, 
Walter Johnson, took their Grade 9 in Red Deer. 
Dave belonged to an athletic club, and took part 
in boxing and baseball. The neighbor boys used 
to hold boxing matches In the Young People’s 
Hall, 

Dave started helping his father with the farm 
work at an early age, root picking and clearing. 
‘There was a big slough on the east quarter where 
Dave caught muskrats and sold enough skins to 
buy his first bicycle. His father drove him to Red 
Deer by horse and buggy where Dave bought his 
bike for $10 and proudly rode it home. 





























































‘Mr. and Mrs, Alex Hitala and son David, 1920, 


Alex liked to shoot prairie chickens, but on ac- 
count of his failing health he had to wear a big fur 
coat. Most of the time the chickens saw him 
before he saw them! He passed away at the age 
of 53 years on December 10, 1925, He was buried 
in the Kuusamo Cemetery. Dave and his mother 
continued to run the farm, and in May, 1929 they 
built a new seven-room, ‘one-and-a-half storey 








house. ‘The lumber was ordered from British 
Columbia. ‘The cost involved was: 





‘Total Lumber $1282.00 
Cement 115.00 
Bricks 26.50 
Plaster 108.00 
Finish 45.00 
Hardware 61.95, 
Paint 1100.00 
Flooring 29.50, 
Total $1767.95 
Labor 
A. Kopsala $175.55, 
Dick Kopsala 80.00 
W. Thorkman 31.50 
Sandquist 47.25, 
Sambrook 115 
Hoglund 98.00 
Ignatius 45.00 
Total $666.35, 
$1767.95 
666.35 
Total $2434.30 
(complete house) 
775.00 
(new furniture bought in Edmonton) 
$3209.30 


A Kopsala and his son Dick were the head 
carpenters. The house was plastered by Dick 
Sambrook and painted by Mr. Hoglund and his 
son Walter. Dave and W. Thorkman lathed the 
inside of the house. 

David married Marie Jansson, youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Jansson, on 
March 31, 1934. Marie was born July 12, 1914 and 
grew up in the Gilby district, Dave and Marie 
made their home on the farm with his mother. In 
1935 Dave bought his first tractor, a John Deere, 
having steel wheels with lugs, from Jack Sunneli 
of Sylvan Lake. The horse-farming was fading 
out fast. In 1938 Dave bought a quarter of land 
from Von Holtum of Eckville, NE 7-39.2-W5. On 
December 10, 1945 he bought a quarter from the 
estate of the late Matt Talson through Henry 

Talson, the administrator. The 152 acres, SE 7- 
39-2-W5, sold for $5000. Since the C.N.R. ran 
through this quarter, Dave kept the 60 acres ad- 
Joining his quarter’on the north side of the 
allroad and sold the remaining 92 acres on the 
south side of the railroad to Ray Niemela. Dave 
now owned 445 acres of land. 

‘The Young People’s Hall, owned by the Loyal 
Finns of Canada, was situated a half mile north 
of the farm. Church, dances and picnics were 
held there. Every June 24 a midsummer picnic 
was held. Both’ young and old enjoyed par. 
ticipating. A cleaning bee was held the day 
before to clean the windows, floors, benches and 
the yards outside. The one acre that the hall oc- 
cupied was sold to Paul Eckes of Eckville in 1973. 
He burned the hall down and built his new home 
there. 

In 1943 Venla Hietala bought herself a two: 








bedroom house in Benalto from Walter Koures 
for $3,300. She made her home there until her 
passing on August 19, 1947. Venla was buried in 
the Kuusamo Cemetery. 

In 1949 Calgary Power was available to the 
Benalto farmers at the rate of $649 per farmer. 
‘The introduction of power was the first step in 
the series of events leading toward the era of 
modern conveniences. 

In 1950, Dave and Marie joined the Benalto 
Curling Club where they made many acquain- 
tances and enjoyed many years of curling. In 
1951 Dave bought his first combine, a No. 21 
Massey Harris, from Chester Kasha for $3,057,- 
%5, In 1951 the two-mile road past the farm to No. 
11 highway was graveled. The three neighbors, 
Niemela, Hietala, and Johnson each paid an 
equal share of the cost. Alfred Harstad of 
Bentley was counsellor for the Lacombe district 
at this time. 

In June, 1956, Dave became a charter 
member of the Benalto Elks Lodge No. 404. In 
1966 he was the Exalted Ruler for the Benalto 
Elks. On October 29, 1971 he was given a life 
membership in the Benalto Elks Lodge, Marie 
became a charter member of the Royal Purple of 
Benalto Lodge No. 233, 

On March 31, 1959 Dave and Marie celebrated 
their 25th wedding anniversary at the farm. The 
open house was enjoyed by children, neighbors, 
relatives and friends. 

Because of failing health, in 1967 Dave rented 
part of his land, and then raised only hay to feed 
his cattle on the remaining land until 1973, when 
he sold the farm to George Burkholder and 
moved to a new home in the West Park area of 
Red Deer. On June 7, 1976 Dave passed away, 
and is buried in the Kuusamo Cemetery: 








Dave and Marie Hictla and family: Back: Mae, Hary and Albert. 
From: Ruth 
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In 1970 Dave and Marie had accompanied 
thelr daughter and son-in-law, Mae and Neil 
MacDonald, on a trip to New Port, Oregon, 
'S.A., to visit the home Dave had left 60 years 
ago. The house was still standing and the trees 
were laden with fruit. Their neighbor's house 
was still being lived in, but by a new owner. 

Dave and Marie raised four children: Harry 
Irwin, born August 27, 1937; Mae Irene, born 
May 30, 1942; Albert Alexander, born April 19, 
1945 and Ruth Marie, born March 5, 1957. 

Harry was born August 27, 1937 in the Red 
Deer General Hospital. He was an active and 
mischievous child who loved animals. He took his 
education in Benalto with Mrs. Alma Sterling as 
his first teacher and then Earl Farris, later 
attending high school in Eckville, In 1950 Harry 
joined the Benalto 4H Beef Club with Clyde 
Stauffer as club leader. Harry recelved a trophy 
for the best kept record in 1954 and a trophy for 
most efficiency in 1955; he also belonged to the 
grain club for a year under the leadership of Ray 
Niemela. Harry started to curl with the Benalto 
High School and later joined the Benalto Curling 
Club. He became a member of the Benalto Elks 
Lodge No. 404 in 1960. On September 8, 1965 
Harry and Robert McBride won first prize in a 
canoe race. They finished a 30-mile run in two 
hours, 28 minutes and 42 seconds. 

Harry enjoyed helping his father with the 
farming, and was very handy with machinery. 
He rented some land from Ed Medin for a few 
years and raised some registered grain. He also 
‘worked on oil rigs. He was accidentally killed at 
Rocky Mountain House on August 22, 1974, and is. 
buried in the Kuusamo Cemetei 

Mae Irene was born May 30, 1942 at the 
Eckville hospital. She began her education in 
Benalto with Mrs. Alma Sterling as her teacher. 
In 1956 the Lacombe school zone was changed, so 
Mae took Grades 9 to 11 in Eckville, and Grade 12 
at Red Deer Composite High School. She joined 
the sewing club in 1956 with Edith Niemela and 
Olga Stenvig as leaders. She also curled with the 
Eckville High School and made many friends 
through this sport. She studied education at 
Calgary University and taught her first class in 
Mirror, Alberta. In 1962 she married Neil 
Charles MacDonald, the eldest son of Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Donald MacDonald of Fort Saskatchewan. 
Neil served in an armed forces station in Cal- 
gary and Mae continued teaching in Calgary. 
In January 1967 Neil and Mae moved to Ger- 
many, where they lived for four years. They 
have'two daughters, Robyn Marie, born 
November 17, 1964 in Calgary, and Karen Mae, 
born September 10, 1968 in Germany. Mae, Neil 
and the girls arrived back in Alberta on July 14, 
1970. Neil was stationed at an armed forces sta: 
tion at Alsask, Saskatchewan for three years. He 
was then transferred to Grand Centre, Alberta, 
where they are currently residing. They both 
enjoy curling, square dancing and travelling. 
Robyn is active in figure skating, swimming and 
































gymnastics. Karen also enjoys sports and 
school. 

Albert Alexander was born April 19, 1945. He 
began his education in Benalto with Mrs. Alma 
Sterling as his teacher. In the summer months 
when the weather was good Albert rode to school 
on his bicycle, or his father would drive him to 
school. In 1956 he began attending the Eckville 
school, being picked up by school bus. He took 
Grades 5 through 10 in Eckville. For a year 
Albert drove the Benalto High School bus to Red 
Deer and drove taxis during the day there. In 
1964 he enrolled at SAIT in Calgary, where he 
took two years of training in. Electrical 
‘Technology. He was sent to the Westinghouse 
Company in Hamilton, Ontario. He didn’t like it 
there, so he returned to Benalto and started with 
Calgary Power in Alix. He was later transferred 
to Innisfail. On April 13, 1968 Albert married 
Dorinda Marlene, the only daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Niemela of Benalto. They made their 
home in Innisfail until January 1970, when Albert 
was transferred to Hughenden. In the spring of 
1973 he was transferred to Rocky Mountain 
House, where they still reside. Albert and Dorin. 
da have two children. Bonnie Marie was born 
Mareh 15, 197 and Trevor was born on June 18, 

973. 

Ruth Marie was born on March 5, 1957 at 
‘ckville. She took her first 10 years of education 
in Eckville and finished her high education at 
Lindsay Thurber Comprehensive High School in 
Red Deer. Ruth continued her education at the 
Red Deer College, where she studied rehabilita- 
tion service. She won three academic 
scholarships during the two-year program. She 
is presently employed at the Michener Centre 
Group Homes in Red Deer. 








FRANK AND EMMA HIETALA FAMILY — by 
Jean Hietala 

Frank Hietala was born at Vilrat, Finland 
and grew up there. He served his tour of army 
duties which was compulsory In Finland when 
you were 21 years of age. He then came to 
America. Emrna Herranen and Caroline Hietala 
(Frank's sister) had come to Montana, to Butte, 
and also spent some time in Calumet, Michigan. 
‘They worked at domestic sciences. When Frank 
came over he found work at Butte, in the copper 
mines. Frank Hietala and Emma Herranen were 
married in 1893, and settled to live in Butte. 
Euphemia (Fem) and Henry were born in Butte. 
In 1900 they decided to go back to Finland, where 
they stayed for only one year. They came back to 
Montana and father went to work again in the 
same place where he had been working before he 
left. In 1903 Emma was born and mother was 
kept busy with her family. Copper mines weren't 
the best places to work, and many a miner lost 
his health while working in one. 

In 1904 father came to see about land here in 
the Benalto-Eckville area. He was able to buy 
the NW 12-39-3-W5, which a party had tried but 










































Frank Hietla and son Heary in 1913 


had given up, but it was still under homestead 
status. It had a one-roomed cabin, a potato patch 
and a few Improvements. They moved here 
January 15, 1905 along with a number of other 
families who settled here at that time. 

‘The cabin was very cold — the wind blew 
right through it, so they papered it with old 
newspapers that they had brought with them. 
‘The next summer they built a better house. Alec 
and Vie were born to the family while we were on 
the homestead, 

It was not easy to start with a familly ina new 
land. Father had to go back to work at the mines 
in Butte for two more winters. It was bad for 
father’s health, and for the last five years before 
he passed away in 1916 he was not able to do any 
work. Mother and the children carried on the 
best they could, and now they are all grown up, 
and time has gone by so quickly. Mother passed 
away in January of 1947, 

Femmie was married to Leonard Kingsep in 
December, 1917. Emma was married to James 
Cunningham. 











L, to R: Emma Hietala, Ralph Kingsep, Mrs. Emma Hieals, 
Euphenia Kingsep holding Ivan Kingep,, Viena Hictala, Alek 
Hietla holding Violet Kings. At the back are Heary and Dave 
Hietla, 


Vie is married to Wayne Pitkanen, of Sylvan 
Lake. Henry is married to Jean (Jennie) 
Heikkila. 



























Henry and I have had seven children, four 
girls and three boys. We have five children 
grown up. Elsle is married to Laurance Robin. 
son of Red Deer. Thelr two daughters are 
Marilyn and Carolyn. 

Barbara is married to Preston Parks of Red 
Deer. They have four children — Danella, Greg, 
‘and twins, Kevin and Karen. 

Allan Is still single, 

Dorothy is married to Gordon Fisher and they 
live in Vancouver. 

Ronald is married to Shirley Raines, and they 
live in Calgary. 

Baby Violet passed away in 1944 and Ed in 
1967. 

Henry and I still live on the same farm as 
Henry came to with his parents over 72 years 
ago. He still puts in a day’s work on the farm, 


HILLMAN, JOHANN (JOE) MARIUS. 

Joe Hillman was born November 15, 1888 at 
Akra, North Dakota. His parents had emigrated 
from’ Iceland. At the age of two, his parents, 
sister and brother came to Calgary and from 
there by ox cart to the Markerville area. 

Joe attended school at Hola and was con. 
firmed in the Lutheran Church. He was a 
member of the Woodman of the World Lodge and 
the Independent Order of Good Templers. 
Interested in music he was a member of the 
original Markerville Brass Band. 





Mr_and Mis Joe Hillman and ther attendants at their wedaing, 
November, 1919. 





He married his childhood sweetheart, Gudrun 
Bjornsson, in November 1913. Four children 
were born to this union; Helgi Sigmar born July 
5, 1914; Johanna Gudrun born December 29, 
1915; Larus Magnus born November 29, 1917 and 
‘Anna Thordis born October 26, 1919. ‘All were 
christened by Rev. Peter Hjalmsson who had 
married their parents, 

In May 1920 Gudrun passed away suddenly 
leaving the four small children. The baby was 
raised by her parental grandparents and the 
three eldest lived with their maternal grand. 
parents until they reached school age at which 
time they returned home to attend Happy Hill 
School. 


During the summer of 1927 while Joe was 
away bullding roads a cyclone and hailstorm 
struck the area badly frightening the children. 
Leaving the farm Joe moved to Benalto where he 
operated a livery barn. He did all the local haul- 
ing with his horses — all the lumber and coal that 
came on the train was unloaded and delivered. In 
1028 he bought an acre of land and built a small 
cabin supplementing his Income by doing 
carpenter work and painting. During the 
Stampede there were many extra jobs. The 
children now attended Melita School, 


In 1929 Joe took over the operation of the 
ckshutt Plow Agency and obtained a milk 
route. In 1930 he took over the R.R. 3 mail route 
from Eckville and also the operation of the B.A. 
Oil agency in Benalto. Joe built a skating rink in 
Benalto flooding it with water hauled in 45 gallon 
drums on a stoneboat. Lighting was by Coleman 
lanterns strung on wires. Later a Delco was in- 
stalled for electric lights and for pumping water 
to flood the ice. With the help of Mr. Simpsom 
and Mr. Hastie plans were drawn up and the first 
curling rink was bullt by volunteer carpenters i 
terested in curling. Thus the “Booster Club” 
originated in Benalto, 


During the 1930's the children completed their 
schooling and worked at various jobs. 

Johanna married and moved to Carstairs. 
Soon Joe had a grandson to enjoy. Larus joined 
and went overseas with the 13th Field Regiment. 
During the war Joe and Helgi worked on various 
armed forces building projects. 

In 1946-47 Joe built a home for Johanna at the 
West Coast and decided he liked the climate so 
he remained there. Helgi married and also lived 
at the West Coast. 

Joe passed away suddenly on November 10, 
1961 and is buried at Haney, British Columbia. 
































HOLSWORTH, MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM, SR. 
— by Mrs. W.'A. Holsworth 

Mr. and Mrs. Holsworth (Will and Rosa) 
moved from Red Cloud, Nebraska to the Evarts 
district in 1914. They left Nebraska because they 











had no hope of owning the high-priced land there. 
For 20 years they had moved from rented farm 
to rented farm. John Holsworth, who had 
already settled in the Evarts district wrote to 
them of the good land available for about $15 an 
acre, 

‘They came by train to Red Deer with their 
family of six; Mabel, 18 years old, Edna 16, 
David 14, William 12, Ethel 10, and Clara eight 
years old, A neighbour, Mrs. Alice Tennant, 
made the journey with them to join her two sons, 
Richard and Charlie, who had homesteaded in 
the Evarts and Diamond Valley districts. The 
large wicker lunch basket held enough food for 
the nine travellers for at least four days. 

For two years Mr. Holsworth rented land 
from Douglas Walker before purchasing a halt 
section of raw land, N 21-38-2-W5, from Parks 
and Carscallen, real estate agents In Red Deer. 
A walking plow and four head of horses were 
used to break the land, 

‘The next spring the Chinese restaurant was 
moved from Evarts for a house. It took eight 
teams of horses to pull it on sleighs to its present 
location on the east quarter. A year later an addi- 
tion was constructed, using lumber from the 
Evarts Creamery, which Mr. Holsworth 
purchased and tore down. 

In the 1920's Mr. Holsworth purchased the SE 
29-38-2-W5, school land which was sold by auction 
at Eckville, and also the NE 20.38-2-W5, which 
was the Charlle Johnson homestead. This 
homestead land was fenced and had 30 acres 
broken and sown to hay. This quarter was very 
wet, and Bill trapped muskrats to earn money. 
‘The other quarter had been open pasture, and 
had been frequently burned over so there were 
no large trees on it. Eight head of horses pulling 
a Van Slyke breaking plow were used to break 
the land. 

Life was not all hard work. In the winter, rab- 
bit hunts were organized, and these were a real 
social event. Everyone gathered at one home, 
and while the men were hunting the women 
prepared a bountiful meal. The men arrived 
back, one time, with a wagon-box load of rabbits, 
and with good appetites. ‘Target shoots for both 
men and women were fun at these hunts. In the 
summer, there were many outings to Sylvan 
Lake for fishing or for picking wild raspberries, 
and always a picnic. 

‘Mr. Holsworth took an active interest in com- 
munity affairs. For many years he served on the 
council of the Municipal District of Golden West. 
He was a founding member of the Benalto 
Agricultural Society, a director for years, and 
‘was the president in 1930-31. He was a member of 
the Evarts School Board from 1927 to 1930. Mr. 
and Mrs. Holsworth faithfully attended the 
Evarts Presbyterian Church, and after 1928 they 
attended the Benalto Baptist Church. He was a 
deacon in the Baptist Church, 

Mr. and Mrs, Holsworth retired trom farm- 
ing in 1930, and built a house on an acreage east 
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Me. and Mrs. Willam Holsworth Se. on the occasion of their 
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‘Weeding Anniversary. 


of Benalto. Mr. Holsworth died on July 16, 1945 at 
the age of 76 years. Then Mrs. Holsworth moved 
into Benalto to the house which she bought 
across the corner from the Baptist Church, Here 
she resided until shortly before her death on 
November 17, 1958 at the age of 84 years. 

‘The oldest daughter, Mabel, married Charles 
‘Tennant on June 2%, 1918 and moved to his 
homestead in the Diamond Valley district. They 
had two children, Harold and Alice (Mrs. Aagie 
Berdahl). Harold died in North Africa, and 
Mabel, Charlie and Alice are buried in the Dia- 
mond Valley cemetery. 

‘The second daughter, Edna, married Edwin 
Mannerfeldt on December 8, 1930, and they lived 
on his farm in the Evarts district, After Ed died 
Edna retired in Sylvan Lake. Their daughter, 
Dorothy (Mrs. Harry Periche) lives on the farm 
now. 

On June 23, 1925 Ethel married William Or- 
miston McKee, and moved to Condor where 
Orme was the elevator agent. After a few years 
they moved to Orme's farm north of Benalto, 
‘They had two children, Ronald and Margaret. 
Orme is deceased, and Ethel has retired in Vie. 
toria, B.C. 

‘The ‘youngest daughter, Clara, married 
Elmer McKee on June 14, 1998. They resided on 
the McKee farm for a few years before moving to 
the NE 34-38-2-W5, opposite the Kuusamo school. 
‘They had two daughters, Doris and Jean. When 
they retired they moved to Red Deer. 

William A. Holsworth married Laura Norton 
on July 18, 1930, and remained on the home farm 
for five’ years. (Their history appears 
separately. 

David Holsworth married Elsie McKee on 
December 15, 1930. At first they lived on David's 
farm, and later moved across the road to the 
William Holsworth farm. Next they moved to 
Salmon Arm, B.C. They had five children: 
Howard (deceased), Evelyn, Elsie, Marilyn, and 
David. All of them live in British Columbia. 














HOLSWORTH, MR. AND MRS, WILLIAM A. 
(BILL AND LAURA) — by Laura Holsworth 

We were married on July 18, 1930 in a 
ceremony performed in the garden of the Norton. 
home by Reverend Stevens, the Presbyterian 
minister. I had been teaching for three years, 
one at Happy Hill, and two at Kuusamo. Bill had 
been farming with his father, and he continued 
on his own for the first five years of our married 
life. 

‘The depression was a discouraging time. I 
sold eggs at the O. C. Hansen store in Benalto for 
5¢ a dozen. After they had been government 
graded, Mr. Hansen asked for a few cents back 
as he had overpaid me. Making butter to sell at 
the store for seven cents a pound was an un- 
profitable venture. We bought an incubator, and 
after hatching, raising and dressing’ the 
chickens, we received 25¢ apiece for them. Bill 
bought two weaner pigs from Orrin Wylle for $5. 
After they were fed to market welghi they sold 
for $8. Grain was not worth much, elght to 10 
cents for barley and oats, and wheat 15 to 20 
cent 

We decided to stop farming, and held an auc. 
tion sale in the fall of 1935. This was the last sale 
which Mr. Frank Jenkins held. Mr. Clyde 
Stauffer, who was a newcomer in the Evarts dis. 
trict, was introduced by Mr. Jenkins, and he sold 
some of the items. 

For the next three years we kept a general 
store in Tees. This was a bad move for us. Busi- 
ness was poor as the depression was still on. Peo- 
ple managed with very few groceries. In 1938 we 
gladly came back to Benalto to farm again. This 
lime we lived close to the Benalto School, which 
was an advantage to our four children, 
Rosemary, Elizabeth, William and Joan, 

In 1940 T started’ teaching again, first at 
Evarts, then at Kuusamo, and finally in Benalto 
until I retired in 1974. Bill retired from farming 
in 1970, but we have continued living on our farm. 

Our eldest daughter, Rosemary, taught in Ed- 
monton, and {s at present a music consultant for 
the Edmonton School Board, 

Elizabeth married Le Rae (Hap) Nielsen. 
‘They live near Benalto with thelr five children — 
Arthur, Ann, Elizabeth, Mary and Christine. 

William married Carol Willlams in Perth, 
Australia. At present they live in Bendigo, Vie 
toria, Australia with their four children, Mark, 
Ian, Trevor and Cynthia, 

Joan married Stanley Mannerfeldt, the eldest 
son of Gustav Mannerfeldt of the Centerville dis- 
trict. They now live in Mill Woods, Edmonton, 
and have three children, Rosemary, William and 
Marilyn, 





‘THE HUHTALA FAMILY 

Being of an adventurous nature and hearing 
of opportunities in the New World, Abram 
Huhtala left his home in Siikajoki in the County 
of Oulu, Finland before the turn of the century. 
He followed the example of many Scandinavian 
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immigrants, arriving in the state of Minnesota, 
US.A., and finding work in the mines in Ely. 

Tt was here he met and married Helka Mary 
Salo, who had followed her sister Hilma and 
brother Matt from Kaustinen, County of Vaasa, 
Finland, and arrived in Duluth, Minnesota, She 
later found employment in a boardinghouse in 
Ely. Following their marriage in 1900, they 
moved to the mines in Rock Springs and 
Diamondville, Wyoming, U.S.A. Thelr first son, 
Frans William, was born here on January 9, 1902. 
In March of that year, leaving his wife and son 
behind, Mr. Huhtala and his friend, John Lassila, 
decided to find a new home in Canada, 
Homesteads were available by improving the 
land, and living on It for three years. After arriv- 
ing by train to Red Deer, they made their wa: 
west, and chose adjoining quarters on 36-38-3- 
W5; Mr. Huhtala choosing the southwest quarter 
and John Lassila the southeast quarter, 

Assisting one another, each erected a small 
log cabin on his quarter. Abram soon sent word 
to his wife to dispose of furnishings in Wyoming, 
and set about clearing a plot large enough to 
grow potatoes the first year. With the help of a 
close friend, Andrew Jarvin, who acted as auc- 
tioneer, Mrs. Hubtala sold their furniture and 
took the train to her new home In Canada. She 
was accompanted by Isaac Luoma, who was also 
coming to homestead here. Mother and son of six 
months arrived in Red Deer on June 26, 1902, 
having paid a fare of one cent per mile to travel 
on the railroad. Mr. Huhtala, who had no means 
of travel except walking, ‘hired Mr. Abram 
Holoppa with his wagon and team of horses to 
meet them in Red Deer. Thelr first purchase 
besides groceries was a door for their home, and. 
flour sacks to serve as covers for the cabin win- 
dows. They had to have something to keep out 
the hordes of mosquitoes! 

Mrs. Huhtala, having heard stories about 
hostile Indians in her new country, was a bit ap- 
prehensive about meeting them. Her fears were 
Somewhat overcome on leaving Red Deer. 
Following a trail through the trees, they came 
upon a fallen tree blocking their way. Just then 
an Indian, carrying an axe, came along and 
obligingly cut and removed the tree. She 
declared later that she had always remembered 
her first encounter with an Indian with gratitude, 

Travel through the forests and muskegs was 
slow, so the first night was spent at the home of 
Alex’ Pasma, a small house located two miles 
west of Snake (Sylvan) Lake. 

As with most pioneers, Mrs. Huhtala worked 
side by side with her husband, grubbing the pop- 
lars and willows, doing her baking and washing 
at night while her husband wove a fish net to 
catch fish from the Medicine River, tanned 
hides, and made shoes. The fish, along with rab- 
bits and upland game birds, were the source of 
their meat supply. During the first summer, they 
purchased a milk cow from a farmer in the Burnt 
Lake district, and a kind neighbor, Jack 





























Warwick, presented them with a hen and seven 
chicks. The weather was rainy and humid. } 
quitoes were very numerous, making clearing 
land a very trying task. With the coming of 
winter, it was necessary for Mr. Huhtala to leave 
his family once more, to work in the mines in 
Frank, Alberta. He was there at the time of the 
slide, but was in a neighboring town at the time. 
‘News of the tragedy reached the people at home, 
and many anxious days passed before they found 
‘out who had survived. In the meantime, Mrs. 
Hubtala took charge of her son, cow and 
chickens at home. Indians often passed by, and 
never having quite overcome her fear of them, 
she would take her baby and hide in the trees un- 
til they were gone. She had several Finnish 
neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Salamonson and Mr. 
and Mrs. Isaac Johnson and family. Their fre- 
quent visits were of great comfort to Mrs. 
Huhtala, 

Household facilities were crude. The wash 
tubs were made by sawing a wooden barrel in 
two. It was necessary to carry water from a 
slough a quarter of a mile away, until a well was 
dug the following year. This was accomplished 
by them both, he working in the well, while Mrs. 
Huhtala, several months pregnant at the time, 
winched up the pails of clay and rock. 

‘With the money earned in the mines, they 
were able to buy a yoke of oxen, hand breaking 
plow and other implements. More land was 
cleared — enough to grow oats for feed for the 
livestock. Often Mrs, Huhtala drove the team of 
‘oxen on the breaking. While discing one day, the 
oxen were stung by heel flies, causing a 
runaway. A tragedy was averted when the oxen 
ended up in the bush, one on each side of a pole 
poplar tree. By this time Mrs. Huhtala’s foot had 
slipped between the discs under the axle. 

‘Neighbors took turns driving to Red Deer, 25 
mifles to the east, bringing back supplies. Driving 
a team of horses, it was necessary to leave home 
at 3:00 a.m. in order to return by 10:00 p.m. Dur. 
ing frosty winter nights the anxious families at 
home could hear the screech of the sleigh 
runners for miles as the men returned. Sounds 
carried far on still nights. Mr. Lassila, their 
closest neighbor, was a talented violinist. Often, 
while walking to visit the Hubtalas, he would 
play his violin the three quarters of a mile, and 
his music could be heard for the entire distance. 

Earning money in the mines during the 
winter, and clearing more land made it possible 
to acquire horses and machinery. Each member 
of the family who was big enough to help did his 
or her share. Life became a bit easier with the 
establishment of the village of Evarts only four 
miles to the south, eliminating the long trips to 
Red Deer. Potatoes and eggs were exchanged for 
groceries, 

‘The Huhtala home was a convenient stopping 
place for people from north and west, going and 
coming from Evarts, and many were the visits 
over the ever-present cup of coffee. Mail picked 












up at the Evarts Post Office was brought in from 
Red Deer. 

Enough land had been cleared to grow oats 
which were sold as horse feed to the C.P.R. 
builders, which came through in 1912. Wheat was 
ground into flour in the mills in Lacombe. The 
highlight of the year was the threshing season, 
with the huge steam engine operating the grain 
separator. Grain bundies had been stacked 
earlier to keep dry until the machine arrived, 
often after a snowfall. 

Having cleared most of the original 
homestead, it became necessary to expand. Mr. 
Jack Robinson sold them the adjoining 
northwest quarter and later they purchased the 
‘SW 32-38-2.W5 from John Koski. 

‘The Melita School District was founded in 
10906. The school was bullt later the same year by 
Mr. Matchett, Mr. Jack Warwick having hauled 
the lumber from Red Deer. This gave the family 
a school within one and one-half miles. Mr 
Huhtala served as trustee on the school board for 
several years. 

In 1914, Jack Simpson built a store and post 
office beside the C.P, railroad. It was here that 
the hamlet of Benalto was developed. Now the 
mail and groceries were within one and one-half 
miles — a far cry from the 25 miles to Red Deer. 

‘Mr. Huhtala took a keen interest in the com- 
munity. He was one of the founding members of 
the Alberta Wheat Pool and later of the Eckville 
Co-op Store, both of which he was a member until 
his death in 1927, at the age of 60 years. 

Mrs, Huhtala continued farming with the help 
of her family. Later, she married Charles 
Raunio of Rocky Mountain House, and together 
they lived on the farm until retiring in 1953, at 
which time they sold it to Evald and Sylvia Lar- 
son. They bought a home in Eckville where they 
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lived until 1966, In 1967 they moved to the Senior 
Citizens’ Lodge in Sylvan Lake. Mr. Raunio 
passed away In February, 1971. Mrs. Raunio 
moved to live with her daughter, Olga Harvilow 
in Sylvan Lake. She was the last of the original 
pioneers of the Benalto area. 

‘Mr. and Mrs, Huhtala had a family of seven 
children, two of whom died at a very early age — 
Edward at 14 months and Arthur at two and one- 
half years. William married Lillian Aho, and 
moved to live in the Finnish Karelien sector of 
the U.S.S.R. in 1931, He passed away in 1942 at 
the age of 40 years. He Is survived by his wife and 
three daughters, Violet, Emily, and Alice. 

Olga married George Ignatius, They farmed 
three miles north of the home farm. They had 
two daughters, Edith and Hazel. Her husband 
passed away in 1953. Later, she married Andrew 
Harvilow, with whom she retired to Sylvan Lake 
in 1962, 

Oiva married Ingrid Delaney. They farmed in 
the Kuusamo District, and had two children, 
Calvin and Phyllis. In 1962, he retired to Sylvan 
Lake, where he passed away in 1972 at the age of 
0 years. 

Alli married Clarence Anderson. They also 
farmed in the Benalto area. They had a son, 
Gary, and a daughter, Delores. Clarence passed 
away in November, 1972, after having retired to 
Rocky Mountain House where Aili still resides. 

‘Arthur, the youngest of the family, married 
Emma Motus. They have one daughter, Lynn, 
and now reside in Edmonton. An electrician by 
trade, Arthur works in Fort McMurray on the tar 
sands development. 


HYVONEN, JOHN 

John Hyvonen was born in Finland and 
immigrated to the U.S.A. In 1893 his wife and 
children joined him there. 

After Mrs. Hyvonen’s death in 1901 Mr. 
Hyvonen, with his four sons, Matt, Andrew, John 
and Bill, settled on land north of Benalto, the 
same quarter where the Young People’s Hall 
used to be. This was SW-18-39-2-W5. 

‘John Hyvonen remarried (this bride also was 
from Finland). Soon after this Mr. Hyvonen took 
his wife and two youngest sons, John and 
William, back to the U.S.A. 

In 1901 his oldest son, Iimar, drove his one 
team and wagon from Montana to his dad’s farm 
where Matti and Andy&w were still living. In 1906 
Imar married Ida Kinnunen. In 1907 he bought 
SW 12-39-3-W5. On this land he built a one-room 
log house which is still standing. Ilmar and Ida 
had four children: Oiva, Edna, of Rocky Moun. 
tain House, Aili, and John, of Sylvan Lake. 

At this time there was no town of Eckville or 
Benalto, and no roads or railroads. Mr. Hyvonen 
made numerous trips to Red Deer for provisions 
for his family and for neighbors. This was done, 
of course, with horses. 

‘The Hyvonens were very hospitable people 
and many a tired traveller would stop there to 














mar and Ida Hyvonen on the occasion of Ida's 80th birthday. 


rest awhile on thelr Journey or even to stay over- 
night. 

‘Mr. Hyvonen enjoyed taking in the fairs at 
Benalto, Red Deer, and Rocky Mountain House. 
He always showed his animais, and through the 
years he won many trophies and championships 
with his Percheron horses, Shorthorn cattle, Ox- 
ford and Suffolk sheep and Plymouth Rock 
chickens, 

Timar went to Finland in 1940 and enlisted in 
the Finnish Army. He earned many medals in 
Finland, and as a result became interested in 
collecting medals and also coins. He loved to 
play cards, to travel, and to watch or listen to all 
kinds of sports. 

‘Mrs, Hyvonen was born in Michigan in the 
ULS.A. At the age of 14 she came to Red Deer 
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Kin- 
nunen, her sister Minnie, and four brothers, 
John, Alex, Arvig, and William in 1910. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Hyvonen stayed on their farm 
until 1963, when they sold the farm to Ray 
Niemela and retired to the Autumn Glenn Lodge 
in Innisfail. Here they celebrated their 63rd. 
wedding anniversary. Mrs. Hyvonen was then 84 
years old and Mr. Hyvonen was 91 years of age. 











JENKINS, FRANK G. 

Frank’ Jenkins will possibly be most 
remembered in connection with the Benalto Fair 
and Stampede. Coming to Canada from Iowa in 
1911, he and his wife Josephine settled near the 
north end of Sylvan Lake on a homestead which 
he subsequently sold to the Murto family during 
the depression for one dollar down. 

With the coming of the Alberta Central 
Railway, Benalto became one of the trading 
centers of the district, and Frank, along with 




























Mrs, Josephine Jenkins and Ruth Kinna 


many other public spirited settlers, felt that 
an annual summer celebration would be a 
welcome event for the area. The Benalto Fair 
and Stampede began with many improvised 
facilities but much enthusiasm and enjoyment, 
and is unique in being one of the few continuous 
affairs of its kind in the province. Many will 
recall Frank riding his horse around the 





Deer Hunting. Frank Jenkins and Bob Armstrong. 


‘A Fishing Trp! Frank G. Jenkins and fiend 



















stampede enclosure announcing events through 
a large, hand-carried loudspeaker with Gaylord 
Armstrong exhibiting his exceptional 
horsemanship as he picked up contestants, 
Frank continued as Stampede manager for 
many years. 

In common with most pioneers, great skill in 
hunting and fishing became a way of life, not 
only for provisions for the home, but primarily 
as one of the few forms of recreation. The fall big 
game hunting trips were looked to with great ex- 
citement. Trophies were mounted and 
photographed. Among Frank Jenkin’s collection 
were moose, deer, mountain goats, and a golden 
eagle. The Armstrong brothers and Arthur Kin- 
na were frequent companions on these trips. 

Not all events can be remembered with as 
much pleasure as hunting, for tragedy struck 
many homes during the ‘flu epidemic of 1918, 
Frank recalled taking supplies to many stricken 
families and, as he was a constant pipe smoker, 
the story circulated that he remained immune 
because of the pipe. 








F, Jenkins homestead, north end of Spvan Lake, Fall of 1912. 


Always Interested in livestock, Frank became 
a dealer with shipping points along the Alberta 
Central Railway and eventually moved to 
Calgary to continue in the business. He and his 
wife and Theresa Hoven, who was with them for 
many years, returned fo Benalto in the early 
thirties to farm and buy livestock until he retired 
In 1945, 

During the second World War Frank made a 
noteworthy contribution in his enthusiastic sale 
of War Bonds. In 1945 he married Emma Kinna, 
and several years after her death in 1951, he 
moved to Fairview, Alberta, where he died in 
1963, 


JENSON, MR. AND MRS. CARL AND FAMILY 
— Written by Mrs. Carl Jenson 

We, Mr. and Mrs. Jenson, originally home. 
steaded in Saskatchewan, but the drought con: 
ditions prevalent there at the time drove us out, 
and in 1937 we rented a farm six miles northeast 
of Camrose, where we lived for seven years. 
Here we found the winters quite severe, and we 
missed the chinook winds that we had ex- 
perlenced on the prairie. With these thoughts in 
mind, we were persuaded, in the spring of 1943, 































by a salesman from Canada Mortgage in Ed. 
monton, and also a refugee from the dried-out 
area in Saskatchewan, to buy Section 2-39-3-W5, 
the former Barhan place, for the sum of $8,000 
cash. 

That summer Mr. Jenson drove an Oliver 99 
tractor from Camrose to the newly-purchased 
farm. This tractor had been purchased In 1940 for 
the sum of $2,150. He pulled a rubber-tired wagon 
behind the tractor on which he hauled a tiller 
with seeder-box attachment. He went right to 
work in preparing for the next year’s income, 
and Gaylord Armstrong told some friends that a 
“crazy man was sowing fall rye in the stubble 
and quack grass.” However, this fall seeding 
resulted ina crop of 2,900 bushels of rye 
harvested the next year and sold for ninety cents 
a bushel, 

Tt was not until March of 1945 that we left the 
Camrose area for good. The last week in March 
we moved into a very dilapidated house on our 
property. The many layers of paper had become 
detached from the laths and hung down in 
bulges, weighted down by large quantities of 
dirt. The cracks between the laths made good 
viewing spaces for the mice, and I'm certain 
they didn't approve of our taking possession of 
thelr home. 

‘Kit Armstrong was our first caller as she rode 
inona frisky saddle horse to round up her horses 
that had been wintering on the section. 
Neighbors were friendly and this we much ay 
preciated, as I was left alone with the four boys 
while Mr. Jenson returned to Camrose to fetch 
the combine, One day Orrin Wylie drove in on his 
way to Eckville and discovered that I had no gas. 
oline for my wash-machine motor. In just no 
time he had siphoned some from his car and thus 
solved my problem. 

We had brought with us about 100 laying hens, 
Mr. and Mrs. 8. Anderson supplied me with 
chicken feed. We also had some milk cows which 
made the creamery in Eckville an important 
place for us, as we milked cows and sold eggs for 
a living in those days. Prices weren't very good 
for either eggs or eream, but we made out all 

ight. 

In 1947 we had a good crop of fall rye and 
prices were good. We had made plans to build a 
new house, but when we found that labor was so 
scarce we decided to buy the Heikkinen place 
close to town. Our five sons never missed a day 
of school due to weather or road conditions, 
which was a pretty good record. 

Our oldest son, Morris, married Audrey 
Salminen and they have two daughters. Paul 
lives in Edmonton. Earl married Alva Gray and 
they have one girl and one boy. They live in Van. 
couver. Chris married Margaret Pease after 
tinishing his veterinary course in Guelph, On- 
tarlo. They have two girls. Allan, his wife, 
Karen, and daughter, Natalie, are planning to 
make ‘their home on’ the NE’ 2-39-3-W5 of the 
Barhan section, as it is always called, 




















In the spring of 1967 we retired to 
Summerland, B.C. where we are enjoying good 
health and Keeping busy with gardening and 
social activities. 


THE MORRIS JENSON FAMILY — by Audrey 
Jenson 

Morris and Audrey Jenson (nee Salminen) 
reside at SW 2-39-3-W5, which is one mile east of 
the “Eckville Corner”, north side of No, 11 
highway, In a brown and white house that Gus 
built, 

‘They raise Hereford cattle, and Morris 
carries on a trucking business during the 
summer months. They have two daughters, 
Debra Ann is married to Rick Gordon, and lives 
in Calgary. Their daughter, Lindsey Danelle, 
was born In September, 1976. 

Sandra Lee graduated from the Eckville High 
‘School as valedictorian of her class in 1977. She 
plans to attend the University of Calgary and will 
major In education in preparation for becoming 
a teacher. 





JOHNSON 
Johnson 

Howard’s interest in farming kept him on the 
family farm, living on the N ¥ of N 4-12-39-3-W5. 
We supplemented our Income by renting land. 

During the years 1947-1948 we operated 
“Johnson's Dairy’ supplying milk to Benalto 
and Eckville. However, Howard was more 
enthused about mixed farming, so we gradually 
changed over to beef cattle and rented more 
land. 

Faye Evelyn arrived on February 17, 1953. 

We enjoyed our community aciivities and 
Howard was as interested in sports as before, 
‘Many of the winter evenings were taken up with 
curling. 

Faye was at home until she graduated from 
high school in Eckville. She moved to Calgary in 
1971 to attend university and still lives there. At 
resent she is teaching school, 
gota and I farmed until he passed away in 

‘The land is rented out now and I am at home 
— living In the original house the Johnsons came 
to in 1913. 


HOWARD AND HELEN — by Helen 





ISAAC JON 
son 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Johnson and their family 
of six boys arrived in Alberta in March of 1902 
and settled in what is now known as the Melita 
district. The boys were Lester, the youngest at 
four years of age and David, Philmore, Louis, 
Steiner and George, the eldest, at 17 years of age. 
‘Two older daughters, Ida and Lizzie, remained in 
Montana. We came by train through Sweet 
Water, Montana, to Calgary and on to Red Deer 
where we hired a team and wagon to take us to 
Sylvan Lake. There were about 10 families 
already homesteading in Sylvan Lake, most of 





INSON FAMILY — by Mr. L. E. John- 











whom had come from the same area of Montana, 
We stayed with the Passma Family, whom we 
had known in Belt, Montana. We homesteaded on 
SW 6-39-2-W5, There were two families already 
settled there by the Medicine River, the Wylies 
and a half-breed family by the name of Witts. A 
log house was built, and also a steam bath, which 
was enjoyed by all. An acre or two of land was 
ploughed for potatoes and vegetables. That first 
winter Isaac Johnson returned to Montana to 
work in the mines for the last time, 

‘There was a store and a post office called 

rts about five miles south where more people 
had settled earlier. After our arrival, the settlers 
started to come into the country going west and 
north. No roads were open yet, so everybody 
travelled the old Indian Trail that went through 
our place. Many of these settlers put up at our 
place and none were ever turned away. 
Sometimes there were as many as 20 people 
staying overnight. The Armstrong family was 
the biggest outfit to come, with their five boys 
and one girl. They bought a quarter of land, 160 
acres, for each boy and the girl. They came from 
Oklahoma, and with them they brought horses, 
mules, and about 20 head of cattle, They lived in 
tents until their house was built. Shortly after 
they came Mrs. Armstrong died of blood poison. 
ing after cutting a corn off her foot. 

‘About 1905 the Melita School was built. Since 
it was located on our place, we were close to 
school. There were no desks when the school first 
opened, so we sat around the walls in a circle on 
seats made from lumber placed on nail kegs and 
boxes. A Nova Scotia girl by the name of Miss 
McGregor was our first teacher. The first place 
she boarded was at Jack Warwick's and then she 
stayed at our place. A room was partitioned off 
for her and the logs were lined with cheese cloth. 
‘The school was closed for three months at Christ- 
mas time. Miss McGregor was a real nice girl; 
she never complained about anything, and really 
enjoyed the steam bath. She taught school for a 
term and a half and then got married to Mr. 
Forhan who had a small drug store at Evarts. 
Later they had a drug store in Eckville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson could speak Swedish, 
Norwegian, Finnish and English. Mr. Johnson 
was called on at times to act as an interpreter on 
court cases in Red Deer. Mrs. Johnson was a 
midwife, and she was called on at all hours. 
Sometimes she was away for a day and a night. 

In 1910 the Alberta Central Railway was 
started by John T. Moore and Associates, It was 
Supposed to go on to the Yellow Head Pass. After 
they got the Charter they were to get a govern- 
ment grant so two camps were established, one 
at Burnt Lake and the other at our place, to see 
how much it cost to build a mile. The workers 
had to run to Red Deer all winter long to get their 
wages. Moores bought our place as townsite for 
the railway. After they got the government grant 
they gave the whole thing to the C.P.R. The 
railway siding was moved to C.P.R. crown land a 
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half mile south, What a farce! The railway never 
did get any further than Rocky Mountain House. 

Tt was in 1905 when my sister Lizzie died in 
Montana and left three boys. They were brought 
out to our place to live. Their name s were Harry, 
Gordon and Tommy Trimmer. They were about 
the same age as we younger ones were and they 
grew up as a part of our family. 

‘The coldest winter that I can remember in 
Alberta was in 1906-1907. It started in December 
and for three months the temperature was 
almost always at least 30 degrees below zero F. 
The winds drifted the snow along the fences so 
that all you could see were the tops of the fence 
posts. A thousand head of cattle died in the 
Southern part of the province and in Montana, 
‘Then came an early break and the grass was 
green by the end of March. 

‘The winter of 1909-1910 was the year Halley's 
Comet was to split the earth, so they said! It was 
tobe the end of the earth! My brother and I were 
playing cards at our neighbours’. It was a cold 
winter night, with steam clouds floating around. 
We were on'our way home about 11 o'clock at 
night when we saw it in the east at a 45-degree 
angle. Needless to say, the earth was not split in 
half! 

came to Vancouver during World War IT in 
1940 and worked at fish processing work in a 
plant until my retirement. There were a lot of 
jobs during the war years, but this is no longer 
true. There have been so many people coming 
here, looking for work. 

‘The best years of my life were spent on a 
homestead in the Melita district in Alberta. Ijust 
passed my s0th birthday. Most of my generation 
have passed on, 


JOHNSON, OLAF AND KAROLINE — by the 
‘Johnson Family 

Olaf and Karoline Johnson arrived in the 
Benalto-Eckville area in May, 1913, Coming 
from Butte, Montana, they purchased from 
Isaac and Anna Luoma the N¥4 of NE 12-39-3-W5. 

Olaf Mukkala was born in Vadso, Norway In 
1866. His parents, fishing people were drowned at 
sea leaving him an orphan at the age of 12. In 
1879, at age 13, Olaf set out with his younger 
sister, Matilda to find his two older brothers, 
Henry and Eric in America, 

Leaving Matilda in Michigan, Olaf, now 17, 
began to find his way west by working as a water 
boy for construction crews along the Oregon 
‘Trail. Olaf’s journey led him to Butte, Montana 
where he successfully found employment In its 
copper mines. 

Karoline Hietala was born in Virrat, Finland 
on May 15, 1868. When she was 18, she and a 
friend, Emma Herranen; who would later marry 
her brother Frank, came to Hancock, Michigan, 
Both women worked as housekeepers with 
families who helped them learn some of the 
English language. Karoline spent time in 
Michigan with a Methodist minister and his 








family as a companion-helper. Karoline later 
followed her two older brothers to Butte, Mon: 
tana where she found work in boarding houses 
where miners lived, She worked for a time at the 
boarding house owned by the Ladic family, 
whose son Karoline’s eldest daughter was 
destined to marry. It was in Butte that Karoline 
met Olaf. 

‘The trials of being an immigrant with just 
eight days of formal schooling had forced Olat 
Mukkala to become Olaf Johnson. Olaf and 
Karoline Johnson were married on November 28, 
1894. In Butte, Olaf worked in the mines and 
daughters Lydia (Beth) and Mary (Rae) were 
born in 1896 and 1898 respectively. 

‘The family moved to Calumet, Michigan and 
their sons John and Walter were born in 1901 and 
1903. ‘The mines in Butte, though, provided 
secure employment for Olaf Johnson and so the 
family moved there where Ann was born in 1907 
and Ted was born in 1910, 





‘laf Johnson with son Ted in foreground. Back: Beth, Rac, and 
Mrs. Johnson with Ann standing infront of her. 


It was at this time that Karoline’s brothers, 
Frank and Alec Hietala were homesteading land 
in Alberta and 1913 the Johnsons followed these 
brothers and settled on the farm between their 
homesteads. 

Shortly after the family settled in the area 
their eldest daughter, Beth, returned to Butte to 
attend nursing school. Then, in 1915, the last 
member of the family, Howard, was born. In 
these years and ones to come, Olaf often spent 
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winters working in the Butte mines to sup- 
plement the farm income. 

The flu epidemic of 1918 saw Beth return 
home for a period of time. She spent long days 
and nights with her horse and buggy going to 
homes of the sick to nurse them and help with 
chores. Karoline had taught her well by exam- 
ple. In her years on the farm she often would 
walk miles to visit the sick, usually with a freshly 
baked cake under her arm. When people came to 
visit the Johnsons home and see the flower gar- 
dens Karoline loved, she usually sent home with 
them a freshly picked bouquet. And visitors were 
frequent. 

‘The early day church services, mostly 
Lutheran, were held at the nearby Young 
People’s Hall. These services were well attended 
even though many in the congregation had to 
travel long distances by horse and buggy. Every 
Sunday, the Johnson home had many of these 
people for coffee and there was always company 
for Sunday dinner. 

‘Young People’s Hall was a community centre 
for the area, and when church services or dances 
were held it was generally one of the Johnson 
family lighting the fire in the stove before and 
sweeping the floor after, never expecting a 
nickel. The dirty coffee cups were often taken 
home where Mother Johnson would wash them 
clean for the next time. 

Although breaking new land, planting and 
harvesting crops, and caring for livestock, in 
Olaf's case — hogs, were no easy tasks, it cer- 
tainly wasn’t all work and no play to make son 
John a dull boy. There were weddings, chivaris, 
dances, ball games, and competitive gym: 
nastics. The two main events in the early days 
were the mid-summer picnic and dance on June 
24 and the Victoria Day dance on May 24. 

By the 1930's the family had mostly grown 
and gone. The girls were settled in Seattle; John 
had gone off prospecting and for a time stayed 
with the Bill Lowry family when he worked in 
Drumheller; Walt was working mainly in 
lumber camps. In 1932 Olaf died. 

‘Howard and Ted remained on the family farm 
with their mother, until she died in 1944 and Ted 
left the farm. During this time both Ted and 
Howard played softball on the Young People's 
All Star Team while Walt often acted as 
scorekeeper. 

‘On December 27, 1945 Howard married Helen 
Niemela and there another story begins. 








JOHNSON, WILLIAM THEODORE (TED) AND 
RUTH — by Helen Johnson 

Ted moved to Penhold to operate a coffee 
shop in 1945, While there he married Ruth 
Soderlund in June, 1946. After they sold the 
business in Penhold, Ted worked on construction 
for a number of years. They have one son Gary 
and one granddaughter. 

‘Ted has always had a keen interest In music 














and while he was living on the farm he oc- 
casionally played at dances. 
They are living in Calgai 





JOHNSTON, THE RALPH FAMILY—by Norma, 
Stewart 

Ralph Johnston arrived in Elspeth in 1929 to 
operate the Wheat Pool Elevator at the siding 
between Benalto and Sylvan Lake on the C.N.R. 
Tn 1930 he was married to the former Marion 
‘Mather at Trochu. Their son, Wesley, was born 
in 1932. They left Elspeth in 1935 and after living 
in southern Alberta, Grand Forks, B.C., and 
Rimbey, they moved to Lacombe where they 
now reside. Recently they have been spending 
thelr winters in Arizona, U.S.A. 

While in Elspeth they were closely associated 
with Benalto, usually walking in during the 
winter time. Their son, Wes, graduated in Phar- 
macy from the U. of A. With the help of his wife, 
the former Norma Jean Stewart, he has been 
operating a drug store in Edmonton. They have 
two sons, Ralph, recently married to the former 
Jo-An Olstead, and a member of the Edmonton, 
City Police, and Stewart, who is at home. 





KALAPUTAS, ANDERSON GUST 

My parents, Gust Kalaputas and Elmina 
Soderback, were united in marriage in 
Evanston, Wyoming on June 20, 1894. They im- 
migrated to Canada from Rock Springs, Wyo- 
ming in 1903 where dad was employed in’a coal 
mine. They were met in Red Deer by August 
Halstien and they stayed the winter with them, 

Dad homesteaded the NW 28-38.2-W5 which 
had formerly been homesteaded by Edward Aho 
and had returned to the crown, 

A one-room log house was erected to house 
the family, also a small barn for the cow and ox- 
en, William Aho, who owned the land adjoining 
on the east was’a great assistance in building. 
Hardships were many for the pioneers the first 
years on the farm. There wasn’t any ready wood 
pile — just tall timber. It all had to be cut into 
stove lengths, 

‘The snow was deep and often, over night, 
snow piled so high behind the door, a shovel had 
to be used to go out. 

Water wells were shallow and froze up. Snow 
was melted for use in the house during the cold 
winter, as well for the cattle. There were no 
roads, just trails. Trees had been cut down and a 
trail cleared wide enough for a wagon to pass 
through. These trails would wind from house to 
house. A main trail to Evarts passed by our 
home which was used by travellers from north 
and east of us. 

Our first animals on the farm were a cow and 
a team of oxen. The one named Mike was a real 
pet and we could ride him around the yard, 
Sometimes there were three of us on his back. 

‘Dad was a hard worker, clearing land during 
the summer with the only tools available, a grub 
hoe and axe. In the fall and winter he buili houses 








for the settlers, Logs were plentiful and made 
cheap warm homes. The logs were fitted, hewed, 
and with corners shaped made comfortable 
houses, 

Land was cleared and had to be made into 
fields. We purchased a team of horses, Dick and 
Molly, from the Indians. They were a great asset, 
to our farming. The horses worked well with the 
oxen breaking land. They were faster on the road 
and on needed trips to Evarts and Red Deer. 
Also, in later years, they were our school ponies, 

With an ox, and two horses pulling the plow, 
the sod was made into fields to grow feed and 
grain. Turnips and potatoes were also grown, 
When harvest time rolled around, neighbors 
helped pick turnips and anyone who came for a 
visit went home with a boxfull of turnips, which 
were fed to the stock. The potatoes were taken to 
Red Deer and traded for essentials. 

Machinery was bought together with the 
neighbors to share cost. Dad had a Massey 
Harris mower in joint with Sylvester Saha, a 
rake with John Koski Sr. and a five-foot Deering 
binder with a right “hand cut with Alex 
Staudinger. This went on for years till they had 
to get larger machinery. 

‘Melita was our first School. School was held in 
the summer months due to the amount of snow 
and inclement winters. Then Kuusamo school 
was moved further west from its original site 
and we were transferred there. Travelling to 
school was difficult. There was water 
everywhere on the way to school. The lowlands 
and hollows were filled with water. One evening 
riding home from school we decided to cross one 
of the bodies of water. Lying on the horse to keep 
our feet dry, we drove into the water and made it 
across which was quite a distance. This went on 
until Gust Hill, a neighbor, had watched us from 
his yard and reported the incident to our parents. 
Needless to say, our short-cut promptly ended. 

In a few years, we had accumulated several 
milk cows. The cows were milked outside in the 
summer. Smudges were set burning to ward off 
the millions of mosquitoes and bugs while milk 
ing. 

‘Milk was delivered each morning to the 
cheese factory, a distance of four miles. The fac- 
tory was owned and operated by T. B. Miller. 

Wild fruit was plentiful, we picked 
blueberries, strawberries, saskatoons, currants 


Gust Kalaputa’ homestead hour est of Benalto 




























and gooseberries. We almost lived on wild fruit 
during the summer. It was a glad change to the 
dry fruit diet of prunes, apples, and apricots. 

‘esh fruit was only available in the store during 
the summer and this consisted of apples and 
oranges. 

Homesteaders were still arriving, staying 
with us until finding homesteads further west in 
the Pitcox (Hespero) area. Some were the Matt 
Kangas and John Tukkanen families. The house 
was small but there was always room for a few 
more. 

As the years passed by, fields were larger so 
the need for a threshing machine was evident. A 
syndicate was formed, a steam engine and 
thresher were purchased, which was named the 
Sambo. The shareholders supplied the bundle 
teams and men, also the grain haulers, counting 
18men in all. The machine operators were hired, 
as was the water monkey. The water man had 
two wagons with a 400 gallon tank on each wagon 
drawn by four horses. He was the busiest man on 
the outfit. He pumped water into the tank by 
hand and sometimes had to haul water quite a 
distance from creeks or lake. Farmers had 
water wells but pumped water by hand so 
it was easier to obtain water somewhere else. 

The cooks were also a busy lot. Food prepara- 
tion went on for days ahead. Few homes had ex- 
tra dishes, so dishes were borrowed from the 
neighbors. ‘Those were happy days. Harvest in- 
volved hard work and long hours But no one com 
plaine 

‘The flu epidemic hit the district in 1918 right 
in the midst of threshing. Threshing was com 
pleted short handed. In some homes the whole 
family was stricken. Neighbors were called on to 
feed the threshing crew. My sister Ada and Dad 
Were the two in our family who escaped the flu. 
They were milking cows and doing chores for 
neighbors and tending to their care. December 
19, 1918, tragedy struck our home when Mother 
passed away at the age of 44 years. This left Dad 
with three of us in school but we seemed to 
manage with the help of kindly neighbors, Mrs. 
Matt Lund, Mrs, Matt Wuorl, the Aug, Halsteins, 
Saha's and several others. 

Dad farmed for a number of years before sell- 
ing the farm to Charlie Jenkins in 1925 and retir 
ing to Sylvan Lake, passing away on January 17, 
19h, 

Mother and Dad were both laid to rest in the 
Kuusamo cemetery. 

‘The family consisted of eight children four 
girls and four boys. 

Elmer Waino the eldest, born April 21, 1896. 
Elmer was married to Anna Bay and they lived 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. After Anna passed 
away Elmer moved to Newport, Washington, 
where he resided until his passing on December 
9, 1972. He is buried In the veteran plot of the 
Newport cemetery. 

Maimie Willina, born February 6, 1898, 
attended Melita School. She is presently living in 





Vancouver and she is married to Charles Hoicka, 

Charles Gust, born March 29, 1900, attended 
‘Melita School and after leaving home operated a 
hotel in Orofino, Idaho. Charlie passed away 
August, 1951, and is buried in Spokane, 
Washington, 

Matt Arvid, born August 31, 1902, attended 
‘Melita School. Matt is married to Hazel McFaul, 
the eldest daughter of Russell and Rosie McFaul 
of Red Deer. Matt worked for the C.N.R., retir- 
Ing to Sylvan Lake where he presently resides. 
They have two children, Shella Dawn (Mrs. 
Harvey Wylie) of Rocky Mountain House. Shella 
has two daughters Becky Dawn and Stacey 
Lynn. John Richard lives in Red Deer. 

‘Ada Elida, born January 3, 1905, attended 
Melita and Kuusamo schools, married Albert 
Proudler of Ontario. They lived in Sylvan Lake 
for a number of years before moving to Caroline, 
where Albert sold real estate and was justice of 
the peace. Albert and Ada had two children. 
Donald Ivan Francis is transit superintendent 
for the city of Red Deer, married to Barbara 
‘Thomas of Stettler. They have two sons, Steven 
and David Charles. Dorothy Mae, an R.N., was a 
Captain in the R.C.A.F. until retiring last year. 
She lives with her mother in Victoria, B.C. Albert 
passed away January 25, 1955, and is buried in 
the Red Deer Cemetery 

John Eric, born August 21, 1907, attended 
Kuusamo school. He served with the R.C.A.F. 
during World War IJ. John married Eva Mathias 
of Saunders Creek. They lived at Hammond, 
B.C. Their daughter Mary Ann (Mrs. Barry 
Shortt) of Toronto has three sons Graham, 
Frazer and Duncan. Judith Margaret (Mrs. 
Brian Crossett) is living on Vancouver Island, 
and has two children, John passed away October 
49, 1949, and is buried in the veterans’ plot of the 
Haney cemetery. 

Sylvia Katherine, born June 2, 1911, attended 
Kuusamo and Eckville schools. She is mnarried to 
Charles Thorkman of Eckville. They have 
farmed in the Saima district since thelr 
marriage. Charles and Sylvia have five 
daughters. Betty Marie (Mrs. M. Leo Silber- 
nagel) of Calgary, took her schooling at Saima, 
Red Deer, going on to receive her R.N. at the 
Misericoridia Hospital in Edmonton. Betty has 
three sons, Peter Charles, Jerry Stuart and Dale 
Allan. Margaret Eileen (Mrs. Morley Grose) of 
Clive, took her schooling at Saima, Eckville and 
Red Deer, going on to take her B.id. at the U of 
‘A. She has two sons, Warren Keith and David 
Wesley. June Bernice (Mrs. Doug Nelson) of 
Calgary, attended Saima, Eckville and Red Deer 
Schools, going on to the University of Alberta to 
receive’ her Bachelor of Science in Home 
Economics and her Bachelor of Education. She 
has three children, Phillip Douglas, 1 
Daryl Jay, Kelly Gay. 

Jean Edith Elida (Mrs. David Williams) of 
Kitimat, B.C. attended the Saima and Eckville 
schools. Jean is loans manager with the Royal 




















Bank. She had four children, Gregory Gene, 
Katherine Ann, Robert David, Patrick Allan! 
Greg passed away May, 1977. Fern Catherine, 
(Mrs. Glenn Skocdopole) attended school at 
Salma, Eckville and Edmonton, She has four 
children, twins Steven Charles and Susan 
Catherine, Carla Jean and Gerald Edward. 

Frances Louise, born November 15, 1914, 
attended Kuusamo and Sylvan Lake schools. She 
is married to Rupert Griffith, formerly of 
Ridgewood district. They have five children and 
live at Peace River. Florence (Mrs. Wilfred 
Chateau) of Fairview has five children, Jean 
(Mrs. Laverne Knox) of Peace River has five 
children. Mae (Mrs. Henry Desanio) of Manning 
has three children. Beverly (Mrs. Russell Lowe) 
of Peace River has two sons, Lee and Blaine 
reside in Peace River. 


KINNA, ARTHUR AND BUCHANAN, V.B. 

Music played a central role in a great many 
pioneer families and so it was within the Kina 
home. At an early age in Estonia, Arthur Kinna 
showed exceptional promise as a violinist and his 
father, John Kinna, who taught him his first 
notes, sent him away to study. When the family 
immigrated to Eckville during Arthur's 
fourteenth year, his interest in music continued, 
‘Together, with other members of the family, the 
Kinna orchestra played for many community 
events. ‘The first gramophone in the district was 
owned by Henry Kinna who requested Arthur to 
choose an excellent selection of records. These 
records were a great source of instructions 
Arthur's musical education and he eventually 
played with the Calgary Symphony Orchestra 
and the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra. On 
one occasion while playing violin in a Calgary 
concert, the American guest soloist failed to 
appear. As Arthur was the only one who knew the 
selection, he filled the gap admirably 

Although earning a living had to be of 
primary concern, Arthur's first love was the 
violin and such pupils as Johanna Schuneman 
(not sure about the name) gave him a great 
satisfaction. The family mail contract from Red 
Deer to Burnt Lake, Evarts, and Eckville re- 
Quired trips three times weekly, sometimes in 
adverse weather conditions. 

In 1921, Arthur married Emma Gudmundson, 
who taught school in the districts of Beaverflats, 
Sylvan Lake, Kuusamo, and Estonia, While 
teaching at Estonia school, she boarded with the 
Moos family, close neighbors of Kinnas, They 
began the operations of a general store and Post 
Office in Benalto in partnership with V.B, 
Buchanan who had married Arthur's sister, Min: 
nie Kinna. 

Education for pioneer families presented 
many problems. Those with a foreign mother 
tongue were probably the most eager to advance 
their learning and Minnie was no exception. With 
drive and ambition Minnie completed her grade 
12 in Red Deer working for her board and won 























this distinction written on the fly leaf of POEMS 
OF LONGFELLOW — Presented by the Alberta 
Women’s Association to Minnie Kinna for having 
made the greatest progress in Grade Eleven of 
the Red Deer High School during the year ending 
July, 1912. After completing Normal School she 
taught in many districts until her marriage to 
Varley Buchanan, who was a native of Ontario, 
coming west to work in the Bank of Commerce in 
Eckville. Minnie Buchanan was a well respected 
and ardent worker in the Benalto community af 
fairs, 

‘After dissolving the partnership of Buchanan 
and Kina, the Buchanans operated the Benalto 
Hotel until Minnie’s death in 1949. Their son Jack 
continued in the hotel after his discharge from 
the R.C.A.F. and he and his sister Mona subse. 
quently sold the business to L. Billings. Jack 
moved to Brantford, Ontario to be with his father 
until Jack's death in 1962. Mona married Harold 
Crawford of Red Deer and their two children 
Debra and Jack live in Red Deer. Mona died in 
1973. 

‘Tragedy struck the Arthur Kinna family in 
1928 when, after a very short illness, Arthur died 
leaving two small children, Ruth and William, 
Emma continued the business and was once 
again bereaved when in 1930 William died. As 
with all small communities each individual is 
called on to make contributions to civic affair 
and Emma endeavored to do so with work in the 
Red Cross, Booster Club, Ladies Ald, and School 
Board, 

Ruth was the first girl child born in the 
hamlet and in 1944 married Don Wilkes of 
Lacombe, Alberta, who was on leave from five 
years service with the R.C.A.F. After his second 
return from overseas in 1945, he purchased the 
Kina store and operated it until 1963 when they 
sold it to W. Rozell of Red Deer. 

Both Don and Ruth served the hamlet of 
Benalto and area for these years in the Booster 
Club, Agricultural Society, Curling Club, Boy 
Scouts, and Presbyterian Church. Three 
children were born to them; Gregin 1946, Donald 
in 1948, and Mona in 1960, Moving from’Benalto 
in 1963, they resided in Fairview for seven years 
and now live in Peterborough, Ontario. 











LARSEN FARM — by Sylvia Larsen 

In the spring of 1953 Evald and Sylvia Larsen 
purchased the N 36-38-3-W5 from Mr. and Mrs. 
Charlie Raunio (former Huhtala farm). We had 
one son Kenneth at the tlme and were blessed 
with another son Ronald in 1955. When we bought 
the farm Evald noticed an old snow plow and he 
thought; how handy that will be for snow plowing 
around 'the yard, never realizing that living 
three-quarters of a mile off the main road it was 
a real necessity in order to get out in the winter. 
Another discovery was the fact that clay soll 
baked after a rain making it hard for seeds to 
penetrate; making it difficult indeed to grow a 
crop. After many years of grass rotation this 




















obstacle has been overcome. Many good times 
are remembered haying with the Wylies; and 
always being able to depend on Harvey and Bob 
for help. Cattle and pigs were a big source of in- 
come. Evald was active in the Farmers Union 
and many an interesting meeting was held at our 
house, 
Another quarter of land in the Diamond 
Valley district was purchased. Ken and Ron had 
ing in Benalto, Sylvan Lake, Red 
Deer College and Calgary and Edmonton uni- 
versities. Evald passed away November, 1976. 
Ken and Ron and myself are still on the farm. 








LONGAIR FAMILY — by Ernest Longai 

‘The Longair family moved to Benalto from 
Edmonton in 1933. Jobs were scarce in Edmon. 
ton so my father, James Longair, moved his 
family to Benalto to work in my uncle's, Herman 
Schmidek’s general store. Herman Schmidek 
operated a general store, the Benalto Store, and 
the Imperial Oil bulk plant. Having one good 
hand and a hook, he was abie to roll barrels of 
fuel around with'amazing dexterity, combining 
the two. Fuel was delivered to the surrounding 
district in his Chevrolet truck. Gasoline was 
avallable at the store from two pumps. If the 
customers arrived too early, it was appreciated 
it they pumped up their own gas for filling up 
their cars. Both were hand pumps with overflows 
at the top for zeroing the gallons. Customers 
received more for their money on cold days than 
during summer afternoons, after the gas has 
heated. Oil for the cars was poured into large 
metal pouring cans for transfer to the cars. 
While cars were fairly common, horses with 
wagons and sleighs were seen driving through 
town in at least equal numbers. Something that 
always fascinated me was the Finnish families 
from north of Benalto coming to town in winter 
using homemade sklis or pushing along, on one 
foot, a two runnered sleigh with a chair atranged 
for passengers. These too were handmade with 
typieal Finnish mastery. 

As I was six years old, I gathered my lunch, 
and enrolled in the Melita School, one mile from. 
Benalto on the Sylvan Lake highway. There were 
approximately 27 students in the one room school 
under the direction of Miss Myrtle McLean, The 
following year Miss Annie Anderson became the 
school teacher, much to the delight of most of the 
boys. This attractive lady walked to and from 
her home farm one-half mile west of the school, 
Water was carried in pails therefore proper 
respect was paid to this valuable commodity 
One pail usually lasted the school for the day. 
‘The furnace was in the back of the school, sur- 
rounded by a large metal guard so that people 
wouldn't accidently burn themselves, Coal was 
burned, usually handy in a coal scuttle, sitting 
beside the furnace. Pouring more coal into the 
fire was always a pleasant diversion when class 
got boring. As all grades were in the same room, 
one to eight, if your particular lesson wasn’t too 
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fascinating you could always listen in on what 
other classes were doing. At recess we quickly 
organized a softball game, playing scrub with 
one bat and one ball. No one owned a glove for 
several years until Arnold Anderson finally 
appeared with one. Needless to say, ownership of 
such a valuable plece of equipment carried con: 
siderable clout. Our school used to compete oc. 
casionally against Kuusamo School, about four 
miles east. After the softball season, anti-aye- 
over the school, provided entertainment during 
the recess period. Pum-pum-pull away from the 
east fence and the school also filled in time. After 
the afternoon recess, time dragged until school 
was out at 3:30. Occasional breaks would come 
when a black Plymouth from Sylvan Lake used 
to roar by with horn tooting and dust flying from 
the gravelled highway. Max Simpson was at the 
wheel, which explained Miss Anderson's blush 
and the students’ interest in watching her degree 
of redness. A few years later we lost her com: 
pletely to him as they were married and lived in 
Sylvan Lake. 

Millie Halstein, who played the piano, 
assisted Miss Anderson with the Christmas 
program. With this virtuoso came problems, at 
least for the boys, for the Christmas concert was 
to be in the form of an operetta. The whole 
School has to participate. Most boys would have 
sooner died than sing in public, Three of us boy's 
were to be the witch's helpers and were to take 
the princess, Mona Buchanan, by the hand and 
sing a little ditty as we led her to the witch, Well, 
there was competition to hold her hand, but 
silence when it came time for the ditty. However, 
Miss Halstein and Mildred Anderson decided on 
a psychological approach, and when one of us 
made a peep the praise received was too much 
for the rest of us to stand so we decided to outdo 
the other by singing even louder. From then on 
we had volume but I'm not sure about the notes, 
‘The pinnacle of courage was reached by one of 
‘the boys who had to sing solo to the tune of "My 
Grandfather's Clock”. Listening to Miss Hals- 
teln play the plano was a delight until shattered 
by your turn to sing. The play was presented at 
Christmas but my memories of Christmas con. 
certs were more than that, as we got a bag of 
candy and a present from the school boar, free. 
Presents were given from a list which each stu: 
dent submitted. I wanted a knife one year but 
was turned down as it was too war-like; I 
received a gun instead, 

With the bullding of the new two roomed 
school in Benalto, Melita was on borrowed time. 
Grades 1 to 6 were held in Melita while the senior 
grades were held in Benalto. When the Benalto 
School was completed all the students moved 
into it. Now Grade 9 was offered at Benalto, and 
my brother Arthur for one, was able to continue 
hhis schooling, going to Grade 9. Abandoning 
Melita also saw the end of wending your way to 
school through the snow in winter, with the low. 
est temperature I can remember being -60°F. 

















‘There were frozen noses that morning. Some 
could ride Johnson's sleigh for five cents. The 
rest of us walked. Gone too were the detours 
through Anderson's and Harry Hambly’s woods 
in search of magpie eggs. One cent was paid for 
eggs and two cents for crows’ eggs. Five 
cents were paid for feet. Needless to say, we 
waited for the young to hatch to collect the extra 
bounty. Yellow lady’s slippers and tiger lilies 
could be enjoyed along the railway right-of-way 

Our home in Benalto was the rented two room 
C.P.R. house. A wood heater, a few feet from the 
beds, provided warmth. The kitchen stove 
warmed the other room. The trees behind 
provided the fuel. Later, when Herman 
Schmidek sold his store to Swan Anderson, my 
father operated the store for Swan. My uncle left 
to run a service station in Vancouver about 1935, 
After working in the store for about a year, my 
Parents went to work for Frank Jenkins on his 
piggery. After about one year there, we shared a 
house with Harry Hambly. My brother and I 
were caretakers at the school, receiving a total 
of $12 per month for our services. July and 
August were no pay months. Harry's rent was 
very reasonable and he allowed us a garden, 
pasture for a cow, and a house for some 
chickens. With our annual $100 for essentials, we 
were able to get by with the meat, milk and 
vegetables we could provide. Hunting beer 
bottles at 10 cents per dozen, provided for any ex- 
tras such as 22 shells at 25¢ for 50. These 
provided the odd fool's hen or rabbit. Baths were 
rather scarce but Scturday night steam baths at 
‘Swan Anderson’s were a god-send. Besides, Mrs, 
‘Anderson always provided the best coffee and 
cake for lunch afterwards. 

About 1937 my best friend, Arnold Anderson, 
came down with diabetes. As we were in Grade 4 
or 5 at the time, the disease didn’t mean that 
much, except that Arnold had to take insulin, test 
his urine, and eat special candies. The candies 
may have been special but they still tasted good 
as he always shared a few with the rest of us. 

In 1939, as we left the Baptist Church one 
morning, someone said Canada was at war. All 
that meant to me was that my Dad, who had been 
in the first World War, might be sent away and 
be shot. It worried me but that was all the war 
meant, 

During the fall of 1939 my mother, Agnes 
Longair, received a letter informing her that she 
had been appointed matron of the Wood’s Chris 
tlan Home at Bowness, just west of Calgary. We 
were to receive $15 per month plus free room and 
board! This was nearly the same as we had been 
receiving per year. It seemed unbelievable. This 
Meant we would have to sell our belongings 
which we had moved from one place to another. 
What we lacked In quality, we made up for in 
quantity. We finally held'an auction sale at 
Harry Hambly’s and sold our possessions. ‘The 
next morning we caught the train and left for 
Calgary. Harry Hambly very kindly volunteered 
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to take our two dogs Buster and Trixie. Leaving 
them was the hardest part for me. The Baptist 
Church gave us as electric floor lamp and many 
friends gave us their best wishes. 

My father worked at the Wood's Home for 
three years, then to the airport at De Winton for 
the remainder of the war. We moved to Calgary 
where we attended high school. My brother 
Arthur enlisted in the Signal Corps and then 
transferred to the Air Force. I finished school 
and went to work for Calgary Power. 

Both my parents died in Calgary, my father in 
1962 and my mother in 1970. My brother is 
teaching high school in Calgary and I am 
teaching high school in Lethbridge 

Some events that might be of interest 
nowadays was Pastor Gibbon’s winter baptism 
service. Pastor Gibbon’s six foot frame carried 
on a variety of tasks from cutting (thinning — 
the clippers pulled every second hair out by the 
roots) hair, preaching and filling horse troughs 
with water for “saving” his congregation from 
the firey furnace. Anyway, I didn’t think I should 
chance the furnace so I decided to be baptized, 
just in case. Well, Pastor Gibbons borrowed the 
horse trough from Sterling's hardware and filled 
it with water pumped by hand and heated on his 
stove. By Sunday evening the trough was ready 
and his volunteers had showed up In a variety of 
wettable get-ups. As the pump organ wheezed 
out a tune, and the congregation sang, each one 
of us was dunked under, brought up again and 
hastily sent to the manse for dry clothes. He 
deserves honors for enthusiasm anyway. I 
noticed the next baptism was held in the 
Medicine River in June, 

One other highlight ‘was our trip with the 
school children from as far west as Rocky Moun: 
tain House to see the Queen in Edmonton. We 
were to see street cars for the first time and a 
real, live Queen. Well we found our seats along 
the parade route and soon the Queen came by. 
‘We were, disappointingly tired but we didn’t give 
up and rushed off to see her again at other points 
along the route. Altogether I saw her three times 
and to me she was as beautiful as queens should 
be. The train carried Its load of tired kids home, 
getting us home about 10 P.M. We weren't con- 
cerned about Canada’s political problems; we 
had just seen our Queen with our very own eyes. 








‘THE HISTORY OF LOUGHEED'S GENERAL 
STORE — by Ralph and Mae Lougheed 

On Lots one and two, on Main Street in 
Benalto, a small building’ was erected, which 
was the home of the Imperial Bank. The late 
Stan Hooker was the first and last manager to 
run the bank. (Stan always came back to the an- 
nual bonspiels held in Benalto, to renew acquain- 
tances whenever he could get away.) After the 
bank closed down Emil Brodersons started a 
grocery store, which he operated for about three 
Years, O. C. Hansen then had the store for the 




















next seven years. He enlarged the building and 
made the upstairs into living quarters. 

In 1934 Jack Simpson purchased the building 
and his two boys made some more additions tot. 
Gordon and Jim were the storekeepers until 1937, 
when Jack Robinson purchased the store and 
carried on the grocery business. He in turn sold 
out in 1939 to Alf Foster. Alf and Thelma Foster, 
their children, Joyce, Dorothy and Jim (now At: 
torney General of Alberta) continued in the 
grocery business. They renovated the living 
quarters and also added the Cockshut farm 
equipment agency to the business. Later Alf 
Foster was Cominco agent for fertilizer. 

In 1945 Howard and Helen Mullen purchased 
the store, but carried on for only a year before 
selling out to Ralph and Arnold Lougheed. The 
Lougheeds came from a little town of Sibbaid, 
eastern Alberta, having left with the family in 
“the dirty thirties” to settle in Caroline, and 
later in Condor. Arnold served overseas in the 
RCAF, and when he came back he joined 
Ralph for a short stint in the grocery business, 
which was now known as “Lougheed’s General 
Store.” 

Arnold still felt the call of a military life, and 
after a year or so he rejoined the air force. He 
spent the rest of his career in the R.C.A.F. and 
since his retirement he has been working for the 
Douglas Printing Company in Edmonton. 

Ralph and his wife Mae, the former Mae 
Larsen of Bentley, carried on the business for the 
next 30 years. The business prospered through 
the many years; several additions were made, 
and in 1958 a complete renovation took place, 
with a 14foot extension being added to the 
building. It now had a complete new concept, 
both in the store and upstairs. Modern new fix: 
tures were put in and self-serve was introduced 
in the grocery section. 

By this time the fertilizer business was ex- 
panding and Ralph introduced the custom. 








‘Their frst years in Benalto.May and Ralph Lougheed and Lilian 
Laren, 





spreading of fertilizer to his customers. ‘This 
practice proved beneficial for both farmers and 
the business. It wasn’t long before our business 
was among the top fertilizer sales outlets. One 

‘ar we won the sales contest sponsored by 
‘omineo Fertilizer. 

In 1967 the nitrogen fertilizer, anhydrous am- 
monia, was introduced to our Benaito farmers 
and those of the west country. Our sales required 
ive 45-foot applicators and two truck tankers to 
supply it to the farmers. 

In 1971 a new venture started when the Blind- 
man Valley Propane Association awarded us the 
contract to deliver propane to their customers. 
This gave us a great opportunity, as we already 
had the tankers to use. In the spring we hauled 
ammonia, and during the rest of the year we 
hauled propane. Our sales territory reached 
from Caroline in the southwest to Innisfail on the 
ast, and as far as Ponoka in the north. This took 
in about 750 customers. We consider this one of 
the largest ventures we ever took on, and we give 
special credit to the capable help that Ralph 
Dowler gave in managing the fleet of seven 
trucks. 

We were fortunate, as Cominco built us an 
elevator, complete with a blender, for our fer- 
tilizer. This made it possible for us to supply the 
proper blends of fertilizer which the farmers 
needed. 

In 1967 we acquired the post office. Elenor 
Windrum had joined the staff as full-time 
bookkeeper, and assistant post-master. Barbara 
Nielsen, who was on staff for 15 years, was a 
great credit to the store in her position as 
manager of the grocery department. At peak 
seasons there were as high as elght or nine peo- 
ple on staff. 

In January, 1974 the store and post office was 
sold to Jack and Pat Knowles, and in September, 
1976 Ralph Dowler bought 'the fertilizer and 
propane business, which he is presently con- 
tinuing to operate. 

Ralph and Mae built a new home in Benalto, 
where they are retired (or trying to be!). 














ISAAC AND ANNA LUOMA — by Ken Laitila 

Isaac and Anna Luoma came from Wyoming, 
U.S.A. around 1907 or 1908. They filed on a 
homestead on NE 12-39-3-W5. Later they sold this 
land and bought 40 acres on SE 14-39-3-W5, in 
1913. They began building the house that same 
year, but the completion of the house was 
delayed by Isaac's passing in November. They 
had no children, 

In 1915 thelr niece, Eva Sylvia Laiturl, came 
to live with Anna, Eva had been born to John and 
Tekla Laituri in Almy, Wyoming, U.S.A. on May 
13, 1907. She moved with her family to a 
homestead In the Oras area prior to moving to 
Eckville. She started her schooling at Melita 
school and finished in Eckville, 

‘Anna Luoma passed away in January, 1935, 
leaving the place to Eva Sylvia Laiturl. 














‘Anna and Isaac Luoma, 


McKANNA, CARY AND McKENZIE, JACK 
FAMILIES — by Mae (Bennett) McKenzie and 
Lucille (McKanna) Perry 

In the spring of 1922 Jack McKenzie and 
“Mac” McKanna of Vulean, Alberta, went to 
Benalto, Alberta as partners in the first 
hardware store there. Jack left a position with 
the Bank of Hamilton in Vulcan and Mac had 
been farming In the same area. They were great: 
ly assisted In their new venture by the Benalto 
Booster Club, of which Frank Jenkins was the 
President at that time. The store, plus living 
quarters at the rear, was soon erected by the two 
partners and many local volunteers. Even 
though it was not quite finished, they opened for 
business in about eight month's time. Thelr 
business was called the “McKenzie and McKan- 
na Hardware”. 

It so happened that at that time Jack and Mac 
were courting two sisters, Mae and Irene 
Bennett, also of Vulcan. I (Mae) was employed 
with the Canadian Bank of Commerce there, and 
Irene was teaching school in the same area, 
Naturally our interest in the boys’ success was 
keen, and, had it been necessary, we would have 
been’ with them, pounding nails. However, 
everything seemed to fall into place and as a 
result Jack and I were married on October 25, 










Benslto Hardware Store with adtions, 1924 


11922 and Irene and Mac were married one month 
later. 

We spent two very happy years in Benalto. 
Everyone was community-minded, and most 
anxious to see progress. The yearly mid-summer 
Stampede, the baseball games, dances and the 
weekly picture shows all helped to make life 
more enjoyable. 

In 1924 Jack’s mother, who owned and 
operated the Nanton Hotel in Nanton, needed 
help in managing the business, so we had to dis. 
solve the partnership in the hardware store. We 
were sorry to have to leave Benalto, but we 
return for visits in the years to follow. 

Mac and Irene continued in the hardware 
business for another two years, then the Atlas 
Lumber Company bought them out. Mac then 
took on the agency of grain buyer for the Alberta 
Pacific Grain Company and moved to Elspeth, in 
that capacity. He was transferred in 1926 to 
Spring Coulee, and then to Nobleford about 1938, 
where he continued to operate as a grain buyer 
until his retirement in 1954. They continued to 
live in Nobleford and Irene resumed her teach. 
Ing career at Noble Central School as a teacher 























of Grade I. After Mac’s death on September 23, 
1968 at the age of T7 years, Irene continued teach- 
ing there for another year before moving to 
Lethbridge. From Lethbridge she commuted to 
Sunnyside ‘School, about seven miles out of 
Lethbridge. She was ill for about three years 
before her passing on December 19, 1964, at the 
age of 67 years. She is buried beside her husband 
in Archmount Memorial Gardens in Lethbridge. 

The children of Mac and Irene were Lucille, 
Jean and Robert. Both Lucille and Jean were 
born in the family home in Benalto with Jean 
Barton in attendance as midwife. Robert was 
born in the Bassano Hospital while the fami 
lived at Countess. Lucille started school in 
Countess and Jean Barton was her first-grade 
teacher. Jean and Bob started school in Spring 
Coulee. Lucille (now Mrs, William Perry of Chin, 
Alberta) became a schooi teacher and taught for 
48 years. Her family consists of one daughter, 
Lynda, who lives in Whitehorse, Y.T., and three 
sons, Kent, Donald, and Cameron, ail living in 
the Coaldale area. Jean married Bob Welsh of 
Nobleford, who was a farmer. Prior to her 
marriage 'she had attended Garbutt Business 
School in Calgary and had worked in 
Washington, D.C. in the United States, for the 
British Government during the war. She had two 
children, Barbara and Barry. She now lives in 
Calgary. Robert married Millicent Speaker of 
Lethbridge, where they still reside. Bob was a 
member of the Lethbridge City Police Force for 
a number of years, then was deputy warden at 
the Lethbridge Provincial Gaol. After a time he 
left this position to become assistant manager of 
Capital Furniture in Lethbridge. They had four 
children: Sandra, living in Calgary; (one girl 
who died in infancy); Kevin, a radio announcer 
in Winnipeg; and Cary, living at home. 

To Jack and Mae McKenzie, only one child 
was born, a son, Gordon. He enlisted and served 
time in the Navy during the last war. He was 
married to Joyce Noble of Calgary in 1945, and 
they have three fine sons. Jack passed away in 
1953. T have continued to live in Calgary since 
that time. 

















MELITA SCHOOL — by Annie M. Simpson 

‘The North-West Territories Gazette Vol. 2-3, 
records the date of the establishment of the 
Melita School District, No. 1458, of the North- 
West Territories, as February 10, 1906, In the 
Alberta Gazette, Vol. 2 — 15, it is recorded that 
permission to borrow $1000 for the purpose of 
‘fencing the site, building a school house, erecting 
a woodhouse and other outbuildings was given on 
uly 26, 1906. 

The school was located on one acre of land of 
the SW 6-39-2-W5, which had been donated for the 
purpose by the late Isaac Johnson, then living 
less than half of a mile north of the school site. 
‘This was a central location for the several 
families who had children of school age. In the 
records of the Department of Edcuation, the dis- 

















trict was named Melita, after a girl named 
Melita, who bacame the first secretary- 
treasurer of the district. However, according to 
information received from the late Isaac John 
son’s son, Lester Johnson, the name Melita was 
chosen from a list of names sent out by the 
government. This would seem more probable, as 
not one of the early settlers interviewed has 
heard of anyone in the surrounding area named 
Melita. 

‘The Matchetts, who lived on the south side of 
Eckville, built the school. John Warwick hauled 
building material by team from Red Deer, and 
perhaps some of the lumber was also purchased 
from a sawmill which was in operation west of 
Evarts. 

‘The first school board consisted of Messrs. 
William Wylie, Frederick Woodmancy and Isaac 
Johnson, with Mr. R. L. Abel as the secretary: 
treasurer, 

There are no written records of any kind 
available, but according to information gained 
from the early residents, the first pupils were: 
Onni and Mary Koskinen, Robert Wylie (now in 
the U.S.), Orrin Wylie (now a farmer in the 
Benalto district), Viola Wylle (Mrs. Max Light- 
bown now of Sylvan Lake), Ella Wylle (Mrs. 
Peter Carlyle of Happy Hill), Emma Wuobio 
(the late Mrs. E. Niemela, Benalto), Euphemia 
Hietala (the late Mrs, L. Kingsep, of 

jummerland, B.C.), Henry Hietala (a farmer in 
the Eckville district), David Falconer, Kate 
Abel, David, Philmore and Lester Johnson, 
Harry, Gordon and Earl Trimmer (who resided 
with their grandparents, the Isaac Johnsons), 
Ida Aho (taught school in Finland afterwards), 
Lizzie Koski (the late Mrs. Kemila, of Eckville), 
Elmer, Mamie, Charlie, Matt, Ada Kalaputas 
(Matt ‘of Sylvan Lake, Elmer and Charlie 
deceased, Mamie now Mrs. Charles Holcka of 
Vancouver and Ada Proudler of Victoria, B.C.), 
Walfred Kujala (a farmer in the Kuusamo dis 
trict until his death), Lillian and Mary Kujala 
(deceased), Emil Mattson (farmer in the 
Kuusamo district), George Mattson (deceased), 
Saima Ropsfelt (the late Mrs. R. Kangas of 
Hespero), Selma Pitkanen, Luella, John and 
Kasper McCardle. 

Some of these pupils were from the Kuusamo 
district and attended Melita School for only a 
short period of time. When the new Kuusamo 
School was bullt at a more central location they 
began attending school there instead of at 
Melita. 

‘The first teacher at Melita School was Miss 
Annie MeGregor (the late Mrs. Oswald Forhan, 
of Eckville) who taught there for two years. She 
received her teacher training at the Provincial 
Normal School at Turo, Nova Scotia in 1901 and 
1902, and came to the West, to join her friend, the 
late'Mrs. J, Killick, who was then teaching at 
Evarts. 

An amusing ineldent occurred when Miss 
‘McGregor was teaching at Melita School. Mr. 




















Wylle, a trustee, had the occasion to write Miss 
‘MeGregor a letter, inviting her to accompany the 
family on a picnic to Sylvan Lake. She answered 
the letter promptly, but, by mistake, sent him 
the wrong letter — a love letter written to her by 
her fiance, Mr. Forhan, regarding their 
forthcoming marriage. Great was her em- 
barrassment when Mr. Wylie returned the letter 
to her, in person. 

Following Miss McGregor many teachers 
served the Melita school, but one especially, Mr. 
J. M. McDonald (later of Eckville) left a lasting 
imprint on the memories of his pupils. He taught 
at Melita first in the summer months of 1912. In 
January of 1914 he enrolled in the Calgary Nor- 
mal School but returned to Melita in June, and 
continued teaching there until 1918. He initiated 
exchange softball games with Bluebell and 
Kuusamo Schools. The boys were taught how to 
make excellent bows and arrows from near-by 
birch trees. These would shoot true for 100 feet, 
but their use on the school premises was not con: 
doned, To augment his salary as a teacher, Mr. 
MeDonald engaged in several sideline oc- 
cupations, along with his teaching. He sold in- 
surance and also did considerable “butchering”. 
To the delight of his pupils, he would often dis- 
miss school at 2:00 p.m., or, on occasion, even at 
11:00 a.m., to attend to these other duties. On one 
oceasion he dismissed school early because of a 
threatening storm, and sent the children home. 
It was well he did, for the children, while still 
within sight of the school, saw the lightning strike 
the brick chimney, shatter {t, and strew bricks 
all over the ground. The stove inside the school 
was also badly damaged. 





Melita School, 1915. First row: J.M. McDonald, teacher. Second 
row: Emma Hictala, Lydia Johnson, John Wyle, Ivy Koskinen, 
‘Mary Koskinen, Dave Histala and Eima Niskanen. Third row Ellen 
Koski, Vienna Hietaa, Annie Johoon, Evie Koskinen and Ida 
Woile| Fourth row: Uno Koskinen, Alet Hletala, Olva Hyvonen, 
Hilda Wslie, and iene Wate 


With none of the old registers or secretary’s 
minutes avaliable, it is impossible to accurately 
list the teachers who have taught at the Melita 
School throughtout the years. So often the 
schools were closed for the winter months, with 








classes held only in the summer, and sometimes 
several teachers would be hired to teach during 
one school term. Among those whom Ihave been 
able to determine taught at the Melita School for 
three or more years were: Mr. J. McDonald, 
Mr. William Code, Mr. William ‘C. Davidson, 
Mrs. Alma Sterling, Mr. Earle Farris, Mrs. Bar- 
bara Goedicke, Mrs. Laura Holsworth, Mrs. A\ 
nie Simpson, Mrs. Dorothy Periche and Mrs, At 
dis Bramall. The Melita School District, as such, 
was terminated and the Alberta Gazette, Vol. 
Ul, records the change of name to the Benalto 
School District, No. 1438, as of June 7, 1941. Many 
of these teachers, of course, served after this 
change was made. 

The school building itself was not completed 
‘when school began in the fall of 1906. The pupils 
sat on planks placed on top of empty nail kegs, 
and their slates were used on planks serving as 
desks. Texts were few and included those in 
arithmetic, grammar, geography and the 
readers. The school was heated by a Square box: 
stove, which often proved to be Inadequate in the 
wintertime. The janitorial work was done by the 
teacher or pupils 

The students were of various grades and 
abilities. Some had attended school previously, 
either at Kuusamo or in the United States, but 
most of them began in Grade 1. The school ferm 
was not the regular 10-month one as we have 
now, but depended on the weather and the 
available teacher supply. Pupils often attended 
school in July and August. The attendance itself 
was sporadic, as the need for an education was, 
by many, not considered of prime importance, 
and the transportation of children to the school 
Was often a problem, too. Walter Johnson stated 
that he had attended school for 220 days in five 
years — only 22 days in one of those years! The 

lies came across country two miles by horse 
“stone-boat”. Walfred Kujala related how 
they drove a mule and a home-made cutter to 
school and lodged the mule in the wood-shed dur- 
ing school hours. The mule often chewed through 
the tle-rope, then wandered home by himself, 
leaving the’ children stranded, so they would 
have to walk the five miles home. Jennie Wood 
mancy had a novel method of getting to school — 
she rode in a sleigh pulled by a big black and 
white dog for her two and one half mile trip. Mr. 
Hyvonen related how he, too, used a sled to 
transport his son, Oiva, to school. Tt was at 
tached by a lariat to the saddle of the horse 
which he himself rode to the school. 

Discipline in those early days was more 
rigorous than it is now. Some of the pupils were 
bent on mischief and would “get the strap” 
almost every day. However, some of the 
teachers used slightly different methods of cor- 
poral punishment. Miss Coughlin taught several 
“lively” boys, among them Fred and Ted 
Heikkinen, Ted Johnson, and Olva Hyvonen. 
‘These boys she would send as a body, across the 
fence to the willow patches with the command, 
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“Cut yourself a gad.” ‘They did, and on their 
return, she would forthwith administer the 
punishment. 

Fighting among the boys was common. One 
loyal lad saved his brother from a forthcoming 
pen-knife wound by hurling a brick at the offend- 
ing party, thereby rendering him unconscious. 
Live gophers and dead mice placed in the desk 
drawers of teachers, especially the female ones, 
added excitement to the day. On one occasion the 
two Timmer boys, aged 10 and 12 years, brought 
to school two real six-shooters, which they had 
brought with them from the United States. The 
firing pins often Jammed as they would shoot live 
bullets at targets as well as at each other — a 
type of Russian roulette, which, miraculously 
had no tragic results! 

Recreation was not forgotten. During the 
winters skating was enjoyed on a nearby pond. 
Ball games were common during the warm 
‘weather, as well as various other outdoor games. 
Sometimes the ball teams of one school would 
‘compete with those of another school. After a few 
years the well at the Melita school became in- 
ested with gophers, and the pupils eagerly vied 
{for turns to make the noon-hour trip to the near. 
by farm of the late Swan Anderson for thelr daily 
pall of water, Dances in the early years were 
eld at the school, not to mention the traditional 
hhristmas concerts, a highlight of the year. 

‘The Melita School District had several men 
and women who devoted many years of their 
time to being secretaries or trustees of the 
school. Among the secretaries were Messrs. R. 
Abel, Mr. J. W. Slack (who for many years 
served simultaneously as secretary-treasurer of 
the Melita, Kuusamo, and Evarts schools. He 
collected the school taxes, which were about $10 
to $20 a year per quarter section of land.), V. 
Buchanan, J. Simpson and Mrs. F. Barhan. 
‘Among the trustees were: I. Johnson, W. Wylie, 
F, Woodmancy, A. Huhtala, I. Hyvonen, J. 
Warwick, P. Niskanen, J. Helkkinen and S. 
Anderson. At the time the Melita School District 
‘was transferred into the Rocky Mountain School 
Division, No. 15, on October 16, 1937, the school 
board consisted of Mrs. Emma Kinna, Everett 
Nielsen, and Guy Barhan, with A. Norton as 
secretary. Subsequently, with its transfer to the 
Red Deer School Division, No. 35, on December 
30, 1954, and to the Red Deer County No. 23, on 
‘January 1, 1963, Mr. George Sterling has served 
's official trustee. 

‘The district of Benalto, whose name the 
school later acquired, was named, about 1911, by 
a CPR surveyor during the time the rail line was 
built through to Rocky Mountain House. “Ben 
Nevis” is Scotch for ‘“hill”, and “Alto” is Latin 
for “high"; hence the name, as Benalto is 
situated on @ hill overlooking the CPR tracks. 

‘The new Benalto school, itself, was built by 
Waterman and Waterbury, contractors from 
Regina. The school was 'a frame building 
covered with insul-brick siding, with the 


























materials supplied mostly by the Atlas Lumber 
Company, of Benalto. The first teachers to serve 
in the new school were Laimie Maki and A. 
Franklin Van Horne. It was during that year, 
1938-1939, that the teachers and their classes 
planted the Russian poplars, which are now such 
effective shade trees, on the east side of the 
school. 

In 1952 the Kuusamo School was centralized 
at Benalto, which required the building of two 
more rooms. Mrs. Laura Holsworth and Mrs. 
Barbara Goedicke were added to the teaching 
staff, In 1954, with the additional centralization 
‘of Diamond Valley school, a room in the base- 
ment was converted to a classroom and Mrs. An- 
nie Simpson joined the staff. Old Hola, New Cen- 
treville, New Hill, and Happy Hill were cen- 
tralized in 1957 and Evarts School in 1959, and 
Mrs, Dorothy Periche was added to the staff 
then 

Tn 1961, with the addition of Mr. Ivan Jenkins 
plus Mrs.’ Alma Sterling, who had commenced 
teaching in Benalto in’ 1940, and Mr. Earle 
Farris, who had begun in 1944, the staff was 
enlarged to six members with instruction in 
Grades 1 to 10. In the intervening years between 
1938-1961, Grades 1 to 10 or 11 had been taught. 
During this time the students in Grades 11 or 12 
had completed their education, for the most part, 
at the Lindsay Thurber Composite High School in 
Red Deer, and in the period 1958 to 1963 had been 
supplied transportation there by a county bus. In 
1962 the Grade 9 and the high school students 
began attending Sylvan Lake School and were 
provided with a bus for this purpose. At this time 
the Benalto School reverted again to teaching 
only Grades 1 to 8 and to four classrooms. By 
1969, with decreasing enrollments, only three 
room were in operation With the retirement of 
Mrs, Alma Sterling in 1971 the school reverted to 
two rooms, in which Grades 1 to 6 are now being 
‘The present staff consists of Mrs. Annie 
Simpson and Mrs. Ardis Bramall. 

‘The Superintendents who have served the dis- 
trict are: Mr. Boyce, Mr. Dwyer, Mr. Gibson, 
‘Mr. McLean, Mr. L. ‘Thurber, Mr. H. R. Ross, 
‘Mr. F. Barnes, Mr. A. F. Deverall, Mr. E. Read, 
Mr. S, A, Lindstedt, Mr. R. V. McCullough, and 
‘Mr. Hi. Hall, 
lany former students of the school have 
achieved recognition in their various walks of 
life, The “little red school-house’” has done its 
work well, 


THE EVERETT NIELSEN FAMILY OF 
BENALTO 

Everett Theodore Nielsen, son of Ole and 
Elizabeth Nielsen, was born in Wall City, Iowa, 
U.S.A. in 1899. He came with his family to 
‘Saskatchewan in 1901. In 1919, the family moved 
to the Evarts district and farmed where Elmer 
Loyeks now farms. 

In 1926, he married the former Lillian 
Nielsen, daughter of John and Anne Marie 























Nielsen. She was born in Nebraska, U.S.A. in 
1900, Her family moved to the Olds district in 
1902. They moved to the Milner district in 1904, 
then moved to Bellingham, Washington, U.S.A. 
{in 1912. Tn 1914, they moved back to Alberta and 
made thelr home in the Benalto district, The 
lumber for their home in this district came from 
the old Evarts Hotel. 

After their marriage Everett and Lillian 
moved to New Westminster, B.C, where their 
son, Lorne Melville, was born. They came back 
to the Benalto district the’ following year, 
residing on the Frank Jenkins place, now owned 
by Will Richmond. Later they lived on the 
Charlie Jenkins place, now owned by J 
McBride, where Everett rented the land. 








The Nielsen Boys and sister Mac, 1928.1. to R.: Tunnie, Roy, 
Laurel, Myron, Mere, Ole, Everett and Mac. 


In 1932, they moved to the town of Benalto, 
purchasing the property of Mr. McKanna. Here 
Everett went into the general trucking business 
and had the bulk service for British American 
Oll, later Gulf of Canada, 

Everett liked playing ball and was the 
catcher for the Benalto team, He enjoyed curl 
ing, being one of the first curlers in Benalto, For 
several years he owned a threshing machine and 
with his crew threshed for farmers in the dis: 
trict. He played in the Markerville Band, 

Everett's son Lorne is better known as “Tun- 
nie", getting this nickname from the former 
Frank Jenkins, after Gene Tunney, the boxer. 
Lorne attended school at Melita until the Benalto 
School was bullt. He went to High school in 
Dickson and Red Deer. He worked with his 
father in the trucking and gas business until his 
father retired in 1971. In 1947 they built a garage 
and for some years had a general garage ser- 
vice. From 1957 the late Arthur Bowman was 
mechanic until his passing in 1965, In 1961 they 
purchased the farm from Carrie Nielsen, wife of 
Dewey Nielsen, this being the farm of John 


Nielsen. From’ 1947 to 1949 Everett, Lorne, 
Laurel Nielsen and Earl Farris had an orchestra 
and played for dances in the district, 

In 1950 Lorne married the former Lucy Vick, 
daughter of Edgar and Marie Vick of the New 











Ralph Hambly, Everett and Lilian Nissen. 1946, 


Hill district. Lucy attended school at Hazel Dell 
and New Hill No, 2 schools, and high school at St. 
Joseph's Convent in Red Deer, Prior to her 
marriage she worked at the Imperial Bank of 
Canada in Eckville. They built their home on the 
property of the late Mr. Buchanan, They have 10 
children, six sons, Larry, Terry, Leslie, Ralph, 
Glen and Jeff and four daughters, Wendy, Bren. 
da, Lorna and Dianne. Brenda was married to 
Peter Dawley in 1975 and is living in Prince 
George, B.C. 

In 1938, a daughter, Lorraine, came to live 
with Everett and Lillian. Lorraine took all her 
schooling in Benalto, then went to work in the 
Imperial Bank of Canada in Red Deer. In 1955, 
she married Norman McKenzie of Red Deer. 
Norm is a chartered accountant and has his own 
business in Red Deer, In 1973, Norm was presi- 
dent of the Red Deer Chamber of Commerce and 
is now a Red Deer Alderman. They have two 
daughters, Debra and Sandra. Debbie was 
married in October, 1977 to Jim MeCutcheon, son 
of Doug McCutcheon of Sylvan Lake. 





NIELSEN, THE HAP FAMILY—by Betty 
Nielsen 

1, Betty Nielsen, have lived in Benalto most of 
my life. Twas born in Red Deer on February 12, 
1934. (See W. A. Holsworth history). I lived on a 





































farm three miles from Benalto for the first two 
years of my life. After a three-year stay at Tees, 
(my parents operated a store there), we moved 
back to Benalto to a farm on the east edge of 
town when I was five years old, 

My earliest memories of Benalto are the sta. 
tion, where my grandparents (Nortons) lived, 
and’a wonderful hand pump on the kitchen cup: 
board; the train with all its steam, noise and bus- 
tle; and the horses at the station hauling the 
freight. I also remember the board sidewalks 
and losing pennies and once a quarter, down the 
cracks. 

At school, we felt very smug, as our school 
was the only one for miles around with indoor 
plumbing. I went to the Benalto School from 
Grade 1 to 11, and then to the Red Deer Com- 
posite High School for Grade 12. My teachers 
were Mrs. Sterling, from Grades 1 to 6 and Mr. 
Farris for Grades 7 to Il. T spent many happy 
hours playing ball and rehearsing plays. 

After completing Grade 12 I took nurses’ 
training for three years at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital in Edmonton. I then nursed for two 
years a the Blood Indian Hospital at Cardston, 
Alberta, 

‘On December 27, 1957 I married Hap Nielsen 
from Glenwood. After living in Calgary for a 
short time then in Three Hills for several years, 
we returned to Benalto. I nursed at the Eekville 
Hospital for one year. We then built a house on a 
wooded acreage on my parents’ quarter and 
near their home. Hap did oil construction work 
for about six years and then he went into 
business for himself—"Hap's Construction”, 

We have five children: Arthur 19, Ann’ 15, 
Elizabeth 13, Mary 11, and Christine 10 years old. 
Quite often the younger ones ask where they will 
live when they are grown up. For them it is hard 
to imagine any place better than Benalto, To be 
honest, I can’t imagine any place better, either! 


NIELSEN, LAUREL AND MARY 

In 1919 the Nielsen family moved from Dun- 
durn, Saskatchewan to the family ranch south of 
Evarts, Alberta. The family was made up of Mr. 
and Mrs. Nielsen, May, Everett, Orlle, twin 
brothers, Murle and Myron, Laurel and Roy. 
Later, the family moved to Benalto where they 
have resided ever since. Laurel and Roy were 
engaged in a farming partnership for some 
years, 

On July 24, 1948 Laurel and Mary Palm were 
married in Red Deer. Mary was ihe youngest 
daughter of John and Eva Palm of Sylvan Lake. 
Laural became involved in construction work. 

One son, Gary, was born in 1949. He took his 
education in Benalto and Sylvan Lake. Gary 
works in the sheet metal trade and is employed 
at Pincher Creek. Gary and his wife, Karen, 
have two children, Lori Ann and Darren James, 

Laurel has been active in all sports including 
hockey, baseball and curling. He is a member of 
the Elks Lodge No. 404, a member of the Benalto 











Agriculture Society and a member of the Benalto 
Curling Club. For several years, Laurel has been 
the caretaker of the local curling rink. 

‘Mary is a member of the Royal Purple and 
the Benalto Ladies Aid. Her interests centre 
around her home and family, plants, her yard, 
and craftwork. For two years, Mary worked In 
the Eckville Post Office. Next, she was employed 
for one year by Don Wilkes in his general store in 
Benalto, Mary worked for seven years for G. R. 
Lougheed in his Benalto store. 

Laurel and Mary celebrated their 25th wed- 
ding anniversary on July 24, 1973. Their family 
and friends put on a program and dance in the 
Benalto Community Hall. Laurel and Mary are 
looking forward to enjoying their retirement 
years in Benalto. 





Mary and Laucel Nielsen's Silver Anniversay at Benlto Hall, July 
24,1973, 





NIELSEN, MYRON — by Barbara Nielsen 

Myron’ Nielsen was born in Dundurn, 
Saskatchewan. In 1919 he moved to the Evarts 
district with his folks, They bought the SE 4.38.2. 
WS, called the Island Ranch. This farm consisted 
of nine quarters of grain and hay land. They 
brought a large herd of good quality Hereford 
cattle, horses, machinery, a model T Ford and a 
Maxwell car, 

Myron finished his schooling at Evarts. In the 
spring of 1933 he bought and moved to the John 
Woods place, SE 20-88-2-W5. He worked on the 
railroad at Benalto for a few years, also on road 
work and bridge work. In 1937, Myron married 
Barbara Murphy of the Diamond Valley district. 
We have four children; Virginia, a registered 
nurse, trained at the Royal Alexandra Hospital 
in Edmonton. She nursed at the Edmonton and 
Red Deer hospitals. She married Marvin Prier, 
of New Sarepta, and they have two children, Gall 
and Ross. They farm ai New Sarepta, 

Wayne was a cowboy and followed the rodeos 
for a few years. He then managed a garage in 
Ontario, then took to trucking, going through the 
States. Wayne is married and has one daughter, 

‘indy 

















‘The Myron Nien Family. Back: Virginia, Mereyn and Wayne 
Front: Myron, Barbara and Raymond, Taken in 1973, 


Mervyn worked in a garage at Sylvan Lake 
for a few years. He is now a field supervisor for 
an oll company. In 1968, he married Penny Gar- 
ton, and they have a son, Randy. They live on an 
acreage east of Red Deer. 

Raymond lives at home and attends school at 
Sylvan Lake. In 1962, we sold the farm and 
bought a house in Benalto. Myron worked out on 
construction jobs at Red Deer and out west. I 
worked for Mr. Ralph Lougheed, at the Benalto 
store for 15 years and later for Mr. and Mrs, Jack 
Knowles. Our children took ali their earlier 
schooling at Benalto, 


AARNE RAYMOND NIEMELA 

Ray Niemela was born in Red Deer on July 
19, 1919, the son Eino and Emma (Wuobio) 
Niemela. He took his elementary education at 
the Melita School, near Benalto, and Grades 9 
and 10 at Kuusamo, For one year he studied 
motor mechanics at the Southern Alberta 
Institute of Technology and Art in Calgary in 
1935-1936. 

From a very early age he was interested in 
scientific agriculture, which proved very for- 
tunate, as he lost his father when only 12 years 
old, and became the man of the farm from then 
on. But, his interests expanded to embrace com- 
munity welfare as well as the business of making 
a living. 

The depression years were happy times as he, 
along with Howard and Ted Johnson, took an in: 
terest in and managed the Young People’s Hall 
group, under the sponsorship of the Loyal Finns 
of Canada. They raised enough money to installa 
maple hardwood dance floor, even with their 35 
cent admission charges. There was fun galore, 
everyone was welcome, and attendance was 














good. Very often the Roth family orchestra of 
Red Deer provided the music. 

A highlight of the Young People’s group was 
the operation of the STAR ball club, with Ray ac- 
ting as manager. There was never a shortage of 
players, rules were strict, and closely adhered 
to. One season, 33 games were played, and only 
one was lost. But, in 1939 war broke out, men 
were called up, and a happy strong relationship 
came to an end. 

in the winter Ray played hockey with the 
Palm Bay Hockey Club, on the ice of the Sylvan 
Lake North shore. He also played with the 
Benalto Hockey Club. These were the days when 
young fellows had to depend on their own 
Tesources and ingenuity to indulge in such 
sports. Government handouts were, as yet, un 
known and the boys, with their own hands, 
created the facilities’ which made their play 
Possible. 

But, after all, work is the essence of a 
farmer's life. Ever at the forefront in adopting 
progressive methods. Ray, very early, decided 
that the day of the horse was nearly gone; he 
bought his first tractor, a Twin City, 3-plow 
machine, in 1936, costing $850 new. It burned the 
old ‘Turner Valley naptha, or “‘skunk gas”, as 
people called it then. About the same time he 
Purchased a new Chevrolet half-ton truck for 
3802. Obviously, that was when a dollar was still 
a dollar, 

For a time, Ray raised registered Tamworth 
hogs, an operation he began in 1944. In 1943, he 
also began raising registered seed barley, an 
enterprise which became his prime interest, and 
he finally abandoned the hog project. His first 
seed project was with Olli barley, and he 
produced select and foundation seed of this 
variety for 30 years. For many years he has 
grown registered seed of other varieties, as they 
Were presented the Robertson Associate Award, 
the highest distinction available to members of 
the Canadian Seed Growers’ Association. The 
award is presented to members who have 
fulfilled with conspicuous fidelity and success 
their obligations as members of the Association. 

Ray began with the three-quarter sections of 
land that had been his parents, SE 12-39-3-W5, 
SW 7-39-2.W5 and NE 1.39-3-W5. Over the years, 
he enlarged his holding with the purchase of the 
following properties: in 1961 from Mrs, George 
Gilparick the SE 1-39-3-W5, in 1964 from Tlmar 
Hyvonen the SW 12-39-3.W5, in 1946 from Frank 
Jenkins the SW 8.39-2-W5 which is now farmed by 
his son Terry, in 1946 from Matt Talson estate, a 
92 acre portion of SE 7-39-2-W5, now owned by 
Ray's sister, Helen Johnson, 

In addition, he has leased the following 
parcels: from the Armstrong Bros. NW 1.39-3.W5 
in 1941 now owned by Harley Stamm; in 1942 the 
SE 7.39-2-W5 from the Matt Talson estate; in 1944 
the SW 6-39-1-W5 from Anna Huerliman, present- 
ly owned by her nieces Marie Pijeau and Josie 
McGrandle; in 1944 the SW 1-39-2-W5 from James 





















































Millar; in 1944 the N% 5-39-2-W5 from Eli 
Nikola; in 1971 the SE 31-38.2-W5 from Wm, 
Holsworth. 

From the time when he began to take an ac- 
tive part in farm work until his marriage, he 
worked together with his mother and sister. In 
1§6 he was married to Edith Helen Ignatius, 
eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Ignatius. 
From this time on, he took over as sole operator 
of the farm. 

Edith was born on her father’s farm home on 
July 29, 1926, She took her public school at 
Salma, and went to Red Deer for her high school 
graduating in 1945. Prior to her marriage, she 
‘was employed in the office of the Central Alberta 
Dairy Pool in Red Deer. To them were born two 
children, Dorinda Marlene, born March 24, 1947, 
and Terrance Raymond born July 12, 1949, Their 
daughter married Albert Hietala in 1968 and they 
have two children, Bonnle Marie and 'Tevor Lee. 
Thelr son Terry married Marilyn Kubik in 1973, 
and they have one daughter, Karri-Lynn Alane, 








Edith and Ray Niemla with Dorinda and Terry 


Since 1970, Terry has been an active partner 
with his father. 

Over the years, the Niemela’s have benefitted 
from the work of many capable hired men and 
women, some of whom have become lifelong 
friends. 

‘Modern facllities have gradually changed the 
nature of farm life and work since the early 
years, The first telephones came the year of 
Ray's birth, 1919. Service was improved slowly 
and in March 1967 the present day underground 
cable system was completed, eliminating the old 
party lines. Electricity was brought in by 
Calgary Power Ltd. in 1949, Natural gas service 
came to the farm in 1972. Now, the modern farm 
homes of the district enjoy all the amenities peo- 
ple used to associate only with city homes. 

‘The farm dwelling, itself, has undergone a 
veritable transformation. Ray and Edith started 
thelr married life in the house which included the 





old Wuobio homestead, later enlarged and 
remodeled, and finally in 1969, they moved into 
thelr present fully-modern house, designed by 
themselves, and built by Four Star Construction 
of Red Deer. 

‘The actual work also has been transformed, 
thanks, in part to modern labor-saving im. 
provements, When Ray began selling registered 
seed, for example, he had to bag by hand as 
much as 20,000 bushels in a season and sew the 
sacks the old, slow way. Now their chore is 
quickly done by means of an electric hand sew- 
Ing machine. 

Formerly, seed-cleaning was done on a 
custom basis by Mr. Carl Selstrom; now, it is 
done by thelr son’s own modern mobile unit. Bin- 
ning and weighing is now done In their own 
building with their own scales, capable of han- 
dling truckloads up to 40 tonnes. 

Community affairs have always been of great 
interest to Ray and Edith and their family. Edith 
was Benalto 4-H Clothing and Garden Club's 
leader for several years, and has given 10 years 
service to the Girl Guides of Canada. Ray was 
chairman of the Building committee at the time 
of the erection of the Benalto Community Hall in 
1962, and the curling rink in 1953. He has served 
as leader of the Benalto 4-H Grain Club for a 
number of years. He was also chairman of the 
finance conimittee for the building of the Sylvan 
Lake Memorial Presbyterian Church in 1976. 
From 1971-1977 he served as an advisory 
member on the Agricultural Service Board for 
the County of Lacombe. Thirty years he has been 
a director of the Benalto Agricultural Society, 
several of these as president. At present, he is 
chairman of the local board of the Provincial 
Agricultural Development Committee, for the 
County of Lacombe. Since 1949 he has been a 
director of the Eckville Rural Electrification 
Association. 

With all the busy activities of farm and com- 
munity come many satisfactions and pleasures, 
as weil as aching backs and tired muscles. They 
always look upon seeding time and harvest as 
times of special contentment and reward. Lunch 
In the midst of the bounty of harvest satisfies the 
yearnings of the soul as well as the hunger of the 
body. So it is with all the many busy demands of 
life, ‘Serving as Elder for the Church also 
satisfies the human desire to to something for 
one's fellow man. So does their continuing in- 
volvement in such organizations as Club Finlan- 
dia, which they like to keep up to maintain the 
connection with their ancestral roots, however 
much they love to think of themselves as 
Canadians. Life demands service and commit: 
ment, but It bestows satisfaction and content: 
ment! 








A FARMER'S FAITH — Author Unknown 
Thelleve in farming as a way to live and make a 
living 








I believe in the dignity of my work. I want no 
man’s patronage, 

Preaching or pity. 
believe in my soil. It will reward me in propor- 
tion to the thought, 

labour and love I give it. 
I believe in myself. My success depends on me 
more than weather, 

luck or laws. 
I believe in my neighbors. My community, like 
my soil, returns to me 

as I give to it. 
I believe in co-operation, in thinking for myself 
and acting with my 

fellows. 
I believe that only a united agriculture can in. 
sure justice and prevent 

Inequality. 
I believe in education. The more I know the 
greater my ability to 

seize opportunities to be happy. 
insist that my children be enabled to learn to be 
useful, intelligent 

‘men and women. 
L believe in conservation. I will leave a better 
farm than I took, 
Tbelieve that living Is the most important job in 
the world and I mean 

to plan my work so that my family and myselt 
will have the time 

and means to enjoy life. 
I face the years ahead with confidence hope and 
cheer. 
I believe in myself, my fellow men and a 
Supreme Being, 
I believe in farming. 








NIEMELA, EINO 

Elno Severi Niemela was born in Wesilahti, 
Onkemaid, Finland, on October 21, 1891. He im: 
migrated to Canada in 1912, making his home 
first in the Rocky Mountain House area, finding 
whatever work was available for willing hands 
and a clever mind. In 1914, he worked for a time 
at the coal mines in Nordegg. 

He later worked in the United States for a 
short while, finding employment in the mines at 
Anaconda, ‘Montana. But, Canada lured him 
back, and’ he took up land in the Oras district, 
settling on SW14-34-39-6-W5. Eino possessed an 
extraordinary skill with axe and broadaxe. On 
his homestead he built two finely crafted, sub. 
stantial log bulldings with wooden dowels, using 
no nails whatever. These buildings were made to 
last; both were later moved to his farm at 
Benalto, where one Is still in regular use as a 
granary, and is solid as ever. In it one can see the 
skillful fitting of the logs, an art which is prac- 
tically unknown today. 

By 1916, he had made the acquaintance of the 
Wuobio family, north of Benalto. He worked for 
the Wuobios on the farm, and that year married 
thelr daughter Emma. She did not wish to move 
tohis place at Oras, as she was the only child and 





Seated: Eino and Emma Niemela. Hower gl: left is Viena 
Hictala, and vght Is Ann Johnson. Back: Lenny Kingsep, Oswald 
‘Umar, Euphemia Hictala and Mary Johnson, 





did not wish to leave her parents. Since she had 
come with her parents to settle on this place, and 
had been part of the local community, she was 
reluctant to leave. Fino sold his farm at Oras, 
and purchased from Mr. W. E. Payne, the 
quarter south of his fatherin-law’s place, NE-1- 
39-3-W! 

In 1919, together with Mr. Wuoblo, he 
purchased SW7-39-2-W5 from Mr. Max Bittner. 
‘The farming operation was beginning to expand 
and prosper. Meanwhile, he had been busy with 
his trusty axe, grub-hoe, and four-horse team, 
soon had his own quarter entirely cleared, and 
under cultivation, The land proved fertile and 
productive, and he raised exceptionally good 
crops of wheat those early years, 

Also in 1919, their only son Ray was born, He 
still farms the same land and still finds It equally 
fertile and productive. The old settlers chose 
well 

In 1918, Elno’s mother-in-law, Mrs. Wuobio 
died, a victim of the Spanish influenza. Mr. 
Wuobio passed on in 1922, 

In 1922, a daughter Helen was born. She, too, 
has lived all her life in the same community; she 
is now Mrs. Howard Johnson, and lives on her 
‘own farm just one mile north of her childhood 
home. 

‘The year 1925 was another milestone in the 
family's progress; they bought their first 
automobile, a Chevrolet touring car. The modern 
age had truly begun! 

By 1930 the Niemela’s were ready to enlarge 
the old family home, which had been bullt by Mr. 
Wuobio. To the original frame building, a four 
room addition was built, making a comfortable 

















‘Mr, and Mrs, Eino Niemela, son Raymond and daughter Helen, 


roomy house. This addition was built on contract 
by Mr. A. Steinback of Rocky Mountain House 
for $1,000. 

‘The “Dirty Thirties” were a difficult period 
for the Niemelas, as they were for all farmers. 
According to family records, here are some of 
the prices recelved for farm produce at that 
time: 

15 dozen eggs brought 89¢ in 1933, 

47 spring chickens, total weight 238 pounds 
brought $11.90 an average price of 5¢ per pound. 

Other prices were comparably low. These 
were hard years, but hard work and thrift saw 
the farmers through them, just as these qualities 
had stood them in good stead during those first 
years of settlement. 

‘Mr, Bino Niemeia died on June 2, 1933, aged 
41 years. He is remembered by all local people as, 
a man of rather quiet disposition, one who 
minded his own business, and did not interfere in 
the affairs of others, He left his wife Emma, a 
son of 13 and a daughter of 11 to operate the 
farm, Emma Niemela capably managed and 
operated the farm with the assistance of her 
children and hired help. Struggling through 
depression years, despite costly mistakes, she 
was able to keep the family farm in operation. 

The family grew in number, when Hel 
married a neighbor’s son, Howard Johnson, 
1945, and in the following year, 1946, Ray also 
married a local girl, Edith Ignatius. 

Emma, retiring off the farm in 1947, moved to 
Sylvan Lake. She bought, Port Dover, on 4th 
Street East, which she sold in 1947. A new home 
was bullt on 2nd Street South West, where she 
resided until her passing, August 1964. She is 
buried in the Kuusamo Cemetery. 

In her retirement years, she took a keen in- 
terest in her church activities and received much 
pleasure from her grandchildren, Faye Johnson, 
Dorinda and Terry Niemela. 


NIEMELA, TERRANCE RAYMOND. 
Terry was born in Eckville, July 12, 1949. His 
public schooling was taken in Eckville, and for 








his high school, he attended the Red Deer Com. 
posite High School. After graduation, Terry took 
a two year course in Agriculture, at the Olds 
Agricultural Vocational College, graduating in 
1969. 

After leaving college, Terry decided to farm 
with his dad, Ray Nlemela, in the growing and 
selling of registered seed grain. In 1970, Terry 
purchased one of Carl Selstrom’s mobile grain 
Cleaners with which he did custom grain clean. 
ing In the community, as well as cleaning for 
himself and his Dad. 

In 1971, Terry met his wife Marilyn (nee 
Kubik) of RR No. 4, Eckville. Marilyn attended 
the Condor and David Thompson High School. In 
1972, she took a Certified Nursing Aide Course in 
Calgary, graduating in August 1973. 

Terry and Marilyn were married on 
September 1, 1973, in Red Deer. They purchased 
a mobile home, which they moved on to the 
Niemela farm near Benalto. Terry is presently 
the fourth generation living on the original 
Wuobio homestead, which he now owns (SE 12. 
39-3-W5) 

‘On August 14, 1974, their first child was born, 
a baby girl named Karri-Lynn Alane. 

In the winter of 1974-75, Terry designed and 
built a new mobile grain cleaner. ‘The new mill 
has a capacity to handle from 125 to 225 bushels 
of seed per hour, depending on the type of seed it 
is required to clean. His old mill was sold to 
Marianne Farms (Staudinger Bros) 

In 1978, Terry and Marilyn hope to see their 
steel constructed building completed, that will 
house their grain cleaner, which Terry hopes to 
use as a stationary seed processing plant. 

Terry and Marilyn are both community 
minded. Marilyn belogs to the Benalto Order of 
the Royal Purple, and Terry belongs to the 
Benalto Elks Lodge No. 404. In 1976-77 Terry 
served in the capacity of Exalted Ruler of the 
Lodge. 




















NIKKOLA, ELI AND FRANK — by Sylvia 
‘Thorkman (As told to me by Helmi Erikkila) 

Eli and Frank Nikkola came to Canada in 1904 
from their native land, Finland. They spent 
several years working in Eastern Canada before 
coming to Alberta in 1911. During that winter 
they filed on a homestead located in the Codner 
area northeast of Rokey Mountain House. 

‘After summer arrived they realized that most 
of their land was swamp and muskeg, which 
made clearing and breaking the land impossible. 
Determined to get the title for the land, they built 
buildings from logs, close by, and also bought a 
horse and a cow. Homesteaders in those years 
were jack of all trades! 

Eli and Frank were musicians so evenings on 
the homestead were often spent playing the ac- 
cordian and organ. They were never lonely, for 
neighbors gathered at thelr home to spend the 
evenings singing and dancing, 

‘After three years on the homestead and no 











way to dry up the land, they decided to move on. 
Leaving their home in 1914, they moved to the 
Kuusamo district, where they rented land from 
Mrs. Ida Peterson, SE 4.39-2-W5, for four years. 
Mrs. Peterson passed away and the land was 
sold’ to the Burdick family from the United 
States. Another move had to be made. 

Tn March 1918 Eli and Frank bought the NW5- 
39-2-W5 from the C.P.R. This was new land, no 
buildings or improvements, so they decided to 
move their buildings off the Codner homestead to 
their new property. 

Most of the winter was spent dismantling the 
log buildings, marking the logs, and loading 
them onto a C:N.R. flat car at Codner. They were 
then shipped to Elspeth, then hauled to the farm 
to be set up to make the’ brothers a place to live. 

‘The following year they purchased the adjoin- 
ing C.P.R. quarter, the NE 5.39-2-W5, to make 
the half section. In'the years that followed they 
raised Shorthorn cattle and Percheron horses, in 
wich they took great pride. 

Eli and Helmi Saha, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sylvester Saha, were married March 13, 1923. 
‘They have one daughter, Hazel, who was born 
April 11, 1924. She is married to Bob Cosman of 
New Westminster, B.C. 

Eli and Helmi purchased Frank’s share of the 
land. Frank made his home in a separate house 
in the yard until his passing in 1930. He is buried 
In the Kuusamo cemetery. 

Farming in those years was done with horses, 
so the days were long and strenuous. Eli still 
found time to help in community affairs. He was 
the first secretary-treasurer of the Mutual 
‘Telephone line, east of Eckville. He was also on 
the board of directors on the Sambo Thresher 
Company, of which there were 14 shareholders. 

Ell passed away in March, 1945 and is buried 
in the Kuusamo cemetery. 

Eli and Helmi raised two foster children, 
Irene and Leonard Euren. Irene is married and 
lives in Wetaskiwin. Leonard is married and 
lives in Calgary. 
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Helmi continued farming alone until October, 
1955, when she married Bill Erikkila. The 
Erikkilas continued farming for several years 
before retiring and renting thelr land to Ray 
Niemala. They still live on the farm and are en: 
joying their retirement. In 1975 they made a trip 
to Finland, and have made several visits to 
various parts of Canada. 


THE PETER NISKANEN AND SWAN 
ANDERSON FAMILIES — by their Grand- 
daughters, Annie Simpson and Mildred Niemi 

Peter John Niskanen and Albertina Tikkanen 
were born in Kiuruveden pitajassa, Kuoplon 
laanissa, Finland; he on September 25, 1863 and 
she on August 20, 1871. Both families had im- 
migrated to the United States and Peter and 
Albertina were married on February 16, 1891 
later changing their name to Koski. A daughter, 
Anna Elma, was born to them in Red Lodge, 
‘Montana on July 1, 1897 





Albertina and Peter Niskanen and daughter, Ela 


‘They lived in various places in Montana and 
Idaho for a number of years, but their nomadic 
life was over when Peter came to Canada in 1909 
and bought the NE 36-38-3-W5, which was to be 
their home for the remainder of their lives. At 
first Peter farmed with oxen, but later bought 
horses and raised their colts. 

Although Anna was an only child, she was not 
lonely, for she had a pony, named Tony, which 
she rode to visit neighboring girl friends, and her 
parents had a lot of company as well. Their home 
‘was used as an overnight stopping place for peo. 
ple travelling from further west to Red Deer. She 
attended Melita School to the end of Grade 8, and 
for a part of the time did the janitor work at the 
school. With this income she bought a large- 
mirrored bureau, which is still In the family. 

Peter continued his farming operations alone 
until 1917, when he rented the farm to his new 
son-in-law, Sven Anderson, selling the farm to 
him two years later. Although Peter and Alber- 
tina were separated in the later years, both con 
tinued to make their home on the farm, with Ann 
and Sven. Albertina spent some of her time in 














Ida (Harju) Halstien, Ema (Niskanen) Anderson. 


Montana, where most of her relatives lived. 
Peter became a cattle dealer, and rode 
throughout the country, buying and selling cat- 
le. Both Peter and Albertina were usually on 
hand to help out on the farm during the busy 
seasons, 

By 1928 Albertina’s health had become very 
poor, as she suffered from both kidney and heart 
ailments, She was cared for at home by her 
daughter Anna until she passed away on 
December 2, 1928. Peter also passed away at 
home, on February 7, 1932. Both were buried in 
the Kuusamo Cemetery. 

‘The story of our parents follows: 

‘THE SWAN ANDERSON FAMILY 

Sven Adolph Anderson was born on May 2, 
1891 in Polstorp, Sweden, the second youngest of 
a large family. In December, 1911, his brother 
Albin, who was already living in Big Horn, Mon- 
tana, U.S.A., sent Sven $90 for his ticket to 
America and an extra $60 for spending money. 

Alter working on the railroad for two years in 
Montana and South Dakota for $1.35 to $1.50 a 
day, Sven accompanied a co-worker, Ole Rustan, 
to Kootuk in April, 1914. Since Ole’s'brother was 
railroad section foreman in that area, Dad began 
working on the railroad, helping to build the 
grade for the tracks to be lad west to Nordegg. 
He soon became a section foreman, earning $2.90 
a day 

Dad lived in an “engineer's shack", which 
was located about one mile north of the Number 
11 highway. It was at this time that Dad met 
‘Mother — when he would go to her home to buy 
milk, eggs, bread and butter from her parents. 
In July 1914 the shack was moved to Benalto to 
serve as the station, With 1915 being a very wet 
year, the resulting high water moved the west 





end of the railroad bridge on the Saskatchewan 
River near Rocky Mountain House, and Dad was 
part of the crew sent out to repair the damage 
and clear away the debris floating down the 
river. Dad continued to work on the rallroad until 
December 1915, when he returned to the United 
States. 

AS_a result of Mother writing to Dad that 
Granddad wanted someone to take over the 
farm, Dad returned to Benalto and they were 
married on April 24, 1917 in Red Deer with 
Reverend Woffard M. Ryan officiating. A 
charivar! following their return from a two-day 
trip to Calgary, and a wedding dance on May 1 at 
the Socialist Hall, completed the festivities, and 
then began the task of Dad learning to farm — 
something he had never done! 

‘They first rented Granddad’s farm, but after 
two years they bought It. Those first few years 
were difficult ones: paying $250. for a mare who 
died, along with the foal, when foaling; Mother 
getting the flu in 1918, when Dad was gone hun. 
ting (Mother would likely have died had it not 
been for the care and kindness given her by an 
old bachelor, Ben Kestila, who happened to drop 
in for a visit); Dad’s’ critical illness with 
erysipelas in 1991; Dad and we two daughters 
having scarlet fever in 1922; the complete loss of 
thelr 80 acres of crop destroyed by hail; and the 
loss of a horse who had got Into a granary of 
wheat, 

We girls, Annie and Mildred, were both born 
in the old house. Mrs. Tsaac Johnson was the 
midwife who delivered both of us. Mother had a 
goitre, and after failing to have It removed by 
two trips to doctors in Montana, It was removed 
by Dr. Thatham in Edmonton. 

Visiting was done on a leisurely basis in those 
days, and was often combined with going to have 
fa steam bath. After the chores were done our 
whole family would leave on a Saturday night for 
friends’ homes, sometimes as far away as Pitcox 
(Hespero), with a team and democrat or a 
bobsled In the wintertime. After the baths the 
men would play Norwegian whist, the ladies 
would visit, and the children would sleep until 
the wee hours of the morning. Social events of 
any kind were always family affairs. 

‘In 1924 Dad and Mother bought a ‘tin Lizzie” 
— a 1922 black, side-curtained touring car for 
$325. Although Mother learned to drive, her driv- 
ing days ended abruptly when she stepped on the 
wrong pedal as she was approaching the closed 
gate at the end of the lane. Fortunately, the gate 
Wasn't much of a barricade, so no great damage 
was done, except that Mother never wanted to 
drive after that episode. 

In the early days the grain was stooked or 
stacked after being cut with the binder. Prior to 
1917 Mother's records tell of Langer's coming to 
thresh on the afternoon of October 23 and leaving 
to go to Huhtala’s on the evening of October 26. 
They had threshed 3072 bushels in all. They 
charged three and one-half cents a bushel for 

















threshing oats and barley and five cents for 
wheat. The threshing bill came to $108.25 after 
deducting a discount of three and one-half per- 
cent. 

It was in 1927 that Arnold was born. Mother 

and Dad were overjoyed to have a son, and we, to 
have a baby brother. When he was about nine 
months old he developed severe convulsions, and 
was very ll for a time. This same year Mother 
and Dad purchased a brand new “glassed” or 
“closed-in” blue Chevrolet coach car, costing 
$1015, It was one of the first in the area, but tour: 
ing cars soon became a thing of the past, as peo- 
ple became accustomed to the greater comfort of 
the closed-in cars. The evening of the day we got 
our new 1927 Chevrolet we all went to Liberty 
Hall to see a play directed by Henry Jokinen, 
“Saaristo Laiset”. We had previously seen two 
shows at Benalto; “Uncle Tom's Cabin” and 
“Lighthouse Nan”, in 1925 and 1926, 

When we were babies we were left at home 
with Grandad while Mother and Dad went to 
dances, but as children we attended the dances 
at Elspeth Hall, and as young ladies we would at- 
tend the dances in Sylvan Lake. Picnics at 
Sylvan lake were regular Sunday occurrences, 
and the Christmas concert and school fairs were 
highlights of the years. Another highlight of our 
School days at Melita was the time we walked to 
Jack Simpsons at Benalto to Usten to King 
George V speak on the radio. New Year's Eve 
was a gala celebration among neighbors. It was 
the Finnish custom to melt tin (lead or solder) 
in a long handled dipper. It was held in the 
firebox of the stove, and then plunged into a tub 
of cold water. The resulting creation was then 
studied to attempt to predict what the New Year 
would bring. The Benalto Fair was another 
highlight in the community. To earn money for 
this occasion we children picked weeds from the 
garden, for which Dad gave us 25 cents, and 
Granddad always saw to it that we had extra 
spending money. When Grandmother was in the 
States she often sent us a new dress to wear, both 
for the fair and at Christmas time. If she didn’t 
send one, Mother had one made for us. These 
were the days when we wore long underwear and 
dark home-knit stckings in winter. Mrs. John 
Kangas had a machine on which she would knit 
stockings and mitts to order for those who 
desired them. 

Even the work sometimes became a social oc- 
casion for the men. Most farmers had an ice 
house, used to keep the milk, cream, and other 
food products cold. This was a pit ‘filled with 
chunks of ice, insulated with sawdust. Neighbors 
would go together to cut blocks of Ice from 
Sylvan Lake, load them onto bob-sleds and fill 
the ice house for each of the farmers. Firewood 
also had to be cut and hauled from tree lots, and 
again neighbors would work together, first haul- 
ing them and then cutting them into firewood. 
‘The resulting sawdust was used in the ice house. 
‘The education of their children was of prime 











importance to Mother and Dad, All three of us 
started school in Melita, After Grade 8 Annie and 
Mildred took part of thelr high school in 
Kuusamo, and completed it in Red Deer. Times 
were hard when we went away to Red Deer. In 
1930 and 1931 eggs sold at five cents a dozen, 
wheat was worth 22 cents a bushel, a five-gallon 
can of cream brought $1.70, a pig was worth $3 
and a large cow would sell for $15. Still, by mille 
Ing eight to 11 cows, and by personal sacritice, 
our parents managed to put away enough money 
to send us to school, Annle took a one-year 
secretarlal course at Garbutt's Business Coliege, 
and then she and Mildred attended Calgary Nor. 
‘man School, and became teachers, which profes. 
sion they have followed for many years, 

Mother, Dad and Arnold took their first holl- 
day in 1946 when they went to Vancouver to visit 
the Sundstroms and Wayne Heikkinen, Later 
they began making frequent trips to Montana to 
visit relatives and also travelled to 
Saskatchewan, Wymoing, Washington, and 
British Columbia. Dad made a trip back to 
Sweden in 1957 — after an absence of 46 years — 
to visit his five sisters and two brothers, 
Everyone was very surprised that Dad. spoke 
such good Swedish after having been gone for 
80 lon 

The years went by quickly. Dad purchased 
more land and in 1935 bought his first tractor 
from Jack Sunnell, for a team of horses and $1000 
in cash. This was a Model D John Deere. Arnold 
had joined Dad in the farming operations and 
lived at home, but we girls were both away 
teaching school. Throughout the years Dad 
maintained an interest in community affairs. He 
had been trustee of the Melita School Board for 
nine years, had worked arduously for the 
Benalto Agricultural Society, as Stampede 
Manager for several years, and was Honorary 
Life Member of the Benalto B.P.0.E, Dad was 
an original contract signer with the Alberta 
Wheat Pool and remained a member in good 
standing until his death, His farming etforts had 
been rewarded by his winning the reserve 
provincial championship award for malting 
barley in 1950 and in 1951 the provincial cham. 
pionship and the reserve champlonship in the in- 
terprovinclal competitions. 

Mother suffered from crippling arthritis for a 
number of years, In 1945 she gained some relief 
from a three-month stay at the hospital in Banff, 
where she underwent “gold” treatments and had 
mineral baths, 

Mother and Dad lived a full life, and Dad 
lightened his working burden somewhat during 
the last few years, Their grandchildren gave 
them special pleasure throughout the years with 
thelr regular visits, 

‘They were honored by the community on thelr 
50th wedding anniversary on April 24, 1967, with 
a community get-together at the Benaito Com 
munity Hall, with a supper served by the Ladies 
of the Royal Purple, followed by a dance. During 



























the last year of their lives together their 55th 
wedding anniversary was spent quietly at home 
with close friends and family. The power had 
been off for some days, but the house was kept 
warm with an auxiliary stove, the food had been 
prepared by the family, and the house was 
lighted with a lamp and candles. It was a 
memorable evening, and deeply appreciated by 
Mother and Dad. The lights came on before the 
night was over, so it was a nostalgic evening, 
combining the past with present. 

Dad passed away on December 30, 1972, in 
the Red Deer Hospital and on February 10, 1974 
Mother passed away in the Eckville Hospital. 
Mother, Dad, and Arnold were each laid to rest 
in the family plot in the Red Deer Cemetery. 








‘THE NORTON FAMILY 

‘My father, Archibald Norton, was born near 
Huntsville, Ontario in 1880, the youngest of seven 
children. 'His parents had emigrated from 
England in the early 1860's and had settled on a 
rocky farm in this northern Ontario district, 
where they endured many hardships. 

Starting in a small way, the family delivered 
milk in the town of Huntsville for 26 years, only 
missing one day, that of the father’s funeral. The 
milk was meastired into containers supplied by 
the customer — some buying as little as a cupful 
ata time. 

‘My father attended night school when possi- 
ble, acquiring some additional knowledge, par- 
ticularly in business techniques. He played a cor- 
net in the local band at this time. During their 
teens my father and one of his brothers acquired 
timber limits nearby where they felled trees for 
lumber and also sold the bark to a large tannery 
operating on the shores of one of the Muskoka 
Lakes, 

‘My mother, Mary Smith, was born in England 
in 1885 and moved to Huntsville at an early age, 
later marrying my father. They farmed near 
Woodstock, Ontario for a short time, where 
Laura was born, then moved back to Huntsville 
where I was born, 








Mr. and Mes, A. Norton 


Along with many others, my parents moved 
west in 1912 and settled in Bassano, Alberta, 
where George was born. My father started work 
ing for the CPR as a freight clerk, learning 
telegraphy during this time. He then became a 
relief agent, so for a few years we moved almost 
continuously until we finally took up residence in 
Benalto during 1921, when the station was opened 
for a permanent ‘agent. My father came in 
February and remained until his retirement in 
1946, We followed late in April, after a severe 
blizzard. 

During this winter my father and Mr. Stan 
Hooker walked to Evarts occasionally on a Sun- 
day to attend the church service and have dinner 
with the Madisons. We lived in the house on the 
Woodmancy farm (now owned by Max and Annie 
Simpson) where we spent two very happy 
summers, roaming around the farm and playing 
in and on the old buildings. We enjoyed living 
near Sylvan Lake and had numerous plenies on 
the beach, often spending all day Sunday, swim- 
ming or trolling for fish in a row boat. The 
Morrisroe and the Sestrap families were often 
the only other people in sight on the beach. We 
made many trips out west, also, picking berries, 
catching fish and picnicking. My Grandmother 
Norton visited us frequently until her passing in 
1928. 

Tin the winter we drove from the farm to the 
station in a homemade cutter pulled by horses 
borrowed from Billy Giselman. Then we walked 
to the Melita School, often down the railway 
track. The section men often stopped and gave us 
a ride on thelr “hand car” if they were going to 
work in that direction. 

‘After a year and a half we spent a winter in a 
one-room cabin south of the tracks, which was 
then moved and became the kitchen when the 
new house was bullt. It is now the Bowman 
residence. 

During the summer of 1923 or 1924 we had a 
severe hailstorm on a Saturday night. Trees 
were blown down around our house and the next 
day the fields appeared to be swept clean — the 
crops had disappeared! However, the farm peo- 
ple attended church as usual on Sunday morn- 
ng. All around our property was unbroken land. 
We used a path through the trees leading to the 
elevator house where Warrens lived (now the 
Dick Austin residence). 

1, Norma, graduated trom the Calgary Nor- 
mal School and taught at the Bluebell and Melita 
Schools, marrying Peter Stewart in 1932, Our 
history appears elsewhere in this book. 

In the summer of 1925 or 1926 the Pocock and 
the United Grain Growers elevators were built. 
Where our house now stands, tents were set up 
for the men with a large cook tent for meals. T 
spent a happy summer helping the cook and run- 
ning errands for her and some of the men. Laura 
and I were attending the Convent at this time, as 
there was no schooling offered here past Grade 8, 
Our teachers here had been Miss Coghilin, Miss 











Stewart, from Ontario, and Miss Solomon. 
George also had Miss Eileen Fera (later Mrs. 
‘Tommy Witworth), Miss Barton and Miss Ruth 
Garries (later Mrs, O. Lundberg) as teachers. 

We later moved to the new station and my 
parents lived in it for many years. They caught 
rainwater in a cistern and ‘the train men left 
barrels of water for them as a well was never 
drilled. They used kerosene lamps, Coleman 
lights and burnt briquets for fuel. 

My father was fond of gardening and also 
planted the blue spruce trees on the Bowman 
property. He was commended by the CPR for his 
care of the grounds adjacent to the station. 

‘Through the years my mother and father 
attended ‘the Presbyterian Church faithfully, 
although they were members of the Anglican 
Church. In the early 1920's church was held at 
Benalto and Evarts on alternate Sundays, with 
most people attending both places. Church was 
held in the Booster Hall in Benalto and oc- 
casionally in the waiting room of the station. My 
father lit the fire for many years, and attended to 
the other janitorial duties, which sometimes in 
cluded cleaning up the hail following a dance. 

T remember one Sunday School picnic held at 
Sylvan Lake in 1921. We went early in the day 
with the Jack Simpson family in a wagon. ‘The 
road wound in and out among the trees, probably 
utilizing the higher ground and avolding a large 
slough west of the Kuusamo School. The picnic 
was held on the beach and the foot races were 
held on the sandy road in front of the present ga- 
rage west of the hotel. Another picnic was held 
near the Medicine River, probably on the 
McBride farm. I had hoped that all of the young 
people would have a swim. However, much to 
my disappointment the young fellows slipped 
away by themselves, as they were not using 
bathing suits. 

‘Mr. McKechnie, our blind minister, always 
came by train and stayed with various families 
over the weekends. One year he offered a prize at 
the Fair for learning and reciting a passage from 
the Bible (First Chapter of the Gospel according 
to St. John, verses 114). Alice Durward (nee 
Cameron), ‘Alice Sundstrom and myself com- 
peted with Mr. McKechnle acting as the judge, 
sitting up on the platform in the hall. Alice 
Cameron was declared the winner. My Bible still 
bears witness to the time I spent learning those 
verses, apparently without the benefit of enough 
soap and water. 

Another interest shared by my mother and 
father was the Agricultural Society. My father 
served as the secretary for many years and my 
mother was a director. Various work bees were 
held, one when the barn was being built, another 
when the roof of the hall was raised, others when 
the grandstand was enlarged. The women did 
their share by supplying meais and lunches to 
the men, 

‘One humorous incident which I remember 
was moving all of the exhibits to the station so a 











dance could be held on the first night of the 
Stampede, as well as the one always held on the 
last night. I believe on this occasion the cowboys 
were blamed for helping themselves to a pie. 
Another time a dog belonging to the Henry 
Talson family was shut in the hall overnight by 
mistake. The food exhibits were all on display, 
but I believe that he left them alone. 

‘The cowboys were usually In attendance at 
the stampede dances, which were very popular 
throughout the country. The hall was always 
packed, so dancing was almost impossible and 
the floor either very dusty or muddy. 

Box socials were held in support of various 
projects. 

For many years, during the Fair and 
Stampede, John Heikkinen had the job of patrol- 
ling the grounds in search of people who had 
gained admittance without paying. This was 
possible as there were no gates or fences at the 
far side of the grounds. 

Both of my parents enjoyed curling. Before 
the rink was built in Benalto a few of the local 
men journeyed to Evarts, often in bitterly cold 
weather to take part in the curling there. 

During the wintertime people travelling to 
Red Deer drove their cars or travelled by sleighs 
across Sylvan Lake on the ice whenever possible, 
to save a little distance. Sometimes, when 
something urgent arose, my mother would travel 
to Red Deer by train and stay overnight in the 
Arlington Hotel, Although reluctant to do this, 
she always felt better if Laura and I could stay 
with her, even though we were still children. 

‘My father and Laura were interested in 
Amateur Dramatics and sometimes took parts in 
plays which were presented in Markerville, 
Alhambra and Caroline, as well as in Benalto. 
‘My mother was a member of a Ladies’ Com: 
munity Club, the Ladies’ Aid and a bridge club 
which was formed in the early 1930's. In the early 
days my mother was often cailed out during the 
night to assist a new baby into the world, or if an 
illness had occurred. She also boarded teachers 
for a number of years, 

During World War II a committee comprised 
of John Watson (chairman), Tom Smith Sr., 
George Sterling and my father (secretary) sold 
Victory Bonds throughout the country. 

My mother passed away in 1944. My Father 
moved shortly afterwards to Nanaimo, B.C. 
where his two sisters were living. He made fre. 
quent trips back to Benalto until his passing in 
1963, 

My sister Laura attended high school at the 
Red Deer Convent and the Red Deer High School 
and graduated as a teacher from the Camrose 
Normal School. After teaching for three years — 
one at Happy Hill and two at Kuusamo, she was 
married to Bill Holsworth. (Their history is 
recorded elsewhere in this book.) 

My brother George took Grade 9 at the Melita 
School. He and Aill Huhtala (Mrs. Clarance 
Anderson) were the first to take Grade 9 at 
































Melita. He took the rest of his high schooling In 
Red Deer, and then attended the U of A where he 
graduated in Medicine. He volunteered for ser- 
vice at the beginning of World War II and served 
overseas until 1944, 

After his return George took post-graduate 
work in Radiology from McGill's and then 
moved to Vancouver where, until his recent 
retirement, he has been associated with a firm of 
radiologists. He was married before leaving for 
overseas to the former Lois Andrew of Alix, a 
graduate nurse. They have a family of three boys 
and two girls. 

Peter, George’s oldest son, after obtaining his 
Ph.D. in math and teaching in the University of 
‘Toronto, is now in his last year of medicine. He is 
married to the former Sally Bence and they have 
one son. 

John, the second son, is a Nuclear Physicist 
and is employed by an oil firm in Calgary. He is 
married to the former Sheila Kelly, and they 
have a son and a daughter. 

George, the third son, attended the UBC in the 
faculty of Mathematics and is currently an assis- 
tant manager in the Treasury Branch in Red 
Deer. He will be moving to Mayerthorpe in 1978 
to take up duties as manager in the Treasury 
Branch there. He and his wife, the former Chri 
Arnet, have a daughter and a'son. 

‘Susan, the elder daughter, married Nick Lane 
and they havea son and a daughter. They are liv- 
ing at Prince Rupert, B.C. 

Mary, the younger daughter, 1s married to 
Phil Michaelides and they live in Vancouver. 


SAHA, SYLVESTER AND AMANDA 

Sylvester and Amanda Saha were married in 
Finland and immigrated to Canada in 1902 to the 
Benalto district. Sylvester arriving in the spring, 
Amanda and daughter, Helmi, in October of the 
same year. 

Sylvester's brother, Sam, had immigrated to 
Canada from Dakota earlier and homesteaded 
the SE 28-38-2-W5. He encouraged Sylvester and 
sent him the fare to come to Canada and settle 
here. Arriving, he found the land next to his 
brother was available. Sylvester homesteaded 
the SW 28.38-2-W5, 

He spent a busy summer preparing a home 
for his family. It was late October when Amanda 
and Helmt arrived in Red Deer. No definite time 
was known for their arrival so there was no one 
to meet them, Inquiring for a ride to the 
homestead, she met August Halstein who could 
speak her language. He arranged a driver, team 
and democrat to take her to her destination for 
the fee of $5. The first winter was cold and 
snowy. Shortly after Amanda arrived, Sylvester 
became ill. With no doctor or medicine closer 
then Red Deer, Amanda applied her home 
remedies and soon Sylvester recovered. Money 
was scarce and with equipment to buy, so like 
several other homesteaders, Sylvester found 
employment in a coal mine in Frank, Alberta, 











He farmed with three oxen purchased from 
the late Victor Pastobak for the price of $75 each. 
Oxen were difficult to handle during a hot day in 
fly season. The hours had to be arranged to early 
and late and a rest during the day. A pony was 
bought to team with the oxen. Later sold for the 
same price purchased and replaced by a team of, 
horses, 

On June 22, 1909, a daughter, Hilja, was born. 
Work in the field was a family affair. Mrs, Saha 
helped with stooking and haying which was 
heavy work. Neighbors were relied on for help in 
work and for supplies. One day Helmi and Mr. 
Saha were returning borrowed harrows and coal 
oil to the neighbors, the team bolted and they 
were upside down in'the bush, with Helmi under 
the harrows. The first words Mr. Saha spoke 
after the runaway was to inquire if the coal oil 
was all there, Much to their relief, capable Helmi 
had held the container through it all, never spill- 
ing a drop. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Saha loved social life. they 
danced the old time dances like they were 
floating on a cloud. Onlookers gave them great 
applause after a dance. Neighbors were always 
made welcome with a friendly visit or a game of 
cards, 
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In 1933, they sold their farm to their son-in- 
law and daughter Hilja and purchased land two 
milles east of Sylvan Lake. They farmed there for 
nine years, then selling their land, retaining four 
acres on which they built a cottage and retired 

Mrs. Saha’s sight was failing through the 
later years. She became totally blind the last few 
years but was able to do most of her house work 
‘and bake bread. Mrs. Saha passed away Oc- 
tober, 1947, at the age of 71 years. Mr. Saha 
passed away November 1958 at the age of 82 
years. They are buried In the Kuusamo 
cemetery. 

Helmi married Ell Nikkola March 12, 1923. 
‘They farmed the NW 5-39-2W5 north of Benalto, 
They have one daughter born April 1, 1924, and 
she is married to Bob Casman, New West- 
minister, B.C. 














Hilja married Wilho Euren in 1939. She 
passed away suddenly at the age of 30 years leav- 
ing to mourn her loss a husband and five small 
children. The grandparents raised the two older 
boys, Albert and Harold, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Niikkola raised the two younger children, Irene 
and Leonard. Eino remained with his father. 

Eli Nikkola passed away in March, 1945, and 
is buried in the Kuusamo Cemetery. In 1955, 
Helmi married Bill Erikkila, they farmed for a 
number of years before retiring. 


GEORGE SALONEN AND FAMILY 

George (Yrjo) Salonen was born in Montreal 
on December 26, 1894. According to the Finnish- 
Canadian Archives in Sudbury, Ontario, he was 
the first Finnish person bora in Montreal and 
also thought to be the first Finn born in Canada, 

His parents immigrated to Montreal from 
Merikarvia, Finland in 1888, They moved on to 
Belt, Montana, in 1896 and then on to Red Deer, 
Alberta in 1900. Later they settled In the 
Kuusamo District. When George was old enough, 
he started farming one and one-half miles east of 
Benalto. 

In August of 1922, he married Saima Tom- 
mola, who also came from Finland the same 
year. They were married in Red Deer. In 1923, 
their first daughter Hilja, was born, Slowly they 
built a log barn for their many horses and few 
cows. Saima started raising turkeys each spring, 
and did so for many years. In 1925, they built 
their first sauna, out of logs also. 

In the fall of 1925, their second daughter, 
Toini, was born, and in 1926 Eila was born but 
Passed away in 1932, 

Mr. Salonen had 160 acres of his own, on part 
of which the land had to be broken. In'1928, he 
acquired another 160 acres as a homestead. He 
‘would get a clear title to this land, after 40 years 
of farming, with a crop share going to the 
government. 

In 1929, their fourth daughter, Ethel, was 
born. ‘To clothe the four girls Saima was kept 
busy sewing and making over new clothes. She 
carried the babies along with her to the fields as. 
she stooked the bundles of grain, 

‘At one time they had as many as 23 horses, 
which they used to do the work in the fields. In 
1939, Mr. Salonen bought a new Case tractor so 
only’ four of the horses were kept after that. 

‘The girls travelled three miles to the Melita 
School, in summer by horse and two-wheeled 
cart; and in the winter by horse and cutter with a 
bag of hot oats under their feet, which Mrs. 
Salonen had heated up to keep them warm on 
their way to school. Toint still remembers when 
they took a 12-dozen crate of eggs on their way to 
school in the morning in the two-wheeled cart. 
‘These eggs were sold to the store in Benalto for 
$1.08. Out of this money Toini bought herself a 
pair of running shoes for 98 cents. 

As the girls got older they helped with the 
feeding of a hundred pigs, discing the fields with 



























the tractor, sitting on the binder during harvest 
time and making hay. 

In 1938 the Benalto School was built, so it was, 
now only a mile and a half to school. 

‘The Salonen girls were married; Hilja in 1944, 
now living in Edmonton; Toini ‘in 1945, now 
residing in Beausejour, Manitoba; and Ethel in 
1950, and now living in' Calgary. 





Mr. and Mrs, George Salonen and daughters, Ethel, Toini and 
aa 1980. 


Mr. and Mrs. Salonen continued to farm until 
1967; then the farm was sold to Mr, Ed Muth in 
1968. Mrs. Salonen passed away on August 6, 1968 
after a lengthy illness. Mr. Salonen moved to live 
with his daughter Hilja’ until his passing in 
August of 1971. 


|AMPO THRESHING MACHINE — written by 
Iver Halstein (Published exactly as written by 
the contributor at his request.) 

‘This is the story of a co-operative threshing 
‘company that was in operation in the combined 
districts of Kuusamo, Benalto and on the border 
of Eckville from the year 1917 to 1924. There 
were 11 members whom i shall name here 
regardless of their possible mention elsewhere. 

Starting at the most northerly point they were 
Emil Mattson, Matt Kujala, Henry Lund, August 
Halstein, Sylvester Saha, Gust Kalaputas, John 
Koski, Jack Ropsfelt, Matt “Little Harju’, Matt 
and Bill Wuori, Frank and Eli Nikkola, 

This co-operative threshing outfit operated 
smoothly with no disputes, the man who got 

ireshed first one year would be last next year. 
‘hose were the rules and no one disputed them. 

In those days It was a steam outfit consisting 
of a Port Huron engine and a Gaar Scott 
separator and the farmers named it “Sampo” 
and the only Finn interpretation I can find is 
“Giant”. 

When that outfit arrived it took stout-hearted 
cooks to meet them as a normal crew consisted 
of 20 men give or take a couple, but these pioneer 
‘women rose to the occassion. 

















‘They brought their own bunkhouse where 
evening games of whist sometimes brought con: 
sternation to those who got skunked, 

‘The engineers blew a get-up whistle at six in 
the morning, at noon, and at quitting time. If the 
water monkey was on the point of being late he 
was told to hurry with three long blasts of the 
whistle. Water is a must around a steamer. The 
grain haulers were given short blasts if they 
needed to be hurried up. The whistles on the 
various engines were a slightly different tone 
from each other and every one knew thelr own 
whistles. The engineers would say “Hello” to 
each other with their whistles from a distance of 
several miles on a still morning, 

The engineers employed were Fred Isaacson 
of Eckville, Gust Maki of Benalto, Henry Wright 
of Rocky and Bill Staudinger of Sylvan Lake. 
John Koski, an Eckville blacksmith was 
separator man as was Felix Halsteln of Sylvan 
Lake. 

Ell Nikola was secreatary-treasurer to 
start, later when Emil Mattson returned from 
overseas in 1918 he held the position until dissolu- 
tion. 

Every year more land was cleared so by 1923 
it took forty days to thresh the members so it dis- 
banded in 1924 and the cumbersome steam outfit 
had to give way to smaller gas outfits, Finally 
the separator was wrecked and steam engine 508 
once resplendent with brass trim and gleaming 
injectors went to work heating a Red Deer ga: 
rage. 

Old timers of Eckville I salute you! 





SCHMIDEK’S HARDWARE STORE, 

‘Two brothers-in-law, Cary MeKanna and 
Jack McKenzie, had built and operated a 
hardware store in Benalto in 1922, They sold it to 
the Atlas Lumber Company in 1926 and the 
partnership was dissolved. Subsequentl; 
McKanna built another store for heavy 
hardware and implements down the street next 
to the hotel. He operated it himself for a short 
time but, upon becoming a grain buyer for the 
Alberta Pacific Grain Company, sold it to Her- 
man Schmidek in March, 1928 This business 
became known as Schmidek's Hardware Store. 

Mr. Schmidek will be remembered for his 
adeptness with the steel hook which replaced a 
hand he had lost while dynamiting rocks at 
Medicine Hat. Upon taking over the business, he 
expanded it by adding other sundry items, such 
as groceries and dry goods, to the stock. In 1933, 
Mr. Longair was hired to work in the store and 
continued doing so for about a year after Swan 
Anderson bought the business in 1937, 
Subsequently, Uno Krintila, Herbert Swift, and 
‘Mrs. Armitage leased the’ premises for short 
periods of time, after which it was used as living 
accommodations by several residents. 

From 197 to 1962 Simpson Electric was 
located in the building. It is now used solely as a 
residence. 
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SIMPSON, R. M. FAMILY — by Annie Simpson 

My entry into the world was In one of those 
Marchs’ when it came in “like a lion’. My grand- 
father, Peter Niskanen, rode his pony through 
wwaist-high drifts to Ropstelts to ask them to fetch 
the midwife, Mrs. Johnson, Fortunately, she 
arrived in time to deliver me, Annie ‘Mac 
Christina, the first child of Swan Anderson and 
Elma (Niskanen) Anderson. 

Iwas a colicky baby, and Mother and Dad 
spent many sleepless hours rocking me in an 
attempt to stop me from crying. Finally a 
neighbor said to Mother, “You're starving the 
ehild! Put her on the bottle.” This my mother 
did, and the results were gratifying. 

‘The next year my sister Mildred was born and 
several years later my brother Arnold was born. 
We had a happy childhood on the farm, helping 
with chores, pulling weeds, herding the cows 
home from the pasture to be milked and even 
giving a hand with the milking. Picnics at Sylvan 
Lake were regular occurrences, where the 
children played in the shallow water while the 
men set about catching the fish for the fish 
“‘mulligan” which was a part of every picnic. 
‘The fact that a few flies would invariably sample 
our “dish” did not deter us trom enjoying It 

An attack of appendicitis gained for me my 
first trip to Red Deer, when I was 11 years old. 1 
had been sick at home for several days, and Dr. 
Nix operated on me as soon as possible after I 
reached the hospital. He felt that any further 
delay would have resulted in a ruptured appen- 
dix, with likely fatal results 

After completing Grade 8 at Melita school, T 
attended Kuusamo for two years, where Mr. 
Glen Paul was my teacher, thien took Grades 11 
and 12 in Red Deer High School. This was 
followed by a year of business college in Red 
Deer, as I was still too young to attend Normal 
School. 

The next fall I went to Edmonton, to enroll in 
the Edmonton Normal School, but, through a 
mix-up, I should have gone to Calgary. However, 
the trip to Edmonton wasn’t altogether wasted, 
as we visited the Legislative Bulldings and 
witnessed the swearing-in of the late Premier 
Aberhart, who had just won his first election by 
an overwhelming majority. 

The next day found us travelling down that 
winding, dusty road to Calgary. That year must 
have been one of several dry ones. Seeing the 
parched grass and treeless “wasteland”, T 
thought T'knew now what was meant by the 
prairies! 

‘The pollo epidemic was especially wide- 
spread that year, and no sooner had classes 
started than we were sent home for a few weeks 
as a safety precaution. We were given 
assignments to be completed at home, and 1 
“burned the midnight oll” but the thought of 
slacking up on any of them never entered my 
mind. My parents had worked hard and 











sacrificed much to provide me with an eduea- 
tion, and I just couldn’t let them down, 

As a beginning teacher, I found the first few 
months of teaching at Melita school especially 
difficult, and without the help of an experienced 
teacher, Mrs. Ena Kinna, to whom I appealed for 
guidance, T think those first few months would 
have finished my teaching career. Little did Ian- 
ticipate then, the number of years that I would 
spend in the ¢lassroom! After two years spent at 
Melita I taught the next three years at Carritt 
school. My salary for each of ihese years was 
$840 a year, 

Tt was while I was teaching at Melita school 
that I met Max Simpson. He was one of a family 
of six — five boys and one girl. His parents had 
come west from Peterborough, Ontario. His dad 
‘was a station agent and wireless operator at Air- 
drie, Canmore, Field, Penhold and Sylvan Lake. 
‘The youngest child, Max, was born while they 
lived at Penhold. He attended school at Penhold 
and Sylvan Lake. While he lived at Sylvan Lake 
he came to my first Christmas concert, and four 
and a half years later we were married. 

Max was an avid curler, He was one of a four- 
some of teenagers from Sylvan Lake who ex- 
celled in the sport and who won many prizes at 
local bonspiels. After we were married, he made 
curling history in the Benalto area by scoring an 
eight-ender against a friend, Don Wilkes. Don 
felt really let-down as he, himself, had acciden- 
tally shoved the last rock In to give Max and his 
rink — my dad, Vester Niemi and Carl Selstrom 
— the final count. 

After our marriage we lived at Sylvan Lake 
for a year before moving to Edmonton, where 
Max took training and worked as a sheet-metal 
mechanic at Aircraft Repair Ltd. It was while we 
were there that our first son, John Robert, was 
born. 

When Max joined the Navy and was sent to 
the east coast, I came back to the farm to live 
with my parents until the end of the war. When 
Max came home again he took an electrical 
course in Calgary, then we moved to Benalto 
where he became very busy wiring homes, as the 
countryside was being equipped with power. By 
now our second son, William David, had been 
added to our family, and a few years later a third 
son, Kenneth Maxwell, was born. 

it was when Ken was three years old that 
Earle Farris, the principal of the Benalto school, 
asked me to teach in a new room which had been 
‘opened to accommodate the pupils being bused 
in from the surrounding area. With two weeks 
before the opening of school, I was fortunate to 
be able to secure Jessie Ignatius, who lived 
across the street from us, to care for Ken, She 
id this until Ken started'to school, and no one 
could ask for a more devoted companion for a 
child. She took him for walks, taught him the 
nursery rhymes, read to him, and defended him 
against his older brothers, even though he was 
often in the wrong! 





‘Those were good years. The boys had their 
grandparents a mile away to visit, do odd jobs 
for to earn spending money, and also to gain a 
sympathetic ear when they felt that thelr parents 
were being too strict. Cub and Scout leaders, 
such as Don Wilkes, Ralph Lougheed, Jack Pur: 
dy and others, kept the boys busy with various 
outdoor activities and we parents worked behind 
the scenes to the best of our ability. Our son Jack 
earned numerous badges, and became a Queen’s 
Scout. He was presented with his award in Ed- 
monton by the Lieutenant-Governor. 

Sunday School, fishing expeditions, curling, 
camping trips, and school occupied our time. 
‘The regular “‘sauna’” at Grandma's and Grand- 
dad's took care of what we would do on Saturday 
nights until the boys were well into thelr teens, so 
discipline was not the problem it is today. 

‘During these years 1 continued teaching, as 
well as updating my education by evening credit 
courses in Red Deer and summer sessions in Ed. 
monton and Calgary. I obtained my B.Ed. in 1966 
and my Diploma in Curriewlum and instruction 
in 1972 

After my brother Arnold’s death in 1957, it 
became increasingly difficult for my dad to farm 
alone, so Max quit his electrical work, rented 
some of Dad’s land, and began farming — an oc 
cupation he carried on until 1974 

‘ur three sons are all married. Jack, who is 
Department Head of Science at M. E. Lazerte 
High School in Edmonton, married Jili Bennett 
of Edmonton, and has a son and a daughter. Bill, 
who is Head Draftsman for the Alberta Energy 
Company in Calgary, married Marjorie Peers of 
Acadia Valley, and has two daughters. Ken, who, 
after earning a degree in Geology and working 
for a short time in the Arctic, turned to teaching 
and now teaches science in the Junior High 
School in Okotoks. He is married to Peggy 








‘ainger of Edmonton has one son. Teaching 
seems to be a popular profession in our family, 
for of our three sons and their wives, four are 
teachers. 

Max and I have continued living in Benalto. 





‘The Simpson Family, March, 1976. L. to R.: Ken, Bill, Jack, 
Annie, Max and Andrea, dapat of Bl, 
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We have been here over 30 years, so we are fast 
approaching the time when we will become the 
“old-timers” in the area. Like so many “old- 
timers’, though, we find that time does not hang 
heavy on our hands. Max has served as 
secretary of the Elks Lodge for over 15 years, 
and I am kept busy with my teaching activities. 


THE HERMAN STETTNER’S — by Marj 
Stetiner 

Herman is the third son of Car! Stettner and I 
am the second daughter of Jack McDougall, both 
of Carmangay, a small town in southern Alberta, 
Both our families farmed in adjoining districts 
east of Carmangay where we grew up and spent 
our early life. 

Herman and I were married in January, 1940, 
in Lethbridge. For the next four or five years 
Herman worked in the coal mines in the winter 
and on the farm in the summer. He worked in the 
mines in Shaughnessy and in Coleman 

In July, 1946, he started as helper with the 
Alberta Wheat Pool in Carmangay. In April of 
197 he was given the elevator in Namaka where 
we lived until August, 1953, when he was 
transferred to Benalto, 

The elevator here was a more modern one 
than the one In Namaka, but it was still powered 
by a big gas engine. However, when they built 
the new annex in 1954 they put in the electric- 
powered motors which was a big improvement. 
We thought they were being really good to us as 
in the summer of 1958 they built us a new house, 
too. 

Benalto being small, but active, it was not 
time until we were involved in every organiza- 
tion here, Around this time Herman’s dad was a 
familiar figure here at Stampede and Bonspiel 
time. He never missed any of these events for 
many years. One of his best friends was Swan 
Anderson. He doesn’t come up anymore. He is 92 
years old and lives in the Golden Acres Lodge in 
Lethbridge. When we go down he never falls to 
ask about his friends up here. 

Herman and I both used to curl a lot but the 
last years the Elks, Royal Purple, Agricultural 
Society and Church activities have kept us bus 
Thave sewed for the last seven or eight years, 
and have met many wonderful people. I feel real: 
ly honored when I think back to the number of 
young girls who asked me to make their gradua 
tion dress and then later their wedding dress. I 
was always so proud of them, and they helped 
me keep in touch with the younger generation 
since our own two girls were grown up, 

Donna, our oldest daughter, took a 
Radiological Technician course and went to 
Yellowknife to work. She married Fred Dornan, 
who is now vice president of Wardair Northern 
Operations. They live in Edmonton and have two 
children — a boy and a girl. 

Betty took a secretarial course and also went 
to Yellowknife to work. She married Jerry 
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Carter, an Aircraft Engineer with Mobile Oil. 
They live in Sherwood Park. 

An elevator agent's days are usually quite 
routine, but one day a loaded box car had no 
brakes and it got away on Herman. He rode it 
halfway to Eckville before it stopped. Four or 
five men with poles tried to stop it at Ray 
Walker's, but couldn't. 

Another time to remember was in 1971. After 
25 years of service Herman was presented with a 
gold watch at a party at the Palliser Hotel in 
Calgary, by the Alberta Wheat Pool. Al Kuntz 
was honoured at the same time. 

As I think back, recalling things that 
happened years ago, I can’t believe that it has 
been 24 years since we came to Benalto. 








STEWART, THE PETER FAMILY — by Norma 
jewart 

Twas born as Norma Norton, so my history 
prior to my marriage to Peter Stewart in 1932 is 
covered in the Norton history. 

Peter Stewart was born in Scotland in 1906 
and came to Canada with his parents in 1912. 
After living for a short time in Prince Rupert, 
B.C. they lived on a farm in the Burnt Lake dis 
trict. In 1922, they settled in Evarts where they 
operated the store and post office for many 
years. We have remained closely associated with 
the Evarts people through the years. 

Peter was very fond of animals, particularly 
horses, and started farming at an early age. He 
continued his farming even after moving to 
Benalto in 1944 where he operated the U.G.G. 
elevator for 27 years — until his retirement in 
1971. He prized the warm and lasting friendships 
that he made with his customers while working 
in the elevator. 

After living in the elevator house for 20 years 
we moved it fo the farm, We bullt our present 
home in Benalto. During our years in Benalto we 
were active in various organizations, including 
the Presbyterian Church (Peter served on the 
board of managers), the Agricultural Society (as 
directors) and the Curling Club. We helped with 
the car bingos which were held in the early 1950's 
to help finance the building of the Agricultural 
Barn and the Curling Club. After our barn was 
built in 1949, two dances were held in the loft to 
assist the Baseball Club financially, and all of 
the parking space in Evarts was filled on both oc- 
casions. Peter was also associated with the 
Booster Club, especially in the earlier years, and 
the Boy Scouts’ Parents’ group. Together we en- 
joyed many evenings of square dancing after the 
Club was formed in Benalto. 

Tama charter member of the Royal Purple, a 
member of the Ladies’ Aid, and I helped with the 
4-H Sewing Club, the Brownies, and the Home 
and School Association. I enjoyed a group called 
the “Knitters”, as all the members had small 
children at the’ time, and it was often our only 
night out during the week. Through the years, 
usually accompanied by my sister, Laura, and 














her husband, Bill Holsworth and their family, we 
enjoyed numerous picnics and berry-picking 
trips all through the West Country. Berries were 
more plentiful in the 1920's and early 1930's, 
sometimes covering the ground in a solid mat. 

In 1950, while we were away doing some 
Christmas shopping in Red Deer, a ire started in 
our basement. Luckily the town people were able 
to get the fire out, even though the floor boards 
were partially burned through. 

About the time we were married, Ibelieve the 
prices were at an all-time low. I remember oats 
selling for 6¢ a bushel, butter for 15¢ a pound, and 
milk cows for $15 each. We bought a side of pork 
for $2.00. We received $30 a month for carrying 
the mail to and from Evarts, a job Mr. Simon and 
Peter's father had held for many years previous: 
ly. T resumed teaching in 1961, working as a 
teacher-librarian in Bentley, David Thompson, 
and Eckville, but retired in 1971, when Peter 
retired from the elevator. 








“The Peter Suwart Family, Sune, 977. Back: abe Stewart, Peter 
and Norma Stewart, Norma Jean and Wes Johnston, Rynie and 
Graham Stewart, Mary Hom and Stewart Johaston. From: A. 
fiend, Michelle, Ralph and Jo-Ann Johnston and Leste Horn 


Our first child, Norma Jean, was born while 
we were living In Evarts. She attended school in 
Evarts, Benalto, and Red Deer, then went on to 
the University of Alberta where she obtained her 
. in Pharmacy. She is married to Wes 
Johnston, and they have operated a drug store in 
Edmonton for many years. They have two sons. 
Ralph is married to Joanne Olstad, and is a 
member of the Edmonton City Police Force, 
Stewart, the younger son, {s still at home. 

‘Mary, our second daughter, also born at 
Evarts, graduated from business college in Red 
Deer and is employed in the accounting office of 
the Summit Hotel in Calgary. She was married to 
Ray Horn of Edmonton, and has one daughter, 
Leslie, who is attending high school. 

Isabel, our third daughter, lives at Prince 
George, B.C. and is now employed by Simpson 
Sears, She has training in business education and 














comptometer work. She was married to Murray 
Salsauler. They had a son, Rodney, who passed 
away at an early age. 

Graham, Isabel's twin brother, graduated 
with a B.Sc. and a degree in Education from the 
University of Alberta. He is teaching Art in a 
high school in Edmonton. His wife, the former 
Rynie Versendaal, Is also a teacher, but since the 
birth of their daugher, Laura, has remained at 
home. 

While growing up our children all studied 
music, took part in the Young Peoples Society, 
the 4-H Clubs, and Graham was a Cub and a Boy 
Scout. 


‘TALSON, MATT 

‘Matt Talson was born in Wyoming, U.S.A., in 
1891 and he passed away in 1930. His wife was the 
former Selma Kopsala. She was born in 1892, and 
also died in 1930. 

‘Matt first came to Alberta with his parents in 
1902. When he grew old enough he went back to 
Wyoming to work in the mines. Later he and a 
friend, Elmer Hyvonen, both 17 years of age, 
drove @ covered wagon from Wyoming to Alber: 
ta, When thelr horses became worn out from the 
many days on the road, they traded with the In- 
dians for a team of wild horses. With this team 
they were able to continue on to the Eckville area 
where his parents were living. 

‘Matt filed on a homestead about six miles to 
the north of his parents’ place. Later he sold this 
homestead and bought a quarter section on the 
SEY-17-39-2-W5. 

Of their six children Bill and Oscar are now 
deceased. Frank, John, Elmer, and Ethel are all 
living in British ‘Columbia. There are 18 grand. 
children and 17 great-grandchildren, 

The Matt Talson children were raised by their 
uncle, Mr. Henry Talson, and his wife after the 
death of their parents in'1930, 


THE MATHEW TALSON’S CHILDREN 
William was born in 1913 and died in 1970. 
Frank was born in 1915 and married Hilda 

Ebeltoft in 1946. Their six children were Ray- 

mond, Robert, Arthur, Gordon, Sylvia, and 





“The family of the late Mr. and Mrs. Matt Talson.L.to R. Bl, 
‘rank, Oscar, John, Elmer and Eel 































































George. They have two grandchildren. Frank 
works in a lumber mill and they reside in Co- 
guitlam, B.C. 

Oscar was born in 1917 and died in 1950, 

John was born in 1990. He, also, was married 
in 1945 — to Mary Lardner. They have seven 
children, Arlene (Mrs. A. Gaudet), Janis (Mrs. 
E. Fiolleau), Eric, Leonard, Arnold, Mike and 
Daryl. John has seven grandchildren. He is now 
retired and is living in Coquitlam, B.C. 

Elmer was born in 1925. His’ marriage to 
Lenora Fielding in 1946 made the third marriage 
in the family in that year. They have three 
children, Victor, Donna (Mrs. R. Flemming), 
and Deborah. There are four grandchildren: 
Elmer now owns and operates a trailer court in 
Comox on Vancouver Island, 

Ethel was born in 1928. She married Mel Day 
In 1947. They have two children, Cameron and 
Brenda (Mrs. W. Hanson), and four 
grandchildren. They live on Douglas Island, 
B.C., where they work for the forest industry. 





WUOBIO, ISAAC 

Isaac Wuobio was born in Tornio, Turtola, 
O.L. Finland, in 1866. At the age of 18, Tsaac left 
his native land for Hancock, Michigan, where he 
Worked in the mines. After a few years at Han: 
cock, he travelled west to Butte and worked in 
the mines, 

At Butte, Isaac Wuobio and Olga Karkinen 
‘met and were married November 24, 1891, mak 
ing their home at Red Lodge, Montana. Olga 
Maria Karkinen was born in 1870, at Karstula, 
Vastinkin Kyla, W. L, Finland. Olga left the 
land of her birth also at the age of 18 to go to 
Ironwood, Michigan, where she worked in a 
steam laundry. After a short period of time, she 
moved to Butte, Montana. 

In the year 1895, while they were residing In 
Red Lodge, Montana, their only child, a 
daughter, Emma Pauline was born. 

When Emma was small, the Wuobio family 
moved back to Butte, where Isaac was again 
employed in the mines, but underground work 
caused a crippling rheumatism, and he was ad- 
vised to find something else to do. 

In 1899, Mr. Wuoblo bought the homestead 
rights of W. Koski on a quarter section of land at 
Rolla, North Dakota, and moved his family 
there: Occasionally, he had to go back to the 
mines to earn enough money to run the farm. 

In the early spring of 1902, Isaac read in a Fin- 
nish newspaper that homesteads were plentiful 
near Red Deer, in the North West Territories, 
Canada. 

Tt was April when the farm was sold and a 
neighbor, Mr. Toivanen, took them to 
Cartwright, North Dakota, with a team and 
wagon. By train they went from there to Win- 
nipeg then to Red Deer. 

The first of June that year, Mr. Wuobio 
squatted on a homestead With’ the Medicine 





River running through it. The town of Eckville 
stands on the west side of that land 

‘The season was rainy and mud was 
everywhere. Isaac was not satisfied. He could 
see no future in the country, so he abandoned the 
land he had squatted on, took his family to Red 
Deer, and bought tickets to Winnipeg. Hearing of 
good land to be had around Yorkton, 
Saskatchewan he took his family there. 

With three other men, they hired a livery 
team with a driver, and went in search of land, 
but found that Saskatchewan had an abundance 
of rain, too. After fording two swollen rivers, the 
third one seemed too much for the livery team, 
He asked the men for a $500 bond if his horses 
were to cross that one. That was as far as they 
went. They turned back. 

‘Mr. Wuobio was not satisfied with the land 
there. It was prairie and much like what he had 
left in North Dakota. There was no bush, and the 
water had to be hauled for two miles. 

Going back to Yorkton, where Mrs. Wuoblo 
and Emma were staying in a hotel, he took them. 
back to Winnipeg, After staying there two weeks, 
they decided to go back to Finland 

Upon going to the station in Winnipeg, they 
met personal friends, en route for Alaska, who 
advised them that they would not like Finland, 
So, once more they returned to the west. 

When they arrived back in Calgary, heavy 
rains had washed out the C.P.R, tracks between 
there and Red Deer. When the tracks were 
repaired, they resumed their journey to Red 
Deer where they bought a teani of horses from 
Mr. Peterson (the father of Mrs. Reg. Whyte) 
and a new wagon. 

‘They started back to the land they had aban. 
doned, but found that in their absence it had been 
taken up by Mr. Kauppi. 

‘Their new wagon loaded with trunks and 
other articles needed at the homestead, the 
Wuobios found travel very slow, and progressed 
only 12 miles the first day, due to muddy roads, 





‘Wuobio's Homestead cabin, 1910 








‘The next day they got as far as the Salmonson 
home, now owned by the Andersons. 

Mr. Wuobio finally sueceeded in locating 
available land on the SE 12-39.3W5, two miles 
north of Benalto. 

Staying at the Salmonson home while getting 
settled, they made the acquaintance of three 
men — Mr. Gust Hill, Mr. Henry Lund and Mr. 
Matt Harju, who helped them build the 
homestead cabin. Red Deer, 25 miles away, was 
the closest town where building material could 
be obtained. There, they bought their first two 
cows and a heifer. 

While struggling through the construction of 
their homestead home, shelter for nights was 
made by turning the wagon box upside dow. 
‘The cooking was done on a new stove erected 
near by. 

In July, they moved into the new cabin which 
had no floor, no door and no windows, and little 
Emma often cried because of mosquito bites. 
‘The mosquitoes were thick and vicious in those 
days. 

Later that summer, the Wuobios bought a 
haying outfit from Red Deer as well as a four 
week old pig from a settler in the Burnt Lake 
District. On their return, while the team of 
horses were feeding, they found the pig had 
made a hole in the bottom of the jute sack and 
disappeared into the woods. The chase proved 
unsuccessful. Later they learned that the pig had 
wandered to a settler’s place, been taken home, 
raised and slaughtered making for a very 
delicious Christmas dinner for the finders. 

‘The first winter the homesteaders cut logs 
and had them sawed at a new mill located two 
miles north of home on SW 19-39-2-W5. 

By now, other new settlers were coming in, 
and Mr. Wuobio helped to locate them on 
homesteads and many times acted as interpreter 
at the land office. 

New people arriving always found room to 
sleep in the 16° x 16" Wuobio cabin. Hay was often 
spread on the floor for beds. The family made 
their home in this homestead cabin from 1902 to 
1912, 

‘The following summer Mr. Wuobio and Mr. A. 
Hubtala cut hay on the school land near by. Mr. 
Huhtala had a horse and an ox, and Mr. Wuobio 
had a team to pull the mower. Mrs, Wuobio 
raked the hay with a single horse rake, Mrs, 
Huhtala helped stack it 

‘The children played by the wagons while the 
men and women made long stacks of hay for 
winter use and to sell to other homesteaders. 

‘A walking plough was bought during the first 
years. Clearing the land was a slow, back: 
breaking business, for it was done by hand; there 
were no bulldozers or tractors then. Men’s 
muscles and horsepower provided the energy for 
the job. Many tiring hours of labor were needed 
to clear a small field. The first grain crops were 
usually oats and barley. When the crop was ripe, 
it was cut with a mower, tled by hand into 

















sheaves, and threshed by hand with a home 
made flail 

A neighbor, Mrs. Olson, and her daughter 
walked three miles, helped thresh the grain, then 
carried some of it home for their chickens. 


By 1906, a horse-powered threshing outfit, 
owned by Mr. Kingsep of Eckville, threshed for 
the homesteaders. Later came steam-powered 
threshing machines, owned by the Langer 
brothers, A. Kinnunen and I. Hyvonen. 


By 1912, they had prospered to the extent that 
they could afford to build the comfortable frame 
house which the family lived in until recent 
years, 

In 1916, Emma was married to Mr. Eino 
Niemela, a young Finnish immigrant who had 
assisted the Wuoblos with the spring and fall 
work several times. The wedding performed by 





Mr. and Mrs. Issac Wuobio and daughter Emma and thse cate 
in 198, 


the Rev. Andrew Harju took place in the Young 
Peoples’ Hall. 

Further progress resulted from the years of 
conscientious work, and by 1919, Isaac Wuoblo, 
together with his’ son-in-law,’ were able to 
purchase more land, SW 7-39.2-W5 from Mr. 
Bittner. These lands have been the centre of the 
family’s farming operation ever since. 

‘Mrs. Wuobio passed away Oct. 30, 1918, a vic- 
tim of the influenza epidemic, and Mr. Wuobio in 
1922 at the age of 56 years. Both are buried in the 
Kuusamo Cemetery. 











WUORI, MATT 

‘Matt’ and Bill Wuorl came to the community 
from Massachusetts in 1914 after a few years of 
mining in the United States. While they es- 
tablished the homestead, Matt's wife, Alexan- 
dra, and two daughters, Hilja and Jean, returned 
to Wassa. Aly (as she was called) opened up a 
dry goods shop while she waited for Matt to get 
the homestead established. Then in 1915 she im- 





















migrated to Canada. As this was during World 
War I they were accosted by a German ship. The 
captain of the passenger vessel quickly had all 
the women and children appear on the deck to 
show the Germans that they were not on a 
warship and at the very last moment the Ger. 
man ship turned around and left. 


After the initial shock of arriving in the mid. 
dle of “nowhere”” Mother soon adapted to the 
new way of life. She was very fond of animals 
and gave names to all the cows. One thing that 
bothered her were the hawks that attacked her 
chickens. Matt had told her to shoot at them but 
did not show her how to use a gun, However, one 
day Mother picked up the 22 rifle, went outside, 
aimed into the sky (supposedly at the hawks), 
closed her eyes and pulled the trigger. Needless 
to say she never hit the hawk. 

Six more children were born to the Wuori 
family. After Hilja and Jean came the first set of 
twins, Hans and Margaret. Then came Roland, 
Alma’and last but not least, another set of twins, 
‘Thelma and Violet. This kept Dad busy building 
sleighs and skis, as well as kicking sleighs. All 
the children attended Melita and Kuusamo 
schools. 


Dr. Backus, who was the area doctor, called 
first to see Mother as he would have her accom: 
pany him on his visits to the sick. She also went 
on her own to help sick children and elderly peo- 
ple. Her medical knowledge was passed on to her 
by her mother who was a doctor in Wassa, 
Finland. Mother was a victim of the 1918-1919 flu 
‘Their son, Roland, was born at that time and she 
barely recovered from the ordeal. She lost all her 
hair which was auburn in color and curly, but 
when it eventually grew back it was grey 


Social activities took place in the Elspeth 
Community Hall where Mother contributed to 











‘The Wouti Family. Alexandra, Matt holding Roland, Hija and 
Uncle Bll Wuod. Hans and Margaret infront. 
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some of the musical programs by singing 
operatic numbers. When dances were held the 
whole family attended. The younger members 
were usually put to sleep on the back stage while 
the parents and children kicked up their heels in 
polkas, the schottische and Scandinavian 
waltzes. 

Plenies were held during the summer on the 
shores of Sylvan Lake with several families par- 
ticipating. Men folks did the fishing while the 
women prepared fish mulligan and other 
goodies. ‘The youngsters enjoyed playing in 
the water and the boys usually climbed trees 
looking for crows’ eggs. 

‘The area had its share of hail and dust 
storms. One hall storm in particular had every 
member of the family holding feather pillows 
against the windows fo Keep them trom break- 
ing, Margaret and Alma got lost in a blizzard 
walking home from Benalto, Mother, Dad and 
neighbors set out with lanterns to look for them. 
Finally Dad came through the open field in two 
feet of snow and found Margaret carrying Alma 
plggy-back. Both suffered frostbite on their 
knees. 

Five of Matt and Alexandra Wuorl's family 
served In the Armed Services in World War II. 
Hans served in the Navy, Roland in the Army, 
Alma in the Air Force, and the twins Violet and 
‘Thelma in the Army. Also two grandchildren, 
George and Ronnie Staudinger, served in the Air 
Force and Navy respectively. 

All the children married and had families of 
their own. 

Matt Wuori passed away in 1958, his wife in 
1959, their son, Roland, in 1957 and their 
daughter, Hilja, in 1960. The remaining 
members of the family are located as follows: 
Jean Rich and Margaret Downs in Calgary, 
Alberta; Hans in Rossland, British Columbia: 
Alma Strachan in Victoria, British Columbia; 
‘Thelma Fertich in Montrose, British Columbia 
and Violet Lund in Vancouver, British Columbia, 





WYLIE, WILLIAM LEMUEL — by Orrin and 
Iva Wylie 

William Lemuel Wylie was born in 
Williamsberg, Ontario in 1865, leaving for Post 
Falls, Idaho, in his early teens where he married 
Nettie Mae Hite. They lived for eight years at 
Hauser Lake, in the Spokane Area, where the 
first of their family was born. 


In 1901 he came to Central Alberta and filed 
on a homestead in the Burnt Lake area, return- 
ing to Idaho for his family. They travelled by 
train to Red Deer, N.W.T., sending thelr 
belongings, plus four head of cattle, two head of 
horses and two wagons in a box car. Upon arriv- 
ing in Red Deer, they lived in “Government 
House’, in the present Windsor Hotel, a 
residence for early settlers. They lived there the 
summer of 1902 and later that fall moved by 
wagon to their homestead. 

















William Lemuel was noted for his athletic 
abilities. During their stay at Government House 
he proved his athletic ability by winning foot 
races, kicking contests (to see who could kick 
their leg the highest). He was about six feet two 
inches tall, and could kick four inches forwards 
and backwards above his head. He was an ardent 
hunter and marksman, winning a 12 gauge 
Winchester shot gun in a contest in the States. 

On a trip west to look over the country, Mr. 
Wylie saw some land he liked better and so gav 
up the first homestead and filed on NE 26-38-3-W5 
Where he farmed till passing away on March, 
1942. Before taking the NE 14 of 26, Lemuel came 
out to inspect it and noticed that there were hay 
stacks under water, belonging to Slack & 
Younge. Despite this, it meant that hay was 
readily available for his stock so the homestead 
was taken. 

Until the subdivision of the School Districts, 
about 1905, this land was considered to be in the 
Evarts District, since Evarts was the closest 
post office and shopping area. 

At the time of settling on his homestead none 
of the land was under cultivation, but there was 
about 25 acres of natural hay flats. The rest of 
the quarter was cleared by hand using an axe 
and a team of oxen. 

The first house built on the homestead was 
constructed from logs cleared off the farm. The 
roof was built from rough lumber purchased 
from Dan Clausen’s sawmill which, at that time, 
‘was located on the present farm of Chris Ander: 
son. The roof itself consisted of two layers of 
lumber with tar paper between. There was no 
chimney and roof fires were frequent. The house 
itself contained a combined sitting-room and 
kitchen and a bedroom on the main floor, and 
two bedrooms on the second floor. The house was 
constructed by Will Witt, a Cherokee Indian from 
Oklahoma, in 1902. 

Some of the earliest nelghbors in the area 
were Slack and Young, who had a cattle ranch 
where Norman Wells now lives, and the Witt 
family, who lived on some of Carl Jensen's pres- 
ent land 

During his early years Mr. Wylle saw log 
drives coming down the Medicine River, 
originating in the Leedale area and going to the 
sawmill in Red Deer. He remembered a water- 
powered flour mill breaking loose and floating 
down the river, until caught in the corral of the 
Smith Brothers Ranch, south of Evarts. As the 
water rose, it took the side out of the corral and 
the mill continued on as far as Red Deer. The 
mill belonged to Kinna Brothers, who lived on 
the riverbank on the land now owned by Les 
Kind, 

In or around 1908 a dust storm unexpectedly 
blew up and some of the Wylie children were 
caught out in it. They sought refuge in a hog 
house, but the wind was so strong that it lifted the 
roof off and scattered it in pieces over the field 

‘Mr. Wylie was believed to have had the first 























riding plow, known as the “Flying Dutchman”, 
which he brought with him from the States. Jack 
Worwick had the first Chev touring car in or 
around 1915 or 1916. Mr. Warren, an elevator 
agent at Benalto had the first radio. Mr. Warren 
invited Mr. Wylie and his brother over to listen to 
the radio one evening, but they had to return 
several times because the reception was so poor. 
‘They stated that they wouldn't believe it until 
they heard it. This happened around 1924. The 
first horse-drawn threshing machine was owned 
by Robert Wilson. This machine was powered by 
eleven horses. The crew consisted of five men. 
‘There was one man pitching bundles from the 
stack, one man feeding the machine, two men 
taking the straw away and piling it and one 
driver. The capacity of this machine was about 
three hundred bushels a day. Pederson, from the 
Burnt Lake district, is believed to have had the 
first steam threshing machine, about 1906 or 
1907. The crew consisted of seven men. There 
was one separator man, one water hauler, one 
steam engineer, and four pitchers, pitching from 
the stack. A lot of time was spent lining up the 
machine when moving it from stack to stack 
‘The machine was pulled from farm to farm by 
two teams of oxen. The first gramophone was 
owned by the Smith Brothers. They held a social 
In the Evarts School in the early 1900's so 
everyone could hear it, and the social was well 
attended. The first train from Red Deer to Rocky 
Mountain House was in 1914. Two days were re- 
quired to make the round trip, 

For entertainment the people would visit 
back and forth for card games. There were a 
number of socials of one kind or another to raise 
funds for Christmas parties for the youngsters of 
the community. Later on, the people had rodeos 
at their farms — usually on a Sunday — to test or 
prove their riding ability. Arthur Kinna was 
noted for his musical talent and supplied the 
music for all the social gatherings. He was 
entered in many violin contests across Canada. 
‘There was an annual pienic at Evarts, which in 
cluded horse racing, sports, and novelty events. 
This was a real treat to look forward to each 
year. 

On Christmas Eve, 1883, William Wylie was 
married to Nettie Mae Hite. She was born in 1869 
in Des Moines, Iowa, U.S.A. As a young child she 
moved with her parents to Post Falls, Idaho. Mr. 
and Mrs. Wylie had five children born in the 
United States before coming to Canada. Nettie 
Mae died on February 8, 1936. In all, Mr. and 
Mrs. Wylie had eleven children, two of whom, 
James and Elsie, are now deceased. 

Mary Ellen married Monroe Peter Carlyle 
and had the following children: James, Jenny 
May, Harry and Steven. Pete Carlyle passed 
away in 1970, but Ella still lives on the farm in 
the Happy Hill district. 

Margaret Viola married Max Lightbown and 
had the following children: Edward, Lillian, 
Elsie (now deceased), Robert (Bud), Darlene, 























David, Viola and Max retired and resided in 
Sylvan Lake, Alberta, but after Max passed 
away in 1971 Margaret Viola moved to Ab- 
botsford, B.C. where she is now living. 

Robert Lemuel married Buelah Omstead and 
had the following children: Sheila, Patrick, 
Florence, John, and Carolyn. Robert and Buelah 
are retired and reside at Toulmne, California, 
USA. 

William Orrin married Iva Christie and they 
had the following children: Harvey, Patricia, 
Robert (deceased), Carolyn, Elaine and Arlene. 
Orrin and Iva reside on the William Lemuel 
homestead near Benalto, Alberta. 

John Wesley married Mae Hunter and had the 

following children: Kenneth, Lucy Mae and 
Margaret. John and Mae reside at Iroquois, On 
tario where John Is retired. 
Nancy Irene married Theodore Bardwell and 
their children are: Kenneth, Joyce and Alice 
They resided at Benalto where Theodore was 
employed at a lumber yard until his death. Irene 
then married Rudy Rasmussen and had the 
following additional children: Ronald, Daniel, 
Shirley and Loyal. Irene and Rudy are retired 
and now reside at Abbotsford, B.C. 

Hilda Lenora married Henry Monteith. Their 
children are Florence, Marian, Donald, Diana, 
Robert, Orrin, Neil, Norma, Betty and Sharon. 
Hilda and Henry reside on their farm at High 
Prairie, Alberta. 

Ida May married Stewart Meeres and had the 
following children: Murray and Lyle. Ida and 
Stewart live in Red Deer, where Stewart is 
employed In real estate. 

Ernest Oliver married Violet Cairns and had 
the following children: Lionel, David, Sandra 
and Pauline. They reside on their farm at 
Lougheed, Alberta. 








WYLIE, WI 
Wylie 

William Orrin, born March 19, 1900 in Post 
Falls, Idaho, came to Canada with’his parents in 
1902 to live'on his father’s homestead west of 
Benalto. In 1906 Orrin started school, walking 
three miles across country to Melita School. His 
first teacher was the late Mrs. Oswald Forhan. 
On his first Christmas concert he remembers a 
neighbour coming to take the family with team 
and sleigh, driving right across fences, as the 
snow was so deep and hard. In the summer he 
remembers walking to Evarts to exchange eggs 
and butter for groceries and to collect their mail. 
It was necessary to use a boat to cross the river. 

As Orrin grew older he and his sisters spent 
much of their winter hunting and trapping, often 
catching between two and three hundred 
muskrats and weasels, He remembers driving 
horses or a team of oxen to dances. He later 
raised a number of horses and cattle, and often 
‘on a Sunday the folks of the district would gather 
at the Wylie farm for a stampede, picking out the 
best buckers for the Benalto Stampede. 


LLIAM ORRIN — by Orrin and Iva. 
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On February 2, 1940 William Orrin married 
Iva Christie. In 1942, after taking over the home 
farm following his ‘father’s death, Orrin was 
hailed out one hundred percent but’ managed to 
salvage green feed for the stock. In the spring of 
1943 there was one of the worst floods in the coun: 
try. The Wylies had to wade, in water one and a 
half feet deep, to the hog houses to rescue newly. 
born pigs. On April 1, 1948, there was a bad bliz- 
zard, the temperature 30 degrees below zero, and 
the snow so deep and hard one could reach over 
the telephone lines on what is now the Number 11 
highway. The highway was impassable for over 
a week, the only vehicles mobile being Skoc- 
dopole’s ‘‘cats”, removing snow. In the spring of 
1948 there was’ another flood on the Medicine 
River. In 1945 Orrin changed from horse-drawn 
machinery to power machinery. The telephone 
‘was put in in 1946, and in 1956 electric power was 
installed. Iva Catherine (Christie) Wylle was 
born at Jenner, Alberta, where she went to 
school for two years.’ Her father was a 
veterinarian. Then the family left for Viking 
where Iva attended Ribstone Hill and Phillys, a 
school near Viking. Iva worked at various homes 
In Turner Valley, Stauffer, and Benalto before 
getting married. 

Of the children of William Orrin and Iva, all 
were born in Eckville. Harvey attended school at 
Benalto and continued by taking a year at SAIT. 
He spent quite a few years driving “cats” on con- 
struction work. He married Sheila Kalaputas in 
1962 and their two children are Becky and Stacy. 
‘They presently have a quarter of land three 
miles east of the Dovercourt Hall, where they 
raise Quarter and Appaloosa horses. Harvey 
works for the Alberta Gas Trunk Lines and 
Sheila works for the RCMP as a secretary. 

Patricia Ella took her schooling at Benalto 
and afterwards worked at the Eckville Hospital 
and at the Eckville Co-op, as well as working at 
the Eckville Dairy Pool Creamery. In 1961 
Patricla married Ronald Kind and they live ina 
traller on the Norman Well’s farm. Ron Is a 
water well driller, and works for Roy Forrester. 
Ron also, during his spare time, helps Norman 
Wells on his farm. Patricla and Ron have two 
girls, Cindy Patricia and Rhonda Gall. 

Robert David lost his life in an accident in 
1967. 

Carolyn Mary Mae also took her schooling at 
Benalto. After leaving school she worked in the 

ckville Co-op for about two years and then 
worked for some time at the Central Alberta 
Dairy Pool. Carolyn married Wayne Oberne and 
they are now living in Kamloops, B.C., where 
they manage the Trans-Canada Gulf Ol! Station. 
‘They worked for some time in Eckville before 
leaving for British Columbia, Wayne working at 
the Revelstoke Lumber Yard. Carolyn and 
Wayne have two children — Tammy and Trevor. 

Elaine Ruth received her education in 
Benalto and Eckville then went to work in the 
Imperial Bank in Eckville. Later she was 























transferred to various branches of the bank in 
Alberta and British Columbia, and also worked 
as receptionist and pay roll clerk at St. Francis 
Hospital in Nelson, B.C. for three years. At pres- 
ent she Is bookkeeper for Shell Ol Company in 
Kamloops, B.C. 

Arlene’ Joan attended school at Benalto, 
Sylvan Lake, and Kamloops, B.C. She also spent 
a brief time at Red Deer College. After leaving 
school Arlene worked at varlous jobs, but, being 
much younger than the rest of the family, has not 
yet decided upon a career. 


LOGGING AND WOODCUTTING 
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AINSWORTH, KELSA WADDELL (BILL) 

Born September 18, 1907, Bill Ainsworth came 
to the Leedale area in April 1933. He worked 
some time for O. B. Moore operating a breaking 
plow, helping to break up many acres of land in 
the Leedale area. Bill was also handy with tools 
and did a lot of mechanic work in the area for the 
farmers. In the spring of 1941 he purchased the 
SW 27-41-3.W5, a raw C.P.R. quarter. 

Ernest Morlock came out the spring of 1942 
and worked with Bill until August. They both 
returned to the Big Valley district where Bill 
married Ernest's sister, Ruby, in August, 1942, 

Bill and Ruby lived at Benjamin part of two 
summers, 1943 and 1944, Stewart, their eldest, 
was born’in the Rimbey Hospital. 

In August of 1944 they moved to Byemore, 
‘They were blessed with four more sons, Max, 
Allen, Marvin and Merlyn (twins). They raised 
their ‘family on a farm, where Bill and Ruby 
retired, turning the work over to Max. Bill 
passed’ away July 6, 1975, and is buried at 
Byemore. 

Ruby resides on the farm with Max, Stewart 
resides in Sangudo, Allen in Fort McMurray, 
Marvin in Calgary and Merlyn in Edmonton, 

Bill was always kind and thoughtful, helping 
anyone any way he could. 


Bill Ainsworth 





“For the smallest baby (two pounds and a few 
ounces) ever born there and having lived only 
because his father gave him brandy after the 
Doctor gave up, and later said he could never 
stand hard work, Bill did manage to live thru’ a 
good many years of just that. 


THE BENJAMIN GET-TOGETHER CLUB 

The club started in February 1945 with 16 
members, which in the next few months became 
30 members. The first meeting was held when 
Isobel Guest invited us to her home to start a 
social club. We had a membership fee of 25 cents 
and 10 cents for tea. We retained these fees until 
1973, when we raised them a litle. 

‘The first officers were: Mrs. von Tettenborn 
as president, Mrs. J. Layton vice-president, Mrs. 
J. Wingate’ secretary and Mrs. C. Land as 
reporter to the Rimbey Record. At the fourth 
meeting we assumed responsibility for the an 
nual plenic and the Christmas entertainment. 
From that time on we assumed more duties to 
assist the community. Three entertainment 
groups were chosen, these would provide enter- 
tainment for the month, also wood for the fire. 
Some very good enterfainments were put on. 
‘Mrs. F. Vipond was especially good at writing lit: 








Get Together Cub. Back row left to right: Gertie Fizor, Ida 
Ferguson, Dorothy Laye, Mrs. C. Land, Mrs. C. Hopper, Mr. 
Maddock, Ms. F. Wingate, Mrs, C. Bakke, Ada Taylor, Ads 


Wingate, Ann Thoma, Isobel Guest, Clyde Both, Mrs. Mogensen, 
(Georgie Taper, Mis. von Teteaborn, and Dora Wineate 











tle plays and Mrs. C. Pierson provided a lot of 
costumes. 

The “Get-togethers” believed In_ getting 
together, in spite of weather or roads. There are 
several’ stories of getting to those early 
meetings: Like the time Mr. Bakke hitched a two 
wheeled wagon to an old tractor and headed for a 
meeting at Beryl Layton’s, picking up club mem. 
bers and their children on the way, until they 
were hanging on at all angles. There was the 
day it was muddy (and very little gravel) for a 
meeting at Molly Oborne’s. Margaret Mogensen 
took her rubber tired wagon, a couple of horses 
and a lot of club members. We got to the meeting 
in fine style, but It must have rained during the 
afternoon, because on the way home we all took 
off our shoes and had a perfectly hilarious time 
helping to push the wagon up the hills. Such 
mud! Clydie Both used to pull her youngest up 
the long hill in a little wagon to get to some of the 
meetings and Clara and Beryl Layton remember 
going to a meeting at Alma von Tettenborn's 
with their young children in a Bennet Wagon and 
team of horses and spending a couple of hours 
on the way home, because one of the horses just 
lay down in the road and refused to move. Nels 
Mogensen came to the rescue that day with a 
team and pulled the balky one up. The men co- 
operated wonderfully in the bad winter weather 
by taking their wives to the meetings. Quite often 
they would stay and visit with the man of the 
house for the afternoon 

During the war we sent parcels to the boys of 
the community who were in the armed forces 
and at the end of the war we put on a banquet in 
their honor. 

When the schools were centralized and the 
children were bused to Eckville, the community 
decided to buy the school for a community hall 
‘The club was willing to take over the respon. 
sibility of running it, but the government 
wouldn't have It, they didn’t think ladies clubs 
were noted for a very long life. 

For our 25th anniversary we had a pot luck 
inner at the home of Mrs. H. Land with an an- 
niversary cake decorated by Mrs. J. Wingate. 
We also celebrated with a party at the hall. We 
invited all the former members that we could 
and put on a program with skits and plays that 
we had used in the earlier years. 

In Canada's Centennial year we held a pot 
luck dinner and picnic. We invited former pupils, 
teachers and anyone who had lived in the com: 
munity. Approximately 120 people joined in the 
festivities and everyone reported a good time. 

‘There are only three members left of the 
original club — Mrs. J. Layton, Mrs. J. Wingate 
and Mrs. H. Land. Fourteen of the original 
members are now dead — Mrs. C. Land, Mrs. F. 
Wingate, Mrs. E. B, Guest, Mrs. C. Plerson, Mrs. 
C. Bakke, Mrs.'R. Maddock, Mrs. F. Vipond, 























Mrs. W. Scott, Mrs. G. Misner, Mrs. R. Naylor, 
‘Mrs. A. "Taylor, Mrs. 
and Mrs 





S. Kraft, Mrs. J. C. Hopper 
P. McTighe. ‘At present the 











membership is the smallest that it has ever been, 
so many have left the district. There are only 
twelve of us now but we still look forward to the 
meetings and don't have any problems getting to 
them any more, 


BENJAMIN SCHOOL DISTRI 
‘Mary Kilpatrick 

When the first settlers came to this district it 
was a virgin land, trails were nonexistent, trees 
had to be felled by hand and cleared away to let 
the teams of oxen and horses pulling thelr heavy 
loads of possessions through and then only to be 
stopped by a swamp or muskeg. In summer 
these trails usually followed the high land and 
when winter came then could the swamps be 
crossed when they became a vast, snowy frozen 
waste land. Our district has been blessed with 
many settlers who filed on their homesteads still 
remaining in the families up to five generations 
later. There are the Lands, the Hoppers, the 
Taylors, the Wingates, the Layes, the Porters 
(now Shorrocks) the Laytons, the Frasers, the 
Boyers and Johnsmans (now the A. Kilpatricks 
and Dave Kilpatricks). This district when It was 
first formed Included sections 36, 25, 24, and 13 in 
41-4-W5. Later on these sections were deleted and 
Part went to Leedale and part to Gimlet districts. 

When these first settlers came into the dis. 
trict their closest railroad and town, Lacombe, 
which was 40 miles away to the east and our 
province was then known as the North West 
Territories. 

In 1906 a group of homesteaders got together 
to organize a school district and the first school 
board members were, Frank Benjamin, George 
‘Taylor and Duncan’ Layton. Frank Wingate 
donated land for the school site at the NW corner 
of 20-41-3-W5. Part of the building material was 
hauled from Lacombe by George Taylor and his 
team of mules. The school was built in 1907 with 
Link Boyer and Frank Benjamin as carpenters 
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Benjamin School Left to right: Teacher Muriel Craig, George 
Guest, Anna Liner, Mildred Mottt, Edith Guest. Second fow: Ray 
Motte, Herb Land, Margorie Wihers, Glen Taylor. Third row 
Frank Johosman J, Ade Land, Lora Lave, Mae Taylor, Sid 
Hoppe, Laurie Layton. Kneeling: Jim Wingate, Jessie Lay, Alice 
Land and Mary Johnsman, 



























































‘School opened in 1908 with Duncan Layton as the 
first teacher. Some of the first pupils were: Er- 
nie, Fred, Ralph, Gene and Eva Benjamin (Eva 
much preferred to be called Evangeline as she 
liked the name much better than Eva), Ethel, 
Hazel and Shelby Taylor. As Frank Benjamin 
had the most children going to school it was 
decided that the name of Benjamin be given to 
the district and school. In 1910 Frank Benjamin 
moved away leaving the school in a precarious 
position with not enough children to get a grant. 
This plagued the district for quite a number of 
years. During this period school was held only 
half time. School in the early days was held 
mostly in the summer months as cold and dis. 
tance made it to risky to send children to school 
in the winter. As was customary in all the dis- 
trlets the school was not only a place of learning 
but also the hub of community life there were 
card parties, dances, church, picnics, political 
meetings and elections. There was the most im- 
portant occasion of the year, the Christmas 
Concert with its hours of preparation when the 
children got up on the stage and performed their 
recitations, songs and plays to the best of their 
ability. Each and every one of the teachers 
would put in many long hours getting costumes 
and props ready for that night. On this special 
night the school would be overflowing with 
parents, children and friends. One thing that 
amazed me was the huge amount of Christmas 
treats that were bagged up for all the children 
who came from within the district as well as 
those who came from other districts. Times were 
hard when these homesteaders were trying to 
get started farming and there was not much ex. 
fra cash to be had but every child went home 
clutching their little bag of goodies. 

It would not be fitting not to mention the 
wonderful teachers who put up with so many 
hardships in those days. ‘They were a special 
breed of people who came out to these isolated 
frontiers to teach. There was no teacherage at 
the Benjamin School, so they either had to ride, 
drive or walk to school every day from the home 
where they were boarding. Many of the teachers 
would take the children on nature walks through 
the woods, along the creek or up on top of “old 
Baldy”. In 1935 when Mr. Dowling was teaching 
one of the highlights of that era were our softball 
games. Every chance Mr. Dowling got he would 
let the children out to practice ball. He entered 
our school in the Central Alberta Softball Tour- 
nament at Lacombe. The children from Ben: 
jamin put on a very good showing and their last 
game was against a town team. This team from 
town figured they had it in the bag when they saw 
the country bumpkins they had to play against. 
As it turned out the town Kids found out that those 
bumpkins were no push over and we won the cup 
for Central Alberta. The cup was a coveted 
possession of the Benjamin school children for 
that year. 

In the southeast corner of the Benjamin 





District is a large hill that is known as “Old 
Baldy”. The road to Eckville used to wind 
around the east and south side of this hill. In 
winter it would become as Icy and slippery as a 
skating rink and it was a challenge to either go 
up or down, The mud in the summer season was 
just as bad to have to contend with. Baldy in the 
early days was noted for Its snakes and I’m sure 
that when fall came that every snake in the coun 
try for miles around went up on the hill to hiber 
nate. Then in the month of May on a warm day if 
you should have gone up there the ground would 
be litterly crawling with the serpents. John 
Archer built a home on the hill in the early days 
but he never lived there too long. Why he left is 
not known, perhaps all those snakes were not to 
thelr liking as his home was situated close to the 
top of Baldy. When the trees were not as tall as 
now, it was one of the most scenic areas in the 
district. When you looked across the valley to the 
southwest you could see the Medicine Valley 
with all its Settlers’ homes, fields of golden grain, 
the autumn colours the distant purple hills and in 
the far distance the majestic Rocky Mountains. 








Benjamin School 1983, Left to ight: Billy Tenaant, Laverne 
Hancher, ny, Wingate, Gordon Willams, Margaret McTavish 
Midale tow: Kennith Mogensen, Benny Kraft, Phyllis Hancher, 
Sally Cummings, Byrdlla Teyor, Mary Wingate, Marie Ervin, RUDY 
Guest, Front ow: Joan Wingate, is von Tetenborn, Bernaid yon 
‘Tettenborn, Maxie Taylor, Pat'Hancher. In fron, toy atplanes 
sade bythe boys. 


‘The years that Benjamin District was in the 
Rocky Division is not known but it was in when 
Mrs. Alma von Tettenborn was teaching the 
term of 1942 and 1943. Irene Wingate was doing 

janitor work at the school and they ran out of 
vood so they used up some old broken chairs or 
anything else they could get hold of that would 
burn and when this supply of wood ran out they 
went over to Wingates and finished the day of 
school there. The school districts were as hard 
up as the people, first there was the depression 
and then the war so there was little extra money 











to be had. One day in 1945 a car drove into the 
school yard with horn blaring and a Union Jack 
flying from the radiator cap and a young man by 
the name of Jim Wingate was yelling “The war is 
over, the war is over”. That was a day Mrs. 
Tettenborn recalls there was a holiday for all the 
pupils in the school. 

Later on the Lacombe Municipality took over 
the district and in 1949 they bought a school 
house from Blackfalds and moved it three 
quarters of a mile east on Sid Hopper’s land. The 
old school was put up for bids and Alfred 
Kilpatrick bought it and moved it to the farm 
where it is still in use to this day. The property 
where the old school stood was bought back by 
Jim Wingate before it could be returned to the 
Wingate homestead. 

The following list of teachers has been com- 
piled from the memories of some of our district's 
residents and former teachers. They may not be 
in the order they taught and it Is with regret 
should any be missed. Mr. D. M. Layton, Mr 
Fawis, Mr. Marsh, Miss Flo Johnston, Miss 
Kingsep, Mr. Trenholme, Mr. MacDonald, Miss 
Sestrap, Miss M. Craig, Miss E. Edmonds, Miss 
E. Tona, Miss O. Heffren, Miss E, Smith, Mr. 
Wm. Fraser, Mr. E. Dowling, Miss B. Wallace, 
Miss E. Hyde, Miss M. Ross, Mrs. Alma von Tet” 
tenborn, Mr. E. Ingram, Mr. E. Dahms, Miss S. 
Peterson, Miss I. Hunt. Supervisors at about the 
year starting 1946 were Miss I. Johnson, Miss N 
Bakke, Mrs. Dora Wingate, and Miss Jean Bed. 
does. The teachers who taught in the new school 
were Mrs. Helen Newman, Mr. W. Saunders, and 
Miss D. Dobbs. 

About 20 years ago the Anglican Church held 
services in the school and at that time there also 
was an undenominational Sunday School held 
too. The school was closed in 1954 and the com- 
munity bought it for a community centre and the 
children were bused to Eckville. 

In September of 1953 a small feeder bus was 
used to bus the children from the west and north 
end of the district to the big bus. These two buses 
met at Herb Land’s corner. A. Hancher took on 
the job of driving the small bus but soon turned it 
over to his son Laverne. Laverne drove this bus 
for several years. There was a break in between, 
when Gene Lazzer took over busing the children 
to school. Then the county bought the buses and 
they hired Laverne to drive the feeder bus again. 
‘The first year that the buses ran in the Benjamin 
District there was no such thing as roads. There 
Was no gravel on any side roads and in some 
places there were no roads. In 1955 our counselor 
Alfred Haarstad put In 13 miles of roads in three 
weeks. What a wonderful change to not have to 
pull our cars out by tractor to a main road to get 
to town, Very little has been done to these roads 
since except for grading and gravelling. There is 
now a paved road that goes through the district 
from north to south and is in about the middle of 
the district. It is Secondary Highway No, 766. 

















‘This is a list of the very first homesteaders In 
the Benjamin District on whom there has been 
no history available. All these people lived at one 
time within township 41-3-W5. Thanks must be 
given to the Provincial Archives of Alberta from 
whom this information was obtained. Please 
note that only the sections are mentioned not the 
quarter sections and that the year also is men- 
tioned. 

Section 14 

John B. Mincke 1906, L. K. Frichey 1905, Wm. 
‘Malcolm 1906, Malcolm Fraser 1905, Andrew 
Dutf 1907. 

Section 15 

Hy Castleman 1908, Olaf Walin 1908, Axel West 
ing 1908, 

Section 16 

Andrew Duff 1906, John Cameron 1907, Scott 
Willet 1912, S, Lehn 1908, Harry Storer 1906, Mrs. 
Richer 1911, E. Teets 1908, 

Section 18 

Alex J. McDougall 1906, John McNab 1907, 








Phineas S. Dunham 1911, ‘Clement V. Chasson, 
Henry O'Neill 1907, Ed ‘Eiverson 1905, Frank 
Mottet 1908. 
Section 20 


Herman Hoppell 1906, Philip McLennan 1906. 
Section 22 

J. M. Fraser 1905, M. C. Smith 

Section 26 

Ray W. Shofer 1907. 

Section 28 

William Ralph Palson 1907, Bernard Olson 1908, 
George Allen Flack 1906, Mathias C. Kessinger 
1008, Will Gottschalk 1905. 

Section 30 

L. A. Benjamin 1905, Edward Archer 1907, R. 
Frank Benjamin 1905, 0, 0. Archer. 

Section 32 

Geo. J. Coly 1906, High Gannon 1905, Tho Arthur 
Austin’ 1907. 

Robt. F. Bond 1906, Frank Hewitt 1907, 

‘This summarizes all the history that has been 
obtainable of our district. I hope that the readers 
will bear with me as I know there are perhaps 
mistakes as to events and dates. It is very hard 
to put a history together when there are no 
records obtainable. Without the help of the many 
old timers who are still living this history would 
not have been compiled. 











HUGO Boos 

It is reported that Hugo Boos was born in 
Wisconsin, U.S.A. in 1882. He filed on his 
homestead the SE 32-41-3-W5 in the Benjamin 
District and received his patent in 1910. He left 
his homestead to join the Canadian Army when 
World War I broke out. He returned to the 
homestead in 1919. 

Hugo Boos worked in sawmills west of the 
Gimlet Creek In the early days. He was a very 
humorous and kind man. All his neighbors had 
the highest regards for him. He was very fond of 








animals and took great pride in his horses and 
stock. 

In 1944 or 1945 Hugo Boos sold his farm, stock 
and machinery to Mrs. Winifred Whiting and 
moved to B.C. He passed away in B.C. on July 7, 
1947 at the age of 65. 


IRVIN BOTH FAMILY 

Irvin Both and his cousin, Lee Both, left 
Blackie, Alberta and moved into a log shack 
northeast of the Aurora school. They arrived on 
November 12, 1934. They lived in this shack for a 
month or two then moved in with Bill Gardner. 
‘The three of them cut posts about six miles west 
of Aurora, for which they got the big sum of three 
cents a post or three dollars a load of 100 posts, 
‘They traveled back and forth with horses, and 
delivered their loads anywhere in the country. A 
load of posts brought enough to buy tobacco, one 
hundred pounds of flour and a pair of overalls, 
‘They also shot squirrels for seven cents a hide 
and rabbits at three cents each. They got fifty 
cents a cord for firewood which they cut and 
hauled. 

In the spring of 1935 Irvin went to work for Joe 
Fizer. He put the crop in on crop shares that 
year. Irvin's mother and sister (Gertrude, now 
Mrs. Gaylord Fizer) came out in 1935 from Van- 
cover Island. In the fall the family moved into a 
log shack belonging to Mrs. Evernden. 

‘Irvin worked around the Eckville area in 1936 
and 1937, and was married to Clydie Reidlinger 
on November 12, 1937. Irvin worked many 
winters in the sawmills at McTighe’s mill for one 
dollar a day. ‘The Government took thirteen 
cents a day of this for a hospital plan. All through 
the forties he worked at a number of sawmills, 

‘After our marriage we lived in various places 











livin and Clydie Both with Jim, Chale, Doreen, Lee, and 
Baby Gloria, 
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until we settled on a quarter SW 10-41-3-W5, on 
‘May 24, 1939. We farmed with horses for many 
years. We farmed this place for exactly 36 years 
before moving to Eckville on May 24, 1975. We 
sold the farm to Ralph Kreil 

We have five children. Lee was married to 
Erva Heringer in 1958. They farmed for Walter 
Hoglund for a number of years then moved to 
their own place in the Benjamin area. They had 
two children, Melanie and Kevin. Lee and Erva 
parted company after ten or twelve years and 
were divorced. Lee is now married to Mabel Fell 
and they are farming in the Benjamin area. 

Jim was married to Sharon Jackson in 1964. 
‘They live in Red Deer area and have three girls 
— Sherrie-Ann, Rhonda and Jamie. Jim has done 
carpenter work all these years. 

Charlie married Ann Hebert in 1965. They live 
in Calgary, where he is an electrician. Their two 
boys are Tim and John. 

Doreen was married to John Noble in 1964. 
‘They farm northeast of Bluffton. They have two 
girls and a boy — Shelley, Tammie and John, 

Gloria is still single and living in her own 
home in Red Deer. She is a Certified Nurse’s Aid 
In the Dr. Richard Parsons Hospital, 




















BOYER A. LINCOLN, BAUM KATHRYN AND 
JOHNSMAN HARRIET AND FRANK — by 
Mary Kilpatrick 

Mrs. Kathryn Baum, my grandmother was 
born in Buller Indiana, U.S.A. in August of 1842. 
She was married to Elli Boyer in 1866. To this 
union were born three boys, A. L. (Link) in 1868 
on January 6. The other two infants died within a 
month of thelr births. In 1876 Elli Boyer passed 
away. Eighteen years later Grandmother 
married Jesse Baum from Valparaiso, Indiana 
and they had one child Harriet who became my 
mother: 











Grandma Baum and her two grandehilren, 1920. 


Uncle Link came to the Medicine Valley near 
Leedale in 1902 with Guy Farrow. These two men 
came from Himmer, South Dakota where uncle 
had land near the ceded Yankton Sioux Indian 
Reservation. Uncle and Guy Farrow blazed the 











trail from Fred Schrader’s homestead southwest 
of Rimbey to the SE 36-41-4-W5. These two men 
were looking for range land to run a large herd of 
cattle and horses. The trails they blazed to what 
was to be their homesteads was in virgin land 
and they had many hardships as in places they 
were stopped by thick stands of bush, trees and 
impassable swamps. I remember Uncle telling 
of the time they got a pack horse down in a 
swamp and they worked for hours trying to get 
him out. The horse was one of the sulky kind and 
so their decision was not a happy one because 
they could not leave the animal stuck in the 
swamp to slowly die. When these two men saw 
the valley they thought it was a cattleman’s 
paradise as the wild grass and vetch grew abun- 
dantly everywhere they looked. Uncle picked out 
the quarter he wanted for his homestead, He 
built his cabin upon a hill overlooking to the west 
the lovely Medicine Valley. Guy Farrow did not 
prove up on his land as he later went to British 
Columbia to live. 

As soon as Uncle built his cabin he went back 
to the States. He returned the following year ear 
ly in the spring and he made his homestead entry 
for the SE 36-41-4-W5 for $10 on March 23, 1903 
and the on April 22 he bought the quarter directly 
south from the C.P.R. for five dollars an acre, 
Settlers began to arrive in the valley soon after 
hhis return so Uncle Link gave up the idea of 
ranching and went to farming. His little cabin 
was home to many who came into the valley 
looking for farm land, and many stayed with him 
until they built their cabins. His cabin door was 
never locked whenever he was away as there 
was always the chance of someone needing 
shelter. He often came home and found Indians 
waiting at the cabin for him, they also were 
given food and shelter should they need it. 

In the Medicine Lake area there were lumber 
camps and he went up there and worked part 
time until he acquired enough lumber to build a 
house and barn. Early in 1906 he built his barn 
and put up the frame work for his house. He had 
not planned on building so soon but due to unfore- 
seen circumstances his plans were changed and 
he built a much smaller barn than he had an- 
ticipated. Five generations have lived in this 
house and it is now the home of our son, David 
Kilpatrick and his family. The house was 
remodeled in 1961. 

In the fall of 1906 Uncle went to Washington 
State harvesting. He used to tell of driving 36 
head of horses on a combine. The people he 
worked for had a pet mule which was a nuisance 
when they were combining. One day the boss told 
Unele to hitch the mule up in the outfit. Ap. 
parently with the hitch they had on these horses 
they could hitch up the wildest horse and he 
could go only one direction and that was where 
the lead team was driven as this team controlled 
the whole outfit. It only took one day of this kind 
of treatment and the mule stayed clear of the 
combine from then on 
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Link Boyer and his mother about 1908, 


In the latter part of 1908 Uncle went back to 
the United States and Grandmother Baum 
returned with him to the homestead. They were 
driven from Lacombe by a Mr. Hamilton and in a 
postcard sent to my mother. Grandmother told of 
how beautiful she thought this country was, She 
tells of quote “How straight, tall and thick the 
poplar trees are, so thick that'a rabbit can hardly 
get through.” Grandmother would take my 
brother and I for walks through the woods and 
she would tell us the names of all the plants and 
what ones had good medicinal value. She 
brought her dandelion seed with her when she 
came up to the homestead so she would have 
plenty of greens to eat. Little did she know how 
prolific they would become in this country. She 
used to make clabbered milk (yogart today) and 
with a little cinnamon and sugar it was a treat fit 
for a queen, Sassafras tea was another treat she 
used to make for us children. 

In December 1908 a well was drilled, it was 66 
feet deep, it must have been a blessing as Uncle 
hauled his water from the creek a half mile 
away. Winter was always the best time of the 
year to go to the nearest town to put in a supply of 
Staples. The rivers were frozen over and Gull 
Lake could be crossed on the ice to their nearest 
shopping town of Lacombe. On one such trip Un- 
cle Link went with Frank Benjamin who was 
driving his team of oxen. It was a cold 40 mile 
trip behind those slow plodding creatures. 

‘randmother spent much of her time alone 
on the homestead as Uncle was away in the fall 
and winters working in lumber camps, as long as 
as she had close neighbors it was not so 
lonesome. Many people came into the valley in 
the early days and many found pioneering too 
full of hardships and so departed for other lands, 
When there were no neighbors close Grand- 
mother usually had someone come and stay with 
her, Her long winter days were spent sewing, 
knitting and reading her bible. She could make 
the most beautiful quilts and every stitch was 
perfectly sewn. In the summer she raised huge 
gardens and she was well known for several 
miles around for her abundance of garden 
produce. In 1910 grandmother got a root cellar 
and she sold $10 worth of cabbage. How many 
pounds of cabbage this would have been 1s not 

















known but imagine that it would amount to 
several hundreds of pounds. 

‘The following year Grandmother had a trip to 
Florida and when she returned to the homestead 
her daughter Harriet (my mother) came with 
her. The lonely times were over for grand- 
mother. Mother was a trained nurse and she had 
completed her training at Cook County Hospital 
in Chicago, Mother's uncle, Dr. John Firestone 
had wanted her to come to Denver where he was 
practicing and nurse there. The wages were $25 a 
week. Instead she decided to come to Canada to 
be with her brother and mother. It was not long 
until Mother was called on to serve in the frontier 
districts in many an emergency. The closest 
doctor was at Lacombe the first two or three 
years she was here. Mother used to tell of the 
conditions she had to nurse under. Pneumonia 
and appendicitis were the two most common and 
serious ailments. She went winter, summer, day 
or night over trails that were hub deep in mud In 
| the spring and full of bog holes when she left her 

brothers little homestead shack on the hill. 
Mother always praised the home made kitchen 
tables for operations as they were sturdily built, 
She used to tell of one young lad she nursed 
‘through pneumonia only to have him come down 














Mr. and Mrs. Frank Johnsman's wedding pictur, 










































with an appendicitis attack. The doctor was sent 
for at Lacombe and when he and his assistant 
arrived the kitchen had already been 
transformed into an operating room by Mother 
and the operation was carried out by coal oil 
light. The young lad after a long convalesence 
grew into a fine young man. In 1914 Dr. Samuel 
Byers came to Rimbey and Mother nursed for 
him in this area until a hospital was built in 
Rimbey in 193% 

Grandmother and Uncle Link used to have a 
tall, dark and handsome young bachelor come 
over to visit them. This young man's name was 
Frank Johnsman he came from Celina Ohio in 
1907 and owned a homestead NE 6-42-3-W5, This 
is how my Mother and Father met and they were 
married four years later in Calgary in November 
1915. Dad and Uncle Link started farming 
together and farmed the rest of their lives 
together. 

(On a winter's day Dad was out splitting wood 
when he accidentally chopped his thumb with the 
axe. When he got to the house and Mother saw 
the injury she saw that he had severed the thumb 
close to the first joint and that the severed part 
‘was being held to the rest of the thumb by a small 
piece of skin on the inside of the thumb. Mother 
had Dad bend his fingers and cradle the injured 
thumb Into the bent forefinger, then they went to 
Rimbey to the Dr's. office. Dr. Byers took a good 
look at the injured thumb and said he could not 
have done a better Job of setting it himself and to 
keep it in the position until it healed. Dad was 
always proud of the excellent job Mother ha 
done on his thumb as there was only a hairline 
scar and it never bothered him all through the 
rest of his life. 





De Sam Byers driver, Kate Raum standing, andthe other people 
unknown, 


‘Dad bought two more quarters before 1920 the 
SW 31-41-3-W5 from the C.P.R. and the NW 30-41 
3:W5. As Dad and Uncle Link cleared more land 
they bought more livestock and raised hogs. 
‘They hauled eight wagon loads of hogs one time 
to Eckville with the help of several neighbors, 
they left in the early morning hours in the 














summer $o that the heat of the day would not 
effect the hogs. They also bought a carload of 
work horses in Calgary about this time too. The 
one quarter Dad bought was heavily timbered 
and Dad girdled 120 acres of this land. To girdle a 
tree you would chop through the bark all the way 
around the tree trunk about two or three feet up 
from the ground, this would kill the tree and then 
after when a strong wind came up the trees were 
all felled Dad broke a fire guard around this area 
and when conditions were just right he set fire to 
the fallen trees. Two or three burnings like this 
and the land was barren of all trees and brush 
and ready to break up. 

‘My brother Frank was born July 6, 1918 andT, 
Mary came along the cold winter of 1919 and 
1920. It was about 1923 that Dad and Mother 
moved over to the NW 30-41-3-W5. They had John 
Liner build them a house and Dad built a log 
barn. It was from this farm that we children 
went to school at Benjamin, In 1925 T contacted 
pollo and with all the Dr. bills and the depression 
Dad never finished our home the way he would 
have liked to do. Grandmother passed away on 
‘May 18, 1931 at her home and is buried at Rimbey 
in Mount Auburn cemetery. It was during this 
time that the depression hit everyone alike and 
there was very little money to be had even for 
emergencies. it was during this period that my 
brother Frank came down with an attack of 
appendicitis. It was on a September day in 1934 
that he was operated on in the St. Paul’s Hospital 
in Rimbey. While convalescing at home he got 
an embolism and passed away at home on 
November 18, 1934. and is buried at Rimbey in 
Mount Auburn Cemetery. I finished my school- 
ing in the Leedale High School and also in Ed. 
monton, 

In 1940 Uncle Link passed away in the 
Lacombe Hospital, on November 23, and is 
buried in Mount Auburn Cemetery at Rimbey, 

It was on July 7, 1941 that Alfred Kilpatrick 
and I were married. We have two children a boy 
David and a girl Frankie. We have four 
grandchildren. My husband and I are living 
on the farm across the road from the old 
homestead. In 1945 Mother and Dad moved into 
Rimbey and retired there. Dad passed away 
June 6, 1961 and Mother on October 18, 1968 and 
both are buried in the Mount Auburn Cemetery 
at Rimbey. Under the Dan Kilpatrick story more 
is written on our family. 

T have written the story of my family after 
spending hours looking through old documents, 
postcards and letters. It spans a period of 76 
years and starts when Alberta was then the 
North West Territories to the present time. I sit 
and ponder why did my parents come to this 
country, was it the pioneer spirit in them or did 
they feel there was a freedom here that was not 
to be had in thelr country. If it was freedom we 
nust all guard it very carefully and not let It be 
‘aken away from us slowly and silently by con- 
trols and regulations. 
























BURKE, ED 

‘Mr. Burke came to the Benjamin District 
from Ontario. He homesteaded the NE 16-41-3 
W5. He usually worked on his land for the 
summer months but often went to the lumber 
camps west of Rocky Mountain House for the 
winter. 

‘The Liner children remember Mr. Burke as a 
good natured bachelor neighbor. They walked 
across his yard to and from school and they loved 
to stop and talk to Mr. Burke. He was always 
ready to visit with them or tell them a story. 

‘Mr. J. M. McDonald stayed with Mr. Burke 
when he was teaching Benjamin School. He 
Grove with his horse and buggy from there to the 
school. 

Mr. Burke married a widow from Leedale in 
the fail of 1923. Shortly after that Mr. and Mrs 
Burke sold the farm and moved to a place south: 
east of Rimbey, 

‘Mr. Burke passed away a few years later. 


CARROLL, CHARLES AND EDNA — by Edna 
Carroll 

Edna Shorrock married Charlie Carroll of 
Gilby, formerly of Drumheller, in September of 
1941. They farmed south of the Medicine River 
for one year before Charlle received his call to 
the army. In April, 1942 he went to Camrose for 
Basic Training, leaving Edna at the home of her 
parents. Soon he was stationed at Victoria, B.C., 
in the Canadian Artillery, where Edna joined 
him in November, 1942 

After five years, at the end of World War II, 
they began farming again with Charles’ father in 
1947. They lived again on the farm south of the 
Medicine River on Section 36. By this time they 
had a three-year-old daughter, Beverly-Jill; 
followed by a daughter, Heather Anne, born in 
3047; and a third daughter, Penny Jane, born in 
1951, 

In August, 1951, they hired Art Lutz to move 
their three-room house to a new location five 
miles away on the quarter where they still live. 
‘They were blessed with three more children: 
daughter Nita Louise, born in 1953, and a son, 
Charles Freeman Stuart, born in 1957. Kathleen 
Marie was their last child, born in 1959, 

Beverly married Ronald Aldridge of Golden, 
B.C. in 1964. They have two sons, Terry and 
Steven. Their home is in Williams Lake, B.C. 

‘Heather married Robert Hebert of St. Albert 
in 1964. Their two daughters are Rochelle and 
Candace. 

Penny Jane married Bill Rushton and lives at 
Blackfalds. They have two sons, Jay and Jimmy. 

Nita Louise married Neil Harrison of 
Lacombe in September, 1972. They have one lit: 
tle son, Ryan Charles, and live at present in the 
Red Deer area. 

Son Freeman passed away at the early age of 
18 years, in 1971 

Daughter Kathleen still lives at home. She 
graduated from high school in Eckville in 1977. 






























THE FAMILY OF HURLEY EMMETT 
CARROLL 

AS so many other families in the 1930's, the 
Carroll family moved here from southeastern 
Alberta's Drumheller area in 1931 

Mr. Hurley Carroll was born in Oregon, 
US.A., coming to the Cariboo area of British 
Columbia at the age of 18 years, after a short 
time spent in the American army. He had been 
trained as a telegrapher and worked for the 
Railway at Vancouver and Prince George. There 
hhe met Charles and William Gow, also railroad 
employees. The Gow brothers and their sister 
Beattie had recently come west from Peter- 
borough, Ontario. Beattie worked in a florist’s 
shop In Vancouver. On their visits from Prince 
George her brothers brought along Hurley 
Carroll 

‘They soon were married and moved around 
the Cariboo district, where Mr. Carroll worked 
asa telegrapher and also as a packing-guide out 
of Quesnel for a while. They were living at 150 
Mile House when their first two children were 
born, Helen Margaret and Marjorie Jean, As 
theré was no town at 150 Mile House as yet, Mrs. 
Carroll was taken by stagecoach to relatives in 
Kamloops to await the birth of their child. 

‘Mrs. Carroll thought living in the Cariboo was 
a great adventure and had many Interesting 
stories about their lives in interior British 
Columbia, as this was an exciting time with the 
people coming in from all over Canada and the 
States. The stagecoach had many stopping 
houses which are still standing beside the pres- 
ent Cariboo Trail from Hope to Prince George. 

Soon, however, the Carroll family moved to 
Drumheller, Alberta, where Mr. Carroll worked 
in the coal mines, farmed, and ran a dairy. They 
had three sons also — Bill, Charlie and Gordon 
When drought became so bad that most people 
were forced to sell out, the family decided to 
come north, 

With all their household effects on five 
wagons, they started across country. Their 
eldest daughter was by this time In Calgary at: 
tending Normal School, so she missed this un 
usual trip. They had five covered wagons, five 
teams, which were driven by Mrs. Carroll, Mr. 
Carroli, Jean, Bill and one hired man, Charlie 
and Gordon drove the cattle on their Shetland 
Ponies. They cooked In one wagon and slept in 
the wagons. It was very hard to sometimes have 
to keep going all night because they could find no 
water for the cattle. Because of the drought, 
some farmers would not allow them to stop and 
water their livestock. Although it was such a 
hard trip and uncertain, with no one place to be 
heading for, Mrs. Carroll said it was a really ex. 
citing experience and gave her a feeling of 
adventure! The children were so impressed that 
they tell of their many trials with nostalgic 
voices, right up until today. It doesn’t impress 
thelr grandchildren much because it happened 
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away back, but to a generation of quite 
Sophisticated people, many having come to 
Alberta from cities in the East and from Van- 
couver and the States, where people were 
already using every modern invention of the 
1930's, It must have been just as much of a 
challenge as it would have Been for the earliest 
pioneers. 

‘The Carroll family reached the Leslieville 
area first, but, finding nowhere in that area to 
settle, they continued on to the Gilby area, at the 
advice of friends who had just recently arrived 
from the Drumheller area. They first settled 
down on the Keasey place and the children 
attended schoo! at the Wolfe School and also the 
Estonian School. The boys rode their Shetland 
Ponies to school, which they felt was lots of fun. 

Later the Carrolls moved to a farm in the 
Benjamin district about five miles north of the 
Gilby Store and the children attended Benjamin 
school. 

Bill Carroll married the former Irene 
Luyekfassel of Nordegg, and now lives at 
Forshee on the shores of Gull Lake, They have 
two children — Colleen and Jim — also three 
grandchildren, 

Charlie and family farm just one mile south of 
the home place. They have six children and 
seven grandchildren. 

Helen is Mrs. Eugene Cook and lives in 
Calgary. 

Jean and her husband, Glenn Bardenhagen, 
live on the home place. They have three children 

Ron, Bonnie, and Rod — and seven 
grandchildren, 

Gordon Carroll and his wife (the former 
Violet Huseby of Gilby) now live at Kitimat, B.C. 
They’ have five children and six grandchildren. 

Mr. Carroll passed away at the age of 78 years 
in the Rimbey Hospital and Mrs. Carroll passed 
away in 1977 at the age of 94 years. She had been 
living in Red Deer. 


CHALLAND, GILBERT AND MARGARET 
(BILLIE) RALSTON 
My dad Clarence Challand homesteaded in 
1 Benjamin District In 1905 and married 
Florence Norris in 1909 and my sister Thelma 
was born in 1910 and I in 1912 but as our Mother 
Passed away early in life my sister and I were 
raised and brought up in Leedale by my Uncle 
Terry and Aunt Lou Challand. All those years in 
the Leedale School would be another book, but 
when I was old enough to quit school or almost I 
went up on the hill to help dad farm the half sec 
tion of land the west half of Section 32-41-3-W5 ex 
cept for the one year I attended the Benjamin 
School. Iremember knocking out a tooth with my 
lunch pail of Herbie Land’s. This was an accident 
but I don't think anyone believed me then. Dad 
and I batched and farmed on the hill the last of 
the 1920's and early 1930's, 
‘Those were the good old days when we 
farmed with horses we got from Guy Smith west 
































of Leedale, then we got 30 cents for No. 2. Garnet 
wheat and one and one half cents for hogs. I 
remember working for several years on the 
threshing machine each fall to pay our threshing 
bill and working on road work with the fresno to 
pay taxes. 

T think at that time we were the only ones with 
an old battery radio and Stan Laye used to come 
over every night and listen to the radio and the 
Joe Louis fights if we got the radio on before he 
knocked his opponent out. 

Dad being an old jockey and the love of horses 
we picked up a fine horse at the pound and we 
called him Fonda. Fonda turned out to be quite a 
race horse and I rode him at all the local falr day 
races and won many quarter mile races with 
him. 

I think one of the most memorable times in 
my life was when I met my wife Billie Ralston at 
the opening dance of the new Imperial Lumber 
building in Rimbey. After going with her for 
about four years and riding in every week on the 
little grey horse, I convinced the city gal to come 
to the homestead. That was 1938 we were 
married. After came an Edmonton honeymoon 
then we set up housekeeping in the little house on 
the hill. The years that followed were some of the 
happiest even though we had to live on skim milk 
and eggs, as we had to separate the cream and 
sell it each week for to buy food and a little gas 
for the old Ford. I had quite a time making a 
farmer out of Billie she never complained. 

T remember on one occasion coming in from 
the field late and while I did the milking and 
chores she said she would unharness the horses 
for me before going to bed, so I said OK. The next 
morning when I went down to the barn to feed the 
horses the harnesses were all trampled under 
their feet, not only under one horse but under 
ail six, She just undid the hames and let the 
harness fall. It took me a week to clean all the 
manure out of all that harness. However we had 
many happy days picking chokecherries, high 
bush cranberries and lots of saskatoon berries on 
our farm. Frank Laye used to call them Alberta 
apples but Mrs. Ben Laye could really make ples 
out of those saskatoons. We also in the summer 
of 1939 took the old stoneboat and went down to 
the swamp and dug all those pine trees and 
planted them around the house, they are there to 
this day only full grown now. 

Till never forget when Gail our daughter was 
born in April 1940 in Rimbey Hospital. ‘That 
month the floods came and flooded all the roads 
and the highway to Rimbey. It was three days 
before I could get in to see them. When it came 
time to bring them home I took the old Ford and 
Stan Laye followed us all the way home with the 
team and wagon and pulled us through the mud 
holes. I don’t know if it hadn't been for our good 
neighbors the Layes, Bakes and Kilpatricks I 
don’t think we would have raised our children es- 
pecially Gail as neither of us knew much about 
babies and it was a real worry to Billie when Gail 











took sick. Mrs. Bakke would come to the rescue. 
When our son Gilbert Jr. came along in 1941 we 
knew a little more and made out OK with him, 
but they were a handful and I learned to change 
diapers and Billie helped with the chores. We 
were a long way from being rich but they were 
wonderful years. 

Then when Gilbert Jr. was about three 
months old we took the plunge and moved to 
Rimbey to worl: for the Imperial Lumber Co. and 
eventually selling the farm and moving to 
Claresholm in 1948 where we still reside. 

My Dad spent his last years in the Senior 
Citizens Home in Claresholm and passed away 
on June 18, 1964 at the age of 89 years. 


CHALLAND, TERRY AND LOUCINDA. 

Terry George Challand was born in Rolfe, 
Iowa February 3, 1873 and spent his childhood 
there. He was the eldest of a family of seven. 

In 1905 Terry and his three brothers, 
Clarence, Claude’ and Merton came to Canada 
and found work in and around Lacombe. 

In 1907 Terry came back to the U-S. and 
returned with his bride Loucinda Archer. They 
came out to Wittenburg and homesteaded the NE 
36-41-4-W5, 

‘Mrs. Challand or better known as Aunt Lou 
dedicated her nursing abilities to the sick, 
whether they lived near or far. She also operated 
a little store in Leedale in approximately 1916- 
1918 where she sold the staple foods. 














‘Terry Chlland’s homestead 


‘They worked hard on the land, brushing and 
breaking to get it into production. They built a 
home and hip roof barn which still stands. 

‘They were active in the Church of Latter Day 
Saints, Terry being baptized on November 28, 
1907 and was ordained an Elder in 1908 by Elder 
‘Anderson. Uncle Terry and Aunt Lou's marriage 
was sealed in the Salt Lake Temple. 

In 1945 Aunt Lou passed away. Terry stayed 
on at the farm until 1950 when he sold the land 
and retired to Rimbey. 

In 1969 he moved into the Rimbey Auxillary 
Hospital and passed away there on November 21, 
1977 at the ripe old age of 104 years, and is buried 
at the Mount Auburn Cemetery at Rimbey. 








CUMMINGS, J. H. (JONTY) 

Jonty Cummings came out from England to 
his uncle’s, Mr. J. C. Hopper in April 1926, and 
worked in and around the district until 1929, He 
was married to Rose, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Chas. Kemmis, who were among the first to set- 
tie east of Benjamin which became known as the 
Symonds district. 

‘They then bought the homestead of George 
Mowbray (who had also came from the same 
part of England in 1902) and have resided there 
until the present time. They have one daughter 
Sally who is married to Henry Rangen of the well 
known Rangen family of Eckville. They have a 
family of three daughters and live in Red Deer. 

Jonty became secretary of the Benjamin 
school district in 1929 and served in that capacity 
for several years. The school tax at that time 
was six or seven mills, far from the present 
rates. Both Jonty and Rose were always involved 
in the community effort and still serve In various 
positions in Rimbey. 

‘They also became well known for thelr 
Shorthorn cattle, winning prizes at all the shows 
and sales in the area. The herd was sold in 1970 
(after 40 years of selection) to a breeder in the 
U.S., where they continued to do well. 

Well remembered are the conditions of the 
early days, when roads were just wagon trails 
through the bush and it was hard work with horse 
powered fresnos, slips and plows to build 
something of a road. When the crawler tractor 
appeared with the graders and we had graded 
roads, with ditches, that, seemed to be the ul: 
timate in road building. A lot of people 
remember those roads after a rainstorm or in 
the spring; of getting stuck or sliding in the 
ditch. Then came the gravelled roads and even- 
tually the black top road which runs from 
Eckville to Rimbey. 

Many were the happy hours spent in the 
schoolhouse in this manner; the ladies would 
take lunch and at Benjamin the music was usual- 
ly provided by Mrs. Tot Hopper on the organ and 
George Taylor with the bones at which he was 
very adept. They would keep things going merri 
ly along until the small hours of the morning, 
then it was hitch the team to the bugg) 
democrat, wagon (or sleigh If there was snow} 
for the drive home where the horses had to be at 
tended to; unharnessed and fed: a far ery from 
turning the key In the switch as we do now. 

















JAMES ©. FERGUSON FAMILY 

Jim and Ida were married in Rimbey in 1938. 
Prior to that Jim came from a farm between 
Rimbey and Ponoka. Ida Reldlinger came from 
west of Leedale where her parents and family 
took up a homestead in 1932. Ida worked around 
Rimbey, and Jim was visiting his grandparents 
when Jim and Ida met. They worked east of 
Rimbey and at sawmills for about three years. 

‘A daughter, Carol, was born to Jim and Ida in 
1939. In 1941 they moved to a farm in the Ben- 
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jamin district, into a small log house. Carol was 
followed by four more children — Gordon, Clare, 
Kenneth and Jane. This made up their family for 
fourteen years, when they had an unexpected 
surprise — another daughter, Marjorie. 

By this time Carol had ‘been married for 
seven years to Richard Matthews from. the 
Forshee district, having been married in 1956, 
‘They had three ‘children: Brenda, Vallery and 
Micheal, by the time Marjorie came into the pic. 
ture. Poor Marjie was born an Auntie, and still 
gets teased. Fancy Brenda feeding Auntie Mar- 
jie her pablum and washing her hands and face. 

When Marjie was nearly two years old the 
Fergusons sold out and moved into Eckville in 
1965. Jim worked for the Co-op feed mill for a few 
years, until he retired 

In 1966 Clare married Yvonne Whiteside and 
they have three sons. 

In 1967 Gordon married Loraine Anderson of 
Gull Lake. They had no family. Gordon's wife 
died of diabetes In 1973, 

Ken still works around Eekville at pipe lines 
and oll well maintenance. 

Jane Is in Edmonton’ where she works as 
secretary, data processing, and with computers. 

‘Marjie is still in high school and enjoys sports 
and riding horses. She spends most of her 
holidays with Richard and Carol's family. They 
have a dairy farm and a few good horse: 

By now Jim has reached pension age, and 
they have at least one long holiday each summer 
— a luxury they didn’t have time or money for 
when they were on the farm, busy raising a faml- 
ly. 


FIZER GAYLORD AND GERTIE, AND MRS. 
ELIZABETH BOTH 

Gaylord and Gertie were married in 1937. In 
1937 we, with Irvin and Clydie Both moved fo and 
built a house on the NE of 34-41-3 W5, east of Jon- 
ty Cummings’ quarter. In the fall of 1938 we all 
moved to a farm of 0. B. Moore's, north of 
Leedale. Irvin and my mother, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Both lived with us too. We all moved back in 1939, 
©. B. Moore sold Irvin the farm in the canyon 
and mother, Gaylor¢ and I bought the one on 
which we lived until 1957 when we moved to 
Rimbey. Mother passed away in 1949. Her 80 
acres returned to the county; our 80 acres were 
sold back to O. B. Moore when we left 

We had four children; Wilfred born in 1939. He 
is still living at home and commutes to Sylvan 
Lake where he works as an electrician. Evelyn 
was born In 1941 and is married to Ray Young, 
They and their five children farm at Arran, 
Saskatchewan. Bob was born in 1943. He is 
married to Pat Sherburne and they have a 
general store at a little place called Scapa, 
Alberta. Bob also drives tanker and hauls oll, for 
Gibsons Petroleum. They have two chidren.'Art 
born in 1946 lives in Kamloops, B.C. He is 
married to Alberta Rowen and they have two 











children. Art has two children from a former 
marriage. He is a carpenter like his dad. 

‘The children drove to Benjamin school with a 
horse and cart in the spring and fall and in a 
cutter in the winter. When they attended the old 
school they had about four and a quarter miles to 
travel and after the present school was moved in, 
it was about three and three quarter miles. They 
faced an awful lot of cold, weather, rain and 
storms over the years but enjoyed the ride in 
good weather. When the school closed down they 
went to Eckville School until we moved to 
Rimbey. 

I remember one really bad hail storm. I can't 
recall what year it was. We were returning home 
by democrat and team when it started. The 
children and I just made it into the house and 
Gaylord took off on the run for the barn with the 
team. He found an old dishpan which he held 
over his head to return to the house. His fingers 
and knuckles were skinned and bruised by the 
hail, where he held onto the pan. It was a terrible 
storm. I've never experienced a worse one. 


FOX, FRANK AND FAMILY 

Frank Fox was born in Clarion County, Penn. 
sylvania, U.S.A. on February 28, 1881. In 1900 he 
married 'Rosella Conner and they had one son 
Bob. In 1911 they moved to Alberta and settled in 
the Blackie area. In 1918 they moved to the 
Byemoor area In the Hartshorn District. Frank 
worked in the coal mines in Drumheller and it 
was at this time that éheir son Bob started his 
training as a boxer. Later he became the Light 
Weight Champion of Western Canada. He also 
taught boxing in Camrose when he enlisted dur- 
ing World War I. 

‘The Fox family left the Hartshorn District in 
1923 and settled in the Benjamin area on the SE 
30-41-3-W5. For their journey to this area they 
built a wire cage out of one of thelr hayracks 
thelr poultry was hauled in this. Their household 
effects were loaded on another wagon and some 
70 head of cattle were trailed to this farm. A few 
years later they moved again and bought a farm 
north of Leedale. Later on they bought another 
farm 10 miles east of Leedale and this is where 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Fox spent most of the remaining 
years of thelr lives, 

Mrs. Fox passed away suddenly at her farm 
home on October 26, 1947 and Mr. Fox passed 
away on March 22, 1954. They are buried in 
Mount Auburn Cemetery at Rimbey. On 
September 13, 1959 Bob passed away. Bob's wife 
‘Yvonne lives in Penticton, 


FRASER, GEORGE 
George Fraser was born in Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland on September 13, 1875. In 1903 he came 
to Canada and spent some time at Parry Sound, 
Ontario and also at Revelstoke, B.C. In 1905 he 
came to Alberta and took up a homestead on SW 
14-413.W5 in the Benjamin District, 
In 1907 he married the former Mary Ann 














Smith who had come from Aberdeenshire 
Scotland in September 1907. 

Mr. Fraser was a blacksmith by trade and 
many a plow share was sharpened by him for the 
homesteaders in the early days. He took a keen 
interest in community affairs and held many of- 
fices of trust, he was a trustee and secretary 
treasurer of the Benjamin District, he was coun 
cillor of the Municipal District of Lorne for a 
number of years and he and his wife were 
members of the Lochart United Church. He was 
elected elder of his church. His wife Mary was a 
member of the Lochart Ladies Club. 

Mary and George Fraser had four children, 
two boys and two girls. James S. is the oldest son 
and married Lois Beddoes. John E. married 
Bertha Myers. John passed away 27 September 
1967 at the age of 55. Connie married Harold 
Skeels and Margaret married John Padzun. 

Following the death of her husband on 
February 19, 1951 Mary moved to Bentley and in 
1954 she moved to Rimbey. She became a patient 
in the Rimbey Three Way Convalescent Hospital 
and passed away there on July 27, 1957 





GUTH, MR. AND MRS. LOUIS AND FAMILY — 
by Joe Guth 

My folks moved to Huxley, Alberta from 
Spokane, Washington in 1917, and 1 was born 
there December 15, 1918. Dad was foreman of a 
raneh at Crossfield, Alberta for a while and then 
moved to the Benjamin-Leedale area in 1922, 

In 1926 my brother George was born and {i 
was 40 degrees below zero that night. Dad called 
Dr. Sam Byers from Rimbey and he arrived by 
horse and sleigh after George arrived, but 
George was Okay. 

Along about 1925 we had a heck of a cold spell 
and I remember the temperature dropping to 68 
degrees below zero. The snow was two feet deep, 
owls and birds froze, chickens feet froze on the 
roosts, 

As for Eckville I don’t remember much about 
it except that there was a flour mill in the town, 
and dad would take a sleigh load of wheat to 
Eckville to get ground. Well it was a three day 
trip by sleigh from Leedale to Eckville, one day 
to go, one day to get the grain ground and one 
day to get back home. 

‘There were lots of indians in the country and 
sometimes there were quite a few clearing land 
for dad. T used to play with the Indian kids. We 
traded them vegetables as part payment for 
their work. One time I had two buckets of 
vegetables which I was carrying to them on my 
horse, old Jimmy. On my return home the 
buckets banged together, scared old Jimmy and 
he left me sitting in thin alr. All the Indians came 
out of their tents and laughed at me, whereupon I 
picked myself up from the ground and very em 
barrassed went on my way. 

‘There used to be buffalo heads lying around in 
the woods, and sometimes there were two or 
three scattered around In the yard. The dogs 














liked to chew on them. One time I found a head so 
large I couldn’t pack it all the way home so I left 
itlying along the fence line. It may still be there, 
Dut ifit is the grass has probably covered it up or 
the ants have made a home in it. 





‘THE GEORGE GUEST FAMILY — by Isabel 
Guest 

Philip Porter was born at Glen Allen, Ontario, 
later taking up a homestead at’ Abbey, 
Saskatchewan. He enlisted in the Canadian 
Army in 1914 and while he was stationed in 
England he met and married Isabella Ellis. Two 
daughters were born to them there — Isabel in 
41916-and Phyllis in 1918. After the end of the war 
the family returned to the homestead in 
Saskatchewan where four more children were 
born. Mrs. Porter passed away in 1926 when the 
youngest child was born. Philip Porter passed 
away in 1952, 

I, Isabel Porter, came to Eckville, Alberta in 
1937, to the home of Mr. and Mrs. James Teed, 
whom I had known since my childhood In 
Saskatchewan. Mrs. Teed had suffered a stroke 
and Thad come to take care of her. 

In 1940 T married George Guest, and we 
farmed in the Benjamin area, SW 21-41.3.W5. 
‘There weren't very good roads in those days, and 
very often we were stuck in mudholes, there be- 
ing a hill on the north road and another hill on the 
south road. Many a time we couldn’t make the 
hill, and would have to go home and get a team of 
horses to pull the car. Finally, in 1955, the road 
past our farm was gravelled. 

"The Benjamin school children were bussed 
into Eckville in 1954 and the children had to walk 
amile to catch the bus the first year, Sometimes 
{twas so muddy that they could hardly pick their 
feet up out of the mud. 

We had our ups and downs through the years, 
In 1945 on the last Sunday in July we were com: 
pletely halled out. The fields looked just like they 
had been summerfallowed — there wasn't a 
spear left anywhere! We had company that Sun- 
day, Tom and Lilly Hunter, of Rimbey, and the 
hailstones made such dents in their car roof that 
{left holes and the water ran inside the car. 

In the summer of 1945 I had an afternoon tea 
for the ladies of the Benjamin community. Our 
purpose was to get together and discuss the for. 
mation of a club, which we did that day. We 
Gecided to call the new club the ‘Benjamin Get- 
together Club”, and this organization is still very 
active today, although more than 35 years have 
brought about quite a change in membership. 
However, Dora Wingate, who was the first 
secretary, is still an active member. Alma von 
Tettenborn was the first president, but she has 
now retired to Red Deer. 

We owned a herd of Jersey cows and were in 
the dairy business for quite a few years. During 
the first few years a truck came from Bluffton to 
pick up the cream, and we fed the skim milk to 
our pigs. Later, a truck from Bentley picked up 





the cream. Still later a truck route was estab- 
lished to pick up the whole milk and deliver it to 
Red Deer. 

In 1968 we sold our dairy herd and milking 
equipment and in September of that year we 
moved into the town of Eckville. At first we 
rented out the farm but in 1971 we sold it to Lam. 
bourne Farms. 

‘We had two children. Doreen Carol was born 
in Eckville in 1942, She is married to Robert 
Smith, of Bluffton, and now lives in Red Deer. 
Her two children are Brenda, born in 1961 and 
Darrell, born in 1964. In May of 1954 Doreen and 
Doris Mogensen were riding horseback on a Sun- 
day afternoon. A dog scared Doreen's horse, 
causing it to rear up and throw Doreen off. She 
landed on her leg, and the leg was broken. She 
had to be taken to the Red Deer hospital, where 
the broken bone was set. She had to wear the cast 
on her leg for more than four months. 

Our son, Richard Gordon, was born in 
Eckville in’ October, 1948. He’ is married to 
Sharon Smith, of Eckville, and lives in Pincher 
Creek at the present time. He is employed by the 
Royal Bank, and is moved periodically. They 
have two children. Shari was born in 1973 and 
Janice was born in 1975. 

In 1972 George became ill and wasn’t able to 
work hard anymore. We then bought the Ecko 
‘Theatre in Eckville and operated it until George 
passed away, on October 24, 1975. I then sold the 
theatre in 1976, but have continued to live in my 
own home here in Eckville. 


‘THE WILLIAM GUEST FAMILY — by Isabel 
Guest 

William Guest emigrated from England to 
Brandon, Manitoba in 1903. Ellen Beatrice Rea 
also emigrated from England, in 1905, William 
filed on a homestead in the Benjamin district. 

Often the bachelor neighbors would gather at 
William’s house in the evening to play cards, and 
would put their saddle horses in William's barn, 
On one such occasion the group stayed all night, 
When William went out the next morning to milk 
his cows he turned the horses loose! His guests 
had to walk home, not knowing how their horses 
had got loose. William never told them of the 
prank he had-played on them! 

William and Ellen were married in January, 
1907. They lived on their homestead in the Bei 
jamin district until 1910, when they moved to a 
farm at Clive, for 13 years. In 1923 they moved 
back to the homestead, SE 20-41-3.W5. Mrs. 
Guest served as a midwife, both in the Clive and 
Benjamin districts, for a number of years. 

Five children were born to William and Ellen. 
‘The oldest, William Rea, was born on October 13, 
1907, He is now married and is living in Westlock. 
He has been a welder, a mechanic, a movie pro- 
jectionist, and is now retired. His four children 
were George, Walter, Doris (Mrs. Mannen) and 
Lawrence. 











Dorothy Ruby was born on November 1, 1908, 
She married Frank Laye and they reside two 
miles north of the original Guest homestead. Her 
two children are Mrs. Ruby Sztym and Mrs. 
Margaret Scott 

Edith Jean’ was born May 13, 1911. She 
married Bill Withers and now lives in Lacombe. 
‘They have three children — Delbert, Mrs. Donna 
Schribar and Mrs. Joan Haining. 

George Henry was born on April 29, 1913. He 
farmed in the Benjamin district, across from the 
homestead, until 1968, At this time he and his 
wife moved to Eckville. 

Albert John was born January 25, 1923, He 
served in the armed forces, enlisting in January, 
1945 and serving in the Royal Canadian 
Engineers for three years. After he returned 
from the army he farmed the homestead until 
1971, and in 1972 it was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Rudy 
Heyn. Albert then moved, first to Lacombe and 
later to Red Deer, where he still resides. He is 
presently employed on the maintenance staff of 
the Red Deer General Hospital. 

In 1923 Edith, the youngest daughter, became 
very ill with spinal meningitis. Doctor Somer- 
ville, from Eckville, came to the farm with a 
Model T Ford equipped with skis so he could 
follow any sleigh tracks in the snow. Edith was 
then taken to Eckville, where she was 
hospitalized in Doctor Somerville’s house. She 
eventually made a complete recovery. 

All of the Guest children attended the Ben- 
jamin School. Mr. J. M. McDonald was the 
teacher when they started, in 1923. 

The first entertainment we remember was a 
chivaree for our neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Burke, 
who were Just newly married. A large group of 
their friends came to thelr home with cow bells, 
horns, dish pans, fry pans, and anything else 
with which they could make a noise, and used 
this means of expressing their congratulations to 
the young couple. We had never heard of this 
cute custom that was carried out in the pioneer 
settlements whenever a couple got married, 

Mr. Guest purchased his first car, a Model T 
Ford, in 1928. In about 1929 George and Willie 
were driving it just west of the Benjamin school, 
and somehow they upset the car, with Willie un 
der It. George picked up the car and let him 
craw! out from under It, but the next day, when 
the two of them tried to get the car back onto its 
wheels, they couldn’t begin to do it! Several men 
were needed to set it upright again. 

William Guest passed away in March of 1952, 
and Mrs. Guest in November of 1967. Both are 
buried inthe Mount Auburn Cemetery in 
Rimbey. They had lived on their homestead ever 
since moving back to it in 1932. 








HANCHER, ALVA AND YOLA 

I, Alva Hancher was born April 23, 1908, on 
my mother and dad’s homestead which was the 
NE _36-31-4-W5. In 1917, my parents hired Bob 
Buck to look after the homestead and we moved 











down to Utah for one year. In 1918 we returned to 
Alberta to resume farming. 

In the spring of the year, the rivers and 
creeks ran very swift and deep trom fast melting 
snow and were very dangerous. When I was fif- 
teen years old, we had such a spring and an ex. 
perience that I shall never forget. 

James Layton, his brother and some of our 
friends decided to go down to Taylor’s creek and 
swim for the first time this year. It was early 
‘May and the air was warm, I stood on the bank 
and noticed how clear and inviting the water 
looked. I dove in and swam up stream enjoying 
myself to the fullest. Suddenly shouts of alarm 
drifted across the creek and fear gripped at me 
as I swam quickly to shore and ran breathlessly 
back to the group of kids standing there scream- 
ing. They told me James Layton, a non 
swimmer, waded in and hit a soft spot which 
sucked him under. I looked down in the water 
and could see him face down on the murky bot 
tom. I plunged in and swam out to him. Treached 
down and grabbed his hair and pulled him up, his 
weight lifted easily in the water. His face was 
dark blue. I thought he was dead. I pulled him to 
shore and rolled him up to the many eager hands 
‘grasping out to help drag him to dry ground and 
safety. We worked over him frantically looking 
for a sign of life and it was a long time before his 
chest began to move a little, he was breathing, 
thank God, he was alive. 

T received my education at the Leedale and 
Benjamin schools by riding horseback. I stayed 
on the farm and helped Dad with the work. 

In 1929 I married Yola M. Challand in 
Lacombe and purchased the SW 19-41-3-5 in 1931 
from C.P.R. A small house was moved from the 
‘Trenhoim quarter, east of Mr. F. Hancher’s and 
set up on our newly acquired farm. The house 
was very cold in the winter and the dipper that 
sat in the water bucket was frozen every mor- 
ning and the children were always thirsty at this 
time. 

In 1937 we bought a Waterloo separator and 
threshed as far west as Jim Smith’s place. 

Alva helped build the Leedale curling rink 
and Leedale hall. The first wedding dance to be 
held in the hall was Yola and Alva's, 

Yola was very active in community affairs. 
She was a member of the W.I. and the Benjamin 
Get Togethers. Yola was a talented piano player 
and played for numerous Christmas concerts 
and special occasions. "I never turned down 
anyone that asked me to play". 

T would like to tell this little story on Alva. 
I was weeding in my garden, when Alva 
poked his head around the corner of the big pop- 
lar tree which had stood in the corner of our yard 
for many years. “Do you and the kids want to 
drive to town with me? I’m leaving right away.” 
"We sure would,” was my reply. The day was 
scorching hot and I could almost feel the cool 
breeze coming in the car window. When we 
arrived in town Alva met a few neighbours on the 

















‘Alva and Yola Hancher 1983, 


corner of the street and someone suggested they 
go and have a few cool ones while the women 
finished their shopping. On the way home from 
town the inevitable happened. We felt thud, thud, 
thud in the car. Alva looked out his window and 
impatiently stopped and said, “flat tire.” I 
nodded my head in agreement as I also spotted 
I. He got the Jack and wrenches out of the car 
and I felt it being hoisted up. I jumped out and 
stood looking at him in disbeliet as sweat stood 
ut on his brow from all the jacking. “T thought 
you said you only had a few cool ones with the 
boys.” “‘That’s all Thad, why?” “Then why did 
‘you jack up the back of the car when the flat tire 
is on the front?” 

I can only remember one year that the hail 
completely took all the crop. It was in 1945. 
Earlier than that date we sold a truck load of 
hogs and received three dollars a pig. The truck- 
ing charges were three dollars. 

‘We had five children. Laverne who is still far- 
ming in the Benjamin district. A baby boy who 
died in infancy. Phyllis who married Mer! Bjorn- 
son and lives in Edmonton, They have seven 
children, Carol, Susan, Merilyn, Christine, 
Sharon and Jackie and one son Gerrie. Patricia 
married Delbert Douglas. They make their home 
in Vernon and have a girl Darlene and a son 
Dwayne. Alvena married Murry Webster. They 
have a girl Gall and a son Douglas and live on a 
acreage in Ponoka. 

Alva and I sold our farm in 1968 and retired in 
Vernon, British Columbia. 





HANCHER, FRANK 
My mother, Ida Anna Hancher, was born in 





Iowa October 4, 1879. She passed away May 8, 
1957, 
‘Mr. Frank Wesley Hancher was born in 


Pocahontas County, Rolfe, Iowa, U.S.A. Born 
October 9, 1876, passed away February 11, 1952. 
He met Miss Ida Archer and they were married 
on December 13, 1899, Both Mr. and Mrs, 
Hancher are buried in the Mount Auburn 
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‘Orson and Anna Archer and thee daughter Ethyl 





Cemetery at Rimbey. From Iowa they moved to 
McHenery, North Dakota in 1904. 

His wife's family, Mr. and Mrs. Orson 
Archer, had moved to’Alberta, Canada so they 
decided to come to Alberta also. They moved 
from MeHenery, North Dakota to Alberta in 1905, 
to work for a farmer at Morningside, near 
Lacombe. They worked there for a year, then 
‘Mr. Hancher went to the Medicine Valley in 
search for homestead land for $10. which he 
found and built a log home and log buildings and 
proved up on the land, which was required for a 
homesteader to live six months of each year for a 
number of years to prove it. He had to break and 
cultivate a number of acres each year 

Mrs. Ida Hancher taught school at what is 
now known as the Leedale school for a small 
salary 

Frank would work out on construction, such 
as railroad grade work to make money fo buy 
things they needed to farm with. They lived here 
on the homestead until 1918 or 1919 when they 
sold out and moved back to McHenery, North 
Dakota, The auctioneer was C. F. Damron of 
Bentley 

‘Their relatives all lived in the Leedale and 
Benjamin area for a number of years. One by 
one they moved away and the only ones left of 
relations, in the valley, was Mr. T. G. Challand 
and Mr. Frank Hancher 

Mr. T. G. Challand one of the earliest settlers 

















Frank Hancher and his son Alva on his homestead in 1908 
NE I/A36 


in the valley is still alive and is in fair health at 
Rimbey. His age is 104. 

Mrs. Hancher pioneered the building of the 
Leedale Community Hali. A Leedale Hall Com 
pany was formed, shares were sold at $10. a 
share. A lot of work was donated and gravel was 
hauled from Eckville. The Hancher boys took 
part in this, thelr names being Alva and Roe. The 
trip took two days. The stop over was at Ole 
Bardenhagen’s place. 

There was at one time a creamery and butter 
plant, one half mile east and two miles south of 
the Leedale store, cornering the Eastbourne 
farm. 

A party was held in the Leedale Hall 
December 13, 1949 to celebrate the Golden Wed- 
ding of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hancher. There were 
people from near and far, also many relatives 
there, it was a great success and enjoyed by all. 

‘The feeling between the neighbours in the ear. 
ly days was very good and everyone was treated 
with respect. The people in the valley could not 
have survived if each one had not helped each 
other. Exchange work was the policy. There was 
very little money in the valley in those days. 
Seed grain was very scarce and at one time the 
valley was called “Green Feed Valley.” 
Whoever was able to raise seed grain shared 
with his neighbor, 

Mr. and Mrs. Hancher are laid away in the 














Mr, and Me. Frank Hancher. 


Rimbey Cemetery in a double plot. They were 
members of the Church of Jesus Christ of the 
Latter Day Saints. 

‘They had three children, all boys born on the 
homesiead. The oldest son'died in infancy, the 
other two, Alva was born on April 23, 1908, Roe 
was born March 12, 1912. 

Before moving to North Dakota, they 
purchased the Orson Archer homestead, in case 
they wanted to come back. 

‘They farmed at McHenery, North Dakota for 
three years but due to hail storms and rust, they 
returned to Leedale and Medicine Valley March, 
1921, on the farm they had purchased before 
leaving Canada. 

‘The land was heavy timber and bush and it 
took a lot of hard work to clear which was all 
done with a grub hoe and axe, Sod broken with 
horses and hand breaking plow. They lived here 
on this place until they retired. They bought a 
home in Rimbey, where they lived until they 
passed away. 

There are some highlights in their ploneer 
days in the Wittenberg district, now Leedale. 

‘Mr. Paul Broderson had the first store at 
Wittenberg and handled a few provisions but the 
nearest place for the homesteaders, in the valley 
to get any supplies was Lacombe. Each neighbor 
would take turns to go with horses and wagon 





























and bring provisions as ordered by the others, 
Mr Link Boyer, would go on the trip. George 
Taylor, Clem Johnsman, Terry Challand and 
Frank Hancher would also take their turns, The 
mail and some provisions were hauled by 
covered wagon to Leedale by a man named John 
Kemila of Eckville or Gilby. Leedale was the 
only place there was a phone. The settlers were 
able fo call out through Eckville and Gilby when 
the line would work. There was a telephone 
system between T. G. Challand, Frank Hancher 
and Orson Archer which operated on barbed 
wire fence line. This line was very dangerous 
during lightning storms. 

Mrs. Terry Challand, Mrs. P. E. Teets, Mrs. 
Lilly Duke, Bert Archer, John Archer and Orie 
Areher were Mrs. THancher’s brothers and 
sisters. 








HANCHER, LAVERNE ROBERTS 

On April’8, 1930, at the Trenholm quarter, NE 
30-41-3-W5, in the district of Benjamin, a long dirt 
road winds through the land. To your left a team 
of horses are seeding wheat, driven by Frank 
Hancher. A little further on you stop at Yola and 
Alva Hancer’s farm home. A familiar team of 
horses, with bugey behind, stand outside and you 
could fell at a glance that this was Dr. Byers’ 
team, Inside the neat little house was Mrs. Lillie 
Challand, anxiously waiting the arrival of her 
first grandchild, 

Dr. Byers and his assistant, Mrs. Sharp, were 
in the bedroom hovering over Yola. “The baby Is 
about to be born,” said the doctor, A sharp rap 
came at the door, and upon opening it, Mrs. 
Harriet Johnsman came bustling in. She looked 
fresh and clean in her white uniform, ready to 
administer the chloroform to her patient. A 
baby’s cry was heard, and the doctor called from 
the half closed bedroom door, “Alva, bring some 
snow quickly, we need it to help revive your little 
son.” 

Alva rushed outside, looking around, he could 
see no snow. The weather was so warm for the 
last two weeks it had all thawed, He stood there a 
minute thinking, then ran to an old cellar, sure 
enough a small corner held the precious snow. 
He scooped it up in a small bucket he was carry: 
ing and rushed to the house and handed it to Mrs. 
Johnsman with a smile. The baby’s cry soon 
became stronger, and it was a happy day in the 
Hancher household as their first son, Laverne 
Roberts, was born. 

Laverne recelved his education by riding 
horseback two miles to attend the Benjamin 
School. On extremely cold days, with his feet 
numb and his fingers half frozen, it felt good to 
‘open the school house door and feel the toasty 
warmth of the big black heater, which stood at 
the back of the room. A large blackboard hugged 
the entire south wall and the little school bell was, 
resting on the teachers desk, ready to ring the 
start of another day at school. 

Miss Blanche Wallace was the first teacher 
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Laverne had. Follwing were Miss Ethel Hyde, 
Miss Ross and last, but not least, Miss Alma 
von Tettenborn, 

After recelving his schooling, he helped his 
dad on the farm and threshed for several 
neighbors in the district. He found time to stook 
for Alex Sherba, Bill Lawton and Hurley Carroll 
just to name a few of so many. 

In the winter months he would go out west of 
Leedale and find employment at Earl Grey's 
mill. He also helped his uncle, Glen Challand, 
haul lumber from Johnny Jones mill into 
Rimbey. 

In 1950 Laverne moved to Edmonton to work 
for an oil company. From there, he was 
employed by Gainers Meat Packing Plant. 

In March 1951, he enlisted in the Armed 
Forces, choosing the air force as his preference. 
He took his training at St. John’s, Quebec and 
Camp Borden, Ontario, specializing in air frame 
technician. He was stationed in Ottawa, Ontario, 

In the spring of 1952, he was united in 
marriage to Kathleen MeTIhinney of Ottawa and 
in August of the same year received an 
honorable discharge from the air force. He 
returned to Alberta and farmed the SW 30-41-3- 
W5 and NE 30-41-3-W5, owned by his grand- 
mother Mrs. Ida Hancher. 

averne was very interested in raising hogs. 
‘They grew well for him and he had such breeds 
as the older type Belted hog, Landrace, York, 
Berkshire and Tamworth, He always liked milk 
cows and was happy at that kind of work. 














Kay Hancher and belted York and Tamworth sows. 


When we arrived from the east, we had no 
transportation, so Laverne purchased an old 
horse cutter from Alfred Kilpartrick and fixed it 
up as good as new. We had a fine black horse, 
named Spike, to pull our snow cutter. I anxiously 
awaited my first ride. 











One nice winter night, Laverne told me 
everything was in readiness and we would try 
out our little cutter by going to Dora and Jim 
Wingates for the evening. I was all excited as I 
sat there and marveled at the beauty of the 
winter. The fresh snowfall was shimmering in 
the moonlight as we glided along. The tree 
branches along the side of the road seemed to 
reach out to us with their arms so heavily 
ladened with snow. The silence of the night was 
only broken by the snapping footsteps of the big 
horse in front of us. “Listen, what was that 
noise,"" I asked Laverne. The sound came again 
and T could fee! my face flush as no answer was 
necessary. Someone must have fed Old Spike a 
plate of beans before we left, as he tooted every 
step of the way to our neighbors. “Oh Well,” T 
thought, “It isn’t everyone that has music while 
travelling by horse and cutter", or do they? 

In 1953 the first school bus came to our dis- 
trict. Laverne took the job as bus driver. 
Lacombe county gave him a small yellow feeder 
bus to drive and his route consisted of 17 miles. 
‘The roads had no gravel, with the exception of 
the Leedale main line road. In the spring of the 
year, one and a half miles was impossible to 
iravel, that was from our farm to the Leedale 
road. Alfred Kilpatrick had a team of horses 
and was good enough to have them harnessed 
and waiting every morning for Laverne to drive 
them down to the gravel where the bus was left. 
‘The team was tied until the trip was made and 
Laverne drove the horses back. This had to be 
done most every school day all spring, 

About three years later the county hired out 
the school buses to Gene Lazzer, and Melvin 
Molander then drove a jeep around the same 
route Laverne had taken three years earlier. In 
the later 50s the county, finding it too costly to 
hire out the buses, took them over and once 
more, Laverne had his bus back again. 

‘The children that were picked up in those 
days, deserve a lot of credit, as they had pioneer 
hearts, braving the cold of winter or the mud in 
spring, because the feeder bus was broken down 
due to the miserable roads. The children I speak 
of were the Warneke children, Playfairs, 
Kilpatricks, Wingates, Laytons, McGilverys, 
Layes, Simmons, Scotts, Challands, Taylors, 
‘Mogensons and von Tettenborns. Laverne drove 
the school bus for 1014 years. 

We enjoyed farming and the land was good to 
us. We put in long hours of work every day but on 
Sunday friends and relations would drop by for a 
relaxing day. The women would visit and the 
men would play horseshoes all afternoon and we 
would end the day with as much homemade ice 
cream as you could eat. 

One Sunday when the raspberries were ripe 
and plentiful, a small group of us decided to go 
and pick the fruit that day and asked the men to 
come and help. With much grumbling and their 
minds more on horseshoes that berry picking, 
they consented 


























It was very hot and not a trace of a breeze but 
we all worked hard to try and fill our buckets. 
Our pails were only a quarter full when Laverne 
appeared out of the bush, where he was picking, 
and I was so pleased to see his bucket brimming 
over with beautiful berries. Since his pail was 
full, he sat down in the shade of a big tree and 
patiently waited for the rest of us to finish. 

When we returned home I cleaned my berries 
with great care and then I reached for Laverne's 
bucket and poured them into mine. I was lost for 
words, when out came dirt, twigs, and grass. 
Only the two inches at the top of the pail was 
berries. “Oh, that man,” I stormed, “no wonder 
he got done so fast.” He had stuffed anything he 
could find in the bucket and then just picked a 
few to cover the top. There was a small war at 
the Haneher farm that evening. One thing was 
for sure, I would never ask him to pick berries 
for me again, 

In 1958, Laverne purchased the SW 20-41.3-W5 
and NW 17-41.3-W5, the latter being the quarter 
owned by Lloyd and Molly Oborne. One quarter 
had 20 acres under cultivation so we bought a 
steel wheeled John Deere tractor and broke 
another 60 acres that summer. We purchased 
Walter’ Andrew’s house as he was building a new 
one, and moved it on our home quarter. A few 
years later we erected a new arch rib barn and 
{filled it with milk cows. 

















Laverne Hancher and steel wheeled Joba Deere used for 
breaking. 


In 1971 we sold our farm and purchased the 
SE 2.42-4-W5, homesteaded by Mert Challand 
(Laverne’s great-uncle) and also the W¥, 32-413 
WS which was homesteaded by another great- 
uncle, Clarence Challand. 

‘Through our life together, we raised four 
children. Leonard is married to Terry Hamilton, 
and is employed at the Lavington Mill. He makes 
his home in Vernon, B.C. and has a daughter, 














Rochelle and a son Ryan. Dallas is employed by 
the Federated Co-op and resides in Hanna, 
Alberta. Theresa Is married to Kent Kinder and 
they have a little son, Jereme, and make their 
home at Sylvan Lake, Alberta. Kevin is still at 
home and attending school. He also helps 
Laverne with the farm work, 

At this time of writing, we are into the 1977 
harvest season and with the continual rain which 
has plagued our crop and hay for the past two 
months, I wrote this little poem and I would like 
to share it with you. 

Sometimes, hell on earth, is a farmer's life. 
Battling storms of rain, wind or ice, 

But calm yourselves, for beyond the blue 
‘The Good Lord commands his angels too, 
“Unlock those gates and open them wide, 
Let all the farmers step inside.” 


HANCHER, ROE RAYMOND 
Roe Raymond Hancher was born March, 12, 
1912, on the homestead NE 36-41-4-5, the next 
quarter north of Link Boyer. I went to school at 
the Leedale and Benjamin schools. My teachers 
were; D. Layton, Miss Kingsep, Peggy 
‘MacDonald and Miss Sestrap to Grade 7. 

Thad trouble at Benjamin when Miss Sestrap 
was teaching so dad and mother sent me to 
Calgary where I stayed with an aunt and uncle 
for three years of school. While going to school in 
Calgary, T studied music, learning to play the 
saxophone and clarinet. Then T returned home 
and was on the farm, farming and playing for 
dances until I was 21 years old. I then went to 
work in Edmonton wrecking automobiles. This 
\vas in the depression times and wages were vet 
low. I worked from eight in the morning, until six 
In the evening, six days a week. My pay for the 
week was $10. I paid six dollars a week for room, 
board and washing which left me four dollars for 
clothing and spending money. 

After one year in Edmonton, I married a girl, 
Dorothy Gladys Rulter. We rented two rooms 
and lived there for a few years. My father took 
sick and went from the city to the farm for one 
season, and a very cold winter. My wife and 1 
lived in the Jess Bowman house, one half mile 
south of the home place. The winter was very 
cold and we had a baby girl, Roeberta, nine or 10, 
months old, It was so cold that winter, the water 
pail would freeze solid sitting by the stove. It was, 
the coldest house I ever lived in. 

We had a crop failure that year and I was not 
able to put the crop in the next spring so T went 
back to the city. I got a job with International 
Harvester Co. of Canada and was field expert 
and service man for them. I traveled all of 
Northern Alberta from Lacombe. I was in the 
company for 16 years when I decided to stop 
traveling as our family was three children then, 
Roeberta the oldest, Wesley, a boy next, Elaine 
the youngest, and I was needed at home more 
than on the road. 

Tmoved to Westlock, Alberta where I worked 
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for the H.C. dealer. In Westlock, we built our 
lirst home. We lived there nine years. The dealer 
there sold his place of business so I moved back 
to Edmonton and worked for I.H.C. truck depart 
ment as a mechanic for one year. Isold my place 
in Westlock and moved to Thorsby, Alberta. I 
bought a home here and have lived here for 22 
years. I was employed by the Chrysler dealer 
here in Thorsby where my children finished 
school, 

My oldest girl Roeberta, died in 1947. My son, 
Wesley, finished high school here in Thorsby and 
went to Olds Agriculture School for three years. 
He then farmed my land for five years when he 
was taken sick and had an operation and was not 
able to farm. He went back to Olds and took a 
course in landscaping. He now owns his own 
business and Is doing good 

‘My youngest daughter is married and lives on 
Vancouver Island. She has two children, both 
girls. Wesley has four children, one boy and 
three girls. 

‘My wife was agent for Alberta Government 
‘Telephones here in Thorsby, until they changed 
the system to automatic. She then was employed 
with Northern Alberta Dairy Pool as a 
bookkeeper for the Thorsby Cheese Factory until 
1975 when she retired. I am also retired now in 
1977. We are enjoying life and just returned from 
my daughter's place on the Isiand, where I did a 
lot of salmon fishing with an old neighbor, J. 
Jones who also lived at Leedale. 











HANSEN, BEN 

T was born in Hatting, Denmark in 1947 and 
moved to Canada with my parents in 1957 and we 
lived at Coronation, Ponoka, and Edmonton 
before moving fo the Leedale district in May of 
1 

In 1966 I met and married Donna Glenday of 
Edmonton and in August of 1968 our son, 
Micheal, was born. We left the place in May, 1969 
after confirming a place with the Edmonton Fire 
Department, where I am presently employed. 
Our daughter Tammy was born in May 1971, Kel- 
ly in July, 1973 and Mana in October, 1974. 

In late June of 1968 it seemed that the whole 
country was on fire. While working on dad’s 
place a call came to get home and work up land 
at the south end of our place, as a bush fire had 
gotten away from our neighbors. In the mean. 
time half of the neighbors were fighting a fire on 
the Melvin Simmons farm. 

‘The really hard part about leaving was saying 
goodbye to all the friends we had made during 
the year spent on the farm; even now when we sit 
and talk about that year we get homesick 





JOHN CHARLES HOPPER — by Jean Hopper 

John Charles Hopper was born in 1885 at 
Langley Moor near Durham, England. His 
parents were farmers and also owned a hotel in 
Langley Moor. As a young man he worked on the 
farm, at the hotel, and also drove the local doctor 








on his rounds. The lure of a new and better life 
caused him to immigrate to Canada in 1906. 
Before homesteading in the Benjamin district in 
1906 he worked on a farm in Manitoba as well as 
working in the logging camps in the wintertime 
at Coleman, Alberta. 

After twice returning to England he wed 
Mildred Mary Gilliam in 1912. At that time she 
was the posimistress at Langley Moor. When 
Charlie and Polly (as the couple were known) 
were married they returned to Canada accom: 
panied by Mr. and Mrs. Gilliam Sr. to live on a 
farm in the Symond district. When their house 
was completed on the homestead in the Ben- 
jamin district they moved there. 

Charlie was for some time a trustee of the 
Benjamin school which was located about two 
and one-half miles distant from the homestead. 
‘The livestock that was sold from the farm had to 
be transported a long way to market in Lacombe 
by wagon or sleigh before the coming of the 
railway to Rimbey. 

In 1929 the Hoppers purchased their first 
automobile, a model T Ford car. This was a 
great help in getting to town, providing it didn’t 
rain and make the roads impassable. 

Charlie and Polly had one son, Sidney 
Charles, who married Jean Beddoes of the 
Lockhart district in 1950. They have two 
children, Ron and Susan. 

Charles’ wife passed away in 1964 after a 
lengthy illness. Charlie continued to live in his 
home for several years before moving to the 
Senior Citizen's Lodge in Rimbey in 1973. Follow- 
ing a serious illness, he was transferred to the 
Rimbey Auxiliary Hospital in 1975, where he was 
still living in 1977. 


JERPE J. E. 

Mr. Jerpe filed on his homestead the NW 18- 
41-3-W5 on March the 16, 1906. He received his pa- 
tent on January 11, 1912. He owned a butcher 
shop in Chicago and after the death of his fiance 
he came to Canada and settled in the Benjamin 
District. 

‘Mr. Jerpe lived in the hasement of his home 
and never finished the upper part of his home. He 
farmed in a small way and was a very religious 
man friendly and lived a quiet life. He served on 
the Benjamin School Board. 

In the winter of 1936 or 1937 he was found dead 
in his home by Clarence Ferguson. 


JONES, JOHNNY 

Johnny Jones was born at Lacombe in 1908. 
He moved a sawmill to the Faraway area in 1935, 
and first became acquainted with the neighbors 
in the Leedale district then, although he resided 
in Rimbey at that time. 

He bought the quarter we lived on in 1945 as 
he had been in the airforce from 1943 to 1946. 

He married Louise Mohn in 1952. She had 
been teaching in Midland and later taught at 
Gimlet for two years, 

















Spring of 1942.5. Jones getting provisions to his mil. Crossing 
the Medicine River a Leedale 





‘Steamer broken through the bridge neat Jone’ Mil 


People in the Leedale area cut logs and made 
lumber at the Jones mill for the curling rink, 
then they trucked the lumber to its present site, 
where through community effort they all con: 
structed it 

We sold the farm in 1965 and have moved near 
the Oyster River on Vancouver Island. 








KILPATRICK, DON 
— by Alfred Kilpatrick 

Donald Kilpatrick, my father, was born April 
seventh 1883 in Huron County, Ontario and he 
came west to Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan in the 
spring of 1910. He was a carpenter and built 
several barns at Tuxford, Sask. Lillie May Mof- 
fat, my mother was born October 30, 1885 near 
Hensil, Ontario. She came west in'1910 on a 
harvest excursion and used to tell of how hard 
the train seats were on that train ride to Regina, 
Sask. Dad and Mother were married in 1912 on 
March 12 at Moose Jaw. They took out a 
homestead near Lake Johnston at Old Wives, 
Sask. Dad served on the council for the 
‘Municipality of Hillsborough and also on the Bay 
Island School Board. 

Itwas the early twenties in the spring when a 
storm started up, before long it turned into a 
howling blizzard. Cattle were driven by the 
storm into fence corners and died there. The 
storm also drove cattle and sheep out onto Lake 
Johnston and they fell into large cracks that 
were in the ice and perished there. 

In 1918 when the flu hit the country, quite a 
number of people in our area contacted it but I 
never remember of the folks telling of too many 
people dying from it. Dad came down with it but 
us children and mother escaped the flu. 

In our family four children were born. Burns 
my oldest brother was born February 16, 1913 at 
‘Moose Jaw. I, Alfred was born on the homestead 
on April 21, 1915. Margaret my sister was born in 
Hensil, Ontario when mother and dad took a trip 
back to Ontario in the winter of 1920 and 1921, 
Bob the youngest was born on the homestead on 
April 18, 1922. 

Drought and depression hit about 1929 on the 
prairies. Lake Johnston dried up to where old 
wells were found. These wells were dug and 
ribbed about the later part of the 1800's, so the 
old timers used to say. ean remember as a child 
going out to the pasture with my dad and brother 
to pick buffalo chips as they were called (they 
were dried cow manure) to burn for fuel in the 
summer as there was no wood on the prairie. 
During those years we always had a garden. Our 
house was up on a hill and about a quarter mile 
away there was a low area in which Mother 
always planted the garden and it produced plen- 
ty for our family 

In 1933 Dad came up to Alberta and rented a 
farm north east of Rimbey. When he returned to 
Saskatchewan he was unable to raise enough 
‘money to ship up to Rimbey so we were unable to 
make it for that year. In the spring of 1934 T came 
to Alberta and worked east of Rimbey for the 
summer and in the fall I helped thresh around 
Leedale. After 23 years on the prairie Mother 
and Dad could no longer take the dry years on 
the homestead so they pulled up stakes and 
moved to the Leedale area. They shipped up two 
rail cars of machinery, six horses, four cows, 
chickens and household effects to Eckville. It 
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was right after Thanksgiving that they arrived 
and they then trailed up to a vacant house of 
Scotty Houston's and we lived there for the 
winter. 

Previously to coming to Alberta Dad went to 
Regina to get transportation to Alberta but was 
turned down on two occasions. A neighbor was 
going to Regina to get transportation to northern 

ask. and dad asked him to try and get it for him 
to Alberta. Our neighbor was successful and so 
we made it to Alberta. Iremember one homesick 
horse we brought up from the prairie with us, his 
name was Dan. Twice he got away, once I found 
him at Dixon and the other time ai Benalto close 
to the river, had he been used to water I'm sure 
he would have crossed the Medicine River and 
perhaps made his way back to the prairie before 
we could have caught him. 

In the spring of 1935 we rented the Frank 
Hancher farm and moved there for a year. Then 
in the spring of 1936 we bought the Louis Guth 
quarter NE 31413-W5. This was our home. 
About a couple of years later the NW 31 was 
bought and Dad and us boys worked at grubbing 
and getting more land into production. It was a 
lot of hard work but we were always abie to have 
plenty to eat and fodder for our livestock. With 
the mills that were west of us Burns and 1 worked 
{n the lumber camps in the winter and later on 
Bob also worked there too. It was some years 
after I was married that Dad bought another 
quarter of land from Frank Johnsman the SE 6 
42.3-W5. 

I, Alfred married Mary Johnsman in 1941 and 
we have two children’ Frankie and David 
Frankie finished her high school at Eckville and 
then joined the Air Force. She married Robert 
Matkins who is Program Manager of the Mon- 
tana Large Aperture Siesmae Array for Ford 
Aerospace and Communications Corporation. 
‘They live in Billings, Montana and have two boys 
David and Roby. David our son took part of hls 
High School in Eckville and finished in Red Deer. 





an Kilpatrick Family: Left to right: Alfed Kilpatrick, Bob 


Kilpatrick, and. Burns Kilpatrick 
Margaret, and Dan Kilpatrick 


Front row: Mrs Kilpatrick, 








He also went to Olds and took Agriculture 
‘Mechanics. Barbara his wife Is a R.N. and took 
her training in Saskatoon. They are now living in 
the area and farming our place in the Benjamin 
district. They have two girls, Shannon and 
Melanie, 

‘Margaret married Gale Scott in 1945 and they 
have three girls. Audrey married Wm. McKay 
and they live in Fort Si. John, B.C. They have 
two children, Janet married Paul Lange and 
they live at Sundre and have two girls. Francie 
works in Edmonton. 

Bob married Vivian Broderson in 1949 and 
they live in Rocky Mountain House. They have 
three children. Loyd is married and has a son 
and lives in Olds. Colleen works in Rocky Moun- 
tain House and Brenda is still at home. 

Burns my brother lives on the home place and, 
is not married, 

Dad passed away in April of 1955 and Mother 
in February of 1964, and they are buried in the 
Mount Auburn Cemetery at Rimbey. 








KRAFT, GOTTFRIED (FRED) 

Fred’ Kraft was born at Saratov, Russia on 
May 28, 1893 and came to Canada in 1914. He 
served in the First World War in France with the 
10th Battalion and on November 15, 1915 enlisted 
with the 89th Battalion in Calgary. He received 





Fred and Sena Krat 
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British War and Victory medals and decorations. 
Fred was discharged from the army on May 30, 
1919 in Calgary, where he married Sena 
Bardenhagen on July 19 of the same year. Sena, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carson Bardenhagen, 
Sr., of the Benjamin District, was born in Elk 
Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A. on December 17, 1891. 
‘Their sons, Ole, January 18, 1921; Victor, 
February 26, 1923; and Floyd, August 25, 1924, 
were born at Gilby, Alberta. Then they moved to 
Calgary, where Robert was born on July 15, 1926, 
In 1928 they moved to Loyalist, where Ben was 
born on July 23, 1932, In 1933 they moved back to 
the Gilby district. 

After a lengthy illness, Fred passed away in 
1942. Sena resided in the district for a number of 
years and then moved to Eckville where she 
purchased a house and lived there until the time 
of her passing on December 18, 1966. Both Fred 
and Sena are laid to rest in the Kalmu (Gilby) 
cemetery. 

Ole Kraft married Maxine Rogers of Tofield 
in November 1949. He began work for the Alberta 
Wheat Pool in 1951 at Delburne and then moved 
to Wetaskiwin where their daughter, Karen Lynn 
(now Mrs. Ronald Draper of Hillspring) was 
born April 11, 1953. Later that year they moved to 
Fleet. Their second daughter, Nita Loulse, was 
born on June 9, 1955 at Castor. She Is now Mrs. 
Norman Nelson and resides in Lethbridge. From 
Fleet, Ole and Maxine and family moved to 
Conrich and then to Hillspring in southern Alber- 
ta, In 1972 Ole was transferred to Welling, south 
of Lethbridge, where he is still employed. They 
make thelr home In Magrath, Alberta. 

Victor Kraft served In the army from 1942 un. 
til 1946. He married the former Joy Berryman 
and they had four children, Judy, June, Steven 
and Pat. The family lived in Whitecourt for 
many years, where Victor owned and operated a 
trucking business. He died of injuries suffered in 
a chuckwagon accident at the Red Deer Fair on 
Tuly 21, 1976, 

Floyd Kraft served with the Medical Corp in 
the army from 1940 until 1946, and died as the 
result of drowning In 1948, at the age of 24 years. 

Robert Kraft received his education at 
Eckville and served in the army from 1944 to 
1946. He worked for the Alberta Wheat Pool at 
Sylvan Lake and Elspeth from 1951 until 1960. He 
married Betty Hansen in December, 1955. Betty, 
daughter of Albert and Hazel Hansen, was born 
and raised in the Bluebell district south of 
Eckville, where she received nine years of her 
education and completed her high school In 
Eckville. After finishing Grade 12, she worked at 
the Eckville Hospital for several months and 
then spent one year working in the office at the 
Eckville Co-op. On June 1, 1954 Betty started 
work at the local Post Office and is still 
employed there. 

In 1961 Robert attended ‘Molar System of 
Schools” in Calgary, where he received his cer: 
tificate in barbering. In June, 1962 he obtained 

















his provincial license, after which he operated a 
Barber Shop in Eckville for the next ten years. 

Robert and Betty are very interested in sports. 
having both been active curlers for many 
years. Robert was Instrumental in the construc- 
tion of the local arena and has spent several 
years as a member of the “Arena Operating 
Committee”. At present he Is a member of the 
Eckville Town Council. 

Ben Kraft and his wife, the former Joan 
Wingate of the Leedale district, reside at 
Sicamous, B.C. They have five children: Ariel, 
Bonnie, Brian, Lori and Marnie. Ben is employed 
by the Co-op Lumber Mill at Canoe, B.C. 








LAND, CHARLES 

Charlie and Kathleen Land came to Canada in 
1913, and settled in the Benjamin District on the 
‘SE 28-41-3-W5. They homesteaded a bush quarter 
and started the painstaking job of clearing it by 
hand and having It broken by horses with a 
wooden beam breaking plow. 

‘There were several other families in the dis- 
trict at that time, so the roads went from farm to 
farm across country, and to the school, which 
was the centre of community life. Here dances, 
box socials and social evenings were held and 
Charlie used to help with the entertainment.by 
singing and whistling across the blade of a knife. 

Since they lived eleven miles from town, 
which was quite a long trip with horses and 
wagons, they and the neighbors used to take 
turns to fetch the groceries and the mail, that 
way each family would only have to make the 
tedious trip every three or four weeks and as 
there was no railway, Charlie took his turn haul- 
ing freight from Lacombe to Leedale. 

‘In 1917 the Land house burned down with all 
their possessions, and so for the next couple of 
years they lived at the Hiram Cutler farm near 
Rimbey. They returned to Benjamin after that 
time to rebuild their home. 

When the road allowances were surveyed 
every farmer worked to make the graded roads. 
‘They used horses and a slip for the high land. 
‘This dug up the dirt and conveyed it to the proper 
place. When they had to go over low lying ground 
they corduroyed it, which meant cutting trees 
and laying them side by side over the swampy 
ground and covering them with dirt hauled with 
‘wagons with moveable floors. 

As more land was cleared and crops grown, 
they used to cut and stook the grain then stack It, 
so that later on in the fall or winter it could be 
threshed when the threshing machine made it's 
rounds to the different farmers. 

‘The Land’s bought their first car, a Model T in 
1927, but sleighs were still used in winter as the 
roads were not suitable for cars. 

In 1942 Charlie had a very bad heart attack. 
He never actively farmed after that but became 
Interested in gardening and his son Herb took 
over the farm. They retired to Bentley in 1950, 


where Charlle had a model garden and they both 
enjoyed their retirement. 

Charlie and Kathleen ‘had four children, one 
son and three daughters. 

Herbert married (Mrs.) Joan Porter who had 
twins, a boy Keith and a girl Barbara. Kelth is at 
Fox Creek. Barbara married Robert Barlow of 
Calgary and they have two daughters, Michele 
and Alison and they are now residing in 
Chilliwack, B.C, To Herbert and Joan a son 
Michael was born and he is at home on the farm 
with his parents. 

Alice married Charles Arrowsmith of 
Rimbey, they have one son Douglas who married 
Lois Golder of Lacombe. Douglas and Lois have 
two children, a son Larry and a daughter Connie. 
Alice, Charles and Douglas and family live in 
B.C. at Armstrong and Enderby. 

‘Ada married James Haarstad of Bentley 
‘They have two sons Denis and Dean. Denis 
married Pat Beranek and they have one son 
David and one daughter Brenda. Ada passed 
away in 1976, 

Ruby married Edward Motus of Eckville and 
they have two sons Ted and Steve and one 
daughter Kathleen, Ruby and family live in 
Ballwin, Missouri. 

Kathleen passed away in 1969 and Charlie in 
1973, and are buried at Bentley. 


LAYE, MR. AND MRS. BENJAMIN JOHN — by 
Mrs. Frank Laye 

In 1906 Mr, and Mrs. Benjamin Laye and their 
two children, Frank, age eight years and 
Marion, age five years, left Abrum, England. 
‘They came to Brandon, Manitoba’ where he 
worked at Brandon Machine Shop for a year. In 
1907 they came to Lacombe. Mr. Laye worked on 
the brick school there which was being built that 
year. Mrs. Laye cooked for some of the workers, 
‘On Febraury 28, 1908 they left Lacombe to come 
to the homestead with team and democrat, 
crossing Gull Lake, Alberta in a blizzard — there 
was not much snow before that. Four other 
children were born in the years to follow, 
Stanley, Lorna, Jessle, and Ralph. Mrs. Laye 
passed away in December 1940, age 66 years. Mr, 
Laye passed away September, 1959, age 85 

Frank married Dorothy Guest. They reside in 
the Benjamin District. They have one daughter, 
Margaret, who married Lenard Scott and 
farmed in the Lecory area. They have two 
children: Murray and Heather. 

‘Marion married Harry Robb of Carlos. They 
farmed in that area. They had three children, 
Norma, Howard and Leonard. Harry passed 
away September, 1952. Marion passed away Ju 
ly, 1974, age 75 years. Norma married Harvey 
Stewart of Bluffton, they have a farm there, 
‘They have three children Leslie, Ronald and 
Marilyn, Leslie married Linda Jones of Sorren- 
to, B.C., now living at Red Deer. Ronald and 

are at home. Howard married Janet 























Wilson of Bingley. The home farm at Carlos was 
left to him, where they reside. They have six 
children, Pamela, Angelia, Becky, Sheldon, 
Monica ‘and Sherman all at home. Leonard 
married Debra Wilson of Bingley. They are liv- 
ing near Rocky Mountain House. They have five 
children, Kevin, Calvin, Dean, Denise and 
Melanie ‘all at home. 

Stanley married Kathleen Neumeyer of 
Potter Creek. They took over his father's farm, 
‘They had one daughter Shirley. Stanley passed 
away October 1975 age 65 years. Shirley married 
Richard Eluik of Eckvilie, He works for John 
Deere Parts and Service of Olds. They have one 
son Ryan. 

Lorna married Hardin Chaffee of Rimbey. 
‘They lived at Willesden Green District until 1983 
when Hardin went into the army. Lorna moved 
into Rimbey with the four oldest children until 
1945 when Hardin returned from overseas, the 
latter part of May. In the fall of 1945 they 
moved to Wainwright where Hardin worked in 
the Quarter Masters Store. They stayed there a 
year, until his discharge from the army. They 
moved back to Rimbey until 1956 when they 
moved to Edmonton. A year ago they moved to 
an acreage near Spruce Grove. They have eight 
children: Connie, Verlin, Navarro, Hardin Jr., 
Dale, Yvonne, Denis and Donna. Connie married 
Allan Maclean and lives near Alder Flats. He Is a 
battery operator. They have five children: 
Heather, Randy, Douglas, David and Tim 
Heather married Tony Maclennan and are liv- 
ing in Edmonton. They have one daughter 
Saylor. The others are not married. Verlin is 
married and lives in Edmonton. They have seven 
children. Navarro married Loretta Dimers. He 
operates a vacuum truck in the oll fields around 
Buck Lake. They have three children: Tina, 
Chad and Craig. Hardin Jr. and wife Judy lives 
‘on an acreage out of Spruce Grove. He is a 
carpenter for W. J. V. Bennet, They have three 
girls. Dale and wife lives in Edmonton. He is a 
machinist. They have two boys. Yvonne married 
Ed Schrieber. She is a supervisor for the Depart- 
ment of Finance in the Provincial Government, 
Denis is apprenticing electrician and is at pres 
ent at Fort McMurray. Donna married Gordon 
‘Thachuk. She works for the Department of 
Health and Welfare. 

Jessie married Fred Dentman of Rimbey 
‘They took over the family farm east of Rimbey. 
They have one daughter, Muriel. She married 
Leonard Ingram of Bentiey. They are farming 
east of Rimbey. They have two boys, Randy and 
Lorne. 

Ralph passed away the winter of 1923 at the 
age of four years. 

















DUNCAN AND ANNIE LAYTON — by Mary 
Blake 

‘One of the early families in the Benjamin dis- 
trict was that of Duncan and Annie Layton. An- 
nie’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Lockart, em- 








migrated from Nebraska, U.S.A. to Alberta in 
1903, and operated the first post office in the dis- 
trict then known as Lockhart. 

In the fall of 1905, Duncan Layton, who had 
left his home in Truro, Nova Scotia three years 
earlier to find work in the sawmills of British 
Columbia, returned to Alberta to file claims on 
homesteads for himself and five companions. 
‘They were Frank Wingate, Wallace Stevenson, 
George Fraser, Marner Smith and Jack Mink. 
Frank, Wallace, George and Duncan remained 
to farm the lands they homesteaded. Early in the 
spring of 1906 Mr. Layton began teaching in the 
newly organized Calkins Valley School Division, 
He had plans made up and obtained the permit 
for building a school in the Benjamin district. In 
1907 the newly-formed Benjamin School District 

ssued debentures and borrowed money to begin 
building. Link Boyer got the contract to build the 
school, assisted by Mr. Benjamin, a member of 
the school board. Mr. Layton taught from March 
until June of 1908, There was not enough money 
to continue longer. The first pupils consisted of 
three Taylor children and four of the Benjamin 
children. School was closed in May of 1910 when 
Mr. Benjamin, having “proved up”, got title to 
his land, then packed up his belongings and 
moved with his family back to Montana, Without 
the Benjamin children there were not the re- 
quired number of school children to operate the 
school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Layton were married on Oc- 
tober 28, 1908 and celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary before Mrs. Layton’s death in 1973. 
Mr. Layton, now 94 years of age, lives at the 
Valley Park Manor in Red Deer. He still 
remembers vividly his early years in the area as 
a teacher and a farmer. 














Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Layton and prandaughter Sandra 








Of their six children, the two eldest reside in 
the Benjamin district. James married Beryl 
Beddoes and they have made their home on the 
original Layton farm since 1941. Their only 
daughter, Sandra (Mrs. Colin Heard) lives in 
Petawawa, Ontario. 

Bob married Clara Tilleman, Their family in- 
cludes Donna (Mrs. Jim Pearson) Bob, Harvey, 
Allan, Heather (Mrs. Robert Guidam), Chris, 
(Mrs. Andy Brown) and Tim and Tom. 

Laurie married Lenore MacLean and they 
will be retiring to White Rock in 1977. They have 
one daughter, Linda (Mrs. Greg Berry) and a 
son, Keith, 

Jessie (Mrs. Hal Beddoes) of Kamloops, B.C. 
has just retired from a nursing career. ‘They 
have four sons, Michael, Sandy, Ken and Lan. 

Mary (Mrs. F. H.’ Blake) retired from 
teaching and lives in Red Deer. She has two sons, 
John and Tony. 

Layton L. married Reva Hyde, and lives in 
Vancouver, B.C. They have a son, Mark and a 
daughter, Tammy. 


LINER, JOHN AND FAMILY 

Early in the year 1910 John Liner left his 
home in Sweden and sailed for Canada. With him 
was his brother Olaf and later the same year 
another brother Per also came to Canada, They 
first came to Barons, Alberta, where a sister and 
brother-in-law lived. The brothers were all 
carpenters and for several months they worked 
at carpenter work in Southern Alberta. 

They then came north to Lacombe looking for 
homesteads. About 30 miles west of Lacombe 
there were three homesteads available in Sec. 
15-41-3-W9. John filed on the SE quarter, Olaf 
filed on the SW quarter and Per on the NW 
quarter of this section. That winter the brothers 
built a log house on John’s quarter. When spring 
‘came they went south again to do carpenter work 
for the summer. 

In the fall of 1911 John’s wife Edla and three 
children Anders six, Anna five and Alice two 
sailed for Canada. Per's wife Mina and son Gun 
nar came at the same time. After the ocean 
voyage and long train ride across Canada they 
finally arrived at Lacombe. John and Per were 
there to meet them and the trip to the 
homesteads was made with a team of horses and 
a wagon, The first winter John's and Per’s 
families and Olaf all lived in the log house that 
had been built the previous winter. Per and Olaf 
built houses on their homesteads that winter and 
moved to their own homes in the spring. 

John built a log barn on his land, A few head 
of cattle were bought, also some pigs and 
chickens, A few acres of land were cleared and 
John purchased a team of oxen to break the land. 
He often had to leave his family and go out to 
work at his carpenter trade to get some much 
needed money. Income from the land was very 
meager the first years. 

In April 1913 another daughter was born to the 














47 


Joho Liner, 


family. She was named Albertina which was 
soon shortened to Alta. She grew to be a happy 
healthy little girl. 

‘Anders started school at the Benjamin School 
in 1913. His first teacher was Miss Flo Johnson. 
Anna started school the following year. Mr. D. 
M. Layton was our teacher that year. We found 
school difficult at first, because we did not know 
the English language. However we soon learned 
enough of the language so we could understand 
our teacher and our progress at school was quite 
favorable. 

During the summer months wild berries were 
plentiful, We picked saskatoons, wild 
raspberries and blueberries, which were 
preserved for winter. 

In July 1916 tragedy struck our family Edla, 
our dear Mother, passed away a few hours after 
the birth of her daughter Gladys. John was 
heartbroken and did not know how he would 
manage to raise his family by himself. Mr. and 
Mrs. Archie Putland, who had no ci f 





Iren of 
their own, offered to ‘adopt Baby Gladys. John 
did not want to give up his little daughter but he 
felt that it would be best for his little girl, So the 
adoption papers were signed and Gladys became 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Putland. They were 
very good to her and she had a very happy 
childhood. For the next two years the other four 
children stayed with relatives in southern Alber: 
ta and John worked at his carpenter work. 

In December 1918 John married Sofia Peter 
son, who had just recently come from Sweden. 
He’ then brought his family back to the 
homestead. We were all happy to be back and we 
were happy to have a new mother. Again we 
went to school at Benjamin. By this time , Alice 
was school age also and two years later Alta 
started school. We had a long walk to school as 
our homestead was four miles from the Ben 
jamin Schoo! but we had a path through the bush 
which shortened the distance a bit. In 1921 John 














bought the quarter section which had been his 
brother Per’s homestead and we moved there. 
We now had a better house and we were a mile 
closer to school. There also was more land under 
cultivation so it was not necessary to work out as 
much. 

After finishing school Anders worked with his 
Dad on the farm for a number of years. He also 
worked in southern Alberta in the harvest fields 
for several years. In 1930 he filed on a homestead 
at Winfield. He built a log house there and it 
became his home for many years. Besides clear- 
ing land and developing his homestead he 
worked in lumber camps and for a time as a sec. 
tion man on the C.P.R. railway. In,}952 he sold 
his homestead and bought his father's farm in 
the Benjamin District. He farmed there until 
1968, when he sold the farm and bought a home in 
Rimbey. In October of 1968 Anders married Eva 
Andrews and Andy and his wife still live in 
Rimbey. 

Anna finished grade nine in the Benjamin 
School. ‘Then she went to Calgary where she 
finished her high school and went to Normal 
School. She taught school for eight years in 
several school districts In Central Alberta. After 
the death of her step-mother in 1936 Anna came 
home to keep house for her father and help on the 
farm. In 1944 Anna and John left the farm and 
went to White Rock, B.C. where they lived until 
John passed away in March, 1948, After her 
father’s death Anna came back to Alberta and in 
1949 she married Andrew Crawford, who farmed 
south of Eckville. Andy and Anna continued to 
farm in the Diamond Valley District until 1971, 
when they sold their farm and bought a home in 
Red Deer, where they now reside. 

After ‘finishing school Alice worked in 
Calgary for a number of years. In 1939 she 
married Gust Svenson of the Winfield District. 
Gust had a farm west of town where he and Alice 
lived for many years. Their son Alfred was born 
in 1940, Alice passed away in 1964. Gust con- 
tinued to live on the farm until his passing in 
1975, Alfred is still farming on his parents farm, 

Alta finished her high school in Calgary. Then 
she went to Normal School. She taught school for 
a few years, then she went to the Western Baptist 
Bible College and became a missionary. In 1943 
she went to Nigeria, Africa under the Sudan 
Interior Mission. She served two four year terms 
in Africa. She came home on furlough in 1947 just 
before her father’s passing. She went back for 
her second term in the fall of 1948. The climate In 
Africa was hard on her health, so she found she 
had to give up her work as a missionary. In 1956 
she went to the Peace River District to teach 
school. There she met Edmond Roy and she and 
Edmond were married in 1957. Alta continued 
teaching for a few years after her marriage, 
while Edmond was farming. Then they moved to 
Peace River town where they worked for a 
number of years. They are now retired and living 
in Kelowna, B.C. 

















Gladys was taken by her foster parents to 
Burnaby, B.C. while she was still very young and 
they continued to live in the Vancouver Area for 
many years. Gladys became a teacher and 
taught ‘school on Vancouver Island. She was 
about 25 years old when she was told that she had 
been adopted. She then came to Alberta to visit 
her father and brother and sisters. She stayed 
with her father and Anna for nearly a year, Then 
she went back to B.C. where she has lived most 
of her life. 


LINER, OLAF FAMILY 

In the fall of 1910 Olaf Liner filed on a 
homestead in the Benjamin District. It was the 
SW 15-41-3.W5. He built a house on his land in the 
winter of 1912, later he cleared land and built 
fences. He also worked at his carpenter trade 
much of the time. 

In I917 he went to Sweden and brought his 
wife Lydia and son Algot with him back to 
Canada. They came to the Barons District of 
southern Alberta where they rented an empty 
farm house and Olaf worked as a carpenter for 
about two years. Their son Algot attended the 
Garden Prairie School. In July 1918 their son 
Harry was born. In the spring of 1919 they rented 
a farm southwest of Barons, but this farming 
venture proved unsuccessful. They suffered 
three years of crop failure, due to drought, 
cutworms and grasshoppers. Another son Rober 
was born in March of 1920, 

In the fall of 1921 Olaf moved his family to his, 
homestead in the Benjamin District where they 
lived for about a year and a half and Argot 
attended school at Benjamin, In 1923 Olaf sold 
his homestead and the family lived in Calgary 
for about a year. Then in the fall of 1924 Olaf 
bought a C.P.R. quarter in the Lochart District, 
the SE_13-413-W5. Olaf worked hard on this 
farm. He cleared about 100 acres of land and 
broke it with horses. They also raised pigs, cattle 
and milked cows. 

‘Their youngest son Carl was born in January, 
1927. Harry and Robert were now school age. 
They went to the Calkins Valley School. Later 
Cari also had his schooling at Calkins Valley. 

Algot worked in southern Alberta and at 
various jobs in the Calgary area. He remained a 
bachelor all his life. He now Is retired and living 
in Calgary. 

Harry bought a truck and for about 15 years 
he operated a trucking business known as 
“Liner’s Transport”. Then he bought his father’s 
farm, where he is still living and continuing to 
farm. In 1945 Harry married Marie Krossa, 
some years later they built a nice new home on 
the farm. Harry and Marie have three children, 
Susan, Annette and Gordon. They also have six 
grandchildren. 

Robert bought land in the Lockhart District 
which he continued to farm for several years, He 
also helped Harry with the trucking business. In 
1957 Robert married Alice Haarstad. They con- 

















tinued to live on the farm and built a lovely new 
home. In 1966 Bob and Alice decided to move to 
B.C. they had a sale and sold their farm equip- 
‘ment and livestock. They moved to Rutland, B.C. 
and for a time Bob worked as a carpenter. Then 
they bought a farm at Armstrong where they 
lived for several years. In 1972 Bob and Alice 
moved back to Alberta and they are now living 
on a farm in the Lockhart District. 

Carl became an Auto Body Mechanic. He was 
married in 1957 and bought a home in Calgary 
Carl and his wife Martha still live in Calgary and 
he Is continuing to work at his trade. 





Olaf and Lydia Liner on thei Golden Wedding Anniversary 
Dee, 198, 


Olaf and Lydia Liner moved to Calgary when 
they retired from farming and bought a home in 
the clty. On December 3, 1958 they celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary with a family 
dinner at the home of their son Harry and in the 
afternoon they had open house at Robert’s farm 
where many friends and neighbors gathered to 
wish them well. In 1966 Olaf suffered a stroke 
which left him partly paralyzed. Lydia continued 
to look after him and nurse him through his long 
illness. He passed away in December 1971. Lydia 
lived in her home in Calgary for sometime after 
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her husband’s death. Then she sold her home and 
is now living in the Senior Citizen's Lodge at 
Rimbey. At age 93 she still enjoys fairly good 
health and keeps busy crocheting and knitting. 





LINER, PER FAMILY 

In the fall of 1910 Per Liner filed on the NW 15- 
41.3-W5. During the winter of 1912 he built a 
house on his land and dug a well. In the spring he 
and his wife Mina and son Gunnar moved to the 
homestead. He was busy that summer clearing 
some land and getting a few acres broken. He 
built a log barn and a chicken house. He bought 
horses, some cattle and chickens. Like his 
brothers, Per often had to leave home to do 
carpenter work to supplement his income. Gun- 
nar who was ten years old was a big help with the 
chores when his father was away. Gunnar 
started school at Benjamin soon after they were 
settled on the farm. He soon learned the English 
language and made good progress at school. 

Per’s health began to fail in the fall of 1916 
and after an illness of several months he died in 
April 1917. Mina and Gunnar left the homestead 
for about a year and found work in Calgary, but 
they came back to the farm in 1918 and Gunnar 
bought livestock and equipment and began to 
farm his father’s homestead. However after the 
extremely long cold winter of 1919 and 1920 they 
decided to move to a warmer climate. They had 
a sale in the summer of 1920 and moved to 
California. In 1920 John Liner bought thelr farm, 
Mina passed away a few years later. Gunnar 
continued to live in California and worked at 
various jobs. He Is now retired and lives in Los 
Angeles. 











MEMORIES OF “OLD BALDY” 

hers know the hill as “Old Baldy or “Snake 
Hill” but to myself and my brothers it was Just 
“Grandpa's Hill”. I do not know its history from 
1919 when my grandparents came from Iowa to 
this valley. Some say there is an Indian grave 
beside the pathway which runs along the top. A 
pioneer once built a home right near the brow of 
this small mountain and indeed I did see this old 
basement or foundation on the trail when grand- 
pa and grandma took us for a Sunday climb. As a 
ittle child I remember how lovely “the hill” 
looked with it's blanket of shiny green 
chickenberries. 

When Grandpa came to Canada he had In- 
tended living near Leedale on a flat quarter sec. 
tion of land, but Grandma was so homesick for 
the “Old Country” that they settled here instead. 
The hill reminded them of Scotland. A fire 
cleared all trees from it and this is how it got it’s 
name in the 1920's. It lies on the farthest 
northwest end of the Medicine Hills. In the 1920's 
and 1930's we walked right up the south-west face 
of it over slippery leaves and jagged rocks, 
grasping small trees and going in a winding 
direction so we wouldn't slip. Grandpa always 
warned us to be careful or “you'll roll right down 























the hill”, Tt took about one half hour to climb 
right up to the snake pit where we rested. Once 
Grandpa showed me the snakes writhing around 
in their sunny rock cavern. Grandma was 
always afraid to go there alone, for once she had 
gone looking for berries around the back of the 
hill and become lost. She finally came to a wire 
fence and followed it to the fields near the house. 
Once too a grey wolf had chased their dogs, when 
they ventured too near the dark forest at the 
north end. So to us children “The Hill” was a 
very wonderful and mysterious place where we 
went for a climb on Sunday. Grandpa walking 
ahead with his Willam Walking Stick, then came 
we children followed by Taffy the old sheep dog 
and last came Grandma keeping watch over us. 
It was worth the effort when we reached the top. 
‘There we sat down on a soft carpet of moss and 
leaves to view the snowy mountains and the 
Medicine Valley below. Grandpa pointed out the 
neighbor's farms to the northwest and the 
Calkins Valley to the east. Best of all was seeing 
the roof of their log house right below nestled in 
the trees. 

The hill smelled of Balm of Gilead trees and 
raspberries. It was covered with anthills which 
Grandpa stirred or poked with his stick so we 
could see the poor little creatures rebuilding 
their mounds. I really wondered if the whole hill 
might be one hugh red anthill for I was terrified 
of them when they crawled into my shoes and bit 
fiercely. There were deer and other wild animals 
sheltering among the trees. Grandma became 
very upset when anyone hunted them. She 
thought of it as a natural sanctuary. 

Over the years “Old Baldy” has been many 
things to many people. Other neighbors have had 
sleigh-riding parties and hiking picnics along 
the old trail. Now the pavement runs right along 
the east side and the road crew built a look out on 
the south-east end. So our little mountain is not 
alone. 








THE NELS MOGENSEN FAMILY — by 
‘Margaret Mogensen 

Nels emigrated to the Calgary area from Den. 
mark in 1927 and I came from Denmark in 1929, 
We were married in Calgary in 1929, 

We lived in Calgary for 10 years, but at that 
time there was no workin the city, so we decided 
to go farming and came to the Benjamin district 
in the summer of 1939. Nels was never out of 
work after that! It was a raw quarter section 
with no roads. We lived in a tent for two month: 
while Nels helped the Layton boys with the hay- 
ing. Then they, in turn, helped him build a two. 
room log house. At the time we moved to the 
farm we had the three older boys. Hugh was 
nine, Ken was seven, and Norman was three 
years old, Until we got a well drilled the follow- 
ing summer we hauled water from Layton's 
spring, a distance of one mile. While we were liv 
ing in the tent we had a hail storm that almost 











killed our chickens and soaked everything in the 
tent. The mosquitoes were so bad that Norman 
was completely covered with bites. 

‘The road allowances was cleared the first 
summer from Lands to the northwest corner of 
our quarter. ‘The road itself was not built for a 
few years after that. 

In the fall Nels went harvesting at Balzac to 
earn some money for the winter. While he was 
gone Hugh and Tlald part of the kitchen floor and 
Tstarted to chink the logs inside the house. 

Our two horses ran away that summer, and 
we heard three months later that they were in 
the pound in Markerville. It cost $35 to get them 
back out again. In the meantime we had bought 
another horse from Charlie Land to use for haul- 
ing water. 

An early snowstorm brought Nels home from 
Balzac, but after things dried up again he was 
able to go and help Harry Thomas thresh, 

‘That first winter and spring Nels cleared 14 
acres and had It broken in the spring. In the 
summer of 1940 we had a well drilled. We had to 
drill down 150 feet to get water, so it was really 
heavy to pump. 

We brought ‘chickens with us from Calgary 
and bought a milk cow from Charlie Land, so we 
always had fresh milk and eggs. Nels worked for 
different neighbors for the going wage of one 
dollar a day to help buy groceries. The boys 
found life quite different from the city, with two 
and three-quarter miles to go to school, either on 
foot or on horseback. 

We were very fortunate that we were all 
healthy except for the fact that Norman was 
born with a club foot which required long and 
frequent treatment at the Red Cross Hospital in 
Calgary. Transportation was so poor that It was 
a problem getting him back and forth and his 
hospital stays were sometimes prolonged. 

Our life was generally untouched by the war 
except for communication with relatives in Den- 
mark. Letters were sent from Denmark to a 
friend in the United States, who forwarded them 
tous and the same with our letters to them until 
the United States entered the war. Then all 
letters had to go through the Red Cross and we 
could send a message of only 25 words. 

In 1941 Doris was born in Rimbey. We were 
worried about the availability of a doctor, as the 
doctor who had been there had joined the army, 
but another did come before she was born. 
Wayne was born in September of 1943. 

in 1947 Hugh left home to take Grade 11 in 
Eckviile, He worked on MacDonald's farm for 
his room and board with them. The next year he 
boarded at Wecker's near Bentley and took part 
of his Grade 12 there. Meanwhile, Ken was 
boarding at Jim Jaffrey’s and taking Grade 9 at 
Lockhart, as there was no teacher at Benjamin, 
Mr. McCullough, who was the school superinten- 
dent, offered to let him come and board at his 
home in Red Deer and finish his high school 
there. Hugh was able to go there, too, and pick up 

















the Grade 12 subjects that weren’t available to 
him in Bentle! 

We remember lots of good times during those 
years, things like community plenies, families 
getting together for Sunday dinners, Christmas 
concerts, whist drives, showers for all the young 
people of the community who got married, and 
the Benjamin Ladies Club. Isabel Guest had the 
first meeting of the Club and I had the second. 

In December of 1950 our house was complete- 
ly destroyed by fire. We had no insurance, so it 
was a terrible loss to us. Our neighbors were 
very good to us; they brought us bedding, 
household goods, and money. Laytons loaned us 
their old house and Herb Land pulled it in with 
his tractor. That winter we got out logs and 
sawed them and the following summer we 
started work on the new house. Rural electricity 
was being brought in at that time, so we had the 
house wired while we were building. 

An Incident happened about this time that 
we've always laughed about. We had some 
friends who drove up from Drumheller, but when 
they got as far as Baldy they got stuck in the mud 
from the heavy shower we had had that after- 
noon. Mr. Aagaard walked up to our place and 
his wife stayed at Boths. After supper Nels and 
Norman hitched up the horses to the wagon and 
Norman went down to get her. On the way Nor 
man thought he heard chickens and, sure 
enough, he found about half a dozen chickens 
riding along on the reach of the wagon. He 
stopped at Johnny Fraser's and put the chickens 
In their coal box and picked them up again on the 
way home. So Mrs. Aagaard arrived in fine style 
with a box of cackling chickens in the wagon with 
her. She had a good story to tell her city friends 
in Drumheller when she got back home, 

When Norman went to Grade 9 it was no 
longer being taught at Benjamin, so he went to 
Peterson’s in Bentley and boarded with them, 
helping in their hatchery. The next year the 
school bus from Rimbey came to within two 
alles so he was able to come back home and take 
the bus to school to finish his high schooling. 
‘Then in the mid 50's Benjamin School was closed 
and all the students were bused to Eckville. 
Doris and Wayne were able to finish high school 
without leaving home. 

In 1960 Linda and Beverly, our two eldest 
grandchildren, came to live with us and stayed 
for the next several years. Meantime, work on 
the farm was getting hard with Nels away a lot 
doing carpentry work, so in 1963 we sold the farm 
and moved to Eckville. There we built a new 
house where we lived for the next elght years. 
Nels built the Presbyterian Church in Eckville, 
as well as a number of houses In and around 
Eckville. was the librarian at the town library 
from its opening until we left elght years later, in 
1972. We made lots of good friends during our 
stay there and enjoyed many card games with 
them, 
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After talking about moving to Vancouver 
Island for several years, we finally did so in 1972, 
where we enjoy good health and many new 
friends — fishermen, card players and bowlers 
in the Duncan area. 


Our children: 

After finishing high school, Hugh took one 
year of education at University of Alberta and 
practice-taught at Andrew School for two 
months, After teaching during the following year 
at Morningside, he decided that he didn’t like 
teaching so he worked for a year and then went 
back to university and took geology. He married 
Helen Swainson of Burnt Lake In 1955. He has 
worked in the oil industry since finishing univer- 
sity and has always lived in Calgary except for 
three years in London, England. They have five 
daughters and one son. The two eldest daughters 
are in university, one in Calgary and one in 
Queen’s University at Kingston, Ontario. The 
others are still at home and in school. 

Ken married Norene Fiske of Markerville in 
1953 and had two daughters. He was remarried in 
1963 to Marilyn MacFarlane of North Battleford, 
Saskatchewan. They have two daughters and a 
son. Ken is part owner of Castle Appliance Ser. 
vice in Calgary, a thriving business with a large 
staff. His two older daughters are both married 
and living in Calgary. Linda has twin daughters 
and Beverly has a son. 

Norman worked in the bank in Rimbey for a 
year after finishing school then travelled around 
the world for two years, On his return he worked 
in Vancouver in the banking business for several 
years, He is now living in Victoria and working 
for the provincial government. In 1959 he 
married Joan Page of Cambridge, England. 
‘They have a son and a daughter who are both 
still at home and attending school. 

Doris finished school in 1959 and went to 
Calgary, where she worked for the Associate 
Clinic for four years. In 1962 she married Ron 
‘MecKoen of Calgary. They have three children — 
two boys and a girl who are all at home and 
attending school. They lived in Calgary for 
several years and now make their home in Port 
Alberni, B.C. where Ron works in industrial 
sales. 

Wayne finished high school in 1961 and went to 
work for a Tunisian family near Calgary for a 
year. This was a great help to him in learning to 
‘speak French. From there he went to university 
in Edmonton for a year, then to the University of 
British Columbia for two years. He then returned 
to Edmonton to get his Master’s degree in 
history two years later. He then went to Caen, 
France, as an exchange student, later getting his 
Ph.D. from Sorbonne in Paris. He married 
‘Muriel Collette in France in 1969. They moved 
back to Canada in 1970 and he is now teaching 
history at Laurentian University in Sudbury, On- 
tario. They have two small children, a boy and a 
girl, 























‘THE MOWBRAY FAMILY 
‘Mrs. Mowbray and her three sons, George, 
Ralph and Tom, three daughters Violet, Edith 
and Ethel came to the district in 1902. Another 
daughter Elizabeth had previously emigrated 
to Australia. They came from Langley Moor in 
the County of Dunham, England, where they 
operated a butcher shop. They settled on a 
CP.R. quarter NE 3.42-3-W5 where they made 
their home. This became a stopping place for 
travellers and the trail radiated through the bush 
in every direction from there. At first they filed 
on homestead land to the northwest of Leedale, 
but gave it up in favour of section 34-41-3-W5, of 
which Ralph had the northeast. George the 
northwest (since 1929 the home of Rose and Jon- 
ty Cummings), Tom had the southwest and their 
mother the south east quarter. George and his 
mother eventually moved to Rimbey to a small 
holding directly south of the present feed mill, 
the house and barn are still in good condition and 
occupied. George then started a butcher shop in 
Rimbey which he occupied for many years, until 
his death, The first shop was located on the site 
of the present Chapparel Restaurant and the sec- 
ond on the site of the present Roy’s T.V. George 
Mowbray also bought a lot of furs in those days 
from trappers and homesteaders. He was never 
married. Ralph drove the mall from Lacombe to 
Rimbey for Alfred R. Coverdale, who held the 
contract in those early days. He then moved to a 
farm south of Bentley and later to Lacombe, 
where he worked at the Experimental Farm un 
til his passing, he was married and had two sons. 
folet became Mrs. Chas. Braithwaite and lived 
on a farm just west of Lacombe in the 
Spruceville District. There she lived all her life; 
she had a family of four, two sons and two 
daughters, the oldest son Charles is still farming 
on the old place. Edith married Ed Johnson who 
was a carpenter and managed the Imperial 
Lumber in Rimbey until he built and operated 
his own yard which he sold to Alan Needham. 
‘They then moved to Calgary where they lived to 
their passing, they had a family of two daughters 
Ethel married Hiram Cutler who was one of the 
very first to arrive in the Blindman Valley, they 
had a large farm east of Rimbey which was later 
sold and they moved to B.C. where they lived the 
remainder of their lives. There was a family of 
two a son and a daughter. Hiram had roamed 
over a lot of Alberta around the turn of the cen- 
tury, trapping and packing and living off the 
country almost entirely. He was an interesting 
story feller of the happenings of the real early 
days of this area. 























‘THE WILLIAM LITTLE PORTER FAMILY 
Benjamin District, 1919-1951 — By Edna Carroll, 
a Granddaughter 

William Little Porter, with his wife Alice 
Mary (Dunn) Porter and daughter Norah, 26 
years of age came to Canada in 1919 from 'the 
farming area of Council Bluffs, Iowa, U.S.A. 





Originally from Castle Douglas, Scotland, 
William Porter came to Portsmouth, England to 
work for Archibald Dunn, who was in business as 
a Draper (men's suiting and Scottish woollens). 
After marrying Miss Alice Dunn, fourth 
daughter of iis employer, they decided to leave 
for America, where Mr. Porter was hired as a 
herdsman on a ranch of Armour’s Packing 
Plant 

Afier arriving at New York City, with Norah, 
12 years of age, In 1906, they proceeded to his 
work near Kansas City, Missouri. After working 
for 13 years in Missouri, Kansas, and Towa, 
they decided to take up land in Canada. They put 
a down payment on a piece of land near Leedale, 
but it was bleak and low-lying land, so they were 
fortunate in finding a quarter-section of beautiful 
hilly land in the Benjamin district. Losing their 
first initial payment given for the land at 
Leedale was a blow which was softened by the 
lovely new log house and the high hill on the half- 
section they settled on. At first they got their 
mail and groceries at the Gilby Store. The family 
attended church services at the Lockhart 
Church, where Norah sometimes played the 
organ. In this way they became acquainted with 
many Scottish settlers in the Lockhart district 
and gradually began trading in the town of 
Rimbey. 

Mr. and Mrs. Porter worked hard by today’s 
standards — milking cows and separating the 
milk, raising poultry, and seeding a few acres of 
the hilly soll to produce enough grain for the 
livestock. Mr. Porter farmed with horses and a 
walking plow at first. Although they were both 
middle-aged by the time they came to Canada, 
he pumped water by hand every morning for the 
livestock and for household use. They made their 
living, as most other people did then, from the 
sale of their eggs and cream and some pigs or 
cattle. They also went by horse and buggy to 
Rimbey once a week to shop, a distance of about 
14 miles. However, even though they had been 
used to modern machinery and city living they 




















Mr. and Mes, Porter, daughter Flo Shorock and Nora Shorrock 
bout 192, 
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never thought of themselves as pioneers, for the 
many neighbors around them had been here 
many years earlier. 

‘The daughter, Noran, married Mr. Jim Shor- 
rock of the Gilby district in 1923, and this union 
gave them three grandchildren. Mrs. Porter 
remained happy and quite well until only a year 
before she passed away in 1945 at the age of 76 
years. Mr. Porter continued to live alone, at 
home, and in good health and mind for a few 
years before coming to live at the home of his 
daughter, Mrs. Shorrock. He passed away 
suddenly in December, 1950, at the age of 86. Mr. 
and Mrs. Porter are both buried at the Rimbey 
cemetery, leaving three grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren, as well as seven great 
great-grandchildren at the present time. 








PRICES — PAST AND PRESENT — by Mary 
Kipatrick 

This is a list of groceries and provisions Link 
Boyer and Guy Farrow bought in 1902 before 
they came to the Medicine Valley near Leedale. 
This list was found in an old note and account 
book dating back to 1897. The approximate today 
prices are listed in the right hand column, 





































2joints stovepipe and damper $50 $ 3.50 
five gallon can and oll... 3.50 10.45 
(with coaloil today $1.10 a gallon) 
2 frypans site 65 6.00 
TAKE tins jevintesnsnterccoewn 3.00 
Istew kettle ont Jab 287 
100 shot gun shells 1150 36.00 
Lerimper and filler... "5 12.50 
pr. six inch strap hinges 20 2.05 
Lbutcher knife sn renee 409,00 
enamel stew pan... Sdextinet 
4enamel plates 6extinet 
Lib. gun powder "60° 12.00 
Bibs. shot No. 2 ‘30 3.00 
ipackage wads (5 2135 
5 bu. oats and sacl (5 4.00 
Silbs. beef... 3.75 70.20 
Sibs. tallow’. 
‘Team expenses 
10 bu. potatoes ... 32.70 
Beandles.. 
50 Ibs. flour 6.22 
100 Ibs. oatmeal sn. 65.00 
3sacks salt (per ib.) 7 
sugar (per Ib.) . : 23 
10lbs, nails ‘30 6.90 
lbs. spikes 506.90 
10lbs. butter 150 14.00 
i0lbs. prunes 1.00 11.90 
Baking powder 125 397 
Isquare ... 125 20.00 
1Diston saw. 225 11.65 
2bs. coffee 501.78 
Tspear ean 140 
shoes 3100 35.00 
shirts 1,50 20.00 
overalls... 125 21.25 
axe handle 35 4139 





REED, HOMER EUGENE AND ETTA — by D. 
McElroy 

Homer Eugene Reed was born on January 31, 
1874 at Jamestown, Indiana. 

He married Etta Mae Pierson in 1901, who 
was born in Howell, Michigan on September 22, 
1873. She was a widow with two small sons; Paul 
Lyle and Donald Samuel. 

On June 14, 1903 their daughter Eva Arlene 
was born. 

The family came to Canada from Washington 
in October 1915. They lived in the Benjamin dis. 
trict for a few years on a quarter later owned by 
George Guest, the SW 21-41-3W5 











ite Reed feeding her chickens about 1916, 


‘Then they bought a quarter of land in the 
Lockhart district and moved there. The Calkins 
‘Valley School was built on the south-west corner 
of thelr land. 

They farmed there for several years. They 
were good neighbors highly respected and made 
many friends. 

In 1936 because of ill health they retired and 
moved to Bentley, 

Gene passed away there on July 7, 1938 and 
Etta died on August 18, 1945. They’ are both 
buried in Bentley cemetery 

Paul passed away at Leslieville on March 4, 
1961 and is buried In the Mount Auburn 
Cemetery, Rimbey. 








Homer (Gene) and Esta Mae Reed with grandaughters Doris, 
Dorotha, abd Lis Pierson, Taken 1934 

















Don passed away at Bentley on November 2, 
1963, with Interment in Bentley Cemetery. 

Eva and her husband Howard Lockhart live 
in Spokane, Washington, where they are retired. 


REIDLINGER, JOHN — by Clydie Both 

Mr. John Reidlinger was married to Lydia 
Steinvandt in North Dakota, U.S.A. in 1914. The 
were both born and raised in North Dakota. They 
came to “Sunny” Alberta shortly after their 
marriage and farmed near Medicine Hat, until 
moving to the town of Medicine Hat in 1924 Here 
John worked whenever he could find employ- 
ment. They had nine children while living in and 
around Medicine Hat. 








Mr. and Mi. Joe Reidinger 


Ve left Medicine Hat in the ‘hungry thirties” 
and, along with five other families, moved west 
of Leedale. Our farm was about 11 miles west. 
‘We came out on the $600 Plan.” This money had 
to buy everything — two horses, one cow, a 
wagon, machinery, and another $600 was what 
we have to live on. Some months we had $10 and I 
also remember sometimes it was only $5. From 
this amount we had to buy 200 pounds of flour per 
month, and whatever was left was spent for 
other necessities. We surely learned to live off of 
the land! Getting to school was not easy, either. 














We had to walk four miles to the Aurora School, 
while in Medicine Hat we had had to go only two 
blocks. 

All six of the families moved into the Indian 
Cabins, which were two miles from the farm, 
‘They all traveled back and forth every day. 

‘The Indian Cabins had sod roofs and dirt 
floors. When it rained we had pots and pans set 
out everywhere to catch the drip. Dad found a 
frame house closer to our farm, and we then 
lived in this until we got our log house finished 
enough to move into it, We still had dirt floors in 
part of the house when we moved in! 

In later years, when most of the family had 
left home, Dad built another house, but Mother 
never lived to enjoy it. She died of cancer in May, 
1951, at the age of 59 years. She was buried in the 
Rimbey Cemetery. Dad never went back to the 
farm to live, and later sold it to Hugh Halliday 

Dad lived in a granary on Percy Thomas's 
farm for a year or so, then bullt himself a little 
house on a corner of a quarter owned by his 
daughter, Clydie, and her husband, Irvin Both in 
the Andrew area north of Eckville. He lived here 
for a number of years, but eventually went to the 
Senior Citizen's Lodge in Lacombe, in Rocky 
Mountain House, and in Sylvan Lake, where he 
would spend the winter, but come home to his 
own house in the summers. He always enjoyed a 
little farming if he could drive the John Deere 
tractor. 





oe and Lydia Ridlinger and five children. 





Dad passed away with a heart attack in the 
Sylvan Lake Lodge in March of 1969 at the age of 
78 years. He is buried beside Mother in the 
Rimbey Cemetery 

Mother and Dad had nine children. The first 
was Martha, who died when she was one and one- 
half years old. 

Elizabeth was married to Jack Shubert, and 
they had five children. They have now retired 
and are living in Rimbey. 

‘Eddie passed away in an accident and also is, 
buried in the Rimbey Cemetery. 

Ida married James Ferguson, and they have 
six children, three of whom are married. Th 
all live in Alberta, Jim and Ida have now retired 
to Eckville, after having farmed in the Benjamin 
area for many years. 

I (Clydie) married Irvin Both and we have 
five children. All except the youngest one are 
now married. Irvin and I farmed in the Andrew 
area for 36 years, but are now enjoying our 
retirement in Eckville. 

Alma was married to Milton Johnson, They 
have six children, all now married and living In 
various parts of Alberta. In later years Alma and 
Milton were divorced, and Alma is now married 
to Martin Sewchuk. They live in Red Deer and 
both of them are working there. 

Laurence married Anne Lippert. They have 
four children. One girl was married recently but 
the rest are still single and most of them live in 
Calgary. Laurence spent some time in active 
duty overseas in 1945. He was wounded and was 
forced to spend some time in the hospital there. 
Laurence and Anne still live in Calgary. 

Joe married Marie Focher. After living in 
Calgary for a time, they moved to British Colum: 
bia in i951 and are living in Vernon, B.C. at the 
present time. Two of their children are married, 
and the youngest is now working in Calgary. Joe 
was overseas in 1945, and spent about 13 months 
in active duty. 

Florence married John McGlynn and they 
lived in Pincher Creek until Florence passed 
away in 1965. They had three children, the oldest 
one now being married. The two younger 
children live in Prince George, B.C. 

Alfred married Julie Kramer and they have 
‘one child, not yet married. They all are living in 
Calgary. 


TAYLOR, GEORGE NICHELUS AND ADA 
BELLE — by May Koski 

Mr. and Mrs. G. N, Taylor, emigrated from 
the state of Iowa to Alberta in 1905 to Morn: 
ingside, and when spring arrived they all, in- 
cluding baby boy Myron Robert, born at Morn- 
ingside in February, moved to Link Boyer’s 
place temporarily, while Mr. Taylor put up a sod 
roofed shack on his homestead, S.E. 30-41-3.W5, 
16 miles north of Eckville, or four and one-half 
miles southeast of Leedale, at this time called 
Wittenburg, but was renamed Leedale at the end 
of World War I, 1918. Mr. Taylor’s reason for the 




















‘Ada and George Taylor's Wedding Picture. 1893 


move to Alberta, was that they had a great deal 
of pioneer spirit, also to find a place with an 
abundance of wood, grass and sparkling water, 
needless to say they found all three. 

‘When Mr. and Mrs. Taylor and family moved 
from Morningside to the Boyer place the first 
week of March 1906 the weather was very cold, 
around 42 degrees below zero. They were there 
three days, and on the evening of the third day, 
upon retiring, the bitter cold was still around 
however, at five a.m., when Mr. Taylor 
awakened {t was so “hot” he thought the house 
was on fire, the snow was melting and there was 
water all around the place. An explanation of the 
heat wave was a welcome “Chinook” wind that 
had blown in, but who at that time as a new- 
comer to Alberta had ever heard of such a thing. 

Most all the land in that area was heavy 
timber and Mr. Taylor’s was no exception. The 
trees had to be grubbed out by hand, with axe 
and grub hoe, then piled one by one with the help 
of a horse and logging cabin into piles, and later 
burned and after that the land was ready for 
breaking with a breaking plow, then with a disc, 
then harrows, and in turn could be seeded to 
wheat, oats, barley or a large garden which was 
a must. Mr. Taylor was one of the first 
ratepayers to hold a meeting for the forming of a 
school district and acted as a member of the first 
board of trustees, consisting of himself, Orsen 

















‘GAN. Taylor's farm, stacking hay or gran 1910 at Leedle 


Archer and Frank Benjamin. Mr. Taylor held of: 
fice oft and on for many years. The new school 
was built in 1908 and named Benjamin School 
District No. 1586, Mr. Taylor with his mule team, 
named Tim and Jack, which he brought from 
Towa, 1905, hauled the bricks for the school 
chimney from Lacombe over trails that hadn't 
the slightest resemblance to a road. He also 
acted as Poll Clerk for the first election held in 
‘Medicine Valley, the Polling station being in the 
home of Ernest Dahl. Some of the teachers at 
Benjamin were D. M. Layton, “Peggy” Mac 
donald, Mr. Trenholm, Lydia Sestrap, Oja 
Kingsep, Miss Edmonds, Muriel Craig, Eva 
Tona, Olive Heffren, Edith Smith, William 
Fraser, Ed Dowling, Blanche Wallace, Ethel 
Hyde, “Margaret Ross, Inez Johnson, Dora 
Wingate, Jean Beddoes and Miss Johnson in 1913 
from Markerville. 

Mr. Taylor was exceptionally good with 
sickness and always willing during the pioneer 
days, when the nearest doctor was at Lacombe, 
and the only means of travel was horse and 
buggy or sleigh. G.N, as he was better known, 
often assisted at the bedside of a sick neighbor or 
his child and his services were helpful and very 
‘welcome. 

Mr. Taylor followed farming all his life but in 
1910 he also took up auctioneering, and cried his 
first sale in the spring of that year, and had 
many successful sales in the years that followed, 
his last sale was in 1939 for Mr. John Johnson of 
the Eckville area. In the early days there were 
no bridges across rivers, so on each trip to 
Lacombe the rivers had to be forded (if they 
were not frozen). On one such trip Mr. Taylor 
had a man passenger with him, and when they, 
the mule team, wagon, and supplies were in 
midstream, the passenger got so scared, 
because of the rising water, that he grabbed the 
lines from Mr. Taylor, and in doing so pulled the 
mule, heads too high’and in turn their forelegs 
were striking the neck yoke and alll were near 
drowning for a fearful minute. G.N. hurriedly 
got the lines back from the passenger and gave 











the mules their heads, and all were pulled safely 
to shore. 

Mrs. Ada Taylor was always a willing 
worker, and in summer when the wild fruit was 
plentiful, she picked and preserved literally hun- 
dreds of quarts, consisting of raspberries, 
blueberries, and strawberries. In 1922 the Taylor 
family was milking five cows and shipping 
cream to the Rimbey creamery. The butter 
maker at that time used thelr cream to make 
butter to enter in the Canadian National Exhibi 
tion, Toronto. His entry won first prize. He 
repeated the same type of entry another year, 
though the date is uncertain, and won first prize 
a second time, Taylor's sod roof shack was soon 
replaced with’a two story log house and it was 
their home until 1928 when they built a three 
story frame house and it is still standing in good 
shape after nearly 50 years. The house is unoc: 
cupied at present. Their grandson Mac Taylor 
owns the home place. In the depression years 
1929 to 1941 the younger generation in all walks of 
life had a hard time finding work or making a 
career for themselves. However, three of the 
‘Taylor children were able to learn music and 
play several instruments, after which they 
started Taylor’s orchestra and played for dances 
in the area, for many years to come. The in- 
struments and who played them were; Georgi 
‘on the plano and saxophone, May on the violin 
and trumpet, Glen on the drums and George 
(dad) on, as he always said, the genuine buffalo 
bones for rhythm. After several years with the 
orchestra, Glen met Margaret Johnstone and 
they were married. Their family formed a band 
called Dad Taylor's Silver Notes. The Taylors’ 
musical background seemed to be an inherited 
eit. 

Some Sunday evenings in winter, the 
neighbor boys would come to visit and'have 
supper with us, and if the hunters were lucky 
that afternoon wild prairie chicken was on the 
table, but more often it would be roast pork and 
homemade sauerkraut. Mrs. Taylor was known 
to make the best “kraut” for miles around. On 























one memorable occasion Dustin Hamilton 
Groped by, and as most would remember, he 
had a good sense of humor and in no time he had 
us all laughing. He asked for the Eaton’s 
catalogue then cut out two or three pictures of 
the men and women modelling the underwear, 
then pasted the models on slightly heavier paper 
and cut them out again, now they were like 
puppets, he would then manipulate them very ar- 
listically, just in front of candlelight or low 
Kerosene lamp. He called it a Lantern Slide 
show. It really was a rib tickler, amusing and 
free. Cards were a good pastime, rummy and 
whist made a winter evening pass quickly. 

Our family owned two model T Fords. The 
first one was a 1921 model. On one occasion we 
started for the Benalto Stampede and Fair on a 
very hot day in July in 1922. Everything went 
very well until we were two miles from Benalto, 
then suddenly the left front tire went flat. The 
boys and Dad got it fixed in no time and off we 
went. After going only another half mile or so, 
the other front tire went flat. Now once again the 
lire patching kit was hauled out and the “‘ruf- 
fing” over the hole on the inner tube, the stickum 
and then the patch put very carefully over the 
hole, then the tube was put back in the tire and 
pumped up with a hand pump. The tire was 
bolted back on the car and away we went, but not 
very far. We had a third flat and this time we 
were only about a half mile from Benalto. Now 
the repair kit came out again, only this time the 
supply was much less. However there was just 





enough to repair the last flat. It seemed to take a 
lot longer to fix the third flat as all I could think 
of was pretty balloons and ice cream. Litterly 
hundreds of fair going folks were passing us in 
all kinds of buggies, wagons, T Fords and 
bicycles, and even some on foot. At last we got 
there and it was a grand day at the fair. We made 





Mae Myron and Glen Taper 


it back home in the wee hours of the morning 
without another flat tire. Mr. Johnny Armstrong 
was one of the Stampede directors in the 1920's. 
His home place was south of Eckville, 

In 1925 the Taylor family purchased a Mogul 
one cylinder tractor. It was a heavy type 
machine in those days. The flywheel itself was 
over four feet in diameter. The engineer put his 
left foot on the bottom of it and hands at the top, 
gripping and pulling, the body weight would pull 
it around until the engine started. The Mogul 
Tate of speed was under four miles an hour. In 
1926 they purchased a 28 inch Case threshing 
machine and did custom threshing in the 
Medicine Valley for many neighbors and in 1927 
they had 28 days straight of non-stop threshing 
weather. In 1928 they purchased a new John 
Deere tractor to replace the Mogul, however 
they put the Mogul as stationary power to run the 
grain grinder to make chop. The horses on the 
farm were brought from Towa except one 
buckskin pony, named Buck that Mr. Taylor 
bought from someone around Gilby in 1907, then 
sold him to Mr. John Kemila at Eckville in 1912, 
but bought him back one year later. When Mr. 
Kemila owned him he put Buck with another 
pony on the mail haul between Eckville, Gilby 
and Wittenburg. After Mr. Taylor purchased 
Buck the second time he kept him until he died in 
‘1934 at the age of 32 years. I might add that we 
had a dog named Tip for 18 years. Also I have 
fond memories growing up with Buck and Tip. 

The stock market was poor in the 1930's. I 
recall raising two pigs and when they were sold 
at proper weight one brought $5.00 and the other, 
$3.00. I recall spending some of the money for 
silk material to make a dress. Now for price 
comparison from then to now, 1977. Three 
pounds of pork roast costs more now than a 
whole pig sold for in 1930. 

Mr. George Taylor was born near Laporte, 
Towa, December 29, 1875. He died January, 1941 
at his home. He attended school at Jessup, Towa 
and was reared in the Methodist faith. At age 24, 
he married Ada Belle Sankey, July 24, 1899 of 
Littleton, Towa, She was born April 28, 1877 and 
died September 30, 1962 at Red Deer General 
Hospital. She also was raised in the Methodist 
faith. They raised seven children, and there are 
now 89 living descendants of George and Ada 
Belle Taylor. 





TEED, JAMES HARLAN — by Clydie Both and 
Gertie Fizer 

James and Martha Teed came to the Ben- 
jamin district in 1934 from Abbey, 
Saskatchewan. They lived on the quarter section 
of land now owned by Lee Both, and they owned 
the NE 10-41-31-W5. They later’sold this land to 
Jim Ferguson, but it is presently owned by 
Gaylord Schofer. Mr. Teed farmed for a few 
years with horses, and then Mrs. Teed sutfered a 
Stroke and passed away in 1938. 

Irvin Both met Mr. Teed one day about the 











middle of May in 1939. They got to talking and Ir- 
vin asked Mr. Teed over for Sunday dinner. That 
was the first time I met him. When Mr. Teed got 
an idea he worked on it in a hurry. I really don't 
know how it came about but Dad Teed (as we 
soon called him) moved in with us before the 
next weekend. 

He was always busy doing something 
different. One year he planted a bunch of turnips 
and chopped ihem up for cow feed. The cows 
surely liked them too! One day Gertie Fizer and 
(Clydie) went out to pick berries. Gertie, having 
no overalls, wore a pair of Dad Teed’s. When we 
got home he had her dress on. We certainly had 
tohave a picture of them! 

Granddad Teed, as our children called him, 
made his home from 1939 until he entered the 
Rimbey Auxiliary Hospital about 1965, with or 
near Irvin and Clydie Both and Gaylord and Ger- 
tle Fizer. No related grandfather was ever loved 
and respected by his grandchildren more than he 
was; although childless himself, he was a 
wonderful man with children. 

During one of his stays with us (the Fizers) he 
constructed a block house. He piled hand sawn 
blocks the way you would stack stove wood and 
plastered it inside and out with a mud mixture 
like plaster. This was in 1948, when he was 76 
years of age. While constructing this, one day he 
was cutting poplar logs not far from our house. 
The weather was quite warm and as Dad Teed 
always wore woolen underwear it became too hot 
for him. We had all left home for the day, but had 
returned for something, and our niece, who was 
visiting us, saw that he was working in his un- 
derwear, so she snapped a picture. Dad, who 
usually had a remarkable sense of humor, just 
didn't appreciate it one bit! He had the house 
almost completed when he decided to go back 
and live with Irvin and Clydie Both and family. 











Left toright: Jim Stele, Grandad Teed and Gaylord Fier. 


Mr. ‘Teed was a gifted entertainer, and played 
the violin for hours at a time until rheumatism 
affected his hands in his later years. He was a 
wonderful spinner of tales and had a host of 
amusing monologues that kept both adults and 








children in stitches, no matter how often they 
had heard him perform them. I remember one 
ttle boy who laughed so hard that he fell off his 
chair. 

‘We moved into Rimbey from the country in 
1957 and Dad Teed moved in with us to stay about 
11963. He went into the Rimbey Auxiliary Hospital 
in 1965. His one great ambition in his later years 
was to return to the province of his birth, Nova 
Scotla, but he never realized it. He passed away 
in 1967 at the grand old age of 95 years. 








VIPOND HISTORY 

In the summer of 1929, Fred and Florence Vi- 
pond of Nakusp, B.C. arrived for a visit at the 
Rene Steeves farm in the Lochart district. Mr. 
Steeves had worked for Fred in Fred’s lumber 
camp in British Columbia previously and had 
told the Viponds a lot about this part of Alberta, 
Fred helped Rene seed his crop. He and Florence 
liked the country and they wanted to settle 
somewhere where Marg had a school to attend 
‘They bought a half section from the C.P.R. in the 
Benjamin district — E 17-41-3-Ws. It had 50 acres 
broke on the north quarter and 15 acres on the 
south. Rene agreed to plow and summerfallow it 
that year and the Viponds returned to Nakusp. 
Fred contracted to log a million board feet of 
white pine logs off his timber limit across the 
lake from Nakusp. The following spring they 
loaded a box car with their lumber and personal 
belongings and moved to Alberta. They spent the 
summer on the Steeves farm living in a newly 
built chicken coop. The men planted the two 
crops, then built a house and had a well drilled on 
the Vipond farm so that the family could move 
in, Fred arranged to store his box car of lumber 
at Rimbey and what he didn’t need, he sold. 
‘Some of it he delivered by team and wagon as far 
away as Eckville. One batch he traded for a milk 
cow. 

The nearest neighbors consisted of the Bill 
Guests and Wingates to the north; Pryce Andrew 
and MeTighes to the south. They were all good 
neighbors. The 1930 crop was a bumper wheat 
crop but the price fell from $1.20 a bu. to $.30 a 
bu, That was the start of the depression. Fred 
remembers a time when the price of a hog 
wouldn't cover the freight charge. Times were 
tough but they stuck it out and kept clearing land 
until 260 acres were cleared. Florence taught 
plano lessons to many young people in the 
neighborhood. 

‘Marg took her schooling at Benjamin. Jean 
and Ethel were born in the late thirties and also 
attended school there until Grade 8. They were 
among those who had the excitement of moving 
to the “‘new’’ school when it was moved in. To 
have a school with a basement and furnace was 
really something after the drafty old school. Kids 
would bring jars of hot chocolate, soup or stew 
and heat them up in a tub of water on the wood 
stove in the basement. High school was possible 














to attend when school buses started running to 
Eckville. 

Fred was a school trustee at various times. 
‘They got hooked for various jobs besides hiring 
and firing the teachers. Wood and coal had to be 
hauled to the school and boarding places for the 
teacher had to be found. So it was one day when 
Fred and another trustee were cleaning out the 
school barn, they noticed smoke to the east of the 
school. They quickly drove towards it to discover 
‘Mogensons’ home going up in flames and too late 
to save anything. ‘The neighbors got busy with 
tractors and put the old Layton home on skids 
and hauled It across the frozen fields to Mogen- 
sons’ farm. It provided them with a home until 
they could build a now one. 

‘Most of the social life was carried on at the 
school. Whist parties, dances, talent shows, box 
socials, bridal showers, sports days and Christ- 
mas concerts were some of them. The McTighe 
family had the only big skating rink around the 
neighborhood for a time. Skating parties and 
hockey were enjoyed. They put up a rink shack 
and sold hot dogs and chocolate bars. Florence 
was a member of the Benjamin Get-together 
Club. Marg joined C.G.LT. Jean and Ethel 
sometimes attended the Vacation Bible School 
that came to the school during the summer. 

‘Improvements were added to the community 
during the years. Electricity came to the farm in 
1951 and gravelled roads and telephones. 








Fred and Florence Vipond. Ethel sti 
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‘Marg married and left the farm in 1943. Jean 
and Ethel left about 1956 and took training in Ed 
monton — Jean as an X-ray technician and 
Ethel as a teacher. Marg has a family of tive. 
She is now a widow and works as a computer 
operator for Toronto Dominion Bank. Jean 
married Lawrence Takkinen, a diesel inspector 
for C.P, Rall. They live in Cranbrook, B.C. with 
their two sons. Ethel married Les Meyers and 
they live In Edmonton with their family of three. 

Fred and Florence retired from farming in 
1963. They bought a home in Eckville and found it 
a friendly place to live. The family lost their wife 
and mother in 1972 in a losing battle with cancer. 

‘Now — Dad’s own words — I then lived alone 
in our home for three years. Then I got tired of 
batching and enrolled in the Old Age Manor 
Home and sold my house. I find the life here with 
the other pensioners more agreeable than living 
alone and batching. This home Is well run; we 
are well fed and looked after. 


VON TETTENBORN FAMILY 

In May 1929, Bernard Carl Baron von Tetten- 
born arrived at the farm of Paul Broderson 
Leedale. At 22 years of age, he had left his native 
Germany to try to recoup the family fortune lost 
in the runaway inflation and depression follow- 
ing World War I. He worked for Paul Broderson, 
later for Bill Broderson to learn Canadian far: 
ming methods and save money towards buying a 
farm of his own, He was just in time to share in 
the “dirty thirties”, the depression which had 
become world wide. At Leedale he met his future 
wife Alma Eritsland, who was then teaching the 
Leedale School. 

In the spring of 1932, Bernard von Tettenborn 
bought the south half of 35-41-3-W5 in the extreme 
north east of the Benjamin District. In fact the 
east quarter was in the Symonds District. This 
was C.P.R. land, completely raw and covered 
with trees, ‘This seemed a bargain at six dollars 
an acre, but proved to be very expensive in time 
lost and human effort expended. In October 13, 
1933 Bernard and Alma were married. 

‘Through hard work and thrift other lands 
were added. In 1944 a quarter one and one half 
miles north was bought from Charlie 
Arrowsmith. This was known as the Old Mow- 
bray quarter, one of the oldest homesteads in the 
district. In 1951 the NW 35 41-3-4-W5 was bought 
from Mr. Bileske. In June 1933 this was owned by 
a Mr. Bucknall, later farmed by Felix Matthews 
of Eckville, then owned by Elmer Olson, who 
sold it to Bileski. 

In 1940 a start was made in Red Poll cattle. A 
considerable herd was built up, but discontinued 
in 1960, as the work involved was too much for 
the owner's health. The struggle to get ahead in 
the years of low farm prices is too well known to 
enlarge on here. We were all in the same boat, 
but youth, good health and warm hearted 
neighbors made our life here a pleasant one. 

Five children were born to the von Tetten- 








borns on this farm. In December 1934 their first 
son Bernard Carl arrived, in February 1936 their 
daughter Iris Maria, in September 1946 
Elizabeth Anne, in December 1950 Linda Irene 
and in January 1953 Mark Alexander. The son 
Bernard now farms at Round Hill, Iris married a 
Lutheran minister and now lives In Victoria, 
B.C. Betty Anne (now Angus) lives in Toronto. 
She got her B.A. from Carlton University in 1968, 
now has compieted her thesis for a master's 
degree in Psychology and at present is working 
toward her doctorate, Linda graduated from the 
University of Alberta in 1972 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in nursing. Linda married Ron 
Prefontaine in 1975 and now lives in Moose Jaw 
where she is on the supervisory staff at one of the 
hospitals. Mark married Sandra Hill in 1975, has 
his journeyman’s papers in machining and now 
lives and works at Hinton. 

Alma von Tettenborn taught at various 
schools during the teacher shortage. The winter 
of 1942 and 1943 she taught the Benjamin School. 
‘This proved to be one of the coldest winters. A 
picture of the school and pupils of this time is be- 
ing sent. Many of these children are now grand- 
parents, 

‘The fall of 1968 was one of those rainy, snowy 
ones, difficult harvesting. On November 4, 1968 
Bernard von Tettenborn senior, died of a heart 
attack while struggling with the harvest. His 
wife Alma continued farming for a few years, 
hiring the work done, until her youngest had 
graduated from High School and launched out on 
his own. Then she rented the land to the 
Hutterites. After living for a time in Rimbey, she 
now resides in Red Deer. 


WETTSTEIN, EMIL AND FAMILY 

Emil was born in Zurich, Switzerland in 1934. 
He came to Canada in 1955 first settling in On- 
tarlo. In May 1956 he moved to Alberta and 
worked on different ranches In the southern part 
of the province. In July 1967 he married Sheila 
Gamble Synak who moved to Calgary from her 
birthplace Brantford, Ontario, and together with 
her boys; Michael born 1961 and Christopher 
born 1962, they moved to Beiseker, Alberta. In 
1969 Katherine was born in Calgary and on July 1 
of that same year the family moved to the 
Stewart Chappell place where they lived and 
Emil worked for Phil Fach on a share arrange- 
ment on the cattle with an agreement to 
purchase the farm. On December 6 the house 
they lived in at Chappell’s was moved to the 
farm south of Glen Taylor's place. There was 
very little snow at that time in December. The 
family joined in the community affairs and took 
part in Christmas concerts, picnics and social af- 
fairs at the Benjamin School with Emil con- 
tributing his Swiss yodeling as entertainment at 
different times. In February 1970 Sheila joined 
the Benjamin Ladies Get Together Club taking 
part in their activities. In 1972 a group of ladies in 
the Benjamin District got together to form The 

















West Country Art Club and Shella was their first 
instructor teaching basics in drawing and olls 
having had seven years instruction in Ontario 
and also having won a scholarship from A. Y. 
Jackson of the Group of Seven who was the 
honorary president of the Art Club she belonged 
to in Ontario. In 1974 James was born which 
added one more to the Wettstein family, In 1975 
they traded the quarter just east of the Oster- 
camp quarter to the Hutterites for Glen Taylor’s 
home quarter giving them the east half o 

ton 29. 





WINGATE, FRANK AND FAMILY — submitted 
by Ada Brooks 

Frank Wingate was born on April 23, 1881 in 

Worchestershire, England. At the age of 21 he 
came to Canada sailing on the same boat as Mr. 
Bill Guest and worked as a farm laborer in 
Manitoba In 1902. Then he went on to Vancouver 
and to Revelstoke, B.C. There he worked in the 
mines. He received many recommendations for 
his faithful service. He came east taking up a 
homestead in 1905 which later became known as 
the Benjamin District, Frank and Wallace 
Stevenson came together from Arrowhead, B.C. 
after receiving a letter from Duncan Layton tell- 
ing them of the homesteads that were available. 
George Fraser was also working in the mill at 
Arrowhead. Frank homesteaded the NE20-41. 
5 and Wallace Stevenson the NW22-41-3.Ws. 
hey helped each other build cabins where they 
ived and batched together. At that tIme they had 
fo clear land to put up bulldings and blaze tralls 
to travel on. 

There were many wild animals, lynx, 
cougars, wolves and bears they had to watch out 
for. They mostly traveled on foot sometimes 
riding horseback. Their nearest post office was 
Lacombe. Many times they walked this distance 
for their mail and groceries. In places they had 
to walk under branches that spread out over the 
trails. After walking under a branch one day 
they noticed a lynx was sitting out on it. In 1906 
George Taylor moved into the district so he 
helped blaze many of the old trails. He settled on 
a homestead north west of Frank's. 

Frank Wingate enlisted when the first World 
War broke out in 1914 and served four years 
overseas in the 49th Battalion. After Armistice 
was signed, Frank was married to Ada Edridge 
of Norfolk,’ England on November 19, 1918, He 
returned to Canada in the spring of 1919 bringing 
his wife with him. They stayed at the home of Bill 
Guest's in Clive the rest of the year, coming out 
occasionally to make improvements on his 
homestead. The Bill Guests came out later and 
settled on the south east of section 20. During the 
years Frank was overseas a bush fire swept 
through and burnt his homesteading cabin and 
barn. 

‘On Frank and Ada’s move from Clive to the 
Reed place, the former George Guest, farm they 
made Lacombe the first day but their trek from 























Left to right back row: Jim, Mes. Wingate, Mr. Wingate, Ada 
and Else, Front ow: Mary, I, Joan, and Dots, 1943, 


there took three days because of a detour they 
had to make by Bentley. The water in places 
came up to the wheel hubs. Frank had four 
horses pulling and one tied behind. They 
couldn't buy any hay as there was none to buy so 
had to feed them oats that he had bought in Clive, 
The Wingates lived on the Reed place until Frank 
was able to build another house on the 
homestead. Drinking water was a problem so 
Ada had to carry it for almost a mile from a 
spring on the south west of section 20. They were 
able to use water from ponds and rain barrels for 
washing purposes. Ada was fearful of Indians 
during her first few years as she had never seen 
one until she came io Canada. 

‘Their only son James Francis was born on the 
8th of November 1920 at the Ran Steves’ home at 
Lockhart. James still lives and farms the 
original homestead in the Benjamin District. 
‘They also had eight daughters losing Jessie in 
April 1937 at the age of seven weeks from a 
whooping cough epidemic that year. The other 





girls are Ada Marion Brooks of Leslieville, Irene 
Winifred Conrad of Yakima, Washington, Elsie 
May Engen of Eckville, Ivy’ Becle Roe of Red 
Deer, Mary Louise Mantle of Sherwood Park, 


sim Wingate Farming in the early 1940's, Dora, Jim, dauahter’s 
‘connie and Lana, 
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Edmonton, Joan Isobel Kraft of Sleamous, B.C. 
and Doris Mae Rowland of Olds. 

In the summer of 1932 the Wingates were able 
to build a new house. The carpenter was Alex 
Ferguson. He walked to and fro from his home 
which was about three and one half miles one 
way. We were able to move Into It the early part 
of that winter. This house is still in the same 
place, the old one is still being used for a 
granary. 

In the winter months of the earller years 
Frank helped take out corduroy to make roads 
through swampy places. Many animals were lost 
in bog holes in the swamps and quick sand in the 
creek. Animals fed on the open range during the 
summer months and so many miles were walked 
through heavy bush land looking for cows es- 
pecially if it were stormy weather. There were 
times they wouldn’t be found until the next morn- 
ing unless they came home on their own. Range 
pasturing ended when herd law came into ex. 
istence so this meant the size of the herds had to 
be reduced. After threshing was done and the 
green feed hauled in from the fields the animals 
were then turned in to pasture. Farming was 
done by horses until the early fifties on the 
Wingate farm when Jim purchased his first trac- 
tor. The horses were then retired to easier work 
for awhile. 

When growing up we had only the bare 
necessities, food was plain and often not much of 
that. At times we would be pretty hungry so it 
was very tempting to pick up a crust of bread or 
sandwich that had been thrown on the ground by 
some other boy or girl at school. Second hand 
clothes were a welcome sight. I was always a 
happy girl when Jessie and Mary Layton out 
grew their dresses as they’d be passed on to me 
then of course when I outgrew them they'd be 
passed on down to my sisters as long as there 
was anything left of them, Mother used to make 
our underelothes and nighigowns out of flour and 
sugar bags. When I was 12 years old Mother 
shortened her wedding dress for me to wear to 
the Christmas Concert. Food was home grown, 
flour and porridge were ground from wheat. 
Soap was made from the fat from the animals 
that were butchered. For a change Mom used to 
boil whole wheat it took two or three days of boll. 
ing before it was soft enough to eat but it sure 
tasted good with milk and sugar. They only 
bought things that couldn’t be grown or made. 

‘There were many years of hard times but 
everyone went through them together helping 
each other even in time of sickness. Doctors 
were only called when the illness was serious and 
before cars were available bables were 
delivered at home with the aid of a midwife. The 
first five Wingate children were born at home. I 
just thank God for the good neighbours and 
friends that we had who were always there when 
needed to help assist in anyway. Many are gone 
now but not forgotten. To those that are still liv- 
ing T thank you. May God bless you all. 




















Our dear Mother passed away December 11, 
1960 after a lengthy illness. Before her death she 
sald she was glad she had experienced hard 
times and had no regrets as they made her ap- 
preciate the easier years more. 

Our Dad continued to live on the farm until 
the late 60's when he moved to Devon Lodge in 
Lacombe living there and batching for four or 
five years. He then moved to the Senior Citizens 
Home also in Lacombe where he only spent a 
short time as he had the misfortune to fall and 
break his hip which hospitalized him for much 
time in the Red Deer and Lacombe hospitals. He 
was then moved to the nursing home in Lacombe 
where he still lives and Is confined to the wheel 
chair. Although he is hard of hearing and has 
poor eyesight he enjoys visits from his friends, 
his family as well as his 27 grandchildren who 
are; Connie Wingate Madsen, Rainbow Lake. 
Lana Wingate Whatley, Leduc. Esther Brooks 
Thomas, Stettler. Leanne Brooks Smith, 
Leslieville. Charles Brooks, Leslieville. Elaine 
Brooks Bamber, Edmonton. Carol, Judy and 
Colleen Brooks, Leslieville. Carl Conrad, 
Yakima, Washington, U.S.A. Fay Engen Ames, 
Red Deer. Edwin and Dennis Engen, Eckville. 
Sherry Roe Krein, New Westminister, B.C. Gary 
and Bruce Roe, Red Deer. Ronalie, Wendy and 
Jim Mantle, Sherwood Park, Edmonton. Ariel, 
Bonnie, Bryn, Lori and Marni Kraft, Sieamous, 
B.C. Kevin, Barton, and Dwayne Rowland, Olds. 
‘There are 16 great-grandchildren; Karry, 

Carmel, and Marni Madsen, Rainbow Lake. 
Wayne and Dallas Thomas, Stettler. Melody and 
Marty Brooks, Leslieville. Brian Whatley, 
Leduc. Shane ‘and Jamie Smith, Leslieville. 
Darrel, Darren and Darcy Ames, Red Deer. 
Vanessa and Vashel Krien, New Westminister, 
B.C. Candy Engen, Eckville. 
g7bad tured 85 on his last birthday Apri 
1977 























WITTENBERG CREAMERY — research by 
Mary Kilpatirick 

‘This Is the story about a creamery that was 
located on the north west corner of the NW 23-41 
4-W5. Alll the information that has been gathered 
on this business is what has been told by many 
old timers who remember it. Apparently the 
creamery was operating in 1907 and ran from 
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that time until about 1914. The creamery was 
built by Elijah Bradshaw, who formed a com- 
pany. The name of the company was 
“Wittenberg Creamery”. The building was 
situated east and west, perhaps about 60 or 70 
feet long with a peaked roof and there was a lean 
to built on the south side which ran the full length 
of the building. This part held the steam boiler 
and punched well. Located in the middle of the 
main part of the building was the cooler room, 
‘This room had thick double walls which were 
packed with sawdust and ice was used as the 
cooling agent. After Bradshaw left and other 
people moved onto the farms nearby some con- 
Uinued to use the cool room. Ice most likely was 
gotten from the Medicine River and hauled and 
placed in this room with sawdust packed around 
it to keep it from melting. 

In the early days many of the settlers did not 
own such a thing as a cream separator so after 
the milk was strained it was put in containers 
called vessels. These vessels were taken to a cool 
place, such as a root cellar and left there for a 
couple of days to let the cream rise. The cream 
by this time would be on top of the milk and it 
would be skimmed off with a skimmer. This was 
a flat scoop with tiny little holes in it. This would 
let the milk through and hold the cream. When 
the pioneers had enough cream to ship they 
would take it to a collecting place in thelr district 
where a sample of cream was put into a small 
bottle with thelr name on it. The cream was then 
weighed and recorded, then dumped into a large 
barrel which had two handles on each side of it 
and then two men would lift it up into a wagon 
and it was hauled to the creamery. The cream 
would be pretty well churned by the time it got to 
the creamery, due to the roughness of the trails 
and the jolting of the wagon. There was only one 
grade and it did not matter if the cream was 
sweet or sour. This cream came from as far 
away as the Rimbey and Eckville districts. 

AMr. Light ran this creamery and it has also 
come to the writers attention that grain was also 
ground at the creamery. 
ter the creamery had closed down the 
building was used for many years as a granary 
and barn for livestock and in about 1947 John 
Playfair bought the quarter and the building was 
torn down by John Warneke about this time too, 
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ANDERSON, CHARLES ADOLPH — by Elsie 
Heikkinen 

Charles Anderson was born in Thompson, 
Minnesota, U.S.A. on September 30, 1885. His 
parents had emigrated from Finland in the mid 
1800's, He married Lillie (Eliina) F. Bodie of 
Duluth, Minnesota in 1905, She was born there on 
May 9, 1889. They had two sons born to them — 
Harold in 1906 and Clarence in 1909, with whom 
they journeyed to Canada in the year 1910, and 
setiled in the prairie province of Alberta, 50 
miles south of Medicine Hat. 

Frank Anderson (my grandfather) had 
immigrated to Alberta earlier to file on 
homesteads. Lillie Anderson’s parents, Mike and 
Anna Bodie, were already settled near the town 
of Manyberries, Alberta (named for the variety 
of wild berries’ growing there) and which also 
turned out to be the Anderson’s post office as 
they settled nine miles north east of this town. 

They were industrious and happy people, with 
a wonderful community spirit, and thelr’ toils 
were rewarded with fields of golden wheat, 
number one quality. The fields, however, turned 
to dust when the drought hit in the early 1920's. 
After_many crop failures, Mr. Anderson was 
forced to abandon the land, and took advantage 
of the “free rail transportation” given by the 
government to prairie farmers. 

Im the early spring of 1925 they loaded 
livestock, machinery and household effects into 
box ears, and travelled by train to the town of 
Eckville, Alberta, where former neighbors, the 
Jack Macky's, had already settled and were in 
readiness for them. 

Im the meantime, Mr. Anderson found a shack 
and some pasture land to rent along the railroad 
track, a few miles west of Eckville, for the first 
stop-over. Later he found the Cloninger farm 
then for rent in the Hespero area, directly across 
from the Shady Lane school (whieh has since 
been moved). Those attending school there were 
Elsie, Wilburt, Hazel and Melvin. The teachers 
during those years were Miss Millar, Miss Foss, 
Miss Burnett and Miss Hazel Johnson. The 
highlight of the year was a hilarious Christmas 
Concert, with an over-capacity crowd in atten: 
dance. 
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In 1928 Mr. Cloninger passed away and the 
farm was sold. As a move again was inevitable, a 
house for rent was found a mile north of Eckvilie, 
belonging to Mr. Forhan Sr., druggist at 


Eckville. A lovely year was spent there; the 
neighbors and people as a whole were very 
hospitable, 








Back row tor: Wilbert, Harold, Haze, Clarence, Elie, Richard 
Front row! Melvin, Charles Andetson, Ray, Lille Anderson and 
Richard 





Mr. Anderson again was fortunate in getting 
Jack Simpson’s farm near Benalto, for rent, and 
moved there in the spring of 1929. At that time 
many families travelled to Russia, and Mr 
Anderson got the urge, too, thinking of bettering 
thelr life, and in May of 1933 left with his wife, 
Lillie, and four youngest sons, Wilburt, Melvin, 
Richard and Raymond. The first part of their 
Journey was by truck, hired, and driven by Mar 
{in Delaney of Lesileville, Alberta. They traveled 
via Minnesota, U.S.A. to visit relatives then on to 
Montreal, where they boarded the ship for 
Russia. They found the ocean trip very exciting, 
but upon reaching their destination they were to 
find it to be a lot different than what they had an- 
ticipated. 

‘They returned to Alberta in the Christmas 
season of 1936, and great was the rejoicing to be 
together with’ their family again. Their only 




















regret was that Wilbur and Melvin had to, re- 
main. However, Melvin traveled back homé to 
Alberta in 1938. That same year Mr. Anderson 
leased, with option to buy, some Hudson Bay 
land in the Sunset Hills area. Mr. and Mrs. 
Anderson then settled down to farming in 
earnest, with their three sons. 

Richard (Dick) eventually took a job with Mr, 
G. Sterling in the Revelstoke Lumber and 
Hardware business in Benalto, Alberta, and 
enlisted in the Air Force as a ground crew 
mechanic in 1939. He was stationed in several 
places before being transferred overseas, where 
he only served a short time due to the war ending 
on June 6, 1945, 

Mr. Anderson got a sudden impulse to build a 
sauna (steam bath) at Sylvan Lake, which took 
shape in the summer of 1947, built by his son-in- 
laws with help from himself and his sons. It 
proved to be a very successful enterprise and he 
operated it, with the help of his wife, until 1954, 
when he passed away with a heart ailment on 
November 17, at the age of 69 years. This was his 
first time ever to have been hospitalized, 

In spite of arthritis, Mrs. Lillie Anderson is 
still in fairly good health and has enjoyed living 
at the Eckville Manor House for the past year. 
She was one of the first residents when the lodge 
was opened in March, 1976. She celebrated her 
88th birthday this year. Her radiant smile con- 
ceals her age, however, so that one would never 
guess it! 

‘The children of Charles and Lillie Anderson 
are as follows: 

Harold married Edith Antila of Hespero In 
1929 and remained home to help farm that year 
‘They then moved to Oras, Alberta, where their 
son was born. In 1934 a daughter was born, but 
died in infancy. They moved to Calgary in 1942, 
where Harold was engaged in carpentry work 
until he retired in 1971. He then built a large new 
home at Oliver, B.C., but didn’t have much time 
to enjoy it, as'he passed away with cancer in 
1975. They have one grandchild. 

Clarence married Ailie Huhtala of Benalto, 
Alberta, in 1933 and settled on their farm directly 
across trom the Benalto highway entrance. 
Farming was his life, but in the instance of his 
mother’s being widowed, and not keen on 
operating the steam bath by herself, he decided 
to sell the farm to Mr. Alfred Wobler in 1955. He 
and his wife took over the Steam Bath and set 
‘Mother up in a little house of her own close by. In 
the fall Clarence would hire out at harvest time, 
his beloved work, and his wife would operate the 
steam bath, which they did successfully until 
1963, when he sold out to his brother Dick. They 
retired to a home in Rocky Mountain House. 
‘They have one son and one daughter and seven 
grandchildren. Clarence passed away with a 
heart condition in the fall of 1972, still in the 
process of helping others do thelr harvesting. 

Elsie worked for Mrs. Minnie Buchanan in 
1932 when highway number 11 was graveled, and 

















the crew lodged with Mrs. Buchanan. This was a 
busy time for the Benalto Hotel. Elsi¢ eventually 
went to work for Mrs. Emma Kina, in the Red 
and White Store and Post Office, next door, for 
several years. Wanting a taste of city life, she 
took housework later with an early pioneer fami. 
ly of Edmonton, the Richard Secords. He had 
been one of the first teachers of Strathcona 
(South Edmonton). In Edmonton in 1936 Elsie 
was married to Ted Hickkinen of Benalto, Ted 
was then buying grain in Gadsby, Alberta, for 
the Alberta Pacific Grain Company and was 
transferred to Benalto, where we settled to live 
One funny incident stands out from our courtship 
days. When Ted was In Benalto and I was in Ed- 
monton, he had phoned me to come out on the 
bus, but I was reluctant, as his sister was sick 
and I wanted to stay and help her, which he 
wasn’t too pleased about, and likely told me to 
“Stay there then!” His sister decided that I had 
better go in the morning, so I took the bus and got 
as far as Leduc, when, surprisingly, I was paged 
and a message from’ Ted instructed me to go 
back to Edmonton, as he had arrived there on the 
early train. Ted gave up grain buying in 1939 
jen we moved onto our farm at Oras, Alberta. 
remained there until 1941 when we moved to 
Calgary, as Ted was engaged in carpentry work. 
In the meantime we sold our Oras farm and 
bought a quarter at the west end of Sylvan Lake, 
We came back to Benalto in 1946 to live, and are 
still here, retired now. We are blessed with three 
sons, three daughters, and 13 grandchildren, 

Wilburt is married and resides in Russia — he 
has one son and a new grandson in the past year. 
He has made two visits here, one in 1968 for a 
stay of eight months, and again spent a year with 
his family here in 1976. He is retired now and 
they live in an apartment. Their climate is 
similar to that of British Columbia, 

Havel married Sivert Lien in the year 1934, He 
was a grain buyer for the Midland Company in 
Benalto. They continued to live here until he had 
‘a move to Hines Creek, Alberta. From there they 
moved to Sherwood Park where both were 
engaged in janitorial service at the school until 
1964, when they moved to Campbell River, B.C. 
They have since retired to Westbank, B.C. Th 
have three sons and two daughters and ‘nine 
grandchildren, 

‘Melvin married Helen Lund of Sylvan Lake, 
Alberta. They reside in Calgary where he is 
foreman of a carpenter crew. He has built a 
modern cottage at Sylvan Lake in 1975, and they 
spend most of their weekends there. They have a 
son and three daughters and three 
grandchildren, 

hard took work with the Revelstoke 
Lumber Company, after the war, in Brooks, 
Alberta. In 1949 he married Jeanne Benoit in 
Brooks. They moved to Drumheller temporarily 
and then to Dawson Creek, and in 1963 retired 
from that job and took over the Sylvan Lake 
steam bath from his brother Clarence. He 


























operated this very successfully until 1975, when 
he sold out and bought a home in Salt Spring 
Island, B.C, They have a son (at home) and three 
daughters in Edmonton, Alberta, and three 
grandchildren, 

Raymond married Maila Korhonen of 
Eckville, Alberta in 1955. They farmed for 
several years on the home place, until it was sold 
in 1963, They then looked over property in Oliver, 
B.C. and bought a fruit orchard with a fruit 
stand, which they operated for some time. He 
built a new home, and due to ill health, found the 
orchard work too strenuous, so sold out in 1974 
and built another new home in the town of Oliver, 
B.C. and is engaged in maintenance work for the 
area schools, They have two sons and four 
daughters. One of the daughters is married. 





BELLIKKA, ARTHUR — by Viola Bellikka 

‘Arthur Johannes Bellikka was born on 
September 20, 1909 at New Ipswitch, New 
Hampshire, U.S.A., the son of Antti and Sara 
Bellikka. In 1916 he emigrated with his parents 
from Brandon, Minnesota to Saskatchewan, 
later In 1916 coming to Sylvan Lake. They lived 
there until 1926, when they moved to Eckville. 
Art received his schooling at Kuusamo and 
‘Marianne Schools. He learned the carpentry 
trade by working with his father from the time 
he was a young lad. Art was very interested in 
sports all of his life. He was a member of the 
SISU Club at Eckville. His transportation during 
the winter was a pair of skiis and in summer it 
was his Model T. Ford. 





sivu Club. 


Iwas born on May 30, 1917 at the home of Mrs. 
George Johnson in Sylvan Lake, who was my 
mother’s mid-wife. My parents, John and 
Magzie Byttymen, lived on a homestead on the 
north end of Sylvan Lake, our post office b 
Palm Bay. The years of my childhood were hap- 
years, even though we were very poor finan- 
ily, which meant that I was denied my ambi. 
tion to become a teacher. There was just no 
money for tuition, or even for books. I loved the 
outdoors and the’ beauties of nature. I enjoyed 
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picking wild berries, and looked forward to 
threshing time and to the Christmas programs at 
our school. I received my schooling at Boyle 
School and at Eckville High School, then worked 
for various farm families for $8 to $10 a month 
wages. “Hired girls” were expected to doa great 
deal, Including cooking, cleaning, taking care of 
children, feeding hogs, milking cows and doing 
many other things. On one of the farms the oldest 
son taught me to drive the tractor and when T 
brought his lunch to the field I was expected to 
continue with the plowing while he ate his lunch. 
It was a challenge! 

On January 5, 1937 Imarried Arthur Bellikkka, 
‘The first home we rented was across the road 
from the Eckville Cemetery. I still remember 
the old black flat top stove we got. Ithad an oven 
door on both sides, but it baked lovely bread. To- 
day, it would be a valuable antique. Art's father 
and mother gave us a milking cow for a wedding 
gift. She was a beautiful cow and kept us in milk, 
cream and butter while we lived there. My 
mother and grandmother each gave us two set. 
ting hens, so I was busy that summer with little 
chicks, and had very good luck with them. My 
biggest problem was keeping the chickens out of 
my garden, which was my pride and joy. This 
was a good year, and by fall we had vegetables 
galore — even pumpkins, squash and corn. 

In the meantime the chickens had grown to 
full size, and my sister came to help me can 
them for winter’s meat. Early the next morning 
when we got ready for our task the aroma of 
skunk was overwhelming when I opened the door 
of the chicken house. I have never forgotten the 
sight that met my eyes, when they became ad- 
justed to the dark interior of the building — dead 
and mutilated chickens lay all over the interior! 
‘My pet, Henny Penny, was still alive, so I went to 
pick her up, but she was so mutilated I had to put 
her out of her misery. This experience was the 
end of my chicken raising! That night I con- 
cealed a trap by the hole that had been dug the 
night before, and the next morning I found the 
biggest four-legged skunk I've ever seen. I've 
never liked shooting any animals, but this is one 
time I did not hesitate to get the 22 rifle. I had 
only one shell, so my aim had to be good — and it 
was! My husband would not believe it, but Thad 
left the skunk in the trap for him to take out when 
he came home. 

Art worked on carpentry throughout the com: 
munity wherever a job could be found. Wages 
were 30 to 25 cents an hour, and there were times 
when he did not get paid at all. During the 
summer we made a covered trailer, with the 
help of my brothers, Elmer Kujala, ‘and Art’s 
nephew, Ray Koskinen, who came ‘from East 
Coulee fo stay with us until his parents relocated 
in Rouyn, Quebec. 

In the fall of 1938 we packed up the trailer and 
moved to the folks' place. That winter we lived at 
Aunt Sarah's and Uncle Charlie's place, with my 
sister and her husband. This was a terrible 

















winter — there was no work to be had, and some 
days we had very little to eat. In the early spring 
Art and Elmer Kujala (my sister's husband) 
decided to get to Edmonton to see if they could 
get work. They had to pawn practically 
everything they had to keep going, but thanks to 
wonderful people like Jack and Mary Luoma, 
they were able to have a room at the Fairview 
Hotel. One day, in desperation and determina. 
tion, Art jumped over the wall around the area 
where the Hudson's Bay store was belng built. 
He confronted the foreman with “Where do you 
want me to start?” He got put to work, so we 
moved our trailer to Edmonton to the South Side 
‘Trailer Court. My brother, Aldo, and our dog, 
Rover, came with us. The job lasted for a few 
months, then again we moved back to my folks. 

‘The ‘trailer was too cold to live in for the 
winter, so we built a two-room cottage by the 
lake on my father’s place. To me this was a 
haven. We had happy times there, as our home 
was a meeting place for the young people of the 
community who came to skate and play hockey. 
‘The Palm Bay Sports Club was organized that 
winter. On January 13, 1939 the first executive 
was elected, with Art as president. 

















Palm Bay Red Wings 
Wayne Lund, Ray Anderson, Eimer Kujala, Henry Niemi, Mavis 
Wester, Ivan Russell, Front; Howaru Vig, Dick Byttynea, Tony 
Bytiynen 


1939, Art Belkka, Johony Bytsnen, 


The Palm Bay Red Wings Hockey team won 
the cup in the district hockey tournament that 
spring. That summer men’s and ladies’ softball 
teams were organized. We had moved tem- 
porarily to south of Bentley where Art built a 
barn. We slept in a tent and I cooked the meals in 
a granary for a crew of four men. I baked all our 
bread, as we had our own stove with us. After 
supper we would jump into the old Model T and 
speed out to play ball. It was great to be young! 
‘hen things changed — on September 10, 1939 
Canada declared war. I shall never forget my 
mother’s face when she heard the news, (even 
though she was expecting it). She knew what it 
was all about, as she had already lived through 
one world war. My brothers all enlisted for ac- 
tive service 
‘That fall we moved our little cottage to Art's 
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parents’ place and sold it the next summer to 
John Vara of Eckville. We then moved to Sylvan 
Lake, where we lived until January, 1942. On 
June'27, 1940 we became the parent of a baby 
irl, We named her Patricia Viola — a name 
chosen by my great-uncle, Percy Kent, of Red 
Deer. 

My husband had been working with Bennett & 
White Construction Co., building the Holsum Air- 
port, which job was finished in August, 1942. 1 
then returned to Sylvan Lake and on August 12, 
1942 our son, James Arthur, was born in the Red 
Deer Hospital. My husband's work took him 
from Medicine Hat to Suffield, but I remained at 
Sylvan Lake, where we had rented a cottage 
from F. Bloom. Thanks to Mr. Bloom, T got my 
first washing machine that winter 

‘The winter of 1942-1943 was one of the coldest 
winters I can remember. I tried to get water 
from the town pump, but it was impossible. The 
snow was very deep and the temperatures 
roped to -45° F. Thanks to my good friends and 
neighbors, the Coutts and the Balogs, I got water 
and fuel 

‘Art's ‘work shifted to Edmonton (still with 
Bennett & White), so in January 1944 we moved 
to Edmonton, where we finally managed to 
purchase a lot and build a home. Art eventually 
left Bennett & White and went into a contracting 
and building company with Elmer and Dick (my 
brother). During the post-war years materials 
were hard to obtain and consequently the 
business suffered and finally went bankrupt. Tt 
took a number of years to pay the debts, but we 
were used to hard times. 

Art obtained a job as an appralser for the City 
of Edmonton and was with the Assessor's 
Department until the time of his death, on June 
24, 1959. ‘The spring he died he was attending 
university, taking extension courses in real es- 
tate appraisal 

‘Art and Tled a busy life, as we were always in- 
volved In the work and activities of our com: 
munity and our church. Art served on various 
Boards and Couneiis in the City, and his interest 
in sports led him to coaching or managing boys’ 
hockey teams. Remembering how he had had to 
repair hockey sticks for the Palm Bay Red 
Wings, he continually worked to get better play- 
ing conditions and equipment for the boys. I was 
a Cub and Scout mother, a Guide mother, an ex- 
ecutive of the Home and School, and helped on 
‘Talent Shows for ACT. My almost 25 years of 
teaching Sunday School has been the greatest 
and most rewarding experience of my life. In 
1955 we had moved to a larger home in the 
Highland district, in order to be closer to junior 
and senior high schools. Patricia and James both 
graduated from Eastglen Composite High 
School. 

Patricia returned this summer (1977) from 
Glendale, California, where she has made her 
hhome for the past 12 years. In 1975 she married 
Mario Bonilla of El Salvador, Central America; 
































he is continuing his schooling for a career of 
clothing design in Los Angeles. Pat is presently 
working for a law firm in Edmonton, but plans to 
return fo university to continue her studies for 
her B.A. degree in Linguistics, 

James married his high school sweetheart, 
Joan O'Dell, and they have three sons — Jerry, 
age 17; Jason age 12; and Jeffrey, age 6 years. 
‘They live in Winnipeg, Manitoba, where Jim is a 
field manager for Snap-On Tools. The boys like 
their father and grandfather before them are 
great sports enthusiast hockey being their 
favorite game, also. 

What greater rewards could one ask of this 
life than to have loving children and 
grandchildren, My children were very fond of 
their grandparents, and always enjoyed visiting 
or staying with them, as well as having them 
come to live with us. Pat and Jim remember how 
they used to sit on Grandpa Belliikka’s knee — 
how he used to tease them with his goatee, and he 
always had a bag of peppermint candies in his 
vest pocket. They sald Grandma made the 
greatest flat bread (riiska) in the bottom of her 
oven, 

Having a sauna at Grandpa Bellikka’s, mak- 
Ing home-made ice cream at my parents’ home, 
and, still, getting together with the family by the 
bonfire at the lake — family life is still the 
greatest institution in the world, for it is in the 
home that the foundations are laid for the kind of 
world in which we live. 

Happy the home when God is there 

And love fills every breast; 

Where one their wish and one 

their prayer, 

‘And one their heavenly rest. 

In 1963 1 married Leo Cosby, formerly of 
Smithville, Ontario. We still live in the Highland 
district in Edmonton, 





BOYLE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Notes from the records of the Boyle School 
District 2910 from January, 1920 to April 1953. 
‘The school children were bussed to Bentley in 
1948, 





‘The first year school was open 72 days, with 
two teachers during the term, 10 children 
enrolled, average daily attendance four. 

The secretary was appointed from the dis- 
trict, lowest paid for duties was $25 per year — 
highest was $50. 

Interesting to note in 1933, 33 applications 
were received for the teaching position — Mr. 
Harry Laycock was hired for $750 for the year — 
he had a family of five to support 

‘The highest salary paid in that time was $1100 
and the lowest was $740. 





BRATTBERG, AUDREY AND ELMER 

‘Audrey Kathleen is the third child of Knut and 
Alma Sunde. A keen scholar, she enjoyed her 
School years at Alhambra, ‘Rocky Mountain 
House and David Thompson High School. She 
participated in school athletic programs and was 
also a member of the Rocky Mountain 4-H Beef 
Club. Upon completion of Grade 12 she attended 
the University of Alberta, Edmonton where she 
received a B. Ed, The next three years were 
spent teaching mathematics at the David 
Thompson High school. Audrey then returned to 
the University of Alberta, Edmonton and ob- 
tained a M. Ed. in Curriculum and Instruction 

‘Always having a yen for travelling, Audrey 
made trips across Canada, through the United 
States, to Hawaii and three times to Europe. Her 
first trip to Norway was in 1957 with the whole 
Sunde family. Ten weeks, one summer, were 
spent travelling about Europe with sister Carol, 
Lois and Miriam Farrington and Maureen 
Killick. The last trip to Europe was more exten- 
sive, lasting six months, and included visits to 
Greece, Turkey and Tunisia. Most memorable of 
all was Christmas with relatives in Norway 

Audrey is presently teaching at Stratford 
Junior High school in Edmonton, and is also a 
curriculum co-ordinator in’ junior high 
mathematics with the Edmonton Public Schoo! 
Board. 

Audrey is married to Elmer Harold 
Brattberg, son of Harold and Elsie Brattberg. 
Elmer was raised on a farm in the Bentley dis- 
trict and attended school in Bentley. He has a 
B.Sc. in Electrical Engineering from the Univer- 
sity of Alberta, Edmonton and is presently 
employed as a Senior Engineer with A.G.T. in 
Edmonton, Elmer was very active in high school 
athletics and also became an avid skier. He has 
skied most ski areas in the Rocky Mountains and 
also made a trip to Europe to ski in the Alps. 

‘Audrey and Elmer have a mixed farm in the 
Bentley area near the north shore of Sylvan 
Lake. Many enjoyable days of hard work and 
relaxation have been spent here on week-ends 
and holidays. During the spring, summer and 
fall months they commute from the farm to their 
jobs in Edmonton with their Cessna 182 airplane. 
Both Audrey and Elmer have their private 
pilot’s licenses and have encountered many in- 
teresting experiences while flying their plane. 


























BRATTBERG, HAROLD 

Born in Uddevalla, Sweden — came to 
Eckville in 1928 — worked five years in Eckville 
district — bought the land the Boyle School was 
situated on — NW W5 — In 1931. 

Married Elsie Vig in 1938 — there are four 
children: 

Robert married Marlene Smith of Glenwood 
— they have three children, 

Ellen married William Palm — they have 
three children, 

Ethel has one daughter. 

Elmer married Audrey Sunde — they are liv 
ing on the farm home place. 








BYTTYNEN, ARALDO (DICK) 

Iwas born on October 12, 1920 and spent my 
childhood days on my father's farm on the north 
shore of Sylvan Lake. 

In 1940 I left for the war and served with the 
Calgary Highlanders until 1946. Shortly after my 
return I married Florence Mattson of the 
Kuusamo district, and we took up residence in 
Edmonton. We have two daughters, Colleen and 
Jane. The girls have grown up and married. 
Colleen married Brian Duknnigan and has a 
daughter, Kathleen. Jane married Brian 
Kirkwood and has a son Jeffrey. 





BYTTYNEN, JOHN L. — by Viola 8. Cosby 

My father, John L. Byttynen, immigrated to 
Canada from Minnesota, U.S.A. In the early 
1900's. He was born in Cokato, Minnesota in 1885. 
He had three brothers, Abraham, Albinlus and 
Anthony, and four sisters, Aurora, 
and Susanna. His parents e 
Finland to the United States in the 1880's, thelr 
ancestry being of Finnish, Norwegian and 
Swedish descent 

He homesteaded on the north end of Sylvan 
Lake in the year 1912. On November 17, 1913 he 
married Maggie E. McKee, daughter of James 
and Nancy Mahala McKee. 

‘My mother was born in Frankfurt, Ontario in 
1893. Her ancestors emigrated from Scotland 
and Ireland in 1763. Her father and mother were 
married on June 8 1887 at Belleville, Ontario. 
Her parents and two brothers, John and Allen, 
and two sisters, Alice and’ Minnie, moved 
westward by wagon and oxen to Manitoba. They 
were in Brandon, Manitoba, at the time of the 
terrible blizzard in 1901-1903. The storm lasted 
for 72 hours. They were snowbound for days. 

That following spring they moved further 
west to Alberta, where they homesteaded in the 
Boyle School District in 1904. The two youngest 
members of the family attended the school after 
it opened in 1912. 

Grandfather McKee died February 7, 1916, 
Some years later, Grandmother married John 
Ebeling of Bentley. She died in June, 1939, one 
year after Grandpa Ebeling died. 

‘There were six children in our family: Sylvia 
L. — 1915; Viola S. — 1917; John A. — 1919; 





































































‘The Byuynen Family. Maggie, John, Viola, Johany, Sylvia, 
‘Arad and Tony. At Granpa Ebel 





Araldo R. — 1920; A. Anthony — 1921 and James 
A. 1923 (deceased 1923). We were all born at 
home. My grandmother was usually the 
midwife. Anthony was two and one-half pounds 
at birth and she took care of him, carrying him 
on a pillow and keeping him warm with heated 
bricks. I still remember receiving a spoonful of 
my grandmother's remedy for tummyache. It 
was a special recipe of hers and we never did 
learn how to make it. 

‘My parents worked hard to make a living for 
the family. Land had to be cleared and ground 
broken for planting — trees cut and sawed for 
firewood were the only source of heat. 

In spite of the hard times of our earlier years, 
they were happy years. We had all the wonderful 
gifts of nature around us and the added oppor: 
tunity of living beside a lake. I remember with 
nostalgia all the wild flowers and wildlife. There 
were not only birds of every description but so 
many varieties of waterfowi. I still love to hear 
the call of the coot, commonly known as the mud- 
hen, especially in the springtime when they are 
mating. Yes, and even the eerie ery of the loon 
before a summer storm. 

‘There were wild animals galore. The deer 
came down to the water for drink — even the 
fawns got used to us. My parents forbade the kill: 
ing of beaver and muskrat and the creek on our 
meadow became not only their home but also a 
sanctuary for the wild geese and swans every 
spring and fall. We awaited their arrival every 
year with joy and anticipation. It is hard to 
believe that all this now is so changed. In place of 
a beautiful solitude of God’s creation there is the 
creation of man — screeching power boats and 
ugly pollution. 

My father worked at the coal mines in Alexo 
and Nordegg in the 1920's, coming home maybe 
once or twice a month. It wasn’t an easy life for 
mother to look after the farm and animals. We 
raised a big garden of vegetables every year and 














picked lots of wild berries to can. Sometimes the 
cold, cold winters froze our storage of fruit and 
vegetables and it was grim indeed. 

Tt was a very difficult and trying time for my 
mother to take care of all the outside chores 
when we were all so young. The only baby-sitter 
she ever had was an old Norwegian fisherman, 
Ole Olson Hull, known as “Old Oola’” to us all, We 
enjoyed him when he came as he used to tell us 
stories. He made whistles for us out of wood and 
sometimes he carved little animals for us out of 
‘wood pleces. We didn’t see him very often, but 
we sure looked forward to his visits. (He dled 
many years ago.) 

My father was injured in the mine and from 
that time on he could not do heavy labor. He 
‘worked off and on as a carpenter. He also did 
blacksmith work at home — more or less a jack- 
ot-all trades. He had wanted to be a veterinarian 
and had done some studying in books, and with 
the practical experience did his best to help when 
being called on by neighbours to take care of sick 
animals. 

One of the exciting times of our childhood was 
when the Indian caravans stopped at our place 
on their way to Rocky Mountain House and then 
In the fall on their way back to the reservation at 
Hobbema, We looked forward to seeing them, es- 
pecially Chief Yellow Eye and his wife and’son 
‘Tom, Dad repaired thelr wagons and took care of 
thelr horses” hooves. In return, they brought 
moccasins, a pair for each of us and usually a 
beaded pair for my mother. One year they 
brought dad a beautiful buckskin coat. He wore 
it for many years. It burnt with the house when 
my parent's home burned in 1949. This was the 
new home that was built after we grew up. 

Dad also lost the black robe which was made 
from the hide of his favorite horse “Prince”. Old 
Prince was a part of our family from 1915 to 1943. 
He served us faithfully all those years, on the 
field, on the road as part of a team, or as'a single 
with'the buggy or cutter, stone-boat or garden 
cultivator. He was also used for riding and if we 
got lost in the woods searching for cattle, we 
didn't need to worry as old Prince always took us 
safely home. 

We attended Boyle School, one and one-hait 
miles from home. Our school was a one-roomed 
schoolhouse. Grandpa McKee helped in building 
ihe original building in 1912 and my father helped 
put the addition on some years later. 

‘The years we spent in school were happy 
years in spite of the hardships of the cold winters 
‘when the old wood stove didn't give adequate 
heat to keep our fingers warm enough to write. 
The teachers were marvelous people who knew 
how to give us warm-up drills or parade around 
the schoolroom desks. The battle of the elements 
was not always easy. I remember particularly 
the year I wrote Grade 8 Departmental Exams. 
Itrained so much the road was a sea of mud. The 
teacher, Miss Hilman, and I trudged to the 
school each day so I could write my exams which 
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were sealed in big brown envelopes to be sent 
away. It was worth it as I received my diploma 
and the honor of being the first pupil from Boyle 
School District to have obtained a diploma! We 
were both so thankful on the last morning when 
‘Mr. Frank Johnson, chairman of the school 
board, came to pick’us up with his horses and 
buggy to drive us home. He was responsible for 
seeing that those big brown envelopes were 
properly submitted to Edmonton. 

During these early years, Palm Bay was our 
Post Office. The Post Office was at the home of 
the John Palms. They owned the property adja- 
cent to my parents. Mr. Palm drove with horse 
and buggy or cutter to Eckville to pick up the 
mail for the community. On request of 
neighbors, he also brought groceries. This was a 
whole day’s journey! We owe much to these old 
pioneers! 

Sometimes in the winter the lake was used for 
transportation when the ice was deeply frozen. 
‘There was always the danger of going on it too 
soon. This unfortunately happened to the 
Laycock family on December 7, 1937. Mr. 
Laycock was the teacher at Boyle School at that 
time. It was a nice clear Saturday morning. My 
mother came back from feeding the chickens 
and called out, “Those folks are driving too far 
ut on that ice!” We all ran out to have a look and 
the next thing we heard was a loud boom, like 
when ice cracks, and we saw the car go into the 
break in the ice, about one and a half miles from 
our place. My brother, Johnny, put his skates on 
and away he flew across the ice. I ran to tell my 
father who was hauling some barrels of water for 
the pigs. He quickly unhooked the team, jumped 
on the back of one of the horses and started along 
the shore, as the ice on the lake was like glass. I 
started running but by the time I got there 
everyone was out except Mr. Laycock. His son 
Gilbert and my brother were pulling him up out 
of the water. It was truly a miracle that they all 
got out as Mrs. Laycock and their five-year old 
son were in the front seat with Mr. Laycock, 
while Gilbert and two other brothers were in the 
back seat. The car was completely submerged. 

Mr. Laycock was unconscious. They worked 
on him on the ice but he didn’t respond, so my 
father, with the help of the boys, put him over the 
back of the horse and quickly got him to the Hill's 
home about a mile away. Mrs. Laycock and I 
took turns carrying Ross, and believe me, It 
seemed much more than a mile. When we got 
there a message was sent to phone the doctor. It 
took a long time for him to come from Eckville. 

My father kept working on Mr. Laycock on 
the kitchen floor, applying artificial respiration 
until he was exhausted and asked me to take 
over. We were sure happy when we heard him 
make a noise and he started to bring up water 
and slime. I have never forgotten it! Tt was truly 
by the grace of God this man lived. 

We who lived or grew up beside the lake knew: 
the dangers of the environment and we were 




















taught as we grew, but Iam sure my mother 
must have had plenty of anxieties when we were 
small, We were fortunate that we had so few 
serious accidents throughout our childhood. 

What could have been a major tragedy was 
the morning Tony had his two fingers on his right 
hand cut off. It was a December morning, 1927 — 
the day of our school’s Christmas programme. 
With the anticipation of an exciting programme, 
the boys had forgotten to cut kindling the night 
before, so father sent them out that morning to 
bring in kindling to start the kitchen stove. Tony 
grabbed a piece of wood off the cutting block just 
as Johnnie brought down the axe. Mom and Dad 
drove him to Eekville with the horses and cutter 
‘Those 11 miles must have seemed like an eterni 
ty. Thanks to Dr. Sommerville, Tony’s fingers 
were saved. 

Our community should remember with 
gratitude the great doctors of these early years 
(Dr, Sommerville of Eckville and Dr. Henry of 
Bentley) who dedicated their lives to their call- 
ing. Even when the roads were impassable, they 
found a way. I remember the time in 1940 when 
Dr. Coppock of Eckville answered an emergency 
call by using a speeder on the railroad tracks to 
come and take a patient to hospital. 

‘My parent’s land was used for many different 
kinds of recreation. In the 20's there was an open 
air dance platform where dances were held oc- 
casionally. People came trom miles around to 
dance in the moonlight. There was also a conces- 
sion booth where candies, gum, and chocolate 
bars were sold, along with home-made lemonade 
and ice cream. 

Another highlight was the picnics by the “Sisu 
Club”. This was an athletic club under the diree- 
tion and training of Henry Jokkinen of Esckvitle. 
‘There was fun and games for everyone. Many 
families came to fish and spent the night. There 
was a plentiful supply of perch, pickerel, pike 
and jack-tish. During the depression years, fish 
was our main source of food. 

In the late 30's, a_group of young people 
formed the Palm Bay Sports Club. The first ex 
ecutive elected January 13, 1939 consisted of 
President — Art Bellikka; Vice-President — 
Howard Johnson; Recording Secretary — Viola 
Bellikka; Treasurer — Laurie Layton 
Secretary — Dorls Vig; Program Convenor — 
Ray Niemala; Ice Convenors — Aldo Byttynen, 
Johnnie Byttynen, L. R. Layton; Wood Boss — 
Howard Vig, Marvin Wester, Ragnar Johanson; 
Lunch Convenors — Walter Johnson, Annie 
Anderson, Mary Balog; and Official Bouncers — 
Andrew Anderson, Ted Johnson and Chester Vig, 
‘The Palm Bay Red Wings played in the District 
Hockey Tournament (arranged under the 
ausplees of the Red Deer Board of Trade) 
March, 1939 and took first prize! 

‘The rink was also for pleasure skating. A con- 
cession booth was put up where coffee and hot 
dogs, etc., were served. The biggest handicap 
was the heavy snowfall, but there were usually 























willing people to clear the rink. A most willing 
and regular helper was the young school teacher 
of Boyle School, Laurie Layton 

‘The club put on dance programs at Young 
People’s Hall to raise funds to buy hockey and 
other sports equipment. The hockey sticks alone 
would have been a major expense but for Art — 
he always managed to fix the broken sticks by 
splicing them together. 

‘Two fastball teams were formed for summer. 
‘The ladies’ team was managed and coached by 
Art Bellikka and the men’s team was coached by 
‘Ted Johnson. 

‘These were very exciting and enjoyable times 
and I am sure that it was one of the happiest 
times of our lives, especially for my parents, as 
they enjoyed the activities of the young people. 
‘My mother always had a cup of cocoa or coffee to, 
serve. 

‘These happy times came to an end, as young 
men left to fight for their country. My parents, 
like so many others, saw their sons go off to war. 
They all enlisted for active service — Johnnie in 
the Royal Canadian Engineers, Araldo (Dick) 
with the Edmonton Fusiliers, later transferring 
to the Calgary Highlanders when he went 
overseas in 1941, and Tony with the Royal Cana- 
dian Artillery. The first to leave from the Palm, 
Bay Club was Ivan Russell (He was like one of 
the family.) He was with the Edmonton 
Fusiliers. 

Johnnie was stationed at Chilliwack, B.C. for 
the major part of his service with the Royal 
Canadian Engineers. Dick served three years on 
active duty. He was wounded in France in 
August, 1944, returned to the Front in Holland, 
and ended up in Odenburg, Germany, at the 
close of the war. He returned to Canada in 
December 1945. Tony was with the 78th Battery, 
13th Canadian Field Battery, 3rd Division, Royal 
Canadian Artillery. He was injured in England 
during a blackout. After several months in 
hospital, they were convinced he would be hap- 
pier back in Canada. 

Sylvia married Elmer Kujala November, 
1937. ‘They have a family of six children and 
seven grandchildren. Elmer died in November of 
1962. Viola married Arthur Bellikka January, 
1937. They had two children and have three 
grandchildren. Arthur died in June of 1959. Viola 
married Leo Cosby in May of 1963. Johnny 
married Lorraine Graham in May of 1943 and 
they have six children and six grandchildren. 
Araldo married Florence Mattson in June of 1946 
and they have two children and two 
grandchildren. Tony married Gloria Hergert 
and they have five children. 

My father is now 92 years of age. He has been 
a patient in a nursing home for the past four 
years. My mother died on December 5, 1958. 

Palm Bay still remains, a little corner of 
Sylvan Lake, but only we who have the 
memories of what it used to be, can appreciate 
what we once had. 














We are all indebted to the pioneers in every 
age and every generation, We owe much to those 
who came before us! They all want to remain 
great in their own worth and strong in their con- 
vietions — no matter what — they are our 
heritage. 


CARLSON, HANS AND IDA — by Ida Carlson 

Hans and Ida Carlson came to live on the NE 
34.39-2-W5 in the fall of 1939. At that time we had 
only clay roads, and travel was often made dif- 
ficult because of the mud. The Boyle school was, 
located across the road from us. We were ser- 
viced with mail route and telephone lines. Our 
building site was located on the corner of the 
land where there was a cross road. The mail 
route and telephone line did not go any further 
west than our place. We had only a few acres in 
cropland. We did have a water well, a good one, 
which never failed and is still in regular use, 
although now the water is brought up from it 
with a pressure system. 

‘The trees were in abundance, and supplied 
our cooking and heating fuel. When clearing land 
we found pouches of dried pemmican and a rock 
with arrowheads expertly chiseled out. We also 
have a rock that has been analyzed as a part of a 
failing meteorite. 

We cleared the land bit by bit. It did take the 
mast of 20 years to clear the land of trees, but we 
Were recompensed each time with more fields 
and a better view of the mountains and Sylvan 
Lake nearby. Our two children, Peter and 
Marion, enjoyed the lake to the utmost. 

During our time on the farm we changed from 
one thing to another. Many years were spent 
with a dairy herd, but later on we went to beet 
cattle. Hans was a very good cattleman and hog 
producer, so we had some of each. Our grain 
crops were mostly barley, although we at other 
times had oats and wheat, and clover seed and 
rape more recently. We rotated our grain fields 
with hay crops, as this keeps the soll in good con- 
dition and also helps to prevent erosion. At one 
time we had a herd of goats and for a number of 
years had the usual flock of laying hens and 
‘chickens for meat purposes, too. Many beautiful 
birds made their homes on our farmstead. We 
grew vegetables in abundance, and had some 
good results with growing berries, 

The passing years brought many changes in 
our way of life, Eventually our road became a 
hard-top. We were able to have a comfortable 
home with many modern conveniences. The 
telephone lines had gone underground and to the 
dial system, and also had been extended several 
miles west, although still remaining on the 
Bentley exchange. In 1941 we started paying our 
hospital tax. We were Included in the Eckville 
hospital district and this system was kept that 
way for many years. In the late 1940's we, along 
with other farmers, helped put the rural elec- 
trification in our district and this line went west 
as far as the present Allan Russel farm. For 
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many years now the school children of the Boyle 
district have been bused into Bentley. 

For a few days now, in 1977, on our farmstead 
an oil well drilling rig has been busy day and 
night, drilling for oi. 

‘So many things have been left unsaid. I am 
grateful to my son Peter and daughter, Marion, 
and their spouses and all my grandchildren, my 
relatives and good neighbors of a good communi- 
ty. Indeed it was a privilege to have been allowed 
so many years on this location. May the time we 
were allotted still prove rewarding. 

Hans passed away in December of 1975, and I 
am now making my home in the Eckville Manor 
House in Eckville. 


CHRISTIANSEN, PETER AND MARIE — by 
Ida Carlson 

Pete Christiansen spent the last seven years 
of his life with his wife and younger members of 
the family in the Boyle district at mixed far- 
ming. Pete and Marie, with three very young 
children, came to homestead in the Scandina- 
vian settlement, west of Bentley, in the Stephen. 
son school district. They arrived in the spring of 
1901 and lived there until 1928 when they moved 
south to Turin, Alberta. This move caused the 
family much hardship with the terrible droughts 
on the prairies at that time and the depression 
years. Still owning land in the Boyle district and 
after five years of the prairie experience, they 
returned to this land to make their home. Pete 
died in 1941, age 71, and Marie, after some years, 
moved to Abbotsford, B.C. She lived there until 
1964 when she moved to Calgary. In 1966 she was 
hospilized at Claresholm, Alberta, and died there 
in June of 1967 at the age of 87 years. Pete and 
Marie were charter members of Grace Lutheran 
Chureh, west of Bentley and both are buried in 
the Vig Lutheran cemetery. Grace Lutheran 
Church is still active after more than 70 years 
since its beginning. 

When Pete and Marie arrived at their 
homestead from Sissiton, South Dakota, their ad- 
dress was Alberta district, When they 
needed supplies they went all the way to 
Lacombe as there were no bridges over the 
Blindman River for sometime. Pete came as a 
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youth to the United States from Denmark, Marie 
was a girl of 10 years when she came to the 
United States with her parents, Mr. and Mrs 
Erie Solberg, from Norway. About 1906 they 
moved into the same Scandinavian settlement, 
‘west of Bentley, but thelr farmland was in the 
Boyle district and, no doubt, their history will 
appear in Homesteads and Happiness”. Eleven 
of Pete and Marie's 14 children were bora on this 
original homestead. The first child born to them 
in Canada was a son “Albert”. If the child had 
been a daughter, the name would have been 
“Alberta”. Albert was the first one of the 
children to die at the age of 49. There are still 10 
children of this pioneer family living. When Pete 
and Marie arrived on their homestead, the other 
settlers there were Martin Johnsons, Hans Sk- 
Jonsbergs, Vigs and Haarstads came almost at 
the same time. 

Lam grateful to Helen Beranek of Bentley for 
the book called ““The Hansens”. This book is 
written by Harry Hansen of Bentley and 
Published in 1969. ‘This interesting book covers 
several generations of the Hansens up to 1969. 
Many friends and neighbors of the family are in- 
cluded too. Harry has some nice comments 
about “Pete and Marie” written here too. The 
Hansens were and are such well motivated peo- 
ple, that who could help but be thelr friends. 
Many interesting pictures are included in this 
book. Eric, Ole and Carson Bardenhagen of 
Eckvilie are named as being on one picture of a 
group at a plenle at Gull Lake. 

PS, I cannot close without telling you that 1 
had a grandmother who was truly a great lady 
and she was none other than the late “Martha 
Solberg 











EKLUND, CLARENCE AND PHOEBE — by 
Phoebe Eidund 

I, Clarence, son of Mr. and Mrs. Aldor Eklund 
of Bentley do fake thee, Phoebe, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Chauncey Brewer of Lacombe to be my 
lawful wedded wife for better or WORSE? Date 
— November 14, 1939. First home — a wee cot 
ige on Gull Lake shore. Landlord — Bob 
Woolgar who charged three whole dollars per 
month (a sum not always easy to raise.) As the 
next day was warm and balmy, the new Groom 
helped his dad thresh their grain, and the new 
Bride (no coat or sweater) merrily tripped to the 
field with lunch. Our closest neighbours were the 
Butchers and the Huttons. My reminiscing is 
written in this fashion because 38 years later, 
1977, everything is so different. Weather — 40 to 
60 below zero, and I mean Fahrenheit! With me 
oldtimers? Young people wouldn't understand 
the word, ‘threshing’, and they would be sure I 
meant $300 for rent. I’m sure Clarence feels it 
has been all for the ‘better’ and not ‘worse.’ He is 
a real ‘wheeler dealer’, but all our friends main. 
tain I am the only possession he hasn’t traded. I 
wonder why — oh yes, the wheels and gears in 
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my head rusted too fast, and they never rotated 
at a quick enough pace: 

In 1942 we moved to Bentley to manage the 
Purity 99 Service Station, previously operated by 
Ronald Kirk. Between the Holmes Grocery Store 
and the Garries Hardware Store was a Tie Yard 
for tying horses. Good old days! Many a 
summersault did I, as a child, turn on the Tie 
Yard in Lacombe. Clarence did general truck- 
ing, as did his friends, Elton Poling and Alec 
Wilson. In those days Clarence hauled fuel from 
‘Turner Valley (no pavement then), and in the 
evenings delivered fuel to the farmers. I kept 
busy serving gas, keeping records, AND keeping 
track of one smail toddler named Connie and her 
puppy. One time Mr. Hergott, the Station Agent, 
Phoned that Connie (whom he luckily 
recognized) was on a train headed for Rimbey 
and Hoadley. The Depot was only a hop and a 
skip from our place. I very diligently set about 
becoming acquainted with all the good people in 
the Blindman Valley. Did you ever try sorting 
out all the Skjonsbergs, Vigs, Solbergs, Peter: 
sons and Andersons when you don’t know a soul? 
I pertinently asked Buz Farrell how many 
children he had, and of course he was still an 
eligible bachelor! Three of our first and faithful 
customers were George Cabelka, Albert Hansen 
and Mr. Elgood. Another was Alfred Haarstad 
who was loved by everyone, and to my 
knowledge, never had an enemy. Four single 
boys who used to buy fuel were Abe Giesbrecht, 
Charlie and Harry Larsen, and Marvin Wester. 1 
also remember the Wianckos from Rimbey stop- 
ping sometimes. In those days people had time to 
visit, and I imagine I talked their legs off. Recall 
the gas rationing coupons and sugar coupons? It 
was lots of fun, along with the bad days, one bad 
day being when Connie turned the tap on a 45 
gallon drum of ol. 

In 1944 we moved to the good old Boyle 
District (the best in the west), where we lived for 
almost 30 years. Most of these were on the 
quarter purchased from John Balog ($,E. 35-39. 
2.W5), but we later bought the S.W. and NE. 
quarters in this section and built a house on the 
N.E. one. In July of 1944 baby Gloria joined three 
year old Connie. Life was good in those days as 
‘everyone enjoyed simple life. A trip for the girls 
on a hand sleigh pulled by mom to the mailbox 
and up the hill to Aunt Ailie and Uncle Ole 
Solberg’s wonderful big log house was a treat far 
superior to a motor trip to the big citles now, 
Aille and Ole were substitute ‘mom and dad’ for 
many young people, including teachers or 
ministers who boarded with them. Nobody could 
ever count the lunches (including fresh cinamon 
rolls) and meals they served to hundreds of peo- 
ple. Uncle Johnny Solberg was our mailman for 
years — in the days when being a mailman may 
Include delivering groceries, picking up cream, 
selling stamps, walking and shovelling lots of 
snow. If we hadn’t been fortunate enough to have 
an expert road maintainer, Frank Wine (another 








“Best in the West’), I'm sure there would have 
been impassable toads many times for the 
mailman and all of us. Our third girl, Donna Lee 
(born in 1950) shed tears when Johnny retired, 
and printed a “Hi mailman!” inside the mailbox 
door, which cherry greeting still remains. 

In 1957 a fourth girl, Heather Marle, was born 
and truly brought much pleasure to her three 
sisters and middle aged parents. 





Clarence and Phoebe Eklund and daughters, Gloria, Consie, 
Donna and Heather, Taken ia 1958 


Connie started to Boyle Country School and 
was privileged to have Mrs. Edith Russell as her 
first teacher. Dear Ida Carlson entertained the 
whole neighbourhood that year, as Peter was 
also a beginner and generously invited everyone 
in school to his Birthday Party. Of course 
parents also came to pick up their children. Next 
year our country schools started to disappear 
and the buses took over. 
mnie, a medical secretary, married Doctor 
Clifford Herzer, son of Mrs. Sandy Strachan of 
Rimbey, and they have lived in Los Angeles, 
California for 16 years. His three year Der- 
matology Course will be finished in May and they 
plan to move to their acreage near the Red 
Forest (Arcadia). They have three children — 
Cindy, Clifford and Cheryl. 

Gloria married Leo Ganson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Herman Ganson of Lacombe. For six years 
they lived in Newfoundland where Leo taught 
school; then two years at Peoria, two years at 
Botha, and at present he is principal and teacher 
of a new Seventh Day Adventist Church School 
near Sylvan Lake. They have one boy, Gerald, 
and three girls, Janice, Julie and Glenda. 

Donna was'a dental assistant, working in 
Calgary where she met her husband, Lance Hol: 
ly, Son of Mr. and Mrs, Rob Holly of Calgary. 
Lance, after working as Orderly in the Stettler 
Hospital, has been taking a Paramedical Course 
for the ‘past two years in Calgary. He has 
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accepted a call to work in the Grande Prairie 
Hospital, so plans to move there in May. They 
have two boys, Glen and Brian. 

Heather married Jack Bartko, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Andrew Bartko of Rimbey, and so far, live 
closest to home, much to Grandma and Grand. 
pa’s delight. They lived near Rimbey, but 
presently are on an acreage 10 miles from 
Bentley. They both love the farm and animals, 
and are hoping to live in the country. Jack shares 
his mother’s musical and artistic talents. Their 
lite girl, Laurie Lee, is the youngest of our 10 
grandchildren. 

In August, 1973, we moved to our present 
home 15 miles west of Rimbey (S.E. 26- 
situated In the Leedale area. At the 
roots were so deep in Bentley area that I didn’t 
share my husband's enthusiasm in moving to a 
new land. However, even though I will never 
forget all our dear Bentleyites, I found the people 
in this area to be wonderful, kind, and helpful 
too. Rimbey is a friendly town, and I enjoy shop: 
ping there. For the past five years we have sold 
Vermeer Round Balers to supplement our farm 
income. I like to think we are pioneers as 
Clarence has cleared many acres of land. Life 
has been good. There have been a few clouds 
amidst all the sunshine, but thanks to God, loved 
ones, and friends, the stars and the rainbow are 
as bright as ever. Happy memories everyone! 











JOHANSON, ERICK 

Anna Katherine and Erick Johanson with 
their four children emigrated from Finland to 
Michigan, U.S.A. around the turn of the century, 
then to Canada in 1911 settling in the Wetaskiwin 
area. In 1914 they took out a homestead in the 
Sunset Hills area north of Sylvan Lake in the 
Boyle district. 

Of the children living — Hulda Wester lives at 
sylvan Lake, Arthur lives in Bentley, Irene Palm 
lives in Condor, Esther Lind in Prince George, 
B.C., Sam in Edmonton and Hazel Nelson in Ed: 
monton. 

Ericis enjoyed carving wood. He is known for 
the wooden horses he carved and sold for $4, 
‘Some of these are displayed in various homes in 
the district. 


JOHANSON, VICTOR FAMILY — by Mrs. Signe 
(Victor) Johanson 

In 1923 we decided to leave Sweden and move 
to Canada. Victor's uncle, Mr. Ed Lofgren at 
Blackfalds sent back glowh 
to relatives in Sweden, He 
money In Canada, and we found out later this 
meant many hardships and much hard work. 
‘The opportunities were not so easy for a green 
Swedish family. Blackfalds was to be our 
destination. We left Bastutrsk, Sweden, July 
1923, with our two children, Ragnar, two years 
old and Victoria, four months old. We arrived 
over six weeks later at Blackfalds as there were 
many delays along the way. We spent ten days in 














London, England, while the boat was belng 
repaired. Our children were vaccinated for 
smallpox while we were there. The journey had 
its drawbacks but the people along the way were 
friendly and helpful. We arrived at the uncle's 
place in late August, and stayed with them for 
one month, They had a large family of their own 
and four more made It a bit overcrowded. We 
then went to work for a bachelor, Mr. J 
Hilstaad, who wanted some help on his farm in 
the Bentley district, and we stayed there for two 
years. While living there, Victor started looking 
for a farm of his own and found one that was 
covered with very heavy poplar trees. However 
‘we built a log house from the logs that were cut to 
make a place to a build a house. 

We were situated on NE 3-40-2-W5, one half 
mile north of Boyle School and two miles from 
‘Mr. Hilstaad’s farm, so Vietor would help him 
over a time until we got more established. It was 
fortunate there were deer and rabbits to be had 
to supplement our diet and also fish from Sylvan 
Lake that was one and one-half miles south. 

When we were grubbing trees, we used to take 
the children’s shoes off. That way they wouldn't 
go very far away and we would know where 
they were at all times. They didn’t seem to mind 
as they played contentedly. 

Victor was learning to speak English a little 
better each year as he met and worked with 
others, and he learned also to read and write in 
English, and read a great deal in the years to 
‘come. However it was a Norwegian settlement 
so they could speak and understand each other 
without the use of English. 

After our house was built, we needed some 
good water, so he got a water well drill and 
Grilled us a well. Over the years he drilled many 
water wells. He was still drilling water wells long 
enough to drill a well for our oldest daughter and 
her husband at Leslieville in 1951, 

Victor and a neighbor made one half mile of 
corduroy road through a swamp one mile north 
of our place to make a better trail to town. There 
were Jackfish jumping in the deep water and 
grass where they worked. In the years to come 
he always had a team of horses and a man or 
himself to help build more roads. They worked 
off their taxes this way 

He also invented a brush cutter to be used on a 
tractor, as we had one by that time, hoping to 
clear land a little faster. He contracted a large 
area of trees to be cleared. The invention worked 
fairly good but the cost of hiring men to pile and 
burn the brush and the cost of gas for the tractor 
plus repairing his machine proved costly and at 
the end of the contract he had made no money. 
However he used it on our own farm for a while. 

After we had been in Canada five years we 
became Canadian citizens. 

Ragnar started school when he was six years 
old and didn’t know any English, as at home we 
spoke Swedish. However Boyle School was for- 
tunate to have a teacher that year who could 
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speak both English and Norwegian, so she was 
able to teach and help Ragnar through the first 
year. Her name was Miss Magda Wold, now Mrs, 
Magda Anderson of the Eckville district. AS 
Ragnar learned English so did Victoria and i, we 
were learning together, and when Victoria 
started school she knew as much English as 
Ragnar. As the children progressed In English so 
did I, until I could also read and write in English. 

With a lot of hardships and hard work our 
farm began to take shape. We got more land 
cleared and broken every year and we had some 
livestock, mostly milk cows, as the milk, butter 
and cream were necessary foods and income. It 
took the better part of the day to take the cream 
to town with a team of horses and buggy. We also 
had some chickens and pigs. We cleared more 
land every year to provide more feed for the 
animals, making it possible to increase the 
livestock. All the farming was done with horses 
in the early years, which were also our transpor- 
tation until we got a model T Ford, I learned to 
drive it too, which created tension among the 
onlookers. I learned all the contrary ways of the 
car and could handle it as well as the next per: 
son, and drove it constantly, until it was van 
dalized. Then it was back to the horse and buggy 
for a while until we got another car. 

In 1935 an addition was built on the house and 
another daughter, Elizabeth, was born that year. 
In the winter time Victor would run a sawmill 
sawing lumber so he could get lumber to build a 
new barn. After the barn was built, there were a 
few barn dances held, one or two for the war ef- 
fort, and the orchestra at one of them was the 
well known Ma Trainers Orchestra from 
Calgary. They took a few minutes before the 
dance to go to the neighbors and play a few 
musical numbers for an aged pioneer lady, Mrs. 
Erie Solberg. There were some dances held for 
the benefit of the Palm Bay Hockey Club, and 
also a wedding dances. 

In 1939 Victor purchased a 32 volt 
windcharger to supply us with electricity. I got a 
washing machine that was run by a 32 volt power 
and it was a big help as we had hired men and I 
used to board school teachers, 

I also looked after an aged widower, Mr. 
Upland, who lived across the road from our 
place. He was our closest neighbor. We used the 
windcharger until we were able to get Calgary 
Power. When there was first talk of rural elec- 
trification, Victor was out canvassing the 
neighbors for prospective farmers that would 
like to get a line put in. believe it was one of the 
first rural lines put in, Then he took a course in 
farm electrification, wrote and passed the exam 
and wired many farmsteads in the years to 
come. 

His main interest was farming and he learned 
all he could to make the land produce good crops. 
Farming always came first and every new facili- 
ty that came out to improve and make easier and 
better farming he was ready to try. We got a 

















threshing machine as by this time we had con- 
siderable cultivated land on our half section, so 
every fall he went with his threshing machine 
and @ crew of men to thresh for the neighbors 
and ourselves. Many of the crew were neighbors 
who worked off their threshing dues this way and 
sometimes we had Indians hired too. Then a few 
years after the war we purchased a combine and 
‘did only our own as by this time we had the half 
section all cleared and cultivated. 

He was also very interested in polities, bellev- 
ing in the C.C.F. party and one year ran'as can- 
didate for the Liberal party in the Rocky Moun- 
tain House constituency in one election but was 
defeated. 

Our first telephone line that Victor helped 
organize was strung on various types of poles 
that were replaced later with more substantial 

‘The Bentley community had a strip cleared 
on one of the Sunset Hills and made it into a ski 
hill, now known as the Medicine Hill Ski Hill. In 
1950 they decided to have a log lodge built and 
asked Victor if he would supervise and help 
build the lodge, which he did. It was the only 
bullding there for many years until later another 
ullding was built. 

He was elected councillor for the Lacombe 
County and served on the council for many years 
until his passing in 1964 at the age of 68 years. 

After the Second World War, we took a trip to 
Sweden, the first time since settling in Canada, 
‘and then we went again in 1963, When we 
returned from our first trip to Sweden we 
brought back ten pounds of Vega barley, that he 
wanted to try here. It was passed through 
customs and he seeded this small amount in a 
separate and well prepared piece of ground. It 
grew and showed great promise, was harvesied 
with great care, yielding several bushels. This in 
turn was seeded until he had enough seed to seed 
his complete farm. It was a productive barley 
with a fairly short growing season and he used it 
from then on. 

‘When Ragnar and Vicky were going to school 
they did the janitor work at Boyle after they got 
old enough. The pay would be up to $3.50 a month 
which was almost enough to pay for a pair of 
skis, which they bought. When they were 
through school, Ragnar stayed at home to help 
farm and Vicky went on to High School in Red 
Deer. 

When Ragnar got married, a house was built 
on the farm and they lived there and went into 
partnership with us, finally buying the home 
place and the farm’ across the road from our 
place, farming this for a few years finally selling 
and moving to Salmon Arm, B.C. in 1973, 

Ragnar married Bettie Britton of the 
Marianne district in 1948. They have four 
children, Anne, Bernard, Cindy, and Valerie. 

‘Anne graduated from the Bentley High School 
and took a nurses aid course in Calgary and 
worked at the Rocky View Hospital until she 
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married Wayne Malone of Calgary. They have 
two girls, Rene and Teresa, and they live at Hin. 
ton. 

Bernard finished high school at Bentley and 
vocational school at Lacombe, is now employed 
at C.C.LL. at Wetaskiwin, and has taken a heavy 
duty mechanic course at’ Edmonton. 

Cindy took some high school at Salman Arm, 
B.C. and is now employed at Hinton, 

Valerie took some high school at Salmon Arm. 
and is presently taking vocational school at Swift 
Current, Saskatchewan, 

Victoria was married in 1942 to Albert Motus 
of Withrow, and has three sons; Barry, Brian, 
and Ken. They live at Withrow until Albert 
enlisted in the army in 1944. After his discharge 
from the Army he purchased a farm at 
Leslieville, where they reside and are still 
farming, 

Barry graduated from the David Thompson 
High School and took a Merchandising Ad- 
ministration course at S.A.1.T. in Calgary, and is 
now a manager of Totem Lumber Co. Store in 
Calgary. He married Helene Cote of St. Paul, 
Alberta and has two sons, Cameron and Spencer, 
and they reside at Bragg Creek. 

Brian graduated from David Thompson High 
School and took two weather courses, one at Ot- 
tawa and one at Toronto. He was’ upper air 
technician at several locations in N.W.T. for 
seven years. He then took another course at Ot- 
tawa to become a Pilot Briefer, working for 
three years at Yellowknife Airport. He married 
Gwen MacLeod of Saskatoon in 1973, and had one 
son Kevin, and a daughter, Rea Anne. They live 
at Alrdrie and he works at Calgary Airport as 
Weather Forecastor. 

Ken Is still at home, to graduate from the 
David Thompson High School in June, 1978. 

Elizabeth took her schooling at Bentley High 
School and a secretary course at Calgary. She 
married in 1957 to Carl Wood of New Brunswick, 
and has three children, Deborah, Judy, and 
Kevin. They live at Calgary 

Debby married Herb Fitch of Sylvan Lake 
and has one daughter, Trudy. They live in Red 
Deer 

Judy is going to University in Calgary, and 
Kevin is still in High School, 

I stayed on the farm for a while after I 
became a widow, then moved to Bentley, where I 
lived for a time, then moved to Sylvan Lake and 
now reside in the Sylvan Manor at Sylvan Lake. 

1 look back on the years past and wouldn't 
mind doing it all over again. We had hardships 
and hard work but there were also the social 
times. There were the Sunday dinners, com 
munity gatherings, and school picnics held on 
the shores of Sylvan Lake and all the neighbors 
were there. ‘Then there were the Christmas con- 
certs, and the parents would try to help the 
teachers as much as possible to make it easier 
for them, like filling candy sacks, making pop- 
corn balls and sewing costumes; the men would 

























































get the Christmas tree and set it up, and set up 
the stage and repair it if necessary; also keeping 
the gas lamps burning. It was the highlight of the 
year. The ladies would serve lunch at the close of 
the concert, and everyone went home happy 
knowing it was a job well done on the part of the 
teacher, students, and parents. 





OSCAR KARJALA FAMILY 

Oscar Karjala took his homestead, the NW 5- 
40-2-W5 about 1910. His brother Robert came to 
joln him about 1916, as the brothers had planned 
to farm together, which they did for about a 
year. 

Robert, his wife Ann, and their only child 
Emil, (born in Butte, Montana, in July, 1916), 





Sarah and Robect Karjala 


nil Karla, 


continued to live around the lake. Robert worked 
at diten digging to drain swamp land to make it 
viable farm land. 

Shortly after this Robert returned to Butte, 
Montana to work in the mines. During this year 
Mrs. Karjala and Emil made their home with the 
John Paim family at Palm Bay. The mines 
‘closed and Robert returned to his family. Robert 
then purchased the SW 4-40-2-W5 which was the 
Pete Holappa homestead. He began to clear his 
land and also did custom work. The long winter 
of 1919 was one of hardship. Many cattle in the 
area were starving. Robert sold hides in Eckville 
in order to buy food for his animals, 

Robert is remembered for his jolly nature. 
About 1929 Robert was stricken with a kidney aii 
ment. The doctor gave him about six months to 
live, But, being a determined man, he took care 
of himself, allowed himself no salt in his diet and 
carried a special water supply from the John 
Koski farm; by so doing he lived another seven 
years. Robert died December 26, 1936. He is 
buried in the Kuusamo Cemetery 

















to R: Lous Stopsen, Gabriel Taikkanen, Pete Holappa. Re 
and William Palm, Taken circa 1911 at Me homestead, now the 
il Karjala farm, 





Ann Karjala married Homaki in 1940. They 
moved to the coast where they made their home, 
She died in 1965 and is buried at Cloverdale, B.C. 

Emil started school at Boyle. After his school 
years he worked for many farmers in the 
Bentley-Eckville district. He inherited a great 
sense of humor. He was known for his love of 
animals as well. Emil sold the family farm to 
‘Alan Russell in 1973. 

Emil died October 8, 1977, and is buried in 
Kuusamo Cemetery. 

KUJALA, SYLVIA LU: 
(BYTTYNEN) 

Born Mareh 24, 1915, at Palm Bay on North 
sylvan Lake, attended Boyle School and did the 
janitor work before and after school hours when 
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taking the latter grades. Making that old heater 
get going and give us some comfort was a real 
challenge. Many students of that time must 
remember our marching around singing and 
clapping our hands for a long time before we 
could settle down to our books and when recess 
and noon came around we would flock around 
and above the old jacket heater, everyone mak- 
ing a mad dash to get the warmest spots. Water 
was another big chore. It had to be carried by 
pail from Mr. Turner's place near by or if his 
pump failed, I had to get it from Andrew and 
Hulda Anderson's place which was then west of 
the school. It was certainly rugged going when 
the snow drifted and got deep, 

‘The summer after finishing Grade 9, I went to 
work for Petro’s Dairy at Sylvan Lake, They 
delivered milk to the campers and cottages just 
during the summer months. In the winters, I 
went to work in Calgary, Red Deer, or in the 
town of Sylvan Lake, and back to help at the 
dairy for the summer again, 

I'met Elmer the winter of 1935 at a dance at 
Eckville Hall. He was on a break from hauling 
rallroad ties at Rocky Mountain House, driving a 
truck for Fred Moos, 

Elmer (Jalmar) Sylvester Kujala was born 
May 1, 1906. He grew up in the Kuusamo District. 
He had six sisters and four brothers. Only Ivy 
Kasper of Vancouver, B.C. and Amy Sloughter of 
Santa Monica, California, are still living. Elmer 
attened Kuusamo School, taking his Grade nine. 
He enjoyed sports of all kinds and helped 
manage softball and hockey teams for the 
Elspeth Club. They were real winners, I have 
been told. 

He loved music and when some of the young 
men formed a local orchestra, called the 
Coconuts, he played trumpet, which he had 
learned to play. He played the violin and accor- 
dion as well. They played for many dances at 
Elspeth, Benalto and other places and at picnics, 
which were great community get togethers in 
those days. 

Elmer and I were married November 10, 1937, 
at the home of Rev. R.S. Stevens, then minister 
of the Presbyterian Church in Sylvan Lake. My 
sister, Viola, and her husband, Art Bellika were 
our witnesses. Our only guests were our parents. 
After the wedding ceremony, Elmer's father 
treated us all to coffee at the Sylvan Lake Cafe 
where we jokingly called the soda crackers our 
wedding cake. 

Our first home was a cabin rented from Arvie 
Niemela. It was a small two room place right by 
the lake, near my folks. That summer, Elmer 
built a motor boat in his spare time, between 
carpenter jobs, and I had lots of fun helping build 
it and trying it out. 

Elmer's mother wished to visit her relatives 
in Montana, and asked if we would stay at the 
Kujala home to help out while she was away. 

In the spring, Elmer's father gave us a Iitile 
Jog house and two acres by the lake which he had 
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bought back from Mr. John Eskie, who wanted to 
move to town. He said it was our wedding pre- 
sent, and it sure was a wonderful and much ap- 
preciated gift. Tt had only two small rooms, but 
was comfortable enough after we got it cleaned 
and fixed up. We moved into it that spring of 
1939, 

Our first son, Ronald Mathew was born 
December 15, 1939, in the old Eckville Hospital. 
He came home just in time to spend Christmas 
with us, 

Kenneth Elmer Kujala was born August 17, 
1942, in Eckville with Dr. Coppock being our doc: 
tor both times. 

Elmer worked on a lot of bulldings around 
Benalto and Eckville district. But work was very 
scarce so he decided to go to Edmonton where he 
and Art Bellika formed a construction company. 
My brother, Dick, joined them too, after retur- 
ning from overseas 

Within the year the boys and I joined Elmer, 
making our home with my sister Viola until we 
rented a tiny house nearby. 

Byron Anthony Kujala was born that winter 
on December 8, 1946, in the old Misericordia 
Hospital in Edmonton. 

By that summer the house we were building 
was far enough advanced to move in. We put up 
with sub-flooring and plyboard over some win- 
dows for a while, but gradually got it finished. Tt 
was in a new district and the two older boys had a 
few months extra holidays that summer, until 
the new Delton School that was being built, was 
finished, 

Elmer worked for the city of Edmonton as a 
tax assessor for a few years then back to 
carpenter work again. 

Carolyn Sylvia Kujala was born July 21, 1949, 
at the University Hospital, Edmonton, 

Loretta Margret Kujala was born August 28, 
1952, also at the University Hospital, Dr. 
Margret Hutton was our doctor both times. 

The summer of 1952, we decided to go farming 
so we sold our house and bought a farm by Clyde, 
Alberta, We had some very rough times those 
years trying to made do in an old drafty house, 
‘until we were able to bulld a new house which we 
did eight years later. 

David John Kujala was born October 27, 1955, 
in the Westlock Hospital. 

Elmer worked on many buildings in and 
around Westlock and Clyde district, helped on 
the Athabaska School and built annexes on the 
grain elevators in many parts of Alberta, He last 
worked on the Auxiliary Hospital at Westlock. 

On November 10, 1962, neighbors from around 
our area gathered at a neighbor's home and gave 
a surprise party for us on our 25th wedding an 
niversary. Everyone had a wonderful time. 
Music was supplied by a few neighbors, Elmer 
helping out, calling all the square dances he 
could remember and the Spanish Waltz, too. We 
recelved many lovely gifts from nelghbors and 
family. 

















Elmer died on November 27, 1962, of a heart 
attack. We laid him to rest in Dunngan 
Cemetery, situtated between Clyde and 
Westlock. 

We farmed for a few years more, the two 
older boys coming home to put in and take crops 
off. I rented the farm out for a while, then sold it 
to buy a house in West Jasper where we live to- 
day. T have worked at the New Misercordia 
Hospital for a few years and I have been an Avon 
representative for 10 years now. 

Ronald attended U of A, getting his Bachelor 
of Science and graduated with his Masters of 
Social Work from the U of B.C. He is now work: 
ing for the B.C. government, working out of Van- 
couver. 

Ken Is a sheet metal worker. For a few years 
he owned Sea Coast Sheet Metal Company with a 
friend at Sea Sechelt, B.C. He has worked in 
many places in Alberta and British Columbia 
and has just moved to Calgary, where he lives 
with his wife, Pauline (French), and their three 
little daughters. Charlene was born September 
20, 1969, Rachelle was born June 22, 1973, and 
Pamella was born September 2, 1977. He also has 
a son, Lance Kujala, born March 1i, 1965, by a 
former marriage. 

Byron with his wife Leona (Madison) live on 
an acreage near Millet. They have two sons, Vin- 
cent Anthony, born July 12, 1966 and Dean Russel 
Leo, born December 3, 1967 and one daughter, 
Cheryl Anne Vivian, born on February 11, 1969, 
Byron graduated from NAIT as a master electri- 
clan and has his own company, Lane Electric, 
doing work in Wetaskiwin, Ledue and Edmonton 
area. 

Carolyn attended U of A, graduating with a 
Bachelor of Science, then attended Veterinary 
College at Saskatoon, graduating with her Dr. of 
Veterinary Medicine in 1974. She married Don 
‘Thompkins cf Regina on August 3, 1972, who is an 
engineer. They have lived in Toronto and 
Calgary where Carolyn worked as a 
veterinarian. They have now moved to Regina, 
with their son Joe Brian who was born on April 
14, 1977. 

Loretta married Dale Cannard, August 18, 
1972. Both attended NAIT, Loretta graduating in 
Drafting and now working for Imperial Oll, and 
Dale graduating in Chemical Technology’ and 
now working with the Alberta Research Counell. 
‘They have just moved into their new home on 
Christmas Day which they built on an acreage 
near Vimy, Alberta, 

David has attended U of A and worked with 
sheet metal shops on his holidays. This summer 
he has tried his hand at carpentry work, He en- 
joys the outdoors, spending as much time as he 
can camping, back-packing, and canoeing. He 
enjoys both cross-country and down-hill skiing, 

David has been instrumental in getting us all 
interested in skiing, hiking, and camping. So, 
most of our get togethers end up with us getting 








out and enjoying an outing both summer and 
winter, everyone from grandma to the wee ones. 

We all feel very blessed to live in a country as 
free and beautiful as Canada. May we all work to 
keep as much of it as naturally beautiful as possi- 
ble for our future generations. 


WALDEMAR MOTTUS AND FAMILY — by 
Esther M. Mottus 

Waldemar (Wally) Motus was born in Varu, 
Estonia, December 8, 1908, the youngest of the 
eight sons of Mr. and Mrs.’ Johan Mottus. 

After an eventful journey to Canada (as 
described in the story of Lena and Johan Motus 
elsewhere in this book) Wally arrived in the 
Gilby district north of Eckville on May 24, 1916, 
at the age of elght years. Johan Mottus died in 
1918 and it became necessary for his sons to earn 
their own living as soon as possible. At the age of 
fourteen Wally got his first Job, harrowing land 
with horses for Fritz Kinna. He walked behind 
the harrows in bare feet, not for lack of shoes, 
but because he preferred It that way. In those 
days most children went barefoot all summer. 

From that time on, Wally was on his own. At 
age fifteen he went to Southern Alberta where he 
worked for farmers from . spring to freeze-up, 
He came home to Wood Lake for the winters. For 
several years his life followed the same pattern 
— southern Alberta in summer and Wood Lake in 
winter. While working for Harry Snell in Barons 
he operated the first corn binder to be used In 
Alberta. 

By being thrifty, Wally managed to save 
$300. With this wealth in his pocket he went to Ed 
monton in 1927 and enrolied In Hemphill Trade 
School where he took a course in Automotives 
and Tractor Mechanics. In 1931 he got a job 
working for John Kemila Sr.) in his garage, do. 
Ing repair work at seventy-five cents an hour. 

Wally had a great love for the outdoors, and 
enjoyed hunting and fishing. During the winter 
months of 1934 and 1935 he and two other yong 
men established a trap line about thirty-five 
miles south-west of Rocky Mountain House. Fur 
bearing animals were fairly plentiful and the 
catch was quite good of squirrels, weasels and 
lynx. When summer came he went ot southern 
Alberta, as usual. 

In 1936 he rented space in John Kemila’s gar. 
age, and started his own business, doing welding, 
machinery and general repair work. He 
“batched"’ in a small one-room shack near the 
garage. At one time a friend, Jack, was visiting 
him. Wally went to work in the morning leaving 
Jack still asleep. When Jack awoke he prepared 
to light a fire in the wood burning stove, using 
kerosene. There was one big “bang”. The 
kerosene can exploded and the whole shack was 
enveloped in flames. Jack got a few burns which 
were, fortunately, not very serious and Wally 
lost all his clothes and possessions. The shack 
was completely destroyed. After that episode he 




















moved into the Kemila home where he got his 
room and board. 

In 1937 Wally married Esther Nelsson, a 
teacher from south of Eckville, This is where I, 
Esther, come into the story 

‘My ‘parents were farming in the Diamond 
Valley district. They desperately needed help on 
the farm, so Wally gave up his shop in Eckville 
and moved to the farm. My parents bought a 
house in Sylvan Lake where they retired, Wally 
did not give up his shop work. He set up a shop in 
a machine shed on the farm where he did his own 
repair work, as well as some work for neighbors. 
He spared no effort in making machinery run 
smoothly and efficiently. 

Farming continued to be his main occupa- 
ton. In 1942 Wally bought the first combine in the 
aistriet — a small John Deere. For three years 
he straight combined successfully, to the intense 
surprise of those neighbors who didn't believe it 
could be done. 

‘My mother died in 1938, and my father came 
back to the farm to live with us, In 1938 our first 
child, Lucille Dorothy, was born. Two years later 
along came a son, Leonard Waldemar. 

‘There were no gravelled roads in the rural 
area at that time, and no snéwplows in winter. 
When Lucille reached school age a problem 
loomed large. How was she to go to school? The 
nearest school was four miles away. There were 
no school busses. We didn’t relish the prospect of, 
driving her to school every day over roads which 
were often impassable, and it was too far for a 
small child to walk, so we decided to move. In 
1944 we bought a house and a shop in Rocky 
Mountain House. Later in 1944 we had a farm 
auction. Father moved with us to “Rocky” in 
time for Lucille to enter school there. Wally 
made extensive renovations to the shop he had 
bought. There was no water or sewage services 
in Rocky Mountain House in 1944, but we 
modernized and renovated the house anyway, 
putting in our own water pressure system and 
septic tank, 

Father died in 1945. We didn't like to leave 
the house he had built in the Diamond Valley 
empty. Empty houses are ruined by neglect, so 
we had the house moved to Eckville in 1952. It 
was a large house and it was difficult to move, 
but the task was successfully accomplished. We 
had the house modernized and re-decorated. 
That house still stands in Eckville, and it is 
presently rented by James Keegstra. it stands as 
4 memorial to the pioneer who built it, my 
father, Nels John Nelsson. 

Wally established a thriving business in 
Rocky Mountain House. He had all the work he 
could handle, and more. He was an agent for 
Homelite chain saws, which fitted nicely into his 
machinery and welding business. But life wasn’t 
all work and no play. Wally loved to curl, and 
curled regularly in the local curling club. He 
went to bonspiels in most central Alberta towns, 
and also took part in the summer bonspiel in 





449 


Nelson, B.C. one summer. We took up bridge, 
and spent many pleasant evenings playing 
bridge with friends. We all enjoyed camping 
and loved our numerous trips Into the beautiful 
west country. In 1948 our third child, Linda 
Caaire, was born, 

Our life in Rocky Mountain House was full 
and happy. Wally was active in the 1% Club. He 
was elected to town council twice, and was on 
council when the new arena was built. He was 
alsO a member of the Masonfe Lodge. 1 was a 
member of the L.O.B.A. Lodge, the 1.0.D.E., and 
I taught Sunday School in the Presbyterian 
Church. 1 was also a substitute teacher at the 
Rocky Mountain House School 

Lucille finished high school in Rocky, then 
took a business course in Edmonton after which 
she worked in Port Radium, N.W.T., Ottawa, 
and Calgary as a stenographer. Leonard also 
finished high school in Rocky then attended Mon 
tana State University where he took his B.S. 
degree. He took his M. Sc. degree at U. of A. in 
Zoology, and finally his Ph.D. degree at U. of A. 
in 1979. He is now vice-president of a consulting 
firm tn Vancouver. Linda took grades one 
through nine in Rocky. 

In 1962 we bought some land on the N.W. 
shore of Sylvan Lake, and bullt a modern home 
there in preparation for retirement. In 1963 Wal 
ly sold his shop In Rocky, and we moved to 
Sylvan Lake. Linda entered high school in 
Bentley. After graduating from high school Lin- 
da took her nurses training in Foothilis Hospital 
in Calgary, getting her R.N. degree in 1969. She 
has since’ worked in Holy Cross Hospital, 
Calgary, and Stanford University Hospital, 
California. 

Our children are all married. Lucille and 
Alex Sabados have three children, and Linda and 
Fred Taylor have one child, while Leonard and 
Sharon Mottus have three children. Wally and I 
are enjoying our retirement very much. We like 
the peace and quiet of country life and enjoy the 
visits of friends and relatives, We can finally 
say, in all sincerity, “Life is Beautiful!” 











NETSEL, JOHN — by Viola S. Cosby 

John Netsel homesteaded the quarter next to 
my father’s place NW 33-39-2-Ws on the lake in 
the early 1900's. He emigrated from Norway 
when he was a young sailor. He loved the great 
outdoors, and especially the water. He built row 
boats and also made a cabin boat. He used to 
take people, including my mom and dad, for 
lovely moonlight trips on Sylvan Lake in his 
cabin boat. He ran his own sawmill for several 
years, using a steam engine for power. 

‘On Christmas Day, 1918, he married Aurora, 
my father's sister. Uncle John spent a lot of his 
time in the north in the winters, He had a cabin 
there, and tended to his trapiine while Aunt 
Aurora stayed on the homestead. She spent a lot 
of her time visiting neighbors. Her fingers were 
always busy knitting socks and mittens. Her 






































John and Aurora Nesl on their homestend, 1940's, 


pastime was reading cards and telling fortunes 
from tea cups. She had a deep interest in the 
lives of people, and always was the organizer for 
family get-togethers and parties, 

In her lifetime she had many careers, even 
having worked as a detective for the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in New York City In the 
U.S.A. She was a professional cook, and had 
worked in a number of famous ‘hotels In 
Minneapolis. She immigrated to Saskatchewan 
and then to Alberta. 

I remember when she was the cook at the 
Eckville Hotel in 1931-1932. That was when I was 
attending the Eckville High School. My room: 
mate and I dropped in to see her often and usual 
ly got a piece of cake or pie. Being teenagers, we 
surely appreciated her good cooking. 

When we were children she entertained us 
often with tales of her adventures. We enjoyed 
especially the stories of her fishing with her 
father in the fjords along the coast of Norway. 
She spoke several languages. 

There was grief, too, in their lives. Their 
home by the lake burned fo the ground in the late 
1920's. In 1955 Uncle John died in his 90th year. 
Aunt Aurora continued to live in the little home 
by the road, but it, too, burned to the ground in 
1962, leaving her heartbroken, as she lost 
everything, including her pet dogs and cats. The 
Psikla family took her in and cared for until the 
summer of 1963, when she moved to her sister 
Sarah's home where she died on November 23, 
1963, In her 88th year. 





ARVI NIEMELA FAMILY 
Arvi Niemela came from Haapajarvi, 
Finland in 1928 to Vancouver, B.C. where he 
worked at various logging camps until he moved 
to the Eckville district where he practised his 
trade as a carpenter and is well known for the 
numerous houses and barns he built, 

He married Hilja Talson in 1938 and they have 
two daughters, Mabel and Eleanor. Mabel 
(Eastwood) is a lawyer in Vancouver and has 
three daughters, Claire, Judy and Susan. 
Eleanor (Mrs. Leo Popow) lives in Lacombe and 
has three children, Kelly, Greg and Lisa. 

‘The Niemalas are retired and have lived in 
Bentley for a number of years. 


PALM, JOHN — HISTORY OF A HOME- 
STEADER 

Juho (John) Fredrik Palm was born on July 
15, 1861 in Pyhajarvi, Finland. Exactly why or 
when he came to North America is unknown, 
Perhaps, like many other Scandinavian im 
migrants, he had heard of a “better life” and 
the opportunity to own land here. He worked at 
several jobs in North America. Probably around 
1902 or 1903, John Palm met Eva Johanna Ostlin, 
also a Finnish emigrant. She had been born ai 
Unusikaupunki, Finland, on September 14, 1870, 
After coming to North America, she lived for a 
while in Montreal, working in a private home. 
‘The couple were married in Calumet, Michigan 
in 1903, and moved shortly afterward to Butte, 
Montana, where Mr. Palm worked in a mine. 

It was also in Butte that John Palm saw a 
map of land available for homesteading in Alber. 
ta (then part of the Northwest Territories), and 
he chose a quarter section on the north bank of 
Sylvan Lake, then known as Snake Lake. He filed 
his claim by’telegraph, paid the required $10 fee 
and went back to work in the mine to build up his 
savings. 

Members of the Palm family first arrived in 
Alberta In January, 1905, when Mrs, Palm made 
the journey by rail’ to Red Deer. With her were 
Yeyear old Frank, Mr. Palm's son by previous 
marriage in Finland, her six-year old daughter 
Allie, and the couple’s year-old son Willie. Mr, 
Palm meanwhile remained in Butte, Mrs. Palm 
and the children stayed in Red Deer for several 
days until Mr. Koski of Eckville happened to 
make the trip and gave them a lift to the district 
During the next few months, the new arrivals 
stayed with the Herman Johnson family, who 
lived about five miles from the Palm homestead, 

Over the winter Frank crossed the frozen lake 
to the property, and with the help of neighbors, 
bullt a log shack, In September 1905 his father 
arrived and the family moved into thelr new 
home. 

Although John had selected his land sight un- 
seen, he must at least have been pleased with the 
natural beauty of the surroundings, His home 
and farm buildings were situated on a hill 
overlooking a bay of Sylvan Lake. Throughout 











































the area were stands of spruce, poplar and birch 
all in all, a setting which must have reminded 
him of Finland. 

‘To obtain titie to a homestead, a settler had to 
acquire 15 head of cattle and clear a specified 
amount of land — conditions that were not 
always easy for new homesteaders to meet. But 
the settlers were accustomed to using their wits 
in difficult situations, and meeting the 
government's conditions was no exception. For 
example, it was said that cattle belonging to a 
‘Mr. Upland were borrowed time and time again 
by various neighbors wishing to show govern- 
ment inspector the required number of cattle. As 
well, it wasn’t unusual for homesteaders to show 
an inspector a cleared piece of land, lead the of- 
ficial through thick timber to another clearing, 
and then perhaps on to a third. After several 
such expeditions, the inspector could say that he 
had seen in total the correct amount of clearing, 
when in fact he might have seen one patch of 
clearing from several different directions, But 
the government inspectors overlooked such 
goings-on! 

In the early part of this century, self-reliance 
was a necessity and the homesteaders became 
skilled at all kinds of work, although not always 
with good results. Such was the case when Mr. 
Palm invented a harrow, made out of spruce. He 
left the boughs on the tree, each branch about a 
foot long. He sawed the trunks in half, with the 
flat side up. Using willow, he lashed’ on cross 
pleces and finally, added shafts for the imple- 
ment to be pulled by horse. Came the day to hitch 


‘Threshing. Left to sight: Oscar Karjle, 4 Levkuma, We 
aim, Mary (in wagon), John and Mas. Palin. 1918. 


up the horse: Mr. Palm had a standard harness, 
which included side blinds. But he was a kind 
man — perhaps a bit too kind on this occasion — 
and it occurred to him that the horse, too, should 
have the right to see. So he cut off the side blinds. 
‘The horse took one startled look at the contrap: 
tion behind him, and took off. John lost hold of 
the reins, the horse got away and both animal 
and harrow went over the lake bank, the horse 
landing on its back. Mr, Palm lost no time in cut- 
ting the tugs and freeing the horse. But the 
harrow stayed in its watery resting place for 
ears — and it's a good bet that family and 
friends didn’t mention the harrow episode too 
often in John’s presence. 

‘The Palm’s food supply was heavily depen- 
dent upon the family cow, and a small garden 
spot. But the surroundings also offered many 
sources of food, With home-made nets and 
sinkers made out of birch bark and stones fish 
were netted and hooked, supplying the family, 
winter and summer, with fish. Rabbits were 
snared in winter, and in the fall ducks, geese and 
partridges supplemented the family’s meals. 
Raspberries, saskatoons and blueberries were 
canned for winter use. Some homesteaders ate 
deer and bear meat. It was sald that Mrs. Palm 
always kept a kettle of soup simmering on the 
stove and that all visitors were fed, even though 
she may have had to add a little water to the pot, 
Staples such as flour were carried by Frank 
Palm from Evarts store, a stop on the old 
freight trail between Red Deer and Rocky Moun- 
tain House, 13 miles from the Palm homestead. 











Cool, clear drinking water was provided by 
natural flowing springs in summer, and from 
holes dug in the Ice during winter. Lake water, 
however, had to be strained to remove small 
bugs. In 1917 or 1918 John dug his own well. In the 
district wells ranged between 15 and 50 feet in 
depth. 

In 1910 the Palm family returned to Butte, 
Montana, to the mines; but they were back on 
the homestead the following year. 

Clearing of land was the biggest job facing the 
settlers. In those days you were making 
headway if you cleared an acre of land each year 
as well as keeping up the farm work. Grass in 
both the slough and treed areas was cut with a 
scythe and stacked for winter animal feed. One 
method of clearing timber was burning it 
repeatedly for two or three summers. Some of 
the timber on the Palm place was so thick that it 
was almost impossible to burn, In 1911 Mr. Palm 
began logging and hired a man to saw the poplar 
timber with a steam engine. The sawing was 
done on shares with the sawyer getting half of 
the lumber and Mr. Palm used some of the rough 
lumber for his own needs and sold the rest for fif 
teen dollars per thousand. 

An important agricultural milestone in the 
community occurred when Henry Talson bought 
a hand-fed type of threshing machine. Called a 
Stanley Jones thresher, it hada stationary motor 
and a straw carrier onto which the men forked 
piled straw. In 1918 John and three neighbors, 
Oscar Karjala, Henry Johnson and a Mr. 
Leukuma, formed a company and bought their 
own threshing machine for two thousand dollars, 
‘They paid for it by doing custom work for other 
neighbors. 

John had a second sideline, a leather tannery, 
run in co-operation with Pete Holappa. The 
operation consisted of a log building housing two 
wooden tanks about seven feet in diameter and 
five feet deep. Cow or horse hides were first 
soaked in the lake to soften them, Willow bark 
cut and gathered in summer was cut into two- 
inch lengths and added to one of the tanks. ‘The 
animal hair was removed in the lime barrel. 
After thorough cleaning, the hides were placed in 
the tannery for six weeks. They were stirred, 
hammered, and worked until they were pliable 
and ready to use. Mr. Palm made footwear for 
his family and neighbours, as well as horse 
harness and similar Items. 

Danger and health problems were a way of 
life for the early homesteaders. The food supply 
was at times uncertain and a shortage of good 
food contributed to illness and death, Infant mor. 
tality was high. Three of the Palm children died 
in infancy due to prolonged sickness, no doctor, 
or medicine. Mary (Nielsen) was born in 1914. 
There was little money for anything beyond iife's 
necessities, and of course, hard work and new 
problems always faced the settlers. 

Black bears were often bothersome, A nearby 
homesteading minister had been troubled by a 











bear robbing his supplies. One evening the 
minister saw movement at the window, so 
grabbed his gun and shot the offender. ‘The 
following evening he again saw movement at the 
window. Thinking that the bear had had a friend, 
the minister again took his gun and shot — only 
to discover he had killed his one and only cow, 

The settlers around the north end of Sylvan 
Lake gradually developed a community spirit. In 
1916 they met and decided to request a post of: 
fice. Mr. Palm was delegated to send in the 
application, which was granted. It then became 
his duty to make a weekly trip to Eckville to pick 
up the mail. For this service Mr. Palm was paid 
fifteen dollars per month, a welcome addition to 
the family income. The post office continued un 
til May 2, 1922, when Mr. Carritt began deliver- 
ing mail’ on a route from Bentley. Probably 
because of the mail service, the area became 
known as Palm Bay and that name was used on 
birth certificates and other official documents 
for years. 
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Palm Bey, Post Office. Standing: Allan McKee and. William 
Palm. L to R: George Ignatius, Mary Palm, Alle Palm and Mrs. 
John Paim. -itea 1918 





1. to Ri Mis. John Palm, Mary, Mr. Joba Palm and 
William Palm. 








Saturday night was, of course, sauna night. 
‘aunas in the settlement were the old type, con: 
sisting of an open fire in the center of a steam 
room with a pipe to let the smoke out. Every 
Saturday evening perhaps six or eight visitors 
would arrive at the Palm home, for their mail 
and a bath. First the women and girls would visit 
the sauna; then the men and boys. A refreshing 
dip in the lake usually accompanied the bath. 

ie rest of the evening was spent in conversa 
tion, ending with coffee and lunch. Sunday was a 
day’ of rest, with people completing only 
necessary work. Papers were read, and 
neighbors visited. 

Boating, swimming, and the annual Finnish 
mid-summer holiday in June were the main 
summer activities. Around 1920 the Elspeth and 
Young People’s Halls were built, and these 
quickly became centres for dances, box socials, 
and Christmas concerts, adding greatly to the 
‘community life. 

John Palm continued to farm until about 1937, 
when he retired to Sylvan Lake. He died on 
September 2, 1939 and Mrs. Palm died April 22, 
1945. Both are buried in the Sylvan Lake 
Cemetery. 

It is interesting to try to imagine what Mr. 
and Mrs. Palm would think of what has become 
of their property today. Nothing remains of their 
buildings. Most of the quarter has been cleared, 
and the land belongs to a developer who will soon 
likely chop the property into what the real estate 
trade might call “prime lakeside lots”, which 
will sell at prices far beyond John Palm’s wildest 
dreams. We can do nothing but accept the situa- 
tion, and perhaps occasionally reflect upon the 
homesteaders who first settled on the land, 











RUSSELL, DOUGLAS H. 
Douglas H. Russell was born in Edinburgh, 
Scotland and came to Canada in 1907. He and his 
brother, Len, worked for farmers in southern 
Alberta’ prior to buying adjoining land three 
miles west of Trochu, Alberta. Douglas married 
Edith M. Smith in 1938. Douglas and Edith have 
resided in Victoria for the past several years, but 
have come back to Alberta every summer to 
spend time at their cottage at Pigeon Lake. 

‘While Douglas and Edith lived at Trochu two 
sons were born: Ian and Alan. Dry years during 
the 1930's made it necessary for Edith to return 
to the teaching profession, and she secured a 
teaching position at the Diamond Valley school. 
In 1939 Douglas purchased the E 4-40.-W5, one 
mile west of Boyle School, where Edith’ was 
teaching at that time, 

In 1940 the family moved from Trochu to the 
new farm. They had been raising Clydesdale 
horses and Shorthorn cattle, and these were 
moved to the new farm, Their first dwelling was 
a granary borrowed from Victor Johanson, then 
a temporary house was built during the summer 
of 1940, in addition to a 16 by 16 foot straw-roofed 
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barn and a storage shed, the shed still being 
used. 

Less than 30 acres were cultivated when the 
farm was purchased, but through the years from 
1940 to 1948 the more easily cleared portions of 
the land was cleared by the family, but after this 
custom clearing was done. Douglas sold his 
Clydesdale horses in 1944 and bought his first 
tractor, a 1928 Wallis. The next tractor acquired 
was a 1948 John Deere “D’” purchased in 1950. 
‘This tractor is still used on the farm during hay- 
ing season. 

‘In 1952 Douglas discontinued active farming, 
but Edith continued teaching at Boyle, Saima, 
Evarts, Condor, and various other schools until 
her retirement in 1969, 

Ian Russell began his electrical appren- 
ticeship in 1950 and has been working at that 
trade since then, his work mainly being in Ed- 
monton. In 1963 he married Doris Upton, from 
Rumsey, and they have a son, Kevin, In spite of 
hearing ‘problems that eventually led to total 
deafness, Ian has continued to work at his trade 
successfully. 

In 1955 Alan married June Johnson from 
Clandonald, and they have two sons, Brian and 
Gary. For about 10 years Alan was employed by 
oil companies. In 1963 Alan and June bought the 
home farm and have resided there since 1964, 
‘Their holdings were increased by the purchase of 
the Albert Westphal quarter in 1971 and the Emil 
Karjala quarter in 1972. These two quarters ad 
join the home farm, 








THE ERIC SOLBERG STORY 

Eric and Mattea Solberg were married in 
Romedal, Norway, on June 6, 1879. After a few 
years they decided to make a move to America, 
So Eric left to find a place for his family. A year 
later, Mrs. Solberg set out with four young 
children, Marie, Ole, John and Anna, to join her 
husband. Boat travel in those days was not as 
luxurious or comfortable as we know It today. 
She liked to tell the story of how they had 
purchased a good, strong length of material, 
from which she had fashioned a cover filled with 
straw to use as a mattress for the journey across 
the ocean. The intention was to have the material 
for use in their new home. The day came when 
they would be leaving the ship and she decided 
that now was the time to empty out the straw, so 
she dragged the mattress over to the rail and 
was attempting to shake out the straw. The cap- 
tain of the ship saw her struggling with It, and, 
thinking that it was her intention to dispose of it, 
he came to her assistance. To her great dismay, 
with a mighty push, he shoved the entire mat. 
tress overboard. Her precious plece of material 
was gone! 

‘They journeyed to Sisseton, South Dakota, 
U.S.A., where they put up a sod house. The first 
winter was a hard one, with blizzards sweeping 
over the wide-open prairie, snow so deep as t0 
cover the windows and block the doorway. They 








lived many miles from a town where supplies 
could be purchased, so it meant a journey of 
several days with a team and wagon to go to 
town and back for the necessary groceries and 
sundry other items needed for the home. 
Needless to say, these trips weren't frequent. 

‘The Solberg home was situated next to an In 
dian reservation, so it was not uncommon to 
have frequent visits from the Indians. The In- 
dians at this time were still somewhat savage, 
but the Solbergs, while a bit apprehensive, never 
really feared for thelr lives. Mrs, Solberg was 
called on ocassionally to act as mid-wife by the 
Indians. She was well liked by them and they 
eventually referred to her as their “White 
Mother”. 

In 1907 Mr. and Mrs. Solberg once ag 
decided to make a move, so they came north to 
Canada to settle in the district west of Bentley. 
Here they settled and farmed on NE 9-40.2-W5, 
The land was covered with heavy bush and had 
to be cleared by hand, but Mr. Solberg was a 
strong man and it wasn't long before he had a 
few acres opened in which to plant a crop. Their 
‘two eldest sons, Ole and John, had come to the 
area a few years earlier. 














Grandima and Grandpa Solberg, Mom (Eklund's) mother and 
dad. Taken at Bentley, Alberta 


‘Their experiences in this new country, 
however, were not to be without its share of anx. 
iety and tragedy. The first night in this district 
was spent at the home of their son Ole, ap- 
proximately one-half mile north of where the 
Boyle school was to stand in future years. On the 
foliowing morning thelr youngest son, eight- 
year-old Gilbert, had gone outdoors with the in- 








tention of inspecting and exploring the sur- 
roundings. Having come from the bald prairie of 
South Dakota, he was, no doubt, intrigued by the 
abundance of tall trees. He spied a squirrel and 
started to follow its antics in the tree tops. Of 
course he soon became lost and couldn't find his 
way back to the house. There were no roads or 
fence lines to follow. He walked all day and 
towards evening he came upon a house. Even at 
this young age he wouldn’t admit that he was lost 
or hungry. However, he went to the door, 
knocked, and asked the bachelor there for a 
drink of water. The bachelor, a Mr, Schrader 
realized that the child was lost so he took him in, 
fed him, and kept him there for the night, or until 
such time as someone came searching for him. A 
search party had been organized by this time, 
with the pre-arranged signals of rifle shots to 
signify when he was found—one shot if dead, or 
two shots if alive. Mr. Schrader’s home was 
about one mile south of where in later years 
Saima School was to be situated. So Gilbert had 
wandered a considerable distance through the 
Woods from the house in the Boyle district. It is 
with certainty that there was a joyous reunion. A 
few years later tragedy struck when their 16. 
year-old son, Edwin, died as the result of a hun- 
ting accident. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Solberg were active in the com. 
munity and were among the early members of 
the congregation of the Vig Lutheran Church, 
Mrs. Solberg was one of the founding members 
of the Church Ladies Aid. Thetr door was always 
open to whomever should pass their way and 
they made everyone welcome. It was the site of 
many community pienies and dances, too. Mrs. 
Solberg, having been a dairy-maid during her 
youth In the old country, was especially adept at 
making many varieties of cheeses. Perhaps I 
should explain here that being a dairy-maid 
meant that the young girls would take the dairy 
cows up on the mountainsides to summer 
pasture. Here thelr duties were not only to herd 
the cows, but to care for the milk and cream by 
making butter and cheese. 

Mrs. Solberg would spend long hours carding 
and spinning great amounts of homespun yarn 
which she would knit Into warm socks, miitens 
and other garments for her family. One member 
of her family recalled how often he would waken 
in the morning to the familiar whlr-r-r- of the 
spinning wheel, roll over for a few more minutes 
of peaceful sleep, secure in the feeling of well: 
being. To Mrs. Solberg, the time spent at her 
spinning wheel was truly relaxation. Mr, 
Solberg, too, had his hobby, which was the 
gathering of soft willow shoots. These he would 
soak in water for a time to make them supple and 
these he would fashion into baskets of various 
sizes. Some of these baskets were even used as a 
bed for a young baby. Loving children as he did, 
there were many of his grandchildren and great” 
grandchildren who were the recipients of his 
hand-woven willow rattle, Mrs. Solberg was 























always willing to lend a helping hand whenever 
needed and many a time she was called on to act 
as mid-wife. She helped to bring many a baby 
into the world, as the nearest doctor at that time 
was in Lacombe. 

Mr. and Mrs. Solberg farmed until the mid- 
twenties when they sold their farm equipment 
and retired. For a short time they lived in a 
house owned by their son-in-law, E. G, Erickson, 
This house was on the old “Kidd” place. From 
there they moved into a house owned by their son 
Ole while a new house was being constructed for 
them on the north shore of Sylvan Lake. (This is 
now part of The Breakers subdivision.) This was 
a log house built by the late Victor Johanson. 
Eventually they moved into this house where 
they were to spend their remaining years. As in 
the years on the farm, this home, too, proved to 
be a gathering place for many a family picnic 
and get-togethers for the community. Eric loved 
to go out In his rowboat and catch a fish or two 
for dinner. Matthea continued with her spinning 
and knitting throughout the years. Summer days 
would find her out searching for the wild 
raspberries that grew so abundantly in the bush 
along the lakeshore. She had always had a cow or 
more to care for and these she refused to part 
with until a very few years before her death, 
Eric was very proud of his garden, especially the 
fact that he was able to grow a plum tree from 
seed that eventually bore fruit. At that time 
there were very few fruit-producing trees in the 
area, if any. 

They celebrated thelr Diamond Wedding An. 
niversary in June, 1939. At that time there were 
54 grandchildren’ and 46 great-grandchildren. 
Erie passed away in November, 1941 and 
Matthea followed in February, 1945. They are 
buried in the cemetery of the Vig Lutheran 
‘ch, now known as Grace Lutheran Church. 
There were eight children, Marie became 
Mrs. J. P. (Pete) Christiansen. Marie and Pete 
had 14 children before Marie passed away in 








Solberg Family. Standing: Seve, Minnie and Gilbert. Seated: 
le and John, 
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Five Generations. Mrs. Emma Christianson, Mrs. Henry Dyck and 
baby Dennis Mrs Erie Soberg, Ms. P. Christianson. 


June, 1967. Ole married Ailie Palm and they had 
two sons. Ole died in January, 1976. John, who 
married Sophia Vig, had 16 children. For many 
years John was the mail carrier between Bentley 
and Rimbey. He lived in his own home in Bentley 
until November, 1977, when, at the age of 92 
years, he became a resident of the Eckville 
‘Manor in Eckville. Besides being well known for 
the Norwegian rocking chairs which he makes, 
his ability to handle the fiddle and the bow has 
won him many trophies in old-time fiddling con. 
tests in Red Deer, Stettler and Rimbey. Mr. 
Solberg and his fiddle have kept company for the 
past 73 years—since he bought it second-hand to 
Play his first square dance in 1904. He recently 
picked up his golden violin to play for his son 
Edwin's golden wedding anniversary party in 
Leedale 

Anna married Aldor Eklund. To them eight 
children were born. Anna died in Sidney, B.C. in 
February, 1971. 

Sever married Bertha Benson and to them 
were born nine children, He passed away in 
February, 1977. 

Edwin died at the age of 16 years as a result of 
a hunting accident. 

‘Minnie married E. G. (Fred) Erickson. They 
had four children. Fred passed away in 1937. In 
1948 Minnie married J. E. (Jack) Sunnell. She 
now lives in her home in Sylvan Lake. 

Gilbert married Olga Johanson. There were 
three sons born to them. Gilbert passed away in 
July, 1977. 











SOLBERG, OLE AND AILIE 

Ole and’ Ailie Solberg were married October 
19, 1919 by Pastor Hjortos at Sylvan Lake, Alber- 
ta. Ailie was the former Ailie Palm. Ole came 
from North Dakota in 1906 to file his homestead 
in the Boyle district. Ailie grew up in the same 
district at her home at Palm Bay. 

Ole had a good sense of humor and enjoyed 
the many little pranks he played. He cared deep- 

















Alle and Ote Solberg and their sos Metvin and Fre, 


ly for his horses. In the early days, Ole’s hobby 
was auction sales. Ole eventually bought the 
John Palm farm, Ailie’s home. 

Allie was known for her gardening and plants. 
‘She enjoyed carding and spinning wool which she 
used to knit many pairs of socks and mitts as 
well as heavy sweaters, 

Many teachers of the Boyle School boarded at 
the Solberg home. 

Ole and Ailie had two sons, Melvin and Fred. 
Melvin married Hilda Melling of Abbotsford, 
B.C. They have five children; Beverly, James, 
Barry, Raymond and Sharon. They reside in Ab: 
botsford, B.C. Fred lives in Montreal, Quebec. 

Ailie and Ole celebrated their 50th wedding 
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anniversary in 1969, shortly after retiring to their 
home in Benalto, Ole passed away on January 12, 
1976 at the age of 92. He is buried In the Vig 
Cemetery, west of Bentley. Since then, Aille has 
resided in Red Deer. 





VIG, CARL 

‘Came from North Dakota in 1900 — lived with 
his parents and other members of the family — 
filed on a homestead — SE 9.40-2-W5 in the Boyle 
district before he was 20. In 1916 he married 
Alice Petry who came from Colorado when she 
was 11 years old to live with her father Henry 
Petry on his homestead in the Sunset Hills 
they moved to their own place in 1916 — lived 
there till 1927 with four members of their family 
— moved to SW 15-40-2-W5 where five younger 
children were raised 

Elsie married Harold Brattberg — has four 
children, 

Chester married Rubyrose Benson — has five 
children, 

Howard married Joyce Atherton — was 
married in England during the war — they had 
five children — Howard and one daughter died in 
an accident in 1958. Chester and Howard served 
in the Second World War returning home in 1944. 

Doris married Ole Skjonsberg — has five 
children, 

Carl married Bernice Johnson — has nine 
children, 

Bernice has six children, 

Delbert — deceased July 3, 1976. 

Doreen has four children. 

Donna has four children, 








Carlos 


AMBURY GEORGE — by Florence Bobier 

George Ambury, his wife and family, Alma, 
Daisy, George Jr., Charlie, Justin, Lucy, and 
Allen came to live in the south west part of the 
Carlos district. George filed on the SW 10-41.5 in 
January 1914 and was soon active in the 
organization of a school district. In fact, he was 
chairman of the first meeting called.’ All the 
children attended the Washington Heights 
school, and Alma went into the teaching profes: 

‘The family were all avid readers, and Mrs. 
Ambury was an excellent seamstress and did a 
lot of knitting. It is recalled that she would often 
knit mitts and socks and read aloud to the family 
at the same time. Their log house has stood for 
many years. Whiie at the homestead the family 
always hauled thelr water from the spring about 
a mile or so south. 





BERGMAN, A. 

T, Gloria Katherine (Block) Bergman was 
born on my father's (Rasmus Christian Block) 
farm SW 34-41-5.5, with Mrs. Bert Moore and 
Mrs. William Lees in attendance. 

Tattended Aurora school for nine years, w 
Mrs. Gladys Beckett as my teacher. I took cor- 
respondence for one year and attended 
Leslieville high school for one year. On July 20, 
1963, I married Arthur Bergman of Blackfalds, 
Alta. and we moved into our own home in 
Blackfalds. 

‘My husband Arthur, was born in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba on November 13, 1932. His family 
moved to Vernon, B.C. when he was three years 
old, He lived there until he was 16 years old, then 
the family moved to Edmonton where Art 
learned the plumbing and plastering trade. Then 
Art's family moved to Blackfalds, where he was 
in the stuccoing trade throughtout central Alber- 
ta until 1971, 








BLOCK, RASMUS CHRISTIAN — by Bob 
Campbell 

Rasmus Christian Block was born in Den- 
mark on March 11, 1886. About 1906 he came to 
Ilinols, in the United States where he worked for 
a Danish farmer. Later he worked in Lincoln, 


457 


Nebraska at a railway roundhouse for 17¢ an 
hour. An apple ple cost 15¢, For several falls he 
worked on a steam engine powered threshing 
machine in North and South Dakota 

In the spring of 1915 Mr. Block and Mr. Board 
came to Bentley, Alberta, with two Waterloo Boy 
tractors, made by John Deere. They used these 
tractors’ to break land in the area. Mr. Board 
stayed a few years, then sold his tractor and 
returned to the United States. 

Around 1918 Mr. Block bought Hudson's Bay 
land which he later sold to Clarence Damron. He 
then moved to Rimbey where he showed silent 
movies. He also hauled mail from Rimbey to 
Bentley for a few years. He sold his movie outfit 
and bought the SW 34-415 In the Carlos district 











Block, Gladys Campbell, Karen and Gloria November, 1947. 








from Jack Brebber in the fall of 1920, moving 
there in the spring of 1921. 

He was a member of the Alberta Wheat Pool. 
For about nine years he was secretary for the 
Aurora School district. Mr. Block passed away 
on May 24, 1968, 


PIONEER DAYS OF MR. AND MRS. 8. 
CAIRNS — by Hilda Cairns 

‘They called it “back to the land”, but I call it 
“back to the bush", which was a big change for 
us prairie folks. There were six families who 
shipped cattle, horses, and household articles 
from Medicine Hat to Rimbey, Alberta, the 
railway station nearest to our destination. We 
came by train, and some of the men folks came 
with the equipment on the train. After unloading 
and reloading from the stock cars, we started on 
our way, which was about 25 miles west to the 
Aurora District at that time, The roads were 
nearly impassable as it was one of those wet 
springs in 1933. After a long tiresome trip we 
arrived at the deserted “Indian Cabins”. It was 
like a small village, as there were six families 
and about 22 young folks, most of them of school 
age. What an experience! Some of the folks had 
never been away from city lights, 

Mr, Cairns (always known as “Stub") and 
myself, Hilda, had three boys at that time. Elton, 
the oldest, was 13 years old, Raymond was 10 
years old and Gordon was elght years old. They 
all attended the Aurora School, where they 
received a Grade 8 education, We did not stay on 
the original land, but farmed with Mr. H. Freitag 
on a share basis, 

Later we had a new addition to our family —a 
little girl, Yvonne, born on November 12, 1936, As 
the boys grew up, they left the district, Raymond 
returned to Medicine Hat for a visit, as he had 
several uncles and aunts there, on his father's 
side, He got work in the ammunition factory, and 
later Gordon joined him there. Elton joined the 
army in 1941. Soon after this Raymond also 
joined, and Gordon joined the navy. 

About 1941, we left the district, as we were too 











Hilde and Stub Cains on thelr Sth Wedding Anniversay. 








far from transportation when the boys had left 
home. We went to work for J. Sunell in the 
Blackfalds District for a time. Later, as Yvonne 
became of school age, we moved to Sylvan Lake. 
Mr. Cairns had a dray business for several years 
but when the gas was piped in, he gave up his 
horses and went to work for an oll company for 
several years. We bought our home here in 
Sylvan Lake in 1942, and have lived here ever 
since. We celebrated our golden wedding an- 
niversary in 1970. Mr. Cairns (Stub) passed 
away very suddenly in'1972, In 1973, I sold the 
home and now I live in the Sylvan Manor. 





‘The Cairns Boys, Elton, Raymond, Gordon 


A little more about my family: 
Elton married Edna Snell in 1945, They have 
one son, Garry, who lives in Edmonton. 

Raymond married Muriel Chapman in 1943, 
and they have two girls. Raymond took up 
residence In Medicine Hat before going 
overseas, and still lives there, Muriel passed 
away in 1976. 

Gordon married Evylin Ross in 1951. They 
had two boys. Doug was killed in a pipeline acci 
dent in 1973. Don is a professional hockey player. 
Gord and Ev adopted a little boy, Martin, in 1965, 
‘They live in Calgary. 

Yvonne married George Ross in 1957. They 
had two boys, Darcy and Dwight, and a giri, 
Crystal. They’ all made their home in Sylvan 
Lake where they all went to school, 

‘There are many things left out of our years 
since then, but space won't permit telling of all 
our experiences. Ihave made many new friends 
but still miss the old pioneer friends. 





CAMPBELL, GLADYS AND FAMILY 

Gladys Andrews was born January 3, 1905 to 
George and Lena Andrews in Ruck, Oklahoma, 
She came to Lacombe in the spring of 1905. They 
moved to a homestead at Buffalo Lake in the fall 
of 1906. In 1922 Gladys married Bill Campbell 

On August 17, 1923, a son, Robert Campbell, 
was born. On August 1, 1924 Clifford was born 
and Charlie arrived on’ November 11, 1926. He 

















RC, Block, Carl Pedersen, Bob Campbll, Crt Skorstengaard, 
‘wih bul elk nd mule deer, December, 1951 


passed away In February 1927 at the age of three 
months. 

In 1928 the Campbells separated and on 
January 12, 1930 Gladys Campbell came to keep 
house for R. C. Block, in the Aurora district. In 
April 1930 Gladys went back to Bashaw, Alberta 
to bring her sons, Bob and Clifford, back with 
her, 


J. R, CORNFORTH — by Lavina Robinson 

‘The Joe Cornforth family arrived in the 
Leedale District in the spring of 1930. Previously 
they had lived at Beiseker, where Joe was a 
barber, and also at Joffrey and Rimbey. Finally, 
they settled on the SE 24-41-5-W5, righi next door 
to the Aurora School, which was kept well 
supplied with Cornforth children for the next 16 
years. 

‘Mr, and Mrs. Cornforth had a large family, 
and all were born at home except the last one, 
number 13. He was born in the Rimbey Hospital. 
Oceasionally, Dr. Byers would make a call at the 
farm, but it was always hours after a baby was 
born, Each new baby was cause for great excite- 
‘ment for all members of the family, and oh, how 
‘we loved those little bundles! 

Starting in 1918 with Ruby, the eldest, there 
followed Jean, Clara, Sidney, Joe, Ivan, Lavina, 
Elaine, Lorraine, Ben, David, Katherine and 
Delbert, the youngest, in 1940. On February 17, 
103 Sidney passed away in the Rimbey Hospital 
and in March, 1959 Joe Jr. was killed in a truck 
accident at Lodgepole. By 1976 the Cornforth 
clan numbered 11 living children, 54 
grandchildren and 52 great-grandchildren. 

‘Mr. Cornforth was an ardent trader and 
dealer. Hie also cut a lot of posts and wood, and 
sold these to provide for the needs of his growing 
family. Ruby soon went out to work in the 
Beiseker area, and Jean and Clara, when about 
id years of age, went to work in the Bentley area, 
They started their jobs at $5. per month, and 
gradually increased to $15. a month. Out of this 
wage they managed to send home a few dollars 





each month to help support the younger 
members of the family. 

‘There was a small lean-to addition on the 
north side of our house, where for many years we 
boarded a succession of school teachers for extra 
income. For some years previous to 1945, the 
mom of this large household of children made 
weekly cream pick-ups in the district and 
delivered the cans to Myers’ Store in Leedale. 

‘Mr. Cornforth served as trustee and as 
secretary on the Aurora School Board for many 
years. He was the jolly old Santa Claus for many 
years at Aurora’s Christmas concerts. When he 
moved to Ontario he carried on the Christmas 
Sania tradition in Eaton’s store in Lindsay, On- 
tarlo for many years. The last two years even 
Santa got modernized, and he landed at the store 
by helicopter. 

‘Mrs. Cornforth was a member of, and a hard 
worker for, the Ladies Sewing Club as long as 
she lived in the district. At a farewell party the 
club presented her with a cushion with all the 
members’ signatures hand embroidered on it. 
She and all her children attended the Aurora 
Church and Sunday School. 

In the early spring of 1946 Dad Cornforth and 
Elaine left for Ontario to find a new place for the 
rest of the family to move on. Many relatives 
already lived down east. 

On April 8, 1946, Russel Cole, of Rimbey, a 
young, but promising auctioneer, held his very 
first auction on the farm of the Cornforths. 
Several days later Ivan and Joe took mom, along 
with five brothers and sisters, by team and 
wagon to the Leslieville railway station. There 
Mrs. Cornforth bade farewell to Alberta, and 
headed for a new life in rural Ontario. The Corn- 
forths took six of thefr children to Ontario, and 
left six grown-up ones in Alberta. 

‘Joe and Mrs. Cornforth celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on November 14, 1966. Mr, 
Cornforth passed away on January 14, 1967, and 
Mrs. Cornforth on April 14, 1967, in Lindsay, On- 
tario, 








Mr. and Mrs, Joe Confort on their ith Wedding Anniversary, 
Photo courtesy Lindsay Daly Post 











ELLIOT, ELMER — by Jack Elliot 

Early in the spring of 1934 Dad loaded up all 
the machinery on a hay rack, and grain tank for 
a move to a farm in the Aurora district west of 
Leedale, Accompanying him on the trip was his 
brother-in-law, Lou Hicks. Both men drove four 
horse outfits and trailed another team on the 
grain boxes. They cooked and slept outside, but 
had binder canvasses to make shelter if rain did 
come. 

Dad and Mother decided to leave the farm 
they had bought in 1925, eight miles east of High 
River. Drought and grasshoppers, along with the 
depression made them think that a move to a 
homestead would be no worse choice. 

Dad, Charles Elmer Layfayette Elliott, was 
born in 1890 at Burford, Ontario, and Mother, 
Ruby Pearl Hicks, was born in 1892 near Sarnia, 
Ontario, Dad came with his folks to settle west of 
High River in 1906, and Mother's folks settled 
just south of High River in 1908. Mother and Dad 
Were married at High River in 1916, There were 
three children born there by 1922, Charlie, Jack 
and Gordon. Shortly after Gordon was born the 
folks moved to Sarnia, Ontario where Dad 
worked for Imperial Oil in the surrounding oll 
fields. In 1925 they moved back to High River and 
the farm they bought. While in Ontario, a fourth 
boy was born to the family, Walter. 

Immediately after school was out in 1934, 
Mother along with two boys started the trip of 
trailing 15 head of cattle, accompanied by a 
team, Bennett wagon, and all the camping gear, 
on the same 200 mile route that Dad had taken 
earlier that spring. As far as Calgary Jack and 
Gordon were with their mother, but from 
Calgary to Leedale, Gordon and Walter had the 
trailing chore. Most of the trip was blessed with 
good weather. Every day there was the constant 
problem of cattle along, or on, the road getting 
mixed with our herd.’ On two occasions the 
horses broke loose and tried to go home. The trip 
took 12 days. From Calgary north the pasture on 
the road sides was quite good, but on the whole 
trip it took a lot of foot work to keep the cattle 
moving along. 

‘The summer of 1934 was abnormally dry at 
our new home. Dad had the Wallace farm rented 
for that year. ‘The hay crop that year was very 
poor or none existent. Part of the cattle herd was 
Sold for what little could be realized in the hopes 
of being able to winter the cows and calves. The 
change from the prairie to bush for the cattle and 
horses took its toll and many did not live to see 
the grass next spring. There was shortage of 
g00d feed along with shortage of money, that was 
the lot of homesteading in the mid thirties, 

Gordon and Walter went to Aurora school that 
first year. There was a very large enrollment for 
one teacher to handle. Most every quarter was 
occupied by a homesteader in 1933-34. Many of 
the homesteads were heavy bush land. With few 
livestock and no crop land most of the 
homesteaders got jobs in saw mills or working 




















for neighbors. The highest wage was about $1.a 
day. Most of the jobs were at the rate of $5 to $15, 
per month with board. With the long hours spent 
working outside and much of it in the cold, it 
made a person appreciate the end of a long day 

‘The crackling log fire, a satisfying, if not fancy 
meal; family, friends and companionship were 
the essence of living and hope for the future. 

Jobs in the summer often entailed leaving the 
district for the prairie to get a little better pay 
and steadier work. Some of these trips were 
probably partly wonderlust from being teen: 
agers. Most years we came back in time for 
harvest. During the '30's I hauled bundles for 
Tom Cummings, Harry Thomas, Felix and 
Elmer Mathews, Jervel Maddox and Artie and 
anley Hollingsworth. Those threshing excur- 
sions, aside from the 11 hour days did give us a 
chance to meet many farmers, and get better 
acquainted with the district. It's surprising, but 
most of the farmers kept their daughters pretty 
busy while the threshers were around, The hard 
work didn’t stop the hilarity of finding a barley 
bundle for a bed partner or a greased outhouse 
seat for after dark use, (I did hear rumors that 
the gentleman of the house had made the first 
trip to the outhouse and not the daughter 
though.) 

In the winter of 1934-35 a shining star started 
over the horizon that gave most everybody a lit- 
tle more hope. A Social Credit group was formed 
at Aurora that held meetings every two weeks, 
followed by a dance. The school was crowded for 
every event. There was lots of discussion at 
every meeting along with lots of expectation, 
Aboilt the time the meeting was over the 
refreshments would arrive. It helped get the 
dance off to a good start as well as kept it going 
to the late hours of the morning. (The dollar paid 
for the bottle seemed a small price to pay). The 
music was supplied by Ival and Earl Johnston, 
‘Teddy Evernden, the Lyons’ family, as well as 
other musicians who happened to come through 
the district, 

In the summer of 1935 our youngest brother, 
Ronald, was born. We were in the process of 
building a house on dad’s homestead where good 
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building logs were easy to come by. The lumber 
came from logs taken to Lawton’s mill where 
they were sawed on a share or cash basis. We 
moved to the homestead in the spring of 1936, 
after living the previous winter in the hip roofed 
Johnson house that was owned then by Wilson 
Cox, (NW 35). 

January of 1936 will be remembered as one of 
the coldest experienced. The thermometer hov- 
ered at or below —60 F (about —50 C) for three 
weeks, It barely got to 30 or 40 dégrees below 
(minus 40 C) in the day time. It took most of the 
time to just haul wood and buck it up for stove 
lengths. Trips out to haul feed and get groceries 
meant really dressing warmly and doing a lot of 
walking behind the outfit. Motor vehicle trattic 
was none existent In the winter. The narrow 
gauge sleigh tracks over the snow drifts were not 
for tires to follow. Anti freeze and vehicle 
heaters were unheard of 

CHARLIE went back to High River and 
stayed with his grandparents the Hicks. At 
Christmas 1935 he called in to see us but left im 
mediately to attend the Tuxis Boys’ Parliament 
at the University In Edmonton. Charlie worked 
in Penticton and High River until he went into 
the Air Force in 1941, where he trained as a radar 
technician. He was married to Jean Arton of 
Calgary in 1942. On the way to go overseas he 
contacied pneumonia while in Halifax, so he 
never got overseas. Jean joined him a little later 
and he spent the rest of the war years on the 
Atlantic coast. 

Charile went to U.B.C. after the war and com. 
pleted his electrical engineering. He has worked 
with Westinghouse at Hamilton since 1949, and is 
due to retire in July 1978. Charlie and Jean have 
two daughters, Caroline, who married Randy 
Kowalski and ‘lives in Hamilton, and Sharon 
married Joe Codispodi and lives in Calgary. 

I Jack am the writer of this story and the rest 
of my history follows in a separate article. 

GORDON: In June of 1939 tragedy struck our 
family, when our brother Gordon, along with his 
friend Edgar Robinson, were both killed in an ac 
cident near Penticton, B.C. 

WALTER was the only one of our family 
attending school at Aurora after 1936. In the 1938- 
39 term Walter worked at Trenholms’ (a mile 
south of Leedale), and went to high school at 
Leedale. He rode a small white mule to school 
and out home on weekends. That mule’s head 
was only on the right end occasionally. The next 
year Walter stayed home and rode a bike, or 
horse, as conditions dictated. That year he had 
Oliver Misner, Steve Johnson and Doreen Mason 
to share the long trip. It was a ride of 9 miles dal 
ly, plus several gates to open. One morning he 
left home at 4 a.m. and pedal biked to Calgary 
where he worked until he joined the Navy in 1942, 
He saw a lot of duty on the high seas. Most of his 
time was spent on convoy duty in the Atlantic but 
he was taken off that long enough to take part in 
the Allied landing in North Africa, Sicily, and the 
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D Day landing in Normandy. After the war, he 
settled in Calgary and married Mary Lehto of 
Barons. 

For years Walter did cost and payroll ac- 
counting for Conforce in Calgary. Then he 
changed jobs in about 1970 and is now with Dome 
Petroleum. Walter and Mary have two 
daughters, Wendy, a school teacher and Judy 
who is in Junior High. 

The folks stayed on the farm until 1950, at 
which time Ronald had most of his public school: 
ing at Aurora. The farm was sold to Richard 
Harriman and the folks and Ronald moved to 
Red Deer. 

RONALD finished his schooling in Red Deer 
and worked for the city for a couple of years. He 
jolned the Air Force in 1959 and has completed 
training as a navigator, radar controller, and 
pilot. He spent the last six months of 1965 on a 
tour of duty in Egypt as a staff pilot on the Cana- 
dian Peace Keeping force. He has had numerous 
moves and Is now stationed in Winnipeg as a 
staff pilot. Ron married an Ottawa girl in 1962. 
He and Pat have two sons and a daughter. 

After the folks moved to Red Deer, mother 
worked as a seamstress at the P.T-S. for seven 
years and dad did janitor work at their churen. 
Upon retiring in 1958 they moved to the Twilight 
Cottages. Dad passed away in 1961. Mother 
moved again in 1967 to the Centennial Court. 
Mother passed away in 1974. They are both 
buried at the Red Deer cemetery. 

While living at the Kinsmen Twilight Cottages 
and Centennial Court, the folks really enjoyed 
their many new friends and old acquaintances, 











ELLIOT, JACK 
‘The beginnings of my history are in the 

previous Elmer Elliot story, now I shall continue 

With the next 40 years of my story, 1937-1977. 

In the summer of 1937 I worked out and 
bought a team of horses. That winter I stayed 
home and cut posts and wood for sale. I was also 
able to cut and sell telephone poles for the 
Leedale to Rimbey telephone line, and I donated 
20 poles to the group as a sort of line share. From 
1939 on it meant going to the saw mills as the 
tamarack was all gone on ‘section 37”, 

In the fall of ’38 Bill Gardner and myself rode 
the freight to Pentiction B.C. I stayed and 
worked at a bush camp that winter. Bill, along 
with my brother Gordon, and Sidney Cornforth 
who were both out there too, came back to 
Leedale just before Christmas. Early in June of 
1939, Paul Heringer, Edgar Robinson, and my 
brother Gordon were on their way to Penticton. 
In an accident between Summerland and Pentic. 
ton, Gordon and Edgar were killed. I came back 
home with Paul immediately 

‘That fall war broke out in Europe. The war 
for the time being seemed far removed. Gradual- 
ly the war became more real as the men started 
to join the services. National registration was 
held in the surnmer of 1940, The continuing news 

















of a worsening Allied situation gradually drew 
our lives more into the war effort. 

I worked at Lawton’s mill bush camp in the 
winters of 39-40 and '40-41. Their mill had been in 
the Aurora district on Cox’s land until about 1937 
(NE, 26) Lawton’s mill had operated one win 
ter before I worked there at the new location, 
that was approximately four miles west of 
‘McTighe's. The two winters spent at Lawton's 
were not too rewarding, about a dollar a day. I 
worked for Stanley Hollingsworth and Ted Pimm 
as they had the bush contract. The cross cut and 
swede saws were the order of the day, with all 
the skidding and hauling being done by horses, 

The bunkhouse banter and antics did assist in 
making the long cold days go faster. Every one 
was quite eager to go to the camps in the fail, but 
when the warmer days of spring beckoned it 
didn’t take long to break camp. Many lifelong 
friendships were made at these camps, that, 
along with the memories will not be forgotten. 

In the spring of 1941 I was working for Stanley 
Hollingsworth hauling logs from the McTighe 
bush to the mill, (when we weren't stuck) 
However, the bush dried up fast and we were 
making good time until that fateful day of April 
26. (Thinking of it now T belleve Stanley and I 
would have been just as well playing in tite bush 
with the squirrels, instead of hauling logs to be 
burned up at another spot). I will not dwell on the 
fire of that fateful day, other than to repeat the 
words of Jack Collingson who stood with me in 
the McTighe's blacksmith shop and watched it 
burning on three sides. Jacks words were, “This 
is worse than sitting in a submarine at the bot- 
tom of the Dardanelles and having the Turks 
depth charging us during the first World War”. 

I went over to Jones’ mill and fought fire for 
two weeks after that. The wages were 25¢ an 
hour, less board of $1 a day. In spite of that, I did 
make $5 a day a couple of times when conditions 
got a little hot. The Saturday night revellers that 
were conscripted and trucked to Jones’ to fight 
flre were about the worst equipped army of fire 
fighters that were ever assembled, There were 
about 120 men at Jones that Sunday morning that 
missed church service. A couple of days later we 
were down to about 20 men. We heard rumours 
that there wasn't an able bodied man to be found 
in Rimbey the next Saturday night. 

About this time things were coming to a head 
pretty fast. [had lost all my clothes at MeTighe's 
fire and conscription calls were coming fast. 
‘They gave the offer of clothes supplied plus $1.30, 
a day. When my call came in July, I willingly 
went and joined the alr force, active on the sec 
ond day. T was among the first at Edmonton 
Manning Depot. From there I went to 
Lethbridge, a new station that was Number 8B & 
G, in the Commonwealth Air Training plan. In 
the service I was an aero engine mechanic and 
the work was really enjoyable. Many lifelong 
and rewarding aquaintances were made while In 




















camp. I was injured at the time the big air force 
build up was being made overseas. 

With the hope of going overseas gone, 
Florence Richardson and I were married on May 
3, 1943 at my folks’ house on the homestead, Rev. 
Habermel conducted the service and Bruce 
Johnson and Florence's younger sister, Edna, 
stood up for us, We left immediately for 
Lethbridge as my furlough was running out 
Florence's history is in the Ed Richardson's 
story that she wrote, 

Twas stationed at Lethbridge until January 1, 
1945, at which time the station was closed, From 
there it was No. 38.F.T.S. at Calgary where I got 
my discharge later in 1948. 

‘We went up to Jones’ mill in 1945 and I drove a 
cat there until we got a farm in the fall of 1948, 
‘The land, W's 36-41-5s still our home. We bought 
it from Ralph and Margaret Johnson who were 
retiring to British Columbia. Johnsons had got 
their home quarter from Jim Monohan in 1937 
and later bought the quarter across the road 
from ‘Thomas’s in 1945, 

We have spent the last thirty years on the 
farm. We went into the dairy business, and now 
my second son, Milton, has joined me in 
partnership, also’my two youngest, Johnny and 
Dixie, work’ with us. 

In the summer of 1976 we had the misfortune 
to have a disastrous fire which destroyed our 
barns and milking equipment. We moved our 
cows to a farm east of Leedale and milked there 
twice a day until we could build new facilities 
again on our own farm, We have enlarged our set 
up and now milk on the average of 75 cows. The 
milk is trucked out every other day to Red Deer. 

Florence and I have raised a family of three 
sons and three daughters and we have six 
grandchildren. 

GRANT was born at Eckville, May 29, 1945, 
He took most of his schooling at Aurora. On 
September 25, 1971 he married Lorraine Martin 
at Hespero. Grant works at the Gulf Gas Plant at 
Rocky. They have three sons, Greg, Teddy and 
Bradiey 

MILTON was born at Eckville, October 18, 
1948. He took a few years of schooling at Aurora, 
then finished at Leslieville and David Thompson 
Schools. Milton got married on February 20, 1970 
to Patricia Levinsky in Rocky. They are farming 
with us. 

‘TERRY was born at Eckville, November 12, 
1952, started school at Aurora and continued on 
in Leslieville and David Thompson. Terry 
started doing hospital work at Deerhome in Red 
Deer after finishing school. Then she went to 
Pouce Coupe B.C. and worked in an auxilliary 
hospital for three years. On November 13, 1976 
she married Frank Wolfinger of Toms Lake. 
They have since moved to Prince George where 
Frank is attending university. 

BEVERLY was born at Rimbey, July 2, 1955, 
went to school at Leslieville, and graduated from 
David Thompson. Like her older sister, Bev also 




















started on ward work at Deerhome, and then 
worked in the sport and recreation department. 
She is now program co-ordinator at the Michener 
Sport Center in Red Deer. 

JOHNNY was born in Rimbey, October 20, 
1958, he took his schooling in Leslieville and 
David Thompson High, and is living at home and 
working in the dairy Business. 

DIXIE, our youngest daughter was born in 
Rimbey, March 4, 1963. She went to Leslieville 
school and is presently taking Grade 9 at David 
‘Thompson. 

Before Florence and I went on holidays to 
Hamilton, Ontario in mid November 1977, she sat 
down and wrote the story of her family in this 
area, the Ed Richardsons. Unfortunately, this 
was fo be her last story. While having a wonder. 
ful time she took sick on December 4 at my 
brother's place in Hamilton and passed away on 
December 9, 1977 at St. Joseph's Hospital. 

We had been married almost 35 years. She 
was really looking forward to the compiling of 
this book on the history of the district she knew 
and loved so well. 








ELLIOT, M. 

T, Milton Elliot, am the second son of Jack and 
Florence Elliot. On February 20, 1970, I married 
Patricia Levinsky at Rocky Mountain House. We 
have three children, Trevor Allan, Shayne 
Edward, and Tracy Elaine. 

After a few years working out on seismic rigs 
and soil testing outfits that took me all over the 
country, I went as far north as to where I washed 
my hands in the Arctic Ocean. I was just like a 
gypsy and always away from home so I decided I 
was going fo make a change. 

As I liked the farm very much I decided to go 
into partnership with my father, which I did. Tam 
now living on the SW 36-41-5-W5, (the former 
‘Thomas quarter) across the road from my folk’s 
place. We are in the dairy business and are 
known as J and M Dairy. 





THE ERSKINE FAMILY — by Robert Erskine 

Because of the drought and depression of the 
“Hungry Thirties”, the Erskine family moved 
from Oyen, Alberta, to greener pastures in the 
Carlos district SW 13-41-5-W5 north of Leslieville 
in May, 1934, 

‘The father, Samuel Erskine, born of Scottish 
parents on the Island of Antigua, died in 1937. 
‘The mother, born in northern Scotland, (nee 
Hannah MacKay) died in 1953, 

Jessie, their eldest child, was born in 1912 in 
Calgary. ‘She married Russel Pendergast and 
they have two sons, Duane and Bruce. Jessie 
taught school for many years at Lone Deer and 
Rocky Mountain House. The Pendergasts are 
now retired, living at Lanzville, B.C. on Van- 
couver Island. Bruce Pendergast’s son Is the 
first great-grandchild born in the family. 

Robert (Bob) was born in 1914, also in 
Calgary. He is the only one of the family now liv. 
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ing in the Carlos area. He has worked for some 25, 
years at developing varieties of plants for cold 
areas. Selections have been made of apple, 
crabapple, sandcherry, black, white and 
American currants, gooseberries, chokecherry, 
raspberry, and strawberry plants. Numerous 
rose and lily varieties have been selected, and a 
few potatoes, as well as a number of other plants. 

Hannah was born at Oyen in 1916. Jessie and 
Hannah were both awarded the Lieutenant 
Governor’s Bronze Medal on graduating from 
Grade VIII at Oyen. Hannah became a 
registered nurse and served overseas in the 
Armed Forces. After the war she received her 
M.A. degree from the University of British 
Columbia and a Ph. D. from the University of 
Minos, U.S.A. She now lives in Washington, 
D.C., U.S.A. 

William (Bill) was born in 1918 at Oyen. Dur- 
ing the Second World War he enlisted in the 
R.C.A.F. and trained as a pilot and navigator. He 
served as navigator with the same crew and 
plane on 33 bombing missions over Germany. He 
married Doris Gildes. They live at Toronto and 
have three daughters, Denise, Lynne, and Cathy. 

Rosina (Rose) is the youngest of five, born in 
1923 at Oyen. She married Richard’ (Dick) 
Brookes. Their two children are Robert (Bob) 
and Linda. Linda is a registered nurse, working 
at the hospital in Rocky Mountain House. She is 
married to Barry Baich, a partner in the Link 
Hardware at Rocky Mountain House. Rose has 
{aught school for many years at Rocky Mountain 

fouse. 





GARDNER, WM. — by Eunice Gardner 

William Riley Gardner, better known as 
“pill”, was born April 6 1913, at Wittenburg, 
(Leedale) to the late Bill and Sara Gardner. His 
father died on July 4, 1921, when Bill was eight 
years old. His mother was in failing health and 
went to Washington U.S.A., where she was told 
she could be treated. She’ took Bill with her. 
‘They were there for two years, return: 
ing to Leedale in 1924, She passed away 
December 29, 1926. Shortly after, Bill went to live 
with his uncle, Tom Gardner, where he stayed 
until he bought his own land in 1949. This was a 
quarter of C.P.R. land, the SW 31-41-4-W5. He 
still worked with his uncle during the spring 
seeding, summer haying and fall harvesting, un- 
til his uncle passed away in December 1950 at the 
age of 90 years, 

Bill broke up much of his own land using an 
axe and horses, I believe it’s safe to say he used 
horses longer than anyone for miles around. He 
broke many horses in his day, both to ride and to 
harness. He also did a lot of castrating, of his 
own stock and the neighbors, right from fom cats 
to stallions, without charge. 

During the hungry "30's, while most people 
were eating rabbits, he was eating deer and 
moose meat. The first wild game he shot was a 
big deer, with a 22 short, at the age of 14 years. 











‘The big game is getting pretty scarce due to good 
oil roads and road runners. 

On May 4, 1955, after putting in many miles 
and burning a lot of gas, he married the former 
Eunice Odland, youngest daughter of Jake and 
Lena Odland, of Bingiey-Sleepy Valley district, 
and they started raising a family. He wanted a 
son to name after his uncle Tom. On March 2, 
1956 the first ‘*Tom" was born, but it turned out 
to be a girl. They named her Helen Brenda, after 
Helen Gardner, Bill's youngest sister, On April 6, 
1957, (on Bill’s birthday) another “Tom” was 
born. They named this one Wilma Ellen. Wilma, 
after William, and Ellen being his mother’s mid” 
dle name. Finally, on August 2nd 1959, Thomas 
William did put in his appearance, therefore, 
they decided to leave well enough alone. 

‘The three children took their schooling at the 
Leslieville Elementary and David Thompson 
High School. As soon as they left school, they all 
went out to work. Helen got a job at the Gr 
Hotel in Rimbey. Tom’s first job was driving a 
road packer on road construction, and Wilma — 
well she got married — to Michel Fortin, former- 
ly of Ontario. They went to work on a dairy farm 
in the Lacombe area. 





















GRAY, ARNOLD — by Wanda Gray 

Arnold Wade, Is the second oldest son of Gor- 
don and Alma Gray. He was born on August 3, 
1954 at Rocky Mountain House, Alta. He lived 
with his parents on their farm which was 
previously owned by his grandfather, (William 
Gray), 

Amold took his elementary schooling at 
Leslieville and his junior high at David Thomp- 
son. Everyday he had at least an hours bus ride 
to and from school. One day, however, he didn’t 
feel like going to school and his mother had to 
chase him down the lane with a stick! Arnold 
grew up like any other typical country boy, 
always into mischief. 

Arnold’s dad drove the government grader 
many years, for the community. One day, Gor: 
don left the grader running and Arnold decided to 
play on it. Well, to his suprise, he accidentally hit 
the gear shift and it started moving! He got so 
scared that he jumped off and ran to the out 
house to hide. In the mean time, Gordon looked 
out the window and saw both the grader going 
down the road and Arnold just a running. All of 
Arnolds efforts were unnecessary, for shortly 
after, his dad showed him how to run it, 

Amold moved to Eckville to attend high 
school, where he lived with his aunt, Viola 
Johnston. He worked at various jobs until he 
moved to Red Deer. 

‘While Arnold was in Red Deer, he worked for 
his brother-in-law hauling house trailers. He had 
the job of driving the pilot car. Shortly after, Ar- 
nold met his bride-to-be, Wanda Arlene Bunch, 

Wanda is the daughter of Walter and Vivian 
Bunch. She was born on August 19, 1954 at Ed- 
monton, Alta. Wanda grew up in the Eckville dis- 











trict where she attended elementary school. She 
lived with her parents on their farm until they 
moved to Red Deer In 1964. There she took her 
junior and senior high school. In 1970 her parents 
‘moved to the Alhambra area and now reside in 
the Leslieville district. Wanda remained in Red 
Deer working at a variety of jobs before she met 
Arnold Gray. 

Arnold and Wanda were married on August 
26, 1972 at Rocky Mountain House. They bought a 
house trailer and lived at Arnold’s dads farm for 
a few months. During the time they were there, 
Arnold worked for the neighbor farming. That 
same year they moved to Red Deer where they 
lived in Mayberry’s Trailer Court for nearly two 
years. 

In the spring of 1974, they returned to his 
father’s farm. There they lived in their trailer, 
while Amnold was employed with Kidd Construe- 
tion. 

On June 23, 1974 Gordon Gray passed away at 
the age of 62. They remember him with love, and 
the respect he deserved as a kind hearted father. 

Arnold’s mother, Alma Gray moved to 
Eckville and sold the farm to Arnold and Wanda 
They then sold their trailer and moved into the 
house where they are now residing. 

‘Arnold and Wanda now have a daughter, 
Shonastee Lynette. She was born on April 29, 
1977, in Calgary, Alta. Shonastee is both a joy 
anda delight to her parents. 

Arnold is still employed by Kidd Construction 
as a heavy equipment operator. They are renting 
out their farmland to their neighbor. 








GRAY, CLARENCE 

Clarence, youngest son of Mr, and Mrs. 
William Gray, was a small child when his 
parents moved to the Carlos area in 1912. He 
attended school at Washington Heights. 

In 1937 he married Lols Pendergast, daughter 
of Mr, and Mrs, Samuel Pendergast. 

‘They built a log house on a homestead, in 
what later became the Lone Deer School district. 
(The land was the N.W. 30-41-5-W5, and is now 
owned by Bill White). The summers were spent 
on the homestead and the winters at various 
logging camps or saw mills. 

‘In 1956 they moved to the Garth district west 
of Rocky Mountain House and a few years later 
to the Ferrier district. Clarence worked for 
Alberta Forest Service on road construction and 
maintenance in the Clearwater Forest Reserve 
for approximately 20 years. 

Clarence and Lois (Bon) have two sons — 
Ronald and William. In 1960 RONALD married 
Patricia Lindsay of the Aurora district. They 
have one daughter, Sandra, and one son, Allen, 

WILLIAM married Kay Martin of Eckville in 
1970. They have one son, Kevin, and one 
daughter, Wendy 

Ron and Bili and their families live in the 
‘errier district, west of Rocky Mountain House. 














Clarence and Bon continue to live in the Ferrier 
district 


GRAY, WILLIAM HENRY — as told by Viola 
(Gray) Johnston 

In Ozark, Michigan, William and Eleanor had 
fastened a canvas over the wagon box, and set 
out for Alberta, Canada. We were living on an 
acreage at the time and my dad had worked as a 
river boat pilot and a sawyer. My mother was a 
French Canadian, having been born in Quebec. 

In 1911, my father and mother packed up their 
belongings and their family of six children, and 
we boarded a train headed out to western 
Canada. We arrived at Red Deer and the first 
year lived in the Poplar Ridge district, where 
one more son was born to the family 

In 1912 another move was made, this time to 
the Carlos district, where my parents would 
spend the rest of thelr lives. While at Carlos 
three more sons were born, but two of these died 
in infancy, and are buried’on the home farm. 

William Gray filed on the NE 17-41-5 W5. The 
land has now been in the Gray family for 65 
years. My brother Gordon took over the farming 
from my dad, and now Gordon’s son, Arnold, 
lives on the land, 

Tremember that we moved from Red Deer to 
Carlos on a March day that was bitterly cold. We 
had a team and sleigh and drove, I believe, the 
whole distance in one long day’s travel. Our dad 
had fastened a canvass over the wagon box, and 
we had wrapped hot stones and placed these on 
the bottom of the sleigh box to give off warmth 
for the journey, and we had a coal oll lantern that 
gave off a bit of warmth, too. 

I remember the first night we arrived in the 
Carlos district. I was a child of about five years 
of age. We spent that first night at the Jhalmar 
Ostrem home. Ostrems had a large family but 
somehow made room to shelter our big family, 
too. The next day we moved into the Nils Sat 
turlund house, where we lived until we moved 
over to the McPherson’s mill site, which was 
right near where our cabin would be built. My 
dad worked at the mill and when it shut down for 
the summer my folks got to stay there. 

‘The most embarrassing moment of my whole 
life happened whilst we were living at the mill 
site that summer. There was a little foot bridge 
across the creek and a lot of the older folks were 
crossing it. I ran along trying to follow my dad 
and I feil into the creek. Being at a mill site the 
water was covered with saw dust, and as I fell in 
Thad my mouth open (maybe ready to scream) 
Anyway, I took in gobs of sawdust. My brother: 
indaw, John, quickly fished me out of the creek, 
and I remember the folks laughing and laughing 
at me and I was so embarrassed. I suppose I did 
look silly all drenched and covered with sawdus 
I wonder if T reminded the folks of a doll al 
stuffed with sawdust as many of them were in 
those days. 

Our first garden was ploughed using a saddle 











horse and a cow we borrowed trom a neighbor, 
Fred Street. At first my dad used to walk to 
Leslieville, about 11 or 12 miles one way and then 
carry home the groceries and other supplies in 
packs on his back. For our size of family it cer- 
tainly wasn’t a small pack. Later he drove a 
team of oxen to town, 

I never remember being hungry. In fact we 
always had a good variety of different kinds of 
food except for one time. For three days once we 
were down to potatoes and cranberries, but us 
kids made a real joke of it at the time, (though 
perhaps our mother may have worried about It) 
As the bowls went around the table we'd say, 
“Do you want potatoes with your cranberries or 
will you have cranberries with the potatoes this, 
time?" 

Tremember my mother used to cut the tops 
off vinegar bottles to make them into jars to 
preserve fruit and jam in. She would take a piece 
of cardboard to fit the fop, cover it with cloth 
dipped in flour and water paste, then wax the 
‘whole thing soit was airtight. Worked quite well, 
too! 

Nelson, Earl, Gordon, Clarence, Florence and 
myself all went to school at Washington Heights. 
When Miss Lees was the teacher in 1920 she felt 
we should have a hot drink at noon. Each family 
brought a nickel to school and we bought cocoa 
We took it in turns bringing milk to use in it 
Each kid took a turn making the cocoa and some 




















were definitely not destined to be cooks. We 
eventually began to loathe the thought of another 
pot of some of the dish watery stuff that was 
served up. When Miss Cline was the teacher we 
had some hot lunches, too. Often the boys would 
catch rabbits in the schoolyard. We girls would 
bring vegetables from home, and presto, we'd 
cook up a pot of rabbit stew or bunny soup! 

T remember the “lard pail” lunch buckets, 
the pride and joy of every school kid. You 
scratched your initials on the pall to be sure you 
got the right lunch. Charlie Ambury was going to 
School at the time, and his pail had the Initials “C 
‘A”’ on, so one of the kids scratched a ‘“T"‘ mak: 
ing it read “CAT” Then unbeknown to Charlie, 
the kids caught a mouse and put it in one of his, 
sandwiches for a joke. A great idea!, except, 
Charlle didn’t eat all of his lunch that day, he 
took it home. In those days nothing was wasted, 
and the lunch you didn’t eat at school was served 
on the table at night. Still not, too much of a 
problem, except, the Ambury's happened to 
have company at the supper table. Can you fea. 
ture the embarrassment, and the anger at find- 
ing a mouse sandwich on the table? Mr. Am- 
bury was so furious he made a real case out of It 
which involved the teacher, the kids and the 
school board. What a bomb shell that simple lit- 
tle letter “T” had created! 

Mr. and Mrs. Gray’s oldest three sons, Otto, 
Walter and Floyd, each took up homesteads in 
the Carlos area, but eventually they returned to 
the States to live. The next two, Nelson and Roy, 
went to live in Montana. Nelson married Nora 
Case of Leslieville. (Nora's parents were the 
first couple ever married in Leslieville). Nelson 
and Nora moved to Missoula, Montana, and so 
did Roy and Floyd. The youngest three sons, 
Earl, Gordon and Clarence, all took up 
homesteads in the Carlos district, married and 
raised their families here. 

‘There were three daughter, Irene, Florence 
and Viola. Irene married John Lewis, and they 
‘came to homestead in the Carlos area, but even: 
tually moved to Ohio to live. She is now retired 
and living in California, Florence married Bill 
Gawden, a miner, who worked at Nordegg. They 
went to live at Rosedale, near the mines in the 
Drumbeller area. I, Viola, married a neighbor 
boy, Ival Johnston, ‘and lived in the Carlos di 
trict until we retired to the town of Eckville in 
1965, 

My mother passed away, after a lengthy ill- 
ness in 1937. My dad died’ as the result of a 
highway traffic accident in 1943, as he was on his 
way to visit with his sons in Montana. He was 
then 73 years of age, had lived a long and re- 
warding lt, and watched eneh of his I children 
start out on life’s journey. He had also had 
to enjoy the company of many of his 
grandchildren. 





HEMBERY GEORGE — as told by Bill Gardner 
George Hembery lived on the SE 36-41-5 (Lee 





Hollingsworth's land), He was a tough Montana 
fellow who carried and used a black leather 
snake whip. He was first to be on hand if a 
neighbor Was in need. He was a butcher by trade 
and sold meat. He had a very young wife who 
died while they were living here, then George 
moved to Peace River. 


HICKS, L. — by Mrs. L. A. Hicks 

In the spring of 1934 Lewis Allen Hicks and his, 
wife moved to a homestead in Carlos country 
way back to no-man’s land, or almost no one 
lived near us. 

‘We came up from High River. Previously Lou 
had worked in the oil fields at Turner Valley. 

My brother, Elmer Elliot and his family had 
come up to live in the Aurora district also. We 
settled on the S.W.-7-42-5, the quarter directly 
north of George Grey, and there we had some 
memorable experiences, 

We lived in a big tent that first summer while 
our log house was being built. One day there was 
a very sudden rain storm. The rain came down 
so fast, (before the tent could be really wet) with 
the result that the rain came right through. We 
quickly rolled up our mattress and covered It 
‘Then T got out an umbrella under which we 
sheltered. When the rain stopped there was a 
jam can lid full of water on top of the cupboard 
(it held our candle). The only dry places were in 
the oven, under the table and inside the cup- 
board. 

We got into our log house before winter but 
lived on a dirt floor with only furniture to act as 
partitions. The roof was covered with tar paper. 
One spring day I smelled a funny smell. It was 
the tar paper burning around the roof chimney 
jack. I had some cans lined up, intending to get 
some seeds planted. ‘These I took outside with 
two pails of water, dipped them into the water, 
then threw up on the roof. Enough water 
splashed around the fire to deaden it a bit. Then I 
climbed the ladder, which was at the back of the 
house, and finished extinguishing the fire. 

‘Another time as I started out to bring in our 
few head of cattle from the open pasture (we had 
no fences) I noticed a big cloud in the west which 
suggested I needed to hurry. There were some 
other cattle pasturing on the other side of a creek 
near us and that day they had come across to our 
area. So when I tried to round up ours (I was on 
foot) they stuck up thelr tails and off they went 
with ours following them. After some fruitless 
attempts to get our cattle headed for home, 1 
decided to give up and go home. But — where 
was home? It was all open country — no houses 
—no roads! Then I remembered the cloud. So I 
tried to keep it in the rear and thought if I could 
find the creek I could get home. After some time 
finally came on a trail and decided to follow it. 
It turned out to be the trail between our place and 
our neighbor to the north — and I got home just 
as the rain started. My husband, at that time, 
had a trucking job picking up cream to take toa 














creamery at Bluffton. He would go one day and 
return the next. Well, he was on one of those trips 
when I was out after the cattle, so had 1 not 
gotten home, he wouldn’t have known where to 
look for me. 

‘The ground out in our area didn’t seem to be 
very productive, at least, not the part we planted, 
so we decided to leave the homesteading business 
for others and we moved to a home which we 
rented from Vancel Misner and lived there for 
awhile until we finally moved in to Bluffton in the 
spring of 1937. And so ends our experience in 
Carlos country. 

In 1943 we moved up to Pouce Coupe, B.C. 
where I am still residing. Lou passed away on 
January 10, 1967 as the result of an accident. We 
have one son Stewart, who married Marg Price, 
and has three children, 





HOLLINGSWORTH, L — by D. and L. 
Hollingsworth 

Lee was born in the Gimlet district on the 
former Perry place, (which is now Bill 
Houston's). Lee went to several schools, Aurora, 
Gimlet, Faraway, Eckville, and Sylvan Lake. 
‘The winters were spent out at the saw mills. 

In 1953 Lee went to Nanton and spent the 
summer haying. In 1955 he rode horseback from 
Aurora to Coleman via Nordegg and Kootenay 
Plains. He stayed in the cabin on the White Rab- 
bit creek on the Plains then continued on down to 
Coleman, then north to the Twin City cabin 
where Old Barb Wire Johnny once lived. Four 
summers he was In the south haying on the A.7, 
Riley and Streeter ranches. While at Streeters he 
helped trail Brahma bulls in to the Calgary 
Stampede. These were the years Ivan, Joe and 
Ben Cornforth, Art Hopp, Don Bryanton, Bruce 
Johnson, Lawrence Richardson, and Bud Robin. 
on all used to head south for summer work on 
the ranches. 

For several summers Lee hauled gravel 








Four Generations of Hollngsworths, Stanley, Dick, Lee, and 
Monty 1989. 
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around Rimbey, Eckville, Red Deer and Han. 
na, 

‘In 1956 Lee and Doreen Oliver were married 
at the Gimlet Missionary Church. Doreen was 
born in Innisfail, Alberta and went to school at 
Pine View, (west of Bowden). In 1948 the Oliver 
family moved to Leslieville. 

Lee and Doreen have four children, Monty, 
Darcy, Angela and Rodney. All the children have 
attended Leslieville and David Thompson 
schools, and Monty and Darcy also went to 
school in Rimbey. The family are living on thelr 
farm in the Aurora district. 

‘The Hollingsworths have always been in- 
terested in rodeo. In 1967 and the following two 
years Lee donated rodeo stock for the Gimlet 
Stampede. Darcy has ridden in rodeos from 
‘White Court to Innisfail, and Rodney is now start- 
ing the circuit. Monty has driven chariots in 
races from points as far north as Vermilion 
south to Medicine Hat. Lee and Doreen have 
served as time keepers at various rodeos and 
Lee has judged pony chuck wagon races for four 


HOLLINGSWORTH, S — by D. Hollingsworth 

Stanley Hollingworth was born in Stettler in 
1911, He moved with his family to the Leedale 
area in 1919. He married Adaline Misner. 
Adaline was always known as “Babe”, and she 
had come to the Leedale area with her family 
from Alliance, Alberta. 

Stan and Babe's home place was the SE 36-41- 
5. Stanley worked on a gravel crusher for many 
summers and worked in the mills during the 
winter. In 195-46 they helped torun a restaurant 
in Sylvan Lake. 
Stan and Babe had three sons and one 
daughter, also 12_grandchildren. GILBERT 
married Lorraine Oliver, lives near Leedale and 
has a family of five. EARL married Alma Gray, 








aul Le, taney, Babe, Gilbert, Christmas 1963 








lives near Rocky Mountain House and has three 
children, LEE married Doreen Oliver, lives on 
the farm in the Aurora area and has four 
children, FAYE passed away in 1952 at the age of 
13 years 

Stanley died in 1966 and Adaline in 1968. 


HUHN FAMILIES — information from Mrs. 
Campbell 

‘August Huhn, his wife and son Harry, and 
grandson Raymond, originally came from’ East 
Germany. They purchased the Jim Pendergast 
quarter, SE 22-41-5, They were good gardeners 
Interested in improving thelr surroundings. They 
had apparently had a very productive farm in 
Germany but had been forced to leave 
everything behind. They came to this farm in the 
early 1950s then sold, and lived in Leslieville for 
awhile. Mrs. Huhn passed away in Rimbey and 
‘August eventually moved to Stettler. 

Eric Huhn, brother of August, and his wife 
and family, Dieder, Peter, Laura, Irene, and 
three more younger children lived on the NE 22 
and also the SW 2. Another daughter Mary had 
stayed in Germany. Soon after leaving the dis. 
trict the family returned to Germany for a visit 
but came back to Canada and are living at 
Thorsby, 














JOHNSTON, IVAL — by Viola Johnston 

Ival Johnston was born in Tacoma, 
Washington, U.S.A., the eldest son of Mrs. Lillian 
Fizer. The family moved from Washington to the 
Stettler district, and then arrived in the Carlos 
country in 1912. Ival and his brother Earl have 
many interesting tales to tell of their school days 
at the Aurora School — including the big pots of 
oatmeal porridge Miss Lees cooked up for the 
morning lunch for her pupils, 

Eventually Ival took up a homestead, SE 5-42. 
5.W3, and he, with his wife, the former Viola 
Gray, youngest daughter of the William Grays, 
lived'on this land in the Aurora district for 38 
years. 

Ival and Earl were avid hunters and excellent 
fishermen. We often went up to Medicine Lake to 
camp and fish for several days. The fish would 
be salted or smoked and would provide a tasty 
addition to the meals for months to come. We 
preserved moose, elk, and deer meat in sealers, 
and always had a good supply of canned wild 
berries for winter use as well as an abundance of 
them fresh during the berry-picking season. 
Cranberries and gooseberries were plentiful in 
the nearby swamp, and the surrounding hillsides 
produced buckets full of saskatoons, choke- 
cherries and pincherries, as well as blueberries, 
One winter Ival and I shot rabbits to sell to a fox 
farm, and every other day we would have a 
sleigh box full to sell 

In 1941 a big fire occurred at McTighe’s saw- 
mill. Ival had been working there, but had come 
home prior to the fire in order to work on the 
farm. Reports were broadcast on the radio about 
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the fire and we could see the reflection of flames 
in the sky. Joe Cornforth Sr. and I took two sad- 
die horses and rode about 15 miles up into the 
area but finally the smoke became so thick that 
we had to turn back. My brother-in-law, Earl 
‘Johnston, and two other men eventually walked 
out, but Earl was badly burned, especially his 
hands. He was unable to work most of that 
summer until his burns healed. He lost all his 
clothing and the bedding that he and Ival had 
used at the mill, but he felt very lucky to have 
come out alive himself. My brother, Earl Gray 
and his family were ali at the mill at this time, 
too, so you can imagine how worried all of us at 
home were. 

When the first oil well was drilled in the 
Carlos area west of us Ival had the job of trans. 
porting the men the last five miles into the rig 
site, since the roads were so muddy that cars and 
trucks could not travel. Ival used the tractor and 
a wagon or stoneboat for the job. 

Ival had a threshing machine and did a lot of 
custom threshing for the neighbors around the 
district until about 1963. During the winters he 
often did custom sawing, and often took his mill 
out west of Rocky Mountain House to saw logs. 

We left the farm in 1965 and moved to 
Eekville, where, the following day, my husband, 
Ival, passed away. I keep busy with my handi- 
crafts, as T enjoy doing creative projects. I also 
enjoy travel, my gospel work, and the com. 
panionship of my many friends in the Eckville 
district. 

Ival and I have seven children, 26 grand- 
children and 13 great-grandchildren. Our son 
Lester married Mary Connors of the Carlos dis- 
trict. They farm in the Leedale area and have a 
family of five children, Dorothy married Erwin 
Heringer. They farmed a half section west of our 
farm at Aurora for nearly 20 years, but now live 
in Eckville where Erwin is employed by the 
school division. They have a family of three 
children. Leroy is married to Marjie Brown of 
Leedale. He owns construction equipment, lives 
in the Rocky Mountain House area, and has a 
family of six. Lenore is married to Gene Steele, 
lives in Calgary, and has three children. Eleanor 
married Don Evernden of Rimbey and also lives 
in Calgary. She has twin daughters and a son, 
Glen married Gall Casey, lives in the Gimlet dis- 
trict, and has a family of three. (Three other 
children died in a car accident in 1965.) Lyal 
married Shella Kendrew of Eckville, lives in 

bey, and has three children. 


LIDDICOAT, CHARLIE AND PEARL. 

Charlie and Pearl homesteaded the NE 6-41-5 
In October 1929, selling to Lewis (Chief) Alberta 
in 1941. They had four children. Irene, Orville, 
Verna, Hazel. They went to Drumheller after 
eaving the district. 


LOWE, P. — by Ramona Stewart 
‘The Perey Lowe family purchased section 35- 
41.5 W5, six miles west of Leedale, and moved 



































there in November, 1951 from Blackfalds, Alber 


ta 

‘The family consisted of Percy, Verona 
Meivin 16, Ramona 11, Kenneth 7, and David 4 

The roads weren't too good and most people 
travelled by team and wagon, although we hac 
an old three ton truck that was pretty cold in the 
winter time. When we required our mail we 
walked two and one half miles to the Carlos posi 
office for it in the winter or, in the summer we 
rode the horse “Spud”. We borrowed the old pony 
from Jack Elliott in the summer of 1952 and hac 
the use of her for three years. Ramona and Spué 
were inseparable and had ‘many good timé 
together. During the years spent on the farm ir 
the Carlos area the children went to school at 
Aurora where Mrs. Beckett and Mrs. Emily 
‘Ames were the two teachers. The year of 1956-57 
Ramona went to David Thompson school for 
Grade 10. That was the year the school was built. 

Perey Lowe farmed the section of land he 
owned, and he also had a sawmill where he 
sawed lumber for several years. He had a cater 
pillar and cleared land for himself and some of 
the neighbors. 

Verona milked cows, and when necessary 
worked on the sawmill, picked berries, and had a 
big garden. She was a member of the Ladies 
Sewing Circle and she was often busy with com- 

pienies, bazaars, pie socials, Christmas 
concerts and so forth. 

We had skating parties in the winter time, on 
the beaver dams, over by Art Robinsons, and 
Carl Skorstengaards. We often walked the three 
or four miles to go for the evenings fun, and 
perhaps a welner roast. One night in particular 
that 1s recalled, Melvin and Ramona walked 
over to Freitags about three miles in the winter, 
and helped Albert, Robert, Ruth and Irene to 
wall paper the living room. We had a real ball 
before the evening was over. I often wonder how 
Mrs. Freitag ever put up with us, in those days 
but we certainly had fun, 

In 1956 MELVIN purchased land north of the 
‘Aurora School where he resided until just recent- 
ly when he sold it and bought an acreage west of 
Rimbey. 

RAMONA, went to work in the Eckville Drug 
Store in July, 1957. In 1959 she married Lawrence 
Stewart and’moved south west of Rocky Moun- 
tain House where they farm in the Strachan dis- 
trict, They have two daughters, Laurie age 16, 
and Carrie 12 years. 

KENNETH married Annie Nothotf of 
Eckviile in December, 1962 and they now reside 
in Fort St. John, B.C., where Ken is a cat 
operator. They have four children, Debby 14, 
Robert 13, Sandra 12, and Tammy 10. 

DAVID married Beverly Casey on July 27, 
1968 and they reside in Calgary with two children 
‘Tracy 6 and Troy 4. David has his own trucking 
and winch work business. 

VIRGINIA ARLENE was born in March, 1955 
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when the family lived at Aurora. She died in Ju: 
ly, 1955. Percy Lowe passed away in July, 1966. 
Verona has resided in Lacombe since 1958, 
where she worked in the hospital for many years. 
She then worked in the Senior Citizens Lodge for 
two years and also in the nursing home where 
she was head housekeeper. Verona resigned in 
December, 1972 when she married Eugene Lind- 
say, and they still live in Lacombe. Eugene 
works for Mels Paving Ltd. of Red Deer. 


8. A. LYONS FAMILY — by Fern Wolney 

‘Mr. and Mrs. S. A. Lyons came to the Leedale 
District in the early 1920's. Mrs. Lyons came 
from South Dakota and Mr. Lyons from Iowa, 
both in the United States. They purchased the 
NW 31-41-4.W5 from the Canadian Pacific 
Railway for the sum of $1,013.15. According to 
the contract, payments were to start in four 
years time, and run for ten years. The last pay- 
ment was to be made in 1946. Interest for this en- 
tire contract over a fourteen-year period 
amounted to only $310. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Lyons had a family of three sons 
and three daughters, all born in British Colum- 
ia except for Mary, who was born in Canmore, 
Alberta. Edith is now deceased. 

Mr. Lyons, called “Lon” or “'S. A." for short, 
had the cream route west of Leedale from 1945 to 
1964, He owned a 1928 Chevrolet truck which he 
used very often to take sick people to the 
hospital. Sometimes when he didn’t have any gas. 
he would go to a good neighbor and borrow 
enough to get the sick person to a hospital. Once 
he took Mrs. Heringer to hospital when there was 
no doctor to deliver her baby. He put a mattress 
and quilts Into the back of the old truck, made 
her comfortable, and got her there on time. He 
also had the experience of delivering a couple of 
babies where there was no doctor available. He 
took Charlie Elliot and Mrs. William Lees to 
hospital for appendix operations, Eileen Corn- 
forth, when she was very ill, and many others. 
He would also help take the school children to 
different school activities at Rocky Mountain 
House and at Leslieville, 

‘The Lyons family were musical, and often 
played at dances at Aurora and at Faraway. 
During the winters Mr. Lyons often worked at 
Varty’s and McTighe’s sawmills. He was too 
proud to go on relief, but seemed to do a fair job 
of providing for his family during the hungry 
thirties. During the earlier years he drove the 
school van at Pine Lake. The van was a buggy 
pulled by horses. 

‘Mrs. Lyons was a hard-working person and 
took care of the farm while he was away work- 
ing. She enjoyed creating handmade quilts, and 
always had boxes of washed and carded wool 
ready for another quilt. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Lyons celebrated thelr 50th 
wedding anniversary at the Aurora Hall in 
January, 1964. Mrs. Jack Elliott baked a wed. 
ding cake for the occasion. Mom and Dad en: 




















Mr. and Mrs. S.A. Lyons on their Sth Anniversary Janusry 1964, 


joyed visiting all the friends that came, and the 
Singing, musical selections and the short dance 
which ‘contributed to thelr pleasure on this 
special anniversary. They lived on thelr farm un. 
til 1966 and then had an auction sale and retired 
to Kamloops, B.C. Mr. Lyons passed away in 
1970 and Mrs, Lyons in 1972. 





MANNIX, WILLIAM JOSEPH AND VERA 
MERLE 

William Joseph, son of William Henry and 
Elizabeth Jane Mannix was born at Okotoks, 
Northwest ‘Territories, February 26, 1903, and 
moved with his folks to the Bingley district in 
1906. He took part of his schooling at the Beaver 
Flats school. 

Joe's first job was working for Frank Pet- 
tiford at the Valley Mill in 1916. He earned $2.50 
for a 10 hour day and had to pay $1 per day room 
and board and $.03 towards compensation. He 
took the last board that came through the mill 
when it closed in 1916. 

Alter the mill closed he worked for various 
farmers in the district until the fall of 1921 when 
he went to the United States to work in the wheat 
fields and picked apples before returning home. 
Joe worked for many lumber companies through 
the years; Jim McKechnie, Varty’s, Pheonix, 
Northwest Tie and Timber, and McTighe. 

Joe recalls his first trip through the Medicine 
River Valley in 1923. He was hired by Tom Skul- 
ly, for $7 a day, to drive him, with team and 
cutter, to Leedale; then on to Gilby to pick up 
hides. "They picked up at Louis Robinson's near 
Leedale then spent the night at Hugh Lindsay’s, 
who rented rooms for 35¢ a night, going on the 
next day to Frank Tarrabains at Gilby, then on to 
ship the hides by train from Eckville to Simpson 
and Lee, Fur Buyers in Calgary. Tom died dur- 
ing a fire which burned the McTighe Mill about 
25 miles west of Leedale in April 1941. He had 
holed up in a creek while the fire went over but 
died of exposure. 

‘The fall of 1925 five teams with bundle racks 
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left Leslieville to follow the stooking and 
threshing run on the Prairies. Four men, Joe, 
Ray Richardson, Percy Black and his hired man 
took five racks down as Norris, Joe's brother, 
was already there. Percy’s two outfits stopped at 
‘Trochu and Joe, Ray and Norris worked for Bill 
Ebel at Three Hills. They threshed with a steam 
engine fired with straw. There were bumper 
wheat crops that fall and it took them from 
September 3 to October 30 to thresh an area from 
eight miles north to six miles south of Three 
Hills. On October 31 Ray, Norris and Joe started 
for home camping two or three miles south of 
Pine Lake. It got so cold that night, 30 below F., 
that they had to take turns keeping the fire 
‘burning so they didn’t freeze. It proved to be the 
coldest day that winter of 1925-26, 

The spring of 1925 Joe bought a team of three 
year olds, (Percheron and Morgan breeding) at 
Dave Conigar’s Sale, northwest of Hespero for 
$19.50 a piece. He broke them the next spring and 
Maggie and Jiggs made the trip to the Prairies 
on bundle wagons in the fall of 1926, '27 and "28. 

In 1929 Joe took his first eight hour day job 
which was with Royalite in the Oil Fields of 
Turner Valley. He and his brother, Norris, were 
plant employees and worked riveting ‘tanks 
together. They got $5 for elght hours of work. 
‘They finished work at five o'clock so took jobs 
stooking grain for farmers in the area after 
hours. 

In 1930 Joe decided to try his hand at farming 
for himself so he rented the George Joy's farm in 
the Condor district where he lived until the 
spring of 1933 when he purchased the Wilson Cox 
farm (S.E. 2-42-5-W5) in the Carlos district. He 
then homesteaded the S.W. 1-42-5-W5. There he 
met and married Vera Merle Pendergast on 
June 2, 1934. 

Vera Merle, daughter of Samuel Thomas and 
Sarah Woods Pendergast, was born in her grand- 
parents’ log house, 16 miles south-east of In- 
nisfail at Horse Shoe Lake, Alberta, October 20, 
1908. She took her schooling at Horse Shoe Lake 
and moved with her family to the Carlos district 
May 14, 1931. She, being the eldest, helped her 
folks on the farm and was on call for any friend, 
neighbor or relative who needed help, sometimes 
receiving pay, sometimes not. 

‘June 2, 1934 she and Joe went by team and 
democrat’ to Leslieville, then by train to Red 
Deer to be married 

“Then the little mistakes started”; 

Betty Merle was born March 10, 1935; William 
Dale was born June 22, 1936; Russel Lee was 
born September 6, 1937; Shirley Joan was born 
June 27, 1939. All were born In the St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Rimbey. Hospital bills were paid not 
only in cash but with produce. The hospital 
canned their own fruits and vegetables, so would 
take most anything as payment. 

They recall one trip to Lacombe in 1940 with 
Mrs. Nugent. They went with Mrs. Nugent and 
Mrs. Lindsay to a Field Day at the Experimental 














Station and upon returning they ran into rain at 
Rimbey about eight o'clock in the evening. The 
road was so slippery they had to tle ropes on the 
car and hold it from slipping into the ditch. They 
caught up to Mr. Skoreiko about three miles east 
of Leedale stuck in the middie of the road. By 
pushing his car with Mrs. Nugent's they both 
managed to get to Leedale where Mr. Skorelko 
turned north and they continued west, arriving 
home at 3 a.m. taking seven hours to go 20 miles, 

In 1941 Joe hired the Wolney Brothers to 
break and dise down three acres of land. After 
brush harrowing it, (cut willows, tied together 
and pulled with horses to smooth the land) he 
had Vera drive the team while he hand seeded 
this land from the back of a wagon with the first 
Altaswede Clover seeded in the Aurora district, 
He then rented the land to Ralph Johnston, ex- 
cept the hay land and nothing was done with the 
clover. In the spring of 1943 it was such a mass 
they burned it off. The clover came back so thick 
they had a terrible time haying it. 

‘May 16, 1942 Joe, Vera and family moved to 
Sylvan Lake where Joe, with the help of Maggie 
and Jiggs, delivered ice, milk and wood. In 1944 
Jiggs became a celebrity when he led the 
Orangeman’s Parade in Sylvan Lake and Red 
Deer. In 1945 they built a new home in Sylvan 
Lake which is now owned by Bob and Shirley 
Pickering. 

‘On February 28, 1946 one more little Mannix 
was added to the family with the arrival of Carol 
Anne. 

About 1943 Joe went to work for Forest Plow- 
man delivering Imperial oil and gas and did odd 
jobs of carpentry until 1953 when he returned to 
the farm at Carlos. Vera and Carol spent 
summers on the farm but did not move there un- 
til 1959. Carol receiving her schooling at Sylvan 
Lake, Aurora, Leslieville and David Thompson, 
Over'the years Joe served on the Aurora School 
Board many times. 








Mannix family, 1959, Bety, Joe, Dale, Vera, Lee, Carol and 
shire. 
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Betty married Charles Albert June 2, 1953. 
‘They had three girls and two boys, Wendy, 
Peggy, Brian, Duane and Cindy. Cindy was 
taken from them in an accident September 12, 
1975. They reside at Sylvan Lake. 

Dale married Shirley Popiichuk September 
25, 1958. They have two girls and one boy, Shari, 
Connie and Randy. They reside at Sylvan Lake, 

Shirley married Robert Pickering November 
22, 1957. ‘They have two sons, Daryl and Darren, 
and reside at Sylvan Lake. 

Lee married Carrol Belt May 18, 1962. They 
have two girls and two boys, Vernita, Dallas, 
Wade and Carrie, and reside at Leedale. 

Carol Anne is still single living in Red Deer. 

In February 1962, Joe and Vera sold their 
farm to Lawrence May and after living a short 
time in Leslieville retired to Sylvan Lake where 
they still reside. 


MAY, LAWRENCE 

In'the fall of 1961, I, Lawrence May, moved 
from Mantarlo, Saskatchewan to my new farm 
in the Aurora District. It was the former farm of 
Mr. Joe Mannix and my new home quarter 
number was S.E. 2-42-5.W. 

Coming from the prairie, where I was 
bothered with hay fever, it was & nice surprise to 
find it disappearing in the Alberta air. Another 
welcome change was the amount of rain fall we 
recelved that first year but sometimes, to my 
dismay, It never seemed to know when to stop. 

In August of 1962 I married the the former 
Joan Stevenson of Flaxcombe, Saskatchewan 
and we moved a trailer onto our farm. After be. 
ing used to power, water and telephone it seemed 
we were homesteading, without these con. 
veniences. Out came the flat irons, coal oil lamps 
and yesteryear’s appliances, 

‘The next couple years were busy ones. Joan 
was teaching school at Leslieville and I was busy 
building a barn, fences, etc. and trying to milk a 
herd of Holstein cows, no mean feat for a young 
man who didn’t know one end of a cow from the 
other. Those winters were bad ones and it was a 
‘common occurrence for Jack or Milton Elliot to 
take Joan to the schoo! bus in their democrat, as 
our road invariably was blocked with snow 

Our first son, James Darren, was born June 
13, 1964 at Eckville Hospital and Joan became a 
full time wife and mother. 

In the winter of 1965 we bought a Pembina 
Pipe line house and had it moved down from 
Buck Creek 

Then, was no different from ‘now’ and there 
was always lots of work to be done on the farm. 

On September 21, 1966 we had a baby girl, 
Debbie Ann, to add to our family 

About this time I decided milking cows was 
not my cup of tea and slowly started a range cow 
herd. The next few winters were spent working 
on rigs up north. Believe it or not, the highlight of 
my wife's socal life those years was the ‘fence 
line phone’, installed between our place and Jack 




















Elliot's. It was there in case Joan needed help,  MePHERSON, JABEZ AND ZELLA —as told to 











ut the tingle of the phone could be heard mor. John Little 
ning, noon or night. ‘Jabez. was born in 1879. He came from Clark 
Gn September 12, 1969 we had another baby, County, Wisconsin, U.S.A. He came to Canada in 
Lisa Dawn, and that winter I stopped working 1900. Zella Melissa Osgood was born near 
away from home. Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1891. She came to 
‘The years have a way of blending one into Canada on’ the last day of January 1902. They 
another and us remembering them by what has _were united in marriage on September 15, 1909. 
happened, In 1970, Darren started school at They made their home around the Bentley dis- 
Leslieville, riding the bus to and fro each day. trict 
Nineteen seventy-one and 1972 were years In 1913 it is belleved they started up the first 
spent fencing, picking roots, burning brush piles _ sawmill in township 41-5 located by the spring on 
and all the other jobs to be found on the farm. the NW 17-41-5 to mill the pine and spruce on the 
Clearing land is a never-ending job on a new quarter. It was, as most mills, driven by a steam 
place and you just get finished to start again. engine, which’ was run by Dick Sambrooke. 
I purchased the Robb Ervin quarter, S.W.2- Jabez was the sawyer, also an edger was used. 
42-5-W.5, in 1972 to add to our place. This gaveme John Whitesell ran the planer. It was believed to 
high ground plus a year around spring, which I have turned out about 10,000 feet of planed 
needed. lumber a day which was hauled to Bentley and 
It was now Debbie's turn to start school at __Eckville. Most of the freighting was done by 
Leslieville and Lisa followed in 1975. Charlie Whitesell and Wilbur. Charlie hauled the 
‘The past few years Joan has been teaching at_ _ lumber with his horses to Gilby and Wilbur took 
Condor; the children have become involved in _over the load with his horses and finished hauling 
after-school activities and my leisure hours are _the load to Bentley where most of the lumber was 
spent coaching a minor hockey team at Eckville _ sold. However, some of the lumber was hauled to. 
during the winter and taking part in other com- _—_‘Eckville. Charlie Whitesell was also one of the 
munity affairs the rest of the year. {irst homesteaders in the township, taking up the 
It’s funny when one looks backward how the SE 4-41.5-W5 in July 1906. A brother of Charlie's, 
hardships of yesterday can bring back feeling Delbert who worked at the mill, homesteaded the 
of nostalgia today. NW 4-41.5-W5 in May 1907. 
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Jaber and Zella McPherson on their wedding day, September 15, 
1998 


There was a second mill site started around 
1920 on the NE 20-41-5-W5. Very little is known 
except that Jabez had to buy equipment as he 
had sold his machinery after the milling was 
finished on the first site as there was no intention 
of his sawing again. He had been on a pienic and 
seeing the stand of timber, he could not resist the 
urge to go sawmilling again. So he went to 
Lacombe to the forestry office and obtained a 
permit to mil 

‘The logging was contracted to Robert E. 
Hayward who employed other local 
homesteaders to cut the trees. 

Mrs. Zella McPherson cooked for the crew 
with the help of Mrs. (Dick) Vivian Sambrooke. 
She remembers canning 500 quarts of fruit one 
summer which was taken out in the wagon box of 
oats, which was for the horses. Not one jar of 
fruit was broken, 

Some of the crew was made up of Charlie An- 
drews, Frank Andrews, William Gray, William 
McPherson. The others are unknown, 


MORE NOTES on the fire. Information from 
Jack Elliot 

Jack recalls that there were about 10,000 logs 
that had been cut, skidded and decked, that 
burned down to heaps of ashes. Can you imagine 
the man hours of work that had gone Into getting 


those logs on the roll ways, only to see them burn 
up? 

‘As mentioned in the previous story, Mr. 
Montgomery rushed to the creek for safety. 
What made his ordeal so harrowing was the fact 
that nearby was a pile of between 2,000 to 3,000 
logs that burned. Quite some ‘‘camp fire”, eh?? 

It was only a miracle that saved the families 
who were escaping. If the fire had been but 10 
minutes ahead of them they would never have 
made it. Had only one large tree fallen across 
thelr path it would have cut off their exit. After 
the fire it took thousands of cuts to clean all the 
fallen trees and debris from the trail to make it 
usable again, 

Jack led Maurice MeTighe from the mill to 
Clarence Roberts. His eyes were practically 
swollen shut from the exposure to smoke. Ro- 
berts fed them and bedded them down, and the 
Mounties brought them out home the following 
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PENDERGAST, SAMUEL THOMAS AND 
SARAH WOODS — by Sam Pendergast — 1963 

Sam Pendergast came from Ontarlo to 
homestead in the Horse Shoe Lake district in 
1900, On July 24th, 1907 he married Sarah Woods 
Jardine. Born to them were 11 children, nine sur- 
viving, namely: Vera Merle, born October 20, 
1908; Thelma Olive, born February 16, 1910; Har: 
mon Russell, born November 10, 1912; James 
Willard Donald, born February 16, 1915; Alma 
Ruth, born May 5, 1917; Lois Anna, born August 
13, 1919; Phyllis, born April 1, 1924; Kenneth 
Hugh, born May 14, 1926; and Margaret Marie, 
born September 23,' 1930. 

In 1981 they moved to the Carlos district to 
homestead the N.E. 31-41-5-W.5, but lived on the 
Hanna place, N.E. 6-42-5-W.5, while proving up 
the homestead. Sam logged the first winter they 
were here and built a log house the next spring, 

Alma and Lois attended the Aurora school a 
short time then took correspondence as it was 
more convenient. Phil, Hugh and Marg attended 
the Lone Deer school. Sam helped build the addi 
tion onto the Aurora school. 

‘They farmed at Carlos until 1940 when they 
moved to Innisfail where Sam worked as a 
carpenter until he retired. He worked at the 
Bowden Air Port in 1943-1944, 

Vera married Joe Mannix, June 2, 1934, They 
reside at Sylvan Lake. 

Olive married William Harrison, October 14, 
1933. They reside at Bowden. 

Russ married Jess Erskine in December, 
1935. They reside at Lantzville, B.C. 

Jim married Jean Reid December 10, 1937. 
‘They reside at Prince George, British Columbia. 

Alma (Toots) married Gordon Gray, June 8, 
1937. They farmed in the Carlos district until 
Gordon's ‘passing in 1974. Alma now resides in 
Eckville, 

Lois (Bon) married Clarence Gray, July 19, 
1931. They reside in Rocky Mountain House. 














Phyllis married F. Stewart Quartly, 
November 6, 1946. Stewart died January 5, 1968 
at Innisfail, Phyllis now resides in Red Deer. 

Hugh married Lanka Garnick, March 25, 
1950. They reside in Rimbey, 

Margaret resides in Innisfail. 

Sam spent his retired years visiting friends 
and relatives, traveling in his little Anglia car. It 
is said that he found a new relative every trip. He 
‘was like a newspaper, for each stop he gathered 
information to carry on and left the news he had 
of previous stops. He slept away at Innisfail on 
September 9, 1965. 

Sarah being {ll and losing her eyesight, didn't 
travel but remained at Innisfail and later in the 
Red Deer Nursing Home until her passing April 
30, 1970. 

In his later years, Sam turned his hand to 
writing poems, one being; 

This is Alberta 

While winter’s grip is holding 

We look foreward to the spring, 

When the ice and snow have vanished 

And the birds begin to sing. 

We look for the leaves and flowers, 

To brighten up the land. 

It’s the wonderful plan of nature, 

Just the touch of the Master’s hand. 

When busy hands have planted 

‘The good seed in the soil, 

Farmers wait with hope and patience, 

*Till rewarded for their toil. 

When with the rain and sunshine 

‘There is grain o'er all the land, 

‘Then the farmers reap the harvest, 

From the touch of the Master’s hand. 

‘The comes along the Autumn, 

When the leaves have turned to gold. 

As the sun is setting in the West, 

What a beautiful sight to behold. 

‘Time comes for the summer to take a rest, 

‘The ground to be covered with snow, 

For the Northern Lights to brighten the sky, 

With their white and golden glow. 

‘The wonderful beauty of nature, 

When there’s peace o’er all the land, 

Let us stop and think it’s all been done, 

By a touch of the Master's hand. 











RANDALL, W. A. — by Florence Randall 

‘Arne William Randall, my husband for over 
31 years passed away August 6, 1977. He was a 
man proud of his four children’ and two 
grandchildren, and a man proud of his Finnish 
heritage. He was a man who appreciated life and 
lived it to the fullest; a man who loved three 
things above all: his home; his work; and the 
sea. This handsome, dignified man’ of high 
morals bore a graciousness few men have. 

Our married life was as complete and 
beautiful as any married life could have been, 
We had ups and downs. But from every down we 
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learned to cope better with the next down as well 
as to appreciate our many ups. We lived more in 
our married life than many couples in thelr com- 
bined lifetimes. Everything we desired or 
endeavored to accomplish we did. There are no 
regrets. And nothing unfinished. 

‘Arne consoled much more than he sought to 
be consoled which was evidenced by the 
‘thousands of students who sought his counsel. As 
one student wrote to him *‘You have been willing 
to be whatever person we needed at the time: 
sometimes a father; sometimes a friend; always 
a teacher and advisor.’ 

Where there was hatred he endeavored to sow 
love; where there was injury, he pardoned, 
Where there was doubt he encouraged faith, and 
where sadness he gave joy. Wherever there was 
despair he provided hope. His blind student, 
Harry Cordellis, wrote, “You opened the door for 
me to a beautiful world. 

As a leading educator he created an environ- 
ment where learning had to take place beause he 
cared about people. As a student wrote, “I am 
sure you do not remember every student whose 
life you have entered and effected, but 
be aware that a spark of you lives wi 
us." 

‘Arne was not a religious man, as such, but he 
lived the Ten Commandments. Our family’s 
philosophy has become our religion. We believe 
in a higher power, but we also believe in a con- 
sclousness which enables man to realize the 
oneness of the Universe, to sense the presence in 
it and throughout it and to comprehend that love 
is the rule and basis of the Cosmos — or a cosmic 
consciousness. 

We believe in reincarnation. Arne and I and 
the other members of our family have been 
together many times and will be together again, 
Death is merely a short separation. Arne has 
shed his bodily clothing and walked from one 
room into another far more beautiful 

‘Two weeks before Arne passed on he ex- 
perienced a few moments of supreme illumina- 
tion. This experience, or revelation as he ex. 
pressed it, no doubt clarified his thinking about 
life and death and a higher power. Perhaps this 
is why the night before passing away he asked 
for a priest. Mass was said for Arne in California 
the following morning, as well as in Polson. 

Walt Whitman asked himself, “Is it lucky to 
be born?” He answered his own question, “It is 
just as lucky to die."” We can only feel that Arne 
‘was lucky too — after a seven-month bout with 
cancer. 

‘The rest of our family will carry on until we 
meet again. 














RICHARDSON, ED. — by Florence Elliot 
Born in Saratoga, Minnesota, Ed Richardson 
came to Canada as a young man and worked for 
a few years in the Alliance and Daysland district 
of Alberta 
On February 








, 1908 he married May Misner 








Bd Richardson 


at Daysland. To this union were born 10 children, 
Hazel, George, Ella, Charlie, Alleen, Marjorie, 
Lawrence and Florence, (twins) Edna, Harvey 
Ella passed away at the age of seven and Charlie 
as a baby and they were both buried at Forest. 
burg where the folks were living at the time. 
Harvey was born after they came to Leedale and 
was a baby of two or three weeks when he passed 
away and is buried in Leedale Cemetery. 

Many dry years and hard times forced the 
Richardsons to make a change and hope things 
would be better. In the spring of 1929 they moved 
to the Aurora district five miles west of Leedale 
where they settled on the SE 36-415 and made 
their home there for several years. At that time 
there was only a trail from Leedale west and 
many springs the high waters from the Gimlet 
Creek or Medicine River made it almost impossi- 
ble to get to the store at Leedale. 

Hazel and George were finished school when 
we arrived in the district, so Aileen, Marjorie, 
Lawrence and myself, (Florence) attended 
school at Aurora. Edna Was too young, but joined 
in later. We rode horseback to school and Aurora 
being built at the top of a hill, it meant one thing 
— the kid on the back end of the horse always slid 
off, (that was me) and I don’t ever recall riding 
to the top — I walked! 

In the winter we were driven to school. The 
district neighbors took turns taking us and the 
teacher. I recall one time when we were upset 
right in front of the school, teacher, kids, books, 
luneh buckets and blankets, a real show. We kids 
and the driver thought it was real funny, but the 
teacher thought It was done on purpose and was 
quite upset about it all. 

Later on we moved farther south and went to 
Washington Heights School. We were older then 
and we walked to school two and a half miles, 
‘The school children used to take turns and did 
the janitor work for which we were paid $5 a 
month. In the winter we had to be there an hour 
before the rest of the children to get the fire go- 
ing and hope to have the school warm before the 
others got there. Those were the days! 
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HAZEL, married Ordell Murphy and they 
lived in the Bingley district. They had seven 
children. Del passed away, and Hazel and the 
family moved to Rocky. After her family were 
all married and on their own, Hazel married a 
widower, Earl Gray. Hazel passed away in June 
1972. 

GEORGE never married. He went overseas 
in 1943 and was wounded while in service. When 
he came back he settled in the Bingley district 
also. He passed away April 2, 1972. 

AILEEN married Eugene Lindsay and lived 
in the Aurora district where she raised a family 
of five children. She passed away October 6, 1971. 

MARJORIE married Richard (Dick) Owens, 
lives at Cloverdale, B.C., and has raised a family 
of eight children. 

LAWRENCE never married but he makes his, 
home in the Leedale district. He has a house and 
a lot there. 

FLORENCE, (that is myself), married Jack 
Elliot, May 3, 1943 and we have six children and 
live in the Aurora district (Special Note — 
Florence passed away on December 9, 1977) 

EDNA married Victor Misner, they live in the 
Last West district and have six children. 

Dad Richardson passed away in 1946 and 
mother passed away in 1952, 














ARTHUR ROBB FAMILY — by Florence 
(Robb) Bobier 

Arthur Robb was the eldest son of William 
and Bertha Robb. He came with the family from 
Langley Prairie, B.C. in 1914. 

In 1923 Arthur filed on the SE 20-41-5-Ws. 
(This is the quarter more recently owned by his 
nephew, Leonard). This land had been part of the 
J. B. McPherson's timber berth. When it was 
opened for homesteading, Arthur filed on it im- 
mediately. He didn’t live on it, although the boys 
built a log building on it which was convenient. 

Arthur's father had bought the Soltiz quarter, 
SW 27-41.5-W5, from Archie McKinnon in 
Leslieville. (He was a real estate agent, and 
loaned money, too). This transaction was atound 
194 or thereabouts. After father's death in 1929 
Arthur got the Soltiz quarter, and about four 
years later he abandoned his homestead so that 
his brother Harry could have that quarter. 

Arthur was married June 9, 1927. His wife, 
Beth, had been born in London, England, had 
worked in Toronto, and then came to Red Deer to 
nurse at the Provincial Training School. 1 was 
working there, also, for a time, and while there I 
met Beth, and eventually introduced her to my 
brother. Because our father would not hear tell 
of Arthur living away from home, he and Beth 
went to Red Deer, got married and Arthur got 
work there. They didn’t come back to Carlos un- 
til father’s funeral In October, 1929. 

Beth and Arthur had two children, Clarence 
and Margaret. Beth belonged to the Ladies’ Club 
and Arthur was active on the school board. 
Arthur built the four-roomed, two-storey log 








‘Clarence and Margaret Robb with thei dog Ginger 1939 


house, with the verandah, that still stands on that 
land, although no longer occupied. 

‘Arthur farmed until 1941 when he had a farm 
auction sale and moved to Sylvan Lake, About 
this time he joined the army. After his discharge 
the family moved to the coast, where Margaret 
married Bruno Wieler. They have two daughters 
and a son. Clarence aiso married, and has four 
sons. He is a postman in Kamloops, B.C. 

Later on, Arthur and Beth moved to Rutland 
in the Okanagan Valley, then in about 1958 or so 
they moved back to the coast to White Rock. 

‘Arthur passed away July 5, 1969, and his wife, 
Beth, died the following spring. 





















































ROBB, HARRY — by Janet Robb | 
Henry Joseph Robb, (Harry), was the 
youngest son of William Robb. He was born i 
September 5, 1896 at Langley, B.C., one of twins, 
His twin brother Howard’ Stephen died in 
February 1901 at the age of 4/ 
Harry came to Alberta with his parents, 
brother Arthur, and sister Florence in June 1914. 
He was drafted into the army during the first 
World War. While training at Petawawa Camp in 
Ontarlo in early 1918 he became sick with 
Pneumonia. Had it not been for his friend Bert 
Baxter finding him so ill, he would likely have | 
died. When he was well enough to travel he was 
discharged and sent home, but was a long time 
recovering. | 
He would work in the bush at McPherson's | 
lumber mill in the winter. He also worked with 
farmers during the summer months. He liked 
horses and usually sported a good saddle horse. 
When Arthur Robb returned from Toronto to 
take over the family farm, he abandoned his 
homestead in Harry’s favour. When the Tom 
Skorstengaard family arrived in the district, 
they rented Harry’s farm until they had a house 
built to live in on their own land, 
Harry was united in marriage to Marion 








Marion and Harry Robb Leonard, Norma, and Howard 














Alma Laye in 1934. Marion was born April 23, 
3901 near Wiggins Lancashire, England. She was 
the eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
Laye, who settled in the area between Leedale 
and Rimbey. Marion came to Canada, by boat, 
when she was five years old. 

Harry and Marion lived for many years on 
Harry’s homestead farm. Later they moved a 
half mile farther north to NW 21 which was 
purchased from Herb and Wilf Dale, the land 
where their son Howard and family still live. 

‘They worked hard through the years, and 
built up thelr farm. They purchased one of the 
first tractors to be used for farming in the dis. 
trict, a new John Deere model AR. 

Harry and Marion have three children — Nor. 
ma, Howard and Leonard and fourteen 
grandchildren. 

NORMA married Harvey Stewart and now 
lives on a farm at Bluffton. They have three 
children — Leslie, who is married; and Ronnie 
and Marilyn. 

HOWARD married Janet Wilson. They have 
six children. 

LEONARD married Debra Wilson and they 
have five children, 

Harry passed away in Red Deer hospital 
September 18, 1952. For many years Marlon 
lived on the farm with her sons. She eventually 
retired to the Rimbey nursing home where she 
resided until her passing on July 23, 1974, 


ROBB, HOWARD 

Howard Stanley Robb was born May 28, 1938, 
the oldest son of Harry and Marion Robb. He 
took his schooling mostly at Washington Heights, 
but also attended Aurora for a short time. 

At the age of 14 years, after the death of his 
father in 1952, he and his ten year old brother 
Leonard, undertook to carry on the farming 
operation. They would go to school through the 
day, and as soon as they got home, they would 
head for the fields, sometimes working till after 
midnight to get the land seeded in the spring and 
harvested in the fall. They cared for a herd of 
cattle and put up the hay for their winter feeding. 





































‘The Robb Brothers - Howard and Leonard, about the tine they 
arte farming 





A few years after their father passed away, 
their mother, Marion, was stricken with 
paralytic stroke, and invalided. So for many 
years the boys cared for their mother as well. 

For several years the Robb brothers, Freitag 
brothers and Carl Skorstengaard jointly owned a 
threshing machine and all worked together at 
harvest time. 

In 1965 Howard and Leonard purchased a 
‘cat”” and entered into the construction business. 
ince then Howard has worked throughout the 
north central Alberta region on road construc- 
tion and oll field work. 

‘On December 20, 1963, Howard married Janet 
Wilson, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs 
Woodrow Wilson of Bingley. Howard and Janet 
have six children, and now live on the farm his 
parents once lived on. Their children are 
Pamela, Angela, Becky, Sheldon, Monica and 
Sherman. 


ROBB, LEONARD 
Leonard Franklin Robb was born April 30, 
1942, the second son of Harry and Marion Robb. 
He took all his schooling at Washington Heights. 
Leonard’s childhood was cut short by the 
death of his father when he was only 10 years old 
Leonard started in at the age of 10 and along 
with his brother Howard, they farmed their 

















Leonard owned the quarter sec- 
tion his father had first owned, the SE 20-41-5. 

Leonard was united in marriage to Debra 
‘Wilson on January 8, 1966. Debra is the third 
daughter of Mr. and’ Mrs. Woodrow Wilson of 
Bingley. Leonard and Debra have five children; 
Kevin, Calvin, Dean, Denise, and Melanie. 

For several years Leonard and his family 
lived in a mobile home on the-home place. In Oc- 
tober 1968, an oll heater fire completely 
destroyed their home and contents. For the next 
six years the family rented the William Lees 
buildings. Leonard’s mother lived with the fami- 
ly for several of these years before retiring to 
Rimbey. 

Leonard has sold his quarter of land to the Bill 
Mellwraith family, and now resides on an 
acreage near Oras. In 1965 he went into the road 
and oil field construction business with his 
brother. He now works independently, and owns 
and operates "Len’s Enterprises”, a company of 
heavy equipment machines. He also owns a few 
head of horses. Horses were something his father 
was always Interested in too. 


WILLIAM ROBB AND ED BOBIER FAMILIES 
— by Florence (Robb) Bobier 

‘liam Robb was born in Fergus, Ontario, 
and his wife, Bertha, was born in Belleville, On- 
tario. They married and lived at Langley 
Prairie, B.C. In May 1914 William Robb came to 
Alberta to look for land in the Peace River coun- 
try. When he went to the land office in Calgary he 
was directed to the country north of Leslieville. 































































He chose the SE 22-41-5-W5, then went back to 
Calgary and filed on it. This land had been aban- 
doned by Carlos Sleeper, an earlier homesteader 
from North Dakota, U.S.A. Mr. Sleeper had built 
a building 16’ by 32° intending to have a store 
business. He tried, but with little success. He 
also tried to get a post office, but before that was 
completed he became discouraged and handed it 
all over to Jalmer Ostrem and his wife, and 
returned to North Dakota. 

In June 1941, the Robb family came, bag and 
baggage, to Alberta. My brothers, Arthur and 
Harry, and a friend of theirs, came in the boxcar 
with four horses and household goods and some 
farm implements, besides furniture of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hayward. ‘The boxcar was shipped to 
Blackfalds, then had to be unloaded and the 
things freighted by wagon and teams from there 
to Carlos, a distance of about 50 miles. 

My oldest sister, Bertha (Mrs. Harry Patter- 
son) was left behind in Vancouver, B.C. My other 
sister, Ethel, was away to St. Paul, Minnesota, 
U.S.A. visiting relatives when we moved. She 
later came to visit at home when she returned 
from St. Paul. A few years later she married 
Frank Bain at Hardisty, Alberta, and they made 
Edmonton their permanent home. 

My mother and myself, Florence, then a 
young girl of 11 years, came by C.P.R. to Red 
Deer. We took a stagecoach from there to Bur- 
bank, where we caught the C.N.R. going west. 
We arrived in Leslieville some time in the night, 
found our way to the Hopkins Hotel and after 
supper we went to bed. The next morning Mrs. 
Hayward and four children (our travelling com: 
panions) started off for Carlos in one vehicle, 
and Mother and I in another. We had a spanking 
fine team of drivers and buggy all from the 
livery barn. We were the first passengers over 
that “rocky road to Dublin.” It was a drive of 
some 10 miles over muskeg and rough roads, 
Arrangements were made for Mother and me to 
sleep at a neighbor's, Mrs. Ostrem’s, home. Nils 
Satterland, another neighbor, gave up his home 
80 we two families could use it until our houses 
were ready to use. 

‘The second day after we arrived Mother and I 
decided, after breakfast at Mrs. Ostrem’s, to 
walk the mile to our house. There it was, sitting 
on the top of a hill —no trees, and well exposed to 
the wind from all directions. We took a look 
around. The yard was strewn with tin cans, 
Paper and garbage. Inside, the floor wasn’t too 
dirty. There was a single board partition across 
the center of the house, but no ceiling and no win- 
dows. We saw a ladder-type stairway up the west 
end of the house and a hole in the floor was the 
‘ay upstairs. Once we had climbed the 
talrway”’, we found that one end had been used 
for a hay mow and chickens. We swept and did 
our best, but soap and hot water were badly 
needed. 

‘The load containing our stove, beds, and some 
cooking utensils finally arrived and we moved 











into our house, To erect the stove was the first 
major job, as it required six feet of stovepipe for 
a chimney. The Hayward family occupied the 
ast room downstairs, and we slept upstairs, 
while the kitchen was Shared by all 11 persons, 
until the Haywards had erected a building to 
move into. In this new country we soon learned 
we had unwanted company at night. People who 
were no longer in the country had had bed bugs 
— and we packed them home in our clothes. The 
legs of the beds were set in cans of coal oli and 
the beds were searched regularly for these 
creatures. We could often find them in the desks 
at school, 

‘That first winter, Arthur and Harry got work 
at McPherson's mill nearby. Before they went to 
work at the mill, though, they went hunting 
somewhere west of Herman Freitag’s 
homestead. They shot a deer, hung it in a tree 
and came home. Harry collapsed about one-half 
mile from home. Arthur came home and Father 
went back to help Harry home. Early next day 
Arthur and his father drove back and brought the 
deer home. This was a real treat added to the 
bread and flour gravy which had been our daily 
diet. For breakfast rolled oats and bread, dinner, 
bread and gravy, supper the same. Occasionall 
we had a meal of boiled beans for a change of 
diet. We didn’t even have potatoes that first 
summer. When Arthur had worked in the mill for 
awhile he got a sack of potatoes for wages. We 
learned that the potato water in which the 
Potatoes had been cooked improved the flour 
gravy when added to it. Without even one bite to 
eat, Father drove over 25 miles in the spring of 
1915 to find potatoes for seed. After that year we 
had plenty of potatoes. We aie a lot of rabbits in 
the first winter, but when they became diseased 
we stopped eating them. The next year we had a 
garden; turnips, carrots and parsnips made a 
welcome addition to our meals. It was two years 
before we had milk. Father bought a cow at a 
sale, She wasn’t a good milker, but even that lit- 
tle was a big help. It also added butter to our 
menu. There was no trouble with water, although 
it had to be hauled in barrels from a nearby 
spring. A cold job on a winter day, but it was 
good, pure water. 

In the summer of 1915 Father and Arthur 
went to Vulean to work in the harvest with two 
teams and two racks. During their stay there, 
one of the horses got loose, and died from eating 
too much wheat from a bin. Shortly after this, the 
other horse died, and this was quite a severe loss, 
Father came home with the remaining team and 
rack, and Arthur stayed to earn more money. 

‘Two years later Mother was offered the post 
mistress Job, at a salary of $100 per year. The 
company and social side of the job meant con- 
siderable to her, as she couldn't get out among 
the people, and this job brought them to her. She 
kept this job for the next 19 years, and Father got 
the job of carrying the mail at the same tim« 

‘There was no school for me to attend that first 











































Wiliam and Mrs, Robb with Arthur, Hany and Ethel and 
Daughter 1922 


summer. However, by 1915 Nils Satterland 
offered his house for a schoolroom and a teacher 
was hired. By 1917 our Washington Heights 
School had been built and I finished my grade 
schooling there. In 1930 I went to Three Hills BI- 
ble College. 

Mother missed her church connections and 
felt that there should be some witness in the 
neighborhood. Both Mother and Father were 
raised Presbyterians in Ontario. They wrote to 
the Presbyterian Board in Red Deer and in 1920 
William Wilson of McGill University was sent out 
for the summer months. Sunday services were 
held fairly regularly for the next five years, In 
1933 I held Sunday School in Washington Heights, 
then in the afternoon I walked over to Aurora, 
four miles away, for another service. I would eat 
a lunch along the roadside. 

In the spring of 1927 Arthur got married in 
Red Deer and worked there for the next two or 
three years. In the fall of 1929 our father was ad. 
mitted to the Red Deer Hospital. He was 
operated on for cancer of the stomach, but died 
October 11, 1931. He is buried in the Leslieville 
Cemetery. 

‘Mother and I stayed alone on the farm for the 
next year. We hired Charlie Ambury to help with 
outside work. Arthur and his family arrived in 
the late fall of 1930 to take over the work on the 
farm, and they lived with Mother while I went to 
Bible College. A year later when I came home T 
found Mother was not too well, so I stayed home 
to care for her and Arthur and his family moved 
to the John Soltiz farm. We rented the land to an 
| outsider, and with the post office, my garden and 

the cream cheques we managed. 

I bought a cow and ten-day-old calf from Mr. 
Entenap for $25. She was an excellent milker, 
rich in cream. In the fall of 1935 I bought another 
cow from Bill Erskine. She didn’t prove to be 
such a good milker, so I had her butchered. T 
canned one quarter of the meat, returned’ a 
quarter I owed to Arthur and sold one-half for 
815, the price I had paid for the cow. The next fall 
T sold the calf for $19. 














We couldn’t continue to live in the old house 
on the hill, so early in the spring of 1937 T took out 
a home-improvement loan. I contracted the job 
of tearing down the old house and building that 
little stucco house on the south road near the 
west corner of our quarter. Ival and Earl 
Johnston built a barn and chicken house of logs 
for us. We moved into our new house on August 
19, 1937. 

‘The need of a store in the district became evi- 
dent, so I talked over the idea with my friend, 
Will’McKinnon, a merchant in Leslieville. He 
stocked me with some groceries, and I opened up 
the store in the kitchen along with the post office. 
All was going quite well, but oh, the work! Ship- 
ping cream, caring for the cows, pigs, chickens 
and my garden, as well as the post office (my 
mother having’ retired in 1934) was all my 
responsibility. With the added work of the store I 
decided I needed a helpmate, and this led to my 
decision to get married, 

My husband, Edmund Bobier, was born in 
‘Moosomin, Saskatchewan, August 22, 1901. He 
had taken his teacher's training course, then 
decided to go homesteading in the Peace River 
country. We were married May 12, 1939, When I 
married I was required, by the laws in force, to 
relinquish my position as postmistress. 

Now Thad one job less, and some help, but not 
for long. World War IT broke out and my husband 
joined the Airforce and my brother Arthur joined 
the army. This left me with the store, the farm 
work, and my first son, who was a real comfort 
to me. The old adage “there is no rest for the 
wicked” certainly applied to me. My second son, 
Stanley, was born while my husband was still in 
uniform, and ten and a half months later my 
third son, Alfred arrived. 

Alfred's arrival caused a bit of excitement, as 
he was born two months prematurely. My hus- 
band had been discharged from the Airforce by 
this time, so about nine o’clock in the evening of 
February 13, he got the team and cutter ready, 
wrapped me in blankets in the sleigh, and we set 
off for the Eckville Hospital, 25 miles away. At 
Leslieville we changed into Mr. William MeKin- 
non's car and he hurried me on to Eckville. In 
spite of icy roads we arrived safely, and just 
after midnight my Valentine was born. That was 
a race for life, and my three-pound baby lives to. 
day, a man of six feet three inches tall. 

On April 1, 1945 we moved our family to Con- 
dor and purchased the Killick’s store business. 
For five years we carried on there, but in 1950 
sold out and moved to the Peace River country 
‘The Government was offering returned ser: 
vicemen land there. Due to the fact that we 
already owned a quarter there we moved onto It, 
and then looked over the Government land. We 
took a half section near Belloy, and I started in 
homesteading again. We lived in two 12° by 14° 
granaries that we had built on the land. Later we 
did move the house from Edmund's first 
homestead onto this land. We farmed here until 


























1965, when we sold out and moved to the city of 
Grande Prairie. In 1972 we were on the move 
once more. This time we bought a home in High 
River. It has proven to be a lovely place for 
retirement, and with my son Alfred this is where 
Tam living today. 

My mother, always a very tiny frall-looking 
person, moved with ts to Condor, and then to the 
Peace River country. She went homesteading 
with us when she was 88 years of age. On 
December 19, 1960, Mother passed away at our 
home near Belloy, at the ripe old age of $8 years. 
She had given birth to seven children but never 
once in all her years was she in a hospital. Four 
of her children predeceased her. Harry's twin 
died at the age of five years, and my twin at the 
age of nine years, before we moved to the Carlos 
area. Harry died in Red Deer Hospital from 
cancer, on September 18, 1952. Ethel died 
January 8, 1959, and Arthur died July 5, 1969. My 
husband, Hdmund Bobier, passed away here at 
High River In October, 1974. 

‘Although my family has grown smaller, my 
memories of them and the life we all’ had 
together remains as clear as ever. My two older 
sons are married, and I have three 
grandchildren. I am active and busy with my 
Barden and home here, and I love to travel. 


ED ROBINSON — by the Robinson Family 

Dad was born in Grand Forks, North Dakota, 
U.S.A. on August 1, 1895. He came to the Alsask 
area of Sask. with his parents in 1912, later mov- 
ing to Rearville, in the Chinook area, where they 
had homesteads. Ed married Alma Beryl 
Clipsham in January, 1917. She was born in On- 
tario May 19, 1899. They farmed in the Chinook 
area for a time. 

In 1928 dad, my uncle, and some neighbors 
went to the Peace River country, looking for 
land, and some of them found land to their liking 
in that area. However, later that fall, dad bought 
land in the Condor District. They moved in the 
spring of 1929, on account of the depression. They 
came by Model T Ford and thelr possessions 
came by train. The first stop was a farm south of, 








Robinson Family, Mother, Jean, Edgar, Art, Dad, Dora, Gordon, 
and our old Model T1928. 





Condor. Five children, Arthur, Jean, Edgar, 
Gordon, and Dora had been born while dad and 
mom were living in the Chinook area. 

‘One episode that I remember was that my 
dad’s sister, a school teacher, came to visit us, 
As the roads were far from good, one mile of 
which was rough corduroy, she decided that the 
side looked much better; she was lucky that her 
car didn’t break through the muskeg! After find- 
Ing out what muskeg was, she decided to keep to 
the roads in this country. 

‘We later moved to a rented farm east of Con- 
dor. In these years we attended Rearville School 
on the prairie, Daisy Nook, and Shady Lane 
Schools in the Condor area. We had to ride 
horseback, and later walked, as there was no bus 
in those days. 

In March of 1932, dad moved the family to a 
farm in the Aurora District where we attended 
that school. This move was made by team and 
wagon — over poor roads! Alice, Donna and 
Roger (Bud) were born in the Aurora area. 

‘My parents were active members of the dis- 
trict. Dad was on the school board and belonged 
to the original Social Credit Party, which put on 
entertainment in the district. In 1932, there were 
anumber of families who moved into the district, 
so the little log school had to have an extension 
added to accommodate the 45 pupils. 

There was a spring south of dad’s called King 
Springs. This is where they held picnics and ball 
games every Saturday afternoon. People came 
on horseback, with teams and wagons, or 
walked. No one was too busy then to enjoy an 
afternoon of sports. We had a creek past our 
buildings which froze and flooded in the winter- 
time. The young people of the district found this 
an ideal skating rink. There was also a big hill 
just west on Heringer’s, which made a good 
bobsled hill 

‘Mother started the first ladies’ club in the dis. 
trict. It was called the Aurora Ladies’ Sewing 
Circle. Its main purpose was to teach the young 
people how to sew and do different crafts, 

In 1946, Robinsons had a sale. They had sold 
the farm’ to their son Art. With their three 
youngest children they moved to British Colum- 
bia, where they lived until the fall of 1947. At this 
time they returned to Alberta and settled in 
Leedale. In 1950, Mother took over the post of- 
fice, where she was postmistress for 17 years, 
Dad passed away at the end of May, 1951. Mother 
was a member of the U.C.W. and was the 
Leedale news correspondent for several years, 
‘When she left Leedale she took a trip to Ontario, 
the place of her birth. Here, she attended the Ex- 
position, as well as visited her aunt. Upon her 
return, she settled in Red Deer, where she was 
very active in many organizations until her pass- 
ing in September of 1974, at the age of 75 years. 

‘The Ed Robinson family included eight 
children. “Art, the eldest, farmed the home 
quarter for 40 years. 

Jean married Rob Ervin. 




















Edgar Robinson was born in Calgary on May 
3, 1920. He helped at home and attended Rear- 
ville, Daisy Nook, Shady Lane, and Washington 
Heights Schools, and took Grades 11 and 12 in 
Leslieville and’ Rocky Mountain House. We, 
Edgar and I (Jean), walked the four and a half 
miles to Washington Heights, and we never 
missed a day of school. In 1989, Edgar, along 
with two neighbor boys, went to British Colum- 
bia to pick fruit. He met with an accident, and 
was killed in June 1939 at 19 years of age. 

Gordon was born at Youngstown, Alta. on 
‘August 31, 1922. He took his schooling at Shady 
Lane, Daisy Nook, and Aurora Schools. He 
helped at home, and worked out a lot. His 
favorite pastime’ was riding his saddle horses. 
Along with his brothers, he cut posts and shot 
rabbits to make extra money during the winter 
time. The rabbits were stacked like firewood in 
our yard that winter, waiting for the trucks to 
haul them to the fox farm. He moved to Elnora 
and married Issie Mundorft, They had three 
children, Carolyn, Gilbert, and Beryl Lee. They 
then moved to Innisfail fo an acreage, where 
another son, Douglas, was born, In 1969, they lost 
their eldest boy in a motoreycie accident. Gor- 
don is a carpenter, and works around the In- 
nisfail area. 

Dora was born in Hanna on February 17, 1924, 
and came with the family to Condor at the age of 
four years. She recelved her education by at- 
tending several schools before completing high 
school at Rocky Mountain House. She married 
James Wingate in 1944, and has resided on the 
Tarm in the Benjamin community since her 
marriage. Before marrying, she worked in 
Leedale and in the Co-op stores. They have two 
daughters, Connie and Lana, and four 
grandchildren. 

‘lice was born in Rimbey on October 21, 1935. 
She took her schooling at Aurora and Leedale 


Schools, later boarding in Rimbey where she 
received her high school education. In 1953 she 
married Raymond Tschabold. They have two 
children, Frank and Yvonne. They reside on a 
farm north of Rimbey. 

Donna was born in Rimbey on April 1, 1937. 
She took her schooling in Aurora and Leedale, 
and later attended high school in Rimbey. In 
1956, she married Donald Rimbey. They have 
three children, Barbara, Wayne, and Colleen; 
also one grandchild. Both Alice and Donna 
remember riding a shetland pony to school at 
Aurora. Bud also rode with them, 

Roger (Bud) was born in Rimbey on October 
25, 1938, He took most of his schooling in Leedale 
after returning with his parents, Ed and Beryl, 
from a year spent in British Columbia. 
‘Throughout the years he worked as a farm 
laborer, on pipe lines, road construction and oil 
rigs. He married Margaret Dyrland. They lived 
ina trailer, and moved as the work did. Later 
they bought a farm west of Leedale, and lived 
here for a couple of years before they sold the 
farm and bought a house in Leslieville. They 
lived in Leslieville until Roger passed away in 
January, 1975. They had six children — Brenda, 
Shane, Amy, Crystal, Lance and Amber. His 
wife, Margaret, sold the house and moved her 
family to Enderby, B.C. She bought a trailer and 
is living at Mara Lake and working in Enderby. 


YOUNG, G. — by E. Young 

Gordon ‘and Elaine Young and daughters 
purchased the property, NE 10-41-5 and SW 14-41- 
5 from Semeen Ahrameen in 1973. They moved 
on to the property in 1976. 

Gordon and daughters, Kathy and Gayle, 
were born and raised in Revelstoke B.C. 

Elaine (nee Sarauer) was raised at Annaheim 
Saskatchewan. 



































WHEN PA IS SICK 
When Pa is sick, he’s scared to death, 
An’ Ma an us just hold our breath; 

He crawls in bed an puffs and grunts, 
And does all kinds of crazy stunts 

He wants Doc Brown in mighty quick, 
For when Pa’s ill, he,’s awful sick. 

He gasps an moans an sorta sighs, 

He talks so queer an rolls his 
‘Ma jumps and runs, an all of us, 

An’ all the house, is in a fuss, 

An’ peace an joy is mighty skeerce 
When Pa is sick — it’s somethin fierce! 














WHEN MA IS SICK 
When Ma Is sick she pegs away, 

She's quiet though, not much to ‘say; 

She goes right on adoin’ things, 

And sometimes laughs, or even sings; 

She says she don’t feel so extra well, 

But then it’s just a kinda spell; 

She'll be alright tomorrow sure, 

An good ole sleep will be the cure. 

An Pa, he sniffs and makes no kick, 

For women folks is always sick; 

An Ma, she smiles, lets on she's glad, 

When Ma is sick — it ain't so bad. 

Woman was created from the rib of man 

She was not made from his head — to top him: 
Nor out of his feet, to be trampled upon; 

But out of his side, to be equal to him; 

Under his arm, to be protected; 
And near his heart, to be loved. 














Diamond Valley, Bluebell 


ANDERSON, ALLAN AND CORA 

‘Allan Anderson was born in the Diamond 
Valley district. His folks originally came from 
Sweden. His dad Osear Anderson lived in North 
Dakota for some time before coming to Alberta. 
His mother was Signe Hendrickson before she 
was married. She came directly to the Diamond 
Valley area with her folks when they came from 
Sweden. 

Allan took his schooling at Diamond Valley 
School. He spent most of his life on the family 
farm, which his father homesteaded in 1903. He 
still farms and does carpenterwork besides. 

In 1958 he married Cora Temple from 
Neudorf, Saskatchewan and ever since they have 
lived in the town of Eckville, Cora was born and 
raised in Neudorf, Saskatchewan area and took 
her schooling at Duck Point School. She worked 
ina dry goods store and bakery before coming to 
Eckville, After she came to Alberta she worked 
at various jobs, the longest time being with 
Sestrap and Co. Allan put in 17 winters in the 
lumber camp, running the “edger”, and for the 
last four years Cora went along to be the cook’s 
helper. 

‘Allan was among the folk who helped get a 
church erected in the Diamond Valley district 
about 1935 and Allan and Cora have always been 
members of that congregation. 






ANDERSON — BROOKS FAMILIES — by Arvid 
Anderson 

‘The history of our family in central Alberta 
began with the coming of John Nelson, an uncle 
of my mother's, from Varmland, Sweden in 
about 1900 to homestead the NW 2-38-3W5 on Oc- 
tober 27, 1902. This land later became the home 
of Adam (Scotty) MePherson family. 

Bir. Nelson, spelled “Nilson” in Swedish was 
a minister of the Swedish Mission Covenant 
‘Chureh, and after homesteading he continued to 
minister to the Scandinavian communities of the 
central Alberta area. He became widely known 
as “Preacher Nelson”, travelling by team, and 
sometimes on foot covering an area from 
Coronation on the east, through the Camrose and 
Wetaskiwin and Pigeon Lake settlements on the 
north and nearer home, from Alhambra to Burnt 
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Lake and Red Deer. He was associated for many 
years with the Burnt Lake Mission-Covenant and 
Swedish Baptist churches, and understand, was 
also a home-missions worker for’ the 
Presbyterian Church of Canada from 1904 to 
3908 The John Nelsons had two children. Joe 
Nelson was elevator agent at Hespero (originally 
Pitcox) for a time after leaving his farm, SW 14- 
38.35, west of Evarts. He went from there to 
‘Meeting Creek as elevator agent and finally to 
Bowden to own and operate a garage with his 
sons, Russell and Harold, until his death. His 
ife was the former Ingeborg Lund, a registered 
nurse, whose home prior to her marriage was the 
Horseguard district, south of Alhambra. She still 
makes her home in Bowden at this writing, 
Naomi, the daughter, became Mrs. ‘Jack’ 
‘Torgorud of Red Deer, and was the mother of 
Raymond (Ray) Torgorud, who was among the 
first announcers with CKRD when it was es- 
tablished in Red Deer. Ray will be remembered 
especially for his reading of the dally newscasts, 

Preacher Nelson was fascinated with the 
primitive beauty of his new homeland in the 
Parklands area of Alberta and immediately 
after his arrival from Sweden began to write 
back to the "Old Country”, urging his relatives 
to follow him. This soon resulted in my maternal 
grandparents coming to the Red Deer area, 
“Grandpa” Eric Hendrickson, Norwegian by 
birth, and a27 year veteran of the Swedish army, 
was becoming tired of the regimentation and 
controls associated with life in Europe and was 
looking for the kind of freedom enjoyed by the 
people of the new world, so he was open to this 
persuasion, He arrived in Red Deer with his wife 
Karen and their youngest daughter Signe, who 
was then 14 years of age, in 1903. The rest of their 
family, Aaron, Fred and Carl Hjalmar Erickson 
followed within the next eight years, Aaron com- 
ing last in 1911, The older daughters, Mrs. Anna 
Nyberg and Mrs. Bertha (Oscar) Selstrom also 
came; Mrs. Nyberg to Red Deer and Mrs, 
Selstrom to a farm south of Burnt Lake. 

Mr. Hendrickson, after his arrival in Red 
Deer worked for a time at carpentry prior to 
homesteading and coming west from’Red Deer 
to what was then a part of the Evarts area, but 














now Eckville, He homesteaded SW 28-37-3W5 
where Jim Murray now lives. He was especially 
adept with the yan art he had 
learned in Norway, and at’ constructing log 
buildings with the “‘dove-tailed” corners and 
scribed lower edge channelled to fit together — a 
characteristic Scandinavian and Finnish type of 
construction. Some of the log houses he built in 
about 1904-05 have been lived in continuously 
since those pioneer times and with im- 
provements to the finish and renovated to 
modernize them, are still in use today. Note- 
ably; that on his own homestead occupied by 
Jim Murray, the house on the Logan farm and 
also that on the Ed Darbyshire farm. 

My father, Carl Oscar Anderson known locai- 
ly as Oscar, arrived in Alberta from farming 
near Pleasant Lake, North Dakota in 1903. He 
worked with the late Dan Clausen, later a well 
known citizen of Eckville, helping’ to operate a 
sawmill on the NE 10-38-3-W5, presently owned 
by John and Neva Craig, and on which Tam now 
building on an acreage. While so engaged, my 
father homesteaded the NW 10-38-3-W5. He 
married Signe (Eric’s dottur) Hendrickson in 
1907 and they made their home on his homestead, 
where a frame house and barn had been erected. 
‘They lived there until my father’s death in 
March, 1918. Before his death, he had with the 
help of the late Oscar Oastrom and others 
cleared and broke about 100 acres of his 
homestead land. 

‘Three children were born to them here; 
Astrid, Arvid and Allan. Astrid died at the age of 
16 while still at school at Diamond Valley. Allan 
now lives in Eckville and still farms land 
homesteaded by our father. I, Arvid, was born on 
father’s homestead and grew up in the Diamond 
Valley district and received my public school 
education and first year high school in the coun- 
try school of that name. The original building has 
been renovated and now serves as a community 
center. My first teacher was Miss Pauline (Pol- 
ly) Hutchinson. At the time of my birth, the 
village of Evaris, three miles to the east of my 
parents’ farm was still a thriving center, but the 
hope of being on the route of the Alberta Central 
Railway, which by-passed Evarts to the north 
through Benalto and “‘Kootuk” (later re-named 
South Eckville), by the C.P.R., was beginning to 
fade at that time. This turn of events dashed the 
hopes of Evarts becoming a metropolis, but it 
continued for many years to be the Post Office 
for that area, until the establishing of Eckville’s 
Rural Route No. 3, at which time our postal ad- 
dress became Eckville, My earliest recollections 
of Eckville include the hitching-posts that used to 
stand along main street with a horizontal beam 
at about three foot height, to which saddle horses 
and teams were tied. Also there were tie-sheds 
behind the stores which fronted the west side of 
main street. Fred Isaacson’s garage opened on 
the street near where the hotel now stands. Dr. 
P.L. Backus, who set a broken arm for me at age 


























11, occupied what Is now the Roy Saari 
residence. There were then these long- 
established Eckville businesses; Mike Sestrap’s 
General Store, Forhan’s Drug Store, the Co-op 
(in the building where the bakery and confec- 
tionery have been more recently), J. T 
Marshall's hardward, Cowan’s International 
Harvester agency, Dan Clausen’s Insurance and 
a restaurant operated by a smiling Chinaman 
known widely as “Happy”. There was the Cana- 
dian Bank of Commerce, Isaacson’s Garage, a 
hotel, Maclin's blacksmith shop, the Eckville 
Creamery, Moro’s flour mill. A landmark as you 
entered ihe village from the south was Walter 
Herring’s house on the corner opposite the C.N. 
crossing. The Eckville School of that day is now 
Leo Remillard’s welding shop. There was a 
livery-barn between the present Co-op main 
store and Liivam’s Garage, which later became 
the Isaacson Garage and which afterward was 
destroyed by fire. 

In the 1930's I began taking Bible College 
training with the object of entering the Christian 
ministry. Upon completing this training, I was 
ordained to the ministry under the Apostolic 
Church of Pentecost at Port Coquitlam, B.C. 
Shortly after ordination, I took a pastoral charge 
in Victoria, B.C. While pastor of this assembly, I 
married Bertha Harty, then residing in New 
Westminister and employed at Royal Columbian 
Hospital. We had met while attending the Fun- 
damental Bible College in Coquitlam. Our 
daughter, May, now Mrs. Brian Van de Wark 
was born while we lived in Victoria. From Vic- 
toria we went to High River, Alberta to pastor a 
church there during the years that the town was 
a training center for the R.C.A.F. where young 
men were being trained for overseas service in 
World War II. It was here that our second 
daughter, Beverly was born. 

Aiter’a number of years we moved to 
Lemberg, Saskatchewan to take charge of a 
church there. After five years as pastor of this 
church, some health problems developed which 
were the cause of my requiring a change of oc: 
cupation for a time. It was for this reason that we 
returned to the Central Alberta area, living for a 
few weeks in the Horace Meeres’ house at Con- 
dor, then going to Benalto where we spent three 
years and finally moved to Eckville where I es- 
tablished the sash, door and cabinet, business 
known as Anderson Woodworking. ‘The first 
shop-bullding to house this business was erected 
in October of 1953 on the lot purchased from the 
village, and opened for business in November of 
that year. Many houses in the Eckville area, 
built during the years 1953 to 1965 are fitted with 
windows, doors and kitchen cupboards manufac- 
tured in ‘this plant. 

In 1954 we moved the former Buchanan 
residence from Benalto to Eckville and after 
renovations, it became our home for the next 23 
years, In 1956 our son Bryan was born in the 
Eckville Hospital. 











As the work increased, the original 
woodworking shop was enlarged; the shop area 
was doubled in 1961 and 1967 a two-storey front 
for office space with a basement for a heating 
plant was added, 

In 1968 Dual-Craft Industries Ltd. was formed 
for the manufacture of the Chalet folding trailer 
unit and truck canopies and campers. An 
assembly building 40 ft. by 120 ft, was erected for 
this purpose and the wooden paris manufactured 
In the former sash and cabinet plant were 
assembled in this building and shipped to 
customers as far away as Halifax, Nova Scotia 
and Waterloo, Iowa, U.S.A. 

During our years in Eckville, Iwas secretary 
for a time of the Eckville Mutual Telephone 
Company. I spent some years on the Town Coun- 
cll and when Red McAndrew resigned to move to 
Red Deer, I succeeded him as Mayor continuing 
until business duties forced me to drop out of 
civic service. 

In the early part of this year (1977), the Dual. 
Credit Industries and Anderson Woodworking 
properties were sold to Mr. Donald Macrae and 
his partners. As our Eckville residence formed a 
part of this property, it meant a move for us. We 
are at the present moment engaged in building 
another home on an acreage on the same quarter 
section where, some 74 years ago, my father in 
‘company with Dan Clausen sawed the lumber for 





his homestead house and barn. 





Mr. and Mrs, Arvid Anderton fei. 


Our daughter May Van de Wark lives in 
Calgary where her husband Brian is a member 
of the Calgary City Police Force since 1962. Their 
family consists of two daughters, Cindy and 
Shannon, Our second daughter, Beverly is Mrs. 
Nell Kuhn, Her husband was employed for 








several years with Dual-Craft, as foreman dur- 
ing which time the Kuhns had a home built in 
Eckville. Upon leaving Eckville they went to 
Hope, British Columbia to a business of their 
‘own, ‘They have three children; Shelly, Lorlie 
and Shane. Just recently the Kuhns have sold 
their business In Hope and now reside in 
Abottsford where Nell is in the automotive parts 
business. 

May, Beverly and Bryan got most of their 
public school and high school education in 
Eckville schools. May spent her first year after 
Ieaving high school with the Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce in Eckville. Our son Bryan 
lives with us and is at present with Donald and 
David Macrae in the Dual-Craft business. 

In order to complete the history of our family, 
Ishould add that after my father died in 1918, my 
mother rented the farm to a relative for two 
years and in 1920 married James Brooks who 
had homesteaded NW7-38.3W5, which he sold 
later to Frank Page and purchased instead the 
land now owned by Orla and Andrew Nielsen. His 
homestead was until recently the home of the 
Clueas family. 








Photo of James Brooks, taken in Manitoba. and Mrs. Brooks 


After _my mother’s marriage to ‘Jim’ 
Brooks, they continued to make their home on 
my father’s home place. Their children are 
Harry Brooks of Leslieville who married Ada 
Wingate; Alford Brooks who spent more than 20 
years with the Canadian Air Force and now lives 
with his wife, Beatrice, formerly of Halifax, N.S. 
at Summerland, B.C. and Myrtle, Mrs. Arthur 
Bott of Rocky Mountain House, Alberta. A more 
complete record of the Brooks’ family history 
vill be found under the names of Brooks and 

ott. 


ANDERSON, CHRIS JR., — by Lillian Anderson 

Chris Anderson Sr. was born in Beirsted, Den- 
mark, on June 26, 1883, coming to the Fort WI: 
Ham, Ontario area, where he worked for the rail- 
way company laying track. He came on west to 
the Medicine Hat area of Alberta and filed on a 
homestead south of Seven Persons in 1908, Here 
he met his wife, the former Gonda Van Maarion, 
who, with her parents and family had im: 
migrated from Rotterdam, Holland to Canada in 
1910, They farmed in the Seven Persons area un- 











‘Van Marion's and Chris Anderton Sts approx, - 199, 
Homestead days at Seven Persons, Als 


til drought and crop failure for several years 
forced them to leave. The government offered to 
help such farmers by giving them two free 
railway cars for their belongings and family to 
relocate. The Andersons, with their family of 
eight children, moved to Cheddarville, south of 
Rocky Mountain House, to S 12-37-7-Ws in 1925, 
Their land at Seven Persons was later sold at a 
tax sale, 

In 1928 the family moved to the Daley farm N 
31.37-3-W5, where they farmed until January of 
1931, when they bought the E 15-38-3-W5 from a 
Mr. Hepworth, who was a creamery owner in 
Red Deer. They moved their belongings on 
‘wagons, as there was no snow that winter and no 
frost in’ the ground. This lack of frost enabled 
‘them to put up fences for their cattle, horses and 
pigs. In 1950 Chris sold the farm to Chris, Jr. He 
and’ Mrs. Anderson then retired to Calgary 
where Mrs. Anderson passed away in 1958 and 
Mr. Anderson in 1977, 

In 1942 Chris Jr. married the former Lillian 
Lightbown of this district and they still farm the 
home place. They have two children. Margaret 
Newlands, who has been a stewardess for P.W.A. 
for 10 years, and her husband, Brian, who is pro- 
ject manager for Cascade Development Ltd. in 
Calgary, along with their daughter, Kirsten, live 
at Bragg Creek. Son Richard, with his wife, the 
former Pat Snider, live at Sylvan Lake, where 
Pat is a teacher and Richard, after obtaining a 
B.Sc. Degree from the University of Alberta, is 
employed with the Alberta Hail Project of the 
Weather Médification Board at Penhold. 

Mary Anderson married Elvin Ross and they 
live in Calgary. They have a son, Robert, who is 
with the armed forces in Ottawa. 

Gonda Anderson's first husband passed away 
in Calgary around 1951. They had one daughter, 
Marlene, who lives in Calgary. Gonda married 
George Humble and they now live at Crossfield, 

John Anderson, who was serving in the Navy, 
was lost at sea in the sinking of the "‘Spikenard’ 
in the north Atlantic on February 10, 1942 at the 
age of 24 years. 

Lillian Anderson married John Rowles in 1936 














and they live in Calgary. They have a son, John, 
Jr. 

Charley Anderson also served in the Air 
Force for several years. He is now in the Real 
Estate business in Red Deer. He married the 
former Laureen Ralston in Red Deer in 1941 and 
they have one son, John, of Waterton Lakes, and 
two daughters, Joan of Calgary and Janice of 
Red Deer. 

William Anderson (Charley's twin) was a 
ighter pilot and was shot down over Germany on 
March 24, 1945, and died at the age of 24 years, 
‘This was during the second world war. 

Carl Anderson also served in the Air Force for 
quite some time. Upon returning, he farmed in 
this area before going to Calgary to work for the 
city. He retired from this job in February, 1977. 
He married the former Helen Kulyk of Oyen In 
1955 and they now live in Calgary 





BLUEBELL SCHOOL, 

Tt seems that all the records of the Bluebell 
school have been lost. However, it was one of the 
early schools and should not be forgotten, 

‘We know it was opened in 1905 with Miss Ada 
Brown as teacher. Miss Brown later married 
John Killick. Some of the teachers were: Miss 
Cochrane, J. M. MacDonald, Miss Coughlin, 
Miss Johanson, Mrs. Wannass, Miss Camron, A. 
Barrie, Miss Norton, Miss Stewart, William 
Morris, Mrs. Woima, Mildred Anderson, Mrs. 
Owens, Mrs. Earl Hansen, Miss Golightly, Mis 
Phillips, Mrs. Macintosh, Miss McKee, Mr. 
Bowles and Mrs. Savoy. 

‘The school was named by Mrs. Hansen whose 
favorite flower was the bluebell and they grew In 
abundance around the school. The teachers in 
those days usually boarded with the farm 
families. A teacherage was built about 1949. The 
Janitor work was done by one of the older pupils 
for which they were paid the large sum of $10 per 
year. All they had to do was to get to school early 
enough to have the school warm by nine o’clock, 
have the wood carried in and carry the water 
from across the road. In the holidays they 
washed the windows and scrubbed the floor. 

Olaf Medin, a bachelor, lived across the road 
and quite often gave the janitor a helping hand 
by stoking up the fire in the morning. He also 











‘Bluebell Schoo. 




































‘Bluebell School eden - 1926 


planted a hedge of spruce trees around the school 
yard. 

Some of the first families to send children to 
school were Isaacsons, Bottons, Rasmussens, 
Hansens, Pedersens, and Bradshaws. The first 
school burned down in 1932 at Easter. The 
children were not allowed to enjoy a longer holi- 
day however, as half of the barn was new and it 
was turned into a classroom. The new school was 
built and ready in the fall. 

‘The school house was used for many social ac- 
tivities, such as card parties, dances, business 
meetings, and the annual Christmas concert. 
‘The last day of school, picnics were always an 
enjoyable event. The school closed in 1955 and 
the children were bussed to Eckville. The School 
was sold to Art Moench who remodelled it for a 
family dwelling. It is now owned by Ezra Isaac- 
son, 

Other teachers at Bluebell school were I. G. 
Dodson, Mr. Strerrett, Miss Huttin, T. J. Knoor 
and Mr. Gleb. 


BOLLER, CHRISTIAN 
Christian Boller came to Alberta from Oslo, 
Norway in 1905. After a period of time working 
for the railroad he started farming with his 
cousin, Hans Olsen in 1909. Later they bought the 
quarter of land known as the Bensen Place, SE 
20-38-3-W5. They farmed together for afew years 
then Chris sold his share to Hans. Chris then 
bought a quarter of land from Jack Coughlin, 
which is at present owned by Henry Nagel. 

In 1924 he married Selma Botien who had 
come to Alberta with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
H. K. Botten in 1902 from South Dakota, U.S.A. 
Prior to her marriage Selma worked in Red Deer 
for a few years. 

For a few years during the 1940's they owned 
a quarter of iand that they bought from August 
Christensen, at present owned by Cliff Hansen. 
Upon selling this they bought the Coughlin 
quarter directly east of their home place. 

In 1947, they retired from farming to live in 
Sylvan Lake, later on moving to Red Deer, and in 
1963, they moved to Calgary. In 1964, Chris and 
Selma celebrated their 40ih wedding anniver- 
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Mr, and Mrs, Chris Boller 40th Anniversary 


sary. Chris passed away in 1966 and Selma in 
iwi. 

Chris and Selma had one daughter, Verna. 
She attended the Diamond Valley school. In 1949, 
Verna married Bruce Castleman from Sylvan 
Lake. They moved to Calgary, where they still 
reside. They have four daughters, all of whom. 
live in Calgary. 


THE BOTTEN FAMILY — by Iris Rasmussen 

One of the first families to move into the 
Evarts district was Halvor Knut Botten and his 
wife, Gunhild Ellingson, born July 21, 1862 and 
April 15, 1864 respectively, in Fraa Halingar, 
Norway. They had a family of four daughters. 
Mr. and Mrs. Botten emigrated to the Evarts 
district on November 3, 1902 and along with them 
came Pete Pedersen, his wife, Sifred and thelr 
family. Mr. Pedersen was a’ brother of Mrs. 
Botten. 

Mr. and Mrs. Botten settled on the SW 33-38:3 
WS and homesteaded the NE 28-38-3-W5. The 
land Bottens settled on was Canadian Pacific 
Railway land. It is now owned by Martin Gefle. 
Pete Pedersen settled on NW 28-38.3.W5. Pete 
and his family lived in this area until 1908 when 
he sold the land to Neils Rasmussen. This land is 
now owned by Mrs. Theressa Rasmussen and 
rented by Elmer Rasmussen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Botten were Interested in 
educating their daughters. Mr. Botten donated 
two acres of land on which to build a school, 
which became known as the Bluebell School. It 
was in operation from about 1904 until 1955. All 
the Botten girls attended this school. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Botten’s oldest daughter was 
‘Thilda Halgrimsen, a daughter of Mrs. Botten by 
a previous marriage. She was born in Minnesota, 
ULS.A. on January 23, 1892. As well as attending 
the Bluebell school, Thilda also attended Central 
School in Red Deer. She worked at the Evarts 
Hotel for a time before marrying Hans Olsen in 














1911. There were five children born of this 
marriage. Thilda Olsen passed away in 1932. 

‘The second daughter was Clara Oleda, born 
June 5, 1895, also in Minnesota. She worked at 
Lundberg’s hotel and later clerked in Sestrap's 
store In Eckville. Clara married Frank Andrews 
on July 25, 1921. Clara and Frank had five 
children. Ciara passed away in Red Deer on 
December 7, 1975. 

Selma Christina, the third daughter, was born 
March 3, 1898 in South Dakota, U.S.A. After 
securing her education at the Bluebell school 
Selma worked at various places doing household 
chores and caring for children. Her duties were 
performed for Thilda Olsen, Mr. and Mrs. Dodd 
Wright and Mr. and Mrs.’ Bob Edgar. Selma 
married Chris Boller on March 18, 1924. One 
daughter, Verna, was born to this marriage. 
Chris and Selma tarmed in the Diamond Valley 
district. They retired to Syivan Lake. They later 
lived in Red Deer and Calgary until their pass- 
ing. Chris in February 1966 and Selma in 
December of 1971. Both are buried in Queen's 
Cemetery in Calgary. 

‘Thressa Botten was 10 months old when she 
came with her parents to the Evarts district, 
having been born in South Dakota on January 8, 
1902. Most of her years have been spent in this 
immediate area. She recalls some of her 
teachers’ names: Miss Brown, Mr. Knor, and 
Mr. Ptolmey. At the age of 12 years Thressa 
worked for Mrs. Bill Schtneman, an old timer of 
this area, now living in Red Deer. 

‘Thressa was the first telephone operator in 
Eckville, She ran the switchboard in Lundberg's 
hotel. She worked and trained for a year at the 
switchboard in Red Deer, then returned to 
Eckville to operate the switchboard there for 
seven years. Following her work at the 
switchboard, Thressa returned home to care for 
her folks until she married Orvel Rasmussen on 
‘August 31, 1932. 

‘Thressa and Orvel, along with hogs and cattle 
also raised chickens and turkeys for many years. 
Just before Christmas was a busy time for 
turkey pluckers. Thressa and Orvel, along with 
Albert and Hazel Hansen and Gilbert and Jean 
‘MeNeil, worked together in the short cold days of 
December at their respective homes to dress a 
great many turkeys. Orvel passed away April 26, 
1962. 

Thressa ts interested in flowers. She learned 
to work with wool and made many quilts, and 
still enjoys knitting. She resides in Red Deer. 

Gena Helena, the youngest daughter, was 
born September i, 1904 at her home in the Evarts 
area. After completing her school days Gena 
remained at home with her parents until she 
married Rudy Rasmussen on February 14, 1923. 
Gena and Rudy lived on the NW 28-38:3-W3 for a 
few years and thelr first two children were born 
here, Later they moved to the NE 29-38-3-W5. 
Four more children were born to this family. 
Gena Rasmussen passed away shortly after the 











birth of Helena on February 13, 1933, She is 
buried in the Medicine Valley cemetery. 

Halvor and Gunhild Botten’s home was 
situated geographically between Red Deer and 
Rocky Mountain House. In the early years peo- 
ple travelling this way with sleighs in winter and 
‘wagons in summer needed food and lodging for 
the night. Mrs, Botten was always able to find 
food to share. There was always a place for peo- 
ple to rest and get warm. 

During the early years Mr. Botten would 
transport people to Red Deer and Rocky Moun- 
tain House. Jim Grandohl, a young man from 
Rocky Mountain House brought people elther by 
cutter or buggy as far as Bottens. Then Mr. 
Botten took everyone the rest of the way to Red 
Deer, often travelling at night in very cold 
‘weather. Mr. Botten also hauled freight back and 
forth in the early years. 

Thressa (Botten) Rasmussen tells of different 
ways her Norwegian mother prepared food in the 
pioneering days. When coffee was in short supply 
Mrs. Botten used wheat. She would wash it well 
and put it in the oven. Over the wheat she poured 
a little molasses. Next it was roasted slowly until 
dry. This roasted wheat was stored and ground 
the same as coffee. The taste was equally as 
good. Milk was nearly always in plentiful supply. 
Mrs. Botten made different kinds of cheese, 
roma, grout and vealing, a dish made of 
thickened milk, served with sugar and cin- 
namon. 

Mrs. Botten passed away October 16, 1934 
after a brief illness. Mr. Botien continued living 
on the farm until his passing a few years later, 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Botten are buried in the 
Medicine Valley Cemetery. 


BROWN, JIM, MR. AND MRS. 

James Brown and Helen Dobie were both 
born and raised in Scotland. They were married 
at Dalkeith Mid-Lothian, Scotland on April 30, 
1985. 

Alter Dad's return from active service in 
World War I, he resumed his business as a coal 
merchant, but the urge to emigrate was upon 
him. The decision to be made was — Australia or 
Canada? With the toss of a coin they chose 
Canada and on May 11, 1929 Jim and Nellie and 
their four children, Jimmy, Mary, Alex and 
Jemima left Greenock, Scotland on the “S.S. 
Metagamma” bound ‘for Alberta, Canada, 
through the Soldier Settlement Board Scheme. 

‘After seven days at sea, and, I must say, not 
all pleasure, with seasickness, man overboard 
and icebergs, we landed at Quebec. From there 
to Kootuk by train, where we were met by the 
late Alf Thubron, in place of Mr. Goldfinch, who 
was supervisor for the Soldier Settlement Board. 
After an overnight stay at the Eckville Hotel, 
Mr. Goldfinch took us by car to Hespero, where 
we collected our baggage off the train and loaded 
it onto a hayrack and horses belonging to Donald 




















Hartley, who took us to the farm one mile east of 
Gaetz school, SW 6-38-3-W5. 

Al first glance the buildings on the farm were 
a big disappointment but the decision had been 
made and the best had to be made of it. The land 
had been rented by a neighbor, Louis Hubl, for 
the year, so Dad worked for neighboring farmers 
to learn the Canadian ways of farming, 

A barn was built and our first milk cow was 
purchased from L. Hubl. Bessie, our first animal 
on the farm, became a real pet and we did have 
milk, Our first team of horses and harness were 
purchased from another neighbor, John Mayles. 
Machinery and more horses were purchased at 
various farm auction sales, and then we were 
ready to start farming. 

Alter coming from a town where Mother was 
used to the butcher and baker vans coming to the 
door, this was quite a change. The stove was a 
big challenge and learning to make bread was 
another, but with the help of kindly neighbors 
these problems were overcome. Mother knew 
how to make scones and many a time a scone and 
cup of tea was served and enjoyed in our home, 

Our school was Gaetz, only a mile away, and 
the post office was at Hespero. Dad was a great 
walker, and often walked for the mall and the 
few necessities, including coal oll for the lamps. 
Later on we could get coal oil at N. F. Erickson’s, 
and our mail route was R.R. 3. 

ur social life consisted of the school picnics 
in June and the Christmas concerts at the school. 
Many a Friday night saw the family walking to 
Hubls (our closest neighbor) to listen to the Old 
Timers from C.F.C.N. Calgary. To hear a few 
Scottish tunes did much for the morale. A few 
house parties at different homes were always 
enjoyed, and the children were always included, 

In November 1930 a baby girl, Janet, arrived, 
with Mrs. Charlie Wright attending as midwife 
With the 1930's came the depression and all it 
brought with it; but with courage, pride and 
determination we came through. 

Dad served on the school board and was 
secretary of the Farmers’ Union for many years. 











to R: Jimmy Brown, Virginia Clucas, Mary Brown, Pat Brows, 
Mrs. Browa, Alex, Janet and Mr. J, Brown. 1957 
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Being a very military-minded man, he was In- 
strumental in starting a Legion in Eckville, In 
which he is still active and holds a life 
membership. Through the Legion he started the 
“Burns Suppers”. He fs also an ardent member 
of the Friendship Club. 

In 1933, when World War II broke out, Jimmy 
joined the Calgary Highlanders and went 











overseas in 1940. After his return he married 
Ruby Wayne of Calgary. They now reside in 
Camrose, where Jim is employed with the 
G.F.C.W. They have two girls, Barbara and 


Elizabeth, and one granddaughter, Rebecca. 

Mary married Harry Medin in 1940 and they 
reside in the Diamond Valley district. They have 
two sons, Ronald of Hanna, Dennis of Rocky 
Mountain House, and a daughter, Faye, (Mrs. 
Jim Pollitt) of Eckville. 

Alex joined the Royal Canadian Navy in 1944 
and in 1947 married Sylvia Motus of Gilby. They 
now reside in Rocky Mountain House and have 
four sons: Duncan, of Fort Murray; Robert of 
Vernon, B.C.; and Grant and Gordon of Rocky 
‘Mountain House. 

Pat married Jim Setters in 1947. They now 
have an acreage near Blackfalds. They have two 
sons, Byron of Red Deer and Wilson, at home, 
and a daughter Janice (Mrs. Dick Gehrke) of 
Rocky Mountain House. 

Janet married Robert (Bud) Lightbown in 
1952 and they have a family of two girls, Karen, 
(Mrs. Jim Tubbs) and Myrna (Mrs. Peter 
McLellan of Rocky Mountain House, and three 
sons, Garry, Murray and Dean. 

















Mr. and Mrs. Jim Brown SOth Anniversary April 30, 1965. 


In 1965 Jim and Nellie retired from farming 
and moved into Eckville where they still reside. 
‘They celebrated their 62nd wedding anniversary 
in 1977. Mother celebrated her 90th birthday an- 
niversary on March 1, 1977 and Dad his 88th 
birthday anniversary on July 31, 1977, 





ALASTAIR BROWNLEE FAMILY 

“Red” and Bernice Brownlee and family 
came to the district from Joffre, where “Red” 
was employed in the oil-fleld. They bought the 
NE 32-38:-W5 and NE 33-38-3.W5 from S. E. 
Boettger in 1965. ‘Their family consists of four 
children — three daughters and one son, Heather 
the eldest is employed in Red Deer; Karen who 
married Ron Andrew, lives north of Eckville, 
and has one daughter Gina; Sandra married Bob 
French and lives at Joffre; they have two 
daughters, Tracy and Michelle; Brian attends 
high school at Eckville, 


BURNS AND FREW — by W. T. Burns 

Iwas born in Quebec in 1897, At four years of 
age I moved to California with my parents, a few 
years later to Oregon, then, in 1909 to 
Claresholm, Alberta and to the Ricinus district 
in 1913. In 1915, during World War One, Tenlisted 
in the 22nd Battery in the Artillary, and spent 
three years overseas. I returned home to help 
my parents and to work on my own land. My 
parents were old timers of the Ricinus disirict. 
My mother passed away In 1923 and was the first 
white woman to die west of the Clearwater 
River. My dad passed away in 1929, 

In 1926 I moved to the Diamond Valley district 
and married Margaret Frew, the only daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. E. Frew, who came from 
Scotland in 1913 to the Evarts district and later 
moved to Ricinus. In 1947 they moved to Eckville 
and lived in Eckville for 12 years. Mr. Frew was 
well known for his accordion playing. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Frew both lived to be 90 years of 
age. She passed away in 1959 and he in 1960, 

My wife and I lived in Diamond Valley for 44 
years. We raised a family of three sons — Bruce, 
Stanley and Robert — who now live and farm in 
Diamond Valley and are well known, 

‘We had many ups and downs in the early 
days, especially through the thirties, but many 
happy days, too. It was a good life. 

Now, in our older years we enjoy living in 
Eckville and enjoy our many friends here. We 
moved here in 1971 and last year (1976) we 
celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary. 





Wye Burns on gas tractor - 1912.3 eytindee- 3 wheels - Bullalo 
Pit 





Mr. Frew’s work in Scotland had been mak- 
ing and moulding iron in the Crown Ironworks, 
‘One day on the farm he found a piece of iron with 
the Crown stamp on it. We thought he had found 
gold! He was so happy to have found a piece of 
iron with the Crown stamp on it, that he had 
made in Scotland, 














BURNS, ROBERT 

Robert spent his growing-up years in the Dia- 
mond Valley district with his parents, Wycliffe 
and Margaret Burns, and older brothers, Bruce 
and Stanley. After attending school at Diamond 
Valley and Gaetz, Robert went out to work on the 
oll rigs. He spent 10 years in the oilfields, with 
the majority of these years being spent working 
for the Duke Drilling Company, At the time he 
started drilling for them, he was told that he was 
one of the youngest drillers in Alberta. 

‘With due consideration, a decision was made 
to make his life's work and home on the farm. He 
then went home to Diamond Valley and 
purchased the Lightbown home quarter, SE 5-38- 
3.5. 

In July of 1961 Robert married Deloyce 
Tolonen, daughter of Toimi and Elsie Tolonen 
and sister to Rodney. Deloyce grew up north of 
Eckville and took her schooling in the Estonian 
and Eckville High School. After two years of 
teacher training she taught in Bentley for two 
years. Following her marriage, she taught in the 
David Thompson High School. In the term of 
1962-1963 Deloyce returned to university to com- 
plete four years and graduated in 1963, receiving 
a Bachelor of Education degree. She taught only 
until the arrival of her family. Family additions 
were three — Brent, Drena and Lance. Since the 
Burns’ farm is on the edge of the Red Deer Coun- 
ty, the children attend the Spruce View School. 

In 1971 Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Burns moved to 
Eckville, at which time Robert took over the 
farm, SW 5-38-3-W5, and in the meantime had 
purchased the Philip Larson quarter, SE 6-38-3- 
Ws. 

‘Bob is very interested in cattle. Along with a 
range cow herd, he is presently establishing a 
purebred Simmental herd. He and his brother 
Bruce operate a feed-lot 

Bob, Deloyce and family are active communi: 
ty members, plus being members of the Dia 
mond Valley Chureh. Bob is a Church Board 
member and has served on the Eckville Co-op 
Board for seven years. The family is active in the 
Range Land 4-H Beef Club, of which Bob is 
presently the leader. 

Farm life for the R. Burns family has been 
very busy but rewarding and happy as well 





STANLEY BURNS FAMILY — by Anne Burns 

‘Stanley Roy Burns, second son of Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Wyeliffe Burns, married Anne Dobia, third 
daughter of Mr, and Mrs. Frank Dobia of the 
Evergreen district. The wedding took place on 
‘November 3, 1950. They lived in the house which 
Stan had built prior to thelr marriage on his 
father's farm. 

Tn the year 1953 Gayle was born on February 
Mon her grandmother Burns’ birthday. She, be- 
ing thelr first grandchild, was named after her 
grandmother, Margaret Gayle. 

‘That spring Stan and Anne purchased the N 5- 
38-3-W5 from Douglas Walker. In the fall of that 
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year they moved their house onto this land. The 
families that had lived on this land prior were 
Bill Ballance, Jack Day and Douglas Walker. 

During the years from 1953 to 1956 the rainfall 
was very heavy. Stan decided to go into hog 
farming with grain farming belng their chief oc- 
cupation. 

‘On February 27, 1955 another daughter, 
Beverley Anne, was born. By this time Stan had 
bad luck with his hogs and the crops were poor, 
so he decided to do some bush work for the 
winter, west of Rocky Mountain House. By the 
fall of 1956 he began roughnecking on the drilling 
rigs and this he continued for ten winters 

‘During these years and Stan’s earlier years a 
lot of softball was played. The first team in the 
district was New Hill, which later changed to 
Gaetz and finally was called Central. This team 
consisted mainly of the same players and all 
those years Stanley played as pitcher. There 
were many teams taking part in different dis- 
tricts and they formed a league. Softball games 
were the chief sport in the surrounding com- 
munities for 20 years. The tournaments were 
plentiful, and enjoyed by all. 

Tn 1963 Anne and Stan built a new house with 
Jack Friesen being hired as carpenter. Many 
homes in the community were built by Jack, as 
he was a very good carpenter and a fine fellow. 

Beverley and Gayle attended school at Spruce 
View except for Gayle’s first year at Benalto and 
last year in Red Deer, where she graduated. 
Gayle took training in Dental Assisting at NAIT. 
On July 20, 1974 she married Peter Stan and they 
are now residing in Calgary. 

Beverley has completed four years of univer. 
sity towards a B.Ed. degree. In the fall of 1977 
she began teaching at Sundre, Alberta. 

‘Stan has served on the board of directors tor 
the Eckville Rural Electrification Association 
for many years. He has held the position of 





‘Stan Burns Family in 1976 with somin law Peter Stan, Back 
row: Gayle and Peer. Fron ow: Anne, Beverey, Sheldon, Stanley 





secretary for ten years and at present is the 
board chairman. 

Both Stan and Anne have served on the board 
of several worthwhile organizations in the com- 
munity. 

A son, Sheldon William, was born on March 
16, 1970 and at present is aitending Spruce View 
schoo 

During the past several years Stan has been 
growing rapeseed, barley and some hay. 
Animals on their farm have been scarce, except 
for chickens and pets, 


CATON FAMILY — by May Caton 

Glen Caton, born in Missouri, U.S.A. on Oc- 
tober 7, 1882 was the son of Harrison F. Caton, 
born in Ohio, and Helen (Whitlow), from North 
Carolina. The youngest of five children, his 
father died when Glen was four years old. After 
leaving school Glen went to Nebraska and then 
joined his brother, Charlie, in Montana before 
they came to Alberta in May of 1902. 

Glen and Charlie were the first to settle where 
the Diamond Valley swings west into township 
38, across range four, west of the fifth meridian. 
As land west of the fourth was not yet surveyed, 
they squatted on the south half of section 12, and 
build a slab shack on the south-east quarter. In 
1903 they were joined by thelr widowed mother, a 
brother, Oscar (Doc) and two sisters, Sadie and 
Jessie, Charlie went on to Nome, Alaska in 1903, 
where he stayed a year and then returned to 
Washington in the United States. He died in 1930 
at the age of 56 years. 

‘When range four was surveyed Glen filed on 
S.W, 20-38-4.W5th, which was CPR land. Doc 
retained his land and the girls sold theirs. All the 
family except Glen then moved to Washington in 
1912. 





Mrs. Gen Caton. 








Doc returned to Alberta in 1917. Jessie 
married Alex Stewart and returned to Diamond 
Valley in 1938. She now lives in Red Deer. Sadie 
returned in 1960 and died in Red Deer in 1972. 

Glen remained on his homestead for 55 years. 
He was married in 1910 to Catherine Stewart, 
daughter of Angus and Janet Stewart who came 
from Ontario in 1905, to join a son, Alex Stewart, 
who had homesteaded in range three in 1901, 
Glen's family consisted of five sons and five 
daughters. 

Cecil, the eldest, entered the service of the 
Imperial Bank of Canada and has remained with 
them except for the years he spent with the 
Royal Canadian Artillery in the Second World 
War. He married Eleanor Robson Galbraith and 
they have two children, Alan and Janet. 

Claude resides on the land homesteaded by 
his Uncle Doc. He married May Medin and they 
have one son, Stuart. 

Harold lives on the home place — he is the 
bachelor of the family. Russel and Gordon, who 
both served overseas in the Second World War, 
now operate a farm machinery and dairy 
supplies business in Red Deer. Russell married 
‘Margaret Morris and they have a son Gary, and 
a daughter, Lyn. 

Gordon married Myrtle Chamney. They have 
three sons and one daughter. They are Bill, Dale, 
Glen and Lou Anne. 

Edith Caton married Gordon Meyer. They 
live near Manning, Alberta. They have two sons, 
Lance and Ian. Ethel married Gordon Wilson; 
they live at Kevisville. Lillian married Don Ma- 
jor; they live at New Westminster, B.C., and 
have five children — Roland, twins Lewis and 
Lana, and twins, Connie and Catherine. Dorothy 
married Robert Park. They have one son and 
three daughters — Layton, Patricia, Darline and 
Lori. They live on a farm’near Rocky Mountain 
House. Marjorie, formerly a nurse at Eckville, 
married Elmer Haupt and they farm in the 
Markerville district. They have a son, Murray, 
and daughters, Irene and Joan. 














Mr. and Mrs, Glen Caton, 











Always interested in community affairs, Glen 
was secretary of the Local Improvement 
District, helped in the formation of the Municipal 
District of Raven No. 37, the formation of Gaetz 
School No. 1956 in 1909, was on the first com- 
mittee of the Central Community Hall, was on 
the Eckville hospital board and the Eckville Co- 
op Board. As the district changed, he got his mail 
at Evarts, Evergreen, Hespero and Eckville, 
‘Many of these post offices have now been closed. 

Glen passed away on March 17, 1957 and Mrs. 
Caton on January 3, 1969. Both are buried in the 
Diamond Valley cemetery. 





CORDON, WILLIAM JAMES — by Violet Safron 

William James (Bill) Cordon was born at 
Bonnemain, Donegal, Ireland on December 15, 
1921. He came to Canada with his parents, John 
and Annie Cordon, to the Hespero district in 
‘August, 1923, where he attended the Daisy Nook 
school. After leaving school he worked with his 
parents on their farm. 

He purchased his first truck in 1942 and went 
into the business of general trucking. During the 
following years he hauled cattle, grain, coal, 
gravel, lumber and moved people and their 
belongings into and out of the district. 

Bill married the former Hazel Anderson in 
1947 and they lived for a few years on the farm 
near his parents. During this time he continued 
trucking and eventually purchased two gravel 
trucks. They moved to Eckville in 1953, from 
where he hauled gravel in the summers and 
hauled lumber and ties from sawmills out west in 
the winters. In the fall of 1957 and spring of 1958 
he hauled ‘gravel on the new Trans-Canada 
Highway, which was being built west from 
Calgary. He purchased his first gravel loader in 
the spring of 1960 and his first gravel crusher in 





‘Annie and John Cordon 4th Wedding Anniversary and Farewell 
arty - November 18,1960, espero Hall, 
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the spring of 1964. With his son Robert he now 
carries on the gravel business the entire year. 

Hazel was born in Wetaskiwin, Alberta on 
February 22, 1926. She grew up and attended 
school in the Millet district. After leaving school 
she worked for a time in Edmonton, and from 
there joined the C.W.A.C. in 1944. She was 
trained as a driver and continued in this work un- 
til her discharge at the end of the war in 1945, She 
attended business school after returning from 
the Service and worked as a stenographer until 
she met and married William Cordon. 

Bill served for three years on the Eckville 
‘Town Council, and was a member of the Eckville 
Lion’s Club for several years. Hazel is a member 
of the C.W.L. and the Auxiliary to the 
Royal Canadian Legion. Both Bill and Hazel love 
the outdoors, and enjoy fishing in winter and 
summer. 

‘Their children include: Barry, of North Van- 
couver, B.C., Nora (Mrs. Florian Hiebert) of 
Red Deer, Noel of Calgary, and Robert, Sandra, 
and Kelly of Eckville. 

Robert James Cordon was born at Eckville on 
July 6, 1950, He attended school at Eckville and 
Lacombe, and graduated from the Lacombe 
Composite High School in 1970. When he was 11 
years old, he took over a paper route, and 
delivered ‘the Red Deer Advocate for seven 
years, from 1961 to 1967. During this time he was 
‘a member of the Eckville Cubs and Scouts for 
two years. He was an enthusiastic skater and 
hockey player, and played hockey every season 
with the Eckville Pee-Wees, Bantams, and 
Juveniles through the years 1961 to 1967. He has 
always had an interest in antique cars and 
trucks, and has owned two Model A vintage cars. 
He has recently built and completely restored a 
1954 G.M.C. pickup truck. Robert is presently 
employed with his father In the gravel business. 

‘Noel John Cordon was born at Eckville on 
December 10, 1956. He attended school at 
Eckville and Lacombe. He was a member of the 
Eckville Cubs and Scouts and ran a paper route 
for a time. He was in Vancouver for a short time, 
where he was employed by a painting firm: 
However, he returned to Alberta and worked at 
Deerhome in Red Deer for a year. He is present- 
ly living in Calgary and is employed with 
Blossom Florists. 

Sandra Anne Cordon was born at Eckville on 
December 15, 1960. She attends school at 
Eckville, from which she expects to be 
graduated in 1978, She is a former member of the 
Eckville Figure Skating Club. She is a C.0.C. 
leader, and a member of C.G.1.T. She is active 
with the Yearbook staff of the Eckville High 
School, and is completing her seventh year of 
musie study. She worked for the summer of 1976 
as a playground supervisor for the Town of 
Eekville, 

Kelly David Cordon was born at Eckville on 
May 6, 1962. He attends school at Eckville and 
was in Grade 10 in 1977. His hobby is drawing, 

















and he has won prizes at the Red Deer fair for his 
work. He attended art classes at Red Deer 
College in 1976, and with the Eckville Handicraft 
Guild in 1977. 

William Barry Cordon was born in Eckville 
on December 27, 1940. He was raised by his 
grandparents, John and Annie Cordon, on the 
farm at Hespero. He attended the Daisy Nook, 
Blue Bell and Condor schools, as well as the 
Lindsay Thurber Composite High School in Red 
Deer. He later attended the University of British 
Columbia. He was married in Edmonton on 
November 24, 1962, to Jeannine Carduner of 
Swift Current, Saskatchewan, and lived for a 
time in Montreal and in Ottawa. He traveled ex: 
tensively through Europe and Asia and the South 
Seas, finally settling in North Vancouver in 1969. 
Later he opened a restaurant there, which he 
named “Hespero Villa”. It was decorated with 
antiques — dishes and oll lamps collected from 
his grandparents’ farm and friends in the 
Hespero area. The Safron children designed the 
antiqued sign “Hespero Villa”, which he proudly 
displayed in the restaurant.’ Barry is active, 
playing the plano for an old-time orchestra, and 
Is a frequent visitor to the Hespero and Eckville 
areas, and never fails to visit his grandmother 
Cordon at Sylvan Lake. 

‘Nora May Cordon was born at Eckville on Oc- 
tober 22, 1948. She attended school at Eckville 
and graduated in 1967. When she reached junior 
high school she became thoroughly involved in 

ports. She joined every team, but track and 
field was her favorite. After practice, she did 
babysitting. There were always lots of jobs to be 
had. During her high school years she par- 
ticipated in volleyball, softball, curling and track 
and field. In 1966 she represented Eckville in the 
discus throw at the Provincial Track and Field 
Meet in Calgary, 

Nora was fortunate in belng able to take a 
Recreation Leadership course, organized 
through the Department of Youth from Edmon- 
ton. This course, held at the Composite High 
School in Drumheller during July of 1965 and 
1966, enabled her to organize a ladles’ keep fit 
group, which had a successful season during the 
Winter of 1966-1967. She also coached a Grade 6 
boys’ softball team, which proved to be quite an 
experience. 

After graduation in 1967, she went to Red 
Deer and found employment at Deerhome (now 
Michener Centre) on the recreation staff. After a 
year there she left and took a secretarial course. 
She was later able to work as a posting machine 
operator at Northwest Motors during the three 
month leave of absence of the regular employee. 
‘This gave her some valuable experience, and she 
then found employment with the Imperial Bank 
of Commerce in Red Deer as a posting machine 
operator. She worked here until her marriage to 
Florian Hiebert of Red Deer, on April 11, 1970. 
‘They have two children, a boy, Laverne, aged six 
years, and a girl, Shannon, aged four years. 














Nora is a member of the Order of Royal Pur- 
ple No. 21, a member of St. Judes Circle, which is 
a branch of the Catholic Women’s League, and is 
active in curling and bowling. She and her hus- 
band are both members of the Parkland Two- 
Way Radio Club, and are involved in C.B. and 
ham radio work. They reside at 6193 Hamilton 
Drive, in Highland Green, Red Deer. 


CRAIG, JOHN — by Neva Craig 

John Craig, older son of Mr. and Mrs, Jesse 
M. Craig of the Happy Hill district, grew up on 
the family farm and learned responsibility early 
in life. He took a real interest in the operation of 
the farm and helped to clear and break a number 
of acres of land. In 1935 he bought a quarter sec- 
ton of land in Diamond Valley, N.E. 9-38-3.W5, 
He married Neva Crawford and this farm was 
their home until his retirement from active 
farming 

To this union were born: Maureen, Murray 
and Brian. Maureen became a Nursing Aide and 
is married to Melvin Dyck. They live at Penhold, 
and have three children. 

Murray married Darlene Gherke, and after 
their marriage lived for a time on the family 
farm. Later they moved to Carstairs where 
Murray was employed with Richardson's 
‘Trucking. After two years he moved to Macklin, 
Saskatchewan, where he was employed with an 
oll company. 

Brian lives on the farm formerly owned by 
Andrew Crawford. 

John's main interest has always been 
livestock. He became a promoter of Charolais 
cattle, and had a small herd for a few years. He 
and his wife retired from active farming in 1974 
When Murray returned to take over the family 
farm. However, they still live in the district, and 
have a small herd of cattle. 


CRAWFORD, ROBERT — by Neva Craig 

‘Mr. Robert Crawford came from Grande 
Forks, Minnesota, U.S.A. to Saskatchewan, 
where he filed on’ a homestead. However, he 
decided to come to Alberta and did not return to 
the homestead. He liked the country around Red 
Deer so the family joined him there in 1905. They 
spent one year there and then moved to the Hap- 
py Hill district. Charlie Hendrickson, a bachelor, 
Was their closest neighbor and the children were 
quite taken with his table. It sat in one corner of 
his house, and its base was a tree stump. 

‘Mr. Crawford later rented the Liggot place in 
the Diamond Valley district and their five 
school-age children attended Gaetz School until 
the school at Diamond Valley was built, The 
family lived on several other rented farms 
before finally buying the S.W. 16-38-3-W5 in 1920, 
There were about 13 acres under cultivation 
when it was purchased. During the next 12 years 
Mr. Crawford and his son, Andrew, cleared by 
hand about 112 acres, and broke it with horses. 
Mr. Crawford passed away in 1940, but his 














wife and son, Andrew, continued to live on the 
farm. Andrew was married in 1949 to Anna Liner 
of the Rimbey district. 

is. Crawford passed away in 1951. 

‘The eldest daughter, Pearl, married Sid 
Satchwell. She passed away in 1919, leaving one 
son, Walter, who now resides at Golden, B.C. 

Agnes married Dan High and lived most of 
her married life in Red Deer. They have one 
daughter who resides in Calgary. 

Louise married Bill Thomas some time after 
his return from overseas, in the First World War. 
‘They had one son, who resides in the Red Deer 
area. 

Frances married James Bird, and they have 
one son and one daughter. Mr. Bird passed away 
in 1961. 

‘Temple taught school for several years after 
which she married William Campbell who 
passed away in 1966, Their two daughters are 
both married. 

Neva was the only member of the family born 
in Canada, and still resides in the community. 
She is married to John Craig. They have one 
daughter and two sons. 


AUGUST DAHLGREN FAMILY 

Gust Dahlgren came to Fargo, North Dakota, 
U.S.A. from Halmstad, Sweden in 1896. In 1898 he 
sent for Ida Malmstrom and they were married 
in Fargo that year. In 1903 he came to Alberta to 
take up a homestead, which is now the Mick 
Logan place. He built log house in 1905 and sent 
{or his family, who had remained in Fargo. The 
family was able to watch the building of the 
school, and Gust actually named the Diamond 
Valley’ School. In the late spring and early 
summer the dew was heavy in the morning and 
when the sun came up the whole valley sparkled 
like diamonds. This gave him the idea for the 
name, “Diamond Valley.” 

There was plenty of meat of all kinds, beef, 
pork, mutton, chickens; and prarie chickens 
were plentiful at that time. They took some of the 
grain—rye, oats and wheat— in bags to some 
place toward Rocky Mountain House and had it 
made into flour. There was no market for what 
they raised, but there was plenty of food. 

‘The freight was usually lumber going to Red 
Deer and supplies coming back as there was a 
store, saloon, and a livery stable in Evarts, 
There was also communication between Evarts 
and Red Deer by telephone. 

Gust and family sold out to Ed Wadson in 1913 
and moved to Washougal, Washington, U.S.A. 
‘They had a family of eight children and, as the; 
grew up, each one took his place in the business 
world. Both Gust and his wife have passed on. 
‘Their family still live in the States. 

Henry, the eldest son, had a drug store and 
was a pharmacist in Portiand, Oregon. He and 
his wife are retired on a little’ acreage close to 
Portland. They have been out to visit a few times 
since they left here. 
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DARLINGTON FAMILY HISTORY — by Bill 
Darlington 

Will and Mabel Darlington were married in 
Essex, England in 1913. Their three children, 
Bill, Ken and Joan, were all born there at 
Springate Farm. Later the family moved to Kent 
toa larger farm. Here Will had a dairy herd and 
supplied milk to the city of London. However, 
misfortune in the form of Bangs disease in the 
cattle, along with the post-war hard times made 
the Darlingtons decide to try their luck in the 
new world. 

In the autumn of 1928 they set sail for Canada 
and a new life on the western prairies. They 
travelled by train from the east coast to the 
Lougheed district of Alberta, where an uncle of 
Will's was already farming.’ Here they farmed 
for the next nine years while their family was 
growing up. However, these were the dry “Dusty 
“Thirties” and grain farming in that area did not 
prove too profitable. As an alternative Will and 
his family became interested in raising 
registered Shorthorn cattle. 

‘In 1937, with two grown sons to help, Will and 
Mabel decided to make another move, ‘this time 
to the Millet district, Here they continued to 
raise thelr excellent beef cattle as well as a dairy 
herd, as Millet had one of the best cheese fac- 
tories in Canada at that time. 

In 1943, with son Ken and daughter Joan both 
{in the Royal Canadian Air Force, Will and Mabel 
and son Bill purchased the Doug Snyder farm 
in the Hespero district, west of Eckville. At the 
end of World War II (1945) Ken and his wife 
Lorraine also came to Hespero, purchasing one 
of the quarter sections of land from his father. 
‘Meanwhile, Bill had married Mary Gathercole 
and settled in a small house in his parents’ yard, 
later taking over the big house when the senior 
Darlingtons bullt_ a new smaller home. Bill's 
three daughters, Shella, Shirley and Marie, and 
son Bill Jr. were all born there. 

‘The Darlington families were all interested in 
cattle. Bill and his father continued to raise some 
of the best beef in the west, while Ken had a herd 
of registered Jerseys and also a large poultry 
flock. All of the Darlingtons took an active part 
In the district activities and were always ex- 
hibitors at the Benalto Fairs. Bill and family also 
took a keen interest in 4-H Club work, as the 
many trophies in their living room will show. 

In the fall of 1954 Will Darlington passed 
away, leaving his family to carry on the 
traditions of good farming that he had always 
practiced. 

In 1957 Ken and Lorraine and thelr two 
daughters moved to Edmonton where Ken had 
accepted a position on the poultry branch of the 
Provincial Department of Agriculture. 

Granny Darlington, as she has been affec- 
tionately called by everyone for many years, 
lived on in her own home, bearing up in her true 
English style, after the death of her husband and 
then that of her only daughter in 1961. She kept 














up her interest in all of the farm activities until 
her arthritis forced her to give up her home and 
retire to the Eckville Manor House. Here, at age 
86 in 1977, she still keeps up her cheerful interest 

all activities of the district. Few bables have 
ever been born here who did not wear a tiny out 
{fit fashioned from the knitting needles of “Gran. 
ny” Darlington, 








DIAMOND VALLEY CHURCH — by Neva Craig 

Prior to beginning this little history of the 
Diamond Valley Church, I would like to pay 
tribute to those who have ministered to us in the 
school house and in private homes, off and on, 
through the many years before it came into be. 
ing. As_a little girl, I remember a Swedish 
pastor, Mr. John Neison, from the Burnt Lake 
area, coming to speak in the different homes. 
‘There were quite a few Swedish people in the dis- 
trict at that time’ but we all went, whether the 
Word was preached in Swedish or not. I think a 
few words were always said in English for our 
benefit. Then, there was a man by the name of 
W. G. McKechnle, who had lost his eyesight in 
his teen years, and, later becoming a 
Presbyterian minister who covered an area 
between Sylvan Lake and Rocky Mountain 
House, 

‘There were others later on, of various 
denominations, who came to Diamond Valley to 
hold services. Mr. W. Cross, from a Nazarene 
College, held services for at least one summer; 
also an'elderly Presbyterian minister who lived 
in the Centreville District, by the name of W. 
Sheppard. 

‘There was usually a goodly number of people 
present, and I feel that those who ministered the 
gospel fo us in those early years may have laid 
some of the ground-work for the present church. 
William Deverill came in the late spring of 1934, 
at the invitation of the late Joe Hollander of the 
Gaetz district. There wasn’t too much response 
In the few services held there, but the Max Light 
own family became interested. Later that 
summer, Max accompanied the Deverills to a 
camp meeting at Rossington, a district not too 
far from Westlock, Alberta. Following this, at 
the invitation of Max Lightbown, regular Sunday 
services were begun in the Diamond Valley 
School, with Mr, Deverill in charge. He lived in 
the Lightbown house on the SW 4-38.3-W5, and 
stayed for two or three months. Upon leaving, he 
placed Mrs. Nester, from Roundup, in charge of 
the services here. Mrs, Nester was a widow with 
three daughters, Eva, Lucy and Barbara. Eva, 
being the eldest, came here to stay with her 
mother for the first year, and attended school at 
Diamond Valley. The two younger girls stayed 
with Mrs, Nester’s parents. Their only mode of 
transportation was walking, and Mrs. Nester 
walked a goodly number of miles in all kinds of 
weather. They, too, lived in the Lightbown house. 
Phillip Larsen, a neighbor, gave her a cow to 














milk in the summer months, and she sold butter 
to make a bit of extra money. 

‘hrough harvest time, Mrs. Nester began an- 
houncing that there would be special 
Evangelistic services later on, and just before 
Christmas and into the new year, Mr. and Mrs. 
G. Batke came. During this time a real revival 
took place, and a congregation of over 50 people 
was formed, 

Camp meeting was held in Alex Stewart's 
barn loft the next summer, and on a clear even- 
ing the lusty singing could be heard a mile away. 
Following this camp meeting, Mrs. Nester was 
married to Mr. C. Upshall, and, together with the 
three girls, they continued the work here. 

Services were held in the school for over two 
years, and people began to feel the need of 
building a church. Land was donated for the 
project by Charles Snyder, directly across the 
road, west of the school, 

‘The decision was made to build a log church, 
large enough to seat about 100 people. Logs were 
taken out from a forest reserve about 10 miles 
west of Ricinus during the winter of 1936, by 
volunteer labour. There was a small cabin on the 
property nearby that was not in use, and the 
‘owner said the men could stay there while they 
were cutting the logs. The men remember wak- 
ing up in the morning to the tune of bubbling 
porridge being prepared by Mr. Upshall. Logs 
were then hauled by team and sleigh from this 
area to the church site. The stopping point along 
the way was the home of Clyde Comstock, a 
bachelor. Construction of the little log church 
was begun in the spring of 1936 with Ed Bart. 
burger in charge. He had learned the trade of 
building with logs in Germany. A number of the 
‘men from the congregation helped when and 
where they could. Lumber for the floor and roof 
was sawed at a mill on the west side of the 
Clearwater River at Ricinus, on the George 
‘MeNutt land, with a steam-powered saw mill. A 
man by the name of Ralph Berry, from Dapp, 
was in charge of the foundation work, root, 
shingling, doors and windows, and the benches, 
Money was a scarce commodity during those 
years, but a sum of money was donated for nails, 
Shingles and windows to the amount of about 
$100. Somehow, it covered the necessary ex- 
penses, doors being donated from an old house on 
the W. T, Burns’ farm. 

‘The church was completed and dedicated for 
service in the late summer of 1936, being af- 
filiated with the Apostolic Church of Pentecost. 
Mr. and Mrs. Upshall continued the work until 
the following summer, when Mrs. Upshall’s 
mother became very ill, and they left to be with 
her for a time. They later started a church in Ed- 
monton. 

Following the departure of the Upshalls the 
work was taken over by Miss Rowse and Miss 
Sczebell. Miss Rowse was the preacher and Miss 
Sczebell the homemaker. They lived in two 
granaries that were put together, and Miss 


























Sczebell, being very artistic, had them fixed up 
as nice as could be. 

Following the building of the church, camp 
meetings were held two different years in 
Charles Snyder’s barn loft. Miss Rowse and Miss 
Sczebell lived in these granaries until a small 
two-room parsonage was erected in the late fall, 
Water was obained from the school pump across 
the road. 

‘The John Falkner family came after these 
two young ladies left. Some Eckville people may 
remember Jack Falkner, who lived for a time In 
Eckville and worked as a motor mechanic in 
Larry Knudsen’s garage. Mrs. Falkner did most 
of the preaching, as Jack worked most of the 
time to supplement the family income. 

Bert McPhail, a nephew of the Falkners, 
followed them as pastor, when they moved to 
Cheddarville. The John Harty family arrived in 
August 1940 and stayed until early spring the 
following year. Ben Evert came in the spring of 
1941 and was married that summer to Myrtle 
Downs, of Calgary. C. S. Fair filled in for a short 
time after the Everts left and then Ken and Anna 
Seargeant came as Pastor, and were here for 
elght years. 

‘During this time a new four-room parsonage 
was bullt, and during thelr stay here thelr home 
was blessed with four sons. 

Ray Young, who had been pastor at the 
Withrow Mission, moved to Diamond Valley and 
was pastor at the two churches. One pastor has 
served both churches since that time, with the 
odd exception. Arden and Maryse Ellis came to 
us from Vancouver Evangelistic Tabernacle, 
but, due to ill health, were not able to stay very 
long. Louls and Shirley Peskett followed the 
Ellises, and both were good young peoples’ 
workers, During their stay in the area the Fron- 
tier Youth For Christ Camp was founded at 
Shunda Lake, west of Nordegg. It was while he 
was leader at one of the summer camps that 
Louis was seriously injured in a mountain clim- 
bing expedition with young people and passed 
away 10 days later in an Edmonton hospital. 
Prior to this time he and his wife and two sons 
had been living in Edmonton where he worked as 
a Youth for Christ Director. A mountain, near 
the David Thompson Highway between Nordegg 
and the Saskatchewan crossing is named 
“Mount Peskett” in his honor. Agnes Hall, trom 
Saskatchewan, came as an assistant pastor to 
Louis Peskett and served at Diamond Valley for 
‘some months. 

Mel and Gretta Taylor arrived following 
Agnes Hall and were here for about a year. Bud 
and Doris McLean came to us from Kerrobert, 
Saskatchewan, with thelr two boys. Cliff and Eva 
Baines, with their family of two children, came 
from Camp Creek, near Athabasca. 

‘Mel and Muriel Hansen came from near Cold 
Lake, with one daughter and twin boys. Hugh 
Cruikshank came from Port Alberni, B.C., and 
was here for eight years, During this time the 
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assembly increased in number and the need of 
Sunday School rooms became apparent. The par- 
sonage was sold and the money was used to build 
Sunday School rooms, adjacent to the church. 

‘The parsonage was sold only because it was im: 
possible to procure a well on the premises. Mr. 

Cruikshank felt the call to missionary and 
evangelistic work in the Far East, and as of 1978, 
is working in Indonesia. 

Arthur Thomas, a local farmer and member 
of the congregation, had charge of the pastoral 
Guties for about a two-year period. This brings us 
up to date on the history of the Diamond Valley 
Church. We are at present without a pastor, as 
we have been intermittently throughout ‘the 
years, but contacts have been made. Like so 
many’ small country churches, our membership 
has fluctuated, sometimes in number near the 
sixtles and sometimes as few as elght or ten. 
Through the years we have almost always had a 
Sunday School program at Christmas — usually 
taken care of by the pastor and his wife or by one 
of the local ladies. 

A number of weddings have also taken place, 
the first one being that of Ted and Lilian Von 

jollen. 

We have been very fortunate indeed to have 
had Arvid Anderson, one of the first converts in 
the district, for our Bible class teacher for a 
period of over 20 years. He has also filled in 
many times when we were without a pastor. We 
have appreciated all of our pastors, as wel! as 
each of our local people who have So willingly 
given of their time down through the years as 
‘Sunday School teachers or any other duties to be 
found in connection with the progress of a 
chureh. My apologies to any whose names may 
have been missed, or for any dates that may be 
incorreet. 

“We can only give thanks unto the Lord, for 
He is good: for His mercy endureth forever.”” 


DIAMOND VALLEY GAS CO-OP 

On January 18, 1968, W. T. Burns, Charles 
Skoedopole and Robert Hubi were having coffee 
at a local lunch counter when the subject of 
natural gas arose. 

‘A meeting of interested persons was held at 
the Gaetz Community Centre on February 28, 
1968. 

Charles Skocdopole was nominated president, 
W. T. Burns vice-president, Robert Hubi 
secreiary-treasurer. Directors were: R. H. 
Lewis, Bruce Hagerman, Jack Sheppard, Dave 
Pearson, Vern Nelson, R. A. Stainiforth, Jim 
Savage, Donald Hansen. 

‘The boundaries were set as Highway 2 on the 
east, Red Deer River on the south, Clearwater 
River on the west, Highway 11 on the north. 
However, a two-mile buffer zone was established 
it need be. 

‘The name “Diamond Valley Gas Co-op" was 
chosen, as this seemed to be the district with the 
most interest. 




















A meeting on August 26, 1968, saw the incor- 
poration of the Co-op with the Corporation 
Branch of the Provincial Government, with Mr. 
Herb Warner being the representative, A con: 
tract was signed between Apache Oil and the Co- 
op to purchase gas from a well on Robert Hubl's 
farm for 14.8¢ per MCF. 

Due to slow response of the local farmers, the 
boundaries had to be changed. Burnt Lake Gas 
Co-op was formed so the new boundaries were 
set: Medicine River on East, Gilby road on 
north, Stauffer road on west, Caroline highway 
on the south, 

The services of Bell and Fenske as consulting 
engineers were approved. An estimated cost of 
$1375, per customer was set, as a target for the 
first 42 customers. Skocdopoie Construction Ltd, 
was hired to do the construction of the system: 
Work started on October 27, 1971 and was com: 
pleted December 22, 1971. 





Gas turned on DV. Gas Co-op Dee. 23, 1971, Glen Skosdopote 
and WT Burns 


Donald Hansen and Robert Hubl donated 
their services to install meters and other service 
work. Robert Hubl is the permanently paid ser- 
vice man at this date. 

In 1972, block B north of Eckville was in- 
stalled, with 68 customers. A five-year contract 
with Hudson's Bay Oil and Gas was signed at 
‘214¢ per MCF escalating ¢ per year. 

‘The fall of 1972, block C was formed and built 
with the gas supply being the original Apache 
well for the south end and the trunk line north of 
Leslieville to supply the north end, 

Members of the board in 1972 were W. T. 
Burns president, C. Skocdopole vice-president, 
Robert Hubl secretary-treasurer. Directors! 
Donald Hansen, Glenn Skocdopole, Claude 
Caton, August Kasper, Wilbert Kubic, Les Hake, 
Les Finkbeiner. 

In 1975, Wye Burns retired and was replaced 
by Al Turner. 





In March, 1976, Mel Knopp and Arlen Von 
Hollen replaced Les Hake and Les Finkbeiner. 

1977 saw 138 urban and 136 rural customers to 
hook-up including Kountry Meadow Trailer 
Court at Benalto. 

Due to the bad fall in 1977, many farmers 
would not permit construction to proceed across 
thelr land, so construction was not started until 
very late. However, most of the system was com- 
pleted before the ground froze too hard. Twenty. 
four customers did not receive gas because of 
this. These farms will be connected to gas as 
Soon as weather permits in 1978. 











CConstuction for Diamond Valey Gas, 1977 


DIAMOND VALLEY LADIES CLUB — by 

Darlene Burns 

During war years, the ladies hereabouts 

Gathered at various homes to hold Red Cross 
teas. 

‘They iknitted, sewed, visited and together 

Sent parcels to the boys who were overseas, 

‘Then at the home of Azalea Phillips 

in August, of nineteen forty-two 

A club was formed and fifteen paid-up members 

Carried on, “business-like” the work they'd set 
to do. 

Mrs. Gonda Anderson — since departed from us 

With ready wit and steady hand, held the 
president's chair, 

‘The secretary-treasurer was Margaret Nielson 

And these two, for 10 busy years, held the offices 
with care. 

Mrs. Mabel Tennant, Margaret Burns, Neva 
Craig, 

And Christina Murphy with the Club did stay, 

While Selma Boller, Azalea Phillips, Eva Sonnie, 
Alice Snyder, 

Elizabeth Wright and Jesse Stewart later moved 
away. 
































































Diamond Valley Ladies Club. L. to R: Jes Stewart, Mable 
Tennant, Mrs. Weight, Gonda Anderson, Neva Craig, Alice Soyser, 
Lilian Anderson, Margaret Murphy, Hazel Hansen, Christina 
Murphy, Margare Burns, Marina Razzolis, Mae Crawford, Eva 
Sonnie, Maureen Craig 


Margaret Murphy moved to Vancouver, Meta 
Erickson was a member, too. 

Later Mrs. Mae Crawford passed away, but still 
‘the club had work to do. 

‘Then the war was over, no more parcels to be 
sent, 

But Club work continues on, the helping hand is 
Tent 

With fruit baskets for the ill, wreaths for the 
departed, 

Farm sale lunches, showers and gifts for homes 
newly started 

In Aufust of 1943 two new members joined the 
clan, 

Lilllan Anderson and Catherine Caton helped the 
club to plan, 

In March of i944 Jean McNeil and her mother, 
Marion McLean were to stay 

‘Along with Hazel Hansen, a good club member 
until she passed away. 

Donations towards the hospital, 

Danees for a worthy cause, 

Improvements on the old school house, 

Club work continues on without even a pause. 

Lydia Bergstrom, Barbara Goedicke, Lily Wad- 
‘son and Mrs. Helen McNeil 

Joined with Sally Tennant and Teresa 
Rasmussen to be in on the deal. 

New neighbors were Ruth Logan and Gertrude 
‘MeCann 

With Audrey Olson and Mary Medin adding thetr 
names to the local clan. 

‘The roll call at the meetings proves interesting 
indeed 

‘And the raffle is always an object that someone 
will need. 

‘The entertainment that each one presents is of a 
varied kind 

From readings to puzzles and prizes and they're 
not always easy to find. 

Cancer collecting each year has been our con: 
cern. 

Then Beatrice Horner, Margaret Bouskill and 
Adeline Lemke 









Became new members, we learn. 

In 1954 a tree, planted in memory of Dr. Coppock 
was done, 

‘The birthday cakes, bean suppers and pientes 
proved to be fun. 

Anna Crawford, May Caton and Anne Burns all 
joined, too. 

A bread baking contest was held 

‘And the District Home Economist told us what to 
do. 

‘The television appearance was a new experience 
for us all 

Eileen Hansen paid her membership fee, Darline 
Burns added on in the fall 

Donations to the ball club, to the orphanage and 
baby gifts were sent, 

The “Jolly Seventecn” had to make more 
money, 

Because it was always easily spent. 

If the Community Centre needs a helping hand 
for repairs 

‘They can count on the “*Club” for an organization 
that cares. 

Agnes Murdoch and Marj Tullock then came 
along. 

Each meeting begins with a favorite hymn for 
‘our opening song. 

Deloyee Burns, Mary Storms and Vi Wells are 
added to the slate 

With Evelyn MeGeachy, Zella David joining in, 

Everyone tries not to be late. 

A happy 25th Anniversary celebration for all, 
brought memories galore 

For the members of long standing, and new 
neighbors had good times in store. 

Mary Burdick, Marjorie Toker and Stephanie 
Hansen wished their way into pay 

Leona Robin, a new member to help, 

But Sharon Engert soon moved away. 

Catering to anniversaries; shut-ins receive 
Christmas baking, 

Welcoming dinners, even bibs to the han- 
dicapped taking, 

Sewing courses offered; sometimes special 
guests 

Invited to the monthly meeting, 

Helpful, thoughtful and busy, the years have a 
way of fleeting. 

Nineleen hundred and seventy-seven, 

Thirty-five years of co-operation. 

We have Margaret Neilson, Neva Craig and 
Christina Murphy 

Who were here in the start of our little nation. 

We congratulate the members, we wish them the 
very best, 

We remember those departed, and God Bless all 
the rest. 





DIAMOND VALLEY SCHOOL HISTORY 

‘As a number of homesteaders were coming 
Into the area in the early 1900's with thelr 
familles, a school was definitely needed, but 
there had to be a certain number of children 
before a school could be bullt. In 1908, when the 














Robert Crawford family, with five school-age 
children, moved into the district, it was decided 
to take immediate action to get a school. In what 
‘was thought to be the central part of the district a 
two acre parcel of land was purchased from 
‘Smith Brothers section 9-38-3-W5 for a small fee. 
‘A school board was formed consisting of Alex 
Stewart, Gust Dahlgren and William Ballance. 
In September 1910 a debenture of $1,000 for 
building and furnishing a school was obtained 
from the Bank of Ottawa, Edmonton. Most of the 
lumber came from the’ Pettifler sawmill and 
Allen McKenzie of Red Deer was awarded the 
contract to build the school, receiving $542.50 for 
his work. Sam Smith broke one acre of the land 
for $4 and David Lightbown was paid $1 for fire- 
guarding the school. The school taxes per 
quarter section of land in 1910 were $8, 

‘The school site was registered in Edmonton 
in January 1911, On January 20, 1911 an adver: 
tisement for a teacher was placed in the “Family 
Herald and Weekly Star” — cost 53 cents. This 
was the beginning of Diamond Valley School No. 
2154. 

Emil Sonnie was paid for six cords of wood on 
February 11 and school supplies such as erasers, 
chalk, broom, dust pan, scrub brush, pail and 
cup, wash basin, heater and stove pipes, were 
purchased. The first teacher was Kate 
Pendergast from Nova Scotia, She arrived about 
‘the middle of April 1911 and her salary was $60 
per month. She boarded at the W. Ballance 
home. Her pupils were Roy Gingras, Helen 
Ballance, Gladys, Norman and Reg Caskie, 
Edith Larson, Henry and Ella Dahlgren, Allen, 
Victor and Helen Sonnle, Agnes, Louise, Francis, 
‘Temple and Andrew Crawford. 

‘The children came to school cross-country 
and much of it being low-lying land, they were 
often wet. Many times they came to school 








barefoot, later donning shoes and stockings at 
school. Two of the teachers, Mr. Wilson and 














Diamond Valley School. L. to R. Ida Wylie, Miss Hutchinson, 
Walter Satchwell, Gordie Nelson, Arvid Anderon, Evin Shaffer, 
[ia Nelson, Claude Caton, Astrid Anderson, Signey Nelson, Olive 
Schaffer, Neva Crawford, Cell Caton, Delbert Hutton, 








‘Miss Berthason boarded at the John Lightbown 
home, also Miss Shultz, who taught at Gaetz 
school. Other teachers boarded at the Robert 
Crawford and Orla Nielsen homes throughout 
the years. Jim Lightbown, Charles Tennant and 
‘Wye Burns all served as school secretary for 
several years. 

In 1918 the district was changed from Local 
Improvement District to Muni 
the Golden West. On October 16, 1937 the district 
was included with the Rocky Mountain School 
Division. On December 30, 1954 the school was 
transferred to the Red Deer School Division. 
September 1954 school busses began transpor- 
ting the Diamond Valley children to the Benalto 
school. The original building still stands and with 
the addition of a new entry and kitchen, it serves 
as the community centre for many gatherings. 
The school board members at the time of the 
school closure were John Kangas, Harry Medin 
and John Craig. 

‘The school inspectors during the years were 
J.P. Boyce, A. R. Gibson, and W. J. McLean. 
‘The ‘school ‘superintendents were Mr. Barnes 
and Mr. Devril, Teachers: Miss Kate Pen- 
dergast,’ Mr. John Acton, Miss Carrie Mc- 
Mann, Mrs. J. K. Sneddon, Mr. H. J. Wilson, 
Miss Charlotte Clark, Miss Dorothy Maxted, Mr. 
‘Maurice Rockwood, Miss Bessie Burdick, Miss 
‘Mary Huchison, Miss Gertrude Kennedy, Miss 
Blanche Crawford, Mrs. A. Rasmussen, Mrs. C. 
‘MeCanna, Miss Edith Smith, Miss Ena Paul, Mr. 
M. H. East, Mr. C. H, Pollock, Miss Anna Liner, 
Miss. Walters, Mr. 8. McCrimmon, Mrs. Edith 
Russell, Miss Christina Munro, Miss Darlene 
Nielsen, Miss Fay Tollifson, Mrs. Barbara 
Goedicke, and Mrs. Dorn. 

An honour roll hangs in the community centre 
with the names and pictures of the young people 
who served in the armed forces during the Se- 
cond World War. John and William Anderson, 
sons of Mr. and Mrs. Chris Anderson, Senior, 
were killed in action. Others who served were 
Edna J. Phillips, Mike, John, Angus and 
Roderick McLean, Roy Wadson, John and 
Donald MeNiel, Jim and Jerry Murphy, Charles 
and William Wright, Arthur Larratt, Alfred 
Brooks, Harold Tennant, Tom Horner, Ed Light- 
bown, Gordon Ballance, Charlie and Carl Ander- 
son, Cecil, Russell and Gordon Caton. 











Diamond Valley Schoo! Pupils - 1941 























ALEX AND FRANK ERICKSON 

‘Alex and Frank Erickson managed a meat 
market in Eckville about 1919-20. Frank married 
and had two sons. He passed away, and his 
widow and son live in Seattle, Washington, 
USA. 

Alex Erickson worked in a top executive pos!- 
tion for Pat Burns and Company until his retire- 
ment. He lived in Vancouver for many years. His 
first wife died while in Vancouver. After his sec- 
ond marriage Alex moved to California, where at 
86 years of age in 1977 he still resides. 


THE ERICKSON FAMILIES — by E. J. 
Erickson 

The history of the Erickson families goes 
back to 1903, when Erik Hendrickson im- 
migrated with the younger members of the fami- 
ly to Red Deer. According to old Scandinavian 
custom, sons of the family took their father’s 
Christian name, adding the suffix ‘son’, thus 
the name of’ the descendants became 
Erick'‘son”. 

Erik Hendrickson, a retired Swedish army 
‘man, on a pension amounting to approximately 
twenty Canadian dollars annually, came to 
Canada to begin a new life at the age of 48 years. 











Haying the W1s 2137-3 summer 1932 L to R, Hlalmson’s hired 
rman with dimp rake, A.E. Eilelson, sticker Harold Hialmson, 
2 wheel sweep El Evickaon, 4 wheel sweep Chils Hjalmson and 
Harty Erickson aot visible with mowers. 


He homesteaded the SW 28-37-3-W5 and built a 
home (still in use today) and a log barn of locally 
‘obtained timber, which is still in good usable con- 
dition in 1977. Both buildings were shingled with 
hand-split pine shakes. After “proving up” the 
homestead it was sold. The third owner was Dan 
‘Mount, and the land is presently occupied by his 
step-son, James Murray. 

‘A short time later the oldest son, N. F. (Fred) 
Erickson also arrived from Sweden and 
homesteaded the NW 32-37-3-W5. He worked as a 
carpenter and built many homes in the area, one 
of them being the home now occupied by the Dar- 
byshire family, on the SE 17-37-3.W5. 

Fred was interested in establishing com- 
munications between the scattered settlers, and 
began promoting telephone service. ‘The first 
telephones in the area were by means of barb 
wire fences, and connected the homes of Fred 
Erickson, Charlie Miller and Aron Erickson, 
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with rings respectively one, two and three longs, 
Later the barb wire phone service was extended 
to include several more, including W. H. 
Stringer, who at that time was a member of the 
council of the Municipality of Golden West, 
which later became a part of the Municipality of 
Red Deer. A ring of five or six longs, or more, 
made quite a countdown! 

In 1917 the Happy Hill phone line was 
organized and members hauled dry tamarack 
from the west country during the winter. After 
construction in the summer of 1918 a telephone 
service with about 12 members and including the 
Happy Hill School became effective eastward 
from the Fred Erickson home. A line was also 
organized westward to Hespero, and by means of 
a simple switch on the wall of the Erickson home 
members of the Happy Hill line could be con- 
nected to the Hespero store. Later lines from 
Evergreen, Diamond Valley and New Hill were 
connected to the Erickson home. A switchboard 
was installed with the first operator being 
daughter Emily. This service was in operation 
for many years under the directory-listed name 
of “Erixon’” until absorbed by the Eckville 
Mutual Telephone Company. 

Fred Erickson was also the Esso dealer for 
many years, winning merit awards from the 
company for his business. 

‘The elder son, John, continued farming the 
home place for a number of years. A gas plant 
was built on the north-east corner of the quarter. 
John is now retired and is living near Sundre. 

‘The younger son, Frank, married Lela Hester 
and they moved to Mission City in the Fraser 
Valley of British Columbia. Here he established 
a successful auto-dealership. They are now 
retired, and are living in Vancouver. 

‘The youngest son of Erik Hendrickson, 
Hjalmar, homesteaded the NE 20-37-3.W5, sel 
ing this to G. W. Smith of Red Deer, who later 
sold it to Aaron Erickson in 1916. The total price 
was $1600, with a small down payment and the 
balance payable over a 10-year period. Hjalmar 
spent his life at Blairmore, Alberta, where he 
worked as a carpenter. He and his wife had a 
family of four children, who are now living in Ed- 
monton, Calgary, Vancouver and Victoria, 

‘Aaron and Emma Erickson, with thelr two 











‘Arron and Emms Erickson leaving the farm for retirement at 
Haney, B.C. summer 194 











small boys, came to Canada in the spring of 1912, 
just missing transportation on the “’Titanic”, the 
il-fated ship that went down with a loss of almost 
all aboard. The family became farmers in the 
area and the parents retired to Haney, British 
‘Columbia in 1941 when the younger son, Harry, 
took over the home farm. 

‘Aaron took an active part in community af- 
fairs, holding offices in the Diamond Valley 
U.F.A. local, as a school trustee. He was active 
in canvassing for membership for the Central 
Alberta Dairy Pool when it was organized. He 
was a Dairy Pool delegate for the Eckville dis 
trict for a number of years. He also took a part in 
getting the rural mail route No. three es- 
tablished. He was a member of the original 
Board of the Central Hall when it was planned 
and built by volunteer labor in 1930. The land for 
the hall was donated by Fred Erickson, who also 
Ioaned some money for the building and super- 
vised the construction. 

‘After the death of his wife in 1956, Aaron 
returned to Eckville and built a house in town 
where he lived for a time. However, he spent the 
last couple of years before his death in 1966, with 
his daughter Lily in Edmonton. 

Harry married Meta Payne from Rocky 
Mountain House. After being owned by the fami- 
ly for nearly 70 years, the home farm was sold by 
them when they retired to Penticton, B.C. in 
1976. 

‘The eldest son, Maurice, is a chartered ac- 
countant, After his marriage he spent a term 
with the Sudan Interior Mission in Ethiopia. He 
and his wife are now living in Dawson Creek, 
B.C., where he has established his own account 
ing business. 

Robert entered a banking career. He is 
married and lives in Calgary, Alberta. The girls, 
Jeanette, June and Connle are all married and 
living in ‘Alberta. June taught school for a 
number of years. 

Elvie, the eldest daughter of Aaron Erickson, 
married Lloyd Nelson and lives on a farm at New 
Norway, Alberta. 

Lily ‘taught school at Crimson Lake and 
Spruceview and later spent several years. in 
Nigeria with the Sudan Interior Mission. After 
returning home from the mission field she taught 
school briefly at Eckville, then married Don 
Kennett and now lives in Edmonton. 

‘The elder son of Aaron Erickson, Erik Ingvar, 
won a scholarship at Young People’s Week at the 
University of Alberta and took a two-year course 
at the Olds School of Agriculture. He then 
farmed in the Diamond Valley area until retiring 
to Osoyoos, B.C. in 1971. He married Emily 
Johnston of Leslieville in 1935 and they raised a 
family of three: Bernard, Lorraine and Phyllis. 

Erick served at different times in various 
associations such as secretary of the Diamond 
Valley U.F.A., before its disbanding under the 
Social Credit “avalanche in 1935. He served in 
later years in various associations and in various 

















capacities: in Unifarm, the Livestock Shipping 
Association, the Eckville Mutual Telephone 
Company,’ and the Eckville Co-operative 
Association. He also served for a number of 
years as a deacon of the Benalto Baptist Church. 
Emily also took an active part in various 
women’s groups. 

Son Bernard graduated from Ryerson 
Institute in a course in business management in 
1971 and has held various accounting positions in 
‘Alberta, Manitoba and Ontario. 

Daughter Lorraine lives on a farm near Red 
Deer. 

Younger daughter, Phyllis, after graduation 
from high school in Red Deer, worked for the 
Alberta Government Telephones in Calgary for a 
while, She later took a course at the Berian Bible 
College and after graduation served for some 
years with the Yukon Baptist Mission, until its 
amalgamation with the Northern’ Canada 
Evangelical Mission. She now lives at 
Grimshaw. 

All the girls are married and have thelr own 
families. 


GEFLE, CARL VICTOR 

Carl Victor Gefle, better known as Bud, was 
born June 19, 1928 in Calgary, Alberta. He is the 
eldest son of Martin and Lillie Gefle, 

Bud took his schooling at the Bluebell School. 
Depending on the weather, he walked, rode 
horseback or drove horse and buggy, and 
boarded the horse with Uncle Olaf Medin 
Among his fondest school memories was to have 
had the present Mrs. Stephanie Woima as a 
teacher. Although there were many good 
teachers, she has left an everlasting memory. 

(On one occasion, several students had to Te- 
main inside the school in the basement for mis- 
behaving. This area of the school was used for 
storage, including your coats and lunch pails. 
Never at a loss for something to do, Bud in: 
cluded, a game of football was organized using 
some of the lunch pails, which were actually 
empty syrup pails, The game was vigorous and 
noisy and the students outside, hearing this, 
naturally wanted to join in, putting an end to it 
all. 

Youth activities were organized on your own. 
If you wanted to skate you made your own rink, 
and challenged all comers (including your 
sisters) to a game of hockey. A neighbor, Mike 
Worsley, and Bud enjoyed nothing more than 
whipping Marion and Bernice at this game and 
only occasionally did they each take one of the 
girls for a partner to make it a bit more even. 

Assisting with the farming as soon as you are 
old enough is a way of life, and during the war 
years all the youth had to do their share. At that 
time the Harvard plane was a common sight and 
sound for many years in the area. The pilots took 
advantage of the farmers working in the fields to 
practice their flying techniques by taking dives 
at them. It caused a few horses to run away and 











unnerved many a farmer who was only aware of 
thelr presence Just as they were overhead and 
pulling up again. Bud remembers the amused 
look this procedure always brought to his grand- 
father Victor Medin, when he helped him cut 
grain. 

The winter soon saw the young men leave 
school and pursue their talents in the logging 
camps in the west country. Saturday night, 
regardless of weather conditions, meant a trip to 
Nordegg to wateh the local hockey team. If they 
came home for the weekend there could be a 
chinook at camp and a blizzard on as they neared 
home. 

Bud put up a windcharger for his parents so 
they had electricity (25 watts per light) several 
years before the rural power lines came through. 

He worked for several years with electricians 
from Sylvan Lake and Eckville. Their work took 
them to many areas locally, and as far east as 
Penhold, Alberta. Running water and sewage 
disposal’ were practically non-existent in all of 
the rural areas. One day as the men were prepar: 
ing to have dinner, the waste pail, being full to 
the brim, was sitting out waiting to be emptied, 
when oné gentleman had the misfortune to turn 
around and put his foot right into it. Em 
barrassing indeed! 

This same community was planning a social 
evening and one mischievous youth made some 
very delicious chocolate using his own special in- 
gredients, one of them being Exax. The next 
day found some very busy people, depending on 
the extent of their sweet tooth. 

‘Although Bud isn’t actively engaged in elec- 
trleal work now, he is a source of consultation for 
many folk, 

‘On November 12, 1955 Bud married Trudie 
(Gertrude Amelia) McKellar. 

Trudie was born September 4, 1935 In 
Calgary, Alberta, the eldest child of William D. 
and Beulah M. McKellar. She was raised in 
‘Turner Valley, and many points in southern 
Alberta, where the oilfield work took her 
parents. The prairie was hot and dry, and one 
summer we lived in a tent. I can still remember 
my mother, nearly every day, carefully burning 
the ticks off my brother and myself. In 1945 we 
moved to Condor, Alberta, where my parents 
still resfde on the farm, and we attended the 
Northup School. The Christmas concert was the 
highlight of the year for most. students and 
parents. It took hours of practice and much 
patience from the teacher, but our efforts were 
rewarded by our parents attendance and keen in- 
terest. 

‘Alas oll was still in Dads blood and in 1948 we 
moved to Ledue where I finished my schooling 
All the student functions were held in the school 
auditorium and the music was supplied by 
several talented students. We were fortunate to 
have a good skating rink only a block from home, 
and I spent many hours there. 

‘The Gefle’s have four children, all born in 





ville. Michael Stephen born August 8, 1956; 
‘Timothy Gordon born January 6, 1958; Connie 
Nadine born November 14, 1959 and Donna Lynn 
born May 24, 1963. The children all attended the 
schools in Eckvilie, They have participated in 
school athletics, Minor Hockey, Cubs and Scouts, 
Explorers and Figure Skating. 

In 1960 we bought the N.W. 29-38-3-W5, after 
renting it for a number of years. Bud built most 
of the bulldings and did all the landscaping and 
tree planting. 

In 1973 Bud entered a partnership with his, 
brother Allen Gefle, when they bought the 
former Isaacson farm from Frank Thompson, 
which is the N.W. 27-38-3-W5 and S.W. 34-38-3-W5. 

Bud also operates several ofl well and 
batteries for various oll companies. He is a 
charter member of the Benalto B.P.O.E 
Number 404 Lodge and has held several offices 
including Exalted Ruler. He assisted with 
coaching minor hockey in Eckville in its for- 
mative years. 

‘Trudie is a charter member of the Benalto 
0.0.R.P. Number 233 Lodge and has held several 
offices including Honoured Royal Lady and 
Secretary. 

‘At present our son Michael is assisting his dad 
with the farming on a full time crop basis and 
works part time on the oil rigs. 

Previously he worked for a contractor for 

Calgary Power in Central and North Central 
Alberta. 
im is operating a cat, plowing in the gas 
Ines to the farms in central and eastern Alberta 
during the summer. He also helps with the farm. 
ing when he is available and enjoys restoring 
cars to prime running condition. Tim and Mike 
have both operated the well for their dad. 

Connie and Donna are both attending school 
in Eckville. 

‘he closest we ever came to getting complete- 
ly hailed out was in July 1959. That year we did 
combine some but the snow came and stayed 
before we finished. A lot of our neighbors were 
not so lucky, “but then there is always next 
year.” 








MARTIN GJEFLES — by Bernice Nielson 

Hi! I’m Bernice Nielsen and I’m going to do 
my best to write my parents’ memories for the 
Eekville and District history book. 

My dad’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Gje- 
fle, (nee Mary Lee) came with their parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Syver Gjefle and Mr. and Mrs. Ole Lee, 
fo Ameriea in about 1857 trom Nordre Land, 

jorway. 

‘My dad was born December 23, 1895 at Mound 
City, South Dakota, U.S.A. In 19i1, the family 
decided to venture to Canada. They shipped their 
livestock, equipment, and personal belongings 
by train to Red Deer. They stopped overnight in 
North Dakota to say goodbye to dad’s aunt and 
uncle, on whose land the Garrison Dam is built. 
There Is controversy over this dam today 








between the United States and Canada. Younger 
family members live there now, and their house 
is about forty rods from the Dam. From South 
Dakota to Red Deer, the trip took four days. My 
‘grandfather had to remain at the U.S. border for 
one extra day while the livestock was checked 
for disease. 

He and his family then homesteaded NW 30- 
38.5-W5, in the Horseguard District, The house 
they built in 1911 Is still standing there, a little 
worse for wear, but a pleasant memory to drive 
to and look at once in awhile. 

‘My dad filed on a homestead SE 31-37-5-W5 in 
the Horseguard District on December 23, 1913, 
his 18th birthday. There wasn’t any snow on the 
ground on that day. During the fall of 1915 he 
operated the water wagon for the threshing 
machine, Harvest was late, This particular crew 
that year worked 90 consecutive days threshing 
grain all the way from Alhambra to Evarts. In 
4916 dad went to Red Deer, and got his steam 
fengineer’s certificate, and’ operated a steam 
engine in the saw milis during the winter. 

‘Dad served in the Infantry in the First World 
War. He was stationed in England. The Ar- 
miistice was signed the day before the troops he 
served with were to leave for France. He, along 
with many others, had a go-around with the 1918 
fu, In the Army the cure for most anything that 
alled a body was a shot in the arm (I think) of 
number nine and a few good big slugs of rum. 
What number nine consisted of no one seems to 
know. Maybe that is what we should be getting 
now, instead of a swine flu vaccination! In 1919 
dad returned to Canada and resumed farming. 

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Medin (nee Lydia Ander- 
son) were both born in Sweden. My mother, 
Lillie Gjefle, is their oldest daughter. She was 
born June 24, 1905 at her parents’ home in the 
Evaris District. In 1910 they moved to the 
Coronation Distriet. Her parents also had a farm 
there. 

The first school mom attended was Lucerne 
It was bullt around 1914. Her means of transpor- 
tation was horse and buggy. Her first teacher 
was Miss Gaetz and her second one was Miss 
Hood, in 1915. She boarded at Grandpa and 
Grandma Medins'. In 1919 grandpa moved his 
family to Medford, Oregon, U.S.A. Mom contin: 
ued her education there, attending Lincoln and 
Meaford High School.” During the summer 
holidays she worked in the orchards. In 1923, 
they returned to Coronation, and in 1924 back to 
their farm in the Evarts area, but thelr address 
was by now, changed to Hespero. Mom was 
employed at different places throughout the dis- 
trict, and was also her dad's right-hand man at 
home, milking cows and working in the fields. 

In March 1928, my parents were married at 
Red Deer. They never have told me when or 
where they met, so I'll not pester them about 
that. It seems I've been asking them enough 
other questions lately. But my guess is they more 
than likely met at a dance somewhere, between 











Evarts and Rocky Mountain House. After their 
marriage they lived in Calgary and dad worked 
for a rancher at High River. In the fall of 1928 
they moved back to the Hespero area. Dad spent 
the winter hauling logs from the site eight miles 
southwest of Rocky Mountain House to the 
Rocky Mountain House Fort. 

Tn the spring of 1929 they moved to Coronation 
and farmed there until 1933. These years, 
because of drought, they harvested three crops 
out of five, Mom tells me it was for sure the “air- 
ty thirties"! By 1930-1931 things were really get- 
ting bad. All farm produce was getting cheaper. 
Eggs were from eight cents per dozen and down. 
Cream also was not worth much. Good cows 
could be bought for $10, if you had the 
$10! Pigs sold for §2-$5. Along with 
the depressing parts of the thirties, now and 
again, some little thing would turn up and lift 
your spirits. Mom recalis one instance when she 
was trying to find just five pennies around the 
house s0 they could buy the Chicago Herald, 
When, lo and behold, in the back porch hung a 
pair of pants since’ the previous spring, She 
looked in the pockets and found $2. They 
hitched up the horses, headed to town and, 
besides the Chicago Herald, they loaded up a 
good supply of groceries! Lady Luck smiled on 
dad, too, when he was on his way to Castor for a 
load of coal. The weather was cold so he walked 
alongside his wagon to keep warm. He found a 
nice length of chain and 35¢ on the road. He had a 
lunch with him. but went to the cafe and treated 
himself to hot coffee and ple for 10¢. His double 
wagon box full of coal cost 75¢. 

‘In 1929 wheat was $1.55 per bushel, oats five tp 
seven cents per bushel. The yield in 1929 was 
about 11 bushels per acre. In 1833 wheat was 28¢ 
er bushel. That same year dad seeded 400 bush- 
els of wheat and harvested 200 bushels. The 
grasshoppers and wind took the oat crop com- 
Pletely. A few other prices mom and dad 
remember from the thirties: the best coffee 25¢ 
per pound; a good house dress $1.00; prairie 
‘wool, $8.00 per ton (ater it went up to $13 per ton) 
and Snutf was 10¢ per tin, 

In 1983 my Grandpa Gjefle passed away. Dad 
and mom moved to his farm in the Horseguard 
District, Grandma Gijefie lived with them from 
1935 until 1937, when dad and mom moved to the 
Alfred Rasmussen farm just a short distance 
from Grandpa and Grandma Medin’s. By this 
time, of course mom and dad had Carl (Bud), 
Marion and me (Bernice) around to keep them 
alert. I was pretty young so I don’t remember a 
great deal, but I guess we were still in the era of, 
the ‘dirty’ thirties”. T sure do remember when 
the army worms called around and cleaned up 
the garden! 

Christmas was always spent at Grandma and 
Grandpa Medin’s and there were, always, s0 
‘many good things to eat. The only hardship of the 
day was that we could never open our presents 
unill the dishes had been washed. The Christmas 





tree was very pretty, especially after dark, when 
grandma lit the candles on it. 

‘New Year's Day was celebrated at our house. 
Grandma Gjefle would be with us that day, hav- 
ing returned from spending Christmas in 
Spokane, Washington, or in Montana. New 
Year's Day was her birthday. Come summer we 
spent a lot of time at my Grandma GJefle’s, put- 
ting up hay. Dad would haul it home in the winter 
with four head of horses. The distance was 18 
miles and the trip took about 14 hours, which in- 
cluded loading the hay rack, 

In 1940 dad and mom rented a quarter of land 
trom Mr. Botten, SW 33-38-3-W5, in the Bluebell 
District. ‘The Bluebell School is located on the 
northwest corner of this quarter. Ezra Isaacson 
now lives in it. Mr. Botton was a widower, and 
since the house was quite large, he lived in the 
front room. This was the first time we had a 
telephone, and was it ever great to be able to 
phone grandma! One of the first catastrophes 
that Bud, Marion and I got ourselves into was the 
pantry. It was large, with nice shelves on three 
sides, so we went in, shut the door, and looked to 
see If the people who had moved out had left 
anything behind. There was no door knob on the 
inside, just a latch on the outside, so there we 
were, hollering for the folks to get us out. 

During World War Il, gas, sugar and butter, 
among other things, were rationed. We made our 
own butter with a dasher that you pulled up and 
down in an earthern churn. We didn't get many 
cakes, but mom had a recipe for gingerbread 
that you sweetened with syrup or honey, so we 
had jots of that with whipped cream. Rhubarb 
was our canned fruit. 

In 1941 my dad was quite sick; he spent the 
winter getting over a bad case of high blood 
pressure, The neighbors were kind in helping us 
out with the chores. Many thanks to them! 

Local entertainment was visiting family and 
neighbors. After harvest was finished, we would 
have card parties and dances at the school on 
Saturday nights to raise money for the Christ: 
mas concert. Music was supplied by Norman 
Anderson, Margaret and Walter Boettger, and 
Bob Matthews. 

In 1943 we received a pleasant surprise when 
our brother Allan was born. There was some dis- 
pute between Bud, Marion, and me over who the 
new fellow would sleep with. 

In 1944, dad and mom purchased the farm 
from Mr. Botton. In 1944 or 1945 we had a hail 
storm that broke most all the windows on the 
north side of the house, The veranda saved the 
windows to the west. The crop and garden were 
lost, but we gathered hailstones in a hurry and 
made ice cream! Along about 1945 Bud sent away 
for a wind charger that he erected on top of the 
house, wired the kitchen and we had 25 watts 
worth of powerful light when the wind blew. 

In 1954, our country schools were closed — 
centralization had taken over! The students 
from the Bluebell District went by bus to 


Eckville; Allan was the only one from our family 
who got in on that. 

In 1955-56, the oll drilling rage started in our 
area. In 1948, Calgary Power came to us. The 
countryside that used to be pretty dark is now lit 
up with oll flares and yard lights. There are pipe 
lines going underground in most all directions, 
‘That's progress! 

‘Time surely passes very quickly. Here it is 
1977. Mom and dad are both doing just fine and 
taking a great interest in farming activities. 

As for thelr offspring: Bud married Trudie 
MeKeller of Condor. They farm a mile west of 
our folks on the former Gathercole place. They 
have four children — Michael, Timmy, Connie 
and Donna. 

‘Marion married Russell Stauffer. They make 
their homes between Calgary and Medicine Hat. 
Russ drives a bus for Greyhound and they also 
operate BarXf| Aviation at Medicine Hat. They 
have two children, Judy (Mrs. Vern Payne) and 
‘Terry. 

Allan married Ruth Halstien of Estevan, 
Saskatchewan, and farms the former Isaacson 
place. Allan also works for Robert Pollitt Oilfield 
Construction, Ruth operated a beauty salon at 
Eckville for some time. They have two children, 
Travis and Vivian. 

‘As for me, I'm Elmer Nielsen's roommate. 
We farm in the Happy Hill district and I operate 
a Giftware and Beauty Shop at Spruce View. 

I may have a wrong date here or there, or an 
error inmy little story. If so, they were definitely 
unintentional. 

In closing, may I congratulate our parents, 
grandparents and all senior citizens for a job 
well done, I doubt if we youngsters have their 
determination or guts. 





HANSEN — O'BRIEN 

‘Hans Peter Hansen — born October 5, 1865, in 
Denmark. Christina Nellsen, born March 16, 
1868, in Denmark, Married in Omaha, Nebraska, 
U.S.A. in 1893. 

In the summer of 1902 Hans Peter Hansen 
visited various parts of Alberta, looking for a 
suitable plece of land on which to make a home. 














He selected the SE 28-38-3-W5, which became the 
Hansen home in Alberta. The family of six 
children, born in Nebraska, consisted of Grace 
Marle, born February 10, 1894; Hans Chris, born 

jeorge William, born February 8, 
var, born December 3, 1898; Alma 
Patricia, born January 8, 1900; Albert’ Neils, 
born August 6, 1901. The family arrived, along 
with more settlers, in Red Deer on April 27, 1903. 
On July 18, 1903, Rosa Julia was born, 








Hansen and O'Brien Family. Chis, Grace, Wile, Alice, Mayme, 
lla, Helen, Alma, Albert Cal, Rost 


‘The Evans farm, about five miles north of 
Red Deer, was rented for a year, during the 
summer some land was cleared and broken on 
the homestead and a slab shack was bullt. The 
family moved to the homestead in the spring of 
1904. Evarts was the post office. Meanwhile, 
Peter Hansen worked away from home in the 
irrigation ditches around Lethbridge. The pur- 
ose was to get necessary cash that they needed, 
since they had had nine crop failures in 
Nebraska. 

‘More buildings were constructed in 1904, 
among them the original house, which still 
stands. This was the year Ella was born on 
September 21, 1904. It is recalled that an um- 
brella was put over the bed to protect the mother 
and the new baby from heavy rains, 

The year 1905 saw real tragedy strike the 
family with the murder and robbing of Peter 
Hansen, while transporting a binder from the 
Evans place to thelr home. A man was charged 
with the crime and tried in the first criminal case 
in judicial courts In Alberta. 

‘Mrs. Hansen received $1,000 from a life in- 
surance policy. She used this money to buy milk 
cows so the family would have a continuing 
means of support. Mrs. Hansen had received in 
her native land the equivalent of a home 
economics course, which would include medical 
aid, home nursing, sewing and all home-making 
arts. 

In 1906 or 1907 Mrs. Hansen filed on a 
homestead with widow’s rights, which was about 
six miles west of the home place, and proved up 
‘on {t with the help of her children. To help out the 
family income, Chris, the oldest son, freighted 








from Red Deer to Rocky Mountain House, mak- 
ing two trips a week. During these years the 
Hansen home was the stopping place for many 
travellers from Red Deer to Rocky Mountain 
House. 

Meanwhile the school division had been 
formed and Mrs. Hansen had the honor of nam- 
ing the school, which was “Bluebell” No. 1186, 
this name being used until the school closed in 
1954, Her children, Chris and Grace, attended 
school at Crossroads (neither one could speak 
English) and then attended Bluebell school along 
with the rest of the family. Later, some of the 
grandchildren also attended this school. 

In 1908 Mrs. Hansen married Andrew J. 
O'Brien, and three girls were born to them, 
‘Mayme was born on December 3, 1908, Alice on 
February 7, 1910 (died in 1974), and Helen born 
on October 16, 1911 (died in 1928). 

In 1922 Mrs. O'Brien had a very severe heart 
attack and was unable to work any longer. 

From 1904 up to 1928, when she moved to Red 
Deer, Mrs, O’Brien was one of the busiest and 
most helpful women in the West Country. She 
was always at the call of her neighbors for nurs- 
ing service, and in any other need that arose in 
those pioneer days. During her time she was 
present at the birth of 187 children, and in many 
cases rendered assistance which’ saved lives. 
Her home was always open to friends and 
visitors and her hospitality became famous over 
a large territory. She was active in the work of 
the Women’s Institute and other local 
organizations. She moved to Red Deer in 1928, 
where she ran a boarding house. Mrs. O’Brien 
passed away in 1932, and Is resting in the Red 
Deer Cemetery. 





ALBERT HANSEN FAMILY 
‘Albert Hansen was born in Sterling, 
Nebraska, U.S.A. on August 6, 1901. He came to 
Alberta with otier members of his family in 1903, 
He received his education at Bluebell school, 

Albert lived on the family farm with his 
mother and, as a teenager, worked at many jobs 
in the surrounding district, one of which was 
winter employment for the Knight Brothers, the 
family of the famous brone rider, Pete Knight, in 
the Crossfield area, His job there was hauling 
wheat about 17 miles to the elevator, and he 
made a trip each day. 

In 1928 Albert purchased the family farm $28- 
38-3.W5, from his mother and settled down to 
clearing land as time and finances permitted. On 
April 14, 1931 he married Hazel Lutz of Eekville. 
‘Their son Donald was born at the Lutz farm on 
the outskirts of Eckville on February 20, 1932. 
‘Their daughters, Myrtle, on September 28, 1933, 
and Betty, on October 5, 1934, were both born at 
‘Mrs. Porter’s nursing home near Condor, exact- 
ly one year and one week apart. 

For extra income a large herd of purebred 
registered Ayrshire cows were milked, and the 
cream and milk was sold. In later years the milk 











[Abert and Hazel Hansen, Betty, Donald and Myrtle, 


was picked up by a truck at the driveway and 
taken to the Alpha plant in Red Deer. 

Albert and Hazel were very active in all com- 
munity work. Albert was a trustee for the 
Bluebell School District for many years. He was 
also instrumental in the grading and gravelling 
of the Diamond Valley road, which was strictly a 
community project as the Muntcipal District had 
no funds available for the work at that time. In 
later years he was a director on the Eckville Co- 
op Board, the Eckville Mutual Telephone 
Association, the Eckville Credit Union and the 
Co-op Livestock Marketing Association. 

Hazel was a long-time member of the Dia. 
mond Valley Ladies Club, in which she was a 
very active worker in thelr many community 
projects. 

Albert and Hazel were secretaries for the 
Eckville Rural Electrification Association. 
Albert was one of the founding members of the 
Board of Directors, which led to many endless 
hours of hard work and bookkeeping for himself 
and his wife. As well, they provided board and 
room for several crew members when surveying 
and construction of the rural power lines got un- 
derway. 

We, the younger generation, recall the doors 
of our home being locked for the first time in our 
lives after well over $50,000 was collected one 
day from farmers in the surrounding area as a 
deposit on the installation of Calgary Power. The 
Hansens were also Secretary-Treasurer for the 
Union of Rural Electrification Associations for 
Alberta for approximately ten years. 

Hazel passed away on November 24, 1964, 
after a lengthy illness 

In October, 1965 Albert married Helen 
Haarstad, They resided on the farm until the 
spring of 1969, when they retired and moved to 
Vernon, B.C. Albert passed away on July 6, 1970. 
Albert and Hazel are both laid to rest in the Red 
Deer cemetery. 


HANSEN, DONALD AND STEPHANIE 
Donald, son of Albert and Hazel Hansen, was 
born at Eckville in 1932, He attended school at 








Bluebell, the Red Deer Composite High School, 
and S.A.1.T. in Calgary. 

In 1954 he purchased the S 29-38-3-W5 from 
‘Mrs. Leo Zaleski, which had been formerly 
‘owned by Charles and William Schuneman. This 
land was across the road from land owned by his 
parents, S 28-38-3-W5, and with whom he farmed 
in partnership for several years. 

‘During the winter he worked for about 12 
years as a sawyer and millwright for the Atlas 
Lumber Company in sawmills in the Nordegg 
area. Other winter employment included work 
ing on oil rigs, pipelines and operating Cats on 
various construction jobs. 

In 1958 Donald married Stephanie, the fourth 
daughter of Frank and Ann Dobia of the 
Evergreen district. Stephanie attended school at 
Hazel Dell_and after leaving there attended 
S.A.LT. in Calgary. She graduated from there as 
a nurse’s aide. She worked for several years at 
various hospitals throughout Alberta, 

To this union three sons were born: Dale in 
1959, Gordon in 1961 and Gerald in 1965. At the 
present time the boys are busy with their educa- 
tion, and farming with their dad. 

Dale and Gordon each rent a quarter of land 
and are two of the few “fourth generation” in 
this area involved in farming land homesteaded 
by their great-grandparents. 





‘THE HEBRIDEANS — by M. P. Maclean 

My first recollection of hearing anything 
about Canada was in the early winter of 1921 
when I went to a meeting with my father showing 

ictures glorifying Canada put on by the C.P.R. 
hey were trying to get immigrants to go to 
‘anada, where they would get their own farms 
from the Soldier Settlement Board, and reduced 
fares on the boat and train from the C.P.R. 

‘The picture of Canada I must say were very 
impressive. They showed people picking apples 
off the trees, children skating, skiing, picking 
apples and grapes and eating them, which im- 
pressed me very much. Apparently my father 
also, as he did not go back to sea for the rest of 
the winter but prepared to leave for Canada. 

In March of 1922, about 30 men, over half of 
them ‘with families left the Island of Barra. 
Barra is the farthest west island of the Outer 
Hebrides, is 14 miles around with about 12 hun 
dred people there at that time. It is about 80 
miles northwest of the Scottish mainland, 

‘We stopped for a few days in Glasgow where 
we were joined by a number of other settlers 
from other islands from the Outer Hebrides. 

We sailed from Glasgow on the last day of 
‘March on the H.MLS, Metagama and after a very 
rough crossing, and being delayed by icebergs 
we landed in Quebec, April 14 instead of Mon- 
treal, as the ice was not yet out of the St 
Lawrence River. 

We took the train from Quebec City and the 
idea was that families would drop off throughout 
southern Ontario and spend a year learning to 




















farm before proceeding west to get their own 
farms as these men were all sea-faring men and 
had never touched a horse before, let alone put a 
bridle on one. Some dropped off at Dalhousie, 
Toronto, Chatham and Windsor. Our family was 
dropped off at Chatham where my father got a 
job on a mixed farm with a lot of milk cows. 

‘The following spring in April we again 
boarded the train, destination Red Deer, 
wherever that place may be. We could not find 
out from anyone in Ontario but they all knew that 
it was in Indian country and there were no road 
maps at this time. We were Joined in Toronto by 
two families and two single men. The rest of the 
settlers had decided they had come far enough 
and stayed where they were. 

Before I go any further, I must tell you how 
little was known about Red Deer at that time by 
the people of Ontario. The last week before we 
left, there were people in our house every night 
begging my dad not to go there on account of the 
Tndlans. They told us so many stories and begged 
him for the Sake of the family not to go but dad 
was determined. He wanted his own farm and by 
going west was one sure way of getting it. Finally 
the night before we left, the storekeeper in 
Chatham brought Dad his own shot gun and 
shells to protect us from the Indians. Also, they 
talked him into shipping our own stove, as they 
knew we could not get one where we were going. 
Dad was always mad about that for when we got 
to Red Deer we found the same stove. It cost $22 
and it had cost dad $64 to ship if from Ontario. 

When we got to Red Deer we looked for In- 
dians, but sorry to say we did not see any. We 
were greeted by three Scots in kilts and one play- 
ing the bag pipes which brought back a lot of 
memories. The three were Scotty McPherson, 
Andy Stewart of Evarts and Chief MacDonald of 
Condor. 

‘We were loaded into cars and driven four 
miles west to the Indian School where we were 
put into separate homes. The car that I rode in 
was driven by Charlie Chuck of the Club Cafe 
and needless to say as children we were very dis- 
appointed at not seeing any Indians, even 
Charlie Chuck disappointed us in that he wasn't 
wearing pigtails. 

We were to get the buildings ready for oc- 
cupaney for about 200 families who were ex. 
pected to arrive sometime In May from all the 
Islands in the Outer Hebrides. The first five 
families that came to Red Deer were from the 
Island of Barra and were joined a short time 
later by the family of Alex McNeil. Those same 
six were the ones that settled in the Diamond 
Valley district. 

‘The Indian School at that time was quite an 
impressive sight. There were two large brick 
and stone buildings, three stories high, kitchen 
facilities to handle at least five hundred people 
with dormitories to handle the same, seven 
separate family homes, barns, corrals, etc. After 
the new immigrants arrived, each man was 




















driven around to pick out farms that were for 
sale at that time and if they liked them and the 
price was right, the Soldier Settlement Board 
bought for them. Some settled around Ver- 
million, Camrose, Westlock, Condor and many 
other parts of Alberta. As these settlers had no 
farming experience, they were lined up at the 
barns and someone there would demonstrate 
how to bridle a horse, harness him and hook him 
up to a wagon. They would drive him around and 
also learn to hook up a team and four horses. 

A lot more settlers arrived later but I am not 
going to dwell on them as this history is only of 
the six families that settled in the Diamond 
Valley district. 

‘MeNell: Alex McNeil settled on the NE 34-37. 
3W5, known then as the Dick Wright place, now 
partly owned by the oldest son Angus, and John 
Murdock, There were five boys and two girls in 
ther family. Angus living at Sylvan Lake, Mary 
(Mrs, Bessler) in Edmonton, Donald in Van- 
couver, Angus John died July 3, 1969, John living 
at Sylvan Lake, Murdock in Red Deer and Lillian 
(Mrs. Johnson) in Red Deer. Their children went 
to boih Diamond Valley and Happy Hill schools. 
Angus hauled cream to the Eckville Creamery 
for a couple of years, in about 1925-26. 

Galbraith: Rod Galbraith settled on the SW 2 
38-3W5 known then as the Billy Woof farm, now 
owned by Lawrence Murphy. They had three 
boys; James, Angus and Nell, all living at the 
coast and all went to the Evarts School. 

McLean: Rod McLean settled on the NW 36. 
31-3W5 also owned at that time by Billy Woof and 
now owned by Scott Murphy. 

‘MeNell: John McNeil (bachelor) settled on 
the SE 34-37°3W5, later known the Gibson place, 
later as Ingvar Erickson farm and now owned by 
Gary Stewart. 

‘McCormick: Jim_ McCormick (bachelor) 
settled on the SE 4-37-3W5, known then as the 
Belke farm, now owned by John Murdock. 

Neil Maclean’s family history is found 
elsewhere in this book. 

It only took about three years for the 
bachelors to find out that the way of life was not 
for them and both left for the sea and Vancouver 
and finally found thelr way back to the Island of 
Barra, About three years later, Rod Galbraith 
left for Vancouver and Rod McLean left for Ver- 
million and later found his way to the coast. 

‘Alex McNeil and my father stuck it out and 
acquired more land as the years went by. Alex 
died on the farm at the age of 80, March 19, 1949. 
His wife died at 84 in June of 1964, 

In about 1929, a few more settlers came to the 
Diamond Valley area from the outer Hebrides. 
‘James McNeil settled on the NE 9-38-3W5 known 
as the Larry Telning homestead and is now the 
home of Murray Craig. They stayed about seven 
years, then went back to the Island of Barra. Rod 

illis settled on the SE 16-38-3W5 known then as 
the Gosney farm, later as the Charlie Wright 
place, He stayed about six years, then moved to 


























Vancouver where he died in 1976 at the age of 93. 
‘The Wilsons came into the area about 1929 and 
worked for John Watson for a number of years 
before moving to Clandonald, Alberta. 

All of these people loved music and especially 
dancing. Whenever three or four couples got 
together, the dance was on. If only three couples 
were available, then the children were taken into 
the act to make a foursome. Having no music did 
not bother them, for someone would just hum the 
tune. I learned to dance so young that I can't 
even remember when. About 1925 when C.F.C.N, 
started broadcasting their old time music on the 
radio, they would ali go to McPhersons who had 
aradio at this time and dance till midnight every 
Friday night. Then they started having surprise 
house parties every two weeks which lasted for 
years with the whole community getting in on 
them. The Cunningham boys of Eckville supplied 
some of the music, 

‘They were happy people and all spoke the 
Gaelic language and as I remember, very clan: 
nish. If you were from the outer Hebrides, you 
were automatically one of the gang. 


THE JOSEPH HOLLANDER FAMILY—by An- 
nie Hollander Frid 

I dedicate this history to the memory of my 
parents, Joseph and Antonia Hollander, who, 
through hardships and perseverance, helped 
blaze the pathways where highways never ran, 
and left a heritage and legacy that their children 
and grandchildren can justly be proud of. 

My parents were born In Bohemia, 
Czechoslovakia, father in 1878 and mother in 
1889, Father had taken his three years of com- 
pulsory training in the army, and following his 
discharge he travelled extensively through most 
of Europe. He was a great scholar, and was able 
to speak seven languages quite fluently. We, as 
children, were always amazed whenever people 
came to visit us, for he was able to carry on a 
conversation with them in their mother tongue. 

‘Mother and father were married in 1905 and 
about six months later they sailed for New York. 
‘There was a song which the folks of Bohemia 
used to sing. Translated into the English 
language this would read as follows: “North 
‘America is like Paradise—only the voyage there 
is high priced, Beautiful America—beyond the 
sea, beautiful’ America.” Mother always said 
that it was that song that made up their minds 
and lured them to the United States and later to 
Canada. 

During their 18 days at sea (Mother was sea- 
sick the whole time) father met a man who 
claimed to own a farm and he asked father to 
come and work for him. The man was very 
friendly and promptly borrowed what was then a 
large sum of money from my father, giving his 
‘word of honor he would return it whenever father 
wanted it. Needless to say, father never saw the 
money again! 

In 1906 my parents bought a team of horses, a 
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cow and a few household effects and, armed with 
enthusiasm and hope, they went to Bismarck, 
North Dakota, where they filed on a homestead 
and built a 12 by 16 foot sod shack. It had one win- 
Gow, a door, but no floor. This, then, was their 
first home. 

‘Mother was very young and about to have her 
first child, and because she was born of well-to- 
do. parents, life in this new land was very 
bewildering’ to her. The Indians would canoe 
down the river not far from their hut, and at 
night would dance around their fires within their 
sight. The settlers were few and far between; 
and what with the language barrier and being 
afraid of the Indians (although they were always 
friendly) and with very little money, life was 
very hard for them. Sisier Mary was born in this 
hut and to these conditions on January 28, 1907, 
with only a kind stranger to take care of mother 
and child. 

Tremember father telling us of his experience 
during a severe blizzard while they were in 
Bismarck. On this particular day he went to 
town—this was a three-day affair because they 
lived 29 miles from town, It took one day to get 
there, one day to get the supplies and rest the 
horses, and the final day to return home. A bliz- 
zard blew up on the way home and father lost his 
way. The roads were only trails that crossed and 
recrossed each other in various intervals. He 
was unbearably cold and thought that he would 
surely freeze to death. He was about to give up 
when he came upon a ranch house. He had to be 
helped off the sleigh and after a hot meal and a 
rest he was escorted a few miles until he got iis 
bearings. 

‘My parents moved to Canada and to Winnipeg 
in 1907; later they moved to Fernie, B.C. where 
father worked at the Crow's Nest Pass Coal 
‘Mines. Mother was a very good seamstress and 
it didn't take long before she had all the sewing 
that she could handle. She had bought a Singer 
sewing machine while they were still in Win- 
nipeg and it was still in use and in very good con- 
dition when she passed away in 1951. 

While my parents were in Fernie they rented 
a house belonging to Mr. Isidor Rowter. In 1909 
the town of Fernie was threatened by fire—peo- 
ple were evacuated to neighboring towns. Mr. 
Rowter and father refused to leave and let the 
house burn down. With water trom a well beside 
the house they fought off the fire, but it was alos- 
ing battle, and finally, to save themselves, they 
had to go down into the well. They both suffered 
smoke inhalation, and father suffered partial 
blindness for several days; strangely enough the 
house they fought to save did not burn down. 

Alter father recovered, a friend of his, whose 
name was Frank Brzak, persuaded him to come 
with him to the Gaetz district, where Mr. Brzak 
had a homestead, Father, Mother and Mary 
stayed with Mr, Break and father filed on his 
homestead, NE 25-37-4-W5, and commenced 
working on a log house. Brother Joe was born in 











the Brzak home on April 15, 1909 with just a 
neighbor lady in attendance 

The cellar was dug by hand and hand-hewn 
logs were used for the ceiling (later to be used as 
the floor of the house). The house (cellar) was 
now ready for occupancy while the rest of the 
house was being completed or at least made 
livable. 

Father bought three oxen, two cows and a few 
chickens from John Jones of the Happy Hill dis- 
trict and started the business of farming in 
earnest—their roots had taken and were set. 

‘Those were hard times for the ploneers, and 
many were the experiences they endured. One 
can never give the early settlers too much credit 
for braving the hardships and for the tremen- 
dous amount of work involved in this new land 
and establishing a foundation for the future 
generations. My parents were only one of the 
many and it amazes me that they did so well with 
so little to do with. 

Before thelr home was completed father 
received word that a railroad from Red Deer to 
Rocky Mountain House was in the process of be- 
Ing started—men were needed, and father got a 
job. He helped build the bridge that spans the 
North Saskatchewan at Rocky Mountain House. 
‘The wages were low and the working crew slept 
in tents—the winter was very cold, but they were 
thankful to be working. Father would send his 
wages via the rail crew to Mr. Robinson, a 
storekeeper in Evarts. Neighbors who went for 
food and staple would pick up the mail plus 
anything else that the women of the homesteads 
needed. Sometimes this would be only once a 
month, 

While father was away mother kept busy. She 
dug up clay and mixed it with water and fillea 
the cracks between the logs of the house. Wood 
‘was plentiful, but she had to chop down the trees 
and split the wood by hand to supply the wood for 
her cookstove and the heater. She melted snow in 
the winter time for the stock and the household 
use. 

Every evening after the two children were in 
bed, she would cover the windows with blankets 
so the lights wouldn’t show from the outside—she 
was afraid of strangers. She would then take her 
Czechoslovakian and English translation book 
and learn the English language. One night there 
was a knock on the door, but she kept quiet, hop- 
Ing whoever was there would go away. A man’s 
voice sald “Don’t be afraid, Mrs. Hollander, T 
know you are there”. She let the man in. It was 
Mr. Falk, who at that time was postmaster at the 
New Hill post office. He was concerned because 
all the neighbors with whom he had been in con- 
tact said that they had not seen mother for 
several weeks. 

Father continued to work on the homestead, 
but in the winter months he worked in the coal 
mines at Nordegg. During the fall he would work 
harvesting soutn of Calgary. 

‘The oxen were eventually replaced by three 


horses, more land was broken and life became 
easier. The Evergreen post office came into be- 
ing, and a general store was built eight miles 
north of our place, known as Pitcox, and later 
replaced by the Hespero General Store. The 
Gaetz school was two miles north of our place. 
Four more children were born: Helen in 1911; 
Millan, Annie and Josephine following her. All 
the children attended Gaetz school. 

Our social life consisted of the annual school 
picnic, the box social and Christmas concerts 
Dances were held in the schools and also in 
private homes. To pass away the winter nights, 
father would read us stories or tell us Bible 
stories, while the rest of the family would strip 
feathers to make into pillows and feather bed- 
covers. We always enjoyed visiting the John 
Mott! family; they boasted a large gramophone, 
and had many many lovely records. Mrs. Moti 
was a dear, cheerful person and was always very 
kind to mother, and we loved her dearly. 

Father bought another quarter of land, NE 26. 
37-4-Ws, which my brother Millan now owns and 
farms. The old house was remodelled and many 
friends gathered there to dance in the large liv- 
ing room. The house burned down in 1935 and a 
new one was built in the same location. 

‘The children grew up and started their own 
homes. Mary married Ernest Lipka, a local 
man, and they had two children, Helen and 
Albert. Mary passed away in 1943. Joe married 
Mary Murphy and they lived in Port Arthur. Joe 
passed away in 1950. Helen married Maurice 
Cave of the New Hill area, and they had one son, 
Ronald. Maurice died in 1936. Helen later 
married Anton Beranek of Daysland. They had 
three daughters—Shirley, Audrey and Arlene. 
Anton passed away in i974. Helen lives in the 
town of Ponoka. Millan lives on his farm a mile 
north of the old homestead. Millan loves trees 
and his farmsite is proof of this. His many 
beautiful spruce and pines as shelter belts are a 
pleasure to behold. Annie married John Frid of 
the Hespero district; their two children are 
Kenneth and Frances. Josephine married Bill 
Savage of the Raven area. They had four 
children—Robert, Marlene, Brian and Joanne. 
Josephine passed away in i964. 

Father and mother retired to Creston, B.C. 
in 1947, Mother passed away in 1951. Father 
came back to Alberta after her death, making 
his home with Josephine until his passing in 1954. 
Both are buried in the Evergreen cemetery. 





HOLMSEN, KRISTIAN — by Margaret Cun- 
ningham 
Kristian Holmsen, a bachelor uncle “‘Chris 

of the Hans Olsen children, came from Norway 
in 1905. He made his home with his stepbrother, 
Hans Olsen, and family. He did a lot of road work 
and ditching in his day. Consequently, he was 
away working most of the summers, but would 
come home to spend the winters with the Olsen 
family. 




















He was a quiet, hard-working pioneer. He 
passed away In 1949 at the age of 78 years, and is, 
buried In the Diamond Valley Cemetery. 


JOHNSON, JONAS — by Trudie Gefle 

Jonas Johnson was born at Gamlehult, 
‘Sweden on December 14, 1867 to Anna and 
‘Johann Johnson. He took some schooling there, 
but learned English after he immigrated to the 
U.S.A. He had a fondness for learning, and did a 
great amount of reading on his own. 

Unele Jonas did some farming in the U.S.A. 
before he came to Canada with his brother, Vic- 
tor Medin. They shipped some horses’ and 
machinery up by train, Together, he and Victor 
got their buildings up and crops in. Uncle Jonas" 
homestead was the N.W. 20-38-3-W5, and is now 
owned and farmed by Walt Medin. His original 
home is still standing in the same spot in fairly 
good condition. 

After the Victor Medin family left the area for 
afew years, Uncle Jonas looked after their farm. 
His Uncle Nels Johnson helped him with the 
farming until he moved to the U.S.A. In 1920. 
‘Travellers between Red Deer and the west cow 
try usually passed by the homestead and were 
always welcome to stop and rest their horses, 
and there was always enough food prepared for 
anyone extra. Uncle Jonas had a reputation for 
being a good cook, so no doubt many looked 
forward to sharing’a meal with him. He raised 
his own beef and pork, butchering it and doing 
the curing himself. He also made his own bread 
and butter. If the trip was a long one, lodging was 
also available for the night, 

‘There was a well known saddle horse named 
Nisse, that belonged to Uncle Jonas. When 
someone needed a one way ride they would 
borrow Nisse and upon reaching their destina- 
tion, if the reins were tied up securely he would 
return right home on his own for a deserved 
water and feed, While returning home on one oc- 
casion the reins came loose and Nisse started 
grazing along the trail. Nearly everyone knew 
the horse by sight and experienced seeing him on 
homeward journeys. On this occasion thinking 
the animal had got away trom its rider, a farmer 
along the way caught him and put him up until 
‘Jonas, realizing he was long overdue, came look- 
ing for him. 











‘Wood Sawing Outfit: Jonas Johnson, Carl Hansen, ?, Ed Medin, 
Robert Mein and Olaf Medin- Nel Johason fret 






































Uncle Jonas never forgot the time he was 
returning from Red Deer, and had to find a way 
across the Medicine River. The circumstances 
are not clear, but, Jonas being a heavy man, and 
isse, not a large horse, he could not safely swim 
across with his passenger. Jonas tied the horse's 
tail securely around his hands and let him swim 
across with him safely in tow. 

Uncle Jonas suffered very badly from 
arthritis and had to use crutches to get around, 
He took a keen interest in community affairs and 
was Municipal Councillor for many years. In 
1926 he retired from active farming and spent the 
rest of his life with his brother, Olaf, until his 
Passing at the age of 78, a bachelor. 

‘While living with Olaf he liked to cook a boiler 
of coffee for the social evenings at the Bluebell 
School. The crippling arthritis sometimes made 
it impossible for him to attend these functions, 
ut some of the young people would go over for a 
game of cards or checkers, or just a visit. 
Several young lads also would spend the noon 
hours from school with him and he really en- 
joyed having them around as often as they could 
come. 





LIGHTBOWN HISTORY — by Lillian Anderson 

John James Lightbown was born in 
Manchester, England in 1853 and his wife, 
Edwina Mary Greenhalgh, was also born in 
England. Her parents moved to Spain, where she 
lived for the first 10 years, moving back to 
England where she and her husband were later 
married. Their family of three boys and one girl 
‘were born in England where Mr. Lighbown was 
organist in the biggest church in Manchester for 
several years. 

‘They came to Canada in 1901 on the advice of 
thelr doctor, because of the ill health of their son, 
James. They lived for two years in Brandon, 
Manitoba before coming on to Alberta to settle in 
the Diamond Valley district in 1903. Here he 
homesteaded the SE-18-38-3-W5 and later bought 
the SW-5-38-3.W5 from Mr. Leggett, where he 
farmed for several years. He passed away in 
1930. Mrs. Lightbown had passed away several 
years before, at Golden, B.C. 

‘The eldest son, David, homesteaded SW-16-38- 
3:W5. He married Mercelene Morigeau in 1913. 
‘They lived in this area for a few years, then went 
to work on the railway, living in Several places in 
British Columbia, where they are still very ac- 
tive at ages of 90 and 83 years. They had four 
sons and two daughters. 

‘Jim homesteaded NW-4-38-3-W5. He married 
Josephine Morigeau in 1920. After farming for a 
while he also went to work for the railway, living 
in several British Columbia towns before retir- 
ing to Langley, British Columbia. He passed 
away here in August, 1971. They had five 
daughters. 

Molly married Ben Early in 1907. They went 
to Columbus, North Dakota, U.S.A. where they 
farmed. They had one son, David, who still ives 








in that area. Ben passed away in 1954 and Molly 
lives at Crosby, North Dakota. 

Max homesteaded NW-5-39-4-W5, where the 
Condor School now stands. He later traded this 
for SE-5-38-3-W5, where he farmed until 1949, 
when they moved to Matsqui, B.C. They lived 
there for 10 years, moving back to Sylvan Lake 
where he passed away in March, 1971. Max 
married Margaret Viola Wylie in 1916, and they 
had three sons and two daughters. Margaret now 
lives at Abbotsford, B.C. Their family includes 
Ed who married Katherine Biswanger. They live 
at Sylvan Lake and have three sons and four 
daughters. Lillian married Chris Anderson and 
still lives in the Diamond Valley district. They 
have one daughter and one son. Robert (Bud) 
married Janet Brown. They live In Eckville and 
have two daughters and three sons. Darlene 
married Roy Klatt and lives at Devon, Alberta. 
‘They have three sons and two daughters. David 
married Pat Forsell and they live in Eckville. 
‘They have two sons and two daughters. 





Darlene, David and Lilian, 


You can well imagine the hardships of a fami- 
ly coming from a big city to the wilderness of this 
country at that time. They came with team and 
wagon from Red Deer across the country where 
there were no roads. They lived the first winter 
in a tent. The three boys all being musical, 
provided entertainment at many a social gather- 
ing in homes and school houses. Jim was 
secretary of the school for several years. 


‘THE BILL LOGAN FAMILY 

Bill Logan left Nova Scotia in 1925 on a 
harvest excursion and to visit his sisters at 
Michichi, a small town east of Drumheller. Bill 
liked the west so much he didn’t return to his 
native province until 1961 when he and his wife 
took a six week trip to the Maritimes. 

Ruth Hill came on the scene in 1932 as the 
local school teacher. At the Christmas concert 
that year, Bill was asked to be Santa and this 
started a romance which resulted in marriage. 
‘Three sons were born, Deane in March 1936, 
David in October 1938 ‘and Michael in January 
1940. 

‘The Logan family moved to Withrow in 1943 
and to the Gerry Macdonnell farm at Hespero in 
1944. It was in this year that a daughter, Darlene, 
‘was born. In 1946, they bought the Ed Wadson 
farm in the Diamond Valley district, During the 
war time, many schools were closed for lack of 
teachers so the Logan boys attended school at 
Shady Lane, Daisy Nook, Bluebell, and finally 
Diamond Valley. When centralization came in, 
all the children attended the Benalto School, 
finishing thelr high school days at the Composite 
High School in Red Deer. 

Ruth went back to teaching in the fall of 1955, 
her first school being Old Knowledge. She and 
Darlene stayed in the teacherage through the 
week, going home for week-ends. The following 
year, the Old Knowledge pupils were bussed to 
Condor where Ruth taught Grades 1 and 2. Bill 
rented the farm to Deane for six years and 
worked on construction jobs, part of tie time for 
‘Skocdopole Construction Company. During this 
time, the family lived at Hespero. Every 
summer Ruth attended university in order to 
further her education until she graduated in 1963. 
During the Christmas vacation that year, the 
family moved back to the farm in Diamond 
Valley. 

In 1964 Deane bought land at Haynes where he 
met and in 1969 married Myrtle Soderberg. He 
later sold this farm and bought a larger farm 
near Caroline where they now live with their two 
sons and two daughters. 

David married Helen Bozek of Evergreen in 
1961. He bought a “Cat” and went into the 
construction business, working mainly on oil 
roads and leases in the north. They live at Slave 
Lake with thelr two girls. Mick went into the oil 
fields and in 1962 went to Australla for three 
years and later to Spitsbergen for a few months. 
He married Colleen McCune on Armistice Day, 









































































1967 and now resides on the “‘home" farm with 
his wife and two daughters 

Darlene enrolled in the four year psychiatric 
Registered Nurses program at Alberta Hospital, 
Ponoka, After graduation she nursed at the 
following places: Slave Lake, Montreal, Win- 
nipeg, and Fort Churchill, Nanaimo and Vic- 
toria, B.C. where she presently resides. 

‘Mick and Colleen moved to the farm in 1969 
and Ruth retired from teaching that same year. 
In the fall 1975, Bill and Ruth decided to retire 
from the farm and bought a home in Red Deer 
where they are enjoying the lazy life. 





McCANN, WILLIAM AND GERTRUDE — by 
Gertrude McCann 

“Bill'’ McCann was born in Hague, 
Saskatchewan, September 2, 1911. He was the 
youngest son’ of Joseph and Mary McCann, 
natives of Bruce County, Ontario. They 
homesteaded at Dewberry, Alberta, then moved 
to Gleichen where Joe teamed lumber to 
Arrowood. Later he bought a farm one-half 
mile north of Arrowwood, where Bill grew up 
and received his education, He drove a horse van 
daily while attending school. After finishing 
school Bill joined his father in farming. He was a 
great horseman and loved all animals. His 
horses were always in demand for parades and 
floats, June 3 was a school holiday if you par- 
ticipated in sports. This is how he met his future 
wife, Gertrude. He was an avid curler, ball 
player and skater. In his early teens he was the 
team goalie. He attended the United Church. 

Dry years and dust storms made him dis- 
contented, so he and his mother journeyed to the 
Gilby area to take over a farm his grandfather 
Burr had owned. Here he learned ways were 
different — fuel had to be chopped and sawed to 
keep you warm. Roads were poor, and faithful 
“Dobbin” was appreciated. About this time he 
took a bride, Gertrude Roebuck, a school 
teacher. She was the youngest child of Alfred and 
May Roebuck, who emigrated from England to 
New York, and later homesteaded near Cham- 
pion, Alberta, where Gertrude was born on 
March 1, 1912. 

Gertrude was a sickly child in her early 
years. She remembers her dad, during the fu 
epidemic of 1918-1919, nursing neighbors and do- 
Ing their chores, making the rounds on 
horseback through huge drifts and bitter cold. 
She was educated at Auburn School, Kirkcaldy, 
and at Vulean High School. She later trained at 
Calgary Normal School to become a teacher. 
Schools were hard to get, and unless you had 
“pull” you often remained without a job. Board- 
ing houses were few and far between, so most of 
the time Gertrude rode horseback on her former 
school pony, “Pete”. Riding six miles were no 
chore, but on one spring day, April 21, clouds 
came in the sky. She had shepherded her pupils 
home and then decided to try to get home herself. 
By the time she got there she was covered with 
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two inches of frozen sleet. Her arms were frozen 
from the shoulders down. ‘The next day she had 
to go to school — no sick pay those days! 
‘Telephone poles had been snapped off by the gale 
and the weather was freezing cold. ‘They were 
without telephones for six months. 

Concerts, social evenings, ple socials, box 
socials and picnics were ‘the main enter 
tainments and school houses were used for these 
purposes. Neighbors had skating ponds and 
young people gathered on Friday evenings and 
Sunday afternoons to skate. Later they ad- 
Journed to one of the young people's homes for 
supper. Gertrude taught kindergarten in Edmon: 
ton for five years before she came to Eckville, on 
uly 23, 1940 as a bride, 

‘Bill ‘and Gertie had three daughters. They 
were Margaret Mary (Mrs. Harold Burdick) of 
Eckville, who gave them four grandchildren, 
Leslie, Scott, Shelly and Melanie; Betty Ann 
(Mrs, Charles Greenslade) of Calgary, with 
grandson Bradley; Barbara (Mrs. Lyle 
McFadden) of Pincher Creek with grand- 
daughter Dana, 

One of the most trying times of her marriage 
was in the fall of 1942, Gertrude was asked to 
help out at Medicine Valley School for. three 
months because the former teacher had been 
thrown from a horse, Itwas from 40 to 55 degrees 
below zero most of the winter. Her horse played 
out, and Alec Lawton was kind enough to let her 
have a horse for two weeks. 

‘They moved to the Boller farm south of town, 
then right next door to the Razzolini farm, where 
Bill lived until his death on May 19, 1963. 

Gertrude went back teaching in 1953 and 
planned to retire on December 31, 1962, but 1964 
found her back in the Eckville Elementary 
school where she taught until retiring in 1975. 

Gertrude had quite an active musical class 
since 1948, She is a member of Benalto Baptist 
Church. She was organist, planist and Sunday 
School teacher when needed. She is quite active 
in the Eckville Craft Gulld, mainly in the knit- 
ting, crocheting and needlework sections. She Is 
a flower lover and gardener. She moved to 
Eckvile in December, 1968, where she still 





MACLEAN, NEIL AND THE FAMILY — by M. 
P. MACLEAN 

‘The Neil Maclean family came to the Dia- 
mond Valley District early in July of 1923 after 
emigrating from the Island of Barra, which is 
the most western island in the outer Hebrides on 
the west coast of Scotland. 

‘My father was a sea captain and knew 
nothing about farming or handling of horses, but 
being of a very determined mind, he wanted to 
farm, 

We settled on the NE 4-38-3-W5 known then as 
the Gingras farm, now owned by Murray Craig. 
It had 20 acres broke on it and the rest was heavy 
willows and small poplars. 











‘There were five boys and three girls in the 
family and all went to the Diamond Valley 
school. Mrs. Kay (the oldest) McNabb now lives 
in Shaunavon, Saskatchewan. Michael lives in 
Hemet, California and Sylvan Lake. Mary (Mrs. 
Jopling) lives In Penticton, British Columbia, 
John lives in Edmonton. Angus was killed by an 
oil derrick in August of 1954. Rod lives in Port 
‘Moody, British Columbia and Murdock recently 
bought’ a house in Eckville where he intends to 
move from Calgary. Jean (Mrs. Gilbert MeNiel) 
lives in Surrey, British Columbia. 

My father died at Sylvan Lake in February, 
1961. My mother also died at Sylvan Lake in 
May, 1974 at the age of 95. 

ur first three of four years on the farm were 
very hard. The first year we were eaten alive by 
bedbugs and we did not know what was causing 
all the welts on our bodies until some kind 
neighbor told us. Oh, how well I remember how 
those bedbugs liked that foreign blood. After 
that we got some relief as mother had every bed 
post and chair leg sitting in a can of coal oil. 
Although it did help, somehow they had a way of 
dive bombing us from the ceiling on to the bed. 
Finally in desperation, we moved out of the 
house in the summer of 1924, cook stove and all 
and had the house fumigated two weeks apart. 
‘Mom and Dad slept in a granary with some of the 
younger children, three or four slept in the 
wagon box with a binder canvas over it and I 
slept under it. I think it rained the whole two 
weeks and I can see my mother to this day trying 
desperately to cook a meal for us on that stove 
outside in the rain. That was the end of the bed- 
bugs in our house and we never had them again, 

‘The neighbors were very helpful and showed 
Dad how to do a lot of things. Dad started to 
break some land with four horses abreast which 
meant that one horse was always walking on the 
furrows which made it hard for him, and he was 
always crowding the one that was in the furrow. 
One of our neighbors showed Dad how to get 
away from that by using five horses, three 
behind and two in front, which meant, of course, 
four lines to handle instead of two. My father was 
a sea captain, although I had never seen him 
dock a two or three hundred foot long boat 
five horses and four lines were just beyond 
comprehension. When he would get to the end 
and had to turn around, my dad would have two 
horses going east and three going west and he 
would be hollering bloody murder for me to come 
and help but usually by the time I got there 
another pole would be broken out of that sulkey 
plough. My job at that time was to walk on the 
furrow that was being plowed and try to prevent 
it from falling back in its original position but 
with extra work done on that plough, a longer 
landside and extension of the moldboard, we 
did get a few acres broke that fall. 


Driving five horses became easy for me as at 
4 years old, Dad eventually gave up his seat on 











that plough and went to the lowly Job of seeing 
that the furrow did not fall back. 


Being the oldest boy, I was the official rabbit 
catcher which was our main diet the first two or 
three years on the farm. After school I would 
make the rounds and take the rabbits out of the 
snares, and reset them, I also devised ways to 
catch prairie chickens which were plentiful in 
the area at that time. The second year I 
graduated to a 22 rifle single shot, but was only 
allowed five shells each night so I still set snares 
and saved my shells to shoot jacks. Then one day 
‘one of our neighbors came in and told us that it 
wasn’t safe to eat the rabbits as they were 
covered with water blisters that winter. Oh! how 
I loved that man, as I was getting sick and tired 
of snaring rabbits, but my mother had a different 
idea. She said “It doesn’t matter how many 
blisters they have, you catch them.” She would 
cut the blisters off and boil them for so long and 
always told me the first one of us that died from 
eating blistered rabbits, I could quit catching 
them. When any one of us got sick I hoped she 
would blame it on the rabbits, but none of us died 
and I had to continue hunting rabbits. 


Another incident that comes to my mind; my 
dad asked me to go to Eckville with a team and 
‘wagon and two ladies went with me. As Thad not 
been to Eckville before, he told me to go one mile 
north, one mile west, four north to the correction 
line, one east and three north. I followed direc- 
tions on the way to Eckville but on the way back 
when T got to Larry’s corner, I could see what 
looked like a fairly good road ahead and it looked 
to me as though it would shorten the trip by two 
miles. After two and a half miles the road 
petered out but it looked open ahead so I went on. 
Tran into water on top of what was supposed to 
bbe the road. I decided to go on anyway, but did 
not get very far when both horses went down, 
also the wagon to the axles. I couldn't get the 
horses up so I unhitched them from the wagon. 
Finally I got one horse up and with a lot of coax- 
ing got him on dry land. The other horse would 
not come out so i decided to leave him and go 
home for help. First I gathered a lot of sticks and 
put under his chin so he wouldn’t drown, as the 
water by this time was over his back. The women 
had already walked on so I got on the other horse 
and started for home. After about a quarter of a 
mile, I looked back and saw that the other horse 
was standing so I went back. He was afraid to 
move, but finally with a lot of effort, he made it 
to dry land. 


I don't have to tell you what was said to me 
when I got home. With four log chains and a roll 
of barbed wire and another team we went back 
and got the wagon out. 

‘That was my first experience with what peo- 
ple called a “muskeg"’. Ican assure you that liv- 
ing in the Diamond Valley area at that time, it 
wasn't my last 











HUGH McNEML — by Granddaughter — Phyllis. 
Andrew 

‘Quebec was the birthplace of my maternal 
grandparents. Grandfather was born in 1867 and 
grandmother (Martha Kelley) in 1870. The 
MoNell and Kelley families were among the few 
English-speaking settlers in a French communi- 
ty, coming to Canada in the latter part of the 19th 
century. My grandparents were married in 1891 
and for 12 years lived at Points aue Chene, 
Quebec. While in Quebec, a son, Philip, died in 
infancy. 

‘As the land In Quebec was very rocky, the 
family of five-children then moved to Riverside, 
(later named Elbow) Saskatchewan, and filed on 
a homestead. The closest railroad was Davidson, 
‘which was 35 miles away. By 1911 many railroad 
lines were built throughout the province. The 
homesteads were taken and the price of land had 
soared. There were now five boys in the family, 
so grandfather set out to buy more land where It 
‘was not so costly. In January, 1913, he bought a 
quarter section, NW 22-38-3:W5, five miles south 
of Eckville. The land was bought trom Dr. 

s, a doctor practicing in Eckville at that 
time. Grandpa bought adjoining land, as it 
became available, until he had a section. 

‘A nearly finished two-storey house was on the 
land when it was purchased. The house must 
have been a grand one in those days, as it had a 
furnace. It was fascinating to me to be able to 
pull and lower chains in order to control the heat 
from the registers. The basement could be 
entered by two ways: a heavy trap door, in the 
pantry; or by steps on the outside at the bottom 
of which was a door. Large pipes branched off 
from the furnace, which was in the centre of the 
basement, to the many rooms. Close by was a 
large supply of logs which were needed for fuel. 
There was an ice-house on the farm, and 
homemade ice cream was a must for the plenies, 

Grandpa used to enjoy teasing his 
grandchildren by talking to them in French. He 
attended to the farm business, and for a number 
of years was secretary-treasurer of the Bluebell 
School District. Grandma was more inclined to 
stay at home, but she did have her friends. One 
day when grandpa and I were coming trom 
Eckville, by team, we stopped at, Charles 
Schuneman’s (presently Frank Zaleski's) with a 
birthday gift for grandma's friend, Mrs. 
Schuneman, so the women in that day must have 
associated with their nelghbors. She had a very 
friendly disposition and enjoyed corresponding 
with relatives and friends. 

Love of music could be considered a trait of 
the MeNeil family. They sang, what seemed to 
me to be, continuously. Some of the instruments 
they played were violin, accordion, and mouth 
organ. A piano, bought in Quebee, in 1904, for my 
mother, was brought west and is still in her fami- 
ly. Uncle Everett played the drums in Mrs. Bill 
MacDonald's orchestra. What a favorable im 
pression he made on me when he came riding 

















Hugh MeNeil Family, Back row: Margaret (MeDonald), Me. 
McNeil, Wesley, Gilber. Second row: Leonard, Mis. McNel! 
David. Front row; Herbert, Mae and Gilbert. Taken at McNeil 
ome about 1938 


into town on his spirited horse, sporting attrac- 
tive chaps! 

My grandparents celebrated their 50th wed- 
ding anniversary in August, 1941. They continued 
to live on the farm until February, 1943, when 
they bought a house in Eckville. They were in the 
house only a week when grandma passed away. 
Grandpa then made his home with his youngest 
son, Gilbert, who had taken over the home farm. 
Grandpa passed away In June, 1950. Both he and 
grandma are buried in the Eckville cemetery. Of 
their family of nine children three are surviving: 
‘Mrs. Margaret McDonald and Wesley McNeil of 
Eckville and Mrs, Mae Fletcher of Surrey, B.C, 

The eldest son, David, married Ada Reeves of 
Penhold. They farmed near Evarts, retiring to 
Red Deer in 1956, They had three children: 
Lloyd, on the home place; Beatrice (Mrs. 
Willard Philips, R.R. 4, Eckville; and Ethel 
Thornton of Caigary. There are eight 
grandchildren and two’ great-grandchildren. 
David passed away in February, 1977. 

Herbert (deceased in 1967) lived in Great 
Falls, Montana, U.S.A. working in the smelter 
there, before retiring to Seattle, Washington, 
U.S.A. He was predeceased by his first wife, 
Phene, in 1939. His second wife, Henrietta, 
passed away in 1974. 

Leonard (deceased 1967) married Jean 
Fraser of Abbotsford, B.C., in 1930. They farmed 
the NE 21-38-3-W5. In 1935 they moved to British 
Columbia with their three girls — Evelyn, 
Marion and Leona. The girls are now married 
and have families. 

Everett married Muriel Elson (deceased) of 
Eckville. They had three children, Gordon, 
Bertha, and Clarence (deceased). They lived on 
the Calvin Fletcher farm for a few years before 
moving to British Columbia. Everett passed 
away in 1975, His second wife, Hazel, resides in 
Burnaby, British Columbia. 

Gilbert married Jean McLean of the Diamond 
Valley district, in 1941. They had a family of 

























































three — a boy and two girls, Marvin and wife, 
Joanne, live in Stettler, They have a son, Ryan. 
Sharon’ and husband, Richard, live at Surrey, 
B.C. They have four children, The youngest 
daughter, Lois, is working in Calgary. Gilbert 
and Jean retired to British Columbia in 1971. He 
passed away in February, 1972 and is buried in 
the Eckville cemetery. Jean lives at Surrey, B.C. 


McNEIL, WESLEY — by Helen McNeil 

Wesley married Helen Hainsworth, of 
Leslieville, in February, 1929. They lived hear 
Withrow for 12 years where they rented the 
Calvin Fletcher farm. They then moved to the 
NE 29.383-W5 with their three children, where 
they farmed until retiring to Eckville in 1964. 

‘Son, Jim, married Betty Whillier, of the Gilby 
area, ‘and'is employed as a mechanic in 
Wetaskiwin. They have three children: Kathy 
has completed her first year at universit 
Mitchell and Colleen are at home, Isabel and 
husband, Ken Martin, live in Richmond, B.C. 
‘They have two boys — Kevin and Kirby. Avril is 
married to Glenn Rangen. They farm north of 
Eckville and have two boys, Randy and Eldon. 


MEDIN, CARL EDVIN 
sqft? Medin was born in Smolin, Sweden in 
1889. 

After completing his schooling, he left for 
Canada where he had four uncles, Jonas John- 
son, Olaf, Victor and Robert Medin. 

He arrived in Red Deer on May 5, 1907. After 
finding someone who could speak Swedish and 
tell him where to go, he found his way to the 
home of his uncles, and this became his home off 
and on for a few years. 

His first homestead was the NW 36-39-4-W5 
which was in the Wood Lake area. He bullt a 
shack and dug a well there but spent most of his 
time working out. 

In 1913, he moved to SE 23-38-3-W5 in the 
Evarts district, this was to be his home for many 
years. During this time, he bought the NW 23-38- 
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3.W5 and the SW 24-38-3.W5 and started raising 
Hereford cattle, 

He took an active part in the community. He 
did a great deal of carpenter work in the district. 
He worked at building the Evarts curling rink 
and later enjoyed curling in it. 

He had many good friends in the district, two 
very good ones being Simon Lund and Frank 
Cuddihey. 

In 1933, Ed and his Uncle Victor went to the 
Worlds Fair in Chicago, U.S.A. They drove down 
in Victor’s car and enjoyed the trip very much. 

Ed. lived at Evarts until the late 1950's when 
he sold his land and moved on to SE 31-38-3.W5 
which had been his Uncle Olaf’s homestead 
quarter in the Bluebell district. He lived there 
until 1972 when he sold his land and bought a 
house in Sylvan Lake, living there until moving 
to the Eckville Manor House. 

He passed away January 1, 1977, in the 
Eckville Hospital and was laid to rest in Dia- 
mond Valley Cemetery. 





MEDIN, HARRY AND MARY 
Harry Axel, son of Victor and Lydia Medin, 
was born in September, 1909 at the family 
homestead. Except for a few years spent at 
Coronation, and Medford, Oregon, U.S.A., he has 
spent his life in the Diamond Vailey district. 

Living and working with his parents, Harry 
also did custom work, breaking land, grinding 
grain and threshing. He was a member of the 
Knights of Pythias Lodge in Eckville until it dis- 
banded. 

In 1940 Harry purchased the NW 17-38-4-W5 
from Alex Stewart. In 1940 he built a house on 
this quarter and married Mary Brown, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. James Brown of the Gaetz dis- 
trict. We have spent our life since, engaged in 
mixed farming. 

We raised a family of three children — 
Ronald, Faye and Dennis, who took their school- 
ing at Diamond Valley, Benalto, Spruceview and 
Red Deer. They were all members of the Benalto 
4H Beef Club, 

In 1962 Ronald married Elva Lorraine, 
daughter of Alfred and Ruby Anderson of 
Kevisville. They reside in Hanna, Alberta, where 
Ron is manager of the United Farmers of Alber- 
ta farm supply. Their three children are 
Gregory, Kevin and Christine. 

In 1963 Faye was married to James Pollitt, 
son of Mac and Donna Pollitt of Leslieville. They 
purchased a farm in the Gllby district, where 
they now reside. They have a family of three 
children, Dallas, Sandra and Shane. 

In 1971 Dennis married Penny, the daughter 
of Gordon and Joyce Primrose. They have two 
children, Holly and Jacqueline, and reside in 
Rocky Mountain House. 





MEDIN, OLAF — by Trudy Gefle 
Olaf’ Johnson was born around 1872 at 
Gamlehult, Sweden, to Anna and Johann John- 











son, He took some schooling in Sweden before he 
immigrated to the U.S.A. where he had to learn 
English, There was a lot of confusion with mail, 
due to the many Johnson families here. To get 
away from this he changed his name to Medin, 
which is similar to a place in Sweden near the 
family home. He worked in a factory in Chicago, 
and played baseball for a Chicago ball team as a 
pitcher. Later Olaf moved to Eckville and 
homesteaded S.E. 32-38-3-W5. He also bought and 
farmed S.E. 19-38-3-W5 which he later sold to his 
nephew Harry Medin. 

‘Olaf raised several teams of horses for his 
own use and Yor sale, Some were sold as dray 
teams as far away as Red Deer, Alberta. He also 
worked for some time in the brickyard in Red 
Deer. He did a lot of carpentry work and helped 
many homesteaders get their homes and barns 
up, as well as the old Blue Bell School. 

‘Olaf moved to Coronation, Alberta in 1912, 
where he obtained land and farmed for a couple 
of years, During his absence his house was used 
to accommodate the teacher at the Blue Bell 
School which was just across the road. 

Although Olaf riever married he took a deep 
interest in the young people and community af- 
fairs. On very cold mornings it was common to 
find him stoking the school fires. He also became 
the local barber, a trade he picked up and at 
which he was very good. Of course he always en- 
joyed having someone stop by for a good game of 
cribbage. It was also common to find many 
different saddle horses stabled in the barn while 
their riders were attending school and quite 
often supplied a boiler of coffee for them. 

‘Around 1946 Olaf retired from farming and 
sold his land to his nephew Edwin Medin, now 
owned by Bernard Lahti. He remained living on 
the farm in his original home, travelling to 
Minnesota for part of the winters and staying 
with his nephew and wife, Bill and Esther Berg: 
quist. 

Olaf Medin passed away quietly at 
on August 8, 1957. 











is home 


MEDIN, ROBERT 

Robert Johnson was born at Gamlehult, 
Sweden around 1878, to Anne and Johann John: 
son. He immigrated to the U.S.A. as a young 
man, settling first around Minnesota and Illinois 
where his brothers and two sisters were living. 
This area was populated by several Johnson 
families and it was difficult to keep the mail 
from going to the wrong family, so like his 
brothers he took the name Medin, which is 
similar to a place near the family home in 
Sweden. 

He purchased land near Rugby, North Dakota 
and farmed it for several years before coming to 
Canada. Here he purchased his homestead, SE 
34-38-3-W5, now owned by Willard Phillips. 
Robert first went into mixed farming, later mill 
ing cows and taking the cream to the creamery 
in Eckville. 
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About 1915 he married Olivia Lund. They had 
one child, a son, who died in infancy. Shortly 
after this Olivia went to Rockford, Illinols for a 
visit, When she returned she brought Stanley, 
who was just a young boy, home with her. Olivia 
and Robert adopted him, Shortly after this Olivia 
passed away leaving Robert and young Stanley 
alone. 

Robert's sister, Annie Nelson, was a widow 
herself at this time, so she came from her home 
in the U.S.A. and stayed for a number of years, 
keeping house for Robert and Stanley. In 1928 
sister Annie returned to her home in the U.S.A. 

Robert travelled to Sweden in 1928 to visit his, 
family. He was accompanied by his niece, Hilda 
Johnson when he returned to Canada and she 
stayed with him to look after the housekeeping 
until she married and moved away. 

Robert continued farming until his passing in 
1948 at the age of 69 years. He is survived by 
Stanley of Rocky Mountain House, and several 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 


VICTOR MEDIN FAMILY — by Lillie Gefle 

‘Victor Medin, my father, was born in Sweden 
in 1874. There he grew up and got his education 
ona small farm in the Southern part of the coun- 
try. In 1893 at the age of 19 years he immigrated 
to the United States. There he worked at various 
Jobs in several different states, from training 
horses in Indiana, doing farm work in Illinois 
and Minnesota, to farming for himself in North 
Dakota. 

In 1903 Father moved to Alberta, then still in 
the Northwest Territories, to the Evarts area. He 
shipped his horses and some equipment by train 
to Red Deer and drove the horses west to Evarts. 
‘There he acquired a homestead, SW 20-38-3 WS. 





Medin Brothers and Sisters, Back row: Victor, Robert, Anna 
[Nelson, Ola = Siting: Jonas Johnson, Emily Bergquist = 1938, 








Lydia Anderson (my mother) was born in 
‘Sweden in 1881, also on a small farm; here it 
‘would be called'an acreage. She was educated in 
Sweden and after finishing school she was 
employed in a nearby town until about 1901, 
when she moved to the United States. There she 
joined her brother, Oscar Anderson, on a farm in 
North Dakota. She worked at house work and 
learned to speak English. In 1903 Mother and her 
brother came to Alberta. Mother obtained work 
in Red Deer at the Alexandra Hotel. Later she 
worked for a farm family near Evarts, Her 
brother, Oscar, took a homestead west of Evarts. 
In the winter’ of 1905 Victor and Lydia were 
married, I believe, in North Dakota. 

‘Mom and Dad settled on the homestead and 
began the job of building a home for themselves 
and their future family. Times were tough for the 
pioneers — money was almost non-existent. Dad 
hauled lumber to Red Deer from the sawmills 
further west and worked at them some of the 
time. When he took a load of lumber to Red Deer, 
he would usually bring back supplies for the 
camps and also to the store at Evarts, as that 
was their town and post office. This was a means 
of a bit of income, which was always hard to ob- 
tain, 





(Olaf Metin and Jonas Johnson, 


All but one or two of dad’s horses died of 
swamp fever, as did a number of horses brought 
into the country from south of the United States 
border, My dad’s brother, Jonas Johnson, came 
from North Dakota at’ the same time and 
homesteaded the adjoining quarter section NE 
20-38-3 W5. He also lost some horses. However, 
quite a few wild horses were brought into the dis. 
trict. By helping to break and train them dad 
acquired some horses for himself. By this time 
dad and Uncle Jonas had some cattle. One year 
they lost most of the calves with’ blackleg, 
something they had not heard of before. All land 
had to be cleared the hard way, with an axe and a 
grubhoe, and horses for power. 

‘Mother always had a good garden, so we had 
plenty of vegetables. Wild berries were plentiful 
— raspberries, blueberries and wild 
strawwerrles. There were also cranberries. 
‘These did not have to be sealed, but could be kept 
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in an earthenware crock with a good lid. Al the 
pioneer women canned or dried all berries and 
vegetables that could not be kept in the cellar. 
Beef and pork were home grown and home 
cured. Fish could be caught in the lakes and 
rivers, and these provided fresh meat for a 
change. In later years mom raised a lot of 
turkeys and chickens. With cows for milk and 
butter there was always something to eat, even 
for any hungry traveller who might come along. 
Bread was all homemade; no ready sliced 
bakery bread was ever seen. Ploneer life meant 
a lot of work for the women. There were no 
washing machines and no dishwashers (unless 
the children did them! ) The main equipment was 
the wash tub and scrub board and the old dish 
pan. Light at night was provided by coal oil 
lamps, not too bright, but better than candles. In 
1918 the Aladdin mantle lamps came along. They 
were a wonderful improvement. 

‘The Medin children came along in due time. 
First I (Lillie) was born at home at Evarts in 
1005, I married Martin Gefle of Alhambra in 
1928. We have four children, Carl, Marian, Ber- 
nice and Allen. 

Harry, was also born at home at Evarts, in 
1909. He married Mary Brown in 1940, Their 
children are Ronald, Fay, and Dennis. 

Walter was born at Coronation in 1916, He is 
still single, and farms the home place. 

May was born in Medford, Oregon, U.S.A. in 
1920, She married Claude Caton in 1948. ‘They 
inave one son, Stuart. 








‘Mr. and Mrs. V. Medin - Golden Wedding, May, Wal, Harry and 
Lite 


We all live 
homestead. 

As schools were built they became the centres 
for social life as well as education. Bluebell, built 
about 1905, is where Harry, Walter and May 
received a good deal of the three R's. After being 
closed when centralization came into effect, 
Bluebell was sold and remodelled. It is now the 
home of Ezra Isaacson, 


thin six miles of dad’s 














‘Mom and dad spoke only Swedish when they 
came to the United States, so employment was a 
bit difficult to find. However, they soon learned 
to speak English. Canada appeared to hold a 
promising future, and it was to become their 
home. They had no desire to return to Sweden. 

Recreation and entertainment were all 
provided by the people who took part. These 
were all local people, both young and old, 
Dances, box socials and even shadow socials 
were popular. The music was mainly accordian, 
violin and harmonica, and everybody would 
sing. Building bees and quilting parties also had 
their place. Refreshments were usually coffee, 
sandwiches and cake or cookies. Believe it or 
not, everyone could have a good time without 
booze! 

In 1909 dad went east to look for land that was 
easier to clear and break. He located a quarter 
section, about five miles southwest of 
Haneyville, a small store and post office some 20 
miles east of Castor. In 1910 Medins moved out to 
the new place that was all prairie with no trees, 
but lots of stones. They drove out with horses and 
wagons, taking lumber for a shack and a few 
necessary bits of equipment. Benches, tables 
and bunk beds were all home-made, and prairie 
hay was used to sleep on. Later the railroad 
came through and Coronation became our town. 
With another quarter purchased, the farm grew 
toa half section, raising wheat, oats, and some 
flax. Dad also raised cattle, and horses for work 
and pleasure. He had a team of good driving 
horses at all times. A very special pair were 
Prince and Frank — both black. 

In 1914 Lucerne school opened. There my 
brother Harry and I attended school until the fail 
of 1919. By 1915 our house was enlarged and the 
teacher boarded with us. Her name was May 
Hood. She came from Edmonton, We drove a 
horse and buggy to school. The country school 
‘was the place for all gatherings, such as church, 
concerts, dances and socials, 

In the fall of 1919 we moved to Medford, 
Oregon, a beautiful valley in the southern part of 
the stale, where much fruit was grown, Those 
were pleasant years. One joyous event that took 
Place in Medford was the arrival of sister May in 
April, 1920. Dad worked in an orchard, as did 
Harry and'T during our school vacations in the 
summer, the vacation there being three months 
in length. 

In 1923 we returned to Coronation for two 
years. In 1924 the crops were very poor, very 
weedy, hard to bind. In the fall of 1924 we 
returned to our original homestead. Then the 
ost office was Hespero, located in the general 
store. It also had the telephone exchange. When 
the Hespero store burned the postal service was 
moved to Eckville. Now Hespero is only a ghost 
town, 

In 1924 mom and dad bought a radio — that 
was really something! The only stations we 
could get were CFCN Calgary and CICA Edmon- 
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ton in Alberta, but we could get several stations 
in the United States. In 1925 dad bought his first 
car, a Chevrolet coach. That made it easier to go 
west of Rocky Mountain House to pick 
blueberries, 

‘Mom and dad are gone now, and we still miss 
them very much. Dad passed away in 1958 and 
mom in 1968, They are both buried in the Dia- 
mond Valley cemetery. 

So this brings to an end my little contribution. 
God bless the pioneers — they were a brave and 
wonderful people. 


MURPHY, HUGH — by Barbara Neilsen 

Mr. Murphy was born In Kent County, On- 
tario; in 1870 and went to Vancouver in 1910, 
where he met Margaret Gavin, who was born in 
Aberdeen Shire, Scotland in 1885. They married 
in 1915, and left for Regina, Saskatchewan. Later 
they moved to a farm at Hespero, now owned by 
Jim Gowans. 

Mr. and Mrs. Murphy moved into the Evarts 

district in the spring of 1919. Moving in those 

lays was quite different trom modern methods 
here was little packing done. Everything was 
loaded into the hayrack helter skelter and sorted 
ut at the new home. The cattle and extra horses 
were herded along behind the wagon, usually 
tended by the older children. In those days the 
“correction line” was a very rough road with lots 
of corduroy, so all the household goods got well 
shaken up en route. 

Five of the 10 children were born in the 
Evarts district. They were Merritt, Jerry, 
James, Mae and Keith. It was while there that 
Mr. Murphy took over the auctioneering 
business of George Welsh, who was leaving the 
district. [believe Mr. Murphy's first sale was on 
the farm of Mr. and Mrs. Black as they were 
Teaving to live in Calgary. This was the begin- 
ning of a very successful auctioneering career 
that lasted over 20 years in the area from Rocky 
Mountain House to Red Deer. 

‘The year 1924 was a tragic year for the famt- 
ly, as two children, Merritt ‘and Mae passed 
away in the same week in October. That same 
year saw record lows of temperatures; on 
December 17 the temperature fell to 68 degrees 
F, below at Evarts. The temperature did not 
raise above 45 degrees below F. for three weeks. 
‘The school was closed because of cold weather 
and snow. 

‘Mr, and Mrs. Murphy and their family moved 
to the Shady Lane district in 1925, buying the SW 
15.39-4.W5 from Mr. George Lee. 

While living here, two ladies came to the 
school to hold church Services. They came to our 
home and invited us; dad promised to go, but I 
don’t think he intended to go but each night he 
went. On hearing the gospel, he was converted. 
‘This mean’t giving up the old lite with the drink: 
ing, smoking and other things that didn’t go with 
Christian living. This meant a much happier dad 
and a much happier home life. 


























‘Hugh Murphy Family. Siting L. to R: Scot, Barbara, Mr. and 
Mrs. Murphy, Hise, Standing L,to R: Jim, Robert, Keith, Jery and 
Tack Gavin, 


‘The older children took most of thelr school- 
ing at the Shady Lane school. Scott and I did the 
Janitor work for awhile. Elsie and Robert were 
born here. 

In 1930 Mr. Murphy sold out and bought a 
farm in the Diamond Valley district. Using his 
carpentry skills which he acquired when he was 
employed at Vancouver as a carpenter, he built a 
house and a barn, In 1944 the farm was sold. Mr. 
Murphy always had the desire to go back to On- 
tarlo to visit his relatives. While there he bought 
a farm at Thamesville and tried his hand at a 
different kind of farming, that of growing corn 
and beans. Mrs. Murphy and three youngest of 
the family joined him there. After two years of 
farming in Ontarlo they moved back ‘to Van- 
couver, where they had a happy retirement. Mr. 
Murphy passed away in 1959 at the age of 89 
years. Mrs. Murphy still lives in Vancouver. She 
is 92 years old, 

Jack went to the west coast, where he worked 
in the fishing business, later working in the 
Powell River pulp and paper mill. He married 
Alice Johnson, they have four children; Peter, 
Rosemary, Fraser and Patricia. They still live in 
Powell River, British Columbia. 

Scott married Christina Munro, and to this 
marriage four sons were born; Lawrence and 
Allen, two sons passed away in infancy and are 
laid to rest in the Diamond Valley Cemetery. 
‘They farm in the Diamond Valley district. 

Barbara married Myron Nielsen. They had 
seven children; Virginia, Wayne, Mervyn and 
Raymond, twins and a baby girl passed away in 
infancy and were laid to rest in the Benalto 
Cemetery. They live at Benalto. 

Jerry joined the armed forces in World War 
II, leaving in 1941 and coming back in 1946. He 
married Helen Hiller and to this marriage were 
born four children; Judy, Conrad, Jim and 
Loree. They live in Edmonton. 

James also served in the armed forces in 
World War II. In 1941, while still in England, he 





met and married Joan Wonham and they have 
five children; Bonnie, Terry, Patricia, Fraser 
and David. They live in Surrey, B.C. 

Keith and his wife Dorothy have four 
children; Jo-Ann, John, Scott and Cathy. Keith 
passed away in July of 1976. Dorothy passed 
away in September, 1977. They lived in Burnaby, 

C. 

Elsie married Albert Harris and to this 
marriage was born three boys; Murray, Ronald 
and Danny. Albert passed away in 1961 and about 
two years ago Elsie married Peter Johanson, 
They live in Vancouver, B.C. 

Robert and his wife Helen have four children; 
Robert, Mike, Dale and Susan. They live in 
Surrey, B.C. 








SCOTT B. MURPHY FAMILY (SW 33-373-W5) 

In the spring of 1940 Scott Murphy left his 
homestead in the Bingley district to farm the SW 
33-37-3 W5 in the Diamond Valley district. As 
only 70 acres of the quarter were under cultiva 
tion, clearing and breaking of the heavy bush 
was undertaken. 

‘There were no buildings, so in the winter of 
1941 spruce logs were cut from his father’s 
quarter and hauled to Tony Cesonis’s sawmill to 
be made into lumber for a house. 

At the Diamond Valley church on April 8, 
1942, Scott Murphy was united in marriage to 
Christina Munro of the Evarts district. Christina 
was teacher of the Diamond Valley school. 

‘Throughout his years in the valley Scott has 
been interested in mixed farming. Their two 
sons, Laurence and Allen, have the same in- 
terests as their father, for they both farm. 








‘The Scott B. Murphy Family - 1969, 































































NAGEL, HENRY AND EMMA 

Henry and Emma Nagel bought Bill and Ger- 
tie McCann's farm in 1959. ‘They have two 
children Don and Louise. Louise married Jack 
Corless from Sundre. They have three children, 
Ricky, Adrian and Marianne. They are now liv: 
ing at Fort McMurray, Alberta, where Jack is 
principal and Louise teaches Grade 4. 

Don married Mavis Bowhay from Bingley 
‘They have three girls Cathy, Lorrie and Karen. 
‘They are living at Rocky Mountain House where 
Don works for Texaco. 





THE GUS NELSON FAMILY — by Mrs. Fred 
Nelson 

Gustof Nelson was born in Sweden on 
February 25, 1871. Along with his brother Axel, 
he came to Canada in 1892. In 1899 he arrived in 
the Red Deer area and took up a homestead in 
the Burnt Lake district. Here he met and 
married Margaret Bergstrom in about 1902 or 
1903, who had come with her family from Sweden 
in 1902. 

‘The Nelsons lived in the Burnt Lake district 
only until they had proved on their homestead, 
then moved to Golden, British Columbia. The 
next few years saw the family making many 
moves — from Golden back to the Burnt Lake 
homestead, to Oregon, U.S.A., back to Burnt 
Lake, and finally selling the homestead and 
moving to the John Bergstrom farm in Evarts, 
three miles from the Diamond Valley School. 
During the time they lived here Mr. Nelson built 
‘a house on the farm he had purchased in the 
Gaetz district. They moved to their new home in 
Gaetz in 1915. 

‘The family lived on this farm for a few years 
then Mr. Nelson sold it to the Woodfords and 
bought another farm in the north-west corner of 
the Diamond Valley district, where Mr. Nelson 
built another home for his family in 1919, Tt was a 
mile and a half from the school, where the 
children received thelr education. 

In 1926 still another move took them to 
Courtney, British Columbia, on Vancouver 
Island, where Gus worked for a construction 














Mr. and Mes, Gus Nelson. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Gus Neeon 


company, until 1932, and then it was back to the 
Diamond Valley farm for them. While they were 
living in Courtney, their home in Diamond 
Valley had burned. It was necessary for Mr. 
Nelson to build another home on the farm, which 
is still standing. 

Mr. Nelson in the early years in Diamond 
Valley area was a road foreman, and also did a 
lot of building within the district. He had a 
blacksmith shop, and also employed his skill at 
building caskets during the influenza epidemic of 
1918, 

‘Mrs, Nelson passed away in 1940. Then their 
son George took over the farm for a few years. 
‘Mr. Nelson went to live with his eldest daughter, 
Anna, in Royalties, near Turner Valley for seven 
years before passing away. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Nelson are buried in the Diamond Valley ceme- 
tery. 

‘There were nine children born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Nelson. The children now reside in Alberta 


and British Columbia. 


1L.to R: George, Gus, Fred, Mrs, Neon and Dagny. 








Anna married Ed Marple and they reside In 
Creston, British Columbia. Their three children 
are Harold, Audrey and Doreen. 

Gregor married the late Bessie Bromling of 
Eckville. They had five children — Margarita, 
Nona, Jack, Doroas and David. 

Gerda married the late Fred Hodgkins and 
now resides in Black Diamond. 

Ida married George Taylor of Cochrane, 
where they now reside. Their children are Joyce 
and Lyle. 

Signie married the late Dr. Greenaway. She is, 
now living In Olds. Her daughter is Sadie. 

eorge married Mary Talson of Eckville, 
They have seven children — Sonja, Steve, Stuart, 
Sharon, Susan, Shelley and Sandy. They live in 
Campbell River, British Columbia. 

Dagney married the late Matt Talson of 
Eckville and they had one daughter, Lynda. 
Dagney now lives at Harrison Hot Springs. 

Gus and Frances Busslinger of Eckville were 
married and had three children, Gale, Joan and 
Randy. They now reside in Brooks, Alberta. 

Fred married Elsie Sutherland of Rocky 











(Gus Neon with pt coyote 








‘Mountain House. They have two children, Wanda 
and Wayne, and now live at Bowden, 

Gus and Fred both served overseas during 
World War II. Fred joined the army in 1941 at the 
age of 18. During his four years in the army he 
served In England, North Africa, Sicily, Italy, 
France and Germany. He was with the Calgary 
‘Tank Regiment. Gus also was with the Calgary 
‘Tank Regiment. He was captured at Dieppe by 
the Germans but escaped from the prison camp 
in Germany. Upon his return to Britain he was 
awarded the Military Medal. 


NELSSON, NELS JOHN — written by his 
daughter, Esther Motus 

Born: In Varmland, Sweden, February 9, 1876 
to Mr. and Mrs. Nels Nelsson, twins — Britta 
Marla and Nels John, 

‘The twins lived in their farm home and grew 
to maturity there. Then they both got the urge to 
go to “Amerika”, the name commonly used to 
designate any country on the North American 
continent. Nels John went to U.S.A. in 1903, Brit- 











moved to Canada a few years later. 

Nels John, my father, worked at his chosen 
trade, carpentry, and became very proficient, 
‘There was always plenty of work for a good 
carpenter in a growing country, and he helped 
build many houses and commercial buildings, 
mostly in Two Harbors, and Duluth, Minnesota. 

Father didn’t stay too long In the U.S.A. He 
was nostalgic for his old home, so he returned to 
‘Sweden, intending to remain there. However, the 
call of the west was in his blood, and again he 
crossed the Atlantic, this time coming to 
Canada. Again he took up carpentry and helped 
build dozens of houses in the Crow’s Nest Pass 
area, and in Edmonton. There was no bridge 
across the Saskatchewan River there and he 
used to cross the river by boat. 

Like hundreds of young men of the day, father 
got the urge to own some land of his own. As he 
didn’t have much money, he couldn't buy proper- 
ty, so he decided to file on a homestead in Central 
Alberta. Most homesteads near Red Deer were 
already taken, so he proceeded to go about fort 
miles to the west. He chose a quarter, SE 13-37- 
W5, in the New Hill area in 1907, 

A settler could get a homestead for a small 
fee, but a requirement was that he make certain 
improvements within a specified time. There 
were so many necessities to buy and so much 
Work to do to establish a home and a farm out of 
wilderness area! He spent his summers working 
on his homestead, then when fall came, he went 
back to building ‘houses to earn more money, 
which he then applied to his homestead the 
following summer. 

Father built himself a two-roomed house and 
a barn for his horses on his land. Then he dug a 
well by hand, lined it with wooden eribbing, and 
put a windlass with a rope and bucket over the 
well to facilitate lifting water to the surface. The 

















bush land had to be cleared. This was done with 
axe and grub hoe, and horse power was used to 
pull out stumps. It was a back-breaking task, 
but, like most pioneers, he was not afraid of hard 
work. Bit by bit, he wrested good farming land 
out of the virgin bush. His first crop, oats, was 
seeded by hand broadcasting. When the grain 
matured, he cut it with a scythe. 

‘On the quarter directly south of Father's land 
lived a Swedish family, Emil and Linda 
Ostergren, and thelr two children, Ernest and 
Ellen, They had come to New Hill a year earlier, 
im 1906, and were fairly well established. Father 
spent many a pleasant evening in their company 
playing cards or enjoying the music they 
provided for themselves with violin and guitar, 
Father had a very good singing voice and could 
play the violin quite well. It was nice for him to 
get a good home-cooked meal once in a while, 
and good fresh milk and eggs from them to eke 
out his modest diet. 

In 1910 tragedy Struck the Ostergren family. 
Emill died of pneumonia, leaving his young fami- 
ly alone in a still strange land. Father helped 
them with heavier work but it was difficult for 
them to manage alone in spite of neighbor's help. 
However, romance came along, and father 
married the widow Ostergren in 1911, Since the 
Ostergren home was all set up for family living, 
much better than his bachelor “shack”, Father 
moved into the Ostergren home with his newly 
acquired family. Henceforth, he no longer 
worked out in winter. The Nelssons decided, for 
betier or worse, to make their living solely off 
the land. In 1912 along T came — another mouth 
to feed! 

Mother had one of the best gardens in the 
country, and raised enough vegetables to last all 
winter, Wild berries were abundant, and these 
were picked and canned. For meat, father would 
butcher a beef or a pig in winter when we could 
keep it frozen. In summer, meat was a problem, 
because we couldn't keep it from spoiling, so we 
depended mostly on eggs, and the occasional 
wild grouse. For a special treat we would have 
domestic chicken. 

Mother was a good seamstress, and she 
sewed all the clothes for her family, even coats. 
Well washed flour sacks were used extensively 
{for clothes, towels, sheets and pillow cases. She 
knit socks, mitts, and sweaters for all of us. She 
also made her own lye soap! 

Cows were the backbone of the settlers’ 
‘economy, providing meat, milk and butter for a 
growing family. Mother used to make butter 
which they exchanged at the store for 
necessities, They also kept chickens, geese, and 
hogs. 

‘We kept our milk and cream in large syrup 
pails which we hung into the well, our only 
“cooler.” It was a hazard, getting water from 
the well with a bucket. Those milk and cream 
pails dangling near the water were always in the 
way! 








The roads in those days were really 
something! ‘The settlers cut trails through the 
bush, following paths of least resistance, around 
sloughs and along hill tops. In wet terrain, cor- 
duroys were made by cutting poplar poles and 
laying them crosswise over the swampy spots. 
‘These corduroys made travel rough, when your 
only vehicle was a lumber wagon with no 
springs. Drainage was poor, and these makeshift 
roads were often almost impossible to travel 
over. Father told of shopping trips to Marker- 
ville or Evarts. He tied the wagon box securely 
down on the wagon so it wouldn't float away 
when he had to cross bridge-less streams. As he 
urged the horses into deep water he put his flour 
and his sugar on the wagon seat beside him so 
they would not get wet. 

‘Taxes were inevitable even in pioneer days. 
‘Money was scarce, so settlers were given the op- 
portunity of “working off” a part of the taxes by 
doing road work. Neighbors would work 
together, laying corduroys and covering them 
with dirt hauled there with horses and slips. It 
was slow and tedious. 

In 1912 the New Hill school was built. Mr. 
Elwell was the first teacher. Finding a boarding 
place for the teacher was a problem, but 
Father's homestead house was empty, so that 
was rented out as a teacherage. There were 
many teachers who lived in that teacherage. One 
of them was Miss Eva Macintyre who later 
married the New Hill postmaster, Bill Stringer. 

‘The day father bought a new democrat was a 
day of rejoicing. How I admired the shiny leather 
seats! It was such an improvement over the 
heavy lumber wagon, and it had springs to ab- 
sorb many hard bumps as we drove over our 
primitive roads. 

Mother and Father liked cattle, and they 
gradually acquired a fine herd of Aberdeen 
‘Angus. There was no fenced land for pasture so 
the cattle roamed on open range. We lost many a 
young calf to marauding wild animals and 
Some larger cattle got bogged down in muskeg 
lakes, where they drowned, 

In'1919 my parents bought the Charlie Miller 
place NW 20-37-3-W5 in the Diamond Valley dis. 
inlet. This was a good quarter, almost complete- 
ly cleared of bush. In 1927 my parents and T 
moved to our new location, leaving my 27-year- 
old brother Ernest to farm the old place. Father 
bullt a fine new frame house and the required 
outbuildings and Mother and I painted them, 
Father's twin sister and her husband, Mr. and 
‘Mrs, Fred Erickson, were now our neighbors, 
living only one and one half miles north of us. 

‘My parents were both interested in having a 
new community hall in our area, so a meeting of 
neighbors was called, at our house, and plans 
were made for building Central Community 
Hall. This hall was located on the Erickson farm 
and was bullt by volunteer labor. 

Father was a member of the U.F.A. local. 1 
went away to continue my education in 1928. 



























































Meanwhile my parents carried on with their 
(farming, and Thelped them during holidays only. 

In 1937 I married Waldemar (Wally) Mottus, 
a welding shop operator in Eckville. Because of 
my parents’ failing health, It seemed expedient 
that we take over the farm work. Mother and 
Father bought a house in Sylvan Lake and 
retired there. Their retirement together was 
destined to be short. Mother died in 1938 and was 
buried in the Diamond Valley cemetery. Father 
moved back to the farm with us. While we lived 
on the farm Wally and I had two children, Lucille 
and Leonard, who brought much pleasure to 
thelr grandfather. 

Tn 1944 we all moved to Rocky Mountain 
House where Wally opened a machine and 
welding shop. The farm was rented out. Father’s 
health continued to fall, and in 1945 he died, and 
was laid to rest beside Mother in the Diamond 
Valley cemetery. 


THE HANS OLSEN FAMILY — by Margaret 
Cunningham 

Hans was 17 years old when he came to Alber- 
ta from Norway with his father and mother, 
Daniel and Karen Olsen, in 1903. They settled on 
a homestead, N.E. 20-28-2.W5. This area was 
later called the Bluebell School district. Evarts 
was their nearest post office and store. Daniel 
met with an accident and died in 1905, He was the 
first person to be buried in the Diamond Valley 
Cemetery. Karen Olsen passed away in 1909. 

After his parents’ death Hans took over the 
tarm, but left shortly afterward to run a butcher 
shop in Bawlf. His stepbrother, Kristian Holm- 
son, and a cousin, Chris Boller, were left to look 
after the farm in his absence. He came back to 
the farm in 1911 and married Thilda Halgrimsen, 

Thilda had come with her mother and step” 
father, Mr. and Mrs. H. K. Botten, to Evarts 
from South Dakota, U.S.A. in 1902 when she was 
ten years of age. She had started school in South 
Dakota, and continued her education at the 
Bluebell school as soon as it was built, After 
finishing school she worked at Evarts until she 
got married, 

Hans and Thilda also had a quarter of land at 
Coronation, but they didn’t live out there very 
long before they sold it and came back to settle 
on the home place to make their permanent 
home. They did a lot of cutting brush and clear- 
Ing land. Hans and his cousin Chris bought the 
quarter to the south of the home place, S.E. 20-38. 
3:W5, called the Benson place, and farmed it 
together for a few years. Then’ our dad bought 
Chris out as he had got a quarter of land of his 
own 





Their familly consisted of four boys, Harry, 
Walter, Donald and a baby boy who died at birth, 
and two daughters, Margaret and Mildred. We 
all attended the Bluebell School; at one time four 
of us rode on one horse to get to school. With a 
load like that you would think the poor horse 
would be bogged down, but, no, it didn’t stop her 








from wanting to race when the other kids on 
horseback were with us. Harry was up front and 
Twas on the tail end, with Walter and Donald 
being in the middle. When she got a break-away 
Harry couldn’t hold her so we had some fast and 
furious rides until our dad put another bit in her 
bridle. However, we never fell off the horse. 

T can remember that when we were kids we 
used to help pile brush and pick roots in the 
summertime, along with our parents, so we 
know a little of the pioneer days and of the work 
it involved. The boys used to help with the stook- 
{ing but the most tedious job of all was haying. It 
seemed to take all summer because it was slow 
and tiresome work in all that heat. 

We always had quite a few horses. Our dad 
used to break them in during the wintertime. He 
would hiteh up a bronco with an older work horse 
to a bobsleigh and box, jump in and away they 
would go. He would let them run until the horses 
tired and calmed down. By the time spring came 
he had an extra horse or two to use for spring 
work. When the bronco was quleted down pretty 
good he would let us kids go along, and we 
thought this was great fun. 

There weren't any household conveniences 
away back then. The first one I remember was a 
washing machine with a round wooden tub. It 
had a big wheel that a handle fit into and you 
pulled it back and forth. That made the agitator 
work. This wheel was fastened inside the lid. We 
took ‘our turns at keeping it going until the 
washing was done — but it beat scrubbing the 
clothes on a washboard, No wonder washday was 
called “‘Blue Monday.”* 

Our mother passed away in 1992 at the age of 
40 years and our dad passed away in June, 1942, 
at the age of 56 years. They were both buried In 
the Diamond Valley Cemetery. 

Gradually the family grew up and left home. 
Harry was married to Audrey Cunningham in 
1935 ‘and moved to S.W. 27-383.W5, about one 
mile east of the home place, formerly owned by 
J.T. Marshal of Eckville. They have two daugh- 
ters, Johanna and Faye. Johanna is married to 
Bil Budvarson of the Craig district. They have 
two sons, Jim and Perry, and live in Eckville. 
Faye married Melvin Molander of Eckville and 
they have two children, Cheryl and Corey. They 
live In Didsbury. 

Margaret married Claude Cunningham in 
1936 and they live two and one-half miles south of 
Eckville. They have three children — Liova, 
Dale and Judy. Lloyd married Linda Lutz of Olds 
and they have two children, Dawn and Neal. 
They live in Eckville. Dale married Mary Watts 
Storms. They live on the Sr. Cunningham farm 
south of Eckville and have one son, Ronnie. Judy 
is single, and works in Calgary. 

Walter married Laura Langer of Bekville in 
1944 and they live on the home place. Their two 
children are Barbara and Barry. Barbara works 
in Calgary, and is single. Barry married Dixie 
Blow of Cochrane and they have two sons, Kerry 




















and Robbie. Barry is presently living in 
scotlani 

Donald was in the army from June 1941 until 
December 1945. He returned from the Service 
and farmed his quarter of land which joins the 
home place, 20-38-3-W5. He and Walter 
farmed together for a few years, then he took 
employment in Calgary and now resides there, 
He is still single. 

Mildred married Russel Fraser of Ontario in 
1961 and they have one daughter, Debbie. They 
live in Calgary. 

‘Most of our children attended Bluebell School 
until 1955, when it became centralized and the 
children were bussed into Eckville. 





THE EGNES PALKOT FAMILY — by Dora 
rarlyle 

Egnes Palkot was born in Lithuania on July 
31, 1885. He came to Pennsylvania, U.S.A. and 
Worked in a butchering establishment for two 
years. In 1911 he came to Calgary, Alberta and 
worked a5 a brick layer’s helper. He left there 
when work beeame scarce and went to work on a 
farm at Claresholm. In 1914 he rode a freight 
train to Innisfail and then proceeded west on foot 
to the Stauffer district where his sister, Mrs. 
Bredick, was living. He was equipped with a 
swede saw, axe and pack sack. He often spoke of 
the time he stopped at Mrs. Linneberg’s hen 
house and took a few eggs to suck and Mrs. 
Linneberg came out to gather eggs and found 

im there. 

Egnes homesteaded on SW 17-37-4-W5. He 
bullt a small log shack and began clearing land. 
He returned to Claresholm for several years in 
the fall to work, and in the winters worked in the 
mines at Nordegg, returning to the homestead 
each spring to continue clearing land. In 1915 he 
borrowed a horse, an axe and a plow and broke 
three acres. The next year he bought a team of 
horses. He broadcast his crop and that fall he cut 
the crop with a scythe, dried it, then threshed it 
with a flall and stored it in bags. His diet on the 
homestead consisted mainly of berries, rabbits 
and wild birds. If it hadn’t been for these, many 
homesteaders would have starved or given up 
and moved away. On one occasion when Egnes 
came home from the mines, he found that his 
home had been occupied by Some other settlers 
who had come too late to build a house before 
winter set in. They then moved on to locate on 
land of their own. 

Each year more land was cleared and broken, 
and in 1918 Egnes received the title to his 
homestead. Egnes cut tamarack posts and 
hauled them to Alhambra to earn extra money. 
This, along with his other income, made it poss 
ble for him to purchase a team of beautiful, 
matched grey horses, a fancy driving harness 
for them, a black cutier for winter and a fancy 
black buggy. With such outstanding travel equip- 
‘ment he started courting and soon won the hand 
of Antonia Speroski. 











Antonia had come from Lithuania in 1923 and 
made her home with her brother, Frank 
Speroski, who lived in the Gilby District: Antonia 
tells a story about one time while out driving, 
they had stopped the team. When Egnes went to 
embrace her, he knocked her large hat off, which 
frightened the horses and they had a run-away. 
Antonia and Egnes were married in 1924. 

By this time the threshing was done by John 
Dietz, who had a hand-fed thresher driven by a 
10-horse power pump engine. This was quite a 
job, as the stacked bundles had to be cut and fed 
into the machine and, as there was no blower on 
the machine, men had to fork the straw away 
into piles. In 1925 the Ebls bought a Case 
thresher and tractor. This was a real machine, 
and it cut the strings, as well as having a blower 
and grain auger. 

On September 15, 1925 thelr first and only son, 
‘Edward, was born. On this same day their entire 
crop was completely hailed out. By this time 
there was approximately 80 acres in crop. Lucki- 
ly, Egnes had put hail insurance on the crop, and 
this was the last day that the insurance’ was 
valld. It was the one and only time he had ever 
carried insurance and he was hailed out only 
once after that, in 1948, 

‘Their first daughter, Frances, was born Oc- 
tober 2, 1927. During that year they also 
purchased a used Chevrolet touring car, which 
came with snap-on curtains. In 1929 he traded 
this car for a new Plymouth, 

In 1932 Egnes purchased an old 10-20 Titan 
steel-wheeled tractor, which he used only for 
grinding, because he was now established in the 
pig raising business. Egnes had an old binder 
which a farmer in Claresholm had discarded. 
His line of machinery had now increased to in- 
clude a wooden box and wooden wheel seed drill, 
a two-bottom horse plow, a six foot single disc, a 
horse-drawn mower and a dump hay rake. 

During these years the necessity to get their 
crops off made these early homesteaders into un- 
published inventors. The fall of 1927 was very 
‘wet. In order to cut his crop Mr. Dobia mounted a 
motorcycle engine on his binder torun the sickle, 
canvas reel and knotter. The bull wheel drive 
was disconnected and set in a two-horse dirt slip. 
‘The horses were hitched to this and they pulled 
the binder through the soggy fields. Mr. Dobia 
took the crop off for Egnes that year. Tt took 
eight horses to pull this, while in an ordinary 
year four horses could easily pull the binder. 

By this time the homestead shack was getting 
too small and an additional room was added. 
‘This addition made it possible to have bedrooms 
upstairs. This was a necessity because on July 
16, 1933, twin daughters, Teen and Ireen, were 
born. 

In 1933 the SW 18-37-4-W5 was purchased from 
John Junaitis. There were 30 or 40 acres broken 
on this land and it was fenced with two rows of 
barbed wire. Egnes ran cattle on this land, as 
well as on a half section of Hudson Bay land 































































which he leased. The sloughs, which were dry 
enough, were mowed and stacked for hay for 
winter feed. Indians were hired to cut brush and 
grub and limb the big trees. In winter these trees 
Were cut into firewood. The Indians would con- 
tract the work for three to four dollars per acre. 
At times there would be as many as 30 tents at 
the work site. The first part of this land was 
broken by Ed Clay, with 12 horses on a wooden 
beam plow. The other parts were broken by Mer- 
vin Howe, using Pete Lecer!'s 22-36 International 
tractor with steel wheels and a steel beam plow. 
In all, 150 acres were cleared. The remaining 
patches were broken by Sandy Morigeau and 
Frank Dobia in later years. 

During the hungry thirties, relief men were 
available to farmers for winter work. The 
government paid the men five dollars a month 
and the farmer five dollars for his room and 
board; most of these men were very good 
workers. The farmers would usually give the 
worker the five dollars which had been intended 
for payment for board and room. The men usual 
ly did the chores and cut wood. 

In 1936 a Massey Harris Pacemaker tractor 
was purchased. It had rubber tires and was the 
first one thus equipped in the district. It caused 
much speculation as to the desirability of rubber 
tires, in regard to punctures and traction, but it 
proved tobe reliable. A six-foot tiller and a three- 
bottom plow, 14-inch, were also purchased at this 
time, Egnes decided these pieces of equipment 
would be used for preparing the land only, and 
the seeding and binding would be done with 
horses. Within two years tractor hitches were 
ut on all pieces of equipment. The horses were 
Soon sold, except for two teams, which were kept 
for hauling bundles. Wheat, oats and barley were 
grown by this time, and summerfallow was part 
of the crop rotation. 

In 1941 Edward finished his schooling and 
joined his father in the farming business. They 
purchased a Massey Harris 101 with rubber 
tires. Ed used this tractor and a rubber-tired 
wagon to haul fattened hogs to market at 
Hespero. 

During these years many of the farmers paid 
thelr taxes by helping to bulld roads. This proved 
quite a job, as poles had to be cut and laid side by 
side in the muskegs. This was called corduroy, 
and on this, dirt was hauled and laid over the 
logs, so the traveller could have a smoother ride. 
In other places ditches were dug and the dirt 
piled on the road and levelled off. This was done 
mainly with slips and fresnoes, pulled by horses. 
The farmers of the district took turns main: 
taining these roads. 

In 1942 a number 15 eight-foot pull type 
Massey Harris combine was purchased, In 1943 a 
quarter of land was bought from Frank Trezka, 
‘There was about 80 acres of cultivated land, and 
the remainder of this land was broken by 1948, 
‘The building site on this quarter was broken, and 
during this procedure three gallons of powerful 

















moonshine were unearthed. The men on that 
year's threshing crew will not forget the party 
they had with the help of this moonshine! 

In 1949 Egnes and Antonia left the farm and 
bought one and a half acres at Sylvan Lake. They 
built a house and established the Sunset 
Paradise Camping Grounds. They remained in 
Sylvan Lake until 1971, when they sold the camp 
grounds and purchased a home in Innisfail, 
Egnes passed away in Calgary on September 2, 
1974. Antonia still resides in their home in In: 
nistail. 

Ed married Ferna McNefl of Evergreen on 
November 29, 1947. In 1955 they sold the Stauffer 
farm and bought a farm at Innisfail. They have 
two daughters. Linda is married to Raymond 
‘Smith and has two children, Kelly and Carmen, 
‘They live and work on the home farm. 

Marilyn is married to Bill Howard of Wim- 
bourne, 

Frances is married to Jack Curtis and they 
reside in Delta, B.C. They have three children, 
Ronnie, Elaine and Cathy. Ronnle and Elaine 
are both married and Elaine has two children, 
Steven and Darren, 

een married John Glambeck in 1953 and 
they have three children, Bruce, Allan and Bon- 
nie. ‘They live in Red Deer. 

Ireen married Tom Burke. They live in 
Calgary with their three children, Kevin, Shelley 
and Phyllis. 





PHELPS, WILLIAM MAXWELL 

Bill was born in Dowagiac, Michigan, U.S.A., 
April 13, 1907. He came to Alberta in 1927 to his 
half brother (Fred Dalton) and family at 
Dalmead, Alberta. He worked on different farms 
as hired help. In 1930, he came to the Diamond 
Valley district to a friend that had Sec, 29-37-3- 
W5 rented. Bill helped him farm as he was a 
school teacher. Bill and I, Evelyn Martinson, 
were married October 1, 1932. The school 
teacher, Wendell Phillips, had left Bill the land 
by this time which Bill rented. We were there 
and farmed it until the spring of 1934. Then we 
rented SE 30-37-3.W5 owned by A. J. Hoven. We 
farmed with horses. Bill took horses to break 
from the Armstrong Brothers of Eckville for 
several years. In the spring of 1936, my mother 
had a sale and left the farm. We rented the land 
SE and NW 11-38-4-5 from her and moved there 
with our family of two, Marie born March, 1934 
and Lenard born July, 1935. We bought this half 
section in 1938, We farmed with horses until after 
1940. We had saddle horses and a driving team 
until 1942 when we bought our first truck, 

My two brothers, Floyd and Melvin Martin. 
son and two sisters Virginia and Ruth Martinson 
were with us from 1936-1952. They took their 
schooling at Gaetz school. By 1952, they married 
and made homes of their own. 

Bill and I had lots of help as the years went 
by. Bill loved his farming horses and livestock. 

















Mr, and Mrs, (Wiliam and Evelya) Phelps, Marie, Lenard, 
Mariel and Adatber- 1948, 


He did a lot of community work in different 
organizations. 

Tn 1942, we had a daughter, Muriel and in 1944 
a son Delbert. In 1948, we bought our first car 
after spring seeding and took our family and 
went on a two month trip back to Bill’s home 
state of Michigan, U.S.A. Also through Iowa and 
South Dakota to my folks relatives. In 1949, we 
bought the SW and NW quarters of Sec. 11-38-4 
W5. These quarters were bush land. We cleared 
the NW quarter in a few years and had it into 
crop. We always milked 10 to 20 cows by hand 
and had a lot of hogs. In 1950, we built a chicken 
house and brooder and I spent a few years rais 
ing chickens and turkeys. The profits weren't 
large but we had spending money. The spring of 
1949, the power came in which was a big help to 
the district. 

‘The spring of 1959, Bill had a heart attack 
after he had finished seeding the crop that day. 
He was in the hospital for six weeks. He 
recovered and was able to do ordinary work until 
the spring of 1961 when he had another heart at- 
tack and passed away. Son Delbert was 16 years 
old at the time. He and I carried on farming with 
hired help. We threshed until 1965, then bought a 
combine and swather. Delbert ‘lives on and 
farms the home place. He married Lila 
Wyzkoski and they have four girls, Cindy, 
Charlene, Candice and Crystal. 

‘Muriel married Max Bott and lives and farms 
near Withrow, Alberta. They have one son 
Roger. 

‘Lenard married June Darbyshire. They have 
three children, Clayton, Constance and Lorna. 
Connie was married in June 197 to John 
Macleod of Edmonton. Lenard has been an oil 
man for over 20 years. He has worked in Alberta 
and the U.S.A. At present he fs living in Texas 
and is president of Thomson Drilling Co. 

Marie married Edwart Bott and lives and 
farms near Withrow, Alberta. They have four 
children, Russell, Gene, Carolyn and Joanne. 

T have a suite in the Jem Apartments in 
Eekyille, Alberta and am manager and 
caretaker there. 








PHILLIPS, WILLARD AND BEATRICE — by 
Beatrice Phillips 

Eckville has always been a part of my life, as 
my family did much of their business there. I 
was born at Evarts, Alberta, the daughter of 
David and Ada MeNell. We had a mixed farming 
operation and milked a few cows. The cream was 
taken to Eckville usually twice a week, and the 
needed purchases made. One time I remember 
Dad taking some wheat to be ground into flour at 
the mill there. Mother had a great deal of dif. 
ficulty making good bread with it, but I know 
nothing was wasted, as she always found a way 
to make use of everything. It was the secret of 
success in the hard times, and we, as a family, 
did very well, thanks to our careful parents. 

In the fall of 1942 I, along with my sister 
Ethel, and Doreen Stauffer, took up residence in 
one room above the home of my aunt and uncle, 
the J. M. MeDonald’s. Here we ate, slept, and 
studied, but spent very few weekends there. It 
was a very disturbing sight on the Monday mor- 
ning in January when we drove up in front of our 
school and, peering through the frosty windows 
of the truck, saw the smoldering ruins of the 
school with only the chimney standing. School 
resumed a week later in the Hall. We did lose 
credits In our chemistry course because we did 
not have a laboratory, but, thanks to our much- 
loved teacher, Mrs. 'Westergard, school con- 
tinued. We did have concerts and bazaars to 
raise money to help replace some of the lost 
equipment. 

February was a sad month, too, for we lost 
our grandmother, Mrs. Hugh’ McNeil. March 
saw more and more snow and winds that made 
many roads impassible. One Friday night my 
sister and I had to walk the last half mile home in 
the dark, falling over four-foot drifts. Spring 
came, with the rivers all flooding their banks and 
causing the loss of two lives — Mr. Leithhead, at 
Evarts, and Bill MacDonald, the father of our 
good friend, Kay. It was a time that will be hard 
to forget. 

After ‘finishing school in Eckville I went to 
work at the Evarts store and then to the bank in 
Sylvan Lake. Doreen went on to finish her school 
Ing at Red Deer and Dickson, after which she did 
some supervisor-teaching. She married Clifford 
Hillman and they still reside on their farm at 
Evarts. They have three children. Ethel went on 
to graduate from the Eckville School and later 
graduated as a nurse from the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital In 1949. She worked in Stettler before 
her marriage to Frank Morrison Thornton in 
1951. They now live in Calgary and have two 
children. Ethel still does part-time nursing at the 
Foothills Hospital. 

In January of 1947 Willard Phillips and I were 
married. We went to live in the Evarts district 
and worked for Peter Stewart on his farm for 
five years. We then purchased a quarter of our 
own, and moved into our new home in the spring 
of 1952. Robert Medin was the previous owner of 

















the quarter we bought. In 1960 we bought the land 
we now live on from Ken Darlington, He had 
built up the place after his return from the war. 
It had originally been owned by D. Snyder. 

Willard was born in the Arbutus district near 
Rocky Mountain House. His father, J. Arthur, 
came west after graduating from MacDonald 
Agricultural College. He had been born in West: 
mount, Quebec, and had lived in the city environ- 
ment, 50 he knew little about farm life in the 
rugged west. He took a homestead, and married 
Laura Gardiner, who, with her ‘parents, had 
moved from North Dakota, U.S.A. They also 
were on a homestead. They raised five boys and 
one girl, Willard being the second oldest. He 
attended school in Arbutus, then went to work in 
the bush. His first job on’a threshing crew, in 
1935, was in this same area. He also worked in 
the Evarts area in succeeding years and from 
there he joined the army and went overseas in 
January, 1943. He took part in the “D Day" inva 
sion in France, returning home in December of 
1915, 

‘We have two sons, David and Keith, who both 
took all their schooling in Eckville. After their 
graduation they went to work, mainly in the oil 
industry. David married Wendy Primrose of 
Rocky Mountain House. They have two 
daughters, Carrie and Angela. David is present- 
ly employed as a driller with Loffland Bros, 
Drilling. Keith married Judith Szoke and is 
presently employed as a welder at the Syncrude 
plant near Fort McMurray. 








RASMUSSEN FAMILIES — by Iris Rasmussen 

In the spring Neils Rasmussen, his wife and 
family moved into the Bluebell area, They 
located on the NW _28.38-3-W5, which they 
Purchased from Pete Pedersen and which is now 
owned by Thressa Rasmussen, 

Neils Rasmussen, born September, 1862, in 
Denmark, emigrated to California, U.S.A. 
‘There he met Jensina (born September 13, 1862 
in Denmark) and they were married on October 
M4, 1885 in California. They soon moved, and took 
up a homestead in Lakin, Kansas, U.S.A. 

Neils and Jensina Rasmussen had eight 
children born in Kansas. A daughter, Ethel, born 
April 17, 1909, passed away on May 15, 1909. 

Upon coming to Canada they brought with 
them settlers effects, ambition and a desire to 
expand in a new country. In 1923 they purchased 
NW 32-38-4-W5, In the Condor area. This land was 
later rented by thelr sons. They resided on thelr 
Condor farm until their passing, Neils In 
February, 1932 and Jensina in February, 1933. 
‘They are buried in the Medicine Valley 
Cemetery, which is located on SE 16-38-3-W5, and 
is more commonly referred to as the Diamond 
Valley Cemetery. 

Descendents of Neils and Jensina Rasmussen 
were: Clara Anna, born February 5, 1887, She 
married Charles Dickerson Steinbeck, known as 
Carl. They came with her parents to this country 








and homesteaded the SE 19-38-3-W5, which is 
now owned by Harry Medin. They lived in a log 
cabin on this land for about eight years. This 
cabin is still standing. Clara and Carl Steinbeck 
had seven children: Herbert Franklin, Edwin, 
Fred, William, Hilda, Joseph and Marie, all born 
in and around this area. Frank, with his wife and 
family from North Carolina have visited this 
area four different times. Joseph and his wife 
have also been here. Clara passed away after a 
sudden illness on January 18, 1919. She is buried 
in the Medicine Valley cemetery. Carl moved 
back to the States with his family on April 6, 1919, 

Alfred Thomas, the oldest son of Neils and 
Jensina, was born September 22, 1891. Alfred 
homesteaded the NE 19-38-3.W5. He met Lily 
May Ellis, a local school teacher in this area, and 
they were married in 1921. Alfred and May have 
five children, Freda, Elsie, James, Lee and 
Nesley, all living in the Fairview, Alberta area, 
Alfred and May moved to the Clive area in 1927 
where they farmed. In 1955 they moved to 
Whitelaw to be near their children, Alfred and 
May have both passed away. They are buried in 
the Whitelaw cemetery, 

Marinus Henry, known as Enos, married 
Agnes French, a Condor girl. They lived until 
1925 in the area, then moved to Yakima, 
Washington, U.S.A., Enos was accidently killed 
in May, 192%. Their three children were Henry, 
Earl and Dorothy. Agnes now lives in Oregon, 
USA. 

Rudolph Andrew, known as Rudy, was born 
December 2, 1894. He lived at home until joining 
the Army in May, 1918. He served in the 3ist Bat- 
talion in Bramshot, England until the war ended, 
In 1923 Rudy married Gena Botten. They farmed 
the NE 29-38-3-W5, purchased through the Soldier 
Settlement Board. Rudy and Gena had six 
children: Ruth, Herman, Elmer, Oliver, Enos 
and Helena. Helena passed away six weeks after 
her birth. 

Next came a sad time for Rudy and his fami- 
ly, as Gena passed away on February 13, 1933 of 
Pneumonia. The shock of this news ‘caused 
Rudy's mother to pass away the next day. There 
was a sad, double funeral and both were buried 
in the Medicine Valley Cemetery. Rudy carried 
on with his family of small children with help 
from relatives and neighbors. In the spring Irene 
Bardwell (nee Wylie), a widow with three small 
children, Kennet, Joyce and Alice, came as his 
housekeeper. This proved to be a satisfactory 
arrangement, as Rudy and Irene were married 
June 21, 1934. Shortly after their marriage the 
community held a charivari, as was the custom 
in those days. Rudy and Irene managed to get 
outside without the crowd seeing them. They 
joined in the racket and revelry. After a while, 
when no one appeared, several men lifted Orrin 
Wylie in the window. No one was there! There 
S a great deal of laughter when Rudy and 
Irene were discovered in the crowd! 

To this marriage was born Ronald, Daniel, 

















Shirley and Loyal. This large family was active 
in functions at the Bluebell School and 
throughout the area. Rudy and Irene were in- 
terested in raising thelr family in a Christian 
way. They attended the Diamond Valley Church 
regularly. 

In the fall of 1947 Rudy sold his land, and early 
{in 1948 they moved with their younger children to 
Abbotsford, B.C., where they still live. 

Orvel Nesley was born May 24, 1897. Like his 
brother Rudy, he joined the Army in 1918. Orvel 
was in the 5ist Battalion in Bramshot, England. 
After his discharge he rented land from his 
parents, eventually buying the original farm, 
NW 29-38.3.W5, Orvel married Thressa Botten on 
August 31, 1932. On the day of their wedding 
Ernest, Orvel’s brother, drove them to Red 
Deer. While Orvel was away his other brothers 
and other ambitious fellows in the area got into 
the house and prepared it for the returning 
newly-married couple. They moved the new 
bedroom suite upstairs and brought the old one 
down, which they set up with great care. They 
filled the oven of the cook stove with rubbers and 
boots. To make things more interesting they 
placed a pump engine in the middle of the 
kitchen floor. Orvel and Thressa must have had 
mixed feelings when they returned home! 

Orvel farmed in this area until his passing on 
April 26, 1962, He is buried in the Red Deer 
cemetery 

Clarence Raymon, the fifth son of Neils and 
Jansina Rasmussen, was born April, 1900. Ray 
married Annie Bjornson of the Markerville dis- 
trict in May, 1922. They lived in this area before 
moving to Flatbush in 1994. Ray and Annie have 
seven children: Bjorn, Richard, Clara, Clifford, 
Jean, Margaret and Ann. Ray passed away July 
Us, 1973, one week after attending a Rasmussen 
family reunion. 

Ernest Richard, known to many as Johnny, 
was born March ‘31, 1903 in Lakin, Kansas, 
Emnest farmed the Condor land for his parenis 
for many years. On April 11, 1934 he married 
Gladys Jayes. In 1945 they moved to Faweett, 
Alberta, where they operated a cafe and service 
station for many years. This service centre had a 
motto “Eat with Ma, gas with Pa” and that is 
what many people used to enjoy, as Gladys was 
an excellent cook and Ernest's service was 
equally as good. Gladys and Ernest retired to a 
small farm in the Nestow area. They had three 
children: Gerald, Stanley and Bonnie Jean. 
Ernest passed away suddenly in January, 1975. 

Hilda Ida, born July 26, 1905, came with her 
parents to this area. She attended the Bluebell 
and Prairie Rose schools. While on a trip to 
Coeur D’Alene, Idaho, Hilda met and married 
Floyd McCormick on'December 1, 1924. They 
made Spokane their home, where they had two 
sons, Floyd and Wayne. Floyd passed away in 
January, 1960. Hilda then married Lawrence 
Gugler in May, 1965. Lawrence passed away July 
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18, 1972. Hilda lives alone in Spokane, 
Washington, 

Two grandsons of Neils and Jensina, sons of 
Rudolph Rasmussen, live in this area, Elmer 
Stanley was born March 16, 1927 at his home in 
the Bluebell area. Elmer, with his brothers Her- 
man and Oliver, moved to the Fawcett area 
where they took up homesteads. Elmer stayed 
with his Uncle Ray and Aunt Annie for some 
time. On April 11, 1950 he married Iris Helen 
Wilson, a local school teacher. They lived on the 
homestead for three years before moving to 
Barrhead, Alberta. Here he started working for 
Farm Electric Services, and worked at this job 
for eight years. In May of 1962 Elmer rented land 
from Mrs, Thressa Rasmussen, where he now 
resides. 

Elmer and Iris have four children, Wayne 
Elmer, born July 7, 1954, attended school in 
Eckville and on August 10, 1974 he married San- 
dra Nielson. Wayne works in Red Deer, but In- 
tends to make Eckville his home. 

Lois Anne was born December 5, 1957 in 
Mayerthorpe, Alberta. She took her schooling in 
Eckville, graduating from high school in 1975, 
Since then she has acquired an interest in 
different types of cooking. 

David Terrance, born November 18, 1962 and 
Clark Robert, born December 7, 1964, both at- 
tend Eckville’school and reside at home. 


ENOS AND IRENE RASMUSSEN — by Irene 
Rasmussen 

Enos Gilbert was born July 22, 1930 at home in 
the Eckville area. He helped his dad on the farm 
until Mr. Rasmussen sold his land to Walter 
Boettger. Enos then helped his dad move to Ab- 
dotsford, B.C., but he returned to stay with Orvel 
and Thressa Rasmussen. He belonged to the 
Benalto Agriculture Society for a few years. He 
showed sheep at the Edmonton Stock Fair on 
several occasions. For 13 years Enos rented land 
from Mrs. Tennant. He met Irene Bozak of the 
Gaetz district and they were married in April of 
1957 in Red Deer. 

Enos and Irene lived in various places, until 
moving to the New Hill district. They’ later 
bought land there. They have five children: 
‘Therese, Brenda, Dorothy, Charles and Gale. 
‘Therese graduated from the Spruce View school 
in 1977 and is working in Red Deer. The other 
children are still at home, 





‘THE RAZZOLINI FAMILY 

Giovanni Razzolini came to Canada to Van- 
couver from Montrumo, Italy, in 1913. From 
Vancouver he moved to Rockyford, Alberta to 
work on a farm. In 1922 he came to Eckville and 
bought the W 21-39-3-W5, from the C.P.R. This 
land was in the Blue Bell School district. The 
land was all bush and he had to clear it by hand 
and with horses. 

In 1924 he married Marina Zanesco of 
Casteleucco, Italy, in Calgary. After their 



















































marriage they returned to the farm, and to a 
brand new home, something that most people did 
not have, This house had been built by a brother- 
indaw that had lost his wife (Mr. Razzolint’s 
sister) and they were to raise three of his 
children in exchange for the house. In the mean- 
time the brother-in-law remarried, and the rais 
Ing of his three children by Giovanni and Marina 
never came to pass. 

For income many cattle and pigs were raised. 
Four children were born to them: Amelia, 
‘Maria, Luigina and Gino. Due to ill health Mr. 
Razzolini sold the farm in 1958, at which time the 
family moved to Lacombe. Mr. Razzolini passed 
away on September 3, 1963. He is buried at Alto 
Reste Memorial Gardens in Red Deer. Mrs. Raz: 
zolini now resides in the Eckville Manor. 





i 
Mr. and Mrs. G, Rezzolinl and fami. 


Amy was born in April, 1925. She married Ron 
Davidge of Edson in May, 1946, They have two 
sons and one daughter, Dennis, Terry and 
Janice. Dennis married ‘Mary Nickel of Van- 
couver and they have one daughter, Michelle. 
Terry married Linda Pointer of Calgary and 
they have one son, Kyle. Janice married 
Laurence Tisch of Calgary and they are now liv- 
ing in Winnipeg. 

‘Luigina was born on November 10, 1929. She 
married Clem Croome of Edmonton on January 
31, 1953. They had two sons, Murray and Dale. 
‘Clem passed away on August 20, 1960. Luigina 
married Jim Wright of Diamond Valley in 
November, 1967, and they have one daughter, 
Rina, 

Murray married Sally Esary of Vancouver. 
‘They have one son, Adam, and one daughter, 
Becky. They are living in Coquitlam, B.C. 

Dale and Rina are living in Calgary. 


‘THE HARRY SAFRON FAMILY — by Violet 
Safron 

Harry Max Satron worked for Trident Drill. 
ing, later purchased by Peter Bawden Drilling. 
Harry was employed on the Trident rig, which 
Grilled the hole where the Gilby Gas Plant is now 
located. While working in this area Harry met 
his wife-to-be, Violet Cordon. They were married 
‘on August 1, 1957, at Our Lady of the Assumption 
Church, Sylvan Lake, 


In 1960 Harry decided to go farming, and 
purchased the E 25-38-4-W5 and the SE 30-38-3.W5, 
from his father-in-law, John Cordon. On August 
21, 1963 the original barn burned down, so Harry 
applied for a timber lease from the Forestry 
Department, He cut the trees, hauled and sawed 
the logs, planed the lumber and, being handy 
with a hammer and talented with a saw, he built 
a new barn In 1964. He continued logging and in 
1971 began building the new house, following the 
plans which he and Violet had drawn up. ‘The 
family built the house themselves, with the ex. 
m of pouring of the basement, floor and 
ind the building of the fireplace 
1n 1972 Harry and Violet tried out a new ven- 
ture — a Holiday Farm. In 1973 they accepted 52 
‘young people from the ages of 16 to 23 years, for 
five weeks, supplying them with room, board, 
and farming experiences. 

During the winter of 1976-1977 Harry was 
hired by the Eckville Agricultural Society as 
“‘spear-header”” for the inside construction of the 
new Multi-purpose Building in Eckville. His job 
was to order material, solve construction 
problems and to organize the work for the many 
volunteer workers. 

Harry is a member of the Benalto Elks Club, 
the Eckville Curling Club and the Hespero Hall 
Board. He is also kept very busy with 4-H Club 
and children’s activities, even to teaching the 
‘school children to curl. He never misses a hunt 
ing or fishing trip out west, usually accom- 
panied by his boys, and often by the whole fami- 
ly, In 1977 Harry received a five-year Leadership 
Award from the Canadian Council of 4-H Clubs. 

Violet, having been a horse-lover all her life, 
has taken part in many horse shows and 
gymkhanas over the years. In 1976 she was pres!- 
dent of the Eckville Catholle Women’s League 
and vice-president of the Eckville Curling Club, 
in addition to taking an active part in. the 
Eckville Curling Club and the Hespero Com- 
munity Club. In 1977 she was presented with a 
‘Ten-Year Leadership Award from the Canadian 
Council of 4-H Clubs. 

Harry and Violet have three sons and a 
daughter — Daniel, Dennis, Terry and Brenda. 
Daniel and Dennis both have graduated from 
Eckville High School. Terry and Brenda still at 
tend school in Eckville. 














SMITH, WILLIAM AND JEAN 

Bill Smith was born at Irvine, Alberta, the se- 
cond youngest son of Tom and Elizabeth Smith, 
and came with his parents to the Kuusamo dis- 
trict in 1924. He attended school at Evarts, 
Kuusamo, Eckville and Red Deer. 

After leaving school he worked one summer 
for Glen Eisenhauer, near Sylvan Lake, where 
one of his jobs was to plough for 37 days with a 
six-horse team, The pay was $25 a month with 
every second Sunday off. After this he worked 
for Stewart Brothers Equipment of Red Deer for 








a few months — salary $45 per month — before 
going back to the farm to stay. 

He farmed with his brothers in the Eckville 
district until 1941 when he and his brother Tom 
enlisted in the army. Before going overseas he 
and Tom bought $ 20-39-3.W5 from Luther 
Finlay. During the next four and a half years he 
served in England, Italy, Northwest Europe and 
with the Army of Occupation in Germany before 
returning home in 1946. 

In 1948 he married Jean Staniforth, youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Staniforth from 
the Evarts district. She was born in Red Deer 
and educated at Evarts and Red Deer. 

In the spring of 1948 they moved to NE 6-39-3. 
W5, which they had bought from Ernie Barlund, 
and they have lived and farmed there ever since. 
‘They started without central heating, electricity, 
plumbing, telephone or gravelled road, but these 
all came as time went on. They farmed at first 
with a combination of horses and tractor and 
stooked and threshed the crop. In 1957 they 
bought Tom Cunningham's farm, SW 5-39-3-W 
when he quit farming to go to work for an off 
company. 

Jean taught Sunday school at Hespero 
Presbyterian Church and was a member of the 
Ladies’ Aid until it was disbanded when the 
church closed. Both Jean and Bill were members 
of the Hespero Church Board. Bill was on the 
Eckville Co-op Association board of directors for 
17 years and on the Eckville Co-op Livestock 
‘Association Board for many years, having the 
jobs of chairman and secretary on each of these 
boards. He has also had a turn as secretary of the 
Eckville Legion. Jean was on the executive of the 
Eckville figure-skating club and sang in the 
church choir. 

Bill and Jean have four daughters. Elizabeth 
Jean (Beth) married Ole Bendixen and they 
have two daughters and live in Calgary 

Sharon Margaret married Richard Guest of 
Eckville. They have three daughters and live in 
Pincher Creek, 

‘Mary Loulse married Rod Bardenhagen. 
‘They have one daughter and one son and live 
near Rocky Mountain House. 

Beverly Ann married Don Bardenhagen. 
‘They have one son and live in Eckville. 





SONNIE, JOHN 

John ‘Sonnie emigrated to Pennsylvania, 
U.S.A. in 1880 from Sweden. In 1884 he sent for 
the girl who was to be his wife, Matilda Olson 
They settled in Gallitzen, Pennsylvania, where 
he worked in the coal mines. 

In 1905 they came to Diamond Valley, where 
he homesteaded NE 32-37-3-W5, This farm is now 
owned by John Murdock. They had seven 
children. 

Hattie, the oldest, married Tom Varty of In. 
nisfall. 

‘Emil married Dazarene Reighley. He worked 


in large sawmills in British Columbia most of his 
life. He now resides in Vancouver. 

Gus and his wife, Ruth, were farmers and 
now live in Finnigan, 

‘Alma married Harry Ballance of Diamond 
Valley in 1913. They had four children, Gladys, 
Mary, Gordon and Hazel. Harry passed away in 
1923. 

‘Alma married George Elder of Innisfail in 
1933. They moved to Vancouver in 1941. George 
died in 1942. Alma now resides in British Colum- 
dia. 

‘Alan was a member of the police force and 
died while yet a young man. 

Helen married Thory Johnson of the Marker- 
ville district. They reside in Calgary. 

Victor and his wife, Eva, remained on the 
home farm until they moved to Calgary a few 
years before Vic died. 

Of the Sonnte sons Gus has one son, Bud, who 
has a son now. He is the only boy to carry on the 
Sonnie name. 


ALEXANDER MALCOLM STEWART 
‘The blood of three branches of the Stewart 
clan, traceable back through the centuries, fused 
in the veins of Alexander Malcolm Stewart. He 
was the second man to cross the Medicine River 
at Evarts and locate a homestead, in what was 
later to become the Diamond Valley district. 

He was born at Port Huron, Ontarlo, August 
24, 1876, the son of Angus D. and Jane (Stewart) 
Stewart, and he attended school there. After 
working on a farm in Ontario, he came west from 
Wyoming, Ontario to Manitoba in 1899 and in 1901 
he came to the Red Deer district and worked on 
farms in the area. On August 13, 1901, he first 
crossed the Medicine River by boat, where 
Evarts was subsequently located, to work at a 
saw mill three miles west of the river. Range 
three, although it was being surveyed that year, 
was not open for homesteading. However, any 
man 18 years of age or older, who was a British 
subject or who was willing to take out naturaliza- 
tion papers, could choose a quarter section and 
build a smail house on it, and then have the first 
chance to file on it, as soon as that could be ac- 
tually be done. 

Alex Stewart filed on SW 4-38-3 W5 in 1902 and 
his first shack was built of slabs and poles. This 
‘was subsequently replaced by a home on a loca- 
tion farther to the south. Roads were non- 
existent in the area at that time and until 1903, 
when a post office was opened at Evarts, mail 
had to be brought out from Red Deer. The coun- 
try was wet and most of the horses brought in 
died of swamp fever. For several years Alex 
used a team of oxen to break the land that he so 
arduously cleared by hand. He had one ox that he 
sometimes rode and when, as sometimes 
happened, he did not take the pasture bell off 
him, it announced his arrival at his destination. 

In 1905 his parents and his sister, Catherine, 
came west from Ontario to join him on the 












































homestead. His father, Angus D. Stewart, the 
son of Alex D. Stewart, was born at East 
Williams, Ontario in 1843. He was married May 
29, 1872, to Jane Stewart, the youngest daughter 
of’ Archibald E. Stewart, and they lived in 
Caradoc township for some time prior to moving 
near Wyoming, Ontario, trom whence they later 
journeyed westward. A Presbyterian in religion 
and a Liberal in politics, Angus Stewart was a 
kind, generous and honest type of man. He 
homesteaded on the NW 17-383 W5, which 
originally had been C.P.R. land, but which had 
been traded back to the federal government and 
opened up for homesteading in 1908. He died on 
January 30, 1910, at the age of 67 years. Mrs, 
Stewart continued to live with her son until the 
early 1920's, when she went to live with a 
daughter, Mrs. Dunean Macariney, in Manitoba, 
where she died in 1925. Both Mr. and Mrs. Angus 
Stewart are buried in the Diamond Valley 
cemetery. Their daughter, Catherine, married 
Glen Caton, one of Alex Stewart’s nearest 
neighbors, in 1910. 

Alex Stewart was married to Pearl Coughlan 
in 1918, and following her death in 1930 he 
married Jessie Caton in 1936, Throughout the 
years he took an active part in practically every 
phase of the development of the district, being a 
member of the first council when the first four 
township local improvement districts were 
formed, and when the district school was bullt in 
1910 he was appointed secretary-treasurer of the 
district at a salary of $35. per year. He never 
turned to power farming, using horses con- 
tinuously after the era of the ox team had passed. 
For a number of years four black horses 
provided his favorite source of operational 
power. He also took great pride in his herd of 
Shorthorn cattle. In 1950, at 74 years of age, he 
received a Save the Soil scroll from the Alberta 
Department of Agriculture. The year 1956 
marked the 54th successive year that he had put 
up hay in the Diamond Valley district. 

He had a remarkable memory for names and 
dates and a keen sense of humor that is 
remembered by all those who knew him. His 
door was opened to everyone and he took part in 
every local activity. Throughout his life he en- 
joyed wonderful health. He had been having 
some of his field work done on a hired basis for 
two years, but he continued to keep his cattle and 
horses, until 1960, when he suffered a heart at- 
tack. He then sold his cattle and horses and 
rented the farm, on which, however, he con- 
tinued to live. As late as the fall of 1963 he helped 
to shovel grain. He died January 28, 1964, at the 
age of 87 years and is buried in the Diamond 
Valley cemetery. His widow resides in Valley 
Park Manor in Red Deer. 








‘THE CHARLIE VANHORN FAMILY (GAETZ) 
— by Dora Carlyle 

Charlie Vanhorn came to Gaetz district with 
his parents and brother William and sisters Eva, 








Reta and Winnie. They settled on a homestead 
one mile west and a quarter mile south of the 
present location of Gaetz school. He began work- 
ing as an elevator agent and worked in many 
locations. While working in Monitor he married 
Charlottie Boles of the Gaetz district, who was 
also one of the first class in Gaetz school. 

Charlottie had come from Oregon, U.S.A. 
with her parents in 1910 and lived on their 
homestead one mile west of Gaetz school. Dur- 
ing their stay at Monitor thelr first child, Giadys, 
was born in 1918. They spent three years at 
Kootuk, the C.P.R. siding south of Eckville, later 
moving to a home one mile west of Gaetz school. 
Here two more daughters were born, Jessie on 
December 26, 1924 and Laurine on December 21, 
1926, 

‘Their home burned and they decided to start 
farming on their own, buying a quarter section 
from Ressers, a half mile father west. Here they 
broke more iand, farming with horses. They 
built a new barn in 1937 and raised hogs, cattle, 
chickens, and shipped cream for many years. 

‘Their daughter Gladys passed away in June 
of 1933 and is buried in the Gaetz cemetery. On 
‘August 11, 1942 a son, Howard, was born. All of 
their children attended Gaetz school. 

Charlie was a school trustee for Gaetz school 
for many years and was also a member of the 
Evergreen Hall Board. When orchestras were 
brought in for special dances, the members of 
the band would board with the Vanhorns. 
Charlottie was an excellent cook and they en 
Joyed thelr stay with the Vanhorns. 

In 1953 they sold thelr farm and moved to 
Whitehorse, Yukon, buying a house on Ogalvie 
Street. Charlie worked as night watchman for 
United Keno Hill Mines for several years, also in 
the federal buildings and the old Edgewater 
Hotel. 

Charlottie died in January of 1963 and Charlie 
in December of 1963. Jessie was married to Joe 
Andre in 1943. Joe was In the air force and when 
he returned at the end of World War II they 
bought the old Moldet place. Here they had two 
sons, Leonard and David. They sold their farm 
and moved to Whitehorse in 1953, Here they had 
two daughters, Hope and Faith. They were later 
divorced and Jessie and the girls moved to 
British Columbia, David moved down a short 
while later, and is married and lives in 
Chilliwack. Leonard still lives in Whitehorse. 
Jessie married John Edgar in 1974 and lives on 
the King George Highway in Surrey, B.C. 

Laurine married Alfred (Bud) ‘McNeil in 
November. ‘They farmed Bud's father’s farm un- 
til 1951, then sold out and moved to Whitehorse, 
‘Yukon. 





VICK, EDGAR AND MARIE 

Robert Edgar Vick was born June 3, 1881 in 
Uley, Gloucester, England. At the age of seven 
he moved with his family to South Wales where 
his father was Head Carpenter for Lord Llangat- 








tock on the Hendric estate. Here Edgar appren- 
ticed to the carpentry trade, later being ap- 
pointed house carpenter. He worked as a 
carpenter for C. S. Rolls and Company. Charles 
Rolls was the son of Lord Llangattock. He also 
did a large amount of body work for modern cars 
(the Rolls-Royce). During the years between 
1904 and 1910 he worked at sea as ships’ 
carpenter. 

In April of 1910 he sailed for Canada, working 
for a short period in Manitoba. Homesteads were 
available in Alberta at $10 per quarter section, 
providing the homesteader would clear a certain 
amount of land, raise so much stock and stay at 
least six months of each year for three years on 
his claim. He could then receive title to the 
quarter. He took up a homestead on S.W. 9-37-4 
W5, ten and one-half miles south of the Withrow 
corner. He also worked for four years for 
Calgary Power on the Seebe Dam as a carpenter. 

In 1915 he went to England and joined the 
British army, serving in France, Iran and 
Arabia as Royal Engineer. In Febraury 1919 he 
returned to his homestead and took up a second 
homestead on S.E. 9-37-4-W5. Morley Beaver 
(Chief Walking Eagle) was a life long friend, 


having prospected for ofl in the west. This chief 
was the Indian who forecast our winter weather 
pattern so well until his death. 





aveling 4¥4 miles to Hazel Del 


In January, 1925 Edgar married Marie Louise 
Lecerf. She was born October 23, 1894 to Jules 
and Louise Lecerf in Lille, France. In 1902 the 
family arrived in Canada and lived in Lille, 
Frank and Blairmore, Alberta. Just after they 
arrived the tragic Frank slide took place. The 
family were at Lille and could hear it plainly. 
They went back to France in 1904, but returned to 
Alberta in 1906 and homesteaded the S.W. 24-36-4- 
W5 in the Raven district, travelling from In- 
nisfail by ox team. Marie Vick was a seamstress 
before her marriage. She was a member of the 


New Hill Ladies’ Club until she moved in 1956 to 
make her home in Sylvan Lake. She is a member 
of the Catholle Women’s League and a member 
of the Auxillaries. Edgar Vick passed away 
August 12, 1952. 
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‘The Vik family - 1951 


Edgar and Marie had a family of five 
children: Charlotte worked in Eckville for 
Sestrap and Company, in the Cafe and at the post 
office before her marriage in 1950 to Ross Davis 
of Butte, Alberta. They have four children, 
Brian, Wesley, Denise and Vickie. They live in 
Calgary where Ross is employed by Gulf Oll. 

Robert, who married Audrey Wells of Red 
Deer in 1956, lives on the family farm. He built a 
home on the'Southwest quarter and now owns all 
of section nine. They have seven children, 
Michael, Jolene, Pat, Gwen, David, Ken and 

anny. 

‘Lucy worked in the Imperial Bank of Canada 
in Eckville prior to her marriage to Lorne 
Nielsen in 1950. They have made their home in 
Benalto, Thelr children are Wendy, Brenda 
(Mrs. Peter Dawley, Prince George) Larry, 
‘Terry, Lesile, Loma, Dianne, Ralph, Glen and 

fe 

Agnes graduated as a registered nurse. She 
worked in the Eckville Hospital and still works 
there part time. She married Johnny Murdoch in 
1955 and lives in the Diamond Valley district. 
‘They have seven children Leanne, Barbara, 
Douglas, Gordon, Kevin, Heather and Robbie. 

Marie served in the Air Force for four years. 
While in France, in 1955, she was married to 
Robert Burns of Toronto. They have a family of 
six, Clifford, (a member of the R.C.M.P.), Ber- 
nice, Linda, Arlene, Norman and Karen. They 
are presently living in Mynarski Park where Bob 
is with the Canadian Forces in Namao. 


WOOF, WILLIAM 
William Woof was born at Gill Ferbank, 
Yorkshire on February 24, 1874, one of nine 














children born to Richard and Alice (Nelson) 
Woof. Richard's great grandfather had come 
from Norway and settled in England. William 
Woot’s mother, Alice, was Scandinavian, too. 

In 1900 he came to the United States to Iowa 
but the lure of homestead land in the Canadian 
west brought him to Calgary in the spring of 1901. 
He walked to Red Deer and stayed overnight ai 
the old immigration hall where he found a way to 
go with a land locator in a party that included 
Jack and Andy Murdock and Alex Stewart, of 
‘whom you will read elsewhere in this book. They 
were to inspect land across the Medicine River in 
the present Diamond Valley district. It was not 
yet surveyed so homesteads couldn't be recorded 
but assurance was given that If a house or shack 
were built on the land selected it would be their 
homestead as soon as the survey was completed, 
Bill Woof selected SW 2.28-3-W5 and walked back 
into Red Deer to get a job to pay for lumber for 
his shack. He also worked at breaking land with 
oxen, first on the George W. Smith farm 
southwest of town. 

Back at the homestead Louis Olson, who had 
homesteaded on section 10, usually went by team 
and wagon to get their mail at the Markerville 
post office and utilized these trips to obtain their 
meat supply in the form of prairie chicken. Being 
a crack shot, Bill Woof was usually com: 
missioned to do the shooting for the party. 

In 1905 he went to British Columbia and spent 
a lot of time working there but had to get back to 
Alberta to claim his homestead. His first crop of 
45 acres yielded 25 bushels to the acre. Lacking 
horses or oxen, he made a deal with Oswald 
Forhan to have the use of his team of oxen in con- 
sideration of one day's work for Mr. Forhan for 
every day the oxen were used. Later he traded 
Gus Dahlgren a wagon for a team of oxen and he 
bought two other oxen at a sale east of Evarts. 
Breaking and discing with them became his 
main source of income, breaking as much as 
three acres a day. His was one of five ox teams 
breaking land on section 31 for Donald Smith — 
ut he sold his oxen after that. 

‘Then he got another contract to clear and 
break 40 acres for Sam Smith on land adjoining 
the Diamond Valley school. For this he bought 
three huge oxen, a plow and a wagon for $325 
from Alex Thompson of Leslieville — Alex 
‘Thompson and George Bailey were Leslieville’s 
earliest settlers (1903). After completing the con- 
tract he broke 12 acres for Sam Braton on section 
9 and the amount of the purchase price was fully 
recovered when he sold the oxen to a cattle 
buyer. 

In 1912 he was married at Evarts to Mary Eva 
Foster who was, born at Seberem, Cumberland, 
England in 1887 and came to Lacombe district in 
1911. In 1913 Bill Woof did more breaking at 








Ferrier west of Rocky Mountain House with 
three oxen and a Cockshutt sulky plow he bought 
from Ed Mannerfelat. With these he had to cross 
the Saskatchewan river west of Rocky Mountain 
House by ferry. At this job, he worked three 
three-hour shifts with an hours rest in between, 
as the weather was hot and sultry. The current 
rate for breaking at that time was $10 per acre. 

By now they had a family of two sons; 
Richard born in August, 1913 and Robert Foster 
born in 1918. They decided to leave the 
homestead and in 1921 they moved to Kelowna, 
B.C. A daughter Rooney Alice was born to them 
in September, 1922 

After varied experiences in British Columbia 
they returned to Alberta and purchased a farm 
in the Poplar Ridge district, five miles west of 
Red Deer, together with machinery and cattle, 
onto which he moved in 1923. Later he purchased 
some school land and when his sons were able to 
farm on their own they obtained land on section 
nr. 

‘The year 1951 was one of tragedy. On April 8 
Mrs. Woof, who had been an active community 
worker and took a keen interest in local affairs, 
ied at the age of 63. On December 25 death 
claimed the younger son Robert at the age of 33 
‘The elder son Richard moved to Ohaton, Alberta 
and Bill took over his son's land. So much land 
required a tractor and although all his ex- 
perience had been with oxen and horses, he 
gamely went ahead at 80 years of age to master 
the knack of operating a tractor, and he Kept on 
at farming over a span of almost 10 years. 

In 1963 he retired, eventually selling his land 
to Bob Edgar. In 1967 he moved in to ted Deer 
where he enjoyed keeping house for himself and, 
having an active mind, took an interest in 
public and political affairs and regularly 
attended meetings of the Central Alberta Old 
‘Timers’ Association 

His son Richard and his wife Pauline are far- 
ming at Ohaton. They have two sons; Billy who is 
married to Betty Benz of Caroline. Bill works for 
Kipp Scott in Red Deer. Their second son, Eddie 
is married to Simone Correveau and they live at 
Stoney Plain, 

Rooney Alice was married to George Chris. 
tian who was engaged in the electronics business 
in Vancouver, B.C. and they had four daughters; 
Jean (Mrs. Jerry Keeley) of Edmonton, Shirley 
(Mrs. Lioyd Hamilton), Marie (Mrs. Joe Lange- 
vin), and Jerry Ann (Mrs. N. Hansen) all of Red 
Deer. Roonie passed away June 20, 1973 

Mrs. William Woof and her son Robert Foster 
are both buried in the Red Deer cemetery. Bill 
Woot passed away in September, 1969. 

‘The original homestead in the Diamond 
Valley district was owned by John Craig and was 
recently purchased by Laurence Murphy. 
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Bil, Arved and Charles Thotkman and hired man with horses, 
926. 
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Harry Medin and August Christiansen 





Frank Johnsman and Link Boyer road-bullding past their farms 
Jim Wingate ready forthe field inthe 1940's sn 985, 





Modern haying equipment. 








‘Fred and Alfred Molander with Wallis tractor - 193, Front view of Brush Hos. 
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Estonian 


BARDENHAGEN, CARSON AND GUNHILD 
Before coming to Lacombe, Carson and 
Gunhild Bardenhagen farmed in Michigan, near 
the Great Lakes, with their family of nine 
children, namely’ Carson, Lena, Jack, Eric, 
Sena, Henry (Hank), Ole, Fred and Anna. 

When they decided to come to Canada, Car- 
son, Frank Prause (a close friend) and Carson 
Jr, came first to find a place to live. They bought 
‘a boarding house in Lacombe, then sent for the 
rest of the family. 

‘Where they lived in Michigan, they had never 
seen a gopher so, of course, it was quite a novelty 
when the train stopped on the prairie to get out 
and chase after gophers. Eric almost got too far 
before he realized the train was moving on and 
he really had to run just managing to catch the 
last car as it went by. 

In 1907, they sold the boarding house and filed 
on a homestead, site unseen, in the Gilby area. 
‘This was the NW 18-40-R-W3. When they drove 
their team and buggy out to have a look at thelr 
new farm they found most of it under water. 
‘They built a small log cabin in which they lived 
while they were building the big frame house 
with a rock foundation. 

‘The oldest boy, Carson, worked at various 
jobs, eventually married Alma Maddox and with 
thei only child, a daughter, Evelyn, finally 
settled in the Gilby area where they farmed for 
many years before retiring to Eckville where 
they lived until their passing. 

Daughter, Lena, married Ben Hicks and 
made Bentley her home. 

‘Jack was an accomplished pool player and 
won many tournaments, He became a barber 
and made his home in North Dakota, where he 
married a school teacher, Bertha Bjorke. 

Henry, his wife Annie, and their children 
Elva, Elmer and Francis (Pommie) lived in 
Eckville for a few years. Hank worked in the 
Eckville Hotel as a bartender. 

Sena married Fred Kraft and Eric married 
Linda Matteus. Ole married Helen Johnson. 

Fred started his education in a country school 
near Lacombe and continued it in the Medicine 
Valley school when his folks moved to the 
homestead. While still in Lacombe, his dad in- 
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vented a brush cutter, pulled by a team of oxen 
and later by horses and went around cutting 
brush for the settlers. Fred and Ole followed the 
cutter, throwing the brush into long windrows 
which later were burned. 

Working with oxen was very slow. The only 
time the oxen got any speed on was during fly 
time when they would throw up thelr tails and 
take off at full speed for the nearest shelter, with 
whatever they happened to be hitched to. 

Fred left the farm when still in his teens and 
went to work as a cowboy on the Anchor P (P) 
Ranch in Southern Alberta. There he learned to 
handle horses so when he came back home he 
broke many horses for the neighbors, some to 
harness and some to ride. He also worked on a 
farm in Cayley for a Mr. Keller. When his father 
passed away in 1922, Fred came home and took 
over the farm. He’ was always interested in 
sports and played in the Gilby baseball team as 
well as Eckville. In foot racing, he was seldom 
beaten, Singing was another of Fred’s favorite 
pastimes and he always helped out with the 
entertainment at all the social functions. He was 
also very fond of dancing and never missed any, 
riding to them on his favorite pony, Diamond. 

Tn 1933, he married Mary Raabis and two 
years later their son, Arthur, was born. Maxine 
‘came along nearly two years after that. 

Work was hard, as they had no modern con- 
veniences and money was scarce but it was fun 
working together whether out in the field cutting 
grain and stooking or at home feeding pigs and 
chickens and milking cows. The first year the 
laundry was done in a tub of water on’a scrub- 
board, with home-made soap. The white clothes 
were then boiled and, believe me, they were 
white when done. We needed no bleaches. 

‘When Fred presented his wife with her first 
manually operated washing machine, Mary was 
really happy. No more back-ache from bending 
long hours over the scrub-board and no more raw 
fingers. And it even had a hand wringer on it. 
‘A few years later, this was replaced with a 
machine which was operated by a gas motor and 
washing clothes was a breeze from then on. 

In 1945 the second son, Dennis, was born and a 
year and half later, a daughter, Gail. When Gail 








Fred and Mary Bardenhagen 


was about six years old, Fred and Mary sold the 
farm to their new neighbors, Roy and Bernice 
Leach, and moved into Eckville where Fred 
‘went to work as janitor and maintenance man in 
the Eckville Hotel then under the management 
of Bill and Bertha Marsh, Mary was offered the 
job of cooking in the Co-op lunch counter and 
remained there for fifteen years before retiring. 
Fred worked in the hotel for about ten years 
when, due to his health, he was forced to give It 
up. Fred passed away’ suddenly in November, 
1975, and was buried in the Gilby Cemetery. 

‘Mary then went to work in the Manor House in 
Eckville which opened for business in February, 
1976, but retired about a year and a half later. 

‘Their son, Arthur, went to the Estonian school 
until it was closed when all the children were 
bussed to Eckville. When he graduated, he went 
to work in the Eckville creamery as bookkeeper 
ut eventually ended up as manager of the 
butcher shop in the Co-op store. He married 
Shirley Gant and to this union four children were 
born: Conley, Jody and the twins, Tracey and 
‘Troy. At present, Arthur is a meat cutter at 
Safeways in Edmonton and Shirley works in a 
Korean restaurant. 

Maxine married Paul Stephenson and had 
five children, Charlene, Ricky, Randy 
(deceased), Teresa and Michael. They are at 
present living in Red Deer. 

Dennis is living in Veteran. 

Gall married Ron Bruns and lived for a time 
in Fort St. John, then Smithers and finally 
moved back to Eckville, though Ron is still flying. 
in Northern B.C. 


JIM AND JOHANNAH BLADES AT THE 
GILBY STORE—by Jim and Johannah Blades 
‘We bought the store in June, 1965 and as we 





became acquainted with the people of the com: 
munity we enjoyed meeting them and doing 
business with them. We lived there for nine 
years, selling out In June 1974. We regretted 
ieaving the community, but had to sell because 
of Mr, Blades’ health. 


DEKKER, JOHN AND SUSANNA 

Mr. and Mrs. John Dekker came to the Esto- 
nian district in 1905 from their home near the line 
between North and South Dakota. 

Mr. Dekker and four sons arrived in mid- 
summer looking for land. Mr. Dekker, to the best 
of my knowledge, filed on 14-40-3:W5. Two of his 
sons, Henry and Edward, found land to their lik- 
ing in the Leslieville district and Christian filed 
on a quarter section five miles west of where 
Gilby store is today. 

Father and sons then returned to the Dakotas 
and brought back their cattle, chickens and 
various farm implements and tools needed to 
bring their land into production, 

Mrs. Dekker and their two daughters, Susan- 
na and Annie, arrived in Lacombe in December 
of the same year. One son, John, stayed in the 
United States to finish his education. 

Soon after their arrival, they suffered the loss 
of their son, Christian. He died of pneumonia. 
‘There was very little medical help available and 
very few drugs around to combat that ailment in 
those days. Christian was buried in the Bentley 
Cemetery, with Mr. Layton officiating, on 
Christmas Day 190% 

‘The winter of 1905-1906 was certainly a long, 
cold and difficult one for the Dekker family. 
‘They certainly appreciated and never forgot the 
kindness of the other pioneers living around 
them, 

Mr. Dekker and son, Edward, helped build 
the Estonian School and to the best of Susanna’s 
memory a Mr. George Martin was the first 
teacher. Both Susanna and Annie attended this 
school. 

‘The Dekker family left the Estonlan district 
in 1915 and moved to Christian's homestead in 
the Medicine Valley district. They stayed only a 
short while and then, with the exception of 
Susanna, moved back to the United States. Mr. 
and Mrs. Dekker and Annie left first, in 1916, and 
the sons left soon after. 

Susanna Dekker married Marlee Gant, a 
widower with one child, in 1916. They lived on the 
Gant homestead which was four and one half 
tlles west of the Gilby store. While on this farm, 
one daughter was born and a few months later 
their house and barn went up in flames. They es- 
caped the flames and saved only a few clothes 
and a small lamp. People smiled at them for 
carrying a lamp into the flame lit night, but 
Susanna has often said “That little lamp was the 
only light in the darkness for them for quite 
awhile”. The Ioss of warm bulldings was a 
Greadfui hardship in those early years. 

Susanna, her husband, and the two small girls 




















































then moved on to the Christian Dekker 
homestead which they had purchased when the 
Dekker family left in 1916. Four sons and two 
more daughters were born on this farm. Susanna 
and Marlee lived on this place until 1947. They 
bought a rooming house In Red Deer and lived 
there for fourteen years after which time they 
retired to a home ini Blacktalds for eleven years. 
‘They both entered Valley Park Manor in Red 
Deer in 1972. One son, Jessie John, passed away 
in 1923, 

‘Susanna and Marlee celebrated their sixtieth 
wedding anniversary on May 12, 1976, at Valley 
Park Manor with many of their family and 
friends around them. It was a very happy occa- 
sion. 

‘Marlee Gant passed away in July, 1976, at the 
age of 96 years. Susanna still resides in the 
‘Manor where she has made many friends. She 
still loves to reminisce about the hardships and 
happiness of homestead days. 





ESTONIAN DISTRICT SEWING CIRCLES — by 
‘Audrey Ponto 

It was in the winter of 1937 that Aune 
Parkkari; made the suggestion to a few neighbor 
ladies gathered at a “wood sawing” that we 
meet at one of our homes every two weeks. The 
idea appealed to us as times were hard and there 
was very little in the way of entertainment in the 
communtiy. Since we were mostly busy mothers 
with small children, we took patching, knitting, 
ete., along so we would not feel our time was be- 
ing wasted. 

‘The first meeting was at Irene Palm's with 
about half a dozen ladies present. We decided at 
that time to have two rules: one was that we use 


‘Estonian Pioneers Float inthe Eckyile Parade, 


first names and the other — no gossiping. 
Perhaps it is because of the latter rule that we 
have all got on so well. 

I believe that the second meeting was at 
Hulda Westers. A group of us drove up there with 
a team and sleigh, quite unaware that Mary 
Psikla was walking a short distance behind us. 
She arrived about an hour later, having walked 
the whole distance of about five miles. Those 
were the days when men were men — or, rather, 
when women were women! Isuspect that most of 
us would rather miss a meeting than to walk five 
miles to attend, but it goes to show what 
fellowship meant to us in those days. 

Ethel Mathews was a member of our group. 
She was a great walker. She walked to most of 
the meetings during those first years and was 
later joined by Lila Kingsep. Ethel had a great 
appetite, but no figure problems — perhaps 
because of the vast amount of exercise that she 
got. No more circles were held that year. 

Since then we have had sewing circles every 
year with the exception of one when, for some 
Teason, we never got them started. During the 
winter’ of 1976-1977 there were no meetings, 
either. It seemed as though the ladies were 
becoming involved in so many activities — curl- 
ing, and the very successful Handicraft Guild in 
Eckville, to mention only two — that there was 
no time available for the sewing circle. 

During the forty years there have been many 
changes in the community. Estonian school, 
where our children got most of their education, is 
gone. We have bade farewell to old neighbors 
and have welcomed new ones. Our homes have 
been touched by births, deaths, and marriages. 
We have shared laughter and tears, and still the 


Sewing Circle met, and we are closer friends 
because of our association through the Circle, 

We have had contests, exchanged recipes, 
and during one winter we took a first aid course 
under the able guidance of Edith Brooker. We 
also have spent time cutting mat rags, making 
baby quilts, and carding wool. 

Because we always took our sewing along, we 
just started calling our meetings the ‘‘Sewing 
Circle”, but the sight of Aune’s little truck with 
cab and back filled to capacity and all of us talk- 
Ing and laughing started some of our more imag- 
inative husands to referring to our meetings as 
“hen parties.” 

‘There must have been a strong bond of 
friendship formed, as we have travelled to 
Rimbey, Condor, and Sylvan Lake to meet at the 
homes of members who have moved away from 
our district. Looking back, I can count close to 
fifty ladies who attended these meetings 
‘throughout the years, and those who have moved 
away are scattered from Fort Saskatchewan to 
Nebraska, U.S.A. 





ESTONIAN SCHOOL NO. 1760 

At the turn of the century immigrants from 
Europe poured into Canada. Many made the 
decision to locate north of Eckville In Medicine 
Valley, as it Is now called. Estonians primarily, 
a few Finnish, and a couple of Scandinavians 
settled in what became in the next decade, the 
Estonian School District. Only a few of these im- 
migrants spoke a bit of English and to these, the 
non-English speaking turned for interpretation 
of Canadian laws. Reallzing the necessity of 
learning the national tongue of Canada, they 
realized that It was necessary to build schools, 
halls, etc., and to this end community spirit in 
the fullest was displayed. 

In their urgency to progress, a suitable site 
for a school was selected, as centrally located as 
possible. Rough boundaries were drafted and the 
Estonian School District emerged in 1910. The 
board members were local farmers who set a 
minimum mill rate, collected taxes, hired the 
teacher and kept a supply of wood at the school. 
‘The Estonian School site was located on an 
acreage In the north-east corner of 10-40-3.W5 
(Carl Langer's property). 





Estonian School in 1922 with Miss enedtson teacher. 















In an account written by Mrs. Anna Tipman, 
an early teacher at the Estonian School, the 
school, built in 1910 from lumber hauled by local 
pioneers from mills many miles away, is 
described in detail. This building served the hun- 
dreds of pupils exceedingly well for the next 35 
years, at which time progressive-minded 
farmers considered it appropriate to provide a 
modern facility. 

By 1945 school affairs were administered by 
the Rocky Mountain School Division. Our council 
representative, John Hillman of Evarts, was ap- 
proached and his cooperation was readily ob- 
tained to proceed with the construction of a new 
school building. The Division would provide 
materials, a chief carpenter (Karl Soderlund, 
assisted by Mike Rauman), but volunteer help 
from farmers would be necessary to assist in the 
building project. 
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Volunteer labor in building the Estonian School and Teacherage 
in 1988, 


‘There was no modern gymnasium in those 
days. Exerelse, so vital to good health, was ob- 
tained by walking or riding great distances to 
school. Even extremely harsh winters did not 





deter excellent attendance. There was no indoor 
washroom but two toilets in far corners of the 
schoolyard served the purpose adequately. 
‘There were no organized games, discipline was 
strictly enforced, although many of the students 
were much bigger and taller than the teacher. 
‘The language barrier among children was quick- 
ly negated, although the accent of their national 
language remained. Education was of primary 
importance to everyone attending the rural 
school. 

Of great interest, one teacher, Mr. Duncan 
Layton, age 94, a resident of Valley Park Manor 
in Red Deer, when visited, recounted his 
memories of the year 1914-1915 when he was a 
teacher at the Estonian School. He had a class of 
52 children, grades I to VIII. He lived in a small 
shack a mile north of the school on the Gary 
Pederson land, presently the Paul Langer farm, 

In conversation with Mrs. Ena Kinna of 
Sylvan Lake she revealed her husband, Ernest, 
acquired his first “tailored” suit of clothes in his 
nine years of life — this being tailored by Mrs. 
Layton’s capable hands — the suit in red, a Santa 
Claus sult, for the Christmas program. ‘The An- 
drew School teacher, Mr. Layton’s sister-in-law 
joined her school with’ the Estonian for the 
summer picnic. Of great pride to Mr. Layton was 
the fact that six of his early students became 
professionals; one even became a doctor. The six 
he mentioned were Oie (Agnes) Kingsep, August 
Matthews, Anna Posti (Tipman), Otto Kingsep, 
Salme Raabis and Leyda Sestrap. 

Olga Posti (Mrs. Alex Mottus) served as 
janitor for a time. Salary? Twenty-five cents per 
‘day — when she could collect! The trustees con- 
sidered “women were to work for nothing.” 
When a lady teacher was at the school the boys 
obliged, whenever possible, in starting the fire! 

Early students were the Postis, Langers, 
Matthews, Moros, Raabis’, Pihoojas, Moos, 
Deckers, Stenvigs, Langfords, Wuoris, 
Heikkilas. 

The intellectuals of the community in the ear- 
ly years were the teachers. They were respected, 
treated with courtesy and admiration. For: 
tunately, a full slate of teachers was made 
available for this narrative. I shall try to name 
them in the order of the earliest to the latest, 
with the comment that, due to the rigors of 
homestead life, males predominated in the list. 
‘The list follows: Messers. Layton, Smith, Logan, 
Egen, J. M. McDonald, Priestly, Hughes, 
August Matthews, Lowry, Irwin, Little. Lady 
teachers were: Minnie Kinna, Helen Christie, 
Anna Posti, Miss Gudmanson, Miss 
Benedictson. 

In the 1930's to 1940's Messrs. Edward Tip- 
man, George Findlay and Ansley taught. Then 
lady teachers followed — Barbara Athey, Miss 
Rogers, Miss Aarsby, Barker, Jean Kenworthy, 
Ruth Wright, Isabel Lesher, Mrs. Lucy Nelson, 
Elma Jackson and Mrs. Hanson. 

Parents recognized the lack of musical ap- 
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preciation in the school, so volunteers scoured 
the district with raffle tickets to raise money for 
the gramophone and a piano. The Gilbertson 
family owned a lovely piano. They agreed to sell 
it to the Estonian School for one hundred dollars, 
with the provision that it remain for the sole use 
of the Estonian community forever. Unfor- 
tunately, upon dismantling the contents of the 
new school before transporting it to Eckville, the 
piano disappeared. This was a great loss to the 
community, as it was a remembrance of the 
Gilbertson’ family, a pioneer family who 
remained with us for a long time. 

‘The Rocky Mountain School Division, at a 
crucial point in attendance (55 pupils and one 
teacher in charge) transferred grades seven and 
eight to Eckville, providing transportation for 
them by bus. In promoting centralization as the 
new approach to modernizing education, in- 
volving bussing, a teacher per grade, indoor 
physical education, etc., the Estonian School — 
the ultimate community project — was hauled to 

‘kville where it serves to this day as a Home 
Economics room. Mr. Hillman took careful 
charge of all records, turning them over to the 
County of Lacombe. 

In 1961 Lacombe became County No. 14 and 
assumed the direction of education and 
municipal affairs within the confines of an 
enlarged boundary and the new title ‘County of 
Lacombe No. 14.” In the transfer all records of 
the early history of the Estonian School District 
were destroyed. Only memories of the few 
remaining senior citizens can supply details of 
those early years. 

‘The original site of the Estonian School 
reverted to the Langer Brothers property. Of 
particular interest and pride, the original Esto- 
nian School District has produced a great 
number of professionals among the pupils of the 
1940's and 1950's. A total of 68 years of University 
plus technical graduates, is presumed to be a 
record for a rural Alberta district. 

Information of pranks at school, even in those 
early years is gradually leaking’ out. Playing 
hookey was not unusual — boys not especially 
academic took a day off now and then, returning 
home at the usual time in the evening. Two lads 
even bullt a raft, stored eggs from the henhouse 
and other obtainable food aboard and shoved off 
down Medicine River for points south, only to get 
fouled up in a fish net strung across the river, up- 
set, and lost all of their supplies — adventure 
thwarted! 

‘The girls in summer often took their lunch to 
eat outside the schoolyard to a creek bank In the 
shade of trees. One day the boys found a snake, 
cut it into pieces, and chased the girls at max: 
imum speed, while yelling and screaming, 
toward the school. 

Another episode netted a young scholar a 
strapping. The girls made a ball of rag strips 
with which to play Anti-I-Over. This little boy 
caught the ball and ran, victorious, to the base- 











Tug of War atthe Estonian Hall 


‘Mid-summer picnic at the Estonian Hall 











ball diamond. The girls tattled and the teacher 
ordered the boy inside. Not understanding 
English, he answered “Yes” and ‘'No” in turn, 
He says he must have sald “‘yes” at the wrong 
time, as he got a sound strapping. 


‘THE GILBERTSONS 

‘Mr. Martin Nathan Gilbertson entered the 
United States from Norway with his parents, as a 
very young child. They settled in Minot, North 
Dakota, where he received his early education. 
He later entered a college where he studied 
architecture and accounting. To help finance his 
education he taught English to new immigrants 
in the same school in which he took his training 
and many stories were told of his experiences. 
He used different poems to teach the “TH” 
sound, poems in which, in later years, are 
recalled as having been’an amusement to his 
then young family. On behalf of Martin and for 
the benefit of the new immigrants of today, T 
enter one particular poem which remains with 
me still. It will be added as a footnote to this 
history. 

Martin later moved to Duluth, Minnesota, 
where he operated a building ‘contracting 
business. In 1901 he met and married Bertha 
White, who was born in Northwood, Towa and 
who, for some time, operated a dress-making 
business with one of her three sisters. 

In 1908 they came to Canada and Martin, his, 
young wife Bertha and infant daughter named 
‘Myrtle, arrived in Alberta. They settled in Red 
Deer where they planned to start a butcher shop 
or some form of a merchandising business, but 
after inquiring about land they decided to buy a 
half section seven miles north of Eckville 

‘The first dwelling was built in the large grove 
at the north end of the homestead, where they 
lived about two years. During that time a second 
daughter, Cora, was born to them. 

About that time Martin’s father and brother 
Olaf arrived from Minnesota and filed on a 
homestead joining Martin's to the north, which is 
now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Paul Langer. Martin 
and Olaf's father (his first name I cannot recall) 
lived there until his death and his remains were 
buried in the Sunset cemetery. 

‘Martin and Olaf built the Gilby store and Olat 
operated it as a grocery store for a few years. 
‘Thus the Gilby store and district is named after 
the Gilbertson family. 

‘When the homestead was cleared enough to 
make the claim valid Mr. and Mrs. Gilbertson 
moved to Everett, Washington, U.S.A. where 
Mr. Gilbertson again engaged in the contracting 
business and also worked as a bookkeeper for the 
Hyde Wholesale Company. In 1910 they moved to 
Pitt Lake where they started a general store 
which they operated well into the First Great 
War period. Mr. Gilbertson was given a choice 
between leaving his wife and family (which, by 
now, included twin daughters, Pearl and Ruby) 





to join the army or return to Canada to the 
homestead. 

Since Mrs. Gilbertson was suffering from 
asthma in a very severe way and the coast 
climate was unsuitable for her, they decided to 
return to Alberta to resume the improving of the 
homestead. 

‘They returned to Alberta in the latter part of 
1917. They lived with Olaf Gilbertson until a 
‘small frame house was bullt across the road 
from the Estonian hall. They later built a more 
permanent home where they lived for about 15 
years. Martin worked hard to organize the 
farmers in plans of co-operation to protect 
farmers, as a whole, and improve the market 
price of farm produce. He organized the hog 
pool, and helped to establish the wheat pool. He 
valued the help of fine people such as Alf 
‘Thubron and Alfred Harstad. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Gilbertson sold the farm in the 
year of 1942, to Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Matisen, 
and retired at Salmon Arm, B.C. They bought a 
comfortable home looking over Shuswap Lake, 
where they enjoyed growing different varieties 
of fruit and berries. 


Tees 





Mr. and Mars, Marin Gilbertson. 


‘Martin Gilbertson passed away in Kamloops 
in 1946, at the age of 74 years. His body was 
returned to Salmon Arm for burial. 

‘Mrs, Gilbertson lived with her daughter Myr- 
tle McClurg at Salmon Arm, B.C., and later 
moved to Vernon, where she passed away in 1971 








at the age of 95 years. Her body was returned to 
Salmon Arm and placed to rest in the Mount Ida 
Cemetery beside that of her beloved husband. 
Footnote: 

A lasting tribute could be allowed Mr. Martin 
Gilbertson for his tireless efforts to assist new 
immigrants in the mastering of the English 
language, for the poem which follows Is one of 
which he used 85 years ago, and which may be of 
benefit to new immigrants of today. 

‘To the composer (because I do not know his 
name) I apologize. 

Theofulus, the unsuccessful thistle sifter 
Who sifted a sieve full of unsifted thistles 
‘Thrust three thousand thistles 

Through the thick of the thumb. 

See then that thou, when thou sift a sieve, 
Full of unsifted thistles, 

‘Thrust not three thousand thistles 
‘Through the thick of thy thumb. 


GILBY CEMETERY 

In 1903 many pioneers homesteaded north of 
Eckville. Along with hardships of daily toll there 
occurred the death of a neighbor or relative. Ina 
new country a cemetery was often a distance 
away—and It became apparent a site for a 
cemetery was a necessity in the vicinity. One 
such was located on the Chas. Raabis farm NE 
17-40-3-W5 and was named the Gilby Cemetery 
and registered in 1903, 

‘The first burial was Christopher Kingsep 
(father of Henry Kingsep). Only some seven - 
eight burials took place there. The cemetery has 
fallen into disrepair. Then the Gilby Kalmu 
cemetery originated and was used exclusively. 


GILBY HALL. 

‘The Gilby U.F.A. who had been meeting in the 
hall above the store owned by Shorrock Bros, 
decided to build a community hall, The first 
committee consisted of Frank Lawton president, 
Oscar Thubron vice-president and possibly Hugo 
Mottus as chairman. 

Land was donated by Oscar Thubron. A fee of 
one dollar was paid to make it legal. Work 
started in the spring of 1921 with volunteer 
labour. By July it was finished in time for the ple- 
nic and dance. 

‘The only wedding ceremony and first wed- 
ding dance was for “Henry Pallo and Salme 
Kingsep” 











Bailing the Gilby Hall in 192 
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A plano was bought from Mrs. Hobson of 
Leedale. Mr. and Mrs, Crane donated a colt to be 
raffled. She also played the plano in 1921, 

‘The hall was heated by two wood-burning 
heaters that usually smoked. The Thubrons were 
very faithful all through the years to start fires. 

‘Music was supplied by Carl Koots’ violin and 
Mrs. Thubron on the piano. They got $5 each. 
Later, Mrs. Gordon Jacobs, whose family had 
taken over the store, also played. At one time the 
Burr Bros. played Hawaiian guitars. 

About 1923, Matthew Bros. showed silent 
films. 

In 1927, a kitchen and ladies’ coat room was 
built, a nice help for the ladies. 

‘The men paid 50 cent admission. Ladies were 
free, but were expected to bring lunch which was 
free until later years. A box or welght socal was 
held to raise funds. 

‘The hall has been used for Sunday School and 
church services, funerals, 4-H gatherings, 
political meetings, anniversaries, bridal 
showers, wedding dances and farewell parties. 

Power was put in in 1951; a new floor the 
same year. 

It had been Mrs. Laura (Westergard) 
Whidden’s wish that the hall be reshingled and 
painted in 1971. After she passed away, Mr. 
Whidden arranged to have It done. He also 
supplied paint for the inside and had the celling 




















Gilby Ball Team at Gilby. Back: Waldo Raabis, 7, George 
Findlay, Homer Isuacion, Fed Bardeahagen. Fron Cari Raab, 
(Ole Bardenhagea, Carl John Raab. 








painted. The propane furnace was installed in 
1972; replaced by gas overhead heaters in 1976. 
‘Then the present board worked very hard im: 
proving the inside, putting carpet on the 
benches, making moveable small round tables, 
so handy for any occasion. 

Cabarets are held twice a year, and a Christ 
mas program and treats each year. 


GILBY (KALMU) CEMETERY 

Pioneers at the turn of the century had many 
problems to contend with. Not only did they enter 
a new country to find a new loc hich to 
settle, to build a home and provide a living, but 
they had to provide a resting place for those who 
did not survive. In the Gilby district, pioneers of 
Estonian origin met on June 13, 1914 and 
organized the Kalmu Cemetery Company with 
John Turner as president, correspondent, Fritz 
Kinna, and Mike Sestrap as treasurer. 

‘Those present at the organization were: John 
‘Turner, Mart Sestrap, Hugo and Oscar Motus, 
Henry and John Kinna, Paul and Karl Langer, 
Mike Sestrap, P. Perler, A. Pithoja and Fritz 
Kina 

John Turner donated the present acreage 
from his land for the cemetery. For finances, the 
meeting agreed to sell 60 shares at $8 per share 
for a plot. If anyone was unable to pay for the 
desired plot a note for 30 days was to be 
accepted. Stipulations were that all graves were 
to be mounded, a cross erected and the plot to be 
kept in a tidy condition. 

‘Oscar Motus agreed to bulld and erect a huge 
cross, 10 feet high, painted black, to be placed 
centraily. This cross survived for many years. 
Mr. Mottus received $3.50 for his efforts. 

Mart Sestrap was asked to build and erect a 
tool box, six by three by two, painted, with 
hinged lid and provided with a lock. For this he 
recelved $2. He also was asked to provide 100 
tamarack stakes for markers. 

Dan Clausen succeeded Mike Sestrap as 
treasurer for a salary of $5 per year plus 50 cents 
for each plot issued. 

‘he salary in 1930 was increased to $10 plus $1 
for each plot. At present this has increased to $25 
plus $10 for each plot issued. Volunteers for the 
past years have held a clean-up day every year 
with good results, but markers on all graves 
could enhance the appearance. A few years ago a 
pump was installed and with good fortune the 
Alberta Government gave us a grant towards 
improvements. Again with volunteer effort, a 
new fence was erected, white posts with green 
wire, two new gates and finally, a large sign — 
Gilby (Kalmu) Cemetery. At a meeting it was 
decided that the cemetery be named "Gilby 
(Kalmu)”’ to retain the original name. Inciden- 
tally, Kalmu Is a grave, a “resting place” in 
Estonian, so it was decided to retain this in the 
sign, as’ Estonlans organized the cemetery, 
primarily 

By the end of 1977, 231 bodies have been in- 
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terred in the Gilby (Kalmu) Cemetery. Mrs. 
Perler was the first pioneer to be buried there, 
‘The present secretary is Walter Andrew. 


GILBY LADIES’ CLUB 

‘The first meeting of what was to become the 
Gilby Ladies’ Club was held at the home of Mrs, 
Frank (Ava) McTighe (Saunders), during the 
winter months of 1938 (may have been 1939). At 
this time it was a get-together for a few hands of 
cards and a social afternoon, ending with a sim- 
ple lunch and coffee. Ladies present were the 
hostess, Mrs. McTighe, Mrs. Tim (Ethel) Sam 
brook, Mrs. Bill (Alice) Andrew, Mrs. Oscar 
(Agnes) Thubron, Mrs. Frank (Clara) Andrew, 
‘Mrs. Clarence (Kathy) Ferguson, Mrs. H. (Bea) 
Carroil and Mrs. Sid Jeffrey. Meetings were held 
in the homes of the ladies with lunch provided by 
the hostess. 

‘As no records were kept, It Is Impossible to 
state exactly when the Club was formed, but it Is. 
believed to have been 1940. It was felt that more 
could be accomplished as a Club. 

Over the years, the majority of the ladies in 
the district became members, each contributing 
in her own way to the success of the Club. Most 
held office in some capacity or served on com- 
mittees. Meetings were held alphabetically from 
homes and most brought their pre-school 
children, which resulted in a very lively after- 
noon, as there were from 18 to 20 members. As no 
snowplowing was done in the winter, many of the 
men drove their wives using sleighs and horses, 
especially when roads were drifted or blocked. 
‘This changed as time went on. 

After the business meeting, card tables were 
set up and the remainder of the afternoon was 
spent playing whist and visiting. Lunch was 
served by the hostess to end a pieasant after- 
noon. 

‘Many worthwhile causes were supported over 
the years. Funds were raised by various means 
— holding dances, serving lunches at farm sales 
and fleld days, catering to wedding receptions, 
bazaars, raffles, amateur nights and dances, 
members teas, etc. 

‘Some of the causes that were alded annually 
were: The Red Cross, Cancer Fund, Easter Seals 
Fund, T.B. Christmas Seals, Heart Fund, 
Crippied Children's Fund, Canadian March of 
Dimes (Polio Fund). Contributions were also 
sent to Manitoba Flood Relief Fund, Springhill 
Disaster Fund and European Flood Fund. 

Benefits were sometimes held for unfortunate 
ones in the area, including a Benefit Dance for 
the Eckville Arena Fund. 

In 1945, funds were raised to furnish a ward in 
the new local hospital. Contributions were con- 
tinued over the years and hospital sewing was 
done from time to time. 

‘When children were being bussed to Eckville, 
resulting in the closing of the Andrews’ School, 
the Club organized and financed the Annual 
Christmas Party held in the Gilby Hall. 














Citby Ladies’ Club about 1984, 


In September, 1954 the Charter Members of 
the Club were honored at a meeting held at the 
home of Mrs. John (Connie) Huseby. Each of the 
eight ladies received a corsage and an honorary 
membership. Business was dispensed with and 
everyone enjoyed a social afternoon, 

In 1955 a Jubilee float was entered in 
Eckvilie’s first parade. 

‘Many enjoyable events were held by the Club 
and their families. Perhaps, the most enjoyed 
was the Annual Picnic in July, usually held at 
Gull Lake, but also at Crimson Lake and one 
year at Gilby’s picnic area. 

Occasionally a turkey supper was held at a 
member's home. Whist tournaments were 
organized for some years with the play-offs held 
in Gilby Hall. 

Members and families were remembered 
with a gift when ill or in hospital, for special an- 
niversaries, at housewarmings, farewells, etc. 
Flowers were also sent to a bereaved family of 
the Club. 

The last meeting was held November 13, 1963 
at the home of Mrs. Pryce (Jessie) Andrew with 
eight members present. At this time, it was 
decided to disband as a Club. Members were 
becoming so involved with thelr children’s ac. 
tivities in town, they found It difficult to attend 
meetings and participate in Club projects. 

‘The remaining funds were contributed to the 
Eckville Arena Fund. 

And so it ended, again with elght ladies, a 
mile north from where It began, twenty-five 
years later. A quarter century’ of pleasant 
association with ladies of the district. 


GILBY STORE 
‘Mike Sestrap homesteaded the SW 6-41-3-W5. 
While he was away working his shack burnt. He 





was known to have remarked, later, that the fire 
was the best thing that ever happened to him as 
that was when he decided to build a store at 
Gilby in 1910. The store was 60° long, had a hall 
above and a full basement below. The hall was 
used as a social centre and meeting place for the 
people of the surrounding area. 

All bare necessities were to be had at the 
store, including yard goods. Mike was a tailor by 
trade and made overalls to sell. Butter and eggs 
were often taken in trade for supplies. 





‘Gust and Mike Setrap, 


Before long, Mike's brother, Gus, who had 
homesteaded the NE 6-41-3-W5 came to help him 
at the store. 
About 1912, the post office which had been 
“Medicine Valley” operated by E. 'T. Withers on 
W 2-40.3-W5 was changed to “Gilby” and was 
situated in the store. The post office provided 
many services, one of them being the registering 
of births. John Kemila, mail carrier, hauled the 
mail by covered wagon from Eckville. Folks 
‘would come to Gilby to visit and chat for hours 








Gilby Store with Dan Clausen the sorckesper looking at the 
horses John Kemula the mailman standing by hs team, 


while waiting for the mail to come and be sorted. 

In 1915, Mike Sestrap sold to Shorrock Bros. 
who sold to Henry Jacobs in 1922. Henry Jacobs 
sold to Frank Tarrabain about 1929. The old 
store burnt in December, 1930. Among valuables 
destroyed were the Gilby-Kalmu cemetery 
records. The store was rebullt, about 1937, by 
Hamilton and Hauptman. 

Histories of the different owners of the store 
are found in this book. 

‘Through the years Gilby store has been a very 
valuable asset to the community. The present 
owners are Leo and Kathryn Robins. Their 
children are Jackie age five, Heather age three 
and one-half and Cindy age six months. 








Road builing in the Gilby area, 





















Road building in the Gilby area 


Floods on the Medisine River at iby. 


Floods on the Medicine Rive at Gilby 


GILBY SUNDAY SCHOOL — by Phyllis Andrew 

Years ago a group of devoted people from 

y saw the need for a Sunday School in this 
area. Gilby Hall was chosen as the centre and on 
October 4, 1953 Mr. Grant Sanders, Freda 
Gheseger (husband, Lon, deceased) (Spycher), 
Dorreen Carruthers (since married), and Esther 
McKilligan began classes. There were only six 
adults and children present on the opening Sun- 
day, but the four stalwarts were not to be dis- 
couraged and made visitations in the district. 
Contacting the homes brought results, as 27 were 
in attendance the following Sunday, and services 
continued for 12 years. 

‘To begin with, fires in the hall were built by 
the late Alfred Thubron and wood was supplied 
by the parents. Rent for the hall was free unless 
we used the hall at night, for which there was a 
three dollar chargé 

Esther McKilligan was the superintendent 
and Mrs. J. Maddox was secretary-treasurer un- 
til February 10, 1956, when Mrs. Hazel Sam 
brooke was elected secretary-treasurer. Esther 
McKilligan left Bentley, so there was a short- 
age of teachers. The Sunday School Mission 
helped us out by sending us two young ladies — 
Misses E. Creighton and K. Hudson. Through the 
kindness of Mr. J. Maddox these girls were able 
to stay in a vacant house formerly owned by Tom 
Quinn on the S.W. 6-41-3-W5th. The girls were 
only able to assist until the end of the summer. 

Tt was always difficult getting teachers; 
however, Ed Morsch and Norman Blish then 
came to our ald. Bill and Bob Ward, of Three 
Hills, gave a great deal of time and effort helping 
the Vacation Bible School and Sunday Services 
— at which time they would often show films. 
‘The services of many others, particularly those 
of the local girls who helped so faithfully through 
the years, were greatly appreciated. 

Besides going to University of Alberta, where 
she was taking Pharmacy, Dorreen was able to 
give us valuable assistance as she was a very 
capable, efficient girl. For the summer months 
of 1957 she went to Hay River Mission Field un- 
der the name of Gilby Sunday School. A lovely 
“Friendship” quilt was presented to Doreen 
when she left. The quilt blocks were autographed 
with embroidery thread by those attending Sun- 
day School, sewn together and quilted by the 
































mothers, at the A. Matlisen home. We tried to 
help with Dorreen’s venture by sending money, a 
religious picture which was given to the Hay 
River Hospital, and by forwarding any left-over 
‘Sunday School papers. 

V.B.S. (Vacation Bible School) was held for a 
week every summer at Gilby Hall, and later at 
Estonlan Hall. Children from far and near 
attended and had a rewarding time studying the 
Bible and doing handicraft. All those attending 
V.B.S. had fun participating in the sports and 
games. At the end of the busy week there would 
be a program or picnic and awards were given. 
Mr. J. Brunner (Missionary from the West In- 
dies), who assisted at V.B.S. in 1956 returned to 
help with the summer session In 1957. He was an 
adept woodworker so that made Vacation School 
even more interesting. 

‘When building fires at Gilby Hall presented a 
problem, Sunday School was held in the homes. 
‘This proved successful as all parents were co- 
operative and some mothers even passed around 
treats such as home-made candy or cookies at 
the close of classes. It was the opinion of many 
that the Eastonian Hall would be easier to heat 
and, fortunately, we had a janitor handy. This 
was Mr. A. Matlisen, who was very dependable 
and always had the hall tidy and warm. Although 
we changed our location, we were still known as 
the Gilby Sunday School. 

Mr. Sanders had a bus which he drove around 
to pick up those children not having a ride. This 
generous act meant a lot to many boys and girls, 
‘Mr. Frank Wine was always willing to canvas 
the district for funds, whenever needed. He did a 
very capable job, so there was some money to 
operate the bus, plus a small amount to help 
defray other expenses. 

For quite a time there was a fairly extensive 
library in connection with the weekly Sunday 
School. There were suppers, skating and 
toboggan parties, and bridal showers for 
Dorreen and Freda, only to mention a few of the 
extra activities which helped to provide 
fellowship and lasting friendships. 

‘The A, Sambrookes moved and we were 
without our able secretary-treasurer. Hazel 
worked hard to keep things going and was 
responsible for many dutles, particularly at 
Christmas time when the Sunday School always 
had an excellent program. Phylils Andrew, took 
over her position in 1963, 

Meanwhile, our superintendent, a diligent 
and conscientious worker, had moved to 
Calgary. He continued to assist us but the long 
trip was “out of the question”. We were sorry to 
hear of his wife’s passing shortly after they left 
Bentley. He has since remarried. 

Freda, with her pleasing ways, helped us so 
much but now had her own family concerns, 

Regretfully, the Sunday School was unable to 
continue after 1965. I’m sure all of you associated 
with the “School” (there were over 200 names on 
the roll call) will recall, with nostalgia, the good 


















































































times shared and fondly remember the many 
houses. sung, with great vivacity, such as 
‘Heavenly Sunshine”, 





MARVILOW, ANDREW 

‘Andy was born in (Redvensi) Ukraine August 
19, 1896, older of two children born to Alexander 
and Alexandra Havrilov (Harvilow). As a young 
boy he worked along with his mother for land- 
lords, making 15 kopeks (cents) a day. Having 
an urge for better prospects, Andy at the age of 
46, with a friend from the same village, set out 
for Canada, a land unknown to him. 

Boarding a passenger liner at an Austrian 
and Hungarian port, in Trieste, Andy bade 
farewell to his homeland. Sailing over the blue 
waters of the Atlantic took him 21 days at a cost 
of 150 rubles ($75). ‘The approaching shores of 
Canada (Quebec City) opened up a wide new 
world for the courageous young lad, Canada, the 
land that he has called home for 65 years. 

July, 1913, Andy set foot on Canadian sol, his 
destination being Hosmer, B.C. He took’ the 
C.P.R. train from Quebec City to Hosmer, a coal 
mining town, 

‘As his pocket money was at a premium, work 
had to be obtained, but due to a language barrier, 
communicating was difficult. Close friends of 
Andy’s taught him five words in English thus: 

‘Mister, give me a job.”” 

With ‘determination in his heart, Andy was 
fortunate to get a job at a logging camp, drawing 
wages of $25 a month. After holding his job for 
nine months, the company went bankrupt, and 
‘Andy faced his first disappointment, only receiv. 
ing $50 for all his labors. 

‘During the war years, 1914-1915, all places of 
employment (logging and mining) ground to a 
halt. That winter Andy again boarded the train, 
this time trom Hosmer to Sylvan Lake, Alberta, 
Fending for survival during these’ poverty 
stricken years, laborers willingly accepted 
available offers from employers. 

From the spring of 1915 to the fall of that year, 
‘Andy accepted jobs on farms near Bentley, 
‘working for Mr. Polling for room and board, and, 
for Henry Stone, earning $25 a month. The winter 
of 1915 saw a slight increase in wages, Andy was 
working for Garries, cutting and hauling fire 
‘wood for one dollar a day. 

Moving to Oyen, Alberta in 1916, Andy worked 
for Jack Norton, a farmer, for two years. Then in 
1918, from spring to fall, he worked at Rosebud, 
for a farmer by the name of Comstock. There he 
was the ploughman for eight breaking ploughs. 

In the year of 1920, Andy purchased the N.W. 
18-40-2-W5 from Matt Talson, working for him for 
three years. This quarter was covered with bush 
excepi for five acres which he rented to Moro. To 
pay for the farm, he worked at several logging 
camps, namely, ‘Brierley, Varty, Rowan, Me- 
Dougall, August Moro and the Phoenix Camps. 
As transportation was not available from these 
camps to Rocky Mountain House, their only 





mode of travel was their two feet. Andy 
often is heard reminiscing about the time 
he was walking alone in the early morning dawn, 
carrying an accordion and suitcase. Suddenly, 
stopping in his tracks, he saw a dark object 
ahead of him, Taking it to be a bear, he decided 
to serenade the unidentified object with his ac- 
cordion, He thought, “If I make a loud noise, it 
will nicely walk away”. Approaching It closer, 
this object proved to be a large burnt stump. 

‘The days of hard work proved very strenuous, 
but Andy had time for enjoyment. He is musical- 
ly talented, playing the button accordion even to 
this day (age 81). His accordion had helped him 
bear many burdens, as he is able to play his 
troubles away. Andy played for several small 
country dances as well as entertaining for 
various organizations. 

The depression years of the dirty thirties 
when money was only heard of, Andy, whole- 
heartedly, supplied a home for two orphans, Pete 
and Fred Bobye, whom he met in Calgary. This 
formed a close’ relationship as if they were 
brothers. 

From 1940-42 he worked at logging camps on 
the Queen Charlotte Islands. Returning to his 
farm, he spent his summers clearing hls land by 
hand, and then farming It a few years, also giv- 
ing a helping hand to threshing outfits. 

‘In 1952-53, Andy rented a pool room in Fort 
Saskaichewan, where he made several friends. 

Miracles do happen, the love bug bit. Itwas in 
1955, Andy married Olga Ignatius, gaining two 
stepdaughters, Hazel Ignatius, and Edith 
Niemela, Andy remembers quite well the time 
during the courtship when Olga graciously gave 
him coffee with doughnuts dunked in salt instead 
of sugar. 


‘olga and Andy Harvilow. 


After farming together till 1963, they both sold 
their farms, Andy to Toimi Tolonen, the closest 
neighbor, and Olga to Ted Sailor of Blackfalds, 
and then retired to Sylvan Lake. 

‘Andy, during the years, had purchased a 
cabin, Andy’s Cottage, on Lakeshore Drive 
which served as their home during the construc- 
tion of their new home. 





At the present time, Andy is residing in this 
new home, 522447A Avenue, in Sylvan Lake, 
where he is enjoying good health. 

During the retirement years he has enjoyed 
curling (lead), fishing, eamping and playing his 
accordion. Andy has three great-grandehildren, 
Bonnle and Trevor Hietala and Kerrl-Lynn 
Niemela. 

"The highlight of his life was a trip made in 
1967 back to his homeland, the Ukraine, visiting 
his brother, Peter, and his family. While there he 
became a ‘godfather to his nlece’s little boy, 
Walter. For entertainment, Andy belongs to the 
Sylvan Lake Curling Club, Friendship Club, and 
the Sylvan Lake Fish and Game Association. 

‘Andy has certainly appreciated and enjoyed 
being a part of the Eckville Community 








JOHN NESTOR AND SUSANNA HEIKKILA 
FAMILY — by Jean Hietala 

Father was born in Kuortana, Vaasa Finland 
and grew up there. In those days there was a 
movement of people wanting to come to 
America, as they called it, Father also wanted to 
‘come, so he came with a number of friends in Oc- 
tober 1891. After sailing for two to three weeks 
they landed in New York, U.S.A. It was good to 
touch land once again. Their first problem was to 
find employment and they worked their way to 
‘Montana, and some went to Wyoming. Father 
worked in the coal mines in Wyoming, but a little 
farm is what he wanted to get started. He found 
one in Stockett, Montana, and started working on 
it when he was not working in the mines. 

‘Mother was also born and raised in Finland 
close to the border of Sweden. Because of this, 
she was able to speak both Finnish and Swedish. 
She came with her two aunts who were going to 
‘America. They also chose Montana as their loca- 
tion. They worked in Great Falls — mother join 
ing the staff at a boarding house, waiting on 
tables, This is where she met this miner and 
farmer, coming in for meals. 

Dad’ and mother were married in Stockett, 
‘Montana in March, 1904. They made their home 
on the farm, not too far from Great Falls. The 
first child of this family was sister Hilda. She 
arrived a week before Christmas Day. They 
were happily settled in their own place, but this 
‘was not to continue for long. Agencies were tell- 
Ing of free land, lots of grass, good soil, but did 
not mention the nine months of winter or any 
other disadvantages. 

Father was persuaded to go and see for 
himself this fabulous country. He chose the NE 
34-39-3-W5. The other three quarters had already 
been taken. Father worked on the homestead for 
three months in the summer, and built a tw 
roomed log house with the help of other settlers, 
In April of 1906 the family moved here. Mother 
and Hilda came by train and stayed in the Alber- 
ta Hotel in Red Deer until Mr. I. Hyvonen came 
to pick them up. Father came with the family 
belongings which they brought to the homestead. 











In the fall Hilda had a little brother, Elmer 
being the new addition to the family. Over the 
years the family grew to include nine children. 
We were a happy family; sometimes we would 
fight over things but not often, for willow 
switches were so handy on the farm, and we 
respected them. 

We are all grown up now, father and mother 
have passed away, along with four of our broth: 
ers. Father passed away in 1927, mother in 1939, 
Henry in 1956, George in 1965, Elmer in 1974 and 
Eaward in 1969. 

Hilda (Hawkins) lives in Ottawa 

Elsie (Rasmussen) lives in Perdue, 
Saskatchewan. 

‘Ted and Bill live on the old homestead in the 
original house. 

I, Jean, live on the farm with my husband, 
Henry Hietala. 





‘THE HOGLUNDS 
Aaron and Mary Hoglund with their three 
children, Edith, Walter and Myla, moved from 
their homestead at Rocky Mountain House in 
January, 1919, to a farm 6% miles northeast of 
Eckville. They had come to their homestead 
from Berkley, California, but unfortunately had 
to relocate because of the lack of school facilities 
for the children in the Frisco district. The move 
was a two-day trip, with the family and 
belongings securely bundled into a horse-drawn 
sleigh. One night was spent with some friends at 
the half-way mark, and the journey continued 
the next day. The weather was cold and there 
was plenty of snow, so the trip was quite an un- 
dertaking, with the horses and the driver 
probably taking the brunt of the discomforts. 








Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Hogund and children Edith, Walter and 
Myla 


Ours was a small mixed-farming operation 
so we had a little of everything — horses, cattle, 
pigs, turkeys and chickens, grain and hay fields. 
‘The work was all manual, with horses being used 











“Modern way of haying atthe Hoglund farm - 1930s 


for farm work as well as for transportation. The 
working of the land started in the spring with 
preparation of the land for seeding, and carried 
on throughout haying and on into the fall when 
the grain was harvested by binder, and the 
stooks stood in the fields waiting for the 
threshing crew to arrive. The prairie chickens 
took advantage of the delay by perching on the 
stooks and feeding from the grain in the heads. 
Even though one couldn't see the birds their 
presence was evident because they com- 
municated with each other by a distinctive 
whistling sound, 

‘The Langer Brothers, Paul and Carl, had a 
threshing outfit and they would do the threshing 
for the other farmers around the country when 
their own threshing was finished. The crew con- 
sisted of the engine man (he kept the tractor 
going, which In turn kept the separator in 
motion), the separator man, grain haulers, and 
the bundle rack drivers. The sound of the tractor 
alerted all of the neighbors that the threshing 
‘crew was approaching and it was a most delight 
ful sound. The neighbors all came to help, the 
men wherever needed and the women to help 
with the food preparation and serving. Of course 
this help would all be returned when the thresh- 
ing outfit reached the neighbors’ farms. 

‘One might think that with the threshing com- 
pleted the work would be all done, but not so! 
Even though the grain was in the granary and 
the straw was in the stack, ready to provide food 
and shelter for the cattle during the winter (until 
the heavy snowfall the horses and cattle were 
happy foraging in the fields, picking up what the 
harvesting operations had’ left behind), there 
was still work to be done, The next big project 
was bringing in the suppiy of firewood for the 
following year. The trees were felled and logged 
in the wintertime. The logs were sawed into 
chunks in the sprintime after which came the 
work of splitting the chunks into stove-size 
pieces, which in turn had to be arranged in neat 
piles. One always planned to get enough wood to 
last for the next year. 

‘We children attended the Estonian School 
where the teacher taught grade one through 
grade eight. Our first teacher was Miss Lillian 
Olive Benedictson (later Mrs. Lewis True). 

A trip to town, for us, didn’t come very often, 
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but one can well remember the general store. 
‘There you saw large barrels containing apples, 
coffee beans, dried beans, and mixed hard can. 
dy. The purchases were wrapped in brown paper 
and tied with strong string. A five-cent bag of 
hard candy out of the barrel was always included 
with the order. That store string was saved by 
winding it onto the ball already started. Mother 
used the backs of Dad's discarded leather mitts 
to make covers for these balls of string thus 
providing us with baseballs, All we then had to do 
Was find a stick that most resembled a bat, and 
the game was on! 

What the general store could not provide was 
ordered from Eaton's catalogue, Although 
Mother made most of our clothes we did get a 
new outfit ordered from the catalogue in the 
spring, and usually another one in the fall. Three 
weeks was a long time to wait for these new 
clothes to come from Eaton’s in Winnipeg, but it 
was exciting when the large parcel did arrive! 
The dresses usually fit without too many 
alterations, but the dress-up shoes were worn 
regardless ‘of how they pinched or how long it 
took to break them in. The arrival of the new 
catalogue never lost its ability to promote 
wishful thinking, 

Dad followed his trade as a painter and i 
terior decorator and he was kept Dusy in all of his 
spare time around the neighborhood beautifying 
homes and farm buildings. He was the councillor 
for the municipality for two terms. Mother and 

ipated in community efforts toward 
ing for charitable and many other 
worth-while projects by putting on plays and con- 
certs at the various community halls, Mother 
often gave a helping hand to the teachers of coun- 
try schools with their Christmas concerts. These 
concerts were the highlight of the Christmas 
season at each school, with all the children par- 
ticipating. Mother played the piano and assisted 
with the singing and dancing. In later years she 
played organ on Sundays at the Sunshine Gospel 
‘Mission Church and, before the Estonian School 
was moved away and the children bused to 
Eckville for classes, mother, Kate McKenzie, 
and Faye Hoglund conducted a Sunday School 
class at the school. 

Our first car was a Model T Ford, without 
side curtains — they came later. To wonder and 




















amazement of the passengers, they could ride in 
comfort, protected from the strong breeze 
created by the car in motion, as well as natural 
weather elements. During the colder weather 
two men were needed to start this Model T. One 
man would jack up a rear wheel to give it 
freedom to revolve while the other man was 
positioned at the front to do the cranking. If, or 
when, the motor started, the warming-up 
process consisted of a few rounds around the 
barnyard with the chickens squawking and fly- 
Ing in every direction, losing feathers galore as 
they made their escape from this motorized 
monster. The Model T had a running board and 
by stepping on it one could get in and out of the 
vehicle quite gracefully. The horse and buggy 
days were now of a past era! 

The coal-oil lamp sat in the middle of the 
kitchen table, so long winter evenings were spent 
with the family gathered around, reading, doing 
homework, or playing cards. We children fre. 
quently quarreled over these card games and 
quite often Mother would get so exasperated with 
us that she would gather up the cards, litt a lid 
from the kitchen stove, and throw the cards into 
the fire. How we acquired a new deck of cards 
oes not come to mind, but it must have been 
Walter who purchased ‘them, as he had some 
spending money obtained by selling his muskrat 
and weasel skins. When he was old enough he 
would accompany Dad on his painting and 
aper-hanging jobs in the summertime and this 
also helped to increase his spending mone 

The food we ate was almost all home grown 
‘or homemade and the aroma of that homebaked 
bread as you approached the house was beyond 
description. You quickly opened the kitchen door 
and there they were — six or more loaves along 
with a quick flat-bread baked and ready for im- 
mediate consumption with homemade butter. 
Food tasted so good that it is not suprising that 
the idea still persists that girls nowadays can’t 
cook or bake and have the food taste “like 
Mother used to make.”” 

Life was hard. The depression dampened 
many spirits — the plans and goals that so many 
had were either delayed or put aside forever. But 
one always remembers the close community 
feeling and the neighborliness. People helped 
one another, and the joys and sorrows of one 
were shared by all. In spite of the hardships, it 
was a good life! 

Walter Hoglund is married to Faye Meyers. 
After many years of living in the Eckville area 
they have recently moved to Summerland, B.C. 
Eqith (Mrs. Albert Brooker) lives in Calgary 
She had two sons, Bill and Ronald, who are both 
married, Bill lives in Edmonton and Ronald lives 
in Sherwood Park. Myla (Mrs, Swanky lives in 
Calgary. She has one son, Allan. 











HOGLUND, WALTER AND FAYE — by Faye 
Hoglund 
Walt and I were married December 11, 1941 in 












































Faye and Walter Hoglund. 


the Lutheran Pastor’s home in Red Deer. This 
was followed by a reception for 32 friends and 
relatives in the Club Cafe banquet room in Red 
Deer, and an open dance at the Gilby Hall on 
December 12. 


Walt, the only son of Aaron and Mary 
Hoglund, was asked to come and farm the home 
quarter. Farming was all done with horses and 
horse machinery. There were some acres of open 
grain land and the rest was in hay. Since this was 
the time of the beginning of the war, there were 
no available men to be hired, so this was my 
start of outdoor work. I learned to drive horses 
and, as the years went by, got promoted to the 
tractor. 


‘The next year Walt got Ray Meyers and Arvie 
Maki to help him and his Dad in clearing a 
quarter of school land across the road, which we 
had leased from the Government. (Later we 
were able to buy this quarter.) The clearing was 
done by hand and axe, then George Ignatius 
came with a breaking plow. Then came the time 








to pick the roots before the land could be worked 
up for planting. The grain was cut with a binder, 
then had to be stooked and left until it came 
our turn to thresh. Bill Palm, our neighbor, had 
a machine, 

Threshing time was quite a hassle, but fun, 
too, cooking for a gang of 15 to 20 men, finding 
places and beds for some to sleep (although the 
neighbors would go to their homes); and 
providing food and water for the horses. 
Neighbors would all help one another at this busy 
time. Some would go to help with the evening 
chores, then back again to the gang for a nice big 
supper and piles of dishes to keep the women 
busy. 

Later, Mr. Jack Hill, long-time friend of the 
family, gave us the opportunity to rent his two 
quarters of open land, and we could buy his 
machinery in the bargain. This was a great boost 
for us, as Nature was good to us and we reaped a 
fair crop. Much of the income went back into 
farming expenses. Roy Saari came with his Cat 
and brush cutter and did some clearing on the 
school quarter, and George Ingatius turned the 
sod. This work with the machinery made our 
farming much easier, but we were kept busier 
with the additional land to farm. We then bought 
afew more cows to add to our herd, and bought 
more hogs, as raising hogs was Walt’s Dad’s 
specialty. Prices were good by this time, which 
made it even more encouraging. 

While I worked outdoors, with the garden, 
milking cows, and raising chickens and turkeys, 
Granny, as she was known to all in the commun 
ty, kept busy indoors with cooking and dishes. 
We'd milk our four cows and separate the milk, 
then take the cream to the local creamery. The 
milk was mixed with grain into a mash and fed to 
the chickens and little piglets. The Income trom 
our cream would help to fili our pantry with 
groceries. 

Saturday usually meant a gathering of 
neighbors at our home. We would start up the 
sauna (steam bath) and after having a good hot 
bath the neighbors would enjoy visiting and the 
coffee, fresh cinnamon buns, and cake that 
Granny had made 

Walt played the drums in a band of five. Fred 
Moos played the gultar; Lorraine Havens the 
banjo; John Viitala the violin; and Bob 
Matthews the plano. They played at the local 
halls, and in the winter months the dancing 
usually didn’t end until the wee hours in the 
morning. In the summertime many times we 
would just change our clothes and go straight to 
work in the fields, 

When an opening came in our local Co-op 
Store I applied for the job and worked as clerk 
for $55 a month for three years. When the war 
ended many of the boys were home again, pick 
ing up their jobs, and I then returned to the farm. 

From Mike Rauman we bought a small un- 
finished house which we moved to the school land 
quarter — the realization of our big dream of a 











home of our own. I made cupboards of apple box 
es stacked together, and curtains from the flour 
and sugar bags, trimmed with rick-rack. We had 
no floor covering, but I kept my floors nice and 
white by scrubbing them with a scrub brush and 
lye water. Art Dahl did a few of the necessary 
carpenter repairs. We were so proud and happy 
in our two little rooms! 

‘To be prepared for the cold winter weather, 
we would haul logs from the bush and then call 
the neighbours in again to saw the wood into 
blocks whieh would fit into our cook stove and 
larger ones to use in our air-tight heater. 
Sometimes we would saw the wood with the big 
buzz saw, and then the crew would go on to the 
next neighbor's job. 

Walt enjoyed hunting, so would welcome the 
winter, when he would take his gear, along with 
some of the nelghbors, and go west of Rocky 
Mountain House to hunt big game. These trips 
always resulted in a moose or elk, which helped 
out our food supply, and we enjoyed the meat 
We often went to Buck Lake fishing, to give us a 
change in dict. I liked the outdoors, also, and 
would often go tagging along behind. 

Walt’s community activities included several 
years membership on the local Co-op board, the 
Credit Union board, helping to organize’ the 
Farmers Union and serving as president for a 
time, and helping with the Curling Rink. We both 
enjoyed curling and spent two or three nights a 
week in the local rink as well as taking part in the 
bonsplels. Walt became part of another band, 
called the “Harmony Five", which became very 
popular in the community’and was kept quite 
busy. This band was made up to Walt, John and 
Ludwig Koots, Waldo Raabis and Bob Matthews. 

Under the leadership of Mr. John Lundberg, 
telephone service was made possible for the 
community. It was great to be able to com- 
municate without having to hike to the neighbors 
to pass our messages along! Since this was a par- 
ty line it sometimes took time and patience 
before we could get onto the line for a turn at 
talking. Once a week we would pick up our mail 
from Andrew Parkkari’s mail box. We had many 
precious visits with Barb and Jack Luomala — 
‘we would often trudge through the snow to spend 
a full day there, and they would come to visit us 
in return. The Sewing Circle provided some 
social life for the ladies of the community. Once 
a month we would go to one of the homes, each 
taking her turn, We'd spend a very full after- 
noon, just relaxing, doing hand work, or 
sometimes the necessary darning, mending or 
other jobs, and then enjoy a bountiful lunch 
before returning home. 

We later bought a quarter of land from Art 
Koski and another quarter from the Koski estate, 
near to town, Ernie Dorchester farmed these two 
quarters for 17 years, and after he retired to 
Eckville Glen Rangen is now farming these two 
quarters. David and Bill MacKenzie are farming 
the schoo! land quarter. The home quarter estate 


























was sold to two of Mary and Aaron Hoglund’s 
grandsons, Billy and Ronald Brooker. 

Thad always been interested in hairdressing, 
so we decided that T should take the training in 
the Marvel School in Edmonton. I started a hair- 
dressing business in Eckville town in 1955, and 
was kept very busy and happy at my job until the 
time we thought we would like tomake a change. 
As of 1978 we have a four-acre orchard and a 
home in Summerland, B.C. 

Many former Eckville people live here, and 
we have enjoyed visiting with them again. 


HOW I BEGAN FARMING DURING THE 
DEPRESSION — by Herman Lapp 

Tarrived in the Eckville District in the winter 
of 1931, at the peak of depression. The first year I 
found ‘some work around Eekville, The next 
with $25 down payment, I bought 
Znilly bush quarter on Section 13, northeast of 
Eckville from the Canadian Pacific Rallwé 
‘That was the time when established farmers had 
hard times to make ends meet, but there were 
not many choices for me. 

So, with $125 of capital and lots of optimism 1 
started serious farming with an axe (swinging 
my axe from dawn to dusk). With help from Fritz 
Kinna’s brush cutter and bis breaking plow, 1 
broke about 70 acres of lighter patches of brush’ 
land. I paid for gas, and the rest of the work was 
on time payments. We finished breaking land 
late in the summer, so there was no time to pick 
any stones or stumps, for I had to catch the 
harvest work to make some money, as [had none 
left, Harvest wages were from $1.50 to $2.50 for 
an il-hour day. After harvest I put up a 12 by 16 
foot frame cabin of lumber from sawmills. ‘The 
lumber cost from §10-S12 per 1,000 
board feet, 

During the winter, I was scouting for cheap 
machinery (to do the job and fit my pocket-book) 
from public sales to farmers’ yards. Iwas able to 
buy one seven-foot Massey Harris single disc 
drill, in working condition, for $10; one six-foot 
single disc harrow which needed some repairs, 
for $8; two ponies and collars for $50 on time pay- 
ment from the Thubron family at Gilby. Also T 
bought for $5 other second-hand harness from 
here and there. I got wheat seed from F. Kinna 
on time. I rented a team of horses from 
neighbors, and then I was ready for the big job 
ahead — putting in my first crops. The spring 
was late, so I had no time to pick any stones or 
stumps, and I had to do my best by rolling some 
of them aside. Many times, though, I found my 
disc or drill one or two feet off the ground, 

Living was cheap those days; eggs, five cents 
a dozen; live pigs one to two’ cents a pound; 
choice steers two and a half to three cents a 
pound, No farmers I knew charged anything for 
vegetables, they were so cheap. I also did some 
fishing. 

‘That summer I cleared some more land and 
broke it. In the fall I bought a six-foot second- 




















hand binder to take off my crop, but found all the 
troubles of the world were hidden in that binder. 
Somehow, I got my crop off and threshed 1600 
bushels of Garnet wheat out of it, with the price 
being 30¢ a bushel. Did I feel rich! 

‘You hear many young men say, “It was easy 
to get started farming in those days”. How many 
young men are willing to go through what you 
just read? 





ALEXANDER JOHNSON —by Annie Luoma 

‘Alexander Johnson was born in Alavudelle, 
Finland, in 1878, In Finland, the name was Har: 
ju, which was changed to Johnson upon arriving 
in the United States. 

Alec came to the United States as a small 
child and spent some time there before moving 
to Canada. He spent 44 years in Canada. While 
living In the United States Alec had married a 
widow with children, but his wife and 
stepchildren all died of tuberculosis 

Alee farmed and resided on N.E. 12-40-3-W5 
until his passing in 1950. He is buried in the 
Kuusamo Cemetery. 


JOHNSON, CARL (CHARLIE) AND 
SARAH—by Sylvia Kujala 
Sarah was born in Brainerd, Minnesota, 
U.S.A. as Serafina Cristine Byttynen on August 3, 
1883 and Charlie (Carl) Johnson was born in 
Dawson, Minnesota in 1926. 

Having come to visit Sarah's brother, John 
Byttynen, and her sister, Aurora Netsel,'a few 
times over the previous years, Charlie and Sarah 
Johnson came to live in Canada July 19, 1929. 

















Sarah and Charlie Johnson. 





‘They had been farming in North Dakota and 
before that had worked in Minneapolis and St. 
Paul, Minnesota. Her sister, Susan, and thelr Un- 
cle Eli Joseph came with them. They stayed with 
her brother, John Byttynen, until they could find 
a farm they wanted. They bought a quarter sec- 
tion previously owned by the Angle family, now 
owned by Rudolph Saari, in a partnership deal. 
When the partnership broke up, Charlie and 
Sarah looked for a farm on their own. In the 
meantime they lived on the Wells farm for a few 
years (now owned by the Pstkla family.) 

"They bought a CPR quarter, SW 1-40.3-W5, In 
3934 and moved on to it when they had built allt 
tie house, a sauna and other farm buildings. 
‘They must have worked very hard, as this farm 
was of virgin land. They managed to clear bits of 
land here and there for fields and hay meadows. 
‘They raised mostly cattle and a few pigs and 
chickens. They seemed to enjoy life there, and 
always seemed very happy even though the 
money earned from a small farm then, as now, 
was very little. Sometimes Charlie had to go to 
Work during the winter months at a sawmill in 
the Gilby district, and Sarah went along to cook 
for the crew. I remember the winter of 1937 when 
we, my husband Elmer and I, together with my 
sister and her husband, Viola and Art Bellikka, 
stayed on thelr farm ‘to take care of it until 
spring. 

Charlie and Sarah were both very warm, 
generous people, and made their place a home 
for many a man, young and old, who needed help 
in those depression years. It worked both ways, 
as the men sometimes helped out with the work 
around the farm. 

Charlie had one son by a previous marriage 
still living in the United States. This was Bill 
Johnson, who with his wife, Ivy, still live in 
Havre, Montana. Sarah had been a pioneer of the 
district years before, having become the young 
bride of Oscar Karjala. After thelr marriage 
broke up, she went back to her relatives in 
Minneapolis, where she met Charlie some years 
ater. 

‘Charlie's health began to fail, so they moved 
to Eckville, renting a house for a while, then got 
their savings together to buy a little house and 
rented out thelr farm. Charlie died in the 
Lacombe hospital after a lengthy illness and was 
laid to rest in the Eckville cemetery. 

‘Sarah, in spite of her arthritis and dlabetic 
condition and failing eyesight, determined to live 
on in the little house. This would not have been 
possible if it had not been for her kind neighbors 
and friends, Mrs. Agnes Bardenhagen, being a 
nurse, helped out very much in spite of her busy 
life, In the fall of 1975 Aunt Sarah did not feel 
well, so stayed with her sister, Susan, in her 
trailer for a few weeks, then’ went into the 
Lacombe hospital. She died January 17, 1976 at 
the age of 92 years and six months. She was lald 
to rest beside her husband in the Eckville 
cemetery. 








597 


KIND, ALFRED WILLIAM 

Alfred William Kind was born in Not- 
tinghamshire, England on November 27, 1905. He 
came from England with his family in 1912, and 
was raised on a farm in the Red Deer district. He 
later farmed with his father, John Alfred, in this 
area, 

Alfred joined the Army in 1941 and served 
with the Calgary Tanks, Light Horse Artillery, 
Signal Corps. He saw action in Italy, Belgium 
and Holland, with the rank of Gunner. 

After his return to Canada in 1945, Alfred 
bought a farm, NW 5-41-3-W5, north of Gilby, in 
1947. Here he built a home for himself and his 
father, John Alfred. Willlam was noted for his 
beautiful flower gardens and for his love of 
fishing. 

Alfred's father, John, passed away in 1951, at 
the age of 86 years. Alfred William passed away 
in May, 1971 at the Eckville hospital. His land is 
now owned by Bill Maddox. 


‘THE JOHN CHARLES KIND FAMILY 

John Charles Kind was born in Not- 
tinghamshire, England, on October 12, 1900. He 
came with his parents from England to the Red 
Deer district in 1912, where they settled on a 
farm. In this area John received his education. 
He married Celeste Stringer of Red Deer in 1927, 
and they lived on his homestead in the Red Deer 
area until he joined the Canadian Army in 1941, 
as a member of the 14th Army Tank Battalion, 
He served in the United Kingdom and continen: 
tal Europe. He was taken prisoner-of-war at the 
Dieppe raid in 1942. 

Following his return home from the Service in 
1945 he purchased the Kinna farm, S 20-40-3-W5, 
fon the Medicine River in the Gilby district in 
11946, Here John and Celeste raised six boys and 
three girls. 

Ellen took her schooling in the Red Deer dis- 
trict. She married Roy Forrester of Red Deer 
and they are now residing in Red Deer. Their 
three children are Lawrence, who married Bar. 
bara Hadden of Calgary, and who now, with son 
David, resides in the Red Deer district; and 
Lorraine and Marlene, who both are now 
residing In Edmonton. 

“Leslie also took his schooling in the Red Deer 
district. He remained a bachelor and now owns 
the farm, $ 20-40-3-W5. 

Ken took part of his schooling in the Red Deer 
district and later attended the Andrew school 
and the Eckville school. He married Linda Carr 
of Red Deer. They, along with their sons James, 
Douglas and Toni, and daughter, Patricia, are 
now residing in Calgary. 

Cecil was born in 1932 and passed away in 
1967. He married Vera Robinson of Red Deer, 
and they had one son, Robert, who lives in Red 
Deer. 

Stanley received his education in the Red 
Deer district, and in the Andrew, Estonian and 
Eckville schools. He married Deanna Davis of 











Red Deer. Along with their daughter, Pamela, 
they now reside in Sylvan Lake. 

Vera also attended school in Red Deer, An- 
drew, Estonian and Eckville schools.’ She 
married Graham Rennie of Red Deer. After liv- 
ing in Eckville from 1957 until 1967, they moved 
to Fort McMurray, where they lived for about 
five years. They moved back to Eckville in 1972, 
where they are now residing. They had four 
children, Carol and Loren are living in Eckville. 
Donna married Darcey Lutz of Eckville and they 
are now residing in Rocky Mountain House. Lyle 
married Charlotte Molander of Eckville. They, 
with their son, Alan, are residing in Red Deer. 

Ronald took his schooling in Red Deer, An- 
drew, Estonian and Eckville schools: He 
married Patricia Wylie of Eckville. They and 
thelr two daughters, Cindy and Rhonda, reside in 
the Eckville district. 

Irene received her education in the Estonian 
and Eckville schools. She married Reg Wickens 
of Red Deer. Now, with their two children, John 
and Colleen, they are living in Rocky Mountain 

louse. 

Evan took his schooling in Eckville, and later 
married Linda Thomas of Eckville. They, with 
thelr son Steven, reside in the Gilby district. 

John Kind passed away on February 22, 1975 
at the Eckville Hospital. His wife, Celeste, now 
resides on the farm with their eldest son, Leslie. 





KINGSEP, HENRY — by Mrs. Selma Pallo 
(ilis daughter) 

Henry Kingsep was born in 1870 on Horma 
Estate in Woru, Estonta, a big farm or estate 
where they employed about 13 workers, both 
men and women, Henry was educated to be a 
school teacher. The study of languages in the 
higher forms of education was compulsory; as a 
result, my father spoke German and Russian 
fluently, I was told of when my father was 
teaching school in the town of Nuustak that he 
met my mother, Emilie Saar, daughter of a 
shoemaker there. They fell In love and were 
married when he was 24 and my mother was 17 
years old. They lived in the top storey of a big, 
‘but very plain school house where Dad and his 
assistant were teaching. There were also some 
puplls boarding there who only went home on 
weekends. Iwas born in that schoolhouse in 1898 
and was Ii months old when my parents salled to 
Canada in 1899. 

My father had heard and read about this new, 
big country of North America where there was 
freedom and a lot of unoccupied land for him and 
his fellow countrymen to live and raise their 
families, Also, his older brother, Christian, who 
was a sailor, had visited Canada and’ was 
favorably impressed with the wide open spaces 
compared to the crowded conditions in the little 
Baltic countries. 

‘Another thing that attracted the early settlers 
was the fact that land was available in Canada 
for the payment of only $10 under a homestead 











plan, The homesteader got title to the land, 160 
acres, after living on it for three years, and mak- 
ing certain improvements. Father began to 
study the English language in preparation for a 
new life across the Atlantic. The family travelled 
for three weeks on the ship before reaching New 
York, U.S.A. 

As their destination was Canada, they con- 
tinued their journey by railroad. As the railway 
was already laid as far as Red Deer, Alberta, 
they stopped there and made their first dwelling 
in a crude little shack about two miles east of 
Sylvan Lake, then known as Snake Lake, in the 
Northwest Territories. Soon my Uncle Christian 
and his family of five children took up land next 
to ours. In about three years time all the land 
around us was taken, leaving no room for Dad’s 
countrymen who were to follow him soon. 
Because of this, Father moved further west and 
took up land, NE 9-40-3-W5, on the banks of the 
Medicine River, where there would be lots of 
water for people and livestock, and a lot of unoc- 
cupied land to extend into a settlement. 

‘That was the beginning of the Medicine 
Valley community north of Eckville in 1903, but 
of course Eckville was not there at this time. 

During the early years Father had to make 
the trip to Red Deer to get provisions and mail 
for ourselves and the nelghbors. It took about 
three or four days to travel that distance with a 
team made up of one horse and one ox. Since 
there were no roads whatsoever, he had to go 
through swamps and brush, often cutting down 
brush before he got through. To make travelling 
even more difficult, it rained a lot more in those 
days than it does now. Father often took shelter 
under the wagon box when it rained and also dur- 
ing the nights on those trips. The mosquitoes 
were very numerous and created misery for both 
people and livestock. Father would often build a 
bonfire in the pasture and the smoke would drive 
away these insects, especially at milking time. 
For food he would snare rabbits and catch fish in 
the Medicine River from a boat of his own con- 
struction, 

Finally a little store was opened about one 
mile north of where Eckville now stands. My 
sister and I had to carry our homemade butter 
and our eggs over four miles to the store to ex- 
change for other groceries. We would carry that 
bundle tied to the middle of a stick with us girls 
each taking hold of one end. We were allowed 
about 25 cents for two pounds of butter and the 
eggs were about the same price. When the school 
was first built close to the store, we had to walk 
the four and one-half miles every morning and 
evening for many months before our own com- 
munity was able to build a school only one and a 
half miles away. My older sister and I were 
almost of high school age before we could attend 
school regularly. Three of my older brothers and 
sisters and I all started to school together, along 
with the children from about 30 other families of 
Dad’s countrymen who had come out west and 











Me. and Mrs. Henry Kingsep. 


had settled around us. Going to school in those 
days seemed like a picnic to us in comparison to 
the heavy work at home, milking cows and doing 
all kinds of chores on ‘the farm, helping both 
‘Mother indoors and Father outdoors. 

My father was a hard-working man, and he 
built practically everything that we had in our 
home in Medicine Vailey — tables, chairs, beds 
with hay as mattresses, and even a stove out of 
rock and stone, where Mother could even bake 
bread, potatoes and turnips. Dad also made a 
wagon. He soaked the boards in some sort of 
solution to make them soft and then bent them 
into wheels. ‘The house was made of logs, with a 
sod roof and an earthen floor. Grass soon grew 
on the roof. Moss was stuffed in the cracks 
between the logs. It had just one small window. 
Later on, Dad added another room, which had a 
floor of boards. 

It was at this humble place that Dad’s father 
came to visit us from the Old Country. How well I 
remember the apples that he brought! They 
were the first apples that we children had ever 
tasted, and they were so delicious! Unfortunate- 
ly, Grandpa soon got sick, and Dad had to go to 
Red Deer to get a doctor. It was in the bitter cold 
of winter, so Dad fixed a tent on the sleigh so that 
he and the doctor would not freeze to death on the 
two-day trip. The doctor examined Grandpa and 
left some medicine for him, but he died before 
Dad was able to return from the trip taking the 
doctor back to Red Deer. 

Dad made a coffin himself and Grandpa was 
buried on a hill by the Medicine River. There was 
not a cemetery, a minister, or a church 
anywhere near in those days. The few neighbors 
we had came together and sang hymns, and 
some spoke. The ladies covered the grave with 
wreaths of spruce bows and paper flowers. 

In that same log shack two of my brothers, 
Hetiry and Otto, were born; also my sister, Em” 
ma, now Mrs. Herman Lapp; my sister Agnes, 
now Mrs. Stabel, was born while we were still at 
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Sylvan Lake. All the children were born without 
the benefit of a doctor and with no phone 
available to call for help, and no roads to enable 
anyone to travel quickly. As the family grew 
larger, Dad started planning for a bigger house. 
Our land was almost all covered with trees, both 
poplar and spruce, so he had to cut them down to 
clear the land. He built a saw mill to cut the trees 
into boards. The pile of lumber got bigger and 
bigger as the years passed by until there was 
enough for a comparatively large house and a 
new barn. Our first barn was a sort of dug-out 
with a big pile of straw or dry grass on top. Itwas 
a great day for us children to move into a big 
house with a lot of room to run around in. My two 
younger brothers, Nick and Robert, were born in 
that new house. We enjoyed the new barn, too, 
when it was finished, a year or so after the com 
pletion of the house. it is really sad, almost 
tragic, when I think about all the hard work that 
went into building that house and barn under 
those difficult circumstances and then have 
them both burn down — the barn a few years 
before Dad passed away and the house about six 
years after his death. The loss was not covered 
by fire insurance in those days! On the spot 
where the barn once stood an oil well now 
produces the “black gold”. 

Before many years of farming Dad started 
concentrating on the building of a threshing 
machine. There was no outfit in our community 
until many years later, and “necessity is the 
mother of invention”. We grew oats and barley 
and a little winter rye, Wheat didn’t seem to be 
suitable for the cool, wet summers we had then. 
With the help of us older children and that of a 
few neighbors Dad threshed the little grain that 
we had, and then went on to thresh the neighbors’ 
grain. 

Tt amazes me now when I think of how much 
Dad was able to accomplish, yet he never 
‘seemed to be too busy to help his neighbors or to 
give advice when consulted. He helped to build 
the new neighbors’ dwelling places and his team 
of horse and an ox was often put to work to plow 
an acre or so for them to use for planting 
potatoes and a garden. In order to buy the 
necessary farm machinery and livestock the 
men of the family often had to go out to earn 
money by working on building railroads and 
bridges. While the men were gone Dad assumed 
the responsibility of getting the provisions and 
the mail from Red Deer for many of the 
neighbors. Since Dad could speak four 
languages, he was able to help many with their 
language problems, being able to interpret for 
those in difficulty with speaking or writing. He 
learned the Finnish language trom the Finns liv- 
ing to the south of us. Dad took no pay for his 
help, but counted it a privilege to be able to help 
‘those less fortunate than he, 

‘Taxes were pald mostly by working on the 
building of roads. The community halls and the 
schools were built largely by free labor, 








everyone giving of his time and energy for a 
‘community project. Dad was very interested in 
anything which he thought would help to improve 
and advance our community, and took the lead in 
promoting many undertakings of a community 
nature. He helped to organize the local Co-op 
Store, was a stout supporter of the U.F.A. move- 
ment'and a member of the Gilby local. He had 
the gift of expressing his views very clearly and 
logically, and was often the spokesman for 
groups. 

In spite of so many other activities and in. 
terests Dad found time for music, too. He played 
the violin very well and his experience in the old 
country as a cholr master encouraged him to 
organize and direct a choir which he kept up 
almost until the end of his life. He helped his own 
children and other young people, to get a start 
playing the violin. He purchased two violins from 
a second-hand store for only three dollars. One 
was for him to use, and the other for us children 
to practice with. Later, when my sister and I 
were in high school, Dad bought a second-hand 
organ. He and some of the children enjoyed play- 
ing on It, too. 

‘My childhood recollections are that my father 
governed his children with a firm but gentle 
hand. He believed in equal opportunities for all. 
We looked up to him as a man of wisdom and fair 
judgement. We have certainly missed his wise 
council since he passed away on December 7, 
1929 at the age of 59 years, He was buried in the 
Gilby Cemetery on a cold, bitter, blizzard day, 
with three feet of snow on the ground. Despite the 
extreme cold about 300 neighbors and friends 
gathered to pay their last respects to one of our 
first pioneers in the Medicine Valley. 





Henry Kingsep Family. Back: Robert, Nick, Otto, Henry. Front 
mma, Ages, Selma and Linda, 


The history of the children (and their 
families) born to Henry and Emilie Kingsep 
follows: 

Linda Kingsep Mottus was one of the first 
‘ones to attend the Estonian School when it was 
built in 1910. She married Gust Mottus, a farmer. 
‘They farmed north of Eckville, and also raised 
berries. They were members of the Farmer's 
‘Union and the Co-op Store. They later moved to 
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the town of Eckville, where Linda was a cook in 
{he hospital for five years without missing one 
lay. 

‘Gust and Linda raised one son and twin 
daughters. Their son, Rudy, took over his 
father’s farm. He and his wife, Myrtle, raised 
five children. Their son Arnold lives close to Red 
Deer with his wife and two children. Their 
daughter Jean (a nurse) married Joe Maki and 
they live close to Eckville with two children. 
Their daughter Helen married Les Davenport. 
They live in Calgary with two daughters, Cherry 
and Angela. 

Linda and Gust’s daughter Emma married 
Archie Huhtala, who was an electrician In 
Eckville. They operated an electric appliance 
store and repair shop owned by Fritz Kina. 
Archie served on the town council of Eckville. 
‘They now live in Edmonton where Archie is 
supervisor of electrical construction at 
Athabaska Tarsands Plant. Their daughter Lynn 
is a graduate of the University of Alberta in Ed- 
monton and works in the archives in Calgary. 

Emma's twin sister Elsie went to business 
school in Calgary, then married Vernon Brewer, 
‘an accountant in Toronto. They have three 
children. 

Linda passed away in 1967 at the age of 71 
years. Her son Rudy predeceased her. Gust 
Passed away in July, 1977. 

‘Selma Pallo (Kingsep) went to high school in 
Red Deer. Selma took a business course in Ed- 
monton, where she later worked as a 
stenographer. She married Henry Pallo of Red 
Deer in 1922. They have two children. Daisy is 
married to Leon de Launay, an electrical 
engineer with Bell Telephones in Montreal. They 
have three children. Jack works at Red Deer 
City Hall. For many years he was assistant city 
treasurer and now is internal auditor. Selma 
passed away in 1976 at the age of 78 years. Her 
husband, Henry, predeceased her. 

‘Agnes Stabel (Kingsep) was a teacher and 
taught at Benjamin and Andrew schools. She has 
lived with her family in southern Alberta, but she 
and her husband Neils are now retired and live in 
Red Deer. She had five children, all of whom 
attended Bible School for two years, except for 
the youngest. Her daughter Violet passed away 
in 1962. All four sons became teachers although 
only Franklin is teaching now. Robert and Ray- 
mond are now building contractors and Arnold is. 
a minister. Agnes and Neils have 16 
‘grandchildren, 

Henry Kingsep Jr. was a bachelor, and 
farmed north of Eckville, next to his parents’ 
farm where we grew up. He took an agricultural 
mechanics course in Calgary for one year. He 
was a trapper of muskrat and beaver — mostly 
in the Medicine River. Henry passed away in 
1969, and Is buried in the Gilby Cemetery. 

Emma Lapp (Kingsep) was born at Eckville 
and went to Estonian School. She took her high 
school in Red Deer and Edmonton (where she 














also took some nurse’s training). She worked in 
Calgary and Vancouver for a few years before 
she married Herman Lapp, a farmer north of 
Eckville. They lived on the NW 13-40-3-W5 for 
nearly 40 years and carved a modern farm and 
home oui of the wilderness. They raised 
registered seed grain and purebred cattle. Later 
on they rented out part of their land, and turned 
to commercial cattle feeding in a modern way. 
‘They were also busy with community activities. 
Herman was a charter and provincial board 
member of Eckville and District Credit Union; 
for 40 years he was a member of the Eckville Co- 
op Association; he was board chairman when the 
new store and feed mill were built. He served as 
a member of the Hospital Board when the 
nurses’ residence was finished. He was chair- 
man of the Gilby rural electrification association 
provisional board when it was organized and 
took part in many farm organizations. Emma 
was active as a member of the Home and School 
executive, a member of the Hospital Auxiliary, 
and of Church and Estonian Ladies Aid. She also 
participated in musical and other types of 
programs at the Estonian and Gilby Halls. In 
1972 Herman and Emma retired in a more 
moderate climate in their home in Penticton, 
B.C., and are taking an active part in the new 
Retirement Centre, such as square dancing, 
entertainment and’ executive duties. Herman 
and Emma raised two daughters and one son. 

Gloria and June attended high school in 
Eckville and they both have their names on the 
Eckford Trophy for being the best all-around stu- 
dent of their class. They both had training in 
plano, and also teacher training, Gloria taught 
school in Edmonton for a few years, then 
married Dr, John Lange. They moved to Penn- 
sylvania, U.S.A. They have three children. 

June got her Bachelor of Education Degree 
and taught school in Lacombe. She went on a 
world tour and settled down in Australia, where 
she married Anthony Acton. They live in the city 
of Melbourne and they own and operate their 
own graphic art and print shop. 

Roy also took his high school at Eckville, and 
played trumpet in the Eckville and Bentley 
bands. He took a three-year course at NAIT in 
Edmonton. He married Frances Frid of 
Eckville, daughter of John and Anne Frid. They 
work for the city of Edmonton and live in their 
own home in Sherwood Park. He is an executive 
in telecommunications office and Frances works 
in a city office as Intergovernmental assistant. 

Otto Kingsep was 19 years old when he left the 
farm to attend SAIT in Calgary. He became a 
journeyman electrician, machinist and welder. 
‘After some years as superintendent of a 
manufacturing plant, he went into technical 
education and worked as a teacher, department 
head, and, for the last 20 years as shop director 
and school planning official. For several years 
he worked in underdeveloped countries, setting 
up technical training programs and schools. His 
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daughter Karen lives in Edmonton. Son David 
passed away in 1975. Otto and his wife Vina are 
now retired in Penticton, B.C. He is amember of 
the Penticton “Tune Agers”, a group of retired 
musicians. He teaches and calls square and 
round dances. 

Nick Kingsep was active in Estonlan Society 
and in other clubs for many years while on the 
farm at Eckville, After he left the farm he 
worked as an electrician in Calgary and later 
‘owned and operated a lunch counter in Ponoka. 
He married a nurse at the Ponoka Hospital, and 
then he and Rita moved to Calgary. He enrolled 
in war emergency classes and became a 
machinist. He advanced to foreman, production 
manager, and finally owned and operated his 
own manufacturing plant. Some of the items he 
manufactured were covered by his own patents. 
His latest venture was a farm machinery 
manufacturing plant in Lacombe. Nick and Rita 
are now retired and living in Calgary. They have 
one son, Gary, a mechanical engineer in 
Calgary, and two grandchildren. 

Robert Kingsep married Lila Wester and they 
took over the home farm. He designed and built 
two water well drilling rigs and was in the water 
well drilling business for many years, mainly for 
oil companies. 

‘Their two children grew up on the farm and 
went to Eckville School. They both played in the 
school band. Robert Jr. worked with his dad for 
several years before he moved to Edmonton, 
where he worked for an auto supply company. 
He later trained as a computer technician and 
programmer. He now works as a programming 
consultant. He and his wife, Annette, who is a 
pharmacist, live in Edmonton. They have one 
daughter, Lyann who married Art Gagne, a 
school teacher. They live in Vermilion, where 
Art teaches science in high school. 

Robert passed away in 1971, having been 
predeceased by his wife, Lila. 





‘THE ROBERT KINNA FAMILY — by Robert 
Kinna 

Robert spent his boyhood working on his 
father’s and grandfather's farm. He eventually 
purchased his grandfather's (John Kinna’s) 
homestead. In 1939 Robert married Julia 
Solberg, from Bentley, and they moved to a 
small house on the farm. There a daughter, Edna 
Marilyn, was born, Times being hard on the 
farm, he took the opportunity the government 
gave and went to Calgary to take a government- 
sponsored machinist’s course. When it was com 
pleted he moved with his family to Edmonton to 
workin the aircraft plant. When that plant closed 
he got employment in the Canadian National 
Railway machine shop. While working there, his 
daughter Judith Marie and son Ronald John 
were born. In 1960, being bored with turning out 
wheels for freight trains, he went to Montreal 
and Toronto and took a course as a diesel techn- 
cian on the Canadian National microwave 
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system. When that was completed he got 
employment at Trutch, on the Alaska Highway 
as manager of the Canadian National Repeater 
Station. While there the Kinna’s adopted a son, 
Kevin Daniel. When that office closed, taken 
over by remote control, he moved to Dawson 
Creek and on to the Little Smokey Repeater 
Stations. The opportunity arose, and he 
transferred to Lloydminster as a diesel techni- 
cian in charge of seven microwave sites from 
North Battleford to Vegreville. 

In 1975 Robert reached retirement age and 


Four Generations - Kiana. John Kiana, Robert Kinna holding 
baby Ronald and Frite Kiana. 
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retired to Edmonton, but he spends a good deal 
of his time at the home on the farm four miles 
north of Eckville. That has been the site of his 
holidays for many years, with an annual beef 
barbecue. 

Daughter Marilyn married Arvon Stacey. 
‘They have two daughters, Jillane and Kathryn. 
Marilyn teaches school at Lamont and Arvon isa 
salesman for Douglas Rentals, 

Judy married Robert Worden. They have one 
son, Casey. Judy works as a key punch operator 
in an uptown Edmonton office and Robert has a 
livestock trucking business. 

Ron married Inge Grunert and he works as an 
electrical engineer for Alberta Government 
‘Telephones. Inge is a pharmacist. They have one 
son, Steven, 

Kevin Kina is presently at home, attending 
Ross Sheppard High School. 

‘The Kinna family roots began at Eckville, 
and that seems to be where they will remain, 


‘THE KOOTS FAMILY HISTORY 
Paul Koots came to Canada with his brother, 
Peter, in March of 1903 from Estonia. Paul was 
married with three small boys, and Peter was 
single. They heard of the opportunities in the 
west and wanted to take advantage of them, 
Because Paul did not have the money for a fare 
to Canada and since his brother did not want to 
go alone, Peter lent him the money. They landed 
in Halifax and traveled to Red Deer by train and 
were able to get transportation to the present 
Eckville area, where they knew some Estonian 
families. Peter obtained SE 16-40-3-W5 and Paul 
‘SW 10-40-3-W5 as homesteads. The two brothers 
built a small two-room log cabin on Peter's 
homestead. They then got work on the railroad 
laying tles and tracks and pouring cement for the 
bridges. They worked west of Calgary into the 
mountains. Their biggest problem was that of 
language. Of the group of Estonians working for 
the railroad one spoke a little English and acted 
as interpreter. Peter had some acres broken 
with seeding and harvest both done by hand. 
With Paul sending some money to his family in 
the old country and paying Peter back, there was 
ttle left to save from his wages. This was very 





















discouraging and he began to think of returning 
to Estonia. 

In the meantime the family of Jaan Teener 
had heard of Alide Koots not being able to join 
her husband in Canada and loaned her the money 
realizing Paul would pay him when he could. 
Alide wrote her husband of her good fortune and 
with her three sons, Ferdinand, Carl and 
Woldemar, sailed for Canada. Paul had paid 
back the loan from his brother and saved enough 
for a fare back to his family. He went to Red 
Deer and gave up his homestead then went to 
pick up the last of his mail before buying the 
ticket back to the old country. In the mail was the 
letter from his wife telling that the family were 
on thelr way to Canada. Their boat docked in 
Halifax after a journey on which Alide had been 
very sick. Jaan Teener and daughter Anna 
waiched over the boys during the trip. Alide gave 
the Teeners her blessings and was forever 
grateful for all they had done for her. They all 
arrived in Red Deer in the spring of 1905. Paul 
made transportation arrangements for them to 
his brother's homestead and the family settled 
into Peter's cabin. Paul had taken another 
homestead, NE 16-40-3-W5, and on this land the 
brothers built another house, twice as big as 
Peter’s. This was the Koots family’s first home 
since Paul was married. After a while there was 
an addition to the family, twin boys were born, 
John and Ludwig. The bigger boys were con- 
scripted as babysiiters when their mother had to 
work outside. Once when neighbor ladies came 
to see the twins, the babysitters had dis- 
| appeared. Their mother did not find out about 
this until sometime after. Later a daughter, 
Adele, was born and she remained the only girl 
in the family. The family’s last child was another 
boy, Ernest, born on the day of Alide and Paul’s 
silver anniversary. 

‘A few acres of land were cleared each year by 
hand, and eventually Peter and Paul each 
bought a horse. This made a team which both of 
them used for work. Paul bought a democrat 
which was used for family outings for years. 
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Later each bought another horse and had a team 
of his own, A log barn and later a granary were 
built on the homestead, There were several Esto- 
nian families in the district now and mixed in 
with these were Finnish, Norwegians, Swedish 
land some Germans, A schoolhouse was built for 
the children of the settlers, some of them being 
more than 10 years of age. All of them had to 
Jearn to speak English first, then to read and 
write the language. Most of those who attended 
the school were able to complete the eighth 
grade. 

“There was very little in the way ot medical 
facilities in this district. Allde Koots' services as 
a midwife were often called upon, since all 
babies were born at home. 

When Ferdinand was old enough he went to 
work at the Red Deer saw mill. Carl went to work 
In the first co-op store in Eckville when he was 16 
and had completed his Grade 8. He boarded in 
town with a family and bought a bicycle to come 
home with on Saturday afternoons after the store 
had closed. Paul bought a second-hand violin, 
since he was able to play a few tunes on it. Carl 
also became interested in music and began tak- 
ing violin lessons from Arthur Kina. John’s in- 
terest in the violin was also aroused, that being 
the only musical instrument in the house. He 
organized a group of young people to form an 
orchestra. In this group Ludwig played the flute 
and Walley the cello. There were many socials 
and Christmas concerts where these local young 
people performed. Later he established dance 
orchestras where he played the saxophone and 
Ludwig the tuba, John studied the violin in the 
Alberta College in Edmonton. 

‘The Estonian Hall was built In 1918 on two 
acres of Koots land. Paul and Ferdinand took ac- 
tive part in the building of the hall, with the rest 
of the Estonian Society members. 

In 1919 the family bought their first car — a 
1917 model Maxwell. In 1919 they also bought a 
steam engine and separator for threshing. This 
outfit did a lot of custom work in the area. Carl 
worked with Ferdinand as engineer and 
separator man, When Ferdinand died in 
November of 1921 of pneumonia, Carl had to 
learn to be a steam engineer and apply for a per- 
mit to operate it. Walley later went to. the 
Institute of Technology and Art, after working 
for a farmer in Barons, Alberta, and took & 
steam engineering course. He completed this 
and went to work in the Turner Valley Gas Plant. 

"The family lived in the log house until 1933 
when the boys built a new house. When tractors 
came into existence the steam engine and 
Separator were sold, Carl bought a general store 
in Sylvan Lake with Tke Kalla and later bought 
Ike's share, as the effects of the depression were 
felt, Later, Walley came into the business as a 
pariner, Carl married Thelma Wright from In- 
nisfall and had two daughters, Dorinne and 
Bonita. Paul Koots died in 1995 from a heart at- 
tack. Carl died in 1947 after complications set in 











after an operation. A few years later Thelma 
married Walley and had one son, Rodney. 

‘After public school Adele went to Olds College 
and completed the Home Economics course. She 
later enrolled at the Calgary Institute of 
‘Technology and Art in the Fine Arts course. She 
began clerking at her brother’s store in Sylvan 
Lake during the depression and in 1941 met 
Ernest Dorchester. 

Harold Dorchester, his wife and two sons, 
William and Ernest, came to Alberta from 
Coderre, Saskatchewan In 1937 and settled north 
of Leslieville. In 1942 Ernest and Adele were 
‘married, In 1946 Harold and his wife went to B.C. 
with son William following the next spring. 
Ernest Dorchester bought the Fritz Kina farm 
three miles north of Eckville. After 29 years of 
farming they sold it and moved into Eckville 
where Ernest is now self-employed as a 
carpenter. In his free time he golfs and curls. 

Emnest Koots was able to complete his high 
school education.When the war broke out he 
joined the Air Force. He met Jeanette 
‘MacDonald from P.E.I, while in the service and 
married her in 1948. They have two children, 
Janet-Anne and Donald. Ernest bought a store in 
Hespero which subsequently burned down. He 
then moved to Nordegg where he managed a 
grocery store for the Big Horne Trading Co. 
Later he moved to Edmonton where he worked 
for a short time in Woodwards. For more than 
the last 20 years he has been a salesman for 
Burns Foods. After graduating from high school 
in 1967 Janet-Anne received her degree in Honors 
Chemistry from the University of Alberta and 
her Masters in Madison, Wisconsin. Donald also 
graduated from high school in Edmonton and got 
his degree in Education from the University of 
Alberta. 

Ludwig married Leida Kirves in 1951. Leida’s 
parents, Thomas and Minna, came to Canada in 
1950. Her mother died three months 
later. Thomas and her brother, Herbert, moved 
to Vancouver but Thomas came back to Eckville 
where he died in 1952, Herbert stayed in Van- 
couver where he married Erna Muld and had 
three sons, Thomas, Madis and Andres. Letda 
and Ludwig have two sons, Ronald and Clarence. 
‘They both received thelr grade schooling in 
Eckville and went on to the University of Alber- 
ta, Ronald graduating with a degree in 
Agriculture and Clarence a degree in 
Education. They are very sports-minded and 
have taken part In local sports throughout school 
and after. Ludwig was also involved in sports in 
his younger days. Ludwig stayed with the farm 
and is mechanically inclined as well as being 
handy with carpentry tools. He farmed with his 
brother John. John never married but with his 
love of muste and hobby of making violins he 
lived in contentment. He died of a heart attack in 
1974. His mother, Alide, had died in November of 
11959. Ludwig is still living on his father’s second 
homestead where he grew up. 








Peter Koots met his wife, Marie, through an 
Estonian newspaper from New York. They had 
three daughters, Selma, Amanda and Ella. As he 
grew older, a friend convinced him to return to 
Russia while the friend, of course, did not follow. 
Peter felt with no boys to take over his farm he 
would have a very hard life in his old age. 
Although Paul tried, he could not change his 
brother's mind. In 1921 he sold his farm to his 
nephew, Carl, and left for Russia with his family. 
He died a couple of years before Paul did while 
Marie died in the spring of 1964. 


ANGER, Car] and Anna 
Carl Gustav Langer and his brother Paul 
came to the Eckville district about 1902 from 
Estonia, They filed on homesteads about 1903, 
five and one half miles morth of Eckville on the 
east side of the road. Carl homesteaded the NW 
10-40-3-W5, and Paul on the SW 10-40-3-W5. 

‘Anna ‘Teener arrived, also from Estonia, a 
while later. Anna was a relative of the Kinna 
family. Her sister Emma Tomingas and John 
‘Tomingas family homesteaded a short distance 
west, across the Medicine River, later known as 
the Erie Bardenhagen place: Carl Langer and 
Anna were married about the year 1908. 

Up until this time Carl Langer worked to 
clear a little bit of land by hand and ax to try to 
get a start. This was done a little at a time, in 
between other jobs that he could get to have 
some income, as there was none from the farm. 

Some of the neighbors and he worked on the 
railroad off and on. A lot of the time at Banff and 
Kanaskis, where the railroad was being built at 
the time. Travelling by hand car from Banff 
where they were staying, to their work on 
building the railroad, and in the winter shovell- 
ing snow by hand to clear tracks that were 
drifted. Besides all this there were buildings of 
sorts started on the farm, all out of logs cut from 
the homestead. Farming started with two or 
three cows, chickens and maybe a pig, and even- 
tually horses, by which all the work was done. 

Horses were the most popular mode of work 
and travel. Once in a while a trip to town was 
done by democrat along a dusty winding road 
around every slough and pot hole on the way, and 
fording streams. Before the democrat and horse 
many trips to town had to be on foot. The 
democrat was also popular for outings such as a 
get together with neighbors or berry picking. 

‘Around the year 1908 Carl Langer and his 
brother Paul Langer purchased a steam engine 
and a threshing machine, by mortgaging their 
homesteads and everything else they owned, as 
there was very little cash available. This was the 
only machine for threshing in the area, and the 
farmers who had a crop had to cut it into bundles 
and put it in stacks in the fall. The threshing 
outfit went around to each farm and threshed the 
grain from the stacked bundles. 

‘The first few years of the Langer Brothers 
operation they threshed crops for the farmers all 






























Langer brother's threshing in winter of 1914 


winter long, all the way from Sylvan Lake to the 
Leedale area, moving the separator with the 
steam engine. When the snow got deep they had 
four or six Horses hitched to the front of the 
steam engine to help move it from farm to farm. 
With the help of some of the neighbors, who 
would go along and pitch bundles, haul grain 
and haul water and firewood for the steam 
engine. They kept on threshing till everybody's 
crops were threshed. The threshing from the 
bundle stacks required about eight men and 
when they threshed the bundles stooked in the 
fields it required about six to twelve teams of 
horses with bundle racks, two field bundle 
pitchers and two spike pitchers at the machine. 
The steam engineer was Paul Langer, who had 
to have a government qualified boiler 
engineer's certificate, the water hauling man, 
who usually handied the wood for fuel for the 
boiler and a separator man, Carl Langer, to set 
and adjust the threshing machine, a total of 
about eighteen to twenty men. Usually the outfit 
worked short handed as help wasn’t always 
available for a full crew. 

‘The separator was a new Case 28 inch 
machine, about $1208. The steam engine may 
have been a Sawyer Massey used steam tractor, 
about $500. Horses were worth about $100, cattle 
about $30, Threshing wages were about one 
dollar a day, and a dollar a day for a team of 
horses. As there was very little money to be had 
‘most of the work was done and paid by exchange, 
by doing a days work for a days work in 
return, or payment in grain or feed. A very 
neighborly feeling persisted and everybody 
pitched in and helped wherever it was needed. 
‘When the work was done they didn’t ask for pay, 
because there wasn’t any. Usually a thank you 
was all they got and usually were very happy and 
rewarded from the visit and the company of 
other people. 

‘A three furrow breaking plow was also 
purchased and some plowing was done with the 
steam engine, but this was not too succesful as it 
required a lot of help to operate and the land 












was cleared of brush by hand so the fields were 
too small for this type of operation. The steam 
engine threshing went on till about the year 1929, 
when Carl purchased a new Wallis gas tractor 
with extension wheels and steel lugs for $1240, 
which was used for threshing and other work. 
‘The steam engine was sold to Bill Dirsten for his 
lumber mill at the north end of Sylvan Lake. 

Horses were the most popular mode of work 
and travel up until then. Cari Langer, Fritz Kin- 
na and Charlie Raabls bullt a brush cutter that 
was drawn by about six horses. This made land 
clearing a little easier. The men had to build 
everything for this machine, even the cutter 
blade, They had to cut a saw-tooth edge on the 
cutter blade with chisels and hammers. 

‘These three men along with their neighbors 
were instrumental in building the first roads in 
thelr area with two horse slips and four horse 
slips or fresnos for moving the earth. Spade and 
shovel and ax cut trees from alongside the road 
for corduroy base in soft places in the road and 
for culverts. Roads usually had to be built 
around sloughs — the easiest route. There were 
also a few teams of oxen used in the road work, 
and seen travelling on the trail. One 
homesteader in the area had one horse and one 
oxen and he worked with this odd team for many 
years. 

In about 1920 a small Cletrac track tractor 
was purchased for farm work, but many a 
morning when the old Cletrac gas engine 
wouldn't start the horses were still there and 
more reliable at that stage of mechanical ma- 
chinery. 

In about the year 1917 an Everet touring car, 
with water proof removable or folding roof, 
removable curtains with celluloid windows, car- 
byde lamps for lights, running boards’ and 
vacuum tank for keeping a steady flow of gas 
was purchased, This may have been the first 
car in the district. 

‘The Langers were active in getting the Esto- 
nian school built and operating, for many years 












































‘Car Langer and his 1916 Evert Touring Ca. 








an institute of learning. It was located on the 
north east corner of the Langer land. Here the 
children of the district received thelr first lear- 
ning. They were also actively involved in the 
building and operation of the Estonian Hall as a 
community center 

‘The Eckville and Gilby Co-operative Co. Ltd. 
was registered as a company with limited liabi 
ty and a capital of $10,000 on September 17, 1912. 
The first Provisional Board of directors and the 
first seven share holders were: President — E. 
M. Matchett — farmer. Vice Pres. — Fritz Kinna 
— farmer. Sec. Treas. — Arthur E. F. Eckford— 
farmer. Director — Carl Langer — farmer. 
Director — R. Stopsen — farmer. Director — A. 
Rangen — farmer. Director — C. Kasper — 
farmer. Witnessed by Archibald Litt, Eckville, 
Alberta, who was the first manager. 

Carl and Anna Langer hada family of six sons, 
and one daughter; 

Paul Leonhard — farming in the district, was 
married to Velma Gyori on November 24, 1938. 
‘They had a family of two sons and two 
daughters. Beverly, Mrs. K. J. MeKenzle, is a 
teacher for the Calgary Board of Education. 
Paula works for the Alberta Government 
‘Telephones in Calgary. Kenneth farms in the dis- 
trict, Leslie passed away in 1964 and is buried in 
the Gilby cemetery. 

‘Arthur — operated a hardware business in 
Eckville for 28 years and installed and operated 
‘a coin laundry and car wash in the town. He is 
now retired. 

Robert — married Weema in 1938, had two 
sons and one daughter. Robert in British Colum- 
bia, married with two children; Myrna in British 
Columbia, married with one daughter; Gregory 
in Edmonton. Robert was in store business and 
real estate in British Columbia, now retired. 

William Richard — farming in the district 
with his brother on the original Langer 
homestead. 

Arvey — farming in the district on the 
original homestead. 

Laura — Mrs, Walter Olsen, living five miles 
south of Eckville. They have a daughter, Bar- 
bara, who works in a Doctor's office in Calgary, 
and a son, Barry, who is working overseas in the 
oil industry, and is presently in Scotland. 

Elmer — passed away in 1918. 

Carl, Anna and Elmer are buried in the Gilby 
Cemetery, which they also helped to locate and 
to start and maintain, along with their pioneer 
friends and neighbors. 

John Teener, Anna Langer’s father, 
homesteaded the'land now belonging to the 
Thubron family. John Teener reached the age of 
70 years in the 1920's and sold his land and 
retired, receiving a Government pension at the 
age of 70, which was at that time the grand sum 
of $8. per month. He was taken In by the Langer 
family and lived the rest of his life with them. He 
immigrated to this area from Estonia and was 
buried in the Gilby cemetery. 

















LANGER, PAUL 

‘Paul Langer arrived in Canada as an im- 
migrant around 1905, coming from Samerpalu, 
Voru, Estonia, Europe. He bought the SW 10-40. 
W5 from Mr. Paul Koot, who had acquired it as a 
homestead, but had decided to return to his 
native homeland to rejoin his family. His plans 
were changed in a hurry when he got to Red Deer 
and received a letter in the mail stating that his 
family was already on their way to Canada. Paul 
Langer also bought the adjoining SE 10-40-3.W5 
from the Armstrong brothers. About 1912 or 1913, 
he bullt a comfortable home on the first quarter 
of land he had bought. 

Paul married Lydia Perler and. they had a 
family of three girls: Erna, Alfina and Hazel. A 
son, Felix, died as an infant. (Lydia's history and 
that of their children is written under the 
heading of Peter Perler and Family.) 
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Mr. and Mes. Paul Langer, Erna, 
Langer’ ater. 


Paul was very active in community affairs, 
being one of the founding members of the 
Eckville Co-operative Association, a member of 
the U.F.A., and helped with acquiring the 
Eckville Mutual Telephone Association. He was 
also active with the Estonian school affairs, this 
school being located on his brother Carl's land. 
In any community project he was always a will 
ing helper. 

‘Paul and his brother Carl, who owned and 
lived on the N 10-40-3-W5, together owned and 
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Having on the Langer Farm, 


| operated a steam grain threshing outfit. Paul 
operated the steam engine and his brother was 
separator man. This was one of the first steam 
threshing outfits west of Red Deer at the time, 
and they threshed grain for farmers as far east 
as Sylvan Lake and many miles north, west and 
south of Eckville. They threshed, starting in the 
fall and continuing almost until spring, as 
farmers had smaller fields those days and had 
their grain cut into sheaves and stacked so that 
winter threshing was possible. Both Paul and 
Carl were very mechanically inclined and Carl 
was also a very good blacksmith. He had a good 
shop on his farm for their own use, which still ex- 
ists to some extent and is used by his sons. Minor 
repairs were no problem for Paul and Carl — 
they didn’t have to make the time-consuming 
| trip to Red Deer for repairs. All farming was 
done by horses in the early years and Paul raised 
and trained all his own horses. 
Paul liked fishing and he and his fishing 
| partner, Mr. Harry Thomas of the Gilby district 
| would take off with a team of horses and a sleigh 














with grain tank, also feed for horses and self to 
ice fish with nets at Buck Lake about seventy- 
| five or eighty miles to the north, returning about 
10 days later with several hundred pounds of 
jumbo white fish — not the small ones as are 
{| ‘caught today. The fish were frozen and packed in 





snow to keep, as there were no deep freezers in 
those days. 

Paul died in 1928 in the prime of life, just as 
many big changes were to take place in our coun- 
try and which would have Interested him very 
much, 

Lydia Langer’s Daughters: 

Era, the oldest, married Leonard Soerd and 
they have been farming south of Eckville in the 
Benalto-Evarts district since 1936. During the 
years 1948 to 1952 they lived in Eckville, where 
for those years Erna was in charge of the 
Eckville telephone office as chief operator. For 
the last year and a half Erna served as 
secretary-treasurer for the Eckville Mutual 
Telephone Association. When she decided to 
return to the farm she trained Mrs. Kit 
Armstrong, who replaced her, Besides being a 
farm wife Erna was a school bus driver for the 
County of Lacombe for 10 years, from 1967 to 
1977. Erna and Leo have three daughters, 
Doreen, Jeannie and Debby. A son, Johnny, died 
In 1947 at the age of five and an infant son died in 
1952. 

‘Their daughter, Doreen is living in Calgary. 
After receiving her education at Eckville and the 
Red Deer Composite High School she received 
her secretarial diploma from Mount Royal 
College in Calgary and is presently secretary for 
the Alberta Federation of Labor in Calgary. She 
married George Heath of Eckville in 1958 and 
they have two children, Valerie and Leonard, 
who presently are attending high school. 

Jeannie received her earlier education at 
Eckville, Benalto and Red Deer Composite. 
After receiving her B.Sc. degree in Medical 
Laboratory Science from the U. of A. she was 
employed in the Provincial Laboratory and also 
the U. of A. Hospital in Edmonton. She married 
William A. Brown of Ontario in 1963 and they are 
now farming in the Benalto district and have 
built up a very nice herd of Charolais cattle. 

Debra received her education at Eckville and 
the Red Deer Composite and graduated with a 
degree of “Bachelor of Social Work” from the 
University of Calgary. She is presently employed 

y the cliy of Edmonton in the Social Services 
department. She married James Murray of 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan in 1975 and they 
are making their home in Edmonton, 

‘Alfina (Alfeen), Lydia’s second daughter, 
took up hairdressing and operated her own beau- 
ty shops in Edmonton, Sylvan Lake and Eckville. 
She married Norman Forhan of Eckville and 
together they owned and operated Forhan’s 
Ready to Wear in Eckville for many years. 
Alfina passed away in December of 1975. 

Hazel, the third daughter, graduated as a 
nurse and after nursing for a few years married 
Harry Lindskog of Lacombe. They are now liv- 
ing in Red Deer where Harry operates his own 
business. They have two sons, Thomas and 
Douglas, and one daughter, Joan. Both boys 
have done very well in hockey, having received 




















































hockey scholarships of four years, attendance at 
Ann Arbor University in Michigan, U.S.A. While 
there they also played hockey in the college 
hockey league, which took them to all parts of 
the U.S.A. Tom graduated with a B.Sc. degree in 
biochemistry and is presently employed in 
Calgary by an oil company consultants firm. 
Doug, after having played hockey in Europe, 
decided to finish his education and is presently in 
his final year working for his Bachelor's degree 
in Commierce at the University of Calgary. 
‘Their daughter, Joan, after finishing high 
school, attends Red Deer College and is present. 
ly employed in the business department of 
AG.T. in Red Deer. She is a great lover of horses 
‘and has done very well in the equestrian classes, 
taking a number of prizes in the riding events, 


‘THE MATT LIKALA FAMILY 

‘Matt and Matilda Lilkala came over from 
Vaasa, Finland in 1909 and settled in 
Manyberries, Alberta on a half-section of 
homestead land. They had six children when 
they came from Finland — Femmi, Ivar, Hilda, 
Ike, Bill and Emil. While they lived at 
Manyberries Toivo was born in 1912 and Ed in 
1915, as well as two other boys who died as in- 
fants. 

Matt Liikala had a small blacksmith shop on 
his property and did work for everyone around 
Manyberries. His equipment was an old fanning 
mill case for a blower and a piece of railroad iron 
for an anvil. The other tools were all hand made. 

In 1924 Matt and Matilda moved to Frontier, 
Saskatchewan, taking Ike, Ivar, Emil, Tolvo and 
Ed with them. They rented land there and, as 
Matt had a blacksmith shop, Toivo and Bill 
started to learn the trade there at quite an early 
age. Bill and Tolvo also tanned hides and made 
saddles, bridles, chaps and lariats. There was a 
family in Leedale, Alberta who had one of these 
saddles a few years ago. Times were rough dur- 
ing those years, and everyone pitched in and did 
what he could. 

Matt Liikala passed away in 1926 in 
Saskatchewan, and Emil passed away in 1929, 
He died of a ruptured appendix, as it wasn’t easy 
to get to a doctor in those days. 

In 1934 Matilda Liikala, Bill, Toivo and Ed 
moved to Sylvan Lake. They lived there for only 
‘a few months before buying NE 35.39-3-W5 from 
the CPR. This land was seven miles north-east of 
Eckville and they moved there to make their 
home. Toivo and Bill had a small shop on the 
farm and did welding and blacksmith work as 
well as some farming. They also had a sawmill, 
and did custom work for people. They also built 
at least 16 sawmills for other people. 

Tn 1939 Bill went to work in a shop in town and 
worked there until 1944. He went into the sawmill 
business with Charlie Johnson on Reg Whillier's 
place west of Gilby for a while. Ed and Toivo 
were on the farm with thelr mother while Bill 

















was away. Toivo did shop work and Ed did 
mechanical work. 

‘There was just an old house on the farm when 
they bought it, so in 1941 they built a new house. 
Toivo did most of the building himself. In 1949 
‘Toivo and Bill started building a new shop on the 
farm — a bullding 32 feet by 62 feet. After it was 
finished they had a better place to work. The 
shop wasn't finished until after Bill had gone, so 
Tolvo did most of this building, too. 

In 1949 Ed married Violet Johnson and they 
moved across the road from the home place, and 
still are living there. They had four sons — 
Leslie, Richard, Leroy and Russel. None of the 
boys are married yet, and all are out working. 

‘In 1950 Toivo married Mary MacDonald, who 
had three children from a previous marriage. 
‘The children were Norman, David and Judy, and 
in 1954 Toivo and Mary had a daughter, Barbara. 
Norman is married to Jean Paoni and they have 
four children and reside in Oliver, B.C. David Is 
married to Donna Blair and they have five 
children and live in Rocky Mountain House. Judy 
married Maurice Charron and they live in 
Devon, Alberta. They have two children. Bar- 
bara married Raymond Ponto and they live at 
Worsley, Alberta and have two children. 

Bill also was married in 1950 to Hilja Huhtala, 
who had five children from a previous marriage. 
‘They had a daughter, Millie, who is married to 
James Posti and they are now living in Red 
Deer. The next youngest daughter, Helen, is 
married to Allan Posti, and they live in Eckville. 
The other three live in Saskatchewan. Another 
girl, Elaine, lives at the coast. After his 
marriage Bill moved to Eckville in 1950 and 
worked for Chester Kasha for about four years. 
They then moved to Rocky Mountain House 
where Bill worked for Wally Mottus for a few 
years, and then they moved to the coast. They 
‘came back to Eckville in 1965 and Bill worked in 
a shop again. He passed away in November of 
1975. Hilja now lives In Vancouver. 

Tolvo and Mary sold the farm in 1961 and 
bought an acreage at Eckville. Toivo went into 
partnership with Albert Ojala on a shop and they 
built up a good business. In 1966 Toivo sold his 
share of the shop to Albert. He and Mary then 
sold thelr property and moved to Oliver, B.C., 
where they bought an acreage. Toivo worked in a 
shop in Oliver for a year but then built his own 
shop on his own property, two miles north of 
Oliver and is still working in the shop five days a 
week and still enjoys i 

Femmi Liikala married Henry Kakkinen in 
Manyberries. Their two children were Toivo and 
Vivian, Henry Kakkinen passed away and a few 
years later Femmi and her son Toivo Kakkinen 
‘moved to the area northeast of Eckville. Femmi 
passed away in 1965 and Toivo passed away in 
1975. Vivian married Emil Stuber and they had 
‘three children. They still live In Manyberries. 

Hilda married Arthur Bodie and moved to 
Minnesota, U.S.A. They had four children — 








Wilbert, Fred, Vivian and Russel. Both Hilda 
and Arthur have passed away. 

Ivar Liikala married Aino Lahtinen in Fron- 
tier, Saskatchewan and they lived there until 
moving to Port Kells, B.C. Ivar passed away in 
the early 1940's. They had two daughters, Wilma 
an Edna, who are both married and live at the 
coast. Their mother, Aino, is still living there. 

Ike married Celia Julha in 1929 in Medicine 
Hat, then moved to Minnesota, U.S.A. and from 
there to Laurel, Montana where they still reside, 
Ike was a railroad engineer for 26 years. They 
have a daughter, Maida, who is married and 
lives in Dickinson, North'Dakota, U.S.A., and a 
daughter, Lillian, who is married and lives in 
Libby, Montana, U.S.A. 

‘Mrs, Matilda Lilkala was a midwife while liv- 
ing in the Manyberries area, and helped to bring 
many babies into the world. She passed away at 
Eckville in the mid-1950's. 


LITKALA, WILLIAM AND HILJA 

Bill was born on September 4, 1904. Hilja was 
born on April 29, 1910 at Manyberries. In 1935 
Bill, his mother and two brothers, Toivo and Ed, 
moved to the Eckville district, purchasing the 
NE 1-40-3-W5. This quarter was formerly owned 
by the Harold Flanky family. 

Bill was a blacksmith by trade (a very good 
one, I’m told), so he opened a shop on the farm. 
‘The neighborhood farmers could always rely on 
Bill to repair their machinery. 

In 1950, Bill and Hilja (Mickelson) Huhtala 
were married. They were blessed with three 
daughters, Elaine, Helen and Millie. The girls 
took their schooling in Vancouver, Rocky Moun- 
tain House, and Eckville, This is where Bill 
worked in a blacksmith shop. 

Elaine is Mrs. Tadosuuk of Red Deer, Alber- 
ta. Helen is now Mrs. Allen Posti. She owns 
Helen's Beauty Shop in Eckville. Millie, Mrs. 
Jim Posti, is also a hairdresser. 

Bill passed away in 1975 at the age of Tl years, 
and is buried in the Eckville Cemetery. Hilja 
resides in Vancouver, B.C. 


LUOMALA HISTORY — By Aune Parkka 
John Emil Luomala, was born in Teuva 
‘Vaasanlavi Suomi (Finland) in 1880. At the age 
of 21 years he was converted to Christ in a Salva- 
tion Army meeting and came to North America 
in 1901. He settled in Quincy, Massachusetts, 
U.S.A. from where his brother also came. 
First he worked in a granite rock-cutting and 
polishing firm. In 1905 he entered Lay College in 
Quincy, Massachusetts for three years to 
prepare for the ministry of the Gospel, His first 
pastorate was in Thomaston, Maine, U.S.A., with 
preaching points also In Longcove, Maine and 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. In 1910 he made a 
preaching tour that took him across the country 
to Winlock, Washington State, U.S.A. In 1911 he 
came back by Toronto, Ont. and remained to 
Pastor the Finnish congregation. He was or- 
dained in the Knox Presbyterian College in 1916, 
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Alma Konni was born in Keurie, Suoml in 1875 
and In the turn of the century came to Canada 
along with many relatives. They were nearly all 
tailors by occupation. A cousin, Adiel 
Saaremaki, was Finnish Consul for many years. 
Alma attended the Finnish College in Hancock, 
Michigan, U.S.A. for about one term in 1909, 
About 14 years later we learned that our 
neighbor, Mrs. Mary Hoglund, had also attended 
the same college a year or so earlier and her pic- 
ture was in the College history book. She was 
then Mary Anderson. Alma went back to Finland 
to start a match factory, which failed, so she 
returned to Toronto in 1913, just missing passage 
on the Titanic. 

John Luomala and Alma Konni met and were 
married in July, 1912. A daughter was born in 
September, 1913, Aune Elizabeth. Another 
daughter, Ina Johanna, was born on March 13, 
1915. 

Ih 1917 we moved to Troy, New Hampshire, 
U.S.A. where Father pastored the 
Congregational Church among the Finnish peo- 
ple. Milford was also included and it was there 
that son, John Rufus, was born on May 4, 1917. 

On July 19, 1919 we came to Alberta, Canada, 
to Eckville, where Father accepted the pastoral 
duties among the Finnish Presbyterians in 
Kuusamo, Brightview and Manyberries. Young 
Peoples Hall, three miles east of Eckviile, was 
the building used for services. We first arrived at 
Reikki’s home for a few days. Many were the 
happy visits that we had there, along with some 
thrilling rides we had in Esther’s car. This was 
an open car so some rides were cold. We also en- 
joyed listening to Sadie playing the piano. One 
piece, particularly, which was “‘in the Sweet Bye 
and Bye” with variations. 

Afterwards we were at Toivonen’s and for 
some reason, Mother and we children walked the 
half-mile to the parsonage that was located two 
miles east of Eckville. It seemed like a long, long 
country half-mile for us, this first view of our 
new home. We often went to Tolvonens for sauna 
and we had so much fun. Mrs. Lempi Tolvonen's 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Maki, and the 
Viitalas were friends we visited often. In fact the 
first birthday present of a box of chocolates I 
remember getting was from Mrs. Maki and she 
rode horseback four and one-half miles to buy it. 
It was my seventh birthdas 

In 1921 Father bought 13 lots in Sylvan Lake, 
thinking to build and move closer to a school for 
the girls. But we lived with August Staudinger’s 
that winter and were close to school as it was 
almost behind the school. However, when spring 
holidays came, we moved back to the parsonage 
and were taken the three miles to Saima school 
and then later drove a single horse and cutter. At 
this time the plano was sold to Martha Isaacson. 
Mother had taught me the notes when I was 
seven. My sister and I had also learned to read 
and write Finnish before we learned any English 
at school, We used to enjoy our visits to the Nick 
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Isaacsons, too, for there were children our age, 
particularly Helen, Mary and Isaac. They had a 
wooden horse swing we enjoyed, as well as the 
lake. They were a hard-working family, hauling 
‘wood for fire wood and selling it in Sylvan Lake. 
‘They also raised acres of potatoes for sale, 1 
remember that tragic night when Mrs. Isaacson, 
the mother, was taken by ambulance to the 
hospital where she died, leaving Mary and Isaac, 
the youngest children, only four and two years 
old. Then Martha came from Finland, a fine 
looking lady, and married Nick and mothered 
the family of four that were still home. 


In 1923 Father bought a quarter section of 
very hilly and muskeg-covered land from a Moro 
family who went to Russia. So in the spring, at a 
very muddy time, we moved. Father drove one 
team with a load and I drove another team and 
load behind him along a trail that wound around 
trees and steep hills and muskegs. It was an un- 
forgettable and frightful experience for me to 
see the horses claw and struggle so desperately 
to pull the load up such muddy and steep hills, 
Also, the road tilted so steeply that it seemed as 
though we would be dumped, but we never were. 
This move to the farm was an unforgettable ex- 
perience for all of us. The home was a one-room 
log cabin which was old. Garter snakes were 
everywhere — one even curling around a flower- 
pot on the windowsill and falling down the wall 
between the logs and the beaver board that was 
our kitchen corner. The following year we had 
pigs running loose and that is when the snakes 
disappeared, with only occasionally one scen in 
the raspberry patches we earnestly picked every 
summer. We also picked wild strawberries, high- 
bush cranberries and blueberries some years. 
Sometimes some of us got a ride to pick low-bush 
cranberries west of Rocky Mountain House. My 
sister and I always got the cows home, going 
with bare feet all summer, from a section of 
C.P.R. land with heavy bush and a section of 
school land, Also we all were hard at work at 
haying time, making hay out of the slough 
grasses. 

















‘That first summer we moved onto the farm, 
Father was sorely tried. At a very rainy time 
Father was flat on his back with lumbago. Dur- 
ing the heaviest rain all our five horses ran 
away. My sister and I tried to look for them, but 
the forests were too strange and fearful for us to 
venture very far. Father started looking for 
them when he was still not well, but we never 
found them. He still tried to preach but the farm 
took much time and energy, so this part of his life 
became a now-and-then thing for the rest of his 
life. 

After struggling with steep hills, he thought 
he'd like a farm that was level and nearly open 
and so he purchased the quarter section that 
‘Saima school was on. So we were again going to 
Salma school after two years at Estonian school. 
‘At this time we boarded the school teacher, Miss 
‘Atsinger, for one term. We girls were the 
Janitors then. Miss Atsinger went to school early 
and usually made the fire. Very nice! In the 
meantime Mr. and Mrs. Ensign were renting and 
living on our hilly farm and their nephew, Ray, 
helped father clear some brush. However, after 
two years Father gave up this farm and we 
moved back to the hills. So we were going to 
Estonian school agai 

This time we didn’t go into the log house, as 
Father bought and moved a newer log house 
from Mr. Kandelen. This was moved from across 
the road from Saimi school onto the same knoll 
on which we used to live. Father made an up- 
stairs on it and soon moved a bathhouse on the 
north side for a kitchen, and still later a log addi- 
tion to the west side, for another bedroom. So as 
the family was growing so was the house, and 
eventually we had a lot of room. 

It was about this time that radios were com- 
Ing into the homes, so Father bought a two-piece 
Westinghouse radio so we could listen to William 
Aberhart every Sunday afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. 
Nelson and Eunice Wells came often to hear him, 
too, at our place. In 1929 Father sent Aune to the 
Prophetic Bible Institute, which was now two 
years old, for one term. Ernest Manning was one 
of the teachers. Ina took grade ten in Eckville, 
first riding horseback and then she boarded at 
Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins’. She finished high school 
in Dickson. 

‘The winter of 1930 and 1931 was an open, mild 
and snowless winter. Then in March it was hot 
and sultry. The sky was red with clouds and 
smoke from forest fires west of Rocky Mountain 
House, so the sunshine was like a full eclipse. At 
five o'clock one afternoon a very fierce wind 
suddenly came up so you couldn't see-any dis- 
tance for dust and straw flying. It turned into 
snow, and snow fell for many days, making the 
month of March a real winter month. The follow: 
ing summer there was no wild fruit to pick. 

In 1933 Aune and Andrew Parkkari were 
married and living west of Innisfail in the Gor- 
don school district. Then in 1935 they moved onto 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Nelson’s quarter section 











































which they had purchased a year earlier. The 
farm location is SE 12-40-3-W9. Their son, An- 
drew Douglas, was born in October, 1937. In 
January, 1945, their daughter, Nancy Ann, was 
born, 

In the fall of 1945 Mr. Lachlan Maclean began 
services in the neighborhood and the following 
year the church known as Sunshine Gospel Mis- 
sion was built. In the spring of 1949 we attended 
church at Eckville in Covlin's home by the 
Church of the Nazarene, and a year later helped 
build that church in Eckville. The first pastor 
there was Russell Quantz,and two other brothers 
have also pastored there. We attended church 
there for 20 years. 

‘Around this time brother Jack and friends, 
Charlie and Art Bott and Gloria Lapp were heard 
on CKRD radio, singing western songs and 
hymns once a week for a year. 

In 1939 there was a young minister, Alex 
Koski, who came now and then to hold church 
services among the Finnish people and about 
this time also was a young lady, Jenny Ecola, 
who held services. There were other ministers 
for shorter periods of time. 

Alex at first walked, then he got places with a 
bieyele and then by horseback. Eventually he 
graduated to an open car of antique vintage. Jen- 
ny Ecola graduated from the Camrose Lutheran 
College in 1940, 

In October of 1956 Father was hospitalized, 
and was there for two weeks before passing 
away on November 9. Four years later, in 
‘March, Mother passed away in 1961. Three years 
later Andrew passed away very suddenly on Oc- 
tober 9, 1964. Aune sold the farm in 1972 moving 
to Sylvan Lake in May of 1973. 

Ina and her husband, Art Lockrem, live at 
eagle Hill, 18 miles west of Olds, and Jack and 
his wife, Barbara, live at Trout Creek, 
Summerland, B.C. 











MacKENZIE, SIMON AND KATE — by Kate 
MacKenzie 

We were farming in the East Coulee district 
during the very dry years and our crops were 
very poor, so we decided to move to the Eckville 
disirict. On May 10, 1936 Simon, myself and our 
two small sons crossed on the ferry at East 
Coulee (we had waited two weeks for the ice to 
g0). We loaded all our belongings in a big truck 
and started on our journey. There were only dirt 
trails at that time and it was very dark when we 
reached the Estonian School. The road was very 
wet from the spring runoff and we got stuck; we 
had to walk the rest of the way, carrying what 
bedding we needed and the two boys between us 
and the truck driver. It was quite a shock the 
next morning to see the sux shining through 
every crack in the walls of the shack that was to 
be our home. With the ald of our good friend, Joe 
Marshall, who ran a hardward store at that time, 
we got tar paper and lining for the inside and by 
fall we were Very snug and ready for winter. 


sm 


For the first while, it was very lonesome for 
me. Thad never lived'in the bush and had never 
been very far from home. One afternoon a knock 
came at the door and there stood two little girls. 
‘They greeted us and told us their names were 
Phyllis Palm (now Erickson) and Sylvia 
Mickelson. They said they Just dropped in on 
their way home from school to welcome us to 
their district. It made us feel very welcome in- 
deed. In a short while we got to know our closer 
neighbors and came to enjoy their wonderful 
sauna baths. It seemed everyone had one, as 
there was no plumbing in those days. At that 
time our neighbors were: the Lapps, Tolonens, 
Stenvigs, Newmans, Jack Wuorl, ’Hoglunds, 
Luomalas, Parkkaris, Langers, Moos, Pontos, 
Palms, John Lepisto, Scowens, Andy Harvilow 
and August Pihooja. 

We were very busy as there were only 25 
acres cleared on our quarter. Simon, with the 
help of the boys and myself, cleared a lot by 
hand, He would grub the roots and fell the trees, 
cut the branches, which we would pile and then 
bum. These were good years, and we eventually 
added a girl and a boy to our family. The 
children all went to the Estonian School and after 
Grade 8, they were bused to Eckville. Simon was 
a blacksmith by trade and was able to make an 
extra dollar now and then shoeing horses and 
sharpening plow shares and axes. Money was 
very. scaree but we managed. In 1939, along 
came the war and Simon was gone for five long 
years. I stayed on the farm and with the help of 
‘our good neighbors, and with the sewing circle to 





‘Simon and Kate MacKenzie Family. Duncan, Billy and Marge. 
‘Simon holding Davi 








help pass the time, we managed. We rented out 
the farm land, but continued to milk cows and 
raise pigs. After the war things continued to be 
tough, but we were able to get a better house and 
more land, and raised our family until they were 
ready to be on their own. 

Duncan married Shirley Emmett and they 
have three children. They are now living in 
Calgary. 

Margie married Noel Stevenson. They have a 
boy anda girl, and are living just outside Red 

Bill and Dave took over the home place, and 
we are semi-retired, enjoying camping’ and 
fishing out west every chance we get. We really 
have seen changes from 1936 to 1977. We now 
have paved roads, plumbing, in all the houses, 
phones, two stores to buy groceries in Eckville, 
hardware, drug store and the hope of a new 
hospital with there already being a lovely lodge 
for the senior citizens. All in all, Eckville has 
been a good place to live and raise a family. 


MACKIE, GABRIEL 

In 1905, Mr. Gabriel Mackie arrived in 
Eckville from Butte, Montana, and after 
building a log cabin sent for his wife, daughter 
Katherine Lempi (who later married Pete 
Tolvanen) and infant son Bill. They 
homesteaded on a farm four and one half miles 








Gabriel Mackie Family, Daughter Lempt Katherine, Maria 
Mackie, Gabriel Mackie and small daughter. 





northeast of Eckville in an area that was quite 
hilly, with lots of trees, and some sloughs. 
‘Therefore, grain farming’ was limited and the 
main source of income came from dairy, 
livestock, poultry and eggs. ‘There was a good 
crop of hay from the marshlands bordering the 
sloughs and the wooded area made excellent 
pastures. 

Building of roads in this area was quite a 
problem, especially near the sloughs, and the 
only way to keep vehicles from sinking out of 
sight was to build a road bed and then lay small 
logs across this and cover it with a shallow layer 
of soil. This type of road was called corduroy. 

Bill was a proud owner of a new Model T Ford 
in the mid 1920's. Driving in that area was 
limited to dry weather only, because if it rained, 
it was impossible to get up the numerous hills 
and through the marshland areas. 

Bill also built his own radio set which was 
battery operated and had a loud speaker and was 
one of the very few residents to have one, 
Consequently, Saturday evening was a good op- 
portunity for the neighbors and friends to come 
over for a sauna, visit, and partake of coffee and 
goodies and listen to the unbelievable wonder of 
the radio. To the amazement of all, it was able to 
bring in stations as far away as Salt Lake City 
(SL), Denver (KOM) and Mexico on occasions. 








‘Reino and Bill Mackie building out of logs. 


Another son Reino was born on the homestead 
in 1907. Both Mr. and Mrs. Gabriel Mackie 
passed away in 1927 and Bill and Reino continued 
the farming operation. Bill later decided to work 
as a carpenter until the early 1940’s when he 
moved to Vancouver Island, B.C. He later moved 
to Vancouver where he retired and still resides. 

Relno continued farming until the 1940's when 
he made the decision to sell the farm to Mr. and 
Mrs. Mike Rauman and then moved to Van- 
couver. While there, he married Flo Mitzner 
and they later retired to Vancouver where Reino 
passed away in 1973. Flo still resides in Van- 
couver. 











‘Avie Mackle with Dorothy and Ray Toivanen 


MADDEN, BOB AND HAZEL — by Hazel 
‘Madden 

We bought the Gilby Store in June 1974 and 
sold in September 1977, to go farming northeast 
of Rimbey. 

After Bob had worked 18 years for the city of 
Calgary, 11 as foreman, we acquired a quarter- 
section north of Lesileville in 1968 and farmed for 
five years. 

We have three girls which includes a set of 
twins, They are Pauline married to Neil Godlon: 
ton, who is with Calgary Power at Rimbey. Their 
children are Travis, Troy and Karen. Charlotte 
is married to Lyle Attwood. They and their 
children, Brent and Trisha, live in Calgary. 
Louise Schulthess also lives in Calgary. 

Standing alone on a country road was the 
Gilby Store. From this stemmed the friendly, 
helpful and’ appreciated attitude of those who 
shopped there. Something only found in a rural 
community. 

‘The most pleasing thing that comes to mind 
are the visits from people coming to the store. 
‘They didn’t rush in, buy something and rush out 
but would take a few minutes to chat with us. 
‘Then there were the times there would be a 
meeting at Gilby Hall. Some early arrivals 
would gather, in the store, to wait for the hall to 
open. Winter would find them standing over the 
floor register to get warm. Often, when folks had 
visitors they would take time to bring them to the 
store and introduce them to us. Tourists, who 
stopped to shop, would always come to see us 
when in the vicinity. There wasn’t a day passed 
but the store was filled with laughter caused by 
someone's amusing anecdotes and experiences. 

We cannot forget the children whom we 
thought the world of. We saw them as babies and 
by the time we left most of them were tall enough 
to show their beaming faces over the counter. 
I've lost count of the number of babies I’ve had 


the pleasure of weighing on the scales. We were 
always pleased to give each new baby born a box 
of Pampers which was a delight to the mothers. 

Gilby Store was a gas station selling gas, bull: 
oil and propane. It was also a general store sel. 
ing groceries, drugs, hardware and mis. 
cellaneous clothing. We introduced novelties and 
‘T-shirts with ‘GILBY’ and a picture of an ofl 
pump printed on them. These proved popular 
and we were told of a T-shirt being seen in Japan, 

‘The joy and pleasure we experienced the 
short while we ran Gilby Store, no words can ex 
plain. 


MATIISEN, ALFRED 

Alfred Matiisen arrived in Canada in June of 
1929, He worked for three years on the farms in 
central and southern Alberta. He arrived in 
Eckville in the fall of 1932. Here he worked on the 
farm of John Moro. 

In 1933 Alfred married Amanda Moro, and 
they bought their first farm, S 21-40-3-W5 in 1934 
from Edward Moro. To this they added later the 
NW 27-39-3-W5 and the NW 3339-3.W5. They 
farmed until 1970, when they rented thelr farm 
and retired to Summerland, B.C. There they 
spend the summer months. The winter is spent in 
their home in Hawail, 





MATHSEN, ARNOLD AND SALME, 

‘Arnold and Salme Matiisen immigrated to 
Canada from their native Estonia in the summer 
of 1937. After a brief stay in Mundare, Alberta, 
they came to the Eckville district in 1940. They 
bought a half section in the Lockhart district 
where they farmed for three years. 

In 1943, they came back to Eckville to their 
present farm the SW 22-40-3-W5 and NW 15-40-3- 
|W purchased from Martin Gilbertson, 

Their two children, Tina and Rein, grew up on 
this farm and both attended Eckville School and 
the U of A in Edmonton. Tina received her BA 
degree in history and later received a master of 
iibrary science degree from McGill Universit 
‘Montreal. She is presently employed as the head 
of Readers’ Services with the National Museums 
of Canada in Ottawa. 

Rein took his last two high school years at 
Lindsay Thurber Composite High School in Red 
Deer and attended the U of A in Edmonton. He 
received his B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees in civil 
engineering. He is married and lives in Edmon- 
ton. 

Although retired from active farming, the 
‘Matiisens still make their home on the farm. 








MATTEUS, ADAM AND ANNA — by Erna Doig, 
a Daughter 

‘Adam and Anna Matteus were early pioneers 
of the Eckville district. Their lives began in 
Estonia, a small country on the Baltie Sea. The 
closest city was Tartu, 

‘Anna's father, a government forest warden, 
was clubbed and robbed while delivering & 














payroll. His team of horses turned the shay 
around on their own, and brought him home. He 
recovered consciousness, but never recovered 
from the blow. This left Maria Sonnotar a widow 
with five daughters and a son. Although she 
received a small government grant she was not 
able to raise all the children at home, and Anna 
was raised by foster parents, Because of her 
heritage she was entitled to four winters of 
schooling, and thus learned to read and write, 
That was a status that very few women hoped to 
attain In those times. 

‘Adam was the oldest son of a land owner and 
was in line to inherit the land. He also was able to 
read and write. He had met Anna and decided 
she was to be his wife, so lost no time in courting 
and winning her hand. At 17 years of age Anna 
was married to Adam and began her married life 
in his crowded family home, a home that 
sheltered five other families. The land, about 12 
acres, had every inch under cultivation to keep 
food on the table. Anna found it hard to adjust to 
this crowded life. She was a tiny woman, only 
four feet ten inches tall, but she was’ very 
courageous and determined not to let anything in 
life put her down. 

‘At the tum of the century, on December 26, 
1900, their first son was born. He was named 
‘August and two years later, on September 23, his 
brother Elmer was born. Adam had to leave his 
bride to finish two years of military service in 
Russia, This training was compulsory and there 
was no way to avoid it. Rumors of Russla prepa 
ing for war were the deciding factor in Adam's 
decision to immigrate to Canada. His military 
training would certainly require him to fight for 
Russia, and, as a peaceful farmer, he chose to 
take his family to the new land of plenty that his 
friend, Henry Kingsep, had chosen. Mr. 
Kingsep's glowing letters’ assured him that In 
Canada he could acquire a quarter section of free 
land from the government and that by making 
the improvements required would, in time, gain 
full title to the land with no cash payment in- 
volved. 

In 1905 Adam, his wife and family, along with 
his sister Leene and her husband, August Pihoo- 
ja, and their daughter Hilda made the ocean 
crossing. The sea was rough; there was sea- 
sickness, poor food, overcrowding, lack of 
sanitation, and numerous quarrels and much 
bickering amongst the many nationals aboard. 
Still, the ocean voyage was something to live 
forever in their memories. Above all, land was 
the most welcome sight, 

Setting foot on Canadian soil was a boost to 
their spirits and their hopes ran high as they 
crossed the vast continent by train to Red Deer. 
‘That was the terminal, the end of the steel. They 
were fascinated by the vast tracts of empty land, 
80 different from Estonia, where a small plot 
was like a pot of gold. 

‘The last 45 miles to Henry Kingsep’s 
homestead was travelled in a hired ox cart. The 























new immigrants wondered how the driver could 
{find his way, but he wound around forests of cot- 
tonwood and aspen, where here and there a 
wheel track showed. There were no roads. 

‘Their first winter in Canada was spent with 
their friend. In the spring Adam found what he 
believed to be a sultable homestead. It turned out 
to be northeast of Gilby, but there was no Gilby 
there at that time. After making a makeshift 
shelter, they spaded up enough land to have an 
ample garden. In that fresh, rich soll their gar- 
den responded well. By always working together 
they managed to dig a cellar where the 
vegetables could be stored for the winter. 

‘On part of the homestead there were spruce 
and tamaracks and they cut down enough of the 
bigger timbers to build themselves a one-room 
cabin before winter set in again. The cabin had a 
sod roof and earthen floor and the logs were 
caulked with moss and clay. A stove was made of 
rocks, which were plastered with clay. This was 
used for cooking, heating and baking. A heavy 
table and a few benches were shaped from logs. 
Also the beds were shaped from logs and the 
pieces were held together with wooden dowels. 
‘The mattress bags were filled and stuffed plump 
with dried, fresh hay. To Adam and Anna this 
was luxury — a home of their own! Tt had taken 
work from the first gray streaks of dawn to the 
last sliver of light in the evening to accomplish 
the task, but they felt like a king and a queen. 

In one corner sat a big barrel of sauerkraut; 
in the cellar enough root vegetables to put them 
through perhaps until the new potatoes came in 
next summer; some dried wild berries, and plen- 
ty of wild meat. Rabbits were so numerous they 
were easily snared along their runways. Grouse 
roosted in trees around the cabin and just after 
‘twilight, with a long pole, they could be knocked 
down and killed. Their’ meat was even more 
delicious than that of the domesticated chicken. 
Prairie chickens were even plumper and nicer 
eating but they were difficult to get, as they were 
more flighty, although they all had very little 
fear of man, 

‘The most annoying creatures were the 
coyotes. There were so many of them it seemed 
like the forests around the cabin were filled with 
them. When they started howling at night they 
were weird and frightening. These slinky 
creatures stole one of Anna’s three chickens 
from right under her nose. These three chickens 
and one rooster she was guarding almost with 
her life. She outwitted the coyotes by keeping the 
chickens within the rising walls of the cabin 
while it was being built. Even when the family 
moved In, the chickens had one corner of the 
cabin until they finished the coop, a dugout in a 
bluff shored with logs and made warm and 
coyote-proof. This was finished the first 
summer. For her efforts, Anna had twenty new 
chickens, which meant eggs on the table and 
some left over to sell. 

‘That summer Adam made three trips on foot 





to Red Deer, each time bringing back a 100. 
pound bag of flour, dried prunes, and leaf tobac- 
‘coon his back, Anna was annoyed that he wasted 
packing space with his leaf tobacco, but there 
was mail from Estonia and, since Adam enjoyed 
his smoking, she forgave him, 

That winter, even in the deep snow, they 
cleared an acre of land. In the spring they dug it 
up with spades and sowed it to rye, After the gar- 
den was sown Adam went to Banff to work on a 
canal. Anna, with the two boys, gathered in a 
wood pile large enough to do for the coming 
winter; tended the garden; and raised more 
chickens, 

Anna was afraid of the roving bands of In- 
dlans. Her contact with them came much later 
when she had a cow and was milking. Three little 
brown faces were watching her from behind a 
bush. She gave them a bucket of milk, and they 
vanished like comets. Next time they came back 
with a bucket of berries in exchange for milk. 
‘The Indians never harmed her. 

In the fall Anna harvested the rye, cutting it 
down with a hand scythe and binding it with 
straw into small sheaves. When the sheaves 
were dry and cured, she pounded the kernels out. 
She removed the chaff by holding a basket of 
grain high over her head and shaking it out In 
small amounts. The wind blew away the chaff 
and the clean kernels fell on a bed sheet, then 
gathered up to use. The yleld was good, but the 
‘work was horrendous! 

‘Adam returned from work in Banff with a 
team of oxen and a two-wheeled cart, also a 
metal plow share. Now, instead of Just hand tools 
and human muscle, there was oxen power; a 
promise for a faster move forward on the farm. 

As the number of animals increased, so did 
the family, with the following additions: Linda, 
born November 7, 1907; Felix, born in 
November, 1909; Erna, born in April, 1911; Ar- 
nold, born July 22, 1913; Herbert, born on June 
13, 1919; and on April 22, 1922 a son, Robert. All 
these births took place without a doctor. 

With more mouths to feed and the need for 
hay for the livestock, in 1910 Adam purchased a 
quarter section of land with the Medicine River 
flowing and winding through it. Another house 
was built — this time a three-room log dwelling 
with two rooms for living and the third for 
storage and a pantry. A slab-board floor and 
shingle roof — this provided a house that did the 
family until after World War I. 

Tt was an early and accepted custom that 
anyone could claim a hay meadow on unoccupied 
land by cutting the first swath of hay around it. 
Henry Kina, living just down the river from 
‘Adam, had cut a swath around every meadow, 
Cutting was done by hand with a scythe and 
Henry couldn’t cut all the hay he had claimed. 
‘This made Adam angry, so he bought the land, 
even though it meant two places to work and the 
farms were two miles apart as the crow flies. 

For Anna this division was a strain that 





sapped her health. Carting the little ones back 
and forth between the two properties and leaving 
the older children to fend for themselves 
throughout the day meant both hardship and 
heartache. There were still no roads; no real 
bridges; just the raw wilderness and the rich soil 
waiting’to be broken and cultivated. 

‘The Estonlan immigrants settied mainly 
along the banks of the Medicine River Valley. It 
was a very close-knit, co-operative settlement 
and, working hand In hand, their ac- 
complishments were many. Despite the struggle 
to survive, education was a top priority. Carl 
Langer donated the land for the first school from 
his centrally located farmland. With collective 
efforts the schoolhouse was built — a large 
classroom complete with cloak rooms and a 
teacher's room. Homemade desks and a wood 
and coal heater were installed and a water foun- 
tain that had to be filled each day from the hand 
pump in the schoolyard. So intense was the in- 
terest in education that a pact was made that 
each family should try to educate one child as a 
teacher. Their efforts in this commitment were 
outstanding. Six of the founding families did 
produce a teaching member, among them 
August, the first born son of Adam and Anna. 

‘The next co-operative effort was the pioneer 
Estonian Hall. This was to become the centre for 
social events. 

‘At Christmas time an ale was brewed from 
dried bread crumbs, sugar, raisins, and other in- 
gredients. Every family brought something; 
baking of all sorts, and a must was the glazed 
braided bread and huge rings of boiled blood 
sausages. Some small gifts and apples were 
passed out by Santa to all the children. These 
were all great luxuries, 

At Easter, egg boxing was the custom. The 
person with the hardest-shelled egg who broke 
the most eggs was the winner. This was done 
with beautifully decorated eggs. 

After August became a teacher he changed 
the Bible name of Mateus from the Estonian 
spelling to Matthews, the English spelling. After 
that the growing family became known as the 
Matthews family. 

Besides teaching, August tuned pianos and 
taught singing to the school children, Among his 
activities he had two prize-winning stories 
accepted by “True Story”, a MacFadden 
Publication, 

Elmer was inventive. He made a water wheel 
on the river with a long drive shaft that turned 
his mother's washing machine. He built a 
phonograph that earned him the nickname of 
“Nir. Edison”. He also made his own radio when 
radios first came into the country. His biggest 
community service was the barbed wire phone 
system he installed 

‘All of the Matthews family were ill in the 
epidemic of 1918, but there were no deaths in the 
family. 

In 1920 August and Elmer went to Nordegg to 

















work in a lumber camp. Pooling thelr earnings 
from this along with their father’s, the new and 
permanent home was built. A full basement, two 
storey structure was finished in time for Robert 
to be born in, in 1922. He was the last child in the 
family of eight children, and this home served all 
of the family until they left home. 

Anna’s mother, still in Estonia, lived to the 
ripe old age of 96 years, outliving all of her fami- 
ly with the exception of Anna. Anna had hoped to 
bring her to Canada, but there was never the 
money to spare. Anna, worn out with work, was 
laid to rest at the age of 55 years, in the Gilby 
cemetery. 

‘Adam remained a widower and sold the home 
farm to his son Arnold. He lived out his remain- 
ing years with his youngest son, Robert, and his 
family in Eckville, At the age of 78 years Adam 
was laid to rest beside his wife in the Gilby 
cemetery, where so many of the brave and 
courageous pioneers rest. 


MATTHEWS, HERBERT WILFRED 

Herbert Wilfred Matthews was born at Gilby, 
Alberta, in June 1919 where he grew up on the 
family farm. 

In August 1941, he was united in marriage to 
Estelle May Mason who was born at Hespero, 
Alberta, in September 1924. To this union were 
born six children. Shirley Yvonne May was born 
in August 1942, married Leonard Joseph Dinning 
in August 1964. Leonard was born in Drumheller 
in March 1924. They have three children, Barrie 
Adam, Leonard James and Paul Joseph. They 
reside in Edmonton. 

Bobbie Wilfred was born at Dawson Creek, 
B.C. in November 1943. He married Johanna 
Wilhemina Vanderpolder in April 1972. They 
were divorced in 1972 and Bobbie married Debra 
Reber in Edmonton, in June, 1973. They have two 
children Tina Louise and’ Tanya Ann. They 
reside at Busby, Alberta. 

Barrie Chester Adam was born at Rocky 
‘Mountain House in September 1945 and deceased 
in December 1945, 

Sharon Janet was born at Red Deer, Alberta, 
in September 1947. She married Gerald Arthur 
Kochii in Edmonton in August 1975. Gerald was 
born at Daysland, Alberta, in August 1941. They 
have one daughter Corinne Sharon and reside at 
Nisku, Alberta. 

Brian Garry was born at Red Deer in 
December 1949 and is engaged to Darlene 
‘Marion Waldren. He resides at Lacombe. Gail 
Eileen was born at Lacombe in December 1958. 
She married Gary Robert White in September 
1977. Gary was born at Hardisty, Alberta. They 
presently reside at Mulhurst, Alberta. 

Herbert Wilfred worked on road construction 
for the County of Lacombe for several years and 
passed away in March 1974, Estelle resides in 
Lacombe, Alberta. 





MEMORIES OF THE PIONEER ESTONIAN 
SCHOOL — by Mrs. John M. Tipman 

‘The Estonian School, in the Municipal 
Disirict of Lacombe, came into existence 
because of the need of the children of the majori- 
ty of the Estonian-speaking pioneers who had 
settled by the Medicine River. Their older 
children were already nearing thelr teens and 
had had no schooling whatever, as there had 
been no school close by. So, in order to have their 
children educated and learn the language of 
Canada, that Is, English, a school had to be built. 
A suitable spot was selected In the middle of the 
‘community and a school was built in 1910. It was 
an oblong frame bullding of lumber, painted 
blue-gray on the inside and the outside. The 
school room area was on the east side, 
Tengthwise, and the three anterooms, and en: 
trance door were on the west side of the building. 
The outside door led into the central anteroom 
and the girls’ cloakroom was on the left of this 
and the boys’ cloakroom on the right. But, alas! 
The boys’ cloakroom became the ‘bed-sitting 
room of the teachers for the first few years, The 
pioneer homes were too small to provide a 
“room” suitable for the teacher. He slept and 
lived at the school and had his meals at the home 
of a nearby farmer, Mr. Stenvig. 

‘Maybe it is not amiss, at this point, tomention 
that an additional room’ was added fo the north 
end of the building in 1920 to form a two-roomed 
school. Here grades seven to ten were taught for 
a few years. Later these higher-grade children 
were taken by school van to Eckville High 
School. 

‘The school room was furnished by wooden 
homemade double desks; the desk tops were 
painted black and the seats yellow. The desk tops 
contained two inkwells — one for each pupil; and 
below it was a compartment for books. The first 
heater was a long barrel-like affair, laid 
Iengthwise on the floor and capable of burning 
three-foot-long spruce logs. Later on an upright 
school furnace, with a round metal shield, was 
provided for the school. A one-pall water foun 
tain, with a push-button tap, provided drinking 
water. This was a delight to us children. 
Everyone, whether thirsty or not, wanted to push 
the button and drink the spurting water. The 
blackboards were just that — boards painted 
black, with a trough for chalk. 

‘The majority of the children who started their 
schooling here were children of the Estonian 
pioneers — hence the name, ‘Estonian School”. 
‘Those attending were the Koots, the Kinnas, the 
Kingseps, the Langers, the Matteus, (ater 
spelled Matthews), the Moros, the Moos’, the 
Postis, the Pihoojas, and Raabis’ — all of Esto- 
nian lineage. There were two familles of 
Norwegians, the Stenvigs and the Gilbertsons; 
one family of English, the Dekkers; and also one 
family of Finns, the Hills. 

The first couple of years there was school only 
during the four summer months, due to the sear- 














city of qualified teachers. Only University 
students were available as teachers during the 
summer months. Later some of the University 
students taught for six months, and finally, as 
time passed on, the full ten-month school year 
was established. 

‘The first children who arrived at the Estonian 
School were bare-foot boys and girls, fresh for 
their new adventure in life. Tt was a'wonderful 
adventure as new friendships were formed 
where no companions had been available before. 
It did not matter that they couldn't speak with 
each other; they could hold hands and run and 
point to a flower, grass or tree, and each would 
say it in their own language, then each would 
repeat the other’s word and laugh. What a 
wonderful feeling, just to have someone of 
another language to share his feelings with you! 

It was said that teachers were hard to get for 
a pioneer school where the children did not know 
a word of English. Who would like to grapple 
with the extra problem of the language barrier in 
teaching? But the first teachers we did get to 
teach the Estonlan school were wonderful. They 
were resourceful, patient, and had a sense of 
humour and were very ‘understanding of us 
children, 

For our first day of our school we carried only 
our “lard pail” lunch bucket, a slate, and a slate 
pencil. The teacher was a tail young man, wear- 
ing a “‘suit” and the whitest of white ‘shirts, 
topped with a red colored tie. His hair was parted 
on one side and neatly combed. His outward 
appearance had an electrifying effect on every 
boy because from that day forward they became 
conscious that they, too, had hair. Strenuous ef 
forts were made by them to comb their unruly 
Jocks into place just like the teacher's, and to be 
clean like him. To us girls he was from a 
different world and we wondered if we would 
ever be part of this outside world, 

“School days, school days, the golden rule 
days, taught to the tune of a hickory stick.” It 
seemed that this rule did not apply in this early 
Estonian school. ‘There was only one rule: 
“Learn English during school hours and on the 
play ground.’” We left the room quietly, without 
asking permission, if nature requested, but 
hurried back so as to miss nothing. Thirst was 
quenched at the fountain, We lacked the words 
for asking permission. None of the children ever 
abused their freedom and no hickory stick made 
its appearance except as a “pointer” for words 
or numbers. The days for us were “Golden”. 

Now to the actual teaching and learning, 
Believe it or not, our very first text book was the 
‘T. Eaton Catalogue, and a very good text book it 
was for that purpose. It had words and pictures 
of people, clothes, rooms with furniture, cur- 
tains, dishes, clocks, horses, harness, sieighs 
and ‘wagons, houses, barns, and paints. “All 
words and pictures were eagerly absorbed by 
our receptive minds and repetition etched it per- 
manently there. The whole school repeated each 








word in unison and then singly. Finally back to 
our seats to draw on our slates the object and to 
write the correctly spelled word beside it. The 
slates were perfect for such work as errors could 
easily be corrected. Our vocabulary grew by 
leaps and bounds — it was thrilling to know how 
many words we learned in a day! 

‘The sentence-building came later and this 
was more difficult. Our teacher made us act out 
our sentences. For example, the child would go 
and sit on a chair and say “‘I am sitting on a 
chair.” This acting out each sentence was fun. If 
some of the children didn’t understand the 
English word, for example “‘open”, the teacher 
asked for the Estonian word for it. He repeated 
the word “lahti” after the pupil. His accent often 
made us laugh and he laughed with us, too. Thus 
a kinship of understanding and mutual respect 
grew between teacher and pupll. After sentence 
building we progressed to the Alexander 
Readers and then we were on our way! 

To further expand our vocabulary the early 
teachers took the whole school on excursions to 
the woods, meadows and lakesides. Here we 
learned to recognize the different types of trees 
and learn their names. The meadows provided a 
profusion of wild flowers of every shape, size and 
color and each with a pretty name, By the 
lakeside the wild birds were bountiful. We found 
ducks, geese, killdeers, yellow-headed 
woodpeckers, red winged blackbirds, robins, 
snipes, and hawks. The school room possessed a 
chart, in beautiful colors, of the common wild 
birds’ of Alberta. This chart was scrutinized 
thoroughly after each field trip and the book of 
wild flowers was examined with care. These 
field trips taught us not only the names of things 
we saw, but also a deep respect for plant and 
animal life, 

During the first years our teachers were 
young men. Then we had a “Lady Teacher” 
‘This was a surprise and honor to us. We girls ad. 
mired her to no end. We aspired to owning 
clothes like hers — beautiful blouses and skirts 
with pleats, that opened so beautifully as she 
walked. And her hair styles were beautiful, too, 
When she taught us girls “hair care” and 
presented each one of us with a length of red rib- 
bon for our hair we felt we had risen in self 
respect. Last, but not least, we aspired to have a 
knowledge like hers. But the boys went one step 
further than us girls, and this irked us because 
we hadn't thought of it before. They washed their 
bare feet at the pump before coming into class. 
We asked the boys why they did this. The re 
was, "No one goes before a lady with dusty feet 
Believe it or not, we girls were not to be outdone 
by the boys. We asked the boys to pump water so 
we, too, could wash our faces and bare feet 
before we entered the school room. There were 
no towels in the school in those days, so all of us 
boys and girls dried our wet feet by standing on a 
poplar log like birds in a row, and let the wind do 
the work. Cold water and wind caused chapping 




















of the hands and feet, but this condition was easi- 
ly remedied by applying “‘sweet sour cream" 
sparingly on our sores every evening. This treat- 
ment stung, but who cared? Fresh unsalted 
butter rubbed on our hands also kept them soft. 
‘These beauty remedies were always kept handy 
by our mothers. 

‘The winter months brought the added 
problem of something hot for lunch. The teacher 
solved the problem of hot drink by providing hot 
water and the children were to bring their “tea”, 
Bought tea was hard to get but the teacher was 
surprised to learn how many different native 
teas we had. There was camomile and caraway 
tea made from dried wild seeds of these plants; 
mint tea, made from dried wild mint leaves; and 
raspberry tea made from the wild raspberry 
plant. Ail of these teas were very tasty, but 
caraway tea became the favorite. 

One of the teachers taught us to play checkers 
during the cold weather, as blackboard games 
used up too much chalk. Soon the schooiroom 
boasted of handmade checkerboards of stiff 
brown building paper, marked by the right 
colored squares — the checkermen were colored 
stiff paper squares, or buttons. This game was 
really enjoyed by older and younger children 
alike. After a sitting game like this there 
followed a fast game of “Pussy Wants A 
Corner”, with the school-room windows open. Or 
if there was untrodden snow outside, a fast game 
of ““Fox and Geese” was played, 

‘The teachers not only followed the school 
curriculum but aroused our interest in other 
fields, such as love of classical literature during 
our story hours; interest in travel, by telling 
about their travels or stories about countries 
they read about. They taught us patriotic, Christ- 
mas, Easter, and Folk songs to foster our love of 
singing. We iearned how the debate system was 
used in Parliament, and we often debated on 
topics familiar to us. Group games in which all 
participated taught us the importance of fair 
play, and honor was the alm. 

‘Thus, in six years these Estonian school 
children had learned to speak English, had 
covered their eight years of schooling, and were 
ready to write grade VIII examinations In Red 
Deer. Some left school without obtaining a 
diploma, but from this first crop of pioneer 
children emerged teachers, storekeepers, and 
flour and lumber millers. Even a baker and a 
lady doctor had received a partial year’s train- 
ing in the Estonian School. 


MICKELSON, AUGUST. 

‘August Mickelson was born in Madan, North, 
Dakota, U.S.A. of Finnish parents. At an early 
age he moved to Manyberrles, Alberta with his 
parents, Matt and Katrina and family in 1910. 

Jn 1920, August was united in marriage to 
Lempi Luopa, for a short time living in the 
Manyberries District. 

August and Lempi moved to the Eckville 














District in 1926, buying the John Ness home- 
stead, NE 7-40-2-W5. Their family consisted of 
Frances, Albert, Ella, John, Sylvia, George, 
Marvin (deceased), Alan and Nita. 

Lempi passed away in the spring of 1947, and 
is buried in the Eckville Cemetery. August lives 
in his home in Eckville, and is enjoying his 
retirement. 


CASSIMER MOOS FAMILY 
Cassimer Moos emigrated from Switzerland 
to Montana, U.S.A., in 1893, In 1906 he made the 
trip to Canada with horse and wagon, settling on 
NW 19-39-2-W5 northeast of Eckville. 
Mrs. Lily Molkov emigrated from Estonia as, 
a widow with her two-year-old son, Fred, to live 


with her sister, Mrs. Perler, in 1908. Mrs. Perler 
lived north of Eckville. The foliowing year 
Cassimer and Lily were married, and in 1910 a 
son, Hans, was born to them. 





Mr. and Mis. Cassiner Moot. 


‘They later purchased and moved to NE-4-40-3 
WS, which remained their home for many years. 
Cassimer worked very hard clearing land by 
hand and working on the railroad with his team 
of horses. In 1912, when the first Co-operative 
was formed, he was one of the first directors. 
Life gradually became easier. The coming of 
the telephones in 1917 made life in the country 
more pleasant. By 1920 they were able to buy 
their first car — a 490 Chevrolet touring car. 
About 1923 Cassimer bought his first tractor. 
‘This was a Fordson, which he obtained from a 
farmer living on the McCreight place. Three 
years later a gas-powered Rumley threshing 
machine was purchased in Calgary. These 
machines helped to make farming easier, so, in 
1918, SE-9-40-3-W5 was added to the farm. A few 
years later the E¥% of 33.39-3.W5 was bought 

















from the C.P.R. In 1918 a new house was built, 
and this home Is still being used. 

Raising sheep was a way of life for the Moos 
family and there was the wool to card and knit 
ting and quilting to be done. In those days 
settlers had to go to Red Deer and Lacombe to a 
doctor or dentist and for the necessary shopping. 
Since Cassimer had a team of horses, he was 
able to make the trip in one day. He often gave a 
lift to neighbors who needed to go, or did some 
shopping for them. 

‘The boys attended school at Estonian School 
and, as their mother boarded several of the 
teachers, their attendance was usually very 


good. Some of these teachers were Miss 
Benedictson, Mrs, Priestly, Mr. Smith, Mr. Lit- 
‘le, and Mr. J. M. McDonald. In 1923 Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Moos chose a sister for the boys. Her name 
was Elsie. 





The Moos Family: Cassimer, Hans, Elie, Fred, and Lily Moos. 


‘These were the years when everyone was a 
hunter, and Lily telis of the boys using a shotgun 
on a mouse which they saw crossing the kitchen 
floor. Entertainment was of the kind that people 
could make for themselves. Drama clubs were 
organized, and their productions were shown at 
various schools and halls. The annual Christmas 
concert was the highlight of the year in each 
community, and everyone, from baby to Grand 
ma attended or took part in it. Mrs. Moos often 
sang “I Love a Little Cottage” and ‘Smiling 
Through” to the accompaniment of Miss 
Benedictson. Elste took piano lessons from this 
teacher and Freddie took violin lessons from a 
‘Mr. Warbeton. Estonian gatherings, which 
sometimes lasted as long as a week, were held in 
the early summer. Each summer they visited a 
different district, such as Gilby, Stettler, Barons, 
Peace River, etc. Even the Saturday night steam 
baths were an occasion for visiting. 

Tn 1930 Fred married Mary Bellicka and 
moved to his farm one-half mile south of the 
home place. They had two sons, Donald and 
Leonard, and a daughter, Jennine. Fred later 
moved to Eckville for retirement, and passed 
away there on April 13, 1973. 

Elsie married Toimi Tolonen on April 19, 1937, 
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‘Cassimer Moos with daughter-in-law Mary and his horses 


and they lived on his farm three miles east. They 
have a son, Rodney, and a daughter, Deloyce. 

Hans carried on with the family farm, adding 
another quarter in 1929. In 1933 he and Nora 
‘Takkinen were married, and they have two sons, 
Clarence and Edward, and a daughter, Dianna. 
Hans was able to buy a larger threshing 
machine, with an Allis Chalmers powering it. 
For several years he did custom threshing, and 
the season sometimes lasted as long as forty 
days. He had purchased a new Ford V-8 car to 
take his bride on their honeymoon. 

‘A rubber-tired tractor was soon added to the 
farming equipment, and in 1936 he bought a 
haystacker, which helped to make the Job of put- 
ting up hay a little easier. It was in this year, too, 
that the new barn was bullt. It was hard to hire 
men to work on the farms during the war years, 
so often girls were hired to do the housework in 
order that the wives could help with the outside 
farm work. Grain combines first appeared in the 
district in 1939; a Case pull-type machine for 
Hans and Masseys for Pete Moro and Harry 
‘Thomas. 

When the electricity came to Eckville in 1942 
Hans bought a 32-volt Delco power plant from 
Oswald Umari. This made life on the farm much 
brighter”, and the installation of running water 
and indoor plumbing a year or so later further 
helped to make life more pleasant and con 
venient. 

Highlights over these busy years were the 
arrival of Hans and Nora’s three children — 
Clarence in 1934, Edward in 1935, and Dianna in 
1938. "“All work and no play” was not the rule in 
the Moos household. Hans and Nora both took 
part in curling, square dancing, drama clubs, 
hunting, and blue-berry picking. Hans spent 15 
years, from 1959 until 1974, as councillor, first for 
the M.D. and then for the County of Lacombe. As 
the family grew up, more land was bought (Nig- 




















7-40-W2) and in 1955, when Clarence married 
Maira Korhonen, the young couple made their 
home at this location, since Clarence had 
decided to follow in his father’s footsteps and be 
a farmer. However, they lived with the folks for 
almost two years, before they were able to build 
their own house. They have a son, Jerry, and a 
daughter, Lorraine. 

Eddie married Shirley Raabls in 1958, 
although at the time, he was working on oll rigs, 
he later came home and started farming in 
partnership with his dad. A trailer was moved 
into the yard for their living accommodations. 
‘They have five children — Lane, Derek, Sandra, 
Brenda, and Wesley. The boys are now old 
enough to help their father a great deal on the 

Dianna was married to Keith Misner in 1959 
and they moved to Keith’s farm located In the 
Bingley, Alberta, area. Their three children are 
Darrell, Delores, and Donald, Keith lost his life 
in an accident in 1967. Dianna and the children 
then moved back home to live with her parents, 

In 1963 Hans and Nora built a new house on 
the farm. They enjoyed living in it until 1971, at 
which time they bought a house in Eckville and 
retired there. Retirement for Nora has meant 
work in her yard and garden, and the curling 
season keeps her especially busy. The 
Friendship Club, TOPS, and Hospital Auxiliary 
activities all get,a share of her time. She is a 
regular visitor at the Eckville Manor House, 
Hans spends a lot of time at the farm, and 
sometimes gets in some fishing and hunting. He 
and Nora usually make at least one trip each 
summer to B.C. to get fruit while it is in season 
there. And thus they spend their “‘retirement”, 


MOOS, FREDRICK. JOHN (MALKOV) — by 
Rose Henrickson 

Fred came to Canada as a small boy with his 
widowed mother in 1909 at two years of age. They 
lived with an aunt, Mrs. Perier, until the time 
his mother married Cassimer Moos, After her 
marriage they moved to the N.E.%, 4-40-3-W5. He 
grew up on the farm with a brother, Hans, and a 
sister, Elsie, and farmed with his parents until 
his marriage to Mary Bellikka in 1930, He then 
moved to farm the E.¥ 33-39-3-W5, 

In 1933 Fred and Mary had a son, Donald, and 
in 1935 another son, Leonard, was born, followed 
by a daughter, Jennine, in 1937. 

While farming Fred also operated a trucking 
business, hauling grain, fuel from Turner Valley, 
railroad ties to Rocky’ Mountain House during 
the winter months, and many other things. Later 
he moved to Eckville where he held the position 
of agent for the Searle Elevator for a number of 
years. After leaving the elevator he took over 
well drilling from Kerch Bros. and drilled wells 
in Eckville and the surrounding district, In 1946 
he returned to the farm, with his two sons and a 
housekeeper, Rose Henrickson, and her small 
nephew, Perry. While farming he opened and 

















operated the United Farmers of Alberta Service 
Station, along with the Case farm machinery 
dealership. He worked part-time for Eckville 
Mutual Telephones then became a steam 
engineer at the Bowden Institution until 1969. At 
this time he had a heart attack, and was unable 
to work after that. 

‘The farm was rented out for some years. He 
moved to Eckville in May, 1970 to Grannie Moos’ 
former home, which Rose Henrickson still oc- 
cupies. The farm was sold in 1971, 

Fred passed away on April 13, 1973, leaving to 
mourn his loss sons, Don of ‘Edmonton and 
Leonard of Red Deer, his daughter, Jennine, and 
nephew, Perry of Red Deer, and Rose of 
Eckville, 

Don married Evelyn Hohnstein and their 
children are Kelvin, Donna and Janice. Leonard 
married Freda Nelson, who have four children — 
two daughters, Arlene and Joyce, and two sons, 
Ralph and Donald. Jennine married Bud 
Armstrong. They have three daughters — 
Debra, Danet, and Daileen. Later she married 
George Johanson and they have one son, Bret, 





MORO, JOHN — by Edward Moro 

‘My parents, John and Anna Moro were part of 
the first pioneers in the Eckville district. 

‘My father, mother and three children, Peter, 
eight, Amanda, six, and Edward, four, arrived in 
Canada from Estonia in 1905. We came to Red 
Deer by train. From there we travelled by horse 
and wagon along trails as there were no roads. 
We settied on a homestead about five miles 
northwest from the present location of the 
Eckville village, 

We were fortunate that my uncle — Karl 
‘Moro — had come to Canada two years ahead of 
us so we were able to stay with him and his fami- 
ly until our father got our one room loghouse 
built. To start with living was very primitive. We 
had a dirt floor, sod for a roof which was not rain- 
proof. Since there was no source of income, 
father went to work for the C.P.R. west of 
Calgary. In the meantime, we had to do with 
what was available, There was an abundance of 
fish in the river, also rabbits and prairie 
chickens in the bush. The only groceries we used 
to get from the store were — sugar, salt, flour 
and soap. We also had a cow and a garden plot. 

When father returned he was able to buy oxen 
and other equipment to clear the land. The clear- 
Ing of the land was hard work and we all had to 
pitch in. When a few acres were cleared the 
breaking was done with the oxen. Also any 
travelling and hauling was done with the oxen. It 
took several days to make a trip to Red Deer and 
back. 

In 1912 we were able to build our first three- 
bedroom house. In 1914 when the ist World War 
began times were still hard. However, by 1918 
farmers had horses and cattle, more land was 
cleared and we were able to grow more grain. 
Grain prices had improved. Milking cows was 














also a good source of income. Milk was hauled to 
the local cheese factory. By that time many 
farmers were able to buy their first automobiles. 
As far as schools were concerned, most of the 
pioneers’ children had to walk many miles to a 
country school in any kind of weather 

Our social life was quite lively. We used to get 
together at Sam and Henry Kinna’s farm. An 
Estonian society was started by the group. We 
also had a library. 

At present, my wife and I are retired and live 
in Summerland, British Columbia. 

Peter bought the N 27-40-3-W5 from his Uncle 
Karl and the NW 26-40-3-W5, Hudson Bay land. 
‘The Peter Moro family lived on the NW 26 until 
their retirement to Eckville. 








MOTTUS, GUSTAV (1889-1977) 

‘One of the early piotieers of the Eckville- 
Giiby area, Gustav Mottus in 1910 came by boat 
to New York City at the age of 21 years from 
Semerpallo, near Verro, Estonia. He left behind 
in Estonia his mother, May Sark Mottus, (his 
father, Peter Mottus had passed away), sister, 
Katherine, and brothers, John, Jacob and Paul. 

Gustav, or Gust, or Gus, as he was known to 
his friends, said that the ship was an old wooden 
one, and very crowded, and how he and another 
immigrant, Hugo Mottus (no relation) would 
spend the nights capturing the rats and throwing 
them overboard. 

After working in New York State for a few 
months, he, along with Hugo (the friend he met 
on the boat) came to Canada to work on an Esto- 
nlan farm west of Gilby. They wanted to get off 
at Lacombe but it was not until the train had 
already reached south Edmonton that they 
realized they had gone too far! Nothing to do but 
walk back the 75 miles! They followed the 
railway tracks, and slept in the ditches at night. 

After working on the farm west of Gilby, Gus, 
worked for the town of Red Deer digging ditches 
for the sewer lines. He thought nothing of walk- 
ing along rough trails out from Red Deer to 
Eckville to visit friends, mainly a young lady 
named Linda Saar Kingsep, and back to Red 
Deer, a distance of 45 miles, each way. 

Gus’s brothers, Jacob and Paul, and sister 
Katherine came from Estonia to join him and 
together they homesteaded in Risula, about six 
miles west of Gilby. They cleared the land by 
hand, because the land was very hilly, they 
raised wheat where possible on the flat plateaus. 
‘There was a beautiful brook at the back of the 
house with watercress and lady's slipper grow. 
ing on the banks. A sauna was built beside the 
brook to take advantage of the fresh, clear, run- 
ning water. 

Gus was never to see his mother and his 
brother again. 

In 1917 Gust married the young lady he had 
been visiting in the Eckville area. Linda was also 
from the Estonian community in the area. Their 
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Gustav and Linda Motos, 


son, Edward Rudolph (Rudy) was born there in 
Risula the following year. 

Around that time Gust purchased from the 
C.P.R. a quarter section of land NW 23-40-35 at 
the other end of the Medicine Valley, about eight 
miles to the east. He built a log house (which was 
addded to in stages), and in 1923 twin daughters, 
Emma and Elsie, were born there. Grandmother 
Kingsep was the midwife and the three pound 
babies were placed in the oven of the wood stove 
to keep warm. 

Gus's brother, Paul and sister Katherine 
(Katy) remained ‘on the Risula homestead. His 
brother, Jacob, was killed on the homestead by a 
grinding’ wheel which flew loose while he was 
sharpening his ax. 

On the C.P.R. quarter section Gust now made 
his home. He cleared the land by hand and with 
horses. It was gently rolling land and Gust raised 
wheat, getting something like 32c a bushel. He 
had five horses to pull the plough, disc, harrow, 
binder, etc., and the horses were taken care of by 
Gust with great devotion. 

Linda would milk cows and sell thick cream 
(at a little over $2 a big can) and raise and sell 
strawberries and raspberries. 

Preparing the land for the seed grain in the 
spring would require walking behind the 10 foot 
wide, horse pulled, harrow — dusty, tiring work 
in the cold March winds, when there were about 
100 acres to criss-cross by foot! 

‘As with other pfoneers, Gust had to be very in- 
ventive in his farm repair work, He had a 
blacksmith shop, which was used often for all 
sorts of Ingenious repairs to the farm machinery. 

‘Travelling in summer would be by Model T, a 
very stylish one with curtains, over dirt roads, 
which caused much aggravation by becoming 
muddy when it rained. 








In the winter, travel was by a team of horses 
hitched to a big sleigh. Gus would heat a nice big 
rock in the oven for an hour ar two, then wrap it 
in blankets and put it in the sleigh to keep feet 
warm. There would be a cushion of straw 
covered with blankets to sit on. Coming home 
from a late visit or dance in the Estonian or 
Gilby Community halls, the stars and the 
Northern Lights would bé very bright and you 
could hear the crunch of crisp snow under the 
runners of the sleigh, 

Social Credit was the big new political party, 
with Premier Aberhart and then Premier Man: 
ning. The party was to remain in power for 35 
years, so there was a young generation of Alber- 
tans who had known no other political party in 
power. 

In the 1950's Gus and Linda left the farm and 
lived in the town of Eckville, leaving their son, 
Rudy, to take care of the farm. 

When Linda passed away in 1967, Gus lived in 
a Senfor Citizen’s Home in Rocky Mountain 
House, and then moved to one in Red Deer. He 
was very happy in these homes and lived in great 
comfort, until he passed away in 1977. 





MOTTUS, RUDY EDWARD — by Myrtle 
Patapoft 

On March 11, 1919, Mr. and Mrs. Gustav Mot. 
tus had a baby son — Rudy. They were living on 
a farm north of Withrow at that time. Later on 
when Rudy was six years old they moved to the 
NW 23-40-3W5 in thé Gilby district. Rudy along 
with his twin sisters Elsie and Emma took all his, 
schooling at the Estonian School. He stayed on 
the family farm and helped his dad farm. Rudy 
trained in the Army at Red Deer in November 
and December of 1938. He did not go into service 
overseas as his dad was in poor health and he 
was needed at home. 

February 16, 1939, Rudy was married to Myr- 
tle Solberg daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Solberg of Bentley. They lived on the farm with 
his parents until Mr. and Mrs. Mottus retired to 
live in Eckville. 

Rudy worked at the Eckville Hospital from 
1958 to 1964 as their maintenance man, He also 
was on the supervisory committee for the 
Eckville District Credit Union for three years. 
He served on the Estonian school board in the 
late 1940s. 
ive children were born — Arnold now 
married to Vera Kind and living in Red Deer, has 
a son Robert and a daughter Kathy; Jean is 
married to Joe Maki and they live at Hespero. 
‘They have two children, a son Stephen and a 
daughter Lori. Helen is married to Les Daven- 
port, They live in Calgary and have two children, 
a son Ryan and a daughiter Joanne. Cheryl and 
Angela at home. 

Rudy passed away very suddenly on October 
2, 1965. 

On July 3, 1968 married Bill Patapoff — born 
April 17, 1925 at Coaldale, Alberta. He served 











overseas in the army for four years. He is a head 
operator at the Gilby Texaco Gas Plant. Bill had 
five children — Valerie is married to Norman 
Anderson. They live at Bentley and have two 
children, Brant and Troy. Debbie at home. Susan 
is married to Richard Merrifield. They live at 
Fox Creek and have two children, Jason and 
Sherri. Naney deceased October 19, 1976. 
Douglas lives at Sangudo, Alberta. 








JAMES AND MARGARET NELSON — by Lor- 
na Tink (A Daughter) 

‘The depression, years of dryness, and hall for 
three successive years forced many families to 
leave home, farm, and friends for more promis- 
ing areas. ‘Such ‘were the reasons for Jim, 
Margaret and their four children, Donald, 
Douglas, Dean and Leoma, coming from Stettler 
to the Gilby area in the fall of 1939. Jim worked 
for a few years for his brother-in-law, Carl 
Westergard, at the Gilby store. He also worked 
in logging camps during winter months to 
supplement the family income. Margaret taught 
at the Medicine Valley School from 1939 to 1942 

About this time they purchased the Kinna- 
‘Neuman quarter-section (SE 23-40-3-W5), which 
has been “home” ever since. Mom taught at 
Estonian School from 1942 to 1944, These were 
the years of quilting bees, making packages for 
soldiers and so on. I don’t remember the work — 
just the fun of visiting and having friends come 
to see us. Because there was no church near, on 
Friday afternoons, Mrs. Mackenzie, Granny 
Hoglund, Faye Hoglund and mom had Sunday 
School in the Estonian School, 

In September of 1946, mom took over the 
Grade five to eight class at Dickson. Don and 
Doug were now in high school and Dickson 
offered grades one to 12, and a teacherage. By 
this time David and I had helped to round out our 
family to a happy half-dozen. Each weekend, 
holiday and summer found us back at Eckville, 
helping dad on our farm and taking a part in the 
‘community we called ‘‘home.” One of the most 
important areas of our involvement was the 
Sunshine Gospel Mission, just one and a halt 
miles south of our home, where Mr. L. Maclean 
met with people of the community in a service 
each Sunday afternoon. The Christmas concerts 
and summer picnics were truly memorable 
events, involving much planning and organizing, 


Nelson Family. Back: Margret Nelson, Jim Nelion, Laura 
Wiestergard, 2, Cart Westergard. Front: Lorna, Dean, Le, Don and 
Doug. 



























Y'm sure, I remember how nicely everyone was 
dressed, how excited and happy they were, and, 
of course, the scrumptious food, candy bags and 
treats. 

Home was always a place for friends, 
baseball games followed by corn feasts, or skling 
or tobogganing parties in the winter. Chiefly, 
however, our neighbours made our area a good 
one to put our roots down. Our beloved mom 
passed away on April 14, 1956 and is buried in the 
Gilby Cemetery. 

Dad remains on the home quarter. He has 
retired from farming and hunting, but keeps 
busy tending his house and yard, fishing and 
Visiting. Don is a member of the RCMP. He 
married Eunice Petersen of Dickson. They have 
three children Brian, Brenda and Bruce and are 
presently stationed at Yorkton, Saskatchewan, 
Doug is an aeronautic engineer. He married Ber- 
nice ‘Thorkman, daughter of Charles and Sylvia 
‘Thorkman of Eckville, and has three children 
Phillip, Timothy and Kelly. They live in Calgary, 
Alberta. 

Dean is a Major in the Canadian Armed 
Forces. He married Joyce Sherwood from Unity, 
Saskatchewan. They have three children 
Darlene, James and Deanna and are now 
stationed at Ottawa, Ontario, 

Leoma is a registered nurse. She married 
Dale Cave, originally from the Stauffer are: 
They have four children Carl, Lorna, Wesley 
Grant and live at Eckville. 

Lorna received her B.Ed. from the Universi- 
ty of Alberta and teaches in Eckville. She 
married Verral Tink, originally trom Leslieville. 
‘They have two children Garry and Gregory and 
live at Gilby. 

David works for Bell Telephones and lives in 
Hanover, Ontario. He married Nancy Groh of 
Barrie, Ontario and has two children Daniel and 
Kimberly. 





BILL PALM SR. FAMILY 

William and Irene Palm were married 
September 2, 1924 in Red Deer, Alberta. Irene 
was the former Irene Johanson, the fourth 
daughter of Eric and Anna Johanson of Bentley. 
‘They set up their first home on the Leukoma 
farm, which was sold to Gust Juutl in a short 
time. That fall they moved to Palm Bay, on the 
north end of Sylvan Lake. This was thelr home 
for the next one and a half years. Their first son, 
Harold, was born here in 1925. 

In 1926 the family moved to the C.P.R. land, 
known later as the Brattberg home, in the Boyle 
district. During the next three years the family 
increased to include Leo, born in 1926; Phyllis, 





born in 1927; and Thelma, born in 1929. At this 
time, Bill started a small sawmill, using a 
stationary engine. Then, by borrowing $50 from 
Fred Erickson with an agreement to repay this 
by doing grinding in return, Bill acquired a 
Moline tractor from Hans Rangen. This had a 
five-horse-power Fairbanks Morse upright 


engine. Bill now operated a larger scale sawmill. 
Rough spruce and poplar lumber sold for $10 a 
thousand. 

‘The spring of 1930 was the next move to the 
present Rodney Tolonen farm, SE 18-40-2-W5. 
Over the next few years Bill cleared and broke 
all the acres of land on these three quarters. The 
family helped by picking roots. While Bill and 
Irene lived at Palm Bay they had Everitt Makela 
bulld them a log house, marked each log, moved 
these to their new location and then 
reconstructed thelr house in its original way. The 
house was of open construction, with no par- 
titlons. The ceiling and floor were made of green 
lumber purchased from Carl Hilstad. This 
shrunk, and they eventually were five boards 
short. An owl even found its way in but couldn't 
find its way out. The floor was the first ship-lap 
floor around the neighborhood. The roofing was 
of birch bark. This curled, then leaked, and the 
root had to be shingled by Elmer Kujala and 
Bellika. The steambath, or sauna, was built by 
Tlo Maki. Saturday nights were traditional 
gatherings of family and friends for a bath, 
visiting and coffee. Everyone made thelr own 
entertainment. The log home of the Palms was 
the centre for several dances with music 
supplied by John Luoma on the accordion and 
Arvied Thorkman on the violin. The Palm family 
had now increased by two more members. Jack 
was born in 1931 and Ron was born in 1933, 
Harold died on March 23, 1937, a victim of 
pneumonia. 

In 1937 Bill again got into the sawmill 
business. Prices were cheaper. Second grade 
lumber sold for $8 a thousand, top grade for $10 a 
thousand, and slabs for one cent apiece. It was 
not unusual to saw slabs into wood for three days 
straight. These would resemble a big straw pile. 
‘A one-ton truck load of slabs sold for $10. The 
Eckville Co-op and Eckville Creamery were two 
of the Paims’ best customers. Bill Jr., born in 
1937, and Betty, born in 1939, now completed the 
family of Bill and Irene Palm. 





‘The Wiliam Palm Family. L. to R. Back: Jack, Thelma, Leo, 
Phyllis. Front: Wiliam Sr, Ron, Betty, Bil, ree. 
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In 1941 a new barn was built on the Palm farm 

by Arvi Niemela. This was celebrated by holding 
a barn dance, which also was a wedding dance 
for Art and Betty Johanson. To pay Arvi for his 
services of building the barn, Bill traded him a 
1928 Chrysler car, and in the bargain Bill got a 
‘Model T Ford to boot. The Model T was traded 
to Walter Hoglund and Ray Meyers in order to 
get the barn painted. 

In 1947 the new house was built by Nestor 
Lindquist and Larry Saari, from lumber sawed 
by Bill. Bill Lilkala planed some of the lumber. 
The old house was sold to Emil Wester. 
Frizzell's, of Red Deer, moved it to Sylvan Lake, 
where it now stands. A housewarming was held 
by the neighbors and the family was presented 
with a purse of money. 

During these years, the Palm family was 
engaged in mixed farming. One sideline was the 
use of the Hart Parr for grading the municipal 
roads. The outfit included Bill Palm on the Hart 
Parr, pulling the grader operated by Fred Ponto. 

Bill's lifetime and interests centred around 
machinery and trading. Back in 1918, a company 
was formed. Its members included: Leukoma, 
Henry Johnson, Oscar Karjala and John Palm. 
Together they purchased a Stanley Jones 
thresher. Later, when this company broke up, 
John Palm took the separator, Leukoma the 
engine, Johnson the truck and Karjala received 
cash. Bill bought this unit from his dad. This 
machine, the first in the district, was hand-ted, 
and portable, as it was pulled around by horses. 
It had a straw carrier on it. The stationary 
engine was a nine-horse power. 

‘The next improvement was a wooden 
separator purchased for the price of $30 from 
Ulick of Bentley. Arvi Niemela and Bill Palm 
sawed birch lumber and rebullt the frame of this 
machine. This was used for many years to thresh 
the crop as well as threshing for the neighbors. 
This separator was later sold to Liikala 
Brothers. During this time, farmers paid for the 
service of threshing by the number of bushels 
threshed. Charges were three cents a bushel for 
oats, four cents a bushel for barley and six cents 
a bushel for wheat. Wages paid were $4 a day for 
‘a man and team. ‘The farmer was expected to 
feed all the men and horses while the outfit 
threshed at his place. The ladies competed to see 
who could put on the best meals. 

In 1947 Bill acquired a steel separator. His run 
at threshing time included neighbors Tolonen; 
Lapp, McKenzie, Hoglund, Parkkari, J. Wuori, 
Art Johanson, Frank Johnson, Mac McDougall, 
Luopa, Litkala, G. Erickson and Yacooshin. 
Threshing was not all work. Often the evenings 
turned into a whist game at Lapps. Later this 
separator was sold to Leo Palm of Rimbey, after 
being used on the Condor farm. 

‘The combine was purchased in 1952 from 
Chester Kasha. Later it was sold to Richard 
Korger. The combine brought a new, easier way 
of harvesting, but also did away with threshing, 








which had been an exciting, eventful part of each 
year. 

Bill and Irene Palm were surprised by a 
gathering of their family and friends on thelr 
25th wedding anniversary in 1949. They were 
presented with a set of silverware and a purse of 
money. 

Bill served a term as secretary on the school 
board of the Estonian School. This school 
provided the early education of most of the Palm 
children. 

Irene was a busy wife and mother during the 
years of farming. She helped with root picking, 
milking, as well as gardening and fixing up a 
beautiful yard. Irene was one of the faithful 
members ‘of the sewing circle, which was or- 
ganized in the fall of 1936. Aunt Parkkari and 
Hulda Wester organized the neighborhood ladies 
into a social afternoon of visiting. This group 
continued to meet until about 1976, 

In the spring of 1954 the family farm was sold 
to Richard Korger, of Nebraska, U.S.A. The 
family moved to their new farm three miles west 
of Condor, adjacent to No. 11 highway. This was 
the E 3-39-5-W5. Again, 200 acres of this half sec- 
tion had to be broken, An auction sale was held in 
1971, the farm sold, and Bill and Irene moved to 
an acreage at Condor corner. 

Bill_and Trene’s 50th wedding anniversary 
was celebrated in 1974. A family dinner was held 
at Phyllis and Gordon Erickson’s home. A 
program and dance followed at the Eckville 
Lions Hall. Music was supplied by their 
neighbors, the Psiklas. 

Bill's 70th birthday anniversary was honored 
by a family party at the home of Mary and 
Laurel Nielsen. Bill received a leather armchair. 
Another party was held at the Nielsen home for 
Irene’s 70th birthday. She received a purse of 
money. 














The Leo Palm Family 1 to r, back row: Leo, Ruth, Barbars 
Katty. Middle row: Jocelyn, Lois, Donald, Frank. Front ro 
Rodney, Norman and Gordon. 














Bill and Irene’s children are all married. 
‘They have 34 grandchildren and several great- 
grandchildren. They are presently enjoying their 
retirement at Condor, where their activities in- 
clude gardening, keeping up their yard, visiting, 
and playing bingo. 


PALM, LEO AND RUTH 

‘Leo Palm and Ruth Wright were married in 
January, 1950 and lived on the Alex Johnson 
place in the Estonian District. Leo was the son of 
Irene and Bill Palm. Ruth came from Lacombe 
to teach the Estonian School for the year 1948- 
1949. 

Their daughter, Jocelyn, was born October 
29, 1950. A second daughter, Barbara, was born 
four years later, on September 13, 1954. 

While living in the district, Ruth taught piano 
lessons in her home and in Eckville. 

In May, 1955, the family moved to a farm in 
the Forshee area, southeast of Rimbey, where 
they still live. 


PELTONEN, ELI — by Kate MacKenzie 

Ell Peltonen came to the Manyberries district 
irom Kurikka, Finland in 1925, He worked for the 
C.P.R. in Medicine Hat. In 1929 he bought a farm 
at Manyberries. He sent for his wife and two 
small sons, Levi and Wayne and they farmed 
with horses and milked cows. The depression 
years were on and it was very hard tomake a liv- 
ing, so in the early forties Eli moved his family to 
the’ original Palm home at the north end of 
Sylvan Lake. In 1944 he purchased the Jack 
Wouri farm, seven and one-half miles northeast 
of Eckville. Levi and Wayne worked in the bush 
during the winter and during the summer they 
worked for different farmers, also putting in a 
crop on their own land. 

Levi married Francis Sweet (Michelson) 
‘They lived in Eckville and both worked at the 
hospital, he as caretaker and she as cook. Wayne 
remained on the farm with his mother and 
father. They were good neighbors and were 
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always willing to lend a helping hand. Mr. 
Peltonen was a very well educated man and 
wrote many articles for the church papers in 
Finland. He was a very religious man and 
attended the Sunshine Gospel Mission until his 
passing. Mrs. Peltonen, Levi and Wayne have 
also passed away. They were good neighbors and 
are sadly missed by the whole district. 


PERLER, PETER AND FAMILY. 

Peter Perler and his wife, Elizabeth, with 
their six year old daughter, Lydia, immigrated 
to Canada in 1903 from the city of Tartu, Estonia, 
Europe. They settled in the Medicine Valley dis- 
trict north of Eckville, later known as the Esto- 
nian district. At this tlme there were no roads 
and only about two or three families isolated in 
the dense bush in the area. 

‘Mr. Perler took a homestead deed on NE 4-40- 
3.W5, bullt a crude shack, having a dirt floor to 
start. Then he left his wife and daughter and 
went out seeking work. He worked on the 
railroad construction at Kananaskis, pushing a 
cement wheel barrow, which was not easy for a 
man from the city who had been a school teacher 
and owned a hotel and a small knitting business. 
Due to great stories of free land and freedom, 
‘Mr. Perler had succumbed to the urge to come to 
Canada. 

‘Once here with his family he had no money 
left, nor could he earn enough to go back to his 
homeland. His wife tore all her nice city clothes 
to shreds in the bramble bushes. She was 
naturally very unhappy but had to make the best 
of it. They did not have much to eat in those 
days—a sack of flour, very few staples and what 
wild game, such as wild birds and rabbits, that 
were around. Many a time they had Indians 
come to the door begging for flour or something 
to eat, which scared Mrs. Perler and her 
daughter very much, especially when they were 
left alone. Ai one time Mrs. Perler had shot a 
rabbit and had it cooked, ready to eat, when an 
Indian came to the door and pointed at the rab- 
bit. She gladly and hurriedly let him have it. 

Lydia grew up very much alone, playing with 
colored stones in nearby creeks. A, few years 
later a school was built a few miles nérth west of 
the present site of Eckville, so she was able to at- 
tend by walking about four miles through the 
brush and timber. She later married Paul 
Langer, who also had immigrated to Canada 
from Estonia and settled on the SW 10-40-3-W5. 
Peter Perler then sold'his land to his brother-in- 
law, Cassimer Moos, which land ts still owned 
and farmed by the Moos family. He and his wife 
then went to live with their daughter and her hus- 
band, Paul, who by now had built a comfortable 
home. Mrs, Perler passed away in 1916 and Mr. 
Perler in 1945, 

Later, as the community grew, both Paul and 
Lydia Langer were active in community affairs. 
Lydia belonged to the U.F.W.A. and also was a 
member of the Estonian Ladles Club. She and 














her very good friend, Mrs. Aaron Hoglund, sang 
duets at local functions. One of their very pop- 
ular duets was “Whispering Hope”. 

Lydia and Paul had three daughters, Erna, 
Alfina (Alfeen) Hazel, and a son, Felix, who died 
very young. Paul passed away in 1938, Lydia, 
after having raised her family, sold the 
tarm—the SE 10-40.3-W5 to William McKenzie 
and the home quarter, SW 10-40-3-W5, to Volley 
Soerd, who farmed It for a few years and then 
sold if to Paul Langer’s grand nephew, Kenneth 
Langer. Lydia then moved to the town of 
Eckville where she built a new home and lived 
until her health gave out and after being 
hospitalized for about two years died in June, 
1995, 





PIHOOJA FAMILY 

‘Mr. and Mrs. August Pihooja and thelr eight- 
month-old daughter, Hilda, arrived in Canada 
from Estonia in January, 1905. After reaching 
Eckville they stayed a year with Henry Kingsep 
and family, whom they knew, and who had come 
to Canada a few years before they did 

When Mr. Pihooja got his homestead he and 
his wife built a one-room log house with a sod 
roof. In those days rain sometimes fell for many 
days, and they had to catch the drips In pails. 
The only thing they had to buy was a window and 
lumber for the door and floor. The cracks In the 
wall were filled with clay and all was 
whitewashed with lime. They lived in this house 
for two years then built a big five-roomed log 
house. 

In 1907 Lilly was born and Albert was born in 
1909. There was no hospital or doctor close, so a 
midwife was called. 

Mr, Pihooja worked on the railroad where he 
made $1 a day and 50 cents was taken off it for 
room and board. When spring came he bought a 
team of horses and a sulky plow and got some 
land ploughed and seeded. As years passed, 
more and more land was cleared and bigger im 
plements were bought. Then they bought another 
quarter of land from Mr. Dekker, who moved to 
the States. Tn 1914, with Mr. Soderlund as the 
carpenter, they built a big house from British 
Columbia ‘lumber. 

















A few dances were held in that house and the 
money that was raised from that was to buy 
lumber to build the Estonian Hall. The hall was 
all built by volunteer work. 

Year after year more land was broke, and 
then they bought a third and a fourth quarter. In 
the fall when their crop was threshed Mr. 
Pihooja would be out with the threshing crew and 
Mrs. Pihooja would do the fall ploughing, 

As years passed they bought thelr own tractor 
and threshing machine. Hilda went to college in 
Edmonton and worked in Edmonton and was 
married to Goldsmith Baisley. They went to 
Spirit River and farmed there for many years 
before moving to Edmonton, 

Lilly moved to Red Deer, and Albert sold the 
farm and they moved to Calgary. 








PONTO, AUDREY AND FRED — by Audrey 
Ponto 

Tt was in 1932 that we moved to a farm north 
east of Eckville, a young married couple with 
two smalll children. The roads were terrible — to 
the east a muskeg and beyond, steep hills with a 
wagon road winding along the side of them. 

In those first years our neighbors were the 
Hoglunds, Luomala, Wuoris, Mickelsons, John- 
sons, Johansons, Palms and Westers. Then our 
bachelor neighbors were Andy Harvelow, Alex 
Johnson, and Nels Aarstad. 

Because there were no fences at that time, 
both Fred and I walked for miles, hunting for 
horses and cows. I made a little wooden fence 
with which to confine our three-year-old boy and 
the baby was left in her crib. 

During the first two summers and one winter 
we lived in a one-roomed shack on what is now 
the Clarence Moos farm. I'm sure it was the 
coldest place in the country, having been built 
years before from green lumber. It had ap. 
parently harbored many bed bugs at one time 
but, fortunately, the cold had got the best of 
them, 

Fred cut logs and had lumber made and dry 
piled. In the summer of 1934 we bullt a house with 
‘two rooms and pantry. It was a happy day for us 
when we moved onto our own land and into our 
new, clean little house. 

We milked six to eight cows, but cream was 
worth so little that we quit separating and fed the 





Neighbors gathered together to put in Fred Pont's crops 











Sewing Circe gathering at Audeey Post's 


milk to the pigs. When the pigs were ready for 
market they were only worth three of four 
dollars. Lafer, when the prices improved, we 
started to sell cream again. This brought in 
enough to buy groceries, with sometimes a little 
left over to spend for clothes. 

The years passed and five more children 
arrived to bless our home. Fred and I worked 
very hard, but, while we had little of material 
wealth, we never went hungry. This was due in 
part to my husband’s hunting and trapping 
through the winter months. Gradually land was 
broken and fences were built. We had what you 
might call a ‘‘mixed farm”, trying at different 
times to raise horses, cattle, sheep, pigs, 
chiekens, turkeys, ducks, and geese. At one time 
we even had a family of coyote pups which were 
pelted in the fall. 

in 1971 we sold out and moved to Sylvan Lake 
where we are now living and keeping busy and 
happy. The little boy I spoke of is now almost 
forty-eight years old. He is a deaf mute, but 
helped us in many ways on the farm and now 
works in Calgary. Many Eckville people will 
remember Ralph Ponto. 


‘THE AUGUST POSTI FAMILY — by Mrs. Anna 
‘Tipman 

‘Mr. August Posti, his wife Emillie (Milli) and 
their two small children, Hugo and Anna, came 
to Canada in 1902. They had been living in 
Estonia on his father’s farm, who owned his 
‘small holding.’ This tract of land was too small 
to be divided among his sons, so August Posti, 
not wanting to work and live on a Baitle Baron 
Estate, decided to come to Canada where free 
land was to be had. 

‘The land in Estonia was mostly owned by 
landlords, the German Baltic Barons. The Esto- 
nian people were either vassals or slaves who 
worked and lived on these estates, producing 
wealth for the barons and getting a bare living in 
return, They had no freedom to move from 
estate to estate, or even to go to a village unless 
permission was granted by the lord of the manor. 

In 1863 passport freedom was given to the 
‘common people of Estonia; now they could move 
from place to place. This freedom did not help 





them economically, as the land still belonged to 
the barons. But in 1865 land reform came into ex- 
istence. The land was divided into small unit 
holdings and the Estonian people could either 
rent or buy these “unit holdings”. Those who 
were fortunate enough to be able to buy this land 
felt free and Independent, although land taxes 
were quite high. They worked their land accor- 
ding to best cultivation procedures known at the 
time. By the time August Posti was of the age to 
farm “land holdings" had become scarce, so he 
decided to look for farm land elsewhere. The 
newspapers advertised that in Canada 160 acres 
of land was available for $10. for “immigrant 
settlers”, subject to three years spent making 
such improvements as building a house, clearing 
and cultivating 15 acres of land and fencing the 
homestead. August Post! and his wife decided to 
face the hardships of pioneering and come to 
Canada with their family. 

‘The Postis went first to Finland and from 
there by smalll ship to Liverpool, England. From 
here, with other immigrants, they crossed the 
Atlantic Ocean in a “cattle ship”, which had 
been cleaned and white-washed to transport 
human cargo. They took the Canadian Pacific 
Rallway from Montreal to Red Deer and from 
there they went to Sylvan Lake, Alberta. At 
Sylvan Lake they were met by Kingseps, 
Walters and Kasks, who had arrived earlier. 

August Post! ‘started to look for free 
homestead land. He chose the SW 16-403 W5, 
Decause It had the Medicine River running 
‘through it, abounding in fish — pike and suckers. 
‘There were spuce trees growing on it, providing 
logs for his house, and the pea-vine grew three 
feet high in the ‘river valley, providing rich 
nutritious hay for his stock. They had brought 
with them sturdy home-made cloth, garden 
seeds, such as cabbages, turnips, carrots, beets 
and potatoes, which provided thelr first food 
when planted in virgin garden soil. They also 
brought flax and hemp seed. These plants 
provided the fibre from which Mr. Posti made 
Tope. 

‘Money was a scarce commodity, much 
needed for buying machinery, cows, oxen or 
horses. August Posti worked heiping to build the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad from Calgary west 
during the winter months. Milli Posti kept the 
home fires burning, spending her time looking 
after the cows, pigs and hens. She carded and 
spun wool to knit mitts, stockings and vests for 
the family. She churned and salted butter; 
money from butter sales was used to buy sugar, 
salt, white flour and fresh and dried frult or even 
‘as payments for machinery. The cows were 
milked three times a day, as cattle food was so 
plentiful that the cows would arrive home In the 
middle of the day and “baw!” to be milked. 

‘After proving up on the homestead, August 
cleared and cultivated more land. He sowed by 
hand broadcasting the rye, barley, oats and flax. 
‘These were harvested by means of a sickle, 




















sheaved by hand and threshed by a flail. The 
whole family joined in the harvesting operation. 
Later more up-to-date machinery was used, 

‘The August Posti family increased to four 
boys and two girls, namely; Hugo, Anna, Olga, 
Karl, Henry and Rudolph. Of the original family 
of eight only three are living as of May, 1977. 
‘Mrs. John M. Tipman (Anna) of Stettler, Mrs, 
Alex B. Motus (Olga) of Eckville and Mr. Kari 
Posti of Gilby. All these are living on farms. 

August and Milli Posti were very conscien- 
tious parents and were kind to their children, 
They believed in the equality of sexes; both boys 
and girls had to know how to do outside farm 
tasks or inside household duties. The girls were 
taught to milk, feed cattle, clean barns, rake 
hay, stook grain, drive oxen or horses, chop fire 
wood and, of course, do all the myriad household 
duties. The boys had to know how to sew on but- 
tons, mend a tear in work clothes, sew on a 
patch, or even iron a shirt. They had fo know how 
to clean fish, rabbits or wild game for cooking 
and even how to cook it, We, as children, found 
these chores challenging, and felt the pride of ac- 
complishment. We joined with our parents in 
planting gardens, weeding, and later, 
harvesting. Every task on the farm was shared. 

‘Money to buy “boughten” toys was scarce, 
but who cared! We made our own toys; cows, 
horses, pigs, hens and other things were cut out 
of double layers of birch bark, which provided 
four legs to enable the animals'to stand. Often a 
whole farm of animals was produced. The home 
was marked out on the dirt, into as many rooms 
as the heart desired. Barns were produced the 
same way, and stocked. Our imagination did the 
rest! But our greatest interest was in the great 
outdoors. We had to know and observe the 
wonders of nature such as: How and where all 
the birds built their nests, raised and fed their 
young; the “courting dances” of the prairie 
chickens and wood partridges; the life cycles of 
frogs, bugs, and mosquitoes in the ponds; how 
the small fish grew in the river. Ant hills had to 
be supervised for “war parties" between 
different tribes. Of the animals, the muskrats 
and beavers provided the most interest. Many 
hours were spent watching them build their 
homes and filling their pantries. Our parents 
taught us not to harm, molest or destroy any wild 
bird, beast, flower or vegetation — all were 
sacred and had a useful purpose in life. 

‘August Posti was a great believer in com- 
munity work. He realized that enterprises done 
co-operatively took the least output from each in- 
dividual and produced the greatest good in- 

ividually to the greatest number of people. The 
first project with which he helped was the 
building of the Estonian School, where a great 
deal of volunteer work was done by him and 
others. He wanted all the children to be 
educated, realizing the value of education due to 
the meagre education he himself had acquired. 

‘The building of the Estonian Hall was another 

















community project. The first neighborhood 
meetings had been held in the Posti’s living 
room. Here agriculture problems were dis- 
cussed, such as grain varieties, methods of till- 
ing, marketing of crops and, of course, politics. 
Community singing was enjoyed. Physical train- 
ing was provided by a “trapeze” hanging from 
celling beams. People came to realize that a 
building bigger than the homes was needed for 
all these community activities. Plans were made 
to build a hall with a stage anda library. August 
was one of the key men in planning and erecting 
the Estonian Hall. He also was the first librarian. 

‘The threshing of grain was a big problem to 
these early pioneers. Twenty-six farmers 
banded together and bought a threshing machine 
run by a steam engine. This portable outfit was 
moved by horses from farm to farm. Thus a 
grain-threshing society was formed. August was 
a member and almost in the centre of the 
threshing run, His son Hugo later acquired 
steam engineer's papers to run the outfit. A 
wheat pool for marketing grain was formed; a 
co-operative store was organized; a municipal 
hospital was built, with August Postl being a 
firm supporter of all of these projects. 

August passed away in 1943 and his wife, MiilL 
in 1945. Both were buried in the Gilby cemetery. 


RAABIS, CHARLIE 

Charlie Raabis came to Canada from Estonia 
in the early 1900's with his wife, Leena, their in- 
fant daughter, Helen, and Leena’s mother, Maie 
Poder, and settled on a homestead by Medicine 
River ‘in the Gilby district. 

A few years later, Leena was struck by light- 
ning during a severe thunderstorm while walk- 
ing home from the hay field carrying a grass 
scythe over her shoulder and died as a result. 

Olga Kinna came to Canada as a young girl, 
1903, from Woru, Estonia with her parents, 
John and Marie Kinna, her brothers Fritz, 
Arthur and Ernest and a sister Minnie, They, 
too, settled on a homestead on the banks of the 
Medicine River and five miles north of the pre- 
sent site of Eckville. 

‘The nearest town was Red Deer. Roads were 
mere trails so it took about three days to make a 
trip on foot to Red Deer for groceries. Money was 
scarce so Olga went to work for Robert Gaetz in 
Red Deer for $6 a month. She didn’t know a word 
of English but the Gaetz were wonderful people 
and they got along very well with sign language. 

In 1906, she married Charlie Raabis and took 
over the care of little Helen, 

Charlie worked for several years as 
carpenter on the C.P.R. while Olga looked after 
the farm and the children. When they were able 
to buy a team of oxen, Charlie quit the railroad 
work and started clearing land to make a few 
small fields of oats and barley and a garden. 

‘Around 1910, the Estonian School was built 
and in 1918 the Estonian Hall. Charlle was the 
carpenter for both these community projects. He 
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also helped John Kinna built the first flour mill in 
the community. 

‘As the community grew a cemetery became 
necessary, so Charlie and Olga donated a few 
acres of their homestead to serve as cemetery 
About a dozen people Ile buried there. 

Eventually, horses replaced oxen for field 
work and fields became bigger as more land was 
cleared and broke. The important day of the year 
was when the threshing crew came to thresh the 
little bit of grain each farmer had stacked near 
the log barn so that the straw would serve as both 
food and shelter for the stock during the cold 
winters. 

Charlie also helped Grandpa Kinna build the 
first brush cutter in the community. This was 
pulled by six horses and enabled land to be 
cleared mueh faster than could be done with an 
axe. In time the horses were replaced by a trac- 
tor, 

Charlie was a very community minded person 
| and he and Olga both sang in the Estonian choir. 

Charlie also served many years as trustee and 
secretary-treasurer on the School board and as a 
member of the Board of Directors for the 
| Eckville Co-op Association. 
| ‘When Charlie passed away in 1944, after a 
Ienghty illness, Olga moved to Eckville to take 
| care of her mother and father. After they were 
gone, she stayed in Eckville and spent most of 
her spare time in oll painting. This hobby kept 
her happily occupied for many years. She 
managed to paint a picture for each one of her 
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Raabis Children. Art, Waldo, Clara, Mary, Hij, Salme, 


seven children as well as for most of her 
grandchildren before her passing in the later 
summer of 1976. 

Besides Helen, who passed away at the age of 
10, Charlie and Olga had seven children, the first 
one being a daughter, Salme. Many a time 
Mother had to leave the baby alone while she 
walked for miles through the bush looking for the 
cows at milking time. One cow always had a bell 
hung around her neck so when they were feeding, 
the bell could be heard for quite a distance and 
thus make finding them a lot easier. 

Salme got most of her education at the Esto- 
nian school which was a two-mile walk morning 
and night. Her first teacher was Mr. Egen, 
Later, she walked seven miles morning and 
night to finish her education in the Eckville high 
school where Mr. Ludwig was a very capable 
teacher. She attended normal school in Camrose 
and started her teaching career at the Outlet 
school a few miles north of Bentley where she 
taught grades one to eight. She married a farmer 
by the name of Art Mottus and raised two 
children, Charlie and Donna. 

‘The second daughter, Hilja, also received her 
education at the Estonian school. When she quit 
school, dad put her in charge of the cow milking, 
usually having as many as elght to 12 cows to 
milk by hand morning and night. This had to be 
done exactly the same time every day. Of 
course, we had to have some fun too, so we would 
squirt milk at the little pigs that were rooting 
around among the cows until they learned to lap 
it up as fast as it came at them. Whoever said 
pigs were stupid did not know what they were 
talking about because one little pig waited until 
he found a cow lying down and then helped 
himself to all the milk he could suck. 

After milking, the milk was strained and run 
through a cream separator with the cream com: 
ing out of one spout and the skim milk out of the 
other. The skim milk was fed to the calves, pigs 
and chickens and a part of it was always made 
into cottage cheese. ‘The cream was soured and 
churned Into butter and the rest saved in a can 
until there was enough to take to the creamery in 
Eckville and sold. 











Hilja Kaley, Oranpa Kinna, Olga Rasbis, Edna Kale, Nick 
Kale, sting: Walter Kaley 


Hilja married Nick Kalev, who was well 
known for his musical talents, He was an ac- 
complished trumpet player, directed the choir 
and was a member of a dance orchestra. He 
passed away suddenly in 1951 and left his wife 
and two children, Walter 15 and Edna 13, to farm 
the quarter section on the Medicine Hill 

Carl also went to the Estonian school but quit 
when he was of age and stayed home to help with 
the farming. Later, he worked for the Moro 
brothers In their flour mill in Eckville, He then 
married Ethel Peterson and went farming in the 








Four Generations 


‘olga Raabis - Great Grandmother, Mary 
Bardenhagen = Grandmother, Cenier: Maxine Stevenson "and 
‘daughter Charlene. 





Bentley district. They had five children: Nor- 
man, Carol, Alfred (Alfy), Patricia and James, 

‘Mary, too, started her education in the Esto: 
nian school and attended high school in Eckville, 
walking there with her sister, Salme, She meant 
to complete her high school in Red Deer but a 
distraction came in the form of a happy-go-lucky 
cowboy-farmer by the name of Fred 
Bardenhagen, and school no longer seemed im- 
portant. Mary and Fred were married on July 13, 
1933 and, like in the fairy stories, lived happily 
ever after. 

Arthur went to work as a clerk in the Co-op 
store in Eckville under the management of 
Oswald Uimari, at the age of 16. At that time, the 
Co-op store was located in the building we now 
know as the bakery. Arthur learned to play the 
violin at an early age, as did his younger brother 
Waldo, and together they entertained the rest of 
the family with violin duets. 

‘Some years later, Arthur took up saxophone 
playing and also piano, while Waldo chose the 
trumpet and guitar. They provided the music for 
dances for many years, Arthur's wife, Myrtle, 
playing the piano for them. Arthur's’ favorite 
Sport was baseball and he, as well as his older 
brother, Carl pitched many a game. Arthur and 
Myrtle raised a family of three children: Kaye, 
Marion and David. 

‘They operated a small general store in 
Withrow for a time but gave it up to manage the 
Co-op store in Stettler. Art finally decided to go 
into business for himself and bought the Rainbow 
Cabins and Trailer Court at Syivan Lake and, 
together with Myrtle, developed it into a very 
thriving operation. They eventually sold out and 
retired to Calgary. 

Waldo married Myrtle Greenman and settled 
on the home place when Dad was no longer able 
to manage it due to illness. 

Waldo and Myrtle were both very musical so 
naturally raised a musical family of four, Their 
daughter, Shirley, is married to Eddie Moos and 
though she sews and cares for their family of five 
children, Lane, Derek, Brenda, Sandra and 
Wesley, she takes time to sing at various social 
functions. 

‘Their son, Garry, learned to play many in- 
struments, but the saxophone seemed to be his 
favorite. He went to Red Deer to work and 
become manager of the body shop for Festival 
Ford. He married Susan Whittaker and they 
have three daughters, Leslie and Lana (twins) 
and Pamela. 

Wendy is married to Sid Scheifele and they 
live in Medicine Hat with their infant son, Tyler. 

Debbie is married to Gordon Brown of Fair- 
view and they have two children, Jody and 
Tans. They recently moved to Hines Creek 
where Gordon runs an oil dealership for the 
UREA. 

Waldo and Myrtle sold their farmland NW 16- 
40-3.W5 to Walter Andrew, keeping eight acres 
including the buildings and in 1964 moved to Fair- 








































view where, in partnership with Dorothy Forsell, 
they boughi the “Pinky” coin wash which they 
operated very successfully for ten years, then 
sold it and moved back to their home in the Gilby 
area. 

Bill Sibelin, an old family friend, also lives in 
a trailer in Waldo’s yard. 

For the last three years, Waldo and Myrtle 
have been working as custodians at the Eckville 
High School. 

Clara, nicknamed Bill, when very young and 
still known by that name, went to Vancouver 
when in her teens, took a hairdressing course 
and went to work on a luxury liner, the Prince 
George, as a hairdresser, barber and beautician. 
‘There she met and married the chief steward, 
Vic Bremner. Their family consisted of two child- 
ren, Judy and Allan. 


RANGEN, MR. AND MRS. ALBERT T. — by 
John Rangen and Mrs. Trygve Rangen 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Albert T. Rangen, along with 
their sons Trygve and Hans, moved from Mad- 
dock, North Dakota, U.S.A. in 1905, and settled in 
the Gilby area, Dad filed on a homestead, NE 28- 
40-3-W5, and bought a quarter of C.P.R. land for 
seven dollars an acre, A year or two later he paid 
$11 per acre for another C.P.R. quarter, so he 
then owned S 27-41.3-W5, as well as his 
homestead 

Dad and Mother shipped a carload of settlers’ 
effects and a team of horses to the end of the 
railroad at Lacombe. (The railroad did not get as, 
far as Bentley until 1918 or 1919.) Their 
belongings had to be moved from Lacombe to the 
homestead by horses and wagons. The family 
stayed with a neighbor, Pete Pederson, until our 
own house was built 

‘There was a scarcity of horses throughout the 
country at that time, so Dad started raising 
horses to sell. His horse herd at one time 
numbered between 50 and 60 head. He became 
well-known for his horses, and during the first 
World War people came from far and near to buy 
them. As there were very few fences in those 
days, we often had to ride many miles, for days 
ata time, to locate the horse herd and bring them 
home to the corral. 

Dad also raised cattle and had some pigs. The 
first water well we had was dug by hand, and we 
got the water from the well by the “rope and 
bucket” method. 

Due to his extensive experience with caring 
for livestock, Dad became known as the 
veterinarian of the district, and was often called 
upon by neighbors who needed help with sick cat- 
tle or horses. Dad also had a feed grinder which 
was powered by a horse walking around in a cir- 
cle, thus causing the mill to grind the grain. He 
did’a lot of feed grinding for the neighbors. 

Dad was a good blacksmith, and spent many 
hours over the years shoeing horses and 
sharpening plow shares for himself and his 
neighbors. In 1912, when the local Co-operative 
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Association was formed, Albert was active in its 
organization and became one of the first direc- 
tors, 

Eight children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Rangen. Trygve and Hans were born in the 
United States, then four more boys and two girls 
were born while the family lived at Gilby. Carl 
was born in 1906 and John (whose original name 
was Ingvald) was born in 1908. In 1909 Mother 
and the four boys went on a trip to Stangvanger, 
Norway, to visit her parents, and Karsten was 
born while they were there. ‘They travelled to 
and from Norway by boat, and it took about two 
weeks to go one way. Trygve said he remembers 
when they came back they were all sea-sick most 
of the time. Mother’s cousin, Nils Aarstad, came 
back with them, so she had some help with the 
children. 

Carol (who was originally named Caroline) 
was born in 1912. Alisen (originally named Julie) 
was born in 1913 and Alfred (originally named 
Sakaries) was born in 1915, 





angen Family. Back: Karsten, Cat, John, Hans. Front: Mr. 
angen, Caroline, Allied, Nelle, TyB¥e 


The children first attended the Estonian 
School and later went to the Andrew School, as 
Dad owned land In that district. On one warm 
sunny morning the children went barefoot to 
‘school, but had to come home in the snow! 

Doctors and hospitals were far away in those 
days, but we were fortunate in having a nice 
neighbor with a Model T Ford who took Mother 
to the hospital in Lacombe when she was ill. 
‘Mother passed away in 1918 and is buried in the 
Gilby Cemetery. 

After Mother's death Dad did a wonderful job 
of looking after eight children — the oldest one 15 
years and the youngest only three years old! He 
got help from Some of the neighbor women, but 
he would bake bread, churn butter, and do the 
laundry for the family. We children all had our 
own saddle horses, so we eight rode horseback or 
drove a horse ona two-wheeled cart to school. 
Dad’s cooking kept us well and happy, so we 
never stayed home from school on account of be- 
ing sick. 

In a book (a diary) that Dad used to write in, 
we find this notation: ‘In 1910 he started spring 








Toye and Aes Rangen molting wood with Nome made wood 
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work on the 14th of March and on the 2nd of June 
a foot of snow covered the ground. On June 22 
there was a bad hailstorm and frost, and again 
on the 24th of July.” That must not have been a 
very good year! 

Dad built a house and barn in 1913. The barn 
was finished in 1914, and that barn is still stand 
ing in good shape today. Only half of the house 
was built. There was a big kitchen, a bedroom, 
and a pantry downstairs, and an upstairs, with a 
veranda along the north side of the house. The 
rest of the house was supposed to be on the south 
side, but his other half was never built. Dad 
hauled all the lumber from McPherson’s mill, 
which was northwest, past Leedale some place. 
Since it would take two days to make a trip, Dad 
used four horses so he could haul bigger loads. 
Karl Soderland, who lived someplace north of 
Sylvan Lake, was the carpenter who built it. He 
would stay the week and then walk home for the 
weekends. The rooms were finished with 
grooved lumber, which was varnished. 

In 1912 when the local Co-operative Associa- 
tion was formed, Albert was active in its 
organization and became one of the first direc 
tors. After the death of Mrs. Rangen in 1918, 
about 1922 or 1924, Albert had an auction sale and 
went to the United States for a year or so, taking 
Alfred with him. Carol and Alisen went to stay 
with Alfred Haarstad at Bentley. He came back 
about 1925 and bought land at Leafland, north of 
the Leslieville district. Karsten, Alfred and the 
girls lived there with him. Dad was mailman for 
few years, hauling the mail from Leslieville to 
Carlos. In 1942 he bought a house in New West- 
minster, B.C., where he lived for a few years 
before coming back to live with Alfred. Albert 
passed away in the Eckville hospital in 1945. 

Hans married Margaret Belt, and they had 
five children. 

Carl (deceased) married Audrey Evernden 
and they had three children. 

John married Clara Reirson, and they had 
two children. They are now living in Eckville. 








Karsten Is unmarried, and lives at Sylvan 
Lake. 

Carol (deceased) married Floyd Fitzgerald, 
and they had four children. 

‘Alisen married Leagh Vayle. They had three 
children. 

Alfred is single, and lives in Summerland, 
BC. 

‘Trygve married Mable Solberg of Bentley. 
They had five children. Trygvie passed away in 
1974 and is buried in the Gilby cemetery. 


RANGEN, TRYGVE — by Mabel Rangen 

In 1919 Trygve went down to Loverna to work 
for Chris Torgesen on a farm and in 1920 on his 
return home, riding Old Bess, he had an unfor- 
tunate experience. On the first day of the trip he 
stopped to stay overnight at a farmhouse near 
Stettler. Being very tired, he slept so soundly 
that he did not hear the man of the house when he 
came into the room and took all the money that 
‘Trygve had in his purse, leaving just a bit of 
change that was in his pocket. In the morning 
‘Trygve was going to pay for his lodging, but the 
man said that It was free. He obviously did not 
want Trygve to look in his purse! After riding on 
for a considerable distance Trygve stopped to 
have some dinner and upon looking into his 
purse, found what had happened. Of course it 
‘was too far for him to ride back to the farmhouse 
and he wouldn’t have been able to prove that his 
money had been stolen even if he had gone back. 

‘This experience did not discourage him from 
going back to Loverna and in 1921 he worked for 
another man there. This time he had enough 
money to buy a yellow car (a “bug”) and his trip 
home in the car was uneventful. 

After that he worked for Alfred Haarstad at 
Bentley for a while. Then in 1923 and 1924 he 
attended the Institute of Technology and Art in 
Calgary. He took a mechanical and special trac- 
tor course at Hemphill Trade School in Calgary. 
‘The course cost one hundred dollars for which he 
paid sixty dollars in cash and worked the rest out 
for fifty cents an hour. He stayed at a boarding 
house as there were no dorms in those days. 
‘After finishing his course he was not able to get a 
Job anywhere so in 1925 Trygve, Carl and John 
ought their dad’s farm. ‘The ‘three brothers 
operated the farm together for a while then 
‘Trygve bought out the shares of the others. 

‘Trygve and I, (Mabel Solberg) were married 
on September 6, 1927 in Sylvan Lake. Trygve and 
Hans came down to our place in Trygve’s truck, 
‘a Model T with the top and side curtains taken 
off. After getting to our place Trygve took my 
dad’s car, which did have the top and side cur- 
tains! Hans was our best man and Ethel Andrew 
was bridesmaid. There had been many days of 
rain all that fall and our wedding day was no ex- 
ception. There were no gravelled roads at that 
time and the roads were so muddy that we had a 
hard time getting back to Dad’s. We were so late 
‘hat the guests had enjoyed the reception without 
































us, Even though we got home all wet and muddy 
we joined in the festivities and danced until 
morning. 

After my marriage I came to my new home in 
Medicine Valley to start a new life which was 
quite different for me. I was the oldest girl in my 
family and at home I had been-used to cooking, 
baking, and washing for my parents and my nine 
sisters and five brothers. Trygve had two of his 
brothers staying with him but it was quite a 
change indeed to be cooking for four people in. 
stead of seventeen! 

‘Trygve did all of his farming with horses. He 
was a horse-lover like his dad and had learned to 
ride and work with horses when he was quite 
young. He used to ride for many miles looking for 
the horses on the ranch. He said one could al- 
ways tell which way the horses had gone by the 
direction that the wind was blowing. There were 
no fences in those days, so the horses could go 
where they pleased. He sald he remembered one 
time he was out looking for the horses and they 
had wandered so far that it took him a long time. 
Coming home he met his mother out looking for 
him as she thought he had become lost. 

‘Trygve had two cows and I had brought two 
cows when I came, having got one from my 
grandmother and one from my dad. These were 
the beginning of our herd of cattle. 

Quite a lot of land had been broke on the farm 
so we soon had to start harvest. Pete Moro had a 
threshing rig so he was the first one to thresh 
after I came to the farm. 

1n 1930 we were hailed out so there was vey lit- 
tle grain to sell. We milked a few cows and sold 
cream and eggs. Butterfat was ten cents a pound 
and eggs ten cents a dozen, so you see we didn’t 
have very much money. Trygve would butcher a 
steer and take it to Sestrap’s Store in Eckville so 
we could buy what groceries we had to have — 
we never bought bread or butter! 

Trygve got his first tractor in about 1933. It 
was a Fordson, with steel wheels and lugs on the 
back wheels. In 1934 or 1935 he had Robert and 
Alfred Kinna come to brush and break up a 
‘swamp which was on part of the farm. After we 
got it worked down we seeded it into hay for 
pasture. We had quite a few horses and cattle by 
then, so needed extra pasture. Trygve continued 
the family tradition of raising horses which he 
would sell at the Lacombe horse sale. This sale 
was always held in March and one year there 
had been a bad snow storm at just the time of the 
sale, The road east of our place was all drifted in 
but Trygve got the horses over to Fred Moos’. 
Fred had a big truck to haul horses but when he 
was turning onto highway 11 the truck upset. Of 
course the horses all got out but none of them 
were hurt by the mishap. By the time they got 
the horses loaded again and got to Lacombe the 
sale was over so Trygve had to take just what the 
buyers offered for them. He lost money on that 
load. 

Alter a time Carl moved to his own farm and 
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Hans went to Calgary to take a barber course. 
When Hans finished his course he got married 
and Trygve and I were alone with our family. 

In 1930 we had had our first son, Melvin, 
followed by Allen, who was born in 1932. In the 
spring of 1946 we decided to build a new house as 
Roy had been born in 1937, Glenn in 1940 and 
Joyce in 1942. We had already built a garage so 
we used it for our kitchen and we slept in the 
granaries. We tore down the old house so the new 
‘one could be built on the same spot. George Cum- 
mings and three of his brothers were the 
carpenters. Fred Moos was there with four men, 
clearing and brushing 70 acres of timber, and 
they worked in shifts. There were many men to 
‘cook for and I found this to be quite a chore, liv- 
ing in the garage, with everything being so un- 
handy. 

We had a pressure system put in the new 
house, — being one of the first families in the 
area to do this. We had a 32-volt lighting plant 
because Calgary Power had not yet come to the 
district. We had installed the phone in 1930, and 
Calgary Power did come in September, 1951. 
Trygve, Pete Moro and Albert Hansen were 
some of the ones who worked to get Calgary 
Power in, and they worked on the building of the 
lnes. 

Aiter a time Trygve bought a bigger tractor 
and he and my dad bought a threshing machine. 
In the fall they would go out threshing in the 
Bentley and Lockhart districts for about six 
weeks each fall. In addition Trygve did custom 
breaking and wood-sawing and would grind feed 
for neighbors. Like his dad, Trygve was a good 
blacksmith which encouraged neighbors to come 
to him to get their plow shares sharpened. 
‘Whenever a neighbor had a sick animal he would 
come to Trygve for assistance as he was almost 
like a veterinarian. In fact he was handy at most 
everything — the neighbors even came for halr- 
cuts! 

In 1948 Trygve bought his first combine and 
then in 1950 he got a Massey self-propelled 
machine, one of the first of these machines in the 
district. He and the boys were expanding their 
farming operations and felt that they needed the 
most modern machinery. At one time they were 
farming 12 quarters. 

Gradually our family grew up and, except for 
Glenn, left home. Melvin got married in 1954 to 
Lyla Leahy. They have four children: Laurence, 
Monica, Darcey and Elaine. They live in Edmon- 
ton. Allen was married in 1956. He and his wife 
have three children — Debbie, Dale and Jody. 
They live in Red Deer. Roy married Janet Tip- 
man in 1954 and their two children are Charlene 
and Russel. They live in Calgary. Glenn was 
married to Avril MeNiel in 1961 and his children 
are Randy and Eldon. They live on the Rangen 
farm — being the third generation of Rangens 
to live there! Glen bought a little house from 
Lenoard Beddoes and moved it onto the home 
farm. He and his family lived in this house until 











1967. Glenn had bought the Robert Kingsep farm, 
so we traded our farm for that place. Trygve and 
I moved onto that place in 1967 and Glenn bought 
our east quarter. 

‘Joyce lives on a farm near Rimbey. 

In 1970 Trygve and I went on a month-long 
trip to Norway. It was a nice enjoyable trip. 
‘Trygve saw the place where they had stayed 
wien they were there on a visit. He had many 
cousins there and one uncle still living. The 
cousins were surprised that he remembered 
thelr places. He even remembered the names of 
the horses! 

Between 1970 and 1974 we went to British 
Columbia every summer and had many other 
enjoyable trips together. In 1974 we again went to 
Norway for a visit. We had been there for only 
three days when Trygve passed away with a 
heart attack. Our trip was a tour which was to 
require a month’s time, so [had a lot of trouble to 
get back home and to get Trygve’s body home 
again. He was buried in the Gilby cemetery. 

Tam now living alone on our farm, which is 
located on N.E. 9-40-3-W5. 








MIKAEL AND AILI RAUMAN 

‘Mikael Rauman was born February 15, 1903 
in Senajoki, Finland. Aili Ylinen was ‘born 
January 26, 1904 in Tlimajoki, Finland. Mike and 
‘lll were married in 1923 in their native Finland. 

Being a carpenter by trade, Mike, searching 
for greener pastures, decided that Canada 
sounded like a wonderful place. Leaving Aili, 
Jussi, and Kaisu bebind, he left for Canada in 
1925. He made his home with his uncle, Gabriel 
Maki, and his family northeast of Eckville, 
Alberta. Good carpenters were in great demand 
in the early years, just as they are today. Mike 
helped build homes, and other buildings 
wherever needed, and even made a coffin or two, 
which were almost always homemade at that 
time. 

{In 1928, Aili and family arrived in Canada to 
join Mike: They farmed for a short period of 
time, and during the winter Mike worked in the 
logging camps. The family discontinued farming 
in 1935, and bought a house in Eckville from 
Oswald Umari. This is where thelr son Arne was 
born on August 1, 1936. Money being scarce, 
Mike did carpenter work for Dr. Palmer for ser” 
vices rendered at the birth of their son, Arni 

Dr. Palmer informed Mike that his fee would 
be a bit higher than he had quoted, since he had 
had to use instruments. Quick-witted Mike, 
though, wasn’t going to be horn swoggled out of 
his wages, and made it quite clear that his job 
required instruments, too. Needless to say, they 
decided to compromise and split the difference. 

When the Finnish-Russian War broke out, 
Mike was ready to help protect his ‘mother. 
land”, so, in 1938, he sailed for Finland. He spent 
seven months in'service, returning home when 
peace was declared. 

‘Alter arriving home Mike decided to buy the 
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‘SW 2-40-3-W5 from William and Raino Maki, who 
had moved to Vancouver, B.C. For 26 years Mike 
and Aili lived here and farmed, but then sold 
their farm to Ray and Phyllis Myers, and bought 
a home in Eckville where both are enjoying their 
retirement. 

Son, Juss! (John) is married to Marjorie 
(Lingren) (Posti) and they reside in Vancouver, 
BA 





Kaisu (Katie) is married to Rudolph Saari, 
youngest son of John and Aina Saari. They have 
three children: Alice (Mrs. Jim Stearns), Irene 
(Mrs, Bruce Broad) of Red Deer, and Kenneth, 
who resides at home and helps his father farm. 
Arni is presently employed in Red Deer. 


SAMBROOKE, ALLAN AND DAISY — by Hazel 
‘Sambrooke 

‘Allan was educated at the Estonian School 
and helped his father (Dick) mix mortar and did 
many odd jobs. After a short term with the 
R.C.AF. he was medically discharged and 
returned to the transportation business, where 
he became a long-haul trucker, hauling ‘pre-fab 
and mobile homes to alll parts of Canada and the 
United States. 

In July 1956 Allan married Daisy, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Holland, and the widow of 
Henry Heikkila. They first made their home in 
Bentley, later moving to Sylvan Lake and then to 
Calgary. 

Lenard, Larry and Sandra are now married, 
and Daisy is the proud grandmother of three. 
‘Their son Brian is attending SAIT. After a severe 
heart attack Allan passed away. He was buried 
in Queens Park Cemetery, Calgary, on March 12, 
1974. 


SAMBROOKE, ARNOLD (DICK) AND VIVIAN 
— by Hazel Sambrooke 

Have times changed? Arnold Sambrooke was 
an adventuresome lad, like many a boy of today! 
Arnold was born in 1883 and grew up in Staf- 
fordshire England. He attended an English boys’ 
School and can well remember many a caning 
the head master gave for misdemeanors. Before 
he was 16 years of age, he bid his father and 
mother (Samuel and Emma Sambrooke) 
farewell and lied about his age to enlist in the 
Calvary Company of the Boer War Forces who 
were ready to sail for South Africa (1899-1902). 

Many a tale could be related about his time in 
Africa, but hungry, fleabitten and in rags, he 
returned to London, England, only to see a 
brochure of Canada. This haunted him for weeks 
until he had persuaded a friend to join him and 
then they were off to Canada in 1902. They 
worked in Eastern Canada, returning to England 
in the fall, only to return to Canada with his 
brother Samuel (Tim) in the spring of 1903. 

Arnold, or Dick, as everyone called him, was 
working at Natel when Turtle Mountain came 
tumbling down on the town site of Frank. The 





men of the neighboring town came to help rescue 
any survivors and free the trapped miners, who 
later walked to safety on their own, above where 
the men were digging for them. Dick by now had 
learned the plastering and stucco trade, and did 
many of the buildings in this area. He had 
started to stucco in Fernie, B.C. in 1908 when a 
fire broke out fanned by a high wind that leveled 
the town. All this didn’t discourage him, and he 
moved on to Central Alberta. He worked from 
Red Deer until he became interested in a Bentley 
maiden. 

Dick and Tim settled on homesteads 
northeast of Gilby (NW 2-41-3-W5) in 1909. This 
area was then called “Green Feed Valley” 
because everything froze there before it could be 
harvested. Many a Saturday night was spent 
playing cards with St. John and William O'Neil, 
two brothers who were noted for their hospitali- 
ty, fun and gaiety. Clarence Dameron was the 
auctioneer for their community “box socials”. 
When anyone needed help, George and Leonard 
Beddoes were always there. 

Dick had another brother, William, who came 
to Canada and settled in ‘the Bassano area. 
William later built a monoplane — in 1926, Dick’s 
sister, Minnle (Mrs. J. Tones) settled in Van- 
couver. 

In 1915 Dick married Vivian May Osgoode, 
‘who was born in 1893, the daughter of Elijah and 
Lenora Osgoode of Bentley, and then relocated 
on another farm two miles South, SW26-40-3-W5, 
Here he was able to purchase more land from the 
C.P.R. adjoining his land, at the foot of Medicine 
Hill. Dick worked in the lumber camp during the 
winter and improved his farm during the 
summer months. Vivian was an excellent cook 
and helped cook for the lumber jacks at the 
Jabez McPherson mill in the Carlos area 
northeast of Rocky Mountain House. She was a 
truly fine homemaker and their hospitality was 
well known throughout the area. Dick and Vivian 
spent many a happy evening with John and Mary 
Kurzman, Carl and Mavel Thomas, George and 
Leonard Beddoes and their wives, as well as the 
O'Neil brothers, just to mention a few. 

Dick served on the Estonian School Board 
from 1926-1935 and was in charge of the roads in 
the district under councillor George Fraser and 
secretary Harold Hopkins, at Bentley before 
they moved the offices to Lacombe. The farmers 
in the area were allowed to work out their taxes 
by doing road work. 

One hotly contested issue was the centraliza 
tion of the small schools; another was, before 
teachers’ wages could be raised $50, six dollars 
was given to purchase sports equipment, two 
bats and two balls. 

‘Two sons were born to Dick and Vivian — Ar- 
nold Elijah in 1917 and Allan Jabez in 1922. Dick 
continued his trade in Central Alberta, selling 
their farm machinery and retiring in 1945. The 
land was rented to Rudy and Myrtle Motus. In 
1953 Arnold Elijah purchased the home quarter 
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from his father. Vivian passed away after a 
lengthy Illness, on October 4, 1958, Sometime 
later Dick married Alice Redmond (nee 
McPherson), but this marriage soon broke up 
and he came to live with his son Arnold at 
Eckville, 

Dick was buried on July 17, 1967 in Bentley, 
with full military honours. He was a life member 
of the Royal Canadian Legion, 


SLADE, ARCHIE AND ETHEL 

In the spring of 1950 Archie and Ethel Slade, 
with one-year-old son, Bruce, moved from Nan: 
ton onto the Rosenbaum place, the NE 17-40-3- 
Ws, which was purchased from Robert Smith. 
‘The Bert Molnar family had lived on this quarter 
for a few years. 

We found a few variants from the prairie liv- 
ing to which we had been accustomed. There was 
heavier snow fall, and lack of chinooks; later 
springs, much more rainfall, heavy morning dew 
and less wind; the absence of crocuses (Which 
were greatly missed) but the pleasure of finding 
wild strawberries and raspberries; solving the 
“caving cellar” mystery (moles), thanks to Cliff 
‘Matthews; “If you want beavers to leave your 
fence posts alone, use spruce, not poplar,” (Clift 
Matthews). The hospitality of nelghbors sharing 
steam baths; the land clearing and wood-sawing 
bees; absence of potato bugs, grasshoppers and 
rocks; not a gopher in sight, quite a contrast to 
the great number now! 

‘When Bruce and Connie started school, cross- 
ing the Medicine River to catch the school bus 
was a problem during high water. Shirley Raabis 
rowed them across the river at such times. 

In 1956 we bought the “Keesie” quarter, SE 
18.40-3-W5, from Victor Kraft after he moved to 
Whitecourt. We built on this location in 1960. 

In 1966 when Ralph, Peggy Pihooja, Betty, 
John and Helen moved to British Columbia he 
sold us his half section across the road, N 7-40-35- 
Ws. 

Bruce attended school at Eckville and SAIT 
and now, with his wife, Linda, lives in Red Deer, 
where he is a welder. 

Connie, having received her education in 
Eckville, Lacombe and Red Deer, is living in 
Red Deer, where she is a secretary at Michener 
Centre. 

Jim graduated from the Eckville high school 
in 1976 after having spent a year and a half at 
Lacombe Vocational in welding. 

In 1977-1978 Nigel 4s attending Grade 11 in 
Lacombe, where he is enrolled in the 
automotives course. 











STENVIG, MARTIN AND OLGA 
In 1938' the old Stenvig farm SE 14-40.3-W5 
became the home of Martin and Olga Stenvig. 
August Stenvig and his wife, Jette, remained 
there until 1944, when they moved to Bethany 
Home in Bawlt. 
‘There were five children in the Martin Sten. 
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vig family. These included Marlene (Mrs. J. 
Sorensen), of Calgary; Edward, of Red Deer; 
Donna (Mrs. A. Bagdan of Edmonton); Sharon 
(Mrs. Bruce Alexander) of Edmonton; Judy 
(Mrs. Ed Lauterbach) of Ontario. 

‘Marlene, with a master of education degree is 
at present a librarian and teacher in the Calgary 
schools. Her children are Dana, Trudy and 
Laura. 

‘Edward and Fay live in Red Deer. Edward is 
a sheet metal specialist, employed at Hayhoe's. 
‘Their children are Sheldon, Wendell and 
Kimberley. 

Donna received her bachelor of interior 
design in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Her children are 
Damian, Galen and Brennan. 

Sharon is a legal secretary in Edmonton, and 
has one son, Dylan. 

Judy is also a legal secretary in Ontario, Her 
children are Carrie and Aaron. 

‘All the Stenvig children were encouraged to 
participate in everything. Three of the girls 
received piano lessons for many years. Their 
participation in the beef and garden 4-H Clubs 
taught them invaluable lessons in participation 
for the sake of knowledge. 

Martin's memories are those of threshing 
days. 

(Ciga’s memories include: a happy home — 
picnics on the farm — baseball games on Nels 
Isaacson's land with crowds from all over cen- 
tral Alberta — musical nights at home — basket- 
ball games at Gilby — participation in three. 
hour plays produced by local talent — riding 
horseback — first radio in 1920 — a pressure 
water system in 1921 — community service it 
was possible to render to neighbors. 

‘Happy memories, all. 


SUNSHINE GOSPEL MISSION — by Mrs. Kate 
MacKenzie 

‘Mr. Maclean of Red Deer, a lay preacher, 
held two or three services in the “Young Peoples 
Hall” in 1943, Since most of the people came 
from the north, it was decided to hold services in 
the Andrew Parkkarl home, since that would be 
















































closer. Some time later they were held in the 
‘Simon MacKenzie home. A large Sunday School 
was held with Aune Parkkarl the Sunday School 
teacher, while Margaret Nelson, with helpers 
Audrey’ Ponto, Kate MacKenzie’ and Barbara 
Luomala, looked after the choruses. The adult 
attendance for the service which followed made 
it necessary to have a larger building. 

In 1946, Mr. Maclean bought three acres of 
Government land (NE-11-W5) as well as all the 
material needed for the building. A nice little 
church was erected by the volunteer help of the 
interested men in the district. What a joyous 
time that was! Men hammering and sawing and 
the women keeping them supplied with food and 
coffee! Fifty-four chairs, an organ, pulpit, oil 
furnace, hymn books and book cases were all in: 
stalled in the church. Mr. Hoglund added the 
finishing touches by painting the inside and var- 
nishing the floor. How proud we were to have our 
first service in the new building. Mr. Maclean 
conducted the service and Mrs. Maclean asked 
the blessing on the new church. 





Mr. and Mrs. McLean at Sunshine Mision. 


A board of nine trustees was elected, Mr. 
‘Maclean being the president. A Ladies Aid was 
formed in 1950. Their duties were to look after 
the church. Baby quilts were made and given to 
the new arrivals, fruit baskets were made for 
hospital patients and aid was also given when 
needed for flood or fire relief. The mission 
Ladies’ Aid also sponsored a dear missionary, 
Ruth Ebbern, for many years in Africa. They 
also conducted Vocational Bible School in the 
mission during the summer. Mr. Brunner of Red 
Deer held Vocational Bible School in 1966 in the 
mission. On July 1, 1950 the Sunshine Gospel Mis. 
sion was dedicated by Rev. D. J. Firth, Knox 





















cnc at Gospel Mision Church, July, 1984 


Presbyterian Church, Red Deer. Nearly 100 peo- 
ple were present for the service and the social 
which followed. The following Sunday, Mrs. 
Audrey Ponto was elected to be responsible for 
the Sunday School and Mrs. Mary Hoglund and 
Emil Viltala for the music; she on the organ and 
he with his violin. (Mary Hoglund passed away 
in June 23, 1953.) Mrs. Lymie Schultz took over 
as organist and later Beverly Langer filled in. 
Mr. E. Viitala passed away November 7, 1968. 
‘They were both sadly missed as they’ were 
faithful church members. Mr. Maclean, along 
with his dear wife, falthfully served the mission 
for 18 years. They came, rain or shine. Mr. 
Walter Quantz, of Gimlet, filled in for two years 
when Mr. Maclean had surgery. Mr. Maclean 
came back and with an exchange program once 
a month with Rev. Broadway of Lockhart, he 
| was able to serve two more years. In 1965, due to 
ill health, he asked to be relieved. Mr. Walter 
| Kokot of Leslieville filled in as pastor of the mis. 
| sion. In 1967, Mr. Willlam Hutton served for two 
years, followed by Mr. Don Friesen, who served 
until we closed temporarily. 










‘Many happy events took place over the years. 
Great plenies were held every spring with all the 
Ice cream and pop the children could eat, again 
supplied by Mr. and Mrs. Maclean. The Christ- 
mas concerts were put on in the mission by the 
church members and, at times, the building 
couldn’ hold all who came. The Three Hills Bible 
Camp, which the children from the mission 
attended, went on for many years. Each year 
Mr. Maclean would have them meet at the 
church; he would take his truck, drive them to 
the camp at Gull Lake, and take them home 
when it was over. A very happy event took place 
when Margie MacKenzie and Noel Stevenson 
were married in the mission, May 30, 1959. This 
was the only marriage solemnized in the mis- 
sfon. Mr. Maclean was master of ceremonies and 
proposed the toast to the bride. 

‘One remembers the lovely prayers by Mrs. 
‘Maclean every Sunday and the beautiful Finnish 
prayers by Mr. Peltonen. One also remembers 
‘Mr. Maclean and his Bible, which was so much a 
part of him, everywhere he went, even when he 
was working. He and his wife did’a great deal of 
good in the district and encouraged the young 
people to live according to the Bible teachings. I 
am sure when they were called home, Mrs. 
‘Maclean in 1958 and Mr. Maclean in 1968, the 
Lord said, “Well done, my good and faithful ser- 
vants”. 


TE THUBRON FAMILY — by Mrs. Clare 
jomas 

Our Dad, Oscar Thubron, was born in the 
County of Durham, England. Hiis parents lived in 
a mining town where they owned a hotel. Dad 
came to Canada in 1902 and settled on a 
homestead 17 miles north east of Calgary adjoin: 
ing land owned by his sister, Elizabeth Greig and 
her husband John, 














‘Mom, formerly Agnes Bullivant, was born in 
Ripon, Yorkshire, England. Her father was the 
schoolmaster there and Mom taught school un- 
der him for several years. When he retired they 
came to Canada in’1902 and also took up land 
north east of Calgary. That was where she met 
and married Dad. 





‘Oscar and Agnes Thubron, son George. 1907 


Dad's brother, Alf, came out to Canada in 1909 
and went into partnership with Dad, working on 
the farm and raising pure-bred Red Poll cattle 
whieh they took on the show circuit every year, 
taking in all the fairs. After being halled out and 
Gried out numerous times, they decided it was 
time to move, and in 1918 they moved to a farm 
at Gilby where Uncle Alf and my brother Percy 
lived together until Alf passed away in 1977, at 
the age of 92 years. Percy continues to live on'the 
farm, 

We have many happy memories of growing 
up at Gilby. This was a little country store bullt 
on what was once part of our land and at that 
time was owned by Mr. Walter and Jim 
Shorrock. It was a wonderful little store, stocked 
with everything you could want. The mail used to 
come three times a week, delivered by team 
from Eckville. This was quite an event and most 
of the people would come to the store to get the 
mall and groceries, but most of all just to visit. 

Dad gave the community enough land to build 
a Hall, so in 1921 the Gilby Hall was bullt by com- 
munity effort and is still serving a very useful 
purpose for all in the district, 

‘Mom was a very active person, always will- 
ing to give a helping htand in any way she could. 
Alter getting her plano she gave music lessons to 
several of the young people, and loved to play 
while everyone sang. She passed away in 1969 
after living a full and eventful life. 

Unele Alf and Mr. Gilbertson were instrumen- 
tal in getting the Medicine Valley Livestock Pool 
started and Uncle Alf served as manager and 
secretary for about eight years. He always 
thought he was one of the last ones to drive down 
Calgary's eighth avenue with a load of hay, for, 
after delivering his hay at the market and start 
Ing back, he was stopped and told he couldn’t go 











that way any more as the street was now closed 
for teams and wagons. 

‘There were Just the three of us children — 
George, Percy, and I (Pat). George was married 
to Katherine Moe of Langdon. They lived in Red 
Deer for several years but now reside in 
Calgary. They have three boys, Bill, Jack and 
Gary, and six grandchildren. Bill’ married 
Honora Brown from Calgary and they have three 
children, Cheryl, Douglas and Laura. Jack 
married Elinor Hole from Twin Buttes, Alberta, 
‘Their two children are Judy and Brian, Gary 
married Diana Gulby from Smith Falls, Ontario, 
and they have one boy, Jackie. 

Percy stayed and worked the farm when Dad 
died in 1938. He continues to live there alone 
since the death of Uncle Alf. 

In 1941 I was married to Clare Thomas, who 
had come to the Benjamin District with his 
parents in 1934. We continued the farming 
operations on the Thomas farm until 1957, at 
which time we moved to Eckville. For the next 18 
years Clare was employed, first by Bill Elluk 
and later by Bob Matthews, until forced into 
sembretirement for health reasons in June of 
1975. 

We have three children — Sharon, Ted, and 
Linda, and four grandchildren — ‘Kathleen, 
Michael, Jason and Steven. Ted married Claudia 
White of Ottawa and Linda married Evan Kind 
of Eckville, All of the children are living in the 
Eckville area. 


TOLONEN, MR. JACOB — by Margaret Jack, 
his daughter 

Jacob Tolonen was born in Paltamo, Finland, 
in 1887. He emigrated to the United States to 
Hancock, Michigan in 1907 where he worked in a 
mine for a year. He then came to Alberta in 
‘November of 1908 to settle on a homestead near 
Enchant. Dad was joined by his brother, 
Edward, in 1910 and they farmed together for 
two years. In the summer of 1912 dad fook a trip 
to Portland, Oregon, where he met Annie 
Leinonen. They were married in Taber on 
September 26, 1912. 

Children born to them in Enchant were Toimi, 
Mary, Hilja, Walfred (Slim), Ann, Jake and 
Margaret. 

In November of 1925 they left Enchant and 
came to Olds, where they lived on Reed Ranch, 
eleven miles east of Olds for one year, moving to 
Trochu in November of 1926. Mother died in 
March, 1927 after giving birth to twin girls, 
‘Thelma and Doris. The twins were adopted by 
two local families. 

‘The problems without a mother proved to be 
many, but one incident turned out to be fruitful, 
when Mary, age 12, and just learning to bake 
bread, made one recipe and ended up with 25 
loaves of bread. 

‘The family moved to Eckville in 1932, settling 
on CPR land, section S.E. 13-40-3-W5, purchased 
by Toimi. 








Jacob Tolonen and family. Ana, Jake, Mary, Doris, Hila, 
‘Toi, Thelma, Slim, Margaret. Froni: Mr. Tolonen, 





One type of recreation which Mr. Tolonen en- 
joyed was cross-country skiing, and he won 
many prizes in skiing competitions. Prizes at 
that time were gratefully received, for they were 
groceries or sacks of flour. 

‘Jake and Margaret attended Estonian School. 
Ann spent her school years at Boyle School while 
living with Mr. and Mrs. Victor Matson. Mary, 
Hilja and Slim worked away from home in their 
late teens. Toimi worked for one and a half years 
at the flour mill in Eckville, but after his 
marriage to Elsie Moos he commenced farming 
full time and has remained on the same farm 
near Eckville until the present time. They have 
two children, Rodney and Deloyce. Mary 
married Lester Lundberg (deceased) and now 
lives at Fort Saskatchewan. Her children are 
Jack and Stanley. 

Hilja (deceased) married Fred Takkinen, 
who resides in Eckville. They had three children, 
Alice, Lawrence, and Karen. 

Walfred (Slim) married Fern Greenman, 
They are living at Fort Saskatchewan. Thelr 
children are Paula, Elaine and Linda, 

‘Ann married Percy Thomas, and they are liv- 
ing at Sieamous, British Columbia. Their six 
children are Percy, Philip, Tom, Doug, Harry 
and Michael. 

Jake married Agnes Allen and they live at 
Lacombe. Allen, Robin, Norma and Nancy are 
thelr children. 

Margaret married Robert (Scotty) Jack 
(deceased). She lives at Lethbridge and her 
children are Jim, Ken and Lori. 

‘Mr. Tolonen retired to the town of Eckville 
about 1950, later moving to the Sylvan Lake 
Lodge. He is now residing in a Nursing Home in 
Red Deer. He has been blessed with 23 
grandchildren and 31 great-grandchildren. 





TOIMI TOLONEN — by Elsie Tolonen 
‘Toimi came to Eckville in 1932 and purchased 
the SE 13.40-3-W5. He worked in the Olds and 
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Didsbury areas until 1934, then came back to 
Eckville to stay and purchased the NE quarter of 
13-40-3-W5. 

In the summer of 1935, he started to work in 
the Eckville flour mill and continued with that 
Job until late fall of 1936. In 1937, he married 
Elsle Moos and settled on the farm. There was 
land to be cleared the first few years and this 
was all done by hand. Our farming the first few 
years was done with horses. 

In 1956, Mr. and Mrs. Tolonen bought the NW 
18.40-2-W5 from Andy Harvilow. We had a few 
head of cattle, pigs and chickens. Everybody had 
big gardens.’ People did a lot of canning of 
vegetables and also meat, as we had no freezers 
{in those days. People also picked and canned a 
lot of berries for fruit. We went west of Rocky 
Mountain House, coming home with tubs full of 
blueberries and cranberries, picked with 
pickers. It was fun as three or four families 
would go together and of course a picnic lunch 
was packed to enjoy at noon. 

We did not own a car the first few years, so 
usually got a ride with someone who did have a 
car. On one oceasion there was a dance at one of 
the halls, so we went by horse and buggy to my 
brother’s place, Hans Moos, and then went with 
them in their car to the dance. Jake, Toimt's 
brother, was along, too. Then in the wee hours of 
the morning, coming home with the horses, 
something came loose on the harness and seared 
the horses. Immediately we were having a 
runaway! Jake jumped off, tearing his sult, and 
the rest of us were thrown off. The horses were 
found in our ravine the next morning, tangled up 
in the trees. Toimi and Jake were not hurt, but I 
had my knee in a cast for a few weeks. 

‘About a year and a half later a daughter, 
whom we named Deloyce, was born to us in the 
Bentley Hospital. The Eckville Hospital did not 
‘open until four days later. This hospital was in 
the house that the Roy Saari’s live in now. Two 
and a half years later Rodney was born, We were 
so happy that the hard work, even’ washing 
clothes by hand, did not bother us. 

Margaret, Toim’s younger sister, was stay- 
ing with us and going to school.’ Whenever 
Toimt’s dad and brothers, Slim and Jake, would 
be out of work they would stay and help us until 
they found work again. 

When Slim and Fern were married they 
stayed with us until they got a place of their own, 
‘They lived on the Fred Moos farm for one year 
then bought the NE 5-40-2.W5. I enjoyed Fern's 
help and the company. After a meal we would 
Tush through the dishes, sit down and listen to the 
soap operas on the radio. We were busy those 
days, but once in a while we would take the after 
noon off and visit neighbors. We usually walked, 
taking the kiddies in a sleigh in the winter and in 
‘a wagon or push cart in the summer. One spring 
‘we were walking by a slough and heard the frogs 
really croaking. Rodney was just old enough to 
talk, and he asked, “Mummie, do frogs talk 











Finn?” He thought this because when Grandpa 
talked Finn he could not understand him, either. 

We had our sewing circle meeting every two 
weeks, each member taking her turn in having it 
at her house. We would walk, if close, or get a 
ride with one of the ladies’ who had a car. 
Children were taken to the meetings, too. We still 
had our meetings until the winter of 1976-77. That 
year we just never got started. 

When Margaret was through school, she 
found a job. Deloyce, just a little girl about four 
years old, loved her auntie and hated to see her 
0. She told her auntie she would let her let the 
water out of the sink if she would stay home! 

Jake was overseas at war, where he met 
Agnes Allen of Edinburgh, Scotland. They were 
married in Scotland just before the war ended. 
Jake came home five months ahead of Agnes. 
‘They stayed with us for a while until they bought 
the Lundberg place. 

As time went on things got a little easier, as, 
tractors replaced horses and better machinery 
was bought. 

Winters were bad for us in the late 1940's, as 
Toimi was so sick with asthma that he had to 
spend most of the winters in bed. Many times I 
had to call Dr. Coppock out in the middle of the 
night to attend Toll. I was lucky to have 
‘Toimi’s dad here sometimes to help with the 
chores. As the children grew older we hada lot of, 
help. 

After their school days Deloyce took up 
education, and taught for a few years before she 
married Robert Burns of the Diamond Valley 
area. 

Rod stayed at home and helped on the farm. 
He later became interested in cattle and did 
blood testing in these areas for two and a half 
years under Doctor Speirs. He married Nancy 
Morgan of Rocky Mountain House. They lived on 
what used to be the Bill Palm place. They farm 
and raise cattle, some of which are purebred 
Simmentals. They have one daughter, Kathy, 
who was born in 1969. 





VITALA, JOHN ADULF 
John Adulf, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. John 





Emil Vela, Ame Rawman, Saima Vital, Lempi Toivanen, 
-Emie Vila, Peter Toivanen a he Vila home. 








G, Viitala, married Myrtle Gibson of Weyburn, 
‘Saskatchewan in December, 1942. 

‘They farmed the NW 240.3-W5, northeast of 
Eckville for a number of years. This is where 
their son, Wilfred, was born in 1943. 

‘After farming for a few years John and Myr. 
tle decided this wasn’t the life for them, so the 
family moved to Edmonton. 

‘Myrtle passed away on June 8, 1955 and John 
on July 1, 1960. Both are buried in the Pleasant 
‘View Cemetery in south Edmonton. 

Son Wilfred is a member of the Edmonton 
City Police. Wilfred Is married to Wanda 
Haddwitz of Edmonton and they have three 
daughters. 


VIITALA, MR. AND MRS. JOHN G. —by Ernest 
Viitala 

In 1914, Mr. and Mrs. John G. Viitala and 
sons, John, aged 14 and Emil, aged 12, moved 
from Worcester, Massachusetts, U.S.A. to Alber- 
ta. They settled four and a half miles northeast of 
Eckville on NW-2-40-3-W5. John and his family 
stayed at the home of his sister, Mrs. J. Maki, 
while building their own log house. 





Bl Mackie, John Vital 
Gabriel Mackie, Mes. Mack 


Reino Mackie, Emil Vitla. Siting: 
, Mrs. Vala, ohn Vital S. 








After his home was completed John went out 
to work to get his first cow. Later his boys began 
sawing wood and grinding grain around the 
country. The wood saw, grinder and gas engine 
were set on a frame on the sleigh or wagon pulled 
by a team of horses. That’s how they paid for 
part of their farm implements. 

Emil was in threshing crews with Koski's, 
‘Thorkman’s and Langer's in steam engine days. 
He also played in the band in the 1920’s and 
1930's. In 1929 Emil married Saima Asunma (nee 
Rauman) who had come to Alberta from 
Finland in 1927 with her son Elmer, aged four 
years. Emil and Ernest, born in’ 1933. The 
children took their schooling In the Estonian 
School. 














‘Mrs. John (Maria) Viitala died in 1934 at the 
age of 64 years, John Sr. died in 1951 at the age of 
81 years. 

Emil served on the Estonian School Board for 
several years. He also played the violin at 
Sunshine Gospel Mission from 1950 until his pass- 
ing away in 1967 at the age of 65 years. He is 
buried in the Eckville cemeter 

Elmer Is residing in Innisfail, and works for 
Ready-Mix. 

Ellen and John Kardelis are residing in 
Kamloops, B.C. They have three boys and a girl. 

John, while working at Inuvik, N.W.T., dled 
suddenly on August 21, 1977, at the age of 46 
years. 

Ernest married Juanita Lee on July 20, 1974 in 
Eckville, where they now reside. Ernie's 
mother, Saima, makes her home with them. 











Erie and Juanita Vital ly 20,1974 


eney and Anna at Wernick house - 1974 





WERNICK JOHN AND EMMA — by Henry 

In the fall of 1904, Jean Warnick and Emma 
Jasmin were married and immigrated to 
Canada in March, 1905, Jean came from a family 
of three boys and one girl. He carried on the 
same trade as his father carpentering. After 
finishing his apprenticeship in Russia, he then 
formed a partnership with his father. But his 
desire was to become a farmer, which was im- 
possible to do in Estonia on account of such a 
population. On hearing it was easier in Canada to 
get started, decided to venture, arriving by rail 
at Red Deer and then by wagon to Gilby staying 
for the first month with the Carl Langers. At this 
time he filed on a homestead, now owned by 
“Shorrock Bros.”. 

To make ends meet financially he got a 
summer job in Calgary as a carpenter on the 
C.P.R. who were building a bridge over the Bow 
River. During this time, Emma stayed with the 
John Rabbis’. In the fall Jean came home to Gil- 
by and built a one-roomed house to do until such. 
time as he could afford better, which he did in 
1909. In 1910 he received the deed to his 
homestead and to his surprise found they had 
changed his name to John Wernick. Rather than 
go through a lot of red tape to correct it, left it 
that way. A carpenter with tools was really in de- 
mand. Some of his extra work was in making cof- 
fins and he made many in those early days. He 
also built the Maasepp’s turbine wheel and hous- 
ing which was the local grist mill at that time, 

Carpentering and farming were more than a 
one man job so decided to do something else. He 
then put an ad in the Winnipeg Free Press and 
was soon contacted by Mr. Gates of 














Summerland, B.C. and a deal was made. His 
homestead and stock were traded for a ten acre 
orchard with a house plus implements and a 
horse named Jerry who also went with the place 
when sold later. 

‘On May 24, 1916, John, Emma and a family of 
four children left Gilby for B.C. going by train to 
Okanagan Landing and the rest of the way by 
boat (S.S. Sicamous which is now a museum on 
the lake shore at Penticton) to Summerland. 
Here they stayed for four years during which 
time he built up the orchard and remodelled the 
house which still stands in Summerland. 

In 1920 they decided to return to Estonia, now 
with five children. John’s parents were still in 
the same house as when he left in 1905. As John 
was now a Canadian citizen he was not entitled 
to own land in Estonia. To fill in time he had a 
machine agency until he could get started on a 
farm for himself. The three eldest returned to 
Canada, namely Henry in 1926, Anna in 1927 and 
Eddie in 1929 leaving two brothers and one sister 











and their parents in Estonia. John passed away 
{in 1948 at the age of 74 and Emma in 1962 at the 
age of 80. 

On coming to Canada Henry attended 
‘Technical School in Calgary taking up Industrial 
Electrical Engineering. This was during the 
Depression and not many jobs available of our 
choosing, so was offered and accepted a motor 
mechanic's job and stayed at it for over thirty 
years, over 29 years with Edmonton Motors, un 
iil retiring in 1971. During this time he married 
and ralsed two boys and one girl and presently 
has five grandchildren. Henry and his wife are in 
Edmonton and previous to that lived in the Peace 
River country. 

Anna married soon after arriving in Canada 
and raised three boys and six girls and now has 
22 grandchildren. Anna was widowed some years 
ago. 

Eddie did farming and carpentering in B.C. 
Here he married and raised two boys and three 
girls and now has five grandchildren. 














Gimlet 


THE GIMLET SCHOOL 

When families with children of school age set- 
tle in an area it soon becomes apparent that a 
school house is needed. A few students from 
Gimlet had to go all the way to the Leedale 
school so in 1908, George Meredith as head 
carpenter with a volunteer crew got timber out 
and had lumber sawed and they built the Gimlet 
school on N.W. 15-41-4-W5. The hardware (nails, 
hinges ete.) was brought from Lacombe and the 
total cost of the school was $800.00. 








‘Original Gimlet Schoo! bailing. Bui in 1908 


The first school board consisted of three 
members who were Izondorf, Mottet and Becker 
and the first teacher assigned to Gimlet was 
Mrs. Clay Aldridge who started at a salary of 
$4.00 a day or $840.00 per year. Thirteen children 
started school that first term either walking or 
riding horseback for miles. 

Following is a list of teachers that taught at 
the Gimlet school between the 
1954. Mrs. Clay Aldridge, Mr. Tenant, Mr. Fallis, 
Mr, McLeod, Miss Lillian Sharpe, Mr. Trenholm, 
Mrs. Liela Anderson, Miss Milne, Miss Merton, 
Mr. E. A. Chappell, Mrs, Lewis, Miss Hattie 
Dobbs (later Mrs. Harry Stears),’ Miss Geneva 
Clayton (later Mrs. Jim Baird), Miss Selma 
Rabbis, Miss Elsie Peterson, Mr. Russel Hall, 
Miss Thelma Olson, Miss’ Ruth Hill, Mrs. 
Kathleene Johnson, Mrs. Marsh, Miss Bessie 
Snyder, Mr. Allan Embrey, Mr. Eddie Dahms, 
Miss Ruth’ Holland, Mr.’ Alix Mercer, Mr. 














Gilet school kids, 1911 of 1912, Rustel Hall was the teacher. 
Kids are, left to right: Lucy Mote, Janete Heisendort, Stanley 
Brown, "Raymond Heisendorf, Ralph Ease, George’ Mote, 
Herbert Eater 


Vessey, Mrs. McDonald, Mrs. Stenrue, Mrs. 
Mamie Luton, Mrs. Louise Jones and Miss Barr. 

Memorable events for students, teachers, and 
parents alike were the annual June picnics and 
the annual Christmas concerts held at the school. 
Everyone in the district brought a picnic lunch 
and it was all put together and everyone ate 
together. ‘Then they had ball games, races and 
the local ladies had a concession booth. The 
wind-up of the big day that everyone looked 
forward to was the dance. Everyone joined in at 
these dances, bedding sleeping children in the 
sand table, on desks or in the corner and usually 
the last group of people were seen leaving as the 
dawn was breaking. 

‘Then the Christmas concerts were highly an- 
ticipated by the children as the teachers had 
them memorizing and practising poems, drills, 
plays and songs from about the first of 
November for the concert which was held 
between December 17 to 22. The concert started 
the evening and kept everyone well entertained 
for one and a half to two hours, the highlights be- 
ing saved to the very last when the children all 
lined up and sang “Here Comes Santa Claus” 
and you'd hear the “tinkle, tinkle” of his bells 
and in would come the jolly old fellow and take 
his place by the beautifully decorated Christmas 
tree and hand out candy bags and gifts to all the 
eager children. To end this night of fun, a dance 
followed with music suppiled by ‘a local 
orchestra, 











‘Track meets were a hectic day for teachers 
and enjoyed immensely by all the students par: 
ticipating, but just as much by those who weren’t 
because it was a holiday. For divisional 
trackmeets, everyone was loaded in the back of a 
truck and transported to a central rendezvous. 

‘Then in 1954 came the centralization of 
several country schools and Gimlet had to close 
her doors to learning and “bus” the children to 
Leslieville. However, the school was not lost. The 
school building was bought by the community in 
the late 1950's for $400.00 and is now known as the 
Gimlet Community Center and is still controlled 
by a very efficient crew of board members. The 
building is used for numerous community func. 
tions and the men of the district have built a 
fabulous set of rodeo grounds there, which sees a 
very active little rodeo annually on the third Sun 
day of June. 


‘THE GIMLET SOCIALITE LADIES CLUB — by 
Ruth Casey 

In 1945 we held an organization meeting in the 
Gimlet school with the purpose of organizing a 
ladies club in the district. Thus the Gimlet 
Soctalite Ladies Club was formed, the name be- 
ing submitted by Miss Vessy, the sister of our 
school teacher at that time. 

Mrs. Gladys Belt was our first president and 
Violet Brown the secretary. Among the first 
members of our club were: Laura Chappell, 
Rosie Walls, Jean Evernden, Lenora Jodoin, Sal- 
ly Evernden, Pauline Kelm, Selma Dyrland, Fee 
Mason, Annie Parker, Hattie Pimm, Anne 
‘Tkacik, Violet Belt, Dorothy Dahms, Mabel Er- 
vin, Miss Vessey, and Ruth Casey. Our aim was 
to meet once a month and bring some social ac- 
tivity into the communi 

Among our first activities was a play. All of 
the participants will remember Stuart Chap- 
pell's delicious pancakes and Mrs. Browns’ 
apple pie. These were the sort of midnight 
‘snacks we demanded while rehearsing! — and I 
think it’s time we put on another play 

Down through the years we have held card 
parties, bridal showers and our annual fall pot 
luck suppers. Then there has almost always been 
a pancake supper in February, the one event 
when the gents don an apron and “flip the flap- 
jacks”. 

In 1956 the question arose, what will we do 
with our old school” So the Community Club was 
formed, and we bought it to be used as a Com. 
munity Centre. Ever since then, the people of 
Gimlet, Leedale, and Medicine Valley have kept 
it going and it is now used as a Rodeo grounds as 
well, with an annual rodeo held on the third Sun- 
day in June. 

"The Gimlet Socialites are still an active ladies 
club, and the membership to date is as follows: 
Gail’ Johnston, Bea Clough, Ruth Neal, Mrs. 
Margaret Houston, Violet Brown, ‘Trudy 
Houston, Rose May, Fileen Feddersen, Florence 














Feddersen, Myrtle Jackson, Hannah Oldford, 
‘Marjorie Staudinger, and Ruth Casey 





GIMLET UNITED MISSIONARY CHURCH 

When the district was first being settled and 
for many years thereafter, church services were 
conducted out of the Gimlet schoolhouse by 
Christian workers from Didsbury or Christian 
School teachers and other people who wished to 
assist. 

‘Then in 1933 a young couple originally from 
South Dakota, who had just graduated from 
‘Mountain View Bible College in Didsbury, were 
commissioned to full-time service in the Gimlet- 
Aurora district. 








‘The first resident minister and his wife at the Gimlet Missionary 
(Church, Mr- and Mrs, Mele Baker. 


Upon arriving at their mission, Mr. and Mrs. 
Merle Baker stayed at the John Olson farm while 
finding and fixing a place to live. They decided 
on a house owned by Robert Flack which he said 
they could live in, if they thought it livable. So 
they bought a roll of building paper and 
proceeded to cover the logs. Interrupted by a 
loud noise from under the building, they pulled 
up a floor board to find a family of skunks had 
first occupancy at that location. But sensing the 
newcomers inient to stay, Mama skunk packed 
up her bables and moved on, 

‘The Baker's finished repairing the house and 
furnished it with orange boxes and other locally 











acquired chattel. And here they lived for the 
next four years while making their thirty mile 
trip each Sunday to their individual ap- 
pointments of Gimlet, Aurora and Washington 
Heights. This they did by team and buggy. One of 
the team had a wee colt and being too small to 
make the trip on his own, they had fo let it ride in 
the wagon for the first few weeks. 

‘Mr. Kenneth Chadbourne gave a corner of 
land on which a new parsonage could be built and 
in 1937 the Bakers regretfully moved into the 
nice new three room house that Mr. Baker had 
built. After four years the old log shack was still 
home to them. 
hhurch services, Sunday school and Daily 
Vacational Bible School were still being held in 
the Gimlet school. Tent meetings were also held 
Just across from the school. Mr. and Mrs. Baker 
served Gimlet and thelr other districts for six 
years before moving to another field. When Mr. 
Baker came to Gimlet there were no members of 
the United Missionary Church but at the ter- 
mination of their ministry here in 1939 the jour- 
nal reports a membership of sixteen people. 

Rev. and Mrs, Habermehl (Albert and 
Beulah) succeeded the Bakers at Gimlet and 
served here from 1939 to 1944. They, too had 
smelly experiences with the little black and 
white cats that roamed quietly about the 
neighborhood. One night when Mr. Habermehl 
was away and Gladys Beckett was staying with 
Mrs. Habermehl, an uninvited guest caused 
bediam in the barn where the chickens stayed. 
e ladies, neither of which were experienced 
with a shotgun, proceeded with gun and lantern 
up the ladder of the barn, and pointing the gun 
down the feed chute, Gladys pulled the trigger. 
She was nearly unseated from her perch but 
there was no Mr. Skunk, only his odor remained 
to haunt them for months. 

Replacing the Habermehis in 1944 and ser- 
ving until 1946 were Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Neufeld 
(Ernie and Myna). 











(Gimlet United Missionary Church 
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During these years spring break-up and 
summer Trains made it very difficult to cross the 
Gimlet creek to get to the school for church ser- 
vices. So when Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Quantz (Les 
and Evelyne) took over the ministry here in 1946 
it was decided it was a time for a change. Mr. 
and Mrs. James Houston donated seven acres of 
Iand one mile south of the Gimlet school (S.W. 15- 
41-4-W5) and the parsonage was moved, 
enlarged and remodelled. 

Rev. Quantz and the people of the district then 
proceeded to erect a church on the site. Les’s 
brother Walter, succeeded him in 1950 and it was 
on Oct. 8 of that year that the Gimlet and Aurora 
congregations met with Mr. Frey, the District 
Superintendent and former pastors for the 
dedication service of the new church. 

Mrs. Leinonen, a lovely little lady who lived a 
mile and a half from the church, very generously 
donated the big bell that is in the church in hopes 
she may hear it toll all the way to her place. 

Rev. Jim Maconochie pastored at Gimiet 
from 1951 to 1955. During this period, Jim took 
time off to go to British Columbia and bring back 
a bride who was the former Jean Burgess. Jim 
and Jean were highly respected and the district 
regretted their leaving when they were called to 
another field in 1955. 

But they were glad to have Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Quantz (Walter and Elsie) to minister to 
them until 1959. 

Next a big, humerous, slow speaking, wonder- 
ful man was appointed to Gimlet in the form of 
Rev. Earl Archer and he and Mrs. Archer 
(Katherine) were with us until 1962, During their 
ministry the parsonage and church were wired 
for electricity. 

Mr. and Mrs. Duane Umbach came to Gimlet 
in 1962 for a two year term followed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Wayne Snyder (Wayne and Vicky) who 
ministered here for a year. 

In 1966 Colin Meikle served Gimlet faithfully 
while finishing his bible school training. He also 
took time to acquire a wife (Shirley) while he 
was here and in 1967 left us in the care of his 
brother Allan and his wife Gale. 

Gimlet then had Mr. and Mrs. Don Bacon 
(Don and Grace) minister to them for just one 
year, and in 1972 Mr. and Mrs. Carl Wilcox came 
to take over this field. Their pastorship was en- 
joyed until he was replaced by Mr. Randy Ariss 
and his wife, Lynn, in 1975, and they are still 
working this field to date 1978, 








MR. AND MRS. H. BURLEY BELT AND 
FAMILY — by Galdys Belt 

Burley Belt and Charlotte Sterling were 
married In Iowa, U.S.A. In 1903 and moved to the 
Haynes area in 1907. In 1908 they moved to their 
homestead northwest of Wittenberg (now known 
as Leedale). While living there Burley served as, 
councillor for a number of years. About 1912 he 
purchased one of the first outfits for wood-saw- 


















































Burley and Charlote Belton thse wedding in 1903, 


Ing and he also had one of the first threshing 
machines in the area. 

In 1916 the family moved to the Gimlet dis- 
trict where they farmed for a number of years. 
When their eldest son, Roy, took over the farm 
they moved to James River Bridge in 1946. After 
their retirement they lived for a time at 
Didsbury and later lived in Red Deer. 

Burley passed away in 1961 and Charlotte in 
1969, Of their eight children, Rosa, Pauline, and 
Margaret reside at Huntingdon, B.C.; Ruth lives 
In Red Deer, and Donald lives'in Sundre. 





Burley and Charlote Belt on their Golden Wedding Anniversary 


Sawing wood at Burley Belts in the early 1930's. 


‘THE ROY BELT FAMILY — by Gladys Belt 
Roy Belt was the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Burley Belt. He grew up in the Gimlet area. He 
served overseas from 1940 to 1945 in World War 
IL, Upon leaving the forces he took over his 
parents’ farm and in August, 1946 he married 
Gladys Gahagan of Alsask, Saskatchewan. 

Due to Roy's poor health they were forced to 
eave the farm and then moved around a bit until 
they settled in Leslieville, in August, 1959. They 
had four children: Ellen Gusek and Lorraine 
‘McNutt of Rocky Mountain House, Evelyn of Ot- 
tawa, Ontarlo and Harley of Leslieville 

Harley is presently enrolled in a two-year 
police science course at Mount Royal College in 
Calgary. After completion of this course he plans 
to take his R.C.M.P. training. 

Roy was postmaster at Leslleville for ten 
years before his death in July, 1967. Gladys con- 
tinued on as postmistress until her retirement in 
June, 1976. She still resides in Leslieville. 





BERRY FAMILIES: JOHN AND MAGGIR, 
HARRY AND BESSIE BERRY, JACK AND 
MARGARET (nee BERRY) WALLS — by Mar- 
garet Walls 

My dad and my brother, Harry, came trom 
Lancashire, England in 1911 to file on NW and 
SW 10-41-4-W5. My brother was never robust; he 
had been to River Falls, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 
two years before, and had taken ill. The doctor 
advised him to ‘either go west or return to 
England. He returned to England, but was deter- 
mined to go back to America, He and his chum, 
Jack Mullarkey, arranged to go with another 
couple to Imperial Valley, California, but by sail: 
ing time the parents would not give their con: 
sent. Then Harry persuaded his dad to get the ad- 
dress of Frank Lawton, who had come to Canada 
from the same village in England, After ex- 
changing a few letters, Dad and Harry came to 
Lacombe, Alberta, chose the land, then went 
back to Lacombe to file on it and get work on the 
CP.R. line east of Lacombe. Dad was used to 
hard work, but Harry was not. In the fall they 
came back to the land to put in the required time 
and start improvements. 

First, all with hand labor, they made a dugout 
in the hillside and covered it with trees and sod. 
‘The dugout was kept warm with a small cook 











Jack and Mage Berry. 


stove, and became too warm to stay in on baking 
day. ‘They made a bed of hogwire stretched over 
two by fours, with a mattress of sheets sewed 
together and stuffed with dried grass. Mother 
had sent a good supply of wool blankets. They 
survived the winter, more determined than ever 
to “prove up” and get the title. Some neighbors 
from Central Europe had a farming background, 
and looked with disgust on the green 
Englishmen. In order to learn, Dad and Harry 
would offer to help others bulld a barn or dig & 
well 

‘The next spring they built a one-roomed 
shack on Harry’s place and dug a well on Dad's 
quarter. As money was getting scarce, they went 
to Calgary, where work was plentiful. That 
winter Dad returned to England to bring Mother 
and me to Canada the next May. By this time the 
boom in Calgary was over. Mother had no inten- 
tion of going to the farm, but the men did go. 
Mother got work at the Hudson's Bay Store for 
$10 a week and felt like a millionaire. My first job 
was baby-sitting for $7 a week. Every cent we 
could spare went to the homestead. 

During the summer, while the men were 
away working, we got a message that some kid 
had shot out the windows, lamps and even a can 
with some money in it. Mother's wool blankets 
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were gone, but found later after the mice had 
eaten holes in them. 

In 1915 my brother married Bessie Curson of 
Calgary and settied down on the farm. In 1916, 
because Harry’s wife was expecting a baby, 
Mother came up and persuaded Bessie to go to 
Calgary to await the arrival. I was not happy at 
Calgary, as Mother was so strict, so Bessie told 
me to come and stay with Dad and Harry. I 
came, and soon I was working for Dan Clausen, 
who was running the Gilby store, owned by Mike 
Sestrap. I got $15 a month, but had little to spend, 
as groceries for the homestead came out of it. 
Mr. and Mrs. Clausen treated me very well, and 
I went visiting and to parties with them. Mother 
later gave up her job and came to the farm until 
spring, when I went back to Calgary with her. We 
roomed with Mr. and Mrs. Easter, who later 
farmed SW 14-41-4.W5, 








Harry and Besi Berry, 





Jack and Madge Walls 1918 








I met a young soldier, Jack Walls, and we 
were married in November 1917. Jack was born 
on December 23 at Darlington County, Durham, 
England, and was one of 15 ehildren in the fami 
ly. 

In 1918 Harry and Bessie were farming alone. 
They had another girl born in September with 
Mother, Mrs. Lawton and Mrs. Dyrland in atten- 
dance. 

My folks were working In Calgary. In late Oc- 
tober, when Dad and I came up for a few days, 
We were surprised to see the train crew wearing 
masks, as we hadn't heard of the flu. There were 
ssh« of us staying in the two-roomed shack. Harry 
and the children came down with the flu, then I 
got it. We drifted in and out of delirium for 
Several days. Bessie walked over to Norems, a 
mile and a half away, to send a message to 
Calgary and get medicine. Mr. Norem met her 
some distance from the buildings and told her to 
stop. He threw her a pencil and pad to write her 
message on. When she threw it back, he read it 
and put it in a pall of coal ol to kill any germs, 
Jack came out with medicine and a bottle of li 
quor, walking most of the way from Eckville, 
Meanwhile, Dad had got fires started in his 
house, although it wasn’t yet finished, and 
moved me there. 

When Jack saw how ill Iwas, in addition to be- 
ing pregnant with my first baby, he arranged for 
Harry Lowe, who ran the Eckville Hotel, to come 
for us in his Model T Ford and we went back to 
Calgary. We would have taken Harry, too, but he 
‘was too ill to be moved. Mother, who had come 
up, got Jack Mullarkey to go for our friend, Mrs. 
Spencer of Carlos, who was a nurse. Dr. Henry 
‘came out from Bentley and sald Harry had dou- 
ble pneumonia. On November 23, when Mrs, 
Spencer had gone home for the day, he passed 
away, after three weeks’ jliness, at the age of 28 
years. Mr. Sjodahl laid him out and Mr. Lawton 
made the casket that Mother lined with her best 
crocheted table cloth. He was buried in the Gilby 
cemetery with Reverend Yautus of Sylvan Lake 
as minister. 

Jack Mullarkey took over running the farm 
and Bessie and the children went to Calgary. 
They had no money; only what clothes they 
wore. Bessie got a job at Dr. McKid’s house. The 
children were put in a shelter, where Helen, the 
oldest, later contracted scarlet fever. We took 
Beatrice, six months old, to our place, where my 
folks were also living. On January 22 I lost my 
premature baby girl. 

In April 1919 my folks again decided to go to 
the farm. They gave Jack and me a partnership 
in return for our paying the mortgage and in- 
terest. Jack and I were both working, making 
about $99 a month. We bought a sorrel team 
(Topsy and George), a light wagon and harness 
and some chickens. Dad drove up, while Mother, 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Easter and the children came on 
the train. We sent about $30 a month up to the 
folks, bought repairs, cows and calves. I often 
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look at young people today and wonder how 
many would do as we did. 

In the fall of 1920 we came to the farm for the 
harvest. Several bridges were being built, and 
my husband and Jack Mullarkey got the job of 
hauling the timbers from Bentley. After several 
trips they were staying with Jack Farr in the 
Medicine Hills for the night, when a small colt 
they had with them kicked Jack, cutting his right 
eye so it laid on his cheek. Jack Mullarkey 
borrowed a buggy and, instead of taking him to a 
doctor, brought him home. I dressed the wound, 
with him screaming with’pain, then saddled a 
horse and rode to Mr. Sjodahls. He took us to 
Eckville in his Model T Ford. I think we saw a 
doctor, but nothing could be done, as the tear 
duct was cut, so I went home, Some boys were 
going to Calgary by car the next day and took 
Jack with them. The doctors there put the eye 
back in, but most of the vision was lost, and he 
had to wear glasses. We were thankful that he 
could keep the eye. 

‘Mother was constantly mourning my brother, 
and the children got on her nerves; so we moved 
Into Harry's old shack. Jack was able to ride 
over to Balances (now Ivan Houston’s) to help 
bale hay for $1 a day and board. Lhad lots of mice 
for company; a tom cat and a weasel would 
come out of the cellar and sit under the stove. I 
was afraid on a windy day as we had only a tin 
pipe, where the tamarack wood would spark and 
ignite the creosote that formed, sending flames 
high into the air. Our roof was only tar paper, 
and could easily have caught fire. 

Four years later Bessie remarried, taking the 
children’ to Vancouver. 

In spite of all the hardships, there were good 
times, too. At Christmas our friends, Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Spencer, her brother, Bill Collins, and a 
young Englishman, Maurice Spires, came from 
their place, eight miles away, bringing lots of 
goodies. After chores, the Lawions came and we 
were invited to the’ Chadbourne's, who lived 
across the road. They had five children — Alta, 
Hattie, Ken, Melvin and Bugene. Dad stayed 
home with the little girls. They had a gramohone 
with a large horn and Mr. Chadbourne played the 
violin, T don't think my mother ever enjoyed 
herself as much, as everyone danced and sang. 
The Lawtons drove home, but the others stayed. 
We had a bin of oats in one of our bedrooms, so 
we made a bed for the men there. Many a party 
we had at the Easter’s. They had a plano that 
Mabel played and Jack Mullarkey, who had a 
splendid voice, would sing all the old songs. 

In the spring we went back to Calgary where 
Jack got a job with Crystal Dairies, living in half 
of a bungalow that hls Dad owned. We had to 
save money before “Little Johnny” came. A 
‘week before he was born prematurely, we got the 
word that Mr. Lawton had died suddenly. Ifelt as 
bad as if he had been one of my own family. 
Granny Lawton and I wrote offen after that. 
While he was living we had spent many evenings 








dancing around the stove in the middle of the 
room. Granny would have refreshments ready 
for everyone. 

Philip John was born May 6, 1921, a sickly 
baby until fall, when we went to the farm for the 
winter. This time we built a one-roomed house, 
just one ply of board covered with tar paper, & 
four-holed stove and an air-tight heater, a divan, 
crib and table, a block of wood with a cushion 
covering it for company. I spent a lot of time with 
the Lawtons when Jack would be away, going to 
dances with Kathy and Joan. Granny Lawton 
took over the care of Phil and he soon gained 
weight. Jack was working for Harding Brothers, 
hauling grain to Eckville for $250 a month, which 
they couldn’t pay. For his wages he only got a 
few groceries, an old rifle and a wooden barrel. 

After Jack got his engincer’s papers we spent 
1 years working for the provincial government 
at Fort Saskatchewan. Our daughter, Betty, was 
born there in 1931. We cleared the mortgage on 
the other land, also bought the SE 10-1-4-W5 and 
the SW 14-41-4-W5, We returned fo the farm and 
farmed until 1957. 

Our son Phil, who had married Rosie 
Skorelko and had three children, had moved to 
Calgary. Our daughter, Betty, who had married 
Art Motus, was living at Midnapore with their 
four children. Art was a welder for Shaw 
Construction. 

We sold out to Alvin Snow and went to 
Calgary. Jack passed away from a heart attack 
on November 16, 1962. Our son Phil passed away 
on January 17, 1968, of a cerebral hemorhage. 

Imake my home on the farm of Art and Betty 
Mottus. 

‘My dad died in 1945 at the age of 78 years. 
Mother died in 1948 at 81 years of age. 











BROWN, STANLEY AND VIOLET 

Stanley Brown was born in Blythe, England in 
June 1906. His uncle, Joe Brown, immigrated to 
Canada in 1905 to the Gimlet district and 
homesteaded the S.W. 22-41-4-W5 now owned by 
Bill Houston. 

Stanley and his parents came to Halifax, 
Canada, by boat in 1912 and then came west to 
Lacombe, Alberta, by train. They purchased a 
team and wagon and continued their journey to 
Wittenberg (now Leedale) and from there 
southwest, crossing the river twice to reach their 
destination. At one point they mired down in the 
muskeg as a lot of the country was wet at that 
time. After unloading all of their worldly 
possessions and carrying them to higher ground 
they finally freed the team and wagon, reloaded 
and proceeded on to Joe Brown's homestead. 

‘They lived in Joe's little log shack until Tom 
Brown homesteaded the N.W.9-41-4-W5. They 
built the usual luxurious two room log house on 
this place but hauling all of their water from a 
spring, nearly a mile from home, was no luxury. 

In ‘May 1914 a little girl was born into the 
Brown family and she was named Mabel. Mrs. 
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Brown was very sick after the baby was born and 
passed away in August of the same year with 
Bright's disease. 

‘Tom took Stanley and Mabel and went to 
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, to visit his wife's 
brothers, Tom and Jack Kindred. They stayed 
there the entire winter and while there, met 
some friends that were going back to England so 
Tom sent baby Mabel back to his sister fo raise, 
which she did. Mabel married and had one 
daughter and remained there until her passing in 
975. 

Stanley and his Dad returned to the farm in 
the spring of 1915 and bought a team of oxen from 
Clarence Dameron at Bentley to break the land, 
While his Dad plowed, Stanley had to walk 
behind in the furrow and tramp the sod that 
wanted to fall back into the furrow. 

Stanley attended school at Gimlet where he 
walked nearly two miles until they could afford a 
horse for him to ride, 

In 1921, Joe Brown bought NW-21-41-4-W5 and 
‘Tom Brown bought S.E.-21-41-4-W5 which were 
both C.P.R. quarters. 











Joe and Tom Brown on Joe Brows place (NW 21) inthe 1930s, 





Stanley Brown, Artie Hollingsworth and Alva Humphrey. Taken 
after McTighe's mill burned tn 198). They bul this wheelbarrow 
contraption with salvage material to hal alls of nals, 











Stanley and his Dad hauled lumber from 
MePherson’s mill about six miles west of their 
place, which they bought at $10.00 per thousand 
feet, planed, to build a cottage style house in 
1922, 

‘This farm was where Stanley spent the next 
50 years of his life. He recalled many incidents in 
the next ten years after moving to section 21, too 
numerous to mention in this brief history. 

One time he and Jack Mullarkey were going 
to a dance in Leslieville and the snow was drifted 
so deep in places, they had to unhook the team, 
lead them over the drifts and push the cutter 
over by hand. Then going down a long hill, the 
‘team spooked and began to run. In order to stop 
them, Jack pulled them off the road into the deep 
snow, but in doing so they broke the tongue out of 
the cutter. They had to go toa farm and borrow a 
brace and bit, two bolts and an axe and put the 
tongue back in the cutter. Is that so different 
from borrowing a jack and a wheel wrench and 
changing a tire nowadays? 

‘Another time Artie Hollingsworth and Stanley 
Brown were coming home from a dance at 
Willesdengreen, both went to sleep and woke up 
to find the team going ‘round and "round Ben- 
son's race track. That's better than going to 
sleep at the wheel of a car, {t would just promptly 
take you straight into the ditch. 

Stanley purchased the N.E.-18-41-4-W5 in 1930 
and one afternoon while plowing with six head of 
horses on a gang plow, Ted Pimm called him 
over for coffee. A few minutes later Doreen 
Mason came home from school on a full gallop 
and when she turned the corner, the clatter of 
her horses" hooves spooked his team and they 
took off but luckily he had left the plow in the 
ground and caught them quickly before they 
plowed too long a furrow, 

In 1938, after courting Violet Hollingsworth 
for seven years, Stanley and she were united in 
marriage at the Gimlet parsonage. The first 











Stanley and Violet Brown on thee wedding day in July, 1938 








residing minister of the Gimlet United 
Missionary Church, Rev. Merle Baker per- 
formed the marriage and then took the happy 
couple for a wild Bennett wagon ride behind 
Harold Misner’s Model A Ford, through the 
hamlet of Leedale and on to the Hollingsworth 
ranch. Thus started their thirty-one and a half 
years of married life. 

In August 1941, their only child was born in 
Eckville, Alberta, a daughter which they named 
Patricia Louise (Patty Lou) 

‘Tom Brown went back to England to visit in 
1937 and returned to Canada in 1944. He lived 
with his family until his passing in 1945. 

Joe Brown bought the S.W.-28-41-4-W5 to go 
with his section 18 quarter where he farmed for 
many years. Then he had the misfortune of los: 
ing his two storey frame home in a fire, He 
remained on the farm though until he purchased 
@ house in Leedale and lived there until he 
Passed away’ 

In 1963, Stanley and Violet’s daughter Patty, 
married Richard Lee Fedirchuck, Over a period 
of seven years, three daughters were born to 
them. Bonita Louise (born in Rocky Mountain 
House), Pamela Gay (born in Eckville) and Lisa 
Marle (born in Leduc), 








Stanley and Violet Brown, daughter Paty and her husband, 
Rick Fdirchack and their gis, Bonn, Pam and Lisa, 





In 1966, Browns built a new three bedroom 
home on ‘their farm with the average con- 
veniences and this home was an absolute luxury 
to them, 

Unfortunately, a fatal heart attack allowed 
Stanley to enjoy thelr new home only until 
December of 1970. But Violet remained on the 
farm and in 1974 her daughter and her family 
moved home to help her farm. They had 
purchased the S.E.-31-41-4.W5 in 1973 30 are 
farming as well. Patty and Rick's girls attend 
school at Leslieville and David Thompson High 
School and so goes the story of the life of Stanley 
and Violet Brown and their offspring. 








CASEY, HOWARD AND RUTH, 1941-1978 — by 
Ruth Casey 

Howard (Bud) Casey and myself, Ruth Alice 
Parsons, were united in marriage in August 1941, 
at the Presbyterian Church in Red Deer. 

Bud was born at Carstairs, Alberta, in 
November 1919, and moved to the Leafland area 
with his parents in 1930. T was born in 
‘Youngstown, Alberta, March 1924, and moved to 
the Bingley-Carlos area with my family in 1932. 

For the first two years we rented the “Leaf- 
land place” E-1-415-W5 as Bud’s father was 
away doing carpenter work. However being anx. 
fous to start on our own, we built a small house on 
Bud’s C.P.R. — NE-7-41-4-W5, In the spring of 
1943 we moved there and settied down to farm 
and raise a family. Our house was of lumber that 
was sawed at Lawton’s mill. It wasn’t very 
fancy, and of course had no inside plumbing, but 
was Very warm and cosy. 

‘There were no roads, just a trail through the 
woods, with numerous “bog holes” when It 
rained, and the snow got very deep in the winter, 
So our mode of travel was, of course, by 
horseback, sleigh, or buggy and lumber wagon. 
Our nearest neighbor on the next quarter south 
was Lyle Engen, a bachelor. 

For a livelihood, we milked a few cows, and 
raised pigs. Bud hauled our cream to Rierson's, 
where the Bluffton cream truck picked it up. 
Montalbetti Brothers owned the store at Bluff- 
ton, and ran the cream trucks. We could send for 
anything from pins to kitchen chairs, and they 
very faithfully filled our orders and brought 
them out'on the next truck. 

Our first child, Wade Howard, was born on 
February 24, 1944, in the smail hospital in 
Eckville — now a residence owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Saari, The hospital was so crowded, that 
another lady and myself stayed at the hotel for 
almost a week waiting for that stork — Doctor 
Coppock would take no chances of babies being 
born out in a snowstorm somewhere along the 

‘The morning Wade arrived, there were nine 
babies in that tiny hospital, and one was bedded 
down in a dresser drawer! 

In January 1945 we bought the SE-20-41-4-W5 
from Mrs. Hilda Trenholm, where we still 
reside. There was a two roomed “‘shanty”” on it, 
an old straw shed that served as a barn, and ap: 
proximately 30 acres broken. We moved over the 
hill into the Gimlet district in the spring of 1945 
and began building again 

Our second child, Gail Esther, was born on 
September 28, 1945.’ Dr. Coppock had his new 
hospital by then so they didn’t have to put the 
babies into dresser drawers. During my stay in 
the hospital there was a heavy snowfall, and as 
the trees still had most of their leaves, the weight 
of the snow bent them to the ground. 

We were very busy in those years, clearing 
and and building. Ted Pimm, our good neighbor 
to the west did our first piece of breaking with his 
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steel wheeled John Deere tractor and breaking 
plow. Ted always owned a John Deere, and when 
We heard that ““Popping Johnny” start up in the 
spring, we knew it was soon planting time. 

‘The roads weren’t very good in those days — 
we didn’t know what gravel or snowploughs 
were, so when it was muddy we travelled by 
tractor and wagon, and a sleigh in the winter 
when the snow drifted in the roads. The week 
before Christmas in 1946, Omar Jodoin was on 
hls way to the Leedale store (six and one half 
miles) with his team and bob-sleigh, so I went 
along with him to do my Christmas shopping! 
There were no bright lights nor mobs of people, 
and Mr. Myers had a very well stocked store, s0 
it was quite a simple task to purchase my gifts 
and groceries, 

The following June we went to the Leedale 
pienie via tractor and wagon. There was always 
a very bad mudhole in the road by the Gimiet 
creek, so we had to travel through the Ken Chad- 
bourne quarter,, (now owned by Wade), thru’ the 
bush coming out at Clevenger’s corner. We 
picked up some of the neighbors on the way, so 
we had @ wagon load by the time we got to 
Leedale. 

In the spring of 1948 we had enough of tractor 
travel, so we went to Red Deer and traded our 
car in on a shiny new jeep. Thus was our mode of 
travel for awhile, and it was also used as a farm 
tractor. As long as he lived, John Dyrland 
probably never forgot the ride he had on the 
binder behind that jeep! 

‘On July 4, 1949, we were blessed with a new 
daughter, Beverly Marie. Her paternal grand- 
mother said, “‘at least we have one Yankee in the 
family” —'as July 4th is the United States 
national holiday. 

In the spring of 1953 Bud decided he would like 
to try something besides farming, so he applied 
for an assistant district rangers job with the 
Alberta Forest Service. He was accepted and we 
sold our machinery, rented the farm to Bud’s 
father and mother, and moved to Cadomin, a 
ghost mining town 70 miles south of Edson. 

Our fourth child, Darryl Roy was born on the 
8 of March 1954 in the Mercoal hospital, 20 miles 
north of Cadomin. There is no town there now as 
the last time we went through on a fishing trip, 
the hospital was being taken down — the last of 
the buildings to be removed — so Darry!’s birth 
place is no longer on the map. 

In the spring of 1954 we moved to McLennan 
in the Peace River area, where Bud served as 
District Ranger for two years 

In May 1956, he handed in his resignation asa 
forest officer, and went to work for Northern 
Alberta Railways for the summer. In August we 
moved back to our farm, where we have lived 
ever since. 

A few changes had been made in the district, 
Gimlet School was now closed and children were 
being bused to Leslieville and roads were being 
upgraded to accomodate the bus routes. 














In 1958 we installed Calgary Power, but we 
didn’t have the convenience of the telephone un- 
1 1970, 
Our fifth child, and the baby of the family, 
Shauna Diane, was born on July 2, 1964. She is 
now attending Junior High at David Thompson, 
jauna likes her horses and cats, and our 
Dalmation dog Bimbo, and seems to be a farmer 
at heart 

In April 1970 Bud again went to work for the 
Forestry as foreman of the cleanup crew at the 
Brazeaii Dam and Wade looked after the farm. 
‘This job lasted for two summers, and we came 
back to farming again. We are now talking of 
retiring, but that time is yet to come 

‘Wade married Bonnie Jean Bardenhagen and 
now lives a half mile east of us on the NW 16-41-4- 
WS. He has cattle and horses and farms on a 
small scale, working part time in the oll patch, 
At present he is employed as tool push in the 
north. Wade and Bonnie have three boys, Rod- 
ger, Roland, and last but not least, Clinton 
Merle, They are all cowboys. 

Gail married Glen Johnston. She lives with 
her family on the southwest corner of our land. 
‘They have three children — Shari, Shannon and 
Darcy. Gail and Glen had the very sad misfor- 
tune of losing three children in a car accident in 
1968, thelr oldest daughter Maxine, and two 
month old twins, Tammy and Timmy. Glen 
works on construction and is at present working 
for Rocky Concrete. 

Beverly married David Lowe, and they live in 
Calgary, with their two children, daughter Tracy 
and son ‘Troy, who would like to move their house 
out to Grampa’s farm. Dave owns a winchbed 
truck and is at present running a crane for a con- 
struction company in Calgary. 

Darryl is still single and works as a derrick 
hand on the oil rigs. The only thing Darryl really 
liked about the farm was his pet duck Donna and 
his border collie “Billy”, (given to him by Bill 
Houston when he was quite small), 











CASEY, MERLE AND HARRIET, 1894-1978 — 
by Ruth Casey 

Merle Casey was born in Dewitt, Iowa, U.S.A. 
in 1894 and came to the Crossfield area with his 
parents in 1906. He helped on the farm there until 
1912, when he started farming on his own. 

Harriet Belle Pierson was born in Gillman, 
Towa, coming to Canada with her parents in 1910, 
they settled in the Carstairs district. 

On June 10, 1916 Merle and Hattie were united 
in marriage at Crossfield, Alberta. They farmed 
in the Crossfield, Acme and Carstairs districts 
until 1931 when they moved to the Leafland dis- 
trict with their three teenaged children — Lyla, 
Agnes and Howard (Bud). 

‘Merle bought the east half of section 1-41-4- 
WS, and moved the building site to the north side 
of the south quarter closer to the spring where 
water was plentiful. 











‘Merle Casey, Bud, Agnes, Lyla and Harit Casey, taken in 1947 


‘The Leafland school was situated on the south 
east corner of this land, 

In the summer of 1932, Ralph English came 
up from Crossfield to spend his summer holidays 
and there he remained to become a foster 
brother to Bud, 

Merle raised a few foxes, and Bud and Ralph 
can well remember spending their summers 
catching gophers to feed them (in the winter it 
was rabbits). I believe Lawton’s fields were the 
most popular trapping grounds, as Bud recalls 
the time when Alec whittled them each a pipe 
from a willow branch, and another incident when 
they went swimming in the creek with Dick, and 
someone hid their clothes! 

‘Merle also did custom threshing in the fall. He 
owned a Red River Special threshing machine 
and a Rumley oil-pull tractor, ‘Then came the 
war, and in i940 Merle decided to go to High 
River to work on the airport as a carpenter. 
From there, he went to Vulean, working with the 
Western Air Command's Engineering staff as in- 
spector for the airport being built there, and Hat- 
tle moved with him. From Vulcan they moved to 
Port Hardy, on the far end of Vancouver Island, 
where he again worked as carpenter at the al 
port. Their living quarters were small, and they 
were very much away from the world, but Hattie 
enjoyed the seashore and dug for clams, etc. We 
still have the large snail, abalone and clam 
shells she brought back with her. 

From Port Hardy they moved back to Van- 
couver with the Boeing Aircraft Co. and finally 
back to their farm in 1944. 

















In 1956 Merle and Hattie again left the farm 
and moved to Airdrie where he helped build the 
elementary school. Their next move was to the 
P” Ranch at Aiderside, which was owned by 
the Prince of Wales. Here Merle was employed 
as a carpenter and built several buildings during 
the two years he was there. Hattle was happier 
here as she was able to take her horses with her 
and could ride “Chubby” over the range 
whenever she liked. 

‘The next 15 years were spent at Acme where 
they bought an acreage. They kept several 
horses, and were active members of the Acme 
Riding Club until the early 1970's. 

In 1974 they sold their acreage and house and 
moved to the Rockyview Lodge in Crossfield and 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary there 
in 1976. Now, at ages 82 and 83 years young they 
are living with their eldest daughter Lyla Allen 
in Calgary. Merle Is still able to do a little fishing 
and can drive around the city, which is quite a 
feat nowadays. 








Mr, and Mis. Medle Casey on their Diamond wediing anniver- 


sary in 1976. 


CHADBOURNE, WILLIAM (BILL) AN 
— by Alta Chadbourne Brown 
Willlam Edward Chadbourne was born 
January 10, 1882 in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota to 
Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Chadbourne. My grand 
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parents farmed In that area. When my dad was 
Ad years old, grandma died and they were alone 
for a period of time until my grandad remarried, 
at which time Dad and his brother, Fred, left 
home to shift for themselves. 

When Dad was 20, he married Dora Huntley. 
‘Mother was born in McHugh, Minnesota on Oc- 
tober 10, 1883. My parents then moved to 
Harrison, Idaho where Dad went into the lumber 
business with his brother, Fred. 

‘Twas born September 19, 1906; Kenneth was 
born February 8, 1908; Hattie was born March 9, 
1909; Melvin ‘was born December 27, 1911 and 
Eugene was born March 29, 1914. 





‘The Chadbourne Family - Alta, Kea, Matte, Melvin and Eugene. 


When Eugene was about one year old, my 
grandad, who had moved to Alberta, wrote my 
dad to come to Alberta. So Dad and Uncle Fred 
dissolved partnership and we moved to Alberta 
in 1915. 

We lived near Bentley for a year but Dad 
couldn't get a clear title to a quarter of land that 
he wanted so we came north-west and took up a 
homestead at Gimlet. We lived there until some 
time in 1918. There was a log shack on the place 
which we lived in for several years. It was about 
16 x 20 feet and every fall Dad had to plaster the 
cracks shut, A friend of ours had a similar place 














and they said if all the cracks had been on one 
side of the house, there would have been only 
three walls. 

‘My grandad and stepgrandmother lived in a 
little 10 x 12 foot shack on Dad’s farm, After they 
left and went back to the U.S.A in 1917, Dad 
moved it over to our log house and used it for a 
bedroom. 





Mr, and Mrs, Bill Chadbourne and Ken infront of the log shack 
‘hey fist lived in at Gilet 1916 


My dad nearly always worked away from 
home. He was very handy and was able to do a 
variety of jobs fairly well. In 1918, he bought a 
blacksmith shop and tools and we moved to 
Gadsby where he did blacksmith work for about 
a year. During that time, the flu struck. My 
mother and three brothers were all in the 
hospital at one time and just before they were 
ready to come home, Dad and we two girls got 
the flu. However, we all survived 

In the spring of 1919, my dad and brother Ken 
came back to the homestead and did some break- 
ing, then we all came back. 

Dad used to get up and start breaking land 
around 3 a.m. and break until 10 or 10:30 a.m,, 
then he would turn the horses loose to graze as 
they had no feed, also the flies were so bad. He 
would start breaking again around 3 p.m, and 
work late, 

One winter Dad drove out north-west and filed 
saws for a sawmill. Then another winter he shot 
rabbits and squirrels and sold the hides to make 
a living. We had a few cows and one horse to 
start with on the homestead. We had no fences so 
our cows and horses had free range. When 
Mother went to Gilby for groceries, it would take 
nearly all day since she had to run down the 
horse first. She had to drive all the way around 
“Robin Hood’s Barn” to get there with no roads 
to speak of and so many gates to open on the way. 
She wouldn't usually get back until late, 

My dad was a violinist and occasionally 
played for dances. 

In 1919, we had a lot of snow and in the spring 
of 1920 there was a lot of water. North of our 
place about a mile, the creek flat was one big 
lake, 

In about 1923 or 24, Dad got out logs and had 
them sawed into lumber and built us a frame 











‘Mr. and Mrs. Bll Chadbourne taken at home a Gilet. 


house with two rooms upstairs and two rooms on 
the main floor — a bedroom and a room which 
served as kitchen and living room. I helped Dad 
shingle the roof. Later Dad built on a lean-to for a 
kitchen. He put tar paper on the roof to start with 
and after it got a bit weather beaten, the rain 
would come through so it was almost as wet in- 
side as out. Dad used to say when it was raining 
he couldn't fix it and when it wasn't raining it 
didn’t need it. However he did eventually fix it 
with some roofing. 

We children nearly always walked to school, 
When we did ride, it kept Dad busy repairing our 
outfit so we could ride as it wasn’t new. 

I did janitor work at the Gimlet School and got 
25. for the year. I gave my sister $8. for helping 
me, bought my dad a felt hat and my mother a 
white blouse and still had some left for myself. 

Dad became a Christian in about 1934 and 
‘Mother was previous to that. They were both 
baptized and joined the Mennonite Brethren in 
Christ Church. 

In November 1927, my sister, Hattie, was 
married to Ted Pimm. They had three girls and 
one boy. 

On December 28, 1939 my brother, Melvin, 
was married to Thelma Jackman. They had two 
girls. Mel was a trucker most of his life. He now 
lives in Edmonton. 

Ken never married and farmed together with 
Dad until he died, then on his own, Ken is now 
retired and living’ in Eckville. 

Eugene also never married. He {s retired as 
well, and lives north of Condor. 

Dad died on August 18, 1950 and Mother on 
August 4, 1951, 

I, Alta, married Isaac Brown of Buck Creek 
on April 8, 1940. He was a minister there, We 
made our home on our homestead at Buck Creek 
for May and June then moved to my folks for a 
few months. 

When we first went to Buck Creek, we rode 
about seven miles out from Breton with a friend 
then walked the other 13 miles. We had only one 
horse and walked pretty well everywhere we 
went, 

















When we left Buck Creek, we loaded our 
Bennett wagon with our things and had our calf 
In the back. Our cow walked behind and I walked 
also to herd the cow. One of our wheels broke 
down, so we spent the night at a logging camp 
and spent nearly the whole next day fixing our 
outfit and getting ready to go again. 

‘My husband worked in the sawmill out at 
‘MeDougals for the winter and in April we moved 
to Berrymoore where Ike preached for two 
years. We moved several times after that — first 
to Lindbrook, then in 1945 to Sunnyslope where 
my husband had grown up. From 1949 to 1953 we 
lived in Redwater, which was then an oil boom 
town and Ike worked in the oll industry. In 1954 
we moved to Linden, 

We have four children. Albert was born 
August 7, 1932; Joyce was born June 11, 1941; 
Paul was born’ August 25, 1944; and Jacob was 
born November 29, 1946. 

Albert is married to Kathleen Depage. They 
have one girl and two boys. Their daughter Ver- 
da is married and also has a little girl, making 
them grandparents and us great-grandparents. 
Albert and Kay now live in Edmonton where he 
is employed in the oil industry. 

Joyce is married to Dennis Penner. They 
have a girl and a boy and live in Linden where 
Dennis is in the agricultural real estate business. 

Paul is married to Jaqueline Paquette. They 
have a girl and a boy and live in Calgary where 
Paul Is a pressure welder. 

Jake is unmarried and is presently living in 
Sidney, Australia where he is teaching 
Psychology in a university there. 

‘We are retired and living in Linden. Ike keeps 
busy doing the odd bit of Carpenter work and I do 
some sewing and other hobbies. We do quite a bit 
of travelling also and are enjoying our retire- 
ment, 








CHAPPELL, EDGAR ALBERT — Written by: 
Stuart Chappell 

‘Mr. Chappell was born in Ontario of Scottish 
descent. He came west with his family to 
Saskatchewan, and at age 16 years came to 


‘Mas. Chappell, da and Dick. 


school at Gleichen and later at Morley. He then 
came to Red Deer to work in the Land Titles Of- 
fice. It was there he met and married Miss Grace 
McTnroy. They raised a family of seven children, 
four boys and three girls. 

‘Ada — Mrs. Donald McKenzie, Toledo, Ohio, 
Norman a veteran of World War i and II Albert 
of Potlatch, Idaho, Margaret — Mrs. Otto 
Skaley, Stettler, Alberta, Richard of Abbotsford, 
B.C. veteran of World War II, Stuart of Eckville 
and Ida — Mrs. Earl St. Thomas, Slocan, B.C. 





CHAPPELL, STUART 
Tame to the Gimlet district with my parents 
in 1925 at the age of 12 years. I attended Gimlet 
school where my father taught, then moved to 
the Centerview district, north and west of 
Bentley, where my father also taught. My 
mother died in 1928 and father died in 1933. 

I remained in the Gimlet and Leedale area 
where I married Miss Laura Alice Withers in 
1939, and we took up farming. We lived on the 
farm until 1973, then we sold it to Ivan Houston 
and moved to Eckville where we still reside. We 
have two children, Caroline Grace now Mrs. 
‘Thomas Maddox, Eckville, and Clifford Neil who 
married the former Fay Cummings, now 
residing in Calgary. 

We have four grandchildren, Deborah Laura, 
Jody Edmond, and Anna Marie Maddox, and 
Crystal Laurene Chappell. 


CLEVENGER, FRANK — SW 16-42-4-W5 

Mr. Frank Clevenger came to the Gimlet dis. 
trict and homesteaded on the Gimlet Creek in 
about 1906. He worked in sawmills and Nordegg 
mines in winter, returning to the homestead in 
summer. He returned to Detroit and worked in 
the Ford plant for a number of years. In 1927 he 
married and brought his bride to the homestead 
in a new Oldsmobile touring car. They sold their 
farm in the early 1970's and retired to Lacombe. 
Frank died in 1973. His wife, Polly lives in the 
Senior Citizens Lodge, Lacombe, hale and hear- 
ty, with a great sense of humor af nearly 92 vears 
of age, 


CLOUGH, JESSE AND BEATRICE (BEA) —by 
Bea Clough 

Jesse was born in Revelstoke on November 
14, 1927. I was born in Regina, Saskatchewan, 
January 19, 1929, and went to Revelstoke from 
Brooksby, Saskatchewan in 1947. 

Jesse and I were married Sepiember 24, 1949. 
We had three children — David Jesse, Judy 
Beatrice, and Dwayne George. 

In 1972 we bought the NW-20-41-4-W5 and the 
west half of 29-41-4-W5 from Bert and Selma 
Dyrland, and moved from Revelstoke in Oc- 
tober. 

David, our oldest son returned to Revelstoke 
to work for Parks Canada. In 1974 he married 
Denise Rintaul from Vernon, B.C. They now 
have one son, Luke Jesse, born August 29, 1976. 











Judy is employed as secretary at Lindsay 
‘Thurber Comprehensive High School in. Red 
Deer, and Dwayne is attending Red Deer 
College. 


CLOUGH, WILFORD AND 
Wilford Clough 

My father and mother, George and Florence 
Clough, my brother Irvin and myself (Wilford), 
migrated with several families from South 
Dakota, U.S.A. to Ponoka, Alberta in 1901. Twas 
11 months old. In 1903 we moved to Reveistoke, 
Bec, 

In 1925 I met my wife, Victoria Hollingsworth 
from Cochrane, Ontario. We had two sons — 
Jesse and George. George was killed in a logging 
accident in July 1962. 

In 1972 we moved to the Gimlet Community 
with Jesse and his family. 


VICTORIA — by 








DURAND, RENE AND REINE 

Rene Prosper Durand was born in Epinal, 
France August 30, 1893. He came to Canada to 
homestead north ‘west of Wittenberg in 1911, 
After serving with the Medical Corps in W.W. 1 
he settled on the SE 33-41-4.W5, In 1925 he 
married Reine VanHumbeck. 

Reine Caroline VanHumbeck was born in 
Wolverthien, Belgium and moved with her fami- 
ly to the Rimbey district in 1913. In 1925 she 
became Mrs. Rene Durand, 

Rene was always active in Church and com- 
munity affairs. He served as altar boy with the 
Catholic Church for 40 years, He also served on 
the Leedale School Board and the Leedale Hall 
Board for a number of years. He was a member 
of the U.G.G. and served as returning officer at 
the poll for many elections. 

‘They had eight children: Joe; Mrs. G. (Betty) 
Schrett; Mrs. R. (Marie) Nelson; Mrs. S. 
(Celine) Baranky; Mrs. G. (Constance) Ander. 
son; Raymond; Mrs. D. (Louise) O'Brien; and 
Charies. 

Rene passed away November 28, 1966. 

‘Mrs. Durand moved to Calgary In 1967. She 











Hiying at the Durand farm. The crew, left t ght: Raymond, 


Connie, ety Durand, Roy’ Whitey, Donald. Walimali, Gles 
Trenholm, Cane and Louise Durand, Lillian Trenboim,” Marie 
Durand, Bva Trenholm end Nate Treaholn, 
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Passed away in Calgary March 17, 1975 at the age 
of 82 years. 

The farm was rented out until it was sold to 
Howard Gibson in about 1971. It is now owned by 
the Hutterites, who have taken down all the 
buildings and cleared out all the trees. 


EVERNDED 
‘Ted and 
area in 1946, 

Jean was the daughter of Cecil and Mabel 
Jackman of Blackle, Alberta, She had three 
sisters, Myrtle (Hooper), Thelma (Chadbourne) 
and Bernice (Humphrey). They moved to the 
area when the girls were very young. Jean met 
and married ‘Ted Evernden in a double 
ceremony performed by Rev. Merle Baker, at 
the Gimlet school. The other participating couple 
was Jean’s sister, Thelma Jackman and Melvin 
Chadbourne. Ted'spent many years in the army 
while the family remained at home at Gimlet. 

Jean nearly bled to death one time when she 
had a tooth pulled. She took a sedative and went 
to sleep and the blood ran through the pillow and 
through the mattress and made a pool of blood on 
the floor. When she awoke she was very weak 
from the vast loss of blood. 

‘Ted and Jean have eight children, Vernon, 
Eva, Howard, Grace, Jess, Arnold, Yvonne, and 
Gay. Vernon and Eva attended the Gimlet 
School. In 1952 the family moved to the west 
coast and Ted rejoined the armed forces. Jean 
then took a C.N.A. course and worked for many 
years in the hospital in Victoria, 





TED AND JEAN 
fean began farming in the Gimlet 








EVERNDEN, TOM AND SARAH (SALLY) 
‘Tom Evernden was born on August 30, 1910, in 
Bridge, Oregon. As a boy he lived in the Bentley 
district. Tom married Sarah Preston, known as 
Sally in 1932. Sally was born in Rimbey on 
December 6, 1911. Tom and Sally had six 
children, Shirley, Donald, Mirl, James, John and 
Ted. The children all attended school at Gimlet. 
Tom and Sally lived in the Gimlet district on 








‘Tom and Sally Evernden and ther children, Shirly, Don, Mil, 
James, John and Ted, 








different farms for many years. They lived on 
the “Carl Baird” place (S.W. 33-41-4.w5), on the 
“Roy Whitley" place (S.E. 28-41-4-w5) and they 
lived west of Roy Whitleys, and they also lived on 
the “Johnny Jones” place (S.W. 25-41-4-w5) and 
then Tom bought the S.W. 27-41-4-w5 and they 
moved the house they had built while living west 
of there Tom worked with Ted Pimm on a 
threshing machine for a few years and farmed 
for many years at Gimlet. 

It was a great loss to everyone when Sally 
passed away as she was a good friend and 
neighbor to everyone. Sally passed away 
January 19, 1953. ‘Tom’ and the family then 
moved ‘to the Rimbey area in 1956. Tom later 
passed away on December 20, 1964, 


HOLLINGSWORTH, ROBERT LEE AND 
ANNINA ANTOINETTA 

Robert Lee Hollingwsworth (Dick) was born 
in Escondido, California, May 2, 1869. He also 
had a half brother, Jim and a half sister Goldie. 
His mother married again and had two more 
girls and three boys. 

In 1896 or 1897 Dick came to Hecla and Glen. 
dale, Montana, where he bought a team of 
horses. He hauled cord wood for coke to feed the 
smelter furnaces at Glendale. When Dick came 
to Hecla he owned a real fancy team and buggy 
and to be sure the buggy whip wasn’t stolen he 
kept the whip in the shed that belonged to An 
tonio Quilici, this is how he met Miss Annina An- 
toinetta Quilici (Nina). She was born in New 
York City, New York, November 14, 1881. Dick 
and Nina were married on January 22, 1902 at 
Dillon Montana. Nina had two sisters,’ Celesta 
and Harriet and two brothers, Tony and Gilbert. 
Harriet is still living in Sherridan, Montana. 

Dick and Nina made their home in Glendale, 
‘Montana, and had seven children. True Evered 
was born at Rochester, Montana. January 10, 
1903. True married Elizabeth (Betty) Smith and 
had two children, Geneva and David. Ellis 
‘Anthony was born at Glendale, Montana, on 
December 27, 1905. Ellis married Jane Rhody in 
10928, they had three children, Richard, Beverly 
and Robert. Ellis and Jane now live in Portland, 
Oregon. Stanley Gilbert was born at Stettler, 
Alberta on December 28, 1911. Stanley married 
‘Adaline Useral Misner and they had four 
children, Gilbert Earl, Lee and Fay. Arthur Lee 
was born at Stettler, Alberta, Febrauary 7, 1914. 
Artle never married and he now lives in the 
Bingley district. Violet Celesta was born at 
Stettler, Alberta, February 18, 1916. Violet 
married Thomas Stanley Brown on July 11, 1938, 
‘They had one daughter Patricia Louise (Patty 
Lou). Violet still lives in the Gimlet district. 
Evelyn Sylvia was born at Buffalo Lake, Alberta 
on February 11, 1919. She had double pneumonia 
when she was two weeks old and they very near- 
ly lost her but she lived to marry Alva Oren 
Humphrey, February 21, 1940. They had one 
daughter Marilyn Ann. Evy now lives in Rocky 
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Some of the Hollingsworth family - 1928 - taken atthe LaBelle 
place which now belongs to Gilben Hollingsworth, From. left 
Viole, Evy, Artie, Stanley, Babe (Anse) and Dad Hollingsworth 


Mtn, House. Annina Harriet (Babe) was born 
July 27, 1924, at home on SE 20-41-4-W5 in the 
Gimlet district, during one of the worst electrical 
storms ever. There was a houseful of people that 
stayed overnight after a two day rodeo that Dick 
and the boys put on. No one knew about the new 
baby girl until the midwives, Mrs. Sheffield and 
Mrs. Annie Boomer told them all ai breakfast the 
next morning. Babe married Frank George 
Murray and they had five children, Linda, Dale, 
Randy, Marty and Melodie, 

Dick and a partner named Dunlap took their 
teams and came to Lethbridge, in 1905. Nina 
stayed in Hecla, Montana, for awhile until Dick 
got living accommodations for her and the first 
two boys. 

Dick contracted excavating for the deep piers 
in the construction of the high level bridge at 
Lethbridge. He also supplied the sand and gravel 
for concrete to build the piers, 

Dick bought 96 teams of horses from the Dick 
Earch Ranch near Pincher. Creek. He also 
bought wagons, slip scrapers, bull slips, plows, 
wheel scrapers, tents to house the horses and 
cook tents. Nina did all the cooking for these 
men, 

Dick also managed the shearing corrals at 
Sterling, Alberta. Here again Nina did the cook- 
ing for ‘the men, churning butter and baking 
bread every day as well. 

Then Dick worked building railroad grade 
from Lethbridge to north of Calgary, near 
‘Vulcan. This grade was laid through Three Hills, 
Drumbeller, Halkirk, Gadsby and Stettler. 

In 1909 he bought land three or four miles 
north of Stettler. He plowed and worked this land 
with horses. He had 150 brood sows at this time 
‘Then Dick bought a steam engine to do contract 
work. It rained all summer and the steam engine 
couldn't pull the plow. He also had land on the 
north end of Buffalo Lake at Bar Harbor. 

Dick moved his men and horses to Edmonton 
and worked on the Low Level Bridge until it was, 
completed. 














In 1918, Dick traded the land at Stettler (See- 
tion 23) to Oscar Olson for over 200 head of cattle 
and trailed them to the Battleford Indian Reser- 
vation near Hobbema for winter feeding. In May 
of 1919 they moved the cattle to Hoadley and that 
fall on to Leedale to the present Belt ard Mannix 
place, for winter feeding. The winter of 1919 was 
very hard on cattle because of the deep snow, 
and the severe cold and cattle feed was very 
scarce. In May of 1919 Nina and the family 
moved to Hoadley (the grocery store was called 
‘Nugent at that time) and later they moved to the 
Potter Creek district. 

In 1920 or 1921 Dick bought land in Gimlet dis- 
trict (SE 20-41-4-W5). Dick, True and Ellis cut 
logs north of Jimmy Smith’s in the Lampman 
Valley to build a four room house. This was the 
home place for many years and many memories 
still exist of experiences there. Every Sunday 
there was a rodeo and people came from all over 
to watch the young riders perform and to enjoy 
the day. Friends came and would spend the 
week-end visiting at Hollingsworth's Berry pick- 
ing was a great pastime and a lot of the women 
and children spent the afternoon looking for 
berries while the men took in the rodeo and the 
day often wound up with a dance. Fiddles, 
guitars, banjos and mouth harps were plentiful 
at that ‘time. 

In 1921 Dick and Ellis took two, four horse 
teams to Nordegg to haul logs and mine props for 
the coal mine there. In 1925 Nina took the three 
girls to Anaconda, Montana, as her mother, Mrs. 
Quilici was very’ sick and’ passed away. ‘They 
came back in the spring of 1927 to what was 
called the Jacobs place, one and a half miles 
west of Leedale. In the fall of 1927 they moved to 
Lacombe and Dick worked for Abe Parker and 
Mrs. Graham and the children attended the Ca 
nyon school. Then in February 1928 they moved 
to the Labell place, one half mile west of 
Leedale where Gilbert Hollingworth now lives. 
In April of 1928 they moved to the Sam Easter 














The Robert Hollingsworth Family taken in 1944, Back row: 
‘Ati, Stanley, Elis and True. Front row: Mrs. Annina Hollings 
‘wort, Anne (Babe), Evy, Viole and Mr, Dick Hollingsworth 








place one mile east of the Gimlet school. ‘The 
following fall they moved to Sylvan Lake where 
Dick had a Jersey dairy. Then in’ 1929 they 
moved back to Gimlet to the Roy Whitley place, 
one mile north of the Gimlet school. That fall 
they moved back to the old home place (SE 20-41. 
4-5). 

In 1931, Dick bought land in the Aurora dis- 
trict. This was the north half of 31-41-4-W5. The 
family moved there in the spring of 1933. Dick 
ran sheep and cattle there for many years with 
his boys Stanley and Artie. Ellis and True had 
gone back to the United States to work and live, 
Dick and the boys also held rodeos at this place. 
Evy and Babe finished their schooling at Aurora 
school. 

Dick finally sold this land (the Moosehorn 
Ranch) to Lee May from Saskatchewan in the 
fall of 1958 and then made his home with his 
daughter, Violet Brown until he passed away in 
October 1964. His son True had predeceased him 
in February 1947. His loving wife Nina passed 
away in July 1952, a granddaughter Fay in 
February 1953. His son Stanley on November 1 
1966, and his wife Adaline (Babe) passed away in 
September 1969. A son-in-law (Thomas) Stanley 
Brown passed away in December 1970. Dick and 
Nina’s youngest daughter Babe passed away in 
September 1976. 

So ends an era in the lives of two wonderful 
people and thelr family. 


HOUSTON, JAMES 
‘James Houston, a Scottish blacksmith, came 
to Alberta in 1925. He worked in several towns 
until he acquired a shop of his own in Bentley. 
James, however, wanted to farm. In 1926, he 
1-W5, the NE-10-41-W5 and the 
-41-W5. This land is located in the Gimlet 








He worked at blacksmithing for several 
years, while the land was rented. During this 
time, James worked at his shop in Bentley, 

A’ younger brother, Dan, from Scotland 
arrived to help with getting the farm project 
started. 

‘This land Is still in the family and has been 
added to as time and money allowed. 

In 1929, James and Margaret Stevenson from 
Scotland were married. They continued farming 
for 39 years. Six children came to bless this 
marriage. Two of the sons are farming, William 
on land we later acquired and Ivan on the home 
place. 

Newton married Margaret Osberg. They 
have four children, Douglas, Linda, Keith and 
Sandra, 

Pamela married Jack Wild. They have three 
children, Jackie, Reginald and Roderick. 

William married Lorraine Biswanger, They 
have four children, Susan, Shelley, Sherry and 
Scott. 

Thomas married Ruby-Lee Maddox. They 
have two boys, Timothy and Brett. Ivan married 








‘Trudy Maki and have three children, Krister, 
‘Tyler and Pamela. 

‘Morris lost his life in May 1971. 

James and Margaret moved to Eckville in 
1968, James passed away in June 1970. Margaret 
continues to live in their home in Eckville. 


HOUSTON, WILLIAM (BILL) AND LORRAINE 

Since history has to start somewhere, lets go 
back to January 1956. Lorraine Biswanger, the 
oldest daughter of Lawrence and Marie was 
attending school at Leslieville from her parents 
home at Withrow. Bill Houston was farming with 
his Dad, ‘‘Scotty’” Houston. Bill is the third son of 
Mr, and Mrs, James Houston. He was born at 
home on the farm (SE-15-41-4-w5) and obtained 
his schooling at Gimlet, Eckville and Red Deer. 

Fate or a “skating party” brought these two 
together and thus began a five and a half year 
period of going together which resulted in the in- 
evitable .. . marriage. 

But during that time, in 1957 Bill started a 
mini-milk route in which he picked up cans in the 
Gimlet area and hauled them to Withrow where 
they were put on the bigger truck of Roy Tubbs 
who then delivered them to C.A.D.P. 
Condensery in Red Deer. 

In 1958, after graduating from the David 
‘Thompson High School, Lorraine entered 
Calgary General Hospital School of Nursing. 

By 1960 Bill's milk route had expanded and he 
had purchased a larger truck of his own to haul 
to C.A.D.P. Condensery in Red Deer. As the un- 
loading fime was 8:30 a.m. he still had most of 
the day Yor farming. 

‘Then 1961 was a very eventful year. April 15, 
Bill broke his leg as the result of a riding acci 
dent. Dodge Lawton said, “Bill was doing fine 
until he broke his leg, then Lorraine caught 
him’. On July 3, 1961 they were married at the 
Withrow Gospel Mission by Rev. Louis Peskett 

In September, Lorraine completed her nur- 
sing education, in those days known as 
“training”, and after three years with one day 
off a week, one month holidays per year, and a 
monthly allowance of $10, one became “trained” 
in many ways. It certainly was a happy day 
when the news arrived that Lorraine had passed 
the R.N. exams. 

In 1962 Bill sold the milk truck and route to 
Ivan (Bill’s brother) and bought the rest of sec 
tion 22 from Bill's dad. He already owned the 
southeast quarter and started dairy farming on 
his own, These newly acquired quarters were 
known for their previous owners as: the north- 
east quarter was the Mottet place; the southeast 
quarter was the Chappell place; the west half 
was the Perry place, 

‘The Thyssen quarter (SE-27-41-4.w5) was 
added to complete the present farm in 1970. Nine- 
teen sixty-two also saw the start of their family 
when on August 20Susan Lorraine arrived. Then 
on February 8, 1967, Shelley Grace made her 
arrival In the world followed by Sherry Lynn on 
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‘The William (Bil) Houston Family -Sustn, Loraine and Bi in 
back row, Sherry, Shelley and Seot in font row 





August 27, 1968 and finally on September 21, 1970, 
Scott William, "‘a boy at last”. 

In 1960 they sold their dairy herd and went 
“pet” where their real interests were, besides 
this being a less demanding form of making a liv- 
ing. 

‘Their hobby has always been horses and in 
earlier years they competed in the Rocky Light 
Horse Association, 

When the rodeo arena was bullt at Gimlet in 
1967 Bill helped with the stock until 1969 when 
Rodney Tolonen, Dan Dyrland and Houstons 
bought the rodeo stock and started the Gimlet 
Rodeo Co. That hobby has grown into a much 
larger business with amateur rodeos through out 
Central Alberta from Bowden to Whitecourt. 

Being horse lovers, everyone in the family 
had to have a horse and of course the kids had a 
pony which was bought for Susan and was 
handed down the line as each child outgrew her. 
‘Their kids pony (Honey) had two colts that 
turned out to be the right size for pony chuck 
‘wagon horses, so in 1973 they bought two more to 
drive on the pole and used the two pets for the 
lead team and they were in the chuckwagon busi- 
ness, 

‘The highlight of the racing was in 1976 when 
they lent the lead team to Gilbert Hollingsworth 
to take to Medicine Hat and run on a chariot. In 
four days of racing against 66 other teams from 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, and British Columbia 
they finished in top place and brought home a 
beautiful trophy 

In the fall of 1975, they started to build their 
“dream home” and although at the time of 
writing they are not completely finished it is 
very nearly done. 











JACKSON, WILLIAM (BILL) AND MYRTLE, 

William John (Bill) Jackson was born in 
Bromly, Kent, England on March 28, 1911. His 
father was killed in World War I and Bill with his 
mother, came to Canada in the early 1920's. They 
eventually lived on a homestead west of Rocky 
Mountain House. Later they moved into Rocky 
where Bill carried on a dray business, He later 
drove for Greyhound, then had its own trucking 
business. 

Myrtle Wynder Jackson was born in 
Cardston, Alberta on September, 15, 1920, She 
spent her early years in Beazer and Hillspring, 
Alberta, She attended Normal School at Calgary 
in 1939-1940, 

Bill and Myrtle farmed in the Hillspring area 
for several years, then in 1964 they bought the 
land that they now own in the Gimiet area. The 
Bar Anchor Seven, W34-10-41-4.W5, and SE i0-41- 
4-W5. This land was formerly owned by Mr. and 
Mrs, Berry then by Jack Walls and later by Alvin 
Snow. The first three homes ever built on this 
place still stand. 

Myrtle taught Grade 5 in Rimbey from 
January through June of 1967. Then she 
transferred to the Leslieville School where she 
taught for a number of years. 

By a former marriage Bill had five children, 
William, Lillian, Arthur, Robert and James. One 
son Bob married Barbara Brown, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Brown, former residents of 
this area. 

Bill and Myrtle have as children Shelley and 
Perry. Shelley graduated from David Thompson 
School and has since worked for Parkland 
Savings and Credit Union. Shelley along with a 
loan manager, opened the new Credit Union in 
Rimbey, August 1976. Bill had his leg broken 
severly in two places when blowing up a split rim 
tire In 1972, so they have both retired, still main- 
taining their farming interests and doing some 
travelling. 








KELM, ROBERT (BOB) AND PAULINE 
Along with many other oldtimers from this 

area, Bob and Pauline Kelm were both born in 

the United States and immigrated to Canada, 

Bob was born in Hutchinson, Minnesota, on 
July 25, 1888, After working in Minneapolis from. 
the age of 14, Bob came to Alsask, Saskatchewan 
with @ syndicate known as “The Big Four Com- 
pany" in 1914. He then took up a homestead in 
Loverna about 1918, where he farmed until he 
came to Rimbey in 1926. 

Pauline Belt was born in Iowa on April 23, 
1906, and came to Lacombe with her family in 
1907. They moved to their homestead west of 
Leedale (Wittenberg) in 1910. In 1916, the Belts 
bought a farm and moved to the Gimlet district, 
where Pauline took her schooling. In 1929, 
Pauline opened her own hairdressing shop in 
Peabody's Boarding House (Algar’s in Rimbey). 
Her hairstyles were so becoming that she at: 
tracted the attention of Bob Kelm, who also 











boarded there. They were married in 1930, and 
after living in Rimbey for one year, they moved 
to the Anton homestead in Leedale. 

‘The Kelms had five children. Raymond 
married Elma Rauhala and lives in Rimbey. 
Myrtle married Ed Schwartz and lives in Ab- 
botsford, B.C., as does Art, who married Lani 
‘Melenchuk. Doreen and her husband, Wayne 
‘McBean, live in Calgary. Doris and her husband, 
Adrian Rieff, reside in the Lavesta district 





Back row: Bob Kelm and Doreen, “Dad” Eliott, Don Bel, 
Herman Johnson and Burley Belt. Front row: Myrtle Keim, Mrs 
Johnson and Art Kelm, Mis. Burley Bel and Jean Chappel and 
ay Kel 


During their first years of farming, Pauline 
recalls paying $50 per head for cattle, and a year 
later, they traded a cow for a $15 grinder. The 
pigs they bought for $4 were sold for $4.50 in the 
fall. 

Because of the poor roads and heavy snow- 
falls, the old Model A was often parked from 
December until April, and horse and sleigh rid 
became popular. The spring floods allowed raft- 
ing to become an innovative means of transpor- 
tation. 

A Joyful reunion took place in 1951, when, 
after 40 years, Bob's brother and sisters and 
their families from the States visited the Kelms, 

‘The Kelms retired to British Columbia in 
1952, ‘Their farm is now owned by their oldest 
son, Ray. Robert passed away in March, 1969, 

Pauline is very interested in handicrafts. She 
enjoys seeing all her old friends on visits to 
Alberta. 











LANGE, WM. ARTHUR AND FAMILY 

Wm. Arthur Lange was born 1857 in Iowa. His 
wife Lucy was born 1866 in Iowa. Fred Arthur 
their son was born 1892, 

Wm. Lange bought the homestead of Frank 
Benjamins the NW 30-41-3 W5 in 1910. A post card 
dated 1910 of Kate Baum’s mentions Mr. Lange 
helping her son Link Boyer dig a root cellar and 
another card later on tells of Mr. Lange helping 














Link shingle an addition he was building onto the 
home. It is not known how long the Langes lived 
n this farm but in 1918 Frank Johnsman bought 
the farm and Wm. and Lucy were living back in 
Towa then. Fred Lange married Nora Withers in 
1913 and they had two children Ruth born in 1914 
and Wm. in 1916. Fred and Nora returned to 
Decorah, Towa about 1918. 

Wm. Arthur Lange passed away in 1945 and 
Luey in 1944, Fred passed away in 1961 and Nora 
is in.a “Care Centre” in Independance, Iowa and 
is 83 years of age. 

‘Much of this information was received from 
Ruth Lange Wallace, 

‘The Bed Bug’s Laugh 
‘The June bug lives the last of June, 
‘The Lightening bug in May, 
But the Bed bug takes his bonnet off 
‘And says I've come to stay. 


LEINONEN, JOHN AND HILJA 
WALIMAKL, ISAAC, DONALD, ALLI 

Mrs. Hilja Leinonen came from Butte, Mon- 
tana, to the Gimlet district in April of 1930, with 
her husband John and two of her three children 
from her first marriage. Donald was age 15 and 
All age 12 and they also brought with them 
John's son Alfred, from his first marriage. Hil- 
ja’s oldest son Isaac, was at this time, working 
as a carpenter in California. Alfred drove all the 
way to Alberta in a 1928 Chrysler, which was 
later traded for some breaking they had done on 
some of their land. 

‘They came to live on a C.P.R. quarter of land, 
the NE 21-41-4-W5, which John Leinonen had 
homesteaded in 1915. He broke 65 acres and only 
farmed it for one year, as his first crop was 
hailed out 100%. He then moved back to Butte, 
hoping to save enough money for a new start 
While in Butte, his first wife passed away and he 
later met and'married Hilja Walimaki. 

When they first came here they lived with Mr. 
‘Mottet for a month or so, while preparing a place 
to live. A temporary home was made from two 
granaries, which were attached together. 

For the Finnish people, the “Sauna”, or 
steam bath, is a very essential part of living, so 
as soon as the home was completed, a sauna was 
built. At first the neighbors were a little dubious 
about the customs of the sauna, but it later on 
became a Saturday night ritual for the neighbors 
to come for a bath, and visit over a cup of coffee. 

‘The move to the farm proved to be a real 
hardship for Mrs. Leinonen as she could not 
speak, read nor write the English language. She 
was very lonely as there were no Finnish speak- 
ing people for miles around. She began learning 
English by speaking Finn to the children and 
they replied in English. In fact a neighbor made 
the remark that it was a funny family that had 
moved in. The mother speaks Finn but the 
children speak English. Also her only friend Mrs. 
Clara Lalone coached her and many happy hours 
were spent together. 
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However this new found friendship was very 
short lived as Mrs. Lalone passed away sudden- 
ly. As the years progressed, she did learn to 
speak and read the English language, and is now 
a very avid reader. She now subscribes to a 
Calgary daily newspaper, and particularily en- 
Joys reading anything pertaining to politics. 

John Leinonen passed away exactly one year 
to the day he arrived. He died from Miners Con- 
sumption. Alfred went back to Butte, soon after 
his father passed away. 

Again Mrs. Leinonen was faced with a real 
hardship as she tried to run the farm with the 
help of her two children, They cleaned the land 
by hand, her and Donald chopping the trees and 
brush and Alli helping to pile what she could. 
Hilja’s main worry was how she would ever get 
the erop in that spring. To her surprise one morn- 
ing, a group of neighbors bringing their own 
machinery and horses, prepared the land and 
put in the crop. It was at that time that she 
realized what wonderful neighbors she had, and 
that she was really among friends. 

In 1932 she wrote to her son Isaac asking him 
to come and help on the farm and he came that 
fall. Things were then a little easier with Isaac 
sharing the load. But these were the depression 
years and Hilja and her family, along with every- 
‘one else at that time, faced very difficult times. 
Besides working long, hard hours for very little 
money, they suffered from hail, frost and very 
ong cold winters. These were the years when a 
ho se rake could be bought for $35, a binder for 
$135, coffee was three pounds for 90¢ and butter 
was 25¢ a pound. 

Donald and Alli went to the Gimlet school and 
thelr first teacher was Miss Hattie Dobbs, now 
Mrs. Stears. She was a soft hearted, kind teacher 
and many of her pupils still ‘cherish the 
memories of their schooldays with Miss Dobbs 
as thelr teacher. 

‘Their second teacher was Miss Clayton, now 
Mrs. Baird. She also had a soft spot In her heart 
for her students. Knowing that some of them 











‘The Walimaki Family - Isaac, Mother (ompo), Ali and Donal 





wanted to further thelr education, but could not 
afford to go anywhere for schooling, she taught 
grades 10 and 11, though grade 9 was all that was 
required of her. 

Alli left the farm to go to work and finally 
settled in Calgary. There she met and married 
Roy Danilowich and they have one daughter, 
Sharon. She married Jim Donnelly from Calgary 
and they have three daughters. Troi is 16, 
Corinne is 15 and Shauna is 13 and their family 
now lives in Victoria, B.C. 

Donald and Isaac never married and they still 
live on the farm with thelr mother, 


Well dling crew from Eekville driing water wall on Leinonen 
farm in 190, 


As times got better, their first tractor was 
purchased in 1947. Some years later Isaac bought 
a quarter of land from “Dad” Elliot, (SW 21-41-4 
Wo). Then the boys bought a half section from 
John Dyrland, (SW 21-41-4-W5) and the NW 18-41- 
4-W5. They also bought a 1931 Model A Ford for 
$135. This little Ford with the rumble seat found 
a soft spot in the hearts of Mrs. Leinonen and the 
boys. Not only because it brought happier times, 
with fishing trips, berry picking and picnics but 
mostly because it played a part in saving their 
lives so many times. For instance, one time 
when accompanied by a group of neighbors, in 
thelr vehicles, they went on a fishing trip to Buck 
Lake. With Isaac driving and Peter Danilowich 
as his passenger, they led the procession in the 
“iittle Ford”. "They came up over a hill to dis- 
cover a creck at the bottom ... minus the 
bridge. There were only two skids across the 
deep ravine. Peter, bracing himself, grabbed for 
the brake handle, only to have Isaac inform him, 
“There is no brake!” Isaac steered on to the 
skids and reaehed the other side safely to find the 
little Ford had crossed with one set of wheels on 
the skid and just the hubs on the other side had 
rode across on that skid. The only color in 
Peter’s face was two dark spots that were his 
eyes. He looked like he had seen a ghost 


On another oceasion, again accompanied by a 
group in vehicles, they’ went on a berry picking 
trip to the Open Creek area. It was raining hard 
on the way home and all the cars kept getting 
stuck. Finally it was getting late and so dark, 
they decided to park their vehicles and sleep in 
thelr cars for the night. The next morning when 
Isaac and Donald walked around, they dis 
covered the little Ford had saved their lives 
again! The two wheels on one side were on the 
very edge of a steep hill, and any slight push 
would have sent It rolling down! In fact Isaac 
was mighty nervous about getting in to start it up 
to slowly ease it onto the road. 

On one more occasion, on another berry pick- 
ing trip in the Faraway area, they came toa very 
sharp bend, and immediately approached a 
bridge where planks had been piled on one side, 
to keep cows from crossing. Having no chance to 
stop, and likely having no brakes, they hit the 
pile of planks and the little Ford just neatly slid 
the planks across the bridge in front of it and 
crossed to safety. 

‘The little Ford was retired after years of 
faithful service. For many years, antique car 
dealers came offering to buy it but Mrs. Leinonen 
refused to part with it. Finally, as she had no 
where to keep the car under cover, and it was 
getting weather beaten, she finally sold It for 

125, 

‘When first moving to the Gimlet district, Mrs. 
Leinonen busied herself with a hobby of growing 
flowers. This hobby has only flourished over the 
years. Now at the age of 94, she still works 
diligently in her beautiful flower gardens. Her 
well kept yard of flowers, shrubs, and fruit trees 
attract the eye of many passers by, with its color 
and beauty. 


Mrs. Hija Leinonen on her Oth birthday at home at Ginlet 





At the age of 70, she hosted a birthday party 
for all her friends and neighbors and continued to 
have a party every fifth year, as she says a party 
every year would only make her grow too old too 
fast. In 1978 she will be celebrating her 95th 
birthday and with God willing she will be hosting 
another party for her family and all her many 
friends. 

‘To add to the meagre income of the farm, 
the Wallmaki brothers were fortunate to have 4 
producing oilwell drilled on their home quarter 
Jn 1962 and another wel drilled on SE 20-1-4-W5 
in 1977 





McELROY — OWEN LELAND AND BUELAH 
BLANCHE, SW 26-41-4W5 — written by D. 
McElroy 

Owen McElroy Sr. was born in Kankakee, 
Illinios on May 6, 1893. His wife Buelah was born 
in Shelbyville, Ilinols on June 2, 1893. They were 
married on December 25, 1913 and moved to 
Canada with their two sons Warren and Owen Jr. 
from Hillsborough, North Dakota in the spring of 
1021. They settled on a farm east of Red Deer and 
while they lived there Ellen, Robert and Richard 
were born. 

In the spring of 1939 they moved to the 
Leedale district and rented the land where Mr. 
and Mrs. Wiltse had lived for three years. Henry 
‘Thatchuk 1s now living on this place. In March 
1942 they moved to the SW 26-41-4W5 which they 
purchased from the Hudson's Bay Company. Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Nugent were living there at the 
time. Both parcels of land are now owned by the 
Leedale Hutterite Brethern. 

That summer was a busy one with crop, fenc- 
ing, and moving, the fall came quickly and 
things had to be organized for winter. ‘They 
milked cows, shipped cream, kept quite a few 
pigs and a small flock of sheep. Mother raised a 
lot of chickens, geese and turkeys and grew a big 
garden. She did a lot of canning, was a wonderful 
cook and was always busy in her spare time with 
her knitting, crocheting and needle work. 

‘The children attended Benjamin School and 
then Gimlet School after they moved. 

Dad had a threshing machine and did 
threshing in the district every fall, He was a well 
experienced operator as he hiad helped thresh in 
his early years when they used steam engines to 
run the threshing machine. He enjoyed reminise- 








‘Owen McElroy Sr. taken inthe spring of 1940, 


ing about the work, the men and the old 
steamers. 

Dad enjoyed big game hunting and fishing 
and took a lot of pride in his many guns and 
marksmanship. He was deeply interested in 
livestock as he had grown up on his fathers’ farm 
where they kept registered cattle and horses. He 
learned at an early age, how to select the best 
animals and how to groom them for the show 
rings as they entered many of them in the 
Chicago World Fair where they received many 
prizes and ribbons, 

During World War II their eldest son Warren 
joined the United States Army. He saw action in 
Attu and Kiska in the Japanese Theatre of war 
and also in Germany during the battle of the 
bulge. Owen Jr. joined the R.C.A.F. and spent 
two and one half years in the service. He 
volunteered for active duty In the Pacific but 
peace was declared before his departure. 

As the younger members of the family 
finished school they found jobs and so were away 
from home. 











‘The McElroy Family i the fall of 1943, Warren (U.S. Army) 
len, Mrs. ‘Buelah McElroy, Owen Jr. (RCAF), Mf. Owen 
Metoy and Richard and Robert in font 


Mr. and Mrs, McElroy were well respected in 
the community. Mother was a member of the 
Leedale W.I. and also the Gimlet Ladies’ Club. 
She enjoyed her home and family and was a 
devoted wife and mother. She was raised in a 
Christian home and became an active member 
in the United Church that she and Dad belonged 
to in Leedale. In 1952 her health began to fail. 
‘The famiy held a reunion in May 1955 and she 
passed away in September, 1955 after a lengthy 
illness. 

Dad McElroy lived by himself after her 
death, doing his own farming and chores until ill 
health forced him to sell the land. He was 80 
years old when he bought a little house and 
retired to Rimbey in 1969, He had a cheery dis- 
position and was weil liked by every one that 
knew him. He kept active and passed away 
suddenly on Januaty 30, 1973 at the age of & 
years. 
























































‘The family is living in varlous places, Warren 
and his wife Betty have now retired and live on 
an acreage in Missouri. They have a son Bill and 
a daughter Donna and four grandchildren. 

Owen (Junior) and wife Doris live on thelr 
farm north of Leedale. They have two sons John 
and Gary and two daughters Helen and Barbara. 
‘The girls are married and there are four 
grandchildren, 

Ellen and Jack live in California. They both 
worked for Airlines for years but now have other 
employment. They have no family, 

Robert and wife Marie live at Valleyview 
where they have a farm and she is teaching 
school. Bob worked for Imperial Oil for several 
years before he bought the farm. They have one 
Son Duanne. 

Richard and his wife Patricia live In 
Lacombe. He works at the Shell Station and she 
teaches school. They have a son Gregory and a 
daughter Susan, 

Every day that passes becomes history. The 
years go quickly and with the passing of time, 
our pioneers who worked hard to open up the 
country, becomes history also. 

Mr. and Mrs, McElroy were laid to rest in the 
Mount Auburn Cemetery in Rimbey. 

The family holds many happy memories of 
these two special pioneers, 


MOTTET, CHARLES EDWARD AND OLINE 
IRMA 
N.E, 2241-405 

Charles Edward Mottet and Oline Irma 
Liengne were married in Orvin, Switzerland and 
in April 1882 sailed for America. They crossed 
the ocean on a new ship, it’s first voyage, There 
Were three days of stormy weather at the start. 
Something broke on the vessel, and they were 
taken out of their way. Some of the passengers 
received bruises and broken bones during the 
storm. For five days all of the sailors were busy 
on deck, on the fifth day some cleaned the 
cabins. The ship ran out of drinking water, they 
fried to distill ocean water but it tasted salty. Tt 
took 21 days to cross, when they reached New 
York 6,000 passengers were landing, some early, 
some late, some on time. 

Upon arrival they stayed with the Villard 
family, also from Orvin, in Kansas for two years, 
Irma did housework and sewing for her board 
and also did washing for neighbors until they 
saved enough money to rent a farm of thelr own. 
Hopes of raising hogs for market ended when six 
sows were killed by lightning, so after two years 
went west and homesteaded in Scott County, 
Kansas. After losing three crops to drought, they 
left for Missouri. They rented three different 
farms during their 17 years in Missouri and did 
very well. 


THE LIFE OF THE MOTTET FAMILY AS 1 
REMEMBER IT — by Lucy (Mottet) (Moore) 
Gregson, May, 1977 

‘My parents left Missouri in 1905 because my 








Dad was fed up with working all day in the heat 
and could not sleep nights as they were too hot. 


hey travelled by train to Alberta, to me, a 
five year old girl, going to the rest room on the 
train was really something out of this world, at 
that time outdoor privies were all people had. 
‘Their first year was spent at Bentley, Alberta, 
where they rented what is now Lord and Lady 
Gordon's farm. Adele and Ada were married so 
did not go along, Emma died of Typhoid fever in 
1904 at the age of 16. All the others came to Alber. 
ta, oldest to youngest were; Rosa, Julia, Charles, 
Frank, Eva, Esther, Lucy, George and Willis, 
Willis died at Bentley at the age of six months in 
April 1906. Rosa told me I screamed when his 
coffin was lowered In the grave and had to be 
taken away. This I do not remember as an ex. 
tremely high fever a while later blanked out my 
memory, later George and I were playing and he 
fell while holding a ruler in his mouth, Twas sure 
he would die as blood ran out of his mouth and 
down his front, after a week on liquids he was 
.K. Apparently that year Dad scouted around 
and found a place he homesteaded on south of 
Wittenberg (now Leedale). Charles helped build 
a log granary and a log shed for our stock, then 
we moved inio the granary where we lived until a 
frame house was built, at this time Julla and 
Charles returned to Missouri where both were 
married soon after. 


After we Mottets arrived there were enough 
kids for a school, that’s when the Gimlet school 
was built. When it was completed I started 
school. I am sure I was seven years old by then 
and Esther and George also went to school. 
Esther had most of her schooling in Missouri. 
No matter how often Dad dragged two logs to 
make a trail for us kids to school. it would soon 
snow and blow it full. If I remember correctly, 
we did not have school part of the winters at first. 
There was no high school near so none of us went 
as the folks didn’t have extra money for us to 
rent a room elsewhere, in fact we did well to 
enough to eat while clearing land of brush for 
fields, we kids all had to help with that plus 
chores too, 


On January 23, 1908 Albert was born on the 
homestead south of Wittenberg. How T loved that 
baby, he was such a happy child and grew fast, 

He also took his schooling at Gimlet, beginning 
at the age of five, and recalls one day during 
noon hour the children heard something howl off 
in the bush. The older ones decided to investigate 
and all went into the bush to find the ‘‘coyote”. It 
kept howling and they kept following until they 
heard the school bell ringing. All the bigger kids 
ran for the school leaving Albert behind. Sudden- 
ly the howl came again and as his halr raised up 
on end, he realized he was being followed. At that 
moment Jeanette Heisdorf appeared, grabbd his 
hand and they both flew back to the school yard. 
It was not class time but the teacher, Russeli 
Hall, had also heard the animal, a wolf, and 

















realizing what the children were up to had called 
them back, 

How the coyotes did howl at night in a circle 
around our buildings! Poor Spot, our dog, sat at 
the door and barked all night. They would have 
killed her had she left the house, they were so 
large as there were many snow shoe rabbits to 
feed on. Once they were so plentiful we kids 
killed six rabbits one night with clubs, giving us 
good meat for a few meals, 

By 1908 the folks had cows, horses and 
chickens and bad luck too. They lost two horses, 
and later some cattle which ate wild parsnip also 
many chickens were lost to the coyotes. Mother 
made butter which was traded for groceries in 
Eckville. 

Dad's first oat field was so tall one could bare- 
ly see the horses ears above it when he was cut 
ting it with the binder, 

Dad often said July was the only month he 
had never seen any snow flakes so our garden 
was hardy stuff and how it did grow and such 
good flavor, rutabagas so sweet and big. Mother 
made moc-apple butter which fooled many. 

‘The homestead was 160 acres and later Dad 
bought another 160 east of it which was good land 
too. 








Charles Edward Mottet family 
‘Albert, Dad, Lucy, George, Mother 


1909 - back: Eva, Rosa, Esher, 


ROSA born April 8th, 1885, married Arthur 
Willits April 8th, 1913 ‘and lived on Arthurs 
homestead (NW 4-42-3-W5), three and one-half 
miles east of Wittenberg until the ‘“‘mid twen- 
ties” when they moved to Washington, They had 
six children; May, Earl and Ruby born in 
Canada; Harold, Frank and Donald born in 
Everett, Washington where they made their 
home. Arthur is gone but Rosa resides in a nur- 
sing home in Everett. 

FRANK, born October 29th, 1892, married 
Alice Willits December 24th, 1913, He sold his 
homestead (SE 18-41-3-W5) and moved to 
Youngstown, Alberta. They had three children, 
Mildred, Ray and Loyd. Frank died of appen: 
dicitis December 8th, 1921. Alice, 84, is living in 
the Rimoka Lodge at Ponoka, Alberta. 
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ts Ada (Moet) Purcell and her two children, Clarence 
snd Winona, and Lacy Mote, taken In 1915. Note the corduroy 
oad over the muskeg, made of local tree lad closely Yopeher, 


EVA, born November 11th, 1895, married R. 
J. Russell Hall on June 5th, 1913, He was 
teaching school at Gimlet at the time. In January 
1920 they moved to California. LeRoy and 
George were born on their homestead west of 
Gimlet two and one-half miles (NW 20-41-4-W5), 
Aileen and Evelyn in California, Eva dled May 
ith, 1953 of a cerebral hemorrhage and Russell 
died in Ontario in the late 1960's. 

ESTHER, born January 13th, 1897, married 
Harley Belt’on June 24th, 1915. Thelr life and 
family are mentioned elsewhere. 

LUCY, born July 29th, 1901, married Claude 
Moore July 2nd, 1917 at Lacombe, Alberta, and 
made their home on the Jaggard quarter (SE 34- 
41-4-W5) southwest of Wittenberg for two years 
before moving to Oregon. Their greatest 
problem while here was getting water from the 
spring on the Medicine River for it was down a 
hill from the house. When the path was dry it 
wasn't too bad but when wet or icy it took great 
skill to get a full pail of water to it’s destination, 
A son Orville was born to them June 13th, 1919 
and a daughter Osa was born in the U.S.A. 
Claude died in July 1957 at Moorehead, Minn.. 
Lucy remarried and is widowed, She resides in 
Lebannon, Oregon. 

GEORGE, born February 3rd, 1903, took his 
schooling at Gimlet: He is a bachelor and owns a 
farm east of High River, Alberta, 

ALBERT, born January 23rd, 1908, on the 
homestead south of Wittenberg, took his school- 
ing at Gimlet. He is a bachelor and after 
ranching several years at Bottrel, Alberta has 
now retired to Mirror. His greatest interest being 
antiques, he has a beautiful collection of lamps 
and guns 

C. Edward Mottet died Augest 12th, 1944 after 
a short illness, 

. Irma Mottet died April 26th, 1945 after a 
lengthy illness, 


MULLARKY, JOHN AND MARGARET 
Jack was raised in Lancashire, England, 
coming out in 1912 to work in the cotton mills at 
Falls River, Mass. U.S.A. He made his way west, 
working in the mines and later in Calgary. 

















Jack Mallarey, 



















































In 1914 he filed on NE 16-41-4 W5. He usually 
worked on the prairies in summer and lumber 
‘camps in winter, only spending the required time 
on the homestead which he was slowly im- 
proving. 

He enjoyed company, never turning down a 
chance of a dinner and a day of visiting. Being in- 
terested in young people enjoying themselves 
Jack often took a sleigh load of them to dances. 

\ ‘One night a group from Medicine Valley had 
gone to a dance at Leslieville. At midnight it was 
announced that the orchestra would play an hour 
longer than usual as the Medicine Valley folks 
were late arriving. Jack having a splendid 
baritone voice had entertained during the supper 
hour. 

In 1928 he began corresponding with Mary 
Kerr in Ireland, who was a friend of Mr. and 
Mrs. Graydon, recent arrivals from there. When 
they decided to get married and he had sent her 
the fare but she was unable to come. Her mother 
was ill and being a nurse was needed there. Her 
sister, Margaret, came instead and they were 
married that summer. Mary later came to 
Canada and spent some time in the area. 

Margaret was a hard’ working woman. 
‘Together they built a new house on the NW 15-41: 
4-W5, which he had bought. The house burned 
down one night while they were doing chores. 
Later they sold to Omar Jodoin and bought land 
south of Eckville where they lived until he died in 
1948. Margaret and Mary lived in Eckville until 
they returned to Ireland a year later. 





NUGENT, FRANK AND MINNIE — written by 
Teene I. Hulberg 

My father, Frank A. Nugent, was born in But- 
falo, Minnesota in 1892, His father owned a farm 
near town and was the sheriff of Buffalo County. 
He provided the building to house the courthouse 
and first jail, a building which is still in use to- 
day. Dad often told us interesting stories of his 
youth, like the time a notorious outlaw, Cole 
Younger, of the Jesse James Gang, was being 
held prisoner and dad shook hands with him, 

‘When my father left school he went to work, 











as a cowhand, on a ranch near Cathmere, North 
Dakota. He later filed on a homestead in the 
same district. 

In 1898 my mother, Minnie M. McAllister, was 
born in Becher, Ontario (near Wallaceburg), and 
was raised on a farm with her five brothers and 
one sister. She also relates childhood incidents 
usually about some mischief she had been up to, 

When mom was 16 years old, she travelled 
west to Cathmere, North Dakota to spend some 
time on a ranch owned by her aunt and it was 
here she met a tall, dark cowboy who was first 
attracted by her long ringlets and love of good 
horses. My mom and dad were married in Falr- 
view, Montana on May 17, 1916 





Frank and Minnie Nugent. 


‘They lived on the homestead until July of 1918 
when they shipped, by immigrant car, to 
Lacombe, then transferred thelr belongings to a 
wagon and trailed the livestock to thelr destina- 
tion at Gilby, 

After eight years in this district they moved to 
a Hudson’s Bay quarter in the Leedale Valley, 
two miles south of Leedale on the Medicine 
River, formerly known as the Middlekoop place. 

It was here where they raised thelr family, a 
place of which we all have many fond memories 
We recall both good and bad years on the farm, 
ut the work and hard times are forgotten when 
we reminisce about pleasant events. Many 
lasting friendships were made during those 
years when life progressed at a slower pace. 
‘Times when listening to Major Bows, playing 
‘78's on the old gramophone or playing cards with 
friends and neighbors was first rate entertain- 
ment, 

On mail day there was the Family Herald, 
Western Producer and Free Press Weekly to 
keep us posted on farm prices and affairs, 
recipes, poems and fiction. Reading was done in 





















the evening from pages lighted by a coal ofl 
lamp. 

‘The Medicine River provided us with our own 
swimming hole. It looks a little shallow and mud- 
dy now, but when we were kids it was as inviting 
as any swimming pool. In the winter it was our 
skating rink, sometimes after much shoveling, 
but the skating parties and wiener roasts were 
lots of fun. 

Our house was a bit chilly in winter, but there 
was always a supply of good tamarack wood 
which was hauled from the Aurora area. With 
the help of Harley Belt, who owned the sawing 
outfit, and a crew of neighbors a large wood pile 
was put up in preparation for cold days ahead. 

Winter was a time to fill the ice house with 
large blocks of ice to be used in the summer for 
cooling cream and making Ice cream, I can per- 
sonally vouch that my mom's ice cream is a 
mighty tasty treat. Cranking the freezer handle 
was a tedious task, and I remember waiting 
eagerly for that first sample from the ladle. 

We always looked forward to the periodic 
visits from the Rawleigh and Watkin’s salesmen 
who replenished our supply of extracts, spices, 
medicines, etc. and often to spend the night. 

It took faith, courage and Ingenuity to carry 
on in the 1930's.’ Conveniences were few, but, for- 
tunately, we never suffered for the essentials. 





Loreta lene and Lucile Nugent taken in 1930 
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Farmers, it seemed, had a definite advantage 
‘with things such as freshly churned butter for 
our home made bread, milk, eggs and 
vegetables trom the garden. Salt pork from the 
brine barrel was an old standby, other sub- 
stitutes were prairie chicken, jacktish snared 
through the ice and even the odd jack rabbit. 

My parents butchered animals and delivered 
meat from farm to farm in the summer time. 
This service was appreciated especially during 
threshing. The hamburger sold for 10¢ a pound. 
‘The Job of opening gates sometimes fell on me, a 
chore which I was never too thrilled with. 

Dad served the community as a self made 
veterinarian. He had a few instruments and a 
love for animals and was often called upon to 
help treat a sick cow or float a horses teeth, The 
standard charge was one dollar, regardless of 
time spent, and when he was paid he'd hand the 
money to Mom and say “here's another sack of 
sugar”. 

‘Our family hauled fuel from Eckville, by 
wagon, to the first gas pump in Leedale, owned 
and operated by my aunt and uncie, Loretta and 
Hugh Lindsay. They also had a store and post of 
fice. 

Dad also hauled lumber to Eckville by team 
and sleigh from the Varty sawmill at Faraway. 

Lucille’s first driving experience was when 
she decided to take our Mclaughlin Buick for a 
spin. She drove out the lane, negotiated the turn 
without stopping but mowed down six fence posts 
on the return ‘rip 

Loretta enjoyed racing her pony. On one occa- 
sion she looked back to see how the other con: 
testants were doing, fell off her horse and lost the 
race. 

‘Mom was quite a cowgirl herself. One day the 
green-broke horse which she was riding decided 
to lie down in a slough. The horse won that round, 
but what he didn’t know was that his stub: 
bornness was no match for mom’s determination 
and that she would persevere until it was clear 
that she was the boss, 

We attended the Gimlet public school and 
later Leedale High. Say what they like, country 
schools were okay in my opinion. The teachers 
were nice — Hattie Dobbs, Geneva Clayton, 
Elsie Petersen, Selma Raabls, Thelma Olsen 
and Isabel Hood to mention a few. They tried 
hard to cope with 30 kids ranging In age from six 
to 14, in Grades 1 to 8. 

Christmas programs and picnics were always 
special events and the dances after these affairs 
were a place where young and old were 
welcome. The school house also doubled as a 
Sunday School and church on Sunday 

About Halloween, can anyone reading this ar- 
ticle recall how ‘Scotty Houston's horses 
mysteriously got into the pound keeper's corral 
at Stanley Brown’s one crisp moonlight night of 
October 1st? 

Dad had been in the U.S. Marines in the First 
World War, and in 1941 he enlisted in the 

















R.C.A.P. so we left the farm to live in Calgary 

while dad was In the armed forces, 
. L. McElroy bought the old farm, and It 1s 
owned by the Leedale Hutterite 


In 1946, after the war, mom and dad returned 
to the Gilby area where they farmed and raised 
registered Appaloosa horses. With them came 
Johnnie and Ronnie Graham, two lovable young 
fellows who made their home with us for several 
years. Ronnie was killed in a construction acci- 
dent in Calgary at the age of 18 years, Johnnie 
lives at the West Coast and comes back to visit 
from time to time. 

irginia, affectionally known as Bridget, won 
the Rocky Stampede Queen Contest in 1957. She 
represented Eckville and was sponsored by the 
High School Student’s Union. 

‘Mom managed the Gilby Store from 1958 to 
1962. Then in 1963 our parents purchased land 
near Rocky Mountain House and the following 
year retired to town where Mother still lives. 


Dad passed away in April of 1972. 





Frank and Minnie Nugent on their SOth wedding anniversary, 
with thelr fay, leene, Vigil, Loretta and Lucile 


‘They had five daughters. Vera, the eldest, 
died at the age of two years. 

Lucille, Mrs. Harold Lemieux, lives on a farm 
west of Rimbey. They have six daughters — 
Joyce, Fay, Carol, Wendy, Cindy and Gale. 

Loretta married Eddy Aske. They had two 
sons — Wayne and Garry, (Garry deceased in 
1961). They live on a farm’ east of Rocky Moun- 
tain House and Loretta is the Accountant at the 
Hospital. 

Tleene, Mrs. Ingmar Hulberg lives on a farm 
too. We have one son Wendell, and twin 
daughters Lynda and Lynn. Tam a health record 
analyst at the Rocky Hospital. 

Virginia, Mrs. Roger Tetz lives in Ottawa 
with her family of two daughters and one son — 


28 


JoAnn, Brenda and Edward, Virginia 1s an in 
surance underwriter. 

Mom enjoys her 13 grandchildren and 15 
great-grandchildren, Her hobbies bring her 
much happiness, and many of her hand made ar- 
ticles beautify her comfortable home and the 
homes of her family and friends. She enjoys 
plants and flowers and takes special pride in 
raising gorgeous roses. 

‘The “welcome mat” Is still out at the Nugent 
hhome, and mom. is always pleased when old 
rriends come to cal 


OUELETTE, PETE AND LELAH (JOHNSON) 
AND FAMILY 

Peter Ouelette was born in St. Albert; Alberta 
on March 31, 1896, the son of Peter George 
Ouelette (originally trom Quebec) and Eugenie 
(La Pierre) Ouelette, of St. Albert. 

‘The first year of his parent's marriage in 1890 
and 1891 his father was on a “river drive” from 
northwest of Edmonton down to “Walter’s saw- 
mill” on the Edmonton river-flats. That year he 
made $3,000. Later he worked at his trade of 
carpentry, on some of the first buildings at St. 
Albert, 

In 1898 his father left for the Yukon gold. 
fields. He soon returned with news that he 
‘thought he'd found a “strike”. Next year, in 1899 
he returned to Dawson City, where he contacted 
typhoid-fever and died. A priest was sent down to 
break the news to Pete's mother. He handed her 
over her husband’s watch and clothes, regrett- 
fully saying there was no money because they 
had used It to give him a “good burial”. Pete’s 
mother was left with four small children. 

When Pete was four years old his mother met 
and married Alphonse Jenette, and they moved 
tohis home at Hay Lakes, east of Leduc, Alberta, 
‘Two sets of twins and three other children were 
born here, making a family of 11. Of these Pete 
has still living two half-sisters, Alice of Edmon- 
ton and Almena Angel of Beaverlodge; also a 
brother Joe Ouelette of Edmonton. 

On October 23, 1917 at Leduc, Alberta, Pete 
married Miss Lelah Johnson of Hay Lakes, 
daughter of a pioneer American family. 

Lelah’s grandparents on both sides of her 
family were pioneers of U.S.A. Her mother, 
Amelia Ostenburg was born and raised in 
Wisconsin, where her family had lived for 
generations. Lelah’s grandfather, Frederick 
Ostenburg fought in the Boer War. Instead of be- 
ing issued a name tag, soldiers were tattoed on 
the arm. Lelah’s father, Orrin Johnson, was born 
in Missouri, the son of a British immigrant faml- 
ly who arrived on the Mayflower. Lelahs grand- 
father Isaac Johnson was a Deacon of thelr 
Presbyterian Church. The family farmed and 
raised sheep, until an epidem{e wiped them out. 
After this misfortune Isaac Johnson drove by 
wagon to Johnstown, North Dakota where he and 
his wife and oldest daughter, a school teacher, 
filed on three homesteads. The boys worked the 











land while their parents bullt a log home. It was 
a very hard year with no ready cash but the first 
crop was good and from then on they were 
prosperous. 

Isaac Johnson had six children: Orrin, 
George, Charlie, Emily, Hattle, and Nettie. 
Orrin took his own farm ‘and in 1888 married a 
neighbor girl, Amelia Ostenburg. ‘They moved to 
Inkster, North Dakota. They had 10 children. 
Lelah and her twin sister Lilah were born in 
Inkster on February 1897, 

In 1899 her parents Orrin and Amelia Johnson 
moved to Bow Bells, North Dakota where they 
had opened a store. it was spring and a measle 
epidemic was at its worst. The doctor thought it 
was scarlet fever and by the time Mr. Johnson 
found another doctor from a neighboring town all 
the children were ill. They buried three of their 
little girls in one week. Lelah’s twin sister Lilah 
two years, Bessie six years and Ina seven years. 
Mrs. Ouelette was only two but can still 
remember the doctor coming and saving the life 
of her brother Ray when he was nearly gone. The 
‘measles also claimed the life of a young neighbor 
girl who had been helping Mrs. Johnson. Lelah's 
parents later aquired a good farm, but Orrin 
gambled by buying wheat options (shares) on 
‘the stock market and lost much money. 

In the fall of 1906 Orrin and Amelia Johnson, 
with their family of six: Homer, Fred, Roy, Ad- 
die, Lelah and Eva, left Bow Bells, N.D., and 
came to Alberta. In the first year they built a 
hotel at Hardisty. It was a very bad winter and a 
heater had to be kept going all night to dry the 
plaster. The hotel was finished In 1907 and they 
held an “Opening Dance” complete with li 
quor license. It was -30 degrees farenhelt people 
came from 30 miles away by open sleigh. Lelah 
was eight or nine years old and remembers that 
she was allowed to stay up to watch the dancing. 
Her father was an expert violinist and he and 
friends played till daylight. 

In 1918 Johnsons sold the hotel and moved to 
Wetaskiwin where they opened a store on the 
east side of main street. Here the children 
attended school. Lelah had been in the second 
reader in N.D. but had to begin again in the first 
reader. In 1914 Johnsons moved to Edson, Alber- 
ta to open another grocery store. Lelah attended 
Alberta Business College in Edmonton and 
returned to keep books for her father. The Grand 
‘Trunk Railway went through town and Mrs. 
Johnson had a good business. Settlers from 
Grande Prairie, 160 miles off, came for their 
yearly supplies. They travelled together with one 
covered sleigh carrying a stove and one team 
consisting of a horse and a cow so they were 
supplied with milk. Grande Prairie settlers 
raised big wheat crops in those days but there 
was no railroad and water was at 1400 feet with 
no available well drilling machinery. When the 
Grand Trunk Railway left town Mr. Johnson 
closed his business. The family moved onto 
their homestead at Roseavar while Orrin and son 
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Fred went seeking a new home in the Hay Lakes 
area. In 1914 the Johnson Bros. bought a 
homestead there. 

In 1918 a year after Lelah’s marriage to Pete 
Ouelette, he joined the Canadian Army. In 1919 
he returned from England and resumed far- 
ming. After this the Johnson family moved again 
to their farm on the S 18-41-3-W5 in the Medicine 
Valley. They aquired a large farm and also 
raised sheep on section seven. They also owned 
NE 12-41-4.W4, 

Im 1926 Lelah and Pete decided to come to the 
‘Medicine Valley. Lelah and their two baby girls, 
Marjorie, two years, and Florence, an infant, 
came by train from Leduc. Pete followed by 
wagon with thelr houshold effects, taking three 
weeks. They settled in the Scroggy place W 12-41- 
4-W5 near the Medicine River a short distance 
from the Johnson Bros. Here they raised their 
family of six children: Marjorie, Florence, 
Lawrence, Chester, Donald and Eileen. They 
attended the Medicine Valley School. In 1933 
their house burned to the ground, luckily it was 
not winter. They all escaped but only managed to 
save the table, the cream separator, which Pete 
tore from the floor and the telephone, which they 
yanked off the wall. Also saved from burning 
was a little blue trunk which contained their 
family documents. All summer they lived in a 
crowded bunkhouse but by fall of the same year 
they had built a new two storey frame house. The 
house had not been finished yet but was cosy and 
large enough for a big jolly family. 

Pete was a good violin player having taught 
himself to play as a 13 year old boy. His first 
violin was a Premium which his sister acquired 
through selling garden seeds. He remembers 
that he broke a lot of strings learning but by 15 
‘years of age he could play quite well. All Pete's 
life he has been a popular musician at house par- 
ties and country dances. Mrs. Ouelette crocheted 
beautiful lace gifts for her family and friends. In 
1942 and 1943 Pete and Lelah moved to a farm 
just a mile north of their home. SE 14-41-4-W5 
(The Jones Place). Eileen, Chester and Donald 
finished thelr schooling at the Gimlet School. 

In 1963 and 1964 they built a lovely new 
modern home. Five years later they sold thei 
land to the Hutterite Brethern of the Leedale 
Colony and moved their house to Rocky Moun 
tain House where they now reside. In October of 
19TT the children and the community gathered at 
the Gimlet Community Center to honor Pete and 
Lelah on their 59th Wedding Anniversary. There 
followed a real old wedding dance with local 
musicians and Pete playing his old time fiddle 
tunes. 

Lelah’s father, Orrin Johnson passed away 
in 1934 and his mother 10 years later in 1944. 
Homer and Roy Johnson sold thelr farm retiring 
in B.C, Fred Johnson remained in the Eckville 
area. He passed away quite suddenly in 1972. 
Roy died in 1977. Homer still lives at Burnaby, 
B.C, near his sister, Mrs, Eva Jewell. Addie 














(Mrs. Burr) passed away in the 1970's and was 
buried at the Gilby Cemetery. In 1972 Pete and 
Lelah lost their second son, Chester, quite 
suddenly when he passed away at home at the 
‘age of 43 years. He left many friends. 

Of their remaining five children, Marjorie 
lives in B.C. She trained as a hair dresser. 
Florence married Rex Payne from Lethbridge. 
‘They live in Calgary and have one son Peter 13 
years of age. Lawrence married Annette Laurie 
‘of Menaig. ‘They live at High River where 
Lawrence is employed at a gas plant. They 
have five sons. Eileen married Harry Skorelko of 
Leedale. They live in Calgary and have three 
daughters. Donald is at home with his parents. 

Pete and Lelah are in quite good health and 
make welcome their many friends who drop in to 
visit. 

‘There are at this time six grandsons and three 
granddaughters, also they are the proud great- 
great-grandparents of four children. 








PIMM, THEODORE AND HATTIE 

‘Ted and Hattie Pimm moved to the Gimlet 
district to a C.P.R, quarter (S.E. 19-41-45) in 
the summer of 193: 

‘To make an extra dollar, Ted cut tamarack 
posts and firewood,. He delivered the wood to 
Rimbey for $2.50 a cord, all ricked up. He also put 
his mules to work and did custom breaking for 
three years. His lead mule kept him on his toes 
as he would haul off and kick the driver if he 
wasn't the first one unhltched. Hattie used to ride 
one of the mules to the neighbors for eggs and on 
several occasions the old mule would put his 
head down and off over the front would go Hattie 
and the eggs and then the mule would trot off 
home, leaving Hattie to walk. 

In the spring of 1927, Ted and some other men 
helped Mr. Wilise move the Daniel Lalone house 
from S.W. 25-414.w5 to northwest of Leedale. 
‘The house had been built on a small Knoll sur- 
rounded by muskeg. It was large for those days, 
being 24” x 36, of lath and plaster construction so 
it was decided to cut it In half using a cross cut 
saw. Then elght head of mules and eight head of 
horses were used to skid the house the 12 miles or 
more. It was a slow process as they had to cut a 
trail as they went along. 

‘Ted also purchased the N.W. 17-41-4w5 
originally homesteaded by Buchanan. He broke 
20 acres of land here for a total cash cost of 10¢, 
He used a five horse team on a 16” breaking plow 
and it cost him 10¢ for a can of grease to keep the 
trucks from squeaking 

‘Ted recalled the big fire of 1931, which burned 
south and west of them. It had been an open 
winter with hardly any snow. That particular 
Gay Ted had hauled a load of wheat to Rimbey 
and there was a terrific high wind. Joe Brown, 
an uncle of Stanley Brown was cutting wood In 
the bush and got caught in the line of fire. His 
wagon was burned up and his horses were singed 
but the fire burned around him and went on. 











‘Ted and Hattie sold their land to Cliff 
Staudinger and moved to Rimbey in the spring of 
1973, Their family of three daughters live in 
Rimbey, Blackfalds and Calgary, and their son 
Art lives in Swan Hills. 

‘Ted is an avid golfer and curler according to 
the season and spends a lot of time visiting old 
friends at the local auction mart, Hattle still has 
a steady hand for the fancy work that she enjoys 
doing. So they are thoroughly enjoying their 
retirement from the farm but they harbour 
many fond memories of the Gimlet area and 
their life there. 


STAUDINGER, HELGE AND MARJORIE — by 
Marjorie Staudinger 
-W. 19-41-45 
Tt was a balmy day in May, 1962, when T 
picked up the mail at the end of the driveway and 
took it along to the old homestead for Helge to 
read while he ate the dinner I had packed. He 
always read the classified ads first. “I wonder 
what kind of land this would be’ he queried, 
showing me an ad for three quarters of land 
north of Leslieville. Examining the ad I con- 
duced, “It’s pasture we need. It would surely 
grow grass, if nothing else.” Little did we dream 
that acquiring this land would produce much 
more than grass in the following years! It in- 
troduced us to a whole new community. . . and 
we'd never even heard of Gimlet before... a 
scarce 40 miles away. We gained a host of new 
friends. Neighbors made us feel at home and 
helped us in so many ways when we were con- 
stantly finding ourselves in need of something we 
either couldn’t or didn’t bring with us. They gave 
us permission to use the phone or pick up milk 
even if they were out. 
It was in May, 1969 when fire swept through, 
It started somewhere southwest of us. We were 
not here that Tuesday morning when a hot dry 
wind picked up the smouldering embers of an old 
brush fire, raced across Stanley Brown's and 
into Clifford's “Walimaki Quarter.” Ted Pimm 
phoned us at Marianne to tell us that the fire was 
moving fast and our tractors were in danger. No 
one present had operated diesel motors and they 
couldn’t get them started. Not being familiar 
with forest fires, we wondered how a fire could 
burn on freshly cleared land but we believed his 
report and came as fast as we could, If it hadn't 
been for Dave Lowe coming along much before 
we got here, our tractors would have burned. He 
moved them to safety in the nick of time. Then 
came the long, grueling afternoon as a number of 
men fought the fire along the road that runs kit- 
tycorner through Clif’s, If it couldn’t be stopped 
there, there was no telling how far west it could 
go. It did jump the road into our southwest 
quarter, crossing only the corner, and within a 
few hours had burned itself out nearly 20 miles to 
the northwest. We were lucky to have neighbors 
who literally knocked themselves out in a situa: 





























































‘The Staudingers: Beth, George and Rachel; Louse; Karin, Dick 
and Rive; Russ; Cliff, Helge with Stewart; Marjorie. 





tion where we'd have been quite helpless to even 
know what to do. 

‘The land was virtually wild when we got it. 
Only a small piece had once been cleared or had 
gone back to trees. Fire had gone through a cou- 
ple of times before but that was also treed over 
again. For the first years it was a new and ex. 
citing place to roam, throughout the wooded hills 
and dales, and to pienic with family and friends 
from far and near. 

‘Then came the blueberry years. Hattle Pimm. 
had told us that If we got more rain the 
blueberries would literally cover the ground. It 
was hard to believe in the first years when it was 
quite dry but when the wet years came we knew 
what she meant. For several years this trend 
continued. I asked everyone I could to come and 
pick and we had hordes of friends crawling all 
over the place and I picked all I could myself. We 
still left millions of them for the birds . . . or 
whatever. 

Progress must take its toll and as Helge 
cleared a little more land each year, the 
blueberry patches became fields and pasture. 
‘Then came years of less rainfall again and last: 


ly, more caitle to trample what was left . . . so 
now. . . even we must find blueberries further 
afield, 


We had no thoughts of living here when we 
bought the land but it wasn’t long after that we 
walked from the road into the trees where our 
house now stands. It was so lovely and especially 
the birch were beautiful. As I stood transfixed, 
Helge asked, “are you thinking the same thing 
that Tam?” and I answered, “That this would be 
a beautiful place to bulld a home” First we built 
the little cottage which was much more comfy 
than the granary Helge had batched in for 
several summers, whenever he came out here to 
work. I didn’t have much time to spend here but 
enjoyed a few days off and on. It was the summer 
of 1969 when we started building our house and 
we moved into it in January, 1970, 

We turned the home place at Marianne over 
to three unmarried sons. That first summer their 








youngest sister kept house for them but after her 
marriage in November, they were on their own, 
Mom and Dad had “flown the coop." Richard 
has since married. Russell and Harvey still 
bach. 

In 1967 Cliff bought the N.W. 18-41-4-5 from Ike 
and Don Wallmaki. In 1973 he bought ‘Ted 
Pimm’s place, the S.E. of 19 and N.W. of 17. At 
the time, he’ was working in Calgary with 
Melchin. Now, dividing his time between this and 
his brother’s at Marianne, he farms his land, 

As I write, it’s just eight years since we came 
here to live and it seems our sojourn at Gimlet is 
almost over. Our youngest son George and his 
wife Beth with their two little girls, Rebecca and 
Rachel arrived in March 1977 and whenever we 
can sufficiently ready a new home on the old 
homestead west of Sylvan Lake, they will take 
over the farming here. Our ties with Gimlet will 
remain fast and we are happy that some of the 
family will continue to live and farm in the dis- 
trict. 





TRENHOLM, NATHANIEL AND MATHILDA 
— by Hilda Trenholm 

Nathaniel is of English and Scottish descent. 
His father and mother first came to Prince 
Edward Island, lived there for a number of years 
and then moved to Watertown, South Dakota, 

Nate, as his friends alway called him and his 
twin sister Mabel were born there. When the 
twins were ready to start school a married 
brother was moving to Canada, and since their 
mother had recently died, the family moved with 
him, 

With several wagons jolned in a wagon train, 
they left South Dakota late in 1907 and arrived in 
Carstairs in 1908. The twins started school there, 
Later Nate went to live with his sister Mae and 
husband. They lived on a homestead at Sun- 
nyslope. He went to school at Burnside School. 

During the First World War Mae and her hus. 
band moved to Victoria where there was work in 
the ship yards building the ships used in the war. 
Nate, too, worked in the ship yards until after the 
war. The family then moved to Omak, 
Washington where he worked making boxes for 
packing fruit during the day and cleaned the 
fumes in the orchard at night. He decided to 
return to Sunnyslope and landed in Didsbury 
which was as far as he could go by train. The 
hotel was full and he was not allowed to sit in the 
lobby all night so he decided to walk. Since the 
‘walk was 20 miles he thought he’d spend the time 
learning to smoke. He bought himself a pipe and 
some tobacco and set out. A few miles out he 
became so ill it was difficult for him to continue 
the journey. This cured him of smoking for the 
rest of his life. 

When he arrived he found his brother and 
family about to move to Sprucefield in Northern 
Alberta as homesteads were available and his 
sons were old enough to have a homestead. Nate 














joined them taking out a homestead and they all. 
worked together. 

Twas born ‘and raised in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan. When Nate was on a visit to see a 
friend in Saskatchewan, we met and in 1926 were 
married, We were married in Warspite and had 
our wedding dance in Sprucefield. 

We lived on a rented farm until the birth of 
our first daughter Eva, when we bought a 
quarter of land near Edmonton. It was fairly ex- 
pensive land for that time and what with sawlies 
25 cent per bushel grain and being hailed out it 
was difficult to meet the payments and we were 
forced to sell it again. We then moved to Man 
nyberries. There was a policy by which we could 
rent government land for three cents per acre 
‘The country was so dry the grain would only 
grow four to six inches fall. After a terrible dust 
storm and the wind blowing rolls of tumble weed 
all over it there was nothing left for winter feed. 
Russian thistle was cut for feed and our belts 
were pulled in to the last notch. The following 
year we followed the harvest working our way 
north, I had to have an operation and Eva was 
hospitalized with whooping cough. By the time 
our doctor and hospital bills were paid our 
summer wages were nearly gone. We got a job 
operating a dray line in Northern Alberta but the 
town was so small there wasn’t enough business 
to make a living. After the birth of our second 
daughter Lillian, we returned to Sunnyslope 
Shortly after we arrived Nate became ill and he 
to had to have his appendix removed. Again 
there were the doctor bills and hospital bills. 
‘Through the years all of our children as well as 
ourselves had our appendix removed. 

In the meantime we found a place to live on a 
farm with a widow and her two sons. We could 
help on the farm and keep our cattle there. I 
milked four cows and fed out a few yearlings. 
When Nate was well enough he took a team and a 
sleigh and went to a lake 350 miles to the north, 
ought a sleigh box full of fish and sold them ali 
the way home. This took until spring. We pooled 
the money we had made and found we had 
enough to make a payment of a farm. 

In 1936 Nate went to a real estate agent and 
found a quarter at Leedale. This was the N.W. 26- 
41-4-W.5, The agent said this quarter had a good 
house and a nice barn, 50 acres broken and the 
rest in light brush. We had to take his word for 
this, and hope that he was an honest man 
because we didn’t have extra money to see it. 

We packed all our possessions in a covered 
‘wagon, tied the bull to the wagon and driving the 
cattle, we started out. When we were in the Wim- 
borne area a terrible storm came up and our cat- 
tle became difficult to manage so we asked a 
farmer by the name of Taylor if we could put our 
cattle in a pen, They not only took in our cattle 
but us too and we stayed in thelr house for three 
days. They knew nothing about us and still were 
willing to take us in and wouldn't take any pay- 
ment for their kindness. 

















Our two girls didn’t seem to mind the trip and 
took the whole thing in their stride, running 
behind, riding on the wagon or riding on the 
tamest of the cows. There was also an element of 
excitement as Nate loved bull fights and 
everytime a farmers bull would break through 
the fence ours would be turned loose and they 
were allowed to fight until he could break them 
up and tle ours up so we could be on our ws 

When we arrived at the farm we found there 
was no access road and the only way to get to It 
was through Mr. Nugent's pasture. There was 
less than 30 acres broken, the house was built out 
of four by six laid one on top of the other and the 
walls and roof were covered with tar paper held 
in place with slabs. The only dry place when it 
rained was under the kitchen table because there 
was an oilcloth on the table. The walls would 
shift every so often and I would pound them back 
in place with an axe. The good barn was a straw 
shed, the well was dry and the only good thing 
was a river running through the farm where we 
got water for washing and the cattle. We hauled 
Our house water from Sherman’s. Eva had to go 
through two gates and Nugent's pasture to get to 
Gimlet School which was three and one half 
miles away. Nate built little ladders at the gates 
so she could climb on her old horse. We were only 
there three days when the river flooded its banks 
and we saw a nice horse floating down the river 
with a saddle on his back. We never heard 
anything of the rider. What a sick feeling Thad 
knowing the children had a choice of two gates 
and a pasture with a bull in or fording this river 
to get to school. 

You can well imagine our bitter disappoint: 



















































































‘A comer of the “good” house on the farm we bought, sight 
unseen. The Trenholm family in the middle ‘of the picture, 
“Taken in 1937 














ment but there was nothing we could do but 
make the best of it as we had very little money 
and had to live through the winter until we could 
sell cream. 

We were in need of seed in the spring but 
couldn’t afford it. Mr. Tarrbain, who owned the 
Leedale store told us that Claude Challand had 
seed so Nate went to him, explaining his finan. 
cial situation and Claude gave him the seed 
without even asking him when he could pay for 
it, Neighbors like this are never forgotten. Other 
neighbors we had on this farm were; Nugents, 
Belts, Wiltses, Shermans and Thysons. They too 
tried ‘to help smooth our way. 

Our first Teal meeting with the people. of 
Gimlet was at a good old fashioned pienic. You 
now the kind, lots of home cooking, home made 
ice cream and prizes for all the children whether 
they won or not. 

Our eldest son Glen was born on this farm. 

In 1939 we bought the N.W. 27-41-4.W.5 from 
the Canadian Pacific Railway. Jim Baird had 
lived on it before. It was closer to school, a good 
road went by the farm, the well was very good 
and the house was quite good for those years. We 
were really pleased with this farm. Nate worked 
in the sawmills every winter and I stayed on the 
farm taking care of the animals and the children. 

During these lonely winters we loved to read 
but there was a real scarcity of books. I heard 
that cancelled books could be obtained from the 
Edmonton public library for a small sum of 
money so I sent for some. For two dollars I 
received a large box so I ordered more and 
loaned them out to others who, like myself, didn’t 
have too much entertainment. I joined the 
Women’s Institute and got books for them which 
were kept in Leedale at Edna Varty's to be 
loaned out. Later they were kept by Mrs. B. 
Robinson in the post office. I also served on the 
Gimlet school board, also a member of the 
Gimlet sewing circle ‘and was president of the 
Leedale Catholic Ladies club at the time the 
church was built in Leedale. This was ac- 
complished by the labours of many hard 
workers. 

What with Nate working in the mills and me 
on the farm we were able to buy another quarter 
of land west of the Gimlet school. We purchased 
it from the “Sunset Home” at Bawif. It had 
belonged to Charlie Augustine who died in this 
home. Ted Pimm moved on the farm further 
west and each person along the fence line gave 
one rod from each side so a road could be made 
so their children could go to the Gimlet School. 
This was not a road allowance so the road was 
built by the men themselves. 

We later sold this quarter to Bud Casey and 
bought the N.E. 27-41-4-W.5 which was directly 
east of our home quarter and owned by Mrs 
Lindsay, the postmistress in Leedale. This 
quarter had the river running through it also so I 
kept quite a few geese. Occasionally an over anx- 
ious hunter had goose for dinner. 
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Nate loved to trade horses and bought wild 
ones from the Indians at Nordegg for trading 
horses, When I think of some of the horses we've 
had I wonder who got the worst deal, he or his 
victim. At least he always kept a good team 
which were trained for skid horses and worked 
with him in the mill. 

‘During the summer he drove to Rimbey with 
the team to sell the pigs. He would come home 
fairly late, singing to pass the time and the 
children would wait for the sound of his voice to 
Tun out to meet him. He also had a weakness for 
the lonely of the world and often when he came 
home from the mill he would bring some lonely 
bachelor who had no where to go and he would 
stay with us until he found some summer work. 

‘Our youngest son Allen was born in 1946 and 
‘went to Gimlet School as did all the children, He 
took his high school at David Thompson School, 

A calamity befell our family when Nat lost his, 
eye in a ploughing accident and again our 
neighbors came in to lend a helping hand and to 
check on the family while I stayed In Edmonton 
with him. 

We later sold the farm and moved to Vernon, 
British Columbia. We later took the farm back 
but I stayed in B.C. as Glen was in High School 
and would have had to board away from home, T 
returned to the farm after he graduated and we 
stayed there until Nate had a hunting accident 
which resulted in the loss of part of his foot. We 
then sold the farm and bought a house in Rimbey 
where we still live. Many of our old neighbors are 
also retired in Rimbey so we see many familiar 
faces. 

Our four children are married. Eva and her 
husband, Gus Makofka have two children and 
live at Bluffton; Lillian and her husband, Gus 
LeDue have five children and live at Aldersyde; 
Glen and his wife, Lois, have two children and 
live in Edmonton; ‘and Allen and his wife, Terry, 
have two children and live in Italy. 


WARNEKE, JOHN AND ESTHER — written by 
Esther Warneke 

John and I (nee Esther Sundby) were 
married at Athabaska on July 13, 1941. We have 
two children, a son, Lorne, born at Athabaska on 
November 16, 1942, and a daughter, Diane, born 
at Eckville, February 27, 1948. 

John was with the R.C.C.S., Canadian Army, 
World War II, serving for five and one half years, 
‘Three and one half of those years were spent 
overseas. During that time we lived at various 
places — Brandon and Winnipeg, Manitoba, and 
Kingston, Ontario. During John’s absence, Lorne 
and I lived at Medicine Hat, Alta, When John 
returned from overseas, after the war was over, 
We moved to Calgary. It was while there we 
decided to go farming. After looking at various 
places, we chose to live at Leedale, acquiring the 
quarter known as the old Bradshaw place. It was 
situated one half mile east and two miles south of 
the Hamlet of Leedale. It was at the crossroads, 











corner was soon called “Johnnie's 
, for three Johnnies lived across from 
one another, all veterans of the war. 

We arrived there from Calgary in April of 
1947, in time for the spring thaw. We soon dis- 
covered what the roads were like. Having only a 
car, — for we hadn’t yet bought any farm 
machinery or horses, — we couldn't drive out 
again for at least two weeks. All four roads were 
impassable. John had to hike to the Leedale 
store, with pack on his back, to get groceries 
several times. 

‘There was an old creamery situated on John 
Playfair’s, across the road from us. John bought 
it, and from the salvages, we built several 
gtanaries and a pump house. We still have the 
pump house, which we moved to our present 
home site, in the Eckville area near Condor. 

One of the worse blizzards that I can recall, 
occurred the night before our daughter was born. 
It left all the roads blocked from fence post to 
fence post. With the aid of Doc. Coppock, good 
neighbors, our horses, jeep, tractors and trucks, 
and an ali day session, we arrived in Eckville 
that evening. Everything turned out fine despite 
the experiences. 

The curling rink at Leedale was built by the 
community effort. We are proud that John 
assisted in that. We enjoyed many years of curl- 
ing there. 











House built by Me. Bradshaw in the carly 1900's on the John 
‘Warne pace at Gimiet, 


We lived in the old house that was on the 
farm, supposedly to have been built around 1905, 
until 1959. Then we built our new home. We also 
ought two more quarters of land, one previously 
owned by Ted Evernden, and the other by 
Wilbert Burgoyne. 

Lorne and Diane started their school years at 
Gimlet, attending there until the schools were 
consolidated in 1956. They were then bused to 
Eckville, where they graduated. Lorne went on 
to the University of Edmonton receiving his 
M.D, degree, and F.R.C.P. degree. He now has 
his practice in Edmonton. Diane has been doing 
accounting and secretarial work in Edmonton, 
and at the time of writing is attending Grant 
MacEwan College to become a social worker. 

In 1970, our neighbors sold their farms to the 
Hutterites. The following year, after a tough 














decision, we finally did the same. We greatly en- 
joyed our years at Leedale. 


WILTSE, C. LYNN AND HOOPFER FAMILIES 

In the year 1906, C. Lynn Wiltse after several 
weeks travel, due to the large influx of im 
migrants into Alberta, arrived by immigrant car 
at Stettler, from DesMolnes, Iowa. From there 
he went southeast of Gadsby where he located a 
homestead, later known as the Hill Top, the 
buildings were located on a knoll. 

Lynn was followed by his father and mother, 
Charles L. and Anna Wiltse and several other 
members of the Wiltse family. In 1906 Charles L. 
Wiltse located a homestead one mile south of the 
Hill Top. He then moved to Stettler where he was 
in the cattle business for several years before 
returning to the U.S.A. 


‘The Charles L. Wise Family, taken in 1906 or 1907, Back: 
Mina, Dell, Lorcita, Let, Lynn, and Lena Bel, From: Gamer, 
Mrs: Anna Wilse, Me. Charles Wilse, Donna, Fred, and Hartson. 


Harrison Wiltse located a homestead in the 
same area. He married Mabel Bobidoux at 
Halkirk, where he ran a butcher shop. He was 
also in’ the cattle business at Halkirk and 
Lethbridge. 

In 1908 Lynn Wiltse and Daisy Hoopfer, a 
daughter of another pioneer family, Albert'L. 
and Alice J. Hoopfer, were married. 

In 1910 Lynn Wiltse and his brother, Fred, 
Wiltse moved east to the new town of Consort. 
Here they engaged in the freight business, and 
also built and operated a large livery stable and 
Studebaker buggy and wagon agency. ‘Their 
freight wagons moved two lumber yards from 
Castor to Consort along with many other supplies 
for the new town. They also drove many new 
settlers out in their buggies to locate homesteads 
in the Consort and Monitor area. 

With the advent of the automobile Lynn and 
Fred sold their livery business and put teams to 
work building the new railroad into the area 
Later Fred Wiltse who had married Daisy Wat- 
son acquired the Ford car agency, also a mer. 


| 











Livery stable of Fred and Lynn Wile, taken in 1911, 


cantile store in Consort, which are still operated 
by his sons’, Harold and Arthur Wiltse. 

Lynn Wiltse took up a purchase homestead in 
the Monitor area which he farmed before selling 
and moving back to the Gadsby area in 1917. 
During the time he farmed in the Gadsby area he 
served on the school board, also as a deputy 
sheriff, 

In i921 Lynn Wiltse moved to the Leedale 
area, west of Lacombe, with six children, Edwin, 
Charles, Lyle, Marion, Evelyn and Clare 
Another son, Harrison (Hal), remained in the 
Gadsby area with his uncle, Harrison, Hal Wiltse 
taught at the Big Knife School in school years 
1040-41 and 41-42. The Lynn Wiltse family moved 
to a farm known as the Balance place, where 
they lived in the original log homestead house 
until 1924, At that time Lynn moved a two story 
frame house that had been bullt by Garner 
Wiltse on a half section west of the home site. 
This house was moved with horses and wagons. 
Another son, Fred, was born that year. 





The Wilse homestead house on Ivan Houston’s west quarter 
jolning his home pce. Left, Daisy Wise, Alice Hoopfer, Charles 
‘Wise and on hore, Jack Currie and Clare Wile, 











in the Gadsby area, moved to the Leedale area 
with his wife Elsie Lesinger Wiltse. They moved 
onto the west half of the Balance place where 
‘they farmed until the following year, at that time 
they traded farms with Jack Anker for a place 
north west of Leedale. He farmed this place until 
1925 when he passed away, leaving his wife and 
five children, Ruth, Marie, Helen, Loretta and 
Pearl 

Jack Anker bought the place north west of 
Leedale in 1921. He had moved west from 
‘Monitor where he had homesteaded. He also 
drove livery teams for Lynn Wiltse when the 
town of Consort was being built 

Also in 1921 Jim Anderson moved to the 
Leedale area from the Monitor area where he 
had homesteaded. He bought a place in the sec- 
tion east of the Balance place. Jim brought with 
him his wife Mina and three of his four children, 
Florence, Lela and Helen, A fourth daughter, 
Gail, remained at Consort where she married 
Art Redel. Lela Anderson taught at the Gimlet 
School in 1922 and 23 school year. 

During the time Lynn Wiltse farmed the 
Balance land he hired an Indian tribe to clear 
land for him. They moved the whole tribe with 
their teepee’s and horses onto the place and the 
‘squaw’ and children slashed and piled the brush 
while the bucks sat in the shade and watched, 
There were many acres cleared in this way in 
those days. Many of these Indians could speak no 
English. If they happened to come by at meal 
time they would come in unannounced, sit down 
at the table and wait until food was set before 
them, most of them used their fingers for eating, 
they would then leave with no more than a grunt, 
In the fall of the year they received a large steer 
as part of their pay. ‘They took the steer down to 
the river bank where a large band of neighboring 
Indians had gathered. They then stoned the steer 
to death and cooked it. They feasted all night un- 
til all the meat was gone. 

In 1926 Lynn Wiltse moved his family to the 
Garner Wiltse farm northwest of Leedale. In the 
fall of 1926 Lynn Wiltse, Charles Wiltse, Ted 
Pimm, Dewey Simmons and Tom Simmons went 
hunting west of Leedale and returned with four 
moose. They were brought in whole with the hide 
on and in the cold weather were frozen solid, 
Lynn moved his moose into the house beside the 
air tight heater where it lay for several days, be- 
ing turned occasionally, before it thawed’ out 
enough to skin and cut up. 

In the spring of 1927 Lynn Wiltse moved a 
house, 24 x 36 and one and one half stories, from 
six miles southwest of his place. The house was 
first sawed in two by Charles Wiltse and Grover 
Simpkins, and then loaded on a front bob sled 
and timber, one half at a time. A right of way 
was slashed across country, and the snow had to 
be tramped by the men across a swamp so It 
would freeze enough to carry the horses and 
house. ‘There were 12 head of horses and four 
head of mules used to pull the house. Those help- 











ing on the moving besides Lynn Wiltse, were 
Edwin Wiltse, Ted Pimm, Dewey Simmons, 
Charles Wiltse and Grover Simpkins. That 
spring a basement was dug and a foundation 
poured, with gravel dug from the bottom of the 
Medicine River, by horses and slip. The house 
was moved onto the new foundation that 
summer. One of the features of the new house 
was running water. The house was so positioned 
with the well below one corner of the kitchen, in a 
little ante room, that all you had to do was fill the 
tea kettle from a pitcher pump and run set it on 
the kitchen stove. No more running outside in 60 
below weather to thaw the pump to get a drink 
Lynn also started construction on a large log 
barn at this time. While in the Leedale area Lynn 
Wiltse served on the school board as well as 
serving on the Municipal Council as a coun- 
cilman, 

In 1928 Lynn Wiltse traded for a farm in 

Oregon, U.S.A. with a Mr. Polynik, and moved to 
it in the fail, thus ending 22 years of pioneering in 
Alberta. 
Ibert L. and Alice J. Hoopfer and children, 
William, Daisy, Marion and Dewey, moved to 
the Gadsby area from Bismark, North Dakota in 
1906. Albert and William (Bill) Hoopfer took up 
adjoining homesteads in the area southeast of 
Gadsby. 











‘The Hoopfer Family, taken in 1906 or 1907. Back:_ Marion, 
Daisy, Bil and Dewey. Front; Mr. and. Mrs. Albert Hoopfer 


In 1911 William Hoopfer took up a purchase 
homestead south of Monitor. In 1921 Bill married 
Florence Leister. He farmed in the Monitor dis- 
trict until 1937 when he moved his wife and three 
children, Jean, Doreen and Hallie to a farm he 
purchased west of Red Deer. 

‘Marion Hoopfer married Ross Currie in 1917. 
‘They farmed in the Gadsby area until 1921 when 
they moved to a farm at Monitor, In 1936 the 
Currie's moved to a farm at Red Deer. They had 

















seven children, Jack, Bob, Alice, Ross, Lorne, 
Glenn and Francis. 

‘Dewey Hoopfer took over William and Albert 
Hoopfer's homesteads at Gadsby. In 1921 Dewey 
Hoopfer married Jessie Ellis. In 1925 and 1926 
Dewey farmed in the Leedale area with his 
father, Albert Hoopfer. He then went back to the 
Gadsby farm. Dewey and Jessie Hoopfer had six 
children, William, Laurie, Alice, Verna, Jim and 
Dan, 

Tn 1921 Albert and Alice Hoopfer moved to a 
farm three miles south east of Leedale where 
they farmed until 1930, when they moved back to 
Gadsby. 





WITHERS, HARRY AND JENNY — written by 
Laura Withers Chappell 

My father, Harry Withers came to Alberta 
trom Nova Scotia in 1906 with his parents, two 
brothers, William and Charlie, and two sisters, 
Nellie (Hueppelsheuser) and Nora (Lange) 

My grandfather Ephraim Withers 
homesteaded the SW 2-41-4-W5, This was also the 
first Medicine Valley Post Office and my father 
hauled the mail from Lacombe twice a week. 

‘My uncle William homesteaded the SE 2 and 
Uncle Charlie the NE 4-41-4-W5. 

My father Harry homesteaded the SE 941-4 
W5. This land now belongs to Charlie Dyrland, 
Harriet Stears and Mark Smale. 

‘My mother came to Wittenberg (Leedale) 
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs, Henry Jacobs 
from Hamilton, Ontario. She had one brother 
Gordon and a sister Myrtle. They bought the 
Leedale Store and post office. A few years later 
they sold out and moved to Gilby, where they 
bought the store and post office. 

‘My parents Harry and Jenny (Jacobs) 
Withers were married in 1917. They raised four 
children; Laura Alice (Chappell) of Eckville, 
Myrtle Glenville (Sweet) of Acme, Lorne Clif- 
ford of North Surrey, B.C, and Elva Jean of 
Didsbury, Alberta. 








“Top: Charlie Withers, Nelic Withers (Heuppelbauser), Oxo 
Heeppeauser, Harty Withers, Nore Withers (Lange) Bottom: 
Mrs, E-T. Withers (mothe), Me. E.T. Withers (father) Bily and 
ath Lange (vee ones) 





Hespero, Condor, Shady Lane 


ALBERTA — by Louis DeMuelenacre, Condor, 
Alberta. 

Ive travelled all over the country 

‘And scarcely owned more than my coat. 
For years I've worked in the timber 
But still I was always broke. 
Proceeding that hundreds grow poor 
Imade up my mind to try farming, 

The only proceeds that are sure. 

So packing my trinkets together, 

It gave me quite a thrill. 

I boarded a train for Alberta 

For a town that’s called Eckville, 
Arriving flat broke in midwinter 

‘The ground was all covered with snow, 
And if I'm not badly mistaken, it 

‘Must have been forty below. 

As T looked on my prospects so gleaming 
‘The teats trickled down o'er my face; 
‘And I felt that all of my travels 

Had brought me to the jumping off place. 
Thought a quarter section of prairie 
‘And I'settled down to hard toll 

For years I worked and I labored 

With the rocks and the tough prairie soil. 
And I tried to get out of the country 
But poverty forced me to stay, 

Until T became an old settler 

‘Then nothing could drive me away. 

And since I am used to the climate 

AAlso those cold winds that blow 

To find a place more happy 

I don’t know where I would go. 

And if you should long for excitement 
‘The wild world to explore 

You can get a free passage to Europe 
‘That's where the great cannons do roar 
We have the Jap and the Dago 

Also the Russian Bear 

And If you don't like their company 

You can go see old Nasser. 


ALBERTA’S LAND 

I remember when they broke these 
acres broad and bare 

Seagulls soaring behind the plough 
in the air 


‘The day they sowed the sky was 
sunny and bright 

‘The first green blades turned 
toward the light 

Tremember the many stooks upon 
Alberta's history 

When the threshers came to thresh 
the ripened grain 

Farmers returned to the fields 
fall work complete 

Alberta is the land of forests 
minerals and wheat 

I remember pioneers, built roads, 

bridges, airports and factories 

Pioneers made Alberta what 

it is today 

‘Through change and adversity shaped 
its’ destiny 

Alberta’s gift is in the land 
Sunned and watered by an unseen Hand. 
Written by R. A. Jennings in 1955 


ANDERSON, ANTON OSCAR, 

‘Anton Anderson was born at Woodville, 
Wisconsin, U.S.A. on November 6, 1885. He came 
to Canada with his parents, one brother and 
three sisters, in the spring of 1910, and settled on 
a farm in the Millet district. He married the 
former Ethel Blize in 1925. 

Ethel Blize was born at Dixie, Washington, 
U.S.A. on December 27, 1902, and came to 
Canada in July, 1906 with her parents and 
Younger brother also settling in the Millet dis 

let, 

After thelr marriage they farmed the Ander. 
son home place following the retirement of his 
parents. During the following years, five 
children were born to them, 

In 1946, they purchased the Reino Sippila 
farm, NE 14-38-4-W5, three miles south of 
Hespero, and moved there in April of that year. 
In 1953 they purchased the adjacent SE 14-384 
W5 from Pat Hoven. 

Anton was a friendly, kindly man and was a 
friend to all his neighbors. He loved the outdoors, 
hunting and fishing, and kept bees for a time. 
Ethel was a member of the Hespero Community 
Club, and the Diamond Valley Mission. Tragedy 








occurred in the family in July, 1961, when Anton 
passed away after being trampled by a bull on 
the farm. Ethel now makes her home in Sylvan 
Lake. 

Hazel, their first child, was born on February 
22, 1926. She married William Cordon, and they 
live at Eckville. Edith was born on September 3, 
1927, and married Arthur Thomas. They live in 
the Hespero district. Jean, born November 18, 
1929, married Raymond MeCrady, and lives at 
Brooks. Clarence was born on June 27, 1931. He 
married the former Florence Campbell, and 
lives at Sylvan Lake. Owen (Bud) was born Oc- 
tober 21, 1932. He married the former Eva Hope 
and lives at Kamloops, B.C. 


ELI ANDERSON FAMILY — by Magda Ander- 
son 

Eli Anderson came to Red Deer from Iowa, 
U.S.A. in 1906. He worked in the sawmill and 
quarry while sizing up homesteads. After looking 
at land near Wainwright and Lochearn, he chose 
the northeast quarter of section 9.39-4-W5, which 
is six and one-half miles west of Eckville. Mrs. 
Anderson and the four children, Lena, Archie, 
Arla and Norman came in October, 1907, They 
spent the year 1908 in Red Deer and moved out to 





‘Bear shot by Norman Anderson in thei home yard in 1922, 








the homestead in 1909. Mr. Anderson freighted 
supplies out from Red Deer before the Alberta 
Central Railway was built in 1912. Members of 
the Anderson family got their mail at Leslieville, 
Pitceox, Hespero, Condor, Withrow and now 
Rural Route 4 out of Eckville, and we've resided 
at the same location all this time. 

Mrs. Anderson’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Rasmus, homesteaded the SW9 — and 
her brother the NE quarter of section 9. Her 
sister married George Jayes, who had 
homesteaded the SE of section 9, 

Lena Anderson married Jacob Odland and 
resided in the Bingley area. Their children were 
Lawrence, Luke, Nellie, Beulah and Eunice. 
‘Mrs. Odlund died in 1964, and by 1977 the three 
eldest children have passed away. Eunice (Mrs. 
William Gardner) lives in the Rimbey area. 
Their children are Wilma, Helen and Thomas; 
Beulah (Mrs. Charles’ Phillips) lives in 
Drumheller. She and her husband have nine 
children, 

Archie remained a bachelor and farmed the 
home place until he passed away in 1974. Aria 
Anderson married George Lee and lives 
southeast of Evarts. Their children are Charles, 
Nita and Gertie. 

Norman Anderson married Magda Wold and 
farmed near the home place. Their children are 
Glenda (Mrs, Robert Wacher), who has three 
children, Cathy, Steven and Vicki; Norman Jr., 
who passed away in Infancy; and Marjorie (Mrs. 
Vern Harbourne), who has two sons, Kevin and 
Shane, Norman passed away in January, 1973, 
Ell Anderson farmed a section of land with good 
buildings, at the time of his death in 1938. He was 
a member of the Shady Lane School Board for 
many years. Mrs. Anderson was very hard of 
hearing and read everything for amusement. 
She was an excellent cook — her home-made 
bread was a specialty. She passed away in 1939. 
In less than two years, we lost three Andersons 
from our corner. 


ARNOLD, CHARLIE 

My father, sister and I came out trom 
Wiltshire, England in 1913. My mother was un- 
able to immigrate as she had TB and remained 
behind in a sanatorium for treatment. My sis. 
ter, Winnie, stayed at Pilot Mount with relatives 
and Dad and I came out to Leslieville. I stayed 
with my cousins, Harry Arnold. Dad went on to 
British Columbia. I worked for my cousins and 
stayed on their farm for one and a half years. I 
‘then went out to Huxley to work at various jobs 
for about two years. 

Later, I came back to Leslieville as Dad had 
‘come back to Alberta and bought a farm. Dad 
and I farmed together for about three years; 
then, I decided to work out again, working 
around Rocky Mountain House in mills hauling 
logs. 

‘Then in 1923, I lived in Condor, working at 
various jobs, mills, and threshing. I always 











worked on threshing outfits and did so for about 
50 years. Last threshing I helped with was in 1976 
for Cliff Morrison. 

In 1923, Condor was very small, just a few 
families lived there — Clarence Fitch, the East- 
mans, Scott Hastie were some of them. Later, 
there were Wardens, Mceres, Clements. 

In 1931, T took a lease on the quarter NE 35-38. 
5.W5 and built a small house where I continued to 
farm and work out a bit. [recall the times when 
you would get stuck on No. 11 Highway with a 
‘wagon and four horses hauling hay from the Bill 
Cruickshank place. I worked on the road from 
Leslieville to Highway 11. in 1932. 

Local young people, Martin Resetz, Norman 
Eastman, Earl Doyle, Millers, Maxwells, and 
others would go by team and sleigh to dances. 
The musle was supplied by local talent. Lunch 
supplied by ladies. 

We held card parties in local homes. Some 
were John Simons, Bices, Bartons, Blairs, 
Mitchells, Hewitts. These were held during the 
winter, also dances in the homes which often 
lasted until daylight. 

‘The young people visited a local moonshiner 
to pickup their supply to add a little cheer to 
their evening. 

‘My mother passed away in England in 1918. 
My father passed away in July, 1947 in Cran- 
brook, B.C. 

still reside on the NE 35-38-5-W5. 











AVERY, ALBERT 

Albert Edward (Bert) Avery, born March 17, 
1887, at North Nibley, Gloucestershire, England, 
‘came to Ontario in 1908 and to the Condor district 
In 1910. He homesteaded in the Northup area. 
During World War I, he enlisted in the army In 
the 89th Battalion’ and served overseas in 
England and France. While in England, he 
married Eleanor (Nellie) Bullock and then 
returned to his farm at Condor. It was two years 
before Nellie was able to join him here. Their 
son, David, was born in 1921. Bert's brother, 
Walter, lived and worked with them at that time. 








Bert Avery, Pot Master Condor 1980. 























“Meeting the mail tan in Condor. Bert Avery. 195, 


Bert was a member of the Red Deer Salvation 
Army, a school board trustee for 18 years, the 
returning officer for the M.D. of Raven for 20 
years and was one of the first trustees for the 
Eekville hospital. 

Tragedy struck the Avery home, when Nellie 
died in 1922 and David died in 1930. The little 
Avery log cabin still stands to this day and can be 
seen from the Stauffer road. 

Bert (known to many as Uncle Bert) moved to 
Condor as post master from 1938 to 1962. He was 
well-known throughout the district as clerk for 
Clyde Stauffer’s auction sales. He served in the 
Second World War in the Reserve Army. He had 
a life membership in the B.P.O. Elks, At most 
Christmas concerts in the district schools, Uncle 
Bert was a familiar figure dressed in red with a 
white beard. He was a friend to all and many 
parties were held in the back of the post office. 
After retiring from the post office, Bert lived 
with his ‘adopted daughter” Mary and her hus- 
band, Tom Raabis, in Red Deer. He later resided 
in the Red Deer Nursing Home and spent his 
remaining years there — an encouragement and 
inspiration to all. 


BICE, HARRY VEALE 1893-1962 

Harry was born in Cornwall, England and 
came to Canada as a young adult. When the war 
broke out in 1914 he joined the army and spent 
four years in England and Europe. After dis- 
charge at the end of the war, he returned to 
Canada and took up farming in the Condor dis- 
trict, SW-39-4-W5. 

In March 1920 he married Annie Rutherford. 
‘They had four children, two boys and two girls, 
Francis contracted rheumatic fever and passed 
away in 1932 at the age of 11 years. Victor only 
lived 4 few days after birth in 1922. The two girls 
doth live in Salmon Arm, B.C. Jean married 
Gerald Layden of Lacombe in 1948. They have 
four children, Garnett, Larry, Donna, and 
Dianne. June married Joe Buresh of Evergreen 
district in 1944. They have three children, Shan- 
non, Beverly and Gordon. 

Annie Bice is well and enjoys life in Rutland, 











B.C. where they moved in 1953. Harry passed 
away in March 1962 in Vancouver's Shaughnessy 
Hospital. He was a good farmer, always enjoyed 
working on the land and with his animals. When 
he was so ill he sald “If I can’t work, I really 
don’t want to live.” 


BIRCE, ALLAN AND PEARL 

Pearl and Allan Birce came west from Essex 
County, Ontario about 1908. The settled first in 
Southern Alberta near Retlaw. After several ex- 
tremely dry years on their homestead there, 
they decided fo move to Condor. The move took 
place in early November, 1933. Mr. Birce 
brought the cattle, horses and machinery to Con: 
dor by C.P.R. Mrs. Birce and the six children — 
Edna, Ethel, Mildred, Verna, Jean and Walter — 
came by train later. The train trip north took 
three days, with nights spent at Blackie and 
Calgary. Mr. Birce bought the SE 20-38-4-W5. 
‘The land was purchased from Fred Nachtmann 
and now became the home of the Birces. The 
family couldn't move into the house until spring 
so spent the winter with Mr. Birce’s mother and 
brother, Bill. Early in the spring the Birce fami- 
ly moved into the log house on the farm. Mr. 
Nachtmann had built’a little shack on the farm 
for himself. 

‘The farm was nearly all bush so the family 
started clearing land in the spring. A few acres 
were cleared and broke each year. The clearing 
was done by axe, with horses used to skid the 
trees off the land. The first machine clearing was 
done by Ed Skocdopole with a D 8 cat. The trees 
which were cleared from the land were used for 
firewood. Once the land was cleared, it had to be 
broke with horses and a breaking plow. Later on, 
machines were hired to break the land too. The 
firewood in the early days was cut with a cross- 
cut saw, The Birce familly cut logs to provide 
lumber for a barn and later a house. The Blacks 
had a portable mill and came to the Birce farm 
during the winter and following spring to mill the 
logs into lumber. 

‘The Birce family soon became engaged in 
mixed farming on their farm. They grew grain 
as well as milked cows, raised chickens, pigs 
and, of course, horses. Mr. Birce and the girls 
walked many miles picking wild frult such as 
strawberries, raspberries, saskatoons and 
blueberries. Most of the other neighborhood folk 
also took advantage of nature’s harvest to add to 
the larder. 

‘The children attended school at Daisy Nook. 
Bach day the children had to walk two and a half 
miles each way to school. Their first teacher was 
Miss Betty Baldwin. Grades one to 12 were 
taught in the one room school. The school 
students and their families took turns doing the 
Janitor work for one month periods. The janitor 
work included starting the fire each day, hauling 
the firewood and water, sweeping the floor and, 
‘once a month, scrubbing. The salary for all this 
work was $5 a month. The janitor had to go to 














school early enough to start the fires and thaw 
out everything in the winter time. Since there 
was no coal to bank the fire at night, it took quite 
‘a while to get the school warm in the morning. 
Later teachers at Daisy Nook included Mr. 
Inkster, Mr. Clarke and Mrs. Hilda Anderson. 
‘The highlight of each school year was the annual 
Christmas concert. Every student took part in 
the concert, which ended with a visit from Santa 
Claus and candy bags for everyone. The concert 
provided a grand opportunity to catch up on 
visiting with the neighbors. In the summer, the 
school students enjoyed ball games. As well, the 
girls spent many sunny noon hours playing pen 
knife, skipping and playing hopscotch. In the 
winter, the ice rink provided hours of enjoyment. 

‘The Birce family enjoyed the friendship ot 
thelr early neighbors. Some of these were the 
Douchnoskis, Krests, Martin Resetz and his 
mother, Barteskos and many others. On Sunday 
afternoons, it was a common sight to see their 
yard full of young people playing games, es- 
pecially ball games. 

‘The early farm families in the Condor district 
had to be very self-sufficient. They had big gar- 
dens, their own farm-grown meat, milk and 
eggs. They picked wild fruit for jam and 
preserves. They had homeground flour for bread 
‘and porridge. Groceries were bought from the 
store in Condor. Mr. Clement was one of the ear- 
ly store-keepers. Mail came into Condor three 
times a week by train, Cattle were driven to the 
railway station. Pigs were hauled to town by 
wagon or sleigh. All the children have fond 
memories of Beri Avery (Uncle Bert) who was 
an early postmaster in Condor. He was post- 
master for many years. 

The roads in the Condor area were terrible in 
the spring during break up. Since there was no 
gravel on the roads, each spring the roads soon 
became a sea of mud. The snow was not plowed 
from the roads during the winter, which made 
the problem worse each spring when the snow 
melted. In the spring of 1940, when the roads 
were at their worst, Ethel Birce took very ill. 
One of the family members walked three and a 
half miles to the nearest phone so that the doctor 
‘at Eckville could be phoned. However, the doctor 
hesitated to come to the farm as the roads were 
certainly near impassible. After phoning Doctor 
Greenaway at Rocky Mountain House however, 
the family recelved good news. He would come! 
Miraculously, the doctor arrived at the farm by 
car. Ethel was taken to the hospital at Rocky 
Mountain House. She had pneumonia and, since 
‘there was no drugs or antibiotics, she passed 
away at the age of 20 years. 

‘The years went by and the girls left home for 
various jobs. Walter continued to farm with his 
dad. Mr. Birce took sick a few years later and 
passed away in May 1951. A few years later, Mrs. 
Birce and Walter left the farm, first going to a 
ferry job and later to Calgary. Mrs. Birce passed 
away in 1966, following a lengthy illness. 





‘The following is a history of the six Birce 
children: Ethel died in 1940; Edna married Bill 
Brodie and lives in Ponoka. They have two 
daughters, Janice (Mrs. Stewart) who lives in 
Calgary and has two children, Kelth and Marcia; 
and Shannon (Mrs. Tom Foster) who lives at 
Rocky Mountain House and has one daughter, 
Robbie, Mildred married Bud Taylor. She now 
lives at Viking. Mr. Taylor died in 1972. The 
‘Taylors have one son, Phillip, who resides in Ed- 
monton with his wife, Rose. Verna married 
Charlie Bradshaw and they live at Condor. They 
have four children; Shirley (Mrs. Dennis 
Frisky) lives at Rocky Mountain House. Sharon 
(Mrs, Fred Blair) lives at Condor. Ken married 
Fern Biswanger. They have one daughter, 
Diane. Ken and family reside at Condor. Leslie 
lives at Condor and farms with his dad. Jean is 
married to Tom Campbell and lives in Calgary. 
Walter married Irene Petley and lives in 
Calgary with their four children — Allan, John, 
Robert and Debbie, 

Looking back over the years, It becomes evi- 
dent that the early days were definitely difficult, 
but happy, days. People were certainly friendly 
then and seemed to have more time to be 
neighborly. 








BLAIR FAMILY 

Tn 1906 Mr. and Mrs. Allen Blair Sr. accom- 
panied by some of their children and Homer 
Stockwell and family travelled from Guelph, On- 
tario to settle in the Condor district. Homer’s 
wife was the former Jenny Blair. 

Allen Blair Sr. took up a homestead on SE 36- 
38.5-W5. His family consisted of 12 children. They 
were: Dave, Jim, William, Bob, Allen Jr., 
Lillian, Jenny, Anna, Mae, Kate, Eva and Ethel, 

In 1910 Allen K. Blair, Jr. came from Guelph, 
Ontario to join his family in Alberta. He was ac: 
companied by his wife (the former Gertrude 
Dale) and his children, Mae and Dale. They set- 
tled on homestead NE'25-38-5-W5 where another 
son Earl was born. A son George was born in On- 
tario when the family moved back there for a 
short time. The children attended the old Prairie 
Rose School and later Northup. The first teacher 
at Northup was a gentleman named Mr. Leonard 
Huskins. 

‘Mae Blair was a teacher and married Charles 
Fay from Rocky Mountain House. She taught in 
several schools in Rocky school division. They 
had one daughter, June. Dale Blair married 
Edna Christie (whose family also settled in Con 
dor area in 1929). They resided in the Condor 
area for several years where their children all 
attended school. They had four daughters and 
one son. Joy (married Brian Dunn), Daleen 
(married Doug Cleaver), Donna (married David 
MacDonald), Terrie (married Dale Speight) and 
their son was Rocky Dale. Dale was a school bus 
driver in Condor district for 17 years, and he and 
his wife operated the Condor post office for 10 
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years. Dale and Edna retired to an acreage near 
Rocky Mountain House. 

George Blair married Delphine Fitch (from 
Alhambra district). In 1941 George and Dale 
joined the Calgary ‘Tanks Regiment and served 
overseas. George was captured and held 
prisoner for four years. On his return George and 
wife moved to Ladysmith, B.C. where they later 
had two children, Gordon and Brenda. George 
passed away in 1973. 

Earl Blair passed away at an early age from 
appendicitis. 

Dave Blair married Esther Mast (a former 
school teacher) and they resided in the Condor 
area for several years. Dave was a veteran of the 
Ast World War and known all over the district as 
‘a horse buyer. 

William Blair married Mary Lisk (an early 
Condor resident) and they had two children, 
Wallace and Winnifred. They later moved to 
Vancouver where William was a butcher. 

Lillian Blair married Charles Smith and the 
resided in the Alhambra district. They had one 
daughter, Lillian. 

Allen Blair, Sr. was very well known for his, 
skill with an axe, and he taught several local 
men in the proper use of the axe. 

Allen Blair, Jr. was known for his physical 
fitness and a hike to Red Deer in one day was not 
unusual for him. On the return trip he would be 
laden with supplies and if he needed a rest, 
Evarts was the usual resting stop. 








BONK, MARTIN — Freda Elson 
Martin and Susan Bonk immigrated to 
Calgary from Luxemburg in 1907 with their 
daughter, Elizabeth, who was four years old, 
Martin was a blacksmith by trade so worked in 
Calgary, Exshaw, and Golden, B.C. until 1909. 
Mrs. Bonk had a hard time with the language 
so in 1913 they got a homestead in the Evergreen 
area. They lived there a few years, then sold 
their place and moved to a farm at Hespero 
where their daughter went to the Shady Lane 





Mr. Martin Bonk, Mrs. Susan Bonk. 











School. In 1914 they moved to Leslieville where 
‘Martin had a blacksmith shop. The farmers from 
all around brought their horses to be shod, 
Elizabeth went to Calgary and stayed with her 
aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Dams, and 
continued her schooling. 

Then, on July 1, 1919, she married Oscar 
Oastrom of Hespero, and they lived on his 
homestead. The Bonks sold their blacksmith 
shop in Leslieville, and bought one in Hespero so 
moved there and resumed blacksmithing for a 
year. In 1928, they had an auction sale and sold 
their property and moved to Calgary where they 
bought a rooming house. They resided there until 
‘Mr. Bonk passed away on Nov. 6, 1955, at the age 
of 88 years. Mrs. Bonk sold the big house and 
lived in a small home until her passing in Sept, 
15, 1964, age 84 years. They both are buried in St 
‘Mary's Cemetery, Calgary, Alberta. 





BRADSHAW, ALFRED AND REBECCA. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Bradshaw emigrated 
from Liverpool, England, to Canada in March of 
1911. After landing in Halifax, they travelled by 
train to Edmonton. In April of 1911, they went to 
Bassano, Alberta. Mr. and Mrs, Bradshaw 
brought with them their three children Alfred 
aged four, Percy aged two and Ethel aged 11 
months. Florence was born in March 1912. In 
1913, the family moved to a homestead near Pan- 
dora. While at the homestead, two sons were 
born, Charles in 1916 and Bill in 1918. ‘The 
Bradshaws lived in this area until the dust bowl 
of the 1930's. In 1937, they decided to sell their 
farm and moved to the Condor area, Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Bradshaw and their sons Charlie and Bill 
purchased a farm south of Condor. This land, the 
E-30-38-4-W5, was purchased from Mr. Maliski, 

Since the half section of land was almost en- 
tirely bush, the first winter was spent clearing 
the land by hand. Some brush cutting was also 
done by Ed Skocdopole. The cut trees were often 
sold to residents of Condor to use as firewood. 
The first crops on the new land were oats, As 
well, the Bradshaws raised pigs. The whole fami- 
ly participated in this venture, with Mrs. Brad- 
shaw taking over as nurse maid whenever a sow 
could not care for all of her piglets. She would 
feed the little pigs with a baby bottle. 

Mr. Bradshaw and sons used a Hart Parr 
tractor to do their farming. They brought this 
tractor with them from the prairie, In the winter, 
many days were spent doing custom grinding of 
grain for the neighbors. While the men were busy 
on the land, Mrs. Bradshaw was involved in work 
around her home and in community work. For 
many years, she belonged to the Condor Mission 
Circle. She was never too busy to help anyone in 

istress. In her home, the kettle was always on In 
readiness for a cup of tea and friendly chat. Mrs. 
Bradshaw always raised a wonderful garden, As 
well, she was very interested In her flower gar- 
den and her houseplants. 

When the harvest was completed each fall, 











the young men of the district would go hunting in 
the west country. This was not just a holiday, but 
an opportunity to provide meat for the winter, 
The men would drive from Condor to Moose 
Basin with horses and wagons. They would live 
in tents. On one hunting trip, Charlie recalls how 
a black bear frightened one of the horses to 
death. Myron Lawrence had to walk to Condor 
for another horse. In 1941, Charlie, Bill, Percy, 
Alf and some friends were hunting antelope near 
Brooks. While hunting, Bill was accidently shot 
to death. After Bill’s death, Perey moved from 
the prairie to farm in the Condor Dist 

In 1946, Charlie Bradshaw married Verna 
Birce. They continued to live on the farm. In 
1950, Mr. and Mrs. Bradshaw Senior moved into 
Condor to retire. Mr. Bradshaw's health began to 
fall and in December of 1956, he passed away. 
‘Mrs. Bradshaw continued to live in Condor unitli 
1966 when she sold her home and went to live 
with her daughter, Florence, in Calgary, In 1970, 
she moved into Westview Lodge in Rocky Moun 
tain House and lived there until her death in 1975. 
She was 92 years old at the time of her passing. 
Until her passing, she continued to enjoy visiting 
her friends and raising houseplants and 
crocheting. 

Early neighbors of the Bradshaws were the 
W. Syrens, the A. B. Lawrences, the J 
Rasmussens, the J. Neuberts, the Lahtls, the 
‘Marcineks, the P. Lagores, the Hornbys, the J. 
Pollands, the J. Jennings, the R. Lindsays, the 
Resetz, the E. Grahams and the A. Pirces. 

When the Bradshaws came to the disirict, 
the post office was run by Mr. Meeres. Later, 
Bert Avery ran the post office. Mr. Crouch ran 
the bank in Condor. ‘The Clements operated the 
general store. Walt Sheppard ran a machine 
shop. Mr. Meyers ran the grain elevator. 

The following is a history of Bradshaw 
children and grandchildren: 

‘The eldest son, Alfred married Lila Knight 
and lives in Okotoks. They have no children, 

Percy married Evelyn Houghton and they 
live at Condor. Perey passed away in 1975. They 
have four children. Bud married Edna Leahy 
and they have five children — Theresa, Kathy, 
Johnny, Gordon and Raymond, They live at Con: 
dor. May married Bert Mason and they have 
four children — Kelly Anne, Donna, Dwayne and 
Gary. They live in Wetaskiwin, Barbara married 
Rod Crawford, they have one son, Blake. 
Charlotte lives in Red Deer. 

Ethel married Clayton Galarneau. They live 
in Bassano and have three children, Ronald 
married Wilma Kuehle and live in Gem. They 
have two boys, Randal and Russell. Gordon 
married Eleanor Furnas and they live in Lac La 
Biche. They have two children — Norman and 
Jacqueline. Kathleen married Robert Dunn and 
lives in Calgary. They have two children, Lana 
and Cody. 

Florence married David Jeffrey and they live 
in Calgary. They have three children. Beth lives 




















in Lethbridge. Wayne married Jean Gobel and 
they live in Surrey, B.C. They have two sons, 
Scott and Neil. Dougias married Laurie Rumsey 
‘and lives in Rutland, B.C. They have three sons 
— Ryan, Brett and Shane. 

Charles married Verna Birce. They live at 
Condor. ‘They have four children. Shirley 
married Dennis Frisky and they live at Rocky 
Mountain House. Sharon married Fred Blair and 
they live at Condor. Kenneth married Fern 
Biswanger, they live at Withrow and have one 
daughter, Diane. Leslie lives at Condor. 


BRADSHAW, PERCY AND EVELYN — by Bar- 
bara Crawiord 

‘Dad was born in England in 1908 and came to 
Canada with his parents in 1911. His younger life 
was spent in the Hutton and Pandora area in 
southeastern Alberta which at that time was 
very well settled with homesteaders on nearly 
every quarter. 

‘Asa young man, dad worked for farmers and 
ranchers in the area, He also participated in box 
ing, trapping, breaking horses and hunting. 

‘in 1982 he married Evelyn Houghton. She was 
born in 1914 in Bassano, Alberta and spent 10 
years of her early life moving to different parts 
of Alberta and Saskatchewan as her father was a 
railroad man. They returned to the Hutton area 
in 1929 where she met my father. 

‘They farmed through the drought years of the 
30's and dad supplemented their income by 
working out and trapping. In 1934 their son Brad 
was born followed by a daughter May in 1938, 

Jn 1942 after the tragic death of dad’s brother 
Billy, they moved to Condor where my grand- 
parents were farming. They purchased the SE 
30-384-W5 from my grandparents. For 10 years 
they lived in a log house. Times were hard at 
first but they made ends meet by milking cows. 
Extra income was made by selling loads of cord 
‘wood, Work was hard but there were good times 
as well: ball games, plenics, visiting with 
neighbors, card parties and berry picking. Un 
doubtedly dad will be remembered for his square 
dance calling, auctioning pies and boxes at the 
socials, and his recitations. 

‘A third child Barbara, was born in 1951 
followed by a sister Charlotte in 1954. 

During the early 50's dad worked on oil rigs 
throughout Alberta. In the later 50's he started 
driving school bus and continued to do so until his 
death in 1975 

My mother still continues to make her home 
on the original farm quarter. She keeps very 
busy with her gardening’ and outside work and 
enjoys travelling. 

‘Bud worked as an ollfleld welder for 10 years 
before taking up farming on the SE 19-38-4-Ws. 
He married Edna Leahy and they have five 
children — Theresa, Kathy, John, Gordon and 
Ray. 

May Is a registered nurse. She completed her 
training at the Holy Cross Hospital in Calgary 
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She married Bert Mason and they are presently 
living in Wetaskiwin. They have four children — 
Kelly, Donna, Dwayne and Gary. 

Barbara worked as a secretary and dental 
assistant. She married Rod Crawford and they 
presently live at Condor. They have one son — 
Blake. 

Charlottle attended Olds Agricultural 
College, enrolled in a business course. She is 
presently residing and working in Red Deer. 


CHILD OF THE THIRTIES 
Child of the thirties 
Hard work and play 
Cut that wood 
For a winter day. 
Haul that water 
From a neighbors well 
 stoneboat and horse 
‘And we kids as well. 
Sit on the Plough 
By your father’s side 
Four faithful horses 
Give you a ride. 
Run in the furrow 
Bare foot and free 
Cool black earth 
And a mouse or three. 
Walk in the grain 
So very tall 
Swim in the river 
No clothes at all. 
Down to the creck 
In the spring time flood 
Set sail your cargo 
With your feet in the mud. 
Child of the thirties 
Happy and free 
I can hardly believe 
It really was me. 
‘Shirley (Warden) Reaman 








‘My husband lit the coal ofl lamp 
‘Smiling softly 
As if remembering other days 
As the flame surged into life 
I was totally unprepared 
For the sudden wave of nostalgia 
‘That swept away my adulthood 
Leaving me vulnerable to a memory 
A prairie shack 
Worn linoleum 
An old cook stove 
An air tight heater 
‘A coal-oil lamp 
And a gentle mother to light our childhood. 
Shirley (Warden) Reaman 


CIRCLE OF LOVE 
Love is a fine thing 

Speaketh it loud or soft 

Much of joy does it bring love 
Bright as a diamond ring 
Clear as a lovely song 








Waiting for one to sing. 
Only life can it bring 
As a Branch from a dove 
Circling offering love 
To the parents of my parents 
And their parents too 
‘To my Father and my Mother 
‘The childhood that I knew, 
To my children and their children 
fhe future and the past 
Love has drawn this circle 
‘That will last and last and last. 
Dedicated to my parents Roy and Rosle 
Warden. 





Shirley (Warden) Reaman 


W. E. COLE FAMILY — by Mr. Elmer Cole 

My parents, William Cole and Mary Cole (nee 
Bell) were born in Ontario. They were married 
in 1901 and later moved to Manitoba, They lived 
at Rapid City where my sister, Hazel, was born 
in 1906, then they moved to Rivers, where I, 
Elmer, was born in 1908, 

In 1911 my parents came West to the Loma 
district, north of Vulean. My brother, Bert, was 
born here in 1912. My father worked on the farm 
for John Kerr and also for Alec Mitchell, In 1914 
we moved to the Clarence Davis farm, eight 
miles west and one mile south of Champion, 
Where dad worked until 1917, when he rented a 
farm across the road and farmed there until 
1926, when he sold out and moved into Champion, 
My brother Arnold was born on the farm in 1919, 
All the family received their schooling at 
Harper, Hiawatha, Fireguard and Champion 
High School. 

‘My parents were having a struggle to get 
along so I left school and went to work for 
farmers in the area. It did not cost much to live 
in those days, but money was scarce, as wages 
were poor and it was almost impossible to find 
work for the winter. After harvest was com: 
pleted around Champion in 1932, dad and I went 
north to Olds and got a job threshing for ten days, 
From here we went on to Eckville to visit my 
sister Hazel, who was married to Robert Jarvis, 
and operating an elevator at Eckville. While 
here I found a job on a farm for the winter, and 
Inever went back to Champion for 23 years. My 
folks moved to Eckville in December 1932. 

Houses were not plentiful, but our neighbor, 
John Cordon, let us live in a vacant house on his 
tarm at Hespero. I worked the following summer 
for Dewey Nielson, at Benalto. The wages were 
twenty-five dollars per month. 

In January 1934 I purchased a quarter section 
of land from the CPR. This was on a sort of 
homestead deal, but not quite so good. I was to 
improve the bush quarter, but after four years I 
also had to pay for it on a long-term agreement. 
Here we lived for the next 37 years. My wife, Ina 
(nee Currie), and I were married in those 
depression years and raised a family of five 
healthy children. They are: Yvonne, now Mrs. 
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Ken Dent, of Medicine Hat. They have four 
children — Fred, Doug, Janet and Rhonda, Ber- 
nice, now Mrs. Glen Stamp, has three children, 
Richard, Violet and Colleen. Violet, our third 
oldest child, was killed accidentally’ in 1945, at 
the age of nine years. Moira, now Mrs. Eric 
Mannerfeldt of Sylvan Lake, has five childre 
David, Joyce, Ina, Jimmie and Wade. Our only 
son, Ian, married to Phyllis Beach, has two boys, 
‘Timothy and Benjamin, He lives on the original 
quarter that I purchased from the CPR. 

In 1952 T commenced buying grain for the 
Searle Grain Co. at Mintlaw, Alberta and later 
was transferred to Alhambra, where I operated 
the elevator for 16 years until it was closed on 
September 1, 1970. Three years later T was eligi- 
ble to receive my pension. 

When T look back upon those depression 
years, it makes me wonder how we ever made It. 
We never had much money, but never once 
‘thought of going on welfare. We made the best of 
what we had, and never went hungry. We en- 
joyed many good times at dances, ball games 
and celebrations of various kinds. We also 
attended church regularly at Hespero. 1 guess 
our success, if one can call it that, is due to hard 
work, perseverance, and keeping out of debt. 

My father passed away in November, 1942, 
and my mother in 1955. Both my parents are 
buried in Hespero cemetery. Brother Bert also 
Passed away at Vegreville in 1967, 





CONDOR GENERAL STORE 1963 
When I was in my twenties, 

And my children were all small, 
‘My shopping days were pleasant, 
And seemed no chore at all 

With my baby in the carriage, 
And my toddlers hanging on, 

We arrived at the store, 

A pleasant marathon, 

‘At the tinkle of the door-bell, 
Came the owner from behind, 
She smiled a cheerful greeting, 
At this little band of mine, 

I shopped for all my groceries, 
Plus clothes and knick-knacks too, 
It was a pleasant interlude, 

No need to hurry through. 
Everything was written down, 
‘And charged to my account, 

I never questioned prices, 

Or fussed about amount. 

On a given invitation, 

We all trooped back for lunch, 

A choice of tea, or coffee, 

‘And home-made buns to munch, 
We shared many laughs together, 
And the children played and ate, 
While the baby drank his bottle, 
Content to coo, and wait. 

Tso enjoyed my shopping, 

In the days that used to be, 





In the Condor General Store, 
Where there's always time for tea. 
Shirley (Warden) Reaman 





CONDOR LIGHT HORSE ASSOCIATION — by 
Violet Safron 

‘The Club was organized in 1952 and originally 
was calied the Rocky Mountain Light Horse 
Association. ‘The president and organizer was 
Allen R. Paisen of Condor, who, with his family, 
lived one mile west of the Condor corner and 
owned a saddle shop along No. 11 Highway. He 
rebuilt saddles and other leather articles and 
had many of his hand-tooled leather articles for 
sale along with other horsemen’s supplies. Violet 
(Cordon) Safron was elected the Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

Later the Club was renamed the Condor Light 
Horse Association. Abe Littau became the presi- 
dent, Max Bott the vice-president, and Violet 
Safron the secretary-treasurer. 

‘Abe Littau and Violet Safron trained the 
group to do a musical ride, for which the Benalto 
‘Agricultural Society paid $50 per year to the club 
to perform the ceremony in front of the grand- 
stand, as part of the entertainment at the 
Benalto Stampede. The club held gymkhanas 
and musical ride practice on property which 
Carl Kendze fenced off and donated to them. An- 
nie Cordon often supplied a hot lunch to the hard- 
riding group. 

Plans for a log cabin were drawn up by the 
John Kasparsons family. Members of the club 
‘cut and peeled the logs to build a club house, but 
over the years interest in the club died, so the 
logs were later sold. The land was returned to 
Carl Kendze, with many thanks for its use. The 
money remaining in the club treasury was 
donated to the Crippled Children’s Fund. 


CONDOR WOMEN’S INSTITUTE — by Magda 
Anderson 

On April 21, 1921, 27 women met at the home 
of Mrs. George Gledhill to organize the Hespero 
Condor Branch of the Women’s Institute. Mrs. 
Gledhill chaired the meeting and Mrs. Crummy 
recorded the notes for the election of officers. 
Mrs. E. MacDonnell became the first president, 
Mrs. E. Crummy Jr. the first vice-president and 
Mrs. Gledhill was elected as the first secretary- 
treasurer. Directors were Mrs. A. K. Blair, Mrs 
W. J. Clement and Mrs. Joe Nelson. 

Mrs. Rogers, Alberta Women’s Institute 
secretary, visited this new branch at their third 
meeting. Mrs. Joe Nelson was the first member 
to attend an Alberta W. I. Convention. 

‘The 27 charter members lived in an area ex- 
tending from north of Hespero to the Leslieville 
Highway. In the horse-and-buggy days it was too 
far to travel to meetings, and at the annual 
meeting on December 21, 1921 they decided to 
form two institute branches. 

Mrs. R. McFaul was the first president of the 
Condor Women’s Institute. At one meeting in 
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1921, a member told about pioneer times in our 
area for entertainment. 

Their motto “For Home and Country" was 
kept in mind throughout their many endeavours. 
In war time the ladies prepared ditty bags, con- 
tributed milk for Britain, did knitting for the Red 
Cross, had some clothing drives, entertained in 
honor of war brides and welcomed new citizens. 

In the community they helped pay for the hall 
plano, financed the building of the first kitchen, 
bought cups, chairs, stage curtains and gas 
lamps for the hall. More recently they con- 
tributed towards getting new cupboards in the 
new kitchen. They've also made donations to the 
local hospital. 

To raise money they had dances, box socials, 
shadow socials, put on plays, catered at farm 
sales, held raffles and had bazaars and suppers. 
‘They are very grateful to the community for 
their support in all their efforts. In recent years 
this support is reflected in the success of the 
cancer collections in our area, under the chair- 
manship of Mrs. Charles Bradshaw. 

On one occasion the W. I. supplied the lumber 
for the picnic booth on the playgrounds. Bob 
Hewitt received two cans of tobacco and a 
hammer handle for doing the carpenter work. 
Something for the local schools has always been 
included in W. I. work. Drinking urns, first ald 
kits, school ground equipment, magazines, cocoa 
and sugar for lunches, motor and pump for the 
skating rink are some of the things provided. 
‘More recently, achievement trophies to the Con- 
dor School, contest prizes and bingo prices have 
been provided. 

‘The ladies have not forgotten themselves. The 
regular monthly meetings, handicraft teas, con- 
ferences and conventions are times of learning 
and fellowship. 

Some amusing Incidents I found in the 
minutes are: The ladies were going to entertain 
thelr husbands by taking them out to supper on a 
trlal basis, Some lunches at meetings were 
“satisfying”, others were “adequate”, many 
were “lovely”. 

When Bert Avery retired as postmaster at 
Condor, the Women's Institute bought the 
building and lot. They sold it, some years later, 
to Ken and Judy Leer. 

‘The 1977 executive are: president, Mrs. Tom 
Wyzykoskl; vice president, Mrs. Roy Tubbs; 
secretary, Mrs. Charles Bradshaw; treasurer, 
Mrs. Dan Eidt. Other members ‘are: Alma 
MacDonald, Hughena Ellis, Pearl van der Meer, 
Anna Nelson, Mrs. John Meek, Mrs. Angus, Mrs. 
Wendell Frazier, and Magda Anderson. 

‘The Condor Womens’ Institute has carried on 
through the years without a break, for 56 years. 
That must be something of a record! 














CROUCH, WALTER 

‘Mr. and Mrs, Walter Crouch and family came 
to the Condor district form Essex, England, in 
1930, They lived on ‘“‘Jollity Farm” in the 








Evergreen area. They later moved to the town of 
Condor where Mr. Crouch was assistant post 
master and the agent for the Provincial 
‘Treasury Branch. 

Walter Crouch was born in Walworth, 
England, in 1881. Before coming to Canada, he 
worked as a chartered accountant in London. 

Clara Crouch was born in 1885, near London, 
England. She served in World War I in the 
women’s army corps. 

‘The Crouch family were very musical and 
entertained many people with thelr talent both 
vocally and instrumentally 

Mr. Crouch had his own orchestra and played 
at many dances in the Condor and Eckville dis- 
tricts. While on the farm, the Crouch girls, 
Daisy, Grace and Ivy dressed in men’s bib work 
overalls could be seen driving a team of horses to 
town, 

After moving to Condor, the Crouches con- 
tinued to be active in community affairs. Mrs. 
Crouch served the Condor United Mission 
Church as organist for 25 years. She also taught 
Sunday School, was secretary-treasurer of the 
church board and led a Young Peoples group for 
many years. Mrs. Crouch was active in the Red 
Cross. She boarded many school teachers and at 
one time operated a restaurant in Condor. 

‘The district was saddened by the passing of 
Mr. Crouch in 1960 and Mrs. Crouch after a 
lengthy illness in 1964. 

‘The family of Walter Crouch: 

Dorothy returned to England with her hus- 
band, Stanley Grant. They have three children 
Iris, Ivy and Maicalm and seven grandchildren. 

race also returned to England where she 
married Harold Harvey She lives there now with 
her daughter, Christine. 

Daisy and her husband, Walter Avery, left 
Condor in 1948 and now live in Parksville, Van- 
couver Island, B.C, They have two children, Pat 
and Terry and elght grandchildren, 

Ivy and her husband, Frank Bartesko and 
their four children Don, June, Janis and Kenny, 
left Condor for Victoria in 1951. They have six 
grandchildren. Don and his wife, Helen and son 
Wayne, live near Rimbey and June and her hus- 
band, ‘Tony Szoke and family, live near 
Lacombe, 

Mary and her husband, Tom Raabis (former- 
ly of Eckville) and their ‘three children, live in 
Red Deer, 

John and his wife, Mary, live in Victoria, B.C. 
He served overseas with the Calgary 
Highlanders in World War II. 

















CURRIE 

‘The quarter NE 38-32-4-W5 was originally the 
homestead of Horace Meeres. After he lef it, it 
passed through many hands, to finally a Mr. 
Cosgrove (brother of Dick Cosgrove). In 1942, we 
bought the farm from him and lived there until 
1970. In 1974, our son, Netl, bought the farm from 
us and kept it in the family. On it we raised our 








three children, Allan now of Montreal, Sheila of 
Leslieville and Neil of Condor. 


GEORGE CURRIE FAMILY 

George Currie and his two daughters, Janet 
and Georgina, and son, Coupland, came to 
Canada from Scotland in June, 1929, Mrs. Currie 
had passed away a few years before they im. 
migrated to Canada, 

‘They came to Hespero district and settled on 
a farm where Mr. Currie lived until he passed 
away in 1948. Janet worked for Jerry Mac- 
donneli's, at Hespero, for several years and then 
moved to Armstrong, B.C. where she still 
resides. Georgina married Elmer Cole, and lived 
at Hespero and Eckville. Coupland joined the air 
force in 1940, He is married and has two sons, 
Boyd and Derek. They now live in Edmonton. 
George Currie was instrumental in the building 
of the Presbyterian Church in Hespero. He can- 
vassed people in the district for funds to erect the 
church building. 





KUCHNOWSKI AND LAGORE 

‘Mr. Carl Kuchnowski and Auguste came to 
Condor, Alberta, in 1915 from Germany. They 
had two children, Helen Alma and Charile Otto. 
‘They were in Condor until 1960, 45 years. Helen 
married Peter Lagore in 1929. 

Peter and Helen lived in Condor for 22 years. 
‘Then moved to 11610-84 Street in Edmonton. All 
their children (five boys) went through bible 
School to prepare for thelr future lives. They are 
all in the ministry. Arthur Lagore being the 
oldest son has spent 22 fruitful years as a mis- 
sionary in South Africa, Arthur married Gladys 
Miller a year after he was a missionary. They 
had three boys born to them in Africa, Steven, 
now 20 years old, is in Edmonton going to bible 
school. Dwight is 17 years old and is in High 
Prairie finishing his high school. Alan, 13 years, 
is in Africa with his parents. 

George Lagore now pastoring in High Prairie 
married Gwen Melnyk in 1955. They have two 
boys and one girl. The oldest boy, Gordon, is 20 
years old. He has gone to bible school and is in 
the ministry. Then, Douglas is 19 years old. 
Patricia is 18 years old. Cheryl Ranoe is 
deceased. 

William Charles has been pastoring, also, and 
now assisting his youngest brother in the church 
in Edmonton, William (Bill) married Bertha 
Motz in 1954. They have four children. The 
youngest being a chosen girl. Daniel Robert, the 
dldest, is 21 years old. Donna Helen is 19 years 
old and is in the ministry of musle. Dwayne 
Peter is 18 years old and is in bible school prepar- 
ing for his life ahead. Also desiring to be a 
Preacher of the Gospel. Dolene Linda is 12 years 
old, our chosen girl. 

Dave Peter Lagore is now pastoring a church 
in Calgary. He married Eileen Buguski, They 
have two boys and one girl. Robert is 16 years 


























old, Debbie is 14 years old and Kenneth is 12 
years old. 

Stanley Edward, the youngest son of Peter 
Lagore is pastoring a church in Edmonton. He 
married Sharon Isrealson in 1970. They have two 
girls, Shirley Ronae, four years old and Sandra 
Lynn, three years old. 

‘The five boys Arthur, George, William, David 
and Stanley have in the past been pastoring in 
different areas of Alberta. Arthur in Africa for 22 
years. 


EASTMAN’S 

Henry John Eastman came to Condor district 
in 1910. Married in Manchester, England, to 
Elizabeth Ashworth, they came to Canada in 1905 
with two of their three children, Helena 14 years 
old and Norman aged 10, leaving a daughter Bet- 
ty to come later. Mr. Eastman homesteaded on 
the NW 25-88.3-W5, Helena died in 1909. Leaving 
Mrs, Eastman in Calgary where she was work- 
ig as a nurse. Henry Eastman and son Norman 
came first to Red Deer having an introduction 
letter to Horace Meeres, then the Fire Chief of 
the city. Later, Mr. Eastman and Norman, in 
1910, left Red Deer for Condor, catching a ride 
with Mr. Foster a mailman as far as Eckville 
‘They then came to Pitcox, later to be called 
Hespero and were met by Charlie Stroud who 
took them by ox team to Condor corner where Ed 
French, who ran a store at Condor and Bob 
Hewitt were putting in the first culvert. The road 
being only a trail went through the lands of Ho- 
mer Stockwell and Allan K. Blair, Sr. ‘They 
stayed at the home of a nelghbor, Mr. Jack Shaw, 
until a small house was built for them by Mr. 
George Simmons, Sr. buying the lumber from 
Bill Blair. 

In the fall of 1910, Mr. Eastman worked at 
clearing land for the right of way for the Alberta 











Mes. Eastman. 


Mr. and Mrs Eastman, 


Central Railway, later to become the C.P.R. 
Norman also worked as water boy. The railway 
gang camp was set up on Dave Blair's 
homestead. Mr. Eastman stayed with A. 1. 
MeDonald and Norman also did chores for Allan 
K, Blair, Jr. while he and brother Dave Blair 
worked in a lumber camp. 

Mrs. Eastman came to the farm in 1911. She 
nursed over a large area even being taken to 
Rocky Mountain House by speeder in 20 below 
weather In the middie of the night to help a 
Women who was having a alffieult child birth 
She set bones and sewed up axe cuts and helped 
the sick; being made district nurse for the 
municipality of Raven. Betty Eastman came 
from England and also nursed in the district 

‘The Eastmans cleared land and were helped 
in breaking it by ‘Tom Peel who had some oxen 
and a hand plow. Mr. and Mrs, Eastman were 
able to buy a team of horses later and being 
helped by another neighbor, Jim Craig, who also 
had @ team of horses, broke more land and in 
1913, planted spring wheat, the first of its kind in 
the district. The threshing was done by a horse 
drawn thresher owned by George Simmons, Tom 
Peel and Mr. Black. Norman Eastman, Tom 
Peel and Jim Craig cut the first furrow to start 
building a road south to Caroline, 

in 1016, Norman Eastman, Ed Hart, Willy 
Stockwell and other distriet boys joined the 187 
Battalion. After training at Sarcee Camp, they 
‘went over-seas with the Famous Fighting Tenth. 
Norman and Ed Hart were both wounded at Bil 
70 in France. 

Norman married Milly Meeres in 1921. Took 
up the Simmons homestead on the same section 
a8 his father. ‘They. sold out and moved to 
Calgary in 1925, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Eastman 
‘wore birmed ou and moved with daughter Betty 
to Vancouver in 1929. Mr. Eastman died at 87 and 
his wife at 93 years, 

In the second world war, Norman was on head 
quarters of Royal Canadian Army Medical Corp. 
Tater joined Canada Pension Commission 

Norman and Millie Eastman live at Jaques 








Milly and Norm Eastman Golden Wedding Anniversary. 


Lodge in Calgary. Their two children Elsle 
Harington, lives in Calgary and John lives in Ft. 
Saskatchewan, 


THE HISTORY OF THE EDGAR FAMILY 
‘The first we know of the Edgar family, two 
soldiers, Edgar and McKee, who fought with 
William, Prince of Orange, in Ireland in 1690, 
were given grants of land in Northern Ireiand. 
Here they lived for many years and thelr 
families intermarried many different times, 

Samuel Edgar, who married Miss Margaret 
McKee, immigrated to America in 1860 with his 
children, Margaret, who married Stephen Scott, 
and Mary, who married Alphonso Kilbouru, and 
Robert McKee, who married Miss Isabella 
Rebecca Bullied, 

Samuel Edgar, with his family, arrived in 
Peterboro, Ontario after spending two months on 
the voyage in a sailboat. W. R. Edgar still has 
their grub box that they packed their food in on 
the ship, Samuel Edgar and his family went 
north of Peterboro to a little village called 
Apsley and took up homesteads there. It was a 
wild country and covered with heavy bush and of 
course Robert McKee, being young, soon 
became efficient with an axe, as lumbering was 
the major industry at that time. He was also a 
great hunter and found plenty of game in this 
new country. He was hired by the government to 
supply the road-builders with deer meat. They 
were building a new road that was called the 
Monk Road and ran north of Peterboro, 











In 1870 during the first Riel Rebellion Edgar 

volunteered to go with Colonel Wolseley, who 
came with 500 British Troops to quell the upris 
ing. He was one of the Voyageurs who manned 
the boats up the Great Lakes to Fort Garry, 
where Winnipeg stands today. R. M. Edgar knew 
the late George Beatty very well, as he was also 
in the first Riel Rebellion. Upon returning home 
he continued on his homestead until his family of 
four boys and three girls were grown up. He then 
decided there were more opportunities for his 
family in the new country on the Prairies. He 
moved with his family to Manitoba in 1898 and 
they farmed there until 1903, but he still wished 
to fake his family further west. 

One day a young man, Joe Forster, called at 
our home and told us he was making his way out 
to his mother, father, and family west of Red 
Deer. My father, R. M. Edgar, asked him if he 
would write and let us know what it was like 
around Snake Lake, which is now Sylvan Lake. 
He later wrote to my father and described the 
country and said that there were still lots of 
homesteads to be had. 

Father and mother decided they would move 
again, so in March, 1903 R. M. Edgar and his 
family moved to Red Deer. He rented a house 
near the Old Immigration Hall and not far from 
the Great West Hotel while he and R. H. Edgar, 
his son, would go out through the west country: 
looking for homesteads. They went west of the 
Medicine River and chose homesteads near 
where Hespero is today. As the land was not 
thrown open for homesteading they had to 
“squat” on this land. This meant putting up 
shacks to show that it was occupied. The land 
they chose was the E-36-38-4-W5, They had to 
make the first road, as they were the tarthest- 
west settlers at that time. There was plenty of 
hard work getting our logs for a house, barn, and 
other buildings, plus clearing and breaking the 
new land for crops and gardens, When the rest of 
the family arrived at the homesteads around the 
{irst of May, a prairie or brush fire had started 
northwest of the homesteads and was raging 
down towards our buildings, hay and feed. My 
father, R. M. Edgar, and myself, W. R. Edgar, 
were fighting fire and were nearly exhausted 
when the rest of the family arrived. We all fought 
tire until well into the night, to save our buildings 
and some pasture land for our cows and horses, 

That summer, and for the next few years, 
there was a great influx of settlers, coming to the 
Condor, Leslieville and Alhambra districts. Pit- 
cox was our first post office. It was opened up in 
1905 by Macdonnell brothers and Frank Pearce. 
It was located near where Hespero is today, and 
was, I believe, the first post office west of the 
Medicine River. Our nearest post office before 
Pitcox was opened, was Evarts Post Office, 
which was about 12 miles away. 

R. M. Edgar, R. H. and W. R., along with their 
teams, worked in a lumber camp during the 
winter of 1903-1904. It was south of where Condor 






































GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 


wien REPLTING merce rome 4201, 


aie in. Epmonton, 15th June, 1910, 
Registered. 


Sir,- 


Enclosed herewith you will find cheque in 
favor of yourself and nen for work done in the month of 
May, 1910, Kindly see that these cheques aroyhanded to 
the proper parties as soon as possible. 

No. 14565, R.U-Bigar....0...0...$38.50. Pr 

No. 14566, 2.H-Rgar.. 
No. 14568, A.J.Frod... 
No. 14582, Bric Cullens. 
No, 14573, S.Pred... 
No, 14574, 
No. 14575, 
Ro. 14577, 
Ho. 14578, 
Ro. 14580, 








RAR.Bagar, Bsq., 
Road Forenan, 
Piteox, Alta. 
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is today and was known as the Red Deer Lumber 
Company. W. E. Payne, R. C. Brumpton, and 
others formed the Company. Jim McCackney 
was the walking boss, Charles Bremmer was the 
foreman, and Rube'Gee and Dad Weatherby 
freighted in our provisions. The wages there 
were a dollar per day and board, and a dollar per 
day for team and feed. A good many of the 
settlers took advantage of this work. The com- 
any took out over 2,000,000 feet of lumber, The 
logs had to be driven down the Horseguard into 
the Medicine River then into the Red Deer River 
and to their saw mill at Red Deer. It took a good 
Part of the summer of 1904 to move the logs to the 
mill at Red Deer. This company operated for 
only one year, as it was too expensive to bring 
the logs so far. 

R. H. Edgar and W. R. worked on a survey the 
summer of 1904 out’ where Rocky Mountain 
House is today. There were no settlers out that 
far at that time; it was a wilderness. We found 
that it was necessary to take any work that was 
offered us to keep the pot boiling and clothes to 
wear. R. H. worked on a road survey in 1905 and 
W. R, worked on the same survey in 1906, Many 
boys from around Red Deer worked on these sur- 
veys. We worked on different surveys for several 

years and in 1910 R. M, Edgar was appointed 
forest ranger in the Clearwater Forest Reserve. 
I believe he was the first man to hold this posi- 
tion. By this time the Alberta Central Railway 
had received a franchise to build a railroad from 








Robert McKee Edgar a 87 when he shot his ast der. 








Red Deer to Rocky Mountain House and on to 
Nordegg. The farmers and settlers were given 
the opportunity to work with their teams and 
equipment on this railroad. This was one of the 
first booms that Red Deer and the west country 
had seen, 

‘The declaration of war with Germany and her 
Allies in 1914 caused a great change in the pic. 
ture. A good many of the boys, who had been 
raised and lived then on the homesteads, 
volunteered to go and fight for thelr country and 
the Motherland. In 1916 W. R. Edgar enlisted in 
the 187th Battalion and was transferred to the 
50th Battalion in France. He was seriously 
wounded on August 19, 1918, near Amiens. S, M. 
Edgar enlisted in the 7th Battalion and was also 
seriously wounded, having his left hand taken 
oft. 

R. H. Edgar was married in 1915 to Miss Veda 
Beeson. They had three boys, W. H., L. M., and 
R. M. and one daughter, Velda, who is now Mrs. 
Ronald Scott and lives in Red Deer. R. H. and his 
boys had built a good farm in the Hespero dis. 
trict, but R. H. and his wife decided they would 
rather live near Red Deer. In 1927 they bought 
the Woodsworth farm and have extended their 
holdings to about 3,000 acres. L. M. is on the 
Sam Blakley farm, R. M. on the Latam farm and 
W. H. on the Christian farm. He also farms the 
George Roth farm and the old home place. 


Robert McKee Edgar died on April 24, 1931 at 
the age of 82 years. Mrs, R, M. Edgar died 
January 9, 1919 at the age of 58 years. 

W. R, Edgar was married to Miss Ruby 
Lougheed on the 17th of June, 1924 and they have 
one daughter, June, now Mrs. N. R. Henderson, 
who lives in’ British Columbia, In 1939 they 
moved to the Waskasoo district of Red Deer. 
‘Mrs. Edgar died on April 25, 1966. 

When the Second World War broke out L, M. 
Edgar and R. M. Edgar, sons of R. H. Edgar, 
both enlisted; Les in the Army and Bob In the 
Navy. Both of them spent several years overseas 
during the war. 

Robert H. Edgar was president of the Central 
Alberta Pioneers and Old Timer’s Association 
for several years and was active in building the 
Ploneer Lodge in 1958. He was also Reeve of the 
M. D. of Red Deer for several years and took a 
great interest in the welfare of ihe Red Deer dis- 
trict and Red Deer City. He served as an alder- 
man of the city of Red Deer at one time, He 
passed away on the 4th of July, 1959, at the age of 
15 years. 

J. A. Edgar, the youngest son of R. M. Edgar 
has a summer home in the Smoky Mountains in 
North Carolina, U.S.A. and spends the winters in 
Florida, U.S.A. 

Edith, the youngest daughter (Mrs, Scott 
Easson) lives in Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A. S. M. 
Edgar, the oldest son of R. M. Edgar married 
‘Miss Minnie Craudlemire in 1913 and both have 
passed away. ‘They lived at Salmon Arm, B.C. 
Isabella Jane (Mrs. Kerr), the oldest daughter of 











R. M. Edgar, passed away in 1935. She lived in 
Detroit, Michigan. Margaret Edgar, the second 
oldest daughter, who never married, lived in 
Calgary, where she passed away in 1946. Mrs. R. 
4H, Edgar continues to live in Red Deer. 


FLETCHER, CALVIN 

Cal Fletcher, born in Kansas, U.S.A. on May 
25, 1893, came to Alberta in 1914 from Seattle, 
Washington. He worked throught the threshing 
at Castor, Alberta. Following the threshing 
season he came to Eckville by C.P.R. where he 
was met by J. Kemila, the village mail-hauler. 
He spent some time visiting the Lewis Weeks 
family, then, when he was about to go back to the 
States, he was offered a job in the Co-op Store by 
‘Mr. Rogers, the manager of the store. He 
accepted this offer and worked in the store until 
spring. By this time he had decided to join the 
service, but as he had not seen his mother for 
five years, he thought he owed it to her to go back 
home to enlist since Canada and the United 
States were fighting on the same side. 

After serving in the Navy and Naval Aviation 
he came back fo Canada in the fall of 1919 with 
the intention of going into partnership with Mr. 
Rogers. They were unable to make a satisfactory 
deal, so he was “jack of all trades” around town, 
helping in all the stores and businesses except 
the blacksmith shop, which was then owned by 
Mr. McHatti 

Finally Cal went to work for Mike Sestrap 
where he was employed for five years. He was 
married during that time to Mae McNeil. Mae 
‘was one of eight children, six boys and two girls, 
‘The family resided in the Bluebell district. Her 
father, Hugh McNeil, was secretary-treasurer of 
the school for a number of years. Four of the 
MeNeil boys are now deceased—Herbert and 
Leonard in 1967, Gilbert in 1972 and Everett in 
1985. 

‘The Fletchers were active in the affairs of the 
village. Cal took time off from Sestraps to “work 
for the Lord”, as it was called. He helped move 
the old school house across country to its site in 
the village. Everyone in town had a hand in the 
moving. Eckville was a lively place those days, 
and Mr. Fletcher was in on most of the sports. A 
dance or boxing match could be gotten up on 
very short notice. Music for the dances was 
played by Mrs. Clausen and Carl Koots and wood 
and lights for the hall were donated. 

In 1924 the Fletchers left Eckville and Cal 
went to work for Jerry McDonell, in the store at 
Hespero, where he worked for 21'years. He then 
moved to British Columbia, where he bought a 
store and retired after he and Mae had operated 
it for 10 years. They are now living in Surrey, 
BC. 

‘The Fletchers had three children. Marjorie 
married John Sutela and is now living with her 
youngest daughter, Susanna, on the farm south 
‘of Hespero. Her eldest son, Calvin, lives at 
Sylvan Lake and has two children—Tracy and 
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Cory. Shirley lives in Lacombe and has two sons, 
Keliy and Michael Kendell. Byron is married 
and living in Red Deer. 

Kenneth lives in Aldergrove, B.C. and Is a 
dairy inspector for Safeway milk shippers. He 
and Alice have a son, Robert, 

Hazel lives in Burnaby, B.C. andis married to 
Maurice Illerbrun. They have three 
children—Barbara, Marilyn and Cheryl 
‘Maurice works in the logging industry. 


FOOTHILLS 4H PONY CLUB — by Violet 
Safron 

‘The Foothills 4-H Pony Club was organized in 
1964, being one of the first 4H Pony Clubs in 
Alberta. Gordon Ross was District Agriculturist 
in Rocky Mountain House, and he helped to get 
the Club off the ground, as no one had any idea of 
what it would entail. The first practice and 
meeting was held at Stan Marcineks, at Condor. 
The following officers were elected: Violet 
Safron, Leader; Douglas Ball of Benalto, Assis- 
tant Leader;' and the Senior Committee 
Members were Mrs. George Boles, Rocky Moun- 
tain House; Stan Mareinek, Condor; Norman 
and Marie Guenther, Alhambra; Roy Tubbs and 
Bill McKellar, Condor; and Harry Safron, Don 
Ross, Ewart MeDonald and Mary Cunningham 
(nee Storms), Eckville. 

Violet Safron and Doug Ball attended a 4-H 
Leader’s Conference in Edmonton in which all 
newly-formed clubs from Alberta gathered to ex- 
change ideas and to draw up a guide for 4-H Pony 
Clubs. 

For the first few years the club members 
would take a trail ride into the mountains. Don 
Ross, Ewart MeDonald and Roy Tubbs were 
trail guides, Marie Guenther and Bill McKellar 
were chief cooks, Harry Safron, Norman 
Guenther and Lloyd David were camp atten- 
dants, Zina Huss was dishwasher and Polly Ross 
was the “Tea Bag Lady”, the name she received 
because she was the only one who had brought 
tea bags — only four. She managed to save the 
bags by putting them on the clothes line to dry 
for re-use. Mrs. McKellar got to stay home and 
milk the cows. Jeanette (Pruden) Dyrland, 
James and Rodger Kinders, Johnny Bruinsmas 
and Wayne McTighe were evaluators. 

Willis and Doris MeGonigal (Searle grain 
elevator agent at Hespero and later at Eckville) 
helped organize many of the youth activities in 
the area. 

Violet Satron, with the assistance of Doug 
Ball and_a lot of support from the parents, 
trained 16 riders to do the musical ride which 
was performed at the Benalto Fair and at the 
Eckville Rodeo 

In 1969 the first 4-H Inter-Club Competitions 
were held in the Eckville Arena, with the Gllby 
Club and Foothills Club competing. Businessmen 
from Eckville donated travelling trophies and 
also a small trophy for the winner to keep. Later 








the Happy Hill 4-H Pony Club joined the Inter- 
Club competitions. 

In 1969 the Lloyd David, Robert Robin, Mary 
(Storms) Cunningham ‘and Harry Safron 
families all competed in the 4-H Rally at Lazy A 
Stables at Penhold. Each competitor from the 
‘club displayed a collection of ribbons at the end 
of a very successful day. 

In 1970 the club members attended the 4-H 
rally at Olds, again making a good representa- 
tion in the winners’ circle. On the way to the 
show, Lloyd David managed to tip the unpinned 
box off the three-ton truck, dumping four show 
horses into the ditch. They phoned ahead to Olds 
to delay the horse show, re-organized the truck, 
hauled one horse to the vets and continued on to 
Olds to compete in the show, winning several rib- 
bons. Neil Bott's horse needed a few stitches so 
he stayed behind, while Karen and Gerald David 
and Yvonne Robin’s horses continued on, a bit 
shook-up, but competed successfully, 

Also In 1970, the Club members, assisted by 
several parents, painted the tool sheds, posts, 
signs and whatever needed painting, plus a few 
members’ faces and hands, which didn’t need 
painting, at the Hespero, Eckville and 
ergreen Cemeteries. The paint was donated 
by the United Grain Growers. 

In 1971 a Five-Year Leadership Certificate 
was received by Violet Safron. 

‘The first 4-H Jamboree in the West Central 
Region was held at Wetaskiwin, July 25 and 26, 
1975, This fun-oriented wind-up activity for clubs 
and individuals involved in 4-H was hosted by the 
Wetaskiwin Chamber of Commerce, and was 
attended by the Cunningham, Glen Kleeberger, 
Jack Saari, Harry Safron’ and Jim Smith 
families. A similar affair was attended by the 
Club in 1976 in Camrose and 1977 will see the 
Jamboree in Rimbey. 

In 1976, the Club members and their families 
toured the well-known Spruce Meadows, in 
Calgary, and enjoyed a two-day Trail Ride along 
the Cline River, 

‘Several members attended the Public Speak- 
ing Workshops at Ponoka and Condor. 

In 1977 Five-Year Leadership Certificates 
were received by Mary Cunningham, Selma 
Saarl, Elsie Smith and Jim Smith. Ten-Year 
Leadership Certificates were received by Violet 
Safron and Harry Safron. 

‘On May 7, 1977 the Club members and several 
parents eagerly participated in the Highway 
Clean-Up, sponsored by the Alberta government, 
and cleaned 10 miles of Highway 11 from the 
Benalto Corner on west. 

‘To wind up the 1977 year, the Achievement 
Day took place on July 13 at the Eckville Arena, 
with Inter-Club following on July 15. The Awards 
Night concluded another successful year. 











MR. AND MRS. ED FRENCH — Information 
given by their daughter, Hazel Barrett 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Ed French and three daughters, 








along with Mr. and Mrs. Kirk and son arrived in 
Red Deer from Colorado, U.S.A. in 1902. This is 
the story as told by the second oldest daughter, 
Hazel. 

Father homesteaded at what is now Condor, 
in 1904, and moved the family to the homestead. 
Our first post office was in father’s home, until 
he built a store. Mr. Emberley, a neighbor, and 
father gave land for a railroad siding. This was 
a very important railway for the settlers in this 
new country — the Alberta Central Railway. I 
remember the men working on the grade, and 
also when the first train came through. 

Tt seems that it was 1908 when Prairle Rose 
‘School was built, It was a one-room school where 
nine grades were taught. Our first teacher, Mr. 
Dodson, was a kind man and was | well 
liked. "Miss Forsythe came next. Some 
others were Miss Philips, Miss Kellaway, Miss 
Patterson (Mrs. A. Holt), Miss Meston '(Mrs. 
Frank Patterson), Gertrude Reilly (Mrs. Robert 
Shaw), Ray McDougal and Earl Sully. These are 
some ‘of the teachers that I remember — 
doubtless there were others. 

‘Some of the old-timers that come to mind are: 
Emberly's Stockwell’s, Stroud’s, Blair's, 
McDonnell’, Raudebaugh’s, Patterson's, East 
man’s, Hewitt’s, Rutherford’s, Reilly's, Bar- 
ton’s, ‘Leask’s, Simon's, Hart's, Wright's and 
Harry Bice. 

Father was a kind person and was always 
ready to help his neighbors. Mother was always 
busy and efficient. We were by now a large fami- 
ly and all very happy and busy. Father sold the 
store and farm in 1920, and we moved to 
Washington State, U.S.A. 

Father and mother are both gone now, but it 
is wonderful that eight of us are still living and 
can get together quite often. Mother predeceased 
father by a few years, and Bertha, Effie and 
Ernest have also passed on. 


‘THE ELWOOD FRENCH FAMILY 
By Alys A. French 

Elwood was born in Grandview, Manitoba 
where he lived until moving to Drumheller in 
1929. In the fall of 1931 he came to the Shady Lane 
district with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. George 
French, and three sisters, Alice, Merle and Joy. 
His father had purchased a halt section of raw 
land from the C.P.R. This was about a mile north 
and across the road from the school, 

The first winter they lived in a house across 
the road from their property, which belonged to 
Oscar Oastrom. Elwood and his father cut logs in 
the bush near Bingley, and had them made into 
lumber at Ralph Evans’ sawmill. The following 
spring they used this lumber to build a house. 

In 1935 Elwood and I were married. I was the 
former Alys Maurer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Maurer of Clive. I had taught the Shady 
Lane school for the three previous years during 
which time I boarded with Mrs. Alice Campbell. 
We moved north of the Horseguard River. There 











he and his father farmed together until his 
parents moved to Didsbury in 1942 and he took 
over the farm. 

‘Elwood spent long hours working on the land 
and doing chores but found time to play softball 
and do some fishing. These being part of the 
depression years, most recreation and entertain- 
ment was in the district or close to it. While we 
were here three daughter, Doreen, Carole, and 
Audrey were born. T was also during this time 
that I spent three more years teaching, one and a 
half years at Wolfe school and the same amount 
at Shady Lane, 

Having decided to discontinue farming, we 
left this district in October, 1948, and moved to 
Didsbury. Elwood started doing carpenter work 
and after erecting one house there, went to work 
in the Drumheller district. The girls and T 
remained in Didsbury until the summer of 1949 
when we joined Elwood. In the summer of 1951 
we bought our present home in Drumheller. 

Elwood has recently retired after having 
worked for Holmen Construction Company for 
over 25 years. Both of us enjoy gardening, work- 
Ing with flowers and in the yard in general. I 
spent nine years doing substitute teaching here 
In the Drumheller Valley and during the last 
five or six years have devoted a great deal of 
time to various crafts — bead work, chenille and 
feather crafts, ceramics, needlework, and other 
things. 

As Verlayne was born in Drumheller we now 
have four daughters. Doreen is Mrs. Donald 
Ross, has three children — Kim, Lori and Susan 
— and the five live in Lethbridge. Carole is 
married to Robert Anderson and they are living 
in Michigan, U.S.A. with their son Perry and 

\dopted Korean daughter, Tanya. Audrey lives 
Calgary and Verlayne, her husband, Arvin 

Hoperaft, and son Shane have recenily left 

Whitecourt to take up residence in Calgary. 

We have many fond memories of our years 
spent In the Shady Lane district. On occasion we 
are privileged to be in that vicinity. We enjoy 
visiting with friends and former neighbors, hear- 
ing about and seeing the progress of the people 
and just relaxing in that part of Alberta which 
provides such beauty of nature. 


‘THE GEORGE FRID FAMILY 

At the turn of the century, western Canada 
and particularly Alberta, was a beehive of activi- 
ty. People from Europe, Asia, the British Isles 
and the United States swarmed here to take up 
homesteads. In Hamilton, Ontario, Alfred Frid, 
too, had heard of the $10 homesteads that one 
could file for; so full of hope and enthusiasm, he 
and his two teen-aged sons, George and Ernest, 
took the train to Central Alberta. 

On March 15, 1905 they arrived in Red Deer. 
‘The following day they bought three teams of 
horses and three sleighs and set off for the Dia- 
mond Valley area. It was here they rented a 
small shack on SE 17-38-3-W5, the quarter that 
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the Diamond Valley cemetery is now located on. 
Three days later Alfred, George and Ernest Frid 
were hauling lumber from the Petteffer Lumber 
Mills, west of Evergreen, in to Red Deer. It is in- 
teresting to note that in 1906 they hauled the last 
load of lumber by sleigh on the 15th of May. 

During the summer months George took 
many different jobs. He worked for MacIntyre 
Ranches at High River, helped put in the base- 
ment for the new Hudson’s Bay store in Calgary, 
worked on the Alberta Central Railroad west of 
Alhambra, and at a sawmill in Fernie, B.C. 
Gradually he put aside a little bit of money and in 
11908 he filed on a homestead two miles north of 
Condor. 

In 1908 Alfred Frid filed on NW 19-38-3-W5, 
which is presently owned by Alfred’s grandson 
and George's son, John Frid. In 1912 Alfred Frid, 
who wasn't cut out to be a farmer, decided to 
take his family back to Hamilton. George and 
Stanley decided that they would stay on the farm 
and give it another try. George and his father 
traded homesteads, and George moved to NE 19- 
38-3.W5, which was adjoining his brother 
Stanley’s quarter. Alfred later sold the land he 
traded with George to Sam Barton. After he had 
sold the land, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Frid, Ernest, 
Norman and Beatrice returned to Hamilton. 

On October 29, 1912 George married his 
childhood sweetheart, Elizabeth Clutton, from 
Hamilton, and they started farming in earnest. 
‘The 12 acres of land which was mainly plowed by 
a walking plow was gradually increased. With 
Stan and George sharing their machinery, costs 
and expenses, it wasn’t too long before they were 
able to buy a P & O Sulky plow and a hay mower. 
‘They always used Bill Whittle’s hayrake — there 
was a lot of machinery swapping in those days. 

Credit must be given to the young bride, who 
soon learned to bake bread, milk cows, raise 
chickens and turkeys, and can wild’ fruit 
Blueberries and saskatoons were abundant, She 
also looked after her beautiful flower garden; a 
hobby she pursued throughout the years. The 
years were lean, and at times George shot par- 
iridge and rabbits, which were plentiful, and 
these made a tasty addition to the meals. George 
often said if it hadn’t been for the wild fruit, par- 
trldge and hope, they would have given up farm- 
ing. Mrs. Frid was exceptionally capable. She 
always had her housework done so when George 
needed her for piling brush or burning it, stook- 
ing, stacking bundles or hay, or later on to run 
the binder, or just doing the chores, she was 
always there. 

‘Their son John was born in August, 1913 and 
Ella was born in 1915. 

‘Nineteen sixteen was a great year for the 
Frids, for now they were able to communicate 
with their friends and relatives via the 
telephone. The exchange was at Ericksons. 
‘There were many happy occasions, church ser 
vices held in private homes, community picnics, 
berry picking, ball games, swimming, horseshoe 














‘George Frid plowing the virgin sil 


pitching or friendly visits with neighbors and 
relatives. They of course had no TV's in that era, 
but they bought their first radio in 1925. 

In 1922 George bought his first car, a second- 
hand Model T Ford, for the sum of $125. This was 
a source of great pleasure for the family for they 
‘would now be able to get to Red Deer in less than. 
two and a half hours — a distance of 30 miles. 

In October 1924 George joined the Knights of 
Pythias Lodge in Eckville and held a continuous 
membership until he passed away in 1975. 

In 1929 George bought a brand new tractor — 
a John Deere — for $1,040. He now had three 
quarters of land, and John was more than willing 
to run the new tractor. 

George Frid was president of the Mutual 
‘Telephone Association of Eckville for several 
years, and was a recipient of one of the first 
trophies in the “Save the Soll Campaign” in 1949, 
‘Through the years he had seen many changes, 
especially in home improvements and farming 
methods — from the coal-oil lamp and the scrub 
board to electric lights and automatic washers 
and driers; and from the horse-operated 
threshing machines to our present day com- 
bines. 

‘Mrs. Frid passed away in February 1965; 
thelr daughter Ella married James Tullock and 
they lived in the Diamond Valley district. They 
had three daughters — Evangeline, Jean (Ham- 
mond) and Susan (Krest). Ella passed away in 
1943. George passed away in 1975. They are 
buried in the Hespero cemetery. 

We salute Mr. and Mrs. Frid and the people of 
the “Pioneer Era”, we respect the many 
hardships they endured and we thank them for 
the pathways they paved for future generations, 
‘Truly these pioneers left us a legacy and a 
heritage of which we can well be proud. 











JOHN ALFRED FRID FAMILY — by John Frid 

Twas born on my parents’ farm, NW 19-38-3- 
W5, on August 28, 1913; the first child of George 
and Elizabeth Frid. Mrs. O’Brien and Mrs. Whit- 
‘le were with mother when I arrived; my father 
had gone to Innisfail (to the nearest doctor) to 








get the doctor, but by the time they arrived home 
Twas already in the picture and trying out my 
lungs. My sister Ella was born April, 1915, with 
the same two ladies In attendance, 

We children had the usual good times and 
problems of all small children. I started school in 
1920 after the Easter holidays. The three and 
one-fourth miles to the Daisy Nook school 
seemed such a long way from home. My first 
teacher was Miss Innis; she later married Alf 
Rasmussen, a neighbor of ours. My second 
teacher, Miss Ucheeta, was the younger sister of 
the first Japanese girl born in Canada. My sister 
started school in 1922; and we rode double on an 
old sway-backed mare named Jess. Now old Jess 
had a very bad habit of shying at everything that 
moved; consequently we kids were always look- 
ing for fallen trees, stumps or fences to be able to 
get on her again. I think she really enjoyed dis- 
mounting us because she seemed to have that 
certain glint in her eyes whenever she unloaded 
ust 

Learned my first money in the fall of 1923. 1 
was to get the sum of 10 cents a night to bring in 
the neighbour's cows from the pasture and put 
them in the corral. Here I was, only 10 years 
old, and I was rich! I earned the huge sum of 
$6.10. [forget what I spent my money on, but Ido 
remember buying a pair of spring skates; the 
kind that clamp on a pair of heavy boots. 








Stooking grain - 1923, Beatrice Frid (Standing), John and Eli 
by testo. 


I continued school until 1928, when I passed 
my Grade Eight exams. I had hopes of going to 
Olds Agricultural College in 1930. However, the 
Depression and hail storms dashed those plans, 
80 I stayed on the farm with my dad. I would go 
out with the threshing crew each fall, and in this 
way I made enough money to carry me through 
until the next harvest. Dad and I would also go 
‘out to do custom breaking for the nelghbours, us- 
ing our tractor. We got $4. per acre and on a 
good day, barring break-downs, we could break 
six acres. 

In the winter of 1938-1939 we decided we would 
log out our west timber stand, as we needed 
lumber to do some buflding. We bought a sawmill 
and set it up. That spring we sawed about 60,000 








feet of lumber. I was going with Annie Hollander 
and we were making plans to be married in the 
fall of 1941. The lumber would come in handy for 
building a house and other buildings we would 
need. 

Dad and I did not have much experience in 
carpentry, but “where there’s a will, there’s a 
way", and in the spring we started building my 
house. By fault and error we went along, learn- 
ing as we progressed, and by fall we had the 
house partially finished. Through the years we 
replaced every building on the farm, with Dad 
and me doing the carpentry work. We feel 
justifiably proud to think that we have one of the 
finer farmsteads in the district. 

Annie and I got married on November 19, 
1941, 

‘Annie writes: I was born Annie Antonette 
Hollander on May 13, 1917, daughter of Joseph 
and Antonette Hollander, who immigrated from 
Bohemia, Czechoslovakia to the U.S.A. in 1905, 
and came from Fernie, B.C. to their homestead 
two miles south of Gaetz school in 1909. I was 
their fifth child; sister Mary was the eldest, then 
Joseph, Helen, Millan, me, and Josephine. We all 
attended Gaetz school. I started school after 
Easter in 1924 with Mr. August Matthews as my 
first teacher, I finished Grade 10 in 1933 with 
Mrs. Jonas Anderson as my teacher. 

In the fall of 1934 I went to work as a clerk for 
‘Yon’s Store in Alhambra. I worked for Mr. von 
Hollen until the fall of 1939. When I started work- 
ing I got the wonderful wage of $10. plus room 
and board per month. Through the months my 
wages increased until I was earning $22.50. In the 
fall of 1939 T was offered a position with 
Lawrence Ltd. in Red Deer for $10 a week and I 
took it. Unfortunately, I had not taken into con- 
sideration my room and board, which was $17.50 
per month, so this was not much of a promotion! 

‘When John and I were married we started our 
life together with very little money, and, 
although the house was new, it was far from be- 
ing finished on the Inside. We had a few pots and 
pans, no furniture to speak of, and a big wood- 
pile outside the door. We had to haul or carry 
water from across the road for three years, until 
we could afford to have a well drilled. 1 
remember how lonesome I was the first year, 
and how happy I was when John would come in 
from the field. I'd run out to meet him — with two 
water pails. It seemed as though the water can 
was always empty! 

Our house had been built in a grain field 
across from John’s parents’ house. There was no 
grass around the house — just plowed ground 
and a sea of mud when it rained. We summer- 
fallowed our future house yard in 1942. In the 
spring of 1943 we started’ to plant trees and 
seeded some grass. Every evening after the 
chores were done John would dig a half dozen or 
eight holes for the trees; then we would go across 
the road for a barrel or two of water for the trees. 
The next day I would take a spade and the 
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wheelbarrow, and go over to the Moyles farm, 
which was just across the road and south of our 
place. The Moyles family had left several years 
prior to this and there was no one living there, 
but they surely had lovely little spruce trees 
back in the bush. I planted over 60 spruce trees 
that year. We hauled water whenever it was dry, 
and had to replace only one tree. Looking back 
today, we are glad we did this, and, although we 
have added several hundred more trees in the 
years that came, we still think that those little 
spruce trees were the loveliest. 

John’s sister Ella died in 1943, leaving behind 
three little girls. Susan was only four months old, 
and she came to live with us. Now we hada baby 
in our home! In June, 1944 our son Kenneth 
arrived on the scene, and in July, 1948 our 
daughter Frances joined us. In the fall of 1948, 
Susan's father, who by then had remained, took 
Susan home with him. She had to start school and 
become one of the family. Susan returned in 1957 
and stayed with us until 1961, when she married 
Robert Krest. They live in Blackfalds and have 
‘two children, Brian and Annette. 

Kenneth is married and has a family of three 
boys. They live across the road from us, Frances 
married Roy Lapp in 1967, and they live in 
Sherwood Park, east of Edmonton. 

John continues with his story: I joined the 
Knights of Pythias Lodge in May, 1933, In 1949 1 
had the honor of being elected to a chair in the 
Grand Lodge of Alberta, and in 1957 was elected 
as Grand Chancellor ‘of Alberta. In 1966 I 
represented Alberta at Supreme Sessions in In- 
dianapolis, Indiana, and again in 1968 at 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. I am a present 
member of Success Lodge No. 33 Innisfail. Annie 
Joined the Pythian Sisters Peace Temple No. 8 
Innisfail in 1965. She 1s a Past Chief and also a 
member of Grand Temple. 

We have both been involved in all community 
activities such as Fish and Game Association, 
Unifarm, Hall and Cemetery Boards, Ladies 
Ald, and our Baptist Church. We both love 
fishing, camping and the great outdoors. 

We have had a very good life here on the 
farm, especially now that we only grain farm. 
We hope to continue farming as long as our 
health will permit us to do so; then someone else 
can take over. We are thankful that we have been 
given the privilege to live in a country where 
freedom still reigns, and hope that we have been 
an asset to our community and our country. 


HESPERO-ECKVILLE AIRPORT — NE 2648-5. 
3 

‘The Hespero-Eckville Airport came into ex- 
istence in 1945. The dirt work was done with a 60 
Caterpillar and a pull-type grader. 

‘The first aircraft stationed there was a 
Fairchild 24 C.F.-AZT on November 13, 1953, 

In 1959 the air strip was upgraded to meet 
government standards for registration, It was 
registered under Waskasoo Aviation Ltd. for 

















several years. Due to the fact the Penhold Air 
Base was military, only this alr strip was used as 
the Red Deer air strip for training students. 

Mr. Pat Johnson, of Red Deer, was the in- 
structor. The planes used for training students 
were an Ercope, Aronka, Tri-pacer. 

Runway lights were installed in the fall of 1976 
and completed in the spring of 1977. 


HESPERO COMMUNITY HALL 

Among the first halls in the Eckville district 
to be built was the Hespero Community Hall. A 
number of young men returned from the war 
with an incentive to build a place for social 
gatherings and community get-togethers, such 
as were found in the British and European com- 
munities. 

On December 15, 1922 the Hespero Industrial 
Society was formed in order to comply with the 
government regulations before a license could 
be issued for a public community hall. The first 
five trustees of the Society were Robert H. 
Edgar, John W. Lawson, George A. Frid, Joseph 
Nelson and Douglas Snider, and the secretary- 
treasurer was Gerry MacDonnell. The original 
hall (which burned down in 1937) was built just 
north of the present one. 

Several men started construction, and 
planned a box social for the grand opening night 
in the first part of 1924. However, when the day 
arrived the fir flooring material had not yet 
arrived, but as luck would have it, the train 
arrived’ at 4:00 p.m. with the much-needed 
material. With the help of 30 men, the floor was 
laid and the box social and dance was in full 
swing by 9:00 p.m. the same night. It is under- 
stood that some of the highest priced boxes sold 
for $50 — almost like spending $100 today. There 
must have been some hungry men, preity girls, 
or too much moonshine! The orchestra was 
Harold Bone’s of Red Deer and Pat Murphy was 
the auctioneer. 

Each year an annual dance was held to com- 
memorate the hall. Before the hall was built the 
people of the community would gather in the 
back of the Hespero store, but with no heat there, 
‘the need for a new building was urgent. The hall 
was used for many functions, and in 1937, as it 
was being heated for a church service it became 
overheated and was destroyed by fire. 

‘A meeting was held at the Hespero store on 


espero Hall on ire. 

















December 11, 1937 to consider rebuilding. 
Another meeting was held in the first part of 1938 
and the final go-ahead was given by the 
members to construct another hall. A plece of 
land was donated by Gerry Macdonnell, and con- 
struction began with Eino Lind the contractor. A 
noted feature in the halll is a moosehead hanging 
on the north wall, which was donated by Carl 
Barhan. The Society bought a plano from one of 
the Macdonnell girls, also card tables were 
purchased. It is known that as many as 26 tables 
were filled when card parties were held. Where 
are our card players today? 

In the early records of the hall it is shown that 
they had enough interested people to maintain 
ladies’ and mens’ entertainment committees, 
lunch committees, an auditor was elected, as 
well as the usual slate of officers. 

Annual dances are still being held, as well as, 
wedding dances, showers, turkeys suppers, card 
parties and Christmas and Halloween parties. 
For those people who knew what it was like to go 
to the outdoor “johns” in those days, these are 
being replaced by indoor facilities. These 
renovations were carried out in 1977 

‘The names of some of those who served on the 
hall board and as members include: the Mac- 
donnell family, Mr. and Mrs, A. Threadgold, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. J. Fletcher, the Hartley family, Mr. 
Curtis Grant, Mr. 0. J. Miller, Mrs. A. Cordon, 
Miss B. Baldwin, Mr. A. Spearing, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Tulloch, the Elmer Coles’, the Stan 
McCreights’, George Currie, Mrs, Nora 
McCuish, Jack and Nelmi Torsti; and more re- 
cent members include Kults, Peitikanens, Maki, 
Kelms, Dares, Patjas, Gordons, Kangas’, 
Syrens, Strems, Lahtl and Lind, and many more 
too numerous to mention. This is an example of 
many people supporting their community hall, 
We hope the spirit continues today! 

‘Mr. Sedric Peitikanen served for a great 
number of years as janitor, something like 22 
years, also Ronnie Kult as hall manager, in the 
more recent years of operation. Their dedication 
is most appreciated. We also are grateful to 
‘those who carried on before us to keep a place for 
our children to use when they grew up. 


HESPERO LADIES’ AID 

‘The first recorded minutes of the Hespero 
Ladies’ Aid are dated December 9, 1937. The 
membership at that date included, Mrs. J. C. 
Hartley, Mrs. G. H. Macdonnell, Mrs. C. Gant, 
Mrs. J. Spence, Mrs. D. Snider, Mrs. C. Fletcher, 
‘Mrs. W. Edgar, Mrs. W. Whittle, and Mrs. C. 
Schuneman. Funds were raised by various enter- 
tainments. The first annual supper was held in 
the fall of 1938 which amounted to $27.25 and was 
a reasonable sum of money at that time. Gift 
parcels were mailed to the men and women, in 
the forces during 1939 to 1946. Donations were 
also given to help built the Hespero Church and 
to the upkeep of the church and the manse at 
Eckville. The “Aid” was always ready to give to 





























any needy project in the community and their 
annual suppers were an event supported and en- 
joyed to the present date. The Hespero Church 
was closed in 1974 and sold to the town of In- 
nisfail. The congregations amalgamated with St. 
Pauls Presbyterian Church in Eckville. Thus the 
Hespero Ladies Aid came to an end after many 
years of friendship, meetings and assistance 
‘with many worth while cause. The last recorded 
minutes are dated May 7, 1975. 


HESPERO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

In 1937 Rev. Campbell, who was stationed at 
Eckville, conducted church services, which were 
held in the Hespero Community Hall. The hall 
was destroyed by fire and services were discon- 
tinued. 

In 1938, plans were laid for the erection of a 
church building and a very successful, every 
person visitation was made to solicit funds. ‘The 
late Eino Lind, a local carpenter, with the aid of 
volunteers erected the building on the property 
donated by G. H, Macdonnell. The board of 
managers consisted of: William Edgar, 
Reginald Tisdale and Robin Hartley. Mrs. G. H. 
Macdonnell was the organist and she was 
assisted by Mrs. Douglas Snider. 

‘A congregational meeting was held February 
190, and a board of managers elected, con 
sisting of: Mr. James Spence, Mr. Douglas 
Snider, Mr. Elmer Cole and Reginald Tisdale. 

‘The ministers during the years were: Mr. 
Fraser, Miss Ruby Walker, Rev. McGregor, 
Rev. D. L. Crocker, Rev. Coles, Rev. A. F. 
Howich, Rev, Kingsley King, Rev. Glen Marsh, 
Rev. A. L. Sutherland, Mr. Ken Grant, Rev. 
Peter Walter, Rev. Sheldon McKenzie, Miss Iris 
Ford, Rev. B.S. Hartley, Rev. K. G. Knight, 
Rev. ‘Bob Burion and Rev. Sidney Chang. 

In 1945 a church manse was purchased for 
$5000. Mrs. Ruth Logan organized a choir which 
was an asset to the church. The first wedding 
performed in the church was between Miss Mary 
Brown and Mr. Harry Medin, which was per- 





‘Opening of the Hespeco Church See. 28,1938 

















formed by Rev. R. A. Sinclair. On Sunday, 
November 24, 1968 the 20th anniversary was 
celebrated. 

In 1972-73 many members had moved away 
and the attendance became so small that the 
Church congregation amalgamated with 
Eckville. The building was sold and moved to In- 
nisfail. 


‘THE HEWITT STORY 

Mr. R. G. Hewitt came to Canada in 1904 to 
Manna, Saskatchewan, later coming to Condor 
in 1908, where he homesteaded. Mrs. Hewitt 
came to Canada in 1912. She was to come over on 
the Titanic, but changed berths with a girl 
friend, 50, came on the Empress of Ireland which 
she nursed on. She came to Red Deer and met 
Mr. Hewitt and they were married in the Gaetz 
Church. She nursed at Condor for a number of 
years, all through the flu epidemic, My sister 
Vera was born in 1916, while my father was 
overseas. He went over with the 50th Battalion in 
1915. He returned home in 1918. 1, George Hewitt, 
was born at Condor in 1919. My mother nursed 
with Dr. Backus for several years. Our first 
school was Prairie Rose, north and west of Con- 
dor. 

We moved from Condor to Red Deer in 1928 
where my mother had a nursing home and my 
father worked at the Red Deer Hospital. In 1932, 
we went to Calgary where Mother ran a nursing 
home at 1404 West Mount Boulevard. Then, the 
depression hit, so we moved back to Condor in 
1936, 

In 1940, I, George, married Caroline Walsh. In 
1941, T went into the Army. My father went to 
Penhold to the Airbase. In 1943, sister, Vera, 
Joined the navy. After the war, Dad retired to 
Red Deer and sold his farm at Condor. In 1946, 
rented the farm, also worked for Frank Barton. 
Later, I moved to my own farm at Butte, Alta, 

In’ 1954, Mother went to Rose Haven, 
Camrose, where she stayed until she passed 
away in 1964 aged 91. My father went to live with 














Vera In B.C, in 1955, where he passed away in 
June 1956. He was brought back to Red Deer 
where Mother and Father rest in peace. 

My sister Vera, Mrs. T, MacDonald and hus- 
band live in Vancouver, B.C. (no family). 

Caroline and I have seven children, Robert, 
Carol, Danny, Gary, Charlotte, Larry and 
Sheila. We now have sixteen grandchildren. 

‘This is the life story of my folks as well as I 
can remember. 
Some of our early neighbors were 
Neigards, Clements, Alberta, Jennings, Waldos 
and Wardens, 














‘THE HICKS STORY 

Grant Hicks with his parents Mr. and Mrs. 
Hicks homesteaded E-15-39-4.W5. They built a 
frame house. They donated the land for Shady 
Lane school. They boarded the teacher for a 
while. They stayed only a few years and their 
land was sold to Macdonnells in Hespero, ‘Then 
they moved away. The house was moved to 
Hespero and was in use for many years. 





HORNBY, WILLIAM AND ROSELLA 

William and Rosella Hornby came to Canada 
from England in about 1910 and settled in the 
Nateby area with their two daughters — Miriam 
aged elght and Una aged five. Their son Jack 
was born three years later. 

After many years of hardships and drought on 
the prairie, Mr. Hornby and family moved to the 
Condor district in approximately 1933 about one 
mile west of Condor corner and one and a half 
miles south. By this time their daughter Miriam 
had married Robert Lindsay and they were on 
thelr own, 

‘The Hornbys moved into a log cabin in the 
middle of their quarter. Being close to a road 
was no major concern — the roads were only 
muddy trails. 

The cabin was one large room and the 
bedrooms were in the attic. They made their liv- 
ing there as most others did — they had a few 
pigs and milked cows. 

However they didn’t stay long in the old log 
cabin, infested with mice and the cracks filled 
with old rags to try to keep out the cold winds. 
Spring came in March that year and the crops 
were put in early with horses. By May, a big 
snowstorm arrived, dumping large amounts of 
wet snow on everything. Thelr next house, a 
bungalow was built at the edge of thelr quarter 
by Mr. Hornby and his son-in-law, Robert Lind- 
say. Next came a large high barn and upon its 
completion Bob danced the Highland Fling on 
the top of the roof much to the consternation of 
the womenfolk. 

‘Mr. Hornby was a gardener at heart and upon 
his retirement in 1942, when he sold his farm to 
his son-in-law, he gardened to his heart’s content 
on a small acreage on the same farm. About this, 
time their daughter Una, went out to work, first 














at Hespero, then on to Red Deer where she has 
kept house for various people since. 

‘After a few years on the acreage, Mr. and 
Mrs: Hornby moved their house to an acreage in 
the town of Condor. Here Mrs, Hornby was very 
active in their church Mission Circle Group, 
Over the years she had taught Sunday School at 
Northup School and again when they moved to 
town, Mr. Hornby was very crippled with 
arthritis and this was their main reason for mov- 
ing to the Twilight Cottages in Red Deer where 
they resided until their passing, William in 1957 
and Rosella in 1967. 

‘Their son Jack Hornby married Elizabeth 
(Betty) Munro and lived on the present Herb von 
Hollen farm during their early married life. Jack 
was in the Army during the war but never made 
it overseas because of a hand injury sustained 
earlier. Their son, Howard was born while they 
lived in the Condor area. 





Jack and Betty Hornby. 1937. 


Following discharge from the Army, Jack 
had a blacksmith shop In Condor and also spent a 
number of years in Nordegg working with the 
mining company. It was here their daughter, 
Betty June, was born. Later Jack and his family 
moved to Condor where he spent a number of 
years as a Grain Elevator Agent. Betty was ac- 
tive in the Home and School Association and also 
in local church work at Condor Mission. They 
finally took up residence in Edmonton where 
Jack worked as a maintenance man at the 
Charles Camsell Hospital. 

‘Their son Howard is married with a family of 
four and is living in Bowden, Alberta where he is 
in the construction business. Their daughter, 
Betty June married Raymond Hillman (former” 
ly of Eckville). They have a family of four and 
are presently living in Michigan where they are 
in the ministry. 


GEORGE JAYES FAMILY 

My Father, George Jayes was born in 
Powassan, Ontario. After spending some time in 
California'as a cook in lumber camps, he came to 
Alberta in 1908 and took up a homestead in the 
Pitcox district (later known as Hespero). 














In 1912 my Mother, Mrs. Rachel Tweed who 
was a widow with two children, a daughter 
Keitha who later became Mrs. Fred Bott and a 
son Leland, came from Towa to spend the winter 
‘with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Rasmus, 
her brother Ben and sister Mr. and Mrs. Eli 
Anderson. Here she met my Father who was a 
bachelor. She returned to Towa in 1913 and sold 
her home there and came back to Alberta, bring- 
Ing a carload of furniture and a nearly new top 
buggy which hadn’t sold at her farm sale. She 
rented a log house and Keitha and Leland 
attended Shady Lane school which had been built 
that year. 

In the spring of 1914 Mother and Dad drove to 
Red Deer and were married and the next year I 
was born. In the fall of 1915 we moved to a farm 
at Castor. We drove, taking the chickens, two 
pigs, calves and camping equipment on a 
hayrack. Leland and Fred Bott were on 
horseback chasing the cattle. Weather was good 
and the trip took eight days —a distance of about 
150 miles. In 1917 my brother Elmer (Bud) was 
born. 

‘The first good crop was hailed out and after 
they had a few dry years, in 1921 Dad decided to 
move back to his homestead in the Hespero dis- 
friet. By now Condor had a post office and a 
store. In the spring of 1922 I had to start school 
and walked the mile and a half to Shady Lane — 
Dad was on the school board for a few years. 

Tn the summer of 1922 my sister Nellie was 
born. In winters Dad worked in sawmills to 
suppiement the farm income. 

Mother passed away in January 1929 and the 
same year in May Dad passed away. They are 
both buried in the Leslieville cemetery. Bud, 
Nellie and I went to live with our brother Leland 
‘Tweed who had recently married Grace O'Neal 
from Towa, and was living on a farm near Con- 
dor. We then attended Prairie Rose School. 

In 1934 I married Ernest (Johnnie) 
Rasmussen, youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. Nels 
Rasmussen, pioneers of the Condor and Bluebell 
districts. We farmed his home place for a 
number of years and in 1945 we moved to the 
Faweett district north of Edmonton where we 
Dullt and operated a service station and cafe for 
a few years, on Highway 44, later selling it and 
buying a farm north of Ciyde in the Nestow area. 

We had three children, the oldest, Gerald, is a 
shop foreman for Finning Tractor in Nanaimo, 
B.C. He married Ann Galleberg from Big Valley 
and they have three children, Daryl, Lisa and 
Dary. Stanley, the second boy is a truck driver 
and is presently working for the Government. 
Our daughter Bonnie married Curtis Wright 
from Vancouver, a heavy duty mechante; they 
have one son Jeffery and live in the Nestow dis. 
trict. 

‘Bud served overseas in the Second World War 
and on his return in 1945 started driving a bus, a 
position he still holds, driving from Red Deer to 
Consort. He bought the home place and still 
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farms it, He married Blanche Housen a nurse 
from Alix and they make their home in Red 
Deer. They have two daughters, Patricla, a 
nursé at the Red Deer General Hospital and 
married to Dave Slebold, and Sheila who is in her 
third year of University’ In Edmonton. 

Nellie took a hairdressing course in Calgary, 
and in 1946 married Richard Rasmussen, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Rasmussen of the Flatbush 
district. Nellie and Richard farmed in that area 
for several years before moving to Westlock 
where Nellie works at Pembina Lodge, a Senior 
Citizens Home, and Richard works in Clyde for 
Stelgers, a farm equipment dealer for White and 
Hesston. They have one son, Lee, who is appren- 
ticing in Westlock at Doherty's garage. He 
married Penny Greig and they have one son 
Greg. Their daughter Janene lives at home and 
is cashier at a Red Rooster store in Westlock. A 
foster daughter Virginia is married to Ray Day 
and lives in Matsqui, B.C. They have two 
children. 

My husband Ernest passed away in 1975 and 
is buried in the Nestow cemetery. 





JENNINGS, JOSEPH (JOE) 
Joseph, (Joe), Jennings was born in 1892 in 
CamGloster-Giastershire, England. Educated in 
England until 14, Had his training as a sailor on 
the ship Warspite. Transferred to the Merchant 
Service on the Warwick and was petty officer. He 
came to Canada in 1910 to Carnduff, 
‘Saskatchewan living with his sister and brother- 
in-law, Beatrice and Sidney Hopkins. They lived 
in a mud house. Just two boys immigrated to 
Canada in 1911 and 1912, Horace and Frank. 
‘The three boys homesteaded at High Point, 
Saskatchewan, Joe joined the First Canadian 
Division in Regina when the First War broke out. 
Honorably discharged in Calgary, March 1919, 
In 1919, through the Soldiers Settlement 
Board, Joe bought a quarter sectlon at Condor. 


Mrs. Jennings with daughter Joyce on her ne. Two fiends from 
England in centr. Joe Jennings on ight 











He married Rosa A. Bridges September 19, 1920, 
in St. Lukes Anglican Church, Red Deer. 

‘Mrs. Jennings was born in Finchley, London, 
England, July 7, 1891. 

‘They found times very hard and money very 
scarce. Joe sold his homestead in Saskatchewan 
for $300. Mrs. Jennings found a good friend in 
Emily Meeres who showed her how to clean her 
first chicken, and bake her first loaf of bread. 

‘Joe was on the Condor school board in the 
‘1930's and was secretary for U.F.A, He was also 
on the executive of the Alberta Wheat Pool. 

Children born to Mr. and Mrs. J. Jennings: 

Joyce — born June 6, 1921. 

Jack — born March 18, 1923 — Mrs. Jennings 
almost died having this baby. The doctor was 
late and Mrs. Eastman, the midwife, helped 
mother and baby until the doctor arrived. Roads 
were terrible. Dr. Grant of Sylvan Lake had 
chains on all wheels, 

‘Yvonne — born September 14, 1924 — named 
“Yvonne Grant” in tribute to Dr. Grant who 
saved the life of her and her son Jack previously. 

Elizabeth Emily — born February 26, 1927 — 
taught school for a number of years. 

Frank Henry — born March 16, 1934 — 
drowned in Sylvan Lake, 1942. 

Richard Joseph — born June 14, 1936 — Jack 
and Richard (Dick) both still farm at Condor. 

Both Joyce and Yvonne served in the war 
with the C.W.A.C. 

Jack never passed the medical so was not 
allowed to go. Joe, the father served on the 
homeguard. Mrs. ‘Jennings was an ardent 
worker in the Red Cross. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jennings left the farm in 1948.49 
and moved to Red Deer. They moved back in 
1950 to the original Barton home in the town of 
Condor. However, returned to Red Deer in 1958. 

Mr.’ Jennings’ passed away November 26, 
1976. Mrs. Jennings resides in Red Deer Nursing 
Home. She suffered a stroke seven years ago and 
is confined to wheel chair. However, is still alert 
and has contributed much as has her husband to 
our country and especially to Condor district. 
She is a talented painter and writer but hasn't 
been able to do elther very well since her stroke. 














KAIKKONEN, PAUL 

Paul Kaikkonen Sr. of Hespero, Alberta, N 1- 
39-4.W5, was born in Finland on June 21, 1883. He 
immigrated to the United States of America in 
the early 1900's, where he obtained employment 
in a coal mine at Sand Coulee, Montana. He 
made a trip back to his homeland in the year 
1905. He spent a year there, then returned to 
Sand Coulee where he worked in the coal mines 
‘until he got hurt in 1907. Upon recovering from 
his injuries he met and married Anna Kaisa 
Waisanen, who also had immigrated to Sand 
Coulee from Finland. She operated a boarding 
house with her sister, Lili Holm. A daughter, 
Lydia, was born on December 3, 1911, and one 
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son, Charlle, on February 11, 1913, while they 
were living in Sand Coulee. 

In the meantime Paul Sr. had read about 
homestead land being sold in’Alberta, Canada, 
160 acres for $10. In 1912, he and his brother-in- 
law, Everet Saarela, came to Red Deer, Alberta, 
looking for land. The land office in Red Deer sent 
them out west to Condor and Leslieville to look 
over some homesteads that were available. Paul 
Kaikkonen filed on a homestead one-half mile 
‘west of the Condor Post Office and store that was 
operated by a family by the name of Al French. 
Everet Saarela filed on a homestead eight and 
one-half miles north of Condor, on top of a hill, 
past the Blueberry Valley School. Paui 
Kaikkonen’s other brother-in-law, Matt Uitto 
and wife, were already settled at Blueberry 
Valley School District at the time, so they stayed 
with them while looking for land. 

In July of 1913, Paul Kaikkonen and family, 
Everet Saarela and family, along with Frank 
Holm and family, loaded their goods into a 
railroad boxcar and shipped them to Red Deer as 
the Canadian Pacific Railroad was not com- 
pleted yet. The three families drove out from 
Red Deer to their homesteads by horse and 
wagon which they had brought along with them. 

‘The railroad was completed to Condor and on 
to Rocky Mountain House in the fall of 1913. ‘The 
C.N.R. was already in at the time, past Eckville 
and Leslieville and to Nordegg. 

Later on, after building a house and barn at 
Condor (which are still standing), Paul 
Kaikkonen and Everet Saarela went working at 
the coal mines at Saunders Creek and Alexo, 
Alberta. Four more children were born at Con: 
dor — Lily on September 11, 1914, Paul Jr. on 
January 1, 1916, Willie on March 26, 1917, and Ed- 
die on August 28, 1918. Then Nielo was born on 
October 15, 1928 at Hespero, Alberta. 





Paul, Mrs. Pal Kaikkonen SE, Chari, William and Nilo 


In 1919 Paul Kaikkonen Sr. bought land at 
Hespero and moved his family there in the 
spring of 1921, where they have farmed ever 
since. 

In'1932 Lydia married Abel Jarvin of Sylvan 


Lake. His parents, Andrew and Sandra Jarvin, 
had also emigrated from Finland to Almy, now 
known as Evanston, Wyoming, U.S.A. They later 
filed on a homestéad in the’ Bingley District, 
north of Rocky Mountain House, Alberta in 1912, 
and later moved to Sylvan Lake. Abel worked as 
‘@ mechanic and welder for Joe Untinen in the 
Lakeview Garage in Sylvan Lake for 21 years 
before moving to the Queen Charlotte Islands in 
1951 to work as a welder. From here he moved to 
Vancouver Island. Lydia and Abel are now 
retired in Port Alberni, B.C. They have one son, 
George, and a daughter, Eileen, 

George has a son, Andrew, and a daughter, 
‘Anne Maria, and they live in’ Vancouver, B.C. 

ileen married Roy Darling in 1953, and they 
have a son, Robert Norman and a’ daughter, 
Gale. Eileen and Roy are owner and operator of 
the Sylvan Lake Steam Bath which was bullt by 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Anderson in 1947, Charles 
‘Anderson has since passed away. 

Charile Kaikkonen has operated his own Ser- 
vice Station on Highway, 11, on the Hespero 
Corner, known as “Charlie's Service”, since 1940 
and on February 14, 1977 he married Donna Row 
botham of Sylvan Lake. 

Lily married Bruno Kult in 1935. They had one 
daughter, Anna, who married Jerry Cumming. 
They have three sons and one daughter. Jerry 
died in 1971. Anna and family are living in Port 
Alberni, B.C. 

Paul married Grace Hall in 1948, and took 
over the familly farm. Four sons were born to 
them before Paul passed away of a heart condi- 
tion in 1959. The sons are Eino, James, Albert, 
and John. Grace still lives on the farm with her 
boys 








Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kaikkonen, 


Willie married Mary Simpson. They have a 
family of one daughter, Linda, and two sons, 
Dale and Glen. Willie is a welder by trade, and 
they all live in Port Alberni, B.C. 

‘Eddie remained single and lives on his own 
farm two miles from Hespero. 

Nielo lives in Windsor, Ontario and works in a 
wheel factory there. He has one son, Nicky. His 
wife passed away in 1964. 





Mrs. Anna Kaikkonen passed away in June, 
1960 at the age of 75 years. Paul Kaikkonen Sr. 
passed away June 16, 1975, and was buried on his 
birthday, June 21, at the age of 90 years. 


THE KANGAS FAMILY — by Wayne Kangas 
‘After arriving from Kauhavalla, Finland, 
Matt and Amelia Kangas and their family lived 
in Eveleth, Minnesota, U.S.A. where Matt 
worked in ‘the open pit iron’ ore mines. Ap- 
proximately five years later, about 1909 or 1910, 
they came to Canada, and settled in the Hespero 
district, which was called Pitcox until the 
rallroad was bullt through there in about 1913, 
Arriving also at about the same time from 
Eveleth were Henry Pletikainen, John Sutela, 
Walter Maki, John Pykalainen, Ore and Henry 
Makela, and Jack Tuhkanen and families. 

Matt, (who passed away in 1918), and Amelia 
(who passed away in 1938) had five children. Ida 
married Howard O'Brien, and lives in Santa 
Rosa, California, with her only daughter, 
Mildred, and her husband, Roy. 

Richard passed away in 1961. 

Gust married Irja and lived in Sparta, 
Minnesota, U.S.A. Their four children were 
Donald, Mildred,” Robert, and Dennis. Gust 
passed away in 1968 

‘Annie was born in 1901 and passed away in 
1974, She had married Jim Krest, and they had 
three sons, Albert, George and ‘Robert. They 
farmed in the Hespero district. 

Hilja married Dean Reeser and they live in 
Petaluma, California. 

Richard Kangas married Saima Ropsfelt in 
about 1913. A wedding dance was planned for the 
evening to celebrate the marriage, when a tra- 
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Richard and Saima Kanga. 











gedy occurred. In the afternoon, Saima’s father 
was going to get provisions for a lunch for the 
dance, when the team of horses he was driving 
ran away and the wagon in which he was riding 
overturned. When the wreck was found, Mr. 
Ropsfelt was dead. 

Richard and Salma bought Wilf Horner's 
homestead, (In 1977 Mr. Horner is still living in 
the Senior Citizens’ Home in Lacombe.) Richard 
and Salma had four children — John, Hilja, 
Wayne and Elsie. 

John, who passed away in 1970, had married 
Vieno Salo. He served in Canada and overseas 
with the Sherbrooke Fusiliers in World War Il 
They had two sons, John Lorne and Robert 
Wayne. Lorne has his Bachelor of Commerce 
degree and lives in Ledue with his wife, Glenda, 
and thelr four children, Shelley, Vincent, Jelna 
and Nathan. Robert aiso has his Bachelor of 
Commerce degree and lives in Calgary with his 
wife, Ann, and their two daughters. 

Hilja married Ike Raappana, and lives in 
Sonora, California. They have three daughters, 
Lillian, Diane and Elen. Lillian lives and works 
in Modesto, California. Diane has her Bachelor 
of Arts degree and lives in Sonora, California 
with her husband, Terry Hunt, and their two 
sons, Forrest and Derek. Ellen’ has twin boys, 
Cary and Jerry, and lives in northern California 
with her husband, Carl Kruger. 

Wayne married Ann Docken and they live in 
Red Deer. He served in the army for one year in 
Canada with the Canadian Scottish Regiment 
(Victoria, B.C.). He obtained a Coal Miners 
leave in 1943, and he and Ann moved to Alexo, 
Alberta, where they lived for 12 years until the 
mines closed down. The family moved to Red 
Deer in 1955, where Wayne was a steam 
engineer, and iater was Chief Engineer with the 
Central Alberta Dairy Pool until his retirement 
in 1976. Wayne and Ann have two children, 
Wayne John and Sharon Ann. Wayne Jr. has his 
Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Engineering 
degrees, and is a Design Engineer with Texaco 
Canada Ltd. He lives in Edmonton with his wite 
Lynn and daughter Margaret. Sharon has her 
Bachelor of Education degree, and lives with her 
husband, Alan Cooper, and their daughter Shara 
in Red Deer, 

Elsie married Wilfred Koski and lives in 
Eckville. She is the cook at the Senfor Citizens’ 
Home in Eckville. 

Richard and Saima’s four children attended 
Daisy Nook School and Wayne remembers the 
teachers that he had: Mrs. Larsen, Miss Duffy, 
Miss Uchida, Mr. Stuart Meeres, Miss Lougheed, 
Mr. Pawly, Mr. Lougheed, Mr. Jones, Miss Hilda 
Lawrence (who married and the next year was 
Mrs. Anderson), Miss Hilman, and Miss 
Baldwin, Mr. Gibson was inspector of schools 
Since many of the children in this district spoke 
only Finnish at home, and knew little English 
when they started to school, the teachers must 





have had a more difficult time than usual with 
their beginners! 

‘Roads were almost non-existent, even though 
the road allowances were there. Some of the 
holes never did dry up from one year to the next. 
‘The children walked to school on nice days, and 
rode horseback when the weather was poor. 
‘There were eight grades in Daisy Nook, and with 
35 to 40 students each year, the seats were 
always full. 

‘The Christmas concerts and the annual school 
picnics at the end of June were the highlights of 
the year. Mr. G. Frid was always a very able 
chairman, as was Mr. W. Edgar as Santa Claus. 
‘There seemed to be much more community life 
throughout the hard times and before than there 
is now. There were always get-togethers for 
skating parties, ball games, dances and other ac- 
tivities. Dances were very popular, with one in 
either Hespero, Evergreen or Condor every 
week. Often 10 t6 20 people would get into a sleigh 
box pulled by horses, and go to a dance. Some of 
the immediate neighbors were: to the south — 
‘Maldits, Sieberts, Martinsons, and Cernys; to 
the west — Wyzikoskis, Kubles, Linds, J. Makis, 
J. Krests, and W. Wittle; ‘to the east — 
Greenwalls, Ole Andersons, J. Laitinens and A. 
Boltons. 

Wayne says: “. . .the hard times were not as, 
bad as some people make out. It took very little 
money to live, and everyone was equal because 
no one had much money. Wartime rationing 
didn’t affect anyone, for most of our food was 
raised at home. It was easy to get meat from 
farmers if one didn’t raise their own, and purple 
gas wasn’t rationed. There was plenty of tea, but 
maybe not enough coffee for the Scandinavians 
that had settled in this area!” 

‘There was no question of money exchanging 
hands in payment for work. There was a 
reciprocal work code: one farmer would help 
another and he would return the work. 

Richard Kangas farmed in the Hespero dis- 
trict until his retirement to Ladysmith on Van- 
couver Island in 1948. Part of the district was 
covered with lush timber; spruce, pine, poplar, 
and some big tamarack, as was all of the west 
country. No district history would be complete 
without’ mention of the bigger sawmills that 
moved in about the same time as the first 
settlers. They were known by the names of their 
owners: F. ‘Petterpher, Tibadow, Kerch and 
Bromling, Hbls, Stockwell, Evans Brothers, as 
well as numerous smaller mills. Some sawdust 
and slab piles can still be seen at the old settings, 
Many original roads were opened by them, and 
the homesteaders, (nearly all of them), worked 
for the sawmill outfits in the off-season, as ready 
cash was hard to come by from any other source. 

Long gone is the steam whistle, the saw and 
carriage whine, along with the dust of the grain 
threshing machines! 

As this account is written according to the 
memories of people still living, any small dis- 








crepancies in names and items will have to be 
overlooked. 


JACK KELM FAMILY — by Mrs. Kelm 

Jack Kelm’s parents, the John Kelms, 
emigrated to Canada from Karisruh, Russia in 
1906 and took up a homestead at Duck Lake, 
Saskatchewan in 1907. In 1911 the Kelms moved 
to Medicine Hat, Alberta, where they bought a 
dairy farm on Dunmore Hill. After receiving his 
schooling at Elizabeth School in Medicine Hat, 
Jack worked at the candy factory and at a brick 
factory. In 1919 the family moved back to 
Saskatchewan and located at Rosthern, Jack 
‘was gifted with the ability to “witch” for water, 
so he was of considerable help to his father in the 
well-digging business which they established at 
Rosthern, In 1923 they moved to Empress, which 
is on the Saskatchewan-Alberta border, and here 
they bought and operated a livery stable until 
moving to Calgary in 1927. In Calgary Jack 
worked in Spiller’s Flour Mill. 

Mable Gabriel's parents came to Canada 
from Karlsruh, Russia and farmed in the 
Silberfeld district, near Waldhiem, 
Saskatchewan. Mabel’s mother was a victim of 
the flu in 1918 and her father passed away as a 
result of the dreaded epidemic in 1919, leaving 
seven children, Mable being the eldest of them. 
Mrs. Gabriel was only 27 years old when she 
died, and Mr. Gabriel was 37 years old when he 
died. 

After a time Mable went to Calgary, where 
she found work at the Holy Cross Hospital. While 
she was working there she married Jack Kelm, 
whom she had known at Rosthern. Jack added to 
his income by playing his button accordion at 
dances. From an uncie, Jack, learned to play 
many pieces that the uncle had learned from 
hearing the gypsies play in Russia. (Many of 
these pieces I have never heard anyone else 
play.) Jack had only to hear a tune played once 
or twice and he was able to play it perfectly by 
ear. 

In 1934 we purchased a piece of land from the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad, for eight hundred 
dollars, which turned out to be a high price, as it 
turned out to be a rough, rocky, slough-covered 
farm. This was in the Willow Dale district 
southeast of Red Deer. Jack left Calgary with a 
team of horses pulling a wagon with a rack In 
April in order to build a small shack before tak- 
ing the family to our new home. This took many 
days, as he had to first find out where his land 
was located. Then he had to cut a road through 
two miles of timber, since he was the first to set 
tle in this particular area. 

On May 15 Jack came back to Calgary to get 
‘me and our three small children. What a trip that 
was, to our new home! Our youngest child, 
Phyllis, who was one year old at the time, was in 
a cast because of a broken hip resulting from a 
fall from her high chair. Our possessions were 
loaded onto the rack and covered over with an 
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old tent in such a way that the family was able to 
ride and sleep on top of the household goods. We 
left Calgary on May 18 for our five-day trip to the 
farm. At one point we missed Phyllis, who, we 
thought, had been sleeping at the back of the 
rack. However, it turned out that she had fallen 
out of the wagon and was nowhere in sight. It was 
impossible to turn the rack around on the road, 
80 [had to walk back, about three-fourths of a 
mile, until I found her sitting on the road, crying 
loudly, but unhurt. It was quite a task for me to 
carry her back to the wagon, as well as causing a 
delay in our travels. 

On the third day of our trip we stopped at a 
farm with the hope of being able to water our 
horses there. However, the farmer wasn’t able to 
give us any water because he was having to haul 
water for his own livestock. He told Jack that he 
had been unable to find water on his farm, even 
though at one time there had been a running spr- 
ing on the land, Jack said, “Do you mind if I try 
to find water for you?” The man was delighted 
with this idea, and immediately took Jack in his 
car to a place where they could get a willow 
branch. This must have been some distance 
away, because they were gone at least half an 
hour. ‘After their return Jack did find a slight in- 
dication of water near their house, but he thought 
that a well there would not yield sufficient water 
for their needs. Jack followed the vein of water 
for some distance until he found a real strong In- 
dication of water — he was hardly able to hold 
the willow in his hands! (This location turned out 
to be the spring that had formerly been used on 
the farm.) The farmer was so grateful that he 
gave us some oat bundles for the horses and a big 
box of food for ourselves. This somewhat 
lessened my annoyance at being left with the 
children, sitting on the wagon for so long, and not 
even knowing at the time, what was causing the 
delay! We never did find out the man’s name, 
although he learned that our name was Kelm and 
that we were moving from Calgary. Quite a 
while after this we heard that he had phoned 
Jack's father in Calgary, wanting to know where 
we had moved, as he wanted to give Jack some 
money for his help in getting the water on the 
farm. However, we never did see him again, 

‘At about 6:30 in the evening of the last day of 
our trip to the farm we stopped at a farm which 
was about eight miles from our new location, 
‘This was the home of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Towers 
(parents of Gordon Towers, who, at that time, 
Was just a boy). Jack asked to buy some grain 
for the horses. Mr. Towers had no grain, but he 
gave us a quantity of oat bundles for the horses, 
In reply to his question as to how we were fixed 
for food ourselves I replied, “‘I've got some flour 
Till make some pancakes for us.” After hear- 
ing this, Mr. Towers went into the house and 
came out with a large box containing bread, 
butter, bacon, eggs, potatoes and a gallon of 
fresh milk. Another example of how kind people 
were in those days! 

















We started our venture in farming with one 
cow, 25 chicks, a wagon with rack, two horses 
and a plow. Those were tough years, and if it had 
not been for Jack’s accordion we would not have 
made It, Jack played for dances, birthday an- 
niversary celebrations, amateur programs, and 
whatever else required a musician. He would 
often walk nine to ten miles with his accordion, 
‘Sometimes he would get only seventy-five cents 
for his evening’s work, but other times it would 
be as much as three dollars, which was good 
money in those days. He also worked for various 
farmers in the community In return for feed and 
seed. 





Jack Kelm and daughter Joan, 1941, Home on lave. 


In April of 1941 Jack joined the Calgary 14th 
Army Tanks and in June he left for overseas. The 
children and T stayed on the farm until 1942, 
when Jack got his honorable discharge because 
of health reasons. We remained on the farm after 
his return until 1945. In September of that year 
Jack had got a farm one mile east of Hespero, 
‘Alberta, through the Veteran's Land Act. It was 
the Norman Bunch farm located on the N.W.% 6- 
39-3-Woth. Jack attended the Bunch sale in 
November and agreed at that time that Norman 
and his mother could remain on the farm for the 
winter, However, we got a call saying that Nor- 
man had found a place in Red Deer, and were 
moving right away. 

ince we wished to move as soon as possible 
Jack went at once to see the Ted Pixley Trucking 
Company about moving us to Hespero. He was 
informed that the trucks would be busy for a 
week or two, so we thought that there would be 
plenty of time for packing. However, on 














December 2 we got word that the trucks would be 
there the next day to move us. We spent all night 
packing. Yeast had been set for bread, and that 
had to be baked. The girls were set to churning 
the accumulation of cream into butter while 
Jack and Lyle gathered up the cows and calves 
and penned up the pigs and crated the chickens. 
When the trucks arrived at nine o'clock in the 
morning the stove was still hot from baking and I 
had also made a dish called Grandma’s 
Dumplings. This was Potatoes covered with 
bread dough dumplings. 

In the flurry of getting everything loaded, no 
one ever thought about getting me and ‘the 
children to Red Deer to take the train to Hespero, 
50 we were all divided among the trucks. We left 
for Hespero with the trucks at about three 
o’elock in the afternoon, arriving there about six- 
thirty. It was a lovely warm evening, with the 
water running off the roof and a soft wind blow- 
Ing to welcome us to our new home. The men put 
up the stove first, while the children found some 
old boards to burn. We got the boxes of food from 
the truck and I soon had a meal ready, including 
the potatoes and dumplings that we had not had 
time to eat that morning! Of course everyone 
was ravenously hungry, as well as tired, and it 
was not until the next day that we started to get 
some order out of chaos. 

In 1946 we decided to tear down what had been 
a chicken coop. When we tore the floor up we dis- 
covered a small cellar under it. There were two 
eight-gallon cream cans and some other cans, 
along with basins and sealers, jam cans, and a 
lot of tubing, or pipes. We wondered what it was, 
at first, Jack thought It looked like a still for 
making liquor. We didn’t keep It, as we thought 
we might be blamed for having used it, but we 
often wondered who had lived there and operated 
the still, and when “moonshine” business had 
been carried on. 

‘Jack and I had a family of six children. When 
the oldest, Delores, was old enough to start 
school we lived five miles from the Willow Dale 
School, so I helped her through the grade one 
course at home by means of the material sent out 
by the Correspondence School of the Department 
of Education in Edmonton. As the other children 
became old enough for school they all attended 
the Willow Dale school until we came to Hespero 
and then they went to the Blue Bell School. After 
the rural schools were discontinued they were 
bused for one year to Condor and then finished 
their schooling in Eckville after the bus routes 
were changed 

Delores married Clarence Torsti and they 
have two children, Lorrie Ann and Douglas John, 
‘They live at Fort St, John, British Columbia. 

‘Lyle joined the Navy in 1953 and is still with 
the Navy. He is now a Ist. Officer. He lives in 
Victorla, British Columbia, and has never 
married. 

Phyllis married Nick Sherba. They had three 
children — Debbie, Lynda and Nick Jr. Nick 














passed away in July of 1967. Phyllis now is 
married to Steven Tonak and they live in 
Calgary. 

Joan married Dick Feys of Rocky Mountain 
House. They have one daughter, Rhonda, and 
live in Blackfalds, Alberta. 

Darlene married Chuck Moore, and has one 
son, Carter James. She lives at Calgary. 

Dorothy married David Ewing of Big Valley. 
‘Their two children are Calmont and Christene. 
‘They live at Irricana, Alberta. 

In 1970 Jack and I sold our farm to Bert Ojala 
and moved to a home which we had bought in 
Eckville. We were enjoying our retirement here 
when, on March 6, 1974 Jack passed away 
suddenly, as a result of a heart attack. I have 
continued to live in my home in Eckville and 
keep busy with the many activities of the 
Eckville and District Friendship Club, of which T 
have been an officer, and with the Eckville 
Hospital Auxiliary. I have done some travelling, 
including a trip to Hawaii and one to the southern 
United States and into Mexico. In the summer. 
time I enjoy spending my spare time working in 
my garden, 





KENDZE, CARL 

Carl Kendze was born in Stuttgart, Germany, 
and came to Canada at the age of 11 with his 
parents, Julius and Olga. They settled near 
‘Margo, Saskatchewan, where they purchased a 
farm. Carl continued his education In a small 
country school (May School). There were only 
seven children enrolled at this time, one of the 
girls later became his wife. 

After finishing school, Carl helped with the 
farming at home, as well’ as working out for the 
neighbors, In the fall, he joined the local 
threshing crews to save money for a down pay- 
ment on a half-section of bush land which he 
purchased in 1937, 

In 1938 he married Adela Ziola. Adela was 
born on the homestead of her parents, Rudolf 
and Wanda (eight miles north of Margo, Sask). 
After the wedding, Carl and Adela (Dell) moved 
into their newly built log cabin and began clear- 
ing land to raise grain and pasture some dairy 
cattle, They lived there from 1938-1947. During 
that time they had three children, Deanna 
‘Margaret, Kenneth Ronald, and Marlene Alvera. 
Deanna and Kenneth started their education at 
Robertson School which was situated on their 
lan 

In 1947, they decided to go West — a yearning 
Carl had always had as a boy. They sold their 
farm and cattle, shipped their machinery and 
belongings by freight (under the settlers effect 
program), packed their one-ton truck, and set 
out for Alberta. Arriving at Condor, Alberta, Oc- 
tober 27, 1947, they purchased the former Harry 
Bice farm (Sec. 4-39-4-W5) and moved into their 
home March 15, 1948. The old house saw many 
good times, and in 1963 a new bungalow went up 
beside it, and the old house went down the road, 





Since Ken returned to take over the farming 
operations, Carl and Dell purchased a trailer and 
are living on NW 33-38-4-W5 where the old Half- 
way House once stood. This building was run by 
Mr. and Mrs. Bell, and supplied overnight lodg- 
ing for freighters, on the Red Deer to Rocky 
route and shelter for their horses. 

‘The children attended Prairie Rose School in 
Condor (this school was later replaced by Condor 
Elementary School) and completed their Grade 
12 education at the David Thompson High School 
built on Highway 11, 

Deanna, after completing a year semester at 
the Red Deer Composite High School, enrolled at 
the University of Alberta School Hospital and 
received her R.N. degree in September, 1961. She 
worked for a year at the University Hospital 
after graduation then went to St. Mary's Hospital 
in New Westminster, B.C., there she met Ralph 
Bergman, and they were married in 1963, Ralph 
is presently a school principal. They're settled in 
Delta, B.C., and they have two children, 
Christine (age 12) and Grant (age 10). 

Marlene, after completing a semester at Red 
Deer Composite High School, enrolled at the Key 
Secretarial School of Business Education, and 
graduated in 1963. She worked in Edmonton for 
Trader's Finance Company and was later sent to 
Dawson Creek as branch accountant. On her 
return to Edmonton, Marlene met Gerald Beat- 
tie and they were married in December, 1975. 





Gerry is the President and owner of Beattie Con: 
tractors Ltd. — working on road and oilfield con- 
struction in the Arctic, Alberta, and B.C. They 
now make their home in Edmonton after living 
one year in Inuvik, N.W.T. 





Deanna, Kennth and Marlene Kendee. 1983 


Carl and Dell still help their son with the farm- 
ing operations when the busy seasons roll 
around, but they enjoy seml-retirement now that 
they have time to enjoy camping, travelling, 
playing cards, and dancing. Carl also frequents 
the auction markets — one of his favorite 
pastimes. Carl passed away February of 1978. 
KENDZE, KENNETH RONALD 

Ken, only son of Carl and Adela Kendze, was 
born in Wadena, Saskatchewan, March 22, 1941, 














Throughout his schooling he enjoyed and par- 
ticipated in most sports. After completing high 
school, he enrolled at’ the Southern Alberta 
School of Technology in Calgary and graduated 
in Design Drafting in 1962, 

Drafting took him to designing pulp mills in 
Vancouver, B.C, fertilizer plants in Trail, B.C. 
and industrial piping in Edmonton. While living 
with three buddies in a high-rise apartment in 
Edmonton, he and his friends persuaded the 
caretaker to rent the apartment next to them to 
some girl tenants! He did just that, and that's 
where he met Joanne McAdam, whom he later 
married — in April, 1968. 

Joanne is a graduate nurse trom the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital in Edmonton, and had never 
even visited a farm until she met Ken, She enjoys 
country life, and loves to continually shock her 
city friends with all her new found knowledge. 

‘When Ken and his Dad first formed thelr 
partnership — Diamond K Farms, was chosen as 
the farm name, Ken purchased three quarters of 
land of his own, and he and his family now live 
on the home quarter. 

Ken and Joanne have three girls — Pamela 
Anne (December, 1970), Heather (June, 1973) 
and Brenda Marie (May, 1975). They're kept 
busy with the children’s activities, their various 
club and board meetings, curling, swimming, 
and travelling. 


KULT, HENRY 

‘At the age of 24 years, Henry Kultala im- 
migrated to the U.S.A. from Oululanni, Finland, 
During the spring of 1904, he left the U.S.A. and 
came to Alberta, where he filed for a homestead 
on May 26 of the same year. It was during this 
time that he changed the name to Kult, dropping 
the Finnish “ala"’. The original homestead was 
the N.W. 20-39-3-W5, which Is presently owned by 
Mr. William McDonell, northwest of Eckville. 

It was his desire to return to the United States 
where he became a citizen on September 19, 1904. 
He worked in the copper mines at Butte, ‘Mon 
tana, and a few years later returned ‘to his 
homestead. 

On January 10, 1910 at Red Deer, he married 
Caroline Wetelainen and settied on the 
homestead. Caroline was born in Savo, British 
County, South Dakota on November 17, 1890, and 
came to the Kuusamo district in the first part of 
1900 with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Wetelainen. The Wetelainens had to remain in 
Red Deer until spring as the Red Deer river was 
too high to cross. 

As many ploneers from Rocky Mountain 
House and Leslieville areas had to travel to Red 
Deer for supplies, the Kult’s became well known 
for a resting place where the horses were fed and 
watered as well as the drivers. Caroline was an 
ardent cook and always had lots of homemade 
bread and goodies for anyone who stopped. 

‘Three boys and two girls were born on the 
homestead, Bruno, Emil, Arthur, Lily and Edna, 






























‘Mrs, Caroline Kult on her 70th bcd 





Henry was very fond of horses and always 
had a great number of them which was a very 
successful venture for him. While Henry was 
away horse trading, Caroline kept the home fires 
burning, milking cows as well as doing the other 
necessary outdoor duties. She also made clothes 
for the family needs — not using any patterns, it 
did not take her very long to create a new frock 
for one of the girls! 

During these years a lot of sickness and 
epidemies took some lives of this family. Arthur 
who was born in 1914 died in 1918 at a very tender 
age, and Lily who was born in 1916, died the 
following year. 

In 1918 they sold the homestead, had an aue- 
tion sale and moved to the outskirts of Eckville. 
Although jobs were not plentiful, Henry Kept 
busy doing handy-man jobs, and they always had 
roomers or boarders at their house. The boys 
were not interested in continuing school so it was 
the decision of Henry to return to farming. A 
friend of Henry’s had left a quarter of land two 
miles north of Hespero for him, so in the spring 
of 1928 the family moved to the farm. Additions 
to the family while in Eckville were a set of 
twins, Albert and Walter in 1919, the latter dying 
one year later. Evie was born in 1921, William in 
1923 and Elsie in 1925. 

Mary and Hannah were born after they 
‘moved to the farm at Hespero. The Kults bought 
three more quarters of land, built a new house 
and a barn. Although Henry had acquired 
‘Miner's Consumption Disease which caused poor 
health, he always had great ambitions. Their 
first ¢ar was a 1925 Chevrolet and he also 
became partners, with a nearby neighbor, 
purchasing an engine and threshing machine. & 
Wallis tractor was purchased to replace some of 
the work horses. 

Henry dled on May 10, 1931 at the age of 51 and 
left a wife and nine children ranging In age from 











Mr, and Mr Emil Kut 25th Wedding Anniversary 


a baby to the oldest, who was 20. Caroline 
remained on the farm with her family con- 
tinuing with her excellent home life, and saw all 
her children marry and leave home to make 
their own livelihoods. Bruno continued to carry 
on the farming along with the capable assistance 
of his mother and his sister Hannah, as well as 
other members of the family coming over to lend 
a hand. Caroline died on May 17, 1969 at the age 
of 78 years. Henry and Caroline are buried in the 
Hespero Cemetery. 

‘The home farm was sold to Gerald Roy of 
Prince George, B.C. by Bruno on October 14, 
1970, 

Most of the Kult families today live around 
the Hespero district, Bill at Leslieville, Bruno 
retired to Ruth, B.C., Mary still at Comox, Van- 
couver Island, however her husband has been 
transferred to Winnipeg for two years so she 
may be there at press time. Edna is in Edmonton 
and Hannah, at time of writing is in Edmonton. 
‘The only grandchildren living out of the province 
of Alberta are Albert's eldest son Leslie who 
lives at Maple Ridge, B.C., his daughter Linda 
lives at Spruce Lake, Saskatchewan. Bruno's 
daughter Anna and her family live at Port Alber- 
ni, B.C., and Mary's eldest daughter is living in 
Vietoria, B.C. 


LAURENCE, A. B. 

In the year of 1931, the Laurence family 
moved to Condor from Carndiff, Saskatchewan, 
living on the SE 31-38-4-W5. Mr. and Mrs. A. B, 
Laurence had two sons and one daughter; 
Wesley, Myron and Ruth. 

Wes lives in Edmonton with his wife, Fern. 
‘They have one son, Virgil, who lives in Edmon 
ton with his wife and four children. Ruth, lives in 
Summerland, B.C. with her husband, Gordon, 
and two sons, Ruth is Mrs. Gordon McDermott. 

‘Mr. A. B. Laurence had a saw mill in the early 
years. He also did a lot of big game hunting. In 
the year of 1934, A. B., sons and daughter went 
out west big game hunting where they were 
stranded for five weeks. Since then, there are 
two creeks north of Jack Fish Lake that are 
named Ruth Creek and Laurence Creek. 
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‘The youngest son, Myron, and his father con- 
tinued farming. The mother had passed away in 
1936 at the age of 56 years. One of the many jobs 
Myron enjoyed was threshing. ‘The crew con- 
sisted of friends and neighbors. Dudley Frith 
owned the threshing machine and some of the 
fellows working on it were the Marcenlk Bros., 
Bradshaw Bros., Pete Lagore, Sam Clement and 
others. The men often threshed for 20 to 30 days. 

Mr. Laurence sold the farm, later moving to 
Ontario, where he enjoyed fairly good health un- 
til 1974 when he passed away. 

In 1946, Myron married Margaret Knorr. 
Along with farming, he did various jobs, truck 
ing, hauling milk, grain and lumber. in 1952, they 
left the Condor district and moved to Dovercourt 
where they lived for about three years, later 
moving to Sylvan Lake where they still reside. 
Myron and Margaret have a family of four, three 
sons and one daughter. Leonard lives in Syivan 
Lake with his wife, Margaret, and two sons and 
two daughters. Raymond and his wife Lynn have 
two sons and two daughters, Ron and his wife 
Pat have three children. Lois lives in Edmonton 
with her husband Hugh McPherson (no family), 
Myron still has a great love for horses so 
manages to keep some on his acreage at Syivan 
Lake. Hockey and ball are very favorite sports. 
The three sons are also hockey fans and are ali 
on hockey teams. 








THE GEORGE LEE STORY 

George Lee was born in Yorkshire, England, 
September 3, 1882. He left England March 26, 
1906 and sailed to Canada, coming to Bolton, On- 
tario, where he worked ‘for two years before 
travelling out to Innisfail, Alberta. 

In 1908 George went to Pitcox (Hespero) and 
took up a homestead, the N.W. 15-39-W5 three 
and one-half miles north west of Pitcox, where 
Alfred Oastrom’s home is now. The name Pitcox 
‘was later changed to Hespero. 

George went to Rochester, Minnesota and 
worked on the farm Dr. Charles Mayo of the 
famous Mayo Clinie for two years. He then 
returned to his homestead at Hespero and 
farmed there for several years. 

George remembers well the times when the 
pioneers had to go to Red Deer for their supplies 
using a team of horses and a sleigh or wagon. 
‘The trip took three days — one day to travel from 
Hespero to Red Deer — one day to rest the horses 
and the third day to return home. In summer the 
prairie trails were difficult to travel on as there 
‘were many sloughs and swamps to cross. 

On September 6, 1924 George married Arla 
Anderson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Eli Ander- 
son of Hespero. Arla was born in LeGrand, Iowa, 
U.S.A. and came to Red Deer with her family in 
October, 1907 and to Hespero in the spring of 
1909. 

In 1925 George traded his homestead for a 
quarter section in the Evarts district. George 
and Arla went to Nordegg to work for the winter 











of 1925 and moved to Evarts in the spring of 1926 
where they still reside. 

‘They had a family of three, Gertrude, the 
oldest is employed by the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce in Calgary. Juanita, (Mrs. Ernest 
Viitala) is a Certified Nursing ‘Aide, living in 
Eckville; Charles farms in the Evarts district, 





LIND, OSCAR AND MARIA JOSEPHINE 

Osear Lind was born July 25, 1885 in Hollola, 
Finland. He immigrated to New York in 1904 
‘There he met Maria Josephine Sund who was 
born December 26, 1884, in Helsinki, Finland. 
She immigrated to New York arriving in 
November 1909. They were united in marriage in 
New York on February 21, 1910. 

Close friends had let New York and 
homesteaded in the Evergreen district. Their 
letters persuaded Oscar and Filna to visit 
Canada. 

Tt was June 23, 1913, when Linds arrived at 
Evergreen to visit Mr. and Mrs. John Laine. 
Their homestead, W-15-38-4-W5, is now owned by 
Frank Dobia. That summer the two families 
lived in a one roomed shack. Later in 1913 Mr. 
and Mrs, Lind took a homestead in the Hespero 
district. It was an open winter and very warm on 
December 26, 1913, when they moved to live In a 
small shack ‘someone previously bullt on this 
land, 

Mrs. Lind worked in a hospital while in New 
‘York. Soon she was very busy acting as midwife 
Many babies in this district were born with Mrs. 
Lind’s assistance. Day and night and in all kinds 
of weather she travelled whenever her help was 
needed. She vividly remembers running through 
the woods in the dark to deliver a baby. 
Sometimes in the winter she would ride 
horseback, behind the father, through deep snow 
and drifts. 

In New York, on December 26, 1911, their only 
child died at birth. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lind adopted Eino in 2917, 
Oscar Lind passed away on February 13, 1960 
He is buried in the Hespero Cemetery. Mrs. 
Fina Lin st ives on the farm in the Hespero 

istrict 





LINDSAY, ROBERT AND MIRIAM 

Robert Lindsay came to Canada from 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland at the age of 21. He 
married Miriam Hornby in 1927 and they resided 
in the Nateby-Gem, Alberta area until 1932 when 
they moved to the ‘Evergreen area (the former 
Jack Wicks farm). Their son Robert was one 
year old at the time. A short time later they 
moved to the Condor area settling on a Hudson's 
Bay quarter directly west of the Herb von Hollen 
home, with thelr son Robert and a daughter 
Rosella, 

How well I (Rosella), remember the old farm 
buildings with their corduroy floors and straw 
roofs that leaked with every rain and the dis- 
couraging years when the hailstorms hit. Mom’s 








concern was always how she would have enough 
money to buy underwear for us children for 
school. Mom would ride horseback to town for 
groceries or Dad would hitch up the team and 
take the cream and eggs. 

‘Threshing time was a big event in those days. 
Dad would go as spike pitcher for the Dudley 
Frith rig. He worked for him for a few years and 
later with the Herb von Hollen rig, The appetites 
and amount of food prepared and consumed 
when it was our turn was something again. 





Robert and Miran Lindsay Wedding Day 1927, Robert and 
Miriam Lindsay, Wiliam and Rosella Hornby, Jack Horaby, Una 
Hornby 


Northup was our school district and the old 
‘one room school with a large round stove at one 
end stood on a piece of J. Poland Senior's farm — 
approximately one half mile east of the Stauffer 
road, and two miles south of number 11 highway. 
‘A new school was built about 1939 or 1940. The 
teachers during those years were as follows — 
Miss Nicholichuk, Mrs. G. M. Proud Erickson, 
Miss Marion Tolefson, Mrs. Anderson (von 
Hollen) and Mr. Bill Kirsch, Dad always took an 
active part In our year end picnics. This was an 
exciting time of homemade ice cream and our 
first taste of watermelon. There was something 
for everyone at these picnics — like the hog call- 
ing coniest won by Jim Poland Senior and the 
husband calling contest won by Mom. 

Christmas concerts were another highlight 
during those years. Days and many hours were 
spent in preparation for the big night. All the 
parents would bundle their children in cutters 
and sleds and head for the school, Bert Avery, 
the Condor post master, was Santa Claus for 
many years. Sunday School and church were 
held regularly in the school with Mrs. Munro and 
Mrs. Hornby as two of the regular teachers. Mr. 
Gygor and Mr. Glover were two of the ministers 
who came regularly during those years, 

In 1942 Dad took over the farm from William 
Hornby and we moved the two and one-half miles 
east and north to his farm (the present G. Adrian 
farm). There was no moving van — just the 
horsedrawn wagon heaped full of furniture and 
belongings. Even the cat jumped on the last load, 
afraid he would be left behind. 

On this farm Dad and Mom worked hard — 
milking cows by hand, raising pigs and sheep, 











and lumbering. By this time the old barn Dad 
had helped Grandad Hornby build was starting 
to lean, so he, with the help of our neighbors, 
Jerry Mulroony, spent a couple of winters logg. 
ing our bush. He also spent a couple of winters in 
Nordegg working for the mining company in the 
sawmill area to raise enough money to finish 
paying for the farm. 

Dad never did own a car and if he had he 
wouldn,t have been able to drive it very often on 
the muddy roads in the spring or the high snow 
drifts in the winter, that even horses had to fight 
to get through. The low areas of the road were 
corduroyed with wood but often came near 
washing out in the wet years. Winters were long 
and cold but Dad always kept a year’s supply of 
wood ahead for the stove and heater. The good 
old oven was the place to toast your feet on a cold 
winter's evening. 

PLUMBING — unheard of. Outdoor bifties — 
cold and draughty but well supplied with last 
season's catalogue. 

WATER SUPPLY — At first drawn from a 
well by bucket by means of rope and pulley, later 
by pump from a drilled well. 

LIGHT — Coal oil lamps gradually replaced 
with an aladdin lamp placed in the middle of the 
table. 

LAUNDRY — Washing Machine — first a 
scrub board and a tub replaced by a hand pushed 
washing machine. Dryer — the clothes line — 
one out and one in, Iron — Sad-iron — heated on 
the stove and did a surprisingly good job. 

HEATING — A large cook stove in the kitchen 
heated by wood only, complete with warming 
closet on top (a wonderful place for drying 
‘eggshells for re-cycling back to the hens) and a 
large reservoir at the side of the fire box for 
heating water. 

An airtight heater that gobbled wood, kept 
one end of the front room warm. It was nothing to 
have ice on the water pail on the wash stand on a 
cold morning. 

About 1948 a new Massey 22 tractor replaced 
the horses for farm work. Tt also served as the 
family car complete with trailer behind. In 1958 
Dad sold the farm to Fred Adrian and moved to 
the Condor corner, directly across from the 
store. Here he kept busy with his garden and 
helping the neighbors at haying and harvest 
time. He passed away in July, 1965 at the age of 
8. Following his death, mother sold the property 
and moved to Red Deer, later to Jasper and back 
to Red Deer, housekeeping for various people. In 
January of 1977 she retired and resided in the 
Eckville Manor House until August of the same 
year, when she moved to the West Park Nursing 
Home in Red Deer, where she presently resides. 

Robert Lindsay Junior took his schooling at 
the Northup School and following Grade nine he 
spent a few winters in the bush camp west of 
Rocky Mountain House. Following this, he lett 
home to work at Scott Fruit in Red Deer for 
several years. He now operates concessions in 
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‘Christmas at Condor Comer. Helen Lindsay, Milan and Bob 
Lindsay, Clare ad Brian Lindsny, Robert Lindsay Je. 


Red Deer. He married Helen Grove in 1954. They 
have two sons — Clare and Brian, both working 
in Red Deer. 

Rosella Lindsay took her early schooling at 
Northup and High School at Condor. She boarded 
in Condor with her Aunt and Uncle — the J. Horn- 
by’s — the first year and by 1950 the school bus 
ran for the first time in this area. It took a wide 
area — Northup, Stauffer, Evergreen, Gaetz and 
Daisy Nook. The driver’ was Dean McCarroll. 
Following High School, she attended the Com: 
posite High in Red Deer and after working for 
awhile at the Bank of Montreal went to Berean 
Bible College in Calgary then on to Nurses Train- 
ing at the Holy Cross Hospital, Calgary. 

‘She came to nurse at the Eckville Hospital in 
1961 and has been there full or part time ever 
since with the exception of two years spent in 
Jasper. She married Albert Ojala formerly of 
Rocky Mountain House, in 1965. For the past 
seven years they have resided on their farm (the 
former J. Kelm’s) one mile east and one-half 
mile north of Hespero corner, where Albert is in 
the farming and welding business. They have 
gne son, Ken, now 11, and attending the Eckville 
School. 





‘Albert, Rosell and Ken Ojala. Christmas 1970 





LIPKA, THE PIONEER FAMILY — by William 
Lipka 

‘Our dad and mother, August and Auguste 
Lipka, came to Canada from Germany on 
November 28, 1908, with their four children, 
Ernest, Emily, Caroline, and William, and 
settled'In' the Crows Nest Pass, Alberta. I, 
William, was two years old when I crossed the 
ocean. We lived at Bellevue, where Dad worked 
in the coal mines, until 1910, when Dad decided to 
go farming. 

He took up a homestead on the SE 33-37-4-W5 
in the Evergreen district. There were no roads — 
only trails through heavy bush when the family 
moved to the homestead. We lived in a two-room 
log house that Dad built. The floor was only one- 
ply lumber, and the knots would fall out of the 
boards. There were numerous garter snakes in 
those days, and often snakes would go un- 
derneath the floor into the cellar. They would 
sometimes stick thelr heads through the knot 
holes in the floor and we would see them looking 
at us! 

‘Times were very hard, and often wild rabbits 
and prairie chickens were our main food. Dad 
still had to work in the mines for a few years, and 
from the homestead he would walk along the 
railroad track to Nordegg. This kept the family 
living and also provided some money so we could 
buy a couple of cows and other things to get 
started farming. Dad bought two oxen and a 
mower machine. The mower wouldn't work 
when he tried to cut hay with the oxen, but when 
he later bought two horses to use, he found out 
that the trouble had been that the oxen were too 
slow in pulling the machine. 

‘Through the years four more children were 
born — Minnie, Adolph, Henry and Annie. We 
took our schooling in Knowledge and Gaetz 
schools, although we older ones received very llt- 
tle education because of helping at home, dif- 
ficulty of getting to school and the hard time to 
get teachers. 

‘As we boys grew up, Dad bought more land 
nearby. In the summer we were busy clearing 


‘August Lipka Family. Adoiph, Henry, Willan, Eres and 
Annie Front! Emily, Caroline, Minale, August and Augusta 


Sawmill - August and Willm Links. 


land and breaking horses, in winter making logs 
and sawing lumber. We operated our own saw- 
mill, starting with a twelve-horsepower 
stationary engine, and later buying a tractor, 
which we also used with the threshing machine 
we bought to do our own threshing as well as 
some custom threshing. 

Now the family starts leaving home. Ernest 
married Mary Hollander and they lived in 
Evergreen on the SE 31-37-4-W5. The Knowledge 
School was on their place. Their two children 
were Helen and Albert. Ernest's first wife 
passed away in 1943. In 1947 he married Mary 


































































‘Aust and Auguste Lipka oth Wedding Anniversary. 


Mogiclka from Fernie, B.C. and had two girls, 
Judith and Linda Ann, Due to ill health he sold 
the farm and they moved to Eckville, where 
Ernest died in 1974. In 1963 Judith married 
Malcolm Thomson of Gilbert Plains, Manitoba, 
where they now live with their two boys, Chad 
and Travis. Linda Ann married Harland Lutz, 
son of Art Lutz, in 1976, thus uniting two old-time 
families. They now reside outside of Eckville. 

Emily married Tom Howard in Vancouver 
and they are now living in Chilliwack, B.C. They 
have one son, Jim. 

Caroline married Otto Edi (son of an 
Evergreen pioneer) and had two children — 
Louise and George. She now lives in Calgary. 

Minnie married Steve Hunford trom Marker- 
ville. They lived on the SW 3-38-4-W5 and had two 
children, Isabel and Jonas. Minnie died in 1936, 
leaving Steve alone to bring up the two children. 

‘Adolph married Charlotte Marzinzik, and 
their three children were Eric, Richard and 
Leslie. They lived on the SE 34-37-4.W5, which 
they sold in 1946 when they moved to Kelowna, 
B.C. to live 

‘Annie married Henry Benecke and they had 
two girls — Blaine and Brenda. They lived on the 
SE 2-38-4:W5, but sold their farm in 1972 and 
retired to Red Deer, 

In the year 1928, I, William, bought a half see- 
tion of school land, E34-11-37-W5, In the New Hill 
District and started farming on my own, In 1930 1 
bought a new 22-Inch breaking plow from Jerry 
MacDonnell. He owned a store at Hespero and 
also was a machinery dealer. I started breaking 
land for him with a 20 x 35 Rumely tractor, turn- 
ing under brush and trees fifteen to twenty feet 
high, at $5 per acre. 

T built a home in 1933 and the following year I 
married Mary Szymanek. I borrowed money to 
get married; this was during depression years 
and there was no such thing as going on a oney- 
‘moon. During that time I found it very difficult to 











meet the payments on my land. We sold two- 
year-old steers for $17 per head, market pigs 
around $3 per head, and five-gallon cans of 
cream for $1.50. I sold a carload of wheat at 20 
cents a bushel. it was hard to make ends meet. 

We had one son, Rudolph, born in 1938. We 
sold our land at New Hill in 1947 and bought the E 
44 4374.W5. in the Evergreen district from 
Frank Popeek, where we are now living. 

‘In 196 Rudolph married Elaine Felt. They 
have two boys — Allan and Kerry. I am at the 
age of retiring; my son Rudolph plans to con- 
tinue farming. 








‘THE MACDONNELL FAMILY AND HESPERO 

George Henry (Gerry) Macdonnell was born 
in 1881 at “Pitcox”, Dunbar, Scotland. Later, the 
family moved to London, England, where Gerry 
finished his education at Dulwich College. After 
serving in the South African War and spending 
some time on the London Stock Exchange, he 
‘came out to this country with his brother, James 
A. W. “Jock” Macdonnell in 1904. They 
homesteaded west of what is now Hespero. A few 
years later, the brothers and the late Frank 
Pearce opened a general store on Jock’s 
homestead and named it “Pitcox” after their old 
home in Scotland. Mr. Pearce withdrew from the 
firm a few years later. 

Pitcox Post Office opened, in the store, on 
April 15, 1909, with G. H. Macdonnell as post: 
master, receiving the mail on a semi-weekly 
basis via Mr. A. C. Foster, who had the contract 
to haul the mail from Red Deer. At this time 
everything for the store was ‘‘freighted” by 
wagon from Red Deer by way of the Burnt Lake 
‘Trail, 





‘Rural Delivery. Bernie Dennett diving 


‘MacDonne! Bros, Pitcox Sore and howe, 











holding Freda, Mts. Craig, Mr. Craig and Douglas Walker 


Inside Pitcox Store James (Jock) MecDonnd 


With the coming of the Alberta Central 
Railway in the spring of 1914, the Macdonnell 
brothers decided to build closer to the railroad. 
Business was carried on at Pitcox until the new 
store was completed. The store opened in 1916 
with a dance in the warehouse to which people 
came from miles around in buggies, democrats 
and wagons. Instead of Pitcox, the railway 
named the new hamlet “Hespero”. Jock Mac- 
donnell and his wife lived above the store and 
Jock ran the store until his death in 1918, when 
the flu epidemic was at its height. 

Now the freight came out on the train and it 





Pitcox Store. Mrs. Emily MacDonnel, Mrs. Jack MacDonnel 








was just a short haul from the station to the 
store. After Jock’s death, Gerry and his wife 
moved to the store and Gerry ran it successfully 
until he retired in 1946 due io ill health. He was 
postmaster, Justice of the Peace, Registrar of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths. He was one of the 
earliest agents of both the Cockshutt Plow Com- 
pany and Imperial Oil Limited in Central Alber- 
ta, He also farmed several quarters and in the 
earlier years ran a considerable number of 
stock. During the World War II, he worked hard 
on the Victory Loan Drives. He gave generously 
to any enterprise for the good of the community; 
















‘Threshing onthe MecDonnel farm 1914 





‘Threshing outfit - MacDonoel Bros, Ranch. 


the Hespero Church and the Hespero Hall were 
erected largely due to his efforts. For more than 
20 years, Gerry took an active part in the work of 
the Masonic Order in Red Deer. Gerry died at 
Hespero on December 29, 1947, at the age of 66, 
Family 

‘Mrs. Emily Macdonnell, the boys’ mother, 
came out from London, England, to be with her 
sons, and lived in the Pitcox house adjoining the 
store. She was well known in Red Deer. She 
belonged to the I.0.D.E. and took a great interest 
in world affairs. Her hobby on the farm was rals- 
ing baby chicks and she usually had chicks 
earlier than most people. Her cook, Emma 
Evans, came from London with her and cooked 
for the men on the farm. Emma later married 
Mr. Dave Cloninger and they lived at Pitcox. 

George Henry (Gerry) Macdonnell married 
Lily Walker in 1913. Lily was the youngest 
daughter of Mrs. A. B, Walker who had come 
out from Edinburgh, Scotland, with her three 
daughters to join her four sons and settle in the 
Evarts district in 1908, Gerry and Lily made 
thelr home on the farm at Pitcox. They had three 
daughters, Bunty, Marjorie and Geraldine. Bun- 
ty and Marjorie were born at Pitcox and 
Geraldine (Dean) at Hespero. On this latter oc- 
casion, Dr. Richard Parsons came the 30 miles 








(George and Lily MacDonne with daughters Bunty and Marjorie. 





from Red Deer on a blizzard night in October. In 
‘those days it was not uncommon for Dr. Parsons 
to come out in all kinds of weather whenever he 
was needed. The Macdonnell girls took their 
schooling at St. Joseph's Convent in Red Deer. 
‘They got home once a month by train and on 
these journeys Laura and Norma Norton looked 
after them as far as Benalto. As roads improved 
and school restrictions relaxed, they got home 
more frequently by car or Sorensen’s Bus. 

Bunty Macdonnell married Ralph Nelson at 
Hespero, Alberta, October 1, 1940. They made 
their home in Banif where Ralph owned and 
operated the Magnet Meat Market. Ralph was 
active in the Masonic Lodge, the Kinsmen’s 
Club, curling and worked untiringly for the erec- 
tion of the Banff Recreational Centre. He died 
March 24, 1968, at Banff. Bunty still lives at 
Bantt. 

Marjorie Macdonnell, after three years ser- 
vice in the Women’s Division of the R.C.A.F., 
married Rev. Earl F. Smith at Halifax, N.S. 
August 21, 1945. They have resided in different 
Presbyterian Presbyteries in Eastern Canada, 
and now Earl is minister at Park Lawn 
Presbyterian Church, Islington, Ontario. They 
have two children. Michael Dean Macdonnell 
Smith born 1948, married Eleanor Ford in 1971 at 
Whitby, Ontario. Dean now has a teaching post 

ion in British Columbia. Marjorie Lou (Louee) 
Smith, born 1950, married Michael Baratl at 
Brockville, Ontario and lives in Mississauga, On- 
tario. They have two children, Mark Jonathon 
Barati, born 1971, and Michele Anne Barati, born 
1973. 

Dean Macdonnell married Norman S. 
‘Toseland at Banff October 11, 1952. They lived in 
Calgary and have two daughters. Evelyn 
Dorothy (Lynn) Toseland born 1955, married 
Bob C. Hartog in 1975 at Calgary where they 
reside. Geraldine Susan (Gerry) Toseland born 
1959 in Regina, Sask, living at home in Calgary. 

Mrs. Lily Maedonnell married John Watson 
of Evarts, November 7, 1952. Mr. Watson passed 
away April 23, 1975. Lily now resides at Bantt. 

James A. W. (Jock) Macdonnell married Hat 
tie T. Walker in 1909 at Evarts, Alta. Hattie had 
come out from Edinburgh, Scotland with her 
mother, Mrs. A. B. Walker, and the family to the 
Evarts district in 1906. Hattie was the eldest 
sister of Lily (Walker) Macdonnell, Jock and 
Hattie lived at the Pitcox store until 1916 when 
they moved to Hespero and lived above the store. 
‘They had two daughters, Freida Bell and Grace 
Emily both born at Pitcox. Jock died in the flu 
epidemic of 1918 at the age of 36. He was well 
liked in the store and will be remembered for his, 
kindness and geniality. He played the mandolin 
and in the early days played the violin at danees. 
Hattie and her daughters lived in Red Deer until 
moving to Liverpool, England. In 1939, she 
returned to Canada, living in Victoria, B.C, and 
later at Red Deer, Alta, Hattie died in Red Deer, 




















at the home of her sister Mrs. Annie Wright on 
May 24, 1959 at the age of 73. 

Freida Bell Macdonnell married Bill 
Sangster in London, England in 1938 and lives at 
Carshalton Beeches, Surrey England. They have 
two children, Andrew and Margaret. Andrew is 
married and has three children. Margaret 
teaches school in the south of England. 

Grace Emily Macdonnell married Wilbur 
Knott of Edgerton, Alberta. They have two 
children, Sheila and David, Sheila married Fred 
Calvert of Wainwright, Alberta. They have two 
children. David, who's interest is in cattle, lives 
on the family farm. 

Events 

During the First World War the Red Deer Red 
Cross Society sent out sewing to be done, py- 
Jamas, hospital gowns, etc. Lily Macdonnell and 
other ladies in the district would gather at each 
others homes for an afternoon of sewing, each 
travelling by buggy and taking her own hand 
sewing machine along. 

In the spring of 1921, there was an epidemic of 
measles. Mrs. Joe Nelson, Miss Sophie Lund, 
‘Miss Florence Sininger, Bunty and Marjorie 
were all Ill. They were taken to the Macdonnell’s 
former home on the farm where Mrs. Banton and 
Lily Macdonnell nursed them. After everyone 
was better the whole house was completely 
fumigated. To give Lily a rest, Mrs. Emily 
(Granny) Macdonnell took Bunty’ and Marjorie 
to the Pitcox house, where she had continued to 
live. They had only’ been there a couple of days 
when a soot-filled chimney started a fire. Over at 
Hespero the Macdonnells were alerted by a man 
yelling “fire”. Gerry searched the store, then 
finally looked out the window and saw the old Pit. 
cox house and store in flames, He immediately 
saddled a horse and rode the half mile to Pitcox 
and was thankful to find his mother and girls, 
safe. He tried to help Mr. McDougall, the hired 
man, control the blaze but this was hopeless and 
the frame building burned to the ground in no 
time. Meanwhile, Lily and Laura Giselman ran 
over from the store, (wading through the swollen 
creek) to find Granny Macdonnell and girls sit- 
ting on a sofa outside the hen house, bundled in 
winter coats over their night attire. This sofa and 
one drawer of linen were the only things saved. 
Granny Macdonnell lost everything; she moved 
into Gerry's house on the farm but she never 
really recovered from the shock and loss. She 
died in March 1922 at the age of 72. 

It was many years before church services 
were held regularly at Hespero. At one time, ser- 
vices were held in the Macdonnell’ dining room 
above the store. Rev. Alexander of the Anglican 
Chureh came in a bugey from Rocky Mountain 
House to hold these services. At another period, 
church services were held in a small building 
used to collect cream cans ready for shipment on 
the train, At this time wooden planks resting on 
nail kegs acted as pews for the congregation. 
Fortunately, this arrangement was temporary 











Dance held in the cheese factory at itcox. Oct. th, 1912. 


and eventually services were held in the Hespero 
hall, For many years, student ministers served 
the community. On September 28, 1938, a small 
Presbyterian Church was dedicated. It had been 
built by residents of the area. Mr. Campbell was 
the Presbyterian Minister at that time, living at 
Eckville, Alta. For years there was quite an ac- 
tive congregation but times have changed and 
people have moved and now the church has been. 
moved to the Innisfail Historical Museum. 

‘The Hespero Hall was built in the 1920's and 
was the hub of community activity, being used 
for dances, church services, political meetings, 
picture shows, sewing classes, weddings and 
funerals, 

Picture shows were looked forward to with 
great anticipation. Mr. Jake Heintz would come 
with his silent movies. Unfortunately, his equip- 
ment frequently broke down and the audience 
was left in suspense, in the dark, while he went 
outside to start up his generator again, At times 
like these the backless wooden benches became 
almost unbearable. “Felix the Cat” was the 
comic strip, surely the whispers of “Mummy 
what does it say?” must have driven the adults 
wild, The first “talkie” was a real event 

‘Two of the many outstanding events held in 
the hall were the Annual Dance held in 
November and a Masquerade dance held on St. 
Patrick’s Day. On both these occasions people 
came from all the surrounding communities and 
for the masquerade most came in costume. It 
was also the era of the Box Social, and the Three- 
Act Play, with very good local talent, was always 
looked forward to. Music for the bigger dances 
was supplied by Ernest Kinna’s Orchestra or 
Harold Bones’ Orchestra from Red Deer. May 
12, 1937, was the coronation of King George VI. 
This great occasion was celebrated at Hespero 
with a big fireworks display and dance. The 
Hespero Hall was filled to capacity and a great 
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time was had by all. The hall burned down in the 
spring of 1938 and was immediately replaced, the 
men of the community doing the construction. 

‘Macdonnell Bros. General Store was sold to 
Lorne Gordon in 1946 and eventually burned 
down in 1953. Through the years many people 
worked in the store and the house, names slip the 
memory but a few we can remember; 1918 
‘Maggie Robertson worked in the house during 
the flu epidemic; Lottie Lund who died of the flu 
in 1918; Joe Nelson; Sophie Lund; Laura 
Giseiman; Florence Sininger; Helja Wuorl; Bert 
Spearing; Fred ??; Coupland Currie. We will 
always remember Hilma Sutela beating her 
delicious chocolate cakes, and the many years 
Jennie Currie spent with’ us. Mr. Cal Fletcher 
will be well remembered for more than 20 years 
serving in the store. 

In the Pitcox days dry goods travellers came 
from Winnipeg with trunks of samples. They 
drove to country points in a democrat and stayed 
overnight, usually with the store-keeper’s fami- 
ly. They came every spring and fall with 
samples of the next season’s goods. 





MARTINSON, HANS PETER 

‘My dad was born April 21, 1890, in Milford, 
Iowa, U.S.A., only son of Andrew J. Martinson 
and has four sisters. The year of 1912, he decided 
to come to Alberta, Canada, and get a 
homestead. His father’ got home prepared to 
start out for a new adventure with machinery 
and household supplies, four mules and two 
horses. He had two boxcar loads. His youngest 
sister, Alma, age 16, decided at the last moment 
that she was coming too. They arrived in 
Medicine Hat and homesteaded 15 miles from 
Suffield, Alberta. A four-room house, barn, 
chicken house and granaries were built. In 1913, 
he sent for his childhood girl friend, Geneva 
Alice Shilling. She arrived with her belongings in 











‘Medicine Hat, September 10. They were married 
the same day. Dad had driven to Medicine Hat, 
30 miles away, to meet mother and to thelr new 
home they went. Their first hardship was to get 
water. Dad dug many wells, nearly 100 feet deep, 
but at last got one that was good, one and a half 
miles from home, in a low spot. This meant haul- 
ing water, which they did. They always had a few 
milk cows, chickens and pigs. Though Dad 
farmed many acres, there was never enough 
moisture to have good crops. There was always 
feed. Every fall he took his team and rack to 
Saskatchewan for the harvest season. The best 
‘crop was recelved in 1916. Dad and Uncle Jason 
worked at any job they could find. 

His sister stayed with them for several years 
before going to work in Medicine Hat. She 
married a young man from Brooks. 

In August, 1914, their first daughter, Evelyn, 
arrived. 

Grandad Martinson came to visit his son in 
the spring of 1915. He liked the country but 
thought the family should look for a better farm. 
As new neighbors were moving in all the time, 
Dad decided to stay. Drier years resulted in less 
crop and poorer gardens. 

Another daughter, Meryle, arrived in July 
sii. 

‘By 1920, there was scarcely enough feed for 
the increased number of livestock. Dad found 
work, though it meant he was away from home. 

In 1921 another daughter, Alice, was born, 

Dad journeyed to Red Deer to try to find land 
with a better water supply. Here, he was told 
there was land for sale 39 miles west. He arrived 
in Hespero and borrowed a saddle horse to look 
around. At the Hespero store he learned of land 
for sale five miles south. Phil Laybourne and 
John Wyzkoski owned the E 11-38-4-W5 and 
wished fo sell it. After checking it over, Dad 
found the NE quarter was mostly brush with 
about 20 acres bare. The SE quarter had some 
good timber with the rest mostly brush. A short 
distance from the road, which was only a cut 
Une, was a flowing spot of water. He decided this 
had to be his new home. He made a down pay- 
ment and returned home. 

‘He wrote his dad that he had found a half sec- 
tion of land with lots of timber for lumber, good 
soil and water. Grandad sent the balance of 
the money and we owned the land by January, 
1922. 

‘That spring, Dad put his prairie crop in. He 
loaded his horses and machinery and headed 
northwest. He broke a piece of land, built a four- 
room log shed and dug a well only'26 feet deep 
with lots of water. In the fall he returned south to 
take off the crop. We salvaged all the lumber 
from barn, granaries, shed and house. We even 
took the fences. We arrived at Hespero on April 
6, 1923, accompanied by a young neighbour 
fello\ 

Phil Laybourne and several others met us 
with sleighs and horses, to move my mother, two 











sisters and the household effects. Dad, Henry 
and I rode our saddle horses to drive the cattle 
and horses to our new home. 

It was so different from the prairie. It was all 
closed in with bush. There was no place tohave a 
horse race. We could not see our neighbor's 
buildings but we had lots of water and fire wood. 
It was only two miles to Gaetz school. 

Dad started clearing and breaking land. He 
cut lumber during the winter. There was a good 
sawmill, owned by August Lipka and Sons, only 
seven miles from home. 

‘That summer we had a good garden, grain 
and lots of wild fruit such as raspberries, 
saskatoons, cranberries and choke cherries for 
jelly. We ‘had good neighbors to visit and 
everyone helped each other. The years seemed 
to fly by, with a good living. Dad did custom 
work with his grinder and sawing outfits. Farm- 
ers worked with horses and slips, building roads 
to help pay taxes. 

Another daughter, Virginia, arrived in 
November, 1924. The NW of 11 was leased for 
pasture in 1925. He pastured cattle for his 
neighbors and was able to milk some of them. 
‘The fall of 1926 was very wet, with nearly 100 
acres of grain to be harvested. A stationery 
‘engine was installed on the binder to run the can- 
vas, and skids were placed under the bull wheel. 
Elght horses were needed for each four-hour 
shift. Thus, Dad's grain and some of the 
neighbor's was harvested. The motor remained 
on the binder for several years when heavy crops 
proved troublesome. 

In November, 1926, another sister, Ruth, 
arrived, 





Evelyn, Merle, Allce, Virginia, Ruth Martinson 


We had visits from former neighbors from the 
prairie. Dry weather and no crops forced some to 
leave. However, many of them thought it was too 
wet here and went farther south. Others bought 
land nearby. 

We had a well drilled 44 feet deep, which 
proved to be a flowing well. 

‘On returning from school in March 1928, our 
dad proudly announced the arrival of a son, 
Floyd George Andrew, named for his grand: 

fathers, 


Dad bought a stationery hay baler. He did 
custom work, and his winters were spent away 
from home baling hay. A Model A Ford car and 
‘two-wheel trailer was purchased. It now became 
my job to supply Dad with baler wire, gas and 
oil 

‘Our new barn was completed in 1930. Gran- 
dad Martinson visited and enjoyed our new 
home. He saw us breaking land with 12 horses. 
Dad raised horses and broke young ones for his 
neighbors. He never owned a tractor. 

Another son, Melvin, was born in April, 1931. 








Melvin and Floyd Martinson, 


Dad received a Government order to bale 
hay, straw and greenfeed for the dried-out areas 
of Saskatchewan. He was away from home from 
February till May. I seeded 180 acres of crop, 
with four horses on the seed drill, followed by 
four horses on the packer. 

Dad returned to Milford, Towa, for a visit, his 
first since leaving in 1912. A lover of rodeos and 
horse racing, we had a farm rodeo, complete 
with ball games, at our farm each summer. 

In the fall of 1933, we lost our home by fire. A 
new home was started in the spring. We had just 
moved Into it at harvest time, when we lost our 
crop by hail. Fields were under water and 
buildings were damaged. 

‘On September 4, 1934, Dad passed away at 44 
years of age, leaving Mother with seven 
children. Evelyn was then married to William 
Phelps and had one daughter, Marie. 

In 1939 Mother had a sale and sold the farm. 
‘She moved to Saskatchewan where she married 
‘Andrew Holm. They had one daughter, Ruby, 
now Mrs, Peter Chernawsky, she has eight 
children. 

Mother passed away April 8, 1975, at 82 years. 
Stepdad, Andrew Holm, passed away Jilly 22, 

;, at 80 years of age. 

‘Merle Martinson passed away from cancer in 

1971. 





Alice, Mrs. Fred Birdsall of Prince Albert, 
Saskatchewan, has five sons. 

Virginia, Mrs. Tom Hudson, of Summerland, 
B.C., has four children. 

Ruth, Mrs. John Bourne of Penhold has five 
children. 

Floyd married Yvonne Greenwood and they 
have four children, 

Melvin (deceased in 1959) married Marion 
Sands and had three children. 


‘THE MATT MATTSON STORY 
‘Matt Mattson came from Finland in 1926, He 
travelled the country from coast to coast for a 
few years and then settled in the Eckville area. 
In 1929, Aino Nisulla came from Finland and 
they were married the following year, living at 
Anil Bellikka’s for a year. After that moved to 
Mr. Ahola’s homestead which they rented for 
nine years. In that time, fall of 1934, we had 
moved to Richard Kangas’ place for one year. 
Then we moved back to Mr. Ahola’s place. 

‘Oscar and Helen started school in the 
Evergreen District. The name of the school was 
Knowiege. We had four and a half miles to 
school. It was closer to cut across the swamp and 
bush where Matt marked the trees, so we 
wouldn’t get lost and it was about two miles 
shorter. 

Matt liked horses and would trade them for a 
better or worse one. And maybe there was a 
dollar or two in it. And besides that, he farmed 
and had a few head of cattle. 

We had a lot of good neighbors. There was 
always a helping hand when necessary. Matt and 
Aino had six children who were born here. 

In 1940 we moved to Brightview District and 
made their home on the NE 22-45.26W5. Larry 
Lahti had moved us there. Elsie was born here. 

Oscar is single, residing on the farm. 

Helen married Viaho Havanka, and they live 
at Falun, They have three children. 

Violet married Ken Kaiser, and they live west 
of Wetaskiwin on a farm. They have two 
children, 

Paul married Maryann Scholze, and live in 
Edmonton, They have three children. 
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‘Three tall gels are Kangas's. Oscar, Paul, Violet and Helen 
Matton, 











Lily was born in Eckville in 1937, deceased in 
1938, 

Edna married Melvin Havanka. They have 
four children, Edna deceased in 1963. The 
children live in Edmonton. 

Elsie married Gus Stephan. They live on a 
farm west and south of Wetaskiwin and have two 
children, 

‘Matt Mattson passed away in 1961 at the age 
of 58, Mrs. Mattson lives on the farm with Oscar. 





‘THE McCUISH AND McCREIGHT FAMILY 

‘Mrs. Minnie McCuish was born and grew up 
in northern Ireland. Her family consisted of a 
son by her first marriage, Stanley McCreight, 
born in Manitoba, and a daughter and son by her 
second marriage, Nora and Bill McCuish, both 
born at Hanna, Alberta. Mrs. McCuish lost her 
first husband at Hanna in a drowning accident. 
Her second husband also died at Hanna four 
years before she came to Eckville. The family 
moved from the Hanna area to Eckville during 
the winter of 1937-1938, to the farm previously 
owned by R. H. Edgar of Red Deer. This farm is 
located one mile east of Hespero on the south 
side and adjoining No. 11 Highway. 





Bll MeCuish, Andy Murdock, Mrs. MeCulsh, Stan MeCreight 
snd Murray Trg. 


Only about half the land was under cultiva- 
tion, so the first few years were devoted to clear- 
ing the land and breaking it on the balance of the 
farm, Besides growing grain, they raised cattle 
and hogs and milked quite a few cows. When 
farm labor became scarce after the war, they 
discontinued milking, and a few years later sold 
their livestock and went into grain farming ex- 
clusively. About this time, also, they made the 
switch from the older way of harvesting to the 
modern method which did not require the extra 
help necessary with the threshing machine. In 
1947, they began harvesting with a combine, as 
did many others about the same time. 

The Immediate neighbors living on adjoining 
farms in those early years and who have since 











passed on were: Mr. and Mrs. Doug Snider, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jim Spence, Alex Ross, Mr. and Mr: 
William Cole, 0, J. Miller, John Cordon, George 
Currie, Carl Barhan and Jock Morton (who lived 
together at that time) and Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Saarela, who had the Hespero Service Station. 

“Many changes took place during the time that 
the McCuish and McCreight family lived at 
Eckville, some of the most noticeable being the 
amount of land that was cleared and brought un- 
der cultivation. The roads were greatly im. 
proved; nearly all were gravelled and some of 
the most important ones were paved. The rural 
schools were phased out during the middle 50's 
in favor of centralization, and the children were 
taken by bus to a consolidated school in a central 
location. The municipalities were also phased 
out in favor of the County System about this 
time. 

‘The coming of the modern utilities was 
possibly the most important event. Rural elec- 
trification in that district was completed and put 
into service by the spring of 1949. The arrival of 
the direct dialing telephone system with the 
buried cable in March, 1967, was a great im. 
provement over the old style. The organization of 
a gas co-op was the next thing to benefit the dis- 
trict. The work on the pipeline was started in the 
fall of 1971, and early in the new year many 
farms were using natural gas. 








Mrs, Nora Harte. 


Jim Harley - about 1938 


In 1940, Nora MeCulsh married Jim Hartley, 
youngest Son of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Hartley of 
Hespero. Jim served overseas with the Canadian 
Artillery during the war, and returned home in 
1046, They had one son, Jamie. The family lived 
at Hespero until 1958 when they moved to 
Calgary, where Jim died 10 years later. Nora 
Hartley and her son still reside in Calgary. 

Mrs. Minnie McCuish, who lived to a good old 
age, passed away in the spring of 1967, and was 
buried in Red Deer. 

Stan McCreight married Betty DeLong, 


formerly of Lacombe, in 1958, and they have two 
children, Joan and Bob. 

Bill McCuish and Stan McCreight operated 
their farms as a partnership under the name of 
‘MeCuish and McCreight during thelr entire time 
at Eckville. Stan McCreight sold his farm to Dr, 
R. L, Hay of Rocky Mountain House in the fall of 
1972, and moved with his wife and family to 
Calgary where they still reside. Bill McCuish 
sold his farm the same fall to Ralph Bruinsma, 
and also moved to Calgary where he resides with 
his sister, Mrs. Nora Hartley, and her son. 


McKELLAR, WILLIAM D. AND BEULAH 

William (Bill) Duncan McKellar was born at 
Glencoe, Ontario, December 29, 1910, the second 
son of Neil J. and Gertrude McKellar (Little). He 
came west to Jenner, Alberta with his parents in 
1917 where they farmed until 1925 when they 
moved to Turner Valley and bought a section of 
land south-west of town. His mother died in 1925 
and is buried in Jenner. His sister Flora, 
married Elmer Musgrove in 1925 and stayed in 
Jenner. She is at present living in Brooks, Alber- 
ta. His brother, Andrew, returned to Glencoe and 
in 1935 was killed while riding a bicycle. His 
younger brother Alex, married Edna Steen in 
1933 and they live at Drayton Valley, Alberta. In 
September, 1934, Bill married Beulah Mae Steen, 
second daughter of Carl and Florence Steen of 
Turner Valley. They lived at Turner Valley until 
1937 when their house burned and they lost 
everything they owned. 

Royalties in south Turner Valley was just 
starting as a town then and they built a new 
house there. Bill worked for Brown, Moyer, and 
Brown. In 1940 he went to work for Dominion 
Drilling on their rigs and worked under Ralph 
Binnings until 1943, at which time they moved 
back to Royalties. At this time they were getting 
tired of moving every few months — they had 
lived at Patricia, New Brigden, Chinook, Taber 
and Cardston sometimes moving twice to some 
of these towns, to be nearer to where the rig 
worked. In 1943 having saved enough to make a 
payment on a farm, they picked Condor, as the 
soil looked good even though it was raining hard 
that day and the road to the farm was im- 
passable. They bought the S.E. 36-38.5-W5 which 
was Bob Blair's homestead. The road from the 
west country to Red Deer had at one time gone 
right through the quarter and could still be seen 
at that time. 

‘They continued to live at Royalties until 1946 
when they moved to the farm which had been 
rented to Clayton Galarneau, Mrs. Galarneau is 
the former Ethel Bradshaw. However as there 
were only 72 acres cleared since they were farm- 
ing with horses when the Leduc Oil Field started, 
Bill went back to Gil Work in the fall of 1947. The 
family moved there in January of 1948. Bill got a 
job with Cody Spencer and worked for General 
Petroleums as Lease Crew Supervisor, 
sometimes involving over 150 men. He was also 
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In charge of crews trying to bring the Wild Well 
Atlantic No. 3 under control, 

All this time they were getting more land 
cleared on the farm and had bought some 
machinery including a tractor. The power had 
also come to the district and In April, 1952, they 
moved back to the farm, They bought seven head 
of Registered Ayrshire cows and a bred of York- 
shire sow. Over the years these Increased until 
they were milking 35 cows. They also sold 
hatching eggs to Red Deer. 

In 1972 they sold the milk cows and bought 
more beef cattle. Then in 1976 they sold most of 
these and now only have eight head of cattle and 
three horses left. The farm is rented and they are 
taking life easier. 

While in the oilfields Bill worked at various 
jobs, including fresno work, working on the pipe 
lines, building steel and wooden derricks, tear- 
ing them down, splicing cables and doing all the 
Jobs drilling an oll well involves, 

Since coming to the farm, he has been active 
with the 4H groups and was leader of the Condor 
Grain Club and the Evergreen Dairy Club. He Is 
active In the Elks Club and has held several of- 
fices, including Exalted Ruler. He Is also active 
in the Presbyterian Church. His hobbies now are 
learning to play the electric organ and barbecu- 
ing when the occasion arises. 

Beulah has had a busy life raising their faml- 
ly and helping Bill in all phases of farming. She is 
also active in the Royal Purple Lodge and has 
held several offices including Honored Royal 
Lady and District Deputy. Her hobbies are knit- 
ting and crocheting and they both love gardening 
and raising flowers and have a big yard to look 
alter. 

‘They have ralsed four children — Gertrude 
(Trudie) who was born in Calgary, September 4, 
1935. She married Car] (Bud) Gefle of Eckville in 
1955. They have four children — Michael, Tim, 
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Connie and Donna. They live at their farm near 
Eckville. 

Dale was born in Calgary, June 5, 1937. He 
married Carol Ann Westaway of Turner Valley 
in 1955. They have three children — Cherie, 
Donald and Wendy. Dale is a Staff Sargeant in 
the Calgary City Police, 

Robert was born in Cardston, November 21, 
1942. He married Sharon O'Handley of Eckville 
in 1962. They had two sons, Robbie and Mark. He 
is divorced and remarried. He and Carrolle have 
alittle girl, Johanna Jean, or J.J. as she is usual- 
ly called, They live at Abbotsford and Bob works 
for the Co-op Feed Company as a salesman. 

Barbara was born in Edmonton, May 2, 1950. 
She married Fred Fedorick in 1974. They live at 
Kamloops, B.C. and have a littie girl, Tara Lynn 
born May’, 1976. 





MEERES, HORACE AND EMILY, AND 
FAMILY 

Mr. Horace Meeres was born January 3, 1870 
in England, the son of a prominent physician, Dr. 
Edward Meeres of Melksham, Wiltshire County. 
He was educated in a private school at Plymouth 
and at age M4 years apprenticed on sailing ships. 
On one voyage, after sailing around the Cape of 
Good Hope to Tndia and the China coast, his ship 
was captured by pirates. He made his way to 
Canada in 1887 and after spending some time 
employed on railroad construction in 
Saskatchewan he came to Alberta and helped 
construct the Calgary-Edmonton railway in 1890, 

While working in Calgary for the city water 
system he married Emily Hornett on January 31, 
894, Emily was the eldest daughter of Sarah and 
Leonard Hornett of Kingsly, Oxfordshire, 
England, who had brought their three children to 
Canada’ in September, 1890. They later 
homesteaded in the Hill’End district east of 
Penhold, Alberta. Mr. and Mrs. Meeres also left 
Calgary’ and homesteaded in the same area. 

In order to make progress, like so many 
ploncers, the Meeres's had to seek employment 
to supplement the income from the homestead. 
Mr. Meeres was qualified as a steam engineer 
and was employed in that capacity on a steam- 
boat on the Kootenay Lakes, and in the summer 
of 1897 in a lumber camp on the Little Red Deer 
River, where Mrs. Meeres also was employed, as 
a cook. 

By 1904 schooling had become a necessity for 
thelr six children, so they sold the homestead 
and moved to Red Deer, where Mr. Meeres was 
employed as an engineer at the Red Deer Brick 
Company and later with Bawtinheimer and Sons 
lumber mall. Also in 1904 Mr. Meeres was elected 
to take charge of the first Voiunteer Fire Brigade 
in Red Deer. During his tenure as fire chief he 
rigged up a contrivance whereby the horses 
could be harnessed very quickly. This helped to 
Increase the efficiency of the fire department so 
that they gained the distinction of keeping the 
fire losses in Red Deer the lowest of any place in 











Western Canada. The brigade’s football team 
won provincial championships from 1908 to 1915. 
‘Thelr brass band was in much demand, as it was 
the nearest thing to culture in Central Alberta. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Meeres had played in the 
Salvation Army Band in Calgary and after mov. 
ing to Red Deer Mr. Meeres instructed the brass 
section of the nevily-formed Cadet Drum and 
Bugle Band in 1914. Mrs. Meeres raised a large 
vegetable garden, and her flower garden 
produced many prize-winning exhibits. 

Canada went to war in 1914, and Ray, the 
eldest son, enlisted with ““C” Squadron and went 
overseas in January, 1915 with the 12th Canadian 
Mounted Rifles. He was wounded twice — once 
at the capture of Vimy Ridge and later in the 
Battle of the Somme. After a long hospitalization 
he was discharged and sent home. Taking leave 
from the fire brigade, Horace Meeres went to of- 
ficer’s training school in Calgary and in 1916 
resigned as fire chief and went to England as a 
captain in the 187th in charge of “‘D"” Compan} 
Horace also was wounded at the capture of Vim; 
Ridge. After a leave, he was sent back to France’ 
and was promoted to the rank of Major before 
returning home. In 1919 he was appointed inspec- 
tor of the Soldier Settlement Board. The second 
son, Edwin (Ted) enlisted and went to France 
with the 50th Battalion in 1916. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Horace Meeres moved to the 
Condor district in October, 1919, bringing with 
them six of thelr children: Stewart, Milly, Rosie, 
May, Dorothy and Alberta. Wilfred and Ethel 
had died in infancy in Red Deer. The winter of 
1919-1920 was a long, hard winter. Feed was 
scarce in the Condor area, and many farmers 
were paying $10 a sleigh load for straw to keep 
thelr livestock until spring. Mr. Meeres hauled 
straw from Bill Cruikshank’s farm west of Con- 
dor village, but, in spite of all they could do, 24 of 
his cattle died before spring. Another trial of that 
winter was having no well. Drinking water had to 
be hauled from a neighbor's well and Mrs, 
Meeres had to melt snow for washing clothes, 
One night the upstairs part of the house caught 
fire, and Mr. and Mrs. Meeres, along with a 
neighbor, Mr. Bell, fought the fire with snow and 
melted snow, while the children huddled outside, 
wrapped in blankets, trying to keep from freez. 
ing. They managed to get the fire out, but the 
house was badly damaged. 

In 1927 Mr. Meeres sold the farm and moved 
to the village of Condor where he built a store in 
1929, and in the same year was appointed a 
justice of the peace. The family lived over the 
store until 1930, when they purchased the Pratley 
house. Mrs. Meeres was elected president of the 
Condor W.1. in 1927 and again in 1928. Mr. Meeres 
was elected president of the Condor Social Credit 
group, politics coming naturally to him since in 
the 18th century there were 17 Meeres in the 
British House of Commons. Mr. Meeres brought 
the Atlas Lumber Company to Condor in 1938, it 
being then known as the Condor Cash and Carry 





Hardwareteria. In November of 1938 he was 
elected president of the Red Deer Social Credit 
organization and was also president of the 
Eckville Hospital Board. Mrs. Meeres was also 
Interested In politics, and travelled with her hus- 
band to meetings in various towns of the area. 
‘They both took an active part in the Condor com: 
munity for many years, and both were members 
of the Central Alberta Pioneers and Old Timers’ 
Association’ having a life membership. Mrs. 
Meeres was a life-time member of the Women’s 
Institute and took a great interest in its affairs. 

Mrs. Meeres died in January 1952 and Mr. 
Meeres in September of the same year. Mrs, 
Meeres was 76 years of age, and her husband 
was 82 years old. Their funeral services were 
conducted by the Reverend J. C. Gardiner in 
Gaetz Memorial United Church and they are 
buried in the Red Deer Cemetery. 

Stewart Meeres, the third oldest son, helped 
clear and get under cultivation much of the 
farm, He obtained his first class teacher's cer. 
tificate at the normal college at Camrose and in 
11927-1928 he taught and was principal at the two- 
roomed Leslieville school. One morning while 
driving to school after a heavy rain his car 
slipped on the muddy roads and went over the 
bank at the top of a hill where the road wound 
down to the Horseguard river. Stewart managed 
to pull a coat over his head as the car rolled over 
and over and managed to escape serious injury. 
He walked on to Leslieville, and carried on with 
his duties. He had earlier taught at Shady Lane, 
Prairie Rose and Daisy Nook schools. While 
teaching at Daisy Nook he organized a hockey 
team, and while cutting curved willows to use as 
hockey sticks he suffered a bad axe cut to his 
foot. This required attention by the district 
nurse, Mrs. Eastman, In 1929 Stewart taught 
school at Nordegg and continued teaching In 
various other places throughout Alberta. The se- 
cond World War interrupted his teaching career, 
as he served with the R.CA.F. In eastern 
Canada, becoming a flight lieutenent. In 1929 he 
was married to Ida Wylie of Benalto. They have 
two sons and several grandchildren. They are 
presently living in Red Deer. 





‘Ted, Granpa Horace, Granma Emily, Stewart and Ray Meets. 
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Ray Meeres joined the family on the farm in 
1920. Tractors were being brought into the area 
at that time and he was much in demand to help 
neighbors get their machines running. In the fall 
of 1920 he ran the tractor for Mr. Bob Blai 
threshing machine while Mr. Bob Prendergast 
ran the thresher. Ray tells of scouring the dis 
trict for chains strong enough for the tractor to 
pull the thresher across ditches and through 
muddy flelds as they went from farm to farm to 
thresh the grain. Ray married Hilda Carlson of 
the Delburne district in 1926. He then moved 
ack to Red Deer where he was employed with 
Gifford Electric and was later a partner in 
Meeres-Hill Electric. Mr. and Mrs. Meeres con- 
tinue to live in Red Deer. They have five 
children, a number of grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren 

‘Theresa Meeres, the oldest ofthe girls, stayed 
at the farm at Condor for only a short period of 
time. She was appointed secretary of the 
‘Women's Canadian Club and served as secretary 
for Gates Manufacturing Company and for a 
time was on the staff of the Northern Crown 
Bank in Red Deer. She spent some time with the 
Salvation Army in Winnipeg and attained the 
rank of Captain. In 1927 she moved to Edmonton 
and was employed as a bookkeeper for the 
legislature. In September 1996 she married Don 
‘Thomson, private secretary to James Gardiner, 
Minister of Agriculture. The couple moved to Ot 
tawa when Mr. Thomson became secretary for 
Mr. Prudham, M.P., and Theresa became 
secretary for Canadian Author's Association and 
also was secretary for two authors, Duncan 
Campbell Scott and Mrs. Madge McBeth. In 1967 
‘Theresa and Don went to England to give a joint 
recital of their books of poetry at the British 
Poetry Society in London. Theresa helped Don 
with ‘the research for his books “Men and 
Meridians”, the history of pioneer map making 
in Canada, which was published in 1969, and a 
book on the story of early aviation in Canada, 
Theresa has had much of her own writing 
published in Canadian magazines while she also 
served as President for the Ottawa branch of the 
Canadian Authors’ Association. ‘The Ryerson 
Press used some of the Thomson's poetry in the 
book on the opening of the St, Lawrence Seaway, 
called “*The Royal Tour", published in Toronto in 
1959. Theresa and her husband had a joint book 
of poetry published in 1974, the same year she 
died at the age of 80 years. They had no children 

‘The second son, ‘Ted, spent only some of his 
vacation periods helping on the farm at Condor. 
‘As an employee of the Imperial Bank of Canada, 
he was moved to several points in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, working his way up until he 
became a manager, first in Saskatchewan and 
later in Red Deer.’ He married Miss Marjory 
Ramsey of Edmonton in 1934, They enjoyed 
winter sports and photographing wild life. One 
day near Jasper while getting a picture of a bear 
Just leaving its winter den, the bear, hungry and 














cross, took after Ted. Ted made good use of his 
legs ‘and got away, even hanging onto his 
-amera. Ted retired in 1963 and has since worked 
in the Red Deer and district archives. He won the 
Citizen of the Year award for his work in 1975, He 
‘was one of the members of the Silver Blades who 
was presented with a plaque for finishing the di 
tance in the Kinsmen Skatathon in 1976. In his 
80th year, Ted still skates once a week. His book, 
“The Homesteads that Nurtured a City", will be 
published in 1978. Mrs. Meeres died in 1969, after 
having been a faithful worker with the Canadian 
Red Cross and with their church, for most of her 
lifetime. Ted continues to live in his home in Red 
Deer, still writing, gardening, and fishing. 

In March of 1921 Milly Meeres, the second 
eldest daughter, married Norman Eastman, the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Eastman, who came 
to the Condor district in 1910. Norman was a 
veteran of the first World War. Milly and Nor- 
man farmed in the Northup district south-west of 
Condor until 1925, when they sold out and moved 
to Calgary. Milly then became a hairdresser. 
‘They have two children, eight grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. They live at Jaques Lodge, 
in Calgary. 

Rosie Meeres helped on the farm and 
attended school at Daisy Nook and Prairie Rose. 
She later helped her father in the store and post 
office. In 1931 she married Roy Warden of Con- 
dor. They farmed for some years before moving 
to the village of Condor. Rosie was a member of 
the Condor Women’s Mission Circle, She died in 
the Red Deer hospital on February 21, 1955. She 
and Roy had seven children. 

‘May Meeres worked in the Condor post office 
for several years. She married Max Gray, a 
grain buyer at Condor, in 1936, and they moved to 
Viking in 1938, There May ran a flower shop and 
Max worked for Viking Gas Company until he 
joined the armed forces in 1940 and went 
overseas. They later sold their house in Viking 
and moved fo Calgary in 1963. Later they 
operated a flower business for several years in 
Camrose, and May also worked in the craft cen- 
tre, She took many prizes throughout the years 
at fairs and exhibitions for her work with leather 
craft, ceramics, fancy work, flower making and 
weaving. In 1971 she won a silver trophy for the 
most outstanding rug in Design for Living exhibi- 
tion during Klondike Days in Edmonton. Several 
of her wall hangings are on the walls of the 
Parliament building in Edmonton. May at pre- 
sent teaches weaving in the Camrose area. Max 
Gray died March 14, 1977. They had three 
children, eight grandchildren and one great- 
grandchild. 

Dorothy Meeres, the second to the youngest 
daughter, took her high school and musical train- 
ing in Edmonton, where she stayed with her 
sister Theresa. She married Herb Stockwell in 
1934. He and his father were operating a sawmill 
at Arbutus and other points in that area. They 
moved to the coast of British Columbia in 























where they continued in the lumbering business, 
living in various places before settling in Sechelt, 
B.C. Dorothy put her musical training to good 
use, working with Girl Guides and senior 
citizens. After leaving the logging industry Herb 
drove a bus on the Vancouver run. They have 
‘three children and seven grandchildren, 

Alberta, the youngest Meeres girl, married 
Cecil Prendergast of Condor in 1934. Cecil 
worked as a sawyer in the lumber mills west of 
Rocky Mountain House. After farming for a 
while at Condor they ran‘a dairy at Sylvan Lake 
in 1938-1939, and lived for a while at Sechelt, B.C. 
before Cecil joined the army in 1942. In 1953 they 
moved to Calgary where they built'a house and 
here Cecil worked in the building trade and for 
the Carpenter's Union. Upon his retirement in 
1975 they moved to Sylvan Lake and built a house 
in Norglenwold Village, where they live at pre- 
sent. They have five children and eight 
grandchildren. 


MILLER, ORAL JAMES 

0. J. Miller was born in Island Brook, Quebec, 
‘on March 8, 1889, 

He was a member of the City of Calgary 
Police Force for four years before, and about 
three years following the first Great War, in 
which he served with the First Canadian 
Pioneers. He won the Military Medal and held 
the rank of R.Q.MLS. when he was demobilized. 

Following his retirement from the Calgary 
Police Force, he came to Hespero in 1920 and 
purchased the SE 30-38-3-W5 through the Soldier 
Settlement Board and in 1926 he purchased the 
SE 25-384-W5, a Canadian Pacific Railway 
quarter. He broke both of these quarters with a 
breaking plow and a team of eight horses, hand 
grubbing the trees and pulling the stumps with 
horses. He also did land breaking for the 
neighbours. 

©. J. was a very community-minded person. 
In 1923 he was one of the instigators of the 
building of the Hespero Hall. 

0. J. Miller passed away on December 11, 
1945 at his home at Hespero, nursed to the end 
by John and Annie Cordon and family. His inter- 
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ment was in the Hespero Cemetery, with A. F. 
Howick officiating. Percy Duffield sang 
“Beautiful Isle of Somewhere.” Pallbearers 
were Harry Bice and George Barton of Condor, 
Neil Maclean of Evarts, William (Bill) Ross, 
Stanley McCreight, Gerald H. MacDonell, and 
‘Archie Anderson of Hespero. Members of the 
Calgary Tank Regiment and other veterans 
formed a guard of honor for the ceremony. 

His sister, Mrs. Edith D. Hare of Edmonton, 
still visits the farm at Hespero. One of his 
brothers, Dr. C. A. Miller, lives at Sundre 


MITCHELL, ARCHIE 

‘Archie and Elizabeth Mitchell, with their son, 
‘Andrew, nine and daughter, May, two and one 
half, arrived at Condor, in April, 1929. They 
emigrated from Hamilton, Lanarkshire, 
Scotland. 

We arrived by train and were welcomed to the 
area by Chief MeDonald. We were then taken by 
a neighbor, by team and wagon, to our future 
farm home, about a mile east and a mile south of 
the Condor’ corner. 

Our first neighbors were the Mogers, 
Crowthers, Drivers, Murphys and Jim Tobin. 
Several years later, Mrs. Murphy was taken ill 
but would not enter hospital, the only place she 
would go was to our place so Mom could look 
after her. She died in our home and the funeral 
was held in our front room, with her friends 
standing in the kitchen and some outside as they 
could not all get in the house. 

‘A few months later another daughter, Etta, 
was born, and then in 1935, daughter, Joan, was 
born. 

‘AS children, we attended Prairie Rose School, 
and our first teacher was Miss Johannson, who 
still lives in the Red Deer area. Our mother, 
along with the other ladies of the district, used to 
put on plays, dances and box socials to raise 
money for Christmas treats that were given to 
all the children at our Christmas concert. We 
used to practice for about two weeks to get ready. 
for these concerts, and that night Santa arrived 
and handed out the goodies to all the young. 

We lived on this farm until about 1942, the 
farm was rented and Mom and the girls moved 
into Condor. Andrew and Dad joined the Calgary 
Tank Corps in 1941. Dad was later discharged 
due to his health, but Andrew went overseas with 
his regiment, Dad took a job at the Penhold Air 
Base, and we moved to Red Deer around 1943. 
Dad held this job until the war ended. The farm 
was then sold and we moved to our home on 54 
street. Dad then worked for Mr. Bettenson of 
Bettenson Cartage until his retirement. 

On Andrew's return from the army, he 
worked in Red Deer and married in 1948. He had 
a family of five, twin daughters, a son and two 
other daughters. All his family but one daughter 
are married and have children of thelr own. An- 
drew was a captain with the Red Deer Fire 
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Department for many years before his sudden 
death in 1975. His widow still lives in Red Deer. 

May worked in Eaton’s store for many years 
before her marriage to Archie Allan in 1950. 
‘They have three boys and all live in Red Deer. 

Etta worked at Gaetz-Cornett before her 
marriage to Albin Anderson; they have one 
daughter and three sons and make their home at 
Ferintosh about 70 miles north of here. 

‘Mom passed away in 1955, just after planning 
a holiday to her family in Scotland. 

Joan, the youngest, worked in Eaton's and in 
1970 married Sandy Wilson. They have one son 
and farm in the area. 

Dad still lives in the family home on 54 street 
and keeps in fairly good health. He is in his 79 
year and enjoys planting his flowers and looking 
after his yard in the summer. 





MORRISON, CLIFFORD 

T was born in Simcoe County, Ontario. As a 
baby, I was taken to Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. 
Thad my schooling there and when I was 16 my 
mother and step-father moved to Alberta. They 
settled on a rental farm in the Condor area in 
1928. 

When we first arrived in the Condor area, 
there was only dirt roads, not too many people 
went to Red Deer. Where the springs are along 
the highway between Eckville corner and 
Benalto, we had to drive on planks to get 
through. In 1929, Walter Syren and I worked on a 
road crew hauling brush and dirt to make, what 
is now, the highway passable for the few cars to 
go to Red Deer. 

In 1944, I was married to Lola Ray of the 
Ledue area. We lived in North Vancouver where 
our oldest daughter, Betty, was born. We came 
back to the Condor area and rented land where 
Carl Kendze now lives. From there, we also 
rented the farm Jim Bott has now before buying 
land and settling where we live now. Our other 
children were all born in this area and had their 
schooling here. Some of them have left the area 
such as Betty and Henry Housen and three 
children at Alix, Tom and Judy Morrison and 
five children on the farm with us, Mary and Ron 
‘Ames and four children at Rocky Mountain 
House and Nola Massey at Freeport, Texas. 

T can sure see a lot of changes since first 
arriving in the Condor area. 





OASTROM, OSCAR 

Oscar Oastrom was born in Lekvattnet, state 
of Varmland, Sweden, on April 11, 1887. He im- 
migrated to Canada at the age of 19 years, in 
May, 1906. He landed in Red Deer and stayed 
with’a cousin, who had come from Sweden to 
Canada a few years earlier. It was through the 
encouragement of his cousin that Osear came to 
Canada, After coming to Red Deer, he and Eli 
Anderson worked at the Red Deer quarry for a 
time. In 1907, he came to the Withrow area and 
took up a homestead, SW 22-39-4-W5. He lived 
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here for a while, then, finding it hard to make 
ends meet, decided to go to the lumber camps at 
Fernie, B.C. for the winter, to make a grub 
stake. In the summertime he came back to his 
homestead and built himself a shack and began 
to clear his land. After settling here he started 
hauling freight for the Macdonnell Bros., from 
Red Deer to Pitcox, now Hespero. In 1917 he 
bought another quarter just west of his 
homestead land, 

Finding {t lonesome, he found himself a wife, 


‘Alice and Oscar Oastom, 


being married to Alice Bonk on July 1, 1919. She 
lived in Leslieville, so they went by wagon from 
Leslieville to Pitcox and from there took the 
train to Red Deer. After their marriage they 
came back to the homestead and Oscar resumed 
farming. 

(On October 11, 1919 they lost all their year’s 
crop through a fire caused by a spark from a 
steam engine. The engine was being run by Earl 
and Ralph Evans who were threshing the crop. A 
large new granary which had been built by Hugh 
Murphy was also lost in the fire. Having lost 
their crop and feed for the livestock, they had to 
get feed from somewhere. Henry Molander, of 
Eckville, and good friends and neighbors of the 
Wood Lake area gave them enough straw to 
carry them over the winter. 

‘The following spring, they decided to rent out 
their land, and had an auction sale on March 11, 
1920. They then went to Kandahar, 
Saskatchewan, where Oscar and his brother-in- 
law, Andrew Pearson, farmed two sections of 
wheat land. At that time the country was very 
dry, and the crops were very poor, yielding 
seven bushels to the acre, The dust storms and 
some tornadoes were terrible. While they were 
there, their oldest child, a daughter, was born in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. They named the 
baby, Freda. 

Finally Oscar and Andrew decided that it was, 
no use staying on this farm any longer, and gave 
up the land. Oscar and his family’ came to 
Wetaskiwin, and Andrew Pearson and his family 
returned to Sweden. 

While Oscar and Alice were living in 
Wetaskiwin, their oldest son, Ernest, was born. 





Freda, Erie, Alfred and Donald Oasrom, 



































However, they soon decided to move back to 
their homestead where they resumed farming. 
In 1929 they bought the NW 11-39-4-W5 from Dave 
Cloniger, in the Hespero area. They began farm- 
ing on a larger scale, raising hogs and cattle as 
well as grain, so required more land. As time 
went on, Oscar kept on farming and buying more 
land. His two sons were still on the farm and 
were helping him with the farming. 

Oscar served for some time as a school 
trustee on the Shady Lane School Board — from 
1929 to 1938. The Shady Lane School had been 
built in 1912 by Mr. Stockwell of Condor, Alberta. 
There were only four pupils attending at that 
time — Lucy Lowblaw, Norman Anderson, Arla 
Anderson, and Alice Bonk. The land that this 
school was built on was donated by Mr. Grant 
Hicks, now owned by Stanley Kauppl. 

Oscar and Alice had seven children, four 
daughters and three sons. Mrs. Freda Elson 
lives in Calgary, Mrs. Joan Kiprich in 
Lethbridge, Mrs. Lillian James in Calgary, and 
Hilda is at home. Ernest and Alfred work on the 
home farm and Donald, of Edmonton, works for 
the Department of Highways. 

After his retirement in 1955 Oscar made a trip 
to his homeland, Sweden, for a visit. On January 
10, 1957, at the age of 69 years, he passed away of 
a heart attack. He is buried in the Hespero 
Cemetery. 

The Oastrom brothers, Ernest and Alfred, 
have continued with the farming, accumulating 
‘more land and more cattle. In thelr earlier days 
they had done a lot of brush-cutting and breaking 
land for people around the country. Now Alfred 
is doing road construction work during the 
summer months with their Caterpillar tractor. 

‘They are also very handy at carpenter work, 
and both have built their own homes as well as 
number of other buildings on the farm, 

Ernest is married and lives on the former Bill 
Buckle place. Alfred is married and lives on the 
former George Lee farm. 
ts, Oastrom continues to make her home on 
the farm, 


PICKERING, GARY AND NELLIE 

Gary Lee Pickering was born May 6, 1945, se- 
cond son of William and Louise Pickering of the 
Durham district, eight miles south of Bentley, 
Alberta. Gary had all his education at Bentley 
schools. Later he worked in the nickel mines at 
‘Thompson, Manitoba for two years. There he 
met Nellie Rose Chastelaine and they were 
married on July 2, 1966. 

‘Nellie was born in Favorable, Ontario on Oc- 
tober 4, 1947 and moved to northern Manitoba 
with her parents, Mark and Annie, at an early 
age. A son Keith Warren was born March 30, 
1967. A year following their marriage Gary and 
Nellie returned to Alberta, They first made thelr 
home in Sylvan Lake and Gary worked for 
Western Stockyards In Red Deer. Lou Anne 
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‘Mabel was born October 7, 1971 and Nadine 
Cheryl was born December 12, 1972. 

In 1973 Western Stockyards bought the Angus 
‘MeFadden farm in the Daisy Nook district and 
Gary moved there with his family to operate the 
cattle farm for four years. When the farm was 
sold, they bought a mobile home and settled in 
Withrow. Gary works for Mike Shippelt Truck- 
ing. The children attend the Leslieville school. 
Gary has always been active in sports, hockey, 
football, fastball and now the pony chuckwagons. 
Nellie found life here very ditferent from Thomp- 
son but has adjusted and now enjoys living in this 
west country. 


PIONEER LADY—Dedicated to my parents Roy 
and Rosie Warden—by Shirley (Warden) 

‘On Thursday, January 5, 1978, my sister 
‘Treena and I visited Mrs. Annie Clement at the 
Pines Lodge in Red Deer. A first meeting for all 
of us. She gave us a poem our Grandmother, 
Emily Meeres, had written in honor of Mrs. 
Clements parents, Mr, and Mrs. Barton. It was 
on the occasion of their 60th Wedding Anniver: 
sary. 

To keep in family tradition, I wrote this poem 
in honor of Mrs. Clement and to all pioneer ladies 
mentioned in this book who have given us so 
much, We of this generation say “thank you". 

PIONEER LADY 
I met you for the first time 
In the autumn of your life 
And you have known fulfillment 
‘As a mother, friend and wife. 
For even as we chatted 
And you talked of joy and strife 
I felt a certain magnitude 
A quality of life. 
‘And its not found in tangibles 
But in sacrificial giving 
Faithful to the daily tasks 
‘The joy of really living. 
Your life it wasn't easy 
But nothing worthwhile is 
But its only when we're tested 
‘That one really learns to live. 
Over sixty years of marriage 
Is what was granted you 
‘A “gift of time” together 
‘That is granted very few. 
You have bathed a tiny infant 
And kissed away a tear 
Cleaned and sewed and sighed and laughed 
For those you love so dear. 
I don't know about tomorrow 
Or why some things have been 
But this I know for certain 
‘Today I met a queen, 











shirley (Warden) Reaman 


PRAIRIE ROSE (CONDOR) SCHOOL No. 1670 
‘The Prairie Rose School District was formed 
June 25, 1907. The lands included were N31 and 








32, T38, R4, W5, N35 and 36 in T38-5-W: 
20'and $29 and 30-39-4.W5, also sections 1, 2, 11-14, 
23 and 24, Sis 25 and 26 in T39-5.W5. 

On September 6, 1907, the board of trustees of 
which E. N. French of Evarts was a senior 
member and treasurer, borrowed $1,000 to bulld 
and furnish the school, to erect outbulldings, and 
to dig a well. This was the first school serving the 
homesteaders of the area. 

On June 10, 1938 the name of the school dis- 
trict was changed from Prairie Rose to Condor. 


PRENDERGAST, JACK AND AMY 

Amy Mary Elizabeth Hart, the second 
daughter of Sarah and Fred Hart of Leslieville 
was born September 18, 1913, in a log house one- 
and-one-halt miles south of Leslieville. Mrs. 
Harvey Bennett was the mid-wife. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bennett were also the Godparents, 

Amy attended Prairie Rose School Number 
1670. The three girls walked or in cold weather 
‘drove a horse to School two miles, Later a school 
was bullt at Leslieville where Amy finished 
school, 

Amy worked on farms at Ridgewood, also 
east of Innisfail. Amy was a good curler and was 
one of the gang to curl in the old straw rink at 

eslieville. 

‘Amy married John C. Prendergast of Condor 
on November 28, 1935 and lived on a farm one- 
half mile south of Condor. On August 2, 1938 a girl 
was born, Amy Marie. On December 22, 1940 a 
son was born Frederick Robert. In 1940 the fami- 
ly moved to Penhold, where the husband was 
employed as a power engineer. Then in 1943, the 
family moved to Red Deer. 

Tn 1944 Amy joined the Highland Dancing 
Association. Amy and her husband are both life 
members of this association. 

In 1957 the family moved north of Red Deer. 
In 1959 Marie married William H. Kerr of the 
R.C.M.P., and now reside in Scarborough, On 
tario. In 1976, Frederick was married to Alexis 
Prystupa and they live in Calgary. 














Jack, Wink, Ann, Cicel and Mother Prendergast, George 
Johnstone 
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PRENDERGAST, ROBERT HERMAN 

Robert Herman Prendergast was born at 
Campbells Bay, Quebec In 1865. On March 21, 
1893, he was married at Renfrew, Ontario, to 
Maria Jane Cote who was born at Shanville, 
Quebec on July 26, 1863. They first lived near 
Arnprior, Ontario and moved to Warren, Ontario, 
where over a period of 20 or so years they 
operated a livery stable, logged and farmed. 
‘They moved west in 1919 arriving in Calgary on 
the first day of April, 1919 and after a stay of nine 
months, they moved to Condor and rented the 
Homer Stockwell farm and lived in what was 
later known as the Scot Hastie House in the 
hamlet of Condor. Mrs. Prendergast served 
meals to the odd traveller Including the 
telephone gang when the first telephone line in 
the district was built. After subsequently twice 
renting farms on the prairle near Milo and also 
south of Richdale, Mr. Prendergast bought a 
C.P.R. quarter on Highway 11, one half mile 
south of Condor where they lived until retire- 
ment in 1933 when they built a house near the 
highway on thelr farm at what was known as the 
Condor Corner. Known to many as Mother 
Prendergast and Uncle Bob, their home became 
a rendezvous for many of the young people of the 
district ‘who would gather there to dance, box, 
wrestle and play cards. 

Mr. Prendergast loved hunting and for many 
years hunted with his son, Cecil, and Sam Barton 
and his sons, Frank and George. Driving with 
teams and wagons to a favorite spot northwest of 
Horburg, sometimes having to ford the North 
Saskatchewan River as the ferry was always 
hauled out of the river when the slushy ice 
started to run before the river froze for the 
winter. 

‘Mrs. Prendergast died on April 10, 1945, at the 
age of 82 years, and Mr. Prendergast died in 1963 
at the age of $8 years and 11 months. Their fami- 
ly consisted of four sons and two daughters, 
Cyprian, Robert (Wink), John C. (Jack), F. 
Cecil, Mrs. A. Riddell and Mona Warden. 

‘Mable Armarel was born at Campbells Bay, 
Quebec, on May 12, 1894, and was married to A. 
Riddell’ in eastern Canada and subsequently 
moved with her husband to Port Hammond, B.C. 
She is now in Vancouver. 

‘Mona Merle was born on April 6, 1901, at 
Hugel near Warren, Ontario and came west with 
the family and moved with them to Condor. She 
worked for some time in Ed Frenche’s General 
Store and was married to Roy Warden on 
November 11, 1920. She was a member of the 
Condor W.I. and an active member of the basket 
ball club. She passed away on February 22, 1924. 
‘They had two sons, William of Comox, B.C., and 
Richard who was a bomber pilot in the R.C.A.F. 
during the second world war. He was killed in ac- 
tion while posted to the R.A.F. in the middle east 
In March, 1944. 

Cyprian Lee Prendergast was born at Sandy 
Hook near Arnprior, Ontario on October 9, 1896. 





He enlisted with the 179th during World War T 
and served with the transport section overseas 
and returned just in time to move west with the 
family. Leaving them at Calgary to work for a 
time in Vancouver and rejoining them at Condor. 
He taught school at what was known as the 
Emberly house. ‘This school was organized by 
the community for one term, as the winter was 
so cold and there was so much snow that the 
children could not travel the three miles or more 
to the Prairie Rose School, which was located 
one and a half miles north and one mile west of 
the hamlet of Condor. He was married to Anna 
Stockwell in Calgary on February 14, 1921, and 
worked for some time with his father-in-law, 
Homer Stockwell, in lumber mills at Rocky 
‘Mountain House. ‘They subsequently moved to 
‘Vancouver and he died in Vancouver in January, 
1629, after being involved in a serious accident In 
a saw mill the previous year. His wife is now liv- 
ing in Vancouver. 

Robert Wellington (Wink) Prendergast was 
born on February 21, 1899, at Manal County at 
Renfrew, Ontario, and grew up in Warren, On- 
tario, where the family farmed, engaged in log- 
ging and operated a livery stable. He came west 
with the family in 1919 and was employed at Ed 
Frenche’s General Store in Condor in 1920. In 
1921, he farmed the Bill Stockwell place at Con- 
dor and in 1922-23-24, he farmed in 
Saskatchewan. Returning to Condor in the fall of 
1924, he was employed at Scot Hasties’ General 
Store from that time to the spring of 1929. On 
July 6, 1928, he was married to Hazel Dorothy 
Johnston who was born in Calgary. Her father 
owned Johnston Cartage Co. and who had been 
teaching at Shady Lane School. In March 1929, 
they moved to Red Deer where he was again 
employed by Scott Hastie in the operation of the 
John Deere and Regal Oil Bulk Agency. In 1932, 
he took over the Regal Agency, and in 1936, he 
moved to West Park to take over the sales of 
retail and wholesale products of the Great West 
Distributors Ltd. With the re-routing of Highway 
‘Two south from Gaetz Avenue In 1939, he built a 
service station and bulk oil plant on the south hill 
and took over the Minneapolis Moline Machine 
Agency. 

After disposing of his business interests In 
1942, he took over contracts for rural mail 
delivery, routes number two and four which he 
continued to operate until he retired in 1970, The 
Prendergast have one son, Victor Douglas, now 
living in Brantford, Ontario, and two grand. 
daughters and two grandsons. 

John Curry (Jack) Prendergast was born at 
Hugel, Ontario, on June 18, 1905. He moved to 
Condor with his parents, and worked in saw mills 
as a steam engineer, and was at one time in 
partnership with Homer Stockwell in lumbering 
operations. He was married to Mary Elizabeth 
(Amy) Hart, a daughter of Fred Hart, a pioneer 
Leslieville settler on November 28, 1935. They 
farmed the old home place at Condor until 1946, 








when they moved to Red Deer where Jack was 
employed as a steam engineer at the Alberta 
Dairy Poo! Plant until retirement. They had one 
son Fred, and one daughter Mrs. Marie Kerr of 
Toronto. ‘They still live on Highway 2A several 
miles north of Red Deer. 

F. Cecil Prendergast was born on April 9, 
1910, at Warren, Ontario and came west with his 
parents in 1919.’ He attended Haultain School in 
Calgary for nine months and completed his 
schooling at Condor. He spent his early years 
working in logging camps and as a sawyer in 
lumber mills in winter and on local farms in 
summer. He played soft ball with local teams 
and football with Red Deer in the Central Alberta 
League in 1930. He married Alberta Meeres on 
April 28, 1934, and they lived on a farm one half 
mile west of Condor for some years before mov- 
ing to Sylvan Lake where they operated the 
Sylvan Lake Dairy until the beginning of 1940. 
Alter spending a year on the west coast, Cecli 
enlisted with Royal Canadian Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers in 1942 and attained the 
rank of sergeant. During his five years of 
military service, Alberta remained in Condor 
with their three’ small children. In 1952, they 
moved to Calgary where they lived for 23 years. 
Cecil being empioyed as a carpenter, foreman, 
and building superintendent during that time un- 
til retiring in 1975, They now live in Norglenwold, 
Sylvan Lake. 

Their eldest son, Herbert lives at Half Moon 
Bay, Sylvan Lake, on an acreage and Is a con- 
struction worker. He has four children, two boys 
and two girls. Their second son, Clark, lives in 
Red Deer and teaches at the Red Deer College 
and has two sons. Their eldest daughter Mrs. 
June Smithson lives on a farm north of Rimbey 
and has one son and one daughter. Their second 
daughter, Mrs. Kathy Bergan, is attending 
University in California and ‘their adopted 
daughter, Shelly, lives in Red Deer and works at 
Michener Centre. 
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Prendergast four generations. Robert, Cel, Herbert and Steve 
st bor) 








PYKALAINEN, JOHN AND FAMILY 

John (Juhani) was born in 1882 in Kurkijoki, 
Karjala, Finland to Pekka and Katrina 
Pykalainen. They owned a small farm and a few 
domestic animals. This part of Finland was later 
to become Russian territory after the war of 
1939-40, 

‘John immigrated to the United States at the 
turn of the century; later he returned to Finland 
where he was united in marriage to Serafina 
‘Tirkkonen, In 1909 John and Serafiina left their 
homeland for America, making thelr home in 
Biwabik, Minnesota, U.S.A. Here their daughter, 
‘Alma, was born on New Year's Eve, 1910. 

Interested in the free land offered in Alberta, 
he joined a number of his friends and filed on a 
homestead in the Alhambra-Condor area. In this 
group were the Oscar Hillman family, the John 
Sutelas, Matt Kangas and the Jacob Tuhkanens. 
A daughter, Selma, arrived on a cold stormy 
‘March 26, 1913 in a little two roomed cabin on the 
homestead; a baby sister for Alma. 

In 1946 ‘retiring was a must as John and 
Serafina faced failing health so they held an 
auction sale and retired to Sylvan Lake. 
Seraflina passed away in 1960 and John passed 
away in 1970 at the age of 88 years. 

‘Alma married James Young and they lived in 
Vancouver, Wakeman Sound and Sointola, 
British Columbia. 

Selma married Andy Murray of the Diamond 
Valley district and they reside in Sylvan Lake, 
Alberta. 





SAARI, JACK 

Jack Saari, youngest son of Joseph and 
Elviira Saari was born December, 1930 on the 
family farm (SW 13-39-4-W5) which he purchased 
from his parents. In October, 1959 he married 
Selma Murto. They have four children: Brenda, 
born July 26, 1960 is in Grade 12; Carol, born July 
11, 1962 is in Grade 10; Donald, born November 
18, 1964 is in Grade 8 and Gerald, born September 
12, 1967 is in Grade 5. All the children attend 
school at Eckville. The family have been active 
in 4-H work. 


SAARI, JOSEPH 

‘Joseph Saari, third son of Mr. and Mrs. Victor 
Saari, was born March 19, 1888 near Humpilla, 
Finland, He left his father's farm to linmigrate 
to America in 1906, after his brother John sent 
him the fare. He joined his brother Walter's 
farming operation near Butte, Montana, and 
spent a few years farming, mining and lumber- 
ing. This was followed by three years’ employ- 
ment in building the Hudson’s Bay railway. In 
1915, after the railway work was completed, he 
travelled west to secure a homestead beside that 
of his brother John, in the Bingley district. He 
met Elviira Torsti that summer, just prior to her 
assumption of housekeeping duties in Edmonton. 
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Elvilra’s parents had homesteaded near 
Bingley in 1910 and had sent fare to the 15-year 
old Elvira and her sister Hilda, enabling ther to 
travel to Canada in July 1912. Elviira then went 
to work for the John Saari family as a mother’s 
helper in 1913, while attending school at Golden 
Heights under Mr. McDonald, but soon left by 
way of the newly completed railway to work for a 
lawyer in Red Deer for $12 a month. Her subse- 
quent employment in Edmonton was interrupted 
by marriage to Joseph Saari, and then ter- 
minated by the birth of their first baby, Juanita, 
in 1917. Mother and daughter joined father in 
Drumheller, where he continued as a miner for 
another year while Elviira ran a mine laundry 

They bullt their first home on their homestead 
in plenty of time for the arrival of daughter Elvi 
in April of 1919. This was followed by the 
purchase of three quarters of C.P.R. land north 
of Hespero in 1920, the beginning of the farming 
operation assumed by son Jack and his family 
when Elviira and Joe retired in 1959. 

‘As ploneers on the farm overlooking the 
Horsegaard River they built a log barn, a house, 
which was later added to many times, and other 
buildings, while hand-clearing for cereal crops 
and dairy cattle. 

In common with other pioneers of the time the 
Sarl family grew their own vegetables, made 
thetr own cloth and clothing, grew and manufac 
tured much of their own food while maintaining 
an active part in the community, Joe was a 
member of the Alberta Wheat Pool, a communi 
ty road foreman, and Elviira was a charter 
member of the Hespero Ladies’ Aid 

‘Another daughter, Aivi, was born in 1921, 
followed by a son, Eugene, in December 1923. 
Both the arount of land free of trees and the size 
of the family increased over the years. Edna was 
born in 1926, Jack in 1930, Miriam in 1932, Sylvia 
{in 1934 and Violet in 1939. All the children learned 
to speak English after starting school and hold 
dear many memories of the teachers and 
classmates of Shady Lane School. Some of these 
classmates might be interested to know that 











Joseph Saari Family. Back: Jack, Aivi, Elvi, Eugene, Jaunia 
roat: Joe, Miriam, Volt, Sylvia, Eira 








Juanita married Alex Linden and raised two 
sons and one daughter and lived in Edmonton 
prior to moving to Half Moon Bay near Sylvan 
Lake in 1977. Elvi now lives in Barons, her 
daughter Diana, married to Frank Gwozdz, lives 
near Eckville and her son Benjamin lives in 
Calgary. Aivi became Mrs. Henry Nuumi in 1948 
and lived on a farm near Picture Butte until they 
retired in 1976, still in the process of raising a 
family of five: three girls, Maryanne, Ivy, 
Marléne and two boys, Hal and Boyd. Eugene, 
now residing in Prince George, has a son, Matt. 
Edna, now Mrs. Alexandropoulos, has five 
children and four grandchildren. Jack, married 
to Selma Murto, is raising his two boys and two 
girls on the farm near Hespero. Miriam, now 
Mrs. Eino Porttin, lives near Syivan Lake, and 
has raised two sons, Wesley and Gary. Sylvia 
now resides in Red Deer and has two children 
and one grandchild. Violet, now Mrs. John 
Liivam, has two daughters, Liisa and Melanie. 

Joe and Elviira celebrated their Golden Wed. 
ding Anniversay in 1966 and continued to live in 
ther own home in Sylvan Lake until Joe passed 
away in March 1972 at the age of 84 years. In 1974 
Elviira moved to Sherwood Park, where she 
currently resides with her daughter Violet and 
family. 


SCHOFER, HENRY CONRAD AND ANNA — by 
Marian Schofer 

Henry (Hank) C. Schofer was born in Moline, 
Illinois, U.S.A., the eldest of three sons and a 
daughter of Joseph and Katarina Schofer. He 
married Anna Mary Schaefer in Kansas City, 
Missouri, U.S.A. in 1913. During the early years 
of their marriage they moved many times — to 
Florida, to Canada, and then back to Kansas Ci- 
ty, Missouri. Henry worked at such jobs as 
baker, street car operator, bricklayer, and as a 
fireman on the railroad. 

In 1921 Henry and Anna moved to Canada for 
the second time and took up farming in the 
‘Margo area of Saskatchewan. The spring of 1949 
found them moving again, to the Condor district 
of Alberta. Here they purchased the Walter and 
Bert Avery farm, where they continued to live 
until they retired from active farming in 1956. 

‘They have two children. Dorothy Anna was 
born in Wauchula, Florida and married Albert 
Erie Hornfelt of Margo, Saskatchewan. Their 
son Harold was born in Kansas City, Missouri, 
and came to Condor with his parents. He con: 
tinues to farm the same land, 

In 1960 Hank and Anna moved to Creston, 
B.C. for their retirement. Anna passed away on 
March 28, 1965, and Henry died on April 8, 1968. 
Both are buried in the cemetery at Creston, B.C. 


SCHOFER, HAROLD JOSEPH — by Marian 
Schofer 

Harold was born in Kansas City, Missouri, 
U.S.A, He came to Canada with his parents in 
1921. “They settled in Margo, Saskatchewan, 
where Harold attended school and later started 
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farming with his father. He moved to the Condor 
district at the same time his parents did, and 
purchased an adjoining quarter section of land. 

Harold Schofer and Marian Elizabeth Charles 
of Leslieville were married in 1955. Their four 
children are Dennis, who is presently working in 
Red Deer; Gary, Sharon and Vern, who attend 
school in Condor or at the David Thompson High 
School. 

Harold is musically inclined and has been 
known to “make the rafters ring” on a rainy day 
or snowy winter's night with his accordion, 
sometimes being joined by son Gary on the ban- 
jo. 

Marian worked for five years at the 
Leslieville Mercantile after attending school in 
Leslieville, and has been employed at the 
Eckville and District Savings and Credit Union 
for the past 11 years. They live in the Condor dis- 
trict, where Harold carries on his farming 
operations. 


SHADY LANE SCHOOL No, 2805 — by Magda 
‘Ata meeting of the newly formed board of the 
Shady Lane School District No. 2805, held on 
September 18, 1912, it was moved by Jacob Kult 
and seconded by’ Archie Douglas that they 
borrow $800 to build and equip a school. This sum 
was later raised to $1000. ‘The south-east corner 
of section 15-39-4.W5 was donated by Grant 
Hicks, a homesteader, to be the school grounds. 
‘The first board meeting held in the building 
was dated December, 1913. School opened in 
September, 1913 and’ Miss’ Flocella Johnston 
(Mrs. Barhan) was the first teacher. The follow- 
ing Were the first students: Leland and Keitha 
‘Tweed (Mrs. Fred Bott), Archie, Norman and 
Arla Anderson (Mrs. George Lee), Daniel Bott, 
‘Art and Lucy Lawson (Mrs. Ted Loblaw). It is 
said that Mrs. Lawson named the school “Shady 
Lane” because of the trees surrounding the 
school and the trail going by the school. Shady 
Lane was closed for a while in 1917. The pupils 
went to the country location of Prairie Rose. In 
the 30's, enrollment was up to 40 or more pupils. 
‘The Shady Lane School building was moved to 
the Condor Elementary school grounds in 1954, 
where It was used as a classroom for a short 





‘Shady Lane Schoo 














time. It is now a storehouse. Mrs. Florence 
Boomer was the last teacher who taught in the 
‘building. Magda Anderson was the last teacher 
at the country location. 

‘The usual improvements were made to the 
school and grounds. A barn, well, teacherage, 
new fence, chimney replacement, cement foun- 
dation and new cloakrooms were provided. 
‘Throughout the years the school was the centre 
of the social life of the area, Christmas concerts, 
dances, picnics, church services and political 
meetings were held there. It was also used as a 
polling station. 

Years ago Shady Lane won a contest in school 
ground beautification. Some spruce trees 
planted then are all that is left to mark the site of 
the school. 

Some of the teachers who taught at Shady 
Lane School were: Miss Flocella Johnston (Mrs, 
Barhan), Mrs. Edgar, Mrs. Brown, Miss Jones, 
Miss Tucker, Miss Ena Paul, Miss Mason, Miss 
Foss, Miss Cairns, Miss Anna Liner (Mrs. Andy 
Crawford), Mr. Tipman, Miss Cameron, Miss 
Rose Nielson, Miss Gertrude Hagerman’ (Mrs. 
Ewart MacDonald), Miss Nellie Saville, Miss 
Brietzka, Stewart Meeres, Miss Maggie Dams 
(Mrs. Briggs), Miss Hazel Johnston (Mrs. W. 
Prendergast), Miss Alys Maurer (Mrs. Elwood 
French), Miss Nettie Jean Phillips, Miss Magda 
Wold (Mrs. Norman Anderson), Mr. Kirsch. 
Apologies are extended to any who may have 
been missed. 

“The pupils in the last class at the country loca- 
tion were: Stanley, Marian, Eino and Eileen 
Kauppi; Marjorie Anderson, Donna Bott, Leslie 
Kult, Frank Kult, Fred Smith, Peter and Edward 
Duncan, It is not known for sure whether or not 
Gordon ‘Shea was one of the pupils in the last 
class. 


SKOCDOPOLE, CHARLES HENRY — by Gayle 
English 

Charles Henry Skocdopole, the eldest child of 
John and Marie Skocodopole, was born at 
Osceola, Oklahoma, U.S.A. on June 16, 1904. His 
parents were Czeckosiovaklan immigrants, his 
father having come to the U.S.A. as a child and 
his mother as a young woman. Marie was unhap- 
py with the Oklahoma climate, so they decided to 
immigrate once again, this’ time to Canada, 
when Charles was nine’months old. 

‘They arrived by train at Blackfalds and lived 
for a short time at Bullocksville, a hamlet 
between Haynes and Alix. From ‘there they 
moved to Botha where John filed on a homestead 
NE 16.38-18-W4, which is still in the Skoedopole 
family, now belonging to Charles’ youngest 
brother, Emil 

Charles attended school near the farm for six 
years but was more interested in the building of 
‘machines to help with the farming than he was in 
school. When he was 16 years old the automobile 
was just coming into its own and he decided to at- 
tend the Sweeney Automobile School in Kansas 











City, Missouri, U.S.A. When he returned he 
worked for atime as a mechanic in Ernie 
Snyder's garage in Botha and also ran the pro- 
jector in the local movie theatre. 

Land-clearing being one of the tougher jobs of 
the homesteaders, he decided there was a 
mechanical way to’do it, and the “Brush Hog” 
was created. The Brush Hog was built by Charles 
and his dad in thelr own shop. It was a V type 
brush cutter mounted on a 15.30 McCormick 
Deering tractor. It proved a very successful 
machine, clearing much of their own land as well 
as their neighbors’ land. In 1928 a 60 Caterpillar 
was purchased with a V brush cutter manufac- 
tured in Calgary mounted on it. From then on a 
commerical operation was set up by Charles and 
his brother Ed and the brush clearing moved 
west. In the fall of 1929 they were on the north 
side of Sylvan Lake straight in line with the main 
street. 

‘That November Charles, his two brothers and 
several others went moose hunting at Goose 
Lake, northwest of Barrhead. While they were 
there the Athabasca River ferry crossing froze 
over and everyone except Charles and Bill 
MeChesney crossed the river in a basket to 
return home. Charles stayed to take the truck 
home when the river froze hard enough to cross, 
and Bill didn’t want to go in the basket. 

While they were waiting they went to work at 
the Pink Abernathy Mill where Mildred Strand, 
hls future wife, was working as a cook's helper. 
They were married the following March 3, 1930 
and then went to Botha for about a year. These 
being depression years, they decided to return to 
the north to the sawmills for work, working in the 
Abernathy and Tom Wolfinger ‘mills. Charles 
mostly hauled lumber to Westlock and Edmon- 
ton. Roads were almost non-existent and he often 
had to load and unload his lumber several times 
per trip when the truck became stuck. While in 
this area their four children were born, one dying 
in infancy. 

‘There were no schools near the sawmills, so 
when Ronald, their eldest son, was ready for 
School they had to return to Botha and Charles 
went back to land clearing, which had been 
carried on by his brother Edward. 

‘On November 15, 1941 the family moved to 
thelr present location, NE 26-38-4-W5, having 
purchased the farm from Phillip Lloyd Cole and 
his son Ogden. It was fortunate it was a mild 
winter that year as the house was very poor. It 
consisted of a kitchen and living room on the 
ground floor and two bedrooms upstairs, these 
being heated by a hole in the ceiling above a 
heater in the living room. It was one of the first 
wooden frame houses built in the area and one 
could see through the walls in many places. 
Every size of board had been used. Some had 
been hewed by an axe, and the building was lined 
‘with Norwegian newspapers of 1904 vintage, that 
Is, where the mice hadn't chewed them up. 
Everything was crawling with bedbugs, but 








Mildred did away with them by papering the 
whole house and then calcimining everything 
green. The green color came from the Paris 
Green poison added to the calcimine. The house 
was repaired so as to become liveable and a 
bedroom and porch were added. The family lived 
in that house until 1954, when they built their pre- 
sent home. Charles soon added a repair shop to 
the building site and continued clearing land, 
repair work and farming. 





‘Skoedopole breaking plow. 


When Ronald finished school he went to work 
for Charles on the brush cutters during the 
summer months. The local oll boom was in full 
swing and Ron decided to make a year-round 
operation with the Cats, and went to work clear- 
ing for seismic lines in the winter of 1953. In 1954 
Charles purchased another Cat, a D-6, and the 
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year-round seismic clearing operation began. 
When Glenn finished school a partnership was 
set up between the four family members and a 
few years later the business was incorporated to 
become Skoedopole Construction Ltd. Charles 
was never actively involved with the oil 
operations, but looked after the business at home 
and the machine shop. The company has ex- 
panded the machine shop to become fully 
equipped, and many a neighbor knows he can get 
emergency repair work done at any time when 
Charles is home. 

‘In 1973 Charles gave up his share of the com- 
pany to his two sons and son-in-law and semi- 
retired. He and Mildred spend their winters in 
Victoria, B.C., where they enjoy ocean fishing. 

Charies ‘has always been interested in the 
progress of his community and was an early ad- 
voeate for rural electrification and rural gas. He 
was a director on the R.E.A. from its beginning. 
in 1947 and the gas Co-op from its beginning, 
When the Raven Municipality became a Local 
Improvement District in 1957 Charles was 
elected to the first advisory board for the L.L.D., 
and has remained on the board as the local 
representative to the present time. 

Charles and Mildred have three children, 
Ronald Charles married the former Caroi 
Kangas, daughter of Urho and Letty Kangas of 
Evergreen. They have three children, Clifford, 
Pamela and Pairicia, 

Gayle Elsie is married to Ralph English, son 
of Melvin and Ivy English of Calgary. They have 
three children — Rodney in Edmonton, Dale in 
Eckville and Dianne, wife of Bradley Forsythe of 
Rocky Mountain House. 

Glenn Lyle is married to Fern Catherine 
‘Thorkman, youngest daughter of Charles and 
Sylvia Thorkman of Eckville. They have four 
children — Steven, Susan, Carla Jean and 
Gerald. 








SMITH, JAMES — by James Smith 

James Smith was born in 1915 at Irvine, 
Alberta. At the age of six years the family moved 
to the Alex Staudinger farm at Benalto, where 
we lived for three years. Like most farm people, 
our parents had very littie money, so when any of 
the family could, they would get a job. In 1927, at 
the age of nine years, Iwas lucky enough to work 
for Mr, Tom Britton, milking cows and putting 
up hay, at a wage of $5 per month. That summer 
was one of the happiest that I remember, as Mr. 
Britton sang or joked every day. Sometimes on 
weekends we pui some cattle or horses in the cor- 
ral and had our own small rodeo. 

In 1927, our family moved two miles east of 
Benalto where we stayed until 1938, remember 
it was every boy's ambition to get out with the 
threshing crew. At the age of 14 years T went for 
28 days. Threshing was a hard job, but a lot of 
fun, too. 

‘A quarter section of land was bought in 1938 
north of Eckville where my brother John and I 











‘Sith family harvest. 


spent the summer, living in a granary. While 
staying there we summer fallowed the land. In 
the evenings Oiva Elson, Charlle Kasper, and 
Frank Zaleski came down to swim in the river or 
play cards. Saturday evening was steam bath 
night at our good neighbours’, the Elsons or the 
Kaspers. 

In the following years the six boys in the faml- 
ly bought a half section of land from George and 
John Cristie two miles west of Eckville. Here we 
farmed until 1946, and were known as “The 
Smith Brothers”. ‘The house on this farm was 
close to the railroad and on the days when the 
trains went by we often counted the men riding 
the box cars looking for work. One day I counted 
34 fellows on the cars. Whlie farming there I 
remember two winters spent hauling cordwood 
‘with horses to the Eckville creamery to keep the 
bollers going. In 1943 we took on the job of haul- 
ing gravel for the foundation of the Eckville 
Hospital. John Maki and Curtis Bromling also 
had teams working on this job. 

During the fall of 1947, the Smith Brothers 
partnership was dissolved, so I moved to the NW 
12-39-4-W5, north of Hespero, where my family 
and I still farm, 

Elsie Gerbatch was born in Brawlaw, Ger- 
many, in the eastern zone of what is now a part of 
Poland, This area was occupied by the Russians 
after the war. After some hazardous attempts 
Elsie escaped to the west in 1950. Her brother-in- 
law, who had immigrated to Calgary in May 
3950, arranged for Elsie to come along with his 
wife and family to Calgary. After she had 
worked out for three years 1 was fortunate 
‘enough to meet Elsie and on May 1, 1953 we were 
married. In 1965 my uncle, James Smith, retired 
from the Bank of Montreal to come west from 
‘Toronto and live on our farm. He stayed with us 
until his passing, 

Elsie and I have four sons and one daughter: 
Fred, Stephen, Ralph, Linda and Gordon, Fred 
moved to Calgary, after graduating from the 
Calgary School of Technology, to work for Atco 
Industries. On May 3, 1969 Fred married Lynne 
Carlson, and they have two boys, Colin James 
and Mark Andrew. 








Stephen farms in the Eckville area in 
partnership with his brother Ralph. He married 
Mary Ann Waisanen on August 9, 1975. Ralph 
married Joan Staniforth July 24, 1976. They have 
a son, Gerald William. 

Linda is in her second year at the University 
of Calgary. She hopes to become a teacher. Gor- 
don, our youngest son, attends the Eckville High 
School. 








SYREN, WAINO WILHELM 
Seven generations: 

1, Matt, Mathew's son, Pietila, Born in 
Konithahti, Finland. Died 1742. His wife, Briita, 
Andrea’s daughter, born in Kovemake 1674, Died 
i751. 

2, John, Matt's son, Pietila, born December 
18, 1705. Died March 16, 1781. His wife, Mary, An- 
drea’s daughter, born in Sakyla 1705. Died July 
26, 1765. 

3. George, John’s son (Ketola) in Junkkala, 
born March 24, 1744. Died November 27, 1809. His 
wife, Stina, Thomas’ daughter, ‘born in 
Auvoinen, October 8, 1753. Died March 1, 1821. 

4, John, George's son, Ketola, born April 4, 
1780. Died February 17, 1853. His wife, Regina, 
John's daughter, Junkala, born February 12, 
1856. 

5, Gustav, John’s son, Syren, born November 
23, 1815. Died April 29, 1885. ‘His wife, Leen, 
John's daughter, Antila, born January 3, 1817. 
Died July 21, 1875. 

6. Wilhelm, Gustav's son, Syren, born in 
Auvoinen, August 1, 1851, Died March 17, 1931. 
His wife, Johanna, Branat, born in Bortom (Pit- 
tikyla) in June 1858. Died February 10, 1941. 

. Waino Wilhelm, Wilhelm’s son, Syren, born 
at Honkiihti, Touru Laane, Finland, January 22, 
1890. His wife, Alma Lousa, born September 28, 
1891, at Antari, Waasan Laane, Finland. Her 
father, Heiki Lousa, Finland. Her mother, 
Agatha Lousa (Jakiaho). 

‘After emigrating from Finland, Waino and 
Alma met and married in San Francisco on 
‘August 12, 1913, then homesteaded at Condor in 
January, 1914. Their children were born at Con- 
Gor, Alberta, Walter Wilhelm born June 26, 1914. 
His wife, Alice (Taylor). They reside at Condor. 
‘Anna Alma born September 1, 1916. Her husband 
is William von Hollen and they reside at Alham- 
bra, Alberta. Ivan Elmer born August 19, 1918. 
He Served in World War Il overseas and returned 
home when the war ended; accidental death 
June 20, 1950. Agnes Johanna born September 13. 
1920, resides at North Surrey, B.C.; her husband, 
Cliff Gibson, deceased November, 1977. Jennie 
Helen born October 16, 1925, and her husband, 
Verner Elson, reside at Eckville, Alberta. Olga 
Matilda born’ September 9, 1927, and her hus- 
band, Clarence Needham, reside at Alhambra, 
Alberta. Larry Levi born November 6, 1929, 
deceased November 29, 1929. Hilja Elizabeth 
born March 3, 1931 and her husband, Jerry 








Jones, reside at Calgary, Alberta. Alli Margaret- 
ta born January 16, 1934, and her husband, 
George Datema, reside at Royston, B.C. 

The first year on their homestead they had 
one cow and a team of oxen. On one trip that 
Waino made to Sylvan Lake with his team of 
oxen to get seed grain, he fell asleep coming 
home by Benalto in the afternoon. When he woke 
up he was at Pitcox (now Hespero) in the night; 
the moon was shining, one ox was standing up 
and the other one was lying down chewing his 
cud. He arrived home the next morning; travel 
was somewhat slower then! 

What would you think of walking to Red 
Deer? Well, Waino did, to file on his homestead! 
He recalls walking many trips with a bundle of 
bedding and clothing on his back to brush camps 
looking for work west of Rocky Mountain House. 
One winter he snared rabbits to bring in a few 
cents. One hundred rabbits were sold to Adams’ 
Store at Alhambra for two and a half cents 
apiece! 

Waino and his wife, Alma, reside on thelr 
farm, N.E. 19-38-4-W5, at’ Condor. They 
celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
on August 12, 1973. In 1978 they will be 
celebrating 65 years of living together. 





TAYLOR, LEROY 

‘was born in Bowden in the year of 1925, April 
9. My father moved to Condor in October, 1934, 
where he lived until 1964, farming all the time. 
Mr. Baker lived to the north of us, Mr. Black to 
the west, Mr. Warden to the south, Mr. Melnyk to 
the east. I went to school at Condor and Prairie 
Rose. 

It was very cold in the winters. In those days 
the kettle on the stove would freeze at night. We 
had a few foxes and mink for a while, then just 
milk cows after that. 

‘My mother passed away on May 5, 1953 while 
on the farm. My dad passed away on December 
2%, 1976. He was living in Sylvan Lake at the 
time and was 87 years old. 

There were four of us in the family, three 
sisters and I was the only boy. One sister passed 
away in June, 1967. 








THE TWEED FAMILY — by Leland Tweed 

‘My father, Knud Tweed, with his brothers, 
sisters and their mother came from Norway and 
settled near Montour, Iowa. His father died in 
Norway and is buried there. Little is known of 
their background. 

‘My mother, Rachel Rasmus, came from 
Norway with her parents, George and Caroline 
Rasmus, sister Nellie and brother Benedict in 
about 1887. They settled in LeGrand, Iowa, and 
the children attended school there. Grandpa 
worked in a stone quarry about a mile away. My 
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mother married Knud Tweed and went to live on 
the farm about three miles from LeGrand. My 
mother was left a widow in 1909. We stayed on 
the farm for three years and then had a farm 
sale, buying a home in LeGrand in 1912. Shortly 
after we moved, her son Clifford died and, since 
Mother’s family — parents, brother and’ sister 
Nellie, and Ell Anderson — had all come to 
Alberta to homestead, she was left the only one 
of her family in Towa. Her parents wanted her to 
come to Alberta to stay for the winter, which we 
did. That winter she met and became engaged to 
George Jayes, which meant we would be coming 
to Alberta to make our home. We went back to 
Towa in February 1913 and then made plans to 
return to Alberta that fall. We sold our home and 
shipped our household beiongings by box-car. It 
took a month for it to arrive in Red Deer and 
several neighbors went to Red Deer by wagon to 
bring us our belongings. We settled in a house 
nearby and my sister Keitha and I went to Shady 
Lane School that had been built that summer. 
‘That swelled the enrollment to eight; the same 
school housed 45 pupils many years later when 
Alys Maurer taught all eight grades. 





Early in the spring of 1914, my mother and 
George Jayes drove to Red’ Deer and were 
married. A short time later we moved to the cosy 
little home he made for us. It was not finished but 
it had three nice windows, a shingled roof, one 
large room and bedrooms upstairs. 


George enjoyed working with an axe — either 
cutting tire-wood or hewing logs. He served on 
Shady Lane school board. This quarter section 
was on the same section where all Mother's 
relatives lived, and she enjoyed being near her 
family, but only for a short time, as we moved to 
Castor'on an open half section in the fall of 1915. I 
attended Arthurdal School north of Fleet until 
1918 when my schooling was terminated because 
of the flu epidemic, the schools being closed for a 
time. Later, because of the dry years on the 
prairie, we moved back to the homestead here. 
My mother always enjoyed looking after 
chickens. They built a hen house for 100 hens. 
Dick Schouten lived across the road on the Frank 
Buckle homestead and bought produce to send to 
the coal mines in Nordegg. He gave them an ex- 
tra two-and-a-half cents a dozen as he knew he 
could guarantee fresh eggs to his special 
customers living there, So when a 12 dozen crate 
was filled, George carried it to Dick and 
received cash every time. 





In 1926 I went back to Iowa and worked on a 
farm there. While there I met my future wife, 
Grace O'Neal. I returned to Alberta, rented a 
farm in the Marianne district and two years later 
went back to Iowa and was married (1928). We 
came to Alberta to farm in the Condor district, 
While I was away Mother passed away of 








pneumonia. Having cooked in a lumber camp In 
California, George was quite capable of looking 
after their three children, Gladys, the eldest, 
was 14 and Elmer (Bud) and Nellie younger — 
all going to Shady Lane School. Four months 
after mother's passing, George, too, passed 
away. He took sick and died quite suddenly of 
pneumonia. The three young folks then made 
their home with Grace and me. They lived with 
us until they were old enough fo go out on their 
own. Gladys married Johnnie Rasmussen and 
Nellie married Richard Rasmussen, Johnnie's 
nephew. Elmer served in World War I. 

We had three sons — Myron, born 1930, and 
twins, Vernon and Virgil, born 1934. Our home is 
the former Otto Neigard land that they bought 
from the Hudson's Bay Co. and fs a half mile 
north of Condor, where the boys went to school. 

Grace passed away In 1942 from a heart con. 
dition brought on by rheumatic fever. She lived 
for her family, her home, and her church. She is 
buried in Leslieville cemetery, where my mother 
and step-father are also buried. 


Myron took Grade 11 and 12 at Didsbury, 
there being no high school in Condor. After 
graduation he went to Bible School there and also 
studied music. Later he went to Cascade College 
in Portland Oregon, where he met Pauline Pet- 
ticord, who was also studying music. They were 
married in Portland. Myron has made music his 
profession and after studying in several places 
received his Doctor’s Degree in California. He 
teaches music in Point Loma College in San 
Diego, California. He is also minister of music at 
the Rancho Bernardo Community Church in 
Rancho Bernardo. They have two sons and two 
daughters. Randy finished high school and is 
studying music. Robin has finished high school 
this past year. Greg and Heather are both in 
school. The family gave a concert at Condor last 
September. 


‘Vernon and Virgil took their schooling in Con: 
dor and attended Bible School in Didsbury. Ver. 
non married Jean Vincent of the Red-Deer Pine 
Lake area, He worked in Woodward's down-town 
store in Edmonton, then went to the new store in 
North Edmonton. He was later transferred to 
Calgary where he was in charge of sporting 
goods and toys. While in Calgary he was sent to 
eastern Canada and New York to buy toys for the 
store. Later, while in the Vancouver store he was 
sent to foreign countries to buy toys for 
Woodward's. He is now back at Edmonton's 
downtown store, where he is merchandise 
manager for hard goods. They have three 
children, Karen, Dale and Roger. 

‘gil married Joy Paul from Red Deer Hill 
area in Saskatchewan. He worked for the 
Government of Alberta in Edmonton and was 
later transferred to Calgary where he is with the 
personnel Dept. of the provincial government 
‘They have two children, Jill and Darrell. 
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VON HOLLEN, TED 

‘We came to the Condor area in 1945 at which 
time hog raising was our main hobby. At this 
time, we were handling around 250 hogs and as 
time’ went on, we got up to 425. Well, nearly 
everything got to smell and 100K like hogs, so 
after some of our debts were paid, the hog situa- 
tion got smaller and smaller until we had a quan- 
tity that we were able to handle properly. At two 
different stages, we nearly lost our new barn 
plus our piggery live-up, so at this point, we quit 
the idea of having sows coming in in the winter 
months and this, naturally, cut the work problem 
in half, As time went on, the pigs were all dis. 
posed of and Ted went into scrap and lumber; 
Kind of easing off somewhat in logging as age 
was beginning to tell, plus the fact that by now 
our seven children were all on their own, five 
married and two working out. (six boys and one 
girl was our family.) 

‘The scrap hobby resulted in much popularity 
for the boss, as he made a “‘tractor"" fence with 
1100 units in’a line-up across the middle of the 
eld and everyone who went by made a practice 
of stopping into see this fence. News of the fence 
reached to many parts of Alberta, as well as 
right across Canada, We even had a writer stop 
in from New York who said he was going to 
publish a book with Ted’s name and hobby men- 
tioned. We never did see the book but some 
friends of ours told us they read an article about 
the tractor fence in a book he read from a library 
in British Columbia. Ted also made a car fence 
which drew a lot of people looking for car parts 
and this is still in existence today in 1977, 

Lillian, his wife, has a hobby all her own and 
that is looking after and running a bottle depot on 
this farm. She got to know a lot of new people in 
this manner and Is widely known as well, I also 
raise a large garden to help out some of my 
children who live in the city where garden space 
is very limited, For an extra help to my fellow 
friends, [ also raise bedding plants, which seem 
to gain popularity as time goes on. I made my 
own greenhouse, starting on a small scale for my 
‘own use but within three short years I found it 
necessary to build another greenhouse larger, in 
size to accommodate my many new-made 
friends’ needs. I still have another hobby which 
takes care of the long winter months and that is 
skinning coyotes for those who can’t master this 
art, Even this adds to the pleasure it gives you to 
ssee the surprised look on the faces of the coyote 
hunters when they ‘‘can’t believe that a coyote so 
badly shot and mangled up” can look so good 
when the job on it is all completed. 

Well, all in all, if I have any spare time left, 1 
like to read my Bible, for it is from there that I 
get my strength and inspiration to keep going. 
Now don’t get the idea wrong, that I don't have 
any time left over, for that Is not so. I have 
already worn out my first Bible and found it 
necessary to buy a larger print book as my eyes 




















are getting a little bit old for the smaller print, 
especially for evening reading. 

Well, this is about all of my interests, except 
that we have a wonderful bunch of very good 
neighbors and friends, always there when you 
need them. 


WARDEN, ROBERT, 

Robert William (Roy) was born in Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, December 3, 1899. He was the 
youngest of three boys. The two older children, 
‘Jim and Dick, died at a young age, leaving Roy 
as an only child. 

In 1906 his parents, Robert William and Anna 
‘Warden, left Scotland; Roy would be seven at the 
time. They sailed to New Zealand and finally to 
Vancouver where the family lived until 1916. 
‘The Wardens then moved east, settling in Car- 
mingay, Alberta. In 1919, along with Mr. 
Warden's brother Archie, ‘they purchased a 
quarter section of land a half mile north and one 
mile west of Condor. 

Mr. Warden was very well thought of by his 
neighbors and friends. He spoke with a fine Scot 
tish burr. He rolled his R's and when he spoke his 
son's name, it came out “Rie”. He never 
smoked cigarettes and never swore. 

Mr. and Mrs. Warden were original 
homesteaders, Both had very fine qualities and 
high standards. They both attended the small 
church in Condor regularly. Mrs Warden played 
the organ for many years. 

Mr. Warden died in 1923, just before Christ- 
mas, Mrs. Warden was very musical and sang 
many Scoitish songs which her son, Roy, passed 
on to his children and we sang them many times. 
Mrs. Warden was an active member of the W. I. 
and the Mission Circle. 

In August of 1934, Mrs. Warden married Jack 
Shaw. It is noted in the minutes of the W.I. of Oc- 
tober 11, 1934, that M. Best and Mrs. Barton had 
bought them a chair. They lived first in the house 
next to the Condor hall until Jack Shaw built 
thelr own home across the road. Mr. Shaw with 
Bert Avery also built and operated a store which 
they later sold to Mr. Wallace Clement. Mr. 
Shaw died in 1946 and Mrs. Shaw (Warden) in 
1948. 

Roy Warden married Mona Prendergast 
November 11, 1920. They had two sons William 
Robert (Bill) and Richard Wellington (Dick). 
‘Mona died on February 2, 1924 and their two sons 
were raised by their two respective grand. 
mothers, Mrs. Predergast taking Dick and Mrs. 
Warden raising Bill, Both boys went to war. Dick 
in the air force and Bill in the army. Dick 
became an instructor pilot and was killed while 
on a training mission over Cairo, Egypt, in 1944. 

Bill married an English war bride, Mary 
Geale. Mary died in 1968 with cancer. They had 
two sons Bob and Barry. Bill lives on the island 
in Comox, B. C. In 1931, Roy married Rosie 
Meeres. ‘They had seven children: Horace, 
Shirley, Elsie, Bruce, Ted, Treena and Shelley 
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ur parents, Roy and Rosie, lived on the original 
homestead until 1947 when they sold it to Bill 
Lougheed. The short while we lived on the farm 
was filled with many, many events. Some good, 
some bad, but all having their place in the 
building of our lives. 

‘Mom and Dad were very unique people. Dad 
loved sports and was a fine athelete. His ball 
playing ability was well known throughout the 
west country. Both Mom and Dad were very 
musical. Dad played by ear and struck many a 
merry tune on the violin. Mom played the guitar 
and piano. They both enjoyed reading and telling 
us stories of their youth. Dad was especially fond 
of talking about Vancouver and Scotland, 

Perhaps it can be best summed up by the 
following poem which Dad often repeated and 
wrote in Treena’s diary. 

Breathes there a man with soul so dead 

Who never to himself has said 

This is my own, my native land, 

Robt. Burns, 
and Mom wrote “Shirley's” 

Be good sweet mald 

‘And let these who will be clever 

Do noble deeds 

Not dream them, all day long 

‘And you will find 

Your life will be 

One grand sweet song 
Mom died February 19, 1955, Dad aled June 6, 

‘One outstanding event was when our brother, 
Horace, drank some lye. He was.in the hospital 
and nursing homes for over five years. I 
remember Mom telling me that at least three 
times they were (she and Dad) asked to go to Ed 
monton to say good-bye to him that he survived 
each time and is still going strong today. He 
was elther two or three years old at the time. 

‘The fall of 1925 was very wet. A small creek on 
Dad's land had flooded its banks. Frank and 
George Barton were coming to thresh. Dad 
never got anyone else. Tt took four teams of 
horses to pull the grain separator across the 
creek. The water was up to the horses bellies. 

‘In 1988, Condor won the Alberta Fastball 
Championship. Dad was the pitcher and his son, 
Bill, was also on the team. He was also a pitcher. 
‘They never used gloves except for the catcher 
and first baseman. Dad’s son, Bruce, was and 
still is an outstanding ball player and has batted 
many a home-run for his team. He, Bruce, also 
liked to play pranks and was a ring leader of 
such things as turning off the main switch at the 
school when they (the Condor people) were 
watching a National Film Board presentation. 
He and his buddies would then run and hide from 
the wrath of their elders. Our Dad told us many 
adventures about pranks the young men played 
at Halloween. One was when they dismantled a 
wagon and carried it piece by piece up into a hay 
loft and put it all together again, to the amaze- 
‘ment of the farmer. 

















Our brother, Ted, inherited the love of sports 
from his father. He was and still is a good hockey 
player. I can remember him writing into the 
radio station In Red Deer and telling them he 
wanted to be a goalle like Turk Broda, who was 
the star for the Toronto Maple Leafs. He never 
attained this status, however, that is what 
dreams are made of! 

8. Reaman and Treena Mielke 


ROY AND ROSIE WARDEN FAMILY TREE. 
1, HORACE LENARD — Born Jan. 17, 1933, 


2, SHIRLEY ROSE — Born Nov. 13, 1934. 
— married Al Reaman 
— live in Red Deer 
a) Kerry 
) Randy 
©) Kathy 
married Dave Brzak 
4) Michael 
e) Danny — 1963-1967 
) Colleen 


3, ELSIE MAE — Born Sept. 18, 1936, 
‘married Bill Harrington 
— live in Calgary 
a) Dawn 
married Jerry Pauliott 
i) Crystal 
b) Bobby 
¢) Lori 
) Cinay 


4, RONALD BRUCE — Born Dec. 25, 1937 
— married Sabine Warden 
— live in Sylvan Lake 
a) Michelle 
b) Timothy 


5. EDWIN ROY — Born July 2, 1939 
— married Gail Warden’ 
— live in Benalto 
a) Tammie 
b) Jason 
¢) Trevor 


6, TREENA EMILY — Born Feb. 15, 1949 
— married Peter Mielke 
= live in Eckville 
a) Devin 
b) Darele 
©) Jill 


7, SHELLEY ROSE — Born Feb. 19, 1956 




















‘Warden family, 1981, Ted, Roy holding his daughter Treen, 
Rosi, Shey and Bruce. 


E. T. WOLD FAMILY — by Magda Anderson 

My parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. T. Wold, came to 
Condor in the spring of 1924. Thelma, Elvin, Roy 
and Erling arrived with them and I came after 
school closed at Leduc for the holidays. We 
rented land in this area for a few years. Then 
they went to dad's homestead near Breton, 
Alberta. The boys attended school at Prairie 
Rose and Shady Lane. Erling took Grade Fight 
at Daisy Nook. Mother passed away in 1956 and 
dad in 1958. 

‘Thelma worked in Calgary, married Ed Long 
and raised five children: Laurence, Edwin, 
‘Thelma, Donna and Gordon. Edwin was killed in 
a shooting accident when he was 16 years old. 

Elvin married Anna Hansen of Breton. They 
have three sons, Arman, Victor and Raymond, 
Elvin and Anna live in Leduc, after selling their 
farm south of Warburg. For a number of years 
they had the Battle Lake Store. Erling and Roy 
are farming south of Warburg. 

I, Magda, married Norman Anderson and 
have lived west of Eckville ever since. Our 
daughter Glenda married Robert Wacker, and 
they live on the Anderson place. They have three 
children: Cathy, Steven and Vicki. 

‘Our son, Norman Jr. lived only 17 months. 

Marjorie married Vern Harbourne and they 
have two sons, Kevin and Shane. They live at Ab- 
botsford, B.C. 

Norman died in 1973. He was interested in 
hunting and fishing and was a good shot. He shot 
a bear in their farmyard in 1922. Friends will 
remember Norman for his old-time violin music, 
I taught school in this area for over 14 years. 





Last West 


BARWICK, JOHN NE 32-42-4-W5 
‘John (Jack) Barwick first came to the Mount 
View district in 1909, and homesteaded what is 
now the Youb farm. He had immigrated to 
Canada with his boyhood friend Jerry Bell, from 
their home near Sandringham, Norfolk, 
England. They had worked thelr way west from 
Winnipeg and Mr. Bell settled on the quarter ad- 
joining the one Dad had chosen. Dad built a 
small cabin on the farm and cleared some land, 
then later went to Southern Alberta where he ob- 
tained work In a stone quarry near Nobleford. It 
was there he met our mother, Mary Sybil 
Nicolson, from Stornoway, Scotland who had 
‘come over to visit her sister. They were married 
at Lethbridge in 1911, then moved to Bellevue, in 
the Crows Nest Pass, where Dad worked as a 
miner and their eldest daughter, Babs was born 

Dad joined the army in 1914 when the first 
World War began, and served overseas for four 
years, mainly in France and Belgium. After his 
return, they moved back up to the farm in 1919. 
‘They had shipped their livestock and household 
goods by railroad to Lacombe, which was the end 
of the line at that time. 

From there, Dad drove a wagon hitched to 
four half-broken brones and loaded with the fur- 
niture, chickens and one sow, while Mother 
walked behind, herding the cattle. The trip took 
three days and she often told us the story of being 
so tired she could not walk another step on the 
last night of the trip, so they camped at what was 
later known as the Molene place, although they 
were only about a mile and a half from what was 
to be thelr home for the next 25 years. 

Tt was so cold during that first winter that new 
born calves had to be brought into the cabin so 
that they wouldn’t freeze to death and Dad said 
he went to Rimbey with the sleighs on May 24, 
1920, as there was still so much snow. 

‘Dad was very active in community affairs 
and worked very hard to get a school established 
at Mount View as the nearest ones at that time 
were Willesden Green and Leedale. We did not 
have a very large school population at any time 
during the early years but we were certainly 
very proud of ourselves the years we won the 
award for physical training at the Spring 










































Festival in Rimbey (about 1932 or 33) when our 
total student body numbered nine! Mr. Vic 
Winter was teaching at that time. 

Some of those who were going to school dur- 
ing the early 30's will never forget having to get 
up at five o'clock In the morning to ride 
horseback to Rimbey (about 14 miles) to be in 
our seats at the Rimbey High School by nine so 
‘that we could write our high school departmental 
exams. We were not allowed to write them in our 
‘own school at that time, and as the road to 
Rimbey was usually a sea of mud during the 
June rains, it was impassable for anything ex- 
cept horses. 

‘My sisters, Kathleen (Mrs. Earl Heyland) of 
Claresholm,' Babs (Mrs. I. Anderson) of 
Monarch and myself, Jessie (Mrs. J. Caddy) of 
Red Deer, all attended Mount View, Babs for 
only a couple of years, I for all my school life, 
and Katie for several years, although she was 
attending Meadow Vale also, for a year or so 
after it was built. 

Dad was a justice of the peace for the district 


sto R: James Coddy -sonindaw, Mrs. and Mr. J. Barwick and 
Jes taken about 1982 - house was bull by Mr. Barwick about 
wie 
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for many years and court was sometimes held in 
our home. During those times, my sisters and I 
were sent to the bedroom, with stern instructions 
to be quiet and not to disturb the proceedings, 
although we usually managed to peek out oc- 

‘Mother will always be remembered for her 
quict kindness to her neighbors and for her 
generosity in lending her beloved books to 


anyone who shared her love of reading: She was 
also very fond of animals and almost every four 
legged creature on the farm had a name and 
would come to her whenever she called. Some of 
them were real characters! 

Mr. and Mrs. Barwick sold the farm in 1945 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Sterling Moore and moved to North 
Red Deer. Dad spent his retirement years at his 
favorite hobby of gardening and his flowers were 
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admired by all who knew him and won some gar- built his own sawmill and sawed fire wood and 

dening awards. He was active until his death in lumber. He sawed some of the lumber for-the 

1970 ai the age of 89. Mother passed away in 1972. Meadow Vale school. Five children of Emanuel 

and Maria Bauer went to the Meadow Vale 

school, Len, Gilbert, Herb, Albert and Norma. 

BAUER EMANUEL Emaniiel helped built on the school. Emanuel 

"The Emanuel Bauer's moved to the Meadow and some of the neighbors went together and 

Vale district in March 1935 with a family of 10 sawed lumber to bullt on the school. He also 


children. Emanuel worked in sawmills, then he helped built on the roads and bridges with his 
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team of horses. The roads and bridges would 
wash out. 

He would use his horses to pull stumps out. 
Emanuel also cleared land by hand and with his 
team. Now easy with a brand new D 8 Cat. He 
also helped with threshing and haying in the 
area, and did some carpenter work. He also 
made shingles and people would come and buy 
them. He did a lot of blacksmith work and was 
ind of a vet for he would go and file the horses’ 
teeth in the area. 

When Emanuel and Maria moved in 1935, 
they stayed in Leslieville for a month while 
Emanuel was building their home. Mr. Denning, 
Ed Bauer and Emanuel went to Dave Adams for 
lumber to build their homes. 

Emanuel did some farming until their retire- 
ment in 1969. ‘Then they lived at the Twilight 
Lodge in Red Deer until 1966 when Emanuel 
Passed away. Marla now lives with her son, 
Albert, 


THE BEIERBACH FAMILY 

Herb and Kay Belerbach bought a quarter of 
land from Ragnvold Caspersen in September of 
1943 and moved on it in June of 44. As Herb was in 
the forces, Kay lived there alone until after the 
war, looking after the farm and teaching Mount 
View School. They bought the Ernest Jacobson 
place through the V.L.A. in February of 1947. In 
December of 1946 they were joined by baby Glen, 
and in June of 1948 by baby Leslie. 

Since then Kay taught at Bluffton and at 








‘Mr, and Mrs. Herb Beirbach and son's Lele and Glenn - 1989. 
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Rimbey as Home Economies Instructor. Herb 
drove the mail route for the west for three years 
and worked occasionally in garages in Rimbey. 

Presently, Glen owns the Caspersen place but 
lives with his parents. Leslie, with his wife and 
Lyle, three years, and Lana, {wo years, live in a 
house on an acreage at home and is employed as 
autobody mechanic in Rimbey. Herb and Kay 
plan retirement on their farm, Herb enjoying 
fishing. 


BELL, J. J. 

Mr. J. J. Bell came from Norfolk, England, 
along with Jack Barwick in 1906 or 1907, he took a 
homestead in the district now known as Meadow 
Vale. Mr. Bell worked out quite a bit, worked on 
railroads, also in a stone quarry. 

He married Annie Ethel Wager, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Wager in 1915 and settled 
down to farming, and in a year or so gave up the 
homestead and moved to a farm south east, the 
NW 32-42-4W5 where they farmed for many 
years and raised their family. This farm was 
later sold to his grandson, Douglas Ecker. Mr. 
and Mrs, Bell moved to the Willesden Green dis. 
trict where they lived their remaining years. 

‘Mr. Bell served on the municipal council for a 
time and took an Interest In the affairs of the dis- 
trict, He loved the outdoors along with hunting 
and fishing, and was a game warden for many 
years, 

Mr, Bell passed away in September 1964 at 
the age of 84 years and Mrs. Bell Joined him in 
November 1965 at 70 years of age. 

‘There are five children in the family, Jessie 
(Mrs. William C. Thompson) of Rimbey, Violet 
(Mrs. Herman Ecker) of Bluffton, Lillian (Mrs. 
Ron Maser) of Bluffton, Donald married Bernice 
Simmons and they reside at Rimbey, and Gordon 
married Ruby Mann and they reside at Bluffton, 





Back row, L. to R: Donald and Gordon Bell, Jerry, Allan and 
Jessie Thompson, Bernice Bel, Mrs. Ted Jensen, Foat row: Wille 
land Diane Thompson, Jocelyn and Caslyan Bell, Mr. and Mrs. 
(Gerry and Anne) Bel 











‘SON, LEO — by Norman Benson 
In 1906, Leo Benson came from Glenwood, 
Minnesota and homesteaded the NW-16-42-4-W5, 
being five miles north west of Leedale, which at 
that time was known as Wittenburg. There were 
very few settlers in the valley at that time and 
supplies were brought in from Lacombe, 
generally twice a year, in the spring and fall. 
One of the main Items was a gallon of alcohol, 
which was used for medicine. Very little was 
ever used for social events. 





Leo Benson - 1906 - ready to wrest 


A friend came up from Glenwood the follow. 
ing year and homesteaded the SE-16-42-4-W5. His 
name was Frank Hallett. The two were trained 
wrestlers and they travelied to different towns in 
Alberta taking on all comers. The Grand Trunk 
Railroad was being built in northern Alberta at 
that time and they found plenty of stiff competi- 
tion among the railroad workers. 

Frank Hallett sold his homestead to 
Josephine (Gramma) Simmons and went back to 
Minneapolis where he joined the City Police 
Force. While trying to apprehend some men who 
had just robbed a bank, he was shot and killed, 

In 1907, Norman and Harold Chinneck, with 
their sister, Geraldine, came from Detroit, 
Michigan and took homesteads in what is now 
called the Midland district, Norman 
homesteaded the farm now owned by Harold 



























Lemieux. Harold took the place now owned by 
Floris Looy. The new Wittenburg school was 
built that year and Geraldine Chinneck was one 
of the pupils. The teacher was a Mr. Craig. In 
1908, she Was married to Leo Benson in Lacombe 
and after a honeymoon in Banff and Calgary, 
returned to the homestead. 

Life was always a challenge in those early 
days, being no doctor closer than Lacombe. 
Gramma Simmons was a practical nurse and 
was always there when the need arose. Many 
families owed a great deal to this wonderful per- 
son, 

‘The Bensons raised a large familly, there be 
ing eleven children. Lloyd, the first born, then 
Gliman, Claude, Verna, Elmo, Melvin, ‘Cora, 
Norman, Jesse, Stella and Gordon. Only Verna, 
Melvin, Norman, Jesse and Stella are left, the 
rest of the family have been taken by illness and 
accidents. Leo Benson passed away in 1947, his 
widow in 1974. 





























‘The Benson Children - L. to R: Melvin, Verna, Gilman, Lloyd, 
‘cinide with Elmo in front and Me. Benson in back atthe fence 











‘There were many happy events that took 
place on the Benson farm, and many sad ones 
too. One of the happy times would have to be the 
Benson Stampede. It was the usual, brone riding, 
steer riding, ete., but the highlight would have to 
be the ladies democrat race. The team of horses 
had to be harnessed, then hooked to the 
democrat and then make the half mile track in as 
fast a time as possible. Mrs. Frank Nugent could 
win this race with no trouble. Tt was said she 
could put a lot of men to shame getting that team 
harnessed and on the track. There was always a 
big bowery dance at night. If, anyone doesn’t 
know what a bowery dance is, it’s a platform on- 
ly, with the sky for a roof. Bing’s orchestra 
supplied the music. That being Bing Engebret- 
son. This all took place on the land later owned 
by Jim Lukoes, just across the road from Ben- 
son's farm. 

Tt was hard to keep horses in the early days as 
there was so much wet land around. They would 
get swamp fever and that was the end of them. 
‘The best team that was ever on the Benson farm 
was a team of matched sorrels bought in 
Lacombe for $600. and they only lasted two 
months before getting the disease and dying. 
That was a hard knock as $600. was a lot of 
money in those days. There were a lot of horses 
that came and went on the Benson farm. Two of 
the toughest had to be Nancy and Fly, Naney, a 
roan and Fly, a jet black, traded from an Indian 
by the name of Yellowface. They were the 
toughest cayuses you ever saw. Both branded — 
on right hip. They carried nearly all the kids to 
school in Leedale. There used to be quite an en: 
campment of Indians living across the road. 
Some of the young people used to come over 
every day. One girl about 14 or 15 used to come 
over and run up and down the stairs in our house. 
My how she could laugh. T guess it was quite a 
novelty in those days for them to see stairs. Her 
name was Annie Strawberry, daughter of John 
Strawberry. 

In 1929, Benson’s started sawmilling in the 
Medicine Lake area. The mill was a mile north of 
Medicine Lake where you turn to go down to the 
lake. The mill sat there in that same location un- 
{i1 1943. To see the country around there now you 
would never believe the beautiful timber that 
was there, back during the 30's. A terrible fire in 
1941 all but wiped it out, Nearly all the early 
settlers are gone now, it's too bad we couldn’t 
have gotten their first hand impressions of the 
early days. It would have made a most in- 
teresting and enjoyable reading to have it all on 
paper. 


BOLL, HERMAN 

Herman Boll came from Germany, then to 
the U.S.A. in the early 1900's, then to Alberta in 
1907 and homesteaded the SE 34-42-4-W5 he 
farmed with oxen, then with horses. 





BOWELL, HAROLD AND OLIVE 

We arrived in Canada from England in 1929 
and worked for a farmer in Condor for three 
years, and In the spring of 1932 we moved out to 
the Mount View district and we settled on a 
quarter section (NW 27-42-4-W5) across the road 
from the Mount View School. Bing Engebretson, 
who was married to my wife's sister, Vera, and 
who lived in that district advised us that it would 
be a good start for us. We bought the land from 
the C-P.R., itwas a raw quarter so we had lots of, 
work to do to get established. My wife’s brother, 
Reg Tisdale came to the district and bought a 
quarter section so we worked together which was, 
Detter for us and him also. 

We traded a cow for a house and the 
neighbors came with a team each and hauled it 
two miles to our place. Bill Thompson, Ed 
Hobeck, Bing and Reg did the team work, it was 
hard work. We soon realized what fine and 
friendly neighbors we had, always willing to help 
in any way they could. We now had a house and 
other buildings and our two boys, Bert and Len 
were now going to school, which was across the 
road and felt we were well established. In 1934 
our third son, Ken, was born in April and we had 
to take my wife, Olive, to the hospital in Rimbey, 
eleven miles away and the roads were terrible, 
never thought we could make it, but through the 
efforts of Bill Thompson we finally made it, also 
to Mr. H. Lindsay of Leedale and to Mrs. V. 
Winter, the school teacher’s wife who went along 
for my wife's sake, 

By now, in 1934, we had our first crop, grain 
wasn’t worth much, we fed most of ours to the 
stock we had, the first ten hogs we shipped we 
got $34 for them so we didn’t have too much to 
spend on things. The kids used to hunt for crow 
and magple eggs to get a few cents, also gopher 
tails, they could make two tails out of one but Mr. 
A. Bird, the Municipal secretary finally caught 
up with'them, good detective work on his part 

Many good times they had in Mount View 
School, they had dances, basket socials and 
always a good Christmas concert. It didn't cost 
much, the ladies always took cakes and 
sandwiches, a small collection was made for the 
coffee and music, Bing, Ed Brown and Claude 
Brown, Ross McKinnon and others usually 








Joy, Harold and Olive Bowel, Carol, (Mrs.) Vera and Dennis 
Bagsbretson. 











supplied the music, They played as long as you 
wanted to dance. 

I was on the school board with Sandy Thomp- 
son and Jerry Bell for several years, I was also 
the secretary for this, | got $25'a year. T 
remember the time when Social Credit got into 
power, Mr. W. S. Thompson was the returning of- 
ficer for the district west of Rimbey and I was 
the poll clerk. Mr. Thompson was a very strong 
Conservative, and when the ballois were 
counted, except for a few, every one had voted 
S.C.-Mr. Thompson was not too happy about it 
and I was very glad to get back home, We have 
many happy memories of the Mount View dis- 
trict and friends out there, In 1945 we moved to 
Red Deer. Olive, my wife, was very close to her 
parents and as they were getting on in years she 
felt she would like to be with them in Red Deer. 
We go out west occasionally but there are not 
many old timers left. 

Olive and I are not young any more and it is 
nice that we can look back and recall all the hap- 
py times we had during the time we spent out 
west of Rimbey. There were times when sorrow 
struck the district either by accident or natural 
causes and it seemed like a member of the fami 
ly had departed as everyone in the district and 
neighborhood paid their last respects. 


BROWN, EDWIN 
NE-1.43.5.W5 

Edwin Brown was born at Buffalo, New York, 
U.S.A. on January 30, 1898. He came west with 
his parents, Kervin and Teany Brown, also three 
brothers and two sisters in 1909. They settled 
near Red Deer, Alberta, where his father had a 
dairy farm for’a few years, then they moved to 
Burdett, in Southern Alberta. 

My parents, Abraham and Annie Huff, with 
two small sons, travelled from Utah, U.S.A. by 
covered wagon to Spring Coulee, then in the 
North West Territories. This was’in the fall of 
1901. The trip took six weeks. 

‘My sister, Eva, was born at Spring Coulee on 
October 26, 1903, Later they moved to Magrath, 
Alta., where I was born on November 28, 1905, 
soon after the province of Alberta was formed. In 
the fall of 1907 we moved to a homestead at 
Burdett. My brothers both married and moved to 
the U.S.A. They have both passed on. 

Eq served overseas during World War I, as 
did his brother, Claude. A younger brother, 
Eugene (Hank) served overseas in World War II. 

My sister, Eva, and Claude Brown were 
married October 28, 1920. His brother, Ed and I 
were married September 30, 1924. We lived in 
Calgary from January 1925 until September 1931. 
‘Two sons were born there — Leroy on July 20, 
1925 and Norman on July 26, 1929. 

‘At this time there were many unemployed 
men. Ed was working for the city, hauling gravel 
with a team of horses and a dump wagon. He was 
to have two weeks’ work, then two weeks off, 
which quite often turned into six weeks off work. 
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[Bd and Edna Brown, 1924 


Itwas then he decided to take a homestead. Land 
for homesteading was closed in many places. At 
this time the nearest available was west of 
Rimbey. He made a trip with Gordon Koenig and 
Walter Waddlelow to look at homestead land. He 
{led on the NE-1.43-5-W5 in July 1931. Later, land. 
south of us was opened for homesieading and 
many new settlers moved in, 

In September 1931, we shipped by railway 
car, four horses, bundles for feed, furniture, a 
dog and cat from Calgary to Rimbey. Ed 
travelled with this car. The boys and I left two or 
three days later. Ed had only got as far as 
Lacombe, so he met us there. We came on the 
same train to Rimbey. A passenger car was 
hooked onto the end of the freight train. 

We were able to get an old log cabin to live in, 
on Jim Strachan’s land. No one had lived in it for 
years so we had to do a lot of work to make it 
warm enough for winter. With lots of good wood, 
a cook-stove and air-tight heater we were quite 
comfortable. 

It was lonely at first, but new people were 
moving in rapidly. Many house parties were held 
and we attended many entertainments at 
Willesden Green and Mount View Schools. 

‘My parents, along with Claude and Eva 
Brown and five children, shipped from Taber to 
Rimbey the fall of 1931. ‘They lived northeast of 
Rimbey for awhile. In March of 1932 my parents 
came to live with us. During the winter the men 
built a log cabin on our land, which we moved 
into In June 1932. Our third son, Lloyd, was born 
at Rimbey hospital on September 26, 1932. 

We moved into our two-story log house in 1933. 
‘My parents lived in the little cabin until the death 
of my father on February 11, 1936. Mother made 
her home with us until her passing on September 
5, 1951. 











‘A Rabbit Hunt. L. to R: Two Calgary men, Ed Brown and Andy 
erat About 1955, 


There was no school near. Children received 
lessons by correspondence. There were quite a 
number of school-age children. In 1935 meetings 
were held to organize a school district. Ed had 
filed on the SE-1-43-5-W5 in July 1933, a Soldier's 
grant quarter. He offered land for a'school site. 
‘The site was chosen for a school on the southeast 
corner of this land. A number of names were 
suggested for the name of the school. The one 
chosen by the Department of Education was 
Meadow Vale, incidentally, this was the name 
suggested by Ed. He donated the land for the 
school, also for a Cemetery on this quarter. 

‘Many men from the district took a team of 
horses, sleigh, food and bedding and went to 
‘Adam's Mill, where they donated thelr time to 
Cut logs, help saw them into lumber and haul it to 
the school site. Mr. Adams received a share of 
the lumber. 

‘The school was built mostly by donation work. 

Leraand was the head carpenter. He also 
buili the school desks. Later Andy married one of 
our local school teachers, Miss Vellettia Hackett. 

Ladies of the district organized the Meadow 
vale Ladies’ Club. We raised money in various 
ways to help with the building of the school. 
Many dances were held at the Ed Bohlender 
home. After the Second World War started in 
1939 our club was disbanded and a Red Cross 
Group was organized with Mrs. W. J. McKinnon 
as president. ‘The ladies did a lot of knitting and 
also made quilts for the Red Cross. After the war 
the Meadow Vale Ladies’ Club was re-organized. 

‘The school opened in October 1936. Mrs. Alex 
Huberdeau was the teacher. There were 25 








Lloyd Browa’s team of goats being driven by his cousin, Thelma 
‘smith, About 1945 





pupils. Many good times were held there. Pic: 
nies, dances and of course the annual Christmas 
concert, in which every child took part. This was 
followed by a visit from Santa and a dance later. 
People attended from miles around. For a few 
years we held a social evening at the school 
house, once a month. These consisted of a 
program, followed by lunch and dancing. Ed and 
Claude ‘played music, at many places, 
sometimes with others. In later years Ed and 
son's played quite often. 

Ed cut rails and posts to bring in a little 
money. He also sold rabbits, when they were 
much in demand by the fox-farmers for feed. He 
worked for the Municipality for a couple of 
seasons with Alton Snyder and Stewart 
McDonald. Doing road work, he was also the 
cook. 

‘The Willesden Green Post Office was moved 
from Dorsey Clayton's to our place in March 
1943. It was 1947 before it was closed when the 
mail route was extended. 

About 1934 or 35 Claude and Eva Brown and 
children, Hilda, Grace, Viola, Rex, Wayne and 
Neva moved near Meadow Vale school. Another 
son, Jay, was born there in October 1936. In April 
of 1937 several of the children were stricken with 
Scarlet Fever and little Neva died on May 4, 1937. 
She was almost five years old, 

In July of 1937 the family moved to the Peace 
River country, where another son, Allen was 
born. At the time of this writing Claude and Eva 
are living at Edmonton. Some of their family are 
nearby. ‘They have 23 grandchildren and 25 
great-grandchlldren. 

The years passed quickly. Our sons were 
growing up and going out to work. Leroy came 
home, one time, with a pair of buck goats, for his 
younger brother, Lloyd. Harness was made for 
them and they were hitched to a small bob- 
sleigh. Sometimes they were used for hauling 
‘wood or just for fun with friends. They didn’t like 
to leave home. Lloyd would lead them down the 
road about a quarter of a mile, turn them around 
and jump In the sleigh. They would head for 
home at a great speed. 

Leroy and Evelyn Robinson were married 
April 10, 1947. They lived on the SE-1-43.5-W5 for 
a short time, then moved to various places where 
Leroy was’ employed. Their home is near 
Barrhead. Leroy has been employed by Home 
Oil Company for many years. He works at Swan 
Hills. Their family consisted of five girls and one 
boy. Lois (Mrs. Kenneth Erickson) Edmonton, 
Barbara (Mrs. Bob Jackson) Duncan, B.C., Opal 
(died an infant in 1952), Lorraine (Mrs. Jack 
Johannson) Edmonton, ‘Melody (Mrs. Danny 
Fraser) Swan Hills, Leland of Swan Hills and 
‘Thelma, at home. 

Norman and Mary Kneeland were married 
October 5, 1950. They have two daughters and 
three sons, Vivian, Elaine, Steve, Gordon and 
Barry: also five granddaughters. 

Lioyd and Dorothy Pritchard were married in 



























ack row: Leroy, Edna. and Lloyd Brown. Front row: Evel 
‘Brown, Barbara, Anie Hu, Los, Norman and Ed Brown. 


April 1953. (Divorced) They have one son and 
two daughters. Edwin, Edith and Myrna, also 
two grandsons and a daughter, 

Norman and Mary live in Red Deer. Lloyd 
lives at Les’ Trailer Park, near Red Deer. 

In July 1955, Ed and I moved to a farm near 
Nampa, Alta.’ He passed away suddenly on 
February 18, 1958. After his death I lived with 
Norman’s most of the time until July 1962 when T 
returned to Nampa. In September 1972 I moved 
to Red Deer, where I am at the present time. I 
have 15 grandchildren and 17 great- 
grandchildren. 





THE BRYANTONS — by Fred and Doreen 
Bryanton 

‘The Bryanton family came west of Rimbey in 
1927. After growing up at home, the oldest boy, 
Fred, married Doreen McDonald, from the 
Midland district, in 1943. In 1945, Fred, Doreen 
and baby, Faye moved to Mount View district on 
a farm formerly owned by Harold Bowell. (NW 
2142-4-W5) 

To this family five more children were born. 
sieht 09" the moved back to the Potter Creek 

istrict 


COOPER, MR. AND MRS. FRANK 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cooper came to this area 
from Monta Vista Distriet in 1945 and bought the 
NE 36-42-5-W5, 

‘Mr. Cooper was a veteran of the Spanish 
American War. Mr. and Mrs. Cooper in their 
earlier years, were very active in many things, 
especially the Rimbey fairs and rodeos. 

‘They had four children, Joe lives in Califor- 
nia, a daughter in U.S.A., another daughter, 
Toots, in Ontario, and Franklin (Tag) in Leduc. 

Mr. Cooper was killed in an accident in 1964 
and Mrs, Cooper passed away in a nursing home 
in 1965. 





ECKER VIOLET 
T took all my schooling at Willesden Green 
and Mount View schools. We rode horseback or 
walked, 
I was married in 1937 to Herman Ecker. We 
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moved onto his quarter of land SW 32-42-4.W5, 
which he had bought in 1934. At that time there 
was no road in there, so we bulllt log and rail 
bridges across the rivers and went out across 
other peoples’ land. 

In November 1939, my son Douglas was born. 
In about 1945 we bought NE 31-42-4-W5 from Mr. 
W. McKinnon so we could be closer to Meadow 
Vale School and near a road. 

Doug is married now, has two children, and 
now lives on the land my dad, Jerry Bell, owned, 
NW 32-42-W5. 

In July 1946, my daughter, Patricia, was 
born. She is married to Roy Stout. They’ have 
three children and live at Breton where Roy is 
vice principal of the school. 

In June 1951, my daughter, Wendy, was born. 
She is married to Len Olson, they’ have two 
children and live at Fort McMurray where Len is 
fa surveyor for the government. 

‘My husband passed away suddenly 
November 1, 1969 as the result of a heart attack. 





ENGEBRETSON, ARNOLD J. 

Mr. A. Engebretson, better known as “Bing” 
came from Glennwood, Minnesota in the early 
1920's. He had different land locations, the last 
was SE 17-42-4-W5, where he farmed with horses. 
In 1930 he married Vera Tisdale, an English girl 
from Stafford, England. They had two children, 
Carol married, lives at Nanaimo, B.C. and Den: 
nis, married, lives at Quesnel, B.C. 

‘Bing was'a great violin player. He played in 
several orchestras, one consisted of Rudy Platt, 
Edith Byers and Bing. I seen him ride horseback 
many times on cold winter nights carrying his 
violin to Leedale to play with Mrs. Jenny Withers 
or Mrs. H. Lindsay. 

He couid turn his hand to many things, he had 
steam engineer papers and run the Lockhart 
Steam Thresher, a community machine, for 
many years. 

Vera Engebretson passed away in the early 
1960's, in Red Deer. Bing later married Selma 
Freeman. Bing passed away in 1967 in Bentley. 


Bing Engebreson. 














































FOX, FRANK, ZELLA, AND AUBREY (BOB) 
— by Mrs. Bob Fox 

‘They came from the state of Pennsylvania, 
US.A. in 1914. They settled in Drumheller, 
Frank worked in the coal mine and Mrs. Fox 
raised chickens and Bob went to school. 

‘They moved to Byemoor in 1918 on a farm but 
the dry seasons came along so they were very 
happy to move to Leedale (NE 30-41-3-W5) in 
1923. There they got lots of rain and feed for the 
stock. Mrs. Fox used to take the cream to 
Leedale in the democrat, it would be pouring 
rain and she would tell Bili Lee, the Storekeeper, 
what a nice rain. Guess he got abit fed up, for he 
told her “‘you know Mrs. Fox, one can get too 
much”. They sure did 

Bob’ was not home very much, as he was 
travelling (boxing). He was in the States for a 
couple of years. 

Tmet Bob in Stettler on July 1, 1924 but he was 
away quite a bit and we got married in 1927. Then 
‘we moved to Leedale and were there for about a 
year. We bought a farm at Willesden Green, one 
half mile east of the post office. Mr. Wager was 
postmaster, a fine gentleman. 

‘Then the war came, so Bob enlisted in 1942 
and he was stationed in Camrose for the duration 
of the war. 

When the war was over we moved to Bluffton 
{n 1948 and bought the Blue Bird Cafe and we had 
It for ten years. 

Bob died in 1958 and I kept the cafe for a while 
but it was too much for me. Then I moved to Vic- 
toria, then bought a house in Port Moody and 
now { am retired in Penticton. 

We still have the restaurant in Burnaby but 
they don’t want me to work; mind you, T get 
rather bored but guess I'll get used to it! 








HALLET, MR. AND MRS. FRANK 
Mr. and Mrs, Frank Hallet settled on the SE 


& 
Frank Halle 1906, Ready to | 
pissy : 


16-42-4-W5, known as the Simmons quarter. Mr. 
Hallet was a wrestler and taught Bert Archer to 
wrestle so he had someone to spar with. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hallet returned to the United 
States of America before 1912 where he joined 
{the police force and was shot and killed. 


HAMILTON, ORVAL AND BESSIE, NE 21-42-4- 
W5 — by Bessie Hamilton 

Orval was born in 1917 on a farm in Southern 
Saskatchewan. At the age of seven he moved 
with his parents to Vancouver, where he took all 
of his education. In 1932 they’ moved to Hinton 
Trail, which is in the Peace River country. 

Bessie was born in Scotland in 1918. Two 
years later Bessie, her mother and uncle joined 
her father at Elmworth, which is also in the 
Peace River area. 

On November 6, 1941, Orval and Bessie were 
married at Timmins, Ontario. In August, 1942 
their first son, Kenneth Alvin, was born. In 
November 1942 Orval went into the armed 
forces. Bessie returned to Elmworth until the 
end of the war. Orval Jr. (Joe) was born in 
March 1944 at Beaverlodge. 





Mr. and Mrs. Orval Hamilton and Kenneth 1961 


Orval, having returned from the service late 
in 1945, moved the family to Red Deer in the 
spring of 1946. One year later they moved to a 
farm four miles from Eckville. 

In December 1950, Roy Miller was born and in 
February 1952, Marjorie was born. They lived at 
Eckville for seven years and left many friends 
‘here. 

In March of 1954 they moved to a farm west of 
Rimbey, located in the Leedale Valley. The boys 











really enjoyed living here as they had a river to 
fish in. 

‘They are mixed farmers like many others in 
the disirict. The two older boys took their school- 
ing at Bluebell and Mount View and completed It 
in Rimbey 

In August 1957, their second daughter, Susan 
was born, One year later on Ken's 16th birthday, 
Heather was born. 

Orval and Bessie are still farming. Ken helps 
his father with the farming and works on the ofl 
rigs. 

‘Orval Jr. (Joe) is a driller on the oil rig and 
lives at Eckville. Roy is also a driller and lives in 
Calgary. 

Marjorie is married to Orman Savage and 
lives in Rimbey. He is in real estate. They have 
two children, Orman Jr. and Laurie. 

Susan is at home and Heather in Red Deer. 


JENSON, MR. TED 

Twas born in Denmark in 1887 and at the age 
of ten moved with my folks to Lincoln, County, 
Minnesota. 

‘When I was nineteen I came to the Rimbey 
district and took a homestead in 1906. I worked in 
the saw mills in Alberta and British Columbia 
and on railroad construction. 

I was married in 1917 to Milly E. Wager and 
had one son, George. 

I worked out until 1921 then moved back to the 
homestead. We mixed farmed for a living. 

‘My son and grandsons still own the farm. 
‘There are also great-grandchildren. We retired 
and moved to Rimbey in the late 1960's, 

Mrs. Jenson’s folks, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Wager, came from England in 1910. He was the 
first postmaster in the Willesden Green area, 











“The Jensen's, Ted, George and Mile - 1958, 


LAST WEST M.D. 431, 8.E. 32-42-4-W5 — by Mrs, 
Hilda Bird 

‘The municipal district of Last West, No. 431, 
has not existed as such for years, but in the 30's 
and 40's it covered a large territory, and my hus. 
band, Alf Bird, as secretary-treasurer looked 
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after the books, taxes and such business, and his 
otfice was a busy place. Sometimes into the 
small hours of morning, by the light of a coal oll 
lamp. He took great pride in his sets of books and 
they were models of neatness and accuracy. 

‘The office was a tiny log building, which has 
been bullt on his homestead and moved, and one 
wall still had the magazine covers, calendar 
scenes, cartoons and poems pasted to those curv- 
ing logs during long evening ‘‘on the 
homestea 

‘There was no office so far from a telephone or 
a bank! It was ten miles to the former, and a 
good sixteen to Rimbey, and the bank. Often the 
Toads made getting there impossible for days. 
‘Those were times when the black tin box that 
held tax money was secreted in the house attic, 
and I remember how uneasy we felt about it 
Uneasy? I was scared to death! Eventually the 
roads were dug out or dried up to where getting 
through became possible again, 

There were two mail days per week, which 
meant a trip to the line of mailboxes by the road, 
to wait for hours sometimes while the mailman 
fought the roads. Sometimes bonfires were lit for 
warmth and cheer, and since almost everyone 
Zot thelr mail at that spot, it could become the 
social event of the week, and occasionally old 
arguments waxed hotter than the poor little fire. 
‘And, of course, someone always came to the of 
fice during those mail-waiting times. Many were 
entertained and coffeed by the old kitchen stove, 
sometimes with thelr feet in the oven, while I 
stepped over them. 

‘There was a lot of mail, some of it addressed 
to Lost West and Last Post, and even Last Gasp. 
Some of it was very entertaining, as that of one 
writer who felt aggrieved and who advised the 
entire council to “tie a rope around your neck, 
and put a rock on it, and jump-it in ihe river.”” 

Anything could happen and usually did. One 
time a strange old fellow who kept strictly to 
himself appeared at the office with a pig on a 
rope. His next-to-no English made it hard for him 
to get across his plan for applying the pig toward 
his taxes. When he was finally convinced it 
‘wouldn't be good business he and the pig trotted 
back down the trail. Later, Alf learned he had 
meant to impound the animal but a neighbour 
had given him a better idea. 

‘There were also the little extras, like settling 
up for bounty gopher tails and magpie eggs, 
many a youngster made his spending money 
from them. Sometimes it would be a tobacco or 
jam tin fullof the lot, mixed, broken eggs and all, 
and each was supposed to be accounted for and 
destroyed. ‘This bounty lasted for only a certain 
time each year, but while it lasted it seemed 
almost everyoné got in on it and there were dire 
reports of some who split gopher tails, or even 
removed them and then let the animals go. The 
get-rich-quicks are always among us! 

Municipal council meetings, once a month, 
meant a long day, often slushing by team 

















through mud or snowdrifts the 12 miles to 
Lavesta schoolhouse, and business always went 
hours beyond the expected time. People went 
there for miles, with real and imagined 
grievances, and some for entertainment, hard to 
come by in those times, Alf was often hard put to 
keep order throughout. Council meeting days 
sometimes found me in charge of the gopher tail 
and magpie egg detail. The less said the better! 

I remember a little circle of kids and myself 
“sorting out” by the woodpile, being approached 
by a “‘Mountie” who had come to see Alf about 
something, The office was usually where one 
started a quest. He observed this strange coun- 
try game for a bit before we saw him, then polite- 
ly asked, “Is your daddy home?” I was mor- 
titted! 

Once Alf walked in from the mailboxes and 
sald ‘Here's a present for you — A couple dollars 
worth of gopher tails I just bought.” Bounty time 
had ended, which I reminded him, but these kids 
were at the gate, and they were so young, and so 
crushed to think they had lost out, so Alf bought 
them on his own, and in those days two dollars 
amounted to something. I think all who knew him 
would say this was typical of Alf Bird. 





a 
LD. YS t 
1936. CRRAY, Biabep) 
Without Alf here to set me right I cannot tell 
you the proper location of the Last West office 
ihen, but I'm sure someone can add a footnote 
with that information. After we left, in late 1943, 
the office was moved and later still the old 
municipal district of Last West became part of 
the county of Ponoka, I believe. 
‘The little log office building later burned. 
Alfred Bird was one of the many who came to 
Canada from Britain, in his case from 
Yorkshire, England. He used to tell of his first 
job after he left Montreal . . . It was on a small 
farm in Quebec where he was promised eight 
dollars per month. After a gruelling month of 18 
to 20 hours a day — and Alf was never a farmer 
— he decided to quit. The boss was not able to 
pay him so much cash, so he had to settle for two 
dollars and fifty cents in currency, an ancient 
swallow-tailed coat and a gold wateh-chain! Cer- 







































































Mr. and Mr AIC Bed. 


tainly something to write home about when he 
got back to Montreal! 

He enlisted in the army, first World War, in 
Winnipeg, It was after his return from overseas 
that he took up a homestead west of Rimbey, 
where he spent winters and the time he had free 
from his job as gatekeeper at Banff National 
Park, during the tourist seasons. He left that job 
to become ‘secretary-treasurer of Last West 
M.D. In 1943 he took on the job of secretary- 
treasurer of the Lacombe Municipal Hospital, 
retiring to Edmonton 20 years later, where he 
died in September, 1975. 

We have three children; Marvin, married and 
has two boys, Neva, married and has a boy and a 
girl, and Alfred, married and has three girls. 
(note — The Last West Office was located on SE- 
32-424-W5) 


LAST WEST HALL 

In the spring of 1949, three districts decided 
they would work together and build a hall, the 
disiricts being Willesden Green, Meadowvale 
and Mount View. The board being two men from 


Last West Hall beginning. Hardin Chaffe 
Reinhart Vetsch = Paitful Helper 


Malin Carpenter, 
















































each district, R. Boblender, G. ‘Tyndal, R. 
Vetsch, W. Thompson, Lloyd Sundberg and G. 
Jenson. Mrs. Mildred Reynolds was secretary. 
Hardin Chaffee was the main carpenter. Most of 
the work was donation. The Ladies’ clubs put on 
different activities to raise money. 





LAWSON, MAX AND VERA 

Max and Vera Lawson and son, Mervyn, 
purchased the Jerry Bell homestead (NW 6-42-4- 
W5) October 1, 1931. Coming from Alsask, 
Saskatchewan this homestead, 18 miles from 
Rimbey seemed like a long way from home. 
However the Meadowvale people were overly 
friendly and made Max and Vera feel right at 
home. In 1941 they purchased the S¥4 7-49-4-W5 
from Slim Moorehead where they made their 
home until retirement. 


























‘Max and Vera Lawson with children, Mervya, Myrtle and Jim, 
‘Taken 1936 4 thelr ome on ley Bele Homestesd 


In 1942 Max had running water and power 
which was operated by a 12 volt lighting plant. 
One of the first cars of the district belonged to 
Max, when in 1939 he purchased a Model “A”. 
‘Times were hard but every one of his family 
of ten will always remember the numerous times 
of fun they had while working like beavers. Leav- 
ing home Mervyn married Joan Stout and is 
settled inf Bluffton with a family of five. Jim 
married Phyllis Whately and is living in Drayton 
Valley with a family of four. Myrtle married Ex- 
nie Repas and are living in the Leedale district 
with a family of five. Mary May married Herb 
Bauer and are living in the Rimbey district with 
a family offive. Velma married Buddy Farnham 
and are living in the Forshee district with a fami- 
ly of four. Lyle married Gayle Hunt and are liv- 
Ing in Taber with a family of three. Arther and 
Charolette are living in Ponoka. John with a 
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family of three is living in Edmonton. Ava 
married Marty Raadik and are living in 
Grimshaw witha family of two. Nora is living in 
Red Deer. 

August 31, 1963 Max and Vera retired to an 
acreage in the Ponoka district. Later, on August 
15, 1975 they moved to Casa Al Sereno Mobile 
Home Park where you'll often hear them 
reminiscing their enjoyable yet unforgettable 
years at Meadowvale, 





LUKOCS, JAMES 
SW 15-42-05 

James Lukocs left his homeland of Sauta 
Maria Romania, as a young man of 24 in 1928, 
leaving his mother, father, two brothers and a 
sister fo come to Canada. James arrived at St. 
Johns, by boat then travelled by train to Calgary. 
Here he worked his way to Olds cutting brush 
with an axe, by hand to earn some money, then 
on to Taber to the sugarbeet fields. Here he met 
Giezella Kish, a nice Rumanian girl, they were 
married and decided farming was the life for 
them, 

‘This brings Giezella and James Lukocs to 
their farm, a (C.P.R.) quarter, the NE. 17-42. 
W5, in 1932 at Leedale. The land was all timber. 
‘There were about four acres that Leo Benson had 
cleared where the people of the district had put 
on rodeos for their own pleasure. 

James set out to build a little log house, barn, 
and granary. He cleared the land of trees by 
hand, digging around the roots of the trees, tak- 
ing away the soil, leaving them for the wind to 
blow over, then proceeded to clear and break this 
land with'his team of horses. 

For living money James cut fire wood. He 
could be seen going to Rimbey or Lockhart on 





Mr. and Mrs. James Lukoor and Family Jimmie, Teresa and 
Mary 1936, 








































any day, warm or cold, in the winter, walking 
with his team and load to sell this fire wood for $2. 
a wagon load. Times were happy for them then. 

‘Three children were born to James and 
Glezella, two girls, Teresa and Mary, and a boy, 
James Jr. 

‘The year 1939 came and brought sadness to 
James, illness and death came to Giezella. She 
passed away in the Rimbey hospital in 
November. James lived on at the farm with his 
three small children to care for. 

In the year 1943, James purchased the 
quarter, SW 15-42-4-W5, from Mr. Frank Fox who 
had homesteaded this land. James moved his 
family from the little log house to the newer two- 
story frame home on the Fox farm. The children 
attended the Leedale school. 

Teresa Lukocs married Lester Robinson of 
Leedale and farms there now, they have a family 
of Linda, nursing in Calgary; Janet, attending 
the University of Alberta in Edmonton; 
Beverley, also attending the University of Alber- 
ta in Edmonton; James, at home; Glenda, Bon- 
nie, Joyce, attending Rimbey school and Holly at 
home. 

‘Mary Lukocs married Elwood Pederson of 
Bentley, having a family of Brian, at home: 
Dean and Brenda, attending Rocky Mountain 
House school. They reside at Rocky Mountain 
House where Elwood has an Auto-wrecking 
business. 

Jim Lukocs Jr. married Donna Misner from 
Leedale and have a family of Allen, who is at- 
tending Red River Community College in Win- 
nipeg; also Denice, Elaine, Judy and Brent, who 
are attending Rimbey school. 

Jim Jr. and Donna’stayed to farm together 
with his father, James, until he retired. Then in 
1964, Jim and Donna built a new home beside his 
father’s house on the Fox farm, and are con- 
tinuing to farm there. 

James is still residing in his own little house, 
and still enjoys the farm life. 








LUPFER, JOSEF AND MITZE 

‘Josef Lupfer and myself immigrated trom 
Austria in’ 1925 and arrived in Pincher Creek, 
April 1925. My brother, Joe Kriegistein, also 
came with us and we farmed at Pincher for two 
years when crop failures made us decide to leave 
that part. We were too close to the foothills where 
snow arrived early. 

In 1930 we moved to Willesden Green where 
we farmed the Northcot place for one year then 
moved from there to the farm 11 miles west of 
Rimbey (NE 30-42-4-W5) 

In 1936 my husband was taken ill, suffering a 
mental breakdown, due to his war injuries and 
spent 28 years in the Provincial Hospital where 
he died in 1964. 

‘My brother Joe and myself stayed on at the 
farm until 1945, when we made the move to 
Calgary. 

























-Mitze Lupfer and her brother, Joe Kreglstein, 


MANOWICH, HARRY 
Mr. Manowich was born in the Ukraine in 
Nov. 1892, came to Canada and moved to 
Northern Saskatchewan while still a young boy. 
He later farmed in Saskatchewan for a while 
and also worked in the sawmills. 

In 1948 he came to the Rimbey district and 
bought the SE 26-42-4-W5 nine miles west of town 
where he lived until his death at the Rimbey 
‘Municipal Hospital on May 14, 1951. 

He was not married. 


MEADOW VALE — by Edna Brown 

Meadow Vale School Number 4704. The first 
term of school was in October, 1936. Mrs. Alex 
Hubardeau was the teacher. The pupils were: 
Gordon Cadman, Shirley Cadman, Rex Brown, 
Maxine Cooper, Leroy Brown, Willie Bauer, Len 
Bauer, Betly Gwin, Willie Grundy, Margery 
Cadman, Grace Brown, Wayne Brown, Claire 
Shuler, ‘Norman Brown, Albert Bauer, Isa 
Waddeiow, Vera Gwin, Mariam Cadman, Viola 
Brown, Archie Cooper, Irma Shuler, Mervyn 
Lawson, Herb Bauer, Bud Reynolds, Tom Grun- 
ay. 
‘Meadow Vale school teachers were: Mrs. 
Alex Hubardeau, Berry! Merrill, Laura Stout, 
Nora Visger, Pearl Brewster, June Reid, 


Meadow Vale School and teacheage SE. 143-5. 5 








Pplls of Meadow School bout 1944. Back row: Ooedon Sayder, 
Willie Grundy, Mervyn Lawson, teacher, Eaith Christensen. Midale 
tow: Lloyd Brown, Citert Bate, ack Gwin, Jim Lawsen, Fred 
‘Grundy, ‘Larry "Stewart, Wanda Gwin, "Norma Baver, Janet 
Grand}. Front row: Mary May Lavsoa, Ania Grundy, Betty 
Nickle and Myrtle Lawson. 





William Ferguson, Vellettia Hackett, Edith 
Christenson, Ellen Hayward, 

‘The above names are the teachers I 
remember from the opening of the school in Oc- 
tober, 1936, until we left the district in July, 1955. 
1am Sorry if I have missed any of the teachers. 


MEADOW VALE CEMETERY 
Burials at Meadow Vale Cemetery: Abraham 
Huff — February 14, 1936; Baby boy — son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Ruff. Dafe unknown; Two baby 
daughters of Albert Babcocks. Date unknow 

Neva Brown — May 6, 1937; Annie Huff — 
September 10, 1951; Opal Brown — baby 
daughter of Leroy Brown's — January 1952. 








MEMORIES OF CASSIE BUTLIN 

‘My father and mother, Mr. Joseph and 
Catherine Stanton, and my uncle and aunt, John 
and Elizabeth Willner, came from England to 
Canada in June 1906, 

‘My father settled on a homestead north west 
of Wittenburg, now called Leedale. His land was 
the NW 32-42-4.W5. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Paul Broderson ran a store and 
post office at that time. We lived elght miles 
from the store by the roads in those days. 1906-07 
was a terrible winter, we had calves frozen to 
death in the barn. My father had no idea of 
farming; he was a soldier for 25 years, most of 
his time spent in India, 

My uncle settled on the adjoining homestead 
so we were close together. 

In November, just after our log home was 
finished, one morning it was 40 below and our 
home was burned to the ground. We lost most of 
our things and my mother and brother and 
myself walked and ran three quarters of a mile 
in deep snow to my, uncle’s in our nighties and 
stocking feet. We blamed our big tom cat for 
scratching the hay that was on the sod roof close 
to the stove pipe chimney as he had climbed 
on the roof. Then the next month my uncle’s log 








shack burned down but most of thelr things were 
save 

‘The neighbors were all young men who had 
also filed on homesteads. They helped my father 
build another shack. One large room of logs and 
We divided it off after we moved in, Mr, Jerry 
Bell, Mr. Andy Swanson, Mr. Jack Barwick and 
‘Mr. Jenson, my mother baked bread for these 
boys every week. There was only one lady close 
to us besides my auntie, that was Mrs. Bert 
Crandon. Her husband used to work away in the 
mines in the winter time. Lots of young men 
would come out and file on homesteads, but 
would only stay a year or so, they couldn’t make 
a go of it, 

‘My father had three pensions from England 
or we could have never stayed elther. 

Tremember Mr. Barwick was cutting bush on 
a road allowance when the axe slipped and cut 
through his boot and toes. He crawled two miles 
to our home for help. My father and Mr. Swanson 
travelled all night to get him into Lacombe 
Hospital. They put a mattress on the floor of the 
‘wagon box for him to lie on and changed teams at 
Bentley. Mr. Williams had a boarding house and 
livery barn’at Bentley so he lent my father a 
team of horses so he could go on without delay. 
The roads at that time were bad and it was 60 
miles to Lacombe by wagon trail. 

In 1910 my father passed away and in 1911 my 
auntie passed away. In 1912 my mother re- 
married and we moved to Medicine Valley 15 
miles south of Leedale. My step-father was the 
rural mail carrier from Medicine Valley to 
Bentley twice a week. 

Mr. and Mrs. Withers were the postmasters 
and it was only a mile from our home. 

‘There was a creamery two miles from us run 
by Mr. and Mrs. Bradshaw. 

T have one step-brother living in Calgary, 88 
years old, and my brother, Jack Stanton, retired 
R.C.M.P. Detective, in Vancouver, 74 years old 
and myself left of our family. 

We had lots of happy days on that homestead 
and lots of sad ones. 








McKINNON 

William J. (Bill) McKinnon purchased a halt 
section of land two miles north and sixteen miles 
west of Rimbey in 1933, at which time he was the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Station Agent at 
Barons, Alberta. He later moved to the C.P.R, 
Station’ at Kootuk, one mile south of Eckville, 
with his wife, Edna, and twin sons, Walter and 
Jim. His brother, Alfred McKinnon, and the 
eldest son, Ross, travelled by team and wagon 
from Barons to the farm in 1833, living in a tent 
on the wagon en route. They bought one team 
and a saddle horse, and purchased one more 
horse near Calgary. On arrival at the farm, they 
had to detour through a neighbor's farm to cross 
his bridge over the Medicine River, as the road 
had not yet been constructed west of the river. 
They lived in a bunkhouse purchased in Rimbey 








until a log cabin was constructed before winter 
set in, 

The family commuted from the farm to 
Barons, and later to Eckville until Bill McKin- 
non’s retirement from the C.P.R. in 1939. Ross 
lived on the farm through these early years, but 
his uncle, Alfred, took a homestead four miles 
north of the McKinnon farm. Walter and Jim 
went to school in Eckville for several years, then 
moved to the farm and established a mink ranch, 
and also raised silver fox, on the northeast cor: 
ner of the farm. 

In 1939, Walter and Jim enlisted in the 78th 
Battery of the Royal Canadian Artillery at Red 
Deer, trained in Edmonton, and were with the 
first Canadian contingent of forces which went 
overseas in December 1939. They returned in the 
spring of 1945., after five and one half years of 
active duty in'the Second World War. Jim had 
married Irma Shuler six weeks before leaving, 
and Walter married Claire Shuler on the day he 
returned from overseas. The twin brothers had 
been together all of the time they were on duty, 
except for a short period of Jim's illness, and 
were fortunate in being able to return home on 
leave at the same time, by unusual coincidence. 











‘The MoKinnons. James, Mr. and Mrs Bill McKinnon, Ross and 
water 


Walter's name had been drawn for leave, but 
Jim’s had not. The ship was twelve hours out to 
sea on the homeward trip before Walter learned 
that at the last possible moment, Jim had been 
rushed onto the ship, taking the place of another 
soldier who had been too ill to make the journey. 
So they completed the five and a half years 
together, and peace was declared before they 
were required to go back into action. Jim and 
Irma moved to Red Deer soon after his return. 
Walter stayed on the farm for one year, during 
which time he built up the mink farm again. 
‘Then he and Claire also moved to Red Deer. 
Ross worked with his father on the farm, 
where they raised Black Angus cattle, and some 
sheep. In the early years he played violin for 
many of the neighborhood dances and house par- 
ties, playing at times with various members of 
the Brown family, Carl Ruff, and others of the 
community who provided entertainment. For 
several years his orchestra, the ‘Swamp 





Angels”, consisting of Ross, Jim, Walter, David 
Shuler, and Mary Alice Shuler, played in the 
area. In 1939 he married Mary Alice Shuler, and 
built a house on the quarter of land lying directly 
east of the Shuler farm. They remained in the 
area until February 1947, when they moved to 
Red Deer where Ross was employed by the Cen- 
tral Alberta Dairy Pool In the Condensery 
department. 

‘Bill and Edna McKinnon owned the farm for 
sixteen years, and were active community 
members while they were In the area. With the 
assistance of their sons, his brother Alfred, 
several men who worked for them, and Edna’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Saunders, they 
built it up into a prosperous farm. Edna was ac- 
tive in the local branch of the Red Cross during 
the war years, and assisted in other community 
ventures, as well as carrying on her farm duties, 
and keeping a few of the mink from her son’s fur 
farm during the years they were overseas. The 
‘MeKinnons sold out and moved to an acreage 
west of Red Deer in 1949, 

Mr. and Mrs. Saunders, Edna McKinnon’s 
parents, bought a quarter section of land two 
miles east and one half mile south of the McKin. 
non farm, after having helped on the McKinnon 
farm for several years. They built a house and 
lived there until his death in 1941. Mrs. Saunders 
returned to Manitoba for a time, then retired to 
Red Deer with Bill and Edna McKinnon, 





CLYDE AND ANNIE MISNER 

In early 1914 Clyde Misner along with a 
number of others, left Fosston, Minnesota to 
arrive in Harlem, Montana. After reaching 
Harlem, they crossed the Canadian border and 
homesteaded the south half of 22-1-20 in the Fron- 
tier, Sask. district where they built a shack. 

In the last week of July 1914 he and his com- 
panions decided to work thelr way back to their 
families in Fosston, Minnesota. With team and 
rack they hayed and harvested along the way, 
arriving In Fosston approximately three months 
later. 











In 1915 they again left Fosston to arrive on the 
prairies where they decided to settle. His wife 
Annie, and two children, Ernest and Lester came 
to join Clyde. Four more children, Chester, 
‘Mildred, Glen and Victor were later born in this 
district. 

‘Because of the long droughts in 1934, Clyde 
and Lester travelled to Rimbey where they 
bought their farm (NW 33-42-4-W5). In the spring 
of 1936 Clyde returned to Frontier to move his 
family, They journeyed by Model T and after two 
days travelling, arrived at thelr new home. Thelr 
cattle, machinery and personal belongings 
arrived by Canadian Pacific Rail. 

Later this same year, Annie Misner passed 
away. Twelve later, in 1948 Clyde Misner passed 
away. Ernest died in Calgary in 1955. Later, in 
1972, Lester passed away in Burnaby, B.C. 

Chester and Glen Misner are presently living 
in Calgary; Mildred is living east of Rimbey and 
‘Victor Is still farming the home quarter west of 
Rimbey. 


MISNER, VICTOR AND EDNA 

In the’ spring of 1948 the marriage of Victor 
Misner to Edna Richardson marked the begin 
ning of a new family and its own personal 
history. 

Following their marriage, the Misner’s 
moved to Rimbey where they stayed with 
relatives and built thelr first home, which con- 
sisted of only two rooms. After the birth of their 
first son, Marvin, they left their home and went 
to live at the J. Jones’ mill where Victor worked 
for approximately three years. During this time 
their second son, Calvin, was born. 

In the spring of 1951 they returned to their 
home, but as a result of a hail storm that 





‘The Misner Family. L. to R: Ron, Bob, Marvin, Calvin. Front 
row: Vitor, David Haine and Ena. 
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destroyed all their crops, they were forced to 
move again — this time to Innisfail, where Victor 
was employed as a labourer on the Bowden 
Institute, About a year later, they returned, with 
their two sons, to thelr home and moved their 
house to their own farm which Victor's father 
had purchased in 1934. By this time, two more 
sons had joined the family — Bob and Ron. 

‘The family also lived in the Drayton Valley 
district where work was found in the oil fields. 

Returning to their farm near Rimbey, they 
resumed farming until 1966. The addition of two 
more children, another son David, and a 
daughter, Elaine, completed the Misner family. 

In July of 1966, an auction sale was held; all 
livestock, machinery, and some personal 
possessions were sold and the family moved west 
to Surrey, B.C. A year later they returned to the 
farm, this time to stay. 

In 1975 a family crisis arose. On a routine 
medical examination, doctors found abnor- 
malities in Calvin's kidney function, Extensive 
tests and time showed the need for a kidney 
transplant. The family underwent tests in hopes 
that one of them would prove to be a suitable 
donor. Test results indicated that Ron was the 
best choice. The transplant was successfully per- 
formed in July of 1975 and both donor and 
recipient are now, two years later, able to lead 
relatively normal lives. 

At the time of this writing only two of the 
Misner children are married — Marvin, living 
near Rimbey, has two children; and Ron, living 
near Eckville with one child. 





MOUNTVIEW 
‘The following is a list of names of people who 
were homesteaders, owners and renters over the 

NE 4.43-4.W5, W. Field, 1916. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Couper and family came to this area In 1932, 
they had a family of two girls and two boys. 
Janette (Mrs. Cecil Brooks) Harrison Hot 
Springs, B.C. Catherine (Mrs. Ray Farnham) 
Campbell River, B.C. George and Evan are 
twins, George married, lives at Burnaby, B.C. 
Evan’ lives in Red Deer. Both Mr. and’ Mrs. 
Couper have passed on. 

SE 4434.W5. Mr. and Mrs. Whitledge and 
daughter homesteaded this land in 1909, lived 
here for three or four years, then left for the 
States. This land is now owned by Ted Jenson, 

NW 4-43-4-W5, Andrew Swanson, 
homesteaded, 1907; Frank Cooper, 1942; Her: 
man Janzen; R. Schultz; B. Geisbrecht; Donnie 
Nickoriuk. 

SW 4-43.4-W5, Ted Jenson homesteaded 1907 
— now owned by a grandson, Walter Jenson. 

NE 5-43-4.W5, Jeff Sawyer, 1918; Jack White; 
M. Skow; Philip Skow; Richard Youb. 

SE 5-43-4-W5, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Patton 
homesteaded this land in the early 1920's. Roy's 
parents lived on the same farm, but in their own 
house. Mr. and Mrs. Roy Patton had a family of 























five. Ethel (Mrs. Tom Simmons), now deceased. 
Bernice (Mrs. Bill Somers), of Sundre. Alton, 
‘Tommy and Clifford, all married and live in the 
area of Worsley. Mr. and Mrs. Roy Patton and 
family left by covered wagon in about 1929 for 
Blue Sky. M. Skow, 1931; Philip Skow; Richard 
Youb, 

NW 5.434.W5, Harvey Skow; Cleo Price; 
Larry Vetsch. 

SW 5.43-4-W5, Frank Ecker; Ross McKinnon; 
Cleo Price; Larry Vetsch. 

‘NE 6-43-4-W5, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Bowers lived 
here in about 1925. Mrs, Bowers was the former 
Jane Hunt, daughter of Hudson Hunt. Roy 
Bowers used to take the farmers cream to 
Rimbey and bring groceries back. They left this 
area after a few years and went to Jaffray, B.C. 
where he ran a mail route. After he passed on 
Mrs. Bowers moved to Wardner to be near her 
family, where they have a ranch on the Bull 
River. A. J. Engebretson; Pat Walsh; Stan 
Nickle; R. Lucas. 

SE 6.43-4-W5, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Crandon 
and daughter bought this land in 1909. They came 
from Ontario, he farmed with oxen and they left 
in the 1920's. 

‘NW 6-43-4.W5, J. Bell homesteaded in 1907; M. 
Lawson; R. Lucas 

SW 643-4-W5, Strong, 1918; Bill Robinson; 
Howard Tyndal; Jim Stout. 

NE 1.43.5-W5, Jack White, 1920's; E. Brown, 

SE 1-43-5-W5, E. Brown; Leroy Brown; 
Meadow Vale School on this property. 

NW 1435-W5, Ken Gabott, 1930; R. Gee and 
family; R. Bauer. 

‘SW 1-43.5-W5, Donald Bauer. 

NY 2-43-4-W5, Ken Carson. 

Sig 2-43-4-W5, ‘Ed Bauer 1933 — have a family 
of four, Ronnie, Donald and Muriel at home and 
Donna (Mrs. Ed Krueger), Bluffton, Donna and 
Donald are twins. 

‘SE 3-43-4-W5, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Cadman and 
family came here in the early 1930's. They had a 
family of two boys and six girls. They farmed 
and milked cows and after a few years moved to 
British Columbia, 

Cheqwin, John Carson and family came in 
1941 from Montgreenan district. They had a 
family of five, Ken is married, lives in Rimbey; 
Helen (Mrs. Magnuson) lives'in Calgary; Gor: 
don married, Calgary; Ralph married, Van- 
couver; Ronnie married, Bluffton. Mr. and Mrs. 
Carson’ lived here for about three years then 
moved to Vancouver where he worked for Domi- 
nion Bridge. Mr. Carson passed away in 1945. In 
1951 Ina Carson married Volney Kidwell and 
returned to the farm. They lived there until Mr. 
Kidwells death 1966. Mrs, Kidwell passed away 
in Calgary, 1968. The Carson family were a 
musical family, Ken, Gordon and Ralph were a 
part of a dance band “Blue Boys”, a popular cen- 
tral Alberta dance band. They had many records 
made, 

NE 3442-4.W5, 

















Ed Hobeck, 1918; Fred 





Pimm; K. Lenglet; Pickering; Al Reaudebaugh; 
Bruce Leonard; Joe Oulette. 

SE 34-42-4-W5, Herman Boll, 1907 homestead; 
Al Gregg; Gerald Brodersen; Ken Hamilton. 

NW 34-42-4-W5, Anthony Jacobson came from 
‘Minnesota in 1907 and homesteaded. He had two 
sons, Charlie and Ernest and a daughter, Mrs, 
John Olson of Leedale. Mr. Jacobson was noted 
for his singing and was a good yodeller, he spent 
his remaining days with Mrs. Josephine Sim- 
mons. R, Patton; Herb Beierbach. 

SW 34-42-4.W5, Charlie Jacobson settled on 
this farm in about 1916 or there abouts. Charlie 
farmed, he also liked to trap and hunt, he moved 
to the North Pine near Fort St. John in the 1930's 
and after a few years passed away. 

George Larsen bought the farm. George 
Larsen came from Rosebud in about 1931. He has 
farmed for many years, but is now retired. He 
has a son George Jr. 

SE 33-42-4-W5, Fred Pimm; Gerda 
Christiansen. 

‘NW 33-42-4-W5, Clyde Misner; Victor Misner. 

SW 3342-4.W3, William Saunders; W. C. 
‘Thompson; Jerry Thompson; Last West Hail on 
this property 

NE 32-42-4.W5, J. A. Barwick 1907; Sterlin 
Moore; Don Kultgen; Keith Beebe; Richar 
‘Youb. 

SE 32-42-4.W5, Feeney and Cameron, 1920's; 
A. Bird — was secretary of Municipality; W. C. 
‘Thompson; Jerry Thompson. 

NW 32-424.W5, Jack Stanton, 1909; J. Bell; 
Doug Ecker. 

SW 32-42-4-W5, John Wilner, 1909; Herman 
Ecker; Violet Ecker. 

NE 31-42-4.W5, Ross McKinnon; Violet Ecker. 

SE 31-42-4-W5, Joc Kriegelstein came in the 

early 1930's, and worked back and forth with his 
sister and brother-in-law Josef Lupfer. After a 
few years he moved to Calgary where he worked 
in the Ogden Shops, and later passed on. A. C. 
Cooper. 
NW 31-42-4-W5, Mr. and Mrs. Bill McKinnon 
and three sons came in the early 1930’s from 
Namaku. Mr. McKinnon worked with the C.P.R. 
in telegraphy and worked at Eckville for a time, 
then retired, but remained on the farm for a few 
years, then moved to Red Deer. Their three sons 
were, Ross married Mary Alice Schuller. Jim 
and Walter are twins and both served in second 
War overseas. They married sisters, Jim 
married Irma Schuller and Walter married 
Claire Schuller. Walter has passed on — result of 
a plane accident. Stan Nickle, Ron Dyck. 

SW 31-42-4-W9, Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Cooper and 
family came from Saskatchewan in 1931. They 
came by covered wagon. They brought with 
them quite a few horses. Mr. and Mrs. Cooper 
have both passed on. Thelr son, Archle, lives on 
the farm and their daughter, Maxine (Mrs. Mike 
Crowell) lives at Whitecourt. 

NE 36-42-5-W5, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cooper; 
Andy Lerrand; Henry McAreavy bought this 
































farm in 1940. Henry was a lover of music and 
liked to play the violin. They had three children, 
Charlotte lives in Calgary; Vernon, married and 
lives in Bentley. June lives at home. Henry sold 
this farm and moved to Morningside. Mathew 
Coninx. 

SE 36-42-5.W5, Carl Ruff and family came in 
early 1930's. They had a family of six children. 
‘They lived here a few years, then moved a mile 
east of Rimbey, then later moved on, Jim Mon- 
tieth; B. Randall; Maxine Crowell. 

NW _36-42-5-W5, Mathew Foss; Lawrence 









Medreavy. 
SW 36-42-5-W5, Maxine Crowell. 
NE 35-42.5-W5, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Bohlender 





and son came from Hanna in 1930's, after a few 
years the farm was taken over by their son 
Rudy. Rudy married Ethel Robinson. They have 
five girls and one boy. Gloria (Mrs. Carl Jevne) 
lives at Slave Lake; Phyllis (Mrs. Dallas 
Bennett) lives in Calgary; Geraldine (Mrs. 
Jerry Thompson) Rimbey; Wanita (Mrs. Victor 
Schwieger) Blackfalds; Darlene lives in Ponoka 
and Darrel works out. After a few years Mrs, and 
Mrs. Rudy Bohlender left the farm and went and 
‘worked on oil rigs, then later moved into Rimbey 
where he works at the gas plant. Donald Bell. 

SE 3542-5-W5, Maxine Crowell. 

NW 3542-4-W5, Frank Retzler; R. Denning; 
C. Montieth; P. Rhine; Stan McCormack. 

SW 35-42-5-W5, E. Boblender; R. Bohlender; 
Donald Bell, 

E¥ 27-42-4.W5, A. J. Engebretson; P. 
Sorensen; Earl Derricot; ‘Abe Giesbrecht; W. 
Wheale. 

NW 27-42-4-W5, Harold Bowell; Fred Bryan- 
ton; Bill Wheale. 

SW 27-42-4-W5, P. Sorensen; Earl Derricot; 
Abe Giesbrecht; W. Wheale. 

NE 28-42-4.W5, Wilson 1914 went to W.W.I and 
never returned; W. C. Thompson; 

SE 28.42-4-W5, Bill McLean, 1913; G. 
Walmsley, 1922; W. C. Thompson. 

NW 28-42-4-W5, Fred McLean, 1913; Switzer; 
W. C. Thompson, 1918. 

‘SW 28-42-4-W5, Robert Grovenor came in 1914, 
originally from England, he was a bachelor, He 
lived here a few years then moved to Calgary 
and worked for C.P.R. as a frelght porter. He fell 
heir to a large inheritance from England, but he 
refused the money as well as a title, He passed 
away in 1962 at the age of 90 years. A. Ferguson; 
W. C. Thompson; Jessie B. Thompson. 

Section 29-42-4-W5, Section 29 was school sec- 
tion for many years and rented as pasture. Then 
the lands division put it up for sale for 
agricultural purposes, 

Nj 29-49-4.W5, Stanley Sherman. 

4p 29-42-4.W5, George Larsen Jr. 

NE 30-42-4.W5, A. Fox, 1918; Josef Lupfer; 
Leo McAreavy — Leo McAreavy and farnily 
came from Vegreville in 1940's. They had a fami. 
ly of two girls, Sylvia and Jacqueline. After a few 
years they sold their farm and moved to 
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Calgary. Leo was caretaker at S.A.LT. for 
several years. Bruce Johnson. 

Lester Johnson — Mr. and Mrs, Lester John- 
son came from the Aurora district. They have a 
family of five. Roy married Lyla Taylor, they 
live at Leslieville. Charlene, Mrs. Ted Jenson, 
lives in the district. Calvin, Lois and Delores live 
at home. 

SE 30-42-4-W5, Mr. and Mrs, Ralph Brown and 
son came from Calgary in 1916. W. S. Thompson, 
1918; Dave Thompson, 

NW 30-42-4-W5, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Sorensen 
and family came from Drumhelier in 1933. They 
had a family of four, Jim, Erland, a son — name 
unknown — and a daughter Oda. They lived here 
for a few years, then went back to Drumheller. 
A. Cooper. 

SE 26-42-5-W5, Clarence Ecklund. 

NW 26-42-5-W5, Len Bauer. 

SW 2642-5-W5, Shelby Taylor, 1924; Len 
Bauer. 

‘SW 27-42.5-W5, Guy Smith — early 1920's — he 
was a bachelor and had many horses, as well as 
a lot of goats. He hauled lumber from the mills. 
He passed away at his farm. Herb Bauer, 

NE 22-42-4.W5, Tom Plumb; Bob Plumb; A. 
Glesbrecht. 

SE 22.42-4-W5, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Perkins and 
son; Tom Plumb; Young; Abe Giesbrecht. 

NW 22-42-4-W5, Wilson lived on this land — 
1914 — enlisted in W.W. I — went overseas and 
never returned here. Alex Beatty, 1934; K. 
Washkevich; Peter Washkevich. 

SW 22-42-4.W5, Rubottom, 1910, Jess Headlee, 
1920; K. Washkevich. 

Eg 21-42-4.W5, M. Zaetz; O. Hallin; O. W. 
Hamilton, 

NW 21-42-4-W5, Alfred Straarup; Frank 
Zurwell; Donald Bell bought this farm'in about 
1950. They have three daughters. Jocelyn, Mrs, 
Gilles Lapierre, lives in Germany, Carlynn in 
Red Deer and Audrey at home. 

‘SW 21-42-4-W5, Leo Benson; G. Benson; K. 
Beebe. 

NE 20-42-4.W: 
Beai 




















Ernest Jacobson, 1918; Ernest 
‘A. and E. ‘Thompson; Charles Repas. 
20-42-4-W5, Little, 1918; Leo Benson; G. 
Benson; K. Beebe, 

N¥ 19-49-4-W5, Eugene Tyndal; K. Knatiuk; 
Don Bryanton. 

NW 20-42-4.W5, W. S. 
‘Thompson. 

'W 23-42-4-W5, Herb Bauer. 

SW 23-42-4.W5, Frank Pike; Dave Johnson, 











hompson, Dave 











SE 22-42-5-W5, L. P. Robinson, 1911; Ralph 
Pike. 

SW 22-42-5-W5, Mr. and Mrs. Archer, 1920; A. 
Bauer. 


NE 22-42-5-W5, Mrs, 
Albert Bauer. 

NW 22-42-5-W5, Mr. and Mrs. Lush, 1913; E. J, 
Mutzky, 

SW 21-42-5.W5, Maurice Beaugrand, 1918; 
Ward Makofka. 


E, Thompson, 1911; 








NW 21-42.5.W5, B. Pigen, 1911; 
Bauer; Ron Nystrom, 

SE 20-42-5-W5, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Patterson 
1918, had a family of three girls. Jessie married 
Russell McClean, He Is now deceased and she 
lives In Calgary. Elizabeth and Tiny. Cody 
Bengston; Laverne Spicer. 

NE. 15-42-4.W5, L. A. Eaton, 1922; Mr. and 
Mrs. Briun; Ed Solberg. 

SE 15-42-4-W5, Russel Stewart; Cleo Price; 
Clarence Woods. 

‘SW 15-42-4-W5, Frank Fox; Jim Lukoes. 

NW 15-42-4-W5, Bob Fox; K. Washkevich; P. 
Washkevieh. 

NE 16-42-4.W5, Bert Archer, 1907; Jess 
Headlee, 1918; Wendelbow; Norman Benson; 
Tony Kriz; Keith Beebe. 

NW 16-42-4-W5, Leo Benson, 1905; Gordon 
Benson; Keith Beebe, 

SE 16-42-4-W5, Frank Hallett, 1907; Josephine 
Simmons, 1909;' Harley Belt; John Benson; 
Dewy Simmons; Ted Pimm; Tom Simmons. 

SW 16-42-4-W5, Mark Lampman, 1907; Har- 
vard Nelson; Ed Hobeck; John Waiters. 

NE 17-42-4.W5, Jim Lukocs, 1930. 

SE 17-42-4-W5, Ernest Bean, 1926; A. J. 
Engebretson; Herman Lowe; Vidor Repas; Karl 
Hendricksen; Dave Morgan. 

W's 17-42-4-W5, Mike Tirpak; Ed Jestin; Clitt 
Luft. 

SE 18-42-4.W5, M. Repas. 

SW 18-42-4.W5, Ben Terlotti, Percy Sirous. 

SE 13-42-5.W5, Fred Rattone; Len Bauer. 

SE 14-42-5-W5, Henry Chabot, 1918; Bill 
Withers; Jerry Albach. 

NE 15-42-5-W5, Frank Pike, 1920. 

NE 16-42-5-W5, -A. Munson, 1911; John 
‘Makofka. 

SE 16-42-5-W5, Jim Smith, 1912, 

NW 16-42-5-W5, Bob and Bill Mann, 1925; John 
Makofka, 

‘SW 16-42.5-W5, E, York, 1918; Melvin Lowe; 
H. Gibson. 


























Mount View Ball eam - 1948 - Clarence Hobeck, Dick Northcott 
Kingsley Northcott, Gilman ‘Beason, Willie. Thompson, Darcy 
‘Gayton, Claude Benson - 

Evan and George. 


there were two Cooper boys missing 








MOUNT VIEW SCHOOL 

This school was built in 1921 and opened in 
about 1924. The following are most of the 
teachers that taught in the school; Their names 
are not necessarily in proper’ order. Cecil 
Gowland, Ruth Walker, Cecil Brandvold, Bar- 
bara Tona, Stan McGee, Arthur Cumberland, 
Edna Hall, Kay Beierbach, Bernice Simmons, 
Joan Lawson, T. Sheridan, Mrs. Freckelton, 
Arthur Gabriel, Duncan Layton, Victor Wenters, 
Jean Moore, Pearl Kroening, Viola Edgerton, 
Ruth Wright, Chester Dahms, Mrs. Ewart 
Brown. 





Mount View - Allan Thompson, Belan Repas, Evelyn Bryanton, 
Joe Hamiton, Annie Tipak, Sisley Repas, Faye Bryanton, Ken 
Hamilton, Marlene Beyanton, Sandra Thompson, litle Leslie 
Bryanton, Betty Tfpak on horse at right. Isabella Thompson on 
howe. T. Sheridan, teacher. 








Mount View School June 1934, Back row, 1. to: Violet Bell 
catherine Couper, Miia Benson, George Jensen, Bill Perkins, 
Nessie Barwick, Second row: Kathleen Barwick, Cecil Pimm, Philip 
‘Skow, David. Thompson, Archie Pimm, ‘Lilian Bell” Froat 
ow iese Benson, Albert Bowell, Norman Bensoo, Gordon Bell, 
‘Mary Zaete, Donal Bell - not shown was teacher, Victor Winters. 











NICKLE, STAN AND FAMILY — by Mary 
Saunders 

On April 1, 1939 Stan Nickle, accompanied by 
a former trapping partner, Charlie Perry moved 
Stan’s worldly belongings’ in two 1929 Chevrolet 
cars to the former Bing Engebretson homestead, 
NW 6-43-4-W5. They proceeded to make the one 
room log house liveable for Stan's wife, Mary, 
and their one year old daughter, Betty to arrive 
two weeks later. 

While on NW 6, Stan worked for the County 
running cat building roads. Actually, it was the 
‘Municipal District of Last West at that time. He 
also went trapping on his registered trap line 
bordering on the Banff Park boundary. Because 
he was this type of rustler, his increasing family 
‘was well provided for and he soon had title to this 
quarter of land. 

By the summer of 1949 the family consisted of 
five children — Betty, Gail, Jim, Doris, and Ken. 
In August of that year we moved to NW 31-42-4- 
W5 which my dad, Ray Newton, had bought from 
Bill MeKinnon. We rented it from him until buy- 
ing it in the fall of 1956. Stan no longer worked 
out, but devoted full time to mixed farming rais- 
ing’ grain, cattle and pigs. 

‘The family was completed in May 1953 when 
‘Norma was born. 

Betty married Eric Gray of Leedale. Eric 
works as heavy equipment operator and welder 
for Revelstoke. They also farm in the Carlos dis- 
trict. They had four children — Linda, Darlene, 
David and Tina. They lost Darlene at the age of 
fourteen and a half ina car accident. 

Gail married Murray Rathwell of the 
Willesden Green District. Murray has worked 
for Calgary Power and heavy equipment 
operator for the county. He is presently working 
for Amerada and farms in the Meadowvale dis 
trict. Gail has taught for several years in 
Rimbey. They have two daughters — Sheila and 
Laura, 

Jim is a heavy duty mechanic. He is 
employed by R. Angus of Lethbridge. He 
married Sharon Hoag of Rimbey. They live at 
Coaldale, Alberta. They have two children — 
Leanne and Stanle; 

Doris married Jim Booth, a plumber from 
Rimbey. Jim has worked several years for the 
government at Nordegg and Camrose. They live 
at New Norway. They have three daughters — 
Barbara, Carolyn, and Catherine. 

Ken is a pressure welder. He married Donna 
Ervin of the Aurora district. They live at Fort 
Saskatchewan and he commutes to Edmonton 














where he is employed. They have two sons, 
Rodney and Randy. 
Both boys worked as heavy equipment 





operators building roads in the far north. 

Norma married Rodney Hamula, an electri- 
cian from Calmar. They live at Rocky Mountain 
House where Rod is employed by Sparrow Elec- 
tric. They have two children, Michael and Mar- 
cla, 


Td 


In November 1971 Stan lost his life in a tragic 
hunting accident. 

In the spring of 1972, Mary rented the farm 
and had an auction sale of the machinery. Later 
the farm was sold to Ronald and Shirley Dyck. 

‘Mary moved to Rimbey and worked at the 
Rimbey Auxiliary Hospital for five years. She 
bought a home there and still resides there. 

In November 1975 Mary married Bill 
Saunders of Rimbey, formerly of the Willesden 
Green District. 

‘The family all inherited their dad's grit and 
are all determined to make good homes for their 
families. 








‘THE PIKE FAMILY 
Frank Pike was born on the family farm in 
the Lockart district, where the old home still 
stands. His parents Frank and Josephine Pike 
were from Nebraska, U.S.A., having moved 
there in 1901. They raised a family of seven 
children, Frank being the tallest of the lot. 

‘Marjorie Withers was born in the Medicine 
Valley district just a few minutes before brother 
Bill arrived. There were two other sisters and 
‘one more brother to complete the household. Her 
parents William A. and Harriet Withers had 
moved from Kings County, Nova Scotia in 1908. 
Later moving to the Beaconsfield district in 
about 1930 or 31 to what is now known as the 
Albach farm, 

Frank and Marjorie, as years went by, met 
and decided to tie the knot in 1930. In 1931, they 
homesteaded on the SW.23-42-5-W5, and’ built 
thelr home there. Those were lean years and 
Frank ‘brought home the bacon’ by cutting posts 
and selling them, trapping in southern Alberta, 
stooking and hauling grain and anything that 
would bring in a few dollars. Much of his time 
was spent working in the sawmills also. He 
bought Henry Bishops’ mill in 1946 and they 
moved ‘lock, stock and barrel’ to the Faraway 
district where they sawmilled for a couple of 
years, then in 1948 or 49, sold the mill to Hulberg 
Bros. 

Frank was a licensed steam engineer and 
worked as boilerman in mills and later on in the 
oilfields. At one time they lived in Rimbey and 
Frank worked for Davis Bros. Garage and Mar- 
Jorie worked in The Downe Inn as cook. 

‘They raised a familly of seven children, most 
of whom still reside in Central Alberta. They 
moved away several times but always came 
back to the “Homestead”. Most of the moves 
were made to get schooling for the family, as the 
Beaconsfield School which had been located on 
their place, had been closed down some years 
before. 

‘Their home on the farm was a popular stop: 
ping place for the people travelling to and from 
the Faraway district, as there was always an ex- 
tra plate or two for the table and a place to feed 
the horses. Later on when motor vehicles 
became the mode of transportation, if that broke 




















down, Frank soon had it fixed up for you and you 
went happily on your way. 

‘Marjorie could make up a mean batch of 
biscuits, and a meal in a hurry and then they 
would proceed to whip the pants off their visitors 
at whist or smear. 

In 1972, they sold the farm and retired to 
Rocky Mountain House. Frank still does a little 
carpentry but just as a hobby now, to pass the 
time, and Marjorie has taken up bowling. They 
enjoy travelling short distances, but two or three 
times a year they drive up to the Peace River 
area where two of the girls and thelr families 
live. 

‘The boys learned a wealth of information 
from “PA” in mechanics and sawmilling. 

‘That wasn't all they learned elther, they were 
full of pranks. Once when the folks were away to 
Red Deer for a day everyone got their heads 
together and decided to pull a few tricks on them, 
"They came up with what they thought was a good 
idea. They got a lot of string and a cowbell and 
set up an intricate system controlled from an up- 
stairs window. There was a string attached to a 
piece of wood to resemble a knock on the door, 
another to slam the yard gate and one to ring the 
cow bell, The folks got home and retired for the 
night, so then the strings started to work, out of 
bed came Frank but there was no one at the door, 
so he went back to bed. Knock, knock, again no 
one, so after a few more gate slammings and cow 
bell’ ringings he lost his cool and grabbed the 
shotgun, Thinking of the tractor facing the 
house, the kids decided to “fess” up while the 
tractor still had a radiator. 

"Then there was the time they stuffed a suit of 
“Stanflelds” and hung them in the outer bifty but 
decided to tell Ma so she wouldn't get too scared, 
but stood peering out the window when Pa made 
‘a bee-line down the path and opened the door and 
pulled back his arm to punch the “character” oc. 
cupying the “one-holer"”. 


PERKINS — WILFRED AND FLORENCE 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Fred Perkins came to Canada 
from England after World War I. Mr. Perkins 
was a war veteran and they settled on the SE 22- 
42-4.W5 where they farmed for several years. 

He was the first secretary of the Mount View 
school. His salary was three to five dollars a year 
and most of his writing paper was the backs of 
old calenders. 

‘They had one son, William. 

In 1935 they sold out and moved to Victoria, 
B.C, where they have lived until passing. 

‘Mrs, Perkins who was born in Birmingham, 
England, died in 1950. 

‘William lives in Esquimalt, B.C. 


RAMBLINGS — by Amelia Thompson, Ben (Ur- 
bano) Terlotti 

‘On May 6, 1906; Ben (Urbano) Terlotti and 
Nina (Caterina) Rattone were united in 
marriage in Valduggla, Italy. After the birth of a 











stillborn child, Mrs. Terlotti was in very poor 
health, 

One year later Ben came to the United States 
with some cousins. He worked in the coal mines 
in Burke, Idaho and Coeur d'Alene, first as a 
miner, then as a machinist. Later he was joined 
by his wife and in 1910 moved to the Leedale dis- 
trlet, then known as Wittenburg, store and post 
office, operated by Mr. Paul Brodersen and his 
family. 

‘The Terlotti’s homesteaded on the NW 12-42. 
WS, but bought a quarter of South African Scrip 
which proved to be muskeg and part of Lake 18 
with no dry land to build a house on. Then the SW 
18-42-4.W5 was purchased and here a log cabin 
‘was bullt with a sod roof. Later a four room log 
house was built with a tar paper roof. A terrific 
hailstorm came along and turned said roof into a 
sleve-like apparatus and shingles were 
purchased and quickly nailed on between 
showers. Later a frame house was bullt and is 
now occupied by Percy Sirols and family. 

‘A daughter, Amelia, was born in 1911 and a 
son in 1918 passed away at birth. 








Mr, and Mrs: Ben Terot with davehter, Amelia. 


The nearest railway station at the time was 
Lacombe and the only transportation was by 
team and wagon. The trip took at least two days 
and sometimes three days. 

Tn 1949 Ben suffered a stroke and he was no 
longer able to farm, In the early 1950's he and his 
wife moved into a small house east of the 
creamery in Rimbey. Allan Gregg now owns the 
house. 

‘Mrs, Terlottl passed away Nov. 6, 1964. Mr. 
‘Terlotti then lived with his daughter and son-in- 
law, Sandy and Amelia Thompson, where 
Amelia still lives, until his passing July 8, 1969, 
just 12 days before his 90th birthday. They were a 
very friendly couple and very well liked by all. 











Fred Ratone, W.S. Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. Terlot 


BEACONSFIELD 

While the Terlotti’s still lived on the farm, a 
school district (Beaconsfield School District 
‘number 3828) was formed by school inspector F. 
G, Buchanan. Ben became secretary-treasurer 
of the district. School opened on May 16th, 1920 
with eight pupils — seven girls and one boy. A 
permit teacher (grade nine student) was in 
charge of the class. The school was held in a little 
log shack where a’ young newly married couple 
named Walter Barker had lived for a short time, 
‘SW 23-42-5-W5, The floor had lovely wide cracks 
in it where our pencils (often helped by a toe, 
when teacher wasn’t looking) easily slipped 
down into the cellar (just a hole). When no more 
pencils were available the cellar door was 
opened and the pencils retrieved, and the “fun” 
started all over again. It was such a good excuse 
not to work because no one could work without a 
pencil! 

School ran for four months and I don’t know 
whether the district ran out of money or the 
teacher, Mark Mann, had to return to classes but 
the school closed. It was reopened the following 
spring with another permit teacher, Dudley F. 
Pegreen in charge. School remained open for 
five months this time, then as most of the pupils 
moved away it was closed permanently. 

The pupils came from varying distances — 
one fifteen years old girl rode a pony. On the first 
day of school, May 16th, 1920 the snow was up to 
the horse's belly when it was tied up in front of 
the school. This was the year of the long hard 
winter when snow came on the Ist of October 
1919 and remained until the following spring of 
1920. 

Many cattle died that year and many calves 
died with goltre. Feed was terribly scarce, a high 
price had to be paid for it and it had to be hauled 
from long distances with a team and rack. The 
crops in 1920 were very heavy and good which 
made up for the terrible winter. 

‘The Patterson girls also came to Beaconsfield 
school and lived near where John Makofka now 
lWves. Jessie Patterson later became Mrs. Russel 
MacLean — sister-in-law to Mrs. Jack Beatty 
and had three sons — Clifford, Eddie and Don, 








Jessie's two sisters were Christina (Tina) and 
Elizabeth (Lizzie). A baby boy died at about one 
year of age and is buried at Leedale cemetery. 
‘Their dad's name was Robert but was known as 
Bob. These people were Scottish, 

‘Two of Henry and Laura Chabott's daughters, 
Ernestine and Annette, also attended 
Beaconsfield school. Ernestine married Joe 
O'Hara and had five girls. She passed away 
twenty-two or more years ago and Joe passed 
away in 1968. Annette married Albert Kemmis 
and had a family of four boys and four girls. Her 
husband died in 1973, and she resides in Rimbey. 

Roy attended the school in 1920 and Howard 
attended in 1921. They were the son's of Ephraim 
Everts whose wife was Hazel Lampman, The 
valley over the hills to the west of Leedale is 
called Lampman’s Valley in her dad’s honour. 





REYNOLDS — MILDRED AND THOMAS 

‘Thomas Reynolds was born in England in 1912 
and came to Winnipeg, Manitoba as an infant. 
Shortly thereafter, the family moved to the area 
south of Calgary, where they resided in several 
different communities 

In 1931 the family moved from Cayley to the 
Meadow Vale District. 

‘Thomas met Mildred Misner at a box social at 
the Mount View school, Mildred was born at 
Frontier, Saskatchewan in 1917 and had come to 
the Mount View District in 1936 with her father 
Clyde, mother Annie and brother Victor, in an 
old Model A. 

Mildred recalls having to stop at every river, 
creek and mud puddle to refill the leaky 
radiator. Mildred’s brothers Lester and Imar 
drove up with a team of horses and they all 
joined Ernest and Chester who had already 
Settled in the Meadow Vale area. 

‘Thomas and Mildred bought the NE 33-42-4- 
W5 just a mile north of the Mount View school. 
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Milired and Tommy Reynolds with thelr children, Herb, 
Raymond and Agnes 








During the next few years they were blessed with 
four children Herbert, Agnes, Raymond and 
Dorothy, 

‘Thomas died of polio in March of 1951. 
Mildred stayed on the farm with her four 
children until 1956 then the family moved to 
Cross Lake for four years but returned to the 
farm in 1960. 

In 1961 Mildred married Henry Matson a local 
farmer, skilled carpenter and cabinet maker. 
They live five miles south east of Rimbey. 

Mildred still owns the farm she and Thomas 
bought in 1939. It is now rented out, but when she 
has the occasion to visit it she remembers fond- 
ly, incidents of the early years. For example the 
time she saw Tom who was breaking land with 
an old John Deere, get off the tractor so mad at 
being stuck again, that he took off his hat, threw 
it on the ground and tramped on it. Or the time 
Raymond gathered the eggs, as he did everyday, 
put them ‘in his breeche’s pockets and then 
decided to jump on old Charlie, their faithful 
horse to take him back to the house, when he 
arrived the egg yolks were dripping down to his 
ankles. 

‘There was no well for the first three years, so 
all of the water used for washing and drinking 
was carried by pail all the way from the creek. 
One day Mildred was packing water for the bull 
and had just got to the corral when she slipped 
and fell spilling the water and there stood 
‘Tommy laughing his head off. 

Herbert the oldest son was killed in a car accl- 
dent in March 1970. Agnes Tiltgen the oldest 
daughter lives in Edmonton, Raymond the third 
child lives in Leduc and Dorothy Kuiper the 
youngest lives near Redwater. 





ROBINSON, MR. LOUIS 
Louis Robinson, better known as L. P. came 





Louis Robinson Family. Evelyn and Archie Robinson, Rudy and 
Ethel Boblender, Mrs. Boklender Sr, Louis, Viola ‘and Lucy 
Robinson = taken June 1, 1948. Lester Roblason missing from 
picture. 





to Alberta in 1911 and homesteaded the SE 22-42- 
5.W5, his mother owned the NE 22. 

L. P. farmed in a small way but his main 
business was trading for furs from the Indians, 
such Indians as Josie Strawberry, Bremner 
Brothers, John O’Chiese and Yellow Face, to 
name a few early ones. 

In later years L. P. was engaged in the bottle 
and scrap-iron business in Eckville, Rimbey, 
Rocky and you-name+it 

He sold his business, which was located in 
Rimbey, to Keith Bland of Rimbey in 1975. 

Louis married Lucy Gardner. They have five 
children. Archie of Airdrie; Ethel Bohlender of 
Rimbey; Viola Jenson of Meadow Vale; Evy 
Brown of Valleyview; Lester of Leedale. 

L. P, Is now retired and lives in Rimbey. 


‘THE SHULER AND STEWART FAMILY — by 
Mrs. E. Roberta Stewart 

During the depression or “Dirty Thirties” 
many people from the prairies moved to the 
north country and the bush, where they could 
grow a garden and raise feed for their animals. 
Ttrained there, Joe Stewart was one of these, For 
three years he had been engaged to Roberta, the 
oldest Shuler girl, and never any money to get 
married. In 1933 he went looking for land. He 
found the Crandle place which had been standing 
idle for a number of years. According to the old 
timers the Crandles had a fight while bullding 
the new log house and she took the two kids and 
went back to Ontario. Where he went I don’t 
know. He had turned the place over to her. One 
winter some folks by the name of Broadbent 
lived there. But now it was empty. Joe bought it 
On New Year's Eve he and Roberta were 
married and the next spring, May 24, 1934, they 
moved to the place. Her father, Robert Shuler 
went with them to help. 

In order to get free freight from the govern. 
ment they had to ship to Eckville and trek 
everything from there. Mr. Shuler went with the 
cars to look after the animals and Roberta (Ber- 
tle) and Joe took a load in a truck. 





‘The Cranden house when Roberta, Joe and Mr. Shuler moved 
‘therein May, 1934 











Kenneth, the youngest Shuler boy, came out 
in August to help make hay. In October Mr. 
Shuler went back and got the rest of his things 
and to bring Mrs. Shuler and the three girls, 
Mary Alice, Claire, and Irma. The older boys 
stayed to work in the salt mine at Alsask. 

‘Those early days were hard but we were hap- 
py and enjoyed it all. The neighbors were 
‘wonderful and helpful too. There was free wood 
for the cutting out in the swamps, rails and fence 
posts. Rain to grow a garden and hay, and wild 
fruit in the bush. Joe went out to work in harvest 
and to the saw mill in winter. Joe took a 
homestead north and a bit west of the Cadman 
place. Then he turned the Crandle place over to 
‘Mr. Shuler, who paid out on it. 

Larry was born December 1935 and in 1938 his, 
father was killed as a result of an accident at 
Adam’s mill, Bertie and Larry stayed with her 
folks on the farm until they sold it in 1949. That 
winter she spent in Alix and the next June moved 
to Red Deer with her folks where they had 
bought a little place to retire. 

Kenneth died January 23, 1936. 

Mr. Shuler passed on in 1959 just three months 
short of 80 years old. Mrs. Shuler passed on in 
1965, just nine and one-half months over 81 years. 

Roberta Stewart still lives on the Red Deer 
place, Larry married and has bought a farm one 
mile north of the Aurora school. 

While in retirement many of the old neighbors 
from Meadow Vale came to call on them. One 
afternoon after some of them had called and 
gone, Mr. Shuler went into the living room to 
read his paper. Pretty soon Mrs. finished 
washing her cups and saucers and she too went 
in there to sit in her rocking chair. ‘The sun was 
shining in through her plants in the west window 
making shadowy pictures on her arm and then 
reaching over to the foot stool where Mr. had his 
feet propped up, while he read his paper. She sat 
in silence for a while then said “You know those 
people back there at the farm were a pretty good 
bunch, don’t you know." 

“Yes, you'd have to go a long way to find any 
etter, that’s for sure.’” he answered 

‘It reminds me of the song that was so pop- 
ular about the time we moved down here.”” 

“What song?” 

“Oh, you know, “Those Dear Hearts and Gen- 
tle People, That Live And Love in my Home 
Town’. I don't know who wrote it, but It sure 
describes it and it has such a haunting melody, 
too.” 

“That's right. It does. Say isn’t that what’s on 
the radio right now?” 

‘They listened for a while, then Mr. Shuler 
picked up his paper to read and Mrs. Shuler 
began thinking of all the neighborhoods they had 
lived in, but in particular the one they had 
recently left, Meadow Vale. 

‘Their home was situated on the west branch 
of the Medicine River. They called it a river even 
though you could step across it where it came out 











of the Medicine Lake. Down by their house it was 
wider and as crooked as it could be, winding 
back and forth, Some of the loops almost 
touching before it turned back again. The school 
kids had lots of fun there and occasionally caught 
a small jack fish in it. It wasn’t a very big river 
tobe sure but in the spring run off or a heavy rain 
fall it would go on the rampage, causing a bit of 
excitement and also spread out all over. It was 
like that when the men wanted to bulld Meadow 
Vale school. They had gone to the bush in the 
winter time, cut the logs, hauled them to the mill 
to be sawed for half. The women at home did 
their share too. They held bazaars and so forth to 
raise the money for the hardware, windows and 
doors. Now they didn’t know how to get it across 
to where the school was to be built, and the 
lumber was already piled, ready, waiting. 

Mr. Shuler being the’ chairman suggested 
they bring it to his place and float it across. So 
that is what was done. They made a raft of the 
shingles and doors, piled the other stuff on that, 
tied ropes to it and then pushed it out as far as 
they could wade. They then threw the ropes to 
the ones on the other side in the water. Thus they 
guided it across the river and didn’t end up down 
river with the bridge that went out. So the school 
was built. Its purpose, a community centre, as 
well as a school 

‘Through her reverie she heard the strains, 
“They read the Good Book trom Fri. til Monday. 
‘That's how the weekend goes.” 

At first there were no church services. Then 
one spring during the break-up, Carl Ruft’s baby 
took very sick. He was a beautiful, blue-eyed 
blonde, and eight months old. They had to take 
him 19 miles to town to the doctor. The roads 
were terrible. They went part way ina bobsleigh. 
‘Then at Bell's they borrowed a wagon to go the 
rest of the way. 

‘The baby died on the way in. In fact, as they 
crossed our meadow we saw the father get down 
under the blankets with the mother and baby. We 
knew that it was all over. They had to go the rest 
of the way to town to get the death certificate 
from the doctor. They brought him back and 
buried him in a little cemetery just west of the 
school. The casket was made by a neighbor. The 
minister came out from town. The flowers were 
all hand made, but just as beautiful as any you 
could buy. 

‘That started the people thinking so they asked 
the minister if he would hold services in the 
school. There was no real road past the Shuler's 
place, only a trail past, and across the swamp. If 
the weather was dry he could go all the way in 
the car, but ifnot, .; he came to the Shuler’s and 
Mr. Shuler took ‘him over with the team and 
wagon. Later the men got together and laid logs 
for a corduroy road on the road allowance. Later 
on, they sanded the road into Rimbey, so in wet 
weather they could get in with out so much trou- 
ble 

it the minister couldn't come himself he 














would send some one else. One Sunday, as usual 
when he couldn’t come, he sent a man who 
happened to be the shoemaker in town. He was a 
Scotchman and one of the finest men you'd want 
to meet. This particular Sunday was a hot day in 
August, in the afternoon. Someone had left the 
‘window open the night before and the school was 
full of those big, green headed horse flies. This 
man had his mouth opened wide as it would go, 
being a small one to begin with, and in popped 
one of those horse flies while he was singing. 
‘There sure was some sputtering and spitting for 
a few minutes. The younger girls nearly died 
laughing and trying not to. They didn’t want him 
to see them laughing at him, or to laugh in 
church. 

From time to time there were different 
ministers from different denominations who 
came to hold services in the school. Denomina- 
tion doesn’t count as long as they preach and live 
what the Bible says. Only one ever lived right in 
the neighborhood and even he had to leave after 
awhile as he didn’t get enough support to live 
and keep his family. People forget that the 
preacher has to be paid if he is going to serve 
them. 





Harold and Lucile Bradford with Phyllis thes adopted daughter. 
‘The only resident minister in Meadow Vale, 


Fora long time we didn’t have any service un- 
til Cyril Brewer came up from Leedale. He was 
from the Free Methodist Church. He was a big 
man, with a greeting for all he met. He came 
rain or shine. If he couldn’t get through with the 





car he came on horseback like the circuit riders 
of old. 

“T got a dream I'll build there one day, with 
picket fence and rambling rose.” 

I will remember the day ‘that I and the 
younger girls arrived there. Lloyd, our second 
Son, drove us across country in a car, from the 
dried out prairies. Rob, Bertie and Joe had gone 
In the spring and we came In the fall. They had 
done some fixing but {t was still a very desolate 
looking place. The next summer Bertie and Thad 
vines growing over the house and gardens full of 
flowers, many of them given by neighbors, which 
made them more valuable. Rob and Bertie had 
planted spruce trees in the yard and Joe made a 
fence and went to the bush and got a tree in a 
al shape to grace the top of the turnstyle gate 
out front. 

December 1, 1935, my first grandson was 
born, the snow was already three feet deep. On 
January 23, Kenneth, our youngest son died. He 
hhad gone out west and north with his friend, Wal- 
ly Reynolds, to trap for the winter. He took 
appendicitis. Wally ran seven miles to get a team 
to take him to Adam's mill to get a car to take 
him in to Rimbey, another 50 miles. It was an old 
‘open model car and by the time they got him to 
the hospital he was so cold they put him In a bath 
tub of warm water for five hours before they 
operated. The appendix had burst. He lived three 
days and was gone. 

David, our third son, came to stay with us that 
winter. Later he went away to work and when the 
war started he joined the navy, as did Lloyd. 

Leroy, the oldest son, only came to visit but 
never live there. He was too old for the army so 
he joined the reserve police force. 

Bertie’s husband, Joe, was killed at the mill in 
1938, she then stayed on with us and raised sheep. 

“T feel so welcome each time that I return, 
that my happy heart keeps laughing like a 
clown.” 

‘Many of the neighbors were new comers too. 
It wasn’t long till everyone knew everyone else 
and we had lots of enjoyment visiting and hear 
ing the tales from the old timers. 

‘Then we had a social get-to-gether every 
month and chose up sides, with a chairman, to 
put on a program. Each side taking turns. Some 
of those programs were better than what we get 
now from professionals on TV. There were the 
Brown's with their music, Mrs. Brown and Willie 
‘Thompson with singing, Jerry Bell with his step 
dance or jig as we used to call it. The others all 
did thelr share too, in plays, songs recitations, or 
what have you. If they didn't they had to pay a 
forteit. 

Many are the scenes that passed before her 
eyes as she sat in her rocking chair with the set 
ting sun shining through on her arm. 

When sorrow struck the nelghbors were all 
there to help, maybe only a smile or a hand 
shake, or the offer of a loan. But it all meant so 
much. 
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hel and Rob (Bobbie and Bobbs) Shuler cuting Golden 
Wedding cake 


When we left there to retire, many are the 
letters we got from them wishing we were back 
there, and on our golden wedding anniversay so 
many of them came all the way down here to 
wish us wel 

Is it any wonder that we forget the bad and 
remember the good in— ‘Those dear hearts and 
gentle people that live and love in my home 
town.” 

The strains of the music had long since died 
away and something more modern was on the 
radio, but Mrs. Shuler didn’t hear it, Her mind 
was still back with her friends of yesteryear. The 
sun had set now and only the rosy glow of the sun 
set enveloped them as she sat in her rocking 
chair and he read his paper. 





SIMMONS, JOSEPHINE 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Simmons and family moved 
to Seba Beach in the early 1900's from 
Minnesota, U.S.A. Joe Simmons worked on 
building railroad bed west around Seba Beach. 
Mr. Simmons and one daughter, Myrtle passed 
away there. Josephine Simmons and family 
moved to Viking for a time, then came to a farm 
at Wittenburg, the SE 1642-4:W5, which she 
bought from Frank Hallet in 1909.’‘They came 
from Lacombe in a lumber wagon with all their 
possessions. Her children were Carl, Jud, Ed, 
Agnes, Clara, Dewey and Tommy. 

Carl was in World War I and was killed at 
Passchendaele. 











Mrs, Josephine Simmons and family Clara, Ed, Tommy, Agnes, 
and Grandma Simmons, 


Res 





Birthday party at Simmon's. Back row: Frank Fox, Bing 
“Engebreson, Frank Jobaoman, J.A. Barwick, Mike Tepak, Siting 
front: A.B.’ Haarstad, Wille Thompson, Herman Lowe, Pale 
Fraser, Fred Rattone, Geo. Hamilton, Leo Benson, Bert Wragg, 
taken mid 1940's, 











Jud married Elva Frizzell, He passed away at 
Seba Beach about 1915. 

Ed owned a farm, SW 16-42-4-W5, he was 
noted for his hunting and horsemanship and was 
good on the violin. He had one son, Clarence. Ed 
passed away in June 1971 at the age of 88. 

‘Agnes, Mrs. George Cummings, had three 
children, ‘Charles, Myrtle and Georgia. Agnes 
passed away in February 1973. 

Clara, Mrs. A. Haarstad, had one daughter, 
Jean. Clara presently lives in Lacombe. 

Dewey married Beatrice Pimm. They had 
four children, Alice, Lois, Bob and Alfred. They 
lived at Three Hills for three years, then moved 
to Fort St. John. Dewey passed away in 1936, 

Tommy married Ethel Patton. They had 
three children, Bernice, Carl and Jody. They 
lived in the Peace River area for a time, then on 
his mother’s farm for a few years, then moved to 
Lardeau, B.C. Tommy passed away in 1962 at the 
age of 60. 

‘Mrs. Josephine (Grandma) Simmons was a 
kind woman and willingly helped many 
neighbors where there was sickness. She also 
helped Dr. S. J. N. Byers in many cases and was 
also midwife to many women on the arrival of 
their babies. 


SIMPSON, MR. AND MRS. FOSTER 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Foster Simpson were our first 
rural route mali drivers west of Rimbey in the 
1930's. Matt Kennedy drove for them. 
‘The route was 12 miles west of Rimbey, south- 
east to Leedale, past Benjamin School and back 
to Rimbey, a distance of over 40 miles by team 










Mail Bones st 12 mile corner. I. 10 R: Joe Lupfer, WS. 
‘Thompson, Jessie Barwick, Violt Bell, Kathleen Barwick, (on 
ores) Clnce Shuler, AIP Bird and Archie Cooper. 


SKOW, MR. AND MRS. MODS 

Mr_ and Mrs. Skow came to this district in the 
spring of 1929 from Rosebud and settled on the 
SE. 5-43-4.W5, where they farmed for several 
years, They had a threshing machine and did 
‘custom threshing for many years. 

Mr. and Mrs, Skow had a family of four boys 
and one girl. Harvey lives at Stettler, Karen in 
Calgary, Mognes in Denmark, Peder in Edmon 
ton and Philip at Brownfield. 








Peder Skow - 1930 





Mr. and Mrs. Skow and son, Harvey. 


Mrs. Skow passed away in 1952 and Mr. Skow 
in 1953. The farm was later sold to Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Youb, 


STRAARUP, MARY AND ALFRED — by Mary 
traarup 

In 1928, Alfred came trom Denmark along 
with my brother, Pete Hougard to the Camrose 
district. They both worked on farms in the area. 
In 1929, I Joined Alfred, who was working on a 
farm in the Killam district. I also stayed there a 
few months. 

In 1930 we were married at Athabasca and 
along with Pete, we purchased a half section at 
Eliscott. Tom was born at Athabasca. Pete kept 
this land and in 1931, we moved to the Leedale 
district to what was known as the Mullback 





place, now owned by the Armstrong's. Two of 
‘our daughters were born here, Anna and Ellen. 

In 1934, we bought a C.P.R. quarter in the 
Last West district. This place is now owned by 
Donald Bell. Our youngest daughter, Agnes was 
born there. 

‘Times were hard and I thought it was the end 
of the world, so we decided to sell out and go back 
to Denmark. In the fall of 1938 we had a sale and 
headed for home, We had only been in Denmark 
a short while when we started longing for 
Canada and the wide open spaces. 

In the meantime, Agnes had become ill and 
was unable to travel. By the time she was well 
again, war had broken out and no one was 
allowed to travel out of the country. Ken, our 
youngest son, was born in Denmark. 

Our dream was to return to Canada and in 
1046, as soon as the war ended, we set out. We 
were the first family from Denmark to land at 
New York. 

‘We came to Rimbey in the fall of 1946, to the 
place owned by Mr. O. B. Moore, one mile west of 
Rimbey. We were very happy to be back and to 
see all our old neighbors again. We lived on this 
place till 1950, We then bought a half section, 
three and one-half miles south of Bluffton. We 
farmed there till 1964, when we retired to 
Rimbey. 

‘We have five children, all living in Alberta. 
‘Tom works at Black Diamond but makes his 
home in Rimbey, Anna (Mrs. H. Perry) at 
Ponoka, Ellen (Mrs. R. McManus) at Edmonton, 
Agnes (Mrs. C. Lundstrom) at Hoadley and Ken 
married the former Lucille Brown of Drayton 
Valley and lives at Camrose. We have 12 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 


SWANSON, ANDREW 

‘Andrew’ Swanson was born in Sweden, he 
came to this country from North Dakota in 1903, 
settled first in the Bentley district, and a year 
later moved to a homestead west of Rimbey NW 
4-43-4-W5, where he farmed and milked cows. He 
passed away in 1941 at the age of 71. 


= 1930. 








THOMPSON, ALEXANDER MIDDLETON 
(SANDY) 

Sixteen year old Alexander and his father 
‘came to Canada from Scotland when Mr. Thomp- 
son returned from World War One. Sandy's 
mother had died some eight years before, leav- 
ing himself, one sister and two brothers 
motherless. 


Sandy and Amelia Thompson on thelc Wedding day. 


In 1933 Sandy and Amelia Terlotti_ were 
married. Amelia had also attended Beaconsfield 
school and Leedale school. They farmed the NE 
20-42-5-W5 where his brother David and family 
now live. Sandy and Amelia had four daughters, 
Betty, Freda, Isabella and Sandra. Betty 
married Robert A. Smith, a carpenter from 
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‘The Sandy Thompson family. 
Baty, Freda, and Sanda. 


Sandy and Amelia with daughters, 











Dapp, Alberta. They live at number two 
Sherwood Crescent, Red Deer and have a family 
of four, three daughters and one son. Freda 
married Robert (Bob) Mayner and they lived on 
his father’s (Henry Mayner) farm, Bob worked 
at the Rimbey Gas Plant. In 1969 they moved to 
Valleyview and later to Fox Creek where Bob 
works for the Bay Gas Plant. Their family con 
sists of three girls and two boys. Isabella trained 
at the Holy Cross Hospital in Calgary. In 1965 she 
married Paul Blair Nestransky from 
Saskatchewan. He is now teaching in Red Deer 
and they have two children, a boy and girl. San 
dra married Ernest Huss from east and south of 
Rimbey near Gull Lake. They lived in Rimbey, 
several years in Calgary and now reside in 
Sylvan Lake. Ernie works mostly in Red Deer 
with Adal Excavating. They have two daughters. 

Sandy worked for the Prairie Farm 
Assistance for many years. In 1953 he became 
Secretary of the Rimbey General Hospital where 
he remained for eleven years. He then became 
involved with the Prairie Farm Assistance again 
until his passing in September 1971. Sandy and 
Amelia moved to Rimbey in 1962 and she sti 
resides at 5133-5ist Avenue, Rimbey. 











THOMPSON, WILLIAM C. STORY 

My parents and I came to Calga 
1912 from Bonners on Windermere, England, 1 
was two years old, 

‘Mother ran a rooming house and dad worked 
on ranches and mines. 

In 1918 and 1919 my father homesteaded the 
NW 28-42-4-W5, where I still live with my son, 
Jerry, making’ third generation on this farm. 

When my parents came, they shipped their 
belongings to Kootuk (Eckville) by rail. From 
then on by way on trail only — by Gilby and 
Leedale. 

T received most of my schooling at Leedale, 
five and one-half miles horseback. My first 
teacher was Mrs. C. D. Aldridge and my last was 
Mr. Jones. One day in the spring he said to the 
class, ‘Let us do something we may be 
remembered by!! His idea was to plant two rows 
of trees, spruce and pine, and with the aid of Mr. 
R. R. Hayward and Mr. Rene Durand, they were 








Wille Thompson, on his saddle pony, crossing the narrows of 
Medicine Lake 








brought and planted. Each of the bigger children 
had two trees he or she had to water each day un 
til they were well started. Mr. E. Solberg has 
made the old school into a nice home and the 
trees are quite tall and much cherished by the 
old pupils. 

‘There are a few memos I would like to men. 
tion — The first threshing machine I ever saw 
was on our farm, it belonged to William Perodgo 
of Lavesta, It was mounted on two wagons, the 
separator was all wood, and it was fed part of a 
bundle at a time. It was run by a 12 horse 
stationary engine. It took all day to thresh 100 
bushels. 

In the 30's I took 12-fat pigs to Rimbey on two 
sleighs, — trailed one sleigh, — and I recelved 
$36 for the lot. They were $1.50 per hun. 
‘dredweight at that time. 
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‘The Thompsons, Wiliam C, Elizabeth, and Willam C. J. ia 
‘mid Auantic trp to England - 1538 


My father had a share of ups and downs when 
he started to homestead. He bought three cows 
and a big team of Clyde horses. In the spring of 
1920, two cows drowned in a beaver dam — and 
‘one horse rolled in the barn and couldn't get up, 
0 he died too. 

In the early days the Indians held sun-dances 
in our area, one was about a mile from home — 
we could hear the drums away into the night, 
‘They usually built a shelter of trees and 
branches. They would gather from many tribes 
for a week before the dance, and the dance would 
last about a week. They had many horses with 
them as that was the only way of travel — they 














usually had many dogs too. I understand they did 
a lot of horse trading as well. 

My dad passed away in 1948 and Mother in 
1982, 

I married Jessie Bell in 1939. We have three 
sons and one daughter. 

Bill is married and lives in Toronto. 

Jerry is married and lives on the home farm. 

Allan lives in Edmonton, and Dianne works in 
Fort Nelson. 


THOMPSON, W. S. AND M. E, 

William S. and Mary ©. Thompson came to 
Canada in the early 1900’s from Scotland and 
England. Were married in Lethbridge in 1913. W. 
S. had a grocery store there until he joined the 
army to fight in the First World War. After the 
war they moved to Calgary with son, Alex (San- 
dy) where they worked until 1920. 

In 1920 they bought a farm twelve and one halt 
miles west of Rimbey. At the time there were no 
roads and very few bridges. A trip to town was a 
two day project. 

W. S. was secretary treasurer of the Last 





Mr. and Mrs, W'S. Thompson with grand-daughter, Donna 
1988 





Fred Rattone, George Hamilton, Bea Terlotti, and Wiliam S, 
Trompsea. 
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West Mu 
1920's, 
Son, David, was born in Rimbey in 1923, San- 
dy married Amelia Terlotti in 1933. They had 
four daughters. He died in 1971. David joined the 
army in 1942 and went through the Second World 
War. He married Jean Monts in 1956, there are 
three children, Donna, Barbra and Jack, 
W.S. passed away in 1960 at the age of eight 
seven. 
‘Mary 
eighty-ihree. 
‘David still farms the land his father settled 
on. 





ipal District for a few years in the 








Passed away in 1969 at the age of 


‘TIRPAK, MR. MIKE 
Tcame to Canada in 1927 from a small town in 
Hungary. For six years I travelled and worked in 
various places in Alberta, First job was clearing 
land for 18 cents a day. T bought W1417-42-4 WS in 
1933, 14 miles west of Rimbey. Down payment 
was $25, at five dollars an acre over 20 years to 
pay for it. I cleared some land and built myself a 
log cabin. With a team of horses I hauled 
tamarack posts to town to sell to the early 
settlers, or trade for seed grain or meat. Things 
were going well so I sent for my girl friend, An- 
nie Spisak, in Hungary. I sent her fare’and 
passport and she arrived here In December 1938. 
We were married December 27, 1938. Though we 
spoke little English we made good friends and 
neighbors. We built a larger house and raised our 
tive children. Mary, Mrs. Rodger Thomas, 
Camrose; Beity, Mrs. Terry Freeman, High 
Level; Annie, Mrs. Joseph Taylor, Edmonton; 
Frank, married, lives in Red Deer and Danny at 
home. We have eight grandchildren. We sold our 
farm in 1972 and are now retiring in Rimbey. 





TYNDALL, EUGENE AND CARRIE — by 
Howard Tyndall 

Mother and Dad were both born at Fosston, 
Minnesota, United States of America, Dad’s peo” 
ple moved to Cudworth, Saskatchewan in 1903. In 
1917 they bought land’ and moved to Okotoks, 
‘Alberta. 

Mother's folks (Fred and Hattie Park) came 
up to the Nanton area in 1904 and homesteaded in 
the foothill west of town. They later traded for 
land at Stavely. Grandma and Grandpa Park 
lived the rest of their lives on this section of land. 

Mom and Dad were married at Calgary on 
December 15th, 1920. I was born in the Cow-town 
on November 37th, 1924 and later finished my 
grade nine at Beaver Valley school at Stavely. 
Grade ten by correspondence and my school 
days were over, 

‘We arrived in Rimbey in a wet spring snow 
storm on March Tith, 1942 and settled In the 
Mount View district, seven miles northwest of 
Leedale on the North half of 19-42-4-W5, 

We came from Stavely (70 miles south of 
Calgary) in a beat-up Model A Ford with a little 
two-wheeled trailer with household effects 








behind. A cattle car and a settler’s effects car 
came in on the Peanut behind an old steam 
locomotive. Our cattle looked pretty sad in the 
snow in the stock yards. Later Dad and I took 
them up Rimbey’s main street out to strawpiles 
at Tarrabain’s farm just north of town. (The 
snow was gone when we left the Porcupine Hills) 

‘That first summer at Mount View was a busy 
one for the Tyndalls. A house was started, some 
land was cleared and sheds were put up. 

We stacked over one hundred ton of hay for 
Jack Barwick for one-quarter share to get feed 
for the stock for the winter. Dad and I then went 
up to Fred Wager’s farm and hayed till it snowed 
in October. I was so sick of haying I wished we 
were back on the prairies. 

We left the Mount View district in 1958 and 
bought a farm at Homeglen, northeast of 
Rimbey. Dad died in 1966 and Mom passed away 
in 1967 after a long illness. 


‘TRANSPOR! 
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(oxen at Edgars 








Mr. Hopkins wit hs mules. 





While we lived at Mount View I built a water- 
well drilling rig to drill a well at the barn. Thirty. 
three years later I am still drilling wells in the 
Leedale — Rimbey area. Tyndall drilling 1s now 
the oldest drilling business in this area, A 
modern cable-tool rig had been added and there 
had been many changes in this trade. 


My wife, Carole, and I were married in 
Lacombe in'1959 and still live on the old farm at 
Homeglen. Carole is the daughter of George 
(Doe) and Cora Allison of Rimbey. We were 
blessed with three girls. Dallas (married Russell 
‘Adams and has one son Darrell); Lila and Dixie 
are still at home. 


I haye many memories and many good 
friends from the early years out west, there was 
a community spirit then that is missing now, I 
wish we had it back. 











Mrs. F. Wingate riding side saddle on one ofthe fist horses they 
‘owned - 1919. 





(Good od days, 


Eckyile’s main street showing Co-op sore and drug store 
“Mary Johnsman's trick pony. Noteifes 


Harriet Baum Johns, 





Dick Thorkman with Percheron Stallion, Rep. no. 23933 (name 
anton) 1514 


‘AUP Kipatrick children and their dog, Chit. 


Ccatige to cross Medicine River on Harley Belt farm at Letdale 


Bertha Molander, Baby Grand Chev. 





First car owned by A.B, Koski. Eddy, Annie, Father, Elie, 
“Mother, Lempi and Wiliam. 


Alfred Kilpatsck and his team hauling two ton of timothy 
seed, 1983, 


The frst snow car jn the district. Driver, Bert Archer with Mrs 


Frank Hancher and two boys. 


Bll MacDonald's snowmobile used to deliver mail and for Dr. 
Coppock' calls -Emest Vital “modern schol transportation, 




























































































aes ween soa al 
2 STREET NORTH pceeeial 
61g |" prens 
& k og Luneer 
F Bie Mike 1736 
te __CatHoute 
i Cauncu-7T | | #4 Hevenes 
| ks 3 | | 
| a TKACIK Bi eae 
LEEDALE Bi 
6 Z } 
1945 survey [ emapses 
| foaknonocer | 
SRR etosrennm | fe r 
Pha  Magues 
SS 3 dsr Srreer Norra ¥ 
< 
TH 1 a 
| a Ble q | 
= in CLARKE | [Pee mursenn } 
7 ay noe zene, 
nencen ade | 
yoresenr Oats 1 snen | 
bo ka tnieten eee 
neq saw |” wpences I” we Ricwanoson 
—— 224.3. 
aaa | 
alia 2 
ora 
S nua ie 
ink fates | wmann}x | we caokearn 
seep 
- TAIN” STREET 
Fa WALET so prasad 
Suavere Roo nse 
WBELT ae | Wee MGeE ore Eeeaco 
Cunune Bins | Hainosar Pot GF rou 2b ae 


| caer 
































732 





Leedale 


WITTENBURG — LEEDALE — research by 
Carrol Mannix 

In 1902, ABRAHAM LINCOLN (LINK) 
BOYER from Valparaiso, Indiana and GERRY 
(GUY) FARROW from Mitchell, South Dakota 
came to the Medicine River Valley. They cut a 
trail trom the Fred Schrader homestead, south 
of Rimbey, to the Boyer homestead, SE 36-41-4- 
'W5, one and one half miles east, one mile south of 
Leedale. They thought they had found wonderful 
cattle and horse range — but — the valley soon 
settled with homesteaders. 
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In April 1903, MR. AND MRS. PAUL 
BRODERSEN came from Jennings, Kansas, 
and in 1907 started the first post office and store. 
Mr. Brodersen named the business, Wittenburg, 


‘Mrs. Brodersen and Anna infront of building which was home, 
owt office, store and dancehall - Witenburg 




















ALL. (Link) Boyer - one of the first to settle at Leedale 
‘witenburg 1902 
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after his ancestral home in Denmark. He ran the 
ost office and store until the end of the first 
World War. 

In 1904, WILLIAM, THOMAS AND CHARLES, 
GARDNER homesteaded west of the Medicine 
River, Wi and NE 4-42-4.W5, and were the first 
to do so in this area. Tom and Bill lived there all 
thelr lives. 








Wittenburg postal stamp 











Leedale Store «1917 


JAMES EVERT started a store in 1906 with 
his son, EPHRAIM EVERT'S home, and later 
built a large store one half mile south, on the 
town line, SW 2-42-4-W5. This he ran until 1912 
when he sold to MRS. JOHN LEE and son's, 
FRANCIS AND WILLIAM. Mr, and Mrs. Evert 
‘then moved to Washington. William (Bill) Lee 
ran the store and a livery stable until 1916 when 
he went to W.W, 1. MR. AND MRS. MARQUIS 
(LAFE) FRIZZELL ran the business awhile dur- 
ing the war years then MR. AND MRS. HENRY 
JACOBS ran it until Bill took it over again after 
the war. MR. FEENEY was a clerk and butcher 
for Bill after the war. About this time Brodersen 
closed his store and the post office was moved to 
Lee's store. About 1925 the store was operated by 
MR. BEATTY of Rimbey and managed by 
RUSSELL MAC LEAN (Russell married Jessie 
Patterson.) PETER (EMIL) WEGREEN ran 
the livery barn and eating place. 

Mail and groceries were brought to Witten- 
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‘A Birthday Card received by Mrs. Motte at Leedale August 
13,1918, 


burg from Lacombe, with some mail from 
Rimbey, unless you resided in Township 41, then 
your mail may have come from Eckville by team 
and wagon, driven by JOHN KEMILA, until May 
1, 1923 ‘when it was all changed to Rimbey. 
RALPH JACOBS held the contract from May 1, 
1923 to May 31, 1927. 

In late 1920's Mr. Lee sold his business to MR. 
AND MRS. HUGH LINDSAY. They ran both the 
store and post office until they closed the store 
and moved the post office across the street. They 
continued to run the post office until 1952 when 
they retired to Calgary. 

In 1907, the Wittenburg School was built and 
that saw the first Christmas entertainment in the 
valley. Mr. Craig was the first teacher. The 
students were: GERALDINE CHINNECK (Mrs. 
Leo Benson), ANNE SHOUPE (Mrs. Dave 
Evert), PHENA SHOUPE (Mrs. Mert. 
Challand), AMANDA BRODERSEN (Mrs. 
Robert McKenzie), BILL BRODERSEN, 
ERNIE AND DAVID EVERT, OLA MEREDITH 
(Mrs. Chas. Andrew), JOE AND RUSSELL 
MEREDITH, MR. WASHBURN'S children and 
one child of MR. BECKER’S walked six miles 
from the Gimlet district to attend school. School 
taxes were $10 per quarter and paid directly to 
the school board. A teacher's salary in 1915 was 
$525 plus room and board, which was supplied by 
anyone who could put them up for a month or two 
or a whole term, ‘The teachers at Wittenburg - 
Mr. A. B. Craig, 1907-08; Mr. Fallis, 1909; Mr. 
Nicholson, 1913; Mr. F. R. Riley, 1914; ‘Miss 
Marle Rush, 1916; Miss Lockhart, 1917; Miss 
Rosa Carvelzel, 1917; Mrs. Nettle Aldridge, 1920; 
Miss Irene Hanahan, 1920; Mrs. L. A. Eaton, 
1921; Miss I. L. Wilkinson, 1922; Mr. H. B. Jones, 
1925'24; Anna Brodersen, 1925; W. J. Watson, 






















Lesdale Schoo! 1924. The gil, back left to sight: Tina Ptterton, 
Amelia Terioti, Thelma ‘Challand, Lela ‘Challad, Middle row: 
Lizzie Paterson, Bete Cumberland, Verna Bencon, Fern Malbec, 
Emeitine Chabot. Front: Matte Wepreen, Annette Chabot, Else 
‘Thysen, 





Leedale School 1924. The boys back left to right: Walter 
Hayward, Claude Benson, Gilman Benson, Bob Hayward, Gilbert 
CChalland. Front: unknown, “unknows, "ese Benson,” Melvin 
Beason, Elmo Benson, Ronald Westake 


1926; Mr. Kennedy, 1927; Alma B, Eritsland 1928. 
33; Miss Viola Ells 1934-35; John Hembry, 1936; 
Art Cumberland, 1937; Miss Phyllis Binyon, 
1938; Ruth Berdine, 1939; Miss Viola 
Edgeington, 1940; Miss’ Elsie Merchell, 1941; 
Mrs. Violet Marsh, 1949-45; Mrs. Florence 
Stewart, 1945-46; Raymond Saunders, 1946-50; 
Mr. Yates, 1950;' Mrs. Muddle, 1950; Mr. Clare, 
1951.52; Miss Florence Skoreiko, 1952-53; Mrs. 
Kathleen McDonald, 1953-54; ‘Miss Margie 

























of Leedale School. Front left to right: Dwayne 
Envi, Calvin Dahms, Lele Be. Second row: Judy Jee, Katina 
‘Traci, Shiela and Faye O'Hara, Barbara Dah and Paty Jevne, 
Delores Bel, Nadia Washkevih, Carl Jevne = Orva Olson teacher, 














Steeves (supervisor) 1954-55; Miss Orva Olson, 
1955-56; Mrs. Willow McLeod, 1956-57; Mrs. Orva 
‘Tkaclk, 1957-59, 

‘The school was closed and the children bused 
to Rimbey in 1959. Prior to the closing of the 
school there were many meetings to try and get a 
centralized school here. No agreement could be 
made between the three school districts in- 
volved, the County of Ponoka, the County of 
Lacombe and the Local Improvement District, 
so the idea was soon dropped and our children 
sent off in different directions to school, The 
school and property was sold to MR. AND MRS. 
EDWIN SOLDBERG, who have turned it into a 
lovely home. 

‘Alter the building of the school house in 1907, 
RICHARD SHOUPE began holding Free 
Methodist Church services and Sunday School in 
the building. Later a church was built across the 
road, northwest of the school. 





































Free Methodist Church Picnic 1980. Back lft to right: Beatrice 
(Challand, holding Maryn, Orvis Chlland, Cytl and Anna Brewer, 
‘Oscar Browa, Minnie Nugent, Lucile Lemiew, Alice Tevne, Grace 
Mason. Front lft to right: Mis. Rulledse, Mrs. Lash, Esther Bal, 
Lavina Nichols, Dors Marcum, Vile Bet holding Lesie, Zerola 
Viser, Bertha Brow 














Also in 1907 a company was formed, headed 
by MR. BRADSHAW, which built and opened the 
Wittenburg Creamery. It was located on Mr. 
Bradshaw's, one half mile east and two miles 
south of Wittenburg. This business, managed by 
MR. LIGHT, produced butter and cheese until it 
closed in 1914. 

Doctors were very difficult to get in the early 
years, for DR. HYNES had to come from 
Lacombe (40 miles) by team, and later DR. 
BYERS SR. by horse and cart from Rimbey (15 
miles). There was a lot of pneumonia those early 
days. 

‘Amusement and recreation were provided by 
picnics, dancing, ball games, horse racing and 
lots of visiting. If anyone wanted to visit outside 
the district and did not have their own transpor- 
tation they often caught a ride to town with the 
mail carrier, then went by stagecoach or if from 
Lacombe, by train. 

In 1917 the people changed the name of the 
hamlet from Wittenburg to Leedale in honour of 
Bill Lee, 

In 1920's, MR. BEELEY a J.P., operated a 
Barber Shop, was a clerk for Bill Lee and also 
ran the first blacksmith shop in Leedale. 

MR. BISHOP had a barber shop and was also 
a Chiropractor in the 1930's, 

‘A blacksmith shop was opened by HARRY 
FARTHING in the late 1920s. It was later ran by 
JACK BOOTH and CARL ASKE bought it in 1937, 
ALBERT ADAMS ran the business for Mr. Aske 
‘about 1944-45, then ERIC MASUCH had it until 
the early 50's. EARL GRAY operated a 
blacksmith from his private garage from the 
mid 50's to the early 60's. 


See it 


te 





‘This is Grandpa Aske and George Royan, the two Village 
‘lackamithe in Leedsle, during a hard days work 





‘There was a cemetery staked out in the 
hamlet in the early 1900's but the land was too 
low and wet so was abandoned. When the road 
was rebullt about 1961 it was discovered that one 
person had been buried there. A skeleton was 
lifted out with the dirt by an earth moving 
machine, being operated by Gilbert 
Hollingsworth, At first it was believed it was an 
Indian grave but after an investigation by the 
R.CMBP., it was discovered a cemetery had 
een started there. 

In 1921 the Bradshaw Cemetery Association 
was formed, with A. L. BOYER, Chairman and 
W. H, LEE, Sec.-treas. The cemetery was then 
registered with the Government of Alberta. It 
had been used prior to this time and records 
show the first buried there was Howard Bernard 
Belt, child of Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Belt, age one 
year elght months, November 5, 1915. 

In 1921, the Women’s Institute was organized 
with MRS. MARGARET (LOUIS) EATON as 
president. There were 30 members. It continued 
until about 1945. 





LLeedale WI. taken about 1930. 


FATHER HARRISON started the Catholic 
Church in the late 1920's and held service in the 
hall. The Church was built by FATHER 
MURPHY in 1951 and services were held there 
until about 1967. The Catholic Ladies Club was 
formed about 1946 with MRS. TRENHOLM, 
president, ERNISTINE O'HARA. sec.-treas. 
‘MRS. PHIL MC TIGHE vice-pres. with 16 
members. It continued until the closing of the 
Church. 

‘The Mormon Church was started by the 
ARCHER and HANCHER families and services 
were held in the community until the mid 1940's. 

GEORGE YOUNG held the first United 
Church service December 12, 1934 at the 
JOHNSMAN home. He also started a Sunday 
School and Young Peoples. Services over the 
years were held in the hall, the old store building, 
the Mormon Church and in 1962 the Free 
Methodist Church was purchased and moved to 
Leedale. A Women’s Auxiliary to the United 
Church ran for several years but was discon- 
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Old Free Methodist Church ater it was purchased and moved by 
‘he United Church 


tinued in September 1967 as the Church was 
closed in August of that year. The Church has 
been sold and moved, and is presently Lee 
Hollingsworth’s garage. 

“AUNT” LOU CHALLAND operated a cafe 
and confectionary shop called the “Bargain 
Store” out of a building on the Rostad place in 
the mid 1920's. MRS. HASS ran a cafe from part 
of the old Lee store in the late 1920's. MRS, 
MYERS served dinners and ran a coffee counter 
in the back of their store in the late 30’s and 40's. 








‘The “Bargain Store” which was ran by Lou Challand, 


In 1926.27, the Leedale Hall was built. Shares 
were sold at $10 a piece. MR. LOUIS GUTH was 
contracted to do the building, lumber was hauled 
in from VARTY’S MILL, rock was hauled from 
the land being cleared’ in the district to be 
‘cemented in for the foundation and in 1927 It was 
ready for use. Whole families came for the open- 
ing — the music (it is believed) was supplied by 
BING ENGEBRETSON and JENNIE WITHERS 
— there was still a debt to be paid off so the men 
were charged one dollar for the evening but the 
women and children were admitted free. The 
ladies supplied the lunch. 

ROE HANCHER, MAY TAYLOR and CECIL 
(SLIM) PEARSON also had orchestras which 
supplied music for many dances those early 
years. ALMA ERITSLAND held the first Christ- 
mas concert in the hall in 1928 and put on the next 


five. There is still a concert held in the hall every 
Christmas, marking 50 years in 1978. Silent 
Movies were shown in the hall for a few years 
when it was first opened and movies were shown 
there again by JOE STEEN, in the early 1950's 
for a short time. A new hardwood floor was put 
down in the 1960's when the GLEN TAYLOR 
FAMILY orchestra was making good use of the 
hall. 

About 1931, FRANK TARRABAIN bullt a new 
store, east of the old one, which he ran until sell- 
ing to DAN MYERS in 1936. DAN MYERS JR. 
sold to PAUL BORTH In 1966 and it was closed 
and renovated into a house in 1975, 

HERBERT VARTY operated a lumber yard 
and gas business which was open from 1936 to 
1940, 

Shortly after DAN MYERS came in 1936 to 
operate the store, he started a lumber mill, 
IVAN ADAMS ran this for him for several years. 

HARRY PARKINS started a garage business 































Leedale High School - 1938 - 39. Front row, lft to right Art 
Baldridge, Orris Challang, Layton Layton, Oliver Misner, Gordon 
Carol. Second row: Aileen Upton, Gladys Becket, Elva Viger, 
Beatrice Brown, Katherine Gilspe, Fern Carmichael, Doris 
Pierson. Back: Jean Jackson, Bess Tindsay, Donna Bet, Elen 
Hayward, Edna Iverson, Teacher Mist McNevia, Alberta’ Visser 
Floy Brown and Elie Johnson 








Part of Leedale - 190, L. to R: Mr. Aske's blacksmith shop, Jim 
‘Thompson's Garage and Mr. Myers sire. 


in the mid 1930's. Harry sold to MYERS and it 
was ran by ED BELT in the late 1930's. 

‘The High School opened in the old Lee store 
building in 1936 and closed in 1943. The teachers 
were: Miss Helen Armstrong, Miss Isabel Hood, 
Mr. James Demanchuck, Miss Kay McNevin, 
Mrs, Earl Stollings. 

JOHN EMIN, a shoemaker, had a shoe shop 
east of Mr. Aske's blacksmith shop in the 1940's. 
Being German, his family foundit very hard dur- 
ing the war years. Later Mr. Aske bought the 
business and made it into a feed mill, 

In 1948 JIM THOMSON tore down the old feed 
‘mill and built a garage. He operated his business 
until 1954 

When MR. AND MRS. LINDSAY retired from 
the post office in 1952, LEONA ADAMS ran it for 
a short time from a building set beside her 
father, Mr. Myers’s store. This building was 
moved across the road, south, when MRS. 
BERYL (ED) ROBINSON took it over. Mrs. 
Robinson ran the post office until her retirement 
in 1967 when it was moved into the store once 
more, and ran by MRS. PAUL (BETTY) 
BORTH. The post office was closed about 1970 
and Leedale patrons became R.R. 4, Rimbey. 

Plans to build a curling rink began with the 
forming of the Booster Club and in 1951 with 
HAROLD MASON, president, and BUD PARKS, 
secretary, bullding began. Ice was put in the rink 
in 1952 and the young people of the community 
had much fun skating. The first curling game 
was played in it in 1953, 








Leedale Curling Rink - 1952, 





‘Today, 1978, all that remains of this once busy 
hamlet is the curling rink, hall and four families. 


If, when reading the Leedale histories, you do 
not find the one you are looking for, please try 
Aurora, Benjamin, Gimlet, Midland or Mount 
View. These six areas are very closely tied as 
Leedale was the store and post office for many 
people who lived in these surrounding areas. 

Note: Much of the above information taken 
from ““Pas-Ka-Poo”. Our thanks to Fred Schutz 
for allowing us to use It. 








FOUNDING OF WITTENBURG (LATER 
KNOWN AS LEEDALE) — a newspaper clip- 
ping submitted by Lucy Gardner Robinson 

Wittenburg School District was organized in 
July 1906, by Paul Broderson. The board at that 
time consisted of Paul Broderson, chairman, 
William Gardner, Treasurer, L. M. Washburn, 
C.D. Aldridge, secretary. The rate payers were 
Leo Benson, Albert Archer, Frank Hallett, C. D. 
‘Aldridge, S\W. and H. W. Eastburn, P. Broder- 
son, C.W., M., and T. Chailand, Mr. Wilson, C. H. 
Hickman, E. Dahl, D. Finch, A. L. Boyer, C. 
Johnsman, F, Hancher, C. Fox, J., and L. M. 
Washburn, J. Beck, Jno Ferguson, Jas Ellis, S. 
D. Clifford, J. Olson, N. Craft, Thos, Wm., and H. 
E. Gardner and Mark Lampman. 

The building material was drawn the follow- 
ing winter from William Cumming’s sawmill, 
ten miles west of here. Messrs. L. Slater, Thos. 
Gardner, Mark Lampman, Paul Broderson, F. 
Hallet, and H, G. Washburn donating their 
teams, and their time for the work. The founda- 
tion of the new school was laid in 1907 by J. McIn- 
nis and the frame work was built by Jos Zeluf. J. 
Jennson built the stable. The furniture was 
placed in the building on December 14, 1907. The 
first sermon was preached in the building by 
Rev. Wright of Rimbey on December 15. The 
first term of school commenced on December 11, 
1907. A. B. Craig, a well known and well educated 
Scotsman was in charge, and the salary at that 
time for a teacher was $50, per month. 

The scholars who attended the first term were 
Amanda and William Broderson, Dealia, Clara 
and Adaline Dahl, Ernest, David, Mabel, Leon, 
Lily and Myrtle Everts, Mabel and James 
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Jackson, Joseph and Ola Merideth, and Hazel 
Hallett. Mrs. Paul Broderson gave the school its 
name. 


MYRTLE JACOBS SONG 

‘These are the words to a song which Myrtle 
Jacobs sang at nearly all of the community 
fatherings in the Leedale area in the early 
1900's. It is not known who wrote It. 

Away up north in Alberta 

Where the coyotes howl and sing 

Where it rains and hails all summer 

And you can not raise a thing. 

I took up a homestead in Alberta 

Forty miles from the C.P.R. 

You couldn’t raise nothing but Jack Pines 

On the mountains so steep and high 

In the valleys there's nothing but muskegs 

That never never go dry. 





LEEDALE W.I. 1934 (WOMEN 
‘The Spinsters Convention 

‘The past efforts of the Leedale W.I. have met 
with unqualified success, and the “Spinsters 
Convention” held on April 6 was no exception. 
‘The hall was crowded when the curtain rose and 
from start to finish the interest of the audience 
never flagged. Mrs. F. W. Hancher led the com 
munity singing, following which she gave a short 
talk ending with the story of the painting of the 
“Madonna” 

The opening of the “convention” was a signal 
for hilarity for there gathered fussy old maids, 
garbed in garments fashioned in days gone by, 
with their cats, dogs, and birds. During the 
meeting the ladies discussed their chances of 
matrimony, sang plaintive songs of love, recited 


INSTITUTE) 


Leedale W.L. Pini. Standing left to right: Mrs. Benson, Mrs 
Baldridge, Mrs. McElroy, Mrs. 2.” Archer, Mrs. Benton, 
Grandia ‘Simmons, Aunt Lou Challand, Mis. Archer, Mis. Le, 
Mrs. Fox, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Pierson, Mrs. Mason, Mri 
Gillespie, Mrs Stuart, Mrs. C. Pearson, Idk Hancher. Sting eft 
{ ght! Jes Thompson and Bil, Thelma ‘Chaland, len 
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poems of despair, and listened to the debate on 
Gress reform. Among other items, one spinster 
explained the rules of the Cottage Hotel, 
Rimbey, and we feel sure that the management 
will be keenly interested in these rules. 

Just at the close of the meeting, hopes were 
revived in the hearts of the forlorn'spinsters by 
the arrival of a dandy” professor and his assis- 
tant. The professor declared he could rejuvenate 
his clients and give them their heart’s desire, 
Needless to say, the ladies were intrigued, and 
the “remodeller” was set up for skinny old 
malds with cracked volces appeared as dainty 
little vocalists; fat old maids were changed into 
ttle elecutionists, fairies and even butterflies, 
One spinster desired to become a man, but was 
informed that It would take two ordinary females 
to make a man, so another spinster joined her, 
and lo! there emerged a man. 

‘Once or twice things went wrong, for one 
spinster would not be separated from her dog, 
whereas the Professor washed his hands of the 
consequences and the poor dog emerges as a 
string of weiners. Another old maid, who counted 
the years as ‘‘just twenty,’ was the despair of the 
professor, but eventually she entered the 
remodeller, only to emerge in pieces, The most 
ancient spinster desired to become an angel, but 
the machine wasn't built to meet her years, and 
no change was made in her appearance, to her 
great disgust. 

Despite these accidents the professor and his 
machine were very popular, and “‘hope sprang 
eternal in the old maids’ breasts” 

‘The show was followed by a dance to Rudy's 
music, and a cake, donated by Mrs. Hancher, 
was raffled and won by Mrs. Oliver Salmon, 








Mebiroy, ola Challand, Ms. 
‘Wingate, Paterson, Lila Pieson, with Sel 
“Helen Gillespie, Mis. F. Lee holding baby. Five youngsters sting 
Phyllis Hancher, Edith Lee, Alvina Hancher, Mare Baldridge, 
Pat Hancher 


Robinson, Mrs. Ratton, Iva 
Beason sting tn front 











Leedale W.1, 1934. The Spinste’s Convention Play (193), 
Standing L. to R: Ida Hanche, Helen Badrdge, Buelah MCEIoy, 
Margaret Lee, Mrs. Gillespie, Aunt Lou Challand, Marie Pierson, 


Over one hundred dollars was realized by the 
effort, and the director and the cast are to be 
heartily congratulated on the success of the 
enterprise. 

The monthly meeting of the Leedale W.I. was 
held Thursday afternoon April 12, 1934 in the 
Leedale Hall. A vote of thanks was given to Mrs, 
F, Hancher for giving so generously her time and 
effort in directing the rehearsals of the recent 
play. A vote of thanks was also given to William 
Lee and William Broderson in assisting that 
night by collecting door admissions. The net 
proceeds from the play amounted to $75.35. 

‘As soon as the usual business was finished the 
members donned thelr “spinster” costumes and 
went In H. Varty’s truck to the home of Mrs. C. 
Pearson. Mrs. Pearson had been one of the cast, 
‘but owing to ill health was obliged to drop out, 

‘A very pleasant afternoon was spent, and Mr. 
Pearson added to the pleasure of the guests by 
giving several beautiful instrumental selections. 

Mesdames Baird and Baldridge served a 
delicious lunch. 


LEEDALE AMATEUR PERFORMANCE 
GoD 1938 

‘The members of the Leedale Women’s 
Institute sponsored an amateur contest and 
program in the Leedale Community Hall on 
November 19 that was well attended and a 
success in every way. 

The contestants were entered in three 
divisions: from 1 to 10, 10 to 16 and from 16 to 90 
years of age. Winners of the first division were; 
Edith Lee first, recitation, Caroline Englebret- 











Mrs. Pearson, Helen Gillespie, ¥ , holding Alvin 
la 'Pierson, Fee Mason, Elen McElroy. The butterfy 
Hancher, Marie Baldrige and Pat Hancher siting 





son second, a song, and Marie Baldridge third 
with a reading. In the 10 to 16 class Mary Ralston 
of Rimbey was awarded first with a tap dance 
number, Floyd Kraft with a vocal solo and Victor 
Kraft with a vocal solo. In the adult division the 
honors were so equally divided that the judges 
were unable to make an award, but special men- 
tion was made of Mrs. C. Baldridge and Bill Lee 
in their artistic rendering of “School Days”. The 
lady as the “Queen In Calico”, did the vocalizing 
while Bill hove down hard on his harmonica. This 
number brought rounds of applause, as did two 
short skits done by members of the Institute. The 
first of these was a scene laid in the waiting room 
of Dr. Kill-em-oft’s office where Mrs, Dupres as 
“Nurse”, was very attractive in a regulation un- 
iform and where Mesdames Broderson, F. Lee, 
K. Wiltse, C. Pearson, M. Plerson’ and C. 
Baldridge ‘swapped recitals of their aches and 
pains, until the arrival of a smartly dressed 
(Mildred Hobson), diverted their attention from 
thelr numerous symptoms to the current sale of 
hats and gowns at the Myers store at Leedale. 

In the second skit, Mrs. Frank Hancher, well 
known to all Leedale theatre goers as an actress 
of outstanding ability, was undoubtedly the hit of 
the evening in her’ role of dancing master, 
‘Mesdames ‘Trendholm, T. Challand and C. 
Baldridge — three pupils seeking Instructions in 
the terpsichorean art, proved comedians of the 
highest order. Miss Mary Ralston, in a brief but 
charming dance number completely captivated 
the hearts of her audience as well as that of the 
dapper young dancing master. 


Cecil Pearson in the capacity of “Major 





Bowes” was all that could be desired and 
wielded the gong with such diplomacy that the 
victims actually liked it, 
| ‘Members of the Leedale Women’s Institute, 
of which Mrs. Wm. Broderson is president, and 
Mrs. Kenneth Wiltse secretary, served midnight 
supper and furthered the eniertainment of the 
assembly by providing a dance orchestra under 
the leadership of Bert Archer, of Edmonton, and 
dancing continued until the hours of early morn- 


ing. 
iss Blanche Wallace, teacher at Benjamin 
school, J. Hembury of the Rimbey High School 
staff, and Mrs. A. B. MacDonald of Rimbey 
acted as judges in the amateur contest. 
Rasmus Murray, employed at Leo Benson's 
sawmill, was winner ot the beautiful woollen 
quilt in a draw that was made during the supper 
hour. The quilt was made by the Leedale W.L 
and the funds derived from its sale go into the 
treasury. 


LEEDALE, JUNE 1941 

For many years the Indians in this central 
area had a Rain Dance in the spring. For a week 
before the ceremonial dance the Indians passed 
through Leedale in great numbers. Their 
destination was a pretty, secluded valley 10 
miles west of Leedale, 








John Strawberry -an Indian who died at 110 years 


‘Most of them drove a team and wagon and 
many were leading horses. ‘There were always 
two or three dogs and sometimes more with each 
wagon. The squaws and the children sat on the 
floor of the wagon box. Many stopped at the store 
to get a few supplies which usually included 
tobacco, baking powder, flour, matches and a 
yard of brightly colored material. They would 












































hang the cloth on the limbs of the trees which 
surrounded the encampment and dancing area 

If the dance was meant to bring rain it cer- 
tainly accomplished its purpose, as it usually 
rained the whole week of the dance, 





BUSH FIRES 

Every spring we live in fear of bush and grass 
fires. Years ago there was very little equipment 
that was very effective in controlling the 
dreaded fires. 

Many settlers lost thelr homes and belongings 
in the raging fires which were fanned by strong 
winds in the tinder dry bush, 

In 1937, Mrs. Lapeare saved her home from the 
flames although the barn, chicken house and 
wood pile burned. 

In April 1941, Dick Hollingsworth, and S. A. 
Lyons narrowly escaped losing their buildings 
and fire fighters were out for several nights try- 
ing to protect homes and granaries. 


Eight foot high log pile at MeTighe Ml burned to ground - April 
1s 





MeTighe Saw Mil. April 1941 - Note: Wheels melted down #0 
sxe flat on bottom, 


‘That same month a raging bush fire swept into 
the McTighe Saw Mill 25 miles west of Leedale 
and burned the mill and log pile. Several families 
were living at the sight and they lost all their 





belongings. Mr. Earl Johnson was badly burned. 
Hundreds of men were ordered out by the 
Government to fight the fire. 

(On April 29, Mr. Skully’s body was found where 
he had burned to death when he tried to escape 
the fire. 

Rain came on May 2, and everyone heaved a 
sigh of relief but on May 23, the fire again raged 
through the timber and claimed H. Varty’s Mill 
and Mr. Beaman’s buildings. Rain came again 
on the 25th, 

In 1968 there were many fire losses. The whole 
country was a glow at night and many farm 
buildings were burned. Mr. and Mrs. M. Sim- 
mons lost their barn from sparks which came 
from burning spruce a half-mile away. 


FIRST CURLING MEETING 
April 12, 1949 

‘A meeting was held at the Jim Thomson home 
April 12, 1949 for the purpose of discussing 
building a curling rink and skating rink. 

Dan Kilpatrick made a motion that Harold 
‘Mason be chairman, seconded by Jim Thomson 
— carried. 

Bud Parks was nominated as secretary by 
Dan Kilpatrick, seconded by Johnny Tkacik — 
carried. 

‘Moved by Johnny Tkacik that we build a curl 
ing rink seconded by Ed Belt. 

‘Val Tkacik, Bob Kilpatrick, and Ed Belt were 
appointed as a committee to see about timber to 
obtain logs and inspect some — carried. 

‘Moved by Bob Kilpatrick seconded Vernon 
Belt that the meeting be adjourned. 


FIRST YEAR CURLING 

Harold Mason moved that the club members 
join together into rinks, in a way to make it con- 
Yenient to let each other know of games and get 
transportation to them, seconded by Harley Belt. 

‘Skips were then appointed as follows: 

Harold Mason 

‘Tustin Jevne 

Val Tkacik 

Henry Thachuk 

Dan Kilpatrick 

Johnny Jones 

Harley Belt 

‘Vernon Belt 

Lavern Hancher 

It was moved by Johnny Jones and seconded 
by Burns Kilpatrick that curling fees be $6 for 
men and $3 for women and school kids. 





‘UNEXPLAINED — by Iris Couster, Craven, 
Saskatchewan (from the Western Weekly 
‘Supplement — January 2, 1963) 

"This story Is unexplained and something we 
never got to the bottom of, as it happened about 
fifty-five years ago, when I was only a small 
child, but T still remember it. 

It was the year 1907, and my father had 
homesteaded near Wittenburg, now known as 











Leedale, We were living in a two-toomed log 
shack. Our family consisted of my parents, 
brother and myself. 

It was in early June, and it had rained for 
several days. My brother and I were sitting by 
the window looking out, when we saw a man 
‘emerge from the tall timber nearby and pass 
within a rod of the window. He was tall and wear- 
ing a black felt hat. We calied our mother and the 
three of us watched him as he walked down the 
pathway leading to the half open door of the hen 
house and disappeared into the building. 

‘We kept on watching to see him come out, as 
In those days homesteads were lonely places, 
After we had stood there for ten minutes or 
more, my mother called to dad who was dozing 
on the bed, and told him that a man had gone into 
the hen house. The small dog had seen him, as it 
began to bark. 

Dad got up and walked to the hen house, but 
no one was in there. There was only one door to 
the hen house and if the man had come out we 
would have seen him. He then looked to see if 
there were any tracks in the mud but there were 
none. We all went out and looked for tracks, but 
couldn't see any. Dad accused the three of us 
with having too much imagination, 

A month later, in the early evening of a hot 
July day, mother and I were standing at the door 
‘when our attention was drawn by our small dog 
letting out a couple of loud barks. We looked and 
there coming through the tall timber was this 
same man, who again walked within a rod of us 
and disappeared into the hen house as before. 

We were frightened as Dad was away and my 
young brother had gone down to the end of the 
field to bring the cow home. ‘The dog kept up a 
steady barking. We watched to see if the man 
came out, but there was no sign of him. Mother 
was worried as my brother had to pass by the 
side of the hen house on his way back with the 
cow 

Shortly I saw my brother coming, chasing the 
cow ahead of him, and he raced into the hen 
house before we had time to shout to him, as the 
cow's watering pall was kept in the hen house. 
He came out again quite unconcerned, and when 
we questioned him, he was surprised, as he had 
seen no one. 

Several weeks later, a far-away nelghbor was 
visiting us during the afternoon when the same 
thing happened again. The dog barked and we 
were all amazed to see the strange man appear, 
then vanish into the hen house. So we all put on a 
brave front and walked down to the hen house 
immediately and glanced in every corner of the 
small structure, but there wasn’t a sign of 
anyone! This has always remained a mystery. 

If it had been only one person who had seen It, 
we could have put It down to hallucination, but 
the first time there were three of us, the second 
time two of us, and the third time four of us, one 
being an outsider. 

"This remains to this day unexplained. Mother 








had told the story to different people later on, 
after we had left the homestead, and settled In 
Saskatchewan, but each had a different theory. 

One elderly lady who had lived near that part 
of the country at the turn of the century told us 
later that she had heard several men had been 
murdered there in the early days. Bones had 
been found on the Edward Dickson farm four 
miles away in 1904, but were Identified as Indian 
bones 

‘The above story Is true but unexplained. 


RECOLLECTIONS — by Elva Visger Rice 

‘was born in the winter of 1925 in what is now 
the Rimbey Auxiliary Hospital. At the time, my 
folks (Lyle and Zerola Visger) lived on’ the 
Rostad place nine miles west of Rimbey, in a log 
house which is still on the property as far as T 
know. 

It was In the depth of a hard winter and my 
Father rode horseback in to see my Mother and 
I, with the snow up to the horse’s belly. Our hired 
girl at that time was Evelyn Wegreen, who 
looked after my sister Alberta and brother 
Robert at home. 

Later we moved to the Manley Cumberland 
place near Leedale where Nora was born. Next 
to the Coverdale place in the Simon district, and 
then to the Aldridge place a half mile west of 
Pierson’s. 

Dale, Joan and Bonnie were born while we 
lived there. One winter while we lived there, it 
was so mild on my birthday on January 19, that 
we sat in the shade and made ice cream. I 
remember we used to pump the horse trough full 
with a sort of tread mill, with a horse going in a 
wide circle. Sometimes the cows tails would get 
caught in the turning pipe and of course they 
would come to a slow stop. The last move was 
made to the old home place which was two miles 
east of Brown’s corner. My folks lived there for 
nearly 30 years, I well remember that move, as I 
was nine years old. Alberta and Robert went 
ahead on horseback with the cattle and horses. 
The rest of us came in the wagon, driving the 
mules, Si and Jim. Bonnie was six months old in 
the crib at the back of the wagon. As we drove 
past Brown's [remember Mrs. Brown came out 
to wish us well. 

‘The old log house we moved into holds many a 
memory. As Ellen Hayward used to say, “If 
those logs could talk”. When the walls got dingy, 
we just pasted a new edition of the “Family 
Herald" over It, There seemed to be a lot of 
young people around in those days. No phones, 
but word seemed to get around quickly about an 
upcoming tobogganing party. My sister Nora 
and Harvey Simmons, even Went so far as to get 
married. There were lots of other short time 
romances. 

I took Grades 1 to 8 at Leedale plus three 
years at Leedale High School in the old Lee store. 
T kept those two barrel stoves going, and split 
those huge blocks of wood, but I loved it. Alberta 





and I lived in a borrowed thresher’s bunk house 
in the school yard. Other girls did likewise. The 
third year [ lived with Beatrice Brown and 
Mildred Walker in a warm granary that Mr. 
Brown made. 

In the winter those trips home for the 
weekend were something else, but Robert with a 
team and sleigh was our trusty chauffeur until 
Bill Lee’s hired man, Charles Moore, caught 
Alberta’s eye. Then we would come back with 
him on Sunday night, as the Moore's lived 
neighbor to us. 

Tt was fun living next to such a big family with 
kids our ages. Everybody was in the same boat 
in those days. The name of the boat was ‘“Pover- 
ty”. I'm still in one of the lifeboats but who 
cares? We don’t have everything we want but we 
have everything we need, 
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iva Visger_and Lila Pierson who were announces at the 
CChrisumas concert in 1981. They were in Grade I atthe Leedale 
School 


Remember when? 
1, Miss Eritsland took us for a hike and warned 
“gon’t go in the river”, but of course the Grade 8 
girls had to try it 

2. We spent our noon hours drowning out gophers 
to make a few cents from the tails. 

3, When Norman Benson's horse reared up and 
fell over backwards but Norman crawled out 
okay. 
4. We met the Benson boys on the way to school 
and were happy to announce to them that our 
baby sister Bonnie had arrived during the night, 
but they surprised us with the same announce 
ment that their baby brother Gordon had arrived 
too. 

5, Miss Eritsland came to school with the firm 
decision, ‘No more talking in school, or you'll 
get the strap;"” I was second In line and bawled 
{ill noon hour. 

6, When Beatrice and I sat in a double desk at the 
back of the row, Gordon Baldridge went to the 
water fountain, collected a hand full of flies off 
the window sill and put them down Beatrice's 
neck. 














7. Miss Evans tried to teach us to chew each 
mouthful 32 times and when noon hour was over 
we were still eating. 

8. Our skinny old horse Charlie, part Clyde, could 
beat any horse in the school. 

9. When an airplane lit beside the hall on sports 
day 

10, When the Visger’s drove their topless Model T 
with the kids behind in the meat house. 

11. We had measles and we had to bake the valen- 
tines before sending them to school. 

12. When every child at school had a nickname, 
everything from wall eyes, goose eggs, cave, 
donkey chin and egg nose. 

Twas married to John Rice in May 1949 and 
we farmed about 16 miles east of Red Deer near 
the school I supervised. Our four children Fay, 
Eddy, Wendy and Danny were born while we 
lived there. We moved to Armstrong, B.C. in 1965 
where we live now. In 1967 we acquired three 
foster children, Darlene, Glen, and Grace Felex 
from a nearby reserve, so now we have a family 
of seven. We also have two granddaughters. 
John works in the logging business. 





ADAMS, DOREEN AND ALBERT 

Doreen and Albert Adams and three sons, 
Vernon, Leonard and Kenny, moved into Leedale 
In about 1944 from the Faraway district where 
they had farmed and Albert had worked in the 
sawmills during the winter months. He worked 
for a time in Carl Aske’s blacksmith shop but left 
that in about a year to go to work in road con 
struction in the summer, 

While there they added a daughter, Betty 
Anne, to their family. Doreen and family 
remained in Leedale for a time but when Albert 
returned to the mills for winter work they moved 
back to the Faraway district. While there, over 
the years three more sons, Lee, Neil and Albert 
Duane, were born. 

Albert continued to work in construction in 
summer and mills in the winter until the fall of 
11950, when he started firing boilers on oil rigs. He 
passed away while on the job at Coronation in 
November of 1950. Doreen and family continued 
on living in the Faraway district. 

In 1957, she and Gordon Pike were united in 
matrimony in Red Deer. To them two more 
daughters, Holly and Janet, were born. They 
reside in the district and continue to farm and 
Gordon has been employed by Amerada 
‘Minerals Corporation of Canada Ltd. for the past 
18 years. 

Most of the family still reside in points in 
Alberta with the exception of the oldest son who 
lives at McBride, B.C. 


ALDRIDGE 

Clay Aldridge came to Alberta from Iowa, 
U.S.A. in 1906 and settled on a farm about three 
miles north of Leedale. In the fall of 1909 he 
returned to the U.S. and in November married 
Nettle Galey, who at that time was teaching 








school there. ‘They returned to the farm early in 
1910; shortly after thelr arrival Mrs. Aldridge 
was asked to teach at the Gimlet School. 

‘Their first child was born in November 1910. 

‘Mrs. Aldridge was called to fill in at various 
times whenever a full time teacher was un- 
available. 

A second child, Walter, was born in 
September, 1914. The family moved to Edmonton 
in the fall of 1928. 

Clay passed away in 1948. Mrs. Aldridge is, 
still iving and will celebrate her 96th birthday In 
July, 1977. 

‘The sons married in Edmonton where Charlie 
ies; Walter was killed in a car accident 





ARDPOD, TEAKIE 

‘Mr. Ardpod, with 11 other young men, left 
Sauta Maurla,’ Romania for Canada in 1928. 
Leaving his wife and family behind he was in 
search of the wealth offered in the New World (or 
so the ad’s said). James Lukocs was one of his 
fellow travellers as far as Canada. They did not 
meet again until about 1935 when Mr. Ardpod 
purchased the NW 8-42-4-W5, about one and one 
half miles west of Mr. Lukocs. This was a C.P.R. 
quarter and had been farmed by Lyn Wiltse and 
his hired man, Ted Pimm and later owned by 
Mr. Polynik prior to Mr. Ardpod, so had about 50 
acres broke on it. It is believed someone had 
lived on the quarter earlier, for there was a dug 
well there, but no definite information could be 
found. Alfred Straarup also farmed the land. 

Mr, Ardpod was a section man for the C.P-R. 
so did not farm the land himself, He did built a 
log house and planned to bring his family over 
but his wife died in Hungary so he did no more 
with the farm. The Depew (or Depue) family 
rented the buildings for a short time after Mr, 
Ardpod lett. 

He sold the farm to Charlle Repas, moved to 
Calgary, where he remarried and lived the rest 
of his life. 


ASKE 

Early in the year of 1937 Carl H. Aske and son, 
Clarence, came to Leedale from Millet_and 
purchased the blacksmith shop from Harry 
Farthing. They lived in the back of the shop until 
‘Mrs. Aske and the younger children joined them 
in the spring. 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl Aske and grandson, Edwin Royan, 























‘They soon bought a house that is still in 
Leedale. Many folks will remember, in the Aske 
home, the coffee pot was always on the stove and 
everyone was always welcome. 

Alter many years of hard blacksmith work 
Carl Aske retired in 1951 and they moved to 
Rimbey. 

Mrs. Aske passed away February, 1953 and 
Mr, Aske in November of 1955. 

‘Their family is as follows 

Hilda Moonen lives in Kamloops, B.C. 

Clarence and wife, Rosie, live in Flatbush, 
Alberta where he is retired. 

Johnny Aske passed away at Nojack, Alberta 
in July, 1962. 

Mabel Ervin resides at Clairmont, Alberta. 

Melvin Aske passed away in Edmonton, Oc- 
tober 1972, 

Eddy Aske and wife, Loretta, live in Rocky 
Mountain House. 

Josephine Royan resides in Rimbey. 

Hazel and Jimmy Varty live 29 miles west of 
Rimbey at Faraway. 

Vioiet and Gordon Belt reside in Red Deer. 











Clarence, Rose, Haze! and Grandia Aske, Marie Ervin, Kennie 
Envin, Violet Aske, Seth Wells, Eddie, Grandpa and Johny Aske. 


MR. AND MRS. MAURICE BEAUGRAND 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Beaugrand came to the 
Leedaie district in about 1910, homesteading on 
Open Creek. They later bought a Canadian 
Pacific Railway quarter, one and one-half miles 
west of Leedale where they resided until 1946 
when they sold to Edward Belt. Mrs. Beaugrand 
is buried in Rimbey. Maurice retired to 
Whiterock, B.C. where he lived until his passing, 

They had one son, John, who received his 
schooling at Leedale and now resides in British 
Columbia. 


JOHN BECK 

John Beck was born in Kendellville, Indiana 
on August 2nd, 1870, and as a young man he 
worked in North Dakota and Washington. He 
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came to Canada in 1905 and took a homestead 
which was the NW 14-42-4-W.5, 

He was a hard working man, a good neighbor 
and friend. He sold the farm to 0. McElroy in 
1947. He bought C. H. Aske’s house in Leedale 
and moved in 1948. 

He spent the last year with old friends and 
neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Brown and 
passed away January 12th, 1952. 





BELT GORDON LESLIE — M 68978 Lance Bom- 
sardier 

Son of Esther and Harley Belt, born April 18, 
1920. Education at Gimlet and Leedale Schools 
1926-1934. Worked on the family farm ti joining 
the Canadian Army in October 1941, serving with 
the 112 Battery, sixth Light Anti-Aircraft Regi- 
ment R.C.A, second Canadian Armed Corps, un- 
der the command of Lieutenant-general Guy 
Simmons in England, France, Belgium, Holland 
and Germany, returning to Canada to be dis- 
charged in Calgary in November 1946. 

He purchased the N ¥ 3641-4-Wsth, (former 
Terry Challand farm) ‘through the Veterans 
Land Act in April, 1946, farming there until May, 
1966 when we sold and moved to Kelowna, British 
Columbia. In June 1975 we returned to Alberta 
and now reside at 26 Piper Drive, Red Deer. 

Lmarried Violet Aske December 24, 1941, we 
have four children, Delores Hatala, Fort Smith, 
Northwest Territories; Leslie of Red Deer; Mar: 
tin of Rimbey, and Lydia Ann Cooper of Red 

eer. 


BELT, HARLEY J. 

Tlett New Hartford, Iowa, where I was born 
August 14, 1892, travelling ‘through St. Paul, 
‘Minneapolis to Winnipeg, then on to Lacombe by 
train, arriving near the end of July, 1912. This 
route was travelled by many early settlers, for 
the sooner they reached Canada, the cheaper it 
was for them to travel. Homestead rates for 
travelling by train in Canada was one cent per 
mile. Upon reaching Lacombe, I was met by my 
older brother, Verne, who lived there at the time, 
and he drove me by team and buggy, to our 
eldest brother, Burley’s homestead which was 
west of Wittenburg near the Gimlet Creek. Leav- 
ing Lacombe early in the morning, we travelled 
by road and trail, stopping at Willits, four miles 
east of Wittenburg for dinner. This was where I 
first met the Willits. Like all pioneer homes their 
house was always open for tired, hungry 
travelers. The road east from Wittenburg was 
new at this time. 

We visited a few days with Burley and his 
family, then returned to Lacombe where I 
worked for the town that summer putting in 
streets and sidewalks. 

‘That fall, having earned enough money to buy 
a team and wagon, I went to my father’s 
homestead on the Red Deer River at Haynes. 
‘There I finished breaking the land that my 
father, Isaac Ruphas Belt, had started to break 











when proving up his homestead in 1902. He never 
completed what he started, for he was murdered 
in November, 1902 by Ernest Cashell, one of the 
“most wanted” men at that time. Verne had 
thought he would take over father’s homestead 
but decided against it, and sold it the spring of 
1913. I worked on a threshing outtit at Haynes 
that fall; then returned to Wittenburg to spend 
the winter with Burley. 

Burley purchased the first threshing rig to be 
owned in the valley the fall of 1912, Upon return 
ing from Hayes 1 ran this for him threshing 
throughout the country. Bundles were put up in 
stacks and threshing Went on into winter then, 
‘The machine itself had a 10 horse engine, was 
hand fed with a straw carrier. Many a morning it 
balked at the idea of starting, especially when it 
was 40 below. Besides threshing, this engine was 
used to saw wood, and grind feed for many a 
neighbor. I recall threshing one winter as far 
north as Bargins, north of Willesden Green, west 
through Freitags, south to Salmons and Lawtons 
as well as several in the valley; Mottet's, 
Hancher’s, Challand’s and Brown’s. I returned 
to Lacombe the spring of '13 and worked there 
until haying season began. Burley and I rented 
the Everts’ quarter and taking the hay from it 
Was the first farming I did in the area for myself. 

Sundays were a day of rest and relaxation. 
Ball games and pony races were enjoyed by all, 
spectators and participants alike. There were no 
churches so all Christian teachings were taught 
at home by the parents. Neighbors often called 
for a visit on Sunday. Pienics were also en- 
joyable. They were held at various places. The 
ones that come to mind were at Bradshaw's, 
Sherman's, and on the school section. Even, if at 
no other time of year, there was always a picnic 
on July 1. We played ball, usually inviting a team 
out from Rimbey, had ‘horse races and other 
races for the kids, men and “fat” women. A 
collection was taken up and given out as prizes 
for the kids’ races. Everyone took lunch, salads, 
sandwiches, ete. and some brought their 
homemade wines and moonshine. After the hall 
was built in 1927 most of the community 
gatherings were held there or at the school. 

One evening, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Sherman, 
Manda Brodersen and I were on our way to a 
dance at Lalones and stopped on the way at Russ 
and Eva Halls, (west of the Gimlet school two 
and one-half miles), Eva's sister, Esther Mottet, 
was there that evening so we took her along to 
the dance, “being the beginning of the end” I 
took her to the next dance at Brodersen’s and 
from then on there has been no one else. We were 
married June 24, 1915, at Esther's parents home 
south of Wittenburg. Rev. C. D. MeDonald came 
from the Leafland area to perform the 
ceremony. Our witnesses were R. J. Russell 
Hall, and H. B, Belt. Guests at the wedding were: 
Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Damron, Arthur and Ned, Mr. 
and Mrs. R. J. R. Hall, Mrs. E. Withers, Mr. H. 
B, G. Withers, C. L. Withers, Fred and Nora 
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Harley and Esther Belt - June 24,1915 


Lange, Mr. and Mrs. L. B. Sherman, Mr. and 
Mrs. G. E. Johnson, Vera and Everett, Mr, and 
Mrs. H. B. Belt, Pauline and Florence, E. T., 
Bertha and Basil Bradshaw, G. R., Mabel and 





Herbert Easter, Helen Lockhart, Mrs. Ida CUf- 
ford, Miss Anna, Miss L., Beatrice and Bertha 
‘Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Best, Mrs. S. 
Cole, D. R. Finch, Mr. and Mrs. Ray VanLoan, 
John L.. Mathieson, J. M. Fallis, Marie, Mearle 
and Nellie, Mr. and Mrs. John’ Olsen, ‘Mrs. G. 
Olsen, Mrs. E. G. Gerlinger and Sadie, Rev. C. D. 
McDonald and Mr. and Mrs. E. Mottet, Lucy, 
George, and Albert. 

After a two week honeymoon to Pleasant 
Valley we settled on Burley’s south quarter, 
where I broke 30 acres with four horses and a 16- 
inch breaking plow. That fall Esther stayed with 
my sister and her family, Lena and George 
Johnston, in the Aurora District while I was 
threshing. We lived in many different places 
over the first 15 years of marriage but always in 
the Wittenburg (Leedale, after 1918) area. The 
Hank Nelson place in 1916, and Simmon’s 1917-20, 
three miles north-west; the C.P.R. quarter one 
and one-half west in '20 and the section one and 
one-half miles north in 29 and 30. In the spring of 
1931 we bought the NE 34-41-4.W5 and the NW 35- 
41-4-W5, known as the Clifford or Gee place, and 
lived there until retiring to the Lodge in Rimbey 
in 1972 

Esther and I watched a small village grow in 
those early 1900's. The post office and store were 
there when Esther came in 1906, but after came 
the creamery, school, livery stable, blacksmith 
shop, barber shop, the new store, lumber yard, 
hall, high school and much later the curling rink, 
Business flourished during the 30's and 40's, not 
only due to the many farmers in the area, but to 
the lumber mills in the west. Then during the 50's 
and 60's, with faster transportation and better 
roads another great change hit the country. The 
ery was for improvement by centralizing. The 
Calgary Power came into the country, the cry for 
gas and oil was heard, telephones were installed, 
and small country schools were closed and the 
children bussed to town. By mid 1975 the hamlet 
of (Wittenburg) Leedale was a ghost town, with 
only the hall and curling rink remaining of what 
once was a very busy little place. 

Like most farmers in the area we learned ear- 
ly that to make a “go of it” in this area one had to 
Tuna mixed farm and work hard at it. By raising 
hogs and cattle for market or trade and our own 
use, mixed grains and hay for feed, chickens for 
eggs and meat and raising a large garden to feed 
the family, we came through the early years, the 
hungry thirties and the war years of rationing, 
perhaps better than most, for we were never 
hungry or cold. Heat was provided by wood 
burning stoves. Much land was cleared of trees 
which were sawed, then split for cook stoves or 
left in blocks for the furnace. Meat was canned 
or home cured. Vegetables and wild fruits were 
home canned. The wild raspberries, 
strawberries and saskatoons were delicious by 
themselves or mixed with rhubarb. Blueberries 
were plentiful, choke cherries made wonderful 
pancake syrup and cranberries made the 
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chicken and turkey alittle better. We built an ice 
house, which was filled with blocks of ice from 
the Medicine River every spring. This kept the 
milk and cream cool, and was used as the 
refrigerator is today. Butter was made from the 
cream, and cottage cheese from the milk. 

By 1938 we managed to save enough money to 
build a new home. A two-storey with full base- 
ment for less than $2,000. The older boys logged, 
and Varty’s sawed the lumber for the house. 
Clem Baldridge was the carpenter. Some prices 
were; 475 bricks $18.90; cement 90 cents per bag; 
ten test $55.00 per 1,000; 25 Ibs. 214” coated nails 
$1.75; doors, 26” x 6'6", $3.25; windows 12” x 
24". $1.75 each. We had running water, by pump- 
ing’water into a tank situated in the attic. The 
sewer was put in when the house was built 
Water was heated in a tank beside the cook stove 
by pipes running into the lining of the fire box. 
We also had a 32 volt ight plant which supplied 
us with light. The bathroom was put in in 1943 
making it one of the first modern homes in the 
Leedale Valley. 

‘The war years were anxious times for many. 
Eaward, Dallas, and Gordon, our three older 
sons, were all in the service, only Edward and 
Gordon returning. F/O Belt D. E. 328877 570 
Sqdrn. R.A.F. R.C.A.F. Overseas was reported 
missing in action on July 28, 1944, this being con- 
firmed July 31, 1946. He is buried, with the 
members of his crew, in Orleans, France. 

We had eleven children, namely: 

Edward Harley — born April 1, 1916, took his 
schooling at the Gimlet and Leedale schools. He 
married Aima Challand and lived in the Leedale 
area until 1966 when they moved to Red Deer. 

Dallas Eugene — born December 7, 1918 — 
died July 28, 1944, took his schooling at ‘Leedale 
and remained in the area until joining the R.A.F. 
in 1941, 

Gordon Leslie — born April 18, 1920, received 
his schooling at Leedale, joined the Army in 1941, 
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and later married Violet Aske. After the war 
they farmed the Terry Challand farm until 1966 
when they moved to Kelowna, B.C. 

Floyd Chester — born September 29, 1922 — 
died November 17, 1922. 

Donna Pearl, Mrs. John Robert Unger, was 
born November 22, 1923. They reside in Edmon- 
ton. 

Francis Boyd — born July 27, 1925 — died 
January 28, 1926 of spinal meningitis. 

Doris Louise, Mrs. Edward Owen Marcum, 
was born March 18, 1927. They reside at Langley, 
BO. 

Vernon Charles — born August 25, 1928, 
received his schooling at Leedale and has 
farmed there all his life. 

Esther Fern — born January 3, 1930 — died 
January 7, 1930, She had no opening from her 
‘stomach to her intestine. 

Gladys Valentine, Mrs. Russell Cole, was 
born February 14, 1931. After living several 
years in the Lockhart area they now reside near 
Rocky Mountain House, 

Carrol Maxine, Mrs. R. Lee Mannix, was born 
December 24, 1939. They and Vernon, make their 
home on the home place. 

Tn 1965 we retired, building a small house on 
the farm, and when’ the Parkland Manor was 
opened in Rimbey in October 1972, we moved 
there. I still keep active in the drop-in-center and 
with carpenter work. 





BENGSTON, HANNAH AND ART — By T. Han- 
na 

Hannah and Art Bengston came to the 
Leedale district in the “Hungry Thirties”. They 
arrived by Model T truck from Frontier, Sask. in 
the late fall of 1934, 

‘They settled on the SW 23-42-4-W5, which was 
two and one-half miles north of Leedale. 

At that time they had three boys and five 
girls. Another girl was born in Alberta, 

Norma married Bill Bunch of Rimbey, 
‘Thelma married Alex Murray of Marwayne, 
Virginia. married Ernie Scanlon of Dawson 
Creek, B.C., Freddie married Kay Griener of 
Rimbey, Ruby married Lee Farrel of Rimbey, 
Stanley ‘married Edith Jensen of Taber, Cody 
married Kay Brown of Rimbey, Eleanor 
married John Komenoski and Sylvia married 
Ron Stewart of Red Deer. 

Mr. Bengston sold the farm to Allan Sieling 
and the family moved Into Rimbey. 

Art passed away in 1966 and his wife, Hannah 
still lives in Rimbey. 





BINYON, PAUL 
‘Mr, Paul Binyon and his daughter, Phyllis, 
boarded with the Robert Gillespies in about 1938, 
Mr. Binyon was a carpenter, who helped Harley 
Belt some with the building of his house, and 
Phyllis was the school teacher that year. 





BISHOP 

Mr. Bishop came to Leedale in the 1930's. He 
operated a barber shop and was also a 
Chiropractor. He later moved his family to the 
NW 32-414 W5, presently owned by Zoley Gar. 
nick. While living here he operated a saw mill in 
the Faraway district. 

‘There were five children, Hazel, Ivy, 
Lawrence, Henry and Virgina. From here they 
moved to’ British Columbla where Henry was 
killed in a saw mill accident, 

Harold Heringer bought the farm from Mr. 
Bishop and John Jones pastured cattle on it for 
several years. Zoley Garnick purchased it from 
Harold Heringer about 1970. 


BOBCHUK, NICK 

In January of 1939 I came to Leedale and 
stayed with my sister and brother-in-law, Peter 
and Lillian Chibri. In the spring I went to work 
for Alex Skoreiko for two months. I then went to 
fight fires in the Sundre area, where I was when 
the war broke out. After that I moved back to the 
Leedale area and worked for Henry Chabot for 
$15, a month hauling wood and tamarack posts to 
the school. 

In the summer of 1940 I went to work for Herb 
Varty at the mill. Fire broke out and Bill Varty, 
myself and a few others were the last ones to 
drive away as fire engulfed the mill site. 

‘That winter I worked for Henry Chabot, again, 
filling the school wood contract. 

‘The next fall I worked for Scotty Houston 
stooking and threshing for elght cents a pound of 
twine (approximately $3.84 a day). made $152. 
that fall. When the fall work was over I went to 
Edmonton, joined the Air Force and went 
overseas. 

After the war, I farmed in the Lavesta area for 
‘a number of years and am presently living in Ed- 
monton. 


BREWER, REV. CYRIL AND ANNA 

Cyril Brewer was born March 8, 1907. His 
parents Guy and Myrta Brewer lived in the 
Elkorn district on Grandpa Brewer's farm at 
that time. 

Cyril married the former Anna Gusek, who 
was the daughter of Micheal and Regine Gusek. 
She was born in Baucham, Germany and came 
to Canada at the age of seven years. Her father 
came to Canada in 1907, her two sisters Mary, 
and Augusta (Sumlak) in August 1910. Her 
mother, Regine, and the other children arrived 
in November 1910. They were Anna (Brewer), 
Emma (Krossa), Bertha (Jones) and a son 
William, Carl and Gus were born in Round Hill. 

In September 1931, Cyril and Anna came to 
the Leedale district to serve as minister at the 
Free Methodist Church, the services being held 
in the Leedale school. Rev. Richard Shoupe, 
Rev. Andrew Sharp and Rev. J. J. Walker had 
held the position previously. In July 1932 Cyril 
was ordained and later that year their oldest son 
Arnold was born, 







































‘Anna and Cyril Brewer with Arpold and Evart, moving a milk 
‘ow from Ponoka to Leeda = 1934 


In 1934 Evart was born and in 1935 the family 
moved to Bashaw where their daughter Regine 
was born in 1936. Cyril was a very good 
carpenter so besides his ministerial work he was 
busy carpentering or helping someone with thelr 
farming. 

In the years that followed Rev. Louis Freitag, 
Rev. Wm. Carmicheal, Rev. J. J. Walker, Rev. 
Conrad Kaiser and Rev. Clarence Lyons served 
the church as ministers. Then in 1946 Rev. and 
Anna Brewer and family returned to Leedale. In 
1950, after a second four year ministerial term, 
the family moved to Oregon and Rev. Bert 
Larwill replaced Rev. Brewer. He was the last 
minister to serve the Free Methodist Church at 
Leedale. 

The children took their schooling in Oregon 
and following graduation trom high school Ar- 
nold and Evart returned to Canada and shortly 
afterward in 1954, Rev. and Mrs. Brewer and 
Regine returned to Lacombe but-due to Mrs. 
Brewer's ill health they moved back to Port 
‘Angeles, Washington in 1965, where they still 
reside. 

Amold accepted a job with Edmonton City 
‘Telephone Co. on his return to Canada and has 
worked there ever since. He and hiis wife Deloris 
have four children: Darei Ann who is married to 
John Lee of the city, Ronald, Dale and Corrine at 
home. 

Evart and his wife Doreen also have four 
children: Gregory who graduated from 
school this year, Brian, Linda, and Elaine at 
home. Evart worked for Haliburton Oll Co. for 20 
years, then worked for an off shore drilling com. 
any in Nova Scotia for a time. On his return, he 
accepted a teaching position at Edmonton in a 
government school where he teaches heavy duty 
mechanic courses. 

Regine married Philmore Smith, a farmer at 
Eyebrow, Sask. They have three boys: Richard, 
Kelly and Darren. Although Phil still works at 
the farm part time, they now live in Eyebrow 
where they recently built a new home. 








PAUL BRODERSEN — by Mrs. Bruce (Anna) 
Thirsk 

Paul Brodersen came to Canada from the 
United States. He was the sort of man who could 
turn his hand to many things: farmer, 
storekeeper, blacksmith, carpenter and he had 










learned the printing business. He and his wife, 
Bertha were married in Lincoln, Nebraska 
where he had his printing shop. Times grew bad 
so they took up a farm out in Kansas and lived 
there for eight years. Paul was a pioneer and 
decided Canada'was a new country so he would 
go north. 

In 1904 he homesteaded 42 miles northwest of 
Lacombe, beside the Medicine River where he 
named his home Wittenburg after his childhood 
home in north Germany, just 30 miles south of 
the Danish border near the small town of 
Brdestedt in the province of Schleswig Holstein, 

Two children, William and Amanda were 
born in Nebraska, a third child, Anna, was born 
in Lacombe, the first baby tobe delivered by 
young Dr. Hynes. 

A large dining and living room were built onto 
the existing early three-room home with a 
bedroom and dance hall above. The dining room 
became a store and post office. His wife, Bertha, 
was postmistress for elght years. 








Bil Brodersen and? 7 with eam of mule 














Paul drove to Bentley, 25 miles, twice a week, 
to deliver mail and bring mail back along with 
groceries, hardware, ete. Saturday night was a 
big night, people of the community came to get 
their mail and buy groceries. Small Anna left to 
her own devices, liked looking at the funnies, fell 
asleep on the mail bags. 

‘The hall above was used for community 
dances, usually Saturday nights, Bing Englebrit- 
son played the violin. 

Later Bill Brodersen drove the wagon or 
sleigh to Bentley for the mail and groceries. 
Many times it was necessary to go to Lacombe 
for things needed. It was very cold in winter. 
Foot warmers were a necessity on those long 
trips, 

Paul was a good blacksmith, horses had to be 
shod, runners made for sleighs, ete. etc. He and 
son Bill, ran a herd of cattle and later bullt up a 
registered herd of Herefords. 

Bertha Brodersen and daughter, Amanda 
cooked many meals for people who’ came out 
looking for land and who often stayed overnight. 
Paul drove them around the country looking for 
land to file claims on. He also served as a com- 
missioner and signed documents for people. 


PAUL BRODERSEN — by Amanda 8. 
MacKenzie-Paddison (nee Brodersen) 

‘My father, Paul Brodersen, was born in Den- 
mark and my mother, Bertha Klement, was born 
in Austria, Hungary. They were married in Lin- 
coin, Nebraska, U.S.A., April 27, 1893 and from 
this union three children were born. My brother, 
William (Bill) and I were born in Lincoln, 
Nebraska and my sister, Anna Christine, was 
born in Lacombe, Alberta. 

‘My father was a printer and Clerk of the 
Court in Lincoln, From there the four of us 
moved to Jennings, Kansas, where father 
farmed and mother set type for sale bills and 
wedding invitations on thelr printing press. 
From Kansas the four of us came to Lacombe in 
1903, Father came by rail with settlers’ effects 
and mother, brother Bill and I came by train 
later. We lived on a rented farm near Lacombe 
for one year while we children attended the 
Milton School. My father helped Mr. Butterfield 
and Mr. Skinner to set up The Lacombe Globe, 
which is an interesting newspaper today. From 
Lacombe we moved to Medicine Valley where 
father took up a homestead (NW 2-42-4-W5) and 
also purchased the following C.P.R. land (NW 1- 
42-4.W5) and (NE 3-42-4-W5). Father built our 
home near the Medicine Valley River on NW 2 
where he farmed and raised Purebred Hereford 
cattle. He also started the first post office and 
store In 1907, mother was his assistant post mis- 
tress and clerk, and named the farm, post office 
and store ““Wittenburg”’ after father’s ancestral 
home in Denmark. In 1918 the name Wittenburg. 
was changed to Leedale. However, down through 
the years I still visit my old home, the house is 
stil! standing as well as some of the other 





buildings. All the above land has been sold to the 
‘Tkacik Brothers. And the name “Wittenburg’” 
(in prominent letters) is on a signpost as you 
enter thelr yard. There is always a friendly 
welcome when my sister and I visit the Tkacik 
families. 

My father passed away June 19, 1929 and 
mother on December 1, 1959. My brother, Bill 
farmed and raised purebred Hereford cattle on 
the NE 25-41-3-W3, Bill sold the farm and moved 
to Rimbey in 1957. He passed away February 23, 
1970 at the age of 76 years. His wife Florence 
lives in a convalescent home in Winfield, Alta. 
‘My sister, Mrs. Bruce (Anna) Thirsk of Surrey, 
B.C. and myself are the only survivors left. 


BROWN, OSCAR AND BERTHA, SE 14-42-4-W5 

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Brown moved to the 
Leedale community in April 1933. They bought 
the SE 14-42-4-W5 from Jimmy Jackson, 

‘Oscar Brown was in the Rimbey area for the 
first time when he was 12 years old. He came 
with his father Andrew J. Brown from North 
Dakota in the summer of 1900 and lived near the 
Forshee area. His father left him alone there and 
‘went back to North Dakota to bring the rest of 
the family. Oscar was alone for two months, hav- 
ing his dog for company, baking his own bread, 
salching Han suing parioges and rapblis to 
at in his father’s absence. He recalled ha 
horse rancher, Mr. Reed, for a nelghbor. Mr. 
Reed rode over to visit him about twice a week, 
perhaps to keep an eye on him. When the family 
‘came, they stayed about two months and then ail 
returned to North Dakota because Mrs. Brown 
Sr. didn’t like the bush country. 

Mrs. and Mr. Oscar Brown had three 
daughters: Floy (Mrs. Glenn Challand) of 
Rimbey, Beatrice (Mrs. Orris Challand) of 
Rocky Mountain House, and Marjorie (Mrs. 
Leroy Johnston) also of Rocky Mountain House. 

Thelr belongings were shipped by train to 
Rimbey and moved out to the farm with four 
head of horses on a wagon. Mrs. Brown and Floy 
herded the three milk cows on foot. 

Mr. Brown broke 30 acres of land the first 
year with horses. The first three years they lived 
fat Leedale they were either hailed out or got 
froze out, This made for a real hardship on top of 
just moving to the new community. 

Oscar returned to Pincher Creek area each 
year for the first few years to thresh. Mrs. Brown 
and the girls ran the farm while he was away. 

‘The money he made there would help with the 
operating expenses for the following year. 

Mrs. Brown’s hobbies for the years were 
milking cows, raising foxes and turkeys, 

The Brown's were active in the Free 
‘Methodist Church. Mrs. Brown was the Sunday 
School Superintendent for a number of years. 
Many of the former children who attended Sun- 
day school still recall the great times they had at 
the Easter parties Mrs. Brown would have for 
them. 

















In 1949-1950 they built a new house and in 1963, 
they sold the farm to Mr. and Mrs. Art Frayn and 
moved to Rocky Mountain House. During this 
time Mr. Brown became involved with the great 
sport of curling and curled in many bonspiels in 
Leedale and Rocky Mountain House. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary in February 1963 





In October of 1972 they moved to the Parkland 
‘Manor in Rimbey where they lived until their 
Passing. Mr. Brown passed away in October 1973, 
and Mrs. Brown in December 1975. 


MR. AND MRS. JOHN S. BRUN, NE 15-42-4-W5 
— by T. Hanna 

‘My parents came to Canada from Christiania 
(now Oslo), Norway in the later 1880's. My dad 
came first to Minnesota and later my mother and 
five children came across by sailing ship. They 
eft Minnesota and settled about 50 miles north of 
Regina at Govan. Saskatchewan, where the last 
four children were born. When I was five years 
old (in 1915) we moved to southern 
‘Saskatchewan just one-half mile from the Mon- 
tana border, a nice but barren land, covered with 
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to R: Tile Krogstad, Verona Stewart, Helen Lapeare, Hannah 
Bengston. Siting: Me. and Mrs, John Brun and dos *Spoct™. 





bleached butfalo bones, lots of antelope and 
luscious green grass, (no drought then). 

During the “hungry thirties’” my parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Brun, my brother Floyd and niece, 
Virginia Bengston came to the Mount View dis: 
trict from Frontier, Saskatchewan. They came 
ina Model A Ford to this beautiful country which 
seemed like a paradise after leaving the “dust 
dunes” in Saskatchewan. 

‘They got an acreage 13 miles west of Rimbey 
by the bridge crossing the Medicine River. 

Dad built a log house and blacksmith shop 
there, but they lived there for one year. They 
then purchased the Lou Eaton place (NE 15-42. 
W5) which was two and one-half miles north of 
Leedale. 

‘They moved the log buildings and settled 








Mr. John Brun’s our mil. He brought the grinding rocks, one 
feom Montana and the other from Saskatchewan, 





down to farm in 1935. He did blacksmith work for 
the surrounding district for a number of years. 

While he lived there he had a flour mill which 
he made out of two huge rocks. One rock he got in 
‘Montana and the other one on the Saskatchewan 
side. The rocks were about three feet across and 
one and a half feet thick, with a six inch hole in 
the centre. I always held the chisel for dad while 
he was carving them out. It was a long tedious 
and vibrating job I must say. 

One rock was put on top of the other. The mill, 
was powered by a Model T Ford engine and as 
the top rock spun around the wheat was ground 
into flour, fine or coarse, whichever one desired. 

When my parents came to Alberta they had to 
leave the rocks In Saskatchewan, but Russel 
Stewart and my brother, Floyd, went back with a 
half ton truck to bring them up. It was such an 
immense weight for the narrow tires, that the 
tires kept popping like popcorn, so they unloaded 
one rock on the other side of Calgary and made 
the rest of the way O.K. Later Russel and Verona 
went down and brought the other rock home. The 
mill Is now in Stan Reynolds’ Museum in 
Wetaskiwin, Alberta. 

‘Dad made his own roof shakes by hand. He 
was also a great woodsman and fisherman and 
slashed out many roads (still used) in British 
Columbia in the 1920's. Dad died in 1941, age 78 
years, with many of his hobbies unfinished. My 
parents were very hospitable people and always 
had a house full of company. 

‘My mother and brother sold the farm to 
Cleland Price and moved into Rimbey. My 
mother died in 1956 at the age of 88 years, still 
humorous and contented. 

We miss them both very much. 


BUCKNELL, TOM 
Tom Bucknell moved onto the “Lee” place, 
coming from Lockhart about 1934. That winter 
his house burned and he died from burns 
received in that fire. Pete Fraser noticed the 
house was burning and went to investigate. He 
carried Tom the one-half mile to his home. The 
weather and bad roads prevented Pete from tak- 
ing him to the hospital for about a week. Lucy 
Robinson cared for Tom as best she could during 
that time, but the burns were so bad he lived only 
about another week after reaching hospital, 





BURNS, WADE AND SUE 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Burns bought the SE 23-42-4-W5 
from Cody Bengston and moved to the district 
with their son Eddie and daughter Shannon in 
December 1974 from Louis Creek, B.C. 

Besides his farming duties Wade works at 
Parkland Motors, Chev Olds dealer in Rimbey as 
parts man and mechanic. He is interested in all 
sports and enjoys the position of pitcher in the 
Rimbey baseball team. 

‘Sue works at the Rimbey Livestock auction on 
sale days and is a licensed AI Technican and 
bonded Livestock Dealer. 
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Eddie and Shannon attend the Rimbey school. 
Eddie plays hockey and is very interested in 
hunting and trapping. Shannon is enjoying 
skating lessons this year. 


CLAUDE AND LILLIE CHALLAND NEY, 242- 

‘The Challand brothers; Terry, Clarence, 
Merton and Claude, came from Towa to Canada 
in 1905. 

‘They arrived at Lacombe and remained in 
that area for two years before venturing to the 
Leedale area, known then as Wittenburg. They 
all took homesteads. 

Terry, who was married to the former Lou 
Archer in Towa, homesteaded the NE 36-41-4.W5 
in 1907. They had no children of their own, but 
later helped raise Thelma and Gilbert, children 
of Clarence Challand. Aunt Lou died in 1945. 
‘Terry sold then, and moved to Rimbe: 

Clarence homesteaded the NW 32- 
1907. He built a log house there in 1906, and later 
married Florence Norris of Baltimore, 
‘Maryland in 1909. Clarence lived there for 40 
years when his son, Gilbert, took over the farm. 
It was later sold to Orris Challand in 1948. 

‘Merton Challand homesteaded the SE 242-4 
‘Wath in 1907, the quarter on which the Leedale 
store was later located. He lived there about 
three years before moving to Bentley. 

Claude Challand homesteaded the NE 2.42-4- 
WS also in 1907. In 1908 he married Lillie Shoupe. 
To this union were born five children; Yola, 
Lela, Orris, Glenn, and Alma. Yola married Alva 
Hancher, farmed for several years south east of 
Leedale,’ and now resides at Vernon, B.C. Lela 
married John Scott of Calgary. Orris married 
Beatrice Brown of Leedale, and farmed a few 
years east of the store before moving to Rocky 
Mountain House. Glenn married Beatrice’s 
sister, Floy, and they farmed south and west of 
Leedale before moving to a farm south of 











Claude and Lilie Challand, taken on ther 6hth Wedding 
Anniversary ~ 1915 














Rimbey. Alma married Edward Belt also of 
Leedale. They also farmed west of the store 
before moving to Red Deer. 

Claude and Lillie drove by team and wagon 
for three summers to Bassano-Brooks area from 
1910 to 1913 to work at road building with horses 
and scrapers. They hauled building material 
from Lacombe by team and wagon to build their 
first good house in 1918. They recall many hard 
times, doing roadwork to help pay land taxes 
etc., raising hogs and horses, and milking cows 
to make a living. They farmed, adding land to 
their original until 1965 when they sold the farm 
to Russel Stewart and moved to Rimbey where 
they still reside, 





CHIBRI, PETER AND LILLIAN 

We moved to Leedale from Neilburg, 
Saskatchewan on October 17, 1938. We arrived by 
freight train bringing two cows, two calves, four 
horses and some machinery. We purchased a 
farm from Mr. Cutler, which was known as the 
old La Belle place. Before we could move into 
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Terry Challand - Terry Challand passed away on 
November 21, 197, at the age of 104 years. A 
popular long-time resident of the Rimbey town and 
district Mr. Challand enjoyed life to the fll. 

He was born in Iowa, the oldest of a family of 
seven, on February 3, 1873 and came to Canada in 
1905, to the Lacombe district. He returned to the 
USA in 1907 and returned with his bride Loucinda 
Archer. They proved up a homestead in the Leedale 
area, southwest of Rimbey where he farmed until 
1950 when he moved to Rimbey. He kept an interest 
in farming and even helped with some of the work on 
the farm in his 95th year. 

He entered the Rimbey Auxiliary Hospital in 
1969 where he resided until his death. Funeral 
services were held on Thursdav. November 24. 


our house, Ernest Lee had to first remove the 
grain that was stored there. Therefore, for two 
weeks we stayed with Pete's sister and brother- 
in-law, Alex and Mary Skorelko. 

‘That fall we started digging our water well by 
hand. The last 10 feet we hit solld sandstone rock 
and used dynamite, hammer and chisel and 
finally struct water at 35 feet. Our crop the next 
year froze and we threshed with sleighs. Being 
from Saskatchewan we brought Thatcher seed 
wheat, but that was the first and last time, as we 
found out Leedale didn’t compare with 








Saskatchewan. Our first baby, Edward, was 
born on March 22, 1940 at the Rimbey Hospital 
which is, now, a Nursing Home. 

That same’ year Pete’s brother-inlaw and 
sister, Nick and Helen Sulak from Edson, 
purchased Palahnulk place. In the fall of 1941 we 
had a sale to raise enough funds to make a down 
payment on the land we purchased northeast of 
Rimbey. We rented Sulak place for a year then 
moved to our new home on April Fooi’s Day of 
1943. There was so much snow that there were 
deep banks on each side of the road. As we 
turned the corner to make the last half-mile 
home, the horses and sleigh kept on going and 
the rack with our belongings was left hanging on 
the snowbank. 

On February 22, 1944 our second baby, Dean- 
na, was born. 





(Chibri family. Deanna, Peter, Lilian and Edward. 





We are semi-retired living on the same farm 
north-east of Rimbey. Edward married Mildred 
Jensen, have two children and is Bank Manager 
of the Treasury Branch in Castor, Alberta, Dean- 
na, married to Charles Montalbetti have two 
children and are living in Edmonton, 


CHINU 

Mr. Chinu, a bachelor, came trom France, 
first to the Aurora district, then bought a raw 
Canadian Pacific Railway quarter, NE 3341-4, 
W5, about 1919. He sold to A. E. Westlake about 
1921 and returned to France, 


HAROLD CUMBERLAND, NW 23-42-5-W5 

Harold Cumberland was born in 1890, in the 
Wallace Township, Perth County, near Listowel, 
Ontario to Wellington and Hester Cumberland. 
He moved to Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, in 
1901. 

Hie convinced his parents to sell and move 
west in 1911 and he moved on to Saskatchewan in 
191, 

He married Mae Greer in 1913, in Moose Jaw, 
then brought his bride west to the homestead his 
father had filed on for him, NW 23-42-5-W5. 
However, because of its remoteness and his 

















love for the prairies, Harold and Mae stayed only 
until 1916, and returned to the Tunford farm. 
He kept up the taxes on the homestead until 
the “<airty thirties”. 
‘They raised nine children. Harold died in 
Rimbey in 1972. He was predeceased by his wife 
in 1967 





1L-to R. Manley, Florence and Harold Cumberland 


JAMES D. CUMBERLAND — by Hildred 
(Cumberland) Parker 

‘My father, James D. Cumberland, came west 
from Listowel, Ontario in Mareh, 1912. He had 
bought the S.W. 36-41-4-W.5 from a Mr. Dahl, in 
the Medicine Valley — Post Office, “Witten: 
burg” store and dance hall operated by Mr. 
Brodersen. 

Dad and my elder half brother, Elwyn 
(Casey) had moved out in February, 1912 with 
furniture and some farm implements. Mother 
and we three younger children, Hildred, Nelson 
and Arthur, came a month later. Dad met us in 
Lacombe with a wagon, spent the night at 
Bentley at a Stopping House and spent the next 
day getting to Wittenburg. Turned west at about 
the present hamlet of Forshee. There was really 
no road — moved trees out of our trail and forded 
creeks. 

Dad had moved west for health reasons. He 
had been plagued with boils while in the east. His 
doctor advised him that a change in climate 
might be beneficial. It did! Then there were the 
dreams; one being that the railroad had sur- 
veyed through the valley. 


A sister was added with the birth of Alberta, 
‘There was the Wittenburg school where Trode 
my Indian saddle pony to in the summer months. 
Sometimes there would not be a teacher and I 
would attend Gimlet or Benjamin Schools. 

Dad’s first quarter was very good soil and not 
as low as surrounding ones. Recall him throwing 
his hat out in the grain fields, ifit came to rest on 
top of the oats — good crop. 

Grain and cattle were moved to Kootuk. It 
was a great day for me when dad or my half 
brother would take me along. Then I had a 
chance to feast my eyes on goodies in Sestrap’s 
store in Eckville. Cattle were driven in a herd by 
cowboys to be loaded on cars at Kootuk. 

In 1919 dad enlarged his land holdings and 
also bought the first car in the valley, a new 
Model T. We had a car that would last the rest of 
our lives! Corduroy roads were being laid, 
otherwise the Model T could not get very far. 
Many a time horses, wagon, and saddle — horses 
would sink into the mire almost out of sight. 

‘My parents lived at Leedale until dad’s pass- 
ing August 24, 1938. Mother then sold the farm to 
John Archer in 1939. She passed away November 
12th, 1969, 

‘My parents were buried in Bradshaw 
cemetery but when the Hutterites took over the 
valley the family had the bodies moved to Red 
Deer. 

Surviving are three children, Hildred Parker, 
Nelson Cumberland, and Alberta Baird. 


MANLEY AND NITA CUMBERLAND SW 12-43- 
5, 

‘Manley was born in 1891, near Listowel, On- 
tario and moved west with his family, the Welly 
Cumberlands in 1911. 





In 1928, he married the former Nita 
Nicholson, who was born in Dobbington, Ontario, 
in 1896 and came west with her ‘parents, 
Reverend and Mrs. Sam Nicholson. They 
homesteaded in the Spruceville area in 1901, Nita 
went to the Camrose Normal School and taught 
school at Morningside, Spruceville, Chapel and 
Athabaska, She was clerking at ‘the Nu-Way 
store in Rimbey when she met Manley 

Manley and his father operated the dray in 
Rimbey for many years, but the coming of the 
“Dench” truck made draying an unprofitable 
business, so Manley, Nita and small son Harley 
moved back to the family farm in 1934. These 
were the hungry thirties and things were tough. 
‘The land which had been rented before that to 
the Visgers was the SW 24-42-4.W5 and the SW 12. 

‘Nita played the piano at church and was one 
of the very few women who could drive a car. 
Her neighbor Mrs. Brown could also drive and 
they quite often drove into Rimbey to shop in the 
summer. The roads were nothing like they are 
now, but were two black tracks, a pair of ruts, 
and lots of mudholes. In winter they were almost 
impassable, as the roads were seldom ploughed 
fee of snow in those days. 

Olaf Norem did threshing in the valley, and 
other neighbors were Mr. and Mrs. Kruger, who 
lived on the quarter north; Cyril Brewer, Oliver 
Jacobs, Harry Robb, Jack Brandon and Lester 
Johnson. 

After 10 years on the farm the land was sold to 
Mr. and Mrs. Frowd, and in 1944, Manley, Nita 
and Harley moved to a farm one mile west of 
Gull Lake, where Harley still resides. Manley 
passed away on March 16, 1964 and Nita on May 
1, 1973. 








WELLINGTON AND HESTER CUMBERLAND, 
SW 24-42-4-W5, 1911 — by Muriel Stevens 

Wellington Harris Cumberland was born in 
Listowel, Ontarlo, March 18, 1863 and died in 
Rimbey, Alberta in 1954 at the age of 91 years. 
His father, Joseph Cumberland had arrived in 
Listowel from Tyronne County, Ireland, in 1884 
when he was eight years of age. It was here that 
his mother Rebecca Chamney was born in 1839. 

Wellington married Hester Anne Grothier of 
Listowel in 1887. They had three children, 
Harold, Manley and Florence. 

In 1911, Welly Cumberland and his family left 
their 12 room red brick house on the town line in 
Listowel to make the trek west, because thelr son 
Harold had decided the west was the only place 
tobe. 

Wellington took the advice of an old friend, 
Mr. Falls, to buy land on the rail line which was 
torun near his homestead, the SW 24-42-4.W5 and 
through his farm which was the SW 12.42.4.W5. 

In 1910, the surveyor stakes were in evidence 
to prove its certainty. The land was flat and clear 
as a fire had swept through this area some years 
previously. However, the rail line did not 
materialize. 











Wellington and Hester Cumberland and Mes. Lush 


Snow and frost plagued the Wittenburg valley 
and crops were very poor. In 1914, when the war 
broke out, Florence, thelr daughter remembered 
canning wild fruit without sugar, of shooting par- 
trldge and prairie chicken with her pear handled 
22 pistols, in order to supply meat for the table. 

Tt was’ not uncommon to ride the range in 
search of their cattle. She also recounted how, at 
a dance at the Paul Broderson farm, a bullet 
sped up from the room below, luckily hitting no 
one. 

‘Their two-roomed log house seemed a far cry 
from the lovely big home in the east. However, 
this home was the scene of many good times. It 
was here the ministers often stayed when they 
drove out from Rimbey to conduct services as 
Welly and Hester were very active In church 
work. 

In 1920, Florence married Robert Watts of 
Rimbey, where she resided until her death in 
1963, 

In 1923, Welly, Hester and son Manley moved 
to Rimbey where the menfolk operated the dray 
between the station and the town. In those days 
they used to use horses and always prided 
themselves on the shining harness, the big 
Scotch collars and the sleek, groomed teams. 

In 1938, Mr. and Mrs. Cumberland celebrated 
their 50th anniversary with a host of friends and 
relatives. 


DAHL, LINDIS 

Lindis Dahl, son of Ernest F. Dahl, of the 
Gimlet district, served in W.W. I, then purchased 
the SW 11-424-W5, the quarter the Leedale 
Public School was located on. 

He married Lenore Baird of the Gimlet district 
and they had one son. The boy was about 12 years 
old when he and his mother moved to United 
States. 

Lindis stayed and later married Evelin 
Wegreen. They sold and moved to British Colum- 
bia in the late 1920's. 

Lindis had two sisters, Delia and Mrs. Ora 
Archer. 

‘After Lindis died Evelin married Cliff Ander- 
son and presently lives at Canby, Oregon. 








DEFILLIPPI, DOMINIQUE 

Mr. and Mrs. Defillipp! was the original 
owners of the SE 23-42-4-W5. They also bought 
the NE 23-42-3-W5 and the NE of 14 formerly 
owned by C. D. Aldridge in about 1930. 

Having lived in Edmonton, the farm did not 
appeal to Mrs. Defillippi so she never moved to 
the farm, but did come occassional for weekends 
with their two sons Philip and Raymond, 

‘The boys usually spent the summer holidays 
on the farm with thelr dad, when there was much 
work to be done. Dominique did a lot of breaking 
and brushing while he was there and always kept 
a hired man to work and do the cooking. 

Alec Jarbeau, Tommy Fuyarchuk, and 
Chanile Sorenson were some who workéd for 

In 1941 he sold the land to Harold and Grace 
Mason who also came from Edmonton and 
Defillippi went to the city. 

After farming for many years Masons moved 
into Rimbey and the land was rented to Soren 
Hansen, Cliff Budd, and Dale Hatala and then 
sold to Cody Bengston who in turn sold it to Wade 
Burns the present owner. 


DYAR, MR. AND MRS. 

Mr.’ and Mrs. Dyar homesteaded the NW 24- 
42-4-W5, one half mile east, four miles north of 
Wittenburg in about 1909. It'is believed his name 
was John (Jack). 

Mrs. Dyar had an article published in Rod 
and Gun in Canada in April, 1910. 

It is not known how many children they had 
but their son, Edward Thomas (Bunny) was very 
fl one fall (about 1914) with pneumonia and 
before over It, had an appendicitis attack. He 
was under the care of Drs, from Lacombe and 
was nursed by Mrs. Harriet Baum Johnsman 
several weeks before regaining his health. It is 
believed Esther Mottet (Belt) worked for Mr. 
and Mrs. Dyar at this same time. 

‘The Dyars moved from the district about 
1915. 


EASTBURN 

‘Santford Walker Eastburn came with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Eastburn, from 
‘Treuton, Towa, to homestead the north half of 10- 
42-4.W5 in 1905, He was councillor for Local Im- 
provement District number 431 in 1914 and 
Reeve in 1918. Walker married a Lampman girl 
and they had two or three girls and a son when 
they sold to Peter Mullbeck and O. B. Moore in 
about 1919. 

This land is now owned by Ralph Armstrong. 








FAREWELL FOR MR. AND MRS. L. A. EATON 
.B. 15-42-4-W.5 — taken from Pierson scrap 
book 
Mr. and Mrs. Lou A. Eaton and son, who have 
been residents of the Leedale district for a 
number of years, left today (Thursday) for 
‘Muskegon, Michigan where they intend to make 
thelr home. Mr. Eaton's auction sale on Monday 





















was a great success and he was well satisfied 
with the result. Mr. Eaton will go on raising 
onions and has acquired a ten acre plot for that 
purpose. He specialized In onions before coming 
to Alberta and thinks there Is real money in the 
business, and his friends here hope his expec. 
tations will be realized. 

Note: Mrs. L. (Margaret) Eaton was one of 
the early teachers at the Leedale School, 1921 
She was also the first president of the Leedale 
Women’s Institute. 





ERVIN, SAMUEL AND MABEL 

In March 1933, just married a few months 
over a year, we put a hayrack, all enclosed for a 
living caboose, on a set of sieighs. With all our 
worldly possessions, including two canary birds, 
two cats, and a little dog, we left Leduc, travel” 
Ung south and west to our destination, Leedale. 
By making it to the country school yards for 
night camping, we were provided with shelter in 
the school barns for our horses and were able to 
get water for our use. 

It was cold, and the snow was deep, different 
times we would have to jump out and hang onto 
one side of our caboose to keep it from tipping 
over to get over the deep snow drifts. With a 
small air tight heater and little cook stove, we 
were warm and snug inside. Our last night we 
camped in Leedale Hall yard, next day ending 
our trek west and two miles south, on the farm 
later known as Tom Mason's farm, 

With the help of my dad, Grandpa Aske, and 
Sam's brothers, we shovelled off the snow and 
started our mansion, which consisted of one 
room, serving as kitchen, dining room, bedroom, 
ete, Inside was finished by hanging newspapers, 
and white washed with a white powder substance 
from out west in the muskeg. By mixing this 
powder with water or milk and adding a bit of 
dye it made a beautiful finish, Our house was 
ready to move into, and just to think this was our 
first home and our very own. How happy we 
were! By this time it was time for a few acres of 
crop and garden. We were then joined by a very 
good friend of ours, no other than Seth Wells . 
Needless to say he was a very welcome guest, 
spending time with us off and on until his pass- 
ing. 

‘In February the stork spotted our happy little 
abode and dropped off a 1934 model baby girl, 
featuring: free squealing, economical feeding, 
streamlined body, water cooled exhaust and 
changeable seat covers. By this time we were 
sort of growing out of our wee house, so we 
moved a bit further west, to help an old gent, Mr. 
Cox. We also bettered our housing and had out 
buildings too. This place is now owned by Dot 
Carroll. 

What with farming, milking cows, raising 
chickens, etc., time passed on. Sam hauled out 
posts of tamarack from the swamps, leaving just 
before daylight in the winter time and getting 





back long after dark, with only a frozen 
sandwich for lunch, 

In August we received another stork visit, a 
1936 model, a little boy, much to our pleasure, 
and again in November 1938, the same make as 
the first one. By this time we decided, being as 
there was no trade in on the older models, we 
would have to move so Mr. Stork couldn’t find us, 
We moved out to Mr, McTighe’s lumber mill in 
the fall of 1940. In the spring of 1941, we lost all 
our belongings, including our miik cow, dog, cat, 
ete., in a forest fire, so we moved back into the 
Leedale district to try farming again. In 

jeptember 1941 our lives were saddened by God 
calling our little Kenneth home. 
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Samuel, Mabel, Mare and Eleanor Ervin - 1941 


We finally ended up buying the farm one mile 
east of Leedale, which was known as the 
Baldridge farm. The winters once again found us 
in the lumber camps, owned by John Jones and 
run by our good friend, Henry Thachuk. I cooked 
in the cook house and’Sam hauled logs with his 
team of blacks. We always moved back to the 
farm In the spring. 

In March 1950, we had a little helper arrive, 
Dwayne, bed roll and all, a very welcome addi. 
tion to our little circle. 

Later we stayed on the farm. In 1967, Sam 
went to join wee Kenneth. Thus closes our 
chapter, as things didn’t seem to have much 
meaning after this. 

‘Looking back at so many happy memories 
and our sad ones, our many wonderful relatives, 
friends, and neighbors, I still have many things 
to thank God for and Leedale will always be 
home. 





EVERT, JAMES AND LAVINE 

‘James Evert was born in Ontario in 1861, his 
wife, Lavine Jarbo was also born in Ontario, in 
1867, They were married in the year 1884, and 
shortly after they moved to Forest River, North 
Dakota, where they farmed for some years. At 
this location there were five children born to this 
family, namely; Earnest, Effie, Mabel, David 
and Myrtle. 

In 1903, they were on the move again, this 
time for Alberta. They worked their way along, 
settling on a farm seven miles west and one and 
one-half miles south of Rimbey, which they later 
traded for a threshing outfit and moved west to 
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Wittenburg (Leedale). Here the children got 
their chance to go to school for the first time. 

‘They had a half-way house where Leedale is 
today, living there until 1913. While there three 
more’ children were born. Leo, Lillian, and 
William. 

In the summer of 1913, they loaded thei 
wagons again and were on the move once more. 
Working along the way, at the Strathmore dam 
and around Taber, ending up in the timber 
around Rockford, Washington. Here they lived to 
a ‘good old age’ 

Four of the children still live at Spokane, 
Washington, Earnest, Leo, Lillian and William. 

Mrs. Evert lived until 96 years of age, Mr. 
Evert lived to age 87 years. 











FAIRFIELD, CHARLIE 

Charlle came to the Leedale district, either 
from the Eastern States or Eastern Canada in 
the 1930's, He worked in the mills west of Leedale 
and also spent some time with Link Boyer. Mary 
Kilpatrick recalls that he always received a 
newspaper from Chicago which had lots of com: 
ics the children always enjoyed. Charlie helped 
Mr. Boyer with the farming and Mary recalls 
how he would always carry a pocket novel with 
him, He would plow a half mile, then stop to rest 
the horses, reading a chapter in his book while 
resting, then go another half mile and repeat. 
Surprising to all, he did get an awful lot of work 
done. After he retired, Charlie made his home 
with the Griffin and Ervin families. He left Er- 
vins in 1950's to stay with his sister at Maxville, 
Ontario. 


FARTHING, HARRY 

Harry Farthing, a W.W. I veteran, came from 
Calgary, in the early 1920's and stayed with the 
W. C. Thompson family. He was a boiler maker 
by trade and had worked for some time at the 
‘Odgen Shops in Calgary. He started a blacksmith 
shop in Leedale in the late 1920's. It was later run 
by Jack Booth, and was sold to Carl Aske in 1937 

Harry had a companion, a little Fox Terrier, 
dog, named ‘‘Ninety”. When asked why he called 
her Ninety, he would explain “when her tail is up 





‘Harry Farting and John Lindsey. 





it makes a nine and any damn fool can see the 
zero.” 

‘The children of the village liked to visit Mr. 
Farthing for though many homes didn’t, Mr. 
Farthing always had a little jam to put on the 
bread he offered them for lunch, 


FOX, CHARLES 
‘Mr. C. Fox homesteaded the SW 10-42-4.W5, 
taking out an application for homestead May 18, 
1905. He left the valley before 1912. 
We are sorry no further information could be 
found of this person. 


PETER FRASER — S.E. 9-42-4-W5 

‘Mr. Fraser was born in Ireland on December 
4th, 1888, During World War I he served in the 
British Navy. He came to Canada to Brooks, 
Alberta in 1919 and in 1928 he moved to the 
Leedale Valley where he bought and farmed the 
SE, 9-42-4-W5, 

During the 36 years he lived at Leedale, Mr. 
Fraser served on the council of the Municipality 
of Last West for a number of years and also when 
the various municipal districts amalgamated 
into the enlarged municipality. Later when it 
became the County of Ponoka he acted as coun- 
lor for the Electoral Division No. 7. 





Pete Fraser. 





He was a member of the Alberta Wheat Pool, 
the Blindman Valley Livestock Co-op, the 
Rimbey Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion 
and also the Kitchener Lodge No. 95 AF and AM 
at Rimbey. 

He was a kind and friendly man, a hard 
worker, a good neighbor and well liked by 
everyone. 

Mr. Fraser passed away in the Red Deer 
Hospital on July 19th, 1964. 


MR. AND MRS. ARTHUR FRAYN, SE 11-42-4- 
Ws 

Art and Judy Frayn purchased the Oscar 
Brown farm in 1964. They moved out from 
Rimbey with five children, ranging from an in- 
fant to 12 years old. Sharron, the eldest now lives 
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at Bentley, is married to Leroy Juuti and has two 
children. Tom and his wife, Elaine live at Pigeon 
Lake where he works for Texaco at the Gas Plant 
in Bonny Glen. Lana will graduate from the 
University of Alberta in nursing in November. 
She recently married Howard Curle and will live 
in Rocky Mountain House. Murray graduated 
from Rimbey High this year and is presently tak. 
ing a business course at the Northern Alberta 
Institute of Technology in Edmonton. Randy is 
attending Junior High in Rimbey and says he is 
golng to be a farmer. 

Besides farming, ‘Art is employed by Hud- 
son's Bay Gas and Oil, 


FRIZZELL, MARQUIS (LAFE) 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Lafe Frizzell lived on the SE 10- 
42-4.W5 a few years about 1916. Mrs. Frizzell ran 
the store for Bill Lee in 1916, when Bill went 
overseas in World War One. The store was later 
run by Mr. and Mrs. Henry Jacobs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frizzell moved to Rimbey in 
1918 and owned Frizzell’s Hardware Company. 

‘They had one girl, Elva. Elva married Jud 
Simmons in 1914. Jud died that same winter 
(1915) of appendicitis. 

Mrs. Elva Simmons and Mr. Jack Hinrichsen 
purchased the Rimbey Advance in 1921 and Elva, 
was publisher until 1923, when both her father’s 
hardware store and the newspaper office, which 
were side by side, burned down. Elva then, being 
an excellent horsewoman, took her trick horse 
“Mustang” to Hollywood, where she appeared in 
numerous pictures. 


FROWD, ELVIN AND DOLINA 

Elvin Bertram Frowd was born In Blairmore, 
‘England in September 1885 and came to Russell, 
‘Manitoba in 1904. 

His wife, Dolina was the daughter of 
Katherine and Murdock Thompson. She was 
born in Habust, Scotland in July, 1884 and came 
to Canada in 1901 at the age of i8 years. 

She worked at Russell, Manitoba where she 
met and married Elvin Frowd. 

‘They farmed there for many years and then 
in 1923 decided to go to Boggabri, New South 
Wales, Australia. 

On their return in 1929 they lived at Acme, 
Alberta and farmed there until 1941 when they 
moved to the Leedale district and purchased the 
Wi 12-42-4-Ws5. 

‘Mrs. Frowd was fond of needlecraft and gar. 
dening. Mr. Frowd was a good neighbor and they 
were both highly respected, 

Miss. Alice Burgoyne worked for them for 
several years. 

‘They farmed here until they retired and 
moved to Lacombe in 1964. 

In April 1966 Mr. Frowd passed away at the 
age of 80 years. Mrs. Frowd then moved to 
Rimbey and was a resident of the Auxiliary 
Hospital for 10 years. She passed away in May 
1976 at the age of 92 years. 








‘Their daughter Dorothy and her husband Bill 
Brown, who also farmed here, now live in 
Rimbey where Bill is employed. 

‘Their three sons Bob, Glenn, and Lindsay are 
now married, 

A son Jack Frowd and his family live at Clin- 
ton B.C. 





GARDNER, WILLIAM AND SARAH — by Lucy 
Gardner Robinson 

‘Three brothers, William, Thomas and Charles 
Gardner, came {o Alberta from Minot, North 
Dakota in the year of 1905 to homestead, break 
up land for fields and gardens, do some fencing 
and build log houses. In 1906 the whole family 
‘came by train as far as Lacombe, then by 
covered wagon, hauling machinery on wagons 
and flat beds, driving the livestock the 40 miles to 
the N 4-42-4-WS5, one and one-half miles west, one- 
half mile north of Wittenburg. They were the 
first to homestead west of the Medicine River. 

William and Sarah remained there all their 
lives, William died in July, 1920 and Sarah 
January 2, 1925. Tom also remained in the dis- 
trict all his life. Charles returned east to work 
building railroads. 

‘To William and Sarah there were five children 
born. 

‘Margaret born March 24, 1903 in North Dakota. 
Lucy born October 7, 1905 in North Dakota; Mary 
born December 14, 1907 in Alberta; Helen born 
January 6, 1910 in Alberta; Willlam Jr. born 
‘April 6, 1913 in Alberta. 

We all attended Wittenburg — Leedale School, 
walking the mile plus every morning and eve 
ning. In my memories, we all had a happy 
childhood making our own fun and laughter in 
work and play. 

‘The fall of 1912 we lost our home and personal 
belongings to fire. A new home was bullt In late 
winter. The lumber was bought and hauled by 
team and sleigh. This proved very difficult for 
the winter was cold and the snow was deep. 

In 1918, when the first World War broke out, I 
remember going to our little post office for the 
mail and hearing the people talk about the war. 
It sure was a scary thought for us children. 

With no radio or T.V. we all looked forward to 
getting the few newspapers that came, The 
Family Herald, Weekly Star and Free Press, and 
a catalogue or two. We sure looked forward to 
Christmas, New Year’s and also the picnics. 

Margaret married Grover Simpkins April 20, 
1920, they have five children. 

‘Mary married Murphy Webb August 25, 1927, 
they have one boy and one girl 

Helen remained single. 

William Jr. married Eunice Odland June 8, 
1952, they have two girls and one boy. 

Lucy married Lewis Robinson December 4, 
3922, we have five children, all born and raised in 
the Leedale area, namely; 

Archie, born November 4, 1923, married Fran- 








cis Lee in 1950. They have two children, a boy 
and a girl and presently reside at Airdrie. 

Ethel, born January 25, 1925, married R. 
Bohlender in 1947. They have five girls and one 
boy and reside in Rimbey. 

Viola, born April 3, 1926, married George Jen- 
son in 1948. They have three boys and reside on a 
farm north of Leedale. 

Evelyn, born May 1, 1927, married LeRoy 
Brown in 1948. They have six girls and one boy 
and live at Barrhead. 

Lester, born January 29, 1929, married Teresa 
Lukocs in 1951. They have seven girls and one 
boy and reside on his great-uncle Charles 
Gardner's homestead, two and one-half miles 
west and one-half mile north of Leedale. 

To date, I have 26 grandchildren and 19 great- 
grandchildren, After living most of my life in the 
Leedale area, I now reside in Bentley, filling my 
time, babysitting. 


GARNICK, PAUL AND JULIA — SE 13-42-4-W5 

Paul Garnick was born in Hungary in Oct. 
1899. 

He married the former Julia Csakt in 1924 and 
came to Canada in 1930. They came to the 
Leedale district in 1938 lived on the SW 13-42.4- 
'W5 for a few years and then bought land one mile 
south of Leedale. 

‘They had three sons, John, Zoley and Chester 
and two daughters Lynka and Margaret. 

Paul passed away in October, 1964 and Mrs. 
Garnick now lives in Rimbey. 





GENGE, FRED 

Mr. Genge, an Englishman, came from 
British Columbia to the NW 13-42-5-W5 in the ear- 
ly 1920's. He had been a sallor during W. W. 1 and 
bore a scar on his forehead, claiming tohave had 
a bullet go through his head. He was retired and 
lived on his pension. 

Fred loved to play the banjo and sing. He 
spent many Christmas’ with the Terlotti family. 

He spent one winter, about 1945, with the 
Westlakes and it Is believed he died that spring. 
He used to mention a family in British Columbia 
but they never came out here. 


GIESBRECHT, ABE AND MAE — by M. 
Giesbrecht 

‘Abe was born at Rosthern, Saskatchewan and 
J. Mae (Fitch) at Condor, Alberta. 

We were married in 1944 and moved to our 
present location NW 24-4-42-W5, the former 
Shipley place, in the spring of 1955. We arrived 
here from Bowden with five daughters, a dozen 
saddle ponies and an empty wallet 

This district has been good to us as we have 
managed to keep the first five daughters fed and 
have raised two more daughters and three sons. 

We took the contract of Mall Carrier for RR. 4 
Rimbey west, in the spring of 1957 and are still 
doing it. It has been extended over the years 
from 35 miles of rough, sometimes boggy clay 














mud roads to 80 miles of pretty good gravel 
travel. It “we think” helps to supplement or sub- 
sidize the farm and dairy enterprise we are 
engaged in. 

‘The older five daughters all traded their 
horses for husbands. 

Dianna was married in 1965, lives on a farm 
at Hoadley and has two sons and a daughter. 

Joanne married Dwight Fraser of the 
Lockhart district in 1967. They are farming the 
old Fraser family farm and also have dairy 
cows. They have three sons. 

Donna married Ron Hansen in 1968. They 
live on the Hansen family farm west of Bentley 
and have a daughter and two sons. 

Pat married Mel Matson in 1975 and they 
have a home in Ledue. He works as an Oil Well 
Testing Technician. 

Linda married Garry Peterson at Bentley in 
1970. They have the family farm and hog enter- 
prize there. They have two sons and one 
daughter. 

Larry is endeavoring to farm in our local dis- 
trict, and is supplementing his income with a 
Seismograph Drilling enterprise. 

Martie is at home completing his high school 
education. His aim in life, quote “Anything but 
farming.” 

Kelly is going to high school and milking cows 
at home. He is intersested in playing football. 

Darcy is in Junior High. She is interested in 
music and baby sitting. 

‘Tracy is in the last year of Elementar 
school. She is interested in gardening and grow- 
Ing strawberries as big as eggs. 











GILLESPIE, ROBERT A. 

The R. A. (Bob) Gillespie's trom New Brigden, 
Alberta, rented the Brodersen farm, now owned 
by Tkacik Bros., in the spring of 1938. 

‘The family consisted of Bob and Lucy and their 
eight children, Helen, Kay, Chuck, Alex, Andy, 
Bill, Dick and Mary. 

Kay attended high school in Leedale and the 
five boys attended public school north of town. 
Helen had finished school and Mary had not yet 
started. 

What became an annual event every August, 
was a birthday party, which alternated between 
Gillesple’s and Belt’s to celebrate the birthdays 
of Chuck and Dick Gillespie and Vernon Belt. All 
three fell within a few days of each other. 

While residing at Leedale, Bob was a regular 
contributor to the three day Lacombe Horse 
Sale, held every year in March. He had brought a 
fairly large herd of horses with him from New 
Brigden and continued to do a lot of farming with 
horses for several years. 

In 1941, Bob purchased land seven miles north- 
west of Rimbey where two of his son’s, Alex and 
Bill still farm: 
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GOODRIDGE, WILLIAM HENRY — by D. 
McElroy 

William Henry Goodridge was born in 
England and was a veteran of the First World 
War 1914-1918. He came to Canada and sometime 
during the 1940's he bought the NE-26-42-4-W5, 

He didn’t have much crop land on his farm 
but farmed it all with horses. In May, 1947 his 
shack burned down and he lost ail of his 
belongings. He also lost some seed grain, chop, 
and a wagon in the fire. 

He wasn't without a home long, for his 
neighbors came in and helped him bulld another 
ttle house and in less than a week he moved into 

is new house. 





Wiliam Henry Goodrdee 


In May 1952 his badly mutilated body was 
found in his barn by a neighbor. It was evident 
that he had been kicked many times by the team 
he was putting in the stable. He had made 
himself comfortable in the spare stall, removed 
his shoes and passed away. 

He used to come to our place often for a 
friendly visit or a Sunday meal. He was a kind 
and friendly man, very humorous at times and a 
good neighbor. 


GRAY, GEORGE 

Mr. and Mrs. George Gray retired to Leedale, 
from west of Aurora, in 1952. They purchased the 
Hugh Lindsay acre and resided there until their 
death. Mr. Gray passed away Feb. 28, 1956 and 
Mrs. Gray in 1967. George was janitor of the hall 
for a short time before his passing. 


HASS, ELMER AND VIOLET 

Elmer Hass and his wife the former Violet 
Becker moved to the Leedale district from 
Marwayne, Alberta and farmed the NE 15-42-4 
W5 for a few years. 

‘hey had four children, Marlene, Betty, Don- 

na and Doug. 

When they left this district they moved to Ex- 
shaw where Elmer was employed, 

Violet became disabled with Multiple 
Sclerosis and during the 20 years she was 
afflicted she spent eight years in the Richard 








Parsons Auxiliary Hospital in Red Deer. She 
passed away in the Bethany Auxillary Hospital 
in Calgary, in July 1975 at the age of 52 years. 

‘The family is all married and lives in central 
Alberta, Elmer is now retired. 


HICKMAN, ©. H. 
‘Mr. C. H. Hickman homesteaded the SE 10-42 
4-W5, taking out an application for homestead 
April 22, 1903. He left the valley before 1912. 
‘We are sorry no further information could be 
found on this person. 





HOLLINGSWORTH, GILBERT AND LORRAIN 
Gilbert Neal Hollingsworth was born on April 
144, 1934, the oldest son of Stanley and Adaline 
(Babe) Hollingsworth. He attended school at 
Aurora, Faraway and various other schools, 

In 1954 Gilbert married Lorrain Oliver 
Frieholt, oldest daughter of Elvin and Edith 
Oliver of Leslieville. 

Gilbert. and Lorrain have five children: 
Maurice, the oldest son was born July 7, 1955; 
‘Marlene, the first daughter was born May 6, 
1957; Merlin was born March 17, 1959; Maureen 
was born November 27, 1962 and Merletta was 
born December 2, 1963. 

In 1959 Gilbert and Lorrain moved to the old 
house on Stanley Hollingsworth's place at 
Aurora. In 1963 they moved north of Aurora, 
where they built a new home on the NE 3-42-5- 
W5. In 1967 they moved to the Leedale district, 
one half mile west of the store, on the Ed Belt 
place, where they still live. 





HOUGAARD, PETER 

Twas born in Denmark January 20, 1905 and 
came to Canada in 1928 to Kelsey, Alberta, 
where I worked on a farm for one year. Icame to 
Ellscott in 1930, working in the sawmill for one 
dollar a day. ‘Lots of work, not much to eat.” 

In the spring of 1931, eight of us took up 
homesteads, only two of us staying. We broke up 
20 acres for me and the same for my neighbor. I 
had a fairly big tractor, a Twin City, at that time. 
‘This homestead was located four ‘and one-half 

























miles from the town of Ellscott. Inever did farm 
the place, rented it out for 16 years. In 1947, my 
wife, Ruby and I started to settle down on the 
homestead. We had a bunch of cattle, 80 pigs, but 
no water so we sold to Paul Lehanky. 

When we arrived at Leedale and saw the river 
we bought that quarter of land. We were there 
four years then bought a quarter section three 
miles north of Rimbey. We have also lived four 
miles south of Ponoka and on an acreage south of, 
Rimbey, which is now owned by Alfred Young. 
We presently live in Ponoka. 

We have two children; Gordon and his wife, 
Linda (nee Walters), live at Irricana, and Judy, 
Mrs. Merle Sebry, of Ponoka. 


JACKMAN, CECIL AND MABEL — written by 
‘Myrtle Hooper 

Tt was in the summer of 1934 that Mr. and 
‘Mrs, Cecil Jackman and family of four girls 
‘Thelma, Myrtle, Jean and Bernice arrived in the 
Leedale district. 

After a great deal of thought Dad gave up the 
land he was renting at Blackie and filed on a 
homestead north of the Aurora school. They 
loaded all their belongings on wagons and along 
with three other families said ““Good Bye” to the 
prairies. 

Tt was a long weary trip but everyone seemed 
to stand it quite well. For the kids it was lots of 
fun and excitement, but I’m sure {t was quite 
different for the folks. Dad never did prove up on. 
the homestead but instead moved over north of 
Leedale so we girls could start school that fall. 

Dad worked on Tom Cumming’s threshing 
outfit that fall and Mother cooked for the 
threshers. I remember our good neighbors glv- 
ing us vegetables from their gardens. That 
winter Dad cut posts and hauled them to 
Leedale. 

We attended church at the Leedale School, 
Rey, Brewer was the pastor. 

‘The next summer we moved to Olaf Norem's 
place and went to Benjamin School. That fall 
‘Thelma was stricken with polio and spent nine 
months in the University Hospital in Edmonton. 

Tn 1937 Dad started working for Scotty 
Houston in the Gimlet district 
the Gimlet School and also attended church 
there. Rev. Baker was the pastor. 

In 1939 Thelma married Melvin Chadbourne. 
‘They have lived in Edmonton for a number of 
years. They have two daughters and seven 
grandchildren, 

‘That same year Jean married Ted Evernden. 
‘They have lived in Victoria for several years. 
‘They have four sons, four daughters, and nine 
grandchildren. 

Myrtle married Stuart Hooper of Didsbury in 
1943. They have lived on a farm there ever since. 
‘They have two sons, two daughters and six 
grandchildren. 

Bernice married Ellis Humphrey in 1951. To 
them were born three sons and one daughter. 
















‘They were living in Courtenay, B.C. when Ellis 
passed away in 1976, Bernice now has two 
grandchildren. 

In 1940 Mr. and Mrs. Jackman moved to the 
Bingley District and from there bought a home in 
Rocky Mountain House. They sold their home in 
1970 and moved to Didsbury where they have 
been ever since. 

Mrs, Jackman is now 82 and still has a keen 
mind and a good sense of humor. She suffered a 
stroke six years ago and has been confined to the 
Auxillary Hospital since then. She enjoys the oc- 
casional outing with her family. 

‘Mr. Jackman is now 86 and lives by himself in 
a suite, He has his meals at the hospital with 
Mother. He still drives his own car around town. 
He enjoys the odd game of pool and spends much 
of his time visiting with old timers. 

They expect to celebrate thelr diamond wed. 
ding anniversary on May 1, 1978. 


JACKSON, JAMES AND BESSIE 
SE 14-42-4-W5 1907 

‘James Jackson Sr. was born in Toronto, On- 
tarlo in the year 1885. His wife, the former Bessie 
Gardiner was born not far from London, Ontario 
in the year 1870. 

Shortly after their marriage they moved to 
Fosston, Minnesota, where their daughter, 
‘Margaret was born on November 28, 1898 and a 
son, James Jr. on May 30, 1901 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Jackson filed for homestead the 
SE 14-42-4-W5 two miles north of Wittenberg, now 
Leedale, in 1906 and came to Canada from the 
United States on April 6, 1907. 

‘They lived on the homestead for many years, 
where they built a log house and other buildings. 
‘They experienced many hard times as pioneers 
aid. 

Following Mr. Jackson’s death the farm was 
sold to Oscar and Bertha Brown in 1933. Jimmy, 
‘Maggie and Mrs. Jackson then moved to his land 
which was the NE 13-42-3-W5, He also owned the 
NE of 12, 

Maggie married Tom Kelly and lived in 
Lacombe. She still resides there in the Park 
Motel, 

Jimmy and his wife Zelma, formerly of 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, sold the land to Jack 
Cruickshank in 1949, after his mother passed 
away. 

This land is now owned by Mrs. Lambertus 
and the old homestead is owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Art Frayn, 








JACOBS, MR. AND MRS. H. J. — by Mrs. Emily 
Prowse 

‘My grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Jacobs, 
bought the Leedale Store either in 1916 or 1915 
from a Mr. Bill Lee for whom Leedale was 
named. This store was what they called ‘“Half- 
Way House." They were built for travellers who 
needed a place to stay. There was a large store, 
warehouse, large kitchen, dining room, and liv- 














ing quarters on the main floor. The travellers 
could always get a meal there — whether it be 
breakfast, iunch, supper or midnight snack. My 
grandmother was always ready to prepare food. 
Remember it was not like now. There was no 
refrigerator, deep freeze or propane stove. Ice 
was cut every winter and put in an ice house to 
store meat. Upstairs there was a large dance 
floor, over the store, with several bedrooms on 
the side. There the weary travellers could get a 
good night's rest. 

‘There was a large barn or livery stable for the 
traveller's buggy or wagon and his horse or 
horses. Feed for the horses was always ready in 
the barn and many nights there would be five to 
ten teams spending the night. 


JACOBS, RALPH M. 

T came to Alberta, Lacombe, 26th October, 
1903 when I was 12 years old, 

‘My wife, Sarah Sophia, came to the Stettler 
district In 1906, and in 1915 we were married. 

‘moved my family to Leedale in May 1921, to 
the Burley Belt homestead, on the Gimlet Creek, 
living there while I broke 30 acres on the NW 33- 
41-4-W5. I worked for McPherson Timber 
Lease, about 10 miles south-west of Leedale, the 
winters of 1921 to 1922, 

In 1922, I built a log house on NW 33. My 
neighbors were; Chinu, one-half mile east. He 
had a sale in June 1921 and returned to France; 
R. Durand had the SE 4 and Harley Belt the SW 
% 


Bd Carlson (es. Jacob's uncle), Sarah, Myre, Irma and Ralph 
Sacobs (on horse), and Ed Bean taken spring of 1924. The howe 
‘vas bul in 1922 


Mail came from Eckville until May 1, 1923, 
when it was changed to Rimbey. I took the con: 
tract from May 1, 1923 ‘till May 1, 1927, “Got 
web-footed getting over them roads.” 

‘We left the Leedale — Rimbey area the fall of 
1927, moving to Carbon. “Was glad to get my feet 
out of the mud and get back to a cow country.” 

From Carbon, we went to Rowley in 1929, then 
on to Rumsey, Scotfield, finally retiring to Red 
Deer In 1967. 



























We have four sons; Verl of Edmonton, Melvin 
of Joffre, Frank of Edmonton, Larry’ of Red 
Deer, three daughters; Myrtle of Rumsey, Doris 
of Huxley and Meiva of Blackfaids; 27 
grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren. 

Sarah Sophia Jacobs passed away September 
2, 1975 at Red Deer, at the age of 76 years. 

I was 86 years old February 13, 1977, 





JAGGARD, GEORGE 

George Jaggard homesteaded the SW 34-41. 
WS in the early 1900's. He was a bachelor who 
had seen the world with the British Army. Hav- 
ing spent 20 years with the army he had many 
tales to tell. He did all his farming with a team of 
mules and a horse. He served In W.W. I, after 
which he moved to British Columbia. 


JOHNSON, ROBERT (BOBBY) 
Bobby Johnson had the contract to deliver the 
mail to Leedale from Rimbey from 1930 to 1942. 
‘The mail came three days a week. Tuesday 
and Saturday he drove the route which was 56 
miles long and on Thursday he drove directly to 
Leedale a 13% mile trip. 













Leedale Mail Carier 1930-42. Bobby Johnson standing right side 
of picture, Scotty Kilkenny standing on left. Pat Walsh on the et. 
George Hendershot and” Burns ‘Kilpatrick standing behind the 
Bennet wagon 


He got 21¢ a mile, He wanted 25¢ a mile when 
his contract expired but was underbid. Mrs. L. 
N. Lindsay was post mistress at the time. 

He also hauled grocery orders and bread to 
the Leedale Store besides making the odd 
delivery on the route. He picked up radio 
batteries and took them to Rimbey to be 
recharged. He had a little box built just the right 
size to hold the batteries so they wouldn't tip 
over, 

He also had many passengers either coming 
or going as the picture indicates. During the 12 
years Bobby hauled the mail he had many 
different ways to travel. This particular team 
was named Pasty and Mona and made the trip 








many times, He had an old 1927 Model Tin 1932, a 
1928 Chev. one ton and at the last he made the 
route with a Minneapolis Moline tractor. His 
team swam the river on more than one oceasion, 
‘There was only once that he failed to deliver the 
mail to Leedale. He was bringing the mail out on 
a Thursday and the river was flooding south of 
Rimbey ai Macleans and rising. He swam the 
team across the river and then decided he should 
go back, so he left his outfit at Maclean's and 
took one horse, the locked bag, and swam back 
across the river. He took many chances during 
the spring floods in spring and the howling bliz- 
zards in winter, but the mail always came 
through. 

In 1942 Bob joined the Royal Canadian Air- 
force but due to health reasons he worked in the 
post office in Calgary. Since the contract had not 
yet expired his brother, Herb., delivered the 
mail to finish up the year. 

Bob was well liked by everyone, was reall 
jolly and accommodating. He passed away in 
1953 after a lengtiny illness. 








WILLIAM HENRY JORDAN 

‘William Henry Jordan lived on the S.E. 35-42- 
4.W.5, or the Néls Cumberland homestead. He 
was born in Ontario and for years worked in the 
log booms. He had been hurt many times. He 
came to Swallwell, Alberta in 1919 and lived in 
the Leedale area from about 1928 to 1932. He then 
returned to Swallwell, suffered a stroke while 
chopping wood and passed away at the age of 74 
years. 








Doris and Lila Pierson wth Willam Henry Jordan - 1932. 


KLEPADLO MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Joe Klepadio and their family of 
six children came to the district, living first on 
the NW 15-42-4 W5 and then moving to NE 10-42-4 
WS in 1934 

‘The children attended the Leedale School and 
although the family only lived there for three or 
four years they made many friends, were good 
neighbors and were very hard workers. 

‘There were five boys and one girl in the fam- 
lly. Stanley and his wife Helen were married Oc- 








Kiepdalo Family - 1961, Standing: Stanley, Johnny, Phys, 
Harry, Ea, Ted. Mis. Klepadlo seated. Mr. Klepado misting from 
the pita 





tober 20, 1945 and with the exception of spending 
a two year period in Toronto and Windsor, On- 
tario they have lived in Edmonton. They have no 
family 

When World War II broke out, Harry joined 
the army and left to serve his King and country. 
He was wounded in action and as a result lost his 
Jeg. On his return to active life he worked for the 
Coro Jewelry Factory in Toronto. He married 
there and he and his wife Joan had two children, 
Their son Wayne and wife Bonnie Jean have a 
daughter and he works for Toronto Hydro Com: 
pany. ‘Their daughter Lynn is working as a 
model. Harry passed away in a tragic car acc 
dent four years ago. Joan still lives in Toronto. 

Phyllis, now Mrs. Petric also lives in Toronto. 
‘They have five children. She also has three 
children from a previous marriage all of whom 
are married and live in Edmonton; with families 
of thelr own, 

Ted and his wife Marion live in Rosebud, 
Michigan. They had five boys and one girl. They 
lost a boy In an Industrial accident. Larry the 
oldest of the family is married and has one child. 

Ed and his wife Ina live in Jasper Place. They 
have two boys and two girls. Ed has his own 
business known as Crown Welding and has a new 
shop north of the Winterburn corner. 

Johnny the youngest of the family also lives in 
‘Toronto with his wife Iris. They have a boy and a 
girl. 

Mrs. Klepadlo passed away in 1944. Mr. 
Klepadio (Joe) who is hale and hearty at the age 
of 82 years lives in Edmonton at 9720-95st. and 
still drives his own car. 


LA BELLE, ERNEST 

Mr. and’Mrs. Ernest LaBelle homesteaded 
the SE 16-42-5-W5, presently owned by John 
Makofka, in the early 1900's. They then moved to 
a raw C-P.R. quarter, SE 3.42-4-W5, one mile 
‘west of Leedale in 1918. Ernest had lost an arm 
while working on the railroad at Lethbridge 
prior to coming to this country. They had one 
child, Ernistine. They moved from the district in 
the late 1920's. 












Ernestine La Bell 


ERNIE AND HELEN LAPEARE 

Mr. and Mrs. Lapeare came to Rimbey from 
Frontier, Saskatchewan in the 1930's. They were 
driving a Model T and got stuck in the muddy 
road by Forshee, Alberta. (Happy day! It was 
the first muddy road they had seen for several 
years.) 

‘They settled on the NW 23-42-4-W5th where 
they lived for several years. They had three 
children: Babe who married Harold Ross in 
Nova Scotia; Richard who married Sally DeMar- 
co of Toronto, Ontario, (they have three 
children); Dwight and wife Donna also live in 
Toronto, Ontario and have one child; Harry 
married Barbara Dahms of Rimbey and have 
two children. 

Helen and Ernie sold their farm and left for 
Creston, B.C. and later to Ontario but moved 
back to Alberta in the early 1970's. 

Ernie was a perfectionist in all things. He was, 
a former tailor (in Saskatchewan), watch and 
miscellaneous repairer, mechanic, carpenter, 
violinist, wood cutter and splitter, farmer and 
grinder of feed — all this to earn their living — a 
remarkable man! Ernie died in 1977 in Ponoka, 
where Helen still lives. 


LEE, FRANK 

Frank Lee was born in Shropshire, England, 
May 24, 1882, his wife, Mabel (Everts) Lee was 
born in Grand Forks, South Dakota, November 
20, 1894. They both immigrated to Alberta with 
thelr parents around 1900, Frank to the Gilby dis- 
trict, and Mabel to the Leedale district, which 
was ‘called Wittenburg at that time. Mabel’s 
parents ran a store at Wittenburg until 1910 when 
they sold it to Frank and his mother. Later 
Frank’s brother, Bill ran It. At that time Witten- 
burg was changed to Leedale. 

Frank and Mabel were married May 27, 1911, 
at Bentley, Alta. They left in 1912 to go to the 
United States and lived there for a few years. 








Frank and Mabel Le - 45th Wedding Anniversary - 1956 


‘They then moved to the Drumheller district until 
1936 when they returned to Leedale and bought 
the William Gardner homestead. In 1951 they 
sold out and moved to Rimbey, residing there un- 
til thelr passing. Frank passed away in 
September, 1958, and Mabel passed away in 
‘March, 1968, 

‘There were seven children born to this 
marriage. Earnest of Pendryl, John, Lavina and 
Florence, of Wetaskiwin, Rosetta, of Buck Lake, 
and Frances, of Airdrie. Lillian died at birth and 
is buried in the Leedale Cemetery. 


HISTORY OF THE WILLIAM HENRY LEE 
FAMILY — by his daughter, Edith M. Price 

Mr, William Lee with his mother, Mrs. John 
Lee and brother Frank arrived in Wittenburg in 
1912, and purchased the local store, which was 
previously owned by James Everts. The store 
was enlarged and Mrs. Lee took in boarders and 
served meals — the top floor of the store served 
‘as the local dance hall. 

After the First World War broke out, William 
Lee joined the 50th Battalion, Artillery Division 
in Calgary in 1916. In 1917 he went overseas, and 
was wounded in France. He returned to Witten: 
burg in 1918, and continued to run the store. Then 
the name of Wittenburg was changed to Leedale 
in his honour. Bill Lee ran the Post Office until 
around 1925, selling out to Hugh Lindsay 

‘Around 1926 Bill Lee bought a farm just north 
of Leedale, and on January 25th, 1928 married 
Margaret McNab. A daughter, Edith May, was 
born in the farm house on September 24th, 1929, 
and the delivery was attended by Dr. Byers, who 
came out from Rimbey, and Mrs. Sarah Lush 
acted as nurse. 

‘They continued farming through the 1930's 
raising sheep, cattle and poultry — product 
prices were ‘so low in those days — can 
remember them taking a twelve dozen crate of 
eggs to Rimbey — got $.60 for them, which 
bought a child’s straw hat at Rolston’s store. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee were active in community 
and church affairs. Mr. Lee helped build the 





Leedale Hall in 1927 and was secretary of the hall 
board for several years. He was also the notary 


public in the community, and looked after the 
business of the Leedale cemetery, besides help- 
ing with elections, ete. Margaret Lee was a 
member of the Leedale Women’s Institute for 
many years, and also the Ladies Aid, which was 
connected with the United Church. 





William and Margaret Lee and daughter Edith - taken at house 
st Leeda 1990 


‘Their daughter Faith started school at 
Leedale Public School in 1935, Mr. Art Hembray 
was the teacher at that time. After grade seven, 
she went to the high school, which was held in 
Bill Lee's old store building in the village of 
Leedale. 

In July of 1943 Bill and Margaret Lee held an 
auction on their farm, and moved to Victoria, 
B.C. They bought a home at 3951 Blenkinsop 
Road in Victoria. On March 11th, 1944 Bill Lee 
died suddenly of a heart attack. Margaret Lee 
and her daughter, Edith continued to live in the 
home and Mrs. Lee resided there until her death 
on September 19, 1975, 

Her daughter married John Price of Salt 
Spring Island on February 14, 1953, They have 
‘three daughters, Patricia born in 1957, who now 
resides in Calgaty. Teresa born in 1960 and Irene 
born in 1961, who are still living at home located 
at 1660 North Dairy Road, Victoria, British 
Columbia. 





LINDSAY, HUGH 
Hugh Lindsay was born May 11, 1882 at 
‘Tayvailich, County of Argyle, Scotland. Came to 
































Enderby, B.C. in 1910 then to Leedale in the 
spring of 1914. He enlisted in the army in 1916, 
went overseas in 1917 and returned to Leedale in 
June 1919, 

He and Loretta Nugent were married on 
February 8, 1923. They lived on the farm until 
1927 when they bought the Leedale store from 
Russell McClain. 

‘They had two children; Elizabeth Ann (Bess) 
born December 13, 1923 and John Charles born 
July 20, 1927. John passing away in February 
1931. 








Mr. and Mes, Hugh Lindsay and Bess. 


Hugh joined the army in the Second World 
War, July 12, 1941 and was discharged 
September 1946, 

He was postmaster at Leedale from April 11, 
1927 to July 1941. Loretta was in charge of the 


post office from 1941 until she and Hugh moved to fro, 


Calgary in February 1952. 

Bess attended Garbutts Business College in 
Calgary in September 1942, then was engaged as 
a Telephone Operator with Alberta Government 
Telephones in April 1945 and will be retiring in 
April 1978 with 33 years service. The last six 
years have been spent in the Telephone Office in 
Red Deer, having transferred here as the Chief 
Operator in October, 1971. She was married to 
Edward Skjonsberg July 21, 1976 and they make 
their home in Red Deer. 





Lindsay Post Office, House and Barn 

















LUSH, MR. AND MRS. HUBERT 

Mrs. Lush was born October 8, 1872 and came 
to Canada from Des Moines, Iowa. In 1912 Mr. 
and Mrs. Lush were married and moved to the 
‘SW 22-42°5-W5. Later they moved to the SW 11-42- 
4 W5, one mile north of Leedale living there 
several years. Mr. Lush passed away in 1948, 
Mrs. Lush passed away in the Auxillary 
Hospital, Rimbey, May 9, 1951. 


MANNIX, RUSSEL LEE AND CARROL 
MAXINE 

I, (Lee) was born September 6, 1937 in 
Rimbey and lived in the Aurora district on the 
SE 2425-5, until the spring of 1942 when I 
moved with my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Man- 
nix, to Sylvan Lake. We moved to Sylvan Lake so 
us kids wouldn't have so far to walk to school, I 
took all my schooling in Sylvan. 

In 1951 my dad, brother Dale, and myself 
‘came back to the farm at Aurora. After I finished 
school in 1953, I helped Dad with the farm and 
worked with several Seismograph drilling com- 
panies, covering most of Alberta and part of the 
Northwest Territories. 

We did our haying with horses, — cutting, 
raking and stacking. We used a bucking pole to 
stack at first, then got modern and used an 
overshot stacker and sweep. 

In 1961, Dad and I sold the farm to Lawrence 
May and T went to work for Dr. Spiers, blood 
testing cows. Rodney Tolonen and I tested cows 
from Eckville south to Caroline, north to Rimbey 
and as far west as there were cattle to be done. 

‘On May 18, 1962 I married Carrol Belt of the 
Leedale district. 

Carrol Maxine, “after thought” of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harley Belt, was born in Rimbey on 
December 24, 1939 and has lived most of her life 
in the Leedale area. She took her schooling at 
Leedale, Gimlet and Rimbey, attending Gimlet 
in 1950-51 and Rimbey in 1954-55. Getting to and 

‘school was difficult at times. Most springs 
it was a real ordeal for those living west of the 
Medicine River. The river would flood over the 
road and at one place the river was so close to the 
Dingle Creek they would run together, causing 
fast water, making it difficult for a saddle pony 
to stay on its feet. Many times during the flood 
time the children had to go west then north over 
the bridge at Pete Fraser’s, then east and south 
to get to school, making it four or five miles 
further. Winters were bad also, for the roads 
were seldom snow plowed until the drifts were so 
deep the horses couldn't get through. One winter, 
about 1950, the snow was so deep that when the 
road was cleared with crawler tractors the 
children riding horses back tried to see over the 
snow banks by standing up on their horses, and 
couldn't, it was so high. 

The big event of the day was after school, to 
race to Mr. Myer’s store for a five cent chocolate 
bar or if one was very rich that day a 12 cent bot 
tle of pop. The horses became so well trained you 

















ended up at the store even on days when you 
didn’t intend to. 

After completing her schooling, Carrol 
worked for Algar Agencies in Rimbey until 
marrying in 1962, 

‘We took up farming on the Sherman or Griffin 
quarter, raising cows, pigs, horses and “‘kids”. 
In 1965 we formed a partnership, Belt-Mannix, 
with Vernon Belt and moved to the Belt farm, 
Leedale Valley Ranch. We farm the land by 
modern technique, with a bit of “days gone by"’ 
come winter when the cattle are fed their hay 
and straw from a sleigh pulled by a team of 
horses, An annual event occurs Christmas night, 
when the Mannix and Tkaclk Bros. families get 
together for an old fashioned hay ride and carol 
festival, 

We have four children: Vernita, attending 
Red Deer College; Dallas in High School, Wade 
in Junior High and Carrie in Elementary at 
Rimbey. 








as, Ned 
To Mami uals «Lar Dl, Wd, ei 
Re 


HAROLD AND GRACE MASON, SE 23-42-4-W5 

We came to the Leedale district in June of 
1941 from Edmonton, Alberta. 

‘We bought the Defillippi place. 

‘There was a lot of brushing to be done and 
Buster Adams came in with his big "Cat" to do 
some for us. 

One spring when Dan Myers Jr. was hauling 
cream, the roads were so bad past our place that 
he used four head of horses and a tractor to pull a 
hay rack to carry the cream into Rimbe: 

‘Don Kilpatrick built our house the first 
summer we were there. 

Harold and Oscar Brown thought it would be a 
‘good idea to have a curling rink in Leedale, so 
they talked to the neighbors and helped to 
organize a work crew to build it. 














Harley Belt donated the land to put it on and 
the following winter they were curling? 

We had lots of fun, [remember one time when 
a bonspiel was on, it was 40 below zero but 
everyone still turned out, 

Irma, our eldest daughter, went to school at 
Midland. The first winter it was so cold and so 
much snow that we boarded her at Alice and Joe 
Lester's. She married Ed Cross and they live in 
Edmonton. They have three daughters, all 
‘married and seven grandchildren. 

Helen also went to Midland, later to Leedale 
and finally to Rimbey after the bus took the kids 
to Rimbey. She is married to Raymond Durand 
from Leedale. They have five children and own 
the Esso Service Station in Rimbey. 

Judy was born in Rimbey and attended school 
in Midland, Leedale and Rimbey too. She 
married Ron Rolfsen from Leslieville. They now 
live in Oyama, B.C. and have four children. 

Harold and I moved into Rimbey in 1967. 
Harold passed away January 7, 1977. 


OWEN JOHN AND DORIS BELLE McELROY 
— written by D. McElroy. 

Sly 1842-4-W.5; NW. 1-42-40. 
Wo 

‘We may not need an introduction to most of 
you but just for these records I will give a few in- 
troductory facts. 

‘was born four miles south of Rimbey on my 
Grandfather Coverdale’s farm and came to the 
Leedale district with my parents Paul and Marie 
Pierson, at the age of four years. My two sisters 
were Dorotha, nine, and Lila, two years. It was 
the spring of 1927 

My husband, Owen, or better known to 
everyone as Junior, was born in Hilsborough, 
North Dakota in 1921 and came to Canada with 
his parents, Owen and Buelah McElroy and 
brother, Warren in 1927. They farmed east of 
Red Deer a few years before they moved to 
Leedale in the spring of 1939. Ellen, Robert and 
Richard had then arrived to complete the family. 

‘Junior helped his dad with the farming and 
threshing outfit in the fall. He also worked at 
Benson’s mill, drove truck for Vernen Archer, 
and hauled lumber from Varty’s and Jones’ 
mills. In 1941 he worked for Dan Myers, driving 
the cream route, and hauling groceries for the 
store, 

One fall he drove a team and wagon in 
threshing time, pitching bundles all day for $1.00 
a day. He has always enjoyed hunting and has 
rarely missed going Big Game hunting in the 
fall 

I (Doris) received all my education at the 
Leedale school and attended Leedale High 
School in 1938-’39. We rode to school unless it was 
too cold and then the parents took turns driving 
us In a sleigh or cutter. In November 1939 1 went 
to work at the Leedale General Store where Mr. 
and Mrs, Myers had a thriving business. I 
received $10.00 a month, board and room to start 
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and after I had worked a year I got a raise to $.50 
a day. I was hired to clerk but also helped Mrs. 
‘Myers in the restaurant and done the chores if 
the men were busy. They handled a lot of lumber 
in exchange for groceries for the many sawmills 
which were operating west of Faraway. There 
were no store hours so the trucks would stop 
anytime of the day or night. 

‘After Junior joined the Royal Canadian Air- 
force, we were married and in the two and one- 
half years he was in the service he was stationed 
at Pearee, Alberta; Fort St. John, B.C.; 
Greenwood, Nova Scotia and Penfield Ridge, 
New Brunswick, Our eldest daughter, Helen 
Alberta, was born in the spring of 1944 and it was 
in that same year that we purchased the S.W. 13 
= from Jim "Thomson and we have lived here 
ever since, 

Junior was honorably discharged in January 
1946. Our first home was a two room log house. 
‘The floors were bare and I used a wood and coal 
cook stove. We had no running water, indoor 
plumbing or electricity. We carried the wood and 
water in and the ashes out. The coal oil lamps, 
after they were trimmed and filled, served us 
well. The house was no mansion, but it was cozy 
and warm and held many happy memories. 

We both worked hard to clear the land and get 
it Into production, and with Junior's ability to do 
his own mechanical work, the welding and 
repairs, it saved a lot of time and money. 

We had a lot of rain in the spring of '46, Roads 
which had no gravel were seas of mud, deep 
holes and ruts. On June 16th, misfortune struck 
when Junior was pulling a nelghbor out of a mud 
hole with his 15-30 tractor. It reared up over 
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backwards, pinning him underneath and break- 
ing his leg. After a six week stay in the Bentley 
Hospital he was able to come home. 

It happened to be the day that the neighbors 
had organized a bee to put up our sixty acres of 
hay. Altogether 17 men were responsible for 
operating the nine mowers, three rakes and 
several tractors, sweeps and stackers. We were 
so happy with a fob well done, and it proved a 
real spirit of neighborliness. 

The leg was still giving problems so Junior 
went to Edmonton in January, 1947 for therapy 
and an operation. After a five month stay he was 
able to come home in May. Our dads put the crop 
in that spring. 

‘Times were hard but when looking back 
through our records we were amused at the 
prices. You could buy coffee for 49¢ a pound; 
eggs 30 a dozen; bread 10¢ a loaf; lard 16¢ a 
pound; coal oil 30¢ a gallon; five pounds 
Macaroni 45¢; corn 18¢ a can; butter 43¢ a 
pound; 25 pounds chick starter $1.15; 49 pounds 
flour $1.45; Gas was $9.59 for a 45 gallon drum. 

We sold bundles for 7¢ each; straw for $1.00 a 
load; Barley was 85¢ per bushel; Oats 6334¢ per 
bushel; we paid $90.00 for a good milk cow, our 
drivers license was $1.00 and radio license $2.00. 

In 1946 we bought the N.W. 14 — from John 
Beck for $3,000.00. By this time we had a few 
milk cows, pigs and chickens so we were pretty 
well self-supporting. 

‘Our second daughter, Barbara Elaine, was 
born in August 1948. With Junior working on the 
threshing rig it was quite an interesting fall try. 
ing to do chores with a wee baby. 

1n 1950 Junior bought a three ton truck and did 
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custom hauling, cattle, coal, grain, lumber, etc. 
‘That winter he worked awhile at Farnham's mill 
and got enough lumber to build a new house. 
With Mr. Loyek as carpenter, we got it started 
the next summer and was able to move into it in 
February before our son, John Robert was born 
In March 1952. 

‘The McElroy family had a reunion in May 
1955 and mother McElroy passed away in 
September after a lengthy illness. 

Tn 1956 we bought the S.W. 23 — from Al Siel- 
ing and the S.E. 13 — from Ciiff Parkins in 1958. 

‘Our second son Gary Owen arrived in May, 
1958. 

We took our first holiday in the summer 1960. 
We made a trip to California to visit Junior's 
sister, Ellen. 

In March, 1961 my father, Paul Pierson, sut- 
fered a stroke and passed away. My mother, in 
her 84th year and very well, lives in Rimbey. 

I worked for Macleods Store in Rimbey for 
about five years, both in the Hardware and Fur- 
niture store. 

Helen attended the Midland and Leedale 
schools before they were closed and the children 
bussed to Rimbey, Barbara, John and Gary took 
all Grades 1 to 12 in Rimbey and the children all 
graduated. Helen took a secretarial course at 
McTavish Business College in Edmonton and 
then worked at the Rimbey Gas Plant. In 1965 
she married Gerald Adams and they have a wee 
daughter, Alisa Dawn, one and one-half years 
old, and a new son Aaron Scot born in Aug. Bar- 
bara also took a secretarial course at Key in Red 
Deer and worked in Bank of Montreal, Edmon- 
ton. 

She married Edward Munday in 1968 and 
have a five year old son, Todd Edward and two 
and one-half year old daughter, Tania Elaine. 
They live in Red Deer where Ed is a partner in 
an instrument and electrical service company. 
Barbara works part time in a lawyers office. 
John took a two year Instrumentation Course at 
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McElroy Family - left to right: Barbara, John, Helen, Gary 
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the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology and 
is working at Fort St. John, British Columbia. 
Gary is presently working for Siesform Drilling 
in Ontario and plans to go to College in the fall. 

Junior's father, Owen L. McElroy passed 
away in January 1973 at the age of 84 years, 

Last spring we sold a half section to Dolman 
Bros. and we are now planning to take it a bit 
easier. 

‘Time has passed quickly and progress has 
brought many changes. We have been richly 
blessed with a healthy family and very fortunate 
to have so many fine friends and neighbors. 


PETER MULLBACK 

Peter Mullback came from Sweden to Boston, 
‘Mass, U.S.A. when a young lad; he met and 
married Hilma Hylen who had aiso emigrated 
from Sweden shorlly after. Two children, a son, 
Richard, and a daughter, Martha, were born to 
them while residing there. In 1912 they stopped in 
Edmonton on thelr way to a homestead at Buck 
Lake, where another daughter, Fern, was born. 
After making the required improvements on the 
homestead, they moved to Rimbey and then 
Bentley, where their last child, Chester was 
born. In 1919 they moved to a farm located two 
and a half miles north west of Leedale, where 
they engaged in mixed farming. 

‘Due to the lack of a conveniently located high 
school, the Mullbacks moved to a dairy farm just 
three miles south of Edmonton in 1928. 

Peter passed away in 1936 after a lengthy bout 
with pneumonia which culminated in a blood 
clot, Hilma passed away in 1975, in her 93rd year. 

‘The sons and daughters all married and are 
living in the Edmonton area. Martha was 
widowed in 1966. 


DANIEL JOHN MYERS FAMILY 

Mr. Dan John Myers was born July 11, 1889. 
Mrs, Mary (Dolly) Myers was born November 9, 
3887, Both were born in Kansas, U.S.A. 

"They were married October 12, 1907, and lived 
{n the State of Kansas for several years, where 
their first three girls, Stella, Margaret, and 
Beatrice, were born. Then ‘they moved to 
Saskatchewan while the girls were very young. 
‘They lived or homesteaded on a farm about three 
milles from the Montana Border and 13 miles 
from a small town called Frontier. While there 
they had a son, Daniel John Myers Jr., and two 
girls, Leona and Bertha. 

Mr. Myers farmed and raised horses. The 
1930's were hard years, and in 1936 the weather 
‘was so hot there wasn’t going tobe any crops and 
the grass was burned to a crisp, so there was no 
{eed for all the horses we had, which was around 
‘T5head. Many farmers were beginning to give up 
and move to Alberta. Mr. and Mrs. Myers 
headed out to look for a place to buy where we 
could move. Within about four days they were in 
the Leedale area looking for friends who had left 
Saskatchewan, they stopped at the little country 














store to ask if they knew where they lived. Frank 
‘Tarrabain was the owner and sald he wanted to 
sell the store and the quarter of land it was on. 
After talking awhile, he asked if Mr. Myers 
‘would be interested in trading his horses for the 
store. 

Dad said, “Well, it had always been his 
dream to go into business.” 

Mr. Tarrabain came back to Saskatchewan 
with them and they made the deal, so everything 
except some furniture and personal things was 
sold and the horses were shipped to Lacombe, 
Alta, to be sold. The three oldest girls were 
married, so there was just Dan 18, Leona 16, and 
Bertha 14. Leona and I (Bertha) rode in the back 
of the truck all the way to Leedale. When we 
arrived at Leedale, there was only the Post Of 
fice run by Hugh Lindsay and the store and Com. 
munity Hall This was August 14, 1995. When we 
arrived, we were going to sleep upstairs above 
the store. It was a mess, as there were hides of 
animals there, anyway we straightened a bit and 
made the beds. We did not get much sleep that 
night as the bed bugs decided to have a feed, 
Early the next morning the mattresses had to be 
burned. Cleaning was the order of the day. Mr. 
Myers was downstairs while mother handed 
Leona and me a pail of lye water and scrub 
brush. We were down on our knees scrubbing the 
floor when all of a sudden Leona upset the lye 
water and it ran through the ceiling of the store. 

My dad yelled out, “What the heck is going on 
up there!” 

We looked around the corner of the stairs, and 
there stood a bald-headed man rubbing his head 
and groaning. Needless to say, we girls thought it 
was a big Joke. But my dad was very angry at us, 
and embarrassed as it was his first customer and 
not a very happy one. His name was Mr. 
Hayward. 

Dad's business began to grow, and people 
brought butter, cattle, pigs, eggs, fence posts, 
and lumber to trade and buy groceries. We also 
had a large trade with the Indians for a few 
years, They brought in animal skins and leather- 
beaded jackets, moccasins, gloves and mitts of 
all sizes, which we bought and sold mainly to the 
men who worked at the mills which were 25 miles 
from us. Not many people had cars at that time 
so they were glad to have a country General 
Store. Mother had decided to start a restaurant 
at the back of the store and we sold meals for 25 
cents, and had beds over in the house and 
charged 35 cents a night. Dad started a cream 
route, and we had kept two or three horses, so I 
used to hitch up the buggy, and go out and gather 
up the cream from all the close in customers 
while dad took the truck and went out to the 
Aurora area. We took orders for groceries and 
their cream, and then delivered the empty cans 
and groceries the next day. The first winter it 
was So cold the thermometer broke at 60 below. 
We all worked very hard and had a good business 
and many friends. The store was open seven 
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Myers Family picture taken on Mr. and Mes. Myers soth 
‘Anniversary. Left o right: Bertha, Beatrice, Margaret, Stlla, Mrs 
Myers, Dan Se, Dan J, Leo 


days a week for many years. Mr. Myers was 
road councillor for several years, and had the 
store until he became too ill io run'it. It was sold 
to his son, Dan Myers Jr. in 1964. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Myers celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary at the Leedale hall in 1957. 

Dan Myers married Valeria Buck, niece of 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Terry Challand of Leedale. Bertha 
‘Myers married John Fraser of Lockhart, Dec. 3, 
1939, and Leona married Ivan Adams of Rimbey. 
Leona died in 1962. 

Mr. and Mrs. Myers moved to Bentley, and 
bought a home in March 1964, Mr. D. J. Myers 
Sr, died May 24, 1965 and Mrs. D. J. Myers died 
July 11, 1965. 

Bertha's husband died Sept. 27, 1967, Beatrice 
(Myers) Skogen died May 9, 1967. 

‘Those surviving are: Margaret of California; 
Stella of Calgary; Dan of Edmonton; Bertha of 
Haney, B.C.; many grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. 

(Written by Mrs. Bertha Kern, youngest of 
the Myers’ Family.) 





MYERS, DANIEL JR. — Information from 
‘Tributaries of the Blindman 

Dan, born in Frontier, Saskatchewan, came 
to Leedale with his parents in 1936 to help them 
operate the store business they had purchased 
from Frank Tarrabain. 

Myers’s Store not only served the farmers of 
the area but supplied groceries for the sawmills 
several miles west of them. These orders were 
usually filled at night after regular hours taking 
several hours to fill. Dan hauled groceries from 
Edmonton until 1941 when he joined the Army 
He returned to Leedale in 1944 to join his wife, 
the former Valera Buck. 

In 1949 they purchased the Dreitza place in 
the Lavesta district where they lived for three 
years. They then moved to Wainwright where 
Valera died in 1954, Dan worked several years In 
Calgary, Red Deer and Edmonton. He returned 











to Leedale and ran the store for about one and 
one half years prior to selling to Paul Borth in 
1966, 

‘They had four children; Lorraine, Dianne, 
Faye and Douglas. 


NE $-42-4-W5 — by John and Sylvia Walters 

‘The NE 9 was homesteaded in 1907 by Mark 
Lampman. In 1910 Hank Nelson bought this farm 
and his brother, Arvid, farmed the SW 16. Hank 
left for California about 1918. In 1921 Jack 
Anchor had the farm. 


Wiltses 

Garner Wiltse bought the farm in 1923. In 1925 
Lyn Wiltse purchased the quarter from his 
brother, Garner. In 1926 Lyn traded an old Model 
‘"T Ford for the house owned by Mrs. LaLone. The 
house was a lath and plaster house, and was a 
very fine house indeed. In early spring, 
February or March, the house was moved. 
Grover Simpkins and Charles Wiltse sawed the 
house in two pieces and raised it up. Ted Pimm, 
Dewey Simmons, Lyn Wiltse and his two young 
boys, Ed and Charles, helped with the moving. It 
was put on skids with one skid on a sleigh. They 
used four mules and 12 horses to move the house. 
It took two days to move one-half of the house the 
six mile cross country route. They crossed the 
swamp and Gimlet Creek. When they stopped to 
rest the horses and mules, the skids would freeze 
in the snow. Ed and Charles would have to loosen 
the skids so that the horses could advance once 
more. Finally the house reached its final 
destination. The following summer the house 
was put on a cement foundation. Charles and Ed 
Wiltse slip hauled gravel out of the Medicine 
River for the cement. 

To celebrate the moving of such a fine house, 
a dance was held. This was just the first of many 
happy occasions the house was to know. 

‘Lyn Wiltse also began the log barn that was 
here for many years. His sons, Charles and Ed, 
cut and skidded the logs from Medicine Lake. 
‘The lumber for the joists came from Lake Eigh- 






Lyle and Ea Wise and Ted Pimm on NE 9-42-45 





teen. The carpenter who built the barn was an 
expert. The logs were dove-tailed and it was a 
well built barn. The next owner, Polynik, com- 
pleted the building of the barn. This barn was 
‘used until 1964, when it was accidentally burned 
to the ground. 

In the fali of 1928 Lyn Wiltse once again 
decided to move. He was a bit of a horse trader. 
He traded farms with Polynik from Shedd, 
Oregon. They traded land, stock, and household 
effects sight unseen. Mrs. Wiltse often regretted 
leaving some of her dishes. 

Nineteen twenty-nine was the beginning of 
hard times. Dried out crops would be lucky to 
yield 10 bushels to the acre. Polynik rented the 
farm out to Manowich. Later he sold it to William 
Sulak. Peter Chibri also rented the farm for one 
year. 





Jevnes 

‘Tustan and Alice Jevne bought the farm from 
William Sulak on March 8, 1946. When they first 
came to look at the farm, they had to walk 
through the snow to get to the buildings. A fellow 
who was hauling feed told them, it would not be a 
good place to purchase, as the only thing that 
could be grown was greenfeed. However Tustan 
and Alice did not take his advice and found that 
although there were lean times, it was a good 
place to raise thelr family. In 1947 the Jevne’s 
planted the shelterbelt that now beautifies the 
farmstead. 

In 1952 the Medicine River flooded. In order to 

cross it, Tustan piled lumber in the wagon. From 
this precarious perch Alice held onto her babies 
and watched the logs and debris float by. 
‘he roads were noted for being impassable. 
‘One instance was the occasion of John and Marie 
‘Tkacik's wedding. As Judy was the flower girl it 
was imperative that they be on time. The Jevne 
family left at seven in the morning and arrived in 
Leedale at noon in time for the wedding. As the 
five miles to Leedale were impassable, they had 
to travel all the way to Rimbey and then back on 
the Leedale road. Often the truck had to be left 
on the main road and the family would either 
ride the tractor or walk home. However poor 
roads didn’t keep neighbors from visiting in 
those days. The Jevne’s were always noted for 
their wonderful hospitality. 


Walters 

‘Henry Walters purchased the farm in 1965. 
After being home to Butch and Sandra Walters in 
1965 and Tom and Elaine Walters in 1966 it 
became our first home in July of 1967. Once 
again the old house rang with cheery volces. The 
walls whispered their secrets. A house with at- 
mosphere, It had known sad and happy times. 
We enjoyed sharing our humble home with 
friends and relatives who came often. 

Now the old house stands vacant once again. 
With the help of our wonderful neighbors we 
erected a new home. Although Leedale, known 
as the “Greenfeed Valley,” may often be short of 











good crops, the people are its main asset. There 
is always ‘a helping hand to be found. Good 
neighbors and genuine friendships prevail. We 
plan on raising our family here and hope that 
once they leave to discover the world, they will 
always cherish the memories of growing up in 
the Leedale Valley. 


NE 3-41-45 
D. Clifford 
S. D. Clifford homesteaded the NE 4 — 
building a log house and a frame barn about 1910. 
Mr. and Mrs, Clifford had one girl, Mrs. Ed 
Gerlinger. They remained here until about i918 
Robert Lee (Dick or Gramp) Hollingsworth 
Dick Hollingsworth came to the valley, to the 
Clifford place, now owned by Vernon Belt, in the 
fall of 1919, bringing with him alarge herd of cat- 
tle expecting to let them rustle for thelr feed as 
they had on the prairies trom which they eame. 
‘The winter of 1919-1920 proved to be one of the 
longest and hardest of this country’s history 
with the snow coming early and deep, and stay’ 
ing long after spring should have come. 
‘Despite the efforts of Mr. Hollingsworth to get 
teed for his animals, he lost nearly all of his cat 
tle. He hauled hay from east of Lacombe, a 40. 
plus mile trip one way, and south of Red Deer, a 
50 mile trip one way, in his attempt to feed his 
starving animals. The bones of the animals re- 
main yet today, piled in a draw on the Belt farm, 
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just a reminder of some of the problems the ear- 
ly settlers had in this area. 

Dick wasn’t the only one to loose cattle that 
winter, there were very few, if any, that were 
able to bring their stock through. Many who 
thought they “had it made” when spring finally 
did arrive lost their animals when they went onto 
grass, for they had been starved so long they 
couldn't stand the feed. 

‘A more complete story of the Hollingsworth 
can be found elsewhere In this book. 


W. HL. Wills 

W. H. Wills lived on the Clifford place the 
winter of 1920-1921. He moved from here to 
Rimbey in the spring of 1921 to open a 
Photography shop. 


Harold Gee 

Harold Gee purchased the NE 34 from . D. 
Clifford about 1921. He had been a bank cleric in 
Calgary prior to moving here. He married Mrs. 
‘Tyson, a widow, and she had a daughter, Elsie. 
‘They had a son who died in infancy. They moved 
to Calgary about 1929, 








OLSEN, JOHN G. AND B. OLI 
‘John and Oli Oisen came to Wittenburg from 
Blaine, Wash. in 1905 to homestead the W 34-414. 
WS. Their mother came with them and stayed 
until John married, then returned to 
‘Washington. Oli passed away about 1910. 


Pete Mallback, 2, 2, 7,2, Mrs. Clay Aldtidge, 2, Mrs. Josephine 
Simmons, ?,Mis,” Leo) Benson. children in” front: Richard 
Mulback, 7,'Lioyd and Gilman Beason, 7, 7, Claude Benson, 
‘Charland Walter Aldridge, ?. 





John Olsen Fanily. 


John, born December 5, 1884, at Recine, 
Wash. married Hulda Jacobson, of Wittenburg, 
in 1914, They made their home on the farm, rais. 
ing their two daughters, Ellen and Thelma. In 
1942 they sold their farm to Glen Challand and 
moved to Edmonton. In 1944 they moved to Van- 
couver, B.C, where Ellen and Thelma still 
reside. 

This scripture, which was read at Mr. Olsen's 
funeral, describes him very well. 

“A devout man, and one that feared God with 
all his house, which gave much alms to the peo- 
ple, and prayed to God always.” (Aets 10:2) 
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It takes Bert Parker to bring home the big 
ones — last Saturday he caught an eleven pound 
fish measuring thirty-five Inches, in the 
Medicine River at Leedale. 

‘Mr. Parker was born in Oman, Michigan on 
‘August 27, 1878, He came to Canada to Vulcan, in 
1923. He worked in the mines and lumber camps 
much of his life. He and his wife Annie and three 
children, Donald, Harold and Charlotte lived in 
Leedale. He retired to Medicine Lake in about 








ert Parker house - 1983 


when the river went over i's banks 

































Bert Parke with his big fish, 


1053 and went to live with Charlotte in Calgary in 
1968. He passed away on November 21, 1973 at 
the age of 95 years. 


PAUL LYLE AND CLARA MARIE PIERSON 
(1927-1949, N.W. 13-42-4-W.5) — by Clara M. Pler- 
son 

‘My husband and I were both born in the 
United States. 

Paul was born in Lake Gage, Indlanna, 
January 28, 1893 and came to Canada with his 
mother and step-father, Homer and Etta Reed in 
1915. They settled in the Lockhart Valley. 

Twas born in Stark, Kansas on November 14, 
1893 and-came to Canada with my parents, 
‘Alfred and Rosetta Belle Coverdale in 1903. Dad 
filed on a homestead north of town but we never 
lived on it. We lived in a shack on the D. B. Pineo 
place, Dad then bought a Canadian Pacific 
Railway quarter four miles south of Rimbey or 
Kansas Ridge at that time. We moved there 
when the house was built. 

Paul and I were married in July, 1918. We 
farmed north of town for a while and it was there 
that our eldest daughter, Dorothea Mae, was 
born In May, 1919. We later moved to the old 
Coverdale home place where Doris Belle was 
born in April, 1923 and Lila Marie in April, 1925. 

‘We farmed there until the spring of 1927 when 








we moved to the Leedale District. We bought a 
Canadian Pacific Railway quarter for $10 an 
acre with ten years to pay. Paul had built a little 
shack and covered it with tar paper to live in for 
the summer, so we had to store most of our fur- 
niture and other belongings in a neighbor's barn 
until our house was built, A few days later the 
barn burned to the ground so we lost all our 
things. It was heartbreaking but couldn't be 
helped, P'll never forget how bad the mosquitoes 
were that summer and how cramped we were in 
the little shack. 

‘We managed to get some breaking done that 
year but we were anxious to get our house 
Started. Paul hauled the lumber from Lacombe 
and I helped with the carpentering. I could pound 
nails pretty good in those days, in fact I won a 
nail pounding contest when I was a girl, against 
T. A. Iddings in Rimbey. We didn’t get the house 
finished that fall but moved into it before winter. 

We lived as many other pioneer families did, 
with no modern conveniences or power 
machinery. We had a few milk cows, pigs and 
chickens, so we had our milk, eggs and butter 
which meant a lot 

Paul spent many a hot, sultry day driving the 
horses on the breaking plow, fighting horse flys 
and mosquitoes. We both worked hard, grubbing 
and pulling the big trees and plowing down the 
small ones. The brush was all piled by hand and 
then burned as it was readied for the plow. Paul 
walked many miles behind the harrows trying to 
level it before the crop was seeded and finally 
made a harrow cart so he could ride. 

T remember well the wash days, long and 
tiresome. We hauled water from the neighbors or 
carried it from the rain barrel. It was heated on 
the cookstove in wash bollers. ihad an old hand: 
operated washing machine but did a lot of the 
wash in the tub with the wash board. After they 
were rinsed in bluing, starched and hung out to 
dry, they were gathered In, sprinkled and ironed 
with the old sad irons. 

T did most of my little girls’ sewing, baked 
bread, milked cows and grew a big garden. I 
canned a lot of vegetables and the rest were 
stored in the root cellar. When the wild berries 
were ready, we would pack a plenic lunch and 
drive with team and wagon to a good berry patch 
and pick all day. When we got home and the 
chores were done, we would sit by the dimly lit 
kerosene lamp and clean berries so they could be 
canned come morning. 

‘Paul liked to hunt and fish. Every fall he went 
Big Game hunting and usualiy came home with 
the winter's supply of wild game. I canned some 
{n jars and the rest hung outside where it stayed 
frozen. There were quite a few grouse, prairie 
chicken, squirrel and rabbit at that time and 
when the meat supply dwindled they made a fine 
meal. 

‘Times were really hard during the depression 
years. Little was accomplished, as everyone 
knows who experienced the hungry thirties. 
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‘Everything was cheap in comparison to what it 
Is today but there was no money to buy with. 

‘Most of our groceries were got in exchange 
for fresh farm produce. I churned butter and got 
15¢ a pound and eggs were 12¢ per dozen, but it 
all helped to buy the essentials. 

Paul finally traded for a 1928 Chev car. We 
couldn't afford to run it very often, but we did use 
it for special occasions. 

In 1932 Paul was hauling lumber from Varty’s 
mill with a four horse team and wagon. The 
wagon overturned due to a wash in the road and 
he broke his arm. He was laid up for quite a while 
with that 

Dorothea scalded her leg when she was about 
14 years old. We finally got a $10 a month 
assistance from the Municipality to buy the 
medication she needed as the Doctor said she 
could stay at home. Paul worked the next 
summer with his team and frezno, moving dirt 
and building road, until the debt was paid up. 

Every spring I did papering and house clean- 
ing. I did sewing and knit many pairs of socks 
and mitts with the knitting machine in the 
winter. 

I could operate most of the farm machinery 
and in the fall I drove the horses on the binder 
and cut the crop while Paul did the stooking. I 
always helped him stack the hay and greenfeed 
bundles. He worked on the threshing rig in the 
fall, sometimes with the team and rack and other 
years he helped run the separator. 





Paul and Marie Pierson leaving for ther homestead at Faraway 
1940, 


In 1940 we filed on a homestead 20 miles west 
in the Faraway District. It cost us $10 and we had 
to prove up on it. That is, break ten acres a year 
and spend two months a year on it. Every spring 
we would load up enough supplies to do us a 
month and with a four horse team and wagon 
head for the homestead. We broke 25 acres, built 
a shack and small barn and in 1943 sold it for 
$500. 

Our big outing for the year was the Leedale 
Celebration. The whole community gathered at 
the hall grounds to play ball, horse shoe, run foot, 
races etc. They had a booth and sold hot dogs, 











coffee, pop, ice cream, ete. We would spend the 
ay, go home and do chores and then go back to 
the dance at night. 

We really enjoyed the Christmas concerts too. 
Several families would get together and with 
team and sleigh drive for miles to see the 
children perform. The drive in the cold, crisp air, 
with sleigh bells jingling and the horse’s feet 
squeaking in the cold will never be forgotten. 

We hired a man for the winter through the 
Government plan where the government paid $5 
a month and we paid $5 a month, board and 
room. They helped get firewood up, cut posts, cut 
ice for the ice house and helped with chores. 

Paul was a kind and friendly man, well liked 
by everyone. He was a hall board member and a 
school trustee. He acted as Game Guardian and 
was a license vendor for years. 

1 was a member of the Leedale Women’s 
Institute and took part in many money-making 
plays. 

Dorothea attended the Symonds school before 
we moved and then the girls rode horseback two 
and one-half miles to Leedale school. 





Paul and Marie Pierson’s 4th Anniversary. Seated - daughters 
‘Dots and Dorotha = aken 1938 





In 1949, we sold the farm to R. Stuart and 
bought an acreage at Leslieville. We kind of 
semi-retired and took it a bit easier. In March, 
1961 Paul suffered a stroke and passed away in 
Rocky Mountain House Hospital. I rented the 
land for a while and then sold the acreage in 1972 
and moved back to Rimbey. 

‘The girls are all living quite close. Dorothea 
and Charles live at Leslieville. Doris and Junior 
ona farm that joins the old farmstead, and Lila 
and Steve live in Edmonton. 1 ‘have 17 
grandchildren and 19 great-grandchildren. I will 
bbe 84 years old this fall, do my own housework 
and enjoy many social functions. I keep myself 
busy with crocheting and knitting. 

‘We worked hard the years we lived at 
Leedale, but we were young and healthy. I have 
many happy memories — with family and 
friends while we were there. 





JOHN AND MARY PLUMB — E. 4 22-42-4-W5 

My husband, Jack, was born at Blackfalds 
and I, Mary Jane Graves, was born at Lacombe. 
We lived at the coast where our five children 
were born near Victoria, British Columbia. They 
are Bob, Pam, Beverly, Billy and Audrey and all 
married now. 

We moved to the farm west of Rimbey after 
Jack's brother, Tom passed away in 1959. We 
Spent the summers there and in the fall went 
back to Victoria. The days we spent on the farm 
were the happiest days of our lives. 


John Plumb on tractor - pring 1960. 


Being born in the city the children were used. 
to all the conveniences but on our Leedale farm 
we had no electricity, no radio, a small cabin 
with coal oll lamps and outhouse. 

‘The neighbor's children from Victoria came 
to visit and thought pumping water by hand was 
the greatest, wanted their dad to get a pump and 
take it home. 

‘A couple of teenagers who came to Leedale to 
visit thought it was great until we had a big 
hailstorm. In Victoria thunder and lightning is so 
rare most people don’t know what it is. The boys 
‘thought for sure the end had come and went back 
to Victoria the next day. 

In June 1962, we sold the farm to Elwood and 
Dorothy Young and my husband, Jack, passed 
away that same year. 

[believe the greatest inspiration came from 
the people. The way the farmers got together to 
help each other. Everyone seemed to know 
everyone and had a genuine concern for each 
other and their families. We found our neighbors 
were so friendly and helpful. We felt welcome 
and wanted from the start. 

We learned first hand that an abundance of 
material things do not make happiness, but 
freedom and good people do. 





‘THOMAS HENRY PLUMB 

‘Thomas Henry Plumb was born at Blackfalds 
‘on May 24th, 1902. He lived in that area until he 
enlisted in the Royal Canadian Army in 1940, and 
served during the war years. 














‘Tom Plumb and bis dos, Tedd. 


In 1946 he purchased the SE 22-42-4-W.5, and 
farmed there until he passed away in February, 
1959. 

‘Tom was a good neighbor and was always 
willing to lend a helping hand. 


PRICE, CLELAND 

Cleland Price was born in Vermilion, Alta, in 
‘March of 1913, and moved with his parents to the 
United States when he was an infant. In 1919, 
they moved to Golden, B.C., where they lived un: 
til moving to Alberta’ in 1925. 

Cleland worked in the mines at Nordegg for 
many years and came to the Leedale district in 
1946. He worked for Leo Benson in the saw mill 
tor a time, and then decided to go farming. He 
bought the SW 14-42-4-W5 from Mrs. Hanna; the 
SW 15 from Russell Stewart, and the NE 15 from 
Floyd Brun. He raised a lot of cattle and worked 
hard on the farm. He later sold the farm and 
rented Mrs. Matson’s land until his death in 1976, 

He had three sisters, Mrs. Ann Costyk, Mrs, 
Jean Fabreau, and Mrs. May Reistad, ‘all of 
Calgary 

Cle was a good neighbor and always willing to 
lend a helping hand. 
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RANGEN, AUDREY EVERNDEN 

Audrey, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Evernden, was born Sept. 15, 1916. 

‘My father, who decided far away pastures 
looked greener, went to California in 1924, where 
he had a sister and brothers. 

In January, 1925 my mother and four of us 
children moved seven miles west of Leedale, 
where my mother kept house for Mr. Wilson Cox. 

Mr. Cox was a well-to-do man at that time, he 
had several quarters of land at Leedale and also 
in the Bentley district, and he had a good-sized 
herd of cattle. My sister, Strousie, enjoyed riding 
horseback so a pony was bought for her. She lost 
this pony when it was kicked by another horse 
and had to be destroyed, so another was bought 
so Strousie could round up the cattle once in a 
while to see how many had been lost to coyotes, 
wolves or rustlers. Those days the cattle roamed 
all the land that wasn’t seeded to grain or hay. 

‘There used to be just a trail called Varty Mill 
Road west from Leedale so in 1930-31 the farm: 
ers got together with horses and scrapers and 
built a road as far west as Aurora, In 1950 the oil 
wells began to come in so the road was built on 
west to join the Bingley road. The road south to 
Leslieville had been widened and graveled. 

In 1928 my father returned for Strousle, Lols 
and me. He took me to Edmonton, then sent me 
on to Galahad; Lols stayed with our grand- 
parents in Lacombe and Strousie returned to 
California with father where she still resides. 

Treturned to the Leedale area in 1929 with my 
sister and brother-in-law, Velma and Harold 
Misner, where I lived until 1938, except for four 
winters 1935.39 when I went to’ Didsbury Bible 
School. 

In 1941 I married Mr. Carl Rangen and we 
lived on his farm, eight miles north of Eckville, 
until 1971. We have three sons; Irving, Ross and 
Albert and a foster daughter Cheryl. 

After Carl passed away Oct, 19, 1971, Imoved 
to Vancouver, B.C. where I still reside, 





JOSEPH CLEMENT RAUDEBAUGH 

Joseph Raudebaugh was born in the United 
States in 1883. He came to Canada In 1911 and 
was a veteran of the First World War 1914-1918. 

He came to the Rimbey district in 1921 and 
lived in Leedale with his wife and family from 
about 1940 on. They had eight children, Leo, 
Elmer, Alvin, Robert, Irene, Edna, Pearl and 
Edith. 

He passed away in 1961 at the age of 78 years. 


‘THE REPAS FAMILY 

In 1924, Mr. Abel Repas left his home 
Matronovak, Hungary, coming to the coal min- 
ing town of Taber, Alberta. He worked for three 
years there, then moved to Hillcrest, where his 
wife, Mary’ and three eldest children, Helen, 
Vidor and Charlle joined him from the old coun: 
try. Two more sons were born here, Joe and Er. 
nie, 

















Helen was married in 1932 to Joe Berze, who 
also worked in the mines. They have two sons, 
Joe Jr. and Zolton, and live in the Forshee dis- 
triet 

‘Ih 1938 they left the coal mines to begin farm- 
ing at Leedale, purchasing the SW-9-42-4-W5. He 
brought with him the newest car to the district, a 
11930 Essex Super Six. With few roads and money 
scarce it was not driven much and was eventuai- 
ly sold. Travel was done with horses for many 
years before he acquired another motor vehicle, 
a farm truck. 

‘There was lots of work to be done. The first 
winter was spent cleaning the seed grain by 
hand, the children helping when they got home 
from’ school. It was slow, tedious work and took 
all winter. 

‘The language spoken at home was their 
native Hungarian, though the children soon 
learned English’ and spoke this between 
themselves. Mrs. Repas spoke little English, 
though was able to communicate to others who 
came to visit, There were other Hungarian 
families in the district with whom she often 
visited. She was known as a kind warm hearted 
person by those who remember her. She passed 
away July 9, 1963 at the age of 64 years. 

‘Their young son, Joe died in 194i at the age of 
16, Thelr second daughter, Violet, was born after 
‘coming to the farm. She was the only one of the 
family to gain a high school education and went 
on to train as a Certified Nursing Aide. 

The Repas children attended the one room 
Leedale School, walking a distance of three and 
one-half miles, morning and afternoon. If the 
river was low enough they could wade it and go 
across country, cutting one and one-half miles 
from thelr walk. 

‘The family milked a few Shorthorn cows until 
the mid 40's shipping cream to Bluffton via Mon- 
talbetti's cream truck. The truck also brought 
needed groceries on the return route. Trips to the 
town of Rimbey, some 15 miles away were 
seldom made. Mail came to the post office at 
Leedale and the general store there provided the 
necessities as well as machinery repairs. 

‘As the years went on Mr. Repas acquired 
more land, four quarters in all. He owned a 
threshing machine to harvest his crops which 
were, barley, wheat, oats and some rye. 

Neighbors helped with the harvesting, haul- 
ing bundles and had their own crops threshed in 
return. Few wages were paid or received at that 
time. Mrs. Repas’ old country cooking was much 
appreciated at meal time. The harvesting lasting 
nearly two weeks at times. 

Berries were usually plentiful, and many 
were picked and canned for winter. Blueberries, 
saskatoons and chokeberries from which they 
also made wines. 

Vidor left home to join the army as the Second 
World War raged across Europe. He served with 
the Princess Patricia, driving a truck with 
supplies. Upon his return from the war he 











married Dorothy Golley and settled down to 
farm the SE-17-424-W5, which was the former 
Herman Lowe place. They have four children 
and farmed until 1973 when they sold the land 
and moved to an acreage near Red Deer. 

Charlie left home at the age of 15, working at 
various jobs in Alberta and British Columbla 
before returning to farming. He married Marion 
Owen, from the Willesden Green district and 
bought the SW-8.42-4-W5 from Tom Lloyd. They 
have four children. 

Ernie farmed with his dad for a few years, 
then he married Myrtle Lawson, from the 
‘Meadow Vale district. He purchased the NE-7-42- 
4-W5, one of the quarters his dad owned, and they 
make their home there. They have five children. 
Tn 1974 when the home place was sold, Ernie 
purchased two more quarters, thus keeping the 
Jand in the Repas name. 

Violet married Elmer Solberg, also of the 
Leedale district. They are living in St. Albert and 
have five children. 

Mr. Repas, at the age of 82, is presently 
residing in the Rimbey Auxillary Hospital, his 
health and memory are both quite good for his 
age. 





ROSTAD, J. J. 

Mr, Rostad settled first on what now is the 
Giesbrecht place, then moved to the NE 35-41-4. 
W5, building a house on the west side of the 
quarter (across the fence, east, from where the 
Leedale Hall now sets). Being a very wet quarter 
it was not broke up until about 1949, by Dan 
Myers, shortly before he sold it to Edgar Robi 
son. 

Mr. Rostad also built the barns for Terry 
Challand and Mullbacks. 

‘The Rostad children attended the Leedale 
School in 1916 or 1917. 

Mrs, Terry (Lou) Challand ran a “Bargain 
Store" which was located on this land while Mr. 
Rostad owned it. 





ROYAN 

In December of 1937, George and Josephine 
Royan moved to Leedale where Edwin, Gena 
and Carl were born. 

‘On returning home after the war, George 
went into partnership in the blacksmith with his 
father-in-law, Carl Aske, until November, 1950 
when the Royans moved into Rimbey. 

‘That same month Bob was born and two and 
one-half-years later Annamae was born. 

George worked for the town of Rimbey until 
he was forced to resign due to poor health. 

He passed away December, 1968, 

Josephine Royan still resides in Rimbey. 


RUTLEDGE, MR. AND MRS. FRED 

‘Mr. and "Mrs. Fred Rutledge moved to 
Leedale in the 1940's, Mrs. Rutledge, Evelyn 
Ann, was born in England in 1896 and came with 
her parents to Manitoba. In 1928, she married 














Edwin Royan feeding a botle of pop to the cub bear that Ivan 
‘Adams brought to Leedale from out west at tme of fie. 


Fred and moved to Alberta living at Turner 
Valley and Leedale. 

‘Mr. Rutledge had lost an arm and had a hook 
when he could use as well as most men did their 





ey had seven children; Alfred, Robert, 

Fredrick, Clifford, Eliza, Clara and Evelyn. 
Mr. Rutledge died in November 1950 and Mrs. 

Rutledge at Turner Valley, May 27, 1956. 


SHIPLEY, ARTHUR W. CHAPMAN AND 

GLADYS M. — Written by Gladys M. Shipley 
Arthur Chapman was born in England, He 

came to Canada and then returned to England to 





‘Arthur W. Chapman and Gladys M. Shipley - 1934 







serve his country in the first World War. He was 
gassed while on duty there. 

He returned after the war to Calgat 
and worked on a job where I, Gladys 
worked. 

We decided to leave the city and buy a farm so 
purchased the NE 24-42-4-W5 in 1936, It was nine 
miles west of Rimbey. 

In the years that followed we built a barn and 
paid for the farm, 





‘Arthur Chapman and Gladys Shipley's house - 1936, 


I played the organ at the Mount View school 
the year that Rev. Parr held church there. Then 
Rev, Don Littlejohns and family picked me up to 
play the organ at Mount View and also Leedale 
United Church, whenever the organist was not 
able to be there. 

We spent 17 years on the farm and in 1953 sold 
out and moved back to Calgary, and then to Vie- 
torla B.C. Mr. and Mrs, Abe Giesbrecht now own 
the farm. 

Arthur bought a small house on N. Pender 
Island and lived there for several years near his 
sister and husband. He passed away in the vet's 
hospital in November, 1976. 

Thave been quite well, but recently had sur- 
gery. Iwas 84 on July 2, 1977 and live in an apart- 
meat in Vietorla, B. 

T visited Rimbey with Rev. and Mrs. Little- 
johns this fall and enjoyed visiting with old 
friends. 





SIBLING, ALLAN 8.W, 28-42-4-W5 

Allan was born in Walkerton, Ontario and 
came west with his parents in 1918 when he was a 
very young boy. 

in’ 1939°he came from his home in Alsask, 
Saskatchewan to the Rimbey district. He worked 
on the farm for such people as Jack Beatty, 
Wilfred Marchildon, and Bill Mickey. In 1944 he 
went to the Leedale district and worked for 
farmers, such as Harold Mason, Oscar Brown, 
Glenn Challand, and J. McElroy. 

He later acquired some land of his own in the 
Leedale district and farmed there until 1955. 
While there he had bachelor neighbors that he 








Allan Sieling and nephew, Gordon Gauley 


chummed with, Thelr names were Tom Plumb 
and Clo Price, so people used to say: “Here 
comes Ceiling Price on Plumbs”. 

‘Allan was a very hard working man and a 
great lover of horses. They were always given 
the best of care and he was very proud and kind 
to them, 

In 1956 Allan had enough of farming and sold 
his farm to . J. McElroy. He went back to his 
home town of Aisask where he got a job at the 
new Air Base and made it the beautiful place it is 
to-day. He planted and looked after ap- 
proximately 10,000 trees of all kinds, as well as 
keeping the grounds at the Air Base like a show 
place. His labors did not go unrecognized 
however. In 1975 at the age of 65, he retired from 
the Air Base. A large party was given in his 
honour. He was presented with a gold scrolled 
plaque signed by Plerre Elliot Trudeau, Prime 
Minister of Canada. 





Pete Skinner walked through the Valley Inthe 1930's carrying 
ail he owned on his back. He made Ms bome where ever he 
happened tobe. 





SIMPKINS, MRS. GROVER (MARGARET) — 
by Margaret Simpkins 

Teame to Canada In 1906, as a child, with my 
parents, Mrs. and Mrs. Bill Gardiner. My father 
and uncle, Tom Gardiner, came the year before 
and built a little sod roof shack and plowed up a 
small garden patch. We came up by train, known 
as a settler’s car, which was filled with cattle, 
horses and machinery. We got to the town of 
Lacombe on June 6, 1906. It rained all that 
‘summer and our little shack leaked every time it 
rained, The next year my father broke 40 acres 
of land which we put Into wheat. It froze in the 
blossom so father cut it for feed. Those early 
years It froze every month of the year, but we 
lived good. We had all the wild meat we needed 
and all the rivers and lakes were full of fish. 
Father was a good hunter and trapper. Every lit- 
tle pond was full of rats, they were a good price. 
On our way to school one morning we saw 
several lynx up a tree which my father came 
and shot. As the years went by the country 
changed for the better. 

Tt was in 1920 when I met my husband, Grover. 
He also heard of the free land up in Canada and 
he came from Helena, Montana in 1919. We lived 
at Leedale until 1933, when again we heard of the 
Peace River country, the land of milk and honey, 
which proved to be so true. We liked the country 
and the people. 

When we lived at Leedale, I remember hauling 
oats to Eckville for four cents a bushel in 1926. 

We had four children when we set out for the 
Peace country and we wished we had come 20 
years before. The worst draw-back to this coun- 
iry then was no one had water wells and it was a 
long haul from the Smoky River. I remember 
melting snow for 85 head of cattle. 

‘Then World War II came which took many of 
our boys and the country was left short handed. 
It also claimed the lives of our two boys, Riley 
and Mickel, but that is the way life is, some good, 
some bad. 

My husband passed away in 1958 after a short 
illness, I now make my home with my two boys, 
Willard and Ben, Our daughter lives in Edmon- 
ton and son, Alvin and family live in Red Deer. 
We have had a good life in this Peace country, I 
have had my good health. What more could one 
wish for? 





SORENSON, PETER AND ELIZABETH 
‘Andrew Peter Sorenson was born in 
Haarsteu, Denmark In 1877 and came to 
Nebraska U.S.A. in 1896, His wife Elizabeth was 
born in Essex, England in 1886 and came to 
Calgary, Alberta at the age of 19 years. They 
were married in 1911 and lived in the United 
States until 1925 when they moved to Bassano. 
Tn 1934 they came to the Rimbey district and 
bought the SE 27-42-4.W5 from Bing Engebretson 
in the Mount View district. Bing had bought the 
quarter because of the Mount View school site. 











‘The school had been moved to a new location, 
one mile west and a half mile north. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sorenson had one daughter 
Eileen Marie and a son Fredrich Don Pannell 
(by former marriage) who lived in Seattle 
Washington. 

Mr. Sorenson kept busy with the farm work. 
His wife was an ardent gardener and 
homemaker. 

In 1947 they sold the farm and retired. After a 
short stay in Rimbey, they went to British 
Columbia and then back to Calgary. Mr. Soren: 
son passed away on January 19, 1958 at the age of 
81 years. 

‘After her husband's death Mrs. Sorenson 
moved back to Rimbey to make her home and 
passed away in the Rimbey Auxiliary Hospital 
on August 7, 1961, at the age of 75 years. 


STEWART, RUSSEL AND VERONA — by T. 
Hanna 

‘They came by covered wagon from Bracken, 
Saskatchewan to Allx, Alberta in the 1930's 
where they farmed for’a short time. They had 





‘Rus and Verona Stewart, Valerie and Gordon (Bunky) 


two children then, Valerle and Gordon (Bunky). 

‘They then moved to the Leedale district SE 
15-42-4:W5, sold there and purchased the NW of 
48 and later the NE of 2 before moving to Red 

eer. 

‘Thelr family then was three girls and two 
boys. Valerie married Bob Boos of Gleichen, 
they had a girl and a boy. Valerie passed away 4 
few years ago. Gordon married Gelaine Olsen of 
Beniley and they have three boys. Caroline (born 
at Alix) married Joe Larson of Prince George, 
B.C. They have three boys and one girl. Dennis 
(Danny) married Pat Dann of Eekville and they 
have one boy. Terry married Skip Peterson of 
Alhambra. They have two girls and a boy. 

Besides farming Russel was a truck driver. 
After living at Red Deer for some years they sold 
out and bought an acreage at Rocky Mountain 
House. 

Russel passed away in 1972 — results of a 
truck accident. Verona now lives on an acreage 
at Alhambra. 


781 


SW 35-41-4 W3. 

DEE FINCH, a bachelor, settled on a raw 
Canadian Pacific Railway quarter, SW 35 — 
before 1910. He sold and moved to Bentley about 
1919. He married Mrs. Fallis at Bentley. 

‘MR. AND MRS. JACK SHERMAN purchased 
the SW 35— about 1919 and lived there until they 
moved to British Columbia about 1938. They had 
no children, Mr. Sherman was a veteran of 
World War i. Mrs. Emma Sherman, a sister of 
Bill Lee's, was very active in community work. 
While here Bill Lee built the barn, which is stili 
standing, for them. 





Jack and Emma Sherman - 1930. 


Harley Belt rented the land until it was sold to 
MR. AND MRS. OLIVER GRIFFIN in about 
1942. Oliver and Pearl had one son, Richard, who 
resides in Edmonton. Mr. and Mrs. Griffin were 
active in community affairs. Pearl played the 
piano for many Christmas concerts and other 
functions held at the hall. Oliver loved to curl at 
the local rink. Many will remember him slapping 
his knee, saying, “I get a bang out of that.” 

Many ‘winter ‘evenings were spent playing 
cards, games, having a sing song or just visiting 
in thelr old and later, new house, 

Oliver passed away in Ontario July 12, 1963 and 
Pearl in British Columbia in September 1970. 

In 1962 the land was purchased by MR. AND 
MRS. LEE MANNIX, who resided there until 
1965 and still own the land. 








THOMSON, MR. AND MRS. JAMES S. 

Jim Thomson was born in Scotland and came 
to Canada with his brother, William in 1935. He 
worked at Didsbury and other places before he 
bought a C.P.R. quarter at Leedale. It was the 
SW 13-42-45, 

In 1938 he married Dorothea Pierson and in 
October 1939 Lyle James was born. In February 
1941 he had a chance to go to Pincher Creek to 
Tun a garage so they sold their stock and 
machinery to 0. B. Moore and moved, but in 














December 1941 they returned to the farm. In 
February 1942 a second son, John Leslie, was 
born, A year passed and they moved to 
Leslieville to operate a garage there. 

"They sold the farm to O. McElroy in May 1944 
and it was in March that year that Allan Wayne 
arrived. In October 1947 William Paul was born. 

In 1948 they decided to move to Leedale where 
they built a new home and a garage. Here Jim 
sold gas and did all kinds of mechanical work 
and welding. 





Mr. and Mes, James 8. Thomson with sons, Lyle, John, Allan 
and Billy - 1988, 


In 1952 the garage was sold to E. Masuch and 
Jim went to work on an oll rig. 

Lyle lives in Calgary, and has two boys and 
two girls. 

‘John lives in Edmonton, and has two boys. 

‘Allan has accepted a job in Libya and has 
three boys. 

Bill lives in Red Deer and has two boys. 





JOHNNY AND VALENT TKACIK 

‘Johnny and Valent and their families are liv- 
ing on the old Bill Broderson place N.W. 2-42-4- 
W3 at Leedale, which they purchased in 1947. The 
house, built in 1903 was once the Wittenburg 
store, post office and dance hall. It is still stand- 
ing and has become a landmark for many of the 
early settlers who come back to visit. We have 
spent many enjoyable afternoons reliving the 
history of Wittenburg with them. In 1969 we im- 
ported our first simmental heifer from 








‘Switzerland and we named our place ““Witten- 
burg Simmental Ranch”. 

Before settling in Leedale, Johnny and Valent 
worked for many different farmers during the 
summer. In the winters they worked at the saw: 
mills. Lawton Brothers, McTighes, Johnny 
Jones, Clarence Eadie and Earl Gray were some 
mills they worked at. 

Valent was in the armed forces from 1944- 
1946. Johnny hauled cream for D. J. Myers for a 
number of years. He also made many trips to 
Calgary with catile and brought groceries back 
for the store. 

Johnny and Marie Ervin were married in 
1955, They have four children. Beverley — work- 
ing in Edmonton after completing an executive 
secretarial course at N.A.LT. Patty, Mavis and 
Gary at home. 

Valent married Orva Olson in 1957 and they 
have four children. Valerie — taking ladies’ 
hairstyling at N.A\LT. in Edmonton, Gwen, 
Bradley, and Kristine at home. 


JOSEPH AND ELIZABETH TKACIK 

In 1928 Joseph Tkacik immigrated to Canada 
from Senglar, Czechoslovakia. He worked 
around Eckville with the Johnson Bros. and Leo 
Zaleski. He started working for Mr. Bill Broder- 
son in 1930 at the home place and at Lockhart for 
$15 a month plus room and board. At this time 15 
people lived there. Joe often told of the time he 
was haullng hay from Lockhart to Leedale and 
upset the load 12 times due to the deep snow and 
artis. 

‘Another story that was told about Joe was his, 
last driving experience. Joe drove Elizabeth and 
‘Mrs, Withers to a picnic at Gimlet. The trip was 
uneventful on the way down. On the way home 
the two ladies did a bit of back seat driving which 
upset Joe. Consequently he drove through the 
gate without opening it. To my knowledge this 
was the last time Joe drove a car. 

Mrs, Tkacik, Elizabeth, Agnes and Valent 
arrived at the home place at Leedale in March of 
1933, Valent's second day in Canada proved dis- 
astrous when he became enthused about the 
horses and had his thumb smashed between the 
end of the wagon tongue and a post. Mrs. 
‘Johnsman stitched the thumb up for him. It was 
difficult for Mrs, Tkacik as she did not under- 
stand English, but being a very good cook and 
seamstress managed very well. 

Mr. O. B. Moore hired Joe in 1937 and until 
11940 the family lived in Benjamin, Andrews and 
Mountain View districts. The highlight of this 
five year period was July 20, 1938 when Frank 
and Johnay arrived from Czechoslovakia. The 
‘was once again united. Their joy was 
dimmed a little the second day when a terrible 
hailstorm struck the district. 

In 1940 they bought a place south of Gimiet 
and settled in to their own home on the quarter 
NW 3-41-4-W5, Valent, Liz, and Agnes attended 
the Gimlet school. The Broderson place NW 2-42- 








4.5. was rented by Joe in 1945, Valent and John. 
ny bought it in 1947, 

Joe and Elizabeth lived on this place until 1956 
when they retired to Red Deer. The welcome mat 
was always out and many people enjoyed their 
hospitality. ‘They were both avid gardeners and 
had beautiful flowers. Two of Elizabeth's 
brothers visited Canada, John in 1965 and Carl in 
1968, 

‘The last_mass celebrated in the Catholic 
Church at Leedale was Joe and Elizabeth's 
Golden Wedding Anniversary where they 
renewed thelr wedding vows. ‘This was held 
September 2nd, 1968. 





‘The Tkacik Family - Valent, Johany, Frank, Agnes, Sophie and 
Mary. Joe and Elizabeth siting. ESeabet s missing. 


Joe and Elizabeth Tkacik had 7 children; 
Frank living at Leedale; Johnny living at 
Leedale; Valent living ‘at Leedale; Mrs. 
Elizabeth Williams at Taber; Mrs. Agnes Satnik 
at St. Paul, Minnesota; Mrs. Sophie Jenson at 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Mrs. Mary Naslund 
‘at Edmonton; 28 grandchildren and 2 great- 
grandchildren 

Elizabeth passed away January 14, 1972; Joe 
passed away June 10, 1973. 

The hospitality extended by Joe and 
Elizabeth and the regard they had for their 
friends and neighbours will never be 
forgotten. 


VARTY’S 

Herb and Bill Varty (brothers) moved from 
Kitscoty, Alta. to the Faraway district and 
started up thelr sawmill in 1921. 

Herb’s wife Edna and three children, Jimmie, 
Alice and Bert joined them in 1922, as did another 
brother, James and wife, Mae. 

In 1928, Herb, Edna’ and family moved to 
Leedale where Herb ran a lumber yard, The 
lumber was sawed at Faraway, then hauled, by 
truck, to Leedale to be sold. They also hauled 
cattle, grain, and other farm produce for the 


farmers in the area. Thelr business included sell- 
Ing gas from their pump at the lumber yard. 

In 1935 they did custom sawing for different 
people; Hayward’s, Hohn’s, Becker's, Draper's, 
Laye’s, White’s and in the spring of 1936 sawed 
for many on the Medicine River. Later that year 
‘the mill was moved back to Faraway. 

Herb and Edna returned to Faraway, closing 
the lumber yard in 1940, remaining there all their 
lives. Herb passed away in 1951, Edna, October 
7, 1972. 

‘They had 11 children, namely: Jimmie, of 
Faraway, Alice, of Chauvin, Bert, of Winlaw, 
B.C., Dorothy, of Hussar, Alva, of Calgary, Bill, 
of Rocky Mountain House, Earl and Bob, of 
Faraway, Shirley, of Leslieville, Don, of Vaux- 
hall, and Jeannine, of Elkwater. 














WASHBURN, M. L. AND JOHN H. 

‘M. L. Washburn homesteaded the SW 12-42-4- 
WS taking out an application for homestead July 
15, 1905. 

John H. Washburn took out an application for 
homestead on the NW 12 on April 30, 1906. Both 
these are now referred to as the Frowd or 
Cumberland places. 

Washburn children attended the Leedale 
School in 1907. Both families left the valley 
before 1912. 

We are sorry no other information is available 
on these families. 


WASHKEVICH, KONON AND ELIZABETH 

‘Mr. Konon Washkevich came to Canada in 
11928 from the province of Grodno which was un- 
der Polish rule then. His family lived in the 
municipality of Kobrin and the nearest village 
was Laskowo. The nationality of the people was 
called Byelorussian. After working at various 
laboring jobs for several years, Mr. Washkevich 
came to Rimbey by way of C.P.R. frelght train in 
the early spring of 1934. A friend, Sam Zaichuck, 
lived on the SE-15-42-4'W5. (The land was later 
owned by Russel Stewart and then by a miner 
trom Nordegg.) Later until about 1964, the land 
was owned by Cleland Price. When Mr. Zaichuck 
tried to sell this land in 1996, he was not able to 
obtain $50. for the quarter section! 

‘Mr. Washkevich and a friend, Steve Zaetz, 
started walking to the Zalchuck place. They 
were going by way of the ‘Midland Road’ and 
when they came by Mr. Lyle Visger’s place he 
was in the process of building a log barn. At the 
time Visgers lived one-half mile east and three 
miles north of Leedale. They followed that road 
straight west across the swamp to where 
Zaichuck’s lived. Mr. Washkevich lived at Sam's 
for three weeks whtie making arrangements to 
purchase the NW-15-42-4-W5, which is one mile 
‘west and one mile north of Sam's. This land was 
first owned by Bob Fox, then Joe Miklas and then 
Joe Klepadlo from whom Mr. Washkevich 
bought it. The road came from the south, turned 
west past Sam's place, (the same route it still 

















takes), and ended at the place Mr, Washkevich 
chose. From there to the north the road was only 
a trail. There was no bridge over the small creek 
that crossed the trail, so in order to be able to get 
to the road, which now runs straight west of 
Rimbey, Mr. Washkevich built the first bridge 
that crossed the creek in the summer of 1934, In 
order to build the bridge, he obtained two heavy 
beams that were left over from a bridge that was 
built over the Medicine River west of where Jim 
Lukocs now lives. (At that time Frank Fox 
owned the Lukocs place.) Across these beams 
‘Mr. Washkevich then laid poplar logs and this 
was the ‘bridge’. 

As soon as Mr. Washkevich obtained the 
property, he started building on it. All the 
buildings were of logs, the house was a kitchen, 
bedroom and pantry, had a roof of slabs and each 
time it rained, it was little drier inside than it had 
been outside!’ There was also a small log barn 
and a chicken house. There was a hand dug well 
on the property, which Mr. Washkevich later dug 
deeper to a depth of 40 feet. He changed the 
water-drawing mechanism to a crank and pail on 
the end of a rope, which served until a pump was 
installed about 12 years later. 

The first spring Mr. Washkevich purchased 
two horses from Mr. Bowman who lived on the 
present George Patterson place; and one from 
Earl Rimbey, who lived where the Rimbey 
‘Transport is now located. He purchased a sulky 
plow from Joe Klepadio, who then lived on the 
present Armstrong place. That spring Mr. 
Washkevich attended a farm sale near Gilby and 
bought a cow and calf for $22.50; a horse for $40. 
and a set of harrows. A 16 run disc drill was 
bought later. To seed the first crop a drill was 
borrowed from William Polanuk, who then lived 
where John Walters now lives. After Polanuks 
left there, the land was owned for a short time by 
one named Suliak (a brother-in-law of Mr. 
Skorieko's). The Skorleko family owned the pres- 
ent Armstrong land for many years. After 
Polanuk sold his land, it was bought by Mr. 
‘Tustan Jevne and family and then the Walters 
family. 

‘Mr. Washkevich planted wheat, oats and 
barley on the 40 acres that was then cultivated 
land. The crops grew very well, but frosts came 
early and often, and many times the crops ended 
up as just cattle feed. A binder was borrowed 
from Mr. Polanuk to cut the first crop and from 
‘Mr. Mike Zaetz the second year. There was a 
family named Guth, who lived’ where Burns 
Kilpatrick now lives, and a binder was bought 
from them for $50. 

When the men arrived at Sam’s place, Steve 
Zaetz stayed only a couple days, then returned to 
‘Bowden and came back within a short time with 
Steve's brother Mike, his wife Sylvia (who was 
Mrs. Washkevich’s sister) and their two 
daughters, Mary and Annie. They all moved into 
the house with Mr. Washkevich and then worked 
on their house on the present Hamilton place, 








moving there about a month later. That summer 
the men all spent many hours clearing bush and 
breaking land with horses. 

In October of 1934, Mrs. Washkevich and son, 
Michael arrived at their new home in Canada. At 
the time Mike was nine years old. When she was 
shown all the land that made up a quarter section 
of land, it was very hard for Mrs. Washkevich to 
believe that they could possibly own all that 
property! Back in the homeland the parcels of 
Jand had been divided up into very small lots. 

Each winter Mr. Washkevich spent any spare 
minutes brushing land by hand. The first land 
breaking he did with horses and a one furrow 
plow. He did about ten acres this way. The next 
piece of breaking was done by some of the Ben- 
son family at a cost of four dollars per acre, then 
in later years by Mr. Bill Ainsworth who lived 
with the Harley Belt family and used a tractor 
that was owned by Mr. O. B. Moore. Mr. Moore 
‘was well known throughout the area for helping 
many people obtain credit, land, machinery, 
stock of any other transactions necessary. 

‘The Mount View school was located to the 
north of the Washkevich farm about three miles 
and also a school was located near Leedale on 
the acreage presently owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwin Solberg. Mike attended school at Leedale 
and his first teacher was Mr. John Hambry. To 
get to school, most of the chiidren walked, but a 
few rode horses or had a buggy to ride in and 
drove a horse (if one could be found that would 
co-operate). 

In September, 1935 a daughter, Mary, was 
born. “Mrs. Washkevich’s sister, “Mrs. Zaetz 
attended as mid-wife but Dr. John Byers, a well- 
known practitioner in the Rimbey and Ponoka 
areas, who was then practising in Rimbey, had 
to be called. At that time telephones were not 
common, so Mr. Washkevich went to Polanuk’s 
place and he had an old cat with which he drove 
‘Mr. Washkevich to Leedale where Mrs. Lindsay, 
‘who then ran the post office, had a telephone. Dr. 
Byers then came by car. He practised In Rimbey 
until going into the services in World War II. 

Future births, Nena, in November 1937, and 
Peter in January, 1940, were attended by Mrs. 
Zaetz only. Nadia was born in the hospital in 
Rimbey (presently auxiliary hospital) with the 
doctor in charge then being Dr. Beugas. For 
quite a good many years there was no dentist in 
Rimbey. 

The first land payment was to be cash 
(including all back taxes). Payment of $150. 
went to Joe Miklas to cover payment owed by 
Joe Klepadio and a $40. commission to Klepadio. 
‘The first payment to the C.P.R. was $160. (one 
dollar per acre); after that, each payment was 
one-third of the crop as payments, taking about 
eight or ten years to pay for the land. During 
these years and on into the Depression years 
there was not money to pay taxes with, so the 
men worked for the municipality (which was the 
form of government then) at road building and 





brushing of road allowances. The councillor at 
the time was Mr. Hayward, (father of Bob 
Hayward). 

In about 1936 or 37, five cows were obtained 
from Mr. Jack Beatty, who was a hardware store 
owner in Rimbey. Mr. Beatty was very good 
about giving much needed credit to help the peo- 
ple and there were many people who obtained 
cattle to start a herd in this way. The method of 
repayment was that for each cow received, you 
had to raise a steer up to the age of two and one- 
half years and fatten it for him. There was no 
definite time period set for this, just an agree- 
ment that this would be as soon as possible. 

During the depression years many products 
were in short supply so rationing was put into 
practise. Major items involved were gas, coffee, 
tea, sugar, and nylons which were rationed 
because the fabric was used to make parachutes 
for the alr force. 

A team and wagon was the only mode of 
travel for many years. There was a hall, store 
and post office in Leedale and there were oc- 
casional dances held there and at the school 
house. School concerts were a very popular form 
of community entertainment and were eagerly 
looked forward to as the high point of the winter 
season's entertainment. Spring plenics, usually 
held at the end of the school term were a popular 
annual get-together each year also, and 
everyone from near and far attended, regardless 
of whether or not their children attended that 
school or even if they had no children at all. 
Visits between friends were fairly often as the 
hardy folk travelled a good many miles for the 
pleasure of a visit. Such visits always produced 
an abundance of good home cooked foods — 
meats, coffee and especially the white breads. 
(Occasionally there were also the products of a 
homemade still’). To ones who had come from a 
country where meats were hardly ever used and 
white breads were not known (their breads were 
usually made of home ground wheat,) these 
foods were considered a grand feast. The 
Washkevich family and their friends were of the 
Orthodox faith and the only church of this faith in 
this area is still located in the Springdale com- 
munity, northeast of Rimbey, and although this 
was a great distance to travel in those days, the 
families did attend occasionally and especially 
for any religious occasions within thelr faith, or 
weddings or christenings. 

‘Mr. Washkevich purchased the first family 
auto about 1943, from Gilman Benson. It was a 
used Hudson Terraplane and the price was $700. 
cash. The first tractor was purchased in 
February 1945; a Massey Harris on steel wheels. 
It had taken many months of negotiating, as due 
to the wartime steel shortage a permit was 
needed to be able to get a tractor. The cost of that 
first tractor was $1,400. In order to qualify for a 
permit, a farmer was required to have about 200 
acres of cultivated land, so extra acreage was 
rented from some other people. 
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‘The Zaetz family left for Winnipeg in 1941. 
‘The farm was taken over by Mr. Orval Hallin, 
who paid Mr. Zaetz the sum of $600. to cover the 
cost of improvements and then took over the 
remaining C.P.R. lease. Mr. and Mrs. Hallin and 
daughter Karin lived there until about 1953. 
‘The family friend, Mr. Steve Zaetz, was 
married in about 1939 in the church at Springdale 
(presently St. Mary's Convent). A wedding party 
followed at the Mike Zaetz farm where a record 
player was used for dancing music. From there 
the party then travelled to the bride’s home at 
Alhambra, hiring Mr. Louls Robinson with his 
truck to drive them as no one had a car yet. Mr. 
Robinson was in the business of buying furs, 
Seneca root, also copper, bronze, etc. He also did 
small hauling jobs for people for many years. 
‘Mike finished his Grade 9 schooling in 
Leedale (which was then a High School, but that 
part was closed after only two years in ex. 
istence). Mary and Nena took thelr public school 
(up to Grade 9) at Mount View, then Mary went 
to Red Deer to take Grade 10 and 11. Nena took 
up to Grade 11 in Rimbey, then she went to Red 
Deer Composite High for her Grade 12. Pete 
completed his schooling with Grade 9 at Mount 
View and Nadia, her high school in Red Deer. 





‘The Washkevich Family - 1974 - Nina, Peter, Mike, Mary, 


Nadia, Mr and Mrs. Washkevich 


‘The family are all married now, Mary (Mrs. 
Gordon Leblane) has two children and lives in 
‘Montreal; Nena (Mrs. John Rowat) has five 
children and lives at Forest, Ontario, near Sar- 
nia. Nadia (Mrs. John Papp) has four children 
and lives in Vancouver. Pete married Sandra 
Cummings, they have three children and are 
presently’ living on the site where Mr 
Washkevich first began his farming operation. 
Mike married Nettie Osatluk, they have four 
children and until October, 1976 they farmed the 
land on which the old Leedale school was 
situated; moving from there to Red Deer that 
fall. 

‘Mr. Washkevich farmed the property for 














many years, later acquiring two more quarters 
of land, sold the property to son, Pete in 1969 and 
retired to the town of Rimbey where they still 
live. 


WASHKEVICH, MICHAEL 
T came to Canada with my mother in 1934 to 
the farm my father had purchased north of 
Leedale. At the time I was nine years old. I do 
not remember too many details of the early 
years there as I was too young. From the time I 
‘was about 12 or 13 years old, I helped my father 
with the farm work, helping with the land clear- 
ing by hand, When the cattle herd had increased, 
we used to let them pasture along the road sides, 
and on property that was not yet fenced. This, 
was called “open range”. As soon as I got home 
from school, it was my job to go and get the cows, 
sometimes walking many miles to find them. 

T took my Grade 9 at the Leedale High School, 
which was closed the following year, then stayed 
home to help my father with the farm work. I 
bought my farm, one mile north of Leedale, in 
1946 from Mr. Frank Fox. Before him the proper- 
ty was owned by Mr. Claude Challand who 
farmed the land and lived on the quarter section 
to the southeast of it. This Is presently owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Harrison. The small house on 
the property was rented to Mr. and Mrs. Hubert 
Lush. 

‘My first crop on the farm was seeded the 
spring of 1947. I lived at home until 1953, getting 
the use of my father’s machinery to farm mine 
while helping with his farming. For many years 
our crops were threshed on a custom basis or ex- 
change help basis by Mr. McElroy Sr. or Mr. 
Osear Brown and later the Tkacik Bros. 

Even though many of the roads were much 
improved by this time, the road between my 
farm and my father's farm was impassable 
every spring. There was many a time an un- 
suspecting traveler had to be pulled from the 
mud holes with horses or a tractor. 

The one-roomed school, which was located on 
the corner of my farm, was closed about 1960, 
and it was not until then that the road was graded 
up and gravelled for the school buses. 

‘There was mail route service for many years, 
even before I bought my place. The rouie was 
driven by various people, a Mr. Thompson, who 
lived near Rimbey, then Herb Belerbach and 
after I moved to my farm, Cleland Price, and 
later the Giesbrecht family. Because of the poor 
roads in the early years this job involved many 
hours of hard travel and struggle with mud, 
crossing by way of fields and backtracking many 
extra miles. 

In 1955 I married Nettie Osatiuk and we 
settled on my farm. Our children, Irene, born in 
1956; Ann, born In 1957; Olga, born in 1958; and 
Debbie, born in 1970 were all born in Rimbey and 
the older girls attended school in Rimbey travell- 
ing by bus until they completed their high school 
years, Debbie began her schooling in Rimbey, 





also, but only went there two months until we 
moved to Red Deer at the end of October 1976. 


WATERS, DAVE 

Dave Waters homesteaded the NE 12-42-5-W5 
in the early 1900's. He operated a steam engine at 
George Cumming's mill in winter and worked his 
homestead the rest of the year. 





‘THE WEGREEN FAMILY — as told by Walter 
Wegreen 

Peter (Emil) and Anna Wegreen, with four 
children, Walter, Evelin, Beatrice, and Mattie 
came from Montana to Red Deer, Alta. the fall of 
1923, moving to the Leedale district the spring of 
"04. They lived on the Dahl homestead in 1924 
and moved to the LaBelle place in 1925, later 
moving to the Leedale store to run the livery 
barn and eating place. Mr. Wegreen also hauled 
mail, groceries, etc. In 1927 they left the district, 
moving to Portland, Oregon. 

Walter returned to Alberta about 1931. After 
serving three and one-half years in the army, he 
moved to Red Deer where he still resides. Waiter 
married Dora Parsons from Westlock. They 
have two children, Vivian Cameron, presently a 
nurse at the Holy Cross Hospital, Calgary and a 
son living in Whitehorse, Yukon. 

Evelin married Lindis Dahl and after his 
death married Cliff Anderson and lives at Canby, 
Oregon. 

Beatrice married Bernie Stanfill and lives at 
Portland, Oregon. 

‘Mattie married John Beck and lives at 
Sutherlin, Oregon. 


WELLS, SETH. 

Seth Wells, born and schooled at Blacktalds, 
moved with his parents and eight children, four 
girls and four boys, to the north end of Sylvan 
‘Lake In the early 1930's. 

Seth had often travelled the Medicine River 
Valley in the 1920's, stopping to visit with the 
Mullback family when passing by. From 1933 to 
1950 he travelled the Valley with his team of 
Shetlands, Bun and Bud, sharpening scissors and 





‘Seth Wells with his shetland ponies. 








knives, taking orders for sharpening dises which 
was done by his partner, Clarence Aske. He did 
not start his team in the usual manner but with a 
‘get out of town’. As well as his little team he 
also had a big grey team but didn’t use them 
very often. 

Seth was well read and could discuss any sub- 
ject, 

In 1950 he retired to Millet, making his home 
with Mr. and Mrs. Pinyon until going into a nurs- 
Ing home, He is buried at Wetaskiwin. 


WESTLAKE, MR. AND MRS. A. E. (BERT) 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Westlake purchased the 
NW 33-41-4-W5 after World War I and lived there 
until their only son, Ronald, took it over after 
World War II. Mr. and Mrs. Westlake then 
moved to British Columbia. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Westlake was a sister of Bill 
Lee, Mrs. Jack (Emma) Sherman and Mrs. 
William (Alice) Andrew. 

Ronald married Liza Rutledge and they had 
three girls, Ginger, Ruth and Glenda when they 
moved to British Columbia in about 1950. 


Mr. and Ms, Bert Westlake 


FIFTY-FOUR YEARS OF RODEO 

In 1966, at the age of 89 years, Frank Whitford 
of Leedale was looking forward to attending the 
Calgary Stampede for the 54th time. Though he 
has ridden in the parade since, he actually 4 
ride in competition in the saddle brone event in 
the first stampede held in 1912. It was his last 
time in that competition for he broke his hip, and 
it bothered him too much to ride brones after 
that, His love for horses and riding never left him 
for he was still riding occasionally in his 90th 
year. 

‘The son of a French half-breed mother and a 
Scots half-breed father, Frank followed his 
father and became a first-rate ranch hand. He 
came to Alberta with his father, Philip Whitford, 
‘who was active in the Riel Rebellion and assisted 
the Royal Northwest Mounted Police in their 
duties. 

Frank worked on ranches around Morley for 
some time, receiving $35 per month. He knew 
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Rev. John McDougall, for he was the minister 
and also taught at Morley at that time. 

Frank first came to Leedale in the fall of 1930. 
‘The next spring he rented the Miles’ farm, put in 
a small crop, and was hailed out. This happened 
two years in a row so he left but returned in 1938 
to homestead 13 miles west of Leedale. 

In 1951 he bought Mr. Aske’s house in Leedale 
and lived there until he was admitted to the Aux- 
iliary Hospital in Rimbey in 1968. 

Frank Whitford was born December 2, 1876 
and passed away November 12, 1970 at the age of 
93 years, 11 months and 10 days. 





NORRIS AND MATTIE WILLITS 

Norris and Mattie Willits with their five 
children, Arthur, Alice, Scott, Mildred and Nell, 
came to Alberta trom Wessington, South Dakota 
In the spring of 1907. Mr. Willits took up a 
homestead three and one-half miles east of what 
was called Wittenburg P.O., later it was named 
Leedale. 





Mr. and Mire. Wilts on their Sth Anniversary. 











Mr. and Mrs, Wilts in front of thei home (198) which was 
bolt in 1908. 


In the spring and summer of 1908, Mr. Willits 
and his son's Arthur and Scott, built a large log 
house and the family moved into it right away. 
‘They had been living in what was called the 
Schrader house during the winter. Mr. and Mrs. 
Willits lived in that house as long as they lived, 
she passed away in 1949 and he in 1952. 

‘Arthur married Rosa Mottet, in 1913, they 
lived on his homestead for a few years finally 
moving to Everett, Washington with their three 
children. Later on three more children joined the 
family circle. Arthur passed away in 1974, Rosa 
is still living in Everett. 

Alice married Frank Mottet in 1913; they had 
three children. Frank passed away in 1921. 
Mildred, the oldest of the children, married 
Lloyd Lyons, they live east of Ponoka. Ray 
married Pearl Hensley; they now live in 
Calgary and Lloyd married while in the Army 
and he and his family live in Burlington, Ontario, 

Scott never married. 

‘Mildred, married Fred Uhlig; they had two 
children. 

Neil married Vivian Miller; they moved to 
Everett, Washington where they still reside, 
‘They have one son. 

After Mildred’s husband passed away, she 
lived with Scott on the old home place for seven 
years. Then Scott sold the farm and had an aue- 
tion sale with Russell C. Cole as auctioneer. They 
moved to Kelowna, B.C. where they still reside. 








‘THOMAS M. WILSON 
‘Thomas M. Wilson lived on the NW 24-42. 
now owned by Mr. Abe Glesbrecht in 1931-32. 
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He was born on June 15, 1874 at Timble Great 
‘York County in England. He was the son of an 
Imperial Army officer and served with the First 
Canadian Labor Battalion in the Great War 
where he was badly gassed and honorably dis- 
charged 

‘Tom came to Canada in 1921 and lived in this 
area for sometime before he filed on a 
homestead in 1932 and moved 20 miles west of 
Leedale and to the frontier district of Squaw 
Hills. 

He built a cabin in the true ploneer manner 
and also managed to break a few acres of land. 

Leedale was his closest town and he thought 
nothing of setting out on foot to get his supply of 
groceries and the mail. 

Early in 1935 Mr. Wilson received word that 
he had inherited $11,500 from a relative in 
England and decided to return to the Old Coun- 
try. So it was, that on March 6, 1935 he and his 
faithful little dog, which was his constant compa- 
nion, walked the long trail into Leedale for 
supplies. 

‘Tt was a cold and snowy day and on his return 
trip he stopped and had supper with a friend six 
miles west of Leedale. After a brief stay he un- 
dertook to walk the remaining 14 miles, 

Apparently he was seized with a sudden heart 
attack and his frozen body was found the next 
day about one-and-one-half miles from his home 
with his faithful little dog standing on guard. 

Dr. Byers, Coroner, and C. P. Fordham, 
R.C.M.P., investigated and declared no inquest 
necessa 

‘Mr. Wilson's body, wrapped in a blanket, was 











taken to Rimbey on the top of a truck load of 
lumber driven by Mr. Varty. The little dog, 
icicles frozen to her mouth, was still by her 
master’s side. 

‘A family who read the tragic story in the 
paper in eastern Canada wanted the little dog 
and it was shipped to them. 

‘And so ended the life of still another true 
pioneer who worked hard for so little. 

‘Mr. Wilson’s only relative in Canada was a 
brother, Bramley Wilson in Extension, B.C. 

Thomas Wilson, who was 61 years old, was 
laid to rest in the soldier’s plot in Mount Auburn 
Cemetery in Rimbey on Sunday, March 17, 1935. 

Funeral services were arranged by the 

Rimbey Branch of the Canadian Legion, 





MR. AND MRS. WILTSE — CELEBRATE 
GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

‘The Leedale Community united on Tuesday 
evening October 27, 1936 to honor Mr. and Mrs, 
Mortimer Wiltse who were celebrating their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

‘The affair took place in the Leedale Communi- 
ty Hall and a large gathering was present to 
mark the happy occasion. 

‘Mr. Wiltse is 70 years and Mrs. Wiltse 72 
years of age, and they are both very active. They. 
Were born in Athens, Ontario and were married 
at the same place. They moved to Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan and in the year 1933 they decided 
to come to the Leedale district. The family is 
made up of two sons, Kenneth, living on the home 
place and Asa, at Penticton, British Columbia. 
Another son passed away’ in Saskatchewan, 
‘There are 13 grandchildren and nine great- 
grandchildren. 

‘The evening was enjoyably spent in games 
and dancing, after which the Leedale Women’s 
Institute presented the guests of honor with a 
silver tray. Individual gifts were also received 
and a purse of money was made up of those pres- 
ent. 

‘The whole evening was a complete surprise 
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for Mr. and Mrs. Wiltse, as they had been enter. 
tained’ at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Terry 
Challand’s for supper and were induced to pay 
the hall a visit afterwards. 

‘The best of wishes were extended to Mr. and 
Mrs. Wiltse for many more years of happiness 
together. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Wiltse lived on the land now 
owned by the Leedale Colony and occupied by 
Mr. Henry Thachuk. 


WILTSE’S FAREWELL 

On Monday March 14, 1939 a surprise farewell 
for Mr. and Mrs. Wiltse Sr. and Mr. and Mrs, 
Wiltse Jr. was given in the hall by the W.I. A 
different form of amusement was displayed in a 
pick-up program and a sing song, followed by 
games and an hour of dancing. Mrs. F. W. 
Hancher, W.I. president, presented Mrs, Wiltse 
Sr. with’a book, “Harbor Lights Home”, and 
Mrs. Wiltse Jr. with a set of salad forks, and ex- 
pressed the deep regret of the community on the 
departure of friends and neighbors. 


ELWOOD AND DOROTHY YOUNG E. ¥ 22-42- 
4-W.5 — written by Elwood Young 

Iwas born and raised in Alberta near Delia. 

My wife Dorothy was born near Donovan, 
Saskatchewan, 

In June 1962 we bought the E ¥ 22-42-4-W.5 
from John and Mary Plumb and moved from Ed- 
monton with our three children. We lived on the 
farm until November, 1965 and then we moved 
back to Edmonton where I worked as a heavy 
duty mechanfe until 1974. We then moved to 
Kelowna, B.C., to operate “Glenwood 66” on 
Highway 97 at Richter Street, 

‘The farm was rented to Clarence Eklund and 
then Junior McElroy until we sold it to Larry and 
Abe Giesbrecht In the Spring of 1973. 

Our children, Kevin, Kim and Kathy are still 
at home. Kevin graduated from high school this 
year, Kathy goes to senior high next year and 
Kim 'is working at the service station. 
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JUDGE NOT 
Pray don’t find fault with the man that limps, 
Or stumbles along the road, 

Unless you have worn the shoes he wears 

Or struggled beneath his load. 

‘There may be tacks in his shoes that hurt, 
‘Though hidden away from view. 

Or the burden he bears, placed on your back, 
Might cause you to stumble, too. 

Don’t sneer at the man who's down today 
Unless you have felt the blow 

‘That caused his fall, or felt his shame 

‘That only the fallen know 

You may be strong, but still the blows, 

That were his, if dealt to you, 

In the selfsame way, at the selfsame time, 
‘Might cause you to stagger, too. 

Don’t be too harsh with the man who sins, 

Or pelt him with words or stones, 

Unless you are sure, yea, double sure, 

‘That you have no sins of your own. 

For you know, perhaps, if the tempter’s voice 
Shouild whisper as soft to you 

As it did to him when he went astray, 

Would cause you to falter, too, 










































Leslieville 


BEAVER FLAT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1914 

The Beaver Flat School District was es. 
tablished December 24, 1908 comprising of the 
following lands: Sections 19, 20, and 29-32 in 39, 
Sections 23-26, 35 and 36 in 39-6; Sections 5-8 in 40- 
5; and Sections 1,2,11 and 12 in 40.6-W5. Mr. Wm. 
H, Cornell of Leslieville was Senior Trustee. 

Authorization was given February 10, 1909 to 
borrow the sum of $350 for the purpose of 
purchasing a school site, erecting and furnishing 
school house. The treasurer was Mr. Theo. J. 
Frodeen of Leslieville. 











First Beaver Hat Schoo! bul in 1908. Bell tower can be seen in 
the background, Picture taken in 1924 by A. Joan, teacher 





‘The sum of $350 was borrowed on March 31, 
1909 upon the security of the Beaver Flat School 
District for the purpose of procuring a school 
site, erecting and equipping a school house. The 
treasurer was Mr. Theo. J. Frodeen of 
Leslieville, 

On August 5, 1925 the sum of $1600 was 
borrowed for the purpose of the erection of anew 
school building and equipment. The Treasurer 
was Mr. S. Wilson of Rocky Mountain House. 

‘The first Beaver Flat School was built on the 
portion of land donated by David Malcolm; it 
was built with logs cut on Leonard Malcolm's 
quarter. Miss Lizzie Martin was the first teacher 
and she boarded with. the W. F. Malcolms. 
Leonard Malcolm was killed in action overseas 





‘The new Beaver Flat School was ult in 1926. Note the big bell 
on the oof, Pitre taken in 1929 by J.W. Grant, 


during World War I and W. F. Malcolm donated 
a bell in memory of his seventh son; this bell was 
installed upon the roof of the new school built 
only a short distance from the log school house 
which later burnt to the ground in the late 1920s. 

‘The next teacher after Miss Martin was Miss 
Goodmanson, then Mr. Oliver, Mrs. Mitchell, 
A. (Meston) Patterson, Hope McKee, Miss Ed- 
mundson, Miss I. Strong, Miss V. Leather, Miss 
A. Joslin, Mrs. C. N. Beebe, Miss N. Wade, Mr. J. 
Grant, Miss L. Lytle, Mrs. McDonald, Mr. Wm. 
‘MeRoberts, Mr. T. Bowhay, Mrs. M. Stratton, 
Rose (Erskine) Brookes, June (Hainer) Craw: 
ford, M. (Sande) Billings — supervising cor- 
respondence lessons, R. (McQualg) Lynn, 

The sale of the’ school site and buildings 
located on the SW-31-39.5-W5 was approved 
September 9, 1960. 








BELL, JOHN 

John Edward (Jack) Bell and his wife Han. 
nah Jane (Jennie) and six children, Harry, Bl, 
Jack, Joyce, Elsie and Ina arrived in Leslieville 
March 26, 1926, from Carlisle, Cumberland, 
England, through the Soldiers’ Settlement 
Board, and settled on a farm on the outskirts of 
Leslieville, NE-26-39-5 WS. 

‘Mr. Bell farmed all his life, and specialized in 











purebred Shorthorn cattle; he also delivered 
millk to the hamlet, and one day a week bought 
hogs at the local stockyards. 

"The Bell family liked to curl and took part in 
many sports. 

Harry married Bertha Reighley, and they 
have one daughter, Cheryl. 

Bill married Lila Brock, and they have three 
children, Joyce, Gail and Bill. 

Jack married Drex. Reighley, and they have 
one daughter Bonnie. 

‘Joyce married Pat Cummerford, and they 
have three children, Mary Ann, Jean, and Jack. 

Elsle married Alf Westwood, and they have 
one daughter, Fay, and they live in New Zealand. 

Ina married Roy E. (Pat) Bourke, and they 
have three sons, Bob, Bill and Blake. 

Jack Bell, Jr., died April 8, 1951. 

Mrs. Bell'died June 9, 1957. 

‘Mr. Bell, Sr., died January 19, 1967. 


BINGLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 2565 

‘The Brock School District No. 2565 later 
known as the Bingley School District No. 2565, 
was established September 25, 1911, comprising 
the following lands: S17-20 and 29-32 in T40-5; 
$13, 14, 23-26 and 35-36 in T40-6-W5. Mr. S. A. 
Larsgard of Bingley, Alberta was Senior 
Trustee. 

The school district name was altered from 
Brock to Bingley, December 11, 1911. 

‘Authorization was given January 25, 1912 to 
borrow the sum of $500 for the purpose of 
purchasing a school site, erecting and equipping 
‘a school house. The treasurer was Mr. J. W. 
Christian of Bingley. 

‘Approval was given on February 14, 1912 for a 
school site selected by the Board of Trustees of 
the Bingley School District, situated at or near a 
point 60 rods west of the NE corner 24-40-6-WS. 

Approval was given June 21, 1912 for a school 
site selected by the Board of Trustee of the 
Bingley School District, situated at or near the 
middle of the eastern boundary of $23-40-6-W5. 

‘On June 10, 1913, the sum of $300 was 
borrowed for the purpose of completing and fur- 
nishing the school house. The treasurer was Mr. 
J. W. Christian of Bingley. 

‘Teachers at the Bingley school were 
Elizabeth (Meston) Patterson, Miss Holmes, 
Miss Moseley, Miss Thompson, Mr. Harding, 
Mr. Birch, Mary Alberts, Mr. Carnett, Mr. 
Rogers, Mr. Rusheall, Miss Marie Lund, Betty 
(Baldwin) Hartley, Mr. Holditch, Mr. Bruce 
Simpson, Mr. Holeton, Mr. R. McRoberts, Mr. 
Wm, Morris, Miss L. Dicken, Miss Ruth Hill, R. 
(McQuaig) Lynn, Mr. T. Bowhay, M. (Ander- 
son) Schoderus, Mr. Pravatt, Margaret Reade, 
‘Mr. H. Rodgers, Divine, Mrs. Loewen, Mrs. R. 
Brookes. 

"The sale of the school site and buildings 
located on the SE 23-40-6-W5 was approved July 
11, 1961, 

After the Bingley School District was in- 




















cluded in the Rocky Mountain School Division, 
No. 15, Mrs. M. L. Green of Bingley, Alberta was 
appointed Official Trustee on January 3, 1944. 
Mr. Frank Wilson of Bingley, Alberta was Of. 
ficial Trustee on July 12, 1945. Mr. J. A. Spears of 
Bingley, was appointed Official Trustee on April 
M4, 1947. 





ARTHUR BOTT FAMILY 

‘Arthur Bott married Myrtle Brooks of the 
Diamond Valley District on April 21, 1946. That 
fall they took up residence in Eckville where Art 
worked in the Alberta Wheat Pool with Joe 
Alcock. In the summer of 1947 they moved to 
Oras, where Art was elevator agent until it 
closed in the fall of 1948. They then moved to the 
Condor area and in the spring of 1949 Art went to 
work with Harry Lloyd of Leslieville, as a 
painter. In 1950 they moved to Leslieville. While 
in Leslieville, Art and Myrtle were janitors at the 
school and Art joined the Elks and Myrtle, the 
0.0.R.P., both as charter members. 

In the summer of 1954, they moved to Rocky 
‘Mountain House, as most of Art's work was 
there. Shortly after the move, Art joined the 
Rocky Volunteer Fire Department, the Chamber 
of Commerce and the Kinsmen Club. He was 
secretary of the Chamber of Commerce for one 
year and president for one year. In 1965 he was 
elected to Rocky Mountain House Town Council, 
‘on which he sat for three years. In 1969, when the 
Central Alberta Chamber gave up sponsoring the 
David Thompson Highway Cavalcade and 
turned it over to the Rocky Chamber, Art was ap- 
pointed chairman of the committee, which post 
he held until the official opening of the highway 
in 1977, when the Cavalcade was discontinued, 
Art was appointed Deputy Fire Chief in 1965 and 
1976. Upon the retirement of Fire Chief Bert 
McGrath, Art was appointed the new Chief, a 
position he still holds. 

‘Art and Myrtle have five children; Eva, Ray, 
Sharon, Fred and Keith. The eldest daughter, 
Eva, was married to David Glover in 1965. 
Dave is employed with Alberta Gas Trunk Line 
as a Senior Controls Technician. Dave and Eva 
live on an acreage eight miles northeast of 
Rocky Mountain House. They have one 
daughter, Tracy and one son, Randy. Art and 
Myrtle's oldest son, Ray, married Audrey von 
Hollen in 1971 and they live eight miles south of 
Rocky Mountain House. Ray is a Telecom- 
munications Technician with Alberta Govern- 
ment Telephones. Ray and Audrey have one son, 
John and one daughter, Susan, Art and Myrtle’s 
youngest daughter, Sharon, is employed as an 
‘Accounting Clerk for the City of Red Deer and 
thelr two youngest sons, Fred and Keith, are still 
at home; Fred is presently employed with the 
Recreation Department of the town of Rocky 
Mountain House and Kelth is i Grade 9 at 
School. 











BROOKS, HARRY AND ADA 

Harry and I (Ada Wingate) met in Eckville in 
1944. I was employed at the bake shop working 
for the late Ernest Jackson who owned and 
operated it. 

Harry was one of the many truck drivers at 
that time at Eckville and one who took his coffee 
breaks at the Co-op lunch counter where most 
everyone else took theirs. 

It was there I was introduced to Harry and 
noticed he was a real tease and flirt with the girls 
that worked at the counter. There were many 
young single girls working in Eckville at that 
time so I didn't expect I would ever have a 
chance to be dated by him even though I hoped 
to, 

One evening Harry was asked if he could take 
a team of young people to Elspeth to play ball. To 
my surprise Harry asked if I'd like to go too, and 
T accepted. 

Harry was a busy truck driver along with the 
other truckers. He hauled everything from 
machines to people and I was employed at the 
store working for Mike Sestrap. One afternoon 
early that summer Harry came in and asked me 
for our second date! Before that I figured he 
wasn't too interested. After that dates were more 
frequent, 

Harry had Bruce Burns hired to help him. Tt 
was a rule that close deliveries were made in the 
evening then they could each take a girl with 
them. One evening Harry asked me if I'd like to 
go with him. They were hauling a piece of 
machinery for a farmer at Sylvan Lake so I 
accepted. That night Bruce started to laugh; 
when asked what was so funny he let the cat out 
of the bag: in order to decide which girls they 
would take they'd flip a coin and that night he 
was to take another girl and then he asked me. I 
think that ended the flipping of coins! Anyhow 
the dates became more regular and we were 
married in November of 1945. 

After our marriage we rented Harry and 
Mary Medin’s house and lived there for five 
years. It was there our three eldest children 
were born and Harry got started in the saw mill 
business. 

He bought his first portable mill setting it up 
on the home place of his mother’s, Mrs. Signe 
Brooks, doing sawing for some of the neighbors 
who came out and helped him, He also set his 
mill on the Charlie Snyder's farm and sawed 
there, 

In 1950 we bought a home in Leslieville from 
John and Ruth Buckta, We moved October 2 
that same year. 

While living at Diamond Valley Harry had 
rented the farm of his mother and dad. Harry's 
father passed away in December, 1947 at the age 
of 89, 

Harry farmed for about eight years along 
with bush work in the winter. 

















Harry traded his small mill in on a bigger one 
and sawed for two months north of Wolf Creek 
for Knut Sunde. 

He worked two winters for August Moro at 
Jack Fish. In the spring of 1952 when Harry and 
his brother Allan were moving out, the lights on 
the truck went out and they ended upside down in 
the ditch. The tractor which they were hauling 
rolled back up on its wheels. The only tragedy 
was that the battery acid had eaten the seat of 
thelr pants! That fail of 1952 several men formed 
the Albert Creek Lumber Company. They were 
Walt Hoglund, Ray Meyers, Art Johanson, Bill 
Palm (Sr.) and Harry Brooks. They hired Josie 
Kauis, her husband Loule and daughter 
Marguerite to cook and bull cook. 

In the early part of 1954 Harry went up to Lac 
La Biche to help work in a mill. His stay there 
was very short (in fact he beat a letter home that 
he wrote me by a week) as the mill started to fly 
apart in all directions. 

Tn 1955 Harry bought Cliff Brierly’s saw mill 
and camp. He sawed two years west of Sunchild 
then two years at Sylvester Lake and Doctor 
Lake south and west of the Sunchild. Jean 
Bardenhagen was then hired as cook as Josie's 
health failed her. 

Harry sawed two years north of the Nordegg. 
River up the Sunchild, four years on the Wa Wa, 
three years at Rapid Creek, one year in Rocky 
Mountain House and two years at Rough Creek. 

He had hired many of the farmers from 
different areas, Rimbey, Bentley, Sylvan Lake, 
Leedale, Camrose, Eckville, Rocky Mountain 
House, Alhambra, Leslieville and other points, 
including Indians from North Battleford, 
Saskatchewan, 

We have seven children who have all attended 
the Elementary school in Leslieville and six who 
have graduated from David Thompson High. 
Our three oldest daughters, Esther, Leanne and 
Elaine have also graduated from Berean Bible 
College in Calgary. Our next two daughters 
Carol and Judy are now attending Berean. 
Coleen our youngest is taking Grade 11 at David 
‘Thompson High. 

Most of our daughters went to camp as 
campers under Youth for Christ, the older ones 
also were workers as well as counsellors at Fron- 
tier Lodge at Nordegg. Esther’s and Leanne's 
husbands also worked there before they were 
married. 

Esther worked for awhile at Youth for Christ 
office in Red Deer, also worked for Social 
Development at Westfield in Edmonton. 

Esther and Leanne spent two months one 
summer working at Circle C Ranch in Delevan, 
New York under Wes Aarum. 

Esther (Mrs. Dave Thomas) lives at Stettler. 
Dave Is the principal at Gadsby Elementary and 
‘Junior High School. They have two sons, Wayne 
and Dallas. 

Leanne (Mrs. Lyell Smith) lives at 
Leslieville; they have a son Shane and a 











daughter Jamie. At the present time Lyell is 
employed at the Revelstoke sawmill for the 
winter months and then trucks in the summer 
which is a new project for him, They have settled 
on a farm, having bought the old Louttamus 
quarter. 

Charlie and his wife Juliann (Enslen) live 
north of Leslieville having bought an acreage on 
his father’s farm and built a new home there. 
Charlie Is a truck driver, hauls gravel and sand 
in the summer months and usually hauled 
lumber in the winter months for his dad and also 
helped with other jobs at the mill when short 
handed. Charlie is an active member in the 
Chureh, He belonged to the Boy Scouts when he 
was in school as well as the Cub Pack. Charlie 
and Julie have a girl and a boy, Melody and 
Marty. 

Elaine worked at Reitmans in Red Deer from 
the time of her graduation from Berean Bible 
College until her marriage to Warren Bamber of 
Edmonton. She is employed for Altrans of 
Canada and Warren is at present selling air- 
planes, He took his pilot's training and instruc. 
ting course at the Flying Club in Edmonton, 

‘After residing in Leslieville for 25 years, we 
bought a mobile home and moved out to’ the 
farm, formerly that of the late George Cummer- 
ford, a mile north of Leslieville and have resided 
here for the past two years. 

NB. Ada Brooks has written the family story, 
and we conclude it with a poem she wrote. Ada is 
well known for her many poems, composed to 
commemorate birthdays, wedding anniver 
saries and farewells, and recited at the celebra 
tion of these events. 

LIFE 

A tiny seed from the very beginning 
Was created by God, and not to go sinning. 
Watered and nourished by his love 
Tenderly watched by the Father above. 
While this seed grew to a tender stage 
In crept the weeds with the enemies rage 
Choking the growth of this tender plant 
Interrupting the progress for which it was 

meant, 
Straying away from the straight narrow road, 
Being enticed from the Father’s Abode, 
Drifting on and heeding no warning 
Of what lies ahead for another new morning. 
‘This plant became all twisted and bent 
Unable to feed from God’s nourishment; 
‘The vines of weeds entangled its life 
Only crushing, crippling and causing it strife. 
Left all alone, blinded and low 
Unable to care and unable to go — 
Struggling along in a miserable state 
Searching for help but almost too late. 
‘Then alas! came a stranger loving and kind, 
To assist this sick creature so out of its mind 
‘And opened the sin blinded eyes to see. 
‘All hope is in Jesus, He sets us free. 











‘This is for All, dear sisters and brothers 
‘Take refuge in Jesus and telling all others 
Flee from the powers of darkness toda} 
Cling only to Jesus while still you may. 
While the day of grace is still at hand, 
Hearken Ye, all to the Lord’s Command! 
“Only one life twill soon be past, 
Only what's done for Christ will last.”” 
Matthew 11:28-30 and John 3:16-18 








BROOKS, JAMES 

‘James Brooks of Irish and English origin was 
born in Tillsonburry, Ontario March 25, 1886. He 
went to Moosomin, Saskatchewan where he lived 
with relatives. He worked and operated the 
Steam plant in the Robin Hood Flour Mills at 
Moose Jaw. James also lived at Portage la 
Prairie, Manitoba, with relatives. It was there 
when working on a'threshing machine that he got 
a barley beard in his right eye and lost the sight 
init. 

Tn 1911 he moved to the Diamond Valley dis- 
trict and took a homestead the NW 7.38-3-W5 
which was too rocky for farming, although he did 
do some breaking on it, and built a log house 
there, He sold it to Frank Page who later sold it 
to Jack Clucas. 

‘James Brooks was known as a good neighbor 
always willing to help in time of need. He always 
enjoyed cutting the neighbor's children’s hair 
and had always cut the Caton boys’ hair. After 
Claude Caton got older he started cutting hair. 
To return a good deed he was giving Mr. Brooks 
a shave and a hair cut. Mr. Brooks always had a 
‘moustache but Claude didn’t give any considera. 
tion to that and ended up cutting half of it off. 
Well, a decision had to be made either wear hali 
of one or none at all! 

James bought another quarter section from 
John Simons the NE 6-383-W5 where he lived 
and farmed. 

‘Tt was there he met Oscar Anderson whom he 
worked with for sometime and then farmed the 
place for Mrs. Anderson after the death of her 
husband Oscar. 

in 1920 he married Oscar Anderson's widow 
Signe Elizabeth (Eriksdattur) Anderson and 
they lived on the Anderson place the NW 10-38-3 
Ws. By her former marriage Mrs. Anderson had 
three children, Astrid, Arvid and Allan, 

Mr. and Mrs. James Brooks then had three 
children of their own: James Harry born May 2, 
1921 Alford Harold born September 1, 1923 and 
Eva Myrtle born November 21, 1925 

‘Their son Harry has seven children (six 
daughters and one Son) and six grandchildren. 

Myrtle (Mrs. Art Bott of Rocky Mountain 
House) has three sons and two daughters and 
four grandchildren. 

On finishing school Alford enlisted in the Air 
Force in 1942. He was stationed at Kingston, On- 
tarlo and then Dartmouth, Nova Scotia — then at 
Halifax where he met and married Beatrice Kir- 














by. Alford took leading Aircraftsmen training 
then on to flight engineer. 

He was transferred to Comox, Vancouver 
where they lived a few years before being sent to 
Germany for three years. On their return Alford 
was stationed at Cold Lake until his retirement 
in September of 1973 after being In the R.C.A.F. 
over 30 years. 

‘They now live at Summerland, B.C. Alford 
was employed for awhile as a mechanic for a 
trucking company at Penticton. He is now selling 
P.A. systems and installing them. They have one 
daughter Joan (Mrs. Lee Irwin) living In 
Calgary and one granddaughter Krista Lee. 

James Brooks passed away December 15, 
1947 at the age of 82 and his widow stayed on at 
the farm with her son Allan until 1957 when she 
moved into a small home in Eckville. In 1961 she 
moved to West View Lodge in Rocky Mountain 
House where she resided for 10 years. The James 
Brooks farm was sold to Andrew Nielsen in 
August of 1967. 

Mrs. Brooks spent a year with her children, 
spending some.time in each home. She then went 
to the Lodge at Sylvan Lake where she resided 
until her passing on September 3, 1973 at 84 years, 
of age. 


BUREAU, MR. AND MRS. EDMOND AND 
FAMILY — (by Mattie Martin) 

‘Many times the name of Mr. Bureau has been 
mentioned but nothing about his family. Mr. 
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Bureau, leabelle and Odette. Isabel's 




































Bureau was born in France but moved to the 
United States as a young man and studied to 
become a clvil engineer. His profession took him 
to different countries and he spent some time in 
China as well as France and the States before he 
came to Canada. He was a good natured man and 
was liked by everyone. In France he was 
married to Madeline Brunner who had formerly 
been married to Count Brunner and she had one 
little daughter named Isabel who was with them 
when they came to Leslieville. Then another 
daughter was born in this country named Odette 
and before they left our district a son was born 
named Plerre — all nice children. Mr. Bureau 
spoke perfect English but the others had to learn 
It, so when they first came to Red Deer Mrs. 
Archie McKinnon undertook the job of teaching 
them English and they remained good friends 
ever after. Mr. Bureau saw the necessity for a 
store to help the new settlers so hired a friend of 
his, a Mr. Galot (Galow), to come and start 
building. Also helping with the building was a 
young man from Sylvan Lake named Jules 
‘Armeneau. Soon, a fairly large building was 
erected, the front part being used as a store and 
the rest for the family dwelling. A few years 
were spent there and then they sold to Messers 
Campbell and McKinnon and went back to 
France. Mr. Bureau, although being a Roman 
Catholic, donated the land on the corner of his 
place for the log church to the built, where ser- 
vices were held for many years.’ In 1907 he 
applied for a post office and thus the Leslieville 
ost office came into being. 





“fain 
‘The first toe in Leslieville but by Mr. Edmond Bureau in 1906, 
later bought by McKinnon. 


‘THE CARD FAMILY 

‘The Cards originated in Ontario. At one time, 
James Card owned a lot of property In 
Leslieville. They had a 10 room hotel, more on 
the line of a boarding house, because of so many 
men needing lodging. The men worked at several 
sawmills around the country. They also ran the 
general store, livery stable, sawmill, and feed 
grinder. The boys were very talented, for they 
held steam engineer's tickets, and were very 
good with machinery, 














Mr. and Mrs, im Card very erly settlers at Leslee 


‘The sawmill and planer were located where 
the hotel is now. 

Mrs. Card lived to the age of 70 years. 
Ironically, she got her first pension cheque, but 





never did'get a chance to cash it. 





Ferg and Mabe Card, 1944 


Jim Card and sons had a saw and planer mill 
at Ferrier. Ferg. had a feed mill and sawmill on 
the creek bank. Bill, the oldest, had no children. 
Caleb (Kep) had three children. Ferg. had one 
child. Herb had four children. Bertha (Card) 
McCauley had one child. Roy had three children. 
Lou and Floyd were never married. 


CLAUSS, PETER — by Dianna Clauss 

Peter’ Clauss immigrated to Canada from 
Germany in 1956. His first work was in the 
Brooks district where he worked on a farm for 
$25 a month plus room and board. When he had 
learned enough English to get by, he moved to 
Medicine Hat and started work’ at the brick 
yards until they burned down. 

He met Dianna Reldlinger from Medicine Hat 
and they were married in 1962. Peter worked for 
Good Year Tire for the next few years. 

‘The couple were looking around for iand and 
in 1966 they found a quarter north of Leslieville. 
‘They bought the SW 1-41-5 from Henry Stelfox 
but they didn’t move out to the farm until the 
spring of 197 

‘That year was a wet year and there was just a 
trail of clay for a road so they usually ended up 
parking the truck at Centerview Hall and walk- 
ing the mile home, carting groceries, and little 
Dennis. Karl (8 years old at that time) walked to 
Centerview Hail to catch the school bus and 
home again in evening. By next school year a 
new road was built and the bus came to the gate. 
During this time both worked out part time and 
still do. 

In 1973 Peter and Dianna bought the £4 2-415, 
from Semeen Ahrameen. In 1977 they have 
started to build a new house on the NE quarter of 
this land and have had the electricity and gas put 
in. In the summer of 1977 a new gravelled road 
was put into the quarter where the new building 
site is. The family hope to be moved into their 
new home in early 1978 They have sold the 
original home quarter now, but plan to keep the 
Ahrameen quarters for living and farming. 

Peter and Dianna have two sons. KARL, aged 
14 years, has attended Leslieville school and is 
now at David Thompson. He is very active in 
sports. DENNIS, aged nine Is a Leslieville 

chool. Both boys belong to the Leslieville Cub 
and Scout Troup. 














THE CRAWFORDS, (JAKE AND BOB) 
John Mowbray Crawford (Jake) was born in 
1872 in the shire of Peebles in Scotland. He was 
looking for a land of opportunity in 1904 when he 
left Peebles where he had been employed in the 
gas-works, and crossed the ocean to Canada. His 
wife, Margaret, had died leaving him with two 
small children, Robert who was six years of age 
and Grace, two years younger. They were left in 
Scotland with their grandparents while their 
father journeyed to Brookdale, Manitoba, where 
he found employment on a farm. 
Jake remarried and a second daughter, Jean 











































































had been born in Canada, when he returned to 
Scotland two years later ‘to take his two older 
children to Canada also. After his return to 
Brookdale he moved his family a few miles away 
to Moore Park, where he had been offered an in 
crease in wages to manage another farm. His in- 
come was now $75 a month for eight months of 
the year and $40 a month for the four winter 
months. 

His second wife died in childbirth when thelr 
tiny, third daughter, Ellen was born, weighing 
only one and one-half pounds. Her bassinet was a 
shoe box lined with cotton-batting and somehow, 
miraculously, she survived. Jake advertised for 
a housekeeper and Miss Henderson arrived from 
‘Toronto to care for the family, remaining with 
‘them until 1942, 

A hired man who had worked with Jake on the 
farm, moved to Alberta and sent word back, urg. 
ing him to also take advantage of the opportunity 
to own his own land through the Homestead Act 
which would allow him to occupy and improve a 
quarter section. If he met his obligations within 
the prescribed time limit, he would receive the 
title to that quarter and he could acquire another 
quarter nearby, by paying $3 an acre to purchase 
it. This was called a pre-emption. The Crawford 
family moved to Manyberries, laid claim to a 
homestead and eventually acquired a pre. 
emption as well. 

After Bob completed his education, he 
assisted his father on the farm during’ the 
summer months and hauled coal from the mines 
to Lethbridge in the winter. He served in the 
army during World War I and remembers hav- 
ing to carry dead bodies out of the tents when 
the “flu” was rampant in 1918, 

‘Bob met his future wife, Hilda Adams, at a 
Valentine Dance in Lethbridge, in 1919, after his 
discharge from the army. Her parents, Annie 
Elizabeth and William Albert Adams, had left 
Yorkshire, England, in 1911. William, born in 
1879, was’ the eldest of 12 children and had 





R. Crawford in front of old school Division office in Rock, 
‘Secretary treasure of Rocky Mia. School Div. #151980. 


started working in the coal mines at the tender 
age of 10 years to help support the large family 
After he was married, he worked to obtain the 
papers which allowed him to become a pit boss in 
the mines. He became very ill and they debated 
whether fo emigrate to Australia or Canada. A 
younger brother, Tom had moved to Canada and 
ade his home in Lethbridge, Alberta, so they 
decided to follow him and crossed the ocean with 
their four children, Hilda, eight years of age and 
her three younger brothers, Bryan, Billie, and 
Stephen. There had been a suspected case of 
smallpox on board the ship so they were quaran- 
tined on St. Croix Island for 18 days before being 
allowed to enter Canada and to continue on thelr 
journey by train to Lethbridge 

Hilda’s father first obtained employment with 
the John Deere Company for a wage of twenty- 
five cents an hour. Later he moved his family to 
Diamond City where he received better wages as 
a pit boss in the coal mine. He augmented his In 
come by transporting travellers, on their way to 
and from Lethbridge, across the Belly River in 
a rowboat, charging’ 25 cents per person. He 
bought a farm in 1817 and then two cows for 
which he paid $195. Prices had risen during 
World War I. Hilda’s mother became noted for 
her butter which she sculpted into delicate 
flower petals for her customers. Later they 
moved into Coalhurst where William received an 
increase in wages as a haulage boss in the coal 
mine. Hilda's youngest brother, Bobby, was born 
{in 1918. She remembers well the “flu"” epidemic 
of 1918-1919 when she assisted in nursing the 
many victims and then came very close to death 
herself. 

Bob and Hilda were married on May 24, 1921, 
in Coathurst and lived on Bob's homestead neat 
Manyberries. Her parents bought a farm near 
Bluffton and moved north to it in the same year 
Bob and Hilda’s first son, Bryan, was born in 
1922 and his brother Larry in 1924 

‘The crops in the area had been very poor, 
year after year, because of drought and the 
government offered the farmers free transporta- 
tion if they wished to move off thelr homesteads 
to a new location. One day in 1924, the Watkins 
salesman told Bob that he also would be a good 
salesman and urged him to apply for a territory 
which was available, bounded by Tnnistail on the 
south, Lacombe on the north, and as far west as 
he wanted to go. He submitted his application 
and was accepted. The last thing that he did 
before moving out was to pay his taxes in order 
that he would be allowed to move his buildings 
and equipment. 

He drove his ponies pulling the medicine 
wagon from Manyberries to Bluftton a distance 
of 350 miles. Hilda followed by train with Bryan, 
two years of age, and Larry, a baby only two 
weeks old. 

‘They had considered living in Eckville but the 
McTavish family who had been neighbours in 
Coalhurst, had purchased land northeast of 














Leslieville, so the Crawfords rented a house in 
Leslieville from Bill Barton until the house was 
built which stood where John’s Parkland Oil and 
Gas Ltd. Is now located. They sold this house to 
Joe Mannix and bought the Pool Hall with living 
quarters, which was situated between the Post 
Office and the old Butcher Shop on Main Street. 
Bob continued selling Watkins products until 
1932, at first depending upon his ponies to draw 
the medicine wagon, then horses, which were 
later replaced by a Model-T Ford. He depended 
upon the hospitality of his customers for lodging 
while travelling through his large territory. He 
was told, ““There’s no use going west of Rocky 
‘Mountain House, Bob. There’s no money out 
there!” He found this also to be true when he 
collected taxes for the Municipal Districts of 
Golden West, Lochearn and Raven during those 
difficult years. 

Bob's father, Jake, decided to relocate also 
and moved from Manyberries to Leslieville in 
1925. He bought the N.W. 13-5-W5 from Clarence 
Fitch and farmed it until 1942 when he died at the 
age of 70 years. Miss Henderson moved into a 
‘small house which Bob owned in Leslieville and 
lived there untll her death in 1945. 

‘One day in 1932, Bob was offered a dealership 
for John Deere’ Farm Equipment and he 
reminisces, “That was the turning point — it was 
from being flat down to up a little bit!” 

His business expanded. He was also selling 
B.A. Oil and Gas, fertilizer, Dodge, Plymouth, 
Chrysler cars and trucks’ so the Pool Hali 
became an office and an addition was built to ac- 
‘commodate the equipment. 

‘The family had also grown and now included 
two daughters, Margaret, who had been born in 
1927, and Patricia in 1935. 

Children and adults alike were very 
resourceful in those years providing much of 
their own entertainment. A curling rink was con- 
structed — of straw! There were four hundred 
guests in attendance at a Farmer's Ball in 1928. 
Chautauquas were held in the Community Hall. 
Movies were shown occasionally and the 
children would adapt some of the incidents to 
stage a “Great Trek” of their own, assembling 
all the “kids”, baby buggies, carts, bicycles, 
wagons, etc, — even going so far as to ford the 
creek or to burn one of their number at the stake! 
Alan MeMeekin was tied to a clothes-line pole, 
the fire was lit, but everyone became frightened 
and ran away when the rubber soles on his run- 
ning shoes began to melt. Luckily his mother saw 
what was happening and rescued him just in 
time! One Hallowe'en the C.N.R. train stopped in 
Leslieville for water. McCallums’ outhouse was 
loaded on a flatear and transported to Nordegg. 
‘A buggy was taken apart, carried over a high 
board fence, piece by piece, and reassembled in 
Sam Gormley’s backyard which had no gate! A 
great deal of work was accomplished by 
threshing crews, wood sawyers, barn raisings, 
quilting bees but there was always time for 











relaxation and entertainment after the work was 
done, 

With the advent of World War II, Bryan 
enlisted in the army and Larry in the air-force. 
Margaret married Bob Manning in 1945 and they 
have two sons, Stanley and Larry, and one 
daughter, Patricia, Bryan married June Hainer 
in 1946 and they have one son, Rod, and two 
daughters, Julie and Vicki. Patricia married Les 
Ferguson in 1951 and they have three sons, Don, 
Grant, and Dwayne, and two daughters, Gwen 
and Barbara, Larry married Norma Bateman in 
1964 and lives in Stettler. Margaret lives at 
Hartell, Pat lives in Red Deer and Bryan lives on 
Grandpa Jake's farm south of Leslieville. Rod 
awford married Barbara Bradshaw in 1971 
‘They have a son, Blake, and live at Condor 
Corner. Vicki married Garry Bertagnollt in 1971 
and they live at Alhambra. Julie married Laurie 
Bertagnolli in 1972. They have a daughter, Kelti, 
and a son, Terryl, and live in the Dovercourt 
District. Bob and Hilda now have 1i grand- 
children and nine great-grandchildren. ‘They 
celebrated their 56th anniversary in 1977. 

Bob became secretary-treasurer of the Rocky 
‘Mountain School Division in 1956 and they moved 
to Rocky Mountain House after living in 
Leslieville for thirty-three years. Il health 
forced him to retire in 1963, He is a charter 
member of the Leslieville Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and served as secretary 
for 14 years. 

‘They continue to live in Rocky Mountain 
House where Hilda is actively involved in the 
Memorial Presbyterian Church Choir and 
Women of the Church Group, the Hospital Aux- 
iliary, the Women’s Institute and the Pioneer 
Centre Senior Citizens Group. 








CUMMERFORD FAMILY 

Patrick (Doc.) Cummerford was born in 
Ireland, and came to North Dakota, later moving 
to Potlatch, Idaho. From there he came to 
Leslieville in 1919, accompanied by his wife and 
‘two sons, George and Charles. He took land just 
north of the present village, which came to be 
known as the Cummerford Ranch. In Idaho he 
had practised the profession of veterinary 
sclence, and continued this work when he came 
to Canada. He died in United States in 1926. His 
wife, known affectionately by everyone as 
“Grandma Cummerford”, continued to live in 
Leslieville until she passed away. 

‘Besides taking up land, he and his two sons 
also purchased one of the local stores, the 
Leslieville Mercantile, which remained in the 
family until 1966. Charles and his wife Harriet 
also lived in Leslieville for five years, until his 
health forced their return to the States. The 
original store was located one block west of the 
present site. 

Mrs. Effie Cummerford and her son Pat, aged 
four years, came to Leslieville in 1921, after the 
death of her husband, Jack, in the United States. 








‘Doc” Cummerford on his prized horse. “Doe” was well known, 
for his veterinary work, and doctoring people when needed, 


She later married George, who, along with her 
son Pat, operated the store for many years. 

Pat Cummerford married Joyce Bell, and 
they lived in Leslieville until 1953, when the fami 
ly moved to Red Deer. Along with his partner, 
Mr. Al. Payne, Pat operated Central Alberta 
‘Music Systems until 1976. 

Pat and Joyce have three children, Mary Ann 
(Mrs. A. Machan), Betty Jean (Mrs. A. Ward), 
and Jack, who is married to Marilyn Cave, all of 
whom live in the Red Deer area. 

Pat died in 1977. His wife still makes her home 
in Red Deer. 


DEVEREUX, CYRIL (SID) AND KAY — by Sid 
Devereux 

We left Veteran, Alberta in October, 1943. 
After a series of very dry years with dust storms 
and grasshoppers to put up with, we were looking 
for greener pastures. 

We bought the NW 3.40-4-W5 and SE 3-40.4-W5 
from Vance McCarthy, two and one half miles 
northwest of Lesiieville. We had an auction sale 
down there and shipped a mixed car of livestock 
up here; we left a neighbor lad to accompany the 
stock, and we came here in time to attend the 
McCarthy sale to pick up some items we would 
need. 

Neighbors here were very good to us: the 
Schiebs, Hainsworths and Barretts had us stay 
overnights at their places until we got our house 
in order; the boys were small then, Francis nine 
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and Wayne five, so they were not able to help 
much, 

About the time of McCarthy's sale we had 
heavy wet snow and it turned quite cold, but it 
soon cleared up and the snow all left and we had 
very little the rest of the winter. Francis started 
going to school at Campbell just one quarter mile 
away. Mrs. Norman was teaching at the time. 

For a while Kay and I were very homesick 
and missed our old friends and neighbors and 
also the wide open prairie. Our half section here 
seemed very small; while we had only one 
quarter of seeded land down there, we had quite 
a lot of grazing lease, I believe at 2%4¢ per acre, 
and for ‘crop lease we gave one sixth to the 
“Special Areas”. Also in the fall when the crops 
were in, we had what they call Free Range and 
could let our stock run out if we wished. 

‘As time went on we made new friends and felt 
more at home here. On the prairie we had only 
one neighbor less than a mile away; here we had 
four, so didn’t feel nearly so isolated. 

Our first crop here in 1944 was very good, the 
oats ran over 100 bushels per acre, which helped 
a lot. We were milking seven or eight cows and 
started raising pigs and keeping some range 
cows, so we made out not too badly. 

Francis took Grade 11 and 12 in Red Deer and 
then took up Air Craft Engineering at Calgary 
Technical Institute. After finishing the three 
years’ course there he worked for AVRO Air- 
craft in Toronto. He worked on the ill-fated 
AVRO Arrow and when the Government 
‘cancelled the go ahead on it he was offered a job 
in Quebec City, for Defence Reaschevich 
Establishment where he still works. He is now 





married and his wife works at the same place. 





Sid Devereux family, taken in Calgary while Francis attended 
Teh 


Wayne went through high school in 
Leslieville. After graduation he took a job with a 
surveying outfit for a while, then took a heavy 
equipment operators course in Idaho, U.S.A 
After graduating there he did cat skinning, also 
had a gravel truck for a while, now he is in the 
back hoe business and has also taken our farm 
over. He married Jackie Livingston in August 





1960, They have three children, Greg 15, Pam 14, 
and Brad eight years. Jackie is presently 
employed at David Thompson High School as 
Librarian. 

Kay and I are semi-retired and living on the 
acreage that Wayne and Jackie had previously 
on NW 1-10-4-W5, 


DOUPE, TOM 

The ‘Tom Doupe family rented the Carl 
Holmes quarter in the Bingley district from 1932 
to 1935, then from 1935 to 1944 they lived in the 
Carlos area. 

Th 1944 they moved to the Fred Street farm at 
Leslieville for four years. Then they rented the 
farm of Ernest Johnson (brother-in-law of Bert 
Doupe), for another four years before moving to 
Victoria. 

For family story, see the Carlos district. 


DURBIN, HENRY AND BRICKLE, CHARLES 
— (by Mattie Martin) 

Another couple of ‘‘old bachelors” who came 
in the early years were Henry Durbin and 
Charles Brickle. They also lived up back of the 
hill north of town and had brought some settler's 
effects with them along with a yoke of oxen. They 
were supposed to work together but like most 
people who try that, they found out it didn't work 
0 they split up and Brickle was the first to leave. 
Henry's mother came to stay with him for a 
while but she too went back to the States. Henry 
Durbin was a very curious person, always asking. 
questions. In a few minutes of conversation with 
him he would nearly learn a person’s life history. 
He too got tired of farm life and left the country, 
never to be heard of again. 


ENNIS, WILLIAM—Information from Earl 
Skoven ‘and Florry Bobier 

One of the very early ploneers of Township 41, 
Bill Ennis, filed a homestead claim on June 12, 
1909, and lived the rest of his life in the north 
Leslieville area, He homesteaded the S.E. 3-41-5- 
W.5, the quarter now owned by Dave Trevelyn, 
across the road west of Centerview Hall. 

Bill was born near Port Carling, Ontario in 
1883, He moved west to Manitoba as a young boy. 
Later he came to Alberta and worked in the 
Lacombe and Blackfalds area. He got a job at 
the livery stable in Lacombe. He freighted goods 
‘and took people out to look for homesteads. One 
time he even drove a Mountie out to pick up alaw 
breaker. He joined the army in the first World 
War, but only got as far as Ireland. 

Bill was “quite a ladies man”, but remained a 
bachelor all his life. In the old days he owned a 
spanking team of drivers, and a nice buggy and 
cutter, and no school teacher ever lacked for a 
way to get to a dance. He was always there to 
lend a hand in organizing a picnic or a dance, and 
he took an active part in school affairs, He called 
the quadrilles at all the dances for many years. 
He was a neighbor highly respected and well 
liked by all. 
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Sometime about 1964 Bill retired to the West 
view Lodge in Rocky Mountain House after spen- 
ding 55 years on his land. In the fall of 1966 he 
passed away, and a former Washington Heights 
teacher, and friend, Ivy (Greentree) Houchen, 
arranged the funeral, and burial, in a Field of 
Honour in a Calgary cemetery. 
ENSIGN, THEODORE (TED) AND 
MARSHALL — by Mattie Martin 

It was possibly about 1907 or 1908 when Ted 
Ensign came to our district and. settled on the 
land at the foot of the Butte Hill which had been 
vacated by Mr. Johnny Campbell. With him 
‘came a young man named Leigh (Lee) McMillan 
who also took a quarter near there. They were 
quite a pair of bachelors, especially Ted, who 
was noted for his pancakes. Whenever there was 
a picnic or a party Ted would always offer to 
make the pancakes and they were good too. He 
wasn’t much of a farmer and used to boast about 
how he had gone to “Ohio State University”. 
Someone jokingly remarked one time that he had 
gone in one door and out the other. Be that as it 
may, Ted was a very likable kind of person and 
came from a very fine family as we found out 
ter his parents had visited here one summer. 
‘hey were nice people, the father being a 
Methodist minister. Ted was a very good tenor 
singer and was a member of our choir at the little 
log church for many years, and was always will- 
ing to help with anything that was being held in 
the community 

















Back row: John Reilly, Mr. McMillan, Ted and Mis. Ensign, 
unknown, Front row: Bob and Bertha McCallum, Mrs. MeMilan, 
‘Mrs. Bennett 


‘Marshall, his younger brother, came out later 
and lived with Ted on the farm but he did not 
take too kindly to farm work so didn’t stay too 
long and went back to the States. Ted, however, 
stayed on, helping to clerk at McKinnon’s store 
for a long time and finally married Miss Julia 
McKinnon, She passed away not too long after 
and is buried in the Leslieville cemetery. Several 
Years after, about 1950, Ted was married to Mrs. 
Jim McCairol and they lived at Condor and 











Nisku until his passing a few years ago. Before 
his marriage he lived for some time with his 
friends at Withrow — long enough to be jokingly 
referred to as "Mayor of Withrow”. Ted, as he 
was called, was well informed, ‘community 
spirited and well liked. 


LARS ERITSLAND FAMILY — LESLIEVILLE 
— by Marie Guenther 

Lars Eritsland came to Alberta in the spring 
of 1916 and worked for Mr. Eggen at Blacktalds 
for a few months to earn enough money to move 
the rest of the family and belongings up here. 

In Oregon they had owned two houses and a 
100 acre farm at Eugene. These were traded 
straight across for two quarters in Alberta, sight 
unseen. One of these quarters was the one west of 
Leslieville where the Eritslands eventually built 
a big house which is still there, now owned by 
Martin Vandenberg. ‘This quarter had been 
homesteaded by Mr. E. Pryor. The other quarter 
was two and one-half miles north of Alhambra. 
Agnes and her husband later bought and lived on 
this quarter. It had been homesteaded by Mr. 
Woods. The remains of his log cabin can still be 
seen along the creek bank. 

In July, 1916, the younger members of the 
Eritsland family and their mother, Anna Marie, 
arrived at Leslieville. The children were Paul 
(46), Ida (13), Agnes (11), Alma (nine), and 
Esther (seven). 

‘The first year that the Eritslands were here, 
Lars had planted potatoes at Blackfalds where 
he was working. In the fall, his good wife, Anna 
Marie, went and dug them. She had them hauled 
to the railway tracks, intending to flag down the 
train and get them moved home to Leslieville. 
For some reason the train didn’t stop, so she 
stayed overnight with friends. After ‘making 
arrangements to have her potatoes put on the 
next train, she set out to walk home down the 
tracks and walked all but 11 miles when she was 
given a ride on a speeder. 

In May, 1917, Emma (19) and Hilda (23) came 
up from Oregon. Hilda taught school at Bingley 
till the fall of 1917 when she returned to Oregon to 
marry Victor Stratton. In 1931 they moved to 
Alberta to homestead at Condor. Hilda taught in 
several schools in the area over the years and 
after they moved to Red Deer she taught 
children at the Provincial Training School for 
many years. She now lives in Mission, B.C. They 
have seven children: Julia (Mrs. N. von Hollen) 
of Hatzic, B.C., Victor of England, Lillian 
(deceased), David and Lucille of Oregon, U.S.A., 
and Douglas and Daniel in the U.S.A. 

Emma got_a job teaching in Prairie Rose 
School in 1917; at that time it was between 
Leslieville and Condor. In 1918 Emma taught at 
‘Taimi where she was the first teacher In the dis. 
trict. She lived upstairs in the old log house that 
Was used as a school room. She married Andrew 
Hjortaas, a minister. They lived at Sylvan Lake 
and held services in many areas between 
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Back row: Ida, Alma and Agnes Eritlnd. Front row: Mes. 
Britsland, Esther and Lars Ertland, Inset; Paul Ensand, 


Rimbey, Leslieville, Alhambra and Sylvan Lake. 
From there they moved to Macrorie, 
Saskatchewan, where they lived for 30 years, 
‘Then they moved to Calgary where Andrew died. 
Emma now lives in Camrose. They had one 
adopted daughter, Freida, who lives in Camrose. 

In 1922, Oscar (26) moved to Leslieville after 
‘the death of his wife in a fire In Chicago, bringing 
with him his two year old daughter, Esther. He 
later married Mildred Magrath and moved to 
Calgary, then later to Lethbridge where his wife 
still lives. Oscar died in 1971. They have six 
children besides Esther who is at Woodstock, 
Illinois. 'They are Bernard (in U.S.A.), Dorothy, 
Marie, Lawrence, Rosalind, and Carol (in Van? 
couver). 

Lydia, the oldest daughter, married Jappe 
Dahle in’ Minnesota and remained there on a 
farm to raise nine boys and one girl and as far as 
is known they live in the United States. She died 
In 1960. 

Of the family who came to Alberta in 1916, 
Lars died in 1930 of a stroke. Anna Marie, the 
mother, remained on the farm with Paul for 
many years, eventually moving to Alhambra to 
live near Agnes, She lived to be 96 years and 
lived alone, looking after herself until she was 94 
‘At the age of 91, Anna Marie was discovered 
upon her porch roof one day reshingling it. She 
was very active till she broke her hip at 94, in a 
fall in the house. 

Paul remained on the farm until 1970 when he 
retired to Red Deer with his wife, the former 
Cecil Hogberg whom he married in 1948. He died 
of cancer in 1977, 

Ida married Rudy Lowe of Blackfalds and 
lived on a farm there till her death in 1965 of 
cancer. They had twelve children, two of whom 
died in their teens. Peter lives in Australia, Lor- 

















na in Red Deer, Lawrence in Calgary, Marjorie 
in Rimbey, Ralph In Alberta, Betty in Red Deer, 
Donald in Calgary, Dorothy’ in Mirror, Norman 
in Warburg, and Thelma in Lacombe, 

‘Agnes taught school at Hay Lake for one year, 
at Harmonian for two years and at Leedale and 
Hoadley. 

Esther taught at Fuller and Midland Schools. 
Esther and Agnes married brothers, Earl and 
Victor Stollings and farmed at Rimbey for 
several years. In 1938 Agnes and Victor moved to 
Alhambra where they farmed for a few years. 
‘Agnes taught school at Alhambra for many 
years. They raised one boy and three girls. 
Robert is married and has two children. The 
family lives in Red Deer. Marie (Mrs. N. 
Guenther) lives in Alhambra district and has 
five sons and two daughters. Myrtle (Mrs. J. von 
Hollen) lives in Haney, B.C. and has three 
children. Helen (Mrs. C. Andrews) lives in 
Blackfalds and has three children. Agnes died in 
1964 of cancer. 

Esther and Earl and their two boys moved to 
Saunders where Earl worked for the forestry. 
While there they had two girls. Cecil and Lars 
are married and live in Edmonton. Shirley (Mrs. 
Chalmers) lives in Caroline. They have two 
children, Mavis (Mrs. W. Weber) lives in 
Calgary. They are expecting thelr first child this 
year. They eventually retired to Jasper. Esther 
ied of cancer in 1971. 

‘Alma taught at Leedale for five years. She 
married Bernard von Tettenborn and they 
farmed at Rimbey till the death of her husband. 
Alma then moved to Rimbey and then to Red 
Deer where she now lives at the Centennial 
Courts. They have two sons and three daughters: 
Bernard, Irls, Linda, Mark and Betty-Ann. Ber. 
nard and Gladys with their family live at Round 
Hills. Iris (Mrs. Nast) lives in Victoria and has 
eight children, Linda is married, has a family 
and lives in Edmonton. Mark is married and 
resides in Edmonton. Betty-Ann is married and 
they have one child; they live in Eastern 
Canada. 





FENIG, R. 

T, Raymond Fenig, was born January 1895 at 
Zagrow near Pozun, Meklenberg, East Ger- 
many. I understood from my father that the 
name Fennig was an alteration from Fennigan, 
as my parents were supposed to have come from 
Ireland. 

‘My father was a building contractor and also 
for awhile Mayor and also in charge of the fire 
brigade of Zagrow. I remember well, a very 
large church my father had built where I used to 
sing as a choir boy. It had a very large organ and 
a beautiful picture hanging over the altar, which 
T have heard the Russians took after they oc- 
cupled East Germany. I attended school in 
Zagrow. 

‘Tn May 1912 [ immigrated to the U.S.A. to live 





with my aunts at Scranton, New York. Between 
1912-1914 I used to go west to work on farms, par- 
ticularly at harvest time. In 1915, T bought a 
quarter of land near Hertzfield, Wells County in 
North Dakota. My first crop was mostly flax with 
some wheat. The same year I volunteered for the 
army but was turned down on physical grounds. 

In 1917 T enlisted in the army but was dis- 
charged later in the year. I then went west to 
Seattle and found a job riveting in Skinners 
Shipyard, until I was laid off due to the slump in 
ship building after the end of the first war. 

‘From Seattle I went to Aberdeen, Washington 
to work in a logging camp, this was in 1919. T 
worked on the steam engines. One of these was 
rated at 3,000 H.P., and was built by Washington 
Tron Works. They built six of these engines and 
then stopped as they were too heavy to move. 
Oliver Salmon and Harry Godkin worked at the 
same mill. 

Towned a small acreage Just outside of Aber- 
deen and bullt a house on it. I had become ac- 
quainted with a Mr. William Turner who owned a 
quarter just south of the present Cross Roads 
Store, (His land Is now owned by Russ Parr). Mr. 
‘Turner told me about Alberta. 

In 1929 I sold my property and moved to 
Alberta coming up through Kingsgate. I brought 
aa few pieces of furniture with me, which came by 
rail, 

T remember a terrific hail storm that wiped 
out everything around Leslieville just after 1 
arrived, however, just a mile north there was no 
hail 

T bought the quarter Jack Leslie now owns, 
the SW 28-40-5. I plowed 42 acres and broke seven 
acres the first year, and dug a 40 foot well, just 
south of the house where Jack lives now. This 
‘was really good water, but unfortunately, where 
T dug was on the road allowance and the well was 
filled in when the road was surveyed. 

Tn 1934 I sold the SW 28-40-5 to Paul Hansinger 
for four very small heifer calves and 400 board 
feet of 2 x 4 lumber. I moved to the W ¥4 16-40-5, 
known as the Moser place. (Henry Moser worked 
at freighting and building in Billings, Montana). 
Irented this Moser land for about 10 years, and I 
also farmed the NW 30-40-5, known as the Carl 
Holmes place and also the NE 8-40-5 at the same 
time. 

‘Around 1943 I bought the SW 22-40-5 and I later 
bought the NW 22 to make a half section, This 
later quarter was homesteaded by Gordon Tink’s 
father. I bought a D 2 “cat” in 1948, it was the 
first in the district. 

Tn 1964 I sold this land to Dennis Anderson, 
although I continued to live there for awhile. In 
1967 I bought the land farmed by Gilbert 
‘Maitland E ¥ 34-41-6. In 1972 I sold this land and 
retired to Rocky for a year. 

In 1973, I got tired of being retired and bought 
the NE 4-416 where I am farming now. I have 
cleared nearly all of the quarter since I came 
here, 











I am now 83 years of age, and keeping quite 
active, busy and enjoying life. 


FOURNIER, GEORGE — (by Mattie Martin) 
George Fournier was a quiet, nice young man 
who came from eastern Canada about 1907 or 
11908 and took up land on the Blueberry hill. He 
was just a very young fellow and trying to farm 
without too much money and machinery was a 
task he couldn’t cope with so he didn’t stay too 
long in the district. He used to come to church 
and to any picnics or other affairs that were held 
and we ail thought a lot of him but he left after a 
short stay and went back to his former home. 


FREYLINGER, PETER AND HELENA 
FAMILY — by Mrs. Walter MeMeekin 

Peter Freylinger was born in Esch sur 
Alzette, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg on June 8, 
3801, the son of Nicolas Freylinger and Katherine 
Schmalat. 

Helena Sassel was born in Esch sur Alzette, 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg August 3, 1890 the 
daughter of Michel Sassel and Suzanne Reuter. 

My parents grew up in Luxembourg where 
the official languages are French and German 
while the national language is Luxembourgeois. 
They received their education there. 

In 1911, Dad immigrated to Canada, at first 
being employed in Nova Scotia, and a year later 
came west to Coalhurst, Alberta, where he 
worked in the coal mines. Mother joined him 
there a year or so later. 

In his quest for a farm Dad came to Central 
Alberta and the Hespero — Evergreen area. In 
1919 they bought the former Lawrence Fritch 
tarm (SW 16-38-4 W5) and moved there 

Dad wanted a bush farm, lots of bush — the 
prairles were so barren of trees and windy. He 
got it and spent many years clearing the land 
and breaking it, to make it suitable for mixed 
farming. The work was done by horses. The trac- 
tor being used much, much later in farming 
operations. 

‘There was an abundance of wild berries, 
flowers and wildlife right on the farm. Prairie 
chickens and rabbits were very plentiful. This 
put meat on some pioneers’ tables when not 
much else was available. 

Roads were built with horses, scrapers and 
lots of ‘‘man-power”’. They were dirt, and in 
marshy places corduroy with dirt. In the spring 
some of these became boggy and inundated and 
the dirt was washed away or the logs sank Into 
the bog, s0 had to be repaired. In the winter the 
snow drifts were very high across the roads in 
places and travel was almost impossible. 

Travel was by horses, sleighs and cutters in 
the winter and wagon, democrat or buggy in the 
summer. Cars were very rare. We rode 
horseback, walked, (some had horses and buggy 
or sleigh) to get to our one room school. We lived 
three miles trom Daisy Nook, the school we 
attended. Grades 1 to 8 were taught there in the 





early years and later in the 30's high school. One 
teacher taught all these grades — including the 
high school. 

"The teachers I remember are; Mr. Stewart 
Meeres, my Grade 1 teacher and following him, 
Mr. Glenworth Jones, Mr. Norman Lougheed, 
Miss Hilda Lawrence (now Mrs. Jonas Ander: 
son), Miss Aileen Hillman and Betty Baldwin 
(now Mrs. Robin Hartley), the last of which T 
must pay tribute to for helping us all so diligently 
in our quest for senior matriculation. 

Box socials and dances nearly always raised 
funds for our annual Christmas concert and a 
community picnic always ended the school year. 

‘The nearest doctor, if there was a resident 
one, was Eckville, Rocky Mountain House or 
Red Deer. 

Telephones were few, our closest being at 
Frank Cerny’s one and’a half miles distant. 
Radios were rare until the 30's when they 
became more common. The hand wound 
gramophone was one source of music; a few had 
these. Coal oil or gas lamps were used for 
lighting and wood for heating. 

Holidays such as Christmas and Easter were 
spent and shared with neighbors; few had 
relatives near. Neighbors visited each other 
often and an evening of entertainment was 
sometimes playing cards, the accordian or other 
musical instrument, the’ gramophone and con- 
versing and the serving of lunch and coffee. 

Most social events were held in the one room 
school, such as dances, concerts, an occasional 
silent movie and church services. All partook in 
these occasions, young and old intermingled. 
‘They were truly family get-togethers. 

‘A community hall was an urgent need. Both 
my parents were active In community affairs 
and participated in every way they could to help 
in the building and management of the 
Evergreen Hall. 

Dad served as a school trustee on the Daisy 
‘Nook School Board for many years and was also 
the district weed inspector and road foreman 
(when road building and repairing took place) at 
one time. 

Dad was of a serious nature; was an avid 
reader with a deep passion for learning, He was 
an interesting conversationalist and ioved to 
recall events of the past. I’m sure his friends and 
neighbors will recall hearing the tale of the 
obstinate horse he once owned on the prairies — 
that nothing on earth could move — once it had 
decided to stop, no matter where, and also of the 
time when he came to this area in search of land 
in June, upon looking out of the window in the 
morning, there was snow on the ground— not 
much encouragement to a would-be-farmer. 

‘Mom was of a jolly, fun loving nature and en. 
joyed both young and old. Her family, home and 
farm were her life 

Both Mom and Dad spoke several languages 
fluently, but In all the years met only two people 
with whom they could converse in Luxem- 

















bourgeois — Mrs. Bonk, whose husband had the 
blacksmith shop at Hespero and Mr. Matt 
Hoven, a farmer of the Gaetz district. 

Burlals often took place on the home farm in 
the early years and so the body of Mr. Buchta 
Sr., father of Albert, and son-in-law of Mr. 
Fritch, rests on the hills of the farm, 

During the ensuing years my parents 
received thelr citizenship papers and became 
British subjects. They were proud to be a part of 
their adopted land. 

‘hey had three children: 

—a'son Michael John of Mission, B.C., born in 
Esch sur Alzette, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 
on September 8, 1910. He is now retired from the 
logging industry in which he was employed. He 
married Cora Belle Wright of Keremeos, B.C. 
and they have a family of four, Theodore (Ted), 
Darlene, Sheila and Cheryl. 

— a’ daughter Catherine Helene born at 
Coaihurst, Alberta, January 11, 1915. She 
married Gudbjorn Thorlakson of Markerville, 
Alberta. They lived in Markerville, Evergreen, 
Benalto and Red Deer. He was a cream hauler, 
mechanic, trucker, farmer and school janitor. 
The had’ three children; Kenneth Peter of 
Calgary, born on November 15, 1940, Donald 
Clare of Toronto, Ontario, born on March 1, 1947 
and Myrna Lois born August 29, 1943, whose un- 
timely passing on December 19, 1952 brought 
deep sorrow to thelr lives. Catherine passed 
away on February 22, 1970. Gudbjorn presently 
resides in Red Deer. 

‘— a daughter (myself) Cecilla Anna (Mrs. 
Walter McGregor McMeekin of Leslieville) born 
at Coalhurst, Alberta on June 14, 1917. Walter 
and I lived in Calgary while he served in the 
Royal Canadian Airforce and after his dis- 
charge, moved to Leslieville where he managed 
Leslieville Motors until it changed ownership in 
1975. He remains there presently as head 
mechanic. We are blessed with three sons and 
three daughters, as recorded in the Walter 
MecMeekin history. 

‘Mother passed away on October 14, 1955. A 
year later Dad sold the farm to Wenzel Kubik 
(Jim) and moved to the town of Rimbey where 
he resided until his passing on October 14, 1967. 








GALOT, MR. AND FAMILY — (by Mattie Mar- 
tin) 

"The NW 24.39-5-W5 had been homesteaded by 
Leslie Reilly in 1906 but as he had received an ap- 
pointment at the Merchant's Bank in Red Deer 
he gave up the land and Mr. Galot applied for it 
and got it. As he did not have enough money to 
build a big house he made a dugout in the side of 
the hill, cribbed it up nicely inside, and sent for 
his family. 

‘They came and were frustrated when they 
saw where they had to live but made the best of 
the situation and soon settled down. There was 
Mame. Galot, Jeanne, Angelle and a nice little 
boy, Maurice, Jeanne found employment at Mrs. 





Bureau's, Angelle went to work at Innisfail 
where she married, and Maurice in later years 
went to Maple Creek and still farms there. This 
land, after the Galot’s left, became the home of 
the Tom Davenport family. 





“The GalotFanly at Red Deer 1909 with Mme. Pireeau, 


GIBSON, THE GORDON FAMILY 

Gordon was born in Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan, He received his early education 
in Congress, Saskatchewan. Most of his high 
school subjects were through correspondence 
courses. He attended the Fundamental Bible 
School at Port Coquitlam, British Columbia, and 
‘came to this area in 1940 to pastor at the Withrow 
Gospel Mission. In 1942 he married Freda Bott, 
oldest daughter of Mrs. Keltha and the late Fred. 
Bott of the Withrow area. Freda grew up on the 
familly farm along with her seven brothers and 
two sisters. She attended the Shady Lane school 
and also the Fundamental Bible School at Port 
Coquitlam, B.C. It was during their stay at 
Withrow on October 4, 1943, that thelr first 
daughter, Joy, was born. Together the three of 
them travelled around in their old 26 Chevrolet, 
even taking thelr goat along whenever they 
planned to be away for several days. On one of 
thelr trips out west of Rocky Mountain House to 
pick blueberries, the goat was sitting on the back 
seat of the car when they boarded the ferry to 
cross the river. It was the ferryman’s job to 
count each passenger and keep a record of it 
Well, he even counted the goat as one of the fami- 
ly. She was a pet as well as a good source of milk 
but was also a nuisance at times. While on this 
trip they slept in a bathhouse on a straw tick. 
‘There was a window with no glass in it but a slab 
nailed over it. In the early hours of the morning, 
a bear came and looked in the window at them. It 
was lucky there was a slab over the window. AS 
they were leaving for home, it had just rained. 
‘They went in the ditch. We pushed the car out but 
it went in the ditch on the other side. This time it 
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had to be jacked out. In spite of all the in. 
conveniences, they took home a lot of blueberries 
which made the trip worth it all. 

‘One experience the Gibson’s had while they 
lived at Withrow will never be forgotten. Freda's 
brother Dave had taken them to Withrow in a 
‘wagon to do some work around the church. At the 
time the Horseguard River would flood in the 
spring and flow over both approaches to the 
bridges. While they were at Withrow the banks of 
the river had flooded over the road. They started 
across the water and the wagon box began to 
float off the wheels and carriage of the wagon 
and by the time they reached the bridge it was 
just hanging on by a peg. Rather than taking any 
chances on crossing over the opposite approach, 
they decided to leave the wagon along with 
horses’ harness on the bridge and ride the horses 
back to Withrow as the other approach was 
deeper and swifter than the one they had just 
crossed. Dave had to stay with Gordon and 
Freda until the river went down. 

The Gibson's pastored at Withrow and Dia- 
mond Valley for a number of years and then 
moved to New Raven to pastor the Gospel Mis- 
sion there. It was while they were at New Raven 
that Gordon decided to teach school. He took his 
Grade Twelve at Dickson School. Tt was also at 
this time on January 19, 1947, that their son, Dan- 
ny was born. In the fall of that year Gordon 
aitended the University of Alberta to prepare for 
his teaching. In the spring of 1948 he began 
teaching at the Medicine Valley school. Thelr 
| frst trip to Medicine Valley was when thelr 

brother, Eddle, took them and their belongings 
| in a lumber wagon. Again the Horseguard river 
| was flooded and the water was running over the 
road but they made it across without any trouble. 

In September 1948 they moved to the Wolfe 
school and lived in the teacherage, During thelr 
first winter at Wolfe their means of transporta- 
tion was a horse named Fanny, loaned to them 
by the late Garnet McLean and a cutter. Many 
times they walked to Withrow for the mail or to 
attend church. Sometimes the snow was very 
| Geep and drifts were high. As soon as they could 

afford it they bought a Model A Ford, They ate 
lots of prairie chickens and got another friendly 
goat to supply them with milk and to follow the 
school children around. 

Tt was in January 1951 that they moved back 
to the Medicine Valley School. As the school had 
| a very large enrolment his wife helped with his 

teaching by supervising the lower grades. The 
highlights of the school year were the ball 
games, plenles and the ‘Christmas concerts 
which usually lasted at least two hours, They in- 
cluded dialogues, recitations, drills, songs by the 
whole school as’ well as solos and duets. ‘The 
‘school was always jampacked for these events. 

After leaving Medleine Valley the Gibsons 
moved to Evarts where Gordon taught for one 
year. On May 4, 1954, their second daughter, 
Maxine was born. Soon after this happy event 













































































took place they moved to Leslieville where they 
have made their home since. 

On May 15, 1959, their third daughter, Carol 
was born and two years later on February 17, 
1961, their second ‘son, Dale was born. Carol 
graduated from David Thompson High School in 
June, 1977. She lives in Rocky Mountain House 
and is a stenographer for the Department of 
Social Services. Dale is living at home and is 
attending David Thompson High School. Thelr 
daughter, Joy, married Allan Brososky of 
Eckville. 'Allan’ was employed with Molander 
Brothers for about ten years before he and his 
family moved to Fort McMurray where he is now 
employed with Great Canadian Oil Sands. They 
have four children, Debra attending High School, 
Howard in Junior High, Blain in Elementary 
School, and a foster child, Eldon at home. 

‘The Gibson’s son, Danny, lives on a farm near 
Innisfail with his wife, Judy and thelr three 
daughters. Susan and Jenny attend elementary 
school in Innisfail. Their new baby daughter, 
Charlotte Anne, was born November 4, 1977. 
Danny is country sales manager for the Ad-Viser 
Publications in Red Deer. 


‘The Gordon Gibson Family. Left 1 right: Dale, Maxine (a a 
bride), Gordon and Freda siting, with Danale at back, Joy and 
Carel 


‘Their daughter, Maxine is married to Paul 
Depner and they live at Rocky Mountain House. 
‘They have a two year old son, Clay. Paul is 
employed in oil field work. Maxine 1s a 
stenographer for the Department of Agriculture. 

After twenty-six years of teaching school Gor- 
don retired in 1974. He enjoys curling, playing 
horseshoe and gardening. He also does some sub- 
teaching. 








THE GLASSPOOLE FAMILY — submitted by 
Mrs. Frances Lyons and Mrs. Margeret Hall 

William Wallace Glasspoole, born in March, 
1869, and Hannah Kate Dodge, born April 9, 1898 
in Webster Rooks County, Kansas, U.S.A., were 
married on November 26, 1914." Their eldest 
daughter, Frances Ellen, was born October 15, 
1915 and’Evelyn Jane was born April 15, 1917. 
Both were born in Cour D’Alene, Idaho, U.S.A. 

In 1917 the family moved to Canada, and lived 
in quite a few different areas. They lived for 
awhile at Carlos, Alberta, and this is where 
James Henry was born on’ September 10, 1918. 
The family then moved from Carlos to 
Leslieville, and then to Horberg, Alberta where 
Mr. Glasspoole worked as a pumpman for the 
C.N.R, It was here that William Rex was born on 
April i, 1921, Andrew Martin on October 7, 1923, 
and Margaret Emma on February 25, 1925. 

‘Tn 1935 the family moved back to their 
homestead at Leslieville but didn’t stay there for 
very long. The next move was to Ted Ensign’s 
farm, where Berry Arlene was born on June 29, 
1927. Here, also, Frances, Evelyn and James all 
started to school. They attended the Campbell 
School (or Butte, as it was sometimes called.) 

‘The next move was to Alix in 1928 where Mr. 
Glasspoole had a pumpman's job for the C.N.R. 
Here two more children were born: Dorothy 
‘Annette on September 1, 1929 and Everett 
Wallace on December 13, 1934. 

‘Mr. Glasspoole passed away on February 18, 
1948 ai the age of 77 years. Mrs. Glasspoole lives 
in Red Deer, and on April 9, 1977 she was 79 years 
of age. 











GORE, JOHNNY — (by Mattie Martin) 
Johnny was a small boy in stature but with a 
heart of gold inside him. He was sent out from 





Johnny Gore and Beatrice Foreman, 





England, as a lot of others were, to be a helper 
ona farm so he lived with the McLeans near 
Lake Megantic and came west with them. Living 
across from the Hopkins place he became well 
acquainted with them and later married the 
oldest daughter, Ethel. He built a little house in 
Leslieville (which is now the W. I. Hall) and they 
lived happily there for some time till one day 
someone whom Ethel liked better came along 
and she went away with him and left little John- 
He was very upset so the McKinnon's took 
him under their wing and he was their faithful 
friend forever. He joined the army during the 
first World War and was a bugler. Later he was a 
drummer in the orchestra that we had In those 
days but finally he took sick and passed away at 
the hospital in Rocky Mountain House and is 
buried in the Leslieville cemetery. 











HAINSWORTH, THE JOSEPH FAMILY — by 
Art Hainsworth 

Joesph Hainsworth came to Canada from 
England with his parents when he was seven 
years old, in the year 1882. Mary Hogg came 
from Scotland with her parents in the year 1888 
when she was six years old. Both families settled 
in Manitoba not far from Winnipeg. In those days 
it took three weeks to cross from Britain to 
Canada, Most of that time was spent in lower 
deck as the seas were too rough to allow 
passengers on upper deck, with the type of ships 
used in those days, 

"They met and were married in Winnipeg on 
May 1, 1902, spending the next 16 years in Los 
Angeles U.S.A., where their family increased by 
two sons and four daughters. In 1918 they 
returned to Canada, living one year at Red Deer, 
‘Alberta where Dad worked for Hewson Draying 
Co. They then rented a farm near Evarts, a 
small town along the Burnt Lake Trail. This is 
where T was born in August 1919. The farm they 
rented was sold and in May, 1920 they moved toa 
half section farm, SW 10-40-4-W5, SE 9-40-4-W5, 
five miles north and west of Leslieville which 
they purchased from Mr. J. M. MacDonald of 
Eckville. It was formerly homesteaded by 
‘Mr. Ted Ensign, an early settler in the district. 

In the winter my father and oldest brother 
John took teams and worked in the lumber 
‘camps of Fishers and Phoenix, while my older 
brother and sisters cared for the livestock on the 
farm, In 1921 another son was born, and in 1926 
the family was completed by the birth of another 
daughter. 

‘Among my earliest memories of the farm was 
dad seeding grain by hand from tubs in the back 
of a wagon, and harrowing the grain into the soil 
with a drag-harrow. This proved to produce very 
abundant crops. Although in those days with the 
slow ripening varieties of grain it turned out to 
be greenfeed more often than grain. 

In the late 20's a horse powered hay baler was 
obtained and many carloads of hay were baled 
throughout the district by my dad and two older 
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brothers. Most of the hay was loaded in boxcars 
and shipped west to the logging camps or the 
mines at Nordegg and Alexo. 

‘The first threshing I remember was done by a 
small hand fed separator and a straw carrier in- 
stead of a blower. This straw had to be forked 
away from the end of the carrier by hand to pre- 
vent it piling up and plugging. 

Later most of the threshing was done by Mr. 
Card’s steam powered separator and a large 
crew. It seemed to me more time was spent mov- 
ing from one small field to another than it took to 
thresh them, On occasions the big steam engine 
would bog down in the many soft mud holes in 
the district at that time. It wasn’t long before our 
close neighbor got a high elevator wooden separ- 
ator and a Rumely tractor. As there were no 
augers at that time, the grain was elevated to 
about 16 feet then run down a pipe into the grain 
bin or wagon, 

My oldest brother and sister were through 
school when we moved to the Leslieville district. 
‘The rest of the family obtained thelr schooling at 
the Campbell School, which was situated at the 
foot of the big hill on the present Albert Motus 
farm. As I remember there was always a 
Hainsworth to do the janitor work at the school. T 
put in three years at it for the much appreciated 
salary of $5. a month. Many were the mornings I 
left before daylight and walked, (or ran) the one 
and one half miles across country to light the fire 
only to have the teacher come and send the two 
or three of us who got there home, when the 
temperature was -40 or -50 Fahrenhelt. 

Dad and Mother celebrated their 50th wed. 
ding anniversary on the farm in 1952. They also 
celebrated their 60th anniversary in the 
Leslieville community hall in 1963. Mother 
passed away in October of that year, at the age of 
30 years, 

In January 1963 I married Verna Doupe of 
Victoria, B.C. Dad lived with us on the farm until 
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his passing in the West Park Nursing Home in 
April, 1972 at the age of 96, 

‘Verna and I spent 14 years on the farm, then 
sold it to my nephew Steven Hainsworth and 
wife, Priscilla (nee Robinson) of Aurora, who 
are ‘presently on the farm with their three 
children. 

Elght of the nine children born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Hainsworth are still living in Alberta, 

John, a widower retired from farming, lives 
in Rocky Mountain House. Miss Daisy 
Hainsworth passed away In 1968. Helen, (Mrs. 
Wesley McNeil) retired from farming, lives in 
Eckville, Charlie retired trom working for the 
C.P.R. and lives at Sylvan Lake. Florence, (Mrs. 
George Barret), retired from the farm to live in 
Delburne. Ruth, (Mrs. Donald MacDonald), 
lives In Fort Saskatchewan. Verna and { 
(Arthur) live on an acreage close to Leslieville. 
‘My brother and his wife, David and Betty farm 
at Leslieville and Dave also works for 
Homestead Oil. They have five boys, Gordon, 
Steven, Barry, Brent, and Lyle. 

Gordon married Doreen Thompson and they 
farm on the original Jim Thompson farm and 
also work on oil rigs. They have two boys 
Matthew and Kevin, 

‘Steven and Priscilla, on the Hainsworth 
homeplace have two girls and a boy: Trina, 
Tammy and Cameron. 

Barry married Beverley Yarbrough and they 
live on the Dave Hainsworth farm and he works 
on oil drilling rigs. They have one daughter 
Monica. 

Brent and Lyle are still at home and attending 
David Thompson High School. 














HALL, REG AND GLADYS 

Reg and Gladys Hall came to Leslieville from 
Rocky Mountain House in the spring of 1937. Reg 
worked as a mechanic for Percy Black who had 
the Massey-Harris dealership. He later worked 
for Carl and Claude Davenport in their garage. 
Reg also did the original electrical wiring in the 
town of Leslieville when electricity was first 
available, Gladys was an active member of the 
Women's Institute. 

Reg joined the Air Force in 1940 and subse- 
quently moved his family to Red Deer, Alberta. 
After the War Reg settled in Sudbury, Ontario. 
He is now retired. Gladys has remarried and still 
lives in Red Deer where she works as a 
bookkeeper at Red Deer Motors. 

Reg and Gladys have five children, Alberta, 
Dean, Kelth, Mona, and Douglas. Alberta (Bob- 
die) attended Grades 1, 2 and 3 at the Leslieville 
School before moving to Red Deer. Her Grade 1 
teacher was Cecely Baker. In 1949 she married 
Jim Dickson of Alhambra, Alberta. They now 
farm south of Leslieville. Jim and Bobbie have 
eight children whose histories are recorded in 
the “‘Dickson, Samuel and Alma” history. 

Dean was Area Manager for Texas Oil in 











Estevan, Saskatchewan. He died in an accident 
at the age of 22 years. 

Keith trained as a Stationary Engineer in 
Vancouver, British Columbia. He married Mar. 
Jorie Webb of Montreal, Quebee in 1960. They 
have two sons, Christopher and Steven. Both are 
still attending school. They live in Prince 
George, B.C. where Keith works at the Pulp and 
Paper Plant 

‘Mona worked in a bank in Vancouver, B.C. 
She married Walter Giesbrecht in 1961, and they 
have two children, Dean and Kathy, still in 
school. Mona and Wally live in Kamloops where 
Mona is employed as a secretary and Wally is 
employed as a meat cutter for Swifts. 

Douglas, after leaving school, went to work 
for the Red Deer Post Otfice where he is still 
employed. He married Meredith Cameron in 
1961. They have one daughter, Kimberley, who is 
attending Red Deer Composite High School. 

Gladys’s younger brother, Dale, and “her 
sister, LaVerne, came to live with the Halls in 
1938 when their mother died. They went to school 
in Leslieville 

Dale is a Stationary Engineer in Prince 
George. Dale and Isabelle were married in 1951 
‘They have one son, Peter. 

LaVerne married Thomas LaPointe in 1957 
‘They have four children, Thomas (Kippy) 
Leanne, Cheryl and Rhonda. LaVerne and Tom- 
my live in Surrey, B.C. where Tommy is 
warehouse manager for Safeway. 








HAMBLETON, WILLIAM AND KATHLEEN: 
HENRY AND JEANNE HAMBLETON, HARRY 

William Hambleton, known to his friends as 
“Bill” was born in Leek, Staffordshire, England, 
in 1878, He arrived in Canada by boat in 1903. He 
continued his journey by train until he arrived in 
Winnipeg. Here he joined his brother, Harry, 
who was working as a cabinet maker. During the 
winter months Bill worked at his trade as a 
bricklayer. 

In the spring of 1904 the brothers headed west 
to take up homesteading. Upon arrival in the 
Alhambra district they settled on the SW 24.39-6. 

‘They started out with a ‘team’ consisting of 
one ox and one horse. They broke the land with 
the ‘team’ and a walking plow. The ‘team’ was 
also used to fetch supplies from Red Deer each 
spring, summer and fall. They lived in a one- 
room log house with a sod roof, furnished with a 
stove, a wooden table, chairs, and beds. The 
brothers farmed this quarter from 1904 until 
1914. During this time they suffered through 
hardships, enjoyed good times and survived 
through culinary failures and unexpected 
successes. 

Bill and Harry managed to be fair cooks, but 
at times the cold winters frustrated their best ef- 
forts. One winter evening Bill mixed up a batch 
of bread dough and in order to keep it warm so 
that it would rise, he proceeded to take it to bed 
for the night. Upon waking in the morning he dis: 














covered that the dough had not risen at all. As 
the brothers headed out to fetch a load of wood, 
Bill threw the dough out by a fence post, dis- 
gusted with his failure. The brothers returned in 
the afternoon with a sleigh load of wood, when all 
of a sudden the team took flight. Harry hung on 
to the frightened team with all his might. Bill 
jumped off, prepared to do battle with the critter 
that was scaring the team. Sneaking into the 
yard, past the gate, past the lean-to shelter, he 
‘stopped alll of a sudden and looked - - --. The var- 
mint wasn’t any four-legged critter at all. Lo and 
behold, the bread dough had risen up beside the 
fence post into a huge ball! Bill swiftly grabbed 
the dough, stoked up the fire In the cookstove, 
and sliced the dough into loaves and proceeded to 
bake the bread for supper. 

In 1914 with the call of World War I the 
brothers joined the Canadian Army. Bill served 
for five years and 10 months. During this time he 
fought in France at Vimy Ridge, in Germany and 
did duty time in England, While in England, he 
met and courted Kathleen Swain. They were 
married in 1919, and a son, William Henry Swain, 
was born on July 26, 1920. Bill was honorably dis- 
charged from the army in 1920 and returned to 
the Aihambra district in December, 1920 with his 
wife, son and four year old step-daughter, 
Florence. 

After Bill returned from the War with his 
family he found he had lost his original 
homestead as it was reclaimed to meet tax 
payments. So he rented the NE 12-39-6-W5 where 
R. Olson lives now. Here he lived with his family 
until he could purchase the SW 30-39-5-W5. Then 
the family lived there in a two-room house which 
they expanded to a two storey house over the 
years. They had seven head of Shorthorn cattle, 
‘but only one cow survived calving after the first 
winter! 

In 1920 Bill started to work for the C.P.R. on 
the track from Alhambra west to 55. He worked 
on this job for four and one half years with Jack 
Pollitt as the section foreman. Other men who 
worked on the same job were George Farrington 
and Harry Crabtree. George bought the NW 7-39- 
5.W5. Harry Crabtree was from Yorkshire, 
England and had three sons, Horace, Arnold and 
Ervin, Harry farmed the SW 7-39-5-W5 which he 
later sold to G. Antrim and bought the quarter 
Clarence Needham now lives on from Bill 
Phillips. (See Farrington and Watters histories.) 

Henry, Bill’s son, attended the Beaver Flat 
School from 1927 to 1934. The youngsters of the 
area got a great deal of joy in skating on the 
creek in winter time but their real favorite sport 
was heading for the swimming hole after school 
or on a Sunday afternoon in the summer. 

In the late 1930's, Henry and Arnold and Ervin 
Crabtree worked in mills in the bush camps. Ar- 
nold made skis with no poles and the boys 
amused themselves skiing downhill in the 
moonlight when the day’s work was done. Arnold 
also made snowshoes, tanned hides, and was a 
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In 1938 the Hambleton’s bought their fist cat, a chev. Left to 
right: Bob Maconochie, Tom Butler, Harry Davis Hambleton, Flo 
(Giambleion) Turton, Steve Biswange, Bil Hambleton seated inside 
the ear. 


taxidermist. Ervin took a mall order course in 
electricity and radio repairing. Arnold and Ervin 
live in British Columbia. Horace was a fire 
ranger in the 1930's. 

Bill broke the land with a team of horses until 
he acquired a 1936 Allis Chalmers tractor. He 
raised cattle and purebred Leghorns which he 
had shipped in from Ontario. However, in 1943 
Bill lost 250 chickens when the chicken house 
‘caught on fire and burned to the ground. The 
family’s first car was a 1929 Model A Ford 
bought by Henry in 1937. Lloyd Courtright had 
shown him how to drive before he bought the car. 
Henry helped his father farm as well as appren- 
tice as a butcher under Frank Scott from 1942- 
1947. In 1945 Bill's sister, Susan, emigrated from 
Engiand after retiring from a nursing career, 
during which time she nursed through both 
World Wars. 

In 1947 Henry met Jeanne Heatley, daughter 
of William Calib and Anne Heatley ‘of Leduc. 
Jeanne attended Rocky Mountain House School 
from 1945-1948. She then worked in Spoor’s Meat 
‘Market. Henry and Jeanne went out together 
during 1947-1951. During this time they attended 
shows, and dances at which Henry was the 
“Caller” for the square dances. On July 20, 1951 
Henry and Jeanne were married. They took up 
residence on his father’s farm. In 1956 their first 
daughter, Tennis was born and their second 
daughter, Nola arrived in 1960. 


THE HANSINGER FAMILY — by Kate (Han- 
singer) Bystrom 

Paul Hansinger and family arrived in Canada 
in the spring of 1928. Their first home was in 
Millet, Alberta, where he farmed and operated a 
barbershop and pool hall. 

Father was born in a little village in Austria; 
he married the former Mary Lochmuller in 1919. 
He served in the First World War, and was in the 
military ranks till coming to Canada, 

He had heard of the great country called 
Canada, and the large amounts of land available. 
Being eager to seck new adventures and to have 
some of this new land, he convinced my mother 
‘that Canada should be their new home. 
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On April 1, 1930, the family arrived in the 
Leslieville district fo take up residence on the 
SW-22-40-5-W5. The move was made by team and 
wagon, stopping overnight to feed and rest the 
animals, We stayed with kind and friendly 
farmers along the way. It was an endurance test, 
as the weather was frequently bad and stormy, 

In 1933, the land formerly owned by Mr. 
DePerrier was purchased and became the 
family’s home. We children took our schooling at 
the Golden Heights school, which was also the 
centre of all community activities. The Christ- 
mas concerts and annual pienies were the big 
events of the year. 

‘The hungry thirties were a challenge for sur- 
vival. Many a load of railroad ties were hewn by 
hand with the broadaxe by my father. They were 
then hauled to Rocky Mountain House by team 
and sleigh in severe winter weather, to get 
money to buy food and clothing. 

‘Summers were spent by clearing more land, 
most of it being done by hand. As time went on, 
more land was purchased, one of the quarters be- 
ing the former Tommy Rolls farm, where my 
parents live, and have retired. Their present 
home is a ‘comfortable modern house, built 
following a tragic fire in 1950, in which they lost 
the old house and all their belongings. Thus, they 
turned misfortune to advantage, as they expect 
to continue living on the farm. Like many old- 
timers, they prefer the country life. 

One of the big events in our lives was when 
father bought a threshing machine. With the help 
of his sons, many years of fall threshing was 
done for neighbors; it was always exciting to see 
the threshing crew move in, and get the grain in 
the bins, and see the big ‘straw stacks in the 
flelds. 

‘There were four children in the family. Paul 
Hansinger, Jr. married Beverly Turner of Win- 
nipeg. They live in Vancouver, having a family 
of three children, Greg, Kim, and Pattie. 

Peter Hansinger married Marjorie Feyes of 
Rocky Mountain House. They farm the original 
home place in the Leslieville district, and have a 
family of two, Cindy and Darlene. 

William Hansinger married Feye Moore of 
Ridgewood. They farm in the Rocky Mountain 
House area, and have one son, Rick. 

Catherine Hansinger married Langton Wells, 
of Benalto, having two children, Bruce Wells and 
Judy Wells. I was widowed and remarried to 
Edward Bystrom, who is also deceased, and I 
now make my home in Red Deer. 





HART, FRED 

Fred Hart and his wife, Sarah Ann, and three 
sons of Thomas Hart immigrated to Canada in 
1906, and homesteaded in the Leslieville district 
the same year. 

In 1911 and 1912 he worked as a cook for the 
crew on the A.C.R. bridge out of Red Deer. He 
later went to Fairmont Hot Springs and cooked 
for the C.P.R. returning to Leslieville in 1914, 





He was a school trustee for many years at 
Prairie Rose and Leslieville Schools. He 
belonged to the Alberta Wheat Pool for many 
years, 

Tn the early 1920's he helped McKinnon 
Brothers by providing a democrat or sleigh for a 
hearse. 

In 1924, he built a “turkey fence” eight feet 
high of pickets and twisted wire. Part of this 
fence still stands. 

In 1932, he provided the straw and helped bale 
it for the first curling rink in Leslieville. Curling 
took place in this rink for one year. He was an ar- 
dent curler for many years. 

Mrs, Hart belonged to the Condor Women’s 
Institute, driving the many miles with horse and 
buggy. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Hart left Leslieville to live in 
Red Deer in 1942. They have three daughters; 
Mrs, Norman L. Beno (May), Rocky Mountain 
House; Mrs. J. C. Prendergast (Amy), Red 
Deer; and Mrs. Oswald Moore (Nellie), 


Ridgewood District. 





Mr, and Mrs, Fred Hart and their nephews Clifford, 2 years, 
Bdgar,yeuts, and Harold, 6 years, sons of Tom Hart, before 
‘coming over to stl in Canada, 


HART, THOMAS — as told by Edgar Hart 

‘Thomas Hart, my father, came from 
Somerset near Bury, Lancashire in England, He 
lost his wife, my mother, at the age of about 28 or 
29 when my youngest brother was born. Within a 
few months he gave up his good position as Assis- 
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tant Superintendent of the Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Railway in Bury, Lancashire, 
England and came to Canada to start anew life. 
My older brother and my younger and I went to 
live with his brother Fred and his wife, who had 
no children at that time. That was 1905, The 
following year they brought us out to Canada in 
the early spring. Dad had ridden a horse from 
Wapella. (Manitoba-Saskatchewan border) 
across the prairie and finally settled near what 
was later Leslieville. He was able to get a 
quarter section for his brother Fred cornering 
our quarter. 

(Our first house was a log shack without floor- 
ing 1’ x M4’, This later became half of our 
chicken house. In the summer of 1906 my Uncle 
Fred and Dad built a house on his quarter, which 
had an upstairs. In 1907 they built a house on 
Dad’s place, then a log barn which turned out to 
be too small so another log barn was built at- 
tached but it had only a flat slab roof covered 
with straw. 

We started with a team of oxen with long 
horns with which we used to go to Red Deer for 
groceries twice a year (a four day trip). The 
Toad was considered to be 46 miles at that time. 

Dad used to go out with a bridge gang as a 
cook and for a time he went coal mining along 
the Red Deer River. 

Having been a widower for several years, 
‘Tom Hart married again in 1913 and took the 
boys home fo live with him. He married Cora 
Donovant of Delburne who was working in Red 
Deer at that time. From this marriage there 
were two children, ‘George and Frances, 

Tom was a fire guardian along the 
Clearwater and Big Horn west of Rocky Moun- 
tain House. He was a game guardian, fish guard- 
fan, justice of the peace, offictal ‘auditor tor 
school district and municipalities. Our house was 
frequently used as a court house for preliminary 
trials of a serious nature and game infractions 
and the like, Dad passed away in 1934 due to rup- 
tured appendix. 

We hiad some very cold winters in those days. 
‘The kind that would take your breath away if you 
didn’t have your mouth covered. In 1908 or 1909 
ive had a very wet year. In late spring it started 
raining and continued every day for more than 60 
days. This along with melting snow flooded the 
Horseguard Creek to our south and the Lobstick 
to our north. These creeks joined on our east so 
we were trapped. We ran short of food. My dad 
Shot a deer With a shotgun after a lot of patient 
trying. This saved the day for us, but we all got 
scurvy. After some weeks we were able to get 10 
pounds of flour as the creeks went down and 
Someone had got some supplies across the 
Medicine River after losing a couple of teams 
trying to swim across. 

Now follows news of Tom Hart's family — by 
George Hart: 

Harold, the oldest son, spent most of his life 
on ranches before retiring to his home in 





Cochrane. He served his country in World War I 
and was in France. Harold had one daughter, 
Beatrice and one son, Harold. Harold passed 
away in 1977, 

‘dgar also served in World War I and was 
also in France, After the war he had his own 
store in Calgary. He later sold it and worked in 
the Colonel Belcher hospital in Calgary from 
which he retired. Edgar had one son, Thomas 
Fred who is in his own insurance business in 
Calgary. 

Clifford was versatile and worked at many 
different types of jobs. He retired from the oil 
fields and makes his home in Leduc. He has one 
son, Garry. 

George went to school first at Leslieville, then 
took ministerial training and attended the 
Northwest Baptist Theological College. He 
married a classmate, Olive Tisdell, of Calgary. 
In 1942 George served in the forces overseas for 
three years and eight months. Upon returning 
from overseas he entered the ministry under the 
Christian Missionary Alliance and then 
transferred to the Baptist Union of Western 
Canada and under them he took further studies 
at McMaster University. Later he transferred to 
the United Church taking correspondence to 
further his arts courses from Queen's University 
and in his ministry with the United Church he 
took summer courses to gain another year of 
Theology. 

At school George liked sports, especially 
basketball and running. He also enjoyed curling, 
softball and hockey. His wife Olive grows 
beautiful plants and is artistic and enjoys paint- 
ing. George and Olive have three children: two 
boys and one girl, Douglas, David and Lois 
(Barnes) and six grandchildren, all living in 
Calgary. 

Frances married Bert Lea, a farmer of Three 
Hills. They farmed there until Bert moved with 
his family into Calgary in the early 1950's. They 
had three children: two girls and one son, Joyce, 
Lois and Raymond. They have 10 grandchildren. 
Frances was widowed in 1966 and Bert was 
buried in Calgary. 

















HEIKKINEN, MATT (Leslieville) 
‘Matt Heikkinen, born January 27, 1898 and his 

wife Ida, born March 20, 1900, in Sotkamo, 

Finland, were married January 35, 1921. 

Matt left his wife Ida and two and one half 
year old son Tauno, to go exploring, not really 
knowing what was in store for him. He came to 
Canada from Sotkamo, by ship to the east coast, 
and then by train across Canada to Leslieville. In 
‘May 1924 he arrived at Al Spears’ farm (which is 
now Gus Siegles place) and worked for Spears 
‘that summer. 

‘That same year in September, his wife Ida 
and son Tauno came out, They spent the first 
winter of 1924 and 1925 at the home of Alex 
Schroderus of Bingley, and Matt worked in 
lumber camps in the area. 
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In the spring of 1925 they moved to the coal 
mining town of Saunders and for about a year 
they worked for Louis DeMarchis’ dairy farm 
which supplied milk for the town of Saunders. 
While there, another son Alfred (Fred) was born 
in 1925, 

In 1926 they moved back to the Bingley dis- 
trict where they purchased a farm which is now 
the Jack Shaw farm. They farmed with horses, 
and in the early thirties bought their first car, an 
old Star. 

‘A daughter Irene was born in 1927 and another 
son Roy in 1929. 

‘They resided in the Bingley district until 1936 
hen they moved to the Leafland district to stay. 
There they built a new home in 1938, In 1944 
another daughter Eila was born. Their location 
was right on the road extending west from 
Lacombe (Highway 51) and here Matt opened up 
a country store and Esso Service Station in 1954, 
which was very handy for the neighbors around 
him, and for some It saved a long drive to 
Leslieville, when roads were not as good as they 
are now. 

‘Matt Heikkinen was an ardent hunter — got 
his big game every fall, and also helped get some 
for his neighbors. The family enjoyed music and 
Matt played the button accordion. Matt 
Heikkinen was known for his custom threshing 
for many years all around the country, 








‘The Matt Heikkinen family, Tauno, Fred and Roy at back 
Seated: Irene (Mes. Ralph Bakes), Mrs, Ma Heikkinea, Mr. Matt 
Heikkinen, and Ela (Mas. Curtiss Morton) 


‘Tauno Heikkinen was married to Thelma 
‘MeMMillan in 1945 and they farmed from 1945 to 
1955 on the Eric Randall farm SW-25-40.5-W5. 
‘Then Tauno and his younger brother Roy bought 
Harry Lloyd’s Red Head Service Station in 
Leslieville, and so they were located there for ten 
years, after which they went back to their farm 
‘and built a beautiful new home. 














‘Tauno and Thelma had three girls and one 
boy; Viola, Shella, Marie and Wayne. 

Viola married ‘Allan Rolfsen and they have 
two girls, Charlotte and Lori Ann. They live in 
Leslieville, Viola is a N.A. at the Eckville 
hospital. 

Shella married Robert Menzies; they have a 
girl and a boy, Shauna and Robert. They have a 
farm nearby where they make their home and 
Bob works in Rocky Mountain House as well. 

‘Marie married Tom Judd and they have three 
boys, Michael, Bobby and Chad and reside in 
Langley, B.C. where Marie is a part time nurse. 

Wayne Is still at home and attending David 
‘Thompson High. 

‘As well as operating the Service Station at 
Leslieville, Tauno and Roy drove a school bus for 
several years. 

"Tauno passed away tragically on the farm in 
1972. 

Alfred (Fred), Matt and Ida Heilkkinen’s sec- 
ond son married Vivian Sorvisto in 18. Fred 
purchased SW-36-40-5-W5 and they farmed until 
1957 when they took over the store and service 
station, which they had for 17 years until 1974. 

Fred and Vivian had three boys, James, 
Jerry and Randy. 

‘James (Jim) married Janie Helmer, and they 
reside west of Rocky Mountain House and have 
two boys, David and Donald. Jim works as an 
operator at the Amoco gas plant at Ricinus. 

Jerry married Wava Lee Minks and have no 
children and seem to be the wandering kind, 
lived at White Court for awhile and are now in 
Atlin, B.C. 

Randy is still at home and going to school. 

Irene Heikkinen married Ralph Baker in 
1947; they now reside in Winfield, and have 
three girls and three boys: Margaret, Janet, Bet 
ty Anne, Robert, Darrell and Wesley. 

‘Margaret married Laverne Muyres and they 
have four children, Michael, Shane, Cody, and 
Candace. They later divorced, and Margaret is 
now married to Gus Vaalstar and they live in the 
Buster Creek area north of Rocky Mountain 
House. 

Janet married Raymond Becker, and they 
have three girls, Nadine, Carla and Jo-Ann; they 
ive south of Buck Lake and are in the process of 
building a new home. 

Betty Ann married Arnold Engblom and they 
have two children, Shay Ann and Tyler Jason. 

Robert and Darryl are not married and are 
employed in Red Deer. 

Wesley, belng a few years younger Is still at 
home and going to school. Irene and Ralph were 
in the dairy business for quite a few years. 

Next in Matt Heikkinen's family comes Roy 
and he is the bachelor of the family. 
pila, the youngest, married Curtiss Morton in 
1974 and they have two boys, Ryan and Myles; 
they are living at Codette, Saskatchewan where 
they farm. 

“Matt and Ida Heikkinen went back to Finland 

















in 1947 by ship for a visit. Matt Heikkinen was a 
well-known and highly respected man, and was 
greatly missed when he passed away in 1961. 

Tda lived close by Fred and Vivian for 15 
years. She loved to go berry picking when 
berries used to be plentiful and in no time at all 
she would have a pail full. She was known all 
over the country for the beautiful rugs she made 
on her homemade loom which was built by her 
brother Eric Korhonen of Eckville. She made 
hundreds of rugs from discarded clothing cut in 
strips for friends and neighbors, and they surely 
missed this service when she could no longer do 
it 

‘She moved to the Eckville Manor House in 
196. 


HENDRY, CHARLES AND WILLIAM, 
TAYLOR, DAVID AND STANLEY, RIDGES, 
EDWARD 

‘Known to all as Charlie and Will. the Hendry 
brothers came west from Newfoundland to Red 
Deer in the spring of 1909. Their parents had 
come from Greenock, Scotland in the 1870's and 
farmed, fished and market gardened in New. 
foundland, Charlle and Will got work at the 
Valley Lumber Company Mill in Red Deer. 
‘There they met Dave Taylor who had come from 
Campbellton, New Brunswick and also worked 
for the Valley Lumber Company northwest of 
Leslieville as a millwright. 

‘Dave homesteaded in the Leslieville area in 
1907 and so told Charlie and Will of available land 
near him to homestead. They travelled by team 
and wagon west from Red Deer and filed on the 
NW-4-40-4-W5 for Charlie and the NE-6-40-4.W5 
for Will. 

‘They continued to work in Red Deer but came 
out to Dave's homestead and worked from there 
on their own places to get some land cleared and 
a log house built on Charlie’s land for their 
mother Isabella Hendry and her two daughters 
Jessie and Jean, who came from Newfoundland 
in May of 1911. Mrs. Hendry had been a widow 
since 1898. They had ten children some of whom 
were born in Scotland. Jessie was the eldest and 
Jean the youngest of the family. 

During the summer of 1911 all the Hendrys 
lived with Dave Taylor and his wife on their 
homestead till their own house was livable. Jean 
went back to Red Deer and again stayed with 
Dave and Lizzie in their house which they used 
when his work was in Red Deer. Jean got a job 
cooking at the hospital. Margaret Godkin and 
Cora Hart, who were of the Leslieville area, 
were boarding at Taylor’s also. Margaret was 
going to high school and Cora was helping at the 
hospital. 

‘Jessie Hendry stayed on the homestead and 
with her brothers raised some very fine horses. 
They also had a blacksmith shop and a sawmill 
They were a repair depot for folks for miles 
around and logs were hauled home to build many 
homesteaders’ buildings. The nails and windows 


folks used were hauled from Red Deer by horses. 
It took two days to make the trip, 

Jean Hendry went to Edmonton in the fall of 
1911 and married John Edward (Ted) Ridges, on 
November 23. He had come west from New- 
foundland with them that spring and was work- 
ing in Edmonton at electrical wiring. 

He was born in Calcutta, India where his 
father was a coach builder and moved to 
Wolverhampton, England when he was a small 
boy. There he had grown up and taken a trade of 
electric wiring, so applied and got his first job on 
Belle Isle just off the Newfoundland coast, He 
met Jean Hendry at the Belle Isle 
Congregational Church where Jean and Jessie 
both sang in the choir. ‘The Ridges were from a 
long line of Quakers which was reflected in his 
way of living. Ted and Jean lived in Edmonton 
until 1918 when they came back to Leslieville and 
took an abandoned homestead, NE5-40-4-W5, It 
had first been filed on by Tom Hazlett and the log 
house which he had built on it still stands in fair 
shape. It was the first home for Ted and Jean. It 
had a dirt floor. After they got enough land 
cleared to prove up and own the homestead they 
cut logs and built a small frame house. As her 
brothers owned the sawmill across the road, they 
helped them. 

Jessie Hendry farmed with her brothers and 
mother till October 2, 1915 when she married 
Carl Bransell who also had a homestead located 
across the road from Dave Taylor, the NW32-40- 
4-W5. Carl too had come to Canada from 
Michigan, U.S.A. where his family were, He also 
worked at the Valley Lumber Company in Red 
Deer and Dave Taylor also told him of land to 
homestead. He got his homestead about 1908 and 
built a log house. Jessie and Carl lived in that 
house as long as they farmed. They sold in 1948, 
Their west quarter (Cattle Homestead) was sold 
to Daniel Taylor in 1946. Their homestead was 
sold to Allan MeMeekin about 1950. Victor Smith 
now owns it. 

‘They had no family. Carl passed away in 1951 
and Jessie in 1952. Both are buried in the 
Leslieville Cemetery. 

In 1916 Charlie and Will decided to go back to 
Newfoundland so Mrs. Hendry went too and 
stayed with a daughter, Isabelle, there while 
they looked for work. They jobbed around for two 
years, lastly working in Askwith, Saskatchewan, 
before returning to the homestead to do sawmili 
and blacksmith work again. 

In 1915 Dave Taylor had a brother Stanley 
with his wife Anna come from Oregon, where he 
had been engineer on a railroad, wanting a farm, 
They purchased land from Hopkins SW31-29- 
W5. It had also been Hopkins’ homestead. 

Stanley and Anna lived with Dave and Lizzie 
for the first year. They brought furniture with 
them from Oregon and stored it on the old cattle 
farm across the road west of Carl Bransell, the 
NE3I-39-4-W9. They built a small shack ‘and 
started the shell of the original house which is 
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still the main house today. Stanley had 
homesteaded in the Pine Lake area about 1906 
and after all these years sold it after he started to 
farm at Leslieville. For his price he got his first 
tractor, an old 22-36 Hart Parr, as a straight 
across trade of farm for tractor. 

Dave Taylor joined the services in 1916 and 
later sold his land to Tom Shaw and his son-in- 
law Phillip Smith. Neal Smith, a son of theirs, 
still owns and farms the land. 

Mrs. Hendry passed away in January 1927 
and is buried in the Leslieville Cemetery. 

Charlie and Will had another sale in 1928 and 
moved to the Peace River country and got a half 
section of level land near Whitelaw. At last thelr 
dreams came true and they could farm properly, 
as they said Newfoundland was full of rocks and 
their land at Leslieville was full of hills. Each 
time they came down to visit they would say 
“Those hills here are still growing!” 

Will passed away in 1945 and Charlie in 1956. 
Both are buried in Berwyn Cemetery. 

Ted and Jean Ridges remained on the 
homestead. Four children were born but three 
passed away as infants. One daughter grew up 
and took schooling at Blueberry Valley School. 
In 1946 she married Daniel Taylor, son of Stanley 
and nephew of Dave Taylor. 

‘Ted and Jean have told of walking to church 
at Leslieville on Sundays. Jean enjoyed singing 
and helped out at many school and church func- 
tions. Ted enjoyed working with books and held 
many executive positions on the Blueberry 
school board, 

Jean continued her love of gardening which 
she inherited from her father as he was a trained 
old country gardener and loved it. She gave 
much pleasure to her many friends with flowers 
for weddings, hospitals and funerals over the 
years. She grew and gave away many trees and 
plants for neighbors to grow and also many 
vegetables for needy people to eat. She is now a 
resident at the Valley Park Manor Nursing 
Home in Red Deer which is built almost on the 
location where she lived with Dave and Lizzie 
‘Taylor while she worked in the hospital in Red 
Deer. 

‘Their daughter Isabella and husband Daniel 
Taylor took over the homestead in 1963, cleared 
the land and now pasture it. The house they built 
in 1935 still stands and the trees Jean grew from 
seed are like a forest around her garden spot. 

Ted passed away in 1967 and Is buried in the 
Leslieville Cemetery. 

Stanley and Anna Taylor had two children: 
Daniel who farms the original land and Kathleen 
Who lives in Calgary (Mrs. Douglas 
McLaughlin). Stanley homesteaded and proved 
up with cattle the SW7-4-4.W5 and used this land 
for pasture. He bought the NW6-4-4-W5 from a 
Mr. Card and the NW31-40-4-W5 from another 
Hopkins. 

‘They took active parts in community affairs: 
curling, Womens Christian Temperance Union 














and Alberta Wheat Pool. They retired to Calgary 
{in 1946 when they sold fo their son Daniel. They 
were active there also — gardening, carpentry 
and had boarders. Stanley passed away in 1963 
and Anna in 1967. Both are buried in Queen 
Cemetery In Calgary. 

‘Their daughter has two children: Doug and 
Letha. Their son has four children: Janette, San- 
dra, Stanley and David. 
hhe original Dave Taylor when he returned 
from the services stayed in New Richmond, 
Quebec. He lost his wife fairly soon after, but he 
lived till 1964. He and his wife are both buried 
there. 








HILBERT, HERBERT WILLIAM AND MARY 
In 1908'Bert Hilbert came to the Leslieville 
area, He homesteaded in 1909 on the NE-35-39-6- 
WS. He stayed on the homestead in the winter 
and returned to the prairies in the summer to 
break saddle horses and ride in roundups. 

Bert worked on the C.N-R. grade east of 
Codner, driving a team of oxen in 1910. Others 
working with him were Pete Peterson, John 
Riach and Ted Frodeen. He built a log house on 
his homestead, skidding the logs with his saddle 
horse. 

In 1913 Bert met Mary Green who had come 
over from England In March of that year with 
her son, Barnard, to join her other son, Alec, who 
was working near Calgary. Bert and Mary 
married in Calgary in August, 1914, and moved 
to the homestead at Beaver Flat. Their son, 
Ronald, was born in October, with Mrs. (Gafney) 
Wilson attending. 

Several teachers boarded at their place over 
the years, including Elizabeth Meston, Enid and 
Hope McKee (Enid taught at Oras and Hope at 
Beaver Flat), Victoria McKenzie, Edith 
‘Moseley, Marie Lund and Betty Baldwin. 

‘The Hilbert family purchased the SW-13-40-6- 
W5 from Alf Harvey in 1919 and moved up to 
“The Ridge”. Here they were in the Bingley 
School District. Bert was chairman of the school 
board in the early "20s, and Tom Ogden was the 
secretary. 

In 1930 the NW-12-40-6.W5 was purchased 
from the Bennion Estate and is now owned by 
Ronald's son, Roy, who has built a home there. 

Mary Hilbert passed away in February, 1938. 
Bert continued to live on the farm until the late 
1950's, then moved into a house in Rocky Moun- 
tain House for a few years. After a heart attack, 
he moved into Westview Lodge. He spent almost 
a year in the Red Deer Auxiliary Hospital and 
died in November, 1965. 


HILBERT, RONALD AND MILDRED. 

Ronald’Hilbert married Mildred MeColman 
from the Crimson Lake district in 1941. They 
lived on the farm for six years during which time 
they had a daughter and two sons. In 1947 Ronald 
began working on highway construction and over 
the next twenty years the family lived in many 








places In Alberta including Nordegg, Sylvan 
Lake, Alder Flats, Falher, Sangudo, Whitecourt, 
Cold Lake, Spedden, Killam, Westlock, Innisfail, 
and Saskatchewan River Crossing. The children 
attended school in most of these places, but 
sometimes they were too far from the school so 
started the term with correspondence lessons, 
returning to Rocky Mountain House in 
November, usually, and attending school there 
for the balance of the term. 

In 1960, after graduating from high school in 
Rocky Mountain House, Maxine left to begin 
training as a Medical Laboratory Technician at 
the Royal Alexandra Hospital in Edmonton. She 
graduated from there in 1962 and worked at the 
University Hospital for a year. Her next job was 
at the Charles Camsell Hospital and from there 
to the Medical Sciences Bullding in Edmonton 
until 1974. Maxine married Joe Coombes in 1967 
in Edmonton. They moved to an acreage near 
Balfour, B.C. three years ago and have since 
bought ‘a house nearer Nelson where Maxine 
works at the hospital. 

Robert Hilbert began work with the Alberta 
Forest Service soon after leaving schoo! in 1964. 
He married Mavis Huhtala in 1967. Mavis was a 
stenographer at the Town Office in Rocky Moun 
tain House for several years. In 1974 their son, 
Kelly, was born at Eckville Hospital. In 
February, 1976, Robert transferred to Fort 
‘McKay Forest area. Their second son, Clay, was 
born in Fort McMurray in December of that 
year. In June, 1977 Robert bid on the position of 
Forest Officer at Hines Creek, Alberta. The 
family moved there in July, 1977. 








Left to right: Mrs. Anne Hilbert (Bert's mothe), Herber (Bert) 
Hilbert Holding Ronald, Mrs. Mary Hilbert (Bers wife, unknown. 








HILBERT, ROY AND ELAINE 

Roy Hilbert left school in 1960 to work on 
highway construction at Spedden. He spent 
several years on oll rigs mostly in northern 
Alberta. 

In August 1968 he married Elaine Shultz. 
Elaine, a hairdresser, owned the Style Shop In 
Rocky Mountain House for several years. In 1970 
they began bullding a tome on the NW-12-405- 


in February, 1972 their daughter Allene, was 
born in the Red Deer General Hospital. They 
have a second daughter, Coral, born in Red Deer 
General Hospital in July, i973. Thetr third 
daughter, Leah, was born in October, 1976. 

Roy and Elaine live in thelr home in the 
Beaver Flat School District. Roy works with his 
tree-farmer for Rocky Wood Preservers. 


HOGBERG, AXEL — by Mary Arnold 

Axel Hogberg, my dad, was born in Karlstadt 
Vermilland, Sweden in 1893. He came to Canada 
about 1910 where he worked at various things 
among which were gold and coal mining in 
British Columbia. His older brother, Andrew 
lived near the coast and another brother, Charlie 
lived in the Nelson area. 

‘About 1915 Dad came to Alberta and 
homesteaded the SW 9-40-5-WS. He also bought 
the NW 4-40-5-W5 from Albert Turton. He then 
worked in the Nordegg coal mine. 

In 1923 he married Cecil Elizabeth Rodgers 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Rodgers. They 
were married at her father’s farm in the Beaver 
Flat district after which they farmed at 
Leslieville until Dad's death. 

In 1931 Dad suffered a stroke at home after 
fighting fire in the Bingley area on a very hot 
day. This left him in poor health and one hand 
partially paralyzed. Nevertheless he carried on 
farming and was a hard worker; harnessing, 
bridling and hooking up the horses. The snaps 
and buckles were very hard for him to do up so 
the family all helped. Mom also worked so very 
hard and did a lot of outdoor work — milked 
cows, fed pigs, stacked hay, stooked grain, split 
wood, churned, printed and took butter to town 
for sale to buy groceries, wool for knitting 
sweaters and mitts and material to make 
clothes. We always had a big garden which we all 
helped to weed. 

‘Dad had a threshing machine and in the fall 
he had a crew of men and threshed for the 
neighbors. He enjoyed going hunting with 
friends. He was very interested in church work 
and helped to build the Leslieville church opened 
about 1939, which later burned down. 

‘When we were young I remember us bundled 
up in the sleigh in winter, wagon or buggy in the 
summer, going to neighbors for church services 
or people coming to our home. Several families 
took turns having services in their homes. Being 
a large family we really had and still have a lot 
of good times together. We, like others, had very 
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few toys. When very young on rainy days we 
spent a good many hours playing store, taking 
turns being store Keeper and customers. When a 
few friends eame over, we had a ball team and 
played ball. We enjoyed picnics or just paddling 
in the creck that ran through the homestead 
quarter, 

Our family went to the Campbell School. We 
also enjoyed the Joseph Club held in the different 
homes. MeCarthys, Lister-Kayes, Skagens, and 
ours were some that attended and we were led by 
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Young in the "20s. 

Dad passed away December 27, 1947. 

Phe story of the family of three sons and three 
daughters follows: 

Mary married Clifford Arnold. They farm at 
Leslieville and have one son and one daughter. 
Allen married Jean Cumming of Red Deer and 
they live in Red Deer. Karen married Wesley 
Gardner of Edmonton. They have one daughter 
Rhonda. Karen lives at Leslieville. 

Ivy married Robert Marsden of Leslieville. 
‘They live in Red Deer and have one son and one 
daughter. Greg married Brenda Johnson. They 
have one daughter and live in Calgary. Irene 
married Joe Looker. They live in Red Deer and 
have one son, Chris. 

Bill married Elizabeth Wiebe of Saskatoon, 
They farm the Hogberg home farm at 
Leslieville. They have one daughter Edna and 
three sons; Ronald, Kenneth and Larry, all at 
home. 

Cecilia married Malcolm Jessop _ of. 
Leslieville and they farm at Beiseker. They have 
two sons and two daughters — Bernice, Glenda, 
Barry and Axel. Bernice married Len Renkema 
and lives at Armstrong, B.C. They have one 
daughter and two sons. Barry married Penny 
Grant of Calgary and make their home in Swift 
Currant, Saskatchewan with their two sons. 
Glenda inarried Don Osudar. They have one son 
and live at Belseker. Axel lives at home. 

Henry married Lois Adrian. He drives a truck 
in Red Deer. They have two daughters and 
three sons. ‘Anita married Robert Duncan 
and they live in Edmonton. Judy Phillips lives at 
Rocky Mountain House. Andrew married 
‘Yvonne Vos and they live in Red Deer. Bruce and 
Kevin live at home, 

Walter married Sheila Kring and they live on 
the former Jens Skagen farm, next to the 
Hogberg home farm at Leslieville. They have 
three daughters and two sons. Linda married 
Bruce Slade of Eckville and they live in Red 
Deer. Debbie is presently in her third year of Bi- 
ble school at Briercrest Bible Institute in 
Saskatchewan. Eddy works in a garage at 
Nordegg. Calvin works at the LG.A. store in 
Rocky Mountain House upon his completion of 
his schooling at David Thompson High. Margo is 
attending school at David Thompson High. 

‘Mom remarried in 1949 on November 2nd. She 
married Paul Eritsland of Leslieville, They 
farmed there a good number of years before 

















retiring to the Twilight Cottages in Red Deer in 
4971. Paul passed away in April 1977 after a long 
illness, 

‘Mom now lives at the senior citizen home in 
Red Deer where she has many friends and keeps 
very active in chureh work. 


JOHNSON, CARL 

Carl Johnson was born in the Gilby district on 
November 28, 1909. With their father and mother 
(Johann and Annette) Carl, his one brother, and 
three sisters grew up on the family farm, NE 14- 
40-45. His father was born in Sweden and his 
mother's birthplace was Norway. They were 
married in Norway In 1902 before coming to 
Canada. 

Carl attended Medicine Valley School. During 
hard winters the school was closed from Christ- 
mas until March and for these years the school 
stayed open for the summer months. Some of 
these summers he remembers having to miss 
school to work on the home farm or for 
neighbors. They lived mainly on rabbits, Wood 
Lake fish, prairie chicken, bush partridge, blue- 
berries and saskatoons. For a few years he spent 
most of his time working at home and around the 
neighborhood. His mother passed away in 1922 
and his father passed away in 1926. 








(Carl Johnson, Taken winter of 1928.26 


In the spring of 1928 Carl worked near Corona- 
tion doing spring work. That fall he drove a team 
of horses with a hay rack to help with threshing 
at Della, Hanna and Three Hills. During the 
winter of 1928 and 29 he worked in the bush for 
Tex Small and Frank Davis hauling mining 
props. He then hauled lumber from mills at Far 
Away and Wolf Creek, to be used in building the 
Leedale Hall. He worked at many different jobs 
on farms west of Bentley and wherever employ- 
ment was available, until 1934 when he bought 
his farm east of Gilby, NW 25-40-3-5. For eight 
years he rented his farm out and worked for Wm. 
‘Andrew. Whenever time permitted he broke land 
on his own farm. 

In the early 40s Carl began farming his own 
land and also built a saw-mill. He sawed lumber 





for neighbors as well as for himself. He 
remembers selling clear 2 x 6 spruce lumber 16 
feet long for $50 per 1000. During the 40s and 50s 
he did much repair work on many kinds of 
machinery around the neighborhood. He also did 
much black-smith work, a trade he had learned 
at the age of ten from his father. He sharpened 
many plow shares and shod many horses. He 
was always a horse dealer, enjoying buying, sell- 
ing, or trading horses. 

in 1962 Carl sold his farm to Charlie Walker. 
In 1963 he rented the A. V. Higgins acreage south 
of Leslieville, Here he continued doing his black- 
smith work and raised sheep. In 1968 he moved to. 
Les Finkbeiner’s farm north of Leslieville, 
where he still resides. He keeps busy with chores 
and black-smith work and enjoys fishing in his 
spare time, 


JOHNSON, ERNEST H, 

Ernie Johnson moved to the Blueberry Valley 
area from Wetaskiwin, 

‘Anna, Ernie’s mother, was well known for her 
baking and knitting, and helped make many 
quilts for the needy, mostly working by hand. 

Ernie married Gertie Devenny, a teacher at 
the Blueberry Valley school. 

In the eafly days, Elmer Salmon and Ernie 
worked together at clearing land with horses. 

One discouraging incident occurred when Er- 
nie had a truck load of steers to go to market. 
‘The load was too much for the old Blueberry 
Creek bridge, and the truck broke through, dum- 
ping cattle all over the road and into the water. 
After getting them to the railroad in Leslieville, 
he shipped them, only to get a bill for $6. The 
price received for the steers did not cover the 
freight. 

‘The Johnsons had one son, Donald. 

Ernie sold the farm and moved to Red Deer. 
He bought a farm in the Penhold area, which he 
farmed for several years, though living in Red 
Deer. 

Donald Johnson has two sons, and lives in Red 
Deer. 


FRED KIRKMAN FAMILY 

Fred Kirkman was born in February, 1885, in 
Cleothorpe, England. He and Jim Hall left 
England at the same time. They became ac: 
quainted whilst crossing the Atlantic Ocean on 
the steamship. Their plans were to look for land 
to take up as homesteads. They came to 
Leslieville in 1907 to locate land suitable for 
homesteads, then returned to Ontario where they 
worked on farms for Mr. Kennedy in Connington, 
Ontario, Fred returned to England by working 
off his passage fare on a cattle boat. His purpose 
was to borrow money under his father’s will in 
order to go homesteading out West. Jim came 
west to the homesteads to look after things until 
Fred returned. Fred proved up and registered 
his homestead In 1909, They lived in a tent until 
they could build a cabin. Jim built a log cabin on 


his homestead in 1910. Fred purchased a team of 
oxen in May 1909 and a walking plow to break up 
his land, 

Fred's sister, Mrs. Annie Smith, and her 
daughters, Ethel and Madge, arrived from 
England on May 25th, 1912, at Red Deer. Fred 
met them and they travelled to Leslieville over 
almost impassable roads with a four-horse team 
and wagon. 

In August, 1914, Fred enlisted in the army at 
Leslieville as a cook. He served in army camps 
in England and France, cooking in the Officer’s 
‘Mess Hall. While overseas he married Florence 
‘Mabel Hampton on May 2, 1918. Florence was 
born in Cornwall in July, 1893. He returned with 
his wife to his homestead in March of 1919. After 
returning he bought Jack Allen's homestead in 
1920 through the Soldiers’ Settlement Board; this 
gave him a half-section. Florence was very in- 
terested in gardening and had some very good 
gardens. 

Fred and Florence's first baby, a girl, born in 
1920 was stillborn and was buried on the farm 
near where the first cabin was built. Their se- 
cond child, a son, Herbert Willlam was born in 
1922, 

In 1921, Fred's sister, Annie Smith and her 
daughters, Ethel and Madge, returned to 
England, In 1932 Ethel returned to Canada to the 
Leslieville area where she married Donald 
Malcolm on the 26th of December, 1932. They 
now live in Richmond, B.C. 

Herbert got his education at Beaver Flat 
School from about 1928-1937. He walked three 
miles to school every day, some days in 40° F. 
below zero through drifts two to three feet deep. 
Some of his teachers were; Mrs. MacDonald, 
‘Mr. Wm. (Scottie) MeRoberts and Mr. Thomas 
Bowhay. 

Fred's first ear, a Pontiac with a rumble seat, 
was purchased in 1931. 

‘This musical family helped to make many 
entertainments very enjoyable. Fred played the 
mouth organ, a one-string Japanese fiddle and 
the piano. Florence plays the piano and Herbert 
plays accordian, piano, guitar and other in- 
struments. Florence played for concerts in the 
Beaver Flat School, walking the three miles to 
and from every practice. She played for Bible 
studies and various entertainments such as 
house parties. Fred, Herbert, and Mrs. Mattie 
‘Martin played for entertainments in the Beaver 
Flat School on many occasions. 

Fred farmed on the same land he 
homesteaded until 1942 when he re-enlisted in the 
second World War as a Veteran Guard, guarding 
German prisoners in Kananaskis, Vernon, Toco 
and Medicine Hat, returning to the farm in 1946, 
where he carried on his farming operations, 

His son enlisted with the R.C.A.F. in 1942 and 
served in various stations in Canada such as 
Prince Rupert, Trenton, Vancouver, Edmonton 
and Calgary, returning to the farm in January, 
1946, Ten years later he married Frances 
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Richardson, He worked for Killico Stores from 
1948 to 1954 and for William Hunchak from 1955 to 
1963, then for the Alberta Government with the 
Highway Department to the present date. 

Fred passed away in September, 1975. 
Florence is still living on the original homestead 
by herself and is kept very active. 





KNOPP, MELVIN AND MAUREEN 

‘The family of Melvin and Maureen Knopp 
moved to the Leslieville district in August of 
1967. The family consisted of five children: 
Gerald 15 years old, Linda 14, Rita 11, Lyle nine 
and Joann five. Another son, Ronald was born in 
Canada in 1972. 

We moved onto a new building site on the 
former John Reid place north of Leslieville, SE- 
22-40-5-W5. We enjoy the view of the mountains 
and a continuing change of scenery during the 
whole year, 

We were both raised in the state of 
Washington, of mainly German parents, and 
moved from a farm near Marlin, Washington, in 
the middle of the state. We had a diversified 
farm, raising mainly hay with some wheat and 
oats and kept cattle and hogs for stock. It was an 
irrigated ranch so we were glad to move to Cen- 
tral Alberta where most years we get ample 
rainfall for the crops. 

‘We acquired the former Irvin Albert quarter, 
NW-15-40-5-W5, then farmed by John McLeod, in 
1970 and have enjoyed using the apples grown in 
the orchard that the Alberts planted many years 
ago. 

In June of 1977, our daughter, Rita, was 
married to Gregory Masson of Red Deer, 
formerly of Lethbridge. They both work and live 
in Red Deer. 

We enjoy the many fresh vegetables grown in 
the family garden and also the tame and wild 
berries that grow well in this area. 

‘The family enjoys living in Canada and help- 
ing on the cattle ranch here 














KRING — MACDOUGAL 

Florence Bishop was born in Heatherset, Nor- 
folk, England on December 25, 1894 and came to 
Canada in 1920. She was married to Clarence 
‘MacDougal in the same year at the Knox United 
Chureh, Calgary. They moved to Bingley and 
took up a homestead, the SE 36-40-5-W5. 

‘They had one son and one daughter. John is, 
living in Calgary. He took up carpentry work as 
his trade. He has one daughter Cheryl. Mary 
(Mrs, Everett Bowerman) lives in Red Deer, 
and has two children, Dixie of Calgary and Lorne 
of Red Deer. 

In 1925 Florence was left a widow as Clarence 
died of a heart attack in March. Florence then 
bought a house and moved to Leslieville. 

In September, 1927 she married Charles 
Kring who was born on December 28, 1894 at 
Pluna, Ontario, While at Leslieville Charles was 
employed with the C.N.R. 








Charles and Florence had four children. 
Robert was born November, 1928. He took his 
schooling in Leslieville and Red Deer. In 1952 he 
married Lillian Connybear from Black Dia- 
mond, They had four children. While working in 
Bassano Bob died as the result of a car accident 
in August, 1962, His wife and children live in 
Kamloops. 

Wesley was born October, 1931 and took his 
schooling in Leslieville and later joined the 
R.C.A.E. In 1964 he married Violet Kopeck. They 
live In Leduc and Wes is employed with Ward 
Alr, They have three boys, all at home. 

Sheila was born in August, 1933 and took her 
schooling in Leslieville, She married Walter 
Hogberg in August 1954. They have three girls 
and two boys. (Refer to Hogberg History for 








Chari and Florence Kring holding Derry and Sterling Bott. Taken 
in George Bots home, 1957. 





Florence was born September, 1937 and took 
her schooling in Leslieville. In October 1953 she 
was married to George Bott in Leslieville 
Church. That winter George went to work in the 
bush for Art Fisher and in the spring of 1956 he 
started working year round with the Department 
of Highways and has continued working with 
them ever since. They had seven children: Derry 
was born in March, 1954. He graduated from 
David Thompson High and went to S.A.L.T. to 
take up cooking. His first job of cooking was at 
Waterton. He now is cooking at the Single Men's 
Hostel in Edmonton. Derry married Hazel Fox of 
Devon in July, 1976. They bought a house and 
make their home in Edmonton. Sterling was 
born in June, 1956, graduated from David 
‘Thompson High and is apprenticing at cooking at 
the Single Men’s Hostel in Edmonton. Sterling is 
an excellent swimmer and also likes hiking and 
‘camping — a good sportsman. Brenda was born 
In July, 1958. After graduating from David 
‘Thompson High she went to Edmonton to cook at 
Fullers and later to the Single Men’s Hostel. In 
‘June, 1976 Brenda and James Kult were married 
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in Leslieville. They bought a trailer and are liv- 
ing on Albert Kult's farm. Jim has taken up dry 
walling. Steven was born April, 1960. In 1961 he 
developed encephalitis. He spent most of his life 
in the Provincial Training School and Eric Cor- 
mac Center. Steven died on August, 1977. Shelly 
born November, 1962 and Robert born October, 
1963 are both attending David Thompson High 
and Kimberley born in November, 1971 attends 
the Leslieville school 

In July 1971 Dad Kring (Charles) died in the 
Rocky Mountain House hospital. He had been liv- 
ing in the Westview Lodge in Rocky Mountain 
House for several years. 


KUEHNE, LOYD AND LUCILLE 

Loyd, Lucille and two and one half year old 
Rachel became landed immigrants on 
November 9, 1967. Loyd and Lucille had both 
been raised on a farm and Loyd wanted to get the 
few head of his registered cattle onto some land 
of his own, Lucille’s father, Lowell Terry, let 
Loyd know that three quarters of land were 
available for lease. So the Kuehne's left the city 
of Great Falls, picked up their cattle that a 
friend had been “running on shares,” loaded up 
everything they had and “headed north” to 
Canada, Loyd had said many times that we 
might as well move to Canada and save time on 
the road coming to visit my families. 

‘The land leased was two miles west of Center 
view and two miles east of the Terry property. It 
belonged to a Calgary man, George Clark. 

‘The first two winters Loyd worked for Cana- 
dian Wells and Keno Construction companies. 

‘In April, 1969 the Kuehnes bought the farm 
belonging to Lucille’s parents. Loyd continued to 
farm Clarke's land until 1972. 

Lucille began teaching in Leslieville in the 
fall of 1968, She had taught four years in Mon- 
tana, 

Rachel was left for one year with Mrs. Allan 
Rolfson as babysitter. Being an only child, 
Rachel enjoyed the company of the Rolfson girls. 
For two years Mrs, Austin Ames took care of 
Rachel while Lucille taught. Rachel began 
‘school at Leslieville in 1971. 

‘Lucille became a Canadian citizen in 1972. 








LESLIE, JOHN 

John and Jessie Leslie were born in Scotland. 
‘They were married in Aberdeen on May 31, 1912. 
‘They sailed for Canada June 1, 1912, accom: 
panying Jessie’s family the Robert Smiths of 
Alhambra. They settled In the Alhambra district 
and took up a homestead there. 

‘John enlisted in the army in'1916 and served 
overseas in the First World War. He returned 
home in 1919 bringing scarlet fever with him. He 
was dreadfully ill but anxious to get home so did 
not report his illness. Consequently, all the fami- 
ly contracted it. In 1920, they purchased the 
family farm two and a half miles west of 
Leslieville and spent their remaining years 

















Jack and Jessie Leslie Family, 1957, Jack Leonard, Flora, Bil, 
4, Seated: Jes and Jack 


there, Thelr first home was a small log house 
with natural fertilizer chinking the logs. The 
children attended the old Campbell school and 
high school in Leslieville. The Leslies had five 
children. 

John who married the late Lily Von Hollen 
and resides in Onoka. They had one son Gerrie 
who is a Dr. of Microbiology in Portland, Oregon, 
USA. 

Edward is an oil driller and married June 
Dingman, They have four children and live in 
Edmonton. 

One daughter, Flora, a nurse, married Elmer 
‘Tomalty of Red Deer. ‘They live on their home 
farm there. They had three children, 

William, a mechanic in Calgary married 
Carol Marcinek. They have four children. 

Leonard still lives on and operates the home 
farm. He married Jenny Kaniusis of Condor. 
‘They have five children. 

John was deceased March, 1962 and Jessie 
passed away December, 1973. Many humorous 
and hardship stories have been related of the 
early years. During the homestead days, John 
walked from Alhambra to Leslieville to work on 
the railroad or to the west country to work in the 
sawmills. Sections of the road were corduroyed 
with logs across the muskegs and sloughs. In the 
wet spells, he would walk the fence to get across 
the worst ‘mile, 

John and a neighbor made many trips to Red 
Deer by team and wagon or sleigh to bring in 
supplies for themselves and the neighbors. They 
forded the rivers in many instances. The trip 
took about four days. 

Wheat was taken fo a flour mill in Eckville to 
be ground into flour or cracked wheat. If you 
were fortunate enough to have aged flour on 
hand it made good bread but the fresh flour 
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made pretty heavy dough. The neighbors all 
helped one another and had very little source of 
revenue. They truly lived off the land. 


LIVER, HERMAN AND ALICE 

Herman and Alice Liiver were both born in 
Estonia. Herman had a small acreage and 
bought and sold cattle in the near-by town. Alice 
worked in a creamery both before and after their 
marriage in 1928. 

Following the occupation of their homeland 
by the Russians, the Livers took refuge in 
Sweden, where they spent five and one-half 
years. In 1949 they came to Canada, first to 
Saskatchewan, where they didn’t like the dust, 
and later for'a short while to Calgary. They 
found employment with the Lawton Brothers 
after coming to the Eckville area, and Herman 
soon found a farm nine and one-half miles north 
of Leslieville, Alice remained with the Lawtons 
for a time, continuing her work as a 
housekeeper. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Liiver continued farming until 
retiring to Eckville in 1968, where they had con- 
structed a new home. Herman passed away in 
November of 1972. Alice continues to live in 
Eckville. Her friends marvel at her beautiful 
handwork and gaily patterned knitting. She is a 
member of the Friendship Club and the Han- 
dicraft Guild, in Eckville. 


LLOYD, HARRY NEWTON 

‘Harry Newton Lloyd (born August 28, 1885 at 
Hldro Springs, Mass.) and Hattie Augusta Kautz 
(born January 3, 1901 at Toledo, Ohio) were un- 
ited in marriage on December 15, 1928 at 
Chinook, Alberta. They lived at Chinook, where 
Harry's’ son Paul and Hattle's son John took 
some of thelr schooling. Then they lived west of 
Rocky Mountain House for awhile before coming 
to Leslieville to farm in 1931. Their home was on 
the SE 12-40-5-W5. From here Paul and John con- 
tinued their education at the Blueberry Valley 
school. 

Paul went in to the Marines later on and John 
farmed with his dad in the early years and 
worked at lumber mills and various jobs. 

Harry Lloyd was a painter and decorator by 
trade and supplemented his income doing this. 
He thus became extremely well known and liked 
in the district — not only at Leslieville, as he 
painted in schools, hospitals, public buildings as 
well as in private homes. 

Around 1950 they bought the Red Head Ser- 
vice Station, presently known as John’s 
Parkland Oil and Gas. They were in business un- 
til August, 1955 when they sold their business to 
‘Tauno and Roy Heikkinen. 

Hattie and Harry retired to the house present- 
ly owned by Mr. Bert Wiens, while they were 
waiting for the completion of their new home In 
1957. Here they lived for many years, both being 
active members in the community. Harry con- 














Hattie and Harry Lloyd, Paul, Marybele, Kay and Paula (held 
by Harry), Helen and John Lio, 


tinued in the painting business as long as his 
health allowed. 

Tn June of 1965 they decided to sell their 
property, due to ill health and move to the West- 
view Lodge in Rocky Mountain House. Harry 
had a stroke the day of their sale and passed 
away the following day, June 20, 1965 in the 
Rocky Mountain House hospital. Hattie bravely 
continued with their plans and moved alone to 
the Westview Lodge. She was fighting cancer, 
and spent a lot of time in hospital, but she resided 
In the Lodge, when not ill, until her passing on 
February 18, 1970. 

‘Their son Paul of Las Vegas, is still in the 
Marines. 

‘Their son John married Helen McMillan in 
Lacombe in 1943. They lived on a couple of farms 
in the area, farming part time and working out, 
and they moved out to the coast for a couple of 
years, They bought the home farm in 1952 and 
they continued farming there until 1965, when 
they moved into Leslieville and rented out the 
farm. John then had been employed by Arnette 
and Burgess Pipeline Co. so now worked full 
time, He was killed in an industrial accident at 
Edmonton, July 29, 1971. John is survived by his 
wife Helen of Leslieville, a son Walter and 
daughter Darlene, 

Walter is at Grande Prairie, where he is 
presently the accountant for the Treasury 
Branch. 

Darlene and her husband Don Jackson live in 
Leslieville and have three children: Randy and 
Dawna McGregor whose father Richard died 
tragically in an industrial accident on September 
16, 1974 — and Rhonda Jackson. 

Harry and Hattie Lloyd will always be 
remembered for their friendliness and good 
humour — who could forget Harry's hearty 
laugh? It was so infectious! On the farm they 








were wonderful neighbours and in business they 
were great to deal with. Hattie’s courage and 
true Christian spirit through years of illness, left 
a tremendous example to all of us. 


LOWEN, JACK AND MARY — LESLIEVILLE 
PIONEERS — by Ralph Lowen 

Dad, Edgar Thomas Lowen, known to his 
friends’ as just E.T. or “Jack”, was born in 
Devonshire, England in 1885, one of a family of 
five. 

While a boy in his homeland, his dreams were 
to come to Canada to the “Wild West” to be a 
cowboy. This inspiration came from watching 
the many Butfalo Bill shows in England. In May 
of 1906 he landed in Canada alone. His first job 
was a farm laborer In Ontario. In 1907 he arrived 
in Calgary and hired on with the Pat Burns’ 
Ranches as a “‘cowpoke” 

‘Only the summers were spent with Burns — 
the winters took him north to trapping on his 
homestead filed near Edmonton. Later, he filed 
on his second homestead near Leslieville. In 
order to file his claim on this land, he took a train 
from Calgary to Red Deer. This took him by way 
of Snake Lake, known now as Sylvan Lake. It 
was then surrounded by swampy, marshy land. 
He had to hang on to the willows and shrubs to 
make his way around without sinking in the 
swamp. This same area is now a booming resort. 





Jack and May Lowen in Calgary before leaving for homestead in 
Beaver Fat, 1914 





In Calgary in 1914, he married May Lyons 
‘Tarbuck, also from England, and left for the 
homestead near Leslieville. ‘Their move was 
made by two boxcars on the railway. They 
bought a wagon, a team and equipment, three 
Shorthorn cows, a pig, some furniture and 
necessary housekeeping and homesteading 
supplies. While en route, the pig they had bought 
had piglets, the sow died, but they somehow 
saved the little pigs. When they arrived at the 
last stop near Rocky Mountain House, the train 
man opened the boxcar door and to his surprise 
saw Mother sitting rocking in her rocking chair 
which she had bought at the auction before leav- 
ing Calgary. From the end of the railway line 
they went the remainder by team and wagon, 
caravan style. On approaching muskegs, the 
load was taken across piece by plece, reloaded 
and continued on to the next muskeg. The deter- 
mination of our pioneers! 

‘They arrived at the new home, a one room log 
house which Dad had built previously on a 
treeless, grassy slope. It was Mother's job to 
keep the logs chinked with mud. This simple Lit- 
{le home was located in the Beaver Flat District 
No, 1914 on SE-12-40-6.W5. Another log building 
had to be built to serve as a barn. This was great 
hay country; the frosts came too late in the spr- 
ing and too early in the fall for grain, 

‘Thetr first son was born while they were on 
the homestead, but he died very young with 
whooping cough and pneumonia 

In 1917 they sold out and ‘moved to the 
Horseshoe Canyon area, just west of 
Drumheller. Mother's sister and husband were 
already settled here. Dad bought some land here 
and went into farming and ranching. They raised 
five sons and three daughters after moving here 

Ken, Ralph, Tom, Jack, Chris, Barbara, 
Gwen, and Betty. 

Dad passed away in 1960 and Mother in 1971. 
Although their stay on the homestead was 
relatively short, it was a very memorable part of 
their lives. One nelghbor I can remember Dad 
speaking of was the “Hilbert’s”, only a few miles 
away. About 10 years ago we drove to Leslieville 
and looked up the Hilbert place, now operated by 
a son. He took us to Dad's homestead and we 
have kept in touch ever since, 





WILLIAM FAIRWEATHER MALCOLM AND 
FAMILY 

The turn of the Century for Western Canada 
saw an influx of adventurous people looking for a 
new way of life. Word spread across Canada that 
land was available for “homesteading” in Alber- 
ta, — thus — in 1904 Frank Tyndal and James 
Malcolm, both employed as ploughmen in Prince 
Edward Island relayed the message home to 
Kerrimuir, Scotland. 

William Fairweather Malcolm (W.F.) tired of 
being involved in the Coal Cartage business, 
made a sudden decision to leave for Canada with 
his fifth son, David. A story passed through the 
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William F. and Catherine Mali and family taken in 
Xerimuir,Scodand i the late 1890s. Back row: Wiliam Jr John, 
Susan, and Alexander. Center row: Em, James, William Se. holding 
Catherine J, Catherine Sr holding Donal, ihe youngest) David 
Front row: Andrew, Ane, Leonard, and labs), 





family relating how Dave 
belongings, arose early next morning and picked 
the newest pair of socks in the house, which 
belonged to his brother Andrew, hoping that he 
would not miss them. 

W.F. had 13 children, eight sons and five 
daughters and two step-sons. His wife Catherine 
and an infant daughter Bell had passed away 
early 1900, eventually all but two sons made their 
way to Canada. John remained in Scotland and 
Alexander, a stone mason had gone to New York 
city to work building the “skyscrapers”. 

When David and W.F. arrived in Edmonton 
they found it was still a settlement of tents. They 
went south to the Red Deer area to look for work 
and started at the Murdock MacDonald. place 
and also worked for the Martins in the 
Ridgewood area. 

W.F. went west looking for land and early 
1005 he took section 31 in township 39 Range 5-5. 
‘This was to be the homesteads of three of his sons, 
David, Leonard and James. W.F. took the N.E. 
quarter with the Horseguard Creek running 
through it. James arrived from the East and he 
and David went to work at Martins’ Mill to the 
north and got enough material to build a house 
and barn on the bank of the creek near the 
beaver dams. 

‘In 1909, Granny (Agnes, W.F.’s second wife), 
her son James Lindsay, together with Leonard, 
Anne and Donald left Glasgow on the 
“Steamship Athenia’”. Agnes’s older son had left 
before and settled in Montreal, 

Granny and the four children stayed at 
Ridgewood with the MacDonalds until the house 
was ready to move into. When that day came the 
story has been related that someone mis 
calculated the number of stovepipe lengths 
needed to hook up the kitchen range to the 
chimney and as it was Impossible to get more 





in a hurry to pack his 

















pipe right away the stove had to be put up on 
blocks and Granny, being a petite woman, had to 
stand on packing cases to do the cooking. 

The first Beaver Flat school was built on the 
portion of land donated from David's southwest 
quarter; it was built with logs cut from the 
northwest quarter which was Len’s. Miss Lizzie 
Martin was the first teacher and she boarded 
with the Sr. Malcolms. Some of the families 
attending that first school were the Ed Sims, Geo 
‘Turtons, Rodgers, Marshall’s, Raivio's, Antilla’s 
and the Smith sisters. Mrs. Smith and her two 
daughters came from England to live with her 
brother Fred Kirkman and they went back to 
England in the early 1920's. During the war 
years 1914-1918 Len, David and James served in 
the Canadian Army, Andrew served in the Navy 
Leonard was killed overseas in action and W.F. 
donated a bell in memory of his seventh son; this 
bell was installed upon the roof of the new school 
built only a short distance from the log one which 
later burnt to the ground in the late 1920's. 

Most of the family had learned trades in 
Scotland, David was a house painter and paper 
hanger, from time to time he would do some 
painting ete. for neighbors and did the school 
whenever it needed a new coat of paint, also 
when Mr. G. Meston Sr. opened a general store 
at Oras he painted a sign for it. Andrew was a 
baker and when the survey crew (one of whom 
was Gen. Pearkes) were surveying for the 
railway to Nordegg, Andrew was a cook for 
them, about 1912, After the war Andrew and his 
wife settled in Calgary where they had their own 
bakery, later in the 40°s he worked for Picardy’s. 

Susan, the oldest daughter had a boarding 
house in Calgary, the other girls helped her. She 
married Adam Gorrie a shoemaker and had a 
store near Andrew's bakery. Catherine married 
Frank Roy and raised three sons, Bruce, 
Leonard, Frank (killed in war 1944). Susan and 
‘Andrew had no children. Em became Mrs. 
Stephens during the war, her husband was killed 
overseas and she took up residence in Calgary 
too, she had three children Catherine, John and 
Jean. Bill was a saddler and he and his wife 
Mary and daughter Margaret also made their 
home In Calgary. James married in Scotland 
during the war years and finally took his family 
to farm near Hanna; they had two daughters 
Violet and Isabell and one son James. Ann the 
youngest daughter married a railway engineer 
Herbert Lundy, they had one son, Raymond, and 
had a farm at Coronation. Ray and his wife 
Adeline and some of thelr children live there 

‘When David returned from overseas in 1919 
he built a log house on the southeast quarter, in 
May 1920 Isabella Leonard came out from 
Scotland and they were married in Calgary.They 
had met in 1918 when she was nursing the wife of 
James, (David was visiting on leave). Isabella 
had trained in Edinburgh and Glasgow and 
nursed in England and Scotland during the war 











years. Her training was of great value in the 
years to come on the homestead. She was called 
upon quite often to deliver the babies of the 
settlers during the 1920's and 30's. She would 
often stay 10 days or more with a family (taking 
her own baby with her), and as well as assisting 
at the delivery she often had to cook meals and 
do washing and baking for the family while the 
mother recovered to cope on her own. There was 
little money and she often received seed grain or 
potatoes as payment. The nearest hospital was 
at Red Deer, she worked with Dr. Somerville 
from Eekville and later Dr. Hill and Dr. 
Greenaway from Rocky Mountain House. When 
the Women’s Institute started in the district she 
gave lectures on Home Nursing and First Aid. 

W.F.'s youngest son Donald married Ethel 
Smith, niece of Fred Kirkman in 1932. They lived 
on the Taylor place across the creek. Donald had 
a new house built; his brother Alex came out 
from New York to'lay the foundation and build 
the chimney. Donald raised purebred Shorthorn 
cattle and traveled around the country with a 
purebred horse, he also had a beautiful saddle 
horse called Spider. They had three children, 
‘Margaret, William and Mary. In the late 50's 
they moved to Red Deer where Donald worked 
for the school board and in the late 60's they 
moved to British Columbia. Margaret married 
Jack Armstrong and they have two children, 
Patrick and Coleen. William lives with Donald 
and Ethel close by. 

W.F. passed away in November 1935 and 
Agnes in 1940. David and Isabella moved to Red 
Deer in 1948 and both passed away there. Their 
only surviving child Aileen lives with her hus- 
band Thomas Halme in Victoria. They have 
three children, David, Arlene and Lorne. 

W.F.'s surviving children are Donald, 
Catherine and Anne. 

‘Some of the hardships of those years were due 
to the lack of communications (no phones, radios 
and no mail delivery) and distances between 
neighbors would often be half a mile or more, so 
often one relied on sound and chimney smoke to 
be sure all was okay with them. The winters 
were long and bitterly cold (no central heating) 
we often heated bricks in the oven or on top of the 
coal and wood stove and wrapped them in flannel 
to heat the beds. Often Father or Mother would 
stay up or take turns keeping the fires stoked up 
all night. There were real cold clear nights when 
‘one could hear the trees crackling and see the 
northern lights dancing across the sky and hear 
the great horned owl going “‘to-whit-to-whoo.”” 

Some of the tragedies were severe illness and 
death due to lack of medical help and the time 
lapse when word did get through to help. There 
were moments of despair when a field of grain 
would be set back by a late frost or when nearly 
ready to harvest it would be battered by hail and 
wind. There were times when all a family's 
hopes and belongings would be destroyed by fire 





or a prize animal would die for lack of trained 
help and medicine. 

‘There were happy times too, such as wonder- 
ful Christmas concerts with everyone wearing 
their very best and pretty clothes, eagerly look: 
ing forward to Santa Claus arriving with a gift, a 
bag of candy and an orange (for some it was the 
only candy or oranges they would get all year) 
‘The tree would be big and reached to the ceiling, 
the decorations were mostly made by the 
teacher and the children and there were wax 
candles clipped on the boughs (no fire depart- 
ment) and never a mishap. 

Fun times like chicken and bean suppers and 
dances were held in the school with the desks 
pushed back to the wall. The whole family would 
come (no baby sitters) and the little ones would 
be put to sleep on the desk tops. The orchestra 
often consisted of Mrs. Angus Martin at the 
piano, Johnny Gore on the drums, Frank Scott 
and Sam Dickson with violins. 

‘There were competitive times such as the an- 
nual School Fair at Leslieville with everyone do- 
ing thelr finest sewing, baking, and school work 
such as writing compositions. There was garden 
produce grown from the free seeds we recelved 
in the spring. There were sports days and school 
pienies (the ice cream was delicious). 

‘There was the magic of our first battery radio 
only to be used on very special occasions such as 
‘Texaco News, the funeral of King George V, 
hockey games and concerts. 

‘That momentous occasion, when we went to 
Edmonton by special train to see the visit of King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth (the first train 
ride for most of us) 

Sunday dinners, Christmases and New Years 
with friends, such as Mestons and Maconochies, 
were also special occasions, 

Harvest time with threshing crews to prepare 
meals for, the aroma of fresh baked bread, apple 
pies and roast beef and fresh garden vegetables 
Was a special occasion. The welcome sight of 
ripe grain and fresh straw and a good yield 
meant bills would be paid and money enough to 
carry the family through another year. 

Some of the teachers who boarded at Dave 
Malcolm's home were Miss Wade about 1927-28, 
Miss MacDonald about 1930 and Mr. W. C. 
McRoberts about 1935-36-37. 





MARTIN, ANGUS AND MATTIE FAMILY 
(THE) 

Angus McColl Martin was born at Buxton, 
near Chatham, Ontario, April 12, 1881. He came 
to Alberta with his family to farm, known as 
Glentromie, being the NE 14-37-1W5 which had 
been homesteaded by his father in 1889. When he 
was 18 years old he took up his own homestead 
which was NW 12-37-1W5, which he farmed for 
many years. In 1907 in company with his brother 
Lachie and W.C. MacDougall of High River he 
went into the lumber business which kept him 
busy during the winter while farming in the 
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summer. In 1939 a disastrous fire put an end to 
the lumbering and he and his family settled on 
the farm. 

‘On December 27, 1911 he was married to Miss 
Mattie Reilly, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs, 
John Reilly, who was born in Toronto, Ontario, 
June 13, 1888 and came to Alberta in 1903. Angus 
and Mattie had a family of six sons and two 
daughters: 

Marion Elizabeth, now living in Calgary, born 
September 22, 1912, married to Herbert E. 
Miller, August 24, 1934. They have two sons: 
Kenneth Robert, born May 26, 1935 married to 
Miss Gerda Graig and they have four children — 
Katherine Marion, born January 10, 1964 — 
Stuart Angus, born November 1, 1965 — Kristan 
Lee, born June 2, 1969 and John Lachlan, born 
June 27, 1971. Verne Ronald, born October 18, 
1938 married to Miss Constance Alexander, 
December 27, 1965 and have one daughter: 
Sharon, born October 19, 1968. 

‘Angus Leslie (Bud), born December 29, 1913, 
now living at Alhambra, married to Miss 
Svanhild Sande August 7,'1947 and have one 
daughter: Joyce Ann born July 12, 1950. 

John “Cameron, born March 21, 1917, 
now living at Richmond, British Columbia, 
married to Miss Margaret Dodds September 24, 
1941. They have two daughters: Marlene Emily, 
born April 21, 1945 and married to Lloyd McLeod, 
November 4, 1968; they have two children — 
Dayna Kim born June 1, 1972 and Terrie Dawn 
born July 7, 1977. Shirley Anne, born March 25, 
1951, married Douglas Kinnear, January 5, 1974 
and have one son — Thomas James, born Oc- 
tober 20, 1977. 

Gordon Victor, born November 18, 1918, 
passed away October 30, 1953. 

‘Douglas Murray, born June 17, 1920, now liv- 
ing in Red Deer, married to Miss Alice Christine 
Jahraus, November 17, 1949. They have two 
Gaughers: Eleanor Louise, born February 20, 
1951 and Diane Janine born October 6, 1952. 

Margaret Adelaide, born November 9, 1922, 
residing at Rocky Mountain House, was not 
married but was Senior Night Supervisor at the 
Alberta School Hospital for over 30 years. She 
lives with her mother. 

Kenneth Alexander, born May 23, 1925, now 
living at Alhambra, 'married to Miss Irene 
Mushka, November '19, 1948. They have two 
daughters: Jean Marion, born May 2, 1951 and 
Marilyn Gayle born January 20, 1965. 

William McKenzie, born August 17, 1927, Ih 
Ing at Rocky Mountain House, married to Miss 
Ida Krenbrink, June 18, 1947. They have two 
sons: Wayne William, born August 7, 1948 
married to Miss Eleanor Galenza February 28, 
1970 and they have two sons: Robert William 
born September 19, 1970 and Wayne Scott 
Franklin born July 27, 1975. Bruce Allen, born 
September 30, 1949 married to Miss Sheila Kolod: 
zicjak in 1971 and have three daughters: 
Kimberley Ann, born September 25, 1968, Tara 























Lee, born July 1, 1971 and Tammy Roxanne 
Lillian born June 25, 1974. 

Alter several bad heart attacks Angus McColl 
Martin passed away in the Eckville Hospital on 
February 24, 1964 and is buried in the family plot 
In the Red Deer Cemetery. 


MASON, WILLIAM J. 

T, William Jennings Mason, was born in 1898 
at Kokomo, Indiana. My parents were Thomas 
Jefferson Mason and Martha Mason. I was the 
oldest of their family of five boys. My brothers 
were Chester, Noel, Alonzo and Tommy. 

‘About 1900 we moved to the Woods county 
area in eastern Oklahoma. In 1901 we moved to 
the western part of Oklahoma when it was 
opened up for homesteading. We went by 
covered wagon, trailing some cattle and horses. 
We stayed there until 1912, then moved to Mon- 
tana. 

‘A rhyme that comes to mind might explain 
why we left. “Hurray for Oklahoma, the land of 
the free, the home of the grasshopper, the bed 
bug and flea.’ 

‘A neighbor asked my father, Thomas, why he 
was going so far north. Didn’t he know that water 
would freeze in wells 40 feet deep? Thomas 
answered, “Hell, I've seen it boil in wells that 
deep in Oklahoma, so which is worse?” 

‘My father farmed in Montana for a year and a 
half before deciding to move to Alberta. My 
father, mother, and my four brothers and Ieame 
by train as settlers, at a special rate. We crossed 
at Portal North Dakota and came to Rocky 
Mountain House in 1914. The first winter was 
spent southwest of Crimson Lake. Then we 
moved to the Leslieville district about 1915, to the 
NE 19-40-5, land known as the Pete Moser place. 
Later we moved to the John Young quarter, NW 
21-40-5 and stayed about five years. 

During the first War Iweni to Calgary to join 
the army but was not called up until the war was 
almost over, and then my call was cancelled. 

In 1919 Helen Albertine Seeland and I were 
married and we moved to where Jack Leslie now 
farms, (this land was known earlier as the Elliot 
place). In early 1921 I homesteaded the SE 31-40- 
5 and moved there shortly afterwards. We raised 
our family here and are continuing to live on this, 
land, having been here now for 56 years. We had 
seven children, Norman, Vera, Elmer, William, 
Alfred, Andrew, and Mildred. 

My’father, brothers and I, played music for 
dances all around the district, as far east as Con- 
dor and west to Rocky Mountain House. 

Tremember working at the MeDougal mill for 
50¢ a day. The pay was to be taken out in lumber 
at the end of the winter. Some of the men would 
play poker, betting 2 x 4's and 2x 6's. The planed 
lumber was delivered to Rocky Mountain House 
for $7 a thousand feet. 

My father lived for a little while on the John 
Saari place SW 4-41-4-W5, before homesteading 
the SW 24-41-6-W5 around 1922, My father died in 





August 1924, and my mother passed away 25 
years later In 1949. 

T have a very good orchard which I started 
about 1935. I raise Battleford, Heyer No. 12, 
Rescue and Osman apples and crabapples, 
enough for myself and family, and the neighbors 
around the district. My yard and garden is a very 
beautiful spot in the spring when all the trees are 
in blossom. I've only lost one crop due to frost in 
all the years I've grown fruit in this spot in Alber- 
ta. 


McCALLUM, MR. AND MRS. ROBERT 
DUNCAN — by Mattie Martin 

Robert McCallum was born in Scotland, 
January 2, 1886 living there until after his 
father’s death; his family moved to Yorkshire 
where he resided until coming to Canada about 
1910, At that time he was a young student 
minister and was stationed in southern Alberta 
at Gleichen and Pincher Creek. He was sent to 
Nordegg in 1912 and came to Leslieville in 1915. 
In his youth he had started to study medicine but 
ll health prevented him from following that 
profession but after a while in this west country 
his health improved. What he had learned at 
medical school was kept in his head and many a 
person was helped by him in times of sickness. 
He preached for many years at Leslieville and 
surrounding district and conducted over 200 
funerals during his time. He was the postmaster 
for nearly 40 years and also filled the position as 
secretary for the municipality for a long time un- 
til Ill health overtook him and he had to resign 
from his labors. 

‘On April 16, 1916 he was married to Bertha 
Alice Reilly in Red Deer and they settled down to 
their married life in alittle shack but later built a 
large house in Leslieville which was used as the 








Robert (Bob) and Bertha MeCallum, 1952. 





post office and thelr dwelling place until their 
retirement. They sold their property about 1962 
and went to live at the Westview Lodge in Rocky 
Mountain House. After a stay in hospital in 
Rocky, Mr. McCallum passed away January 27, 
1964. Funeral services were held from the 
Presbyterian Church in Rocky Mountain House, 
with burial in the Leslieville Cemetery, January 
31, 1964. 

Bertha was a helpmate to Bob in the Post Of- 
fice all the years that they were employed there 
and took a great interest in the works of the com. 
munity, especially the Women’s Institute, of 
which she was a charter member, and the Royal 
Purple, of which she was a life member. She took 
great pleasure in curling and knitting and in her 
younger days was a very fine singer. She 
Yemained in Rocky Mouniain House for two 
years after her husband's death, then moved to 
Red Deer, remaining there until her passing on 
October 7, 1977. A memorial service was held in 
Red Deer on the morning of October 12, with a 
special service by the Elks Lodge and the ladies 
of the Royal Purple officiating in the afternoon 
from the Elks hall in Leslieville. Burial was in 
the Leslieville Cemeters 

‘To this couple was born a daughter, Betty 
Jean Ishbel who was raised at Leslieville until 
she married Mr. R. T. Gregson and went to live 
in Toronto. To them were born four daughters 
and one son; Marilyn, Sandra, Lynn, and the 
twins, Robert and Donna. They all live in or close 
to their parents at Port Bolster, near Lake Sim 
coe, Ontario. There are six grandchildren, 








MeGILL., PERCY THOMAS — (by Mattie Mar- 

One could write pages about this person but 
time will not permit so I will stick to a few 
details. He was born and brought up in Ontario, 
around London, I think, and whatever possessed 
him to pick on Leslieville as a homing place 
never was found out. Early in 1912 he arrived and 
from that time on he remained here. That par- 
ticular winter was very cold after the New Year, 
there being no snow until after Christmas and 
then it turned bitterly cold, something that Percy 
was not used to. 

‘A man by the name of Oliver Wright (com- 
monly called Ollie) lived down on the road east of 
Bailey's with his wife and family and his father. 
He was a man of tremendous proportions but like 
all fat people liked to be jolly and have fun and 
we did have many good laughs with him. Well, he 
took a contract to do some bushwork out near 
Nordegg that cold winter and hired a bunch of 
the young fellows around to go out and work for 
him. Among the lot were Percy McGill, Ted En- 
sign, Tom Butler, Leaman Patterson and Victor 
Reilly and maybe others, and Fatty Wright 
himself. On the way out they stopped for lunch 
and of course Ted Ensign offered to make the 
coffee. No water being handy, he scooped up 
some nice clean snow. Also in that year there 
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were lots of rabbits which had been scampering 
around and you can imagine what happened to 
poor Ted when the boys drained their cups. The 
best part was hearing McGill tell it. It was not 
too long before he and some of the rest arrived 
back at Leslieville and there he stayed until his 
passing. For a long time he was a clerk in 
MeKinnon’s store, he had a butcher shop of his 
own and did well with that. In nearly all the plays 
we used to put on he had a jeading part for he was 
a good actor. He also was a good poker player, 
as many could testify and was wonderful with 
figures and had a remarkable memory. He 
belonged to the Roman Catholic Church, and 
although he seldom attended a service, was 
buried from the Catholic Church in Sylvan Lake, 
Father McDonald conducting. Perey had had 
pneumonia more than once, finally having a 
fatal attack. 


McLEAN, MR. ANDREW — (by Mattie Martin) 

‘Andrew McLean came from Quebec, near 
Lake Megantic, to Alberta about 1907, coming 
out to the Leslieville district and settling on the 
and about two miles east of there, directly east 
of the quarter that the Hopkins family lived on — 
safd land later being taken over by Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Inglis. With Andrew were his mother, a 
Sister, Barbara (who later became Mrs. George 
Thompson) and a young lad by the name of John- 
ny Gore. 

There was another sister, Lily, who was 
married to Mr. Norman McDonald and they 
lived east of that, not too far from Harry Ar- 
nold’s place, Andy was not a strong man but was 
a good farmer, having brought with him horses, 
cattle and machinery. His mother was a very 
nice person and died a few years later. After 
Barbara was married he left and not too much 
was heard of him. 

‘The Norman MeDonald’s lived for several 
years on the farm where their children were 
born, at least some of them. Ronald was the 
oldest, then Hector (who afterwards married 
Mona Ball) and Flora, and I think there was a 
younger girl. There were also two brothers of 
Norman's who had land farther north but they 
did not stay too long. Norman worked at Nordegg. 
in the winter. They finally moved to Red Deer 
where they lived for several years. Mrs. 
McDonald (Lily) was a fine singer and also did 
recitations and readings at many gatherings, but 
T think the MeDonalds are all gone now. 





McLEOD, ALLAN — submitted by John McLeod 

Allan McLeod was born in Prince Edward 
Island in 1854, His wife Emaline Keennon, was 
born in Makaska County, Askalooca, Idaho, in 
1864, They were married 'in 1880. 

‘They came from Gaston, Oregon, to Alberta 
in 1906, settling northwest of Leslieville on the 
‘SE-34-39-5-5. The family consisted of eight sons, 
one daughter and Allan's father, Grandpa John 
‘McLeod — who was born in 1829, in Scotland. He 














died in 1906 and is buried in the Leslieville 
Cemetery, Allan's eldest daughter Minnie, 
remained in Oregon. Allan and Emaline McLeod 
‘operated a stopping house for the stage coach, 
freighters, and for other settlers seeking land, 
and although there are none of these buildings 
there now, the row of spruce trees planted by 
Emaline McLeod still stands, stately and tall 
marking the spot where our Grandparents 
carved out a home and a new way of life in Alber- 
ta, and these trees still hold a meaning for us, 
and somehow these trees were spared when the 
house burned down a few years ago. 

Grandpa and Grandma Allan McLeod's fami: 
ly were — Minnie (stayed in Oregon), Dan, John, 
Albert, Henry, Kate, Frank, Sterling, Leto and 
Leslie. Of these, Dan, John, Albert and Henry 
each homesteaded a quarter of 28-39-5-5. Kate 
having married Alex Sim, homesteaded the SW- 
34-39-55, (now owned by William Dirsten). They 
falso bought the NE-7-40-4.5 and in 1943 sold it to 
Oliver Salmon. 








‘Mr. and Mrs, Allan MeLeod, 1938 


Grandma and Grandpa Allan McLeod raised 
the family of James McLeod, (more is told of this 
in the James McLeod history). 

‘There were no telephones, no radios, no 
television and no electricity! There was, 
however, lots of bucksawing of wood to Keep the 
house warm, hauling of feed for the stock, lots of 
barn cleaning, lots of water carrying and lots of 
walking if you wished to go somewhere. 

Before long, someone brought In a wood saw- 
Ing machine and people gathered at each other's 
places to exchange work and get the wood pile 
sawed. Sometimes the crew consisted of nearly 
as many men as the threshing crews. 

Clearing the land by hand with an ax and us- 
ing a team of horses to pull the stumps, usually 
used up the summer months, and sometimes was 
a real struggle before a field of any size was ob- 
tained. 

Roads were not always passable, even to the 





horse-drawn vehicles. Most of them were win- 
ding trails that kept to the higher land, 
regardless of where the road allowances were. 

Most creeks were without bridges so were just 
forded, if the water wasn’t too deep. Recreation 
came in the form of sleighing and skating par- 
ties, house parties and dances in the local school 
houses, On one such occasion it was decided to 
have a masquerade ball, with all the costumes. 
Leto, being a bit of a clown thought it might be in- 

teresting to go as a young lady, and so, in long 
dress, ringleted wig and make-up he arrived at 
the dance. One young man was badly smitten 
with the new girl, and lost no time showing his 
affections, and claiming every possible dance 
with “her’ and finally as his supper partner, at 
which time everyone unmasked to show their 
identity, The young man was quite shocked to 
find he had fallen so hard for Leto McLeod, 
whom he knew quite well! 

Grandma and Grandpa McLeod returned to 
Oregon about 1918, taking Mary, Wallace, 
Angeline and Isobel with them.’ Margaret 
remained in Red Deer, where she was employed. 
Dan, Albert, Leto and Leslie also returned to 
Oregon then, as did Kate and Alex Sim, just a 
short time later. 

Frank became a rallroad steam engineer and 
for several years was employed with the C.N.R. 
on the train that travelled through Leslieville. He 
transferred to Jasper, where it was discovered 
he had colour blindness, and he worked in the 
roundhouse there until his retirement in 1959. He 
was married and he and his wife, Mildred, 
operated a rooming house in Jasper until her 
passing in 1968, and a short time later he sold out 
and moved to Edson. He also had the misfortune 
of having his right leg amputated below the knee. 
In 1972 he married Mrs. Rose Whidden and they 
continued to make their home In Edson until his 
passing in August 1975. 

Sterling served with the Armed Forces during 
World War I. He returned to Leslieville and later 
married Maude Richardson and they lived at 
Leslieville for a few years before moving to 
Oregon where he lived until his passing in Oc- 
tober, 1977. 

Henry had learned the blacksmith trade from 
‘Mr, Ed Good and was employed In his shop in 
Rocky Mountain House. He also did blacksmith 
work at the sawmills in the winter. In 1916 he 
married Margaret McLeod, the eldest member 
of the James McLeod family, (mentioned earlier 
in this writing) and they remained at Leslieville 
until 1952. 

Kate now 80 years of age, still lives in Oregon, 
Leto lives in Oregon and Leslie in California. 





MeMEEKIN, ROBERT AND ISABELLA. 
(Originally the name was McMeeking, but in 
the ensuing years, for reason unknown, the “‘g"” 
was deleted and the name became McMeekin for 
the following generations.) 
Mr. Robert McMeekin was born in Glasgow, 


Scotland, March 20, 1882, the son of John 
MeMeeking and Mary Lynch. 

Isabella MeGregor was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland, on August 11, 1881, the daughter of 
James McGregor and Margaret Munn. 

Robert and Isabella grew up and spent their 
early youth in Scotland. They were married 
there in the early 1900's. After a number of years 
they and their young family immigrated to Ot- 
tawa, Ontario, Canada. In 1915 Mr. McMeeki 
enlisted and served with the 77th Battalion Cana- 
dian Overseas Expeditionary Force in World 
War I. Upon his discharge in 1916, they lived for a 
time in Ottawa, later moving west to Calgary, 
Alberta, There Mr. McMeckin owned a draying 
‘business and taught carpentry at the Indian 
School. He was also employed with the railway 
at Gadsby, Alberta for a time. In the early 20s 
they moved their belongings by horses and 
wagon from Calgary to their homestead, the 
farm now owned by Tom Holland in the area 
north of Leslieville (SW 20-40-4-W5) Mrs. 
‘McMeekin and younger children came by train, 
‘Mrs. McMeekin assisted Dr. Sommerville of 
‘kville at many of the births in the district, 
when most births still occurred in the homes. 

She was of a humorous nature and enjoyed a 
bit of adventure. She was among those who 
availed themselves of the first chance Leslieville 
people had of flying over their village for 10 
puma, mbes Meio Baton It sf Ee 

Moth visited the town in February 16, 
1991. ‘The old Cap Card eld, just northeast of 
town proved an ideal landing and taking off 
place. She sometimes sang and played a bit of 
piano at some of the social events. 

‘Mr. McMeekin was a quiet man with an ap- 
titude for art. His main interests were his home 
and family. 

‘They had seven children, two daughters, 
Mary and Margaret and five’sons, Alexander, 
Robert, James Walter and Allan. 

All their sons were in the services during 
World War Il. Alexander in the Royal Canadian 
Navy; Robert and Walter in the Royal Canadian 
Airforce; and Allan in 10 Field Company 
R.CE.C.ASF. Canadian Army (active). He 
served in Canada, the United Kingdom, the Cen- 
tral Mediterranean area and Continental 
Europe. 

‘Alexander Gunnion MeMeekin was born in 
Glasgow, Scotland on Nov. 1, 1901. He passed 
away September 18, 1964. During’ his life he 
travelled about a lot and had varying oc 
cupations such as hotel waiter, stevedore, 
longshoreman, bodyman, pipefitter and farmer. 

He was married three times: First, to Marie 
Chevallier of Alhambra. Their two sons are, 
Robert Leslie, born July 17, 1929, and Maurice 
Victor Louis born July 12, 1934. Second, to Ruth 
Peabody of Forest Grove, Oregon, U.S.A. Their 
daughter is Virginia Helen born April 20, 1938. 
Third, to Helen Johnston of Oregon, U.S.A. Their 
son is Alexander born August 18, 1951 and a 
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daughter Valerie Jean born April 7, 1959, His 
widow Helen now resides in Oregon. 

Mary Gunnion McMeekin was born 
Glasgow, Scotland, November 3, 1907. She 
passed away there in infancy. 

‘Margaret M, MeMeckin was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland, July 30, 1906. She passed away in the 
late 1950's, She was married twice. Her first hus- 
band was Ralph Marwood of Calgary. They had 
one son, Ralph Frederick. Her second husband 
was W. Lou Myers of Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. 
‘They lived in Portland and Florence, Oregon and 
Redwood City, California. Lou passed away in 
early 1950. 

Robert Gunnfon MeMeekin was born in 
Glasgow, Scotland, on February 9, 1910. He 
married Joyce Payne of Calgary, where they 
resided for many years. He worked for the 
Government as a paymaster for the Department 
of National Defence, and in the Department of 
Indian Affairs there. They retired to Royston, 
B.C. where he passed away in January, 1972, 
‘They have one daughter, Janet Isabel, born 
August 31, 1966. 

James’ Munn MeMeekin, born May 30, 1913, 
passed away in a drowning accident at 
Leslieville on July 22, 1928. 

Walter McGregor McMeekin born at Corona- 
tion, Alberta on October 7, 1917 married Cecilia 
Anna Freylinger of Evergreen. They lived in 
Caigary during the years he served in the Air 
Force and upon his discharge took up residence 
in Leslieville, where they still reside. He 
managed Leslieville Motors for many years until 
ft changed ownership in 1975. He remains there 
as the head mechanic. They have six children: 

Maureen Helene Isabella (Mrs. Tom Coulter 
of Fruitvale, B.C.) born January 16, 1941 at 
Eckville. She was a head teller with the Bank of 
Montreal until her marriage. She is talented in 
art. Her husband Tom, is a manager with S. S. 
Kresge Company, so they are transferred quite 
frequently — so far they have been in Red Deer, 
Alberta. North Battleford and Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Toronto, Ontario; Prince George 
and Fruitvale’ B.C. They have three children, 
Thomas Gerald, Sandra Maureen and Dawn 
Michelle. 

Carole Roberta (Mrs. Charles W. Bilawehuk 
of Edmonton) born February 4, 1943 at Calgary. 
She received her Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of Alberta in 1972, and is presently 
employed as a social worker with Alberta Social 
Services and Community Health. Her husband, 
Charles, 1s employed with City of Edmonton 
Telephones. ‘They have two children, Lesley 
Dawn, and Todd Alan, 

Peter Walter MeMeckin of Condor, Alberta, 
born December 28, 1946, at Eckville, Alberta. He 
married Deborah Pamela Grace Bates of Con- 
dor, He works in construction, is an operating 
engineer and also a mechanic. They have two 
daughters, Susan Katherine, and Sherrie Marie. 

Cecile Margaret (Mrs. Paul Viala of Red 




















Deer) born March 5, 1949 at Eckville. She was a 
switchboard operator and receptionist at Red 
Deer College unttl she retired on December 14, 
1977 to await the arrival of their first born in 
January, 1978. Her husband, Paul, is a foreman 
at Federal Pioneer Electric in Red Deer. 

Bruce Alan McMeekin of Alhambra, born on 
March 14, 1951 at Eckville. He married Gwen 
Gayle McMillan of Alhambra. He works in con- 
struction and is also an operating engineer. They 
are also awaiting the arrival of their first born in 
January, 1978. 

Robert James McGregor McMeekin of 
Leslieville, born on August 23, 1954, at Eckville. 
He is employed at Rocky Wood Preservers, is a 
licensed grader and scaler and works at all 
aspects of the lumber business, as well. He is a 
member of the Leslieville Elks Fastball team. 
‘They won the 1977 Foothills Fastball Cham- 
pionship and he is also a member of the 
“Hillbillies” hockey team (Rocky Commercial 
Hockey League). They won the 1976-1977 cham 
pionship. He is single and lives at home. All the 
children attended Leslieville Elementary and 
David Thompson High School. 

Allan Smith MeMeekin, was born at Calgary 
on August 22, 1920. He married Dorothy Jean 
Gallaway of Calgary, who passed away in 1947, 
‘Allan worked at Shepherd, Alberta, and Calgary 
for a time, later farmed and was employed with 
the railway at Leslieville. He now resides in 
Rocky Mountain House. 

‘Mr. Robert McMeekin passed away in 1926 
and Mrs. Isabella McMeekin and the family of 
the younger children moved into the town of 
Leslieville in 1927. Through the years they lived 
in various places through-out the province — 
Huxley, Calgary, and Evergreen included, but 
returned to reside in Leslieville where Mrs. 
‘MeMeekin passed away on March 27, 1964. 


McMILLAN, HUNTLEY AND LEIGH (LEE) — 
by Mattie Martin) 

Leigh (Lee) McMillan was a real nice young 
man who lived up behind the Butte not too far 
from Ted Ensign. He and Ted always remained 
good friends but Leigh did not stay too long in the 
country and went back to Edmonton. However, 
his brother, Huntley McMillan, came and lived 
on the farm and did well. He married one of the 
Conn girls (whose parents came to live on the 
place where Mr. and Mrs. McNeil lived and 
where the Laurence Olivers now reside). Then 
Huntley's parents came to live on the farm and 
were good residents for a number of years. 


MeTAVISH, WILLIAM AND EFFIE 

William ‘and Effie McTavish came from the 
Lethbridge district and proved up on Henry 
Decker's homestead SE-13-40-5-W5. They had 
one daughter and two sons, Muriel, Douglas and 
Gordon, 

‘They were a happy, warm hearted family and 
contributed much to the social life of the com: 
munity. The ladies were members of the W.I. 














‘Muriel married Frank Averill and they had 
two daughters and one son, Audrey (Mrs. Starn), 
Drenadine (Mrs. Ammons) and Billy. They all 
live in the U.S.A. 

‘Frank was a gifted artist and they lived for a 
time on SE-11-40-5-W5. Frank died quite awhile 
ago. Muriel used to come to the farm a lot to help 
‘Doug out, but she passed away not long ago. 

Douglas has not married and lives on the 
homestead, farms a half section and has a lot of 
good beef cattle. 

Gordon became ill and passed away while 
still'a young man, 


MENZIES, THE ARCHIE L. HISTORY 

‘Mr, and Mrs, A. L. Menzies arrived at Sarnia, 
Ontario, from ‘Scotiand in 1905, where they 
resided for the next two years. Archie came west 
on a harvest excursion in the fall of 1906 to In- 
nistail. After the harvest he set out on foot to 
locate a brother Bob, who had earlier located 
somewhere near Oras. This was all virgin 
territory so as a result the ponds he could not 
wade through, he swam, to get there. Bob and 
Archie then went on a land scouting spree for a 
homestead. Archie filed on NW-10-40-5-" 
September, 1907. Bob filed on NE-9-40-5-W5. 
Archie then proceeded to erect a small log cabin 
before freeze-up. 

‘The following spring he brought his wife and 
two young children out to the new home. 

Many the disappointments and setbacks they 
encountered in ensuing years as frost, swamp 
fever in horses, and shortage of money plagued 
them as well as all early settlers. All suppiles, 
food, bullding materials, and other necessities 
were freighted from Red Deer by oxen and later 
by horses, a journey of 40 odd miles, a journey 
through, around, and across muskeg, rivers, and 
bush trails. However, with typical “‘Scotch’” 
determination they persisted and finally over- 
came their adversities. In the ensuing years five 
more children were born and raised. 

In 1911 the first school was voluntarily built 
but only remained open during the fall and 
spring months for a couple of years until 
more settlers and pupils became available. 

‘Archie spent part of the first few winters 
working at a sawmill fifteen miles from home. 











‘Archie Menzies with his team and wagon, accompanied by his 
brother Bobi 1908; taken in Red Deer Where they travelled more 
than 40 miles to gt thelr groceries and supplies, 
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Mary Ann, Archie's wife, stayed home and 
looked after the family and the few livestock dur- 
ing his absence. He received the princely sum of 
$15.00 per month for his labour, but it helped to 
keep the family fed and clothed. 

He built a new barn and house in 1916 on 
higher land in hopes of combating the dread of 
the early settlers — swamp fever, which took 
many a homesteader’s horses, leaving him with 
no farming power for a time. 

‘The C.N.R. railroad constructed a line 
through to Rocky Mountain House and Nordegg 
in 1912, Leslieville then became the hamlet as 
known to-day. Mail service which had previously 
been brought by stage once a week to the store 
was now transported by train. The settlers really 
thought everything was golng well now. Coal 
mines opened at Nordegg and settlers earned ex. 
tra cash working on the railroad and also ob- 
tained a market for their surplus hay and oats as 
feed for the mine ponies. 

The first phone line of eight miles was con- 
structed by volunteer labour about 1916 and used 
extensively up until the time the existing lines 
were taken over by A.G-T. 

‘The fruits of the land were wild berries as 
saskatoons, blueberries, strawberries, 
raspberries, gooseberries, also wild game like 
deer, rabbit, moose, prairie chicken and par- 
tridge also an abundance of wood for fuel. 

A log church was put up in Leslieville by in- 
terested volunteers in the early years in which 
Archie participated and the building was used 
for about twenty-five to thirty years afterwards. 

New roads were constructed as time went on 
and extra money was earned by helping at this 
job with a four-horse team, 

People had various forms of entertainment 
such as dances, Christmas Tree programmes, 
also the famed chautauqua made it’s 
appearance in the early 1920's or before. Later 
on the School Fairs and summer picnics held a 
place in the social life of the community. 

Tt seemed lke a miracle that everyone 
seemed to stay healthy as doctors and modes of 
travel were far away in time of need. Midwives 
were a blessing to many a newborn under those 
conditions. Home made remedies and cures all 
seemed to work wonders. 

During these early days mechanized power 
was unheard of, so brushing, clearing, piling, 
burning, were done by hand. Many laborious 
hours were spent in these tasks by Archie, Mary 
‘Ann and their family until enough land was put in 
production to meet the demands of a growing 
family. To-day very little of the homestead is not 
broken. 

‘Archie and Mary Ann purchased their first 
car, a new 1926 Chevrolet. Prior to this buggies, 
democrats and wagons, as well as horse-back 
were the modes of travel. 

Arehfe and Mary Ann have gone to their just 
reward. Archie passed away in 1948 at the age of 
70. Mary Ann passed away in 1970 at the age of 90 
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years. But the original homestead Is still lived in 
and farmed by some of the sons. Following are 
the names of their sons and daughters; Archie, 
‘Margaret, Mary, Robert, Agnes, Alexander and 
Donald. All but’ Margaret still ‘live in the im- 
mediate district. Margaret lives at Delburne, 
Alberta, 

Archie, Jr. homesteaded the NE 10-40.5W5 in 
1922 and later purchased the NE. 9-40.5W5 of his 
Unele Bob's estate. Archie still farms this land 
to-day. 

Robert bought the NE 16-40-5W5 of his Uncle 
Bob’s and later became an Alberta Wheat Pool 
agent. He is retired from the Wheat Pool and at 
present residing in Leslieville with his wife, 
Evelyn, owning a grocery business — the 
Leslievitle Mercantile. They have five children, 
all married and living in the surrounding area, 

Margaret and her husband, Harry 
Gongaware are retired from farming and live on 
the family farm at Delburne. Prior to her 
marriage, Margaret taught school. They have 
two sons — both married and they carry on the 
business of farming. 

Mary and her husband, Ed Smith are actively 
farming east of Leslieville at present. They have 
two daughters — both married and live In the 
area quite close to them. 

Agnes and her husband, Laurence Oliver 
reside on a farm a few miles from town. 
Laurence works full time as partsman at a 
machine shop in Eckville. They have one son, 
who is a draftsman in the city. 

Alex and his wife, Margaret and his brother 
Don reside on the original Menzies farm and con- 
tinue with the farming operations. 

These are the grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren of Archie and Mary Ann Menzies, 

Lorraine and Phyllis are the children of Ed 
and Mary Smith. Lorraine is married to John 
Schroderus and reside in Eckville. They have 
four children, Karen, Lorne, Julie and Loralie. 
Karen is married to Robin Tolonen and lives in 
Red Deer. Phyllis is married to Ensio 
Schroderus and has two children, Ken and 
‘Audrey. They reside in the Leslieville district, 

Philip and Keith are the children of Harry and 
‘Margaret Gongaware and reside on thelr farms 
in Delburne district. Philip is married to Lois 
Hoerle and has three children, Neil, Greg and 
Lori. Kelth is married to Maureen Perry and has 
‘two children, Allan and Shella. 

Connie, Carol, Bob, Marlene and Wendy are 
the children of Bob and Evie Menzies. Connie is 
married to Jerry Litz and has three children, 
April, Dana and Bradley. They live in Red Deer. 
Carol Bryant resides in Calgary and has four 
children, Garry, Curtis, Sherri and Rodney. Bob 
is married to Sheila Heikkinen and has two 
children, Shauna and Robert. They live in 
Leslieville area. Marlene is married to Chester 
Ketchum and lives in Leslieville. They have two 
children, Christopher and Jennifer. Wendy is 
married to Bob Bryant and resides in Caroline. 











‘They have two children, Angela and Kimberley 
Don is the son of Laurence and Agnes Oliver 
and resides in Red Deer. 


:ON FAMILY 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Meston and three 
Gaughiers left Aberdeen, Scotland, May, 1911 
Mary and Bessie, (Elizabeth) came out to Alber. 
ta by themselves, to be followed, a few weeks 
later, by thelr parents and the eldest sister, Ella. 
The brothers, George and Bob were already 
here, having taken up land in the Bingley dis 
trict. George met the family at Red Deer 
Railway Station. The trip to George’s homestead 
was made by wagon and team, and took two 
Gays. It wasn’t what you would call a comfor- 
table drive, but George was very proud of his 
team, “Nancy and Fred” — partly brones. Look- 
ing back, my parents, who were not young, had a 
great deal of courage and were not afraid of 
work. Eventually, my father filed on a 
homestead and Joe Frost, a good neighbor, built 
a comfortable home, on that land. A nearby 
neighbor of theirs was Billy Barnes. Other 
neighbors were Fred and Harry Richardson, and 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Nielson, who had one son of 
school age. 

Ttwas an entirely new life for all. My mother 
was the happiest of women when she mastered 
the art of bread-making, and she enjoyed looking 
after the young stock, and the chickens. Father 
kept a neat farm-yard and knew his cattle. Ella 
had house work to keep her busy. The other two 
sisters followed what they had studied in Aber- 
deen. Mary became a nurse in the General 
Hospital, Calgary, and Bessie took up teaching. 
In those days, mail was eagerly looked forward 
to, and we'd take the afternoon off to visit 
Bingley P.O. J.W. Christian handled the mail, 
then followed by Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ogden. The 
Ogdens came trom the Bingley district In 
Yorkshire, England. Mrs. Blizabeth Ogden was 
an enthusiastic gardener and it was usual for her 
fo carry off most of the gardening prizes at 
Rocky Mountain House Agricultural Fair. Her 
flower garden was always attractive. 

Father died at home at the age of 74 years, 
Dr. Backus of Eckville had visited him from 
time to time. Mother came with Ella to stay in a 
neat little house on our farm at Alhambra. When 
‘our mother had her last Hliness, Mary came out 
from Red Deer to nurse her. She had reached the 
age of 84, Both parents are buried in Pine Grove 
Cemetery, Rocky Mountain House. 








MOORE, OSWALD AND NELLIE — by Nellie 
Moore 

Lam the third daughter of Fred and Sara-Ann 
Hart and was born on the farm at Leslieville. T 
took my schooling at Prairie Rose and Leslieville 
Schools. I played on the softball team and 
learned to curl from an old Scotch gentleman, T. 
, Stephenson, in the old straw rink. Later Iwent 
out to work ‘and met Oswald Moore of the 








Ridgewood district. Times were hard and not 
much money, so we went together for four years. 
He bought a farm, so then we were married in 
1937, and are now semi-retired on the same farm. 
We had a celebration at our daughter and son-in- 
law's home for our 40th anniversary. This was 
held in the same yard in which we held our wed- 
ding reception. i have been a member of the 
Ridgewood W. I. for 27 years, 

We have three daughters and two sons — Mrs. 
Neal Buckley (Dorothy), who lives on Oswald's 
Dad’s farm. They have’ three children, Brian, 
Chris and Arlene. They farm six quarters in the 
district. Mrs. Eric Morphy (Audrey), they live in 
Langley, B.C. They own Birkland Kennels and 
raise and train German Shepherds which they 
import from Germany. They have no children. 
‘Mrs. Mike Cavierier (Gladys) resides in Red 
Deer. They manage the West Park Automotive 
Garage with Shell products. Mike is the coach of 
the West Park Ladies Softball team. His wife 
Gladys and their two daughters play on the 
team. They also have two younger ones, Pamela 
— eight years old and Glen — five years old. 
Edward (Ted) married Patsy Johnson and have 
two children, Allan — seven years old and Sherri 
— four years old. They farm his father-in-law’s 
four quarters and his Dad’s five quarters along 
with two that he owns, one quarter is pasture 
and so he has range cattle and feeds out many In 
the winter. Patrick is quite a lot younger than the 
rest of our children, graduated from Grade 12 
this year and took up auto body work. He works 
and lives at home, Ted and Patrick play on the 
Ridgewood Ball Team. Ted also coaches and has 
a team of young boys from 15 to 19 years of age. 
He also has four older men from Innisfail to help 
him, 





MOTTUS, ELMER. 

Elmer (Scotty) Mottus joined the armed ser- 
vices in 1941 and served for a time overseas too, 
After his discharge from the services in 1946 he 
was on the home farm for a while. Then he 
purchased the former Mr. W. Barret’s farm at 
Leslieville in 1951, where he and his family still 
farm. 

He married Miss Mae McGowan of Marker- 
ville in 1952 and has three children, Sandra born 
in 1955, Allan born in 1956, and Murray born in 
1958. They took their High School at the David 
‘Thompson High School. They are now employed 
at various jobs. 





JA, JOHN AND TECKLA. 

‘John Ulas Oja was born at Vaasa, Finland 
September 23, 1886. He came to Canada in 1909 
and worked in Montreal. Then he came west and 
worked on the C.N.R. between Rocky Mountain 
House and Nordegg and he also worked in bush 
camps. He homesteaded the NW-17-40-5-W5 in 
1909. 

He went to the United States and while there 
he met Teckla Hatula. Teckla was born in 





Lakota, North Dakota October 1, 1889. They were 
married in Butte, Montana where they lived for a 
while. Later they moved to the Rocky Mountain 
House area with their three young daughters, 
Mabel, Agnes and Violet. Then they lived on the 
homestead in the Golden Helghts district. The 
next move was to a farm in the Bingley area and 
then to the farm in the Beaver Flat district, the 
NE-12-40-6.W5. 

‘John and Teckla had 11 children, Mabel, 
Agnes and Violet born in the United States, Sadie 
and Iva born in the Golden Heights district, 
Wilbert, Howard, Melvin and Herbert born in the 
Beaver Flat district. Two children, Wesley and 
Esther, passed away at an early age. 

John farmed his quarter section well with 
heavy draft horses and he had fine cattle. 
Besides farming he operated a lumber mill and 
tie camp for a number of years. He was an ex- 
pert with a broad axe and many of his log 
buildings are still standing, some on his home 
farm and some on his son, Wilbert’s farm. Also 
he was a familiar sight at threshing time hauling 
bundles and grain with his fine team. 

John and Teckla always had a large garden in 
which they grew all their needs from bushels and 
bushels of potatoes to the ‘“‘hard-to-grow” 
vegetables such as corn, cucumbers and 
tomatoes. 

John was an ardent hunter and fisherman, 
Many times he went hunting with Sigurd Sande, 
‘Matt Latuva and Leif Skagen. He went on many 
{fishing trips to Buck Lake and Sylvan Lake with 
ld friends like Sam Sande and Alex Schroderus. 

‘Teckla was always very busy caring for her 
large family, plus preserving, pickling, canning 
and salting the meat and fish that John got on his 
hunting and fishing trips. 


= d 














John and TecklaOja family, 1968. Back row: Wilbert, Iva, Herb, 
‘Howard and Melvin. Center ow: Agnes, Mabel, Violet, and Sadie 
Seated: John and Teckla Oj. 
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One very nice change was when the family 
moved out of the old log house into their new 
home which John and his sons built with the help 
of Ed Stenback; this was in 1947. 

As the years passed the sons and daughters 
married and moved away and had families of 
thelr own. But usually every Sunday there would 
be a houseful at John and Teckla’s home where 
many cups of coffee were enjoyed and always 
there were treats for the grandchildren, 

John and Teckla’s five daughters and four 
sons 

‘Mabel married Archie Richardson and they 
have three children. (See Archie Richardson 
history.) 

Agnes married Aubrey Laycraft and they 
have four children: Warren, Marilyn and Sharon 
and a stepdaughter, Gloria. Warren married 
Lorna Hurl and they’ have three children: 

Marilyn married Warren Burnett and they 
have two sons, Ashley and Kevin, 

Sharon married Al Johnson and they have two 
children, Kyle and Shelley 

Violet married Louis Niedermoser and they 
have four children, Dale, Darlene, Dennis and 
David. Dale married Fidells Ludwig and they 
have one daughter, Annette. Darlene married 
Joe Hagen and they have three children, Debra, 
Calvin and Patricia. Dennis married Florence 
Irwin and they have two daughters, Brenda and 
‘Tara, David married Fern Turner and they have 
two daughters, Jo-Ellen and Jan, 

Sadie married Bob Hayes and they have five 
children, Kathy, Connie, Carol Robert and 
Alison. Kathy married Ken Yamchuk and they 
have three children, Jamie, and twins, Jerry and 
Lisa. Connie married Jim Martin and they have 
one son, Shayne. 

Iva married Olva Alanen and they have two 
children, Don and Lois. Don married Pamela 
‘Mcintyre. Lois married Pat Whiteside and they 
have two daughters, Sheri and Lana. 

Wilbert. 

Howard married Louise Mitchell and they 
have four children, Warren, Bryne, Cheryl and 
Darrel. Warren married Jennifer and they have 
one daughter, Juliana. 

Melvin married Alma Sande and they have 
two sons, Dwayne and Randy. 

Herbert married Iona Mathews and they have 
four children. (See Felix Mathews history.) 

John passed away January 7, 1976 in the 
Rocky Mountain House Hospital at the age of 89 
years. He was laid to rest in the Pine Grove 
Cemetery. Teckla is still residing on the home 
farm with her son, Wilbert. She enjoys fair 
health, cooks the meals and cleans the house, 
and always has the coffee pot on when visitors 
come. Teckla will be 89 in October, 1978. 











OLIVER, ARTHUR H. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur H. Oliver arrived in 
Leslieville, Alberta In the spring of 1934, from the 
drought area of southern Saskatchewan. He had 











made a land scouting trip the previous summer 
and purchased the NW 20-39-4.W5 from Mr. A. 
Dobson in Ontario, who had homesteaded this 
land some years beforehand. 

‘They drove up in a model T Ford car with 
their two daughters, Joy and Mary. Their son 
Laurence came up with a car load of settlers 
effects, and a few head of horses and cows. They 
farmed here until 1941 when they moved into 
Leslieville, their son taking over the farm, upon 
his marriage to Agnes Menzies of the district. 

‘Mr. Oliver clerked in the local hardware store 
run by Mr. Clarence Finkbeiner. He also had a 
barber shop set up in the same location for 
several years. 





‘Arthur and Pansy Olver. 


Mrs. Oliver was noted for her quilt making 
She made many that were on display in various 
places. 

Mr. Oliver enjoyed singing, reciting, and dan- 
cing and was always in the fore at social func- 
tions and gatherings. They had a family of one 
son, Laurence and three daughters — Aileen, Joy 
and Mary and elght grandchildren. 

Mr, Oliver died in 1956 at the age of 75 years 
and Mrs. Oliver died in 1968 at the age of 79 
years. 


PEEVER, C. — by Jenny (Peever) Skoven) 

In 1925, my dad Charles Peever, came to the 
North Lesiieville district from the dried out area 
of Cavendish, west of Empress, Alberta. My 
mother had died in 1923, so I was the only one to 
accompany my dad. 

I, Jenny, was born near Cobden, Ontario, on 
the family farm where my father was also born. 

For the first year that we were in the Carlos 
district we lived in a house on the SE 12, until we 
located the land to buy, the former Ambury 
homestead, SW 10-41-5-W5. 

For many years the school teachers of 
Washington Heights found a hearty weleome and 
many meals at our home. Some of the teachers 


that boarded with us were: Margaret Whiteside 
(now Mrs. Jim Nelson) Washington Heights was 
her first job in the teaching profession. Florence 
Everett, who later went to Africa as a mis. 
sionary and married Leslie Crawford. Mrs. Liz- 
zie Welton from Clive, Mr. Boyer, Miss 
Kiengersky, Lyla Fretwell, Isabelle Simpson 
(from Innisfail) Hattie Dobbs, Salme Raabis, 
Roy Wadson and Doug Sterling were others who 
stayed with us. The last teacher was Miss Adelle 
Hallman who married and is still teaching out in 
Victoria. My dad was a trustee for several years. 
He also built a cement foundation for the school 
in 1929, Mr, Paul Fizer and Ival Johnston helped 
with this project. 

‘My dad passed away in December 1940. In 
1941 I married a farmer who lived nearby, Earl 
Skoven. We were married in Rocky, and have 
continued to live on the farm here ever since. 





PEPPER, EDWARD L. 
Fate has decreed that I, Jimmie Pepper, be 
the one responsible for writing an account of the 
Pepper family, one of the early homesteaders in 
the Leslieville community. Obviously at this late 
date there are many gaps in my memory con- 
cerning the events that took place and the order 
in which they occurred. What follows is my best 
recollection of the lives of our family. 

‘My mother and father met in San Blas, 
Argentina, South America. Both of them were 
employed by an English family who had a large 
ranch and other holdings in that area. My 
mother was a governess in the family and my 
father was one of the overseers. 











‘Theres and Edward Pepper on thei wedding Day, 1900, in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 


My mother and father were married in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, circa 1900, and shortly 
after went into ranching on their own. Anita, 
Eileen and I were all born in San Blas but lived at 
the headquarters of our ranch at Punta Rouvia, 
about 20 miles from San Blas. A severe and ex- 
tended drought forced the family to sell out in 
1910 and seek a more favorable place in which to 
make a living. 

















We took off by steamship in the spring of 1910, 
Lam sure of this date, as it was the year the tail 
of Halley’s Comet was closest to the earth and we 
saw it on May 19 as we approached the Canary 
Islands off the coast of Africa. We sailed from 
Buenos Aires to Liverpool, 

the way, was my father's birthplace. From 
Liverpool we went to Ireland where Mother was 
born and raised. After a short visit Dad took off 
for Canada, “the land of milk and honey’ ac. 

cording to the pamphlets which the government 
sent out 

believe that somewhere on the long journey 
between Liverpool and Calgary my dad became 
friends with Fred Snell and they proceeded 
together to Leslieville. Why they decided on 
Leslieville I do not know but, be that as it may, 
they both filed on homesteads — dad on the NE’ 
18-40-4-W5 and Fred Snell just across the road to 
the west 

Mother, Anita, Eileen and yours truly 
remained in Ireland until sometime in 1911. it 
Was during this period that Maureen was born. 
Following this event “Nummie,” (Mother) 
‘Maureen and I took off for Leslieville, leaving 
Anita and Eileen in a convent school in Sligo 
where two of our aunts, Mother's sisters, were 
nuns. 

We sailed from Liverpool in the steamship 
Corsica and landed in Montreal. We proceeded 
by train from there to Red Deer and then by 
stagecoach to Leslieville. I distinctly remember 
the trip from Red Deer. It took us two days and It 
rained almost the entire distance. Between the 
mud and the mosquitoes who could ever forget 
that trip? 

Leslieville, as I remember it, consisted then 
of a store and a post office run by Mr. Campbell 
and his son-in-law, Archie McKinnon. There was 
also a small log church built by the Reillys (who 
were among the earliest homesteaders of the 
community) and by many other settlers in a 
cooperative effort. The old store was on the north 
side of the present railroad tracks. During that 
first summer I remember watching the railroad 
grading crew working on the flats east of the 
store. It must have been the following summer 
that the first train went through. 

After landing in Leslieville, one of the 
neighbors took us and our few belongings out to 
the old Ed Denham place which was located 
between the Percy Leathers’ and Henry Collins’ 
homesteads. Since money was a very scarce 
item in those days, Dad soon left us there and 
went job hunting. “‘Nummie”, as she was now 
known to practically everyone, Maureen and I 
lived as best we could, like all homesteaders of 
that time, on what few groceries we could afford 
plus some wild rabbits and an occasional par- 
tridge which I managed to get with my 22 rifle. 
Game laws were almost nonexistent in those 
days, although we were all aware that Tom Hart, 
who ‘lived south of Leslieville, was a game 
warden and was not averse to doing his duty. We 
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always knew when he was on the prowl though, 
and confined our meat to rabbits until the signal 
went up that the coast was clear at which time 
partridges could be on the menu again. 

Dad came home that first winter after work- 
ing on the bridge crew that constructed the 
railroad bridge over the Athabasca River in the 
Yellowhead Pass near Jasper. We then all 
moved down into Ed Dekker’s old shack which 
was Just across the line from where we built our 
first log house on the homestead. Dad and I 
worked on the house all winter in spite of cold, 
snow and blizzards. When spring came we 
moved into the house such as it was. Dad again 
took off to work and I began clearing some land 
on the homestead. The next year dad acquired a 
team of horses which helped to clear the land and 
break up some sod. Sometime during the first 
summer we acquired a pony which I was able to 
ride the five miles to Leslieville for the mail and 
groceries and to haul Maureen around when we 
went places, 

We spent the years of 1912 and 1913 on the 
homestead. Talk about the cold! No words could 
ever describe what it was like those two years. 
Only the old-timers would believe me anyway, 
Our nearest neighbors who lived there all the 
year around were the Leathers and the 
Delaneys. The Snelis, the Dekkers, Harry 
Longstaff and some others whose names I cannot 
recall lived on their homesteads during the 
summer months and went to work in various 
parts of the country during the winters. 

In the summer of 1914 just before war broke 
out Anita and Eileen joined us on the homestead, 
bringing the whole Pepper family together for 
the first time. It was about this time that Dad 
and Nummie became active in helping to set up a 
School district. After much legwork carrying 
around the petitions and many meetings, the 
Blueberry Valley School District was finally 
formed. it was named for the creek of that name, 
‘but who named the creek I do not know. The 
school first opened in 1915, I believe. Nummie 
served as secretary-treasurer of the school dis- 
trict for many years, a job she thoroughly en- 
joyed. 

‘The first teacher was a kindly old gentleman 
who had one peg leg — hence the nickname 
Peg Leg McDonald was soon adopted and used 
everywhere except within his hearing. Other 
teachers we had were Mrs. Ludwig, Mr. Ludwig 
and Violet Godkin, Some of the first students 
were Dooney and Verna Lampl, Timy, Koski and 
Chellis Carpenter, Milton Dirsien, Sylvia 
Orchard, Ingrid and Martin Delaney and the four 
of us, While it was a simple country school, as 1 
look back on it I feel that it offered a remarkable 
education for the times. 

In our own family we all liked books although 
we had very few of them. Nummie was constant: 
ly reciting poetry so we learned many exciting 
and Interesting poems. Even now I can 














remember many of them but not in their entire- 
ty. 

In spite of the hard times, the lack of decent 
transportation and the awful roads, we all 
managed to get around and maintain contact 
with each other within the community. Picnics, 
dances, box socials, berry-picking safaris, etc., 
were all part of the community life of those days. 
Nobody had any money to spare but we all 
managed to have fun without It. 

Dances were the most popular. Ludwig 
Huseby from up Rimbey way played his fiddle 
for most of them. On occasion George Thompson 
‘would supply the fiddling and his brother Charlie 
chorded on an old organ belonging to the school. 
‘These dances often lasted until dawn. 

Following World War Ibaseball became quite 
the pastime. George Cummerford and Percy 
McGill were considered the stars of the game. 
‘The first game I remember seeing was pitched 
by Harry Cummerfora. 

Speaking of the Cummerfords, our earliest 
medical needs were taken care of by a 
veterinarian, Doc Cummerford as he was known 
by everyone, Between administering to those 
with severe frostbites, colds, whooping cough, 
measles, or other ailments and taking care of a 
severe outbreak of swamp fever among horses, 
he had little time left to run his farm. 

In 1915 a young student of medicine and 
theology from Scotland by the name of Bob 
‘MecCullum arrived in Leslieville. For many 
years — in fact until Dr. Backus came to 
Eckville — our beloved Bob took care of all our 
medical and spiritual needs. Since he was an 
avid reader as well as a homespun philosopher 
he was also the intellectual leader of our com 
munity. T count him among the top scholars I 
have known, 

Tn addition to these two men there were 
numerous characters in the Leslieville com- 
munity who contributed much to the enrichment 
of our lives, each in his own way. Chief among 
these were George Cummertord, who was not 
only the world’s authority on baseball but on any 
other subject you might wish to discuss, and Per- 
cy McGill, a great mimic. His favorite targets 
were the older ladies in the community who had 
lost thelr teeth or those who were attending a 
W.C.T.U. meeting. 

Sam Gormley, the “wild Irishman,” was 
another character. He loved to recite poetry and 
would do so at the drop of the hat, his favorite 
poem being ‘The Battle of Killiecrankie."” 

Johnny Gore with his love-life problems, Mac 
‘Tavish with his amusing anecdotes and sayings 
and little Al Spears with his tremendous voice 
with which he could harangue the entire 
Leslieville population without benefit of any 
sound system all added spice to life in 
Leslieville. Three younger generation girls, 
Margaret McKinnon, Eileen and Maureen, were 
not far behind the above characters in dramatiz- 
ing the humorous personalities in the com- 
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munities, There was no dearth of mimics in 
Leslieville, 

About 1920 we bought Harold Snell's old place 
three and a half miles north of Leslieville. We 
built a log house on it, moved in and the Job of 
clearing land and breaking up sod started all 
over again. 

Shortly after this we bought an old 1914 Model 
‘T Ford. Between working on the engine which 
burned two quarts of oll with every gallon of gas, 
adjusting the clutch and brake bands, replacing 
the differential which was forever stripping 
gears, and patching blowouts, I spent more time 
working on it than I did riding in it. No words can 
express the grief that went with all this. Maureen 
did a good job of driving it except on occasion 
when she had trouble stopping it to open a gate. 
The result was simple: she just took the gate 
right along with her. 

Shortly after this last move of ours a new 
combined grade and high school was built in 
Leslieville. Elleen and Maureen finished their 
schooling there. One of the first teachers in the 
new school was Ray Salt. That added much spice 
to the community. 

Now for a final brief account of what 
happened to the members of the Pepper family 
thereafter. Dad worked on a bridge crew on the 
CNR for many years, returning to the farm in 
1928, He passed away in 1931 and is buried in the 
Leslieville Cemetery. 

‘Nummie and Maureen continued to live on 
the farm for a number of years, after which they 
moved into a small house just east of the Com- 
munity Hall in Leslieville. Nummie spent the 
last years of her life in a rest home. She died in 
1956 and is buried in the Leslieville Cemetery 
beside my dad. 

‘Anita stayed with us on the homestead until 
1917 or 1918. She then went to New York City 
where she received her R.N. diploma from one of 
the city hospitals. She continued her nursing 
career for several years before marrying Arthur 
Ross who was employed in the head office of the 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 
‘They had two children, Jimmie and Dick. The 
latter is deceased. Anita is now widowed and 
lives near Clearwater, Florida. 

‘Her son Jimmie received his B.Sc. degree in 
Chemical Engineering from the Brooklyn 
Polytechnic Institute, his M.Sc. degree from 
‘Montana State University, and his Ph.D. from 
Northwestern University. He is married to the 
former Lucille Viet of New York City and they 
have seven children, Presently they are living in 
Naperville, a suburb of Chicago, where he is 
employed by a large chemical company. 

After completing high school, Eileen joined 
Anita in New York City and received her R.N. 
diploma from the same hospital as did Anita. She 
too continued her career for several years before 
she married Gus Runge, an Engineer graduate 
of the University of Alberta. They lived in 
several mining communities in Ontario before 










Gus accepted a teaching assignment at a college 
in Kitchener, Ontario. After he passed away in 
the early 1960°s Eileen accepted a position as 
supervisor of nurses in a Kitchener hospital. She 
retired from that position about three years ago 
and has been spending her time between Florida 
and Kitchener. The Runges had two sons, Ted 
and Lorne, both of whom live in the United 
States, 

Ted received his B.C. degree from McGill 
University and his M.B.A. from Toronto Univer- 
sity, He married the former Eleanor O’Mara of 
St. Catherine’s, Ontario. They live in Rochester, 
New York, with their three children. Ted is 
employed by Xerox Corporation. 

Lorne received his B.Sc. and M.D. degrees 
trom McGill University. He is married to the 
former Ellen Fitzpatrick of Boston. They live in 
Syracuse, New York, with their four children, 
where Lorne is assistant professor at Upstate 
Medical College. 

‘Maureen worked part of the time for Bob 
McCallum in the Leslieville Post Office, a job she 
held for several years, and she was the last of the 
three Pepper girls to ieave Leslieville. Maureen 
spent much of the World War II years working in 
Prince Rupert, B.C. Then she joined the Depart- 
ment of External Affairs of the Canadian 
Government. In the years following she was 
posted in such places as The Hague, Holland; 
Beirut, Lebanon; Moscow, U.S.S.R.; and 
Pretoria, South Africa. She made many friends 
while in the Foreign Service and travelled exten- 
sively. She has now retired and is living with a 
widow friend in South Africa. 

Now for myself. After graduating from South 
Calgary High School, I attended the University 
of Alberta, receiving my B.Sc. degree in 1931. 
‘The next year I attended Montana State Univer- 
sity, receiving my M.Sc. degree from there. 
Upon graduation I joined the faculty of Zoology 
and Entomology Department. In the next few 
years by taking occasional leave to attend the 
University of Minnesota, I completed work for 
my doctorate degree and was granted my Ph.D. 
degree in 1942. In 1947 I was appointed head of 
the Department of Zoology and Entomology at 
Montana State University in Bozeman and State 
Entomologist. 

My wife, the former Ruth Staples whom I 
married in 1934, and have a son Jimmle and a 
daughter Jill. 

Since [ retired in 1973, Ruth and I continue to 
make our home here in Bozeman. 

Jimmie received his B.Sc. degree in Architec- 
ture from Montana State University and his 
‘Master’s degree in Environmental Science from 
the University of California at Berkeley. He now 
lives in Santa Cruz, California, where he is 
associate professor at the University. 

Jill received her B.Sc. from Montana State 
University. She is married to Major Philip W. 
Nuber of Bozeman. They have two children and 
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are now stationed in Tucson Arizona, where he is 
a pilot in the U.S. Air Force. 


PETER PIDHIRNEY FAMILY 

In April, 1947 we and our family of three 
moved from the farming community of 
Hemaruka, Alberta, to the former A. D. Richard- 
son farm which was situated directly east of the 
hamlet of Leslieville. 

‘That fall our eldest daughter, Elaine, started 
school in the hamlet. At that time the twins, Max- 
ine and Mervyn were two and one-half years old, 
The following year, 1948, Beverley was born, 
Dale, Wayne and Brian were later additions to 
our family. 

Presently Elaine Rudyk and family live in 
Edmonton where she is employed in a bank. 
‘Maxine McColman is a school secretary in 
Spruce Grove, while her twin brother, Mervyn, 
has a trucking business in Rocky Mountain 
House. Beverley is now in London, England, 
after having spent five and one-half years in 
Australia, one-half year In New Zealand and two 
years in Johannesburg, South Africa. Dale is 
‘engaged in the construction business at Medicine 
Hat, while Wayne is doing apprenticeship train- 
ing ‘in the auto body field. Brian now 16 is in 
grade eleven at David Thompson High School. 





REID FAMILY 

1n 1906 the Reld brothers eame to the Golden 
Heights area, Two sisters and thelr mother 
arrived in March 1907. 

GEORGE P. REID homesteaded SW 22-40-5- 
W5. He later lived at Joftre 

‘M. L. REID (Amus) homesteaded NW 23-4065 
Ws after it was cancelled by Tinkham, also 
homesteaded the John McLeod quarter. Amus 
later lived at Edmonton. 

W. H. REID (Willy) homesteaded NW 22-40.5- 
WS. He was killed at Vimy Ridge. 

JOHN REID homesteaded NE 32-40-5-W5 and 
SW 15-40-5-W5, 

‘MRS. ANN REID — mother of the Reld boys, 
and widowed, was the first woman to file on land 
in the Leslieville district in 1907. She proved up in 
1911, but owing to ill health had to leave in 1912 
tor a lower altitude. Mrs. Reld’s home was a 
favorite stopping place for the early settlers and 
half way house to the lumber camps. She loved 
Leslieville and up to her death never lost interest 
In her “farm” 

Her two daughters were, Edith and Annie, 
Edith went fo live in Scotland, Annie married 
Fred Kirsch, who homesteaded nearby and even- 
tually retired to Red Deer. Annie's son, Bill, 
taught school at Leafland, Golden Heights and 
Rocky Mountain House. 


REIGHLEY, BENEDICT JOSEPH 

Ben Reighley moved to his farm at Leslieville 
in 1929, having previously lived at Happy Hill. He 
first bought NW 25-39-5-W5 from Mr. Cap Card, 
and later purchased the adjoining quarter to the 








east. Until 1931 he lived alone, keeping up both 
his Leslieville farm and the original family 
home, In that year Mrs. Reighley also moved to 
Leslieville. Two daughter, Babe and Drexel 
moved with her at that time, 

Tt was the usual mixed farming operation, 
with cattle and grain, that he carried on. Like 
every farmer of the time he had his favorite 
team, Nigger and Queen, of which he was very 
fond. 





Mr. Ben Reighley wih team, Nigger and Quees. 


In 1933 his son Stephen was married and came 
to live on NW 26-30-5-W5. At first father and son 
worked together. 

In 1944 he soid his farm and moved to Red 
Deer, where he lived until his death in 1946. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Reighley raised a family of 
seven daughters and one son, Stephen. Of the 
daughters, only Babe and Drexel ever lived in 
Leslieville, None of the family remains in the dis- 
trict at present. 


REIGHLEY, STEPHEN 

‘Stephen Reighley was born in Farber, 
Missouri, At the age of one year, he came to 
Canada with his parents, settling in the Happy 
Hill district 

He farmed with his father till 1929, and then 
rented the home place from his father till March, 
1933, at which time he moved to a farm ai 
Leslieville. In 1933, he married Ella Budvarson, 
who had worked as a hairdresser in Calgary. In 
1945, he purchased the original home farm at 
Happy Hill 

Tn 1962, he sold the farm to Donald Campbell, 
and moved to Red Deer, where they have since 
made their home. He is now empioyed by the 
Alberta Hail Board. 





Stephen and Ella Reighley with son, Ronnie and daughter 
Joanne 


‘They have two children. Ronald completed a 
three-year course in psychiatric nursing, re- 
ceived his R.N. in Calgary and later attended 
McGill University, where he was awarded a 
Bachelor's degree, and later his Master's degree 
in nursing. At present he is co-ordinator of the 
Department of Psychiatry at the Calgary 
General Hospital. 

Jo-Anne took a secretarial course and worked 
at the Parsons Clinic. She married Arthur Jar- 
vis, and they have three children, Trena, Darcy, 
and Trudy. 


MR. AND MRS. JOHN REILLY FAMILY — 
by Mattie L. Martin 

Tt was in the spring of 1903 that Mr. Reilly was 
approached about coming to Alberta, which, at 
that time was known as the North West 
Territories. 

After giving the matter much thought it was 
decided to come to the Indian Industrial school at 
Red Deer where a position as carpenter instruc- 
tor was waiting for him. So, on August 27, 1903, 
the parents with six of their children boarded the 
train at Toronto for the trip west. 

It was not much pleasure sitting on those 
hard, wooden seats for nearly five days but quite 
an experience for the younger ones who had 
never been on a train. 

Tt had rained most of the summer in the west 
and another experience was to climb on to a 
democrat drawn by a team of big horses through 
mud up to their knees over the three miles from 














the town of Red Deer to the school. However, we 
arrived safely and settled down there for two 
years. By this time we were getting used to the 
‘climate and the ways of the people of this coun- 

try. 

‘Then a notion to go farming was formed so 
Mr. Rellly and his son Leslie started out to look 
for suitable land. After driving east in the Con- 
tant, Buffalo Lake and Red Willow country they 
did not find anything that suited them so they 
headed west of Red Deer where they found 
something more to their liking, which was in the 
township 39, west of the 5th meridian. At that 
time only Mr. Johnny Campbell lived west till 
you came to the Clearwater where two bachelors 
by the name of Fletcher were living. In March, 
1905, our two men went out and built a little 
shack on the place. Going back to Red Deer in a 
few days they had to walk nearly all the way as 
the snow had nearly all gone and it was all the 
horses could do to pull the empty cutter. In the 
meantime, horses and wagon and cows, ete. had 
been purchased so on March 11, the family and 
some of their effects were loaded into the wagon 
and started out for thelr new home. We arrived 
later that day at the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. R. 
Thompson where we stayed for the night, con- 
tinuing on down one mile farther in the morning 
to our new home. We didn’t think much of it at 
that time, but as time went on we were happy in 
our work, clearing the land, milking the cows, 
hauling wood, etc., we learned to love the farm. 

May I digress here for a moment to pay 
tribute to those good neighbours the Thompsons 
and George Baileys, who were the only 
neighbours we had for over a year and who were 
always good friends. We had nice times together. 

In 1906, (we squatted on the land for one year) 
the land’ west of us was thrown open for 
homesteading and soon there were lots of 
neighbours, mostly bachelors, but soon several 
families came too and the country was full of 
people. There were no schools so the younger 
ones had to be taught at home for two years. In 
1906 Mr. Reilly got the contract to build the first 
‘school at Old Eckville, then in 1907, to build the 
Prairie Rose school to which our young folks 
went. The first teacher was Mr. Fred Dobson, a 
nephew of Mrs. John McNeil; the next was a 
young lady from Ontario; Miss Dora Forsyth, 
then Miss Annie Patterson who later became 
Mrs. Frank Holt, who is still living in Red Deer 
after teaching there for many years. At this time 
she is living at Valley Park Manor at the age of 
nine-two years. 

In 1906 Mr, Edmond Bureau came and built a 
big house — part of which was used as a store 
and Post Office, the mail being hauled from 
Eckville by Mr. August Koski. A suitable name 
had to be found for the post office and several 
names were suggested, but it was Mr. Bureau 
who finally settled this. He wanted a name with a 
“ville” in it so sent in the name Leslieville and it 
was then accepted by the government. 








For a few years church services were held in 
Rellly’s house and people from near and far 
came to the services that were conducted by 
students from different denominations. The first 
one was R. E. Harkness, a Baptist who rode all 
the way from Burnt Lake on horseback; followed 
by Donald Kennedy, then Anglican, Methodist, 
Presbyterian and even the Priest, each taking 
their turn until in 1908 the log church was built on 
the corner of Mr. Bureau's land which he gave as 
assite for it. Mrs. John Reilly was the Superinten- 
dent of the Sunday School for over twenty years 
and always a great worker in the church. Mrs. 
Reilly was also always interested in the work of 
the church and was also a life member of the 
W.C.T.U. 

John Retlly was born at Morin Flats (now 
called Morin Heights) about sixty miles north of 
Montreal, April 27, 1857 — and passed away 
December 26, 1928 at Leslieville. 

Martha Jane (Cameron) Reilly was born 
December 2, 1857 and passed away May 14, 1926, 
‘They are both buried in the Leslieville Cemetery 
which is on the corner of their land. 

Their family were all born in Toronto, On- 
tario, where they lived when they were first 

John Archibald Clark; born September 10, 
1881, passed away in 1954 at Victoria, British 
Columbia. 

Leslie Howard, born December 27, 1885, 
passed away at Edmonton, on July 12, 1965. 
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‘The Rely gis, let to right: Gere, Mate, Mebel, and Bertha 


Martha Lillian (Mattie) born on June 13, 1891, 
and still resides in Red Deer, Alberta. 

Mabel Adelaide, born May 3, 1891, passed 
away May 10, 1940, 
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Bertha Alice, born April 9, 1895, passed away 
October 7, 1977. 

Victor Leonard, born May 24, 1897, residing at 
Kelowna, B.C. 

Gertrude Elizabeth, born July 25, 1899, 
residing at Penticton, B.C. 

Clark became 'a Methodist minister 
preaching in Montreal and later in Ottawa where 
he and his wife lived for many years. They had 
one son who was medical doctor, he died very 
suddenly a few years ago in Victoria, B.C. 

Leslie Howard married Miss Irene Hardisty 
in Edmonton. They had one son and one 
daughter. 

Mattie was married to Angus Martin, they 
were the parents of eight children — seven are 
still living. 

‘Mabel was married to Robert Aikins and had 
no family. 

Bertha was married to Robert McCallum and 
had one daughter. 

Victor was married to Myrtle Weaver in 
Jasper and they have two sons. 

Gertle Is married to Robert Shaw, residing 
now at Penticton, B.C., no children. 

‘Much more could be said about this family, 
their work, their talents, their responsibilities 
through the years, Even though In our later 
years we all went our separate ways, we 
remember with pleasure and kindness the days 
we spent on the farm with our parents at 
Leslieville, Alberta. 


RAY AND OLIVE RICHARDSON — by Olive 
Richardson 

Ray Richardson lived in the Leslieville area, 
then, in 1940, he brought his wife Olive, and his 
family of nine children to live on the former 
Panrucker quarter NE 1-42-5-W5. Here we raised 
black Angus cattle for three years, before rent- 
ing the Arthur Robb quarter and moving there, 
where we lived for two more years. 

Ray was always interested in horses, cattle, 
and rodeos. He had a palomino pony, and the 
children had two part shetlands, which they rode 
to the Aurora school. We always had an assort- 
ment of other ponies for riding, too. Ray accom- 
panied his friend, Ray McBride on a cattle drive 
from this area to Cochrane in 1944. He was active 
in organizing and working at the local rodeos 
here, 

Between 1924 and 1944 we had a family of 11 
children: Henry, Hilda, Mark, Pearl, Bill, 
Laura, Evelyn, Vera, Percy, Marie and Merle. 
Henry joined the army in 1940 or 1941. He now 
lives with his family in Vancouver. Laura 
married Grant Paynter and lives in Vancouver 
also, 

Hilda married Paul Heringer and lives in 
Kamloops. Mark is single, and Marie is married, 
and both of them make their homes in Kamloops, 
too. 

Vera is married and lives in Toronto. Percy 
and Merle both live in Ottawa. 








Pearl and Bill both died in separate car ac- 
cidents. Both were married and had families. 
Evie, also married, passed away in Edmonton. 
We have 23 grandchildren and several great- 
grandchildren. 

In 1945 we had a farm sale at Carlos, and we 
moved our family to Falkland, B.C., where Ray 
continued working on ranches until he retired, 
We then came to live in Kamloops, B.C. 

On September 19, 1972 we celebrated our 
soth wedding anniversary. Ray passed away 
June 5, 1974. I am continuing to live in Kamloops. 





RICHARDSON, ROY FAMILY 
Wallace Roy Richardson was born in 
Leslieville on May 3, 1934, the only son of Archie 
and Mabel Richardson, on their farm home 
which Is now the farm of Peter Pidhirney 

He went to school in Leslieville and following 
his school years he went to work as a catskinner 
where he was employed all over Alberta in the 
road and oil construction fields. He owned his 
own cats for many years and was employed by 
the Government of Alberta. 

In April, 1960, he was married to Barbara 
Lydia Jones also of Leslieville, the only daughter 
of Paul and Lillian Jones. On April 8, 1961, their 
only son Archie was born in Rocky Mountain 
House and on March 12, 1964, their chosen 
daughter Paula Lydia was born. 

Following their marriage Roy was employed 
In the Peace River area for several months in 
road construction. Following the birth of their 
son Archie, they took up permanent residence in 
Leslieville, where they resided in their trailer on 
the farm of Roy's parents north of town. 

In 1969 Roy sold his machinery and was then 
employed with the MeMeekin Construction Com- 
pany as foreman until 1974. In April 1971, they 
purchased a home in Leslieville which originally 
had been the Bill Davidson home. 

Roy was an active member of the Lochearn 
Masonic Lodge in Rocky Mountain House, a 
member of the Leslieville Elks, the Leslieville 
Curling Club, the Community Hall Board and the 
Leslieville Fire Department. 

Barbara was a member of the Leslieville 
Order of the Royal Purple, the Curling Club, and 
the Group Committee for Cubs and Scouts of 
which she was the chairman for two years. 

Roy was killed in a motor vehicle accident on 
December 18, 1974, and was laid to rest in the 
Leslieville Cemetery. 

Barbara was born in Lethbridge, Alberta, 
spending her early years in Wrentham and later 
moving to Calgary where she took all of her 
schooling. Following high school she went to 
business college and has been employed in the 
secretarial field for many years. She moved to 
Leslieville in 1954 and resided there until moving 
to Portland, Oregon, for two years. 

In 1967, she went back to work as the school 
secretary at David Thompson High School and 
was employed there until June 1976, when she 

















became the secretary for the Superintendent of 
Schools in Rocky Mountain House. 

At the present time their son Archie is atten. 
ding David Thompson High School and is com 
pleting Grade 11. Archie is a member of the 
Senior Boys’ Basketball team, and is very in 
terested in all sports and in restoring antique 
engines with his maternal grandfather Paul 
Jones. Paula is also attending David Thompson 
High School and is completing her Grade 9. She 
is very interested in all sports and is very 
musical. 


‘THE WILLIAM AND LAURA RICHARDSON 
FAMILY — by Vivian Kult 

William Wallace Richardson came to 
Leslieville in 1915, being transferred from Joffre. 
He was a pumpman for the C.N.R. Archie, the 
youngest son, then 13 years old, came with him. 
They bought S\4 25-39°5-W5, this being raw land 
which they had to clear and break. 

Mrs. Richardson and the rest of the family 
came in 1918. They lived in the village of 
Leslieville until 1926, at which time they moved 
to the farm. This was their home until Mrs. 
Richardson passed away in 1932 and Mr. 
Richardson in 1940. There were eight children in 
their family, 

Wallace was the oldest child. He worked on a 
survey crew in 1900 in the Eckviile area. He later 
was married, and he and his wife, Ida, left 
Canada and went to Washington, in the U.S.A. in 
1922. They had no children, and'both have since 
passed away. 

Gertrude married Joe Raven of Lacombe. 
‘They had four children. Frank lives in 
Blackfalds, Bertha Peterson lives in Fort 
Saskatchewan, Gordon lives in Victoria and 
Charles is deceased. 

Dora married Jake Morden of Prentice. Dora 
and Gertrude had a double wedding in 1902. Dora 
and Jake had four children, three of whom are 
deceased. Jack lives in Calgary. 

Bertha married Arthur White of Montana. 
They later moved to Washington, in the U.S.A. 
Both are now deceased. They had five children, 
two of whom are deceased. Elsie, Irene and Vera 
all live In Washington. 

Mary married Roy Barton from British 
Columbia. He and their oldest daughter died of 
influenza, and one son, Lloyd, died at Leslieville. 
‘Two daughters, Amy Bardwell and Vivian 
‘Miller, live in Calgary. Mary married Fred 
‘MeNeil of Leslieville and both are now deceased. 

Raye married Olive Hopkins of Leslieville. 
‘They had 11 children, three of whom are 
deceased. Raye passed away in 1973 in 
Kamloops, where Olive still lives. Vera lives in 
Edmonton and Henry, Hilda, Mark, Percy, 
Laura, Merle and Maude are all in British 
Columbia. 

Maude married Sterling McLeod in 1920. 
‘They lived here for four years then went to 
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Oregon, U.S.A., where they still reside. They 
have five children, all residing in Oregon. 

‘Archie married Mabel Oja in 1928. They lived 
on the original homestead until 1946, when 
Archie sold the homestead and bought the 
Goalkin homestead, $3 140.5.W5, which he had 
been farming for tivo years. In 1948 Archie sold 
this land to his son-inlaw, Willlam Kult, and 
built the hotel in Leslievite. The hotel was 
opened in 1949 and he and Mabel owned and 
operated it until 1962, when he sold it to Shirley 
James, from Ontario. 

Arehie then bought the Dr. Patrick Cummer- 
ford homestead where Archie and Mabel retired 
and still live. 

Archie and Mabel had three children, two of 
whom were born on the farm — Vivian’ in 1928 
and Roy in 1934. Joy was born at the home of a 
mid.wife, Mrs. Henderson, in the area in 1935. 

All three children received their education at 
the Leslieville school until they reached grade 
ten. Vivian then went to Calgary for grades 11 
and 12. She also worked for T. Eaton's of Canada 
there for a time. She returned in May, 1847 to the 
farm and married Willlam Kult of Hespero on 
December 1 of that year. They resided with 
William's mother, Mrs. Caroline Kult, for two 
years before moving to their farm at Leslie 
ville, where they still live. Vivian’s school 
teacher was Miss Cecily Baker, who began 
teaching the year Vivian began In grade one and 
left teaching, as Mrs. Chandler, the year that Vi 
vian went from grade six to seven. This required 
a change of rooms in the school. Mr. William 
Kirch was a teacher for two years and the rest of 
her time in Leslieville she was taught by Mr. 
Edgar Nelson, whose wife was teaching in the 
junior room. 

William ‘and Vivian have four children. 
Marlene Malcolm, of Markerville, was born in 
Eckville in October, 1948, Myrna Ross was born 
in Eckville in September, 1950, and now lives in 
Whitecourt, Alberta. 

Douglas was born in Eekville on January 16, 
1953.and he resides at home. 

Marie Cannaday was born on January 28, 
1954, with Dr. Gibson in charge. The other 
children were all born with Dr. Coppock in atten: 
dance. Marie resides on the home farm with her 
husband and two daughters, Marlene and Myr- 
na, both of whom have a son and a daughter. 

"The four children of William and Vivian all re- 
ceived their junior and senior education at 
Leslieville and David Thompson schools. 

Roy received all his education in Leslieville, 
both junior and senior. He married Barbara 
Jones in 1960, They resided in several places, but 
finally bought an acreage on the original 
Richardson homestead. Their two children are 
Archie, born in 1961 and Paula, born in 1963. 
‘They are both in school at David ‘thompson High 
School 

Roy was killed in a tratfie accident in 























December of 1974. Barbara lives on the home 
place with the children. 

Joy married Lester Fontana in 1957 and also 
they have an acreage on the original homestead, 
‘They have two children. Debra was born in Red 
Deer. She attended school at Leslieville and 
David Thompson schools. 

John was born in Rocky Mountain House in 
1966. He {s attending school in Leslieville. 

‘The mode of travel in the area when the 
Richardson family came was horse and buggy or 
saddle horse. Archie bought his first car in 192: 
He brought the first gas powered tractor into the 
district in 1920. He and Raye hauled ties at 
Nordegg on the ice road until 1928, when trucks 
moved in. They hauled with men from Eckville, 
Sylvan Lake, Benalto, Lacombe and many more 
places. Archie and Raye grew up breaking range 
brones for friends and neighbors. Archie also ran 
a custom threshing crew until the year 1946. He 
is now 74 years old, and is at present breaking a 
saddle pony for himself. He used to raise 
purebred Aberdeen-Angus cattle until 1946, but is 
now raising Murrey-Grey cattle. 


RODGERS, JAMES R. — by Harry Rodgers 
Farewell to Derbyshire 

James R. Rodgers ventured to Canada 
through the influence of a letter from his 
nephew, William Rodgers, who had 
homesteaded on NW % 35-39-6-W5, advising his 
uncle Jim to come to Canada’and take a 
homestead on SE ¥%4 35-39-6-W5. 

So Jim left Derbyshire, England, in the spring 
of 1911. 

He ‘landed at Halifax, Nova Scotia and 
travelled by train to Penhold, Alberta, where he 
arrived with only S17. He did farm work in that 
district as well as build his shack on the 
homestead. In the spring of 1912 he was joined by 
his wife, Louisa Jane and two daughters, Cecilia 
age nine and May, one and one half years. They 
made their home on the homestead one part of 
the year and went with him to Penhold the other 
part of the year where he worked. The next few 
years they acquired some livestock which Mrs. 
Rodgers and family took care of while Jim 
worked out In the winter in both Cap Card’s Saw- 
mill and Daniel McGrandie’s Sawmill. Later he 
worked as a teamster in the winter for several 
years at the Brazeau Collieries now called 
Nordegg. He walked from his homestead to 
Penhold numerous times. 

‘Then in 1914 a son, Harry, and in 1916 a 
daughter, Ida, were additions to the fami 

They recall making numerous trips between 
the homestead and Penhold with team and 
wagon, fording the Medicine and Horseguard 
Rivers and going as far as Evarts, for seed 
grain. As the years went by and the livestock in- 
creased he cleared the land with axe and broke it 
with horses. For years there were not any 
markets in the country. If you had any hogs or 
beet you dressed them’ and sold them to cafes 
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and hotels. The feed was sold to people who had a 
cow and a team of horses In Rocky Mountain 
House. This took place all through the 1920's. Son 
Harry recalls hauling with two outfits at 
temperatures of fifty below zero. 

Mr. Rodgers purchased most of his 
machinery from Stewart Brothers of Penhold, 
and in 194 he purchased a new Deering Binder. 
Harry started mowing hay with a team and 
mower at the age of nine. In one case he hit a 
stump and the team broke the eveners and neck 
yoke and he went at least thirty feet before he got 
the horses stopped. Then two years later he took 
to running the binder and has never missed a 
year of haying since. 

‘The family all attended the Beaver Flat 
School, which had been built in 1909 of hewed 
logs; Iater a new school was built in 1925. We 
often speak of the furnace being capable of freez- 
ing out rats. The cold air was vented outside, 
maybe to warm up Alberta. The family walked 
to school In the early days and later rode 
horseback. The district had hundreds of sharp- 
tailed grouse. 

In 1923 Cecil was united in marriage to Axel 
Hogberg who farmed in the Leslieville district, 
‘They made their home there until his passing. 

In 1924 Mr. Rodgers quit working out and 
devoted his full time to the farm, which included 
milking cows and raising hogs. We used to meet 
the train at Codner to ship the cream to the Alix 
creamery. Harry recalls, around 1925, the 
Leslieville School Fair, to which he took a calf 
and won first prize which was $3. 

In 1928 they replaced the old homestead shack 
with a new home. He also purchased a quarter of 
land NE 27-39-6-W5 from Stanley Wilson who was 
well known as secretary of the Beaver Flat 
School for many years. He purchased his first 
car “The Biskow’, but there were no roads to 
run It on, In 1929 he had the Mason boys namely 
Chet and Noel, clear and break thirty-five acres, 
‘That year was very dry with poor hay and grain 
crops and not enough snow to sleigh all winter. 

‘Then came the thirties and the Rodgers’ 
livestock was increasing. So they purchased NE 
35.39-6-W5 from the Soldiers’ Settlement Board 
for son Harry, this quarter being Bert Hilbert’s 
homestead. in those days if you proved up your 
first homestead before 1925 you were entitled toa 
second homestead so he took the opportunity and 
filed on the NE 26-39-6-¥ 

Harry recalls breaking up on NE 35-39-6-W5 
sixty acres with four horses and sulky breaking 
plow in 1930. In the winter they cut logs and 
hauled them to a sawmill to have them sawed 
into lumber for use on the farm. We also cut and 
sold mine props to bring in a few dollars. Mrs. 
Rodgers filed on a homestead SE 3-40-6-W5 in 
1931, 

In the spring of 1932 at an auction sale of John 
Kemila's at Eckville, Alberta they bought a 
team of Belgian mares for $50 and got five per 
cent discount for paying cash. In 1935 they 























bought a Model A Ford, and in 1936 purchased 
the first tractor and machinery which he used to 
break up land. This increased the feed supply. 

In 1935, daughter May decided to try her hand 
at working out. She worked in Calgary, Edmon- 
ton, and in Red Deer until 1941 when’ she was 
united in marriage to Charlie Brown who pur- 
chased a welding and blacksmith shop at 
Markerville, where they made their home until 
this time. 

In 1943 son Harry purchased NE 34-39-6-W5. 
By this time the Rodgers livestock had in- 
creased, their farming had increased and in 1946 
they purchased thelr threshing machine and 
that's when son Harry decided to go into 
registered cattle, In 1948, Harry purchased SW 
35-39.6-W5 and his first rubber tired tractor. 

‘Mr. Rodgers took great pleasure in looking 
after the garden and after seeding spent a lot of 
his time with the vegetables and flowers. Mrs. 
Rodgers and daughter Ida through the years 
were active in taking care of the house, picking 
berries, cooking, raising chickens and turkeys, 
and made many trips to town with team and 
democrat to deliver the cream and bring home 
groceries and mail. Sadness came in December 
of 1948 when Mrs. Rodgers lost her life in an acci- 
dent on Highway 11 near Benalto, at the age of 
a. 

In the spring of 1949, Mr. Rodgers decided to 
retire from the farm and built a home in Rocky 
Mountain House, where he later married Mrs. 
Mary Hulda Teske. Through his years of retire- 
ment Mr. Rodgers enjoyed gardening of both 
vegetables and flowers until his passing in July, 
1960 at the age of 81. Mrs. Rodgers enjoyed 
needlework. She stayed in their home as long as 
her health allowed, then went to live in Westview 
Lodge — for awhile — then lived with Ray and 
Ida for a couple of years and later in nursing 
homes until October, 1975, when she passed 
away. 

In 1949 daughter Ida was united in marriage 
to Raymond Teskey and took up farming on NW 
26-39-6-W5 until his passing in February of 1974, 














RODGERS, HARRY FAMILY — by Harry 
Rodgers 

‘The continuation of the farmstead and the 
LHR Herefords: 

In the spring of 1949 Harry Rodgers was 
united in marriage to Louisa Attfield. ‘They 
purchased the home place SE-35-39-6-W5 and 
‘NE-26-39-6-W5 from Mr. James Rodgers and con- 
tinued the farming operation. In December of 
1950 they purchased a new truck. 

In 1951, we became the proud parents of our 
first child, a daughter, Louisa May. March 17, 
1951 was the date of the worst blizzard on record 
in the country. The railroad between Rocky 
Mountain House and Red Deer was snow blocked 
for a week. Harry drove in the blizzard from Red 
Deer to get home as there was nobody home to do 
chores. The first combine was purchased in 1952. 
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In 1953, son Harry James was born into the 
family. By this time a lot of the old buildings had 
tobe replaced, and we lost our grain crop by hail. 
In 1954 we purchased NW-35-39-6-W5. In 1956 we 
lost another grain crop by hail. In 1957, Harry 
decided to raise registered polled Hereford cai. 
tle, Harry is a life member of the Hereford 
Association and the letters LHR Herefords are 
spread for miles around: He purchased NW-34- 
39-6-W5 in 1957. In 1958 we had one of the best 
grain crops that we have known. 

In 1959, another daughter, Beverley Irene, 
was born and the same year we purchased our 
first self-propelled combine. In 1962, we 
purchased the first diesel powered tractor and 
the diesel fuel was eighteen cents per gallon. 
‘This same year we quit milking cows and con- 
tinued with beef cattle and raising hogs. 

In 1964 we replaced the old home with a new 
one with modern facilities. In 1967 we purchased 
SW-34-39.6-W5 which we cleared and broke up, $0 
the farm has one thousand cultivated acres. 

Daughter Louisa May completed her educa- 
tion at the Rocky Mountain House School in 1970, 
and has been a bookkeeper at Rocky Concrete 
and Construction Limited in Rocky Mountain 
House, Alberta, for the last six years. Son Harry 
James completed his education at the same 
School in 1971, and has been occupied farming 
with his father up to date. Daughter Beverley 
received her education at Rocky Mountain, 
Alberta, and has been active helping her 
parents. 

Harry recalls hunting and fishing trips back 
for forty years, bringing out moose horns with a 
spread of fifty-seven and one-half inches. Back in 
the days when they used the ferry over the North 
Saskatchewan River, Harry, upon returning 
from a hunting trip'with an old friend, Carl 
Linder, found the ferry out, so they had to carry 
three deer and a moose over the railroad trestle 
one evening, returning a few days later to bring 
the car home. 

Son Harry James enjoys the same sports and 
we both hope to continue farming as long as 
health permits. 


‘THE SAARELA FAMILY — by Elma Shaw 

Evert Saarela was married to Elvie Lissa 
Kalkkonen in 1912 at Great Falls, Montana. Both 
of them had come originally from Finland to 
Michigan, U.S.A., and after their marriage they 
moved to Helena, and then to Butte, Montana 
where Evert worked in the mines. 

Hearing about homestead openings for 
settlers in Alberta, Evert came in 1913, as far as 
Red Deer by train (there was no railroad west of 
Red Deer at that time). From Red Deer he con- 
tinued on to the Blueberry Hills, to file on his 
homestead, N.W. 17-40.4-W5, 

‘Number 11 highway was only a trail, and 
sloughs had to be dodged around, even on foot. 
Blueberry Hills got the name from the 











blueberries on the hills. They were so abundant 
that the hills were just blue with the berries. 

He returned to Montana in 1914 where he 
worked In the mines during the winter months 
and then brought his wife and small son, Eino to 
the homestead in Alberta. During some winters 
he worked in the mines at Nordegg while Mother 
stayed on the homestead, doing the chores, tak- 
ing care of the children, and exchanging home- 
made butter and eggs for groceries at 
Leslieville, seven miles away. Elvie was a good 
horsewoman in her day, as she had learned, 
while a young girl in Finland, to drive reindeer. 
The three youngest children’ were born on the 
homestead with only a neighbor midwife, Mrs. 
Lampi, delivering the babies. 

Every summer, for years, the early settlers 
held an annual pienic, some people coming for 
miles with team and wagon, each lady bringing 
some food to add to the pienfc dinner. The kindly 
settlers arranged working bees in the 
neighborhood when anyone wanted some 
building done. The ladies had their quilting bees, 
exchanging ideas, and perhaps some gossip. The 
pioneer theory was that when the new spuds 
were big enough to eat, the partridge made good 
fryers, and rabbits good roasts or stews. 

‘The Saarela family had no health problems 
then, even the 1918 flu epidemic was missed. 

Elno started school at Blueberry Valley, at 
the time not knowing a word of English. There 
were only six children in the school then (about 
1918) and I do not know the teacher’s name. Mrs, 
Saarela boarded Leyda Sestrap while she was 
attending the Blueberry School. Years later 
Leyda became a doctor of medicine. Mrs. 
Graham was one of the Blueberry Valley 
teachers. She would carry her young daughter, 
Barbara, the one and one-half miles to the 
Saarela home to be cared for every school day. 

In 1922 the Saarelas moved 3% miles north of 
Leslieville, S.W. 14-40-5-W5, where Eli, and his 
son Wes, are still farming. The children went to 
Golden Heights school, walking, riding or driv. 
ing. The school was the community centre. Sun- 
day school, church services or dances were held 
there at various times. Bill Ennis did the calling 
for the dances, often arriving just as the children 
were let out of school, to be sure he would not be 
late. 

In the depression years Saarela took some 
wheat to Eckville to be ground into flour for 
home use. Money was scarce, but no one went 
hungry. The farmers paid part of their taxes by 
working for the Municipality, doing road work. 
Rabbits were so thick that the green-feed stacks 
were eaten through at the bottom. The buyers 
wanted rabbits for mink meat, so the second 
generation boys were quick to round up 22 rifles 
in order to make a few dollars. Rabbits were 
killed by the thousands and hauled to railways 
stations. Often the family watched the prairie 
chickens doing their chicken dance — a never-to- 
be-forgotten spectacle! 
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At harvest time the farmers helped one 
another to get the crops in — only the threshing 
machine operator had to be paid cash. They were 
sometimes hailed out, and suffered some wet 
years but had no real drought problem. The se- 
cond generation played baseball on some 
hayfield in summer and in winter time a lot of 
young people, and some of the parents tried out 
their skis on what is known as the Leafland 
Hills. 

‘The first family car was a 1925 Chev touring, 

bought in 1926, 
Fino, the oldest son, was stricken with spinal 
meningitis on March’1, 1929 and died in the 
Eckville Hospital on March 28, 1929 at the age of 
16 years. 

‘Before his death on December 26, 1963, from a 
heart attack at the age of 75, Evert Saarela had 
made two trips to Finland, in 1947 by ocean liner 
and in 1952 by air, to attend the World Olympics 
at Helsinki. Elvie Saarela also made two trips to 
Finland by air, the first in 1960 and the other one 
In 1974, at the age of 86 years. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Saarela celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary on August 23, 1962. In 1966 
Mrs. Saarela moved to Eckville to live and 
passed away there on December 18, 1976 at the 
age of 88 years. She had suffered a severe stroke 
on December 10, 1976, 

The children of Evert and Elsie Saarela 
were: Eino Evert, born December 19, 1912, and 
died March 21, 1929; Edward Elmer Saarela, 
born August 25, 1914, and died January 31, 1973; 
Elma Elsie Shaw, born March 4, 1916; and Eli 
Ensio Saarela, born on April 28, 1918. 

Edward married Nellie Raivio in July, 1934, 
and they have three boys and two girls. Joyce 
married Jerry Verhaeghi and they have three 
boys and two girls. Melvin married Elsie 
Nygaard and they have one boy and two girls. 
Hazel lives in Anchorage, Alaska. Vern and Lois 
live in Rocky Mountain House. 

Elma married Lauri Hella in December, 1934. 
‘Their children were Elsie, who married Eugene 
Scott and has two boys; Elvie, who married 
Robert Labonte, and has one boy and one girl, 
Lauri died of a heart attack in 1953 and in 1965 
Elma married John Shaw. 

Eli married Violet Hiltala in September of 
1947, and they have four children. Eileen 
married Terry Fedderson, and they have two 
girls. Beverly married Brian Adams, and they 
have one boy and three girls. Wesley married 
Karen David and they have three daughters. 
Judy married Harley Peterson, and they have 
one daughter. 





THE SALMON FAMILY 

Arthur Luther and Sarah Salmon lived along. 
the Wishka River near Aberdeen, Washington, 
where sons Norman, Oliver, and Elmer, and 
daughter Gertie were born. After Arthur had suf- 
fered a stroke and was advised to seek a drier 
climate, he decided to move to Canada. In April, 








1912, he arrived by stagecoach at Leslieville, 
along with his son Norman. In May the rest of the 
family joined him there. En route, Norman’s 
skill in horsemanship stood him in good stead, as 
he was driving a team of half-wild broncos; but 
was even able to help pull out freight wagons that 
were bogged down in the muskeg near Syivan 
Lake. 

After living on several rented places, they 
homesteaded six and one-half miles north of 
Leslieville. The youngest son, Harry, was born 
there, on May 7, 1914. In August of ‘that year, 
Arthur suffered another stroke and died, aged 
only 52 years. 

The older children worked out to help the 
family get established. Gertie found employ. 
ment in Red Deer. Norman worked for the 
Valley Lumber Company, hauling lumber, but 
also helped out by bringing home wild meat, 
even training his dog to tree fool hens, which he 
could then catch in snares. The Salmons were 
fortunate in having a spring of ice-cold water, 
which kept the meat fresh for long periods. 

Gertie married Herb Card in 1915, and lived in 
Leslieville, 

Norman married Mable Turner. 

Oliver Salmon married Edna Stears. 

After returning to the United States for two 
years, Sarah came back with her family to the 
homestead, and raised her two grandchildren, 
Jim and May, there. 

Elmer was married to Alice Johnson; they 











Sarah Salmon and Let Seas. May, Maton, Jim, and Clarence 
salmon. 
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farmed for a time, and later moved to live in 
Rocky Mountain House. 

‘After the grandchildren grew up, Sarah sold 
the farm and moved to Leslieville, then to Rocky 
‘Mountain House, where she passed away in 1963. 








Grandma Salmon’s old home. May Selmon with her hunting 
trophies. (skunks) 


SALMON, ELMER 
Elmer Salmon married Alice Johnson in 1926, 

and they lived at first near Wayne, Alberta, 

where their first daughter, Lorraine was born. 

The family returned {o Leslieville, to the 
place across from the Blueberry Valley School, 
where two more daughters, Gertie and Shirley, 
were born, 

Elmer has always been a very sociable and 
sports-minded person, and entered 
enthusiastically into sleigh-riding parties and all 
other sports. January 1 is his birthday, and he 
made it a gay occasion, serving up pancakes to 
feed all merrymakers who came by to join in 
their winter fun. 

In 1940 the family moved to Rocky Mountain 
House, where Elmer operated a sawmill near 
Buster Creek, and also worked at trucking 
lumber. Later, he worked on the Brazeau dam. 
While they were in Rocky Mountain House, 
another daughter, Carol, was born, in 1945, 

Alice died in 1846. 

‘Their eldest daughter, Lorraine, married 
John Winchester, and they had five children 
Allee, now Mrs.’ Dan Hewitt, lives in Rocky 
Mountain House, and has three children, Diana, 
Danny John, and Keri. Cynthia, now Mts. Paul 
Roberge, lives in Beaumont, Alberta, and has 
two children, Monique and Denis. John married 
Lannie Hanson, and they now live in Spain; they 
have one son, Leland. Glen married Laurel Dean 
Dickson, and lives in Leslieville, where his wite 
1s now postmistress; they have a daughter, 
Janet. Naney, now Mrs. Carney Kolza, lives in 
Nordegg, and has one child, Shyla. 

Lorraine was later divorced and remarried to 
Glen Carlson, They have a daughter, Kristyne. 

Gertie Salmon, now Mrs. Galvin, has two 











children, Patricia and Darcy, and lives at 
Drayton Valley. She lost a son, Dantel, who died 
on January 17, 1978, 

Shirley (Mrs, Rodtka) has four children, Con- 
nie (Mrs. John Berkeley, who has a 
son, Joshua), Shelley, and twins, Rhonda and 
Ronald. 

Carol (Mrs. Larry Bergen) had two children, 
Pamela and Ed. Carol was killed in a tragic 
highway accident in 1977; she was living in Alder 
Flats at the time. 


SALMON, GERTIE (Mrs. Herb Card), 

Gertie Salmon married Herb Card in 1915, 
‘They farmed near Leslieville, and also operated 
a sawmill. They had four children, Howard, Jer 
vold, Roy, and Jeanie. 

‘Atter selling thelr farm, they moved to Joffre, 
where they operated a lumber yard and a gas 
station, Later they moved to a farm on the 
eastern outskirts of Red Deer, which is now the 
Eastview subdivision. Herb died in 1975, after a 
lengthy Illness. 

‘Howard now lives in Vancouver, and has two 
children, Raymond and Judy (Mrs. Williams) 
now of Courtenay, British Columbia, 

‘Jervold married Dorothy Costello; they have 
six children, Donna, Gail (Mrs. Slosher), Linda, 
Susan (Mrs. Leduc), Brian and Randy. 

‘Jervold now runs a trucking business in Red 
Deer. 

Gertie Card now lives in Red Deer with her 
daughter, Jeane. 





SALMON, HARRY 

Harry’ worked on the farm, helping his 
mother until Jim was big enough to take over. 
Harry was a musician for country dances. He 
and Ell Saarela would make fine music, usually 
getting to the dances on horseback. 

Harry worked on many different jobs, from 
construction on the Alaska Highway to equip- 
ment operator on the Pacific coast. He had a 
welding shop in Taber before coming back to 
Rocky Mountain House. In 1943 he married Irene 
‘Allen, He started in the trucking business, haul- 
ing himber from saw mills to Rocky Mountain 
House. He and his son Art are still In the trucking 
business after 35 years, hauling mostly big 
machines. 

‘Harry and Irene have seven children: 

‘Anetha married Bob Glover; they have four 
children; Arthur is not married; Ken married 
Colleen Fisher, and they have two children; 
Lloyd married’ Janet Dyer and they have one 
child; Judy married Melvin Lougheed; they 
have two children; Terry and Tena are both at 
home. 


SALMON, NORMAN 

‘After leaving home, Norman married Mable 
‘Turner, and they had two children, Jim and May. 
Jim was born while the family’ lived at Sun- 
nynook. 











orman then obtained employment at 
Nakusp, British Columbia, and May was born 
there. Mable died when ‘May was only two 
months old, and the children were taken to be 
raised by their grandmother at Leslieville. 

Norman returned to Aberdeen, Washington, 
where he became a surveyor and engineer for 
the city, and designed several bridges over the 
Chehails River, as well as engineering the water 
system for the city. He married Dorothy Turner, 
the sister of his first wife, and they have three 
children, Miriam, Bob, and Tom. 

Jim Salmon married Hilda Schuel, and they 
have five children. They live in Fruitvale, B.C. 

May married Percy Nelson, and they have 
two children. She died in 1975, 
Miriam married Lewis Stevens, and has three 

iren. 

Bob married Mary Wald; they have three 
children. 

All the family now live near Aberdeen, Olym- 
pia, and Seattle, 











SALMON, OLIVER 

Oliver ‘Salmon married Edna Stears in 1924. 
He worked on the railroad near Lethbridge, 
where thelr children, Lenard, Marion, and 
Clarence were born, 

Oliver was a qualified steam engineer, and 
worked at lumber mills, and on the old-time 
threshing outfits. He later worked in the mines at 
Nordegg, and when they closed, he farmed near 
the Blueberry Valley School, on the land 
previously belonging to his brother, Elmer. 
‘When the one-room schools were phased out, he 
bought the Blueberry Valley School, which he 
converted into his farmhouse. 

‘Edna died in December, 1976, and Oliver in 
May, 1977. 

Lenard married Cleo Kiser, and now lives in 
Harrowgate, British Columbia. 

‘Marion married Jack Sterling, and they have 
seven children, all living at Rocky Mountain 
House. 

‘Clarence married Doreen Mason, and they 
have two children. They also live in Rocky Moun- 
tain House. 


SANDE, SAMUEL (SAM) AND ADA 

‘Samuel Olai Johansen Sande was born at 
Bergen, Norway, October 19, 1888. He came to 
‘Alberta in 1910 and homesteaded the SE 25-40-6. 
Ws, in the Bingley district. He enlisted in World 
War I in the Canadian Forestry Corps and was 
overseas for four years. After he returned trom 
overseas he bought the W 8-40-5-W in the Beaver 
Flat district from his sister, Olga Grosseth and 
her husband, Louis. 

While in'England he met Ada Cartwright 
‘Thompson. Ada was born in Hetton-le-hole, 
Durham, England on March 22, 1897. She worked 
{in the munitions factory during World War I. 

‘She came to Canada in 1926 with her husband 
Jim Thompson and two small children, Ada and 








Jim; later another son, John was born. Divorce 
followed and Ada worked at Claresholm, 
Gleichen and for the Bower family in Red Deer. 
She received a beautiful black mare, of which 
she was very proud, from the Bower family 

‘Sam and Ada were married on December 8, 
1930 in Red Deer and lived on their farm at 
Beaver Flat. They have three chidiren: Norman 
born October 24, 1931, married Beth Woodward 
and they have four children, Janet, David, Brian 
and Karen; Irene born July 16, 1933 married 
Brian Marshall and they have three children, 
Kathy, Micheal and James; Alma born, 
February 8, 1938 married Melvin Oja and they 
have two sons, Dwayne and Randolph. Step 
daughter Ada married Leon Denstone and they 
have three children, Carole Ann, Audrey Mae 
and Gary; stepson Jim married Teresa 
Faulkner and they have five children, Barbara 
married George Lloyd who was killed in an acci- 
dent and she is remarried to Mark Ririe; 
Waltereena married Ken Terry and they have 
two children, Jim and Marie; Derek married 
Barbara Comeau; Doreen married Gordon 
Hainsworth and they have two children, Matt 
and Kevin; Jean married Mickey Turney and 
they have one son, Chris; stepson John married 
Margaret Bremmer and she has one son, Lloyd 
married Linda and they have three children, 
Roger, Ricky and Lance — Lloyd is remarried to 
Judy and they have one daughter, Celia. 





‘Sam and Ada Sande, 1938, 


It was a hard life clearing the land and far- 

ming in the summer, and working in the bush 

and lumbering in the winter, but a happy life. 
Sam liked to hunt and fish. He often went hun- 


ting with his half brother, Sigurd, and his friend 
Leit Skagen. He also had many happy and 
successful fishing trips with his good friend, 
John Oja. Ada is very fond of singing and music, 
enjoys knitting and her vegetable garden and 
beautiful flower garden. They owned a Plymouth 
car and many good horses. Sam was a Masonic 
member of Lochearn Lodge No. 151. 

‘Sam's and Ada’s marriage was very happy 
but was cut short by his untimely passing away 
in April, 1940 at 51 years of age. He was buried in 
the Leslieville Cemetery. It was a very sad day 
for his beloved wife and family, and his many, 
many good friends, as Sam was a very quiet, 
kind and well liked’man by all who knew him, 


‘THE SIGURD AND ASTRID SANDE FAMILY 

Sigurd Olai Sande was born in Sande, Indre 
Holmedals, Sunnfjord, Norway, May 11, 1883, 
After completing his education, he clerked for 
two years in each of these stores in Sande, first at 
Lyder Sivertsen, and then at M. Johannessen. 
‘They both gave him a high character rating, 
Leaving his fiancee behind, he emigrated to 
Wisconsin, U.S.A. in 1903 and worked in the 
U.S.A. for three years before leaving 
Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1906 to go 
homesteading in Alberta. Carrying a few 
belongings he walked west from Red Deer and 
spent one night in the shelter of a wall of the old 
fort at Rocky Mountain House, where today only 
the ‘“Chimneys” remain. 

He homesteaded on the NW 18-40-5-W5 in the 
Bingley district, approximately 50 miles north- 
west of Red Deer. He walked to Red Deer for 
supplies and mail, and later he walked to Evarts 
for them. Andrew Sande, who homesteaded at 
the same time, filed on the quarter section ad- 
joining Sigurd’s land on the south. These in- 
genious Vikings built one large sod-roofed log 
barn, half of it on each quarter section, which 
meant a saving of two walls. In the summer 
months Sigurd broke the land with oxen and in 
the winter he worked in the lumber camps 
operated by Martin and McDougal. 

In 1909-1910, Sigurd returned to Sande, Sunnt- 
jord, Norway, to visit his fiancee, Astrid L. 
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Sigur Sande's two storey log house he built on his homestead in 
1907-1908. 








Sande, and his relatives. While he was away, An- 
drew looked after his place and did the chores. 
Astrid L. Sande was born in Bergen, Norway, on 
‘Tune 17, 1882, At the early age of two she moved 
with her parents to Sande, Sunnfjord. She took 
all her education there. She was a member of the 
Lutheran Church Choir in Sande for many years. 
In June, 1911, Astrid and Olga, a sister of Sigurd, 
arrived in Red Deer, where Sigurd met them 
with horses and buggy. Astrid and Sigurd were 
married in the St. Luke's Chureh in Red Deer on 
June 19, 1911, Sigurd brought his bride and his 
sister to the two-storey log house he had built on 
the homestead. They were blessed with three 
sons and three daughters 

anhild — born May 17, 1912, married to 
‘Angus Leslie Martin August 7, 1947. They have 
‘one daughter. 

‘Alma Louise — born October 15, 1913, 
married to Knut Olav Sunde December 27, 1940, 
‘They have one son, three daughters and seven 
grandchildren. 

John David — born April 26, 1915, married to 
Janet Stelfox July 2, 1939. They have two sons, 
two daughters and seven grandchildren. Janet 
died April 30, 1973. 

‘Magda Leonora — born May 27, 1917, married 
to Leonard LeRoy Billings November 30, 1946. 
‘They have two daughters and two grandsons. 








Sigurd and Astrid Sande Family, and Sunde -- Sande wedding, 
1940 Back row: Leonord and Svanhild Sande, Kaut and Alma 





Leonord Sigurd — born March 9, 1920, 
married to Audrey Kathleen Colbeck July 20, 
1946, They have two sons and two grandsons. 

Clifford Martin — born April 4, 1922, married 
to Mildred Patricia Yurkiw February 27, 1954. 
‘They have three sons, one daughter and two 
grandchildren. Clifford died February 7, 1965. 

Sigurd and Astrid’s first child, Svanhild, was 
born on a very special day as May 17 is Norway's 
National Day. For many years, their cozy log 
house on the homestead was the scene of many 
happy gatherings of Norwegians in the district. 
‘The Sande hospitality was known far and wide to 
the early ploneers and travellers of many 
nationalities. Many social evenings were en- 
joyed by neighbors. Those who played musical 
instruments brought them and played for the 
dancing and singing. They also enjoyed listening 
to the new Thomas Edison phonograph that 
Sigurd had bought. Astrid’s culinary skill was 
very evident in the meals she prepared for her 
family, threshing crew or visitors. One could 
never say “No” to a slice of her homemade 
bread and butter and a cup of freshly brewed 
coffee. 

Sigurd and Astrid, like their pioneer 
neighbors, had their own language, religion, 
culture and lifestyle. How was the’ language 
barrier overcome? Timothy Eaton's Catalogue 




















‘Sunde, Magda, Clifford and John Sande. Foat row: Sigurd Sande; 
iver Irene and Alma Sande and Asd Sande 








and the Almanac played an important part. As 
small children living on the homestead, Alma 
remembers that when the Almanac had come, 
her sister, Svanhild, asked their mother, “Is 
there a Svanhildnac?” 

In the opening up of this area, these pioneers 
knew hardships, isolation and loneliness, but as 
the language barriers were overcome the com. 
mon problems called for co-operation so a 
process of acculturation was achieved by close 
personal friendships and mutual respect. Sigurd 
and Astrid were keenly interested in the 
progress of the country. Sigurd helped to es- 
tablish the Bingley School District No. 2565 in 
1911 and in 1912 he cut logs for the first school 
house which was completed in 1913. The 
treasurer was Mr. J. W. Christian, and the 
trustees were Mr. Sam Larsgard, George 
Diggins and Sigurd who was chairman of the 
board. After moving to the Beaver Flat School 
District No. 1914 in 1918, Sigurd served as school 
trustee for that district for many years. In 1925, 
the school taxes on his quarter section of land in 
Bingley were $17.63. 

The little log schoolhouse became the com. 
munity center and truly tnited all nationalities. 
Regardless of rain or sunshine, families for 
many miles around came by team and wagon or 
on horseback to participate in the picnic. The 
first picnic that Sigurd and Astrid and Olga en- 
Joyed was at Beaver Flat and Olga still laughs 
‘when she tells how she shocked everyone when 
she hoisted her long skirt above her knees at the 
beginning of the ladies’ race that she won 

‘Other entertainment included the Chautau- 
qua held in the Leslieville community in the late 
1920's and early 1930's. Sigurd and his brother, 
Sam, were two of the guarantors. Also there 
were the silent movies, e.g. ‘Ben Hur”. The an- 
nual Farmers’ Ball in the Leslieville Hall in the 
1920's drew a good crowd of adults, and children 
‘as well, as the spelling bee was held at the same 
time. This was a popular event in which many 
schools participated and entered only their best 
spellers. ‘The school Christmas concert was an 
annual event and enjoyed by everyone in the 
packed schoolhouse. 

Astrid often mentioned how she enjoyed her 
first Christmas here when Sigurd took her to the 
Leslieville Church Christmas program, and 
although she did not understand the language, 
the church atmosphere, the choir singing carols 
and Mr. J. Reilly giving the Christmas message 
meant $0 much to her. Christmas Eve on the 
homestead was very special. The tree, decorated 
with homemade streamers, balls, and paper 
hearts woven in two colors, was put in the centre 
of the living room. Astrid, Sigurd and their little 
children joined hands and walked around the 
tree and sang “Silent Night” and other carols in 
Norwegian, Astrid’s beautiful singing is a joy to 
remember. 

Before 1920, Sigurd and Astrid helped to 
organize the first Lutheran Congregation at 
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Leslieville and they were members during the 
years it existed, Services were held in the 
members’ homes. Sigurd was secretary- 
treasurer from 1923 until 1930. The pastors at this 
time were Rev. B. Guldseth, Rev. Oluf Asper and 
Rev. Elle. Astrid and Sigurd were faithful con- 
tributors of donations to the mission field 
throughout their lives. 

Sigurd’s brother, Samuel Olai Sande, another 
community-minded man, homesteaded SE 25-40- 
6.W5 in the Bingley district in 1910. He enlisted in 
World War One and after returning from the war 
he bought W%4 8-40-5-W5. He and Sigurd worked 
together for several years to harvest their crops. 
One fall was exceptionally wet and Sam, who had 
his own blacksmith shop, helped design and build 
a large wheel that carried the horse-drawn 
binder over wet fields so they managed to 
harvest their crops. 

Not only were schools and churches needed 
but roads were badly needed. There were road 
allowances, but many of these were not fenced, 
not even a snake-rail fence. Herds of horses, 
freed from the lumber mills that operated only 
during the winter months, roamed the country 
until more settlers homesteaded the land. Sigurd 
was a road councillor for twenty-five years and a 
reeve for twelve years of the Municipal District 
of Lochearn No. 401, Leslieville, Alberta. During 
his early years as a councillor, he travelled on 
horseback and helped many a family in the flu 
epidemic of 1918-1919. His district covered the 
area north from his homestead to the North 
Saskatchewan River, west and north of Rocky 
‘Mountain House. After he bought one of the first 
cars, a model - T Ford, his work took him in 
many directions to help people get to the doctor. 
Since Sigurd was on the end of the telephone line 
in that area, the family had to relay the message 
to neighbors for many miles regardless of 
weather and road conditions. Most of the road 
work had to be done by hand in the early days 
which meant digging ditches with a shovel. Low- 
lying area roads were corduroyed to make them 
passable in the rainy season. This meant cover 
ing the road with smalll 10-16 foot logs and then 
covering the logs with dirt, using a wheelbarrow 
and shovel. Later, came the horse-drawn 
machinery, such as the slip for two horses, and 
the fresno where four horses were used; then the 
two-wheeler-like slip that needed two or four 
horses. In later years, the small grader was used 
and many a mile has been built using horse- 
power from six to twelve horses, depending on 
the size of the grader. Then followed the 
mechanized road building machinery. The 
‘Municipal District was divided into six divisions 
for many years until it became Local Improve- 
ment District No. 10. Shortly after that, the local 
schools were organized into the Rocky Mountain 
School Division No. 15. Part of the Lochearn 
Municipal District is now in the Lacombe School 
Division. Sigurd spent many long hours atten- 
ding council and school meetings, and most of 














them without a stipend, mainly because there 
was no money, anyway. Astrid’s kind considera- 
tion for others and willingness to help all was her 
first thought. This greatly assisted her husband 
to carry out his duties as councillor, reeve, and 
school trustee. 

‘The Sande children attended the Beaver Flat 
School No. 1914 that was established in 1908 and 
‘opened in 1909. For several years the school 
opened In May and continued throughout the 
summer until Christmas. Most of the time the 
children walked the two and one half miles, but 
what a pleasure it was when they had three sad- 
dle horses to ride to school. During the years that 
the six Sande children attended Beaver Flat 
school the teachers were: Miss Edmundson, 
Miss I. Strong, Miss V. Leather, Miss A. Joslin, 
Mrs. C. N. Beebe, Miss N. Wade, Mr. J. Grant, 
Miss L. Lytle, Mrs. McDonald, Mr. Wm. 
‘McRoberts and Mr. T. Bowhay. 

Belng farmers, Sigurd and Astrid were keen. 
ly Interested in growing high quality produce. 
‘This was evinced in the prizes they won at the 
fair sponsored by the Rocky Mountain House 
Agricultural Society in the years 1927.28.29. Top 
awards for wheat, barley, oats, corn and many 
vegetables were received. Astrid enjoyed sewing 
and knitting and won several prizes at the fair 
for her needlecraft. In the 1930's Sigurd won 
prizes for his grains at the provincial seed fairs 
and at the Royal Winter Fair at Toronto, On- 
tarlo, In 1936, Svanhild won first prize for beans 
at the Toronto Royal and the following year at 
the same fair, John and Leonard won first and 
second, respectively, for oats. All three Sande 
boys were members of the Leslieville Grain Club 
and won prizes for their grain plots and also for 
the threshed grain at the seed fair. John was 
leader of the Club for a few years. This shows 
that the family farm has its merits. 

Sigurd and Astrid were active members of the 
Leslieville School Fair Board. Their six children 
won scholarships and a trip to the Olds School of 
Agriculture for highest number of points. In 
recognition of their high quality produce, the 
Olds School of Agriculture presented them with a 
variety of shrubs and fruit trees to plant on the 
farmstead. Their beautiful garden attracted 
many visitors. 

Also, they raised cattle and had some 
registered Shorthorns and Herefords. From this 
fine herd of Hereford cattle, 4H Beef Club 
members purchased animals that won the grand 
championships several times. 

In 1935, Astrid went to Norway on a well- 
deserved holiday to visit her father, sisters, and 
a brother whom she had not seen since she left in 
1911. When she returned in February, 1936, a 
terrible blizzard was raging in this area: The bus 
driver, Gordon Sorenson, drove his bus off his 
regular route to Rocky Mountain House to her 
farm home, 10 miles north of Alhambra, to make 
sure she got home safely. This brings to mind the 
many hazards of winter encountered when 











travelling. The mailman, Thomas Ogden of the 
Bingley post office in the early years, fought 
drifts and cold winds for several miles and this 
meant weary horses and driver by the time they 
got to the Sigurd Sande farm. Here he came in to 
thaw out and have a spot of tea. Sigurd was 
ready with his team and sleigh to take Tom the 
rest of the way to Leslieville and back to the 
farm. Now Tom could hitch up his rested horses 
and resume his tough journey with renewed 
energy. 

Sigurd enjoyed hunting moose, elk and deer in 
the foothills of the Rocky Mountains. He had 
many sets of large horns. As an avid fisherman, 
he enjoyed catching trout in the west country 
streams. 

‘The Depression came andit left its mark even 
on the hardlest of pioneers who had already had 
a rough time. Sigurd was shipping a carload of 
cattle to Calgary, but before the train personnel 
would load the cattle, freight charges had to be 
prepaid. Upon receipt of the cheque for this 
carload of cattle, he realized less than he had 
paid for the freight! Many cases of hardship, 
never to be forgotten, were prevalent but these 
hardy pioneers never gave up. Food was not 
scarce nor expensive, neither was clothing nor 
shoes, but they had no cash to purchase them. 
Eggs were selling for three cents per dozen. 
Flour sacks were not only used for underwear, 
but also for shirts, blouses and dresses. Astrid 
didn’t need a pattern to make these garments, 
she designed them herself, and made many pret 
ty clothes from snow-white flour sacks and from 
printed flour sacks. These thrifty, frugal, honest, 
hard-working people persevered through the 
“Dirty 30's”, and also through World War Two 
when rationing came into effect for the 
following: gasoline, sugar, jam, jelly, coffee, 
tea, canned milk, butter, and meat, 

When the Women’s Institute was organized in 
the Beaver Flat district, Astrid was one of Its ac- 
tive members. 

After the Rocky Mountain School Division No, 
15 was established Sigurd was Divisional School 
trustee for several years. He served as a school 
trustee for over forty-five years, both on the local 
school boards and on the Rocky Mountain Schoo! 
Division No. 15 Board. A crowd of more than 750 
people gathered on February 11, 1958, for the 
‘opening ceremonies at the David Thompson 
High School, which Sigurd was instrumental in 
having located on the site near Condor. Sigurd 
Sande was honored that evening for his long 
years of service when the Hon. A. J. Hooke 
presented him with a gold wristwatch engraved 
with these words: ‘40 YEARS SCHOOL 
TRUSTEE ROCKY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL 
DIVISION NO. 15”, Later, in 1960, a set of en- 
cyclopedia was presented to the David Thomp- 
son High School in Sigurd Sande’s name. In the 
November 1, 1974 issue of “Red Deer County 
News”, Mr. Dave Pearson, a trustee of the 
Rocky Mountain School Division No. 15 at the 





























same time as Sigurd, has high praise for the 
many trustees he has worked with. He singled 
out the high-minded conduct of men like Sigurd 
Sande. 

Astrid and Sigurd resided on their farm all 
their lives and kept very active. Astrid died on 
December 1, 1960. 

Sigurd continued to be active in his farming 
and cow-calf operations. He was active in com 
munity affairs and keenly interested in world af- 
fairs. He died on October 21, 1963. 


SANDE, THE JOHN D. AND JANET FAMILY 
— (By John D. Sande) 

T completed my schooling at the Beaver Flat 
school in 1930 where my family lived. Through 
the years before I married Henry Stelfox’s sec- 
ond daughter, Janet, I helped with the work on 
the farm, Dad had just bought a 22-36 Inter- 
national tractor, disc, and a breaking plow; then 
a year later, a Waterloo threshing machine so we 
had to go to work at whatever we could get to 
keep up the payments on all of this equipment 
through the thirties when prices on farm 
products dropped to an all-time low. In the 
summer months we cleared and broke land on 
Dad's homestead and did custom breaking 
around the neighborhood. In the fall it was the 
same; we went out threshing; so besides the 
home’ farming we had lots of work to do, This 
continued after I got married to Janet on July 2, 
1939, Twas building my own house on the family 
farm and this is how I got my lumber. Through 
the winter months we took out logs on the Wolf 
Creek that was eighteen miles to the north-west 
of us. We travelled by team and sleigh when 
there was snow and by wagon when the roads 
permitted it. Dad and my brothers put in many a 
cold trip to bring out the lumber, slabs, and some 
firewood. This lumber was sawed by Ralph 
Evans and his crew from east of Leslieville when 
he had his mill on the Wolf Creek. The forest fire 
‘became quite a thing in the spring before the new 
grass got tall enough. We still had some logs and 
some lumber that we were unable to get out in 
the winter months which got burned. The price of 
lumber at the mill in those years was $7 for rough 
and $10 for planed per thousand. After our sec- 
‘ond winter in the timber we took a permit to 
supply a dairy farmer east of Red Deer with all 
the material he needed for a small barn at S18 a 
thousand, delivered. 

In the spring of 1939 1 undertook a different 
type of work — to build a house to live in after we 
were married, I built it on Dad’s home place out 
of the best lumber from our winters’ work. But 
the time came to be married and I still had some 
of the house to finish so we lived with my folks 
the first year. : 

‘July 1, 1939, was a nice bright morning after 
many a rainy day so Dad and I went to see how 
many mud holes we had to fix between home and 
Rocky Mountain House so we could get to the 
first wedding of our family by car. We got the 











mud holes repaired with logs and dirt so they 
really looked good. But by mid-afternoon we had 
a different outlook on the whole bright day 
earlier. Black clouds came up and the wind blew 
stronger. One of the worst hailstorms hit that 
area; such destruction had never been seen 
before. Our early morning work went down the 
road so Dad and I spent from early evening until 
early the next morning getting back home with 
the car. So to the pasture I went for the horses so 
we could get to my wedding in time with team 
and wagon and the 12 miles to go. But the bright 
sun and the blue sky really made me forget the 
night before till I looked at the bare fields that 
had been all green with grain, and the trees that 
were stripped of thelr leaves!’ Uncle Sam, Dad’s 
brother, and his wife, Aunt Ada, came to the 
wedding in thelr democrat and ‘team of nice 
sorrels. They brought my wife, Janet, and me 
back home instead of us going’ back in the big 
heavy lumber wagon. 








Janet and John Sande on front seps of Sigurd Sande Home. 


Our first son, David, arrived on May 30, 1940, 
during the early part of World War IT. It was a 
time of great uncertainty but we carried on the 
best we could. We continued farming and grow- 
ing everything that was in demand. In 1941 we 
moved into our own home. The next year, on 
April 20, our first daughter, Agnes, was born, 
‘The uncertainty caused by the war continued —I 
got my notice to stay close to my home. Our sec- 
ond son, Harold, arrived on January 18, 1945, a 
cold day. 

‘Towards the end of the war we decided we 
should try to get a farm of our own. The family 
would soon be of school age and we hoped to get 
land closer to the school than I had been so that 
they would not have the long distance to go that I 
had travelled. We got the farm known as the 
Washburn place, the N E-1-40-6-W5 which was 
one mile south of Dad’s. It had a nice set of 
buildings except for quite a small old house, 
compared to the one we had built on the family 
farm. That fall our son, David, started school at 
Beaver Flat. Next summer our second daughter, 
Helen, arrived on August 25, 1947. As the children 



























reached school age they continued their educa- 
tion at Beaver Flat until it was closed and then 
they were bused to school at Rocky Mountain 
House. 

In 1951 I moved the new house we had built on 
the home place down to our farm to replace the 
old one because we were all looking forward to 
getting electricity on the farm. Our farming 
operations got bigger as the family was able to 
help. The last few years that we were on the farm 
we had 20 milk cows, around 75 pigs of all ages, 
as well as beef cattle and a nice flock of sheep. 
We got our start in sheep from the University of 
Alberta Experimental Farm, Edmonton, 

In 1956 we left the farm. Our younger 
daughter needed extra teaching and training so 
in the fall term, after a big decision, we went to 
the city of Edmonton to live and start new work. 
‘This meant the family had to take a close look at 
what each one wanted to get started in. Janet 
and I got work at the new School for the Deaf that 
‘was to open in the fall. David was in his last year 
of high school, Agnes was in her last year of 
junior high, Harold was in his last year of 
elementary, and Helen went by bus to her school 
for the handicapped for special training. The 
farm life was missed by all of us. The last few 
years at the School for the Deaf, Janet was a 
house mother with 15 little deaf boys, ages five to 
eight years. She really enjoyed the chance to 
help them get started in life. 

In 1973 Janet took ill and spent a few months 
in the hospital. She passed away on April 30, 1973, 
and was greatly missed by her family and many 
others for her cheerful smile at all times. A year 
later I had completed eighteen years at the 
‘school and I moved back to the country to live 
west of Millet in the Pipestone community. 

As David and Agnes have compiled their own 

r I will write only about Harold and 

















Helen, 

Harold completed his senior high school and 
then attended the Olds Agricultural College for 
two years. After graduating he worked on 
different jobs. When he worked in Red Deer at 
Corbett Auto Electric Shop, he met Barbara 
Jean Storey, the youngest daughter of Carl and 
Gladys Storey of Red Deer. They were united in 
marriage on September 3, 1966. They have one 
son, Darryl, and one daughter, Nicole. They 
bought the Pipestone General Store which they 
operate at the present time. 

Helen took different types of training to help 
her as she is handicapped. She attended the 
school at Edmonton Centre, and the Alberta 
School Hospital, now known as Michener Centre, 
Red Deer. At present she is at Wetaskiwin In a 
Group Home and goes to the Horizon Unlimited 
Work Shop. 





SANDE, THE DAVID, BARBARA, NEIL AND 
CRAIG FAMILY 

‘John and Janet Sande’s first child was born 
May 30, 1940 in the Rocky Mountain House 
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Hospital and was named David Joseph. David 
was the’eldest grandchild on both parents sides 
(Sande and Stelfox) and reaped the early 
benefits of attention from grandparents, aunts 
and uncles. 

On July 13, 1963 David married Barbara Jean 
Woywitka whom he had met in 1958 on a scaffold, 
while decorating the U of A gymnasium for a 
dance, and had dated through their University 
days. On March 14, 1969 their first child Neil 
David was born. Two years later their second 
son Craig Martin was born on April 26, the same 
birthdate as his grandfather John Sande. 

David was very fortunate to have had the op- 
portunity of varied educational experiences, 
From 1946-1953 he attended Beaver Flat School 
— a one-room country school with grades one to 
eight. In 1954 and 1955 he was bussed to the much 
larger Rocky Mountain House School. Following 
his family’s move to Edmonton in the early fall 
of 1956 David attended Strathcona Composite 
High School for two years and graduated in the 
spring of 1958, 

In September of 1958 he enrolled at the U of A 
in the first year of the Bachelor of Physical 
Education degree program from which he 
graduated in 1961. In 1966 David returned to the 
University of Alberta and in 1968 completed his 
M.A. In Administration, Following two years of 
study at the University of Oregon in Eugene, 
David graduated in 1975 with a Ph.D. in Educa: 
tion, 

David's formal work experiences include 
assisting on the family farm until they moved to 
Edmonton in 1956. Summer work between high 
school or University terms were as follows: 

1957 — Work as a carpenter's helper building 
the David Stelfox house at Ellerslie. 

1958.'59 — A labourer and truck driver at Gun- 
nar Uranium Mines on Lake Athabas« 

1960-’62 — Roller operator on asphalt paving 
crews in the Edmonton vicinity. 

In September of 1962 David began work as a 
high school teacher of physical education, 
biology and chemistry at Queen Elizabeth Com: 
posite High School in Edmonton where he 
worked until June of 1965. Following the comple- 
tion of his masters degree course work in 1967 
David was hired by the Faculty of Physical 
Education and Recreation of the U of A where he 
has continued to work, and is now an Associate 
Professor. 

Since his youth David has maintained an in- 
terest in physical education and sports and has 
continued to participate as an athlete, coach or 
sports administrator. As an undergraduate 
David was a student manager with the Golden 
Bear Hockey team and active in Block “A” ac- 
tivities. For a period of 10 years from 1964 to 1974 
David was the Director of a High School Recrea- 
tion Leadership Training Program at O'Leary 
Composite High School. As a high school teacher 
he coached football, basketball, wrestling, 
volleyball and track and field and was active on 














CAHPER executive — President 1967. While at 
the U of A he served as an assistant football 
coach with the Golden Bears during the late 60°s 
and early 70's. 

In 197 David was chairman of the Canadian 
Gymnastic Championships in Edmonton, He also 
served as Deputy Chairman of the 1978 Com 
monwealth Games Sports Division. As his 
children grew and showed an interest In sport he 
acted as a community soccer and hockey coach. 

David's childhood days were filled with the 
excitement of active farm life punctuated by 
play with brother Harold and sisters Agnes and 
Helen and the ever present pets (dogs, cats and 
rabbits). Earliest recollections are of racing 
downhill to Grandma Sande’s, a distance of 
about 30 yards to greet her and share some cold 
oatmeal ‘cereal and sugar. Further memories 
highlight trips to visit Grandma and Grandpa 
Stelfox in Rocky Mountain House to watch 
Grandma Stelfox's canary or to sit in a huge 
stuffed chair with his brother and sisters to hear 
Grandpa Stelfox spin tales. Christmas, birthdays 
and other special occasions always meant visits 
with aunts, uncles and cousins and were very ex- 
citing occasions. 

AS a youth David had major interests in 
school, sports and livestock. Though never top of 
the class, David found school a real challenge 
and never faced any major difficulties. Hunting 
and Fishing with Grandpa Sande were always 
exciting. In the fall of 1954 while hunting with 
Grandpa Sande David shot his first moose. Often 
after fishing trips, while driving home from 
Chambers Creek or one of the tributaries of 
Prairie Creek, David would have to reach to the 
car’s accelerator and pull Grandpa Sande’s foot 
off when a cramp in the thigh would cause him to 
tramp the accelerator to the floor sending the 
car lunging through narrow logging roads or the 
ever present frost boils of Highway 11 

School and community sports days and 
baseball teams were always important activities 
for David. During one busy spring he played on 
two different school teams, a bantom team and a 
community team. 

David's interest in livestock was carefully 
tutored by his father and led to a deep love of all 
livestock. This interest was further generated 
into active participation in the Rocky Mountain 
House 4H Beef Club and special interest in the 
records of the farm dairy herd, sheep and hogs. 
It was also during this period, with many 
successive years of severe hall damage to crops, 
‘that David became aware of the significant gam: 
ble involved in farming. 

‘There is absolutely no question that the most 
significant event of David’s adult live was his 
marriage to Barbara, and their many years of 
shared joys and sorrows. Their honeymoon was 
his first significant extended trip and due 
primarily to Barbara’s great love of travel they 
journeyed to Europe in the summer of 1965, to 
Expo in Montreal in 1967 and then after Neil and 
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Craig were born they made many camping trips 
with major journeys in 1974 down the Pacific 
Coast of the U.S.A. and in 1976 to Montreal for the 
Olympics. In January of 1977 David and Barbara 
with Dave's brother Harold and his wife Barbara 
purchased a quarter section of land in the 
Pipestone district just east of Pigeon Lake. The 
purchase came as a result of being forced to sell 
land in the Cow Lake area of the Rocky Mountain 
House District when taxes were raised substan 
tially as a result of the land being declared 
recreational. This sale saw a severance of 
David's physical relationship with the Rocky 
‘Mountain House area but has led to increased 
pleasure for Barb and Dave in teaching their 
sons Neil and Craig to ride horses and to share 
the beauty of the country and the efforts of farm 
activities while visiting their new farm. 

Following her marriage to David, Barbara 
continued to teach physical education and 
mathematics at Jasper Place Composite High 
School until Christmas of 1968 — three months 
before Neil was born, Barbara has always been 
very active in church and community activities. 
She has served Southminster United Church as a 
choir member, a Sunday School teacher and as 
an active committee member, Her community 
activities have included curling, squash, yoga 
and very active membership on the Parents’ Ad- 
visory Committee for Greenfield Elementary 
School's Bilingual program as well as Vice 
Chairperson of the Alberta branch of the Parents 
For French Organization. The demands of 
homemaking have been further challenged by 
the needs of two very active boys and Barbara 
has spent hours in support of their activities. 

Neil and Craig are typical of most elementai 
school aged children. They are both in the 
French Bilingual Program and along with an 
enthusiasm for school they share their parent's 
interest in athletics with their own involvement 
in swimming, skating, hockey, soccer and music 
activities. Often the’ backyard is filled with 
neighborhood children engaged in some 
boisterous play endeavors. Both boys have taken 
an active interest in the Boy Scout program — 
Neil in Cubs and Craig in Beavers. 

Tt is with continued pride and pleasure that 
Barbara and David watch their children grow 
and mature in their understanding of man and 
his worl 








CRITCHLEY, THE IAN AND AGNES FAMILY 

‘Agnes Kathleen, first daughter of John and 
Janet Sande, was born in the Rocky Mountain 
House Hospital on April 20, 1942. She attended 
school at Beaver Flat, Rocky Mountain House, 
and Edmonton where she graduated. After com 
pleting her high school she worked for several 
years at the Edmonton Centre for the han- 
dicapped. While working there she met Walter 
Tan Critchley who was driving the bus for the 
handicapped to the Centre. In 1964 Ian joined the 
army and was transferred to Kingston, Ontario, 











New Year's Day, 1970 at J. Sande Home. Back row: Ian 
CGieiey, Barbara, Harold and David Sande. Second row: Agnes 
CCrichley, Helen, Barbara, and Janet Sande. Front row: Peter 
(Cechley, Darr and Nel Sande 


the following year. In 1965 Agnes and Ian were 
married and lived at Kingston where Ian was a 
Captain in the Canadian Army. They returned to 
Edmonton in August, 1969. Ian attended Univer- 
sity in the faculty of Education and graduated in 
1973. 

‘They have three sons, Peter Ian born July 
1968; Charles Richard born August, 1972; and 
Michael David born September, 1977. 

When Agnes thinks back to fimes spent with 
her grandparents, she thinks of Grandma 
Sande's homemade butter, and cleaning out the 
wooden butter bowl; of being old enough to be 
allowed to pick raspberries in Grandpa Sande’s 
prized raspberry patch after he was assured that 
she knew how to pick without damaging the 
plants. She remembers being allowed to play 
thelr phonograph with its cylindrical records. 


BILLINGS, THE FAMILY OF LEONARD AND 
MAGDA 

‘Magda Leonora the third daughter of Sigurd 
and Astrid Sande, was born on the homestead on 
May 21, 1917. She got her schooling at Beaver 
Flat and Alhambra, During these years she won 
many awards for outstanding achievements in 
sports. At the Provincial Meet held in Red Deer, 
she placed first for the 100 yard dash, the 440 
yard, and the 880 yard. 

‘On November 30, 1946, she was united in 
marriage to Sgt. Leonard LeRoy Billings of 
Spokane, Washington. 

‘They are blessed with two daughters: 
Beverley Lee, born September 8, 1948 and 
Eleanor Sigrid, born April 9, 1955. Beverley and 
Eleanor attended school at Penhold, Innisfail, 
and Red Deer, receiving their high school diplo- 
mas at the Lindsay Thurber High School. After 
graduation, Bev worked as an operator for AGT 
in Red Deer and Calgary. In 1967 Bev was uni- 



























ted in marriage to E. Dwayne Tester and they 
are blessed with two sons, Edwin Grant and 
Gregory Scott. Dwayne has his Master’s degree 
as an electrician and operates his own shop at 
Bowden. 

Eleanor furthered her education by attending 
Humber College in Toronto, graduating with 
honors in public relations, ‘general arts and 
selence. In Toronto she was very active in Big 
Brothers. Four years later she returned to Red 
Deer atid at present she is on the board of direc- 
tors for Big Brothers, and she has enrolled at 
Red Deer College where she plans a four year 
course in education. 

Magda and Leonard reside in Penhold, and 
Magda Is cooking at Autumn Glen Lodge in In- 
nisfall 
SANDE, THE LEONORD AND AUDREY 
FAMILY 

‘Leonord S. Sande, the fifth child of Sigurd and 
Astrid Sande, was born on March 9, 1920, and 
grew up in the Leslieville district. He received 
his education in the Beaver Flat school district. 
He enjoyed competing in track and field events 
in Central Alberta, receiving many ribbons and 
two trophy cups for his efforts. 

‘After the Second World War was declared 
Leonord joined the Royal Canadian Air Force, 
and served for four and a half years. During his 
years of service, he attained the rank of Flight- 
Sergeant. Following the War, he returned to the 
Leslieville district and purchased a farm, after 
marrying Audrey Kathleen Colbeck in Van- 
couver, B.C. Prior to their marriage, Audrey 
was employed as a dressmaker. Leonord and 
Audrey have two sons, Chris and Melvyn. 

Audrey was born in North Bay, Ontario, on 
October 7, 1923. She travelled to the west coast as 
small child with her parents, James and Ethel 
Colbeck. Ethel is a Canadian of Irish descent, 
and James was born in Yorkshire, England, 
coming to Canada with his parents in 1901. Mr. 
and Mrs. Colbeck are in good health, and 
presently reside in Burnaby, B.C. 








SANDE, THE CHRIS J. AND DIANA FAMILY 
Chris J. Sande was born December 8, 1947. He 
grew up on his parents’ farm in the Bingley dis- 
trict. At school age he walked a mile and a half to 
attend the Bingley School where his elementary 
education was achieved. Teachers at that time 
were, Mr, H. Rodgers, Mrs. Loewen, and Mrs. R. 
Brookes. Grades 1 to 6 were taught in this single 
classroom school. The remainder of Chris’ 
education was received in Rocky Mountain 
House where he graduated in 1965. The following 
fall Chris enrolled in a two year Agriculture 
Mechanics Course at the Southern Alberta 
Institute of Technology in Calgary and 
graduated with a diploma in 1967. He then 
returned to the farm where he has worked with 
his father In a cow-calf operation. 
Chris was subsequently married to Diana 










Lynn Study of Kathyrn, Alberta. Before 
marriage she worked in the Holy Cross Hospital 
in Calgary as a Certified Nurses’ Aide, They 
have two sons: Jeffery Allan, born March 29, 
1968, and Kevin James, born August 29, 1970, The 
family resides on the Sigurd Sande home quarter 
(NW 7.-405-W5). Jeff and Kevin attend Rocky 
Elementary School in Rocky Mountain Hous 
Alberta. 


SANDE, THE CLIFFORD MARTIN AND 
MILDRED FAMILY — by Andy Sande 

Clifford Martin Sande, the youngest son of 
Sigurd and Astrid Sande, was born at Rocky 
Mountain House, Alberta, on April 4, 1922. He 
attended Beaver Flat School for part of his 
education. In Red Deer, he received his high 
school education and graduated from the Lind- 
say Thurber Composite High School in 1941. As 
he was awarded for his excellence of mind, the 
same is true for his physical ability, He excelled 
in track and field events where the sportsman 
that he truly was, became very evident. At the 
age of 15 he won 5 provincial track and field 
championships, not to mention the trophies for 
his athletic ability in school. 

His many experiences in life could fill a small 
book and make wonderful stories when he 
reminisced. One such experience involved luck 
as well as bravery. He was a boy of 14 at the 
time. 

“On November 2, 1936, while wandering in 
some woods he came upon a young golden 
eagle in pursuit of a rabbit. In the minutes 
that followed he brought down the bird with a 
big stick, knocking it unconscious and killing 
it. It was a beautiful bird about two years old, 
with a wing span of seven feet. Weighing ap. 
proximately eleven pounds and over two feet 
tall, it had talons that could kill as well as 
carry most any prey. Arnold Crabtree, a local 
taxidermist, stuffed and mounted the bird for 
Clifford,” 

He worked for the Canadian National 
Railway as a tle loader and then became a tie in- 
spector at several points in Alberta and Ontario, 
He was also an employee of the Texaco Oll Com: 
pany for many years. He began as a roustabout 
and later, a battery reader. 

In 1953 on February 21, he married Mildred 














Big Game Horns 1941. The hunters: Clifford and Sigurd Sande, 
Knut Sunde, J. Groseih (missing from picture) Admiring the 
hors: Alma’ Sunde, Janet, Svanhlld snd Magda Sande, John and 
Janet Sande's house in the background 



















Patricia Yurkiw of Radway, Alberta. Before her 
marriage, Mildred had worked in Edmonton, 
Later they moved to his farm the SW 25-40-6-W5 
approximately 15 miles northeast of Rocky 
Mountain House. He had purchased this property 
earlier from Frank Larsgard, 


SANDE, THE ANDREW DENNIS FAMILY — 
Autobiography by Andy Sande 

I am the oldest of Clifford’s and Mildred’s 
children. Twas born September 11, 1954 In Sioux 
Lookout, Ontario. I was six weeks old when my 
father, who worked for the C.N.R. in Ontario 
moved my mother and me back to Alberta to live 
on a farm. My parents had three more children 
born to them. Donald Brian on March 13, 195% 
Linda Anne on May 28, 1960, and Stephen Martin 
on February 2, 1965. 

Iwas atiending Rocky Elementary when my 
father died on February 7, 1965. Mother decided 
to raise us in the city and so she moved her young 
family to Edmonton, where the family still 
resides. She bought a’ modern home in the city 
and worked hard caring for her family and grow- 
ing a big garden. It is not easy to be a single 
parent and raise a young family, but Mother 
deserves a lot of credit for helping us to get 
where we are today 

L attended McArthur Elementary School for 
three years, then went to Wellington Jr. High 
School also for three years. It was there that I 
participated in sports to any degree. Iwas taught 
by my parents and close relatives that 
sportsmanship was far more important than 
winning or losing. Although I was never pushed 
by those around me I was near or at the top of 
most athletic endeavors. 

In 1973 I graduated from Queen Elizabeth 
Composite High School. While attending school I 
did not make it to the provincials in “Track and 
Field” as my father did, (and won 5 medals) but 
T came close, and recelved many ribbons for my 
efforts. I also took on a part-time job in grade 
eleven, working at Canada Safeway. Later I 
made it my career. I had many fields of educa- 
tion open to me and probably could have had any 
one of a dozen careers, but it was not practical at 
the time and therefore I went another way in 
life, 

‘On September 8, 1975, I married Susan Mary 
Keeler, and now reside in Edmonton, We have 
two children, Beatrice Ann Keeler, by Susan's 
first marriage, who will be 10 years old May 11, 
1978. We also have one of our own, Richele Jane, 
born to us on December 29 of 1976. 

Tam now part of the department manage- 
ment of Canada Safeway. I am very happy with 
my new family and job, and enjoy both respec- 
tively. My one dream in life is to have a dairy 
farm and to have my family grow up and ex- 
perience life the way my father wished his faml- 
ly to do. 

Donald Brian Sande was born on March 13, 
1957 in Rocky Mountain House, He attended 























Rocky Elementary, McArthur Elementary, 
Wellington Jr. High School, and Queen Elizabeth 
Composite High School in'Edmonton. Don was 
prominant in sports both in school and in the 
community. He has received many ribbons, 
medals and trophies for both himself and his 
teams’ efforts. Don also has a Hunter Training 
Conservation certificate from the communit; 

Don now has most of the training from N.A.LT. 
needed to be a motor mechanic. He Is employed 
at one of Texaco’s Service Stations in Edmonton 
and is engaged to be married in the near future. 

Linda Anne Sande, the only daughter of Clift 
and Mildred, was born on May 28, 1960. She 
attended McArthur Elementary, Wellington Jr. 
High School, and Queen Elizabeth Composite 
High School 'in Edmonton, She was a Brownie 
and a Gulde with the 58th Pack in the Church of 
the Good Shepherd. She participated in school 
and community sports. She also has her Hunter 
‘Training Conservation certificate from the com- 
munity. She too Is to be married in the near 
future. 

Stephen Martin, the youngest son of Clttord 
and Mildred Sande was born February 2, 1965, in 
Eekville, He attended McArthur Elementary, 
and is now attending Wellington Jr. High School. 
He was active in Cubs and Scouts in the 112th 
Pack. Steve is also active in school and com- 
munity sports. His favorite sport is soccer and he 
has been on several city championship teams. 
He has taken over as the man of the house now 
that his sister and brothers have left to start on 
their own, He has several small jobs around the 
community one of which is delivering the city 
“Journal”. Although his future did not look too 
good at first having lost his father when he was 
only five days old, he is accepting life and its ex. 
periences very well and his family is very proud 
of him. 














GEORGE SCHIEB AND FAMILY 

‘The pioneer days had passed and the country 
was well settled when the George Schieb family 
arrived at Leslieville in 1928, They bought and 
settled on the farm of the late Amos Norem, four 
and one-half miles north of town. 

George, of German parents, was born in 
Defiance, Ohio, on October 7, 1886, later moving 
to North Dakota. In March, 1909, he came to 
Alberta and took a homestead at Winnifred 
where he farmed for ten years and took part in 
many community activities. 

He was united in marriage to Evalena 
LaMarsh on October 17, 1919. Evalena, (a cousin 
of the well known Judy LaMarsh) came west 
from Wheatley, Ontario, with her family in 1910 
to settle on a homestead at Winnifred, Alberta. 

‘The Schiebs after their marriage farmed for a 
while then spent some time at Empress, Alberta. 
After spending a few years in the lumber in- 
dustry in British Columbia and Idaho, they 
settled in Leslieville, 


‘There were two children, Lucille and Garth, 
who recelved their education in rural schools. 

Lucille married Neil Smith in 1938 and they 
still farm in the community. They raised a fami- 
ly of seven children, four girls and three boys, 
most of whom still reside in the area or close by. 

Garth took high school In Red Deer and I 
graduated from SAIT as an aeronautical 
engineer, He spent twelve years with Canadair 
in Montreal where he married Louise Doyle. 
‘They have two sons and now reside in Calgary. 

Soon after the Schiebs arrived in Leslieville 
the depression set in, but the mixed farm proved 
to be a good place to ride it out — never a lack of 
food, supplemented by wild fruit, which was 
plentiful in those days. 

‘The friendly, helpful, spirit of the many 
wonderful neighbours helped each other through 
the trying times. Everyone was always ready 
with a helpful hand and an encouraging word 
where needed. 














‘The 55th Wedding Anniversary of George and Evalina Schibe 


In 1937, the family moved to a rented farm 
owned by George Cummerford, one mile west 
and one and one-half miles north of Leslieville, 
across the road from Campbell School. A few 
years later they bought a farm two and one-half 
miles south of town, from Charlie Frost where 
they continued in mixed farming until retire- 
ment in 1962 to the village of Leslieville. In 
November, 1965, they moved to the Twilight 
Village in Red Deer where they resided comfor- 
tably and happily among many former friends 
and lots of new ones. 

George passed away recently — June 5, 1977, 
in his ninety-first year. Evalena resides in The 
Pines Lodge, Red Deer, and continues to enjoy 
handwork, reading, sewing, and visiting with her 
many friends. 


THE EDWARD LEWIS SIMS FAMILY — (by 
Mamie L. Green) 

‘The Sims family was one of the first settlers 
in the Beaver Flat district. Mr. Edward Lewis 
Sims and his wife, Rosa May, with six children 











homesteaded in 1906. Claude Hilton was the 
oldest Sims child; then came Mabel Loraine, 
Mildred Elizabeth, Emmanuel Edward, Muriel 
Verna and Mamie Letitia, the baby, three 
months old. In 1908 they moved back to Red Deer 
for the winter where Mary Alexandra was born 
on December 8. Mr. Ed Sims worked for the city 
of Red Deer that winter hauling coal up the Red 
Deer River and the thermometer dropped to 70° 
below zero. Mr. Sims had built a one-room log 
house and a barn in 1906 and they moved back 
from Red Deer in the spring, 1909, He helped to 
build the Beaver Flat log school house where he 
was one of the first trustees on the school board 
along with Dave Marshall and Ted Frodeen who 
lived south of the school. Mr. Sims had a team of 
bay horses named Dick and Jack and he broke 10 
acres for himself and several other settlers who 
had moved in so they could prove up on their 
homesteads. He broke land for Bill Law, a 
bachelor, west of him, Mr. Cornell, Bill Deering, 
Bob Maconachie, Will Hambrook and Hansen 
who Joined Mr. Sims on the north and many 
others. 

‘They lost one child before birth in 1910 when 
‘Mr. Sims was away working. A grass fire swept 
across from the west and Mrs, Sims lifted a calf 
through the fence to save it and she became very 
fil. ‘The neighbor women, Mrs. Riach and Mrs. 
Wilson, came in to help with the rest of the fam- 
fly. There was no doctor at that time closer than 
Red Deer. 

In March, 1914, their ninth child, Ruth 
Isabelle, was born. They had lost a two-year old 
girl, Neille, from scarlet fever in Troy, Idaho, 
U.S.A. before they moved to Alberta. 

‘The first teacher in Beaver Flat was Miss 
Martin, sister of Angus Martin. The next one was 
Miss Goodmanson, then Mr. Oliver, then Mrs. 
Mitchell. That year the C.N.R. railroad went to 
Nordegg, and Mr. Sims worked on the railroad 
south of the school. Then Bessie Meston who is 
now Mrs. Frank Paiterson living in Rocky Moun 
tain House, taught Beaver Flat three terms. She 
was teaching the year the war broke out in 
August 1914. These teachers taught 30 to 34 pupils 
Grade I to Grade 8 without any help. The inspec- 
tor visited the school once a year. 

Claude Sims, a returned soldier, married An- 
nie Plirainen from the Tiami district and they 
had nine children. 

‘Mabel Sims married Archibald Denbury from 
Calgary and they had four children. 

‘Mildred Sims married Mathew Ramage who 
was a Sergeant in the 187th Battalion in Red Deer 
and they had five children 

Mannie Sims, a returned soldier, married 
Mary Loituri from Oras district and they had six 
children. 

Muriel Sims married Ted Sullivan from 
Calgary and they had only one child. 

Mamie Sims married Alec Green, a returned 
prisoner of war, and son of Mrs. Bert Hilbert and 
they had three children. 
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Mary Sims married Baxter Will of Calgary 
and they had three children. 

Ruth Sims married Angus MacLean of Red 
Deer and they had two children. 

‘The early settlers who came after Mr. Sims 
were: Bill Law, Bert Hilbert — a cowboy, Bob 
Maconochie, Will Hambrook, Mr. and Mrs, Dave 
Marshall, Mr. and Mrs. Cornell, Jack Lowen —a 
cowboy, and Mrs. Jack Lowen, Mr. and Mrs, 
Washburn, The Malcolm’s — the father and 
mother and their three sons: Dave, Donald and 
Leonard, Three Frodeen Brothers, Joe Scott, 
Mr. and’Mrs. McFaul, Billy Rodgers, Mr. and 
Mrs. James Rodgers, Three Turton Brothers, 
The Delaneys, Hansen, Bill Hambleton, Ben 
Kistler, The Riachs, Stanley Wilson who was 
Beaver Flat school secretary-treasurer for 
years; Thorkmans; Harvey McCallum and his 
father, Mr. McCallum, Fred Kirkman, Ben and 
Alf Chinery, Alf Harvey, Ed Poet, and Frank 
Flescher who homesteaded the John Oja place 
and made all the desks for the Beaver Flat 
school 








‘THE PIONEERS 
With an eye to the future 
And faith in their God 
With horses and oxen 
‘They broke up the sod. 
When flies and mosquitoes 
Pester cattle and folks 
‘They built a smudge 
And all smelled like smoke. 
Ducks and geese from the ponds 
Fresh fish from the rivers 
Green herbs from the sod 
‘These meant health to the liver. 
‘The log cabins were sturdy 
With dirt for the floor, 
But the children were healthy, 
What wished they for more. 
Of times in the evening 
When neighbors dropped in 
Before saying "Good-night!”” 
‘They sang parting hymns. 
Let us honor the pioneers 
Both husband and wife 
Our heritage from them 
Is a much richer life. 
‘Mabel L. Denbury 
Dedicated to my parents 
Lewis Edward & Rose May Sims. 
Rocky Mountain House, Alberta 


BE OUR GUEST 
Here's an invite to Alberta, 
Richest country of the West, 
Whatever you are looking for 

We really have the best. 

Bustling towns and roaring cities 
Quiet camps, good eating places 
Where aeroplanes and helicopters 
Ride the upper airland spaces. 





Come to the West 
We have the best 
Be our guest! 
Here the fishing is the grandest 
In our lakes and streams so clear, 
Come with car and tent and boat 
But don’t forget your fishing gear! 
‘You can fly along our highways 
In your auto old or new, 
From our roads as smooth as ribbons 
You will get the grandest view. 
‘Come to the West 
We have the best 
Be our guest! 
Elevators, granaries, bursting 
With the fruit of richest soil, 
And a thousand cattle grazing 
in the country rich in oll 
Come, climb our highest mountains, 
Descend the deepest shaft, 
You may even see a red deer 
With her new-born speckled calf. 
Come to the West 
We have the best 
Be our guest! 
See the prehistoric monsters 
‘That once roamed our boundless plains, 
It’s no flight of foolish fancy 
For their skeletons still remain 
In the Badlands of Drumheller, 
Where these fossils may be found, 
‘The remains of these dread creatures 
Near the Hoodoos, they abound. 
‘Come to the West, 
We have the best 
Be our Guest! 








Mabel L. Denbury 
1966 


SKOVEN, E. — by Earl Skoven 
1, Earl Skoven, was born in Billum, West 
Jutland, Denmark. I came to Hurley,’ South 
Dakota in 1923, and to Canada in 1927. I worked in 
Saskatchewan, and in a lumber camp in Ontario, 
and then in Southern Alberta for a year or two. 
Finally I came to the north Leslieville area in 
11930, in the fall. My brother, Svend Skoven, and I 
bought the former Ben Austin homestead, the 
‘SW 3-41.5-W5. A few years later Svend bought my 
share of this land and I bought another quarter 
north west, the former Billy Barton quarter NE 
4-41.5.W5, where I have continued to live. 

On July 12 1941 I married Jenny Peever. We 
have a family of three daughters, and eight 
grandchildren. On October 22 1943 we were 
blessed with twin daughters, EVELYN, she is 
married to Herman Bolze and lives in Rocky 
Mountain House. Their children are David, 
‘Trevor and Shannon. 

ESTHER, married Leonard Mulholland and 
lives west of Mundare. Their children are Bobby, 
Carol, and Dianne. 

EARLENE married Allen Field and lives at 
St. Albert, with children Kevin and Monica, 
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Since retirement my wife and I moved to an 
apartment in Rocky Mountain House for one 
winter, but we like the country living, so we 
purchased a modern mobile home and are con- 
tinuing to enjoy a quiet life out on the land I 
bought over 40 years ago. 


SKOVEN, S 

‘Svend (Slim) Skoven Kristenson was born in 
1904 in Billum, Denmark. He immigrated to the 
United States with his brother Earl in 1923. He 
came to Canada in 1928 and went to work on a 
farm in Mair, Saskatchewan. During his years in 
the States and Canada, he spent time working in 
lumber camps, on rail road work, and several 
farm jobs. 

Tn 1930 Svend came to Leslieville and bought 
land nine miles north west of Leslieville. It was 
‘the former Ben Austin quarter SW 341-5. After 
buying the farm he went out to work part time at 
Dalmead, where he met his future wife, 
Christina Walters. She was working in the area 
also. They were married about 1932 and moved 
back to the farm. 

‘The rest of their years were spent farming 
and logging. Two children were born, Marie and 
Walter. The children went to school at 
Washington Heights. 

Tn 1950 Christina passed away. Svend passed 
away July 11, 1976 at the age of 72 years. MARTE 
left for Calgary In 1952 to work at the 
Sanatorium. Later she married and moved to 
British Columbla, where her three chidren were 
born. In 1977 she returned to the Leslieville area 
to live on the NE 3-41-5 W5 one of the quarters 
formerly owned by her dad. WALTER worked 
for Standard Gravel for some years. In 1968 he 
met and married Aldonna Luyckfassell of the 
Bingley district and they started farming the 
home place and the NW 3, Walter and Aldonna 
have one daughter, Collene, born in 1975. 








SMITH, P. A. — by Ed Smith 

Ed Smith, eldest son, is writing this history of 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Smith, and 
grandparenis, Mr. and Mrs. T. W. Shaw, and Un- 
cle Mr. G. Shaw, 

In i9ii my father, grandfather and uncle 
came from Barrie,’Ontario, and took up 
homesteading and built a house to live in. Tame 
out in 1912 with my mother, little sister, Kit and 
grandmother. I was four years old, and the only 
thing I remember was sitiing In the wagon while 
they loaded on a barrel churn in front of a big 
brick building in Red Deer; this was the building 
where Dr. Long, the dentist, had his office, but is 
now torn down. However, we did not come from 
Red Deer with oxen. I think the men drove the 
oxen and the women and children came with the 
mailman, (his name was Foster) who had a 
team of roan horses on a democrat. I remember 
our grandmother's hat being knocked off going 
under some bushes. 














Our grandfather had a house built, but he had 
built it on the wrong quarter so he had to move it. 
Logs, which had been hewed out to build a barn 
with, were strung out on which to move the house 
to the right quarter of land. A stump puller and 
an ox were used to move it. 

P. A. Smith homestead, N.E, 9-40-45; 'T. W. 
Shaw homestead, S.E. 9-40-45; G. J. Shaw 
homestead, N.W. 9.40-4-5; Fred Bott, Sr., 
homestead, S.W. 940-455, 

‘These neighbours had homes near by; Vie 
Green on the south and Fred Bott on the west of 
Shaw’s. Kirkmen lived on the east of the Smith 
homestead. Carpenter lived on the north of G. J. 
Shaw's and Robert Eckford cornered the G. J. 
Shaw quarter. 

Robert Eckford was the brother of the G. E. 
T. Eckford, for whom Eckville was named. He 
homesteaded just north of Eckville and the land 
is now owned by Ernest S. Barlund. 

‘There was no school when we first came to the 
homestead. I was 10 years old and my sister Kit 
was six before we started school. We walked two- 
and-one-half miles through solid bush on a cow 
path, but school lasted for only two or three 
months in the summer. I remember one teacher 
named Ludwig. He was real stern; he came from 
Germany. This was during the first World War. 
‘One morning he had a bag of cookies and passed 
them around to the children. When he came to 
Maureen Pepper, she asked him if they were 
poison, because he was from Germany and the 
war was still on. 

In 1918 our brother Neil came along and in 
1919 our grandmother passed away. In 1920 the 
family moved from the homestead to a farm they 
bought from Dave Taylor. This farm was nearer 
to town and also to the Blueberry School. The 
homestead was about eight miles from 
Leslieville. There was no road in those days. 

Many times we could not get home from 
school because of bush fires. Sometimes we 
stayed with people that lived near the school 
One time there was a hail storm which 
came up as we were going home. We were just by 
Robert Eckford’s place, so we stayed there until 
it was over. Mr. Eekford now owned the team of 
horses that Foster, the mailman, had used to br- 
ing the mail from Red Deer. There was no 

jiroad at that time; it was just being built in 











1912, 

Tn 1922 our sister Rhoda arrived. In 1930 our 
grandfather passed away. 

Our mother was secretary for Blueberry 
School for many years. I had the janitor job at 
83¢ a month, but do not remember for how long. 

In those days we threshed our own crops with 
a threshing machine and tractor and a crew of 
men, The farmers would help each other until all 
the neighbor's crops were threshed. 

‘To keep warm in winter we gathered a huge 
pile of trees then quite a few neighbours would 
help each other, saw up the wood, making a saw- 
ing crew of about six men. The womenfoik were 
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kept busy cooking, providing everyone with plen- 
ty of good home-cooked food to eat. 

There were lots of deer and some bears on the 
homestead. Deer would stand on the path on the 
way to school and we had to walk around them. 

One time Harold Arnold and I went to Wood 
Lake, found a boat, paddled out to the middle and 
jumped in and had a swim, then continued on to 
the other side. We left the boat and walked 
back. The owner of the boat, Mr. Henry 
Lindgren, was waiting and made us bring it 
back. 

We also had a black dog named Sam. He 
would run around and scare grouse into trees 
and then bark. All we had to do was pick them 
out of the trees with a .22 rifle. I still have this 
gun. The grouse were then stuffed with dressing 
and roasted and tasted real good. 

In 1933 our sister Doris was born. She used to 
love riding a horse. One day, in 1952, her horse 
stumbled and she was hurt’so badly that she 
passed away. 

Tn 1939 our mother passed away and in 1956 
our father passed away. 

We, the Ed Smith family, live on the west half 
of 19-39-4-W5, We own three quarters and have 
lived and farmed for 44 years. The land original- 
ly was the homestead of Herb Card and Ander- 
son and Reily. Leslieville was named after Leslie 
Reily, the son of John Reiley. 

Iremember seeing my first threshing outfit. I 

was working on the Kirkman homestead. The 
engine was a one cylinder upright Stickney and a 
hand fed wooden separator. This was owned by 
Molander and Stridsberg of Eckville. Later, I 
owned a threshing oufit and did threshing around 
the country for about 20 years. Mr. George 
Johnston, our neighbour, used to haul bundles for 
us and then he would get his threshing done. 
While we were threshing on his farm, George 
would always be driving around in his buggy, 
bringing out lunch, and what not. One day the 
doys took all the nuts out of his buggy wheels. He 
did not know this, and even though he drove 
around all day the wheels did not come off. I 
guess the joke was on us! At this time, threshing 
was done by the hour. One of the men went to get 
a drink of water and George said to me, ‘There 
goes some of my money.”” Another time someone 
put a dead cat under George's pillow in the bunk 
house where the threshing crew slept. He slept 
on it for a week before he found it. 
‘There were lots of hard times in the thirties 
everyone especially when you were just star- 
ting to farm on rented land, even though we grew 
most of our own food. 

In the year 1933 I was married to Mary Men- 
zies. Our first child was Iris Lorraine. The se- 
cond child is Phyllis Mary. Our girls went to 
school in Lesiteviije School, since we lived in the 
Leslieville district. The girls are both married, 
to John and Ensio Schroderus, arid have given us 
six grandchildren. 

Lorraine and John Schroderus’ children’s 











names are Karen, Lorne, Julle and Loralie. They 
live in Eckville, except for Karen, who lives in 
Red Deer where she is employed. 

Phyllis and Ensio Schroderus’ children's 
names are Kenneth and Audrey. They live In the 
Leslieville district, Kenneth now works in Red 
Deer. 

Karen, our oldest granddaughter, is married 
to Robin Tolonen. They live in Red Deer. 

In the year 1936, my sister Kit, was married to 
Louie Henderson, of Penhold. Their two children 
are Peggy and Betty, and now have seven 
grandchildren. They own a garage and gravel 
trucks. Louls passed away 21 years ago. 

‘The girls went to school at Penhold. Peggy 
married Lou Boudreau, and Betty married Ray- 
mond Strickland. 

Peggy and Lou Boudreau’s children’s names 
are Annette, Michael and Cheryl. They reside in 
Trenton, Ontario, 

‘Betty and Raymond Strickland’s children’s 
names are Mark, Lorie, Shannon and Leanne. 
‘They live in the Penhold district. 

In 1938 Neil was married to Lucille Scheib, 
both of Leslieville, and reside on the farm where 
all the Smith children were raised. Their 
children are Sharon, Leslie, Linda, Victor, 
Peter, Rhoda and Pamela. The children went to 
school at Blueberry, Leslieville and David 
Thompson. Five of Neil and Lucille’s children 
are married, and have given Neil and Lucille 
nine grandchildren. 

Sharon and Marvin's children’s names are 
Dean and Heather. They have recently moved to 
an acreage north of Leslieville, 

Leslie and Sandra Smith’s children’s names 
are Shauna, Kelvin and Kent. They live in 
Wetaskiwin, 

Linda and Don Mockford’s children’s names 
are Sherry and Loralie. They live in the 
Leslieville district. 

Victor and Bonnie Smith's children’s names 
are Todd and Lee. They live in the Leslieville dis. 
trict 

Rhoda and Jim Swinston were married 
recently and lived in Red Deer. 

In the year 1942 Rhoda was married to Bill 
Olaford of Penhold. They now live in Penticton, 
BC. 

















TESKEY, RAYMOND AND IDA — (By Ida 
Teskey) 

Mrs. Mary Teskey and her sons, Raymond, 
Elmer and Leonard came from Meadow Lake, 
Saskatchewan in 1942 to settle in Rocky Moun- 
tain House, Alberta. They bought the property 
where Walter Good had his greenhouse. Ray- 
mond and Leonard worked for some time for 
John Gibson. Then they took out props in the 
area north of Rocky Mountain House and sold 
them in town. They also worked for their uncle, 
Fred Adrain, at the sawmill at Ricinus. Later, 
James Rodgers of the Beaver Flat district 
employed them. 
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In 1946, Raymond bought the SW-26-39-6-W5, 
and in 1947 he bought the NW.26-39-6-W5 from 
Harry and Jim Gault, Raymond cut logs and 
sawed lumber, then built a house on the NW-26- 
39-6-W5. He sold the SW-26-39-6-W5 to Henry 
Stelfox. In 1949, her purchased the NE-27-39-6-W5 
from James Rodgers. This quarter was 
homesteaded by Louis Karlson. 

On July 2, 1949, Raymond David Teskey was 
united in marriage to Florence Ida Rodgers, 
then living on the farm. In 1958 they adopted two 
children, a daughter, Joyce Ida and a son, Brian 
David, 





Ray and Ida Teskey and children, Joyce and Bean 1989. 


Raymond and Ida farmed a half section of 
land and Ida enjoyed working in her big garden 
and raising chickens and turkeys, while Ray. 
mond enjoyed his horses and his dog, Buster. 
Raymond enjoyed fishing and hunting; Ida also 
enjoyed fishing. 

‘In 1973, Joyce Ida was united in marriage to 
Vernon Grosso. They have a son, Nicky. Brian 
works at the Aquitaine Gas Plant located south- 
west of Rocky Mountain House. 

In 1974, Raymond passed away with a heart 
attack at the age of fifty-nine. In April of that 
same year Ida had a farm auction sale and sold 
everyihing. The farm was sold to Kory Idland, 
Ida bought a house in Rocky Mountain House 
where she resides. 





TURTON, HAROLD FAMILY 

Harold Turton was born July 3, 1884 in 
Carlton, Voshire, England. At the age of 21 
years, ‘sailed for America aboard the ship 
Lucania, landing in New York on October 2%, 
1905, After two years at Jacksonville he left on 
the 13th of August, 1907, for Nanaimo, B.C., ar- 
riving on August 9. He worked at the Western 
Fuel Co. Mine for $2.85 a day. In those days one 
could purchase six pairs of slacks for 50¢, a hat 
for 20¢ and a pair of boots for $2.50. 

On January 25, 1908, he homesteaded the NE- 
6-40-5.W5. 


Being fifty miles to the nearest town they 
walked to Red Deer and packed thelr groceries 
back, taking up to two days. One could buy a side 
of bacon for $1.70 or two pounds of steak for 50¢. 
In 1913 he bought an ox from Jim Hall by the 
name of “Spot” for $85. Along with his brother 
George Turton who had the breaking plow, they 
were able to break a few acres for neighbours, 

Later he worked on the concrete plers of the 
present North Saskatchewan railway trestle — 
firing the steamer. 

In the early 1920's Harold married Winifred 
Lawrence who had two children, Frieda and 
Harry. They had a daughter born on January 16, 
1925 whom they named Kathleen. Both mother 
and daughter Kathleen died about one-and-one- 
half years later with tuberculosis. 


Harold Turton. Car purchased from Charlie Read, about 1925, 


He then raised Frieda (Mrs. Henry Cour- 
tright) now residing in Rocky Mountain House 
and Harry Lawrence now of Calgary 

In February of 1939, Florence Kathleen 
Milborrow and Harold Turton were united in 
marriage. Florence came to Canada from 
England at the age of five years with her 
parents’ mother, Mrs. William Hambleton and 
stepfather, William Hambleton. 

Harold’ and Florence had three daughters, 
Hilda born in 1939, (Mrs. Clayton Grosso); Trudy 
born in 1943 (Mrs. Clifford Hall), both residing 
near Rocky Mountain House and Kathleen (Mrs. 
Frank Klein) of Calgary. 

‘The girls attended school at Beaver Flat, a 
distance of two miles away. The School teacher 
then was Miss Rose Erskine and later Mrs. 
Roberta Lynn, 

Florence was a member of the Beaver Flat 
WAL. and Harold a member of the “Knights of 
Columbus" Lodge in Leslieville. 

Being a very avid gardener he took pride in 
his many flower gardens, fruit trees and shrubs. 
Also worth mentioning, ‘along the driveway at 
the farm and still standing are the spruce trees 
and the northwest poplar shelter belt and many 
other trees he planted well over 50 years ago. 

In April of 1957 they had a farm sale, but 
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remained on the farm until November 1958. At 
{his time they retired to Rocky Mountain House. 
‘They remained active in church functions. 
Harold was honorary member of the Anglican 
Vestry. 

Harold Turton passed away December 25, 
1973 at the age of 89 years. 


ZANDER, CARL FAMILY (THE) 

Carl Zander came to Canada in 1912 and 
worked in southern Ontario for a number of 
years before coming to western Canada. He first 
worked as a hired man for a grain farmer in 
southern Saskatchewan and then travelled to Ed- 
monton where he learned a trade as a barber. 
During the Ist World War, he worked in the 
C.P.R. yard in Red Deer. A few years later he 
came to the Leslieville area and bought a 
quarter of land — NW 32-39-5-W5. 

‘Mr. Zander married in 1923 and Carl and his 
wife, Anna, worked hard clearing land and 
evenutually expanding their farming by 
purchasing two more quarters of land — SE 8-40- 
5W5 from the Hudson Bay Co. in 1928 and an- 
other — SE 5-40-5W5 in 1936 from Mr. E. Erits- 
land, 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Zander raised two sons — Max 
who now resides at Rutland, B.C. and Paul who 
lives on the family farm. 

Max and Paul both got thelr schooling at 
Campbell School, that taught through Grade 8. 
‘When Max started school, he didn’t know a word 
of English but Paul, being four years younger, 
learned from his brother 50 found it easier. They 
walked two miles to school each day unless the 
weather was too severe. While attending school, 
they also got the chance to learn to swim in the 
creek nearby during their noon hours, and had 
many happy hours of fun on the Butte hill near- 
by. During the summer months, they also 
attended Sunday School in the school house 
which Rev. Bob Young conducted. 

After Max and Paul finished school, they 
started logging, having lumber sawed and 
erected new buildings on the farm. All the 
buildings on the farm today, have been built 
from their own lumber with’ the exception of 
thelr home. 

‘Max, a journeyman welder, left the farm in 
1962 and moved to Rocky Mountain House. He 
married in 1970 and in 1974, he and his wife, Ann, 
moved to Rutland, where they now reside. 

Paul married the former Helen Stelfox of 
Rocky Mountain House in 1953 and they raised 
two children — Pat and Don. Both children 
received thelr education at the Leslieville 
Elementary and David Thompson High Schools. 
Pat married Don Dirsten of Leslieville in 1974. 
Don moved to Red Deer in 1974 where he is 
employed. 

Carl Zander passed away in 1961 after a 
lengthy illness at the age of 73 years. Anna 
Zander passed away in 1969 at the age of 8 
years. 











seats : 
‘cast Zander and son Max with Mr Crawford. Cat's fist ine of 
machinery, about 1580, Taken on main et of Levi 


Inside cover and coupons of Ration Book 6 issued by the 
Ration Adeinistation = Wartime Prices and Trade Board. 


Lesivile statin soon after the railway came to Leslieville. 
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Pung the grain bundles in stacks which wil be threshed later 
inthe fll or by the beginning of the next year. On the Link Boyer 
Nomestead, 





“Threshing separator and steam engine, 
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CChares and Wiliam Tnorkman londing tooks, 1942 


Moving threshing outfit 








‘Albert Molander Trucking, This tuck took thre gallos of ga to 
‘come from Calgary. 





Three whee! Emerson uscter owned by the Hub family, 
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AMBURS, JAKE AND KATE 
Jake and Kate Amburs with children Chloe, 
Walter, Lester, and Jimmy came from Kansas, 
U.S.A. in 1907 to homestead the S.E. 34-40-4-W5. 
‘They brought horses, cows, and a few household 
effects and a wagon. As most pioneers did, they 
likely came to Lacombe by rail and drove out to 
the valley. They built a one-roomed log house 
and barn, also a large root cellar in the hillside 
possibly fearing the cyclones of Kansas. 

‘Thelma was born in 1911. Mrs. Amburs took 
time to cut up yards of American cotton print 
and pieced quilts by hand. They were hard work- 

ig people raising horses, cattle, pigs and 
chickens. They also had a very good garden. 

Both were very good neighbors, and like all 
the pioneers were very happy, even though times 
were hard. 

Chloe, Walter, and Lester attended Medicine 
Valley School when it opened In 1913. 

In 1916 they sold the farm and rented the $.E. 
6-41-3.W5 for several years. Later they moved to 
Montana where they had a sheep ranch. Another 
boy, Jake, was born there. He was killed when in 
training in the U.S. Army in Alaska about 1944, 

Chloe married and lived in Montana as did 
Walter and Lester. Jimmy never married, 
‘Thelma married and lived in Washington. Lester 
died in 1956 and Mr. Amburs passed away in 
1958. Mrs. Amburs had died several years 
before. 








ANDERSON, JOHN 
John Anderson came from Fargo, North 
Dakota in 1910, a well-dressed mannerly young 
man who homesteaded SE 6-41-4-W5. Clearing 
the land with axe and grubhoe as others did 

He was a well-known horse trader who always 
had to have a few dollars to boot on a deal 

He farmed with horses and when they became 
too old to work, he would butcher them for meat. 
It amused him to serve It when someone stopped 
infor a meal and tell them later that it was horse 
meat. 

Reg and Mina Mason and family moved there 
to take care of him. He signed the farm over to 
them, 

‘On Christmas day, 1953, he was burned when 





his small house burnt down, dying in hospital at 
age 80 years, 

Reg sold to John Pickering who later sold to 
Rierson Brothers. 


ANDERSON BROTHERS 

Oscar Anderson came out from Sweden in 
1909 to homestead the N.E. 5-41-4-W5. He put up 
some buildings, started ciearing land and got 
some livestock. 

In 1913 his brother, Andrew, came and filed on 
S.W. 9-41-4-W5, 

Hie and Oscar always lived together and never 
married. They were wonderful neighbors and 
liked by all who knew them. 

‘They raised good cattle, As the farm was very 
isolated they were very unruly when strangers 
came. In 1929 they sold two seven year old 
Hereford steers by getting them in a small cor- 
ral. They were able to get them loaded in a truck 
chaining each as they weighed 1800 pounds each 
with a tremendous spread of horns. The Kootuk 
stock yards were busy controlling them until 
they could be shipped. 

‘They also owned a jackass that could be 
heard across the valley. 

Andrew passed away in 1941. Soon after, 
Oscar made his home with Gus and Emma 
Nygard until he passed away in 1947. He left his 


































farm to Gus and Andrews to Lyle Engen, who 
had always been loyal friends to them. Jim Law- 
ton now owns Andrew's farm. 


BARDENHAGEN, CARSON AND ALMA — by 
Joan Maddox 

Carson came from Minnesota, U.S. 
Lacombe about 1906, He worked at various 
in Alberta. Later making his home with his 
parents at Gilby. 

In 1918 he married Alma Maddox of Gilby. 
‘They worked near Calgary and later Vernon, 
British Columbia; where their only daughter 
Evelyn was born. 

In 1921 they rented the SE 34-40-4-W5. Carson 
worked on local road construction that summer. 
‘They had bought horses and a few cattle. 

In 1922 they moved to Winfield, Alberta to a 
homestead which they sold in 1929, returning to 
Gilby to rent land until 1930 when they bought the 
W% 13-40-4-W5 from J. Simmons. 

‘Evelyn rode four miles to the Medicine Valley 
school, having had very little schooling before. 

‘They put up a set of buildings and improved 
the farm land. 
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‘carson and Alma Bardenhagen’s prandcildren Cora Lynn and 
Alma Lee. 


In 1953 they rented the land and bought a 
house in Eckville. They sold the farm to Fred 
Pregoda in 1959. Carson spent a year in the 
Rimbey Three Way Home passing away in 1965. 
‘Alma’s health was failing, she spent some time 
in the hospital, later going to the Red Deer Nur- 
sing Home. She passed away in December, 1971. 
‘They had three grandchildren. 








BARNES, EDGIL HERSHEL 
T have been told I was two years old when I 
‘went North, so I don’t remember anything about 
the trip. I was four years old when we moved to 
the Amburs place, about one-half mile from the 
school. We didn’t stay there very long; we soon 
moved back home. It seemed my folks always 
had to be on the move — I never knew why. 

I don’t remember my first teacher because 
World War I was going strong and teachers 
didn't stay long. We had cattle thieves and cow- 
boys. One teacher I have never forgotten was 
Mr. Frame. He ruled by the stick! My last 
teacher was Miss Dobbs. That was in 1923, 

Once I went out to rope a cow and the rope 
stuck to the saddle horn. My horse fell with me. I 
don’t know how long I was unconscious, but Iwas 
tough at 12 years of age. I would ride anything, 
but I haven't roped anything since that episode. 
On April 15, 1919, while at school we could hear a 
bad storm coming. My brother and I had four 
milles to walk to get home from school. We made 
ithome all right, but we got very cold on the four- 
mile trip. We stayed on the north side of a fence 
so we wouldn't get lost. 

We made one more move — to the Kates place 
for the winter. This was a bad winter with lots of 
snow and ice. I attended school for a short time 
that year before we moved back home again. We 
had lots of fun skating and going places. I can 
still see the tin barn and granary and the grove of 
trees in front of the house. I remember pumping 
water by hand. We had a big water tank to keep 
full. We always had plenty to do. My mother 
taught me to milk cows when I was seven years 
old, I remember the flu, as I fell i with it. knew 
if Thad a cup of cream I would get well, but no 
one had a cow milking then. So I didn’t get any 
cream, but I’m still here! 

T would surely like to go back and see the old 
place, but I know it would be different now! We 
used to drive old Queen to Eckville with George 
once a week to take butter and cream to sell. 
That was a distance of 12 miles. The roads 
weren't very good — usually either dusty or 
muddy. I remember when my father moved the 
house away from the barn. It took four horses to 
pull it. I attended school at Medicine Valley 
School, and I remember the names of the boys 
and gitls we went to school with throughout the 
years. Gilby was the post office and store. We 
used to have a lot of fun there at dances and par- 
ties. We eventually moved away from that area 
because my mother wanted to come back to 
Oregon, and I am still living in Oregon. 

Tremember getting ice from Wood Lake, so 
we could have ice to use all summer. That was a 
cold job! It was frozen about three feet deep, and 
had to be sawed by hand. We used to trap 
muskrats and weasels at Wood Lake, also. Usual- 
ly we didn’t make much money trapping because 
It was so cold, and often the snow was too deep. 

Twas married in 1936. My wife, Ruth, and I 
have two girls and one boy — Pat, Bill and Myr- 

















tle, They are gone trom home now, and just the 
two of us are here. We have three grand- 
daughters and two grandsons. We have now been 
married for over 40 years. My wife is from 
Wyoming, U.S.A. I had been working in Oregon 
but left there ‘and went to work in a mine in 
Wyoming, in 1936. After I was married I came 
back to Oregon and went to work falling timber. I 
stayed with that job until after World War II and 
then T shipped out to Guam for one year. After 
that I came back to Wyoming to work on con- 
struction work, building bridges, dams, schools, 
roads and paper mills, doing carpenter's work 
and form-setting. My wife raised the children as 
Iwas gone most of the time on a job. All I did 
was work hard, but I never got rich. However, 
I'm happy the way things are now. 

‘One year we made a trip to Texas. We stopped 
at Hereford and I worked on a school and a grain 
elevator. Then we came back to Wyoming. I 
tried farming for one year in Wyoming while I 
worked on a dam and power house, but soon gave 
that up and went back to Salem, Oregon. Here I 
worked at harvesting prunes and working in the 
woods again. I never seem to stay on a job very 
long, as I like a change. 

Now I have retired and am living in Saint 
Helens, Oregon, until I can move to a better 
place. There is lots of good fishing here, but I do 
not go fishing. I like to hunt, but am not able to 
shoot a gun any more because of doctor's orders. 
We are just living and enjoying our retirement. 


BARNES, JOHN AND WIFE, PAMELIA — by 
‘Mabel Barnes Simmons 

John William Barnes was born In Erie, Kan. 
sas, U.S.A. on October 5, 1870. He crossed the 
plains with his parents by ox cart in 1876 and the 
family settled in Union County, Oregon. Mother 
was born on June 26, near Joplin, Missouri, and 
crossed the plains by covered wagon train in 
1888. Her folks settled at Eugene, Oregon. 

‘My folks were married on July 3, 1893. Dad 
took a timber claim near Mohawk, Oregon. They 
had two children while living there, and had lost 
a small child. Clarence, our older brother, was 
born while they were visiting father’s folks at 
‘Mohawk. 

During the time the folks lived on the timber 
claims the Cleveland panic was on. There was no 
work, money, or food, and the settlers and their 
families nearly starved. Their only food was 
what they could raise in their gardens and the 
wild game that they were able to get. In 1899 dad 
decided to go to eastern Oregon, near Prinville, 
and homestead. He sold his rights to the timber 


(Clarence Barnes, 


claim, bought a team and wagon, loaded 
everything they owned on it, trailed a cow, hada 
pig in a crate, and started across the Cascade 
Mountains. 

Dad filed on his homestead, built a 12 by 18- 
foot shack, and moved the family in, He then 
went back to work. Mother was a small, young 
mother, afraid of everything, so life was rough 
for her. Her folks lived up the valley about five 
miles away. 

Twas born on the homestead — the fifth child 
born to my parents within a period of six and a 
half years. The country was hot and dry; the best 
crops raised were sand toads and children. The 
midwife who helped at my birth charged the 
folks a 50 pound sack of flour. 

We spent our school days in Eugene, Oregon. 
In 1913 the folks decided to immigrate to Canada, 
where there was free range. The pioneer blood 
was flowing in dad — he just had to go deeper 
into the new land. On July 4 we had spent our last 
celebration in the States for a long time. The next 
day our wagon was loaded and we were on our 
way across the mountains again, to eastern 
Oregon, to stay with mother’s mother while dad 
went into Canada to locate a new place. 

On July 27, 1913 our dad took a few belongings 
and started walking across country to Madras, 
Oregon, where he would catch a train which 
would take him to the north land, across the 
border, into Canada. He arrived at Lacombe, in 
a few days. There he met an old fellow named 
Bill Long, who was tired of the loneliness and 
‘wanted out. Dad had found the thing he was look- 
ing for! He had never seen Mr. Long’s place, but 
fell in love with the country around Lacombe. So 
they traded places, without dad even seeing the 
land or buildings. 

Dad sent for us to come. Mother and six of us 
children arrived in Lacombe on September 27. 
Nellie was married by this time, so she stayed 
behind, at Eugene. The next day'we, along with 
everything we owned, were again loaded onto a 
wagon and at day-break we started for the farm, 
For us, it was_a trip into the unknown! We 
traveled around big lakes, over corduroy roads, 
and reached the farm in time to look it over 
before night set in. We thought it was beautiful! 
‘The buildings were good (the house was joined to 
the barn on the north), the fences were good, and 
we had one of the best wells in the country. 

We older children went to school on the next 
day after we arrived at the farm, on Friday, in 
order to find out the supplies we needed. In those 
days your parents furnished all your supplies. 
We had a man teacher who didn’t like the 
neighbors across the border, so we got off to a 
bad start. However, he wasn’t hired to teach 
there the next year. 

Father had to go to work the next day, leaving 
mother and we six children, ranging from two 
years to 14 years in age, alone in a strange land, 
‘There was no lock on the door — only a wooden 
button. We were all sitting around by lamp light, 











when something drew our attention. There, 
against the window, was a man’s face. Mother 
blew out the light, hurried to put a chair under 
the door knob, and to this day we have no idea 
who it was. Needless to say, we didn’t sleep any 
that night! Dad worked until winter set in. When 
he came home he brought a supply of flour, 
coffee, sugar and lard, and a lot of other small 
articles of food. Believe me, it was a good thing 
he did, for the winter was long and cold. As for 
meat, ‘there was rabbits, prairie chickens and 
partridge. You could fish through the ice. We 
trapped the birds in order to save the ammuni- 
tion. 

Our neighbors were a mile each way — 
Engens on the west and Simmons’ on the south. 
Bardenhagens were southeast, Jewels to the 
east, and Sestraps to the northeast. The Engens 
had ‘three children, two boys and one girl, who 
were near our ages. Mrs. Engen had another 
child in the spring, but something went wrong 
and she passed away, leaving her family and her 
new baby girl. My mother felt very bad about 
this, and tried to help all she could. Our two 
families were always very close. 





‘Barnes Family. 


We grew, as all young people do. We walked 
three miles’ to school and in the winters our 
lunches often froze, and we along with them! 
However, the country was beautiful. There were 
dances, school programs, box socials, and each 
year, on the 24th of May, Eckville always had a 
celebration which we never missed. We made 
our own fun, and sometimes took such chances 
that we wondered sometimes, how we made it. 
AS the saying goes, it was’ “‘survival of the 
fittest”, yet we all stayed well 

‘Then came World War I. We all worked a lit- 
tle harder while the men folks went off to war. 
Bessie, Clarence and I all worked out, when 
there was no school. I worked east of Lacombe 
for eight dollars a month. I got up at five a.m. 
and went to bed at 10 p.m. I stayed there 10 
months. It had been agreed that I was to go to 


870 





John and Parca Barnes Sh Anniversary 


‘school, too, but the lady of the house managed it 
so I never went for even one day. I was only 50 
miles from home, but it took four days to get 
there, 

‘Mother and dad lived on the old home place 
until 1925, Mother wanted to go back to the States 
to be near her mother. So the folks had a sale and 
moved back to Salem, Oregon. Dad passed away 
on August 3, 1943 and mother in July, 1962. 

‘There are many, many things to tell about. 
Some were alittle rough, but most were good. I'll 
write a short story about the young people of the 
Barnes family. 


THE CHILDREN OF JOHN AND PAMELA 
BARNES — by Mabel Barnes Simmons 

Bessie Barnes was 1d years old when her folks 
moved to Canada from Oregon, U.S.A. She 
worked hard on the ranch, and also worked out a 
lot. She never really liked the valley, yet she 
spoke kindly about her early years later in life. 
In 1918 she married Johnny Adamson, who was a 
rancher near Rimbey. They later lived in 
Rimbey. John had three children — a daughter 
and two Sons — who are all lovely people and 
seem just like our own, Bessie and Johnny later 
had a daughter, who was a blessing to all of us. 
‘After some years they moved to Salem, Oregon, 
in order to be near Grace. Bessie spent her last 
days there, passing away in the early 1970's. 

‘Clarence left the farm in Canada to make his 
way in the world. He spent some time journeying. 
around, later working in the forests in Idaho, 
U.S.A. ‘He also supervised crews of Civilian 
Conservation Corps boys. This was a project set 
up by the U.S. Government to provide work for 
young men during the depression years. 
Clarence met and married a girl from Idaho. 
They have a son and a daughter and four 
grandchildren. Clarence lives at Lebanon, 








Oregon, where he is retired. His health is not too 
good, but he is happy. 

‘AS for myself, Mabel, I've been back and 
forth, so haven’t lost contact with Canada. Ihave 
‘two sons and one daughter. James has three sons 
and one daughter; Bill is single; Janice lives in 
Oregon and has two sons and a daughter. There 
is more of my history in Simmons’ story. 

Johnny was a hard worker, a happy-go-lucky 
sort of a guy. Although he worked hard it seemed 
as though life wasn’t good to him. However, he 
had two lovely sons and they have a nice family. 
Johnny passed away with a heart ailment in 
September, 1955. He was young, but this is life. It 
seemed to’ me as though I had lost my best 
friend, 

Cecil married a girl from Salem, Oregon. 
‘They had two sons and one daughter. Cecil's 
work took him away from home so much, and 
things went wrong in the little family. He moved 
to California and started life anew. He married 
again and worked for some time as a heavy-duty 
machinist. One of his sons is making a career in 
the navy. He also has grandchildren. He and his 
wite are now retired. 

Edgil lives at St. Helens. He has two 
daughters and one son, and several 
grandchildren. His story appears in a separate 
account. 

Nellie was never so well known at Gilby. She 
never made outside friends, like we younger 
ones did. She married and had seven children, 
She passed away In 1975 and her husband died 
just three months later. 

Needless to say, the years we spent in Canada 
were dear to all of us, and will never be 
forgotten. 


THE BEDNARD FAMILY — As related by 
Eugene Bednard 

Dad and Mother, Prokop and Helen Bednard, 
thelr sons, Walter and myself, landed in Halifax 
on January 1, 1926, from Poland. Knowing the 
meagre living we were able to eke out on our few 
acres back home, Mother's sister, by now living 
in the United States, provided the money for our 
passage and had made arrangements to have a 
Saskatchewan farmer sponsor us. At Halifax an 
immigration officer directed us to the train, and 
‘we were on our way to Kamsack. 

Our first Canadian dwelling was a one-room 
shack which was provided by the sponsoring 
farmer, a Doukhobor. Dad and Mother worked 
there alittle over a year. The wages were $25 a 
month, and we were on our own for all the ex- 
penses. 

We came to the Eckville area due to 
arrangements having been made by means of 
letters, that we live with the Yacooshins, my un- 
cle and his family. In the spring of 1927, Mother's 
sister, Eva, and her husband, Peter Yacooshin, 
acquired their farm east of Eckville. As Peter 
was a factory worker in the Ford Motor Com- 
pany in the United States, he knew nothing about 
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farming. He was afraid that he couldn’t manage 
the farm himself, so he had a crop-sharing 
agreement for dad’s help. 

In 1927 dad filed on a homestead NE 27-40.4- 
WS. The same year he also bought the Hudson 
Bay quarter NW 26-40-4-W5, across the road, and 
broke a few acres on it. He paid $25 down and 
then made yearly payments on it. The only 
reason he homesteaded the first quarter, as it 
was practically under water and useless, was 
that he wanted to build a house that he knew he 
would not lose. If he were unable to pay for the 
Hudson Bay quarter, he could go out and work 
and he’d still have a home to come back to. 

In their spare time, during the summer that 
mother and dad lived at Yacooshins, they went to 
the homestead to build a one-roomed cabin of 
logs which they cut themselves. The barn was a 
dug-out in the hlliside, and was supposedly lived 
in by an American convict some years previous. 
‘When his picture came out in the papers showing 
that he was wanted by the U.S. authorities, he 
disappeared 

In November, 1927, we finally moved to our 
homestead, in deep snow and forty below zero 
weather. Our transportation was a sleigh and 
rack piled high with straw, and pulled by a horse 
and a half — one horse was crippled — with a 
cow tied on behind, When we arrived we weren't 
allowed off the load just yet. It was pitch dark 
and we had to wait while mother went in and lit 
the fire and dad put the horses and cow in the 
barn, When the house was warm we were finally 
allowed inside. As we sat around the airtight 
heater somebody commented that “It’s nice to 
be in your own house.” 

We spent this winter on the homestead. In the 
spring, dad rented the quarter north of us from 
C.C. Nedderly, an American, and we moved onto 
this piece of land. This quarter is now owned by 
Roger Shera, my nephew. This property had 
more suitable accommodations and out- 
buildings, and was our home for the next five 
years. 

In the meantime we acquired a few more 
farm animals, and during the winter dad cut logs 
and took them to Lawton's mill. Out of this he got 
enough lumber to build a barn on the homestead 
in 1933 and to add two bedrooms to the house. 
Later that year we moved back to the 
homestead. During the 1930's dad bought the 
Pedersen quarter, NE 1.26-4-W5, and the Alfred 
Norem quarter. 

In the first years they were in Alberta, the 
folks were school janitors, and were paid $2.50 a 
month, From about the third grade on, Walter 
and I dusted the desks, swept the floors, hauled 
the wood into the school entrance on week ends, 
and lit the fires every morning to warm the 
school for the arriving children. Dad and Mother 
saved the money for us, and at the end of the 
school year bought Walter and Ia bicycle for $25. 

We went to school at Medicine Valley. My 
first teacher was Sophie Tipman, and, by coin: 








cldence, my last teacher was Ado Tipman, her 
brother, 

The first vehicle that we owned was a 1935 
International half-ton that we bought in 1936. The 
first tractor was a new Model 25 Massey that we 
got in 1937, 

During ‘the summers, six or eight families 
would get together every Sunday at pre- 
arranged homes. The kids played, the parents 
visited, and when the weather permitted; we had 
a plenic. Yearly school picnics and Christmas 
concerts were a must for everyone. Walter and I 
went to dances at the Gilby and the Estonian 
Halls. We walked once, but other times we used 
the family conveyance. 

Walter married Hedvig Cech in 1942. They 
spent a year on the farm, part of that time in a 
little house on the Norem place. From there they 
moved to Rimbey where they lived for three 
years. They then moved to Summerland, B.C., 
where they still reside. They have four 
daughters, all married. Mary Ann lives in 
Summerland, Joyce in Winnipeg, Patsy in Red 
Deer, and Susan in Edmonton, 











‘Walter Bedard Family: Hedvg, Patsy, Wale. Front: Mary Ana 
and Jee. 


In 1942 I married Helen Dejnaka of Condo, 
‘Saskatchewan, She had come from Poland at the 
age of four years with her mother, Zina. Her dad, 
Lawrence, had come to Canada two years 
earlier. 

had met Helen when my parents decided to 
go to Saskatchewan for a trip. A couple dozen 
letters and a few trips later, we had a Ukrainian 











wedding at Condo. We stayed on the farm for two 
years with mother and dad, at which time they 
Sold It it to us and moved to Summerland, B.C. 

Dad passed away in 1957 and mother in 1964. 
‘They are both buried in the Gilby cemetery. 

Helen and I have two boys, Gene and Dwayne. 
‘They both started school in Medicine Valley and 
then, when bussing came, went to Eckville. They 
completed their high school at the Red Deer 
Composite. 
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ack: Lawrence Dsjnaka. Centre: Helen and Eugene Bedard, 
Zina Dejnaka, Front; Gene and Dwayne Bednar 


Gene and Barb (Niemi) and their two little 
girls, Traci and Kari, are living in Grande 
Prairie, where Gene is with the Farm Credit Cor- 
poration. Dwayne is a mechanic with Red Deer 
Motors. He and Susan (Shaw) have one son, 
Kevin, 

We bullt a new house on the farm in 1961 and 
continued farming there until we moved to Red 
Deer. Our home here is made of the original 
Piper’s brick, and is one of the few landmarks 
left. 

For a few years we both worked at Deerhome 
(now Michener Centre), and for a couple of 
years, after the boys were married, they took up 
farming. Now I'm doing the farming; grain only, 
and commuting from Red Deer. As of 1977, the 
farm has been in the family for 50 years. 


THE DOBBS FAMILY — by Harriet Dobbs 
Stears 

My father, Frank Dobbs, came to Lacombe in 
1900 and filed on a homestead 15 miles from 
Lacombe (SE 18-42-27-W4). In 1901 Dad, Mother, 
George, seven years, and I, two and one-half 
years, left Boyd, Iowa and reached Lacombe, 
April 12. Lester was born March 5, 1902. George, 
Lester and I attended school at Iowalta (we 
walked three miles). I passed Grade 8 so we 
moved to Lacombe for high school in 1914-15-16. I 
attended Camrose Normal in 1916 and taught 
Meadowbrooke, Elkhorn, Morningside and Sun- 














(George and Harriet Dobbs as young cilren. 


ny Crest having five years experience before I 
came to Medicine Vailey. 

In July 1921, Dad bought Ephriam Withers 
homestead in Medicine Valley and on July 4 we 
moved from Lacombe with four teams and 
wagons. There was no gravel on the roads, It had 
rained and was raining. Cecil Petry, Pat 
Withers, Seth Wells and Dad drove the teams 
‘The horses were tired so we stayed overnight in 
Bentley. We managed to get Seth’s wagon with 
the piano into a garage. The rest of our 
possessions were soaked for it rained all night. 
We hired an extra team, divided the loads and 
struggled through Sunset and Medicine Hills. We 
reached the new home about 4:30 July 5 
(Mother's birthday). 

‘There was a big six room L shaped house and 
a large barn built of lumber made from logs that 
grew on the quarter, also other buildings. The old 
house was the Medicine Valley post office. There 
were two small gardens with radishes, lettuce 
and potatoes in blossom. Next morning, July 6, 
the potatoes were frozen almost to the ground 
but they recovered. 

Everyone was very busy. The cream cheques 
were the steady source of income so each family 
milked from six to 12 cows by hand, usually out 
side in a corral. The skim milk was fed to pigs 
and calves. We took turns hauling the cream to 
Eckville creamery. 

Lester and T went to the Leafland picnic with 
Charles, Pat, Jennie, Laura, (age three), and 
Myrtle, (one and one-half), Withers, via lumber 
wagon, on spring seat and two boards. The road 
ended ‘about one and one-half miles west. The 
mille past the Reirson farm had been corduroyed 
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that summer. The logs were covered with 
willows and a thin layer of dirt. We went slowly 
and crossed safely. Then we climbed a very 
steep hill, passed the Prouse house (belonging to 
Lawtons) and soon reached Leafland School 
(about 18’ by 2”). They had bullt a bowery 
covered with leafy branches. Mrs. Stears 
brought her organ and Ludwig Huseby and Bob 
Larson played violins. Pat put Laura and Myrtle 
to bed in the wagon. Carson Bardenhagen did the 
same for Evelyn. The dance began about 8:30. 
About 12 it began to rain, We left the bowery and 
fled for the school. Pat and Carson brought the 
sleepy children in blankets and laid them on 
desks against the wall. The dance lasted till 
daylight for no one cared to try hills and cor- 
duroy in the dark. Perhaps one memory lasted 
longer than the rest — a man in a light grey suit. 
He was young but he did not dance. He stood 
among his bachelor friends, Bill Tilley and John 
Tzon. He looked lonely. He was Harry Stears, the 
man I married 23 years later. The Withers men 
‘were good horsemen and we reached home safe- 
ly. 

‘The other social event the opening of the 
Gilby Hall, July, 1921. There was a large crowd. 
Many happy social ‘events were held there, 
Harry was there, too. 

Nineteen twenty-two, three and four I taught 
Medicine Valley School, 1925 Grimshaw, 1926 
Onion Lake Sask (school in Alberta), 1927 Wolf- 
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Gimlet, 1931-1937 depression — home. One year I 
applied for 60 schools and didn’t get one, In 1937- 
1938 I taught Washington Heights and 1938-1939 
Gimiet. 

In 1926 Lester married Ruth Dyrland. He 
bought the quarter across the road, built and 
moved there in 1937. Later he bought a quarter 
from Frank Clevenger, west of the home place. 

‘Mother got pneumonia in 1937 and wasted 
away. I stayed with her six years till she died, 
December 21, 1943, 

Nineteen forty-four was a busy year. Thad 10 
cows, 45 hogs, chickens, two well loved saddle 
horses and a dog to take care of. I had never 
cooked, baked or stayed alone. Thad about three 
hours each afternoon and spent them trying to 
bake cakes, pies and cookies. Thad milk, cream, 
eggs and butter but sugar, syrup, jam, tea, 
coffee and butter were rationed and one person 
had very few coupons each month. I saw a recipe 
to make angel food cake using half sugar and 
half syrup. I beat the mixture and baked it. The 
‘oven had no thermometer. When the hour was 
nearly up I took a peep. It had risen beautifully 
but when I took it out of the oven it resembled an 
overgrown doughnut. I tasted it, It was bitter 
from cream of tartar. I offered a taste to Bowser. 
He said, “Thanks, but I won’t have any either.” I 
put it in the pig trough. They rooted it around two 
days. It disappeared and the pigs weren't sick so 
T think it ended trampled in the mire. 

‘That fall teachers were scarce so Gimlet 
School District offered me the position and sent 
Nellie Thyssen to do my chores. I thought of 
Harry Stears. He came to Canada in 1912 with his 
parents, sister, Ora, Albert and Edna from 
Jamesville, Iowa. They rented a farm a mile 
west of Leedale for a year then bought a farm 
near Leafland school. His father was sick so 
Harry became the wage earner at 15 years of 
age. 

He served in World War I and was in the front 
line trenches three months and six months in 
Germany with the occupational forces. When he 
got home his old routine began. (1) Preparing 
and seeding 50 acres with horse drawn im- 
plements. (2) Working off the road tax. Each 
farmer was permitted to work to pay his road 
tax, He could work single handed or with a team 
or more horses, He could work longer and pay off 
his school tax, too. There were no power saws, 
The men cut trees with axes, Swede and cross 
cut saws to corduroy swamps and mud holes. (3) 
Cutting the year’s supply of firewood, hauling it 
home and exchanging labor with the neighbors to 
get help to saw it with a buzz saw. (4) Haying. (5) 
Harvesting and stacking hay and bundles for the 
five milk cows and horses. (6) Joining the “Bun- 
dle Wagon Brigade”. Seven or eight farmers 
took their teams and bundle racks and drove 
south of Calgary to go threshing till Christmas. 
They slept under wagons. Bill Chadbourne, Jack 
‘Mullarkey, Bill Gardner, Leonard Slater, Ralph 

ter were some that went. (7) When'he got 














home he went to the lumber camps and sawed 
lumber or was the engineer the rest of the 
winter. He worked for Lawtons, MeTighes, Var- 
tys Atlas and Brierleys. He was as unsettled as I 
had been. I thought if we joined forces we could 
make a permanent home. His brother, Albert, 
was killed in a sawmill accident while Harry was 
overseas. Ora died young (41). His mother 
received her pension. She was 76 and couldn’t 
stay alone so Harry moved a small house to Ed- 
na’s yard for her. 

I wrote the first letter. It brought results. He 
came to talk it over and the next Saturday we 
went to Red Deer, November 4, 1944 and were 
married. I taught Gimlet that winter, with 
Nellie’s help and he sawed lumber. Next winter 
he sawed lumber then he came home to stay. 

In 1947 his mother died. 

In 1947 we traded farms with Lester and had 
nearly 300 acres to farm, That meant power 
machinery and a hired man part of the year. His 
nephew, Harry Cummings, always came to help 








Hattie and Harry Stears at home. 


We got hailed 100 per cent twice so I taught 
1948, 1950, 1954, 1955, 1956 and 1957. By that time 
consolidation did away with the one-roomed 
schools and “Pussy was left without a corner." I 
had served 19% years of the 20 year pension 
term. I was determined to teach the last half 
year if [had to sit on the North Pole to do it. I got 
an Edmonton Journal and applied for schools for 
the last time. Fort Vermilion accepted my 
application. I was amazed when I received my 
first cheque. The isolation bonus made it almost 
double the amount I used to receive. The 
amount of the pension was based on the five 
highest paid years. Harry could manage at home 
with help from young Harry and Roy Anderson 
so I stayed five years. I started my sixth year. 
Harry wrote “I'm sick. I can’t winter alone. 
Come home.” I took the letter to Mr. Ted Giles, 
the inspector. He said, “Go home for two weeks 
and see how conditions are at home. On the way, 
stop at Edmonton. I think your pension term is 
served. Get Miss Catherine Berry to check your 
length of service and put your name on the pen- 
sion list.”’ In less than half an hour all the days I 





had taught (28 years in 11 schools) were totaled 
and may name put on the list. 

Harry met me at Lacombe, He said his 
strength was gone. We sold half ofthe cattle and 
rented two quarters to Don Dyrland. We lived on 
the home quarter and kept 30 head of cattle and 
three horses for six years, Harry's health failed 
s0 we Sold the cattle, mosi of the machinery and 
rented the home place to Don except the house 
and garden and retired 

In 1970 young Harry died in Rocky Mountain 
House Hospital after three months of cancer and 
in 1971 brother George died in Bentley Hospital 
after three painful, hopeless months. Cancer 
again 

Harry Stears died in Red Deer Hospital, 
February 9, 1972 after six months of steady’ pain 
cancer. 

Our marriage lasted 27 years. There were a 
few happy days. The first was in 1950. ‘The two 
Harrys drove a new red International truck to 
Sylvan Lake to get license plates. 

‘The second, when Harry drove the new Super 
W6 tractor home. He loved machinery and was 
very proud of his two red “pets”. 

“Tue third was rural electrification in 1951, 1 
didn't believe it was possible even after the 
buildings were wired. T{ried the house lights and 
left the outside one for Harry to initiate. The next 
was TV, the new drilled well and pressure 
system and later another truck. 

We enjoyed the Calgary Stampede, fairs and 
the best movies. We went to Invermere four 
times and in 1957 the two Harrys and Cora drove 
the red truck to Ft, Vermilion the last of June to 
bring me home via Athabaska. 

Tithink that covers my history. I still ive in 
the house we came to July 5, 1921. I belong to the 
Eckville Friendship Club, enjoy card games, 
bingo and Senior Citizen trips. My hobbies are 
muisle, books, knitting, embroidery and garden- 
Ing. There is also Shadow. I think someone un- 
loaded a small border collie pup at my gate 
about eight months ago. There haven't been 
many dull moments since. 

I have enjoyed good health except for two 
sessions of pneumonia in Eckville Hospital in 
1914 and 1975. T owe a debt of gratitude to Drs. 
David and Alan Ward, the murses and hospital 
staff for thelr care and kindness. 

Harry has two nephews, Leonard and 
Clarence Salmon, one niece Marion Sterling. I 
have four nieces: Mrs. Dick German (Betty), 
Mrs. Al Chiswell (Doris), Mrs. Harold (Leanne) 
Herber and Miss Clara Dobbs R.N. 














RUTH DYRLAND DOBBS — by Ruth Dobbs 

Ruth married Lester Dobbs in 1926 and lived 
on the Dobbs’ homestead until they moved 
across the road to their own place. They moved 
to Sylvan Lake in 1947, and back to a farm north 
of Eckville in 1948. "They farmed here until 
Lester passed away in August, 1954. Ruth then 
moved to Eckville with the two youngest girls 





Lester, Ruth, Doris and Betty Dobbs. 


and worked at the Eckville Hospital until she 
retired in 1970. They had five children. 

Frank died as an infant. 

Betty married Dick German and they live on 
a farm at Sylvan Lake. They have three 
daughters. Wanda married Calvin Metcalf of 
Calgary and they have three children, Jason, 
‘Tara and Sean. Wendy is with the Canadian 
Armed Forces and is stationed at Edmonton. 
Shirley is at the University of Alberta in Edmon- 
ton. 

Dorls married Al Chiswell, and they live on a 
farm at Lacombe. They have two daughters. 
Alison also is at the University of Alberta in Ed- 
‘monton, and Coreen is attending high school at 
Lacombe. 

Lee Anne married Harold Herber, and they 
and their two sons, David and Darren, presently 
live in Saudi Arabia, where Harold works for 
Haliburton Oil Company. 

Clara is a registered nurse and works in the 
operating room at Red Deer General Hospital. 


DYRLAND, MR. AND MRS. BERT — by Mrs. 
Bert Dyrland 

In 1928 I, Selma Gant, of the Gilby area, was 
married to ‘Bert Dyrland, who had come to the 
district with his parents in 1918 from Thiefriver 
Falls, Minnesota, U.S.A. We lived beside the 











Medicine River for two years and rented Mr. 
James Shorrock's land. On June 27, 1929 our first 
child, Irene, was born, followed by our son Allan 
in September of 1930. 

In the spring of 1932 we moved onto our own 
quarter section of land which we had bought. 
Inez was born in September of that year and our 
son Vernon arrived in 1939. These four children 
all attended the Medicine Valley School where, 
years before, I had received my education under 
the guidance of my teachers, Mrs. J.D. 
Lawrence, Mr. Frame, Miss Dobbs, Mrs. 
Graham, as weil as others who were there for 
shorter periods of time. 








Allan, Selma, Inez, Vernon, Bert and Irene Dylan. 


Dale was born in 1942 and Earl in 1944. with 
our growing family we felt the need of a bigger 
house, so we built one. However, we sold our 
farm in 1947 to Raymond Peterson and we then 
moved to the Leedale district, living in a house 
‘owned by Johnny Jones, located up by the old 
creamery. Mr. Jones owned and operated a big 
‘saw mill and Bert worked for him while we were 
living there. In 1949 we moved to the Thacik 
place, south of the Gimlet school. Here we lived 
for one year before moving onto our own place 
three miles northwest of the Gimlet school, 
‘Three of our boys attended this school. 

‘We continued living on this place until 1972, 
when we sold our home to the present owners, 
Jesse and Bea Clough, who came from 
Revelstoke, B.C. We bought a new home in 
Eckville and enjoyed a few years of our retire 
ment there until December 10, 1976, when Bert 
passed away from cancer. I continue to live in 
my home in Eckville. 

Irene Dyrland was married to Jack Bennett 
on May 25, 1959. They live in Calgary. She is a 
secretary and Jack is an accountant. They have 
no children. 

Allan Bertle Dyrland was married in 1956 to 
Ruth Nories in Brandon, Manitoba, Alan served 
for 25 years in the armed forces as a parachute 
jumper. They have no children, 

















Inez Dyrland was married to Edward 
Knowels in 1964 at Rimbey, Alberta. She lives in 
Red Deer, and has two children. 

‘Vernon Dyrland married Lena Olah in 1962 
He took his schooling at the Gimlet school, 
Leslieville school and high school at David 
‘Thompson school. He worked for Macleods in 
Red Deer, then in Olds, Rosetown, 
skatchewan, Lloydminster, and now they are 
living in Vermilion, Alberta. Both Vernon and 
Lena drive a school bus. They have two daugh 
ters, Delphine and Lisa. 

Dale Dyrland married Leanne Ferrano in 
1965. He took his schooling at the Gimlet school 
and then on to Leslieville school, followed by 
high school at David Thompson. He was a soldier 
and served in Germany for three years. Their 
daughter Heldi was born in Germany. When they 
came back to Canada he was stationed at 
Chilliwack, B. C. While in the army he took 
heavy duty mechanics, so when he was dis- 
charged, or got out of the army, he went to work 
for Finnie Tractor for three years in Kamloops 
and Dawson Creek, B.C. They are now living In 
Red Deer. Their son Jason was born at 
Chilliwack, B.C. 

Earl Dyrland married Jacqueline Rhodes in 
1965. He also received his education at the 
Gimlet, Leslieville and David Thompson schools. 
Earl started working on the oll rigs when he was 
very young and he had several bad accidents. He 
finally quit this work and went with Cains Power 
‘Tongs and Tools, oil well servicing. For the last 
two years he has had his own trucks and works 
for Great West Feeds of Red Deer. Earl and 
Jacqueline had two children, Shelley and 
Bartley. Shelley passed away very suddenly on 
February 20, 1977 at the age of 11 years. Jacki 
and Eari and their son Bartley live in Red Deer. 


CHARLES DYRLAND — by Julia Dyrland 

Charles married Julia Szoke in December of 
1939 and lives on the home place. They had six 
children: Pearl, Margaret, Sylvia, Philip, Brian 
and Kenneth. 

Pearl married Allan Boettger of Eckville in 
1960. Their five children are Coreen, Dwayne, 
Sharon, Kelth and Dean. They are in the trucking 
business and live in Bentley. 

‘Margaret married Bud Robinson of Leedale 
in January, 1962 and they lived for a while on a 
farm west of Leedale, and later in Leslieville. 
She became a widow in 1975, with six children, 
She now lives in Enderby, B.C. with Brenda, 
Shane, Amy, Crystle, Lance, and Amber. 

ylvia married Robert Clayton in May, 1967. 
He works with Kidd Construction and they live in 
the Leslieville area. They have one son, Dale, 
and two of Robert's three children, Terry and 
Jim, live with them. 

Philip married Bernie Chapin of Caroline in 
1969, He has worked for construction companies 
for several years as cat and buggie driver. The 
last two years he has spent with Lyle Walker, but 


































































now is going to try dairying in Stauffer. Their 
two children are Quinton and Holly. 

Brian married Jamie Brown of Bentley in 
1974. They live on the home farm, helping his dad 
with the farming. They have two boys, James 
Lee and Craig Charles. 

Kenneth Dyrland married Shelly French of 
Eckville in 1976. He worked with Hunt Construc- 
tion and now is working with the new owners. 
‘They have two little girls, Jody Lynn and Melony 
Jane. They live in Eckville. 


ELIAS DYRLAND — by Johanna Dyrland 

‘Elias married Johanna Ophus in June, 1935, 
‘They moved to the NE 19-40-3-W5, known as the 
Jewel place, and have lived there ever since. 
‘They had nine children. 

Don is farming his own and rented land, and 
lives at home. 

Roy married Joyce Greenman in 1957. They 
are living at McKenzie, B.C. They have five 
children: Lonnie, Ronnie, Twiala, Darryl and 
Jason, ail at home. 

Bernice married Ken Huseby in 1957 and they 
are living on his mother’s farm, They have six 
children and two grandchildren, all living at 
home. The children are Marilyn, John, Brian, 
Karen, Kevin, and Travis and the grandchildren 
are Bradley and Christina. 

‘Ellen married Hank Klassen in 1960, and they 
are living at Soda Creek, B.C. They have three 
children, Vicky, Pam, and Randy. 

Pat has been working in Eckville, She lives at 
home with her daughter, Debbie. 

Dick married Marlene Harden in 1968. They 
have a son Darren, and five months after Dick 
passed away in 1972 their daughter, Lorrie Lee, 
was born. 

Nancy is living and working in Red Deer. She 
was married in July, 197 to Dave Watt of Rea 

eer. 

Bill was still at home until he passed away in 
973, 

‘Gordon is working the farm with his dad, and 
1s living at home, 


‘THE DYRLAND FAMILY 

The history of the Dyrland family began in 
Shelly, Minnesota, U.S.A. In 1897, when Samuel 
Dyrland and Ellen Kreamme (both of Norway) 
were married. They farmed at Shelly for a 
number of years before moving to Thiet River 
Falls, Minnesota, 

In April, 1918, the family immigrated to 
Eckville, Alberta’ by train. Mrs. Dyrland and 
Clara, Bert, Eli, Ruth, Joe and Charles made the 
thip by train in about four days, Mr. Dyrland and 
son John left a week earller, travelling on the im- 
migration train to look after the two carloads of 
livestock and machinery. 

Alfred Norem met the family at Kootuk with a 
democrat pulled by a team of small mules and 
Grove them to the Norem farm. They stayed 
there for several days, until the men moved 





Dyrand gathering. 


them on to their farm SE 2-41-4-W5. Ruth, Joe 
and Charles started school at Medicine Vailey 
and the older boys farmed with their father until 
he passed away in July of 1936, 

In 1926 Mrs. Thyssen passed away sudder 
leaving a family of three small girls. The 
youngest, Vera, came to live with the Dyrlands 
fas one of the family. 

‘Through the early years Mrs. Dyrland nursed 
many sick people and acted as midwife for many 
mothers in the district. In later years she kept 
busy with her quilts, houseplants and garden un- 
til she passed away in September, 1950, 


JOE DYRLAND AND FAMILY — by Helen 
Dyrland 

Tn August of 1936 my mother, Clara Lalone, 
died and I went to the States for a few months to 
stay with an uncle of mine. Joe Dyrland came to 
Minnesota in December of 1936 and we were 
married on the Iith of February, 1937, in Ada, 
Minnesota, We returned to the Eckvillé District 
to make our home 

We had six children — three boys and three 
girls, who were Joyce, Daniel, Myrna, Sammy, 
Larry, and ten years later, Trudy. They are all 
married now and live near home. Myrna 
married George Scott, trom Rocky Mountain 
House and they lived in Winnipeg, Manitoba for 
six years, They have now moved back to Calgary 
where they make their home. 

Joyce married Bill Maddox and lives on the 
farm near home, They have two girls and two 
boys. 








mmy married Judy Dahl and lives in 
Lacombe. They have two boys and two girls, 

Danny married Jeanette Pruden and lives on 
the old Tom Mason place west of Gimlet School. 
‘They have two 

‘Trudy just married lives at Stauffer in a 
trailer. 

We have 17 grandchildren and all are well and 
healthy. 


JOHN DYRLAND — by Ruth Dobbs 

John lived at home until 1921 when he went to 
farm in the Provost district. He moved back to 
the Medicine Valley in 1936 and settled on a farm 








west of Gimlet School. He lived there until 1950, 
then sold his farm to Ike Walemaki. He worked 
as caretaker at Atlas Lumber Camp 15, 
northwest of Rocky Mountain House. In 1965 he 
came to Eckville and built a new home and lived 
there until his death in December, 1972. 


ENGEN, MARTIN 

Martin Engen was born in Valdres, Norway 
on October 20, 1874. He immigrated to the U.S.A. 
with his parents at the age of four years. When he 
grew up he took a homestead near Leeds, North 
Dakota. On August 2, 1902 he was united in 
marriage to Mathilda Syverson of Starbuck, 
Minnesota. Three children were born to them at 
Leeds, North Dakota. 

Mr, Engen and his family moved to the Gilby 
district on November 9, 1909. He brought some 
horses with him although at that time many of 
the neighbors here were still driving oxen. In 
1910, Mr. Engen’s father came to live with them. 
Grandpa Engen took a homestead here, but he 
passed away in 1912. 

1n 1914, another baby girl was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Engen. Seven days later Mrs. Engen 
passed away, at the early age of 36 years. She 
was one of the first people to be buried in the 
Gilby cemetery, 


“Martin Engen and Matilda taken approximately 1915 


‘On May 8 1916 Mr. Engen married Paula 
Nygaard. There were five children from this 
marriage, who, along with the four from his 
previous marriage, included the following; Lyle 
Sterling, born in 1903 and passed away in 1966, 
Cassius Elwood, born in 1904, and living in Bent: 
ly; Marian Verna, born in 1906 and now living in 
Bentley; Mathilda Mildred, born in 1914 and liv- 
ing in Prince Rupert, B.C.; Earl Gilfred, born in 
1917 and now living in Eckville; Martin Elmer, 
born in 1918 and living on a farm in the Eckville 
area; Roy Edward, born in 1921 and living near 
Eckville; Floyd William, born in 1923 and now 
living in'Eckville; Gladys Eileen, born in 1929 
and living at Killam, 


































(Gathering at Engens. 


Mr. Engen helped start the Medicine Valley 
school district and was on the school board for 
several years. He even served as mid-wife to the 
new-comers in a few cases! 

‘Mr. Engen passed away in August, 1949. 
Paula Engen is in Valley Park Manor in Red 
Deer at present. She was 79 years old in 1977. 

Lyle never married. 

Cassius married Mabel Nygaard. They have 
two children, Glen and Marie. 

‘Marian married Gus Harstad. They had two 
sons, Vernon and Merlyn. Vernon passed away 
in 1974 

Tillie married Roy Garries. They have one 
daughter, Susan. 

Earl married Marie Mitchell. They have two 
sons, Rupert and Murray. 

Martin married Muriel Huseby. They have 
four daughters, Dorothy, Norma, Kelly and Hol- 
ly. 

Roy married Thelma Huseby. They have two 
children, LeAnne and Leonard. Thelma passed 
away in 1969, and was buried in the Gilby 
cemetery. Roy later married Leitha Ambury. 

Floyd married Elsie Wingate. They have two 
sons and one daughter, Faye, Edwin and Dennis. 

Gladys married Lioyd Sand. They have two 
daughters, Marian and Janet, 


THE FEDDERSON FAMILY 

We, Alvin and Florence Fedderson, with our 
children, Tom, Terry and Fern, moved to 
Eckville in August, 1961, coming from Calgary. 

We had lived here for three years when we 
lost Tom due to an accident in the Medicine 
River. He died on June 20, 1964. ‘This is when we 
found out what truly wonderful neighbors we 
had. 

‘Terry finished his schooling in Eckville, and 
Fern took all of her elementary and high school 
work in the Eckville Schools. She graduated 
from high school in 1974. 

‘Terry married Eileen Saarela of Leslieville in 
June, 1966. Six years later we had our first 
grandchild, Beverly, born on June 16, 1972. On 
May 6, 1974 Terry and Eileen had their second 
daughter, Elenore. They live in the Gimlet area 
north west of Eckville, 

In 1976 Fern married Larry Hullgard, of Con: 
dor. Since finishing high school she has worked 
as a secretary or as a receptionist. 








FREDRICKSON, ANDREW — by Joan Maddox 

Andrew (Shorty) Fredrickson came from 
Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. in 1910 to file on NW 5- 
41-4-W5. With axe and grub hoe he cleared the big 
trees, building a house and barn, farming with 
horses. 

He was an honest neighbor, always willing to 
help anyone, but quite capable of holding his own 
in any disagreement. 

One that came in for discussion in days of 
measuring, was as to whether the surveyors 
stake was correct. This was important as a good 
spring was near the line, but Shorty kept it. 

In 1928 he bought NW 3-41.4-W5 owned by the 
C.P.R. Again he cleared, broke the land and put 
up buildings. 

He always sald that when he died he wouldn't 
leave a wood pile for the neighbors to quarrel 
over, He passed away suddenly in 1939. There 
were only a few chips by his chopping block. Mr. 
Tkacik now owns the land. 





GANT, MR. AND MRS. LOUIS — by Selma 
Dyrland, their daughter 

On the 10th of August, 1911, my parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Louis Gant, and I, Selma, age seven 
months, arrived in the Medicine Valley district. 
Father ‘acquired a homestead right away and, 
being an experienced woodsman, he quickly put 
up a log house and barn and other buildings. He 
was able to get a team of oxen in payment for 
working for a neighbor, Jake Amburs. A couple 
of years later he got a'team of horses — a big 
black and a bay — as well as a cow in payment 
for work he did, so he got rid of the team of oxen, 
He kept the cow tied to a big log so that she could 
not run away. Father used fo walk to Lacombe to 
work, so he could not get home very often. 

In 1913 my brother Clarence was born and in 
1915 Eunice was born. That was the year that 
Mary Gant, my mother, rode on a wagon load of 
hogs to Lacombe to get her teeth out. 

in the spring of 1917 my parents held an auc- 
tion sale and moved to Carmangay, Alberta, 
Father drove down with six horses and a new 
Baine wagon, as he planned to work on the road, 


Lov and Mary Gant Family, 











‘Selma and Clarence Gant. 


‘Mother and we children went by train. That fall, 
on September 13, my brother, John was born, 
However, by November of 1917 the family had 
moved back to the homestead. We lived there 
until 1921, when father bought a Hudson Bay 
quarter three miles west of Gilby. We all lived 
there until father passed away on May 5, 1938 at 
the age of 63 years. 

After Father died Mother sold the farm to my 
brothers, Clarence and John, and she moved to 
Rimbey, where she lived until 1958. In the mean 
time I had been married and mother lived with 
me and my family in 1959, before going to the 
‘Twilight Lodge in Red Deer. She left the Lodge 
and after a year, in 1964, she passed away in Ed. 
monton at ‘the age of 78 years. Both she and 
father are buried in the Gilby cemetery. 

Clarence Gant married Mary Woiney in 1938. 
She was from an early pioneer family also. They 
had two children, Shirley and Lawrence. Shirley 

married to Arthur Bardenhagen and lives in 
‘dmonton, She has four children, three boys and 
a girl. Lawrence is a pilot for the firefighters and 
he and his wife live in Duncan, B.C, Clarence 
passed away in 1957 from cancer, at the age of 44 
years. 

Eunice Gant married Bruce Jordan of 
Rimbey in 1945. They have six children. Patricia 
is a teacher and is married to Mervin Layden 











‘The Clarence Gant Family: Clarence, Shirley, Lawrence and Mary. 





and they are farming at Innisfail. They have 
three children. Dennis is married and lives at 
Rimbey with his wife Gwynne and three 
children. Jimmy also farms ai Rimbey with his 
wife Reta and two boys and a girl. Gerald 
married Bev Unger and they and little Heidi 
live in Rimbey. Wesley married a Swiss girl, 
Elisabeth, and they are farming west of Rimbey. 
Virginia and her husband, Reg Olson, are living 
in Innisfail. Dennis and Gerald work full time at 
Jordon’s Equipment in Rimbey. Eunice and 
Bruce still farm northeast of Rimbey. 

John Gant married Helen Skoreiko on April 
10, 1941. They have four children. They lived 
west of Gilby after they were married, then they 
sold their farm to Clarence and moved to 
Stauffer later selling out there and moving to 
Markerville. In time they sold out there, and 
moved to Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. Now’ they 
have moved back to Canada, in 1974, and live 
northwest of Alhambra. The three older children 
live in Rocky Mountain House. Elaine married 
Bill Speight of Speight’s Construction on August 
12, 1961 and they have four sons. 

Eldon married Paty Winchester on 
November 20, 1970 and they have one son, Jason. 
Eldon is a catskinner in heavy construction 
work. Delmer is a driller in the oll flelds. Debbie 
is still at home and is attending school. 





THE GANT AND WHILLIER STORY — by 
Mary E. (Gant) Whillier 

‘My father, Marlee Gant, was the first of the 
family to arrive in the Medicine Valley. He came 
early in the spring of 1910. Lacombe was the 
nearest railroad. He got a ride as far as Bentley 
and walked the rest of the way. The old Gilby 
store was under construction at the time, and he 
spent the night there sleeping on a carpenter's 
table. Mike Sestrap was the owner. 

Father filed on the S.E. 27-40-4-W5, then 
returned to Deer Park, Washington, to sell his 
property and bring my mother (Celeste) to the 
new land. They arrived in the early summer, and 
stayed in Lacombe with Mrs. Dobbs, while they 
bought a team and wagon to bring thelr goods out 























Marlee and Celeste Gant 1908 


to the homestead. The rest of the summer they 
lived in a shack which belonged to Jullus Sever- 
son. (Mr. Severson was away working). During 
this time they were building a house of thelr own. 

In 1911 my uncle, L. C. Gant, with his wife, 
Mary, and my cousin Seima came to the area. He 
homesteaded on the 8.W. 34-40.4-W5. The Smale 
family now own this land. In 1914 another uncle 
and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lee, and their 
children, Alma (Mrs. C. Bardenhagen) and Jer- 
val Maddox came to Alberta. They spent’ the 
summer with us while they were building their 
house on S.W. 21-40-4-W5. 

Most of these first houses were pretty crude, 
but served the purpose until something better 
could be built. This was about the time the 
Lacombe road was being built and surveyed 
(Highway 51). There was either a family or a 
bachelor living on nearly every quarter. 

Father had to go out to work quite a bit and 
leave Mother (and later me) alone. The Lumby 
girls used to stay with us, to help mother and also 
to be company for us. Mother was not too well at 
this time, and in March of 1913 she passed away. 
‘The neighbors were very kind and took me off 
Father's hands for most of the first year. When 
Father brought me home I had learned to talk, 
but In Finnish, so he had to start all over and 
teach me to speak in English. 

‘My first memory is of the Lumby and Carlson 
homes. The Carlsons were a large family and 
lived on S.W. 22, now owned by Richard Mottus. 











One of my early memories is of the Christmas of 
1914. Father and I, with the Lees, had gone to the 
Medicine Valley School Christmas Concert. Mr. 
‘John Barnes was the Santa, complete with mask 
and fur coat. T was terrified, and took quite an 
amount of calming down. 

In 1916 Father married Susan Dekker, and we 
were a family once again. The following winter 
the Dekkers left for California, and we bought 
their land N.W. 20-40-4-W5. In August of 1917 my 
sister Gertrude was born. 

‘That winter we suffered the tragedy of a fire 
which took our home, barn and some stock. The 
old log house was still standing. It had been used 
in later years as a place for anyone coming along 
to sleep, so had a bed, stove and table in it. We 
lived there until spring then moved to the Dekker 
place. 





eg While breaking land 1929 


My first brother, Martin, was born in the spr- 
ing of 1919. Later’ that year Father sold the 
homestead to a man from Penhold named 
Jefferies, and the home, or Dekker place, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Comfort and thelr son Lewis. We 
moved our belongings to the John Vick place for 
the winter. Shortly after Christmas Mother and 
we three children joined her people in California. 
Father cared for the stock until the spring of 
1920, then had an auction sale and came to join us 
in California. However, we returned to the old 
place in the spring of 1921, as the land sale had 
fallen through. There the rest of the family were 
born. The children were Mary (Mrs. Reg 
Whillier), Gertrude (Mrs. Arnold Moore), Mar- 
tin (presumed to be dead), Jessie (deceased), 
Lorena (Mrs. Doug Drummond), Ella (living in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico), Eugene and Glen (both 
in Red Deer). 

In 1946 the folks sold out to the V.L.A. and 
moved to Red Deer. They are presently residing 
in the Valley Park Manor in Red Deer. 


GARBUTT, ARTHUR AND PEARL 

Mr. and Mrs. Garbutt came from Millet in 
1930, buying the SE 36-40-4-W5. They were very 
friendly people, having several community pic- 
nics at their place. Although, they had no family, 
they enjoyed having children visit and were aunt 
and uncle to many. 
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‘Art Garbutt and Bert Dyeand, 


‘They had lived in Texas and never tired of 
telling stories of the years spent there. 

He had an old Ford truck with a leaking 
radiator. He tied a cream can of water with a 
pump and hose in it on the running board. Every 
few miles, he would reach out and pump some 
water Into the radiator. 

In 1945, they sold the farm to Dick Lawton 
who later Sold to Sven Osberg. 

‘They built a house in Eckville. Art worked as 
caretaker at the hospital, Pearl worked in the 
kitchen until she became ill and passed away in 
1954, 

Art remarried before he suddenly passed 
away when he was meeting his old friend from 
‘Texas in 1957. 


GOTING, JOHN 

John Goting was a step-brother to Oscar and 
Andrew Anderson. He came from Sweden in 1914 
and filed on S.W. 4-41-4-W5. He became ill in 1916 
and passed away 








‘THE HAPPY VALLEY CLUB 

The Happy Valley Club was organized 
November 24, 1943. Mrs. Annie Parker was presi 
dent and Mrs. Violet’ Brown was secretary- 
treasurer. We held our first meeting at Mabel 
Ervins. Those present at the meeting were Mrs. 
Lydia Thoen, Mrs. Griffen, Mrs. Walimaki, Mrs, 
Pauline Kelm, Mrs. Dorothy Dahms, Mrs. Mabel 
Ervin, ‘Mrs. Annie Parker and Mrs. Viole 

srown, 

To find a name for our club, we all put aname 
on a piece of paper and then drew a name. Mrs. 
Lydia Thoens paper was drawn and that is how 
the Happy Valley Club got its name. Our club 
now has 15 members, 

Our Club has helped many families who have 
had fires or accidents of any kind in their homes. 
‘The Crippled Children’s Organization and many 
others were supported by our club. 

‘The Happy Valley Club has catered for many 
wedding receptions, put on showers for young 
couples and put on lunches for dances and also 
for some auction sales. 








Our club will soon be celebrating thelr 25th 
Anniversary. Many, many quilts have been 
hand-quilted by this club and a lot of fun was had 
at the same time. We enjoy our meetings very 
much. The Gimlet Socialite Club and the Happy 
Valley Club entered a float in the Eckville 
Parade in 1966 and won first prize. The float 
depicted an Old Fashioned quilting party. 


HUTCHISON, GEORGE — by Jean Hutchison 
Raabis 

My father and stepmother came from 
Calgary to the Medicine Valley in 1933. They 
settled on a farm about two miles north of the 
Medicine Valley School. My mother had passed 
away in 1923 and dad was left with four very 
young children, two boys and two girls, Bob, 
Floyd, myself (Jean) and Dorothy. 

Dad eventually married again. Our step- 
mother had a daughter, Frances, whom dad 
adopted. A son, Bill, was born to them and 
several years later a daughter, Eileen. When the 
folks came to the farm Iwas sent to my aunt and 
uncle’s at Trochu to attend school there. The 
younger children, Dorothy, Frances and Bill, 
attended the Medicine Valley school. In 
November of 1937 I married Carl Raabis. We 
have three sons, George, Tom and Terry. 

Dorothy, my sister, married Elmer Linder in 
October of 1938. They had three children, Larry, 
Verlie and Ross. Dorothy and Elmer were 
divorced when their children were quite young. 
Several years later Elmer passed away. Dorothy 
is now married again and lives in Washington, 
USA. 

Verlie and Ross are married, but Larry has 
never married. They all live in British Columbia. 

Bob, my eldest brother, married Evelyn 
Bardenhagen in 1939. They have three 
daughters, Cora Lyn, Alma Lee and Norma 
Jean. They are all married now and have 
families of thelr own. Floyd passed away in 
September of i941. He was never married. 
Frances, the adopted sister, is married and has 
three children. She lives in British Columbia. Bill 
also lives in British Columbia, but has never 
married. He and Frances both served in the 
Forces during the war. Eileen is married and 
lives in British Columbia. Dad left the farm in 
1940 and returned to Calgary. He enlisted in the 
Ordnance Corp in the Army for a couple of years 
during the war, and later moved to the coast to 
live. He passed away in March of 1974. Our step- 
mother is still alive and lives in Nanaimo, B.C, 





ISAACSON, ISAAC — by Hilja Sjoblom 

‘Mr. Isaac Isaacson came from Butte, Mon- 
tana about 1909, and filed on a homestead four 
and one-half miles west of Gilby, on SE 21-40-4- 
W5. He worked on his land during the summers, 
but made several trips back to Butte to work in 
the mines where he had been employed. He met 
a Mrs. Sophle Jewelberg, who had also been a 
homesteader’s wife near Rocky Mountain 











House. Her husband had passed away and she 
had returned to Butte to work. They were 
married in Butte in the early '20s, and came back 
to live on the homestead. 

‘Mr. and Mrs, Isaacson worked hard and kept 
the place nice. Their house was always open to 
passers-by, as in those days everyone travelled 
with horses. It was nice to be able to give the 
horses a rest and to get a lunch or a meal if it was 
close to a meal time. The Isaacson home was 
always such a friendly place. 

Mr. Isaacson took ill and passed away about 
1938, and was buried in the Gilby cemetery. Mrs. 
Isaacson lived on the place for a few more years, 
renting the fields but taking care of her stock. 

In 1940 Mrs. Isaacson sold her place to 
William Sjoblom, of Vancouver. After she sold 
the farm she had a small house built in Rocky 
Mountain House where she resided as long as she 
was able to take care of herself. She had to be 
taken to a nursing home in Edmonton, where she 
passed away in 1943, 

‘The Sjobloms owned this place for 36 years, 
then sold it to James Pollitt, who resides on it at 
present with his family. 


I THINK I SAW THE WE 
Osberg 
NOSTALGIC RETURN 

‘You_have probably experienced it. We all 
have. Rekindling old memories has a bitter- 
sweet effect which disturbs our beings as we 
hover between anticipation and regret. We an 
ticipate seeing things as they were, and then we 
regret that they have changed so much. 

I took my trip into the past recently by 
visiting the deserted farmstead of my childhood. 
It was not the first return visit. have been back 
half a dozen times, but still I am almost 
overwhelmed by the flood of nostalgic 
memories. 

‘Only the house remains now. The rest of the 
buildings have been torn down or moved. It is 
here that I stop first. The once stately spruces 
surrounding the house have become straggly and 
broken while the tired old building stands 
forlornly with its open porch slumping wearily 
almost to the ground. 

Inside I see the remains of the old wringer- 
washing machine. Immediately the smells and 
sounds of Wash Day return. I hear the put-put- 
put of the gasoline motor and the swish-chlug of 
the plungers. ‘The smell of exhaust from the pipe 
sticking out through the half-open window is 
heavy In the air, vying for recognition with the 
wet smell of the white garments being boiled on 
the wood stove. 

T shake my reverie and move on to other 
rooms. Decay has set in. The floors have 
crumpled in places and great expanses of 
wallpaper hang from the ceilings. Wallboard has 
been torn off in spots and the gaping holes reveal 
the log walls with moss still chinked between 
each timber. 





TODAY — by Bob 


Upstairs I find my iron bed and spring still in- 
tact. The open window and the non-insulated 
walls bring forth more memories. I can see my 
brothers and I thumping the wall and gleefully 
diving under the covers as our cousins, who were 
staying over, stared aghast at the horde of angry 
yellow-jackets buzzing through the open window. 
‘And I can smell the burning sulphur we used to 
try to smoke the wasps out of that wall. 

T leave the house, to wander through the 
‘woods. It was here in this parkland setting that 1 
developed my love for nature. I search for and 
find, though much fainter now, the path I had 
followed for years. Twice a day up to grade nine I 
hhad trod this winding trail for two miles to attend 
the one-room Medicine Valley School. Grass and 
underbrush has moved in on it but it silll remains 
an easy route to follow, and it still leads to the 
favorite spots that I knew so well. Strawberries 
still are growing in the little meadow, red 
currants hang over the bank of the meandering 
creek, and under the grove of spruce trees I see 
the large rotten log where a ruffed grouse still 
thumps out his challenge and love call. 

Tt isin the sloughs and muskegs that I see the 
most change, Iremember them as large bogs, so 
water-logged that a horse was unable to walk 
through at times. You could stand in one spot and 
shake the land for a hundred feet around. Now, 
oil-company roads criss-cross these areas and 
many are completely dry. 

Tsee a change in the Fiver, too. The Medicine 
River seems to flow much’ slower now. The 
brown grass-stained water is sluggish, allowing. 
weeds and algae to multiply readily. How well I 
remember swimming and skating that river. 
Because it is slow moving, a cold snowless fali 
provided miles of glass-smooth skating and sop: 
ping wet feet when we didn’t quite jump the 
beaver dams. After being used to the sparkling 
Highwood River, the thought of swimming in this 
grimy water is revolting. 

Our life is made up of memories, good and 
ad, and although I know one shouldn't dwell 
upon the past, I'm glad that T can take the oc 
casional trip back in time to taste some of those 
bitter-sweet memories. 


1Z0N, JOHN 

John Izon was born in London, England. His 
parents were in the steel mill business. 

He was in the American Army at the time of 
the Spanish-American war. Seeing little active 
service at this time because he was in hospital 
with typhoid fever. 

He homesteaded the N.W. 28-40-4-W5. Many 
were the amusing stories that he would tell about 
his team of huge holstein-hereford oxen, Turk 
and Blue, as he spent his evenings with the 
neighbors or at the Medicine Valley post oftice. 
‘This was a gathering place for the Saturday mail 
delivery. He lived alone and was found by his 
neighbors several days after he had died in 1946. 
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JANSSON, MR. AND MRS. JOHAN — by 
Daughter, Mrs. Emma Nygaard 

Mr. and Mrs. Jansson, with a daughter age 
‘wo years and a son age nine months, came from 
Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. to the Gilby district in 
uly of 1908. They filed on a homestead, NW 4-14- 
49-Ws. Soon after their arrival they built a two- 
roomed log cabin on their land. 

In November 1909 another’ son, Carl, was 
born, followed by a daughter, Emma, in’ 1912 
‘The last child, Marie was born in 1914. These 
three children were born in the small home with 
a neighbor serving as midwife. Doctors were not 
readily avallable, as the nearest towns were 
Lacombe and Red Deer. 

Until the year 1910 dad would walk to 
Lacombe for supplies, as there was no other 
‘means of travel. In 1910 the Gilby Store was 
Dullt, and this also served as our post office. At 
this time no roads had been built — any travel 
done was over the trails, winding around over 
the high ground. 

‘The first school in the district was bullt in 
1913. This building was located on NW 26-40-4-W5, 
and was known as the “Medicine Valley School”. 
‘The affairs of the school were administered by a 
board of three local men, the first board being 
Frank Lawton, Bill Withers, and Martin Engen, 
‘These men collected the taxes, hired and fired 
the teachers, and pald the teachers’ salaries 
The first teacher was Mr. Fallis, who served in 
1913-1914, From the years 1913 to 1918 there were 
nine teachers. During this time the teachers had 
to find board and room in the community with 
some of the farm families. In 1919 a teacherage 
was bullt, which solved the problem of teacher 
accommodations. In 1919 Mr. William Frame, a 
returned soldier, was hired as the teacher, and 
he served in this capacity for three years. The 
school was not well heated and our fingers would 
get so cold that we could hardly hold our pencils. 
By noontime our lunches would be frozen. For 
thls reason school holidays were scheduled for 
the winter months. In spite of these handicaps 
our beloved country school remained in constant 
use for us and our children until 1956. At this time 
the children started being bussed to the Eckville 
school, and later our old school building was sold 
and moved away to another location. 

Father, in his homeland of Sweden, was a 
blacksmith by trade. To help increase the family 
income after settling in the Gilby district he 
started doing blacksmith work at his farm. This 
enterprise filled a real need in the community 
and he became known as ‘‘Blacksmith Jansson”. 
‘There was not much income from this source in 
those early days because most of the people were 
as poor as we were. Since Father never turned 
anyone away, a lot of the work was done ‘‘on 
time” and the customers would pay him when 
they could, Nevertheless, by 1919 Dad was able 
to buy a quarter of C.P.R. land cornering our 
homestead, and began to break and to build on 
this land. 














In the spring of 1922 Mother became very ill, 
and passed away in May of that year. This was a 
great shock to dad, and he was left with the 
responsibility of raising five children ranging 
from eight to 16 years of age. Nevertheless, dad 
carried on, and in 1923 he finished the house 
which he had begun to build in the fall of 1921, 
and we moved into it. Dad was still doing a lot of 
blacksmith work but was beginning to be 
bothered by rheumatism. Then his heart started 
to give him trouble and in the spring of 1926 he 
was taken to the Lacombe hospital. Dad passed 
away in June of that year, and was buried beside 
mother in the Gilby cemetery. Now the two 
older children were left to try to keep us all 
together and to run the farm. We had no relatives 
in Canada, so other than the kindness shown by 
neighbors we were by ourselves. Since then life 
has been quite good to us. 

In 1927 my oldest sister, Elida, married 
Edwin Solberg and moved to a farm in the 
Bentley district. They had three children. At pre- 
sent they have retired and are living in the 
Leedale area. 

My oldest brother, William, never married. 
He lived on our home place and farmed in that 
district until his death, from a heart attack, in 
wa. 

‘My other brother, Carl, also a bachelor, had a 
farm east of Gilby. He later sold the farm and, 
following in dad’s footsteps, took up 
blacksmithing. He is now living in the Leslieville 
district and still enjoys farming and blacksmith 
work, 

I, Emma, am the fourth child, In 1929 T 
married Gus Nygaard. We had two children. We 
farmed in the Eckville district close to my first 
home for 31 years. We are now retired and are 
living in Eckville. 

My youngest sister, Marie, was married in 
1934 to Dave Hietala. They farmed in the Benalto 
area until they sold their farm in 1973 and retired 
to Red Deer to live. They have four children. 


KLEVEN, THEODORE — by Joan Maddox 

‘Theodore Kleven filed on the N.E. 33-40-4-W5 
about 1910 when he arrived from Minnesota, 
US.A. 

He was a bachelor who liked to visit, but he 
stuttered badly and would be annoyed if you 
tried to help him with what he wanted to say. He 
was often seen starting the trip to the Gilby Store 
with his bay team, Jennie and Boxer, about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, He would be late return- 
ing, as he had to stop and chat with everyone he 
met along the way. 

He served on the Medicine Valley school 
board for some time. In 1928 ill health forced him 
to sell out. He entered a Camrose nursing home 
and died there several years later. 


KOSKI FAMILY HISTORY — Frank, Elina and 
Children 
Frank Koski, born December 8, 1873 in Hult- 











Finland, and Ellina Peuru, born January 
28, 1874 in Vaasanlaani, Finland, were married 
on March 6, 1904 at Muttialla, Finland. Mr. 
Frank Koski came to Canada from Finland by 
ship in 1912 and homesteaded a quarter section 
about seven miles north-east of Leslieville, 
Alberta, In 1913 his wife Ellina, and daughter, 
‘Taimi, age six and son Arthur, age three, joined 
him on the homestead. On December 19, 1914 a 
son, Ernie was born, and Frank Jr. was born in 
Eckville, Alberta on October 7, 1918 

‘The Koski quarter-section was heavy timber 
and to get the land ready for seeding the trees 
had to be grubbed out by hand with an axe and a 
grub hoe. By means of much hard work, though, 
bby 193 over half of the quarter was in farm land, 
Like so many of the ploneer farmers, Mr. Koski 
worked at many jobs to help get the farm started 
and to buy a cow and work horses. During the 
years 1912 and 1913 the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
Toad was building a line between Red Deer and 
Rocky Mountain House, and Mr. Koski was em- 
ployed on this job. The line was later extended to 
Nordegg, where a coal mine, known as Brazeau. 
Colliers, was being developed. 

Mr. Koski packed flour and other necessary 
household supplies on his back from Red Deer fo 
the homestead. It was a three-day trip if the 
weather was good, but longer if it was stormy. 

rt Koski, who was born in 1910, remembers 
his dad broadcasting (planting) the wheat by 
hand. He doe~ — xecall how it was covered, but 
supposed this was done by a harrow being 
dragged over the field. Haying was done by a 
seythe and a three-foot hand rake, then put to 
cure on wooden cross stakes stuck in the ground. 
When it came time to cut the wheat the neighbors 
came with sickles. Men and women worked side 
by side and tied the bundles with straw and then 
stooked them. After they became dry the bundles 
were stacked. Later in the winter, after the other 
farm work was finished, the bundles were 
threshed with a “flail” and on windy days they 
threw the mixture into the air so the chaff would 
blow away from the wheat. As the age of im- 
provements crept in, the wheat was cut with a 
scythe with some sort of rack on It, to catch the 
wheat, until there was enough for @ bundle and 
then dumped off and tied by hand. 

In 1940 Mr. and Mrs. Koski soid their farm 
and retired to the town of Sylvan Lake, into a 
new home which their son-inlaw, Mr. Carl 
Soderland, had bullt for them. Their daughter, 
‘Taiml, had married Carl Soderiand in 1932. They 
are now living in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
and they have a daughter, Margaret, who 1s 
married to Tom Keys. Margaret and Tom have 
six children. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Koski have 
both passed away, and are both buried in the 
Sylvan Lake cemetery. 


FRANK KOSKI JR. 
Frank Koski Jr. married Edith Cumming of 
Leslieville area in 1941. They made their home 





first close to the Blueberry school, then moved to 
the Rocky-Nordegg area and finally to 
Invermere, British Columbia. They have four 
girls — Elaine, Donna, Frankie, Debbie and 
have one son, Gerald. Frank and Edith have had 
saw mill and lumber businesses both in Alberta 
and in British Columbia. 


ERNIE KOSKI 

Ernie Koski, son of Frank and Ellina, was 
born in the homestead house on December 19, 
1914, and grew up in the Leslieville and 
Blueberry district. In 1935 he met May Taylor 
and they were married on October 28, 1939. Ernie 
and May bought the Koski homestead and lived 
there for a year before moving to Nordegg in 
1941. At Nordegg Ernie worked for the Brazeau 
Coal Company for almost 15 years, until the mine 
closed down, They then moved to the Millet- 
Edmonton area in 1954 where they lived until 
moving to Red Deer in late 1955, where they have 
lived since that time. 

Ernie and May have two daughters, Lois and 
Linda. Lois was born in Bentley, Alberta on 
September 11, 1939. She married Gary K. Allison 
on May 16, 1959, and they have two children, 
They live in Red Deer. Linda was born in the 
town of Nordegg on February 7, 1954. She grew 
up in Red Deer, but later moved to Calgary. She 
married Frank Marasco Jr. in Calgary in June, 
1977, 








‘rnie’s occupation in Red Deer has been with 
Flint Engineering and Construction. On May 28, 
1977 at the Capri Motor Inn he received a 20-year 
pin award. May was interested In music 
throughout “her life, and played several in 
struments, including the violin and drums. In 
4977 she was still with an entertaining group and 
dance band called the “Outcasts”. 


ART KOSKI 

Art Koski was born October 10, 1910. He 
remembers that, while he was growing up, he 
plowed many a furrow by the use of a walking 
plow. In 1931 he helped build highway 11, work- 
ing with a team and fresno (a dirt slip). He also 
helped built the number 12 highway, between 
Bentley and Rimbey, Alberta. 

Art married Edna Jackson of Rocky Moun- 
tain House in 1934. They have two children — 
Shirley and Marvin, Shirley married Dave 
Callen of Rocky Mountain House and they, with 
thelr four children, now live in Rapid View, 
Saskatchewan. Marvin married Heather Darch 
of Big Valley, Alberta. They and their two 
children live in Calgary. 

‘The children attended the Blueberry School 
and Art remembers some winters when the snow 
was so deep that the school had to be closed for 
weeks at a time, and in the spring the crust was 
so hard that they could walk cross-country to 
school. 

Art is retired now and lives in Westview 
Lodge in Rocky Mountain House. Art and Edna 








farmed a few miles north-east of Rocky Moun- 
tain House for many years. 





LAKEVOLD, MR. AND MRS. OLE — by Alice 
Lakevold Horsch 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Ole Lakevold moved to Gilby 
with their four children, Olga, Cora, Roy and 
Alice about 1919. We ‘settled close by the 
‘Medicine River on NE 36-40-3-W5. 

T attended the Medicine Valley school and 
rode my horse to school. We did enjoy our six 
years at Gilby with our good neighbors and 
friends. We remember many good times we had 
there. We would fish in the river, and we had a 
good patch of raspberries on our place. Many 
people came to pick them. 
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Lakevod penis 1922. 


My sister Olga married Alex Ferguson of 
Gilby and they lived across the river from us. 
Dad built a foot-bridge across the river for us to 
use in getting to my sister’s home, and it was 
very helpful to us. 

From Gilby, mother and dad moved back to 
Provost, Alberta, where dad had homesteaded. 
‘They continued fo live there until they passed 
away. 

Cora has passed away. Olga lives in Kelowna, 
B.C., and Roy lives at Kingston, Washington, 
U.S-A. My husband and I live’ in Spokane, 
Washington, U.S.A. We have ason and he and his 
family live in Spokane, also. 


‘THE LARSEN FAMILY — by Martha Reirson 

It was in the year 1910 that we, my mother, 
four brothers and myself, left Norway — the 
third of May, to be exact. On the fourth we 
landed at Newcastle, England about noon, and 
arrived at Liverpool in the evening. We stayed 
there for two days. In the late afternoon on Fri- 
day, we were put on the boat for Canada. On the 
113th of May we landed in Quebec. We boarded the 
train that same day and for four days and nights 
we sat on those hard wooden seats, until we 
reached Calgary on the 17th. Here we changed 
trains for Lacombe, Alberta, this time riding on 
cushioned seats! 

‘There was no room in the hotel in Lacombe, 
but an old man took us to a rooming house where 
we stayed until the morning of the 19th. A man 











with a team and light wagon started off for 
Gilby, with us and our baggage. This transporta- 
tion had been arranged by Ole Boody, as we did 
not know anyone there, and brother Bob was not 
there to meet us. We arrived at Gilby in the eve- 
ning. Gus and Mike Sestrap had the store at that 
time. We all had supper and stayed overnight 
with them, Gus brought in a big armful of hay 
and spread it on the floor, put some blankets over 
It, and we slept just fine, all in one big bed. Next 
morning, Gus said that Bob would be here by 10 
or Io’clock. We wondered how he knew that, but 
Mr. Vidmark had come and my two brothers, 
John and Halvar, went along to get brother Bob 
to tell him we were at Gilby. In about one hour 
the three of them came back and had dinner, and 
shortly after that Jake Amburs came with a 
team and wagon and took us all up to Bob's 
house. We stopped at Ambur's place to meet the 
family, his wife and four children. The men were 
gathering up axes and saws to clear away bush 
and trees on the trail, 

‘When we had been at our new home for about 
three days Bob said that he would take me to 
show me were to get milk and butter. So we met 
the Lawton family. Mrs. Lawton was home with 
her children while Mr. Lawton was away work: 
ing. There we got our milk and butter that 
summer, and learned our first English from Bill, 
Kathy, and Mrs. Lawton, who was very kind to 
the children. Twice a week we got one pail of 
fresh milk, which we paid for, one of skim 
milk, which she gave us. 





L. to R. Back: Amt Larsen, Emil Rolfien. Front: Hans 
Reison, Lule Larson, Robert Larson. 


Bob and John went out to work on the road. 
‘Mr. Hunt was the boss and had his whole family 
with him. They started work over by Leedale, or 
Wittenburg, as it was called in those days. They 
worked on the road until late fall. Before they left 
Bob told us what he wanted us to do. Halvar, or 
Hal, as we called him, was to cut logs for the 
barn — enough for the walls. Hal cut them down 
and we Kids cut the branches and took the bark 
off so they could dry. The bark came off easily, 
as the sap was still running. 

Later Halvar cut hay, using a scythe. It was 








hard work for a 16-year-old-boy. He had made us 
some hand rakes, and we raked it and stacked it, 
‘When the oats were ripe, Hal cut them, also, with 
the scythe. We made bundles and set them up. 
The next year Hal dug a root house in the hill for 
our potatoes and other garden stuff. It was there 
for many years. He also made a wheelbarrow to 
haul away the dirt. Halvar and John each filed on 
a quarter of land — Hal west of Bob’s and John 
on the north side. They farmed together for some 
years. 

In 1918, they started to build a new house — a 
big one — and had it finished in March, 1920, 
‘There was lots of snow that winter, and it laid on 
the ground for a long time. Our mother, Anna 
Larsen, died in 1918, so she did not get to live in 
the new house. 

‘John came back from the coast late in the fall 
of 1918. He had been fishing and working at other 
jobs there. There was lots of flu that winter. 
Some of our neighbors were very sick, and one 
died, but we escaped the flu that time. When a 
person went to an auction sale he was to wear a 
mask, or to wear a handkerchlef over his nose 
and mouth. 

Halvar left home in 1922, first going to British 
Columbia, then on to Alaska, where he died in 
April, 1923, from being gassed in a mine. John 
left home some years later, and has not been 
back. Arnt left for the United States in the middle 
of the twenties and was back to visit in 1969. He 
Gied later that fall. Lule lett Bob's place in 1929, 
first going to the prairies to work in the harvest 
and then over to British Columbla. He now lives 
in Prince George, B.C, He is married and has 
two children. 

Bob lived on his farm until he got sick. He 
died in January, 1963 at 78 years of age. In the 
years he was farming he used only horses. He 
had an auction sale in 1931 and rented the farm 
after that. 


THE FRANK LAWTON FAMILY — by Joan 
Maddox 

In 1898 Frank Lawton, a qualified carpenter 
and also a player on the “Bolton Wanderer's 
Rugby Team”, was married to Clara Gilbert, 
who was parlor maid to Adkin and Sons, the 
millionaire tobacco people. 

‘On March 7, 1906 they set sail for Canada with 
William, age five, Kathleen, age three and Joan, 
aged 11 months. Thelr only possessions were con: 
tained in two metal trunks and a few cases. It 
was a rough, two-week journey, travelling 
steerage. All were very sea-sick. 

They spent one month on a farm at 
Woodstock, Ontario, later travelling by train to 
Lacombe, Alberta, arriving with 75 cents. They 
rented a single room over the harness makers’ 
shop. Frank got work at once in the sash and 
door factory. That summer he came to the 
Medicine Valley and filed on the NW 34-40-4-W5, 
During that year they bought a milk cow, a team 
of buckskin ponies and a light wagon, which, by 








Frank Lawton 1898 Clara Lawton, 


the spring of 1907, had been made into a covered 
‘wagon to hold all of their belongings. Leading the 
cow behind, they started the week-long trip west, 
the latter part being only trails winding along the 
highest ground. The river had to be forded. They 
made a tent of the wagon cover to live in while 
the one-room sod-roofed house was built from 
logs. When it rained, as it seemed to do all 
summer, the water would pour through the roof. 
‘The canvas again was stretched to keep the beds 
dry. The children would sit on the trunks with 
rain capes and sail paper boats on the water as it 
was being swept to the gap where the floor met 
the walls. Old Shep would come from under the 
table and shake himself. Frank would be away 
most of the summer, building for farmers 
around Lacombe. By fall they were able to buy 
two more heifers. 

In January, 1908, Alick was born, in 40-below 
zero weather, with only a small cook stove for 
heating. Frank was doctor, nurse and 
housekeeper. 

In 1910 a 14 by 14 feet lumber shack with 
shingle root was bought for $25 from Bill 
Kurshaw, who had homesteaded NW 36-40-4.W5, 
but was leaving his homestead. Roger was born 
in this house on October 7, 1910. Frank again 
managing alone. 

The meat which the family ate consisted of 
wild chickens, partridge, and rabbits. Wild 
berries provided a plentiful supply of fruit for the 
family table. They were now raising the steer 
calves for oxen to do the field work, as some land 
had been cleared. Mail and supplies were got 
once a month from Lockhart, where the most 
needed groceries were sold. It was a long day's 
trip for two men and a team and wagon. They 
would carry a chain and spade to get the wagon 
out when it became stuck in the numerous 
swamps. Letters from England and the Eaton's 
catalogue were very welcome portions of the 
mail. 

In 1910 the Medicine Valley Post Office was 
opened on Mr. E..T. Wither's place. Mike Sestrap 
built a store at Gilby, just five miles away. Life 
was indeed improving! Milk was strained into a 
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tall can with a tap at the bottom. After it stood all 
night the milk was drained out and from the 
cream butter was chumed to be traded for 
groceries at the Gilby Store. There was only one 
ony left by this time, so the Jersey steer was 
Griven with him on these trips. ‘There were 
almost seven years between the trips Mrs. Law- 
ton made. Visits to neighbors were often only 
once a year! She enjoyed good reading, and kept 
up a regular correspondence with relatives and 
friends in England, 

Mrs. Lawion, coming from a family of dress: 
makers, was very capable at making over the 
clothing that people had given to her. At first by 
hand, and later with the use of an old sewing 
machine, she kept the family clothed. In 1916 the 
ld machine was replaced by a Singer treadle 
machine that is stil in use. Mrs. Lawton also 
Sewed and made hats for friends, enjoying their 
visit at the same time, They always weleomed 
whoever came that way with a meal or even a 
bed on the floor, itneeded. Mrs. Lawton acted as 
mid.wife at several births 

‘arly in 1811, as there were 12 children in the 
area between the ages of eight and 13 years, It 
was decided to apply for a school, ‘There was 
Some opposition from bachelors and. those 
without schookage children, although not so 
Severe as in the Leafland district to the west 
where at the beginning of the meeting all knives 
and guns were ordered to be put on the table. 

"There was now a larger log house being built 
with an upstairs. ‘The first floor was the usual 
rough lumber, but later a hand-planed, with 
tongue and groove, one was put down. This work 
twas done in the house in winter, soit was a happy 
day when the work bench, shavings, and sawdust 
all' were cleared out, 

On March 3, 1913 Derrick was born, again 
Frank was in charge of the birth. Other than 
colds, the family suffered no sickness through 
the years. 

In the spring of 1913 the school that had been 
built on the NW 2440--W5 was opened with Mr. 
Fallis as teacher. It was quite an event for 
children who had scarcely been out of thelr own 
yards. ‘The path to the school led through 
Swamps, and'in summer shoes were carried to 
bbe put on at school. The school board members 
were F. Lawton, B. Withers and M. Engen. The 
students that year were Chloe, Walter, Lester 
and Jim Amburs, Bertha Backus, Fred and An- 
nie Bardenhagen, Lyle and Cassius Engen, 
William, Kathleen’ and Joan Lawton. The rate of 
assessment was eight cents per acre. The 
Secretary-treasurer got $30 per year. The 
teacher's salary was $40 per month, and he did 
oie janitor work. Mr. Fallis taught the 1914 term 
also. 

‘The oxen had now been sold, a team of mares 
bought, and colts were being raised, so farming 
went a'litle faster. 

On July 25, 1915 a premature baby girl was 
born, but lived only one day. Mrs. Best, a trained 











nurse and the only medical help for many miles, 
came on horseback to help. 

More settlers were coming, bridges were be- 
ing built, and roads improved, as everyone could 
work on them to pay the taxes. Some men 
worked by hand and others used a team, putting 
down logs to corduroy the low places. School con- 
certs were held at Christmas, and occasionally 
there would be a church service in the school. 
The only other religious training was taught in 
the home. 

In 1919 the Lawtons bought the NE-32-40.4-W5 
for $2000. They moved there for the summer to 
break more land. There was now a nice herd of 
Shorthorn cattle, Wheat and a large garden was 
put in, as on the higher land, they were away 
from the frost. Hail came when the lovely crop 
was almost ripe, cutting the yield very low. They 
always looked on the bright side, so planned for 
another year. William had now homesteaded NE 
6-44-4-W5. Clearing and breaking was also done 
there in 1920. 

(On April 25, 1921 tragedy struck the family, as, 
Frank died’ suddenly from a cerebral 
hemorrhage. The neighbors made the casket and 
he was buried in the Gilby cemetery. Billy, not 
yet 21 years old, with his sisters, managed the 
farm. The work’ was hard, as the heavy wheat 
undies had to be stooked, then stacked to await 
the threshing crew which would come later in the 
fall. 

A few years later Billy traded his land for a 
steam threshing outfit. Now stook threshing was 
done. Clara, although still saddened by her loss, 
kept cheerful as she watched her family growing 
up and taking an interest in their friends and 
soclal activities. 

‘The log house was enlarged, with a 
living room and bedroom above it. The first radio 
was bought, and in due time a model T Ford car. 

In 1926 Kathleen married Clarence Ferguson, 
who had bought land in the area. In 1928 Joan 
married Jervel Maddox and they moved to Win- 
field, Alberta. In 1937 Billy married Ann 
‘McLeod, and they moved onto the NE 32-40-4-W5, 
which he had bought. In 1940 Derrick moved onto 
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Bardenhagens, farming there until moving to 
Eckville. He was married to Dorothy Rauhala, 
and they have three daughters. 

Clara now had only Alick and Roger at home. 
She kept very active and interested in the 
grandchildren. She was also enjoying a new six- 
roomed house, a better car and nice ciothes, that 
she had never forgotten how to choose and wear. 
She would never be seen out without her hat and 
gloves. 

Clara’s health was failing, and after a short 
illness she passed away on May 3, 1947. 

Alick and family, and Roger, stl live on “The 
Covered Wagon Homestead”, where hospitality 
is just as great as it was in 1906, Alick is married 
to the former Eileen McTighe. 


LAWTON, WILLIAM AND ANN 
Bill Lawton was born in Kent, England, in 
1900. He came to Canada with his parents and 
sisters in 1906, spending the first year in 
Lacombe where he went to school. In the spring 
of 1907, they travelled by covered wagon to the 
homestead; the trip taking seven days, 

Bill, then seven, helped his mother with the 
chores, as his father was a carpenter and spent 
some of the summer months away. The stove 
‘wood had to be cut with a buck saw and water 
carried from the creek nearby. 

Grain for seed and feed was beaten with a 
flail on a canvas, put through an old bed spring, 
then poured from a pail in the wind to clean the 
chaff out. 

‘When the Medicine Valley School was built in 
1913, he attended for three years before leaving 
School to help with the farm work. In 1918, he 
homesteaded NE 6-41-4-W5. 

He and the family worked hard clearing and 
breaking the land to get thirty-five acres so he 
could get the title. His father passed away 
suddenly in 1921 leaving him responsible to run 
the farm with the help of his sisters and younger 
brothers. 

Bill’s early dream of owning a steam engine 
came true in 1925 when he traded his land for a 
threshing outfit. The whistle could be heard 
across the Valley. 

In the early thirties, he started a saw mill 
together with his brothers, which sawed lumber 
for many of the buildings between Leedale and 
Eekville. 

In 1987 he married Ann McLeod of Calgary 
who was teaching in the district. 

‘That year, the saw mill was moved to a 
timber limit 20 miles north of Rocky Mountain 
House where it was operated until 1944. It was 
quite an experience for Ann to spend the winter 
Ina logging camp. 

In the spring of 1940, forest fires covered the 
area and were out of control. They removed the 
roof from the mill buildings to save heat on the 
machinery. When the fire died down, they went 
back expecting ruins but very little had been 
burnt. 

















During the winter, they had hauled the 
lumber to higher land. The fire had got to the 
lumber piles, but the wind had changed so none 
was lost. The McTighe mill nearby was a com- 
plete loss, 

‘They returned to farming near the old home 
and later owned NW 7-41-3-Ws and SW 5-41-3-W5. 
It was told that they moved so often that when he 
put the chicken crate In the yard the hens would 
go into it 





Wiliam and Anne Lawton, Graham and Lynn 


In 1949, a son, Graham, was born, who 
married Judy Sears. They have two sons. 

Tn November, 1950 their daughter Lynn 
arrived, She married Ken Wilton, is a lab. techni- 
cian, and lives in Vancouver, B.C. 

Bill took an active interest in community af- 
fairs and could always take time to recall the 
early days in,the Valley with his many friends, 
although arthritis and failing health had kept 
him nearer home the last few years. He passed 
away January 16, 1974, 

Ann now lives'in Rocky Mountain House, 


LAWTON, ALICK AND ROGER. 

‘Alick and Roger (Dodge) Lawton were born 
and raised on the old farm which their parents 
homesteaded in 1906 and where they still live. 
They attended the Medicine Valley school and 
later farmed with their brothers Bill and Dick 
and thelr mother. Their father had passed away 
in 1921. Their two sisters, Kathy and Joan, were 
married about this time. The farm then con- 
sisted of a half section of land. 

‘Until about 1920, the farming was done with 
horses. They both worked on the steam threshing 
outfit that Bill had bought in 1926. In 1930, Alick 
bought a threshing outfit and ran it with a 22-36 
McCormick Deering tractor which still runs 
good. About this time, they sold most of the cattle 
which were shorthorn milk stock and received 
about $1100 for 38 head. They then began to build 
up a herd of Hereford cattle with a yearling bull 
bought from Wm. Broderson at Leedale for $50. 

In 1932, they started in the sawmill business 
with a mill that had formerly been owned by 
Jabez McPherson, Julius Johnson and the 
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Northcott Bros. The mill was driven by Bill's 
Nichols and Shephard steam engine. This was 
traded on a 80H.P. case formerly owned by Hugo 
Motus. About 1935, Bill puchased a 110 H.P. 
Case to drive the mill and farmers from as far as 
Rimbey hauled logs to be sawn. In 1937, a timber 
limit was bought 20 miles north of Rocky and the 
four brothers operated it together until 1940. 
Alick and Dodge then sold out to Bill and Dick 
‘Their mother had passed away in 1947, They then 
continued to increase their cattle herd under the 
name of Lawton Bros. Covered Wagon 
Homestead and now run about 1,000 head during 
the summer of mostly Herefords and also keep 
about 50 horses of mainly quarter horse 
breeding. Their farm and pasture land has been 
increased to about 20 quarter sections with ad- 
ditional leased pasture. 
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Lawton Siga, Alck and Roger Lawton had this sgn erected in 
memory of thet parents who homesteaded the land in 1906. Roget 
passed sway Febuary 1978. lick now owns the property. 





For several years, they trucked cattle to the 
Elk Creek Flats to pasture and then had a trail 
drive to bring them home in the fall which took 
about four days, Many interesting experiences 
were encountered hauling over Corkscrew 
‘Mountain on the trunk road west of Caroline and 
also on the fall trail drive home. 

In 1957, Alick was married to Eileen McTighe 
who had grown up on the east side of the valley 
north of Gilby. They have one daughter, 
Lorraine, who is taking nursing in Red Deer and 
one son, Jim, attending Eckville High School. 
Eileen fad previously been married to the late 
Robt. Alexander at Dunean, B.C. and has three 
adopied children John, Pat and Nan, 

‘The Lawton Bros. home has always been a 
meeting place for friends and neighbors from far 
and near and many summer evenings and 
weekend trail rides begin there and travel into 
the hill country to the northwest. Dodge has 
always been interested in horses and still enjoys 
leading the Eckville parade and the grand entry 
at the Eckville Rodeo. Many interesting ex 
periences are told of the early years. Some old 
timers recall seeing what they called a ghost 
light that floated around at night. It was first 
reported being seen about 1915 by Jack Mullarky 








Ali and Eileen Lawton. 


who was then living on what {s now the Mark 
Smale farm. Late one night, he walked to a 
spring for a pail of water some distance from the 
house when suddenly, he was startled by a 
strange light above him. As he returned to the 
house, it followed above him and then circled the 
house’ several times before disappearing. Ap- 
parently, it was the size of a football and was 
seen quite often for a few years around that dis- 
trict. No satisfactory explanation has ever been 
given as to what It was, 

‘Alick and Dodge Lawton have always had a 
great deal of satisfaction in accomplishing what 
many would not attempt and their roots have 
grown very deeply into the old Covered Wagon 
Homestead. 

Dodge passed away February 13, 1978 with in 
terment in the Gilby cemetery. 


LAWTON, DICK AND DOROTHY 

Derrick (Dick) Lawton and Dorothy Rauhala 
were married in Rimbey on June 29, 1957. Prior 
to their marriage, Dorothy had taught school in 
Rimbey and Bluffton. She was born west of 
Ponoka, where she took her early schooling and 
later attended Concordia College and U of A in 
Edmonton, 

Dick was born in the Gilby District northwest 
of Eckville and attended the Medicine Valley 
school. He later farmed with his brothers Bili, 
Alick and Roger. Their father had passed away 










Derrick and Dorothy Lawton, 


in 1921. They also ran a sawmill near home and 
later moved the mill 20 miles north of Rocky 
Mountain House. 

In the epring of 1940 a big fire went through 
that area, burning out the McTighe and 
‘McDougal Mills but missed the Lawtons’ camp. 
4 large amount of logs and lumber was lost at 
the McTighe Mill but about 200,000 feet of Lawton 
Bros. lumber which had been hauled there to be 
on a summer road, fortunately was saved. The 
MeTighe family and their crew were trapped at 
the mill and, in the confusion, were separated. 
However, most of them escaped by a bush trail 
past. McDougal’s Mill. Phillip and Maurice 
McTighe and a few others had almost given up 
hope of getting out, but managed to get east 
through the fire to safety. Alick and Dick Lawton 
got there about 10 o'clock at night and found the 
whole country on fire, but managed to get Into 
the mill yard and bring out a man suffering 
burns and exposure. He had climbed into a large 
barrel of cold water until the fire passed. Later 
that night, the fire cut off the road out, burning 
the two bridges over the Wolf Creek, so they had 
to stay at the burnt-out mill until they rebuilt the 
bridges. Two milk cows and many chickens were 
found burnt to death where the fire caught them. 








Bil and Dick Lawton 1928 


‘The next day, Constable McMullen from Rocky 
Mountain House and Constable Christopher of 
Rimbey arrived with a search party to look for 
an older man named Tom Scully that was 
reported to have been caught in the fire. His body 
was found the next day and he had died from 
burns and exposure from lying in the cold creek 
while the fire went over. He was buried where he 
was found but a few days later was moved to the 
Leslieville cemetery. A book could be written of 
the hardships and the humour of the sawmill 
days between the Wolf and Beaver Crecks. 

‘After their marriage, Dick and Dorothy Law- 
ton purchased the late Dr. Coppock home in 
Eckville and Dick took over the Eckville Bakery 
with his nephew, Lawrence Ferguson. This was 
operated for nearly a year and then sold out to 
Eugene and Helen Bednard. 

During the first few years, Dorothy went back 
to summer school at U of A and obtained her 
B.Ed. She continued to teach English and drama 
in the Eckville High School until weakened 
health which began with an almost fatal attack 
of pneumonia and pleurisy in 1965 forced her to 
retire from active teaching during the last few 
years. 

In 1964, they built a new home on their 
acreage by the Medicine River adjoining the 
northeast corner of Eckville and moved there 
with their three daughters, Linda, Jane and 
‘Gwen where they operated a feed lot for several 
years. 

In 1975, Dick rented out the farm land and has 
since worked at the Eckville Co-op Hardware. 
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‘THE LEAFLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT — by 
Martha Reirsen 

In the early years there were many families 
in the Leafland school district. About 1911 many 
people came into the area and took up 
homesteads. John Iversen, with a family of three 
little girls, settled across the road from Bob 
Larsen’s place. Mr. and Mrs. John Vosberg and 
Mr. and Mrs. John Wick came to the district, but 
they did not stay very long. Iversens and Wicks 
left for British Columbia ‘to start fishing for 
halibut and cod. Mrs. Vosberg died in 1916, so 
John Vosberg took his little daughter, Jean, and 
went to the U.S.A. to Mrs. Vosberg's folks. The 
baby died shortiy after her mother’s death. 

Others who lived in the Leafland district for 
some years but who have now moved away in- 
clude the Joe Wolneys, Kingerskis, 0. E 
Salmons, Reins, Rolfsens, Tom Cummings (all 
of whom are now dead), Lautamus, to mention a 
few. Mr. and Mrs. Farrant have both passed 
away, their daughter now lives in Eckville. All of 
the Larsen family are gone, and Lule lives in 
Prince George, B.C. 

Albert Rangen came to the district about 1925. 
Mr. Rangen passed away many years ago and 
‘the’ young people have all left now. Of the 
original old-timers the Heikkinen family are stil 
there. Some of the Relrsen family are still living 
on the same old place but others of the family 
have moved away. Mr. Hans Relrsen passed 
away in 1974, 


‘The Caseys and the Allens came in the early 











1930's but the Allen family has now moved away 
and the Leslies live on the Allen’s place. 

We had lots of bachelor neighbors. John Izon 
came in 1908. In 1910 Hans Reirsen found John 
‘Anderson on the railroad and got him to take a 
homestead, Oscar Anderson came in 1909, and 
his brother Andrew came from Sweden in 1913, 
‘They were real good neighbors. T. P. Kleven 
came in 1911 and stayed until he got sick and had 
to be taken away. Then Bill Tilley got a 
homestead west of this place. Frank Prause got 
sick and sold his place. Charlie Wardell had a 
homestead across from Leafland school, but all 
those bachelors passed away many years ago. 

‘During the era of the Leafland School the 
teachers had to board out. Farrants boarded 
teachers during the earlier years, but it was 
quite a distance to walk to school. Later, 
teachers were able to board at the Cummings 
home. Caseys and Allens also boarded teachers 
some of the years. Some districts were able to 
provide a teacherage for the teachers, which was 
much better for them. 

‘A Rev. MeDonald lived close to the school and 
he was the Secretary-Treasurer of the school dis- 
trict for many years. Hans Reirsen and Mr. 
‘Madsen served on the school board at the time. 
When Mr. McDonald became sickly and had to 
leave, Mr. Stears became the Secretary. Other 
trustees who served on the board were John 
Lautamus, Oscar Anderson and Mr. Rangen. 
‘After some years Hans Reirsen declined to be on 
any school board. Soon the schoolhouse and the 
barn were sold, The children in the district are 
now bussed to town; thus, the end of the country 
schools. 

Tn 1922 Gustav and Clara Reirsen started to 
school at Leafland. Their father took them to 
‘school the first day, just to see that they got there 
all right. The teacher's name was Mr. Earl 
Halpin, of Lacombe. He taught for only a short 
time before going back to University to study to 
become a dentist. He later settled in Rimbey and 
had his practice there. 

In 1913 four and three-quarter sections of land 
in the south-east corner of T 41-5.W5 were in- 
cluded in the newly formed district of Leafland. 
‘The school was built on the south-east corner of 
SE 141-5 in 1915 and opened just two months 
after the Washington Heights school to the 
north-west. 

‘The Kiengersky, Zaleski, Burns and Wolney 
children were some of the ones who attended the 
school from this township. Ed Ostrem served as 
trustee, A. Lewis as chairman and Albert 
Rangen as secretary of Leafland School. 

Robert M. Erskine a prominent plant breeder 
in the Carlos district, has named his gardens on 
the SW 13, (about two miles north of the school) 
the Leafland Nurseries. He gave the name, 
Leafland Beauty, to a hardy shrub rose 
developed from his cross breeding program, and 
also gave the name to a hardy variety of apple he 
developed. 








Others who taught at the Leafland school in: 
cluded Miss Teresa Miller, Miss McKinnon, Lila 
Anderson, Miss Herman (from Sylvan Lake), 
Miss Tafteland, Miss Albert, Mr. William 
Bradshaw (1927-1928), Mr. Cliff Arvcock (three 
terms), Mr. William ‘Kirch (four terms), Mrs, 
‘Anne Lawton, Ruth Hill, Mary Layton, and Ida 
Bergstrom, Later there were just supervisors, or 
sitters. The children got the lessons from Ed- 
‘monton. Soon the Leafland school was closed and 
sold, as were so many other schools in the nearby 
districts. 

‘There used to be a pienic at the school each 
year, at the end of June, when school was out, 
and this was a great day for the adults as well as 
for the children. They played ball and ran races, 
and often there were other contests or games of 
various kinds. 

‘The Christmas concert was always another 
highlight of the school year. The teachers and the 
children worked very hard at it so they could pre- 
sent a successful performance. Everybody en- 
joyed their singing, plays and recitations. 

‘But those days are gone forever! The schools, 
and even the buildings are gone from most dis- 
trlets, If it is for the best, or not, I do not know. 








LEE, THOMAS AND MINNIE — by Joan Mad- 
dox 

Mr, and Mrs. Lee, with her daughter, Alma, 
age 18 years and son, Jervel Maddox, 14 years 
old, came in the spring of 1914 to homestead S.W 
21-40-4-W5. 

They were hard-working thrifty people, 
always willing to share their lovely garden 
vegetables. He, and later, Jervel, would leave to 
find work for as little as one dollar a day. They 
always had to carry their own blankets. Mrs. Lee 
and Alma stayed home to take care of the 
animals. 

When Jervel was 1514 years old he worked on. 





Thomas and Minnie Lee 





a farm near Eckville for titteen dollars a month. 
He would do the chores, then take a four-horse 
team and drive to Alhambra, There he would cut 
load of tamarae posts to bring back in the even- 
ing. The cold lunch provided for him would be 
thawed over a fire which he built at noon. 

One day it was 40 degrees below zero by even- 
Ing. The sleigh runners would stick to the road. 
He had to leave the load as the horses were ex: 
hausted. For several days he spent his time do: 
{ng chores and also split a large pile of firewood. 

in 1919 he was in Idaho, U.S.A. Work there 
was scarce, so he joined the United States 
Marines and had an opportunity to see some of 
the world during the next two years. By 1922 
Jervel had returned to Canada and took up a 
homestead near Winfield, Alberta, 

‘Mr. Lee rented his farm in 1919, sold the cattle 
and moved to Vernon, British Columbia for one 
year. Then they returned to the farm and con 
iinued farming until 1943, when they retired to 
Eckville, A few years later they entered the 
‘Twilight Lodge in Red Deer. Mr. Lee passed 
away on November 28, 1957 and Mrs. Lee on 
January 25, 1960, 


LESLIE, ROY AND OLIVE 

In 1961 Roy and Olive Leslie bought the land 
previously owned by Warren Allen, NW 31-404 
W5 and NW and SW 6-41-4 WS. They also bought 
the NW and SW 33-40-5 WS from John Koshkin in 
1965. They left Mossleigh, Alberta in the spring of 
11965 and built a home on NW 31-40-4 WS. Although 
intending to retire they soon became 
enthusiastically involved in clearing land, plant- 
ing crops and raising cattle. 

‘Olive and Roy have four children and 12 
grandchildren. Their son Jack and his wife 
Carolyn, farm in partnership with their parents. 
Jack has been in the district since 1962 and owns 
NE 31-404 Ws, S 2840.5 W5 and E 1-415 W5 
where they live. They have three boys. 

Their daughter Elsie and husband Bob 
Montgomery have the SE 28-7-40-4 W5 and SW 17- 
40-4 W5 which was formerly owned by Gordon 
Ames. Bob works for an industrial firm, co- 
ordinating the construction of plants in various 
parts of the country. They have just returned 
from a year’s stay in Alaska where Bob co- 
ordinated the construction of a fertilizer plant 
addition. They have one son and Elsie has a son 
and daughter by a former marriage. 

‘Their daughter Janet and husband Lyle Nash 
live in High River where Lyle is involved in the 
oil industry. They have three sons. 

‘Their son Tom and wife Phyllis live in Ed. 
monton and have three children, Tom has just 
started a trucking business. 

‘The Leslies are kept very busy with their 
farming operation and enjoy a host of friends 
here, and the many friends and relatives who 
come from the south country to enjoy the 
beauties of thelr new homeland — where they 
“came to retire” a decade ago. 
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LITVAM, AUGUST AND ALMA 

‘Alma, second daughter of Mart and Emma 
Sestrap, grew up following her father’s footsteps 
and consequently she was familiar with every 
phase of work involved in operating an eight hun- 
Gred acre farm. In the 1910's and 1920's all the 
farm work was done with horses, and an 80 cow 
herd was a lot of cattle. 

‘The experience she gained came in useful, 
after her father died suddenly in 1927 leaving 
‘Alma the burden of operating the farm at the age 
of seventeen. An older sister was attending the 
University of Alberta, a younger one was stil In 
high school, and a six-year-old brother was at- 
tending the Medicine Valley School 

‘Alma was capable of caring for livestock and 
had had considerable experience in training and 
driving eight-horse outfits while plowing, clear- 
ing and breaking new land, and on road-bullding 
equipment. All this she did with a minimum of 
hired help (and that mostly inexperienced.) Sow- 
ing and harvesting the crops was routine work 
and during the winter she would haul the grain to 
the elevator in Eckville, using a grain tank 
mounted on a sleigh and pulled by a four-horse 
team. This meant tending the horses and keeping 
them shod as well as loading the grain from the 
bin into the grain tank by means of a scoop 
shovel. 

1n May of 1982 Alma was married to August 
Liivam, who emigrated from Tallinn, Estonia in 
1926. He was a city boy, with only a limited 
knowledge of English. He had apprenticed in 
farming in the Stettler area in the days when 
wages were fifteen dollars and board per month. 
He had worked for a time in British Columbia 
lumber camps in the late twenties before 
homesteading a quarter section of land west of 
Dawson Creek. He also hauled water for a time 
to the town of Pouce Coupe. Finding it too dif- 
ficult to start farming with no money and with 
his limited knowledge of the English language, 
he came to the Medicine Valley area to try his 
luck there. 

‘When they were married they pitched a tent 
on the SW%4 25-40-4-W5th, and started building a 
home. By 1934 they had managed to build a log 
barn and a log house in which they raised a fam\- 
ly of six sons and one daughter. Thelr family in- 
cluded John, married to Violet Sarl, whose 
children are Lisa and Melanie, August married 
Valerie Doney and their children are Mark and 
Theodore. Helen married Stanley Johannson; 
their children are Terry, Wesley, Wendy and 
Darren. George married Miriam Linden and 
their children are Mitchell and Kelly. Harold and 
his wife, JoAnn, have a son, Jason. Larry and 
Kenneth are not married. 

From 1932 to 1977 August took an active part 
in many community affairs. He served on the 
Medicine Valley School Board, the Mutual 
‘Telephone Company board of directors, and the 
Eckville Co-op Store board of directors for 
twenty-five years. He was an Alberta Wheat Pool 














delegate for many years, and also served as a 
Unifarm delegate. 

In 1956 the Lilvam Farm won the plaque 
donated by the Imperial Bank of Canada and 
Eckville Board of Trade in the “‘Save the Soil”” 
competition. In 1956 they were awarded second 
place in a Natlonal Barley Contest with a carload 
of malting barley of Olli variety, and in 1957 won 
first place in the same competition with another 
carload of barley. 

In 1969 August purchased the Eckville Motors 
business, which he is now operating with his son 
George. August and Alma still are living in the 
house on the farm which they built Just after 
their marriage. 


MASSEP, JOHN 

John Massep homesteaded the N.W. 36-40-4- 
WS about 1908. He and his neighbors dug a canal 
about 20 rods long, eight feet deep, and 12 fect 
wide in the bend of the river. They put hewn logs 
to make a dam. When the gate was opened, the 
water would turn the large boxed-in wheel, giv- 
ing him power to run the first sawmill and grain 
grinder in the district. This was very slow and 
tedious, but now the pioneers could have lumber 
for their floors in the log houses. 


Sohn Masser. 





Several years later, he was sawing lumber 
about three miles away. A steam engine had 
come to supply the power. He was met one 
morning slowly walking and when told he should 
hurry as they had the steam up he replied “there 
is lots of time in Canada”. He was a very big 
man, slow in movement and speech. 

He sold his farm to Karl Posti and returned to 
Russia about 1923, 


McNULTY, MR. PATRICK — by Mary Whillier 

‘Mr. Patrick McNulty filed on the N.W. 27-40.4- 
WS In 1909 or 1910. He worked out most of the 
time. For some reason he never ‘proved up’ his 
homestead. As far as I know he never owned any 
livestock except a cat. There was a hole under 
his shack and another in the floor. When he was 
away the cat could go in and out. His shack was 
built of rough sawn tamarack boards. 

He did clear a few acres of land. No one seems 
to know where Mr. McNulty came from or where 


he went. Some think he joined up in World War I 
and never came back. 

While he made his home amongst us, he 
worked out as a cook in logging camps ‘and 
railroad construction camps. 

He loved to cook and would bake huge pies; 
blueberry, rhubarb, evaporated apples or 
peaches. When he came to visit, he always 
brought a pie or two. 

‘The Sears family now live on this land. 


MEDICINE VALLEY SCHOOL HISTORY — by 
Joan Maddox 

‘The Medicine Valley School District No. 2577 
was organized in 1911. It was decided to erect the 
building on NW-26-40-4-W5. A school board con- 
sisting of three local men administered, 
collected taxes, hired and fired the teachers, 
paid their salaries, and in general took care of all 
the business of the school. The first board 
members were F. Lawton, B. Withers and M. 
Engen. 

Elght hundred dollars was raised through 
debentures for the purpose of erecting a frame 
school house and furnishing it. This sum was 
repayable to bearer in ten equal consecutive an- 
nual instalments with interest at six per cent. 

‘The school was constructed, two acres fenced 
and plowed, and classes evidently were started 
in 1913, with Mr. Fallis as the first teacher. In 
1921 a barn was erected for housing eight horses 
that students used to ride to school. 

Drinking water for school use in early years 
was hauled in by parents who drove children to 
school, over what were then, nothing more than 
mere irails through brush, fimber and sloughs. 
Even in later years drinking water was always a 
problem. The quality of water from the wells 
Grilled on the school grounds was by far superior 





Medicine Valley kids carving in wood. 


MLY, basketball tam 1915. L, to RiLuella Thompson, Mabel 
Ester, Helen Locthart, Nora Withers, and Annie Bardeakage, 
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Seerep, Bagi Barnes, 
Engen, Alle Lawion, Cassius Engen, Johnnie Benes, 





‘Top Picture» Front row L. to R: Mary and Selma Gant, Olga and 
‘Alma’ Sestrap. Second row: Joan Lawton, Caf! Janien, Leyda 
abel and Cecil Bares. Third row: Lyle 
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the purpose for which it was intended, 













water for the down-hill slide in winter than for 


‘The school carried on under this administra. 
tion until it was, in 1937, absorbed into the Local 
Improvement ‘District, with business ad- 
ministered by the Lacombe Municipal District, 
With the centralized school it became necessary 
to establish a bus route to convey the pupils to 





and from school. This at first proved to be a dif. 
ficult task, but with improved roads and snow 
removal equipment, it has become an accepted 
fact that early settlers could not even have 
dreamed of. The only hardship has been the 
steady increase in taxes to cover the cost of 
bigger and better buildings and the cost of better 
teaching staff and supplies. 

In 1956 the old school house was auctioned oft 
and purchased by Dr. Spiers and moved to a site 
southeast of Eckville and is at present belng 
used as a residence. 

In reading the old minutes one notes an odd 
coincidence. Frank Lawton's name Is the first in 
the minutes of 1911 and the final meeting of the 
school board was adjourned by his son, Derrick 
Lawton, in April, 1948 

“Teachers who taught through the years at the 
Medicine Valley School include: Mr. Fallis, 
1913-1914, Miss Helen Lochart, Mrs. Urich, Miss 
Effie Story, 1916, Miss Bessle Buchan, 1917; Mr. 
Egan, Mrs. Taylor, Mr. McDonald, Mrs. 
Lawrence, Mr. Wm. ‘Frame, 1919; Miss Olga 
Lakevold,” Mr. Win. Frame,’ 1921, Mr. Coffee, 
Miss Hattie Dobbs, 1922-194; Mrs. Levore 
Graham, 1924-1927, Miss Sophia ‘Tipman, 1927- 
1929; Miss McFarlane, 1929-1990; Mrs. Raymond 
Lewis, 1930-1932; Miss Tipman, 1933-1934; 
Edward Tipman (Sub.), Miss Selma Pykalainen, 
1934-1936; Mr. Ado Tipman, 1996-1957; Mr. Al 
White, 1997-1940; “Mrs, M. ‘Nelson, 1940-1942; 
Mrs, Anne Lawton, 1949; Mrs. G. McCann, 1942. 
1943; “Mr, Billy Nill, summer of 1943;" Mrs. 
Watson, 1943-1944; Mrs. Edna Anderson, 1944- 
1945; Mr. W. ‘Kireh, 1945-1947; Miss Gladys 
Johnson (supervisor) 1947-1948; “Mr. Gordon 
Gibson, 1948; Mrs, Edna Von Holland, 1948- 
1950; Mrs. Don Ross, 1950; Mr. E. Lowe, 1950- 
1951; Mr. and Mrs. G. Gibson, 1951-1953 and Mrs, 
Mary Siebin, 1953-1955. 











MEDICINE VALLEY, N.E. 28-40-4-W5 — by 
Mary E. Whillier 

‘This land was homesteaded by John Wick, in 
the 1910-1913 era. The family put up a very well 
built log house and barn. The latter is still in use. 
‘The Wick family did not stay many years in the 
district, 

In 1914, the M. Gant family spent the winter in 
these buildings before leaving for the U.S.A. 

In 1920 Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nugent bought the 
farm, where they lived until 1925, then moved to 
the Leedale district. 

In 1926 Mr. Matt’ Jackson and daughter Tlma 
moved in. They had formerly lived south of Wood 
Lake (Gabriel Lake), where Mrs. Jackson had 
passed away. 

In 1929 Mr. Jackson became very ill, He 
passed away in January of 1930, Ilma sold the 
cattle and goods and went out to work. She 
married Ben Plestead and moved to Calgary 

In March of the same year Mr. and Mrs. R. J. 
Whillier moved on to this place, where their first 
son was born. That fall the land was sold to Mr. 














Frank Anderson. Mr. Anderson had worked at 
railroad construction In the U.S.A. in the earlier 
days, He had returned to his native Sweden, 
married and raised a family. Then with his son 
Evart, he came to this district. In 1935 Evart took 

ver the farm and Mr. Anderson returned to 
veden to live out his remaining years, In 1937 
Evart sold to Mr. William Rourke of Calgary, 
and moved to Red Deer. He worked and made his 
home there for many years. He retired in 1977 
and now resides in Bentley. 

Mr. Rourke never lived on this land, but 
rented it out. During the winter of 1937-38, 
Charlie Johnson and William Liikala rented the 
buildings while they carried on a logging and 
sawmill operation on the Whillier land. 

Tn 1945 Mr. and Mrs. Nugent bought the farm 
again, where they lived until they sold to the Jan 
Szpajeher family who are the present owners. 


‘THE VALLEY — by Mary Whillier 

‘We stopped our car beside the road and got 
out. We were on top of the Medicine Hill on 
Highway 51, The view before us was beautiful — 
a wide, fertile and prosperous valley. It was ten 
miles before the road vanished over the Blue 
Berry Hill to the west and as far as the eye could 
see north and south. 

Industry was mixed with the wonderful farm 
land as numerous farms and gas plants dotted 
the landscape. Good black-top and gravel roads 
made a net work between the well kept farms. 

It was just at dusk, with the last rays of the 
setting sun turning the Jagged peaks of the dis- 
tant Rockies to the south west to gold and crim- 
son, As the light faded the lights of Eckville 
started to come on. Then lights at the gas plants. 
‘As we looked over the valley the mercury lights 
‘came on in a mystical of farm yards. It was a 
wonderful sight the Valley of Home. 

In 1910, my father stood in this self-same spot 
and looked west. The terrain was the same. But 
he stood on a narrow rutted trail, which wound 
down the hill searching for the easiest grade. 
Then, across the valley, following the highest 
ground to avoid pot holes and swamps. It 
vanished over the western hills as only a cut line. 

‘The land in between was a mixture of spruce, 
poplar and willows with a few open prairie areas 
and the hard earned small fields of 
homesteaders showing up like patches on a 
multi-colored quilt. He started slowly down the 
hill toward his “Homestead and Happiness” and 
hardships. 


EARLY SPORTS 

Baseball and making and learning to walk on 
stilts were some of the summer recreations. 

In winter, they made skis by sawing them 
from a bent tamarack tree. They were kept soak- 
ing in the range reservoir, then attached to the 
‘open beam in the low ceiling to get a perfect 
bend. A strap was tacked on. This had to be re- 
done quite often. It was a relief to the household 
when the snow melted. 















Staves from wooden barrels with the end 
pointed served very well, too. It was quite usual 
fo go over the hills for a long moonlight hike. 

‘Tamarack also was used for very well built 
hand sleighs. Heavy tin or steel on the runners a 
‘braided binder twine for a rope. 

Tee was cleared on the Medicine River. The 
young people gathered on Sunday afternoon or 
evening In the moonlight to enjoy themselves 
around a big fire. 


MEMORIES OF THE MEDICINE RIVER 
VALLEY — by Virginia Miller Krispin 

We, my mother, two sisters, my brother and 
myself, arrived in the valley ‘in July, 1922, at 
Leslieville. We were totally unprepared for the 
ruggedness of the territory, as my two brothers 
who had gone north in the spring failed to give us 
any details. 

‘Our future home turned out to be a rustic log 
cabin set some distance back from the road and 
surrounded by huge trees. It had been poorly 
kept and there was much work to be done, It was 
very inadequate for seven people, but we set out 
to make it do. 

We pitched a tent by the house and by placing 
the springs over two large logs and the mat- 
tresses on the springs we had a lovely outside 
bedroom for the summer. I am sure that the rest 
of the family did not share my enthusiasm, but to 
me it was a great adventure. One great change 
was learning to bake and heat, using wood in- 
stead of coal. Our cooking survived as we 
Tearned to use dry wood for the first layer In the 
stove to get the fire going, with green wood on top 
to hold the fire. It took about two weeks for my 
brother and I, using an axe and cross-cut saw, to 
cut down a year’s supply of fire-wood. This was 
done during the winter as the logs were loaded on 
sleigh runners, then secured with logging chains 
to be hauled home. 

Ours was a community of mixed farming, and 
after a devastating hail storm, when you stood 
and watched the summer's work being washed 
down gullies, it was good to have something else 
‘on which to fall back. We took cream to the 
creamery in Eckville every week and this served 
‘as our grocery money. 

‘The people were very friendly and easy to 
know. Our nearest neighbors were the Lawton 
family and we became good friends. 

Pastime for the young people was going to 
dances, both near and far away. Transportation 
In the area was by horses and buggy. People 
Grove for miles to attend dances which were held 
in school houses or dance halls In the vicinity. 
Musie for these events was furnished by anyone 
who could play, and they would take turns play- 
ing so that everyone had a chance to enjoy danc- 
ing. On Sunday afternoons a group of the men 
would get together and play baseball, and we 
enjoyed watching the games. 

My favorite pastime was riding horseback. It 
was Wonderful to have miles of open land and be 











able to roam free. I enjoyed riding through small 
clearings which were filled with wild roses and I 
am glad that the wild rose is emblematic of 
Alberta. 

Wild raspberries and strawberries were plen- 
tiful and in the fall there were blueberries to 
pick. 

Our first post office address was Leafland, 
which was only a house in the area to which the 
mail was delivered and you picked it up there. 
‘Then we moved to a farm near Gilby, adjoining 
the Bardenhagen homestead. Gilby was a very 
small place consisting of a general store and post 
office combined, and two small buildings. Our 
next move was to Eckville, and after spending 
about a year there I left to go to Toledo, Ohl, 

S.A. 

‘My memories of Medicine River Valley are 
mostly pleasant and happy ones, so much so that 
the unpleasant ones have faded with the passing 
years. 


MOTTUS, DR. EDWARD H. 

From a news item released by the public 
relations department of Monsanto, and datelined 
St. Louis, Missourl, December 6, 1971 comes the 
following information, 

Dr. Edward H. Mottus, a science fellow with 
the corporate research department, Monsanto 
Company, has been appointed to the position of 
senlor science fellow in recognition of his signitfi- 
cant contributions in polymerization catalysis 
technology. 

‘Monsanto developed the titles of science 
fellow, senior science fellow and distinguished 
science fellow to recognize superior con: 
tributions made by its scientific personnel. This 
advancement plan for key scientific personnel 
makes it possible for individuals to advance in 
the organization through their scientific or 
technological work rather than through in- 
creased administrative responsibilities. 

This is Dr. Mottus’s second step in the sclen- 
tiffe advancement plan. ‘'Since his appointment 
to the position of science fellow in 1967, Dr. Mot- 
tus has continued to demonstrate exceptional 
competence in his special field of polymerization 
catalysis.” 

A native of Eckville, Alberta, Canada, Dr. 
‘Motus received a B.S. degree in chemistry from 
the University of Alberta In 1949 and a Ph.D. 
degree in organic chemistry from the University 
of Illinois in 1952. He also served as a post- 
doctoral Fellow with the National Research 
Council of Canada, Ottawa, from 1952 to 1953. 

Dr, Mottus joined Monsanto in 1953 as a 
chemist with the former central ‘research 
department in Dayton, Ohio. In 1961 he trans- 
ferred to the former research and engineering 
division in St. Louis. From 1962 to 1965, Dr. Mot- 
tus served as a research specialist with that 
department and in 1965 he was appointed a 
senior research specialist in corporate research. 
Recent work by Dr. Mottus has led to new 
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catalyst systems for polyethylene which are the 
subject of several issued and pending patents. 
His latest work, involving copolymers designed 
for outstanding’ barrier properties for food and 
beverage packaging, has been innovative, 
productive and of direct use to Monsanto. 

Dr. Mottus lives with his wife, the former 
Ruby Land, and his three children. 


NOREM, MR. AND MRS. 0. T. — by Thelma 
cas 

‘Mr. and Mrs. 0. T. Norem came to Medicine 
Valley from Wyndamere, North Dakota, U.S.A., 
in 1913, bringing with them their large family. 
They settled on and farmed NE 3-41-4-W5 where 
the old home still stands. This land is now owned 
by John Liivam. They shipped in their 
possessions which included the first herd of 
registered Polled Hereford cattle to be brought 
to this part of the country. 

Mr. Norem will be best remembered for 
bringing many new settlers to Medicine Valley 
and the surrounding area by selling real estate. 
He also served as secretary-treasurer of the 
‘Medicine Valley school district for some years. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Norem sold out and moved to 
the Calgary area in 1921. They and their sons, 
Roy, Amos, Ingvald, Alfred and Olaf have ali 
passed away. Sons Howard and Morris live in 
Calgary and daughters, Ellen (Mrs. E, Brandt) 
lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico, U.S.A. 
Alice, (Mrs. H. Leinweber) lives in Calgary; 
‘Thelma (Mrs. A. Lucas) lives in Drayton Valley, 
and Ruth lives in Red Deer. 


CLARA DYRLAND NOREM — by Ruth Dobbs 
‘Clara married Amos Norem in September, 
1918 at the Dyrland home. They then resided at 





‘Amos and Clara Novem and Family 








Provost and moved to Medicine Valley in 1921 
Here they lived on the Harding place for eight 
years. They moved to Rimbey in the fall of 1937 
where they purchased a farm two miles cast and 
two miles north of Rimbey. On this farm they 
Dullt a new house. They had two children. Their 
‘daughter Elaine was born in 1939 and son Stanley 
‘was born in 1946. Flaine married Thomas Barker 
of Sylvan Lake in 1958. Thelr three children are 
Deanna, born in 1961, ‘Travis, born in 1963 and 
Cheryl, born in 1977. ‘They ali reside at Sylvan 
Lake. Stanley lives in Red Deer. 

‘Amos and Clara Norem sold their farm at 
Rimbey and retired to Red Deer in 1956. Amos 
passed away in May, 1976 and Clara still resides 
in Red Deer. 





GUSTAV NYGAARD — by Emma (Jansson) 
Nygaard 

Gust emigrated to Canada trom Drammen, 
Norway, in April, 1912 at the age of eight years 
with his mother, two brothers and four sisters, 
They came to Ponoka, Alberta and settled in the 
Asker district for awhile. They then moved out 
of the Eckville district in 1915. In 1918 the family 
lived in Calgary for a short time. 

‘At the age of 14, Gust went out to the prairies 
around Sibbald and Loverna to work for 
farmers. Farm wages weren’t much at that time 
— only $20. a month. He worked for four years. 
‘Then he came back to the Eckville district and 
worked for different farmers. 

‘in 1928 Gust purchased a quarter of Canadian 
Pacific Railway land, NE 23-40-4-W5, three miles 
‘west of Gilby, and started to farm. 

In December 1928, Gust and Emma Jansson 
were married in Lacombe, Alberta, and settled 
down to farming. It was quite a hard time to 
make a living on the farm in the thirties. Farm 
produce was not worth much. In the spring of 
1982, weaner pigs brought $1.50 each and that 
same fall 210-pound pigs brought $3.00 each. 
Wheat and oats were very cheap, too. Good 
Garnet wheat was 22¢ a bushel and oats around 
$¢ a bushel. Eggs would bring 10¢ a dozen. A five- 
gallon can of cream sold for $1.50. We had to doa 
fot of work for very little return. The cost of 
farming was not as high, as we farmed with 
horses for the first 12 years. This was Gust’s 
main hobby, as he just ioved horses. He always 
likeU to buy, trade and break horses for harness 
and riding. We bought our first tractor in 1942 

1n 1936 our son, Ernest, was born. He married 
Darlene Goforth in 1960. They have four 
children, two boys and two girls. They live at 
Sedgwick, Alberta. There Ernest ls employed by 
Atlantic Richfield in oll work 

In 1940 our daughter, Elsie, was born. She 
became Mrs, Melvin Saarela in 1958. They have 
three children, two girls and one boy. They live 
nine miles north of Rocky Mountain House. 
‘Melvin works on construction, and Elsie works 
at the Credit Union in Rocky Mountain House. 

Both of our children had most of their school 














Ing at the Medicine Valley School. Elsie had 
three years schooling in Eckville, as the 
Medicine Valley School was closed and in June, 
1955 the children were bussed to Eckville. 

In 194] we sold the Canadian Pacific Railway 
land to Martin Engen and we moved to our other 
quarter three miles west, NW 21-40-4 W5. There 
we farmed until 1961. We then sold our farm to 
Alvin Fedderson, and moved to Eckville. Gust 
worked for a machinery dealer, Chester Kasha, 
for elght years until he retired in the fall of 1970. 


SWEN AND SIGRID OSBERG AND FAMILY 
— by Sylvia Le Blane 

Dad came from Sweden in 1910, and worked in 
British Columbia as a logger until 1924, when he 
came to Alberta. He and Gust Peterson started 
farming together in the Newlands District. After 
he married Sigrid Skretting they moved to a 
farm a half mile east of Pearsons. There dad 
worked very hard on his irrigated farm until the 
late 40's, then, because of mother's health, they 
moved north to Eckville in 1949. They lived here 
for several years. Things were not always easy 
when they lived in the Newlands area, as mother 
had asthma. They raised 10 children, but mother 
still found time to be a very active member of the 
Newlands Ladies’ Club. 

I, Sylvia, was the oldest child. I married Ed 
Bahier, and we have two sons. Gary married 
Irene Slodkowski and they live in Picture Butte, 
Alberta. Brian married Belinda Gunderson; 
they live on a farm east of Picture Butte. I am 
now Mrs. Leo Le Blanc. 

‘Arthur married Dorothy Parsneau of Moose 
Jaw, Saskatchewan, and they now live on a farm 
at Alix. Their seven children are Janice, Joanne, 
David, Susan, Sonja, Terry and Barbara, 

Florence married Wallace Fritz. They lived 
for a time in the Newlands District, but now are 
living in Lethbridge. They have five children — 
Darryl, Derrick, Wendy, Darcy and Darren. 

Laurence married Ethel Andrews. They live 
in Okotoks while he works in Calgary, com- 
muting to his job. They have four sons, Dennis, 
Grant, Donald, and Gregory. 

Margaret ‘married NéWwton Houston of 
Eckville and they have four children: Douglas, 
Linda, Kelth, and Sandra, They all live in 
Calgary. 

Ray married Elma Egeland of Vauxhall. 
They live in Picture Butte with their two 
daughters, Luanne and Wanda. 

Ray's twin sister, Fay, married Bill Moore. 
He was a barber. He passed away in 1974, after a 
Jong illness. Fay works at the General Hospital 
in Calgary. They had three children: Sherry, 
Dale and Kim. 

Robert married Diane Else of Calgary. He 
attended university and got a degree and s now 
teaching at Okotoks. Their home is in High 
River. They have four children, Bradley, Scott, 
Kris, and Tracy. 

Gary married Lorna Park; he is an electri- 

















































































cian and very interested in hockey and basket 
ball. Their six children are Duane, Perry, Brian, 
Kevin, Leanne and Cindy. 

Donna, the youngest of the family of 10 
children, married Donald Erdmann of Calgary, 
Donna works in a bank and Don is a chartered 
accountant. They have a daughter, Brenda. 

We think our parents raised a great family, 
though both have now passed away — dad in 1957 
and mom in 1960. 


PARTIES, DANCE TUNES AND FASHIONS — 
1930 STYLE, 

In the 1930's I was too young to go to public 
dances but remember hearing about house par- 
ties from my classmates. It was with a feeling of 
loneliness that I listened to my school friends 
talking and laughing about what fun they had 
had at a Saturday night house party. Little did T 
realize until I was much older that the party 
probably at the home of one of their numerous 
relatives — for I was the child of a late marriage 
and had no young relatives. Out in the cloak- 
room on rainy noon-hours my school friends 
taught me to dance the schottische to the hum- 
ming of the other girls. Popular tunes seemed to 
be “Down by the Canebrake, Close by the Mill”, 
and waltz tunes like “Red ‘River Valley” and 
“Springtime in the Rockies.” I would listen to 
the little girls telling who was courting who, and 
where there would be a bridal shower. How 
deliciously romantic it was to my childish mind! 

Every summer, it seemed to me, the Art 
Garbutts had a day-long picnic out in their 
hayfleld, beside the Medicine River. Mr. Garbutt 
had built a foot-bridge high across the river to 
get from his tree-shaded house to his mailbox, 
about one-fourth mile away. That foot-bridge 
was a real work of art, or “Art”, and imagina- 
tion (of which Mr. Garbutt was not lacking). 
Made of thin, supple poplar boughs, it rested on 
wooden supports and hung swaying in the, 
shadowy light above the dark water. The trick- 
ling and bubbling of little rapids over slippery 
flat rocks reached our ears as we cautiously 
made our way over the bridge. 

After a day of ball games and races we all 
went home for “‘chores.” Then, somehow, Mam- 
ma and Daddy decided that I'could come back 
with Daddy to my first grown-up party, which 
was to be held at the Garbutt home that night. So, 
wearing my beautiful organdy (from Eatons) 
dress, we left Mamma behind with my little 
brothers and walked back the one-half mile dus- 
ty road, through evening shadows, carrying our 
trusty coal-oll lantern. Fireflies danced and the 
river murmured softly as we climbed the river 
bank. Yellow lighted windows and jolly voices 
mixed with oldtime fiddle and mouth organ 
music reached us. The rooms were full of people 
of all ages. Some young men had brought girls by 
team and buggy from the district west of us. T 
watched from the bedroom door as the pretty 





young “flappers”’ giggled and smoothed down 
their ‘sleek bobs” or heated the curling iron to 
touch up a windblown “spit-curl”. One dark and 
attractive girl always glows in my memory. She 
wore a scarlet crepe formal, ruffled around her 
ankles and with a sash tied in the back. Our 1970 
fashions are very similar. 

Some couples played whist while others 
stood waiting to dance to our local musicians. 
Somehow, one of my girl friends persuaded her 
older brother to ask me for a dance. I was twelve 
years old at the time and this was the first time I 
hhad ever danced at a house party. I could hardly 
believe it, as I shyly stumbled around! What a 
patient and polite boy he was! How was I to know 
what fun we'd all have in four or five years, 
dancing at our local Gilby Hall! 


PETERSON, ED — by Mary Whillier 

Mr, Edward Peterson came to the Medicine 
Valley from Devil’s Lake, North Dakota, 
sometime prior to 1910. He settled on the S.W. 27: 
44.W5. 

His house was a one-room, one-slope-roof 
shack. He had found six trees, in two parallel 
Ines, and had built a house around these with a 
tree for each corner and one in the center of each 
long wall. This was fine until there was a real 
heavy wind, which nearly shook the place down, 
then the tree tops were cut off well above the 
roof. 


4, Peterson, Tres at house corners 


He never married, but was a good friend and 
neighbor, One of the most pleasant memories of 
him, was his sugar lumps. No child ever came to 
his place without being treated to sugar lumps. 

In 1929 after a lengthy illness, he passed away 
in the Red Deer hospital. M. Gant bought the 
land. In 1933 he sold it to Reg. Whillier, who 
cleared it all but ten acres left for a wind-break. 

In 1974 it was sold to Gene and Lorrie Sears. 





PRAUSE, FRANK 

Frank Prause came from Minnesota, U.S.A. 
to Lacombe, where he worked for some time. In 
1910, he filed on the NW 32-40.4-W5. 

‘He was a thrifty, hard working man of Ger- 
man descent and farmed with oxen, 

In 1919, he became ill with cancer and held an 
auction sale, Frank Lawton bought the farm for 
$2000. He returned to Minnesota, taking 
treatments in Rochester, passing away years 
later. 

Lawton Brothers now own the land. 


‘THE PREGODA FAMILY—E 13-40-4-W5 

I, Fred Pregoda, was born in Edmonton, 
December 13, 1915 and at the age of three moved 
to the Lavesta district, (Rimbey) where I spent 
most of my growing up years and got my eduea- 
tion, 

In the fall of 1946 I bought one quarter of land 
from the late Thomas Gardner, for the sum of 
$2080, $1040 cash and $1040 spread over 10 years. 
‘Two years later I bought another quarter from 
the late Bert Westlake for the sum of $1500 cash. 
‘There were no buildings, no wells and only some 
wires hanging on the brush for fences. There 
were about 80 acres broken on the half-section 
and In the time we were there we cleared and 
broke 100 acres. 

In 1952, I married Joan Phillips of Sleepy 
Valley area and from this marriage there were 
born three children, two boys and one girl. When 
the oldest boy was about school age we decided 
to move some place closer to school, as we were 
on the outside boundary from the nearest 
schools. In the fall of 1958 we sold our land in 
Leedaie to the late Ole Rushfeldt for $8000 cash 
and through our good friend, the late Chester 
Kasha, found the holdings we now have, which 
originally belonged to Mr. James Simmons. 


I 





Keith, Joan, Shisley, Fred and Dan Pregods 


‘This summer of 1977 we had a visit from Mrs. 
Simmons. She wanted to see the old place and 
take some pictures. She informed us that one of 
her babies was buried in our yard. She lives in 
Hardin, Montana and is 75 years old. The Sim- 
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mons left in the early 30's and the land was 
purchased by the late Carson Bardenhagens 
from whom we acquired it. We have cleared and 
put under cultivation another 100 acres since we 
came here and made other improvements as 
well. 

‘The wife and I are now retired and our 
youngest son, Keith, has the land, Our eldest son, 
Daniel, has ‘the original Herman Lapp land 
which is five miles east of us. We can see him 
working in the field from our living-room win- 
dow, with binoculars, on a clear day. 

Dan is married to Carol Solberg of Bentley 
district and they have two children, Eldon and 
Cory. They lost an infant son. 

Our daughter, Shirley, is in her first year of 
College, taking nursing. 

We have enjoyed reasonably good health and 
the land has been good to us. We hope to have a 
few more years to enjoy our retirement on the 
farm, where we have reserved the residence and 
garden spot. 


RECHY, JOHN — by Joan Maddox 

Mr. John Rechy came from Lacombe about 
1905 and filed on the N.E.%4 34-40-4-W5. He 
cleared and farmed the land with oxen. He was a 
bachelor and a wonderful friend to all the 
settlers, He had built a very small lumber shack, 
the tar paper siding being held on with laths. It 
was just large enough for a single bunk, a table 
and a cook stove. 

(One day he asked Mrs. Lawton how she liked 
homesteading, and as there was no going back 
toa different life, she said it was wonderful. John 
replied that it must have been a terrible place 
where she came from! 

‘About 1912 he sold to Mr. Burton and returned 
to Lacombe. Mr. Randler was the next owner, 
who came from Tacoma, Washington, U.S.A. 
with his wife and son, Howard. They brought cat- 
tle and horses with them, He had a lovely team of 
driving horses, a cutter, a whip in the socket, and 
a heavy lap robe lined with red, 

The first car in the area was seen at their 
place, After a few years they returned to 
Washington, selling out to Mr. Gerlinger of 
Leedale, About the time the Randlers left, a ball 
of light was seen. It appeared to be on the large 
gate post. Other times it was seen in the swamp 
or along the creek that ran through the farm. It 
was named ‘“‘Randler’s Ghost” and continued to 
be seen for many years. 

Through the years this farm changed owners 
a number of times. Mr. Gerlinger had the land 
farmed by Harry Berry. The Berry’s first 
daughter was born there, and the birth was 
attended by Mrs. Lawton. 

In 1918 Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Lawrence bought 
the land from Gerlinger. Mrs. Lawrence taught 
the Medicine Valley school for two terms. In 1920 
thelr daughter Hazel was born, and in that same 
year they sold out to Leo Zaleski, who in 1928 sold 
it to Hank Bezanson, 








Edgar Smale bought the farm from Mr. 
‘Bezanson in 1934 and farmed it until his death in 
1973. His son Mark now farms and lives on the 
land. 


THE HANS REIRSON FAMILY — by Martha 
Reirson 

Hans Reirson left Norway for North Dakota, 
U.S.A. in 1906. In the fall of 1908 he came to 
Lacombe, Alberta and took a homestead. He 
worked for an elderly couple that winter and the 
next spring he came out to the homestead to cut 
logs and build a shack. Bob and John Larson 
came out at the same time, as they had filed on 
land, too. It was necessary to clear land and to 
get some land broken as well as build the neces- 
sary bulidings. The breaking of the first acres 
had to hired, as the homesteaders did not have 
enough money to buy horses, as horses were high 
priced in those days. Jack Amburs broke the 
first few acres. 

In 1912 Hans bought a team of horses from 
Roy Holsey and one from Bill Shoup and started 
to break up land for neighbors at three dollars an 
acre. Hans proved up on his land at this time, got 
his citizenship papers, and took a loan to finish 
his new house that he had started the year 
before. In 1913 he married me (Martha) Larson 
and the next year we had our first-born, Gustaf. 





Mr. and Mrs. Hans Reirson’s wedding picture taken by Rev 
C.D. MeDonald at his residence near Leafland Schoo. He wat the 
‘minister that performed thelr marrage on July 20, 1913. 


In 1915 a daughter, Clara, was born, Louis was 
born in 1917 and died in 1926, being nearly nine 
years of age. Reidar was born in the fall of 1918, 
‘John in 1921 and Herman in 1923. Harry was born 
in 1925 and died in 1929, at four years of age. 
Allan was born in 1928, Robert in 1931, Judith in 
1933, Lloyd in 1934, and Joyce in 1936, Joyce 
passed away in 1944 at the age of eight years. 
‘The 1930's brought hard times for us, as for 
everybody else. We got eight cents for butterfat 
in shipping cream, and eggs were four cents a 
dozen. However we did not sell eggs at that price 
— we just fed them to the calves. Hans and the 
boys were farming with horses for many years. 
In the 1920's a disease came and afflicted the 
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horses. Good horses got sick and lingered on for 
awhile and then died. We lost quite a few and our 
neighbors did, too. 

‘Tn 1923 we had a set-back. We had a very nice 
wheat crop on the south quarter. There were six 
big stacks of it, but one night they burned to the 
ground. Hans felt very badly about it — even 
thought about selling everything and leaving, but 
finally decided to stay. In 1964 or 1965 we had 
another fire. Lightning struck the pig-brooder 
house and killed the sow and young pigs. It 
happended in the evening while some friends 
were visiting. Everybody went out to fight the 
fire and got soaking wet from the rain. Other 
neighbors saw the fire and came to help, too, but 
they could not do much with the burning brooder- 
house. However they did save the building close 
to it where the feed and hammermill were 
stored. They carried water and splashed it on the 
walls and roof. 
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‘Hans and Marth Reirsen and Family. 60th Anniversary. 


In the earlier years, before we started to use 
coal, they hauled a big pile of wood to be sawed 
up for the cookstove and heater, and It kept us 
warm. It did not cost much except for the work. 
‘The man who sawed it got some pay, but for the 
rest of the crew you just changed work with your 
neighbors and helped them back. They cut the 
logs for wood in the fall after harvest and hauled 
it home when the snow came. 

In those days when someone died the 
neighbors went together and dug the grave and 
after the burial they all took a hand and covered 
the grave again. Funerals were held at the home. 
Even some of the coffins were home-made, and 
were very nice, too. The Larson brothers made 
some, with the help of Ed Pederson and Charlie 
Wardell. Times have changed, and this is not 
done any more. 


‘THE ROLFSEN FAMILY—by Family Members 
Rolf Rolfsen came from Norway to Canada in 
1909, locating in Calgary. Two years later he was 








joined by his wife, Marie, and three children, 
Emil, Connie, and Bdward. The family remained 
about two months in Calgary, and then came to 
the area northwest of Gilby, where Mr. Rolfsen 
acquired a homestead. The family lived with 
Jotin Anderson while Mr. Rolfsen, aided by the 
neighbors, built a house on his homestead, 

In the spring of 1913 the settlers in the com- 
munity felt the need of better mail service, with 
the result that a post office was established in the 
Rolfsen home. Because this was in a wooded 
area, and the leaves were so numerous and so 
beautiful, Mrs. Rolfsen named the post office 
“Leafland.” Victor Mattson had the contract to 
bring the mall from Gilby to the Leafland post of- 
fice. This mail service was continued until the 
Rolfsen family moved to a location just a mile 
and a half east of Gilby. This location is still 
referred to as “The Rolfsen Corner.” 

During the time spent on the homestead 
Ralph, Norman and Martin were born. Edward, 
at the age of 15 years, was killed in an accident 
caused by arun-away team. In 1929 Mr. and Mrs. 
Rolfsen, with the three younger children, moved 
to a farm near Bluffton, Alberta, where they 
lived until 1940, when they moved to Rimbey for 
their retirement. Mr. Rolfsen passed away in 
June, 1947, and in 1948 Mrs. Rolfsen and Martin 
moved to Vancouver Island, B.C, Mrs. Rolfsen 
lived in Nanaimo until her death in February, 
1959, Both she and Mr. Rolfsen were buried in the 
Gilby cemetery 

In 1922 Emil went to British Columbia where 
he worked for a year in the mines before going to 
the United States. Here he spent about 10 years 
working in the woods in Oregon and Colorado, 
and four years in California. He was married in 
1940 to Velma Wilson, of Rawleigh, California. 
Following their marriage, Emil and Velma spent 
‘six years at Anchorage, Alaska, where Emil was 
foreman for the city of Anchorage for five years. 
‘They returned to Alberta in 1946 and spent the 
next two years on a farm near Rimbey before 
Emil again heeded the call of the west, and they 
located in Westminster, B.C. Here he spent 24 
years as the owner and operator of a coffee shop 
and pool hall. In 1972 Emil returned to Eckville 
for retirement. His wife, Velma, had passed 
away in March, 1969 and was buried in Califor- 
nia. 

‘Norman married Elsie Lenglet, of Bluffton, 
and they have made their home in Nanaimo, 
B.C. Martin also lives in Nanaimo; he has never 
married. 

‘Ralph Rolfsen and Lilly Sjostrom, of Bluffton, 
were married in 1938 and went to British Colum: 
bia to make their home. Ralph was employed in 
the woods there until 1956, when they returned to 
Alberta. They lived at various locations in the 
Gilby and Eckville area until they bought a home 
in Leslieville in 1968. Ralph was very interested 
in hunting and pitching horseshoes. He par- 
ticipated in many horseshoe pitching tour- 
naments, and the many trophies that he had won. 














over the years are proof of his skill In the game. 
Ralph was killed in an automobile accident on 
January 21, 1977. His wife, Lilly, continues to 
make her home in Leslieville. 

Six children were born to Ralph and Lilly 
Rolfsen. Ronald was born in Watastuvin, B.C. on 
May 26, 1939. He married Judy Mason, and they 
are now living in Oyama, B.C. where Ronald has 
a business of digging basements and pipe lines. 
‘They have four children: Gloria, Darcy, 
Malcome and Harold, 

Allan married Viola Heikkinen and they live 
in Leslieville. He was born in Rimbey on July 28, 
1940. Their two children are Charlotte and Lori 
‘Ann. Allan has worked with the oll Industry for 
many years. Viola works at the Eckville 
Hospital, 

Betty was born in Rimbey on May 26, 1941. 
She married Ron Severson, and has ‘three 
children—Dawn, Pam and Todd. Betty works as 
an aide in a hospital in Edmonton. 

Marion was born on February 5, 1945, in 
Rimbey. She married Dick Bangle. They have 
two children, Teresa and Daryl. Marion is a 
housewife and Dick is a diamond driller. 

Clarence was born February 18, 1951 at Dun: 
can, B.C. He married Cathy Bangle, and they 
live in Lloydminster, Saskatchewan, where 
Clarence is employed by Murphy Oil. Cathy was 
working as a janiior's helper until she was in a 
car accident in 1976, which resulted in a broken 
leg. The original set of the broken bones was not 
a success, so in July of 1977 she had it reset, and 
is now much better. Their two children are Clin- 
ton and Christopher. 

‘Lynn married Rick Tomluk and they live in 
Edmonton. Lynn works with Edmonton 
‘Telephones and Rick is a tobacco salesman. 
Lynn was born on March 24, 1955. 

In 1921 Connie Rolfsen was married to John 
Huseby, and lived with her husband on a farm 
east of Gilby. During 1930 and 1931 they lived at 
Prince Rupert, B.C., but returned to thelr farm 
and lived there until 1938, During the next 10 vear 
period they rented and lived on the Thorpe farm, 
north of thelr own farm. The remainder of John's 
life was then spent on his own farm, where he 
passed away in 1961. He is buried in the Gilby 
cemetery. After his death Connie spent some 
time in British Columbia working for her brother 
Emil, and also spent some time on her farm, 
which was being operated by her son, Kenneth. 
In 1973 Connie moved to Eckville, where she has 
since made her home. 

Connie and John Huseby had four daughters 
and two sons, all except the two youngest being 
born at the farm home near Gilby. Harvey, who 
was born on March 26, 1921, married Josephine 
Lawrence, a teacher from Aden, who taught at 
the Andrew and Lockhart schools. They now live 
at Surrey, B.C., where Jo is still teaching and 
Harvey is employed in construction work. Their 
two daughters are Melody and Cheryl. 

‘Muriel was born August 19,1923. She married 





















Martin Engen of Eekville and they live on a farm 
west of Gilby. They have four 
daughters—Dorothy, Norma, Kelly, and Holly. 

‘Thelma was born’ August 32, 1925 and married 
Roy Engen, They lived on the old Engen farm, 
west of Gilby. Their children were Leanne and 
Leonard. Thelma died in 1969, in October. She is 
buried in the Gilby Cemetery. 

Violet was born October 18, 1927 and married 
Gordon Carroll of Gilby. They now live in 
Kitimat, B.C., where Gordon works in the Al-Can 
aluminum plant. Their children are: Maureen, 
Gary, Sherry (who passed away at the age of 11 
months), Jack and Shirley. 

‘Ruby was born in Bentley on May 19, 1932. She 
married George MeTighe of Gilby in'January, 
1951. They live in Eckville and George has been 
employed in the ofifield business. Their children 
are Susan and Robert. 

Kenneth was born on October 9, 1934 in 
Bentley. He married Bernice Dyrland of Gilby, 
and they live on the Huseby farm in the Gilby 
area. Their children are Marilyn, John, Brian, 
Karen, Kevin and Travis. 











MARTIN SESTRAP FAMILY 

Martin Sestrap and Emmeline Pedra both 
were born in Estonia. At an early age, they 
migrated to Russia and secured employment 
with Russian Prince and Princess Walkonsky. 
While thus employed Emma travelled all over 
Europe with her mistress, learning to speak six 
languages fluently. After her arrival in Canada 
her services were much in demand for 
translating and for explaining business transac- 
tions to those who were not familiar with the 
English language spoken in Canada. 

In the early 20th century Canada became a 
pot-pourri of ethnic peoples. Among those 
migrating from Estonia were the Sestraps — 
Martin, Mike, and Gustav. Mike arrived on 
January 21, 1905, and filed on a homestead on 
N.E. 30-40-3-W5. Martin soon answered the call to 
the new land, and arrived on April 20, 1905, set- 
tling on S.W. 30-40-3-W5. Two years later Gustav 
(Gust) followed his brothers to Canada and 
homesteaded on S.E. 30-40-3-W5, later moving to 
S.W. 6-41-3-W5. Gust married Jenny Kemila, but 
in 1919 they, with thelr three children, moved to 
Moorcroft, Wyoming, U.S.A. Martin's wife, Em 
ma, did not emigrate to Canada until 1907, when 
she came to join her husband. 

Like all pioneer women, Emma worked 
alongside her husband, clearing land, 
harvesting, feeding livestock and raising a huge 
garden. Along with all of this, she raised a family 
of four children, Leyda, Alma, Olga, and Robert. 
Nevertheless, she always found time to lend a 
helping hand to neighbors in need. 

By hard work and good management Martin 
was able, though the years, to build up the 
biggest farm enterprise in the area west of 
Lacombe. He acquired a fine herd of Hereford 
cattle along with hundreds of acres of land which 
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had, over a period of twenty years, been cleared 
of trees and bush and much swamp land drained 
and made suitable for cultivation. Martin was 
also a carpenter, blacksmith and farrier of 
repute. Farmers brought unmanageable horses 
to him to be shod. He made the shoes in his shop, 
and thus a perfect fit resulted for every horse. 

Martin's energies were not spent entirely on 
his own affairs. He was a community-minded 
pioneer who believed in enrichment education, 
and young people were his pride and joy. For 
many years baseball games, which drew spec- 
tators and players from great distances, were 
played on the Sestrap farm. For several years 
community picnies also were held here. Later, 
under Martin’s leadership, the Gilby Hall was 
built by the men of the community, and this then 
became the center of community activities. 

Another of his community projects was a 
rural telephone line. The Sestrap family owned 
one of the first telephones north of Eckville, and 
Martin assembled his neighbors who were in 
need of phone service and had little money to 
finance it, and organized twenty or more people 
who developed a barb-wire telephone system, 
Martin installed a switch in his house, which 
enabled his family to transfer calls for neighbors 
over the barb-wire system. This the family glad- 
ly did without remuneration, as a public service. 
‘Many times in the dark of the night and in the 
fiercest winter weather the Sestraps were asked 
to deliver urgent messages to friends or 
neighbors without phone service, Every request 
was immediately attended to. 

In the early days the Sestrap farm was a stop- 
ping place between Lacombe, Leslieville, and 
Rocky Mountain House for travel-weary 
pioneers with their horses or oxen. All were 
sheltered without question and later sent on their 
way. The ranch was named by the family 
“Mersloa Farm”. The name was made up of the 
initials of all members of the family. 

In 1927 Martin lost his life through’a farm ae- 
cident. This left his widow, Emma, to carry on 
the successful operation of the farm, along with 
the assistance of her children, until her retire- 
ment. She passed away in 1955. 

Leyda, the eldest daughter of Martin and Em- 
ma, graduated from the U. of A. in 1934 with a 
degree in medicine. She later served in the Army 




















Medical Corps for four years. Following ad- 
vanced study with Menminger Clinic, she 
became a Doctor of Psychlatry which she prac- 
ticed until her death in 1973. 

Alma married August Liivam in 1932, and 
they raised a family of six sons and one daughter 
while farming in the Gilby ares 

Olga married Martin Stenvig in 1938 and they 
had four girls and one boy. They also continued 
to live in the Gilby area. 

Robert, an orchardist and contractor, owns 
his own extensive cherry and apple orchard. He 
has his own cherry cannery and produces quan- 
tities of commercial apple cider. He operates an 
airstrip on the farm. He married Elizabeth (Bet 
sy) Wax and they live on Vaslon Island. They 
have two girls and one boy. 





THE FAMILY OF JAMES WILLIAM 
SHORROCK — by Edna Carroll 

‘Jim Shorrock originally came to Canada in 
3899 from Manchester, England. His father, 
William Shorrock, and’mother, Alice (Taylor) 
Shorrock, were in the jewellery business. Jim 
was an accountant and worked for Boddington’s 
Brewery In their office. He was also in the 
Cadets. 

Jim came to the Jones Ranch at Lacombe as 
a sponsored immigrant to work as a “brone 
buster”, and all-round hired man. There was no 
Bentley’ town at that time. As the Jones family 
were London music-hall entertainers, they really 
had no idea of farming methods and, to hear Jim 
tell about it, it was a hilarious time. When money 
ran low they would go to Edmonton where they 
hired out as entertainers, as they were talented 
in music and comedy. Thus, Jim did not learn 
much from them about farming. Soon he left to 
take up a homestead at the west side of Gull 
Lake, on what is now the Gideon farm. To add to 
his income he took a job at Cummings sawmill, 
which later became the farm of Allie Shirtcliffe. 

‘At 14 years of age his brother, Walter, arrived 
in Lacombe, accompanied by two older sisters. 
When the sisters returned to England they left 
Walter with Jim. After trying homesteading for 
awhile the two boys went to Hardisty, in about 
1906 or 1907. There Jim became a partner with a 
‘Mr. Small and another man in the storekeeping 
business. Jim was also the postmaster there. The 
Johnson Brothers, who, with their father, later 
moved to the Gilby area, were also in Hardisty 
running a hotel. That was the year there was a 
severe blizzard which stopped the trains from 
running. 

In 1910 Jim and Walter went to Calgary where 
Jim worked in the Hub Cigar Store. Walter 
worked on a surveying crew out of Calgary. 
Walle living in Calgary Jim joined the “Calgary 
Rifles” for five years. He also worked near the 
present town of Banff, at Bankhead Mines, as a 
carpenter's helper under a very fine man by the 
name of Peyto. For a time he was also night 
desk-clerk at the new Banff-Springs Hotel. 














After returning to Calgary the Shorrock 
brothers met and married two lovely Irish 
sisters from the Meflveen family. Jim married 
Meg in November, 1911. Walter married Fanny 
about two years later. Jim and Meg had one little 
daughter named Alice Nancy. For a short time 
they lived on Jim’s homestead at Gull Lake, then 
Jim enlisted for overseas service in the Calgary 
Infantry as a Drill-Sergeant. Before leaving for 
overseas he sold his farm and effects; with the 
young Clarence Damron as auctioneer. This sale 
was was in March, 1916, 

‘Jim left Calgary with the 103rd Regiment, as 
a Bayonet Instructor and Lightweight Boxing 
Instructor. He was wounded in action twice, on 
October 25 and on October 27, 1917, and spent 
seven months in an English Hospital, as a result. 
‘Then he was sent back to a convalescent hospital 
in Victoria, B.C., where his wife and baby 
daughter Joined him for a time. Returning to 
Calgary after 18 months in hospital with the rank 
of Regimental Sergeant-Major, and a Military 
Medal, he found that his marriage had ended. 
His daughter Alice was with relatives, so Jim's 
sister Florence came from England to care for 
Allee. Florence later returned to England, tak- 
ing Alice with her to live with her grandparents 
in Manchester. Alice began her schooling there. 

In 1920 Jim joined his brother Walter and wife 
Fanny at Gilby where they ran the store and post 
office. They formed a partnership under the 
name of Shorrock Bros. Jim also was a notary 
public and justice of the peace. At that time there 
‘was also a blacksmith shop at Gilby across from 
the store, run by Mr. Bill Chadbourne. 

‘Many people dealt at the Gilby Store from all 
around the country, and came to get their mail 
and to chat. There were many bachelors in the 
Leafland area, just west of Gilby, who never 
married but lived in the area for many years. 

(One of the young ladies who came for the mail 
was Miss Norah Porter, from the Benjamin dis- 
trict, recently arrived’ with her parents from 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, U.S.A. Norah rode her 
horse about three miles across the unfenced 
‘Medicine Valley to the store. There she met the 
Postmaster, Jim Shorrock, and on August 23, 
1923 they were married at the home of her 
parents. It was a lovely summer day and the 
ceremony was on the lawn, with a few close 
neighbors, making it a very happy occasion. 
Some of the guests at the wedding were the 
Lands and the Layes from nearby. Jim’s sister 
Eveline from the States, bought Norah’s wed- 
ding dress, It was a lovely silk in an apple-green, 
complimenting Norah’s auburn hair. 

By this time the Shorrock Brothers had dis- 
solved their partnership, with Walter and Fanny 
getting the store and Jim taking over the farm 
which they had acquired, about four miles 
northwest of the store of S.. 1-41-4-W. So Jim 
and Norah, along with his sister Flo and ten- 
year-old Alice went to live on the farm. After 
‘Alice had attended school at Medicine Valley for 

















James snd Nora Shorock 


about a year her Aunt Flo accompanied her to 
the home of their sister, Eveline Miltimore, in 
the States. Mr. and Mrs. Clifton Miltimore then 
raised Alice as their foster-child. It was an un- 
happy parting for Jim and his child. However, 
they Kept up a steady correspondence and 
remained in touch by occasional visits between 
Portland, Maine, and Gilby. 

‘Jim and Norah Shorrock had three children. 
Edna was born in May, 1924, Alan was born in 
February of 1928, and Clifton was born in May of 
1932. All three children were born at home, with 
Mrs. Sam Dyrland as midwife. 

Irene Edna attended school at Medicine 
Valley with her first teacher being Mrs. Lewis. 
After finishing Grade 8, she went to the Eckville 
High School, boarding at the home of Mr. Robert 
Gish, of the Atlas Lumber store, but finishing out 
the year at the Andrew School. The next year she 
boarded at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Mann, Imperial Bank manager. Her Grade 10 
teacher was Mr. Jack Lewis (no relation to her 
grade one teacher). Her years at school were 
happy ones, due in part to her excellent teachers. 
Edna married Charlie Carroll in September, 
1941 

Alan and Clifton Shorrock both attended the 
Medicine Valley and Andrew's Schools. Later 
Alan enrolled in Olds Agricultural College for 
one term. They both took over the farming at a 
young age due to their father’s war wounds, 
‘making it hard for him to handle heavy equip: 
ment and modern ways of farming. 

In later life Mrs. Shorrock was an invalid 
brought on by diabetes, and the brothers took 
care of the home from ‘then on. Mrs. Shorrock 
passed away in May, 1971 at the Calgary 
Foothills Hospital. She’ was buried beside her 
parents at the Rimbey Cemetery. 

James William Shorrock passed away at the 
Calgary Belcher Veteran's Hospital In October, 
1958. He was carried to rest by an Honor Guard 
of Veteran's from the Red Deer Legion of which 
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he was a longtime member. Burial was in the 
Military Plot on Michener Hill, overlooking Red 
Deer city. 

Both of them remained in good and cheerful 
spirits through long illnesses, and were an in 
spiration and a help to thelr children and 
grandchildren. They leave four children and nine 
grandchildren. Also two great-grandchildren 
from the family of Jim’s first daughter. 

‘The second generation of Shorrock Bros. con- 
tinue to farm the homeplace near the Medicine 
River. They raise Hereford cattle. The cattle 
breed has been registered in their name since 
1900. 

After graduating as a nurse in Portland, 
Maine, the daughter, Alice Miltimore Shorrock 
married Mr. Hugh Wainwright, a draftsman, 
and they lived at Marblehead,’ Mass.; where 
their son Stephen was born. In short time Hugh 
Wainwright passed away and later Alice was 
remarried to Mr. Russel Copithorne. They have 
‘one son also, named Dick, who is about 20 years 
old and living at home in Topsfield, Mass.; — 
Alice began an unusual craft shop between her 
marriages, and was very successful. She 
manufactures creatively formed wooden dolls 
from a hardwood; dressing them in authentic 
old-time costumes. 

Her shop is under the name of “Polly 
Shorrock.” Alice has two grandchildren, named 
Beth-Anne and Pamsen, of her son Stephen 
Wainwright. 


‘THE WALTER SHORROCK FAMILY — by Mrs. 
Walter (Fannie) Shorrock Age 92 

‘Jim Shorrock homesteaded three miles from 
Gull Lake in 1899. Three years later his younger 
brother, Walter, came out at the age of 15 years. 
Later Walter left to go to Banff to work for 
Brewster's. Jim left the farm and came to 
Calgary where he met and married my sister, 
Meg. Ilater came to visit them and met Walter. 
‘Two years later, in December, 1913, we were 
married, and in May, 1915, Walter and I and our 
baby, six months old, came to Eckville to work in 
Mike’Sestrap’s'store. 

At that time Mr. McIntosh was the manager 
of the bank. At first there was no house for us and 
we stayed with Mrs. Matchett, until Dan 
Clausen, who worked for Mike, left to manage 
the Gilby Store. There was a Co-op Store at 
Eckville at that time. The Clausen’s had been liv. 
ing in part of the house owned by Mike Sestrap 
and the McIntosh family lived in the other half. 
Although I had been in Canada since 1905 all this 
was new to me and the place was strange to me! 

Walter and I moved to the Gilby Store. The 
first World War was on, and I remember on mail 
days the customers would discuss the news. At 
that time a schoolmaster named John Robinson 
taught school somewhere between Gilby and 
Eckville, Also at Eckville the Eckfords lived, 
giving their name to the village. The Gilbertson 
family lived near Gilby, and Gilby was named 








atter them. Lots of the other folks I remember 
whose appearance I can still visualize but whose 
names I do not remember. 

In Eckville there was a blg man who ran a 
livery barn. He was highly thought of and 
respected, His name was Charlle Gustavson. Our 
neighbors at Gilby were the Thubrons, Oscar and 
Alf, (Alf recently passed away.) No one ever had 
betier neighbors! Most of the people around 
were Scandinavian, Finnish, or Estonian. Some 
soldiers took up homesteads after the War and 
brought out wives from England. The life on a 
farm and the loneliness was not easy for these 
wives. 

There were very few cars in those days and in 
front of the old Gliby Store there was a long 
hitching post. I used to amuse myself guessing 
the weight of the horses. The mall man was a 
huge man named John Kemila. Another thing I 
remember was a woman from London who was 
very deaf. She and her husband and two little 
girls lived 13 miles north of the Gilby Store. She 
made the little girls’ hats with crown and brims 
beautifully crocheted and trimmed with 
coloured crocheted flowers. She starched the 
brims. So the girls were well dressed in spite of 
very little money. About that time a woman 
whose husband had died in the house shot a man 
who tried to get in, He was looking through the 
Keyhole at the time 

‘Another woman, an Icelander, a school 
teacher, I think, gave a wonderful pienic. She 
sent out fancy invitation cards ‘Picnic in the 
Month of Roses”. Remember, this was 60 years 
ago, but Iremember the whole neighborhood sit- 
ting on an easy hillside and having a lovely time. 
Also, I remember a wedding where the married 
‘men were ranged on one side and the unmarried 
cones on the opposite side. The bachelors tossed 
the groom trom their side over to the married 
lines, singing and stomping their feet. Also they 
served a wonderful pink punch with froth on it. I 
never could get the recipe for It. 

While I was there we had a few church ser- 
vices. There was a Mrs. Graham teaching at 
Medicine Valley school at that time. 

First we had two heavy grey horses, Nancy 
and Maud, to haul freight from Eckville, then we 
had a Chevrolet, an open car. I think the Station 
Agent at Eckvilie had the first one. 

"The winter of 1919 and 1920 was a long and 
severe one. It froze hard on the 19th of October 
and it stayed frozen. That must have been when 
the influenza killed so many people. It must have 
been May 20 when there was a bad snow storm. It 
was a long time ago, but I was in my early thir- 
ties at the time. 

"The different nationalities of people in- 
terested me. Sometimes in the store we had 
political meetings. Also, upstairs we had a room 
where people could stay If they were traveling 
through the country. AAlso, before the hall was 
built, dances were held there. The store was 60 
feet long and so the hall upstairs was big enough, 
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but I remember people saying that the floor 
swayed with the dancers and if you didn’t sway 
with it you lost the rhythm. The Estonians could 
sing perfectly in tune without any instruments. 
One little girl I think of so often because she sang 
“Annie Laurie” most beautifully. T often wonder 
if anything was done with that voice! For a time 
after the Gilby Hall was built moving-pictures 
were shown there, and I enjoyed them. 

We, as I said, came to Eckville in 1916 and 
there ‘were practically no jobs. As Walter's 
brothers were in the war, their father thought 
‘one of the family should keep out of it. At about 
this time the Thubrons were breeding red polled 
cattle and showing them at fairs. 

‘The Kina brothers lived south of the store. 
‘They loved music and had a good record player 
with wonderful records. One of them had had an 
accident to his back but was good at caring for 
cattle and horses. There was a full basement un 
der the store and another one under that, where 
we kept vegetables and fruit. The gasoline was 
kept on a stand at the side of the store door. The 
barrels were on a stand and were kept locked. 
One Sunday afternoon Walter and I went for a 
walk with the children, Billy and Freddie. When 
we came home the locks on the gasoline barrels 
were broken and the gas spilled over the veranda 
floor. It had seeped into the basement. For- 
tunately, Walter knew not to strike a match, for 
ithe had the store would have burned. 

‘As you know, the Medicine River is right by 
the store and one afternoon I was down by the 
river with the children and little Pat Thubron, 
‘The wife of a travelling salesman began amusing 
herself by shooting a 22 rifle over the river. Fhad 
Fred in my arms and a bullet just missed me. I 
shouted but she didn’t stop until I ran up the 
bank, 

Another thing I remember was that a young 
man died from west of us. He had been in the Red 
Deer Hospital and his body was brought home to 
Gilby. We were asked to keep the body in the 
store overnight. We had a store-room and it was 
left there. At the time one of my sisters was stay- 
ing with us. In the evening we were sitting in the 
Kitchen when we heard an awful racket. I sup- 
ose we were a little unnerved anyway, so 
Walter went into the store-room, but found 
everything as it should be. We were still worried, 
until he noticed that all the Christmas 
decorations had been knocked down by the cat, 

Gilby was a different place then. No ofl wells, 
few cars. Fred Bardenhagen used to ride with 
chaps. The quarter east of the store was not 
fenced and we drove across it to reach the road. 

In May of 1918 or 1919 we had a terrible bliz- 
zard. John Kemila, the mailman, had to walk 
ahead of his horses first to make it possible for 
the horses to travel. He caught a bad cold and got 
rheumatism, and I don't think he ever fully 
recovered, It must have been about that time 
(because we left in 1922) that a lot of people 
drove their animals to the northern part of Alber- 








ta because of poor crops in our area. We sold the 
store and moved to the farm which we had 
bought four miles northwest of Gilby. The store 
was sold to Mr, Jacobs, 

‘The Walter Shorrock family moved to British 
Columbia with their little sons, Billy and Fred 
die. Mrs. Shorrock, at the time this was written, 
yeas 92 years of age, and was ving at Parksville, 


SIMMONS, JAMES 8. — by Mabel Barnes Sim- 

‘James 8. Simmons and his wife, Grace, were 
both born in Cisine, Illinois, U.S.A. and attended 
school there. They were married in the early 
1900's, farmed for a while, and then moved to 
Missouri where he worked on a dredge boat. The 
swamps were being dredged to make way for 
more farms. Later they moved to Duluth, 
Minnesota, where he spent several years work 
ing for the government. Later they became 
homesteaders in Nebraska, some 50 miles north 
of Alliance. Here they lived in a sod house and 
burned cow ‘‘chips” for fuel. 

In 1913 Sim, as he was called, heard about 
how beautiful northern Alberta was. He took a 
hurried-up trip north to look the country over 
with the result that he returned home, sold his 
homestead, shipped stock and other belongings 
by immigrant train, and settled on a plece of 
CPR land a mile south of the Barnes homestead. 
Here they built a nice place, with nice buildings. 

Sim and Grace had no children, but they both 
liked young people. Each evening the young peo- 
ple in the neighborhood would gather at thelr 
place to play cards, dance and sing. We had 
many good times there. Grace passed away on 
August 15, 1917, and then Mr. and Mrs. Van Loon 
came to the Simmons farm. She cooked and he 
helped with the farm work, and crops were good. 

After Grace's death ‘a strong friendship 
developed between Sim and me, yet we were 
afraid to tell my folks. World War I was going 
full blast and finally Sim got his call to service. 
We decided not to marry until his return from 
service. Then came the Armistice in November 
of 1918, his orders were revoked, and we were 
married on November 27, 1918. 

For three years we continued to farm then 
moved to Washington, U.S.A. and rented the 
farm in Canada. While in Washington we were 
blessed with a son, James, born in July, 1924. In 
1995 the renters decided not to continue farming 
our place in Canada, so we returned to Canada. 
‘Through the years we had many experiences, 
both good and bad. From 1925 to 1927 we lost two 
infant girls and lost a farm bullding by fire. We 
talked things over and Sim said, “When the jinks 
get after you, it's time to move”. This seemed 
the right thing to do, so we got busy and sold 
everything once more. 

On February 18, 1927 we left the farm, with 
plans to return after a few years. We returned to 
the United States and settled at Hardin, Mon- 
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tana. Here, in September, a son, William, was 
born to us. The depression was beginning; also, 
Montana had a drought, then a scourge of 
grasshoppers and crickets; and the country was 
the hottest place I ever lived in. So we just 
worked, and lived, sitting out the depression. 

The boys grew, schools were good, the grade 
school and the high school being only three 
blocks away. After 11 years Janice, our only 
daughter, was born. 

World War IT ruined everyone's plans. James 
served overseas, came home, went back to 
college. As a chemical engineer he works at 
NASA near New Orleans, Louisiana, U.S.A. He is 
married and has three sons and a daughter. Bill 
finlshed his education as a musician and is a 
teacher at Eastern Montana College. He served 
in the U.S. Army during the Korean War. He has 
never married. Janice and her husband are mis- 
slonaries. They spent three years in Liberla, 
West Africa, with the Bassa Tribe. They now live 
in Springfield, Oregon. They have three children 
— two boys and one girl 

Sim passed away on March 21, 1958. I am liv- 
ing at the family home, 730 W. Third Street, Har- 
din, Montana. I operate a small nursing home. 

‘There are so many things one could write 
about. Memories of the past are great. We had a 
good life. 


SJODAHL, HUGO — by Joan Maddox 

Hugo and Julia Sjodahl filed on S.E. 4-41-4-W5, 
about 1910. They came from Portland, Oregon, 
U.S.A. where he had been a plasterer. He con: 











tinued that work here. They had no children, but 
a little white pekinese dog named Nellie gave 
them great pleasure. When she grew too old to 
enjoy living Hugo got some chloroform from the 
drug store and put her to sleep. 

‘They raised a large flock of turkeys each 
year. The neighbors would gather to help kill and 
dress them, This was always a sad day for Julia, 
as she made pets of them all. 

Hugo and Julia had only one place but were 
hard workers and had a nice herd of shorthorn 
cattle when they sold out in 1922. 

Hugo was councillor for the road building and 
also secretary-treasurer of the Medicine Valley 
school district for many years. They were both 
very kind poeple, always willing to help with any 
troubles. 

‘They returned to Portland, Oregon and the 
Lawton Brothers now own the land, 


EDGAR SMALE FAMILY 
In 1933 Edgar Smale and Martha McCleary 
were married in Calgary. It was the depression 
time, but this young couple were lucky — they 
had jobs. He was a baggageman with the CPR 
and she was a ward maid at Baker Tuberculosis 
Sanitorium. More lay-offs on the railroad oc. 
curred in 1934, including Edgar. With Edgar's 
experience working on a dairy and fox farms 
west of Calgary, and Martha’s girlhood ex: 
perience on a farm in Ireland, they decided to 
become farmers and purchased the NE 34-40-4- 
'W5 in the Gilby district from a well-known dis. 
trict cattle dealer, Leo Zaleski. Their worldly 
possessions Included one team of horses, seven 
head of female cattle of various sizes and colors, 
sundry farm equipment, tools and household fur- 
nishings and a 1928 Chevrolet car, which was 
later bartered for a second team of horses. 

These were unloaded at the CPR siding at 
Kootuk, and they walked the 17 miles to their 
new home. They often looked back to an incident 
on the road that day. During a noon stop-over at 
the Sestrap farm a cow gave birth to thelr first 
calf. It was a heifer, and proved to be a good 
omen. 

‘The family soon became actively involved in 
community affairs. Edgar became secretary of 
the Medicine Valley School board in 1938 and 
remained on the board until the school was 
closed in favor of centralization in 1953. He was 
also secretary of the Eckville north local of 
Farmer's Union for several years. The family 
took an active part in 4-H Club work, belonging to 
the Benalto 4-H Beef Club, and the Grain Club. In 
1951 Edgar helped organize the Medicine Valley 
4H Dairy Club and was leader for 11 years. 
Martha was a member of the Happy Valley 
Ladies’ Club and could always be relied upon to 
lend a helping hand at showers, weddings, and 
serving lunches at the various community 
gatherings. 

They raised six children: Evelyn Onofryszyn 
of Eckville, Jack of Ledue, Doreen Pegg of Daw- 
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son Creek, Helen Nielsen of Spruce Grove, 
‘William, who was killed in an auto accident at 
the age of 20 years, and Mark, who resides with 
his wife, the former Beth Lecerf, on the family 
farm. 

Although there were many disappointments, 
and heartaches, lots of hard work and sacrifice, 
they never regretted their decision to leave the 
city and go farming. All who knew Edgar were 
saddened at his untimely death in February of 
1973. Martha retired to Eckville in 1976. 


SPIRES, MAURICE — by Tom Spires 

My father, Maurice Spires, was born in the 
Lancashire town of Salford, in 1889. His father 
was a Superintendent with the Post Office, and 
they apparently had a good home. My father was 
educated at Grecian Street School in Balford, 
and his early working life was as an office boy in 
the cotton industry. Upon leaving, his reference 
consisted of three words — ‘‘smart but cheeky”. 

Ido not know exactly when he left for Canada, 
but I think it must have been about 1909. His 
elder brother, Leonard (‘‘Len”’), also went to 
Canada, and’ this necessitated ‘the long sea 
voyage across the Atlantic followed by the trans 
continental journey on the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. They arrived in Calgary, and I believe 
that one of my father’s first jobs was at the Cana 
dian Pacific Railway’s works there. Apparently, 
there was a queue outside the works each mor: 
ning and the number of men required were 
selected. My father thought this was not such a 
good idea and so he caught the works train next 
morning. He presented himself at the office and 
was given a Job on the grounds of his initiative! 
He also spoke of working on railroad construc 
tion with gangs of men and teams of horses, and I 
think this may have been the line through 
Eckville to Rocky Mountain House, Another job 
around this time was working as a gardener at 
the Banff Springs Hotel. 

When the Great War started in 1914 Len 
jolned the Medical Corps and was drafted to 
England. He got married in uniform and later 
served with the Canadian Forces in France. 
After the war he settled down in England and 
never returned to Canada. My father did not pass 
his medical examination and so did not serve in 
the Armed Forces. 

Eventually, my father decided to homestead, 
and joined two friends, Tom Spencer and Bill 
Collins in the area of Carlos, near Leslieville. 
‘They each had a quarter section and my father 
obtained the title deeds in 1921. I still have these 
deeds, but the land was sold for taxes after the 
Second World War. The homesteaders managed 
{to clear enough land to grow wheat and also kept 
some cattle. They built a substantial barn and 
had a good house to live in. But things did not go 
well for them, perhaps due partly to inex- 
perience and partly to the economic conditions 
of the time. They decided to leave the homestead 
and my father and Tom Spencer got a job with 


MeDonald’s Nurseries in Lacombe, while Bill 
Collins went to the Experimental Station ther 

In 1924, my father received a telegram to say 
that his father had died suddenly and he returned 
to England immediately. It was always his inten- 
tion to go back to Canada in due course, and he 
still paid the taxes on his quarter of land. He 
knew my mother before going to Canada, and 
wrote to her regularly, trying to encourage her to 
join him there. She was reluctant to do so, but if 
she had, perhaps I would have been born in 
Alberta, 

My father spent most of his working life in 
England as a gardener, but he also undertook 
furniture repairing and French polishing. He 
was always a very handy sort of man and could 
undertake most of the repair work around the 
home and garden. My mother died in 1952 after a 
long illness and my father died in 1960. 

T was brought up on Canadian names and T 
was as familiar with towns like Edmonton, 
Calgary, Red Deer, Lacombe and Medicine Hat 
as any Albertan. He always talked about Alberta 
and never gave up hope of going back, although 
that was not to be. He had a fund of stories, in- 
cluding the one about Old Mr. Ostrem, who wore 
bear skins and was almost shot one day in the 
snow. He used to tell the story of the Indian trick 
by which it was possible to pull out dry sand from 
a basinful of water. I stil don’t know how it's 
done. 

One of the highlights of my life was the visit 
paid to Alberta with my wife and son in 1975. We 
met Mrs. McDonald in Lacombe and saw the 
Nurseries where my father worked. Other 
members of the family we met were Mr. and 
Mrs. David McDonald in Calgary. Mr. McDonald 
remembered my father singing’ English music 
hall songs to him and his brother. 

We stayed at Eckville with Mrs, Joan Mad- 
dox, who, as one of the Lawtons, was a neighbor 
of my father on the homestead. We also met the 
brothers of Mrs. Maddox who are still farming in 
the same place. We visited my father’s quarter 
but found it was forest once again, with the ex- 
ception of swaths cut for two pipe lines. The only 
disappointment I had was that there were no 
buildings left on the quarter, as I had been look- 
ing forward to seeing them. Of course, they had 
been built of timber and probably disappeared 
many years ago, either by fire or through 
neglect. We were able to have a picnic nearby, 
and I was glad to see the wild rose growing there. 

We also met Mrs. Madge Walls, who 
remembered my father and Uncle Len in 
Calgary. She recalled the time when my father 
and Tom Spencer left for the homestead with a 
horse-drawn wagon. As it was approaching 
Christmas time, Mrs. Spencer packed up the 
seasonal fare for them, including plum pudding. 
‘The weather deteriorated and they exchanged 
the wagon for a sleigh, but, unfortunately, it 
overturned just before they reached the 
homestead. When the snow melied in the spring, 
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they were able to find plum puddings in the 
ditch! 

We were able to see the Eckvitle Rodeo and 
this was quite a thrill. My father used to talk 
about the Calgary Stampede which was in its 
early days then. We were welcomed everywhere 
with Albertan hospitality and it was grand to see 
all the places which had been only names before. 


JOHN AND ARIA THYSSEN 

John Thyssen was born in Denhilder, Holland. 
He grew up learning how to handle horses by 
Griving his father’s surrey, taking folks around 
like a taxi. While a young man he went to sea to 
be a sailor. After a period of time spent as a 
sailor he emigrated to America, to the state of 
Towa. Here he met Aria Koole, but It was not un- 
til some years later that they were married, in 
‘MacLeod, Alberta, where the rest of Aria’s fami- 
ly lived. 

After thelr marriage John and Aria returned 
to Holland where their daughter Nellie was born. 
In 1917 they came back to Canada and settled on 
a farm near Medicine Hat, Alberta. In 1920 a 
daughter, Bessie, was born. 

They had so many poor years of farming that 
they moved to central Alberta to a place close to 
Gilby, known as the Robert Kelm place. Vera 
was born in 1923. In 1924 they moved over to a 
homestead belonging to Louis Gant, where Aria 
passed away in February, 1928. She was laid to 
Test in the Gilby Cemetery. After her death John 
and the two older girls left the homestead for a 
farm near the Gimlet school, where he lived until 
1964. 

John was a very good father and neighbour, 
and an excellent farmer. His animals were 
among the best in the country, and his crops and 
garden also grew and produced very well. He 
had such an abundance of everything that he 
shared it with his neighbors who did not have 
enough. When he went out driving in his buggy or 
cutter it was a thrill to see those beautiful horses 
prancing down the road. 

Bessie and Nelly grew up and went to the 
Gimlet School, Vera became a foster child of a 
wonderful lady by the name of Mrs. Sam 
Dyrland. 

When he left the farm in 1964 John went to live 
in the Lodge in Rocky Mountain House, later liv- 
ing in Lacombe, Three Hills and Sylvan Lake, 
While at Sylvan Lake he broke a bone in his leg 
and was sent to the Lacombe nursing home. He 
also stayed for a while in the Rimbey Three-way 
Hospital and then back to Lacombe. 

John enjoyed drawing and painting pictures 
with water colours. He gave most of the pictures 
away to his friends and relatives. Just a month 
before his 90th birthday he suffered a stroke and 
passed away six weeks later in the Lacombe 
Nursing Home. He was laid to rest beside his 
wife Aria in April of 1973. 

Bessie married Carl Nelson in 1940 and they 
have seven children and several grandchildren, 














Nellie lives in Red Deer. 
Vera married Harold Molander in December, 
1944. They live in the Eckville area. They have 
eight children and two grandchildren. 


VERA THYSSON, CHILDHOOD TO 
MARRIAGE — by Vera Molander 

When Vera Thysson came to the home of Sam 
and Ellen Dyrland she was only two and a halt 
years old and was a very sick child. They didn’t 
think she would recover from whooping cough 
and scarlet fever. These were very serious dis- 
eases in those days and children weren't in- 
culated against them. Vera’s hair was one 
solid mat of gum and Mrs, Dyrland and her 
daughter, Ruth, had quite a job cutting it all out 
and making it very short. She had to learn to 
walk all over again and aiso to talk, as no one 
was able to understand what she sald. Her 
mother, Aria Thysson, had only spoken Dutch to 
her and she had to learn to speak English. She 
also learned to speak Norwegian while growing 
up in a Norwegian home. ‘There were seven 
children in the Dyrland family, but they 
accepted Vera as a part of their family 

“The school days are remembered best as she 
had Mrs. Lewis as one of her teachers. She had 
two miles to go to school through all sorts of 
weather. One thing Vera enjoyed doing was pick- 
ing up a nice walking stick which belonged to 
Sam Dyriand, and off to school she would ride, 
pretending the stick was a real horse. Most of the 
time she wasn’t late for school, either. In winter 
she would be so bundied up with warm coat, 
shawl, mitts, and, of course, buckled overshoes. 
Girls didn’t go to’school in slacks in those days. 
‘Vera wasn’t a very good student in certain sub- 
jects such as mathematics, which really riled the 
teachers. One teacher got so angry he broke the 
ruler and chalk. What does Vera do but shed 
tears into her book until It was wet with tears. 
Another funny thing which happened was that 
her skirt came unbuttoned and dropped to the 
floor while she was doing mathematics on the 
blackboard. The children laughed to see her 
standing in her green broadcloth slip. The 
teacher looked to see what the youngsters were 
laughing at and sald, ‘‘Vera, pull up that skitt 
and fasten it.” Vera had a very close friend with 
whom she walked to school; Mary Ophus. They 
had lots of fun in little play houses in the woods 
and when summer holidays came Vera walked 
the three-quarters of a mile to Mary’s house to 
play. Lots of mud bread loaves, pies and cakes 
‘were made and decorated with dandelion leaves 
and flowers. 

When Vera was a little girl she wore clothes 
which Mary's mother sewed. Mrs. Ophus was a 
wonderful seamstress and the clothes looked Just 
like they had come from Eaton's Catalog. 

‘Vera went as far as Grade 8 in school at 
Medicine Valley. The last two years of school in 
Medicine Valley were spent riding on a real 
horse. Grade 9 was spent in the Andrew school, 








going horseback from spring to the end of the 
term. The next five years were spent at home 
growing up and learning to sew and em- 
broidering linens for her hope chest. 

‘When Vera was staying at the Jolin Pederson 
home and going to school she met her future hus- 
band. At that time no one knew that six years 
later they would be married in the home where 
Vera grew up. 

‘Vera and Harold Molander were married the 
29nd of December, 1944. They went to live in a 
small house built by Harold Molander with the 
help of his brother. He cut logs for the building in 
the woods that now belong to Maurice Clark. 
Harold sawed the logs for the house at Haapala’s 
sawmill, 


TILLEY, WILLIAM 

‘William Tilley came from Iowa about 1910 to 
homestead the SW 5-41-4-W5. He built a neat set 
of buildings near a big spring; farmed with 
horses and raised a small herd of good cattle. In 
his garden were a few rows of corn; the large 
ears a treat for his pigs. 

On Saturday evening, he would meet with 
neighbors to talk over the clearing and breaking 
at the Rolfson home who had the Leafland post 
office. 

He was a hard working man anda good friend 
to all who knew him. 

In 1946, he sold to Gus Osterland and moved 
to Red Deer where he lived until his death. 


VOSBERG, JOHN AND HILDA 
John and Hilda Vosberg both came from St. 

Paul, Minnesota in 1911. They were married in 

Edmonton. He filed on SE 5-41-4-W5 that year. 

Being a carpenter by trade, he built a neat 
two story log house and a barn. He also built the 
Leafland school. 

When their second child was born, December 
2%, 1915, she had developed TB. Mrs. Best, a 
nurse, who lived on the Houston place rode 
through the swamps horseback to see her 
several times. She passed away in March 1916. 
‘Mrs. Best took the baby but it only lived a short 
time. The older child, Jean, about three years 
old, was taken back to St. Paul to Hilda’s 
parents. 

John sold the farm to Hugo Sjodahl. He 
returned to St. Paul late in 1916. Dick Lawton 
bought the farm from Hugo Sjodah for five hun- 
dred dollars. 


WELLS, SETH — written by Lizzie Gillund, 
Hilda Gottschlich and Harriet Stears 

Seth Wells will live on as a legend in the 
Meadowbrooke district in the memories of all 
who chanced to meet this tremendous personali- 
ty. Seth was born a dwarf and lived first in the 
area west of Blackfalds. In size he would be ap- 
proximately 36 or 38 inches tall (I think 30 inches 
was nearer) but what he lacked in size he more 
than gained in personality. His philosophy of 
life could never be surpassed. 

















Always he earned his livelihood selling spices 
and fruits, and boiling wagon wheels in linseed 
oil to preserve them. Also he sharpened discs! 

In the spring of 1924 he helped put in W. J. 
Riley’s crop following Mr. Riley’s illness. He 
drove four horses on the disc. He sat in an apple 
box for a seat. He stayed around the Riley home 
and took Mr. Riley for rides to entertain him. At 
this time he had one Shetland hitched to a cart. 
He loved taking the girls for rides in his cart and 
took any girl that would go with him. He also 
spent some time at Elmer Gillunds, 

His first means of locomotion — two bull 
calves he himself broke and drove to school, 
Gradually he promoted himself to a team of 
mules. Many in the Blindman district will 
remember his many episodes with these. Finally 
he purchased the famous team Dixie and Floss, 
his team of horses, a gray and a buckskin. They 
drove him around for many years in Central 
Alberta as he went about his work. He sang con- 
stantly — a regular Johnny Appleseed. He had 
two voices — a man’s and a lady's. 

Finally in later years he came down to driv- 
ing Shetlands. Age made it most difficult to 
board a buggy and a wagon. It must be 
remembered this wee man harnessed his own 
mules and horses by the use of his crutches 
(known as T.sticks). Buzz and Bun were his 
ever-faithful Shetland team that he drove in a 
cart or cutter. With ever increasing traffic and 
his age, he finally had to give up his driving. He 
made his home at Schmuland’s in Millet, Alta. 
until his passing in his 70's. He was buried 
in the Ponoka cemetery by his midget sister. 

T will add a few lies to their account as T 
knew Seth almost 40 years. Once he drove to 
Lacombe with a small team of mules hitched toa 
small red cutter. He put them in Fortune's 
Livery Barn and said he wanted them in three 
hours. When the time was up Seth hopped across 
the street from the barn and leaned on his 
crutches to see the fun. The livery man led them 
up to the cutter. They promptly turned and faced 
it, While the man turned one mule the other 
straddled the tongue or kept his rear end against 
the neck yoke. After a few minutes the man went 
for help. Two men could not get them faced in the 
right direction. Soon four men struggled. Seth 
hopped over and said “It took me just 10 
minutes to hitch them up this morning.” The 
men said "Let's see you do It.”” Seth gave each 


seth Wels, 


















mule about three prods with his crutches and 
spoke in his deep voice. The little mules couldn’t 
get into position fast enough, 

Seth had grown up with mules in Missouri. He 
said nearly every mule had to have one lesson, 
tied to a post, whipped with a rawhide about half 
an hour and left with several cuts. If that mule 
lived to be 40 he would never disobey that man 
again. 

He could harness Dixie and Floss. I said 1 
liked to see him do it. Dixie and Floss each 
welghed about 1100 pounds and stood at least five 
feet four inches. Dad had hung the harness on 
pegs six feet above the floor. I put each harness 
in front of Seth. He took Dixie's harness to an 
empty stall and pushed it into the manger with 
his crutches. Then he led Dixie in and crawled up 
in the manger. She swung sidways as close to 
Seth as she could get. He put her collar on and 
pushed the harness up and fastened the hame 
strap. Then Dixie put her head on his hands and 
he put the bridle on. He went in the other stall 
and Floss did the same, 

Seth didn’t like to be helped. Once I lifted him 
into the democrat (he weighed about 80 pounds) I 
could see that he was hurt. 

He loved to play croquet and was an excellent 
player and coach. He also played cards and read. 

He enjoyed playing tricks. I was planting 
flower seed. Seth got my mother to give him a 
pocketful of garden peas. He planted them 
behind me. Twenty-seven came up. I let them 
grow and they were blooming when he came to 
visit next time. He asked how the flowers grew. I 
said that he had a little job of weeding and I 
grabbed him by the collar and dragged him out 
the back door. I didn’t get much farther. He 
whacked my shins so hard (with the T-sticks) 
that I had to drop him. Tlet the peas ripen and he 
shared them later on. 

‘As Iwas coming home from Fort Vermilion a 
lady got on the bus at Millet. She told me they 
had taken Seth to the hospital and he was very 

‘k. He did not recover. He certainly made the 
best of the life God willed he should live. 





‘THE WHILLIER FAMILY 

‘The Whillier family came to the Medicine 
Valley in October of 1918, from Forest Lawn, 
east of Calgary. They settled on the N.W. 27-40- 
W5 (on the old Pat McNulty place.) The family 
consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Whillier, Bert, 
Bob, and Reg. Three daughters were married 
and'never came with the family. An older son 
had been killed overseas the previous year in 
World War 1, 

Mr. Whillier was a bricklayer by trade, and 
built many of the first brick chimneys in the 
valley, as well as the odd fireplace. He built the 
first chimney in the Gilby Hall. 

In 1920 they bought the J. Huseby homestead 
S.E. 28-40-4-W5. Reg went to the Medicine Valley 
School for one term. The other boys had left 














school and spent most of their time working out 
when their help was not needed at home. 

In 1927 Reg rented land owned by Frank 
Clevenger, now owned by Mrs. Stears. He 
farmed this land for three years, as well as 
farming his parent’s land and the’ J. Severson 
land for several years. In October of 1929 Reg 
was married to Mary Gant, and they lived on the 
old place until 1969, Mr. and Mrs, Whillier left the 
Valley for Vancouver in 1932. They lived there 
for many years. Mr. Whilller passed away In 
‘November of 1940 and Mrs. Whillier died in April 
of 1955. 


Back ow: Dave, Dorothy, Shirley, Don. Front row: Betty, Tom, 
Mary and Reg Whiler, 1984 


Reg and Mary's family consisted of Don of 
Slave Lake, David of Edmonton, Dorothy (Mrs. 
R. Tyler) of Calgary, Shirley (Mrs. E. 
Kruetzfell) of Saskatoon, Betty (Mrs. J. McNeil) 
of Wetaskewin, and Tom of Valleyview. 

In 1969 Reg'and Mary sold their farm to Bob 
and Marge Sears and retired to Lacombe, where 
they are living at this time. 


WITHERS, MR. AND MRS. E. 7. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. T. Withers of Nova Scotia, 
with their three sons, William, Charles and 
Harry and daughter, Nora, all came west and 
filed on a homestead, SW 3-41-4-W5, in Medicine 
Valley in the spring of 1907. 

Harriet Mullins and Nellle Withers came 
from the Boston area in the spring of 1908, and 
Harriet and William Withers were married that 
same spring by Reverend Richard Shoup. Nellie 
Withers and Otto Huppelsheuser were married 
in 1908. They settled in Blind Man's Valley. 

‘About 1910 Mr. and Mrs. E. T, Withers had the 
first post office in Medicine Valley. (It was 
called Medicine Valley.) Later, when Medicine 
Valley post office was closed down there was a 
post office at Gilby and also at Wittenburg. (All 
in Medicine Valley.) Mr. and Mrs, Broderson 
had the Wittenburg post office, now known as 
Leedale. We got our mail at Lockhart until we 
got the Medicine Valley post office. At first the 
mail was brought from Lacombe on Saturdays. 
‘There would be a gathering of many people of the 


Me. and Mrs. E:T, Withers SOth Anniversary 


area, who would stay for hours, and talk over 
thelr land-clearing, tell about their oxen or their 
machinery, and many other topics, of interest to 
all, were discussed. 

‘Later, when Nora’s parents had bought an 
organ, she would play for groups who would have 
a sing-song. The closest entertainment was at 
Bentley. The Withers young folks would drive 


Fred and Nora Lange 1913 








Mr, and Mrs. E:T. Withers: Medicine Valley P.O. 


there to attend the dances. Mrs. Best was the 
only trained nurse and the closest doctor was 
in Lacombe. Mrs. Best would ride horseback 
through the swamps to assist at births and other 
illnesses. 

Fred Lange, of Iowa, U.S.A. filed on a home- 
stead in Medicine Valley in 1910 and he and Nora 
Withers were married in the spring of 1913. They 
lived on their homestead until 1917, when they 
and their two children moved to Towa, U.S.A. 

‘Mrs. Best (the trained nurse) started a giris’ 
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basketball team. From a previous marriage she 
had three girls and one boy by the name of 
‘Thompson. The girls on the original team were: 
Anna Bardenhagen Mabel Easter, Helen 
Lockhart, Louella Thompson (Mrs. Best's 
daughter}, and Nora Withers Lange. 

‘Mr. Ames was the first mail carrier out of the 
Valley. The first bridge across the Medicine 
River in our area was built in 1911, 

Mrs. Withers passed away in Calgary in 1929, 
and Mr. Withers passed on a few years later. 
























































Midland 


THE MIDLAND COMMUNITY AND ITS 
HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

‘On the west slope of land between the valleys 
of the Medicine and Blindman rivers, lies the 
Midland community. Its borders are allied with 
the school division boundaries which were es- 
tablished on July 5, 1939. Prior to this the 
Midiand School District No. 4856 was a part of 
Municipal District of Last West No. 431. On Jan. 
1, 1952 the County of Ponoka No. 3 was incor- 
porated by Ministerial order so the area now lies 
within the County boundaries. 

Before being settled the iand was covered 
with balm and poplar trees, with scattered birch 
on the higher ground. The lower ground was 
covered with willow, spruce and varying 
amounts of tamarack’ and pine. There were 
many springs which fed the streams and swamp 
areas, The streams that drain this low land are 
not large. The terrain is rolling with a general 
slope from northeast to southwest but no hills are 
too steep to cultivate. The climate is comparable 
to the Red Deer area, with its late and early 
frosts. It is possible to have snow storms in 11 of 
the 12 months. Heavy rains and severe hall 
storms have been experienced in many areas 
over the years. 

‘The soil in the central and northeastern parts 
are generally clay mixed with gravel. The 
southwest, which is on the level with the 
‘Medicine River, is black loam. There are many 
large sloughs and swamp areas which cannot be 
cultivated but with drainage now, some can be 
used for pasture. 

Owing to the combination of soll and climate 
conditions the area is entirely devoted to mixed 
farming. Barley is the main crop grown, with 
rape and oats becoming more common. Some 
wheat is grown but is not popular because of the 
short growing season, Many areas of tame hay is 
grown and oats cut early for greenfeed is used 
for cattle feed which is the majority of the live- 
stock raised. There are some pigs, sheep and 
horses however 

‘The community is not an old one in light of 
some of the other settlements in Alberta, for the 
first settlers did not arrive until the turn of the 
century 
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‘These ploneers came from two main points 
England and the United States. They built thel 
homes of log along the winding trails that joined 
Wittenburg (Leedale) and Kansas Ridge 
(Rimbey). Many of the homesteaders spent the 
rest of their lives in the district. 

‘Two brothers who came from Ohio were Clem 
and Frank Johnsman. Clem homesteaded the SE 
6-42-3-W5.in 1906. Frank came in 1907 and 
homesteaded the NE quarter in the same see- 
ton. 

Jack Rotherham, a friendly English bachelor 
from Coventry, England, homesteaded the NW 
38 in 1907, He was noted because he had a 
wireless. 

In 1908 Bertram, Richard, and William 
Williams came from Bristol, England to 
homestead NW 16, SW 20 and NW 21. They were 
followed by a cousin Ernest Prosser and his 
cousin Tom Cooke in 1911. They settled on the E 
half of 20, Francis Marshall homesteaded the SW 
16 about the same time and George Williams who 
came in 1916 took over this quarter. 

Norman, Harold and Ronald Chinneck came 
from Detroit, Mich. in 1907. Norman and Harold 
homesteaded the S half of 18 but Ronald went on 
to southern Alberta. 

Frank Laye came from England and 
homesteaded the NE 18 in 1908, He sold it to Guy 
Graham from Chicago in 1929, then moved to the 
Benjamin district 

Jim Willets came from Minnesota in 1908. He 
tooicup the NW 4 and lived there until is death in 

Other early settlers were Leon Henry Chabot 
who came in 1911 to the NE of 1, D. Finch in 1906 
and N. G. Might who lived on the same section. 
Others were Wm, Murby, the Bodicoat family, 
Angus MacDonald, Frank Peters, Bert Horne, G. 
Harris, Lou Eaton, Jim Jackson, Dick Jones, 
Jack Brandon, Chris Bakke, Howard Bowman 
and probably ‘others. In the early 1920's Theo 
Laye came to the SW 30, the Ernest Hayward 
family to the E half o 7, and Lyle Visger to SW 
B. 





In 1910 a railway was surveyed across the 
community. The stakes and cutline were in 











evidence for many years, but it was abandoned 
when World War IT broke out. 

When the depression years came on there 
were several families who came in on a govern- 
ment scheme, but very few of them stayed for 
more than a couple of years. Relief was 
available through the Municipality but there 
wasn’t very many who took advantage of It 
Unless sickness or disability was a factor, the 
pioneer pride was always in command and peo- 
ple got along with what they had, depriving 
themselves of good food, clothing and comfort in 
many cases, Any relief obtained was paid back 
by road work or supplying wood for the schools, 

The rest of the land was quickly occupied by 
the influx of many settlers seeking land in Alber- 
ta, from the dust bowls of Saskatchewan. This 
period remembered as the “Dirty Thirties” were 
very trying years. Some of the families who 
came then were: Ole Hulberg, Sam Wilson, 
Jack, Floyd, Allan and John Booth, Carl and 
John’ Iverson, S. Macdonald, Sam’ Sprecker, 
Henry, Gilbert, and John Krogstad and Cari 
Brun. Because of this great influx of settlers with 
school age children the demand for a school 
became evident. In August 1939 a contract was 
given to Clem Baldridge to build the Midland 
School and in January 1940 classes commenced. 
It served the community until 1955 when it was 
closed and the children bussed into Rimbey. It 
was then sold and moved to Faraway, where it 
served as a school and community centre. 

Because of the new mode of travel the roads 
had to be improved. The trails which were rutty 
and rough were no longer good enough, so they 
were graded and gravelled. 

‘The roads, which were impassable for much 
of the winter, had to be plowed free of snow so the 
school bus could travel. 

‘Most of the farmers did their grocery sho} 
ping in the Leedale General Store where they 
also got thelr mail. 

‘The community had no newspaper of its own 
so the local news is published in the Rimbey 
Record. 

A Ladies’ Club was formed in 1949 and still 
provides social gatherings, pot luck suppers and 
picnics for the members. 

In the relatively short period of fifty years, 
this community, which was a network of wagon 
trails had progressed to accommodate the 
automobile, 

In the last 25 years progress has changed the 
country scene immensely. The horse which our 
very livelihood depended on, has been replaced 
by the tractor, and is used now only for pleasure. 
The horse-drawn machinery, the wagon, binder, 
and threshing machine has now been replaced by 
the swather, baler and combine. The discovery 
of gas resulted in this revolutionary change to 
machines. 

‘Fine new homes now stand where the little log 
houses once accommodated many large 
families. 














Electricity has brought a tremendous change 
in the lives of those in the community. It has 
brought in many labor saving devices and 
modern appliances. The change to power and 
lighting was a major step. There are very few 
homes that do not have indoor plumbing and run- 
ning water now. In looking back to the early 
years we must thank those early pioneers who 
braved the unknown, with wife and family, to 
settle this area. We look to them with gratitude 
and admiration, for they are a generation who 
experienced many things that the generations 
now and in the future will never experience. 

would like to thank Dale Visger for much of 
this information. 








Doris McElroy 
District Representative 


WHAT PRICE SCROLL 

Ifyou know the taste of bannock and you've lived 
‘on beans and bacon, 

If you've squatted on the prairie when the land is 
for the taken, 

If you've grubbed for roots and carried rocks and 
rode till you've been shaken, 

Boy, you've had it, you're an A One Pioneer. 

If the social life was hearty and the plumbing out 
of doors, 

If the water froze in pails, and frost came creep- 
ing through the floors, 

If your hundred sixty acres was as sure as 
shootin yours, 

Don’t worry friend, you've been a Pioneer. 

If you've yearned for filet mignon when the 
menu boasted prunes, 

If you've dressed in flour sacking and you've 
Sung the cowboy tunes, 

If you've choked in dust, from threshing under 
imelion harvest moon, 

You can say for sure, you've been a Pioneer. 

If you've hummed in tune with fiddles while the 
caller called Quadrille, 

If you've seen a prairie sunset through the haze 
upon the hills, 

If you've heard the coyote serenade with all its 
pipes and thrill 

You've been through it — you can say you've 
Pioneered. 

If you've added up your blessings and forgotten 
all the tasks, 

If you've slept beneath tarpaulins when the rain 
‘came through the cracks, 

If you've known the hospitality of always open 
shacks, 

You Don’t Need a Scroll, You've Been A Pioneer. 


BAILLIE, WILLIAM AND ANITA — NW 9-42-3- 
Ws 

‘My husband and I, Anita Baillie, came to the 
Midland district in the fall of 1972. We bought the 
quarter of land formerly owned by Otto 
Leskosek, and moved here from Salmon Arm, 
BO. 






































Bill worked with his father in the real estate 
business for 12 years before the war. His father 
was the mayor of Hampstead, a suburb of Mon- 
treal. 

Bill served in the Royal Canadian Airforce as, 
Flight Sergeant for seven years. After the war he 
worked as an accident investigator and assessor 
with steamships Canada along the sea coast and 
St. Lawrence River. 

I was born at Pincher Creek (Anita Four- 
nier). 

‘My parents came from New Brunswick in the 
early 1900's and were the first pioneers in that 
area, 

‘My mother is living in the senior citizens 
lodge in Sylvan Lake and is still enjoying life at 
the age of $8 years. 

Thave been teaching school for 34 years with 
the exception of a two year period I spent in the 
armed forces. 

We have one son, Mel. He married the former 
Beth Miller from Fort Saskatchewan in 1969. We 
are now boasting two grandchildren, Morrie — 
six and a half years and Danna — three months. 
‘Mel and Beth are both graduates of the Universi- 
ty of Alberta with Bachelor of Education 
degrees. 

During the 1975-1976 school term they were on 
an exchange program and went to Australia to 
teach. Mel taught in the Brisbane College and 
Beth also taught school nearby. 






‘Mrs. Anita Bale and prandaughter Morrie in Australia. Morse 
holding Koala bear, 1976. 


‘The men all teach school in shorts and knee 
socks. I took a holiday and made a trip to 
Australia to visit in the summer of 1976. It was a 
great experience and I enjoyed it immensely. 
‘The Mel Baillies on returning from Australla 
have accepted a position with Northern Intercom 
of Canada in Telecommunications. They have 


been awarded a district managership in Win- 
nipeg and are enjoying their new home there. 

I am presently teaching school at Bluffton 
and looking forward to retiring. We have a few 
cattle and Bill keeps busy with farm work. 


BAKKE, CHRISTIAN AND ELIZABETH—by 
M., Faryna 

Christian Bakke was born on June 4, 1882 in 
Stravanga, Norway. In 1904 he came out to Mon- 
tana U.S.A. to farm with his brother Elias who 
was born in Sanda, Norway in 1888. 

In 1910 Chris went to Nome, Alaska to try his 
luck at prospecting and mining but returned to 
Washington where he farmed for a few years 
before coming to Canada in 1919. He 
homesteaded the SW 542-3.W5 just east of 
Leedale and was living there when he met 
Elizabeth Bolger who became his wife on March 
6, 1922. They were married in the United Church 
in Rimbey. David Simpson was the minister at 
the time. 

Chris and Eliza lived on the farm and raised a 
family of five children. 

Carl Andrew was born December 25, 1922, 
Norine Viola arrived on March 14, 1926, Fern 
Hilma on December 18, 1930, Mildred Joyce on 
June 24, 1955 and Gladys ingeborg on October 25, 
1936. 














Mes. Bakke, Carl, Novine, Fern, Mildred as a baby. Taken in 
1536 


All the children went to Benjamin School at 
least for most of their schooling. Norine did at- 
tend the Leedale High School for some of her 
grades. When the Midland School opened Fern 
went there to take Grade 7, 8 and 9. 

Norine was supervising classes at Benjamin 
School the first year Fern went to Midland but 
‘Mildred went to Benjamin as she had been doing. 
Norine was moved to a school out by Rocky 
‘Mountain House to supervise there as soon as a 
teacher out of University took her place. 

On July 5, 1924 Christian Bakke took out his 
natiohalization papers. His brother, Elias spent 
a part of each year with the family on the farm 
up until the 1930's. He was living in Edmonton at 
the time of his death on Dec. 28, 1954. 





Carl worked in the logging camps and for the 
neighbors until he enlisted in the army in 1942. 
After one year of training at Calgary and 
Camrose he went overseas to Britain and on to 
North Africa in March 1943. After three years of 
active and occupational service he was dis- 
charged and came back to Rimbey in 1946. Carl 
left in 1948 and has worked and lived in several 
different places. He has a very nice family of 
eight children and he and his wife Leona now live 
in Mirror, Alberta. They have five 
grandchildren 

Norine married Elmer Teskey on Dec. 23, 
1946, He had been in the army and served 
overseas as well. They lived in Rocky Mountain 
House for a number of years and then Elmer 
started working for the Government. They made 
many moves before the children started school 
and then they settled in Grande Prairie, Alberta 
where they lived until moving to Edmonton. 
Elmer has just recently retired and they now live 
on an acreage near Wabumun, Alberta. They 
have five children and four grandchildren. 

Fern married Lloyd Zutter in July 1949, who 
had served four years in the army. He Joined up 
in 1942, took part in the invasion of France and 
was discharged in 1946. They lived in Red Water 
for a short time, then moved to Edmonton for a 
number of years before moving to Grande 
Prairie, where they still reside. They have a 
family of three. The oldest son is married and 
lives in Grande Prairie. The second son is living 
in Edmonton. The youngest, a girl is living at 
home and going to school. 

‘Mildred married Elmer Adrian in June 1951 
and they lived on a farm south west of Rocky 
Mountain House. They had four children. 
Mildred lived at Rocky Mountain House until 
1968 when she moved to Grande Prairie to live. 
She worked in the hospital there and then hired 
‘on as a cook’s helper on the oil rig. A year later 
she moved to Edmonton and worked in a nursing 
home, but left there to cook in a cafe for a year. 
When it was sold she went back to work at the 
nursing home. In 1972 Mildred married Mike 
Faryna and in 1973 they moved to Alder Flats 
where they bought a small grocery store. In 1976 
they were forced to sell the business due to ill- 
ness and since March, 1977 they have been living 
In the small town of Breton, Alberta. 

Gladys Bakke joined the Royal Canadian Air 
Force in 1956, and served for seven years, until 
1963, She took her basic training in St. Johns, 
Quebec, clerk typist training at Alymer, Ontario 
and was posted to Comox, B.C. for nine months. 
She was then transferred to Air Division Nato 
Headquarters in Metz, France where she served 
for three years. In 1960 she received a promotion 
to Corporal. On her return to Canada she served 
at the Training Base in Clinton, Ontario for two 
years before her release. Gladys worked in Ed- 
monton then, until January 1970 and went to 
Sydney, Australia in February, 1970 where she 
lived until May 1973. On her return to Canada she 
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chose to live in Vancouver and is presently living 
in an eastern suburb at Port Coquitlam, B.C. 

In 1947 Chris and Eliza sold the farm and 
moved into Rimbey. He worked in a planing 
rill for a time and then in 1949 when the Rimbey 
Municipal Hospital opened he became the 
caretaker there. He was a good natured man, in- 
terested In current affairs, and had many 
friends. He passed away suddenly at work on 
November 24, 1952 

Eliza Bakke stayed on in Rimbey for a time 
but went to live with her daughter at Grande 
Prairie when she became ill. She passed away In 
the University Hospital in’ April 1964 after a 
lengthy iliness. 


BALDRIDGE, CLEM AND HELEN — by M. 
Taylor 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Baldridge moved to the Leedale 
district from Leduc in 1931. They bought the SE 
1-42-3.W5 and lived there for 13 years. 

‘They had three children Gordon, Arthur and 
Marie. Clem was a good carpenter and did a lot 
of carpenter work besides his farming. He built 
the Midland school in 1939. 

Mrs. Baldridge was a member of the Leedale 
WI, and was one of many who had a leading part 
in the Old Maids Convention and the Amateur 
program. She always had a smile and was will- 
ing to lend a helping hand wherever she was 
needed. 

The children attended the Leedale public 
school and High school. In 1944 the family moved 





‘Taken in 1942, Clem Baldridge and his wife Helen. Me. Bavidge 
tad the contract Yo build the Midland Schools Aug 1985 























































to Dawson Creek where Clem worked as a 
carpenter. A chosen daughter Joan joined the 
family that same year. 

Clem Baldridge passed away in 1962 and Gor- 
don who was living in California died in 1972. 

Arthur had a trucking business in Grimshaw 
for many years but now lives in Surrey, B.C. 

Marie married Don Taylor. They have four 
children. Bryan and James are married, Sherri 
Lee and Robert are still at home. 

Joan is living at Kelowna, B.C. 

Helen Baldridge is now living at Port Moody, 
B.C. She is 78 years of age. 


BLACKBOURNE—JACK 

‘Jack Blackbourne came to this district on 
April 22, 1965, from Wembley, Alberta. He 
bought the SW 10-42-3.W5 from ’Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Olds. 

During the seven years he farmed here he 
cleared 35 acres of land and worked at Sylver 
Service in Rimbey in the winter. 

He made many friends, was a good neighbor, 
and was always ready to lend a helping hand. 

He sold the farm to Reg Wright in 1972 and lett 
in June of that year for Sundre where he worked 
on a farm. In 1975 he went to Olds to a farm job. 

He is planning to retire west of Olds in the 
spring of 1978, 


BODICOAT FROM MRS. PIERSON’S SCRAP- 
BOOK — NW 24-42-3-W5 — 1915 — Father and 
Son Die in Well 

‘A very sad accident occurred in the valley on 
‘Tuesday of last week when Mr. Bodicoat and his 
son Willie lost their lives. It appears that Wi 
‘went down into the well to get a bucket which had 
fallen in, and had only gone down a short ways 
when his little sister who was standing near the 
top, heard him call for help and then fall into the 
water. 

She immediately called for her father who 
was milking in the yard. The father ran to the 
well and advised Mrs. Bodicoat to go for help. 
When help arrived it was only to find father and 
son dead. The well, which was about 60 feet deep, 
was filled with gas. Besides the wife and sister a 
ttle girl fs left to mourn thelr loss. 











BOOTH, JACK AND EDITH — by D. Jennings 

‘Jack Booth along with his wife Edith moved 
from their home in Minnesota to Penhold, Alber- 
tain 1900. His father-in-law, a brother-in-law and 
their families came also. They had all their 
machinery, cattle, horses and household goods 
shipped by’ train. 

Alter the first winter there they decided to 
move back to Minnesota. They had their own 
family orchestra at that’ time and played for 
dances and parties in the area and in Red Deer. 

In 1934 after living in southern Saskatchewan 
for four years they moved to the Leedale area. 
‘They came by covered wagons and trailed their 
cattle. The green pastures and trees were a love- 





ly sight after the few years spent on the dry 
prairies, 

‘At this time thelr family consisted of their 
oldest son, Floyd, his wife the former Alida Iver- 
son, three single sons, John, Allan, and Murle. 
‘Two daughters, Alice and’ her husband Joe 
Lester and the youngest daughter, Violet. 

= ipa 


‘The Booth Family. Let to right: Jack, Floyd (behind) Mule, 
‘Allan, sonindaw Hans, daughter Leona, holding Gloria and Edith 
Front row: Opal, Dolores, Jn, Bud. and Joyce. 





Jack and Floyd were both good blacksmiths 
and did a lot of work for neighbors. Jack bought 
the NE 6-42-3-W5 and Floyd the SW 12-42-4-W5. 

‘Allan and Mirle returned to the United States 
at the beginning of the second World War and 
spent four years in the U.S. Army. After the war 
they returned to Minnesota, married and still 
live there. 

John lived in the Midland district for several 
years on the NE 17-42.3-W5. He married Julia 
Heinsen from Spruceview. They had one 
daughter Marlene, who is now Mrs. Tom 
Sakaluk, and live in Rimbey with thelr three 
children. Alice and Joe Lester lived in the 
Midland area for 23 years, then sold their farm, 

TE 8-42-3.W5 and moved to Rolling Hills. 
‘The oldest Booth daughter was married and 
remained in Minnesota. 

Floyd, Alida and their family of eight children 
lived on the farm for 21 years and then moved to 
Rimbey. Floyd worked for O. B. Moore’s Fur- 
niture Store and Alida worked in the hospital. 





Floyd Booth seeding spring of 1940 





‘Their children, Dolores, Bud, Opal, Joyce, 
Jim, Gloria, Earl and Bernard all attended 
‘School at Midiand. 

Floyd passed away in 1970 in Kelowna, B.C. 
and Alida now lives in Red Deer. 


BOWMAN, MR. AND MRS. HOWARD 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Howard Bowman came to the 
NW 2042-3.W5 before 1918 from the Southern 
United States. 

Mr. Bowman was known as an excellent 
horseman and broke many acres of virgin land 
for the settlers with his team of draft horses and 
a walking breaking plow. 

Mrs, Bowman (Maude) was an excellent cook 
and at harvest time went to Southern Alberta to 
take charge of the cook house on the large 
threshing crews as they moved from ranch to 
ranch. 

‘They were very hospitable people, and the 
younger members of the community loved to go 
there and partake of the refreshments which she 
always seemed to have on hand. In later years 
they sold their farm, which is now (1977) owned 
by. the Patersons ‘and moved to Lacombe, 
building a small new home in the north-west part 
of the town where they remained until their pass- 
ing. 

"There were no children, 


BRANDON, JACK 
‘Jack Brandon was born at Sault Ste Marie in 
1871 and grew up in Ontario. In 1902 he 
homesteaded the land now owned by Mr. 
Dolman, He lived in this area for many years 
and passed away in the Rimbey Auxiliary 
Hospital June 1, 1950 at the age of 79 years. 
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This is picture of Jack Brandon (age about 73) taken about 
1944 The etlacen are Sharon and Wayne Hana. 


BROAD—MRS. MINERVA—by Joan Freeman 
Mrs. Minnie Broad was housekeeper, for a 
time, for Bertram Williams who lived on the NW 
16-42'3-W5. 
Her father was Captain of the Royal Yacht in 
the time of Queen Victoria and held that position 
until he was retired by the Queen. 








His daughter Minnie met and married 
William Walpole, who was a barrister. After 
eight years of marriage he died very suddenly of 
tuberculosis. There were no children. 

‘After eight years and being an accomplished 
pianist she met Perey Broad, who was first 
violinist in a symphony orchestra. 

‘They were married in 1905 and had one child 
Joan, now Mrs. Nigel Dodge of Hemet, Califor- 
nia 

Mrs. Broad left her husband and came to 
Canada about 1912 assuming the name of Mrs. 
Brooks for a time. The William's brothers had 
attended school with Perey Broad and when she 
arrived in Rimbey, she soon took her rightful 
name. 

In 1922, after keeping house for Bert 
Williams, she moved to Rimbey and taught 
music, From there she moved to Lacombe and 
about 1925 went back to England. After a short 
stay she returned to Canada and lived in or near 
Vancouver with her daughter now Mrs. Donald 
McKay. Joan had two children Dinah and 
Donald. 

Donald had three children and Dinah had four 
children, 

‘Mrs. Broad died in Vancouver. She was over 
90 years of age and was called by the workers on 
the Granville street bridge, “The Grand old 
Lady of Granville Street.” 

BRZOSTOWSKI, MR. AND MRS. B. — NE#-42-4- 
Wo 

‘Benedict and Theresa Brzostowski bought a 
quarter of land from Otto Leskosek and moved 
from Armstrong, B.C. to the Midland district in 
June 1971. They farmed here for five years and 
had a few cattle. Ben built a sawmill and sawed 
lumber. They sold the land to Mr. and Mrs. Max 
Keesar and moved to Fort MacLeod in June 1976. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brzostowski have three 
children, Rudy is at Kelowna, Ludwig and his 
wife and daughter in Armstrong, B.C. and Rosa 
and her husband and wee son live in Calgary. 





THE ART CARPENTER FAMILY 

1, Art Carpenter was born in Consul, 
Saskatchewan and came with my parents to the 
‘Trochu district in Alberta, at an early age. My 
folks farmed east of Trochu until 1929, when they 
sold the farm and moved to Winborne district 
west of Trochu. 

In 1937 I married Dorothy Bigelow. We moved 
around for a few year, spending one year in the 
North West Territories at Fort Smit. 

‘Our oldest boy Myron Walter was born in Ed- 
monto May 4, 1938. The second boy Ivan Edwi 
was born in ‘Trochu, November 7, 1940. 

In 1941 we moved to Sundre in the James 
River district where our four other children were 
born in the Olds hospital. Wayne Arthur born 
February 22, 1946, Ormand Emerson born, Oc. 
tober 17, 1947, Sandra Beatrice born, September 
3, 1949 and Stella Dorothy born June 20, 1951. 








We farmed in the James River area for 16 
years. The children rode two and one half miles 
to James River School. They found it rather chil- 
ly in winter and really appreciated the ride on 
the school bus when we moved to Rimbey in 1959. 

We purchased a farm eight miles west of 
Rimbey from Fred Schroeder and still farm the 
NE 24-42-4 

‘My wife, being a registered nurse, went to 
work at the Rimbey Auxillary Hospital the fall 
of 1959 where she continued working until she 
retired In February 1975. 











The Carpenter family. Back row: Art Carpenter, son Ivan, 
‘Mas. Dorothy Carpenter and son Myron. Second row: Wayne and 
(Ormand, In font Sandra and Sica, Taken in 1959 





Left to right: Stella, Sondra, Ivan and Wayne Carpenter with 
{eam of colts the boys were breaking in 1959 


In 1961 my father Frank Carpenter and two 
brothers, Hobe and Bill moved onto the Bill 
Becker farm. My brother Bill passed away in 
1961 and Hobe in 1964. 

‘Our two oldest sons, Myron and Ivan, took 
over their farm for the next two years, then 
Myron passed away suddenly as a result of a car 
accident in March 1965. We then farmed the 
place until 1972 when it was sold to Elwood 
Becker. 

‘The boys and I farmed together for a few 


years. In 1972 Ivan married Donna Goodall of 
Winfield, Alberta. They lived here ‘until the 
spring of 1976 when Ivan sold his land and they 
moved to Hoey, Saskatchewan. Donna worked in 
the CO-OP store in Rimbey while they lived here, 
she still works part time in the CO-OP in Prince 
Albert. Ivan is employed by Shell Oil. 

Wayne married Sharon Newman of Calgary 
in 1969. They have three children: Brett, Paula 
and Travis. They lived here until this’ spring 
(1977) when Wayne accepted a job as Assistant 
Manager with Douglas Lake Cattle Co., near 
Merrit, B. 

‘Orman married Sharon McMann of Eckville 
in 1969. They have two children: Darcy and 
Rhonda. They live in Drayton Valley where he is 
employed by Norette Oil. 

Sandra married Charles Brockway of Nanton 
in 1967, where they farmed until Charles died 
following a tragic accident when he was thrown 
from a horse. He died nine days later in 
November 7, 1969 in the Foothills Hospital in 
Calgary. They had one daughter, Shannon born 
November 24, 1969. Sandra later married Fred 
Beelby of Winfield, where they purchased his 
father’s farm. They have a boy, Myron. 

Fred and his dad have a six horse hitch of 
black Percheron, which they have in parades, 
They won many trophies at pulling matches. 

Stella married Ted Zielke of Edmonton. They 
have two children, Christina and Charity. They 
bought an acreage and trailer and live in our 
yard. They are in the chuckwagon business and 
were sponsored last year by John Deere of 
anada 








CHABOT, HENRY AND LAURA, NE 1-42-4-W5 

Leon Henry Chabot was born in St. Cessaire, 
Quebec on July 24, 1888. His wife, the former 
Laura St. Pierre, was born on May 17, 1887 in St. 
Pie, County of Bagot, Quebec. They were 
married in 1908 and came west to Lethbridge in 
1910, 








Laura and Henry Chabot with baby davghter Ernestine, Taken 
in 1910 
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‘The Chabot homestead. Mes. Chabot by he tee. Taken in 1915 


A daughter Ernestine Honorine was born on 
July 2, that same year. 

‘They came to Wittenberg, now Leedale in 1911 
and homesteaded the SE 14-42-5-WS, where they 
built a log house and barn. In August 1914 their 
second daughter Annette Marie was born with 
the help of midwives, Mrs. Terrlotti and Mrs. 
Barker, close neighbors of the homestead. 





‘Taken atthe homestead in 1915. Annete in the Bugay, Emestine, 
(Chabot standing 


Ernestine and Annette attended the 
Beaconsfield school until they moved to the SE of 
34 at Wittenberg which is now owned by Lee 
‘Mannix. 

‘Mr. and Mrs, Bill Withers and family lived for 
several years on the old homestead, Mr. and 
Mrs. Gerry Albach and family are the present 
owners. 

Mr, and Mrs. Chabot then purchased the NE 
1.42-4-W5 in 1920. They built their home near the 
‘creek on the east side of the quarter because of 
the road allowance but a passable road was 


never built so access to the land was made 
through the McKenzie quarter from the west. 
‘The girls then attended the Leedale school. 

‘Mr. Chabot was a member of the school 
board, and worked as a farm assessor, besides 
the farming. 

‘On March 29, 1928 a son Oliver Henry was 
born, Aunt Lou Challand and Mrs. Johnsman 
were on hand for this happy event. 

‘Mrs, Laura Chabot, who was a dedicated 
mother and a hard working woman, passed away 
on March 15, 1948 after a lengthy illness. 
Ernestine married John Joseph O'Hara and had 
five daughters. Bernice (Mason) of Rocky Moun- 
tan House, Laura Ann (Current) and Shiela 
(Wilson) of Edmonton, Fay (Chatwood) and 
‘Myrna (Johnson) of Leslieville. 

‘Ernestine passed away July 29, 1957 and her 
husband Joe on August 31, 1968. They lived in the 
Leedale area all their lives. 

‘Annette married Albert Kemmis in 1936 and 
farmed south west of Rimbey until 1970 when {ll 
health forced him to retire. They had elght 
children. George died In infancy in 1938. Sgt. Ed- 
die Kemmis who joined the Signal Corps R. C. 








“The Chabot family in 1942. Left 10 right: Joe and fmestine 
O'Hare with daughters Beraice and Lauranne standing in tron: 
Henry and Laura Chabot, Amneste and Albert Kemmis, son Eddie 
tnd daughter Theresa standing in font. Olver missing from the 
picture 











Reg. in 1958 and is now stationed at Petawawa, 
mntario, 

Theresa (Taylor) lives at Onoway. Elaine 
(Cameron), in Ponoka, Clifford of Leslieville, 
Lenard who passed away suddenly as the result 
ofa car accident in 1968, his twin sister Lenora 
(Carsience) of Calgary and Edith (Newman) of 
Rimbey. 

Albert passed away June 6, 1973 and Annette 
still lives in Rimbey. 

Oliver joined the army in 1948, He served with 
the Medical Corp at Camp Borden Ontario dur- 
1g the second World War, He now lives in 
Richmond, Virginia where he works as an X- 
ray technician. He has three sons: Dean, 
Richard, and Sherwood. 





‘THE CHINNECK BROTHERS — 1907 
Harold, Norman, and Ronald Chinneck ac- 

companied by their sister Geraldine, came to the 

Wittenberg district from Detroit, Michigan, 

In 1907, Harold homesteaded the SE 18-42-3- 
WS, now owned by Floris Looy. In 1914, he joined 
His Majesties forces and served overseas until 
war was over in 1918, He no longer had a desire to 
farm, so went to Calgary and worked in the 
Wales Hotel for several years before moving to 
Regina where he was married. 

Norman also took a homestead in 1907. It 
joined Harold’s quarter on the west and is now 
owned by Harold Lemieux. He was a stone 
mason and an expert in the trade. He worked on 
the Parliament Buildings in Edmonton. 

Ronald did not take up land, but worked in the 
area for awhile before going to Fort Macleod. He 
worked on the railroad and later died there. 

Geraldine, better known to her many friends 
as Gerry, married Leo Benson, who 
homesteaded the NW 16-42-4-W5 in 1906, They 
raised a big family and lived all their lives in the 
Rimbey area. Leo passed away in 1947 and Gerry 
in 1974. 


CRUIKSHANK, JACK AND LIL 

‘Jack and Lil, one son Wayne, and a daughter 
Celia, moved to Rimbey from ‘Calgary in 1949 
buying the Jim Jackson half section. Having 
been raised in the city, they also took on the task 
of logging out a great deal of lumber off the home 


‘Threshing Bee for Jack Cruickshank who was Kicked by & hore 
and broke his leg. Standing left to right: Erie Downton, Harold 
Mason, Bob Hajward, Raymond Lamberts, Allen Siting, Harold 
Lemieux, Eugene Lester, Julor McElroy, Ruse Stewart. Kneeling 
‘Tom Plumb. Siting: Lye Vsger. 1950. 




























[Lumber and logs at the Jack Cruikshank farm, 1951 


quarter. It took two years with Buster and Albert 
Adams moving their sawmills in for the summer 
months. 

‘Two more children were born here, Jacquelin 
and James. Sold the farm October of 1972 to Ray 
Lambertus. Jack is employed with Shell Canada 
Resources Ltd. We have never quit the farming 
operation. We have a piece of land three miles 
north of Olds, Alberta. Our son, Jim, and us have 
fullblood and purebred Charolais cattle. We were 
the first to bring these cattle in this area in 1963. 

Celia is married to Wayne Dieke of Halkirk 
and have two children. They live in Calgary. 

Jacquelin s married to Gary Latimer of 
Remittal Cattle Co. They have two children and 
live three miles south of Olds. 

Wayne married Jill Richards of Olds. They 
have one child and live in Calgary 





GILLILAND, BOB 

Bob Gilliland was born in Ontario and came to 
Bowden when a young boy to farm with his 
brother. 

In 1950 he came to the Midland district where 
he bought the NW 4-42-3-W from Mr. Krogstad. 

After 13 years of farming Bob sold the land to. 
Ron Anderson and retired, 

He went to Sylvan Lake for awhile and then 
came to stay with Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hohn near 
Leedale, Irene is his niece. 

When they moved into Rimbey he lived in a 
suite in thelr basement. 

He is 80 years of age, still active and keeps 
quite well. He is now a resident of the Parkland 
Manor. 


GRANDMOTHER'S “RECEET” 

We were recently informed by a young 
woman that years ago when her mother was a 
bride, her grandmother gave her the following 
“receet” for washing clothes. It appears below 
just as It was written. 1. Bild afire In back yard to 
heet kettle of rain water. 2. Set tubs so smoke 
won't blow in eyes if wind Is pert. 3. Shave one 
hole cake le soap in bilin water. 4. Sort things, 
make three piles, 1 pile white, 1 pile cullored, 1 











pile work britches and rags. 5. Stir flour in cold 
water to smooth then thin down with bilin water. 
6. Rub derty spots on board, scrub hard, then 
bile. Rub cullord but don’t bile, — just rench and 
starch. 7. Take white things out of kettle with 
broomstick handle then rench, blew and starch. 
8, Spred tee towels on grass. 9. Hang old rags on 
fence. 10. Pore rench water in flower bed. 11. 
Scrub porch with hot soapy water. 12. Turn tubs 
upside down. 13. Go put on cleen dress, smooth 
hair with side combs — brew up cup of tee, set 
and rest and rock a spell and count blessings. 


‘THE HAYWARD FAMILY Robert Ernest and 
Minnie Hayward — Ey 7-42-3-W5 NW 7-42-3-W5 
by Irene Hayward Vellicux 

We left the Jabez McPherson farm, one mile 
east of Bentley one sunny morning in October 
1921, Dad and George Calkins each had a load of 
furniture. Mother and we children went by car. 
Mr. Harold Veefkind was the driver who knew 
where to go. We got to the John Olsen farm west 
of Leedale about seven o'clock in the evening and 
found a threshing crew there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Claude Chaliand had the farm 
rented and were just finishing up. We were given 
supper, which was much enjoyed then found 
places to sleep. We were weary and tired. 

When we moved to Leedale there were five 
children: Francis, Irene, Bob, Walter, and Ellen 
‘who was born that spring. Bertha our youngest 
sister arrived on August 2, 1924. 








Minnie and R. Ernest Hayward, 


I went to school with two neighbor girls, 
Ernestine and Annette Chabot. We three girls all 
rode together on the same horse. Mr. Olsen's 
horses were all at Mrs. Olsen’s brothers place, 
Ernest Jacobson, and Charlie. When the horses 
were brought home to the Olsen farm we got to 





ride our own ponies. Two of we children rode the 
one horse. We were all attending the Leedale 
school by Christmas 1921. 

Dad went to work in the winter months for 
Varty's Lumber Company. 1 will say three 
‘winters but I could be wrong. Then farmed in the 
summer months. 

‘There were summer plenics held at Jack 
Shermans’ farm, a little over half mile from the 
farm we were on. To walk over we had to cross 
Hugh Lindsay's farm. 

In 1922 or 1923 Dad took over the payments on 
the NW 3-42-4.W5 which was a quarter that 
belonged to William Gardener Sr. then Ed Quinn 
took over from dad, from there Pete Fraser 
ought it. 

Dad bought land north east of Leedale E halt 
7.42.3.W3, later to become Midland district. 

We children all went to Leedale school and 
Bertha also went to Midland school when it was 
Dullt, in 1940. Ellen also attended the Leedale 
High school, went on to the University of Alberta 
and received her Bachelor of Education degree. 
She taught school at Meadowvale, Homeglen, 
Rose, Sylvan Heights and Rimbey. Ellen was 
well iiked by young and old. She always looked 
on the lighter side and took things with a smile. 
She passed away in April 1967 after a lengthy ill 
ness, Dad passed away in December 1948, 
‘Motiier and Franels in 1960 and a baby brother 
Charlie in 1927. 

Francis and I lived just a short time in 
Midland district, although I have kept in contact, 
for several years. 

Bob still lives in Midland district. Walter and 
wife, Mary, at Clinton, B.C. Bertha at Midnapore 
and I live west of Red Deer. 

This 1s a short story of Mr. and Mrs. R. E. 
Hayward and family. 


HAYWARD, WALTER AND MARY 

Walter was born at Langley, B.C. and moved 
to Carlos, Alberta with his parents while still a 
baby. 

‘They moved to Bentley where Walter started 
‘school and then to Leedale in 1921 where he went 
to school until completion. He then lived in 
Crossfield a few years before joining the army in 
1942. 

He met Mary Baggot in Edmonton at that 
time, She was also in the army but never went 
overseas. 

‘Mary was born in Linarea, Alberta and took 
her schooling there in a log school with 40 
students and one teacher in one room. 

‘When Walter returned from overseas in 1945 
he and Mary were married and moved on the 
former Harold Thomas farm (SE 5-42-3.W5) in 
February 1946. 

‘They have two daughters who are both 
married. Mary Ellen lives in B.C. and Cheryl in 
Saskatchewan. There are two grandchildren. 
‘They left the farm and moved to Edmonton in 





1953 where Walter was employed at Namao Air 
Base in the freight depot, until his retirement. 

‘They moved to Clinton, B.C. in 1976 and are 
enjoying their retirement. 


HULBERG, OLE AND DORTHEA NW 19-42-3- 
W5 — by Ingmar Hulberg 

Ole Hulberg was born in Ringsaker, Norway 
(near Oslo) and in 1892 moved to’ Benson, 
Minnesota where he worked on farms until 1903, 
when he homesteaded at Tioga, North Dakota. 
He farmed there until 1912 when he took up 
another homestead at Frontier, Saskatchewan. 
In 1911 he made a trip back to Norway and in 1913, 
married Dorthea Hagen from his home town in 
Norway. 

During the homestead years in Saskatchewan 
there were six children born to Ole and Dorthea 
without benefit of hospital or doctor. Neighbor 
women served as mid-wives and luckily 
everyone was healthy and survived. They were 
Oscar, Ingmar, Ardo, Clara, Cillford and Edna. 

In the 1920's crops and prices were good and 
some progress was made and we were able to 
buy a new car which seemed quite an achieve- 
ment for those days . . 

‘Then came the 1950's with the depression. On 
the prairies there was drought, as well, with 
terrible dust storms, 1936 and'1937 were the 
worst years and the reason for many people leav- 
ing Saskatchewan. 

‘In 1936 Oscar moved to the Midland district, 
eight miles west of Rimbey, where he purchased 
a C.P.R. quarter of land, the SW 19-42.3-W: 

On’ July 1, 1938, Ole, Dorthea and family 
arrived in Rimbey and later purchased the north 
west quarter of the same section. 

Now homestead days were to start all over 
again for the third time. It was nice here. There 
was rain, lots of good water and firewood, wild 
blueberries, raspberries and saskatoons ‘were 
plentiful. The woods were full of chickens, so it 
seemed like a paradise compared to the dried out 
prairies. 

Jack Rotherham who lived just to the south 
offered potatoes from his garden and told us to 
help ourselves to his eggs as they were worth 
only five cents a dozen. We took advantage of 
this neighborly gesture and we will always think 
kindly of the late Mr. Rotherham for his help- 
fulness. 

I would like to relate an incident here which 
really amused us at the time. When Clifford was 
approximately 14 years old he liked to go out 
hunting prairie chicken and on one occasion he 
stopped at Rotherham’s empty handed and was 
kidded about being a poor shot. Mr. Rotherham 
said “I'll bet you couldn't even hit that big black 
rooster standing over there”. Cliff promptly took 
advantage of this opportunity to prove his 
markmanship and killed the old black rooster’ 
much to Jack’s surprise. He told Cliff “now that 
you shot him you might as well take him home", 
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so the following evening Mr. Rotherham was in- 
vited for a tasty meal of chicken and dumplings. 

The Brun, Bengston, LaPeare, Iverson, 
Wilson, Krogstad, Thompson, Cooper and Myers 
families from Frontier had already settled in 
this area so it seemed like home among so many 
old friends and all the new neighbors were 
friendly and easy to get acquainted with. 

Osear, Ingmar, Ardo and Clifford all worked 
for several winters at Varty’s sawmill and the 
J.H. Jones sawmill on the Wolf Creek. 

‘In 1948 we operated a sawmill at Nordegg and 
because the timber was in the Nordegg and 
Rocky Mountain House area, we relocated and 
still operate a sawmill in winter and do a bit of 

farming. 

Ole and Dorthea Hulberg lived on the farm 
until their retirement to Rimbey in 1953. 





Ole and Dorthea Hulberg. Standing left to right: Oscar, Ingmar, 
‘Ardo, Clifford, Clara, and Edna, Me. and Mrs. Ole Hulberg 
‘ated, 1952, 


Ole Hulberg passed away in 1962 and Dorthea 
is in the Rimbey Auxiliary Hospital. She was 89 
years old in March 1977. 

‘Oscar married Pauline Broderson, they have 
four sons: Allan, Wesley, Brian and Robble. 

‘Ingmar married Ilene Nugent, they have one 
son and twin daughters: Wendail, Lynda and 
Lynn, 

‘Ardo married Alice Varty, they have three 
daughters: Ann, Lee and Trudy. 

Clara married Jim Demanchuck, they have 
two daughters and one son: Diane, Gloria and 
Donald. 

Cliff married Mary Harrison. They have one 
daughter: Bobbi, 

Edna married Max Vulet, they have two sons 
and one daughter: Wayne, Larry and Evonne. 

‘Today both Ingmar and Oscar_live on farms 
near Rocky Mountain House, Alberta. Ardo has 
rented his farm out and they live in Chauvin, 
Alberta. Clara lives at Fort Saskatchewan, 
Alberta: Cliff is at Widewater on the south shore 











of Slave Lake, he is employed by the Department 
of Lands and Forests. Edna lives in Victoria, 
B.C. where she sells real estate. 

‘We no longer own the old farm, it was sold to 
Erie Masuch but we recall with pleasant 
memories the good years spent in the Midland 
district. 


IVERSON, JOHNNY AND MARION SE 8-42-3- 
W5 — by Johnny Iverson 

‘My father, Carl Iverson, bought the SW 8-42-3- 
W5 and I bought the SE 8-42-3-W5 in 1936, 

We both came from Frontier, Saskatchewan. 
We built a house and cleared some land. 

Dad went back to Saskatchewan and brought 
my mother one brother and four sisters back in 
1938. One sister, Alida Booth, had moved to the 
Leedale district in 1934, Brother, Selmer, lives in 
British Columbia. Sisters, Myrtle Taylor lives in 
Olds, Anna Thomas lives in British Columbia; 
Edna Wetzel lives in Red Deer, Fern Hayward 
lives in the United States. She was the only one 
who went to the Midland school. 

In 1939 I worked with Mr. Clem Baldridge to 
build the Midland school. 

Iwas in the army during World War I. After 
the war I came back to the farm and bought my 
fathers’ quarter and the folks moved to British 
Columbia. 

In 1948 I married the former Marion Jaffray. 
‘We have two children: Ian and Penny. We lived 
in Rimbey until 1960, then we moved to Edmon- 
ton where we still reside. 
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‘Marion and Johnie and lan and Penny Iverson, Taken in 1956, 


Pénny is married and has two children, a boy 
and a girl. Our son, Tan, and I both work for the 
Alberta Government. 

‘My father passed away in 1954, my mother in 
1963. 


JOHNSMAN, CLEM — by Mary Kilpatrick 
Clem Johnsman, my uncle was born in 
Mercer County, Ohio, U.S.A. On July 27, 1878. He 
came to Canada in 1906 and settled in the 
Midland district near Leedale. He homesteaded 
on the SE 6-423W5, Before coming to the 
Midland area he was in the U.S. Cavalry 
stationed in Oregon, U.S.A. This homestead was 


















(Clem Johnsman taken 1906 











hs home for the rest of his life and he remained a 
bachelor all his life 

‘The first winter in this country was very 
lonesome for Uncle Clem, the weather was ex 
tremely cold and being a stranger in a new land 
he was not acquainted too well with what few 
settlers there were. His only reading that first 
winter was Dr. Chases’ Almanac and by spring 
the pages were well worn. 

‘The following year Uncle Clem's brother 
Frank came up from Ohio and filed on the NE of 
the same section. Money was scarce in those ear- 
ly days and thei winters were spent in the 
lumber camps of B.C. and Oregon. Summers 
were also a busy time for them as they had grub- 
bing, brushing and breaking to do. There was 
always a plentiful supply of wild game and they 
would take the bush partridge or the prairie 
chicken, dress them and then put them in a jam 
tin with'salt, pepper and seasoning or onion then 
came the lid and Into the oven they would go. The 
fire was stoked up and the dampers shut off and 
away they would go out to the fields where they 
were brushing or breaking the land. When lunch 
or dinner time came their dinner was always 
ready and the chicken was done to perfection 

"The military training uncle had was always 
evident in his home and around the homestead as 
everything had a place and no woman could keep 
house any better than he did. twas always such 
2 pleasure fo go to town with him, He had a fast 
driving team, fed and with bells ajingling and the 
sleigh runners sliding and squeaking in the snow 
it was a thrill that our young children of today do 
not know. Later on as he acquired more capital 
he boughi himself a Model T and the horses were 
used when the roads were impassable. 


(Clem Johnsmaa’s homestead about 1916 and Model T car he 
ought new. 




















The last years of Uncle Clem’s life was not 
spent in the best of health, He went back to his 
home in Ohio two or three times and also 
travelled to Radium Hot Springs for his health. 
He went to many doctors and finally the last one 
told him he did not have long to live. His last days 
Were spent at is brother's home with hs sister 

ig him. He passed away on October 
8, 1039 at his brother Frank's home. 
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JOHNSMAN, FRANK 

Frank came from Ohio in 1907 and 
homesteaded east of Wittenburg and resided 
there until 1915 when he moved to the Benjamin 
district. The complete history will appear there. 
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Frank Johnsman taken about 








JONES, MR. AND MRS. R. D. (DICK) 

R.D. (Dick) and Eva Jones came with thelr 
sons Leslie (Frank) and Elmo to the Potter 
Creek District about 1921 and lived on the SE 21- 
42-3-W5 for a few years and then moved to the 
Manley Cumberland farm north east of 
Leedaie; from there they moved to the Broder- 
son farm, and finally to the place now belng 
farmed (1977) by Harold Lemieux SW 18-42-3-W5, 
where they farmed until 1934. They held an auc: 
tion sale and returned to Spokane, Washington, 
US.A. 

‘Mr. Jones had been a cowboy in his younger 
days and learned the blacksmith trade, while his 
wife was a cook of some merit for the large 
threshing crews. She was a daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jackson Galland of Spokane, Washington 
and later Nanton, Alberta. 

Old timers will remember R. D.’s four horse 
drawn outfits with which he and his sons used to 
haul lumber from Varty’s sawmill at Wolf Creek 
(now Rose Creek) to Rimbey. Open Creek was 
always a stop-over place for watering the horses 
as the creek stayed open all winter. 

Mrs. Jones still lives in Spokane where Mr. 
Jones died about 1961, and where Leslie had 











































Lesie and Lou Jones. 


married and lived until his death in 1976. Elmo 
married Nina Smith of Nanton, served time in 
the American army during the second World 
War, and now lives with his wife in Bakersfield, 
California. There were no grandchildren. 


KEESAR, MR. AND MRS. MAX — NE 8-42-3 WS 

‘My name is Alfriede Keesar. { live with my 
husband Max and our four children on the farm 
in the Midland district. We came from Merville, 
B.C. in April 1976. We have three boys and one 
girl. My oldest son, Ron, {s 18 years old, Harold is 
13, Roy is 12 and Karin is nine years old. 

My husband is farming and I am working in 
the Grand Hotel in Rimbey. 

‘We like it here very much. The people are 
very nice and helpful, 


HENRY, TILLIE, RAMONA AND GILBERT 
KROGSTAD; ERLAND AND TILLIE HANNA — 
by T. Hanna 

“We came to the Leedale district in 1936 by 
‘Model T coupe from Shaunavon, Saskatchewan 
where we had a lignite coal mine. 

Henry's brother, Gilbert, bought the Lamber- 
tus" place, NW 4-42-3-W5 where we lived for a 
Year. His parents also came up from Frontier, 
Saskatchewan and lived there with us. 

When Henry died in 1939, Ramona and 1 
moved to my parents’ place (Mr. and Mrs. John 





Mr. and Mrs. Krogstad atthe Lambertus Place at Leedale 197 
‘Tey came from Norway to Minnesota, then to Sakafchewan and 
onto Leeda Albert They had sx eile. 


‘The Krogsad family. Back row lft to right: Gilbert, Henry, and 
Johnny. Front: Mrs. Romo (Mrs. Krogtad’s sist), Mrs. and Me 
‘Krogstad, Ramona and Tile (Krogsta) Hanna 











Henry Krogstad and Ramona in 1933, 


Brun). Ramona was six years old. I then bought 
the SW 14-42-4-W5, two miles north of Leedale. 

Tlater married Pte. Erland Hanna and we 
had a girl and two boys: Sharon, Wayne and 
Edward (Buster). 

I sold the land to Cleland Price and moved to 
Erland’s land the 29-49-3-W5, six miles west of 
Rimbey. Later we sold the land and at this time 
live in Rimbey. 

Ramona married Elwood Becker of the 
Fuller district. They have four girls and two 
boys, the older ones are married. Toni married 
Lyle’ Davies of Rimbey and have two girls; 
Debra married Ron Stevens of Rimbey and have 
two boys. Laurel married Dave Donovan of 
Bluffton and have one son. Dorn, Kimberley and 
Philip are still at home. 

Sharon married Aurele Dube of Prince 
George, B.C. They have three boys and one girl. 

Wayne married Daryla Riggs of Prince 
George, B.C. He has one daughter and three step- 
children, 

Edward (Buster) is single. 











LAMBERTUS, MARY 

Mary Lambertus came to the Rimbey district 
in 1930. She worked for a year and then in 1931 
she bought the NE 4-42-3-W5 which later was in 
the Midland district. 

Her son, Linus came with horses and 
machinery in the fall 

‘He made a living farming and trading. He 










also sold fish in the winter for the big price of 
three for a quarter. 

Her daughter Margaret stayed with her and 
taught school at Potter Creek. It was a four and 
one half mile ride night and mornings on 
horseback. She taught there for three years. In 
1933 her wages for the term was $400.00, in 1934 
‘$500.00, and in 1935 $600.00. Another daughter 
Agatha worked in Calgary and visited the farm 
occasionally. Sons Lawrence and Raymond also 
came. Raymond bought land and made his home 
in the district. 

In 1937 Mrs. Lambertus had a farm sale and 
went to Ottawa where she resided until her death 
in 1940, Linus sold the farm for $700.00 and he and 
Lawrence joined their mother in Ottawa. 

Margaret went the following year and still 
resides there with her husband Tom Bones and 
their three children, 

Linus, Lawrence and Raymond have since 
passed away. Agatha is living in Calgary. 


LAMBERTUS, RAYMOND AND SARAH — by 
S. Lambertus 

Raymond Joseph Lambertus was born in 
Olympia, Washington, and came with his 
parents to Throne, Alberta. 

He came to this district in 1935 which was a 
municipal district then but became the Midland 
district in 1939. He worked as a farm labourer. 

He married the former Sarah Elizabeth 
Adams in 1938, who was born to a pioneer couple, 
Frank and Addie Adams of the Rose district. 

‘They rented a farm until 1942 when they 































































‘Taken in 1958, George Lambertus and John McElroy 











“Threshing at Pervons. Fall 1939. Mr. Viger on left rack, Mr. 
‘Bengsion on fight rack, Paul Pierson and Raymond Lambertus 
standin. 





bought the NE 18-42-3-W5 from Jack Rotherham, 
Tt has been the Lambertus home ever since. 

During the years from 1938 to 1941 Raymond 
had a threshing machine, employed Paul Pier- 
son as separator man and did threshing for dis- 
trict farmers. 

He also did custom breaking and plowing, 
some years doing 100 to 150 acres in addition to 
farming his own land. This meant long hours and 
hard work, but he always did a good job. 

‘Raymond enjoyed playing the violin and dur- 
Ing the early years he and Earl Stollings who 
played the mandolin, furnished the muste for 
many an enjoyable evening. Many happy 
memories and events can be recalled from the 
dances and the house parties. 

Raymond and Sarah had two children, Henry 
was born in 1939 and George in 1953. Henry 
attended the Midland district school which was 
two miles away. George travelled by school bus 
to attend the Rimbey school. 

Henry married the former Linda Carlstrom, 
worked in Edmonton and then moved to Zama 
Lake. He passed away in 1970 following a tragic 
fire which destroyed their mobile home 
Although Linda was in serious condition at the 
time, she recovered. They have a daughter April 
Dawa. 

George is'a great outdoors man, Enjoys his 
snowmobile and motorcyle. He was employed by 
the town of Rimbey for three years as town 
police. He is presently working at Rocky Moun- 
tain House with wireline services. 

‘The original farm was expanded to a three 
quarter section with the purchase of Jack 
Cruickshank’ farm in 1962. Raymond continued 
fo farm this land until he passed away in August 
11969 and Sarah continues to make her home there 
although she has rented the land. 


LAYE, FRANK 
Frank came to Canada from England in 1906 


and worked at Brandon, Manitoba for two years, 





"Then he homesteaded the NE 18-42-3-W5 and 
came out to this area on February 29, 1908. They 
left Lacombe with team, democrat and 
belongings and as Frank recalled the winter had 
been very mild, They drove across Gull Lake on 
the ice to save time and miles. A real blizzard 
blew in and they could not see anything. 
However, he arrived at the homestead safe and 
sound and set to work to build a log house. He 
also built two log barns but they were both 
destroyed by fire, Mr. Laye Sold the homestead 
to Guy Graham in 1929 and moved to the Ben 
jamin district where he and his wife still reside. 


LAYE — THEOPHILIUS AND KATHRYN 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Theophilius H. Laye were 
married in Liverpool, England on April 9, 1899. 
‘Mr. Laye was born in England, his wite 
Kathryn in Ireland on August 23, 1876 and his 





Mr. and Mrs. Theophilus A.H. Lay. 








stepdaughter Elizabeth Bolger in Dublin, 
Ireland on February 17, 1896. 

Mr. and Mrs. Laye and Eliza came to Canada 
in March 1921 and settled in the Benjamin dis- 
trict on the land presently owned by Frank and 
Dorothy Laye. Eliza met Christian Bakke while 
they lived there and they were married in March 
1922, 

In 1923 Theo and Kathryn bought the NE 30-42 
3-W3, nine miles west of Rimbey where they 
lived for 30 years. They celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary at their home on April 9, 
1949 with 48 guests calling in to congratulate 
them. 

‘Their five grandchildren used to look forward 
to going over and spending a Sunday with their 
grandparents. 

‘They were well liked and highly respected by 
all who knew them. 

‘Theophilius Laye passed away in 1953. Short- 
ly after his death the farm was sold and his wife 
Kathryn moved to Rimbey. She passed away In 
the Rimbey Threeway Hospital on April 19, 1964 
at the age of 87 years. 


LEMIEUX — HAROLD AND LUCILLE 

In the winter of 1934 my father ventured to the 
Leedale district to visit Mort Wiltse, and stayed 
on to work for Johnie Olsen. He then worked for 
Walt Stevens at Rimbey, and later for Gordon 
Wright. 

Dad married my mother, Lucille Nugent, 
July 2, 1936. Mom was born ‘and raised in the 
Gimiet-Gilby area. They went back to 
Saskatchewan to take up farming at Old Wives. 
‘The drought forced them to move to Swan River, 
‘Manitoba, where dad worked as a carpenter. In 
1937 they moved back to the Gimlet area, renting 
the Whitley and Mottet land. 

In 1941 they purchased SW 18-42-3-W5 from 
Smith Kelloge Liquidating Co. and started to 
carve out a farm. Their live-stock consisted of 
shx horses (two of these were broke to use) and 
three cows. The first crop sown was late and 
frozen. The barley harvested weighed 28 pounds 
per bushel. Raymond Lambertus’ tractor and 
Floyd Brun’s machine, operated by Oscar 
Huiberg, were used to thresh that first crop. The 
following year they planted wheat and oats 
mixed, which was snowed under and never 
harvested. 

My parents had to be resourceful to squeeze 
out a living for thelr family, Mom was a real 
help-mate, helping with milking cows, feeding 
cattle and working the land. A sample of her cin- 
namon buns will testify to her culinary abilities. 
Dad broke horses for Todd Hopper, Henry 
Chabot and Charlie Tocher in return for the use 
of the animals to get his crop in. 

Dad worked for Gordon Wright at the Rimbey 
stockyard every Monday for 20 years. This week- 
ly trip to town gave him the opportunity to haul 
cream, deliver mail and purchase supplies for 
neighbors. This service was particularly 
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valuable as roads were not gravelled and 
transportation was difficult, 

Dad owned a little team of greys that could 
make the trip in record time. I have pleasant 
recollections of many outings using this same 
team. The opportunity of being bundled up in a 
horse-drawn cutter with foot warmer and the 
sound of sleigh bells ringing on a frosty night is 
an experience everyone should have. 

Dad served on the Midland School Board for 
several years prior to its closing. This position 
included chores such as pumping out the base- 
ment when it filled with water, putting up 
firewood for four dollars and seventy-five cents a 
cord (split and piled), helping raise funds for the 
annual Christmas concert and plenic and other 
tasks necessary to keep the school operating. 

‘When Midland closed, dad drove, pushed and 
pulled the first school bus for the area. The road 
conditions made thls an almost impossible 
chore, however, youngsters in the area did get to 
school. 

During school hours dad worked for Virgil 
Stevens in the tire shop and garage. He con- 
tinued to drive the school bus until 1962 and has 
many pleasant memories of his charges. 

‘One wet spring a work horse became stuck in 
the muskeg north of the house. Raymond 
Lambertus brought his tractor in on Visger’s 
place. They used all the rope and cable available 
fo reach the animal. The preparations took so 
long that darkness set in, so dad took Raymond's 
lighted cigar to signal when to start and stop. 
‘This land is now a productive hayfield. 

Another interesting incident several will 
remember was the trip to vote for councillor in 
1950,,The weather was most severe and roads {m- 
passable, Sam Ervin’s four-horse outfit was 
changed at Cliff Parkin’s and again at Lem- 
ieux’s. Passengers included Dan Myers, Mrs. 
Rutledge, Sam and Mabel Ervin, Lavina 
Nichols, Clift Parkins and Harold and Lucille 








Lemieux Family in 1973. Front: Gale, Lucile and Harold. Back 
row left to right: Fay, Wendy, Carol, Cindy and Jee. 








Lemieux. On the return trip the outfit tipped 
over, spilling people into the snow. Mrs 
Rutledge all but smothered before someone 
pulled her out of a head-stand position. The 
Taughing bunch took a well deserved coffee 
break at Lemleux’s before going home. 

‘After experiencing farming In Saskatchewan, 
dad was always appreciative of the ample feed, 
water and fuel in the area. 

‘My parents have put down real roots on thelr 
farm, Their ploneering activities were difficult 
but interesting and good. Their attitude is evi- 
dent in two bits of advice often heard in our 
home; ‘there is no such word as can’t’ and ‘what 
your head doesn’t do your feet will have to make 
up for’. 

‘There are six Lemieux daughters. It must 
have often taxed dad’s patience with only 
females to help, but to our knowledge he never 
offered a trade, Joyce married Bob Stuart and 
lives in the Gimlet area. They have three 
daughters: Penni, Dallas and Carmyn. Fay 
married Dewey Smith and lives in Whitecourt, 
Alberta. They have three children: Lorle, 
Mitchel and Dean. Carol married Keith Quaife, 
and lives in Edmonton. They have two 
daughters: Sheri and Shelley. Wendy married 
Glen Graf, they live in Edmonton and have one 
son, Travis. Cindy married Curt Skjonsberg and 
live in Bentley with one daughter, Jodi. Gale is at 
home. A nephew, Ernie Downton, made his home 
with the Lemteuxs for several years. Ernie and 
his wife, June, live in Red Deer, Alberta. They 
have four children: Robin, Colleen, Bonnie and 
Rocky. 


LESKOSEK, OTTO AND BETTY — by B. 
Leskosek 

Otto Leskosek was born at Maple Leaf, a min- 
ing town In southern Alberta. He was working for 
Calgary Power in 1957 when he and his wife Bet- 
ty bought the half section from Stewart 
MacDonald in the Midland district. We moved 
with our five children Francis, Leslie Ann, Rudy, 
Carol and Frank that same year. 

Otto continued to work with the Power Com. 
pany and also did the farming. 

In the years that followed our family grew un- 
til we had a family of 12 healthy children. The 
older ones attended Rimbey school and went by 
school bus. 

In 1967 the company transferred us to Rocky 
‘Mountain House so we sold the Rimbey farm and 
bought land just east of Rocky Mountain House. 

Francis married Glen Owen of Blue Sky, 
Alberta, They now live west of Rocky Mountain 
House and have three children: Thresa, Dean 
and Dale. 

‘Leslie Ann married Vern Rigler of Grand 
Prairie where they reside. They have one child 
‘Tina. 

Rudy married Lois Smith of Lacombe. They 
have one child Liza and live at Lethbridge. 

Carol married Arnold Orum of Red Deer. 
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‘They have two children Collin and Kimberley 
and live In Rocky Mountain House. 

Mary, Roxy, Otto Jr., Kathleen, Peter and 
Joe are still at home attending school. 

Otto has now been working with Calgary 
Power for 25 years. We are still farming and now 
raise purebred shorthorn cattle on what is known 
as Kluane Shorthorn Farm. 


LESTER — JOE AND ALICE — NE 8-42-3-W5 
‘Joe and Alice Lester came to the Midland dis- 
trict in 1934, Joe was a carpenter and did a lot of 
this type of work around the area and in Rimbey. 
‘They had three children: Eugene, Darryl and 
Sharron. They sold their farm to Ellen Hayward 
in 1957 and moved to Rolling Hills. 

‘They still are living on the farm with thelr two 
sons. 

Eugene married the former Betty Tennant 
from Leedale. They have four boys: LaVern, 
Bradley, Collin and Dennis. 

Sharron is a school teacher. She is married 
and living in Calgary. 








LOOY, FLORIS AND ROSE SW 
Written by Rose Looy 

Floris and Rose Looy moved to thelr home 
here in the Midland district in 1961, coming from 
Coronation in 1957, living in Rimbey and sur- 
rounding area till’ coming here in November 


18-42-3-W5 — 





Seated Rose and Floris Looy; standing left to right: Bonne, 
carolyn, Valeie and Flora, Taken at their 25h Wedding 
‘Anniversary on Noverber 9, 1974 








1961. We bought this farm from Mr. and Mrs. 
Lyle Visger. 

Our oldest daughters, twins Valerie and 
Carolyn, were ten years old. Flora was eight 
years old, Bonnie was seven and our son Daryl 
was one year old. 

‘The oid log house which was our home, still 
stands and we lived in it until we bullt a new 
home in 1967. 

Carolyn married Charles Rallison and they 
farm 12 miles north-west of us. Valerle married 
Ken Clement, a mechanic, they live on an 
acreage on the home quarter. Flora is home with 
us and Bonnie married Wayne Sczerba and lives 
in Calgary. Son Daryl passed away at nine years 
of age In the spring of 1970, 

‘There was no one living on our back quarter 
when we came, but at one time Deacon's and 
Spreckers did. We rent the quarter east of us, 
and Flora has the next one to it. She bought it 
from Gordon Ferguson, We have had a good life 
here with no major catastrophes. 

An old log chicken house burnt down, about 
the year 1964. Lost a few chickens but didn’t lose 
any other buildings. 








McDONALD, STEWART AND MABEL 
‘Stewart McDonald was born in Grand Valley, 

Ontario, He married Mabel Anderson of Benson, 

Minnesota, U.S.A. in the year of 1919, 

‘They lived at Bracken, Sask. and four 
children were born; Doreen, Harvey, Shirley 
and Donna. 

We left Saskatchewan for Alberta in 1934 in 
the “Hungry Thirties”. We were dried out there 
many years. 











‘MeDonald Faily moving to Alberta from Saskatchewan in 1934 


We travelled here by caravan and wagon load 
of household effects pulled by four horses. We 
chased about 27 head of cattle. We were six 
Weeks on the road to get to Art Dupras’ where 
Bill Marles now lives, 

‘The McDonalds settled on NE 8-42-3-W5 at 
Rimbey where Max Keesar now lives, Midland 
district formed later in the year of 1939 but 
before that we walked three miles to Potter 
Creek school. 

Stewart's mother and sister, Ethel, moved up 
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ale t 
Stewart McDonald's Family, Left to right: Shirley, Harvey, 
Mabel, Stewart, Doren and Donna 





from Sask. in the year of 1939. In 1945 Stewart's 
mother, Mrs. Annie McDonald passed away. In 
1953 Stewart passed away and 1964 Harvey 
passed away. 

Doreen Bryanton lives at Rimbey; Shirley 
Proskurniak ‘at Kamloops, B.C. and Donna 
Gunderson at Edmonton. 

Mabel is now living in a nursing home in Ed- 
monton, 


MEUKSCH, MR. AND MRS. FRANK 

Frank and Gina Meuksch (pronounced Mix) 
lived on the NE 16-42-3.W5 in the years prior to 
1918 with their daughter Nellie arid sons Henry 
and Isaac. Mrs. Meuksch was a sister of Sanford 

Allison. Their daughter Nellle married a 
bachelor named Walter Young who lived on the 
south east quarter of the same section. Their 
children were born there and after a time Walter 
Young left and soon after the whole family 
moved to Armstrong, B.C. Nellie later 
remarried but is now deceased as are her 
parents. Henry was married and is now a 
widower and lives in Surrey, B.C. He had one 
son. Isaac is married and lives with his family 
near Rutland, B.C. 

Sanford Ailison’s daughter Myrtle, with her 
husband, Joe Lamb, and four children, lived on 
the farm trom about 1918 to 1922. Mr. Lamb was 
a trader and also had a beautiful purebred rac- 
ing stallion which the oldest boy, Jimmle, (about 
seven or eight) had to exercise every day 
regardless of the weather. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Lamb have since died having lived In various 
parts of Alberta, Saskatchewan and British 
Columbia, One of their daughters, Mrs. Enid 
Hawking, lives in Lacombe and another lives at 
‘Morningside, Mrs. Margaret MacAravey. 

‘They were followed by Mr. and Mrs. Otto Ger- 
man. Rosa German was a sister of Sanford 
Allison, She had one son, Clarence Hart, by a 
former marriage and two grandchildren, Betty 
and Wesley (Buddy). During this time the big 
yellow house burned down and a new one was 

ult. 














Many others lived on this quarter including 
Arthur Nalder and his wife, Hilda, and two 
daughters; Mr. and Mrs. Quast and family, Mr. 
and Mrs, Bert Williams, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert 
Cummings and family until it was sold to Mr. 
Merle Tarrabain, the present owner. 


THE MIDLAND LADIES CLUB — by Doris 
McElroy 

‘The club was organized in 1949 by Mrs. 
Layton, wife of Mr, Duncan Layton who taught 
school at Midland from 1946 to 1949. 

The tirst officers were Mrs. Floyd (Alida) 
Booth, president and Mrs. Raymond (Miriam) 
Saunders, secretary. ‘The first meeting was held 
at the home of Mrs. John (Marian) Iverson. 

‘The club is now in its 28th year. We have quite 
a few working members so the club is not as ac- 
tive as it was in the beginning. 

In the early years the members made many 
quilts which were raffled to make money. Old 
woolens were gathered and sent away to make 
wool blankets. The ladies served at weddings 
and auction sales, had a couple bake sales a year 
and usually a rummage sale. The proceeds were 
used for many community projects. Donations to 
fire victims, the Salvation Army, needy families, 
fruit baskets for the sick, and memorials for our 
loved ones were some of the projects. We still 
carry on in much the same manner and make the 
donations when they are needed. We also buy 
Christmas treats for the club and district 
youngsters, 

In the summer members and their families 
enjoy a club picnic and in the fall a pot luck 
supper. 

T joined the club in March 1954. The members 
at that time were Mable Ervin, Mrs, Hayward, 
Marian Iverson, Grace Mason, Katie Laye, 
riam Saunders, Letha Simmons, Lillian Shaw, 
Zerola Visger, Elida Solberg, and Mrs, 
Kilpatrick. Other early members were Mrs. S. 
McDonald, Alice Lester and Mary Hayward. 











Midland Ladies Club, Left to right: Lyle Visge, Melvin and 
Letha Simmons, Minnie Hayward, Zerola Visger, Doris McEiroy, 
‘Miriam Saunders, Mable Ervin and Mas. Kilpatrick. 1954, 





‘On one occasion about 25 years ago the Ladies 
were to meet at Mrs. Shaw’s home. It had rained 
for days and the roads were very muddy as we 
had no gravel then. A car load of ladies drove 
within a mile and a half of Shaw’s place and 
decided not to try the mudhole south of Sam 
Wilson’s gate. 

With rain stil falling the ladies took off their 
shoes and stockings and proceeded barefoot. 

‘One of the members carried her small son 
and the ladies tied his diapers over their heads to 
help shed the rain. We were quite a sight arriving 
at the Shaw home but the meeting was held as 
planned. 

‘The last couple of years the members have an 
“evening out”. They arrange to have supper and 
then attend a show after that. 

‘There are nine members in the club at the 
present time. Despite their age difference, their 
nationalities or religion we have yet to have any 
misunderstandings. 





MIDLAND SCHOOL NO. 4856—BY D. McElroy 
A great influx of settlers came to this area in 
the 1930's trom the dust bowl of Saskatchewan. 
Parents with school age children were soon 
concerned because of the distance between ex- 
isting schools. 

‘A delegation of interested parents consulted 
with the municipal councillor and then the 
Department of Education, to plan a school in the 
immediate area. They finally succeeded in prov- 
ing the need for a school, which resulted in the 
establishment of the Midland School District No. 
4856 on July 5, 1939. Prior to that, the district was 
a part of the Last West subdivision No. 431 and 
was now included In Subdivision 5 of the Ponoka 
School Division No. 34, 

‘The school district which lies in Township 42 
and partly in Range 3 and 4 W5, comprised of the 
following land namely: Sections 6,7,8 and 17, 18, 
19, 20, west halves of 4, 9, 16, and 21 north halt 
and south east quarter of 5, south west quarter of 
Section 29, south half of 30 in Township 42 R3 east 
halves of Section 1, 12, 13, 24 south east quarter of 
Section 25 in Township 43 R4 W5. Later the south 
‘west of 5 and south east of 29 in R3 was also taken 
into the school district. It was bordered on the 
north by the Fuller district, on the west by 
Leedale and Mount View districts, on the south 
by the Benjamin district, and on the east by 
Potter Creek district. Consequently the rrame 
‘Midland was chosen because, it was in the mid- 
dle, so to speak. 

‘local school board was elected with Joe 
Lester elected secretary-treasurer and Ernest 
Hayward as chairman, Mr. John Scoffield was 
appointed official trustee at the provincial level 
and Percy Fordham the offical trustee for the 
subdivision of which Midland School was a part. 

‘There were two school sites chosen and at the 
first school board meeting, held on August 14, 
1939, Ernest Hayward made a motion that 
arrangements be made to brush and clean up the 








school site as soon as its location was es- 
tablished, Sam Wilson made a motion to make a 
full size basement and Joe Lester made a motion 
that preference be given to unmarried teachers. 

On August 15, 1939 a three acre site situated 
on the south west corner of section 17-42-3.W5 
was approved. The other site suggested was one 
half mile south of this. 

Clem Baldridge was given the contract to 
build the school and received 35¢an hour. He 
boarded at Haywards while he was building it 
‘The lumber was purchased from Varty’s mill. 
John Iverson helped with carpenter work, 
receiving a small wage. Many district residents 
volunteered their help and the school soon took 
shape. 

‘On October 30, 1939 tenders for 12 cords of dry 
wood were called for, and at the November 
meeting Norton William’s tender for $2.40 a cord 
was accepted if approved by the divisional 
trustee. 

‘The December meeting was held in the new 
school house. The need for a barn was discussed 
and Mr. Hayward made a motion that Sam 
Wilson contact Johnny Jones and have him 
deliver the lumber for the barn. 

Sam Wilson made a motion that Bertha 
Hayward and Ruby Sprecker be appointed to do 
the janitor work for the first month at 50¢ a week. 
‘The Grade 7, 8 and 9 students took turns after 
that doing the janitor work. Joe Lester later 
became janitor and received five dollars a 
month. 

‘The school opened for the first time on 
January 3, 1940 with James Demanchuk 
teaching until the term end June 30, 1940. There 








Midland Schoo! - First year students, January 1940 to June 1940, 
Back row left to right: Mr. Demanchc, Bertha Hayward, Shirley 
MacDonald, Ins Moore, Eris Willams, Harvey and. Lawrence 
‘Simmons, Second row lef to right? Daphine Willams, Nora Visge, 
ern Iverson, Lorrie Weitz, Florence Moore. Thisd ow left 10 
Fight: Mariel Willams, Bernice Simmons, Opal Booth, Bert Moore, 





Barbara. Weitz, Robert Sprecer, Arvila Moore, Donn 
‘MeDonald, Dale Viger, Buddy Booth, Fourth row lett to right: 
John Sprecker, Sanford Wison, Joan Visger, Olga Gamick, Eta 
‘Moore, John Garnick, Lanka Oarlek. Front: Bonnie Vister. 





were 26 pupils enrolled. He received a salary of 
$840.00, which was the minimum salary set by 
the Department of Education. He boarded at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Kutyiks for part of the 
term and paid $25.00 a month for board and 
room. 

‘There was no well for the first while so 
Lawrence and Harvey Simmons hauied drinking 
water from Hayward’s in five gallon cream 
cans. They got five cents for each can of water 
delivered. The well was then drilled by Gus 
Starozik. 

‘From date of opening the Midland school was 
administered by the Ponoka School Division. Mr. 
L.S, Walker was school inspector at the time. 

Mr, Perey Fordham, the Divisional trustee 
had almost complete control of the operation of 
schools in his division. The local board members 
were responsible for minor matters and made 
recommendations for any improvements to the 
divisional board. 

‘The annual meeting was held on February 20, 
1940. Two tenders for posts to fence the school 
yard were rendered with Mr. Visger's bid being 
accepted at five cents a post over L.H. Chabot’s 
seven cents, motion by Harold Thomas that the 
posts be set 12 feet apart, with two smooth wires 
and two barbed wire on top, was seconded by 
Sam Sprecker and carried. 

Water became a problem in the basement 
which resulted in many hours of work by 
members who volunteered their time. 

‘The school subjects during the first school 
term were very much textbook oriented, as there 





‘Midland Schoo! - September to June 1940-1942, Front row left 
to rights Gladys Bake, Walter Spricker, Eugene Lester, Ceci 
‘Stollings, Bonnie Visger- Second row left 0 right: Opal Booth, 
‘Barbara Weitz, Muriel Willams, Fern Bakke, Joan Visger, Arvila 
More, Bernice Simmons. Third row lft to right: Buddy Booth, 
John ‘Sprecker, Sammy Thomas, Alex Szoke, Stanford) Wilson. 
Fourth ow left 0 right: Edna Hulberg, Dale Visge, Olive Chabot, 
Robert Sprecker, Bert Moore, Donna MeDonal Fifth row left 19 
Fight" Delores Booth, Nora'Visger, Shirley McDonald, Daphne 
Willans, Lorene Weitz, Back row let to right: Ira Mason, 
Lawrence Simmons, Berdua Hayward, Harvey Simmons, Florence 
“Moore the teacher war Mrs. Exther tlings. 








was very limited supplementary material or 
equipment. 

Sports activities were also of a very limited 
nature. Softball was the main sport in the spring. 
Each school received a bat and a softball and 
this was the yearly allotment of sports equip- 
ment by the divisional board. Practicing for the 
track meet was started early in the spring. This 
resulted in the biggest event of the year when the 
contestants from each local school travelled in 
the back of a big truck to Ponoka to participate in 
the divisional tract meet in the early part of 
June, Midland school always brought many of 
the ribbons home. 





Mrs. Esther Stollings in front of Midland School. She taught 
1940-1981 and 1981-198, 


When the 1940 fall term opened Mrs. Esther 
Stollings accepted the teaching position which 
she held for two years. In 1944 the board felt a 
teacherage was necessary so the teacherage was 
built. 

[am not sure in what order the teachers came 
for the next few years but Ruth Stevens (Frank), 
‘Miss Ingram, Miss Storeshanko, Doreen Mason. 








sub, Mrs, Williams and Mrs, Viola Benson taught 
‘until 1946, 

‘Then Mr. Duncan Layton came In September 
1946 and taught until June 1949. Dale Visger 
taught the 19491950 term, Mrs. C.I. Simon 
1950-1951, Mrs. John Jones 19511952, Miss 
‘Janet Wiley 1952—1953, John Morrison 1953—1954 
and Miss Marie Burnett the 1954—1956 term, the 
last term the school was open. 

On February 18, 1947 the Ponoka School Divi- 
sion No, 34 was in¢luded in subdivision 4. 


Midland Schoo! 1960 - 1951. Mrs. C.J Simon = Teacher. Front 
row left right: Wayne Shaw, Bernard Booth, Bly Parkins, Kea 
Shaw, Henry Lamberts, Daryl Lester, Fay Lemieux, Kathleen 
FFode, Helen McElroy, Ruby Parkin. Back row: Wayne Fode, Ear 

‘Shaw, Jack Simmons, Bill Saunders, Jin Booth, Joyee 
Gloria Booth, and Mr. Simon - teacher 








‘Then on December 22, 1951 all the Municipal 
Districts of Ponoka No, 66 and parts of Improve- 
ment Districts No. 65, No. 68 and No. 76 were in- 
corporated by Ministerial Order so on January 1, 
1952 the County of Ponoka No. 3 was established. 
‘Thus the Midland School District No. 4856 was in- 
cluded within the County boundaries and still is. 

In a small community such as this, most in- 
terested parents were Involved with school 
matters at one time or another. Besides those 
previously mentioned there was Stewart 
McDonald, Slim Moore, Sam Sprecker, J. R. 
Booth, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Thomas, Carl Iver- 
son, Melvin Simmons, Mrs. Lambertus, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lemieux, Fred Shaw (Santa) and the ever 
faithful Mrs. Visger who played the organ at the 
Christmas concert. Also Mrs, Floyd Booth who 
scrubbed and cleaned the school from top to bot- 
tom including the basement for a mere seven 
dollars. Gus Fode was secretary and Harold 
Lemieux chairman of the board when the school 
closed. 

During the 15 years the school was open there 
were many community picnics, Christmas con- 
certs, ball games, and church ‘services held at 
the school. Then, with the introduction of school 
centralization, the Midland school along with 
many other country schools, was closed and the 
children bussed to Rimbey. 











Harold Lemieux was the first school bus 
driver. He was a very capable, efficient driver 
and was very conscientious of the safety and 
comfort of his passengers. The ride on the bus 
was quite a change from the rainy trip in sum. 
‘mer and the freezing ride in winter but due to the 
roads and weather conditions there were some 
very trying experiences especially for the 
driver. Despite the near impassable roads the 
bus usually made it through one way or another, 
Harold drove the bus from 1955 to 1967 a total of 
3 years, 

‘The Midiand school was sold to Frank Nugent 
and then he sold it to the Faraway district where 
it served as a school until it closed. It is now ser- 
ving as a community centre at Faraway. 

Fred Shaw bought the barn for $15.00, jacked 
it up and then sold it to Melvin Simmons for the 
same money. 

The teacherage was moved to Mount View 
school where it was then sold to Mr. Ted Jenson 
‘They lived in it for awhile and it still remains on 
the Jenson farm. 

‘Thanks to all those who contributed the infor- 
mation for this article. 











MIDLAND REMINISCINGS — written by Joan 
(Visger) Ferguson 

In looking back to the eight years I spent at 
Midland school, T'd like to pay tribute to all the 
teachers. However, Lowe a special thanks to one 
who taught two years there — Mrs. Earl 
(Esther) Stollings, 

She was able to get us to strive for neatness 
(even though some of us never arrived) by offer- 
ing prizes for the three divisions. Bonnie Visger 
got first in Division I, a lovely laced green 
album, which she still treasures today. 

Mrs. Stollings always read to us while we ate 
our luneh. It was during this time we learned to 
love the carrot hatred Anne from Green Gables 
to Ingleside. 

Many will remember Cecil Stollings had trou 
ble with the bones in his legs and had to be in 
casts and go on crutches. Someone would hold 
his crutches for him in a ready position while he 
batted, and then away he'd go in long hops. 

It will also bring back memories to many to 
mention Mrs. Stollings letting us all go on the 
Moore quarter and choose an evergreen to plant 
around the perimeter of the school ground (mine 
never survived). I'm sure many of us chose poor: 
ly, but she made us all feel we had done well. 

Tt wouldn't be right to not mention the FINE 
times we spent sleighriding on Hayward’s hill, 
playing steal sticks at, school, which included 
running all over Moore’s and Lester's quarters. 
Our Christmas concerts were always a joy to 
when’ the little one room school house was 
transformed into a grand theatre with 
decorations, a lovely tree the boys alway 
brought in, and everything smelling of spruce. Of 
course we can not forget Fred Shaw as Santa 
Claus. In the springtime, as soon as a tiny bit of 
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dry ground appeared, we spent weeks preparing 
for our annual trackmeets. 

During the war we had Red Cross programs 
Friday afternoons where we all took part. By the 
way, does anyone know what became of our War 
Bonds we bought? 


MOORE, MR. AND MRS. ALFRED (SLIM) SW 
17-42-3-W5 — by Nettie (Mrs. Don Selby) 

In the summer of 1933 my dad and mother and 
seven of my brothers and sisters moved to the 
Midland district. Dad bullt a log house on the 
north west corner of the quarter next to the 
creck. The Midland School was built on the 
southeast corner of our land in 1939. The children 
who went to the school were Charles, Bill, Mae, 
George, Iris, Florence and Bert, 

In the eight years we lived there, Arvilla, Et- 
ta, Alfred, Nettie (me) and Alice were born. We 
moved to Leedale in 1941 and Harvey was born in 
1942. In 1943 we moved to Faraway. By this time 
Charles, Mae, Bill, Iris, George and Florence 
were away from home. The boys joined the army 
and the girls married, 

We farmed in the Faraway district which is 
about 36 miles west of Rimbey, and daddy also 
worked in the sawmill there. 

‘We moved to Edberg in 1954 where mom dled 
of cancer in the Camrose hospital. In 1956 we 
moved to Edmonton where daddy worked as a 
guard for an ofl refinery. In 1961 daddy died of a 
heart attack. 

Charles married while he was in the army, 
they have four children and six grandchildren 
and live in Grimshaw where he works as a guard 
of the jail. Bill and his wife have one child and he 
is a salesman in Vancouver. Mae married and 
they have three children and 11 grandchildren. 
They are living on an acreage at Mara, B.C. 
where they farm and her husband works in the 
mill. Florence and her husband have one child 
and lives in Florida. They are both gemoligist. 
Bert and his wife have seven children and four 
grandchildren. They live near Armstrong, B.C. 
on a farm, Arvilla (Kingston) has two children 
and two grandchildren, She works in the liquor 
store in Radium Hot Springs. Etta (Helsler) has 
five children and one grandchild. They live on a 
farm at Tees, Alberta and her husband works for 
the Department of Highways. Alfred and his wife 
have three children and one grandchild. They 
live in the States. Nettie (Selby) has five children 
and live on an acreage at Charlle Lake, B.C. My 
husband is an Engineer Technician and works 
for the Government. Alice (Lenny) has three 
children and lives in Winfield, B.C. on a small 
fruit farm. Her husband works for the town. 
Harvey and his wife have three children and 
lives on a ranch at Enderby, B.C, When daddy 
died in 1961 he had 34 grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. Had he lived, there are 49 
grandchildren and 31 great-grandchildren now. 











PARKER, MARTIN AND HILDRED , NE 24-42- 
4.W5 — written by Martin A. Parker 

Harry Wm. Parker and his wife Della Jane 
Parker came to Rimbey in October 1919 from 
Harbine, Nebraska. 

Tt was a trip to visit Mrs. Parker's sister and 
to see this grand country as so described by 
Lydia Shamp. It was so wonderful that weeds 
didn’t grow in the gardens and such stories about 
wild fruit! Anyone from Nebraska knows how 
the weeds can grow down there and that explains 
the weed story. 

Bert J, Shamp’s had arrived the year 
previous and was working for E. A. Connelly at 
the time so they were the hosts of Dad and 
Mother Parker. They fell in love with the country 
and decided to buy a farm. Herb Connelly took 
them with team and cutter to look at various 
farms on October 12, 1919. Yes, a team and cutter 
‘as many will recall that the snow came early on 
October 6, and if I recall correctly it was a mean 
long winter. Six feet of snow on the level at 
Rimbey, but the farmers were getting on the 
land by May 21, 1920. Talks about floods, we sure 
had them that spring. 

It was on October 12, 1919 that they purchased 
the Bodicoat homestead, eight miles west of 
town, NE 24-49-4-W5 was the location. There is a 
sad story about this place being for sale. Dyar 
had the adjoining quarter to the west. Bodicoat 
built his house and buildings by a large spring 
that he thought was on his land. Dyar claimed 
the spring and buildings were on his land and 
quite an argument was started. Mr. Bodicoat 
decided to bulld again so moved to the centre of 
his land, Dug a well by hand, some 40 feet deep. 
His young son went to get a pail of water and 
‘dropped the pail to the bottom. He started down 
to get it but as soon as his head was below the 
surface he fell. His sister, being there too, 
screamed and his dad came running from the 
barn where he was working. Without thinking of 
gas he also started down to get his son. The same 
thing then happened to him. A grapple hook had 
to be used to bring them out, Jack Rotherham 
and Manley Cumberland both tried to go down 
but had to be brought up immediately. Father 
and son are buried on the hill in the Leedale 
Cemetery. Hildred Cumberland was the organist 
at their funeral which was in 1915. 

Mother and we four children arrived in 
Rimbey, March 9, 1920. The railway had just 
been completed that winter. It took two days to 
come from Lacombe as the train stopped in 
Bentley over night. 

Irma, the oldest, married Gilbert Lloy 
farmed the old Lloyd’ place for a long period and 
now reside at 272 2nd Ave. Chula Vista, Califor- 
nia, 

‘Bert married and now retired at 5412 Horton 
Mission, Kansas. 

Martin married Hildred Cumberland both 
retired at 10535 87 Ave. Edmonton. 

Celia, recently widowed, married Warren K. 



















































‘The Parker family, left co right 
Sane Parker) and Celia 1923 


ma, Martin, Mother (Della 


Hatz, and lives at 5779 Calvin Way, San Diego, 
California. 

Dad and we two boys were born in Illinois. 
Both girls were born in Nebraska and mother 
was an “Loway” born gal. 

‘When we first arrived we rented three rooms 
in the old Jim Rimbey house. Mother made hats 
and had a millinery in the front room. In the last 
of March Jones and Cork built the green house 
that Is directly across the street south of the 
cemtery. 

‘We moved out to the farm in April 1923 and 
as a young punk batched out there much of the 
time. 

Wild? I'll say it was! At first it took over 12 
miles of trail to get there. The graded road ended 
at the top of the river hill, which was some hill in 
those days. Some trail, Darby was on the hill and 
‘we went around that and angled across to the two 
mille corner. The first house out of town was T. A. 
Iddings and after the two mile corner was Earl 
Jackson's place. We trailed for one half mile in- 
side his land and on west to the top of Joe Hohn 
Sr. hill. At this five mile corner it was south for 
three quarters of a mile and angled across com- | 
ing out at the Joe Lamb's. Then as the trail took 
us in and out and around sloughs we entered 
Prosser’s land, across there into Bowman's, 
along his south line out onto a C.P-R. quarter, 
then angling until we travelled a short ways on 
the Davidson place (later T. Laye's). Around a 
few more pot holes and we entered our place 
near the east. The trail went along on the south of 
our buildings and out at out north west corner. I 
walked it many a time, It was horse and buggy in 
those days and very few cars. 

‘Mother and I farmed the home place together 
for three years. Lived in the old log house until 
‘we built a new one In 1925, We had hardly moved 
into it when we made another move to the 
Broderson place at Leedale. We farmed that 
place along with our own the year of 1926. We 
decided we had enough so we had a farm sale in 
March 1927 and moved back to Kansas and spent 
the year down there, Dad had never moved to 
Canada with us as he was a station agent on the 
Rock Island Railway. Bert didn’t stay to live in 











Rimbey either as he was also a telegrapher and 
agent working for the same railway. Dad used to 
have me doing most of the office work when T 
wasn’t working at something else so I became a 
ham operator. 

Canada was in my blood so I came back in 
April 1928. Mother and Celia stayed down with 
Dad and came up that fall. Dad was also pen 
sioned off that fall and came up in August. He 
didn’t enjoy his pension very long as he passed 
away December 2. 

Tstill had farming in my mind so bought some 
horses and broken down machinery and moved 
back to the farm, as we hadn't sold it when we 
had the sale. Hildred Cumberland and I were 
married November 7, 1930 and maybe that Is 
what started the “Hungry Thirties”. Celia 
married Warren K. Hatz of Chula Vista, Califor- 
nia in April 1931 and mother went down there to 
live with them, She passed away on August 22, 
1982. 








‘Martin and Hilred Parker at Jim Cumberlands, Leedale 1920 


I said I farmed the old place, farmed, if you 
could call it that, It sure was hard times and 
Hildred and I worked our heads off, and did our 
best. We ate but many times wondered where the 
next sack of sugar or flour was coming from. The 
garden was a godsend those days. Raised hogs to 
sell, at three dollars each, milked cows anda five 
galion can of cream delivered ta town would 
bring two dollars and fifty cents to three dollars, 
Ate chicken until we were sick of it. Sold spring 
fryers for 25 cents, eggs for six cents a dozen. 
Hauled wood and fence posts to town. Just think 
tamarack posts at two and one half cents each. 
No use telling you old timers these things as you 
have all been through it. Took out logs to get a 
few dollars by selling bridge plank and lumber. 
Had a shingle mill so sawed shingles, yes, my 
fingers too. Played for dances for three and four 
dollars a night. Often having to drive a team and 
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cutter when old man weather would have it down 
to 49 or 50 degrees below zero (Farenheit). Go to 
celebrations and hope to win some of the prize 
money. Call all that farming? Hard times? I 
thought so. 

After 10 years of married life and hard times 
we had two children. We decided Hildred could 
help out by teaching again. Schools were hard to 
get but she managed to get one at Moose Portage 
and that was 12 miles out of Smith, Alberta, 
across the river and down it to the west and north 
side. 

‘The helping out failed as the ratepayers were 
all broke and had no money to pay a teacher. The 
Scheme was for the teacher to board at each 
place until the amount of board had paid up their 
back taxes. I stopped that in a hurry by taking 
the two kids up there and letting her hire a girl 
instead of me hiring one. After I did that Ihad to 
send up money for them to live on. She did get 
paid after a long wait. 

Hildred and I had three children, James 
McPherson Parker was born January 8, 1934. He 
is the University Architect at the University of 
Alberta here in Edmonton and also a Professor 
there. He married June Hielman of Everest. 
‘They have two boys and two girls and live at St. 
Albert. 

Shirley June Parker was born June 8, 1935 
and married Serge Andreff, a section foreman on 
the C.N. out of Red Deer. She teaches music and 
piano lessons in Sylvan Lake where they reside, 
‘They have one boy and three girls. 

Max Robert Parker, born November 10, 1937 
didn’t stay with us very long as he died of septic 
pneumonia March 23, 1940. Dad is buried in the 
Rimbey cemetery (as he died on the farm after 
retiring) and by his side is our little Max. So they 
each have company. Grandpa and grandson. 
Mother is buried near the Little Church of Roses 
at Chula Vista, California 

There was no school near the farm, Fuller 
was our district but built too far away. Leedale 
was our next closest but still four miles away. It 
was decided we would build another and we did. 
It was called Mountain View. It caused some 
high taxes and after we had paid them the 
neighbors to the west that wouldn't join the dis- 
trict at first, changed their minds and had the 
district enlarged. Also managed to have the 
school moved a mile west and one half mile 
north. As I have heard it is called Mount View 
now, they must have changed the name at that 
time also. 

When coming to Rimbey, Sam Rimbey and 
other old timers told me that 'the Blindman river 
‘was named that because it wandered around like 
a blind man. Anyone that has skated on it as we 
did in the old days could sure see, that was a fact. 

T joined the army in 1941, went overseas to ac: 
tive duty and was discharged in October 1945. 

When we came to the farm in 1920 our 
neighbors were Howard and Maude Bowman on 
NE 20, Paul Carlson who was married to 






























Draper's daughter on SE 30, the Davidson family 
on SW 30, They had a boy and a girl. He owned 
four buckskin horses of the old wild type with a 
black line down their backs. When he sold the 
place to Theo Laye in 1922 or 23 the horses went 
with the land, 

‘To the north of us were the Draper family. A 
small lake known as Draper Lake was the south 
boundary of Harry Draper’s homestead and it 
pretty well covered the east side of his land. A. 
son Harry Jr. died there, and because it was 
possible to get a permit to bury on your land, he 
‘was buried directly across from the homestead 
in the curve of the lake. Gil and Lloyd Draper left 
in 1925, The Rogers family lived near Drapers 
and Geo Webb who married Margaret Rogers 
lived with them. Ed Hobeck, Herman Bowell, 
Charlle Jacobson and Patton lived on north, 
Others to the south west were Fred Perkins, 
John Beck, Clay Aldridge and Jim Jackson. 
Directly south was Bill Murby and Jack 
Rotherham. 

T've written too much, so will sign by dating 
this November 15, 1977. 





PARKINS, CLIFFORD AND ANNIE — by A. 
Parkins 

Cliff was born at Heward, Saskatchewan and 
his wife the former Annie Corbett in Moose Jaw. 

We were married in 1938 and came to the 
Leedale district that fall from Climax, 
Saskatchewan. We bought a C.P.R. quarter west 
of Leedale, where we lived for 10 years. 

‘Those years were hard years asit took a lot of 
work and money to establish a home, get the 
necessary equipment to farm with and still make 
a living, as money was short. 

In the winter Cliff cut tamarack posts, hauled 
them home with team and sleigh and then cut 
them in post lengths by hand with a Swede saw. 
He then hauled them into Leedale where an old 
friend, Dan Myers, from the prairies, owned the 
store. He was paying three cents a post so a load 
of 100 posts was worth three dollars. This cer- 
tainly helped to buy the groceries. 


Taken in 1983, Front row: Ruby and Eddy Parkins, Larry Adams, 
Barbera McElroy, Bill Parkins. Back row: Allen ‘Thomson, Bud 
Robinson, Helen McElroy, Judy Mason, and Helen Mason. 





We were blessed with two children, Bill and 
Ruby while we lived there. 

Tn 1948 we bought the SE 1342-3-W5 from 
Scott Willets which was in the Midland distr 
Bill had started school at Leedale and then he 
and Ruby attended the Midiand school. 

‘Our youngest son Eddy was born here to com- 
plete our family. 

In 1954 we sold the quarter west of Leedale to 
Lester Robinson and bought the SW 30-42-3.W5 
from Theo Laye. This quarter was on the main 
road west of Rimbey. It was closer to town and 
also on the school bus route into Rimbey. 
However our stay there was short as we decided 
to move into town in October 1956. We later sold 
one quarter of land to Art and Phyllis Green and 
the other to Owen and Doris McElroy, 

Cliff worked for different ones for awhile and 
then took the job of milk delivery for the town in 
1963, We also kept quite a few pigs so it kept us 
busy. 

Bill worked part time at the Rimbey 
Creamery and upon completion of High School 
he accepted steady employment there with the. 
Central Alberta Dairy Pool. He is now sales 
supervisor of Alpha Milk. 

Bill and his wife, the former Vivian Torwalt of, 
Lannigan, Saskatchewan live in Red Deer. They 
have two girls Michelle and Kimberley. 

When Ruby completed school she took a 
course and became a Certified Nursing Aid. She 
worked for six years at the Rimbey General 
Hospital before she met and married Cyril 
Newsham. They live on a farm at Innisfail and 
have two children Rodney and Connie. 

Eddy also worked at the Rimbey Creamery 
but took over the milk delivery from his parents 
and has been the Alpha Distibutor for the past 10 
years, He married Audrey Berg of High Prairie 
‘and they have a little girl Tasha. 

‘They have built a nice new home in Rimbey 
where they reside. 











PURDY, JACK AND THELMA 
In August 1972 Jack and Thelma Purdy 
purchased a quarter of land from Jim and 
Martha Crowell and moved out from Calgary 
with their three sons, Dana, David and Dean. 

My husband, Jack, was born at Lestock, 
Saskatchewan and finished his schooling at the 
Lutheran College in Regina. 

I, Thelma (French) was born at Grandview, 
Manitoba and my family moved to Alberta in 
1948, 

‘Jack and I first met in Calgary in 1952. Jack 
was employed with the C.P.R. for 17 years and 
was working at the Aquitaine Gas Plant at Ram 
River before coming to this area to farm, 


JOHN GOULD ROTHERHAM — NW 18-42-3-W5 

‘John was born in Coventry, England on May 
12, 1879, He came to Canada in 1902 and worked 
around Winnipeg for a few years and settled in 
the Leedale district in 1907. 








Wi. Lee, Jack Rotherham, Edith Lee and Cecil Stoltings. Taken 
in May 1538. 


He had the first radio in the district and 
neighbors would come for miles around in the 
winter to listen to the Old Timers from Calgary 
on Thursday evenings. Gang Busters was 
another favorite program, The women would 
bring lunch and all would spend an enjoyable 
evening, He sold the farm to Ray Lambertus in 
1941 and moved to Rimbey. He was almost blind 
when he passed away in the Rimbey Auxillary 
Hospital on July 17, 1968, He was 89. 


SAUNDERS, RAYMOND AND MIRIAM—NW 5- 
WS 

Raymond Saunders, along with his wife 
Miriam and his nine-year-old son, Bill, moved to 
the Midland district in 1946, following 
Raymond’s discharge from the airforce as a 
World War II veteran. They had farmed at Cac- 
tus Lake, Saskatchewan, until Raymond and a 
daughter, Polly, joined’ the airforce. At that 
time, Miriam and Bill moved to Lacombe for the 
duration of the war. 

‘They bought the former Percy Thomas place 
situated at NW 5-42-3-W5. At the time, they had to 
drive through the quarter to the east of them 
where the Walter Hayward family lived. They 
later built a bridge over the creek in their land, 
so access was gained from the road to the west of 
their quarter. 

In 1948, Raymond and Miriam adopted a 
young boy, Simon. The following spring they 
‘adopted 10'months old Joanne. 





oat 





Raymond Seunders. 


‘Taken in October 1957. Left to right: Simon, Joanne, Miriam, and 
Bil Saunders 


Besides farming, Raymond taught school, 
first at Leedale and later at Benjamin. He was 
well known for his sense of humor and his 
creative story-telling. In August, 1954, he died 
suddenly of a heart attack and was buried in 
Rimbey. He would have taught at the Midland 
school that term had he lived. 

‘Miriam was the first secretary of the Midland 
Ladies Club. She enjoyed gardening and sewing. 
As well, Miriam had a beautiful contralto voice. 

Following Raymond’s death, Miriam and the 
children moved to Lacombe and then back again 
to the Midland district. Bill joined the Canadian 
Armed Forces and lives in Calgary with his 
family. 

Miriam and the other two children went first 
to Georgia, U.S.A. in April 1958, and then to 
Florida, U-S.A., where Simon and Joanne both 
live with their families. Miriam died in 1974, 


SIMMONS, MELVIN AND LEITHA — given by 
‘Nora Simmons 

‘Melvin Simmons was born in Michigan in 1899 
and with his parents later moved to Scottsguard, 
Saskatchewan. In 1924 he married Leitha Downs 
of Havre, Montana, who was born in 1905 in the 
state of Michigan also. 
































































May 22, 1934 dawned bright and early for 
‘Melvin and Leitha; thelr two boys Lawrence, 
age nine, and Harvey, age seven, and small 
daughter Bernice, age two years. They were 
leaving the Saskatchewan dust bowl behind, 
heading west by covered wagon to Alberta. 
‘Melvin had made his own covered wagon eight 
by 14 fect on a ‘Bennett Wagon’ made from the 
rear ends of two Model T Fords. 

‘They had one wagon with two cows in it. 
Another wagon had machinery and the covered 
wagon was tied behind this one. A four horse 
team pulled this outfit. They also had one saddle 
pony. Their main supplies included two 100 
pound bags of flour and some groceries and $40 
in cash. 

‘They stopped at Dixon, Alberta about three 
weeks and rested. Melvin helped clear land 
there. 

July 15, 1934 Melvin and his family arrived at 
Leedaie where they camped on the Mighe place, 
perhaps better known to some as the Art Dupras 
place. Difficult times, moves and sickness 
followed, Later they returned to the Dupras 
place and bought it. 

In 1938 a new baby boy, Jack Albert, arrived 
to bless thelr home. 

‘Their children now four, received their educa 
tion at Mount View, the two Leedale schools, and 
‘Midland school. 

‘Melvin and the boys helped build a number of 
roads in the community using horses and 
fresnos. He was kept busy farming and caring 
for his family but he always had time to help 
anyone who needed help. 

‘Community wood sawing days to ensure a 
good supply of fuel for the winter were 
memorable times. Fall harvest and threshing 
with threshing machines, hayracks, teams, and 
bundles was a time everyone looked forward to. 
Harvey did some brush cutting with Ernie 
Drader, using a caterpillar tractor. He also had a 
sawmill on his dad’s place. 

Recreation was healthful but simple and 
loads of fun. The whole neighborhood would 
gather together for ball games in the summer. 
Winter found most of the children sleigh riding or 
skating on some slough or home rink. 





Melvin and Leth Simmons leaving for town in 1961. 





‘The Simmons Family. Left 10 right: Bernice, Lawrence, Letha 
(otis) Harvey, Melvin (tr) aad Jack standing if front. Taken July 
ros 


Wages weren't that great. Students who did 
janitor work at the Midland school received $2.00 
a month and in winter time $2.50 a month, 
because the wood fires had to be kept going night 
and day to keep the school warm enough. 

War broke out. In 1943 thelr eldest son 
Lawrence took his place among the boys who 
fought to defend loved ones and country. When 
he returned he took up farming on the Chris 
Bakke homestead. In 1949 he married Ivy Hewes 
of Athabasca. They have seven children, Gail 
(Mrs. Clarence Hail), Dwayne, Ricky, Darlene, 
Terry, Margaret and Tammy. They still reside 
on the farm and are contributing thelr part to the 
community. 

‘July 1950 Harvey married Nora Visger, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Visger of Leedale. It 
rained every day for 17 days before the wedding 
but July 18 was sunny and bright. They made 
their home at Vulcan, Alberta. They have four 
girls; Judy (Mrs. John Wren) of Belt, Montana; 
Diane (Mrs. Robert Crawford) of Calgary; 
Karen living in Calgary and Wanda at home with 
her folks. Harvey Is a contractor and owns the 
Vulcan $ and S Conerete plant at Vulcan. 

Bernice married William Perrault of St. 
Albert, Alberta. They have five children; 
Marilyn, Jean (Mrs. Howard Thompson) of 
Devon; Brian, Bradley, and Debbie all of 
Rimbey. Bill served for some years as a town 
foreman for Rimbey where they still live. Jack 
married Darlene Schauermann of Champion, 
Alberta, Jack liked trucking and owned his own 
truck. They lived at Vulcan for some time and 
later moved to Rimbey. They had one girl, 
Sharon. Jack passed away in 1967. 

Tn 1971 Melvin and Leitha retired from farm- 
ing and moved into town (Rimbey) where they 
now reside. They feel life has been good to them 
and greatly enjoy and appreciate visits trom old 
time neighbors. 


SHAW, FRED AND LILLIAN SE 17-42-3-W5 — by 
Fred Shaw 
Twas born in Blackburn, England on May 11, 





1908. My mother died when I was five years old. 
In May 1914 my father, two brothers and I came 
to Canada on the Empress of Ireland. The war 
had just started and on the next trip abroad she 
was rarhmed by a Swedish boat and she sank. We 
came to Galahad, Alberta for awhile and then 
dad went back to England in the first World War 
for two and a half years. During this time my 
brothers and I stayed with an uncle. 

When dad returned we moved to Big Valley, 
Alberta where we farmed from May 1919 to Apri 
1935, 

‘We were dried out year after year so I decided 
to move. I had been out to Rimbey in 1934 and 
made a payment on the SE 17-42-3.W5. We 
travelled to Rimbey by train and I had three 
head of cattle. We arrived in the Midland district 
sn May 195. 

‘as a raw quarter of land, no fence, no 
buildings and all bush except 18 acres, Thad oaly 
50¢ left’ when I arrived at the farm. My first 
house was built out of C.P.R. doors. It was seven 
by 11 feet. 

Lillian Shaw (nee Bryanton) came from Olds, 
Alberta with her mom and dad Mr. and Mrs. 
Herb Bryanton and sisters and brothers. They 
arrived on April 1, 1927 in Rimbey. They came by 
tr 








‘They rode on a stone boat with sacks of grain 
and pulled by a team of horses from Rimbey out 
to the farm. There were stumps all over the road 
and lots of water. We settled in the Potter Creek 
district which was east of the Midland district 
which came later. Lillian had all her schooling at 
Potter Creek. On December 16, 1937 Lillian 
married Fred Shaw. They bullt a new house after 
they were married. It was 12 feet by 20 feet 
originally and then’ we built on to it after the 
children arrived 

We had 10 children, Seven boys and three 
girls. Eight are still alive. Two boys passed 
away. 

We used to milk cows and sell cream and 
eggs. Fred sold wood to help make ends meet. 
Sometimes he would sell three loads of wood a 
week and hauled it Into Rimbey. That was eight 
miles one way, 16 miles round trip. 

Jim the oldest boy took all his schooling at 
Midland. He now lives around Rimbey, 





Fred Shaw and son Jim, 1943 
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Kenneth the second boy went to Midland to 
Grade 9, then took his high school in Rimbey. He 
and his wife and two children live in Singapore. 
Wayne started school at Midland and then the 
‘bus came. Wayne passed away in 1969, Allan and 
his wife live in Spruce Grove. Terry lives on the 
farm at Rimbey. 

Linda Marchildon (Shaw) has two children 
and lives at Rocky Mountain House. Freda and 
Franklin were twins. Freda Steele (Shaw) has 
two children and lives at Wetaskiwin, Franklin 
works at the gas plant at Rimbey. Baby Dean 
passed away in 1961 and Karen our youngest will 
graduate in September this year (1977). 

We enjoyed our lives at Midland. Everyone 
was friendly and we visited a lot. We had a 
Midland Ladies Club. We met once a month at 
different houses. Midland was very active in 
sports. The country schools always had track 
meets. We had a ball team, Jim Booth, Jack Sim- 
mons, Wayne Fode, Alec Szoke, Jim’Shaw, Bill 
Saunders, Stanford’ Wilson and Earl Booth was 
on the team. I can not remember the rest. Stan- 
ford Wilson could really hit the ball. He was a big 
fellow and usually when Stanford came up to bat 
bases were loaded. He would knock a home run 
and would bring them all home. 

‘We also had a good hockey team. We made a 
rink at our place with high board fence and 
lights. Jack Cruickshank, Eugene and Darryl 
Lester and the Shaws made up a hockey team. 

We had a new 1948 Ford Ton Truck. We used 
to take all the team to the games, Sometimes we 
would have spectators ride along. 

Mr. Layton (the School teacher) would bring 
along a heavy rope. Different times we got stuck 
and the kids would pull us out with the rope. 

Clare Thomas, George McTighe and Fred 
Shaw, were a high scoring hockey line for 
Rimbey in the 1940's. 

We lived in the Midland district until 1957, 
then we moved two miles south of Rimbey where 
we lived for three years, Then in 1960 we bought 
a farm six miles north west of Rimbey and we 
lived there until 1973. We are now retired in 
Rimbey. We will be married 40 years on 
December 16, 1977. 





SCHROEDER, FREDERICK AND LUCY — 
by Fred Schroeder Jr. 

Frederick Albert Leopold Schroeder Sr. was 
born October 18, 1895. His wife the former Lucy 
Bicke was born January 18, 1901. They were both 
born in the city of Quedlinburg, Province of Sax- 
ony, in Germany. They were married in 1919. 

‘Their son Frederick Albert Leo was born May 
18, 1921 also in Quedlinburg. 

My parents chose to immigrate to Canada in 
the year 1929, coming directly to the southern 
(prairie) region of Alberta. They settled in the 
Vulcan district in 1932, working for a, wheat 
farmer by the name of Jim Robson northivest of 
Vulcan, 

Thad stayed behind with my grandparents, so 











in May 1933, four years later they sent for me. I 
celebrated my 12th birthday on the C.P.R. Liner 
(ship) Monterose the day it entered the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence. 

My parents then undertook to farm on thelr 
own in the Snake Creek district in 1935-1936. I 
attended Snake Creek school for four years. 

We were forced to abandon farming at Snake 
Creek and farmed another year at Vulcan in 
11937, renting a half section from William Becker. 

We moved to the Rimbey district in the spring 
of 1939, purchasing what was then known as the 
Nels Cumberland homestead. 

In the year 1941 we purchased the home 
quarter known as the Parker place (NW 24-42-3- 
W5) from one Martin Parker, where Art 
Carpenter's are now, adding the quarter south of 
this, next to and in between us and the Jackson 
place, purchased from D. Defillippi in the year 
1943, We sold the Nels Cumberland homestead to 
one William Goodrich in the year 1941, Bill 
perished on this place two years later, having 
been found dead by a neighbor, in his barn 
between his stabled team of horses. 

T bought the SW 36-42-4-W5 known as the 
Draper homestead, trom the Municipality at a 
‘Tax Sale in the year 1942. 








[At the Parker Place taken in 1942, Free Schrotder Jt and his 
parents; Lucy and Frederik Schroeder. 


Iwas promptly informed by a close neighbor, 
Gib Tricker, that the former owner (Draper) 
‘was still residing there in everlasting peace and 
did not wish to be disturbed. I sold this place to a 
gentleman speculator from Forest Lawn, 
Calgary in the year 1963. 




















Hiaying Time - Fed Sr. and Freddie Schroeder on the hay. Arthur 
‘Chapman on fence 


We sold the Parker place in 1959 to Art 
Carpenter and moved to the Iola district. 

I married the former Myrtle Mary Morris in 
November 1949, and we had a family of four 
children all born at Rimbey. 

Albert Leonard Schroeder was born 
December 14, 1951. He married Lynn Limisky of t 
Claresholm in June 1973. 

Josephine Marie Schroeder was born 
December 17, 1952. She married Peter Calvert of 
Rocky Mountain House In July 1971. They have 
two daughters. Tannis born January 1, 1974 and 
Jackie born January 24, 1975. 

Brenda Marlene Schroeder was born August 
30, 1954. She married James Weber of Rocky 
Mountain House in June 1975. They live in Ed- 
monton and have a daughter Januari born 
August 30, 1976. 

Harold Edward Schroeder was born August 
31, 1956. He married Barbara Toth of High River 
and live in Rocky Mountain House. They have a i 
son Jeremiah born on March 15, 1974 and a 
daughter Karla on March 18, 1976. | 

I'married a second time and my wife and I 
both work at the Michener Centre formerly 
known as the Deerhome Institute. 

My father Frederick Albert Leopold 
‘Schroeder passed away March 2, 1962 at Bluffton 
with internment in the Rimbey Cemetery. 

‘My mother Lucy Schroeder lives in Rimbey 
and is keeping very well. 





SPRECKER, SAM AND MARIE, NE 18-42-3-W5 
— by Marie Sprecker 

Sam Sprecker was born in Garson, Russia, 
August 19, 1900. He lived there until the age of 
five years when he with his family moved to 
‘Tripp, North Dakota, U.S.A. | 

‘When he was 14 years old the family moved J 
again to live in Hatton, Saskatchewan. He was 
united In marrlage to Marie Laux, February 10, 
1924. She came with her family to Lehr, North 
Dakota In 1909 from Roumania. Marie Laux was 
‘born April 15, 1903. 

In 1918 the family moved to Hatton, 
Saskatchewan, That is where all my mother's 
family was living in 1924. 

On September 21, Sam and I moved to 
Alliance, Alberta with two wagons, one covered 


ain 


to live in, the other with a hay rack on, with all 
our belongings. Three of our milk cows we gave 
to my parents. The rest of our stock we sold for 
what we could get and that was-very little. A 
ready for market pig, we got five doliars, for a 
cow we got $25. You were lucky to get that as 
there were no crops, as 1924 was the first year 
that the drought hit Saskatchewan, 

Sams brother, Jack, was living in Alliance so 
that Is why we moved there. The crops were fair- 
ly good so there was work to be had. We got to 
Alliance October 4, 1924, and fixed up a 12 by 15 
foot granary to live in. We lived in it until 1925 
when we finally got a farm to rent. Sam’s 14 year 
old brother had come with us to Alliance as he 
drove the four horse team on the hayrack when 
we moved there. The three of us got work on a 
threshing outfit. The men with wagon and team 
got seven dollars a day and I cooked for 21 men 
and got five dollars a day, worked 30 days and 
the snow came. We went back to our shack and 
got it ready for winter. Our baby daughter, 
Ruby, was born December 1, in that home. Sam 
went to work whenever he could get work. Times 
were good for us in 1926. It was our first year of 
farming. I boarded a teacher from 196 to 1929. 
Our son, Robert, was born November 16, 1928 
and a son, John, ‘came along August 10, 1931. In 
1982 we bought a farm seven miles south east of 
Alliance. 

1933 is what was called the great depression 
or the “Dirty Thirties” or “Hungry Thirties”. 








Sam and Marie Sprecker and ther five children: Ruby, Rober, 
John, Walter and Richard. Taken in front of the tuck when they 
‘moved out to Midiand Distt in 1939 
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We never went hungry as we always had meat, 
milk, cream, butter and eggs. Our garden was 
down over a hill in a low spot so we always had 
potatoes and other garden produce. We always 
got enough feed for our stock. A lot of work. The 
things we sold we did not get much for them, but 
there was always enough money for tea, coffee, 
sugar and other little things we needed, I again 
boarded a teacher for sometime, 

In 1934 our son, Walter, was born January 26, 
and son, Dick (Richard), was born December 1, 
1935. 

The drought and dust storms were not getting 
any better and we got tired of the dust blowing in 
our faces every day. We rented our farm to 
Sam's brother, made a sale, packed our truck 
this time and we started out for somewhere there 
‘was no dust blowing. Our plans we made were to 
g0 to British Columbia, however we never got 
there, We started out April 15, 1939. 

Sam wanted to see his brother, Fred at 
Rimbey. We got there the same day Sam's 
brother-in-law and family had got back from 
B.C. He said things were bad. He said there was 
no Way you could make a living for a family so 
we stayed at Rimbey. It was hard finding a farm 
that time of year. Finally, we bought a farm in 
the Midland ‘district and moved there May 27, 
1939, 








‘Sam and son Robert. Our house at Midland in 1939. N.E. 1/4 
Wea, 


‘There was no school as yet in the Midland dis- 
trict, but one was built that year. Our children 
missed school from April-1939 to January 1940, 
Everyone in the neighborhood helped bulld the 
schoo! 

When we moved to our farm, there was only 
an old 12 by 24 foot log house with no doors or 
windows in it, 

We just nicely got moved and it rained for two 
weeks. We could not get out with our truck to get 
lumber for a door, or windows for the house. We 
had a canvas cover for our truck. We cut that up 
and nailed it on the windows and door until we 
could get to town. 

We got a bunk house from Fred Sprecker so 
we had a place to sleep in. We mixed mud to fill 











between the logs, got lumber to build a bedroom 
and kitchen in the log house, also done a lot of 
other building and broke more land. 

It was a busy summer and fall for us. In the 
winter Sam went to work In a saw mill, We 
moved into a good neighborhood. They were 
always ready to give a helping hand when we 
needed help. 

Our closest neighbors were Lesters and 
Visgers. Later the Johnny Booths lived right 
across the road from us. One of our first 
neighbors we met was Alice Lester. She and her 
two boys; we met them at the corner where we 
turned to go to our place. She was coming back 
from Visgers. 

After we got settled on our farm we got 100 
young chickens, four milk cows and some pigs 
and four horses. Besides the farm Sam worked 
wherever he could get work. 





‘Sam Sprecker and en month old twins Phys and Fay. 


In 1941 we were blessed with twin girls, 
Phyllis and Fay. We were getting along real 
good, were making a good living for our family, 
then’ in 1945 Sam took very sick and was 
hospitalized till 1948, That was a sad time for us. 
I thanked God often for the good neighbors we 
had. There were many times I do not know what 
T would have done without my neighbors. They 
were always there to lend a helping hand. Also 
my dear sister, Emelia Fode and family had 
moved there in 1945. Also my brother Rienhold, 
and his family had moved to the Rimbey district 
that year which was a blessing as they always 
were there when I needed someone to turn to. In 
1950 we sold our farm and moved back to the 
farm at Alliance due too Sam's health as we lived 
too close to the swamp and it was too damp. 
Some of the boys were old enough to farm by that 
time. 

In 1951 we had another son, Lorne, was born 
January 29. Sam Sprecker passed away after a 
lengthy iliness on August 26, 1959 and I, Marie 



























‘Sam Speckle and ton Lora. 


Sprecker, now reside in Strome, Alberta. The 
Hutterites farm the land now 

Our eight children: 

Ruby Sprecker is now Mrs. Milton Cole. They 
live in Rimbey. They have four daughters, 
Karen, Janet, Wendy and Laurie. 

Robert (Bob) Sprecker married Anna 
Coutierier of Alliance, Alberta. They have four 
daughters, Darlene, Shirley, Connie and 
Lynette, Robert farms 12 miles from Alliance. 

John Sprecker married Lorrie Backmeler of 
Estevan, Sask. They have three children, Dawn, 
Darryl and Brent. They live at Brooks, Alberta 
where they are going into the Dalry Queen 
business in a shopping mall. 

Phyllis Sprecker married James Yarham of 
Alliance, Alberta. They have three children, 
Geln, Ricky and Shanna. They farm 12 miles 
north west of Strome, Alberta. 

Fay Sprecker married Ed Dembicki. They 
have two daughters, Debbie and Beverly. Ed 
‘works for the C.N.R. They live at Kamloops, B.C. 

Lorne Sprecker, the youngest, lives in 
Prince George, B.C. He has one small daughter, 
Patricia. He works with a painting company. 





STEVENS, WALTER J. NE 18-42-3-W5 

Walter was born near Harmony, Minnesota in 
1882. He visited the Rimbey area in 1902, where 
his brothers Bill and Louls were farming. 

In 1914, he returned to Rimbey with his bride, 
the former Nettie Laurene Sauer, also of Har” 
mony, Minnesota, and lived one mile south of 
town from 1914 to 1977. 

He also owned and farmed two farms in the 
Leedale area, The NW 24 and NE 23-41-4-W5 was 
south of Leedale and he farmed this land until he 
retired, 

In 1931, he bought the NE 18-42-4-W5 from a 
family named Graham. These folk had come 
from Chicago and knew little of western farm- 
Ing. Because of adverse weather and the de- 
pression, Graham decided to pull out. 








Walter and Netwie Stevens 40th Wedding Anniversary 1954, 


He approached Walt with the proposition that 
{$1000.00 would buy his quarter of land, his 
livestock, harness, machinery, furniture, and 
even the cooking ustensils. Walt took him up on 
his proposition and Graham left with a suitcase 
of personal effects. 

Walt and Nettie had four children. Donald, 
Violet, Virgil and Kieth. 





STOLLINGS, EARL AND ESTHER NE 19-42-3- 
WS. 

Earl Stollings was born to Cleophus and Bid. 
die Stollings in Lacombe, Alberta on September 
27, 1907. Earl was united in marriage to Esther 
Eritsland on July 9, 1932. Agnes and Esther 
Eritsland married the two Stollings brothers in a 
double wedding ceremony at the Eritsland farm 
home. 

Earl and Esther homesteaded the NE 19-42-3- 
W5 west of Rimbey in the early years of their 
married life, Two sons were born to them in 
Rimbey. Earl joined the Forestry Service in the 
summer of 1943 and they moved to Saunders, 
Alberta. Their two daughters were born while 
they were living in this area, Earl served the 
Forestry in Foothills, moving there in 1947, Brule 


Stollings. Back row left to right: Bll Lee, Doris, Lila and Paul 
Pierson, Ear Soling, Jack Rotherham, Dorecha Pierson Thomson, 
‘Mrs. Margaret Le, jim Thomson, Exer Sling. Ta front: Cea 
Stllings, Edith Lee, Larce Stlings. 

















(west and north of Hinton) and Rock Lake which 
is close to Jasper. Esther taught school in Jasper 
until her death in December 1971. After retiring 
from the Forestry in 1961, Earl was involved in 
maintenance at the Jasper Park Lodge. Follow- 
ing that he was head caretaker for the Jasper 
Park Schools until his retirement in 1973. Earl 
remarried in 1974 to Irene Classens. They moved 
to Kelowna, B.C. in January 1976. Earl passed 
away there ‘on October 25 1976. 

Esther and Earl had four children. Ceell Her 
man, born on November 16, 1933, in Rimbe} 
married Joan Woodring from Hattonford, Alber- 
ta, Cecil and Joan are living in Edmonton and 
have four children. Karen Marie, born 
September 17, 1960, Sandra Grace, born 
December 15, 1961 Linda Shirley, born July 28, 
1963, and Susan Bernice born November 28, 1968. 
‘All are living at home, 

Lars Samuel, born in Rimbey on April 25, 
1935, married Eileen Cochrane from Edmonton. 
Lars and Eileen have two children and are 
presently living in Edmonton. Darren Lee, born 
June 18, 1964, and Gary Dale born January 2 
1966. Darren and Gary live at home. 

Shirley Ellen, born in Rocky Mountain 
House on January’ 10, 1946, married Chalmers 
Whitelaw from Edmonton, Shirley and Chalmers 
have two children and are currently living in 
Caroline, Alberta. James Earl, born August 9, 
1965, and Laurel Joan, born June 18, 1968, are 
both at home. 

Mavis Mary, born May 9, 1947, in Nordegg, is 
married to Warren Webber trom Vulcan, Alber 
ta, Mavis and Warren live in Calgary and have 
no family. 














STOLLINGS, VICTOR AND AGNES—NW 10-42. 
W5 

Cleophus Samuel Stollings was united in 
marriage to Biddie Webb in Boon County, West 
Virginia, in 1904. ‘They moved to the Rimbey 
area soon after. He and his wife farmed in the 
district west of Rimbey, moving there in ap- 
proximately 1905 or 1906. 

Vietor Hugo was born to them in Virginia on 
July 3, 1905. Earl, their second son was born in 
Lacombe on September 27, 1907. Cleophus and 
Biddie were divorced. Biddie moved to Calgary 
where she lived for a few years and then to Ver- 
non, B.C. where she lived until her death from an 
automobile accident in July of 1969. Cleophus 
Stollings moved to Dawson Creek, B.C. where he 
hauled water to the town residents by horse and 
wagon and later by truck as there was no water 
available in town, He passed away there in 1972. 

Victor Stollings was united,in marriage to 
Agnes Elsie Eritsland at the ‘Eritsland farm 
home west of Leslieville on July 9, 1932. They 
lived on a farm west of Rimbey (NW 19-42-3.W5) 
Three children were born to them while they 
lived in this area. Robert Everett, born April 10, 
1933, Anna Marie born May 30, 1934, and Myrtle 
Eleanor on December 31, 1935. In 1938, they 














moved to the Eritsland farm at Leslieville for a 
short time while thelr home was being prepared 
on their land they purchased two and one half 
miles north of Alhambra, Their fourth and last 
child, Helen Irene, was born in the Eritsland 
home on January 3, 1939, 

Victor and Agnes spent about 11 years on this 
land and had many interesting tales and events 
to tell from the old fishing hole in the Horseguard 
creek to driving horses over drifts of snow to get 
to school in Alhambra. The pike were so plentiful 
in the creek at that time that one day Agnes laid 
on the bank and scooped out fish with her bare 
hands; of course one had to be fast and perhaps 
the fish were a little slow! The mode of transpor- 
tation to school or anywhere at that time was 
horses. In the winter there was the glorious 
“cutter” which was our “school bus’” as we 
stopped and picked up the Bradshaws and 
anyone else who was on the route. There was 
some doubt as to which end was up sometimes as 
the cutter had a great reputation for tipping over 
on the numerous snow banks. 





“The Stlings family. Seated: Victor and Agnes Siolling. Stand 
lng! Left o ight: Helen, Myrtle, Robert, and Anna, Taken in 1949 


Victor enlisted in the army in 1941 and served 
until 1945. Agnes went back teaching in 1944 in 
Alhambra and did so until her death from cancer 
in 1964. 

Victor married Edna von Hollen in the fall of 
1965 in Frobisher Bay, N.W.T. They went from 
there to Pugwash, Nova Scotia where Victor 
passed away in 1974 and Edna In 1976. 

Robert Stollings married Doris Payne from 
Lousana, Alberta on June 8, 1956. They live in 
Red Deer where Bob is employed as City Clerk 
and Doris works in a lawyer's office. They have 
two children, Bruce, born on July 11, 1958, com- 
pleted his schooling in Red Deer andis currently 
employed there. Lynn Patricia, born November 
Ui, 1960, is attending Grade 13 in the Lindsay 
‘Thurber High School in Red Deer. 

(Anna) Marie Stollings married Norman 
Guenther who came to the Alhambra district 
from Maple Creek, Saskatchewan in 1949. They 


are farming south of Alhambra. Marie and Nor- 
man have five sons and two daughters. Wayne 
Guenther born May 5, 1953, lives at Alhambra 
and Is employed on oli rigs in the Condor area. 
Brian born September 20, 1955 works at the 
Aquitaine Gas Plant. Brian married Laureen 
Holman of Cow Lake in 1974, They have two 
girls, Raechel two and one half years, and Lind 
say one year. Randy born March 13, 1957, 
married Tammie Courtright of Cow Lake in 1976. 
They live at Rainbow Lake where Randy works 
for the Aquitaine Gas Plant. Ricky, born 
November 7, 1959, and Gary, born April 11, 1961, 
both live at home. Joanne, (adopted at six 
months) born June 1, 1963, lives at home and 
attends school in Condor. Terry, (adopted at one 
and one half years) born February 12, 1967, lives 
at home and also attends school in Condor. 

Myrtle Stollings married James von Hollen of 
the Alhambra district on August 21, 1954. Myrtle 
and Jim have three children. Sharon Lynn born 
June 30, 1955, in Winnipeg, Manitoba where Jim 
was stationed with the RCAF. Sharon has 
attended University in Vancouver and is now 
working in the Vancouver area. James Everett 
born February 9, 1958, took his schooling in cen- 
tral Alberta and Haney, B.C. and is now 
employed in Red Deer. Jeffrey Ray born March 
5, 1959, also took his schooling in Central Alberta 
and Haney and is now stationed in Petawawa, 
Ontario with the Armed Forces. 

Helen Stollings married Cecil Andrew trom 
the Gilbey area and they jive in Blackfalds 
where Cee runs a Sand and Gravel business and 
Helen operates a Beauty Salon. Cec and Helen 
have three children. Diane Laura, born on Oc- 
tober 18, 1957, took her schooling in Blacktalds 
‘and Lacombe. She then completed a year at the 
Red Deer College and is now employed in Ed- 
monton. Darryl Raymond born on March 26, 
1959. Darryl also went to school in Blackfalds 
and Lacombe. He is now employed with the fam! 
ly gravel business in Blackfalds. Shelley 
Lavonne was born on February 3, 1961. She is 
currently attending Grade 11 in Lacombe Com- 
posite High School. 


‘THE HAROLD THOMAS FAMILY — by Mrs. 
Harold Thomas 

Harold Thomas, eldest son of Harry E. 
‘Thomas, with his father and younger brother, 
Boyd, came to the Ostrem home in 1929, seeking 
information about homesteads. I, Mabel, was 
only 15 years old at the time, but for us it was 
love at first sight. They obtained homesteads 
right near ours, and the next year, on October 25, 
1930, we were married at the Anglican Church in 
Fairview, Alberta. We left immediately for a 
wedding trip to Gilby. Our wedding dance, at the 
Gilby Hall, was attended by a record crowd, as I 
still had many friends in the area, as Harold had. 
‘A glorious, happy memory! The threshing gang 
chivareed us another evening, also, and brought 
us a carving set, which we still cherish. We also 








recelved lovely gifts at the wedding dance, as 
well as good wishes and a decorated wedding 
cake. We returned then, to spend the winter on 
the homestead. We were almost caught by the 
train, crossing on the trestle at Smith, Alberta, 
as the river had frozen over and the ferry had 
been taken out while we were south, but the old 
Ford made it! 

‘The next spring, 1931, Harold’s dad had a bad 
attack of rheumatism, and wrote asking us to 
come back and help run the farm. The 
depression struck with full force that year, and 
It was not until 1934 that we again had a home of 
our own. The happiest event of those years was 
the birth of our little son, Sammy, in April, 1932, 
in the old Catholic Hospital at Rimbey. Dr. Sam 
Byers was so proud that his name was the same 
as his own that he carried the baby around on his 
rounds, Bright spots, also, were the house par- 
ties held in the neighborhood, with the Tim Sam 
brook home being the most frequent gathering 
place. The Kurzmans, Forsells, and Thomases 
had their turns, too! The families would get 
together to play whist, sing, play instruments 
and dance, and forget, for a while, that pile of 
dirty eggs to wash and sell for a nickel a dozer 
The warmth and the sharing helped so much. 

We paid $25 down on a CPR quarter of land 
three miles east of Leedale, in the fall of 1933, 
and moved into our new log home in July, 1934, 
Harold still helped his dad with the farm work 
and ran the threshing machine every year for 
several years after that. Our first daughter, 





Mr. and Mrs 


Harold Thomas. 
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Judy, was born in April, 1936, With the river in 
flood, no doctor could get through, so she was a 
real “log cabin baby”. A neighbor woman, Mary 
Lamburtus, assisted in looking after us. 

Ronald was born in the Rimbey hospital in 
November of 1937, and Lita was born in the 
Eckville hospital in June, 1941. We had to wait 
until John Huseby had his appendix removed 
before Dr. Coppock could see to her. Genevieve, 
our youngest daughter, born a few minutes 
before midnight, October 29, 1949, brought Dr. 
George Boorman from his warm bed 

Harold, meantime, had discontinued active 
farming, leaving that to the children and I, as he 
began Working on the County of Ponoka Road 
Building Crew. In 1950 he became foreman of his 
crew, and worked at that job until 1962. We 
‘moved to the Joe Burchnall place in 1946, selling 
our CPR quarter to Walter and Mary Hayward, 
after he had returned from overseas. We lived on 
our farm, three miles west and a mile south of 
Rimbey ‘until moving to Red Deer in 1962, 
Harold, again changing careers, worked as a 
male attendant at Deerhome Institute until his 
retirement in 1973. In the following year we sold 
our home east of Red Deer and bought a lovely 
acre and a mobile home near Shuswap Lake, at 
Scotch Creek, B.C. 

Our son Sam and his wife, Joan, are psy- 
chiairie nurses at the general hospital, in 
Calgary. Their eldest daughter, Karen, is 
married to D. D. Ferguson while Carol stil lives 
at home and attends high school. Judy (Mrs. J. 
4. Vandenbrink), is manager of the Kamloops 
Zoo and Wildlife Park. Her husband is a security 
guard at the Provincial Jail. Ron is travelling in 
eastern Canada. Judy's three children, Dan, 
‘Tom and Debby are grown, and out on their own 
now. Lita and her husband, Don Ostapovieh, an 
electrician, live eight miles trom Chase. They 
have two sons, Allen and Harold, both at home. 

Genevieve ‘and her husband, Dan Bratton, 
have just completed university, have their 
teaching credentials, and hope to come west 
soon, to make their dreams come true, as we 
have, “Somewhere in the West”. 











‘THE VISGER FAMILY — SW 18-42-3-W5 — 
Written by Mrs. L. Visger 

‘Mr, and Mrs. Lyle Visger first settled in the 
Leedaie district, working on the Pete Mulback 
farm in the spring of 1922. Lyle Visger was born 
in Baldwinsville, New York State, and had come 
to Canada as a young man, working in the 
Lacombe area. It was there that he met and 
married Zerola Wagner, whose parents, Mrs. 
and Mrs. James Wagner had come from Nova 
Scotia to Alberta in 1910, with three children: 
James, now of Kelowna, B.C., Zerola, and 
Zerella, now Mrs. Jack Thompson of Lacombe — 
to homestead in the Willesden Green district. 

After Mr. and Mrs. Visger’s marriage in 1917, 
they worked In the Calgary and Rosebud areas, 
then planned to homestead in the Willesden 














‘The Visger house and yard after being landscaped. It includes the 
crginal home bull by Harold. Chinneck in 1908 of 1909. S.E 
Tess, 


Green district. There they built a log cabin, but 
that spring of 1922, they with thelr small 
daughter, Alberta, moved to the farm of Pete 
Mulback ‘of Leedale, where they remained for 
two years, Their first son, Robert, was born soon 
after moving to the Leedale district. Then they 
rented several farms: the Rostad place, the 
Cumberland place, the Coverdale place (four 
miles south-west of Rimbey) and back to the 
Leedale area on the Aldridge place for five 
years. During these years five more children 
were born: Elva, Nora, Dale, Joan and Bonnle. 

‘The Visgers decided it was time to have a 
farm of thelr own and bought the Harold 
Chinneck place (SE 18-42-3-W5). Henry Vellleux 
helped clear the land and Minx Brothers did the 
breaking. The old log house had iong been vacant 
except as a place of shade and refuge from the 
files for the range horses. As a very temporary 
house, until they had time to bulld, the old log 
house was repaired, replacing some of the logs, 
and making a new floor, windows, etc. and the 
house was ready for the family to move in. With 
many renovations and additions through the 
years, the old house made a good ‘home’ for 
‘another 28 years, when the Visgers sold the farm 
and retired in Bentley village in 1962. 

Like so many families during the depression, 
when prices for produce were almost nil, the 
Visgers had to be resourceful to feed and clothe a 
growing family. They found it a challenge to in- 
vent recipes which would produce good meals 
from what could be grown, leaving the cream 
cheque for such things as shoes, coal oil, sugar, 
matches, flour and salt. Flour sacks were used to 
make sheets, pillow slips, dish-towels and many 
garments. 

Lyle had a meat route and every week he 
would butcher a veal or beef in the evening and 
deliver it the next day. Mrs. Visger set up a large 
vats and presses to make cheese which was sold 
on the route. There wasn’t much money in It but 
an extra dollar or two helped a lot in those hard 
times. In winter, Lyle and Robert took a four- 








Lyle Viger with the walking plough, helping build the road by 
the Vinge pace. Earth was moved with sips and fresno pled by 
ourhorse teams. Swampy places had tobe coduroyed. 


horse team and drove west to make dry 
tamarack fence-posts, which took three days, 
then several more days sometimes to deliver 
them as far away as Stettler. Lyle served as 
weed inspector, and travelled a stallion for Todd 
Hopper and also worked for O. B. Moore. 

‘Most children rode horseback up to four miles 
to the Leedale School, except the younger ones 
who went to the Midland School ‘when it was 
opened in 1940. The horses must have ap- 
preclated the new Midland school as much as 
anyone! 

‘Leedale school had an enrollment of as high 
as 50 at one time. We remember Miss Eritsland 
(Mrs, Von Tettenborn) doing a super job of 
teaching the three R’s and still managing toread 
to the children, teach them to love and memorize 
poetry, and put on most excellent Christmas 
Concerts in the Leedale Hall, which took weeks 
of rehearsing, Her concerts were attended by 
people from many other districts as well as from 
Leedale. She cheerfully stayed after regular 
school hours to help Grade 9 and 10 and didn't 
slight any of her duties because she had too much 
to do. 














‘The Visger Family. Plcure taken atthe wedding of Alberta and 
Floyd Smith in 1943, Back row: Sam Sprecker, Pastor Walker, 
(Oscar Brown, Nota Visger, Elva Vise, Alberta and Floyd Smith, 
Erect Hayward, Lyle Visger, Bertha Hayward, Front row: Mrs 
Sprecker, Mrs, Walker, Bestice Brown, Bonnie Visger, Grandma 
‘Wagner (Mrs, Vieper's mother), Joan Viser, Mrs. Hayward, Mrs 
1. Visger, Marjorie Brown, 





In 1937, Leedale took a big step forward when 
Leedale High school was opened in the old 
Leedale Store, which had been run by Mr. and 
‘Mrs, Hugh Lindsay. It was formerly the Bill Lee 
Store and before that, called Wittenburg Post Of- 
fice and Store. The teacher had an apartment in 
the back of the building. Several threshing bunk 
houses were moved Into Leedale, behind 
Tarrabain’s store and used for bachelor 
apartments by a number of girls, some of them 
were: the Jackman girls (Myrtle and Jeante), 
Ruth Belt, Elsle Johnson, Alberta and Elva 
Visger, Floy and Beatrice Brown, Mildred 
Walker and Fern Carmicheal. 

Elva, Nora, Dale, Joan and Bonnie received 
most of ‘their High Schooling at Canadian Union 
College at Lacombe. Among Mrs. Visger's proj- 
ects to help the young folks to finance their 
college expenses was raising turkeys, which 
roosted in the trees at night. Mrs. Visger took 
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Robert Viger with hls nephew, Daryl Vise in 1952 
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some visitors out in the evening, and shining a 
flashlight on the turkeys high In the branches, 
said “Who sald, ‘Money doesn’t grow on trees’? 

In the early days frost was more prevalent 
and it was hard to grow grain that could be cut 
before frost. Late frosts in the spring sometimes 
cut down potatoes and corn In June and often in 
the end of August frost would finish the growth of 
potatoes before they finished growing. In 1951, on 
May 28, at the time of Joan's marriage to Calvin 
Ferguson, the snow was so deep that a tractor 
was needed to pull cars which had gotten stuck 
on their way to the wedding in the Free 
‘Methodist Church near the Leedale school. 

In the years that the Visger children were 
teenagers, they did not lack entertainment, 
although there was no car, no gravelled roads, no 
TV,, of telephone. They made thelr own fun, 
having the neighbors in and playing games and 
tricks, In the winter they often had slelghriding 
parties with the Spreckers, Moores, Haywards 
and Simmons. Even when it was 40 degrees 
below Fahrenhelt, they did not seem to know it 
was cold. 





(Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Viger taken in 1963 


In March of 1962 Robert suddenly passed 
away and that spring Mr. and Mrs. Visger had an 
auction sale and sold the farm to Mr. Floris 
tgoy, and moved to Bentley. Mr. Visger dled in 

Tn 1973, Mrs, Visger moved to British Colum- 
bia where she lives in a traller by the home of her 
daughter Alberta and her husband Floyd Smith 
near Armstrong. They have one son and five 
daughters. Also living nearby are daughter Elva 
and her husband John Rice who have two boys 
and two girls plus three foster children, and her 
daughter Joan and her husband Calvin Ferguson 
who have three boys. Dale, with his wife and two 
sons spent a four year term teaching at Ban- 
galore, India. At present (in 1977) he Is study- 
ing for his doctorate in Vocational Education 
at Oregon State University and will be teaching 











at Walla Walla College in Washington. Nora 
married Harvey Simmons and they have since 
lived in Vulcan, Alberta with their four 
daughters. Bonnie is married to Vernon 
‘Triebwasser and they live in Calgary with thelr 
three sons and one daughter. 


WEITZ, ADAM AND MARY—by Ray Weitz 

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Weitz traded thelr home 
in Calgary for one half section of land ‘then’ in 
the Potter Creek District now in the Midland dis- 
trict in the winter of 1932-1933. They moved their 
family of six children Florence, Mary, Ray- 
mond, and Jacob (twins), Lorraine and Barbara 
in April of 1933. Ivan was born in 1935. 

‘The furniture was moved in April and a week 
later we bought eight head of milk cows. The 
truck got as far as Forshee and got stuck so we 
unloaded the cows and started for the farm. The 
next morning it was still raining. The road from 
Forshee to Rimbey had no gravel so we arrived 
home late that night, wet, tired, and hungry. This 
was beautiful country, ‘trees of many ‘kinds, 
small bushes and beautiful flowers of all kinds 
(no pollution). No road, just a trail for the last 
three miles. 

Jacob, Raymond, Lorraine and Barbara 
started school in Potter Creek school. Jacob in 
Grade five, Raymond in Grade 8, Lorraine in 
Grade 1 and Barbara in Grade 3. Raymond wrote 
his Grade 8 Departmental exams four subjects in 
Leedale school, 10 miles round trip on horse 
back, until Miss Margaret Lambertus got the 
remaining four subjects from the Department of 
Education. 

We made many friends in the neighborhood 
and other school districts which were sparsley 
settled. We started to clear land by hand because 
we had no money for brush cutting. It was really 
hard work. That first summer the only recrea- 
tion we had was to play soft ball and get ac. 
quainted with the neighborhood which was 
sparsely settled. Then later on in the summer we 
got acquainted with other districts and organized 
the first softball team which was called the 
‘Potter Creek Blue Devils’ until the outbreak of 
World War IT. We had many entertaining Sunday 
ball games, tournaments and get-togethers with 
Midland, Potter Creek and Fuller school dis- 
triets. 

In the spring of 1934 Sander Thompson, the 
Shaw family, the McDonald family, the Sam 
Wilson family, the Joe Lester family and the 
‘Melvin Simmons family along with the old 
timers got together with Councillor and the 
Government and got the O.K. to build a school. 
Where they got the name of Midland district I do 
not know. Someone who helped bulld the school 
or the councillor would know. We were then 
transferred to the Midland district. Lorraine, 
Barbara, and Ivan attended school there and 
remember Ruth Stevens, Mr. Demanchuk and 
Mrs. Benson who were teachers. 

‘The winters were long and very cold. We cut 

































‘The Weisz Family taken in 1940. Front row left 10 righ: 
Lorraine, an, and Barbara, Back row left to right: Florence, 
‘Adam, and Mary Weitz (parents, Ray, Mary, and Jake. 


many cords of wood for the stove and heater to 
Keep us warm during the winter. As far as I can 
remember there were a few blizzards that 
blocked the roads for a few days, if you were in 
good with the Councillor he saw that your roads 
were plowed out. Many times while hauling hay 
or staw for feed the sleigh would upset a couple 
of times which made it a long hard day 
I remember one spring after a lot of snow the 
winter before, the Blindman River overflowed 
its banks, I started for town on foot, got a ride 
from Henry (Frenchy) Velleiux. When we got to” 
the foot of the Darby hill on the east side, the 
water was about two feet high and we hesitated 
for awhile whether to continue or turn back. 
Henry said the old team was pretty reliable so 
we continued. Everything went O.K. till we 
rounded the bend. The water there was up to the 
horses bellies and we couldn’t turn around so we 
went on. The current got swifter the closer we 
got to the bridge. The horses started to go with 
the stream and finally the horse on the right 
slipped down the embankment and took the 
democrat with him. I had no choice but to jump. 
When I hit bottom the water was up to my neck 
and I scrambled for my life and finally made it 
back to the road bed. The water was above my 
waist. Luckily the horses didn't panic. We got 
them’ unhitched, turned around and headed 
homeward. When we got to the Beatty corner I 
got off and walked four miles north to the water 
tank then two miles east and four miles south to 
town. I finally ended up in town about supper- 
time soaking wet. “It was quite an experience.” 

There were several Christain families which 
helped the Community stay together. 

I (Ray) was married in March 1945 to Fern 
Knight of Willisden Green school district. We left 
the Midland school district in 1945 for Calgary 
and have been back several times since. I'still 
refer to Rimbey as my home town, 














THE WILLIAMS FAMILIES — by Joan 

Williams Freeman 

Richard — SW 20-42-3.W5 1908 

Bertram — NW 16-42-3-W5 1908 

William — NW 21-42-3.W5 1908 

Ernest Prosser — SE 20-42-3-W5 1911 

‘Tom Cooke — NE 20-49-3-W5 1911 

George (Harry) Williams — SW 16-42-3-W5 1916 
In the early 1900's three sons of George 

Williams of Bristol, England (the same place as 

John Cabot had sailed from) sailed to Canada 

and worked in Manitoba for a year and then 

came to Rimbey area in 1908. 








The George Willams Family ia Henburg, Glos. Left to right: 
standing is Bertram, Edith, Lillam, and George Harr). Siting et 
{fo right: Flora, George (father) and Winnfred. On the ground left 
5s Willam (Bly right i Rishard (ick), 





‘These sons were William, Bertram, and 
Richard, better known as Billy, Bert and Dick, 
They were followed in 1911 by a cousin, Ernest 
Prosser and his wife Cashle; Ernest's’ cousin, 
‘Tom Cooke with his family, Ada Browne family 
and Tom Cooke’s son William and wife and the 
younger son, Charlie. 

All of these except Harold Browne settled in 
what was then known as the Potter Creek area 
and later a part became the Midland area. 

A sister, Winifred Williams, also came out to 
housekeep ‘for the brothers and later married 
Leonard Taylor. Dick Williams, Ernest Prosser 
and Tom Cooke took up land’ on one section 
Dick’s was the SW 20.42-3-W5, Ernest Prosser the 
of 20 and Tom Cooke the NE of 20, Bert and 
Billy lived on the NW 21-42-3-W5 with their sister. 
‘The place then became known as the Taylor 
place. Bert Williams finally settled on the NW 16- 
42-3.W5, 

Mrs. Prosser had taught school in Bristol, 
England, and believed in discipline, Two young 
boys untied her horse one day and chased it down 
the road, while she was arranging for an enter- 
tainment at the Potter Creek school. She lost no 
time finding a switch and taking them over her 
knee, warmed them soundly. 
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Emest Prosser Cousin ofthe Willams, who was a fine Mussin, 
and had but an organ. The Wilam’s were ll very musi 


Mrs. Prosser was chosen one of the teachers 
to attend the Coronation of King Edward VII and 
Queen Alexandria, which was quite an honor. 

In 1915 Billy and Dick Williams and Leonard 
Taylor all joined the army. Due to a serious ill- 
ness suffered in the Boer War in 1899 George 
(Harry) was not allowed to join His Majesty's 
forces so he also came to Canada in 1916 and took 
over Francis Marshalls homestead on SW 16-42- 
3-W5. His wife and four children came in 
September 1913. 

Billy married the widow of Nick Nicholson, 
Mabel Violet, who had three children, The eldest 
of Mabel Violet’s married Billy's brother, Bert. 
Isabella married Hugh Maclean of Rimbey, and 
Jack moved to British Columbia soon after. Billy 
had one son, Douglas, of Rimbey who had no 
children, 

Dick did not return to Rimbey but went to Vik- 
ing and married Winifred Brown. There were 
three sons, Keith, George, and Bernard and two 
daughters Dorthy and June, all but Keith living 
in Alberta. 

Bert and Mabel had four children, Eric of 





Mabel Wiliams on her 8Oth birthday, taken in 1968. Her family 
Joan, Barbara, Mother Mabel, Helen and Norton 


















































Nanaimo with three children; Daphne in 
Portland, Oregon with two children; Muriel of 
Powell River with two children and Ethel of 
Nanaimo with four children. Bert moved to 
Nanaimo several years ago and passed away in 
1966. His daughters, Daphne, and Muriel 
attended the Midland school. 





Taken in 1918, The small shack on the eas is Francis Marsal’ 
corjainal nome stl standing. Harry and Mabel William's home and 
thelr pide and joy the garden they took many prizes at the Rinbey 
Fai. 





‘Winnifred (Willams) and Leonard Gower Taylor who was at one 
time Justice of the Peace in Rocky Mounisin House before 1914 and 
lso Superintendent of Hobbema Indian Reserve in 1920 





Winnifred (Williams) Taylor had two girls 
and a boy. The youngest daughter, Audrey, was 
the first white baby to be born at Rocky Moun- 
tain House, Alberta. 

‘She married Sander Thompson of the Midland 
district and lived on the NE 17-42-3-W5 for some Mabel (Wetmore) Wiliams wife of Harry. She had an excelent 
years before moving to Creston, B.C. Musical education and wae also paste i ols and water colors. 





GEORGE HENRY EDWARD (HARRY) AND 
MABEL WILLIAMS — SW 16-82-3-W5 

Harry Williams was a veteran of the 1899 
Boer War and because of a tropical fever he con- 
tracted during this war he was unable to join His 
Majesty's forces in the first World War. 

Three of his brothers had gone to Canada ear- 
ly in the 1900's and in 1916 he followed them. 

He took over the Francis Marshall homestead 
on SW 16-42-3-W5 which joined his brothers land. 

He freighted goods from Lacombe to Rimbey 
in 1918-1919 with his team Prince and Bess 
bought from Mel Sheppard of Rimbey. 

In September 1919 he was joined by his wife 
Mabel and four children, Barbara, Joan, Norton 
and Helen. They farmed there until Harry died in 
1936, The farm was then taken over by his son 
Norton till he joined the army in 1943 in World 
War II. He returned in 1945, bought another 
quarter and continued farming until he passed 
away in February 1976, The family farm and George Henry Edward (Harry) Willams. 






















Passport photo taken in 1918 of Harry Willam's elven; Helen, 
Barbara, Joan, and Norco, 


Norton’s are now owned by @ nephew Terence 
Freeman. 

Harry Williams’ daughter, Barbara became 
Mrs. Gus Nelson of Edgerton: She taught at the 
Fuller school a short time, Also at Ricinus before 
going to Wainwright. She has four children and 
nine grandchildren. 

‘Joan taught at the Iola school for four years 
and married one of the pioneers of that area, 
Samuel Freeman. They have seven children and 
19 grandchildren, one of which is deceased. 

Helen married a fox farmer from Prince 
iward Island. They moved to British Columbia 
and are now in Crescent Beach, B.C. There are 
three children and seven grandchildren. 

Joan’s husband, Sam, died in 1963 and Joan 
lives on the farm with her unmarried son Philip. 

‘Of the others, Ralph is in Texas, Patricia at 
Witheroe, Terence at High Level, (Mayor). 
Gladys a Doctor in Peace River, Beairice 
married a surveyor in B.C., Sandra is in 
Calgary, her husband is now an electrician and 
spent many years in the army. 

Deaths: Harold Browne, 1929; Tom Cooke 
(father-in-law of Harold), 1929; Mrs. Billy 
Williams (Mabel Violet), "1944; "Mr. George 
(Harry) Williams, 1936; Mr. Ernest Prosser and 
Mrs. Prosser, 1946;" Mrs. Harry (Mabel) 
Williams, 1952; Billy Williams and twin sister 
Lillian, 1965; Winifred (Williams) Taylor, 1968; 
Sam Freeman (husband of Joan Williams), 1963; 
Norton Williams, 1976; Mrs. Bert (Mabel Grace) 
Williams, 1977. 









GEORGE HENRY NORTON WILLIAMS — NW 
9423-05, 

George Henry Norton Williams was born in 
Bristol, England and came to Canada in 





George Henry Norton Wiliams: Norton's fist car and his pride 
‘and jy, the beaded buckskin cot 


‘September 1919 with his mother Mabel Williams, 
and sisters, Barbara, Joan and Helen. His father 
George (Harry) Williams had come over in 1916 
when he settled on the SW 16-42-3-W5 where they 
resided until 1936 when his father passed away. 

Norton then took over the farm until 1943 
when he joined the army in the World War II. 

He served all through the Italian campaign. 
His job was to service the tanks and bring them. 
to the front lines and of course was a prime 
target for the enemy. He also served in Belgium, 
Holland and France until the end of the war. 

He had seven medals for different cam- 
paigns. He returned to the home farm in 1945 and 
bought the Mike Szoke farm formerly owned by 
Bert Horne which was the NW 9-42-3-W5 with two 
years in between, working on gas lines in central 
‘Alberta. 

Norton died in February 1976 due to a fire that 
destroyed the log home. The medals that he so 
bravely earned were also destroyed in the fire 
and though retrieved were unidentifiable. 

‘The farm and the family farm are now owned 
by a nephew, Terence Freeman of High Level. 


WILSON, SAM AND SOPHIE 
‘Sam Wilson was born in Fosston, Minnesota, 
September 5, 1891. He married the former Sophie 
Krogstad. They moved to Canada in 1916 and 
homesteaded at Frontier, Saskatchewan. 

‘Then in 1938, when so many from the dust 
bowls in Saskatchewan came to this area Sam, 
Sophie and son, Stanford made the move in a 1936 
‘Model T truck: They also had a car. 

‘They bought the NE 5-42-3-Ws but stayed with 
Sophie's brother and wife (Henry and Tillie 
Krogstad) for three weeks until they got settled. 

Stanford attended the Midland School that 
‘opened in 1940, 

m farmed until 1966 and then he and Sophie 
d to Rimbey. Stanford then took over the 





farm, 

They celebrated thelr 48th anniversary in 
November 1968. Sam passed away in July 1969 at 
the age of 77 years. 


‘Stanford with parents Sophie snd Sam Wison October 1988, 


Stanford married the former Kathleen Spetz 
of Wetaskiwin. She had been employed at the 
Senior Citizens Lodge there for 18 years. They 
lived on the farm until 1975, when they had a sale 
and moved to Erickson B.C., taking Sophie with 
them, 

Stanford and Kathleen were blessed with a 
son, Marlin Stanford, in 1976. 

‘They still own the farm but have it rented out, 





MIDLAND'S SANDS OF TIME 
Since the turn of the 19th century many 
pioneers have come and gone. The sands of time 
has now covered or changed the mark they made 
in this area and this is called progress. 

With much difficulty we have searched to 
recover this history of many of our early 
pioneers. Others are still with us to relate their 
own intccesting story which at best, was a hard 
life. It took the true pioneers with strong hearts, 
the courage and determination to surge on and 
exist in an unknown land. There were many 
draw backs but the settlers worked together to 
achieve the mere necessities and carry on 
despite storms and crop failures, disease and 
death. In times of trouble the settlers were con- 
cerned for one another and the warmth of true 
friendship was evident at all times, 

With the passing of time there are some of 
these early settlers that we can no longer regain 
contact. Although we have no history or informa- 
tion available they undoubtly deserve honorable 
mention. 

Of those who came early to this area and not 
previously mentioned in Township 42 Range 4 
West of the 5th were J. W. Ferguson who filed on 
the SE of 12 on March 9, 1906 and H. Mason on the 
northeast quarter, no date or history found. Wm. 
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Murby who lived on the SE 24 around 1912, 
Bodicoat on the NE 24 about the same time. 
James Brown on the SE 25, no further informa- 
tion and A. Vanigan who lived on the SE of 1 in 
the 1930's, Mr. and Mrs. 'T. Upton also lived on 
the land for a few years. They had a daughter 
Aileen who attended Leedale High School in 1939, 
‘They had a sale and left shortly after. 

‘Then in Range 3 West of 5, which is the bigger 
portion of the district; David Finch filed on the 
SW of 6 on June 1, 1906 and Richard Wilson filed 
on the NW quarter in the same section on August 
27, 1907. P. G. Might also lived on this land but no 
dates or history was found. 

During the 1930's Mr. and Mrs. Art Dupras 
and family lived there. They had a family of 
three children. Mrs. Dupras now lives in Brant 
ford, Ontarlo but Art passed away some years 
back. 

‘Angus McDonald another old timer farmed 
the E of 17 with a Frank Peters about 1915. Fran- 
cis Marshall homesteaded the SW 16 but it was 
taken over by Harry Williams in 1916. 

‘A man by the name of Phipps lived on the NW 
of 9 and Bert Horne had the SW quarter. Then C. 
‘Murphy owned the SW 9 and SE of 8. C. Harris 
lived on the NE of 8. 

‘Arthur and Norris Willets homesteaded the E 
¥ of 4 in 1907 and 1908. Their histories will 
appear in the Leedale section; as well as Harold 
‘Thomas who lived on the SE of 5. Percy Thomas 
who lived on the NW of 5 and their history will be 
in the Andrew’s history 

‘Then there are a few who spent some time In 
the district that we received no histories from 
but they did own land here and contributed to the 
history. Steven Kemp lived on the SE of 30 for 
several years, He was a bachelor but took a lot of 
pride in his little shack. The board floors were 
scrubbed clean and white and the wood cook 
stove was polished until your reflection could be 
seen in it. Mr. Kemp was a very ambitious, hard 
working man. During the winter months he 
‘would haul the big straw piles, piled high by the 
old threshing machine, out to'the field with his 
team and stone boat where he spread It back on 
the land, Next fall the crop was evidence that his 
work was not in vain. On his retirement the land 
was sold to Art and Phyllis Green who came 
from Calgary and bought the adjoining quarter 
to the west. They have three boys: Wayne and 
his wife Gail live in Rimbey, Lawrence and his 
wife Gloria have a wee son and live in Calgary 
and Mark is still at home. They are now living in 
Rimbey. 

Then across the road Art and Eileen (nee 
Sorenson) Ellertson lived on the NE of 19. They 
hhad two girls and two boys: Myrna, Dale, Grant 
and Linda. They later moved their house into 
Rimbey. The family is now all married. Ralph 
and Lily Rolfsen and family also lived there and 
the place is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Brown and family of Calgary. 

Sylvannus and Ethel Kiet 




















and family; two 




























sons Jim and Rod, and a daughter Jerry lived on 
the NW 20 for awhile but moved into Rimbey 
where Syl was a partner in a garage and Ethel 
did hairdressing. They now live in Fort 
McMurray. George and Isabel Paterson now 
own this land, also another half section. They 
have three sons. Isabel works as matron at the 
Rimbey General Hospital. 

Charlle Brown owned the E of 20 and NW of 
21, He comes from jolly old England and is an 
‘asset to the teaching staff at the Rimbey Junior 
High School. He sold the SE of 20 to Dale and Lin- 
da Hatala who also owns the SW 21 formerly 
owned by R. M. McLeod. ‘They have three 
children; ‘Tracy, Shawn and Tammy and live 
three miles west of Rimbey. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Bordenik once lived on the SE of 
20. Thelr house burned down there and they 
moved into the Fred Shaw house until spring and 
then they left the district. 

Mr. and Mrs. Willard Kish and Bill and 
Lorraine Giesbrecht and family lived on the NE 
16. This quarter is now owned by Herman and 

"e Odenbach. They have a son Ron and a 
daughter Marlaine who are both married. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sander Thompson once lived on 
the NE 17. They sold it to Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Crowell and moved to British Columbia. The 
Crowells then sold to J. J. Purdy and now live in 
Ledue. 

Guy Graham, an american, bought the NE 18 
from Frank Laye, but after a year of farming 
sold out and went back to the states. W. Stevens 
bought the land and then sold it to Sam Sprecker, 
then Mr. and Mrs. Art Deacon and family bought 
It. When they moved away Robert Visger 
purchased it and the present owner is Floris 
Looy. 

‘The Lazzari family lived on the NE of 8 for a 
short time. They returned to Bowden where they 
came from, 

Bill and Marlis Maries lives on the NW of 6. 
‘They came here from British Columbia, There 
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family is all married. They have a son Les and 
two daughters Peggy and Linda. 

Lawrence and Ivy Simmons own the W of 5. 
‘They have a family of seven children: Gall, 
Dwayne, Darlene and Rick are away from home. 
‘Terry, Margaret and Tammy are still at home. 

Bud and Jodi Northup and two children Terry 
and Tonya have an acreage on the SW of 6. They 
came here from the States about five years ago. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Merlin Becker and family live 
on the acreage on the NW 1. The rest of the 
quarter is owned by Dolman Brothers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Del Brown and family bought 
the Wi of 12 in Range 4 and the SW 7 in Range 3. 
‘They live in the U.S.A., but come up to the farm 
in the summer. 

Bob and Vivan Kilpatrick and the three 
children lived on the east 80 acres of SE 6. They 
now live in Rocky Mountain House. 

‘There are quite a few who owned land, or now 
own land in the area but do not reside here. Of 
these are Scott Willets, W. I. Clevenger, K. M. 
Vig, Eric Masuch, Gordon’ Ferguson, 'R. F. 
Klassen, Don Smith, Terence Freeman, John 
Grutterink, John and Frank Tkaick, J. C. May, 
Burns Kilpatrick, Clarence Anderson and Dale 











We have a few newcomers, namely: Mr. and 
Mrs, Tom Wells on SE 6, Mr. and Mrs, Brian Jor- 
dan and wee daughter live on the NE of 5, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray Johnson and family and Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Hough and family each have 80 acres on 
the NE'6. 

sincerely hope that none have been forgotten 
but hope you will bear with me if such is the case. 
Each one has played a part in the history of the 
district and as the next century approaches and 
the sand glass empties, many of us will also 
become history and the generations to follow will 
carry the knowledge forward into the unknown 
as did our pioneers. 

‘This book will hold the records and evidence 
that we did indeed, live during this century. 
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MATT ANDERSON — by Sylvia Thorkman 

Matt Anderson was born in Harma, Finland, 
Matt was a bachelor who lived in a shanty on the 
Leukumia farm. He had a peg leg (losing his leg 
in a mining accident) but this didn’t hold him 
back for he made his living repairing shoes and 
making harness. 

He passed away in the Bentley hospital and is 
buried in the Bentley cemetery. 


ANGLE, CHARLES AND MARY — by Agnes 
Bardenhagen 

Charles and Mary Angle and family came 
from Butte, Montana in 1910. Their homestead 
was northeast of Eckville and is now the Psikla 
Farm. Mr. Angle had come ahead of his family 





CChares and Mary Angle 


959 


to clear some land and buiid a home. He bullt a 
large log cabin, one room, which would house the 
family of seven. Mary Angle came up by train in 
the summer with her three children, Henry, 
Helen and Esther Johnson, from her marriage to 
‘Matt Johnson, Her two eldest daughters, Ida and 
Lydia, remained in Butte. Ida was married to 
John ‘Fordyce and Lydia later married his 
brother, and lived in Deer Lodge, Montana. Mrs. 
Angle also brought with her two stepchildren, 
‘Annie and Henry Angle. Mr. Angle's other son 
‘Jack had died from diphtheria at an early age in 
Butte. 

Times were very hard and Esther recalls that 
the family had only one horse and one ox, which 
they hitched together as a team to do the farm 





Johnson Children taken in Butte, 1906. Left to right: Henry, 
Helen, Lydia, Esther and Ida, 

















work, Esther attended the Saima School but 
Helen, having had some schooling in Butte, had 
to help at home and also go out to work for 
neighbors. 

Charles Angle died in 1919. Mary remained on 
the homestead with Henry and Esther for a 
while. Helen married Ole Bardenhagen in 1919 
and they started farming in the Gilby district 
‘The Angle farm was sold to the Wells family and 
later to Louis Psikla. Mary Angle then made her 
home with Helen and Ole on thelr farm at Gilby. 
Henry and Annie Angle left Eckville and lived in 
Saskatchewan, 

Henry Johnson married Leah Wells and they 
travelled a good deal. They lived in Calgary and 
in Vulean, Alberta. They also lived for several 
years in Fairbanks, Alaska, and finally settled in 
Missoula, Montana where they are now retired, 

Esther Johnson worked as a telephone 
operator in Drumheller where she met an mar- 
ried Sid Paston. They moved back to Eckville 
and Sid operated a garage which is now known as 
Eckville Motors. Their marriage ended in 
divorce and Esther then took charge of the 
Eckville telephone office, which she managed 
for ten years, Her mother lived with her during 
this time, In January, 1946, Esther married Bill 
Oliver and moved to a farm at Warner, Alberta, 
where they farmed until their retirement in 1966, 
‘They then lived for one year in Victoria, B.C. and 
then moved back to Red Deer. Mr. Oliver died in 
1974 and Esther now lives in the Eckville Manor 
House. After Esther’s second marriage Mary 
‘Angle lived with Ole and Helen Bardenhagen un- 
til her death in 1951, 

Ida Fordyce passed away in Butte, Montana. 
Lydia Fordyce had one son, Emil, who passed 
away in a Veteran's Hospital in Helena, Mon: 
tana, Lydia had a stroke and is presently in the 
Deer Lodge Nursing Home, in Deer Lodge, Mon- 
tana. 

Henry and Leah Johnson had one daughter, 
Roberta, and a grandson, Chad, who resides in 
Idaho. Roberta Is now Mis. Larry Nisle. 

Helen and Ole Bardenhagen farmed for 
several years in the Gilby district, then moved 
into Eckville in 1935 where Ole went into the 
livestock business and Helen ran a boarding 
house. Ole passed away in 1959 and Helen in 196: 

Ole and Helen had one son, Jack, who sti 
resides in Eckville. He married Agnes Sveinson 
in 1950, Agnes had come to nurse at the Eckville 
Hospital in 1948. She resumed her nursing career 
after having her family, and is presently Direc- 
tor of Nursing at the Eckville Hospital. Their 
three children were Bill, who Is still living at 
home; Beverly, who resides in Yellowknife, 
N.W.T.; and Donald, who married Beverly Smith 
in 1975. They have a son, Alan Donald, and they 
live in Eckville, 














‘THE ANTTI (ANDREW) BELLIKKA FAMILY 
— By Mary Moos 
Antti Bellikka, with his wife, Saara, and 








children immigrated to the U.S.A. from Hango, 
Finland on the vessel Pennsylvania, arriving in 
New York on the 16th of June, 1904. The family 
lived in the U.S.A. until 1916 when they em- 
migrated from Minnesota to Shaunavon, 
Saskatchewan. In 1918 they moved to Sylvan 
Lake, Alberta, and moved to the Eckville district 
in 19386, 

‘They lived north of Eckville about three miles 
for several years on a rented farm owned by the 
Hill sisters. They worked hard on the land, farm 
ing with horses. They raised hogs and chickens, 
and milked cows and sold cream. Whoever has 
hatched chicks in an incubator knows what it's 
like to be a foster mother to a flock of chicks! 
Mary found out what a racket they made. You 
couldn’t build a fence high enough to keep them 
away from under your feet when they heard your 
voice. 

‘The years passed until the folks got too old 
and tired to work a farm. They bought a small 
place about three miles east of Eckville. Mr. 
Bellikka was a Lutheran Minister and used to 
travel with horse and buggy throughout the coun 
tryside to hold church services In the homes 
where the people came to listen and heard the 
word of God. In the earller years Mrs. Bellikka 
served as a mid-wife in the neighborhood. 

‘Mr. Bellikka learned the trade of making 
shoes (shoe-pacs) and skis in the old country. He 
‘sewed together many a pair of shoe-pacs for the 
family and others. The children wore shoe-pacs 
to school in the wintertime and they were teased 
by the other children as the pacs had a turn on 
the toe. The toe curled up somewhat, but your 
feet never froze in them. He made many a pair of 
skis also, and there are still two pair of them In 
Arthur's family. 

During the hungry thirties, when they lived 
east of ekville, the railroad ran just past their 
place. It was a common sight to see the so-called 
hobos riding on the top of box cars. They rode the 
rails from town to town looking for work. Many a 
man would jump off the car when the train 
slowed down at the crossing to go to the house to 
ask for something to eat as they were hungry. 
(No work, no food.) It wasn’t easy. Mrs. Bellikka 








Mr. and Mr, Blk. Taken in 1946 





fed them. Some asked to work for their meal, and 
some just accepted the hand-out and went on 
their way to the next place. Yes, those were hard 
times, and yet the children remember the good 
times. There was always food on the table, We 
remember the blueberries, cranberries and 
saskatoons, and always enjoyed the picking 
times. 

‘The work was hard but the children had to 
work and learn to help Mom and Dad as there 
was no money to hire help. These were hard 
limes, and, all in all, they’ were pretty good 
times. Children learned what life was really all 
about, “give and take”, the good with the bad! It 
taught the children responsibility and to make 
the best of what one had. 

‘Mother Bellikka passed away in 1950 and 
Father Belliicka later was married to Mrs, Hilda 
Heikkinen from Syivan Lake. Mr. Bellikka sold 
his little place and bought a house in Sylvan Lake 
and moved there with his second wife. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bellikka are buried in the Eckville 
Cemetery. 

Yes, years have passed and left us with 
memories, some cherished, some sad, with all 
the trials and tribulations of growing up. 

Antti (Andrew) Bellikka was born in 1871 in 
Piipola, Oulu, Finland and died in 1954. 

Saara Bellikka was born in 1865 In Tyrnava 
Oulu, Finland. died in 1950. Ten children were 
born to Antti and Saara, but four of them died 
when they were very young. 

Walter Joseph was born in 1888 in ‘Tyrnava 
Oulu, Finland. He stayed and settled in Jersey 
City, New Jersey, U.S.A. He married there and 
his children are Walter Jr. and Viola, 

Hilda Rita was born in 1897 in Tyrnava Oulu, 
Finland, and died in 1969. She married Ouni 
Koskinen in 1918 and had five children. Helen 
and Arthur are deceased and the others are 
Loreen, Raymond and Doroth; 

Ventla Sara was born in 1903 in Tyrnava Oulu, 
Finland and died in 1976. She married Harold 
Dale in Red Deer in 1924. Harold also has passed 
away. Their children are Robyn (Donna) and 
Bayard. 

‘Arthur Johannes was born in New Ipswich, 
New Hampshire, U.S.A. in 1909 and died in 1959. 
He married Viola Bytiynen in 1937 in Sylvan 
Lake, Their two children are Patricia and 
James. 

(Bob) Andrew Wayne was born in 1899 in Tyr- 
naua Oulu, Finland and died in 1975. He married 
Vicki Phillips in Vancouver in 1943. They had no 
children. 

Mary Anna was born in 1907 in Jersey City, 
New Jersey, U.S.A. She married Fred Moos 
(now deceased) in 1930. Their children are 
Donald, Leonard and Jennine. Mary now lives in 
the Sylvan Manor at Sylvan Lake. 











‘The Grandchildren 
Walter's children — Viola Bellikka Schier had 
one girl and one boy. 
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Hilda Koskinen’s children — Helen and Bill 
Lindsey, Meaford, Ontario, no children, 

Arthur (deceased) in Sudbury, Ontario, had 
two boys. 

Loreen Gladys Larkin, Toronto, Ontarlo, had 
two boys. 

Ray Koskinen and Ellen (nee Ropstelt) have 
one girl and one boy, both adopted. 

Dorothy and Roy Fraser now live in U.S.A. 
and have nine children, all living in Ontario. 

Ventla and Harold Dale have one girl, Robyn 
(Donna) and Ken Thursten who have one boy. 

Bayard and wife, Ann, have no children 
although Ann has a daughier from a previous 
marriage. 

(Bob) Andrew and Vicki had no children, 

Mary's son, Donald, and his wife, Evelyn, 
have two girls and one boy. 

Mary's son Leonard and wife Freda, have 
four children trom Freda’s first marriage. 

Mary's daughter, Jennine, (Armstrong) 
Johannson has three girls and a boy — Debi, 
Dannel and Daileen Armstrong and Breti 
Johannson. 





BERNARD BROTHERS — JIM, ERNIE AND 
‘TOM — by Sylvia Thorkman 

‘The Bernard Bros. were born and raised In 
Nova Scotia. Jim, Ernie and Tom all purchased 
C.P.R. land east of Eckville in 1906. 

Jim purchased the NE 25-38.3:W5 which he 
farmed for a number of years, An honest, kind 
and true neighborly spirited young man, Jim 
was a very able cook having’ cooked on ships 
before coming west. 

Jim married a district girl by the name of Ivy 
Badroff. Ivy was born in Montana and came west 
with her parents in a covered wagon. After Jim 
and Ivy's marriage, her parents moved to 
Roseberg, Oregon so the Bernards sold their 
farm to the Harper’s and followed her parents to 
Roseberg. The district felt a great loss when Jim 
and Ivy held their auction sale and bid farewell 
in 1913, 

‘Tom Bernard purchased the NE 25-39-3-W5. 
His interest in farming was more for specula 
tion. He sold his property to the Harper family. 
‘Tom was a creamery manager and he and his 
family lived in Claresholm for a number years, 

Ernie Bernard purchased the SW 25-39-3-W5. 
He worked as a cheese maker at the cheese fac. 
tory in old Eckville for T. B. Miller. After the 
cheese factory closed, Ernie worked at sawmills 
and later returned to Nova Scotia, He sold his 
farm to the Thorkman Bros. 


DOCKEN, H. FAMILY 

The Docken family bought the NE 2-40-2W5 
formally owned by Ouberg. 

‘They sold the farm to Annala Family and 
moved to Breton, Alberta in the 1920's where 
there were homesteads available; the boys being 
old enough to file on a homestead, 





‘Mr. Docken died in the 1940's and Mrs. 
Docken died in 1976 in an Edmonton nursing 
home at the age of 95 years. 


ECKROSS, VICTOR AND HILMA AND 
FAMILY 

Vietor and Hilma Eckross immigrated to 
Canada in 1903 and homesteaded NW 30-39-2-W5. 
There were three children born in Canada — 
Leonard in June, 1904; Annie in September, 1905 
and Jennie in March, 1907. In 1911 a diptheria 
epidemle swept the area. Five-year old Harold 
and four-year old Jennie died. My brother 
George and I were spared. 

We were very poor in Canada and my father 
went to work in the coal mines at Rock Springs, 
Wyoming, U.S.A. during the winters. We lived a 
very simple life, and didn’t get around too much 
in those days. 

My uncle, Rudolph Stopsen, took me to Sun- 
day School, and I learned to read and write Fin- 
nish. My father saw no future for us on the 
homestead so we held an auction sale in 1913 and 
sold the few things we had. We then moved to 
Berkshire, New York, U.S.A. 

‘My brother George died in a farm accident at 
the age of 14 years. Both my parents have now 
passed away, as well as Annie and Leonard. Tam 
presently living in New Port, Florida. 





ERICKSON, ERIC AND PHYLLIS 

(On June 24, 1947 Eric Gordon Erickson 
married Phyllis Irene Palm. They have resided 
on Gordon's family farm ever since. During the 
years they had seven daughters who were born 
in Eckville. 

Trene Gail was born February 8, 1949. On June 
7, 1969 she married Douglas Frank Wine. They 
have two children, Gordon Douglas, born 
December 7, 1969 and Marcey Irene, born August 
2, 1975. They live in Calgary where Douglas is 
employed as a geologist and Gail as a teacher. 

Deborah Karen was born May 19, 1951. She 
married Philip Robert Gyorl on October 14, 1972. 
Deborah gave birth to a girl, Carley Jill, on 
January 5, 1974, Philip is a farmer in the Bentley 
District. 

Joanae Orlene was born April 29, 1952. She 
was married to Kenneth Alfred Haarstad_on 
April 10, 1971. They have two boys, Philip Jan 
born May 28, 1971 and Toby Lane born May 3, 
1974, Joanne and boys live in Edmonton. 

Norma Jean was born September 30, 1953. 
Jean married a Scottish lad, John George 
Robertson on April 7, 1973. ‘They have one 
daughter, Daina Marie, born July 24, 1975. John 
is general manager for N.W.T. Airways and 
Jean works in a local bank in Yellowknife, 
NWT. 

Donna Marie Minnie was born March 30, 1955. 
Gwen Christine was born December 24,’ 1958. 
‘They both live in Edmonton and are working in 
banks, 





Pamela Phyllis was born October 17, 1961. 
She is still at home completing her education. 





ERICKSON, FRE! 

Erick Gottfrid '‘Fred” Erickson was born in 
Lanna, Sweden, September 27, 1883. He immi- 
grated to the United States when he was 18 
years of age, and made his home in Chicago for 
about two years. His sister, Hanna, lived there. 
He later left Chicago to enter the lumbering in- 
dustry In and around Spokane, Washington, 
where he was employed for several years. His 
next move was to British Columbia where he 
again worked in the lumber industry, in the 
Arrow Lakes area. 

Fred came to Alberta in 1912 and took up a 
homestead In the Eckville area on NW14-1-40-2- 
W5, He built a log house on this land, and cleared 
some land before returning to British Columbia 
to again work in the lumbering industry for 
another two years. When he returned to Alberta 
he bought a quarter of land from the Eckros 
family, which was to become his home. This was 
NW. ¥4-30-39-2-W5. 

‘On February 16, 1915, he was married to Min- 
nie Solberg, the youngest daughter of Mr. and 











‘Mr. and Mrs. E.G, (Fred) Erickson martied February, 1915 














Mrs. Erie Solberg, a pioneer family of the 
Bentley district." They were married by 
Reverend A. H. Jortaas, in the Vig Church, west 
of Bentley, now known as Grace Lutheran 
Church. Of this marriage four children were 
born — two daughters, Hazel (Mrs. Peter Bobye) 
and Myrtle (Mrs. Arthur Raabis); the boys were 
cordon and Grant, i 








GGranpa Solberg, Hazel, Myele, Gordon and Gra. 


There were many years of hard work. The 
land was heavily wooded and had to be all 
cleared by hand before fields could be made. 
Neighbors at this time were the Rudolf Stopsen 
family to the south (now the Vester Niemi 
place); Ray Harper family to the west later the 
John Saari home); George Kidd family to the 
north and the J. Heikkinen. family to he east. 
Among the others of the close neighbors were the 
Thorkmans, Matt Johnsons, Niemis, Ludwig 
Stopsens, John Lundberg’s, Eric Luomas, Henry 
Johnsons, and Frank Holm. Eventually the 
George Kidd family moved to Smithers, B.C., 
and Mr. Erickson bought their quarter of land 
and also the one belonging to Helkkinens, 

In time the land was ali cleared of the heavy 
timber, and became productive farm land, 
There were good years and bad years, then, as 
now, with the usual risks of hail, frost, etc., for 
some of the years. Wild berries grew in abun 
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dance and with them the winter preserves were 
made, Grain had to be hauled by four-horse 
teams to Kootuk. This was a big job, and was 
mainly done during the winter months, 

In December, 1917, the home was destroyed 
by fire. The Erickson family with two small 
children, escaped with only the clothing they 
were wearing. It was bitterly cold — 30 degrees 
below zero, and the fire was caused by an 
overheated 'stovepipe. Fortunately there were 
close neighbors — the Rudolf Stopsens, where 
the family was able to take shelter from the cold. 
Eventually a log cabin was hauled in and the 
family lived in It until a new house was built the 
following summer. This house was built by the 
Kopsala brothers, and is the home still occupied 

y the eldest son, Gordon, and his family. 








Phylis and Gordon Erickson, Pam, Gail, Jean, Doona, Gwen, 
Joante, Debbie. 





Mr. Erickson was a member of the Alberta 
Wheat Pool, and was one of the earliest people to 
grow Garnet wheat in the area. Mrs. Erickson 
served several years as trustee on the Saima 
School board. She was also a member of the 
U.F.W.A., Sakato Local. This was a very active 
ladies” group, holding ‘chicken suppers, han- 
dicraft activities, quilting, etc, Entertainment 
those days consisted of card parties, box socials, 
and other local activities held at halls and 
schools, or in neighborhood homes. There was no 
TV or radio, so get-togethers were the order of 
the day. 

Fire again took its toll. During haying season 
In the early 1930's the barn was struck by light 
ning. The barn was completely destroyed, as 
well as the year’s supply of hay which had been 
stacked adjacent to the barn. The following year 








‘a new barn was built by Henry Jokinen, and this 
building still stands today. 

Mr. Erickson raised many cattle and built up 
a fine herd of Aberdeen Angus. He also raised a 
fine bunch of Percheron horses. The raising of 
hogs was another of his specialties. He was a 
hard worker, but found enjoyment in his work. 
He continued actively farming until his death on 
May 17, 1937. 


‘THE JAMES W. GRANT FAMILY — by James 
Grant 

‘James Walter Grant and his wife, Nellie May, 
a son, Stanley James, and a daughter, Charlene 
‘Margaret, moved to the Eckville district in the 
summer of 1967, settling on the SW 24-39-3-W5 
which they had purchased from John Potivar in 
the fall of 1960. They moved here from Calgary, 
Alberta, Jim was born at Drumheller, Alberta on 
‘April 29, 1929 to Henry and Margaret (nee 
Littlechilds) Grant. He was educated at 
Drumheller, Alberta and lived there until 1944. 
He then travelled and worked as far east as Port 
Arthur, Ontario, then moved to Calgary, Alber- 
ta. He lived there from 1951 to 1967. 

Nellie was born at Evarts, Alberta, July 22, 
11932 to Joseph and Charlotte (nee Dennis) Brzak. 
She took her education at Gaetz School and lived 
In the Evergreen district until 1951, then moved 
to Calgary and remained there until 1967. 

‘The NW 24-39-3-W5 was purchased from John 
and Leah Ambury in the spring of 1967 and 12 
acres adjoining and belonging to NW 24-39-3-W5 
was purchased from Uno Lindquist's widow in 
the spring of 1970 by the Grants. 

Shella Mae, born December 16, 1969 at Ed- 
monton joined the family on September 14, 1971. 

Jennifer Maureen was born at Eckville and 
joined the family on April 11, 197: 

Stanley graduated from the Eckville High 
School in 1972. He married Suzanne Marie 
Bellerive on November 29, 1975, and they took up 
residence in Calgary, Alberta. 

Charlene is attending the Eckville High 
School, taking grade 10 in 1977 and Sheila is 
attending Eckville Elementary School, taking 
grade two. 





HALSTEIN, FELIX 

‘Twas born in Red Canon, Wyoming February 
29, 1896, My parents were August and Matilda 
Halstein, They were born in Alajarvi, Finland 
and immigrated to the U.S. as young people. 
‘They were married in Aimy, Wyoming in 
September 1892 and later moved to Red Canon 
and then to Belt, Montana. All Tremember of my 
years in the States is that I fell into the creek in 
Belt and almost drowned. On our way to Canada 
all children had to be vaccinated for small pox at 
the border. I heard kids crying and decided to 
skip the treatment. I went and stood outside on 
the train steps. However, I was found and given 
my shot. 

‘On arriving in Red Deer we hired a democrat 
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Wiliam Halstein, Eimer Kalapuas, Felix Halsten, Elmer Hill 
and Lillian Hale a the back 


and team to bring us to the homestead. The 
democrat had a hole in the bottom and my 
brother Bill fell out, He wasn’t missed at first but 
by backtracking he was found, 

After living on the bald prairie, 160 acres of 
trees were a real challenge. One such tree lean- 
ing at an angle made an aerial path between the 
house and well and resulted in lots of torn 
britches. 

One day father came home with a walking 
plow in the wagon. It had just been sharpened. 
Also in the wagon was a cowbell. I climbed into 
the wagon and was jumping and ringing the 
cowbell when I ran into the plow share. My leg 
was badly cut and the tendon severed. Father 
had had Some training in suturing. He sewed up 
the leg but the tendon wasn’t connected. All my 
life T have had a lame foot. 

lll three years of my formal education were 
at Kuusamo. All but two of the families attending 
were Finnish and that is what we spoke until the 
teacher made a ruling that only English was to 
be spoken on the school grounds. Already then 
there was a bilingual issue. One very shy boy 
headed for home every recess and the rest of us 
had to run him down and bring him back. 

‘At the end of grade three I became a full time 
farmer. Among other things father broke other 
peoples oxen for them. A log was fastened to the 
oxen. The driver sat on the log and drove, hoping 
to be out of line of fire when the oxen coughed. If 
the heel flies were bad you were liable to find 
yourself in the middle of a waterhole. 

‘One winter Ed Valli and I went to the States to 
look for work. We got a job in the round house at 
Great Falls doing everything necessary to get 
the engines on the road. I lost that job so we went 
to work on a ranch. Ed looked after the sheep, a 
six days a week job. I fed cattle, a seven days a 
week job, hauling hay into the foothills with a 
wagon, There were steep slopes to navigate and 
coming down hill the only way to prevent a 
runaway was to run into a snowbank. 

‘My wife, Ida May Harju, was born in Grand 
Marols, Michigan, August 29, 1900. Her parents 
were Matt and Sophia Harju who also em- 
migrated from Finland to various parts of the 











ULS.A., then In 1910 to Canada. We were married 
January 12, 1919 and moved to our farm in the 
Saima district SE 16-39-2-W5, that same year. 
Except for one year when we worked at Grenfell, 
Saskatchewan we spent all our married life 
there. 

‘The farm had had several previous owners. It 
had a livable house and some out buildings. Some 
of the land was under cultivation and some in 
bush which was gradually cleared by the elbow 
grease method. Those first years on the farm 
were hard ones. There was little to sell and cash 
for such things as clothes and shoes were hard to 
come by. Food was no problem. Ida was a real 
farmer. Her cows always showed her loving 
care. She raised chickens, too and there were 
always a few pigs. She had a good garden. I 
remember making Millie some moccasins from 
deer hide. 

I had some violin lessons from Rev. Harju 
and enjoyed playing for dances. After my stint in 
Great Falls, I decided to try for my Steam 
Engineers license. With some coaching and my 
experience, I had no trouble getting my license. 
In those days when steam was the important 
power a license was a real asset. 

T have always enjoyed hunting and went out 
every fall and generally got some game. I still 
have all my hunting licenses from the time a 
hunter got a button, then a license which cost 25¢, 
till a few years ago when my foot was so bad I 
could no longer hunt. 








Felix and Ida Helen, 


Ida died suddenly on August 25, 1957. I stayed 
on the farm till 1960 when I sold out to Judge 
Porter. Our house which we had bought in 1950 
and moved In, was sold and moved to Eckville. 
‘The other butidings were demolished. Today a 
landing strip occupies part of the farm. I retired 
to Sylvan Lake and built a new home. 

Our family consisted of Mildred (Leeson) 
born November 1920. She attended Kuusamo 
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school then worked in the Oliver Mental Institu- 
tion and Deerhome where she received a back in- 
jury which meant early retirement. She and Roy 
retired from Red Deer Hospital in 1977 have a 
motor home and plan on travel 

Raymond born in 1922, died in 1925. 

Beite born January, 1941, attended school at 
Sylvan Lake and Eckville, She is also a graduate 
of the Reeves Business College and is now Junior 
Accountant in the bank in Sylvan Lake. She 
‘married Walter Gathercole who is maintenance 
man at the Sylvan Lake School. They have two 
children; Susan a 1976 graduate at Sylvan and 
now employed by an insurance firm in Edmon- 
ton. Rodney, who is attending school at Sylvan 
Lake. 


HARPER, JOHN — by Helen Harper Jewell 

John Harper had the spirit of adventure in his, 
soul. He wanted to raise cattle, and perhaps 
grain, Thus it was that we left our home in 
Roseburg, Oregon, U.S.A. In the early spring of 
1916 John Harper and his son, Raymond, age 20, 
landed at the 12° x 12” depot of Kootuk with three 
ox cars of livestock and household goods. The 
land which my father had obtained, but had not 
yet seen, was the N.W. 25-39-3-W5. The livestock 
were driven to this land but the household goods 
were not unloaded until later, when my mother, 
my sister Della, age 7, and myself, age 16, 
arrived, 

‘The frost was Just melting from the rich earth 
when we arrived, and the mud was unbelievable! 
As we walked behind the load of furniture to 
lessen the pull for the team, our shoes became 
very heavy with the sticky mud, and we found it 
hard to travel. The farm was about five miles 
northeast of Eckville. 

‘The farm had not been misrepresented, but it 
was a sad sight compared to the home which we 
had left in Roseburg, Oregon. The house con- 
sisted of three bedrooms, a living-room, a lean-to 
for a kitchen, pantry, and back porch. It was 
built of logs stuffed with mud and straw and 
banked with horse manure just beginning to 
smell. 

Life was hard for Mother and Dad, with long 
hours of hard work and cold weather for long 
periods of time. We all survived the flu epidemic 
of 1918-1919; with no doctor in the community 
‘Those who became ill either got well or died, on 
thelr own. The nearest doctor was in Red Deer, 
and in those days it would be a two-day trip to get 
a doctor. 

The train stopped at Kootuk three times a 
week, and Its coming always meant "mail day"” 
at the little post office which was a part of the 
drug store at that time. Social life consisted of 
visits to neighbors’ homes, dances held about 
once a monih at different halls in the com- 
munities, and a would-be rodeo once in a while. 
There were no church services of any kind 
available In the area, We did have a piano, 
though, and this provided much pleasure for us. 











Raymond Harper raking hay with a team of mules. 


‘The schoolhouse of one room was centrally 
located for all families. The children, and even 
the teacher, elther walked or rode a horse to get 
to the school. The teacher taught grades from 
one to eight, in addition to being the janitor. He 
(or she) was required to arrive at the school ear- 
ly and make sure that the room was warm before 
the pupils arrived. A large wood heater was used 
for heating purposes. At the close of the school 
day the teacher had to clean up the room in 
readiness for the next school day. At that time a 
girl could teach school after graduating from 
high school. My sister attended school for a 
while. 

Our pioneer life on a Canadian farm was a 
short one. I left in 1919 for Tacoma, Washington, 
to marry Henry Jewell. Because of illness my 
mother came the next year, and soon after that 
my father had an auction sale and he and Della 
came to Tacoma. Raymond was the last to leave, 
ut he didn’t stay long after the rest of the family 
had returned to Washington. Father sold the 
farm to the John Saari family. 

My life in Canada as a young girl was an ex. 
citing adventure with lots of experiences new to 
me. 


JOHN HEIKKINEN FAMILY — by Ted 
Heikkinen 

‘My father, John Henry Heikkinen, was born 
on October 27, 1873 in Ouiulami, Finland. At the 
age of 12 years he left home and travelled to 
Sweden, where he worked in the mines, and then 
later he went on to Russia, When he was 15 years 
old he journeyed to the United States, settling at 
Butte, Montana, where he was employed in the 
mines. It was there that he married Selina Lydia 
Kangas of Butte, Montana, in 1902. 

An injury to his arm in the mine caused him to 
give up mining the next year. He then journeyed 
to Alberta and filed ona homestead two miles 
east of Eckville in 1903. This was NW 24-39-3-W5. 
He then went back to Butte and moved his wife 
and son Jalmer to the homestead in 1904. He was 
able to build a log house and buy one cow. Being 
short of funds, the next three winters he went 
back to Butte to work in the mines. 

Four more children were born on the 
homestead, and all attended Saima school. It 
was during the fall of 1917 that Dad sold his farm 
(or homestead) to John Lundberg. He then 
travelled through Washington, Oregon and 
Idaho, in the United States, seeking a place to 



























Mr. and Mrs. John Heltkinen, Front row: Ted, Pred, Elmer, 
Wayne and Ina 


farm, and finally came back to Canada, settling 
for a time in Manyberries, Alberta. The drought 
hit there and once again he pulled up stakes and 
came to Benalto in 1918, where he bought land 
next to Benalto. He farmed here until he retired 
in 1936, He then leased the land to his boys. Due 
to ill health, he and his wife spent the winters 
with their daughter in Vancouver, B.C. until his 
passing in Benalto, Alta. on December 14, 1940. 
‘My mother, Selina Kangas, was born on 
August 2, 1880 in Finland. She immigrated to the 
United States in her early teens, and worked in 
Massachusetts for a time, living at her brother's 
home. Next she went to Butte, Montana, where 
she settled to work and where she met John 
Heikkinen. They were married in 1902. She came 
to Alberta with her husband and after his death 
she lived on the Benalto farm with her sons. 
Later she married Rudolph Stopsen — in 1943 — 
and continued to live on the farm until 1946, when 
she sold it to Mr. Carl Jenson. They then had a 
house built in Benalto where they resided. Mr 
Stopsen took ill and passed away in 1947 but she 
continued living in Benalto until her passing in 
‘March, 1950. There were five children in the 
family 
Jalmer Heikkinen was born in Butte, Mon- 
tana in March, 1904. Most of his life was spent in 
that area, although he later lived and worked in 
Edmonton. He now resides in the Good 
Samaritan Nursing Home in Edmonton, Alberta. 
Ina (Mrs. Einerd Sundstrom) was born in 
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Eckville in 1906. She was married in Benalto in 
1925, later moving to Edmonton where her hus- 
band was employed. They had two daughters 
and a son born to them there, and upon moving to 
Vancouver, B.C. in the year of 1936 another 
daughter was born. Ina passed away in March of 
1963. Her husband and children all reside in Van- 
couver, B.C. 

Ted Heikkinen (myself) was born in Eckville 
‘on December 18, 1907. I have lived most of my 
life in this area. In June 1936, I married Elsie 
Anderson, the eldest daughter of Charles A. 
Anderson of Manyberries, Alberta. The Ander- 
son family, who were close neighbors of ours 
while in Manyberries, again became neighbors 
when they settled in Benalto next to our farm, 

At the time of our marriage I was a grain 
buyer at Benalto and in 1939 we moved to my 
farm at Codnor (called Oras then) and farmed 
until 1941 when I took carpentry work in Calgary 
We again moved back to Benalto in 1946 where 
we still reside. We were blessed with three boys 
and three girls. Robert was born in 1938 and 
married Rose Whitford of Calgary in 1968. ‘They 
still live in Calgary and have a son and a 
daughter. Russell was born in 1941 and married 














The Heikkinen Family. Left to right: Bob, Russell, Donna 
‘Waters, Linda, Elie, Ted, Dense Hubl and Dick, 








Elaine Brown of Calgary in 1971. They have a son 

\d they live in Calgary. Donna (Mrs. John 
Watters) was born in 1940 and married in 1958. 
She has a son and four daughters and they live in 
Joffre, Alberta. 

Richard, who was born in 1944, married 
Gloria Baraniuk of Calgary in 1968. They live in 
Whitecourt, Alberta and have three daughters. 

Linda was born in 1947, but has not married, 
having chosen a career instead. She is a 
Registered Nurse in Kelowna Hospital in B.C. 
However, she will be spending the year of 1977 in 
Australia. 

Denise was born in 1951. She is now Mrs. Allan 
Hubl of Eckville. She and Allan were married in 
1971 and now have a daughter and a son 

Fred Heikkinen was married in 1936 to Effie 
Louis of Sylvan Lake. They had four sons and 
two daughters. Fred farmed and drilled wells in 
this area for a time then moved to Drumheller to 
work In the mines. He passed away in 1972. His 
wife still resides at Drumheller. 

Wayne Heikkinen married Dorothy Berch of 
Edmonton in 1942 and had a family of two sons 
and a daughter. Wayne farmed for a time then 
operated his own service station in Benalto. He 
sold out this business and moved to Edmonton in 
the 1950's. He was employed as a welder until his 
passing in February of 1975. His wife still lives 
and works in Edmonton. 

‘The threshing days were fun in the early 
days. Dad would stack the grain bundles as you 
couldn't get it threshed in the stooks. The Langer 
steam thresher would arrive at night and we 
children were allowed to stay up late to watch it 
come. What a thrill it was to see the old steam 
engine throw sparks way up in the sky. 

‘The housewives were supremely busy at that 
time, serving the best of meals for that hungry 
crew, and they would exchange visits with each 
other as they exchanged help in the kitchen. We 
had coffee, which was traditionally a real treat 
for the children. 

‘My mother purchased a fancy set of dishes 
when she worked out in Butte, Moritana, and she 
was very proud to use them upon request, at the 
Baptismal ceremony of her son Fred and Laimi 








Hill and others, held jointly at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs, Jack Hill. In those days there were no 
churches, and a travelling minister, Pastor F. E. 
Uhde, of the Evangelical Lutheran denomina- 
tion, performed the Baptisimals. 

After that function, on our way home in a 
wagon and two newly broken horses, we 
proceeded toward a small bridge across a creck 
at Dad’s and Charlie Thorkman’s corner (built 
up since) and Dad, being a green driver, the 
horses bolted into a runaway and missed the 
bridge at the bottom. The wagon upset and all of 
the dishes were broken. Naturally, Mother was 
very upset over this, and claimed it was the most 
depressing thing of the homestead days, as there 
wasn’t any money to replace them. 

‘One Christmas we were looking forward to 
attending our school concert at Salma School, as 
pupils. Since we were taking part in the concert 
Wwe were all dressed and ready to go when Mother 
took sick. (She was expecting.) So It was out of 
the question for us to go as Dad had to get help 
for her. We were very disappointed, of course, as 
we had looked forward to it all year. 

A mid-wife by the name of Melita Johnson 
was summoned from Sylvan Lake. She and her 
husband had homesteaded one-half mile north of 
Benalto along highway no. 11, on the spot where 
later Melita school stood. Mr. Johnson donated 
the land for the school yard, and the school was 
named for his wife. 

Mrs, Johnson determined that there wasn't 
much she could do for Mother, and that a doctor 
was needed. Dad phoned our neighbor, Jack Hill, 
to come and fetch the horse and cutter and go 
and get a doctor from Bentley, which he did. 
However, the Bentley doctor was out in the coun- 
try on an emergency call. Dad then phoned Dr. 
Richard Parsons in Red Deer. He promised to 
leave at once, but in the meantime a blizzard 
came up. In ‘spite of the weather the doctor 
arrived in the early morning, and saved my 
mother’s life. How many doctors these days 
would be that courageous, with a car, let alone a 
team of horses, in an open cutter and in a bliz- 
zard! We have never ceased thanking Dr. Par- 
sons for this kind and humane act. 

One incident comes to my mind. When a 
covered wagon got stuck in front of our 
homestead house, the oxen just wouldn’t move. 
The driver beat them cruelly with a bull whip, 
but to no avail. Finally he unhitched them and 
asked us for some hay and water for them. The 
next morning they walked away with the wagon, 
‘as much to say “Rest and fodder brings results.”” 

We attended school at Saima until the spring 
of 1918 when we left the district and I remember 
only that the teacher we had then was Miss 
Quigley. 

‘Mother was the official coffee-maker at social 
functions in those days of copper boiler ‘‘coffee 
pots”. Fish mulligan picnics were favorite out: 
Ings at Palm’s shore, or Palm Bay, as it was 
called, enjoyed by relatives and neighbors alike. 
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Blueberries were plentiful in these areas In 
the early days, but disappeared when land was 
being cultivated and it became necessary to 
travel further west, past Rocky Mountain House 
over the Saskatchewan River on the ferry, for 
the blueberries and cranberries that grew wild 
all over that area. In berry-picking season the 
hillsides would just be covered with crowds of 
people of all ages, and picnic lunches were the 
order of the day. 

Late fall and winter was, and still is, an ex- 
citing time for the men folk. They were busy 
preparing for their hunting expeditions to the 
West Country, such as Saunders and Nordegg. 
Most hunters ‘would come home with loads of 
‘moose and deer meat, decorated with horns and 
antlers of all sizes. 

Ted passed away Aug. 9, 1977 at the age of 69 
years and Is buried in the Kuusamo cemetery. 





HEINO, EMIL — by Sylvia Thorkman 

Emil Heino came from Butte, Montana where 
he worked in the copper mines. He came to 
Canada and homesteaded the NW. 36-39-35, 
later selling this homestead and buying the NW 
6-40-25 jointly with Ludwig Stopsen. 

Emil, was a bachelor, who instructed a gym 
group at the Young People’s Hall for a number of 
years. 

selling his land to Ed Lilkala he went to live 
with his sister in Ontario, where he passed away. 





HILL, MR. AND MRS. ELMER 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Hill (Ida Talson) resided 
on S.W. 20-29-2-W5. Their two daughters 
attended Saima School. Helen passed away in 
1956 and Elvie is now living in Sylvan Lake, 
Alberta. 


HILL, EMIL FAMILY 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Emil Hill, having both left their 
birthpiace, Finland, in their early youth, lived in 
Coleman for about 25 years, where Mr. Hill was 
injured in a coal-mining accident. This left him 
crippled for life, and being unable to work, he 
was awarded a meager monthly disability pen- 
Emil had a brother Jack, who, with his fami- 
ly, lived on a farm near Eckville, and they had 
visited them on a few occasions. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hill decided to move into the Eckville district, 
with their two youngest sons, Onnie and Bill, and 
their little granddaughter, Vivien. They 
purchased a small acreage about 1931, on the 
west shore of Sylvan Lake, from Mr. and Mrs. 
John Johnson. Their eldest son, Tom, remained 
in Coleman, where he and his family still reside, 
and their daughters, Mamie and Elma, were by 
now on thelr own. Mamie (Mrs. Walter Johnson) 
later moved on the farm near her parents. 
Their son Onnie, died in 1937, at the age of 22 
years, after a long illness. Bill finished his public 
‘School education at Saima school, and later 
joined the Irish Fusiliers during the war. After 

















living for some time in Vancouver and Toronto, 
he settled in Calgary, where he has resided with 
his family for over 25 years. 

Vivien also attended Saima School and recalls 
a scare the pupils had when It became known 
that a bear had been seen in the wooded area 
bordering the road to school. Hence it was a 
relief to pupils and parents alike when it was shot 
by Charlie Vianen while it was raiding Charlie's 
ice house where he kept his cream. This incident 
created a great deal of excitement in the district. 
Vivien moved to Red Deer, and later to Calgary, 
where she attended Normal School. She then 
taught at near-by schools until she went to Costa 
Rica to teach in an American Banana Company 
— owned community. Here she met and married 
Robert Bliss and has lived with her husband and 
two daughters in Dearborn, Michigan, U.S.A. for 
the past 25 years. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Hill sold their lakeside property 
to the Y.W.C.A. and bought a house in Eckville, 
about 1950. Their grandson, Kevin Mullen, had 
stayed with them from time to time in his early 
years while his mother worked as a nurse in the 
Eckville Hospital and later in an Edmonton 
hospital. 'Then he stayed with them again in town 
while attending high school and while he worked 
in Jenkins’ Store in Eckville, and always 
remained an especially welcome guest at his 
grandparents’ home after he moved to Calgary. 

‘Mr. Hill passed away in 1962 and Mrs. Hill 
moved into an apartment adjoining that of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Hill shortly after. Then, when 
Sylvan Lake Senior Citizens’ Lodge opened in 
1967, she and her sister-in-law became two of the 
first residents there. Mrs. Hill enjoyed life at the 
Lodge very much, declaring that every day 
seemed like Sunday. She had a bubbling sense of 
humor, which her tribulations, illness and the 
death of her husband and two children did not 
diminish. Unfortunately, she did not have much 
time to enjoy her life at the Lodge, as she passed 
away In August, 1969 after about six months in 
hospital in Eckville and Red Deer. Her eldest 
daughter, Mamie (Mrs. Walter Johnson) 
predeceased her in July, 1966, and Elma (Mrs. 
Roy Moore) passed away In Calgary in August, 
1974, 














HOLMEN, MELVIN — by Eileen Holmen 

Melvin’ Clarence, third son of Morris and 
Clara (Vig) Holmen was born in Bentley, Alber- 
ta, April 8, 1928, Melvin attended school at the 
Sunset school. After his schooling he helped his 
father on the family farm in the Sunset district 
west of Bentley. Later he went to work In the 
Lochart district for Ernest Hawkins, This is 
where he met Eileen Lillian McFadden, the 
eldest daughter of Angus and Lillian (Holland) 
McFadden of Hespero, Alberta. 

Eileen was born in Red Deer, September 12, 
1935. She attended school at Daisy Nook, Red 
Deer and Condor. On September 17, 1954 Melvin 
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and Eileen were marrried in the St. 
Presbyterian Church in Eckville. 

After their marriage Melvin and Eileen 
moved back to the Lockhart district, later mov- 
ing to the A. B. Harstad farm in the Stevenson 
district where Melvin worked as a farm hand, 
This is where their first child, Clarke Morris, 
was born on August 12, 1955. At this time Melvin 
was working at a saw mill west of Rocky Moun- 
tain House, where he was injured, Due to his in- 
Juries the family moved to Edmonton so that 
Melvin could take therapy. The family lived in 
Edmonton for four years. When Melvin had 
recovered from his injuries he went to work for 
Welller-Williams at their feed lot in North Ed- 
monton. While home for the Christmas holiday 
their second son, Glen Melvin, was born in the 
Bentley hospital on December 22, 1957. 

‘The family decided to move back to Eckville 
where Melvin and his cousin, Gordon Vig, 
started the “Vig and Holmen’ Painting and 
Decorating” business, which was in operation 
for four years — until Gordon and his family 
moved to British Columbia. 

On October 20, 1961 Melvin and Eileen were 
blessed with a baby girl, Diane Lillian, 

Soon the family moved one mile north, three 
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miles east and one mile north of Eckville, to the 
late Wayne Stopsen property, which they rented 
for five years. Later they purchased an acreage 
one-half mile south, the NE 24-39-3-W5. At this 
time Melvin was working for Art Lutz, clearing 
right-of-ways for Calgary Power. Upon the death 
of Art Luiz, Melvin purchased the business, 
which is now known as Holmen and Son 
Construction Ltd. 

Clarke married Donna Delbridge of Bentley 
on August 24, 1973 and they have a daughter, 
Toni Marie. They reside in the Eckville Trailer 
Court, 

Glen resides in Red Deer, Alberta, and Diane 
is still at home and Is attending high school in 
Eckville, 

IGNATIUS, George and Olga 

George Edward Ignatius was born August 20, 
1896, at Antracite, a small mining town, five 
miles east of Banff, where his father worked in a 
coal mine. The famnily left Antracite for Butte, 
Montana, U.S.A. where his mother operated a 
boarding house. After the death of his father, his 
mother thought it wise to leave the big city with 
the children, and return to Canada in hopes of 
finding a homestead where she could raise the 
family. 

George arrived at the homestead site, SW 18. 
39-2-W5, at the tender age of nine years, with his 
mother, two brothers and two sisters, in the year 
1905, 

‘Even though the children were very young, it 
was necessary for them to help in one way or 
another. George chose to help his mother fence 
the quarter. 

‘At the age of ten, George went to work for a 
farmer, Charles Urich, west of Bentley. There he 
worked on the threshing crew, cutting the twine 
from the bundles as they were fed into the 
threshing machine. 

Supplementing ‘the farm income, George 
worked at the coal mines in Nordegg and 
assisted in clearing more land on the home 
place. 

At the age of 28, in the early 1920's, just prior 
to his marriage George purchased the adjoining 
quarter, SW 19-39-2-W5, from Henry Talson. 








‘Money was difficult to borrow from banks, 
and George did not have sufficient funds to get 
married. Rudolph Stopsen kindly lent him $350 to 
defray the expenses. He was united in marriage 
to Olga Mary Huhtala, aged 21, July 13, 1925, in 
the United Church in Red Deer by the Rev. 
Churchill. She was the eldest daughter of Abram 
and Mary Huhtala, born February 10, 1904 at her 
home, one mile west of Benalto. Olga took her 
schooling at Melita. Education was difficult for 
her as she had to assist on the farm during the 
spring to fall months, leaving only the winter 
months for school attendance. 





(Og and George Ignatius - 1925 


One of her summer daily duties consisted of 
rounding up the cattle on horseback. Due to the 
lack of fences, there were miles and miles of 
open land for the cattle to graze on. Very often 
some would stray away from the herd, causing 
many tiring days of searching. Many times Olga 
reminisces about an Incident happening while in 
search of cattle. 

Daisy, her horse, being a highly spirited one, 
sensed a car following on highway 11 and wished 
to stay in the lead. This it did for approximately 
three quarters of a mile, when Olga decided to 
leave the highway and turn off on a side road. 
‘The car also came to a halt and informed her 
thus, “Young lady you are now in the movies." 
‘The men in the car had been taking movies of 
their faultless performance. 

Hurdle jumping was known in those days, for 








many a time she and the neighbor children 
jumped the fences with their horses. Olga being 
of a determined nature, kept in step, working 
alongside any man. 

She was interested in dramatics, devoting her 
spare time to acting and taking a role in Finnish 
plays which were performed at the local halls, 
Elspeth, Liberty, Codnor (Oras) and Eckville. 

During the winters of 1922, 23, 24, she was 
employed at the Sylvan Lake Hotel, owned by 
Mr. Hazelwood. It was situated on the north west 
corner of Main Street and also, she worked at a 
cafe situated where the Mayfair Store now 
stands. She received wages of $15 a month. 

George brought his bride to his mother's 
home where they lived for two years. A 
daughter, Edith Helen, was born to them in 1926, 
Christmas Eve, 1927, they moved into their new 
home which was a’ frame building with four 
rooms, approximately 20 feet by 24 feet. This was 
a pleasant Christmas gift, which brought them 
much enjoyment. Slowly the farmstead became 
a reality, barns, shop, chicken coop, and the Fin- 
nish Sauna were erected, hewn from logs and cut 
off their own land. 

‘Those were the days when a dollar was a 
doliar. When Olga and George erected thelr first 
house, in 1927, the following budget was kept, 
showing the cost of building a four room 
bungalow: Cement — $10.00 Nails — $17.35 
Lumber — $217.25 Doors and windows — $41.10 
lightning rods — $35.00 storm windows — $42.00 
locks and hinges — § 9.45 shingles — $30.00 
plaster, brick and lime $62.25 finishing lumber — 
$68.45 window stops — $1.00 paint and varnish — 
$47.00 labor — $172.60 casings — $5.35 screens — 
$5.00 storm doors — $6.00 flooring ‘and building 
Paper — $17.25 miscellaneous — $44.40. The total 
was $832.05. 

Hazel Eilleen Ignatius was born April 16, 1929, 
at her home, taking her elementary grades at the 
Saima School, going to Red Deer High for Grade 
10, then upon the opening of the Composite High 
(1947-48) she attended there for Grade 11, In Gc. 
tober 1951 she was employed at the Provincial 
‘Training School, Red Deer until May 1953, when 
she resigned, due to the death of her father. Help. 
ing her mother on the farm for two years, she 
assisted in skidding logs, which were later hewn 
to make approximately 50,000 board feet of 
lumber. Early in 1956 she found employment in 
the poultry division — Alpha Plant in Red Deer. 
December first, 1957, a new Institution opened, 
by the name of Deerhome. Hazel has worked 
there for the last 20 years. She was one of the 
{first on the payroll and has held her position up to 
the present time (1957-77). She makes her home 
mainly with her mother and step-father at 
Sylvan Lake. In 1976 she accompanied her 
mother to her Grandmother's homeland, 
Finland. While overseas, she visited the USSR 
and Estonia. She enjoys travelling, fishing and 
efsure camp outs, 

Existence was a struggle during the thirties. 
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Livestock, especially hogs, were valueless, hard- 
ly worth hauling to market into Benalto, All were 
slaughtered, rendered into lard for soap making 
and the meat was fed to the chickens. Bacon was 
made at home, and stored in grain bins which 
kept the moisture away, 

Grain was worthless as well. Oats, even when 
there was a market, brought a price of three to 
four cents a bushel. Wheat priced at 18 cents and 
barley at four cents a bushel, so they obtained 
their own flour from the wheat ground at the 
Lacombe Flour Mills, 

Olga was a keen gardener, having a large 
garden, raising all their own vegetables in- 
cluding tomatoes and cucumbers. Fresh fruit 
was not obtained from the stores, but grown in 
the garden, namely raspberries and 
strawberries. Going to pick cranberries, 
huckleberries and blueberries was the main out: 
Ing of the season, and as one might say ““The holi- 
day of the Year". She also created a natural 
technique for baking bread, always baking her 
own even to this day at the age of 73, ll clothes 
were home made; stockings and mittens were 
knit for the family. 

George was sports minded, listening to 
hockey and baseball over the battery radio, also 
an ardent hunter and fisherman, bringing in an 
abundance of fish and wild game to supplement 
the food supply which was either smoked or 
canned. 

George also served as councillor for the 
‘Municipal District of Lorne in the years 1938. 
1941. 

Winter, too, had its labors to be done, 
Firewood had to be cut, sawed into blocks, split, 
and stored. Wood was the only source of fuel used 
in the cook stove, and heating the home. One can 
remember slaving over the stove, heating water 
in the copper boiler, with four sad irons strewn 
around heating for ironing to be done, and a few 
cluttered cooking utensils, room always seemed 
to be at a premium. 

Water in those days came, not from the tap, 
but had to be hand pumped, carried in pails for 
household consumption. Springs were an asset to 
any family. This made the watering of livestock 
easier, otherwise water had to be pumped by 
hand, 

‘Their Model T Ford car obtained in 1927, was 
certainly a luxury, shortening the time required 
to get from one point to another, even though en 
Joyment was experienced from the horse and 
buggy days. 

Roads were no super race tracks; in marshy 
places corduroy roads were made by laying 
poles side by side and covering them with dirt. 
Construction had to be done carefully, laying the 
poles close to one another, for if a horse would 
sink through, broken bones would result. Im- 
provements came later. High grading was done 
ast their place in 1952. 

One did not flick a switch for light, but had to 
depend on the natural source of the sun, resulting 











in the long working day, from dawn to dusk. The 
kerosene lamp and lanterns were the only source 
of light until 1943 when they purchased their own 
Delco Plant; this supplied their electricity for 
light, washing clothes and ironing. In the year 
1949 Calgary Power came to the rescue, string- 
ing their lines for the needed energy. This was 
the beginning of the Push Button Age. 

‘The telephone added to the luxury of living, 
each farmer supplied his own poles. A number of 
hours were spent visiting over the party lines 
with each other, drawing neighbors closer 
together. 

‘Those were the times of the tall narrow 
“Creamer Can”. This had a tap on the bottom 
which allowed the skim milk to flow out and the 
cream remained in the can. The hand turned 
separator was mostly used, separating the 
cream from the milk. This was brought to the 
Eckville Creamery for sale, later replaced by 
the “Milk Delivery” driven by Vince Bell to the 
Alpha Plant in Red Deer. Eight gallon milk cans 
‘carried the fluid supply. 

Accumulation of machinery was slowly 
building up. George bought his caterpillar trac. 
tor in 1938. During the summer months he did 
custom work, breaking the virgin soil for 
neighbors. 

With the onset of fall, came the time for 
harvest, which meant cutting the grain with the 
binder drawn by horses, or the “‘Cat’', operated 
by two men, one on the binder, and one on the 
tractor. Stooking usually was done by Olga and 
George, seldom a hired hand was obtained for 
assistance. 

Harvest was a very enjoyable time of the year 
as one saw the threshing machine followed by 
eight teams, one then knew his yearly produce 
would soon be safely stored. Threshing of the 
crop was done by Olva and Bill Huhtala, in later 
years by Clarence Anderson, and Oiva Huhtala, 
also Martin Delaney of Leslieville. The crews 
usually consisted of 12 men. 

Preparation for food for the crew meant 
several days work for the woman folk, including 
baking bread, cookies, cakes, biscuits, and pies. 

‘Trucking of the grain to the Wheat Pool 
Elevators in Benalto was done by Henry Johnson 
and Albert Johnson, both of Benalto. 

‘The family lived in thelr small house till 1942, 
when they built an addition, thus increasing the 
size to 44x28". 

In the year 1946, their daughter Edith 
married Ray Niemala, thus the couple gained a 
son. A year later they became the proud grand- 
parents of Dorinda Marlene Niemela, born 
March 23, 1947, followed two years later by a 
grandson ‘Terrance Raymond (Terry) Niemela, 
born July 12, 1949. 

‘The advancement of the machinery age eased 
the burden, as the swather and combine replaced 
the binder and threshing machines. Harvest 
time saw custom work done by Ray Niemela, 











Clarence Anderson and later by the Psikla 
Brothers, 

‘Tragedy struck the family when George 
passed away May 17, 1953 at the age of 57 years. 
He is buried in the Kuusamo Cemetery. 

Farming had to go on, and with the aid of her 
daughter, Hazel, and hired help, Olga capably 
managed the farm to the year 1955. 

December 22, 1955, Olga married Andy Har- 
vilow. They farmed together until selling their 
farms, Olga sold to Ted Sailor in 1963, retaining 
the oil rights on SW 19-39-2-W5, Andy to Toimi 
‘Tolonen. They then retired to Sylvan Lake. They 
resided in Andy's cottage on Lakeshore Drive 
during the construction of their home on 47A 
Avenue, moving into their new home for Christ- 
mas 1963, 

Oiga nursed her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Raunio in her home for a number of 
years, until their deaths in 1971 and 1974; her 
mother, Mrs. Raunio is buried in the Kuusamo 
Cemetery, her step-father in the Pine Grove 
Cemetery, Rocky Mountain House, beside his 
former wite. 

‘The year 1972 was eventful as a great-grand- 
daughter, Bonnie Marie Hietala, was born 
March 14, followed by a great-grandson, Trevor 
Lee Hietala, born June 18, 1973. Later arrived 
another great-granddaughter Karri-Lynn Alane 
Niemala, on August 14, 1974. 

In the year 1976, Olga, accompanied by her 
daughter Hazel, visited her Mother's birthplace 
in Finland, also visiting a sister-in-law and three 
nieces in the USSR and Estonia. 

Olga has gained numerous friends through 
the Syivan Lake Fish and Game Association and 
the Friendship Club. Gardening and Leisure 
camping are still her most enjoyable pastimes. 


‘THE IGNATIUS FAMILY 

Mrs. Anna (Ignatius) Knuttila came to settle 
in the Eckville district in March, 1905, choosing 
NW, 18-39-2-W5 as her homestead. It’had been 
filed’ on previously, but not proved up, and had 
reverted to the crown. That was one case in 
which the government had won, in the sardonic 
old joke of the time that the government bets ten 
dollars to 160 acres that you can’t make a living 
there for three years. The place, therefore, 
already boasted a leaky log shack and a six-acre 
field, But, to its new aspirant, its greatest asset 
and lure was a beautiful spring of clear, ice-cold 
water that came bubbling out of the side of a hill 
near the middle of the quarter. Here was the 
ideal place for their first house and farmyard; 
water, she had been told, was sometimes a 
problem in this country, and the existence of this 
little stream was the clincher in deciding where 
to locate. 

She was left a widow while living in Butte, 
‘Montana, and decided that a rough mining town 
was no place to bring up her family of five. 
Better to move to a homestead, where the boys 
would be busy clearing land, plowing, haying, 


and harvesting, rather than chasing around with 
the gangs of toughs in a mining town. And this 
decision she was never to regret, despite all the 
hardships, poverty and deprivation involved in 
the slow, back-breaking job of carving a farm 
out of the wilderness. 

‘The family ranged in age from Mary, the 
eldest, who was 15, to George, aged five years. 
Between were Jessie, 12, Martin, ten, Waino, 
eight, and George, ‘the’ youngest, five. The 
mother had first come from Finland to the 
United States in 1894, to Ishpeming, Michigan, 
then moving to the state of Washington, and later 
to Anthracite, near Banff, where the youngest 
son, George, was born, the only Canadian-born 
member ot the family. Later, they all moved 
back to the States, to Butte, Montana, from 
where the final move to the homestesd was 
made. 





‘ery member of the family remained to 
become permanent residents of the area. Mary 
was married to Mr. G. K. Delaney, and had one 
daughter, Ingrid, (Mrs. Oiva Huhtala), and a 
son, Mr. Martin Delaney, formerly of Leslieville, 
now of Red Deer. Mary later married Mr. Otto 

il, and had two daughters — Irene (Mrs. H. 
Stovra of Victoria, B.C.), and Ruth, now living in 
Red Deer. 

Jessie Ignatius, the second daughter, lived all 
her life around Benalto and Sylvan Lake. She 
died in 1971 

‘The oldest son, Martin, died in 1917, at the age 
of 24 years. 








Back row: Mary and Waino, Front row: Martin, George, Mes. 
‘Aana Ignatius, and Jes 
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ino Ignatius farmed for many years at 
Eckville. He married Matilda Talson, a member 
of another well-known pioneer family, and they 
had one son, Martin, and one daughter, Esther. 
Martin lived all his life on the family farm until 
his death in 1974. Their daughter, Esther (Mrs. 
Glen Marshall) now lives in Bentley. Waino now 
makes his home inthe Senior Citizens’ Lodge at 
acombe. 

George, the youngest son, took over his 
mother’s original homestead and continued to 
farm it until his death in 1953. He married the 
former Olga Huhtala, and their two daughters, 
Edith (Mrs. Ray Niemela) and Hazel, now of 
Sylvan Lake, are ife-ong residents of the eom- 
munity. 

Life on the homestead in the early years of the 
century demanded courage, hard work, and 
resourcefulness: survival was not guaranteed by 
the welfare provisions of a benevolent govern 
ment in those days. '“Trust in God, and keep your 
bowels open” was one old-timer’s recipe for sur- 
vival. Under primitive conditions, how do a 
widow and her five children cope? Well, she 
spends the last of her precious dollars to buy a 
few milk cows. Then she can make butter and ex. 
change it for what few groceries she cannot 
produce on her own land — sugar, coffee, salt 
and such essential — and have plenty of milk and 
meat. Vegetables she could grow for herself, 
But, to get ahead, some way must be found to 
earn a bit of money if the farm is to progress. 
“Cash flow” was an unheard-of thing in those 
days. Mary, the oldest, though only 15 years old, 
found employment at ‘the Alberta Hoiel in Red 
Deer. That helped a little. And soon Jessie and 
the boys went to work for a farmer at Rainy 
Creek, a Mr. Uhrich, for the summer. 

During the winter, Waino remembers getting 
employment as a freighter’s helper, hauling 
supplies from Red Deer to Killick’s store at old 
Eckville, a mile north of the present townsite, 
well before the railroad was built west of Red 
Deer. He recalls one particular trip when he was 
driving his team of oxen with a load of supplies, 
following his employer, who was in the lead. “He 
warned me to watch carefully when we were 
crossing the muskegs, not to get my wagon 
stuck.”” But travel by ox-team is slow and boring 
for a young lad, and he dozed off. 

“When I woke up, I realized we were stopped 
— stuck fast in the middle of a mud-hole. When 
my boss realized I was no longer following, he 
guessed what had happened, and it meant com- 
ing back, unhitching his team, pulling the wagon 
out onto hard ground, thus losing a lot of time. 
What he called me was not very flattering, and 
not expressed in the most polite language.” 

Oxen, however, were not widely used by the 
homesteaders of the area; horses provided the 
settlers’ motive power. To be a good horseman 
was a matter of pride, and every family had its 
favorite horse or team. For the Ignatius family it 
was Prince, a beautiful light gelding, too blond to 




















be called a sorrel, with white mane and tail. He 
was the one most frequently used for trips to 
town and for neighborhood visiting. “Prince and 
the buggy" was an equipage familiar to 
everyone in the community for many years. He 
was foaled by the first mare the family obtained 
to establish the herd of horses required on the 
farm, 

Neighbors and the spirit of neighborly 
dependence helped pioneer families in many 
ways, not just in exchanging work and helping 
out in emergencies, but in the simple matter of 
friendly soclalizing’so necessary to create a feel- 
ing of community. The family still recalls the 
names of close neighbors who shared thelr 
problems — and their triumphs — in those early 

ys. Among those who lived nearest were the 






ly later lived), A. Hyvonen, R. Stopsen, T. 
Thorkman, Jacob Hill, and Peter Toivonen. With 
the exception of the Pesola family, all remained 
to become permanent residents. 


IGNATIUS, WAINO 

Waino Ignatius was born in Ispeming, 
‘Michigan in 1895 and came to Eckville district 
from Butte, Montana In 1905, with his mother 
(Mrs, Anna Maria Ignatius) and two brothers, 
Martin and George, and two sisters, Mary and 
Jessie. 





Wiaino tenatius Family. Esther, Waino, Mahila holding Patsy 
Nolan, Marin, 





farmed on N,W. 19-39-2-W5 for a number of 
years. Mrs. Mathilda Ignatius passed away in 
i954. They had two children, Martin Carl, who 
passed away in January 1974, at the age of 49, 
and Esther Ethel, who is living in Bentley, Alber- 
ta, and is married to Glenn Marshall formerly of 
Rimbey and Tees. 

Mr. Ignatius also has three grandsons, Jack 
Gerald and James MeCrindle, also of Bentley. At 
the present time he is residing at the Senior 
Citizens’ Lodge at Lacombe, Alberta. 































































Fred Talson, Waino Igntis, Pte Kopsala and Susie Talson. 


JAHELKA FAMILY 

Annie (Wine) Jahelka moved to Nordegg, 
Alberta In 1925 with her family and attended 
‘school there. On September 10, 1927 she married 
Charles Jahelka at Red Deer and Charles 
worked at the mines. A son, Norman Charles, 
was born. Later they moved to Bentley district 
and worked on various farms. They lived in a lit- 
tle house on the Louis Psikla farm and Norman 
attended Saima School. Later Norman stayed 
with the John Saari family while his parents 
worked at the Saari saw mill near Rocky Moun- 
tain House. Mr. Jahelka passed away in 1945. 

In 1950 Norman married Verna Potf of Red 
Deer and they have two daughters, Judy and Jill. 
He has worked for the City of Red Deer since 1947 
in the electrical department. 

‘Annie now lives in Bentley and her brother, 
Joe Maister, is living with her. 


JARVI, JOHN — as told to Sylvia Thorkman 

‘John Jarvi was born in Finland, and had no 
known kin at the time of his death. He owned the 
NW 30-30-2-WS5. He was a bachelor and lived with 
his cats. A small swinging door had been made 
purposely on the wall of his house to allow the 
cats to travel in and out at will. When a stranger 
approached the house cats scattered in through 
the opening, right into the cellar. The cellar door, 
always ajar, answered two purposes — for the 
cats to travel down, and when John aimed with 
his tobacco juice he could hit the target every 
time. 

John was a very likeable fellow and able 
story-teller. His small log shack was a favorite 
place for neighboring teen-agers on week ends. 
He was always prepared to relate his humorous 
stories, but before he was able to get on with the 
story he took out his snuff box, some of the snuff 
was poured on the lid, then he flipped the brown 
spicy snuff into his mouth. This was a special art, 
and amused the visitors. He was a veteran of the 
‘Turkish War and always carried a gun on his 
travels, so was nicknamed Sota Uusi. 


John spent his final years in a small house on 
the north shore of Sylvan Lake. He passed in 1930 
and is buried in the Bentley Cemetery. 


JOHNSON, JOHN FAMILY — by Annie Luoma 
John and Margaret Johnson were both born 
and raised in Finland. They raised a family of 
four sons, Alex, Matt, Pavo, Fred and one 
daughter, Ottilia: The Johnsons and their young 
family immigrated to Diamondville, Wyoming, 
and later to the Saima district where 

they iomesteaded SE 30-39-2-W5. The family 
name in Finland was Harju, which was changed 














Mr. and Mes, Joba Johnson, 


Ottilia married Erick Luoma, who 
homesteaded one and one half miles north of her 
Parents’ farm. They raised a family of 12 
children, 

‘Alex farmed NE 12.39-3-W5. Prior to farming 
in the area Alex's wife and family died as a 
result of a disease. 

Fred died in a shipwreck while serving in the 
Finnish Merchant Navy. 

Pavo died in a mine disaster in Diamondville, 
Wyoming, U.S.A. 

John was an avid fisherman. He always 
fished on the same shore on Sylvan Lake, He 
cleared a path to and from the lake, where he 
could often be seen bringing home his bountiful 
catch. This shore soon became known as John 
son's Shore. It is located just north of the late 
Charles Donaldson property 

‘Margaret was always busy spinning wool and 
knitting 

In 1907 the Saima School was built on the 
southeast corner of the Johnson homestead. 

The homestead was later given to their son 
Matt, who had it for a short time. The farm is 


ons 


now owned by Mildred and Vester Niemi, and the 
school site is owned by Dale and Valerié Smith. 

Matt homesteaded the SE 34.39-3.W5, and 
later bought the NW 19-39-3-W5, which is present- 
ly owned by the Wayne Ignatius family. 

In 1906 Matt married Hulda Talson, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Talson, who 
also had immigrated to Canada from Rock 
Springs, Wyoming, U.S.A. Matt and Hulda 
farmed extensively, renting additional land, and 
he employed several men throughout the years. 
He had one of the first gas tractors, owned and 
operated a case steamer and thresher, and for a 
few winters he operated a sawmill in the Rocky 
Mountain House area. 

Matt was the district ‘thandy-man”. He 
pulled teeth whenever someone had a tooth ache 
and wished an extraction. He did surgical work 
on horses, and was skilled in blacksmith and 
carpenter work. He could ride brones and break 
horses, and was good to the animals. 

After Matt bought the NW 27-39.3-W5 the 
children attended the Eckville School. He and 
Hulda raised a family of 14 children, 


WALTER JOHNSON FAMILY HISTORY—by 
Lowell 

Walter Olof Johnson was born May 12, 1903, in 
Calumet, Michigan. Early in his childhood, the 
family moved to Butte, Montana, where his 
father had obtained employment as a miner. 
Walt was enrolled in Harrison School in Butte 
and completed Grades 1 to 4, 

In early 1912, the family came to the Eckville 
area. Wait attended school along with rabbit 
shooting and threshing. He was described by his 
classmates as an extremely good student. Unfor- 
tunately for him, one room country schoois in the 
Benalto area did not go beyond Grade 8, which he 
completed in 1918. 

Walt left home at an early age to seek fortune 
and adventure in the west coast lumber camps. 
Even in his later years he spun tales of the ex- 
citing times he had as a young lumberjack in 
Portland, Oregon, 

Gradually, Wait developed roots and began to 
farm. He built a house on NE 20-39-2W5 of Sylvan 
Lake where he met his future wife, Mamie Hl. 
‘They were married August 15, 1944, and later 
had two children, Carolyn and Lowell. After a 
lengthy iliness, Mamie passed away in 1966, 

A few years later, the travelling bug got to 
Walt again and he spent much of his spare time 
in Europe and Asia. These trips provided Walt 
with tales to share with the Eckville Co-op coffee 
shop crowd where he and his friends shared a 
morning cup. 

Farming continued to be a part of Walt’s life 
until he passed away in 1977. Ironically, he was 
buried on his birthday. Walter and Mamie are 
buried in the Eckville cemetery. 


KAKKINEN, MRS. FEMMIE 
‘Mrs. Femmie Kakkinen and her son Tolvo 
moved to the Eckville area in 1949 from 














Manyberries, Alberta. They bought the former 
Henry Johnston farm, 31-39-2-W5. Mrs. Kakkinen 
was the former Femmle Lilkala, She was born at 
Kauhajoella, Finland, in 1894. In 1910 she came 
to Canada with her mother, one sister and four 
brothers, and they settled'in the Manyberries 
area in southern Alberta, where their dad, Matt 
Liikala, had come before them and had proved 
on a homestead. 

Femmie married Henry Kakkinen in 1911 in 
Medicine Hat, and they homesteaded just a few 
miles north west of her home place. I remember 
her telling me how the ranchers’ animals used to 
scare her. The animals, which appeared quite 
wild, roamed at large for there were no fences. 
‘The ‘coyotes, too, frightened her, as they were 
large and roamed in packs. One day she had 
walked to the home of her neighbors, Robert 
Tenhunens, and upon returning home in the 
evening, she didn’t dare descend the hill to her 
home as the coyotes were howling, so she 
returned to Tenhunens and stayed the night with 
them. 





Mrs. Kakkinen and he son Toivo. 


Femmie and Henry had two sons and two 
daughters. Toivo Henry was born in 1912, and 
remained a bachelor. Olga Elina was born in 
1914, but died in 1915 as a baby of three months, 
from whooping cough,. I, Vivian Ardella, 
(chosen daughter) came along in 1926. I married 
Emil Stuber and we farm and ranch here in the 
Manyberries area. We have four children — 
Shirley, Stanley, Barrey, and Westley. 

Edwin Olavi was born in 1937 and died at 
birth. 

Dad passed away in 1947 and Toivo and 
‘Mother continued farming in the Manyberries 
area for another two years. However, due to dry 
conditions, they decided to move to a wetter 
country to farm. 

‘Mother passed away in 1965. Toivo continued 
farming until the spring of 1975, when he sold the 
place to Thomas E. Wickins. He continued to live 
‘on the farm until September, 1975, when he was 
found dead in the sauna by his uncle, Ed Litkala. 











(KARLSEN) (UUTAKYLA, GUST) — by Sylvia 
Thorkman 

Gust Uutakyla had travelled extensively 
before coming to Canada. He fought in the Boer 
War, during which he was taken prisoner and 
sent to serve life imprisonment at Devil’s Island. 
While there he accomplished the greatest feat 
known to man. After much planning, Gust and 
his friend decided to swim the shark infested 
waters to the mainland. They had all plans made 
and one dark rainy night they made their escape. 
They swam most of the night. His pal was not a 
strong swimmer and begged Gust to go on 
without him. He never made it to land. Gust 
made It to freedom and he was later pardoned 
because no man had ever been able to survive in 
those waters. 

Gust worked in the copper mines in Butte, 
‘Montana; also panned gold along the northern 
rivers, He came to the Saima district in 1902 and 
homesteaded in NE 30-30-25. He was very ac- 
tive in community affairs and was instrumental 

forming the Saima School District and the 
building of the school. 

‘While working in the copper mines in Butte he 
contacted a lung infection of which he died and is 
buried in the old Gilby Cemetery. 

















KOPSALA, ANDREW 

‘Andrew Kopsala was born in Finland in 1855 
and died in 1937. His wife, Eva, was also born in 
Finland, in 1859 and died in 1929. 

Andrew entered the U.S.A. in 1888, settling in 
Wyoming, where he lived for about 1 years. In 
1903 he move to Red Lodge, Montana, and con- 
tinued north, to Alberta, in 1911 

As more homesteaders came into the Eckville 
area there became a need for people skilled In 
various trades. Andrew Kopsala filled the need 
ior skilled carpenters. He settled in Eckville and 
built many fine houses, some of which are still 
standing and being used today. He was a fine 
finishing carpenter, and could design and build 
very intricate banisters and pillars. Whenever 
there was a death in the community he was 
called upon to build the coftin 

In addition to his carpentry skills, Andrew 
used to tan hides and make the leather into shoes 
or harness. In his later years he took great 
delight in his grandchildren, and spent much 
time making skis for them so that they could en- 
Joy the winter snows. 

Of their seven children Ida and John 
remained in the U.S.A. when the parents came to 
Alberta. Pete and Charlie later returned to the 
States and made their homes in Washington. 
Helga and Selma married the Talson brothers, 
and, along with Dick, they have made their 
homes in Alberta. 


KOSKI, JOHN ALEXANDER JR. 

‘John Koski Jr. was born in Oulu, Finland on 
March 22, 1898 and he was nine years of age when 
he came with his mother and sister Elizabeth in 





1897 to join his father John Sr. in Rock Springs, 
Wyoming, U.S.A. who had emigrated to the 
United States before them. 

‘The family lived In Rock Springs for six years 
where John Sr, worked in the mines. Three more 
children were born to them during those years; 
Ellen and a set of twins who died in infancy. 

John Sr. heard much talk of the Red Deer dis- 
trict in Alberta, Canada and of the homesteads 
available there. He decided to see for himself 
What it was like and try his hand at farming. He 
sent his wife and daughters back to their former 
home in Finland and shorily after their arrival 
there, another daughter, Senia, was born. 

‘Mir. Koski arrived in Red Deer in the Spring of 
1903 and filed homestead rights on a quarter sec- 
tion of land six miles west and a half mile south 
of Sylvan Lake now owned by E. Muth. John Jr. 
arrived a few weeks later and filed on the 
homestead adjoining his Father's land a few 
years later. They stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Matt 
Harju until they built a one room log house. Mr. 
Koski brought a sewing machine from the United 
States but the rest of the furniture was 
homemade. That Fall, Mrs. Koski and three 
daughters arrived from Finland. Two acres of 
land had been cleared and broken that first 
summer and some potatoes had been planted at 
Harju's but a hail storm ruined the crop and very 
few potatoes were harvested. During the winter 
months Mr. Koski and son John worked at the 
Crow’s Nest Pass mines laying mine railway’. 
John Jr. also helped build the Grand ‘Trunk 
Railway in Jasper. A team of horses were bought 
for the farm but one died as did many horses that 
year from an unknown disease.As horses were 
expensive and money scarce, Mr. Koski im- 
provised a one horse sleigh by putting a box on 
the front runners of a bob-sleigh and attaching 
double shafts. Two cows were bought and butter 
was made and traded for groceries in Red Deer 
When the T-B. Millar cheese factory was buil 
the milk was soid there. Grief came to the family 
when their little daughier Senta died after a few 
days tllness. 

John Jr. worked many summers at Red Deer 
clearing land and doing construction work. He 
would walk the 23 miles home every two weeks, 
Stay overnight and walk back again. In 1912 Mr. 
and Mrs. Koskt's second home, a three room log 
house burned down. They lost nearly all their 
household effects and there was no insurance. 
After the fire, a storey and a half house was bulli 
of lumber. 

Elizabeth Koski married John Kemila of 
Giiby, they had a family of five children, Only 
one member of that family survives, Selma 
(Mrs. George Lahti) of Edmonton. Ellen Koski 
married Wiillam Bond of Nebraska, 

‘Mrs. Koski died after a brief illness in 1914, 
John Sr. married Mrs. Elmina Moilanen of 
Butte, Montana in 1919, who had three daughters 
by a former marriage. The only child of Mr. 
Koski's second marriage, Hazel, lives in British 





on 


Columbia. Mr. Koski, Sr. passed away during the 
summer of 1931, 

John Jr. farmed with his Father until 1919, 
when he married Miss Hilda Tormala who came 
to the district from Fitchburg, Massachusetts, 
Soon after they left to make their home in 
Portland Oregon, they lived there for two years 
and during that time their daughter Ellen was 
born. They returned to Alberta and the Eckville 
district in 1921, Land was bought one mile north 
of the former Saima School. SW 32-39-2 WS. 

John Koski Jr. was always in demand during 
long threshing periods when separators and 
steam engines were used. In each outfit of 12 
‘men or more, he was always the separator man. 
Besides clearing the heavily wooded land during 
the summers he worked as foreman on road 
maintenance crews. 

In the fall of 1931 Mr. and Mrs. Koski thelr 
children, Ellen and Wilfred went to Europe 
spending over two years in Russia and Finland. 
Following thelr return with the Depression at its 
height it wasn’t easy to make a new beginning. 
However, Mr. Koski managed to open a 
blacksmith shop In Eckville to work at his 
former trade. He operated the shop for 15 years 
and worked later at the Co-op Lumber yard while 
his son Wilfred did trucking. 








Mr. and Mrs J. A. Kosi 


Ellen Koski married Walter Wolma of Sylvan 
Lake in 1937 and they lived on the Wolma 
homestead until 1957 when they moved to 
Calgary. Walter Wolma passed away in 1960 and 
his widow is now Mrs. Bruno Olszewski of 
Calgary. Wilfred Koski married Miss Elsie 
Kangas of Edmonton in 1955 and they live in 
Eckville. Both Mr. and Mrs. John Koski will be 
remembered as neighborly, peaceloving people 
who had a kindly word for ail. John Koski died at 
the Eckville Municipal Hospital December 2, 














1964, aged 76. Mrs. Hilda Koski passed away in 
the Eckville Hospital July 9, 1969 at the age of 83 
years. Both are buried’ in the Kuusamo 
cemetery. Besides their children there are two 
grandchildren, Mrs. Doreen Kelly of Red Deer 
and Gordon Woima of Calgary, also five great- 
grandchildren and one great-great grandchild. 


JOHN P. KOSKI — by Arnie Koski 

Mr, John Koskie came from Harma, Finland, 
and his wife came from Karvia Turun-Laanl, 
Finland, where she had been born on August 24, 
1885. Mr. and Mrs. Koski were married at Frank, 
‘Alberta in 1906, He was a miner at Frank, and es: 
caped death in the Frank Slide because he was 
away on the business of filing on a homestead on 
the west side of Sylvan Lake. 

‘Their oldest daughter, Lempi Marie, was 
born on the homestead. in 1911 they sold the 
homestead and bought a farm in the Saima dis- 
trict, where the other children, Arnie, Eileen 
and Effie were born. All of the children were 
born at home, and they all received their school- 
ing at Saima school. 





‘Mr. and Mrs. John Koski and Lempi Marie, Taken in Red 
Deer, 911. 


Horses were valuable property in those days, 
for travelling was done by horse and buggy or 
sleighs in the wintertime. Farming was all done 
with the benefit of horse power, too. The family 
raised most of their food by having a big garden 








every year, by milking cows, raising chickens 
for meat and eggs, and raising hogs. 

In those days neighbors and friends helped 
each other, especially at threshing time, and also 
when the roads needed maintenance. Our 
recreation was mainly having friends and 
neighbors drop in, or going visiting on Sundays, 
as well as plenies, ball games, school concerts, 
plays and dances’at the local halls, and swim- 
ming In the lake during the summer. 

‘The family bought a farm in the Boyle district 
In 1930. This was on the north end of the lake. 
‘They lived there until the time of their deaths, 
and their son Arnie farmed it until the early 
1970 

Lempi Marie married Raymond Wesley Kirk 
in Calgary. They have two daughters and a son. 
Marie passed away in Calgary on September 8 
1971. 

‘Arnie married Lemp! Valley in 1949. Lempi 
passed away in 1970. On December 21, 1974, Ar- 
nie married again. This time he married Lucy 
Noures and they are now living in Bentley. 

Eileen married Wilfred Porttin in September 
of 1939. They moved to Vancouver and lived 
there for a period of time, later returning to the 
Sylvan Lake district. Wilfred passed away in 
March, 1969. 

Effie married Spencer Wilson in 1942. At that 
time Spencer was In the services and was 
stationed in Red Deer. He served overseas from 
‘April, 1942 until 1945. They lived in Calgary until 
being transferred to Edmonton in 1971. They 
have a daughter. 


KUGE, FRANK — by Sylvia Thorkman 

Frank Kuge, of German descent, came from 
Kansas to the Eckville district in the early 1900's 
and homesteaded the SE 5-40-2W5. The land is 
now owned by the Psikla’s. 

He was a very ambitious man. He cleared his, 
land and built buildings which at the present 
time are still standing. 

He died accidently when he was hitching his, 
horses on the binder. The horses bolted and he 
was run over with the binder. Nothing is known 
regarding his relatives. 








KUSISTO, MIKE — by Mrs. Roland Lewis 

My folks, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Kusisto, moved 
to the S.E. 24-39.3-W5, in 1903 and moved away 
again in 1904. Dad never did sell the place — he 
just left it, thinking he would go back but never 
‘made It, The county or state later took it for tax- 
es. 

When the folks came out of Canada they 
settled in Spokane, Washington. They lived there 
for several years. Dad worked in wheat while in 
that area. Two brothers and myself were born in 
Spokane and a brother was born in Idaho and 
another one in Oregon. 

Mother often talked about the place they 
started to homestead in Canada and how Dad 
built the log cabin they lived In. She liked it 


there. They had a daughter born in the cabin 
there, but she didn’t live. At that time there was 
no town of Eckville, Red Deer was the nearest 
town. My mother never did get back to Canada 
after they left in 1904. 


LAHTI, KONSTA AND FANNIE 

Konsta Lahti was born May 4, 1878, in Wirrat 
Finland. His wife Fannie Uijas was born 
February 1, 1882. 

Leaving his wife and family behind, Konsta 
came to Canada in 1912. The family followed the 
next year. They had four children, Lydia was 
born April 3, 1902. Lauri born August 9, 1904; 
Olga born March 29, 1907 and Eino born April 14, 
1911, 

‘The family lived on the Victor Vianen farm in 
the Salma District for a time, later taking a 
homestead south of Condor. This property is 
‘owned by Kaspersons, who are still living in the 
homestead home built by Mr. Lahti. 

Mrs. Lahti passed away in 1914 and is buried 
in the Kuusamo Cemetery. Mr. Lahtl passed 
away in 143 and is buried in the Hespero 
Cemetery. 

Lydia married Mr. Slemko in Nordegg and 
they have three daughters, Fannie Bishop of 
Calgary, Jessie Hamilton of Hay River, N.W.T., 
Judy Bortnik living at Cross Lake, Manitoba’ 
Judy and her husband both teach school there. 

Lauri married Naimi Sutela and they have 
two sons Barry and Bernie, Barry is married to 
Grace Greenwood and they have four children — 
Kevin, Karen, Keltic and Karla. Barry, Grace 
and family live at Oliver, B.C. Bernie is married 
to Rosemary Martin’ and they have two 
daughters — Angela and Jody. Bernie and 
Rosemary reside on a farm SE 32-38-3.W5 south 
of Eckville. 

Olga married Lloyd Harvey and they live in 
Rosebury, Oregon. They have five children. 

Eino married Eva Taskila and made thelr 
home on the Oscar Lind farm, SW 15-384 W5 in 
the Hespero District. Eino, beside helping Oscar 
on the farm, was a carpenter who built many 
homes and cupboards in the district. 

Eino passed away November, 1961 and is 
burled in the Hespero Cemetery. 


LEPISTO, HENRY AND JOHN — written by 
Sylvia Thorkman 

Henry and John Lepisto were born in the 
Finland on an ‘island close to Oulu. They im- 
migrated to the United States of America, Henry 
worked in the coal mines in Wyoming until com- 
ing to Canada to homestead the NW 36-39-3-W5 in 
1902. 

He was a hard worker and a good neighbour. 
An ardent fisherman, he knew the exact time 
when fishing was at its best and usually came 
back from a fishing trip with plenty of fish for 
himself and the neighbors along the way 

In 1911, his health deteriorated and he passed 
away. He was buried in the Kuusamo Cemetery. 
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John Lepist. 


After Henry’s passing, his brother John arrived 
from Butte, Montana, and stayed to farm 
Henry’s land. 

John was an athletic man and a long-distance 
runner. His travelling method was to walk 
wherever he went. His favorite pastime was 
reading, and he was also a capable speaker. 

In the 1930's he sold the farm to Susie Byt- 
tynen and bought CPR land, the SW 1-40.3:W5, 
where he raised cattle and large flocks of 
turkeys. During his years on the farm he was our 
neighbourhood veterinarian, and was always 
willing to help whenever called upon. John sold 
his farm in 1963 to Lorne McMann, and retired to 
the town of Eckville where he had purchased a 
small house. He passed away in 1970, at the age 
of 78 years and was buried in the Eckville 
Cemetery. 


LOUKKOLA, MR. AND MRS. DAVID 

Mr. and Mrs. David Loukkola immigrated to 
Boston, Mass. in the 1800's. They arrived in the 
Saima district in 1905 homesteading the SE 7-40- 
2W5. They had one daughter Selma, who married 
Chris Odberg of the Sunset district. Selma and 
her daughter returned to the United States in 
1930, 

‘Mr. and Mrs, Loukkola sold thelr farm, 
retired to Eckville, where they passed away In 
the 1940's, 


LUOMA, ERICK AND OTHEALIA — by Mrs. 
‘Annie Luoma 

One of the pioneer families to homestead in 
the Saima district was Erick and Othealia 
Luoma. Erick and Othealia and their two sons, 
John and Roy, arrived in the district in 1907, em: 
migrating from Diamondville, Wyoming, U'S.A. 
‘They were both born in Aiva, Finland, im: 
migrating to the United States as children. The 
Luoma’s in Finland went by the name “Muur- 
sula”. Mrs. Luoma’s maiden name in Finland 
was Harju, which was changed to Johnson when 
they arrived in the United States. 

















When they arrived In the Saima district they 
homesteaded the NE. 31-39-2-5W. This quarter 
was covered by dense bush. The first task was to 
build a log house. Erick had to borrow an axe 
with which to cut the logs. This homestead house 
was standing until approximately 1972, when it 
was demolished. After lots of hard work clearing 
the land Erick began breaking the sod, using his 
first team — an ox and a small red pony. During 
the winter months he was employed in coal 
mines at Nordegg. 

‘The Luomas had a family of 12 children — 
eight sons and four daughters. The eldest son, 
John, will be remembered by many people for 
his great love of music. John could be heard 
playing his violin at many dances and parties. 
He would elther walk or drive a team to the hall. 
He lived on the farm all his life, helping his 
father with the farming. He also owned and 
farmed his own quarter, SE 32-39-2-W5. This was 
located on the shore of Sylvan Lake. On October 
28, 1954 John passed away at the age of 52, death 
being caused by cancer. 

Ray is married and farms at Wetaskiwin, 
where he has been for several years. He has a 
stepson and a daughter, Uro and Goldie. Eidel is 
married and retired at Alberta Beach after 
farming for several years in that district. He 
enlisted in the army during the World War IL 
While in the service he was in a train wreck, 
which severely injured his back. He still suffers 
as a result of the injury. 

Sylvia was married to Elmer Lund from the 
Kuusamo district, where they farmed, and 
where Sylvia resided until her passing in 
January of 1957 at the age of 45 years. 

‘Their family of five sons and two daughters is 
as follows: Arne (Matt) lives in Teasdale, 
Saskatchewan, where he is employed as a jail 
guard. He farmed for several years in the 
Tisdale area. Matt also served in the army. 

Eino is retired, and lives in Rocky Mountain 
House. He worked for several years in the 
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lumber camps west of Rocky Mountain House 
and in the Crimson Lake Park. 

‘Ernest and his two sons reside in Los Angeles. 
Ernest is a machinist in a small factory. His wife 
passed away in 1969 from a liver ailment. Ernest 
also worked in Montreal and Buffalo, New York, 
USA. 

‘Marie is married to Frank Gabara, They live 
at Alberta Beach where Frank works. They have 
three sons. 

Eugene now owns and operates the Luoma 
homestead. He also served in the army during 
World War II until he was discharged because of 
rheumatic fever. 

Marlam is married to Ernest Swartz, who 
works at Fort MeMurray on the Syncrude proj- 
ect. They have two sons and one daughter. 

Elvira is married to Clifford Lawrence, who 
farms at Pine Lake. Cliff and Elvira have three 
daughters and two sons. Elmer Is married to 
Anne Lund (nee Lauritsen) and lives and farms 
in the Kuusamo district. He has a step-daughter, 
step-son, and a son, Elmer also owns and farms 
the lakeshore quarter which John owned. Prior 
to his marriage he worked on the D.E.W. Line as 
a heavy-duty mechanic. 

Erick and Othealia returned to Eckville 
1951, where they built a new home. Mrs. Luoma’s 
health began to fail and she spent a great deal of 
time in hospital. She passed away January 7, 
1958. Mr. Luoma passed away only five weeks 
following his wife's death, February 16, 1958. 

Othealia contracted the flu during the epi- 
demic of 1918, and lay in bed for months, 
However, the doctors came to the farm, giving 
medical ald. Soon after recovering from the flu 
Marie was born. 














Mr, and Mrs. rick Luoma, Misian and Eimer 


‘The frame house in which Eugene still resides 
was built in 1917. Ernest was the first child born 
in the present house. The sauna was built in 1935, 
and was used every Saturday night until about 
1972. Many friends and relatives would gather on 
Saturday nights for the very popular Finnish 
bath, 

‘The first tractor purchased was a John Deere 
1527 Model D. A three bottom plow was bought 
along with the tractor, and the price was $900, in 
1935. ‘The first car was a Model T Ford, which 
was traded for a buzz saw motor. John would go 
about the neighborhood, sawing huge woodpiies 
to last the long cold winter, since no coal was 
burned. 

‘The family managed quite well during the 
time of ration books because, with a large family 
there were lots of stamps. They lived mainly off 
the land, hunting, fishing, and raising a big gar- 
den. This, combined with the milk and eggs 
produced on the farm, left little to buy. 

One memory which stands out in most 
ploneer families is the large threshing gangs 
which moved from farm to farm. The threshing 
began in October and would last for two weeks or 
more, until everyone’s grain was in the bin. The 
aroma of the fine cooking coming from the coun- 
try kitchens would make your mouth water. 

‘The children were all born at home, with a 
midwife in attendance. All the children took their 
schooling at Saima. The children took turns 
doing janitor work, such as sweeping floors, 
packing in wood and water, cleaning 
blackboards and building fires. These chores 
were done on a monthly basis at the rate of $5.00 
per month, 

Ray and John were some of the first students 
to go to the Saima School, which was built in 1907. 
Thave heard it told that the man teacher would 
go across the road from the school during class 
to smoke a pipe and eat blueberries, which were 
very plentiful in the area at that time. 


MAKI, BILL AND MIRIAM — by Mrs. Bill Maki 
In the spring of 1942 we left the dried-out 
prairie of Manyberries and moved to the 
Eckville area in search of greener pastures, and 
greener they were. We loved the lush green 
growth of grass, shrubs and trees. It was 
beautiful to us after being used to the bare brown 
prairie. It was also a great deal wetter. That 
summer was unusually rainy. The sun would be 
shining brightly, and the next minute it would 
pour with hardly a cloud in sight. 
We rented the Fritz Kinna farm north of 
Eckville for that year. The road into town was 
not gravelled, and many was the time that we 
were stuck in one of the many mud holes, 
sometimes even having to leave the old car and 
walk home. The farm bulldings were located in 
the bend of the river, with the fields on the other 
side. That meant fording the river to get the 
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machinery to the flelds. There was a narrow foot 
bridge constructed of poles driven into the river 
bed and two planks to walk on. I had to cross on 
this bridge to take lunch to the men in the fields. 
Our boys, Stanley and Howard, were two and 
four vears of age at the time and T was always so 
afraid that they would follow me and fall in the 
river. Old Grandpa Kinna stayed on the farm 
with us and kept an eye on the boys while I was 
gone but it was still quite a worry. The boys 
followed Grandpa Kinna wherever he went. He 
‘would talk to them in Estonian, which, naturally, 
they did not understand and they would run to 
tell me that “Grandpa is swearing at us again.” 

In 1943 we worked for Eli Murto on his farm in 
the Kuusamo district. It was a busy summer and 
we enjoyed our stay there. The boys liked to 
follow Eli around the farm, helping to fix the 
tractors by putting a few sticks and twigs into the 
gas tank, and learned a few choice wards in the 
Finnish language in the process. 

In 1944 we purchased the Adolph Talson farm 
in the Saima district. We lived here until 1954 
when we moved into Eckville. I went to work at 
Forhan’s Pharmacy, and Bill drove the school 
bus and continued farming operations until 1963, 
when we sold the farm to Fred Murto. 

‘Our third son, Kenneth, was born in 1945. The 
older boys attended Saima school until it was 
closed and they began bussing the children into 
Eckville. Kenneth started school in Eckville 
when the Saima school was closed. 

Bill worked for the county full time after sell- 
ing the farm, until 1971, when he went to work at 
the Eckville Hospital where he was employed un- 
til the fall of 1973. Then he obtained employment 
at the Alberta School Hospital in Red Deer In 
transportation. I continued to work at Forhan’s 
Pharmacy until 1973. In May, 1974, we sold our 
property in Eckville and moved to Red Deer, 
where we still reside. 

Stanley married Helen Covlin in 1962. They 
have two sons, Camron and Wendell. They live in 
Rocky Mountain House, where Stan is manager 
of the Credit Union. 

Howard married Helen McGowan of Red 
Deer in 1960, and they have a daughter, Shannon, 
and two sons, Brent and Todd. Howard is per: 
sonnel administrator at the Michener Centre in 
Red Deer. 

Kenneth married Peggy Welsh of Calgary in 
1971. They live in Cranbrook, British Columbia. 
Ken is a manager with a firm of chartered ac- 
countants and Peggy is a registered nurse at the 
Cranbrook hospital. 

In 1947 Bill’s parents, Grandma and Granpa 
‘Maki, sold their farm in Manyberries and moved 
to the Eckville area. ‘They built a house on our 
farm, which was later moved to Eckville, Grand- 
pa Maki passed away in July of 1966, at the age of 
91, In 1977 Grandma Maki is still in good health 
at the age of 92. She makes her home at the 
Eckville Manor House, but still maintains her 
‘own home in Eckville. 











MAKI, ERICK — by Mrs. Helen Doray 

Erik Maki was born at Yli-Harma, Vaasa, 
Finland, in 1858. He married at the age of 23 and 
immigrated to the U.S.A. at the age of 25 years. 
His son, Gust, was one year old when his father 
moved to the U.S.A. 

Erik worked on the railroad in Montana for 
two years. He then moved to Wyoming where he 
worked in the coal mines. He brought his wite 
and son, Gust, to Wyoming in 1886. A daughter, 
Mary was born to them in 1888, at Carbon, 
Wyoming. Erik's wife died at Rock Springs in 
1892, after a long illness. In 1894 he married 
Sanna-Maria Kirkkomaki, a recent widow. They 
had a son, Oiva (Jack) in 1895. In Janua 

i and his family immigrated to the Saima di 
trict of Red Deer, North West Territories, where 
he and his son, Gust, filed on homesteads. They 
built a home on Erik's land and proved up their 
quarters, NW-16-39-2 W5 and SW 16-39.2 W5. Gust 
worked in the coal fields of the Crow's Nest Pass 
Guring the winter months. 

Erik and Sanna-Marla had three more 
children during this period: Helmi (Helen) in 
1908, Ina in 1906, and Eino in 1911, Sanna-Maria 
died a few days after giving iife to Eino. 

Erik Maki was authorized by the Missourt 
Synod of the Lutheran Church to baptize and to 
officiate at funerals. He performed these func- 
tions for the Finnish communities of the im- 
mediate area as long as his health permitted, He 
died on July 5, 1928, and he lies beside his wife, 
Sanna-Maria, in the Kuusamo cemetery. 

Gust continued to work in the coal mines dur- 
ing the winter and at clearing land during the 
summertime until 1914, when World War T was 
declared. Gust joined up early in 1915 and served 
overseas until April, 1919. He then resumed 
farming his father's homestead, 

Gust became a councillor for the Munteipality 
of Lorne, and secretary for the Saima School 
District. He later became a secretary for the 
enlarged school district of Rocky Mountain 
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House, Gust also acted as advisor and inter- 
preter for the Finns of this district. During these 
years Gust continued to farm his father’s 
original homestead jointly with his sister, Mary, 
and her husband, John Maki, who owned the ad- 
joining quarter. This quarter had been Gust’s old 
homestead. When John Maki died in 1963 Gust 
and Mary sold out and moved to Sylvan Lake, 
where they retired. Gust died in 1965 and Mary 
died in 1969. They, and John Maki, are buried in 
the Kuusamo cemetery. 

‘Mary Maki married John ¥ 





aki (no relation), 


a homesteader from the Rocky Mountain House 
district, in 1910. ‘They had. two children — 
Laimie, born In 1912, and Walfrid, born in 1918. 





Joba and Mary Mal 


Oiva (Jack) Maki lives at Houston, B.C. 

Helmi, (Mrs, Helen Doray) has a son, Ra 
mond, living at Vancouver, two granddaughters 
and five great-grandchildren. 

Ina (Mrs. F, E, Stunden) lives in Sierra 
Madre, California, and has two daughters and 
two grandchildren. 
ino Maki lives in Edmonton. He has three 
sons, a daughter, and two grandchildren. 

Laimie Maki, daughter of John and Mary 
‘Maki, taught school for 10 years in the Greater 
Rocky School Division and then worked for 30 
years In the External Affairs Department of the 
federal government at Ottawa. She is now 
retired and lives in her home at Sylvan Lake. 

Walfrid Maki, son of John and Mary Maki, 
lives in Red Deer. 














JOHN AND NONI MARSHAL OF EDMONTON 

We stumbled upon our lakefront property by 
accident, In 1957, while our daughters were at 
the Y Camp, we learned from Mr. Charlie 
Donaldson that a piece of land was for sale on the 
east side of the lake. We stopped to ask directions 
from a farmer who was repairing his tractor. 
The farmer was Walter Johnson and the next 
morning we purchased our present property 
from him, 

In 1958 we built a log cabin which we sold in 
1962 to Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pitt of Calgary, and 
immediately started building the cottage which 
‘we now occupy. It has been our pleasure to be 
part of this friendly community for the past 20 
years. 


MICKELSON, MATT. 

‘Matt Mickelson came to Mandan, North 
Dakota, U.S.A. with his father from Yilveska, 
Oululant, Finland in 1882 at the age of ten years. 

Ten years later, in 1892, he was joined by his 
mother, sister Fredricka and brother, August. 

Matt Mickelson married Katrina Marija 
Kangas in North Dakota after her arrival from 
Haapajarvi Ranta, Oululani, Finland in 1892, 
Matt and Katrina had 10 children, all born in 
North Dakota. These included Amanda, August, 
Anna, Jennie (deceased), Frank (deceased), 
Matt, Hilda, Fannie, twins Eddie and Lillian. 
Jennie and Frank are buried in North Dakota, 

On April 28, 1910, the family moved to Seven 
Persons, Alberta. Later they moved to Many- 
berries, Alberta. This is where three of thelr 
children were born: Hilja on April 29, 1910, the 
day after their arrival; Hilma in 1912, and Hattie 
in 1915. 

For 15 years the family lived on the 
homestead at Manyberries. In 1928, they moved 
to the Eckville district on NE 7-40-2-W3. Two of 
thelr children, Matt Jr. and Lillian, passed away 
at Manyberries. 

‘Matt was a very active and capable man who 
could operate any machine. He was a First 
World War veteran, In 1938, Matt passed away, 
at the age of 65 years. 

Katrina passed away in 1959 at the age of 87 

Both are buried in the Eckville Cemetery. 
Of their children, August, Hilda, Fannie, Annie, 
Hilja, Hilma and Hattie survive. 








THE HERMAN MURTO FAMILY 

Herman and Johanna Murto were among the 
early settlers of the Saima District. 

Herman, who was born in Finland on October 
26, 1872 and his wife Johanna born December 4, 
1874 emigrated to Iron River, Michigan, a min: 
ing town, in 1905. A son, Paul, was born to them 
there. After working in the copper mines for a 
few months, they left to live at Seaside, Oregon. 
‘Two sons, Alexander and Eli were born there, in 
April 1907 and March 1909, respectively. After 
cutting and sawing tall trees in Oregon for five 
years, Herman with his wife and their three 
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a) 
d 
Seated E Marto and Albert Pictikanen, Standing: Alex Muto 


small sons travelled to Canada to the 
‘Manyberries district in Southern Alberta in 1910, 
where they took up farming. On October 16, 1913, 
a daughter, Lilia was born. On October 25, 1923, 
Lilla passed away at the age of 10 years. 

In the fall of 1924, Herman, his wife and three 
sons came by train to the Hespero district ren- 
ting a quarter of land from Jerry Macdonell — 
SE 2-394-W5. They brought with them their 
animals that they had in Manyberries, After one 
and a half years; in the spring of 1926 they moved 
to the Saima district to Sec. 17-39-2-W5 which 
they had purchased from Frank Jenkins, Again, 
sadness hit the family in February, 1928 when 
Paul passed away at Keith Sanitorium in 
Calgary at the age of 23 years. 

On April 10, 1934 Alex married Sefja Taskila 
of the Evergreen district. They have six 
children: Selma, born in November, 1935; 
married to Jack Saari of the Hespero district, 
‘They have four children. Eileen, born June, 1940, 
presently living in Calgary. Walter, born in Oc: 
tober, 1943. Fred, born in July, 1946 and William, 
born in January, 1952. All live and farm with 
their parents on the family farm. Alice, born in 
August, 1956, presently going to school in 
Calgary. Ellen, born November 11, 1936 passed 
away in 1939 and {s buried in the family plot of 
the Kuusamo Cemetery. The three older children 
attended school at Saima until 1950 when they 














Herman and Johanna Muri, Taken in 1983. 


attended school at Benalto for one year. In the 
fall of 1951, bus service transported them to 
Eckville where all have graduated. 

In 1946, Herman and Johanna purchased the 
NE 10.39-2.W5 from O. Umarl and moved there to 
live 

TEL, the youngest of the Herman Murto fami 
ly, farmed with his parents and brother Alex un- 
til 1936 when he purchased his own land in the 
Kuusamo district (NW 27-38.2.W5), and went on 
his own. In 1946 he moved in to live with his 
parents onto the quarter bought trom O. Umari, 
which now is his present home. 

‘Herman passed away in March, 1955 at the 
age of 82 years and Johanna passed away in 
May, 1960 at the age of 85 years. 





NELSON, EDWIN AND TERRY — SW 19-39-2- 
Ws 

Edwin B. Nelson was born in Edmonton on 
May 18, 1930. He was raised and educated in Jar- 
vie, Alberta, where, on August 20, 1953 he 
married ‘Therese Allarie from the same hamlet, 
who was born February 13, 1933. Their first home 
was in Devon, Alberta where their first three 
children were born: Richard, November 18, 1955, 
Elaine, December 11, 1956 and Darryl, April-1, 
1958. In the spring of 1959 Edwin left Imperial Ott 
and became employed in Cessford, Alberta by 
Hudson's Bay Oil and Gas. One month later he 
was transferred to the pipeline division and 
moved to Olds, where they remained until 
December of the same year. They then moved to 
Red Deer, where their youngest daughter, 
Shirley, was born on June i, 1962. In October of 
11966 the opportunity arose for Edwin to fulfill a 
iifelong dream to own and operate a farm, when 
his Job took him to the Eckville area. 

suppose the most intriguing part of this farm 
was having our very own steam bath house. 
After having lived in towns and cities all of their 
lives the children were fascinated by all the 
space there was on a farm, and thought it would 








take months to explore it all. Tt took all of us a 
while to adjust to the new life on a farm, but we 
find it most worthwhile. 

Elaine married Sid Anderson from the Pigeon 
Lake area on October 13, 1973. They are now liv 
ing in Eckville and have two daughters, Tammy, 
age three years and Jodie, age nine months, 

Rick married Charlene Berze from the 
Bentley District on September 27, 1975, and they 
are presently residing in Blacktalds, Alberta. 
‘They have one daughter, Vickie, who was born 
on August 15, 1976. 


NESS, JOHN — by Sylvia Thorkman 

Jolin Ness was born in Sweden. He came to 
British Columbia where he worked as a logger 
before coming to the Eckville district to 
homestead SW 7-40-2W5, 

John was a happy-go-lucky type, who played 
his accordion, and enjoyed dancing the Scan- 
dinavian polka. He often spoke of his desire to 
move back to British Columbia. This is exactly 
what he did. Selling his land in 1924 to Fred 
Erickson, he returned to Boswell, B.C. He 
operated ‘a ferry across Kootenay Lake for a 
number of years. He passed away at Boswell. 


NIEMI, ISAAC (JR.) AND JEAN 

Isaac Niem| Jr. (Ike) was born in Eekville in 
1908 and married Jean Juuti in 1934. The first of 
their three children, Betty, was born in the 
Bentley hospital Aprii 14, 1935. Jean was taken to 
the hospital on April 13, the day of the worst bliz~ 
zard of the year, with George Ignatius’ car. You 
never saw two more nervous men than Ike and 
George when they got stuck In the snow three 
times. Ike got a ride with Fred Moos to the 
hospital the day Betty was born, but had to walk 
back 18 miles. 

Tke’s first car was a 1928, 490 Chevrolet. It 
cost him only $18, but all his wages went into gas. 
This car gave all the young folks great enjoy- 
ment. Ike drove all summer without a license for 
the car, and sometimes, when the gates weren’t 
open, he would drive right through them. 

‘When Betty was three months old the family 
moved to a sawmill southwest of Rocky Moun- 
tain House, run by August Moro. Otto Moro 
drove them there through mud and pouring rain, 
to a shack with no doors or windows. They first 
set up the baby's crib, put her to sleep, and then 
set up the stove and started putting in doors and 
windows. The rainfall continued for a week, so it 
was hard to dry out anything. 

‘Jean's first refrigerator was made by Ike. It 
was a square wooden frame with burlap sacks all 
aroundit with a water pan on top. The ends of the 
burlap sacks were in the water and acted as 
wicks to keep the sides cool. 

‘The first years of thelr marriage during the 
depression saw many hard times. Wages were $1 
a day, if one could find work. The joke was “let's 
flavour the onfons with potatoes for supper in- 
stead of the potatoes with onions for a change.” 











Many a prairie chicken, partridge and rabbit 
were shot for the table. 

‘They moved from the sawmill to Eckville 
where their second child, Janet, was born at 
home in 1936. They moved around the area 
because of the scarcity of work for a number of 





years; then moved to the coast of British Colum- 
bia in 1941 where thelr son Douglas was born in 
1948. 





Janet, Jean, Isaac and Betty Niemi. Missing is Doug. 


Ike and Jean have made many trips back to 
the Eckville area to see old friends and the old 
homestead. The original house and barn still 
stand 

‘They are now retired and living in 
Aldergrove, B.C. on an acreage owned by their 
daughter Betty and her husband David Torsky. 
Dave and Betty have three children and one 
grandson. Janet 1s married to Ronald Dinsdale. 
They live in Kamloops, B.C. and have two 
children. Douglas is married to Diana Cheney. 
They live in Port Moody, B.C. and have one 
child. 


‘NIEME-ISAAC AND JUUTI-GUST FAMILIES — 
as related by the Family 

Dad, Isaac Niemi, was born in Kuusamo 
Finland in 1877. His family was one of the more 
successful reindeer keepers there, having more 
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than 1,000 head. He immigrated to the United 
Slates in 1895 where he worked in a copper mine 
in Butte, Montana. While there he married 
Emma Erickson in 1901. She was born in 1884 in 
Hancock, Michigan. 

Tn 1904 Dad came to Alberta to apply for a 
homestead, leaving his wife and young son, 
Osear, in Butte, Montana, He bought a team of 
horses and a wagon in Great Falls for the seven 
day trip to bring their household goods to thelr 
new home. On the way he had to lighten the 
burden for his horses, so he threw out some of the 
heavier belongings, including a stove (which he 
had to replace by carrying one home on his back 
from Rekville, a distance of four miles.) 

When Mother and Oscar arrived later by train 
Dad met them in Red Deer and took them to the 
two-roomed log house which he had built on the 
homestead. In order to earn more money, Dad 
returned to Montana to work in the copper mines 
until his homestead would provide them with a 
living. In 1908 his application for the 
homestead, NE 24-39.3-W5, was approved. After 
coming to'Alberta Mother and Dad had eight 
more children — John, Isaac, Jessie, Violet (who 
died at the age of 13 months), Vester, Charli, 
Lawrence and Henry. Our maternal grand: 
mother lived with us until her passing. 











Lawrence, John and Charlie Niemi, Vester Niemi, Ken Juuti and 
Henry Niemi, 


Dad used a team of horses and a yoke of oxen 
for breaking the land. The oxen were very slow, 
Dut on one occasion when Oscar was driving 
them they were pestered so badly by flies that 
they took off with considerable speed for the 
bush, Poor Oscar couldn't do a thing about It! 
Dad bought a stallion which once got him 
down in the corral and started to chew on his 
hair. However, Dad yelled so loudly that he 
frightened the ‘horse, and managed to escape. 
This animal also had the habit of taking a piece 
of railing or tree in his mouth and galloping 

































along with it, Later a company was formed to 
purchase a stallion — a Suffolk punch. Being a 
member of the company, Dad cared for the 
stallion and travelled with It. Once, while Dad 
had this stallion in the corral, his infant son, 
Vester, crawled inside the corral and under the 
stud’s feet, The stud merely sniffed the small in- 
truder — but he would take a young pig by the 
skin of the back and contentediy stand and hold 
him and let the pig squeal. Therefore, Jessie, 
afraid her brother would get the same trea 
‘ment, ran in and rescued him, 

Dad took an active part in community affairs. 
He was a councillor in the Municipal District of 
Lorne. He worked on the telephone lines, putting 
in the poles, when the old crank wall telephone 
came to the Eckville area about 1918. His in 
tersest in farming led him to experiment with 
grains and animals to discover which were the 
most productive and suitable for this area. 

‘Some winters, when Sylvan Lake was frozen 
before the snow appeared, Dad would go fishing 
when the ice was just thick enough to hold him. 
He first hit the fish, which he could see swim 
ming just below the clear ice, to stun them, then 
he speared them. Often the John Heikkinen fami- 
ly, who lived on the quarter west of us, would 
come with horses and a wagon, and the two 
families would go together to Sylvan Lake. The 
men fished in a boat with nets while the women 
made a bonfire and prepared the potatoes in an- 
ticipation of adding the fish for fish mulligan 
“molkakaa””. The nets had denim pockets filled 
with stones for weights and they used birch bark 
floats. 

Dad had mid-leg length shoe-packs made for 
the children by Mr. Beliicka. They were made of 
‘cowhide and featured the curled toe similar to 
the ones made in northern Finland. Since Mother 
was an expert seamstress, the children’s clothes 
were home-made. Dyed sugar sacks furnished 
material for some of our clothing. After the 
sheep were sheared the raw wool was carded 
then spun Into yarn and washed. From this yarn 
Mother Knit toques, socks, sweaters, and 
mittens; wove blankets from the yarn and made 
rugs from rags on a loom. Raw wool was taken to 
Magrath woolen mills to be made into blankets 
in later years. Mother was known as a good, but 
thrifty, cook. Although we always had a huge 
garden, she also made use of what Nature 
provided, such as dandelion greens, wild berries, 
mushrooms, wild rabbit, and Labrador tea, 
made from’a shrub that’ grew in the swamp. 
Another thrift food was prepared by putting a 
jump of flour into boiling salted water and letting 
itremain there while the water bubbled through 
it until it was cooked, This was called ‘muttia”, 
a kind of quick bread. Dad called it “viheliaisen 
muttia”, a wretched bread. 

After farming for some time, Dad bought two 
more quarters of land — the NW 39-39-2-W5 and 
the SE 30-29-2-W5. One Sunday shortly after Dad 
had acquired this land the whole family took a 





jicnic lunch and went with him to burn brush. He 
frst burned the hay around a building, which he 
planned to take down and move, and then burned 
some of the other brush further away. When we 
went back the next morning to start taking the 
building down, we found it burned to the ground. 
Dad vowed that he would never work on a Sun- 
day again! 

‘We older boys helped Dad haul logs from the 
west end of Sylvan Lake to enlarge the house 
with as the family increased in size. We also 
helped fence the land by crossing felled trees. We 
grew a great many potatoes, so bought a potato 
digger and sold potatoes to the Co-op Store by the 
Wwagonload. As well, we dug and picked potatoes 
for the neighbors. At first, scythes were used to 
cut all the hay, but after we got a mower they 
were used only around the bushes. In the early 
years when the waterwheel was running the Kin- 
na Flour Mill, Dad and some of us boys used to 
haul wheat there to be ground into flour or left 
coarse-ground to be used for morning porridge. 
We older boys tore down the original Eckville 
store building and hauled the lumber two miles 
north to the Hiltunen quarter. 

John drove a team of horses pulling a 
democrat for John Kemila in bad weather, but he 
also had the opportunity to drive Kemila’s Model 
‘Tadelivery truck in Eckville, and sometimes used 
the excuse that he couldn’ catch the horses, so 
that he would be allowed to drive the truck. He 
also delivered mail on Kernila’s mail route. After 
Dad became unable to work John had to come 
home to do the farm work. 

‘Mother served the women of the community 
as a midwife, and was called upon for many 
other health problems suffered by her neighbors. 
She believed in the sulphur-and-molasses cure 
for “‘what alls you” in the springtime. Mother 
would, on occasion, prepare the deceased for 
burial. Mr. Kopsalla Sr. and August Koski would 
make the coffins and Mother would line them. 
She would also make a dress, if required, and 
‘crepe paper flowers. 

(One day as Dad was doing chores in the barn. 
yard, and, though he knew Grandma was 
paralysed So she couldn't walk he saw a form of 
her walking toward the steam bath with her 
familiar shawl over her shoulders. Then he saw 
her no more. His comment to Mother regarding 
this supernatural experience was that Grandma 
would leave us soon. She passed away soon after. 

Each fall after threshing was finished, 
everyone got a new mattress — the old straw was 
emptied out and the ticking filled with new 
straw. Sometimes they were filled so full that 
you had to jump on the centre to flatten it so you 
‘wouldn't roll out of bed onto the floor. One year, 
due to a hard winter and a late spring, straw 
went up to $10 and hay to $100. This was in the 
Tate 1920's. 

‘One evening when John had been sent to bring 
in the cows, he decided to go for a swim, along 
with Walter Stopsen. The cows waited patiently 




















for him, and Dad was rather angry when they 
finally did get home. Knowing he was in trouble, 
John went and sat in the buggy and waited. When 
Dad came to apply the strap our faithful old dog 
“Muggins”, grabbed Dad’s leg and hindered the 
punishment, John “took off’ and went to bed 
without any supper, thankful to have escaped the 
spanking. For three summers in a row it was 
Ike's job to take his lunch and drive the cattle 
two and-a half miles north of the homestead 
every morning, herd them all day (there were no 
fences then), and then drive them home again in 
the evening. He found these summers very long 
and lonely. 

We all attended Saima school a mile and a 
half away. Sometimes there were as many as 45 
children attending the school. We took many a 
Iuneh of only bread and pancakes without butter 
— a boiled egg and a jam or peanutbutter 
sandwich was a real treat for us! During the 
wintertime the lunch as well as our feet, would 
nearly freeze, and had to be warmed up around 
the pot-bellied stove at school. In summer our 
bare feet became so chapped they were often red 
and cracked. Because this was a Finnish com. 
munity, two Scottish children who attended 
school learned to speak Finnish, much to the dis. 
like of their teacher and their parents. One year 
Della Harper was ashamed of the donkey which 
she rode to school, and tied it up to a fence post 
‘on the roadside before reaching the school. Her 
classmates soon learned about this, and each 
student then waited eagerly for a turn to ride the 
donkey. Every Christmas a colourful and very 
“real” Santa Claus, in the person of John 
Lundberg, presented the gifts to the children, 
‘The annual Christmas concert always drew a 
packed audience of parents and neighbours. 

Chureh services were held in the Young 
People’s Hall, and we attended the Presbyterian 
services, conducted by Johanson, Korhonen, 
Harju of Luomala. Mr. Harju formed a small 
orchestra among the young people, some of the 
members being Oscar Niemi, Ed Koski, Arvie 
Thorkman, John Viitala, Louis Mitzner, Fred 
Talson, Okey Lundberg, Eino Kasper and Henry 
Talson. Oscar could make music from almost 
anything — even an old hand saw. His specialty 
was the fiddle. Most of the Niemi children were 
gifted musically, and many of their children 
have inherited this natural talent. 

Dad had never insured his crops, but a little 
over a year after his death, Mother was talked 
into buying crop insurance, which proved to be a 
very fortunate investment. During that same 
year, 1924, the crops were hailed out completely. 

Gust Juuti, born in Alajarvi, Finland in 1881, 
immigrated to the United States in 1904 with his 
first wife and a year-old daughter. Late in the 
fall of 1924, as a widower of seven years, he came 
from Minnesota, U.S.A. and bought’ a farm 
north-east of Eckville. With him he brought six of 
his eight children. Mother married Gust Juuti 
in 1925 and from this union were born two 
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Mr. and Mes. Juut, Martha and Carl Juuti, Ken and Toivo 
uit Front row: Grandchildren, Dick, Ralph and Robert. 


children, Ken and Doris. When asked how many 
children he had, Dad Juuti would say, “I have 10 
children, my wife has 10 children and altogether 
we have 18 children. 

Dad Juuti filed on a homestead north of the 
first place he bought. ‘This land was well known 
for its spring, and for the birch trees growing on 
it. It is now owned by the Bentley Ski Club. The 
family lived by turns on both the Niemi and Juuti 
places during the summer, when the cattle were 
pastured on the Juuti farm, but in the fall they 
were taken back to the Niemi farm and 
everybody lived together again. 

‘During the wintertime fun for the family in- 
cluded skating at the north end of Sylvan Lake or 
‘on nearby ponds formed by springs. We also 
avent sleigh riding down Ignatius’s or Holmes's 
hill on homemade sleds. Ike bullt the most 
durable bobsled we ever had. It would hold ten 
riders. Sometimes the evening ended with a 
wiener roast. The whole school went on an 
afternoon sleigh riding party each winter, while 
in the summer there were picnics on the north 
shore of Sylvan Lake, which always included 
home made ice cream and fish mulligan. 
Holidays were family campouts, and berrypick- 
ing expeditions in the west country corurred 
every years. 

Most of us boys owned skis made by Tolvo 
Pajala. Vester, Charlie and Lawrence won prizes 
at ski’ track meets in Eckville. Many of us 
belonged to a young folks’ athletic club called 
“Sisu’", which was instructed by Henry Jokinen. 
We thought nothing of walking eight miles to 
Eckville where the club met, and then home 
again after the meeting. Groups of young folks 
used to travel miles to dances and Christmas 
concerts by hitching up our team, Lady and 
Baby, to the sleigh full of hay and covered with 
blankets. After the dance we could all sleep, and 
depend on the team getting us home in time for 
morning chores. 

We boys made some money by snaring 
gophers and selling the tails at two to five cents, 
We also sold the eggs and legs of magpies and 
crows, and the hides of the rabbits we snared, 














‘The family’s reading material was the Family 
Herald, the Free Press Prairie Farmer, and the 
Eaton’s Catalog. 

The first car in the family was a 490 
Chevrolet. When we got the Model T Ford we 
sometimes had to back up a hill because the gas 
wouldn't run into the motor when going up a bill 
if the tank wasn’t nearly full of gasoline, We 
ought the first tractor, a Twin City Minneapolis 
Moline, in the 1930's. We pald for the tractor and 
a plow, partly in cash and partly with cows 
Mother's first washing machine was a wooden 
barrel that had a hand crank to work the 
agitator. The next one was a more modern, 
round-bottomed one that had a hand crank which 
rocked the whole tub. Churning was done in an 
upright crock churn with a hand plunger, and the 
surplus butter was sold to the store. Cream was 
sold to the creamery in Eckville, having been 
kept cold in cans lowered by rope down into the 

From the Hill girls Dad Juuti bought a team 
of horses which included a roan named Lilac, 
and from Mr. Salo he was able, with much per: 
suasion, to buy a perfect match for Lilac, which 
was named Buck. Dad Juuti was extremely 
proud of this team of roans, which people would 
often stop to admire. One day when the team was 
being shod, Buck stepped on a bag of horseshoe 
nails, blood poisoning resulted, and Buck had to 
be shot. Dad Juuti's comment was “Pride goeth 
before a fall”. 

During World War I, four of us boys were in 
the forces — Charlie with the Engineers, Vester 
in Artillery, Lawrence the Army Service Corps 
{in the army, and Henry in maintenance in the Air 
Foree. 

Mother and Dad Juuti were active members 
of the Apostolic Lutheran Church. Services were 
held in the Unity Hall in the Marianne district. 
Most of the family were confirmed there or at the 
Young People’s Hall. Dad Juuti was considered 
to be the mainstay of the church and many of the 
young people looked to him for guidance. 

Of the six Juuti children who came to Eckville 
with their dad, only Jean, Carl and Toivo stayed. 
The others returned fo the United States, 
married, and raised families. Carl married 
Martha Skjonsberg of Bentley. They have six 
children. Tolvo married Gertrude Krushel of In- 
nisfail. They are both deceased. Terry, their son, 
works in Calgary for the airlines. Jean and Isaac 
have three children. 

Lawrence bought the original Niemi 
homestead through the V.L.A. Mother and Dad 
Juuti moved to New Wesiminster, B.C. in 1943, 
where Dad Juutl worked as a night watehman in 
a sawmill until his death in 1950. Mother died in 
4952. Both are buried in the Ocean View 
Cemetery in New Westminster, 

‘The “‘your and mine” family, Ken and Doris, 
are living on Pender Island, B.C. Ken is a 
carpenter. 

Henry and Flora (Johnson) have two sons, 














After his discharge from the Air Force Henry 
worked at a sawmill in Port Radium, N.W.T., 
then as a foreman for elevator builders. His 
death occured in 1965, and he is buried in Alto 
Reste Gardens in Red Deer. His family resides in 
Calgary. 

Lawrence and Rhona (Rempel) are Red Deer 
residents, Lawrence sold the homestead, after 
five years, to Mr. McColeman, who in turn sold 
it to Donald McDonald. After selling the farm 
Lawrence and Rhona moved to Lethbridge, 
where Lawrence drove an auto-carrier. They 
later moved to Red Deer, where he is now 
employed as a carpenter. They have three 
children. 

Charlie and Dorothy (Johnson) moved to the 
Interior of British Columbia in 1950. They have 
elght children. After his discharge from the Ser- 
vices he worked in and around Eckville but in 
British Columbia he was employed at sawmills 
as loader operator, scaler, and qualified first- 
aider. At the time of his death in 1976 Charlie was 
operating a Turbo Gas Service Station, which 
Dorothy and son Tim continue to operate. 
Charlie and their youngest son, Danny, are 
buried in Salmon Atm, B.C. 

Vester and Mildren (Anderson) are present- 
ly living in Red Deer. They have three children. 

Jessie and Earl Hibak have made thelr home 
In Burnaby, B.C. and are now retired there, Earl 
had worked as a commercial fisherman. They 
have five children. 

‘The “‘step-brother — step-sister” couple, Tke 
and Jean, now are retired in Aldergrove, B.C., 
where Ike had been employed as millwright in 
New Westminster. They have three children. 

John married Martha Flinckman of the Faiun 
district. John fished, trucked, and worked in a 
peat plant in B.C, They are now retired in Bur- 
naby. 

Oscar married Millie Hibak of the Usona dis- 
trict west of Wetaskiwin. Of the seven children 
born of this union, five survived — Irene, 
Delmar, George, Arnold, and Doris. Oscar and 
Millie farmed Dad’s land, SE 30-39°2-W5, for a 
short while, then moved to the Usona district and 
later to British Columbia before returning to the 
homestead. Oscar died of a stroke in 1932. Millie 
remarried, but she is now deceased, as is her 
son, Arnold. The family has spent most of their 
lives in Oregon, U.S.A. 

Violet died as an infant. She, Dad, Oscar, and 
Grandma are buried in the Kuusamo Cemetery. 











NIEMI, VESTER AND MILDRED AND 
FAMILY 

Vester was the sixth of nine children born to 
‘Emma and Isaac Niemi on the homestead in the 
Saima district. He, therefore lacked neither 
playmates nor baby-sitters, from the very start. 

At an early age Vester’s mechanical ability 
became evident. Helping John plan and con 
struct a buzz-saw pulley system was of more in- 
terest to him than playing. To have an older 








brother listen to and act upon your suggestions 
would be an unforgettable experience for any 
young lad. In their youth the boys, Ike, Charlie, 
Henry, Lawrence and Vester, along, with many 
other, young people joined ‘the athletic club 

“Sisu’” with Henry Jokinen as instructor. They 
participated in gymnastics, track meets, and 
cross-country skiing. Charlie, Lawrence, and 
Vester were among the winners in the youth’s ski 
races. Mr. H. 8. Mann was always on hand to act 
as timekeeper for the races. 

‘The boys were also active in playing softball 
as members of “Sisu”. This later developed into 
the Young Peoples’ Ali Stars, with Ray Niemela 
as manager, and continued until many of the 
boys left to join the armed forces. 

Tn his younger years, in the 1930's, Vester 
worked for neighboring farmers. For his first job 
he was paid 50¢ a day and board. His experience 
at a sawmill started a year or two after leaving 
school. Piling lumber at Henry Hictala’s mill at 
the north end of Sylvan Lake was the beginning 
of his lengthy connection with sawmills. 

In 1937 Vester pald $1 for a license, rented a 
boat and a gill-net from his brother-in-law Earl 
Hibak, and became a commercial fisherman on 
the Fraser River. This proved to be a profitable 
venture, at $1 per fish, as this was the peak of a 
four-year cycle for salmon, Before returning 
home Vester bought a Rolls-Royce motor for $60, 
Using this motor for power for their MacLeod 
grinder, the boys ground grain for themselves 
and for’ the neighbors. Vester was also able to 
complete the payments on his first car, a 1929 
Grahame-Paige costing about $250. 

Vester's trucking years spanned the 1940's, 
from the time he drove a lumber truck from John 
Saari’s mill to Rocky Mountain House until the 
time he sold his own truck which he had used for 
general trucking. 

Tt was about this time that Vester and I 














‘The Vester Niemi Family. Back row: Vester Niemi and sos, Dale 


and Ron. Front row: Mildred (Niemi and her mother, “Alma 
‘Anderson, Esther Niemi, Swan Anderson celebration his &Oh 
‘irthday, Eugene and Barb Bednard 
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became better acquainted. I was the second 
daughter born to Swan and Elma Anderson at 
home on the farm near Benalto. 

As Annie and I were just over a year apart, 
we got into our share of mischief. As youngsters, 
we started a fire in a toy stove in the upstairs of 
the old house, the one we were born in. This could 
have been serious, as only a platform porch 
separated our present home from the older one. 
Another episode that could have had serious con- 
‘Sequences occurred when, on one of the rare oc- 
casions when Mother and Dad were not there 
when I arrived home from school, I went down to 
stoke up the furnace. As the fire seemed to be 
out, I threw in the wood and some kerosene. The 
ashes were hot! An explosive flame of fire shot 
out! Needless to say, my hair, eyebrows, and 
eyelashes were singed, as was the front of my 
new red woolen dress. 

One August morning we were called to 
Mother's bedside. There, besider her, lay our 
baby brother, Arnold. What a surprise to me, but 
not so to my more observant sister. Now’ our 
family was complete. 

Before Arnold was old enough to help Dad, we 
had certain outdoor tasks, one of which was to 
lead our large steady workhorse, Wirma, to 
either pull the potato cultivator while Dad 
walked behind keeping the plow share In the 
ground, or to lift the loaded hayfork up into the 
barnloft while Dad manipulated the fork and 
rope on the hay load, 

While Annie had studied her lessons at home, 
I had memorized them. Had it not been for 
diligent Miss Barton, who made a brand new 
book for me, I would have floundered right from 
the start. After completing Grade 8 at Melita, to 
attend high school at Kuusamo four miles away, 
we either rode our pony-workhorse, Nellie, or 
she pulled us in a two-wheeled cart, or a cutter. 
Sometimes we walked. What a luxury it was to 
complete our high school years in Red Deer, 
where we were close to school again. Except for 
25¢ a week which we were given to buy bread or 
other necessities (money was not plentiful), we 
brought our food from home. When Mother and 
Dad drove us to or from our place of residence 
each week, they didn’t even stop in the city for a 
cup of coffee. 

‘After staying home for a year after gradua- 
tion from high school I attended Calgary Normal 
School, as there seemed to be no other promising 
occupation. That was a year of hard work, 
loneliness, new friends and fun! Although 
teaching opportunities were not plentiful, my 
first position was with the Rocky Mountain 
School Division at a salary of $700 per year. My 
board cost me $25 a month, 

To help me get started in my new career at 
New Raven School, Annie came, as her school 
started later than mine did. Little did I realize 
that this was to be my life’s work for over 30 
years — a very satisfying but also a demand- 
ing profession. This was the year of the highs 

















and the lows — a new career, a trip to Victoria 
for Annie and me ($16.95 each, return) and the 
bitter realization that Arnold was diabetic. 

After transferring to Saima to teach, it so 
happened that Vester offered to drive part of our 
ball team to Benalto for a game. That’s how it all 
began! 

Vester served as a signaller in heavy artillery 
in the 25th R.C.A. from 1942 until 1946. While he 
was thus “touring” Canada coast-to-coast, I con: 
tinued teaching at Bluebell, Crossroads, ‘Tilley 
and then at Eckville for three years where I 
taught Grades 7 and &, 

After Vester’s discharge from the army we 
were married in a quiet ceremony at my home. 
Our honeymoon was spent visiting Vester’s fami- 
ly in British Columbia. We hadn't really planned 
that my teaching career end in June, but in due 
time Ron arrived and Barbara followed two 
years and two weeks later. At the time Barb 
arrived Vester was “relaxing” in the Rocky 
‘Mountain House hospital, having broken his leg 
while unloading logs at a sawmill at Horburg. We 
were then living in a small house on Dad and 
Mother's farm. Vester helped Dad and Arnold 
with the farming In summer, and worked in saw- 
mills In winter. As Mother's health was not the 
best, due to arthritis, she appreciated my help. 

In the fall of 1950 we moved to the Kettle 
Valley area of British Columbia where Vester 
worked as sawyer and millwright for Dewey 
Nielsen. After living there, and further up the 
river for three years, we returned to Alberta. It 
was while we were In British Columbia that our 
second son was born, but he died shortly after 
birth. 

Dad bought Walter Stopsen's farm, $ 30.39-2- 
WS, and Vester, in turn bought the ‘southeast 
quarter from Dad through the V.L.A. We moved 
there in the spring of 1954. Dale was born less 
than a month later. 

‘The spring was late and the frost was early in 
the fall. Our only alternative was back to the 
sawmill for Vester and back to teaching for me, 
Fortunately for us, I was temporarily employed 
to replace Marge Lazer, as she had a two- 
months’ leave-of-absence while awaiting Barry's 
arrival. Dame Fortune intervened again. The 
attendance was larger than had been expected so 
Iwas retained to teach Grade 4, and remained at 
Eekville for a very memorable and gratifying 12 
years, 

In ‘the intervening years Vester did various 
jobs besides farming, such as carpentering at 
the Eckville High School and Red Deer Com- 
posite, operating a lath mill at Camp 15, and 
eventually operating the sawmill there ‘also. 
Finally he rented the farm to Art Lutz and began 
operating his front-end loader full time loading 
gravel, working at oll sites, digging basements, 
fencing and other custom work including dona: 
tion work to the Benalto and Eckville com- 
munities. 

Except for the usual childhood diseases, our 

















children were a healthy trio, and we seemed to 
be able to get ladies who had the children’s 
welfare in mind, to care for them. Thelr grand- 
parents, often serving as babysitters, supplied 
them with extra clothes, toys and’ spending 
money to help make a child’s life more pleasant. 
‘They could always depend on the grandprarents 
to give them chores to do so they could earn some 
spending money. As grandparents, may we fulfil 
our role as wisely and as well! 


Ron, Barb and Dale were active in extra 
curricular activities, particularly sports, band, 
Scouts, Cubs, Guides, and music lessons. Like 
other farm families, in order to make these 
available for the children, we did a lot of 
chauffeuring. It was during these years that 
Summer School and Evening Credit courses oc- 
cupied most of my spare time until I finally at- 
tained my Bachelor of Education. 

Ron, Barb and Dale attended both Eckville 
and Red Deer Composite High Schools. Ron 
attended S.A.1.T. before going to work at Stelco. 
He married Esther Booth of Red Deer. Esther 
attended the Baptist Bible School College and 
Red Deer College. They have two children — 
Angela, attending Benalto school, and Todd, a 
pre-schooler. Ron is now apprenticing as sheet. 
metal worker, with Hayhoe's in Red Deer, and 
Esther is employed in the office of Alpha Milk 
Company. They are presently living on the farm 
formerly owned by Ron's grandparents, 

Barb attended O.A.V.C. where she took 
Business Education, She was employed by 
Chevron in Calgary and Edmonton, and at the 
Red Deer College and Drayton Valiey Elemen- 
tary School Libraries. She married Gene Bed- 
nard. Gene was employed by the Royal Bank in 
Red Deer, Foremost, Edmonton and Drayton 
Valley, then he decided to go farming on his 
parent's farm in the Medicine Valley district for 
two years. Since then he had been employed by 
the Farm Credit Corporation in Vegreville and 
now is in Grande Prairie. Along with their two 
daughters, Traci and Karin, they are settled in 
their new home in this progressive community. 

Dale had travel on his mind. To make this 
possible he worked on the railroad until he had 
saved sufficient money to go with his friends on a 
trip to Europe. Upon iis return he was employed 
by Moduline Industries, and is now with Midwest 
Mobile Homes, Red Deer. He married Sandra 
Leinwieber. Sandra has ‘a course in Beauty 
Culture and is one of the instructors at Parkdale 
Beauty School. Along with their two sons, 
Patrick and Sean, they live in their mobile home 








We have spent holidays travelling in Alberta, 
British Columbia, Saskatchewan, and trom 
Oregon to Wyoming, U.S.A. In 1976 Annie, Max 
and T visited Dad’s home and all our relatives in 
‘Sweden, a fulfillment of a dream! In the not-too- 
distant future we hope to continue our travels to 
where we've left off. 




































































NUORISO SEURRA (YOUNG PEOPLE'S The group decided to buy a pall of candy, coffee, 
ASSOCIATION) — translated from Finnish and cookies; sandwiches would be donated by 


| Minutes the members for the first Christmas party. 

' ‘A meeting was held at the home of John In 1907 a mid-summer day picnic (Juhannus) 

Hyvonen Sr. on July 8, 1908. Samuel Saha was _or St. John’s Day, a Scandinavian celebration, 

nominated chairman of the meeting. was held at the John Hyvonen farm. During the 

The first item on the agenda was to find a summer, fish mulligan picnics were held on the 

name for the newly-formed group. “Young shore of Snake Lake (Sylvan Lake). The 1907 

| People's” was chosen as the official name, from Christmas party was held in the Saima School, 
several names suggested. Officers for the group _which had just recently been built. 

were as follows: President, Henry Aho; In March of 1908, a meeting was held at the 

Treasurer, Matti Johnson; Secretary, Elmer home of John Hyvonen, which was the most cen- 

Hyvonen, Membership fee was set at Gents—50 _tral point. All meetings ended with a sing-song 

cents; Ladies — 25 cents; and a quarterly fee of and a real good laugh. At this meeting Elmer 

15 cents per member. At this meeting 24 Hyvonen was nominated as President, Peter 

members joined. Toivonen as Secretary and Matt Talson as 

Meetings were held in various homes, witha ‘Treasurer. 

committee selected each time to provide enter- ‘A great need for a hall was very evident, and 

tainment, such as recitations, music and songs. money was put away for this purpose. John 

By August of 1906, the group membership had __-Hyvonen Sr. offered a corner of his land, the SW 

risen to 38. This was too large a group to gather _18-39-2-WS, for $10 an acre, which was aécepted. 

in people’s homes, so they gathered at different The first steps were taken to erect the Young 

schools. Peoples’ Hall when a building committee was 

i ‘That year the Christmas Concert was held in formed. This was made up of Peter Toivonen, 

Melita School. Christmas donations were made John Kinnunen, Jack Ropstelt, Andy Hyvonen, 

by the members, amounting to $16.05 for treats. Matt Talson, Richard Thorkman, and Elmer 


Hyvonen. 

The group decided the dimensions of the hall 
would be 24 feet by 36 feet. Matt Harju would 
enquire about lumber, 100 pounds of three-inch 
nails, 20 pounds of six-inch nails, 30 pounds of 
four-inch nails, all of which’ were to be 
purchased. There was no record of the amount of. 
lumber bought. 

By the time for the Midsummers’ Celebration 
In 1908, the hall was advanced enough for their 
first (Juhannus) pienfe, program and dance. 

A special committee was elected to make the 
mid-summer day program and picnic as 
humorous and enjoyable as possible. The com- 
mittee was made up of Peter Toivonen, Andrew 
Hyvonen, Matt Talson, Jack Ropsfelt, John Kin- 
nunen, Salma Ropsfelt, Sandra Halstein, Mary 
Ignatius, Stainer Johnson, and Aina Talson. 








Confirmation Cas, Front row: The Harje’s. Second row: Lydia 
Maki, Mae Kalaputa, Lillian Halse, Aine Ricks, Lily Vali and 
Lempi Woima, Hack row Jack Mammela, Unknown, Ed Vali 


‘Young People's Penic confirmation. 





John Platham’s Band at the Young People's Hall. Back row: 
Henry Talson, George Salonen, Arvid Thorkman, Pete Tason, and 
John Plath, Front row: Fred Tason, Okey Lundberg, Ed Kost, 
Touls Miter, Osear Niemi and Ott Kasper 





Waitresses would be Mary Ignatius, Lydia 
Joytsijarui Olsen, and Ida Hyvonen. 
Dishwashers were Mary and Aina Talson, San- 
dra Halstein, and Saima Ropsfelt. Andrew 
Hyvonen and’ Matt Talson were in charge of 
sports. Peter Tolvonen and Matt Hyvonen were 
in charge of the prizes. The program committee 
would be Jacob Ropsfelt, John Kinnunen, and 
Matt Johnson. 

Supplies ordered for the picnic were 10 dozen 
lemons, five pounds of coffee, $2 worth of nuts, 
two boxes of oranges, two bags of sugar, and 
candles for light. 

‘The highlight of one of the midsummer’s pic- 
nies was when Mr. Goey Pederson arrived with 
his horse-drawn Merry-Go-Round. The children 
will all remember the long rides they received 
for 10 cents. 

With the completion of the Young People’s 
Hall, picnics, wedding dances, church services, 
funerals, confirmations — all’ aspects of social 
life of the district — were held there. The Salma 
School concerts were held regularly at the hall. 
It was very Important to them to have the books 
audited regularly. The financial statement for 
the previous year would be read at the annual 
mid-summer celebration. 

Sports were generally baseball, softball, and 
gymnastics during the winter, with boxing and 
Wrestling being very popular through the years. 
‘The “Star Baseball Team” was one of the best in 
Central Alberta for a time, winning several 
awards. Most of the players were local boys, in- 
cluding John Johnson, Dave Hietala, Walter 
Stopsen, John Kalaputas, Ted Johnson, Charles 
‘Thorkman, Alex Hietala, Bud Hardsock, Aino 
Kasper, Oscar Moro, and George Ignatius. 

‘The Junior U.F.A. also held their meetings in 
the hall, and in 1929 presented a dialogue “Nancy 
Ann Brown's Folks” which was played in several 
places west and as far east as Sylvan Lake. 

‘The 16-mile trip to Sylvan Lake was driven 
with horses and sleigh. The cast of 12 players and 
equipment for the play was enough tofilla sleigh 
box. The cast would arrive home just before 
daybreak! What a happy sound it was to hear the 
sleigh bells ringing and people singing. This 
could be heard for miles on the cold winter 
nights. 

In later years the hall was seldom used and 
the piano was donated to the Benalto Hall, the 
coal oll lamps disappeared, windows were 
broken, and the building was otherwise van- 
dalized. As a result, the hall was sold to Bernard 
Molleken, who later sold it to Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Eckes. Mr. and Mrs. Eckes bullt’a new home on 
the location, and ail that is left of the Young 
Peoples’ Hail are fond memories! 





OJA, MATT 

Matt Oja came to Canada from Finland in 
1981. Arriving in this district in 1932, Matt made 
his home the first winter at the John Palm home 
at Palm Bay. As with many Finnish men, Matt 


Matt Kio 


spent his evenings carving wood-chains and 
windmills. Matt helped many settlers of this dis- 
trict to clear thelr land — entirely done by hand 
in those days. He also worked af logging. 

For a few years, Matt returned to the East. 
On his return to Eckville, he rented Sarah John. 
son’s farm yard where he raised pigs. 

He enjoyed his sauna. Now, in his retirement 
years, Matt maintains his own home and con- 
Uinues to enjoy fishing and visiting his friends. 





JOHN OLLI — by Mrs. Bill Maki 

John Olli, uncle of Bill Maki, arrived in the 
Eckville district in the 1940's, For a number of 
years he made his home with his nephew Bill and 
wife Miriam, Later he moved into a little house 
on the west shore of Sylvan Lake, which was 
formerly owned by John Eski. He lived there for 
many years before moving to the town of 
Eckville, where he rented a home. 

Around 1967 John returned to Finland to live. 
He passed away there in 1976 at the age of 88 or 89 
years, 





OLSEN, CARL — by Sylvia Thorkman 
Carl ‘Olsen was born in Norway and came to 
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Canada from North Dakota, U.S.A. Arriving in 
Canada he homesteaded the NE. 7-40-2W5. He 
was a bachelor farmer, raised cattle and hogs. 
He loved to play his concertina and entertained 
at picnics and gatherings. He also enjoyed 
serenading the ladies, 

He died in a runaway in 1931 when his horses 
bolted and the team and wagon ran over him. He 
had no known relatives. 


THE RON PALM HISTORY — by Margaurette 
‘alm 

Ronald and Margaurette Palm were married 
in Lacombe on September 1, 1955. This day also 
marked Alberta’s official Golden Jubilee 
Celebration. Ron was the sixth child of Bill and 
Irene Palm of Eckville. Marg was the oldest 
daughter of Stan and Eileen Walker of Bentley. 
‘Marg's early life was spent on the family farm 
near Vegreville, Alberta and later the farm 
north of Bentley, Alberta. 

Ron and Marg made their home in various 
places around Eckville, always preferring the 
country. Ron worked on construction jobs, in ser- 
vice stations and in tire shops. Marg’ taught 
primary Grades, 1 or 2, in Eckville school, 
Children born to this marriage were: Ronald 
Dale, born in 1956; Anne Marie, born in 1957; 
Allan Robert, born in 1959; Stanley William born 
in 1961; and’Sharon Dalen, born in 1962. The 
children all attended school in Eckville. Marie 
graduated in 1975. 

In 1962, the Paims acquired their own home, 
the acreage PT SW 29-39-2-W5, which was 
purchased from Eli Murto. This was the former 
Charlie Vianen home. The same year Ron bought 
a steam bath from Alex Murto off the former 
Henry Talson farm. The Finnish tradition of hav- 
ing a sauna every Saturday night has continued 
throughout the years. Ron started his own con- 
struction business which included a Cat, grader 
and gravel truck. With this machinery he did oil 
lease maintenance and farm jobs. Dale joined 
his dad in this endeavour. 
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on Palm Family. Left to right: Ron, Allan, Stan, Marie, Dale, 
Dalen, Marg. Taken a Hythe, Alberta ia 1968 





Dale died on October 22, 1972 at the age of 16 
years as the result of injuries following a truck 
accident. 

Marg took university courses offered through 
Red Deer College. She received her Bachelor of 
Education Degree in 1975. Marg was appointed 
vice-principal of the Eckville Elementary School 
In 1974, 

Ron purchased his workshop from Bill Eluik 
in 1974. It was the former Shady Nook School. It 
had served as a classroom and music room in 
Eckville for many years. 

Family tles have important meaning to Ron 
and Marg. Each summer, the family attended 
the Palm family picnic which was organized by 
Ole and Allie Solberg and held at Palm Bay; the 
north end of Sylvan Lake. The Johanson plenic, 
Ron’s mother’s family, was held at Emil and 
Hulda Wester's home at Sylvan Lake. In 1976 
Ron and Marg organized the Palm-Johanson 
family picnic at their home. Eighty-five 
members attended. The second annual picni 
was held in 1977. These will likely continue. 

‘The family celebrated the 50th wedding an- 
niversary of Ron’s parents in 1974, The same 
year, a 40th wedding anniversary party was held 
at Ron and Marg’s home for the family and 
friends of Marg’s parents, Stan and Eileen 
Walker. 

Ron and Marg’s interests have centered 
around their home and children. Ron enjoys 
building planters for the flowers, planting trees 
and working in his shop. Marg enjoys her flowers 
and her yard. 








PELTOKANGAS, LAURI (Larry Kangas) 

Larry Kangas was born February 20, 1902, in 
Finland. He came to the Eckville District about 
193 

Larry and Eino Passi spent two winters trap- 
ping — one was spent west of Rocky Mountain 
House and the second one was spent at Medicine 
Lake trapping squirrels. In each case, they built 
thelr cabin to live in and went out with only the 
bare essentials, living off the land. 

Larry was a carpenter by trade. His name is 


f. 








remembered in many homes for additions he 
built on to houses, cupboards or other 
renovations. 

Larry had a real sense of humor as well as a 
great love of nature, The chikadees knew and 
trusted him, The deer had no fear of him and 
walked up to his doorstep. Every spring he would 
put out as many as one thousand strings for the 
orioles building their nests around his yard. 

Larry enjoyed his sauna and always made a 
supply of hazelnut switches for himself and his 
friends. 

His hobbies included fishing, gardening, and 
carving. Larry died December 9, 1976, and is 
buried in the Eckville Cemetery 


‘THE PESOLA FAMILY — by Vivian Pesola 

Mr. and Mrs. Pesola were married in Butte, 
Montana in 1905. A daughter, Vivian, was born to 
them there, Soon after that they went to the 
Eckville area in Canada. Mr. Pesola 
homesteaded the S.E. 24-39-3-W5. In this desolate 
land a son, Wilfred, was born on February 14, 
1908. A daughter, Lillian, was born on June 30, 
1914. 

Our lives were lonely and humble. There were 
many struggles in those isolated, vast areas 
‘There was very little opportunity for com: 
munication with other Finnish families in like 
conditions. 

‘The family returned to the U.S.A. during 
World War I — perhaps 1915 or 1916. I am now the 
lone survivor of the Pesola family, and I am 70 
years old. 


POTIVAR, JOHN 

John Potivar came to the Eckville District 
trom Russia. He bought the quarter SW 24-39-3- 
W5 from Rudolph Stopsen. He engaged in mixed 
farming. John Potivar knew the secret of clean- 
ing up quack grass. By keeping his land black for 
two summers, the roots rotted away and the land 
was free of this weed. He sold his land to Jim 
Grant and now makes his home in Calgary, 
Alberta. 


PSIKLA, JOE AND JENNIE 

‘Joe Psikla was born on March 19, 1921 in 
Coleman, Alberta and came to the Saima School 
District 1434 with his parents in the fall of 1930. 
Upon arrival in the district he started school tak- 
ing Grade 5 with Miss Laimi Hill as teacher. The 
following year and up till Grade 8 Miss Laimi 
‘Maki was his teacher. He took his Grade 9 at 
Boyle School with Harry Laycock as teacher, 
returned to Saimi and took his Grade 10 under 
the supervision of Miss Maki. In 1937 he com- 
pleted his Grade 11 at the Eckville School. After 
Teaving school he started farming with his 
parents. 

His hobby was music and he learned to play 
the violin at the age of 16. A few years later he, 
with his brother and Andy Harvilow, started to 
play for house parties and barn dances. When the 
war came along Joe received a postponement 














from the armed forces to continue farming, In 
the early 1940's Joe joined the “Benalto Hill 
Billies”. Gordon Steadman had the drums, 
Laurel Nelison on the piano, Ted Johnson on the 
accordian and Joe with the violin. 

On July 14, 1949 Joe married Jennie Traut- 
‘man who was born in Strongfield, Saskatchewan 
‘on August 6, 1928. She then came to the Eckville 
district with her sister and brother-in-law who 
‘came to work for Ray Neimala. Jennie worked 
for John and Ida Lundberg and later for the 
Eckville Bakery, then operated by Mr. Ernest 
Jackson. In the spring of 1949 she worked for Jif- 
fy Lunch operated by Mrs. Alex Thompson. 

In August 1949 Joe and Jennie along with 
Peter and Jossie Liska started a dance orchestra 
and called themselves the “Polka Dots". Joe's 
brother Louis joined the group. 

On September 6, 1950 a severe hailstorm 
harvested a very good crop the first storm for 
over 25 years in the district. The following year 
1951 was marred by hailstorms and early winter. 

‘On September 12, 1951 Ronald was born in 
‘ckville Hospital. He was educated in the 
Eckville School and graduated in 1969. He 
worked for Whately Trucking, later for Skoc- 
dopole Construction and then for A.G.T. In 1972 
he moved to Prince George, B.C. and worked for 
B.C. Telephones until 1974 when he returned to 
Eekville where he is presently working for 
Robert Rathole operating a “rat hole” drilling 
rig. 

It was a great day on September 12, 1951 when 
the Calgary Power was turned on in our area. 

‘On June 21, 1953 (Father's Day) twins, Gerald 
and Joan, were born to Joe and Jennie in the 
Eckville ‘Hospital. They went to school in 
Eckville and graduated in 1971. Gerald worked 
for Whately Trucking and later on for Canada 
Packers. In 1972 he moved to Prince George, 
B.C, and was employed by Inland Natural Gas 
Company. In 1972 he returned to Eckville and in 
1975 worked for Larrett’s Trucking Company 
which he later purchased In the spring of 1977 
and at present is operating his own trucking 
business known as Jaquar Trucking Limited. 

‘Joan, after she graduated, worked for the 
Bank of Montreal in Red Deer at the Eastview 
Shopping Centre and later was transferred to a 
Calgary Branch, On October 12, 1974 she married 
John Carroll (known as Jack)’ who was born in 
Eckville on July 14, 1949. At the age of 16 Jack 
‘moved to Kitimat, B.C. with his parents where 
he finished high ‘school and completed three 
years of commerce at the University of Victoria. 
‘On June 5, 1976 a daughter Jocelyn was born to 
them in Calgary. In the early spring they moved 
to Fox Creek where Jack is employed in the Hud- 
son Bay Gas Plant. 

In the mid 50's Joe with his uncle Peter and 
brother Louis joined with Waldo Raabis and Roy 
Leach in a dance band and called themselves 
“The Rhythm Boys” and played steady for 
almost five years. 

















On August 1, 1956 Robert was born in the 
Eckville Hospital. Robert received his education 
at the Eckville school and completed Grade 10. 
He took Grade 11 in Camille J. LaRouge school in 
Red Deer. He went to Edmonton and worked for 
Kenyan Industries and later worked for Air Vac 
in Red Deer. At present he is working with his 
brother for Robert Rathole Limited. 

In 1959 Joe, Jennie and family, after living 
with Joe's parents, moved into a two room house 
which was remodelled into a four room 
bungalow 

On April 28, 1965 Loretta was born in the 
Eckville Hospital to complete their family of 
three boys, and two girls. Loretta attends 
Eckville School and is taking her Grade 7. 

In the spring of 1971 Joe’s parents retired 
from the farm, Joe along with his brother, Louis, 
continued farming. Joe and his family ‘moved 
into the main house and at present siill make 
their home there, 

Im 1975 the last of the heavy bush was 
bulldozed on the farm by Herb Oja, leaving only 
shelter belts. 

Jennie at present is a member of the Catholic 
Women's League. Joe is a member of the 
Benalto Elks Lodge 404 and takes active part in 
Patrol Team work. Joe and Jennie along with 
Peter and Josie Liska still are in the dance 
orehestra business and call themselves “The 
Family Four”. 

PSIKLA, LOUIS JR. 

Louis Psikla Junior was born on September 9, 
1925 in Coleman, Alberta and came with his 
parents to Saima School district 1934 at the age of 
five years. He took his schooling at Salma School 
with Laim! Maki as teacher until Grade 4. From 
then on his teachers were Miss Martha Holms, 
Miss Mildred Anderson and Mrs. Watson. 

After completing a Grade 9 education he took 
up farming with his parents and brother Joe. 
During the early 40's he was a musician and 
played with his brother Joe and Andy Harvilow 
for house parties and barn dances. Later on he 
Joined a dance band with brother Joe and sister- 
inlaw, Jennie, and his Uncle Peter and Aunt 
Josie and they called themselves the “Polka 
Dots”. In the mid 50's he played with the 
“Rhythm Boys” orchestra as drummer for a 
period of five years. After his parents retired in 
the spring of 1971 he continued to farm with his 
brother Joe. 

In December 1975 Quassar Oil Company 
drilled an oil well on his property. The drilling rig 
that contracted the job was Cactus Rig 10 
operated by his brother-in-law John Safronovich. 

Louis is a member of the Benalto Elks Lodge 
404 and takes an active part in Patrol Team 
work. He Is also on several committees in 
various organizations. 

SIKLA, MR. AND MRS. LOUIS SR. — by 
Virginia Safronovich 
Mr. Louis Psikla Sr. was born in Podbiel, 





995 


Czechoslovakla on September 2, 1895. At the age 
of 17 years he landed in the United States of 
America and came to Coleman, Alberta from the 
States. 

He married Mary Liska, who was born in 
Coleman on December 18, 1904. ‘The marriage 
took place on May 3, 1920 in Coleman. Their first 
born, Joseph, was born on March 19, 1921; next 
was ‘Mary, Born March 2, 1922. Mary died of 
sunstroke on June 19, 1925. Helen was born on Oc- 
tober 14, 1923 and ‘died four months later of 
diphtheria, The girls both died slowly at home, 
as there were no hospitals at that time, but a doc: 
tor came to the house, Louis Jr. was born on 
September 9, 1925. 

‘Mr. Psikla was a coal miner in Coleman, 
Since the gas in the mine started causing him 
health problems, he started working in the bush, 
cutting and hauling props for the mine. He 
decided that he would like to go farming so he 
bought 40 acres at Cranbrook, B.C. After think. 
{ing about making a living out of that, he knew It 
was Impossible, so the search for land began. He 
travelled through Michigan and Washington. He 
finally came to Eckville, when a man by the 
name of Charles Nociles, who owned a drygoods 
store in Coleman, said “Go to the Red Deer area. 
‘There is really nice farmland there.” 

On October 1, 1990 he made the deal on his 
home quarter, which was NW 32-39-2-W5. He paid 
$850 to Mr. ‘Mitchell from Calgary who ‘had 
ought the place but had never lived on it. This 
was 160 acres of solid timber! No house, no well, 
and no place even to build a house! When he went 
back to the Pass, he told his wife of the beautiful 
place he had bought. “Oh, Mary, you should see 
it, there are even hazel nuts growing there!” 
Well, Mary, being a town girl, had been quite 
happy living where she was, so'when they came 
out on November 2, 1930, with two little boys, she 
came to the conclusion that the only nut’ she 
could see was her husband! 

Arrangements were made with Mr. Wells, 
through Ray Wright, that the family should live 
at the Wells farm, as he was a widower, with a 
fair-sized house for those days. By this time Joe 
was nine years old and attending Salma school 
and Louis was four years old. The family stayed 
with Mr. Wells for the first winter. 

Louis had great plans for the future, with four 
horses, a wagon and sleigh, acquired from his 
bush work, and four cows which were exchanged 
for the 40 acres in Cranbrook. Now, we must get 
some money. He went to the bank manager, Mr. 
Mann, to borrow some money so that he could 
hire a crew to clear the land. To his dismay, the 
government would not lend him anything, as he 
Was not yet well-enough established. The re- 
quirement for getting a loan was 50 acres of 
cleared land. 

During this first winter Mr. Psikla was a very 
busy man. He cleared a spot for a cabin and 
about one acre for a garden, and bull! a log 























cabin, He also worked with Ray Wright and 
together they logged. Mr. Henry Heitala sawed 
the lumber, in return for hali of the lumber 
sawed. For the winter's work Louls’ share was 
50,000 feet of lumber. He traded this for grain 
and hay and rent on machinery, which he later 
borrowed from neighbors at ten'cents per acre. 
During this time Mrs. Psikla kept house and 
looked after Mr. Well’s daughter, Unis, who was 
a midget, in return for their winter’s keep. 

Mr. Luoma and his boys helped drill a well, 
which was done by gin pole, drilling by hand. Mr. 
Luoma and Mr. Frank Wine were neighbors who 
helped the family on several occasions at the 
beginning, and were also of great help in the 
future, when Louis had to go back to the Pass and 
work. 

In the spring of 1931 they moved to their new 
home, which was a log cabin 18 feet by 22 feet. 
Although the winter was beautiful, the cabin was 
not exactly warm. The potatoes froze behind the 
stove. 

Louls’ brother and Mary's sister, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Psikla, and thelr family, Joan, four 
months and Alex, five years old, arrived from 
Cranbrook in August of 1932. Annie was very sick 
with rheumatic fever. It was the time of the 
depression, and there was nowhere to go, so they 
moved in with Mary, Louis and family in their 
one-roomed cabin for the summer. Joe Psikla 
worked for different farmers around, which in- 
cluded Gilbertsons and Ericksons. His wages 
were one dollar per day or twenty-five dollars 
per month. Hours were from sunrise to sunset, 
with no days off. 

Winter was coming on and the place was pret: 
ty crowded, so Mary, Louis and family moved to 
Rapina’s, as Louis rented the Rapina and Wells 
farms. The Rapina farm is now Walter Johnson's 
farm. The family wintered 1932 there and 
cropped it in 1933. During the winter they were 
also building another cabin for Joe and Annie, on 
the original place, 

In the spring of 1932 they returned to their 
cabin and Joe and Annie moved into their own 
cabin. Everyone stayed until 1936, when Joe left 
in the spring for Coleman, where he became 
employed as a coal miner. Annie and their 
children followed two months later. 

By this time the situation looked pretty tough. 
Louis hadn’t paid taxes since he moved there, 
and the land was going to be sold for taxes. The 
taxes amounted to five hundred dollars, so Louis 
quit renting land, left his family and went to 
Coleman to work in the bush. This took the 
summer months of 1936 and 1937 to get the debt 
paid. During this time Mary looked towards the 
mountains with tears in her eyes and an aching 
heart, wondering what she was ever doing here 
in this bush, longing for her husband and parents 
‘who were also at Coleman at that time, and the 
small town life that she had been used to. 

In 1938 Mr. Wells rented his land again to 
Louls. This included the buildings also, so the 














family moved for the final time. This is the 
Psikla farm, SW 6-40-2-W5, as It Is known today. 
Mr. Wells built himself a two-room house on the 
same property. 

A daughter, Virginia, was born to Louis and 
Mary on October 25, 1939. She attended Saima 
school, as her brothers had before her, until 
grade four, when the school bus started. She then 
completed her schooling in Eckville. 

In 1942 the Mitzner property was purchased. 
It was fall, and Louls was shoveling grain from 
the threshing machine to the granary. Emma 
Brown came from the States to help her mother 
with business matters. It was Mrs. Mitzner’s 
belief that a transaction must be done in the light 
of the moon in order to have any good fortune. It 
turned out that Mary shoveled grain while Louis 
made the deal! 

In 1945 the Wells property was purchased by 
‘means of a loan made by Leopold Zaleski. By 
this time Joe and Louis were interested in the 
farm and it became a family operation. 

Also life was getting to be a little easier. Mary 
belonged to the sewing circle. It was great fun! 
One day, Mary was a little late to catch Mrs. 
Parkkari, who was driving a horse and sleigh, 
with a load of ladies. Mary, carrying Virignia, 
was running through the snow, hollering and 
waving, never losing sight of the sleigh. The 
ladies in the sleigh, though, were a pretty happy 
bunch, talking and never looking back. About 
five minutes after they all sat down at Irene 
Palm's who should arrive but Mary, all puffed 
out! 

‘On October 28, 1966 Mr. Psikla transferred 
thelr original place, including the two log cabins 
which stand in the open field, to his son Louis. By 
1973 this place was finally cleared of all the bush 
and you can actually see the north end of Sylvan 
Lake, which was unknown to them when they 
came to the land in 1930. 

In 1948, 1050 square feet were built on to the 
house. Joe married Jennie Trautman on July 14, 
1949. 

‘Virginia was married to John Safronovich of 
Buck Creek on July 23, 1959, after having 








Louis Pike's Golden Wedding Anniversary 


graduated from school and being employed as 
bookkeeper in the Eckville Co-Op store. 

In 1970 Mr. and Mrs. Psikla celebrated their 
‘50th Wedding Anniversary. They retired to their 
‘own home in Red Deer in March, 1972, 

These are some of the events In their life, 1 
hope you enjoy them, and if you are ever in Red 
Deer, lam sure they can tell you a lot of other in- 
teresting stories. 


JOHN AND AINA SAARI — by Elma Jackson 

John Victor Saari was born in Finland in 1885 
and in 1906, at the age of 20 years immigrated to 
the United States. He spent three years working 
in Duluth, Minnesota, and in’ Minneapolis, 
Minnesota prior to moving to Butte, Montana to 
work in the copper mines. 

In January, 1911 he married Aina Maria Lax. 
strom. She was born in Republic, Michigan, 
U.S.A, and, after being employed for two years 
in Minneapolis, she moved to Butte. Their first 
child, Rexford John, was born there. 

In 1912 the family moved to their homestead 
in the Golden Heights district north of 
Leslieville. Tt was here that Elma, Roy and 
Rudolph were born. Each winter John returned 
to Butte to work in the mine in order to make the 
required improvements on the homestead. After 
approximately seven years he decided to leave 
this farm because of the unproductiveness of the 
land. 

For a few years they rented land in the 
Leslieville and Eckville areas, and in 1925 they 
purchased the home farm, N 25-39-3-W5. In ad- 
dition to farming, between 1937 and 1941 John 
operated a sawmill south-west of Rocky Moun- 
tain House on Prairie Creek. 

John was always very actively involved in 
community affairs. He was a councillor for the 
municipality of Lochearn (Leslieville), and 
served as a school board member in Golden 
Heights, Saima and Eckville school districts. He 
was on the hospital board for many years, hav- 
ing been one of the original members who were 
responsible for the opening of the first hospital’in 
Eckville. 

John was a very active supporter of the 
Eckville Co-op Association. Throughout his 
years in the community he served as a co-op 
Girector for most of that time. He was one of the 
founding members of the Eckville Credit Union 
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and remained active in this organization 
throughout his life. 

He was a member of the telephone associa- 
tion and was also very instrumental in bringing 
about the electrification program into the rural 
area. 

‘Throughout these endeavors John received 
full support from Aina, who was also very 
pleased to see progress taking place in the com- 
munity and was always willing to have com- 
mittee meetings in their home. 

John and Aina left the farm in 1950 to live in 
Eckville. They celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary in January, 1961, with open house at 
the home of their son and daughter-in-law, Roy 
and Marg Saari, 





John and Aina Saris golden wedding snniversary, January, 
198, 


John passed away on July 12, 1963. Aina con- 
tinued to live in Eckville until six months prior to 
her passing when, due to her arthritic condition 
she was forced to take residence in Valley Park 
Manor, Red Deer. She passed away on February 
1, 1971. They were predeceased by thelr son, 
Rex, in 1953. Elma and Jake Jackson are now 
residing in Calgary. Roy and Marg are in 
Eckville and Rudolph and Katie live on the home 
farm. 


SAIMA MEMORIES — fondly submitted by 
Fern Thorkman Skocdopole 

In memory of some of the early pioneers of 
the Saima district. Without them the community 
would have been rather small and insignificant. 

I would like to mention two wonderful ladies, 
who were like grandmothers to me, Mrs. Ida 
Lundberg and Mrs. Hilda Salo, 

At the Lundberg’s I remember the afternoon 
tea parties we had — how lovely they were. Also 
the many times I stayed with her when Mr. 
Lundberg was away at conventions. When I think 
of it now, how frightening it Is! She was a 
diabetic and could not be left alone, and I was a 
youngster of only seven or eight years. 
Whenever help was needed by a neighbor, she 
was the first to come and help. Many a doily and 
tiger Illy I have to remember her by! 

Mrs. Hilda Salo’s is where I was always 




























































seated at the table, with a cup of coffee, cream 
and “a lot” of sugar — like Iittle children love. 
One day I shall always remember was when 
Mrs. Salo put little spoons on the table. (Little 
did I know then, they were coffee spoons.) I 
guess she could see the admiration in my big 
brown eyes when I looked at the little spoons, for 
this kindly lady gave me one of them. Now quick- 
ly I rushed home with the spoon in my hot little 
fist. Thirty years have passed. I have the 
spoon in my silver chest and twice yearly take it 
out, polish It and tuck it away once more. 

‘Then there were times when tickets, cards or 
other articles had to be sold for school. The first 
place we would head for was to Wayne and Tillie 
Ignatius. They would make us so welcome. Tillie 
always had the best Finnish coffee bread! 
Whatever we were selling, they would buy. I’m 
sure some of the articles were of little use to 
them. We always came away happy, with change 
in our pockets. Wayne now resides in the 
Lacombe Senior Citizens Lodge. We see him now 
and then, enjoy a wonderful visit, which really 
brings back memories of when he lived in our 
community. Tillie passed away many years ago. 

Charles and Emma Donaldson, from 
Brockville, Ontario, owned Birch Crest on the 
west end of Sylvan Lake. This is where we spent 
many a Sunday. During the summer Mr. Donald- 
son would take us for boat rides around the lake. 
We know where every sand bar and deep spot 
was located. After our boat ride, we would have a 
relaxing visit over lemonade and sugar cookies, 
in the summer house which Mr. Donaldson had 
built on the bank overlooking the lake. 
Sometimes we would work on puzzles, or have a 
game of scrabble, but the scrabble game usually 
ended quite soon, for one person in particular 
would invent words to fit any situation he en- 
countered. There were a few arguments, dic- 
tionaries were brought out, and soon the game 
was scrapped for that day. 

‘Emma Donaldson was a dear little lady, who 





Mr. and Mrs. Charles Donaldson, 


played the piano for all the school concerts and 
other community activities. She even taught 
some of us music — or tried to, that is. Mrs. 
Donaldson played the plano in Ontario and later 
in Youngstown for the silent movies. When she 
would show us how she would play during 
different scenes, we were absolutely spell-bound. 

‘The Donaldsons were relatives of Barbara 
‘Ann Scott, the world-famous figure skater. On 
fone occasion when Barbara-Ann was to pass 
through Red Deer Mr. and Mrs. Donaldson had 
arranged to board the train at a station up the 
line. It was with great pride that they witnessed 
the outstanding ovation given to Barbara-Ann 
upon her appearance at the railway station in 
Red Deer. 

‘The Donaldsons have passed away and are 
buried in the Sylvan Lake Cemetery. Those of us 
who had the opportunity of knowing them will 
remember that beautiful old car with curtains, 
which they drove, as well as thelr wonderful 
sense of humor, 

Hallowe'en was another period of time when 
we remember certain people. When we arrived 
at Walter and Mamie Johnson's, all decked out in 
our regalia, Walter always came up with a little 
something to improve our costumes. Once it was 
a corn cob pipe. There was always a humorous 
story or two, a nice treat and a wish for a very 
enjoyable evening. Last words were “See you 
next year!” Mamie passed away in July, 1966. 
Sad to say, Walter passed away on May 8, 1977, 
so never had the opportunity of seeing our book 
published. He would have enjoyed it so very 
much! 

‘There were other people who were great fun 
at Hallowe'en, including Gordon and Phyllis 
Erickson. One time I recall Phyllis forgetting to 
buy treats, so we all enjoyed bacon and eggs. I'm 
sure Dad and my uncles were happy to see us 
grow up, because we must have been awfully 
hard on their clothing, especially the underwear, 
when assembling our costumes. Come to think of 
it, maybe they weren’t the only ones to be happy 
t0 see us grow up! 

Walter Stopsen, SE 30-39-2W5, was a 
bachelor, but he enjoyed the company of 
children very much. One day the Saima School 
class went over to see Walter to discuss purchas- 
ing his farm. This was a social studies project, s0 
the students had to go alone. Anyway, Walter 
told us to “‘go look at the machinery, stock and 
buildings.” He stayed in the house to make 
lunch, so we could do our dealing over coffee. 

Walter suggested we should have a lawyer on 
hand, but we assured him that we were very 
trustworthy and a lawyer would not be needed, 
and would just be an added expense. I can't 
recall the price we arrived at, but it was 
probably small. How nice it was for him to take 
the time to bother with us! 

Mr, Antti Bellikka was another person I shall 
remember fondly. He had the most beautiful 
dancing blue eyes, and a snow-white beard. I 
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always thought he'd make one “Super Santa 
Claus.” It just happened that he would be going 
by our gate every morning when we were on our 
way to school. In summer It was with horse and 
buggy, in winter, with horse and cutter. He 
would’ tuck the covers around us and off we 
would go. When school was over who was on the 
road but Mr, Bellikka! He told us he was going 
for milk, but I’m sure he never made so many 
trips for milk. As T remember, he had a nanny 
goat that stood on the little shed east of his house. 

‘Mr. Bellikka loved to ski, but before starting 
out he would light his pipe. Every time he would 
push with his poles a putt of smoke would come 
out of his pipe. We found this most amusing, and 
thought that it would make one wonder how the 
effort was powered! 

‘Mrs. Minnfe Lindequist, SE 23-39.3W5, was a 
neighbor lady who always served maple sticks to 
us children. Now, they are referred to as “long 
johns.” How times have changed. Before, when 
someone referred to “long johns” they meant 
someone's winter woolles. Must be the genera- 
tion gap! 

Dad had a hired man be the name of John 
Vaara, We children called him “Little John” 
because he wasn’t very big, but he really knew 
how to work. Somehow, we found out when it was 
John’s birthday, so we asked Mother to bake a 
‘cake and put candles on it. After supper that 
evening we brought the cake out, lit the candles 
and proceeded to sing ‘Happy Birthday.” Tears 
‘came to John’s eyes. We didn’t know if It was our 
singing, or what. Apparently he had never had a 
birthday cake before, and was very touched. He 
sald, “‘No one had ever done anything so nice for 
me before.” Some people liked to make fun of 
John, but I guess they never took the time to get 
to know him or they would have felt differently. 

Many a lovely visit we enjoyed with Wayne 
and Sadie Stopsen. SE 36-39-3W5, Sadie could 
whip up a delicious cake faster than anyone T 
know, when unexpected company arrived. 

One humorous incident that comes to mind. 
When out in the fields at meal time, the men 
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were summoned to the meal by Sadie swinging a 
white cloth. One day she decided to fry chicken 
for dinner, and had trouble wringing the leghorn 
chicken’s heck. Wayne noticed the movement in 
the alr, and immediately started home. A bit ear- 
ly for the meal! Many a laugh we had over this. 

‘The lovely people mentioned are all gone now, 
with the exception of Gordon and Phyllis 
Erickson, who still are our neighbors. 

‘My oniy regret is that this history book wasn't 
written 10 years sooner, so some of these wonder- 
ful people could have had the pleasure of reading 
it. I've very much enjoyed working with the 
group to compile the book. I have also had the 
pleasure of meeting many wonderful people 
through this work. 


SAIMA SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1437 

‘A meeting to form a school district was called 
on December 27, 1906 at the home of John 
Senor (NW 20'38-2-W5). John Schnoor was 
elected the chairman with Edward Mitzner as 
the secretary. The other board members were 
Nels Waisanen, Herman Talson, Thomas Thork- 
man, and Charles Reinholdt. 

‘At the first board meeting held in 1907 on 
February 19, Edward Mitzner was appointed 
secretary-treasurer. He was to be bonded for the 
sum of $2,000, salary to be $30 for the year with 
the district fo furnish the necessary postage 
stamps, paper, books, etc. Taxes were levied at 
seven and one-quarter percent per acre for 1907. 
AL this meeting it was decided to build a frame 
schoolhouse 26 feet wide, 36 feet long and 14 feet 
high, (suitable to accommodate 40 pupils). The 
school house was to be built on the SE corner 30- 
39-2-W5 on two acres of ground purchased from 
5. Johnson for $8 an acre. 

‘A loan of $1,500 was obtained from Canadian 
National Loan Co. Ltd. Tenders were opened for 
building the schoolhouse with C. M. Dylla sub- 
mitting the lowest bid of $115 August Mitzner to 
post bond for work done. ‘The contract for 
building the school was to include a woodshed 
and {wo outhouses. The sill for the school 
building to consist of two by eight’s spiked 
together to form an eight by eight. The supports 
to be deeper than 18” for which the contractor 
would be paid extra. 

‘Thomas Thorkman was paid for delivering 
6042 feet of lumber at $5 per thousand and $2.50 
for getting prices on lumber making a total of 
$92.75, Isaac Niemi was paid for drawing 3871 
feet of lumber at $5 per thousand total $19.35. At 
the May 15, 1907 meeting the board of trustees 
decided the woodshed should be 10 eet by 12 feet, 
seven feet high with a slant roof. The school 
round to be as follows: 208 feet eight inches run. 
ning from east to west and 417 feet four inches 
running from south to north. The school site 
would be cleared of brush and fenced, the fence 
would be made of popular rails with posts driven 
in the ground and the fire guard 16 feet wide. The 
chimney for the school to be 16 inches square or 































































built six bricks to the round. John Johnson to fur. 
nish bricks, lime and sand and to put the 
chimney up for $20. ‘There were 20 double seats 
ordered for pupils of the school — six large size, 
elght medium size, and six small size; also 
teacher's desk number five, teacher's chairs, 
two of number two. Also to be purchased were a 
globe, 100 feet of hyloplate blackboard with 
moldings, 75¢ school hand bell, number one desk 
bell, also’ clock number one, three boxes alpha 
dusiless crayons, five Christie's dustless, 
noiseless erasers, numeral frame, one Christies 
rubber-tip pointer, Imperial unabridged dic. 
tionary, 20 cards of reading tablets and 12 dozen 
school report cards. 

It was resolved that a second class lady 
teacher was to be hired. (wonder why a first 
class lady wouldn’t do) 

When the school opened in 1907, the first 
teacher was Miss Niely. During the first years 
the school was open from June to December, a 
six month period. The teachers salary was $50 
per month. The children of the following parents 
Attended ciasses in 1907: Eckross, Nick Isaacson, 
George Kidd, Rudolf Stopsen, Thomas 
‘Thorkman, Mrs, Ignatius, Batdorf, Herman 
Talson, Knutilla and Eric Mak 

Business discussion at the second annual 
meeting of the ratepayers held on Jan. 11, 1908, 
beginning at 10 a.m., was the well. It was 106 feet 
deep and cost $141 with interest per annum of 
eight percent until paid. A great concern was the 
large bills being allowed by the board and that 
the government should be approached to see if 
something could be done about such bills. No 
delegates were sent to the Second Annual 
Convention of the Association of School Trustees 
to be held in Calgary, January 22-23, 1908 due to 
lack of funds. J. H. Batdorf proposed that the 
ratepayers should get together and fence the 
school grounds without the expense of hiring it 
Gone. This would save all the expenses except the 
nails, John Schnoor offered to donate all poles 
required, Fence to be an “‘A” fence. A motion 
was made by H. Schroeder and seconded by 
James Bernard that the ratepayers turn out on 
February 3, 1908 to put up the fence. Thomas 
‘Thorkman ‘was appointed foreman. August 
Mltzner asked the board to release him from his 
bond as an assurance for bullding of Saima 
School by C. M, Dylla. This was accepted by the 
board. All future work was to be done by con- 
tract. A special meeting held March 6, 1908 at 
3:30 p.m. at the home of John Schnoor was called 
to levy the school taxes. The taxes were set at 
seven and one-half cents per acre for 1908. It was 
noted that not enough ratepayers turned out to 
build the fence. Some who came objected to hav- 
{ng a pole fence bullt so nothing was done at this 
time. 

‘At the third annual meeting ratepayers 
decided to build a log stable to accommodate 
about six horses. Secretary-treasurer was In- 
structed to write to Ottawa for a permit to cut 


enough logs from the school section for said pur- 
poses. If they would have gone to section 37, they 
could have had all the logs they wanted free. 

The school taxes in 1910 were levied at six and 
one-half cents per acre. The fence was finally 
built in 1910 after tenders were let out with Henry 
Lepisto being awarded with the contract with a 
id of $18. In 1910 Mr. Robinson was hired to 
teach for a salary of $60 per month for a period of 
six months. Taxes levied in 1911 were six and 
one-quarter cents per acre or $10 per quarter 
section. Taxes in 1912 were levied at seven and 
one-quarter cents per aere and a discount of 10 
percent was allowed on all taxes paid by May. In 
‘1914 Mr. E. Hoglund offered to paint the outside 
of the schoolhouse with two coats of paint for $50. 
He was to supply all the paint necessary and also 
to paint the two outhouses at the rate of 25¢ per 
square yard. 

‘Taxes for the years 1915 to 1918 were set at 11¢ 
with the same discount as previous years. In 1918 
the janitors salary was raised to four dollars per 
month, as well as the teachers salary raised to 
$70 per month. In 1919 the taxes went down to 10¢, 
the discount was five percent but the teachers 
salary went up to $80 per month. Taxes went up 
to 12 per acre in 1920, discount staying at five 
percent but in 1921 the taxes stayed at 12 cents 
but the discount was set at 10 percent, The 
teacher's salary was $1200 per year. Mr. A. 
Hoglund painted the inside of the School for $95. 
In 1922 the taxes went up to 15¢ an acre, discount 
of elght percent taxes were paid 30 days from the 
day the taxes were due. The teachers salary was 
reduced to $1000. Taxes were 11 mills in 1923 with 
10 percent discount on all current taxes up to 
March 1 and five percent up to May with the 
teachers salary at $1200. In 1924 the taxes were 
levied at 11% mills with a discount of 10 percent 
if paid by April 1, Teachers salary was again 
reduced to $1000, The tax discount and teachers 
salary remained the same in 1925. In 1926 the 
mill Fate went up to 20 mills discount of 10 per- 
cent if pald before June 15. Teachers salary was 
sti00. 
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(The above was taken from the first minute 
book kept of the trustees and ratepayers 
meetings.) 

Bachelors living in the district at this time 
and later were Gust Carlson, John Jarvi, Henry 
Lepisto, Victor Vianen, James Bernard, Emil 
Heino. They played an important part in our 
community and we would be amiss if we didn’t 
mention their names. 

‘Through the years the school was used for 
other purposes such as church services and 
social evenings and in later years card parties 
and bingos. 











Mother's day at Saima School May 10, 1942. Mrs. Oscar Salo, 
Minnie Erickson, Mary Pakla, Hija Nesela, Beth Miter, Elma 
Jackson holding Donna, Burt Mitzer, Mis. Donaldson, Mrs 
Hoglund, Olga Igatis, Mes. Vianen, Tie Igadus, Elna Moore, 
Selma Muro, Mrs, A. Murio, Mis, Henry Talson and Mis 
Joh Saat 








‘The winters were cold. The mode of travel 
was walking or with a horse if you were for- 
tunate enough to have a horse. The school was 
very cold. Clothing was very important. Felt 
shoes, woolen stockings and long underwear 
were a must. The children would sit until noon 
around the pot belly furnace to keep warm. 
Lutheran ministers resided in the area; a 
manse was built in 1910 in the SW corner of the 
SW 24-39.3-W5. Ministers in the district through 
the ‘years were Rev. Jelti, Rev. and Mrs. 
Korhonen, Rev. and Mrs. Andrew Harju and 
Rev. John Luomala. Two laymen who performed 
baptismal and burial services when a minister 
was unavailable were Eric Maki and Andrew 
Bellikka. The manse was moved to Sylvan Lake 
in 1924 to be used as the Presbyterian manse. 
In 1946 the school was renovated and a full 
basement was bullt. The shortages of teachers in 
1950 forced the board to close the school. The 
children were bused to Eckville. The school was 
moved to Eckville the following year where it 
was used as the Home Economics room. The last 
elected board for the Saima School from 1944- 
1950 was: Secretary-treasurer, Mrs. Sylvia 
‘Thorkman, ‘Trustees — Walter Johnson, Alex 
Murto and Vitho Maki. 
‘Teachers at Saima School wert 
1907 — Miss Niely, 1908 — Mr. C. ‘Tancock, 
1909 — Miss Drima’ Robertson, 1910 — Mr. 














‘One of the last clases at Salma School, Back row: Gordon 
ricon, Grant Erickson, Betty Thorkman, Ethel Talon, Mist 
Fla Jackson, Teacher, Hazel Ignatius. Front row: Eddie Salo, 
Margaret, Jean and Bernice Thorkman, Selma Murto and Alleen 
Muto, 


‘Thomas E. Robinson, 1911 — Mr. Campbell 
Innes, 1912 Mr. S. A.’ Wilkinson, 1913 — Miss 
Alberta MacLaughlin, 1914 Miss M. E. Stewarts, 
1915 — Miss Florella Johnston (Barhan), 1916 — 
Miss Rodgers, 1917 — Miss Isea Grimson, 1918 — 
Mrs, A. R. Quigley, 1919 — Miss Lillian Gudmun- 
son, 1920 ~ Miss Lenori Mollie Graham, 1921 — 
Miss Adini M. Farr, 1922 — Mrs. Florella 
Barhan, 1923 — Miss Raymond, Mrs. Martin 
Rowell, 1924-25 Miss Winifred Arlendseon, 1926 
iss Ruth Garries (Lundberg) 1927 — Miss 
Atzinger, 1928 — Miss Agnes Anderson, 1929-31 
Miss Lymie Hill, (Shultz) 1932-36 Miss’ Laimie 
‘Marian’ Mackie,’ 1937-38 Miss Martha Holm, 
(Feidl) 1939-40 Miss Mildred Anderson (Niemi) 
1941 — Mrs. Nancy Nolan, 1942 — Mrs. Dorothy 
Watson, 1945 — Mrs, Edith Russell, 1943 — Mrs, 
Elma Jackson, 1944— Mrs. Dorothy Watson, 1946 
— Mrs. Annie Martin, 1947 — Mrs. Carrie 
Neilson, 1948 — Miss Mary Gamble, 1949 — Mrs. 
Marion 'McCarroll, 1950 — Miss Wilma Wyatt 
(Steves) 











OSSIAN AUGUST SALMINEN FAMILY — by 
Audrey Jenson 

Ossian August Salminen was born February 
22, 1901 in Tampere, Finland and came to the 
Eckville area in 1924. He was employed by Henry 
Barland as a carpenter, and they built many 
buildings in and around Eckville, the most 
notable of which was the Eckville creamery in 
1925. He also worked with Henry Jokinen and 
constructed private homes, some of which are 
still occupied today, Including Takkinen's house 
which was moved to 5024-54 Avenue in Eckville, 
and Zelt’s house on the farm, 

‘The Finnish people in the Eckville district 
had a live theatre group, and August played the 
male lead roles while he was in the area in 1927, 
1928, and 1929. During his stay in Eckville he also 
participated in the cross-country ski races, 
which he helped organize. 





In 1930 August returned to Medicine Hat, 
where he had lived upon his arrival from Finland 
in 1922. He was employed as a hired hand for 
Matt Haapala on his farm near Manyberries. He 
also worked in the Red Cliff coal mines, as well 
as belng employed in the maintenance depart- 
ment by the city of Medicine Hat. 

Esther Haapala, eldest child of Matt and 
Anna Haapala, was employed at the Medicine 
Hat hospital when she and August Salminen 
were married. They had four daughters: 
Marlene, Audrey, Lenore, and Jeanette, all born 
at Medicine Hai. 

‘August moved his wife and daughters to 
Benalto in 1942 when he enlisted in the Canadian 
air force and went overseas to fight for his 
‘adopted land. Their only son, Norman, was born 
in the Eckville hospital In 1942 and was three 
years old before Gus saw him. 

After the war, in 1946, Gus bought a farm 
from Rudolf Stopsen, the NW 28-39-2-W5 in the 
Saima district, and farmed for seven years until 
he ran out of money. 

Salminens moved into Eckville in 1953 and 
Esther worked at the hospital for two years while 
Gus was up north building micro-wave towers. 
‘They left Eckville again in 1955 and resided at 
Stettler, Edmonton, Jasper Place and Seba 
Beach before returning in 1965 to their old house 
on 54th Avenue in Eckville. They resided here 
until their passing — Gus on May 1, 1975, 
followed by Esther on September 24, 1975. 

Marlene McLean has three sons: Lauren, 
Darren and Wade, and lives in Edmonton. 

‘Audrey Jenson has two daughters, Debra and 
Sandra, and lives in the Eckville district 

Lenore Gawryluk has two daughters and one 
son and they live in Edmonton. The children are 
Marcy, Kimberly and Kendell. 

Jeanette Stanley and her family live in St. 
Albert. She has two sons, Rodger and Tyler, and 
a daughter, Mary-Dale. 

‘Norman and Judy live in Edmonton. Judy is 
the former Judith Moses of Grand Prairie. 











OSCAR AND HILDA SALO FAMILY 

Oscar Herman Bjorn emigrated from 
Suomusalini, Finland, to Halifax in 1898, and 
worked at the shipyards for a time before mov- 
ing on into the United States. Here he worked in 
various coal mines and in different states for 16 
years, and spent one year working in a copper 
mine in Butte, Montana. Apparently Oscar had 
lost one or more of his pay cheques due to the 
misspelling of his name. He therefore vowed that 
id change his name from “Bjorn’’ to 
and this change prevented the loss of any 
more cheques. 

Hilda M, Vaisanen came into Sand Coulee, 
Montana, U.S.A. in 1912 from Oululani, Finland, 
to stay with her sisters, Elisa, and Annie, (Mrs. 
Paul Kaikkonen). Soon after this Elisa was 
married to Frank Holm and the couple left for 
Eekville, Alberta, to seek a career in farming. 














































































































Mr, and Mrs, Oscar Salo and eldest daughter, Viena, 1917. 


Hilda then took over the boarding house which 
Eliisa had been operating. 
Hilda and Oscar were married in Sand 
Coulee, Montana, on July 16, and in 1918 they, 
too, immigrated to Alberta and settled at Nor: 
degg, where Oscar obtained employment in the 
coal mines. They, with thelr daughter Viena, 
lived in Nordegg for about a year. However, the 
idea of farming appealed to them and they 
bought the SE 26-39-3-W5 in the Eckville area. 
Here they built a house and the other necessary 
buildings and established their home. However, 
before the house was completed another 
daughter, Gertrude, was born at the home of 
Hilda’s sister, Mrs. Frank Holm, east of 
Eckville. Oscar would go back to work at 
Nordegg after the home was built and the family 
then lived by themselves while he was away. 
‘Oscar and Hilda had a family of seven 
children, losing one son, Arthur, when he was 
three years old in an accident. This occurred at 
threstiing time in 1933. The lad had climbed onto 
‘wagon which was temporarily idle, and then he 
was climbing down again over the wheel when 
the driver returned and started up the team, not 
knowing that the boy was there. Arthur was run 
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over, and death resulted. The remaining 
children are Viena, Gertrude, Laila, Sally, 
Edwin, and Wilfred. 

Oscar and Hilda farmed their quarter at 
Eckville until 1945, having also bought a C.P.R. 
quarter north of the home place during the 
1930's, 

At one time during this period Oscar had 
bought a Ford car. After a time the roof began to 
leak and on one occasion he had placed a tin can 
in the car to catch the dripping water. He had 
forgotten about this can being in the car and one 
day as he was driving down the road he heard 
this can rattling. He looked into the back of the 
car to see what was causing the noise, and while 
he was doing this the car took the liberty of run- 
ning off the road into a deep ditch. The result was 
that he had to have the car pulled out by some 
nearby neighbors, and Oscar had to endure a lot 
of joshing about this incident for quite some 
time, 

Hilda passed away on March 28, 1945, at 53 
years of age. This same year Oscar sold the farm 
to Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Thorkman, nearby 
neighbors, and bought a home in Sylvan Lake, as 
his health'did not permit him to continue farm- 
ing. He continued to live in Sylvan Lake until 
his death In April, 1949 at the age of 75 years. 
Both Hilda and Oscar are buried in the Eckville 
cemetery. 

‘The children are all in Alberta except for 
Wilfred (better known as Bill) who married 
Laura Sissons. Bill and Laura have lived in Win- 
nipeg, Manitoba, since their marriage, and have 
a family of five boys and one girl. Bill finished 
his grade 12 in the Sylvan Lake school, and by 
continued self-education he became a supervisor 
of the City Gas Supply in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Edwin, even at a young age, was interested in 
electricity and “what made it work.” Billy, the 
younger brother, was pressed into service as 
Edwin's assistant, or “guinea pig” in numerous 
experiments. Fortunately, Billy survived all of 
these experiences and Edwin went on to make 
electricity his life’s work. He worked as a super- 
visor for a number of years and now has his own 
electrical business called Edcan Electrical 
Supplies, in Calgary. Edwin married Oda 
Nielson of Huzzar, Alberta, and they have a 
family of four daughters and one son. 

Sally married Tiny Wallebeck from 
Clareshoim, Alberta, and they have two adopted 
children, David and Nancy, who are still of 
school age. Tiny worked for the Geophysical Ser- 
vices International for some years, and is now in 
the G.S.I office in Calgary, where they have 
lived for some time. 

Laila married Albert Kult and they are 
Hespero farmers and have a family of three boys 
and a girl. Leslie lives in British Columbia, and 
has a family of two. Linda lives in Spruce Lake, 
Saskatchewan, and has a boy and a girl. Jim is 
attending University, preparing for a career in 
teaching. He was married on June 26, 1976, to 











1003 


Brenda Bott, of Leslieville, Walter is thirteen in 
1976, and is still at home. 

Gertrude, the second oldest Salo girl, married 
Louis Johnson of Sylvan Lake after World War 
Il. Both Gertrude and Louis had been in the ser- 
vice during the war. After his return to civilian 
life Louls worked as a mechanic for quite a few 
years in the Joe Untinen Garage and later or 
worked for the G.S.I. as a mechanic in the Rain- 
bow Lake area. Louis passed away at Rainbow 
Lake in 1967 at the age of 51 years. Gertrude is 
living in Eckville at the present time. Their only 
son, Jim, suffered from a crippling disease and 
became confined to a wheelchair before he was 
sixteen. Jim now lives in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

In 1939 Viena, the oldest daughter of Oscar 
and Hilda, married John Kangas, the son of 
Richard Kangas of Hespero. They have two sons, 
Lorne and Robert. While John was serving in the 
army Viena lived in Sylvan Lake and after his 
return they bought a farm in the Diamond Valley 
area, John later worked in elevators at Hespero 

id at Exckville but found that the dust was affec- 
ting his health so, in 1962, they moved to Sylvan 
Lake. John then worked at the water well drilling 
business until his death in 1970, at the age of 56. 
Viena still lives in Sylvan Lake. Lorne, their 
older son, married Glenda Anderson of Bentley, 
Alberta, and they have a family of two boys and 
two girls. Lorne and his family live at Leduc, and 
Lorne works as a chartered accountant and has 
his office in Edmonton. Robert married Ann 
Nylen of Edmonton and they live in Calgary with 
their family of two girls. Robert also is a 
chartered accountant and is employed by the oil 
Industry. 

As of April, 1976, the grandchildren of Oscar 
and Hilda number twenty and the great. 
grandchildren number ten. 








SKOCDOPOLE, GLENN AND FERN 

Glenn Lyle,’ youngest son of Charles and 
Mildred (Strand) Skocdopole, was born June 3, 
1935, at Barrhead, Alberta. 

At an early age, Glenn moved with his family 
toa farm in the Hespero district. He received his 
education at Daisy Nook, Condor and Lindsay 
‘Thurber Composite High Schools in Red Deer. 

Glenn and Fern Catherine, "youngest 
daughter of Charles and Sylvia (Kalaputas) 
‘Thorkman of Eckville, were married in Red 
Deer, April 3, 1959, 

Fern attended school at Salma, Eckville and 
Edmonton. During her school years, Fern was 
active in the Glee Club and Drama group as well 
as all sports. After thelr marriage they lived ina 
mobile home on the Skocdopole farm at Hespero. 
While on the farm they had three children, twins, 
Steven Charles and Susan Catherine born April 
7, 1960 and Carla Jean, born November 21, 1963, 
Steven and Susan started Grade 1 at Condor 
school but due to illness, the family moved to the 
town of Eckville in July 1967. The family rented a 
home for a few years and Steven steadily im- 








proved. A fourth child Gerald Edward was borr 
April 20, 1970, in the Red Deer General Hospital. 
1n 1941, Glenn and Fern purchased SE 26-29 
W5 from Fern’s parents and bullt a new home 
This property was formerly owned by Oscar anc 
Hilda Salo. Glenn is presently installing rura 
gas systems throughout the province. He is ar 
avid pilot, a member of C.O.P.A. and enjoys 
fishing and hunting when he finds the time. Fern 
was a Brownle leader and belonged to the 
Hespero Presbyterian Ladies’ Aid while at 
Hespero. In Eckville, she taught Sunday School, 
isa member of the Country Ladies Aid and is 
presently secretary of the Eckville and District 
Historical Soctety. The children attend school in 
Eckville. 


‘THE SOCIALIST HALL 

‘The Socialist Hall was built around 1908. It 
was located on the south side of 17-39-2-W5 just 
west of a small lake which has dried up through 
the years. 

‘Juhanus plenics were held there as well as 
other functions; basket socials, shadow socials, 
dancing and a’ large Christmas program and 
social evening. 

In 1919, the hall was moved onto a new site 
next to No. 11 Highway on SW 12-39-2-W5. The 
new location was more central and there were 
better roads. 

‘The hall was named Elspeth Hall, after a 
CNR. side track close by. 

A two acre parcel of land was purchased on 


Re i 
Beck row: Jack Wuori, Sigfid Jari, unknown, Matt Wuor, 


Sylvester Saha, John Hellkinen, unknown, Mr. Kula, unknown, 
Front row: Albertina Niskanen, Elen Jarv, Mis. Heikkinen, Mrs 
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the west shore of Sylvan Lake in 1929 on NW 21- 
39-2-W5 which was the summer camp for 
teenagers and young adults. 

In the late 1950's the Elspeth Hall was moved 
again, this time onto the acreage on the shore of 
Sylvan Lake called Tim Buck shore. 

‘Two years later the hall and property was 
sold to the Ukranian Association of Edmonton, 


STOPSEN, LUDWIG 

Ludwig’ Stopsen was born in Urjola, Finland 
in 1873, His future wife, Hilda Makioja, was born 
in Tempere, Finland in October, 1882 

Ludwig emigrated to Rock Springs, Wyom- 
ing, in 1899, and Hilda to New Yorkin 1911, where 
she was employed as a maid. 

While working in the mines in the United 
States, word was spreading that there was 
homestead land available in an unsettled area 
west of Red Deer, in the NWT. As a result, 
Ludwig arrived at'the land titles office in Red 
Deer to file on the NE 36-39.3-W5. 

Since the land was heavily timbered the first 
thing on the agenda was to build a log cabin next 
to the creek that flowed through the property. 
Land had to be cleared to enable one to raise 
grain to make a living. 

After having corresponded for a number of 
years, in 1915 Hilda arrived in Red Deer, Alberta 
where she and Ludwig were married. Hilda was 
a very hard-working lady, who must have found 
it very difficult living on the homestead, after be- 
ing used to city living. The neighbors all 





Koja, Mrs. Matson, Ida Hl and in font of her i Syivia Wuor, 
‘unknown, Jack Hil, Elma Niskanen and infront of her are Raing 
and Walter Jar 





‘Mary Maki, Gust Makl, Mrs, L. Stopsen, Mr. and Mrs. R 
Stops. 


remember what a tender and kindly person she 
was. 

One cold day in January 1916, when the 
temperature dipped to 30 degrees below zero, 
help was needed at the Stopsens. Hilda, who was 
expecting went into labor and the help of a mid- 
wile was needed. 

Ludwig, knowing his good friends, the 
‘Thomas Thorkmans, had fast horses, skied 
across the field and asked if someone would go 
get the closest mid-wife, Mrs. Wetelainen, who 
lived in the Kuusamo district. William 
‘Thorkman, with horses and cutter, quickly set 
out to bring her to the Stopsen home. When the 
mid-wife arrived, she knew this case was out of 
her hands, and a doctor was needed. Off Bill 
went, this time to get Dr. Richard Parsons from 
Red ‘Deer. Upon arriving at Hewson’s Livery 
barn in Red Deer one look convinced the 
proprietor that the horses would never make the 
30-mile trip back. Bill was given a fresh team, 
and with Dr. Parsons, off they sped west. 

Dr. Parsons saved Hilda, but the baby boy, 
Leonard, died and is buried in the Kuusamo 
cemetery. Since there wasn’t anything more for 
the doctor to do, Bill and Dr. Parsons set off for 
the return to Red Deer, making a total of 120 
miles for a one-night trip—and this with horses! 
‘This goes to show that neighbors relied on one 
another very much. The old saying really came 
true: “What are neighbors for,if your can’t use 
them when you need them? 

Ludwig and Hilda didn’t give up after this ex- 
perience, for on February 17, 1918, Edward was 
born. He was followed by Wayne, born on June 
21, 1920, with Mrs. Angle as the mid-wife, 

Ed and Wayne attended school in Saima, 
Eckville and Red Deer. 

Hilda passed away October 15, 1938 and 
Ludwig died May 25, 1949. Both are buried in the 
Kuusamo cemetery. 











Left to right: John Palm, Mrs. Palm, Harold Palm, Mes. 
‘Rudolph Stopsen and Rudolph Stopscn, taken in 1928, 





In 1940 Ed enlisted in the British Merchant 
Navy and Wayne enlisted in the R.C.N.V.R. in 
1942. Ed served on all seven seas, having his 
ships torpedoed in the North Sea in September, 
1941 and in the North Atlantic in April, 1943. Ed 
took his discharge in May, 1946 

Wayne married Sadie Hannah, eldest 
daughter of Obert and Gunda Anderson of 
Bentley in June, 1943. They have two children, 
Patricia Marlene married Mr. Leslie Anderson, 
and they have three children, Dwayne, Lavonne 
and Shelley. Merle Wayne lives in Saskatoon. 

‘Wayne passed away February 26, 1956 and Is 
buried in the Eckville cemetery. Sadie passed 
away June 10, 1977, and is buried in Vig 
cemetery. 

Ed married Jean Macrae, only daughter of 
Donald and May Macrae in Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
England in 1945. After serving overseas from 
1940 to 1946, Zd returned to Canada with his new 
bride. I guess there’s no place like home, for Ed 
and Jean have made their home in Eckville. 

Ed was an accountant for the Co-op for some 
time, until he resigned in May 1950 to accept the 
position as manager of the Eckville and District 
Savings and Credit Union. He also started his 
own agencies at this time. 

Ed and Jean’s son Donald was born in June, 
1947 but passed away in infancy. He Is buried in 
the Eckville cemetery. The foliowing June, Jen- 
nifer was born and in May, 1953, Beverly arrived 
in the world. 

Jennifer and Bev took their schooling in 
Eckville, Jennifer going on to further her educa- 
tion in social work, during the summers working 
at Michener Centre. She is married to Michael 
Breen, and lives in Oshawa, Ontario. They have 
one daughter Jesica. 

Beverly took her nurse's training at the Red 
Deer College and is presently working at the 
Calgary General Hospital. 

Both Ed and Jean take an active part in the 
community, mainly the Legion, Lions Club and 
the Presbyterian Church, and wherever help is 
needed. 











TALSON, ADOLF — by Esther Marshall 

My uncle, Adolf (Happy) Talson was the 
eldest and oniy son of the family of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mike Talson. He will be always remembered for 
his love of old-time dancing. He called many a 
square dance at Young People’s Hall. He also 
was a great one for playing practical jokes on the 
younger children. One instance I recall is a 
bright wintry day when we were playing outside 
during the noon hour at Saima School. We could 
hear ““Happy’s” sleighbells on his favorite team, 
Molly and Prince. AS usual, we broke the rules 
and went to meet him and all piled into the sleigh 
box for our ride back to the school. Instead of 
stopping to let us off at the school he made the 
horses gallop, so about a mile later he stopped. 
Needless to say, we were very late for school by 
the time we had walked back. We all spent con- 
siderable time after school, as our teacher, Miss 
Laimie Mackie, didn’t appreciate the class going 
AWOL. 


‘Adolph Talgon and Nephew Jack MeCrindle. 


‘TALSON, HENRY 

Henry'Talson was born in Vaasa, Finland, in 
1879, His wife, the former Helga Kopsala was 
born in Toholampl, Finland in 1885. Henry came 
to the U.S.A. in 1882, and went to work in the coal 
mines of Wyoming at the age of 14 years. In 1903, 
he and his friend, Jack Knutilla, decided to look 
for a new location, and tossed a coin to decide 
whether to come to Alberta or to take the Oregon 
‘Trail to Oregon. Alberta won, and he came and 
filed on a homestead as did almost all others 
coming to the country at that time. In 1905 he 
brought his family to Canada, but returned to 
‘Wyoming each winter to workin the mines there, 
‘Some cash money was needed to enable him to 
prove up on the homestead. The wife and young 
child were left on the homestead during these 
winters. The homestead was located on NEY-18- 
39-2-W5 in the municipal district of Lorne No. 400. 

















After this the family was able to remain 
together, and they settled down on the 
homestead where they remained for the next 40 
years and raised their family. During that time 
Henry Talson did a lot to help this part of Canada 
grow in stature. First he bought a team of oxen 
so that they had transportation to enable them to 
go to Red Deer for supplies. In those days there 
Were no roads — just a wagon trail, and it would 
take about three days to make a round trip. 
Eventually a man by the name of Eckford 
started the first general store on the bank of the 
Medicine River about a mile and a half north of 
where Eckville is today. This relieved the 
settlers of the necessity of making the-long trip to 
Red Deer. 

Henry Talson was very active in community 
undertakings. He was a member of the 
municipal council for about twenty years and 
also served on the school board for many years. 
He was one of the original members of the local 
Co-op store and was a member of the board of 
directors and chairman for many years. The 
organization of local telephone association in 
1919 saw Mr. Talson an active worker and he 
served on its board for many terms. He not only 
took an interest in public life at Eckville but 
served on the board of directors of the Benalto 
Fair, in which he took a great interest, 

Henry and his brother Matt were one of the 
first settlers to introduce Registered Percheron 
Horses and Shorthorn cattle into the district. 
When, in 1930, his brother Matt and wife Selma 
both died Henry adopted their six children and 
raised them with his own, During the first World 
War six of the boys joined the armed forces and 
saw service overseas. Fortunately, they all 
arrived home safely. In 1944 Henry sold his farm 
‘and moved to British Columbia to spend his 
retirement years. 








Henry and Matt Tals with thelr stalin, “Haste 





Of the nine Talson children only Irene 
remains in Alberta today. She is married, and 
has children and grandchildren also in Alberta 
Fred and Matt are deceased, and the rest are all 
living in British Columbia. At last count Henry 
and Helga have 21 grandchildren and 32 great- 
grandchildren. 


MR. AND MRS. 
CHILDREN 

Fred was born in 1903 and died in 1973, He haa 
married Susanna Byttynen in 1935, and they had 
one son, Richard, now deceased. Susan lives in 
Bentley’ at the present time. 

Ida was born in 1906. She married Phil 
Laybourne of Eckville in 1940, Several years 
after Phil's death she married Frank Burnett of 
British Columbia. They are now retired and liv- 

i in Port Coquitlam, British Columbia. 

‘na, born in 1908, married Harvey Kaila of 
Sylvan Lake in 1931. ‘Their three children are 
Kenneth, Marlene (Mrs. J. Hahn), and Shella 
(Mrs. Ross Jewell), and they’ have tive 
grandchildren. They ate now semi-retired, and 
are living in Langley, B.C. 

‘Mathew was born in 1910 and died in 1971. He 
married Dagney Nelson in 1943. They had one 
daughter, Linda, (Mrs. Don Reimer), and two 
grandchildren. Dagney now makes her home at 
Harrison Lake, B.C. 

Walter was born in 1913. He married Irene 
Piper, in England, in 1944. They have one son, 
Larry, and one granddaughter. Walter is now in 
British Columbia, working in the logging in- 
dustry, and resides in Coquitlam. 

Trene, born in 1915, married Barry Armstrong 
{in 1938, ‘Their four children are Buddy, Barbara 
(Mrs. W. Partica), Betty Lou (Mrs. T. Hannin) 
and Benny. There are five grandchildren. Irene 
is now Mrs. Clarence Lutz, Barry having died in 
41949, Irene and Clarence are now retired and liv- 
ing in Sylvan Lake. 

‘Mary was born in 1918 and married George 
Nelson in 1943. Their seven children are Sonie 
(Mr. G. Graham), Steve, Stewart, Sharon (Mrs. 
M. Fahay), Susan, Sandy, and Shelley. She now 
has eight grandchildren.’ George works in the 
logging industry and they live at Campbell River 
on Vancouver island. 

Peter works in the logging industry and 
resides in British Columbia. 

Hazel was born in 1922. She and Ray Burnett 
were married in 1943. They have five children 
who are Gary, Brian, Jackie (now deceased), 
Carol (Mrs. B. Clark), and Ricky. They have ten 
grandchildren. They are now retired and living 
in Mission. 


HENRY TALSON’S 








HERMAN TALSON 

Herman Talson was born in Laihia, Finland, 
{in 1854 and died in 1930. His wife, Seraphia, was 
born in Lathia, Finland in 1855 and died in'1923. 
Herman entered the U.S.A. in 1882 and went to 
‘Wyoming to work in the coal mines there. In 1902 
he came to Alberta and homesteaded on SE ¥ 
18-39-2-W5 in the municipal district of Lorne No. 
400. 

The children of Herman and Seraphia were 
Henry, Hulda, Ann, Matt, Marie, and Charlie. 
Henry, Hulda, and Matt married’and stayed in 
Alberta. Ann, Marie and Charlle eventually 











Mrs, Herman Takon. 


moved back to Great Falls, Montana, where they 
have since made their home. 


TALSON, MARIA AND MIKKO 

Maria’ and Mikko Talson came from Almy, 
Wyoming, U.S.A. in 1911 to farm on S.W. 20-39.2- 
W5, Mr. Talson passed away In 1916, leaving his 
wife with a family of seven children. Adolf, who 
Passed away in 1958, Mathilda (Mrs. Waino 
Ignatius) died in 1954, Ida (Mrs. Elmer Hill) died 
in 1973, Laina (Mrs, Pete Rezunyk) of Kamloops, 
British Columbia, Laura (Mrs. Cedric 
Pietikanen) died in 1969, and the twins, Hulda 
(Mrs. Paul Kiengersky) of Hope, British Colum- 
bia and Hilja (Mrs. Arvi Niemela) of Bentley, 
Alberta were the children. Mrs. Talson passed 
away in 1957 at the age of 86 years. 














Mes, John Luomala, Mis. Mike Talon, and Mrs. John Kos 


THORKMAN, ARTHUR MICHAEL — by Fern 
Skocdopole 

Arthur Michael, the third son of Thomas and 
Maria Thorkman, was born January 19, 1896 in 
Rock Springs, Wyoming, U.S.A. He attended 
school in Rock Springs until he immigrated to 
Red Deer, N.W.T. in April of 193, with his 
parents. Arthur attended school at Sakatoe (old 
Eckville) until Saima School was completed. 
Later he attended Garbutts College in Calgary 











Walter Stopsen and Arthur Thorkman, 


where he took up a course in Barbering. His 
week-ends at home would be spent cutting his 
neighbors’ hair, free of charge, as barbers were 
few and far between. 

In 1915 Arthur enrolled at the North West 
College in Calgary to study drafting. In 1916 he 
enlisted in the army and was stationed at Sarcee 
(Calgary). He spent his army years at Sarcee as 
an instructor until the war ended. He held the 
rank of Staff Sargeant. 

Arthur's greatest desire in his younger days 
was to study law. He was a good marksman, whe 
could shoot a sparrow in flight— a feat that peo- 
ple never would have believed if they hadn't seen 
it for themselves. He was also noted for his very 
quick wit and his love of books and poetry. 

‘After the war Arthur was engaged in carpen: 
try in Calgary and different parts of Alberta, He 
was one of the finishing carpenters who worked 
on the interior of the Wainwright Hotel, which is 
now a museum at Heritage Park in Calgary, 
Alberta, Arthur's army uniform is also in the 
archives at Glenbow Foundation in Calgary. 

When the Second World War broke out Arthur 
was a carpenter for army engineers working in 
construction of a prisoner-of-war camp at Seebe, 
west of Calgary, where he was injured in a fall. 
For a year he was hospitalized, and due to his 
severe injuries he was never able to work again. 

‘Arthur passed away suddenly on June 5, 1944 
in Edmonton, Alberta at the age of 48 years. He 
is buried in the Eckville cemetery. 


‘THORKMAN, ARVIED WILTON — by his niece, 
Mrs. Fern Skocdopole 

Arvied Wilton, the fifth son of Thomas and 
Maria Thorkman, was born March 2, 1901 in 
Rock Springs, Wyoming, U.S.A. At the age of twe 
years Arvied made the long journey to Red Deer, 
N.W.TT., with his parents in the spring of 1903. 

He recelved his schooling at Saima School. 
Arvied was the son, with a great gift for music. 
‘There wasn't a musical instrument he couldn't 
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play. For years he played at wedding dances, 
community affairs and wherever there was 
music, there was Arvied, He and his friend, John 
Luoma, would travel to Wetaskiwin to the north 
and Trochu to the east to play for dances. 

Arvied worked in the coal mines at Nordegg 
for a number of years. During the war he worked 
at the Namao Airport. 

In March of 1944 he returned home to the 
family farm. 

‘Arvied, retired from farming in 1965, sold his 
farm to his niece and her husband, Bernice and 
‘Doug Nelson, of Calgary. At this time he made 
his home with his younger brother, Charles. 

In his later years Arvied’s hobbies were 
repairing old violins and other instruments. His 
greatest desire was to have his grand-nephews 
and grand-nieces study music, if only for their 
own pleasure. 

Arvied passed away on November 8, 1975 at 
the age of 74 years, He is buried in the Eckville 
Cemetery. 





‘THORKMAN, CHARLES AND SYLVIA, S 25-39- 
35 

Charles Leonard Thorkman, youngest son of 
Thomas and Maria Thorkman was born 
December 26, 1904, on the homestead. The 
nearest post office ‘was in Red Deer, N.W.T. 
Charles relates his past. 

‘My childhood memories are fond ones; of the 
tall trees, water aplenty, frogs, birds and 
animals. 

Some days my dog and I would follow paths 
through the bush at great lengths, always finding 
the right path home. Each day I was warned not 
to venture far because of the bears and other 
wild animals. Before going on these jaunts, I 
filled my pockets with rocks, which I used for 
target throwing as we were exploring, looking 
into coyote and badger holes. My dog was just as 
anxious to go as I. But, this came toa sudden end 
when one day we decided to walk to Evarts to see 
the bar the men spoke of. We were on a trail 
south and had walked about two and a half miles, 
when I heard a big voice call. It was a big Finn 
by the name of Erickson. He asked where I was 
going and I answered ‘‘to Evarts to see the bar, 
which I have heard so much about.” Mr. 
Erickson said “don’t you think we should leave it 
for another day as it was kind of late”’. Perhaps 
tomorrow we could start in the morning, if 
everything goes well between now and then. Mr. 
Erickson lifted me onto his back and took me 
home. Needless to say, my pants and back-side 
had the dusting of the year. 

‘This ended our pleasure jaunts. I decided to 
have a less venturesome life, so gathered eggs 
and helped mother with the chores around the 
house. 

School days and the long walk to Saima 
‘School was looked forward to. Also meeting my 
friends along the trail. My route to school went to 
Jim Bernards then to Eckross’s where T was 














Joined by Bill and Flora Kidd, Anna and Leonard 
Eckross. Further along we found Ted and 
Jalmer Heikkinen and Oscar and John Niemi 
‘waiting to join us. 

Homesteaders did not have their land fenced. 
Cattle were out on open range in the summer and 
had to be gathered home each evening. A large 
fence was built for horses and a corral for the 
milk cows to keep them home for the night. Hay 
was cut and stacked on open land for winter. 
A pole fence was built around to keep cattle out. 
‘This hay was hauled home when the snow 
arrived. 

‘There was work a plenty, but we always found 
time for sports, baseball’ practice at Young 
Peoples Hall and games, besides skating in 
winter, wrestling and boxing with Emil Heino as 
Instructor. 

Eckville in the early 20's had one clevator 
owned by Parrish & Heimbecker. I helped haul 
grain to the elevator with team’ and wagon, T 
‘would drive the team onto the scale, unhook the 
tugs and wait for the operator to come weigh the 
load. The man always arrived with a sogey cigar 
hanging on his lip. To weigh the load he would 
place the cigar on the beam weight then set the 
Seale to balance. Smart thinking on his part. 
Didn't take me long to figure that one out either! 

On March 20, 1928, I married Sylvia 
Katherine Kalaputas, the daughter of Gust and 
Elmina Kalaputas of the Benaito district, After 
we were married, we leased land, farming with 
brothers William and Arvied. Later, we farmed 
my parents’ farm, when they retired, 

‘The first winter I worked on the C:N.R. con- 
struction, then at MeDougal's lumber mill, 
operating the steam engine, While working at 
MeDougal’s, Ted Heikkinen and I decided to go 
to Rocky Mountain House and find a ride home. 
We arrived in town late Saturday evening so 
there were no rides going east. We walked most 
of the night and close to Hespero, we saw a hay 
stack near the road. We dug ourselves into the 
stack and slept there till morning. We arrived 
home in time for lunch, none the worse after a 30 
mile walk and no snacks in between, 

Farming was done with horse-power but with 
fields getting larger, we bought an Allis 
Chalmers tractor and an International thresher 
in the fall of 1930. We paid $800. for the tractor 
and $1700, for the thresher, F.0.B. Calgary, We 
had a bumper crop that year. Threshed 60 
bushels of wheat per acre, selling it for 25 cents 
per bushel, We also did custom threshing and 
threshed 30 days straight. It was the driest and 
most beautiful harvest for many years to follow, 
In later years, we were snowed under til spring 
several times. 

Depression was evident, prices of produce 
were golng down. In 1933, we sold steers at three 
cents a pound, eggs at five cents a dozen, five 
gallons of cream at $1.90. 

‘Men, who were dismissed from thelr work in 
the cities, came to the farms. Some stayed and 
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worked, others were just transients and went on 
their way. Some came back, year after year, to 
work during the summer and through harvest. In 
those years, grain was cut with a binder. The 
sheaves were stooked, so men were In demand at 
harvest time. One morning when we were cut- 
ting grain, we saw a man across the fleld stook- 
ing. We never stopped to investigate; he seemed 
to know what he was doing. At lunch time he 
walked to the truck to go for lunch. He was none 
other than Andy Kojala. He always knew when 
an extra hand was needed. Art Stone from 
Leedale was another loyal fellow, who always 
arrived the day before we would start threshing. 
He worked for us several years. 

We bought a three-ton truck and did commer- 
cial trucking, hauling grain for the farmers. 
Grain was loaded by shovelling the grain into the 
box. Gas was hauled by the barrel, 21 barrels 
just fit into the truck box. A trip to Turner Valley 
for gas was a 12-hour drive over gravel roads. A 
rack was bullt on top of the stock racks to hold 
the empty gas barrels. Unloading the cattle or 
hogs in Calgary, we drove on to Turner Valley 
and filled up with gas, 

‘Food on the farm was plentiful. We raised our 
own beef, pork and chickens. We cured the bacon 
and hams, wrapped them in several layers of 
paper and buried them in the grain bin. They 
kept very well. 

‘The Moro brothers operated the flour mill in 
Eckville. The best bread was baked from the 
flour milled by them. The mill was a busy place 
in the winter. Farmers had to wait their furn, so 
stood around visiting. One farmer was heard tell- 
ing another he was very disgusted the way his 
wife had tled the bags of wheat. He had to stop 
and retle the bags five times. 

‘The war was on and food was ratloned. 
Coffee, sugar, butter and meat were rationed but 
this had little effect on us. 

Farming was getting more mechanized and 
we decided the horses must go. We trimmed and 
cuffed a truck load of horses to be sold at the 
Lacombe horse sale. All went well until a 
beautiful roan kicked the stalls out in the sales 
barn. Needless to say, he was sold for a very 
meagre price. Now that the horses were gone, we 
bought a used stook loader in Saskatchewan. It 
was horse drawn so we converted it all around 
and pulled it with a tractor. The loader saved 
many hours of hard labour and six men managed 
our threshing until we purchased the combine, 

‘Through the years, we had time to be active in 
community affairs, and working for the better- 
ment of the community. 

In the late 30’s we raised money to pay for 
gravel on the roads adjoining us. Each farmer 
paid $35 per 160 acres owned and this was the 
beginning of better roads. This, of course, had 
some bad effects too. Our taxes went up the 
following year due to the fact we lived along a 
gravel road, 

‘Through the years our family had grown to 
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seven, we were blessed with five girls, Betty, 
Margaret, Bernice, Jean and Fern, 

‘We served on the Salma School board. Sylvia 
was secretary-treasurer for a number of years, 
until the school was consolidated and moved to 
Eckville. The school is presently the Home 
Economics room. We have helped get the 
Calgary Power and Natural Gas into the com- 
munity. Charles belongs to the Alberta Wheat 
Pool, Hog Pool, Credit Union and U.F.A. 

Sylvia is a member of the Country Ladies Aid 
and has been for 36 years. She is president of the 
lub and also holds an office on the Sunshine 
Gospel Mission Ladies Ald. She is president of 
the Eckville New Horizon Committee. 

Betty Marie, born February 15, 1930, attended 
school at Salma, Red Deer and took her R.N. at 
the Miserlcordia Hospital in Edmonton. Betty is 
married to Mathias Leo Silbernagel and they 
reside in Calgary. The Silbernagel’s have three 
sons—Peter, Jerry and Dale. Peter is married to 
Evelyn Poeticher of Pincher Creek and they 
have two children, Laura and Charles. Jerry is 
farming with his uncle at Water Valley. Dale is 
attending University of Calgary. Leo is 
employed with Gulf Oil of Canada. 

‘Margaret Elleen, born July 3, 1932, attended 
Saima, Benalto, and Red Deer schools and went 
on to U of A in Edmonton to get her B.Ed. She is 
married to Morley Cuthbert Grose of Clive and 
they have two sons, Warren and David, Morley is 
a sieam engineer at the Ponoka Mentai Institute. 
Warren, resides in Rocky Mountain House and 
he is a steam engineer at the Strachan Gas 
Plant. David is attending school in Lacombe. 

June Bernice, born June 3, 1934, attended 
school in Saima, Eckville and Red Deer. Bernice 
went to the U'of A in Edmonton where she 
received her B.Sc. in Home Economies and her 
B.Ed. She is married to Douglas Whiteside 
Nelson and they live in Calgary. Doug is an air 
craft maintenance engineer with Home Oil. Ber- 
nice and Doug have three children, Philip, Tim 
and Kelly. Phillip works at S.A.1:T. Tim is at- 
tending U of C and Kelly is in Grade 9. 

Jean Edith Elida, born January i6, 1937, 











attended school at Salma and Eckville. Jean is 
married to David Lewellyn Williams and they 
reside in Kitimat, B.C. Dave is employed with 
Alcan and Jean Is loans manager with the Royal 
Bank. They have four children, Gregory, 
Katherine, Robert and Patrick. Gregory passed 
away In May, 1977. Katherine, Robert and 
Patrick are all attending school. 

Fern Catherine, born May 2, 1939, attended 
school in Saima, Eckville and Edmonton. Fern is 


Charles Thorkman Family. Left to rights Jean, Fem, Sylvi 
(Mother), Beralce, Chaves (Dad), Bety and Margaret 





Sylvia and. Charles Thorkman’s golden wedding. anniversary, 
March 21,1978. 











married to Glenn Skocdopole and they have four 
children, Steven, Susan, Carla Jean and Gerald. 
‘The children attend school in Eckville. 

Charles retired from farming in 1976 and 
rented the farm. Charles and Sylvia enjoy 
travelling and have toured Europe and the 
U.S.A. on several occasions. Charles and Sylvia 
will celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
March 20, 1978. 

All the original Thorkman land is owned by 
family members, some with fourth generation, 

We certainly should be thankful to the early 
pioneers, who paved the way for us. 


THOMAS THORKMAN 
(His Granddaughter) 

‘Thomas Thorkman was born December 12, 
1864 in Vaasa, Finland. He received his schooling 
in Vaasa where he apprenticed as a tinsmith, He 
also helped his father and three brothers farm, 
Finland at that time was under Russian rule, 

When the Russian army conscripted men, 
‘Thomas had to go — much to his dislike. On one 
of his furloughs, Thomas borrowed money from 
a cousin and secretly left, with skates and skis as 
his only possessions. The winter weather had 
been severe, so the Gulf of Bothnia had frozen 
over and Thomas, a speed skating medalist, set 
off for Sweden and freedom. Once on Swedish 
land, he put on his skis and skied to Stockholm, 
where he boarded a ship, hoping to arrive in 
America some day. Oh, what a happy sight it 
was for Thomas that day in 1886 when the ship 
docked in New York harbor. He had made it to 
the land of opportunity and the land of his 
dreams! 

For a short period of time Thomas worked at 
the docks in New York. After that he worked for 
the Grande Central Railway at Ashtabula Har- 
bour, Ohlo, and as a ranch hand in Omaha, 
Nebraska. In Nebraska he purchased a horse 
and saddle and set off for Cumberland, Wyom 
Ing. On the way he came upon some Indians who 
were trying their hand at ranching. This par- 
ticular day, the Indians had purchased a mower 
and were trying to figure out how the contraption 
worked. Thomas, being a very friendly fellow, 
decided to stop and render assistance. By means 
of sign language, Thomas got the message 
across on how the mower worked, and conse- 
quently got the job of mowing the hay. The In- 
dians must have thought, “pretty smart paleface 
— good fellow to have around,” for they insisted 
that he stay awhile. This was quite an ex- 
perience, and the only thing Thomas found un- 
pleasant was the lack of salt in their food. He 
fried to suggest that the use of salt would im 
prove the flavor of the food, but the Chief would 
Just shake his head, scratch his tongue and point 
to the sugar. Apparently he was trying to get the 
point across that sugar had a betier flavor. His 
mission accomplished, off Thomas went on his 
way to Cumberland, where he was hired as a 
driver in the coal mine, 





— by Fern Skocdopole 
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One day Thomas had the pleasure of meeting 
Maria Tunney from Harma, Finland, who was 
visiting her sister, Mrs. Gust Sltamaki, at near- 
by Carbon, Wyoming. It must have been love at 
first sight, for on June 10, 1889, they were 
married in Hanna, Wyoming. 





Mr. Thomas Thorkman. 


Mrs, Thomas Thorkmaa, 


After their marriage they moved to Rock 
Springs, Wyoming, where they bought a boar- 
ding house, livery stable, and part ownership in a 
saloon. Thomas worked in the coal mine and 
Maria ran the boarding house which had accom: 
modations for 30 or more miners. Their boarders 
Were young men from the Scandinavian coun 
tries, This Is where five of their children were 
born, Richard Jacob was born February 7, 1891, 
William Thomas on April 10, 1892, Arthur 
Michael on January 17, 1896, Allard Rudolph on 
September 12, 1898 and Arvied Wilton on March 
2, 1901. 

In 1902 word and promise came that there 
were 160 acres of land in the Northwest 
‘Territories for $10. This seemed like a real in- 
vestment, so Thomas saved his money and soon 
was on his way. The destination was Red Deer, 
N.W.T,, to the land titles office to file on a 
homestead. With John Johnson and Henry 
Lepisto, he travelled 30 miles west of Red Deer to 
where land was still available. Due to the wet 
spring and the amount of water, they were un- 
able to find the surveyors’ corner stakes 
Regardless, they decided which parcel they 
‘would take for their own and proceeded to erect a 
tent on higher ground. The legal description of 
the land was SW 36-39-3-Ws. With timber plen- 
tiful (mosquitoes, too) and not far to move logs, 
each decided to build a log cabin, 

One day while looking for select logs, Thomas 
realized that his closest neighbor was a big black 
bear who had filed Just over the hill, Nelther 
bothered the other and life went on peacefully, 
until one day Thomas and Henry had gone away 
for the day. Upon their return, Henry found all 











his belongings and his salted fish gone; his cook- 
ing utensils scattered everywhere and his tent 
in shreds. From then on Thomas and Henry lived 
together and built their cabins. Upon completion 
of the cabin, Thomas returned to Wyoming in the 
fall of 1902. That winter he worked again in the 
mines, played a few pranks (belng a real 
prankster), and concentrated on gathering 
together articles he thought he would need on the 
homestead. One of the articles Thomas had a 
blacksmith friend make for him was an anvil out 
of railroad steel with the year engraved on it. 
‘This is still being used on his youngest son's 
farm. He also brought this prized possession — a 
hand-made saddle with a brass saddle horn, 
which he had bought in Nebraska. 

Maria, who had no idea of what pioneer life 
would be like, brought crystal chandeliers, 
velour tablecloths, curtains and bedspreads, 
sheets and pillowcases with crocheted borders, 
and their finest silver. Being an expert 
seamstress, she made fancy clothes for the trip 
and her life in her new home. Of course, these 
garments were not practical for a pioneer wife, 
Her most treasured possessions were her family 
Bible, several photo albums of pictures of her 
family and dear friends she had left behind. 

In April 1903, the family left Rock Springs for 
Red Deer by train with a boxcar load of 
household goods and personal effects, a team of 
horses and two cows. This part of the journey 
took two weeks. 

‘A wagon was bought in Red Deer and the trek 
to the homestead 30 miles to the west began. Go- 
ing was difficult at times, The twisting trails 
crossed stretches of muskeg and overflowing 
creeks. Other settlers often had to come to their 
rescue. 

On May 1, 1903, the third day of travelling, the 
family arrived at the homestead. The first task 
for the family was potato planting to ensure 
potatoes for the winter. Other chores included 
preserving wild frult, which was plentiful; put- 
ting up wild hay for the livestock; as well as 
building them a shelter. The following year was 
spent in clearing the land. 

‘An Indian trail from the Medicine River en- 
campment to Snake Lake crossed the land, and 
the Thorkman family had many an unexpected 
visit from Indians. Knocking on doors was not an 
Indian habit, and family members, unac- 
customed to Indians, got quite a fright to find an 
Indian standing patiently at the door, waiting for 
someone to come out, 

‘On December 26, 1904, the family was blessed 
with another baby boy, Charles Leonard. Now 
the Thorkman family consisted of six sons. A 
daughter, Fannie, was born in 1906, but 
developed’ pneumonia and passed away at the 
age of 18 months. 

Fences were nonexistent in those days and 
cattle roamed the open range. Most of the time 
the boys would have to travel three or four miles 











to find the milk cows. In dense brush this was 
quite a chore. 

Creameries were unheard of in those days. 
‘The cream was churned into butter and traded at 
the Evarts or Sakatoe (old Eckville) trading post 
for necessities. Eventually a cheese factory was 
built at Sakatoe by T. B. Miller, of Snake Lake 
(Sylvan Lake) with Ernie Bernard as cheese 
maker. Every morning the family delivered the 
whole milk in 30-gallon cans to the cheese fac. 
tory. The milk had to be in the vats by nine 
o'clock in the morning for cheese making, so this 
meant that milk had to be ready to deliver early! 

‘Thomas and his sons continued clearing land 
to sow rye, used to make flour for the family, and 
to grow oats for the stock. Picking the plentiful 
roots was a family task. As more land wa 
cleared, machinery to farm it was the next con- 
sideration. The machinery purchased was a 
Massey Harris 14-inch plow for $28 in 1904, and a 
six-foot Deerlng binder for $150, which was 
meant to be drawn by three horses. Not having 
three horses, Thomas used two horses and an ox. 

‘The community grew and prospered and in 
1908 the first local improvement district was 
formed. The taxes amounted to the grand sum 
of $6 per quarter. The next priority was a school 
for the community. In 1906, for a salary of § 
‘Thomas hauled lumber from a saw mill on the 
shore of Snake Lake to the SE 30-39-2-Ws, where 
the school was to be erected. The boys rode 
horseback to school at Sakotoe until Salma 
School was completed, 

‘Thomas took an active part in community af. 
fairs. He was a trustee on the Saima School 
board, the first member of the Eckville-Gilby Co- 
operative Store; member of the Alberta Wheat 
Pool when it was organized and also a member of 
the Young Peoples Hall board. If anyone ever 
needed help, ‘Thomas was always ready to lend a 
helping hand. 

‘With wild game being plentiful, there were 

vs one had to abide by. Arthur Eckford, who 
fas Justice of the Peace, appointed Thomas as 
Game Warden, a position he held for several 
years. 

The railroad had not been bullt west of Red 
Deer, so Thomas hauled groceries from Red 
Deer to Killick-Forhan Store in Sakotoe with four 
head of horses hitched to a sled or wagon, depen- 
ding on the time of year. The trip usuaily took 
two days, sometimes longer. In winter he would 
drive across the ice of Snake Lake, shortening 
the trip by several miles. 

By 1911, when the railroad came through, 
‘Thomas had land cleared and was raising grain. 
However, the only hay the farmers had was wild, 
which they cut with a scythe, stacked and 
fenced, wherever It was found. It was hauled 
home in the winter when the wet lands could be 
crossed safely. 

In 1918 the Thorkmans purchased a 40” 
Rumley separator and a 110 Case steam engine. 
‘The threshing crew that fall and every other fall 
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was made up of neighboring farmers. A crew of 
22 to 25 men was required to keep the operation 
going. Thomas took care of the duties at home 
while the sons, Bill, Arvied and Charles were 
away threshing. The crew consisted of Charles 
Mitzner as steam engineer, Arvied as fireman, 
Bill as separator man, a waterman, 14 bundle 
haulers, three or four grain haulers and two 
spikers. The youngest son, Charles, took over the 
position of steam engineer from C. Mitzner when 
he was old enough. 

‘The fireman started to fire the boilers at four 
or five o'clock in the morning to have enough 
steam pressure to operate the separator by 
seven o'clock. Each farmer was responsible for 
the wood to fire the boilers. The steam engineer 
sat on the engine and monitored the gauges and 
the threshing operation. He had to be a qualified 
steam engineer. He was also responsible for 
alerting the crew if there was trouble. The 
separator man was responsible for the efficient 
operation of the separator. When he was 
satisfied that all was ready, he gave the signal to 
set the operation in motion. The spikers helped 
the separator man, 

‘A water man hauled water for the engine 
from a stream or other source. The water wagon 
was pulled by four horses and sometimes the 
haul was quite a distance. The bundle haulers 
and grain haulers did just that — hauled bundles 
and grain. 

Cooks and cooks’ helpers were an important 
part of the crew. Each farmer being threshed 
was responsible for meals for the entire crew, as 
well as for feed for the horses. This was a busy 
time for the farmers’ wives and thelr helpers. 
Preparations started days in advance. With little 

‘rigeration and storage space, this was not a 
simple task, but no one complained because get- 
ting the grain into the bin was of prime impor- 
tance, 

‘The whistle of the steam engine was a means 
of communication. One short blast signalled 
trouble — shut down the separator; two short 
blasts meant start the separator; several short 
blasts meant a grain hauler was needed; the 
water wagon was summoned by three ‘long 
blasts; two long and two short blasts meant the 
outfit was going on the road to the next job. In the 
fall one could have got along without a clock as 
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the steam engine whistle was blown at six a.m., 
12 noon and seven p.m., and could be heard for 
miles. Only seconds separated the time signals 
of the whistles from different steam engines 
around the community. The time spent away 
from home threshing was usually a month. The 
Weather wasn't always on the side of the 
threshers, and the last of the threshing was 
sometimes done in the snow. 

After several years of faithful service, the 
steam engine was sold to Martin Brothers, who 
had a lumber camp west of Rocky Mountain 
House. Years later the Rumley separator was 
sold for serap to Liikala Brothers, as it was too 
large to be run by an ordinary tractor. 

‘During the years Thomas farmed he acquired 
800 acres of land, a herd of purebred cattle 
(Shorthorn), Percheron horses and light draft 
horses used for driving and riding. When he 
reached the age of 60 years Thomas turned the 
farming over to his sons, but kept active taking 
care of his stock and continued horseback riding. 

Maria, by this time was very badly han. 
dicapped’ by arthritis, and was confined to a 
wheel chair. She passed away in April 1938, at 
the age of 70 years. She is buried in the Eckville 
Cemetery. Thomas led an active life almost until 
the time of his death on March 20, 1948, at the age 
of $4 years. He Is buried in the Eckville 
Cemetery 





THORKMAN, WILLIAM THOMAS — by his 
niece, Mrs. Fern Skocdopole 

William Thomas, the second son of Thomas 
and Maria Thorkman, was born in Rock Springs, 
‘Wyoming, U.S.A. on April 10, 1892. Bill attended 
school in Rock Springs until coming to Red Deer, 
N.W-T. with his parents at the age of 12 n April, 

‘When the railway was being built Bill worked 


Back row: Arvied, Mike (cousin), Dick, Arthur, Front row: Bil, 
Joh Kalapucas (brother n-law), Chats 








on the construction, and also worked at bridge 
building. 

In 1910, Bill filed on a homestead in the 
Beaver Flats district, northeast of Rocky Moun- 
tain House. This was the N.E.¥ 34-39-6-W5, Dur- 
ing his years on the homestead, he worked out 
duting the winter. In 1911 he rode the railroad 
work train to Saunders Creek and walked the 
remainder of the way to Nordegg, where he 
worked on the construction of the town. Other 
years he worked at William McDougall’s saw 
mill, operating the edger. 

In 1923 he sold his farm to Charles Serrell of 
Nordegg and returned to the Eckville district 
Here he worked as a carpenter, and built 
numerous homes and farm buildings in the area, 
many of which are still standing and being used. 
Bill and Charlie Mitzner built Jake and Dan 
Clausen’s houses in new Eckville. These were 
among the first houses built there. A few years 
ago these houses were demolished and replaced 
by the new telephone building. 

At summer horse races It was always Bill 
riding Henry Mitzner’s horse, Jimmy or Cougar, 
‘who won all the top awards, 

Bill soon decided to go back to the family 
tarm where he made his home with his brother 
Charles. Bill and Charles went into partnership, 
in commercial trucking, custom threshing and 
later, combining. Bill was known for his sense of 
humor, quick wit, and always having a ready 
answer. 

In 1960 Bill retired, selling his land to his 
brother Charles. 

Bill passed away August 16, 1966 at the age of 
‘7d years and is buried in the Eckville Cemetery. 


VIANEN 
Charlie Vianen was born in 1899 in Finland. 
As a young boy he came to the Eckville district. 
For two years he worked for Alex Johnson for the 
salary of $100 per year. Next he worked for 
‘Albert Pihooja’s father and then made his home 
with the Leukma family, In 1923, a parcel of 
school land was offered for sale and Charlie 
bought SW.29-39-2-W5. That year, his mother, 
Mrs. Edla Vianen, emigrated from Finland and 
upon arrival in the district, temporarily made 
her home with the Wayne Ignatius family, 
Charite was a hard-working man, He began 
clearing his land by hand. He built his house 
about 1924, when his mother came to live with 
him. In the early 1920's Charlie bought a Model T 
Ford. He was always willing to chauffeur people 
around for the price of the gas. Many people paid 
for their rides by working a few hours or days 
for him. Charlle put up loads of wood which he 
sold for two dollars per wagonload. He hauled 
these to customers in Eckville or Sylvan Lake 
In the early 1930’s Charlie shot a black bear 
beside his house. The bear, having discovered a 
make-shift food cooler on the north side of the 
house, was robbing the family of butter and other 
food. Someone surmised the bear would return 
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(Chari Vianen and the bear that raed his cupboard 








within three days and Charlie was waiting with 
his 38-55 gun. 

Mrs. Vianen died in 1943 at the age of 79. 
is buried in the Eckville cemetery. Charlie's 
brother, Victor, homesteaded NW 31-39-2-W5. He 
sold this land to Henry Johnson and moved to the 
United States where he became a fire-fighter. 
Charlie’s sisters, Mary and Alma, made their 
homes in the United States. Charlle died in 1958 
and was buried in the Eckville cemetery. His 
land was sold to Ell Murto and the bullding site is 
presently owned by Ron Palm, 


MR. AND MRS. NELS WAISANEN 

Mr. and Mrs. Nels Waisanen immigrated 
from Finland in the year 1900. They settled in the 
United States for a while, and then came to 
Canada, to the Sylvan Lake area, Mr. Waisanen 
had acquired a homestead on the north-west end 
of Sylvan Lake, which, in the early days, was 
known as Snake Lake. This homestead land is 
now owned by Judge Porter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walsanen had five children. 
Emma (Mrs. Fuller) lived in California, U.S.A. 
before her death in 1967. 

Junie (Mrs, Harry Bloom) lived in Calgary. 
She had one daughter, Hazel, who married Reg 
Sinclair, a hockey player, and is now living in 
Georgia, U.S.A. Junnie died in 1931. 

Lilly is now Mrs. August Moro, and lives with 
her husband in Eckville. 

Charlle is living in Condor. 

Nels passed away in 1939, at the age of 26 
years. 

Nels Waisanen used to go to work in the 
copper mines in Salt Lake City, Utah, in the 
U.S.A. Once when he was away working a prairie 








fire was burning towards the bulldings and Mrs. 
Waisanen was trying to fight It all alone! Lucki- 
ly, a neighbor came along and set another fire 
which burned towards the prairie fire. In this 
way the flre was put out, and the bulldings were 
saved. 

Nels Waisanen died suddenly of a heart at- 
tack in 1912. In 1914 Hllma Walsanen married 
Henry Johnson and they had a family of four 
daughters. 

Sonja was married to Ed Mickelson. They had 
a son, Bill, who died at the age of five months. 
Their’ daughter, Lillian, was married to Bill 
Lapp. They had four sons, Eldon, Daryl, Linden, 
and Jason. Ed Michelson passed away in 1942, 
and Sonja was remarried in 1954 to Lioyd 
Medwid. Sonja died of cancer in 1973 in Calgary. 

Flora married Henry Niemi. He predeceased 
her. She has two sons, Bobby and Barry, and 
they live in Calgary. 

Hilja (Mrs. Anderson) lives in British Colum- 
bia and has a son, Roger. 

Dorothy married Robert Ashby. They and 
their two children, Donnie and Jackie, live in 
Oregon, U.S.A. Bob Is a Greyhound Bus driver. 

Henty Johnson died in 1959 at the age of 90 
years. 

Hllma Johnson died in 1949 at the age of 68 
years. 











WALNER, SEB 

Seb came to the Eckville District in 1930. He 
left here in 1970 to return to Germany to spend 
his retirement years. Seb farmed the quarter 
NW 8.39-2-5. He cleared most of this land. His 
farming involved raising pigs as well as grain. 
He enjoyed fishing. 











Elzer Forsll and Jimmy Steele crossing high water north of 
ekville when Medicine River was one foot over the road 
May 5,198. 





‘Courting Days, Alho and Hil Stopsen. 





Bur rton 


foglund the wet years, 


‘Acidents happened then, to, 


Mr. and Mrs, Frank Holm, iver Wedding Anniversary 





‘Skinny Dipping. 


On April 2, 1943, after the wedding Rober: Visger took the 
young married couple to Rimbey by wagon. They had to coss the 


Bindman River which was flooded up to Darby's Hil. The water 
‘was so high that it reached upto the wagon box before they reached 
the bridge, just west of Rimbey. Left to right" John Sm, Pastor 
Peter Rick, Alberta and Floyd Smith and Robert Visger, 


How Sundays were spent in camp. 








Withrow, Wolfe 


ABRAMSON, MR. AND MRS. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Abramson came to the Eckville 
area about 1904 from the United States. Mr. 
Abramson, a native of Ireland, was a sailor. He 
had sailed’ most of the oceans before deciding to 
farm. He homesteaded the SE 6-40-3-W5. Little is 
known of the Abramsons, as they left the area in 
1910. 

However, their neighbors recall this story. 
Bears were plentiful near their home. They were 
terrified, having no gun to protect themselves. A 
neighbor, Jack Hiitola, loaned them a gun just in 
case one got too friendly. The next evening they 
heard the bear scratching around the door. Mrs. 
Abramson opened the door a crack while her 
husband emptied the gun in the general direction 
he thought the bear had taken. Not being con- 
vinced that his shooting had been successful, Mr. 
and Mrs. Abramson quickly fled up the ladder to 
the attic of their one-room house, and to be 
doubly sure, they kicked the ladder down. 

‘The next day Jack Hlitala came to see how 
they fared and found them still upstairs, unable 
to get down without the ladder. 


AHO, EDWARD AND ANNA LYDIA — by 
Sylvia Thorkman 

Edward Aho left his home in Alajarvie Halla 
Aho Finland when a young lad to find adventure 
in a new world with his brother, William, in 1902. 
He worked in coal mines at Frank and in the 
Crowsnest Pass, later moving to the Eckville di 
trict, Homesteads were available, so he filed on 
the NW 30-39-3.W5, west of Eckville. 

He married Anna Lydia Olson in 1908. She 
was the eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Olson, also of Eckville. James Olson had hewed 
the logs for thelr new home, which was finished 
when Anna and Edward were married. A year 
later, 1909, a daughter, Lillian was bora and in 
1911 another daughter, Florence, arrived. Dur- 
ing the years Anna’s health was failing and she 
passed away in November, 1914. 

Edward left the children in care of the grand. 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Olson, to find employ- 
ment. He worked in the copper mines in Butte, 
Montana, U.S.A. for a while, 

After he returned to the farm his daughter 
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Lillian came to live with her father, Florence 
was raised by the Olsons. 

Edward was a very capable man. He was a 
tailor by trade. He sewed sults for the men in the 
area, and also made dresses and coats whenever 
the need arose. He was a watch maker, and there 
were always numerous watches, clocks, and 
even guns that needed repair in his home. He 
sold Rawleigh products for a number of years, 
He always enjoyed the great outdoors and loved 
hunting big game. However, he had an unfor- 
tunate experience in 1934 when he was lost in the 
bush for three nights and two days. It was cold at 
the time, but he survived the incident, although 
his toes on one foot had to be amputated. He con- 
tinued farming until his passing in 1943, Edward 
and Anna are laid to rest in the Kuusamo 
Cemetery. 

Lillian ‘married William Huhfala of Benalto 
and they had three daughters. They later moved 
to Russia. Florence married M. P. Doyle and 
they have one daughter. They reside in 
Parksville, B.C, 


MR. AND MRS. JOHN SOLOMON ALBERT — 
by Marie Schlahs 

In 1918 Mr. and Mrs, John Solomon Albert 
came to Alberta by train with a few head of 
horses and cattle and a small amount of 
household possessions. They came from Plevna, 
Ontario, With thelr family of seven children, five 
boys and two girls, they settled two miles north 
and one-half mile west of Condor. 

‘Their children are twins, Ralph of Wanham, 
Alberta, and Raymond of Sylvan Lake; Alfred 
(Tom) of Bingley, Alberta; Miss Grace Albert of 
Sylvan Lake, and Mrs. Evelyn Biswanger of 
Rocky Mountain House, Alberta. Lewis, better 
known as “Chief”, of Camrose, and Charles of 
Leslieville have both passed away. 

In the 1950's John sold his farm and moved 
into Condor where he lived until his passing in 
10964 at the age of 91 years. He was predeceased 
by his first wife in 1943, 

His eldest son, Charles Wesley Albert, took up 
homesteading in 1927, nine miles northwest of 
Leslieville. In 1930 he married Violet Price of 
Bingley. Together they farmed there, and raised 











10 children, listed oldest to youngest here: 
Harvey of Wanham, Alberta; Ervin of Wanham, 
Alberta; Mable Schlahs of Calgary, Alberta; 
Marie ‘Schlahs of Sylvan Lake, Alberta: 
‘Margaret Cunningham of Edmonton, Alberta; 
and Louie of Red Deer, Alberta. To date, there 
are 21 grandchildren. 

In 1966, they sold the farm and retired to 
‘Sylvan Lake where he resided until his passing in 
1971 at the age of 73 years. He was predeceased 
by his eldest daughter, Marion, in 1963. His wife, 
Violet, still lives in Sylvan Lake. The farm at 
Leslieville is now the residence of the Leonard 
Blackhurst family. 


‘THE BANTON STORY 

‘The Banton family originated in Ireland, go- 
ing to England as political refugees. Harry Ban- 
ton was born in Leicester, England, April 16, 
1850, His father operated  successiul farrier 
business there. As a young man he belonged to a 
volunteer cavalry unit. In Feb. of 1881 he 
married Elizabeth Anne Wesley, (originally 
Wellesley, from the McGregor Clan in Scotland, 
born 1858), Shortly afterward they decided to 
emigrate to Canada, Harry coming first with his 
brother Ted (later, editor of the Toronto Star) 
and her cousin Tom, ( a dentist) to be followed in 
the spring of 1882 by his wife and baby daughter, 
Florence Ruth, who was born in Nov. 1881. They 
settled first in Winnipeg and while there Mr. 
Banton, an accomplished violinist, played 
ead violin in the Winnipeg Opera House. 
Later, they moved on to Portage La Prairie 
where Mr. Banton assisted his cousin in a 
butcher business. It was while there they got a 
taste of real pioneer life when their child, now 
two years old, was kidnapped by the Indians and 
taken off to their camp. Fortunately, she was 
successfully recovered. 

When the Riel Rebellion took place (1884-85) 
Harry and Tom fought with the Canadian Militia 
during the campaign. Meanwhile, Mrs. Banton 
went to live in Toronto with Tom's family. While 
there a second child, Charles, was fatally injured 
{in an accident and died of brain damage. This, 
coupled with the absence of her husband brought 
on a nervous condition and her doctor 
recommended a sea voyage as a remedy, so on 
the conclusion of the war they returned to 
Lelcester. At this time Mr. Banton’s father died 
suddenly of a heart attack and Harry suddenly 
found himself in charge of the farrier business. 
Regretfully they dropped their plans to return to 
Canada, and settled into the job of shoeing 
horses. His deafness in later life was attributed 
to his having worked all day at an anvil between 
two other men also pounding anvils 

“Three more children were born in England: 
Herbert (Bert) in 1889, Dorothy (Dolly) in 1894, 
and Frank, April 3, 1901. Also during this period 
Mr. Banton served in the capacity of Sgt. Major 
with the British Yeomanry in Africa fighting in 
the Boer War. 








In the spring of 1907 Bert, now in his ‘teens 
and enchanted by his folk’s stories of the West, 
‘came out to Alberta. Later in the same year his 
family followed, with the exception of Florence 
(nick-named Lolly) who was teaching school and 
had to wait till the following year. This time they 
took up some homestead land 30 miles east of 
Stettler, Alberta, taking residence in an aban- 
doned sod shack. This was somewhat of a culture 
shock for comfortably fixed English folk but they 
were in for another shock when a prairie fire 
came by and very nearly wiped them all out. 
‘This spurred them to move to a more settled 
area, so they came to the Poplar Ridge district 
N.W. of Red Deer and bought a farm from a man 
named Perie, But again misfortune dogged them 
and in January of 1908 their home and barn were 
destroyed by fire and they lost everything but the 
precious violin, the piano, and the clothes they 
wore. (Harry even lost his false teeth). 

Now severely pressed for funds, the Bantons 
headed West again and took up a homestead on 
the Blueberry Creek in the Withrow District, 
Harry on NW-33-40-4.W5 and son Bert on NE-33- 
40-4.W5 (now part of the Pattison farms). For 
once, luck was with him — he was just 20 min- 
utes ‘ahead of the next applicant for that land 
(Bill Hazlett)! This was to be the end of his 
travels. Harry supplemented his farm income by 
doing occasional blacksmith work for his neigh: 
bors and by giving violin lessons. In the struggle 
to make ends meet Mrs. Banton also did her 
share, working in turn as a house-keeper for 
Col. Marriett at Alix for two months in 1910, 
then as Matron of the Peigan Indian School at 
Brocket for a year and as a cook for the C.P.R. 
mess-house ai Hosmer, B.C. in 1912 and 1913. 
She returned to the homestead in 1914 and lived 
there till she retired, 

‘The older daughter, Lolly, had married Ea 
Wigmore in June, 1910 and’ remained in the 
Blackfalds area near Poplar Ridge. They had 
three children, Arthur, Margaret Dorothy, and 
Frank. Arthur married Ruth Miller and’ they 
raised Dorothy, Dave and Ken. Margaret 
Dorothy married Cyril Ironsides; they had two 
children Lillian and Edmund but Margaret 
passed away while still quite young. Frank died 
as a child. The mother Lolly died October, 1965 
and her husband in January, 1968. 

Dolly made her own way as a pianist and 
stenographer till she married George Muddiman 
and left the area. Mr. Muddiman, a business 
man, was employed by the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany in Vancouver, and then in Winnipeg, where 
Dolly passed away. Then he went back to Eng- 
land working for Bird's Eye Frozen Foods — be- 
coming manager of the entire operation in 
England before he passed away there. ‘The 
Muddimans raised two girls and a boy, Shirley, 
Phyllis and Robert. The girls did not marry, but 
Robert married and has four children. 

Bert (Herbert), the Banton’s older_son, 
married Bertha Glover, a sister of Mrs. Ethel 

















Buckby, in Red Deer in 1912. They lived on the 
homestead (where Pattisons are now) until 1916, 
‘Then they went to Calgary till 1921 and also spent 
a year in Vancouver, B.C. where thelr daughter 
‘Verna was born. They also lived in the town of 
Drumheller and worked in the mines between 
1923 and 1928 coming back to the homestead 
between times. Bert was very versatile and 
became a minister of the Gospel, preaching in 
Calgary ‘and singing on radio programs over 
CFCN; Meanwhile his wife had died when Verna 
was very little. Bert married Etta Dowler in 1930 
while he was in the ministry a couple of years 
later, moving out to his father’s farm, having 
sold the homestead to Pattisons, and they were 
there till about 1936, soon after which they moved 
to Montreal and lived there until Bert's death, 
shortly after which Etta moved to Vancouver 
where she still makes her home. 

In reminiscing in an old letter from Bert in 
1956 not long before he died, he wrote: “It ccr- 
tainly takes my memories back to the good old 
days, when there was hardly a fence west of the 
Sylvan Lake Store and Post Office and Hespero 
was non-existent but was a house on a farm 
used as a store called Pitcox. They were strenu: 
ous but very happy days . . ."” 

Bert and Bertha’s children were Irene, 
Neville and Verna. Bert and Etta’s were Frank 
and Beryl. 

Irene (born in 1913) married Milton Dirsten 
and they have four boys and four girls. Milton 
died recently. Irene lives in Eckville, while three 
of her sons live in the Eckville area, 

Neville married Gertle Albert from the 
Eckville district and they moved to the coast 
where they raised three sons, Fred, John and 
Max; thelr father passed away recently and Ger- 
tle continues to live at the coast with six 
grandchildren to enjoy. 

‘Verna married Ole Krossenger and they live 
in Vancouver too. They have two girls and one 
boy, Donna, Bonny, and Terry and four 
grandchildren. 

‘Frank and his wife have one boy and one girl. 

Beryl and her husband have two boys and two 
girls. 

Frank, the Harry Banton’s younger son, re- 
mained on the homestead to help his father but 
supplementing his income by playing the violin 
for dances in surrounding community halls. 
However times were hard and he finally had to 
look for a better opportunity, so after Christmas 
in 1924, he went out to British Columbia. Frank is 
now the only living member of the Harry Banton 
family. He and his wife Helen live in Trail and 
have three daughters and four grandchildren. 

Going back to the original family, disaster 
struck again in Februaruy, 1925 when fire took 
their home on the farm and Mr. and Mrs. Banton 
were hard pressed to get by, having lost their 
possessions. However they finally overcame 
thelr difficulties, 

Harry Banton, being a gifted violinist and his, 
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wife an excellent planist they were a real asset to 
the social life of the community, which was very 
important In those days. Mr. Banton used to 
teach the violin to the neighbour's children. 
‘Then, around 1929, Mr. Banton had an accident 
with a runaway team, striking his head on the 
bridge over the Blueberry, which laid him up for 
quite awhile and he lived with his daughter Lollie 
for a couple of years, before coming back to the 
farm. He died at Lesiteville in 1935 at 85 years of 
age and is buried in the Leslieville Cemetery. 
Mrs. Banton had retired to live with her son 
Frank in Trail, B.C. She died in Februa 
1937, but is buried in the Aspelund Cemetery 
west of Blackfalds, 

It Is estimated that there are at least 85 
descendents of Harry and Elizabeth Banton. 





BODIN, ROY — by Iva Gustavson 

Roy Bodin, his sister Annie, and parents, 
Fred and Albertina Bodin, lived at Stony Plain. 
After the death of his father, he and his mother 
moved to Provost. His sister, now Mrs, Mielke, 
and family farmed in this area. He farmed here, 
too, for a number of years. 

in 1947, his mother married Charlie Gustav- 
son of Eckville. Roy worked at different jobs in 
this locality, making his home with the Gilbert 
Gustavson family. Winter months were spent in 
sawmills in the Nordege district. As soon as he 
was able to, he acquired his own land, the NW 24- 
39-4.W5, and later the NW 35-39-4-W5. 

Roy was an enthusiastic hunter, always 
bringing home his share of game. Poor health 
sent him to the Sanatorium in Calgary for a time. 
A few years later he fell ill with cancer and 
passed away on July 24, 1966, at the early age of 
42 years. 





RUDOLF DAHL 

Rudolf Dahl was born in Princeton, Michigan, 
U.S.A. in 1908, He came to Manyberries with his 
parents, brother Arthur and sister Lily to 
homestead. 

In the fall of 1925 Rudolf came to the Eckville 
district in search of work. Having no trade or 
training he tried his hand at everything possible, 
working long hours for a few dollars a day. 

In 1928 he joined a musical group of lads and 
they soon formed “The Dixie Land Minstrels”, 
travelling around entertaining at every occasion 
possible. What a sight they were — in their black 
Suits, white gloves, tall hats and large polka-dot 
red ties to show off thelr black faces! He soon 
won the heart of Meta Mottus, and in the hungry 
30's (November 7, 1930) he gave up his acting 
career to marry her. 

Rudolf and Meta moved to Barons, Alberta to 
farm but returned to Eckville the following year 
and bought a farm in the Withrow district, NW 
26-39-4-W5. There was only an old house on the 
quarter, but they made kitchen cupboards from 
orange crates and a dresser from apple boxes 
and strung curtains over them, 









































odolf Dahl Family, 1950, 


Four children blessed this union. Jean 

Elizabeth was born in 1934. She married Alvin 

Burrows and they live in North Vancouver, B.C. 

They have two daughters, Naney Lynn and Lori 
ee. 

Glen Rudolf, born in 1937, married Karen 
Warren and they have two daughters, Kelly Ann 
and Colleen. Glen remarried in 1965, to Lillian 
Woorron, and they had a son, Brian Glen. They 
live in Maple Ridge, B.C. 

Melvin Robert was born in 1941, Marilee 
Salsauler became his wife, and they have two 
children, Michelle Marie and Michael Robert. 
They now reside in North Vancouver, B.C. 

Judy Pauline was born in 1946. She married 
Samuel Dyrland. They have four children: Ricky 
Steven; Darey, and twin daughters, Glenda 
Joanne and Linda Charlene. They reside in 
Lacombe, Alberta. 

Rudolf and Meta sold thelr farm and moved to 
Eckville, where they were employed as 
caretakers of the Eckville school until thelr 
retirement. Meta retired in 1971 and Rudolt 
retired in June, 1973. They have continued living 
{in their home in Eckville and have been very ac- 
tive members of the Eckville & District 
Friendship Club, and take part in other local ac- 
tivities. 


DUNCAN, GEORGE AND HELEN 

George Duncan was born in Elgin, 
‘Morayshire, Scotland in 1892. In 1911, due to dif- 
ficult conditions in Scotland, his father booked 
passage for his three sons on the ship “Athena” 
and sent them to Canada where he hoped they 
would find a more prosperous way of life. George 
came to the West Park area of Red Deer where 
he broke horses and then began hauling freight 
(mostly staple grocery items) from Red Deer to 
Rocky Mountain House with his excellent four- 
horse team. The summer was very wet and the 
muddy roads nearly impassable. Many times 
during heavy rains George and his team took 
shelter in barns of abandoned homesteads along 
the route. During the winter, temperatures 





sometimes plummeted to -60 degrees F., add- 
ing to the discomfort of both men and horses. 
In 1912 George moved to a homestead in the 
Rocky Mountain House area, but continued to 
haul freight westward during the winter months 
until 1917 when he sold his team to Nordegg 
mines. 

‘Abandoning his homestead, he moved back to 
Red Deer, where he was employed on district 
farms, on’ threshing crews on the prairies, and 
finally on a bridge-building crew for the CPR in 
1922. In the spring of 1923 George married and 
Settled once more in the West Park area until 
1927 when he moved with his wife and two small 
daughters to a farm in the Evarts district. His 
wife passed away shortly after this move, ieav- 
ing George with the almost impossible task of 
running the farm and raising two very small 
girls all by himself. In 1929 he married Helen 
Gowans. 

Helen Hutcheson Gowans was born at Woods 
Land, Baillieston, Scotland in 1905. In June, 1926, 
the Gowans family immigrated to Canada on the 
ship “Montcalm and landed at Montreal as Em 
pire Settlers. Immediately they boarded an im- 
migrant train which began a tiring one-week 
journey westward to the station at Benalto, 
‘Alberta. 

The family settled on a district farm and 
Helen, as one of the older children in the family, 
gained employment at several busy 
neighborhood homes, travelling on horseback to 
and from her work. She met George and his 





George, Jim and Robert Duncan Model A. 
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Snowplowing after Blizzard of 1948. George Duncan. 


small daughters during this time, and in March, 
1928, they were married. 

In 1935, George and Helen, with their family 
of five children, loaded their possessions on a 
wagon and moved to a farm west of Eckville 
‘where they still reside. During the next 11 years, 
three more sons were born to them. They faced 
the many hardships of farm life that the other 
district farmers did during the depression years, 
as well as the added hazard of raising their elght 
children beside a river and a busy railroad. 
Hobos drifting in from the trains were not un- 
‘common. A few caused concern to Helen, who 
was alone with children during the fall and 
winter when George had to be away working on 
threshing crews or in lumber camps. Helen 
milked the many cows, raised poultry, tended a 
large garden and handled the many chores of the 
farm. She recalls a trip by bus to Red Deer to 
pick up her chickens in the spring and coming 
home across the flooded Horseguard River with 
the water up over her feet as she rode in a horse- 
drawn wagon on the last part of the journey. 

‘Cream and eggs were taken to town by horse 
and wagon and sold to the creamery there. 
Barrels of gasoline were often part of the return 
cargo in the summer after a tractor had been 
acquired for doing the field work, The older 
children helped with the field work as well as 
attending classes at the Shady Lane school near- 
ly three miles away. Roads were drifted in and 
Impassable for many weeks during the winter 
months, and in the spring George and Helen 
faced the additional worry of sending their 
children to school across the flood-swollen river. 
The Duncans’ eight children are: Hazel 
(Hamilton) and Gladys (Miller) now both of 
Rocky Mountain House, George Jr. of Eckville, 
Jean (Milne) of Red Deer, and Jim, Robert, 
Peter and Edward all of Eckville 

With the arrival of better roads, cars, and a 
new home, many of the early hardships 
vanished. But by reminiscing through the pages 
of Helen’s many photo albums and listening to 
George recount the stories of thelr early years, 
the past becomes almost real to the many 
children and grandchildren who stop by to visit. 
One of the recent highlights of their busy life was 
a trip to Scotland in 1972 when George was 





reunited with his sister whom he hadn't seen 
since leaving for Canada 61 years before. 


ESKELIN, PETER AND HILDA 
In 1904 Peter and Hilda Eskelin came to the 
Eckville district from the United States. They 
homesteaded two and one-half miles west of 
town on the SE 18.39-3.W5. They had five 
children—Hilda, Peter, Ellen, Albert and Adam. 

Mr. Eskelin worked out in winter and cared 
for the farm in the summertime. In 1910 he had 
an attack of appendicitis, but by the time the doc- 
tor from Red Deer could reach him it was too 
late. 

Mrs. Eskelin, with the help of her children, 
carried on the farming. She was thankful for the 
helping hands of her neighbors. Sometime later 
she married Matt Peterson, who had come to 
work for them, He homesteaded the SW 6-40-3-W5, 
and the family moved there. Three more 
children were born, Arthur, Elizabeth and Elsie 
Peterson. This farm was five and one-half miles 
north of Eckville, so the children had a long way 
to go to attend the Old Eckville school. 

Later they moved to the Leslieville area and 
the children attended Blueberry Valley school. 
Mrs. Eskelin Peterson passed away in 1920 when 
her youngest was a small child. 

‘The older girls worked in Nordegg, where 
they later married. 

‘Most of the family has passed away. Peter, as, 
a teen-ager in 1917, Albert in 1930, Adam in 1833, 
Hilda in Vancouver in 1970 and Elien also in Van: 
couver in 1976, 








EVANS, EARLE AND JESSIE — by Vincent 

Earle Evans was born at Rock Valley, Iowa, 
U.S.A. December 26, 1887. The family moved to 
Seaitle, Washington, U.S.A. where he completed 
his schooling. They moved to Bentley, Alberta, in 
11906. In 1907, he homesteaded SE 4-40-4-W5 in the 
Withrow district. 
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‘Mr. and Mrs, Earle Evanson their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
and son Vincent, Api, 196, 





April 3, 1916, he married Jessie Bott, only 
daughter of Jerome and Laura Bott. Jessie was 
born February 1, 1895, in Napanee, Ontario. On 
February 21, 1917, a son, Vincent, was born. 

A few years later, they purchased S 28-39-4 
WS. Earle owned a number of steam engines do- 
ing breaking, threshing, and lumber planing. He 
operated a caterpillar for the M.D. of Lochern 
for eight seasons. Jessie was active in garden- 
ing, home, and church. They lived there and 
farmed for about 50 years. I attended school in 
Leslieville, Alberta, and heiped with the farm for 
a number of years. I worked for the forestry in 
Calgary as a mechanic for eight years. 

In April, 1966, Earle and Jessie celebrated 
their 50th ‘Anniversary. Earle Evans passed 
away at the farm November 27, 1966, at the age 
of 78 years, Jessie lives in Maple Ridge, B.C. I, 
Vincent Evans, make my home at the farm, and 
with my mother (Jessie) in Maple Ridge, B.C. 








EVANS, MATTHEW SIMPSON AND MARY — 
submitted by Ralph Evans 

‘Matthew Simpson Evans was born in Ohio, 
U.S.A. about 1860. The family moved to Pana, 
Tlimois, where Matthew's mother died just 
before his eighteenth birthday. She had bought a 
Bible for his birthday. He carried his Bible with 
him for many years. 

Soon after his mother died, he left home and 
settled in Rocky Valley, Iowa, where he married 
‘Mary Ernisee. Three sons were born to them at 
Rock Valley, Earle, Raye and Ralph. Matthew 
was in the dray and livery barn business for a 
number of years. He then farmed in Minnesota 
and South Dakota. A daughter Florence was 
born near Sioux Falls, South Dakota, in 1900. In 
1904 the family moved to Seattle, Washington, 
where Matthew did street grading with horses 
and hauled gravel 

In the fall of 1906 Matt and two sons Earle and 
Raye came to Backtalds, Alberta, to homestead. 
‘Mr. Nels Nelson of Rainy Creek located them in 
the Leslieville district. Raye filed on NE 32-39-4- 
Ws, Earle on SE 4-40-4.W5, Matt on SW 4.40-4-W5 
which Matt relinquished, and John Meinzinger 
then homesteaded, 

In the spring of 1907 they shipped a carload of 
machinery and household effects to Blackfalds 
and rented land near Bentley, where Ralph 
graduated from school in 1909.’ In 1911 Earle, 
Raye and Ralph bought their father's steam 
threshing machine and did custom. threshing 
around the Bentley, Eckville and Leslieville dis- 
triets for many years. 

In 1916 Ralph and Dannie Bott went to 
Detroit, U.S.A. Shortly after Dannie was 
drowned in Rouge River. Ralph was in the US. 
Army stationed at Waco, Texas, for World War I 
during 1918 until peace was signed. He returned 
to Detroit, Michigan, and on March 26, 1919 
arried Ruth Meinzinger, sister of John Mein. 








zinger, mentioned above, whom he met in Alber- 
ta 








In August 1919 Ralph and Ruth moved to 
Alberta to help Earle and Raye with threshing, 
‘They bought land and started farming. 

‘Through the early years and the Depression 
Ralph, although farming, also ran sawmills 
during winters and was in the trucking business. 
Ralph thus became well known all over the coun- 
try in the lumber business, having had sawmills 
in many places, including one at Jack Reid’s — 
at Bingley and Wolfe Creek, later on at Longview 
and High River in the '50’s. 

In 1944 Evans had a sale and moved to 
Calgary and bought a home there, while still in 
the trucking business. They spent three years in 
the sawmill business between Portland, Oregon, 
and Dayton, Washington, coming back to 
Calgary in 1950. Calvin and Carole both got a lot 
of their education in Calgary 

‘They raised four children — Marie, born May 
11, 1920, Bob on August 12, 1921, Calvin on July 
13, 1985 and Carole on July 18, 1940, 

‘They are all married and have families. 
Marie and her husband Lawrence Biswanger 
silll farm the Earle Evans homestead and have 
raised four children, Lorraine, Mrs. W. Houston 
of Eckville; Larry at Fort McMurray; Fern, 
Mrs, Kenneth C. Bradshaw of Eckville, and 
‘Muriel at Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Bob is in partnership with his dad in land 
clearing and construction business at Breton, 
Alberta, Bob married Isabelle Mortimer of 
Rocky Mountain House and they have five 
children; Darrell of Calgary, Darlene, Mrs. 
Bruce Burton, Calgary; Judy, Mrs. Robert 
Finney, Calgary; Cindy, Mrs.'K. Hanson of 
‘Terrace, British Columbia. Sharon lives with her 
mother in Calgary. Bob and Isabelle separated. 
Bob married again. He and Ruth have four 
children; Crystal, Curtis, Dannie and Debbie — 
all In school. 

Calvin has been with Imperial Oil Limited 
since he graduated from Oxford University, 
England. At present he is head of the Explora- 
tion Department of Imperial Oil Limited. Calvin 
married Doris Mohr of Edmonton. They have 
three children; Tom in university; Sandra and 
Darren in school in Calgary. 

Carole taught school for several years in 
Calgary and Rimbey and married Zoley Garnick 
of Leedale. They farm and raise cattle. They 
have one son Zane, attending Leslieville school, 

Ruth Evans passed on in 1975 at age of 75 
years, Her body is at rest in Leslieville Cemetery 
‘but as inseribed on her head stone, she is “Ab 
sent from the body, present with the Lord.” 

Florence Evans married Jack McFayden in 
1925 and lived in the Leslieville area till about 
1940 when they moved to Kamloops, B.C. where 
Florence and her family still reside. 

‘A few years later mother and brother Raye 
moved to Kamloops, B.C. Ralph's mother passed 
away at 92 years of age. Raye has also passed on. 
Earle was laid to rest in the Leslieville 
Cemetery, November, 1966. 
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THE GREENMAN FAMILY — by Mrs. Alvin 
Greenman 

‘The Everett Greenman family moved from 
‘Tracy, Minnesota, U.S.A. in the spring of 1907 to 
Granum, Alberta. In 1909 the father took a home- 
stead about 60 miles northeast of Lethbridge, 
where they farmed for many years. Alvin 
Everett, the second son, took a homestead in the 
area and farmed for several years. On February 
6, 1918, he married Elnora Belle Jones, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Jones. 

We, Alvin and Belle Greenman, farmed at 
‘Travers and in the Granum districts for about 25 
years, ‘Times were hard and the prairies were 
Very dry. In 1933 we decided to look for a more 
Prosperous place to live, where we could have 
Pasture for stock and could realize some income 
from our work. The Eckville district was the 
location we decided on. We bought a quarter sec- 
ton of land from the C.P.R. with a down pay- 
ment of $25. The C.P.R. shipped us with all our 
belongings, consisting of four head of horses, one 
colt, five cows, a sow, ten pigs, and some 
chickens. 








‘Greenman log house - thet home for 20 years, 


We, along with our family of elght girls, lived 
ina tent and a small shack until we could get a 
small log shack built. Our eldest son, Gordon, 
was born that fall and three older girls went to 
work that fall, to help make ends meet. Our 
neighbors were very good to us and helped with 
feed, all the straw we needed for the stock, and 
vegetables and milk for ourselves. There were a 
lot of partridges and wild fruit, and the nice long 
fall helped us so much. December and January 
were very cold and hard on the stock. The 
change in climate was too much for them and 
when spring came most of them died. 

We spent the winter in the little log nut. When 
spring came neighbors got together and put up 
for us a little two-roomed log house on our own 
place. The first two years we had no floor. Final: 
ly we got some boards and dug a little cellar un- 
der the house. Here we lived for the next ten 
years, 
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‘Alvin Greenman Family and Mr. and Mrs, Albere Jones - 1983 


Dad and I cut logs from our place and had 
them sawed into lumber from which we built our 
house in 1946. A house 24 by 20 feet seemed pretty 
big after having lived in the two rooms for so 
long. By this time the older girls were all 
married to local boys. We were all quite happy. 

‘On December 3, 1948 the first break came in 
our family. Ethelyn Saari, our eldest daughter, 
died of virus pneumonia, leaving two little girls 
and a baby boy. They were lovingly cared for by 
their Aunt Elma and Grandpa and Grandma 
Saari. 

In 1954 we went to work for the winter at 
Camp Fifteen, west of Rocky Mountain House 
for the Atlas Lumber Company. In the spring of 
1956 we moved in to Eckville and did the catering 
and the janitor work for the Lions Club, Several 
years later, in 1960, we moved our house from the 
farm, had a well dug and put in water works. 
What a relief! For the first time in our lives we 
had electricity and an indoor toilet of our very 
own. 

We took in boarders for seven or eight years. 
Now, in 1977, we both have a pension and are 
very’ comfortable and happy. 

Our boys, Gordon and Glenn, are married and 
live in Lillooet, B.C. They both work for the 
British Columbia Railroad, and have been there 
for over 20 years. Ruth is in Lillooet, B.C. with 
her family.'She married Jim Goforth and they 
have seven children. Gordon married Marjorie 
Robinson, and they have three children, Glenn 
married Velma Pietkanen and they have four 
children. 

‘Myrtle married Waldo Raabis and they have 
four children. Lucille married Ogden Cole (now 
deceased) and she then married Rolly Hankin. 
son. She has three children. Fern married 
Walford Tolonen and has three children, Dora 
married Ralph Needhan, from whom she was 











divorced. She is now Mrs. Doug Hunter. There 
are six children. Phyllis married Ray Meyers 
and they have three children. Audrey married 
Charlie Bolton and has seven children. Joyce 
married Roy Dyrland and they have five 
children, They live in Mackenzie, B.C. 

We have 48 grandchildren and over 50 great- 
grandchildren, In 1978 we will celebrate our 60th 
wedding anniversary, if our Heavenly Father is 
willing. Every year we try to have a family reu- 
nion. Fortunately, our children and their 
families try to make this possible. 








HAYBALL, ERNEST ALFRED — by Gordon 
Hayball 

‘Mr. E. A. Hayball was born in England in 
1882. He left his home and relatives at the early 
age of 19 years, to find a new life and adventure 
in Canada. He homesteaded in Manitoba and 

saskatchewan for a few years before returning 
to England, While in England he married Mary 
Jane Fishlock, and they returned to Canada to 
the homestead in Saskatchewan. 

Dad served in World War I, enlisting at 
Camrose. 

In the spring of 1919 they moved from Calgary 
toa farm at Withrow — it seemed they had to be 
able to live off the land to keep from starving. 
‘Three of us children went to school at the Wolfe 
school. These were Frank, Irene and myselt 
(Gordon), Desmond was born at Hespero. We 
moved to Leslieville, in 1927. 

Father passed away at the age of 84 years at 
Didsbury, in 1966 and Mother passed away at 
Calgary at 90 years of age in 1973. They were 
predeceased by their son Frank and their 
daughter Irene. Two sons are still living in 
Calgary. 

Gordon, the oldest, and his wife have a son 
and a daughter and two grandsons. Gordon is a 
caretaker with the Calgary Public School Board. 

Bud (Desmond) and his wife have four 
daughters and one son, and five grandchildren. 
Bud is a Foreman for Pool Construction. 

‘Mother used to tell about the hard times they 
had at Withrow, and how she had to hold up the 
horse while Mr. Hayball or Frank drove the 
horse on the plough, as the horses were so thin. 





Me. and Mrs. EA. Hayball on their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary, 





‘She always laughed about how she and son 
Frank often walked to dances. She loved to 
dance. Father was an ardent gardener. 


HENRIKSON, JONAS ROBERT 

Jonas was one of a family of nine born in 
Stockholm, Sweden on the 24 of May, 1868. He 
‘was the only one of this family to Immigrate to 
Canada. He came as a young man to 
Saskatchewan in 1904 where he acquired a job 
with the C.N.R, working in many localities as a 
section worker, bridge gang and later pump man 
at Burbank, Alberta, which was a siding where 
the locomotives stopped to fill with water. In 
1908, he became a Canadian Citizen and took up 
land north east of Edmonton, close to the 
Saskatchewan Border. Around 1920, he came 
with the C.N.R. to the Sylvan Lake area where he 
met Esther Lindholm from the Burnt Lake dis- 
trict who was also a native of Sweden being born 
In Varmland on September 12, 1893, and came as 
a small girl with her parents Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Lindholm, three brothers — Linus, Charlie, 
Frank; two sisters — Charlotte, Mrs, Axel Lind: 
man, Ellen, Mrs. Sandy Smith in 1895 to settle in 
the Burnt Lake area amongst a group of Scan- 
dinavians. Here they all grew up and received 
thelr education at the Burnt Lake School. Jonas 
and Esther were married in 1921, and purchased 
the SE 16-40.5W5 which was north of Withrow, 
Alberta, and known as the Twin Lakes Fur Farm 
where they made their home and raised mink 
Here two daughters were born — Lily, February 
24, 1923, and Rose, February 24, 1927 

‘Around 1930, the family moved ‘to Sylvan 
Lake when Dad again returned to work on the 
C.N.R. We received all our education at Sylvan 
Lake. We always looked forward to the Scan. 
dinavian Mid Summer Celebration which was 
held at Grandad Lindholm’s farm. Dad was an 
ardent hunter, trapper, and skler, making his 
own skiis. Mother was always at home carding 
wool and spinning yarn, knitting for our family 
as well as for others. She enjoyed all types of 
hand work. Mother passed away on March 23, 
1946, after a lengthy illness. Dad was active and 
healthy until his last year which he spent In the 
Rimbey Three Way Hospital where he passed 
away on Nov. 11, 1956. Both are laid to rest in the 
Sylvan Lake Cemetery. 

Lily Is Mrs. Johnson and resides in Red Deer. 
She has two boys. Rose still resides in Eckville. 
See Fred Moos History, 








‘THE THOMAS HOLLAND FAMILY 

‘Mr. Thomas Holland was born at Jarrow, 
England, where he was employed in the steel 
works, and later drove a dray team. He was 
married there in 1913, and in 1923 he Immigrated 
to Canada, first finding work on a farm in the 
Provost district. 

In June, 1924, his wife Mary joined him, along 
with their children, Mary, aged 10 years, Lillian, 
nine, Elizabeth, six, Daisy, two, and Thomas, 








seven months. Another son, Kenneth, was born 
in 1938, the only Canadian-born member of the 
family. 

‘The family later moved to Alhambra, where 
Mr. Holland worked for Mr. Roy Addy. These 
were hard days, as they were trying to get es. 
tablished in an’unfamiliar land, learning new 
ways to cope with the Canadian climate. Like 
many pioneers, they lived largely on rabbits and 
prairie chickens that first winter. 

In April, 1925, they moved to Condor, where 
he worked for Mr. Dave Blair and Dick 
Schouten, among others. 

In 1931 they acquired their own farm, one and 
one-half miles north of the Blueberry Valley 
School. With little money to spend on machinery, 
Mr. Holland made do with what he had; his first 
plowing was done with one horse and a walking 
plow. 

‘The oldest daughter, Mary, married Dick 
‘Thorkman, and they have five children, 

Lillian married Angus McFadden, and also 
has a family of five. 

Elizabeth married Roy Kendrew and they 
have two children, Daisy married Henry 
Heikkila, and they had three children. After her 
husband passed away, she married Allan Sam- 
brooke, and has another son, 

Kenneth married Vivian Hunter; they have 
two children. 

Mr. and Mrs. Holland celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary in 1963. Mr. Holland passed 
away later that same year. 

‘Thomas Jr. remains on the original farm, 
where his mother likes to visit him whenever 
possible. She now lives in the Senior Citizens’ 
Lodge at Rimbey. 





JACKSON, MATT 

‘Matt Jackson from Butte, Montana came to 
claim the SE 12-40.4-W5 in 1903. When Victor 
Lindgren came to look for his homestead in 1905, 
in the Wood Lake district, the only building he 
found was Jackson's big log barn. Matt Jackson 
had returned to Butte, where his wife was work- 
ing. They later returned to the homestead, bring- 
ing with them a team of horses. A one-room log 
cabin was built which was home for many years. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Jackson were hard 
workers. They raised both horses and cattle, 
‘Mrs. Jackson would make butter, which was ex- 
changed for groceries at the store. 

‘Victor Lindgren broke land for the Jacksons 
with a team of oxen. In return for his work, he 
was given a young mare. Jacksons farmed with 
horses. 

‘A daughter, Ima, the pride and joy of her 
happy parents, was born. 

‘The busy years passed. Mrs. Jackson became 
ill and passed away. She was buried in Elspeth 
cemetery. Ilma attended Wolfe school. The 
homestead was sold so Matt and daughter, Tima, 
moved a few miles farther north. They remained 





1027 


here until Matt passed away. His burial was in 
Gilby cemetery. 

After some time with friends, Ima went to 
work for Petersons in the Gilby district. Some 
years later, she married Ben Plested. They 
made their’home in High River, where three 
children were born and raised. After a lengthy 
illness, Ima passed away in Calgary. 


KIVINEN, KARL — by Hilja Sjoblom 

‘Mr. Karl Kivinen came to the Eckville dis- 
trict from the United States. He had worked in 
various states and at various Jobs, but when he 
heard of the good land in Canada and the 
possibility of getting a homestead—a 160 acre 
piece of land—for $10, he was all for it! He had 
‘worked in Toronto, and in 1909 he came west and 
filed on a homestead SE 10-40-4-W5. 

‘After Karl got a small house built, he sent for 
his bride trom Toronto. His wife, Lena, found 
things quite different from the city, but stuck to 
it for over ten years. They had one son, Arthur, 
but finally she ieft and went back to Toronto with 
the boy. 

‘Mr. Kivinen continued to live on the home 
place, raised cattle and horses, and always 
seemed to have a little money. He was a very 
sociable man and took part in all the social 
events of the district. He was known to be a very 
clean bachelor. 

When he grew older and the time came for 
him to quit farming he sold out and moved to live 
in Eckville, where he had bought a small house. 
Here he lived for a number of years before mov 
ing to the Westview Lodge in Rocky Mountain 
House. He really enjoyed living there, and had 
said he should have gone there earlier. When he 
became ill and was no longer able to stay at the 
lodge he was taken to a nursing home in Olds, 
where he passed away about 1960. 

Mrs. Lena Kivinen stayed in Toronto, came 
out a few times to visit the west country with her 
son Arthur. Arthur married in Toronto and has a 
family there, but his mother passed away, also in 
the early 1960's, 





KOPPEL FAMILY 

In 1944 Herman Koppel, with his wife Maria 
and daughter Titu, left Estonla to make their 
home in Sweden. There they worked at a dairy 
farm and a factory until they saved enough 
money to come to Canada, They arrived in May, 
1949, and Dome Creek, B.C. was thelr first loca: 
tion. There they looked after a farm and helped 
at a sawmill; however they did not feel at hame 
among the high mountains. Friends wrote to 
them about a job obtainable at a farm at Eckville 
and they decided to come. They arrived in 
September of the same year. They worked on 
several farms untit 1951 when they had enough 
money to start farming on their own. They 
bought the NW.640-3-W5 and in 1953 added 
another quarter NE-1-40-3-W5 to their farm. Due 
to health problems they had to sell their farm in 






























1973 and settled in Eckville, where they bought a 
home and also an apartment house. 

‘Their daughter Tilu’s first year of school was 
spent at Medicine Valley and at the Estonian 
‘School; from there she went to Wolfe School until 
It closed down, Then she continued her education 
at Eckville, Following this, she went to Calgary 
where she graduated as a Certified Nurses" Aid. 
She worked at nursing in Red Deer for a while, 
then came back to Eckville where she has 
worked for many years in the local hospital, until 
the raising of her family took all of her time. She 
was married in 1964 to a local farmer, Walter 
Kalev and they have a son Brian, nine years old, 
and two daughters, Lori, seven and Myrna, four 
years old. 


KULIKOWSKY, DAN AND STELLA 

‘Dan and Stella Kulikowsky lived in South 
Ecckville (Kootuk). He worked on the C.P.R. sec- 
tion gang in 1920. Shortly after, C.P.R. land was 
selling, so, Dan and Stella bought a farm, the N 3- 
405.W5. Here they farmed with horses and 
raised cattle and pigs. 

In 1942, farmers from the dried out prairies 
came to buy farms, as the rain was plentiful 
here, Matt Haapala bought our farm. 

‘After holding an auction sale, they moved to 
Winnipeg. Dan didn’t regain his health following. 
a car accident and passed away in 1973. Mrs. 
Kulikowsky still lives in Winnipeg. 


VICTOR LINGREN FAMILY 

Victor Lingren came from Montana, U.S.A. to 
Eckville, Alberta, in 1905. Here he filed on a 
homestead by Gabriel Lake (later named Wood 
Lake). This land was the NW 6-40-3-W5. After 
locating and filing on his homestead Victor 
journeyed back to Montana to bring his family to 
‘Alberta. He had a wife and two children; Henry 
aged four years, and Hilda, aged one and one- 
half years. 

‘The family travelled from Red Deer on a mail 
coach to Evarts and from Evarts the mailman 





Mrs, V. Lingren's grandchildren, Lilian, Mamie, Arvo, Mrs 
‘Victor Lingren, Theta = 1910. 





















































Mre, Sema Hill and Family, L. to R: Liliam, Thelma, Arvo, 
‘Tove on elms lap and Maimie. 








brought them to Kasper’s farm where they got 
shelter for a short time. After a while they 
moved to Ericksons home, which was close to 
their homestead. They stayed with Ericksons un- 
til the house was built on the Wood Lake farm. 
Mr. Kasper had a team of horses at that time so 
he went to Red Deer to bring lumber and win- 
dows for the Lingrens and logs were used from 
the farm for the house and also to build a log 
barn and a chicken coop. They spaded up a small 
area for a garden and planted potatoes the first 
year. 

Victor Lingren was a woodsman so he helped 
many other settlers build log houses and barns. 
(At this time an older son, Frank, was working 
for Mr. Cronquist at Red Deer and in 1907 helped 
haul rocks to build the Cronquist house which in 
1976 was moved and restored in Red Deer to be 
used as a museum.) 

‘Mr, Lingren was soon able to acquire a team 
of oxen to work with. He even used them to drive 
to Lacombe for supplies. On one occasion the 
oxen ran away with the wagon and didn’t stop un- 
til they got tangled up in the trees. 

‘Mr. Lingren was a skilled craftsman and used 
some of his skill to build boats and make fish nets 
to be used on Wood Lake. Fish were plentiful in | 
those days and settlers would come from miles 
away to put nets in the lake. Although people did 
not have much in the pioneer days, visitors, were 
always welcome to stay for coffee or for a meal. a 

When Henry became old enough to attend 
school he went to board at Kult’s place from 
which he had a mile and a half walk to the old 
Eckville School. ‘Two years later Hilda went to 
board at Kasper’s place so that she could go to 
school. Board in those days was cheap — only 
one dollar a week. Hilda later was able to milk 
cows at Kaspers night and morning and by this 
means she earned her board. After Henry 
became older he would walk from home to the 
old Eckville school about five miles distant. 


When Henry grew up and married Ida Olsen 
he took over tle home farm and looked after the 
Parents, as they were pensioners and unable to 
work hard any longer. Hilda married Alho 
Stopsen and they settled on a farm nearby. 

Victor Lingren passed away at home on his 
homestead in December of 1936 and Mrs. 
Lingren died in the fall of 1937. Both were buried 
in the Eckville cemetery. 


LINQUIST, NESTER — by LG. 

A native of Finland, Nester Linquist, could 
tell some heart rending stories of the war 
between Finland and Russia. He spent a long 
time as a prisoner of war in Russia. The horrors 
of the war and the inhuman treatment of him as 
a prisoner affected his health and shattered his 
nerves. 

After his release he came first to Toronto and 
later, about 1930, to Eckville. He settled on the 
NE-26-39-W5. Having no buildings, he fashioned 
a dug-out type shelter In a hillside until a more 
permanent home could be built. Being an ex- 
cellent carpenter, especially at hewing logs, he 
helped build a number of farm homes in the dis- 
trict. He carried on farming as well. 

He sold his farm about 1945 to Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Demoulin, who farmed it tll 1960, when they sold 
it to Charlie Mottus. The Demoulins continued to 
live there till moving to Lacombe to the Senior 
Citizens Lodge in 1964, 

After selling his farm Nester bought a lot in 
Eckville, and built the house now occupied by 
Meta and Rudolf Dahl. Early in 1950 he sold the 
property to Ike Kaila and left to join his friends 
In Toronto. He passed away a few years later. 


WAINO MATTILA AND FAMILY 

‘Waino Mattila was born in Finland in 188%. 
Hilma Kaipo was born in 1878, also in Finiand, 
‘They were married in their native land in 1906 
and immigrated to the U.S.A. the same year, 
settling in Michigan. Their two daughters were 
born in Michigan, Olga in 1906 and Lemp! in 1909. 

In 1910 or 1911 the family moved to Canada, 
Waino had a brother, John, living north and west 
of Eckville on the land which has since become 
known as the Carl (Pihooja) farm. The Waino 
‘Mattila family made their way to Alberta, hop- 
ing to find land near his brother John. ‘They 
travelled to Lacombe by train, where John met 
them with a horse-drawn vehicle. He took them 
to his home, where they remained while looking 
for a place of their own. 

While the Mattilas were living at the John 
Mattila home they were expecting thelr third 
child, In those days, when there was to be a child- 
birth, a capable neighbor woman would usually 
act as midwife, and usually nature took its 
course and all would go well. In Hilma’s case this 
Was not destined to be a natural childbirth. Tt 
was winter time. The nearest doctor was in 
Lacombe, 37 miles away. There were no cars, 
and the roads were primitive. John hitched his 
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horses to a cutter and drove through the snow to 
Lacombe, in great haste, for the doctor. When 
the doctor arrived John’s wife had everything in 
readiness for Hilma’s confinement, and had 
water boiling on the wood stove. Upon examina- 
tion, the doctor determined that the birth would 
be a very difficult one, and told Waino that he 
would probably not be able to save both the 
mother and the child. “‘Save the mother! Save 
Hilma!" was Waino's request. The child was 
delivered, but it died at birth. Hilma lived and 
had a complete recovery. John then had to make 
the long trip back to Lacombe to return the doc- 
tor to his home and practice. 

West of John Mattila’s there was a quarter 
section of land open for homesteading. This was 
the land which extended to the top of the high hill 
directly north of Withrow. Here Waino built a 
small log house, dug a well and bullt a barn, then 
brought his family to their new home. They were 
established settlers! 

Waino was a jolly, friendly man. He was a 
good neighbor, always ready to help when help 
was needed, and he soon had a host of friends. 
Hilma was quieter by nature than her husband, 
but was kind, hard-working and pleasant. The 
family liked company, and their neighbors were 
always assured of a warm welcome and a friend- 
ly cup of coffee whenever they came to visit. 

‘The next problem to be faced was what to do 
about their girls’ education. There was no school 
in the area, none nearer than Eckville, nine 
miles away, and Olga had reached school age. 
‘They arranged for little Olga to stay with the 
Henry Kult family in Eckville, and from their 
home she attended school during the week. 
Waino would go to Eckville with horses on Fri- 
day and bring Olga home for the weekend. In 
1922 Wolfe School was built, not too far from the 
Mattila home, so the girls finished their school- 
ing there. All seemed to be going well for them. 

As time went on, Waino began to have health 
problems. He found that he was always extreme- 
ly thirsty, and he didn’t feel as well as he should, 
Neighbors laughingly told him “You must have 
been eating too much salty fish, Waino, you're 
always so thirsty!” Eventually Waino hitched up 
his horses and drove to Lacombe to see the doc- 
tor, as he knew that something was wrong. The 
doctor told him he had diabetes, and showed him 
how to give himself insulin shots. 

Olga Mattila was married to Art Mottus in 
1027. They lived first at the John Motus home, 
where Grandma Mottus, Art's mother, was stili 
living. In August 1928 their daughter, Gladys, 
was born. There was no doctor assisting at the 
birth, but Grandma Mottus performed the duties 
of a midwife very capably. 

After Gladys’ arrival, Art, Olga and the baby 
moved to Olga’s childhood home and lived with 
the Mattilas. Money was scarce, and it became 
necessary for Olga and Art to go out working. 
‘They went to Barons, Alberta, where Art worked 
as harvest help and Olga cooked for the 











harvesting crew. They left baby Gladys with her 
grandparents, and such good babysitters the 
Mattilas were! They adored their little grand- 
daughter. 

Waino was very fond of hunting and fishing. 
Not only did he enjoy the sport, but the game and 
fish he brought home were an'important part of 
his family's diet. In summer he would fish for 
pike in Wood Lake. In the fall, when the big game 
Season opened, he would head out into the west 
country in search of moose or deer. 

In November 1932, Waino, along with Ed Aho, 
Alho Stopsen, Henry Lingren, Adam Eskelin and 
Art Mottus, went on a big game hunting trip. 
‘They loaded two horse-drawn sleighs with 
enough provisions and horse feed to last for 
many days. They drove to their favorite hunting 
area, about 35 miles southwest of Rocky Moun- 
tain House, a gruelling 60 miles from home. The 
hunting area, known locally as Camp Three, was 
densely wooded and quite isolated, but game was 
abundant, and a good hunter was usually certain 
of having a successful hunt. 

‘The hunters reached the Camp Three area 
and pitched their tent, and made all necessary 
preparations for a lengthy stay. The next morn- 
ing they were ready for the hunt! There had 
been a light snowfall — very conducive to good 
hunting. Waino and Ed Aho preferred hunting 
alone, so they started off first, in different direc- 
tions. The remaining four hunters went off in 
pairs in other directions. The plan was for all to 
return to camp before nightfall. 

The day was fairly warm for November, and 
some of the snow was melting under the bright 
sunshine, The hunters were having a good day. 
In the evening they returned to camp — all but 
‘one! Waino Mattila didn’t come back! Darkness 
was beginning to fall, and the hunters realized 
that something had gone wrong. They shouted, 
Ustened, then shouted again and again. Not a 
sound broke the stillness of the forest’s winter 
evening in reply. They then fired signal shots 
from their rifles. As the echoes of their shots died 
away ‘hey listened anxiously for answering 
shots, but not a sound did they hear. Again and 
again they fired signal shots, right up until mid 
night, but to no avail. It was very dark, and 
nothing more could be done until daylight. What 
an anxlous night for the five friends, huddled 
around their camp fire. How well they knew the 
difficulties of surviving in the cold wintry night 
with no shelter. Where could Waino be? There 
was very little sleep in the camp that night! 

Next morning, as soon as it was light, Art and 
Alho began the job of following Waino’s tracks. 
‘Enough snow had melted that they soon lost the 
tracks, and they had to search without that ad- 
vantage. All that day they searched through the 
forest, finding nothing! ‘The following day Art 
‘Motus went to Rocky Mountain House to notify 
the R.C.M.P. that Waino was missing. The con- 
stable advised the men to stay in their camp 
another week and keep looking. For seven days 
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they stayed and hunted. The moose were 
forgotten, They were hunting for a man, their 
missing friend, At the end of a week they sadly 
and reluctantly abandoned the search. 

In March of 1933, another group, Art Mottus, 
Rudolph Dahl and’ Alho Stopsen drove out to 
Camp Three to resume their search, but the 
snow was too deep to accomplish anything, so 
they returned to their homes. After the winter’s 
snow had melted Alho Stopsen, Wally Mottus, 
Art Motus and Hugo Mottus went once again to 
search for any trace of their missing friend, but 
‘once again the search was fruitless. 

In the fall of 1933, after the leaves had fallen 
from the trees, a search party was organized 
among friends and neighbors. Two trucks that 
took the searchers and supplies out belonged to 
the Talson and Thorkman families. The drivers 
were Matt Talson and Bill Thorkman. To get 
through the men had to practically carry the 
trucks — the roads were literally impassable in 
places. About 30 people were involved; three of 
them were women — Olga Motus, Lempi Hill 
and Mrs. Johnson. They were the cooks. ‘The 
searchers walked In a line through the area 
where they suspected Waino might be, and 
systematically combed the countryside. It was a 
trying ordeal. Two of the searchers sat down on a 
windfall for a short rest and a smoke. Suddenly 
one of the men spotted a rifle leaning against the 
windfall — Waino's rifle. And there on the 
ground were strewn human bones. Waino's 
remains had been found! 

Two of the search party went back to Rocky 
‘Mountain House to notify the police of thelr find, 
Dr. Greenaway and a police constable came 
back with them, to the scene. All the bones they 
could find were placed in a box and taken back, 
to be buried in the Gilby cemetery. 

‘More misfortune was to befall the family. In 
1937 Olga Mottus died of cancer in the University 
Hospital in Edmonton. Little Gladys was a vie- 
tim of cerebral palsy and could not walk without 
help, so her father, Art Mottus, took her to the 
Junior Red Cross Hospital in Calgary where she 
lived for many years, receiving her education 
and medical attention there. 

Mrs. Mattila and Lempi stayed on the 
homestead a few years after Olga’s death. Then 
they sold their home and moved to Eckville, 
where they lived for about a year. Mrs. Hilma 
Mattila suffered a stroke, and passed away. 
Lempi married John Vaara, and they lived in the 
Mattila house in Eckville, Lempl was not in good 
health — she had not been well for many years — 
and she, too, passed away in or about 1972. 

Today the only near relative of the Mattila 
family still living is Gladys (Mrs. John Staite), 
and she is a widow with two children and a 
grandchild. They all live in Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan. 








MEYERS, CONNIE 
I, Connie Robert, second son of John and 





Rosie Meyers was born and raised on the NW-27. 
39-4-W5 adjoining Withrow townsite on the east. I 
started school in September 1936 at Wolfe school. 
‘My older sister Isabelle (Mrs. Dave Bott) rode 
horseback the two and one haif miles to school. 
Dad bought our first pony, a little brown blaze- 
face mare, from some native people who were 
passing by. After some horse dickering the price 
agreed on was $10. She ably did her job most of 
the winter until she became sick. Dad, being a 
horseman and somewhat of a self taught 
veterinarian, could see no reason for her failing 
health. However he knew when he bought her 
that something was wrong with one hip. Then one 
day Jack Ross, a young fellow from the Bluebell 
district, was at our place and saw the little mare, 
He recognized the problem as similar to a 
neighbor's horse who had been shot with a 22 ri- 
fle. Soon after she died an autopsy found a small 
slug lodged in the hip which had caused her 
death. Several horses followed, with two even- 
tually being used when my two younger brothers 
were both in school. I often wonder how we es- 
caped serious injury as we only knew one speed 
— as fast as the horse could run, Tee and mud 
tade no difference. Spilis were part of going to 
school. 

Christine Munro, who later married Scott 
Murphy of the Diamond Valley district was my 
first teacher, staying at Wolfe school for three 
years. I think she should have been a drama 
teacher because she surely worked hard to put 
on a Christmas concert. We always had a packed 
house. She somehow raised enough money to buy 
each girl and boy a 25( to 50¢ gift and a bag of 
candy and nuts, when money was a scarce com 
modity in our district. 

T guess every boy including myself learned 
the game of grab at Wolfe. The older boys put 
thelr goodies such as jack knives, marbles and so 
on in a pile. The victim was blindfolded and told 
anything he could grab was his. We were all 
eager but somehow all the goodies disappeared 
and all you ever got hold of was some fresh horse 
manure. 

finished Grade 9 at Wolfe in June 1944 and 
started riding horseback five miles to Leslieville 
to take Grade 10. Soon after school started, 
threshing started paying $8 a day for a man and 
team, hauling bundles which looked pretty good. 
So ended my school days. The next few years I 
helped on the farm in the summer. I guess the 
highlight of those summers was playing softball 
with the Withrow “Hep Cats” in the Lochearn 
League. We never won the cup but we sure had 
some good times, 

We always spent a couple of weeks big game 
hunting out around Jackfish Coulee and then the 
rest of the winters we worked in the lumber 
camps around Rocky Mountain House. 

In the fall of 1945 when I was 15 years old, my 
future brother-in-law Gordon Gibson, (who'was 
pastoring Withrow Gospel Mission), and 1, 
started contract stooking. We charged $1 per 
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acre. We worked hard and stooked 500 or 600 
acres. One day we got into a 40 acre field of Ollt 
barley. It was a good crop but nice stoking. By 6 
p.m. we were finished. The lady of the house 
where we worked that day sure didn’t think it 
was right for me to make $20 in one day and still 
be on the Family Allowance Plan, 

The summer of 1949 Joyce, Gordon's sister ar- 
rived in the Withrow district. Joyce, the fourth 
daughter of Donald and Dorothy Gibson was 
born on a farm in Saskatchewan. The family 
moved to Moose Jaw where her mother passed 
away in 1937. Work was scarce in Moose Jaw so 
Mr. Gibson went to Vancouver, B.C. to work in 
the’shipyards in 1941, As soon as housing could be 
found, the rest of the famlly followed. 

Joyce came to Alberta intending to attend Bi. 
ble school, not realizing the nearest Bible college 
was 40 mites from where her brother and family 
lived. Without funds, it was not possible. 

Tam not sure if she was first attracted to me 
or my little red Model A Ford truck. Anyway we 
started a courtship through the hardest winter, 
1949-50, that I've seen. It was 60° below zero in 
Leslieville quite a few mornings and 40° below 
for days on end. With one person on the crank 
and one on the starter, that old Ford would 
always start. 

Joyce and I were married July 6th, 1950 and 
soon after, started pioneering on the Ni4-11-40-4- 
WS, the west end of Wood Lake. We had the down 
payment on 320 acres of poplar trees, an Allis 
Chalmer 20-35 tractor, a good young team of 
horses from dad and about 20 head of beet cattle 
We cut a trail about 200 feet and started building 
a house. We had cut and sawed 16,000 feet of 
lumber down by Wood Lake in the spring before 
we were married so the framing and sheeting we 
had. We went to the Atlas Lumber Co. in Eckville 
for the rest. I can still see the look on Ted Han- 
son’s face (manager) when Joyce and I told him 
we were building a house. I guess he could see 
sales of $1000. However the total bill for the 20" x 
24° house was under $600. This included cement 
for a surface foundation, cedar shingles, 200 Ibs. 
of nails, plus shingle nails and finishing nails, tar 
paper, building paper, two doors, one with a win- 
dow, eight double windows, door jams, window 
casings and even a new hammer. We moved in 
just before Christmas, 1950. 

Our only source of income that first winter 
was selling firewood delivered to Eckville. We 
received $5 or $6 for a wagon box of dry split 
wood. Mr. Jackson of the Eckville Bakery was 
our best customer, with the hospital a close sec- 
ond. I recall taking a load one cold snowy day 
and as quite a few people sold wood, the bakery 
and hospital were filled up. I drove around town 
till about 4:30 p.m. and was afraid I'd have to 
take it back home. Someone told me to try Mr. 
Gust Mottus whieh T did. He said he didn’t really 
need the wood but when I told him he could have 
It for $4 he sald “okay”’. I could unload and he 
would see about some coffee. When I had 

















finished we tied up the team to have coffee. Mrs. 
Mottus had garlic sausage, pickled herring, 
cheese and rolls, all luxuries to Joyce and me. 
‘Then he gave me a cheque for $4 plus two $1 bills 
for the wood because he said he always paid $6 
for wood, a real gentleman! 

Our farming career was short as we soon 
found we just couldn't raise enough money to 
clear land and live, especially with the depressed 
cattle price of the fifties, and borrowing money 
wasn’t as easy then as now. After cutting logs the 
winter of 1951-52 on Chambers Creek for William 
Brierley (we lived in a log cabin with a sod roof 
that winter), Joyce and I and our first child, 
Robert, moved to Ma-Me-O-Beach where I was a 
green roughneck on Commonwealth Rig 2. Five 
weeks later I was a green derrickman, a position 
Theld for the next three and one half years, work: 
ing in various parts of Alberta. It seemed we 
were always moving and as we were renting, we 
travelled pretty light. 

In March, 1955 we racked Rig 2, west of 
Grand Prairie and most of the crew moved to 
Sundre to rig up Commonwealth No. 26, a brand 
new rig. We stayed there for two and a half 
years, working for Home Oil Co. I was set up to 
Griller in the spring of 1956 and we bought a 8 x 
28" new two-bedroom trailer. We really thought 
we had it made. 

Robert (Bobby as we call him) started school 
in Sundre then just as he started Grade 2 in 1957 
we moved to Pincher Creek for nearly two years, 
Then back west of Calgary to Bragg Creek. Rigs 
are not a bad life but are hard for school age 
children, As our second son Rodney was about to 
start school we started thinking of our farm 
again. 

In the fall of 1959 Joyce and our family of two 
boys and two girls moved here to the farm and I 
stayed on at Bragg Creek till the following 
spring, when we purchased Dad and Mom's 
home quarter section. 

We started into a mixed farming operation 
based on dairy and beef. As any farming opera- 
tion takes a lot of money to get started, the first 
three or four winters, I still worked on the rigs 
and the farm chores pretty well fell on Joyce's 
shoulders with our two boys helping outside and 
Darlene doing her share of housework and 
babysitting. 

As we were dairying, our children were anx. 
ious to be involved in the Medicine Valley 4-H 
Dairy Club, under the leadership of Mr. Abe 
Schofer. After the first Achievement day at 
Omar Jodoin’s farm our family including Mom 
and Dad, had learned quite a lot about showing 
cattle, The lower end of most classes had a 
Meyers. Janice, who was three or four years old, 
just had to have a calf to show in the Pee Wee 
class. As we were fresh out of heifer calves, her 
brothers helped her train a little Guernsey bull. 
‘The judge lined up the calves starting with the 
lowest so Janice, having a bull in a heifer calf 
competition was naturally the first one called in 











line, Each child received a white ribbon with 
first, second and third receiving red, blue and 
green ribbons as well as $1. Being first called in 
line, getting a ribbon and a dollar, she was sure 
that she had won. 

‘Mrs. Ruth Pattison led the club for several 
years during which time the membership 
‘changed from the Medicine Valley area to the 
Leslieville, Withrow and Condor area. The club 
was renamed the Leslieville 4-H Dairy Club. Our 
children have many trophies they won with our 
cattle as well as 4H public speaking, show- 
manship, grooming and training. Several 
animals were shown at the provincial 4-H show 
at the Red Deer Fair, but none ever made the 
“top ten! 

‘After 27 years we now have most of the 
original halt section as well as the SW quarter of 
the same section under cultivation. Oastrom 
Bros. have done most of the brushing, starting in 
1951 with a D4 cat and cutter at $7.50 per hour. 
We did a lot of our own breaking, first with the 
old Allis Chalmers and later with a model D John 
Deere. We even piled 30 acres with that old D. 
‘The last few years Dave Airey has disked our 
new land. Our family still think they should pick 
roots on the 24th of May long weekend. We 
presently farm one section of land. We raise hay 
and grain with a strict crop rotation, run 60 cows 
and feed out our calves. 

Our Family: Meyers. 

Robert Donald was born November, 1950, 
Bob, along with his wife Laurene (a Vulean girl) 
and their 19 month old daughter Chantel, live in 
Calgary. Bob is a third year apprentice heavy 
duty mechanic for the city, Bob and Laurene are 
active in Ambassdor Baptist Church having both 
graduated from Berean Bible College. 

Rodney John was born in April 1953. Rodney, 
having an enquiring mind, enjoyed school and 
achieved good marks. He won the Governor 
General Award for highest marks in the Rocky 
School Division in Grade 9. He graduated with 
honors from David Thompson High School win- 
ning the Wm. Lougheed Memorial Award for 
highest marks in math. Rod spent one year at 
Red Deer College studying bio-chemistry but 
preferred to return to the farm. Rod and Elva 
Reiman, a Condor girl he met ‘in high school, 
were married in August, 1972. With their two 
children, David John and Dawn Marie, they live 
ina mobile home on our home farm. They bought 
our dairy operation and Rod works in the 
grocery department of the Eckville Co-op. 

Darlene Joyce was born October 1954. 
Darlene is single and lives in Calgary. She 
attended Berean Bible College one year and has 
been employed with the Royal Bank for the past 
three years. Darlene does ceramics and sewing 
for hobbies — won't miss a football game, and 
she down-hill ski’s in the winter. 

Janice Faye was born in Calgary in 1959. 
Janice graduated from David Thompson High 
last June. She lives at home and is employed at 














the Imperial Bank of Commerce in Eckville, 
Janice doesn't have any specific hobby. She en 
joys babysitting her nephew and niece. 

‘Wendy Lynn was born September 1963. She is 
our only child born after we moved back to the 
farm. She attends school at David Thompson 
where she is in Grade 9. Wendy enjoys most 
sports and {s involved with Pioneer Girls and 
Young People’s groups at the Leslieville church, 


MEYERS, CONNIE FAMILY (Containing part 
of the Withrow Story) — by Johnnie Stewart and 
Faye Hoglund 

In 1985 the Connie Meyers family and Con- 
nie’s brother Slim and his family arrived in the 
Withrow district from Manyberries, Alberta. 
Connie's family consisted of Connie, his wife 
Christina, daughters Johnnie 11 and Faye 13 and 
sons Ray, nine, and Leslie, two, Slim's family in 
cluded Siim, his wife Lil, son Wallace 11 and 
daughter Dorothy, nine. They all arrived in two 
cars except for Connie who came by train on a 
flatcar with the livestock and machinery. Each 
family had only about $250 with which they 
planned to locate in the Eckville district. On ar- 
riving, Connie’s family went to John Meyers’ 
home, and Slim’s went to Meta and Rudolph 
Dahl's. Later the two families moved to the Bill 
Dirsten house where they lived until the spring of 
1936. Times were tough. The women and older 
children would trap rabbits to earn extra money 
for groceries. They would load the rabbits on the 
front bobs of a sleigh. The women would climb on 
top and drive to Eckville to sell the rabbits to 
Leavesly’s Mink Farm. Bush rabbits brought 3¢ 
each, jack rabbits brought 5é. Lil says, “We had 
‘a competition that first winter between the men 
and the women; when it came to shooting rabbits 
the women proved the better hunters but we 
were all gonerally pleased with the extra money 
it gave us and we managed through that winter 
even though there was a lot of snow.” 

In the fall of 1935 the Alberta Wheat Pool 
elevator was built at Withrow. Because of this 
elevator, the brothers were encouraged by the 
neighbors to start a town. Connie, having past 
experience in blacksmith and garage businesses, 
Lil says, they decided to see Ray Evans about 
some land, as Withrow siding and C.N.R. station 
was on his land. In the spring of 1936 hammers 
could be heard starting the building of the town. 
Oscar Mottus and Art Dahl were chief 
carpenters. To get lumber for the buildings, they 
traded most of the cattle and sold the horses they 
had to buy the materials they needed. A granary 
was moved from Rudolph Dahl's farm to use as a 
cookhouse. Lil would go there in the morning to 
cook for the men as they continued building. 
Christie would stay home and get the five school 
age children off to Blueberry Valley School. 
She'd have supper ready for everyone when they 
returned home. The first building to go up was 
Slim's home, ‘then followed by the Meyers 
Brothers’ Blacksmith Shop and Garage. Lil and 
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Connie had applied for the Post Office, and as 
work began on Connle’s house, the application 
was approved, so work began on the Post Office 
too. Lil became Postmistress. When the train 
whistle blew, Connie could be seen racing from 
the blacksmith shop down to cross the tracks 
before the train arrived to pick up the mail bags 
off the landing on the other side of the tracks. 
When the shells of the houses were completed, 
the families moved in. The cookhouse — granary 
became the store run by Meta and Rudolph Dahl. 
‘They built living quarters on to the back of the 
store. 

‘The first elevator agent was Stewart 
Dodsworth. Because Withrow was a single man’s 
point, Stewart was later transferred to 
Leslieville when he married Marnie in the 
spring. Then Jack Bell of Leslieville became the 
new agent and took his meals at Connie and 
Christie’s home. 

Interest was added to the town with the com- 
ing of the revival meetings held by Rev. 
Hefflefinger of the United States and soon a 
church was planned. 

More homes and businesses were added in the 
next few years — a sawmill by Bill Dirsten, the 
Withrow Mission and manse. Walter Hoglund 
and Alf Clark bought the store from the Dahls 
who went back to their farm. In the summer of 
1938 Jack Bell married and left the elevator and 
Elmer Stewart became the new agent. Elmer 
boarded at Connie’s home. 

All year round the community had some 
social Iife going on. In winter skating parties 
were held on the Horseguard River and a lot of 
time was spent sledding on homemade sleds 
behind Elmer's Model A. In the summer time 
games and picnics were held. The ball team was 
known as the “Withrow Hep Cats”. They wore 
black sweaters with orange letters. A rifle club 
was organized. It was affiliated with the Cana- 
dian Rifle Association and even had two lady 
members — Faye Meyers and Ruth Pattison, 
‘That club led to turkey shoots and chocolate box 
shoots. Sometimes several carloads of people 
would start out at dawn on the dirt roads to 
Nordegg for a day of plenicking; it was usually 
dark by the time they returned! ‘The annual pic- 
nic usually included a dance. The dance was held 
in various places such as Alex Motus’ barn, 
Gilby Hall and Fred Takkinen's barn. House par: 
ties were held in various homes. 

Lil tells of the group of women called the 
“Busy Bees Club”. They held monthly meetings 
at the different homes of the ladies; they planned 
picnics, had quilting bees and raifled off their 
homemade quilts. Members were Lil Meyer: 
(president), Johnnie Stewart, (secreta 
Salme Mottus, (treasurer), Meta Dahl, Hilda 
Rein, Ella Dahl, Olga Mottus, Emma Torningas, 
Mrs. MeNeill, Mrs. B. French, Mrs. Bll Lowry, 
Hilja Sjoblom, Marie Meyers, Myrtle Raabis, 
Hilda Stopsen and others but memory fails. 

Next, Art and Myrtle Raabis arrived to take 











over the store. They moved into a house built by 
Bert Cooper. A sauna bath was built and was en- 

joyed by everyone, usually on a Saturday night. 
‘Next to the sauna was an ice house which was a 
necessity to the store for refrigeration purposes. 

Much time was spent in the winter time sawing 
blocks of ice from the river and hauling them by 
sled to the ice house. They were stored in saw- 
dust so they would have a supply for the summer 
months. 

‘The time period of 1938-1941 saw Withrow with 
its peak population. Ted Ensign built a small 
house there and was appointed as “Mayor of 
Withrow’, He brought the population up to 21 
people. 

The C.N.R. put in livestock pens and the 
Meyers brothers and Elmer Stewart were all 
buyers at one time or another. Charlie Bott 
trucked the livestock to Withrow for the farmers. 
He also built a bulk service station south of the 
blacksmith shop. On one trucking trip when he 
had Les, who was about four years old, with him, 
Charlie rolled his truck over. Charlie and Les 
got out unhurt but the truck burned. 

‘Time brought changes. Faye married Walter 
Hoglund on December 11, 1941 and they moved to 
his farm near Eckville, Johnnie married Elmer 
Stewart on July 3, 1942. Elmer was transferred to 
Leslieville elevator. In September he was called 
into the army and enlisted Into active service — 
(Reg. No. M38469-Gnr. Stewart E.A.). He went 
overseas in November of 1942 and returned in 
January of 1944. Johnnie stayed with her folks 
and when Elmer returned in January they took 
over the store from Art Raabis. They built 
themselves a home on their acreage. Their son 
Jerry was born in 1945. Eventually the Post Of- 
fice was moved into the store. 

Connie enlisted in the army and because he 
was stationed at Red Deer, Christie and Les 
moved to Red Deer for a time too. For health 
reasons Connie received a medical discharge 
and they returned to Withrow. Then Connie 
became grain buyer as well as doing blacksmith 
work. Misfortune struck when Christie died in 
October of 1946 at the age of 43. 

Ray worked at various jobs before buying a 
farm north of Withrow, which he later sold. He 
married Phyllis Greenman in November, 1946. 
‘Their son Stanley was born in 1947 and they left 
Withrow to start farming north of Eckville. 

About a year after Christie’s death, Slim and 
Lil moved to Alhambra, where Slim became the 
elevator agent or grain buyer. 

Elmer was concerned as others in the area 
were about the distance the children walked to 
school; besides, his little son Jerry was almost 
school’ age! Elmer, assisted by other parents 
went through the necessary procedures to get a 
school district formed at Withrow in 1950. Elmer 
and Ruth Pattison went to see Sigurd Sande, the 
Divisional Trustee, and he told them if they could 
find a teacher, (they seemed to be scarce at the 
time), he would arrange to have the old 
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Campbell School moved to Withrow and he was 
true to his word! They had contacted Wendell 
Phillips, a returned missionary from China, and 
he became the first teacher. Elmer very 
generously donated the land on which to put the 
school and also built and donated the necessary 
outhouses for it. The Department listed the 
school as “Blueberry Valley No. 2”, but it was 
called Withrow School and served the purpose 
well until the schools were consolidated and the 
children were bussed into Leslieville, 

Johnnie and Elmer moved to Wetaskiwin in 
1952 where Elmer worked as accountant for the 
Co-op; their house at Withrow was sold and 
moved to Condor. The Stewarts still live in 
Wetaskiwin, 

Connie continued to be grain buyer, and when 
Stewarts left, he became store manager and 
Postmaster as well; he had married Mrs. Marie 
‘MeMeekin in January, 1949 and she was able to 
help him with the business. 

‘Connie was an active member of the Masonic 
Lodge at Rocky Mountain House. He passed 
away suddenly while working at the Post Office 
on June 3rd, 1953. His passing left Withrow 
almost a ghost town. 

Ray and Phyllis still live at Eckville and their 
children are Stanley, Lavonne and Dale. 

Les lived at Eckville, first with Roy and 
Phyillis, then with Faye and Walt. Later he took 
up the auto body mechanic trade at Wetaskiwin 
He married Ethel Vipond in 1958. He operated 
the Eckville Auto Body Shop from 1962 till 1965. 
They now live in Edmonton with their three 
children, Darey, Kathy and Christine. 

Faye and Walter now live at Summerland, 
BC. 











EDWARD JOHN MEYERS FAMILY — by Mrs. 
Meyers 

‘Edward John Meyers, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Meyers, was born at Manyberries, Alberta. 
In 1925, at the age of six years, he came to the 
Withrow district with his parents, and here he 
attended the Wolfe School. 

In 1943 Edward was married to Marie 
Lingren, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Lingren ‘of the Eckville area. They farmed on 
N.E. 4-40-4-W5 for thirty years. In 1973 they sold 
thelr farm to Earl Loyeck of Rimbey, and moved 
to a home which they bought in Eckville. Ed is 
now doing carpenter work. Marie has been 
employed at the Eckville Hospital in the 
housekeeping department. They have two 
children, Richard and Patricia, both of whom 
attended school at the Leslieville and David 
‘Thompson Schools. 

Richard, better known as “Dick”, married 
Patricia Frid in 1975. They have ‘one son, 
Dwayne. They make their home on a farm east 
of Benaito. Besides carrying on the farming 
work Dick does carpenter work. Patricia is 
employed at the Imperial Bank of Commerce in 
Eekville. 





Patricia Marie married Frank Harriman in 
1971. They make their home in Calgary. Their 
two children are a boy, Terence, and a girl, 
Cheryl. Frank is an electrician by trade. 


JOHN C. MEYERS FAMILY — by Edward 
Meyers 
John C. Meyers was born in 1895 at Peirz, 
‘Minnesota, U.S.A. In 1911 he moved to Alberta to 
homestead in the Manyberries district. 

Rose Seefried came with her mother and 
family from Leava, South Russia, in 1911 to 
Medicine Hat, Alberta, In 1918 Jotin and Rose 
were married, 

In 1925 Mr. and Mrs. John Meyers and the two 
eldest children moved to the Withrow district 
and bought the N.W. 27-39-4-W5, where he 
farmed until 1963. Three more children were 
born after they moved to the Withrow district, 

In 1963 Mr. and Mrs. Meyers sold their farm 
to their second eldest son. They then bullt 
another home on the farm where Rose still 
resides. 

John Meyers passed away in 1966, He was a 
friend to all, never too busy to talk to people or 
help others in need. Five children were born to 
John and Rose. 

Edward, the eldest, married Marie Lingren. 
‘They farmed in the Withrow district for thirty 
years. In 1973 they sold their farm and moved to 
Eckville where Edward is doing carpenter work. 
They have two children, Richard and Patricia. 

Isabelle married Dave Bott, and they live on 
an acreage north of Lacombe. Their four chil- 
dren are Terry, Linda, Dwayne, and Dixie. 

Connie married Joyce Gibson, They have tive 
children, and live on the farm. The children are 
Robert, Rodney, Darlene, Janice, and Wendy. 

Harry is married to Betty Dirsten and they 
live at Valfey View. Harry works as a mechanic 
maintenance man in a gas plant there. Their four 
children are Barry, Dale, Keith and Timothy. 

John Jr. (Jack) was married to Debbie 
Biswanger and they have two children, Charlene 
and Lorrel. Jack worked for the Youth for Christ 
organization and was well liked by the young 
people whom he served. He passed away In 
‘March of 1973. 








MOTTUS, ALBERT 

Albert Motus remained on the farm, keeping 
up a home for his brothers and sisters. Then in 
December 1942 he married Miss Victoria Johan- 
son from the Boyle district east of Eckville and 
they farmed for another year. A son Barry was 
born in December 1943. Albert enlisted in the 
army in 1944 and served 19 months. After his dis- 
charge from the army, the time had come to 
build a new life for the future. In 1946 after much 
land searching he purchased the Ted Ensign 
farm at Leslieville, where he and his family are 
still farming. In 1948 son, Brian, was born in Oc- 
tober and in April 1960 another son, Kenneth was 
born, 
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Albert was chairman of the Agriculture Ser- 
vice Board for I.D. 10 for nine years before 
resigning. He was hog buyer at Leslieville for the 
Eckville Livestock Co-op for 17 years until the 
Leslieville hog station closed, and is now hog 
assembler in Eckville for the Eckville Livestock 
Co-op. He also drove the school bus for 11 years 
and was captain of the Brucellosis calf program 
in Leslieville district for many years. 

Barry graduated from David Thompson High 
School and also from S.A.I.T. in Calgary and is 
now a manager of a Totem Lumber Company in 
Calgary. He married Miss Helene Cote of St. 
Paul in 1970. They reside at Bragg Creek and 
have two sons, Cameron and Spencer. 

Brian graduated from David Thompson High 
‘School, and took two weather courses, one at Ot- 
tawa and one at Toronto, He was upper air 
technician at several locations in the N,W.T. for 
seven years. Then he took another course af Ot- 
tawa to become a Pilot Briefer, working three 
years at YellowKnife airport. He married Miss 
‘Gwen MacLeod of Saskatoon in 1973. They have 
one son, Kevin, and a daughter, Reanne, They 
live at Airdrie and he works at the Calgary Air- 
port as a weather forcaster. 

Ken is still at home and will graduate from 
David ‘Thompson High School in 1978, 





MOTTUS, CHARLES HENRY — by Salme Mot- 
tus 

Charles Henry Mottus was born in 1942 to 
Arthur and Salme Mottus. He took his public 
Schooling at the Wolfe School and his high school 
work at the Eckville High School. Following this, 
education, he took a course at the Technical 
School in Calgary. 

After completing his education Charles 
started farming in partnership with his father. 
When Mr. and Mrs. Alexis Demoulin moved off 
their farm, which was the former Nestor Lind- 
quist homestead, Charlie bought their farm. 

In 1964 he married Madeline Werner. They 
have three children, Russell, Randy and Rhon- 
da, 


MOTTUS, OSCAR — by Meta Dahl 

Oscar Mottus came form Vurro, Estonia with 
his wife Juul and two daughters, Meta and Ella, 
‘They arrived at his brother Hugo's homestead 
near Gilby on May 16, 1914. Two days later a 
third child was born, another girl, which they 
named Adele. 

In 1916 Oscar filed on his own homestead, NW 
2-2-41-W5. He worked hard, clearing the land by 
hand, with his wife at his side. Along with the 
land clearing he constructed log buildings, and 
thus proved up on his homestead. 

Five more children were born on the 
homestead—Albert, Hilda, Elmer, Louise and 
Robert. 

In partnership with his two brothers, Oscar 
purchased a threshing outfit and travelled 
around the country at threshing time threshing 































the grain for many of his neighbors. Together 
with his brother Arthur, he built the Wolfe 
School, finishing it in November, 1922, Sixteen 
pupils were enrolled in Grades 1 to 6, in one room. 
‘The first teacher was Mrs. Wigmore. 

Oscar lost his wife Juult in 1925 through child. 
birth, Meta, then only 15 years old, took over the 
job of raising a family of eight children. This was 
not easy, as the baby was just born and another 
child was only 18 months old. Water had to be 
carried and the clothes washed daily on a 
washboard. All the cooking, including the baking 
of bread, was done on a wood stove. Board floors 
were scrubbed white with a stiff brush and lye 
soap. With the father away from home for days 
at a time, everyone had to pitch in and share the 
responsibility. 

Tn 1935 Oscar married Annie Dahl and they 
moved to Eckville where they lived until her 
passing in 1965. He retired to Westview Lodge in 
Rocky Mountain House and later to the Rimbey 
nursing home where he passed away in 1976 at 
the age of 89 years. 





‘Oscar Mottus Family and Friends. Front row: 1. to r Oscar, 
Albers Arthur Dabl, Matt Tulsku, Robert Dahl, Roy Randall 
‘Back row: Mother Annie Dahl, Ell, Meta, Adee, and Hild, 1933. 


Adele Mottus married William Herbert from 
Vancouver, B.C. They have four 
children—Beverly, Marlene, Marvin and Doris. 
The children are all married and are living in 
Nanaimo, B.C. 

Louise Elizabeth Mottus married John Swan- 
son of Mission, B.C. Their three sons are Robert, 
Daniel and David, all married and all living in 
‘Mission, B.C. Louise passed away in 1954 at the 
age of 36 years. 


MOTTUS, MR. AND MRS. JOHAN — (Written 
by Esther M. Motus) 

Johan Motus was born in 1861 in Vurro, 
Estonia, His wife, Lena, was born in 1865. After 








their marriage, they set up housekeeping and 
raised eight sons. Their occupation was farming. 
‘Three of thelr sons emigrated to Canada: Hugo 
in 1910, Alexander in 1912, and Oscar, with fami- 
ly, in 1914. They all settled around Gabriel Lake 
(Wood Lake, as it is commonly known) in the 
Gilby district north of Eckville. 

War broke out in Europe in 1914 and brought 
anxious times to Estonia. It appeared that all of 
Europe was destined to become embroiled in the 
conflict. Mr. and Mrs. Motus determined to get 
out of that hot spot that was Europe, and go 
across the ocean to Canada to join their sons 
Hugo, Alexander and Oscar. There were many 
arrangements to be made. Johan believed it 
would be better to have goid and silver money 
rather than paper, so he exchanged most of his 
paper money for gold and silver. They hired a 
tallor and a shoemaker to come to their home to 
make warm clothes for the entire family — 
heavy overcoats, fur caps and heavy leather 
shoes. They had heard from their older sons that 
Canada was a cold place — down to 60 degrees 
below zero! It never got that cold in Estonia. 

In March 1916 they were ready to leave. 
‘There was no passenger service for travellers in 
those war years, and they knew facilities on thelr 
journey would be very limited, so they decided to 
bring food with them. They had pails of honey 
and butter, and they packed rye bread and home- 
cured pork for the trip. Each person carried a 
pail or a package of food. 

‘Their son, August, decided to stay in 
Estonia, but the parents and thelr sons Ludwig 
(20), John (16), Arthur (10) and Waldemar (8) 
left on March 26, At that time, they could hear 
cannon fire from the battle front, the ground 
shook, and at night the sky was lit up with ar- 
tillery flashes. The war was too close to their 
home for comiort! 

‘They did not take the customary route to 
Canada, across the Atlantic Ocean. That was 
much too dangerous — even impossible. The 
Atlantic was mined, frequented by battleships 
and submarines. They decided to take the only 
other route open to them, across Russia, Siberia, 
‘Japan and the Pacific Ocean. 

‘They were able to board a troop train carry- 
ing wounded soldiers home from the battle front. 
‘The reason they could take that train was that 
the father bribed the conductor with a few gold 
pleces. Others who tried to board that train, 
without the benefit of gold pieces were ruthlessly 
booted off. 

‘That train trip was far from comfortable, 
and it was down right unsanitary, for the train 
was crowded and the stops were few. Whenever 
there was a short stop, someone would get off 
‘and buy some hot water for tea. In Manchuria 
they bought horse milk. It was good! They were 
lucky to have had the foresight to bring food, or 
they would have been very hungry. It took iwo 
weeks by train to reach Vladivostok, — then on to 
Japan by boat. They waited five days in 

















Yokohama for a Japanese freighter which was to 
carry them across the Pacific. 

‘The Japanese freighter, the Ava Maru, was 
far from luxurious! The passengers were 
crowded into a large room where they stayed for 
the entire voyage. The room had a double row of 
bunks along all four walls. The only bedding 
provided was one grass mat for each bunk. 
‘There was a dining-room which had two long 
tables — one for the Orientals and one for the 
whites. Several Jews shared the table with other 
white people. Whenever pork was served the 
Jews wouldn't eat any of it, so there was that 
much more for the others. Happy day! It wasn’t 
often they had all they wanted to eat. 

‘The ocean voyage took sixteen days. When 
the passengers disembarked in Seattle, they 
were interned for two days to clear immigration. 
‘The men and boys were alll taken to one confined 
area, and the mother, Lena, was taken to the 
women’s quarters, She was terrified! Separated 
from her family, not understanding a word that 
was spoken, and not knowing what was happen- 
ing was the worst experience she endured on the 
entire journey 

After two long days of anguish the family 
were reunited and boarded a ship bound for Van- 
couver. That ship was beautiful — sheer luxury 
after their recent experiences. Somewhere along 
the way the whole family got infested with lice, 
and there was nothing they could do about it but 
scratch. From Vancouver to Red Deer they 
travelled by train. As they passed through the 
Rockies, and saw snow everywhere, they would 
have turned back if it had been possible. Their 
dismay at seeing snow in May was short lived, 
‘When they reached the prairies they found it was 
really spring. Their heavy clothes were much too 
warm, 

‘Alexander Mottus was working in Red Deer 
in a saw mill and when his parents and brothers 
arrived there, they had a happy reunion. From 
Red Deer the Mottus family went on to Eckville 
by train. John Kemila (Sr.) had a horse-drawn 
covered democrat, and he drove them to Gilby, 
to the home of an uncle, John Tener. It was May 
24, 1916. The grain fields were nice and green, 
‘The ordeal of two months of travel were finally 
over. 

‘The first thing Lena Mottus requested at 
the home of Uncle John Teener was “Please heat 
up the sauna bath — we're lousy!”” A good hot 
steam bath and a change of clothes put an end to 
the “‘cooties”” and good riddance! 

Johan and Lena Mottus bought a quarter of 
land, the same land later occupied by the Alho 
Stopson family, on the south shore of Wood Lake. 
‘The cost of the land was $1280.00. Neighbors were 
kind to the newcomers. Mart Sestrap gave them 
a sack of barley and some rye flour. The 
‘Matthews family gave them some chickens, and 
Uncle Tener gave them a horse and a pregnant 
sow. From there on, they were on their own. 

‘Their first crop, oats, yielded 280 bushels, In 
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1018 tragedy struck. Johan Mottus died, and the 
family had to carry on by themselves. Lena, the 
mother, lived until 1930, when she, too, passed 
away. Johan and Lena were both laid to rest in 
the Gilby cemetery. 


NEAL, CHAS. 
Charles and Ruth Neal and their four children 
moved to the Eckville area from Lake Lillian, 
Minnesota in the summer of 1972, after purchas- 
ing three quarters of land (SE 16-40-4.W5, home 
site; and NE 10-40-4-W5; and SE 15-40-4-W5). 

‘The Neals had previously lived in various 
parts of the United States. Charles was born in 
‘Martinsville, Indiana and has two sisters, He 
spent four years in the U.S, Coast Guard during 
World War II; attended Indiana University and 
the University of Wisconsin where he and Ruth 
Marcy met and were married in 1953. 

Ruth, the youngest of eight children, was born 
in Newton Upper Falls, Massachusetts; attended 
the Massachusetts School of Art; taught art two 
years in Concord, New Hampshire; worked as a 
‘commercial artist and in mechanical drafting 
and reproduction lettering. Prior to this, she 
worked as a chocolate dipper for a small candy 
store chain and later in her sister's candy 
business. 

‘The Neal's first child, Janice, was born in 1954 
in Madison, Wisconsin. Jan is now attending the 
University of Calgary majoring in Elementary 
Education. 

Radford was born in 1956 in Camden, New 
Jersey where Charles was working for the 
Campbell Soup Co. Rad is now taking graduate 
work at the University of Calgary, majoring in 
Computer Science. 

A. son, Hubert, was born in Minneapolis, 
‘Minnesota in 1958 where Charles worked for The 
Pillsbury Co., but, sadly, due to a heart defect, 
Hubert died in 1960, 

‘Wesley was born also in Minneapolis in 1963, 
Douglas was born in Willmar, Minnesota in 1964 
after the Neals had moved fo thelr farm near 
Lake Lillian, Minnesota. 

‘The Lake Lillian farm was located on the 
prairie of western Minnesota. Corn and soybeans 
were the main crops for this area, along with cat- 
le and hogs. Because of the Neal's interest in a 
different type of farming, a dissatisfaction with 
the increasing cost of land taxes, a desire for a 
more scenic farmstead, coupled with a spirit of 
adventure, they made the decision in 1971 to 
move to Alberta. Also, the strong winds, threats 
of tornados, blizzards, hail, heavy rains and 
humid 100 ‘degree F. temperatures of Lake 
Lillian made them decide it wasn't the climate 
for them. 

Being half Canadian, herself, made it easy for 
Ruth to be receptive to the idea of moving to 
Canada. Ruth's mother was born in 1880 in the 
small lumbering settlement of Hastings, New 
Brunswick, near the Bay of Fundy. This’ home 
site is now’a part of Fundy National Park, 














Since moving, Ruth has not been troubled 
with the hay fever, asthma and bursitis that had 
bothered her both in Minnesota and 
‘Massachusetts. Living in the Eckville area has 
been all the Neals had hoped it would be. . . and 
more. The gorgeous scenery, the mountains, the 
clean, clear air, long summer days, wildlife, 
native fruits, friendly people and a less vigorous 
climate are some of the reasons the Neals are 
happy with their move. 








ELVIN OLIVER FAMILY — by Mrs. Edith 
Oliver 

After spending the summer of 1928 with my 
parents in Washington, I, Edith Lockard Oliver, 
accepted the position as teacher of the Wolfe 
School. I was informed by the secretary of the 
Wolfe S. D., Mr. Buckby, that I could reach my 
destination by going to Red Deer, then taking the 
train from there to Withrow. On'belng unable to 
locate Withrow on a map, I naturally expected 
that it was a small town, 

T traveled by train to Red Deer, where I 
boarded the train going west. As it was a mixed 
train it didn’t travel very fast. After being on the 
train for what seemed like hours, I finally asked 
the conductor if we were near Withrow yet, but 
he Informed me we weren't nearly there yet as 
we had gone through Sylvan Lake only a short 
time before. Thinking that the conductor had 
forgotten to tell me when we reached Withrow, I 
inquired several times. 

Finally, by evening the train came to a stop 
and I was informed that we were at Withrow. At 
that time there was only a platform. My luggage 
was unloaded, What a sensation when the train 
pulled out and I was left there in a strange coun 
try, surrounded by trees! I had lived all my life 
on the prairie, which was quite different. 

Finally I got a glimpse of a team and 
democrat coming down a winding road. What a 
relief to see someone! This was Mrs. Buckby, the 
secretary's wife, who had come to meet me. We 
loaded my luggage into the democrat and wound 
our way up the hill. Finally we came to a creek 
which we had to ford. Before we reached the 
other side one of my suitcases fell off into the 
water. We rescued it and continued on our way. I 
boarded with Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Buckby. 
‘Their family consisted of two children, Roy and 
Dorothy. 

‘The Wolfe school was about two and a half 
miles from Buckby's. Roy, Dorothy and I rode 
horseback to school. We had many experiences 
with the horses. One had a colt and as we had two 
or three gates to open on our way, the colt would 
stay behind. We often had to go back and chase it 
through the gate before we could continue. These 
were the trials we had in getting to a country 
School. There were about 13 children attending 
the Wolfe school at this time in grades one to 
nine. Many of the children walked to school 
through the bush, of which there was much at 
that time. The school was also used on Sunday 





for church services. I often rode horseback to 
Leslieville for the mail, a distance of about five 
miles. 

In July of 1931 I married Elvin Oliver, who 
originally came out west from Ontario and 
settled in the Pine View district. I was born at 
Cardston and moved to Fort Macleod at an early 
age where I remained until I went to teach the 
Rich Hill school, the year before going to 
Withrow. I then returned to Fort Macleod where 
I taught for three years before our marriage. 
Our family consists of Lorraine, Tim and 
Doreen. 

In the fall of 1947 we moved to Leslieville after 
spending 16 years on the farm, the last six years 
of which I taught school at Pine View. 

‘The first year I taught in Leslieville I had 42 
pupils, with grades one to six. It was a two-room 
School. Mr. Hugh Horn taught grades seven to 
nine, Later a small room was built for grade one, 
Miss Nelson being the first teacher. Finally a 
new six-room school was built and grade 12 was 
included. When the David Thompson school was 
built grades seven to 12 were bussed to it and 
grades one to six remained in Leslieville. Each 
teacher had but one grade. I taught grade four. 

Elvin worked for a construction company in 
northern Alberta for a few years. Later he 
managed the Imperial Oil bulk ‘station In 
Leslieville. He was also caretaker of the David 
‘Thompson and Leslieville schools. 

‘Our family were all married while we lived at 
Leslieville. Lorraine married Gilbert 
Holingsworth of Leedale in 1964 and they now 
e in the Rimbey district. Gilbert has been 
engaged In trucking and has hauled cattle and 
horses to many parts of the States, as far south 
as Texas. They have five children — Maurice, 
Marlene, Merlin, Maureen and Merletta. 

Doreen married Lee Hollingsworth in 1956, on 
her parents’ 25th wedding anniversary. Lee 
works for an oil company. They have four 
children — Monty, Darcy, Angela and Rodney. 
‘They now live in the Leslieville district. 

‘Tim married Louise Shatford of Claresholm 
in 1963. He is engaged in ranching. She taught 
school before and after her marriage. They have 
three children — Dale, Darlene and Darren. 
‘They live in the Caroline district. 

We lived in Leslieville for 20 years, moving 
from there to Bentley where we later retired. 

















PETERSON, MATT — by Elsie Anderson 
‘This is of necessity a very brief sketch of Matt 
Peterson's history. My dad was born in Finland 
at Tisalmi Oululani on November 15, 1881. He 
landed in Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A. in 1902 
I don't know the exact year that he and my 
mother were married. She was the widow of 
Peter Eskelin, She was born in Finland on March 
15, 1875, and passed away on August 30, 1918, 
Mother had five children by Peter Eskelin, 
Hilda, the eldest was born in April, 1902 and died 
on September 4, 1971. Ellen was born in May, 





1905, and died on November 11, 1976. Albert was 
born about 1906 and died about 1929, and Adam 
was born about 1910 and died about 1933. Peter 
was another of the sons, but I don’t know where 
he fits In, age wise. 

Idon’t know too much about the early years of 
the Petersons, but Elizabeth was born October 9, 
1912. She now lives in Sacramento, California, 
U.S.A, In 1930, she married a young Norwegian, 
Hans Stange, and they have two daughters, one 
of whom lives in Seattle, Washington, and the 
other in San Mateo, California, both in the United 
States. 

‘Arthur was born August 31, 1914. He married 
in England and passed away in April, 1963. 

1, Elsie, was born April 15, 1916. I was the 
youngest living, as there was a baby when 
mother passed’ away. The baby was a boy, 
August by name. Ido not recall much of the early 
years in Eckvilie, When I was five years old I 
‘went to live in the Bingley District with the Alex 
Schroderus family. Arthur came there a year 
later. When I was 10 years old we all three went 
to live with dad. 

Of my dad, Tcan say he was the hardest work- 
ing and strongest little man! His prowess at bush 
‘camps was legion. He was a heavy drinker, anda 
man’s man. He was as gentle as he was harsh; 
generous to a fault. However, I know our lives 
would have been very different if our mother had 
lived. My dad went to Korjala, or Karelia, in 
Northern Finland or Russia in 1934. He borrowed 
$250 for his ticket from Elizabeth, and she 
became sole beneficiary of his farm and 
chattels. 

Looking back from where I “‘stand now”, the 
bitter-sweet of a fragmented childhood becomes 
a treasured memory. The sun, moon and stars 
still set over my dad. 

Thave been married to Toivo Anderson of the 
Trochu District since October 3, 1939. We have 
one daughter, Hlona, who is married to Phil No- 
ble, from England, She has taught school (and 
continues to do so) since 1964. She and Phil have 
one daughter, who started school in 1977. 

Here it might be well to pay tribute fo Mrs. 
Alho Stopsen’s mother, Mrs. Victor Lingren. She 
was a tiny, wiry little lady who performed the 
duties of midwife, and delivered all of us Peter- 
sons, She was indeed the ‘‘Lady with the Lamp.”” 

For all those brave folk who settled that area 
T'd like to say, “To be remembered is to live.”” 





REMEMBERING WOLFE SCHOOL DAYS — by 
Shirley Dobirstein 

What really wonderful, carefree days those 
were when we traveled anywhere from one to 
three miles per day to the Wolfe School. Children 
from Grades 1 to 9 came by every mode of 
transportation, on foot, bicycles, horseback, skis 
in winter and some even drove a horse and buggy 
at times. Those faithful school ponies were very 
much loved by children fortunate enough to have 
one. Many carried up to three children at a time 
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to school each day. They did have their fun with 
us as well. More than once upon leaving school 
my Shetland decided that It was my turn to walk 
and a couple of bucks later that's exactly what I 
did with my pony jogging home just out of reach 
in front of me. 

Harsh weather conditions kept very few 
children home from school. They would arrive 
soaking wet in a summer rain or white with frost 
in the winter. Cold winter mornings were spent 
sitting around the large coal and wood furnace at 
the back of the room until the school warmed up. 
On very cold days we would crowd into the living 
room of the teacherage to do our school work. 
With no school buses at the gate Ican remember 
father coming to meet us in the winter with a 
team and sleigh and being too cold to ride, my 
brother and I would hang’ on to the side of the 
sleigh box and run along to keep warm. 

In milder weather, was the excitement of 
noon hour skating parties at the nearest slough, 
‘The older boys would shovel the snow off and 
we'd have a bon-fire for warm ups and skate till 
it was time to return to school. If we talked the 
teacher into allowing an extra half hour of 
skating we really were thrilled. 

‘The Christmas Concerts were an exciting 
event that made budding actors of everyone. 
What excitement it was to practice our lines for 
the big night. The teachers also put in many ex- 
tra hours of work in planning for the concerts, 
‘There would always be the odd case of stage 
fright with complete loss of memory of those well 
earned lines but each moment was enjoyed by 
students and audience. Santa Claus always found 
his way to that little country school house too. 

Like children of all times and ages we got into 
our share of mischief as well. In the spring the 
odd frog would find its way under the teachers 
bell, to jump out frantically when the bell was 
picked up to ring classes In. Other furry and 
slithery creatures could sometimes unexplicably 
appear in a desk drawer. At times the rule about 
no running in the school would be forgotten in the 
noon hour when teacher was having lunch. I can 
remember the “‘consequences” of one running 
incidence where the large bump on my head and 
a classmate’s “Blackeye” were sure signs of 
“Guilt” after meeting head on at a blind corner! 
‘That stopped the running for awhile anyway. 

Spring brought lots of wet fect as everyone 
had to try and find the deepest pond to wade in, 
Some of the more adventurous ones would 
fashion some sort of a raft in order to become 
sailors for a day, the odd one ending up with 
more than wet feet. Summer games were 
prisoners’ base, pump-pump pull away, tag, 
kick-the-can and baseball. Annual sports days at 
nearby towns where we went to play ball were a 
real thrill. Then the annual picnic at the end of 
the school year was a big highlite. Homemade 
ice cream was one of the treats along with races 
and ballgames and a scrumptious lunch 
prepared by the mothers. 























With all these good times, who needed 
anything more while growing up. They really 
were the ‘good old days.” 


MEMORIES OF LIFE FROM AN EARLIER 
ERA IN ECKVILLE AND DISTRICT — by 
‘Thomas Renne 

RENNE, CONSTANTINE AND JULIE, 

‘The Renne family, consisting of Constantine 
Renne, his wife Julie, and their two sons, Adolf 
and Thomas, emigrated from Estonia and 
arrived in the Eckville district in 1936. Following 
a short stay with the Sestrap family (Mr. Sestrap 
was a local farmer and town merchant), they 
moved onto a C.P,R. quarter. This move of the 
family, with their two trunks, was facilitated by 
means of a hayrack borrowed from Mr. Sestrap. 

After moving onto the farm, a settling-in 
process began. The wide cracks in the two-room 
log house had to be filled with plaster. Further 
insulation, consisting of cardboard from card- 
board boxes, was nailed on the interior walls. 
With this protection, many winters were braved 
while the temperature dipped, at times, to minus 
60 F. Inside the house, a kitchen stove and a 
stone fireplace (built by the Bradley family), 
were the sources of heat. 

‘A means of making a living had to be found. 
‘As was the case with many families in the im- 
mediate area, the farmland consisted entirely of 
trees. Only about an acre had been cleared on 
which a garden could be grown. The days 
between spring thaw and winter freeze-up were 
mainly spent in “'grubbing” trees to clear land. 
The trees were at first’ sawn by hand into 
firewood. This was split, allowed to dry, and then 
in winter Mr. Renne, with a team of horses and a 
sleigh, would make the 12 mile round trip to 
Eckville, delivering firewood which the people in 
town used for heat, These trips occured three to 
four times a week during winter months when 
there was snow on the road. The whole family 
was involved in some phase of this enterprise. 
After a few years, Mr. Henry Lingren mounted a 
circular saw and a Model A motor onto a sleigh. 
‘This allowed neighbours to band together in 
forming a “‘sawing crew". This custom con- 
tinued for many years. 

‘The source of power for work in the early 
days was the human muscle teamed often with 
the horse. Mechanical power arrived at the 
Renne farmstead around 1944, with the purchase 
of a Model D John Deere tractor. 

‘The area had its share of hailstorms. 1946 was 
such a year, yet, despite an early severe 
hailstorm, the remainder of the season was ideal 
so that a “bumper crop” of around 700 bushels of 
wheat was produced. Most of this was sold, the 
proceeds going to the C.P.R.., in order to pay off 
the land, In 1948, an adjoining quarter section 
was purchased from Mr. Tom Rosson. This 
served as pasture for cattle. 

Except for pet dogs, of the farm animals, 
Mrs. Julie Renne loved her cows the most. These 








she milked for many years so that the cream 
could be taken to town and sold at the local 
creamery. This provided a most important 
supplementary source of income for the family. 

"The social life of the Renne family (as well as, 
that of others in the immediate neighbourhood), 
included visiting back and forth, birthday and 
Christmas parties, socials at Wolfe School, and 
gatherings held at Estonian Hall. At these events 
the men folk would frequently gather and play 
cards. The ladies meanwhile would gather into 
their circle to prepare food and some han- 
diwork such as embroidery, knitting, crocheting 
and so forth, 

Social events also occured at the homes of 
those people who had a “‘sauna’”. One such place 
was the farm of Mr. and Mrs. John Sibelin. Mr. 
and Mrs. Renne and sons often visited there. 
Another place where frequent visiting occured 
was the home of Mr. Clint Bromling, his 
daughter Hattie and son Curtis. 

‘Travel of any distance, such as to Eckville, 
was with a horse and buggy (or sleigh in winter). 
Shorter distances were very often covered on 
foot. A few Model A’s graced the roads. To the 
drivers of these cars, the horses were a boon, as 
frequently they were mired in the pot holes along 
the dirt roads following a rain. Some road 
repairs were done by the local people, in con- 
sideration of which there was a lowering of 
municipal taxes to the County of Rocky Moun- 
tain House. 

‘The roads were upgraded in the late 40's and 
early 50's, being both widened and gravelled. 
‘This made it somewhat difficult to use horses, es- 
pecially with a sleigh. In 1951, Mr. and Mrs. 
Renne purchased a Studebaker one half ton 
truck which Mr. Renne used until his death. This 
truck is presently being stored in Calgary by 
‘Thomas. 

Primarily, the family was blessed with good 
health. However, Adolf suffered a lengthy bout 
with pleurisy as a very young man. Following his 
recovery, he left the farm at the age of 21 to work 
in the Baker Memorial Sanatorium in Calgary. 
In 1948, Thomas also left for Calgary and found 
employment there grinding lenses for eye 
glasses. The parents continued active farming 
until Mr. Renne attained the age of 70 years and 
received the old age pension. Following this, the 
fields were rented out to various neighbours. The 
couple continued living on the farm until Mr. 
Renne’s death in 1966 at the age of 77. Mrs. 
Renne died In Calgary in 1970 at the age of 68. 

Currently, Adolf is an accountant employed in 
Edmonton by the Alberta Government, and 
‘Thomas instructs mathematics and physics at 
the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology. 

The above is an account of farm life in those 
years. It centered around the home and family, 
and the community. Extensive travel, televi- 
sion, and such other aspects of modern life, were 
nonexistent. Even radios were not very 
prevalent in the immediate community. Life was 





simpler, the effort to survive basic. Friendships 
were enduring, people tended to be more settled, 
the spirit of co-operation and good fellowship 
was continually in evidence and of vital impor- 
tance to all 


STAITE, GLADYS 
My parents, Arthur Mottus and Olga Mattila, 
were married on February 14, 1927. Iwas born on 
August 4, 1928, at the home of my unele, John 
Moitus, who lived near Wood Lake — My Grand: 
mother Mottus was my mother's mid-wite, 

In September my mother and dad moved in 
with Grandpa and Grandma Mattila so that my 
grandmother could take care of me during the 
time my folks worked at Barons, Alberta, 
throughout the grain harvesting season. After 
my parents returned from Barons we lived with 
Grandpa and Grandma Mottus. 

My mother had been in poor health for some 
time, and in January of 1937 she entered the 
University Hospital in Edmonton for treatment 
for cancer, but she passed away in March, 1937 
My father married Salme Raabis after my 
mother’s death. 

In April of 1940 1 was placed in the Junior Red 
Cross Hospital in Calgary because of. my 
physical handicap. Here they gave the patients 
treatments for their physical disabilities, and 
also treated us very well otherwise, even though 
We may not have thought so at the time. T com. 
pleted grade ten of my education while I was at 
the hospital. 

For further education I attended Western 
Canada High School where I took grade eleven, 
Mrs. MeClure was my guardian and 1 boarded 
and roomed with her during this time. She taught 
me everyday housework while I was living in her 
home, and I have found this to be very useful, 

In 1949 [came to Eckville for a visit with Mrs 
McLean and also with Mrs. Buckby Jr., and 
Mrs. Buckby Sr. spent a happy Christmas that 
year in Rocky Mountain House at the home of 
Wally and Esther Motus 

On January 31, 1950 T left Rocky Mountain 
House to come to Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. 
Here, on February 2, 1950, I started to work ai 
the Disabled Civilians’ Workshop. My work In- 
cluded sewing dresses, nurses’ uniforms, doc- 
tors’ coats, aprons, smocks, and many ‘other 
kinds of sewing. T worked there for about five 
years. Imet my late husband there, and we were 
married in December of 1955. 

Our children were Maric Emily, born on 
September 23, 1956 and John Arthur, born on 
November 6, 1958. 

My husband, John, had been afflicted with 
tuberculosis, and in 1960 the ailment flared up 
again. He returned to the T.B. sanitarium at Fort 
Qu’Appelle, where he had to spend the next 
eleven months. His return home at the end of 
that period was a very happy time for us. How- 
ever, our joy was not to last, for John passed 
away just eleven months after his return home. 
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On October 19, 1973 Marie Emily was married 
to Myles Endicott. On June 22, 1974, Bobbi 
Dawn Bridget was born to them, and on August 
8, 1976 Denise Marie was born, thus giving me 
two grandchildren, 

‘My son, John Arthur, graduated from high 
school on June 18, 1976, and now is employed by 
the Allied Lumber Company in Moose Jaw. 

T keep busy doing housework and caring for 
children. I babysit for a family having three 
children, ages four to 11 years, and I enjoy this 
very much. I am presently living in my own 
home in Moose Jaw, and my son John lives with 
me, 

By Gladys Staite 


STRIDSBERG, JONAS PETER ERICKSON 
(1877-1948) — by Vera Molander 

Jonas Erickson was born and grew up in 
Sweden. He was a brother of Anna Molander, 
and had come to Canada on the same ship as Un" 
cle John Molander. They worked together in the 
trenches in Ontario, When he heard there was 
land in western Canada, he journeyed by train to 
Alberta. He homesteaded the NE 2-40-4-W5, 
seven miles northwest of Eckville, He cleared 
the land and planted crops and garden, and built 
granaries and a barn out of logs. Some of the old 
buildings are still standing today. 

When Jonas Erickson settled here, he 
changed his last name to Stridsberg, because 
there were so many people named Erickson in 
the country. First he farmed with oxen and then 
with horses. He never drove tractors or cars, He 
milked cows and had a few pigs and chickens, 
Every week he took cream to the creamery in 
Eckville, 
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Paul Motus and Jonas Stridsberg’s housekeeper, 


Jonas was a very strong, hard-working man. 
He carried a can filled with milk on his back ali 
the way to Lacombe, over 35 miles, and brought 
flour home in the can. The milk’ was for the 
cheese factory and, since he was there, he picked 
up his flour and groceries with the money from 
the milk. Anna and Henry Molander allowed 
Harold to help Jonas when he asked for bis help. 











Harold and his Uncle Jonas had a large split- 
wood pile. Harold hauled the wood from his 
quarter, which Is now owned by Maurice and 
Harriet Clark. They used a buzz (circular) saw 
and a Wallis tractor to saw the wood. They had 
sawing bees in which all the neighbors helped 
each other, going from farm to farm. 

In July, 1946 Harold went to help Raino 
Haapala, his neighbor, saw lumber. Harold cut 
his hand badly and lost one finger. Dr. Coppock 
managed to save the others, 

Jonas had the first threshing machine with a 
Stickney engine, and did custom threshing with 
Henry Molander. The Stickney engine was later 
used for grinding feed for pigs and cattle. Alfred 
and Harold threshed together for many years, 
until 1950, when Alfred bought a combine. Harold 
worked for Jonas Stridsberg from 1932 until 
Jonas passed away in 1948. Harold and Vera now 
own and live on the land that Jonas 
homesteaded. 


ALHO AND HILDA STOPSEN 

‘Alho Stopsen was born in Finland, Europe, on 
August 4, 1904. He received his army training in 
peacetime there, and then immigrated to 
Eckville, Alberta'in 1926. Upon his arrival at 
Eckville, he was given employment on the farm 
of his uncle, Rudolf Stopsen. 

Hilda Lingren was born at Granite, Montana, 





U.S.A. in September of 1904, and came to 
Eckville in 1905 with her parents. In 1931 Alho 
and Hilda were married in Red Deer, Alberta. 
‘There was no honeymoon In those days — just 
back to work. 






















‘Mrs, Albo Stopsea’s family, Henry Lingrea, Vitor Lingren, 
Hilda Lingren and Mrs. Victor Lingre. 


Mr. and Mrs. Stopsen bought Ed Medin’s 
homestead, NW 36-40-4-W5. They lived and 
farmed here until 1942. A son, Oliver, was born in 
March, 1933. They worked ‘hard on the farm, 
clearing land by hand and milking cows. 

In 1937 Shirley Mae was born, thus increasing 
the family to four members, Oliver turned 











five and began school at Wolfe School, which was 
one-fourth mile distant. The school teacher 
secured room and board at the Stopsen home at 
‘that time. 

In 1943 the family moved to the Wood Lake 
farm, SW 12-40-4-W5. Here they lived until their 
retirement. Alho trapped muskrats and coyotes 
during the wintertime and fished in the lake dur- 
Ing both summer and winter. 





‘Alo Stops coyote hides. 


Oliver and Shirley completed Grade Nine at 
Wolfe School and then continued their education 
at the Composite High School in Red Deer, where 
Oliver graduated, Shirley took one year there but 
completed her schooling at the Eckville High 
School, Oliver was involved with his music and 
played in many bands. Shirley, however, was a 
horse lover and spent her spare time riding and 
showing horses. Many happy times were spent at 
Wood Lake with skating parties in the winter- 
time and boating during the summer. 

‘Oliver married Faith Charles and they have 
two children — Faron and Cheryl. They are now 
living at Summerland, B.C. Shirley Mae married 
Fred Dobersteln, from Lacombe, and they are 
presently living in the Lacombe area. They have 
{wo boys, Douglas and Jason. 

‘Alho sind Hilda continued fo farm after their 
son and daughter were married and on their 
own. In 1972, though, they decided to sell the 
farm and retire to the town of Eckville to enjoy 
thelr leisure hours with friends, 


WOLFE SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4010 

The Wolfe School District was established 
January 31, 1921, comprising the following 
lands: $3435, NYS 25-27-T30-R4, $5 and 8, 
SE-18, and those portions of S9, 16, and 17 lying 
south and west of the Medicine River in T40, R3, 
S13, 10-12, T40-R4-W5. Mr. E. Aho of Eckville, 
Albert, was Senior Trustee. The treasurer was 
Mr, W. C. Buckby of Withrow, Alberta. 

‘School opened in 1922. 

‘The first teacher was Mrs. Lollle Wigmore. 
Among others who taught at the Wolfe Schooi 
were: Miss French, Miss Farnell, Mr. Lowe, 








Gordon Gibson, Blanche Arndt, Artina Weller, 
Victor Brown, Bill Prunkl, Mr. Ambury, Mrs. 
Salme Motus. 

‘The school was closed in 1954, sold in 1956, and 
moved to a farm, SE-11-40-4-W3, remodelled for 
a home. 

‘The Charles Neal family live in it now. 


MR. YRTIMAA 

‘Mr. Yrtimaa was born in Finland, arrived on 
the homestead in 1908, NE 12-40-4.W5. He lived 
with the Lingren family until his log cabin was 
built. 

Horses were his next necessity. He bought a 
team of mares and raised many fine horses from 
them, His horses were well fed and always kept 
well groomed. He was once seen riding a shiny 
black horse to town, where he bought a hundred 
pound bag of flour. This he carried, while leading 
the horse home. 

He had cattle, milked some cows and 
separated the milk with a hand separator, taking 
the cream to the creamery in Eckville. He was 
skilled at tanning hides, from which he made 
harness, sewing colored buttons on the bridles 
for decoration. Some thought that his idea was to 
make an impression on the girls. 

He lived on the shore of Wood Lake, so spent a 
lot of time fishing, as well as always growing a 
beautiful garden. When his health began to fail 
he asked Shubroskis to care for him, In return he 





Church gathering at Tigersedt, Rev. Hare, Lutheran minister, 


would will his Wood Lake farm to them. The 
Shubroskis did this for him until his death. 


VOWS FOR THE RESOLUTION-LESS 

(1) Keep me from thinking I must have 
something to say on every subject on every 
occasion, 

(2) Keep me from trying to straighten out 
everybody's problems while ignoring my 

own, 

‘Make me thoughtful but not moody, helpful 

‘but not bossy. 

Keep my lips free from the recital of endless 

and tedious details, 

Seal my lips from reciting aches and pains, I 

don’t feel better afterwards and those who 

listen feel worse. 

I ask not for the grace to enjoy the tales of 

others, but only for the patience to hear them 

with equanimity. 

Teach me the marvelous lesson of knowing 

that, occasionally I may be mistaken. 

And’ let me learn to see things in unlikely 

places and unexpected talents in good peo- 

ple, and give me the grace to say 50. 

adapted from Forethought. 

MY DAILY PRAYER 

Lord help me to keep my ears and eyes 

wide open 

But my mouth shut and my nose out of 

everyone else’s business. 
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The organizational meeting of the Eckville 
and District Historical Society was held January 
31, 1977 at the home of Mrs. Helen Terry. 

What an enthusiastic group they were. 
Eckville and District was going to compile a 
book of their heritage. 

‘Oh! We thought this would be a real 
challenge, everyone seemed like mature in. 
telligent individuals who would enjoy working 
together. 

‘We were soon to find that we had problems. 
Due to these delays some of our pioneers are not 
with us to see our book in print, 

Our book will no doubt have errors and 
‘omissions. Please accept our apologies. If it had 
not been for sheer determination on the part of 
some members this book would not have 
materialized. 

God willing, in the near future Eckville will 
compile a follow-up book and hopefully things 
will go more smoothly. 





‘The Book Committee 
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‘angle, Charles aid Mary, 958 

Ardpod, Teakie, 744 

Armstrong Brothers, 325 

‘Arnold, Charlie, 638 

Ash, W., 80 

‘Aske, Tis 

‘Austin Family, 326 

‘Avery, Albert, 639 

Backs, Jim Famlly History, 228 

Ballie, Wiliam ana Anita, 16 

Baker, Chris, 288 

Baker, Maudie (McF aul), 81 

Baker, Reg Family, 82 

Bakke, Christian and Elizabeth, 917 

Baldridge, Clem and Helen, $18) 

Baldwin, Lisa (Lundberg), 83 

Banton Story, 1020, 

Bardenhagen, Carson and Alma, 868 

Bardenhagen, Carson and Gunhiid, 39 

Bardehagen, Jack and Agnes, 8 

Bardeahagen, Ol! and Helen, 85 

Barhan, James Famly, 527 

Barlund, Ernest, 87 

Barlund, Prank, 86 

‘Barlund) Henry, 

Barlund, Ina, & 

Bares, Egil, 868 

Barnes, John and Pamela, 89 

Barnes, The Children, 870 














ROLL OF HONOUR 
Eckville and Benalto Veterans, 1,047 
Benjamin, 1,050, 

Athambra, 1,051 
Caries, 1,051 
Diamond Valley, 1,052 
Gite, 1052 

Last West, 1.058, 
Ceedale, 1,053 


FAMILY BIOGRAPHIES 


Barwick, John, 697 
Bauer, Emanuel, 699 
Baum, Harriet, 1005 
Baum, Kathryn, 1,018 
Beaugrand, Maurice, 75 
Beck, John, 745 

Becker, Merlin, 57 
Bednara Family, 8 








Besley, Mr. (Wiltenburg-Leedale), 733 

Belerbach Family, 70 

Bel, John, 793 

Bell, J. J., 700 

Bellika, The Antti (Andrew) 
Family, 960 


Bella, Artnur, 485 
Belt, Burley and Charlotte, 605 
Belt, Gordon Lesiie, 15 
Belt, Harley J, 745 
Belt, Roy, 605 
‘Bengston, Hannah and Arthur, 148 
‘Bennett Family, 341 
Benson, Leo, 70h 
Bergman, A, 457 
Bergstrom, Lydia, 88 
Bernard Brothers, 861 
Berry, Berry and Walls, 605 
Bert, Garry Family, 228 
Bice, Harry Veale 1883-1962, 699 
Billeiskl Family, 29 
Billings Family of Leonard and 
Magda, 854 
Binyon, Paul, 748 
Birce, Pear! and allan, 640 
Bishop, 748 
Blackbourne, Jack, 919 
Blades, Jim and Johannah, 540 
Bialr Family, 644, 
Block, Rasmus, é57 
Bobeiuk, Nick, 148 
Bodicoat, Won. (From Mes 
‘Plerson's Scrapbook), 819 
Bodin, Roy, 1021 
Boll, Herman, 702 
Boller, Christian, 487 
Bonk, Martin, 
Boose, Hugo, 398 
Booth, Jack and Faith; 
"Floyd and Allaa, $19, 
Booth, Jack (Wittenburg-Leedale), 788 
Borden, 57 
orth, Paul (Wittenburg-Leedale), 733 
Bosomvorth, Jack and Ruth, 288 
Both, Elizabeth (See Fizer, 
‘Gaylord History), 408, 
Both, Irvin and Family, 397 
Bott, Arthur, 794 
Botten, Family, 87 
Bowell, Harold and Olive, 102 
Bowman, Mr. and Mrs. Howard, 920, 
Bowness, Elton Family, 229 
Boyer, A-L. (Wittenburg-Leedale), 133, 
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ARTICLES 
Judge Not, 782 
My Dally Prayer, 1,083 
Remember Waen, 218 
‘The Saga of the T. Eaton 
‘Mail Order Catalogue, 218 
Vows For The Resolution Les, 1,088 
When Pa ts Sic, i 
When Ma is Slek, 482 


Boyer, Baum and Johnsman, 371 
Bradley, Elizabeth, 239 

Bradshaw, Alfred and Rebecca, 6:2 
Bradshaw, Perey and Evelyn, 643 
Brandon, Jack, #20 

Brattberg, Audrey and Eimer, 657 
Brattberg, Harold, 438 

Brewer, Rev. Ceefl and Anna, 88 
‘Broad, Mrs. Minerva, 220 
Brodersen, Paul, 748,750 
Bromling, Clint and Clara, °0 
Brooks, Harry and Ada, 795 
Brooks, James, 795 

Brown, Charlle, 57 

Brown, Del, 97 

Brown, Bevin, 708 

‘Brown, James (SW 25-4235), 256 
Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Jim, 

Brown, Oscar and Bertha, 50 
Brown, Stanley and Violet, 608 
Brownlee, Alastar, 40 

Brun, Mr. and Mrs. John S, 151 





Bryanton, 705 
Brzastowskl, Mr. and Mrs, Ben, 20 
Bucknell, Tém, 152 





Bunch, Walter and Vivian 
and Family, 29 

Bureau, Mr. and Mrs, Edmond 
‘and Bamily, 197 

Burk, Ba, 400 

Burns, Frew, 490 

Burns, Robert, 491 

Burns, Stanley, 491 

Burns, Wade and Sue, 52 

Butler, Tom, 229 

Byttysen, Afaldo (Dick), 438 

‘Byttynen, John L., $38 

Cairas, Stub and Sirs, 
(Pioneer Days), 458 

Campbell, Glaays and Fam 

Card Family, 91 

Carlson, Hans and Ida, 461 

Carroll Charles and Ena, 400 

Carroll Hurley and Farnily, 401 

(Casey, Howard (Bud) and ftuth, 611 

(Casey, Merle and Harriet, 62 

(Carpenter, Art and Farnly, $20 

(Cates, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley, 9. 5 

Caton, Glen and Family, #2 

(Chabot, Henry and Laura, 922 

‘Chadbourne, Willa Cl) 
‘and Dora, 13. 

‘Galland, Claude and Lilian, 752 

‘Challand, Gilbert and Margaret, 401 

‘Challand, Terry and Loucinda, 402 

Chappell, Edgar Abert, 65 

‘Chappel! Stuart, 618 

Chapmas, Arthur, 7 

CCnibri, Peter and Lan, 753 

Calnnéek Bros. 923 

China, 754 











CChristanson, Pete and Marie, 421 
Cristie Family, 92 
Claus, Peter, 795 
Clausen, Dan, 92 
Clevenger, Frank and Polly, 65 
Clevenger, W. L, $57 
Clough, Jessie afd Beatrice (Bea), 615, 
Clough, Wilford and Vietoria, 616 
Cochrane, Hattle and Family, 228 
ole, WB. Family, 64 
Cooper, Frank, 705 
Coppeck, Dr. Frank Houston, 82 
Cordon, William James, 493, 
Corntorth, J. 458 
Coutts, Joseph and Laura, 98 
Covlin, Mike, 9 
Cowan, Wiliam #., 85 
Craig, Yoha, 494 
Crawford, Robert, 494 
Crawford, Jake and Bob, 728 
Critchley, Jan and Agnes Family, 853 
Crouch, Walter, 685 
Crowell, Jim, 957 
CCruckstank, Jack and Li, 923 
Cunningham Story, I. 34, 9 
‘Cammberlang, Tames, 734 
Cummberland, Harold, 755 
Carmberland, Manley and Nita, 755 
Cummberland, Wellington 

‘and Hester, 735 
cummertord Fariy, $00 
Canmmings, J. H. GJoaty), 408 
Carrie, 8 
Currie, George and Family, 66 


Dahigran, Glen and Family, 485 
Dahl, Lindls, 736 

Dahl, Rudotf, 1,021 

Darlington Family, 495 

Deacon, Art, 957 

DeFillippl, Dominigue, 735 

Dekker, John and Susanna, 540 
Dennett, Bernle, 37 

Devereux, Cyril (Sid) and Kay, 801 
Dickson, Samuel and Alma, 233 
Dobb Family, 52 

Dobbs, Ruth, 875 

Doeken, H. Family, 961 

Dolman Brothers, 57 

Doupe, ‘Tor, 812 

Dunean, George and Helen, 3,022 
Dupras, Art, 956 

Durand, Rene and Reine, 616 
Durbin, Henry and Brickle Charles, 82 
Dyar, Mr. and Mrs., 156 

Dyrland, Bert, 87 

Dyrland, Charles, 16 

Dyrland, Ellas, 877 

Dyrland Family, 877 

Dysland, Joe, 877 

Dyrland, Joti, 877 


Eastbur, 736 
astmans, 647 

Eaton, Mr. and Mrs. L.A, 755 
Eeker, Violet, 705 

Eekes, Paul and Marian, 100 
Eekford, arthur, 97 

ekross, Vietor, $62, 

Edgar, ibe History of the Family, 648 
Einarson, Einar, 388 

Eklund, Clarence and Phoebe, 442 
Eliuk, Willar and Tris, 108, 




















Elson, Anarew, 201 
Elson, Oiva, 102 
Elson, Verner, 102 
Emin, John, 





‘Emmerson, Sam, 234 
Engebretson, Arnold J., 705 
Engen, Glenn and Mprile, 108 
Engen, Martin, 5 
nals, Wiliam, 802 
‘Ensign, Theodore (Ted) Marshall, 802 
Erfekson, Alex and Fred, 3 
Erlekson, Erie, Gordon and Phyllis, 962 
Erickson Family, 501 
Enlekson, Fred, $62 
Enltsland, Lars, 908 
Erskine, The Family, 63 
Ervin, Sam and Mabel, 757 
Eskelin, Peter, 1,023, 
ski, John, 104 
Evans, Katle and Jesse, 1,023 
Evans, Matthew, Simpson 
‘and Mary, 1,034 
Everndon, ‘fed and Jean, 618 
Evernden, Tom and Sarah (Sally), 616, 
Evert, James and Lavina, 158 


Ealrfeld, Charlie, 58 
Farrington, 4., Family, 234 

Farris, Bale, 32 

Farthing, Hairy, 758 

eadersen, alvin and Florence, 878 
Fenig, R., 0h 

Ferguson, Alex, 104 

Ferguson, James C. and Family, 403, 
Ferguson, Gordon, 357 

Ferguson, Hebre, 290 

Ferguson, J. W., $56 

Fineh, Davia, 915 

Finch, Dee (SW $5-414.N5), 781 














Fode, Gis, 934, 
Fornan, Alan, 105 

Forhan, Harold, 106 

Fornan, Norman McGregor, 107 
Fornan, Oswald Michael, 104 
Foran, Thomas Oswald, 105 
Forsell, Gunnar and Adeline, 291 
Forsells, 292 

Foster, Altred, 315 

Fournier, George, 805 

Fox, Challe, 758 

Fox, Franke and Famlly, 404 
Fox, Frank, Zella and Bob, 708 
Fraser, George, 404 

Eraser, Peter, 758 

raya, Arthur, 738 

Eredrickson, Andrew, 878 
Freeman, Terrence, 957 

French, Mand Mis. Bd, 652 
French, The Elsvood Family, 652 
Frevllnger, Peter and Helen, $05 
Fig, George Family, 658, 

Feld, John Alfred Family, 654 
Frizcell, Marguls (Late), 738 
Frowa, Elvin and Dolina, 738 
Fulton, Vivian and Elleen, 171 


Gale, Tea and Myrtie, 293 
Galot Farily, £08 

Gant, Louis, Clarence and John, 79 
Gant and Wher, &80 

Garbutt, Arthur and Pearl, 881 
Gardner, Wan, 463 

Gardiner, William and Saran, 760 
Garnfck, Paul and Julla, 760 
Garries, Ethel 2 

Gee, Harold 
Getle, Car, 502 
Genge, Fred, 760 

Gletle, Martin, 503 

Gibson, Dr. and Family, 297 
Gibson, Gordon and Farnily, $05 
Glesbrecht, Abe and Mae, 76) 
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Glesbrecht, Bil, 957 

Gilbertson, Martin and Family, 15 

Gilllana, Bob, #23 

Gitlespic, Robert A. 162 

Gish, RR, (Bod) Family, 108 

GGlasspole Family, 808 

Goard, Blanche (MeFaub, 208 

‘Goodridge, Wiliam Henry, 76. 

‘Goodwin, Ross Family, 238, 

‘Gore, Johnny, 808, 

Goting, John, 81 

Graham, Guy, $57 

Granlund, Elno and Bertha, 235 

Grant, Rev. Ea, 108 

Grant, James and Family, 964 

Gray, arnold, 464 

Gray, Clarence, 464 

Gray, George, 761 

Gray, Wiliam Henry, 465 

Green, Art and Phyilis, 956 

Greenman Farnily, 1,035 

GGrittn, Oliver (SW 3-41-4-W5), 781 

Grutterink, Jomn, 957 

‘Guest, George and Family, 405 

‘Guest, Wen and Famaly, 405 

Gustavson Eaniy, 108 

‘Gustavson, Gerald, 110 

Gustavson, Gilbert, 10 

‘Guth, Mr. and Mes. Louls 
‘and Family, 204 

Haapala Family, 10 

Haglund, Leonard, 121 

Halnsworth, Joseph Family, 808 

Hallgren, Al and Joyee, 112 

Hal, Max, 34 

Hall, Reg and Gladys, 609 

Hal) Thelma, 122 

Hallet, Prank, 705 

Holstein, Fell, 964 

Hambleton, Willam and Kathleen, 810 

Hamilton, Orval and Bessie, 705 

Hancher, Alva and Yola, 406 

Haneher, Prani. 407 

Haneher, Laverne Robert, 409 

Hancher, Hoe Raymond, 411 

Hanna, Erland and Tile, 924 

Hansen, Albert, 506 

Hansen, Ben, 4iT 

Hansen, Donald, sot 

Hansen, O'Brien, 505 

Hansinger Family, 811 

Harper, John, 95 

Harris, Charles, 815 

Harris, Jay L. and Jessie Family, 247 

Harris, Ray and Family, 26, 

Harrison, Father 
(Wittenburg-Leedale), 733, 

Hart, Fred, 8iL 

Hart) Thomas, #12 

Hartiey, May Thomas, 283 

Harlley, Richard and Ruby, 238, 

Hartley, Wm. (Bi) and 
Elizabeth (LI, 236, 

Harvilow, Andrew, 351 

Hass, Elmer and Violet, 76. 

Hatala, Dale, 357 

Hayball, Ernest Altred, 1,02 

Hayward Family, Robert, 
Ernest, Minnie, 924 

Hayward, Walter and Mary, 924 

Hebner, Ealth, 113, 

Hebridlans, 301 

Helklla, John Nestor, Susanna, 552 

Helkkinen, John, 366, 

Helkkinen, Matt, 813, 

Helno, Erni, 968 

Henrickson, Jonas and Robert, 1,008 

Hendry, Charles, Willam, Taylor, 
David, Stanley Rages and 
Edward, 





























Hembrey, George, 486 
Herbert, 8. F213 
Hewitt Soy, 657 
Hickman, C. and 1, 162 
Hicks, Hiram P. and Jenny, 240, 
Hicks, James P. and Ann, 438 
Hicks, Li 465, 
Hicks Story, 658 
Hietata Family, 345 
Hietala, Frank and Emma, 388 
Hitala, Jack, 114 
Hilbert, Herbert, Wiliam and 
Mary, 816 
Hilbert, Ronald and Mildred, 816 
Hilbert, Roy and Elaine, 817 
Hil, Elmer, 968 
Hal, Emil, 668 
HUM, Jacob (Jack) and Famlly, 15 
Hal, Lymle Shultz, Lemp Quist, 126 
Hillman, Joe, 348 
Hlogberg, Axel, 817 
Hoglund, Aaron and Mary, 582 
Hoglund, Walter and Fay, 554 
Holland, Thomas, 1,026 
Hollander, Joseph, 308 
Hollingsworth, Gilbert and Lorraine, 762 
Hollingsworth, L, 467 
Hollingsworth, Robert and Anning, 617 
Hollingsworth, Robert Lee 
(NE 3441-45), 617 
Hollingsworth, 8,457 
Holm, Frank, Mt, and Mrs, 1,017 
Holmen, Metvin, 968 
Holmsen, Kristian, 510 
Holsworth, Mr and Mrs. 
‘William Sr, 348 
Holsworth, Mir. and Mrs. 
‘Willam ‘A, 351 
Hopkins, John Franklin, 118 
Hopper, John Charles, 411 
Horby, William and Rosella, 658 
Home, Bert, 815 
Hougaard, Boter, 762 
Hough, $51 
Houston, James and Margaret, 618 
Houston, Wiliam (B01) 
‘and Lorraine, 619, 
Hub, The history, 18 
Hubs Families, 468 
Huhtala Family, 351 
Hulberg, Ore and Dorthea, 925 
‘Husebys, The, 294 
Hussa, Jonas'and Emma, 119 
Hutehison, George, 882 
Hyvonen, John, 353 
Ignatius, George and Olga, 970 
Ignatius, The Family, 872 
Ignatus, Walno, 914 
Inwin, Charles, 295 
Isaacson, Isaac, 882 
Iverson, John and Marion, 926 
Ives, RC. (Pat and Ella), 120 
on, John, 883 
Jackman, Ceell and Mabel, 762 
Jackson, James and Bessic, 168 
ackson, Matt, 1,027 
‘Jackson, Willam (BUI) and Myrtle, 620 
‘acobs, HJ, 163 
‘Jacobs, Ralph M., 768 
‘augard, George, 764 
‘Jabelka Family, 974 
‘Janssen, Mr. and Mrs. Johan, 883 
Jarvi, Tohn, S74 
ayes, Elmer, 658 
‘aves; Georg Family, 658 
Jenkins, Frank G, 358 
Jennings, Joseph (Joe), 659 
Jensen, Mr. and Mrs, Carl, 354 
Jensen, Moreis Family, 255, 

















Jensen, Ted, 107 

Serpe, J, a2 

‘Jevne, Tastan and Alice 
(NE 942-405), 772 

Jobs, Arthur and Carol, 121 

‘Jobs, Herbert Family, 120 

Sohanson, Erick, 43 

Sohanson, Victor Family, 43 

Sohnsman, Prank, & 

Johneman, Clem, 95, 

‘Fohnson, Alexander, 558 

‘ohason, Cari, 818 

Johnson, Carl and Sarah, 556 

‘Johnson, Ernest H., 618 

Jonson, Howard ahd Helen, 355 

ohason, Isaac, 355 

Johnson, John, $75 

‘Johnson, John Famty, 121 

‘Johnson, Jonas, S11 

‘Johnson, Matt! Family, 122 

Johason, Olaf and Karéline, 33 

‘ohason, Ray, 957 

‘ohnson, Robert, 164 

















‘Johnson, Walter Family, 
‘Tohnston, Iva 468 
ohnston, Ralph and Family, 358 
‘Johnston, Watkin (Watt), 246, 
‘okinen, Henry, 124 
‘Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Albert, 125 
ones, J. 412 
‘Tones, Joan and Grit, 2 
ones, RD. (Dick), 628 
‘Jordon, Brian, 957 
Jordon, Willlam Henry, 164 
Juut, Gust and Farni 

(See Nie, Tsaae), 885 
Kaikitonen, Paul, 65 
Kaila, Ike (The Family), 283 
Kakkinen, Mrs, Femmie, 975 
Kelaputas, Anderson Gust, 358 
Kangas, August and Selina, 125 
Kangas Family, 651 
Karlsen (Uutakla), 96 
Karjala, Osear, Robert, Ell, 446 
Kasha, Bryan Charles, 127 
Kasha, Chester, 128 
Kasha, Chester Donald and Family, 177 
Kasha, Edward and Leah, 128 
Kasper, August Family, 129 
Kasper, Charles, 128 
Kauppl, John, 139 
Keesar, Mr. and Mrs, Max, 928 
Kelm, Jack Family, 683 
‘elm, Robert (Bob} and Pauline, 620, 
Kemlia, History of the Family, 128 
Kemp, Steven, 956 
Kendrew, Rey and Liz, 151 
Kendze, Car, 655 
‘Kendze, Kenneth Ronald, 665 
Kennedy, Bob and Olivah (Mac), 182 
Kennedy, Mrs, J. (nee Barlund), 132 
Kereh, Joe, Emule, and Dolly, 133 
Kerkkanen, Lempi and Simon, 133 
Kerr, John Robson, 202 
Kit, Sylvannius, 956 

liek, Bernard and Rene, 243 
Kulliek, Family, the Plano, 134 
Kallick, JH. and Family, 134 
Kilpatfiek, Donald (Dan) 

and Family, £13 
Kind, Alfred Willlam, $57 
Kind, John Charles Family, 558 
Kingsep, Heary, 58 
Kingsep, Leonard-Hietala Family, 135, 
Kingsep, Louise, Tipman (Mottus}, 138 
Kinna, Arthur and Buchanan, 340 
‘inna, Robert, 6 
Kirby, Thomas M. and Mary, 243 
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Kirby, Timothy, See and Lizae, 244 

Kirkman, Frea Family, 818 

Kish, Willard, 957 

Kivinen, Chari, 

Klassen, R. F., $57 

Klepadls, Joe, 761 

Klevin, Theodore, $83 

Knopp, Melvin, 818 

oots, Paul and Family, 362 

Koppel Family, L027 

Kopsala, Andrew, 575 

Korhonen, Erik and Annie, 139 

Koski, Art, 885 

Koskd, August B, 140 

‘Koski; Erne, 835 

‘Koski, Frank and Eitina, 84 

Koski, Frank Jr, 84 

Koski, John Alexander, 976 

Koski, Joha ., 978 

Kraft, Goltiried (Fred), 414 

Krell, Ralph and Dorothy, 295 

Krell; Wallace and Carolyn, 295, 

Kring, MacDougal, 818 

Krogsiad, Henry, Hanna T., 928 

Kouble, Ken and Susan Family, 268 

Kuchnowski and Lagore, 616 

Kuehne, Loyd and Luclie, 20 

Kuge, Frank, 978 

Kuala, Elmer and Sylvia, 46 

Kaulikowsky, Dan and Stella, 1,028 

ult, Henry, 688 

‘Kuntz, Allen 3. Family, 143 

Kurzman, John, 295 

usisto, Allee, 978 

La Belle, Ernest, 765 

‘anti, Konsta and Fannie, 979 

Taltlla, Bero, 144 

Lakevold, My. and Mrs, Ole, 88 

Lamberts, Mary, 828 

Lambertus, Raymond and Sarah, 928 

Campman, Mark (NE 94245), 772 

Land, Charles, 415 

Lange, William Arthur, 620 

Tanger, Carl and Anna, 584 

Tanger, Paul, 558 

Tapeare, Ernie and Helen, 765, 

Tapp, Herman, 596 

Larsen Family, 585 

arsen Farm, $60, 

Laurence, A.B, 657 

aurltsen, ‘Torn 298 

Lawson, Max and Vera, 709 

Lawton, Derrick and Dorothy, 890 . 

Tawton, Frank Family, 585 

Lawton, Roger and alle, 889 

awton, Wiliam and An, 858 

Taye, Frank, $90 

(Cave, Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin John, £15, 

aye, Mr. and Mrs. Theophilius, 950, 

ayton, Dunean and Anne, 416 

Lazzari, 957 

‘Lazer, Gene and Family, 145 

Lee, ‘The George Story, 667 

Lee, Prank, 75, 

Cee, Frank’ (SW 1041.3.W5), 297 

Eee, Thomas and Minnie, 882 

ee, Wm. Henry Family, 705 

eldonen, John and Hija, 62 

Vemleux, Harold and Lucile, 

episto, Henry and Jokn, 979 

Teskosek, Otto and Betty, $82 

Lesle, John, $20 

essing, Ferdinand Ernst and 
‘Minnie Estelle, 40, 

Lester, oe and Alice, 82 

Lewis, Charlie and Mabel, 145. 

iddicoat, Charles and Pear, 458 

ightbown, Davia, 148 

Tightbown, John James, 51. 


mt 




















Lightbown, Robert and Family, 18 
Titkala, Matt and Family, 968 
Titkala, Win. and Hila, 568 
ilvam, August and Alta, 893, 
Tilver, Herman and Allee, 821 
Lind, Osear and Maria Josephine, 658 
Lindberg, J... Family, 146 
Cinder, Edwin, Irving and Elmer, 300 
Linder, Kart and Emma, 297 
Lindquist, A. W, Victor, 1, 1028 
Lindsay, Hugh, 766 
Lindsay, Robert and Stiriam, 658 
ner, John and Family, 17 
Eine, Olaf and Family, 418 
Liner, Per and Family, 412 
Lingren, Frank Richard, 147 
ingren, Vietor, 1,028 
Linguist, Nestor, 5,023 
Lipa, The Pioneer Family, 670 
iska, Peter and Josie, 30 
Lite, Atehie and amily, 17 
Loyd, Harry Newton, 831 
Logan, Bul, 512 
ongair Family, 961 
‘Loomer Family, C. A, (Ted) and 
‘Alena (Dutch), Grant and George, 49 
Looy, Floris and Rose, 952 
Coukkola, Mr. and Mrs, David, 979 
Lowe, J.J. Family, 
Lowe, P. 468 
Lowen, Jack and May, 822 
Tdwig, Henry, 18 
[Cumph,Tsaac and Elizabeth 
and Farnlly, 19 
Ln, Helge, Isabelle Family 
‘and Ole Lind, 249, 
Lang, Iver Family, 250 
Lundberg, Bertil iver, 152 
Lunaberg, John, 148 
Lundberg, Lester, 154 
Lundberg, Okey, 151 
Tukoes, James, 708 
Tuoma, Erlek and Othella, 979 
Toma Isaac, 53 
Tuomala, Jonh, 569 
Tupfer, Josef and Mitse, 710 
Tush, Mr. and Mrs. Hubert, 167 
Tata, Albert and frma, 156 
Tut, Arthur and Familiy, 196 
Gute, Levi Marshall, 154 
Lutz, Wilfred Herbert, 154 
Lyons, S. A. Family, 468 
‘MacDonald, Stewart and Mabel, 9 
MacDonald, Wm. (3) 
‘Mr. and Mrs, 138 
Macdonnell, The Gerry Family, 67. 
MacKenzie, Simon and Kate, 31. 
Mackle, Arvie, 512 
Mackie, Gabriel, 572 
‘Madden, Bob and Hazel, 573 
Maddox, Jervel and Joan 
and Family, 302 
Maki, BIN! and Mariam, 981 
‘Mak, Erick, 982 
‘Maki, John and Mary, 982 
Maki; Mathew, 157 
‘Maki, Raymond, 158 
‘Malcoim, Wm. Fairweather 
‘and Family, 823 
‘Mana, Harold and Mae and Family, 158, 
‘Mann, Mae, 158 
‘Mannix, Russel Lee and Carrol M., 767 
Mannix, Win. Henry and Elizabeth, 159 
‘Mannix, Wiliam Joseph and Vera, «70 
‘Manovieh, Harry, 110 
Marks, Mr. and Mrs. 160 
‘Marles, Bul and Maris, 957 
Marshall, Francis, 15. 
Marshal, John and Nont, 988 




















Marshall, Joseph T., 161 
Martin, Angus and Mattie Family, 95 
Martin, Angus Land Svanhila 
Family, 290 
Martin, Ken and Irene, 250 
Mardnson, Hans Peter, 615 
Mason, Harold and Grace, 768 
‘Mason, H. E., 956 
‘Mason, Wr. 3. 825 
‘Massep, John, 4 
‘Masuch, Erte, 957 
‘Masueh, Erle 
(Wittenburg-Leedate), 723 
Matisen, alfred, 
Matisen, Arnold and Salme, 573 
Matlisen, Valdemar, 308 
Mattehet Family, 151 
Matteus, Adam and Anna, 573 
Matthews, Felix and Ethel, 182 
Matthews, Herbert Witred, 516 
Matthews, Robert (Bob) 
‘and Eileen, 162 
Matila, Walno, 1,029 
‘Mattson, The Matt Story, 677 
Maxwell, Frank Families, 258 
May, Lawrence, 472 
May, 5c, 
‘MeAnarews, W. G. and Faml 
‘McCallum, Robert Dunean, 825 
‘MeCann, Wiliam, 513 
‘MeCrady, The Family, 3 
MeCulsh and MeCrelght Story, 678 
‘MeDonald, Angus, 815 
MeDonald, Donald . and Family, 188 
‘MeDonald, Ewart Famlly, 197 
MeDonala, Mrs. J. 163 
MeDonald, Stewart and Mabel, 933 
MeDonel, Douglas and Mora, 168 
‘MeDonell, Wiliam (BIND and Hazel, 169 
MeEtroy, Owen and Beulah, 623 
MeElroy, Owen Joun and 
‘Doris Belle, 768 
MeFaul, James, 169 
MeFaul, Russell, 170 
Meowan, Arebie Cameron and 
‘Margaret, 253 
MeGowan, Maryann Cameron, 252 
‘Mec, Perey Thomas, 827 
‘MeKanna Famlly, 3 
‘MeKellar, Wiliam David 
and Beulah, 678 
Mektinnon, WJ, 711 
MeLean, Mr, Andrew, 827 
MeLean, Neil 513 
‘McLeod, Allan, 87 
MeLeod, RM. $57 
‘MeMeckin, Robert and Isabelle, $28 
MeMillan, Huntley and Leigh (Lee), 890 
MeNell, Blakely and Family, 17 
MeNell, Hugh, 15 
MeNell, Peter and Marion, 173, 
MeNell, Wesley, 516 
MeNulty, Patrick, 894 
MePherson, Jabee and Zella, 412 
MeTavisn, William and Eft, 830 
MeTighe, FB. Family, 304 
Medin, Edwin, 518 
Media| Harry and Mary, 516 
‘Medin, Olat, 516 
Medin’ Robert, 51? 
Medin, Victor, 317 
Meeres, Horace and Emily 
‘and Family, 660 
Menales, The \rehle L. History, 830 
Merrimans, The, 174 
‘Meston Family, 822 
‘Meyers, Connie, 1,090 
‘Meyers, Connie Family, 1.038, 
Meyers, Edward John, 1,034 
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Meyers, John C., 1035 
Meyers, Mathew and Lilian, 175 
Meukseh, Mr-and Mrs. Frani, 858 
Mlekelson, August, 578 
Mickelson, Matt, $83 
Might, P. G., 913 
Miller, Erastus, 254 
‘Miller, Oral Tames, 682 
Misne?, Clyde and Annie, 722 
‘Misner, Vietor and Edna, 713 
‘Mitenel, Arehle, 683 
‘Mizner, August and Jutta, 176 
‘Moench, Art and Farnlly, 377 
Mogenson, Nels and Fariily, 420 
Molander, Alfred and Bertha, 179 
Molander, Free, The Farally, 178 
Molander, Harold and Vera, 179 
Molander, Henry and Family, 177 
Molander, Uncle John, 180 
Moore, Mé. and Mrs. Alired (Slim), 857 
Moore, Oswald and Nelle, 82 
‘Moos, Cassimer and Family, 573 
Moos, Fredrick Jona, 580 
Moro, August and Ferally, 180 
Moro, John, 5 
Morrison, Clifford, 683 
Mottet, Edward and Olin, 624 
Mottet Family, 624 
Mottus, Albert, 1035 
Mottus, Charles Henry, 1,035, 
Mottus, Dr. Edward, 857 
‘Mottus, Elmer, 622 
‘Mottus, Gustav, 581 
‘Mottus, Mr. and Mrs. Johan, 1,096 
‘Mottus, Oscar, 1,035 
Mottus, Rudy Edward, 582 
‘Mottus, Waldemar and Esther, 448 
Mowbray Family, 422 
‘Mullarkey, John (Jack) 

and Margaret, 625 
Mallback, Peter, 770 
‘Murby, Win. 815 
‘Murphy, Co, 956 
ee IF og 
‘Murphy, Scott B., 520 
Murray, Charles (Chick) 

‘and Margaret, 181 
Murto, The Herman Family, 983 
‘Mushla, Fred and Zena, 257 
Myers, Dantel, John and Family, 770 
Myers, Daniel Jr, 771 
Nagel’ Henry and’ Emma, 321 
‘Neal, Charles and Ruth, 1097 
Needham, Clarence, 253 
Needham Family, 259 
Needham, Fred and Family, 181 
Nelson, Ewin and Terry, S84 
Nelson, Gus, 521 
‘Nelson, Hank and Arvid, 772 
Nelson, James and ‘aargaret, 582 
Nelssen, Nels John, 822 
Ness, John, $84 
Netzél, John, 49 
Neutelas, The, 182 
Newman Family, 20, 
Niekle, Stan Family. 117 
Nielsen, Everett 991 
Nielsen, Hap, 383 
‘Nielsen, Lautel and Mary, 369 
Nielsen, Myron, 369 
Nlemela, Aarne Raymond, 370 
Niemela, Arvi Family, 40 
Niemela; Bino, S12 
Niemela; Terrance, 373 
Niemt, Tsaac, 885 
emt, Tsaae'Jr. and Jean, 294 
Nleml, Vester and Mildred, 988 
Nikkola, El and Frank, 373, 
Niskanen, Peter and 

‘Anderson Swan, S14 

















Norem, Clara and Amos, 87 
Norem, 0.°T. 997 
Northup, Charles, 257 
Norton Family, 317 
Nugent, Frank’and Minnle, 627 
Nygard, Gustaf, 86 
Qasirom, Oscar, 883 
borne, ity and Faith, 306 
Odenbach, Herman, #5f 
O'tara, 5. (See 

Chabot History), 9 
ja, John and Teckla, 882 
Oa, Matt, 282 
Olaiord, Willlam and Rhoda, 183, 
Sliver, Arthur H, 33. 
Shiver, Bivin and’ Parity, 1,038 
Otte, orn, $53 
Sisens Cart 22 
Olsen; Eawin, 183 
Slsen, Edwin and Mickey, 64 
Olsen; Hans, 524 
Olsen, John'G. B, and Ol, 73 
ison, James, 184 
‘Olson, Rune, 265, 
Snotryseym, Sarvs, 185 
Onofryseym, Michael, 184 
Optus, Iva, 185. 
‘Ophus, Peder, 185 
Ore, James ahd Family, 185 
Gsberg, Sven Sigrid, 898 
Sutete, Peter and Lena, 628 
alkot, Egnes and Family, 825 
Palm, Bil'Sr, 588 
Palm, Prank and Hitma, 306 
Palm, Sohn, 80. 
Palm, Leo and Ruth, 58 
Palm, The Ron Family, 985 
Parker, Bert, 133 
Parker, Martin and Hired, 998 
Parkins, Clifford and Annie; 0 
Parkins, Harry, 733 
Paterson, George and Isabel, 957 
Patterson Family — Prairie Rose, 56 
Paul, Eaward Family, 308 
Pederson, John R307 





Peltokangas, Lauri, 985 
Peltonea, Bil, 385 
Pendergast, Samuel, Thomas and 
‘Sarah Woods, 473, 
Pepper, Edward L., 834 
Perkins, Fred (Leedale News 
Item i940), 18. 
erler, Peter and Family, 58 
Pesola' Pamily, 9 
eters, Frank, $15 
Peterson, Ba, 899 
Peterson, Peler and Carrie, 07 
Peterson, Matt, 1038 
Phelps, Willam Maxwel, 526 
Philips, Willard and Beatrice, S27 
Phipps, $5 
Pickering, Gary and Nelle, 685 
Piahirney, Peter Family, 887 
Pierson, Baul Lyle and 
Clara Marie, 774 
Pihooja, August, 585 
Pike Family, 7 
Pimm, Ted and Hattie, 690 
Plumb, John and Mary, 776 
Plumb, ‘Thomas, 776 
onto, Fred, 586 
Porter, Mrs’ Margaret, 186 
Porter, Wiliam Little, 422 
Post, August, 587 
Potlvar, Jotn, 994 
Prause, Frank, 00 
Pregoda, Fred, 00 
Prendergast, Jack‘and Amy, 686 
Prendergast, Robert Herman, 685 
Prentice and Cowan Farniles, 25¢ 








Price, Cleland, 777 
“Joe and Jennie, 94 
Louis J, 95 
ouls St, 985, 
Purdy’ Jack and’Theima, 940 
Purell, Lloyd and Verna, 187 
Pykalainen, John and Farnlly, 688 
(Quantz, Harold and Family, 187 
Quantz, Herbert, 188 
Quinn, John, 308 
Raabls, Charles, 588 
Hlaabls, John and Rosalie 308 
Ralph, Allan and 1rene, 158 
Randell Family, 188 
Randall, W. A, 474 
Rangen, Mr. and Mrs. Albert, 61 
Rangen, Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
NE 25:405.W5, 908 
Rangen, Audrey (Evernden), 777 
Rangen, Trygvie, 592 
Rasmussen, Enos, 528 
Hasmussen Family, 529 
Haudebaugh, Joseph Clement, 777 
auhala, Matthew (Mat and 
‘Alma (Parnaen), 189 
Rauman, Migael and All, 504 
Razzolini, John Giovanni 
‘and Fara, 529, 
Rechy, John, 900 
Reed, Homer Eugene and Etta, 423, 
Rela Family, 837 
Reldtinger, John, 624 
Relghley, Benedict Joseph, 837 
Relghley, Steven, 838 
Rely, John, 838 
Relrson, Hans and Martha, 901 
eone, Constantine and Jl, 1,099 
Repas Fail 
Reyna, Mildred and Thomas, 719 
Rhodes, Doug and Family, 181 
Rhodes, Walter and Ella, 189 
Rice, Hed and Family, 161 
Rlchardson, 12, #14 
Richardson, Ray and Olive, 840 
Richardson, Roy and Family, 640 
Rchardson, Willam and Laura, $41 
Riske, Courtney and Tiley, 239 
Rob, arthur Famlly, 478 
Robb, Harry, £78 
Hobo, Howatd, 477 
Roop; Leonard, 77 
Robb, William #24 Bobler 
‘and Family, £77 
Robinson, Ed, 40 
Hoblason, Louis, 720 
Rodgers, Harry Family, 613, 
Rodgers, James R., 82 
Rolfsen, Raph, 90 
Rostad, J. J. 778 
Rotherham, John Gould, 90 
Royan, 78 
Russel, Douglas, 458 
Rutherford, Rawin and Alexander 
‘Family, 357 
Rutledge, Fred, 78 
‘Saarela Parily, 843 
Sear, Jack, 688 
Start, Yobn’and Aina, 997 
Start, Joseph, 685 
Safron, Harry Max, 590 
Satronovieh, John and Virginia, 292 
Saha, Syivesier and Amanda, 379 
Salmon, Eimer, 95 
Salmon Family, 844 
Salmon, Gertie (Mrs. Herb Card), $86 
Salmon, Harry, 88 
Salmon, Norman, 846 
Salmon, Oliver, 6 
Salo, Osear and Hilda, 1,002 
Salminen, Asslan August, 1,001 
Salonen, George, 3 
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‘Sambrook, James, 09 
Sembrook, Julien, 309 
Sambrooke, Allan and Daisy, 594 
Sambrooke, Arnold and Hazel, 194 
Sambrooke, Arnold and Vivian, 584 
Sembrooke, Samuel Bar, 310 
Sambrooke! Sidney CTim, 310 
Sande, andrew Dennis, 95 
Sande, Chris J. and Diana Family, 54 
Sande, Ciltford Martin and 

‘Mildred Family, 855 
Sende, David, Barbara, Niel and 

‘Craig Family, $52, 
Sande, John D. and Janet Family, $51 
Sende, Leonard and Audrey 

Family, $54 
‘Sande, Samuel (Sam) and Ada, 846, 
Sande, Sigurd and Astrid, it 
‘SGulsduler, ptla Roselea (Oottus), 198 
Saunders, Gladys, S14 
Saunders, Raymond and Miriam, 941 
Schafer, Harold Joseph, 688 
Schafer, Henry Conrad and Anna, 689 
Schey, Ole Family, 194 
Sehleb, George and Family, 856 
Sehoter, Albert and Marte, 184 
Schroeder, Prederice and Lucy, 98 
Scott, Frank Family, 
Selvals, Jules, 185 
Sestrap, Martin, ¢03 
Sestrap, Mike, 195 
Sestrap, Mike’and Pamiy, 197 
Setters; James and Pat, 197 
Shanks, John, 197 
Shaw, Fred and Lilian, 942 
Sherman, Mr and Mrs’ Jack 

(SW 3541-405), 781 
Shipley, Gladys 79 
Shorrock, James, 904 
Shorroek, Walter, 5 
Shuler and Stewart Pam 
Shleling, Allen, 79 
Simmons, James, 997 
Simmons, Josephine, 723 
Simmons, Lawrence, 951 
Stmmons, Melvin and Letha, 941 
Stmpkins, Mrs. Grover (Margaret), 784 
Simpson, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Foster, 724 
Simpson, RM. and Family, 81 
Sims, Edward Lewis Family, 856 
Sininger Family, 259 
Slodanl, Hugo, 807 
Skocdopole, Charles Henry, 600 
Skoedopole, Glenn and Fera, 1,003 
Skoven, E., $58 

















Slade, Arente and #thel, 385 
Smalé, Eagar and Martha, £08 
Smith, Don, 857 

Smith, Henry and Myrtle, 198, 





‘Smith; Robert and Family, 201 
‘Smith; Robert Family, 239 
Smith, Thomas and Janet, 208 
‘Smith, Thomas Sr. and Elizabetn, 200 
‘Shnith, William and Jean, $0 i 
Sederlund, Karl, 215 
Solberg, Ole and Alle, 455 
Solberg, The Erie Story 453 
Somerville, Dr, Ashbury, 205 
Sonnie, John, $81 
Sorenson, Carl, S15 
Sorenson, Peter and Elizabeth, 780 
piers, Cecil and Family, 204 
spires, Tom, 208 
Spittal, Phyiis, Ursula and Boys, 204 
Sprecker, Sam and Marie, Si 
Staite, Gladys, 01 
Staudinger, Helge and Marge, 690 














Steel Family, 315 

Stenvig, Marlin and Olga, 585 

Stetiner, Herman, 383 

Stevens, Walter J, 946 

Stewart, Alex, Sil 

Stewart, Peter, 383 

Stewart, Russel and Veronna, 181 

Stolings, Earl and Esther, 847 

Stolings, Vietor and Agnes, 947 
flte, Herman Family, 270 

Stone, Anna, 316 

Stopsen, alko and Hilda, 1,012 

Stopsen, Ludwig, 1,008 

Straarup, Alfred and Mary, 124 

Strldsberg, Jonas Peter Erlckson, 1081 

Sundberg, Agnes (Gustavson), 265 

Sunde, Allan and Wanda Farnily, 273 

Sunde, Knut and Alma Family, 271 

Sven Family, 8 

Swanson, Anthem, 725 

Syren, Waino Wiligim Family, 682 

Takidhen, John, 205 

‘Talson, Adol, 1,006 

‘Talson, Henry, 1,006 

‘Talson, Mr. ad Mrs, Henry, 
Chiliren, 1,007 

‘Talson, Herman, 1,007 

‘Talson, Maria and Mikko, 1,007 

‘Talson, Matt, 384 

‘Talson, Malt Children, 384 

Tarrabain, Frank (Wiitenburg. 
Leedale\, 733 

‘Taylor, George Nichelus and 
‘Ada Belle, 425, 

Taylor, Letoy, 698 

‘Teed, James Harlan, 477 

‘Tener, 4 

‘Terry, Lowell, Helen and Family, 205 

‘Teskey, Raymond and Ta, 80 

‘Thomas, Harold, 98 

‘Thomas, Harry E317 























Thomas, Percy 3. 856 
‘Thomas, Perey aid Ann, S19 
‘Thompson, A. Mi, 23 

‘Thompson, Frank 1, 208 
‘Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. James, 781 
‘Thompson, Sander, 857 

‘Thompson, Wm, C., 72 

‘Thompson, W. Sand M, E., 727 
‘Thomson, James 8. 781 

‘Thorkman, Arthur Michael, 1007 
‘Thorkman, Arvied Wilton, {,008 
‘Thorkman, Charles and Syivis, 1,008, 


‘Thorkman, Jacob Richard, 208 
‘Thorkman, Thomas, 101. 
Thorkman, Wiliam ‘Thomas, 1,014 
Thorp Fanaly, 319 
‘Thubron, Oscar and Family, 997 
‘Thyssen, Joun and Aria, 88 
Tuyssen, Vera, 810 
‘Tthonen, Edale and Louise, 209 
‘Tilley, Wiliam, 910 
‘Trak, Mike, 277 
‘Thacik, John and Valent, 782 
‘Trachk, Joseph and Ellzabeth, 782 
‘Tolvanea, Helen Dorothy, 211 
‘Tolvanen, Mike, Pete and’ Families, 208 
olonen, Jacob, S88 
‘Tolonen, Tou 
‘Trenbolin, Nat 
‘and Mathila 
‘Turton, Harold Family, 860 
‘Tweed Family, 688 
‘welt, Ken and Sonja Family, 273 
‘Tyndall, Eugene and Carrie, 727 
Uh, Edythe, 320 
Upton, 56 
Umari, Oswald, 212 
Vanhorn, Charles, 532 
Vanigan, X., 355. 
Vansto, Vinee, 211 
Vartys, 733 
Vianen, Charlie, 1015, 
Viek, Bdgar, 5 
Vig, Car, $96 
Vig, KM, 991 
Vipond, Fred, «28 
Viltala, Emil'and ohn, 600 
Villala, Ernest, 222 
Villa Jonm Adult, 600 
Visger, Mr. and Mrs, Lyle, 69 
Von Hollen, Arelin Family, 274 
Von Hollen, Pred and Lily, 214 
Von Hollen, ‘Ted, 63! 
Von Holtam, Constantine Herber, 212 
Von Holtam, 213 
Von Tettenborn Family, 429 
Vosberg, 310 
Walsonen, Mr. and Mrs. Mels, 1,018 
Walsonen, Simon and Tyyne, 15 
Wainer, Seb, 1016 
Walters, Henry and Jonn, 786 
Varden, Robert, 695 
Wares, Rudy, 830 
Warncke, Jolin and Esther, 63 
Washbura, L. Mand John H., 783 
Washkevich, Konan aad Elizabeth, 85 
Washevich, Michael, 788 
































1065 


Watertield, Wm. and Florence 
Family, 275, 
Waters, Bave, 785 
Watters, Peter and Allce Family, 275, 
Weeks, Floyd and Blanche, 216, 
Weeks, Harlan, 216 
Weeks, Louls and Emma, 216 
Wegreen, Family, 788 
Welte, Adam and’ Mary, 952 
Weitz, Ray, 932 
Wells, Seth 785 
Wells, Seth, $10 
Wells, Tom, 
‘Wernick, Zohn and Emma, 601 
Westergard, Carl and Laura, 320 
Westlake, A. E. (Bert), 18? 
Weitstei, Emil and Family, 40 
Whiter, Family, 1 
Whitford, Frank (Pity-four 
Years of Hodeo), 78? 
Wiekstrom, Mr. and Mrs. E., 216 
Wilts, Norris and Matte, 71 
Willets, Scot, 77, 
Willams Family, 953 
Williams, Georgé Henry Eaward 
(Harry), 994 
Willams, George Henry Norton, 885 
Williams; Tack, 216 
Wis, Wi, 713 
Wilson, Janies Family, 270 
‘Wilson, Sam and Sophie, 955 
Wiison, Thomas Mf, 78 
Witse, Garner and‘Lyn, 789 
Wilts! Farewell, 759 
Wittse; Lynn and Daisy, 634 
Wilse! air and brs. 7is 
Wingate, Frank and Farm 
Withers, Mr. and Mrs. B. 1 
Withers, Harry and Jane (Jenny), 696 
Wold, E. T», 696 
Woot, Willams, 538 
Walt, John and Violet, 277 
Wuobio, Isaac, 385 
‘Wert, Matt, 385 
Wylie, Orrin, 889 
Wille, Willa L., 387 
Yeo, Stan and Esther, 217 
Young, Biwood and Dorothy, 789 
Fong: George, 735 
Young, Goat 
Yelimaa, Str, 1,088 
Zaleski, Frank and Nannie, 
Zaleski, Leo and Salora, 217 
Zanders, Carl, 86 
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